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Poe etal Li Pape NUN GLA TION: 


gas in go (gdu), 
h ... Ao! (hoa), 
r ... vun (rpn), terrier (te'rioz). 
i... hex (haz), farther (fa'1992). 
S')... see (Sz), cess (Ses). 
w ... wen (wen). 
hw... when (hwen). 
Ys Yes (¥es)- 


ORDINARY. 
aas in Fr. @ la mode (a la mod’), 
ai... aye=yes (ai), Isazah (aizaica). 
z ,,. man (meen). 
a .,. pass (pas), chant (tfant). 
au,.. lowd (laud), now (nau). 
vp ... cut (kot), son (son). 
e ... yet (yet), ten (ten). 


é ... survey sb. (spive), Fr. attaché (atafe). 


en son Ersiches (fet): 
2 .,. ever (evar), natéon (né'fon). 
ai ... J, eye, (ai), bend (baind). 
ja... Fr. eau de vie (6 da vz"). 
i... szt (sit), mystzc (mistik). 
2... Psyche (sairkz), react (rzjce"kt), 
o ... achor (é*kox), morality (morze'liti). 
oi ... o2l (oil), boy (boi). 
o ,,. hero (hie'ro), zoology (zo,glodzi). 
9 ... what (hwot), watch (wtf). 
p,—*.. got (gpt), soft (spft). 
6... Ger. Koln (k6ln). 
6... Fr. pew (pd). 
u_,.. fell (ful), book (buk). 
iu ... deration (diuréfan). 
wu ,,. unto (wntz), fragality (frz-). 
iw ... Matthew (mee'piz), virtwe (varatiz). 
|| ... Ger. Mller (miilér). 
|| ... Fr. dene (dzn). 
© (see Io, 9, Ge, tis) 
Aen (see’ eta) 


” as in able (éib’l), eaten (7t’n) = voice-glide. 


* 9 the o in soft, of medial or doubtful length. 


see Vol. I, p. xxiv, note 3. 


b, d, f, k, 1, m, n, p, t, v, z have their usual values. 


I. CONSONANTS. 


p as in ¢hin (pin), bath (bap). 


co) 
ieee 
tee 
Sire 


Vv 


... then (Sen), bazhe (bé13), 


shop (fop), dish (dif). 


. chop (t{ep), ditch (ditf). 


. viston (virzon), déyeuner (dezéne). 


dz ... judge (dgvdg). 
Qn ... singing (sitnin), thik (pink). 
ng ... fisger (finger), 
II. VOWELS. 
LONG, 

a asin alms (amz), bar (baz). 

D . curl (karl), fur (for). 

é (€9).,. there (8€e1), pear, pare (péex). 


é(é@!),.. reen, rain (réin), they (821). 


... Fr. fadre (fgr’). 
. fir (£51), fern (f5m), earth (Sip). 


I (i2)... béer (bier), clear (klicx). 


.. thzef (pf), see (sz). 


6(6°),.. boar, bore (boe1), glory (gloerri). 


d(6u),,, so, sow (sdu), sozl (soul), 
9  ... walk (wok), wart (w9it). 
g . short (fort), thorn (pgin). 
WS... Fr. coeur (k6r). 
6 ... Ger. Géthe (gété), Fr. jedne (zon). 
ii(ie).. poor (pte), maorish (miio'rif). 


iti, ii... pzre (pitier), lwre (litior), 


... two moons (t# mzinz), 


i#,'@... few (fiz), lute (l'zt). 


. Ger. griin (grin), Fr. jus (372). 


In the Erymoroey, 


(FOREIGN.) 
has in French nasal, environ (anveron). 
ly... It. seragdio (seca'l¥o). 
ny ,,. It. sigzore (s/n¥d're). 
xX ... Ger. ach (ax), Se. lock (lox, 10x). 
x’ ... Ger. ich (ix¥), Sc. nicht (néx¥t). 
y ... Ger. sagen (za-yén). 
7’ .... Ger. legen, regnen (léy¥en, réyYnen), 


OBSCURE, 
as in amoeba (amz‘ba), 


ec 


Be 


.. accept (ekse*pt), maniac (mé!ni&k). 


D ... datum (dé'tim). 
é€ ,,. moment (méu'mént), several (several), 
... separate (ad7.) (se'parct). 


Re 


é ,,, added (cedéd), estate (ésté!'t). 

1... vanzty (veerniti). 

¢ .,, remain (rémé!'n), believe (bélzv). 

Oo .,. theory (pz*6ri). 

d ,,, violet (vai'dlét), parody (pee'rddi). 

9 ... authority (dpo'riti). 

& ... connect (kgne'kt), amazon (ce'mazpn). 


itt, 4U verdezre (voraditi1), measere (me'gitr). 
wz ,,. altogether (§ltege'Wox). 
iz ... circzlar (so‘rkizlaz). 


\| Only in foreign (or earlier English) words, 


OE. ¢, 0, representing an earlier a, are distinguished as ¢, g (having the phonetic value of ¢ and g, or 9, above); as in gnde from andi (OHG., ante, 


Goth. andet-s), mpnn from mann, pn from an, 


jG Ro at kes 


a. [in Etymol.] .,, = adoption of, adopted from. 


@ (aS 41300) ..,.... = ante, before. 

Bi, AU.5 BO)... carees = adjective. 

absol., absol. ...... = absolutely. 

SISth awa eect = abstract. 

BOG sedans muna aveee = accusative. 

ad. {in Etymol.],,, = adaptation of. 

AT AON ee esa ees = adverb. 

BOY Dree reece se = adverbial, -ly. 

ell ey pa oh eee ee te = Anglo-French. 

LILES gare = in Anatomy. 

AIL ect ace = in Antiquities. 

aphete: eee cen ecee = aphetic, aphetized. 

BPPiscassaeeseenreaecs = apparently. 

TADS germans = Arabic. 

AYE Ip Be See = in Architecture. 

DN eee = archaic. 

Ve FAD ESTERS Tecane = in Archeology. 

ASSOC: sik ation «sare = association. 

ASEH sive rete stoerae = in Astronomy. 

SAISEROL ts Erdie = in Astrology. 

CUP GA ee SBOP EE = attributive, -ly. 

Def. ssheheteeue setae = before. 

Bt lemawigencer secre = in Biology. 

BOl oer vacates = Bohemian. 

TEL CEE RCEEE = in Botany. 

UBUEL NE ae en Manes = in Building. 

@(ENAIRCO)) scone = circa, about. 

Cu(as £Sthies) ey = century. 

Cateraicca meee = Catalan. 

COLDOITAS soccer secre = catachrestically. 

Cf clans sere = confer, compare. 

Cheui aan eee = in Chemistry. 

Cl ols crereetecee ta = classical Latin. 

COO Ss sucmaes sacs = cognate with. 

GOUELE eRe = collective, -ly 

COOGEE de cuih icon. sea = colloquially. 

CODD eaaeceeasee = combined, -ing. 

CONLD. ane manatee = Combinations. 

COnUTE semen ater = in commercial usage. 

COMP acct aeemaests = compound, composition. 

COND] ee eee = complement. 

COMCH NS cecnaae sworn = in Conchology 

CONT wa sattera esate = concretely. 

COM Mince Teer = conjunction. 

CONS. veicomtneaiee stn = consonant. 

Const., Cost. ... = Construction, construed 
with. 

COY SE erneneence oe = in Crystallography. 

(CD) eee ce ee = in Davies (Supp. Eng. 
Glossary). 

Dae, sanedsnetanenne = Danish, 

Cate roacaspeaee rt oeah = dative. 

lela. ues heneeee = definite. & 

Ceriys a+ eee = derivative, -ation. 

daly G70. nese = dialect, -al. 

Des even Ren: Coe = Dictionary. 

Cima tee oie = diminutive. 

Does. ckhen sen svaens = Dutch. 

PECL saacuing scene <4 = in ecclesiastical usage. 

LUBE acu caspatieete = elliptical, -ly. 

Cu FoeecanrReor = east midland (dialect), 

nor ean acters = English. 

ERE. Viecrcoocanpoads = in Entomology. 

EXTON. cesues, aeons = erroneous, -ly. 

CSPUAOSDs weeteenseces = especially. 

SLY). He scceesmiascene = etymology. 

CUPHEML. vr.ceavereen = euphemistically. 

CXC. sacs sulaneestsevee = except. 


f. [in Etymol.] ... = formed on. 
f, (in subordinate 


ENICIES) nae: = form of. 
fem. (varely f.) .,. = feminine. 
WOo ac Bec atatacanemine = figurative, -ly. 
Pe Met iecsacee as = French. 
POG Meweas este = frequently. 
Bris.” "Sass aerees = Frisian, 
GiGeia es cntecwees = German. 


(Gael, ercceesastrs sean) AClICe 


Before a word or sense, 
+ = obsolete. 
|| = not naturalized. 
In the quotations. 
* sometimes points out the word illustrated, 





AB BRE V lA Odtes, 


PEN sy wiahiaaneieereeek = genitive. 
FES ep sopcinginanncane = general, -ly. 
DEM ASULION manawa dae = general signification. 
(GOOLE Reon vies = in Geology. 
GOOWE, occ ehcatceh = in Geometry. 
COs ae = 
Git elameten = Greek. 
GUM oe panne = in Grammar. 
LEDs. Sasacte anne = Hebrew. 
LLG eager tacaceas = in Heraldry. 
TV CUD gs ae aieuase cine = with herbalists. 
LOPE en ee = in Horticulture. 
LDL DS nme ceee = Imperative. 
LUULETS Mecaennanatet = impersonal. 
Gant os ere cerocemree! = imperfect. 
UD caratretnteneree = Indicative. 
shal dtsy Ciena Ae oh oy = indefinite. 
Libs cose cetptoccocoe. = Infinitive. 
5100 i Reeser ar coer cone = influenced. 
HT Reteanneececonarcnos = interjection. 
ie leans RR ALE sci = intransitive. 
i ee ae er = Italian. 
sl ol GION scorepmnascor = 
(Jam )sseev ses sneees = 
(Jodn)hsarsssecoee = 
lB er Oonerantaca tobe Seatin, 
(L.)(in quotations) = 
LAIN OS ee iecepieeeste = language. 
LE Guatestteateccee = Low German. 
MNES tas oeenceceoneeeecte = literal, -ly. 
Tithe ee eee ateceeee = Lithuanian. 
IED. ©, ron ronnenconnon: = Septuagint. 
Viet Meeetrncreeaetaee = Malay. 
masc. (varely m.) = masculine. 
TACT ee geen = in Mathematics. 
i Damecesacsnceanonn = Middle English. 
WCU RE ete arte = in Medicine. 
med eapeen eens = medizval Latin. 
Meche uarecte cat, = in Mechanics, 
WGIGGAOS nepoacenene: = in Metaphysics. 
METGs w eeecenas a 
Uni Gl eee sea cer asec = midland (dialect). 
Mile Serotec = in military usage. 
PLY EL, ee ae ea = in Mineralogy. 
THO Citar. cee eee = modern. 
DMS Macnee = in Music. 
CNG) Wosnaeedceenee = Nares (quoted from) 
i OL action eee = noun of action. 
rile Od! SYREN! so osenane = noun of agent. 
INGE ELISE ae eee = in Natural History. 
Nauta eee = in nautical language. 
neut. (verelyn.) = neuter. 
INES NET ssn = Northern French. 
INS Obaeranetecasnee = Natural Order. 
TOMY: (pechete cee ohee = nominative. 
TOLD ee ecesraeetas = northern (dialect). 
IND seaeee Fee aeeon = New Testament. 
INEST, peneobce = in Numismatics, 
ODA thmaeaass cecens = object. 
Obds., obs., obs. ... = obsolete. 
OCCAS. waareeenanseees = occasional, -ly. 
OBS : = 

Saxon). 
OH OFimirceare = Old French. 
ON TiSis Me esecaicee = Old Frisian. 
OFUGs: caeseeeeetee = Old High German. 
(OS eee Aaseecusopodac = Old Irish. 
ON ieeesunteaee = Old Norse (Old Icelandic). 
ONE ond eangeess2 = Old Northern French. 
OP Ertaratetadessiteuca = in Optics. 
OPN ae evaeieeees = in Ornithology. 
OS: sacs ones = Old Saxon. 
OSI yeep ecscuncenass = Old Slavonic. 
(Os be ha anoctone ... = Old Testament. 
O Tents Vic. saaetie = Original Teutonic. 
OTIG.. Wiveupanihereves = original, -ly. 
Palwonte cvs cs Pak es = in Paleontology. 
PaaPplesiz,-seaeehees = passive or past participle. 


| PASS. svgasevavesss $l =u PASSIVG, SLY 


In the list of Forms. 


= before 1100, 
= I2th c. (1100 to 1200). 
= 13th c. (1200 to 1300). 


ations, Vol. I, p. xx.) 


Gothic (= Mceso-Gothic). 


Johnson (quotation from). 
in Jamieson, Scottish Dict. 
Jodrell (quoted from), 


Latham’s edn. of Todd’s 


Middle High German. 


Old English (= Anglo- 


-7 = 15thto17thcentury. (See General Explan- 


> LGN Seer 


Pan ibs poesesttvsnarene = past tense. 

Pas \ossiccatgnene = in Pathology. 

Per. caosemaecese = perhaps. 

ETS) her eee = Persian. 

DEK Sa Mente Meters = person, -al. 

Dis nev scence: = perfect. 

ED, wnanaaaucemec re = Portuguese. 

TUM oe rn ouscasc oct = in Philology. 

One ntneen ees = phonetic, -ally. 

DUP Ses semavnenaenes = phrase. 

Vaden eee sonuin = in Phrenology. 

Vl GREE cnGecOURGEe = in Physiology. 
EG) “wadachccerec = plural. 

POCLe RRccatareretn = poetic. 

POPs cecesen ned ene = popular, -ly. 

ppl. a., ppl. adj... = participial adjective. 
Pplew nee = participle. 

Pie cinstacee tangas = Provengal. 

PECCS Moneta tecether = preceding (word or article). 
TEGO Be Se foocpcPOe eee = prefix. 

PREIS songansgsi 90000 = preposition. 

PEE Sam Mantas neten sees = present. 

VITO SEY Sobc.e = Primary signification. 
PULV ui ahoeatanee ees = privative. 

LOD Gare n acer = probably. 

PLOT senaeves sacs = pronoun. 

PFONUNE. .,.......006 = pronunciation. 

BLOp sa eee teataneses = properly. 

E2KOS ecm oesnsceene = in Prosody. 

je 18) OED codecs adooc- = present participle. 
SY CHaanoecver wena = in Psychology. 
GsVivadeaneesescorcenes = guod vide, which see. 
(GRO) Snceae saponins = in Richardson’s Dict. 
Wess (Els annductic = Roman Catholic Church. 
Telasheencunearenies = refashioned, -ing. 
aly EES Reo acuo = reflexive. 

HSS Gescon bob ROCOnAe = regular. 
LEPIswavasacteaoserere = representative, representing. 
RCT ee rscte rece = in Rhetoric. 

IRON weee eee nee = Romanic, Romance. 
Si SOs acces = substantive. 

Sci jaeeuceteeeaene = Scotch. 
SComernqneseceeceee = sctlicet, understand or supply. 
STILE Se orcencieeiaam cata = singular, 

OKT nwo deemenn eens = Sanskrit. 

D1AVe «wu. @asemnaeent = Slavonic, 

DD» vevceuasvenasecsene = Spanish. 

JOS oongcathaddaonootiy, = spelling. 

Ryda" Soooncdbooneast = specifically. 

subje, sceeBeen cess = subject, subjunctive. 
2 DOTCR OL ee ee = subordinate clause. 
SUDSEQa ie naa eecee = subsequently. 
SUbStwereereceteences = substantively. 
Sullsanesece sere =" Sufix. 

SUper ee wees neeeees = superlative. 

ISUFLs Mesenndoaeeenae = in Surgery. 

SW. water ncnicsonneretce = Swedish. 

Si Waves ectueneveteenes = south western (dialect). 
T. (T.); sacsseoweees = aneboddis, Johnson: 
Leche yrt casas .». = technical, -ly. 

LAO  icndeea teat = in Theology. 

LEED Sean Saeeah eee = translation of, 

UL AUS Ndacaaseusnatede = transitive. 

MALO Packosopeenb = transferred sense. 
LPL ONS weet ters = in Trigonometry. 

LY POO Ps scsvesancer = in Typography, 

ULES, Fsenedadeaaaasese = ultimate, -ly. 

BDA 015) 2h easengon .. = unknown. 

UsSiu Nise. feds = United States. 

Ds VDssaeerecerenes = verb. 

De UFsy OL We scree = verb strong, or weak. 
DOL. SUmm adeediecnes = verbal substantive. 
VAL. seevsvencseeoseees = variant of, 

Wdlovtcatesis wane apes cen = word. 

WiGrersecceers soseee = West Germanic. 
Wei]. ...cseeeeees = west midland (dialect). 
WS.) vit .. = West Saxon. 
(Y.).ssseceeeeeeeeeeee = in Col. Yule’s Glossary, 
ZOO. ..iceroeeeteres = Le OOLOLY. 


In the Etymol. 
* indicates a word or form not actually found, but 
of which the existence is inferred. 
i— = extant representative, or regular phonetic 
descendant of. 


The printing of a word in SMALL CaPITALSs indicates that further information will be found under the word so referred to. 


Peierls sala he Yet Oo Esl. Es 


THE half-volume of the Dictionary containing the words beginning with F includes 9,339 Main words, 
1,419 Subordinate entries, and 2,849 Special combinations explained under the Main words, making a total 
of 13,607 words, besides 3,459 Obvious combinations recorded and for the most part illustrated by quotations, 
without separate explanation. Of the Main words, 2,364, or 25t°/,, are marked (f) as obsolete, and 215, 
or 24 °/,, are marked (||) as alien or imperfectly naturalized. 

Except for the total absence of words directly taken from Greek, the portion of the English vocabulary 
treated in this half-volume is representative of all the various sources which have contributed to the 
formation of the language. The words that have come down from Old English are very numerous, and 
many of them have necessarily occupied an unusually large proportion of space, on account of the great 
variety of senses and applications which they have acquired in the course of their long history. The 
verb fall and its related substantive, with their derivatives and combinations, occupy nearly ten pages. 
Among other long articles may be mentioned those on fast, father, fear, feel, fetch, field, fill, find, fire, 
fish, flesh, flow, fly, food, foot, foul, friend, full. Under all these words will be found recorded, and 
authenticated by quotations, many senses hitherto overlooked by lexicographers. The articles on the 
words for, forth, and from, have cost much thought and research, and it is hoped that they will form 
a substantial contribution to English grammar, and will be found serviceable in elucidating many hitherto 
obscure passages in our older writers. The Scandinavian element in the language is represented by 
several important words, including fellow (the academic use of which has never before been correctly 
explained in an English dictionary), flat, and jlzmg. The words of Romanic and Latin derivation are 
perhaps even more numerous than those of Old-English descent, and are unusually interesting. It so 
happens that while the Romanic and Latin derivatives occurring under the first five letters of the alphabet 
are for the most part merely literary, or belong to the technical or the scientific vocabulary, those under 
F include a large number of the familiar words of everyday speech, such as fadle, face, fact, fade, fairl, 
faint, fairy, faith, false, fame, family, famine, fancy, fantastic, farce, farm, fashion, fate, fatigue, fault, 
favour, feast, feat, feature, feign, felon, female, fence, fender, ferment, ferret, festive, fiction, fierce, jig, 
jigure, file, finance, fine, finish, firm, fix, flame, flavour, flounce, flour, flourish, flower, focus, foil, folly, 
foment, fool, force, foreign, forfeit, forge, fork, form, formal, fort, fortify, fortress, fortune, fossil, foundation, 
fountain, fraction, frail, franchise, frank, frantic, fray, frenzy, frequent, friction, fringe, fritter, frivolous, 
frock, front, frontier, frown, frugal, fruit, fry, fugitive, fume, function, fund, funeral, fungus, funnel, fur, 
furnace, furnish, furniture, fury, fuse, fusion, fusty, futile, future, etc. As these words, though of foreign 
origin, have long been completely established in popular currency, they have in most instances developed 
many new senses in addition to those which they had already acquired in the languages from which they 
are taken, and the articles devoted to them are therefore usually of considerable length. A remarkable 
characteristic of the portion of the vocabulary here treated is the abundance of onomatopceic formations, 
and of words which, though having a definite etymology, have been felt to have an inherent expressiveness 
in their sound which has influenced their development of meaning: such, for example, as fizz, flab, flap, 
flash, fleer, flick, flip, flop, flounce, flounder, flump, flurry, flush, flutter, fumble, fuze. 

The almost total absence of terms of purely scientific application beginning with F is partly due to 
the fact that the great mass of English scientific terms are either formed from Greek elements, or contain 
Latin prefixes. As has been already stated, no word of immediate Greek derivation begins in modern English 
orthography with F. If a phonetic system of spelling had been adopted in English, the proportion of 
scientific terms under the letter would have been very large, as it would have included the many Greek 
derivatives which are now spelt with initial PH-. The letter F is also remarkable in containing no words 
beginning with Latin prefixes, which in all the earlier letters occur in considerable numbers. Most of the 
scientific terms which are found in this portion of the Dictionary are special applications of words which 
are popularly current in non-technical senses. In the explanation of these the assistance of eminent 
specialists has been obtained. Although much of the ‘encyclopedic’ matter which it has been the 
custom to insert in English dictionaries is of set purpose excluded from this work as being alien to its 
scope, the current senses of scientific terms are often given with greater precision than in previous 
dictionaries, and many interesting facts with regard to their origin and history have for the first time 
been brought to light. 

Among the articles which contain material of value to students of legal history may be mentioned 

those on farm, fee, felony, feoffec, feu, feud, fine, franchise, frankpledge, frithborh. In most of the Law 


viii PREFATORY NOTE TO THE LETTER (&; 

Dictionaries, and hence in some dictionaries of the English language, there appear many alleged terms 
of early English law which have no real existence, having been evolved from misreadings or mis- 
understandings of the texts. It has not always been thought worth while to occupy space in recording 
these figments; but in a few cases (as under fierding-court), where the error has obtained some general 
currency, its origin has been briefly pointed out. 

In the ctymologies, the conclusions reached by earlier investigators have been carefully considered 
in the light of the new evidence afforded by the quotations, and of the general results of recent philological 
research. Among the articles containing etymological facts or suggestions not found in carlier dictionaries 
may be mentioned those on the words factotum, fade, failure, fake, fall, fallow, faller, far, farther, 
farce, farm, fathom, favel, favella, fee, feeze, felon, feud, flamfew, flamingo, flannel, flask, flavour, fice, 
fleech, flippant, flounder, focile, fog, and foggy, fogger (with which compare the later articles fooker, fowker, 
fulker), foist vb., follow, frantic, free, fresh, fret, frill, frith sb.’, frizzle, frock, froe, frog, frough, fudge, 
full vi (to baptize), funnel, fur, further, fuss, fylfot. In this department I have received continued 
help from Prof. Sievers, now of Leipzig, Prof. Napier, Oxford, and Monsieur Paul Meyer, and on particular 
questions from other scholars, among whom are the Principal of Jesus College, Oxford, the Rev. Canon 
D. Silvan Evans, Dr. H. Sweet, Oxford, Prof. J. H. Gallée, Utrecht, and Monsieur A. Hatzfeld. 

The material for the letter F, so far as it existed in 1875, was sub-edited, according to the 
original plan of the Dictionary, by the Rev. G. Wheelwright, who printed a specimen (8 pages 4to) 
containing a—Face. The earlier portion was afterwards taken in hand by the Rev. G. B. R. Bousfield, 
B.A., and Mr. J. Peto, the former of whom sub-edited /—Fz, and the latter Fl- to Floun. I have 
to record, with great regret, the removal by death of both these valued helpers in the work of the 
Dictionary, Owing to this and to other circumstances, it was not found possible to obtain outside help 
in the preliminary arrangement of the material from /’/u- onwards. 

I have to acknowledge with gratitude the continued and unremitting labour of Mr. Fitzedward 
Hall, D.C.L., who has enriched every page with new and valuable quotations. Lord Aldenham, the 
Rev. Dr. J. T. Fowler, of Durham, and Mr. W. H. Stevenson, M.A., Exeter College, Oxford, have also 
read all the first proofs, and have often suggested important improvements. 

Occasional assistance in special departments has been received from most of those whose names are 
mentioned in the Prefatory Note to the letter E, especially from Mr. A. Beazeley, C.E.; Sir F. Pollock, 
Bart.; Mr. R. B. Prosser; Mr. W. Sykes, M.R.C.S. (now of Gosport). The constant (almost daily) help 
rendered by Dr. Furnivall it would be impossible adequately to acknowledge. Thanks for information or 
advice on the treatment of particular words are also due to Mr. A. Caland, Wageningen, Holland; 
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EMENDATIONS. 


Falcon-gentle. ‘The falcon-gentle is the female of the peregrine, 
not of the goshawk . . and her male is the tercel-gentle.’ (D. H. Madden, 
Diary of Master William Silence, 1897, p. 376.) 


Faldstool. The explanation given of the OE, form fyldestdl is 
incorrect; cf. the gloss ‘volumina, fyldas’ in Zettschrift f. deutsches 
Alterthum, IX. 494. 


Fastgong, Fastingong. The ON. forms /pstu-gangr, fpstu- 


inngangr, should have been referred to. From the latter it appears 
that the correct analysis of fast¢ngong is fast sb. + ingang. 

Feindill. The article should be deleted, the word in the quot. being 
a mistake for sezzdz// (=seldom), 


For, prep. 7c. The expression ‘/o0 mame (a child) for (=after) a 
person’ is erroneously marked ‘now only U.S.’ It is still current 
in Sc. 


Forayer. A reference should be given to the articles FOuRRIER, 
FURRIERL, 


SJoy-men. 


Fox 56.16. Fox-whelp b was app. a kind of cider. Cf. the following 
quot. : 

1664 EVELYN Pomona iv. 14 For the kinds then of Cider-Apples 
in being . . Some commend the Fox-Whelp. 

Foy,v. Mr. G. H. Haswell informs us that on the north-east coast 
(esp. at Shields), a foy-Goat was a small boat used (before the intro- 
duction of steam-tugs) to tow vessels in and out of harbour. The boat 
carried a small anchor or ‘kedge’, and was rowed a certain distance 
ahead of the vessel being towed ; the kedge was then dropped, and the 
men on the ship ‘hove upon’ the kedge with a windlass until the 
vessel came over it, when the kedge was taken up and the process 
repeated. The operation was called foy7zg, and the men employed 
(See Zhe Maister: a Century of Tyneside Life, p. 39.) 

Fruz,v. Delete the reference to FURZE v., and insert the following 
as the first example: 

1703 Mrs. CENTLIVRE Beau’s Duel tv. 1 Mercy on me, what a 
bush of hair is there fruz’d out. 


‘_/ 


(ef), the sixth letter of the Roman alphabet, 
represents historically the 6th letter (waw) 
of the Semitic alphabet, which expressed the sounds 
of w (approximately) and the related vowel #. In 
early Greek writing the letter had at first the same 
twofold power; but subsequently its accidental 
varieties of form came to be differentiated in func- 
tion, the form F (retaining the 6th place in the 
alphabet) being appropriated to the consonantal 
use, while V or Y served for the vowel, and is the 
source of the Roman U, V, Y, as explained under 
those letters. Asthe sound w was lost in the chief 
literary Greek dialects of the classical period, its 
sign F (called by the grammarians from its form 
the DicamMMA) is not included in the later Gr. 
alphabet. In the Roman adoption of the Gr, 
alphabet the sound given to the 6th letter was 
the voiceless labiodental spirant (f), In OE. the 
letter retained the sound (f) unless it stood be- 
tween two vowels, when it was pronounced as the 
corresponding voiced spirant (v). In the S.W.., ac- 
cording to some scholars, the voiced sound was 
used also initially. In mod. Eng. F is always 
sounded (f ), exc. in the word of, where it is voiced 
to (v) through absence of stress. 

In MSS. a capital F was often written as ff. A mis- 
understanding of this practice has caused the writing of Ff 
or ff at the beginning of certain family names, e.g. Ffiennes, 
Ffoulkes. 

c 1000 /ELFRIc Gram. iii. (Z.) 6 Semivocales syndon seofan : 
f,1,m,n,7r,s, x. 1580 Baret Ady, F., If ye drawe in length 
and therewithall put your under lippe to your ouer teeth, ye 
shall heare the verie sound of EF, 

b. attrzb. (see quots.). 

1836 Dusourc Violin (1878) 274 The parallel holes on each 

side .. were .. straighter than what are called the / holes, 


1880 Grove Dict. Mus. 1. 500 The holes in the belly of the 
violin are called the / holes from their shape. 


II. Used as a symbol, with reference to its place 
(6th) in the alphabet. 


1. F, f, fis used to denote anything occupying 
the sixth place in a series. (Cf. A, B, C, etc.) 

2. In Music F is the name of the 4th note of the 
diatonic scale of C major; called F in Germany, 
ja in France and Italy. Also the scale or key 
which has that note for its tonic. clef: the 
bass clef (see CLEF!), placed on the line in the 


stave appropriated to the note F ; its form je= 
or (2 
letter, 

1848 RimpauLt First Bk. Piano 53 Place the first finger 
on every black key except F-sharp. 1856 Mrs. Browninc 
Aur, Leigh vy. 214 Boldinacci when her F in alt Had touched 
the silver tops of Heaven itself. 1880 Grove Dict. Mus. 1. 
184 The Sonata in C..contained when completed a long 
Andante in F, 


ITI. Abbreviations. 

1. F. = various proper names, as Frederick, 
Fanny ; = Fellow in F.G.S., F.R.S., ete. Also a. 
=Fatuer as a title of Roman Catholic priests. 
b. Physics. F. = Fahrenheit (thermometer), c. 
Comm. ¥. A. A. or f. a.a.=free of all average ; 
f.0. b.=/ree on board. dA. Ina ship’s log F stands 
for fog; FF for ¢hzck fog. e. In Music fstands 
for forte (loud), ff for fortissimo (very loud), but 
sometimes ff stands for 22 forte (louder), and 
Jortissimo is indicated by fff. f. F formerly used 
in criminal procedure (see quots.). g. F (orig. 
standing for ‘ fine’) is the distinctive mark of a 
particular description of black-lead pencil; also 
attrib, wh, As a chemical symbol, F = Fluorine. 

1551 Act 5-6 Edw. VJ, c. 4 To be..burned in the cheeke 
with an hot yron, hauing the letter F. whereby. .they may 
be knowne..for fraymakers and fighters. 1809 TomLins 
Law Dict., F. is a letter wherewith felons &c, are branded 


and marked with a hot iron, on their being admitted to the 
benefit of clergy. 


2. The three F’s (see quot.). 

1881 Daily News tg Jan. 5/4 Fair rents, fixity of tenure, and 
free sale, popularly known as the three F's. 189 /é7d. 8 Sept. 
3/3 Why not go in at once for the three F’s—fair rent, fixity 
of tenure, and free sale. 

Fa (fa), sb, [Originally the first syllable of the 
L. famuli: see Gamut.] The name given by 
Guido to the fourth note in his hexachords, and 
since retained in solmisation as the 4th note of the 
octave. 

¢ 1325 in Rel. Ant. I. 292 Sol and ut and la, And that 
froward file that men clepis fa. 1597 Mortey /xtrod. Mus. 
(1771) 4 There be in Musicke but vi, Notes, which are called 
vt, re, mi, fa, sol, la. 1660 Howett Lexicon, Fa, one of the 
highest Notes in Musique. 1890 W. H. Cummines Rudivz. 


VoL. IV. 


is said to be a corruption of that of the 








PF. 


Music ? 202 In France it is customary to call the sounds by 
fixed syllables instead of letters, as follows: 
Do or Ut, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Si, Do or Ut. 
C. Di EE. fF. G, A. B: (8 

Hence as vd. (see quot.) 

1592 SHAKS. Rom. & Ful, 1v. v. 120, I will carie no Crotchets: 
Tle Re you, Ile Fa you; do you note me? 

Fa, obs. f. of Frw. 

Fa, faa, obs. ff. of For. 

Fa’, faa, Sc. ff. of Fan. 

Fa’ard, Sc. pronunc. of favoured; only in 
compounds, as 2//-, well-fa’ard. 

Fab, obs. and Sc. var. of Fos. 

Fabaceous (fabéi-fas), a. [f. late L. fabace-us 
(f. faba, bean) + -0US: see -ACEOUS.] Having the 
nature of a bean, like a bean. 

1727-36 in BaiLey. 1775 in AsH; and in later Dicts. 

+¥abal, a. Obs-° [ad L. fabal-cs, € faba 
bean.] ‘Of or belonging to a bean’ (Blount 
Glossogr. 1656-81). 1692-1732 in COLES. 

Fabel(l, var. of FavEt. 

|| Fabella (fabela). Pl. -#. [mod. L. fabe/la, 
dim. of faba bean.}] (See quot. 1884.) 

1854 OwEN Shel. & Teeth (1855) 89 A fabella is preserved 
behind the outer condyle. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fabellz, 
a name for the sesamoid bones in the tendon of the gastro- 
cnemius muscle of the dog and other animals. 

+Fabellator. Ods.—° [as if a. L. *fabellator, 
f. fabella, dim. of fabula story.] 

1656-81 in Brount Glossogr. 1775 in AsH. 

Fabes: see FEABERRY aza/., gooseberry. 

Fabian (féi‘bian), a. and sd. [ad. L. Aabsanus 
of or belonging to a Fabius or to the Fabian gens. ] 

A, adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to the Roman gens Fabia. 

1842 Macautay Battle Lake Regillus xvii, Tall Caeso was 
the bravest man Of the brave Fabian race. 

2. Pertaining to, or after the manner of, Q, Fabius 
Maximus, surnamed Cunctator (‘ Delayer’) from 
the tactics which he employed against Hannibal 
in the Second Punic War, and which consisted in 
avoiding a battle, and weakening the enemy by 
cutting off supplies and by continual skirmishing. 

1808 J. Bartow Colwmd, v. 826 In vain sage Washington 
.. Plays round his foes with more than Fabian skill. 1843 
Tait’s Mag. Oct. 615/2 The Fabian policy to which Sir 
Robert Peel has tied himself up. 1849 Lv. Houcuton in 
Life (1891) 1. x. 433 The Fabian Duke succeeded in check- 
ing his zeal. 

b. Fabian Society: a society founded in 1884, 
consisting of Socialists who advocate a ‘ Fabian’ 
policy as opposed to immediate attempts at revo- 
Intionary action. Hence /adzan principles, etc. 

B. sb. 

+1. Haunting Fabian: see quot. 1598. 


({Perh. originally a transl. of L. Ucens Fabius, used by 
Propertius with reference to the Fabian priests of Pan, and 
the licence permitted them at the Lupercalia.] 

1598 FLorio, Brawazzo, a swashbuckler, a swaggrer, a 
cutter, a quareller, a roister, a flaunting fabian. /did., 
Sfoeeiatore, a riotous, lauish, flauting fabian, a carelesse 
fellow, an vnthrift. 1599 NasHe Lenten se 46 Of all 
fishes the flanting Fabian or Palmerin of England .. is 
Cadwallader Herring. 

2. A member of the ‘ Fabian Society’, or one 
who sympathises with its opinions. 

1891 Atheneum 21 Veb. 242/3 The first essay. .on ‘The 
Impracticability of Socialism,’ will hardly win souls away 
from the Fabians. 

Fabiform (féi:biffim), a. [f L. fata bean 
+-(I)FORM: see -FORM.] Bean-shaped. 

1852 Dana Crust, 1. 1287 Short; in a side view, very 
broad fabiform, 1855 RamspoTHAM Odstety. Med. 44 Corpus 
Luteum is somewhat fabiform, of a dull yellow tint. 

Fable (féi'b’l), sd. Forms: 4, 6 fabel(l, 4-5 
fabil(1, fabul(le, 4- fable. [a. F. fable (OF. 
also flabe, fauble, Pr. faila) ad. L. fabula discourse, 
narrative, story, dramatic composition, the plot of 
a play, a fable, f. favz to speak : see FATE] 

1. A fictitious narrative or statement ; a story not 


founded on fact. 

21300 Cursor M. 23857 (Cott.), Bot war a ribaude us tald, 
of a fantime or ofa fabel. a1 Hampote Psalter xxxiii. 
11, I sall lere 30w noght pe fabils of poetis, na the storis of 
tyraunts, 1483 Caxton Cato G vj b, The poetes..sayen and 
rehercen many fables and thynges meruayllous. 1577 
Ruopes Bh. Nurture in Babees Bk. 64 Keepe them [chil- 
dren] from reading of fayned fables..and wanton stories. 
1642 Mitton Aol. Smect. Wks. (Bohn) III. 118 Those 
lofty fables and romances, which recount in solemn cantos 
the deeds of knighthood. 1700 Drypen tr. Ovid's Met, xu. 
in Fables 441 It seems a Fable, tho’ the Fact I saw. 1726 
De For //zst. Devil 1. x. (1840) 142 If we may take the story 
of Job for a history, not a fable. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudee xxi, Some say he kissed her, but that’s a fable. 1860 
Hawtuorne Tyansform. Il. i. 3 It is a most enchanting 
fable. .that is, if it be not a fact. 

b. esp. A fictitious story relating to supernatural 





or extraordinary persons or incidents, and more or 
less current in popular belief; a myth or legend, 
(Now rare.) Also, legendary or mythical stories in 
general; mythological fiction. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 6995 (Cott.), In his [Saleph’s] time war 
pe fabuls written .. Saturnus and sir iubiter. 1494 Fapyan 
Chron. v, cvi. 81 Of this last ende and buriyng of Arthur. . 
are tolde many fables. 1520 SkeLton Bk. P. Sparow, | re- 
member the fable Of Penelope. 1592 Davies /amo0rt. Sonl 
iv. (1714) 40 Minerva is in Fables said, From Jove, without 
a Mother, to proceed. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 197 [Satan] in 
bulk as huge As whom the Fables name of monstrous size. 
1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) Il. 288 The old fable of 
Seth’s pillars. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) I. 25t The 
existence..of a pigmy race of mankind, being founded in 
error, or in fable. 1837 Lanpor Pentameron Wks. 1846 II. 
215 Scythia was a land of fable..to the Romans 1855 
Mirman Lat. Chr. (1864) II, 1v. i. 170 Mohammedan fable 
had none of the inventive originality of fiction. 

e. A foolish or ridiculous story; idle talk, non- 
sense; esp. in phr. old wives’ (women’s) fables (arch.). 
Also + Zo ¢ake (something) for fable, to hold at 
fable (transl, OF. tenizr a fable). 


1382 Wycuir 1 77. iv. 7 Schonye thou vncouenable fablis 
and veyn [1388 vncouenable fablis and elde wymmenus 
fablis]. ¢1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode 11. xxi. (1869) 83 Wolt 
pou holde pe gospel at fable? 1808 Fisuer Wks. (1876) 85 
In the whiche confessyon we may not tell fables and other 
mennes fautes. 1523 Lp. Berners /’rvoiss. I, cclxxxvili, 430 
Syluester toke it for no fable. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. 
iv. § 9 After a..time..they [narrations of miracles] grew to 
be esteemed but as old wives’ fables. 1z21 Strype Lccdé, 
Mem. U1. App. xx. 56 [We] distorted them into old wives 
fables. J 

d. A fiction invented to deceive ; a fabrication, 


falsehood. + Phrase, wethout (but, sans) fable. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2349 (Cott.) Bot for pis hight moght be no 
fabul. cx1300 K. Adis. 134 Of gold he made atable Al ful of 
steorren, saun fable. c 1330 R. Brunne Chvox. (1810) 146 Men 
. .Pat neuer lufed fable bot mayntend pes & right. c1350 W772. 
Palerne 4608 Pis 3e witeb wel alle with-oute any fabul. 
aso0 Childe of Bristowe 227 in Hazl. LE. P. P. (1864) 119 
Al thynges. .he gaf aboute, withouten fable, to pore men. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 534 Rycht fair he wes and 
feccfull als but fabill. 1548 Hai Chron. 87 b, The writers 
of Frenche fables to deface the glorye of the Englishmen, 
write [etc.]. 1590 SHaks. Com. Hrr. iv. iv. 76 Sans Fable, 
she her selfe reuil’d you there. 1635 Swan SZec. MW. 
i. § x (1643) 2 The fables of the Egyptians. 1700 DrypENn 
tr. Ovid's Met, xu. in Fables 457 This is not a Fable forg’d 
by me, Like one of his, an Ulyssean lie. 1786 T. Jerrerson 
Writ. (1859) 11. 52 What is said..on this subject in the 
Courier d'Europe is entirely fable. 1848 Macautay //zs¢, 
Eng. V1. 8 The extraordinary success of the fables of Oates. 

e. Acreation of fable; something falsely affirmed 
to exist ; a ‘myth’. 

c1590 Martowr Faust. y. 125 Come I think hell's a fable. 
1611 Tourneur Ath. Trag. 1. ii, Their walking Spirits are 
mere imaginary fables. 1691 Harrc.irre Virtues p. xxiil, 
Ifa Man cannot believe. .that the Immortality of the Soul 
is a Fable; then [etc.! 1836 J. Girpert Chr. A tonem. v. 
(1852) 126 Some substitute there plainly must be. .or moral 
administration is a fable. 

2. A short story devised to convey some useful 
lesson; esf. one in which animals or inanimate 
things are the speakers or actors; an apologue. 
Now the most prominent sense. 

1340 Ayenb. 155 Herof 3et ysopes pe fable of pe little 
hounde and of pe asse. 1483 Caxton Esofe 3 She gaf to 
hym the yefte of speche for to speke dyuerse fables and In- 
uencions. 1576 Fireminc Panopl. Epist. 227 A fable of the 
grasshopper and the Ant. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. iv. 
§ 1 The husbandman whereof A’sop makes the fable. r711 
Avpison Sect. No. 183 7 1 Jotham’s fable of the Trees is 
the oldest that is extant. 1796 H. Hunter tr. SZ. Pierre's 
Stud. Nat. (1799) 111. 496 His Fable of the Belly and the 
Members, 1841-4 Emerson Zss. Hist, Wks. (Bohn) I. 6A 
poet makes twenty fables with one moral. 1865 WricuT 
Hist. Caricature v. (1875) 75 We find no traces of fables 
among the original literature of the German race, 

3. [After Latin fabe/a.] The plot or story of a 
play or poem. ‘+ Also (varely), a dramatic com- 
position, play. 4 

1678 Rymer Trag. of Last Age Ded. 4, I have chiefly 
consider’d the Fable or Plot, which all conclude to be the 
Soul of a Tragedy. /éid. 87 This Fable [of Orhed/o] is 
drawn from a Novel..by Giraldi Cinthio. x71z ADDISON 
Spect. No. 39 P3 The modern Tragedy excels that of Greece 
and Rome, in the Intricacy and Disposition of the Fable. 
1767 B. THornton tr. Plautus II. 112 note, The part which 
Lysimachus afterwards takes in the fable. 1779-81 Joun- 
son L. P., Cowley Wks. II. 60 The fable [of the Davideis] 
is plainly implex. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Shaks. Wks. 
(Bohn) I, 355 Shakespeare knew that tradition supplies a 
better fable than any invention can. 


+4. Talk, in phrase fo hold (a person) 7 fable ; 


discourse, narration. Ods. rare. [ 

c1400 Rom, Rose 1439, I wole nat longe holde you in fable 
Of alle this gardyn delectable, 1530 BuckmasTER Let, in 
Corpus Christi Documents \1838) 24 Here shalbe an ende 
for this tyme of this fable. 1598 B. Jonson Lv, Man in 
Hum. 11. i, Whilst they, Sir, to relieve him in the fable, 
Make their loose comments, upon every word, Gesture, or 
look, I use. 

b. The subject of common talk; a apes or 


FABLE. 


thing who has become proverbial; a ‘ byword’. 
arch. [After L. fabula: see Hor. Zp. 1. xiii. 9.] 


1535 CoverDALE 1 A7zngs ix. 7 Israel shall be come a by- 
worde and fabell [1382 Wyc ir, schal be into a proverbe and 
into a fable] amonge all nacions. 1591 SPENSER Avines of 
Rome vii, Ye sacred ruines..Alas ! by little ye to nothing 
flie, The people’s fable, and the spoyle ofall. 1605 B. Jon- 
son Volfone 1. v, Knew you not that Sir? ’Tis the common 
fable. 1670. Corton Esfernon 1. vu. 316 He..became.. 
the Fable of the Court. 1766 C. Anstey Bath Guide xv. 14 
I'm a Fable !..and serve to dispense An Example to all 
Men of Spirit and Sense. 1842 Tennyson Gard. Dax. 
6 We grew The fable of the city where we dwelt, 1849 
Tuackeray Pendennis \xxv, He..broke the bank several 
nights, and was the fable of the place. 

q 5. 2A trifle, toy. Obs. rare—'. 

1552 Hu okt, Seller of fables, haberdash wares, or trifles. 

6. attrib. and Comb. a. attributive, as fable-book, 
forge, t-lesynge, -tale; b. objective, as fadle- 
Jorger, -maker, -monger, -teller, -weaver; fable- 
Jraming, -mongering adjs. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 421 Varro telleb nou3t a 
fable lesynge. 1552 Hutoet, Fabler, or fable teller, or full 
of fables, fabudosus. 1591 SYLVESTER Du Bartas 1. Ww. 114 
And therefore smile I at those Fable-Forges. 1610 HEALEY 
St, Aug. Citie of God 679 How mischievous the presump- 
tion of those fable-forgers was. 1647 R. Stapy_ton Fuvenal 
173 Rhodope..(fellow bondwoman to A®sope the fable- 
maker), 1652 C. B. Svarytton Hervodian vu. 55 Niger.. 
who tells us a fabile tale. a166x Hotypay Fuvenal Pref., 
The famous Italian fable-weaver, Ariosto, 1677 GALE Crt. 
Gentiles II. 111. 72 The Pythagorising Jewish humor of 
Fable-framing Philosophie. 1678 Cupwortu /fel/, Syst. 
1. iv. Contents 190 The licentious figments of Poets and 
Fable-mongers. a1700 Drypen “fist. vii. 32 All these 
fable-makers. 1734 WATERLAND Scripture Vindicated Pref. 
xxii, The attentive Readers may perceive how to dis- 
tinguish the true and proper Allegorists from the Fable- 
mongers or Mythics. 1788 V. Knox Winter Even. 1. u. 
xv. 208 Fable books used for the initiation of children in 
reading. 1833 H. A. in PArlol. Mus, 11. 442 Men who 
were not fable-makers or compilers of marvellous stories. 
1851 H, Metyvitte Whale xxxiv. 168 His credulous, fable- 
mongering ears. 


Fable ({zib’l), v. Also 7 fabule. [a. OF. 
fabler :—L. fabularé to talk, discourse, f. fabula : 
see Fapie, The Eng. senses are directly derived 
from those of the sb.] 

+ 1. intr. To speak, talk, converse. Obs. rare—". 
[A Latinism.] 

1382 Wyciir Lukexxiy. 15 While they talkiden (or fableden) 


[Vulg. fabularentur]..Ihesu him self neizynge went with 
hem, 1570 Levins Mavif.2 To fable, talke, confabulari. 

+2. a. To tell fictitious tales, speak fiction, 
romance. b. To talk idly. Ods. 

&. c1380 Wycuir Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 133 Whanne men 
speken fables pei fablen in per speche. x401 Pol. Poems 
(1859) II. 41 Daw, thou fablest of foxes. 1571 GoLpiNG 
Calvin on Ps, xviii. 16 David..doth not fable like a Poet. 
1593 Suaks. 3 Hen. VI, v. v.25 Let sop fable in a Winters 
Night, a@rzax Prior 1st Hymn Callimachus 69 Saturn’s 
sons..Old poets mention, fabling. 1814 Soutury Roderick 
vi. 115, I do not dream nor fable. 

b. 1579 J. Jones Preserv. Bodie §& Soule i. xviii. 31 Let 
Paracelsus. .neuer so foolishly fable to the contrarie. 1653 
Fisuer Baby Baptism 7 Fabling about moods and figures. 
1870 Daily News 15 Oct., Superstition is at last resolvable 
into the claim of ignorance. .to fable of the ineffable. 

3. To speak falsely, talk falsehoods, lie. Const. 
with. Obs. exc. arch. 

1530 Calisto §& Melzb. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 68, 1 wonder 
where she gets The things that she hath with folks for to 
fable. 1535 Boorpe Let. in /ztrod. Know/. Introd. (1870) 
57 In wytness pat I do not fable with yow, 1612 77zuvo0 
Noble Kinsmen ut. v, To say verity, and not to fable We 
are a merry rout, or else a rabble. 1634 Sir T. Herpert 
Trav. 158 [Those who have made a pilgrimage to Mecca] 
are euer after accounted Syets or Holy men, and cannot 
fable from that time forward. 1801 Sournry Thalaba x. 
xiii, Thou hast fabled with me! 1814 Mrs. J. West Alicia 
de Lacy 111. 268 Mother, I do not fable. 

4. trans, To say or talk about fictitiously ; to re- 
late as in a fable, fiction, or myth; to fabricate, 
invent (an incident, a personage, story, ete.). With 
simple and complementary object, fo with %n/f, 
with sentence a8 0/7.; also adsol. + To fable up: 
to work up by fiction 77/0, 

1553 Even 7veat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 42 What foles do 
fable, take thou no hede at all. 15867 MapLet Gr. Forest 96 
It is fabled with the Poets, that Ixion, Junoes Secretary, 
prouoked hir to Venery. 1583 Sranynurst A enezs 1, (Arb.) 
46 Hee fabled sundrye reportes. 1598 Stow Sw7v. vii. (1603) 
34 Aldersgate. .called not of..Eldarne trees. .as some haue 
fabuled. 1611 SreEp //ist. Gt. Brit. 1. xi. 21/2 The Hur- 
lers..fabuled to bee men metamorphosed into stones. 1638 
Forp Fancves un. iii, That is a truth much fabled, never found. 
1667 Mitton P. LZ. vi, 292 Turn this Heav’n itself into the 
Hell Thou fablest. 1726 De For Hist. Devil 1. x. (1840) 139 
Men soon fabled up their histories. .into miracle and wonder. 
1741 Warts Jmprov. Mind (1801) 4 The most learned of 
mortals will never..act over again what is fabled of Alex- 
ander. _ 1750 WarBuRTON ¥xlian v, Of these [cannon] 
the Chinese were at liberty to fable what they pleased. 
1774 Pennant Your Scot. in 1772. 354 This castle is 
fabled to have been founded by Ewin. 1794 CoteripcEe 
Relig. Musings viii, Armed Deities Such as the blind 
lonian fabled erst. 1814 Worpsw. Wh. Doe 1. 110 More 
clear Than ghosts are fabled to appear. 1847 TENNYSON 
Princ. 1. 120, I fabled nothing fair But, your example 
pilot, told her all. 1869 Puittips Vesuz, viii. 207 The in- 
habitants fabled that the birds which attempted to fly over 
it fell down into the water. 1877 L. Morris Epic Hades 
ul. 242 And so men fabled me, a huntress. 








! 


2 
Fabled (féib’ld), Af/. a. [f. prec. + -ED1.] In 


senses of the verb. 
1. Described or mentioned in fable, celebrated in 
fable; mythical, legendary. 


a1740 T. Ticket 70 a lady, with descr. Phenix, Each 
fabled charm in matchless Czlia meets. 1780 Cowrer Progr. 
Err. 231 Like fabled Tantalus. 1813 SHELLEY Q. A/adé ww. 
89 A garden shall arise, in loveliness Surpassing fabled 
Eden. a 7853 Rosertson Sev. Ser. 1. v. Introd. (1872) 
61 Like the fabled monsters of old. ‘ : 

2. Having no real existence, fictitious, invented. 

1606 Warner A/d, Eng, xiv. 1xxxiv. (1612) 350 This for no 
fabled Caution was obserued, but too trew. 1725 Porr 
Odyss. xvi. 100 Do, .priests in fabled oracles advise? 1870 
Morris Earthly Par. 111. 1v. 188 Men by fabled woes were 
stirred. 

Fabledom (féi'b’ldom). vare. [f. FaBLE sd. + 
-poM.] The ‘ realm’ or ‘world’ of fable. 

1852 (¢/¢/e), Freaks and Follies of Fabledom, a little 
‘Comic’ Lempriere. 1891 E. Peacock NV. Brendon 11. 334 
The literature of fabledom. 

Fabler (féiblo1). Also 4, 7 fabuler. [f. prec. 
+-ER1: perh. after OF. fableor:—L. fabulator- 
em; see FABULATOR.] One who fables. +a. A 
writer of fables or apologues (06s. vare—*: a 
literalism of translation). b. One who invents 
fictitious stories; chiefly in contemptuous use, a 
fiction-monger, fabulous historian. +e. One 
who speaks falsely, a liar (0ds.). 

a&. 1382 Wycur Baruch iii. 23 The fablers, or janglers. 
1609 BinLr (Douay) 767d. iii. 23 Marchants of Merrhe, and of 
Theman, and fablers..searchers of prudence and under- 
standing. 

b. 1614 Raveicu fist, World w. ii. § 21. 485 Our great 
traveller Mandivile..we account the greatest fabler of the 
world. 1644 Be. Hatt Rem. Wks. (1660) 130 The bold 
legends of lying fablers. 1728 W.SmitH Ann. Univ. College 
153 Little Credit is to be given to these Fablers. 1821 ‘T. 
CampBett in Mew Monthly Mag. 11. 228 The romantic 
fablers have generally aggravated the horrors of Circe. 1869 
J.D. Batpwin Preh. Nations ii. (1877) 24 That ready fabler, 
the Carian physician Ctesias, 1878 T. Sincrair Mount 
PS Rather was he [Swedenborg] a mechanical fabler of 

acts. 

ec. 1362 Lanci. P. P72. A. 1. 157 Alle pis obure Fabulers 
and Faytours, bat on Fote rennen. 1548 Hatt Chron. 88 b, 
The inhabitantes of Vernoyle gevyng to light credit to the 
Frenche fablers, received the duke. 1579 E. K. Gloss. 
Spenser's Sheph. Cal. Apr. 120 Certain fine fablers, and 
loude lyers. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Tvag. u. i. in Hazl. 
Dodsley X. 46 Y’ are villains, fablers!..you lie. 1624 F. 
White Repl. Fisher 86 Some .. censure the reporters of 
Miracles, as. .Fabulers and Lyars. 

|| Fabliau (fabl7jo). Pl. fabliaux. [F. fadliau, 
assumed sing. to OF. fabliaux, pl. of fable/, dim. 
of fable: see FABLE.] A metrical tale, belonging 
to the early period of French poetry. 

1804 Scort /xtrod. Sir Tristr. 48 The interesting fabliaux 
of the Anglo-Norman frouveurs. 1823 RoscoE tr. S7s- 
mondis Lit, Eur. (1846) 1. viii. 221 Some of the Fabliaux 
very nearly approach the romances of chivalry. 1874 
Green Short Hist. vy. (1876) 215 The broad humour of the 
fabliau. 

Fabling (féiblin), vd/. sb. [f. FABLE v. + 
-ING!.] The action of the vb. FABLE; the telling 
of fictitious stories, fabulous narration, romancing, 


+ lying ; an instance of the same. 

a1300 #. £. Psalter cxviii [cxix.]. 85 Wicked fablinges 
talde tome. 1530 Cadisto § Melib. in Hazl. Dodsley 1. 78 
With thy fabling and thy reasoning, i-wis I am beguiled. 
1610 HoLttanp Camden's Brit, 1. 24 In the same veine 

. of fabling they called this Iland Albion. 1671 Miz- 
ton P. R. 1v. 295 The next to fabling fell and smooth con- 
ceits. 1774 Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry (1775) 1. 22, | have 
considered the Saracens ..the first authors of romantic 
fabling among the Europeans, 1821 Lams Elia, Old 
Benchers, Extinct be the fairies and fairy trumpery of 
legendary fabling. 

b. attrib. 

1545 AscHam To.voph. (Arb.) 45 They wolde thinke you 
made it but a triflyng and fabling matter. 1565 GoLpinG 
Ovid's Met. Ep. (1593) 11 The Poet..in fabling-wise dooth 
make It happen in Deucalions time. 

Fabling ({é'-blin), pp2. a. [f. FaBLev.+-1ne*.] 
That fables, in senses of the vb.; that invents or 
relates fables; addicted to fable, romancing; in 
bad sense, mendacious. 

1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 51 Crafty imaginers of you 
fablyng French menne. 1570-6 LamBARDE Peramb. Kent 
(1826) 9 The fonde dreames of doting monkes and fabling 
friars. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 1. x. (1614) 52 As for 
Noah, the fabling heathen. .deified him. 1704 Pore W7nd- 
sor For, 227 The fabling Poets’ lays. 1822 B. CornwaLt 
Ludovico Sforza i, 4 She stood Like one of those bright 
shapes of fabling Greece. 1861 Sat. Rev. 21 Dec. 643 
Fabling hatred was busy with the name of the fallen 
usurper, 

b. occas. said of utterances, etc. 

1620 ‘I’. Pevron Paradise in Farr S. P. Yas. I (1848) 178 
The fabling prayses of Elizium fields. 1755 Gent. Mag. 
XXYV. 420 Confus’d mythology, and fabling song. 1814 
Soutnry Roderick xx, 208 False records, fabling creeds, 
and juggling priests. 

+ Fa-bor, fa‘bour. Ods. [a. OF. fauxbours : 
see Fausoure.}] A suburb. . 

c 70 Henry Wadlace viii. 527 On to the 3ettis and faboris 
off the toun Braithly thai brynt. 1489 K. Hen. VII. in 
Paston Lett. (1874) 11. 357 Thei drewe down the fabours 
of Gyngham, and made dene mete to defende a siege. 

tFabrefa‘ction. Ods. rare. fas if ad. L. 
*fabréfaction-em, n. of action f. fabréfacere, f. fabri 





FABRIC. 


skilfully + facéve to make.] The action or pro- 
cess of fashioning or making (a work of art). 

1652 GAULE Magastvom. 29 O toylsome labour, in presti- 
gious fabrefaction! 1678 Cupwortn /nfel/, Syst. 429 The 
Platonists, whose Inferiour Generated Gods. . were supposed 
to have had a stroke in the Fabrefaction of Mankind. 

Fabric (fe-brik, fzi:brik), 546. Forms: 5-6 
fabrike, -yke, 6-7 fabrique, (7 fabriq), 7-5 
fabrick(e, 7- fabric. [a. Fr. fabrigue (Pr. 
Sabriga, It. fabbrica, Sp. fdbrica), ad. L. fabrica, f. 
Jaber worker in metal, stone, wood, etc. See 
ForcE s0.] 

I. A product of skilled workmanship. 


1. An edifice, a building. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 275/1 He had neuer studye in 
newe fabrykes ne buyldynges. 1538 LELAND /?im. II. 68 
Gibbes the last Prior .. spent a great summe of Mony on 
that Fabrike. 1666 Evetyn Diary 7 Sept., The august 
fabriq of Christ Church. 1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE S?. Gt. 
Brit. uw. 1. ii. (1743) 326 Fabricks..said to have been built 
by the Picts. 1756 Nucent Gr. Zour. IV. 84 A vaulted 
fabric without wood or iron-work, three stories high. 1813 
Scotr 77term. 11. xvi, Never mortal builder’s hand his 
enduring fabric plann’d. 1865 Dickens AZut. Fr. 11. vi, 
‘The ruinous fabric was very rich in the interior. 
jig. 1611 Suaks. Wint. 7. 1. ii. 429 You may as well 
Forbid the Sea for to obey The Moone, As. .shake The Fab- 
rick of his Folly. 1664 H. More Myst. /nig. 9t Men.. 
inspired..to erect the Fabrick of the Church. 1788 Reip 
Aristotle's Log. ii. § 2.30 Force of genius sufficient to shake 
the Aristotelian fabric. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. VI. |xviii. 
126 The whole fabric of his ambition was tottering. 

+2. A contrivance ; an engine or appliance, Oés. 

1596 Drayton Leg. 1v. 721 When here that fabrique 
utterly did faile. 16co HoLttanp Livy xxv. xi. 553 When.. 
[the city of Tarentum] began to be assailed with fabricks. 
1603 — Plutarch’s Mor. 1243 What need had he to use any 
such tragique engine, or fabricke to work such feats. 1657 
REEVE Goa’s Plea 40 Tiberius. . there invented his detestable 
Fabricks of lust. ; , ‘ 

3. ‘ Any body formed by the conjunction of dis- 


similar parts’ (J.); a frame, structure. 

1633 G.Herpert Zemple, Search vii, Lord, dost thou some 
new fabrick mold Which favour winnes..leaving th’ old 
Unto their Sinnes? 1674 OwrEn Holy Spirit (1693) 25 This 
Goodly Fabrick of Heaven and Earth. 1718 Prior Solomon 
ul. 268 All the parts of this great fabrick change, Quit their 
old station, and primeval frame. 1728 THomson Spring 648 
Dry sprigs of trees, in artful fabric laid. 1853 Kane Gy7z- 
nell L-xp. (1856) 476 In this egg-shell fabric the Esquimaux 
navigator..encounters risks which, etc. 3 P. Barry 
Dockyard Econ. 241 The armour-plates and other necessary 
portions of the ponderous fabric. 

b. esp. with reference to the animal body. 

1695 Lp. Preston Boeth. 1.84 The whole Fabrick of Man, 
Body and Soul, is dissolv’d. 1758 S. Haywarp Sevmz. i. 1 
To..examine this outward fabrick the body! a 1848 R. 
W. Hamirton Rew, § Prntshiz. i. (1853) 49 The wonderful 
fabric of the human body. 1878 Hux.ey P/ysiogr. 228 The 
solid animal fabric returns to swell the sum of the fluids and 
gases, 

e. jig. 

21637 B. Jonson Exg. Gramm. 1. ii, The less [letters] 
make the Fabrick of Speech. 1669 PENN Wo Cross xii. § 10 
Death ends the Proud Man’s Fabrick. 1785 Reip /nt. 
Powers Ded., To pick holes in the fabric of knowledge 
wherever it is weak and faulty. 1817 J. Scott Paris Re- 
visit. (ed. 4) 380 A substantial fabric of public strength, 
freedom, and opulence. 1856 Sir B. Bropir Psychol. Ing. 
I. iii. 77 Questions arising out of it appertaining..to the 
whole fabric of society. : 

4, A manufactured material ; now only a ‘ textile 
fabric’, a woven stuff. 

1753 Hanway 7yvav. (1762) I. v. xx. 318 We are every day 
making new fabrics. 1791 Ropertson /vd7a ii. 88 Working 
up its {silkworm’s!"productions into..a variety of elegant 
fabrics. 1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain § Gl. 10 The fabrics 
produced. .were wanting in most of the qualities essential to 
good porcelain. 1837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Amer, II. 227 
The woollen fabric manufactured in these establishments. 
1874 Green Short Hist. v. 218 Up to Edward’s time few 
woollen fabrics seem to have been woven in England. 1883 
Stubbs’ Mercantile Circular 8 Nov. 982/2 The people in 
Nagasaki are fast going back to their old practice of spinning 
this class of fabric for themselves. 

transf, and fig. 1831 Brewster Nat, Magic ii, (1833) 18 
The fine nervous fabric which constitutes the retina. 1859 
Kinastey J7@zsc. (1860) II. 119 ‘The villain of the piece .. 
eine a rough fabric, is sly manufactured with rough 
tools. 

II. 5. The action or process of framing or con- 
structing; erection (of a building); formation (of 
an animal body or its parts). Now only sec. The 
construction and maintenance (ofa church); = Eccl. 
Lat. fabrica ecclesiv. 

161r CotGravE, Fabrigue d'vn'Esglise, The fabricke, 
raparation, or maintenance of a Church, 1650 BuLWER 
Anthrofomet. v. 72 The..providence of God manifested in 
the fabrique of the eye-lids, 1664 Power Ex. Philos. 1. 17 
The..prodigious skilfulness of Nature in the fabrick of so 
Minute an Animal. 1730 A. Gorpon Ma/ffei’s Amphith. 43 
He attributed the Fabrick of the Colosseum to him, 1757 
Burke Adridgem. Eng. Hist. 1. ii, Britains ..so expert in 
the fabrick of those chariots. 1840 Mitman Lat. Chr. III. 
ly, i. 382 The other [third] to the fabric and the poor. 

b. ‘attrib. in fabric-fund, -lands, -roll. 

1672 CoweL /nterpr., Habrick-Lands are Lands given to 
the rebuilding, repair, or maintenance of Cathedrals, or 
other Churches. 1726 Dict. Rusticum s.vy. 1848 WHARTON 
Law Lex,., Fabric Lands, property given towards the re- 
building or repairing of cathedrals and churches. 1859 
RaINE Citle, he Fabric Rolls of York Minster (Surtees), 
1875 J. T. Fowter Ripon Ch. Accts. (Surtees), Index. 
Fabric fund of Ripon. 


. 


FABRIC. 


6. Kind or method of construction or formation. 

+a. of things in general, buildings, instruments, 
etc. Also style (of architecture). Ods. 
_ 1644 Evetyn Mev. (1857) I. 82 The fabric of the Church 
is Gothic, 1662 SriLLincFL. Orig. Sacr. 11. i. § 16 The 
peculiar and admirable fabrick of the eyes. 1665 Phi‘. 
Trans. 1. 313 If any person..do not know the fabrick or 
use of any of the Instruments. @ 1682 Sir T. Browne 7'vacis 
(1684) 6 Architectonical Artists look narrowly upon .. the 
fabrick of the Temple. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. Ww. iii. § 24 
The particular Fabricks of the great masses of matter, 
which make up the .. frame of corporeal Beings. 1703 
MaunpreLt Yourn. Ferus. (1721) Add. 4 The Boats are of 
a miserable Fabrick. 1748 Azson’s Voy. u. vi. 190 To be 
well informed of the fabrick and strength of this fort. 1774 
J. Bryant Mythol, U1. 228 They were exposed upon the 
waters in a machine of this fabrick. 

b. of manufactured materials. Chiefly of textile 
articles: Texture. Also concer, a particular 
‘make’ or class (of goods). 

1758 J. Brake Plax Mar. Syst. 8 Let a particular fabric 
of paper be made. 1764 Harmer Odserv. xv. ii. 77 We.. 
conjecture, that the tents of the Patriarchs..were of the 
same fabric. 1879 CaLtpERwoop Mind § Br. 55 One who 
is constantly at work amongst cloths of different fabric. 

ec. fig. 

1752 Hume Zss. § Treat. (1777) I. 181 The fabric and 
constitution of our mind no more depends on our choice 
than that of our body. 1753 Smotietr Ct. Fathowe (1784) 
57/t Fools of each fabrick, sharpers of all sorts. 1779-81 
Jounson L. P., Pope Wks, IV. 106 He used almost always 
the same fabric of verse. 1871 Earte Philol. Eng. Tongue 
§ 597 Compounds vary extremely as regards laxity or com- 
pactness of fabric. 

7. concr. a. Of a textile article: The woven sub- 
stance ; tissue, fibre. Also fig. 

1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusenz. 152 In following that ex- 
ample our bleachers destroyed the fabric of their goods. 
1836 J. GitpertT Chr. Atonezz. ix. (1852) 263 There are 
minds in whose fabric the ratiocinative faculty preponderates. 
1842 Biscuorr Woollen Manuf. \1. 228 German wool is of 
that inferior description which enters into the fabric of low 
middling cloths. 1877 E. R. Conprr Bas. Faith i. 3 Faith 
in. the Unseen and reverence for the Divine—are inwoven 
in the very fabric of our nature. 

b. Occas. used for: Structural material. 

1849 Murcuison S’Zuria iii. 42 Lime wherewith to supply 
the fabric of the thicker shell of other mollusca. 1850 Davu- 
BENY A font. Th, viii. (ed. 2) 245 The chief constituent of the 
vegetable fabric. 1866 Rocrrs Agric. § Prices I. xx. 503 
The fabric of the mill appears to have been invariably 
timber. 

III. 8. A building erected for purposes of 
manufacture; a place where work is carried on; 
a factory, manufactory. rare. 

1656-81 Biounr Glossogr., Fabric, a shop or work-house 
wherein any thing is framed. 1753 Hanway Zyav, (1762) I. 
ut. xiv. 61 His fabric appeared as a little town, having about 
four hundred looms. 1777 W. DatyrympeLe Trav. Sp. & 
Port. xxxi, The Marquis. . iz established a fabrick of woollen 
cloth. 1807 SoutHry Esfriedla’s Lett, (1808) I. 33 There 
is a great fabric of carpets at Axminster. 1844 Yvaser’s Mag. 
XXX. 431/1 The first fabric of liqueurs which had any 
extensive renown was that of Montpellier, 

+ Fabric, v. Oés. In 7-8 fabrick(e. [f. prec. 
sb.] ¢vans. To construct, fashion, frame, make (a 
material or immaterial object). Also, Zo fabric up 
== FABRICATE I and Ic. 

1623 Favine Theat. Hon. x. ti, That [Target] of Achilles, 
fabrickt by the Armourer Vulcane. 1625 Br. Mounracu 
App. Cesar i. xv. 215 Such as the Papists fabricke up unto 
themselves in their works of Supererogation. 1644 Mitton 
Areop. (Arb.) 74 Matters fram’d and fabric’t already to 
our hands. 1708 J. Puivirs Cyder 1. 349 The polish’d Glass, 
whose small Convex .. shews .. how [Cheese-Inhabitants] 
Fabrick their Mansions in the harden’d milk. 1738 Covz- 
mon Sense (1739) II. 5 You fabrick Generals as Statuaries 
do Figures of Wood and Clay. 

Hence + Fa‘bricker, Fa‘bricking v0/. sd. 

1698 R. Fercusson View Eccles. 107 The Original Authors 
and Fabrickers of the Word [¢vimer] designed to Describe 
those..who were neither Loyal Subjects..nor Vigorous 
Patrons. /did. 116 A key of his own Fabricking. 

[a. F. 


Fabricant (febrikant). Now rave. 
Jabricant, ad. L. fabricant-em, pr. pple. of fabricare 
to FaBricatEe.}] One who fabricates, constructs, or 


fashions (anything) ; a maker or manufacturer. 
1757 Herald (1758) I. No. 10. 161 The fabricant is taxed 
in the materials he uses. 1777 W. DaLrympLe Trav. Sp. & 
Port. cxlv, The minister, in the name of the king, first 
fabricant. 1799 G.Smitu Laboratory LL. 40 Every fabricant 
or manufacturer at Lyons, in the flowered way. 1834 LyTTon 
Pontpett 162 Woe to us fabricants of bronze. 1884 G. 
Bapen-Powe tt in Fortx. Rev. 1 Nov. 641 Fabricants and 
refiners manage to create a large margin of ‘ sugar’. 


+ Fa‘bricate, fa. pple. Sc. Obs. [ad. L. fa- 
bricat-us pa. pple. of fabricare.] (See quot.) 

1755 JouNson s. v., When they [Scottish lawyers] suspect a 
paper to be forged, they say it is fadricate. 

Fabricate (fe:brikeit), v.  [f. L. fabricat- ppl. 
stem of fabrica-re, f. fabrica FABRIC sd.] 

1. trans. To make anything that requires skill ; 
to construct, manufacture. Now rave. 

1598 Yonc Diana 171 Wals fabricated by artificiall hand. 
1667 Fravet Saint /udeed (1754) 59 A guilty conscience .. 
is the devil’s anvil on which he fabricates all those swords 
and spears. 1678 CupwortuH /xtell. Syst. 235 God Fabri- 
cated the Earth. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot. in 1772, 10 
Hinges..and other branches of hardware are fabricated 
here. 1821 Craic Lect. Drawing ii. 134 Colourless Glass. . 
has never yet been fabricated. 1857 Wuewe vt //7s¢. 
Induct, Sc. 1, 198 He is reported to have fabricated clocks. 
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1872 Yeats Growth Comm. 247 And silk was first fabricated 
in that city [Tours]. 

+b. Zo fabricate about with: to surround as 
with a framework of. Ods. 

1634 Sir Tl. Hersert Zrav. 64 This citie, the metropolis 
of Persia, is fabricated about with spacious gardens. 

¢e. with immaterial object. Also adso/. 

1621 Burton Axat. Mel. u. ii. 11. 328 Our later Mathe- 
matitians haue .. fabricated new systemes of the World, out 
of their own Dedalian heads, 1783 C. J. Fox Sf. E. India 
Bill 26 Nov., He was not vain enough to think, that any 
bill he could fabricate would be perfect. 1864 Bowen 
Logic ii. 43 Vhe secret workshop in which nature fabricates 
cognitions and thoughts. 1875 Wuitney Life Lang. ii. 19 
‘The tens of thousands [of words] which might be fabricated, 


+d. Used for: To produce factitiously. Ods. 

1776 Tu. Percivat Philos., Med. §& Exp. Essays U1. 274 
The miliary eruption is frequently fabricated by .. heating 
remedies and forced sweats. 

2. In bad sense: To ‘make up’; to frame or 
invent (a legend, lie, etc.) ; to forge (a document). 

1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. (1789) I. xl. 349 The whole 
story was fabricated. 1790 Patey Hore Paud. i. 5 An 
impostor who was fabricating a letter in the name of St. 
Paul. 1818 Hatiam AZid. Ages ix. (1819) 346 Every saint 
{had] his legend, fabricated in order to enrich the churches 
under his protection. 1855 Macautay Hist, Eng. IV. 391 
Numerous lies, fabricated by the priests..were already in 
circulation. 1873 Act 36-7 Vict. c. 71 § 33 If any person. . 
wilfully fabricate in whole or in part, .. any voting paper. 

Wence Fabricated p//.a., Fabricating v0/. sb. 

1630 WapswortH Pilgr. vii. 67 His Art in contriuing and 
fabricating of Ships, and Gallyes. 1796 A. M. JoHnson 
Monmouth 1. 65 While the secret schemes of diabolical 
revenge were fabricating. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. Il. 542 
Among the fabricated articles, are great numbers of stoves. 
1796 Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 67 New fabricated 
republicks. 1805 T. Jerrerson W7it. (1830) IV. 43 This 
fabricated flight from Richmond was not among the charges. 
1853 KANne Grinnell Exp. xxv.'1856) 205 There isnot aman 
..who would have given. .the countenance of his silence to 


a fabricated claim. 
Fabrication (febrikéifon). [ad. L. fabrica- 


tion-em, n. of action f. fabrecare to FABRICATE. ] 

1. The action or process of fabricating (sense 1 
of the vb.) ; construction, fashioning, manufacture ; 
also, a particular branch of manufacture. Now rave. 

1677 Hare Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 290 Plato..falls into 
conjectures, attributing. .the Fabrication of the Body to the 
Dit ex Deo or Angels, 1710 BerKeLey Princ, Hum. Knowl. 
1. § 62 The Fabrication of all those Parts and Organs be 
not absolutely necessary to the producing any effect. 1790 
Burke Fr. Rev. 44 The fabrication of a new government 
is enough to fill us with disgust, 1845 R. W. Hamit- 
ton Pop. Educ. iii. (ed. 2) 37 Our woollen, cotton, and silk 
fabrications have drawn out an immense amount of artizans. 
1863 Lyet, Axtig. M/an 10 Materials which have each in 
their turn served for the fabrication of implements. 

concr. 1602 WARNER Ad, Eng. Epit. (1612) 356 Seuerus 
his forced vallie, with other strong. . fabrications. 

2. In bad sense: The action of fabricating or 
‘making up’; the invention (of a statement) ; the 
forging (of a document). Also concr. An inven- 
tion; a false statement ; a forgery. 

1790 J. Bruce Source of Nile \I, 151 Fabrications of 
people that never have been in Abyssinia. 1819 Sir W. 
O. Russety Crimes §& Misdemeanours w. xxvii. § 1 The 
fabrication and false making of the whole of a written in- 
strument.. will amount to forgery. 1839 THiRLWALL Greece I. 
vii. 257 What is said to have happened might have been in- 
vented, and the occasion and motives for the fabrication 
may be.conceived. 1846 Wricut Ess. Afid. Ages II. xiii. 
83 The tommon account of his death is a mere fabrication. 
1880 T. A. Spatpinc £/iz. Demonol. 46 Stories..that had 
too inconvenient a basis of evidence to be dismissed as 


fabrications. 
Fabricative (fe'brikctiv), a. [f. L. stem /a- 


bricat-: see FABRICATE and -Ive.] Having the 
power or quality of fabricating ; tending to fabri- 
cation. 

1793 I. Taytor Orvat. Fudian 142 Forms subsist in Nature 
fabricative, but not intellective. 1844 Marc. Futter Mom. 
19th C. (1862) 118 ‘The first triad is demiurgic or fabrica- 
tive, that is Jupiter, Neptune, Vulcan. 

Fabricator (febrike'tox). [a. L. fabricator, 
f. fabricave ; see FABRICATE. ] 


1, One who or that which frames or fashions. 

c 1645 Hower Left?. m1. ix, The Almighty fabricator of 
the Universe doth nothing in vain. 1765 Ex.is in PAd7. 
Trans. LV. 283 These worms appeared evidently, instead 
of being the fabricators of it, to have pierced their way 
into the soft substance. 1844 Disraeti Coningsby vi. iil. 
262 The grotesque genius of its fabricator. 1846 J. Bax- 
rer Libr. Pract. Agric. ied. 4) 11. 413 Domestic fabricators 
are too apt to fail in this particular, thinking that when 
they have mixed together a portion of sugar and fruit their 
labouris done, 1860 Farrar Orig. Lang. i. 26 The Deity 
as the fabricator of Adam’s language. 1863 LyeLtt Axtig. 
Maun ix. (ed. 3) 166 They teach us that the fabricators of 
the antique tools. .were all post-glacial. 

2. In bad sense: One who frames a false state- 
ment or forges a document ; a forger. 

1795 Mason Ch. Mus. iii. 191 The Translator or Fabricator 

f the Works of Ossian. 1796 Br. Watson Afol. Bible 231 
Had they been fabricators of these genealogies, they would 
have been exposed at the time to instant detection. 1863 
Miss BrAvvon Eleanor’s Vict. 111. vi. 82 The fabricator of 
a forged will. 

Fa'bricato:ry, 7. vare—'. [ad. late L. fabri- 
catori-us, £. fabricare ; see FABRICATE and -orY.] 
Tending to fabricate. 








FABULIZE. 


1855 Chamb. Fru’. 1V. 66 Neither Youth melodramatic 
- nor Antiquary fabricatory. 

Fabricatress. [f. Fapricaror+ -Ess.] ‘A 
female who fabricates.’ 

1846 WorcesTER cites LErF. 

+ Fa‘bricature. Os. Also 7 fabrycature. 
[f. L. stem fadricat-: see Fapricate and -uRE.] 
The action of fabricating ; construction. b. Me- 
thod or style of construction. ¢. Structure ; 
‘make’. 

1600 Dymmok /redand (1843) 37 The scite and fabrycature 
of which [forte] declare S' John Norris..an ingener. 1607 
TorseLt, Serpents (1653) 643 In the fabricature of their 
Honey-combes, they [Bees] make the fashion according to 
the magnitude and figure of the place. 1641 Disc. Pr. 
Henry in Harl, Misc. (Malh.) III. 523 The fashion and 
fabricature of the ships. 1657 TomLinson Renou’'s Disp. 
399 A Dragon. .of such artificiall yet naturall fabricature. 

+ Fa‘brile, a. Ovs. fa. OF. fadrile, ad. L. 
Jabril-ts, f. faber artificer.] Of or belonging to a 
craftsman or his craft. adrile glue: carpenter’s 
glue (L. fabrile gluten). 

1611 Corcr., adbrile, of, or belonging to the craft of a 
Smith, Mason, or Carpenter. 1661 Lovey //ist. Anim. § 
Min, 22 The fabrile glue decoct in Water and applied, 
helpeth the teeth. 1664 Everyn Sylva (1776) 649 Trees, 
fitted. .for Timber and allother Fabrile employments. 1678 
LittLeton Lat. Dict., Fabrile, or of Smiths work, fabrilis. 

Fabular (febislar), a. [ad. L. fabselar-zs, f. 
Fibula (see FABLE sé.).] Pertaining to or of the 


nature of a fable, fabulous. 

1684 W. Baxter tr. Plutarch’s Mor. (1694) IV. 87 These 
then are most of the Heads of this Fabular Narration. 
1811 Lamp Guy Maux, The way which we take to per- 
petuate the memory of this deliverance is well adapted to 
keep up this fabular notion. 1850 /vaser’s M/ag. XLI. 
535 Simplicity..is better adapted to fabular composition. 


+ Fa‘bular, sd. Ods. [ad. late L. fabularius, 
f. fabula ¥ABLE.] A narrator or recorder of tales 
or fictions, 

1565 JeweLr Def. Afol. (1611) 279 That Great fond Fa- 
bular Simeon Metaphrastes. 

Fabulate (febizleit), v. [f. L. fabudat- ppl. 
stem of fabulari to speak, f. fabula FABLE sd.) 

+1. a. trans. To relate as a fable or myth. b. 


intr. To talk or narrate in fables. Ods. 

1616 T. Apams Servi. Fas. iii. 8 Wks. (1629) 143 Guarded 
-.as..it were with Gyants in an Inchanted towre, as they 
fabulate. 1624 Hreywoop Gunaik. 1.17 This historie.. is 
with much nimble..witte fabulated by Ovid. 

2. trans. To invent, concoct, fabricate. 

1856 BusuneLy Serm. Living Subj., Fabulating visit and 
vision to express his grief. 

+ Fabula‘tion. 0¢5.—° [ad. L. fabulation em, 
n. of action f. fzbulari: see prec.] The action of 
fabulating. 

1727-36 Bawry, Fabudation, the moralizing of fables. 
1775 1n AsH. : f 

abulator (fe'bisleiter), [a. L. fabulator, 
agent-n. f. fabulavt (sce FaBULATE).] One who 
fabulates or relates fables; a story-teller. 

1604 Aberdeen Reg. 24 Oct. (Spalding Club) II, 264 He 
that happinnis to be fabulatour, to bring his candill with 
him. 1678 Cupwortu /xteil. Syst. 1. iv. § 17. 298 Looking 
upon this Orpheus, not as a meer Fanciful Poet and Fabu- 
lator. 1701 Grew Coswt. Sacra wv. iii. 170 An historical 
Point, which no Fabulator would have thought of. 1801 
Srrutr Sports § Past. 11. iii. 163 He desired the fabu- 
lator to tell him longer stories, 1841 D’IsraELi Amen. 
Lit. (1867) 72 The great then had fabulators or tale-tellers, 
as royalty has now. .its readers. 

Fabule, obs, var. FABLE sé. and v. 

Fabulist (ferbizlist). [ad. F. faduliste, f. L. 
fibula; see FABLE sb. and -18T.] 

1. One who relates fables or legends ; a composer 


of apologues. 

1593 Munpy Def. Contraries 12 The fabulists feigned 
Acteon to be turned into a Hart. 1682 Dupiey Light to 
Paradise 93 Fortune, who. .by the fabulist, is represented 
with a great Complaint in her mouth upon that occasion. 
1757 Foore Author Prol., The Grecian fabulist, in moral 
lay, Has thus address’d the writers of this day. 1835 Foin- 
soniana 256 The fabulists frequently make the wolves con- 
verse with the lambs. 1874 Farrar Christ 45 The fabu- 
lists of Christendom. .surround Christ’s boyhood with a blaze 
of miracle. : 

+b. A professional story-teller. Ods. 

1605 B. Jonson Volpone u. i, Stale Tabarine, the fabu- 
list. 1698 R. Fercusson View Eccles. 84 The Sallaries of 
Buffoons, Fabulists or Revelers. 

2. One who invents falsehoods. 

1625 Br. Hatt Public Thanksgiving Wks. 1837 V. 22¢ 
Those bold Fabulists..take a course to cast themselves into 
that, pit, whence [etc.]. 1794 Patey Zuid. u. iil. (1817) 87 
The mind of a forger or a fabulist. 1836-7 Sir W. Hamu~ 
ton Metaph. (1877) I. iti. 47 The former [Heraclides] is 
confessed to have been an egregious fabulist. 1841 D’Is- 
RAELI Amen. Lit. (1867)151 The most ingenuous of voyagers 
has been condemned as an idle fabulist. 


+ Fabuli‘stic, 2. Os. rare}. [f. prec. + 
-1c.] Given to be a fabulist ; devoted to the com- 


position of fables or apologues. 
1630 J. Tayior (Water P.) Sir G. Nonsence Wks, u. 2/2 
Esop, that old fabulisticke Phrygian. 


+ Fa‘bulize, v. Ods. [f. L. fabul-a Fasur+ 
-IZE.] a. intr. To invent fables. b. ‘vans. To 
concoct, invent. ¢. To relate as legend; with 
sentence as 067. d. To dress up as a fable. 
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FABULOSE. 


1612 tr. Benvenuto’s Passenger 1. 1. § 19. 71 Endlesly 
among themselves they fabulize, nourish the mistery. 1633 
T. ApAms Exp. 2 Peter i. 16 They did but fabulize an 
apish imitation of God's truth. 1738 G. Smitu Cur. Relat. 
Il. 530 The Persians fabulize in their Alcoran, that [etc.] 
1818 G. S. Faser //ore Mosaicxz 1. 251 It is utterly im- 
possible that it [the Pentateuch] could thus grossly have 
fabulized. 


Hence Fa‘bulized ff/.a. Fa‘bulizing vd/.sd, and 
ppl.a. 


1819 G. S. Faser Disfensations (1823) I. 241 Their 
fabulized history. 1816 — Ovig. Pagan /dol. 1. 315 ‘The 
very wildest style of oriental fabulizing. did. Il. 502 
The fabulizing monks of the holy sepulchre. Jé¢d. III. 334 


A fabulizing martyrology. 
+Fabulose, a. Obs. [ad. L. fabulos-us, f. 


fabula: see FaB.E sb.) Fond of fables, myths, or 
enigmas; = FABULOUS I. Z 

1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles u1. 76 They [the Cabalists] grew 
so vain and fabulose that fete). Ibid. 152 These fabulose 
Monkes mixe many of their own fantastic allegoric Fables 
therewith. 1727-36 Bamey, /adzdose, feigned, full of fables. 

Fabulosity (feebizlg'siti). [ad. F. fabzloszté, 
ad. L. fabuldsitat-em, {. fabulosus : see prec.] 

1. The quality of being fabulous; fabulousness. 
a. Of persons: Fondness for narrating or inventing 
fables. 

1599 Asp. Appot Descr. World, Chaldea (1634) 112 In 
their [Chaldeans’] fabulositie they would report that they 
had .. Observations for five and twentie thousand years. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Zp. 1. vi. 23 The fabulositie of 
those times, 

b. Of a composition, narrative, etc. : Fabulous 
or mythical character ; fictitiousness. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor. 489 Some..more civilly 
avoiding the fabulosity of this tale say [etc.]. 1678 Cup- 
wortH Jntell, Syst. 236 Plato ..doth but .. slily jear it, 
plainly insinuating the fabulosity thereof. 1741 WARBURTON 
Div. Legat. V1. v1. ii. 490 He supposed the fabulosity of 
that [Book of Job] concluded against the real existence of 
the Patriarch. 1777 Jonnson in Mad. D’Arblay’s Early 
Diary 27 Mar., There is not..much of the spirit of fabu- 
losity in this Fable. 

+ 2. quasi-concr. Something fabulous; a fabu- 
lous statement, fable. Ods. 

1601 Hottanp Péiny II. 605 That. .posterity ensuing may 
yet be acquainted with their fabulosities. 1681 H. More 
Exp. Dan. Pref. 48 The ridiculous fabulosity of Enoch and 
Elias their coming again in the Flesh. 1807 G, CHALMERS 
Caledonia I. Pref. 8 These form historical matters of 
singular interest if they be investigated from facts in con- 


tempt of fabulosity. 
Fabulous (febivles), a. [ad. L. fabulos- 


us, {. fabula: see FABLE sé. and -ous. Cf. F. fa- 
buleux.) 

1. Of a person (or anything personified) : Fond 
of relating fables or legends, given to fabling. 

Now only with sbs. like Aistorian, chronicler; cf. sense 3. 

1546 Bate Lng. Votaries u. (1551) 10 Wherof. .the fabulouse 
poetes reporteth [Venus] to be engendered. 1591 SHaks. 
1 Hen, VI, 1. iii. 18, I see Report is fabulous and false. 1637 
R. Humpnrey tr. S4, Ambrose i. 26 Aristotle... holdeth God 
to bee. .no otherwise then the fabulous Poets have feigned. 
c 1650 CowLey Death Crashaw 28 Wanton as Girls, as old 
Wives, Fabulous! 1805 N. Nicuotts in Corr. with Gray 
(1843) 43 An author .. never fabulous except when he gave 
the relations of others. 1864 Burton Scot Adr. I. i. 2 
Boece and our other fabulous chroniclers. 7 

+b. Fond of listening to fables or stories. Ods. 

1589 Putrennam Lng. Poesie 1, vii. (Arb.) 30 The Clergy 
of that fabulous age. 1669 Gate Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. ii. 12 
It was Plato’s Custome to hide his choicest opinions, under 
the figure of some Fable .. lest he should ., displease the 
fabulous people. 

2. Spoken of or celebrated in fable or myth; 


fabled, mythical. [So L. fabzlostus.] 

1601 HoLianp Pliny I. 91 Atlas, the most fabulous moun- 
taine of all Africke, 1887 Swinpurne Locrine Ded. viii, 
Milton’s..lips have made august the fabulous air. 

3. O:1 a narrative: Of the nature of a fable or 
myth, full of fables, unhistorical, legendary. 
fabulous age, period, etc.: one of which the ac- 
counts are chiefly or entirely mythical. 

1555 Even Decades 215 Such thynges as haue byn wrytten 
. of the places where they growe are all fabulous and false. 
1656 M. Bun Israer Vind. Fudvorum in Phenix (1708) 
IL. gor, I have seen a fabulous Narrative of the Proceedings 
of a great Council of the Jews. 1712 Puivirs Distrest 
Mother Pref., A Matter of Fact..far removed into the dark 
and fabulous Ages, 1776 Apam Situ W, NV.1. xi. I. 214 
The story..is ina great measure fabulous. 1855 H. REED 
Lect. Eng. Hist. iii. 78 The fabulous chronicles of those 
ages. 1872 Yeats Zechn. Hist. Comm. 60 The Chinese 
possess. .their fabulous and semi-historical periods. 

4. Of alleged existences or facts: Belonging to 
fable, mythical, legendary. 

1577-87 Ho.insHep Chron. I. 121/1 Which because in 
the iudgement of the most it may seeme meere fabulous, 
we will omit and passe ouer, 1644 Mitton Aveop. 4 
‘Those fabulous Dragon’s teeth. 1737 CuEsTeRF. Wes. (1777) 
I. 70 The fabulous birth of Minerva. 1833 LyELL Princ. 
Geol, III, 330 The former existence of the Atlantis of 
Plato..may be true in geology, although fabulous as an 
historical event. 1875 Jowrtt Plato (ed, 2) III. 69 Winged 
dragons and other fabulous monsters. 

+b. Of a doctrine, error, or notion: Based on 
or originating in fable or fiction. Ods. 

1602 Warner Ald. Eng. Epit. (1612) 351 Our Historie 
auoideth not the suspition of some fabulous errours, 165 
Hospes Leviath. iv. xliv. 334 Their fabulous Doctrine 
concerning Demons, 1794 Paine (¢z¢/e), The Age of Reason, 
being an investigation of true and of fabulous Theology. 
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5. a. Resembling a fable, absurd, ridiculous. 
yare. }. Such as is met with only in fable; 
beyond the usual range of fact ; astonishing, in- 
credible. 

a. 86x T. Norton Calvin's Inst. w. 50 How vayne 
and fabulous is it, to iudge the Chirch alredy in euery 
part holy and spottlesse, wherof all the members are spotty 
and very vncleane, 1611 Tourneur A/A. 7 vag. u. vi, Tush! 
these idle dreames Are fabulous. 1853 BrimLey Zss. 278 The 
pretence is fabulous. 

b. 1609 Hotrann Am. Marcell. 228 With a fabulous 
and incredible multitude [L. cus multitudine fabulosa). 
1822-56 Dre Quincey Confess. Wks. 1. 234 foot-n., Accord- 
ing to the modern slang phrase, I had..used ‘fabulous’ 
quantities [of opium]. 1852 Miss Mirrorp in L’Estrange 
Life II. xiii.237 His [Daniel Webster's] passion for fish. .1s 
something fabulous. 1857 Lp. Houcurton in L£7/e (1891) 
Il. xii. 18 Houses. .let at fabulous rents, 1859 MAcAULAY 
WW’, Pitt, Misc. Writings (1889) 431 He found that the waste 
of the servants’ hall was almost fabulous. 


Fabulously (fo bizlasli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY?.] 
In a fabulous manner or degree. 

1. After the manner of a fable or fiction; as ina 
fable. 


1598 Grenewey Zacitus’ Ann. vi. vii. (1604) 131 These 
things are vncertaine and fabulously augmented. 1613 
SELDEN Notes on Drayton's Polyolb. viii. (1622) 122 Giants 
. fabulously supposed begotten by spirits upon Dioclesian’s 
or Danaus’ daughters, 1646 Sir TV. Browne Psexd. Ep. 
vi. vi, 295 This they terme mythicon or fabulous, because 
the account thereof. .is fabulously or imperfectly delivered. 
1794 SutLivan View Nat. Il. 467 The voyages, indeed, 
are fabulously narrated. 1856 Lever Martins of Cro’ M. 
527 It would read fabulously enough. 

3. In deviation from the fact; fictitiously, falsely. 

1593 Norpven Sfec. Brit., M’sex.1. 36 As is (though as 
I take it) fabulouslie reported. 1608 B. Jonson Masque 
at Ld. Hadington’s Marriage Induct. Wks. (1616) 934 The 
place from whence, as I haue been, not fabulously, informed, 
the..Radcliffes..tooke their name. 1726 Leon A dbertz’s 
Archit. 1. 39b, A certain Spaniard .. was fabulously said 
to..see the lowest Veins of Water that run under ground. 

3. To a fabulous degree ; greatly, immensely. 

1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. U1. 247 His cruelties 
have been fabulously exaggerated. J7od. He is reported to 
be fabulously wealthy. 


Fa‘bulousness. [f. as prec +-nESS.] The 
quality or state of being fabulous. a. Of a person : 
Fondness for fables; proneness to fiction or inven- 
tion. b. Of a narrative, etc.: Resemblance to a 


fable ; fabulous, fictitious or mythical character. 

@. 1611 Corcr., Fadbudosité, fabulousnesse, th’ inuention 
of lyes, tales, fables, or fained reports. 1680 DopweELt 77zwo 
Lett, Advice (1691) 169 Their [the Rabbins’] notorious fabu- 
lousness. 1g1x Brit. Apollo III. 2/1 The Fabulousness of 
the Poets. 1775 Jounson W, sl. Scot, Wks. X. 329 His 
[Boethius’s] fabulousness, if he was the author of the fictions, 
1s a fault for which no apology can be made. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay xxx. 488 The fondness and 
fabulousness thereof appeereth in this. 1662 STILLINGFL. 
Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. heading, The fabulousness of the Hero- 
ical age of Greece. 1702 Ecuarp Eccl. Hist. ur. iv. 386 He 
afterwards wrote two letters .. to show the fabulousness of 
the history of Susanna. 1807 G. CHALMERS Caledonia I. 
Pref. 5 The ancient history of North-Britain, whatever 
might be its fabulousness. 1837 Arnocp in Stanley Lzfe § 
Corr. (1844) II. viii. ror To notice with a grave remark 
as to their fabulousness, the peculiar marvels of the 


stories. 
Faburden. Music. Ods. exc. Hist. Forms: 


5 faburdon, -thon, -thyn, 6 fabourdoun, 6-7 
faburthen, 6- faburden. fa. Fr. faux-bourdon 
(Ch. D’Orléans @ 1466), i.e. faux false + dourdon 
Bourvon ?.] 

1. ‘One of the early systems of harmonizing a 
given portion of plain song or a canto fermo, 
afterwards used as a term fora sort of harmony 
consisting of thirds and sixths, added to a canto 


fermo’ (Stainer and Barrett). 

14.. Cuitston in Hawkins fist. Mus. (1776) II. 228 
Faburdun hath but two sightis, a thyrd aboue the plain- 
song in sight, the which is a syxt fro the treble in uoice; 
and euen wyth the plain-song in sight, the wheche is an 
eyghth from the treble in uoise. [1462 W. Wey /¢in. 11. 
(Roxb.) 96 Cantabamus in honore Dei et beate Marie 
Magnificat, in faburthon. 1484 Vésitations of Southwell 
Minster (Camden) 46 In cantando faburdon non servat 
ritum chori.] rg0r Douctas Pad, fon.1. xiii, In modula- 
tion hard I play and sing Fabourdoun, pricksang, discant. 
15z9 Will ¥ Robynson (Somerset Ho.), Preestes. .whiche 
shall singe playn songe and faburden. 1590 J. Burev 
Queen's Entry Edin. xx. in Collect. Scot. Poems 1. (1709) 
5 Fabourdon fell with decadence, With pricksang, and the 
singing plane. 1597 Morey Jxtrod. A/us. Annot., Here 
is an example, first the plainsong, and then the Faburden. 
a 1789 Burney //ist. ALus. (ed. 2) LI. ii. 139 What has since 
been called Counterpoint or in old English, Faburden. 

2. a. The undersong ; = BURDEN g. 

1587 GascoicNe lowers Wks. 94 When the descant sings 
in treble tunes above .. let fa bavtien say below I liv’d 
and dide for love. 1587 — Ferdinando Y ij b, His mistresse 
liked .. to sing faburden under him. 1609 Pammelia 70 
The fourth must sing the Faburthen [Bome, bome on the 
first line of the stave], 1622 R. Tispate Lawyer's Philos., 
Sighing a sad faburthen from my quill To thy more nimble 
warblings, 

b. The refrain; =BuRDEN Io. 

1580 Lyty Zuphues (Arb.) 308 Least thou come in-againe 
with thy fa-burthen, 1596 NasHe Saffron Walden K ivb, 
Hee was accustomed to make it the Fa burden to annie 
thing hee spake. @ 1636 Fitz-Gerrray Bless, Birthd. (1881) 
137 Be sure no better straine then this can be The sweet 
Faburthen, to their melodie. 


. 


FACE. 


3. A legend, motto. 

1594 Nasue Unjfort. Trav. 52 On his target he had a 
number of crawling wormes kept vnder by a blocke, the 
faburthen speramus lucem. 

4. attrib. quasi-adj. ? High-sounding. 

1596 Lovce Wits Miserie 9 Mirabile, miraculoso, stu- 
pendo, and such faburthen words. 

+ Fac (feck). Printing. Ods. [Short for Fac- 
TorTuM.] =F AacroruM 2. 

1841 Savace Dict. Art Printing 221 The next descent 
was for the letter-founders to cast the ornament in type 
| metal, and pierce it for general use, and these cast orna- 
| ments for letters were called Facs. 

Fac: see FEGS. 
Facardal,a. rare. [f.next+-Aau.] Of or per- 


taining to a facade or facades. 

1879 [LincHam] Science of Taste v. 144 Ifa bye-law were 
made enforcing fagadal uniformity in other blocks. 

Facade (fasad). [a. F. facade, f. Jace, after It, 
| facciata, f. faccia FACE 50.] 

1, The face or front of a building towards a 
street or other open place, esf. the principal front. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 1717 BERKELEY Tour in 
Italy Wks. 1871 IV. 534 We observed the facades of many 
noble buildings. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) II. 397 
The inner facade was repaired by Bernini. 1839 J. L. 
STEPHENS Trav. Greece, etc. 88/1 ‘The facade of the palace 
is unequalled. 1872 BrowninG /i/ine cx, Shadow sucked 
the whole Facade into itself. 

b. transf. and jig. 

1845 Darwin Voy. Wat, xviii. (1852) 407 Beneath a fagade 
of columnar lava, we ate our dinner, 1875 E. WuitE Life 
in Christ mi. xviil, (1878) 230 The whole fagade of the Evan- 
gelical theology. 
| || 2. (See quot.) 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1.754 Their estates [in Demerara] 
are regularly laid out in lots along the sea shore, called 
facades. _ f 

Faccion, Faccious, obs. ff. Faction, Factious. 

Face (féis), sb. Also 4 faas, 4-5 fas(e, 5 faz. 
[a. Fr. face, corresp. to Pr. fassa, It. faccta:— 
popular Lat. facza, altered form of faczés form, 
figure, appearance, hence face, visage, represented 
directly by Pr. fatz, Sp. faz, haz, Pg. face. The 
etymology of L. faczés is uncertain : some scholars 
refer it to facére to make; others to the root fa- to 
appear, shine (cf. /ac-em torch). 

The general sense ‘form, appearance’, which in Latin 
was app. the source of the more specific use ‘visage, coun- 
tenance’, is in many of its Eng. applications apprehended 
as a transferred use of the latter, and has received a special 
colouring from this association. On this account the more 
restricted sense is here placed first.] 

I. 1. The front part of the head, from the fore- 
head to the chin; the visage, countenance: a. in 
man. (In Azaz. sometimes with narrowed sense, 
as excluding the forehead ; see quot. 1831.) 

cx1zg0 S. Eng. Leg. 169/2178 More blod par nas in al is 
face. 1340 HamroLe Pr. Consc. 772 Als aman waxes alde 
. his face rouncles ay mare and mare. ¢ 1380 Sir Ferumib. 
2460 Vp bey sterte euerechon; & be-held him on be fas. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 141 The secunde chapitle of 
woundes of pe face. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 3 
My face thou may not se. 1601 SHaks. Ful. C. u. 1. 75 
Their Hats are pluckt about their Eares, And halfe their 
Faces buried in their Cloakes. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 600 
His face Deep scars of Thunder had intrencht. 1707 
Froyer Physic. Pulse- Watch 374 Uneasiness from dry- 
ness and redness of the Face. 1759 STERNE Ty. Shandy 
1. xxi, The least hint of it was enough to make the blood 
fly into his face. 1762 WatpoLe. Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. 
(765) I. ii. 24 Such pyramids on their heads, that the face 
became the center of the body. 1831 R. Knox Clogue?'s 
Anat, 95 The Face, properly speaking..extends vertically 
from the upper edge of the nasal bones to the chin, 

b. in lower animals. 

1535 CoveRDALE ¥oé xli. 14 Who openeth the dore of his 
face? for he hath horrible tethe rounde aboute. 1611 Brste 
Ezek. x. 14 The face of a lion, and..the face of an eagle, 
1697 Dryven Virg. Georg. vv. 532 His grim Face a Bull's 
Resemblance bears. 1741 CuampBers Cycd., Jace, .. some- 
times called bill, or beak; sometimes snout, etc. 1784 Cow- 
per Zask v. 785 Brutes graze the mountain-top, with faces 
prone. 1845 S. Parmer Pentaglot Dict. s.v., The face of 
birds comprehends the ophthalmic regions, cheeks, temples, 
forehead, and vertex ;—of insects, all the parts situated be- 
| tween the labrum and prothorax. 

ec. transf. A representation of a human visage. 

1488 Ld. Treas, Acct. Scot, (1877) l. 85 Item, aring witha 
face. 1588 Suaxs, L. Z, L.v. ii. 649 He’sa. . Painter, for he 
makes faces. 31623 Webster Duchess of Ma“ 1. iii, That 
cardinal hath made more bad faces with his oppression than 
ever Michael Angelo made good ones. 1716 Pofe’s Whs., 
| Basset-Table 33 Upon the bottom [of an Equipage] shines 
the Queen’s bright Face. 1801 Sorting Mag. XVIII. 100 
No face but his own; a saying of one who has no money in 
his pocket, nor no court cards in his hand, 1832 W. Irvine 
| Alhambra 1. 111 Carved with fruits and flowers, inter- 
mingled with grotesque masks or faces. 1855 MacauLay 
Hist. Eng. 111, 503 Walker had arrived in London .. His 
face was in every print shop. 

d. In popular names of plants, as Face and 
hood, Three (+ two) faces in, under a (one) 
hood, the heart’s-ease, pansy (Viola tricolor) ; 
Face-in-hood, the aconite (Aconztum Napellus). 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes (E, D. S.) 87 Trinitatis 
herba..is called in english two faces in a hoode or panses, 
1562 Butteyn Bk. Siples 39a, Paunsis, or three faces in 
one hodde. ax B.E, Dict. Cant. Crew, Hearts-ease.. 
an Herb called.. Three Faces in a Hood..or Pansies. 1771 
R. Warner (Plante Woodford, 185 Heart’s-ease. Three 
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Faces under a Hood. 1878-86 Britten & Hoititanp Eng. 
Plant-n., Face and Hood (Viola tricolor), Ibid., Face-in- 
hood (Aconitum Napellus). 

2. Phrases. a. + From face to foot=‘from head 
to foot’. + Zo know no faces: to have no respect 
of persons. Zo have two faces: to be guilty of 
duplicity ; (of speech) to be ambiguous. In same 
sense, + Zo bear or carry two faces under one hood. 

€1475 Pol. Poems in Archxvol. XXX. 341 Two fases in 
a hode is neuer to tryst, 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Epigr. 
(1867) 138 Thou berest two faces in one whood. 1580 
Nortu Plutarch (1676) 224 Icetes had carried two faces in 
one hood, and,.was become a Traytor. 1607 SHAks. Cor. 
1. ii. r12 From face to foot He was a thing of Blood. 1633 
Eart Mancu. Ad Mondo (1636) 24 Disease and Death know 
no faces, 1889 Barris Window i Thrums 196 Persons 
whose speech had two faces. ‘ 

b. Zo look (a person, etc.) in the face: to con- 
front, meet with a steady gaze that implies courage, 
confidence, or (sometimes) defiance; also fig. To 
shew one’s face ; to put in an appearance, to appear : 
“it. and fig. 

1537 Thersites in Hazl. Dodsley 1. 408 Appear, sir, I 
pray you, dare ye not show your face? 1561 Norton & 
Sackv. Gorboduc 1. i, Aurore. .for love or shame Doth long 
delay to show her blushing face. 1566 GascoIGNE, etc. 
Focasta u. ii, Boldly to looke our foemen in the face. a 1662 
Heyiin Laud u. v. (1719) 20, I dare look Death in the Face, 
and I hope the People too. 1706? Swirr Wes. (1883) X. 389 
Where exiled wit ne’er shews its face. 1748 RIcHARDSON 
Clarissa Wks. 1883 V. 56, I should be ashamed to show my 
face in public. 1780 Cowrrr Yade-t. 321 When Tumult... 
dared to look his master in the face. 184 Loner. Village 
Blacksmith ii, He. .looks the whole world in the face, For 
he owes not any man. 1863 Kincs.ey Water-dad. vi. (1869) 
250 The fairy looked him full in the face. 1867 FREEMAN 
Nornt. Cong. (1876) I. ili. 118 Too clear to be misunderstood 
by anyone who looks the evidence in the face, 1882 STEVEN- 
son New Arab. Nts. (1884) 194 He never so much as 
showed face at a window. 

ce. In advb. phr.: “ace downwards ( foremost, 
uppermost), etc.: with the face in the direction 
indicated. (Zo fall) face on: =‘ face downwards’. 

1856 Leisure Ho. V. 332/1 He fell face on into the water. 

ad. Face ¢o (earlier + and, + for) face: looking 
one another in the face; also attrib. Face to face 
with: looking in the face of, confronting; /¢. and 
fig. To see face to (+ with) face: ‘without the in- 
terposition of other bodies’ (J.), clearly. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 23607 (Cott.) Pair ioi, bair gladdscip, 
qua can tell..face wit face pat godd to se. 1340 Ayend. 
88 We him ssolle yzy face to face clyerlyche. «1400-50 
Alexander 357 Make be to se be same gode & pi-selfe 
wakand Face to face all his fourme. 1535 Stewart Crov. 
Scot. II. 255 The proud Pechtis .. face for face stude in 
thair fais sicht. 1576 Freminc Panofl. Epist. 2 Of these 
matters.. We shall talke shortly face to face. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav. x, 490 Sir Walter Aston..spoke seriously face to face 
with him there-anent. 1767 Gray in Corr. NV. Nicholls (1843) 
69, I am come..to congratulate you face to face on your 
good luck, 1848 MacauLay Hist. Eng. I. 600 The two 
armies were now face to face, 1861 T. A. Trottope La 
Beata I. vii. 155 The painter and the customer might never 
come face to face after all. 1864 Knicur Passages Wrkg. 
Life I. i. 105, I was..to be face to face with great public 
things. 1875 Manninec JZission H. Ghost ix. 260 We shall 
see God face to face. 1879 Froupe Cvsa@ri. 5 When we 
are face to face with real men. 

attrib. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 172 We are liable 
to lose the solemn face-to-face reality of the strife within us. 
1864 J. H. Newman AfZo/. 379 The face-to-face antagonist. 
1865 Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. iv. 319 We possess an 
intuitive, or face-to-face knowledge of certain properties of 
matter, 

e. AZ/. In words of command; + Faces to the 
right, left, faces about = right, left, about face 
(cf. FAcE v. gb); also fig. Hence, 7o turn face 
about, + again. 

1598 B. Jonson E£v. Man in Hum. 1. 1, Good Captayne, 
faces about, to some other discourse. 1625 MarKuHam Soz- 
diers Accid. 20 Faces to the right hand, Faces to the left. 
Faces about, or Faces to Reare, 1632 J. Haywarp tr. 
Biondi’s Evomena 77 He turned face againe with sword 
in hand, 1642 Lanc. Tracts (Chetham Soc.) 65 They.. 
turned faces about, and began to make head against us. 
1881 G. W. Caste Mad. Delphine viii. 45 It had..turned 
him face about from the way of destruction. 

f. Zo throw, thrust, etc. (something) zz (a per- 
son’s) face. lt, and fig. 

1602 Suaks. Hanz. 1. il. 599 Who calles me Villaine? 
breakes my pate a-crosse? Pluckes off my Beard, and 
blowes it in my face? c 1645 Howety Lett. (1655) wv. xxi. 58 
Who taints his soul may be said to throw dirt in Gods face. 
1760 Gray Lett, Wks. 1884 III. 53 You see him [Sterne]. . 
ready to throw his periwig in the face of his audience, 1852 
THACKERAY Eswond 4. xiv, ‘I fling the words in your face, 
my lord.’ 1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh u. Wks. VI. 76 
God..thrusts the thing we have prayed for in our face. 
1884 Miss Brappon /shwzael xxxi, His success was cast 
in his face as a reproach. 

g. In various Biblical Hebraisms. Before the 
Jace of; before, in adyance of, in front of. Zo se¢ 
one’s face: to give a settled bearing or expression 
tothecountenance. 70 put, set one's face against ; 
to take up an attitude of determined hostility to- 
wards. Zo set (one's) face + for, to, towards: to 
take, etc. the direction of (a place); fig. to pur- 
pose, take the first steps /0, cowards. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 22757 (Cott.) Be-for pe face o bat kaiser 
angels sal his baner bere. c1325 Metr. How. 9, 1 send..my 
messager Bifor thi face thi word to ber. a 1340 HamroLe 
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Psalter xvii. 46, I sall less baim as dust bifore be face of wynd. 
1388 Wycuir Lev. xx. 3 Y schal sette faste [1382 putte] my 
face a3ens hym. 1535 Coverpae A/farki. 2, lsende my mes- 
saunger before thy face. [So in r61x and 1881.] 1611 BIBLE 
Gen. xxxi, 21 He ..set his face toward the mount Gilead. 
— 2 Kings xii. 17 Hazael set his face to goe vp to Ierusalem. 
— Isa. \. 7 Therefore haue I set my face like a flint. 1624 
Br. Haut Rem. Wks. (1660) 11 Set your faces..against a 
whole faction of vice. 1632 Litucow 7Jyav. x. 493, I set 
face from Court for Scotland. 1664 ETrHErEDGE Com. Re- 
venge IV. vii, Set thy face then ; let me not see the remains 
of one poor smile. 1781 Cowrrer Exfost. 457 The poorest 
of the flock Are proud, and set their faces asa rock. 1827 
Scotr Frn/. (1890) II. 21, I can set my face to it boldly. 
@1862 Buckie Civiliz. (1873) ILI. v. 469 The first duty of 
every one is to set his face in direct opposition to what 
he believes to be false. 1862 Lowet, Biglow P. Poems 
1890 II. 326 It’s high time..to be settin’ our faces To- 
wards reconstructin’ the national basis. 1884 Times (weekly 
ed.) 3 Oct. 14/2 We set our faces to the South. 

3. Viewed with reference to beauty. + Zo be ix 
face; to be looking one’s best (cf. ¢o be i voice). 
+ Full of face: ? beautiful (but perh, the meaning 
is=‘ full faced, florid’), 

In the A. V. only in the Apocrypha; the translators of 
the canonical books always use ‘countenance’ in this con- 
nexion. 

159t SHAKS. 72wo Gent. 11. i. 103 Say they haue Angells 
faces, 1608 — Per. 1. Induct., A female heir, So buxom 
blithe, and full of face. 1611 Biste ¥xudith xi. 21 There 
is not such a woman from one end of the earth to the other 
..for beautie of face. 1712-4 Pore Rape Lock 1.79 Some 
nymphs there are, too conscious of their face. 1773 GoLpsM. 
Stoops to Cong. 1. i, Is it one of my well-looking days child? 
am I in face to day? 1842 Tennyson Sisters 2 She was the 
fairest in the face, 1851 Procter (Barry Cornwall) Songs 
Ixxxiii. 3 No wealth had she of mind or face To win our 
love, or raise our pride. 

4. With reference to its position in the front of 
the body, or as the part presented to encounter. 
In many phrases, some of which merely express 
the notion of confronting or opposition, without 
any reference to the lit. sense. Cf. 2d. a, Zo 
mucet (a person) 27 the face: to confront directly. 
To have the wind in one’s face; lit. and fig. To 
shut the door in, +upon (a person’s) face; lt. and fig. 

c1430 Lypc. Bochas 1. x. (1544) 15 b, She made her ordi- 
naunce..With Zisara to meten in the face. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav, vil, 303 The Venetian Factor. .shutting his gate vpon 
my face. 1710 Brit, Apollo Il. 3/t When th’ Wind’s in 
your Face, Your Wit grows apace. a@173z T. Boston 
Crook in Lot (x805) 17 People ply their business with skill 
and industry, but the wind turns in their face. 1768 STERNE 
Sent. Fourn. Wks. 1885 Il. 640 ’Tis shutting the door of 
conversation absolutely in his face. 1818 Byron ¥uaz 1. 
clxiv, The door was fasten’d in his legal face. 1888 Bryce 
Amer. Comm, I. xiv. 193 Seldom meeting them in the 
face or reaching a decision which marks an advance. Mod. 
A horse runs well with the wind in his face. ; 

b. To fly in the face of (a person, etc.), Zt. of a 
dog; fig. to act in direct opposition to. 

1553 IT. Witson Rhet. (1580) 203 Lette hym have his 
will, and he will flie in thy face. 1610 Br. Hatt Aol. 
Brownists § 13 Let him shew thema Cudgell, they flie in his 
face. 1689 7ryal Bps. 133 Shall he come and fly in the 
Face of the Prince? shall he say it is illegal? 1749 F1ieLp1nc 
Tom. Fores ut. viii, Thackum held, that this was flying in 
Mr. Allworthy’s face. 1752 in Scots Mfag. (1753) Oct. 494/1 
It was flying in the face of the legislature itself. 1876 
E. Fitzceratp Lett. (1889) I. 379 He has..been..apt to fly 
in the face of some who courted him, 1891 Nation 10 Dec. 
440/2 He had to fly in the face of adverse decisions. 

ce. Ln (the) face of : (a) in front of, directly op- 
posite to; (@) face to face with, when confronted 
with; (c) in defiance of, in direct opposition to, 
not withstanding. 

(2) 1766 T. Pace Art Shooting 36 When a bird comes 
directly in your face, Contain your fire awhile. 1879 DowDEN 
Southey 14 He was for the first time in face of the sea. 

(6) 1871 Smites Charac. ii. (1876) 36 In the face of bad 
example, the best of precepts are of but little avail. 1883 
Daily News 31 Oct. 5/2 Not a man. .would seriously advise 
withdrawal in the face of a Chinese invasion. 1885 AZanch. 
Exam. 3 June 5/3 The difficulty of keeping up wages in 
the face of a drooping market. 

(c) 1837 B’ness Bunsen in Hare Ze I. x. 461 They now 
assert here, in the face of facts, that the cholera has ceased. 
1848 Macautay //ist. Exg. IJ. 276 They were convicted 
in the face of the letter and of the spirit of the law. 1885 
Manch. Exam. 29 Oct. 5/3 Plans, perseveringly carried out 
in the face of many discouragements, __ 

d. 70 make face to: to offer resistance to. rare, 
after Fr. faire face a. 

1829 W. IrvinG Cong. Granada x. (1850) 74 The king and 
his commanders .. made face to the Moors .. repelling all 
assaults. 

5. Contextually equivalent to: Sight, presence, 
In various phrases: a. Zo fear, fice from, etc. the 


Sace of. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 953 (Cott.) Jee sal be flemed fra mi face 
€ 1325 Metr. Hom. 86, I salle be flemid awaye Fra Goddes 
faz, til pin of helle. 16x Biste Gen. xxxv. 1 Thou fleddest 
from the face of Esau. 1781 Cowrrer Retirement 768 
qudelis promised king.. Driven out an exile from the face of 
Saul. 

b. Before or in the face of: before the eyes of, 
in the sight of. ++ Before faces : in the public view, 
in company. 

a1300 Cursor M. 10460 (Gétt.) Bot i him saw bifore mi 
face? c1380 Sir Ferumb, 192 Pe man y trist an most for- 
sakeb me at my nede, & dra3b ys swerd bi-fore my fas. 
cexgso Sf, Cuthbert (Surtees) 846 Pai had grace, And loue 
before pe bischope face? 1532 More Cov/fut. Tindale Wks, 
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532/t Ye shoulde see the whole summe and effecte of this 
tale..before your face layed together. 1632 Lirucow 77av-. 
vit. 370 The Prince..causing euery one of them to recite 
the praise of Mahomet before his face. a1656 Br. HAtt 
Rem, Wks. (1660) 248 Even the most carelesse boyes will 
be affraid to offend in the face of the monitor. 1659 B. 
Harris Parival’s von Age 292 Arras..was taken .. before 
the face of thirty thousand men. 1760 Gotpsm. Cit. W. 
xviil. 3 A new-married couple more than ordinarily fond 
before faces. 

ce. Zo (a person’s) face: openly in his sight or 
hearing (implying frankness, effrontery or inde- 
corum). ; 

1553 I. Witson Rfet. (1580) 188 You..gave him a frumpe 
even to his face. 1590 Suaxs. Com. Err. 1. i. gt Wilt thou 
flout me thus vnto my face? 1638 Baker tr. Badzac’s Lett. 
I. 231, I will not tell you to your face, that you are the 
Chrysostome of our Church. 1667 Drenuam Direct. Paint. 
1. vi. 19 Men that there pick his pocket to his face. 1781 
Cowrer Exfost. 283 Thy very children. .curse thee to thy 
face. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. II. 638 Sharp..read to 
their faces the whole service as it stood in the book. od. 
He does not like to be praised to his face. 

d. Jz the face of: in the sight or hearing of, 
in the presence of. Also fig. Jn the face of the 
sun, of day, etc. : openly. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 11. v. (1495) 31 Angels. .ben 
stable in the face of god. 1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 38 § 2 
Mariages .. contracte and solemnised in the face of the 
church, a@16x8 W. Brapsuaw in Spurgeon 7veas. Dav. 
Ps. xc. 8 Sins..committed in deepest darkness are all one 
to him as if they were done in the face of the sun. 1711 
Appison Sect, No. 112 ® 7 Pray for him in the Face of 
the whole Congregation. 1769 BLackstonE Cow. LV. 283 
If the contempt be committed in the face of the court, the 
offender may be instantly apprehended and imprisoned. 
1773 Map. D’Arsiay Zarly Diary July, She does this in 
the fair face of day. 1845 M. Parrison Zss, (1889) I. 19 
You will forfeit, in the face of all men, the character of 
faithful ministers of God. 1858 Buckie C7vdliz. (1873) II. 
Vili. 509 They broke open private houses. .in the face of day. 
1875 Jowetr Plato (ed. 2) I. 164 You proclaim in the face 
of Hellas that you are a Sophist. 

6. The countenance as expressive of feeling or 
character; a countenance having a specified ex- 
pression. 

¢1330 Arth. § Merl. 1138 So gretliche sche awondred 
was That hir chaunged blod and fas. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 357 They..with a smiling face promise us 
their benevolence. 1611 SHaks. Cyz2b..1. 1. 13 They weare 
their faces to the bent of the kings lookes. 1611 Biste 
£zra ix. 7 For our iniquities have we. .bin deliuered to con- 
fusion of face. 1612 WeBsTER White Devil ui. i, It would 
do well, instead of looking-glasses, To set one’s face each 
morning by a saucer Of a witch’s congealed blood. 1614 
Be. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 616 And all this with a face of 
sad pietie and stern mortification. 1676 ETHEREDGE Jan of 
Mode w.i, 1.. hate the set face that always looks as it 
would say, Come, love me. 1843 Macautay Lake Regillus 
xii, With. .haggard face to his last field he came. 

b. To make, pull a (crooked, pitiful, wry, etc.) 
face: to distort the features. Hence the sb. is 
used co//og. for: A grimace. 

1570 Nortu Doni's Mor. Philos. (1888) III. 184 The 
poore Birde when he saw hir make that face to him was 
halfe afraide. 1602 SHaxs, //amz. ut. ii. 263 Leaue thy 
damnable Faces, and begin. 1604 MippLteton Father 
Hubburd’s T, Wks. (Bullen) VIII. 72 The fantastical faces 
he coined in the receiving of the smoke. 1605 SHAks. Macd. 
ut. iv, 67 Why do you make such faces? 1713 STEELE 
Englishman No. 7.47 He will..make Faces at the Burgun- 
dian Grape. 1856 Reape ever too late xlv, I shall pull a 
long face. 1873 Dixon 7wo Queens III. xiv. viii. 113 The 
almoner made no faces at a dance. 1888 Mrs. H, Warp 
R. Elsmere VW. 1. xviii, ‘The adjective is excellent’, she 
said with a little face. 1890G. M. Fenn Double Kuot 1. 1. 
71 Making what children call ‘a face’, by screwing up her 
mouth and nose. 

7. Command of countenance, es. with reference 
to freedom from indications of shame; a ‘bold 
front’; impudence, effrontery, ‘cheek’. + Zo put 
out of face: to put out of countenance. Zo +} dear, 
have the face; to be sufficiently impudent. 

1537 Dhersites in Hazl. Dodsley I. 401 He beareth not 
the face With me to try a blow. 1552 Bk. Com. Prayer 
Communion, With what face then, or with what coun- 
tenaunce shal ye heare these wordes? 1601 SHAks. Fadd. C. 
v. i. rr Thinking by this face, To fasten in our thoughts 
that they haue courage. 1607 — Cor. tv. vi. 116, I haue 
not the face To say, beseech you cease. 1654 WARREN Ux- 
believers 85 He a man of that face and fore-head. 1719 
De For Crusoe (1840) II. vi. 148 With what face can I say 
anything? 1735 Pore Prod. Sat. 36 To be grave, exceeds 
all Pow’r of face. 1760 Gotpsm. Cit. W. (1840) 140 None 
are more blest with the advantages of face than Doctor 
Franks, 1821 Sir J. D. Paut Rouge et Noir 45 Vice itself 
affects propriety That puts your vulgar virtue out of face. 
1851 Loner, Gold. Leg., Village Church, wonder that any 
man has the face To call sucha hole the House of the Lord. 
1865 CariyLeE Fredk, Gt. V. xiv. v. 218 The new Kur- 
Mainz. .conscious of face sufficient. 1890 Spectator 1 Nov., 
What an amount of ‘face’ it arguesin him. 

b. Zo + push or show a fae: to exhibit a bold 
front. Zo run one’s face: (U.S. slang) to obtain 
credit by impudence. 

1758-65 Go.pso. /'ss. viii, There are three ways of getting 
into debt; first, by pushing a face. 1827 Scorr Frid. (1890) 
II. 6 They might have shown a face even to Canning. 1862 
Lowett Siglow P, Poems 1890 II. 286 Men that can run 
their face for drinks, an’ keep a Sunday coat. ' 

II. Outward form, appearance. 

8. External appearance, look; also semblance 
of (anything). Formerly used both of material 


and immaterial objects ; now rare except of imma- 
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terial objects in such phrases as Zo adopt, carry, 
put ona (the) face of. + (To carry) a great face : 
an appearance of importance. +} Zo have a face : 
to have an appearance, give promise of success. 

¢ 1381 Cuaucer Parl. oules 317 As Aleyn, in the Pleynt 
of Kynde, Devyseth Nature of aray and face. ¢1394 7. 
Pl. Crede 670 Pei schulden nou3t after be face neuer be folke 
demen. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. Il. 762 His part 
should have the face and name ofa rebellion. 1565 JEWEL 
Def. Apol. (1611) 137 This tale hath some face of truth. 
1631 WeeEverR Anc. Fun. Mon. 771 Monuments .. which 
beare any face of comelinesse or antiquity. 1674 R. Gop- 
FREY Jj. & Ab. Physic Pref., That is a thing carries a 
great face with it. 1692 R. L’Estrance Fosephus’ Antiq. 
IV. vi. (1733) 88 There was hardly any Face left of the 
Order, Piety and Devotion of former Times. 1754 Hume 
Hist. Eng. \. xvi. 395 France began gradually to assume 
the face of a regular civil government. 1760 Foote A/inor 
1. Wks. 1799 I. 247 Pillory me, but it has a face. 1765 
Croker, etc. Dict. Arts § Sc., Face of Plants, among 
botanists, signifies their general appearance. 1782 WESLEY 
Wks. (1872) XIII. 419 It carries no face of probability. 
1827 Scott Fru. (1890) II. 35 Cadell explained to me a 
eee for securing the copyright of the novels, which 

as a very good face. 1860 H. Goucrer 2 Years’ [m- 
prisonm. Burimah 41,1 professed my ignorance of the touch 
of gold and the face of silver. 1865 BusHNELL Vicar. Sacr. 
i. (1866) 5 Vicarious..is a word that carries always a face of 
substitution. 1888 Bryce Amer. Comm. ILI. xev. 356 The 
problems of the world. .are always putting on new faces. 

b. + Al prime face=L. prima facie; at, tn, on 

the first face: at the first appearance or look, at 
first sight. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer 7roylus 111. 870 This accident .. was .. so 
lyke a soth, at prime face. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy u. 
xiii, At pryme face, whan he came to towne. 1563 T. GALE 
Antidot. Pref. 2 Although it seeme harde..at the first face, 
yet folow thou styll the counsell. 1596 DatrympLe tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot, (1885) 7 Naitur schawes furth Britannie 
all that it has at the first face. 1641 Suirtey Cardinal u1. 
ii, Though at the first Face of the object your cool bloods 
were frighted. 181z0 Syp. Smitu Was, (1859) I. 192/1 A 
narrative, which, on the first face of it, looked .. much like 
truth, 1826 E. Irvinc Babylon I. 1, 120 In the very first 
face and showing of the thing. 


“] c. = Pass (perh. confused with that word). 
1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Lf. v1. i. 278 In what face or 
position of the Moone, whether at the prime or full, or 
soone after. 31711 SHAFTESB. Charac. u. v. (1737) IL. 322 
Ths was not a Face of Religion I was like to be enamour’d 
with. 
9. Visible state or condition; aspect. 


a new face upon: to alter the aspect of. 

1587 Harrison Lxgland u. v. (1877) 1. 110 To stirre up 
such an exquisite face of the church as we imagine. 1592 
Davies Jizmort. Soul Introd. xxxv, The Face of outward 
Things we find, Pleasing and fair. 1614 Br. Hatt Recodd. 
Treat. 694 Wee may reade Gods displeasure on the face of 
heaven. 1638 Baker tr. Badzac’s Lett. 1. 8 Lyvie..stayed 
not a little to consider the new face he would have put upon 
the Commonwealth. 1722 De For Plague (1754) 19 The 
Face of London was now indeed strangely alter'd. 1781 
Hist. Europe in Ann, Reg. 24/2 The arrival of so many 
ships. .caused a new face of affairs. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch 
Bk. 1. 215 A pensive quiet reigns over the face of nature. 
1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. 1. 284 The traces left by ages of 
slaughter and pillage were still distinctly perceptible. .in the 
face of the country. 

b. Of a country: The configuration; assem- 
blage of physical features. Also, +a description 
of the same. 

1673 Temrte Obdserv. United Prov. Wks. 1731 I. 43 
Changes. .made in the Face and Bounds of Maritime Coun- 
tries..by furious Inundations. 1681 Cotton Wound. Peak 
(ed. 6) 309, I almost believ’d it, by the Face Our masters 
give us of that unknown place. 1779-81 Jonnson L. P., 
Addison Wks. 111. 47 Comparisons of the present face of 
the country with the descriptions left us by the Roman 
poets. 1792 Gouy. Morris in Sparks Life §& Writ. (1832) 
If. 236 The military face of that country is understood with 
perfect exactness. 1859 JrerHson Brittany vi. 78 The 
sun shone out, and I peat observe the face of the country. 

10. Outward show; assumed or factitious ap- 
pearance ; disguise, pretence ; an instance of this ; 
a pretext. Also, + 70 make a (good, great) face; 
to set a face on. + To interpret (words) to wicked 
face: to put a bad construction upon, Now only 
in Zo put (formerly dear out, set) a good face on (a 
matter): to make (a matter) look well; to assume 
or maintain a bold bearing (with regard to). 

1382 WycuiF 2 Cor. v. 12 Hem that glorien in the face [so 
‘TINDALE ; 1611 and 1881 appearance], and not in the herte. 
€1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynion ix. 227 Lete vs .. bere 
oute a good face as longe as we ben alyve. 1533 BELLEN- 
DEN Livy iv. (1822) 377 He interpret thir wourdis of Pos- 
thumius to sa wikkit face, that the said Posthumius suld 
.. be odius..to the hale ordoure. 1533 More Aoi. xlvii. 
Wks. 920/2 In some place of the same dyoces .. they haue 
made a great face. 1542-5 Brinktow Lament. 9b, The 
pore forgotten, except it be with a few scrappes and bones, 
sent to Newgate fora face! 1568 Grarton Chron. II. 265 
They..made good face and shewe to fight with the Englishe 
men. 1577 tr. Bullinger’s Decades (1592) 95 Many..haue 
the skill..to make a face as though they loued them 
[friends]. 1590 H. Smiru Ws, (1867) 11. 309 If thou.. 
have no cunning, but set a face on things, then take heed 
how you adjure these spirits. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 
Eng. 1. \x. (1739) 118 [He] never invaded the liberties of the 
Commons by any face of Prerogative. a1680 ButLer Rem. 
(1759) I. 278 They..set a Face of civil Authority upon 
Tyranny. us De For Plague (1754) 35 The very Court 
--put_on a Face of just Concern for the publick Danger. 
1748 RicHArvson Clarissa Wks. 1883 VIII. x10 That she 
may set the better face upon her gestation. 1867 Freeman 


To put 
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Norn. Cong. (1876) I. iv. 231 Richer puts as good a face as 
he can on Hugh's discomfiture. 
III. The part of a thing presented to the eye. 

ll. The surface or one of the surfaces of any- 
thing. 

a. gen. Chiefly in phrases orig. Hebraistic, 7/e 
Jace of the earth, the deep, the waters. 

1340 Hamrote Px. Consc. 4892 Pe face of pe erth sal brin 
with-out. 1382 WycuiF Gev. vii. 3 That the seed be sauyd 
vpon the face of al erthe. 1553 ‘I’. Witson et. (1580) 176 
All menne, dispersed throughout the face of the yearth. 
1611 Bis_e Gen, i. 2 Darkenesse was vpon the face of the 
deepe : and the Spirit of God mooued vpon the face of the 
waters. 1632 Litrucow 7vav. 11. 1o2 The Women of the 
Citty Sio, are the most beautifull Dames. .upon the face of 
the earth. 1665 Hooxe J/icrogr. 88 When there has been 
a great hoar-frost..the..Crystalline beard .. usually covers 
the face of.. bodies. 1698 Kemi Lxam, Th. Earth (1734) 
140 That great Deluge of waters which. .overflowed the Face 
of the whole Earth. 1791 Ess. Shooting (ed. 2) 230 If he 
is clad in a glaring colour, when the face of the country 
retains its verdure. 1887 Fritn Aztodiog. I. i. 3 Such 
schools. . being improved off the face of the earth. 

+b. Of a leafin a book: =SrpE. Obs. 

1595 FutKe Confut. Doctr. Purgatory (1577) 5, 1 will 
come to the third leafe and second face. 1579 — Refut. 
Rastel 730 From the first face of the 64 leafe to the seconde 
face of the 47 leafe. ; 

+e. <Astrol, The third part of a sign of the 
zodiac, extending over 10 degrees in longitude. 
See also quot. 1819. Odés. 

1426 Pol. Poents (1859) II. 139 His dwellyng place Ameddis 
the hevene in the thrid face. 1587 Gotpinc De Mornay 
xxxiv. 543 The Moone. .was in the first face of Virgo. 1632 
Massincer City Madani u. ii, She in her exaltation, and 
he in his triplicite trine and face. 1819 J. Witson Dict. 
Astrol. 96 A planet is in its face when it is at the same 
distance from the © or ) as its house is from their houses, 
and in the same succession of signs. : 

12. The principal side (often vertical or steeply 
inclined) presented by an object; the ‘front’ as 
opposed to the ‘flanks’. a. Of a cliff, etc. ; also 


Geol. of a fault : The front or slope. 

1632 Lirucow 7Jyav. vi. 290 A goodly Village. .situate on 
the face of a fruitfull hill. 72d. 1x. 423 Wee Coasted the 
scurrile and Rockey face of Norway. 1751 R. Patrock 
P. Wilkins (1884) II. xviii. 203 Along the whole face of 
the rock..there were archways. 1828 Scorr /. 7, Perth 
xiv, The tree .. had sent its roots along the face of the 
rock in all directions. 1839 MUrcuison Side, Syst. 1. 
xxxvi. 503 As the face of this fault sinks to the west. 1860 
TYNDALL Glac. 1. xi. 75 Our way now lay along the face of 
a steep incline of snow. 1865 Gosse Land & Sea (1874) 388 
A noble precipice, rising with a rough face almost perpen- 
dicularly from the water's edge. A 

b. Arch. (a) The front or broadside of a build- 
ing; the ‘fagade’. (4) The surface of a stone ex- 
posed ina wall. (c) The front of an arch showing 
the vertical surfaces of the outside row of voussoirs. 

1611 Bisre Lek, xli. 14 The bredth of the face of the 
house, and of the separate place toward the East, an hun- 
dreth cubites. 1624 Worron Archit. in Relig. Wotton. 
(1672) 17 The Face of the Building is narrow, and the Flank 
deep. 1664 Evetyn tr. //veart’s Archit. 132 [The Archi- 
trave] is also frequently broken into two or three divisions, 
call’d by Artists Fascias or rather plain Faces. 1765 Cro- 
KER, etc. Dict. Arts § Sc., Mace, in archit., the front of a 
building, or the side which contains the chief entrance. 
Face of a stone, in masonry, that superficies of it which 
lies in the front of the work. 1848 Rickman Goth. Archit. 
20 The cornice of this order, in Greece, consisted of a plain 
face, under the mutule. 1862 T'RoLLopE Orley F. 1. (ed. 4) 6 
‘The face of the house from one end to the other was covered 
with vines and passion-flowers. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., 
face (Carpentry), the front of a jamb presented towards 
the room. 1876 Gwitt Archit. Gloss., Mace of a stone, 
the Rees intended for the front or outward side of the 
work. 

13. a. Of anything having two sides: The side 
usually presented outwards or upwards; the 
‘front’ as opposed to the ‘back’; the ‘right’ 
side of cloth. 

1611 Bisie /sa. xxv. 7 He wil destroy in this mountaine the 
face of the couering cast ouer all people. 1820 Krats Cap 
§ Bells xxxix, 1 They kiss’d..the carpet’s velvet face. 1831 
G. R. Porter Silk Manuf. 237 Diagonal lines. .across the 
face of the cloth. 1874 BoureLy Avis & Arm. vi. 89 The 
hollow under the face of the boss was open towards the re- 
verse of the shield. 1876 Zucycl. Brit. 1V. 137 That part of 
the anther to which the filament is attached and which is 
generally towards the petals, is the back, the opposite being 
the face. 1883 Sir E. Becxerr Clocks, etc. 146 The face of 
a wheel which turns in a gear. 1888 C. P. Brooxs Cotton 
Manuf. 127 The face of the card or the side which is in 
contact with the needles. 4 

b. Ofacoin or medal: The obverse; that which 
bears the effigy ; sometimes used for either side. 
Hence in slang use: A coin (? ods.). 

c 1515 Cocke Lorelles B. (Percy Soc.) 13 Some wente in 
fured gownes .. That had no mo faces than had the mone. 
1588 Suaxs. L. L. L. v. ii. 617 The face of an old Roman 
coine. ax700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Nare-a-face-but-his 
own, not a Penny in his Pocket. 1725 New Cant. Dict. 
Ne’er-a-face. 1762 Gentl. Mag. 22 The .. face of this dye 
is truly antick. /é7d. 23 The face [of a coin] should have a 
resembling bust of his majesty. 1856 Smyrtu Roman Family 
Coins 233 The portrait on the other face of the medal. 

e. Of a document: The inscribed side. Hence 
On, upon the face of (a document, etc.): in the 
words of, in the plain sense of. Also fig. 

1632 Lirucow 7vav,. vi. 288 Their Great Seale. .locked in 
vpon the lower face of the Parchment. 1641 Br. Hatt 
Kem, Wks, (1660) 80 Every novelty carries suspicion in 





FACE. 


the face of it. 1719 F. Hare Ch. Authority Vind. Pref. 8 
The power and authority of the Ministers .. as it appears 
upon the face of Scripture. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa 
Wks. 1883 VIII. 186 An unprejudiced eye, upon the face 
of the letter, would condemn the writer of it. 1817 W. 
Setwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) 11. 1248 It ought to appear 
on the face of the plea, that [etc.]. @1832 BenrHam £ss. 
Lang. Wks. 1843 VIII. 327 Of the history of language, no 
inconsiderable part remains to this day written upon the 
face of it, P 

d. Of a playing card; The marked or picture 
side. 

c 1645 Howe ve Le??, (1891) 1. 1. xxxii, The King never 
shews his game, but throws his cards with their faces down 
on the table. : 

e. Of a dial: The surface which bears the hour 
marks, etc. Of a clock or watch: The dial plate 
(perh. with allusion to the human face). 

(1751 R. Pattock P. Wilkins (1884) IL. xix. 218 If I ask it 
[a watch] what time of day it is, I look but in its face, and 
it tells me presently.) 1787 Colwnbian Mag. \. 329/1 The 
face of the dial will be parallel with the plane of the equator. 
1837 Mrs. Cartyte Lett. I. 87 Not watches so much as 
lockets with watch faces. 1840 Baruam /ugol. Leg., Look 
at the Clock, ‘Grandmother's Clock !’..nothing was altered 
at all—but the Face! 1858 O. W. Hoimes Aut. Break/-t. 
ix. (1891) 211 He looked at. .the face of the watch,—said it 
was getting into the afternoon. 1877 Mrs. Moteswortu 
Cuckoo Clock (1891) 41 Some brilliant moonbeams. . lighted 
up brightly the face of the clock. 1892 NV. Y. Nation 23 
June 474/3 A volume without an index resembles a clock- 
face without any hands. 


f. Of a book: The front or fore-edge. 

1876 Encycl. Brit. WV. 43/1 After the face [of a book] has 
been ploughed the back springs back into its rounded form. 

14. Each of the surfaces ofa solid. In a regular 
solid, a crystal, diamond, etc.: Each of the bound- 
ing planes. 

1625 in Rymer Fadeva XVIII. 236 One Aggett cutt with 
twoe Faces garnished with Dyamonds. 1750 D. JerrRies 
Treat. Diamonds §& Pearls, Expl. Tech. Terms, Collet..the 
small horizontal plane, or face, at the bottom of the Brilliant. 
1855 Bain Senses & (nut. u. ii. § 11 A crystal with cut 
faces. 1863 Huxtry Man's Place Nat. u. 80 The oc- 
cipital foramen of Mycetes .. is situated completely in the 
posterior face of the skull. 1873 Dawson Dawn of Life 
vii. (1875) 188 Crystalline faces occur abundantly in many 
undoubted fossil woods and corals. 1878 A. H. Green 
Coal i. 17 The faces of the block of coal on these sides are 
smooth and shining. 1884 Bower & Scotr De Bary's 
Phaner. & Ferns 177 The lateral faces..are covered thickly 
with sieve-plates. 4 

15. In implements, tools, etc.: The acting, 
striking, or working surface. In a molar tooth: 
The grinding surface. Ina knife: The edge. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 4 In Fig. 5. A the Face [of a 
hammer]. 1791 Zss. Shooting (ed. 2) 345 The face of the 
hammer [of the gun] .. may be too hard or too soft. 
1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Face, the edge of a 
sharp instrument. 1872 Huxiey Phys. vi. 143 The face 
of the grinding teeth and the edges of the cutting teeth. 
1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., Face 4b, the sole of a plane. 
lbid., ace (Gearing), that part of the acting surface of a 
cog which projects beyond the pitch line. Jbid., Face 
(Grinding), that portion of a lap or wheel which is employed 
in grinding, be it the edge or the disk. 1888 Lockwood's 
Dict. Terms Mech. Eng. 133 The face of an anvil is its 
upper surface. a 

16. An even or polished surface. 

1881 Mechanic § 449 Where one piece [of glass] is ground 
against another to bring them to a face. 1888 Lockwood's 
Dict. Terms Mech. Eng. 133 The face of a casting is that 
surface which is turned or polished. 

V. Technical uses. 

17. Fortification, a. (see quot. 1727); b. (see 
quot. 1859, and ef. Basrion). 

a. 1489 Caxton Maytes of A. 1. xiv. 118 A proper place 
muste be ordeyned atte euery face of the walles for to sette 
gonnes. 1672 Lacey tr. Vacguet’s Milit. Archit. iii. 4 The 
face which is the weakest part of the fortification, is defended 
by [etc.] 1727 Baitey, //ace of a Place is the Front, that is 
comprehended between the flanked Angles of the two 
neighbouring Bastions. 1800 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Dis/. 
I. 190, I attacked it [Dummul] in three places, at the gate- 
way and on twofaces. 1849-50 Avison //7st. Europe VII. 
xlix. § 24. 27 The-efforts .. had been directed against the 
northern face of the fortress of Seringapatam. 1879 Cas- 
sell’s Techn. Educ. VV. 138/1 The Raponiers..are situated 
in the middle of each long face. 

b. 1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1119)/3 About Noon, a Mine in 
a Face of the same Hornwork..took Fire. 1818 Jas, Mitv 
Brit, India VW. v. v. 478 Having made a breach in one of 
the bastions [we] destroyed the faces of the two that were 
adjacent, 1859 I, A. Canairke Artil. Man, (ed. 9) 261% 
The faces of a work are those parts which form a salient 
angle projecting towards the country. 

18. Adil. (See quot. 1853.) 

1853 STOCQUELER J/il, Encycl. sor The faces of a square 
are the different sides of a battalion, &c., which, when 
formed into a square, are all denominated faces ; viz., the 
front face, the right face, the left face, and the rear face. 
1885 Zzmes (weekly ed.) 23 Jan. 3/1 This face had not 
quite closed up before it was attacked. 

19. Ordnance. ‘The surface of metal at the 
muzzle of a gun’ (Knight). 

1727 Baitey, /ace of a Gun isthe Superficies of the Metal 
at the Extremity of the Muzzle; 1867 in Smytu Sailor's 
Word-bk. 

20, Atining. a. ‘In any adit, tunnel, or stope, 
the end at which work is progressing or was last 
done’ (Raymond AZining Gloss.). 

1708 J. C. Compl. Collier (1845) 46 They frequently hole, 
or cut through from one Board to another, to carry their 
Air,,to the end or Face of their Boards, 1867 W. W. 


FACE. 


Smytu Coal § Coal Mining 13x Supporting the roof at the 
immediate ‘face’ by temporary props, 1888 F. Hume A/ad. 
Midas 1.v, ‘Vhey .. visited several other faces of wash .. 
Each face had a man working at it, sometimes two, 

b. ‘The principal cleaving-plane at right angles 
to the stratification. (Driving) on the face: 
against or at right angles with the face’ (Raymond 
Mining Gloss.). Lace on: (see quot. 1883). 

1867 W. W. Smytu Coad § Coal-mining 25 Faces, running 
most regularly parallel, 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 238 The 
direction along which these joints run is often known as 
the face of the coal. 1883 W. S. GresLry Gloss. Terms 
Coal-mining 99 ace on .. working a mine parallel to the 
cleat or face. 

21. Steam-engine. The flat part of a slide-valve ; 
also, the corresponding flat part on a cylinder, on 
which the slide-valve travels. 

1838 Woop Razlr. 346 The slide would be moved to the 
extremity of the face of the cylinder. 1874 in Knicut Dict, 
Mech. 

22. Typog. That part of a type (or punch) which 
has the form of the letter. Also, The printing 
surface of type. Hace of the page: (see quot.). 
Full face (type): as large as the body of the 
type will admit of. Heavy Jace (aumerals or type): 
having a broader outline, and printing thicker than 
the ordinary. Old face (tyfe): a form of Roman 
letter (characterized by oblique ceriphs and various 
other features) revived by Whittingham in 1844, and 
since very extensively used. 

1683 Moxon Aech,. Exercises 11. 201 So placed the Face 
of the Letter runs less hazzard of receiving dammage. 
1699 A. Bover Lug. & Fr. Dict. s.v., A letter that has a 
good face (among printers), wm caractére gui a un bel wil. 
1787 Printer’'s Gram. 41 Kerned Letters are such as have 
part of their Face hang over. 1824 J. Jounson Tyfogr. 
(1. 2x Short letters are all such as have their face cast on 
the middle of their square metal. 1853 Caxton § Art of 
Printing vii. 155 One of the heap which lies in the right 
position, both as regards the face being upwards, and the 
nick being outwards, 1871 Amer. Encycl. Printing 167/2 
Face of the page, the upper side of the page, from which 
the impression is taken. 1875 Ure Dict. Arts III, 1049 
In this metal the face of the letter intended to be cast is 
sunk. 1891 J. Winsor C. Columbus xxi. 524 The heavy 
face numerals show the successive holders of the honors of 
Columbus. 1892 V. V. Nation 25 Feb. 155/3 The page is 
divided into triple columns, and the leading word of each 
column is in full-face. 

+23. Card-playing =face-card: (see 27). Obs. 

1674 Corton Compl. Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 
347 If you have neither ace nor face, you may tarow up 
your game, 

24. Tea trade. (See quot.) Cf. Fac v. 15. 

1886 Chambers’ Encycl. UX. 323 Prussian blue. .native 
indigo and gypsum are the real materials employed for 
giving the ‘face’ as it is called. 

+25. A face of fur: +a set of furs. Cf. Faon v. 12. 

1362 Hrywoop Hfigrams 1. lv, Cheepening of a face of 
furre. Into askinners shop..in hast ran a gentilman there 
to espie A fayre face of fur, which he woulde haue bought. 

V. attrib. and Comb. 

26. General relations: a. attributive (sense 1), 
as face-cosmetic, -sponge; (sense 12 b), as face-mor- 
tar, -work; (sense 13a), as face-szde; (sense 20), 
as face-line. b. objective (sense 1), as /ace- 
levelling, -tearing vbl. sbs., face-mending, -wring- 
ing, ppl. a., face-mender, -moulder ; (sense 6 b), 
as face-maker; (sense 3), as face-affecting ppl. a. 
ce. locative (sense 1), as /ace-hot adj., face-joy, 
-spot ; (sense §), as face-flatterer. 

1675 Cocker Morals 24 *Face-affecting Lasses, Neglect 
their Graces, to attend their Glasses, 1887 CoreLii Thelma 
II. 207 Beauties..deprived of elegant attire and *face-cos- 
metics. 1859 Tennyson /dyl/s, Vivien 822 *Wace-flatterers 
and backbiters. 1654 Gavron Pleas. Notes u. iv. 49 Who, 
ne one that will carry no coales) would have rewarded a 
riend thus for his opinion, only in *Face-hot presses. 1850 
Mrs. BrowninG Poems 11. 336 In your bitter world. .*Face- 
joy’s a costly mask to wear. 1630 Butwer Anthropomet. 
Pref., Crosse to that *Face-levelling designe, ‘Thy high- 
rais'd Nose appeareth Aquiline, 1883 W. 5. Grestry Gloss. 
Terms Coal-mining 99 Keep the “face line of the stall 
neither fully face on nor end on, 1756 Cowrrr in Con- 
noisseur No. 138 Those buffoons in society, the Attitudina- 
rians and *Face-makers., 1808 Wotcorr (P. Pindar) One 
more Peep at R. A, Wks. 1812 V. 367 Forced to beg her 
humble bread While every face-maker can feast. 1745 
E. Heyvwoon Female Spectator (1748) IL. 156 Have they 
not their.. barbers, aye, and their *facemenders too? did. 
234 Those .. “facemending stratagems. 1793 SMEATON 
Edystone L. § 222 The best *face mortar. 1650 BuLwer 
Anthropomet. Pref., “ace-moulders who affect the grace 
Of a square, plain, or a smooth platter-face. ¢17g0 Imison 
Sch. Art Il. 7 Prepare some.. size, with which you 
must brush over the *face side [of a print]. 1885 Lapy 
Brassey The Trades 311 The black bodies .. made them 
look anything but suitable for use as *face-sponges. 1685 
Cooke Marrow Chirurg. (ed. 4) vit. i, 270 Pimpernel 
cleanseth *Face-Spots. 1793 SMEATON Ledystone L. § 213 
The *face work of the subordinate parts, a 1613 OveRrBury 
Charac., Hypocrite, A “face-wringing ballet-singer. 

27. Special comb,: face-ache, pain in the nerves 
of the face; face-ague, an acute form of face-ache, 
tic douloureux; face-airing v/. sb. (Mining), 
see quot.; face-bedded ///. a., (a stone) placed 
so that the grain runs along the face; +face-bone 
=CHEERK-BONE; {face-bread, Heb. n}p7 0n9 
lehem happainim = SuoW-BRHAD; “+ face-breadth, 
extent of the face (sense 1) from side to side; 
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face-card, a playing-card bearing a face (of a 
king, queen, or knave)=Coat CARD; face-chuck 
(Mech.) = face-plate; face-cloth, a cloth laid 
over the face of a corpse; face-cog (AZech.), one 
of the cogs or teeth on the ‘ face’ of a wheel; 
face-guard, a contrivance for protecting the face, 
esp. in some industrial processes, fencing, etc. ; 
face-hammer (see quots.); face-joint (see quot.); 
face-knocker, one in which the fixed portion has 
the form of a human face; face-lathe (see 
quots.) ; + face-making v0/. s6., portrait-painting ; 
face-mould (see quots.); face-painter, (a) a 
painter of portraits, (4) one who applies paint to 
the face ; face-painting v4/. sb., portrait-painting ; 
face-physic, col/ect. appliances for the face; face- 
piece (/Vaut.), see quot.; face-plan (see quot.) ; 
face-plate (//ech.), an enlargement of the end of 
the mandrel (of a lathe) to which work may be 
attached for the purpose of being ‘ faced’ or made 
flat; also attrib., as in face-plate coupling ; + face- 
playing v0/. sb., the exhibition of feeling or senti- 
ment by the play of the countenance; face-pre- 
sentation (A/idwifery), presentation face foremost 
in birth; face-shaft (Avch.), see quot.; face- 
stone (Arch.) the slab of stone forming the face 
or front, esp. in a comice, an entablature, etc. ; 
face-turning-lathe = face-/athe; face-value, the 
amount stated on the face (ofa note, postage-stamp, 
etc.), the apparent or nominal value; also /fg.; 
face-wall (Buz/ding), front wall; face-wheel 
(Mech.) = contrate-wheel (see CONTRATE 2); also 
“a wheel whose disk-face is adapted for grinding 
and polishing’ (Knight); +face-wind, a wind 
blowing against one’s face. 

1865 Dickens Mut. Yr. 1. v, It gave you the *face-ache to 
look at his apples. 1869 Hg. Mech. 12 Noy. 211/1 Faceache 
I believe to be..inflammation of the nerves. 1883 W. S. 
Gresey Gloss. Terms Coal-mining 99 “Face airing, that 
system of ventilating the workings which excludes the airing 
of the goaves. 1863 Avchxol. Cantiana V. 14 Jambs two 
feet eight inches apart, *face-bedded. 1883 Stonemason 
Jan., It is rare now for a face-bedded stone to be fixed ina 
building. 1801 Sourney Thadaba vin, ii, His cheeks were 
fallen in, His *face-bones prominent. @ 1656 Be. HALL Rem. 
Wks. (1660) 238 The matter and form of the. .'Tables of the 
*Face-bfead. 1651 J. F[REAKE] Agrifpa's Occ. Philos. 271 
Nine *face-bredths make a square well set man. 1826 J. 
Witson Noct. Ambr. Wks. (1855) 303 Desperate bad hauns 
..a haun without a *face-caird. 1888 Sheffield Gloss. 
(E. D.S.), “ace-card, a court card. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. 
Terms Mech. Eng. 133 *Hace chuck, a face plate. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa xliv. VIII. 166 She. .seeing the coffin, 
withdrew her hand from mine and..removed the *face-cloth, 
1859 Tennyson /dyl/s, Guinevere 7 The white mist, like a 
face-cloth to the face, Clung to the dead earth. 1833 
Hotvanp Manuf, Metal 11. 61 Anaxil which carries likewise 
another [wheel] with *face-cogs. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., 
*Face-guard, a mask with windows for the eyes. 1883 
j. W. Motietr Dict. Art § Archeol. 134 Hace guard on a 
nelmet, a bar or bars of iron protecting the face. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech., *Face-hammer, one with a flat face. 
1884 bid. IV. 324/t Hace Hammer (Masonry), one with one 
blunt and one cutting end. 1874 /did., *Hace-joint, that 
joint of a voussoir which appears on the face of the arch. 
1769 Public Advertiser 18 May 3/4 Iron *Face Knockers. 
1884 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Face-lathe, (a)a pattern-maker’s 
lathe for turning bosses, core prints, and other face-work; 
(2) a lathe with a large face-plate and a slide rest adjustable 
in front on its own shears. Transverse usually but not 
necessarily. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Terms Mech. Eng., 
Face lathe, a \athe chiefly or exclusively used for surfacing. 
1623 Wersster Duchess of Malf mi. ii, "Pwould disgrace 
His *face-making, and undo him. 1823 P, NichoLson Pract. 
Build. 222 *face mould, a mould for drawing the proper 
figure of a hand-rail on both sides of the plank. 1876 in 
Gwitt Archit. Gloss. 1697 Dryden's Virgil Life (1709) 16 
(Jod.) Ill *facepainters, not being able to hit the true fea- 
tures..make amends by a great deal of impertinent land- 
scape and drapery. 1847 L. Hunt Men, Women, § B. 1. 
xiv. 276 The highest face-painters are not the loveliest 
women, 1852 S. R. Maittanp “ss, 107 note, ‘ He took me 
for a face-painter!’ said a late eminent artist, 1706 A7¢ 
of Painting (1744) 355 He was. .a landskip-painter. .till he 
. fell to *face-painting. 1862 W. M. Rossetti in /raser’s 
Mag. July 73 Whose picture..shows a higher character of 
face-painting 1611 Donne /gnatius’ Conclave (1652) 129 
Women tempting by Paintings and *Face-Physick. a@ 1613 
Oversury Charac., Faire Milkmayd, One \ooke of hers is 
able to put all face-physicke out of countenance. c¢1850 
Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 117 *Face-piece, a piece of elm, 
generally tabled on to the fore-part of the knee of the 
head, to assist the conversion of the main piece, and 
likewise to shorten the upper bolts, and prevent the 
cables from rubbing against them as the knee gets 
worn. 1874 Knicur Dict, Mech., *Face-plan, the prin- 
cipal or front elevation. 1841 '‘TREDGOLD J77d/-work 428 The 
*face-plate has four adjusting screws for securing the work. 
1874 Knicur Dict, Mech. 1888 Lockwood's Dict, Terms 
Mech, Eng., The term face plate is more commonly applied 
in the shops to the ordinary face chucks. J/bid., Face-plate 
coupling = Flanged coupling. 1789 Burney //ist, ATus. 1V. 

19 She perfectly possessed that flexibility of muscles and 
eatures, which constitutes *face-playing. 1841 Ricpy J/id- 
wifery MM. iii. 130 The opinion that *face-presentations were 
preternatural. 1849 Zcclesiologist IX. 345 The double 
semi-cylindrical *face-shafts, formerly running up the 
face of the piers, 1853 Ruskin Stones Ven. 111. App. x. 
238 The *face-stone and often the soffit, are sculptured. 
bid. \11, 238 Arches decorated only with coloured marble, 
the facestone being coloured, the soffit white, 1841 ‘TRED- 
GoLp Mill-work 428 *Face-turning lathe. 1878 F. A, 














FACE. 


Wa ker Money xx. 461 Some English Merchant who is bound 
to pay money in the United States for more than the *face- 
value of his claim. 1883 J. L, Wairneyin Z2t, World 8 Sept. 
293/1 He must take the advertisements of publishers 
at their face value, and regard them as what they claim to 
be. 1888 Daily News 13 July 3/3 If postcards were sold at 
the face value of the stamps upon them, 1891 Law Times 
XCI.224/r The note is still worth its face value. 1874 KnicuT 
Dict. Mech.,* Face-wall. 1833 J. Hottann Manuf. Metal 
II. 191 The axle is turned round by a *face or crown wheel 
fixed upon the extremity of it. 1879 CassELt’s Techn. Educ. 
I. 349/2 Face-wheels have their cogs or pins placed perpen- 
dicularly to the face of the wheel. a@1zzzz Liste Hysé, 
(1757) 113 A *face or back-wind signifies little. 
Face (féis), v. [f. prec. sb.] 
I. To show a bold or opposing front. 

+1. zxtr. To show a bold face, look big; to 
brag, boast, swagger. Phrase, 70 face and brace : 
(see Brack v.2). Obs. 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 145 Facyn, or shewyn boolde face. 
1509 Barciay Shy of Folys 22 A fals extorcyoner Fasynge 
and bostynge to scratche and to kepe. 1601 YaRINGTON 
Two Lament. Traj7. ui. ii. in Bullen O. PZ. 1V, Wilt thou 
.-Face and make semblance. .Of that thou never meanet to 
execute ? 

+b. In primero. (Cf. Buurr, Brac.) Obs. 

1594 Carew /Tuarte’s Exam, Wits viii. 112 To play well 
at Primero, and to face and vie, and to hold and giue ouer 
when time serueth. .are all workes of the imagination. 

+e. To show a false face, maintain a false ap- 
pearance. Ods. 

1570 AscHamM Scholem. 1, (Arb.) 54 To laughe, to lie, to 
flatter, to face: Foure waies in Court to win men grace. 
1589 Hay any Work 39 Thou canst cog, face and lye, as 
fast asadogcantrot. 1591 SHaks, 1 Hen. VJ, v. ili. 142 
Suffolke doth not flatter, face, or faine. 

+d. To have a (specified) appearance. Obs. 

1669 N. Morton New Eng. Mem. 106 The evil conse- 
quences thereof faced very sadly. 

+2. trans. a. To confront with assurance or 
impudence ; to brave, to bully. b. Zo face a lie 
(upon), to tell a manifest untruth (to). Ods. 

1465 Paston Lett. No. 512 I. 205 My Lord of Suffolks 
men come..and face us and fray uppon us, this dayly. 1530 
PatsaGR. 542/2 Yet he wolde face me with a lye. 1533 More 
Answ. Poysoned Bk. Wks. 1131/2 He..faceth himself the 
lie upon me, ¢ 1540 Heywoop four P. P. in Hazl. Dodsley 
I. 382 But his boldness hath faced a lie. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
59 b, Thestraunger so faced the Englisheman, that he faynted 
in hys sute. 1625 Bacon Zss., Truth (Arb.) 501 For a Lie 
faces God, and shrinkes from Man. 1632 Massincrer £77- 
peror of the East y.i, 1 have built no palaces to face the 
court, 

3. With advbs. a. Zo face down, out: to put 
down (a person) with effrontery, to browbeat ; to 
controyert (an objection, the truth) with coolness 
or impudence; to maintain (a statement) impu- 
dently. Also with sentence as obj.: to maintain 
or insist to a person’s face that [etc.]. b. Zo face 
out (a matter, etc.) : to carry through by effrontery, 
brazen out. + Zo face zt out with a card of ten: 
see Ib and Carp s).2 2a. @. > Zo face out of: 
to exclude shamelessly from ; also, to bully out of. 

@. 1530 Patscr. 542/2, I face one downe in a mater. 
1533 More Answ. Poysoned Bk. Wks. 1131/2 He. .scof- 
feth that I face out the trouth with lyes. 1580 Lupton 
Sivgila in Polimanteia (1881) p. xvii, And so faced out thy 
poore Father before our face. 1590 SHaxs. Com. Err. ut. 
i. 6 Here’s a villaine that would face me downe He met me 
on the Mart. 1667 Drypen 52x Martin w. i, Vl not be 
faced down witha lie. 1787 Westey in Wks. 1872 IV. gor 
The clerk faced me down I had taken the coach for Sunday. 
1860 Froupr Hist. Eng. V1. 100 With Paget’s help she 
faced down these objections. 

b. 1543 Batre Yet a Course 59 Now, face out your 
matter with a carde of tenne. 1553 T. Wilson //e?. (1580) 
202 The Roscians kinsfolke have boldly adyentured, and 
will face out their doynges. 1579 G. Harvey Letter-dk. 
(Camden) 73 To..face it oute lustelye as sum other good 
fellowes doe. a1619 ForHErBy Azheom. 1. xii. § 2 (1622) 
125 Obluctation, and facing out of the matter. 1630 B. 
Jonson New Jn 1. iii, Cards of ten, to face it Out in the 
game, 1876 TreveLyAN MJacanlay (1876) I. i, 15 Unless 
they could make up their minds. .to face it out. 

@. ¢1530 More Answ, Frith tv. Wks. 1132/2 Your false 
heresy, wherwith you would face our Sauiour out of the 
blessed sacrament. 1601 Suaxs. Twed. N. 1y. ii. rot They 
..doe all they can to face me out of my wits. 07d. v. i. gt 
His false cunning.,Taught him to face me out of his ac- 
quaintance. 

4. trans. To meet (danger, an enemy, or any- 


thing unpleasant) face to face; to meet in front, 


oppose with confidence or defiance. 

1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 79 A great body of 
Nobility march .. briskly on, to face that potent Emperour 
Osman. a@ 1680 ButLer Kem. (1759) VIII. 7 These silly rant- 
ing Privolvans. .face their Neighbours Hand to Hand. 1708 
Appison State of War 25 We..cast about for a sufficient 
number of Troops to face them [the enemy] in the Field of 
Battle. a@1745 Swirt (J.), They are as loth to see the fires 
kindled in Smithfield as his lordship; and, at least, as ready 
to face them. 1798 Ferrtar //lustr. Sterne v. 150 He faced 
the storm gallantly. 1808 J. Bartow Colin. 1v. 143 To 
face alone The jealous vengeance of the papal throne, 1842 
Macau.ay Horatius xxvii, How can man die better Than 
facing fearful odds? 1881 Besant & Rice Chafé. /leet 
I, xviii, (1883) 250 A man will face almost anything rather 
than possible ridicule. 


+b. To appear before (a city) as an enemy. 

c 1648 T. TuLLy Siege Carlisle (1840) 1 They. .p’ceeded.. 
to face Carlisle with a Rascall rout in 1643. 1677 Sir ‘T. 
Herbert 7yav. 284 Asmall party..with which he faced the 
City Walls. 


. 


FACE. 


5, In weaker sense : To look in the face of; to 
meet face to face; to stand fronting. 7. and fig. 

1632 Lirucow Trav. vi. 303 Facing the Iudge and plead- 
ing both our best. 1779 Mav. D’ArBLay Diary Nov., If 
I faced him he must see my merriment was not merely at 
his humour. 1841 Evpninstone Hist. Jud. Il. 275 He 
performed the journey..with such celerity. that. .he. .faced 
his enemy ..on the ninth day. 1853 KincsLey Hyfatia 
ix. 110 Might he but face the terrible enchantress. 1883 
Manch. Exam. 24 Nov. 5/2 The great problem which 
faces every inquirer into the causes of colliery explosions. 

6. To look seriously and steadily at, not to shrink 
from. 

1795 T. JerFERSON MW7it. (1859) IV. 116 My own quiet 
required that I should face it [the idea] and examine it. 
1828 D’Israrvi Chas, J, II. v. 104 A lawyer in the habit 
of facing a question but on one side, can rarely be a philo- 
sopher, who looks on both. 1883 S. S. Lroyp in North Star 
25 Oct. 3/7 The need for external supplies of food. .must 
be faced. ; ; 

II. With reference to the direction of the face. 

7. intr. @. Of persons and animals: To pre- 


sent the face in a certain direction ; to look. “7. 


and jig. 

1594 W. S. in Shaks. C. Praise 9, 1 know thy griefe, And 
face from whence these flames aryse. 1672 DryDEN Cong. 
Granada. i, He [the courser] sidelong bore his Rider on, 
Still facing, till he out of sight was gone. 31844 H. H. Wir- 
son Brit. India 11. 266 The 1st of the 20th, with one com- 
pany of the 24th, were posted on the larger eminence, facing 
east and south. 1863 KincLAaKE Crimea (1877) II. vii. 64 
He steadfastly faced towards peace. 1882 HINSDALE Gar- 
Jield & Educ.t. 117 He faced to law and politics, to science 
and to literature. 

b. Of things: To be, or be situated, with the 
face or front in some specified direction ; to front. 
Const. 07, fo. 

1776 WitHERING Brit. Plants (1796) 1V. 71 Saucers rust- 
coloured, large, facing downwards. c1850 Rudim. Navig. 
(Weale) 113 Dagger, a piece of timber that faces on to 
the poppets of the bilgeways. 1852 THackEeray Esmond 1. 
iii, The little chapel that faced eastwards. 1884 Times 
(weekly ed.) 29 Aug. 14/2 The village faces full to the 
south, 1887 Pall Mall G. 22 Aug. 11/2 The really pic- 
turesque side of the hall, facing on a lovely lake. 

8. trans. a. Of persons and animals: To pre- 
sent the face or front towards; to look towards. 
b. Of a building, a country, and objects in 
general: To be situated opposite to, front towards. 

a. 1632 LitHcow Trav. vil. 364 Facing the in-land 
wee marched for three dayss. 1750 JoHNSON Rambler No. 
12 P15 Stand facing the light, that we may see you. 1774 
Go.psm. Wat. Hist. (1776) I11. 216 He continues to combat 
. still facing the enemy till he dies, 1886 SHELDON tr. 
Flaubert's Salammbé 22 Neighing shrilly as they faced the 
rising sun. 

b. 1670 Mitton Hist. Eng. 1. Wks. (1847) 494/2 He 
gained..that part of Britain which faces Ireland. 1705 Ap- 
bison /taly (1767) 201 The side of the Palatine mountain 
that faces it. 1746-7 Hervey AZedit, (1818) 150 Yonder tree, 
which faces the south. 1860 TyNDALL GZac, 1. vii. 55 A 
series of vertical walls..face the observer. 1885 AZanch, 
Exam. 10 June 8/7 The statue .. faces the principal en- 
trance to the museum. 

ec, Of letterpress, an engraving, etc.: To stand 
on the opposite page to. 

1766 Gent. Mag. XXXVI, Directions for placing the 
plates, The Emblematical Design ..to face p. 8. 1887 
Pall Mall G. 19 Feb. 5/9 An increased price is paid for 
advertisements ‘facing matter’. 1890 J47d. 20 Nov. 2/2 A 
letter from Mr, Gladstone is good, and an article from him 
worth several columns ‘ facing matter’, Mod, [Ona plate 
inserted in a book] To face page 56. 

d. Zo face (a person) with: to put before the 
face of; to confront wth. 

1583 Gotpinc Calvin on Deut. xviii. 109 It was Gods 
wil to humble his..people by facing them with the temple 
of a cursed idoll. 

9. zntr. +a. in sense of face about (see b). 
Also ref. Obs. 

1644 Suincsspy Diary (1836) 112 Upon y?® top of y® Hill 
they [the Scots] face and front towards y® prince. 1666 
Pepys Diary 4 June, The Duke did fly; but all this day 
they have been fighting; therefore they did face again, 
to be sure. 1691 Lond. Gaz. No. 2652/3 Upon their ap- 
proach our men faced, and about 20 fired. 1824 Miss Frr- 
RIER /xher. vi, Having got to the top..he faced him. 


b. Chiefly 4/7. To turn the face in a stated 
direction (left, right, etc.). Zo face about, to the 
right about, round ; to turn the face in the opposite 
direction, As word of command, Rzght or left about 


face! 

1634 Massincer Very Woman 1. i, Let fall your cloak, 
on one shoulder—face to your left hand. 1647 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng. 1, \xiv.(1739)135 He faces about therefore 
and... for Scotland he goes. a@a167x Lp. Fairrax Mem, 
(1699) 51 He..made them face about, and march again into 
the Town. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4675/1 He commanded 
them to face to the Left, in order to flank the Enemy. 1711 
STEELE Sect, No. 109 ® 1 The Knight faced towards one of 
the Pictures. 1713 — Englishman No. 55.353 This elevated 
Machine. .moved through. .Cornhil : whence it faced about, 
1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) II. iv. iv. 115 They immediately 
conjectured that the place had changed masters, and faced 
about. 1787 Columbian Mag. 1. 47 To the right about face ! 
Forward march! Halt, and face tothe Front! 1820 Keats 
Cap § Bells xxxvi. 1 Then facing right about, he saw the 
Page. 1823 Byron Yuan vill. xxvili, The rest had faced unto 
the right About. 1826 Scorr Woodst. i, The minister. .faced 
round upon the party who had seized him. 1841 Lever C. 
O'Malley \xxxviii, Left face—wheel—quick march! 1844 
Regul. § Ord. Army 261 On which the Captain is to face 
inwards, and the Lieutenant and Ensign face to the right. 
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1859 F. A. Grirritus Artil. Man. (ed. 8) 19 Right or left 
about three-quarters face, 1863 KINGLAKE Crimea (1877) 
II{. i, 25 These men had faced about to the front. 

Jig. 1645 Liberty of Consc. 28 In this Sir you have faced 
about, sure you are not As you were. 1684 Bunyan Pilger. 
1. Introd. 217 His Spirit was so stout No Man could ever 
make him face about. ; 

10. -trans. +a. To attract or direct the face or 
looks of. b. AZ/. Yo cause (soldiers) to face, or 
present the front. 

1630 Lorp Banians § Perses 72 Certaine mimicall gestures, 
so as may most face the people to gaze upon them. 1667 
Warternouse /77¢ Lond. 181 The Judgments of God face 
us to humilitie. 1859 F. A. Grirrirus Arti/. Man. (ed. 8) 
30 The company. . will be faced, and countermarched. /ézd. 
31 The remaining companies first being faced to the right 
about. 

ll. a. To turn face upwards, expose the face of 
(a playing card). 

sore Cotton Complete Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 
344 He clasps these cards faced at the bottom. 1721 Mrs. 
CENTLIVRE Basset-Tadble wv, Fac't again ;—what’s the mean- 
ing of thisillluck to-night? 1742 Hoye Whist 10 lf a Card 
is faced in the Pack, they must deal again, except it is the 
last Card. 1878 H. H. Gisss Ombre 19 He places the cards 
before him, taking care not to face or show any of them. 

b. Post-office. To tur (letters) with their faces 
in one direction. 

1850 Q. Rev. June 75 The object..is merely to ‘face’ the 
stamped and paid letters all thesame way. 1889 Pa// Mall 
G. 15 Oct. 7/1 All the letters have been faced, sorted, and 
stamped. 

III. To put a face upon. 

12. To cover a certain breadth of (a garment) 
with another material ; to trim, tum up. In ass. 
said of the wearer. Also, Zo face about, down. 

1561 in Vicary's Anat. (1888) App. vi. 189 My gowne of 
browne blue lyned and faced with black budge. 1592 GREENE 
Art Conny-catch. 11. 2 The Priest was facst afore with 
Veluet. 1607 TorseLt Mon7-/, Beasts (1673) 446 They. .face 
about the collars of men and womens garments. 1679 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 1378/4 A black hair Camlet Gown..faced down 
before, and on the Cape with Velvet. 1759 Commi. Lett.- 
writer (ed. 6) 229 Blue cloth, trimmed and faced with white. 
1818 Scotr Ht. Midl. xxi, The five Lords of Justiciary, in 
their long robes of scarlet faced with white. 1855 W. Sar- 
GENT Braddock's Expedition 291 The uniform of the 44th 
was red faced with yellow. 

absol, c1570 Pride & Lowzl. (1841) 20 Silke and lase..To 
welt, to edge, to garde, to stitche and face. , 

+ b. transf. & fig. To trim, adorn, deck, furnish. 

1565 JEWEL Def. AZol. (1611) 241 Would ye rather, for the 
better facing and colouring of your Doctrin, we should strike 
out this Forged Quodammodo. 1596 SHaxs. 1 Hen. IV, v. 
i. 74 To face the Garment of Rebellion With some fine 
colour. 1630 B. Jonson Mew Jnz 1. i. Wks. (Rtldg.) 410/r 
An host..who is. .at the best some round-grown thing, a jug 
Faced with a beard, that fills out to the guests. 1645 MILTON 
Colast, Wks. (1847) 221, I saw the stuff. .garnished and trimly 
faced with the commendations of a licenser. 1685 DryDEN 
Albion § Alb. m1. i, Rebellion. .fac'd with publick Good ! 

13. To cover the surface either wholly or partially 
with some specified material. 

1670 Cotton Lsfernon it. vill. 349 The Terrass was not yet 
fac’d with stone. 1677 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 279 With 
whose heads..the savage Turk faced a great Bulkwark. 
1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. 1. 259 Delve of convenient 
Depth your thrashing Floor; With temper’d Clay then 
fill and face it o'er. 1715 DrsaGuLiers fires Jmpr. 112 
If you face the sides of the Chimney with thin Copper. 1803 
Phil. Trans. XCIII. 85 The same bar was melted again, 
and was cast in sand, faced..by charcoal dust. 1856 F727. 
R. Agric. Soc. XVII. 1. 363 The more modern fence. .is 
faced with stones, 

14. To dress or smooth the face or surface of. 
Also, Zo face down. 

1848 Mitt Pol. Econ. I. 152 One lathe..is kept for facing 
surfaces, 1873 Tristram Moad vi. 111 Blocks of basalt.. 
some of them finely faced. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 
221/2 The body is carefully faced down till a fine even surface 
is produced, 

15. To coat (tea) with some colouring substance, 
Also, 70 face up. 

1850 Household Words 11, 277 The tea-leaf .. is ‘ faced’ 
by the French chalk, to give it the pearly appearance so 
much liked. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 277 
The green tea is either natural or coloured (faced) with 
indigo [etc.]. 1888 Excycl. Brit. XXII. 101/1 Exhausted 
leaves were..faced up to do duty as fresh tea, 

+IV. 16. To deface, disfigure, spoil in ap- 
pearance. [? Short for Deracr.] Obds. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 9129 Polexena. .All facid hir face with 
hir fell teris. 

Facea, Faceal, obs. ff. of Fasota, FAotan. 

Facecies, anglicized form of Facrria. 

Faced (fé'st), 247. a1 [f. Fack v.+-Ep1,.] In 
senses of the verb. a, Of a card: That has been 
turned face upwards. 

1674 Cotton Complete Gamester xv. (1680) 96 Then the 
bottom fac'd Cards are upwards, 1868 Parpon Card Player 
21 Faced cards necessitate a new deal. 

b. Of a body of soldiers: That has faced or 
turned about. 

1796 /ustr. §& Reg. Cavalry (1813) 185 When the whole was 
halted, the proper front would be taken by the faced wing. 

e. Of clothing: Turned up with another ma- 
terial. 

1661 Pepys Diary 13 June, My gray cloth suit and faced 
white coate. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Faced, turned 
up with facings on the cuffs and collars of uniforms. 

d. Of a block or piece of stone: Having the 
surface dressed or smoothed, 








FACET. 


1865 Luspock Preh. Times xiii. (1878) 491 These [sling- 

stones] were called afai ara—faced or edged stones. é 
e. Of tea: That has been artificially altered in 
appearance, coloured. 

1875 Sat. Rev. XL. 553/1 Consumers of ‘faced’ tea have 
taken to it for the benefit of manufacturers and importers. 

Faced (féist), Af/.a.2 [f. Facr sb. + -Ep 2.) 
Furnished with or having a face. 

1. Of persons. a. Having a face /zke (a dog, 
etc.). Ods. b. In combination with some defining 
prefix, as bare-, dog-, full-, etc., faced, for which 
see those words, 

c1500 Bk. Maid Emlyn in Anc. Poet. Tracts (Percy Soc.) 
20 Faced lyke an aungell. 1576 Newton Lesmnie's Complex. 
(1633) 110 Sowre countenanced, faced like death. *599 
Minsueu Dial. SA, § Eng. (1623) @ The Devill..brought 
the blush-faced young man to the Court. 1624 Forp, etc. 
Sun’s Darling i, i, Rural fellows, fac'd Like lovers of your 
Laws. 1632 Lirucow 77av. v1. 293 We marched through a 
fiery faced plaine. 1634 Sir T. Hersert 7yav, 213 The 
Bats..are faced like Monkeyes. 1710 Swirt Fr. to Stella 
23 Sept., He is a rawboned faced fellow. 1863 Sat. Rev. 124 
Their leafy height, that winter soon Left leafless to the 
cold-faced moon. ; ‘ 

2. Faced cloth: a fabric manufactured with a 
‘natural lustre’. 

1889 Daily News 5 Oct. 7/7 Advt., Faced Cloths, warranted 
not to spot with rain, in all the new shades. 

3. Faced card =face-card, court-card. 

1794 Sporting Mag. III. 41 ‘We are all faced cards’, ‘I 
hope. .you are not all Kings’. 1847-78in HALLIwELL. 1869 
in Peacock Gloss. Lonsdale 29. 1879 in Miss Jackson 
Shropsh. Word-bk. 138. 

4. Printing. (see quot.) 

1888 Jacosi Printer’s Vocab. 43 Faced Rule, Brass Rule 
with the ordinary thin face somewhat thickened. : 

5. Arch. ‘Faced work, thin stone, otherwise called 
bastard ashlar, used to imitate squared stone work. 
In painting, the rubbing down each coat with 
pumice before the next is laid on. Used also of 
superior plastering.” (Arch. Dict. 1892). 

Fa‘ced-lined, 2. Her. [f. Facep J//. a.+ 
LineD Zf/. a.] Of a garment : Having the lining 
visible. 

1825 in Berry Lxcycl. Herald. s.v. 
Herald, 57. . 

Facel, var. of FASEL, Ods., kidney bean. 

Faceless (féislés), a. [f. Facn sd, + -LEss.] 
Without a face. +a. Of persons: Lacking face 
or courage ; cowardly. b. Of acoin: Having the 
device and legend obliterated. 

a. 1567 SempiLe Lordis Just Quarrel in Ballates (1872) 
30 Quhen faceles fuillis sall not be settin by. 1596 Edward 
111, 1. ii. g Faceless fear that ever turns his back. 1727-36 
in BaiLey. 1775 in Asu. 

b. 1855 Mraser’s Mag. LI. 272 Specimens of the bronze 
coinage of the later empire. .mostly trite and faceless, as a 
farthing of the reign of George III. 

+Fa‘cely, a. Ods. [f. as prec. + -Ly1\] 
Giving a face to face view ; open; transl. med.L. 
Jacialis, Cf. FActanL a. 1. 

1605 BELL Romish Faith 44 The cleare and facely vision 
of God [clara et facialis visio Det). 

Facely, var. of FActLEy. 

Facer (fétsa1). [f. Facr v. and sé. + -ER.] 

+1. One who puts on a bold face ; one who boasts 
or swaggers ; a braggart, bully. Ods. 

c 1818 Cocke Lorelles B, (Percy Soc.) 11 Crakers, facers, and 
chylderne quellers. 1550 Latimer Last Serm. bef. Edw. V1, 
Wks. I. 252 Nay: there be no greater tattlers, nor boasters 
nor facers than they be. 1611 Beaum & FL. Maia’s Trag. 
Iv. ii, A race of idle peuple. . Facers and talkers. 

2. Post-office, One who ‘ faces’ letters (see Fack 
uv. IT b). 

1850 0, Kev. June 75 The act is by ‘facers’ called ‘pigging’. 

3. A blow in the face. /¢. and fig. 

1810 Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 243 Each of the pugilists 
exchanged..half a dozen facers. 1819 Moore Jom Crib’s 
Mem. 24 Not to dwell on each facer and fall. 1859 J. Brown 
Rab & #. 2 The.. shepherd. .delivered a terrific facer upon 
our..middle-aged friend. ’ 

Jig. 1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIII. 109/2 With the right 
lending the Catholics such a facer, that they are unable to 
come to time, 1872 Besant & Rice Ready Money M, xviii, 
‘I’ve had a good many facers in my life’. 

4. a. A large cup or tankard. b, Such a cup 
filled to the brim; a bumper. Ods. 

a. 1527 Will T. Sparke (Chetham Soc.) 17 Item,to my cosyn 
yong ‘Thomas Smith my bowndon facer and my gilde spone. 

1688 SHADWELL Sgr. Adsatia 1, There’s a facer for 
you. axzjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Facer, a Bumper 
without Lip-room. . 1785 in Grosr Dict. Vile. Tongue. 

+ Fa‘cet, sJ.! Ods. Also 5 faceet, facett, 
faucet. [ad. (through F. facet) L. facét-us (see 
FAckrTE a.) used as a proper name.) The book 
Facetus de Moribus (by some attributed to John 
Garland), which was used in schools as a book of 
instruction in behaviour. 

c1440 Promp. Parv.145 Faceet, booke..Facetus. c 1475 
Babees Bk, (1868) 1 Facett seythe the Book of curtesye. 
a 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 45 Vhe Dean of the 
Chappell to drawe these chyldren..as well in the schoole 
of facett, as in songe. [1611 Cotcr., Facet, a Primmer, or 
Grammer for a yong scholler.] 

Facet (fee'sét), sb.2. Forms: 7 fascet, faucett, 
8 fasset, fosset, 8-9 facette, 8— facet. [a. F. 

Sacette, dim. of face: see FAcE sd.] A little face. 


1889 in Ervin Dict. 


FACET. 


1. One of the sides of a body that has numerous 
faces ; ovig. one of the small cut and polished faces 
of a diamond or other gem, but subsequently ex- 
tended to a similar face in any natural or artificial 
body. Cf. Brinitant. Also preceded by certain 
defining words, as dzagonal-, skill-, skew-, star- 
facet ; for which see those words, 

1625 Bacon £ss. Honour (Arb.) 69 Diamonds cut with 
Fascets, 1647 R. Straryiton Fxvenal 69 Sea-greene berill 
into fascets cut. 1750 Jerrries Treat. Diamonds § Pearls 
(1751) 35 A Brilliant whose lustre is derived from the angles, 
or facets, of the sides only. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. 11. 
157 United with antimony, it gives a brittle’ metal with 
facets. 1808 Scorr Marm. iv. xi, Above its cornice, row 
and row Of fair hewn facets. 1835 Marryat Olle Podr. 
xxiii, They polish rubies ; that is, without cutting them in 
facettes. 1853 Herscuet Pop. Lect. Sc. viii. § 165 (1873) The 
appearance of certain small obliquely posited facets on the 
crystal previous to polishing. 1854 Hooker Aimal. Frnils. 
I. xv. 344 Light reflected from .. myriads of facets [of hoar- 
frost]. 1875 Ure Dict. Arts s.v. Macetting, Facets on 
gold and silver are cut and polished on revolving wheels. 

7's. 1820 Mar. Epcewortu Life R. Edgeworth (1821) 
II. 260 That facet of the mind which it was the interest or 
the humour of the moment to turn outward. 

2. Anat. a. A small flat and smooth articular 
surface of a bone. 

1836 Topp Cyc/. Anat. 1. 272/1 The atlas..is articulated 
with the occipital tubercle by a single concave facet. 1870 
Rotteston Anim. Life Introd. 57 The ribs of the Sauna 
have only a single articular facet. 1881 Mivarr Cat228 On 
each side of this is an oval, convex, articular facet. 

b. One of the individual parts or segments (oce//z) 
of a compound eye. 

1834 MeMurtie Cuvier’s Anim. Kingd. 289 Compound 
eyes, where the surface is divided into an infinitude of dif- 
ferent lenses called facets. 18539 Darwin Orig. Sec. vi. 
(1873) 144 The numerous facets on the cornea of their great 
compound eyes form true lenses. 

3. attrib., as facet-wise. Also facet-diamond, 
a diamond whose surface is formed into facets ; 
facet-doublet, a counterfeit jewel (see DouBLEr) 
similarly treated ; facet-flash, a flash of light from 
one of the facets of a gem; in quot, fig. 

1664 Butter Hud. 1. i. 601 Grind her lips upona mill, 
Until the facet doublet doth Fit their rhymes rather than 
her mouth, 1676 Loxd. Gaz. No. 1207/4 ‘Two Diamond 
Rings with one Faucett Diamond..in each Ring. 1690 
Songs Costume (Percy Soc.) 186 A saphire bodkin for the 
hair, Or sparkling facet diamond there. 1751 CHAMBERS 
Cycl. s.v. Facet, Multiplying-glasses are cut in facets or 
facet-wise. 1868 Browninc Xing § Bk. 1.1361 Rather learn 
and love Each facet-flash of the revolving year ! 

Facet (fe'sét), v. Pa. t.and pple. faceted (often 
erron. facetted). [f. prec. sb. Cf. F. facetter.] 
trans. To cut a facet or facets upon; to cover with 
facets. /¢, and fig. 

1870 Echo 17 Jan., The almond form [of the Sancy diamond] 
completely facetted over..indisputably proves that it was 
an Indian-cut stone. 1873 Browninc Ked Cott. Nt.-cap 
544 The liquid name ‘ Miranda’—faceted as lovelily As his 
own gift, the gem. 1874 Werstrore Precious Stones 140 
Heart-shaped Amethyst, Facetted on face and back. 1881 
J. Payne Villon's Poems Introd. 84 He alone divined the 
hidden diamonds and rubies of picturesque expression, to 
be .. facetted into glory and beauty by the regenerating 
friction of poetic employment. 

Facete (fas7t), a.; rare in mod. use. Also 7 
faceit. [ad. L. facét-ws graceful, pleasing, witty. 
Cf. OF. facet.) 

1. =Facerious. arch. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor. 662 Pleasant demaunds 
and facete jests. 1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. Iv. iv, 
Lodovicus Suessanus a facete companion, disswaded him to 
the contrary. 1651-3 Jer. TayLor Serm. for Year (1850) 
292 A facete discourse..can refresh the spirit. 1691 Woop 
Ath, Oxon. 1. 259 He was aman of..a facete and affable 
countenance. 1762 Sterne 77. Shandy vi. v, I will have 
him. .cheerful, facete, jovial. 1830 tr. Avzstophanes’ Achar- 
nians 34 By Jove! these two hogs are facete ones! 1863 
Sata Capt. Dang. II. ix. 310 Such a Ruffian. .could main- 
tain an appearance of a facete disposition to the last. 

b. absol. 

1807-8 Syp. SmitH Plymley’s Lett. Wks. 1859 I. 162/1 
If he would. .consider the facete and the playful to be the 
basis of his character. 1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 257 One 
or two attempts at raillery and the facete are indeed de- 
plorable. ; 

+2. After Latin usage: Elegant, graceful, po- 
lished. Ods. 

a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 29 Leicester .. was 
much the more facete Courtier, /d7d. 56 He was so facete 
and choice in his phrase and stile. 1662 BacsHaw in Acc. 
Baxter's Suspension 45 A man..of so Elegant and Facete 
a Style. F ’ 

Hence + Face‘tely adv. Ods., in a witty or 
humorous manner, pleasantly. ‘+ Face‘teness, 
the quality of being witty or humorous; ‘ wit, 
pleasant representation’ (J.). 

1619 Brent tr. Sarpi's Counc. Trent (1676) 72 That which 
facetely was spoken by Erasmus. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 
Ul. ii. 1. ii, 558 As James Lernutius hath facetely expressed 
in an elegant Ode, 1636 Fratity Clavis Myst. xxviii. 361 
Poole facetely excused the matter, a1656 Hates Gold. 
Rem. (1688) 170 Parables .. breed delight of hearing, by 
reason of that faceteness and wittiness which is many times 
found in them, 


Faceted (fe'sétéd), f/7. a. Also 9 (erron.) 
facetted. [f. Facnr sd. and v. + -ED.] 
1. Of gems, etc. : Having, furnished with, or cut 


Vou, IV. 
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into facets. Also preceded by some qualifying 
word, as many-, keenly-faceted. 

1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. vii. (1873) 203 The falling of a 
facetted spheroid from one facet to another. 1874 WESTROPP 
Precious Stones 140 Amethyst..cushion-cut face; facetted 
back. 1890 Harfer’s Mag. Oct. 799/2 It is a many-faceted 
diamond of the purest lustre. 1890 Daily News 27 Jan. 3/t 
It’s [the electric light’s] power is enormously multiplied by 
the facetted lens. 

Jig. 1864 Carty. Fredk, Gt. (1865) 1V. xt. iii. 44 Friedrich 
. loves the sharp facetted cut of the man. 

2. Anat. Provided with facets; see FACET sd.2 2, 

1836 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 770/2 The most remarkable 
modification of facetted eyes, 1870 Rotteston Anim. Life 
22 An irregularly-shaped bony process.. forms with this 
smooth facetted process a cup-shaped cavity. 

Facetie (fas7fijz), sd. 7. Also 6 in anglicized 
form facecies. [a. L. facetix, pl. of facétia a jest, 
f, facets FacetE.] Humorous sayings or writings, 
pleasantries, witticisms. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1, Wks. 118/2 With folish facecies and 
blasphemous mockery. 1657 J. SmitH Myst. Rhet. 78 The 
merry and pleasant sayings incident hereunto are called 
Facetiz, 1883S. C. Hatt Ketyosfect I. 324 Gilbert A Beckett 
-- contributed jokes and facetiz weekly. 

Faceting (fesétin), v7. sb. Also 9 (erron.) 
facetting. [f. Facet v, + -1nc1,.] Theaction or 
process of cutting facets on gems or metals. 

1875 Ure Dict. Arts, Facetting. 1877 StREETER Precious 
Stones 1. iv. 32 The Brilliant depends greatly upon the 
facetting for its exceeding beauty. 1877 Ger Goldworker 
xi, 180 ‘The .. workman turning the links of gold chains be- 
tween his thumb and finger..and while. .it seems as if they 
are being presented in a haphazard fashion to the lap, the 
most perfect-shaped diamonds are being produced, This is 
called faceting. 

Facetiosity (fas7fip'siti). rare. [f. next; 
see -ITy.] The quality of being facetious; in quot. 
quasi-concr, 

1822 Liberal I, 209 The bookseller. evidently. .laughs at 


the customer.. when he has the luck to get rid of some 
heavy facetiosity by a chance sale. 


Facetious (fas7‘fas), a. [ad. Fr. facétieux (cited 
from 16th c.), f. facétie, ad. L. facétia (see FAcHTIa) 
+-0US. ] 

+1. [After L. facetus.] Of style, manners, etc. : 
Polished and agreeable, urbane. Odés. 

1592 H. Cuertie in Shaks, C. Praise 4 His facetious grace 
in writting which approoues his art. 

2. Characterized by, or addicted to, pleasantry ; 
jocose, jocular, waggish. Formerly often with 
laudatory sense; Witty, humorous, amusing ; also, 
gay, sprightly. a. of utterances, compositions, 
actions, etc. 

1605 CAMDEN Re. 203 It was then thought facetious. 
a 1677 Barrow Sevwz. xiv. Wks. 1741 I. 147 Facetious speech 
there serves onely to obstruct and entangle business. 1722 
Sewet Hist, Quakers (1795) 1. Pref. 11 Intermixed the 
serious part sometimes with a facetious accident. 1850 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. iv. 19 Aunty gave George a 
nudge with her finger designed to be immensely facetious. 
1855 Macautay Aizst. Eng. IIT. 346 Facetious messages .. 
passed between the besieged and the besiegers, 

b. of persons, their qualities, etc. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia’s Rev. 1. iii, My sweet facetious 
rascall. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 179, 1am no way 
facetious nor disposed for the mirth..of Company. 1710 
Hearne Cod/ect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 333 He was of a plea- 
sant, facetious Temper. 1758 JoHnson /dler No. 33 P2 
Transmitted. .by a facetious correspondent. 1844 DickENS 
Mar. Chiz. xxiv.(C. D. ed.) 251 * Oh you terrible old man !’ 
cried the facetious Merry to herself, 1874 MicKLETHWAITE 
Mod. Par. Churches 283 The medieval carvers were many of 
them facetious fellows. ; 

Facetiously (fas? fosli), adv. [f. prec. + -LY 2.] 
Tn a facetious manner. 

1727-36 in BAtLey. 1731 WATERLAND Scripture Vind. 11. 
9 B. answers, very facetiously. 1749 Fir_tpinc Tow. Younes 
I. iii, Pages which certain droll authors have been facetiously 
pleased to call The History of England. 1838 Dickens 
Nich. Nick. xix, Sir Mulberry Hawk leered upon his friends 
most facetiously. 1885 JZanch, Exam. 6 May 6/1 The pri- 
vate view, facetiously so-called. 

Facetiousness (fis7fasnés). [f. as prec. + 
-nESS.] The quality or fact of being facetious, 
+a. Polish and pleasantness of manner, urbanity 
(obs.). +b. Cheerful good-humour ; also, witti- 
ness, wit (obs.). @. Jocularity, jocosity. 

1630 2. Fohnson’s Kingd. §& Commw., 267 The Italians 
in facetiousnesse doe jest ; That [etc.]. 1644 BuLWER Chivod, 
135 The facetiousnesse of manners and elegancies of learning. 
1657 Hopes Stigmaz of Wallis Wks. 1845 VII. 386, I ob- 
serve, first, the facetiousness of your title-page. 1757 BURKE 
A bridem. Eng, Hist, u1.ii, Relaxing with a wise facetious- 
ness, he [William I] knew how to relieveh is mind and 
preserve his dignity. 1836 Hor. Smitu 7% Trumzp. (1876) 
362 This is a random facetiousness. @1853 ROBERTSON 
Lect. i. (1858) 139 With dull facetiousness. 


Fach, Fachen, obs. ff. of FrrcH, FALCHION, 

Fachine, obs. f. FASCINE. 

Fachon, -oun, obs. ff. of FALCHION. 

Facia (feefia). [var. of Fascra q.v.] The tablet 
or plate over a shop front on which is written the 
name and often also the trade of the occupier. 
Also attrib. in facta writer, sign and facia 
writer, 

Facial (féfial, -fal), @ [a. F. facial, ad. 
med.L. faczal-as of the face, f. factés Facn.] 





FACILE. 


+1. Theol. In Facial sight, vision = L. visto fa- 
cialis: Face to face, immediate, open. Ods. 

1609 Bett Theoph. §& Remig. 16 The cleare and faciall 
vision of God. 1633 Eart Mancu. Al Mondo (1636) 194 
Saint Steven ..had a faciall sight of his Saviour. a@rqiz 
Ken Hymnarium Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 17 You in that 
Beatifick Height, Had of Triunal God a facial Sight. 

2. Of or pertaining to the face or visage; frequent 
in Anat., as in facial artery, nerve, ete. 

1818 Hooper Med. Dict., Facial nerve. 1841 CaTiin N, 
Amer, Ind, (1844) I. Iviii. 226 Facial outline of the North 
American Indians. 1842 E. Witson Azat, Vade M. 273 
The Facial artery arises a little above the great cornu of the 
os hyoides. 1855 THACKERAY WVewcomes I. 213 A man of.. 
great facial advantages, 1865 Tytor Larly Hist. Man. iv. 
68 Biting her lips with an upward contraction of the facial 
muscles. 1874 Woop Wat, Hist, 281 The Virginian Eared 
Owl.—The facial disc is brown, edged with black, 

b. Palzont. Factal suture (see quot. 1884), 

1872 NicHoison Pale@ont, 167 The facial suture is wanting, 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Facial suture, the line of division 
between the glabella and the free cheek on each side in a 
Trilobite. — 

e. Facial angle; the angle formed by two lines, 
one horizontal from the nostrils to the ear, the other 
(called the faczal /ine) more or less vertical from 
the nostrils to the forehead. 

The facial angle above described is that of Camper; 
various other ‘ facial angles’ have been subsequently pro- 
posed, and to some extent adopted in craniometry. 

1822 W. Lawrence Lect, Phys. 146 The ancients..were 
aware that an elevated facial line. indicated a noble and 
generous nature. Hence they have extended the facial 
angle to go”. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. xvii. (1852) 388 
From their low facial angle they [some Lizards] have a 
singularly stupid appearance. 1866 Livincstone ¥77/. 
(1873) I. vi. 140 Many have quite the Grecian facial angle. 

f or belonging to the visible part or sur- 
face of anything. actal value= face-value. 

1842 KE. Witson Anat. Vade M. 33 The external or facial 
surface, forms the anterior part of the bone. 1862 RAwLin- 
son Anc. Mon. I. vi. 371 To compensate for this monotony 
in its (the fagade’s] facial line. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
328 Seeds. .with 2 facial furrows. 1884 Pa// Mali G. 28 June 
5 The coupons can be purchased under their facial value, 

+ 4. quasi-sb. =facial angle. Obs. 

c1817 Fusevt Lect. Art x. (1848) 5:6 Camper. .appears to 
have ascertained, not only the difference of the faceal [sc] 
in animals, but that which discriminates nations. 

Hence Fa‘cially adv. +a. Face to face. b. 
With reference to the face. 

a 1641 [D. Baker] Hoty Pract. Devine Lover (1657) 6 In 
this life only enigmaticallie .. in the future facially and 
really. 1864 Dazly Te/. 1 Aug., His Excellency is not 
facially remote from the portraits of Talleyrand. 

+ Fa‘ciale, sb. Os. [ad. late L. factalem face- 
cloth, f. faczés face.] A face-cloth for a corpse. 

@1300 Cursor MM, 17693 (Gétt.) His faciale, his winding 
clath, Par war bai left. 

+ Fa‘ciata, Fa:ciate. Os. rare. 
ad. It. facciata Facape.] A facade, front. 

1644 Evetyn Diary 25 Oct., The faciata of the Court 
and Chapel. 1654 /dzd. 27 June, The faciate of this Cathe- 
drall is remarkable for its historical carving. ; 

Facient (fé-fiént), 5d. rare. [ad. L. factent- 
-em, pr. pple. of facére to do, make.] One who 
does anything ; an actor or doer. 

ax670 Hacker Adbp. Williams 1. § 77 (1693) 66 Is Sin in 
the Fact or in the Mind of the Facient? 1821 CoLERIDGE 
in Blackw. Mag. X. 250 Theshape beheld he would grant to 
be a making in the beholder’s own brain; but the facient, 
he would contend, was a several and other subject. 

-facient, formative element repr. L. -faczent-em 

‘making’, pr. pple. of facére to make, occurring 
in compounds as calefacére, liquefactre, rubefacire, 
tepefacére, etc., from pr. pple. of which are adapted 
the Eng. calefacient, rubefacient, etc. ; on the strict 
analogy ofthese are absorefactent, and similar words 
not formed in L.; and in loose imitation adoréz- 
facient, calorifactent, etc., for which L. vbs. would 
have been in -ficdére, and adjs. in -ficus, calort- 
fic-us. Some pronounce (félfént), but (f2i-fiént) 
or (fei‘fyént) is more usual. 

|| Facies (féi-fijzz). [L. facz2s: see Facn.] 

+1. Humorously for: Face, countenance. Ods. 

1611 Corar. s.v. Abbé, Face d’abbé, a jollie, fat, and red 
face; a fierie facies. 

2. Wat. Hist. General aspect or appearance. 

1727-36 in Bawey, /acies (in Botanick Writers) a face. 
1849 Murcuison S7/u77a vi. 105 They present the uniform 
‘facies’ of a thick, yet finely laminated, dark, dull grey 
shale. 1872 NicHorson Palgont. 475 The general facies of 
the Carboniferous vegetation. 1881 J. S. GARDNER in Vature 
No. 623. 531 Not only is the facies of the flora identical, 
but identical species appear in both continents. 

Facile (fe'sil), @. Forms: 5-6 facyl(l)e, 6-8 
facil(1, 5— facile, [a. Fr. facz/e, ad. L. facil-zs 
easy to do; also of persons, easy of access, cour- 
teous, easy to deal with, pliant, f. facéve to do.] 

1. That can be accomplished with little effort ; 
= Easy 11. Now with somewhat disparaging 
sense. ‘Formerly used as predicate with inf. 
phrase as subject, and in phrase fac7/e and easy. 

1483 Caxton 450 97 It is facyle to scape out of the handes 
of the blynd. 1538 Roaeey England \, iv. 133 As the one 
ys ful of hardnes and dyffyculty..so the other ys facyle 
and esy. 1577 HorinsHEep Scot. Chron. I. 449/1 They .. 
thought it easie and facile to be concluded. 1641 PryNNE 


[a. and 


FACILELY. 


Antip. Epist. 4, I gathered with no facil labour, the most of 
those Materials. 1676 WorLIpDGE Cyder (1691) 236 ‘he more 
facile making of the linnen manufacture. @ 1708 BEVERIDGE 
Serm. xci. Wks, 1729 II. 126 All other acts of piety will be 
facile and easy to him, 1856 Froupe //ist. Eng. I. 357 
Having won, as he supposed, his facile victory. 1876 C. M. 
Davies Unorth. Lond, 250 The work appears facile. _ 

2. Of a course of action, a method: Presenting 


few difficulties, 

1559 W. CuNINGHAM Cosmog?r. Glasse 109 The waye is very 
facile, and without great laboure. 1607 TorseLi Four. 
Beasts (1673) 152 Yet have they found out this facile and 
ready course. 1639 Futter Holy War mi. ii. (1647) 112 His 
Holinesse hath a facile and cheap way both to gratifie and 
engage ambitious spirits. a@1718 PENN Tracts Wks. 1726 
I. 703 It will render the Magistrates Province more facil. 
1807 VANCOUVER Agric. Devon (1813) 463 Baiting .. in the 
manner performed on the continent, is an infinitely more 
economical and facile mode of administering refreshment to 
a jaded animal. 1860 TynpaLt Glac. u. ix. 271 The facile 
modes of measurement which we now employ. 

+b. Easy to understand or to make use of. Ods. 

1531 Extyor Gov. 1. v, As touchynge grammere there is at 
this day better introductions and more facile, than euer 
before were made, 1579 Dicces Stratiot. u. vii. 47 We have 
by the former Rules produced this playne and facile Aequa- 
tion. 1633 Sc. Acts Chas. J, c. 34 The short and facile 
grammer. 1644 Mitton Zduc. 100 Those poets which are 
now counted most hard, will be both facil and pleasant. 
1676 WorLIDGE Cyder (1691) 103 To make this curious 
Machine more useful and facile. 1786 T. Wootston Zef?. in 
Fenning Yng. A leebraists' Comp. (1787) p. v, It having been 
long considered as a most facile Introduction to Algebra. 
1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) II. 24 The 
harp and the piano-forte were equally facile to Rosa. 

3. Moving without effort, unconstrained; flow- 
ing, running, or working freely ; fluent, ready. 

1605 B. Jonson Volfone 1. ii, This author. .has so modern 
and facile a vein Fitting the time and catching the court- 
ear. 1657 AuSTEN Fruit Trees 11. 204 One man excells. .in 
a facile and ready expression. 1796 Lp. SHEFFIELD in Ld, 
Auckland’s Corr. (1862) III. 371 Your. .happy facile expres- 
sion in writing, 1820 L. Hunt /zdicator No. 31 (1822) I. 246 
On the facile wings ofoursympathy. 1865 SwINBURNE A /a- 
Janta 1641 Deaths. . with facile feet avenged. 1873 SyMonps 
Grk. Poets v. 144 Stesichorus was one of those facile and 
abundant natures who excel in many branches of art. 1886 
Stusss Med. § Mod. Hist. iii, 57 To the facile pen of an 
Oxford man we owe the production of the most popular 
manual of our history. 

4. Of persons, dispositions, speech, etc.: +a. 
Easy of access or converse, affable, courteous (0és.). 


b. Characterized by ease of behaviour. 
c1590 GREENE FY, Bacon 1. iii, Facile and debonair in all 
his deeds. 1638 FEatty Tvansubt. 219 A young Gentleman 
of a facile and affable disposition. 1782 Map. D’ArBLay 
Diary 12 Aug., My father is all himself—gay, facile, and 
sweet. 1844 DisraELt Coningsby m1. v, Manners, though 
facile, sufficiently finished. 1876 HoLLanp Sev. Oaks x. 134 
He was positive, facile, amiable. 
ec. Not harsh or severe, gentle, lenient, mild, 


Const. 40; also fo with z7/. 

1541 Exyot /izage Gov. 88 Your proper nature is mylde, 
facile, gentyll, and wytty. 1631 WrEvER Anc. Fun. Mon. 
116 She was of a more facile and better inclined disposi- 
tion. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. v. v. §7 Q. Elizabeth... A 
Princesse most facil to forgive injuries. 1670 Mitton //7st. 
Eng. Wks. 1738 I]. 80 However he were facil to his Son, 
and seditious Nobles. .yet his Queen he treated not the less 
honourably, 1851 Sir F, PALGRAVE Worm. § Eng. 1. 297 
The guilty sons were too happy to avail themselves of his 
facile tenderness, E 

5. Easily led or wrought upon; flexible, pliant ; 
compliant, yielding. 

151r Corer Serm. Conf. §& Ref. in Phenix (1708) II. 8 
Those canons..that do learn you .. not to be too facile in 
admitting into holy orders. 1556 LaupER Tyactate 251 Be 
nocht ouir facill for to trow Quhill that 3e try the mater 
throw, c1610 Sir J. Mervin Aes, (1683) 103 Facil Princes 
.. promote them [Flatterers] above faithful Friends. 1648 
J. Beaumont Psyche xvu. cxcvii, Alas, That facil Hearts 
should to themselves be foes. 1671 Mitton P. R. 1.51 Adam 
and his facil consort Eve Lost Paradise. 1805 Foster Zss. 
Il. vi. 192 The tame security of facile friendly coincidence. 

b. in Scots Law. ‘ Possessing that softness of dis- 


position that he is liable to be easily wrought upon 
by others’ (Jam.). 


1887 Grierson Dickson's Tract. Evidence § 35 Proof that 
the granter of a deed was naturally weak and facile..has 
been held to reflect the burden of proving that [etc.]. 

ec. fransf. Of things: Easily moved, yielding, 
‘ easily surmountable ; easily conquerable’ (J.). 

1667 Mitton P, L. 1v. 967 Henceforth not to scorne The 
facil gates of hell too slightly barrd. 

+6. quasi-adv. Easily ; without difficulty. Ods. 

¢ 1523 Wotsey in Fiddes Zz/ un. (1726) 114 His countries, 
whose parts non of the Lords or Commons would soe facile 
inclyne unto. 1548 Hatt Chyon. (1809) 316 Whatsoever 
were purposed to hym they .. might easely se and facile 
heare the same. 1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus u. 80 The 
Muses .. mair facill 3our mater will consaif, Fra time that 
thay heir 3o0ur enarratiue, 

Facilely (fesil,li), adv.; xare in mod. use. 
Forms: 5 facely, 6-7 facilie, -lly, -ly(e, 6- 
facilely. [f. prec.+-LY 2.] In a facile manner. 

1. With little exertion, labour, or difficulty ; with- 
out effort or restraint ; easily. 

1490 Caxton ELneydos xxi. 77 That thenne shalle permytte 
hym facely & lightly for to do his vyage safly. c1565 
Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 60 Now let us see 
how facilly this matter.. may be brought to pass. 16141 
Seeep Hist. Gt. Brit, 1x, vili. § 32 Cloyster-men..might 
more facilly be swayed to bend. 1677 Lapy Cuawortn, 
in 12th Rep. Hist, MSS, Comm. App. v. 39 He might 
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facilier do itt the second time in the way the House had 
ordered it. 1835 Fraser's Mag. XII. 267 The.. principle, 
upon which the whole formerly so facilely moved, is de- 
stroyed. 

+2. Affably, courteously, graciously. Odés. 

1528 Fox in Pocock Rec, Ref. 1. hii. 142 His holiness very 
promptly and facily had condescended unto the granting 
thereof. 15530 Dk. NorrHuMBERLAND Let. 23 July in Consid. 

-eace & Goodw. Prot. 5 That your Grace may facilely con- 
descend thereunto. f 

3. With (a too) ready acquiescence; without 


sufficient consideration, thoughtlessly. 

1864 Sectator 25 June 740 He facilely concludes that 
some male animals have teats, others not. 1872 Dazly 
News 28 Feb., The cheers .. were no empty breath of a 
populace facilely beguiled by the lust of the eye. 

Fa‘cileness. ? 00s. Also facilnes(s. [f. as 
prec. + -NESS.] The quality of being facile ; 
easiness to be persuaded; easy good nature; 
pliancy. 

1549 Compl. Scot, xi. 94 The cite of gabine, throcht there 
facilnes, gef hasty credit tosextus tarquinus. did. 97 ‘That 
3our facilnes be nocht sedusit be ther astuce and subtil 
persuasions, 1648 J. Beaumont Psyche xvi. excvii, Others 
they with facileness befriend! a1665 J. Goopwin /idled 
w. the Spirit (1867) 292 Some have a kind of goodness and 
facileness of disposition. 1727-36in BaiLey. 1775 in Asn. 

Facilie, obs. f. FAcILELY. 

Facilitate (fasiliteit), v. [f F. factht-er to 
render easy (=It. faczlttare, f. factlis F actL®, after 
L. vbs. like debilitare, etc.) +-a1ns.] 

1. ¢tvans. To render easier the performance of 
(an action), the attainment of (a result); to afford 
facilities for, promote, help forward (an action or 


process). 

1611 Cotcr., Faciliter, to facilitate or make easie. 1621 
Sir G, Catvert in Fortesc. Papers 155 It will. .facilitate the 
present negotiation. 1670 Cotton Hsfernon 1. i. 64 It.. 
much facilitated the Duke of Guise his Victories, to have 
an Enemy reduc’d to such streights before he came to 
engage them, 1714 Lapy M. W. Montacue Lef??. lxxxvi. 
141 It..may facilitate your election. 1732 ARBUTHNOT 
Rules of Diet 278 All such things as increase and facilitate 
the animal or natural Motions. 1838 T. THomson Chev. 
Org. Bodies 102 All the alkaline bodies. . facilitate the solu- 
tion of picrotoxin in water. 1883 St2bbs’ Mercantile Circular 
27 Sept. 861/2 The reformed procedure .. has not appre- 
ciably facilitated the progress of public business. 

+b. To make easier or less abstruse ; to sim- 
plify. Obs. rare. 

a 1656 Hates 7acts (1677) 89, I thank you for. .facilitat- 
ing to my understanding the scope and purpose of the x1 
of St. Mat. 

4] 2. To lessen the labour of, assist (a person). 

1646 H. Lawrence Comm. Angells 77 Which may more 
easily leade and facilitate us, to the consenting to such a lust. 
1650 FuLLER Pisgah u. 64 Here lived the Emims shrowdly 
smote by Chederlaomer, which probably did facilitate the 
Moabites in their victory over them. 1890 Sat. Rev. 6 
Sept. 303/2 The author seems to aim solely at facilitating 
the pupil in his dealings with everyday French. 

Hence Facilitated f//. a., Facilitating v0/. sé., 


and Faci'litating ///. a. 

1613 SHERLEY 7vav. Persia 3 Which would haue beene. . 
a facillitating of any enterprise, which. .that Earle was ever 
..vndertaking against him. 1674 Boye H-xcell. Theol. u. 
iv. 171 Rectifying..errours.. by the assistance of such 
facilitating helps. 1776 Benruam /i7ks, (1843) I. 288 These 
facilitating circumstances, 1876 Moztry Univ. Serm. vii, 
151 Undoubtedly habit is a great facilitating principle. 
1884 Pall Mall G, 2 Apr. 1/2 The lake district .. is in no 
need of facilitated means of access. 

Facilitation (fasi:lit2'-fon). 
-ATION. ] 

1, The action or process of facilitating or render- 
ing easy; an instance of this. 

1619 Brent tr. Sarf7's Counc. Trent (1629) 769 For facili- 
tation heereof, it [the Synod] doth renew some things decreed 
by the holy Canons. 1751 Jounson Rambler No, 103? 5 
‘The use of their discoveries to the facilitation of commerce. 
1791 NewrE Jour Lng. § Scot. 102 This facilitation of con- 
veyance would contribute much to the improvements in the 
northern parts of the island, 1862 'T. A. Trottopr Lent. 
Journey ix. 134 Impediment to free locomotion was a very 
much more important consideration than facilitation of it. 

2. A means of facilitating or helping forwards; 
help. Const. 70, towards. Now rare. 

1648 W. Montacu Devout Ess. 1. x. § 6. 118 A generall 
habit of sincerity, which when it is referred to religious uses, 
proves a facilitation towards fidelity and perseverance in 
them. 1823 Lamp Corr, (1870) 218 The impediments and 
facilitations to a sound belief are various. 

Facilitative (fasi‘lite'tiv), a. 
v.+-IVE.] ‘Tending to facilitate. 

1864 Glasgow Citizen 19 Nov., Tolls are restrictive, and 
not facilitative, 

Facilitator (fasilite'tar), [f Facitirare v. 
+-0R.] One who or that which facilitates. 

1824 Ann, Keg. 266* An apparatus for shaving which he 
denominates the useful and elegant facilitator. 1834 Mew 
Monthly Mag. X11. 260 Steam and gas .. are the grand 
facilitators and illuminators of the intercourse of the most 
distant provinces. 1871 Pall Mall G. 29 Mar. 11 The 
Washington correspondent ,. says the Senate is becoming 
the great facilitator of jobs and schemes. 

+ Fa‘cilite, v. Obs.rare—!. [ad. Fr. faciliter: 
see FACILITATE.] = FACILITATE. 

1604 T. Wricut Passions v. § 4. 193 By this meanes pro- 
found conceit shall bee facilited, and therewith the auditors 
instructed..and moued. 1608 D. Tuvit Ess. Polit. § Mor. 
86 b, The faciliting of treacherous .. practises. 


[f. as prec. + 


[f. Facmirarr 


FACILIZE. 


Facility (fasiliti). Forms: 6 facilitye, (fa- 
cillitie, facylytye, fecility), 6-7 facilitie, 6~ 
facility. [a. F. facilité, ad. L. facilitat-em, %. 
Jacilis easy ; see FaciLe and -1Ty.] 

1, The quality, fact, or condition of being easy 
or easily performed; freedom from difficulty or 
impediment, ease ; an instance of the same. Often 


in phr. weth (great, much, more) facility. 

1531 Exyor Gov. 1. xxii, An induction. .howe children. . 
may be trayned..with a pleasant facilitie. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Efpist. 383, 1 cannot see what you may do wyth 
more facilitie and easinesse. 1597 Hooxer Lecl. Pol. 
V. iil. (1611) 191 The great facilitie of their language. 1649 
Roserts Clavis Bibl. ii, 20 That difficulties deterre not 
from the study of Scripture, there are intermingled some 
facilities. 1791 Burke Aff. Whigs (ed. 3) 121 The facility 
with which government has been overturned in France. 
1805 Foster “ss, 1. ii. 17 The facility or difficulty of under- 
standing. 1881 Westcotr & Hort Grk, N. 7. Introd. § 29 
The relative facilities of the several experimental deductions, 

2. a. in s¢zg. Unimpeded opportunity for doing 
something. Const. of; for, to with 77. In early 
use also: + Means, resources (cf. FACULTY). 

1519 Hour Elements in Hazl. Dodsley I. 27 Ye.. have had 
great facility Strange causes to seek, 1656 DucuEss or New- 
castLe Life Dk, Newcastle (1886) 317 To impoverish my 
friends, or go beyond the limits or facility of our estate. 1659 
B. Harris Parival’s von Age 172 He found great facility 
everywhere and very little aversion anywhere. 1730 A. 
Gorvon Maffe?’s Amphith. 347 The Facility of covering 
the Spectators with an Awning. .was..not one of the least 
wonderful Things about the Building. 1859 Mitt Z7derty v. 
(1865) 60/1 The limitation in number .. of beer .. houses .. 
exposes all to an inconvenience because there are some by 
whom the facility would be abused. 1879 Cassed/’s Techn. 
Educ. 1, 147 The utmost facility is allowed to the upper 
millstone of adjusting itself. 

b. in Zl, (also every facility): Opportunities, 
favourable conditions, for the easier performance 
of any action. [So Fr. facz/ités from 17th c.] 

1809 WELLINGTON in Gurw. D7sf. IV. 357 He wishes to be 
permitted and to have the facilities given to him to return to 
France as soon as possible. 1825 MeCuttocu Pod. Econ. 1. 35 
The facilities given to the exportation of goods manufactured 
athome. 1865 Huxtey Lay Sev. ii. (1870) 28 Throw every 
facility in their way. 1876 Patrerson in C. M. Davies 
Unorth, Lond. (ed. 2) 250 The facilities for ordinary traffic 
are apt to break down. 

3. In action, speech, etc.: Ease, freedom, readi- 
ness ; aptitude, dexterity. 

1532 Hervet Xenophon’s Househ. To Rdr., His swete 
eloquence, and incredyble facilitie. 1596 Lopcr W7ts 
Miserie 57 Lilly, the famous for facility in discourse. 1602 
Warner A/d, Eng, Epit. (1612) 382 An ordinary care and 
skilfull Facilitie in collecting. .their descents. 1736 BuTLER 
Anal. 1. v. Wks, 1874 I. 86 We are capable..of getting a 
new facility in any kind of action, 1762-71 H, WaLPoLe 
Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) 111. 103 The stranger .. per- 
formed it with such facility and expedition, that [etc.]. 
1841 D'Israett Azer. Lit, (1867) 475 Spenser composed 
with great facility. 1875 JowEtr P/ato (ed. 2) 1, 16 Facility 
in learning is learning quickly. 

b. Of style: Easy-flowing manner, fluency. 

1588 Suaxs. L, LZ. L. iv. ii. 126 The elegancy, facility, & 
golden cadence of poesie. 1700 DrypEN /ad/es Pref. *B 1 
Both writ with wonderful Facility and Clearness. 1879 O. 
W. Hoimes Motley xv, 96 He proceeds with an increased 
facility of style. “ 

+4, Easiness of access or converse, affability, 
condescension, courtesy, kindly feeling. Ods. 

1550 VERON Godly Saiyngs (1846) 22 Beseching .. that ye 
of your wont goodness & facilitie vouchsafe to accept this 
my rude labour. 1677 Marvett Let. to Mayor of Hull 
Wks. I. 287 This slid over, out of their facility to an old 
servant. 1791 BoswELL Yohknson 25 Mar. an. 1776, I won- 
dered at this want of.. facility of manners, 1793 SMEATON 
Edystone L. § 112 note, Our men were much struck. .with 
the facility of the Portland ladies. 

5. Easiness to be led or persuaded to good or 
bad, readiness of compliance, pliancy. Also varely 
const. ¢o with z7f. Liability, readiness. 

1533 Morr Aol. xxxvi. Wks. goo/2 Of some facylytye of 
hys owne good nature. .easi to beleye som suchas haue told 
him lies. 1607-12 Bacon Ess., Goodness (Arb.) 202 That is 
but Facilitie, or Softnesse ; which taketh an honest Minde 
Prisoner. 1646 Stincspy Diary (1836) 181 To all which ye 
King yeilds, w" a facility of nature. 1702 Eg. 7 heophrast. 
165 Licentiating any thing that is coarse and vulgar, out of 
a foolish facility. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng, I. 169 The 
facility of Charles was such as has perhaps never been found 
in any man of equal sense, 1875 Manninc J/ission H. 
Ghost viii. 216 Those who have mm time past been guilty 
of any sin. .have a facility to fall again. 

b. in Scots Law. 

c 1565 Linpesay (Pitscottie) C/o. Scot. (1778) 279 In re- 
gard of the Facility of the Earl of Arran. 1861 W. Beit 
Dict. Law Scot. s.v., As a ground of reduction, facility is 
quite distinct from incapacity. 

ec. transf. Of things: Flexibility. rare. 

1856 Kane Grinnell Exp. xliii. 401 The swell of the ice 
.. transmitting with pliant facility the advancing wave. 

6. Indolent ease, indifference. 

1615 T, Apams 7wo Sonnes 68 They imagine that facilitie, 
a soft and gentle life is hence waranted. 1791 Bosweit 
Fohnson Advt., Those who read them with ae facility. 

Fa‘cilize, v. Obs, rare—'. [f. Factne + -12z8. 
Cf. F. factliser.] trans, To render easy or plain. 

1610 W. FotkincHam Art of Survey 1. viii. 15 It shall 
not bee amisse to. particularize the Natures and qualities 
both of good and badde soyles, to the end their distinctions 
may be facilized, 

Facilles: see FAset, 


FACINEROSE. 


Faciner(i)ous: see Factnor-. 

+ Facinerose, 2. Os. rave—°. [ad. L. faci- 
neros-us, var. of facinorosus (see FACINOROUS).] 
= FacInorous. 1727 in Baiey, vol. II. 


Facing (féi-sin), v7. sd. [f. Fack v. + -Inc1.] 
The action of the verb Facr. 

+1. The action of boasting, swaggering, or brow- 
beating; an instance of this, a defiance. Ods. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII, VI. 190 Protestations and 
exclamacions, with facyng crakyng and mynatorie wordes 
agaynst the Cardynalles. 1571 Gotpinc Caluiz on Ps. xii. 5 
Their importunate facing and bracing in woordes. «a 1625 
FLETCHER Lover's Progress wm. vi, Leave facing, ’twill 
not serve you. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. \xvi. 
(1739) 140 This wrought .. complainings in England, and 
facings between the Emperor and the Pope. 

+b. attrib. in Facing-card (see Facn v. and 
CARD sé.2 2a): fig. an imposing allegation or 
argument. Ods. 

a 1624 Be. M. Situ Serv. (1632) 33 If yee [goe away,] for 
these facing-cardes of multitudes or chaire, ynhappy are ye. 

2. Mil. The action of facing or turning in another 
direction. Facing-about: the action of turning in 
the opposite direction, an instance of this. Hence 
To put (one) through (his) facings, to go through 
(one’s) facings: lit. and fig. Also transf. 

1635 Barrirre A722. Disctp. ix. (1643) 32 Facing is a par- 
ticular turning of the Aspect from one part toanother. 1662 
STILLINGEL. Orig. Sacr. ut. ii. § 11 After many encounters 
and facings about, they fell into their severall troops. 1724 
De For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 232 Their facing about..put 
them into a great disorder. 1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 
13 In going through the facings, the left heel never quits the 
ground, 1867 TroLiopre Chrox. Barset I. xli. 356 Grace, 
not at all unwillingly, was put through her facings. 1888 
C. Bratuerwick Uncle Pierce i, Look in as you pass. .and 
Pll put you through your facings. 

3. The action of turning (a card) face upwards. 

1674 Corton Complete Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 
344 Lest there should be a discovery made of the facing, he 
palms them as much as he can. 

4. concr. (chiefly in f/.): Something with which 
a garment is faced (cf. Face vd. 12); esp. the 
euffs and collar of a military jacket, when of a 
different colour from the rest of the coat. 

1566 in Peacock Eng. Ch. Furniture 89 Two Copes the 
ffacyng taken of. 1607 ToprseLt Four-f. Beasts (1673) 87 
Their skins are of great use through the world. . for garments, 
facings, and linings. 1612 Barry Merry Tricks u. i, Tawny 
coats, with greasy facings. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2368/4 The 
stuff having yellow Spots. .with a little Silver Edging across 
the Facing, 1741 Ricuarpson Pamela 1. xx. 49, I made 
robings and facings of a pretty bit of printed calico. 1816 
‘Quiz’ Grand Master ut. 56 His facings bore The designa- 
tion of his corps. 1853 Stocquever M72. Encycl. s. v., The 
facings of the artillery are scarlet. 1866 RoGrrs Agric. & 
Prices 1, xxii. 580 The silk lining or facing is used for the 
summer robe only. 

b. ¢ransf. and fig. 

1642 Worton Life Dk. Buckingham 5 These Offices and 
Dignities..were but the facings and fringes of his greatnesse. 
164z Futter Holy & Prof. St. v. viii. 388 Well may the 
Hypocrite afford gaudy facing. 1808 Syp. Smitu PLymley's 
Lett. x, Dulness turned up with temerity, is a livery all the 
worse for the facings. 1862 Burton Bk. Hunter (1863) 46 
Each shelf uniform, with its facings or rather backings, like 
well-dressed lines at a review. 

5. The action of putting a new face on (any- 
thing) ; of overlaying (a building, etc.) with other 
material ; of colouring (tea); the action of cover- 


ing or protecting the face of. Cf. Fack v, 13-15. 

15349 Churchw. Acc. St. Dunstan's, Canterbury, For 
fasynge of the Images in the Churche ix d. Item fasynge 
of the tabyll that stoode at the Awlter iiijd. 1703 T. N. 
City §& C. Purchaser 52 Of Facing Timber-buildings with 
Bricks. 1825 Hone Lvery-day Bk. 1. 1480 They [houses] 
are undergoing reparation by new facing, 1874 Knicur 
Dict. Mech., Facing 4 the covering of brick or rough stone- 
work with fine masonry, such as sawed freestone or marble. 
1875 Sat. Rev. XL. 552/2 We are told that the ‘facing’ of 
tea .. does not affect its quality. 

6. concr. a. A superficial coating or layer ; also 
the material of which this is made. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Seeretary 1. (1625) 110 The inner facing 
of his chimney Casket. 1783 T. Warton Hist. Kiddington 
(ed. 2) 67 If we suppose some assistance from an artificial 
facing, they must have been visible at a vast distance. 1832 
W. SrerHenson Gateshead Local Poems 32 Vil get My 
anvil a new facing. 1856 J. H. Warsu Dow. Econ. (1857) 
285 Exhausted tea leaves made up with. .facing. 1875 Sat. 
Rev, XL. 553/t Green teas with a slight facing of colour. 
1882 Wore. E-xhib. Catal. iii 52 Nickel, brass, and steel 
facing for printing from. 

b. esp. The external layer of stone or other 
material which forms the face of a wall, bank, etc. 
Also the corners, door-jambs, etc. of stone em- 
ployed to set off a brick building. 

1823 P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 585 Facings, in joinery, 
those fixed parts of wood-work which cover the rough work 
of the interior sides of walls &c. 1841 W. Spratpinc /¢aly 
§ It. Ist. 1. 303 Rubble work .. the facing of which with 
stone has chiefly disappeared. 1866 Rocrrs Agric. § Prices 
I. xx. 485 The older portions of.. Merton College, many of 
which have perhaps been disfigured by modern facings. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Facing (Hydraulic Engineering). 
a. Protection for the exposed faces of sea-walls and embank- 
ments..b. A layer of soil over the puddle, upon the sloping 
sides of a canal. 1876 Gwitr Archit. 562 Walls are most 
commonly built with an ashlar facing. 1884 J.T. Benr in 
Macm. Mag. Oct. 432/1 The facings and window cases of all 
the houses are of marble, 
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ce. An external cover or protection. 

1849 Grote Greece 1. lxix. (1862) VI. 220 The horses also 
were defended by facings both over the breast and head. 
1856 Kane Arct. Exp, II. xviii. 185 A small pane of glass, 
formerly the facing of a daguerreotype. 

d. Founding. (See quot.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Facing (Founding), powder 
applied to the face of a mold which receives the metal. The 
object is to give a fine smooth surface to the casting. 1883 
T, D. West Amer. Foundry Practice 364 Sea-coal or bitu- 
minous facing is mixed in with sands for heavy casting... 
There is a limit to the percentage of facings to be mixed with 
the sand, which, if exceeded on the heavy castings, causes 
the iron to eat into the facing sand. 

7. Mining. =Cuxwat sd. 5. 

1851 GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms Northumb. & Durh., 
Facing, a cleat. 1883 in Grestey Coal-mining Gloss. 

8. Brick-making. (See quot.) 

1884 C.T. Davis Bricks, Tiles, etc. (1889) 137 The opening 
through which the bricks are wheeled into the kiln, and 
hauled out after burning. .is a ‘facing’.. or ‘abutment’. 

+9. The action of defacing or disfiguring ; also 
the result of this ; defacement, disfigurement. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 9215 Refresshing his face for facyng of 
teres, 

10. attrib. and Comb., as facing-block, -brick, 
-implement, -machine, -tool; facing-loam, -sand 
(see quot.). 

1876 Gwitt Archit. 555 An exterior *facing block of a 
better manufactured brick. 1850 Dosson Bricks § Tiles 1. 
ii. 83 For *facing-bricks additional processes are employed. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Facing-brick (Building), front or 
pressed brick. 1876 VoyLte Mzl. Dict. (ed. 3), *Pacing 
Iniplements, used for facing or renewing the vent and 
breech pieces of an Armstrong gun. 1881 Wy Lie /rox 
Founding 13 Fine or *facing loam, used to form the face of 
the mould. 1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. IV. 324 “Facing 
Machine..a machine for dressing the faces. .of mill-stones. 
1881 Wy.ik /ron Founding 73 This coal-dust sand is termed 
**facing sand’ as it..forms the face of the mould. 1884 
F, J. Brirren Watch § Clockm. 204 *Facing tool. 

Facing (féi'sin), Af7. a. That faces. 

+1. Bold, audacious. Ods. 

1566 T. Srarteton Ret. Untr. Fewel i. 33 So outragious 
Untruthes, so facing falshoods. 1592 Basincton Cowzfort. 
Notes Genesis iii. § 2 Thirdly, by a bold lye of a facing 
Diuell shee is pulled on toher destruction. 1624 Br. Moun- 
tacu Gage Pref. 9 Who opineth..that hee may .. build his 
salvation upon the facing impudency of every light-skirt 
mountebanck, 

2. Thatis opposite to. Facing points (Railway): 
a pair of points which open towards the approach- 
ing train. Also aétrzb. (see quot. 1889). 

1849 Builder 3 Feb. 56/3 For the protection of the boxes 
for facing points from dust, rain, snow, &c. 1886 Eucycl. 
Brit. (ed. 9) XX. 238 Many accidents have been caused to 
trains by facing-points..turning the train unexpectedly into 
asiding. 1889 G. Finptay Eng. Railway 75 The ‘ Facing- 
Point-Lock’, which is a bar of iron working in connexion 
with facing points, 

+ Facino'rious, z. Ods. Also 7 facinerious. 
[f. L. factnor-, also faciner- (see next) + -(1)oUS.] 

160r Suaxs, Adll’s Well 11. iii. 35 He’s of a most facinerious 
spirit. 1636 Heywoop Challenge Prol., Dukes and Kings 
Presented for some hie facinorious things. 

Facinorous (fasi‘noras), @ Obs. exc. arch. 
Forms: 6 facynerous, 6-7 fascinorous, 7 faci- 
ner(i)ous, 6- facinorous. [ad. L. factvoros-us, 
f. facinor-, also faciner-, factnus a deed, esp. a bad 
deed, f. facéve todo; see -ous. Cf. OF. facinereux, 
facinoreux.| Extremely wicked, grossly criminal, 
atrocious, infamous, vile. Said both of persons 
and their actions. Very common in 17th c. 

1548 Hart Chron. (1809) 381 The people havyng in their 
freshe memorie the facinorous acte of there kynge. 1592 
in Strype Anz. Ref IV. App. lxii. 95 Others they have cast 
into .. Newgate .. among the most facinorous and vile 
persons. 1627-77 Fectuam Resolves u. Ixxvi. 323 The 
world .. is not so .. facinorous, as it was in times of Pagan- 
ism. 1656 Artif, Handsom. 131 Things highly charged with 
sin..to a more facinorous and notorious degree. 1679 Bep- 
Lore Popish Plot Ep. Ab, Notwithstanding all their facino- 
rous Performances. 1721 Cipper Perolla Wks. 1727 IV. 
314 The horrid Scroll Of Deeds facinorous. 1871 R. Extis 
Catullus \xiii. 24 "Tis said, that father..with act impure 
stain’d the facinorous house. 

Hence + Faci‘norously adv., Faci‘norousness. 

1692 tr. SadZust 154 Thus, by how much every one acted 
most facinorously, so much the more secure he thought 
himself. 1727-36 Baitey, Macinorousness, Villainy, Wicked- 
ness. 1822 Mrs. E. Narnan Langreath Il. 267 The faci- 
norousness of your lover, 1841 Borrow Zincadi (1846) I. x. 
103 Constantine the Great .. condemned to death those who 
should practise such facinorousness. 

Facioun, -um, -un, obs. ff. FASHION. 

Fack, var. of Faxnr 56.1 

F'acon, obs. f. of Fancon. 

Faconde, -ound, var. of Facunp. 

+Facrere. Ods. [?F. fatre crotre to make 
believe.] The art of ‘ make-believe’, deception. 

1393 Gower Conf, I. 230 First ben enformed for to lere A 
craft, which cleped is facrere. For if facrere come about, 
Than afterward hem stant no doubt. 

Facsimile (feksi:milz), 5d. Pl. facsimiles. 
(Orig. two words, and before this cent. usually 
written as such, L. fac, imper. of faccre to make + 
simile, neut. of stmz-ts like. 

The form factum simile, occurring in quot. 1782, is often 
stated to be the original ; but of this we find no evidence.] 











FACT, 


+1. The making a copy of anything, esf. writing ; 
imitation. Ods. 

a1661 Futter Worthies (1662) IIl. 206 He, though a 
quick Scribe, is but a dull one, who is good only at fac szwiile, 
to transcribe out of an original. 

2. An exact copy or likeness ; an exact counter- 
part or representation. Also in phr. 77 facs¢mile. 

1691 T. H[ALe] Acc. New Invent. p. \xxxvi, A fac simile 
might easily be taken. a@1734 Nortu Lives (1742) 59 He.. 
made what they call a fac simile of the Marks and Distances 
of those small Specks. [1782 Pownaty Axtig., Let. to Astle 
178 Drawings copied Jer factwm simile.) 1795 SEWARD 
Anecd. (1796) II. 10 ‘The annexed Engraving, a complete 
fac-simile, 1824 J. Jounson 7yfogr. II. xii. 434 One of the 
most .. ancient of those manuscripts has been printed in 
fac-simile. 185 D. Witson Preh. Anz. (1863) II. 1. iv. 281 
The inscription is produced in facsimile. 1868 G. STEPHENS 
Runic Mon, \. p. vi, Masterly facsimiles. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1801 Med. F¥rnl. V.191 This is a fac simile to his declar- 
ing..that leave was given. 1817 Cotrripce Biog. Lit. II. 
xvi. 42 Representing before them fac-similies [szc] of their 
own mean selves. 1864 CartyLe Predk. Gt. IV. viii. 371 
Mirabeau’s Gospel of Free-Trade..some seventy or eighty 
years the senior of an English (unconscious) Facsimile. 

3. attrib. 

1767 S. Paterson Another Traveller! \. 415 The first 
fac simile manin Europe. 1791 Gentd. Mag. 27/2 A facsimile 
copy of the curious little miscellany, 1823 J. Bapcock Dont. 
Aniusent, 142 Much better adapted. . for fac simile writings. 
1861 Beresr. Hore Lng. Cathedr. 19th C, 227 Wyatt sub- 
stituted facsimile plaster for stone groining in Lichfield nave. 
1875 ScriveNER Lect. Greek Test. 13 Those elaborate fac- 
simile editions of the chief codices. 

Hence Facsi‘milist, one who makes facsimiles. 
Facsi*milize, -ise v. ‘rans., to make a facsimile 
of, reproduce exactly. 

1862 Sat. Rev. XIV. 453/2 Netherclift..is well known as 
a facsimilist. 1885 Law Times 2 May 11/2 Inglis, an 
expert in handwriting and facsimilist. .said [etc. ]. 

Facsimile (feksi-milz), v. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vavs. 
a. To serve as a facsimile of; to resemble exactly. 


rare. . To make a facsimile of; to reproduce. 

1839 Lapy Lyrron Cheveley (ed. 2) II. v. 163 Two .. sofas 
facsimiled each other at either end of the fireplace. 1862 Sat. 
Rev, XIV. 454/1 The signature .. of Louis XIV of France, 
as here facsimiled. 1877 A. B. Epwarps Up Wile Pref. 14 
Even romances and tales are.. photographed, facsimiled in 
chromo-lithography. 

absol. 1882 Pall Mail G. 15 June 5/: They are the work 
of the artist who adaptsyand not: pf the photographer who 
facsimiles. 

Hence Facsi‘miled Z/. a. 

1887 Athenxume 3 Sept. 313/2 With facsimiled, but un- 
coloured illustrations. 

Fact (fekt). Also 6 fackte, factt, 6-7 facte, 
7 fack. [ad. L. fact-um thing done, neut. pa. 
pple. of facére to do. First in 16th c. ; the earlier 
adoption of the OF. form survives with narrowed 
sense as FEAT] 

1. A thing done or performed. ‘a. in neutral 
sense: An action, deed, course ofconduct. Occas. 
=effect. Also, action in general ; deeds, as op- 
posed to words. Ods. 

1545 Jove Exp. Dan. xi. Z vij b, Let emprours and kinges 
folow this godly kynges fact. 1592 West 1s¢ Pt. Symbol. 
§ 2E, Right..is the chiefest cause of obligations, the fact 
of man the remote cause. 1605 P. Woopuouse //ea (1877) 
13 The minde doth make the fact, or good or ill, a@1626 
Bacon Sylva x. 243 As they are not to mistake the Causes 
of these Operations ; So much lesse are they to mistake 
the Fact, or effect. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. App. 
193 The fact of him who acts the Gardian, is imputed to 
the Co-gardians. 1708 Swirr Sent. Ch, Eng. Man, A 
history of facts done a thousand years ago, 1745 P. THomAs 
Jrni. Voy. 206 At length he committed a Fact that com- 
pleted the Destruction of himself and all his Family. 1815 
Jane Austen Lynas. xii, Gracious in fact if not in word. 

+b. A noble or brave deed, an exploit ; a feat 


(of valour or skill). Ods. 

1543 Grarron Conin. Harding 603 For the whiche noble 
facte, the kynge created hym afterwarde duke of Norfolke. 
1586 MartoweE 1st Pt. Tamburl. ut. ii, His facts of war 
and blood. 1605 Stow Av. 481 Henry Hotespurre. .taketh 
prayes, exercising laudable factes. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 
124 He who most excels in fact of Arms. 1730 A. Gorpow 
Maffei’s Amphith. 321 Whether this wonderful Fact was 
performed in the Theatre or Amphitheatre, Xiphiline.. 
leaves us in doubt, 

e. An evil deed, a crime. In the 16th and 17th 
c. the commonest sense ; now Odés. exc. in /o coj- 
fess the fact and after, before the fact, in which the 
sense approaches that of 2. 

1539 Act 31 Hen. VII, c. 8 Euery such .. person .. shall 
be adiudged a traytour, and his facte high treason. 1551 
T. Witson Logike (1580) 47 To marke thynges that goe 
before the facte, as whether he hated the man or no. 1577 
Harrison England 1. xi. (1877) 1. 223 He is. .hanged.. 
neere the place where the fact was committed, 1603 P/z- 
lotus \xxxiii, For to commit sa, foull ane fack. a 1626 
Bacon Max. § Uses Com. Law viii. (1635) 34 Any accessary 
before the fact is subject to all the contingencies pregnant 
of thefact. 1689 Co/. Rec. Pennsylv. 1. 252 Ina Provinciall 
Court held in y? County of Kent, where y® flact was Com- 
mitted. 21715 Burnet Own Time (1766) I, 21 All who were 
concerned in that vile fact were pardoned. 1769 BLacksToNE 
Comme. w. 39 Accessories after the fact being still allowed 
the benefit of clergy in all cases, 1772 Anum, Reg. 95 He 
was carried before Justice Russell, where he confessed the 
fact. 1869 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) II. xii. 92 An 
absolution after the fact might be one. 


+d. Actual guilt (as opposed to suspicion). Ods. 
2-2 


FACT. 


1632 Massincer Emperor of East v. ii, Great Julius 
would not Rest satisfied that his wife was free from fact, 
But, only for suspicion of a crime, Sued a divorce. 

+e. An action cognizable, or having an effect 
in law. Ods. 

a1626 Bacon Max. §& Uses Com. Law xxi. (1635) 89 If 
tenant intaile discontinue, or suffer a descent, or doe any 
other fact whatsoever. 

+ 2. The making, doing, or performing. 7 the 
(very) fact =in the (very) act. Obs. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 157 b, These three articles he denied 
either for fact or thought. 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, u. i. 173 
Naughtie persons..Dealing with Witches and with Con- 
iurers, Whom we haue apprehended in the Fact. 1616 B. 
Jonson Devil an Ass m. i. Wks. (Rtldg.) 360/1 A project, 
for the fact, and venting Of a new kind of fucus. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 795 Those effects which are wrought .. by 
things in fact, are produced likewise in some degree by the 
imagination. 1650-3 Dissert. de Pace in Phenix (1708) 1. 
382 Causes. .not of our fact and our avoiding. 1712 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 311 PB 1, I have myself caught a young Jack- 
anapes..in the very Fact. 1768 Gotpsm. Good-n. Man 1. 
i, I caught him in the fact. 1807-8 W. Irvine Salmag. 
(1824) 20 She was detected..in the very fact of laughing.. 
at the description. 

+3. Math. =F actum 3. Ods. 

1673 Kersey Algebra 1. iv. (1725) 15 A third Quantity 
which is called the Product, the Fact, or the Rectangle. 
1721-1800 in BatLry. 

4. Something that has really occurred or is ac- 
tually the case; something certainly known to be 
of this character ; hence, a particular truth known 
by actual observation or authentic testimony, as 
opposed to what is merely inferred, or to a con- 
jecture or fiction; a datum of experience, as dis- 
tinguished from the conclusions that may be based 
upon it. 

[In class. Lat. factz had occasionally the extended sense 
of ‘event, occurrence’; hence in scholastic Lat. was de- 
veloped the sense above explained, which belongs to all the 
Romanic equivalents: Fr. fadt, It. fatto, Sp. hecho.] 

1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 21 They resolved 
that the Admirall should goe disguised .. to assure him- 
selfe of the fact. 1691 I. H[aLe] Acc. New Jnvent. 52 The 
said Commissioners are to report to this Board the Truth 
of the Fact. 1745 in Col. Rec. Pennsylv, V. 13 These Facts 
plainly shew that the French [etc.]. 1749 SMoLLettT Gzd BZ. 
x. i, Facts are stubborn things. 1774 Go_psm. Nat. Hist. 
(1776) VI. 154 The readér, instead of observations or facts, 
is presented with a long list of names. 1782 Paine Le?, 
Abbé Raynal (1791) 26 Facts arg more powerful than argu- 
ments, 1809-10 CoLeripGe /’riend (1865) 62 It is an un- 
doubted fact of human nature, that the sense of impossi- 
bility quenches all will. 1836 TuirtwaLL Greece II. xv. 
283 One fact destroys this fiction. 1875 Jowetr Plato 
(ed. 2) III. 611 The very great advantage of being a fact and 
not a fiction. 

b. in apposition with a following clause, or 
with const. of. Now often used where the earlier 
lang. would have employed a clause or gerundial 
phrase as subject or as the regimen of a preposi- 
tion ; cf. mod. use of ‘ the czvcumstance that’. 

1722 De For Plague (1756) 72 Persons alive..who can 
justify the fact of this. 1846 Mitt Zogic 1. iii. § 11 The 
fact of resemblance between relations is sometimes called 
analogy. 185r CARPENTER JZan. Phys. (ed. 2) 244 The 
physiological fact of the peculiar connection between the 
mind and the brain. 

“|e. Occas. applied concr. to a person, an insti- 
tution, etc. (A strained use.) 

1858 Hawrtuorne Fr. & [t. Fruls. (1872) 1. 14 The first 
Napoleon. .one of the eternal facts of the past. 1877 OWEN 
in Wellesley's Desf. p. xxi, The British Empire in India 
was already a great fact. 

5. Often loosely used for: Something that is 
alleged to be, or conceivably might be, a ‘ fact’. 

a1729 S. Crarke Sev. Ixix. Wks. 1738 I. 428 It would 
have been absurd to alleage in preaching to vnbelievers, a 
Fact which itself presupposed the Truth of Christ’s mission. 
1793-7 Spirit Pub. Fruls. (1797) J. 356 If another soldier 
should call you a jail-bird, and the truth of the fact be noto- 
rious. 1824 Westminster Rev. 11, 209 This is, as usual, a 
false fact, supported by a supposed motive. 1831 Blackw. 
Mag. June goo/r ‘The poison of false notions, and, if we may 
use an expression which, we believe, isin Junius, false facts. 
1832 Bre. THirtwatt Remains (1878) III. 185 But I do not 
mean to deny the fact. 187- //d. 489, 1 am not concerned 
to deny the fact. Zod. The writer's facts are far from 
trustworthy, 

6. (Without @ and Z/.) That which is of the 
nature of a fact; what has actually happened or 
is the case; truth attested by direct observation 
or authentic testimony ; reality. Matter of fact : 
a subject of discussion belonging to the domain 
of fact, as distinguished from matter of inference, 
of opinion, of law, etc. (See also MATTER.) 

1581 E. Campton in Confer. u. (1584) M b, He speaketh of 
a matter of fact. 1641 Everyn Mewz. (1857) I. 31 A... de- 
scription of the matter-of-fact. 1736 BuTLer A na. 1. iii. Wks. 
1874 I. 50 An instance. irollectod. rom experience and present 
matter of fact. 1745-9 Rep. Cond. Sir ¥. Cope 115 ‘It is 
Fact’ that something uncommon was expected. 1794 PaLry 
Evid, (1825) 1. 271 The evangelists wrote from fact, not 
from imagination, 1832 Lewis Use § Ab. Pol. Terms iii. 35 
Todenythe power of the legislature to dispose of it [property] 
at pleasure, is to confound expediency and justice with 
fact. 1836 J. Gitsert Chr. Atonem. iv. (1852) 120 This 
case of deliverance. .from the pangs of guilt..is fact. 1875 
Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) I, 241 Imagination is often at war 
with reason and fact. 1878 Huxiey Physiogr. 68 As a 
matter of fact we rarely, if ever, experience either. 


b. J fact: in reality (cf. sense 1 and indeed). 
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Now often used parenthetically in an epexegetical 
statement, or when a more comprehensive asser- 
tion is substituted for that which has just been 
made. Jn point of fact: with regard to matters 


of fact; also (and now usually) =in fact. 

1707 Appison Pres. State War 36 If this were true in 
Fact, I don’t see any tolerable colour for such a conclusion. 
171x Swirt Fraud. to Stella 1o Nov., Three or four great 
people are to see there are no mistakes in point of fact. 
1732 BerKeLey Adcipfhr. uu. § 24 In whatever light you 
may consider it, this is in fact asolid benefit. 1774 GoLpsM. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) 1. 38 In fact, a thousand questions might 
be asked.. which he would not find it easy to answer. 1818 
Jas. Mitt Brit. India V1. v. ix. 712 In point of fact, the in- 
fluence exerted. .has never been great. 1871 SmiLes Charac. 
ii. (1876) 49 Gray was, in fact, a feminine man, 1888 A, W. 
StrEANE Yeremiah 102 In point of fact Jeremiah was 
absent from Jerusalem. JAZod. He is very independent— 
extravagantly so, in fact. ; 

e. The fact (of the matter): the truth with re- 
gard to the subject under discussion. 

1875 Jowretr Plato (ed. 2) I. 23 Whereas the fact is 
that I enquire with you into the truth. 

7. Law. In sivg. and £/. The circumstances and 
incidents of a case, looked at apart from their 
legal bearing. <Ad¢torney in fact: see ATTORNEY. 

a1718 Penn Tracts Wks. 1726 I. 501 The Jury is judge 
of Law and Fact. 1892 J. M. Lety Wharton's Law Lex. 
616/t When a jury is sworn it decides all the issues of fact. 


+ Fact, fa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. fact-us: see 
Fact sé.] Made. 

1600 Tourneur Tvansf. Metamorph. xxvi, The flesh. . of 
excrementale earth is wholly fact. 

Factful (fektful), a. [f. Facr sd. + -ru.] 
a. Of a person: Well acquainted with facts. b. 
Of a literary work: Full or consisting of facts. 

1875 Hevrs Anim. § Mast. i. 19 Our fact-full friend whips 
out some unpleasant fact. 1887 Sat. Nev. 3 Sept. 337 The 
cheap little collection .. seldom admits numbers which are 
not ‘matterful and factful’, as some singular people say. 


+Fac'tible a. 
¢ 1630 W. OucutTreD in Vernon Life Heylin (1682) 46 The 
difficulty of the place of [the moon’s node] I saw factible at 


ea. 

Faction (fekfan),sd. Also 6 faccion, fac(c)- 
yon, 8 factione. [a.F. faction, ad. L. faction-em, 
n. of action f. facére to do, make. 

The L, senses are: 1. action or manner of making or 
doing; 2. aclass (of persons) either professional or social ; 
3. a political party, chiefly in bad sense, an oligarchical 
clique. The popular F. representative of the word, which 
had only the first sense, appears in Eng. as Fasuion. ] 

+1. A doing or making: cf. Fasnion. a. Man- 
ner of acting or behaving; an action, proceeding, 
course of conduct. b. The action of doing or 
making something; an instance of this. Ods. 

a. 1559 in Strype Aun, Ref. I. App. vill. 22 The Pope’s 
Factions in refusinge to..confirme those which were duely 
electyd to Ecclesiasticall Dignities. 1607 TorsELt Four-f. 
Beasts (1673) 110 The factions of dogs for their own ease :— 
When they lie down, they turn round in a circle two or 
three times together. a1625 Boys Wks. (1629) 628 ‘The 
prisoner of Jesus Christ, in bonds not for any faction of 
yours or fault of his owne. 

b. 1612 R.Suetpon Serm. St. Martin's 34 Their daily new 
makings, productions, factions, creations..of Christ. 1676 
R. Dixon Two Test. 29 Faction, when a Testator declares 
this to be his last Will and Testament. 1689 Fores § 
Virebrands 1. 216 Either by Creation or Faction from some 
pre-existing matter. 

2. A class, sort, or set of persons. +a. ger. 

1530 Proper Dyaloge (1863) 13 Dyuers facciones Of col- 
legianes monkes and chanones Haue spred this region 
ouer all. 1591 SHaxs. Two Gent. 1v. i. 37 This fellow were 
a King, for oure wilde faction. 1606 — 7%. § Cv”. 1. i. 130, 
I will. .leaue the faction of fooles. 1606 HoLtanp Sxeton. 
187 He chose..5000.. young men out of the commons, who 
beeing sorted into factions should learne certaine kinde of 
shouts and applauses. 

b. spec. in Rom. Antig. One of the companies 
or organizations of contractors for the chariot races 
in the circus. 

1606 Hotianp Szeto. 188 A chariot driver one of the 
greene-coate faction. 1788 Gispon Decd. & F. xl. 1V. 69 
The blue and green factions continued to afflict the reign of 
Justinian, 1869 Lecxy Europ. Mor. 1. iii. 231 An en- 
thusiastic partisan of one of the factions in the chariot 
races. 1882 C. Eton Orig. Eng. Hist, xi. 308 The factions 
of the Blues and Greens were promised as many chariot- 
races as could be run between morning and night. 

e. Sc. A division of a class in school ; a section. 

1700 Extracts fr. Aberdeen Reg. 23 Oct. (Burgh Record 
Soc. 1872) 331 Item, in tyme of prayer that each decurio 
goe to the factione under his inspectione. 1870 J. Burns 
Mem.W.C. Burnsi.20 He fought his way steadily..through 
the class till he reached..the highest ‘faction’. 1872 D. 
Brown Life ¥. Duncan ii. 14 Maintaining his position in 
the first faction or bench,—each faction containing only 
four boys. ; 

3. A party in the state or in any community or 
association. Always with opprobrious sense, con- 
veying the imputation of selfish or mischievous ends 
or turbulent or unscrupulous methods. 

1509 Fisuer um, Sern. C’less. Richmond Wks. (1876) 
296 If any faccyons or bendes were made. .she..dyde boulte 
it oute, 1535 Jove Afol. Tindale 33 Vindals faccion and 
his disciples .. beleue lyke their master. 156x T. Norron 
Calvin's Inst. 1. viii. (1634) 25 Core, Dathan, and Abiram, 
and all that wicked faction. 1581 W. Starrorp E-xvami. 
Compl. iii. (1876) 97 What continuall warres hath the 
Faction of the Arrians bene the occasion of? 1640 Yorke 





FACTIONARY. 


Union Hon. 331 Hee..was Chiefe of the faction of the 
white Rose. 1667 Pepys Diary (1877) V. 4 He hath joined 
himself with my Lady Castlemaine’s faction. 1776 Gipson 
Decl. & F.1. xviii. 493 The public tranquillity was disturbed 
by a discontented faction. 1828 D’Isrartt Chas. /, 1. vi. 
157 Religion was running into factions. 1849 Lewis 7/7. 
Axthor. x. note 385, When a party abandons public and 
general ends, and devotes itself only to the personal inter- 
ests of its members and leaders, it is called a faction, and its 
policy is said to be factious. 1868 E. Epwarps Xadleigh 
I. vii. 108 The Marian faction and the Spanish faction had 
played into each other’s hands. 
b. ¢ransf. and fig. 

1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat, 1063 The faction of evill is 
so much stronger in our nature, then that of Good. 1627 
P. FLetcuer Locusts u. ii, The spirit and flesh man in two 
factions rend. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 94 If intestine 
Broils allarm the Hive. . The Vulgar in divided Factions jar. 

ce. In Ireland applied to certain mutually hostile 
associations among the peasantry, consisting usually 
of the members of one particular family (which gives 
its name to the faction) and of their relatives and 


friends, 

1830 W. Carteton Jrish Peasantry 11. 29 His family was 
not attached to any faction—and when I use the word 
faction, it is in contradistinction to the word party—for 
faction, you know, is applied to a feud or grudge between 
Roman Catholics exclusively. 1838 S.C. Hatt Lights § 
Shad. Trish Life \, 287 'There’s as many as twenty of my 
faction at the Greybeard’s stone. 

4. ‘Party’ in the abstract; self-interested or 
turbulent party strife or intrigue; factious spirit 
or action; dissension. ‘+ Zo be tx faction with: 
to be in league with. 

1538 Starkey England 1. iv. 1066 Ther should be facyon 
and partys, wyth grete ambycyon and enuy. a@ 1652 
Brome Mad Couple u. Wks. 1873 I. 33 The Rogue’s in 
faction with ‘em. 1682 Burner Rights Princes | Pref. 
13 An Equality among Pastors, cannot hold long without 
Faction. 1735-8 Botincproke Ox Parties Ded. 16 But 
Faction hath no Regard to national Interests. 1795 BuRKE 
Th. Scarcity Wks. 1842 11. 247 Idle tales, spread about by 
the industry of faction. 1841 Emerson Lec?., Conservative 
Wks. (Bohn) II, 276 The man of principle. .even in the fury 
of faction is respected. 1 Hook Lives Abps. I. vi. 348 
The popularity, which faction was obliged. .to concede. 

+b. A factious quarrel or intrigue. Ods. 

1593 R. Harvey PAzlad. 18 Hurdibras allayed the fac- 
tions and quarrels that he found among his people. 1623 
Laup in Ellis Orig. Let¢. u. 263 III. 241 A faction about 
the choice of a newe Governour. 1661-2 Prerys Diary 22 
June, There are factions (private ones at Court) about 
Madam Palmer. 

5. attrib, and Comd., as faction-fight, + governor ; 
Saction-mad, -ridden, adjs. 

1841 in S. C. Haut /veland I. 427 ‘The *faction-fights’.. 
said an intelligent countryman..‘are a’most..gone off the 
face of the country’. 1890 W. Smith's Dict. Gr. §& Rove. 
Axtig. (ed. 3) I. 438 Even in Rome faction fights frequently 
took place towards the declining period of the empire. 
1639 Drumm. or Hawtn. Vind. Hamiltons Wks. (1711) 238 
Hamilton was not named by a private *faction-governour. 
1784 Cowrer Task 1. 673 An overbearing race That, like 
the multitude made *faction-mad, Disturb good order. 1888 
Pall Mall G. 6 Oct. 1/2 The distracted and “faction ridden 
Republic of France. 

+ Faction, v. Ods. [f. prec. sb.] ; 

1. zztr. To act in a factious or rebellious spirit ; 
to intrigue; to mutiny. Also Zo faction it. 

1609 Br. W. Bartow Answ. Nameless Catho4s Preaching 
to them, not factioning against them, 1656 S. H. Got. 
Law 81 They need not faction it for their places, being al- 
ready plac’t. 1682 SournrrNne Loyal Brother m1, This 
rebel nature factions in my breast. 

2. ¢rans. To form into factions. 

1656 S. H. Gold. Luw 35 They .. divided and factioned 
the people to the Hazard and Ruine of al. 

Hence + Fa‘ctioned ///. a., + Fa‘ctioning 
vb. sb. 

1653 Hotcrort Procopius Pref., How are they commonly 
so faction’d and sided, that their Relations are but their 
Interests. 1656 S. H. Gold. Law 61 Which else by such 
factionings and rebellions might have been endangered. 

-faction, repr. L. -factéoném, forming nouns of 
action related to vbs. in -Fy ; properly used only 
where -/y represents L. -factre, Fr. faire, as in 
satisfaction ; but through confusion occasionally 
used (instead of -FIcATION) where -/y represents L. 
-fictre, Fr. -fier, as in petrifaction. 

Factional (fe'kfonal), a. [f. Facrion 5d. + 
-AL.] Of or belonging to a faction or factions ; 
characterized by faction. 

1650 B. Discolliminium 16 It must be a National Neces- 
sity, and not a Partiall or Factionall. 1832 Fraser's Mag. 
IV. 647 Aiding.. the independent part of society .. and 
balancing the interested and factional parts, 1876 Contemp. 
Rev. XXVII. 973 Jews factional, fanatical, full of hopes. 
1881 /ifeshire Frni. 24 Mar. 4/3 There have been two 
factional victories in Scotland within a brief period. 

Factionary (fe'kfonari), a. and sd. [f. as 
prec. + -ARY.] A. adj. 

+ 1. Taking part in a quarrel or dissension ; active 
as a partisan. 

1607 SHAKs, Cov, v. ii, 30 Remember my name is Mene- 
nius ; alwayes factionary on the party of your Generale. 

Of or pertaining to a faction. 

1877 Mrs. Ouirnant Makers Flor. iv. 94 Whenever he 
{the monk] ascended to the higher eminences of the Church, 
he too became..a factionary and political leader. 

B. sb. A member of a faction ; a partisan. 
1555 Even Decades 62 Many occasions were sought 


. 


FACTIONATE. 


agenst Ancisus by Vascus and his factionaries. a 1834 
CoteriDGE Notes on Waterland in Lit. Remains VV. 245 
The unmistakable passions ofa factionary and a schismatic. 
1854 tr. Lamartine’s Celebr. Char., Cromwell I. 201 This 
religious enthusiasm. .transformed a body of factionaries 
into an army of saints. 


+ Fa‘ctionate, v. Ods. [f. as prec. +-ATE3.] 

1. trans. To join together in a faction, band to- 
gether. 

1611 Sreep fist. Gt. Brit. 1x. xvi. § 68 Whose bodies 
though thus diuided, their mindes continued most firmely 
factionated. 

2. intr. To form factions. 


1642 Hates Tract conc, Schisme 11 Factionating and 
tumultuating of great and potent Bishops. 

Fa:ctionee'r, sd. [f. as prec. +-EER.] A 
member of a faction, a party-man. 

e1710 Light to Blind fo. 626 in 10th Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comm App. v. 142 The factioneers must have their will. 
1732 Sir C. Wocan Let. to Swift 27 Feb., He [Charles I1] 
found himself obliged to.. turn cabalist and factioneer. 
1806 W. Taytor in Robberds AZem. II. 139 Appoint a fac- 
tioneer by any other voice than the people’s, and he is 
ruined, — ; 

Factioneer (fe:kfonie-1), v. rare. [f. prec. 5b.] 
intr. To busy oneself in factions. Hence Fac- 
tionee'ring ///. a. 

1881 Glasgow News 22 Mar., The dupe of factioneering 
dogmatism. | 

+ Fa‘ctioner. Ods. [f. Faction v. + -rr1.] 
One who makes or joins a faction ; a partisan. 

31587 HottnsuHep Scot. Chron. 11. 440/1 The assemblie. . 
did. .appoint, generall fastings. .especiallie, when some fac- 
tioner in the countrie was to moue anie great enterprise. 
¢€16r0 Sir J. Metvit Ae. (1735) 311 He was advertised 
by some Factioners that the Earls of Angus, Mar, etc... 
had an Enterprise in Hand... 1644 in Carte Ormonde III. 
360 Ormonde’s factioners meet every night. 

Factionist (fekfonist). [f. as prec. + -187.] 
a. One who promotes or leads a faction. b. A 
member of a faction, partisan. Also attrzd. 

1609 Br. W. Bartow Axsw. Nameless Cath. 67 A 
Libeller by custom, a Factionist in Societie. 1625 Br. 
Mountacu Af. Cesar u. xxiv. 271 Wee live with Puritans 
and opposite factionists. 1718 Stryre Life Whitgift 1. xiii. 
76 He[Dr. Still] .. kept a strict Hand over the growing 
Factionists. 1830 D’Isrartt Chas. /, ILI. i. 5 Leaders.. 
may degenerate into factionists. 1891 Dazly News 31 Oct. 
6/5 The Parnellites were simultaneously holding a meeting, 
which was addressed by the factionist leaders, . 

+ Factio'se, a. Ods.vare—°. [ad. L. factios- 
us: see next.] ‘Given or inclinable to faction, 
seditious’ (1727 Bailey, vol. II.). 

Factious (fe'kfas), a. Also 6 faccious, fac- 
tiouse. [ad. F. factiewx or L. factios-us, f. fac- 
zion-em: see FACTION and -ous.] 

1. Of persons and their dispositions: Given to 
faction; inclined to form parties, or to act for 
party purposes; seditious. 

1535 Jove Aol. Tindale 44 Calling me vayngloriouse.. 
sedyciouse, factiouse, a sower of heresyes. a 1568 AscHAM 
Scholem. 1.(Arb.) 76 A discoursing tong, and a factious 
harte. 1593 Suaxs. 2 He, V/, v. i. 135 Chop away that 
factious pate of his. 1624 Carr. Smiru Virginia ui. iii. 52 
We should incurre the censure of factious and seditious 
persons. 1750 BrerRKELEY Patriotism § 42 Wks. 1871 III. 
457 Vhe factious man is apt to mistake himself for a 
patriot. @ 1850 CaLtHoun Ws, (1874) II. 62 A factious 
opposition sickens at the sight of prosperity. 1874 GREEN 
Short Hist. x. (1876) 742 The factious spirit, which springs 
from a long hold of power. nat 

2. Of actions, utterances, etc.: Pertaining to or 
proceeding from faction; characterized by party 
spirit. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 666/1 For the settyng 
foorth and auauncing of hys [Tindal’s] false faccious here- 
sies. 1606 Saks. 7”. & Cv. 1. ili. 1gt Ajax .. makes fac- 
tious Feasts. 1665 Boyty Occas. Refl. ww. xi. (1675) 239 
His Factious indignation at the Princes faults. 1782 
Priestiey Corrupt, Chr. 1.1. 109 In this factious manner 
was the great doctrine .. established. 1803 Syp. SmirH 
Wks. (1867) I. 25 Why can factious eloquence produce such 
limited effects in this country? 1862 Lp. Broucuam rit. 
Const, ix. § 2. 120 The party chiefs used the mob more 
effectually for their own factious and selfish purposes. 

Factiously (feekfasli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-Ly ¥.] In a factious manner or spirit; with a 
factious purpose ; in the interest of a faction. 

1591 Percivat, Sf. Dict., Vanderizamente, factiously. 
1637 Gittesrie Eng. Pop. Cerent. it. vill. 123 Why did 
they carry matters so factiously and violently? 1693 Ajo/. 
Clergy Scot. 47 They have stubbornly and factiously Con- 
spired against the Apostolical Hierarchy. 1796 Burke 
Regic. Peace iii, Wks, 1802 IV, 509 The opposition, whether 
patriotically or factiously, contending that [etc.]. 

Factiousness (fe'kfosnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or state of being factious ; a 
disposition to make factions, or act in the interest 
of a faction ; seditiousness. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 16 A gentleman. .friendly, 
without factiousnes. 158x Marpecx 2h. of Notes 67 Some 
. did with their factiousnesse trouble the Church, 1679 Kip 
in G. Hickes Spirit of Popery (1680) 14,1 have been .. 
branded with Factiousness. a 1710 Br. Butt Seri. Priestly 
Office Wks. 1827 1.166 Not to add to our load. . by your way- 
ward factiousness, 1812 G. Cuatmers Dom, Econ. Gt. Brit- 
428 Whatever might be the factiousness, or imbecility of 
statesmen, on either side the Irish Channel. 1884 JZanch. 
Exam. 28 Oct. 5/7 The Opposition at question time dis- 
played more than its usual factiousness, 














13 


+ Farctist. Ods.—° [ad. F. factiste (Cotgr.), in 
OF. Jattiste, f. L. fact- ppl. stem of fucére to make 
+-1st.] ‘A poet or play-maker’ (Coles 1696). 

Whence 1775 in Asu. 

+ Farctitate, v. Obs. rare-'. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. factitare, freq. of faccre to do, make.] zur. 
? To work busily. 

1617 Lane Sgr.'s Tale 116 In her selfe to factitate, and 
proiectes to begett of greatest great. 

Factitious (feektifas), a. [f. facticé-us made 
by art (f. faccve to make) + -ous. | 

+1. Made by or resulting from art ; artificial. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. u.i. 5t It becomes the 
chiefest ground for artificiall and factitious gemmes. 1685 
Boyie Salubr. Air 39 Beer, Ale, or other factitious drinks. 
1769 De Foe’s Tour Gt. Brit. 1.293 Vhe Stones of which 
it [Stone-henge] was composed, are not factitious. 1774 J. 
Bryant AZythol. I. 236 The one was a natural eminence. . 
The other was a factitious mound. 1801 J. Jones tr. 
Lygge’s Trav. Fr. Rep, xv. 382 His factitious black lead 
pencils .. are not prepared from the native ore, but a com- 
position .. of iron and sulphur. 

+2. Of soil, etc.: Produced by special causes, 
not forming part of the original crust of the 
earth. Ods. 

1684 T. Burnet 7%. Earth 1. 137 Those [islands] I call 
factitious, that are not of the same date and antiquity with 
the sea, but have been made..by accidental causes. 1739 
Lasetye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 7 This Bed of 
Sand, Mud and Dirt, is a factitious Bed. 1794 S. Wi1- 
LiAMS Vermont 80 Factitious soil, formed of decayed or 
rotten leaves, 1808 Witrorp Sacr. [sles in Asiat. Res. 
VIII. 298 The factitious soil of the Gangetic provinces. .has 
been brought down by the alluvions of rivers. 

3. Got up, made up for a particular occasion or 
purpose ; arising from custom, habit, or design ; 
not natural or spontaneous}; artificial, conven- 
tional. 

1678 Cupwortu J7te//. Syst. Pref., The Atheists Artificiall 
and Factitious Justice, is Nothing but Will and Words. 
1748 HartLey Odserv. Man 1. iv. 420 The factitious.. 
Nature of these Pleasures. 1776 Gispon Decd. § J’. I. ix. 
174 The use of gold and silver is in a great measure fac- 
titious. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. IL. 51 Factitious wants 
created by luxury. 1810 Benruam Packing (1821) 67 The 
mass of factitious expence and delay .. with which the ap- 
proaches to justice are clogged. 1848 Mitt Pol, Econ. 1. 
x1. § 4 Its acquisition was invested with a factitious value. 
1865 TyLor Early Hist. Man. ii. 23 Factitious grammatical 
signs, 187x Freeman Worm. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 106 
The momentary and factitious joy which had greeted the 
day of William’s crowning died utterly away. | 

Hence Facti'tiously adv., in a factitious man- 
ner. Facti'tiousness, the quality of being fac- 
titious. 

1795 Encycl, Brit. XIV. 478 There is no such Fear, as is 
factitiously pretended, of Popery and arbitrary Power. 
1836-7 Sir W. Hamitton Aetaph. xxxiv. (1859) 11. 279 Our 
factitiously complex..notions, are all merely so many pro- 
ducts of Comparison. 1858 Hawruorne #7. §& Jt. Frnls. 
Il. 59 Festivity, kept alive factitiously. 1668 WiLkins 
Real Char. u. 1. § 3. 28 Factitiousness, artificial, technical, 
made, 1883 T. Harpy in Long. Mag. July 257 As the 
day passes on. .and he is still unhired, there does appear a 
factitiousness in the smile. 

Factitive (ferktitiv), @ Gram. [ad. mod.L. 
factitiv-us, irregularly f. fact- ppl. stem of facére 
to make.] a. Of a verb: Expressing the notion 
of making a thing to be (either objectively or in 
thought or representation) of a certain character 
(@. g. ‘To make a man king’, ‘to call onea fool’, 
‘to paint the door green’) ; taking a complemen- 
tary object; =Factive2. Also in factitive object, 
predicate, or accusative, the complementary accus. 
governed by a factitive verb. b. By some gram- 
marians used for : Causative. 

1846 J. W. Gisss Philol. Stud. (1857) 95 The simple in- 
finitive was also used to»denote the second object after a 
factitive verb. /did. 69 The factitive relation .. a favorite 
technical term of the New or Beckerian Philology. .is [etc.]. 
Lbid. 72 This second object is called the factitive object. 
1871 Public School Lat. Gram. § 110. 251 Verbs called 
Factitive .. because they contain the idea of making by 
deed, thought, or word. 1877 Wuitney Lng. Graz, 166. 

Hence Farctitively adv. 

1877 Wuitney Eng. Gram, 166 Even intransitive verbs 


are thus used factitively. 
Factive (feerktiv), a [f. L. type *factiv-us, f. 


Sacere to make.]} 


+1. Tending or having the power to make ; con- 
cerned with making. Ods. 

1612 R. SHELvpon Serm. St. Martin's 35 What new exis- 
tencies are made of one Christ, by your productiue, creatiue, 
and factiue consecrations. a1625 Boys IV4s. (1629) 206 
The factiue sciences have their excellencies, specially 
painting and nauigation. 1649 Butwer Pathomiyot. 1. iil. 
it Factive motion is..restriction to animall actions per- 
formed by the abilitie of the Muscles. 

2. Gram. (See quot. ; =Facririve.) 

1880 Public School Lat. Primer 134 Factive Verbs are 
such as may be said to make..a thing to be of a certain 
character, by deed, word or thought. . active Construction 
in the Passive becomes Copulative. 

Hence + Facti'vity, capacity, range of activity. 

a 1643 J. SHute Fudgem. § Mercy (1645) 82 He perswades 
himselfe it is in his factivity, because another hath done it. 


Factlessness (fektlésnés). monce-wd.  [f. 
Fact sd, + -LESS + -NESS.] The quality of being 
devoid of or wanting in facts. 





FACTOR. 


1887 Sat. Rev. 19 Nov. 708 An instance of the ‘ factless. 
ness’ of the book. 

Factor (feekto1). Also 6-7 factour. [ad. Fr. 
Jacteur, ad. L. factor, agent-n. f. facére to do, make. 
Some of the obs. senses are immediately from L.] 

I. A doer, agent, 

+1. One who makes or does (anything) ; a doer, 
maker, performer, perpetrator; an author of a 
literary work. Ods. or arch. 

1563 Wirr. Mag., Hastings xxxi, Foes of vertue, factours 
of all evylls. 1598 J. Dickenson Greene in Conc. (1878) 
116 Where vertue hath one affecter, vice hath many factors. 
@ 1635 Corset Poews (1807) 18 Their plays had sundry 
grave wise factors, A perfect diocess of actors. 1647 CLAREN- 
pon fist. Reb. ut. (1702) I. 144 An avow’d Factor and 
Procurer of that odious Judgement. 1863 Mrs. C. CLarKe 
Shaks. Char. xiii. 321 To fasten upon the factor of his 
monster-crime its responsibility. 

+2. A partisan, adherent, approver. Ods. [So 
in med.Lat. ; Du Cange regards it as a corruption 
of the synonymous Fauror ; but cf. L. facere cum 
aliqguo to take a person’s side.] In the latest 
examples with mixture of sense 1 or 3. 

150z ARNOLDE Chron. (1811) 177 Alle the. .whiche done.. 
byleuen in whichcrafteand sorsery..and theirfacturs. 1542-7 
Boorve /xtrod. Knowl. xvi. (1870) 165 Martyn Leuter & 
other of hys factours, in certayne thynges dyd take synis- 
trall opinions. 1642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St. v. 400 Modern 
Factours for the Independent congregations. 1685 Sti- 
LINGFL. Orig. Brit., Two very busie Factours in the Arian 
Cause. 1715 BentLEY Sev. x. 365 What ishe but a vile 
Factor to Libertinism and Sacrilege? 

3. One who acts for another; an agent, deputy, 
or representative. Now vare. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. iii. (1881) 16 The kyng .. sente 
anone Aurelyen his factour. 1551 Epw. VI Ze¢. in Udadl’s 
Royster D. (1847) p. xxx. note, Lycense to.. Nicholas Udall 
and to his factors and assignes to prynt..the worke of Peter 
Marter., 1563-87 Foxe A. § AZ, (1684) III. 643 They.. 
Authorised. .the Vicechancellor, to be the common Factor 
for the University. 1631 GoucEe God’s Arrows 1. xv. 397 
Parker was a kind of factor for English Seminaries and 
Nunnes beyond sea, @1704 T. Brown Sat. Quack Wks. 
1730 I.63 Death’s busy factor, son of desolation. 1776 ADAM 
Smitu W, JX. v. i. (1869) LI. 298 These judges were a sort 
of itinerant factors, sent round the country for the purpose 
of levying certain branches of the king’s revenue. 1862 
Merivate Rom. Lip. (1865) 1V. xxxiii. 104 The jealousy 
of the emperor was peculiarly sensitive in regard to every 
act and word of his factor at Alexandria. : 

Jig. 1601 Denr Pathw. Heaven 72 All other vices are 
but Factors to Couetousness, 1673 S.C. Art Complaisance 
7o Reason and honesty are too oft made factours to their 
avarice, 

4. Comm. One who buys and sells for another 
person ; a mercantile agent ; a commission mer- 
chant. Also in comdb., as corn-, cotton- produce-, 


wool-, etc. factor. 

At the present time, a factor is distinguished from an 
ordinary agent or broker, in having actual possession of the 
goods he deals in, and trading in his own name. : 

1491 in Arnolde Chrox. (2 1503) 40/t Shall ressayue the said 
v. C, frank of y® said J. de castro and alonso or of any of 
them or of theyr factors. 1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII, c.1 
No person. .shall sell..to any marchaunt..or to any of his. . 
factours., .any maner of brode white wollen clothes. ¢ 1592 
MartowE Jew of Malta. i, Bid my factor bring his loading 
in. 1683 Loud. Gaz. No. 1852/8 A Factor .. for Norwich 
Hose or Stockings. 1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. £. Ind. 1. 
x. 113 Send Factors all over India to carry on trade. 1745 
De Foe’s Eng. Tradesman M1, x\viii. 212 The buyers of 
cheese, butter, corn and malt, are called factors. 1850 
W. Irvine Mahomet v. (1853) 26 Mahomet..was employed 
by different persons as. .factor in caravan journeys to Syria. 
1891 P.O. London Directory 1689/3 Corn and flour factors. 
See also. . Malt factors.. Hop factors..Seed factors, 


b. One of the third class of the East India 


Company’s servants. Ods. exc. Hist. 

[1600 A/in. Crt. Adventurers 23 Oct. in Cal. State Papers, 
£. Indies (1862) 109 Thos. Wasse to be employed as factor. 
Lbid. 18 Nov. zéid. 111 Three principal factors to have each 
100/, for equipment. .four of the second sort to be allowed 
5o/...four of the third sort 50/. .. and four of the fourth and 
last sort 20/7. each.] 1675-6 in J. Bruce Ann. Last-[ndia 
Co. (1810) Il. 375 We doorder, that. . when the Writers have 
served their times they be stiled Factors. 178t Lp. Corn- 
WALLIS Corr. (1859) I. 378 We.. have a council and senior 
and junior merchants, factors and writers, to load one ship 
in the year. 1800 WELLINGTON in Owen Desf. 719 Writers 
or factors filling the stations of registers. 

e. At Birmingham and Sheffield ; A trader who 
buys hardware goods from the workman or ‘ little 
master’ by whom they are made, usually causing 
his own trade-mark to be stamped upon them. | 

1833 J. Hortanp Afanuf. Metal 11. 13 The operatives 
pressed between reduced prices and want of work, betook 
themselves to the factors. The factor..advanced to the 
workman a small sum to purchase the requisite tools. 

d. attrib. 

1858 H. Vaucuan Address River Usk Pref. 18 The factour- 
wind from far shall bring The odours of the scattered 
spring. 171x SHartess. Charac. (1737) I. 304 Certain mer- 
chant adventurers in the letter-trade, who in correspondence 
with their factor-bookseller, are enter’d into a notable com- 
merce with the world. 1880 Browninc Dram. [dylis and 
Ser. Clive 9x This fell in my factor-days. 

5. One who has the charge and manages the 
affairs of an estate; a bailiff, land-steward. Ods. 


EXC. n9Gs 

1861 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. viii. (1634) 187 If any 
idle Factor or Bayliffe doe devoure his masters substance. 
1640-1 Airkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk, (1855) 17 That he 


FACTOR. 


retein in his own hand his factor’s fie. 1683 Pennsylv. 
Archives 1.54 W™ Pickering of yt Province factor..to one 
Growden. 1722 Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 672 Call for as 
many copies as you want..from Mr. M‘Ewen’s factor. 1804 
J. Bristep Pedestrian Tour 1, 230 Lord Kinnaird’s factor, 
or bailiff-steward. 1840 CartyLe //eroes (1858) 326 The 
Steward, Factor as the Scotch call him, used to send letters 
and threatenings, 1885 Act 48 Vict. c. 16 § 11 It shall not 
be lawful for any assessor..to be employed as a factor for 
heritable property or land agent. 

b. A person legally appointed to manage for- 


feited or sequestered property. Sc. 

1690 Acts of Sederunt 31 July, The factor shall be lyable 
for annualrent of what rents he shall recover. 1753 Stewart's 
Trial 153 The sole offence taken at Glenure, was his acting 
in the quality of factor on the forfeited estate of Ardshiel. 
1885 R. Bett Hand-bk. Law Scot. § 1480'To take measures 
for the preservation of the estate..by the appointment of a 
judicial factor. 


e. U.S. Law. (See quot.) 

1878 Drake A tfachwe. (ed. 5) § 451 In Vermont and Con- 
necticut, he [the garnishee] is sometimes called a factor, 
and the process [of garnishing], factorizing process. 

II. 6. AZath. One of two or more numbers, 
expressions, etc., which when multiplied together 
produce a given number, expression, etc. Also, 
common, primary, prime factor, for which see the 
adjs. 

1673 Kersey Algebra 1. iv. (1725) 15 The Quantities given 
to be multiplied one by the other are called Factors. 1780 
Horton in Phil. Trans, LXX. 408 For that zy may be 
positive, the signs of the two factors z and y must be alike, 
1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) 11. vu. i. 305 Error 
in either factor must involve error in the product. 1881 
Maxwe tt Electr. § Alagn. I. 1 Every expression of a 
Quantity consists of two factors or components. 

7. ¢vansf, An element which enters into the com- 
position of anything; a circumstance, fact, or in- 
fluence which tends to produce a result. 

1816 CoLeripcE Lay Seriz, 339 The reason. .is the science 
of the universal, having the ideas of oneness and allness as 
its two elements or primary factors, 1845-6 TRENcH ///Js. 
Lect, 1st Ser. i, 14 This Book. .is so essential a factor in the 
spiritual life of men. 1878 GLapstone Prim. Homer 77 
‘The first factor in the making of a nation is its religion. 

Factor (fakto1), v. rare. [f. prec. sb.] 

a. intr. To act as a factor or agent. In quot. 

Jig. Wb. trans. To deal with (goods, money, etc.) 
as a factor ; in Birmingham and Sheffield use, to 
procure goods as a factor does (see prec. 4 C). 

1611 SpeeD /7ist, Gt. Brit. 1x. ix. § 70.527 The Pope. .had 
his pipes and conducts to conuay this stench into this land, 
and the wealth of it backe in lieu thereof. Which was now 
so factoured by his Chaplaine Martin, that, etc. 1621 S. 
Warp Happiness of Practice 44 Send your Prayers and good 
Workes to factor there for you. 1692 [see below]. JZod. 
(Sheffield), He manufactures a few articles, and factors the 
rest. 

Hence Fa‘ctored A//. a,, Factoring v0/. sb. and 
ppl. a. 


1633 P. Frercuer Purple Js/, vin. xlvi, A carrion-crow he 
is..the devil’s factoring knave. 1692 SertLe 77inmephs 
Lond, Ded,, Chaffering or Factoring have been thought so 
unnecessary Preliminaries in dealing with Sir John Fleet, 
that [etc.]. 1883 Birw. Daily Post 11 Oct., The Hardware 
Factoring Business. 1886 19¢2 Cent. Aug. 244 Articles 
sold under other local designations in London and all 
over the world are the ‘factored’ work of Birmingham 
craftsmen. 

Factorage (fektorédz). Also 7 -idge. [f. 
Factor 56.+-ace. Cf. F. factorage.] 

1. The action or professional service of a factor ; 
the action of buying or selling (goods) on commis- 
sion. Also attrib. 

1670 Sir T, Cutrerrer Necess. Abating Usury 8 Trading 
with our own stocks, honest Partnership, and discreet Fac- 
torage. @1734 Nortu Lives Il. 367 A celebrated house 
of factorage in Constantinople. a@x1834 Lams Myr. Liston 
Misc. Wks. (1871) 406 Satisfied with the returns of his 
factorage. 1865 CartyLe /’7edk. Gt. VI. xx. vi. 143 Him- 
self once a Preacher, but at present concerned with Factor- 
age of Wool on the great scale. 

2, Commission or per-centage paid to a factor on 
goods purchased or sold by him, 

1613 F. Roszarts Revenue of Gospel 100 Carriage, factor- 
age, impost and custome. 1622 MALynes Anc. Law-Merch. 
111 Hee that exceedeth his Commission shall lose his Fac- 
toridge. 1721 C, Kinc Brit, Merch. 111. 214 To engross 
the whole Profit of Commission and Factorage to them- 
selves. 1809 R. Lancrorp /utrod. Trade 70 Factorage 1s, 
per Quarter. 1852 M*CutLocu Dict. Comm., Factorage.. 
1s also frequently charged at a certain rate per cask, or other 
package. 

+ 3. The place of business of a factor ; an agency. 

1679 Por Staffordsh. (1686) 108 The Cheesmongers of 
London have thought it worth their while to set up a Fac- 
torage here, for these commodities [butter and cheese]. 

4. collect. a. The whole body or assemblage of 
factors: see Factor 5d. 5. b. The sum total of 
constituent elements ; see Factor sé. 6. 

1849 Vait’s Mag. XVI, 12/1 The importance of the factor- 
age was raised enormously in their own esteem, 1887 F. 
Rosinson New Relig. Med. 127 ‘These, were the factorage 
analyzed, might crop up as constituents seldom absent. 

Factordom (fektdidom). vave—1. [f. Facror 
sb. 5 +-DOM.] The system of management by factors. 


1888 Scot. Leader 20 Jan. 4 He lets some light into factor- 
dom that will not be relished. 


+ Fa‘ctoress. Ods. Also 7 fact’ress. [f. as 
prec. +-bss.]_ A female factor or agent. 
x608-11 Br, Hatt List. v. i. (1627) 363 Still the Deuill 
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begins with Eue..Marcion had his factoresse at Rome. 
1638 orp Fazcies 1, iii, Your fact’ress hath been tamp’ring 
for my misery. 1668 R. L’Esrrance Vis. Quev. (1702) 190 
These are our best Fact’resses, we have for doing Bus’nesses. 
172z Lond. Gaz. No. 6094/3 Mrs. Ann Harland .. Coal- 
Factoress. — ; 

Factorial (fecktorial), a. and sé. [f. as prec. 
+-(I)AL.] A. adj. 

1. Afath. (See quots. and B a.) 

1837 Penny Cycl. 1X. 155 The term factorial expression 
has been in some instances applied to an expression of which 
the factors are in arithmetical progression. 1860 BooLre 
Calc. Fin, Diff, 6 The term in which they [‘ factorials’ in 
Boole’s sense] are involved is called a factorial term, 1867 
GapraitH A lgedbya (ed. 3) 396 Factorial functions..If the 
function consist of equi-different factors. 

2. Of or pertaining to a factor (sense 4). 

1881 Biackie Lay Servm.v.177 Large farms and factorial 
management have formed together an unholy alliance. 

B. sb. Math. [In F. factorielle.} 

a. gen. The product of a series of factors in 
arithmetical progression. In later usage some- 
times with wider sense: The product of a series 
of factors which are similar functions of a variable 
that changes by a constant difference in passing 
from any factor to the next. Cf. Facuury 2c. 

(Boole Calc. in. Diff. 6 defines the word as meaning each 
of the factors composing such a product, and uses factorial 
terme for what other writers call a_factorial.) 

1816 HerscueL in Lacrotx’s Diff. & Int. Calc. App. § 370 
Any quantity of the form axn+d2n—! + etc. may be resolved 
into factorials. 1845 Penny Cycl. Suppl. I. 559 Arbogast. . 
proposed to call the different cases of 2” by the name of 
factorials. 1867 GatpraitH Algebra (ed. 3) 397 To find the 
difference of a factorial. 4 LP. 

b. spec. The product of an integer multiplied 
into all the lower integers. 

For example, the factorial of 6 (written symbolically 
16. or 6!) is 6X5X4X3X2=720. Factorials are of frequent 
use in the investigation of Permutations and Probabilities. 

1869 J. J. Raven Ch. Bells Camb, (1881) 77 The number 
of changes that can be rung ona peal of bells is the factorial 
of the number of the bells, 

Facto‘rial, @.2 vare. [f. Facrory + -at.] 
‘ Pertaining to a factory; consisting in a factory’. 

1864 WEBSTER refers to BUCHANAN. 1885 Science VI. 100 
The advisability of..securing a limited district for a .. 
‘factorial establishment’ for American citizens in that 
region [the Kongo country]. 

Factorize (fektoraiz), v. [f. as prec. + -12h.] 

1. trans. (U.S. Law.) In Vermont and Con- 
necticut, = GARNISH. 

1864 in WessTER. 1878 [see Factor sé. 5 c.]. 

2. Math. To break up (a quantity) into factors. 

Factorship (fektoifip). [f. as prec. + sHip.] 
The office or position of factor (senses 3, 4). 

1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 162 What you shall doe in Turkie 
besides the businesse of your Factorship. 1611 Cotcr., 
A factorship; or, the dutie and charge of a factor, /ac- 
turerie, factorerie. a1657 R. Lovepay Lett. (1663) 188 
My friend. .had happily pleased my Lady L. in his Factor- 
ship. 1730-6 in Baitey (folio). 1834 H. Mitter Scenes 
§ Leg. xxiv. (1857) 342 Ina few years after he had appointed 
him to the factorship he disposed of all his lands. 1885 
Manch, Exam. 7 Jan. 4/6 £2,294 88. 5d. had accumulated 
during his factorship. 

Jig. 1888 Pall MallG. 2 Oct. 7/2 A class which contributes 
pretty largely to the factorship of immorality and sin. 

Factory (fektori). Also 6-7 factorie. [repr. 

med.L, factoria,f, factor: see Factor. The proxi- 
mate source is uncertain: the word is found in 
several of the Romanic langs.: It. fattoria, Sp. 
JSactorta, Pg. fettoria (1551 in the original of our 
first quot.) ; Fr. has factorerde (Cotgr. 1611), f. as 
Factor + -erte -ERY; also, factorie app. adopted 
from some foreign lang. In senses 4-5 referred to 
the type of factorium place ox,instrument of making 
(recorded in sense ‘oil-press’), f. facére to make.] 

1. An establishment for traders carrying on busi- 
ness in a foreign country; a merchant company’s 
trading station. 

1582 N. Licuerietp tr, Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. xxi. 
54b, To the intent hee might remaine in the Factorye with 
the Factour, 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage Vi1.vii. § 3. 573 Here 
(Sofala] the Portugals haue..aF ort and Factorie of very rich 
Trade, 1682 Lond, Gaz. No. 1692/1 Vhe total subversion of 
their Factory at Amoy. 1701 Charter Soc. Prop. Gospel, 
The maintenance of clergymen in the Plantations, Colonies 
and Factories of Great Britain, 1772 Map. D’ArsLay Zarly 
Diary 3 ¥eb., He is chaplain to the British factory at St. 
Petersburg. 1837 W. Irvine Cagt. Bonneville I. 84 Van- 
couver..the main factory of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
1861 Parrison Zss. (1889) 1. 39 Long before .. the Hanse.. 
fixed their factories in Lisbon. 

Jig. 1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. u. 34 All those that seek to 
bear themselves uprightly in this their spiritual factory. 

attrib, 1804 VaLentIA Voy. §& Trav. (1809) I. vii. 372 The 
factory-house is a chaste piece of architecture. 

+2. The body of factors in any one place. Ods. 

1702 W. J. Bruyn's Voy. Levant vi. 18 The three Statues 
were..sent..by the French Factory to Paris. 1777 W. 
Darrymr_e Trav. Sp. §& Port. exxv, I feasted..with the 
consul and factory. 

3. The employment, office, or position of a factor ; 
factorship. (Chiefly Sc.: cf. Factor sd. 5.) Also, 
Letter of factory = 3b. 

1560 in Tytler 7/ist. Scot. 1, xx. (1864) III. 328 No disposi- 
tion of factorie shall be made by [= contrary to] his advice. 
1594 Sc. dicts Fas, VI (1816) 64 Diuers personis..hes maid 








FACTOTUM. 


dyuerss bandis, obligationis, lettres of factorie. 1631 T. 
Powe. Tom All Trades 35 Vhe Merchant Royall..comes 
to his Profession by travaile and Factory. 1752 G. Brown 
in Scots Mag. (1753) Nov. 555/2 He..accepted the factory 
of the estate, Act 32-3 Vict. c. 116 § 3 A conveyance 
..for the purposes of such estate or trust, or factory. 

b. A document investing another with the au- 


thority of a factor or agent. 

1640-1 Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 134. The 
factorie granted be Gilbert Browne of Bagbie to Johne 
Browne, merchand, 1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's Autobiog. 
xii. (1848) 380 He..gaue a factorie to his son-in-law, to go 
over with Forther and agent that business. ’ 

+4. The action or process of making anything. 

1664 Butter Hxd. 1. iil, 864 These reasons. .are far from 
satisfactory, T’ establish, and keep up your Factory. 1678 
Tbid. un. ii. 1446 Gain has wonderful Effects, T’improve the 
Factory of Sects. 


5. A building or range of buildings with plant 
for the manufacture of goods; a manufactory, 


/ workshop ; ‘ works’. 


1618 Ussurr Let. to Camden 8 June, The Company of 
Stationers in London are now erecting a Factory for Books 
and a Press among us here. 1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain 
§ Gl. 307 The spacious factory of the manufacturer. 1878 
Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 63 pometody must settle whether 
the factory is to work for..ten..or eight hours a day. 

b. tvansf. and fig. 

1618 MippLeton Peacemaker Wks. 1886 VIII. 326 Come 
then to the factory of Peace, thou that desirest to have life. 
1682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. (1716) 21 Our corrupted 
hearts are the Factories of the Devil, which may be at work 
without his presence. 1847 Emerson Poems, Monadnoc 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 433 Factory of river and of rain; Linkin the 
alps’ globe-girding chain. 1856 — Lng. Traits, Univ. ibid. 
II. 91 Oxford is a Greek factory. 1860 O. W. Hoimes Prof 
Breakf.-t. x. 216 This was no common miss, such as are 
turned out in scores from the young-lady-factories. : 

6. attrib. (sense 5), as factory-girl, -hand, -in- 
spector, -man, -people, -spinner, -village. Also 
factory acts (earlier factories acts), the statutes 42 
Geo. III. c. 73 (1802), 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 103 
(1833), and various later acts, passed for the regu- 
lation of factories in the interest of the health and 
morals of the persons employed in them ; factory- 
cotton (U.S.), unbleached cotton cloth of home 
manufacture, as opposed to imported fabrics ; also 


called factory and domestic. 

1845 Gro. Murray /slaford 143 *F¥actory-girl, who. .con- 
trives to sport a cotton parasol, 1850 LyeLt and Visit U.S. 
II. 300 There had recently been a strike of the factory girls. 
1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *Kactory-hand..a person em- 
ployed about a mill. 1846 M¢Cut.ocu Acc. Brit, Enipire 
(1854) I. 699 The appointment of *Factory Inspectors has 
been productive of the greatest advantage. 1845 Bupp 
Dis. Livery 349 The patient, a *factory-man, forty-seven 
years of age. 1856 Emerson Ang. Traits, Wealth Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 71 Roberts destroyed the “factory spinner. 
1841-4 — Ess., Poct ibid. I. 161 Readers of poetry see the 
*factory-village and the railway. 

Hence Fa‘ctoryship = FAcTORSHIP. 

1836 H’vaser’'s Mag. X1V. 511 He who shot Sir Alexander 
Boswell is. .duly fitted with a factoryship. 

Factotum (fektou'ti#m). [ad.med.L. factotum 
(f. fac, imper. of facére to do + totam the whole) in 
phrases Johannes Factotum, Dominus Factotum, 
Magister factotum, which appear to be renderings in 
etymological equivalents of Romanic expressions 
= ‘John Do-everything’, ‘Mr. Do-Everything’ ; cf. 
It. fa zl tutto, fattutto of similar formation. These 
phrases are found in 16th c. in Eng., and Frere Jean 
Factotum (Paré a1590), Dominus Lactotum also 
in Fr.; their source has not yet been discovered. 
The word factotum without the prefixed words is 
used in German (as neuter sb.) from 16th c. (Grimm 
cites Fischart 1579), and in Fr, and It. from 17th c.] 

1, +a. In L. phrases: Dominus factotum, used 
for ‘one who controls everything’, a ruler with 
uncontrolled power ; Johannes factotum, a Jack of 
all trades, a would-be universal genius. +b. One 
who meddles with everything, a busybody. ce. In 
mod. sense: A man of all-work; also, a servant 
who has the entire management of his master’s 
affairs. 

1566 GascoIGNE SwPfoses ut. iv. (1572) 31 He had the dis- 
bursing .. of al my masters affaires .. he was Alagister fac 
totum. ([Ariosto 1525: eva fa il tutto.) 1584 R. Parsons 
Leicester's Commw, 65 Throughout all England my L. of 
Leycester is taken for Dominus fac totum. 1592 GREENE 
Groats w, Wit E iv, Being an absolute Yohannes fac totum 
[he] is in his owne conceit the onely Shake-scene in a Coun- 
trey. 31618 S. Warp Serm. Exod. xviti, 21-22, 65 Is 
there no mean between busibodies and tell-clockes, between 

JSJac-totum and fay't neant ? 1630B. Jonson New Jun un. ii, 
Tip. Art thou the dominus? ost. Fac-totum here, sir. 
1662 Fouts Plots of Saints (1674) 278 Robert Passellew.. 
was dominus fac totum in the middle—and fac nihil towards 
the end—of the reign of Henry III. 1782 Cowrrr Leé?. 18 
Mar., The garden where I am my own fac-totum. 1824 
Miss Mirtrorp Village 1st Ser. (1863) 9 The pensioner and 
factotum of the village, amongst whom he divides his ser- 
vices. 1863 Miss Brappon Lleanor’s Vict. II, ii. 25 A 
butler, or factotum,—for there was only one male servant in 
the house. 2 

attrib, 1859 G. Merepity 2. Feverel xi, The small fac- 
totum footman. 

+2. Printing: see quots. Obs. 

1681 Biounr Glossogr. 255 Mac-tolum signifies among 
Printers, a Border in the middle of which any Letter of the 


FACTRIX. 


Alphabet may be put in for use, and then taken out: 
1800 in Baitey. 1823 in Crass Technol. Dict. 

Hence Facto‘tumship, the office of a factotum. 

1660 Fisner Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 345 During the 
long time of their Dominus fac-totum-ship, in whole Chris- 
tendom, | 

Factrix (fektriks). vave—1. [f. Factor, after 
Lat. analogy: see -rRIX.] =Facroruss, 

1870 H. Scorr Masti Scot. Eccles. V. 204 Lady Forbes 
factrix for her son. 

Factual (feektival), a. [f. Fact sd., after the 
analogy of ActuAL.] Pertaining to or concerned 
with facts; of the nature of fact, actual, real. 

a 1834 CoLtertipcE Notes Southey’s Life Wesley (1858) 1. 
&§ That I should quench the ray and paralyse the factual 
nerve, by which I have hitherto been able to discriminate 
veracity from falsehood. 1846 WuHeweELt Syst. Morality 
iii. 58 We can never present the Factual part ot a Fact, 
separate from the Ideal part. 1846 Dr Quincey Antigone 
of Sophoctes Wks, XIV. 21x Any direct factual imitation, 
resting upon painted figures. .would have been no art what- 
soever, 1884 R. F. Burton Book of Sword 201 Our factual 
knowledge of Mesopotamian civilisation. 

absol. 1876 W. ALEXANDER Bampton Lect. v. (1877) 144 
The facts and the history are Jewish ; but there is a typical 
in the factual. 

Hence Fa‘ctually adv., ina factual manner; as 
matter of fact. 

1852 Putsrorp tr. Madler’s Chr. Doctr. Sin 1, 28 The 
universal moral condition of the human race, as it factually 
exists. 1884 R. F. Burton Book of Sword 149 Nilotic al- 
legories and mysteries which the vulgar understood factually 
and literally. 

Factum (foekt#m). 
Cf. F. factum.] 

1, Coil Law. ‘A person’s act or deed; anything 
stated or made certain’ (Wharton 1848). 

2. A statement of facts, or of the points in a case 
or controversy; a memorial. [After Fr. legal 
use. ] 

1773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 587 Anaction was brought against 
M. de Voltaire, and an odious fact was drawn up in the 
printer's name, 1872 W. H. Jervis Gadlican Church I, xiii. 
440 The curés of Paris and Rouen put forth a series of fac- 
tums or memorials. 1886 Saz, Rev. 6 Mar. 349/xr Not..a 
novel nor an historical monograph, but an elaborate factum, 

+ 3. Math, The product of two or more factors 


multiplied together. Ods. 

1748 Harttey Odserv. Mant. iii. 351 When the Factum 
of the proper Powers of all the Quantities is so. 1817 H. 
T. Coresrooke Algebra xvii, A factum of two unknown 
quantities, 4 

Facture (fektitiz). Now vare. [a. F. fac- 
ture, ad. L. factiira, f. facére to make. The po- 
pular Fr. form is facture: see FEATURE.] 

1. The action or process of making (a thing). 


Cf. manufacture. 

1580 Barer A/v, M 50 The facture, or making of a thing. 
1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. 41 The facture or framing of the 
inward parts. 1661 CowLry Prop. Adv, Exp. Philos. ii, 
Professors Resident shall be bound to study and teach. .the 
Facture of all Merchandizes. 1671 Maynwarinc Axc. & 
Mod. Pract. Physick 15 There is no other way of progress 
. .but this of preparation and manual facture. 1888 WHISTLER 
in Sat, Rev. 26 May 82t A new class who discovered the 
cheap, and foresaw fortune in the facture of the sham. A 

b. The result of the action or process; the thing 
made; creation. 

1647 J. Maver Comm, Eph. ii. 10 We are his facture, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

2. The manner or style of making (a thing) ; con- 
struction, make; workmanship. 

1423 Jas. I Azngis Q. 1, Bountee, richesse, and wommanly 
facture. 1616 Cuarman Homer's Hymns, To Vulcan (1858) 
tog Vulcan. .whom fame gives the prize For depth and fac- 
ture of all forge-devise. 1860 Reape Cloister & H. 1. 73, 
I thought not all the goldsmiths on earth had so much gold, 
silver, jewels, and craft of design and facture, 1883 Saf. 
Rev. 24 Nov. 667 The facture [of a literary work] of Mr. 
Lewis Morris..has been generally creditable. 

|| 3. Comm. =Invotck, A Fr, sense: perh, never 
used in Eng. 

1858 in Simmonps Dict. Trade. 1864 in WEBSTER. 

+ Factus. J/ath. Obs. rare. [a.L. factus (? se. 
numerus), pa, pple. mase, of facére to make.] The 
product of two or more numbers or expressions ; 
= FAcTUM 3. 

1669 NewTon in Rigaud Com Scz. Men II. 282 The factus 
of their denominators will be b°+10 bt435 b?+ 50 bb+24 b. 

Facty (fekti), a. [f Facr sd. + -y1.] Full 
of facts. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 2 Nov. 5/1 A ‘facty’ article on ‘The 
Political Condition of Spain’, 1884 /éz/, 4 Dec. 5/1. 1890 
Ibid. 3 Feb. 2/2. ; 

|| Facula (feekis/la), Astron, Chiefly pl. 
faculee (feekiz#l7). [L. fagula, dim. of fac-em, 
fax torch.] One of the bright or luminous 
spots or streaks on the surface of the sun, as dis- 


tinguished from the dark spots or macule. 

1706 in Putts (ed. Kersey), /acula, a little Torch: 
Among Modern Astronomers, /acude, are certain Bright 
or Shining Parts, which they have sometimes observed 
upon or about the Surface of the Sun. 1794 SuLLIVAN Vzew 
Nat. 11. 415 When they disappear, they are generally con- 
verted into faculz or luminous spots, 1858 HrerscuEeL Oxt- 
tines Astron. (ed. 5) § 388 Strongly marked..streaks, more 
luminous than the rest, called facule. 188x Srokes in 
Nature No. 625. 595 Sometimes facule will break out at 
the surface of the sun where there is no spot, 


1721- 


[a. L. factum ; see Fact. 
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Facular (fekiz/lan, a. 
or pertaining to faculz. 

1882 Procror in Anowledge Il. 419 Facular streaks of 
great splendour can be seen. 1884 — in Long. Mag. Apr. 
592 Large portions of the facular regions. 

+ Fa'culence. Ods.—° [f. next: see -ENor.] 
Brightness, clearness. 

ype in Barry. 1775 in Asn. 

+ Fa‘culent, a. Obs. rare—*. [ad. med.L. 
JSaculent-us, f. fax torch: cf. litculentus, f. lux.] 
Giving forth light like a torch ; bright, clear. 

1560 Rotianp Crt. Venus i. 589 Vergill..In Latin toung 
was most faculent, Nane mair pregnant, facund nor emi- 
nent. 1656-81 Biounr Glossogr, 1721 in Barry. 

Faculous (fekiz/los), a. ([f. L. facula (see 
FAcuLA) + -ous.] Consisting of facule; of the 
nature of facule. 

1868 B. Stewart in Macm. Mag. July 251 The facu- 
lous mass seemed to be giving out its end, 1869 Sfectator 
3 July 786 The intense brilliancy of the faculous ridges. 

Facultate (fek#lteit), v. rare. [f. L. facul- 
zat-em: see FACULTY and -ATE3 7.) trans. a. To 
invest with authority, empower. b. To authorize. 

1648 J. Goopwin Right § Might 2x Whatsoever. .por- 
tendeth ruine and destruction to the lives of men. .is facul- 
tated by him [God] .. to transgresse a Law without guilt 
of sinne, 1878 Barinc-Goutp Myst. Suffering iii. 41 The 
gift of life facultates the enjoyment of life, 

Facultative (fekvlteitiv), a [a. F. facul- 
tatif, -ive, f. L. facultatem; see Facunty and 
ATIVE. ] 

1. a. Of enactments, etc.: Conveying a ‘ faculty’ 
or permission ; permissive as opposed to compul- 
sory; hence of actions, conditions, etc.: Optional. 

1820 Ann, Reg. 1. 718 In forming these quotas, neither 
the facultative departmental centimes, nor the communal 
centimes shall be taken into account. 1839 W. O, Manninc 
Law of Nations vy. vii. (1875) 387 Creating what is called 
‘occasional’, ‘accidental’ or ‘facultative’ contraband. 1861 
M. Arnoitp Pop. Educ. France 50 What was..to use a 
French expression, facultative to the communes, what.. 
they did or not as they liked, 188x 7%wes 1 July 9/6 The 
great schools..treat classics as obligatory, and science as 
merely facultative. 1884 Q. Rev. Apr. 403 Permit even for 
the Latin clergy a facultative celibacy. 

b. transf. Used by scientific and philosophical 
writers for: That may or may not take place, or 
have a specified character. 

1874 Lewes Probl. Life § Mind I. 139 The Facultative 
Actions are those which ., are .. neither inevitably nor 
uniformly produced when the organs are stimulated, but.. 
take sometimes one issue and sometimes another. 1875 H. 
Watton Dis, Eye 621 The facultative [hypermetropia] is pre- 
sent when objects can be accurately seenat anydistance. 1884 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Facultative hypermetropia .. those cases 
of hypermetropia in which objects at an infinite distance 
can be distinctly seen both with and without convex glasses. 

f or proceeding from a faculty. 

1866 J. Martineau Zss, I, 154 Every facultative activit 
that goes out from me, 1888 — Study Relig. 1.1. i. 55 x 
purely inward process, viz. the play of an @ friori faculta- 
tive activity with the matter of our sensitive passivity. 

Hence Fa‘cultatively adv. rare, in a faculta- 
tive manner or degree, contingently. 

1877 Garnsey tr. De tie Fungi 360 Certain faculta- 
tivele parasitic. .species of Moulds. 

Facultied (feksltid), a. [f. Facunry + -rp2.] 
a. That is accredited by a faculty. b. Furnished 


with a faculty or special capacity. 

1837 Wuitrock Bk. Trades (1842) 379 The facultied stu- 
dents from Edina. 1862 THornsury 7zrner IL. v. 163 
Turner was a great single facultied man, 

+ Fa‘cultive, 2. Obs. [f. as prec. + -Ivx.] 
Ot or belonging to the faculties. 

1643 R. O. Man's Mort. iii. 15 This Facultive Guift, or 
Natures endowment. J/é/d., Could there be a Facultive 
subsistence. . without its body. 

Facultize (feek#ltoiz), v. [f. as prec. + -1zE.] 
trans. To endow with faculty (see Facunry 1 c), 
Hence Fa‘cultized ///. a., endowed with faculty ; 
practical, shrewd. 

1872 LittLeDALE in Contenip. Rev. XX. 13 We..need 
what the Americans call ‘facultized’ women. Not merely 
capable women, educated women..but such as have ca- 
pacity trained into practical efficiency. 

Faculty (fekvlti). Forms: 4-6 faculte, (5 
facultee), 5-7 facultie, 6-faculty. [ME. facu/te, 
a. F. faculté, ad. L. facultat-em power, ability, op- 
portunity, also resources, wealth, f. facz/is easy 
(cf. early L. facul adv. = facile easily). 

Facultas and facilitas (see Facitiry) were originally 
different forms of the same word; the latter, owing to its 
more obvious relation to the adj., retained the primary 
sense of ‘easiness’, which the former had ceased to have 
before the classical period.] 

I. ‘ The power of doing anything’ (J.). 

1. Of persons: An ability or aptitude, whether 
natural or acquired, for any special kind of action ; 
formerly also, ability, ‘ parts’, capacity in general. 
Sometimes (influenced by sense 4) used to denote 
a native as opposed to an acquired aptitude. 

1490 Caxton Aneydos xv. 59 To her youen the facultee 
and power for to reherce and saye alle thinges that sholde 
come in her mouthe. 1573 G. Harvey Letter-dk, (Camden) 7 
M. Lewins Rateeiporek faculti is better than M. Becons 
is. 1586 A. Day Ang. Secretary u. (1625) 128 The facultie 
and use of well writing. 1594 Hooker Lec, Pod, 1, viii. 68 


[f. prec. + -arn.] Of 


FACULTY. 


There is no kind of faculty or power in man or any other 
creature, which can [etc.]. 1605 CampEeNn Rem. 11 Many 
excelling in Poeticall facultie. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. 
Treat. 87 Behaviour. . which if a man of but common faculty 
doe imitate, he makes himselfe ridiculous. 1636 MassincEeR 
Bashf. Lover w. i, ‘The heavenly object..would..force him 
Ovid] to forget his faculty InWerse. 1711 STEELE Sfect. 
No. 95 P 3 This Faculty of Weeping, is peculiar only to, 
some Constitutions, 1751 Jounson Rambler No. 141 P 6, 
I devoted all my faculties to the ambition of pleasing them. 
1795 Mason Ch, ATus. iii. 204 Music, though in one sense 
an Art, yet is in another a natural faculty. 1829 CARLYLE 
Misc. (1857) 11. 1 Were will in human undertakings synony- 
mous with faculty. 1836 Yohnsoniana 238 The faculty of 
teaching inferior minds the art of thinking. 1853 Lyncu 
Self-lmprov, iii. 68 Every self-improving man has faculty 
enough to become a good reader. 

+b. A personal quality; disposition. Ods. 

ce15865 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 89 They 
knew the king’s faculties. c1610 Sir J. Merv AZem. 
(1683) 30 The Queen Mother knowing his [the King of 
Navarr’s] faculty. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VI/J, 1. ii. 73, | am 
Traduc’d by ignorant Tongues, which neither know My 
faculties nor person, 

e. General executive ability, esf. in domestic 
matters. (Chiefly U.S., but current co//og. in some 
circles in England.) 

1859 Mrs. Stowe Minister's Wooing 1.1. 2 Faculty is 
Yankee for savoir faire, and the opposite virtue to shift- 
lessness, 1884 J. D, WuitiNnG in Harger’s Mag. Oct. 741/t 
Lizzie had ‘faculty’, and proved a notable housekeeper. 

+2. Of things ; A power or capacity ; an active 
quality, efficient property or virtue. Ods. 

1490 Caxton /eydos i. 14 The sterres had no faculte ne 
power..to enlumyne the sayd place. 1526 Plex. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 143 It passeth the faculty of our barbarous 
tonge to expresse ony of them. 1578 Lyte Dodoens i. cvi. 
296 Lovage, in facultie and vertues doth not differ much 
from Ligusticum. 160r SHaKs. F2/. C. 1. iii. 67. 1620 
Venner Via Recta v. 87 It is..of a penetrating, cooling 
and detersiue faculty. 1665 PAz/. Trans. I, 49 The Elec- 
trical faculty of Amber. 1707 Curios. in Husb. § Gard. 167 
Nitre is of great Use. .in Regard to its Faculty of contribut- 
ing..to the Propagation of Plants. 

+b. One of the ‘ mechanical powers ’. 

1641 WiLkins Wath. Magick 1. iii. (1648) 13 Of the first 
Mechanical faculty, the Ballance. 67d. vii. 43 That which 
is reckoned for the fourth faculty, is the Pulley. 1663 
Cuarceton Chor, Gigant. 60 Leaver, Roller, Wheel, Pulley, 
Wedge, and Screw. .fundamental Faculties of Mechaniques. 

e. Math. A function of the form «|a, i.e. 
x(a+a) (w+2a) (v4+3¢@).. to m factors. See 
Factorta B a. 

{Introduced c 1798 by Kramp, who afterwards withdrew 
it in favour of Arbogast’s term factorta/, The word has 
since been revived, but is less frequent in English than in 
Continental use.] 

1889 CurystaL Aleebra II. 374 Any faculty can always 
be reduced to another whose difference is unity. 

3. An inherent power or property of the body or of 
one of its organs ; a physical capability or function. 

ax1800 Colkelbie Sow 637 And laking teith famvylit hir 
faculte That few folk mycht consaue her mvmling mowth. 
1543 TRAHERON V’igo's Chirurg. Interpr. strange Words, 
There ben thre faculties..whych gouerne man, and are dis- 
tributed to the hole bodye.. namely animal, vital, and 
natural. 1576 Fieminc Panopl. Epist. 324 The bodie, and 
the abilities of the same, whiche are called corporall faculties. 
1607 WALKINGTON Of¢. Glass viii. (1664) 100 The Spirits... 
impart a faculty to the nerves of sense, and real motion. 
1618 Crooxe Body of Man 406 If the arteries bee dilated 
by a faculty, then are they contracted by their grauity. 
Ibid. 612 The Visiue Facultie.. the Faculty of Hearing. 
1656 BraAMHALL Refdic. i. 5 Sensibility and a locomotive 
faculty are essentiall to every living creature, 1684 tr. 
Bonet’s Merc. Compit. 1. 9 If the Faculty of the Guts 
be slow..and dull, they must be involuntarily excited 
to motion. 1729 ButLer Serm, Wks. 1874 II. 42 A man 
may use the faculty of speech as an instrument of false 
witness. 1741 CHAMBERS Cyc/, s.v., To account for the act 
of digestion, they [the antient philosophers] suppose a di- 
gestive Faculty in the stomach. 1875 Jowett P/a/o (ed. 2) 
III. 362 Sight and hearing, for example, I should call 
faculties. ; 

4. One of the several ‘powers’ of the mind, 


variously enumerated by psychologists: e.g. the 


will, the reason, memory, etc. 

(By phrenologists applied to the congenital aptitudes sup- 
posed to be indicated by the cranial ‘organs’ or ‘ bumps’: 
e.g. ‘language’, ‘imitation’, ‘constructiveness’, ‘This use 
has greatly influenced popular language.) . 

1588 Frauncre Lavwziers Log. 1. i.2 That ingraven gift and 
facultie of wit and reason. 1614 Br, Hatt Necoll, Treat. 
66 When we are born, who knowes whether. .we shall have 
the faculties of reason and understanding? 1690 Locke 
Hum. Und. 1. xxi. (1695) 126 ‘The Understanding and Will, 
are two Faculties of the mind. 1726 BuTLer Ser. Wks. 
1874 II. 27 You cannot form a nection of this faculty, con- 
science, without [etc.]. 1785 Rem /zt. Powers 369 The 
faculties of consciousness, of memory, of external sense, and 
of reason, are all equally the gifts of nature. 1830 Mac- 
Kintosu Ath, Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 159 The Moral Faculty 
.. is intelligibly and properly spoken of as One. 1839 Lp. 
Broucuam Statesm. Geo. III, Loughborough (ed. 2) 44 
Changes..effected while the monarch’s faculties were asleep. 
1859 Mitt Liberty (1865) 34/2 No need of any other faculty 
than the ape-like one of imitation. 1885 F. ‘TrmpLe Kedat. 
Relig. & Sc. ii. 46 Our personality. .is centred in one faculty 
which we call the will. 

45. Pecuniary ability, means, resources ; posses- 
sions, property. sg. and f/. Also attrid., as in 

Saculty tax. Obs, : : 

1382 Wycuir Gen. xxxi. 14 Han we eny thing of residewe 
in faculteis and erytage of the hows of oure fader? — 
Tobit i, 25 Tobie is turned ajeen to his hous, and al his 


FACULTY. 


faculte restorid to hym. 1490 Caxton How to Die 11 
Wylt thou the thynges that thou hast taken be by the 
restored after the value of thy faculte. 1615 CHAPMAN 
Odyss. 1. 620 The faculties This house is seised of. 1649 
Alcoran 47 Restore to them [Orphans] their faculties, and 
devour them not unjustly before they be of age. 1781 
Gipson Deci. §& F, 11, 28 If so heavy an expence surpassed 
the faculties or the inclination of the magistrates. .the sum 
was supplied from the Imperial treasury. 1792 A. YouNG 
Trav. I’'rance 104 The prices..are beyond their faculties 
and occasion great misery. 1797 Burke Regic. Peace iii. 
Wks. VIII. 356 We raise no faculty tax. We preserve 
[?7ead presume] the faculty from the expence. | 
II. Kind of ability ; branch of art or science. 

+ 6. A branch or department of knowledge. Oés. 

In this sense the word is used to render the Med. L. 
Jacultas=Gr, Svvapis used by Aristotle for anart or branch 
of learning. 

c1384 Cuaucer 7/7, Fame 1. 248 To speke of love? hyt 
wol not be; I kannot of that faculte. c1g00 Test. Love 11. 
(1560) 282 b/2 All the remnaunt beene no genders but of 
grace, in facultie of Grammar. 1494 Fasyan Chron. v1. 
cexiv. 232 Y* whiche I remytte to theym that haue ex- 
perience in suche facultie. 1553 T. Witson 2 et. (1580) 30 
‘The greate learned clerkes in al faculties. 1598 F. MERES 
in Shaks. C. Praise 22 In this faculty the best among our 
Poets are Spencer.. Daniel, etc. a@ 1661 Futter Worthies 
(1840) III. 335 Books written in all faculties:—Grammar.. 
Poetry.. History [etc.]. 1757 Burke Adridgm. Eng. Hist. 
u. ii, He brought with him a number of valuable books in 
many faculties. ; 

7. spec. One of the departments of learning at a 


University. Hence Dean of a Faculty. 

When four faculties are mentioned, those intended are 
Theology, Canon and Civil Law, Medicine, Arts, of which 
the first three were called the Superior Faculties. Logic, 
Rhetoric, Astrology, Surgery, Grammar, and (in the English 
Universities) Music are occasionally spoken of as Faculties, 
and degrees could be taken inthem ; but the Masters teach- 
ing these branches did not form distinct bodies as those 
mentioned in sense 9. 

[c 1184 GiraLDuS Cispaiuels De Gestis 1. i. (Rolls) I. 48 
Ubinam in jure studuerit..Praceptor autem ejusdem in ea 
facultate. Jézd¢. 1. xvi. (Rolls) I. 73 In crastino vero doc- 
tores [hospitio suscepit] diversarum facultatum omnes.] 
1387 Trevisa //igdenx (Rolls) VI. 259 Whan eny man is 
i-congyed bere to commence in eny faculte. 1482 AZonk of 
Eveshant (Arb.) 97 In connyng of dyuynyte as in other 
lyberals facultees. 1581 Muccaster Positions xxxvii. (1887) 
162 This man, whom I now prefer to this degree, in this 
facultie. 1641 Evetyn AZem, (1857) I. 29 The. . Professor. . 
in Latin demanded..to what Faculty I addicted myself. 
1649 J. H. Motion to Parl, Adv. Learn. 27 We have 
hardly Professours for the three principall faculties. 1835 
Matpen Orig. Univ. 5 This faculty [of arts] originally 
constituted the whole university [of Paris] ; and the faculties 
of theology, law, and medicine, were not added till a later 
period. 1868 M. Parrison Academ, Org. iv. 114 In col- 
leges, properly so called, the head will be the dean of his 
faculty. 1875 “din. Univ. Calendar 37 The Chairs of the 
University are comprehended in the four Faculties. The 
affairs of each Faculty are presided over by a Dean. 1879 
M, Arnon /rish Cathol. Mixed Ess, 101 At Bonn there is 
a Protestant faculty of theology. 1892 Durham Univ. 
Calendar cxii, Degrees in the Faculty of Music. 

8. In a more extended sense: That in which any 
one is skilled; an art, trade, occupation, profes- 
sion. Obs. exc. arch. or Hist. 

¢ 1386 CuAucer Prod, 244 For unto swiche a worthy man 
as he Accordeth nought, as by his faculte, To haven with 
sike lazars acquaintance. 1494 Faryan Chron, u1. xlvi. 29 
A cunnynge musician; the whiche, for his excellence in 
that facultie, was called of the Brytons God of Glemen. 
1503 Act 19 Hen. V//,c. 11 The facultie of Bowyers [is] 
almoste distroyed. 1529 in Vicary’s Anat. (1888) App. 
xiv. 253 No persone... shall take.. any ..Straunger, to 
occupy the facultie of Barbery or Surgery. 1576 FLEMING 
Panofpl. Epist. 163 They leude listening eare, to. .slaunderers 

. have them in high .. favour, who professe that facultie. 
1605 Rowtanps //edl’s Broke Loose 14 By facultie at first, 
Iwasa Taylour. 1675 Art Contentm. vii. § 6. 214We..rely 
upon men in their own faculty. We put our estates in the 
lawyer's hand, our bodies into the physician’s. 1687 Con- 
GREVE Old Bach. 1. i, Wit, be my faculty and pleasure my 
occupation. 1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 208 A..Soap- 
boyler, dwelling without Aldgate. .and..another Gentleman 
of the same Faculty .. in Southwark. 1839 Avison //7s?. 
Europe 1. ii. § 66. 184 They..proposed to abolish all. .crafts, 
faculties, apprenticeships, and restrictions of every kind, 
1841 STEPHEN Laws Lng. I. 7 To gentlemen of the faculty 
of physic the study of the law is attended with some im- 
portance. 1853 Marspen Larly Purit. 388 Doctors in the 
University and the three learned faculties. 

9. The whole body of Masters and Doctors, 
sometimes including also the students, in any one 
of the studies, Theology, Law, Medicine, Arts. 

The use of the Latin word in this sense originated at some 
period in the 13th cent.; quot. 1255 indicates a use inter- 
mediate between this and sense 7. 

[1255 in Chartularium Univ, Paris (1889) 1. 278 Nos.. 
magistri artium..propter novum et inestimabile periculum, 
quod in facultate nostra imminebat. 1325 Title of Decree 
in Munimenta Acad. (Rolls) I. 117 Quod facultas artium 
plene deliberet de tractandis in congregatione generali.] 
¢ 1425 Wyntoun Chron. vill. iv. 241 Pai studyusly De matere 
in bare faculteis Sowcht, 1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. 17 The 
several Faculties are distinguished by their Habits. 1687 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2275/3, 24 Doctors of the several Faculties, 
the two Proctors, and 19 Masters of Arts. 1774 WARTON 
Hist. Eng. Poetry 1. Diss. ii, 11 Louis the eleventh. .bor- 
rowed the works of the Arabian physician Rhasis, from the 
faculty of medicine at Paris. 1832 tr. Siswzondi’s Ital. Rep. 
vii. 152 The faculty of the Sorbonne... was acknowledged to 
be the first theological school in Europe. 

10. transf. The members of a particular pro- 
fession regarded as one body: a. of the medical 


profession (in popular language ‘ The Faculty’). 
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rs11-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 11 Calling to them such expert 
persons in the said Faculties [of Physicians and Surgeons]. 
1529 More Com/. agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1185/2 One of the 
most cunning men in y? faculty. 1638 ‘T. WHITAKER Blood 
of Grape Pref. 2 The faculty deserveth the patronage of a 
Prince. 1699 Gartu Disfeus, Vv. (1730) 101 A zealous Mem- 
ber of the Faculty. 1747 WeEstry Prim, Physic (1762) 
p. xiii, We must do something to oblige the Faculty. 1840 
Hoop Up the Rhine 14 Fat bacon..was once in vogue 
amongst the Faculty for weak digestions. 1884 GiLMouR 
Mongols 186 ‘Their own faculty have no remedy for this 
disease. 
b. Sc. The Faculty (also the Dean and Faculty) 


of Advocates. 

1711 Act Faculty Edin, 18 July in Lond. Gaz. No. 4887/3 
The Dean and Faculty of Advocates understanding, that 
several malicious Reports have been rais’d. 1848 WHARTON 
Law Lex., Faculty of Advocates, the college or society of 
advocates in Scotland. a 1862 Buckie Czvil/z. (1869) ITI. 
iii. 145 A great part of the Faculty of Advocates was ex- 
pelled from Edinburgh. | and 

III. Conferred power, authority, privilege. 

ll. Power, liberty, or right of doing something, 
conferred by law or permission of a superior. 
Faculty to burden: Sc. Law (see quot. 1809). 

1534 in W. H. Turner Select Rec. Oxford 128 ‘They would 
clere take away from the Chaunceller all faculty to banish. . 
eny townesmen. 1605 SHaks. JZacb, 1. vii. 17 Duncane Hath 
borne his Faculties so meeke. 1681 in Picton L’fool Munic. 
Rec. (1883) I. 271 Usinge the facultie of a freeman. 1752 
Carte Hist. Eng. I11. 345 Pole. .laid aside the marks of his 
legatine authority and abstained from the exercise of his 
faculties. 1800 CotqguHoun Comm. Thames viii. 259 Care 
has been manifested in. .divesting Power of the Faculty of 
Abuse. 1809 Tomuins Law Dict. s.v., In the Scotch law.. 
a faculty to burden is the power or right of charging an 
estate with a sum of money. 1824 J. MaArsHatt Const, 
Opin, (1839) 320 The Charter of incorporation .. gives it [a 
bank] every faculty which it possesses. 1865 M. Arnotp Zss. 
Crit. x. (1875) 422 Something anti-civil and anti-social which 
the State had the faculty to judge and the duty to suppress. 

b. A dispensation, license; esf. ccf. an au- 
thorization or license granted by an ecclesiastical 
superior to some one to perform some action or 
occupy some position which otherwise he could not 
legally do or hold. Cowrt of Faculties : a court 
having power to grant faculties in certain cases. 
Master of Faculties: the chief officer of that court. 

1533-4 Act 25 Hen, VIII, c. 21 § 3 The Archbishop of 
Canterburie..shall haue power and authoritie..to giue.. 
dispensations, compositions, faculties, grants, rescripts [etc.]. 
1591 LAMBARDE A rcheion (1635) 11 ‘The Court of Faculties, 
for Dispensations. 1607 CowrL /xterpr.s.v., An especiall 
officer. .called. .the Master of the faculties. 1662 Bs. Cov, 
Prayer, Ord. Deacons Pref., None shall be admitted a 
Deacon, except he be Twenty three years of age, unless he 
have a Faculty. 1712 Pripeaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 
75 The Bishop can grant Faculties for the building. .of them. 
1843 Act 6-7 Vict. c. go § 8 The Master of the Faculties. . 
is hereby..empowered to issue Commissions [etc.]. 1857 
Froupe Short Stud., Monast. (1867) 282 An abbot able 
to purchase. .a faculty to confer holy orders. 1869 T77es 
16 Mar. 12/4 This was an application .. for a faculty or 
license to make some alterations in the interior of the 
church, 1872 Puittimore Blunt's Church Law w. i. 263 
Private rights to particular seats, conferred bya faculty, z.e. 
alicense from the ordinary. 1885 MozLry Nemin. II. lxxv. 
7o The faculties..did not assign pews to persons..but to 
persons and families residing in certain houses. 

IV. 12. attrib. a. (sense 11) as faculty-court, 
-office. wb. (sense 7) as faculty-place. @. (sense 10) 
as faculty-composition, -habits, -influence; also, 
faculty-pew, -seat, a pew or seat in a parish 
church appropriated to particular persons by a 
faculty: cf. sense 11; + faculty-tax, a property 
or income tax. 

1790 Burke /’7. Rev. Wks. V. 97 An wholly professional 
and *faculty composition, 1863 H. Cox Justit. 1. xi. 568 
The *Faculty Court, belonging to the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. 1790 Burke 47. Rev. Wks. V. 97 Professional and 
*faculty habits. 1791 Macxintosu Vind. Gall. Wks. 1846 
III. 64 This *‘ faculty influence’, as Mr. Burke chooses to 
phrase it, was not injuriously predominant. 1715 Kersey, 
*Faculty-office. 1881 Dict. Eng. Churchm. 354 All..pews 
other than *faculty pews in an ancient church are the com- 
mon property of the parish. 1682 PripEaux Le¢z¢, (Camden) 
123, I hope by this you are secured of a “faculty place. .and 
advise you to thinke of takeing your D's degree in laws as 
soon as you can. 1872 PHiLtimorE Blunt's Church Law. 
1, 263 marg., No jurisdiction in “faculty seats, 1766 //7s/. 
Europe in Ann. Reg. 45/2 Besides a *faculty-tax upon all 
personal estates. 1797 Burke Legic. Peace ili. Wks. VIII. 
356 Land and offices only excepted we raise no faculty tax, 

+ Fa‘cund, sd. Obs. Forms: 4-5 facound(e, 
facund(e, 5 faciund, faconde. [ad. F. faconde, 
semi-popular ad. L. facundia, {. facundus (see 
next).] Eloquence. 

21340 Hampote Psalter xi. 4 Paire facunde & paire skilles 
ere of baim self. 1393 Gowrr Conf. III. 85 Rhetorique, 
whose facounde Above all other is eloquent. ¢1400 Destr. 
Troy 3748 He was..of faciund full faire, fre of his speche. 
©1440 Secrees (E.E.T.S.)127 Pechastite of daniel, be ffaconde 
of ysae. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 346/4 The. .moste plenty- 
uous wysedome of facunde and spekyng. 

Facund (feekond, fakand), a. arch. Forms: 
4-5 facond(e, 4-6 facound(e, 6 facunde, 6- 
facund. [ME. faconde, facounde, ad. OF. facond, 
ad. L. facundus eloquent, f. farz to speak.] 

1. Eloquent ; also fig., said of beauty, etc. 

Pt es Cuaucer Parl, Foules 521 With facound voys 
seyde, ‘ Holde your tonges there’. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
230/t Martha was ryght facounde of speche. 1503 Hawes 





FADDIST. 


Examp. Virt. iv. 43 [They] were endued with facounde 
pulcrytude. 1530 Lynpesay Vest. Papyngo 710 Zour facunde 
wordis fair. 1586 Ferne Blaz, Gentrie 27 Poets and excel- 
lent musicions whose braines being not moysted with the 
iuyce of Bacchus..be nothinge plenty nor facund. 1610 
Chester's Tri. Joy’s Speech 89 ‘The powerfull tongue of 
facund Mercury. 1721-1800 in Battery. 1859 I. ‘l’ayior 
Logic in Theol, 179 if he learned and the facund Jerome. .is 
our authority. 

+ 2. Inspiring or promoting eloquence. Ods. 

rgor Douctas Pad. Hon. u. xl, The facund well and hill 
of Helicon. 

+ Facundate, v. Ods.-° [f. Facunp a. + 
-ATE3.] ¢vans. To make eloquent. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 1692-1732 in Cotes. 

+ Facundie, a. Ods. rare. [ad.L. facundia.] 
=FAacunp sd, 

1447 BoxenHam Seyntys (Roxb.) 167 For the facundye 


wych she oysyd there. 
Obs. [f. L. facundia (see 


+ Facwndious, a. 
Facunp sd.) + -ous. Cf. OF. facondieux.] Ot 


persons ; Gifted with fluent speech ; eloquent, glib. 
Of speech : Copious, fluent. 

1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. xv, Of speche ryght facundious. 
1503 Hawes Examp. Virt. Prol. 4 O prudent Gower in lan- 
gage..moost facundyous. 1534 WHITINTON 77lyes Offices 
II. (1540) 102 The crafte of eloquence. .[is] more facundyous. 
1606 WARNER 4/0), Eng. 408 Our facundious Fooles. 1656- 
81 in BLount Glossogr. 1721-66 in BaiLey. 

Hence + Facu'ndiously adv., eloquently. Oés. 

1509 Hawes Past, Pleas. 37 Yet Elocusion..The mater 
exorneth right well facundyously. 1624 Hrywoop Gumazk. 
11.75 Eloquentlie to speake, and facundiouslie to delate of 


that thing. 2 

+ Facuwndity. O%s. Also 6 facundite. [a. 
OF. facondité, ad. L.. faicunditat-em, f. facundus : 
see Facunp a. and -1ry.] Eloquence. 

1530 Patscr. Epist. 8 The naturall inclination .. unto 
eloquence and facundite. 1624 Hrywoop Gunazk. 1. 76 
Mercury..begets eloquence, facunditie, and elegancie of 
speech. a@1652 Brome Queen 1. vii, Upon my facundity, 
an elegant construction, 1773 J. Ross Fratricide (M&..) 
1. 739 Eve..reproaches him. . With suitable facundity. 

Facy (féi'si). Ods. exc. dial. [f. Facr sd. + -y.] 
Characterized by ‘ face’ ; insolent, impudent. 

1605 B. Jonson Volfone 11. ii, These. .facy, nasty. .rogues. 
1887 Dartincton Folk-sp. S. Chesh. 182, ‘1 should ha’ thowt 
nowt at doin’ summat for him if he hadnur ha’ bin so facy.’ 

Fad (feed), sb.1 dial. 

1825 Brockett Gloss. NV. C. Words 66 Fad, faud, a bundle 
of straw, twelve of which make a thrave. 1863 Rosson 
Bards of Tyne 135 Aw’ thowt aboot the fad o’ straw. 

Fad (feed), 56.2. [Etym. unknown; widely current 
in dialects (chiefly midland), and thence recently 
adopted in general use. Cf. next vb.] 

1. A crotchety rule of action ; a peculiar notion 
as to the right way of doing something; a pet 
project, esp. of social or political reform, to which 
exaggerated importance is attributed; in wider 
sense, a crotchet, hobby, ‘craze’. 

1834 Br. Fraser in Hughes Z2/e(1887) 14 Uncle need not 
fuss himself about the Doctor becoming a Bishop, as it is 
alla fad. 1867 TroLLore Chron. Barset 11. |xxxii. 363 She 
may take up some other fad now. 1881 Miss Brappon 
A sph. xxx, 339 The Engadine is the last fad of the moneyed 
classes, 1884 ///ust. Lond. News 22 Nov. 491/2 Sléijd..the 
last new ‘fad’. f 

2. A fussy, over-particular person. Only dal. 

1877 in V. WW. Linc, Gloss. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. 
Word-bk, 138 ‘Everybody toud me as I should never stop 
ooth sich a noud fad,’ 

3. Comb. fad-monger, one who deals in fads; 
fad-mongering ///. a. ; fad-mongery. 

1883 Sat. Rev. No. 1452. 238 Measures of the kind dear to 
the fadmonger. 1885 /é7d. 24 Jan, 104/2 The. asceticism 
dear to his fad-mongering friends, 1890 Guardian 1 Oct. 
1527/3 ‘ Fadmongery’ or ‘ faddism’ is..becoming..a ram- 
pant and ridiculous craze. 

Fad (feed), v. Chiefly dal. [Belongs to prec. 
sb. ; it is not certain which is the source of the 
other. Cf. Fiprap v.] zxtr. a. dial. (see quots.). 
b, nonce-use. To advocate ‘ fads’. 

1847 Hatuiwett, “ad, to be busy about trifles. 1879 
Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk. 138 ‘The poor owd 
Maister canna do much now—ony fad-about a bit.’ 1890 
Sat. Rev. 27 Sept. 383/2 We have..a warning against 
listening to faddists, fad they never so charmingly. 

Hence Fa‘dding ///. a. 

1864 /7%eld 28 May 383 To condemn us old hands as finical, 
prigeish, fadding. 

ad: see LANGFAD, Obs, Sc., long boat. 

Faddish (fe-dif), a. [f. Fan sé.2+-1su.] a. 
Of persons: Addicted or given to fads, whimsical. 
b, Of things: Of the nature of a fad. 

1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss., Fondish or Faddish, adj., 
shallow in point of intellect, whimsical. 188z Mrs. C. PraeD 
Policy & P. 11. 194 Never was there such a faddish creature. 
1891 A thenxum 31 Jan. 148/1 The faddish extremes of some 
composers, 

Hence Fa‘ddishness. 

1884 Pall MallG. 5 Dec. i If only they give up faddish- 
ness, 1889 Sat. Rev. 16 Feb, 184/2 Political faddishness. 

Faddism (feerdiz’m). [f. Fap 56.2 + -ism.] 
Fondness for fads; a disposition to pursue fads. 

1885 Sfectator 19 Sept. 1221 It will..annihilate faddism. 
1890 Guardian 1 Oct. 1527/3 *‘ Fadmongery’ or ‘ faddism’. 

Faddist (feedist). [f. as prec. + -1st.] One 
who has a fad ; one who indulges in fads, 


FADDITY. 


1883.54. Fames’s Gaz. 2t Apr. 4 The faddists will not be 
deterred by such a trifle as that. 1886 Sat. Rev. 3 Apr. 455 
He is a very fair specimen of the modern faddist Radical. 

Fa-ddity. [fas prec.+-1ry.] =Fan sd.2 1. 

1892 Sat. Kev. 23 Jan. 92/1 It is one of the many pet little 
faddities of this overweening sect. 

[Cf. Fan 


Faddle (fzd’l), v. Obs. exc. dial. 
v. and FONDLE, DANDLE, etc.]} 


1. trans. To make much of (a child), pet, caress. 

1688 Mirce Fy. Dict. 11 To faddle a Child, cavesser un 
Enfant. 1721-1800 in Bamey, 1881 
Words 144 * His mother had use to faddle him a deal.’ 

2. intr. ‘To trifle ; to toy; to play’ (J.). 

1755in JOHNSON. 1761 Mrs. F. SHerman Sidney Bidulph 
I. 204, 1 thought. . to have faddled away a good while longer. 
1879 Miss Jackson Shrofpsh. Word-bk., Faddle-after, to 
pay minute attention to a person, to be solicitous about— 
and complying with—fads..‘ Bessy’s a rar’ place up at the 
owd ’all; nuthin ’ardly to do but faddle-after the Missis’. 

Hence Fa‘ddler, one who faddles; Fa‘ddling 
Ppl. a., trifling, pettifogging. 

1883 J. W. Suerer At Home & in Ind. 8 It [the garden] 
was divided into faddling beds. 1884 PadZ MalZG. 30 Oct. 
s/t The critic who gratified Mr. Stevenson by calling him 
a ‘faddling hedonist’. 1888 Sat. Rev. 7 Jan. 19 It is to be 
hoped that it contains a much smaller percentage of faddlers. 

Faddle (fed’l), sd. dial. or collog. [f. prec. vb.] 

1. Nonsense, trifling ; usually FippLE-FADDLE. 

1850 in BamrorD Gloss. S. Lanc. 1892 Mrs. H. Warp 
D. Grieve 1. 26 Oh, is they? Then I spose books is faddle. 

2. (See quot.) 

1881 Evans Lecester Words, Faddle sb., a fanciful per- 
son ; either fastidious in trifles or devoted to some particular 
hobby. 

Faddom, obs. f. of l'aTHom. 

Faddy (feedi), a. (and sd.) Chiefly dal. and 
collog. {f. Fan sb. +-y.] 

1. Of persons and personal attributes : Occupied 
with fads, particular about trifles, crotchety. Of 
things : Of the nature of a fad, taken up as a fad. 

1824 Mrs. SHERWoop /Vaste Not 1. 11 She is so faddy. 
1885 Sat. Rev. 21 Feb. 238 The local sanitary official may 
be crotchety and ‘faddy’. 1885 Kendal Mercury 30 Jan. 
6/4 Such a faddy thing as the planting of trees at this place. 
1888 McCartuy & Praep Ladies’ Gallery II. vii. 112 
A faddy old book-collector. 

2. sb.=Fan sb.2 2. 

1887 G. R. Sims Mary Fane's Mem. 239 It’s bad enough 
to be under a real missus who is a faddy. 

Hence Fa‘ddiness. 

1865 Coruh. Mag. May 621 The extreme faddiness of the 
old falconers. 

+ Fade, sJ.! Ods. [f. the vb.] The action of 
the vb. Fapr. 

@1300 Cz27sor M. 23513 (Cott.) Frenscip par es, wit-vten 
fade [sc. in heuin]. 1775 Harris Philos. Arrangem. Wks. 
(1841) 302 [A slain hero and a flower just gathered have] the 
same drooping head, the same lifeless fade, the same relicts 
of a form that was once fair and flourishing. 

Fade (féid), 50.2 dial. [? f. Fave v.1] Mould 
(on cheese) ; oftener d/ue-, green-fade. 

1884 HoLLanp Chester Gloss., Green-Fade, blue mould in 
cheese. 1887 Dartincton Folk-speech S. Chesh., BlueSade. 

+ Fade, 50.3 Ols. Also6faid. a. A company 
of hunters. b. ? The leader of the hunt. 

1513 Douctas A’ nes iv. iii. 56 Quhen .. the rangis and 
the faid on breid Dynnis throw the gravis. 1536 BELLEN- 
DEN Croz. Scot. (1821) I. 205 Quhen the faid had brocht 
in the wolf afore the houndis, the skry arais, and ilk man 
went to his gam. 1567 Sempite /uclination of King in 
Ballates (1872) 2 The faid also rycht feitlie could he set. 
1606 Birnie Airk-Buriall (1833) 25 The formest [ship].. 
doth fuir before with lantern and flag, as fade whom the 
rest should follow. 

+ Fade, a. Ols. Also 4 fede, 5 fadde. 
[Etymology unknown; the senses assigned are 
somewhat uncertain, and perh. the examples do 


not all contain the same word.] 


1. Strong, doughty, brave, powerful. Also, of a 
thing: Great, large. 
c1320 Sir Tristr. 153 Pe kniztes pat wer fade, pai dede 


Ibid. 2474 In pat forest fede ‘Tristrem 
hodain gan chast. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 149 He ferde 
as freke were fade. a1qoo Sir Perc. 616 Ther was no 
mane that durste hym lett, Thofe that he ware fadde. /d7d. 
1165 The childe sawe that he was fade. c1400 Rowland 
§ O. 1420 Full fele Sarazenes felle pay fade. 

2. ? Cruel, ? hostile. 

@1300 Cursor M. 24025 (Cott.) Pe folk pat was sa fade 
{v. x. fad] O clai pai kest at him pe clote, And laiked wit 
him sitisote. a x1400 S77 Perc. 1440 If I sle hym, or he me, 
That never 3it was fade? 

Fade (féid),a.2 Also 3 vad, 5 faed. fa. F. 
fade vapid, insipid, dull, faded ; according to M. 
Gaston Paris (Além. de la Soc. de Ling. I. 90) 
repr. L. vapidum (see Varin); cf. OF. rade :—L. 
vapidum, maussade :—L. male sapidum. 

‘The great difficulty is the anomalous representation of L. 
v by /; the apparent parallel in OF. /eéz (mod. ozs) :— 
vicem is questionable, the 7 in that case being prob. due to 
sentence-combination. The ordinary view that fade de- 
scends from L. /a¢z2nz foolish, also insipid (whence Pr. /atz 
fem, fade, in same senses), is inadmissible on phonological 
grounds; but it is possible that early confusion with this 
word may have given rise to the change of v into A. No 
OF. *vade has been found : if it existed it would explain the 
Eng. vade, var. of Fapr v., which is otherwise difficult to 
account for, as the Eng. dialects that have v for /usually 
retain fin Romanic words. Cf. Fr. dial. (Lyons) vadou 
(fem. vadozssz), repr. L. type *vapiddsum,] 

Vou. IV 


as rohand bade. 


Evans Leicester | 
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+1. Of colour, etc.: Dull, pale, wan, sombre. 
Obs. exc. arch. 

c12z90 S, Eng. Leg. I. 318/672 Of fade [ZS. Har, No. 
2277 vad] colur of hard huyde. c1350 W7l2. Palerne 891 
pi faire hewe is al fade. 1393 Gower Conf I. 173 The 
nettle.. maketh hem [roses] fade and pale of hewe. c1399 
Pol. Poenis (1859) Il. 7 The day is gone, the nygth is derk 
and fade, c¢1430 Syz Gener. 1288 With angry hert and 
colour fade. c1460 Towneley Myst. 225 Thyn een .. lost 
thay have thare light And wax alle faed in fere. c 1300 Blow- 
bol’s Test. 23 in Hazl. Z, P. P.1.93 His evy countenaunces 
and his colour fade. 1854 Syp. Dopett alder xxiii. 127 
Tears Grow in the fade eyes of the relict world. 

+2. Faded, feeble, languishing, withered. Ods. 

1303 R. Brunne Hand. Synne 3220 Proude wymmen.. 
pat are so foule and fade, That make hem feyrere than God 
hem made Wypb oblaunchere. 13.. Leg. Rood (1871) 66 
Pare groued neuer gres, ne neuer sall, Bot euermore be.. 
falow, and fade. 1388 Wyciir Zcclus. xi. 12 Ther is a 
man fade. 1540-54 Croke Ps. (Percy Soc.) 30 All ben 
cleane put out of place That my sowle trobled, and ben 
fade. 1613-31 Primer Our Lady 18 Our sence here fraile 
and fade. 1752 BerKeLey Thoughts on Tarwater Wks. 
1871 III. 493 ‘Tar-water.. may extract .. from the clay a 
fade sweetishness. 

|| 3. [mod.F. fade (fad).] That has lost taste; 
insipid, commonplace, uninteresting. 

Some of the early instances may be the Eng. word in fig. 
use of 2. 

1715 M. Davies Athen. Brit. 1. 195 Fade and unsavoury 
Anglo-saxon turns of thinking and speaking. 1775 Mab. 
D’Arstay Larly Diary 3 Apr.. Mr. Nesbit ..is a youn 
maninfinitely fade. 1813 Mar. Epcrwortu Patron. Ges) 
I. xvi. 261 Simplicity had something too fade in it to suit 
his taste. 1824 Westm. Rev. 1. 556 A picture at once 
crude, coarse, and fade [sic]. 1834 Yraser’s Mag. X. 102 
A fade and vapid style of set-speech compliment. 1862 
Athenzxumnt 25 Oct. 527 Mrs. Opie[’s] fade and feeble senti- 
mentality. 

Hence Fa'deness, Ods. rare—1. The quality or 
state of being ‘fade’; want of vivacity, dullness. 

1837 Hraser's Mag. XVI. 550 Emily..was a blonde. .yet 
had she none of the fadeness so common to such a com- 
plexion. 

Fade (fzid), v1 Forms: a. 4-5 fade(n, (4 
fate), 5-6 faid(e, 6 feid, 4- fade; 8. 5-6 vade. 
[a. OF. fade-r, f. fade FADE a2] 

1. zntr. Of a flower, plant, etc.: To lose fresh- 
ness and vigour; to droop, wither. 

a. 1340 Hampotr Px. Conse. 697 For a flour bat semes fayre 
and bright Thurgh stormes fades. c¢ 1465 12 Le?t. 45 in Pol. 
Rel. §& L. Poents\1866) 2 An R for the Rose pat is fresche 
and wol nat fade. 1578 Gude §& G. Ball. (1868) 83 Lyke the 
widderit hay sone sall they faid. 1610 Niccots Winter 
Night (cont. Mirr. Mag.) 556 The barren fields, which 
whilome flower’d as they would neuer fade. 1667 Mitton 
P. L.m. 360 Elisian Flours. .that never fade. 1704 Pore 
Autumn 29 Ye trees that fade when autumn-heats remove. 
Lbid. 69 The garlands fade, the vows are worn away. 1859 
Tennyson Lotis-eaters 82 The flower..Ripens and fades, 
and falls. 

B. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn liv. 212 Life began to 
vade. 1578 Lyte Dodoens vy. \xxix. 648 The leaves. .do not 
vade and perish. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Timm. 613/1 
The state of this worlde. .is flitting, and euer vading. 1597 
Gerarp Herbal 1. xxxii. § 2 (1598) 43 When the flowers be 
vaded, then followe the seedes. 

jig. c1400 Rom, Rose 354 Faded was al hir beaute. 
1500-20 Dunzpar Contemplatioun iv, Thy youth, Sall feid 
as dois the somer flouris. 1658 Wzcholas Papers (Camden) 
II. 26x Our expectation of the breach betweene the crowne 
of France and Cromwell..is fadinge. 1696 Tate & Bravy 
Ps, xvi. 1x And Joys that never fade. 1828 Mrs. Hemans 
Graves Household 23 She faded ’midst Italian flowers. 1878 
B. Taytor Deukalion ui. iii, Honors fade unworn. 

+2. To grow small or weak ; to decline, decay, 
fail, or faint; to shrink. /¢. and fg. Ods. 

1388 Wyc.ir Josh. xviii. 3 How longe faden 3e bi cowar- 
dise. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xi. iii. (1495) 443 A 
manere ryuer that .. fadyth in drye weder. c1450 in Pod. 
Rel. & L. Poenzs (1866) 114 Pou art p* lufe pat neuere sal 
fade. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 6b, The heuenly 
rychesse, that neuer shall fade ne fayle. 1529 More Com/f 
agst. Tri. 1. Wks. 1212 The faith shalbe at that tyme so 
far faded, that [etc.]. 1585 ap B. tr. P. Viret’s Sch, Beastes 
Cb, With the touch thereof [poyson] her heare, her eares, 
and nose, did fade. 

+3. ¢vans. To weaken; to deprive of freshness 
or vigour; to corrupt, taint. Ods. 

c1400 Test. Love 1. (1560) 272/2 Ne death, ne no manner 
travayle hath no power myne heart so much to fade. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 9188 A ffrele woman me fades. c 1425 Wyn- 
TOUN Cron, VII. i. 69 Set bow hawe fadyt pi Lawte. c 1440 
York Myst. i. 132 Sum ar fallen into fylthe bat evermore 
sall fade bam. 1775 [see Fapep AZ. a.]. 

4. intr. Of colour, light, or any object possessing 
these qualities: To lose brightness or brilliance ; 
to grow dim, faint, or pale. Also with away. 

a, {1303 R. Brunne Hand. Synne 9295 Hys wrytyng was 
alle to-fade.] 13.. Pear?(Gollancz) lxxxvii. 6 A parfyt perle 
pat neuer fatez. 1393 Gowrr Cozf. III. 109 The mone is 
somedele faded. a 1400-50 Alexander 5309 ‘Qui fadis so pi 
faire hew?’ said pe faire lady. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. 
vi, When the day gan faide. 1483 Act 1 Rich. II, c. 8 
Preamb., The Colours made with the which Orchell. .faden 
away. c1600 Snaxs. Sonn. xviii, Thy eternal summer 
shall not fade. 1718 Hreethinker No. 63. 53 The strongest 
Colouring will fade. 1783-94 Braker Songs [nnoc., Nurse's 
Song 13 Go and play till the light fades away. 1801 
Soutury Thalaba xu.xv, Dimmer now it [the flame] fades, 
and now is quench’d. 1860 TynpaLt Glac. 1. xi, 74 Light 
.. deepening at one extremity into red, and fading at the 
other into a pure ethereal hue. 

B 1471 Riptey Cowrp. Alch. Pref. in Ashm, (1652) 127 Colour 
whych wyll not vade. 





FADGE. 


Jig. 1792 Rocrers Pleas. Mem. 1, 88 When nature fades 
and life forgets to charm. 1836 Emerson Naz., Prospects 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 172 When the fact is seen under the light 
of an idea, the gaudy fable fades. 1876 E. MELLor Priesth. 
v. 208 The old Dispensation faded away in the dawning 
light of the New. 

5. ¢rans. +a. To lose brilliancy of (colour). 
Obs. b. To cause to lose colour; to dim, dull, 
wither. Now sare. 

1559 Cavite in Baldwin's Mirrour for Magistrates (1563) 
B iv a, The fresshest colours sconest fade the hue. 1598 
Marston Pygmzal. iv. 154 So haue I seen the march wind 
striue to fade The fairest hewe that Art, or Nature made. 
1658 Drypen O. Cromwell xv, No winter could his laurels 
fade. 1744 E, Heywoop Female Spectator (1748) 1. 272 Ill- 
nature. .swells the lip, fades the complexion, contracts the 
brow. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 587 To brighten or 
fade their colours. 1839 LoNGFELLow Hyferion Prose Wks. 
(1886) II. 1. iii. 81 The early autumn gives to the summer 
leaves a warmer glow, yet fades them not. 1864 N. Haw- 
THORNE Grimshawe's Secret xi. (1883) 133 Tapestry, or 
carpet..still retaining much of the ancient colors, where 
there was no visible sunshine to fade them. 

6. zntr. To pass away or disappear gradually ; 
vanish, die out. Also with away. 

o. 1590 SPENSER /*. Q.1. vy. 15 He stands amazed how he 
thence should fade. 1610 SHaxs. Temp. 1v. i. 155 Like 
this insubstantiall Pageant faded. 1797 Mrs. RapcLirFe 
Italian vii, And fades, as if into air, at my approach, 1820 
W. Irvine Sketch Bk, 1. 11, I saw the last blue line of my 
native land fade away. 1848 Macauray Hist. Eng. I. 134 
Religious animosity. .would of itself fadeaway. 1856 KANE 
Arct, Hafl, I. vii. 68 Headland after headland. .until they 
faded into the mysterious North. 1876 E. MettorPriesth. vi. 
279 Other persons and things might fade from their memory. 

B. 1538 Starkey L7gland 1. ii. 35 Thys bodyly wele wyl 
sone vade and vanysch away. 1548 Hatt Chron. 117 The 
glory of thenglishemen..began..to decay, and vade awaie 
in Fraunce. a@1585 J. Poirot in Pagitt Heresiogr. (1648) 
43 To my great griefe it [a vision] vaded away. : 

b. humorously ¢vansf. To vanish mysteriously. 

1848 THackerAy Van. Fair |x. 540 Florence Scape, Fanny 
Scape and their mother faded away to Boulogne. 

te. trans, (causatively). Obs. 

1787 Mirror 295 Those lineaments which time .. had al- 
most faded away from her remembrance. 

+ Fade, v.2 Obs. rare. [OK fadian:—WGer. 
type *fadéjan, f. *fada (OHG. vata) state, condi- 
tion; cf. OHG. keunvatin to discompose, con- 
found.] ¢rans. To dispose, suit, arrange. 

ceroz0 Laws of Cnut, Eccl. xix, And word and weorc 
freonda gehwylc fadize mid rihte. c1400 Sowdone Bab, 678 
He and his sone Sir Ferumbras Here goddis of golde dide 
fade. c1475 Partenay Prol. 164, I ..my witte shal put to 
fade In-to other fourme. 

Fade, v.° dal. ‘To dance from town to coun- 
try’ (W. Cornw. Gloss.). 

1846. Sfec. Cornish Dial. 19 A passel of maidens. .begin’d 
for. .to fade so friskis. ° 

Fade, obs. Sc. form of Frup sé.2 


+ Fa‘deable, a. Obs. [f. Fapn v.! + -anie.] 
Liable to fade. 

1633 T. ADAms Ef. 2 Peter iil. (1865) 884 Neither Christ’s 
honour nor our thankfulness are fadeable things. 

Faded (féi-déd), pf/. a. [f. as prec. + -ED1.] 
That has lost its freshness and vigour; withered, 


decayed, worn out. 

1880 Baret A/v. F 16 Withered, faded, faccidus. 1895 
SPENSER Colin Clout 27 The fields with faded flowers did 
seem to mourne. 1667 Mitton ?. ZL. 1. 602 Care Sat on his 
faded cheek. 1725 Pore Odyss. xx. 64 Her [Nature’s] 
faded powers with balmy rest renew. 1775 T. PErcivar 
Philos., Med. § Exp. / ss.(1776) I11. 223 Like faded cheese. 
1797 Mrs. Rapcurre /talian xxxi. (1824) 705 The condition 
of Vivaldi, his faded appearance .. were [etc.]. 1820 KEats 
Hyferion 1.90 Old Saturn lifted up His faded eyes. 1860 
Farrar Ovig, Lang. vi, 116 Every language is a dictionary 
of faded metaphors. 1874 GREEN Short Hist. iv.177 The 
faded glories of Arthur’s Court. 1892 Dazly News 8 Sept. 
6/4 That unenviable cognomen of faded flowers. 

Hence Fa‘dedly adv. 

18.. Dickens (Webster), A dull room fadedly furnished. 

Fadeless (féidlés), a. [f. Fapr v. + -LESs.] 
That is exempt from fading or decay; unfading. 

1652 Bentowes T%eoph. v1. xx, Flow’rs.. Which into fade- 
less colours flow. c1722 Warts Relig. Fuv., Ode Death Sir 
T. Abney, Come dress the bed with fadeless flowers. 1796 
CoterinGE Jo ¥. Cottle, May your fame fadeless live! 1852 
D. M. Morr Leg. St. Rosalie Poet. Wks. I]. 79 Paradise, 
Where all is fadeless. 1854 H. Mitter Sch. § Sch7z. xvi. 
(1860) 177 A deathless, fadeless ray. 

Hence Fa‘delessly adv. 

1861 H. Macmittan Footn. Page Nat. 189 The robe of 
nature is yet fadelessly green. 1880 L. WALLAcE Ben-Hur 
121 Judah gave each..a last look .. as if to possess himself 
of the scene fadelessly. 

Fader, obs. and dial. f. of Farner. 

Fadge (fed), sb.1 déal. and techn, [Etymo- 
logy uncertain : it is not clear whether the word is 
connected with Fapcr v. Cf. OF. fazs bundle 
(mod.F. fazx burden).] A bundle of leather, 


sticks, wool, etc.; a bale of goods. 

1588 Wills § Inv. N.C. (Surtees) II. 180 Three hundrethe 
and threttene fadges of lynte. 1596 /ézd. 263 One hun. 
dredthe nynty and one fadgs, or bundels, of lynt. 1808 
Jamieson, Fadge, a bundle of sticks. 1858 Simmonps Dic?. 
Trade, Fadge,aname amongst leather sellers for a covering 
of undressed leather inclosing a bundle of patent or other 
valuable leather. 1882 Lamc. Gloss., Fadge, a burden, part 
of a horse’s load. 1883 A Znondbury Gloss., Fadge,a bundle 
of cloth, wool, &c. fitted into a pack-sheet and fastened with 
skewers. 3 


FADGE. 


Fadge (foedz), 54.2 Sc. 
flat loaf or bannock. 

a 1609 tr. /tex Camerari? ix. in Skene Reg. May. (1609) 
150b, All kindes of bread. .that is, ane fage [L. guachetusz] 
symmell, wastell..and bread of trayt. {The older text of the 
translation (Record ed.) omits the equivalent of guachetum.] 
1719 Ramsay Ep. Hamilton u. iti, A Glasgow capon and 
a fadge Ye thought a feast. a1774 Frercusson /armer's 
Ingle Poems (1845) 38 A crum O kebbuck whang’d and 
dainty fadge. 1808 in Jamieson. 1845 New Statist, Acc. 
Scot., Berwickshire 77 Cakes..of barley meal, baked to a 
great thickness and called fadges. 

Fadge, 56.3 dial. <A short fat individual. 

a1765 ‘Ld. Thomas §& Fair Annet’ viii. in Child Exg. § 
Se. Pop. Ball, (1885) ut. 1xxiii. 182/2, I sall hae nothing to 
mysell Bot a fat fadge by the fyre. 1876 in C. C. Ropinson 
Mid-Yorksh. Gloss. 

Fadge, sé.4 slang. A farthing. 
1789 G. Parker Life's Painter xv. 161. 
Vaux Flash Dict. 1873 in Slang Dict. 157. 
Fadge (fedz), v. Also 6-7 fadg, fagge. 
{Etymology unknown : first found late in 16th ec. 
The various uses of the word are substantially identical 
with those of the older Fay v. (:—OE. /é3a), of which, 
however, it can neither be a variant nor a derivative by any 
Known process. Possibly it may have been a new type 
formed unconsciously on the suggestion of fay and some 
word ending in -dge. Cf. Fapce sé.!. The close corre- 
ange of the senses with those of Cotton v.! is remark- 

able.] 

+1. zntr. Of things: To fit, suit, be suitable. 
Const. dat. or to. Also, to agree, fit in wth (a 
thing) ; to agree, go down wth (a person). Obs. 

1578 WHETSTONE Promos & Cass. Pt, 1. v. v, In good 
soothe, Sir, this match fadged frim. 1599 Marston Sco. 
Villanie 1. i. 172 How ill his shape with inward forme doth 
fadge. a1618 Sytvester List. i. 40 Ill, mee seems, that 
Cognizance doth fadge To such a Coate. c 1622 FLETCHER 
Love's Cure i, ii, These clothes will never fadge with me. 
a 1661 Futcer HWorthies tv. (1662) 12 The Study of the Law 
did not fadge well with him. 1670 W. Simpson //ydrol. Ess. 
43 You do not..make it fadge to your purpose. 1681 W. 
Rosertson PAraseol. Gen. (1693) 708 Let men avoid what 
fadgeth not with their stomachs. 1711 Brit. Apollo. 1V. 2/1 
Your Rhimes ne’er will Fadge With us. 

4+ 2. Of persons: To do with, put up with (a 
thing) ; to agree, ‘hit it’, rub on (with a person), 

1392 NasHe Strange Newes F ij, A new kind of quicke 
fight, which your. .slow-moving capacitie cannot fadge with. 
r60r Deacon & Wacker Sfirits §& Divels 163 The Exorcist 
..faggeth with me now. 1604 #7. Bacon's Proph. 123 in 
Hazl. £. P. P. 1V. 272 The merry Crew, That with no 
drinke coulde fadge, But where the fat they knew. 1639 
Sir J. Lenxe in Alem. Verney Fam. (1892) 1. 209 Mistress 
ffaulkner and my lady do fadge. 1643 Mitton Divorce 
Pref., They shall..be made, spight of antipathy to fadge 
together. 1678 Butter H/7d. 11. ii. 25 When they thriv'd, 
they never fadg’d, But only by the ears engag’d. 

+b. To be content or willing, agree, ‘make up 
one’s mind’ ¢o do something. Ods. 

1s9z Warner 4/0, Eng. vil. xl. (1612) 195 For it did many 
fadge to ight. 1644 Quartes Sheph. Orac. vii, My rambling 
flocks weald never fadge to stay Within my pastures. 1655 
Gurnatt Chr. i Arm, Vv. (1669) 20/1 If you cannot love 
naked truth, you will not fadge to go naked for truth. 

3. dvans. + To fit (the parts of) zogether (obs.). 
Also, 70 fudge up: to fit up, piece together. rare. 
Cf. FupeGE v. 

1674 N. Fairrax Bulk § Selv.75 The Watch thus fadg’d 
together. 1863 Mrs. Wuitney /arth Gartney iv. 28 Frocks 
‘fadged up’ out of old faded breadths of her mistress’s 
dresses. 

+4. zntr. To fit in with or suit the surround- 
ings; hence to get on, succeed, thrive. Of an 
event: To come off. Often with indef. subject, 
Lt, that, this, matters, things, etc. Lt wot fadge: 
it won’t act. Ods. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bh. (Camden) 142 Nothing fadgith, 
that with them is at variaunce. 1589 WarNER Add. Lng. vi. 
xxix. (1612) 145 If gold but lacke in graines, the wedding 
fadgeth not. 1608 Merry Devil Edmonton in Hazl. Dods- 
ley X. 230 You see how matters fadge. 1615 G. Sanpys 
Trav. 173 The Ethiopian Priest first enters (without 
whom, they say, the miracle will not fadge), 1639 FULLER 
Holy War vy. xy. (1647) 255 Why do our English merchants 
bodies fadge well enough in Southern aire? 1630 R. GentI- 
Lis Considerations 179 Wither the seed doth not fadge and 
take root there, or it turnes to poyson. 1675 WycHERLEY 
Country Wife w. iii. 45 Well, sir, how fadges the new de- 
sign? 1694 R. L’Esrrance Fables 44 The Fox..saw it 
would not fadge. 1809 Scort in Lockhart £7 (1839) III. 
195, I shall be impatient to hear how your matters fadge. 
1880 HV’. Cornwall Gloss. s.v., ‘That “ull never fadge.’ 

+5. Of persons: ‘To make things fit; hence, to 
get on, succeed. Odés, 

1611 CoTar. s.v. Mouddre, Let him that cannot fadge in 
one course, fall to another. 1630 J. T'avtor (Water P.) 
Unnat, Father Wks. 11. 136/2 He..saw that he could not 
fadge there [in Holland] according to his desire. 1789 
Cowrer Let, 6 June, We..have none but ourselves to de- 
pend on.. Well, we can fadge. 

6. To make one’s way ; to jog along ; to trudge. 
rare exc, dial. [Perh. a different word.] 

1658 R. Franck North. Mem. (1821) 266 From hence we 
fadg to Ferry-Brigs. 1855 Ropinson IW/itby Gloss. s.v., ‘He 
goes fadging along’. 1861 /’vaser’s Mag. Dec. 764 A man 
came fadging nimbly after me on a fresh ass, 1870 BARBER 
forness Folk 3 (Lanc. Gloss.\, 1..fadged away up Gams- 
well. 1876 C.C. Ronsinson A/id-Yorksh. Gloss. s.v., ‘Vhou 
fadges like an old horse,’ 

Hence Fadge sd. dial., a slow regular motion, 
a jog-trot. Also attrih. 

1873 Hartann Swaledale Gloss., Fadge-trot, a jog-trot. 


Also ?6 fage. A large 


1812 in J. H. 
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1877 Ross, etc. Holderness Gloss., Fadge, a jog-trot. 
in Dickinson Cumberid. Gloss. s.V. 

+ Fa‘dging, 7//. a. Obs. [f. as prec. + -1NG 2.] 
That fits, suits, etc.; well-matched. 

¢ 1611 Cuapman /diad xx. 194 He..much was joy’d that 
single strokes should try This fadging conflict. 

Fadgy (feedzi), a. dial. - [f. Fanar sb.2 + -y.] 
Corpulent, fat, unwieldy. 

1847-78 in HALLIWELL. 1877 in Ropinson Whitby Gloss. 

+ Fading, fa'dding, sd. Ods. [Etymology 
unknown; the Ir. feaddnz (fa‘don) pipe, whistle, 
has been suggested ; but cf. FADE v.38] The name 
of a dance, app. Irish. ‘ With a fading’ was the 
refrain of a popular song of an indecent character. 

1611 Beaum. & FL. Kut. Burning Pestle 11. v, 1 will have 
him dance Fading; Fading isa fine jig. 1611 Suaxs, Wit, 
T. 1v. iv. 195 He has the prettiest Loue-songs..with such 
delicate burthens of Dildo’s and Fadings. 1616 B. Jonson 
Epigr. xcvii, See you yond’ Motion? not the old fa-ding.. 

But one more rare. 1633 SuirLeEy Bird in a Cage Ww. i, 
Under her coats the Ball will be found, With a fading. 
1672 Jorpan Lond. Trt, 13 To the tune of—Witha Fadding. 

Fading (féi-din), v0/. sb. [f. Fann v.1 +-1ne!,] 
The action of the vb. FapxE; also, the period of 
decay. fading out: a gradual dying out. 

1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 178 The fading of our dayes. 
1617 Hirron Is. Il. 233 Persons .. discontinuing their 
attendance herein. . presently manifest a kind of slaking and 
fading in good duties. 1709 STEELE Jatler No. 95 P 1 
That fading in her Countenance. 1875 WuitNEy Life Lang. 
v.90 We may call it an attenuation, a fading-out. 

Fading (féi-din), sf. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 
That fades, in various senses of the vb. 

1535 CovERDALE /sa. xxviii. 1 The faydinge floure. 1576 
Freminc Panopl. Epist. 364 Vadeing shadowes. 1655 
Fuivier Ch. Hist. 1. iv. § 5 Wonder not that he..should 
wish for fading Water. 1658 T.Goopwin Fair Prospect 37 
Like a cupboard of glasses, fair to the eye, but very brittle 
and fading. 1690 Locke //2m. Und. 11. x. (1695) 71 The 
Pictures drawn in our Minds are laid in fading Colours. 
1804 J. GraHAME Sabbath 5 The fading flowers, That 
yester-morn bloom’d waving in the breeze. 1860 ‘T'yNDALL 
Glac, 1. vii. 57 The fading light warned me that it was time 
to return. . 2A 

b. Bot. Of the petals: Withering before fertiliza- 
tion is completed. 

1776 WitHErinG Brit. Plants (1796) I. 318 Petals. .per- 
manent, but fading, 

Hence Fa‘dingly adv., Fa‘dingness, tendency 
to fade. 

1838 Zait’s Mag. V. 36 The cold moonshine fadingly 
struggled. 18..% Keats 7o—— Poems (1889) 346 Do not 
look so sad..and fadingly. 1654 W. Monracu Devort Ess. 
xi. § 3 Beautie, the fadingness whereof is the great detector 
of our frailtie. 1735 Dict. Polygraphicum, Hadingness is 
represented in painting, by a lady clad in green [etc.]. 

Fadme, -om, etc., obs. ff. Farnom. 

+ Fadoo'dle. 02s. vare—'. Something foolish 
or ridiculous ; nonsense. 

a 1670 Hacket Adp. Williams 11. (1692) 131 When all the 
stuff in the letters are scann’d, what fadoodles are brought 
to light, 

Fady (féidi), a. [f. Fapr v. +-¥ 1.] Tending 
to fade, shading off by degrees into a paler hue. 

1730-6 in Bartey (folio). ¢x750 SHENSTONE Rivin'd Abbey 
180 The vivid vermeil left his fady cheek. 1763 — Zss. 
105 Planted. .with yew-trees, then firs, then with trees more 
and more fady. 1775 in Asu; and in later Dicts. 

Fae, Sc. var. of For. 

Fecal (f7kal), a. Also 7-9 fecal. [f. L. 
Jiec-em, fex, dregs +-AL. Cf. F. fécal.] Belonging 
to or of the nature of feeces, characterized by the 
presence of faeces, as in fwcal abscess, fistula, tumour. 

1541 R. CorLanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., Lytell celles, 
wherin the fecall mater taketh forme. 1623 Hart Avvaigum. 
Ur. 1. ii. 6 Easilier to expell the fecall excrements. 1730-6 
Baixey (folio), “zcal Matter. 1775 Nourse in Phil. Trans. 
LXVI. 438 The fecal discharge lessened daily. 1872 
Huxey PAys, vi. 155 The characteristic feecal odour and 
colour. 1878 T, Bryant Pract. Surg. 1. 2 An abdominal 
tumour may be. .faecal. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fistula, fecal, 
an abdominal fistula opening into an intestine. 

+ Feea‘lity. In 7 fecality. [f. prec. + -1ry.] 
concr. Feecal matter. 

1653 Urqunart Ladelais i. iv. 23 O the fair fecality where- 
with she swelled. te 

Fecaloid (f7kaloid), a. 
Resembling feeces. 

1882 Quain Dict. Med. (Intestinal Obstruction 739), The 
vomit is..feecaloid in appearance and odour, 

+ Feca‘tion. Ods. [f. next +-aTton.] 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fecation..a term in the older chemis- 
try for the separation of a deposit from a fluid. 

Feeces (f7's7z), sb. fl. Forms: 5-8 feces, -is, 
6 fecies, fesses, (8 feeces), 7- feces. [a. L. 
feces pl. of fux dregs.] 

1. Sediment ; dregs, lees, subsidence, refuse. 

1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 1. 4 Rotun fecis of wiyn. 1527 
Anpvrew Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters Bvij, Euery water 
shold be cast upon his owne feces. 1594 PLat Yewell-ho. 
u. 40 The Lee or faeces of y* best sallet oyle. 1655 CuL- 
PEPPER Xt iverius 1. ii. 13 The fecies or residents of the Powder 
in the bottom, 1742 Lond. § Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 73 
‘The Faces or Sediment which causes the Fermentation to 
be fierce or mild. 18rr A. ‘T. THomson Lond. Disf. (1818) 
524 Set apart the liquor, that the faeces. .may subside. 

2. Waste matter that is discharged from the 
bowels; excrement. 

1639 Beaumont & Fietcuer JZ. Thomas u. iii Do you 
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[f. as prec. + -orp.] 
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mark the faeces? "Tis a most pestilent contagious fever. 

1732 ArsuTHNOT Rules of Diet 293 If there be any Acri- 
mony in the Faces. 1748 Hartitey Odserv. Man 1. i. 96 
The Impressions which the Aliment, Bile, and Faces, make 
upon the villous Coat. 1802 Aled. Frn/. VIII. 369 ‘The ex- 
pulsion of the faeces. 1872 Huxtey PAys. vi. 139 ‘The residue 

. leaves the body as the faeces, 

+ Feecical, a. Obs. [f. L. fwec-es+-10+-a.] 
= FACAL. 

1594 Piat Fewell-ho. u. 35 Hee..did .. also make good 
vineger the facicall parte of thereof. /d7d. 111. 10 Fecicall. 

Fecula, fecula (feki/la). Pl. -w. [a. L. 
Jecula crust of wine, dim, of fax: see Faces. 
Cf. F. féczule. 

The spelling fecuZa is now the more common, but is not 
in accordance with analogy, as L. words not anglicized in 
termination ordinarily retain their original spelling.] 

1. ‘ The sediment or lees which subsides from the 
infusion of many vegetable substances, es. applied 
to starch’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884).  Amylaceous 
fecula: starch. Green fecula (Fr. fécule verte): 
see quot. 1800. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compit. v. 146 It is better to use 
the powder of the root [of Pzeony] than the feecula. 1791 
Hamitton Berthollet’s Dyeing I. 1. u. ii. 76 The fecula 
remaining on the filter he compared to .. Carolina indigo. 
1800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. 11. 258 Green Fecula, is extracted 
from the juice of vegetables: this green colour is exceedingly 
fugitive. . The other kind, called Amylaceous Fecula, is in a 
great measure extracted from corn. 1810 Henry Lenz. 
Chem. (1840) II, 257 The fecula. .is not dissolved, but merely 
suspended mechanically. 1858 Carrenter Veg. Piiys. § 691 
The bulbs generally contain a large quantity of fecula. 

2. Sediment in general, dregs. szzg.and p/. rare. 

1816 J. Smitn Panorama Sc. & Art XI. 385 Astringent 
vegetables. .precipitate a fine black fecula from sulphate of 
iron. 1823 P. Nichorson Pract. Build. 411 Linseed oil.. 
is... filtered to free it from feculz. 

Feculence, -ency, -ent: see FErc-. 

Fecundity, obs. f. of Fecunpity. 

Faein, obs. f. of Farn. 

Faerie, faery (f2éri), 5d. (@.) arch. [A 
variant of Farry; it prob. existed in ME. (cf. OF. 
faerie), but its first known appearance is as em- 
ployed arch. by Spenser (usually as trisyllable). 
In present usage, it is practically a distinct word, 
adopted either to express Spenser’s peculiar modi- 
fication of the sense, or to exclude various un- 
poetical or undignified associations connected with 
the current form faz7y.] 

1, The realm or world of the fays or fairies; 
fairyland, fairydom (cf. Farry sd. 1). Usually, the 
imaginary world depicted in Spenser's faery 
Queene, the personages of which have little or no 
resemblance to the ‘ fairies’ of popular belief. 

1590 SpensER /. Q. 11. Introd. i, None that breatheth living 
aire does know Where is that happy land of Faery. 1818 
SHELLEY Rev. Zslam Ded. i, Some victor Knight of Faéry. 
1835 Wits Pencillings II. xlix. 80 A grass so verdant... 
that it seems the very floor of faéry. 1870 Morris Larthly 
Pay. 1.1. 554 Men dreaded there to see ‘The uncouth things 
of faérie. 

+2. =Fatry sd. 2. Obs. 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb. iv. 307 The feasts that ynder- 
ground the Faérie did him make. 

+ 3. =Farry sb. 4. Obs. 

1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. iv.15 The stout Faerie. . Thought all 
their glorie vaine. 1591 — 7 vars of Muses 31 The. .light- 
foote Faeries. 1634 Mitton Comws 436 No goblin or swart 
faery of the mine, Hath hurtful power o’er true virginity. 

4. attrib. passing into adj. (never in predicative 
use), with sense : Of or belonging to ‘faerie’, re- 
sembling fairyland, beautiful and unsubstantial, 


visionary, unreal. Also Comb., as faery-land, -tale ; 
Jaeryfair, -frail adjs. 

1590 SPENSER (/7#/e), The Faerie Queene. zd. 1. Introd. 
ii, Lay forth.. The antique rolles. .Of Faerie knights. /éid. 
ut. Introd. iv, Of faery lond yet if he more inquyre By cer- 
tein signes.. He may it find. 1598 Suaxs. AZerzy W tv. vi. 
20 To night at Hernes-Oke .. Must my sweet Nan present 
the Faerie-Queene. 1652 Brome Yoviall Crew iv. Wks. 
1873 III. 417 A House..built upon Faery-Ground. 1667 
Mitton P, L. 1. 781 Faerie Elves Whose Midnight Revels 
..some belated Peasant sees. 1804 Worpsw. 70 the Cuckoo 
viii, The Earth ., Again appears to be An unsubstantial 
faery place. 1820 Keats S¢. Agwes viii, Hoodwink’d with 
faery fancy. 1839 Hatram //7st. Lit. v. uu. § 89 The le- 
gends of Faeryland. 1868 Lp. Houcuron Select. fr. Whs. 
174 So faery-frail, so faery-fair. 1890 R. Brinces Shorter 
Poems 1. vy, To taste the faery cheer Of spirits in a dream. 

Fafell, var. of FAvEt, Ods. 

+ Fa‘file, v.. Ods. or dial. [Of echoic origin: 
cf. maffle; also dial. faff a puff of wind, fafto 
blow in sudden gusts.] a. To stutter or stammer ; 
to utter incoherent sounds. b. To saunter; to 
fumble. e. Ofa sail: To flap idly in the wind. 

1370 Levins Manip~. 9 To Fafile, balbutire. Ibid. 127 
Faffl. 1580 in Barer Ady. F. 19. 1781 in Hutton Tour 
to Caves Gloss, 1869 in Lonsdale Gloss. s. Vv. 

eee (feeg), 56.1 [f. the vb.] 

1. That which causes weariness ; hard work, toil, 
drudgery, fatigue. collog. 

1780 Map. D'ArsLay Diary § Lett. 13 Apr., This was my 
fag till after tea. 1798 Ne son Lef#z#. (1814) I]. 233 As no 
fleet has more fag than this, nothing but the .. greatest 
attention can keep them healthy. 1847 Mrs. CarLyLe Lett. 


11. 8 Not worth the fag of going and coming. 1860 Dixon 
Hist, Bacon x. §19 The fagand contest of the world. 
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2. In English public schools, a junior who per- 
forms certain duties for a senior. Also ¢vansf.a 
drudge. 

1785 R. CUMBERLAND Odserver xcv. § 3, I had the character 
at school of being the very best fag that ever came into it. 
1811 L. M. Hawkins C’tess § Gertr. I. 50 She .. finds her- 
self in the situation of ‘a fag’ at our public schools. 184x 
Macautay WW. Hastings Ess. (1851) 597 He [Hastings] hired 
Impey with a tart ora ball to act as fag. 1857 HucHes Tov 
Brown t. viii, The. .night-fags had left duty. 

transf. @1839 Prarp Poenzs (1864) II. 115 William Tag, 
Thalia’s most industrious fag. 1855 THackrray Mewcozes 
I. 171 The diminutive fag of the studio. 

3. attrib. as fag-day, -partner (cf. fagging partner 
under FAGGING fd. a.). 

1828 Arp in Blackw. Mag. Dec. 713/1_ A fag partner 
at whist when a better fourth hand is wanting. 1885 Pa// 
Mall G. 27 May 6/1 Far more exhausting than a fag day 
of five hours at Rugby. 

+ Fag (feg), 56.2 Ods. exc. in Comb. and dial. 
[See Fae z.] 

1. Something that hangs loose; a flap. In quot. 
attrib. See also FAG-END. 

1486 Bk, St. Albans Bja, The federis at the wynge next 
the body be calde the flagg or the fagg federis. 

=F AG-END in various senses. 

e1s80 J. Cuarpert W7d7 in Noake Worcestershire Relics 
(1877) 34 To his sister-in-law he [a clothier] leaves a ‘ fagg’ 
to make her a petticoat. .to Roger Massye..a white fagg to 
make him a coat. «1626 MippLeton Changeling ut. iii, 
To finish (as it were) and make the fagg Of all the Revels. 
1659 Futter Aff. /n7. [nnoc. 1. vi. 5, Lhave..presented the 
whole Cloath of his Book.. Length and Breadth, and List 
and Fag and all. 1775 Asn, “ag..the fringe at the end of 
a rope. 

3. dial. a. An odd strip of land. b. Odds and 
ends of pasture-grass. 

1880 Times 17 Sept. 8/5 The fags along the sides of the 
river are being irretrievably damaged. 1884 Lawson Upto 
Gloss., Fag, generally Old Fag, tufts of last year’s grass 
not eaten down. 

Fag (feeg), 56.3 [Etymology unknown; perh. 
senses I and 2 do not belong to the same word.]} 

1. A ‘knot’ in cloth. 

1464 Act. 4 Edw. JV, c.i, En cas que ascune autiel di- 
versite ou Rawe, Skawe, cokell ou fagge, aveigne destre en 
ascun part des ditz draps. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, 
fag ..a knot in cloth, 

2. A parasitic insect which infects sheep; a 

sheep-tick ; hence a disease of sheep. Also, sheep- 
Jag. dial. attrib. fag-water (see quot.). 
_ 1789 Projects in Aun. Reg. 7% Hippobosca ovina, called 
in Lincolnshire sheep faggs. 1877 V. W. Linc. Gloss., Sheep- 
Jag, a parasitic insect that infests the wool of sheep. 1886 
S. W. Linc. Gloss., Fag-water, water mixed with arsenic 
and soft-soap in which sheep are dipped to kill the ticks. 

Fag (feeg), v. [Of obscure etymology; the 
common view that it is a corruption of FLAG v. 
would satisfactorily account for the sense; see 
quot. 1486 in Fac 56.2 1, Cf. also Falk v.3] 

+1. intr. To flag, droop, decline (Z¢. and fig.) ; 
to fall off, swerve from, zxto. Obs, exc. dial. 

1530 PatsGr.543/1, I fagge from the trouthe (Lydgate) : this 
terme is nat in our comen use. 1563-87 Foxe 4. & JZ, (1596) 
to17/2 His handes fagged downward. 1624 Br. Hatt 7 rue 
Peace-maker 24 Woe be to those partiall Iudges. .the girdle 
of whose equitie faggs downe on that side where the purse 
hangs. 1639 Futter Holy War 202 Elective States. .often 
fagge aside into schismes and factions. 1708-11 G. Mac- 
KENZIE Lives (1722) III. 292 The Italian attacked him with 
such.. Eagerness, that he began to fag, having overacted 
himself. 1786 Harvest Rig in R. Chambers Pop, Poems 
Scot. (1862) 44 They never fag. 1878 Cusubrid, Gloss., Fag 
..to hang back. ; ; 

2. To do something that wearies one; to work 
hard ; to labour, strain, toil. 

1772 Map. D’Arsiay Zarly Diary Apr., All day I am 
fagging at business, 1794 Lp. Spencer in Ld. Auckland's 
Corr, III. 299 Arthur Paget, on whose account I am now 
fagging to Berlin. 1829 Scorr ¥rz/. 19 Mar., I fagged at 
my review on Ancient Scottish History. 18539 Dickens 7. 
Two Cities u. viii, The Marquis in his travelling carriage 
-.fagged up a steep hill. 1862 Sa¢. Rev. 8 Feb. 144 Like 
giving up a problem instead of fagging on till it is solved. 
1884 Lawson Uftox Gloss., Fag ..to pull hard as at a 
rope. 

. trans. To make (one) fatigued; to tire, weary. 
' Said of both persons and things. 

1826 Scotr $72. 9 Apr., I worked at..corvecting manu- 
seript, which fags me excessively. 1836 E, Howarp 
R. Reefer xxii, He would fag me desperately at cricket. 
1858 B’ness Bunsen in Hare Zz/ II]. iv. 235 Correcting 
the vast number of sheets that have come..has fagged him 
too much. 1879 Dixon Brit. Cyprus xxvii. 269 No one 
cares to fag himself with talk. 

4. In Public School phraseology. a. zzér. To 
be a fag, to act as a fag; to perform certain ser- 
vices for another. Zo fag out: to goas fag, esp. 
in cricket, to field, 

1806 J. Beresrorp A7iseries Hum, Life (ed. 3) 1. xv. 48 
Fagging for a niggardly glutton. 1857 T. Hucues Tov 
Browz i, viii, | won't fag except for the sixth. 1860 THAck- 
ERAY Round. Papers, On a Foke 8g The ground where 
you had to fag out on holidays. 1881 Macm, Mag. XLII. 
288/2 They must. .fag out at cricket. 

b. trans. To make a fag of; to compel to do 


. certain offices. 

1824 Soutuey in C. Southey Life & Corr, 1. 138 He was 
not high enough in the school to fag me. 1845 ALB, SMITH 
Fort. Scatterg. Fam, xvi, (1887) 53 He was fagged in the 
schoolroom during the hours that he was at the mercy of 
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his superior fellows. 1857 T. Hucues Tov Browz 1. viii, 
What right have the fifth-form boys to fag us? 1889 A. R. 
Hore in Boy's Owx Paper 699/2 He [the prefect] used to 
fag me to blow the chapel organ for him. 

5. Maut. (See quots.) Cf. Fag 56.2 

1841 Dana Seaman's Manual 104 A rope is fagged when 
the end is untwisted. 1867 Smyru Sazlor’s Word-bh. 285 
Frag out. .to wear out the end of a rope or end of canvas. 

6. slang. To beat. Obs. [? A distinct word; cf. 
FEAGUE. | 

az7joo B. H. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fag, to Beat. 
in Barrey (folio), 1847-78 in HavuiweEL. 

Fag (feg),v.2 dial. Also vag. 

1. trans. To cut corn with a sickle and a hooked 
stick; = Bae v.2 

1841 Grud. R. Agric. Soc. I. 1. 120 Six ridges. .being 
fagged or cut at the ground. 1854 /did. XV. 1. 213 Some 
farmers fag a large quantity of barley. 1875 in Parisw 
Sussex Gloss. s.v. 1888 Berksh. Gloss. s. v. Vag,‘ When the 
straa be long, vaggin’ wuts be better’n mawin’ on um.’ 

2. Comb., as fag-hook =fagging-hook. 

1878 Parisu Sussex Gloss., Fag-hook. 

Hence Fa‘gging v6/.56. Also attrib., as fagging- 
hook, -stick. 

1844 Frul. R, Agric. Soc. V.1. 28 Little fagging or bag- 
ging..is performed except in the vicinity of the metropolis. 
1854 /éid. XV, 1. 213 The straw is cut close to the ground 
with a fagging hook. 1881 Oxford Gloss. Supp. s.v., A 
hooked stick, called a faggin’ stick. 

+Fagald, faggald. Sc. Ods. 
form of Faacor.] <A faggot. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 615 Gret fagalds [ed. Skeat 
flaggatis] tharoff thai maid Gyrdyt with irne bands braid. 
¢1470 Henry Wadlace x1. 897 Full feill fagaldys in to the 
dyk thai cast. 1535 Stewart Crov. Scot. 11. 146 Congall.. 
Richt mony fagald all that nycht gart mak. 1829 Hocc 
Sheph, Cal. 11. 18 I’m sure ony o’ them’s worth a faggald 
of thee, r 

Fagarie, -ary, obs. ff. VAGARY. 

+ Fage, v. Obs. exc. dial. Also 4 faage, 5 
fagg, 9 dial. fadge. [Of unknown origin; not 
identical with FaDGE v.]} 

1. trans. To coax, flatter ; to beguile, soothe. 

1340 Cursor M. 7622 (Fairf.) Dauid come him to fage. 
a1400-50 Alexander 4669 For 3e bot fage ay pe flesche & 
felsen it wele. c1470 Harpine Chrox Lxyi. il, Such subtyll 
meane to fage the kyng he fande. 

2. absol. or intr. "To coax, flatter, toady; to speak 
coaxingly fo. 

c1380 Wycuir Servm. Sel. Wks. I. 44 It is manere of 
ypocritis..to fage and to speke pleasantli to men, but for 
yvel entent. 1382 — ¥xdg. xiv.15 Faage to thi man. ¢ 1430- 
Lypc. Bochas 1. xiii. (1554) 25 b, Women can flatter and 
fage. c1460 — Order of Fools 66 He that falsluy wul fage. 
1471 Riptey Comp, Alch, v. in Ashm. (1652) 159 The Fox 
can fagg and fayne. 1881 Evans Leicestersh. Gloss., Fadge, 
to ‘toady’, to play the parasite. 

Hence f Fa'ger, a flatterer; also Fa'ging v0/. sd. 


and ppl. a. Obs. exc. dial. 

1435 Misyn Fire of Love (E.E.T.S.) 20 Fagiars & bakbitars. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 120 A Fager, adulator. c1380 Wyc.Lir 
Sern. Sel. Wks. I. 56 Pei spaken fagynge words as ypocritis 
doen. Jéid. III. 175 Pis was a fagynge of be fendus childur. 
c1440 York Myst. xxx. 513 With-outen fagyng. c 1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 354 Sho broght him inne with faging 
wordes white. 1483 Cath. Angl. 120 A Fagynge, blandicia. 
Ibid., Fagynge, dlandus. 1883 Alinondbury Gloss., Hage- 
ing or Fagey, deceiving, flattering, soft-sawdering. 

+ Fa:ge, sd. Obs. [f. prec. vb.] The action of 
coaxing or deceiving; a deceit, fiction. 

1420 J. Pace Siege Rowen in Archezol. XXII. 370, I wille 
haue it withoute fage. c14s0 Lypc. Hist. Thebes, Hold it 
for no fage. 1692-1732 in Cotes. 1721 in Baltey. 

Fag-end (fe:gend). [f. Fac 54.2 + Enp.] 

1. The last part of a piece of cloth; the part that 
hangs loose, often of coarser texture than the rest. 

17z1-1800 in Baitey. 1778 Love Feast 21 Like base Fag- 
Ends will surely be cut off. 1809 Tomuin Law Dict. s.v. 
fag, The fag-end..where the weaver..works up the worst 
part of his materials. 1858 in Stmmonps Dict. Trade. 

b. Of a rope: An untwisted end. 

1775 in AsH. 1808 WHITBREAD Sf. 77 Ho. Commtons 22 
Jan., Sooner than have surrendered the fag end of a cotton 
rope to England. 1840 R. Dana Bef ALast. xxii. 66 There 
was no rust, no dirt..no fag ends of ropes. 

2. ¢ransf. The last part or remnant of anything, 
after the best has been used; the extreme end, 
é.g. of a portion of space or time, a collection of 


persons, a written composition, volume, etc. 

1613 R. Taitor Hog dost Pearl in Dodsley (1780) VI. 329 
There’s the fag-end of a leg of mutton. a1656 Br. Hatt 
Revelation Unrev. §1 Vhe fag-end of this last century. 
1677 Piror Os/fordsh. 5 Vhis wind was the fag-end of a 
Hurricane. a@1687 Cotton J/artiad 1. ii. (1695) 3 Where 
now a goodly terrace does extend..Was but the court’s fag 
and expiring end. 1691 Woop AZh. O.von, II. 174 The turn- 
ing out of the Fag-end of that Parliament. 1729 BerKeLry 
Skel. Serm. vi. Wks, 1V. 640 The first fruits. .to the devil, the 
fag-end, when faculty for good and evil is gone, to God. 
1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. Nj, The Fagg ends of a certain 
Lordship. 1765 Sterne 77. Shavdy (1802) VIII. xxxv. 199 
To be wove into the fag end of the eighth volume. 1844 
Dickens Mart. Chuz, xiii, To ..hum the fag-end of a song. 
1853 C. Bepe Verdant Green iv, The old Kidderminster 
carpet .. burnt into holes with the fag-ends of cigars. 1882 
Miss Brappvon JZ. Royal I. viii. 24x Vegetating at the 
fag-end of England. 


Fagged (fegd), Af/. a. [f. Fac v. + -Ep!.] 
+1. Flaccid, drooping. Ods. 


1578 Banister ///st. Aan v1. 88 They incontinent become 
slacke, narrow together, fagde, and shorter. 
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[Corrupt 





FAGGOT. 


2. Wearicd out, exc ssively fatigued. 

1780 Map. D’Arsray Diary § Lett. May, I felt horribly 
fagged. 1841 Catiin V. Amer. Ind. (1844) I. xlvii. 97 
Leave him fagged out by the way-side. 1862 Mrs. H. Woop 
Mrs. Hallib, 1. v. 25 You look thin and fagged. 1883 E. 
Penne_i-Etmuirst Cream Leicestersh. 300, 1 have seldom 
seen as many fagged faces as on Saturday. 

Fagger (fe'gai). [f Fac v. + -er1l.] One 
who fags. a. One whohas a junior boy as his fag 
at school. b. One who works hard. 

a. 1836 E. Howarp X. Reefer liv, I was the fagged, and 
not the fagger. 1885 Academy 6 June 393/3 It would 
be of some interest to ascertain his fagger’s name. 

b. 1833 W. Jowerr Mem. C. Neale (1835) 38 He had .. 
never been a hard fagger. 1843 /raser's Mag. XXVII. 45 
‘The hardest faggers and the hardest idlers. 

Faggery (fe'gori). [f. fac sd.1+-nry.] The 
system of fagging at public schools. 

1853 De Quincey A wtobiog. Sk. Wks. I, 207 Faggery was 
an abuse too venerable. .to be touched by profane hands. 


Fagging (fe'gin), vid. sb. [f. Fac v.+-1nel.] 
The action of the vb. Fac. 

1. The action of working hard or wearying one- 
self at something ; an instance of this, hard work. 


Also faggting about. 

1777 Map. D’Arsiay Early Diary (1889) u. 163 After all 
this fagging, Mr. Lowndes sent me word, that he. .could not 
think of printing it [the book]. 1837 Lockuarr Scott 
(1839) I. 194 The ordinary indoor fagging of the chamber in 
George’s Square. 1849 E. E. Napier Excurs. S. Africa 
II. 122 Hard knocks, hard fare, and hard fagging of every 
description. 1850 Mrs. CartyLe Ze?¢, II, 110, I had such 
a fagging about last year. 

2. slang. (See quot.) 

1775 Asu, Vagging, a beating or thumping. 

3. The system under which a junior boy acts as 
fag toa senior. Also aétrzb. 

1824 T. Mepwin Convers. Byron (1832) I. 77 Drury’s kind- 
ness..enabled me to bear..fagging. 1825 C. M. Westma- 
cort Lng. Spy J. 42 In no fear of fagging. 1825 S. R. in 
Hone Every-day Bk. 1. 1291 The fageing system was only 
to be tolerated. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scot. u. v. 
202 For elevating the tone of the School he made use of 
the sixth form and of fagging. 

Pagging (fe'gin), A//. a. 
That fags, in senses of the vb. 

1806 Surr Winter ix Lond. (ed. 3) 1. 20 An idle fagging 
partner, 1862 Mrs. H. Woop J/7s. Hallib. 1. v. 25 Mine is 
a fagging profession ! 

Faggot, fagot (fegit), sd Forms: 4 
faget(t, 4-6 faggott, 5 fagatt, -ot(t, 6 fagget, 
Sc. faggat, 4-fagot, 5— faggot. See also FAGALD. 
[a. Fr. fagot, of unknown origin; cf. It. fa(72)go¢to.] 

1. A bundle of sticks, twigs, or small branches of 
trees bound together: a. for use as fuel. 

a 1300 Cursor AT, 3164 (Cott.) Jong ysaac a fagett broght. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvit. cxlix. (1495) 703 Thornes 
..ben bounde in faggottes..and brent in ovens. 1478 Bury 
Wills (Camden) 77 ‘The price of the c fagots iijs vjd. 1578 
Gude & G. Ball, (x868) 92 As the flame burning quhair it 
can find The faggat. 1649 Buitue Eng. [niprov. Inipr. (1653) 
36 Thou must take good green Faggots. 1770 GoLpsm. Des. 
Vill. 133 To pick her wintry fagot from the thorn. 1821 
Crare Vill, ATinsty. J. 128 Goody begg’d a helping hand 
To heave her rotten faggot up. 1866 RocErs Agric. §& Prices 
I. xviii. 424 In all probability the fagot was of very various 
sizes. 

+b. Jl. for use in fascines. Ods. 

c1400 Sowdone Bab. 285 Fagotis to hewe..And fille the 
dikes faste anoon. 1548 Hatt Chron. 112 Castyng faggottes 
into the diches. 1603 Knortes Hist. Turks (1621) 1064 
[He] would oftentimes. .carrie a fagot.. before him. .for the 
raising of the mount. 1711 Appison Sfect. No. 165 P3 
The Black Prince. .filled a Ditch with Faggots as success- 
fully as the Generals of our Times do it with Fascines. 

2. With special reference to the practice of burn. 
ing heretics alive, esf. in phrase fire and faggot ; 
+ to fry a faggot, to be burnt alive; also, ¢o dcar, 
carry a faggot, as those did who renounced heresy. 


Hence fg. the punishment itself. 

@155s8 LATIMER Sev. §& Rem. (1845) 277 Running out of 
Germany for fear of the fagot. 1621 Be. Mountacu Dia- 
tribae 44 You deserued to fry a fagot. 1649 Br. Hate 
Cases Consc. 1. v. 274 Fagots were never ordained by 
the Apostle for arguments to confute hereticks. 1667 
Poor Dial. letw. Protest. §& Papist (1735) 101 You answer 
our Arguments with Fire and Faggot. 31721 Srrype Zcc/, 
Mem. I, viii. 86 He should go before the cross bare-headed 
..carrying a faggot on his shoulder. 1741-8 Warts /izprov. 
Mind 1. xiv. 195 Mitres or Faggots have been the Rewards 
of different Persons according as they pronounced these 
consecrated Syllables, or not pronounced them. 1808 J. 
Bartow Coluiib. 1v. 206 Racks, wheels and crosses, faggots, 
stakes and strings. 1868 J. H. Buunr Ref Ch. Eng. I. 85 
Wolsey caused them to carry a faggot to the fire.. Henry 
placed them in the midst of actual faggots. 1888 J. Gairp- 
NER in Dict. Nat. Biog. X111. 30/2 It is not easy to answer 
arguments in prison, with fire and faggots in the background. 

b. The embroidered figure of a faggot, which 
heretics who had recanted were obliged to wear 
on their sleeve, as an emblem of what they had 


merited. 

1706 in Puittips (ed. Kersey). 
Dict. - 

3. In wider sense. ta. A bundle or bunch in 
general, ¢.g. of rushes, herbs, etc. [os Fg IN 
‘bundle’, collection (of things not forming any 
genuine unity). 

1489 Caxton Maytes of A. 1. xiv. 38 Fagotis and bondellis 
of rede. 1545 BrinkLow Compl. 25 b, Yet must he..pryuyly 

3-2 


[f. Fac v. + -1NG 2.] 


1823 in Crass Technol. 


FAGGOT. 


beare a fagot of russhes in his chamber. 1555 Epen Decades 
5 They founde faggoties of the bones of mennes armes and 
legges, 1650 W. Crapock in Spurgeon Treas, Dav. Ps. 
Ixxxiii. 1 That he may..gather the wicked into one fagot.. 
that they may be destroyed together. 1741 Compl. Fam. 
Piece \. ii. 99 A little Faggot of Thyme, Savory, and 
Parsley. 1742 H. WALPOLE Corr. (ed. 3) I. xxxviii. 154 My 
faggot of compliments. 1782 in Baker Biogr, Dram. iil. 
(1812) 260 A faggot of utter improbabilities. 1854 EMERSON 
Lett. §& Soc. Aims, Quot. & Orig. Wks. (Bohn) IIL. 214 The 
psalms and liturgies of churches are..a fagot of selections. 

4. A bundle of iron or steel rods bound together. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VI/1, c. 14 Item for euery last of fag- 
gottes of yroniiii. s. 1640 in Entick Condon 11.181 Fora fag- 
got of steelo1d. 1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), Maggot of Steel 
(in Traffick) the Quantity of 120 Pound-Weight. 1721-1800 
in Bartey. 1825 J. Nicuorson Oferat. Mechanic 338 Vhis 
is termed a faggot [of iron], being about 12 or 14 inches 
long, and six inches square. 188x GREENER Gut 221 ‘The 
bars were then .. fastened into a faggot. 

5. (See quot. 1851.) 

1851 Mayuew Lond. Labour 11.227 He..made his supper 
..on ‘fagots’. This preparation.. is a sort of cake, roll or 
ball .. made of chopped liver and lights, mixed with gravy, 
and wrapped in pieces of pig’s caul. 1858 Sata Yourn. due 
North 308 The curious viands known in cheap pork-butchery 
--as Faggots. 1881 in Oxford Gloss. Supp. 

6. A term of abuse or contempt applied to a 
woman. dal. - 

1591 LopcE Catharos 4b, A filbert is better than a faggot, 
except it be an Athenian she handfull. 1840 BarHam 
Ingol. Leg., Grey Dolphin, ‘What's that you say, old fag- 
got?’ 1862 Mrs. H. Woop Mrs. Hallib. u. xxi, She.. 
struck at me, she did, the good-for-nothing faggot ! 

+7. A person temporarily hired to supply a de- 
ficiency at the muster, or on the roll of a company 
or regiment ; adummy. (ds. 

arjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Faggots, Men Muster’d 
for Souldiers, not yet Listed. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 105. 
4/t You may be some Faggot to pass at a Muster. 1755 
Mem. Capt. P. Drake V1. iii. 75 The Adjutants .. came to 
treat and settle with me about the Fagots (Men deficient of 
the Number of Workmen, ordered from each Regiment). 
1756 Lp. CHESTERFIELD Connoisseur cu, William, a Faggot 
in the First Regiment of Guards. 1802 in James AV/72. Dict. 

= FAGGOT VOTE. 

1817 Sir F. Burpert in Par7. Ded. 1368 These faggots.. 
returned the two members to the House of Commons. 1879 
Daily News 16 Apr. 6/6 He..had not the slightest doubt 
he would win, unless he were to be swamped by faggots. 
1884 7ruth 13 Mar. 374/r ‘The art of manufacturing fagots. 

9. In various occasional uses: (see quots.). 

1727 Brapiey fam. Dict. s.v.. Faggots of Oranges, 
Orange-Peels turn’d or par’d very thin, in order to be pre- 
serv'd. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk. 287 Fagot, a billet 
for stowing casks. 1880 2. Cornw. Gloss., Faggot..a secret 
and unworthy compromise. 

attrib. and Comb., as faggot-bearer, -boat, 
-flame, -maker, -making, -pile, -steel, -stick, -wood. 
Also, faggot-brief, a dummy brief (cf. 7) ; faggot- 
drain, a drain made by placing taggots at the 
bottom of a trench and then covering them with 
earth ; + faggot-spray, the refuse twigs, etc., left in 
making faggots; +faggot-waisted a., arranged 
in pleats like a bundle of sticks. Also Faceor- 
VOTE. 

e1515 Cocke Loredles B. (Percy Soc.) 11 With lollers, lor- 
daynes, and *fagot berers. 1616 Beaum. & FL. Scornfud 
Lady i. iil, If you’scape with life, and take a *faggot-boat. 
1859 Sata Vw. round Clock (1861) 97 The briefless ones. . 
pretend to pore over ‘*faggot’ briefs. 1819 Communic. 
Board Agric.245 Many of these *faggot-drains have failed. 
1842 Sir A. DE Vere Song of Faith 243 Turkish cimeters 
Not fiercelier bite than Christian *faggot-flame. 1584 R. 
Scotr Discov. Witcher. v.i.73 Vhree witches of great wealth 
.-assalted a *faggot-maker. 1822 ‘T. Mitcnety Avistoph. 
I. p. 1, Originally a faggot-maker, his mode of tying up 
bundles excited the attention of Democritus. 1826 Miss 
Mirrorp }7llage 2nd Ser. (1863) 408 Its long open sheds 
for broom and *faggot-making. J/ézd. 257 ‘The cart-shed 
--and the *faggot-pile. 1664 EveLyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 204 
Put some Rubbish of Lime-stones..*Faggot-spray, or the 
like, at the bottom of the Cases. 1831 J. Hottanp Manuf. 
Metal 1. 234 The article known among dealers by the 
appellation of “faggot steel. 1523 Ted/-Troth’s N. V. Gift 
13 Began to beelabour her .. with a *faggotstick. ax774 
Gotrsm. tr. Scarron’s Cont. Romance (1775) 11. 7 The 
maid followed puss, with a faggot-stick in her hand. 1581 
Ricu Farewel Mil. Prof, (1846) 218 Vheir dublettes some- 
tyme *faggot wasted above the navill; sometymes cowe- 
beallied belowe the flanckes. 1704 Codlect. Voy. (Church.) 
III. 727/2 Boats came. .to fetch *Faggot-wood. 

Faggot (feggt), v. [f. prec. Cf. Fr. fagoter.] 

1. trans. To make into a faggot or faggots; to 
bind up in or as in a faggot. Also, Zo faggot up. 

1598 Frorio, Affascinare ..to fagot. 1641 J. JAcKsoNn 
True Evang. 7.1. 33 Hermes..with his Wife, Children, 
and whole family. .were all faggotted together to make one 
great bone-fire. 1649 Buitue /xg. [iztprov. Impr.(1653) 162 
All their brush being faggoted into the Faggot. 1669 FLAvEL 
Husbandry Spiritualised (1832) 210 Growing amongst 
them that shall shortly be cut down and faggoted up for hell. 
r7zx R. Keiru tr. 7. @ Kempis’ Solil. Sou ii. 132 Then 
shall they be faggotted together in Bundles for the Fire, 
who were here Companions in Drunkenness. 1786 CowrEr 
Let. 8 May, The dunce..cut down and faggoted up the 
whole grove. 1857 Lanpor (¢/t/e) Dry Sticks Fagoted. 

b. ¢ransf. and fig. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. viii. § 5 Titles packed and 
fagotted vp together. 1685 Nord. Ball. V. 542 He.. 
faggotted his Notions as they fell, And if they rhim’d and 
rattled all was well. a@x7z2z Liste //usd. (1752) 173 The.. 
seeds are not..faggotted together with so strong an union. 
1784 Hare Vict. /aith 38 Vhings essentially and substan- 
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tially different, bundled and fagoted together for the occa- 
sion. 1882 Moztey Remin. I. lv. 352 [Newman] fagoted 
Hampden’s pamphlet..with several other scandals. .in the 
‘Foundations of the Faith Assailed’, ‘ 

+e. To bind (persons) in couples ; also, to bind 
hand and foot. Odés. 

1607 G. Witxins Jliseries Inforced Marriage v, Vhen 
[they] fagotted you and the fool, your man, back to back. 
1725 New Cant. Dict., Maggot, to bind Hand and Foot. 
1721-1800 in BalLey. f 

2. Metall. To fasten together bars or rods of iron 
preparatory to reheating and welding. 

1861 W. Fairsatrn /7on vi. 102 These [puddle bars] are 
cut up and piled regularly together or faggotted. 1879 
Cassell’s Vechn. Educ. 1V. 175/1 The axles should be made 
of the best scrap iron fagoted. 

3. To set (a person) on the faggots preparatory 
to burning; /¢. and fig. rare. 

1543 Joyr Confut. Winchester 24 Fagetting, burninge and 
slaying the true professours.. of gods holy word. 18.. 
Lanpor /V’ks, (1868) IT. 156 The poet is staked and faggoted 
by his surrounding brethren. 

4. intr. To make or bind faggots. 

1874 ‘l’. Harpy adding Crowd \1.x. 108 Heaps of white 
chips .. showed that woodmen had been faggoting. 1879 
Jerrertes Wild Life in S.C. 76 After they haye finished 
faggoting, the women rake up the fragments for their cot- 
tage fires. ; 

+b. To carry or wear a faggot in token of re- 
cantation; to recant. Ods. 

1535 SHAXTON in Strype Zccl. Mem. 1. App. 1x1. 149 
Making onely his reformation in words; and neither faggot- 
ing nor. .any open revocation. 

5. (See quot.) 

1880 4. Coruw. Gloss., Faggot..a man who in the wrest- 
ling ring, sells his back, is said to faggot. 

Faggoteer (feggtiv1). In 9 fagoteer. [f. 
accor sd, +-EER.] One who makes faggots. 

1878 Scribner's Mag. XVI. 117/1 If some one would only 
organize a phalanx of fagoteers. 

+Faggoter (fe'gftor). In 5 fagoter. [f. 
FacGor sé. or v. +-ER 1] =prec. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bhs. (Roxb.) 366 To William, 
fagoter, for makenge of wode yj. dayes ix. d. 

Fa‘ggoting, 7d/. sd. [f. as prec. +-1nG1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Faccor. 

2. In Embroidery. The process by which a num- 
ber of threads in the material are drawn out and a 
few of the cross threads tied together in the middle. 
Hence, the work done in this manner. 

1885 Chicago Advance 19 Feb., Bits of dainty ‘fagoting’. 
Faggotless (fe'ggtlés), a. [f. Faccor sd. + 
-LESS.| Devoid of faggots. 

1873 Ouipa Pascarel 1. 78 Lifting his hands, as he peered 
into the faggotless cupboard, 

Faggot-vote (fe g/tvout). 

App. a transferred use of Faccor sé. 7, ‘dummy’ soldier ; 
as many faggot-votes were often created at one time by the 
practice (forbidden in 7 & 8 Will. III, c. 25) of subdividing 
a single tenement among a number of nominal owners, the 
word was naturally interpreted as alluding to the primary 
sense ‘ bundle of sticks’. 

A vote manufactured for party purposes, by the 
transfer to persons, not otherwise legally qualified, 
of sufficient property to qualify them as electors. 

1817 Sir F. Burperr in Pard. Deb. 1368 Lord Lonsdale 
had conveyed to him a certain property, on which he was 
to vote in that borough, as, what was familiarly called 
a faggot vote. 1836 Disrartt Lett. Runnymede 60 Not- 
withstanding. .your father's fagot votes. 1879 Daily News 
16 Apr. 2/2 Attempts to tamper with the register by the 
introduction of what are termed faggot votes. 

Hence Faggot-voter, -voting. 

1880 GLanstonE in Pall Mall G. 14 July 2/1 The subject 
of the fagot voter. 1887 Zises (weekly ed.) 28 Oct. 7/2 
The question of faggot-voting. 

Faggoty (fe'ggti), az. In 9 (evron.) fagotty. 
[f. as prec. + -y.] Of or pertaining to faggots. 
Hence Faggoty-minded, disposed to use faggots, 
inclined to burn opponents. 

1856 VAUGHAN J/ystics (1860) II. 5 The virulent fagotty- 
minded pervert Scheffler. § 

+ Fagnet. Obs. rave—1. Some kind of net for 
fishing. 

1558 Act 1 Eliz. c. 17 § 1 No Person .. with any .. Crele, 
Raw, Fagnet, Trolnet..shall take..Spawn or Fry of Eels. 

+Fagong. Ods. rare. [corruption of Pg. 
A fire-place used on shipboard. 

1772 Newtanp in PAil. Trans. LXII. 90 E E [is] the 
fagong or fire-place. /dzd., I had well secured the pot in 
the fagong E E. 

Fagot, var. of Faacor. 

|| Fagottist (fagg'tist). [Ger. fagottist, ad. It. 
Jagottista, f. fagotto: see next.] A performer on 
the bassoon, bassoonist. 


1886 Sat, Rev. 25 Dec. 836 Brandt, the celebrated fagottist 
at Munich, 


| Fagotto (fagptto). Jus. [It. fagotto. Cf. 
Ger. fagott.| = BASSOON 1, 2 a. 
1724 in Explication Foreign Words in Music 30. 1876 


in STAINER & Barrett Dict. Musical Terms 52. 

Fah, var. of Faw, Ods. 

|| Fahlband (falband). Geol. [Ger.; f. fas 
ash-coloured (=F auiow a.) + dand Bann, stripe.] 
A zone or stratum in crystalline rocks. 


1880 Sat, Rev. 1 May 577 A succession of partly decom- 
posed rocks known as fahlbands or rotten belts. 





FAIL. 


|| Fahlerz (fa'lats). 4/7. Also fahlertz. [a. 
Ger. fahlerz, {. fahl ash-coloured, yellowish + erz 
ore.] Grey copper or copper-ore, tetrahedrite. 

1796 Kirwan JZin. II. 148 The grey Ore from the Hartz 
is the real Fahlerz. 1808 Smiruson in Pil. Trans. 
XCVIII. 57 A combination of galena and fahlertz. 1880 
tr. Wurtz’ Atom. Th. 141 The varieties of fahlerz. 

Fahlore (fa1,60:1). J/iz. [Partially translated 
form of prec.] =prec. 

1805 R. Jameson Char. AZin. II, 201 Grey Copper-Ore, 
or Fahl-Ore. 1872 Raymonp Statist. Mines § Mining 189 
‘Twenty men have been at work slowly developing some of 
the lodes of ‘ fahl-ore.’ . ; - 

Fahlunite (falinait). Avi. [f. (by Hisinger, 
1808) Hahlun, in Sweden +-1tE.] A hydrous sili- 
cate of aluminium and iron, resulting from the 
alteration of iolite. 

1814 T. ALLAN Min. Nomen. 18 Fahlunite Kars. x12 b. 
1879 RutLey Stud. Rocks xiv. 298 The rock contains as 
accessories. .hydrargillite, fahlunite, gahnite, etc. 

Fahrenheit (fa-ranhoit, foeronait), The name 
of a Prussian physicist (1686-1736), inventor of the 
mercurial thermometer. Used ad¢rzd. and e/lpt. to 
denote the thermometric scale introduced by him 
and still in common use in England and the 
U.S., according to which the freezing point of 
water is 32° and the boiling point 212°. Often 
abbreviated F; ¢. 9. 20°F = ‘/wenty degrees (of) 
Lahrenhett’. 

1753 Phil. Trans. XLVIUI. 109 The mercury stood at 240 
degrees in De L’Isle; which is 72 below o in Fahrenheit. 
1823 J. Bapcock Dow. Amuse. 65 Fire-heat at 212° of 
Fahrenheit produced detonation. 

Faicte, obs. f. of FEAT. 

Faie: see Fay v. 

|| Faience (fayyaas). Also 8 fayance, 8-9 
fayence. [a. Fr. fazence, prob. an appellative use 
of the proper name + /ayence, Faenza in Italy, one 
of the chief seats of ceramic industry in 16th c.] 
‘A general term comprising all the various kinds 
of glazed earthenware and porcelain ’ (Fairholt). 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates 152 Fayances or Earthen-Ware. 
1762-71 H. Watrote Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) 1V. 28 
Roman fayence, called Raphael’s earthen-ware. 1835 Mar- 
ryAT Olla Podr, xiii, Every article of fayence. 1879 J. J. 
Younec Ceram. Art 41 he Chinese..seek to equal the 
wonderful coloring of the faience of Persia. 

attrib. 1883 W. H. Bisuor in Harper's Mag. Mar. 504/2 
A Henri II. faience candlestick. 

Faierie, obs. form of Farry. 

Faik, 52. [Of obscure origin; prob. identical 
with Fake 50.1] 

1, «A fold of anything ; as a ply of a garment’ 
(Jam.). Se. 

2. = MANYPLIES. 

1890 J. H. Steet Diseases Sheep 119 Impaction of the 
faik or manyplies. 

Faik (fzk), v.! Sc. [Belongs to Faik s6.] 

1. trans. ‘To fold, to tuck up’ (Jam.). 

+2. To enfold, clasp. Obs. rare—1. 

1513 Douctas nezs x. vii. 88 Half lyfles thy fyngyrrs 
war sterand, Within thy neif doys gryp and faik the brand. 

Faik (f2k), v.2 Sc. Also 5 falk, 9 faick. 
[? Shortened form of defatk, DEFALK.] trans. 

1. a. To abate, diminish, lessen. b. To deduct. 

1445 Burgh Records Aberdeen 18 Feb. (Jam.), Thar sal be 
chosin four discrete persounes to falk the tax of men that 
has tholit skath oft. 1494 Acc. Ld. High Treasurer (1877) 
I. 245, Xxviij wolkis ;-of the quhilkis thar is to be falkyte 
twa wolkis of the tyme of 3owle. 1822 Garr Extail I. 169 
Tl no faik a farthing o’ my right. 

2. ‘To excuse, let go with impunity’ (Jam.). 

1789 Burns 2d Ep. to Davie iii, Gif it’s sae, ye sud be 
licket..Sic hauns as you sud ne’er be faiket, Be hain’t wha 
like. 

Faik, v.3 Sc. ? Ods. [Possibly the same word 
as Faik v.!; cf. ME. use of fo/d=falter, fail (said 
of the limbs). But cf. OS. fakén, MDu. vaeken 
to slumber.] a. zz¢r. Of the limbs: To fail from 
weariness; to cease moving. b. trans. Zo faik 
never a foot : not to cease from movement. 

1768 Ross //elenore (1866) 152 Her limbs they faicked 
under her and fell. did. 210 The lasses. .faiked ne’er a 
foot for height nor how. 1808-79 Jamieson s. v., Ay feet 
have never faikit, I have still been in motion. 

Faikes (féiks). Geol. Also fakes. (See quots.). 

[1808-79 JAmirson, Maz, a stratum or layer of stone in 
the quarry.] 1865 Pace Haudbk, Geol. Terms, Fatkes or 
Fakes, a Scotch miner's term for fissile sandy shales, or shaly 
sandstones. 1876 — Adv. Text-bk. Geol. v. 92 Faikes, 
a thin-bedded shaly sandstone of irregular composition. 
1882 Grikie 7ext-bk, Geol. 1. 11. § 6. 158 Micaceous sand- 
stone—a rock so full of mica-flakes that it readily splits 
into thin laminae. . This rock is called ‘fakes’ in Scotland. 

Faikyn, Sc. var. FAKEN a. Obs., deceitful. 

+ Fail, sd.1 Sc. Ods. Also 6 fale, 6-8 faill, 
8 feal. [?a. Gael. fa/a sod.] 

1. ‘ Any grassy part of the surface of the ground, 
as united to the rest’ (Jam.). 

1513 DoucLas 4neis xu. Prol. 88 The variant vestur of 
the venust vaill Schrowdis the scherald fur, and euery faill. 

2. © A turf, a flat clod covered with grass cut off 
from the rest of the sward’ (Jam.). Also turf, 
as a material. 


FAIL. 


1535 Stewart Cro. Scoé. II. 146 Euerie man ane flaik 
sould mak of tre, And faillis delf into greit quantitie. 1536 
BELLENDEN Cvo7. Scot. (1821) I. 172 He beildit ane huge 
wall of fail and devait. 1639 Spatpinc 7voub. Chas. J 
(1792) I. 173 Close it [the port] up strongly with faill and 
thatch, 1708 J. Cuampertayne St. Gf. Brit. uw. ut. i. 
(1743) 400 Every minister has fewel, foggage, faill, and 
diviots allowed them. 

3. Comb. fail-dyke, a wall built of sods. 

1536 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials Scot. 1. 174* The overthrow- 
ing of a ‘faill-dyke’ built on the said lands. 17.. in Scott 
Minstr. Scot. Bord. (1803) III. 241 ‘Behint yon auld fail 
dyke, I wot there lies a new slain knight.’ 1816 Scorr 
Antig. xx, ‘Auld Edie will hirple out himsell if he can get 
a feal-dike to lay his gun ower.’ 

Fail (féil), 56.2. Also Fatty. [a. OF. fazle, 
Faille'deficiency, failure, fault, f. fatllir to Fatn.] 

1. =Fature 1. Obs. exc. in phrase Without 
fail; now used only, to strengthen an injunction or 
a promise ; formerly also with statements of fact, 
=unquestionably, certainly. + Also, in same sense, 
(it ts) no fail (but), sans fail: without any doubt, 
for certain. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 245 Per wypoute fayle, At Eccestre 
strong enou hii smyte an batayle. c 1330 R. BruNNE Chyov. 
(1725) 245 In luf & pes sanz faile went Edward. c 1385 
Cuaucer LZ. G. W, 1092 Dido, Comaunded hire massan- 
gerys for to go The same day with outyn any fayle. c1430 
Lype. Bochas vit. xvii. (1544) 188 b, In Europe stant Thrace 
.-itis no fayle. 1546 Lanc.ry Pol. Verg. De Invent. 1. xvi. 
29 a, It is no fayle but it [the knowledge of medecines] was 
perceyued, by what thinges were wholsome, & what un- 
wholsome. 1555 Abr. Parker Ps.1, I wil no fayle deliuer 
thee. 161r Bis_e Josh. iii. 10 The liuing God. .will without 
faile driue out from before you the Canaanites. 1611 SHAKs. 
Wint. T. v. i. 27 Dangers, by his Highnesse faile of Issue, 
May drop vpon his Kingdome. 1686 Burton's Diary (1828) 
I. 176 There is no fail of justice..yet. 1678 CupworTH 
Intell, Syst. 128 There might be never any Fail of Gene- 
rations. 1713 Swirv Frid. to Stella 26 Feb., The meeting 
of parliament..will be next Tuesday..without fail. 1847 
Marryar Childr. N. Forest xviii, The tailor has promised 
the clothes on Saturday without fail. 

+2. =Faruure 3. For fail: in the event of 
failure ; as a precaution against failure. Ods. 

1477 Norton Ord. Acch. ii, in Ashm. (1652) 29 Of all paines 
the most grevious paine, Is for one faile to beginn all againe. 
1627-77 Fe.rtHam (Resolves 1. xci. 141 The Prince suffers in 
the fails of his Ambassador, 1660 SHarrock Vegetables 98 
Be sure you plow up. .annoying weeds, and for fail let some- 
body, with a spade, follow the plough, to root up such as are 
left. #1734 Nortu Exam. u. iv. § 84 (1740) 272 They con- 
tinually watched for Colours, and for Fail, made them, to 
affirm this. 

+3. = FAILURE 2. Ods. 

1647 SANDERSON Sev. II. 207 Overmuch sorrow .. upon 
the fail of any earthly helps or hopes. 1654 GaTaker Disc. 
pol. 47 Chalkie Pillars. .threatning a fail, if not a fall. 

+b. Death. Obs. rare. 

1613 SHaxs. /fenry VII/,1. ii. 145 How grounded hee his 
Title to the Crowne Vpon our faile. 

Fail (fil), v. Forms: 3-4 faile-n, (4-5 
faylen), 3-5 fail(l\i, 3-6 faille(n, faylle, 3-7 
faile, (3 vaile), fayle, -y, 4-6 faly(e, (4 failly, 
fal(l)e, feile, 6 feyle, faeille, 7 faill, fall), 3- 
fail. Sc. 4-6 failje (6-7 printed failze), (6 fal3e, 
7 failyie), faillie. [a. OF. faz//ir to be wanting, 
miss (mod.F’. faz/lir to miss, fallocr impers. to be 
wanting, to be necessary) = Pr. fadllir, falhir, OSp. 

felliy (in mod.Sp. replaced by the derivative form 
fallecer, f. L. type *fallescére), Cat., OPg. falir 
(mod.Pg. falecer), It. faliive:—vulgar L. *fallive 
(for class. L. fallére to deceive), used aédsoZ, in sense 
‘to disappoint expectation, be wanting or defective.’ 
The OF, verb was adopted in MHG. vé/ex (mod.G. 
Jehlen), Du. fedlen, ON. fetla. 

In 15-17th c. in intrans. senses often conjugated with dc.] 

I. To be or become deficient. 

1. intr. To be absent or wanting. Now only of 
something necessary or desirable (coinciding with 
sense 5); often in pr. pple. with sb. or pron., as 
failing this = ‘in default of this’ (see Famine 
prep.). In early use, + To be wanting to complete 
a specified quantity ; also zwzpers. 

a1300 Cursor M. 1486 (Cott.) Matusale Liued..til bat 
nine hundret yeir war gan And seuenti, falid it bot an. 
e1325 £. £. Allit. P. B. 74x What if fyue faylen of fyfty 
pe noumbre? ¢xq400 MaunpeEv. (1839) xvii. 182 There fay- 
lethe but 5 Degrees & an half, of the fourthe partie. c 1400 
Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 63 Make pat be splentis & byndynge 
faile above be wounde. a 1400-50 A /e-xander 4279 Forpi failis 
vs all infirmitfe]s of ffeuyre & of ells. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 284/3 The preues of the lignages were fayled. 1543-4 
Act 35 Hen. VIII, c. 1 §6 If suche heyres shulde fayle. 
1611 Bis_e 2 Sa, iii. 29 Let there not faile from the house 
of Ioab one that hath an issue. 1703 MaunpreLtt Yourn. 
Ferus. (1732) 128 Shaded over head with Trees, and with 
Matts when the boughs fail, 1878 BrowninG La Saisiaz 
58-Failing proof then of invented trouble. 

b. with dat. of the person. Ods. 

@ 1300 Cursor A. 11426 (Gott.) Paim fayled neuer drinc 
ne fode. axz00 Leg. Rood (1871) 30 Po be work was al- 
mest ido; hem vailed a vair tre. c1300 S¢. Brandan 510 
Him faillede grace. .his lyf toamende. 1424 Paston Lett. 
4 I. 12 Hem fayled ropes convenient to here.. purpos. 
1611 Biste 1 Kings ii. 4 There shall not faile thee..a man 
on the throne of Israel. : : : . 

e. To be inadequate or insufficient. Chiefly in 


phrase ¢2me would fail, Const. dat. of person. 
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e1325 Z. E. Allit. P. B. 548 Tyl any water in be worlde 
to wasche pe fayly, 1548 Hatt Chron. 244 Kyng James 
would make no aunswere..knowing that his power now 
fayled..to performe the request demaunded. 1611 Bisie 
/Teb, xi. 32 The time would faile mee to tell of Gedeon. 
1614 Br. Hart Recol/, Treat. 612 The day would faile mee 
if I should [etc.]. 

2. To become exhausted, come to an end, run 
short. Const. dat. of the person; also, + of, from 
(a place, receptacle). 

¢ 1250 Old Kentish Sern in O. E. Misc. 29 Wyn failede 
at bise bredale. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1725) 326 Alle 
ber store failed. 1382 Wvcuir 1 Macc. iii. 2g He saw3, that 
monee failide of his tresours. ¢1400 Cafo’s Morals 87 in 
Cursor M. App. iv, Loke hou spende mesureli, be gode pat 
pou liuis bi, or ellis wille hit faile. 1596 SpensER /. Q. 1v. 
i. 43 The breath gan him to fayle. 1611 Biste 1 Kings 
xvil. 14 Neither shall the cruse of oile faile. — $od xiv. 11 
The waters faile from the sea. 1653 Hotcrorr Procopins 
u. xvi. 58 Their Provisions being failed, they fed upon 
Hides, 1695 Locxr Further Consider. Money (ed. 2) 68 
Where the credit and money fail, barter alone must do. 
1729 ButLer Ser. Wks, 1874 IL. 146 All other enjoyments 
failin these circumstances. 1801 SoutHry 7hadaba w. xviii, 
Soon would our food and water fail us here. 1871 B. Taytor 
Faust (1875) II. 1. iii. 124 Health is none where water fails ! 

b. To become extinct; to die out, lose vitality, 
pass away. Of an odour or sound: To die away. 
€ 1400 MaunpEv. (Roxb.) xv. 68 Machometes lawe sall faile. 
1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 18 If the office of Seynt Marie 
preest fayle. 1535 Srewart Cro. Scot. III. 393 Of him the 
airis maill did fal3e. 16x1 Biste Esther ix, 28 These dayes 
of Purim should not faile from among the Jewes. 1647-8 
CotrErRELL Davila’s Hist. Fr. (1678) 5 The eldest line 
failing. 1764 Gotpsm. 7vav. 91 Where wealth and freedom 
reign, contentment fails. 1767 Brackstone Commz, IL. 239 
The blood of the Kempes shall not inherit till the blood of 
the Stiles’s fail. 1819 SHEttey /ud. Serenade, The Cham- 
pak’s odours fail Like sweet thoughts in a dream. 1837 
Newman Par. Seri. (ed. 2) III. viii. r20 Religion seems to 
be failing when it is merely changing its form, 1842 TEwNy- 
son Vision of Sin 24 The music..Rose again from where it 
seem’d to fail. * 
+e. Of a period of time or anything that has a 
finite duration : To come to an end, expire. Ods. 

1399 Lanct. Rich. Redeles u. 14 Somere hem ffaylid. 
€1477 Caxton Fasox 14b, As sone as the triews shall faylle 
ye shal be guerdoned. 1563 Gotpinc Cxsar (1565) 96 b, 
The season of the yeare mete for warrefare fayled. 1611 
Bisre /7ed. i. 12 Thou art the same and thy yeeres shall 
not fayle. 

+d. To cease to speak of. Obs. rare. 

c1650 Merline 1208 in Furniv. Percy Folio 1. 460 Now 
let us of his mother fayle, And turne us to another tale. 

3. ‘To fall off in respect of vigour or activity’ 
(W.); to lose power or strength ; to flag, wane; to 
break down ; fig. of the heart. Of the eyes, light, 
etc.: To grow dim. 

@ 1225 Aucr. R. 228 None deofles puffe ne purue 3e dreden, 
but 3if bet lim ualse [v.~. faille], ¢1275 Lay. 2938 Po holdede 
be king [Leir] and failede his mihte. 1340 Hamrore Pr. 
Consc. 1. 727 At even late he..fayles..and dwynes to noght. 
1382 Wycuir /sa. xiii. 7 Eche herte of a man shal wane, or 
faylen. 1398 Trevis Barth. De P. R. 1. viil. (1495) 54 
The soule vegetable faylyth and at the laste whan the body 
deyth, it deyeth. c1400 Destr. Troy 3549 His sight failet. 
1548 Hai Chrou. 88 His heart fayled. 1667 Mitton ?. LZ. 
xu, 9, T perceave Thy mortal sight to faile. 1669 STuRMy 
Mariner's Mag. 1. 136 Let ship thine Anchor, the Wind 
fails. 1743 WesLEY ¥rnd. 20 Oct., My voice suddenly fail’d. 
1820 SHELLEY Yulian 597 The poor sufferer’s health began 
to fail. 1833 Hr. Martineau Zale of Tyne iv. 67 The wind 
..failed. 1842 Tennyson Lady Clare 78 Her heart within 
her did not fail. 1860 Ramsay Remin. 1st Ser. (ed, 7) 107 
In Scotland it used to be quite common to say of a person 
whose health and strength had declined, that he had failed. 
1881 S, Corvin Landor 136 That kind..old lady had been 
failing since the spring of 1829 and had died in October. 

b. with dat. of the person (approaching sense 5). 

@ 1300 Cursor MM, 24001 (Cott.) Gang, and steyuen, and 
tung, and sight, All failled me bat tide. «1300 Leg. Rood 
(1871) 20 Pe strengbe him failede of is lymes. @ 1400-50 
Alexander 1443 All failis bam be force. 1586 A. Day Eze. 
Secretary 1. (1625) 47 My senses did faile me. 161x Biste 
Luke xxi. 26 Mens hearts failing them for feare. 1678 
Trans. Crt. Spain uu. 61 If my memory fail me not. 1842 
Miss Mitrorp in L’Estrange Ze III. ix. 136 His eyesight 
fails him now. 1871 Freeman Worzz. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 
116 The heart of Eustace failed him. 

e. dial. To fall ill (of). 

1875 Sussex Gloss. s.v., As though he was going to fail 
with the measles. 1876 Survey Provinc., Hail of, to fall ill 
of, to sicken with. 

+d. To die. Obs. [So Sp. fallecer.] 

1613 Suaxs. Hex. V/I/, 1. ii. 184 Had the King in his 
last Sicknesse faild. 1878 Cumberld. Gloss., Fail, to die. 

4, To prove deficient upon trial. ‘+ Of fighting 
men: To give way (before an enemy). Of a 
material thing: To break down under strain or 
pressure (avch.). Ofa rule, anticipation, sign: To 


prove misleading. 

1375 Barsour Bruce u. 393 For thar small folk begouth 
to failze, And fled all skalyt her and thar. c 1398 CHAucER 
Fortune 56 In general this rewle may not fayle. @ 1400-50 
Alexander 1372 With bat scho [a tower] flisch noper fayle 
fyue score aunkirs, c¢x400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 133 Or 
ellis hou schalt knowe bi pis signe bat nevere failip. c¢ 1430 
Lyne. Alin. Poems (Percy Soc.) 47 Thyng counterfeet wol 
faylen [frinxted fayler] at assay. 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. 
S. Sea xxxii. 76 Creatures.. bred in .. fresh Rivers die 
presently, if they come into Salt water. . This fayleth in some 
Fishes, 1776 G. Sempte Building in Water 18 The second 
Pier of the Foot-way, failed and carried off by the Floods. 
1782 Cowper Gili 95 Loop and button failing both At last 
it [the cloak] flew away. 1815 I. Forster Atmos, Phenon. 











FAIL. 


155 The abundance of berries in the hedges is said to pre- 
sage a hard winter, but this often fails. 1855 TENNYSON 
Basi 1, x1, 2 O let the solid ground Not fail beneath my 
eet, 

5. Not to render the due or expected service or 
aid; to be wanting at need. Chiefly with dat. of 
the person, rarely with fo. quasi-trans.: To dis- 
appoint, give no help to; to withhold help from. 

a1300 /loriz § Bl. 424 he schal pe failli neure mo. 
a1300 K. Horn 638 Mi swerd me nolde faille. ¢1305 Ed- 
mund Conf. 592 in EL. E. P. (1862) 86 Foreward he huld pis 
monekes: & ne faillede hem no3t. c 1330 R. BrunNE Chron. 
(1810) 99 Sir Lowys failed nouht, his help was him redie. 
€1420 Anturs of Arth, xlvi, Frettut with fyne gold, that 
failis in the fizte. c148g CAxton Sonnes of Aymion i. 37 
Serue the kynge..nor faylle hym not for noo thyng. 1549 
Compl. Scot. viii. 74 The inglis men dreymis that 3e haue 
failjet to them. 1590 Sir J. Smytu Disc. Weapons 3b, Al 
their other weapons in fight have failed them. 1771 Mrs. 
E. Grirritu tr. Viaud's Shipwreck 44 If it [the shattered 
boat] should fail me .. said I to myself, 1836 Kesie Serv, 
viii. Postscript (1848) 373 The language. .fails him..in his 
endeavour to find words to express the greatness of the 
gift. @1845 Lyte Hymn, ‘Abide with me,’ When other 
helpers fail and comforts flee. 1871 FREEMAN Norm. Cong. 
(1876) IV. xviii. 222 Here again chronology fails us. 188 
Daily Tel. 28 Jan., In the afternoon the wind failed us. 

+b. trans. with double 0/7. or const. of: To 
disappoint of (something due or expected). Ods. 
¢€1386 CHaucer Shipman's T. 188, I wil nought faile yow 
my thankes. 1647 Evetyn JZemz. (1857) III. 7 Two posts 
having falled me of intelligence. 
II. To have a deficiency or want; to lack. 

6. zntr. To be wanting or deficient 27 (an essential 
quality or part). 

¢1380 Wycuiir Wks, (1880) 22 Men bat failen in charite. 
¢ 1384 Cuaucer H. Fame ut. 8 Though somme vers fayle in 
A sillable. ¢ 1400 Maunpey. (Roxb.) xiii. 58 Bot 3it pai faile 
in sum articles of oure beleue, 1556 Aurelio § [sab, (1608) 
K vy, Beter to faille a litell in the justice, than to be superflue 
in crualte, 1655 Eart Orrery Parthenissa (1676) 80 You 
might have fail’d in the knowledge of those particulars. 
1875 Jowett Pato (ed. 2) I, 114 The Dialogue fails in unity. 
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1307 Elegy Edw. I, x. (in Warton (1840) I. 94) Of gode 
knyhtes darh him nout fail. c 1386 Cuaucer Shipmman’s T. 
248 Of siluer in thy purs shaltow nat faille. 1495 Act 11 
Hen. VII, c.9 §1 The King..not willing his..subgettis 
to faill of remedy. 1586 A. Day Exg. Secretary 1. (1625) 42 
If I faile not of memory therein, we [etc.]. 1651 Marius 
Adv, Conc, Bills of Exchange 24 The drawer of the Bill 
was failed of his credit. 1671 R. Bonun Disc. Wind 20 
When the Atmosphere begins to thicken. .wee seldom fail 
of a Wind, 1713 Gay Guardian No. 149 P17 A dancing- 
master of the lowest rank seldom fails of the scarlet stocking 
and the red heel. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 150 Whenever 
the continent shall come to fail of timber. 1867 Loner. 
Giotto’s Tower 6 How many lives. . Fail of the nimbus which 
the artists paint Around the shining forehead of the saint. 
1884 Manch. Exant. 22 May 5/4 Failing of any other 
remedy, they grumble. : : 

7. trans. To be or become deficient in; to lack, 


want, be without. Now rave. 

c1325 £. LE, Allit. P. B. 1535 A fust faylaynde be wryst. 
1375 Barsour Bruce xvut. 269 Thai of the host that falit 
met. c1400 Sowdone Bab. 2290 He saugh the ladies so 
whi3te of ler, Faile brede on here table. 1466 Marc, Paston 
in Paston Lett. 560 II, 291 Send me word..whether ye 
have your last dedes that ye fayled. 1483 /estzval/ (W. de 
W. 1515) 22 Whan Jacob fayled corne he must nedes sende 
for more. 1869 Freeman Norv. Cong. (ed. 2) ILI. xi. 44 
The Primate prayed that their chosen King might never fail 
the throne. 1883 Jerrertes Stor. Heart vii. 115, I fail 
words to express my utter contempt. 

+ 8. To fail little, not much: to have a narrow 
escape (of some misadventure). Const. ¢o with 
inf. and of with gerund. Also, Zo faz/ of: to keep 
clear of, escape, miss. Ods. 

1624 Cart. Situ Virginia 1. (1629) 13 We fayled not much 
to have been cast away. 1653 Hotcrorr Procopins iv. 130 
The Romans Rams. . failed little to be all set on fire. 1684 
Contempl. State of Man. ii. (1699) 16 Croesus .. failed but 
little of being burnt alive. 1724 Swirr Drafgier’s Let. 
iv, That pernicious Counsel of sending base money hither 
very narrowly failed of losing the Kingdom. 1771 Go.psm. 
Hist, Eng. 11. 216 A weak prince. .seldom fails of having 
his authority despised. , 

III. To fall short in performance or attainment. 

9. zutr. To make default ; to be a defaulter ; to 


come short of performing one’s duty or functions. 
1340 Ayenb. 173 Yef he failep at his rekeninge: god nele 
na3t faly at his, 1389 in Zug. Gilds (1870) 30 And qwo falye, 
schal payen thre pound of wax. 1471 Earn Warwick in 
t2th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. wv. I. 4, I pray you 
ffayle not now. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 394 Desyrand 
..To mak redres als far as tha had faillit. 1551 Act Mary 
(1814) 488 Gif ony Lord .. failjeis and brekis the said act. 
161r Biste Yo xxi. 10 Their bull gendereth, and faileth 
not. 1667 Mitton P. L. vit. 534 Nature fail’d in mee. 
1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) ILI. 324 No one will be less likely 
..to fail in his religious duties. . 
+b. ¢vans. To make default in; to break. Ods. 
¢ 1500 Melusine 12 Fals kinge, thou hast faylled thy coue- 
naunt. @ 1653 GoucE Comm. Heb. iii. 5 It is a great crime 
to fail trust. 1784 CowrEer 7ivocin. 293 These menageries 
all fail their trust. ; : 
+e. To disappoint (expectation). Ods. Cf. 5. 
1634 Heywoop Lance. Witches 1. Wks. 1874 1V. 178 Your 
Vncle..Hath failed your expectation, 1651 GATAKER in 
Fuller's Abel Rediv., Whitaker 403 Neither did he therein 
either faile their estimation, or [etc.]. 1699 W. Dampier 
Voy. Il. 1. 105 Not altogether to fail the Readers expecta- 
tion, I shall give a brief account. , 
10. ¢rans. To leave undone, omit to perform, 


FAIL. 


miss (some customary or expected action). Ods. 
exc. with zz/. as object. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 352 To mordre who that woll assente 
He may nought faile to repente. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 29 
He faylled not to doo gretely hys deuoyr in sacrifyses & 
oblacions. 1523 Lp. Berners /*voiss. I. ccxliii. 362 We 
commaunde you. .that this be nat fayled, in as hasty wyse as 
yecan. 1529 Wotsey in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 102 II. 2 Fayle 
not therfor to be here thys nygth. 161x Brsre 1 Savz. ii. 16 
Let them not faile to burne the fat presently. 1719 Dr For 
Crusoe 1. v. (1840) 87 My morning Walk with my Gun, which 
Iseldom failed. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 11. xi, Burst be the 
ear that fails to heed. 1885 C. J. Matuew in Law Ties’ 
Rep. LIL. 779/1 He failed to keep his word. 

+b. with gerund as object. Also, Zo faz/ of. 

1723 Pres. State Russia 1. 105 Such corrupt Habits as 
could not fail producing an Aversion to him. 1749 FIELDING 
Tom Fones u. ti, Thomas ..whom he had hitherto seldom 
failed of visiting at least once a Day. 

+11. intr. To be at fault; to miss the mark, go 
astray, err. Const. of, from. Obs. 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg, 1. 95/103 Pou faillest of bin art. a@ 1340 
Hampo.e Psalter xi. 1 Vnnethes ere any funden pat failes 
noght fra halynes. 1393 Lanci. P. Pl. C. xx. 31 And 
spiritus prudencie in menye poynt shal fayle Of pat he 
wenep wolde falle. c1440 York Myst. xxiii, 210 In 30ure 
faith fayland. 1538 Starkey Exgland 1. iv. 119 The ordur 
of our law also in the punnyschment of theft. .faylyth much 
from gud cyvylyte. 1590 Sir J. SMytu Disc. Weapons 17 b, 
If..Mosquettiers in taking their sights, doo faile but the 
lengthe of a wheate corne in the height of their point. 

+ b. trans, To miss (a mark, one’s footing, etc.). 
Also, Zo fail of. Obs. 

1375 Barsour Bruce ut. 123 He lansyt furth delyuerly, 
Swa that the tothir failjeit fete. c1430 Syr 7xyam. 1220 
He faylyd of hym, hys hors he hytt. 1470-85 Matory 
Arthur 1x. xxxv, The hors fayled footynge, and felle in the 
Ryuer. 1523 Lp. Berners Fvorss. I. clxiii. 201 He fayled 
nat the Englysshe Knyght, for he strake hym. 1568 
Grarron Chron. II, 338 He had thought to have lept 
agayne to his horse, but he fayled of the Styrop. 

+c. trans. To come short of; to miss, not to 
obtain. Also absol. Obs. 

1377. Lanct. P. Pl. B. x1. 25 Pe freke pat folwed my 
wille failled neuere blisse. 1393 /ézd@. C. 11. 159 Gyue gold 
al a-boute..to notaries pat non of hem faille. 

12. zz/vr. To be unsuccessful in an attempt or 
enterprise. Const. fo with 7zf.; also zm. Said of 
persons ; occas, of the means. 

1340 Hamrorte Py. Consc. 1463 Now we fande our force, 
now we fail. c1385 CHAucER L. G. W. 1646 Hipsiph. & 
M., He shal nat fayle The fles to wynne. 1523 Lp. Ber- 
NERS Foiss. I. clxiii. 201 And thenglyshe knight thought to 
haue striken hym with his speare in the targe, but he fayled. 
1609 Skene Reg. Maz. 116 Albeit he faillie in probation 
of the remanent exceptions. 1667 Mitton P. L. vil. 139 
Our envious Foe hath fail’d. 1732 Law Serious C. viii. 
(ed. 2)112 Poor Tradesmen that had fail’d in their business. 
1775 Burke Sf. Conc. Amer. Wks. III. 47 Conciliation fail- 
ing, no further hope of reconciliation is left. 1796 H. 
Hunter tr. S¢.-Pierve’s Stud. Nat. (1799) II. 254 They 
scarcely ever fail to bring out fish. 1842 TENNYSON 
Gardener's Dan. 31 You scarce can fail to match his master- 
piece. 1878 Jevons Prinz. Pol. Econ. 60 Some occupations 
..can be taken up by men who fail in other work. 

b. Of an action, design, etc. : To miscarry, not 
to succeed. 

¢ 1394 P. Pl. Crede 98 My purpos is i-failed. c1450 Why 
T can't be a nun 151 in E. E. P. (1862) 142 My techyng 
may not fayle. 1610 Suaxs, Temp. Epil. 12 My project 
failes, 1874 GREEN Short Hist. iii. 148 A revolt which failed 
..through the desertion of their head. 1883 Sir N. LinpLey 
in Law Rep. 25 Ch. Div. 355 His action .. would fail, and 
he would have to pay the costs. 

e. Of crops, seeds, etc.: To be abortive or un- 
productive. 

1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 414 Frute faylede all pulke 3er, & 
heruest Jate also. c1325 E. &. Adlit. P. A. 34 So semly 
a sede mo3t fayly not. 1611 Biste 2 Esdras, Their seedes 
shall faile, through the blasting, and haile. 1657 AusTEN 
Fruit Trees 1. 48 Chuse not those [Grafts] that are very 
small, they commonly fayle. 1712 Mortimer //zs0. 11. ii. 
9 He thinks that very few [Grains] failed. 1847 TENNyson 
Princ, 124 The year in which our olives fail’d. 

d. Zo fail of: to come short of obtaining or 
meeting with (an object desired), or of accom- 
plishing or attaining (a purpose, etc.). Now rare 
exc. with gerund or vé/. sd. 

azaz5 Ancr. R. 404 Ase pauh a mon pet heuede longe 
i-swunken and failede..a last, of his hure. ¢ 1315 SHoRE- 
HAM 3 Yf thou nelt nau3t climme thos, Of hevene thou 
hest y-fayled. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. iii. 
(1495) 412 Yf she faylyth..of the pray that she resyth to. 
1470-85 Matory Arthur u. x, He fayled of his stroke, and 
smote the hors neck. 1577 HANMER Anc, Eccl. Hist. (1619) 
145 Some failed of the purposed end. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. 1. x. 39 Fayling of his first attempt to be but like 
the highest in heaven. 1713 SreeLte Guardian No. 17 ?7 
His man never failed of bringing in his prey. 1737 JoHNSON 
Let. 12 July in Boswell, Could not fail of a favourable re- 
ception. 1815 W. H. Irevanp Scribbleomania 165 She 
never can fail of bewitching the reader. 1844 H. RoGrers 
Ess. 1, ii, 83 To fail of part of the admiration due to other 
endowments. 1875 Jowrtr Plato (ed. 2) 1V. 249 Mere per- 
ception does not reach being, and therefore fails of truth. 

13. To become insolvent or bankrupt. Said of 
individuals and of mercantile houses, banks, etc. 

1682 ScarLett Exchanges 127 If that Endorser fail and 
be insolvent. @1734 Nortu Lives (1826) III. 291 Mills, 
with his auctioneering, atlasses, and projects, failed. 1796 
Hull Advertiser 25 Tine 2/3 Twelve capital houses have 
failed in different parts of Italy. 1868 Benttry Wealth § 
Politics 1. 81 Thirty-one banks failed in little more than 
three months, 
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14. a. zntr. To be unsuccessful in an examina- 
tion, to be ‘plucked’. b. ¢vans. (collog.) Of an 
examiner: To report (a candidate) as haying 
failed; to ‘pluck’. 

1884 Pall Mail G. 6 Mar. 11 He ‘fails’ them all, turns 
to mistress, ‘ Your children are perfect idiots . 

IV. +15. trans. nonce-use. To deceive, cheat 
(L. fallére). 

1590 SpeNSER /*. Q. un. xi. 46 So lively and so like that 

living sence it fayld. 


+ Fai‘lable, c. Ods. [f. Fat, v. + -ABLE.] 
Liable to fail or give way ; unreliable. 

1561 Even Arte Navig. Pref. @Liij b, Such signes are 
fayleable. 1576 Tyde Tarryeth no Max in J. P. Collier 
Illustr. Eng. Pop. Lit. xvi. 70 It is a thing but fayleable 
and vayne. 1649 Burne Zig. [mprov. Iimpr. (1653) 129 
This [plan] was yet never failable to me since I found it. 

+Fai‘lance. Os. [f. as prec. + -ance. Cf. 
OF. faillance.| The quality or fact of failing ; 
failure, neglect, falling off ; an instance of the same. 
In failance of: for lack of. 

1612 Haywarp Ann. Eliz. (Camden) 9 The fayleance 
wherof would eyther change or abate theyr loves. 1622 
Peacuam Compl. Gent. xx. (1634) 240 Such pawse..as 
may afforde you meanes to discerne any failance, 1667 
Decay Chr. Piety Pref. 195 Disquisitions about our fail- 
ances and aberrations. 1674 tr. Scheffer's Lapland xxvii. 
125 They use the root of a kind of moss..or in the failance 
of that, the stalke of Angelica. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies 
1. xii. 60 What else..should make the Success equiponde- 
rate with the Failance? 

Failed (féild), pf/. a. Also 5 Sc. failzeit, 6 
Sc. faillit. [f. Fam v.+-ED !.] 

1. Decayed, worn out. Chiefly, of a person: 
Impaired in health or vigour ; infirm. 

1490 Caxton Encydos iv. 19 A persone. .nyghe alle faylled 
and deed. 1496 Acc. Ld. High Treasurer (1877) 1. 324 
Ane ald failzeit preist. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11. 683 
Malcome. .The kirk of Durhatie foundit of stone and lyme, 
That faillit wes. 1816 Scorr Axtzg. xxv, After striking a 
few strokes, he..said to his companion, ‘I’m auld and failed 
now, and canna keep at it’. 1880 Aztrim § Down Gloss., 
Failed..in impaired health. 

2. Unsuccessful. Also, Bankrupt, insolvent. 

1655 Nicholas Papers (Camden) II. 344 The late failed 
designe. 1869 Daily News 4 Jan., Similar proceedings 
were stopped in another failed company. 1871 Ruskin 
Fors Clav. vii. 17 If we ever..chance to catch hold of any 
failed bankers, 1889 Pali Mall G. 25 Nov. 6/2 Failed 
books. .were sent off to the colonies. 

Failer (féilor). [f.as prec.+-ER!.] One who 
fails, in senses of the vb. 

1362 LANGL, P. Pl. A. 11. 99 Fals is a faytur, a faylere or 
werkes. c¢ 1690 Roxb. Ball. VII. 181 Cabbidge..of which 
you are no failer, 1728 in ALlemorabilia Domestica (1889) 
12 To be paid by the party failler to the party performer. 
1796 Mod. Gulliver's Trav. 159 *Tis easy{ and ..Wou'd 
give the honest failer halcyon days, 1884 Browninc /e- 
vishtah (ed. 3) 143 On his sole head, failer or succeeder, 
Lay the blame or lit the praise. 

ailer, obs. f. of FAILURE. 

Failge, obs. Sc. form of Fain. 

Failing (féilin), vd/. 5d. [f. as prec. + -1InG1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FAiL, in various senses ; 
an instance of this, a failure. + For, wtthout 
(any) futling =for, without fail (see Far 50.1), 

1382 Wycuir /sa. v. 27 Ther is not failing ne trauailyng 
in hym. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vu. xxv. (1495) 
241 Rotyd moysture comyth vp of the stomak. .and therof 
comyth .. fayllynge of teeth. c1q410 Sir Cleges 375 He 
thowght with hym to speke Wythout any faylynge. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 150 This..meltyng of the 
soule the prophet Dauid calleth a faylynge of the spiryte. 
1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Hush. w. (1586) 185b, [Of 
bees] There are sundry kinges bredde for failing. 1611 
Biste Dent. xxviii, 65 The Lord shall giue thee .. failing 
of eyes, & sorrow of minde. 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. 
Sea (1847) 127 The waight in the head and sterne by fayling 
of the water, began to open her plankes in the middest. 
1671 J. Cosin Corr. 23 May, Your apprehension of my fail- 
ing before the Great Chapter-day. 1727 CuampBers Cycd. 
s.v. Bankruptcy, A failing, breaking or stopping of pay- 
ment, diminishes the merchant’s credit.. When a merchant, 
etc., fails to appear at the exchange, etc., without apparent 
reason, it is called a failing of presence. 

2. A defect, fault, shortcoming, weakness. 

1sgo Sir J. Smytu Disc. Weapons 21 b, All which un- 
readynesses, and failings. 1612 Brinstry Lud. Lit. 179 
My selfe to supplie their wants and faylings. 1651 BaxTER 
Inf. Bapt. 94 Not aggravating failings, but hoping all 
things. 1770 Gotps. Des. Vill. 164 E’en his failings lean’d 
to Virtue’s side. 1843 Prescotr J/exico vu. v. (1864) 459 
His bigotry, the failing of the age. 1876 J. H. Newman 
Hist. Sk. 1. 1. tv. 257 Want of firmness has been repeatedly 
mentioned as his (Cfcero’s} principal failing. 

Failing (félin), 7/2. a. Also 4 failand, 
faylande, Sc. faljeand. [f. as prec. + -ING ”.] 

1. That fails, in the senses of the vb. 

a 1300 Cursor AL. 28844 (Cott.) Failand frute comis o bat 
tan. 1378 Sc. Leg. Saints, Andreas 961 Fore bis joy 
falzeand pu Ay-lestmnd joy has chosine nov. 1435 Misyn 
Fire of Loue (E.E.1T.S.) 9 Pingis transitory & faylynge. 
1667 Mitron P. Z. 1x. 404 O..much failing, hapless Eve. 
1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. xiv. 293 My never-failing old 
pilot... had a pistol, 1879 Froupe Cesar xiv. 204 Axes.. 
of soft iron, fair to the eye and failing to the stroke. 1885 
Law Times’ Rep. LI, 648/2 Plowright was .. in failing 
health. 

+ 2. Astron, Of a planet: Remote from: some fixed 
point. Obs. 

¢1391 Cuaucer Astrol. uu. § 4 If [a planet] passe the 

















FAILURE. 


bondes of thise forseide spaces, a-boue or by-nethe..they 
sein pat the planete is failling fro the assendent. 

Hence Fai‘lingly adv., Fai‘lingness. 

1631 Celestina wv. 49 That failingnesse of force and of 
strength. 1847 Craic, Mazling/y, by failing. 1880 M. Crom- 
MELIN Black A bécy I. xii. 163 The poor Tom-boy, .struggled, 
failingly, to join in Hector’s ever-manlier pursuits. 

Failing (fé'lin), prep. [The pr. pple. of Farr 
v., used either with intrans. sense in concord with 
the following sb. or pron. ( failing this=‘if this 
fail’), or in trans. sense with the sb. etc. as object 
(failing this =‘if one fail this’).] In default of. 

1810 H. T. Cotesrooke 2 Tveat. Hindu Law Inher. 225 
In default of these, the heritage goes to the son of the.. 
aunt. Or, failing him, it passes, etc. 1828 WorpswortH in 
Wks. 1876 1. 241 Many must have opportunities of knowing 
him ; or failing that intimate knowledge, we require, etc. 
1843 CartyLe Past §& Present g2 Failing all else, what 
gossip about one another. 1859 Dasent Pop. Tales Norse 
Introd. p. xlv, By clinging..to some king or hero. .or, fail- 
ing that, to some squire’s family. 

Faille (fay, fil). Also 6 faile or fayle. [a. 
F. facile in same senses. ] 

+1. A kind of head-dress. Ods. 


1530 Pacscr. 218/2 Fayle, an upparmost garment of a 
woman. 1694 Kart Perru Left, (Camden) 30 A faille .. is 
a great scarf of tafita for the best, and of worsted for others. 

2. A light kind of ribbed silk fabric. 

Faille frangaise has a larger rib than faille proper, being 
thus intermediate between this and ‘ottoman’. Recently 
the term wood faille has been applied to a kind of ‘terry’. 

1869 Le Follet, Feb., /aille is very fashionable for long 
dress. 1878-9 A. Bartow Weaving 396 The most important 
of these manufactures comprise. .‘ Failles’, black. 1887 Vg. 
Ladies Frnl, XXX. 122 The bonnet is of cream faille. 
1888 Bow Bells Weekly 13 Jan., Vhe train is in full folds of 
yellow tulle over yellow faille. Daily News 24 July 
5/5 The finest and softest corded silk, of the sort known 
technically as faille frangaise. 

Faille(n, failly, faillie, obs. ff. of Fam. 

Failure (féilitz). Also 7 failer, fayler, fai- 
lour, faileur, failler, failzour, faylor. [First 
in 17th c. in form fazler,a. AF. failer, for F. fatllir 
to Fain; see quot. 1641, and cf. law terms like 
cesser, trover. Subsequently the ending was vari- 
ously confused with the suffixes -or, -OUR, -URE, 
but the original form did not become obso- 
lete until the end of the century.}] The fact of 
failing. 

1. A failing to occur, be performed, or be pro- 
duced ; an omitting to perform something due or 
required ; default. 

(1641 Termes de la Ley 154 Failer de Record est quant 
un Action est port envers un, & le defendant plede [etc.] 
..Donques il est dit pur failer de son Record.] 1643 
Prynne Sov, Power Parl. 1. (ed. 2) 33 There would ne- 
cessarily follow .. a fayler of Justice in the highest Court 
of Justice. 1645 Pacirr Heresiogr. (1661) 307 Consecrated 
here in London by the Reverend Fathers of this Church, 
through failer of a Bishop surviving in that. 1648 Fair- 
¥Ax Renionstrance 31 How easie it is to finde, or pretend 
a failer of full performance. 1652 HryLin Cosmzogr. .. On 
the failer [ed. 1682 faileur] of his Line. 1673 Lssex Papers 
(Camden) I. 65 Haveinge all Titular Arch Bes .. comd« by 
Procla to depart this Kingdom, & on their Faylor to be 
proceeded against. 1767 Biackstone Cove. I. 237 On 
failure of the descendants of John Stiles himself, the issue 
of Geoffrey and Lucy Stiles, his parents, is called in. 1832 
Soutnry Hist. Penins. War III. 80 To preserve to.. 
Ferdinand VII, all his dominions, and, in his failure, to his 
legitimate successors. 1841 Evpninstone Hist. Jud. I. 67 
On the failure of issue..an adopted son succeeds. 1885 
Act 48-9 Vict. c. 72 § 5 A failure of justice will take place 
if the leave [to appeal] is not granted. ae : 

+b. A lapse, a slight fault; a failing, infir- 
mity. Obs. 

21656 Ussner Ann. y. (1658) 73 Thorough failler of 
memory, or false copying. 1660 R. Coke Power § Subj. 
270 In regard of the ordinary failures of the Press .. the 
Reader is desired to correct these faults before hee begin. 
1689 Col. Rec. Pennsylv, \. 262 An unwilling faylor and 
error in their proceedings. 1702 Eng. Theophrast. 323 This 
[envy] is the basest and most ungenerous of all our natural 
failures. a@1716 Soutu Serv. (1737) I. viii. 299 He owed 
his death to..a little inadvertency and failure of memory. 

2. The fact of becoming exhausted or running 
short, giving way under trial, breaking down in 
health, declining in strength or activity, etc. 

1695 Woopwarp Nat. Hist. iii. § 1. 152 There then must 
needs have been an universal failure and want of Springs 
and Rivers all the Summer-Season. 1793 SMEATON Ldystone 
ZL. § 259 We concluded the failure had been in the Forelock 
of the bolt. 1841 Miss Mirrorp in L’Estrange Zz III. 
viii. 126 The mind gone..utter failure of intellect. 1885 
IVeekly Notes 28 Mar. 67/2 The house had become unin- 
habitable through the failure of the water-supply. 

3. The fact of failing to effect one’s purpose; 
want of success ; an instance of this. 

1643 NetHersoie Proj. for Peace (1648) 19 The failer of 
the timely discovery.. happened .. through your .. default. 
1667 Lv. Dicsy Elvira v. 82, I. .th’other day, could scarce 
o’ercome The sense of a slight failour. 1686 Goap Celest. 
Bodies 11. iv. 509 All the Exceptions and Failers will lye, 
upon the account of 2!, 1800 Matone Dryden I. 1. 505 By his 
failure in that work he might lose the reputation which he 
had gained. 1874 Green Short Hist. v. 219 The failure of 
his foreign hopes threw Edward on the resources of England. 
1878 SreLry Steiz II, 327 We see efforts ending in feebleness 
and failure. 

b. concr. A thing or person that proves unsuc- 
cessful. 


; FAILYIE. 


1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, This attack was a failure also. 
1865 Mitt in Morn. Star 6 July, If you elect me and 
I should turn out a failure. 1883 Ch. Times 9 Nov. 813/2 
Lutheranism has been from the very first a conspicuous re- 
ligious failure. 1889 Academy x June 369/1 The general 
result of efforts directed to this end is the production of .. 
educated failures, 

4. The fact of failing in business; bankruptcy, 
insolvency. 

1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3791/4 Divers Failures have .. hap- 
pened among the Traders in this City. 1709 STeELE 7atler 
No.5 ?5 The Bankers of Geneva were utterly ruined by 
the Failure of Mr. Bernard. 1796 Hull Advertiser 25 June 
2/3 ‘Two of these failures have occurred at Milan. 1861 
Partison Zss, (1889) 1. 4x A few years later..came the 
failure of the great Italian bankers. 

+ Failyie. Sc. Ots. Also 6 failze, (7 printed 
failzie). [a. OF. fazl/e: see Fart sd.] a. Failure, 
non-performance ; also, an instance of this. b. 
Consequent liability to a penalty. m 

1551 Sc. Acts Mary (1814) 488 He sall content and pay for 
euerie fail3ie [of ane act] ane hundreth markis. 1552 LynpE- 
say Monarche 5760 The fraudfull failgeis Off Schireffis, 
Prouestis, and of Bailjeis. 1640-1 Kirkcudbr, War-Comm. 
Min. Bk, (2855) 40 Ane thousand merks, to be peyit to the 
Committie ..in case of failzie. a1670 Spatpinc Tvoud, 
Chas. [(1792) 11. 225 It was a snare devised to draw gentle- 
men under failzies, 

Fain (fein\, a. and adv. Forms: a. 1 fegen, 
fejzn, 3 fein, fein, vein, vayn, 3-6 fayn(e, (5 
faynne), 4 (fyne), 4-5 feyn(e, 4-7 faine, 5 
fyene, 5-6 fane, 6 faint, (fayen, feene), (7-9 
feign), 3- fain. Also compar. 3 fenre. B. 3-4 
faje(n, 3 vawe, 4-5 fawe(n, (5 faue). [OE. 
Jzen, fegn = OS. fagan, fagin, ON. feginn; 
allied to OE. geféon (pa. t. feah), OHG. (g7-) 
Jehan (pa. t. fah) to rejoice.] 

A. adj. 

1. Glad, rejoiced, well-pleased. Often in phrases, 
full fain, glad and fain. Const. of; also fol- 
lowed by z7/. or sebord. cl. Now chiefly dal. or 
poet. 

a, .. Beownl/1633 Ferdon ford ponon febelastum ferhbum 
feesne. c 888 ASLFRED Boeth. xl. § 5 Ic bio swipe fegn zif 
Su me ledest pider ic de bidde. c1z05 Lay. 4891 Pe duc per 
fore fain wes. a@1300 Cursor M. 20452 (Cott.), I am ful 
fain yee ar me mid. 1340 HampoLte Pr. Consc. 4552 Of 
ie dede pai sal be fayn. c14z0 Chron. Vilod. 974 Bot 

en was pis wrechede mon full fayne. c 1460 Towmneley 
Myst. 84 Now in hart fulle fane. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 
II. 589 He..of thair cuming wes so glaid and fane. a1569 
Kincesmytt Jan's Est. i. (1580) 7 He is very faine of the 
findyng of suche a fielde. 1591 Suaxs. 1 (Ten. VJ, 111, ii. 114 
Are glad and faine by flight to saue themselues. 1640 
J. Dyvxe Worthy Comanun. 56 Then full faine wilt thou be 
to have Christ Jesus receive thy soule. 1664 /loddan FP. 
vii. 65 And of his welfare all were fain. 1787 Burns Twa 
Dogs 137 My heart has been sae fain to see them. 1801 
Worosw. Cuckoo § Night. xxvi, I should be wondrous fain 
‘That shamefully they one and all were slain. 1863 Mrs. 
GaskeLt Sylvia's L. 1. 195 My master is quite fain of his 
company. 1876 Morris Sigurd ut. 176 And fain and full 
was my heart. 

B. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 218 So pat hii mette hem per, 
bobe hii were wel vawe. ¢1380 Sr Fernmb. 3800 War-for 
y am wel fawe. 

b. Proverb. 

1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 157 Fayre 
promys makyth folys fayne. 1579 Lyty Lxphues (Arb.) 69 
‘There may you see..the faire wordes that make fooles 
faine. 1829 Scott Azne of G. iv, Fine words to make 
foolish maidens fain. 

2. Const. Zo with zf. Glad under the circum- 
stances ; glad or content to take a certain course 
in default of opportunity for anything better, or as 
the lesser of two evils. 

a, ¢1330 R. Brunne Chyon. (1725) 28 Pei were fayn to 
ask pes. 1393 GowER Conf. III. 230 He was faine him self 
to save. 1559 in Strype Anw. Ref. I. App. ix. 26 They 
were faine to patche uppe the matter with a little piece of 
paper clapped over the foresaid wordes, 1593 Suaks. 2 /7ev. 
VI, u. i. 153, I must be faine to pawne..my Plate. 1631 
GouGE God's Arrows ii. § 26. 170 Men were faine to eate 
horse-flesh. 1693 Locke Education § 89. 105 Castalio was 
fain to make Trenchers at Basle to keep himself from starv- 
ing. 1812 ComBE (Dr. Syntax) Picturesguwe xvi. (Chandos) 
60 Pleas’d with the prospect he was feign To yawn, and go 
to sleep again. 1839 THirLwatt Greece VII. liv. 52 He was 
fain to take shelter in a canal. 1882 Miss Brappon J7?. 
Royal II. vi. 115 Christabel was fain to make the best of 
her life at Mount Royal. - 

B. ¢ 1330 Arth. & Merl. 208 To fle sone he was wel fawe, 

b. This passes gradually into the sense: Neces- 
sitated, obliged. 

1513 More “ich. 77 in Grafton Chron. 11. 785 Pinkye .. 
so loste his voyce, that he was fayne to leave off. 1579 
Fenton Guicciard. 11. (1599) 75 Lodowyke..was feene with 
teares to acknowledge his cowardize. 1676 Hae Contemp. 
1. 103 In this condition, he is fain to bear his burdensom 
Cross towards the place of his Execution. a@x682 Sir T. 
Browne Yvacts 7 Many plants are mentioned in Scripture 
under such names as they are fain to be rendred by analogy. 
1685 H. More Paralip. Proph. 315 A Cannon of so vast a 
bigness, that it was fain to be drawn by seventy yoke of 
Oxen. 1722 Sewer Hist. Quakers (1795) 1. Pref. 23, I have 
been fain to trust the oversight .. of my work to others. 
1841 D’Israrii Amen. Lit. (1867) 360 Ascham, indeed, 
was fain to apologise for having written in English. 1884 
F. M. Crawrorp Rom. Singer 1. 93 He was fain to ac- 
knowledge that she was right. ste 

3. Disposed, inclined or willing, eager. 


+ of, t for, to with inf. arch. or dal. 


Const. 
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c 1205 Lay. 6994 For elchen vuele he wes fein. 1340 70 
Alex. & Dind. 237 So it farus bi folk pat fain is to teche. 
@ 1605 Montcomertr Natur passis Nurriture 34 To fang 
his friendship they war fane. 1802 R. ANDERSON Czanberld, 
Ball, 32 The..sleet and snaw are nought at aw, If yen 
were fain to gang! 1851 GaLLEeNnGcA Mariotti’s Italy 75 The 
gentle and respectful behaviour of the soldiery in what they 
were fain to look upon asa land of conquest. 1884 W. C. 
Situ A7vldrostan 83 Vain for a man to think that he Can 
hide what a woman 1s fain to know ! 

+b. Apt, wont. Ods. 

1596 Spenser J. Q. Iv. viii. 37 Whose steadie hand was 
faine his steed to guyde. 1650 Jer. Tayvtor Holy Living 
i. § 1. 7 To a busie man temptation is fain to climbe up 
together with his businesses. 

+4. Well-disposed, favourable. Const. of or 
dat. Also in phr. fat and fain. Obs. 

¢ 1205 Lay. 12719 Lauer king Aldroein Ofte pe wurde godd 
fein [c 1275 fain]. c1305 11,000 Virgins 134 in &. EZ. P. 
(1862) 69 Ourse of britaigne Po hi fonde such a creatoure, 
so fair & so fayne. ¢ 1440 Sir Gowther 679 Fader, and Sone, 
and Holy Gost, Of owre sowles be fayne. [a 1850 RossETTI 
Dante & Circ. 1. (1874) 77, 1 ..saw Love coming towards 
me, fair and fain.] 

B. adv. Gladly, willingly, with pleasure. Fre- 
quent in /, he, etc. would (+ had) fain; otherwise 
Obs. or arch. 

a. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom, 35 \c walde fein pinian and sitten on 
forste and on snawe. ax1225 Aucr. RK. 192 Vor uein wolde 
pe hexte cwemen ou, c1290 S, Eng. Leg. 272/53, I chulle be 
telle fayn. c1440 York (Myst. xx. 121 And if pou wolde 
neuere so fayne, 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 430/3 The soppes 
of which he fayne ete. 1513 DouGLias 4/neis 1x. iv. 64 
To bring agane Eneas full fane thai wald. 1523 Lp. 
Berners /roiss. I. cxxy, 151 The kyng .. demaunded of 
them whyther they wolde faynest go. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 
1. iv, 1o A mirrhour .. Wherein her face she often vewed 
fayne. 1610 Suaxs. Temp. 1. i. 72, I would faine dye a 
dry death. 1709 Berkeley 7h. Vision § 86, I would fain 
know wherein consists that sharpness. 1801 SouTHEY 
Thalaba x. iv, He full fain would sleep. 1858 Neate 
Bernard de M. 32 My spirit seeks thee fain. 1874 Mortry 
Compromise (1886) 85 Those who would fain divide the 
community into two great castes. 1876 Morris Szgurd 1. 
173 She. .kisseth hersweet and fain. 1880 Miss Broucuton 
Sec. Th. 11. vii, She had fainer not. 

B. ¢1330 King of Tars 1058 Ageyn the soudan he gan 
hyghe, And wolde hym sle ful fawe. c 1380 Six Perum. 
308 Panne wolde pay wel fa3e, 3if pei mi3t helpe to Pat 
sir Olyuer hadde be sla3e. 

+ Fain, sd. Obs. [f. prec.] _Gladness, joy. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 3852 (Laud MS.) Laban then he did to 
calle for fayne of hym his frendis alle. c1400 Vwaine & 
Gaw., 2086 Alsone als he saw him stand For fayn he liked 
fote and hand. c1440 Bone Flor. 844 Syr Garcy went 
crowlande for fayne. 

+ Fain, v. Ods. Forms: 1 feesenian, feesnian, 
fahnian, 2 fajenien, 3 fajnien, fainen, (fawe), 
3-6 tayne, (4 feyn), 3-7 faine. See also Fawn z. 
[OE. fegnian, fezenian (f. fezgen, Fain) =ON. 
Jagna, OS. faganin, fagindn, OUG. faginén, fegt- 
non, Goth. faginin.] 

1. zutr. To be delighted or glad, rejuice. Const. 
of (earlier genitive), om, 7; with Zo and z7/. also, 
to desire, wish. 

c 888 ALFRED Boeth, xxx. § 1 Ne sceal he. .to unzemetlice 
feegnian Ozes folces worda. a@ 1000 Boeth. Metr. i. 66 Faez- 
nodon ealle. c1000 Ags. Gosp.Mark xiv. 11 Pa hi bis sehyrdon 
hi fahnodon [c1160 Hatton G. fageneden]. c1200 7 rin. 
Coll. Hom. 135 Fele shule fazenien on his burde. c 1205 
Lay. 21843 Pa fainede swide folc an hirede Of Ardures 
cume. a1240 Uveisun in Cott. Hom. 199 3if pu wult hit 
idauien iwis he wule durchut fawe. a@1300 L. XL. Psalter 
y. 12 And fayne sal alle pat hope in pe. a@1340 HampoLr 
Psalter xxxi. 14 Ffaynes in lord & glades rightwis. ¢1380 
Wycuir Serm. Sel. Wks. I. 246 Clerkis shulde .. feyn to be 
discharged of erpeli goodis. a1400-s0 Alexander 1745 
Feyne all with fairnes & fayne at bou may. c1450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 417 And thogh some tyme be gude the werld 
make man to fayne. 1596 SPENSER /. Q. V. xii. 36 [She] 
faynes to weave false tales. 

b. To pretend kindness. Cf. Fawn z. 

a1228 Ancr. R. 194 Hwonne ou ne wonted nowiht, 
peonne ueined he mid ou. 

2. trans. To make glad. Henee to welcome (a 


person) ; also, to congratulate (const. of). 

cx2zs0 Gen. & Ex. 1441 Eliezer .. bro3t him a wif .. He 
faznede hire wid milde mod. a1300 £, £. Psalter xiii). 4 
God pat faines mi youthede al. @1375 Yoseph Arim. 243 
Pei. .faynede me wip wordes, Bote bei hateden me. @ 1400- 
so Alexander 2 Yayn wold pai here Sum farand ping efter 
fode to fayn pere her[t]. 1480 Robt. Devyll 10 Of hys com- 
panye no man us fayne. 

3. To rejoice in, enjoy; also, to take to gladly, 
show preference for. rare. 

1483 Caxton Cato E viij, I wyl not that ye..suppose that 
. .synnars faynen[L. Zucrari] theyr synnes wythout to haue 
..punycyon..in thys world or in the other, 1606 WARNER 
Alb, Eng. xvi. ci. (7612) 399 The sprewsest Citie-Lads for 
her would faine the Countrie-aire. 

Hence + Fai‘ning £//. a., gladsome, affectionate ; 


also, longing, wistful. 

c 1400 Destr, Troy 12732 Clunestra..Resayuit hym..With 
a faynond fare, 1596 Neen Hymns, Hon, Love 216 His 
heavens queene..in his fayning eye Whose sole aspect he 
counts felicitye, 

Fain(e, obs. ff. of Fricn. 

Faineance (féi'ne,ans). vave—1. [f. FAINEANT : 
see -ANCE; F. faznéance occurs in Montaigne.] 
=next. 

1853 Kinastey /Hyfatia xxvii. 342 The mask of sneering 
faineance was gone, 


FAINT. 


Faineancy (féineansi). [f. as prec.: see 
-ANCY.] ‘The quality or condition of being a 
faineant. 

1854 THoreau in Salt Zz/ (1890) 156 They may be single, 
or haye families in their faineancy. 1884 Gotpw. Smit in 
Contemp. Rev. Sept. 316 The reduction of the House of 
Lords to faineancy. 

|| Fainéant (fgnean). sd. anda. Also 7 fai- 
niant, faitneant, faytneant. [F. faznéant (16the. 
also fazt-néant) ‘ do-nothing’, f. fazt, 3rd pers. sing. 
pres. of fazre to do + néant nothing ; really an ety- 
mologizing perversion of OF. fazgnant sluggard 
(still current as a vulgarism), pr. pple. of /azndre 
to skulk: see Farnt.] 

A, sh. One who does nothing; an idler. Often 
with allusion to the rozs fatnéants, ‘sluggard 
kings’, a designation of the later Merovingians. 

1619 Sir D, CarLeTon in Eng. & Germ. (Camden) 93 The 
two last Emperors..were both faineants. 1621 [see Fac- 
TOTUM 1). 1672 Petty Pol. Azat. (1691) 13 There are yet 
to spare..Casherers and Fait-neants, 220,000. 1855 H. G. 
Lippe. Hist. Rome v. xlvi, The fainéans who had dis- 
appointed them could hardly appear in public. 

B. adj. That does nothing; indolent, idle. 

1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. (1864) IX. xiv. i. 14 The fainéant 
Merovingians. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Org. iv. 163 


' The faineant aristocrat and apathetic dullard. 


|| Faineantise (fgnejantiz). Also 7 faitnean- 
tise. [Fr. fainéaniise, f. fainéant: see prec.] 
‘Do-nothing-ness’; indisposition to do anything ; 
indifference, inactivity. 

a 1684 LeiGuTon Let, in Leisure Hour Dec. (1874) 805 Nor 
would any fatigue..have degusted me so much as our ten 
years fai(n)tneantise has done. a 1734 Nortu 2xamz. (1740) 
99 If the King had, by any Faineantise or Remissness, let 
their Line run into Opportunities. 1822 T. L, Peacock 
Maid Marian ix, He had..sent all King Henry’s saints 
about their business, or rather about their no-business, their 
fainéantise. 

Finer, obs. f. FEIGNER. 

+ Fainhead. 02s. In 4-5 faynhed. [f. Farn 
@.+-HEAD.] Gladness, joy. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3851 (Gott.) Laban for faynhed he did 
to call..his freindes all. c1400 Destr. Troy 2446 Hit shall 
. fille you with faynhed. 

+ Fainlessly, adv. [?f. faiz, FEIGN v. + -LESS 
+-Ly 2, Cf, FAINTLESS.] Without attempted eva- 


sion. 

1652 GauLE Magastrom. 261 Women. .have fainelesly and 
willingly left their bodies and imbraced their deaths. 

Fainly (fé'nli), adv. rare. [f. Farn a. + -1y.] 
Gladly, eagerly. 

1535 Stewart Crom. Scot. 11. 28 Lord Eolus richt fanelie 
did thame gyde. 1626 W. ScLaTeER Lxfos. 2 Thess. (1629) 
221 Grace .. Easily, Willingly, fainely beteemes another, 
any other, all others share with it in the common Saluation. 
2a1800 Folly Goshawk ix. in Child Lng. § Sc. Pop. Ball. 
IV. 360 She’s gone unto her west window And fainly aye 
it drew. 1850 Bracke schylus 11. 268 Xerxes, stript of 
all his glory .. Fainly comes .. to the bridge that links the 
lands. 

Fainness (féinjnés). Chiefly Sc. and xorth. 
dial, [f. FAIN a, + -NESS.] The quality or state 


of being fain ; eagerness, gladness. 

€1300 Cursor M. 3851 (Cott.) Laban for fainnes did him 
call. .his frendes all. ¢13q40 HAmpoLE Psalter iv. 7 pou has 
gifen faynes in my hert. 1535 Stewart Croz. Scot. II. 80 
Tha. .left all waist for fanenes for to flie. 1571 G. BucHANAN 
Admon. Trew Lordis Wks. (1892) 30 Causit ye. .hamiltonis 
to fon for faynnes. 1830 Garr Lawrie T. v. viii. 228 The 
..bailie rubbed his hands with fidgety fainness. 1837 Car- 
LYLE #7, Rev. 1. v.ix, Foulon (in his fainness). .also claps. 

Faint (feint), sd. [f. Farr a. and v.]} 

+1. Faintness. Odés. 

«1300 Cursor M. 13477 (Gott.) If pai turn ham pair wai, 
For be faint sone faile sal pai. c1320 S77 Benes 4195 Beues 
for ffeynt bere hym lowe. c1430 Sy7 Gener. (Roxb.) 8814 
For pure feint right now she sank. @1533 Lp. BEerNers 
Huon cxx. 430 Huon..was sore wery for faynt, for the 
blude that he had loste. @15q4x Wyatt Poct. Wks. (1861) 
149 My hope..stumbleth straight, for feeble faint. 1600 
Horzanp Livy iv. xli. 165 Wearied with travaile, and faint of 
his woundes. 

2. A swoon. 

1808 Scorr AZarm. wv. xvi, The Saint, Who propped the 
Virgin in her faint. 1865 L. OuienHant P2ccadilly (1870) 280 
In a dead faint. 1885 R. L. & F, Stevenson Dynamiter 
45 The night..found me still where he had laid me during 
my faint. 

3. Comb. as + faint-fit = fainting-fit. 

1795 Wotcort (P. Pindar) Pixdariana Wks. 1812 IV. 190 
Without a scream, a faint-fit or a kick. 

Faint (faint), 7. Forms: 4 (and 9 insense 1 b) 
feint, 4-6 fainte, faynt(e, feynt(e, 6 Sc. fantie, 
4- faint. [a. OF. faint, feint, feigned, sluggish, 
cowardly, pa. pple. of faindre, feindre (mod.F. 
jeindre) to FEIGN, in early use also ref. to avoid 
one’s duty by false pretences, to shirk, skulk.] 

+1. Feigned, pretended, simulated. Qds. 

@1300 Cursor M. 19535 (Cott.) par-for tok he [Symon 
Magus] baptim faint. @1340 Hamror Psa/ter xl. 6 Vayn 
thynge & faynt spak his hert. c1400 Destr. Trey 12591 
Po lyghers..forget a faint tale vnder fals colour. c1440 
Vork Myst. xxix. 229 A faynte frend myght he per fynde. 
1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 144 He that loueth the 
with feynt loue. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 93 And finished 
the sayde peace with an assured othe..but it semed a faynt 
peace, for [etc.]. 


FAINT. 
b. Law. Saint action, pleading, etc.: =‘ feigned 


action’, etc.: see FEIGNED, 

1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII c, 24 The saide Manour .. to 
be recovered by fainte pleader, reddicion or other fraude or 
covyne. 1552 Hutort, Faynte accion, actio exermata. 
1607 Cowet /uterpr., Faynt pleader. 1641 Termes de la 
Ley 154 Faint pleading is a covenous, false, and collusory 
manner of pleading to the deceit of a third party. 1672 in 
Cowe. /ulerpr., Faynt alias Feynt Action. 1818 CRuIsE 
Digest (ed. 2) V. 517 A feint title. 

II. Sluggish, timid, feeble. 

+2. Avoiding exertion, shirking, lazy, sluggish. 

¢ 1325 Coer de L. 2519 ‘ Rowes on faste ! who that is feynt, 
Tn evel water may he be dreynt!’ 1393 Gower Conf. II. 5 
He..had his thoughtes feint Towardes loves and full of 
slouthe. c1440 Promp. Parv. 153 Feynt, segnis. 1513 
Dovuc as 4¢neis 1. vii. 33 The beis..fra thair hife..Expellis 

.. the faynt drone be. 1680 TempPLe Ovig. §& Nat. Gov: 
Misc. 53 ‘The spirits. .are rendered faint and sluggish. 

3. Wanting in courage, spiritless, cowardly. Ods. 
or arch. exc. in faint heart (now associated with 
sense 4 b). 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 18081 (Cott.) A faint fighter me thinc er 
pou. c1300 A. Adis, 7597 Haveth now non heorte feynte ! 
¢ 1320 Sir Benes 1575 Ase he was mad & feint To Iesu Crist 
he made is pleint. 1414 Brampton Penit. Ps. cxvi (Percy 
Soc.) 44 Myn herte is fals[e], feynt, and drye. ¢ 1489 Cax- 
TON Sonunes of Aymon viii. 184 Thoughe ye shold abyde 
behynde as weke men and feynte. @1533 Lp. Berners 
ffuon \ii. 177 Thou arte of a faynte corage. a1593 H. 
Siri Wks. (1867) II. 219 The faint spies that went to the 
land of Canaan. 1627 May Lucan 1, (1635) 103 To send 
thee civill wars Having so faint a chiefe. 1702 Rowe 
Tamerl. 1. i, His Party..soon grew faint. 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) 111. 689 Faint heart never yet raised atrophy. 

absol, 1814 Byron Lara u. x, The fierce that vanquish, 
and the faint that yield. 1870 Bryant //iad I. 1v. 120 He 
made the faint of spirit take their place. 

b. Proverb. 1569 W. Everton Ballad, Brittains Ida 
v. i, Faint heart ne’er won fair lady. 1624 MassINGER 
Parl. Love i. iii, All hell’s plagues light on the proverb 
That says ‘Faint heart’—! But it is stale. 

4. Wanting in strength or vigour. +a. Of per- 
sons or animals, their faculties or condition; also 
(rarely) of material agents: Weak, feeble ; sickly, 
out of condition. Ods. 

c1350 W7ll. Palerne 785 Febul wax he & faynt. 1399 
Lancet. Rich. Redeles 11, 88 With many ffair ffowle, pou3 
bey ffeynte were. c1420 Padlad. on Husé. 11. 288 In bigger 
bowes fele, and fainter fewe Brannches doo traile. 1513 
Douctas Afnezs vii. viii. 74 Thi vile unveildy age, Ourset 
with hasart hair and faynt dotage. 1535 CoverDALE Ps. 
exlii{i].7 Mysprete waxeth faynte. 1641 Best Harm. Bhs. 
(Surtees) 143 Barley strawe..is fownde. .not altogeather soe 
faint as haver strawe. 1653 WALTON Azgler 130 If I catch 
a Trout in one Meadow, he shall be white and faint. 1697 
Drypen Virg. Georg. 111. 204 If the Sire be faint, or out of 
Case. 1699 Dampier Voy. 11. 11. 36 Where the scantiest or 
faintest Land-winds are found, 1764 HaRMER Oédserv., tv. 
iv. 142 A very slow faint fire. 

b. Of actions, wishes, purposes: Half-hearted, 
languid, feeble. 

1596 Spenser /. Q. rv. vi. 24 Turning feare to faint deuo- 
tion. 1630 in Picton L’fool ALTunic Rec. (1883) 1. 158 Many 
disorders growen..through. .faint execucon of those lawes. 
1640 Hapincton Edw. J’, 183 The King. .dismist the Em- 
bassadors with some faint comfort. 1728 VENEER Sin- 
cere Penitent Pref, 4 A faint..progress in..religion. 1735 
Pore Prod. Sat. 201 Damn with faint praise, assent with 
civil leer. 1848 Macautay 77st. Eng. 1. 581 A faint show 
of opposition from one or two peers. 1863 Fr. A. KEMBLE 
Resid. Georgia 37 And found there had been some faint 
attempt at sweeping. 

5. Producing a feeble impression on the senses or 
the mind ; dim, indistinct, hardly perceptible: a. 
of light, sound, odour. 

1660 Bovte New Lap. Phys. Mech. 270 The sound grew 
fainter and fainter. 1665 Hooke J/icrogr. 84 By..'Turpen- 
tine, &c, all those reflections are made more faint. 1706 
Puixtires (ed. Kersey) s.v. Vision, Faint Vision is when 
a few Rays make up one Pencil, and tho’ this may be dis- 
tinct, yet it is obscure and dark. 1784 Cowrer Task v. 59 
Diligent to catch the first faint gleam Ofsmiling day. 1818 
SHELLEY Losalind 1015 The summer wind faint odours 
brought From mountain flowers. @1839 Prarep Poems 
(1864) I. 96 Echo shrinks, as if afraid Of the faint murmur 
she has made. 1868 Lockyer Elem. Astvyon. i. (1879) 10 
A star of the sixth magnitude is. .the faintest visible to the 
naked eye. 

b. of a colour. 

1552 HuLoer, Faynte and vnperfite coloure, dilutus color. 
1665 Hooker AZicrogr. 74 All manner of Blues, from the 
faintest to the deepest. 1716 Lond. Gaz. No. 5468/4 Stolen 
..a Faint Bay Horse. 1730 THomson S2mmier 1317 (1746) 
From her naked limbs of glowing white, In folds loose- 
floating fell the fainter lawn. 1816 J. Smitn Panorama 
Se. § Art Il. 724 The faintest part of the picture. 1872 
Bryant Little People of Snow 111 She saw a little crea- 
ture.. With. .faint blue eyes. 

e. Of markings, etc. Applied sec. to the lines of 

a pale blue or neutral tint ruled on paper as a guide 
for handwriting. Hence quasi-adv. in ruled faint. 

d. of objects of mental perception, e. g. resem- 
blance, probability, etc. Also of conceptions or 
representations: ‘Pale’ or feeble compared with 
the reality. 

1727 Swirt Gulliver u. viii. 166 Some faint hopes of relief. 
1751 JORTIN Serm. (1771) II. xvii. 333 The faint remem- 
brance of the word of God, 1772 Prirsttey Jnst. Relig, 
(2782) Il. 113 We forma faint Tea of [it], 1834 PrincLe 
Afr. Sk. x.338 Such is a faint picture of the state of things. 


1884 Manch. Exam. 11 June 5/3 There is not the faintest 
chance that [ete.]. 
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absol. 1840 Browntnc Sordedlo v. 417 Some first fact I’ the 
faint of time. 

6. Feeble through inanition, fear, or exhaus- 
tion; inclined to ‘faint’ or swoon. Const. + of, 
with. 

¢ 1320 R. Brunne JZedit. 509 pey bro3t hym to pylate, he 
stode ful feynt. ¢ 1380 .S7x Kerumb. 332 He ys bope paal & 
feynt. 1430 Lypc. Chvon. Troy. ix, Which of laboure were 
ful mate and feynt. c1489 Caxton Soxnes of Aynion ix. 
249 Guycharde..was feynte and felle doun to the erthe. 
1704 F, Futter Med. Gym. (1711) 30 When a Man. .rises 
first from his sick Bed..he quickly grows faint. 1837 Major 
Ricuarpson Brit. Legion u. (ed. 2) 291 He was exceedingly 
.. faint with the bruises he had received. 1867 DickENS 
Lett. (1880! IL 272, I was taken so faint afterwards. 

transf. 1548 Hatt Chron. 230b, Knowyng his treasorie 
. to bee so voyde and faint. 


IT1. 7. Producing faintness; sickly; + having 


a sickly smell. Of the atmosphere : Oppressive. 
1525 Lp. Berners /vo/ss. 11. clxxvii. [clxxiil.] 530 The 
wether was so faynt. 1622 Frercuer Beggar's Bush ui. i, 
‘The white Cony skin Though it be faint tis faire to the eye. 
1673 TempPLe Observ. United Prov. Wks. 1731 1. 46 Warm 
faint Air turns ina Night toasharp Frost. 1712 W. Rocers 
Voy. 182 The Weather was very wet, hot and faint. 
Sata in Daily Ted. 16 Aug., I wish La Villa Ricca de Vera 
Cruz had not quite so faintasmell. 1870 HawrHorNe Lg. 
Note-bks. (1879) 1. 345 The atmosphere was a little faint 


| and sickish. 


IV. Comb. 8. a. with adjs. of colour, as 
Jaint-blue, -green, etc. b. parasynthetic, as faznt- 
breathed, -hued, -lipped, -vorced, etc. 

1598 Sy_vesterR Du Lartas u. ii. u. Babylon 301 The 
faint-breath’d children Cry often Bek. 1682 Sir ‘T. Browne 
Chr. Mor. 9 Persons..but pale in goodness, and faint hued 
in integrity. 1820 Keats Hyferion ut. 39 Faint-lipped 
shells. 1832 Tennyson AJarviana in S. 5 A faint-blue ridge 
upon the right. 1844 Lp. Houcuton Palm Leaves 138 
Purple and faint-green relics of the day. 1871 EK. F. Burr 
Ad Fidem xiv. 284 Difficulties become faint-voiced. 

9. quasi-adv. with ppl. adjs., as /aznt-gleaming, 
-glimmering, -heard, -lit, -warbled, etc. 

1727-46 THOMSON Swwzmer 48 The meek-ey’d morn ap- 
pears .. faint-gleaming in the dappled east. 1728-46 — 
Spring 585 The long-forgotten Strain, At first faint-warbled, 
1729 SAVAGE Wanderer i. 12 The Stars .. faintglimm’ring 
with remains of day. 1866 Howe ts Venet. Life xvii. 260 
Faint-heard refrains. 1867 R. Lytton Chron. § Char, The 
faint-lit cold-wall’d corridors. 

Faint (fzint), v. Forms: 4-5 feinte, 4-6 
faynt(e, (6 fayncte), feynt(e, 5- faint. [f. 
Faint a.; cf. the rare OF. fezztzr = sense 1.] 

1. zntr. To lose heart or courage, be afraid, be- 
come depressed, give way, flag. Now only arch. 
after Biblical uses. 

c1350 W7ll. Palerne 3638 For here fon gun feynte & felde 
weremanye. a@ 1400 Adam Davy's Dreams 118 A voice me 
bede I ne shulde nou3th feinte. 1526 TinDALE 2 Cor, iv. 1 As 
mercy is come on us we fayncte not. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
59 b, The straunger so faced the Englishman, that he faynted 
in hys sute. 1653 Hotcrorr Procopius u. 41 The soldiers 
blamed each other for fainting. 1701 STEELE Chr. Hero 
ui. 62 His great heart, instead of fainting and subsid- 
ing, rose and biggen’d. 1722 Sewer /77st. Seared AE 
I. 11. 187 He was despised by many; yet he fainted not. 
1827 Kesie Chr. VY. 24th Sund. after Trin., Why should we 
faint and fear to live alone. 1875 Jowrerr Péafo (ed. 2) II. 
478 Answer and faint not, 

2. To become faint, grow weak or feeble, decline. 
Const. 27, of. Obs. exc. poet. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 13918 All feblit be freike, fainted of 
strenght. ¢1450 Crt. of Love 460 All her ymage paynte In 
the remembraunce till thow begynne to faynte. 1530 Ras- 
TELL Bk. Purgat. u. xviii, The understandynge begynnyth 
to faynt. 1568 Yacob & Esau i. i. 31 in Hazl. Dodsley 
(2874) II. 190 Sometimes Esau’s self will faint for drink and 
meat. 1623 BincHam Xenophon 45 If they perceiue, that 
you faint in courage. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Aineid 1x. 473 
‘The Fires were fainting there. 1820 SHeLtry Qdipus 1. i. 
56 Loading the morning winds until they faint With living 
fragrance. 1866 B. Taytor Poems, Odalisgue, The day, 
through shadowy arches fainting. 

+b. To fall short. Obs. rare. 

1623 Bincuam Lepsius’ Comparison 3 It fainteth or straieth 
from the marke, if you aime further off. 

3. To fall into a swoon. Also with away. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 3550 He.. fainted for febull, and 
felle to be ground Inaswyme. c1440 York Myst. xlv. 95 
Caste some watir vppon me, I faynte ! 1600 Suaks. A. VY. L. 
iv. ili. 149 And now he fainted, And cride in fainting vpon 
Rosalinde. 1668 Eruerrepce She Would tf She Could w. 
i, Oh, I shall faint! 1703 MaunpRELL Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 
107 Where Christ fainted thrice, under the weight of his 
Cross. 1742 WESLEY Frn/, 18 Jan., As soon as she rose 
from prayer, she fainted away. 1847 Grotr Greece 11. lii. 
(1862) IV. 421 He fainted away and fell back. 1880 Ourpa 
Moths 1. 16 She could have fainted. 

b. To droop, sink zzto. “Ht. and fig. rare. 

1712~4 Pore Rage Lock 1v. 34 There Affectation .. Faints 
into airs, and languishes with pride. 182x Keats Lamia 
ae A flower That faints into itself at evening hour. 

. To lose colour or brightness; to fade, die 
away. Const. zz¢fo. Now rare. 

1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 11. xvii, Coloures that may neuer 
faynte. 1594 PLar ¥ewwell-ho. 111. 66 The Wines doe .. be- 
ginne to faile or faint. 1675 A. Browne Avs Pictoria go 
‘The next [grounds]..as they loose in their distance must. . 
faint..in their colours, 1708 H. Puiires Cyder 1. 67 Un- 
skill’d to tell Or where one colour rises or one faints. 1711 
Pore Let. H. Cromwell 12 Nov., Those .. figures in 
the gilded clouds which while we gaze long upon .. the 
whole faints before the eye, and decays into confusion. 
1873 Miss THackeray Old Kensington xv. 124 The draperies 
hang fainting and turning grey and brown. 1890 W. C. 
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FAINTING. 


Russert Ocean Tragedy MII. xxxii. 193 The sky had 
fainted into a sickly hectic. 
b. nonce-wse. To grow dull or insensible Zo. 
1669 Penn No Cross Wks. 1782 11. 93 We fainted to that 
pleasure and delight we once loved. 
5. ¢rans. To make faint or weak, depress, en- 
feeble, weaken. ave in mod. use, Also impers. 


It faints me. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Man of Law’s T, 828 O luxurie .. thou 
feyntest mannes mynde. cx1400 Destr. Troy 11162 Purgh 
failyng of fode. .fainttes be pepull. ¢1420 Padllad. on Hush. 
11. 1090 Ffele I have seyn thair dammes feynt or quelle. 1509 
Hawes Past. Pleas. xx, xiii, Doth he not knowe how your 
hert is faynted? 158x Mutcaster Positions iv. (1887) 22 
Neither faint it [the body] with heat, nor freese it with cold. 
1613 Suaks. //en. VII/, 11. iii. 103 It faints me To thinke 
what followes. 1614 ‘T. Apams in Spurgeon 7veas. Dav. 
Ps, xxxy. 3 Deferred hope faints the heart. a1657 Lovrpay 
Lett. (1662) 195 It.. faints my industry. 1755 GuTHRIE 
Christians Gt. Interest (1667) 113 ‘This seriousness breaketh 
the man’s heart, and fainteth the stoutness of it. 1858 Mrs. 
OutrHant Laird of Norlaw VII. 175 Too much joy almost 
fainted the heart of the Mistress. 1871 R. ELiis Catudllus 
lxiv. 216 Son, whom needs it faints me to launch full-tided 
on hazards. ; 

+b. To make less, diminish. Ods. vare. 

1899 Marston Sco. Villanie 11. viii. 212 With incensing 
touch To faint his force. 

Faint-draw (feint;drg), v.  [f. Faint a. + 
Draw v.] trans. To draw or delineate lightly. 

1728 SavacE Bastard 33 You had faint-drawn me witha 
form alone. 

Fainted (feintéd), A/. a. [f. Farnt v. +-Ep 1.] 
+a. Rendered cowardly or timid. +b. Become 
weak or exhausted. e@. Fallen into a swoon (7are). 

c 1500 Melusine 140 By one only Cowarde & feynted herte 
is sometyme lefte & loste al a hoole werke. @ 1533 Lp. Ber- 
neRS //707 liii. 180 A! false faynted hert. 1614 Br. Hatt 
Recoll, Treat. 124 Why doth none of his gallant nobles re- 
vive the faynted courage of their Lorde with a new cuppe? 
1642 Mitton Afol, Smect. (1851) 296 So reviving to the 
fainted Common-wealth. 1847 /vaser’s Mag. XXXVI. 32 
There she lies, not fainted. .but like a somnambule. 

+Fainten, v. Obs. rare—}. [f. Fant a. + 
-kN5,] ¢vans. To make faint, depress, dispirit. 

1612-5 Be. Hatt Contempl., N. T. 1. i, Thou wilt not be 
. -absent..so long as to fainten the heart. 

Fainter (féinto1). [f. Famrv.+-=R1.] One 
who faints or gives way. 

1826 Scott Woodst, xxxiii, The soldiers chosen for this 
service should be. .no fainters in spirit. 

+ Faintful, a. Obs. [f. Fart sd. or v. + -FUL.] 
Ready to faint ; causing or indicating faintness. 

1589 FLeminc Virg. Georg. m1. 18 Faintfull and like to die. 
1590 GREENE O77. ur. (1861) 98 Let them stream along my 
faintfull looks. 1594 Lopcre Wounds Civ. War v. in Hazk 
Dodsley VU. 195, I feel the faintful dews of death. 

Faint-heart (féinthait), sd. anda. [f. Fain 
a. + Heart] A. sb. 

+1. The fact or condition of having a faint heart; 
want of spirit. Ods. 

1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 760 They [men] .. through 
faint-heart, and lack of courage, do change their first mind. 

2. One who has a faint heart ; a coward. 

1870 Daily News 16 Noy., ‘You are all fainthearts, not 
Frenchmen.’ 

B. adj. Faint-hearted, timid, spiritless, cowardly. 

1590 Martowr 22d Pt. Tamburl, ut. ii, That coward 
faint-heart runaway. 1596 SPENSER J. Q. Iv. x. 17 Cowards 
.. And faint-heart fooles. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. 11. 
1. sor O faint-heart thief of love. 

Faint-hearted (fei:ntha1téed), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -ED?,] Having a faint heart ; wanting energy, 
courage, or will to- carry a thing through; timid, 
cowardly. Also adsol. 

c1440 Promp, Parv. 153 Feynt hertyd, vecors. 1535 
CovERDALE 1 Sam. xiii. 7 All the people were fayntharted 
after him, 1631 GouGE Goa’s Arrows v. xi. 421 A few white- 
liverd, faint-hearted souldiers. 1723 Dre For Col. Jack 
(1840) 17, I find you are faint-hearted, and unfit for our 
trade. 1843 BeTHune Sc. /ireside Stor. 54 Young fellows 
like you, are sometimes faint-hearted. 1871 FREEMAN No72x. 
Cong. (1876) 1V. xviii. 145 A fainthearted..faction soon 
began to show itself among those of higher degree. ‘ 

absol. a1600 Hooxer Lecl. Pol, (1617) 746 The punish- 
ment threatened..to the fearful and faint-hearted. 1847 
Emerson Repr. Men, Goethe Wks. (Bohn) I. 395 The dis- 
advantages of any epoch exist only to the faint-hearted. 

Hence Fai:nt-hea‘rtedly adv., in a fainthearted 
manner. Fai:nt-hea'rtedness, the quality or state 
of being fainthearted ; timidity, cowardice. 

1580 HottyBanp J7veas. Lr. Tong, Laschement..faint 
hartedly, /é%d., Covardise. .fainthartednesse. 1605 Br. HAL 
Medit. & Vows 1. § 76 To finde such fainthartednes in my- 
selfe at the first conceit ofdeath. 1671 H. M. tr. Erasmus 
Collog. 110 But how many Christians dye very faint- 
heartedly? 1753 N. ‘Torrtano Gangy. Sove Throat 60 
A Faint-heartedness. .always accompanies Putrefaction and 
Insensibility. 1874 Motitey Barneveld (1879) 11. xi. 26 
Baffled..by the faintheartedness of his nominal friends. 
1876 Mrs. Wuitney Lights & Jus. xi. 120 ‘It is such a 
responsibility to take’..I said, faint-heartedly. 

Fainting (féintin), v7. 5d. [f. Faint v. + 
-InG1l] The action of the vb. Faint. 

1. A growing feeble or faint-hearted; depression, 
discouragement. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 13936 With fainttyng & feblenes he fell 
to be ground. 1590 es Com. Err. 1.1. 46 Almost at 
fainting vnder The pleasing punishment that women beare. 
1633 G. Herpert Temple, Love Unknown 2 In my faintings 
I presume your love Will more complie, then help. 


FAINTING. 


2. Swooning. 

1601 Hotianp Pliny xix. v. 18 This root... [e-ecampane] 
thus confected is singular good for faintings. 1684 BUNYAN 
Pilgr. 1. (1879) 176 Fetch something, and give it Mercy.. 
to stay her fainting. 31748 Hartitey Odserv. Man. 1. i. 40 
Hence Faintings and Stupors. 1850 Mrs. Stowe Uncle 
Tom's C. xxxix. 344, | meant to stop your fainting. 

b. attrib. in fainting fit, a swoon. 

1702 J. PurceLt Cholick (1714) 97 Fainting Fits, ora Syn- 
cope..will ensue. 1828 Scorr 7. AZ. Perth ii, Catharine.. 
was. .recovered from her fainting fit. 1855 Srantey J/em. 
Canter®, iii. (1857) 128 Often he fell into long fainting fits, 
which his attendants mistook for death. 


Fainting (fé'ntin), 44/7. a. [f.as prec. +-ING?.] 
That faints, in senses of the verb. 

1558 PuHaEerR #xeid vi. 361 The feble mone doth giue 
sometime a faynting light. 1576 FLeminc Paxopl. Epist. 
76 The Senate, whom I perceived in manner fainting and 
wearie. 1591 SHAKs. 1 Hex, VJ, 11. v. 40 That I may kindly 
giue one fainting kisse. 1708 Epm. Smita Yo Mem. of F. 
Philips in Anderson B. P. VI. 618 The fainting Dutch re- 
motely fire. 1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr. Viaud's Shipwreck 
201 Yes, O Yes! she replied in an almost fainting tone. 
1771 Hutt Sir W. Harrington (1797) IV. 162 We had 
such trembling and almost fainting doings. 1818 SHELLEY 
Lett. 10 July, Translating into my fainting and inefficient 
periods, the divine eloquence of Plato’s Symposium. 1855 
Macautay Hist, Eng. II. 239 His eloquence roused the 
fainting courage of his brethren. 

Faintingly (fé'-ntinli), adv. [f. prec. + -Ly2.] 
In a fainting manner; + feebly, + faint-heartedly ; 
like one who is fainting. 

1576 Freminc Panofl, Epist. 41 This letter is not onely 
lamentably indited, but also faintingly invented. 1586 A. 
Day Eng. Secretary 1, (1625) 108 And albeit he was. .like- 
liest of all other to attaine the victory, yet.. he faint- 
ingly withdrew. 1635 Swan Sfec. MW. ix. § 1 (1643) 470 
His many knocks cause him faintingly to fall. 1839 
Lapy Lytton Cheveley (ed. 2) I. vii. 135 Mademoiselle 
began to..,incline her head faintingly towards his shoulder. 
1844 Lp. HovucHton Mem. Many Scenes, Dream in 
Gondola 06 A deft canoe .. Faintingly rocked within a lone- 
some cove. 


+ Faintingness. Os. 
= FAINTNESS, 


1634-5 BreRETON 7 vav. (1844) 126 Save only a faintingness 
when I came on shore. 


+ Faintise. Ods. Forms: 3-5 feint-,feynt-, 
-ise, -yce, -yse, (4 fentesye, 5 feyntyse), 4-5 
faint-, fant-, faynt-, -es(e, -is(e, -ys(e, (4 Sc. 
fayntice, 5 fentyse). [a. OF. fainiise, ferntise 
(mod.F. fezntise) = Pr. feintesa, f. faint, feint 
feigned, sluggish, cowardly: see Faint a.] 


1. Deceit, dissimulation, hypocrisy, pretence. 

1340 Ayend, 26 Hit wes al fayntise and ypocrisie. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 594 Ere he fayne any faintes. 1485 Caxton 
Chas. Gt. 217 The kyng..dysposed hym to receyue baptym 
.- without fayntyse. 

2. Feebleness, weakness (of body or mind); 
want of energy, cowardice. Cf. FAINTNESS. W72th- 
out faintise: without flagging or flinching. 

1297 R. Gtouc. (1724) 39 Muche ping, pat ys eldore loren 
porw feyntyse .. he wann sebbe a 3eyn. ¢1330 R. Brunne 
Chron. (1810) 176 Philip withouten fayntise did alle his 
trauaile. a1400 Pol. Rel. § L. Poems 246 For feyntyce fel 
pat fayre fode, Nakyd he bar pat hard rode ‘To-ward caluery. 
cx47o Harpinc Chron, Lxxxt. viii, Thei faught without 
feyntise. 

Faintish (fe'ntif), 2. [f. Farnt a. + -18H.] 

1. +a. Rather weak or feeble. Ods. b. Affected 
with a feeling somewhat like that of fainting. 
Also of the feeling itself. 

1667 H. Stusse in Pil. Trans. II. 50x Neither does all 
that sweat make us faintish. 1683 Tryon Way to Health 
82 ‘Those Cattel that feed on Grass are weak and faintish in 
comparison of those. .fed with Hayand Corn. 1767 Goocu 
Treat. Wounds \. 224 He continued faintish for some days. 
1834 Lanpor Exam. Shaks. Wks. 1846 11. 267, | wax faintish 
at the big squat man, 1848 J. H. Newman Loss 4; Gain 11. ii. 
(1853) 288 Charles had a faintish feeling come over him. 
1856 Lever Martins of Cro’ M. 128 A qualm of faintish sick- 
ness. ‘ 

2. Rather indistinct, hardly perceptible. 

1712 Nereides 35 The Water-Lillies are a faintish sweet. 
1713 Rowe ¥ane Shore v. i, Upon her Cheek a faintish Flush 
was spread. 1748 RicHarDSoNn Clarissa (1811) V. i. 4 Then 
in a faintish, but angry voice, ‘ begone from my door’. 1767 
Enret in PAz?, Trans, LVII. 114 The young leaves. .are of 
afaintish green. 1866 CartyLte Z. Jrving in Resin. (1881) 
268 To the Louvre. .got rather faintish good of the pictures 
there. 


Faintishness (fé'ntifnés). [f. prec. + -NESS.] 
The state or condition of being or feeling faintish ; 
a slight tendency to faint. 

1733 ArBuTHNoT Ox Azr i. § vii. 48 The sensation of 
faintishness and debility. 1789 W. BucHan Dom. Med. 
(ed. 11) 221 When. .faintishness..render[s] cordials neces- 
sary, we would recommend good wine. 1816 Chvon. in 
Ann, Reg. 575, 1 felt myself assailed by a kind of faintish- 
ness. 1833 M. Scotr Yom Cringle (1859) 206 While faintish- 
ness encreased so that I could hardly speak. 

Fai-ntive, a. rare—', [f. Farnr v. + -1VE.] 
Ready to faint ; languid. 

a1813 A. Wiison Disconsolate Wren Poet. Wks. (1846) 
96 She poured out her mane, Sae faintive, sae plaintive. 

‘Faintiless, a. [f. Farr s.+-LEss.] Exempt 
from fainting ; unflagging. 

1593-4 SYLVESTER Profit of lmprisonment 323 By faintless 
exercise faire Vertue to maintaine. 1664 Pepys Diary (1879) 
III. 96 Cramp be thou faintless, 

VoL. IV. 


[f. as prec, + -NESS.] 
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+ Faintling, sd. and a. Obds. [f. as prec. + 
-LInG.] A. 5d, One who is faint or faint-hearted. 
B. aaj. Faint-hearted. : 

1614 C. B. Ghost of Rich. III, Such fayntlings never yet 
were prest with coyne. 1712 ArBuTHNoT Fohkn Bull (1752) 
82 Thou art such a faintling, silly creature. 

+Faintly, ¢. Ods. [f. Faint a.+-ty!.] = 
FAINT in various senses. 

171z W. Rocers Voy. (1718) 267 It being but a faintly 
food. 1771 J. Foor Penseroso u. 69 Hence the spring 
Emits a faintly blush. | 

Faintly (feintli), adv. [f. as prec. +-Ly 2.] 

+1. Feignedly, by way of feint or pretence, de- 
ceitfully. Ods. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1725) 152 Gode acord to make, 
forsope fulle fayntlie. c1400 Cato’s Morals 16 in Cursor M. 
App. iv, Fainteli for to speke..is falsid and blame. 1523 Lp. 
Berners Fyozss. 1. ccxxi. 287 Some men of armes passed’ 
after fayntly. 1548 Hatt Chron. 241 Countryes .. by hym 
stollen and faintly conquered. 1741 MIDDLETON Cicero I. v. 
365 Gabinius. . was forced to. . fight for Pompey at first faintly 
{L. sz#exJate]and unwillingly, but at last heartily. 

+ 2. Ina spiritless manner, like a coward ; timidly. 

1297 R. Giovc. (Rolls) 10596 Hii fou3te feinteliche, 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 491 What he bygynneb feuke. 
liche, he forsakep hit feyntliche as a womman. c 1400 
Melayne 1419, | fro this grete Iournee Fayntly fledde a way. 
1580 Baret Adv. W 341 Womanishlie, faintlie, fearefullie, 
muliébriter. 1643 DENHAM Coofer's H, 285 He faintly now 
declines the fatal strife, 

3. In a weak, feeble, or languid manner ; feebly. 

¢1320 R. Brunne Medit. 572 Cryst gob krokedly pys heuy 
cros vndyr, And feyntly hyt berep. c1380 Wyciir Serm. 
Sel. Wks. I. 180 Pus moun we se how feyntli we serve to 
Crist. ¢ 1430 Syx Gener. (Roxb.) 1617 Wel feyntlie she felt 
hir stere, 1526 Prlgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 155 b, Perfec- 
cyon, whiche they slowly & weykly or fayntly desyre. 1632 
J. Haywarp tr, Biondz’s Eromena 29 Faintly kissing him, 
she breathed out her life. 1699 Dampier Voy, II. 1. 16 The 
tide pressing against the stream, tho faintly. 1781 GipBon 
Decl. & FU. xli. 504 Theix valiant promise was faintly 
supported in the hour of battle, 1861 Athenxumt 29 June 
854 Cavour faintly smiled. 

+b. With hesitation, not actively or energeti- 
cally, coldly, half-heartedly. Ods. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 153 Feyntly, segniter. 1488 Caxton 
Chast. Goddes Chyld. 13 Though I wyll but fayntly..my 
wylle is to wylle perfyghtly. 1548 Hatt Chron. 177 They 
set forward the king, and.. brought him to London. .where 
he was fayntly receyved, and febly welcomed. 1627 May 
Lucan ui. (1635) 356 Brothers faintly would ’gainst brothers 
fight. 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 468 P 3 To praise faintly the 
good Qualities of those below them. 1756 C. Lucas Ess, 
Waters III, 180 Having but Mayow. .faintly on my side. 

4. In a faint or almost imperceptible degree ; 
very slightly; in faint tones ; without vividness or 
distinctness. 

1590 SPENSER /. Q. 111. vy. 24 An arrow..fayntly fluttering. 
1595 SHAKS. John Iv. ii. 227, 1 faintly broke with thee of 
Arthurs death. 1695 BLrackmore Pr. Arth, 11. 706 Some.. 
faintly Blue. 1708 J. Puiirs Cyder 1, The cowslip posies, 
faintly sweet. 1781 Gippon Decd. § F. III. 149 The wide 
and stony beds, whose centre was faintly marked by the 
course of a shallow stream. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. I. 
420 This salt detonates faintly. 1849 Mrs. SomervILLE 
Connex. Phys. Sc. xxxvii. 436 Faintly visible to the naked 
eye. 1892 Law Times XCIII. 459/x The notice of objection 
is not signed by any elector, but is stamped faintly with a 
stamp signifying that ‘ Richard Mason ’ is the objector. 

+b. Hardly, scarcely. Obs. 

1529 Supplic. to King 50 Doo not these thinges fayntely 
agree with the sayenge of... Paule the Apostle. 1634 M Assin- 
GER Very Woman u. ii, We have but faintly yet begun our 
journey. 1636 — Bash/ful Lover m. iti, My enemy—I can 
faintly call him so. 

Faintness (féintnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The state or condition of being faint. 

1: The state or condition of being without strength 
or exhausted ; exhaustion, feebleness. 

a 1440 Sir Eglam. gox For feyntnes sche myght not speke 
aworde. 1494 FasyaN CAvon. vi. cxcvi. 201 He bled so sore 
that for fayntnes he fyll from his horse. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
60 b, This miserable famyne. .encreasyng so. .that the stout 
souldiour for faintnes could skase welde his weapon. 1625 
Hart Anat. Ur. 1. iv. 72 There followeth a..faintnesse of 
their ioynts. 1672 SANDERSON in Walton L7f M ija, A great 
bodily weakness and faintness of spirits. @1717 BLACKALL 
Wks. (1723) 1. 63 'Tis this faintness of their Desire which 
is the Cause of it’s being successless. @1871 Grote E¢h. 
Fragmt. i, (1876) 14 The faintness or potency of the feeling. 

+b. transf. 

1543-4 Act 35 Hen. VIII, c. 10 For fayntnes of the 
springes..the accustomed course of the waters. . diminished. 
1548 Hatt Chron. 226'To them he explaned. .the fayntnesse 
& lenenesse of hys treasure. 

+e. Of flesh : Want of firmness or solidity. 

1599 Minsueu Diad. Sp. & Eng. (1623) 56 Of this fertilitie 
proceeds the faintnesse of the flesh there. J 

2. The state of being faint in spirit; dejection, 
timorousness ; inertness, slackness, sluggishness. 
Obs. exc. in faintness of heart, etc. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. xxvii. (1495) 430 For 
his feyntnes and cowardnes the kite is ouercome of a birde 
that is lesse than he. c1485 Digdy AZyst. iii. 280 In feyntnes 
I falter, for pis fray fell. 159 SHaxs. 1 Hen. VJ, w. i. 107 
The palenesse of this Flower, Bewray’d the faintnesse of 
my Masters heart. 16453 Mitton Jefyach. Introd., They 

have neglected through faintnesse the onely remedy 
of their sufferings. 185 GALLENGA /¢aly 301 Faintness of 
heart and infirmity of purpose must naturally..be found in 
so vast a mass. : 

3. The feeling of being faint or ready to swoon. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. +531) 253 b, He fell downe for 











FAIR. 


feyntness and weyknes. 1791 Mrs. RapcuirFe Rom. Forest 
xx, The faintness is already gone off. 1828 Scorr #. JZ. 
Perth xxxiv, The faintness which seemed to overpower him, 
1874 Liste Carr Fud. Gwynne I. i. 29 Sudden faintnesses 
at the last moment. 

4. The quality or fact of being faint or of feebly 
affecting the senses ; dimness or feebleness (of light, 
colour, outline, etc.). 

1651 Davenant Gondibert ut. iv. 50 It [the emerald].. 
will, when worn by the neglected wife, Shew when her 
absent Lord disloyal proves, By faintness. 1732 BERKELEY 
Alciphr. wv. § 8 Littleness or Faintness..seem to have no 
necessary connexion with greater Length of Distance. 1824 
L. Murray “xg. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 40 The faintness of the 
sound of this letter. 1883 F. M. Crawrorp Dr. Claudius 
ix. 169 The faintness of the gathering twilight. 

Faints (féints), sd. f/. Also 9 feints. [pl. of 
FAINT a. (quasi-sd.).] The impure spirit which 
comes over first and last in the process of distilla- 
tion. Also attrtd. 

1743, Maxwe_t Sel. Trans. 295 Is it not a great 
Fault among Distillers, to allow any of the Faints to run 
among their pure Goods? 1816 J. SmitH Panorama Sc. & 
Art Il. 580 The latter part of this running being weak, is 
called feints. 1883 J. GarpNER Brewer, Distiller etc. v. 
146 The remaining weak spirit that distils over, called faints, 
is caught separately. 

attrib. 1880 Act 43-4 Vict. c. 24 Sched. 1, A low wines 
and feints charger must be connected with the still. /dzd. 
24 § 3 Spirits conveyed into a feints receiver. 

Fainty (fé'nti), 2. Obs. exc. poet. and dial. 
[f. Faint @.+-y.] 

1. Faint, sickly, languid. 
Inclined to swoon. 

1530 Tinpate Pract. Prelates Wks. II. 257 Faith waxed 
feeble and fainty. 1586 Cocan Haven Health \xix. (1636) 
78 If a man use much Saffron, it will make him very fainty. 
1648 GacE West Ind. xvi. (1655) 109, I presently found my 
stomach fainty. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. 1. 431 The 
fainty Root can take no steady hold. 1700 — Fadles, 
Flower & Leaf 381 The fainty knights .. knew not where 
To run for shelter. 1796 CoLeripcE in Mrs. Sandford 7. 
Poole & Friends (1888) 1. 177 It..left me pale and fainty. 
1855 SINGLETON V7rg7/ I. 295 All hands. .their fainty frames 
have flung Upon the earth. 1884 Hotianp Chester Gloss. 
s.v. Aitch, Fainty aitches are fainting fits. ; 

2. Causing or productive of faintness; sickly. 

1590 I. Watson Eglogve Death Sir F. Walsingham 107 
Who shall recure their faintie maladies? 1600 App. ABBor 
Exp. Yonah 602 A faintie sultrie blowing. 1683 Tryon 
Way to Health 86 They are apt to sweat much, whence 
proceeds a fainty Indisposition. 

Hence + Fai-ntiness. 

1683 Tryon Way to Health 31 Green Corn or Grass.. 
makes such Cattle .. apt to faintyness and Diseases. /ézd. 
593 Causing a general Faintiness to attend the whole Body. 

Faiple, Sc. var. of FippLz, underlip. . 

Fair (fée1), sb.1 Forms: 4-5 feire, feyre, 4-7 
faire, fayre, 5-6 fayer (6 faier), 5-7 fare, 7- 
fair. [a. OF. fezre (mod.F. fozve) = Pr. fezra, 

fiera, fieyra, Sp. feria, Pg. feira, It. fera:—Lat. 
feria holiday. ] 

1. A periodical gathering of buyers and sellers, 
in a place and at a time ordained by charter or 
statute or by ancient custom. (In many cases fairs 
are resorted to for pleasure-seeking as well as for 
business ; and in England they sometimes survive 
merely as gatherings for pleasure.) Often modified 
by prefixing other words, indicating the things sold, 
the time of year, or some special object for which the 
fair is held ; as cattle-, cheese-, horse-, ram-, sheep-, 
etc., fair; Easter-, Michaelmas-, summer fair. 

{1292 Britton 1. xiv. § 3 Qe il facent crier la pes de eux en 
citez..et'en feyres et en marchez.] c 1330 R. BrunNE Chron, 
(1810) 328 In feire and markette pei salle seke him oute. 
1393 Lanot. P. PZ. C. vi. 211 Ich wente to be faire With 
many [maner] marchandises. 1489 Ld. 77eas. Acc. Scot. 
(1877) I. 119 A blak horss boycht..in the fayre. 1548 
Hatt Chron. 122 b, The faier, on the day of Sainct Michaell 
the Archangell, kepte in .. the toune of Caen. 1611 Brsce 
Transl. Pref. 12 To neglect a great faire, and to seeke to 
make markets aftewards. 1686 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. 1. 181 
Ye freemen. .of New Castle. . Requesting a Fare to be kept 
in yt Towne twice a year. 1764 Foote Mayor of G. m1. 1, 
Has he not..made himself the fool of the fair. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) III. 272 Where the King grants a fair or 
market, the grantee shall have..a court of record. 184 
EvpuinstoneE Hist. Ind. 1. 327 Each has its market day, 
and its annual fairs and festivals. 1857 Mrs. CARLYLE 
Lett. 1. 315 A mere cattle-fair; no booths with toys and 
sweeties, 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Skirl. 11.145 The summer 
fair had long gone by. : 

b. phr. A day after the fair : too late. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 218 b, A daie after the faire, as the com- 
men proverbe saieth. 1676 ETHEREDGE AZax of Mode 11. i, 
You came a day after the fair. 1882 P. Firzceratp Lecreat. 
Lit. Mag. (1883) 55 It..would be the day after the fair. 

ce. transf. Applied to a ‘ bazaar’ or collection 
of goods to be sold to raise money for a charitable 
purpose. Chiefly in fancy-fair (see Fancy a.1d), 
church-fair (U.S.). 

1876 W. A. Butter Mrs. Limber’s Raffle i. 18 A church 
fair, or any fair, in fact, always seems to me like a contrivance 
to get a great deal of money for very little value. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as fair-booth, -day, -grownd, 
-place, -stead, -time, -town; fatr-like adj.; fair- 
going a., going to a fair; fair-keeper, (a) one 
who has a stall, etc., at a fair; (6) an officer 
charged with the maintenance of order at a fair, 


In later use chiefly : 


FAIR. 


1862 H. Marryat Fear in Sweden 11. 385 On the village- 
green stand moss-grown *fair-booths. 1568 GraFTon Chron. 
II, 431 He..tooke the towne of Peples on their *fayre day. 
1678 Bunyan Pilyr. 122 The Prince of Princes .. went 
through this Town..upon a Fair-day. 1771 WESLEY Fr. 
18 June, It being the fair-day. 1801 BLoomrieLp Rural 7. 
(1802) 6 Many a kind *Fair-going face. 1851 Mrs. Brown- 
1NG Casa Guidi Windows 123 The world. .has grown A Fair- 
going world, 1881 Hcho 9 July 3/1 The Munster pig buyers 
have peremptorily refused to buy on the “fair-ground of Sir 
Henry Becher. 1708 Loud, Gaz. No. 4398/3 The *Fair- 
keepers resorting to the ‘I'wo Fairs held in... Bristol. 1864 
A. McKay Hist. Kilmarnock 106 ‘The guard, or ‘ fair- 
keepers’. . were supplied with ale, etc., at the expense of the 
town. 1577-87 Hotinsuep Chron. II. 21/2 The. .*fairlike 
markets..kept in Dublin. 1795 Sforting Mag. V. 39 A 
battle was fought in the *fair-place. 1657 REEVE God's Plea 
166 Merchandize .. is the Nations Head-servant .. sent out 
to all the earth, as toa generall Market, and *fairstead to 
buy her provisions. 1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 384 In the 
*feyre tyme ijd. 1602 Carew Cornwall 122 a, Camelford, 
a market and *Fayre (but not faire) towne. 


Fair (fée1), a. and sd.2_ Forms: a. 1 feger, 
(feezir), 2 Orm. fa33err, (3 feier, -izer, -ir, 
fazer, faizer, feizer’, 2-6 feir, -yr, feier, -yer, 
5-7 faire, -yr(e, 5 feire, -yre, 3-6 faier, -yer, (5 
fayir), 4-7 far(e, 2-fair. 8. 2-3 veir, (3 vejzer, 
vejer, veiezer), 3-4 vair, -yr. [Com. Teutonic: 
OE. Sezer = OS. fagar, OUG. fagar, ON. fagr 
(Sw., Da. fager), Goth. fagrs:—OTeut. */agro-z.] 

A. adj. (In all the older senses formerly used 
antithetically with fow/. This is now ods. or arch. 
exc. with the sbs. weather, means.) 

I. Beautiful. 

1. Beautiful to the eye; of pleasing form or ap- 
pearance; good-looking. Phrases, /azr (to see 
(arch.) ; fac and free (obs. or arch.). 

No longer in colloquial use; in literature very common, 
but slightly axch. or rhetorical. 

a. of persons; chiefly with reference to the 
face; in mod. use, almost exclusively of women. 


Also of the body or its parts. 

¢ 888 K. AELFRED Boeth. xxxii. § 2 Swa feezer swa swa Alci- 
biades..was. a 1000 Cadmon's Gen. 457 Op-Szxet he Adam 
searone funde..and his wif somed, freo fagroste. c12z00 
OrMIN 6392 Patt an wass swipe fa33err wif. c1205 Lay. 3886 
He wes wis he wes fir, /di:/. 25305 Pa ueiezereste wifmen. 
c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 2659 So faizer he was on to sen. x097 R. 
Gtouc. (1724) 66 Fairor womman nas po non. Jdid. 556 
Vairore fole ne mi3t be, pan wip him was bere. a 1300 Cu7- 
sor M. 4223 (Cott.) loseph..was fre and feir. c¢1320 S77 
Beues 538 Ne non, so faire limes hade! c¢ 1385 Cuaucer LZ. 
G. W. 613 Cleopatras, Sche was fayr as is the Rose in May. 
1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. v. xviii. (1495) 123 Yf the 
chynne be proporcyonate to the foreheed, it makyth it fare. 
a 1400-50 A /evrander 601 Pe fax on his faire hede was ferly 
to schawe. ¢1435 Vorr. Portugal 782 My dowghttyr gente 
‘That ys so feyer and fre. 1548 Hatt Chron, 166b, In this 
trobleous season .. was y® quene delivered at Westmynster 
of a fayre sonne. 1553 1. Witson Wet. (1580) 40 A Gentle- 
woman .. faire of bodie. 1602 SHaks. Ham. 1. i. 47 That 
Faire and Warlike forme. 1667 Mitton P. L. iv. 324 The 
fairest of her Daughters Eve. 1697 Dryven Virg. Georg. 
iy. 760 His Head, from his fair Shoulders torn. 1810 Scotr 
Lady of L. ut. xxv, Of stature fair. 1832 TENNYSON Szs/e7s, 
The earl was fair to see. 1864 — Ay/mer’s /. 681 Fair as 
the Angel that said ‘ Hail!’ 

Jig. 1871 R. B. Vaucuan Life 7. Aguinas II. 639 The 
noblest and fairest spirits of beautiful, wicked Athens. 

b. Applied to women, as expressing the quality 
characteristic of their sex. So, The fazr sex (=Fr. 
le beau sexe), a fatr one. 

c 1440 York Alyst. xlvi. 259 If we bynde ou3te bat faire one 
in ferenowe. 1599 MinsHeEu Dial. Sp. § Eng. (1623) 5 What 
from our faire neighbour? YeaSir. Well..they are from a 
cleanly woman. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. 11. 92, I..can 
by no meanes approve the ambition of your fayre neighbour. 
[1665 Boy.e Occas. Refi. v. ix. (1675) 329 Persons of the 
fairer sex.] 1711 SHarress. Charac. (1737) 1. 331 The con- 
fessing lover. .ascribes all to the bounty of the fair-one. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 48 A Note..which my fair Corre- 
spondent had taken Opportunity of leaving. 1732 BerKELEY 
Alciphr. u. § 24 The fair sex have now nothing to do but 
dress and paint. 1798 Frrriar /l/ustr. Sterne v. 155 My 
fair readers must excuse me. 1800 Med. Frnl. III. 442 
‘These melancholy cases..spread a general alarm over a 
considerable district among the fair sex. 1825 A. CUNNINGHAM 
‘Wet Sheet & Flowing Sea’ 10 O for a soft and gentle wind ! 
I heard a fair one cry. 

adsol. with plural sense. 

1700 DryDen Fadles, Cock § Fox 624 What will not Beaux 
attempt to please the Fair? 1777 W. DaLrympte Trav. Sp. 
§ Port, xviii, At church. .the fair carry the appearance of 
saints. 

¢e. of abstractions personified. 

1743 Pore Dunc. iv. 24 There, stript, fair Rhet'ric lan- 
guish'd on the ground. 1950 Gray Elegy, Epitaph i, Fair 
science frown’d not on his humble birth. 1764 Gotpsm. 
Trav. 365 Fair Freedom, taught .. to feel ‘The rabble’s 
rage, 

+d. used in courteous or respectful address. 

1350 Will. Palerne 4596 Faire fader, bi mi feip folili 3e 
wrou3ten. ¢1450 Merling Ffeire suster ye ought not to come 
in this place. /é7d. 15 Feyre sone, for youre sake shall I suffir 
the deth. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 92/3 Ha faire sires he was 
but late byheded. 1530 Patscr. 218/2 Fayresyr, dean sire. 
1568 Grarron Chron. II. 205 Ye be welcome fayre sister, 
with my fayre Nephew your sonne. 1588 Suaxs. LZ. L. L. 
V. li, 310 Faire sir, God saue you. : 

+e. of animals. Hence in Hunting use applied 
distinctively to a roebuck of the fifth year. Ods. 

¢1220 Bestiary 734 Panter is an wilde der, Is non fairere 
on werlde her, 1382 Wycuir ¥er. xlvi. 20 The she calf fair 
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and shapli Egipt. 1486 Bk. St. A/ban's Avj b, This isa fayr 
hawke. 1535 CoveRDALE Yudges y. 10 Ye that ride upon 
fayre Asses. 1576 FLEMING Panofl. Epist. 401 A sea Gull 
among a sort of faire swannes. 1664 Power Ea. Philos. 
1, 1 In it [the flea] are two fair eyes. 1728 Pore Due. 11. 41 
A partridge plump, full-fed and fair, 1820 Scorr Addbot 
i, The fairest herd in the Halidome. 
f. of inanimate things. 

Beowulf 773 On hrusan ne feol fazer foldbold. Be] 
Lamb, Hom, 25 He..bid al swa is an eppel iheowe, he bi 
wid-uten feire and frakel wid-innen. ¢ 1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 
185 A faier bode inne to wunien. c1ago S. Eng. Leg. I. 
48/42 A fayr wode in deorsete. a 1300 Cursor M. 22511 
(Cott.) Pe sun..es pe fairest on to loke at middai-time. 
€ 1340 /éid. 2468 (Lrin.) A... fair cuntre Pe flom ran pour3e 
feire to se. ax1400-50 Alexander 1541 On hys heued a 
hoge fair myter. 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 16 Preamb., 
Divers tenementes and feier places bilded ther. 1526 Prlgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 46 He brynge forth euery yere fayre 
floures. 1548 Hatt Chron. 87 ‘The fayre toune of Com- 
paigne. 1596 SHaxs. Zam. Shr. Induct. i. 46 Carrie him.. 
to my fairest Chamber. 1658 Vestry Bhs. (Surtees) 324 He 
hath already a fayre and large pew in the church. 1710 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 88 He presented his 
Majesty with a fair guilt Cup. 1719 De For Crusoe (1858) 
422 The same wicker work, but much fairer. 1799 Worpsw. 
‘She dwelt’ Wks. (1888) 115/1 A violet. . Fair asa star, when 
only one Is shining in the sky. 1808 Scorr Mavm. 1.1, 
‘Tweed’s fair river, broad, and deep. 1819 SHELLEY Cencé 
v. iv. 1o4 Awakening earthquake, o’er whose couch Even 
now a city stands, strong, fair and free. 1842 BaRHAM 
Ingol. Leg., Ingol. Penance, The Ingoldsby lands are broad 
and fair. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps vi. § 20. 182 A fair 
building is.. worth the ground it stands on. 


g. of appearance, visible qualities, arrangement, 


etc. 

1178 Cott. Hom. 219 Hi alle wurdon awende of ban fe3re 
hiwe. ¢1340 Cursor M. 4225 (Trin.) pi godenes & pi feire 
hew. c1400 Rom. Rose 3613 As faire semblaunt thanne 
shewed he me..Asaforndiddehe. 1535 CoverDALE Fudith 
xvi. 7 Iudith..with hir fayre bewtye hath discomfited him, 
1563 SHUTE Archit. D iij b, Ye may finde a faire diminishing 
as I have said before. 1867 Miss Brappon Rupert Godwin 
I. i. x The Captain and his wife were both in the fairest prime 
of middle age. — 

h. In various plant names, as Pair Days, 
Grass, the Goose-grass (otentilla anserina) ; 
Pair in sight, the Blue-bell. See also Farr MAID. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens i. xxiii. 175 These floures [Blue bells] 
be now called Fayre in sight. 1884 MILLer Plant-n. 42/2 
Fair Grass, or Fair Days, Potentilla anserina. 


+ 2. Of sounds, odours, etc.: Agreeable, delight- 
ful. Obs. 


@ 1000 Czdmon's Exod. 566 Gr.) Seznas stodon on fzerne 
sweg. 13.. &. £, Allit. P. A. 46 A fayr reflayr 3et fro hit 
flot. 


+3. Desirable, reputable. Obs. 

¢€1380 Wyciir Sed. Wes, IIL. 144 Ffeyre hit is to haue a 
son. ¢1386 CHaucer Pyo/. 212 (Harl. MS.) He hadde 
i-made many a faire mariage. 1393 Lanct. P; PZ. C, xxi. 
28-9 ‘To be cald a knyght is fair.. To be cald a kyng is 
fairour. 1650 FuLLER Pisgah tv. vii. 134 His two sons who 
slew him, got exile. .too fair a reward for so foul a Patricide. 
1676 ETHEREDGE Jan of Mode u. ii, E’ne let him go, a fair 
riddance, ; 

b. Of an amount, an estate, fortune, etc. : Con- 
siderable, ‘ handsome ’, liberal. 

a 1240 Ureisun in Cott. Hom. 199 Pu schalt me a ueir dol 
of heoueriche blisse. 1642 R, Carpenter Eaferience iv. 
xii. 172 The imagination. .performeth a faire deale more in 
the Table, than the painter. 1654 Sir E. NicHovas in 
NV. Papers (Camden) II, 88 A faire fortune is come to our 
countryman Sir Chi. Wrey. 1848 Macautay //7st. Eng. II. 
112 Scotland, since her sovereigns had succeeded to a fairer 
inheritance, had been independent only in name. 1859 
Jeruson Brittany xviii. 289 Giles, to whom a fair heritage 
was no less agreeable than a fair wife. 

+4. Of language, diction: Elegant. 

Jair speaker. Obs. 

¢1380 Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat, Wyclif 141 If hise 
{antichrist’s] clerkis cunne speke fayre latyne. 1398 Trrvisa 
Barth. De P. R. xv. \xviii. (1495) 514 Men of Grecia were 
fayr and moost grete spekers. c¢1425 WyNTOUN Cron. 1x. 
Prol. 10 To tret a matere in fare Dyte. c1440 Prowp. Parv. 
146 Fayre spekar, ovatoy. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) 
Dictes 145 At was .. translated into right good and fayr 
englissh. 

5. Of external manifestations, words, promises : 
Attractive or pleasing at the first sight or hearing ; 
specious, plausible, flattering. 

a 1000 Czdmon's Gen. 899 (Gr.) Me nedre beswac .. Purh 
fezir word. ax1z00 Vices § Virtues (1888) 11 Ic habbe 
beswiken min emcristen mid faire wordes. 4@ 1300 Cursor 
M, 24824 (Cott.) Wit hightes fair he wan pair will. 1362 
Lancit. P. P27. A. u. 23 Fauuel with feir speche hab brou3t 
hem to-gedere. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 173 He mote 
be war tas faire biheste ne veyn glorie ne coveitise ne 
bigile him not. 1473 Warkw. Chron. 7 By fayre speche. .the 
Kynge scaped oute of the Bisshoppys handes. 1538 Starkey 
England x, ii. 191 By hys dyssymulatyon and Fare wordys 
{he] was interteynyd in a long sute. 1568 Grarron Chron, 
II. 17 A fayre speaker, anda deepe dissembler. 1611 Bis.e 
Gal. vi. 12 Many..desire to make a faire shew in the flesh. 
1653 H. More Antid. Ath, ut. ix. (1712) 115 A fair ‘Tale 
was made to the Pastor of the Parish. 1695 CoNnGrEvVE 
Love for Love iw. xiii, After all your fair speeches .. and 
kissing, and hugging. 1873 Burton //ist. Scot. V. lvi. 125 
He has fallen away from all his fair promises. 1875 Jowrrr 
Plato (ed. 2) 111. 604 The Sophists have plenty of brave 
words and fair devices, 

b. Proverbs. 

1471 [see Fain a. rb]. ¢1572 GascoiGne Fruites Warre 
Wks. 154 Fayre wordes make fooles fayne. 1593 Drayton 
Idea \ix, ‘ Fair words make fools’, replieth he again. 1676 
Wycnercey P/. Dealer y. iii, Fair words butter no cabbage. 


Hence 








FAIR, 


II. 6. Of complexion and hair: Light as op- 
posed to dark. 

App. not of very early origin. In the context of our first 
quot. ‘ brown’ and ‘ foul’ are treated as equivalent. 

1551 ‘I’. Witson Logike (1580) 34 b, I shall marrie a faire 
woman..a browne woman. 1 J. Watts in Songs § 
Ball. (Roxb. 1860) 146 [Women are] Fearare than the flower 
delyce, Ruddye as the rose. 1604 SHaks. Ofh. 1. iii. 291 
Your Son-in-law is farre more Faire then Blacke. «a 1661 
Futter Worthies (1840) 111. 392 Negroes have their beau- 
ties as well as fair folk. 1697 DrypeN Virg. Past. x. 58 
Are Violets not sweet, because not fair? 1774 Gotpsm. Vaz. 
Hist. (1776) 11. 232 In all regions, the children are born 
fair, or at least red. 1803 Aled. ¥rn/, X. 547 Persons who 
have the fairest skin. 1864 TeNNyson Aylmer's /. 193 His 
[face]. .Sear'd by the close ecliptic, was not fair. 


III. Free from blemish or disfigurement. 
+7. Of fruit, flesh, etc. : Sound, free from disease 


or specks, Oés. 

c 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 93 Pe fleisch is maad fairer pan 
it was tofore. c1450 7wo Cookery-bks. 83 Take faire rawe 
parcelly. 1669 Wor.tincr Syst. Agric. (1681) 165 The 
fairest may be kept for Seed, as before of Carrots. 1671 
Eng, Rogue 1V. xi. 204 [Street cry] Fair Oranges,—Fair 
Lemons. ¢1770 Mrs. Giasse Compl, Confectioner 6 ‘Take 
the fairest and firmest pippins. 


8. +a. Of things in general: Clean, unsoiled, 
unstained. Of paper: Not written upon, un- 


used. Ods. 

¢ 1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 39 Put hit in cofyns pat bene 
fayre. c1450 7720 Cookery-bks. 82 Put pe pork on a faire 
spitte. 1552 Bk. Com. Prayer Communion, A fayre white 
lynnen clothe. 1660 Boye New Lap. Phys. Mech. xxxvi. 
(1682) 142, I took a fair glass siphon. 1703 M. Martin WW. 
Islands Scot. 278 They [the bones] were fair and dry. 1737 
Wescey /Vks. (1872) I. 46 A paper book; all the leaves 
thereof were fair, except one. 1800 Herscuet in PAz?. 
Trans, XC. 529 The vanes are covered with a piece of fair 
white paper. 

b. Of water: Clean, pure. + Of 
colour: Clear, not cloudy. 

€1340 Cursor M. 20212 (Fairf.) Ho .. wasshed hir bodi in 
faire water. c1440 Douce M/S. 55 fol. 10 Bray hem in a 
morter small with feyre water. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s 
Hnusb, ut. (1586) 121 Most Bullockes .. desire a faire cleere 
water. 1655 CuLPerrer Xiver7us 1. xi. 42 Fair water may 
suffice to wash the Feet, 1663 GEeRBIER Counsel 108 As red 
as the fairest Vermilion. 1669 Sturmy A/aviner’s Mag.v. © 
65 Gun-powder of a faire Azure. .colour is very good. 1747 
A. HamiLton New Acc. E. Ind. 11. xxxvi. 43 A Dish of Rice 
boiled in fair Water. 1756 Burke Sxd/. § B. im. xvii, The 
colours of beautiful bodies must not be dusky or muddy, but 
clean and fair. 1816 Scorr Axtig. xxxvi, A glass of fair 
water. 1858 O. W. Hotmes Ant. Break/-t. (1883) 3 The 
rinsings..spoil a draught of fair water. 

e, Of handwriting: Neat, clear, legible. /az7 
copy: a transcript free from corrections. Cf. 
CLEAN a. 3c. See FatR-copy. 

1697 Dampier Voy, (1698) I. 355 This Letter was written 
in a very fair hand. 1709 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
II. 228 A fair copy of the Statutes. 1828 CoLeBROOKE JZ/isc; 
Ess. (1873) I. 518 Let him appoint, as scribe, one .. whose 
hand-writing is fair, etc. 1844 Dickens A/art, Chuz.1, A 
fair copy of his draft of the catalogue. 

d. Phrase. Cf. CLEAN 3d. 

1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Lfpigr. (1867) 64 Except hir 
maide shewe a fayre paire of heeles, 1630 WapswortH 
Sp. Pilgr. viii. 83, | shewed them a faire paire of heeles. 

e. Of a line, curve, or surface: Free from rough- 
nesses or irregularities ; smooth, even. Now chiefly 
Naut. 

1486 Bk. St. Alban's Dij b, Take a tame Malarde and set 
hym in a fayr playn. 1577 B. Goocre Hevesbach's Husb. 1. 
(1586) 42 b, The floore must be fayre and smoothe made. 
c1850 Rudim. Navig.(Weale) 117 Fair, a term to denote 
the evenness or regularity of a curve or line. 1888 Loner. 
in Scrién, Mag. 111. 424 Fair surfaces have fallen into 
neglect nowadays, our present fancy being for..wrinkled or 
blotchy surfaces. 


9. Of character, conduct, reputation: Free from 
moral stain, spotless, unblemished, Also in phrase 


Zo stand fatr. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 137 uric mon pe leded feir lif and 
clene. c1200 7%ix. Coll. Hom. 85 Manie swo ledden here 
lif pat te biginninge was fair, and te middel fairere, and te 
ende alre fairest. c 1330 R. BruNNeE Chron. (1810) 14 Ailrik 
was..a duke of faire fame. 1676 Hate Contemp. 1. 47 A 
quiet, serene, and fair Conscience. a@1704 T. Brown 7zwo 
Oxford Scholars Wks. 1730 1. 6 The poor painful priest 
standing fair in the Opinion of the neighbourhood. 1734 
Eart Oxrorp in Swift's Lett. (1768) IV, 64 This person .. 
had the fairest and most unexceptionable character, 1819 
SHELLEY Ceci 11. i. 293 My fair fame. 1892 F. Hace in 
Nation (N.Y.) LV. 411/2 To the detriment of his fair fame. 

10. Of conduct, actions, arguments, methods; 
Free from bias, fraud, or injustice ; equitable, legi- 
timate. Hence of persons: Equitable; not taking 
undue advantage; disposed to concede every reason- 
able claim. Ofobjects: That may be legitimately 
aimed at; often in fazr game, fig. See Fair AND 
SQUARE, FAIR TRADE, 

€ 1340 Cursor M, 13837 (Trin.) Po dedes to vs be not faire 
1435 Yorr. Portugal 786 Were that feyer, To make an 
erlles sone myn Eyer? aie: J. Jackson 77ue Evang. T. u. 
95 ‘he fat Calfe. Whereby, in a faire parabolicall inter- 

retation, is meant..Christ himselfe. 1647 Sir E. Nicuoas 
in WV. Papers (Camden) I. 77 L. C. doubts not of Lo. Bruces 
faire dealing. 1680 Otway Orphan ui, i. 811 The fair 
Hunter's cheated of his Prey. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. ut. 
x. (1695) 287 As fair a Man, as he..who sells several Things 
under the same Name. 1748 HartLey Odserv. Man 1. iil. 
278 Words which have the fairest Right to each Class 1790 


Now vare. 


FAIR. 


Patey Horx Pau. Rom. ii. 18 [It] is rendered a fair subject 
of presumption. 1816 BentHam Chrestomt. 296 In that cha- 
racter it becomes fair game for ridicule, 1839 T. Arrwoop 
Sp. in Ho. Com. 14 June, They only ask for a fair day’s 
wages for a fair day’s work. 1848 Macauray Hist. Eng. 
I. 567 The nk would fall by fair fighting and not by 
murder, 1854 H. Rocers Ess. II, i. 10 The fairest of all 
controversial antagonists. 1870 Max Mier Sc. Redig. 
(1873) 150 vote, It is but fair..tostate. 1885 Law Times 
28 Mar. 388/2 A’fair account should be given, 1886 Pad 
Mall G. 27 Oct. 3/2 ‘ Fair houses’, i.e. firms where the rules 
of the Union are followed. 

b. Of conditions, position, etc.: Affording an 
equal chance of success; not unduly favourable 
or adverse to either side. Phrase, 4 fair field and 
no favour. 

1711 Pucxie Club 22 note, Supposing both box and dice 
fair, gamesters have the peep, eclipse, thumbing. 1771 
FRANKLIN A xtobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 60, I was now on a fair 
footing with them. 1845 James A. Wed I. vii. 143 That 
would not matter if the ground were fair. 1883 E. PENNELL- 
Evmuirst Cream Leicestersh, 202 He. .asked only for a fair 
field and a clear course. 

e. Fair play: upright conduct ina game; equity 
in the conditions or opportunities afforded to a 
player; ¢ransf. wpright conduct, equitable condi- 
tions of action generally. 

1595 SuHAKS. Yohu v.i.67 Shall we vpon the footing of 
our land, Send fayre-play-orders, and make comprimise. 
Ibid. v. ii. 118 According to the faire-play of the world, Let 
me haue audience. 1630 2. Fohuson’'s Kingd. & Conunw. 
Ajijb, Some... name him when they quote him; and thats 
faire play. 1669 MArveELt Corr. cxxvi. Wks, 1872-5 IT. 287 
To give the fairest play to him. 1744 Berkevey Let. Tar- 
water § 21 Give this medicine fair play. 1824 Scorr Red- 
gauntlet xx, Fair play’s ajewel. 1844 DisraEewt Coningsby 
1v. vy, To prevent his fine manners having their fair play. 
1882 C. M. Yonce Unknown to Hist. xxxvi, Fear of the 
future shut his eyes to all sense of justice and fair play. 

ll. Expressing moderate commendation: Free 
from grave objection; of tolerable though not 
highly excellent quality; ‘pretty good’, Of 
amount or degree; Adequate though not ample ; 
‘respectable’. 

[t795 Burke Corr. (1844) IV. 317 The course taken by the 
enemy often becomes a fair rule of action.) 1860 TYNDALL 
Glac.1. xviii. 133 Fair glacier work was now before us. 1870 
Lussock Orig. Civiliz. ii. (1875) 37 Very fair drawings of 
animals. 1873 Brack Pr. V/xle xxiii. 385 A pretty fair 
notion of what had happened. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. 
304 Edward the Sixth, was a fair scholar in both the classical 
languages. 1875 Hamerton /xte/l. Life x. v. 388 A person 
in fair health. 18,. R. Kirtinc Railway Folk 56 A fair 
number of old soldiers. : 

b. In school reports, marking a passable degree 
of excellence. 

1861 V. Lusuincton in Working Men's Coll. Mag. 149 
Power to refuse the required certificate of school-attendance, 
unless the school is ‘ fair’ for the purpose intended. 


IV. Favourable; benign; unobstructed. 

12, Of the weather: Favourable, not wet or 
stormy. Also with some notion of sense 1: Fine, 
bright, sunny. Now sometimes contrasted with 


fine, as ‘ the weather was fair, but not fine * 

¢ 1208 Lay. 7594 Heo hefden swide fair weder. c 1450 St. 
Cuthbert (Surtees) 1077 His seruands on a day fayre Bare 
him with oute to take be ayre. 1535 CoveRDALE Ecclics, iii. 
15 ‘Thy synnes also shall melt awaye, like as the yse in y® 
fayre warme wether. 1611 Biste Matt. xvi. 2 It will be 
faire weather: for the skie is red. a@167x R. Bounun Disc. 
Wind 122 At Surat, Malabar .. and that coast of India, is 
the fair season till March, 1713 Berkevey Lss, Guardian 
y. Wks. III. 161 Fair weather is the joy of my soul. 1781 
Cowerer Anti-Thelypthora 71 October .. mild and fair as 
May. 1867 Ourwa C. Castlemaine (1879) 6 The morning 
was fair and cloudless. ‘ 

+b. Fair day, daylight = BROAD DAY, DAY- 
LIGHT. 

c 1480 Merlin 610 It was than feire day. 1523 Lp. Berners 
Froiss. 1. cclxy. 392 It was faire day or he coude get into 
the right waye. 1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1621) 308 It 
was yet scarce fair day, when .. the armies .. began again 
the battell. 1605 Suaks. Lear iv. vii. 52 Where am I? Faire 
day light? Es 

c. fig.; esp. in phrases, + Zo make fatr weather 
fo, with: to curry favour with. + Zo make it fair 
with: to deal complaisantly with. 

¢1380 Wycur SeZ. Wks. 111. 365 Crist .. wolde not make 
it fair wib bes ordris, 1598 Marston Sco. Villanie 1. 139 
Ixion makes faire weather vnto Iove. 1625 Bacon £ss., 
Friendship (Arb.) 173 Frendship maketh indeed a faire Day 
in the Affections, from Storme and Tempests. 1687 R. 
L’EstrancE Answ. Diss. 5 The Roman Catholiques are 
making Fair Weather with the Dissenters. 1866 Crump 
Banking ix. 217 For fair weather the Act of 1844 works. 

18. Of the wind: Favourable to a ship’s course. 
+ To come fair: to become favourable. 

¢ 1384 Cuaucer H. Fame 1967 Of faire wyndes and eke of 
tempestes. 1593 Suaks. Rich. L/, u. ii, 123 The wind sits 
fair for news to goto Ireland. 1665 Sir T. Herpert Trav. 
(1677) 386 So soon as the wind came fair aboard away we 
went. 1790 Beatson Nav. § Adil. Ment. 374 To proceed... 
with the first fair wind. 1879 BeerBoum Patagonia A fair 
wind .. soon brought us close to our destination. 

14. Giving promise of success; ‘likely to suc- 
ceed’ (J.); likely, promising, advantageous, suit- 
able. Of a star, omen: Propitious. Phrases, 
+ Zo be, seem, stand fair for, or to with inf. ; Zo 
be ina fair way + of, to: to have a good chance 
of (doing, obtaining, or reaching something). 

31375 Barsour Bruce xvu. 837 To se quhethir fayr war him 
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till To ly about the toun all still. c 1400 Destr. Troy 1119 
Now fraist we before how fairest wille be. c1ggso Lioyp 
Treas. Health (1585) 8 Ther is no better .. nor no fayrer 
cure, 1588 Suaxs. Z. L. L. 1v. i. 10 A stand where you 
may make the fairest shoote. 1596 — Merch. V. 1. i. 20 
Your selfe .. stood as faire As any commer .. For my affec- 
tion. 1603 Knoties /Yist. Turks (1621) 113 They.. let slip 
that so faire'an opportunitie. a@16x8 RALEIGH Ess. (1650) 
Ev, The Caliphes. .obteined..amighty Empire, which was 
in faire way to have enlarged. 1642 RoGers Naaman 11 
Many more.. who might seeme faire for it [the grace of 
God]. 1655 Sir E, Nicnotas in NV. Pagers (Camden) II. 
197 Cardinal Francisco Barbarini is belieued to stand fair 
to be elected pope. 1669 Baxter Cald to Unconverted iv, 
How fair you are for everlasting salvation. 1676 WisEMAN 
Surg. v. ix. 386, I presently looked for the jugular veins. . 
opened the fairest, and took away..a dozen ounces of blood. 
1678 Bunyan Pilgr, 1. 29, I once was, as I thought, fair for 
the Ccelestial City. 1683 Drypen Vind. Dk. of Guise, The 
first play I undertook was the Duke of Guise, as the fairest 
way..of setting forth the rise of the late rebellion. 1757 
Burke Adridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. 1842 IL. 563 The crown, 
to which he had such fair pretensions. 1814 D. H. O’Brien 
Captiv. § Escape ror Being at last in a fair way of suc- 
ceeding. c182z0 SHELLEY Homer's Hymn to Castor 20 Fair 
omen of the voyage. 1822 — Trius. of Life 256 The star 
that ruled his doom was far too fair. 1848 Macautay //ist. 
Lug. Il. 551 A fair prospect of reaching their destination. 
+b. A fatr day: success in battle. Ods. 

1548 Hati Chron. 76 b, A famous victory and a faire daie. 
1550 Crow ey May to Wealth 602 The Egiptians thought 
to haue had a faire day at them. 1600 HoLianp Livy vi. 
xxxil. 239 They [the Romans].. were but only in some 
good hope of having a fair day of their enemies. 

te. To have the fairer (of): to get the better 
or upper hand of. ds. 

1375 Barsour Bruce x.77 Thair ennymyes Had all the 
fayrer off the fycht. cx1400 Destr. Troy 6882 Pe troiens 
.. be fairer of be fyght in be feld had. Zézd. 7990 If it falle 
me by fortune the feirer to haue. 

15. Of a means or procedure, and of language ; 
Gentle, peaceable, not violent. + Of the coun- 
tenance: Benignant, kindly. +-Of death: Easy, 
‘natural’; without violence. 

In fair means the adj. can also have the sense io, and 
sometimes has a mixed sense. 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 45 He wolde fare wip his folk in 
a faire wise To bi-holden here hom & non harm wirke. 1548 
Hatt Chron. 176 Determining either by force or fayre meanes, 
to bring their purpose to a conclusion. 1603 KNo..es //is¢. 
Turks (162 1) 1161 With a faire countenance, and a majestie 
full of mildnesse .. hee.. sought to appease them, /dzd, 
1332 To seduce men either by force or faire persuasion. 
1659 B. Harris Parival’s [ron Age 101 Ferdinand. .thought 
it his duty to draw, either by fair meanes or foul, all his 
Subjects to the Roman Catholick Religion, 1671 Mitton 
Samson 688 Not only dost .. remit To life obscur’d, which 
were a fair dismission. ¢ 1680 HickERINGILL Hist, Whiggisnt 
Wks. (1716) I. 74 The Lord Treasurer Weston dyed of his 
fair death, flying beyond Sea. 1703 MauNDRELL Journ. 
Serus. (1732) 9 Try first by fair means. 1704 J. Locan in 
Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem, 1X.292, 1 have used both fair and foul 
words. 1832 Lanner Adv. Niger I. iii. 160 They .. en- 
deavoured to obtain her by fair means, 

16. Free from obstacles; unobstructed, open. 

1523 Firzuers. usb, § 19 The waye is lyke to be fayre 
and drye. 1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1621) 69 A faire 
breach for the Christians to enter, 1622 Bacon Hen. VIL 
12 Left faire to interpretation eyther way. 1665 BoyLr 
Occas. Refi. Table of Contents, His horse stumbling in 
avery fair way. 1670 Narsoroucn Jrn/. in Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy.(1711) I. 79 Keep the South-shore in fair view. 1682 
Bunyan Holy War v, They made a fair retreat. 1712 W. 
Rocers Voy. 49 Go out on the other side .. which I think 
is the fairest Outlet. 1768 J. Byron Narrative 10 The sea 
making a fair breach over her. 1816 J. Witson City of 
Plague i. iv, Keep back ..so that each man may have A 
fair view of the pit. 1845 Forp Handbk. Spain 1.12 The 
fairest though farthest way about is the nearest way home. 

17. Open to view, plainly to be seen, clear, dis- 
tinct. Now chiefly dad. 

1577 B. Goocre Heresbach's Husb. w. (1586) 157 b, The 
white .. are alwaies the fairest marke in a Hawke, or a 
Bussardes eie. 1633 P. FrercHer Purple [sl, v, Fair on 
the face [God] wrote the index of the mind. 1665 BoyLe 
Occas. Refi. Ww. xix. (1675) 282 The fairer and wider Marks 
that may be hit in many places. 1671 Grew Anat, Plants 
1. ii, § 8 Although in all places of the Root they are visible, 
yet most fair and open about the filamentous Extremities of 
some Roots. 1847 TENNYSON Princ, u. 305 All her thoughts 
..fair within her eyes, 1877 V. W, Linc. Gloss. s.v., 
Lincoln Minster's fair to see fra Barton field. 

18. Comd., chiefly parasynthetic, as, fazr-ankled, 
-born, -cheeked, -coloured, -complextoned, -condi- 
tioned, -eyed, -featured, -forluned, -fronted, -horned, 
-maned, -minded (hence fatv-mindedness\, -na- 
tured, -outsided, -reputed, -sized, -skinned, -spaced, 
-speeched, -tongued, -tressed, -visaged, -weathered, 
-soned. 

1875 Loner. Pandora v1, Zeus..like a swan flies to “fair- 
ankled Leda! 1830 Brewster Edin. Cycl. VII. 1. 49/2 
The *fair born children of Negroes. 1870 Bryant /éiad I. 
1. g Let the *fair-cheeked maid Embark, Chryseis. 1757 
Dyer Fleece 11. 154 *Fair-colour'd threads. a@1773 Lo. 
LytrLteton Wks. 1776, I. 189 A very pretty, *fair-com- 
plexioned girl, 1866 CartyLe Rein. 1, 139 She was of the 
fair-complexioned..and comely type. 1634 Laup Ws. (1860) 
VII. 92 A very honest, *fair-conditioned man. 1591 GREENE 
Maidens Dreame xi, *Fair-ey'd pity in his heart did dwell. 
1630 Drayton ALuses Elysium, Noah's Flood 270 The bull... 
to the ark brings on the fair-ey’d cow. @ 1845 Hoop Lamia 
v. 30, I thought This fair-eyed day would never see you from 
me! 1850 Mrs. Browninc Poets II. 30 O *fair-featured 
maids. 1847 James Convict iv, | was once as prosperous 
and as *fair-fortuned as himself, 1830 Tennyson Clear- 
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headed Friend 12 *¥Fair-fronted Truth shall droop not now. 
1777 R. Porrer 4 schylus’ Supplicants 324 Does Jove. 
approach her in this *fair-horn’d state? 1632 Massincrr 
& Fretp Fatal Dowry wv. i, 1..pick my choice Of all 
their *fair-maned mares. 1874 Morvey Comprontise (1886) 
187 An honest and *fair-minded man’s own instincts. 1853 
Lyncn Self /niprov. iv. 96 Discipline for temper and “fair- 
mindedness. 1634 Forp P. Wardeck v. ii, Young Bucking- 
ham is a *fair-natured prince. 1637 Rurnerrorp Lett. 
Ixxxvili. (1862) I. 227 A blasted and sunburnt flower, even 
this plastered, *fair-outsided world. 1795 J. Fawcerr Art 
of War 41n the number rank’d Of *fair-reputed callings. 
1861 Hucues Yom Brown at Oxf. iv. (1889) 30 They were 
*fair-sized rooms... furnished plainly but well. 1827 G. 
Hiceins Celtic Druids 98 Vhe *fair-skinned tribe of martial 
Germans. 1820 Keats Lamia u. 273 Now no azure vein 
Wander’d on *fair-spaced temples. 1567 Dranr Horace’ 
Epist. u. i. Giv, This *fayre-speachde queare. 1805 T. 
Hotcrort Mem, B. Perdue 1. 16 Fair-speeched gentlemen 
as they are. 1842 Faber Styrian Lake 345 He is a *fair- 
tongued knight. 1870 Bryant //iad I. 1x. 288 Angry with 
me for the sake Of a *fair-tressed wanton. 1607 WALKING- 
Ton Oftic Glass xv. (1664) 157 He was comely and “*fair- 
visag’d. 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. & Commw. 642 The 
Country [Brazil]. .is..*faire weathered. 1768 Life § Adz, 
Str Barth. Sapskull 1. 50 Suppose they have fair-weather’d 
countenances. 1725 Pore Odyss. xxi. 142 *Fair-zon'd 
damsels form the sprightly dance. 

b. Special comb. + fair-chance, some kind of 
game or lottery ; fair-curve (see quot.) ; fair-fash- 
ioned a., Sc. ‘having great appearance of discre- 
tion without the reality; having great complaisance 
of manner’( Jam.) ; fair-hair, Sc. = Pax(Y-waXx(Y; 
fair-handed a., (a) + of a horse (see quot. 1614); 
(6) having well-formed hands ; fair-walling (see 
quot. 1886); fair-world, ‘a good time, state of 
prosperity’ (W.). 

1785 Mem. Capt. P. Drake WU. xi. 235 A Pharaoh Table 
Cards, and a *Fair Chance being ready. 1775 Asn, */atr- 
curve [printed Sair-carve). 1823 Crass Zechnol. Dict. 
s.v., A Fair-Curve, in delineating ships, is a winding line 
whose shape is varied according to the part of the ship 
it is intended to describe. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. v, ‘Hegh, 
sirs, sae “fair-fashioned as we are!’ 1823 Eviza Locan S¢. 
Fohnstoun Ul. 195 ‘ Ye are aye sae fair-fashioned. .there’s 
scarce ony saying again’ ye.’ 1614 MaritHAmM Cheap 
Husb. 6 Observe in any wise to have them [mares] *fayre- 
handed, that is, good head, necke, breast, and shoulders. 
1728-46 THOMSON Spring 528 Fair-handed Spring unbosoms 
every grace. 1886S. W. Linc. Gloss., *Fair-walling, the 
level, smoothly-built masonry or brickwork above the 
roughly-built foundations. «@1674 Mitton (W.), They 
think it was never “fair-world with them since. 

B. 56.2, [The adj. used adsol. or elliptically.] 

1. That which is fair (in senses of the adj.); the 
fair side or face; also in phrases, Ay (soft and) 
fair: byfair means. For (foul nor) fair: for fair 
words or treatment. 

In the expressions Maixv befall and the like the word 
admits of being taken either as sb. or adv. The advb. sense 
is prob. original (see Fair adv. 6 b), but cf. quot. 1423 below. 

1393 Lanci. P. P2. C. x. 85 Vo turne pe fayre outwarde. 
1423 Jas. I A7zugis Q. cxc, Fair and lufe befall The nycht- 
ingale. 1456 How IWise Man taught Son 151 in Hazl. £. 
P. P. (1864) 175 [Be] soft and fayre men make tame Hert 
and buk. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour (1868) 6 A lorde 
wolde haue a gentille woman, bi faire or be force. 1592 
Suaxs. Rom. & Ful. 1. iil. go “Lis much pride For faire 
without, the faire within to hide. 16xx — Cyd. 1, vi. 37 
Can we not Partition make. . Twixt faire, and foule? 1627-47 
Fe_tuam Resolves 429 Their blacke tongue can never spot 
the faire of virtue. 1749 Fietpinc Tow Jones xv. x, No- 
thing short of the fair and honourable, will satisfy the 
delicacy of their minds. 1864 Tennyson Zn. Ard. 529 
After. .frequent interchange of foul and fair. 

b. collog. Zo see fair = ‘to see fair play’. 

1837 Dickens Pickw.xxy. (C. D. ed.) 218 If you will step 
in there..Mr. Weller will see fair. 1891 Daily News 11 Mar 
5/2 The police. .came up to see fair between both sides. 


2. One of the fair sex, a woman; esp. a beloved 


woman. Now arch. or poet. 

1423 Jas. I Aingis Q. Ixvi, That faire vpward hir eye 
Wold cast. ¢1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxiv. 84 The 
fayer be proude pucell. xg590 Suaks. Alids. N. 1. i. 182 O 
happie faire ! Your eyes.are loadstarres. 1638 Forp Lady's 
Trial i. i, The best, though call em.. Faires, fines, and 
honies, are but flesh and blood, 1647 CrasHaw Poems 146 
Say, ling’ring fair ! why comes the birth Of your brave soul 
so slowly forth? 1747 Gent/. Mag. Apr. (Ld. Lovat's 
Execution), No fair forgets the ruin he has done. 1847 
L. Hunt Men, Women, & B.\. x. 177 Pursuing his fair in 
a solitary street. 1876 Biackir Songs Relig. §& Life 169 
Some prouder fair hath humbled Thy proud passion. ; 

transf. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg, ut, 202 Produce him 
to the Fair; And join in Wedlock to the longing Mare. 

+ 3. A person with a fair complexion. 

1771 T. Hurt Hist, W Harrington (1797) II. 1 One is 
a fair, the other a brunet. 

+4. Beauty, fairness, good looks. 
Points or traits of beauty. Ods. 

c 888 K, ASLrrep Boeth, xxxii. § 2 Pes lichoman fazer and 
his streon..mazon beon afeorred, ¢ 1200 Tin. Coll. Hont. 
19 Pe mone and pe sune wundried of faire. a1225 Fuliana 
6 He sumchere iseh hire utnume feir. a@1240 Ureisum in 
Cott. Hom. 193 Heo neuer ne beod sead pi ueir to iseonne. 
1590 Suaks. Com. Err. u. i. 98 My decayed faire, A sunnie 
looke of his, would soone repaire. 1599 Marston Sco. 
Villante u. vii. 207 The greene meades, whose natiue out- 
ward faire Breathes sweet perfumes. 1633 P. Fiercuer 
Elisa ii, His weeping spouse Eliza. .all her beauteous fairs 
with grief infecting. 

+b. Como. 

1622 Drayton Poly-olb. Song xxviii, 388 The fayre- 
enamoured I’lood. 
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Also p42: 
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Fair (fée1), av. Forms: 1 fe3re; 3-4 as those 
of the adj. with the addition of -e; 5- coincident 
with those of the adj. [OE. fagve, f. feger, Fair 
a.| Ina fair manner or degree. 

I. In a beautiful or comely manner; agreeably, 
beautifully, brightly, handsomely, nobly. 

a 1000 Cxdmion’s Gen. 210 (Gr.) Fazere leohte pet lide land 
lago yrnende. c 1000 AXLFrRic Gram. xxxviii. (Z.) 228 Fagere 
he syngb. cx175 Cott. Hom. 219 Pa wes pes tyendes hapes 
alder swibe feir isceapen. 1393 LANcL. P. PZ. C. xxi. 71 
Somme seiden he was godes sone pat so faire deyede. 
¢ 1400 Ron. Rose 108 Bowes blosmed feyre. ¢1440 Gesta 
Rom. i. 3 (Harl. MS.) The goode man .. faire endid his 
liffe. @1568 Ascnam Scholem. 11. (Arb.) 150 The Latin 
tong did faire blome. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. 1. 
(1586) 5 So faire he bare his age, as I tooke him to be scarse 
fiftie. 31596 Suaxs. 1 //ex. JV, 111. i. 142 The Moone shines 
faire. 1600 — A. ¥. L. m1, ii. 97 All the pictures fairest 
Linde are but blacke to Rosalinde. 1632 Sir_R. Le Grys 
tr. Paterculus 377 The excellent Generall. .preferred things 
profitable before such as shewed faire. 1738 WESLEY Psadus 
1, 3 Spread out his boughs and flourish fair. 

2. Civilly, courteously, kindly. Now only in 
phr. 40 speak (a person) fair. 

a 1000 Czdimon's Gen. 2351 (Gr.) Him. . feezere..ece drihten 
andswarode. ¢1175 Lamb. Homt. 53Pis faze folc. .speket.. 
feire biforen heore euencristene. ¢1z05 Lay. 4842 Wha 
swa oderne imette ber faire hine igrette. 1297 R. Grouc. 
(1724) 90 Morice bider com, and faire was vnderfonge. 
©1350 IVi2l. Palerne 347 Pemperour..comande be couherde 
curteysli and fayre, to heue vp pat hende child. ¢ 1450 
St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5346 Par come a monke and prayde 
him faire. c1460 How Goode Wif taught Doughter-65-in 
Hazl. Z. P. P. (1864) 184 Alle ben nought trewe that faire 
spekyn. c1530 Lp. Berners 47th. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 87 They 
that speak fair, fair shall hear again. 1590 SHAKs. Cov. 
Err. ui. ii. 186 So faire an offer’d Chaine. 1695 CONGREVE 
Love for L. i. iii, 1 spoke you fair, d'ye see, and civil. 1818 
Scorr rt. Midd. xly, The work-people..spoke him soft and 
fair. a 1866 Neate Hymn, ‘Christian, dost thou see them’, 
Christian, dost thou hear them, How they speak thee fair ? 

+b. (To keep, part) faz: i.e. on good terms 
with. Obs. or arch. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 2750 He..twynnys with baim faire. 
1597 SHAKS. 2 Hen. JV, 1.1. 207 ‘Tap for tap, and so part 
faire. 1641 Sir E. Nicuotas in V, Pagers (Camden) I. 25 
His Majestie .. will certainly part fayre with this people. 
1671-2 Sir C. Lyrre.ton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 80 The 
Spaniard and wee shall still continue faire together. 1700 
Drypen Palamon §& Arc. u. 164 Fair they parted till the 
Morrow’s Dawn. 1715 Loud. Gaz. No. 5332/1 To keep 
fair with the Persian Court. 1823 Scorr Quentin D, xxii, 
We must keep fair with him. 

3. In neat and legible handwriting; clearly, 
legibly, plainly. 

1513 More Ach. LI in Grafton Chron. Il. 782 This 
Proclamacion .. was .. fayre written in Parchement. 1666 
Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 15 Up betimes to the office, to write 
fair a laborious letter. 31705 J. Bair in W. S. Perry st. 
Colt. Amer. Col. Ch. 1. 151 A copy..which he promised as 
soon as it could be fair drawn out. 1774 Cuesterr, Lets. 
I, xvi. 50, I desire that you would translate and copy it 
fair into a book. 1832 Fr. A. Kemsre ¥en. in Rec. Girlh, 
(1878) III, 187 After tea I..copied fair a speech I had been 
writing. 1838 Carp. Newman Ze¢¢. (1891) II. 250, I then 
write it out fair for the printer. 

4, Equitably, honestly, impartially, justly; ac- 
cording to rule. Also in phr. FAIR AND SQUARE. 

¢ 1300 //avelok 224 Al was youen, faire and wel. 1603 
Suaks. Meas. for M. ut. i. 141 Heauen shield my Mother 
plaid my Father faire. 1680 Orway Orphan i. vii, I can 
never think you meant me fair, @1764 Lioyp Dial. betw. 
Author & Friend Poet. Wks. 1774 Il. 14 Read their works, 
examine fair. 1885 North Star x July 3/2 Lord Randolph 
. -has ever hit fair. 

+ 5. Ina proper or suitable manner; becomingly, 
befittingly. Also, facr and sweetly, fair and well. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 446 Kyng Henry..yburede ys bere 
{at Reading] vayre ynou. ¢1340 Cursor M1. 10448 (Trin.) 
Leue pi bere, Clobe es feire. c 1386 CHAucEeR Chan. Veom. 
Prot. & T, 560 He hem leyde faire and wel adoun. c¢1430 
Freemasonry 608 Knele down fayre on bothe thy knen. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Aj, Whiche fayre and swetely 
chastysed her doughters. 1523 Lo. Berners Fvoiéss. I. cccix. 
467 Fayre fared, quoth the constable, we are nat in mynde 
to do to our enemys so moche auantage, 1526 TINDALE 
2 Cor. v. 11 We fare fayre [Luther fahren wir schén] with 
men. 1544 Bate Chron. Sir ¥. Oldcastell in Harl. Misc. 
(Malh.) I. 271 Bury them [images] fayre in the ground. 
a@1568 Ascuam Scholem. 1, (Arb.) 44 To ride faire, is most 
cumelie for him selfe. 1607 SHaxks. Cor. 1v. vi. 118 You 
have crafted faire. 1665 Drypen Jud. Emperor v. ii, 
Stand fair, and let my Heart-blood on thee flow. 

6. With good promise; promisingly, auspiciously ; 
favourably, prosperously. Ods. exc. in Zo bid, 
promise fair: see the vbs. 

1154 O. £. Chron. an. 1154 Nu is abbot & fair haued be- 
gunnon. 1590 Spenser /. Q, us. xi. 17 Faire mote he thee. 
1593 Suaks. Aich, 77,11. ii. 123 The winde sits faire. 1596 — 
1 Hfen. IV, v. v. 43 Since this Businesse so faire is done. 

+b. With impers. vbs. used optatively. Fadr be 
to you: prosperity attend you. Fazr befall, cheve, 
fall: see the verbs. Obs. exc. arch. 

1606 Suaks, 7%. § Cr. 1. i. 46 Faire be to you my Lord, 
1867 Jean InGELow Gladys 306 O rare, The island ! fair 
befall the island ; let Me reach the island ! 

+7. Gently, quietly, without haste or sviolence. 
Chiefly in phrases, Lair and easily, evenly, softly. 

@ 1000 Menol, (Fox) 314 He fegere mid wetere oferwearp 
wuldrescynebearn. ¢ 1374 CHaucer T7voylus V. 347 Pei take 
it wisely faire & softe. ¢1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode i. cxxxv. 
(1869) 71 If thei [the armour] ben heuy, go faire. 1523 Lp. 
Berners /roiss. 1. xviii. 22 ‘The oste. .rode fayre and easely 
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all the daye. 1552 Hutort, Fayre and .. softlye, swspenso 
gradu. 1607 Vorset, Mour-f. Beasts (1673) 210 The pro- 
verb is old and true, ‘Fair and softly goeth far’. 1622 
S. Warp Life of Faith in Death (1627) 63 Sometimes he 
followes faire and a farre off, lingers aloofe and out of sight, 
etc. 1653 Urqunart J adelais 1. xxiii, He returned fair and 
softly. 1782 Cowrer Gilpin 85 So fair and softly, John he 
cried, 1804 Mar. Epcewortu /of.Tales, Wild ix, Fair and 
softly goes far in a day. 
+b. Moderately, not excessively. Ods. 

c1450 Two Cookery-bks. 71 Leche it faire, but not to thyn. 
Ibid. 82 Roste hem faire. = 

8. Evenly, ona level. Chiefly dad. 

1708 Loud. Gaz. No. 4422/7 The nine Sail stood in fair 
with us. 1877 NV. IW. Linc. Gloss. s.v., ‘Th’ table doesn’t 
stand fair.’ 1882 Daily Tel. 4 May, The plate does not lie 
fair on the frames. 

+9. Directly, straight, ‘due (north, etc.)’. Ods. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xx. 449 Reynawd..wente 
fayre vpon the folke of Charlemagne. 1719 Dr For Crusoe 
(1840) IL. ii. 35, I came fair on the south side of my island. 
17z0 — Capt. Singleton xi, (1840) 185 ‘They stood .. fair 
after us. /ézd. xv. (1840) 255 We stood away fair west. 

b. With reference to a blow, etc.: ‘Clean’, 


‘full’, plump, straight. 

©1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knut, 2229 Fayre on his fote he foundez 
onpeerbe. 1823 Scotr Quentin D. xiv, Striking his antag- 
onist fair upon the breast. 1891 Blackw. Mag. CL. 651/2 A 
living catapult, that if he took you fair, would knock the 
life out of you. , 

ce. Completely, fully, quite. 
Obs. exc. dial. 

€ 1330 Avis. & Aszil. 2388 To-morn thei schull beryed 
ben, As thei faire ded were. «1400-50 Alexander 2230 
Som. .faire fest on a fyre att pe foure 3ates. 1457 AGNES 
Pasvon in Past. Lett. (1787) 1. xxxv. 144, I had leuer he 
wer fayr beryed than lost for defaute. 1494 Househ. Ord. 
130 When he cometh to the church..take the image and 
chest downe, and beare him faire into the church. 1868 
Arxinson Cleveland Gloss. s.v., ‘It [a cat]’s fair wild.’ 

+d. Clearly, distinctly, plainly. Ods. 

1393 Lancu. 2. PZ. C. u. 2 Pe feld ful of folke ich shal 30w 
fayre shewe. c1400 Destr. Tvoy Prol. 82 Here fynde shall 
ye faire of pe felle peopull, What Kynges bere come of 
costes aboute. 1628 Dicsy Voy. AZedit. (1868) 2 The pointe 
of the Lizard faire in sight. 1697 Dampier Vay. (1729) I. 
256 We were fair in sight of Cape Corrientes. 

10. Com. a. With agent-nouns and v6l. sbs. form- 
ing sbs., as fazr-dealer, -dealing, -doing, -seeming, 
-speaking. 

1746 Lockman To Lirst Promoter Cambrick §& Tca Bills 
25 A Craft, indeed, gives some *Fair-dealers pain. 1711 
Suartess. Charac. (1737) I. 63 There is as much difference 
between one sort and another, as between *fair-dealing and 
hypocrisy, 1879 Farrar S¢, Pand (1883) 443 Let them not 
be weary in *fair-doing. 1724 SavaGE Six 7. Overlury 1.1.6 
The Statesman’s Promise, or false Patriot’s Zeal, Full of 
*fair Seeming, but Delusion all. 1483 Vilgaria abs 
Terentio 25b, If it wyll be wyth giffynge and “*faire 
spekynge I shall nott be behynde. 

b. With adjs., as fazr-fierce, -seenly, -sweet, and 
with pres. pples. forming adjs., as fazv-applauding, 
-blazing, -blooming, -boding, -dealing, -flowing, 
“glaring, -growing, -revolving, -seeming, -shining, 
-sounding, -speaking, -spreading, -winding. 

1777_ RK. Potrer A&schylus’ Supplicants 1005 The 
voice Of *fair-applauding fame. 1726-46 THomson Winter 
312 The officious wife prepares The fire *fair-blazing. 
1740 SHENSTONE Fudgm. Hercules 339 *Fair-blooming 
Health surveys her altars there. 1594 SuHaxs. ich. 
IIT, v. iii. 227 The .. *fairest boading Dreames, That euer 
entred in a drowsie head. 1718 Freethinker No. 14. 
96 A *fair-dealing, honourable Merchant. 1580 SipNEY 
Arcadia (1613) 224-5 She, *faire-fierce, to such a state me 
calls. 1848 CLouGH Aszours de Voy. m1. 85 The cypress- 
spires by the *fair-flowing stream. 1649 G. Daniet Tvinarch, 
To Rdr. 51 The *faire-Glareing Tulip. 1870 Bryant /liad 
II. xxi. 291 A tall *fair-growing elm. 1708 J. Puitirs 
Cyder WW. 523 *Fair-revolving years. 1625 K. Lone tr. 
Barclay’s Argenis w. xviii. 303 Adulterate vertue, and 
*faire-seeming vice. 1776 ‘C. Metmoru ’ Pxpilof Pleasure 
I. vii. Plausible exterior, fair-seeming sentiments, etc. 1590 
Spenser F. Q. 1, ii. 30 *Faire-seemely pleasaunce each to 
other makes. 1593 SuAxs. 3 Hen. VJ, u. i. 40 Hence- 
forward will I beare Vpon my Targuet three *faire shining 
Sunnes. 1798 /zvasiox I, 227 Unsuspicious of the treachery 
concealed beneath words so *fair-sounding. 1871 #. F. Burr 
Ad Fidem iii. 39 Fair-sounding terms. 1398 Trevisa 
Barth. De P. R. v1. xiii. (1495) 198 In a good wyfe byhoueth 
that she be *fayre spekynge. 1647 CLARENDON Confenipl. 
on Ps, Tracts (1727) 517 Vo grapple with our fair-speaking 
adversaries. 1746 THoMson Autumn 246 His..once “fair- 
spreading Family dissolv’d. 1581 Stoney Astv. & Stella 
Ixxxii, Sweet-gard'n-nymph.. most *faire-sweet, do not.. 
banish mee. 1746 THOMSON Swzszmer 1426 The matchless 
vale of Thames ; * Fair-winding up to where the muses haunt. 

ce. With pa. pples. forming adjs., as fair-be- 
trothed, -bound, -built, -compacted, -contrived, 
-divided, -exstructed, -feathered, -folded, -forged, 
-plastered, -sculptured, -set, -sunned, -told, -written. 

1608 SHAks. Pe. v. iii. 71 This prince, the *fair-betrothed 
of your daughter. 1614 Br. Hau Recoll. Treat. 129 Some 
goodly *faire bound Senecaes Tragedies. 1598 SYLVESTER 
Du Bartas us. i, 1, Eden 372 The *fair-built Bridge .. More 
like a tradefull City. 1655 H. VAUGHAN Silex Scint. 1. (1858) 
49 A *faire-compacted frame. 1645 QuarLes Sol, Recant. 
55 hy *faire-contriv’d designes. 1746 THomson A xf 
832 The *fair-divided earth. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
i. iil, mt. xxiii, ‘Those *fair extructed loads Of carvéd 
stone. 1607 A. Brewer Lingua. i, A speech *faire fetherd 
could not flie. 1844 Lp. HouGuton Mem. Many Scenes, To 
Landort44 He..fed his heart—as thou—On storied Fiesole’s 
“fair-folded brow. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. ii. 2 That *faire- 
forged spright. 1535 CoverpaLe Zcclus. xxii. 17 Lykeasa 
*fayre playstred wall in a winter house, 1870 Bryant //iad 


Cf. CLEAN adv. 5. 











FAIR-FUL. 


I. 1v. 117 Ships with. .*fair-sculptured prows. 1648 Herrick 
Hesper, \. 121 A full spread, *faire-set Vine. 1850 Mrs. 
Browninc Pens II. 300 Prayers—that upward mount Like 
to a *fair-sunned fount. 1548 Hatt Chron. 153 Whiche 
*faire told tale, allured to hym muche people. 1700 Prior 
Carmen Seculare 27 Her *fair-written page. 

Fair (fée1), v. Forms: a. 1 fee3rian, 2 feiren, 
4 fairen, 5 fayre, 7- fair; 8. 4 vayren. Also, 
see Y-FaIrR. [ME. fezren, OE. fwgrian, f. Sezer, 
Farr. In later use directly f. Farr a.] 

+1. zztr. To appear or become fair or clean. 

ax000 Seafarer 48 (Gr.) Bearwas blostmum nimad, byriz 
feezriad. c1300 K. Adis. 2903 Mury hit is in sonne-risyng !.. 
Weyes fairith. 1340 Ayend. 95 pis trau grenep-and‘uayreb 
be his uirtue. , 

b. Of the weather: To clear. vare exc. dial. 

184z Mrs. Carty.e Left. I. 182 We are to go, if it fairs, to 
take tea at ashow place. 1868 7%ses 16 Sept. 9 The weather 
faired by mid-day. 1891 Miss Dowie Gird in Karp, 148 
When it rained he turned the furry side out. , when it faired, 
he. . reversed it. ; 

+ 2. trans. To make fair; to make clean or good- 
looking ; to beautify. Ods. 

c1178 Lamb. Hom. 53 Pus heo dod for to feiren heom 
seluen. ¢1320 Cast. Love 876 Pe rihtwys sone. . fairede hir 
more a bousend folde. 1340 Ayenb. 233 Pise zix leues.. 
uayrep moche be lylye of maydenhod. a1450 Kut. de la 
Tour (1868) 69 Faire doughtres. .holde it in youre herte that 
ye putte no thinge to..fayre youre uisages. c1600 SHAKS. 
Sonn. CXxVil, Fairing the foul with art’s false borrow'd face. 

3. Ship-building. To make fair or level ; to ascer- 
tain the correctness of curvature in the various 
parts of a ship. Also, to fit the beams, plates, 
etc., according to the curvature, 

1867 in SmytH Sailor's Word-bk. 1869 Sir E. J. REED 
Shipbuild. viii. 154 The ship is faired by means of ribands 
and cross-spalls. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ. 1V. 208/1 The 
frames..then can be faired with ease. 

Fair and square, a. and adv. 

A. adj. Honest, just, straightforward. B. adv. 
In a just or straightforward manner, honestly ; 
with set purpose, determinedly. Also with ellipsis 
of ‘acting’ or the like = fazr dealing. 

1604 ry. Bacon’s Proph. 443 in Hazl. &. P. P. VV. 284 
Faire, and square. . The gamester calls fooles holy-day. 1649 
Cromwetv Le?¢. cxlvi. (Carlyle) There will clearly be no 
living for the Portugal unless he..do that which is fair and 
square, 1673 WycHerRLEY Gentl, Dancing-Master Epil., 
You are fair and square in all your dealings. 1712 ARBUTH- 
nor John Bull ww. ii. 7 We'll settle it between Ourselves : 
Fair and Square. 1887 G. R. Sims Mary Fane's Men. 252 
We're lovers all fair and square and above board. 18g0 
F, R. Stockton in Century Mag. 543/1 When a man sits 
down, fair and square, to tell a story. 

Hence Fairly and squarely adv. 

1890 W. A. Wattace Only a Sister 338, I think I can 
fight my own battles fairly and squarely. 

Faira‘tion. dza/. [f. Fain a.+-ation.] Fair 
play. 

1861 E. Waucu Birtle Carter's T. 14 Give o'er! Let’s ha’ 
fairation. 

Fair-copy, sd. Zaw. [See Fair a. 8 ce] 
The condition of a document copied after final 
correction, 

1873 Tristram MZoaéb viii. 158 Our depositlons were now 
produced in fair copy. : 

Hence Fair-copy v., to write out in fair-copy. 

1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xxxiii, She could ingross fair- 
copy [ete.]. 1885 Law Times Rep. LIL. 460/2 Notice of 
dissolution. .was left at the offices..to be fair copied. 

Faird, Sc. var. of FaRD v., to paint the face, 

Faird, var. of Farb Sc. motion, impetus. 


+ Faitress. Obs. rare—'. [?f. Farr-y + -Ess.] 
?A female fairy. 

1674 Brevint Saul at Endor 163 A Fairess, or a white 
witch. 

Fai-r-faced, @. ; 

1. a. Having a fair or light-coloured complexion. 
b. Of beautiful countenance. 

‘The two senses are in many early examples not easy to 
distinguish. 

1588 Suaks. 7vt. A. Iv. ii. 68 (Qo.) Here is the babe as 
loathsome as a toade, Amongst the fairefast [ed, 1623 fairest] 
breeders of our clime. 1607 RowLanps Famous Hist. 56 
The beauteous fair-fac’d Bride. 1689 Loud. Gaz. No. 
2512/4 He is a low well set Man, fair faced. 1795 Fate of 
Sedley 1, 130 A fair-faced son of an Eastern Sultan. 1864 
J. Forster Life Sir ¥. Eliot J. 28 The fair-faced fiend. . 
had received her sentence on the previous day. 

2. Having a fair appearance (see Face sd. 8),- 
pretty ; fair to the eye only, specious. 

1595 SHAKS. Yoh it. i. 417, | shall shew you peace, and faire- 
fac'd league. 1616 Haywarp Sanct. T'voub. Soul 1. (1620) 
9 The faire-faced shewes of the world. 1693 ConGREvE 
Double-Dealer i. viii, Tis such a pleasure to angle for fair- 
faced fools ! 


Fair-farrand : see FARRAND. 

Fairfieldite (fé-1fildsit), Ax. [Named in 
1879 by Brush and Dana after Aazrfield, the county 
(in Connecticut) where it was found : sce -1TE.] 
A hydrous phosphate of calcium, manganese, and 


| iron. 


1879 Amer. Frnl. Sc. 3rd Ser. XVII. 359 Fairfieldite 
occurs generally in massive crystalline aggregates. 
Fair-ful (fevsful). [f. Farr 56.2+-run.J] A 
quantity sufficient to make or fill up a fair. 
Be Brownine Fifine 164 Fix into one Elvire a Fair-ful of 
ifines, 


FATR-HAIRED 


Fair-haired, a. 

Having fair or light-coloured hair. 

1626 Massincer Rom. Actor u. 1, Fair-haired Calliope. 
1725 Pore Odyss. vi. 145 The fair-hair'd Dryads of the 
shady wood. 1814 Scorr Wav. xx, The flash of the gun 
cost me a fair-haired son. 1892 GARDINER Student’s Hist. 
Eng. 6 The Celts were fair-haired. 

+b. In the name of a plant (see quot.). 

1597 GerarD Herbal (1598) 102 The faire haired Jacint. 

+ Fairhead. Ods. Forms: a. 3 faizered, 
3-4 faired(e, fairehed(e, (3 -hid), 3-5 fair-, 
fayrhed(e, 4 fairheed, fayrhed, feir(e)-, 4-6 
fayrehed, (5 farhed), 6 Sc. fairheid; B. 3-4 
vair-, vayrhede. [f. FAIR a@.+-HEAD.] Beauty. 

c1250 Geu. § Ex, 2666 He was 3u6, Wid faizered and 
strengthe kud. 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 2515 Pe king .. bi- 
huld hire vairhede. @1340 Hamrote Psadter Prol., In aim 
is so mykill fayrhed of vnderstandynge. 1340 Ayend. 16 
Ligtbere, be angel, vor his greate uayrhede an his greate 
wyt, wolde by aboue be obre angeles. c 1440 Hytton Scala 
Perf. (W. de W, 1494) u. xlvi, The fairhede [1533 fairnesse] 
of angels. x1g01 DouGtas Pad. Hon. 1. xxxvi, Her bewtie 
schane castand sa greit ane glance, All fairheid it opprest. 
1560 RoLtLaANnp Crf. Venus u. 105 Thair was the flour of 
fairheid. 

+Fairhood. Oés. = prec. 

@ 1587 Foxe A. & JZ, (cited in WorcESTER 1846), 

Fairing (feerin), (wd/.) 56, [f. Farr 5d. + 
-InG 1] 

1. A present given at or brought from a fair. 

1574 HELtowes Guenara's Kam. Ep. (1577) 86 The Gentle- 
women that did serue her [the Empresse] .. would vse their 
libertie in asking fayrings. 1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair 
Prol., The Maker .. hopes, to night To giue you for a 
Fayring, true delight. 1661 Pepys Diary 3: Aug., To Bar- 
tholomew Faire..Mr. Pickering bought them some fairings. 
1786 Map. D’Arsitay Diary 8 Nov., Presenting her one of 
my fairings. 1827 CLare Sheph. Cal, 149 With kerchief 
full of fairings in her hand, 1883 Lougm. Mag. Apr. 655 
The lasses get their ‘ fairing’ from the lads in gingerbread 
and nuts from the stalls, 

b. ¢ransf. A complimentary gift of any kind. 

1588 Suaxs. Z. L. L. v. ii. 2 We shall be rich ere we de- 
part, If fairings come thus plentifully in. 1668 Perys Diary 
17 Sept., I. .did give her five guineasas a fairing. 1727 Mrs, 
Devany Life § Corr. I. 135 A jewel box which Mrs. 
Tillier desires you to accept as her fairing. 1766 GoLpsM. 
Vic. W, xvii, Colin .. gives her a fairing to put in her hair. 
1826 Miss Mitrorp Vzdlage 2nd Ser. (1863) 439 To our little 
pet, Lizzy .. she predicted a fairing. £ 

e. fig. Zo get, give (any one) his fairing: to 
get, give (him) his deserts. 

1785 Burns Death §& Dr. Hornbook xxx, Neist time we 
meet, I'll wad a groat, He’s got his fairin’, 1818 Scorr Old 
Mort. xxxvii ‘Mackay will pit him [Claverhouse] down .. 
he'll gie him his fairing.’ 1823 Lockuarr Reg. Dalton 1.1. 
iv. 262 ‘ Ane o’ them got his fairin.’ 

2. Cakes or sweets sold at fairs; esf. gingerbread 


nuts. Chiefly co//oq. 

21774 Frrcusson Hallowfair Poems (1845) 13 He’ll.. 
creish her loof Wi what will buy her fairin To chow that 
day, 1888 1”, Somerset Word-bk. s.v., Do you like fairings 
or comforts best ? 

3. ? xonce-use. Buying, etc., at a fair. 

1887 Cornh, Mag. Mar. 251 The fairing was done with 
shivers. 

4. attrib. and Comé. 

1593 Pass. Morrice 1b, Honestie knowes what the fairing- 
monger will saye. _1790 Map. D’Arsiay Diary Aug., I 
placed one of my fairing work-baskets .. on a table. 

Fairish (feerif), @. and adv. [f. Fair a. and 
adv. + -I8H.] A. adj. Somewhat fair. 

1. Moderately good, passable. 


1611 Cotcr., Bellastre, fairish, reasonably faire, passable. 
1660 in Howeri Lexicon. 1847 [dlust. Lond. News 28 Aug. 
142/1, I rowed in a fairish ‘eight’, 1863 W. C. Batpwin 
Afr. Hunting 331 So ended a fairish day’s sport. 1882 B. 
M. Croker Proper Pride \. xi. 226 Sometimes .. he is in 
fairish spirits. 


dial. Tolerably well (in health); + also, 


merry with drink. 

1756 W. Torprervy Hist. Two Orphans 1V. 3 Humphry 
..Was now quite fairish, as he called it, and attended to 
nothing but spouting speeches from Shakespear’s Pistol. 
1876 Oxfordsh. Gloss. s.v., ‘1 be fairish.’ 1888 Berksh. 
Gloss. s.v. Vaairish, ‘1 be a veelin’ varish now zur’, 

2. Considerable in amount ; fairly large. cod/og. 

1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., ‘Vheer’s pritty feerish on ’em this 
turn, 1883 D, C. Murray Hearts Il. 136 Cost a fairish 
penny, didn’t it? 1884 Gd. Words 229 Two fairish sized tubs. 

B. adv. In a fair manner; to a fair degree. 


collog. or dtal. 

1836-48 B. D. Watsu Avistoph., Knights 1. iii, 1.. got 
laughed at pretty fairish. 1877 Holderness Gloss. s.v., * Ah’s 
gettin’ on fairish wi job.’ 188x Lezcestersh. Gloss. s.V.y 
*Surs! it’s feerish waarm.’ 

Fair-lead. (fee-1lzd). a. (see quot. 1860). b. 
= FAIR-LEADER. 

a. c1860 H. Sruarr Seaman’s Catech. 21 What do you 
mean by a fair lead? In reeving a rope, to be very careful 
to have it so led through the block or sheave aloft, that it 
does not cut or chafe any of the rigging, or cross any other 
ropes. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Fair-lead. 

b. 1869 Sir E. J, Reev Shipbuild. xy. 290 Of late. . fair- 
leads or dead-eyes of malleable cast-iron have been em- 
ployed. 

Similarly Fair-leader (see quot. 1841), Fair- 
leading v4/. sb., attrib. in fair-leading block, a 


block that acts as a fair-leader, 
1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's Man. 104 Fair-leader, a strip 
of board or plank, with holes in it, for running rigging, to 
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lead through. Also, a block or thimble used for the same 
purpose. 1882 NarEs Seamanship (ed. 6) 59 The falls being 
led .. through fair-leaders in ship’s side. /déd. 55 A fair- 
leading block stropped to it. 


+Fairlec. (és. 
Fairness, beauty. 

ax225 St. Marher. tg Feirlec ant strencde beod his schrudes. 
¢1230 Hali Meid, 39 He 3iued feirlec to al pat is feir in 
heuene & in earde. ¢1320 Cast. Love 145 He jaf him.. 
Feirlek and freodam. 

+ Fair-like, a. Obs. rare. [f. Fatr a + 
LIKE a.] In good condition ; well-looking. 

1662 HIckERINGILL A fol, Distressed Innocence Wks. (1716) 
I. 273 Naboth..was too Fat and Fair-like to avoid the 
Shambles of these bloody Butchers. 

Fairly (feeali), adv. [f. Fair a. + -Ly 2.] 

+1. So as to make a fair appearance; beauti- 
fully, handsomely. Also in bad sense: Spe- 
ciously. Ods. 

c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xxii. 242 Alle the hoost cometh 
fayrely aftre him. c1400 Desty, Troy 5142 Pai ..ferdon on 
fote fairly to-gedur. 1483 Cath. Angl. 120 Fayrly, ornate. 
1592 SHAKS. Kom. & Fil. mi. ii. 84 Was euer booke.. So 
fairely bound? 1630 2. Yohuson's Kinga. & Commw. 131 
Saint Germaines .. was very fairely builded. 1819 Byron 
Juan wt. \xxvi, To make The skin. .appear more fairly fair. 
1870 Morris Larthly Par. 1.1. 47 Raiment .. Most fairly 
woven. ; 

b. Of writing: Neatly, elegantly. arch. 

1594 SHaks. Rich, JJ, 1. vi, 2 The Indictment .. in a set 
Hand fairely is engross’d. 1717 BerxeLey Your i Italy 
Wks, IV. 514 The book is fairly writ on vellum. 

+ 2. Courteously, respectfully. Ods. 

1sgo Suaks. Cow. Err. v. i. 233 Fairely I bespoke the 
Officer ‘To go in person with me. 1608 — Per. v. 1 10, I 
pray ye, greet them fairly. 

3. With due regard to equity ; candidly, impar- 
tially ; without undue advantage on either side. 

1676 Drypen Axureng-zebe wu. i, I interpret fairly your 
design. 1712 STEELE Sect. No. 272 P x Circumstances 
fairly represented in the Spectator. 1776 77ial of Nun- 
docomar 25/1 The Durbar charges were not just and fairly 
charged. 1783 Hamers Antig. Chr. Ch. iv. 72 The in- 
ferences that are fairly deducible from it. 1848 MacauLay 
Hist. Eng. U1. 375 The counsel were by no means fairly 
matched. 185x Dixon W. Pens v. (1872) 47 In no corner 
of these islands were the Quakers treated fairly. 1862 
Srantey Yew. Ch. (1877) J. xiii. 260 Only in the light of 
that time can they be fairly considered. 

4. Becomingly, fitly, properly, suitably ; propor- 


tionably. 

1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. 1. i. 128 My cheefe care Is to come 
fairely off from the great debts. 1691 T. H[ave] Acc, Vew 
Invent. p, xx, The Bolt-heads, &c., being fairly parcelled. 
1731 Arsutunot Adiments w. ii. § 24. 98 The Serum of the 
Blood is fairly substituted in its place. 1800 Med. Frit. 1V. 
462 His time will be fairly, and I doubt not successfully em- 
ployed. 1832 Hr. Martineau Hones Abyoad v. 74 You 
may fairly marry as soon as you like. 1892 Sir A, Kekr- 
wicH in Law Times Rep, UXVII. 139/1 The facts..may be 
fairly described in that manner. é 

b. By proper or lawful means, legitimately ; 


opposed to fozlly. : 

1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 145, 1 will kill 
thee fairly, as becomes a good Knight. 1709 STEELE Tatler 
No. 38 P 3 [They] in decent Manner fought full fairly with 
their wrathful Hands. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) II. xi. 
236 We came honestly and fairly by the ship. 1797 Mrs. 
Rapcuirre /talian iii. 23 She came fairly by her death. 

+5. Gently, peaceably, quietly, softly. Ods. 

c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xiv. 61 It standes still and ryn- 
nez no3t, or elles bot fairely. 1590 Spenser / Q. 11. vi. 40 
Guyon..with strong reason master’d passion fraile, And 
passed fayrely forth. 1591 SHaxs. Two Gent. u. v. 14 They 
parted very fairely in iest. 1634 Mitton Comzs 168, I 
fairly step aside, And hearken. — 

6. Clearly, distinctly, plainly. 

@166t Futter Worthies (1840) III. 490 The door fairly 
set open for him by Divine Providence, 1671 Grew Azat. 
Plants 1. iii. § 11 The Pores. .by the help of good Glasses, 
are very fairly visible. 1828 Scorr /. AZ. Perth ii, [1] saw 
the bonny city lie stretched fairly before me. 1841 M1atu 
Nonconf. 1, 2 It becomes dissenters fairly to avow it. 


7. Completely, fully, quite, ‘clean’; actually, 


positively, really. 

In written examples it is often difficult to know whether 
this or the very different sense 8 is intended ; but in speech 
this confusion is prevented by the marked difference in 
intonation. 

1596 SpensER State [yeZ, (1633) 9 All which they neverthe- 
lesse fairely overcame. 1604 in Ellis Ovzg. Lett. u. 249 IIT. 
216 He would wish him fairly buried before his eyes. 1653 H. 
Cocan tr. Pizto’s Trav. xx. 73 They fairly tore out one an- 
others throats with their teeth. 1713 Guardian No. 42, I 
fairly nodded in the elbow-chair. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic, W, xx, 1 
had some thoughts of fairly shipping back to England again. 
1804-8 Foster in Life § Corr. (1846) I. 268, I never think 
of fairly sitting down for a conversation. 1823 Lams Z/ia, 
Poor Relation, When he goeth away, you dismiss his chair 
into a corner... and feel fairly rid of two nuisances. 1867 
Freeman Norn. Cong. (1876) I. vi, 500 The star of Harold 
was fairly in the ascendant. 1868 M. Pattison Acadeni. 
Org. v. 306 Our system. .has fairly run away withus. 1873 
Tristram JMoad iv. 64 We were fairly in the trap, 

8. Moderately, passably, tolerably. 

1805 Worpsw. Waggoner 1, 110, I am fairly safe to-night. 
1860 TYNDALL Glac. 1. ix. 63 The structure of the ice was 
fairly developed. 1863 KincLake Crimea (1877) I. xiv. 215 
He .. rode fairly to hounds. 1871 Morrry Voltaire (1886) 
9 People with whom the world goes fairly well materially. 

9. Comb., as fairly-balanced, -fitted, 

1848 Dickens Dombey (C. D. ed.) 8 They were. .a. .fairly- 
balanced, give-and-take couple. 1870 Bryant [Ziad I. 1. 
1x5 He drew The arrow from the fairly-fitted belt, 


[f. Farr @.: see -LOCK.] 





FAIRNESS. 


Fai‘r-mai-d. 

1. =Fumane. 

1848 C. A. Jouns Week at Lizard 54 The Italians call 
them [salted pilchards] /uzados..from a corruption of this 
word they are universally called, in Cornwall, ‘ fair-maids’, 
1883 Fisheries Exhib, Catal. (ed. 4) 128 Quarter Hogsheads 
of Fairmaids. 

2. In various names of plants. Fair maid(s of 
February, the Snowdrop, Galanthus nivalis; 
Fair maids of France, of Kent [=Fr. ded/e- 
pucelle), a Aouble-flowered variety of Crowfoot, 
Ranunculus aconitiflorus. 

1776 WitHERING Brit, Plants (1796) U1. 33x Common 
Snowdrop. Fair Maids of February. 1823 Crass Zechnol. 
Dict. s.v. Fatr, Fair Maid of France, the Ranunculus 
aconittfolius of Linnzus, a perennial. 1863 Prior Plant-1., 
Fair Maids of February, white flowers that blossom about 
the 2nd of that month. J/ébid., Fair Maids of France. 
1878-86 Britten & HoLianp Plant-x,, Fair Maids of Kent. 

Fairness (fee.més). [f. Farr a, + -NESS.] 

1. The quality or condition of being fair; beauty : 
a. in the abstract; also concr. something that is 
fair, a beautiful feature, an ornament. 

€ 1200 ORMIN 12253 Off hele, oft fa33errnesse, Off strennche, 
¢1340 Hampote Prose Tr. (1866) 39 Thare es souerayne 
fairenes, lyghtenes, strenghe [etc.]. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R, vit. xvii. (1495) 325 The mone 1s the fayrnes of the 
nyght. 1450-1530 M/yrr. our Ladye 177 Beholdynge in 
hym all fayreness, all power, and all verteu. 1649 JER. 
Taytor Gt. Exenp. u. vii. 35 Persons of the greatest fancy, 
and such who are most pleased with outward fairnesses are 
most religious, 1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. 111. tv. xvi. § 14 
For all fairness we have to seek to the flowers. 

b. of women. 

axooo Liber Scint. 168 Leas gyfu & ydel ys fegernyss. 
ai225 St. Marher. (1862) 35 For ir feirnesse, pau ho bee 
comen of prelle. 1377 Lane. P. Pd. B. xu. 47 Felyce hir 
fayrnesse fel hir al to sklaundre. c1430 Pilgr. Lyf Man- 
hode 1. vii. (1869) 4, I seygh a lady in my wey ; of hire fair- 
nesse she dide me ioye. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
63 In the whiche synne they fall communly by the reason of 
theyr fayrnes. 1624 Hrywoop Gunazk. 1. 164 The higher 
powers have bestowed upon you fairenesse above man. 
1762-71 H. WarroLe Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) I. iv, 
The print gives .. some of her Flemish fairness. 1877 
Mrs. Forrester Mignon I. 54 And right royally she uses the 
prerogative of her fairness. 

e. of men and children; varely of animals, 
Obs. or arch. 

axo00 Lambeth Ps. xliv. 5 (Bosw.) Mid dinum hiwe odde 
wlite and feezernysse Oinre. c1175 Land. Hom, 77 Sunne 
and mone postreb for his fairnesse. c1250 Gen. §& Hx. 1233 
Wantede dit child faiernesse and mi3t. 1387 Trevisa //igde 
(Rolls) I. 285 A woman..wedded a bocher for his fairenesse, 
1401 Pol. Poems (1859) LI. 68 If Sathanas were transfigurid into 
his former fairnesse. 1535 CoverDALE Jsa. liii. 2 When we 
loke vpon him, there shalbe no fayrnesse. 1608 D. T. Zss. 
Pol. & Mor. 48 The beautie and fairenesse of his eyes. 
ese Keats Hyperion 11. 125 The immortal fairness of his 
imbs. 

+d. of inanimate things. Ods. 

1303 R. Brunne Handi. Syne 7025 My3te no. .tunge telle 
pe feyrnesse. ¢1325 Prose Psalter xlix. 12 Pe fairnes of be 
feldeis wyp me. c 1400 Cate’s Morals 109 in Cursor M. App. 
iv, No3t for be fairnes, bot for bi nedines, loue pou be peny. 
cxrgrr rst Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 27 All with feders 
bounden for there bewtynes and fayrenes. 1583 HoLttyBAnp 
Canipo di Fior 305, 1 am not of opinion that any place can 
be found like to this in fairenesse. 1662 Merrett tr. Veri's 
Art of Glass \xxxvi, A Violet colour of notable fairness. 1726 
Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 9, \ shew’d him the Money, and he soon 
knew the Piece. .from the particular Fairness of it. 

+e. of speech, Obs. 

c1490 Promp. Parv. 146 (MS. K.) Fayirnesse of speche, 
Sacundia. 

2, Of the complexion or skin: Lightness of colour. 

1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 331 The whitenesse thereof [ivory] 
was .. theught to represent the natural fairenesse of man’s 
skinne. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 11. 550 Ambitious of in- 
termarrying with Persians ..on account of the fairness of 
their complexion. 1828 Scorr /. AZ. Perth xv, The fair- 
ness of his skin, where it had not.. been exposed. 


3. Equitableness, fair dealing, honesty, impar- 


tiality, uprightness. 

c1460 Townley Myst. 195 It is best that we trete hym with 
farenes. 1722 Vodrow Corr.(1843) 11.628, I hope fairness and 
truth were in mine eye. 1771 $wivs Lett. xlvi. 245 No man.. 
will dispute the fairness of this construction. 1802 Jed. 
Frnt. VIII. 184 We do not doubt of the fairness of the state- 
ment. 1859 Macautay Biog. (1867) 91 A show of fairness 
was..necessary to the prosperity of the Magazine. 1888 
Bryce Amer. Commw. III. xcix. 387 The criticisms of an 
outspoken press rarely assail. .their[English judges ]fairness. 

+4. Of the weather: The state of being free from 
storms or rain; fineness. Ods, 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 146 Fayrnesse of wedur, anzenitas. 
1880 Barer Adv, F 37 Fairenesse of weather : quietnesse, 
sevénitas. 1743 ButkeLey & Cummins Voy, S. Seas 23 
The Moon, ‘Tides, and Fairness of Weather were more 
favourable to us by Night than Day. 

+5. Courtesy. Ods. 

¢1z05 Lay. 3272 Me vnder-feng pene king : mid mochele 
feirnusse. @1400-50 Alexander 1745 Feyne all with fairnes 
& fayne at pou may. bs : : 

+6. Gentleness; only in By, with fairness: by 
fair or gentle means. Ods. 

€1386 Cuaucer Pro/, 519 To drawen folk to heven, with 
fairnesse, By good ensample, c 1400 Beryrt 1396 Let assay 
efft ageyn, with ffeirnes hym to chast. 1470-85 Matory 
Arthur 1x. \xxvii, Outher with fayrenes or foulnesse I 
shalle brynge hym to this courte. 1568 Grarron Chron. 
II. 331 The king. .will provyde some remedy for us, eyther 
by fayrenesse or otherwise, 


FAIRNEY-CLOOTS. 


Fairney-cloots, Sc. 
‘The small horny substances above the hoofs, 
where the pastern of a horse lies, but said to be 


found only in sheep or goats, ¢tr. For.’ (Jam.) 
1822 Hoce Perils of Max I11. 33 ‘ Here's a tyke wi’ cloven 
cloots like a gait, fairney cloots and a’ thegither.’ 
Fair-pleader, -ing. Zaw. =BEAU-PLEADER. 
1670 BLount Law Dict. s.v., Neither in the Circuit of 
Justices, nor in Counties .. any Fines shall be taken of any 
Man for Fair pleading, that ts, for not pleading fairly or 
aptly to the purpose. 1700 [see BEAUPLEADER]. 1721-1800 
in Bartey. 1848 in WHarton Law Lex. 
Fair-sex, v. nonce-wad. In To fair-sex it: to 


discourse upon the fair sex. 

171z Swirt Fri. to Stella 8 Feb., I will not meddle with 
the Spectator, let him fair-sex it to the world’s end. 1810 
W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XXX. 346 He may fair-sex it 
(as Swift says) to the end. 

+ Fai'rship. Ods. [f. Fam a.+-sup.] a. 
Fairness, beauty. b. The personality of a ‘ fair 
lady’. Cf. BeaurysuiP, ladyship. 

¢ 1320 Cast. Love 688 Ther may no man here feyrship wyte. 
ax400 Vernon Poems 444 The swete face of his Lorde 
there..In his feywreship he may him showen..Of hevyn he 
may i-se the wydnes, The feyreshepe and the heynes. 1646 
J. Hari Poems 11 How every wit Capers .. to fit Words to 
her faireships grief. 

+ Fai‘rsome, a. Obs. rare—'. 
-SOME.}] Beautiful ; in quot. adsol. 

a 1641 Str J. Suckuine in NV. § Q. I. 72 Still I'll love the 
fairsome. 

Fai:r-spo'ken, z. Also 7 fairspoke. a. Of 
persons: Gifted with fair speech ; courteous, plea- 


sant ; smooth-tongued. 

1460 CarGrave Chron. (Rolls) 81 He was .. fayre-spokyn, 
but he spak but seldam. 1530 PatsGr. 312/1 Fayre spoken 
.. bien en langaige. 1597 Hooxer Eccl. Pol. v. (1617) 266 
Arius..a subtlewitted and a marvellous fair-spoken man. 
1647 Hammonp Serm., Christian's Oblig. Peace (1649) 7 
Fair-spoken sword-men. . whose words are softer than butter. 
1665 Drypen Jud. Emperor u. i, Kalib, ascend, my fair- 
spoke servant rise. 1828 Lanpor Jag. Conv. III. 473 He 
was. .fairspoken both to high and low. 

b. Of words: Bland, civil. 

1649 Mitton Zikon. Pref., These his faire spok’n words 
shall be heer fairely confronted. .to his..deeds. 

Fai‘r-tra‘de. 

1. a. Trade carried on legally as opposed to 
dealing in contraband goods. b. In the 18th c. 
also applied (in popular language) in the precisely 
opposite sense ; a euphemistic synonym for smug- 
gling. 

1774 BurKE Amer. Tax. (1775) 49 The contraband will 
always keep pace in some measure with the fair trade. 

2. In recent use: The fiscal system advocated 
by those who consider that ‘ one-sided free trade’ 
is injurious to the nation adopting such a policy, 
and that the principle of free trade should be ap- 
plied only in dealing with nations that admit our 
products free. 

1881 GLADSTONE in Z7zses 8 Oct. 6/5 This he says he 
wants, not as protection, but in the name of fair trade. 
1891 Spectator 21 Feb, 263/2 An excellent speech against 
‘ Fair-trade’. 

attrib, 1881 Spectator 10 Dec. 1558 The Fair trade ques- 
tion. 1882 T. H. Farrer /ree Trade v. Fair Trade ii. 6 
The programme of the Fair Trade League is not definite 
inits particulars. /d7d. ii. 8 That application is not contained 
in the Fair Trade programme. 

Hence Fair-trader, (2) one who trades fairly or 
legally ; (2) one who supports the Fair-trade pro- 
gramme. Fair-tradism, the doctrines of a Fair- 
TRADER (sense b). 

1673 Essex Papers (Camden) I. 56 Others who have found 
y°® encouragemt from y* farm's of Ireland to y* ruin of y? 
fair ‘Trader here. 1746 Lockman 70 First Promoter Cam- 
brick §& Tea Bills 27 Bid the Fair-trader .. bemoan His 
credit lost. 1881 W. F. Ecroyn Sf. at Oldham 21 Fair 
Traders ., wanted... an extension of real free exchange. 
1887 Spectator 21 May 674 1 The Fair-traders are at their 
wits’ end for_a compromise with Free-trade. 1888 Padd 
Mall G. 26 Nov. 12/1 Fair-tradism is apparently to be 
brought down from national to local application. 

Fairway. Also 9 fare-way. [See Fair a. 
16; the interpretation suggested by the spelling 
Jareway (cf. Fare v.) appears to be erroneous.] A 
navigable channel in a river or between rocks, sand- 
banks, etc. ; the usual course or passage of a vessel 
on the sea or in entering and leaving a harbour. 

1584 in Binnell Descr. Thames (1758) 62 That the fair 
Way be kept as deep and large as heretofore. 1675 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 1006/4 The fair way going into Plymouth Sound. 
1769 FALconer Dict. Marine (1789), Débacleur, an officer 
whose duty it is..to keep the passage, or fair-way, open, 
1858 Adm. Reg. in Merc. Marine Mag. V. 103 Sea-going 
vessels..at anchor in roadsteads or fairways. 1883 Chamd. 
Frud. 523 Clear water fareways, by which the fishermen 
wend a speedy course from point to point. 1893 Daily 
Chron. 4 Jan. 5/7 She was in the fairway of all steamers 
crossing to and from New York. 

attrib, 1875 Brenrorp Sailor's Pocket-bk. v. (ed. 2) 137 
Fairway buoys are plainly marked. 

Pai'r-weather, a. 

1. Fit or suitable only for calm or fair weather. 

1810 Naval Chron. XXIV. 69 These fair-weather birds 
would never put to sea. 1855 Macauray //ist. Eng. 111. 
650 The first gale would send the whole of this fairweather 
armament to the bottom of the Channel. 1883 J/anch. 
Exam, 26 Nov. 5/3 They are all fair-weather craft. 


[f. Far a. + 
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2. fig. : 4 

1736 Pope's Lett. 1 Oct. 1730 My Fair-weather-friends of 
the summer are going away for London. 1748 SMoLLeTT 
Rod. Rand. iii, That there fair weather Jack (pointing 
to the young squire). 1828 E. Irvine Last Days 
287 What a fair-weather service there is of God! 1873 
Miss Broucuton Nancy II. 10 Am I to be only a fair- 
weather wife to you? 

Fairy (feeri), 56. and a. Forms: 4 feir-, 
feyr-i(e, -ye, (5 fery, 6 feirie), 4-5 fai-, fayerie, 
-ye, (4 fayry3e), 4-6 fair-, fayr-6, -ey, -ie, -y(e, 
(6 fayere, 6-7 pharie, 7 farie, phair-, pherie), 
4- fairy; also Farriz,-y. fa. OF. faerie, fazerie 
(mod.F. féerie), f. OF. fae (mod.F. fée) Fay 56.2] 

A. sé. 


+1. The land or home of the fays; fairy-land. 
Obs.: see FAERIE. 

€ 1320 Orfeo 273 The kyng of Fayré, with his route, Com 
to hunte all aboute. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sgr.’s 7. 88 Though 
he were comen ayeyn out of ffairye. c1400 Maunpev. 
(Roxb.) xvi. 73 A sperhawke .. and a faire lady of Fairye 
sittand berby. 1593 Drayton Zclogves iii. 15 [Collin] is to 
fayrie gone a Pilgrimage. 1610 B. Jonson AlcA., 1. ii, 
The Doctor Sweares that you are... Allied to the Queene 
of Faerie. . ; 

+2. A collective term for the fays or inhabitants 
of fairyland ; fairy-folk. Ods. 

¢1320 Orfeo 189 Awey with the fayré sche was ynome. 
€ 1350 W7ll. Palerne 230 Pemperour wend witerly for wonder 
of pat child, bat feizbely it were of feyrye. c 1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon xiv. 337 The horse. .that cam of the fery, 
1525 Lp. Berners /roiss. Il. ccxxiv. [ccxx.] 7oo Suche as 
knowe. .affyrmeth that the fayry and the nympes be moche 
conuersaunt there. c1540 Pilgrinz'’s Tale 88 Where this 
man walked, there was no farey .. for his blessynges..did 
vanquyche them. 1603 P/élotus cxxvili, Gang hence .. to 
the Farie, With me thow may na langer tarie. d 

+3. Enchantment, magic; a magic contrivance ; 
an illusion, a dream. Oés. 

c1300 K. Adis. 6924 That thou herdest is fairye. ¢ 1310 
E. E. P. (1862) 134 Hit nis but fantum and feiri. 1362 
Lanct. P. Pl. A. Prol. 6 Me bi-fel a ferly A Feyrie me 
pouhte. c1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode u. xxxvi. (1869) 89, 
I wot not what this tokeneth, but if it be a fairye. @ 1533 
Lp. Berners xox clvi. 595 To y° entente that the monke 
shuld not begyle hym, thus by the fayrey and enchaunte- 
ment. 

4, One of a class of supernatural beings of dimi- 
nutive size, in popular belief supposed to possess 
magical powers and to have great influence for 
good or evil over the affairs of man. See Exr and 
Fay sb.? 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 371 And as he were a fairie, ¢1450 
Voc.inWr.-Wiilcker 571 Cavni, fayryes. 1563 FuLKE Meteors 
(1640) 68 b, Those round circles .. that ignorant people af- 
firme to be-the rings of the Fairies dances. 1583 SEMPILL 
Ballates xxxv.210 Ane carling of the Quene of Phareis. 1650 
Baxter Saint’s R. u. (1654) 270 Hags (or Fairies) that is, 
such as exercise familiarity with men. 1743 CoLLins £, to 
Sir T. Hanmer 98 Twilight fairies tread the circled Green. 
1813 SHELLEY Q, J7aé 167, lam the Fairy Mab. 1832 W. 
Irvinc Alhambra 1, 128 She is small enough to be a fairy, 
and a fairy she may be for aught I can find out. 1891 Dazly 
News 30 Oct. 5/1 ‘The first appearance of the conventional 
Fairy. .is made in Perrault’s ‘ Contes’ (1697). 

b. Fairy of the mine: a goblin supposed to in- 
habit mines. (The designation is used by Milton ; 
later writers use it as the equivalent of the German 
kobold or gnome.) + Fairy of the sea: a Nereid. 

1555 Epen Decades 12 The fayre nimphes or fayeres of 
the sea (cauled Nereiades). 1607 TorseLt Four, Beasts 
(1673) 261 The Virgin lived among the Pharies of the Sea. 
1634 [see FAERIE 3). 18.. Scot. Encycl.s.v., The Germans 
believed in two species of Fairies of the Mines. 

5. cransf. +a. One possessing more than human 
power ; an enchantress. Ods. 

1606 SHaks. Ant. § Cl. 1v. viii. 12 To this great faiery 
[Cleopatra], Ile commend thy acts. 

b. A small graceful woman or child. 

1838 Lytron A /ice 21 Miss Merton was..surprised by the 
beauty. .of the young fairy before her. 

B. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to fairies; of the nature of 
fairies ; enchanted, illusory, fictitious. 

c1640 WaLLeR Yo one who libelled C’tess Carlisle iii, 
Hast thou not heard of fairy Arthur's shield. 1699 BENTLEY 
Phal. 286 His two Fairy Poets wrote Tragedies against 
him. 1713 Guardian No. 141 The fairy images of glory 
and honour. 1821 SHELLEY Zfipsych. 193 ‘The fairy isles 
of sunny lawn. 

2. Resembling a fairy, fairy-like; delicate, finely 
formed or woven. 

1788 W. Given Mount. § Lakes U1. 223 Little fairy scenes, 
where the parts, tho trifling, are happily disposed. 1838 
Lyrton A dice 11. ii, Delicate and fairy cast of beauty. a 1839 
Praep Poems (1864) I. 229 Many a fairy form ive met. 
1864 Tennyson Aylmer's F. 9t [He] Show'd her .. The 
little dells of cowslip, fairy palms..fairy pines. 1883 AL- 
pric Ponkapog to Pesth 243 Fairy textures from looms of 
Samarcand. 


C. attrib. and Comb. 

1. General relations: a. simple attrib., as fazry- 
arrow, -book, etc.; also in various local names for 
the Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea), fairy-bell, -cap, 
-jingers, -glove, -thimble, -weed; b. appositive, as 
Sairy-folk, -godmother; @. instrumental and origi- 
native, as fairy-born, -haunted, -~pencilled adjs.; a. 
parasynthetic and similative, as fairy-featured, 
Sormed, -like adjs. 


FAIRY. 


1864 TENNYSON Ayimter’s F. 94 What look’d a flight of 
*fairy arrows. 1870 Science Gossip 1 June 135 In Anglo- 
Irish we call it [the Foxglove] .. *fairy bell. 1850 Mrs. 
BrowninG Poets Il. 213 A child .. sleeping with dropt 
head Upon the *fairy-book he lately read. 1871 PALGRAVE 
Lyr. Poenzs ux All these things..So wrought on her, though 
*fairy born and wild. ¢1620 Convert Soule in Farr S. P. 
Fas. [ (1848) 89 And for thy food eat *fairy bread. 1828 
Miss Mitrorp Vidlage 3rd Ser. (1863) 83 The prettier Irish 
name of that superb plant [the fox-glove], the *fairy-cap. 
1681 DrypEn Sf. Friary u. 21 These *Fayery favours are lost 
when not concealed. 1778 LANGHORNE Owen of Carron 
Ixvii, The *fairy-featured vale. 1878-86 Britren & Hottanp 
Plant-n., *Fairy fingers, Digitalis purpurea L, 1513 Douc- 
Las nets vu.vi. 7 Nymphis and Favynis. . Quhilk*fairfolkis 
..clepyng we. 1827 Pottox Course 7.11, Tales Of fairy 
folk and sleepless ghosts. 1864 Tennyson Aydmer's F. go 
The *fairy footings on the grass. 1816 Byron Ch. Har. m1. 
cii, Bees and birds, And “*fairy-form’d and many-colour’d 
things. 1870 Scrence Gossip t June 135 Its [foxglove’s] other 
name ‘*fairy glove’. 1883 Ourwa Wanda I. 43 A very 
*fairy godmother. 1792 S. Rocers Pleas. Mem. u. 3 To 
view the *fairy-haunts of long-lost hours. _1603 HarsNer 
Pop. Inipost, 21 The poore Wench was so *Fayrie haunted, 
as she durst not goe..to Ma. Dibdale hir chamber alone. 
31891 Sale Catal. Glass Wks. Stourbridge, Five *fairy lamps. 
1598 Suaxs. Merry W. ww. iv. 57 Let them all encircle him 
about And *fairy-like to pinch the vncleane knight. 1840 
Dickens Old C, Shop i, So slight and fairy-like a creature. 
1867 Deutscu Renz, (1874) 5 Hieroglyphical *fairy-lore. 
1813, SHELLEY Q. A/ad 1. 91 Those who had looked upon 
the sight.. Saw but the “fairy pageant. 1810 Associate 
Minstrels 105 The *fairy-penciled spray. 1884 HoLtLanp 
Chester Gloss., *Fairies’ Petticoats, the foxglove. rx 
Mrs. Rapcirre Myst. Udolpho i, Tell the Goddess of 
this “fairy scene. 1590 Suaxs. Mids. N. u. ii. 1 Come, 
now a Roundell, and a *Fairy song. 1864 TENNYSON 
Aylmer's F. 89 He had... told her *fairy-tales. 1878-86 
Britten & Hotranp Plant-n., *Fairy Thimbles, Digitalis 
purpurea. 1732 Berxerey Alciphr. vu. § 25 They have 
exposed their *fairy ware not to cheat but divert us. 1870 
Science Gossif 1 June 135 In Anglo-Irish we call it [the 
Foxglove]. .*fairy weed. 

2. Special Comb.: fairies-arrow, = ELF-sHoT 
2; fairies’ bath, Peztza coccinea; fairy-beads 
(see quot.) ; fairy-bell (see quot. 1861); fairy- 
bird (see quot.) ; fairy (fairies’) butter, (a) (see 
quot. 1777), (0) Tremella albida; fairy-cheeses, 
Malva rotundifiora, from the shape of the seeds; 
fairy-circle, (@) =F alRy-RING, (0) a fairy-dance, 
(c) a circle of fairies dancing; hence fairy- 
circled a.; fairy-court, the’court of some fairy 
king or queen ; fairy-cucumber (see quot.) ; fairy- 
cups, (a) Primula veris, (6) =fatries’ bath ; hence 
fairy-cupped a.; fairy-dance, (a) = FAIRY-RING, 
(6) dance of the fairies, in quot. fig.; fairy- 
dart, =ELr-suor ; fairy-eggs (sce quot.) ; fairy- 
fingermarks (see quot.); fairy-flax, Linum 
catharticum; fairy-grass Briza media; fairy- 
green, = Fairy-ninc; fairy-groat (see quot.) ; 
fairies’-hair, Cuscuta epithymum ; fairy-hammer 
(see quot.); fairy-hillock (see quot.) ; fairies- 
horse, Senecio Jacobwa; fairy-lint,= fairy-lax ; 
fairy-loaf (see quot.); fairy-martin, Austra- 
lian name for Hivundo ariel; fairy-money, 
money given by fairies, said to crumble away 
rapidly ; fairy-mushroom, a toadstool; + fairy- 
nips (see quot.); fairy-pavements, cubes used 
in Roman pavements ; fairy-pipe, an old kind of 
tobacco-pipe, frequently dug up in Great Britain ; 
fairy-purse (see quot.); fairy-queen, the queen 
of the fairies; fairy-rade, Sc., the expedition of 
the fairies to the place where they are to hold 
their annual banquet; fairy-shrimp,= Chiroce- 
phalus diaphanus, a British fresh-water crustacean ; 
fairy-sparks (see quot. 1875); fairy-stone, (a) 
a fossil sea-urchin or echinite, (4) a flint arrow-head, 
= ELF-SHOT 2; fairies’-table, various fungi ; 
fairy (fairies’ )-treasure, -wealth, = fairy-money; 
+ fairy-walk, = Fairy-RING. 

1794 SUTHERLAND in Statist. Acc, Scot. X.15 The common 
people confidently assert that they [celts] are “fairies’ 
arrows, which they shoot at cattle. 1878-86 Britren & 
Hotranp Plant-n., *Fairies’ Bath. 1831 J. Hopcson in 
Raine AZem, (1858) II. 222 The crinoidea or enchrinal fossil, 
which in Cumberland is called “fairy beads. 1861 Mrs. 
Lankester Wild Flowers 47 The tiny white flowers [of 
Wood Sorrel]. .are called by the Welsh ‘*fairy bells’. 1885 
Swainson Prov. Names Birds 204 Little Tern .. *Fairy 
bird (Galway). 1777 Branp Pop. Antig. (1813) I. 339 
‘There is a substance found. .in crevices of lime-stone rocks 
.- near Holywell .. which is called Menyn Tylna Teg or 
‘Fairies Butter. So also in Northumberland the common 
people call a certain fungous excrescence, sometimes found 
about the roots of old trees, *Fairy Butter. 1878-86 BritTeN 
& Houianp Plant-n., Fuiry-Butter. [bid.,* Fairy cheeses. 
1653 H. More Axtid, Ath. mm. xi. § 1 Those dark Rings in 
the grass which they call *Fairy-Circles, 1711 Acc. Dis- 
temper Tom Whigg u..44 Tom .. trod out Fairy Circles at 
the Head of each Tribe. 1854 in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club 
(1873) VII. 32 In the churchyard there is a large .. fairy 
circle. 1859 TENNYSON Guinevere 255 The flickering fairy- 
circle wheel’d and broke Flying. 1777 Warton Monody 
Poems 7 Fancy’s *fairy-circled shrine. a 1649 DRrumM. oF 
Hawtn. Wks. (1711) 44 To .. know the sports Of foreign 
shepherds, fawns, and “fairy-courts. 1708 PAil. Trans. 
XXVI.78 The Ecknite Spoke, or * Fairy Cucumber. 1878-86 
Britten & Hotranp Plant-n.,* Fairy Cups. 1863 BROWNING 
Poems, By Fire-side 59 The *fairy-cupped Elf-needled mat 
of moss. 1675 Evetyn Zerra (1776) 62 A florid green circle 


FAIRYBABE. 


or *Fairy-dance at the bottom. 1798 Sotuesy tr. Wieland’s 
Oberon (1826) I. 51 The twinkling fairy-dance of light and 
shade, 1877 Brewer Dict. Phrase § Fable 284 *Fairy- 
darts, flint arrowheads now called celts. 1860 J. F. Camp- 
BELL Zales W. Highi, 1. Introd. 1 Fishermen. . often find cer- 
tain hard, light floating objects.. which they call sea-nuts. . 
and *fairy-eggs. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss.,* Fairy jinger-marks, 
hollow marks in limestone as if fingers had been pressed upon 
the stones when soft. 1841 Loner. Wreck Hes. ii, Blue 
were her eyesas the *fairy-flax. 1878-86 Britten & Hottanp 
Plant-n., *Fairy grass. 1819 Edin. Mag. July 19 He 
wha tills the *fairy green, Nae luck again sall hae. 1577-87 
Harrison England u, 1. xxiv. 218 Some peeces [of coine].. 
are dailie taken vp, which they call..*Feirie groats. 1627 
Drayton Vymphidia 71 In their courses make that round, 
In meadows. .found, By them so call’d the *Fairy-ground. 
1878-86 Britren & Hotvann Plant-n., *Fairies’ hair. 
1815 Clan-Albin Il. 240 note, *Fairy-hammers are pieces 
of green porphyry, shaped like the head of ahatchet. 1808- 
79 Jamieson, *Fairy-hillocks .. verdant knolls .. from the 
vulgar idea that these were anciently inhabited by the 
fairies, or that they used to dance there. 1877 BREWER 
Dict, Phrase §& Fable 284 Fairy-hillocks. 1878-86 BritrEN 
& Hottanp Plant-n., * Fairies’ Horse. Tbid., *Fairy lint. 
1877 Brewer Dict. Phrase §& Fable 284 *Fairy loaves... 
fossil sea-urchins (echini), said to be made by the fairies, 
1865 Goutp Handbk. Birds Australia 1, 113 The *Fairy 
Martin is dispersed over all the southern portions of Aus- 
tralia. 1690 Locke Hum. Und.1. iv. (1695) 38 Such bor- 
rowed Wealth, like *Fairy-money..will be but Leaves and 
Dust when it comes to use. 1849 Lytton Caatons xvit. vi, 
Half-suspecting they must already have turned into withered 
leaves like fairy-money. 1884 Mitter Plant-2. 137 Toad- 
stool .. *Fairy-Mushroom. Any of the poisonous Fungi. 
1656 Apry Candle in Dark 129 There be also found 1 

omen with Childe .. certain spots black and blew, as i 
they were pinched or beaten, which some common ignorant 
people call *Fairy-nips. 1787 Axchvol, VIII. 364 Some 
small stone cubes .. which the country people called *fairy 
pavements. 1867 Chambers’ Encycl. s.v. Tobacco-pipes, 
From their smallness, some ancient tobacco-pipes are called 
“fairy pipes. 1877 E. Peacock Manley § Corringham 
Gloss., *Fairy-purses, a kind of fungus .. something like 
a cup, or old-fashioned purse. 1590 Suaxs. JZids. NV. 
I, i. o: I serue the *Fairy Queene, 1813 SHELLEY Q. Mad 
59 The chariot of the Fairy Queen! 1859 Tennyson Elaine 
1248 Look how she sleeps—the Fairy Queen so fair! 1810 
CromEK Remains Nithsdale Song 298 At the first ap- 
proach of summer is held the *Fairy Rade. c18z0 Hocc 
Woolgatherer in Tales 8 Sk. (1837) I. 196 There have 
been fairy raids i’ the Hope. 1857 A. Wuite Brit. 
Crustacea 263 The *Fairy Shrimp seems to live on dead 
animal or vegetable matter. 1674 Ray S. §& £. C. Words 
65 *Fairy-sparks or Shel-fire: Kent: often seen on 
clothes in the night. 1875 ParisH Szssex Gloss., Hairy- 
sparks, phosphoric light seen on various substances in the 
night-time. 1646Sir T. Browne Psexud. Ep. u.i. 53 That we 
call a *Fayrie stone, and is often found in gravell pits 
amongst us. 1791 Forp in Statist. Acc. Scot. 1. 73 Arrow 
points of flint, commonly called elfor fairy stones are to be 
seen here [Lauder]. 1881 /s/e of Wight Gloss., Fairy stones, 
fossil echini. 1878-86 Britten & Hotianp Plant-n.,* Fairies 
Table or Tables, (1) Agaricus campestris. .(2) Hydrocotyle 
vulgaris. (1632 Massincer & Fietp Fatal Dowry wv. i, 
Tis *Fairies’ Treasure.] 1698 Norris Pract. Disc. (1707) 
IV. 15 Every man keeps it [Religion] as a Fairy-Treasure. 
1686 Phil. Trans. XVI. 207 The circles in Grasse called 
commonly *Fairy Walkes. 1652 Brief Char. Low Countries 
26 (Brand) She falls off like *Fairy Wealth disclosed. 

airybabe, corrupt form of FEAR-BABE, -BABY. 

Fairydom (fé*ridom). [f. Farry + -pom.] 
= FAIRYLAND. 

1844 R. P. Warp Chatsworth 1. 34 The cleverest fingers 
in fairydom, 1884 CuHitp Lng. § Sc. Pop. Ball. ut. xxxix. 
336/1 An attempt to rescue a woman from fairydom. 

Fairyhood (fesrihud). [f. as prec. + -HooD.] 
a. The condition of being under the influence of 
fairies ; enchanted state. b. Fairy nature or cha- 
racteristics. ©. concr. Fairies collectively. 

1832 Fraser's Mag. V. 475 Sipping his coffee in the blessed 
unconsciousness of the fairyhood of his situation. 1842 
Mrs. Browninc Grk. Chr. Poets (1863) 179 The ‘ Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ displays more of the fairyhood of fairies, 
than the ‘ Paradise Lost’ does of the angelhood of angels. 
1844 Blackw. Mag. LVI. 85 The down-trodden fairyhood. 

Fairyism (fé-rijiz’m). [f. as prec. + -1sM.] 
a. The personal qualities of a fairy ; fairy power. 
Hence ¢ransf. the power (of a poet) to cast a spell 
over a hearer or reader. b. The conditions of 
fairy existence ; a resemblance to those conditions ; 
fairyland. ec. Belief in fairies, fairy-lore. 

1715 tr. D’ Anois’ Wks. 373 The Gift of Faryism, which I 
receiv'd from my Birth. 1763 H. Watrote Let. G. Mon- 
tagu 17 May, The air of enchantment and fairyism, which 
is the tone of the place. 1796 W. Taytor in Monthly 
Rev, XXI1. 491 The miracles of fairyism, 1803 — in Ann. 
Rev. 1. 265, | would have shown you the great power of my 
fairyism. 1835 Sir E. Brypces Milton's Comus 182 Thomson 
.. has not the distinctness and fairyism of Milton. 1843 
Blackw. Mag. LIV. 26 What Rousseau. .terms ‘a false air 
of magnificence, fairyism, and enchantment’, 1877 Ourpa 
Puck xxiii, 273 In all her... winged fairyism. 

Fairyland (fe-rilend). [f. as prec. + Lanp.] 
The country or home of the fairies; an enchanted 


land existing only in fancy. 

1sgo Suaks. Mids. N. 1. i. 60 When thou wast stolne 
away from Fairy Land. 1665 Drypen Jad. Emperor 1. i, 
Methinks we walk in Dreams on Fairy Land. 17.. Gray 
in Corr. NV. Nicholls (1843) 294 King Arthur was not dead, 
but translated to Fairy-Land. 1833 Tennyson Poems 20 
Looming like baseless fairyland. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets 
vii. 231 Euripides. .entered the fairyland of dazzling fancy. 


Fairy-ring (féririn). [f as prec. + Rina] 
A circular band of grass differing in colour from 
the grass around it, a phenomenon supposed 
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in popular belief to be produced by fairies when 
dancing; really caused by the growth of certain 
fungi. 

1599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum. Epil., Let. .turtle- 
footed peace dance fayrie rings About her court. 1698 Nor- 
ris Pract. Disc. (1707) IV. 222 We tread the same Fairy- 
ring. 1791 E, Darwin Bot. Gard. 1. 36 So from dark clouds 
the playful lightning springs, Rives the firm oak, or prints 
the Fairy-rings. 1832 Veg. Subst. Food 328 The ‘ fairy rings’ 
-.are found..upon dry downs. 1875 in Szssex Gloss. 

b. attrib. in fairy-ring-champignon, etc. 

1884 MILLER Plant-n., Fairy-ring Champignon, see Cham- 
pignon. /é/d., Mushroom, fairy-ring. Marasmius oreades 
and I, wrens. 

Fairyship (fe-rifip). [f. as prec. +-SHIP; cf. 
his lordship.) ‘The personality of a fairy. 

1854 Blackw. Mag. UX XV. 413 Her fairyship may fairly 
be considered to be already sufficiently rewarded. 

Faisable, -ible, obs. ff. of FnasiBir, 

+ Fait, sd. Zaw. Ods. [a. Fr. fact deed, act: 
see the variant Frat.] a. A deed. b. In the 
translation of Perkins; Act of parties, as distin- 
guished from operation of law. 

1562 Act 5 Eliz.c. 14 §12 Convicted .. in an Action of 
forger of false Faytes. 1642 tr. Perkins’ Prof. Bk. iii. § 191. 
85 The difference betweene a license in fait and a license in 
Law. 165r W. G. tr. Cowel’s Just. 182 Amongst those 
Obligations in writing, which wee call Faits or Deeds. 

Fait, obs. form of Frat. 

+ Fait, v.! Ods. Also 4 fayte(n. 
formation from Farrour.] 

1. intr. To act or speak falsely, use false pre- 
tences ; to beg on false pretences. 

c1320 Sir Tristr. 3054 Falsly canestow fayt. 1377 LaNncL. 
P. Pl. B. xv. 208 Alle suche pei faiten. 1393 /ézd. C. 1. 43 
Faytynge for hure fode. 

2. trans. To deceive, lead astray. 

c1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 76 My fleissche in ouerhope 
wolde me faite. 

Hence Fai‘ting v0/. sb., deceit, pretence. 

1377 Lancv. P. Pé. B. x. 38 But po pat feynen hem folis, 


and with faityng libbeth. 
[ad. OF. faztzer, f. fazt, pa. 


+ Fait, v.2 Ods. 
pple. of fazve to do.] trans. To arrange, con- 


struct, fit. 

1635-6 Burgh Rec. Glasgow 1. 482 Hinging of the said 
bell and faiting all wark thairto. 

+Faite, v. Ods. [aphet. f. of Araitz.] = 
AFAITE 4, 5. 

1362 Lanct P. PZ. A. v. 49 Heo wolde vn-souwen hire 
smok, and setten per an here Forte fayten hire Flesch. 1393 
Ibid. C. 1x. 30 Faite py faucones to culle wylde foules. 

+ Fai‘terous, a. Obs. rare. [f. fatter, Fairour 
+ -oUS.] Characterized by deceit ; treacherous. 

1600 Hottanp Livy ii. xvili. too Faiterous and secret 
mischeefe was underhand practised by the Tribunes, /dzd. 
959 Peevish folly first and faiterous falshood afterwards. 

+ Faitery. 0s. Forms: 4-7 fai-, fayterie, 
-y(e, (4 faytrye, 6 faitry). [f.as prec. + -y.] 
Fraud, deception, hypocrisy. 

1377 Lanct. P. P/. B. x1. 90 And wher-of serueth lawe 
.-if nolyf vndertoke it, Falsenesse ne faytrye. c1430 P7/g7. 
L3f Manhode i. \iii. (1869) 96 Not that j sey thee thus for 
to putte thee in to faitourye [mistransl. Fr. /estardye ‘in- 
dolence’]. 1440 Promp. Parv. 147 Fayterye, fictio. 1529 
More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 40/1, I let passe ouer the faitry and 
falshed that is therin vsed. 1600 HoxttanD Livy xxxiv. 
xxili. 867 He [Philip of Macedon] charged the Romanes 
with fraud and faiterie. 

Faith (feip), sd. Forms: 3 fei8, 3-4 feip, (4 
feizp), 3-6 feith(e, 4-5 feyth(e, 4 faip(e, 4-6 
fayth(e, (5 fath, feth), 5-6 faithe, 4- faith. 
See also Fay sd. [a. OF. fezd, fezt (pronounced 
‘Seid, ? fezp: see Suchier in Grober’s Grundriss Rom. 
Phil.1.586), = Pr. fe (nom.fes), Sp., Pg. /¢, It.fede:— 
L. fidem, f. root of frd-ére to trust. The later OF. 
form fez (whence mod.F. foz) was also adopted in 
ME., and survived in certain phrases down to 16th 
c.: see Fay 56.1 ; 

The L. des, like its etymological cognate Gr. mats, 
which it renders in the N, T., had the following principal 
senses: 1. Belief, trust. 2. That which produces belief, 
evidence, token, pledge, engagement. 3. ‘Trust in its ob- 
jective aspect, troth ; observance of trust, fidelity.] 

I. Belief, trust, confidence. 

1. Confidence, reliance, trust (in the ability, good- 
ness, etc., of a person ; in the efficacy or worth of 
a thing; orin the truth of a statement or doctrine). 
Const. 72, + of. In early use, only with reference 
to religious objects; this is still the prevalent ap- 
plication, and often colours the wider use. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3405 (Cott.) In drightin was his fayth ai 
fest. c1340 /b7d. 2286 (Trin.) In maumetrie furst feip he 
{nembrot} fond. c13g9t CHaucer As?ro/. 1. §4 Observ- 
auncez..& rytes of paiens, in which my spirit ne hath no 
feith. 1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. xv. \xxxvii (1495) 522 
The Germans tornyd the Liuones .. to the worshyp and 
fayth of one god. 1550 CrowLey Last Trump. 151 Se that 
thy fayth be pitched On thy Lord God. 1680 Orway Orphan 
1. vii, Attempt no farther to delude my Faith. 1768-74 
Tucker L#. Nat. (1852) II. 235 Such an one has great faith 
in Ward’s pills. 1821 CHALMERS Se77. I. i.18 Faith in the 
constancy of this law. 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. 
(ed. 2) III. vi. 87 To have faith in God is to surrender oneself 
to God. 1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. 1.168 Without faith in 
human virtue or in human attachment. 1855 KincsLey 


[? Back- 


FAITH. 


Lett. (1878) 1. 442 There was the most intense faith in him 
..that Right was right. 

b. Belief proceeding from reliance on testimony 
or authority. 

1551 IT. WILSON Logike (1580) 60 b, An historicall faithe. As 
I doe beleve that Willyam Conquerour was kyng of Eng- 
lande. a 1628 Preston Breastpl. Faith (1630) 15 Faith is.. 
assenting to Truthes for the Authority of the Speaker. 1725 
Warts Logic i. ii. §g9 When we derive the Evidence of any 
Proposition from the Testimony of others, it is called the 
Evidence of Faith. @1873 Huxtry in Hamerton /7te//. 
Life vin. ii. (1873) ap The absolute rejection of authority 
..the annihilation of the spirit of blind faith. 

2. Phrases. Zo give faith: to yield belief to. Zo 
pin one’s faith to or upon: to believe implicitly. 

1430 Paston Lett. No. 14 I. 30, I prey yow to gyve feith 
and credence touchant this matier. 1552 Asp. HAMILTON 
Catech. (1884) 27 Fayth to be geven to the Word of God. 1556 
Aurelio & Isab. (1608) I vij, One oughte to geve more feithe 
unto the secrete consentment of the soule, than [etc.], 1653 
H, Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xxxv.140 Opinions. .unto which 
they give so much faith, that nothing can be able to remove 
them from it. 170z Pore Dryofe 69 If to the wretched any 
faith be giv’n. 1710 HEARNE Cod/ect. 4 Mar., Some pin. . their 
Faith on..Hoadly. 1797 Mrs. Rapctirre /talian vi, You 
believe. .that I am willing to give faith to wonderful stories. 
1812 SHELLEY Propos. Association Prose Wks. I. 270 Well- 
meaning people, who pin their faith upon their grand- 
mother’s apronstring. 1885 London Society Apr. 357 The 
.. practitioner of the old school .. pins his faith to time- 
honoured methods. _ ees 

3. Theol. in various specific applications. a. 
Belief in the truths of religion; belief in the au- 
thenticity of divine revelation (whether viewed as 
contained in Holy Scripture or in the teaching of 
the Church), and acceptance of the revealed doc- 
trines. b. That kind of faith (distinctively called 
saving or justifying faith) by which, in the teach- 
ing of the N.T., a sinner is justified in the sight of 
God, This is very variously defined by theologians 
(see quots.), but there is general agreement in re- 
garding it as a conviction practically operative on 
the character and will, and thus opposed to the 
mere intellectual assent to religious truth (some- 
times called speculative faith). ec. The spiritual 
apptehension of divine truths, or of realities beyond 
the reach of sensible experience or logical proof. 
By Christian writers often identified with the pre- 
ceding; but not exclusively confined to Christian 
use. Often viewed as the exercise of a special 
faculty in the soul of man, or as the result of super- 


natural illumination. 

1382 Wyc ir Fas. ii. 17 Feith, if it haue not werkes, is 
deed in it silf. 1526 TinpaLe Prod. Moses Wks. 7 Fayth, is 
the beleuyng of Gods promises, and a sure trust in the 
goodnes and truth of God, which fayth iustified Abrah. 1555, 
Even Decades Pref. to Rdr. (Arb.) 5: Abraham the father 
of fayth. 1581 Marseck Bk. of Notes 375 Faith..maketh 
God & man friends. 1651 Hosses Leviath. ut. xlii. 271 
Faith is a gift of God, which Man can neither give, nor take 
away. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. iv. xviii, Faith..is the 
Assent to any Proposition. .upon the Credit of the Proposer, 
as coming from God, in some extraordinary way of Com- 
munication. 1700 Burkitr Ox NV. 7. Johni.12 Faith is 
..such an affiance in Christ .. as is the parent and principle 
of obedience to him. 1744 Swirt Sev. Trinity 52 
Faith is an entire Dependence upon the Truth, the 
Power, the Justice, and the mercy of God. 1781 Cowper 
Expost. 111 Faith, the root whence only can arise The 
graces of a life that wins the skies. 1830 Worpsw. 2 ssian 
Fugitive wt. xi, That monumental grace Of Faith. 1860 
Pusey Min. Proph. 415 The faith of which he speaks, is a 
real true confiding faith. 1869 GouLBouRN Purs. Holiness 
iii. 2t Faith. .the faculty by which we realize unseen things. 

4. That which is or should be believed. a. A 
system of religious belief, e.g. Zhe Christian, 
Jewish, Mohammedan, etc., faith. Also, Con- 

Jession, Rule of Faith, for which see those words. 

¢ 1325 Coer de L. 4062 He is at the Sarezynes faith. ¢1330 
R. Brunne Chvon. (1810) 24 At haly kirkes fayth alle on 
were bope. 1393 Lanet. P. P27. C. xvit. 258 In a faith 
lyuep pat folke, and in a false mene. ¢ 1400 Maunpev. (1839) 
ili. 18 Thei varien from oure Feithe. 1485 Caxton Chas. 
Gt. x The cristen feythe is affermed. 1529 More Dyaloge 
i. Wks. 179/1 The churche. .muste..haueallonefayth. 1553 
Even Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 24 They haue no law written 
and are of no faith. 1599 SHaxs. Much Adot.i.75 He 
weares his faith but as the fashion of his hat. 1612 Biste 
Jude 3 Earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
deliuered vnto the Saints. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. 
viii. 2x, I swear to thee by the faith of Pagan, that [etc.]. 
1832 W. Irvine Alhambra 1. 302 Are you willing to re- 
nounce the faith of your father? 1858 Lp. St. Lronarps 
Handy Bk. Prop. Law xiii. 81 The child should be brought 
up in the religious faith of the father. 

transf. 1878 Mortey Byron Crit. Misc. 1st Ser. 224 It was 
perhaps the secret of the black transformation of the social 
faith of ’89 into the worship of the Conqueror of ’99. 

b. The fazth: the true religion ; usually = the 
Christian faith. Also, without article in certain 
phrases, as contrary to faith, etc. Of faith: part 
and parcel of the faith. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 21013 (Cott.) Iacob pe mar .. be land o 
spaigne in fait he fest. c1340 /47d, 8990 (Fairf.) Pat caytef 
kinde. .made him [salamon] in be fai ful fals. 21375 Foseph 
Arim, 11 Joseph... hedde I-turned to be feyp, fifti with 
him-seluen. c1485 Digdy Myst. u. 240 A very pynacle of 
the fayth. 1555 Even Decades Pref. to Rdr.(Arb.) 507a7z., 
The Indians subdued to the fayth, 1611 Biste Tvans/. Pref. 
3 A manifest falling away from the Faith. 1635 Pacirr 
Christianogr. I. iii, (1636) 108 The Gospel conteineth intirely 


FAITH. 


the faith. 1844 Lincarp Azglo-Sax. Ch. (1845) 11. App. 401 
Matters contrary to faith, 1867 Br. Forses £.xplax. 39 Art. 
i.(188r) 5 The uncompounded nature of God is of faith, 

ce. What is believed, or required to be believed, 
on a particular subject. + Also //. points of faith, 
tenets. 

¢ 1380 WycuiF Se/. Wks. 111. 378 Freris perverten bo right 
feithe of bo sacrament of po auter. 1513 BrapsHaw .S?¢. 
Werburge 1.1638 Prechynge..The faythes of holy chyrche. 
1845 Maurice Mor. & Met. Philos. in Encycl. Metrop. I. 
632/1 We assumed the common faith of our countrymen 
respecting the .. discipline of the Jew to be true. 1883 
H. Drummonp Nat. Law in Spir. W. 276 A repetition of 
the Hebrew poets’ faith. 

+5. Act of (the) faith: =AvtTO DA FB. Obs. 

1656 Ben Israet Vind. Fudvorum in Phenix (1708) II. 
400 The Act of the Faith, which is ordinarily done at To- 
ledo, was done at Madrid, Anno 1632. 1709 Lond. Gaz. 
No, 4565/t On the thirtieth of the last Month an Act of 
Faith was held in this City [Lisbon] by the Inquisition. 

II. Inducement to belief or trust. 

+6. Power to produce belief, credit, convincing 
authority. Ods. 

1638 Mepe £f#. to Estwick Wks. 1v. 836 S. Jerom is a 
man of no faith with me, 1808 W. Mitrorp //7st. Greece 
IV. xxxi. (app.) 124 It may not be unnecessary..towards 
establishing the faith of the foregoing. .narrative. 

+7. Attestation, confirmation, assurance. Ods. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 326 To yive a more feith..In 
blacke clothes they hem cloth. 1556 A xz elio §- sab, (1608) 
F yj, The manney folde paines.,makethe cleare faithe 
inoughe, that the greter follie is yowres. 1654 Jer. TAYLOR 
Real Pres, xii.27 An excellent MS. that makes faith in this 
particular. 1730 A. Gorvon Maffer’s Amphith. 375 Rely- 
ing on the Faith of Books, 

+ 8. Assurance given, formal declaration, pledge, 
promise. In phrases, Zo do, make faith (=L. 
jidem facere): to affirm, promise, give surety. 70 
give (one’s) faith (= L. fidem dare): to give as- 
surance, pledge one’s word. Ox his faith: on 
parole. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Prov, xi. 15 He shal be tormentid with euel 
that doth feith [Vulg. /edes facit] for a stranger. c1400 
Destr. Troy 548 Pat 3e me faith make, In dede for to do as 
I desyre wille. c1430 Syx Gener. (Roxb.) 9969 He toke 
feith of free and bond. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 223/1 Alle 
made fayth to other that [ete.]. 1523 Lp. Berners /7oiss. 
I. ccxi, 254 The kyng of England .. trusted them on theyr 
faithes. 1548 Hatt Chron. 184b, Emongest men of warre, 
faith or othe, syldome is perfourmed. 1558 Br. Watson 
Sev. Sacram. xxviii, 178 Jane, here I geue to thee my 
faythe and truthe..I wyll marrye thee. 1581 Marseck Bf. 
of Notes 807 Faith was made to them, that .. they should 
come safe. 1641 BAKER Chyon. (1679) 32/2 King William.. 
upon faith given returns to London. 1685 H. Consett Pyac. 
Spir. Courts 265 If the Plaintiff doth personally make Faith, 
that [etc.]. 

b. On the faith of : in reliance on the security of. 

1734 tr. Rollin's Anc. Hist. (1827) 1. 344 [They] traded 
there on the faith of treaties. 1839 THIRLWALL Greece VII. 
lvii. 204 On the faith of his oath they had placed themselves 
in his power, 1866 Crump Banking i. 28 The bank-note is 
circulated entirely upon the faith of the issuing bank. 1890 
Sir R. Romer in Law Times’ Rep. LXIII. 685/2 The 
plaintiff applied for shares .. on the faith of the prospectus, 

III. The obligation imposed by a trust. 

9. The duty of fulfilling one’s trust ; allegiance 
owed to a superior, fealty; the obligation of a pro- 
mise or engagement. 

c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 2187 Bi Se feid ic 03 to king pharaon. 
¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 333 Pe best were pan in his 
feith. 1389 in Lxg. Gilds (1870) 39 The feyth pat bei owen 
to God. 14.. Customs of Malton in Surtees Misc. (1890) 
63 He schall never clame no thyng..bott alonly hys faythe 
for hys .. lande. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxv. 538 
Vpon the feyth that ye owe tome. 1568 Grarron Chron. 
Il. 78 Untill he were returned unto his fayth. 1598 W. 
Puiturs Linschoten in Arb. Garner III. 15 The Lords .. 
took their oaths of faith and allegiance unto Don Philip. 
1671 Mitton Samson 987 Who to save Her countrey from 
a fierce destroyer, chose Above the faith of wedlock-bands. 
1863 Mary Howirr tr. /. Bremer’s Greece I. vii. 245 To 
give their faith and obedience to the French monarch, 

b. In many phrases, in which the sense ap- 
proaches that of 8; /f0 engage, pledge, plight 
(one’s) faith; +o swear, perjure one’s faith; to 
keep (+ hold), break, violate (one’s) faith ; so breach 


of faith. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 3274 For glotonye he brake his 
fayth. ¢1374 Cuaucer Former Age 48 Everych of hem his 
feith to oother kepte. ¢ 1400 Maunbevy, (1839) xii. 138 Non 
of hem holdethe Feythe to another, 1483 Caxton Cato Bj, 
A man ought..to kepe feyth unto his frendes, 1588 Suaks. 
L.L.L. vy. ii. 283 Berowne hath plighted faith to me. 
¢ 1592 Martowr Yew of Malta u. ii, Faith is not to be held 
with heretics. 1665 Mantey Grotius’ Low C. Warres 339 
No Faith is to be held with suchas differ from them. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Past. viii, 25, I my Nisa’s perjur’d Faith 
deplore. 1700 — Palamon § Arcite 78 For you alone, I 
broke my Faith with injur'd Palamon. 1781 Gipson Decd. 
& F. II. 129 The two princes mutually engaged their faith 
never to [etc.]. 1874 Srupps Const. Hist. (1875) II. xv. 
296 He led the way and kept faith. 

O. The quality of fulfilling one’s trust; faith- 
fulness, fidelity, loyalty. + Zo bear faith: to be 
loyal Zo. 

¢ 1250 Gen. §& Ex, 2678 Dat him sal feid wurdful ben boren. 
«@ 1300 Cursor M. 6980 (Cott.) Pair faith lasted littel space, 
ee .lefte be lagh of hei drightin. ¢1391 CHAucER Astrol. 

*rol. 2 Alle that him feyth bereth & obeieth. 1393 Gowrr 
Conf. III. 70 Thus he... feigneth under guile feith. 1590 
Snaks, Mids. N. 1. ii. 127 Bearing the badge of faith to 
proue them true. 1593 — 2 //en. V/, v, i. 166 Oh where is 
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Faith? Oh, where is Loyalty? 1649 Evetyn em, (1857) 
III. 4o Persons of great faith to his Majesty’s cause. 1741 
Mippeton Cicero I. vi. 492 Illustrious for victory and faith. 
1810 IT. Jerrerson JV’7it. (1830) IV. 137 Confidence. .in our 
faith and probity. 1844 H. H. Witson B7it. /udia II. 166 
Indignant at his want of faith, : 

ll. Good faith, bad faith; =\.. bona, mala fides, 
in which the primary notion seems to have been the 
objective aspect of confidence well or ill bestowed. 
The Eng. uses closely follow those of L. 

a. Good faith ; fidelity, loyalty (= sense 10) ; 
esp. honesty of intention in entering into engage- 
ments, sincerity in professions, BONA FIDES, 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 6778 (Fairf.) To vse gode faip god vs bede. 
1480 Caxton Chron, Eng.ccxxv. 230 By good feyth and trust. 
1824 Mackintosu Sp. Ho, Com. 15 June Wks. 1846 III, 464 
They have been able to observe good faith with their 
creditors. 1871 Bracke Four Phases i. 37 Among what .. 
men ., are fellowship and good faith possible? 1885 Sir J. 
Hannen in Law Reports 15 Q. Bench Div. 139 It is ad- 
mitted that the magistrates .. acted in good faith. 

b. Bad faith: faithlessness, treachery; intent 
to deceive. Punic (rarely Carthaginian) faith (= 
L. fides Punica) : faithlessness. 

1631 Massincer Believe as you List u, ii, The Punicque 
faith is branded by Our enemies. 1653 H. CoGan tr. Pinto's 
Trav. x\vi. 179 The bad faith of the Chineses. 1711 
STEELE Sect. ne 174 P 2 Carthaginian Faith was a pro- 
verbial Phrase to intimate Breach of Leagues. 1768-74 
Tucker Lt, Nat. (1852) II. 318 French faith became the 
same among us, as Punic faith had been among the Romans. 

12. In asseverative phrases. a. /n (good) faith: 
in truth, really, ‘sooth to say’. 

c1350 W710. Palerne 858 And fayn sche wold ban in feip 
haue fold him in hire armes. c 1386 CHAUCER Chan. Yeo. 
Prol. & T.9t He is to wys in feith, as I bileeue. 1393 
Gower Conf. III. 25 In good feith to telle soth I trowe.. 
She wolde nought her eye swerve. c1400 Destr. Troy 735 

ou failes not in faith of a fowle end. 1513 More Ach. //1 
in Grafton Chron. 11. 769 In good fayth..I would not be he 
that [etc.]. 15399 Minsneu Dia. Sf. §& Eng. (1623) 28 In faith 
this mule hath taken degree in Zalamanca, 1755 SMOLLETT 
Quix, (1803) 107 In good faith, we have no poor kindred now. 

b. Ln faith, ? faith, faith, good faith: used in- 
terjectionally. 

1420 Sir Amadace (Camd.) xii, Nedelonges most I sitte 
him by. Hi-fath, ther wille him non mon butte I. 1513 
More Rich. [7/7 in Grafton Chron, 1.781 In faith man.. 
I was never so sory. c1830 ReprorpE Play Wit § Sc. 
(1848) 11 Do ye fle, ifayth? 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 
it. (1625) 48 Faith sir .. tis but as the wiser sort doe hold 
opinion. 1594 SHaxs. Rich. /[/, u. iv. 16 Good faith, good 
faith, the saying did not hold. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Tvag. 
v. iii, Y’faith, we’re well. 1709 Zatler No. 110? 4 Faith 
Isaac ..thou art a very unaccountable old Fellow. 1777 
Sneripan Sch, Scand. 11. i, Speak to me thus, and i’faith 
there’s nothing I could refuse you. 1795 Burns For a’ That 
iv, Gude faith, he mauna fa’ that. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge v,\'d rather be in old John’s chimney-corner, faith. 
1849 James Woodman v, Good faith, he has no choice. 1855 
Brownine Bf. Blougram’s Apol., Cool i'faith! We ought 
to have our Abbey back you see. 

ec. Inquasi-oaths. By or on my, thy, etc., faith, 
By the faith of (my body, love, etc.). My faith (= 
Fr. ma fot !). 

¢ 1350 Will. Palerne 275 Now telle me, felawe, be pi fei3b 
.. sel pou euer bemperour? ¢ 1420 S7v Amadace (Camd.) 
lxi, But, be my faythe, with-outun stryue. c 1477 CAXTON 
¥ason 36b, By your faith seme ye good that I ought to go 
after him. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxiii.75 On my 
feyth ye be well the man. 1588 Marvel. Epist, (Arb,) 5 
By my faith, by my faith .. this geare goeth hard with vs, 
1600 Suaks. A. ¥. LZ, in. ii. 450 By the faith of my loue, 


I will. 1601 — All's Well 11.1. 84 Now by my faith and 
honour. 1798 CoLeripGE Azc. Mar. vu. iv, Strange, by my 
faith ! the Hermit said. 1871 Browninc Px. Hohenst. 1421 


Weapons outflourished in the wind, my faith ! 

q 13. An alleged designation for a company of 
merchants. 

1486 Bk, St. Alban’s F vija, A faith of Marchandis. 

IV. 14. Comb. Chiefly objective, as fazth- 
breach, -breaker, -stretcher; fatth-definttion, -re- 
Jormation, -tradition, faith-breaking, -keeping sb. 
and adj.; fatth-confirming, -infringing, +-workful 
adj. ; fatth-wise adv.; faith-cure, a cure wrought 
by means of ‘the prayer of faith’ (/as. v. 15); 
whence faith-curer, -curist, one who believes in 
or practises faith-cure ; faith-fire, fig. the flame 
of faith; faith-healer = faith-curer; faith-heal- 
ing, healing by faith-cure; faith-mark, one of 
the leading tenets of religion ; faith-press, the In- 
quisition. 

1605 SuHaks. Jacd, vy. ii. 18 Now minutely Reuolts 
vpbraid his *Faith-breach, c1440 Promp, Parv. 153 
*Feythe breke(r), /idi/ragus. 1561 'T. Norton Calvin's 
Just. W. xx. (1634) 736 They are false Faith-breakers in their 
office. ax1649 Drumm. or Hawrnu. Hist. Fas. JT Wks. 
(1711) 30 They declare the king, and those that abode with 
him, faith-breakers. 1852 Miss YonGE Cameos II, xxi. 236 
He was..no faith-breaker. 1625 K. Lone tr. Bavclay’s 
Argenis 11, vii. 174 The very instant of her *faith-breaking. 
1654 Gayton Pleas, Notes il. viii. 123 The .. covetous 
Faith-breaking Senate. 1645 Quartes Sol. Recant. 56 
*Faith-confirming Charity. 1885 Century Mag. XXXI1. 
274 A *faith-cure is a cure wrought by God in answer to 
prayer. 1888 Pop. Sc. Monthly XXXII. 507 ‘The miracles 
claimed by the *faith-curers. 1888 VV. ¥. Herald 29 July 
16/6 Great preparations are being made by the *Faith. 
Curists .. for their annual conference. 1665 J. SERGEANT 
Sure-footing in Chr. 209 But he will finde no such fopperies 
in *Faith-definitions made by the Catholick Church. 1890 

















FAITHFUL. 


McCave & Breen Alcester Lect. 40 Neighbouring bishops 
were expected to keep the *faith-fire ablaze along their 
frontiers. 1885 Century Mag. XXX1. 276 We claim that 
all *faith-healers should report as do our hospitals. 1885 
G. AtLen in Longm. Mag. VII. 85 Persons who believe 
in *faith-healing. 1621 Bratnwait Natures Embassie 
(1877) 24 A *faith-infringing Polymnestor. 1605 VERSTEGAN 
Dec. Intell. viii. 253 This was..giuen..in recomendation of 
loyaltie or *faith-keeping. 1648 Fairrax, etc. Xemonstrance 
30 For point of Faith-keeping..witnesse his Accords with 
the Scottish Nation. a1849 J. C. Mancan Poems (1859) 
383 The faith-keeping Prince of the Scotts. 1822 Syp. 
Situ Ws. (1859) I1. 8/2 When once the ancient *faith- 
marks of the Church are lost sight of. 1624 T, Scorr 
Lawfuin, Netherlandish War 14 That most intolerable 
..thraldome of the Inquisition, or *Faith-presse. 1665 
J. Serceant Sxve-footing in Chr. 233 The .. most refin’d 
quintessence of all *Faith-Reformation. 1676 MarveLi 
Gen. Councils Wks. 1875 1V, 126 Those *faith-stretchers .. 
that put mens consciences upon the torture. 1665 J. Ser- 
GEANT Suve-footing in Chr, 43 A compleat and proper notion 
of *Faith-Tradition. 1869 W. P. Mackay Grace §& Truth 
(1875) 72 Salvation came intellect-wise, and not *faith-wise. 
1604 BrouGHTon Corrupt. Handl. Relig. (1605) 93 Troup- 
full Gad was grauen in this *faithworkfull stone, 


+ Faith, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] a. zntr. To 
place or rest one’s faithon. b. trans. To provide 
with a creed or standard of faith. e. To utter 
upon one’s word of honour. d. To give credit 


to, believe, trust. 

1430 Lypc, Chron. Troy 1. vi, By whose example women 
may well lere How they shuld faith or trusten on any man. 
1847 Hooper Declar. Christ v, These decrees that papistry 
of late days faithed the church withal. 1553 GrIMALDE 
Cicero's Offices 1. (1558) 10 It is called faithfulnes because it 
is fulfilled which was faithed [gua fiat guod dictum est]. 
1870-6 LaMBARDE Peramd. Kent (1826) 221 He shall [not] 
have cause .. to faith the other [opinion] unadvisedly. 1605 
Snaxs, Leary 1. i, 72 Would the reposal of my trust .. in 
thee Make thy words faith’d? 


+ Faithed, 7//. a. Obs. 
+ -ED.] 
1. Having faith: with defining words as feed/e- 


Sauithed, strong-faithed, etc. 

¢1374 Cuaucer 7voylis 1, 1007 ‘They are the folk that .. 
strengist feithid be. 1532 Morr Confut. Tindale Wks. 507/2 
Therewer no weake conscience of feble-faithed folk offended. 
1548 JovE Lap. Dan. v. 90 He is weake faithed which 
loueth and enbraceth the trwe doctrine .. albeit he dare not 
defende it openly. 

2. Of a promise : Given on one’s faith or word 


of honour, 
1553 GRIMALDE Cicero's Offices ut. (1558) 159 Hast thou 
thy faithed promise broke. 


Faithful (fé-pfiil), a. [f. Fairs sd. + -rvt.] 
+1. Of persons, their actions, etc.: Full of or 
characterized by FaiTH (sense 3); believing. Ods. 


exc. absol.: see 7. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5348 (Cott.) Faithful abraham. xs42 
Becon Pathw. Prayer Wks. 141 Inflame.. mens hearts 
with the love of faithful prayer. @1555 LATIMER Sevyz. 
& Renz. (1845) 155 The poor faithful man is more sure of his 
living, than if he had the same in his chest. 16r0 B. Jonson 
Alch. u. i, You are not faithfull, sir. This night, I'll 
change All, that is mettall, in thy house, to gold. x61r 
Biste Gad, iii. 9 Faithful Abraham, 1759 DitwortH Poe 
66 He saw no .. difficulty for a faithful mind to believe the 
trinity. ‘ 

2. Firm in fidelity or allegiance to a person to 
whom one is bound by any tie; constant, loyal, 


true. Const. Zo. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 19799 (Cott.) Pair he fand a faithful frend. 
c 1330 R. BruNNE Chron. (1810) 307 So faithfulle pei bisemed 
Bope erles and barons. 1393 Lanct. P. P2. C. 1. 15 To be 
faith-ful to hym he .3aue 30w fyue wittes, c1440 York 
Myst, xxxii. 221 Full faithfull schall 3e fynde me. 1576 
Fieminc Panofl. Epist. 162 The chiefest and faythfullest 
of your favourers. 1639 Dx. Hamitton in H. Papers 
(Camden) 104 My cariage .. such as became your faithfullst 
servant. 1722 SEWEL //7st. Quakers (1795) I. Let. to King 4 
No small part of his faithful subjects, 1727 De For Sys¢. 
Magic 1. iii. (1840) 80 [They] vowed themselves to be his 
faithful allies. 1732 Pore “ss. Man 1. 112 His faithful dog 
shall bear him company. 1832 Hr. Martineau Demerara 
iii. 35 Be faithful to your master. 1856 Grinpon Z7/e ii. 
(1875) 13 We must .. be faithful to His revealed law, 


b. transf. of things. 

1651 tr. Bacon’s Life §& Death 51 The Remedies faithfull 
to the Intentions. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. u. 762 His 
faithful Bed is crown’d with chaste Delight. 1784 Cowper 
Task ui, 8 A greensward smooth And faithful to the foot. 
1828 Scott /. AZ. Perth xxxii, Whose hand was faithful to 
his sword. 

3. True to one’s word or professed belief; abid- 


ing by a covenant or promise, steadfast. Const. Zo, 

c1400. Maunbey, (1839) xii. 139 Ffor the sarazines ben 
gode and feypfulle, ffor thei kepen entierly the commaunde- 
ment of the holy book Alkoran. 1594 'T. B. La Primaud. 
Fr. Acad. ut. 187 God is so often. .called faithfull. . because 
Hee neuer falsifieth His faith. 1611 Bist Devt. vii. 9 The 
faithfull God, which keepeth Couenant and Mercy with 
them that loue him. 1690 Drypen Don Sebast. v. 114 Na- 
turally good, And faithfull to his word. 1841 Lane Avaé, 
Nts. 1, 100 Are ye remaining faithful to your covenant ? 

+b. Of a covenant, promise, etc. : Containing a 

pledge of fidelity, binding. Oés. 

c¢ 1425 Wyntoun Cvon. vill. xii. 59 Bwndyn .. wyth fayth- 
ful Band To succoure pe Fredwme of Scotland. a1 
Lp. Berners xox xlviil. 162, I haue made a faythfull vow, 
1601 SHaxs. 7wel, N. v. i.117 ‘The faithfull’st offrings .. 
That ere deuotion tender'd. 

4. Of persons and their conduct : Conscientious, 


thorough in the fulfilment of duty. 


[f. Fairn sd. and 2, 


FAITHFULLIST. 


1350 W70l. Palerne 337 Be fei3tful & fre & euer of faire 
speche. 1377 Lanai. P. Pd. B. vi. 253 Pe freke pat fedeth 
hym-self With his feythful laboure. 1529 More Dyaloge 
ut. Wks. 238/2 So faythfull a prince. 1851 CartyLe Sterling 
mt, il, (1872) 180 Faithful assiduous studies. 1892 Laz 
Times XCILI. 144/2 The faithful and conscientious discharge 
of his duties. 

b. Often used (? after Prov. xxvi. 6) with refer- 
ence to the duty of telling unwelcome truths or 


giving unwelcome counsel, Chiefly co//og. 

1655 STANLEY //ist. Philos. 1. 1. v. 17 Think not those 
faithful who praise all thy .. actions, but those who re- 
prove thy faults, 

5. Of persons and their actions: That may be 
believed or relied upon; trustworthy, veracions. 
+ Also, of things; Reliable. 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 65, 1 haue founde 30u folk faipful 
of speche, 1393 Lanci. P. PZ. C. xix. 141 Suche a surgeyn 
setthen yseye was per neuere, Ne non so faithfol fysician. 
1611 Brece Ps. cxix. 138 Thy testimonies. .are..very faith- 
full. 1678 Pripeaux Ze/¢. (Camden) 65 The faithfullest 
relators..are the Grecians. 1742 Firtpinc }. Andrews 
mu. xvii, Unless I had much faithfuller interest, [he] advised 
me to give over my pretensions. 1814 Scott Wav. iii, 
Memoirs scarcely more faithful than romances. 1891 
M. EK. Witkxins Humble Romance 280 Her husband 
..did the cooking, and he was as faithful at it as a 
woman ! 

6. True to the fact or original, accurate. 

1529 More Dyaloge ut. Wks. 241/t Any good verteous 
man hath hadde the mynde in faithful wise to translate it. 
1660 H. More AMVyst. God. v. xvii. 211 This is the faith- 
fullest Account that I can give. 1709 Pore Ess. Crit. 484 
When the faithful pencil has design’d Some bright Idea 
of the master’s mind. 1749 Fiecpinc Tow Fones 1. vi, Mrs. 
Deborah .. made a faithful report. 178x Cowper Truth 
161 In faithful memory she records the crimes. 1809-10 
CoLeRIDGE /y7end (1865) 59 A faithful catalogue of its many 
miseries! 1841 Myers Cath. 7h. ut. § 42. 159 The Latin, 
though .. more faithful than the Septuagint, is far from 
being perfect. 1857 H. Mitter Jest. Rocks iii, 153 We pro- 
nounce the map..a faithful copy. 

7. absol. Chiefly Z/. a. In sense 1 (but with 
some notion of 2, 3): ‘ True believers’; the be- 
lieving members of the church; the orthodox of 
any religious community. Often as transl. Arab. 
al-muminun (genit. -7), the designation given 
by Mohammedans to those of their own faith. 

father of the faithful (after Rom. iv. 11): Abraham. 
Commander or Father of the Faithful; titles applied by 
Mohammedans to the Caliph. 

1558 Br. Watson Sev. Sacra. xv. 95 Hee was one of 
the number of the faithfull and familiars with Christ. 
1563 MAN tr. Musculus’ Comemonpl. 275 The Sacraments .. 
be giuen unto the faithful only. 1597 Hooxer Zccé. Pol. 
v. xliy. (1611) 275 The faithfull which departed this life 
before the comming of Christ. 1609 Biste (Douay) H7s¢. 
Table U1. 1073 Seths children and other faythful were called 
the sonnes of God. 1635 Pacitr Christianogr. 1. ill. (1636) 
102 We beleeve the faithfull to eate Christs body. ax1grr 
Ken Hymnotheo Wks. 1721 III. 77 The Faithful, who re- 
trieve baptismal Flame. 1753 CHAMBERS Cycl. Supp., Faith- 
Jul, a designation the mahometans assume to themselves. 
1782 Priesttey Corrupt. Chr. 11. vi. 14 The faithful re- 
ceived the eucharist every Lord’s day. 1840 Comic Al- 
manac (Hotten) I. 248 The Sultan of Turkey .. the Father 
of the Faithful. 1841 Lane Avaéd, Nts, I, 7x Another custom 
required of the faithful on this festival is the giving of alms. 
1846 Ladin. Rev. LUXXXIV. 68 The Commander of the 
Faithful repaired .. to the tomb of the Prophet. 1848 Ma- 
cautay //ist, Eng. 1.159 A communion service at which 
the faithful might sit. /4/d. 555 Sufficient evidence that he 
was not one of the faithful [the covenanters]. 


+b. ¢ransf. as a slang term for drunkards. 

1609 W. M. Jan im Moon B 3/2 One of the faithfull, as 
they prophanely terme him .. he will drinke many degrees 
beyond a Dutchman. 

+B. adv. = FAITHFULLY. Obs. 


use, 

1586 Aurelio & Tsab. (1608) A vj, I love her .. faythfuller 
then you. 1645 Mitton Zetrarch. Wks. 1738 I. 233 To see 
Covenants of greatest moment faithfullest perform’d. 1651 
Sir E, Nicuoras in V. Papers (Camden) 216, I doe faithfull 
promise and ingage myselfe that [etc. ]. 


C. as sb. A faithful person. a, A true believer, 


one of ‘ the faithful’. 1b. A trusty adherent. 

a. 1571 Hanmer Chron. Trel. (1633) 54 What faithfull 
soever being penitent, shall bee buried there. 1588 A. Kinc 
tr. Canisius’ Catech. 15 No work of godlines suld be zestemit 
of ane trew faithful hard. 1849 Carp. Wiseman Miracles 
JV. T. Essays 1853 I, 188 Nor is there reason to suppose, 
that every simple faithful was a Thaumaturgus. 

b. 1648 British Bellman 2 Whilest the King and his 
Faithfuls retained their Places of Dominion. /ézd. 4 Your 
out-cries against those his [the king’s] old faithfulls. 1890 
H.M. Sranitry Darkest Africa Vi, p. xiii, Vhe Faithfuls 
at Zanzibar, 


+ FPaithfullist. sonce-wd. [f. prec. adj. + 
-ist.] A believer. 

1653 Urounart Radelazs 1. Prol., You have..seen..and 
like upright Faithfullists, have firmly beleeved all to be true 
that is contained in them, 

Faithfully (fei-pfuli), ado. 

+-LY2.] In a faithful manner. 
+1. With full faith, trust, or confidence; confid- 


ingly, confidently. Ods. 

rg4or Pol, Poems (1859) II. 107, I afferme faithfully that 
that is Cristis body. c1q4s0 Loneticu Graz? xxxvii. 395 
Feythfully now trosteth to me, 1552 Bury Wills (1850) 
141 Most faythfully beleving .. yt my sowle.. shall rest 
wth Abrah¢m. 1607 SHaks. 7%zon m1. il. 46, If his occa- 
sion were not vertuous, I should not vrge it halfe so 
faithfully. 


Vou, IV. 


in educated 


[f Fairarun a. 
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+b. Assuredly, in truth. Ods. 

c1400 Desty. Troy 1890 And pou faithfully a fole, & a 
freike mad, May be countid in this case. 

2. a. With fidelity or firm allegiance ; loyally, 
truly, Yours fazthfully: one of the customary 
modes of subscribing a letter. b. With strict ad- 
herence to duty, conscientiously. @. Sincerely, 
truthfully. 

1362 Lanet. P. P/. A.vu. 64, Ischal fynden hem heore fode 
pat feipfulliche lyuen. ¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb,) xxv. 120 He 
beleueth not feithfully in God. 14.. Pod. Red. & L.Poems(1866) 
49 Kuery wygth pat louyth feythefully. 1350 CrowLry Last 
rump. 154 Daniel. .serued his prince fayethfully. 1588 J. 
Upvat Demonstr. Discip. (Arb.) 16 The Discipline which 
they receiued of Christe, they deliuered faythfully to the 
people. 1603 Knoties //ist. Turks (1621) 1082 Beleeve us.. 
who love you not fainedly, but faithfully, and in deed. 1632 
High Commission Cases (Camden) 317 He. .did. .faithfullie 
exercise his ministery. 1705 SranHore Paraphr. I1, 254 
‘They who do their own Endeavours faithfully shall be.. 
strengthened to do more. 19772 Faunius Lett. \xviili. 335 
Those laws..he has sworn to administer faithfully, 178 
Gipson Decl. § F. III. 119 The fatal secret. .was faithfully 
preserved. 1787 W. Pitr in G. Rose Diaries (1860) I. 68 
Most sincerely and faithfully yours, W. Pitt. 1793 Smeaton 
Edystone L. § 222 Faithfully remembering not to terminate 
the beating, till [etc.]. 1873 Ouiwa Pascared I. 61 We all 
went to him faithfully. 


3. In strict accordance with the facts or original ; 
accurately, correctly, exactly, truthfully. 


?a1400 Morte Arth. 1913, I wille. .faythfully tellene. c1400 
Destr. Troy 654, 1 will you faithfully-enforme how ye fare 


shall. 1556 Lauper Tractate 524, I haue said ye veritie.. 
faithfullie. 1690 Def Rights Univ. Oxford Pref., Thus 


.. do [we] faithfully keep an exact register of their con- 
tentions. 41712 Spect. No. 527 P2 What I have faith- 
fully related. 1792 Gent/. Mag. 13/1 The church is faith- 
fully represented in the annexed drawing. 1877 Mrs. 
Ottrnant Makers Flor. iii. 79 So came I. .to judge faithfully 
with my proper eyes, 

4, +a. Ina convincing or assuring manner (00s ). 
b. With binding assurances (still common co//oq.). 
Cf. FaAITHFuL 3 b and Fairu 7, 8. 

c 1384 Cuaucer H. Fame 455 So feythfully to me spake 
he. 1525 App. WarHAM in Ellis Orig. Lett. 11. 1. 370 To 
whome I have feighfully promised not to vtter the same. 
1548 Hatt Chron. 241b, Promisyng faithfully shortly to 
sende for her. 1600 Suaks. A. Y, L. 11. vii. 192 If that you 
were the good Sir Rowlands son, As you haue whisper’d 
faithfully you were. Jod. He promised faithfully to send 
the book the next day. 

Faithfulness (fé'pfilnés). [f. as prec. + 
-nESS.] The quality of being faithful. a. Fidelity, 
loyalty (to a superior or friend) ; trustworthiness, 
conscientiousness. b. Strict adherence to one’s 
pledged word; honesty, sincerity. ¢@, Exact cor- 
respondence to an original or to fact. 

1388 Wycuir Zsther vi. 3 What..meede gat Mardochee 
for this feithfulnesse? 1486 Bk. St. Alban’s, Her. Ava, 
Cherefull to faythfulnes, a@1533 Lp. Berners 1/707 |xxxii. 
253 Grete petye it shalbe yf ye sholde dye for your trouth 
and faythfulnes. 1581 SipNey Aol. Poetrie (Arb.) 19 The 
beast of most. .faithfulnes. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. 
tt, vi. §12 ‘The truth and faithfulness of God. 1688 SoutH 
Serm. (1704) 1, xii. 517 The Band, that..supports all Com- 
pacts, is Truth and Faithfulness. 1700 Burxirr Ox NV. 7. 
Matt, x. 4o-2 Our.. Saviour encourages his Apostles to 
Faithfulness in their Office. 1783 Hates Antig, Chr. Ch. 
ii. 31 The faithfulness and loyalty of the Jews to the Roman 
government. 1869 FREEMAN Worm. Cong. (1876) III, xii. 
tg9t The valour and faithfulness of the house of Geroy. 
1885 Manch. Exant.15 May 5/2 Persons .. dependent upon 
each other’s stability and faithfulness. JZod. I was exceed- 
ingly pleased with the faithfulness of the likeness. 

Faithless (fzi:plés), a. [f. Farr sd. + -Luss.] 
Without faith. 

1. Without belief, confidence, or trust ; unbeliev- 
ing. Const. + of, 77. 

@1300 Cursor M. 6517 (Cott.) To pis fait-les lede Manna 
fel. 2z6rx Bipte Yoh xx. 27 And bee not faithlesse, but 
beleeuing. 1681 Lutrrett Brief Rel, (1857) I. 123 The 
more sober sort ..are not altogether faithlesse as to his 
innocency, 1826 E. Irvine Babylon II. vt. 74 Men are not 
now more faithless of Armageddon, than [etc. |, 1842 LoweLL 
Sonnets xvi, An old man faithless in Humanity. 1850 
Tennyson /n Mem. cvi, The faithless coldness of the 
times. 

b. Without religious faith; unbelieving. Ofa 
heathen or a Jew: Without Christian faith. Also 


absol. The farthless: unbelievers. Now rare. 

1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1320/1 That dede doone 
by y’ faythlesse is not meritorius at al. 1548 UDALL, etc. 
Erasm, Par. Rom. Prol. sig..tt i, Else shalt thou remaine 
euermore faithlesse. 1590 SPENSER /, Q. 111. iii. 34 He..shall 
.. holy Church with faithlesse handes deface. 1628 WITHER 
Brit. Rememb, vt. 252 As faithlesse as the Jewes, are we. 

absol. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. ut. (1586) 138 b, 
A great number of others imagined by the faithlesse. 


2. Destitute of good faith, unfaithful, insin- 
cere; false to vows, etc., perfidious, disloyal. 


Const. Zo. 

1362 Lana. P. P?. A. x. 135 Fals folk and Feibles, beoues 
and ly3ers. 1399 Pol. Poems (1859) I. 377 ‘The ffortune 
that ffallyn is to ffeitheles peple. 1613 SHaxks. //en. V'//, 
u. i. 123 A most vnnatural and faithlesse Seruice, 1678 
Wantey Wond. Lit. World v. ii. § 81. 478/2 A man..ofa.. 
faithless disposition. 1725 Pore Odyss. xiv. 322 Domestic 
in his faithless roof I staid. 1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 
1842 II. 2x4 The dangerous, faithless, and ill-concerted 
projects of the. .council of Bombay. 1807 CraBBe Par. Keg. 
u. 142 The faithless flatterer, 1839 KeicutLey Hist, Eng. 
If. 65 She had never been faithless to the royal bed, 














FAKE, 


3. That cannot be trusted or relied on; unstable, 
treacherous, shifting, delusive. 

1603 Suaks, Meas. for M.u1.i. 137 Oh faithlesse Coward, 
oh dishonest wretch. 1738 Jonnson London 239 The mid- 
night murd’rer bursts the faithless bar. 1766 GoLpsm, 
Hleymit 10 Yonder faithless phantom flies ‘To lure thee 
to thy doom. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp, xlix. (1856) 466 
Striving to tear us from this faithless anchorage. 

Hence Fai-thlessly adv., in a faithless manner. 

1643 PryxNne 77eachery & Disloyalty App. 218 Had we.. 
not faithlessely betrayed, but sincerely discharged the 
severall trusts reposed in us, 

Faithlessness (f2plésnés). [f. prec. +-NESS.] 
The quality or fact of being faithless. a. Want of 
fidelity, disloyalty, perfidy. b. Want of good 
faith, insincerity. @. Want of religious belief; 
infidelity. 

1605 Br, Hart Medit. §& Vows 1. §10 So great distrust is 
there in man. . from his impotence or faithlesnes. 1726 Porr 
Let. to Bethel 9 Aug. Lett. (1737) 320, 1..wishhe had lived 
long enough to see so much of the faithlessness of the world, 
as to have been [etc.]. 1758 T. Epwarps Canons Crit. 
(1765) 344 Sharp are the pangs that follow faithlessness. 1790 
Brair Serm, ILL. xiii. 275 When the heart is sorely wounded 
by the ingratitude or faithlessness of those on whom it had 
leaned. @1849 J. H. Evans in Spurgeon 7yeas. Dav. Ps, 
Ixxi. 17 The faithlessness of Abiathar, and the faithlessness 
of even his faithful Joab. 1849 Grote Gveece u. xlvii. VI. 
96 Perdikkas whose character for faithlessness we shall 
have..to notice, 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 1x. xii. 347 
Faithlessness .. characteristic of this present century. 


+ Fai'thly, adv. Obs. [f. Farru sb. +-1y2.] 

1. With fidelity, faithfully, loyally, steadfastly, 
truthfully. 

¢ 1325 Metr. Hom. 162 Feitheli scho hir candel held aye. 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 316 Of pe treus to speke. 
And feybly perto bondon. 1393 Lane. P. P/. C. xxu. 70 
Faithly for to speke hus furst name was ihesus. cx1440 S77 
Degrev. 541 Y shalle faythly fyeght Both in wrong and in 
ryght. 

2. Asan asseveration ; In deed or truth, certainly, 
surely, verily. 

¢ 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knit. 1636 Pis gomen is your awen.. 
faythely 3e knowe. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 4032 We are 
faithely to fewe to feghte with them. a@1400-50 A /ex- 
ander 2279 Now faithly .. fall pe so thrise, pou sall be 
crouned, 

Fai:thward, adv. rare. [See-waRD.] Towards 
(the Christian) faith. 

1886 J. M. Luptow in Homlet, Rev. Aug. 165 Almost 
resistless tendencies faithward. .were born of his early Chris- 
tian culture. 


Faithworthy, «. [f. Farm + Worrtny a.] 
Worthy of belief or trust, trustworthy. Hence 
Fai'thworthiness, the quality of being faith- 
worthy (Worcester, 1846, citing Quart. Rev.). 

@1535 Fisher Wks, 433 Luther. .neither is faith worthy.. 
nor he doth no miracles. 1671 J. WesstER MWetadlogr. iii. 
56 Certain and faith-worthy Authors in the nearer Germany. 
1772 Nucent Hist. Friar Gerund I, 217 It is affirmed by a 
..faith-worthy author. 1861 Dazly Tel, 26 Oct., The lady 
is faithworthy in her evidence as to identity. 1865 Reader 
28 Jan. 98/2 So far as profound knowledge..can ensure 
faithworthy evidence. 

Faitneant, -ise, obs. ff. of FAINEANT, -ISE. 

Faitour (fzitor). Ods. exc. arch. Forms: 4-7 
faytor, -tour(e, -towre, 6 fayter, feytour, 4— 
faitour. [a. AF, faztour, OF. faztor doer, maker 
:—L. factor-em: see Factor. The special sense 
of ‘impostor’ seems to be peculiarly AF. and 
Eng. ; cf. OF. facture sorcery, spell.] 

1. An impostor, cheat ; es. a vagrant who shams 
illness or pretends to tell fortunes. 

App. already obsolescent in 1568, as Grafton Chvon. II. 
598 glosses it ‘as much to say as loyterer, vagabond, or 
begger’. Sir W. Scott often uses it arch. 

41340 Hampote Psalter xxx. 16 Pai ere all faitors & 
ypocrites & iogulors pat desayues men. [1383 Act 7 Rich. 
/T, c. 5 Governours des villes & lieux ou tielx faitours & 
vagerantz vendront.] ¢1430 Life of St. Kath. (1884) 23 Put 
me in duresse as pou3 I were a faytour. 1496 Dives & 
Paup. (W. de W.) 1. xxx. 69 These faytours that ben called 
sothe sayers. 1529 More Comy. agst. Trib, u. Wks. 1209/2 
Nor to beleue euery faytor. .that will saye hymselfe that he 
is verye sycke. 1579 Spenser Sheph. Cal. May 39 Those 
faytours [gZoss, vagabonds] little regarden their charge. 
1624 Br. Mountacu Gagg 104 As faitors use, you play fast 
and loose. 1813 Scorr 7rzerm. 1. xi, Tyrant proud, or 
faitour strong. 1828 — F. Jf. Perth viii, Yonder stands 
the faitour, rejoicing at the mischief he has done. 

b. xonce-use. The disease of being a ‘faitour’. 
ce1s00 Blowbol’s Test. 25 in Hazl. LE. P. P. 1.93 He was 
infecte.. With the faitour, or the fever lordeyn. 

+2. Comb. Faztour's grass: Spurge, the acrid 
juice of which was used in malingering. 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 146 Faytowrys gresse, or tytymal. 
1534 FirzHerBert Husbandry (E.D.S.) lix, A Grasse that 
is called feitergrasse [ed. 1598 fettergrass]. 

Faix, var. of Frcs 777. 

Fake (fzik), 5b.) Naut. 
obscure origin; cf. Fake v.1 

The MHG. wach had the sense ‘ fold’ in addition to those 
of ‘appointed place, portion of space or time, compartment’ ; 
if a similar sense belonged to the etymological equivalents 
OE. fec (recorded in sense ‘space of time ’), M Du. vak (enclo- 
sure, partition), the word might come from either source, If 
it be identical with the Sc. Fark sé, fold, a native origin 
seems probable. ] 


(See quot. 1867.) 


Also 7,9 fack. [Of 


FAKE. 


1627 Cart. SmitH Seaman's Gram. vii. 30 Lay it [Cable] 
up ina round Ring, or fake, one aboue another. 1688 R, 
Hoime Armoury m1, 163/2 How many Facks is in the Rope? 
1730 Cart. W. WricteswortH M/S. Log-bk. of the ‘ Lyell’ 
14 Oct., Hauled up the Small Bower and Sheet Cables and 
Coiled them down again in shorter fakes, 1810 J. H. Moore 
Pract. Navig, (ed. 18) 274 Fack or Fake, 1867 Smytu 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fake, one of the circles or windings of 
a cable or hawser, as it lies disposed in a coil. 

Fake (féik), sd.2 slang. [Belongs to Fake v.?] 

1. An act of ‘faking’; a contrivance, ‘ dodge’, 
trick, invention; a ‘ faked’ or ‘ cooked’ report. 

1827  Macinn in Blackw, Mag. (Farmer), The fogle- 
hunter's doing. Their morning fake in the prigging lay. 
1851 Mayuew Lond. Labour (1861) I. 223 After that we had 
a fine ‘ fake ’—that was the fire of the Tower of London—it 
sold rattling. 1885 Pzch 31 Jan.60 If I worked the theatrical 
fake—which I don't. 1887 Financ, News 24 Mar. 1/4 D.. 
is generally regarded as the father of the testimonial fake. 
1891 Pall Mad/ G, 28 July 6/2 The abominable fakes. . tele- 
graphed to the papers by the agencies, 

attrib, 1892 Boston (Mass.) F¥rxl. 9 June 10/2 heading, 
Another Fake Interview Denounced. 

2. A composition used for ‘ faking’ (see quots.). 

1866 /slington Guardian 3 Apr. 3/3[Condensed milk sold 
to dealers to be watered down and retailed as new milk] is 
known in the trade under the name of ‘Fake’. 1880 GEE 
Goldsmith's Handbk. x. (ed. 2) 140 Soft-soldering Fluid 
bears various names in the different workshops, such as 
‘monkey ’, ‘fake’, 

Fake (féik), v1 Naut, [app. f. Faxn sé.1, 
which, however, appears much later. Cf, Sc, 
Fatk v.! to fold.] vans. To lay (a rope) in fakes 
or coils ; to coil. 

?a1400 Morte Arth, 742 ¥frekes one pe forestayne, fakene 
peire coblez, c1860 H. Sruarr Seaman's Catech. 62 The 
chain cables and messengers are faked in the chain lockers. 
1875 Beprorp Sazlor’s Pocket-bk. viii. (ed. 2) 281 But for 
subsequent shots the line may be faked on the beach, 

Fake (fk), v.2 slang. [Of obscure origin. 
There appears to be some ground for regarding it 
as a variant of the older Frak, FEAcus, which are 
prob, ad. Ger. fegen (or the equivalent Du. or 
LG.) to furbish up, clean, sweep. 

In Rowland’s Alartin Mark-all 1610, a feager of loges is 
explained as meaning ‘one who begs with false documents’ 
(cf. to fake a screeve); and the modern fake away appears 
to correspond to the earlier /eague zt away. The colloquial 
and jocular uses of the Ger. /egen closely resemble the 
senses mentioned in quot, 1812: amongst those given by 
Grimm are ‘to clear out, plunder’ (a chest, purse: cf. /o 
fake a cly), ‘to torment, ill treat ’.] 

1. trans. In thieves’ or vagrants’ language: To 
perform any operation upon; to ‘do’, ‘do for’; 
to plunder, wound, kill ; to do up, put into shape ; 
to tamper with, for the purpose of deception. In 
the last-mentioned application it has latterly come 
into wider colloquial use, esf. with reference to the 
‘ cooking’ or dressing-up of news, reports, etc., for 
the press. Also, Zo fake up. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict. s.v., To fake any person or 
place, to rob them; to fake a person may also imply to 
shoot, wound, or cut; to fake a man out and out, is to kill 
him ; a man who inflicts wounds upon, or otherwise dis- 
figures, himself, for any sinister purpose, is said to have 
Jaked himself; if a man’s shoe happens to pinch or gall his 
foot, he will complain that his shoe /akes his foot sadly. .to 
fake your slangs, is to cut your irons in order to escape from 
custody ; to fake your #77, is to create a sore leg, or to cut 
it, as if accidentally..in hopes..to get into the doctor's 
list, &c.; to fake a screeve is to write any letter or other 
paper; to fake a screw, is to shape out a skeleton or false 
key, for the purpose of scyewing a particular place; to fake 
a cly is to pick a pocket, 1851 Mayuew Lond. Labour 
352 The ring is made out of brass gilt buttons .. it’s 
faked up to rights. 1874 Pruch 7 Mar. 98/1 Pr'aps he’da 
come to you with him [a horse] faked up for sale. 1885 
Sporting Times 23 May 1/3 The chorister fair. .Faked her- 
self up, 1885 H. P. Grattan in The Stage 10 July, A pair 
of shoes to fake the patchey (Axgdice play the harlequin), 
1885 Spectator 24 Jan. 119/2 Nine pictures out of ten in 
modern galleries are simply studies—‘faked up’. 1887 
Times 30 July 5/5 He now knew that. .these diamonds were 
‘faked’, 1888 Phonetic Frnl.7 Jan. 4/2 ‘Faking’ in newz- 
paper fraze meanz..the supplying. .ov unimportant detailz 
which may serv an exsellent purpos in the embellishment ov 
a despatch. 1888 ‘Botprewoop’ Robbery under Arms 
I. xvii, The horse-brand .. had been ‘faked’ or cleverly 
altered. 

2. absol. or intr. 
misapprehension) ; 
quots. ). 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Fake away, there's no 
down..go on with your operations, there is no sign of any 
alarm or detection, 1834 H. Ainswortu Rookwood un. v, 
‘ Nix my dolly pals fake away.’ 1860 Reape Cloister & H. 
III, iv. 82 They molest not beggars, unless they fake to boot, 
and then they drown us out of hand. 

Hence FPaked /f/.a.; Fa‘king vd/. sb.; Fa‘ker, 
one who ‘fakes’ (cf. CLY-rAKER); Fa‘kery, the 
practice of ‘ faking’, 

@ 1845 Barnam Jugol. Leg., Lay St. Aloys., Nought is 
waking Save mischief and ‘faking’. 185r Borrow Lavengro 
II. iii. 29 We never calls them thieves here, but prigs and 
fakers. 1872 Morning Post 7 Nov. 3/1 Since the ‘faking’ 
of the scales in Catch-’em-Alive’s year. 1885 Daily Tel. 
t Aug. 2 ‘I've turned faker of dolls and doll’s furniture.’ 
1886 Bicycling News 11 June 536/2 What has been termed 
a ‘faked’ machine. 1887 Sat. Rev. 9 Jan. 70 The gold 
and vellum binding with the orange-tinted edges form a 
pretty piece of ‘fakery’, 1892 A. C. Doyte Advent. 
S. Holmes xiii, in Strand Mag. IV. No. 24. 657/2, I found 
him [the horse] in the hands of a faker, 


To steal (?only a literary 
also in fake away (see 
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Fakement (f@''-kmént). s/ang. Also fakeman- 
charley. [f. as prec.+-MENT; the origin of the 
longer form is unknown.] A piece of manipu- 
lation, contrivance, ‘dodge’; vaguely, a thing, 
‘concern’; a trimming, decoration (on an article 


of clothing). 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict. s.v. Fakeman-charley, 
Speaking of any stolen property which has a private mark, 
one will say, there is a Jaseman-chariey on it; a forgery 
which is well executed is said to be a prime fakement ; 
in a word, anything is liable to be termed a /akement, or 
a fakeman-charley, provided the person you address knows 
to what you allude. 1823 Ecan in Gvose’s Dict. Vulg. 
Tongue (ed. 3) s.v. Tell the macers to mind their fakements, 
desire the swindlers to be careful not to forge another per- 
son’s signature. 1838 GLascock Land Sharks Il. 4,1 see 
you're fly to every fakement, 1851 MayHew Lond, Labour 
I, 52 Pair of long sleeve Moleskin .. with a double fake- 
ment down theside. /é7d. I. 246 Ah! once I could screeve 
a fakement (write a petition). 1877 /ive Vears Penal 
Servitude iv. 254 You worked that little fakement in a 
blooming quiet way. 

+ Faken, s. Ods. Forms: 1 facen, ficn, 2 
facne, 3 Orm. fakenn. [OE. fdcen = OS. fékn, 
Fican, OHG. feichan fraud, ON. fezkn portent :— 
OTeut. *fatkno-m.] Fraud, guile; wickedness, 
crime. 

c924 Laws of Aithelstan i. § 17 He ladize pa hand mid 
pe man tyhd peet he pzet facen mid worhte. c1000 Ags. 
Gosp. Matt. xxii. 18 Da se Helend hyra facn [c 1160 //at/on, 
facne] zehyrde, ba cwxd he, c1200 OrMIN 12797 An sob 
Issraelisshe mann Patt niss na fakenn inne. 

+ Fa‘ken, a. Olds. Forms: 1 fécne, fécene, 3 
facen, faken, (4 foken), 5 Sc. faikyn. [OE. /acne 
(oftener with umlaut fécne)=OS. fékni wicked, 
ON. fezkn awful, monstrous :—OTeut. */azknjo., f. 
*faikno-m: see prec.] Deceitful, fraudulent. 

c 1000 Ags, Ps. cv[i]. 10 Swa hi alysde lifes ealdor of heora 
feonda fecnum handum, a1200 De Animo & Corpore (ed. 
Phillips 1838) 8 [p]i tunge is ascorted peo be facen was. 
c 1200 OrMIN 12655 Pe frosst off fakenn trowwpbe. c1330R. 
Brunne Chron, (1810) 194 Saladyn was fulle foken [printed 
foen, 7ime-word token}, on him may non affie. cx1450 
Henryson /adbles, Paddok §& Mous 58 Fair thingis oftymis 
ar fundin faikyn. 

Hence + Fa‘kenliche adv. Obs., craftily. 

c1000 AiLFric Gev. xxvii. 35 Pin brodor com facenlice and 
nam pine bletsunza. @1200 De Animo & Corpore (ed. Phil- 
lips 1838) 8 Heo 3eoddde fakenliche & pen feonde icwemde. 


|| Faki. [Arab. 4.85 fagzh one learned in the 


law.] A title given in Africa to schoolmasters. 

1872 BAKER Nile Tribut. viii. 112 He chanced to combine 
in his own person the titles of both sheik and faky. 1884 
A. Forses Chinese Gordon vi. 151 [She Mahdi’] became 
the disciple of a faki (head dervish) who lived near Khar- 
toum, 1892 Blackw. Mag. Sept. 629 Tipping the faki or 
schoolmaster, 

Fakir (fakiou, fz'kier), Forms: 4 fakier, 
(fuckeire, foker, -quere), 7-9 faquir, (8 fackire, 
fa(c)quier, foughar), 9 fakeer, faqueer, 8- 
fakir, [a. Arab. 85 fagir lit. ‘poor, poor 
man’; some of the early forms may be due to the 


pl. \,85 fugara.] 

1, ‘Properly an indigent person, but specially 
applied to a Mahommedan religious mendicant, 
and then loosely, and inaccurately, to Hindu de- 
yotees and naked ascetics’ (Yule). 

1609 Ro. C, Hist. Disc. Muley Hamet vii, C\ij/2 Fokers, 
are men of good life, which are onely given to peace, 1638 
W. Bruton Newes from FE. Indies 27 They are called 
Fuckeires. 1704 Collect. Voy. (Church.) III. 568/1 You 
shall take care to embark all the Facquiers. 1763 ScrarTon 
Indostan (1770) 27 Bestowing a part of their plunder on .. 
Faquirs. 1813 Byron Giaour xi, Nor there the Fakir’s self 
will wait. 1861 Dickens Yom Tiddler’s Gr.i, A Hindoo 
fakeer’s ground. 1874 Mortey Compromise (1886) 178 A 
fakir would hardly be an estimable figure in our society. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as fakir-race; fakir-like 
adj. and adv. 

1849 SourHry Cowm.-fl. Bk. Ser. 11. 390 Pilgrims. .carry- 
ing bars of iron. .fakir-like. 1859 I. Taytor Logic in Theol. 
146 The genuine successors..of a fakir race. 1884 Padd 
Mall Budget 22 Aug. 6/2 The fakir-like devotion with which 
he has fixed his eyes upon. .the House of Lords. 

Hence Fakirism, the system, faith, and practice 
of the Fakirs. 

1856 Kincs_ey Hours w, Mystics Misc. 1, 349 Hindoo mys- 
ticism. .has died down into brutal fakeerism, 1883 Gotpw. 
Situ in Contemp, Rev. Dec, 806 Fakirism is devil-worship. 


Fala. vare—'. [ad. Du. falie.] A sort of 
kerchief worn in Holland. 

1721 Ramsay Vartana 340 May she be curst to starve in 
Frogland Fens, To wear a Fala ragg’d at both the Ends. 

Fa-la (fala). a. Usedasa refrain. b. Music. 
A sort of madrigal or ‘ ballet’ in vogue in the 16th 
and 17th ec. 

a. 1595 Mortey 1st Bk Badlletts 1, Sit we heere our loues 
recounting Falalala. 1665 Eart Dorser Poems (1721) 58 
To all you Ladies now at Land .. With a Fa, la, la, la, la. 
a@1800 Cowrer Poems, To Celia i, No serenade to break 
her rest.. With my fa, la, la. 

attrib, 1838 J. SrrutuErs Poet. Tales 78 Fifths or thirds 
And other Crankums set and shown Many Fa la words. 

b. 1597 Mortey Jxtyvod. Mus. 180 Another kind of 
Ballets, commonlie called falas. 1674 PLayrorp ShzlZ Mus. 
1. 59 Your Madrigals or Fala’s of five and six Parts. 1867 
Macrarren Harmony ii. 55 Ballets, or Fal-las, of the end 
of the sixteenth century, 








FALCHION. 


Falaterie, obs. f. of PHYLACTERY. 

Falau, obs. f. of FALLow. 

Falaver, -ing, obs. or dial. ff. of PALAVER, 
etc. 

|| Falbala (feelbala). Also 8 falbeloe, fall- 
bullow. [/a/bala, a word found in several Rom- 
ance languages from the 17th c, downwards; origin 
unknown. Cf. FurBeLtow.] A trimming for 
women’s petticoats, scarves, etc.; a flounce, fur- 


below. Also attrzdb, 

1704 CipBEk Careless Husband 1, As many blue and green 
Ribbons..as would have made mea Falbala Apron. 1713 
STEELE Guardian No. 171 Freeing their_fall-bullows. . 
from the annoyance both of hilt and point, 18%9 THACKERAY 
Virgin, xxxii, The girls went off. .to get their best. .falbalas. 
1865 CARLYLE 'vedk. Gt. xx.v, I have got my face wrinkled 
like the falbalas of a petticoat. 

+ Fale. App. some plant. 

c1310 Old Age in E. E. P, (1862) 149 As falc i falow an 


felde. 
Falcade (fxlka-d). Horsemanship. [a. Fr. 


falcade, ad. It. falcata, L. falcata, fem. of falcat-us : 


see FALoArE.] (See quot.) 

1730-6 Baitey, A falcade is the action of the haunches, and 
of the legs, which bend very low, as in corvets when a stop 
or half-stop is made. 1775 in Asx. 

Falcate (fe'lke't), a. Anat., Bot., and Zool. 
[ad. L. falcat-us, f, falc-em, falx sickle.] Bent 
or curved like a sickle ; hooked. 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Hxtomol. (1828) II. xxix. 166 The man- 
dibule of Lampyris..are falcate. 1835 LinpLEy /xtvod. 
Bot. (1848) Il, 349 Fadcate. 1845 — Sch. Bot, v. (1858) 56 
Pod .. always falcate or spirally twisted. 1870 Hooker 
Stud, Flora 273 Capsule compressed, ovate, oblique or fal- 
cate, 1879 Cassell’s Techn, Educ. IV. 39/2 The four 
wings .. are falcate at the tip. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex, 
Falcate cartilages, the semi-lunar cartilages of the knee- 
joint. 

Falcated (feelkeitéd), a. [f. as prec. + -ED.] 
a. Astron. Having a sickle-shaped appearance ; 
said of the moon or a planet when less than one 
half of its surface is illuminated. 

1704 in Harris Lex. Techn. 1783 W. F. Martyn Geog. 
Mag. 1, Introd. 18 Mercury, on his approach to [the Sun] 
is falcated like the new-moon, 1867-77 G. F. Cuampers 
Astron. Vocab. 916 The Moon... is said to be ‘ falcated’ 
when its illuminated portion is crescent-shaped. 

+b. Bot. and Zool, =Faucatr. Obs. 

1750 G. Hucues Barbadoes 224 These are tipped with 
large falcated Apices. 1815 Kirsy & Sp, Lxtomol. Il. 
xxxv, 642 In Attacus Atlas the primary wings are falcated 


or hooked at their apex. 
+Falca‘tion. Ols. [f. L. falc-em sickle : 


see -ATION. | 

1. The condition of being falcate ; cozc7. a falcate 
outgrowth. or appendage, hook. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. v. iii. 236 The Locusts 
have..a long falcation or forcipated tayle behinde. 1714 
Deruam Astro-Theol, v. i. (1715) 107 In whose [the Moon 
and Venus’] Falcations the dark part of their Globes may be 
perceived. 

2. (See quot.). 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Falcation, a mowing or cutting 
with Bill or Hook. 1721-1800 in BAILEy. 

Falchion (folfign), sb. Forms: 4-7 fach-, 
fauch-, fawch-, -on(e, -oun, (5 fauschune, 
fawchun, fouchon, fwalchon), 6-9 fauch-, 
faulch-, fawch-, -eon, -ion, (6 fachen, falcheon. 
6-7 fau-, fawchin(e, 7 falchon, 8 faulchin), 7— 
falchion ; also 5 fawken, 7 falcen, perh. by con- 
fusion with Fancon. [ME. fauchoun, a. OF. fau- 
chon = It. falctone :—vulg. Lat. *falcion-em, f. L. 
Salct-, falx sickle.] 

1. A broad sword more or less curved with the 
edge on the convex side. In later use and in 
poetry: A sword of any kind, 

1303 R. Brunne Hand. Synne 8645 Hys [the priest's] tung 
shuld be hys fauchoun, ¢1380.S7- Herumb, 2244 Lucafer. . 
drow out a schort fachoun. c¢1440 York A7yst. xxxi. 246 Y 
trowe youre fauchone hym flaies. @1533 Lp. Berners 
Huon xiii. 141 He .. toke a grete fawchon in his handes. 
a1628 Sir J. Beaumont Bosworth F. 501 He lifts his Fau- 
chion with a threatening Grace. 1720 Gay Poems (1745) I. 
37 In the bright air the dreadful fauchion shone. 1808 
Scorr Marni. v1. xxvi, Spears shook, and faulchions flashed 
amain, 1852 Kincstry Poems, Andromeda 237 Curved on 
his thigh lay a falchion. ‘ : 

+b. Single, double falchion, case of falchions: 
various species of sword-play. Obs. 

1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE Sf, Gt, Brit. 1. m1. vii. (1743) 189 
The nobilityand gentry have. . quarter-staff, single faulchion, 
double faulchion, etc. x712 STEELE Sfect. No. 436 p 2 The 
several Weapons following, viz...Single Falchion, Case of 
Falchions, Quarter Staff. 1712 ArsuTHNoT Yohx Bulli. v, 
He dreaded not old Lewis either at back-sword, single 
falchion, or cudgel-play. 

attrib, 1489 Caxton Faytes of A, 1. xxvi. 138 Axes of 
werre facioned asswel after fawken wise as other. 16or R. 
Jounson Kinga. § Comsw, (1603) 159 A falcen sword after 
the Turkish fashion. 1667 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 330 His 
Knife. .was with a falchion blade. 

+2. =Brx sd.) 4 or Bite-HooK. Ods. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 343/3 Other plowemen. .folowed | 
the wulf and with their staues and fauchons delyuerd the 
child hoole, 1596 Drayton Legends iii. 8 Let thy bright 
Fauchion lend Me Cypresse Boughes. 1664 H. More 
Myst. Inig. 333. The Huntsman .. with a wood-knife or 
faucheon at his side, 


FALCHION. 


+ Falchion, v. 00s. rare—1.  [f. prec. sb.] 
trans. To cut with a falchion, use a falchion upon. 

1526 SkeLton Magnyf 2216 Hold thy hande Or I shall 
fawchyn thy flesshe, and scrape the on the skyn. 

Falcidian (felsi-dian), a. [f. Malcidius + -sn.] 
In Falcidian law (Lex Falcidia), a law carried by 
P. Falcidius, which ordained that no Roman citi- 
zen should bequeath more than three-fourths of his 
estate away from his legal heirs. Hence Falcidian 
portion, the fourth part thus reserved. 

1656-81 in BLountGlossogy. 1756 G. Harris tr. Fustinian’s 
Inst. it. xxii. 105 The Falcidian law was at length enacted. 
1788 Gipson Decl. § F.1V. xliv. 391 His successor .. was 
empowered to retain the Yalcidian portion. 


Falci-ferous, ¢. Ods.—° [f. L. falc(2)-, falx 
sickle + -rrRouS.] Carrying a sickle, scythe-bearing. 

1656-81 in BLounr Glossogr. 1692-1732 in CoLEs. 

Falciform (fe'lsiffim), a. [f. L. falc-em 
sickle + -(1)ForM.] Sickle-shaped, curved, hooked. 
Frequent in Azat., as in falciform cartilage, liga- 
ment, process, etc. 

1766 Pennant Zool. (1776) III. 236 Immediately behind 
this fin was another, tall and falciform. 1787 Hunter in 
Phil. Trans, UXXVII. 410 The right lobe is the largest .. 
its falciform ligament broad. 1798 Hooper Med. Dict., Fal- 
ciform process, the falx, a process of the dura mater, that 
arises from the crista galli, separates the hemispheres of the 
brain and terminates in the tentorium. 1836 Topp Cyc/. 
Anat. 1. 13 The fold which passes upwards towards the liver 
is falciform, 1838 Blackw. Mag. XLII. 650 What a falci- 
form ..and warlike organ, leads the van of Wellington’s 
warlike countenance ! 


Falcon (folkgn, fo-k’n), sd. Forms: 3-4 
faukun, 4 faucoun, -kon, -koun, 4 facoun, 4-7 
faucon(e, 5-6 facon, 5-7 faw(l)con, -kon, (5 
fawken), 6-8 faulcon, (7 -kon), 5-falcon. [ME. 

Saucon ( faukun),a, OF, faucon, falcun, ad. late L. 
Salcon-em, falco, commonly believed to be f. falc-, 
falx sickle, the name being due to the resem- 
~ blance of the hooked talons to a reaping-hook. 
Cf. It. falcone, Sp. halcon. In the 15th cent. the 
spelling was refashioned after Lat.] 

l. Ornith. One of a family of the smaller diur- 
nal birds of prey, characterized by a short hooked 
beak, powerful claws, and great destructive power ; 
esp. one trained to the pursuit of other birds or 
game, usually the Peregrine Falcon (Falco pere- 
grinus). In falconry, applied only to the female, 
the male, being smaller and less adapted for the 
chase, is called the ¢ervced or tzercel, 

a 1250 Owl § Night. 101 That other 3er a faukun bredde. 
1362 Laneci. P. Pl. A. vir. 34 Fecche i hom Faucons be 
Foules to quelle. 1432-s0 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 335 Sparre- 
howke, ffawken, and gentille gossehawke, 1605 SHaxs. 
Macb. u. iv. 12 A Faulcon towring in her pride of place, 
1653 WaLTon Axgler i, (1655) 11 It [Air] stops not the high 
soaring of my noble generous Falcon. 1735 SoMERVILLE 
Chase 11. 94 As stoops the Falcon bold To pounce his Prey. 
@1839 Praep Poewzs (1864) I. 213 He laid a bet upon his 
falcon’s flight. 1868 Woop Homes without H. xxix. 561 The 
Great Grey Shrike was formerly used as a falcon. 

b. with epithet defining the species. 

1525 Lp. Berners Froiss. II. xlvi, By comparyson as 
fawcons pelegrines. 1678 Ray Willughby’s Ornith. 79 It 
is said to be lesser than a Peregrine Falcon, 1781 LATHAM 
fTist, Birds 1,54 White-rumped Bay Falcon. 1785 PENNANT 
Arct, Zool. \1, 208 Plain Falcon. 1802 G. Monracu Ornith. 
Dict, 537 White Falcon, a name for the Jer Falcon. x82: 
Seisy Brit, Ornith. 1. 39 Spotted Falcon: a name for the 
Peregrine Falcon. 1875 W. M¢Itwraitu Guide Wigtown- 
shire, These cliffs are frequented by the Peregrine falcon, 

2. A representation of a falcon. 

1525 in Glasscock Rec. St. Michael's Bp. Stortford (1882) 
39 For the scoryng ..the facon and the branche before 
seynt mighill xiiijd. 1589 Haxtuyr Voy. (1600) III. 736 
A... Gentleman, from whom our Generall tooke a Fawlcon 
of golde with a great Emeraud in the Breast thereof, 

3. An ancient kind of light cannon. 

[For the practice of naming species of fire-arms from birds 
of prey, cf. mzushket.] 

1496 Lp. Bornwe tt in Ellis Orig. Lett, 1. 13. I. 31 Ye 
provision of Ordinance .. is bot litill .. ij. great curtaldis .. 
x. falconis or litill serpentinis. 1577-87 Harrison England, 
u, xvi. (1877) 281 Falcon hath eight hundred pounds, and 
two inches and a half within the mouth. 1663 /Vagedlunz ; 
or O. Crontwell (1672) 103 ‘lwo demy Culverings..two Fal- 
cons. 1805 Scotr Last Afinstr. 1v. xx, Falcon and culver on 
each tower. 1849 J. Grant Kirkaldy of Gr. xv. 163 The 
royal stores furnished .. falcons, or light six-pound field- 
pieces. 

4. Comb, chiefly attrib., as (sense 1) falcon-face, 
Sjisher, flight, -guise, -nest ; falcon-eyed adj. ; fal- 
con-like adj. and ady.; (sense 3) falcon shot. 

1847 Tennyson Princ. uu. 26 A quick brunette, well- 
moulded, *falcon-eyed. 1891 Miss Dowie Girlin Karf. xiii. 
¥7t He had the genuine ‘*falcon-face’ of the Huculs. 1759 
tr. Adanson’s Voy. Senegal in Pinkerton Voy.(1814) XVI. 649 
The *falcon-fisher .. is a bird about the bigness of a goose. 
@ 1835 Mrs. Hemans Poems, Indian with dead Child, Vhe 
arrows of my father’s bow Their *falcon-flight have sped. 
1889 R. B, Anverson tr. Rydberg’s Teut. Mythol. 60 In the 
Norse mythology .. Freyja had a *falcon-guise, a 1649 
Drum. or Hawru. Léegy G. Adolphus Wks. (1711) 54 With 
full plum’d wing thou faulkon-like could fly. 1852 Reape 
Peg Woff. (1853) 88 ‘To see her falcon-like stoop upon the 
stage. 1814 Scorr Ld. of Jsles iy. viii, Canna’s tower 
.. Like *falcon-nest o’erhung the bay. 1598 Barrer Theor. 
Warres Vv. iii. 134, 2 thousand *Falcon shot. 1600 Haktuyr 
Voy. III. 714 It is within falcon-shot of the ships. 
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+ Falcon, v. Ods. rare. 
hunt with falcons; to hawk. 


1807 Sir R. Witson F772. 27 Aug., After dinner we went 
falconing. 

Falconer! (fo‘kgnar, f9'k’no1). Forms: 4-6 
fauconer, (4 faucounner, 4-5 faukener, -oner), 
5 falconar(e, fawconer, -kener(e, 6 faconer, 
6-8 faulk(e)ner, 7 faulconer, (fal-, faukner), 
5-falconer. [a. OF. fau(/)connier (mod.F. fau- 
connier), f, fau(l)cow FALCON 50.: see -ER 2.] 

1. One who hunts with falcons, one who follows 
hawking as a sport. 

¢ 1386 CuAaucer Frankl. T. 468 Thise ffauconers .. with 
hir haukes han the heron slayn. 1893 Bacchus Bountie in 
fart. Misc. (Malh.) Il. 273 This youth was..a fine faulk- 
ner. @1641 Suckiinc Le?Zt. (1696) 93 Faulkners that can but 
seldom spring right Game, should [etc.]. ¢ 1720 Prior /lenry 
& Enna tog A Falk’ner Henry is, when Emma hawks. 
1810 Scorr Lady of L. ut. xiv, The falconer tossed his hawk 
away. 1834 M*Murtrie Cuvier’s Anim. Kingd. 121 Vhe 
Common Sparrowhawk .. is employed .. by falconers. 

Jig. 1581 J. Bett Haddon's Answ. Osor. 68 A malitious 
and hungry fawconer of titles & sillables. 

2. A keeper and trainer of hawks. Also, as an 
official designation, Grand or + Great Falconer. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 152 Fawkenere [Pynson fawconer], 
JSalconarius, c1450 Bk. Curtasye 563 in Babees Bk. 317 The 
chaunceler answeres .. For 3omen, faukeners, and hor hor- 
syng. 1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII, c. 12 Some of his graces 
fauconers. 1619 Sir R. Boye Diary (1886) I. 226, I sent 
.. a caste of marlyns..by his own ffawlconer. 1710 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 4711/2 The great Faulkner prepared a curious 
Artificial Firework for their Entertainment, 1797 Bewick 
Brit. Birds (1847) 1. 32 The Emperor of China in his sport- 
ing excursions .. is usually attended by his grand falconer. 
1848 Lytron Harold vu. v, Behind him came his falconer 
and bard. 

+ Falconer”. Ods. rare. In 6 fawconere, 
faulkner, [a.F. fauconniére, f. faucon: see F AL- 
con sb.) A game-bag carried by falconers. 

c1570 Pride & Lowd. (1841) 47 It was a great bagge like 
a fawconere And hong upon his gyrdle bya ring. 1592 
Greene Upst. Courtier in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) Il. 231 By 
his side, a great side pouch like a faulkner. 

Falconet (fo:konét), Also 7 fau(1)conet. 
[In sense 1 ad. It. fadconetto in same sense (=Sp. 
JSalconete; cf. ¥r. fauconneazt), dim. of falcone Fau- 
CON ; in sense 2 f, FALCON + -ET.] 

1. A light piece of ordnance of various calibres, 
used in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

1559 Naval Report in Froude Hist. Eng. (1881) VI. 168 
(Culverins) minions eS falconets. a@1642 Sin W. Monson 
Naval Tracts ut. (1704) 343/2 A Faulconet. The Bore 2 
inches. 1647 Nye Gunnery 78 Fauconets. The mouth of the 
peece is 2 inches and a quarter high .. the weight of the 
shot one pound 5 ounces, 1645 N. Stone Enchir. Fortifi- 
cation 54 A Falconet .. carries a 6 pound ball. 1727 A. 
Hamitton New Ace. Z, Ind. 1.x. 108 Planting little Falconets 
on the top of our Walls in Swivels. 1864 Burton Scot Ady. 
II. ii. 142 With only a couple of falconets or two-pounders, 
as their whole artillery. ; : 

2. A species of Shrike (order Passerinw). 

1851 Cuvier’s Anim. Kingd, 180 The Crested Falconet 
(Lantus frontatus) .. inhabits New Holland.  éz¢., The 
falconets have a compressed beak almost as high as 
long. 

Fa‘lcon-ge'ntle. Also 5 falcon gent. [After 
F. faucon gentil.| A name applied to the female 
and young of the Goshawk (Astur palumbarius). 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 147 As a gentil faucon soreth. 
¢ 1400 Maunpev. (1839) xxii. 238 Gerfacouns, sparehaukes, 
faukons gentyls. ¢1435 Torr. Portugal 479 Torent .. Get 
her a facon jent. 1486 Bk. St. Alban’s Diijb, Ther is a 
Fawken gentill anda Tercell gentill. 1615 CHapMAN Odyss. 
xu, 136 Nor her winged speed The falcon-gentle could for 
pace exceed. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat, Hist. (1862) I. 11. iit. 314 
‘The falcon gentle, with which, when properly trained, they 
go forth on horseback. 


Falconine (fe'lkonoin), a. Zool. [f. L. fal- 
con-ent falcon+-INk.] Like a falcon or hawk, be- 
longing to the Falconide. In mod, Dicts. 


+ Fa‘leonish, a. Obs. rare—'.  [f. Fatcon 
sb. + -ISH.] Like a falcon; proper to or charac- 
teristic of a falcon. 

eal Houinsuep Chron. III. 193/t The legat Guallo..vpon 
a falkonish or wooluish appetite fleeced the church, 

Falconry (fo:kenri). [a. F. fauconnerie : see 
Fatoon and -ry.] a. The branch of knowledge 
concerned with the sport of hawking, and the 
breeding and training of hawks. b. Occasionally, 
the practice of hawking. 

@. 1575 TURBERVILLE (¢i¢/e) The Booke of Falconrie. 1626 
T. H. tr. Caussin’s Holy Crt, 62 You haue a certayne 
bird in the mistery of Faulconry, called the Hobby. a@ 1682 
Str T. Browne Tracts 117 The Greeks understood little or 
nothing of our falconry, 1828 Sir J. S. Sesricur Observ. 
Hawking 1 The Art of Falconry is in danger of being 
entirely lost. 

b. 1818 Hattam Mid. Ages ix. § x (ed. 2) IIL. 361 Fal- 
conry.. became from the fourth century an equally delightful 
occupation. 1869 Gittmore Reptiles § Birds 206 Falconry 
afforded a. .picturesque sport to the great. 

Falculate (fe lkile't), a. [f. L. faleula, dim. 
of falc-, falx sickle + -AT".] Resembling a little 
sickle in form, small and curved. 

1847 Topp Cycé. Anat. I11. 329/1 Others [of the Marsu- 
pials] are digitigrade with falculate claws. 


Fald, obs. f. of Foup. 


(ir prec. sbi ro 








FALDSTOOL. 


Faldage (feldédz). Zaw. [ad. law-L. fal- 
dagt-um, f. OF. fald, Foun sb.t In 16th ec. 
anglicized as Forpacr.] An old privilege by 
which a lord of the manor could set up folds in 
any fields within the manor, in which his tenants 
were obliged to put their sheep, the object being 
to manure the land. 

1692-1732 Corrs, Faldage, the Lords liberty of folding 
his tenants’ sheep, 1708 Termes de la Ley 330 This Fald- 
age insome places is termed Fold-course or Free-fold. 1865 
Nicnots Britton 11. 373 His right of faldage, i.e. to have 
the tenant’s sheep to manure his land. 


|| Falde‘lla. Oés. [med.L., a. It. faddella in 
same sense, dim. of fadda fold of cloth, skirt.] 
(See quot. 1753.) 

e1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 317 Leie berupon faldellas wip 
white of an ey. 1753 CuamBers Cycl. Supp., Faldella, a 
word used by some of the writers in surgery for a sort of 
compress made of list contorted together in several doubles. 


Falderal, folderol (fe:ldorz:l, fy:ldarg'l). 
Also fal de rol. 

1. As a meaningless refrain in songs. 

r7or Farquuar Sir H, Wildair w. ii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 554/2 
Wildair [sings] Fal, al, deral! [1864 Browninc Jr. Sludge 
Fol-de-rol-de-rido liddle iddle-ol]. 

2. A gewgaw, trifle; a flimsy thing. 

¢ 1820 Hoce Basil Lee in Tales § Sk. (1837) U1. 56 ‘ He'll 
flee frae ae falderall til anither a’ the days o’ his life.’ 1879 
KE. Garretr House by Works V1. 154 That his darling might 
never want for fal-de-rals. 188x Mrs. C. Prarp Policy § P. 
I. 118 The little piebald is far too ’cute to trust her legs on 
that English fal-deral [a rickety fancy bridge]. 

attrib, 186% Sara Dutch Pict. vi. 67 None of your fal-de- 
ral lavender boots. but rigid, unmistakeable shoes. 

Hence Fa‘ldera'l v., in phr. Zo falderal it: to 
sing falderal, to sing unmeaning sounds. 

1825 L. Hunr Poems, Redi Bacchus 426 Falderallalling it 
With quips and triple rhymes. 

|| Faldetta (faldeta). Also in quasi-Fr. form 
faldette. [It. /addetta, dim. of falda; see Fat- 
DELLA.] A combined hood and cape, worn by 


women in Malta. 

1834 Sir F, B. Heap Budbles fr. Brunnen 191 Women, 
semi-shrouded in their black silk faldettes. 1866 Brack- 
mMorE Cy, Nowedd xii (1881) 48 A maiden with the love dream 
nestling beneath the bridal faldetta. 1883 C. D. Warner 
Roundabout Fourn, xiii. 119 All the Maltese ladies .. wear 
the faldetta to church. 

+ Faldfee. Obs. rave—'. In 3 (?) faldfey. [app. 
f. OE. fald, Foun 50.1 + feoh (see FEE).] Some kind 
of manorial dues. 

The record quoted by Blount has not been identified ; it is 
not the Liber Niger Scaccarii. Possibly there is some error. 

?a1300 Liber Niger Heref. fol. 158 (Blount) W. M. tenet 
novem acras terrze Custumariz in Bosbury..et debet quas- 
dam consuetudines, viz. Tak & Toll & Faldfey. 1679 
BLountT Anc. Ten. 155 This Faldfey might signify a fee or 
rent paid by the Tenant to his Lord for leave to fold his 
Sheep on his own ground. 1706 in Puivtirs (ed. Kersey). 
1809 in ToMLINS Law Dict. 1848 in WHARTON Law Lex. 

+ Falding. Ods. A kind of coarse woollen 
cloth; frieze. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Fol. 391 In a gowne of faldyng to the 
kne. 1436 Pol, Poems (1859) II. 186 Irish wollen, lynyn 
cloth, faldynge..bene here marchaundyse, 1523 FirzHers, 
Hush. § 44 A pece..of faldynge, or suche a softe cloth. | 

attrib. 1392 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) I, 174 Item lego patri 
meo..meam armilausam, videlicet faldyng-clok. 

b. A covering or garment of the same. 

c 1386 Cuaucer Jfiller’s T. 26 His presse i-covered with 
a faldyng reed. 1387 Trevisa //igden (Rolls) I. 353 Blak 
faldynges instede of mantels and of clokes. c1440 /ronzp. 
Parv. 147 Faldynge, clothe..amphibalus. 1526 Lanc. 
Wills (Chetham Soc.) 13, I gyff to Alice Legh..my best 
typett my faldyng and my bok in the church. 

+ Faldistory. Oés. Also 8 faldisdory. [ad. 
med.L, faldistort-um, var. of faldistolinm: see 
Fatpstoou.] The seat or throne of a bishop 
within the chancel. 

1675 Prume Life Bp. Hacket (1865) 82 The Reverend 
Bishop came to the faldistory in the middle of the choir. 
1722 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer 273 A Faldistory is the 
Episcopal Seat or Throne within the Chancel. 1768 E. 
Buys Dict. Terms Art, Faldisdory, the Bishop’s Seat, or 
Throne within the Chancel. 1848 in WHarton Law Lex. 

Faldore, var. of FALL-Door. 

Faldstool (fo'ldstl). Sce also Farpistory, 
[ad. med L. faldtstoli-um, ad. OHG,. faldstuol lit, 
‘a folding seat or campstool’, f. faddan to fold + 
stuol seat, chair: see Fotp and Sroon, Cf. FAu- 
reuiL. The OE. fyldestél appears to be from Lat. 
or Rom., as the vowel of the first syll. has umlaut 
due to the euphonic z prefixed in Romanic to a 
syllable. beginning with s¢-.] - 

1. £eci, An armless chair used by bishops and 
other prelates when they do not occupy the throne 
or when officiating in any but their own church. 

c 1080 Adb0 Glosses in Ztsch. f .dtsches Alt, XXX. 10 For- 
buh 5u twyhweolne size onfoh bu fyldestol [c r100 feeldestol]. 
[1340 Ayend, 239 Per he yze3 ane gratne dyeuel pet zet ope 
ane uyealdinde stole and al his mayne aboute him.] 1849 
Rock Ch. of Fathers I. vi. 256 In later times .. the fald- 
stool was ‘a chair of woode covered with crymsen velvet’, 

2. A moyable folding-stool or desk at which 
worshippers kneel during certain acts of devotion ; 
esp. one used by the sovereign at the ceremony of 


coronation. 
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1603 Ceremton. at Coron. Fas. I (1685) 3 A Fald-stool, with 
Cushions for the King to prayat. 1685 S?. George's Day 6 
The King kneeled at a fald-stool. @1693 AsHMOLE Axtig. 
Berks. (1719) 1. 1o A Judge in his Robes, kneeling at a 
Faldstool. 1838 For Coronation in Maskell Aon. Rit. 
(1847) III. 86 ‘The Queen..kneeling at the Faldstool set for 
Her. 1851 Kincstry Feast ii, She turned and prayed at 
her velvet faldstool. 1862 Goutsurn Pers, Relig. (1864) 66 
When we fail to derive from Prayer comfort and satisfaction, 
we become cowards, and run away from the faldstool. 

3. A small desk at which the Litany is appointed 
to be said or sung; a Litany-stool. 

a 1626 Br. ANpREWEsin W.Nichols Com. Bk. Cont. Prayer 
Notes (1710) 23 The Priest. .(at a low Desk before the Chan- 
cel-door, called the Fald-stool) kneels and says or sings the 
Litany. 1838 Form: Consecration in Maskell Mon. Rit. 
(1847) III. 90 Then followeth the Litany to be read by two 
Bishops..kneeling at a Faldstool. 1869 Daily News 22 
Dec., The Litany was chanted by two of the minor canons 
at afaldstool. 1874 MicktetuwaitEe Mod. Par. Ch. 45 The 
small desk for the Litany to be said from, generally miscalled 
the Faldstool. 

+ Fale, sb. Obs. [Of obscure origin; it has been 
conjectured to be a subst. use of OE. fle dear: 
see FuLE a.2] App. =‘ comfade, fellow’. 

1380 Sir Kerumb, 1845 Let anoper ys message telle, & 
stond pou per by py fale. 

+ Fale, a. Obs. 

1325 EL. E. Allit. P. C. 92 Paz pe fader pat hym formed 
were fale of his hele. 

Fale, obs. f. of Fatnow. 

Fale, var. of Fez a!. Ods. many. 

Falern(e (falarn), a. and 5b. Chiefly Aoet. 
[ad. L. (wimum) Falern-um.] =next. 

1601 HotLanp Pliny J. 420 He likewise’ gaue away a lar- 
gesse of wine as well Chian as Falern. [1671 Mitton P. 2. 
1v. 117 Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Falerne.] 1703 J. 
Puiwies Splendid Shilling 34 Wines, that well may vie 
With Massic, Setin, or renown’d Falern. 


Falernian (falamian), a. [f.as prec. + -1AN.] 
Of or pertaining to the ager Falernus in Campania, 
which produced a celebrated wine. Also adsol. 


Falernian wine. 

1726 Amuerst Terre Fil. i. 2 Whose lady kiss’d Damon 
the butler behind a hogshead of falernian. @1764 Luioyp 
Dial, Poet. Wks. 1774 II. 6 Gen’rous liquor. . Broach’d from 
the rich Falernian tun. 1842 Lytton Zanoni 29 Vineyards 
famous for the old Falernian 1884 Mrs. Ross in Long. 
Mag. Feb. 404 White Falernian [wine] is excellent. 

Falewe, obs. f. of FALLow. 

Falk (fok), sb. Also 9 faik, fauk. A name 
applied dial. to one of the three species of the 
Auk ; the Razor-bill. 

1698 M. Martin Voy. St. Kilda 61 The Bird, by the 
inhabitants called the Falk, the Rasor-Bill in the West of 
England. 1766 Pennant Zool. (1768) 11. 148 Razor-bill. 
The Falk. 1806 P. News, Your Orkney §& Shetland 197 
Bawkie, Razor-bill, Alca Vorda. In the Hebrides this bird 
is called Falk or faik. 

Falk, obs. form of Fatk v.2 Sc. 


+ Fa‘lked, a. Ods. rave. =F Avcatn, 

1597 Grrarp Herbal u. xxxiv. (1633) 299 Crooked or 
falked hawkeweed hath leaves. .slightly indented. 

Fall (f91), 56.1 Forms: 3 fael, 3 south. veel, 
val, 3-7 fal, 4-7 falle, 6 faule, fawle, foll, 8-9 
Se. fa’, faw, 3- fall. [f. Faun v.: cf. OFris. fal, 
Jel masc., OS., OHG. fal, ON. fall neut. The 
synonymous OE. fg¢//, fyd/ (:—*fallt-z), f. same root, 
did not survive into ME., unless it be represented 
by the forms f/, ve/ in Layamon.] An act or 
instance of falling. 

I. A falling from a height. 

1, A dropping down from a high or relatively 
high position, by the force of gravity. 

¢ 1200 Ormin 11862 Full hefi3 fall to fallenn. axz22g Leg. 
Kath, 2322 Nis nawt grislich sihde to seon fallen bat bing 
peet schal arisen, burh peet fal, a pusentfalt te fehere. 1393 
Gower Conf, I, 15 Betwene two stooles is the fall. 1553 T. 
Wirson R het, (1580) 154 An other pitiyng his fall, asked him 
.. how got you into that pitte? 1563 FutKe Meteors 8 By 
the fall of them [the starres], both thunder and lightning are 
caused. 1599 Suaxs. /’ass. Pilgr.136 A green plum that. . 
falls .. before the fall should be. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 76 
The companions of his fall... He soon discerns. 1748 F. 
Smitu Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass, 1. 15x One of them, by a 
Fall from the Parapet at the ‘lop of the Factory, was killed. 
1850 Tennyson / Jem. xi. 14 These leaves that redden to 
the fall. 1851 GrekNweLt Coal-trade Terms Northumb. & 
Durh, 25 Fall, a dropping down of the roof stone. 1860 
Tynpatu_ Glac, 1. xi. 84 Fixing my feet suddenly in the 
snow, [I] endeavoured to check his fall, 1863 Kincstry 
Water-bab. 297 Vhat was all in his day’s work like a fair 
fall with the hounds. : 

b. fig.; esp. a descent from high estate or from 
moral elevation. 

c1230 Hali Meid.15 Se herre degre se be fal is wurse. 
1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 53 Min hert so high set haue I, A 
fall I drede to haue therby! 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 
1531) 6b, Whom they moost auaunce..they..gyue them the 
greater fall. 1679 Burnet /V/ist. Ref. an. 1543 I. ut. 326 
Doctor London .. did now, upon Cromwell's fall, apply him- 
self to Gardiner, 1780 Harris PAilol. Eng. Wks. (1841) 454 
The fall of these two empires. 1827 Hattam Const. Hist. 
(1876) III. xvii, 333 The fall of the Stuarts: 1874 Green 
Short /ist. viii. 582 Puritanism..drew..a nobler life from 
its very fall. 

¢e. concr. That which falls ; also //. 

1742 Younc Nt. 7h. 1x. 63 Nor shall the present year .. 
spread of feeble life a thinner fall. 1844 ¥rud. R. Agric. 
Soc. V. 1.268 The short and broken [straw]..goes away in 
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what is technically termed ‘falls’ or pulls. 1890 PadZ MalZ 
G. 11 Mar. 4/2 To clear away a ‘ fall’, some of the blocks of 
coal in which were as large as trucks. 

d. A descent of rain, hail, snow, meteors, etc. ; 
the quantity that falls at one time or in a certain 
period. Cf, RAINFALL. 

1593 Suaxs. Lucy. 551 Some gentle gust. . Hindering their 
[vapours’] present fall by this dividing. 1634 Sir T. Her- 
BERT Tyav. (1638) 128 Raine in .. violent irruptions: 
dangerous .. in the fall. 1749 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. N.-W. 
Pass. 11,20 A very great Fall of Hail, Snow, and Sleet. 
1814 D. H. O’Brien Caféiv. § Escape 178 The flood was 
very rapid from the late falls of rain. 1833 Penny Cycé. I. 
151/t Aérolites, when taken up soon after their fall, are ex- 
tremely hot. 1858 Lonor. Children iii, The wind of 
Autumn, And the first fall of the snow. 1871 Lockyer 
Astron. iii. § 316. 139 Among the largest aérolitic falls of 
modern times we may mention the following. 

concr. 1878 Huxiey Physiogr. 63 A fall of snow thus acts 
like a mantle of fur thrown over the earth. 

e. The coming down, approach, first part (of 
night, twilight, winter). ave. Cf. NIGHTFALL. 

1655 Eart Orrery Parthen. (1676) 674 Fifteen thousand 
Horse and Foot were sent .. about fall of the Night. 1661 
Lovett Hist. Anim. § Min, 229 They are best..at the fall 
and dead of Winter. 1816 Keats Poems, To my Brothers, 
The tove so voluble and deep, That aye at fall of night our 
care condoles, 1823 Byron ¥ian vu. lvi, Towards the twi- 
light’s fall. ‘ 

+ £. Shedding, effusion (of blood). Oés. 

1599 Suaks. Hen. V, 1. ii. 25 Neuer two such Kingdomes 
did contend, Without much fall of blood. 

+ g. The dropping out (of teeth). Ods. 

1520 Calisto & Afelib. in Hazl. Dodsley 1, 78 Hollowness 
of mouth, fall of teeth, faint of going. 

+h. The downward stroke (of a sword, etc:). 

1594 Suaks. Rich. [//, v. iii, 111 Put in their hands thy 
bruising irons of wrath, That they may crush down with a 
heavy fall The usurping helmets of our adversaries. 1604 
— Oth. u. iii. 324, I heard the clink and fall of swords. 

2. (In early use also more fully + fad of the 
leaf.) That part of the year when leaves fall 
from the trees; autumn. In U.S. the ordinary 
name for autumn; in England now rare in literary 
use, though found in some dialects; spring and 
Jall, the fall of the year, ave, however, in fairly 
common use. 

1545 Ascuam Zoxofh. 1. (Arb.) 48 Spring tyme, Somer, 
faule of the leafe, and winter. 1599 RALEIGH Reply to 
Marlowe Poems (Aldine ed.) 11 A honey tongue, a heart of 
gall Is fancies spring, but sorrows fall. @ 1631 Carr. SmitH 
Eng. Improvement Revived 1. (1673) 59 The best time to 
.. remove younger trees is at.. the fall of the leaf. 1664 
Evetyn Sylva (1679) 15 His..leaves .. becoming yellow at 
the fall, do commonly clothe it all the winter. 1714 Lut- 
TRELL Brief Rel. (1857) VI. 726 In the spring and fall he was 
alwaies disturbed. 1752 J. Epwarps Hs. (1834) I. p. 
excv/1, I thank you for your letter .. which I received this 
fall, 1826 Scorr Jad. Malagr. i. 10 She has been bled and 
purged, spring and fall. 1846 J. Baxter L2br. Pract. 
Agric. (ed. 4) Il. 379 The winter pruning should be per- 
formed. .at the fall of the leaf. 31851 CartyLe Sterding 1. 
xi. (1872) 67 His first child..was born there .. in the fall of 
that year 1831. 1862 Merivate Rom. Emp. (1865) VI. 
xlvii. 38 It was in the fall of the year..that Agrippa sailed 
for the East. 1864 Lowe, Biglow P. Poet. Wks. (1879) 255 
Frosts have been unusually backward this fall. 

Jig. 1727 Philip Quaril (1816) 82 In the fall of life how 
sweet’s repose. j 

3. The manner in which anything falls. b. Cards. 
The manner in which the cards are dealt. 

1535 CoveRDALE Prov. xvi. 33 The lottes are cast in to 
the lappe, but their fall stondeth in the Lorde. 1885 Proctor 
Whist iv. 60 The fall of the cards in the first suit may. .lead 
him to do so. ; 

4, Birth or production by dropping from the 
parent ; the quantity born or produced. 

1796 Hull Advertiser 14 May 1/4 The largest fall of 
lambs this year almost ever known. 1831 Howitt Seasons 
72 The principal fall of lambs takes place now. 1865 J. G. 
Bertram //arvest of Sea (1873)236 The greatest fall of spawn 
ever known in England occurred forty-six years ago. 

II. A sinking to a lower level. 

5. A sinking down, subsidence (esp. of waves and 
the like) ; the ebb (of the tide). Also, the setting 
(of the sun, stars, etc.), avch.; +the alighting (of 
a bird). + Zo be at fall: to be in a low con- 
dition 

1571 HANMER Chou. [red. (1633) 128 The sunne. .holdeth 
his course to his fall. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 
24 What rising, and deepest falls of waves .. doth he there 
relate. 1598 Cuarman /éiad 11. 396 In their falls [fowl] lay 
out such throats, that [etc.]. 1607 SHaks. 7%10 U1. il. 214 
Now they are at fall, want Treature. 1830 Lyett Princ. 
Geol. 1, 264 The perpendicular rise and fall of the spring- 
tides. 1868-70 Morris Earthly Par. (1890) 168/2 The wide 
sun reddened towards his fall. 

Jig. 1672 TempLe Ess. Govt. Wks. 1731 I. 104 Modes of 
Government have all their Heights per their Falls. 

b. Astrol. (See quot.) 

1676 Litty Anima Astrologiz 1o When a Planet is joyned 
to another in his Declension or Fall; that is, in Opposition 
to its own House or Exaltation. 1819 in J. Witson Dict. 
Astrol. 99. _ 1835 in ‘ Zadkiel’ Lilly’s Introd. Astrol. 337: 

e. fig. Decline, decay. 

c1645 Howe xt Left, I. u. xv. 23 Amsterdam .. rose upon 
the fall of this Town [Antwerp]. 1682 Otway Venice Pre- 
served wv. i, Remember him that prop’d the fall of Venice. 
1864 Glasgow Herald 12 Nov., A country that was in the 
utmost state of fall and degradation. 

d. The decline or closing part (of a day, year, 
life), Also rarely, Fall of day =the west. 
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1628 VENNER Baths of Bathe 7 The declining or Fall of 
the year. 1712 BLackmore Creation 98 Th’ adventurous 
merchant thus pursues his way Or to the rise or to the fall 
of day. 1800-24 CampBeELt Poems, Caroline u. To Evening 
Star v, Sacred to the fall of day, Queen of propitious stars. 
1882 Besant Revolt of Max i. (1883) 8 The older pictures 
were mostly the heads of men, taken in the fall of life. 

6. The discharge or disemboguement of a river ; 
+ the place where this occurs, the mouth. 

1577-87 Harrison Descr, Brit. xii. in Holinshed 53 The 
greatest rivers, into whose mouthes or falles shippes might 
find safe entrance. 1705 Appison /¢a/y 113 The Po. . before 
its Fall into the Gulf.. receives..the most considerable 
Rivers of Piemont. 

7. The falling of a stream of water down a de- 
clivity; hence, a cascade, cataract, waterfall. 
Frequent in J/., as in alls of the Clyde, Niagara, 


etc. 

1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. Apr. 36 His laye .. he made .. 
And tuned it vnto the Waters fall. 1632 Lirucow 7yawv. 
vu. 318 The fall and roaring of Nyle. 1674 N. Fairrax 
Bulk & Selv, 185 The shallow waters that drill between the 
pebbles in the Falls of Guiny or Africa, 1726 SHELvockr 
Voy. round World (1757) 265 The fall of waters, which one 
hears allaround. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) I. g Of 
the falls inthe Rhine, near Schaffhausen. 1787 Best Angling 
(ed. 2) 30 It is good angling .. at the falls of mills. 1806 
Gazetteer Scot. (ed. 2) 92 The falls of Clyde principally 
interest the stranger. 1832 Hr. Martineau Life in Wilds 
ix. 116 On that fall of the stream will be our mill. 1872 
Raymonp Statist. Mines §& Mining 198 The roar of the falls 
is heard in the distance. 

+b. That over which water falls. Ods. 

1749 F. Smit Voy, Disc. N.-W. Pass. 11. 26 Some Pieces 
[of ice] stopped upon a Fall or Ridge of Stone. 

te. Fall of a bridge: cf. quot. 1880. 

1626 Bacon Sydva § 115 Waters, when they. .are strained 
(as in the falls of Bridges). [1880 WaLmisLEy Bridges over 
Thames 6 The resistance caused to the free ebb and flow of 
a large body of water by the contraction of its channel 
produced a fall or rapid under the bridge.] 

8. Downward direction or trend of a surface or 
outline; a deviation, sudden or gradual, in a down- 
ward direction from the general level; a slope or 
declivity. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Abruptum .. that hath such 
a fal or stipenesse downe, that a man cannot go but fall 
downe. 1601 Hoxtianp Pliny II. 615 Neither doth this 
circle shine in the concauitie or in the fall of the gem. 1712 
J. James tr. Le Blona’s Gardesing 194 A small insensible 
Fall should be given these Channels. 1755 Gray Lett. Wks. 
1884 II. 265 A natural terrass three mile long..with a 
gradual fall on both sides. 1832 Scorr Fr. (2890) II. 465 
Stocked with wild animals towards the fall of the hills, 1847 
Marryat Childr. N. Forest xxvii, The symmetrical fall of 
the shoulders. 1858 Frvl. R. Agric. Soc. XIX. 1. 188 Most 
of the Weald lands have a good fall for draining. 1865 
Barinc-Goutp Werewolves vii. 87 ‘The girls .. saw a little 
fall in the ground. : : 

b. The distance through which anything de- 
scends, whether suddenly or gradually ; the differ- 
ence in the levels (of ground, water, etc.). 

1686 Burnet 7vav. iv. 238 The Tarpeian Rock is now 
of so small a fall, that a Man would think it no great 
matter ..to leap over it. 471z J. James tr. Le Blond's 
Gardening 191 You. .know exactly what Fall there is from 
the Top of the Hill..to the Bottom. 1739 LaBetye Short 
Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 11 The perpendicular Height of 
the Fall that might be expected under a Bridge. 1774 
Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) I. 223 Its waters are. .poured 
down, by a fall of an hundred and fifty feet perpendicular. 
1881 Satter Guide Thanies 9 Hart’s Weir. .has a fall of 3 ft. 


ce. Naut. (See quots.) 

1644 Manwarinc Seaman's Dict. 38 When we mention 
the Falls of a ship... it is meant by the raising or laying 
some part of the Deck higher, or lower then the other. 
1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1526/4 The Adventure Pink, Dogger 
built, two Decks, with a Fall where the Windles stand. 
c18s0 Rudim. Navig.(Weale) 117 ald, the descent of a deck 
from a fair curve lengthwise..to give height to the com- 
mander’s cabin, and sometimes forward at the hawse- 
holes. 

9. The sinking down of the fluid in a meteoro- 


logical instrument. Said also of temperature, and 


loosely of the instrument itself. 

1806 Grecory Dict. Aris §& Sc. I. 204 The principal cause 
of the rise and fall of the mercury is from the variable winds. 
1815 T. Forster Atmos. Phenom. 228 The rise of the 
thermometer .. accompanies the fall of the barometer. 1823 
Scoressy ¥722. 30 The most remarkable fall of temperature 
I ever witnessed. 1864 Nat. Hist. Trans. Northumb. & 
Durh, 1.119 The violent falls in the barometer were not 
attended by corresponding disturbance of the air. 

10. Aus. A sinking down or lowering of the note 


or voice; cadence. 

16or Suaxs. Twel. N.1. i. 4 That straine agen, it had a 
dying fall. 1634 Mitton Comms 251 At every fall smooth- 
ing the raven down Of darkness. 1706 A. Beprorp Temple 
Mus. ix. 186 A fall in Musick, and then a rising again to 
the same sound. 1 Beattie Hermit ii, Why .. Philo- 
mela, that languishing fall? 1855 Bain Sezses §& Jud. ut, 
ii. § 14 The echo of one of the falls of an old utterance. 
1879 Gro. Extor Coll. Breakf. P. 682 Mortal sorrows. .Are 
dying falls to melody divine. 

11. A sinking down or reduction in price, value, 


etc. ; depreciation. 

c1gss Epw. VI ¥rnZ. (1884) 39 There was a Proclamation 
fighed [signed] for shortening of the fallof the Mony. 1614 
Br. Hatt Recold. Treat. 127 Another. -hanging himselfe for 
the fall of the market. @ 1687 Petty Pol. Avith, (1690) 99 
‘The natural fall of Interest, is the effect of the increase of 


Mony, 1708 J. CHamperLayne S?¢. Gt. Brit. 1. 1. xiii. 
Grek 126 By the great fall of Monies now, the Sheriffs 
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authority. .is much diminished. 1814 Stock Exchange Laid 
Open 5 ‘The speculator .. anxiously looks for a fall. 1845 
M°Cuttocu Taxation u. xi. (1852) 380 The remarkable fell 
-.in the prices of corn. 1848 MacauLay Hist, Eng. 1. 189 
A sudden fall of rents took place. 


IIT. A falling from the erect posture. 


12. A falling to the ground: a. of persons. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 537 (Cott.) Hijs fete him bers up fra 
fall. c1440 Promp. Parv. 147 Fal, casus, lapsus. 1576 
Freminc Panopl. Epist. 285 They cannot avoyd the fall 
whereof they be in danger. 1632 Litrucow 7yrav. ut. 82 
Onely apprehended by a fall in his flight. 1809 W. Irvine 
Kunickerb. (1861) 224 Risingh .. hastened to take advantage 
of the hero’s fall. 1853 Lyrron J7y Novel in. ii, He felt the 
shock of his fall the miore, after the few paces he had 
walked. 

b. of a building, etc. ; fg. of an institution, etc. 
a1300 Cursor M, 28853 (Cott.) A wall bateild fast wit-vten 
fall. 1535 CovERDALE JZfatz. vii. 27 That housse. .fell, and 
great was the fall of it. 1576 FLeminc Panopl. Epist, 282 
Some are slaine with the soudaine ruine and fall of a bancke. 
1661 J. Cuitprey Brit. Bacon. 131 And the Elegies they 
commonly sing at their [stately Piles’] fall, 1756-7 tr. Keys- 
ler's Trav. (1760) Il. 447 He relates the fall of one of these 
wooden structures at Fidena. 1841 Lane Avad. Vets. I. 109 
The other by a fall of a house. 


13. Wrestling. The fact of being thrown on one’s 
back by an opponent ; hence, a bout at wrestling. 
Phrases, Zo geve, shake (Sc.), try, wrestle a fall. 
fit. and jig. Cf. Forn. 

1553 Even Jreat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 6 Not for one foyle 
or fal to be dismayd. 1600 Suaxs. A. VY. Z.1. ii, 216 You 
shall trie but one fall. 1602 Carew Cornwall 76a, Who- 
soever ouerthroweth his mate in such sort ..is accounted 
to giue the fall. 1645 R. Bamwrime Lef¢. (1775) Il. x1x 
We must wrestle a fall with some kind of creatures. 1676 
Corron Walton’s Angler u. vi. (1836) I. 371 Let him 
[a fish] come, I'll try a fall with him. 1686 Drypen Duchess 
of York's Paper Defended 125 As three Foils will go towards 
a Fallin Wrastling. 1768 Ross Hedenore 1. 141 Fu’ 0’ good 
nature..And kibble grown at shaking of a fa’. 1803 An- 
DERSON Cunbld. Ball. 62 At rustlin, whilk o’ them dare try 
hima faw? 1855 Kincstey Heroes u. ili. (1868) 216, I must 
wrestle a fall with him. 1868 Z7zzes 14 Apr. 6/5 France 
.. was not then ready to try a fall with Prussia. 1883 
Standard 24 Mar. 3/7 The final falls were wrestled be- 
tween Moffatt and Kennedy. 

14. A felling of trees ; concr. the timber cut down 
at one season. 

1572 Nottinghane Rec. iv. (1889) 141/29 In wyne iij. quartes 
.. fetched .. when the falle was appoynted xij d. a@1613 
Oversury WVewes, Newes fr. verie Countrie Wks. (1856) 176 
Justices of peace have the selling of underwoods, but the 
lords have the great fals. 1649 Buitne Eng. /mprov. Lnipr. 
(1652) 160 At every fall.. take a good .. Sampler growing 
of Ash or Willow. 1707 Lond, Gaz, No. 4373/4 The Fall of 
above 130 Acres of Wood Land..are to be sold. 1864 Fru. 
R. Agric. Soc. XXV. 1. 314 Beech woods. .are periodically 
thinned, and the fall used by wheelers and .. chair-makers. 
1879 Miss ees Shropsh. Word-bk. s. v., The young 
Squire. .’e'll falla sight of timber ; an’ a grand fall theer’ll be. 

+b. The roots and stumps of felled trees. Ods. 

1785 Puiturs Treat. Inland Nav. 40 Grubbing up 
the fall at fifty years, then planting again in the same place. 

e. Marl-digging: (see quot.; cf. 19 d). 

1847 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. VILL. u. 313 They. .proceed to 
make what are termed ‘ falls’..this is done by..undermin- 
ing at the bottom. .clay wedges shod with iron. .driven in at 
top..and..the clay splits down perpendicularly. 

15. Of a city or fortress: The fact of coming 
into the power of an enemy by capture or sur- 
render. 

1386 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 35 Achilles and 
Hector, that made the fall of Troy so famous. 1776 G1BBoN 
Decl. & F. (1887) IV. 499 The fall and sack of great cities. 
1816 E. Barnes Hist. Wars Fr. Rev. 1. xxiv, Immediately 
on the fall of Mantua, Bonaparte published a proclamation 
to his army. 1855 Macautay /7ist. Eng. III. 183 It was 
universally supposed that the fall of Londonderry could not 
be long delayed. ; 

16. fg. A succumbing to temptation; a lapse 
into sin or folly. In stronger sense: Moral ruin. 

awi225 Aucr. R. 326 Pet fifte ping is muche scheome pet hit 
is, efter val, to liggen so longe. a1300 Cursor M. 9770 
(Cott.) Adam .. moght wit na chance Of his fall get gain 
couerance, c14so tr. 7. a Kempis’ Lmit. 1. xxv. 37 The 
religiose man .. is open to a greuous falle. 1503-4 Act 19 
Flen. VI1, c. 28 Preamb., The Kinges Highnes .. beyng 
sory for eny suche untrougth and fall of eny of his sub- 
giects. 1587 Mirr. Mag., Humber xvi, Let my..fall..bee 
A glasse wherein to see 1f thou doswerue. a@1656 Br. Hay 
Rem. Wks, (1660) 415 He who before fel in over pleasing 
himself, begins to displease himself at his fall. 1758 S. 
Haywarp Ser. xvii. 516 They see the falls of those that 
profess a real love for him. 1826 DisrarLi Viv. Grey. v. 
xiii, The moral fall of a fellow creature ! 

b. Theol. Zhe fall, the fall of man: the sud- 
den lapse into a sinful state produced by Adam’s 
transgression. 

1300 [see prec.]. 1553 T. Witson Ihet. (1580) 42 The 
other Sacramentes .. were applied to mans nature after the 
fall. 21656 Br. Hart Rem. Wks. (2660) 359 Mans will since 
the fall hath of it self no ability to any Spiritual Act. 1698 
Kew. Exam. Th. Earth (1734)189 The Theorist..ridicul’d 
the Scriptural relation of the Fall. 1699 Burner 39 Art. 
ix, rx To return to the main point of the Fall of Adam. 
1875 Manninc Mission H. Ghost vi. 157 We are all con- 
scious of the effect of the fall. 

Cf. to be 


+17. cllipt. for: The cause of a fall. 


the death of, etc. Obs. 

1535 CoverDALE Ydg. ii. 3, 1 wil not dryue them out 
before you, that they maye be a fall ynto you. 1594 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol. t. iv. 56 The fall of Angels, therefore, was pride. 
1611 BiBLE Zecclus. v. 13 The tongue of man is his fall. 
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18. The fact of being struck down by calamity or 
disease, in battle, etc.; death, destruction, over- 
throw. 

cx2z05 Lay. 635 Paet ne mihte bes kinges folc of heom fael 
makien. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 7933 Pi falle I dessyre. 1595 
Suaks. Yohn i. iv. 141 But what shall I gaine by yong 
Arthurs fall? 16rx Biste Fudith viii. 19 Our fathers. .had 
a great fall before our enemies. 1659 B. Harris Parival's 
Iron Age 322 Now happened the fall of one of the greatest 
men in Europe..Oliver Cromwell. 1842 Macautay Lays, 
Lake Regillus xxix, And women rent their tresses For their 
great prince’s fall. 

IV. 19. As a measure. 

+a. The distance over which a measuring-rod 
‘falls’; esp. in fall of the perch (=b). Obs. 

_ The general sense in the first quot. may have been merely 
inferred by Folkingham from the specific use. 

1610 W, FoikincHam Art of Survey u. iv. 52 Lineal Fals. 
Lineall dimensions are diuersified..as Inches, Palmes [etc.]. 
Lbid. i, vii. 59 Acres .. differ in Content according to the 
. lineal Fall of the Pearch. 

b. A lineal measure (orig. = perch, pole, rod), 
the 4oth part of a furlong, varying in actual extent 
according to the value locally assigned to this. 

App. peculiar to northern and north midland districts, where 
the furlong was larger than the present statute furlong. 

1597 Skene De Verb. Sign. s. v. Particata, Sa meikle 
lande as in measuring falles vnder the rod or raip, in length 
is called ane fall of measure, or ane lineall fall. 1662 Duc- 
DALE Hist, Linbanking & Draining 165 Another [Gote] to 
be set fourscore falls beneath the old Sea Gote. 1869 PrEa- 
cock Lonsdale Gloss., Hau’, a rood of lineall land-measure 
of seven yards. 3 

ce. The square measure corresponding to the 
above; the 160th part of a customary acre. Now 
only in Scotland, where it = 36 square ells. 

[1319 Charter Contshead Priory, Lancs. in Dugdale Mon. 
(1661) II. 425 Concessionem..de duabus acris, & tribus 
rodis terre, & triginta fallis.] 1597 Skene De Verb. Sign. 
s.v. Particata, Ane superficiall fall of Lande. .conteinis ane 
lineall fall of bredth and ane lineall fall of length. 1629 
Manch. Court Leet Rec. (1886) 111. 152 Adam Smith hath 
purchased... ffoure ffalles of land. 1760in Scotswanx 20 Aug. 
(1885) 5/3 Fourteen acres, thirty-three falls, and six ells of 
ground. 1827 Steuart Planter’s G. (1828) 343 At the rate 
of od. or 10d. per Scotch Fall (which is about one fifth part 
larger than the English Pole or Rod). 1864 A. McKay 
Hist. Kilmarnock 303 The Green then measured eighty- 
seven falls. oe ; 

d. Marl-digging. A measure of 64 cubic yards. 
(Perh. not in any way connected with the pre- 
ceding : see 14 C.) 

1849 Frvd. R. Agric. Soc. X. 1.27 The marl is calculated 
[in Lancashire] by the fall, which is 64 cubic yards. 

V. A falling to one’s share; a happening, oc- 
currence. 

+20. What befalls or happens to a person ; 
one’s fortune, ‘ case’ or condition, lot, appointed 
duty, etc. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 8117 Thy fall and pi faith is foule loste. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynton xii. 304 Fowle fall have I 
now yf I feyne me now. ¢1489 — Blanchardyn xx. 68 Held 
her hert..so ouer pressid wyth loue that she had to blanch- 
ardyn that she myght noo lenger hyde her falle. a 1533 
Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M1. Aurel (1546) P, A sodayne falle 
of mischaunce. 1631 Hreywoop Fair Maid of West ww. 
Wks. 1874 II. 393 What must my next fall be?- 1721 Wop- 
Row Corr. (1843) Il. 557 It is my fall to go to the next 
Assembly. 1785-6 Burns Address to Deil xvi, Black be 
your fa! 1832-53 Whdstle-binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. m1. 121 
Fair be thy fa! my Phozbe Graeme. 


+ 21. The date of occurrence (of days). Ods. 


1583 Stuspes Anat. Abdus, u. 66 [The almanac may be 
useful] to distinguish winter from sommer, spring from har- 
uest, the change of the moone, the fall of euerie day. 

+22. The descent (of an estate, etc.). Ods. rare. 

1579 J. Srusses Gaping Gulf Diij, Noble men .. in their 
ysuall conveighances do marshall the fal of theyr inherit- 
ances by limitation vpon limitation. 

VI. In various concrete applications. 

23. An article of dress. a. A band or collar 
worn falling flat round the neck, in fashion during 
the seventeenth century. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie m1. Wks. 1856 II]. 223 Under 
that fayre ruffe so sprucely set, Appeares a fall, a falling- 
band forsooth! 1608 Macuin, etc. Dumb Aunt. 1. in Hazl. 
Dodsley X. 122 The French fall, the loose-bodied gown, the 
pin in the hair. 1640 G., H. MWit’s Recreations No. 250 
A question tis why women weare a fall. 1852 THACKERAY 
Esmond m1. viii, His lordship was represented in his scarlet 
uniform..with..a fall of Bruxelles lace. 1858 SmmmMonps 
Dict. Trade, Fall, a border of lace to the neck-part or body 
of a lady’s evening dress. 

b. A kind of veil worn by women; esp. one 


hanging from the front of the bonnet. 

1611 Tourneur A¢h, Trag. i. i, There are those Falles 
and Tyres I tolde you of. 1818 Miss Ferrier Marriage 
xxiv, The Chantilly fall which embellished the front of her 
bonnet. 1865 Ann. Reg. 48 Miss Kent wore a thick fall, 
which almost screened her face from view. 

ce. In various applications: (see quots.) 

1634 T. Carew Calum Britannicum 2 Mercury descends 
..upon his head a wreath with smal fals of white Feathers. 
1688 R. Horme Avmoury m1. 258/x Some. -have.. Falls or 
long Cufts to hang over the Hands, 1726 SHELVvocKE Voy. 
round World (1757) 112 The Montera or Spanish cap, made 
with a fall to cover their neck and shoulders. 1869 Mrs. 
Paxuiser Lace iv. 49 The..ladies wore their sleeves covered 
up to the shoulders with falls of the finest Brussels lace. 


24. Bot. in pl. Those parts or petals of a flower 
which bend downward. 
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1794 Martyn RNousseau’s Bot. xiv. 155 The three outer: 
most of these parts .. are bent downwards, and are thence 
called falls. 1882 Garden 22 Apr. 284/2 The ‘falls’..are 
pure ivory-white. 

5. The moveable front of a piano, which comes 
down over-the key-board. 

26. Mech. The loose end of the tackle, to which 
the power is applied in hoisting. 

1644 Manwarinc Seaman's Dict. 38 The small roapes 
which we hale-by in all tackles, is called the fall of the 
tackle. 31752 SMEATON in Phil. Trans. XLVI. 495 The .. 
line, by which the draught is made..commonly called, the 
fall of the tackle. 1828 J. M. Spearman Srit, Gunner (ed. 
2) 184, 7 .. assists .. in passing the fall round the windlass. 
1848 Layarp Nineveh II. xiii. 80 The ends, or falls of the 
tackle. .being..held by the Arabs. — 

b. An apparatus for lowering bales, etc. ; also 
Naut. in pl. 

1832 Marryat JV. Morster x, Overhaul the boat’s falls. 
1860 [see 29 fall-way]. 1881 W. C. RusseLt Saz/or's 
Sweetheart I, viii. 289 The port boat’s falls were. . provided 
with patent hooks, which sprang open and released the boat 
the mpment she touched the water. 


+27. An alleged name for a covey or flight (of 


woodcocks). Ods. 

c1430 Lyne. Hors, Shepe. § G. 30. 
Alban's F vj b. 

VIL. attrib. and Como. 

28. a. attributive (sense 2), as /all-feed,, -plowing, 
etc. b. objective (sense 13), as fall-giver, -taker. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 1. 76 The fall-giuer to be exempted 
from playing againe with the taker. 1677 W. Hussarp 
Narrative 1. 14 Offering..to pay forty Beaver Skins at the 
next Fall-Voyage. 1788 Franxiin Awtobiog. Wks, 1887 I. 
286 The orders .. for insurance .. for fall goods. 1821 in 
Cobbett Rw. Rides (1885) I. 3 Whole families were fre- 
quently swept off by the ‘fall-fever’. 1848 CHANDLER in 
Grnl. R. Agric, Soc. YX. u. 524 All the manure from the 
fall-feed is left where made. 1856 OtmstED Slave States 
663 The improvement had been effected entirely by draining 
and fall-plowing. 

29. Special comb.: fall-board, a shutter hinged 
at the bottom ; +fall-bridge, a boarding-bridge at- 
tached to the side of a ship; fall-cloud (see quot.) ; 
fall-(iron) door (see quot.) ; fall-fish (see quot.) ; 
fall-gate, dial. (see quot.); fall-pippin U. S., 
a certain variety of apple; fall-trap=F ALL sd ; 
fall-way (see quot.); fall-wind, a sudden gust ; 
+ fall-window = fall-board; *fall-wood, wood 
that has fallen or been blown down. 

1820 Blackw. Mag. June 281 A pair of *fall-boards belong- 
ing toa window. 1375 Barsour Bruce xvu. 419 Thai the 
schip on na maner Micht ger cum till the vall so neir That 
thair *fall-brig mycht reik thar-till. 1823 T. ForsTer 
Atmos. Phenont, i. § 4 (ed. 3) 12 heading, Of the Stratus or 
*Fallcloud. 1837 C. V. IncLepon Taus2s 207 A *fall iron 
door, which answered the double purpose of door, and draw- 
bridge. 1812 J. Henry Camp. agst. Quebec 32 A delicious 
chub which we calla *fall-fish. 14.. Brome Comunpl. Bk. 
(1886) 165 Ony man that hath no3te hangyd his *fal-zates at 
resonable tymes. 1795 Marsuatt 2. Nor. Gloss. (E.D.S.), 
Fail-gate, a gate across a public road. 1886 Chester Gloss., 
Fail-gate, a gate across the high road. 1817-8 CoBBETT 
Resid. U.S. (1822) 16 The wind 1s knocking down the *fall- 
pipins for us. 1885 Ror Drivex back to Eden 262 Fall 
pippins and greenings. ¢1450 Henryson Uplandis Mous 
§ Burges Mous 90 Poems (1865) 111 Of cat, nor *fall-trap, 
I haif na dreid. 1837 Cartyte Fy. Rev. (1872) IT. vir. 1. 
213 Deadly ginsand falltraps. 1860 Bartietr Dict. Amer., 
*Fall-way, the opening or well through which goods are 
raised and lowered bya fall. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., 
*Fall-wind. 1422 Searchers Verdicts in Surtees Misc. 
(1890) 16 The *falle wyndow to y® streteward. c 1524 
Churchw. Acc. St. Mary Hill, London (Nichols 1797) 126 
Two lode of *fawle wode. 1528 Papers Earls of Cunber- 
Zand in Whitaker's Hist, Craver (1812) 308 Item, 3 load of 
falwood and bavings, 3s. 4d. 

380. With adverbs forming combs. (rarely occur- 
ring in literary use) expressing the action of the 
corresponding verbal combinations (FALL v. XI) ; 


as fall-off, fall-out, etc. 

1862 SALA Accepted Addr. 145 A ferocious fall-out about 
an abominable little Skye terrier. 1889 Pad/ Mail G. 23 
Aug. 2/1 A steady income from advertisements makes a 
slight fall off in the sale of less consequence. 

Fall (f91), 53.2. Forms: 1 fealle, 5 falle, felle, 
9 Sc. fa, 8- fall. [OE. (wuis-) fealle wk. fem. (= 
OHG. /faila), f. feallan to Faut.] Something 
that falls; a trap-door, trap. Cf. PITFALL, SPRING- 
FALL. 

[a 1000 Voce. in Wr.-Wiilcker 477 PeZx, musfealle.]_ ¢1440 
Prontp, Parv. 147 Falle, or mowstrappe, wuscipila, dect- 
pula. 1772 T. Simpson Vernein-Killer 6 By a Fall is meant 
a wire door, hung at the top instead of the sides. 1802 
S1wBacp Gloss., Fa, trap for mice or rats. 1823 J. D. Hunter 
Captivity N. Amer. 114, 1 had constructed several falls. . 
in the vicinity of the beaver houses. es 

Fall ({91), 53.8 [Perh. a local Sc. pronunciation 
of whale; in Aberdeenshire wh is pronounced (£).] 
Whale-fishing. a. The cry given when a whale is 
sighted, or seen to blow, or harpooned. b. The 
chase of a whale or school of whales. Loose fall 
(see quots. 1820 and 1867). 

a. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. u. (1711) 156 When they see 
Whales. .they call into the Ship, Fall, fall. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fall! a Fall! the cry to denote that 
the harpoon has been effectively delivered into the body of 


hale. 
a8 18z0 W. Scoressy Ace. Arctic Reg. II. 237 When the 


whole of the boats are sent out, the ship is said to have ‘a 


Hence 1486 Bk. Sét. 


$ 
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loose fall’ Zid. IT. 534 Sometimes ro or 12 fish are killed 
‘ata fall’, 1867 SmytH Sadlor’s Word-bk., Loose fall, the 
losing of a whale after an apparently good opportunity for 
striking it. 

Fall (fol), v. Pa.t. fell (fel); pa. pple. fallen 
(f9Vn). Forms: Jzfix. 1 feallan, 3-5 falle(n, 
south. valle(n, 3-6 fal, (5 fale, fulle, 6 faul(e, 
Sc. faa, fawe, 8-9 Sc. fa’, 3- fall. a. ¢. 1-3 
féoll, 2, 3 feol, fol(l, 2-3 south. veoll, 2-4 
ful(l, 3 south. vul, 2-6 fel, 2 south. vel, 4-5 
felle, (4 fele), 4 south. velle, 4-5 fil(i(e, fylle, 
4 south. vill, 3- fell; weak forms: 4 felde, 
6 falled. Ja. pple. 1 feallen, 4-5 fallin, -yn, (4 
faleyn), 5-8 faln(e,(6faulen), Sc.6fawin,S fawn, 
9 fa’(e)n, 3- fallen ; also 4 falle, 4-5 fal, (7 fell), 
5-7 fall; also 6 weak form falled. [A Com. Teut. 
redupl, str. vb. (wanting in Gothic): OE. feallan = 
OF ris. falla, OS. fallan (Du. vallen), OHG. fallan 
(MHG. vallen, mod.G. fallen), ON. falla (Sw. 
falla, Da. falde) :—OTeut. *fallan (pa. t. *fefall-), 
perh.:—pre-Teut. *pia/-n- cognate with L. falléve to 
deceive; more certainly cognate is Lith. pz/¢i to fall; 
the Gr, opadAey (if f. root sghe/) is unconnected. 

In the intransitive senses often conjugated with 4e.] 

I. To descend freely (primarily by ‘ weight ’ or 
gravity): opposed to ‘rise’, 

1. zztr. To drop from a high or relatively high 
position. Const. +272, zvto, to, on, upon; also, to 
the earth, ground. 

c890 K. Atrrep Mefra v. 15 (Gr.) Him on innan feld 
muntes mezenstan. @x1000 Crist 1526 (Gr.) Hi sceolon rade 
feallan on grimne grund. cx175 Lamb. Hom. 61 Pe angles 
of heouene uolle for heore prude in to helle. ¢ 1200 Tvin. 
Coll, Hom. 155 Sum of pe sed ful uppe be ston. a@12z5 
Ancr. R. 58 3if eni unwrie put were, & best feolle per inne. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 24538 (Cott.) Pe tere fell o min ei. 1382 
Wycur Afatt. xxi. 44 Vpon whom it [this stoon] shal falle 
it shal togidre poune hym. a 1400-50 Alexander 509 Pis 
egg, or be kyng wyst, to pe erth fallis. c1430 Syx Gener. 
(Roxb.) 2866 Malachias was fal of the toure. 1526 Pélgr. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 166 [The ball] mysseth the hande & 
falleth to the grounde. 1596 SHaxs. Jamz. Shr. i. ii. 163 
All amaz’d the Priest let fallthe booke. 1601 — Ad?’s Well 
1v. iii. 217 His braines are forfeite to the next tile that falls. 
1632 LirHcow Jvav. v. 190 Two of our Asses fell ouer a 
banke. 1774 Gotps. Wat. Hist. (1776) 1.222 The water falls 
three hundred feet perpendicular. 1818 SHetiey Le?t. [taly 
10 Nov., A plant more excellent than that from which they 


[seeds] fell. 1875 Jowetr Plato (ed. 2) I. 84 Astone.. fell 
on the deck at his feet. 


b. Proverb. Fall back, fall edge: come what 
may; through thick and thin. Cf. Back sd,1 4. 

1622 Masse tr. Alesman’s Guzman da’ Alf. 1.9 Fall backe, 
fall Edge, goe which way you will to worke, 1781 Cowrrr 
Let. 13 May. 1830 Scorr Fru. 21 Dec., Fall back, fall 
edge, nothing shall induce me to publish what [etc.]. 

ec. fig. esp. with reference to descent from high 
estate, or from moral elevation. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 8992 (Cott.) He fell fra liue and saul hele. 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 215/2 To exclude hem from the 
felicite that they fil fro. 1621-51 Burton Axat. Mel. 1. i. 
11. xi. 29 Falne from his first perfection. 1707 Norris 7veat. 
Humility v. 199 Pride..made them. .fall from goodness and 
happiness. 1813 Byron Giaour 139 No foreign foe could 
quell Thy soul, till from itself it fell. 1818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) II. 469 A fruit fallen from what is the creditor’s, 1890 
T. F. Tour Hist. Eng. front 1689, 45 In 1719 Alberoni fell 
through a Court intrigue. 

d. of what comes or seems to come from the 
atmosphere (é. g. hail, rain, lightning, etc.), and by 
extension of heaven, the stars, etc. 

c1000 /ELrric Lxod. ix. 19 Se hazol him on utan feald. 
cx1000 Ags. Ps. |xxi[i]. 6 Se stranga ren fealled on flys her. 
¢ 1320 Sir Tristr. 1936 Of snowe was fallen aschour. 1393 
Lancu. P. PZ. C. ty. 102 Penne falleb per fur on false menne 
houses. c1400 MAuNDEV. (1839) xiv. 152 The dew of heuene 
..falleS vpon the herbes, 1523 Lp. Berners Froiss. I. evi. 
128 Y° stones..semed lyke thondre falled fro heuyn. 1614 
Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 499 What if heaven fall, say you? 
1630 Lorp Persees 44 Fire .. occasioned by lightning falling 
on some tree. 1671 R. Bonun Disc. Wind 236 Rain, falling 
» ry Bucket-fuls. 1842 Tennyson Morte d’ Arthur 
262 Where falls not hail or rain or any snow. 1856 Mrs. 
Brownine Aur. Leigh u1. 97 The thunder fell .. and killed 
a wife. 

e. fig. of calamity, disease, fear, sleep, ven- 
geance, ctc, 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 10270 (Cott.) For pis resun Es fallen on 
be pis malicoun. c1320 Sir Tristy, 2951 Maugre on me 
falle 3ify be wold slo! ¢1346 Prose Psalterliv.[lv.] 4 Drede of 
dep felvp me. c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 266 Pe frenesie fil 
on hir. @1533 Lv. Berners onli 171 A grete mysfortune 
fell apon vs. 1568 Grarton Chvox. II. 16 Great moreyne 
fell upon brute beastes. 1611 Bis_e Ge. ii. 2t God caused 
a deepe sleepe to fall ypon Adam, 1655 Futter Ch. List. 
Iv, i. §20 Most fiercely fell their fury on the Dutch. 1751 
Jortin Ser, (1771) II. x. 200 Calamities. . fall upon the good 
and the bad. 1860 Sir T. Martin Horace 112 Wonder fell 
on all, 1870 Rocers //ist, Gleanings Ser, u. 48 A fiery 
persecution fell on the Lollards. 1886 A. SerGeant Vo Saint 
II. vi. 132 A great stillness fell upon the place. 

f. of darkness, night, etc. 

a@1613 Oversury Characters, Fair & happy milk-mayd, 
When winter euenings fall early, 1771 Mrs, Grirritn tr. 
Viaud’s Shipwreck 86 Night began to fall. 1805 Scotr 
Last Minstr. 11, 24 The evening fell, "I'was near the time 
of curfew bell. 1841 Loncr. Excelsior 1 The shades of 
night were falling fast. 1862 TyNDALL Mountaineer. ii, 11 
Soft shadows fell from shrub and rock. 1885 STEVENSON 
Dynamiter 104 ‘Vhe night fell, mild and airless. 
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2. To become detached and drop off. a, Of 
feathers, the hair, leaves, etc.: To drop off or out. 


b. Of clothes: To slip off. 

1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 313 He let hym myd hors to drawe.. 
Pat pe peces filelle of ys fless aboute. a 1300 Cursor A. 3569 
(Cott.) Pe freli fax [biginnes] to fal of him. 1530 Patscr. 
544/1 Se howe his heares fall. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s 
Husb. W. (1586) 165b, His [peacock’s] taile falling everie 
yeere, 1611 Bisie Lev. xiii. 40 The man whose haire is 
fallen off his head. 1852 THackeray Esmond 1. ix, Her 
hair fell, and her face looked older. 1854 Frud. R. Agric. 
Soc. XV. 11. 353 The foetal incisors and tushes .. rarely fall 
before this period, notwithstanding they be worn to the gums. 

jig. ax4oo0 in Retr. Rev. Aug. 1853. 419 Clerkyn lowe fal 
from me So doth 3e lef on grofystre. 1850 Dickens Child's 
Dream of Star in Househ. Words 1. 26 My age is falling 
from me like a garment. 1889 Mrs. Lynn Linton 7/70’ 
Long Night V1. u. xiii. 196 Some of the quainter forms of his 
adopted speech were falling from him. 1890 Univ. Rev. 
May 84 My fevered mood fell from me. 

3. Of objects moving vertically as onahinge: To 
drop to a lower position. + Zhe orloge falles : 
(the hammer of) the clock strikes. 

a1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1866) 57 Before pat 
be orloge falles, or any belles rynges. 1621 FLETCHER 
Thierry & Theodoret 111. ii, The vault is ready, and the door 
conveys to 't Falls just behind his chair. 1808 Scorr Marm. 
1. iv, Let the drawbridge fall. 1816 J. Smirn Panorama 
Set. & Art I. 15 Such a hammer will, as it is technically 
termed, fall well. 188 GREENER Guz (1888) 139 The block 
iS pels in position by a spring stud until the hammer 
falls. 

4. To drop, come or go down, in a given direc- 
tion or to a required position ; chiefly in ¢o let fall 
(an anchor, curtain, sail, etc.). Also, To let fall 
(a perpendicular): to draw so as to meet a base 
line. Ofa lash: To be brought down. 

1593 Suaxs. Rom. §& Ful. 1v. i. 100 Thy eyes windowes 
fall. 1594 — Rich. J//, v. iii. 116, I let fall the windowes of 
mine eyes, 1626 Carr. Smity Accid. Yung. Seamen 27 Let 
fall your fore sayle. 1667 Primatr City § C. Build. 161 Let 
a Perpendicular line fall upon the Base, 1696 tr. Dz Mont’s 
Voy. Levant 98 Let falla Ladder of Ropes, 1698 T, FroGER 
Voy. 69 We.. let fall Anchor. 1816 PLayrair Nat. Phil. 
(1819) II, 18 The perpendicular is to be let fall .. from the 
star on the meridian, 1881 Besant & Rice Chafl. Fleet 
I. 187 The cruel cat falling at every step upon their naked 
and bleeding shoulders. 1889 Repent. P. Wentworth II. ix. 
179 The curtain fell on the fourth act. 

To hang down, extend downwards, 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush, 111. (1586) 115 His mane 
.-falling on the right side. 1665 Sir T. Hersert T7vav. 
(1677) 365 A party-coloured Mantle which falls no deeper 
than the knees. 1745 P.'THomas Fraud. Anson’s Voy. 337 
From the Ridge of his [Zebra’s] Back down to his Belly, 
fall several streaks of various Colours. 1 Puities & 
Wits Sybil Ross's Marriage i. 5 Golden hair fell in great 
masses upon her shoulders. 1892 Sfeaker 3 Sept. 289/2 
Wild rose .. falling in close exquisite veils of pink and 
green. 

5. Of the young of animals: To be ‘dropped’ 
or born. 

a1400-50 Alexander 2081 Mare fersere in feld fell neuire 
of modire. 1532-3 Act 34 Hen. VIII, c.7 Any maner yonge 
suckinge calfe .. which shall happen to fall or to be calued. 
1595 SHAKS. ¥ohn 111. i. 90 Let wiues with childe Pray that 
their burthens may not fall this day. 1617 Markuam Cava, 
1, 32 Ifa foale fall early in the yeare. 1711 Appison Sect. 
No. 121 pr A Lamb no sooner falls from its Mother, but 
immediately [etc.]. 1844 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. V. 1. 175 
Calves that fall early enough to be fattened before grass time. 
1864 /bid. XXV,. u. 296 The lambs should fall in May. 
Zs 1892 Standard 12 Feb. 2/3 A plan which fell still- 

orn. 

6. Of speech, etc.: Zo fall from (a person, his 
mouth): to issue or proceed from, 

1605 Br, Harr Medit. § Vows 11. § 88 It was an excellent 
rule that fell from Epicure. 1770 W. Hopson Ded. Temple 
of Solomon 1 Wisdom falling from his Tongue. 1813 Hoce 
Queews Wake 182 The wordis that fell fra her muthe War 
wordis of wonder. 1890 Harfer’s Mag. June 45/1 ‘Every 
word that fell from her lips. 

II. To sink to a lower level: opposed to 
‘rise’. 

7. To descend, sink 27220, Zo. 
mate things. 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 287 Whanne pe spiritis fallip ban 
a mannes vertues failen, /ézd. 350 And pan do hem to seb- 
ing on pe fier til be herbis falle to be botme. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 172 Flies .. steady in one place of the air, without 
rising or falling. 1682 Orway Venice Preserved 1. i, The 
obsequious billows fall And rise again. 1822 G. W. Mansy 
Fru. (1823) 31 Those immense bodies of ice the undulating 
swell... caused to rise and fall. @1843 Sourney Juchcape 
Rock 7 So little they [waves] rose, so fetle they fell. 1891 
J. Winsor Chr. Columbus 238 There were signs of clearing 
in the west, and the waves began to fall. 

b. To get into a low state, physically or mor- 
ally; to decline. + Zo fall ix age: to become 
advanced in years. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3563 (Cott.) Quen bat he bicomis alde, Til 
vnweild bigines to falle. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 212 If 
he be feble..& his pous falle. 1530 Patscr. 543/2 You fall 
in age apace. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 213 Fall’n to 
bee levell with their fellowes ; and from thence beneath them, 
toa mediocrity. 1667 Mitton P. Z, 1. 84 How fall’n ! how 
chang’d From him who .. didst outshine Myriads. 1728 
VENEER Sincere Penttent Pref. 6 How easy it may be .. to 
fall from one wickedness to another. 1820 Keats /sadel 
xxxii, Sweet Isabel By gradual decay from beauty fell. 
1845-6 Trencu //uds. Lect. Ser. 1. vili. 280 We fall below 
our position, 1879 Farrar St. Paul (1883) 49 He was 
ever falling and falling, and no hand was held out to 
help him. 


Now only of inani- 





FALL. 


te. Of a bird or rider: To alight. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 13563 His broder. . Fell vnto fote, & his 
fole esyt. 1535 CoverRDALE Judg. i. 14 She fell from the 
Asse. c1575 Bh. Sparhawkes (ed, Harding 1886) 16 That 
will make her fall at marke. 1619 Bert 7veat. //awkes 6 
You may perhaps finde her folly giue her leaue to fall again 
vpon the ground within. .twenty yards of you. 

+d. To go down hill. Ods. rare. 

1691 T. H[ate] Acc. New Jnvent. 123 For the Ships ease 

of falling into the Sea. ‘ 
+e. Of the sun, etc.: To go down; to sink, 
set. Ods. 

1633 2X. Fohnson's Kingd. & Commw.1g9 To places parellel, 
the Sunne neither riseth, nor falleth. 1658 T. WiLtsrorD 
Nature's Secrets 37 Those Asterismes. . That in the night do 
either rise or fall. 1669 Srurmy J/ariner's Mag. u. 85 The 
Sun..is descending, or as we commonly say he is fallen, 


8. Of land: To slope. 


1573 Tusser Hus. (1878) 100 Land falling..South or 
southwest, for profit by tillage is lightly the best. 1634 Sir 
T. Herpert Tvav. (1638) 31 Parts [of the earth] falling into 
fruitfull dales. 1694 SmitH & Watrorp Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 
1. (1711) 62 Rounds up. .in white Cliffs, and falls into shores. 
1862 Temple Bar Mag. 1V. 428 The high ground of the 
plateau falls towards this narrow strait. 

f a river or stream; To discharge itself, 


issue 2720. 

c 1205 Lay. 1401 Per Lzire falleS iba se. 1398 TRevisa 
Barth, De P. R. xu. iii. (1495) 442 The ryuer Downow.. 
fallith in to the See that hyghte Ponticum. 1490 Caxton 
Eneydos xxxiii. 122 The ryuer of tonyre..falleth there 
in to the see. 1613 Purcuas Pilgy. v. 1. 381 The Riuer 
Ganges. .falleth into the Gulfe of Bengala, 1705 ARBUTHNOT 
Coins (1727) 251 The Loir, and the Rivers that fall into it. 
1825 New Monthly Mag. XV. 397 Rivers that fall into 
Lake Huron. 1865 F. Haut in H. AH. Wilson's Vishnu 
Purdna VW. 150 A river Veri..falls into the Krishnia. 

+b. transf. of a road. Obs. 

1693 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. 1. 389 Lay ott the king’s road, 
where it may fall into the king’s old road. 1706 /éid. II. 276 
A Road. . falling into the Road leading to Philadelphia. 

10. Of water, flames, etc.: To subside. Of the 
tide: To ebb. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 1876 (Cott.) How sal we o pis waters 
weit Quedir pai be fulli fallen yeit? 1340 Hampote Pr. 
Conse. 1216 Pe se..Ebbes and flowes, and falles agayn. 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. Il. 451 Quhen that the flude war 
fawin. 1670 NarsorouGH Frvd. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. i. 
(1711) 66 The Water riseth and falls perpendicular ten Feet. 
1726 Swirt Gudliver 1. v, The tide was a little fallen. 1849 
Ruskin Sev. Lawips vii. § 3. 185 The ocean falls and flows. 
1886 SHoRTHOUSE Sir Percival ill. 99 Flames that leaped up 
suddenly and fell again. 1887 Earth and its Story I. 331 
The water suddenly rose an inch and fell again. 

Jig. 1632 Litucow Trav. m. 117 Not. . till it [Greece] fell to 
the lowest ebbe. 1705 Appison /¢alv Ded. A 2 Their Hopes 
.. rose or fell with Your Lordship’s Interest. 1819 SHELLEY 
Peter Bell the Third w. xxii, What though .. wit, like 
ocean, rose and fell? 1886 Lesterre Durant I. v. 66 The 
grand music rose and fell with a flood of sound. 

b. Of the wind, weather, etc.: To decrease in 
violence; to abate, calm down. Also in phrases, 
as it fell calm, a dead, flat calm. 

a 1300 Cursor MM. 24942 (Cott.) pestorm it fell. 1670 Nar- 
sorouGH Fr. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. 17 It fell calm this 
Afternoon. 1752 Wasuincton Barbadoes Frul. (1892) 73 
Ye Wind was fallen. 1840 R. Dana Bef Mast x. 24 Ina 
few minutes it fell dead calm. 1872 Howrits Wedd. 
Fourn. 5 The storm fell before seven o'clock, : 

ll. fg. Of the countenance: To lose animation ; 
to assume an expression of dismay or disappoint- 
ment. [Orig. a Hebraism. ] 

1382 Wycuir Gen. iv. 5 Caym was greetli wroth, and ther- 
with felle his chere. c1430 Syxv Gener. (Roxb.) 1882 Down- 
ward his chere lete he falle. 1611 Bis_tE Gen. iv. 5 Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell. 1718 Hickes & Net- 
son ¥, Kettlewell 1, ii. 13 As soon as he heard the Sound of 
Drum or Trumpet, his Countenance did always fall. 1816 
Scorr Antzg. vii, The countenance of the old man fell. 
1888 Q. Troy Tow viii. 81 Caleb’s face fell a full inch. 

12. To be lowered in direction, droop. Of the 


eyes: To be cast down. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary u. (1625) 48 The Peacocke. . 
stooping doune to his feet, his feathers fall with the selfe- 
sight immediatly. 16653 Hooke JZicrogr. 118 The tender 
Sprouts of it, after the leaves are shut, fall and hang down. 
1889 F. M. Crawrorp Gredfenstein I, xviii. 234 His eyes 
fell before her gaze. 

+13. Of anything heated or swollen: To settle 
down. Oés, 

1580 Baret Adv. F 92 The swelling falleth or asswageth. 
1632 Massincer & Fietp Fatal Dowry 111. i, Fall and cool, 
my blood! Boil not in zeal. 1665 Hooke AZicregr. 39 You 
shall find the parts of the upper Surface to subside and fall 
inwards. 1823 J. Bavcock Dom. Amusent. 186 If blisters 
do not fall, lay cloths over them steeped in vinegar. 

+b. To be worn down. Oés. rare —}. 

1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4499/4 One..rough Stone weighing 
about 21 Carrats, a Point something fallen. 

+14. To shrink ; esf. of an animal or a limb, 
to become lean, Also Zo fall in or out of flesh. 

1530 Pasar. 544/2, I fall out of flessche by reason of syck- 
nesse. 1599 SHAks. /Zev. I’, v. ii. 167 A good leg will fall. 
1615 Crooke Body of Alan g2 His body fell to the wonted 
scantling, a@166r FuLter Worthies (1662) ui. 38 The 
cattle. , will fall in their flesh, if removed to any other Pas- 
ture. 1686 J, Smit Natural Time 33 A Pendulum .. not 
being so subject to rise and fall, as others are. 1688 R. HoLmE 
Armory i. vii. 155/1 The tenth year the Temples [of a horse] 
fall. 17.. Swirt Direct. to Servants, The cattle are weak, 
and fallen in their flesh with hard riding, 

+b. Of the complexion: To grow pale. Odés. 
¢ 1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 564 That maketh my hewe 
to fal and fade. 


FALL. 


+15. Of a horse: Zo fall at or on the crest: to 
have the flesh or skin of the neck drooping or over- 
hanging. Cf. CREST-FALLEN. Ods. 

1697 Lond. Gaz. No. 3303/4 Lost..one white Nag.. fallen 
at the Crest with the Harness. 1701 /d/d. 3715/4 Stolen..a 
Sorrel Gelding. .falls on the Crest. 

16. Of (the fluid in) a meteorological instrument; 


To sink to a lower point. 

1658 WittsForD Nature's Secrets 154 If the water [ina 
weather glass] falls a degree in 6 hours. 1660 BoyLe Vew 
Exp. Phys. Mech. xxiii, They found the suspended mercury 
fall a little as they ascended the hill. 1798 tr. . 1. G, de la 
Perouse's Voy. round World Ii. x. 188 The barometer fell 
considerably, 1825 A. Catpcteucu Trav. S. Amer. 1. xi. 342 
The thermometer in the winter seldom falls to freezing, 1860 
Ap. Firz-Roy in Merc. Marine Mag. VU. 338 The quick- 
silver ranges, or rises and falls, nearly three inches, 1887 
C. C. Assott Waste-Land Wand. ii. 22 As I left the house 
the old mercury barometer was falling. 

b. Of temperature: To be reduced. 

1871 B. Stewart Heat § 11 When the amount of sensible 
heat in a body diminishes its temperature is said to fall. 
1890 Gd. Words Aug. 553/2 The sun’s temperature. .may be 
rising instead of falling. 

17. Music. To sound a lower note. 

1597 Mortry /xtrod, Mus. 71 If the base rise or fall, you 
must not rise and fall iust as manie notes as your base did. 
1674 PLayrorp Skil/ Mus. ut. 4 If your Bass should fall a 
seventh, it is but the same as if it did rise a second. 1706 
A, Beprorp Temple Mus, ix. 177 Teaching them first to 
rise, or fall Six or Eight Notes. 

18. Of a price, rate, rent, weight, etc.: To de- 
crease, diminish, or become reduced. 

1580 Barer Adv. F ox The price of victuall was not much 
fallen, 1602 Carew Cornwall 1. 20 b, When the price of 
corne falleth, men generally..breake no more ground, then 
will serue to supplie their owne turne. 1647 CowLry J7Zzs- 
tress, Bargaini, Let no man know The Price of Beauty faln 
so low! @1687 Perry Pol. Avith. Pref., The Rents of 
Land are generally fall’n. 1776 Apam Smit W, WN. 1, v. 
(1869) I. 45 The price of bullion has fallen below the mint 
price. 1890 Chamb. Frul. 10 May 303/t The number. . has 
fallen from four thousand to one thousand. 

b. Of articles for sale, investments, etc. ; To be 
lowered or diminished in price or value. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 62 Wools are as yet 
at high rate, but I thinke shortly they will fall. 1608 Br. 
Hatt Vert. & Vices 1. 131 The Covetous..would despach 
himselfe when corne falles. 1707 Cisner Double Gallant v. 
ii, May all the bank-stocks fall when I have bought ’em. 
1713 Swiet Frit. to Stella 6 Feb., My livings are fallen 
much this year. 180r H. C. Ropinson Diary I. 106 
Wheat has fallen in our market from 92s to 30s the coomb. 
1812 G. Cuatmers Dow, Econ, Gt. Brit, 466 The exchange 
fell below par. 


III. To lose the erect position (primarily with 
suddenness) : opposed to ‘stand’. 
*To become suddenly prostrate. 
19. intr. To be brought or come suddenly to the 


ground ; also, 70 fall prostrate, to the ground, etc. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 11760 (Cott.) Al pair idels .. fel vnto be 
grund. @1340 HAMpoLe /sa/tey xxi. 15 Pe iwes wend pat 
he sould haf fallen in till dust of ded. cx1340 Cursor M. 
23695 (Trin.) Mony floures..pat neuermore shal falle ne 
dwyne. 1393 Lancu. ?. P/. C. 1. 113 He ful for sorwe Fro 
hus chaire. @ 1400-50 Alexander 849 He stumbils. .& fallis. 
1486 Bk. St. Alban’s E vij b, Downe in to the steppis ther 
fallyn of his fete. 1556 Azvrelio § Jsab. (1608) L, The 
extreme sorrowe..made her fall as almoste dede to the 
earthe. 1592 SHAKs. Rom. §& Ful. 1. ii. 20, 1..am enioyn’d 
. .to fall prostrate here, And beg your pardon. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav. 11. 92 Where they fell, there they lay till the morne. 
1671 R. Bonun Disc. Wind 153 ‘Trees, and sturdy Oaks. . fell 
in this Tempest. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 170 
One may easily fall, as upon slippery Ice. 1719 Dr For 
Crusoe (1840) II. xiii. 279 My horse fell. 1840 Dickens 
Barn, Rudge vi, Starting aside I slipped and fell. 

b. jig.; esp. in Zo fall to the ground: to come 
to nothing; to be discredited or futile. 

1611 Biste Prov. xi. 28 He that trusteth in his riches, shall 
fall. 1634 W. Tirwuyrt tr. Balzac’s Lett. 237 Suffering that 
name to fall to ground. 1690 Locke Govt, 1. xi. (Rtldg.) 140 
The natural power of kings falls to the ground. 1795 His¢. 
in Ann. Reg, 126 The injurious epithets .. being proofless, 
fell to the ground. 1825 New Monthly Mag. XV. 51 False- 
hood is sure to fall tothe ground ultimately. 1848 MacauLay 
Hist. Eng. 1, 516 The proposition fell to the ground. /é/d. 
II. 16r Who .. could hope to stand where the Hydes had 
fallen? 1879 M. J. Guest Lect. Hist, Eng. xxxiv. 346 His 
great hopes fell to the ground, 

e. To come down oz (the point of) a sword, 
etc. In the Bible translations, after Heb. use: 
To throw oneself zfor. 

1382 Wycuir 1 Sa. xxxi. 4 So Saul cau3te his swerd and 
felle vpon it [1388 felde theronne]. c¢ 1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 67 He [a child] fel on pat knyf in be former partie 
of be prote. 1611 Bipte 1 Sav, xxxi. 4 Therfore Saul tooke 
a sword, and fell upon it. 1884 [So in R.V.]. 

d. Cricket. Of the wicket: To be knocked 
down by the ball in bowling. (By extension, the 
wicket is now said to fa/7 when the batsman is dis- 
missed in any way.) Const. Zo. 

1859 AlZ VY. Round No. 13. 306 It WAP aintul to see the 
Colonel’s expression as the sergeant’s wicket fell, 1882 
Daily Tel, 17 May, Robinson’s wicket falling to Palmer’s 
pee ee. 1890 Sat, Rev. 5 July 5/2 The sixth wicket. . fell 

or gt. 1 A 

20. Used (after Heb. idiom preserved in the Vul- 
gate) with reference to voluntary prostration : To 
prostrate oneselfin reverence or supplication. Const. 
before, to (a person), in early use with dat., at, *| ¢o 
(his feet, + hand), Also, 70 /a// on one’s face, knees. 
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971 Blickl. Hom. 27 Pas ealle ic pe sylle, zif pu feallest to 
me & me weorbast. c1000 Ags. Gosf. Luke xvii. 16 Pa 
cyrde he.. & feoll to hys fotum. cx1z0g5 Lay. 12716 Pe 
zrchebiscop feol [c1275 fulle] to bes kinges fot. a@1300 
Cursor M. 16632 (Cott.) Pai..on knes be-for him fell. Zdzd. 
25646 (Gétt.) Thre kinges com of thrin land to fal pi suete 
sun til hand and gaf him gift. 
Law’s T, 1006 Whan sche saugh hir fader .. Sche .. falleth 
him to feete. a1400-s0 Alexander 815 Lordis & othire 
Come to pat conquerour & on knese fallis. 1611 Biste 
Rev. xix. 10, I fell at his feete to worship him, 1614 Br. 
Hatr Recoll. Treat, 1069 ‘Their Governours fall on their 
faces to God. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. iii. 6 We 
fell on our knees before her. 18530 Mrs. Stowr Uncle 
Tom’s C. xxvii, ‘I’m sure of it’, said Tom, falling on his 
knees, . 

21. (fig. of 19). To succumb to attack or oppos- 
ing force. a. Of a fortified place, xarely, ofa ship: 
To be taken. 

1606 Suaxs, Tr. & Cy. v. vill. 11 So Illion fall thou. 1632 
J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 81 The forts left alone 
unsuccour'd, would afterwards fall of themselves. 1797 
Ne son in Nicolas Dzsf. II. 343 On the quarter-deck of a 
Spanish First-rate..did I receive the Swords of vanquished 
Spaniards. .thus fell these Ships. 1818 Byron ¥wan 1. lvi, 
When proud Granada fell. 1869 W. Lonoman Hist. Edw. 
IIT, x, Stirling fell before he could advance to its relief. 

b. Of an empire, government, institution, ete. : 
To be overthrown, come to ruin, perish. 

1780 Harris Philol. Eng. Wks. (1841) 514 After a succes- 
sion of centuries, the Roman empire fell. 1803 MAckintosH 
Def. Peltier Wks. 1846 III, 248 Ifit [the press] be to fall, it 
will fall only under the ruins of the British empire, 1818 
Byron Ch. Har. w. cxlv, When falls the Coliseum, Rome 
shall fall; And when Rome falls—the World. 1874 Green 
Short Hist. i. 20 The faith of Woden..was not to fall 
without a struggle, 1886 Mrs. C. Prarp AZiss Yacobsen 
I. i, 14 The Ministry was certain to fall in a short time. 

22. In moral sense: To yield to temptation, to 
sin ; esp. of a woman; To surrender her chastity. 

a1200 Moral Ode 158 in E. E. P. (1862) 32 It is strong to 
stonde longe & liht it is to falle. c1340 Cursor M. 25812 
(Fairf.) Wip how litel speche he mo3t haue couered mercy 
quen he felle. 1526 TiInpDALE Row. xi. g An occasion to 
faul. 1604 SuHaks, O¢h. tv. iii. 88 It is their Husbands faults 
If wiues do fall. 1667 Mitton P. Z. mt. 129 The first sort 
by their own suggestion fell, Self-tempted. 1758 S. Hay- 
WARD Sevm. xvii. 505 When he [David] fell so criminally 
and publickly with Bathsheba, 1869 Daily News 21 May, 
No girls... of any age who are suspected of having fallen. 
1875 Manninc A7fisston H, Ghost i. 12 ‘The first Adam..by 
sinning fell and died. 

23. To drop down wounded or dead; to die 
by violence ; rarely, by disease. Also + to fall dead. 

@ 1300 St, Andrew 104 in L. LE. P. (1862) ror As he hom- 
ward wende He ful ded. ¢1374 Cuaucer Axel, § Arc. 170 
Sheo fallethe dede as any stoone. ¢1570 Marr. Wit &- 
Science vy. i. in Dodsley O. P2. 1874 II. 382 He..fought 
and fell in open field. 1592 SHaKs. Rom. §& Ful. v. i. 62 
The life-wearie-taker may fall dead. 1634 Sir T. Hersert 
Trav. (1638) 115 A brave Prince .. fell by the axe of 
treachery. 1703 J.Savace Lett. Antients xliy. 106 If I had 
fallen in my Distemper. 1743 Burketey & Cummins Voy. 
S. Seas 75, | had no desire of falling by the Hand of Cap- 
tain C, 1874 Green Short Hist. ii.80 The greater part of 
the higher nobility had fallen in battle. 

+b. To be taken ill of (a disease). Ods. 

1538 Hen. VIII in Select. Hari. Misc. (1793) 146 Yrion 
of Brearton, John Cocke the pothecary, be fallen of the 
swett in this house, 1653 Evetyn Mem, 17 May, My 
servant..fell of a fit of apoplexy. 

e. of animals, Also in Sporting phraseol., To 
Jall to (one’s rifle): to be brought down by. 

1697 DrypEN 7x9. Georg. ut. 737 By the holy Butcher, if 
he [Ox] fell. 1823 Scoressy ¥rxZ, 289 Another whale .. 
fell under our lances. 1892 H. Cuicuester in Dict. Nat. 
Siog. X XIX. 116/1 Seven lions fell to his rifle in one day. 

+d. jig. To lapse, die out, expire. Ods. 

1523 Lp. Berners /’voiss. I. Ixiv. 86 heading, The duke 
dyed without heyre, wherby the dyscencion [descent] fell. 
a 1735 Burnet Own Time 11. 109 An additional excise, that 
had been formerly given, was now falling. 1754 Erskinr 
Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 187 A tack .. granted to a single 
woman, falls by her marriage. 

e. Cards, To be captured by (a higher card). 

1712 Pore Rage of the Lock iii. 64 Ev’n mighty Pam. .now 
destitute of aid Falls undistinguish’d by the victor spade. 
1889 ‘B. W. D.’ & § Cavenpisu’ Whist 2 A.. leads knave 
of spades, to which nine, eight, and seven fall. did. 58 
The knave of diamonds must fall to the king. 

24., Phrases (with sense varying betw. 21 and 23). 
To fall a prey, sacrifice, victim to. lit. and fig. 

1648 BoyLe Sevaph. Love xiv. (1700) 85 Thousands fall 
sacrifices to the severer Attribute. @1774 FEeRGusson Drink 
Eclogue Poems (1845) 52 The ox. .fa’s a victim to the bluidy 
axe. 1825 New Monthly Mag. XV. 523 He..fell a victim 
to his error, 1839 T. Beare Spevm Whale 298 Brave men 
have at various times fallen a sacrifice to this kind of daring. 
1885 MJanch. Exam. 6 July 4/6 The .. books fell a prey to 
the flames. 

25. To stumble +07, zz/o; to be drawn or 
forced z7¢o (danger, fire, a pit, etc.) ; + to be caught 
7m (a snare). 

c1o00 Ags, Gosp. Matt. xvii. 15 Oft he fylb on fyr, & 
gelomlice on weter. c1400 Nom. Rose 6650 If ye fillen in 
her laas. 1456 How Wise Man taught Son 64 in Hazl. 
E, P. P. (1864) 171 Comon women..Maks 30ngmen.. fulle 
yndanger. 1548 Hatt Chron. 152 Aman entending to avoide 
the smoke, falleth into the fyre. 1564 Complaint Sinner 
in Sternhold, etc. Psalms, The righteous man falleth now.. 
or than In daunger of thy wrath. 1585 J. B. tr. P. Viret’s 
Sch. Beastes C ij, To make them to fall into their nettes. 
1611 Bisce A wos iii, 5 Can a bird fall in a snare vpon the 
earth, where no ginne is for him? — Acts xxvii. 17 They 
. .fearing lest they should fall into the quickesands, strake 


¢1386 Cuaucer Man of 
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saile, 1694 F. Braccr Disc. Paradles xiv. 477 He per- 
ceives not the dangers under his feet till he falls into them, 
1823 Scoresby 3772, 390 In readiness for bringing up, if 
we seemed to be falling into danger. 1877 Miss Yoncr 
Cameos Ser, ut. vii. 62 They fell into the ambush and were 
all cut off. 
b. fig. Zo fall into (error, sin, etc.). 

c1175 Lamb, Hom. 63 God. .3ife us swa his will to donne... 
pat we nefallen naut ine sunne. a 1300 Cursor M. 25400(Cott.) 
Lat us in na fanding fall. 1340 Hampotr Px. Consc. 3438 
In swa many veniel syns we falle. ¢ 1449 Prcock Repr. 1. 
ix. 199 So mi3ti men..fillen into ydolatrie. c 1500 Lancelot 
1322 Yow art fallyng in the storng vengans Of goddis wreth. 
1553 Even 77eat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 10 Saynete Augustyne 
. fell into a chyldishe errour. 1611 Bint x 77%. iii. 6 Lest 
--hee fall into the condemnation of the deuill. 1649 Br. 
Hatt Cases Conse. 1. vii. 64 The necessity into which you 
are fallen. 1711 STEELE Sect. No. 53 ® 4 Many new Vani- 
ties which the Women will fall into. 1751 Jortin Serv, 
(1771) III. i. 2x Many persons fall into mistakes in their 
notions of happiness. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 202 An 
error into which we have fallen. 


** With the additional notion of breaking up. 

26. Of a building, etc. : To come down in frag- 
ments. 

¢ 1275 Lay. 15949 Pine walles fulle. 1382 Wycuir /sa. xxi. 
9 He answerde, and seide, Is falle, is falle Babilon. c1450 
Merlin 37 ‘The toure fallith. 1563 Furr Meteors (1640) 
20 b, The people were faine to dwell abroad in the fields. . 
for feare their houses would fall on their heads. 1608 D. T. 
Ess. Pol. §& Mor. 64 Though the wide world, being broke, 
should chance to fall, Her may the ruines hurt, but not 
appall. 1755 Let. in Gentl, Mag. Dec. 561 At the time the 
city [of Lisbon] fell. .on the opposite side of the river..many 
houses also fell. 1829 Mirman Hist. Fews xvi. (1878) 391 
One of them [towers] had fallen with its own weight, 


b. Of a substance: To crumble. 

1770-4 A. Hunter Georg. Ess. (1803) I. 30 Clay, well limed, 
will fall in winter, . 

+e, Of a vessel (in the body): To break down. 
Of a stitch ; To give way. Ods. 

1615 Crookr Body of Man 83 How shal it passe that way 
after those passages and pores are falne. 1654 WHITLOCK 
Zootomia gt Let the Taylor..undertake to mend a stitch 
fallen in their Bodies. 

27. To fall in or to + mould, pieces, powder : to 
break up into fragments, and drop. Similarly, 
to fall in two, asunder. In mod, use Zo fall to 
preces is often transf. and fig.; cf. 90, come to pieces 
(see PIECE). 

¢ 1340 Cursor M, 22798 (Fairf.) Quen godd will sua .. bat 
mans flexs to mold se fall. 1398 ‘TRevisa Barth. De P. KR. 
xl. 1. (1495) 438 By strengthe of grete driness therth shulde 
falle to powder. 1665 Hooke MZicrogr. 133 The casual 
slipping out of a Pin had made several parts of his Clock fall 
to pieces. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1698) I. 215 His Ship. . being 
old and rotten fell in pieces. 1799 E. Kine AZunimenta 
Antigua 1. 309 ‘They fell to pieces on being touched. 1820 
Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 254 The whole mass falls 
asunder. 1832 Fr. A. Kemsie Left, in Rec. Girlhood 
(1878) III. 214 The whole concern must collapse and fall 
to pieces. 1878 Mortey Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. 200 
Would it have been better. .for the old belief gradually. .to 
fall to pieces. 1882 Standard 9 Dec. 2/8 The crew rapidly 
fell to pieces. ; ; ; 

+b. Zo fallin two, to pieces: (Sc.) to give birth 
to a child; cf. 4oc. Obs. 

1781 Bentuam Wes. (1843) X. 111 Mrs. Dunning. .is just 
ready to fall to pieces. 1788 Picken Poens, Edina 43 She 
fell in twa wi’ little din. 

IV. 28. To move precipitately or with violence ; 
to rush, Ods, exc. combined with preps., as in Zo 
fall wpon, to assault (see branch X). + 70 fall 
about (a person’s) ears: to assail suddenly with 


blows. 

c1400 Desty, Troy 2867 Other folke vpon fer fell thedur 
thicke. Y4éd. 13171 Pai fell to me fuersly, & my folke slogh. 
a@ 1400-50 Alexander 1133 With bat be flammand flode fell 
in his ejen. 1632 J. Havwarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 163 
Many Galleyes fall towards them so suddenly. 1660-1 
Pepys Diary 23 Mar., His master fell about his ears and 
beat him. 

V. To be determined to a specified position or 
object ; to have a certain incidence. 

29. Of a missile or moving body, a movement ; 
also, of light, the sight, etc. : To have or take its 
direction; to be determined or directed ; to settle 
or impinge. Const. 07, upon. So also of sound, 
To fall upon the ear: 

1658 WittsrorD Nature's Secrets 61 A Rain-bow. -formed 
by the light rays of the Sun falling upon vapours. .opposite 
unto him, 1665 Hooke AZicrogr. 74 The ting’d Rays. . past 
through them, and fell on a sheet of white Paper, 1709 
BerxeLey 7h, Vision § 35 The rays falling on the pupil. 
1793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 229 She..fell upon the south 
reef near the highest part. 1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales 
I. 290 A random spear..fell wide ofhim. 1865 J. G. Brrt- 
ram Harvest of Sea (1873) 236 The spawn falls at a con- 
siderable distance from the place where it has been emitted. 
1878 G. Macponatp Phaztastes II. xvi. 53 The sound of a 
closing door. .fell on my ear. 1886 A. SerGeant Vo Saint 
II. vi. 131 His eye fell.,.upon Cissy. 1890 Sfectator 10 
May, The dreary forest, where full light never falls. 1892 
Temple Bar Mag. Apr. 474 The words fell solemnly on the 
stillness, 


b. To have its eventual situation in a certain 


place, or on a certain object. 

1570 BituincsLey £uclid 1. vii. 17 The poynt D shall fall 
either within the triangle ABC or without. 1589 PuTTEen- 
uam Exg. Poesie u.(Arb.) 86 The Cesure fals iust in the 
middle. /é7d. 11. (Arb.) 92 Your sharpe accent falles ypon the 
last sillable, 1705 CHEYNE PAil. Princ. § 42. 245 Birds. .lay 


FALL. 


their Heads under their Wings, that so the Center of the 
gravity..may fall upon the Foot they stand on, 1816 
Prayrair Nat, Phil. (1819) II. 17 When the perpendicular 
.. falls within the triangle. 1875 OuseLry Harmony iv. 
61 Causes the Semitones to fall between the 3rd and 4th, 

380. Of a lot, a choice, or anything that is de- 
termined by fortune or choice: To ‘light zon’ 
a particular object. See also Lor. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 124 pe lote felle on Reynere, 
and on his wif'also, ¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. 1942 Ariadne, 
The lotte is fallen hym upon. 1535 CoverDaLE 7s. xv[i]. 6 
The lott is fallen vnto me ina fayre grounde. 1568 GRAFTON 
Chron, Il. 417 After a long fight the victorie fell on the 
Englishe part. 1605 Suaks. AZacé, 1. iv. 30 The Soueraignty 
will fall vpon Macbeth. 1611 Bisie Acts i. 26 ‘They gaue 
foorth their lots, and the lot fell vypon Matthias. 1721 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 6008/r The Election by Balloting fell upon M. 
d'Erlac, 1838 ‘THirtwaLt Greece IV. 47 The suspicion of 
disaffection. .fell on a man of eminent talents, 1855 Macau- 
Lay Hist, Eng, U1, 248 The choice .. fell on Whig candi- 
dates. 1855 KincsLey //evoes 1. (1868) 241 ‘The people stood 
. weeping, as the lot fell on this one and on that. 

31. To come as a lot, portion, or possession ; to 
be allotted or apportioned. Const. + with da¢. or 
to, + wnto; rarely zmpers. Also in phrases, /o fall 
Zo one’s lot or share (see Lot, SHARE). 

a1300 Cursor MM, 4072 (Cott.) Pat blis sal pe neuer fall, 
¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 142 Him felle to be pe toper 
c1400 Rom, Rose 7343 Sich armour as to hem felle. 1475 
Bk. Noblesse 23 Youre next enheritaunce that fille to youre 
seide progenitoures. 1576 Freminc Panofl. Epist. 35 Al- 
though it [victorie] fall to the lot of the better, yet [etc.]. 
1586 A. Day Lng. Secretary u. (1625) 28 One onely poore 
Farme fell to my share. @ 1668 DenHAM Prog”. Learning 12 
After the Flood, Arts to Chaldzea fell. 1696 tr. Dz Mont's 
Voy. Levant 127 The Commanderies..fall to ’em by right 
of Seniority, 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 180 ?1 He had an 
Estate fallen to him. 1742 Fretpinc % Andrews u. xiv, 
The hogs fell chiefly to fis care, 1838 THIRLWALL Greece 
II, 320 Many [prisoners] fell to the share of Agrigentum. 
1858 CartyLe Fredk. Gt. (1865) I. 11. xvi. 234 The whole 
fighting fell to Sir Horace. 1873 BLack Px. Thule ix. 131 
A greater treasure than falls to the lot of most men. 

32, ‘To come as a burden or duty. Const. Zo, on, 


upon; also ¢o with zrf. 

1599 Minsueu Dial. Sp. § Eng. (1623) 59 Doe you know 
when we watch? ‘This night it fals to the companie, 1694 
Acc, Sev. Late Voy, u. (1711) 174 The Loss or Gain falls 
upon the Merchants. 1841 ¥rnd. R. Agric. Soc. Il, 1. 25 It 
falls rather to the Zoologist than to the Botanist to notice 
them. 1852 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. XIII. 1. 2 A charge of 

“two cents an acre..fell to be paid by the allottees. 1885 
Law Times UXXIX. 188/2 The expense ..must fall upon 
the purchaser. ; 

b. Followed by 72f. To be under the necessity, 
to ‘have fo’ (be, do, etc.). vave in literary use ; 
common in worth. dial. 

1848 Blackw. Mag. Nov. 536 These countries would fall 
to be excluded. 4 ‘ 

+ 33. To appertain or belong ; to be applicable, 
fitting, or proper. Const. da/. of indirect obj., 
or for, to, 2/1. Obs. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 6 Pe bischopriche of Ely, pat pe yle 
of Ely ys, And of al Cambrugge schire, pat perto fallep y 
wys. ¢ 1325 Coer de L. 1392 An engyne..And al the takyl 
that therto fel. @1340 Hampote Psalter xii. 6 Wondirful 
criynge bat falles till contemplatif lyf. 1362 LANecL. P. Pd. 
A. 1. 50 ‘Penne Reddite’ quab God ‘pat to Cesar fallep.’ 
¢1386 Cuaucer Man of Law's T. 51 Sojourned have these 
marchauntz in the toun A certeyn tyme, as fel to here ples- 
aunce. a1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 15 
‘Seese 3owre callynge.’ This worde falles till vs folke of 
religioune. c¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 298 Blood-letynge. . 
fallip for oure craft bou3 we for pride take it to barbouris & 
to wommen, c1440 Vork Myst. xxxi, 338 White clothis 
we saie fallis for a fonned ladde. c1450 Bk, Curtasye 640 
in Babees Bk, (1868) 321 Speke I wylle of oper mystere Pat 
falles to court. 15.. ow Plowman lerned Pater Noster 
20 in Hazl. &. P. P. (1864) 210 He coude..daube a wall ; 
With all thynge that to husbondry dyde fall, 

+b. zmpers.; also quasi-zmfpers. with inf. phr. 
or subord. cl. as subject. Ods. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 446 Pe bones. .yburede ys bere vayre 
ynou, as vel toan kyng. ¢1300 Seyn Fulian 9 (Ashm. MS.) 
It neualled no3t to me. .to be ispoused to be. ¢1325 MMetr. 
flom. 11 It falles to a mihty king, That messager word of 
him bring. ¢1375 Cato Major u. ix. in Anglia VII, Hit 
falleb mon to spende his good. 1393 Lanat, P. PZ. C. xix. 
186 ‘ Hit fallep nat me to lye.’ 1401 Yack Upland, Pol. 
Poems (1861) If. 20 Dede men should have but graves, as 
falleth it to dede men. 1428 Swréees Misc. 10 Als fallez 
atrew merchaunt to doo, 1563 B. Gooce Lg/ogs (Arb.) 
103 She. .supped well as falleth for her state. 

VI. To come casually, or without design or 
effort, into a certain position. 

34. Of things: To come by chance; esp. + Zo 
fallin or into a person's heart, mind, etc. : to occur 
to (him) ; also, 70 fall zn one’s + road, way, etc. ; 
rarely of a person. 

1340 Cursor M, 15483 (Fairf.), How mu3t hit falle in pi 
hert to be-gyn suche a dede. 1413 Lye. Pylgr, Sowlev.i. 71 
It myghte not fall in no mans mynde fully to descryuen it. 
1530 Pasar. 5441, I wyll nat do but as it falleth in my 
brayne. 1583 Hottysanp Cavifo di ior 3 There is some 
thing fallen I know not what into mine eyes. 190 Sir J. 
Smytu Disc, Weapons 23, I will. .answere as many of them 
{objections} as shall fall into my memorie. 1605 Br. HALL 
Medit. & Vows. § 44 As for riches, if they fall in my way, 
I refuse them not. 1624 Massincer Kevegado u. iv, Nor 
can it fall in my imagination, What wrong you e’er have 
done me. 1656 Burton's Diary (1828) I. 43 A matter of the 
like nature cannot possibly fall before you. 1677 Harr 
Prim. Orig. Man.1. ii, 62 A..deliberate connexing of Con- 
sequents, which falls not in the common road of ordinary 
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men. 1781 T. Hottis in Lett. Lit, Men (Camden) 379 
Acquainting you with any thing that fell in my way abroad. 
1861 M. Parrison /ss. (1889) I. 35 The earliest notice on 
the subject which has fallen in his way. 

35. Of persons. a. ‘To come by chance into a 
certain position, Now chiefly in phrase (of biblical 
origin), 40 fall among (thieves, etc.). 

e117§ Lamb, Hom. 79 A mon lihte from ierusalem in to 
ierico and fol imong poues, 1382 Wyc.iir Luke x. 30 Sum 
man cam doun fro Jerusalem in to Jerico, and felde among 
theuues. [So 1535 1n CoverDALE} 1611 in A. V.] 1586 A, 
Day Eng. Secretary 11. (1625) 39, I sithence fell into com- 
pany. 1611 SuHaks, Cywzd, 11, vi. 76 Be sprightly, for you 
fall ’mongst Friends. 1634 Sir T. Herserr 7%az. (1638) 84 
{He} falls among five hundred light horse of Curroons and 
perishes, 1879 Miss Brappon Clov. Moot xxvi, I fell among 
thieves, and got cleaned out. 1879 M. J. Guest Lect, Hist, 
Ling, xxx. 296 The mixed company he falls into. 

b. To happen, or be thrown *f 22/0, 07, or upon 
(a period of specified character). 

1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 370 Ye are now fallen into a 
time wherein there is much opposition to Christ. 1803 Pic 
Nic No. 2 (1806) I. 56 You are fallen on such incorrigible 
times. 1844 Disrar.i Coningsby vi. ii, 226 ‘The degenerate 
days on which he had fallen. 1888 M. Arno.p Zss. Crit. 
Ser. 1. iii, gt Gray, a born poet, fell upon an age of 
prose. : 

36. To come naturally, without forcing or effort. 
“it, and fig. + To fall to oneself; to regain self- 
control. Ods. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg.316 In pis maner be boon schal 
falle into his joinct, 1517 ‘TorkincTon P7lgy, (1884) 22 We 
.-fell toan Ankyr in the Rode. 1613 Suaxs. //en, V///, 
1. i. 35 He. .something spoke in choller, ill, and hasty; But 
he fell to himselfe againe. 1760-72 tr. Yuan § Ulloa's Voy. 
(ed. 3) II, 287 ‘The ship will fall into her station without any 
difficulty. Zod. When the main features of your plan are 
settled, the details will fall into their places easily. 

37. To be naturally divisible 27/0. * 

1641 Br. Hatt Rem. Whs. (1660) 66 The Text falls into 
these parts so naturally. 1862 Temple Bar Mag. VI. 388 
The subject..falls into four divisions. 1876 F. G, Firay 
Shaks. Manual u, i, 128 The plays fall distinctly into four 
periods, 

VII. To pass suddenly, accidentally, or in the 
course of events, into a certain condition. 

38. Of persons: To pass (usually, with sudden- 
ness) ‘| 272, zo, + ¢o some specified condition, bodily 
or mental, or some external condition or relation. 

ai2z25 Ancr. R. 224 He.. feol so into unhope. @ 1300 
Cursor M, 19084 (Cott.) For wonder sum pai fell in suim. 
Ibid, 20496 (Cott.) All par fell to slepe onan. c¢ 1385 
Cuaucer L. G. W. 590 Cleop., He was fallyn in prosperite, 
c 1430 Lypa, Bochas 1, x. (1544) 21a, ‘The wretchednes that 
Tam in fall. ¢ 1489 Caxton Soznes of Aymon xxii. 489 Yf 
thus he wylle doo I shall falle to peas, @ 1533 Lp. Berners 
{non li, 172, 1 am fallen in to pouerte and mysery, 1548 
Hart Chron. 14 ‘The Abbot of Westminster .. fell in a 
sodaine palsey, Jdzd. 32 [He] fell in suche favour with the 
kyng. 1568 Grarton Chrox. II. 136 He fell to agreement 
with the French king, 1570-6 LAmBarpEe Peramdb, Kent 
(1826) 211 Shee fell into the travaile of childe birthe. 1655 
Sir E, Nicnovasin WV. Papers (Camden) II. 298, I am fallen 
into an acquaintance with a most eminent Leueller. 1659 
B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 139 These two, being both 
Officers of the same Master, fell to difference. 1709 STEELE 
& Swirt Tatler No. 68 ¥ 3 Some..fall into Laughter out of 
a certain Benevolence in their Temper. 1711 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 7 2, I fell into a profound Contemplation. 
1751 JorTIN Serm. (1771) IV. i. 54 He fell into an agony 
at the thoughts of it. @ 1862 Buckie C7vil7z. (1873) ILI. 
iv. 192 The religious servitude into which the Scotch fell. 
1879 Gro. Exior Coll. Breakf. P. 377 Fall to sleep In the 
deep bosom of the Unchangeable. 1879 M. J. Guest Lect. 
Hist, Eng. xix, 186 Henry fell into one of his fearful 
rages, 

b. Zo fall in love: to become enamoured. 
Const. wth. Also ¢razsf. to become very fond of, 
or devoted to. (Cf. 40c.) : 

1530 Patscr. 544/2, I shall fall in love with her. rg9r 
Suaks. 7720 Gent. 1. ii, 2 Would’st thou then counsaile me 
to fall in loue? 1659 J. Moxon 7xtor to Astron, 18 ‘To 
make Men fall in love with Astronomy. 1768 Map. D’ArBLay 
Larly Diary (1889) I. 25 A young lady of fashion. . has fallen 
in love with my cousin. 1837 Lyrron /. Maltrav, 14 We 
must not fall in love with each other. 1866 G, MacponaLp 
Ann, Q. Neighd. i. (1878) 6, 1 would go and fall in love.. 
with the country round about. 

39. Of things, whether material or immaterial : 
To pass, lapse (usually, unperceived or by neglect) 
in, znto, + to some specified condition, esp. ar- 
rears, confusion, decay, ruin, etc. Cf. 26, 27; 

c1340 Cursor M, 9204 \Trin.) pat kyngdome fel in to 
wrake. 1530 PatsGr. 545/r ‘This castell falleth to ruynes 
euery day, 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb, 1. (1586) 35 It 
flowreth in June and July, and then falleth to seede. 1579 
Fenton Guicciard. 1, (1599) 8 If in this desire he had beene 
satisfied, the peace of Italy had not perhaps falne into so 
sodaine alteration and trouble. 1605 pS Macb, v. iii, 23 
My way of life Is falne into the Seare, the yellow Leafe. 
17z0 OzeLt tr. Vertot's Rom. Rep. 1. vu. 424 The Lex 
Licina fell at length into Contempt. 1761 Hume //7st. Eng. 
III. liv. 167 He found everything fallen into such con- 
fusion, 1817 W. Setwyn Law Wisi Prius ee ) IL. 1227 
The form of declaring with a continuando has fallen into 
disuse. 1879 M. J. Guest Lect. Hist. Eng. xxxi. 306 
The tribute..had fallen into arrears. 1889 Mrs, C. Carr 
Marg. Malithant Ii, xx. 103 The wane of the day had 
fallen into dusk, : 

40. With compl. (adj., sb., or prepositional 
phrase): To become (whatever the complement 
signifies). 

‘The compl. usually denotes either an unfavourable con- 
dition, or one that comes in the ordinary course of eyents, 








FALL, 


a. with adj. as complement (e.g. ill, lame, 
sick, vacant, etc.). To full due: see DUR. 

1382 Wycuir Gen. xxvi. 13 The man fel ryche. a 1400-50 
Alexander 856 Philip falne [was] sare seke. 1530 PALSGR. 
545/1 My lorde entendeth to gyve him the nexte benyfyce 
that falleth voyde. a1533 Lp. Bernrrs //won clxii. 629 
heading, ‘Yo fal aquaynted with the fayre damoysel. 1607 
TorseL, Mour-/, Beasts (1673) 241 The King fell exceeding 
angry. 1658 A. Fox tr. Wurtz’ Surg. u. xi. 89 When a 
party is wounded in the Back.. he fals lame, 1667 Sir 
C, Lyrrceron in Hatton Corr, (1878) 51 Falling very ill 
again. .of feavor. 1751 SMoLLetT Per. Pic. vii, She fell sick 
of sorrow and mortification. 1820 Soutney Life Wesley 
Il. 414 His horse fell lame. 1858 Cartyte /yedk. Gt. 
(1865) I, 11. iii, 147 The Teutsch Ritters were fallen money- 
less. 1879 FRoupE Caesar xviii. 303 All the offices fell 
vacant together, 1889 A. Serceanr Luck of House 1. ix, 
129 Her tongue would fall silent. 

b. with sé. as compl. Now only in 0 fall heir. 

1591-2 Lp. Bacon Let, in Spedding Life & Lett. (1861) 1. 
116 His eldest son is fallen ward. 1606 G. W[oopcock Ek] tr. 
Justin's Hist. 29b, At last they fal friends out of a volun- 
tarie consent. 1627-77 Frettuam Resolves 1. xix. 35 "Tis 
gain..that makes man fall a ‘Traitor, 1891 //arfer’s Mag. 
Dec, 100/2 The elder..eventually fell heir to a certain 
estate, 

+e. with prep. phr.as complement. Ods. exc. dal. 

1508 Barciay Shyp of Folys 14 They fall out of theyr 
mynde. 1530 PatsGr. 544/1 He is fallen all on a sweate. 
1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb, 1. (1586) 45b, Hey. .yf it 
be carryed into the Loft, rotteth, and the vapour being over- 
heated, falleth on fyre and burneth. 1578 Lyte Dodoens i. 
xxvi, 352 ‘Them that waxe mad or fall beside themselves. 
1631 WrEevER Anc, Hun. Mon, 691 Leyland. .fell besides his 
wits, 1813 Picken Poems, Auld Yoanna 43 Blear-e’ed 
Kate had fa’n wi’ bairn, 1877 E. Peacock V, W. Linc. 
Gloss., Fall wi’ bairn, to become pregnant. 

d. 70 fall to be; to come to be, 

1548 UDALL, etc. Hrasm, Par, John 42 Our mynde ought 
not so to be delited in the contemplacion of hye thynges 
that we fall to be careles of our common stocke, 1663 GreR- 
BIER Counsel 44 The peeres of Brick or Stone between them 
{window-cases], will fall to be of a fit width. @ 1715 BuRNET 
Own Time (1766) 1. 443 William fell to be in ill terms with 
his mother. 1887 Stevenson J7isadv, ¥. Nicholson iv. 6 
The memory of his faults had already fallen to be one of 
those old aches. ‘ 

41. a. Of a benefice or its revenues: To lapse, 
revert to the feudal superior. +b. Of an office, 
living, holding: To become vacant. Ods. 

1530 PatsGr. 544/1 So sone as thou cannest se any offyce 
fall, come aske it of the kynge. 1550 CrowLry pier. 948 
Reuersions of fermes are bought long ere they fall. 1583 
Wills & Inv, N.C. (Surtees) II. 76 To remayne..in the 
manor house of Thirlwall, untill Newbiggen fall. 1665 J. 
Wess. Stone-Heng (1725) 119 He... returned into England 
when His Place fell. 1686 R. Parr Life Ussher, He.. 
obtained a grant of a patent..of such impropriations 
belonging to the Crown, as were then Leased out, as soon 
as they should fall. a@1715 Burner Own Time IL. 286 The 
Mastership of the temple was like to fall. 1796 Jane AUSTEN 
Pride & Prej, (1885) 1. xvi. 68 When the living fell, it was 
given elsewhere, 1839 Keicuttey //ist. ng. II. 48 The 
revenues should fall to the crown. 1871 Freeman Norm. 
Cong. (1876) IV. xvii. 58 ‘The new Minster was held to 
fall by the treason of its Abbot, 

+42. To change, turn 70, into (something 
worse), Obs. 

1393 LancL. P. PZ. C. xx1. 108 3oure fraunchise pat freo 
was fallen is to praldom. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 7 Love is 
falle into discorde. /é7d. II]. 275 Which .. From aungels 
into fendes felle. 1426 AuDELAY Poems 12 Alethe wyt of this 
word fallus to foly. 1586 A. Day Lug. Secretary u. 18 
Your writing. .falleth otherwise toa manner of reproaching. 

+43. Of the weather: To turn out, prove to be. 

1633 G. Hersert Temple, Complaining ii, A silly flie, That 
live or die According as the weather falls, 

VIII. To occur, come to pass, befall, result. 

+ 44. To arrive in course of time. Cf. Comnv. 19. 

1340 HAmpote Py. Consc. 2616 In erthe sal duelle pe bodis 
alle, Until pat dredful day sal falle. 1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 
323 We mowe tellen our time whan pe time fallus. 1697 
Dryven Virg, Georg. 1. 337 ‘Two Honey Harvests fall in 
ev'ry Year, 

45. Ofa special day or season: To come or oceur 
at a stated time, or within stated limits. 

1297 R. Grouc., (1724) 277 A Seyn Austynes day yt was, 
as yt valb in May. «1300 Cursor M, 17288+ 77 (Cott.) pat 
friday was our leuedy day.. But now ful selden fallez it soo, 
c139t Cuaucer Asfvol. u. § 12 The xiij day of March fil 
vp-on a Saterday. 1662 StituincrL. Orig. Sacr. 1. i. § 20 
‘The 11 Generation after Moses, which will fall about the 
time of Samuel. 1694 Hotper 7¥me viii, ror The Vernal 
Equinox, which at the time of the Nicene Council fell upon 
the 21st of March, falls now above 10 days sooner. 1853 
Maurice Profph. & Kings xx. 352 The date. . falling between 
the years 610 and 600 before Christ. 1889 Repent. P. 
Wentworth X11. iv. 44 Easter fell early that year. 

46. Of an event, etc.: To come to pass; to 
happen, to occur. Obs, exc. foe. a. simply; 
rarely with aaj. as complement. 

cx290 S. Eng. Leg, 1, 16/512 Mani miracle par feol a-day. 
c 1340 Cursor MM, 12284 (Trin.) Wherfore haue ye leten pis 
falle. 1382 Wycili 2cc/us. xlviii. 29 He shewide thingus 
to come. .er that thei fellen, c1450 Loneticn Grai/ lvi. 64 
A famyne that schold fallen in gret Bretaygne. 1523 Lp. 
Berners /roiss. I. cxlvi. 174 Lykewise they woll deale with 
vs if the case fell lyke. @1547 Surrey Aeneid u. 897 A 
sodein monstrous marvel fell, 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 
52t The death of this cruel Tyran..shall fall about two 
moneths after this later period. 1764 GoLpsm, Tvav. 57 Oft 
a sigh prevails, and sorrows fall. 1823 Loncrettow Life 
(891) I. iii. 33, Iam rather sorry that the Exhibition falls 
so late in the year, 1878 Tennyson Q. Mary v. i, If war 
should fall between yourself and France. 


FALL. 


b. with dat. as indirect obj., or 40, wo. 
with adj. as compl. Ods. exc. arch. 

¢ 1300 Cursor M, App. ii. 706 Thei comen lepand pider- 
warde, and pat hem fel swipe harde. 1375 Barnour Bruce 
u. 45 Sa hard myscheiff hym fell. a 1400-50 A le-xander 2722 
Pe mare vnfryndschip parfore fall sall pe neuire. c 1450 
Merlin xo It. .neuer fill to woman saf oonly to me. @ 1533 
Lp. Berners “70x vii. 15 The peteous aduenture that fell 
..to the two chyldren. 1583 Sempre BP. of St. Androis in 
Ballates (1872) 218 A vengeance faa him. 18.. TENNYSON 
Grasshopper Poems (1830) 108 Shame fall ’em. 

ec. zpers; also quasi-zmpers. with subject 
clause. Now rave. Const. daz, rarely with adj. 
as compl. ++ Mim fell well: he prospered. + /¢ 
falleth profit: it proves profitable. + May fall 
(in ME.=mayhap, perhaps): see May. 

c1250 Gen. § Ex, 1521 Nidede dat folk him fel wel. 
¢ 1340 Cursor M, 11929 (Fairf.) Hhyt fille vpon an holiday 
.. thesu and othir childryn in samyn went hem by the rever 
to gamyn. 1375 Cantic. de Creatione 638 in Anglia 1, By 
pe weye it fel hem hard : an addre to hem gan lepe. ¢ 1375 
Cato Major t. viii. in Anglia VII, Ofte falleb pe wyf hit 
hateb Pat loueb be goode hosebande. ¢1380 Wycuir Se/. 
Wks. 111. 431 It fallep profyte to samme men to be bounde 
toastake. a 1400-50 Alexander 2600 Pof us fall now to flee 
we may na ferryre wend. @ 1533 Lp. Berners Hon Ix. 210 
So it fell that..kinge Charlemayn sent for hym. 1611 Biste 
2 Kings iv. 11 It fell on a day that hee came thither. 1868— 
qo Morris Earthly Par. (1890) 387/2 As it fell..an elder 
*gan to tell The story. 

d. In phrases, Hazy fall, Foul fall: may good or 
evil befall. Also, + /all what can, will, fall: 
happen what may ; through thick and thin. 

a 1225 Leg. Kath. 1376 O, leue feren, feire is us i-fallen. 
¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W, Prol. 277 My lady sovereyne. .ys 
so good .. I prey to God that ever falle hire faire. c1440 
York Myst. xvi. 50 Faire falle pe my faire sone. a1450 
Kut. de la Tour (1868) 37 Falle what wolle falle, y wol do 
more euelle. 1523 SKELTON Gavi. Laurel 27 Fair fall that 
forster that so well can bate his hownde. 1631 Massincer 
Emp. East u. i, 1 will not come behind, Fall what can fall! 
1651 Baxter /uf. aft. 100 Fair fall to the Antinomians. 
41775 [Hobie Noble i. in Child Ballads (1890) vu. clxxxix. 
2/t Foul fa the breast first treason bred in! 1787 Burns 
To a Haggis i, Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face. 1860 
Martin Horace 218 Foul fall the day. 1884 Cheshire Gloss. 
s.v., ‘ Fair-faw Johnny ; he’s best lad o’ th’ two.’ 

47. Tocome in the course of events, or of orderly 
treatment. Const. with dat. infin. To fall to be, 
to be (spoken of, etc.). 

1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 34 The feaste of saynt Anyan 
fell to be the same tyme at Orleaunce. 1535 in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. 11. I. 317 The same gentleman that toke hym 
may convaye hym to the forsaide place wher he shall faule 
to be upon monday next. 1634 Sir T. Herpert 7av, 87 
The Gardens fall in the next place, to bee spoken of. 1639 
Gentitis Servita’s Inguis. (1676) 872 With ease they are 
made, because with ease they are revoked. .as it falls to be 
most commodious for their businesses. @ 1715 Burnet Own 
Time (1724) I. iii. 372 A Church falling to be given in that 
way, the electors hada mind to choose me. 1863 Burton Bh, 
Hunter 310 Had it fallen to be edited by a philosophical 
enquirer, 1879 FroupE Czsar vii. 62 The campaign of Sylla 
in the East does not fall to be described in this place. 
1884 Daily News 11 Feb. 5/5 The advance would fall to be 
made in the driest time. 

+48. To come asa consequence or result, Const. 
by, from, of, out of. Obs. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 4520(Cott.) Was bar nan emang ham all 
Cuth sai quat par-of suld fall. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. 
A. vil. iii. (1495) 223 Of that ytchynge fallyth many scalles. 
e1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 191 Icchinge & scabbe. . fallip ofte 
of salt metis. 1483 Caxton G, de da Tour Cj, Yet shalle I 
saye .. how it happed .. and what fylle therof. @1533 Lp. 
Berners Hox ii. 4 Wherby so many illes haue fallen, 
e1585 R. BrowNe Ausw. Cartwright 57 Other matters, 
which fall out of the former proofes. a@1656 Br. HaLu 
Soliloguies 35 What can fall from defective causes but im- 
perfect effects ? 

+b. To turn 7a, result 27 ; to turn out, result. 

a1300 Cursor M. 15420 (Cott.) To paim pat pe cheping 
did, it fel to mikel vnspede. /d7d. 29058 (Cott.) Pat pi fast 
to saul fode mai falle. 1377 Lanci. P. PZ. xu, 47 Felyce 
hir fayrnesse ; fel hir al tosklaundre. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P, R. xvut. clxxxv. (1495) 727 Dronkenesse fallyth ofte 
in mannys slowthe and spouse brekynge. c1400 Destr. 
Troy 8934 All oure fare & oure fortune hath fallyn to be 
best. 1611 Biste Rvth iii, 18 Sit still..vntill thou know 
how the matter will fall. 1699 Bentley Pad. 211 Let the 
dispute about Comedy and Susarion fall as it will. 

+c. fall of (after ‘what’): To happen to, to 
become of. Cf, Become 4. Ods. 

c 1430 Chev. Assigne 130 And askede hym, in good feythe 
what felle of be chyldren, 1485 Caxton Paris & V.45 What 
shal falle of you ny lady. 1525 Lp. Berners /’vo/ss, II, 
Ixxviii. {Ixxiv.] 234 No man knewe what sholde fal of theyr 
bodyes. : 

IX. Transitive senses. *causative. 

+49. To let fall, drop; toshed (tears); to cast, 
shed (leaves) ; to bring down (a weapon, the hand, 
etc.). Obs. exc. in Bellringing (see quot. 1868), 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 66 It wolde make an harde hert man to 
falle the teris of his yen. 1594 Suaxs. Rich. I//, v. iii. 135 
To morrow in the battell..fall thy edgelesse Sword. 1598 
Sytvrster Du Bartas i. ii, 11. (1641) 120/2 A spark, that 
Shepheards Have faln .. Among dry leaves. 1598 GrENE- 
wey Tacitus’ Ann. 1. xii. (1622) 23 Arminius wife. .not once 
falling a teare, nor crauing fauor. 1600 SHaxs. A. Y. LZ. 
it. v. 5 The common executioner. . Falls not the axe upon the 
humbled neck, But first begs pardon. 1610 — TevzJ. 11. i. 296 
Fall it [your hand] on Gonzalo. @ 1628 F. Grevitte Poems, 
Celica xxxvi, He had falne his Fathers Canne, All of Gold 
in the deepe. 1632 Naxspes Covent Garden 1, v, You've 
fallen my glove. 1665 G. Havers /. della Valle's Trav, 

Vou. IV, 


Also 


41 


EF. India 2 We cast Anchor without falling our sails, 1665- 
76 Ray Flora 20 Shrubs which fall their leaves in the winter. 
1808 J. Bartow Columb, vit. 201 They .. the sullen draw- 
bridge fall. 1868 Denison Clocks §& Watches (ed. 5) 415 
in some parts of England they never raise and ‘fall’ the bells 
in order, 

th. fig. ‘To ‘drop’, not to insist on. Ods. 

a@ 1700 DrypeEn (J.), I am willing to fall this argument. 

te. To drop, give birth to (lambs, etc.). Ods. 

1596 Suaks. A7erch, V.1. iii. 89 The.. Ewes. .did in eaning 
time Fall party-colour’d lambs. 1667 CoterresseE in P/i/. 
Trans. 11, 480 A White Lamb faln on a Common, 

+ 60. To let down, lower in position or direc- 
tion. 70 fall one’s crest: see Crust. Obs. 

1692 Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. i. xxii. 135 Causing 
a Matross to raise or fall the Gun with an Hank-spike. 
1748 RicHArpson Clarissa vi, V. 82 Half rearing the lids, 
to see who the next-comer was; and falling them again. 
1795 J. Purturs “ist. Inland Navie. 8 Method employed 
. to raise or fall vessels out of one Canal into another, 

+b. To cause to settle or subside. Ods. 

1789 Trans. Soc. Enc. Arts Il. 235 Throwing in a small 

quantity of oil to fall the froth, 
+c. To lower (the voice), either in pitch or 
loudness. Ods. 


1626 Bacon Sylva § 105 To raise or fall his Voice still by 
Half-Notes. 1748 Dopstey Preceptor Introd. (1763) I. 44 
Emphasis is raising the Voice, Cadence is falling it. 

‘+d. To lower (a price, etc.) ; to bring down in 
value, depreciate ; to depress (the market). Also, 
of land: To become worth less (rent). Ods. 

1677 YARRANTON “ing. Improv. 149 The Lands fall Rents. 
1691 Locke Lower, Interest Wks. 1727 11. 8 You fall the 
Price of your Native Commodities. 1717 Newron in 
Rigaud Corr. Sci. Men (1841) IL. 425 In raising and falling 
the money, their King’s edicts have sometimes varied a 
little. 1722 Lett. from Mist's Wkly. Frnd. 11. 41 The turning 
of Money in Stocks; and raising and falling the Market. 
1790 Burke #7, Rev, 282 He falls the value of his land 
and raises the value of assignats. 

+51. To bring or throw to the ground; to over- 
throw. Zt. and fig. Obs. 

c1300 K. Adis. 7186 He hath take my castelis ; He hath 
falle my torellis. 1362 Lanci. P. P/. A. 11. 43 Bere wel pin 
ernde..Concience to falle. c142z0 Sir Amadace (Camd.) 
xxxviii, God may bothe mon falle and rise. 1586 A. Day 
Eng. Secretary 1. (1625) 78 By desire men are enflamed, by 
anger kindled, fallen by errour. a@1625 Boys Wks. (1629) 
301 The serpent doth. . bruise our heele and so fall vs. 

b. Of a horse: To ‘throw’ {its rider). U.S, 

The wk. conjugation indicates that this is taken as another 
word, f. Fat sé. 

a@ 1851 W. Cotton Ship §& Shore viii. 139 The servant-boy 
--told how the animal had falled him three times. 

e. To cut down (trees). Ods. exc. dial, or U.S. 

¢€ 1386 CuHaucer A7?’s 7.2930 The beestes and the briddes 
alle ffledden for fere, whan the wode was falle. c 1420 Pad/ad. 
on Hush. 1. 437 Nowe make is to falle in season best. 1523 
Firzners. H2s0, § 134 To fall the vnder wode. 1685 Co/. 
Rec. Pennsylv, 1. 128 A Penalty to be laid upon such as 
Cutt or fall Marked..trees. 1805 H. Rerton Landscape 
Gard. 75 The most beautiful places may.. be formed 
by falling..trees. 1875 Parisn Sussex Gloss. s.v., These 
trees are getting too thick, I shall falla few of them next 
year. 1883 E, Incersoit in Harper's Mag. Jan. eo1/1 We 
must fall a tree straight and true, 

+52. To throw, direct, cause to impinge (zo). 

6.2774 PousaTy Surv. Experim. Philos, (1776) 11. 235 
A number of plain glasses, united to fall their rays upon the 
same spot, would actually burn. 


**not causative. 

+ 53. =‘To fall from’, ‘to fall down’. Ods. 

c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5993 How a 3onge man felle 
a tre, 1665 Sir‘T. Hersert 7rav. (1677) 201 If we miss 
One step, we headlong fall the precipice, 

54. To have as one’s share, come in for, obtain. 
Obs, exc. dial, 

[Derived from 31, by transposition of subject and object.] 

c1400 Destr. Troy 2406 A mede.. That ye faithfully 
shall falle. a@ 1568 A. Scorr Poems (1820) 51 Feind a crum 
of the scho fawis. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 89 If a 
minister depart this life after Michaelmas, his executors shall 
fall that year’s stipend. 1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 26 If 
they bee under five the procter falleth none. .if there bee 
above five the procter falleth one. 1690 W. WALKER /diomat. 
Anglo-Lat, 164 He heard that Dion had fallen a good 
estate. 1750 Song, Hor a’ that in Collect. Loyal Sones 43 
The Whigs think a’ that weal is won, But Faith they ma’ na 
fa’ that. [Cf. 1795 Burns or a’ that iv, Guid faith he 
mauna fa’ that.] 1889 MZanley § Corringham Gloss., ali, 
to get, to receive. 

X. With prep. (and prepositional phrases), 

Besides the prepositions /vom, into, out of, to, which natur- 
ally follow fad/, it is construed with a variety of others, for 
which see above: in the following combinations the sense is 
more or less specialized. 

55. Falla ——. To set about, take to, begin 
(some action). Now only with vbl. sbs. in -zzg. 

Cf. fall on (64a), and A prep.! 13 b. 

1576 Freminc Panofl. Epist. 274 Democritus .. fell a 
laughing at what so ever he sawe done. 1635 Sippes So2/’s 
Conft. Pref. (1638) 11 Luther when he saw Melancthon. . falls 
a chiding of him, a 1644 CuiLiinew. Serm. ii. (1664) 43 He 
is scarse a man..till he fall a work. 1749 Fietpinc Tom 
Fones V. vi, Mr. Jones now fell a trembling as if he had 
been shaken with the fit of anague. 1867 TROLLoPE Ch7ox, 
Barset Yl. liii, 101 She reined in her horse and fell 
a-weeping. 

56. Fall across 
meet with. 

1886 ‘ Hucu Conway’ Living or Dead v, I happened to 
fall across Estmere..in the park, 





. Tocome upon by chance, 











FALL. 


57. Fall at ——. +a. To be drawn or pass 
suddenly into (debate, strife, etc.). Zo Jall at 
Square: see SQUARE, Obs. 

¢ 1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xv. 69 Thurgh drunkenness pai 
fall at grete wordes, 1525 2 Proph. St. Eng. in Furniv. 
Ballads from MSS, 1. 306 Fflaunders and England shall 
fall at decensyoun. 1648 Herrick Bag of Bee i, Two Cupids 
fell at odds. 

+b. Fall at hand. To be near at hand, to be 
going to happen. Ods. 

1529 More Com/. agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1139/1 Greate perilles 
appeare here to fall at hande. 

58. Fall behind —-.. Todrop into the rear of, 
be outstripped or left behind by. 

1856 77tan Mag. Nov. 443/t A man who has fallen behind 
his age. 1890 T. F. Tour Ast. Eng. from 1689. 12 Dutch 
commerce was now falling behind that of England. 

59. Fall down ——-. a. See Down pref. 

1712 BerkeLey Pass. Obed. § 27 Suppose a prince. .to fall 
down a precipice. 

b. To descend or drop down (a river, etc.). 

1699 Dampier Voy. IT. 1. 103 We fell down from Hean to 
our Ships. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) V. 1xxi. 296 The 
army quickly fell down the rivers and canals from Nimeguen. 
1790 Bratson Nav. § A/il. Mem. 310 They fell down the 
river, till they came up to the 7 Dutch Ships. 

60. Fall from -—. a. See simple senses. +b. 
To drop off in opinion from; to disagree with. 

c1380 Wycuir Se. Wks. IIT. 342 We mai see .. how pes 
popis fallen fro Petir, and myche more bei fallen fro Crist. 
1646 Sir ‘I. Browne Psenud. Ep. 1. vii. 27 Galen .. in some 
things hath fallen from him [Hippocrates]. 

+e. To drop away from, forsake, revolt against ; 
to renounce one’s allegiance to, or connexion with. 

1535 CoveRDALE Fer. lii. 3 Sedechias fel from the kynge 
of Babilon, 1548 Hatt Chron. 148b, After this spousage, 
the Kynges frendes fell from hym, 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. 
Prayer Offices 24 Suffre vs not ..to fal from thee. 1595 
Suaks. Yokn mt, i, 320 England, I will fall from thee. 1649 
Br, Reynotps //osea@i. 37 Achitophel, a man of great wis- 
dome fals from David. 

+d, To drop out of, give up (a practice or pur- 
pose) ; to depart from, break (a commandment). 

1513 More in Grafton Chron, II. 769 ‘Theeves..never fall 
from their craft, after they once fall thereunto. 1535 Cover- 
DALE Fudy. ii, 19 They wolde not fall from their purposes. 
1542-5 Brinktow Lament. (1874) 85, I exhorte yow .. to.. 
fall from your accustomed ydolatry. 1811 CuHatmers Let. 
in Life §& Lett. (1851) 1. 243 In the. . life of every individual 
. .this commandment is fallen from. 

e. = Fall off (see gt d) from. 

1600 FE. Biounr tr. Conestageio 290 The French admirall 
.. being ill intreated in this cruell fight, fell from the gallion 
Saint Mathew. 

61. Fall in (=7x7/o0) 
by chance, light upon. Ods. 

1377 Lanct. P. P?. Biv. 156,‘ I falle in floreines’, quad bat 
freke. 

b. = Fall into 62 d. 

1386 Cuaucer Frankl, T. 236 They fille in speche. 
ar4so Kut. de la Tour (1868) 26 As thei felle in talkinge .. 
one of hem saide. 1523 Lp. Berners /’vo7ss. I. cxlix. 177 
He fyll in seruyce with a man of armes. 1530 Pasar. 544/2, 
I fall in aquoyntaunce with hym. 1632 J. Haywarop tr. 
Biondi’s Eromena 81 She feared .. to.. fall in conference 
with him. ; 

e. To fall in hand to or with: to set oneself 
to (an action), set upon (a person). See Hanp. 

62. Fall into ——-. +a. To come into, by 
chance or otherwise; to drop into. 70 fall again 
into: to get back into, be restored to. Ods. 

1523 Lp. Berners /o7ss. 1. clxix. 207 He fell agayne into 
the princes love. 1698 T. FroGER Voy. 39 We durst not fall 
into the Bay till break of Day. 7709 STEELE Tatler No, 83 
P 1, I happened this Evening to fall into a Coffee-house near 
the Change. 1745 P. Tuomas Frnd. Anson's Voy. 108 They 
fell into the Harbour unknown to themselves and by mere 
Chance, the 16th Day. i : 

+b. To make a hostile descent or inroad 
upon. Obs. 

1665 Sir T. Herbert 7yav. (1677) 244 Some Pioneers In- 
habitants of Coon-sha .. fell into his naked quarter. 1684 
Scanderbeg Rediv. iv. 62 The Tartars of Dialogrod falling 
into the Ukrain. @1715 Burnet O22 Time (1823) 1. 344 
Ready either to invade them, or to fall into Flanders, 

c. To take (one’s place), take one’s place in (the 
ranks, etc.). “¢. and fis. 

1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biond7’s Evomena 145 Two hundred 
of them falling into a close order, interposed themselves. 
1888 W. J. Knox LitrLe Chzld Of Staferton iv. 49 Ina 
moment they all fell into their places. 1889 7%es (weekly 
ed.) 13 Dec. 3/3 Negotiations were opened with the lighter- 
men ..in the hope of getting them to ‘ fall into line’ with 
those unions. 1890 S, Lane-Pootr Barbary Corsairs 1. xiv. 
174 The Christian fleet was slower in falling into line. 


d. Toengage in, enter upon (¢s/. talk) ; to begin 
the discussion of (a subject). Also, to become the 


subject of (discourse). 

¢ 1475 Rauf Coilzear 90 Into sic talk fell thay. 1590 Sir 
J. Smytu Disc. Weapons *3 They fall into argument of 
some such matters. 1666 Pepys Davy 14 Aug., We .. fell 
into dancing. 1673 TempLe Zs, rekand Wks. 173r I. 109, 
I know not what it was that fell into Discourse t’other Day. 
1711 Appison SZect. No, 124 P2 We must immediately fall 
into our Subject. 185x Dixon W. Penn xxv. (1872) 225 ‘The 
merchants and craftsmen had fallen into their callings. 1889 
F. Picor Strangest Fourn. 163 One lady had fallen into 
conversation with them. 


+e. To come within (the range of) ; to be taken 
in or grasped by. Ods. rare. 





+a. To come upon 


6 


FALL. 


1886 A. Day Exg. Secretary 1. (1625) 16 He fell into your 
notice. 1613 SHaks. /fen. VII/, ut. ii. 340 Those things 
you haue done..Fall into’ th’ compasse of a Premunire. 
171z Appison Sect, No. 415 P10 The intire Concavity [of 
the dome] falls into your Eye at once. 

+f. To come under, be included among. Ods. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 1. 90 They [letters] .. doe for 
the most part, fall into the. , Defensorie or Excusatorie kinde. 

g. To comply or take up with, accommodate 
oneself to.. Also, to have recourse to. 

1714-5 ATTERBURY Sev. 13 Mar., We fall into all his 
Commands and Directions, 1788 Priestitey Lect. Hist. v. 
lii. 404 ‘The generality of nations have fallen into the method 
of stamping them. 1790 Map. D’Arsiay Diary June, We 
fell immediately into our usual Windsor life. 1890 T. F. 
Tout Hist. Eng. from 1689, 128 The ignorant masses fell 
blindly into the plans of the United Irishmen. 

h. To get or drop into (a habit, etc.). 

1886 A. Serceant Wo Saint I. vii. 141 He had fallen into 
a trick of walking with bent head. 

63. To fall off a. Of an animal: To lose 
appetite for (food) ; to refuse. b. Of a vessel; To 
deviate from (her course). Cf. 91 ¢, g. 

1745 Mortimer in PAit. Trans. XLIII. 553 As soon as a 
Cow falls off her Meat, give her another Dose. 1839 T. 
Beate Sperm Whale 316 [He] called out. . for the helmsman 
to. .allow the ship to fall off her course. 

64. Fall on +a. To pass suddenly or 
break out into, set about (an action or state). Ods. 

a1300 Cursor M. 14008 (Cott.) Sco fell on suilk a grete, 
pat al sco was vr lauerd fete. 1513 More in Grafton Chyon. 
II. 763 Thus should all the realme fall on a roare, 1632 
Litucow 7yaz. vi. 262 The fellow fell on trembling. 1670 
Narsoroucu Frud, in Acc, Sev, Late Voy. 1. (1711) 52 We 
fall on fitting of our Rigging and getting the Ship fit. 1737 
Wuiston Yosephus’ Antig. vi. vi. §3 If any one..fell on 
eating. .he should be accursed. 

b. Ail, To make a hostile descent or attack 
upon, join battle with; to rush upon, assault. 
(With zxdirect passive.) 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 10515 Ffallys on hym fuersly, frap hym 
to dethe. 1548 Hatt Chiron. 214b, He feared lest the. .com- 
men people. . would fall on hym, as one that fledaway. 1667 
Evetyn Jem. (1857) 1. 26 The Dutch .. were fallen on our 
fleet at Chatham, a@a1715 Burnet Own Time (1823) I. 533 
No merchants’ ships should be..fallen on, till six months 
after a declaration of war. 1864 Burron Scot Aér, I, ii, 61 
Stewart. .fell on the episcopal city of Elgin. 

transf. and fig. 1662 J. Davirs Voy. Ambass. 419 When 
the Ambassador .. was pleas’d to fall on any with his ordi- 
nary Language. 1667 Pepys Diary (1877) V. 179 The Par- 
liament .. are likely to fall heavy on the business, 1711 
STEELE Sect. No. 260 Pt You cannot fall on a better Sub- 
ject. @1715 Burnet Owz Time II. 38 The house of Com- 
mons were resolved to fall on all the ministry. 1827 O. W. 

~ Roperts Centr. Amer. 126 A heavy sea falls on the coast. 
1840 Baruam Jxgol. Leg., Bagman’s Dog, He .. fell tooth 
and nail on the soupand the bouilli. 1848 Macautay Hist. 
Eng. 1.194 They fell on him [Clarendon] as furiously as 
their predecessors had fallen on Strafford. 

ec. To come across, light upon; + to hit upon 
(an expedient). (With zdtrect passive.) 

1596 SHAks. 1 Hen /V, v. iv. 34 Seeing thou fall’st on me 
so luckily. 1652 Sir C. Cotrerett tr. Cassandra u. 107 At 
first he fell not on the thought of what it was. 1761-2 Hume 
Hist. Eng. (1806) V. lxix. 199 A strange expedient was fallen 
on to supply this deficiency. 1790 Beatson Nav. § Mid. 
Mem. I. 96 They fell on means to heave her round. 1890 
R. M. Kerrve O/d Halli, vi. 51 They had fallen on a theme 
it would be unwise to pursue. 

d. To have recourse to; to make use of. 

1654 WHITLOCK Zootontia 142 Presently they fall on that 
common Ene how much mischiefe it [learning] may do 
without Grace. @1715 Burnet Own Time (1823) I. 452 
They fell on propositions of a strange nature to ruin them. 
1885 STEVENSON Dynamiter 175 Sir George .. fell on some 
expressions which I still remember. 

e. To drop back to, resume (a position). 

1809 Rotanp Fencing 140 After which fall on the position 
of the guard. 

f. quasi-zmpers. with z¢ introducing infinitive 
clause : To occur to, befall (a person). vare. 

1842 J. H. Newman Par. Seriz. VI. viii. 108 Some persons 
recollect a time .. when it fell on them to reflect what they 
were, 

&. To fall on board: see simple senses and 
Boarp sé. 12e. Cf. 72 4. 

1805 og in Nicolas Disp. Nelson VII. 207 note, The 
Royal Sovereign fell on board of our starboard beam. 

h. 70 fall on one's feet: fig. to fare fortunately, 
be well provided for. 

1886 Warner Their Pilgrimage (1888) 6 Mr. King .. was 
put in good humor by falling on his feet, as it were, in such 
agreeable company. 

ti. Zo fall on shore: to run aground. Obs. 

1590 MarLowr Law. //, 1v. vi, With sore tempests driven, 
To fall on shore, 

+ To fall on sleep: see ASLEEP. 

65. Fall through To make a ‘ mess’ 
of. Se. 

1825 JAMIESON S. v., By her foolish airs, she’s fa’n through 
her marriage. 1826 Hocc Meg o' Marley, The minister’s 
fa’en through the text An’ Meg gets a’ the blame o’t. 

66. Fall to +a. To be drawn by feel- 
ing to; to attach oneself to, become a follower of ; 
also, to make one’s peace with. Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 15131 (Gitt.) We se pe folk alle fall till 
him. 1557 A. Arthur. xviii, To them fell kynge Ryence 
of North Wales, 161x BisLe 1 Chvon. xii. 19 ‘There fell 


some of Manasseh to David, when he came .. against Saul 
to battle, 























42 


+b. To get upon (the scent); to get the scent 

of, track. Obs. rare. 

c1340 Gaw, §& Gr. Knt. 1425 Pe howndez. .fellen. .fast to 
pe fuyt. c1420 Anturs of Arth. i, Thay hom dy3t into the 
depe dellus, Fellun to tho femalus. 

+e. To agree with, accede to (a proposal, ete.). 

1523 Lv. Berners F7o7ss. I. clxi. 195, I wold gladly fall to 
any reasonable way. 1548 Hatt Chyon. 214 b, ‘Vhe citiezens 
.. fell to this pact. 1683 Penn in R. Burton Eng. Lap. 
Amey. vii, He fell to the Bounds of the Land they had 
agreed to dispose of, and the Price. 

d. To apply or betake oneself to; to have re- 
course to; to taketo; to begin, proceed to. With 
sb., inf., or gerund. Also in Fall to it: set to 
work, bestir yourself. 

€ 1380 Six Ferumb. 647 Tel pou me..al pe sope as bow art 
gent & free, & suppe schalle we to-gadre bobe falle to fizte 
a-je. a1400-50 Alexander 4587 A wolfe.. Quen he has 
faute of his flesch he fallis to pe soile! - 1526 Piler. Per/. 
(W. de W. 1531) 35 b, Fall to prayer and make thy peticyon 
to God. @1868 AscHam. Scholem 1. (Arb.) 32 Then will he 
sonest faul to beate his scholers. 1600 E, Biounr tr. Cone- 
staggio 14 Growing to more yeeres, they fell to distrust 
him. 1610 SHaxs. Tem. 1. i. 3 Speake to th’Mariners: fall 
too’t, yarely, or we run our seluesa ground. 1644 SLINGSBY 
Diary (1836) 112 In Marston corn feilds [the Parliamentary 
army] falls to singing psalms. 1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4320/5 
They fell to their Oars. 1727 Swirt Lett. Eng. Tongue 18 
That Licentiousness which .. fell to corrupt our Language. 
1853 Lytton My Novel iv. xi. 187 He fell to patting the 
mare with great unction. 1865 Kincstey Herew. I. x, 236 
He was healed instantly, and fell to religion. 


e. + Zo fall to (food): to begin eating (it). Zo 
fall to work: to begin working. 
axz400 Sir Perc. 1326 Thay felle to thaire fude. 1551 


Crow.ey Pleas. §& Pain 495 Fall nowe to worke for your 
lyueynge. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 52 When this is done 
they fall to their Meat. I saw one of these Grave-Feasts. 
1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. xiv. 243 He fell towork, 1817 
Consett Taking Leave col. 25 The Grazier then fell to 
work with his stick in such a style as I never before wit- 
nessed. 1861 HuGues Yom Brown at Oxf. iii. (1889) 22 
The four fell to work upon the breakfast. 

67. Fall under . ‘fa. To throw oneself 
at the feet of. Ods. 

a1300 Cursor M, 12475 (Gitt.) Honurand him he fel him 
vnder, 

b. To come or be classed under, be included in. 

c 1460 Fortescue Ads. § Lim, Mon. vii, Riche furres, ober 
than be wonned to fall vnder.. be yerely charges off his 








warderobes. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 281 The present 
limitation. .does not fall under either of these heads. c1865 
J. Wywpe in Circ. Sc. I. 5 Electrotyping and Gilding .. fall 
under this section. 1870 Max Murer Sc. Relig. (1873) 357 
Being signs they fall under the category of language. 

e. To be brought under the operation or scope 
of, be subjected to. 

1576 Freminc Panopfl. Epist. 307 Them, that..passe over 
what soever falleth under their fingers. 1605 Bacon Adv, 
Learn.\. iv. §1 To speak unto such as do fall under or near 
unto a popular observation. 1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 222 
Their 2odus oferandz..doth not fall under Demonstration, 
171x Appison SZect. No. 44? 5 Absurdities .. as ridiculous 
as that which falls under our present Censure. 1824 Merp- 
win Convers. Byron (1832) Il. 109 His ‘ Revolt of Islam’... 
fell under the lash of ‘the Quarterly’. 1839 G. Birp Vat. 
Phil. Introd. 35 These..states of matter will fall under our 
observation. : 

68. Fall unto . =Fall to, in various senses. 

1535 CoveRDALE 1 Chyon, xii. 19 Of Manasses there fell 
certain vnto Dauid. 1587 Turberv. 77ag. 7. (1837) 134 The 
Lady, somewhat hungrie, fell unto the Cates. 1611 Briar 
2 Kings vii. 4 Let vs fall vnto the host of the Syrians. 

69. Fall upon ——. +a. = Fallon 64a. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 15580(Cott.) Alle pe apostels pan bi-gan 
to fal a-pon a gret. 

b. = Fall on 64b. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxvi. 231 Kyng edward. .fyll 
vpon phelip of valoys. 1568 Grarton Chvon. II. 148 Sir 
Edward..fell sodeinly upon the hoste of..Sir Simond. 167% 
Narsoroucu Yrué. in Acc. Sev, Late Voy, 1. (1711) 132 The 
Commander. . began to fear, lest they might be fallen upon. 
1698 ‘TI. Frocer Voy. 33 This Bird..pearches upon some 
Tree .. waiting till the Fish swim even with the Surface of 
the Water, to fall upon them. 1749 Fieipinc Jom Yones 
xvi. ii, He hath fallen upon me with that stick. 1844 H. H. 
Witson Brit. India 11, 106 Some of the principal Omras 
urged the Nizam to fall upon the Residency. 

transf. and fig. 1709 Hearne Collect. 13 Apr., The 
Dr, has .. fallen upon Gronovius .. But he was provok’d to 
it by Gronovius’s first falling upon him. 1749 FirLpinc 
Tom Fones xvi. iv, When I expected you would have 
commended me for all I have done, to be fallen upon in 
this manner. 1840 Dickens Old C, Shop x, Kit .. falling 
upon a great piece of bread and meat. 1857 LivincsTonr 
Trav. xv. 278 Manenko fell upon our friends. .she is a most 
accomplished scold. 

ec. = fall on 64 ¢. 

1632 Lirucow 7av. 1v. 137 At last we fell vypon a Dalma- 
tian widdow, whose pittifull lookes. .stroke mysoule, 1747 in 
Col. Rec. Pennsylv.V.99 Some Method should be fall’n upon 
to prevent the Evils which threaten Us. 1777 PrincLe 
Telescopes g By the force of his..genius he fel upon this 
new property of light. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville 11. 

7 He..soon fell upon the track of Mr. Robert Camp- 
feu's party, which had preceded him by a day. 1862 Lp. 
BrouGuam Brit. Const, xiii. 189 Edward III fell upon an 
expedient which gave very great satisfaction to all, 1874 
G. W. Dasent Tales from Iyeld 247 When he had walked’ 
a while, he fell upon an old wife. 

+d. To begin upon, take up, set about. Ods. 

1625 Burces Pers. Tithes 2 My Purpose is not here to fall 

vponthat Question. 1649 Br. HALL Cases Conse. 1.v. 43 Other- 








wise some Interloper may .. fall upon the work at a lower 
rate, and undoe the first editor. r7ox Swirt Contests Nobles | 


FALL. 


§ Com, iii, These Persons .. fell violently upon advancing 
the Power of the People. 1741 Wesvry IVks, (1872) I. 304 
They immediately fell upon their favourite Subject. 

e. To come (casually) to, take up with, adopt, 


have recourse to. 

1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 231 He that falls rashly upon 
his determinations. .cannot but offend. 1654 H. L’Estrance 
Chas. I (1655) 130 His Majesty fell upon Davids design .. 
of numbering the People. 1858 Srars A ¢han. 11. v. 297 The 
church. .had fallen upon the belief that he [Christ] was soon 
to appear again. ; b 

f. Geom. Of a line, point, etc.: To havea place 


upon, cover, come exactly upon. 

1570 BitLincstry Luclid 1. viii, 18 The line FG may fall 
directly vpon the line DF, 1840 Larpner Geom. 42 The 
vertex of the angle c’ must fall upon the vertex of the 
angle c. 

+g. To come upon, become legally chargeable 


to (the parish). Ods. 

1677. YARRANTON Zug. Jvzprov. 150 Consider that Bank- 
Granaries. . will be the occasion of taking infinite poor people 
off the Parish, and prevent others falling upon the Parish. 

+h. = Fall back upon. 

1767 S. Paterson Another Traveller 1 1. 218 Failing of an 
inscription, [he] may fall upon a derivative. 

+70. Fall with ——. To come upon in due 
course; to meet with. Chiefly Maut. ‘To make 
(land). Obs. 

1556 W. Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 112 The 12 of 
May we fell with the Isle of Lundy in the Channel of Bris- 
toll. 1599 /d/d. 11.1. 258 The land is very high that we fall 
withall. 1632 Le Grys tr. Vel/. Paterc. 1 Teucer. falling 
with [adpulsus| Cyprus, did build... Salamina. 1646 J. 
Brinstey A vaigum. Pres. Schism 1 Opening his Bible, he 
fell with that of the Psalmist. 1670-1 Narsoroucn Frxd. 
in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 124 Expecting to fall with 
Indians, for I saw many Fires up in the Land. did. 125 
This Morning..I fell with a fine Sandy Bay. : 

71, Fall within ——. To come within the in- 
fluence, operation, or scope of; to be included in. 

1576 FLeminc Panopl. Epist. 228 Those things that .. fall 
within the view of the sight. 1688 Left. conc. Present St.Italy 
92 ‘This was indeed a matter that could fall within the Popes 
understanding. 1771 Funins Lett, xliv. 240 There may be 
instances. .which do not fall within my own exceptions. 1806 
Med. Frni. XV. 561 This.. work would not have fallen within 
the notice of our department, had it not been [etc.]. 1845 
M. Pattison £ss. (1889) I. 23 A charge .. such ,, as should 
fall within this penalty. 1884 G. DENMAN in Law Rep. 29 
Chanc. Div. 466 Statements..made..so recklessly as to fall 
within the rule of fraud. 

XI. With adverbs, forming the equivalent of 
compound vbs, in other langs. ; e.g. ¢o fall out= 
L. exctdére, Ger. ausfallen. 

(The phrases /ad/ foul, fail short, are for convenience 
placed here, notwithstanding some uncertainty in the gram- 
matical character of the adjuncts: see Fout, SHort, ad7s. 
and advbs.) 

72, Fall aboard. a. See ABOARD 2d. 

¢1380 Wyciir Sev. Sel. Wks. I. 294 Men pat now dremen 
an accident wibouten suget mai falle aborde wip bese foolis. 
1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine s.v. Aboard, To fall Aboard 
of, to strike or encounter another ship, when one or both are 
in motion. 1791 //ist. in Aun. Reg. 187 They fell aboard a 
Swedish line of battle ship. 

+b. To make a beginning. Obs. 

a1680 Butter Cat § Puss Rem. (1759) I. 93 To lose no 
further Time, he fellaboard. a@1700 B. E. Dict, Cant. Crew, 
Fall-a-bord, fall on and Eat heartily. 

73. Fall about. a. See simple senses and 
Axsout adv, 

1874 Mrs. L. B, WaLrorp Myr. Syzith vii. (1876) 74, I wish 
you would not go falling about that way. 

+b. To search around, cast about. Ods. 

1632 RuTHerrorD Leff. xxi. (1862) 1. 86 It is high time 
we were .. falling about to try what claim we haue to 
Christ. 

74. Fall abreast of. See 36 and ABREAST 4. 

1886 Mrs, C. Prarp Miss Yacobsen 1. x.205 The object 
of it. .checked his horse and fell abreast of her. 

+75. Fall adown. See 1 and Anown A, 1. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 401 Pe on alf[of the body] vel adoun 
anon, pe ober byleuede stylle In be sadel. c 1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 277 Pe stoon fallip adoun of pe reynes toward pe 
bladdre bi fe weie of be urine. 1513 Brapsnaw S¢. Wer 
burge i. 1302 His gloues. shortly to grounde falled adowne. 

Fall afire. See 40c and AFIRE. 


+76. Fall after. Ofa dream: To come true. 

c1400 Ron. Rose 13 To wene that dremes after falle. 

77, Pall asleep. See 38 and ASLEEP 2, 3. 

1393 Lane. P. P7. C. xxi. 5 Ich fel eft-sones a slepe. 
1553 [. Witson Rhet. u. 75/1 We .. fall a slepe, when we 
should moste harken. 1662 J. Davies Moy, Ambass, 82 She 
..fellasleep, 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. vi. 102 The fit 
wearing off, I fell asleep. 

Fall aslope. See 39 and ASLOPE. 

78. Fallastern. See 36 and ASTERN 3, 

1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 160 If you sail against a 
Current .. Swifter than the Ship's way, you fall a Stern. 
1776 in Fatconer Dict. Marine. 1833 Marryat P. Simple 
1, " ‘he boat fell astern, leaving two Spaniards clinging tothe 
side. 

79. Fall away. 
AWAY. 

@1300 Cursor M, 19691 (Cott.) Skales fell fra his eien 
a-wal. c 1400 Lan/franc’s Cirurg. 179 If pou wolt kepe heeris 
pat pei schulen not falle awei. 1577 B. Goocr Hevesbach’s 
Husb 1. (1586) 39 Flowres .. which fNing away, leaveth be- 
hinde them littleround knoppes. 1697 Damier Voy. (1698) 
I. 112 The top of it .. pradally falls away on each side with 
a gentle descent. 1862 T'yNDALL Mountaineer. ii. 14 Portions 
of snow had fgllen away from the upper slope. 1889 A. C, 


a. See simple senses and 


FALL. 


Dove Micah Clarke xxiii. 24 The breeze has fallen away 
to nothing. 
+b. To cease to speak of a subject. Const. from. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Tyoylus 11. 1257 Lat us fal away fro this 
matere, For it suffiseth, this that seyde is here. 
e. To withdraw one’s support, draw off, desert, 
revolt. Const. fron, to. 

1535 CovERDALE 2 Chron, x. 19 Thus fell Israel awaie 
from the house of Dauid. 1611 Biste 2 Kings xxv.11 The 
fugitiues that fell away to the king of Babylon. 1889 A.C. 
Doyte Micah Clarke xxxiii. 362, I am surprised..that you 
should have fallen away from that allegiance. 

d. With respect to religious belief or practice : 
To become a backslider ; to apostatize (fron). 

1597 Hooxer Zcc?. Pol. v. xiii. 84 Some fell. .away..from 
soundnes of beliefe. 1611 Bist Lhe viii. 13 These .. for 
a while beleeue, and in time of temptation fall away. 1751 
Wes ey Ws. (1872) X. 285, I believe a saint may fallaway. 
1824 Scorr Redgauntlet xxi, ‘O Joshua... wilt thou thus 
fall away from the truth?’ 1867 Freeman Morn. Cong. 
(1877) I. iv. 210 Large numbers of the Normans..fell away 
from Christianity. 

+e. To lose flesh or substance; to shrink. Ods. 

1530 Patscr. 544/1, I fall awaye, 1 wax leane of flesshe.. 
Fe descharne. a1680 Butter Rem. (1759) Il. 446 He 
delights, like a fat overgrown Man, to see himself fall away. 
1770 Gray Lett, Wks. 1884 III. 354 Mrs. Jonathan. .is much 
fallen away. 

f. To decay, pine away, perish, vanish. 

1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 223 All things..when they 
are at their ful ripenesse, then are they most fit to fall away 
and pearish. 1591 Suaxs. 1 Hen. V/, 1. i. 193 Till bones 
and flesh and sinewes fall away. 1611 Biste 1 Macc. iv, 
32 Cause the boldness of their strength to fallaway. 1711 
Appison Sfect. No. 111 ? 5 How can it enter into the 
Thoughts of Man, that the Soul. . shall fall away into nothing, 
almost as soon as it is created? 1827 Loner. Life (1891) I. 
viii. 106 The cottages [are] ruinous and falling away piece- 
meal, 1871 R. Evris Catzdlus li. 6 Within me Every lost 
sense falleth away for anguish. 

80. Fall back. a. See simple senses and 
Back. 

1622 FLETCHER Leggar’s Bush i. iv, Can mens prayers.. 
Fall back like lazy mists? 1676 Walton's Angler 1, xix, The 
.. Slime which that river leaves on the banks, when it falls 
back into its natural channel. 1696 tr. Dz Mont’s Voy. 
Levant 176 A large piece of Felt..which falls back on their 
Shoulders. 1845 H. Rocers £ss, (1860) I. 144 The Church 
would soon have fallen back. .into its ancient corruptions. 

* b. To step back, give way. Of troops: To 
retreat, retire. 

1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. u. ii, Brother fall back And 
you shall learne some mischeife. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. 
xii. 204 Falling backe where they Might field-room find. 
1676 Eruerence Max of Mode 1. i, Fall back on The sud- 
den. .and break out Into a loud laughter. 1781 Hist. Eur. 
in Ann. Reg. 16/1 That regiment being ordered to fall back 
on their approach. 1823 Douglas, or Field of Otterburn 
III. iii. 36 His enemies .. fell back to avoid his. .thrusts. 

Jig. 1714 Avpison Sfect. No. 556 ® 3 Nothing but an in- 
vincible Resolution..could have prevented me from falling 
back to my Monosyllables, 1879 M. J. Guest Lect. Hist, 
Eng. x\vi. 464 They fell back a little, too, to favouring the 
celibacy of the clergy. 

ec. Of a coast-line: To recede. 
18z0 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 224 The coast falls 
gradually back. 
+d. To fall into arrear (in payments). Ods. 
hae Burke W., Hastings Wks, 1842 II. 88 The. .nabob.. 
falling back in other payments in the same. proportion. 

81. Fall back on, upon. a. JZ/. To retire to. 
b. fig. To have recourse to (something) when 
other things fail. 

’ 1841 Myers Cath. Th. 287 The internal Evidence of Chris- 
tianity..on which we must fall back. 1862 Trencu MJ/irac. 
xxxiii. 456 A manual trade, on which to fall back in the time 
of need. 1877 Miss Yonce Cazeos Ser. ul, xxii. 205 The 
rebel army fell back..upon Linlithgow. 1889 Jrssorr 
Coming of Friars v. 254 Young men presumably with some 
private means to fall back upon. f 

82. Fall behind, behindhand. See simple senses 
and BEHIND, BEHINDHAND. 

1530 Pasar. 543/2 He is fallen behynde the hande, within 
this thre yere. 1885 Manch, Exam. 21 July 5/2 If the 
tenant falls behind with his instalments. 1887 Viscr. Bury 
& Hivuer Cycling i. 40 After about twenty miles the horse 
slowly but surely falls behind. 

+ 83. Fallby. a. To miss receiving something. 
b. Sc. Tobe mislaid. e¢. Sc. To be affected with 
any ailment, esp. to be confined in childbed (Jam.). 

1614 T. Wuite Wartyrd. St. George B ij b, His arme now 
thrusting forth. .To latch the stripes for feare of falling by. 
1640 Rutuerrorp Leff. 1. xxix. (1671) 491 Christ’s papers 
of that kinde cannot be lost or fall by. 

84. Fall down. a. See simple senses and 
Down. 

1175 Cott. Hom. 221 Swa michte zac pe odre pe ber 
fellon don. cu1zg0 Gen. § Ex. 2734 3et sal din pride fallen 
dun. 1382 Wycur Gex. iv. 5 Cayn was wrooth greetli, and 
his cheer felde doun. c 1460 Fortescue Ads. § Lim. Mon. 
xvi, The estate off be Romans..be ganne to fall doune. 
1513 Douctas 7e7s 1. viii. 6 The ancyant worthy citie 
doun is fall. 1632 Lirucow 7vav. ut. 99 There fell downe 
a deadly storme, at the Crecoe Lenante. 1755 Let. in Gent. 
Mag. XXV.564 At Algazaist several walls fell down. 1809 
Med. Frni. XX1. 474 When boiled. .the black oxide of iron 
fell down in abundance. 1875 Jowrerr Plato (ed. 2) I. 183 
He is ready to fall down and worship them, 

+b. To pass down, descend. Oés. 

1632 Lirucow Trav. vi. 294 Aduancing in our course, we 
fell downe from the hils in a long bottome. 

e. Of a ship, etc.: To ‘drop down’ towards 


the sea. Also, + To sail 40. Ods. 
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1598 W. Purtuirs Linschotex in Arb. Garner I11. 24 They 
fall down by means of the stream. 1685 R. Burton Eng. 
Lmpire in Amer. xix. 194 Before he fell down to the Havana, 
he should touch at St. Christophers. 1754 Firtpinc Voy. 
Lisbon Wks, 1882 VII. 34 He ordered his ship to fall down 
to Gravesend. 1867 in Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk. 1890 
Sat. Rev. 13 Dec. 687/2 They. .fell down to Ameralikfjord. 

+d. To make a hostile descent, swoop down. 

17.. Remarks Reign Will. 111 in Select. Harl, Misc. 
(1793) 490 If the troops of his most Christian majesty had fell 
down into the Spanish Netherlands. 

+e. To take to one’s bed; to sicken. Ods. 

1757 B. Franxiin Lett. Wks, (1887) II. 522, 1... got fresh 
cold and fell down again. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) III. 
800 Our crew.. began to fall down in fevers, 

85. Fall forth. = 70 fall out. 

+a. To drop out (ods.) +b. To happen, occur 
(obs.). +e. To quarrel, fight (0ds.). 

1601 Hoiianp Pliny II. 138 The .. teeth .. will shed and 
fall forth of the head. 1604 T. Wricur Passions U1. i. 52 
Here it falleth foorth .. hee which is most studious, is best 
learned. 1607 Torset, Four. Beasts 464 The males often- 
times fall forth, for sometimes eight .. males follow one 
lioness, 

86. Fall foul. a. To come into collision. 
Chiefly of ships. Const. of, + 072, pon, + with. 

@ 1613 OvEeRBuRY Wewes, Newes from Sea Wks. (1856) 181 
A mans companions are (like ships) to be kept in distance, 
for falling foule one of another. 1678 Puituirs Tavernier's 
Trav. Ui. i. 53 Both the Ships Company began to cry out, 
for fear of falling foul one upon another. 1745 P. THomas 
Frnt, Anson's Voy. 284 The Prize .. fell foul with her Head 
on our Starboard Quarter. 

b. fig. To clash, come into conflict (with) ; to 
get into disputes ; to quarrel. 

1597 Suaks. 2 Hen. IV, 1. iv. 183 Shall wee fall foule for 
Toyes? 1630 M. Gopwyn tr. Bp. Hereford’s Ann. Eng. 
(1675) 37 Henry must of necessity fall foul with the Emperour. 
1645 CromweELt Le/, 14 Sept. (Carlyle), To avoid confusion 
and falling foul one upon another. 1667 Pepys Diary(1877) 
V. 156 We fell very foul. 1871 R. H. Hutton Zss. (ed. 2) 
I. 80 So that we may not .. fall foul of the forces .. of that 
infinite world. 

ce. To make an attack. Const. of, on, upon. 

1611 Speep //ist. Gt. Brit. vit. xliv. 376 Yet fell they [the 
Danes] so foule vpon Essex. .that the King was enforced to 
compound a peace. @1661 Futter Worthies (1840) ILI. 427 
John Bale..falleth foul on all friars. 1700 Drypen ables 
Pref. Wks. (Globe) 505, I have fallen foul on priesthood. 
1726 CAVALLIER Jemz. tv. 338, I fell foul upon them .. and 
put them to flight. 1846 Lanpor Jag, Conv. Wks. I. 
116/2 You fall foul upon our miracles and our saints. 1885 
Manch, Exant. 13 July 5/2 The Duke then falls foul of Lord 
Rosebery for stating this fact. 

87. Fallin. a. See simple senses and In, 

1867 Fri. R. Agric. Soc. U1. u. 595 A fence..to prevent 
any person from falling in, 1887 Stevenson Talk § Talkers 
ii. in Mem. & Portraits 177 He was all fallen away and 
fallen in; crooked and shrunken. JZod. Her eyes have 
fallen in. 

b. Of a building, etc.: To drop to pieces to- 
wards the interior or inwardly. ¢ransf. Of a cliff: 
To drop in fragments into the sea. 

1719 Dr For Crusoe v. (1840) I. 94 Thinking that the top 
of my Cave was falling in. 1766 Gotpsm. Vicar Wakef. 
xxii, Part after part [of the roof] continuing to fall in, 1810 
SHELLEY Zastrozzi i, Almost at the same instant the roof 
fell in. 1829 Mirman Hist. Yews xvi. (1878) 402 During 
the night, the wall suddenly fell in with a terrific noise. 
1869 Puittirs Vesuv, iii. 68 The whole crater top fell in. 

ce. Of the mouth: To recede. 

1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4031/4 His Mouth falls in. 

+d. To make one’s way in, accidentally or 
otherwise; to rush in with a hostile intention. 
transf. Of the sea. Also of a ship: To take a 
course (to land). Ods. 

1382 Wycur Daz, xiii. 26 Forsothe seruauntes of the hous 
fellen yn by the posterne. 1535 CovERDALE 1 Sav, xxvii. 
1o Achis spake: Whither fell ye in to daye? 1697 DAmriER 
Voy. (2698) 1. 247 They. . fell in among a company of Spanish 
soldiers..who immediately fired at them. 1715 Loud. Gaz. 
No. 5374/1 A large Boat .. fell in amongst them, and took 
one Boat. 1748 Avson’s Voy. u. ii. 137 This ship. .had fallen 
in to the northward of the Island. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) 
IV. 1268 These are covered by islands in the offing, so that 
no sea can fall in to hurt a ship. 

+e. To strike in, interpose a plea. Ods. rare. 

a 1641 Be. Mountacu Acts § Mon. iv. (1642) 291 Nicolaus 
. purposed to fall in for Herod in his plea against Sylleus. 

f. To happen, occur, take place. Also to ap- 
pear (in a narrative). Now rare. 

1589 Putrennam Lxg. Poesie 11. (Arb.) 99 Continue on till 
an other like distance fallin. 1654 H. L’Estrance Chas. [ 
(1655) 75 What became of those Iesuites will fall in after- 
ward. a@1715 Burnet Ownz Time 11. 163 An accident fell 
in.. which took off much from Oates’s credit. 1883 STEVEN- 
son Treasure Isl. 1. xvii. (1886) 139 The report fell in at the 
same Instant, é 

g. Mil. To get into line, take one’s place in the 
ranks. 

1750 R. Pattock Peter Wilkins II. ix. 73 Nasgig.. gave 
Orders for the whole Body..to fall in behind me. 184 
Lever C. O'Malley \xv. 306 ‘ Fall in, fall in there lads !’ 
resounded along the line. 

transf. 1815 Cuacmers Led, in Life (1851) II. 21 The 
ministers. .must fall in at every procession. 

h. ¢rans. To form (troops) in line; to parade. 

1860 Russet Diary /udia (7th thous.) IL. 311, I fell them 
[Sepoys] in against the wall. 1888 J. H. Parke in H. M. 
Stanley Darkest Africa (1890) I. xix. 464 Stanley fell in all 
the men, 1889 PadZ Madi G. 2 Apr. 3/2 The marines were 
fallen in for rifle drill. ! 

i, dial. To meet, become acquainted. Cf. goa. 
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1808 R. Anperson Cumdld, Ball, (1819) 163 Fifty shwort 
years hae flown owre us, Sin’ furst we fell in at the fair. 

j. Toagree. Ofthings: Tofitin. Of persons: 
To concur in an arrangement. 

1681 H. More £xf. Dan. 130 So handsomely do all things 
fall in and agree together. 1890 T. F. Tour //ist. Eng. 
JSront 1689, 300 In 1871 British Columbia. .also fell in on 
condition of a railway being built to join them with the 
eastern colonies. 

k. To make up a quarrel, become reconciled. 


Obs. Cf. Fall out. 

1606 Suaxs. Jr. § Cr. ut. i. 112 Pand. Sheele none of 
him, they two are twaine. //e/. Falling in after falling out, 
may make them three. 1773 Gotpsm. Stoops to Cong. U. i, 
They fall in and out ten times a day. 

+1. To give way, yield. Ods. rare —'. 

1667 Pepys Diary 27 Nov., The King is now fallen in, and 
become a slave to the Duke of Buckingham. 

m. To come to an end, terminate. Of a debt: 
To become due. Of a fund: To become ayail- 
able. Of land, houses, etc.: To come again into 
the owner’s disposition at the end of a lease. Of 
a lease: To run out. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 379, 600 millions of debt had 
fallen in. 1854 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. XV, 1. 258 Colleges 
are..taking up their bad leases, and, when the lands fall in, 
will probably let them to respectable tenants. 1885 Law 
Rep. 30 Chane, Div. 18 The claim. .would bind those assets 
when they fell in, 1887 Besanr Katharine Regina i, The 
inheritance fell in, 1891 Pictorial World 7 Mar. 295/2 The 
leases of a rookery in Bermondsey fell in. 

88. To fall in for. To come in for, get, incur. 

1853 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. X1V. 1. 465 Those pigs having 
flourished most which had fallen in for the lion’s share. 
1864 Trottore Small House at Allington xvi, ‘1 did not 
mean to fall in for this’ said Crosbie to himself. 


89. To fall in upon. To come upon unex- 


pectedly; to drop in upon or visit by chance. 

1793 Mrs. E. Parsons Woman as she should be 11. 99 His 
creditors all fell in upon him. 1888 B. W. Ricuarpson Sov 
of a Star iI. iii. 29 To fall in upon his generals and see 
the encampments suddenly and without notice..is the very 
thing that suits his versatile humour. 1890 Century Mag. 
128/r, I am always glad when any one falls in on me like 
you have to-night. 

90. To fall in with. a. To come upon by 
chance, light upon, meet with, get into company 
with. Also, + To arrive at (land). 

1594 Suaxs. Rich. ///, ut. v. 51 After he once fell in with 
Mistresse Shore. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1698) I. 472 We fell 
in with a small woody Island. 1748 Anson's Voy. 1. vil. 71 
We had great expectation of falling in with Pizarro’s squad- 
ron. 1780 Coxe Russ. Disc. 26 Possibly the time is not far 
distant when some of the Russian adventurers will fall in 
with that coast. 1795 //ist. in Ann, Reg. 30 A Polish corps 
.. fell in with the main body of the Russians, 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Cinnamon § P. i. 5 They fell in with no other 
vessel till they came in sight of the shore. ‘ 

b. To drop into the views of, agree with (a 
person) ; to make common cause or side with. 

1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. v. xiii. 409 He falls in with 
all his neighbours that fall out. 1708 Swirr Sacramental 
Test in Misc. (1711) 333 The Number of Profest Dissenters 
..Was..something under a Dozen, and..Thirty others, who 
were expected to fall in with them, 1781 Hist. Eur, in 
Ann, Reg. 144/1 Those under its influence continually fell 
in with. .the French party. ; 

ce. To accede to or comply with (a proposal), 
join in (a project). 

171x Appison Sfect, No. 123 P 4 Leontine. .was..prevailed 
upon to fall in with the Project. 1816 Cuatmers Zev. in 
Life (1851) IL. 31 Falling in with such arrangements .. as 
your natural superiors expect you to concur in. 1879 F. W. 
Rosinson Coward Conscience ut. ix, Sir John did not fall 
in with this suggestion. ; 

To harmonize with, suit, match. 
period of time, etc. : To coincide with. 

1662 STILLINGEL. Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. § 3 The reign of Adrastus 
at Sicyon falls in with that of Atreus and Thyestes at Argi or 
Mycenez. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 100 The 
Track. .of the circular Segments, with which the ‘Tracing- 
Point ought to fall in exactly. 1728 Newton Chronod/. 
Amended vi. 354 His 20th year fell in with the 4th year of 83d 
Olympiad. 1759 Rosertson /ist. Scot. I. 11. 239 Nothing 
could fall in more perfectly with her views concerning 
Scottish affairs. 1867 Freeman Nornt. Cong. (1876) 1. App. 
677 It falls in exactly with his conduct directly after. 

e. To agree, concur with (an opinion, the opin- 
ion of); to conform to; to humour. Also, To 


unite, join with, 

1699 BentLey Pad, 200 With this opinion all those fall in, 
who assert that Comedy is more recent than Tragedy. 1705 
BERKELEY Comusnonpl. Bk. Wks. IV. 459 Hobbs in some de- 
gree falls in with Locke. 1793 Smeaton Ldystone L. § 127 
Those..generally fall in with the popular opinion. 1860 
Trottore Framiley P. i. 3 He fell in with the views of his 
patroness. 1863 Mrs. C, CLarxe Shaks. Char. iv. 101 How 
pleasantly he falls in with their several natures and qualities. 

91. Fall off. a. See simple senses and OFF. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxxii. 121 The wax .. beganne to 
melte and the feders to falle of. 1583 Hortypanp Camzfo di 
Fior 51 Put thy sacchell over thy arme, that it fall not of. 
1611 Biste Acts xii. 7 His chaines fell off from his hands. 
1683 Burnet tr. More's Utopia (1685) 165 Who does not see 
that the Frauds .. would all fall off? 1803 Pic Mic No. 1 
(1806) I. 16 The mask of universal philanthropy has fallen off. 
180 Zait’s Mag. XVII. 422/1 The drunkards fell off asleep. 

b. To drop off in position ; to step aside or back, 


withdraw. Also fig. + To recall an offer. 

1613 Suaxs Hen, VITI, 1. i. 64 The..Lords, and Ladies, 
hauing brought the Queene To a prepar’d place. .fell off A 
distance from her. 1636 Massincer Bashf. Lover u. ii, 


6-2 


Of a point, 


FALL. 


Sweet youth, fall off. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Cousc. 1. vi. 58 
You have just reason .. to fall off from the bargaine. 1710 
Steeve Zatler No. 247 ? 5 When you had consented to his 
Offer, if he fell off, you would call him a Cheat. 1838 
Dickens O. 7wist lii, They fell off, one by one .. the street 
was left to solitude. 

ce. Naut. Of a vessel: To fail to keep her head 
to the wind; to refuse to answer the helm. Rarely 
trans. To let (a vessel) veer from the wind. 

1692 in Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. 1. xvi. 76 In keeping 
the Ship near the Wind, these terms are used.. Fall not off, 
Veer no more, keep her to. 1699 Dampier Voy. 11. u. 22 She 
would fall off 2 or 3 Points from the Wind. 1750 in BLANck- 
vey Naval Expositor s. v. Fall. 1841 Dana Seaman's 
Manual xii. 74 Let her have a plenty of helm, to come to 
and fall off freely with the sea. 

d. Naut. To separate, part company ; to move 


away, deviate. Ofa coast-line: To trend away. 

1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 64 The Prince .. 
fell off with a contrary wind to Fermentera. 1669 Sturmy 
Mariner's Mag.t. 20 Starboard give not fire until he fall 
off. 1719 Dr For Crusoe (1840) I. i. 14 The shore falls off 
to the westward towards Cromer 1795 NeELson in Nicolas 
Disp. V1. 13 As the Ship fell off, [1] gave her our whole 
broadside. 1892 Eng. [llustr. Mag. 1X. 555 The vessel fell 
off from her course. 

e. Of lovers or friends: To part company, be- 
come estranged, draw off. Of subjects: To revolt, 
withdraw from allegiance. 

1513 More Rich. (77 in Grafton Chron. I1. 787 Whose 
hart she perceyved more fervently set then to fall of for a 
worde. 1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 93 Revolted Morti- 
mer? He neuer did fall off. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll, Treat. 
1046 Like as those which purposed love, when they fall off, 
call for their tokens backe againe. 1667 Mitton P. L.1. 30 
What cause Mov’d our Grand Parents. .to fall off From their 
Creator. 1711 Appison Sect. No. 179 P1 Were I always 
Grave, one half of my Readers would fall off from me. 1721 
De For ALem. Cavalier (1840) 131 The duke of Saxony fell 
off, and fought against them. 1888 B. W. RicHarpson Sov 
ofa Star III. xiv. 254 He sees the. .people falling off from 
the king. 

f. To decrease in amount, intensity, or number ; 
to diminish. 

1605 SHAKS. Lear t. ii. 126 Loue cooles, friendship falls 
off, Brothers diuide. 1749 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. 
IL. 3 It was the Season of the Year for the Tides to fall off. 
1827 O. W. Rozerts Centr, Amer. 271 Towards evening .. 
the breeze began to fall off. 1833 Macautay Life §& Lett. 
(1883) I. 304 The publishers..tell him that the sale is falling 
off. 1842 L. Howarp Cycle of Seasons 19 The rain now 
falls off again. 1890 Louginan's Mag. July 241 The demand 
for porcelain had much fallen off. 

g. To decline in health, vigour, interest, etc. ; 
to degenerate. Said also of health, interest, etc. 

1709 Avpison Zatler No. 148 ? 2 Many great Families are 
insensibly fallen off from the Athletick Constitutions of their 
Progenitors. 1802 T. Beppors Hygéia vii. 38 The patient 
fell off in flesh. 1821 Suetiey Lett. fr. [taly 22 Oct., The 
‘Jungfrau von Orleans’ of Schiller,—a fine play, if the fifth 
act did not fall off. 1848 Dickens Dowibey xxvii, ‘We have 
fallen off deplorably’, said Mr. Carker. 1890 G. Gissinc 
Emancipated U1. 1. xtii. roo Her... health began to fall off. 


92. Fallon. +a. See 1f and On. 

1535 CovERDALE Matz. xiv. 15 Y° night falleth on. 

b. To come with violence ; to make an attack, 
join battle. (adso/. of 64b.) 

1387 Trevisa 77gden (Rolls) III. 59 Whan be Sabynes fil 
on. @1400-50 Alexander 2132 Pai fall on freschly be folk 
of be cite. 1613 SHaxs. Hen. VII, v. iv. 57 They fell on, 
I made good my place. 1716 Lond. Gaz. No. 5473/1 Flang- 
iny fell on first with the St. Lawrence. 1855 MAcAuLay 
Hist. Eng. \11.425 The English were impatient to fall on. 

ce. To set to work, begin, make a start. Now 
rare; cf. 99 c. 

1677 Yarranton Exg. Improv. 66 We came to an agree- 
ment. Upon which I fell on, and made it.. Navigable from 
Sturbridge to Kederminster. @ 1680 Butter Rem. (1759) 
VIII. 3 All stood ready to fall on. 1733 Fievpinc Quzx. 
in Eng. Ded., Wit, like hunger, will be with. . difficulty re- 
strained from falling on, where there is great plenty. . of food. 
1890 W. Morris in Lng. Jdlustr. Mag. July 765 The squall 
falleth on when the sun hath arisen. 

93. Fall out. a. intr. See simple senses and 
Our. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's Hush. 1. (1586) 39 The rootes 
standyng upwarde that the seede may fall out. 1658 WiLLs- 
ForD Natures Secrets 172 There fell out of the Air such 
multitudes of strange..flies. 1703 Dampier Voy. III. 20 
Tho’ several of the Nails or Pegs of the Boat should by any 
sheck fall out. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) 1V. 1451 The morn- 
ing flood falling out too early. 

b. A“. To drop out of one’s place in the ranks; 
to drop behind a marching body. 

1832 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 60 The Farriers and Band 
fallout. 1844 Regul. § Ord. Army 180 To bring up any 
Man who may have fallen out. 1890 Standard 7 Aug. 5/7 
Some of the men were obliged to fall out from fatigue. 

+e. Mil. To make a sally. Obs. rare—?. 

1637 Monro £-xfedition 11. 25 Major John Sinclaire .. not 
having a hundred Musketiers within the Towne in all, 
neverthelesse fell out with fiftie..and skirmished bravely. 

To disagree, quarrel. 

1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Epigr. (1867) 76 Whan theeues 
fall out, true men come to their goode, 1654 Nicholas 
Papers (Camden) II, 61 The Bp. of Derry and St Rich. 
Grenville are fallen extremely out. 1783 Cowrrr Lett. 
2 Feb., Monarchs. . fall out, and are reconciled just like the 
meanest of their subjects, 1879 M. J. Guest Lect. Hist. 
Eng. xvii. 159 The king and the archbishop soon fell out. 

e. Fall out with: to quarrel with. Rarely in 
indirect pass. 

1530 Patscr. 545/1 Fall nat out with your frendes fora 
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thing of naught. 1542 Upart Zrasm. Apoph. 259 a, Pollio 
had aforetyme been angrye and foule out with Timagenes. 
«1659 Osporn Luther Vind. (1673) 403 Falshood is fallen- 
out with for..Love of Truth. 1771 FLercuer Checks Wks. 
1795 II. 213 So preach that those who do not fall out with 
their sins may fall out with thee. 1859 THACKERAY Virgin. 
iy, So this good woman fell out with her neighbours. 

f. To come by chance into existence. are. 

1856 Mrs. BrowninG Aur. Leigh vy. Poems 1890 VI. 213 
If the Iliad fell out., By mere fortuitous concourse of old 
songs, Conclude as much too for the Universe. 

g. To happen, chance, occur, arise, come to 
pass. Now chiefly quasi-zzfers. with subject 
clause. Also, Zo fall out to be. 

1568 Grarton Chron. 11, 102 It must needes fall out, that 
he shall have the better. 1598 Grenewey Yacztus’ Ann. 
XI. x, (1622) 170 Vologeses thinking there had fell out iust 
occasion of inuading Armenia..assembleth his power. 1627 
Perrror 7ithes 51 How often falls it out that a Parishioner 
. -detaines some part or the whole of his tithe. 1650 Baxter 
Saints’ R. ui. (1654) 13 If anything fell out amiss. 1688 
Lett. conc. Present St, Italy 10x It fell out to be the year 
of Jubily, 1650. 1770 Lancuorne Plutarch (1879) I. 344/2 
The death of this great mathematician fell out in the year 
of Rome 542. 1848 Dickens Dombey vi, Thus it fell out that 
Biler .. sought unfrequented paths. : ‘ 

h. To prove to be, turn out. Formerly with a7. 
ascompl., or ¢o de; now only with adverb of manner. 

1570 T. Witson Demosthenes 4 marg., As things fall out, 
the common sort judge. 1577 B. GooGr Heresbach’s Husb. 
1. (1586) 15 b, Such kinde of bargainyng..maketh his ac- 
comptes seeldome fall out just. 1614 Br. Hate Recold. 
Treat. 71 God purposed it as it is fallen out. 1642 RoGErs 
Naaman 369 If there fall out to be any defect therein. 1669 
Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 115 If the Division doth fall out 
even, without any over-plus. 1705 STANHOPE Paraphr. 1. 7 
When Matters so fall out that we cannot attend to Mercy 
and Sacrifice both. 1879 M. J. Guesr Lect. Hist. Eng. xiv. 
130 The chronicler tells how things fell out. 

+i. To fall out in: to burst out 2, to begin. 

@1555 Latimer Sev. §& Revt. (1845) 97 Zachary .. fell out 
in praising of God. 

+j. To fall out upon: to result from. Ods. 

1665 J. Spencer Vile. Prophecies 88 Fatal events have 
fallen out upon vain prophecies. 

94. Fall out of. a. See simple senses and Our. 

€ 1340 Cursor M. 12269 heading (¥airf.), Ihesus raisid a 
dede childe fallin out of a loft. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
93 Pere schal falle out of him pecis gobetmele. 1563 FuLKE 
Meteors (1640) 68 b, Quicksilver hath divers times fallen out 
of the clouds. 1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 21 He fel out 
of heauen into Lemnos. 1856 Froupe //ist. Eng. (1858) 1. 
i. 62 The people..were falling out of archery practice, ex- 
changing it for similar amusements. 1885 Manch. Even. 
News 6 July 2/2 Land has fallen out of cultivation. 

+b. To make a raid from. Ods. rare—'. 

1535 CovERDALE 2 Kiugs v. 2 There had men of warre 
fallen out of Syria, and caried awaye a litle damsel. 

ec. Mil. (Cf. 93 b.) 

1824 Scotr Redgauntlet xv, Do you fall out of the line, 
and wait here with me. 1859 JepHson Brittany xiv. 234 
The men piled arms and fell out of the ranks. 

da. Zo fall out of lease: to cease to be held on 
lease. 

1841 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. 11. u. 154 Farms which fell out 
of lease. 

95. Fall over. 
b. Sc. To go to sleep. 
enemy). 

1595 SHAKS. Yoh 11. i. 127 Dost thou now fall ouer to my 
foes? 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. u. (1711) 32 The Waves .. 
fall over with dashing and foaming. 1820 Scorressy Acc, 
Arctic Reg. 1. 466 ‘The moment life is extinct, it [a whale] 
always falls over on its side. 1823 Locxuarr Reg. Dalton 
u. v, Ellen Hesketh..wakened me—I had just fallen over, 

96. Fall short. a. Of supplies: To give out, 
fail, become insufficient. 

1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11.(1711) 106 Their [foxes’] Food 
falls but short there. 1748 Anson's Voy. 1. 1i. 137 Apprehen- 
sions of our provisions falling short. 

b. Of a shot, etc.: Not to reach the mark 
aimed at. 

1793 Hoste in Nicolas Disp. Nelson 1. 329 note, The Fort 
fired at us, but their balls fell short. 1848 J. Granr Adv. 
of Aide-de-C. xxxi, 'The bombs fell short. 

1 ¢@. ellipt. for Kall short of finding: to miss. 

1688 Bunyan Heavenly Footman (1886) 171 Be sure thou 
wilt fall short the way at last. 

97. Fall short of. a. To fail to reach or ob- 
tain (an object, wages, etc.) ; to fail in performing 
(one’s duty). 

1sgo Sir J. SmMytu Disc. Weapons 21b, The matches .. 
fall..short of the pannes and powder. 1629 tr. Herodian 
(1635) 111 The souldiers falling short of their hopes were 
extremely offended. 1793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 101 The 
workmen should on no occasion fall short of the common 
wages of the country. 1 H. S. Merriman Suspense 11. 
v. 114 He fell lamentably short of his duty. 

b. To fail of attaining to (a certain amount, 
degree, level, or standard) ; not to reach the same 
amount, etc. as. Also } Zo fall short to. 

1596 Spenser /, Q. vt. iii. 5 They fall too short of our fraile 
reckonings. 1630 RX. Fohnson's Kingd. § Comsnw. 88 They 
- will fall short to our expectation. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. 
Sacr. u. iv. §x The other Prophets fell so much short of 
Moses. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1698) I. 202 They fell short of 
the number they told us of. 171x Appison Spect, No. 61 P 5 
Though they excel later Writers in Greatness of Genius, 
they fall short of themin Accuracy. 1746 Hervey Wedit. 
(1818) 113 A felicity that never falls short of the very perfec- 
tion of elegance. “1845 MeCuttocu Taxation u1. iii, (1852) 
467 The income .. fell greatly short of the expenditure. 


a. See simple senses and OVER. 
+c. To go over zo (the 








FALLACIOUS, 


98. Fall through. ‘To break down, come to 
nought, fail, miscarry. + Rarely of persons. 

1781 G, R. Crarx in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev, (1853) III. 
324 Should we fall through in our present plans .. the Con- 
sequences will be fatal. 1879 Miss Yonce Camzcos Ser. 1. 
ix. 106 The charge seems to have fallen through. 1884 
Manch. Exam 22 May 5/x The proposed amalgamation . . 


fell through, ; 
99. Fall to. +a. Analytical form of ME. 


to-fallen to happen, occur. Ods. 

c 1400 Destr. Tvoy 2719 No man .. ferd is of fortune till it 

falle to. 2 
b. Of a gate, etc.: To shut automatically. 

1889 Maartens Six of F. Avelingh I. 1. x. 130 The oaken 

door fell to behind them, ae 
ce. To set to work, make a beginning ; esp. to 
begin eating ; also, to come to blows. (Cf. 66d, e.) 

1593 Suaks. Rich. IJ, v. v. 98 My Lord, wilt please you 
to fall too? 1677 Yarranton Lug. Improv. 10r Let 
us fall too, and consider of some good things to advance 
the Woollen Manufactures, 1842 Dickens Amer. Notes ii, 
We fall-to upon these dainties. 1865 Parkman Champlain 
ili. (1875) 223, I have seen our curé and the minister .. fall 
to with their fists on questions of faith. 1886 77 Cat xv. 
199 Dick, finding a spare rake, fell toand worked with a will. 

+100. Fall together. a. Of the eyes: To 
close. b. To collapse, contract, shrink up. Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 16762 +75 (Cott.) To-geder fell his eghen. 
1654 WuiITLock Zoofomia 75 He telleth him. .that the Brain 
is fallen close together, A 

ce. Fall together by the ears: see Kan 1d. 

tcs Phrase-key. (The prepositional combinations in X, 
and the adverbial combinations in XI, are not included.) 

Fall pres. conj. (fair, foul f£, what can, etc.) 46d; fall 
a prey, sacrifice, victim 24; / about a person’s ears 283; 
J among thieves 35 a3;_f at thecrest 15; 4 calm 10 b; 7. dead 
2337, due goa; f. from a person, his mouth 6; _/ heir gob; 
J. in age 7b; fin flesh 14; _# in (one’s) heart 34 ;_/ in love 
38 b; fin pieces 27 3 _f. in two 27b; F# into error, sin 25 b3 
J. into (a person’s) heart, mind 343 _/ on (one’s) face, knees 
20; fon a sword 19c3; f out of flesh 143 _f£ profit 46c; 
J. to be 40, 47; 4. to earth, ground 1, 19; _/ to (one’s) lot, 
share 31 3_/ to mould, to pieces, powder 273; f to (one’s) 
rifle 23c;  to-(one)self 36; £ to (one’s) share 313 let 
fall 4. 

+ Fa‘llable, a. Ots. Also 6 -ible. [f. Fann 
v. +-ABLE.] Capable of falling, liable to fall. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 177 b, The feble foundation of this fallible 
buildyng. 1577 tr. Brdlinger’s Decades (1592) 487 Unlesse 
God had made man fall-able, there had beene no praise of 
his workes or vertue. @1656 Br. Hati Rem, Wks. (1660) 
371 Man, as he was creable, fallable, saveable. 

+ Falla‘ce, 5d. Ods. Forms: 4-5 fallas, 5 
falace, 4-7 fallace. [a. F. fallace, ad. L. fallacia, 
f. fallax : see next.] 

. Deception, trickery, falsehood ; deceitfulness ; 
an instance of the same; = FALLACY 1, 2. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3664 (Cott.) If mi fader pat es now blind 
Mai mi fallace oght vnderfind. 1388 Wycuir Mai¢. xiii. 22 
The fallace of ritchessis strangulith the word, 1483 Cax- 
ton G. de la Tour Hiv, The fallaces and vanytees of the 
world. 1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 1.73 Lyes and fallaces that 
they did write. a 1634 Cuarman A /phonsus Plays 1873 111. 
235 Nay without fallace they have several Beds. 

2. A sophistical argument ; = FALLACY 3. 

1832 More Coufut. Tindale Wks. 637/2 A goodly false 
foolishe fallace. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, 1. xiv. § 6 
Socrates. . hath exactly expressed all the fourmes of obiec- 
tion, fallace and redargution. 

+ Falla‘ce, 2. Os. rare—'. [a. OF. fallace, 
ad. L. fallax (stem fallact-), f. fallére to deceive. ] 
= FALLACIOUS. 

1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. xvi. 231 Freres..Meuen motifs 
meny tymes insolibles and fallaces. 

+ Fallaci‘loquence. Oés.-° [ad. L. falla- 
ctloguentia, f. fallact- (see prec.) + loguentia talk 
ing: see -ENCE.] Deceitful speech. 

1656-81 in Biount Glossogy. 1721-61 in Bairey. 

+ Fallaci‘loquent, a. Ods.—° [f. L. fallacé- 
(see FALLACE) + Zoqguent-en, pr. pple. of logur to 
speak.] Speaking deceitfully. 1730-6 in Baitry, 

Fallacious (faléi‘fos), a. [f. L. fullaci=a (see 
Fauiacy)+-ous. Cf. F. fadlactewx. In early use 
it appears with sense derived from that of the sb. ; 
subsequently (in accordance with the usual tendency 
of adjs. in -AcIouS) it came to be taken as the re- 
presentative of L. fadlax.] 

1. Of an argument, syllogism, etc. : Containing a 
fallacy. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas, xt. xx, Seven sophyms full hard 
and fallacyous ‘Thys ydre used in preposicion Unto the 
people. 1651 Baxter /uf. Baft. 228, I undertake to prove 
every Argument of his .. to be vain and fallacious. 1788 
Rew Aristotle's Log. v. §3. 116 Such fallacious syllogisms 
are considered in this treatise. 1864 Bowrn Logic ix. 294 
Those fallacious reasonings which are correct in form, 

2. ta. persons: Deceitful (ods.). b. Of 
things : Deceptive, misleading. 

a. 1663 CowLry The Complaint viii, Teach me not then, 

O thou fallacious Muse, The Court..t’accuse. 1 Burke 
Late State Nat. Wks. 1842 1. 82 This author .. is only 
slovenly and inaccurate, and not fallacious. 
_b. 1651 Biccs New Disp. ® 305 A fallacious word, signify- 
ing contrary to what it pretends. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) 
VI. 2024 A very fallacious method of judging. 1856 FroupE 
Hist. Eng. (1858) 11. x. 434 No evidence is more fallacious 
than that which rests upon isolated facts. , 

3. That causes disappointment ; mocking expecta- 
tion, delusive. 


FALLACIOUSLY. 


1667 Mitton P. LZ. 1x. 1046 That fallacious Fruit. 1741 
Mippieton Cicero II. x. 385 False and fallacious hopes. 
1877 Sparrow Servwz. i. 11 Nor is it a deceitful joy..a falla- 
cious peace. . 

eens (faléi-fasli), adv. 
-LY 2.) Ina fallacious manner. 

1650 Sir T. Browne Psexud. Ep. Pref., We..promise no 
disturbance or reoppose any pen that shall fallaciously re- 
fute us. 1764 Rem /uguiry vi. § 5. 139 That our senses 
fallaciously represented them [heat, colour, etc.] as being in 
bodies. 1884 Sir C. S. C. Bowen in Law Rep. 28 Chanc. 
Div. 15 It is often fallaciously assumed that [etc,]. 

Fallaciousness (falé':fosnés). [f. as prec. 
+-NESS.] The quality or fact of being fallacious. 

1681 H. More “xf. Dan. 34 The..fallaciousness of the 
Greek Nation. 1752 Jounson Rambler No. 203 ? 2 Every 
one has..detected the fallaciousness of hope. 1847 Harr 
Vict. Faith 44 Vhe groundlessness and fallaciousness of a 
proposition. — 

+ Fallacity. Ods. [ad.L fallacitat-em,n. of 
state f. fallax: see FaLtAce a.]  Fallaciousness. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 190 The old..Aphorism of. . 
Nature’s obscurity. .the Senses fallacity. 1773 Observ. State 
Poor 49 However consistent this specious reasoning may be 
with. .justice, its fallacity will not escape detection. 

Fallacy (fe'lasi). Forms: 5-7 falacy(e, 6-7 
fallacie, (7 fallecie), 7— fallacy. [ad. L. faliacia, 
n. of quality f. fallax deceptive: see FALLACE a. 
First in 15th c. replacing the older Fattacn s6.] 

+1. Deception, guile, trickery; a deception, trick; 
a false statement, a lie. Ods. 

1481 Caxton Keynard (Arb.) 67 Ha reynart how wel can 
ye your falacye and salutacion doon. 1607 TorseLy Mour-f, 
Beasts (1673) 159 ‘Vhen make they a narrow bridge covered 
with earth..that the beasts may dread no fallacy. 1671 
Mirron ?. &. 1. 155 Winning by Conquest what the first 
man lost By fallacy surprized. 1749 Fietpinc Tom Fones 
xvi. ix, Her utter detestation of all fallacy. f 

2. fa. Deceitfulness (0és.). b. Deceptiveness, 
aptness to mislead, unreliability. 

1641 J. Jounson (¢7¢Ze), The Academy of Love, describing 
the Folly of younge Men and the Fallacy of Women. 1654 
Wurttock Zootomia 220 Let us not affirm their existence, 
and ore on the Fallacies of Sense. c1800 K, Wuire Rev. 
(1837) 381 The fallacy of human friendship. 1849 Mrs. 
SoMERVILLE Connex. Phys. Sc. xxv. 264 A consciousness of 
the fallacy of our senses. ; 

3. A deceptive or misleading argument, a sophism. 
In Logic esp. a flaw, material or formal, which 
vitiates a syllogism; any of the species or types to 
which such flaws are reducible. Also, sophistical 
reasoning, sophistry. 

Not in Wilson’s Logic (1552) which has ‘ deceipt’, ‘ de- 
ceiptfulness’, as the equivalent of /ad/acia in this sense. 

156z Turner //erbal 1. 100, It is a false fallacie..to argue 
from a parte to the hole. 1612 Brinstey Lud. Lit. xvii. 
(1627) 208 To helpe to answer the subtilties or fallacies. 
a1665 J. Goopwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 160, I shall 
..proceed to shew the fallacies and other weaknesses of 
those pretences. 1776 Apam Situ W, NV. 11. iv. I. 357 The 
fallacy which seems to have misled those gentlemen. 1884 
tr. Lotze’s Logic 284 The commonest fallacy is ambiguity of 
the middle term. : 

4. A delusive notion, an error, esp. one founded 
on false reasoning. Also, the condition of being 
deceived, error, 

1gsg0 Suaxs. Com. Err. u. ii. 188 Ile entertaine the free’d 
[Globe ed. offer'd] fallacie. 1665 GLANVILL Scefs. Sci. xiii. 75 
We being then thus obnoxious to fallacy in our apprehensions 
and judgments. 1735-8 Botincproke Ox Parties Ded. 22 
When They cannot impose a Fallacy, endeavour. .to hinder 
Men from discerning a Truth. 1825 Syp. Smitu Wks. (1859) 
II. 59/2 A vast number of absurd and mischievous fallacies. 
1844 H. H. Witson Srit. India I, 413 In adducing the 
authority of Hindu writers in favour of the doctrine, two 
sources of fallacy are discernible. 

5. Sophistical nature, unsoundness (of argu- 
ments); erroneousness, delusiveness (of opinions, 


expectations, etc.). 

1777 PriestLey Disc. Philos. Necéss. Pref. 30, I was 
enabled to see the fallacy of most of the arguments. 1825 
MeCuttocn Pol. Econ. 11. 158 The returns under the popu- 
lation acts have shown the fallacy of these opinions. 1850 
Prescorr Per If. 193 expectations of wealth, of which 
almost every succeeding expedition had proved the fallacy, 

+b. Proneness to err, fallibility. Ods. rare. 

1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. w. xxvii. (1739) 120 Find- 
ing the fallacy of the infallible Chair, he hearkens unto other 
Doctors. 1796 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life § Writ. (1832) 
Ill. 87 Experience has taught me a sincere faith in the 
fallacy of human opinions, 

6. Comd., as fallacy-monger. 

1849 CospEN Sfeeches 10 When the revolutions broke out, 
these fallacy-mongers exclaimed. 

Fallage (folédz). [f. Faun v. + -acu.] The 
action or process of falling or cutting down trees. 

1882 Mayne Reip in WV. Y. Tribune May, The fallage is 
not all done at the same time. 

Fal-lal (fee:ljlarl, feelel), 56. and a. Also 
fallol. [One of the many reduplicating formations 
expressing the notion of something trivial or gaudy; 
cf. knick-knack, gew-gaw. The suggestion may 
have been given by FALBALA.] A. sd. 

1. A piece of finery or frippery, a showy adorn- 
ment in dress. Chiefly A/. 

#1706 Evetyn(Fairholt), His dress has bows and fine fal- 
lalls. 1718 Mrs. Centiivre Bold Stroke for Wife u, And 
thou do’st really think those Fallals becometh thee? 1775 
T. Suermpan Art Reading 88 One of their painted Cour- 
tezans, adorned with fripperies and fallals. 1816 Scorr 


[f. as prec. + 
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Old Mortal, xxxix, It was an idle fancy. .to dress the honest 
auld man in thae expensive fal-lalls that he ne’er wore in his 
life. 1861 Sata Dutch Pict. viii. 121 New bonnets .. and 
similar feminine fallals. 

2. dial. Affectation in manner, fussy show of 
politeness. 

1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., ‘1 canna believe a 
word ’e says ’e’s so much fallal about ’im.’ 1887 S. Cheshire 
Gloss., ‘He's too much fallol about him to pleease me,’ 

3. =Fa-LA, 

1864 Reader 17 Sept. 364 The slow dance with its ‘ fal-lal’ 
burthen. 

+ B. adj. Affected, finicking, foppish. Ods. 

1748 RicHARpson Clarissa I. xlii. 291 Humouring his 
old fal-lal taste. 1768 Map. D’Arsiay Early Diary 17 
July, I was so sick of the ceremony and fuss of these fall 
lall people! 1818 Scorr Ht. Mid/. xxv, Your cockups and 
your fallal duds. 2 

+b. absol. Zo de a little upon the fal-lal: to 
border on the affected. 

1754 RicHArpson Grandison V. xvi, The lady is a little 
upon the fallal. 

Fallalery (feljle'léri). [f. prec. sb. + -ERY.] 
Tawadry finery, gaudy ornament. 

1833 Hoop Public Dinner ii, Dames in the gallery, All 
dressed in fallallery. 1891 G. Merepiru One of our Con- 
guerors I. iv. 65 Dancing and flirting and fal-lallery. 

Fallalish (feljlelif), @ vare. ([f. Fat- 
LAL @. + -ISH.] Somewhat fal-lal. Hence Fal- 
la‘lishly adv. , 

1754 RicHarpson Grazdison (1781) V. xliii. 274 An old 
soul, whose whole life has been but one dream, a little fal- 


lal-ishly varied. 
Obs. Forms: 6-7 fallacian, 


+ Falla‘tion. 
-ion, fallation. [Formation not quite clear; f. 


FALLACY or its source, the ending being confused 
with -aTion; or f. FALLAcIOuS, on the analogy of 
Suspicious, suspicion.) = FALLACY 3. 

a1568 Ascuam Scholem. u. (Arb.) 132 Tomitanus .. hath 
expressed euerie fallacionin Aristotle, with diuerse examples 
out of Plato, 1588 Fraunce Lazwéers Log. 1. iv. 26b, Fal- 
lacians bee eyther in the woord or in the reason. 1610 
Hearey St, Aug. Citie of God 309. 

+ Fa‘ll-away, 56. Ods. [f. vbl. phrase fad/ 
away: see FALL v. 79.) One who falls away from 
religion; an apostate. 

1682 Bunyan Barren Mig-tree (1684) 104 It is impossible 
for those Wall-a-ways to be renewed again unto repentance. 

+ Fa‘llax, sd. Obs. [a. L. fallax, neut. of fallax 
deceptive, f. fallére to deceive.] =F aLnacy. 

1530 Patscr, 218/2 Fallaxe or desceyt, fadace. 1563 Foxe 
A. § M. 750, I answer to thargument, whych I do deny as 
a fallax. @1628 I. Grevitte Sidney viii. (1652) 104 ‘That 
ever-betraying Fallax of undervaluing our enemies. 1669 
Srurmy Mariner's Mag. C ij b. 

+ Fallaxity. Ods. [f.L. fallax: see Fanuace 
a. and -I1TY.] =FALLAcy. 

c 1640 J. Smytu Lives Berkeleys (1883) 11. 226 Great deceit, 
fallaxity and crafty waies. 4 

Fa‘ll-back, sd. For the stress on this and 
similar words, cf. BreaK-pown. [f. vbl. phrase 
fall back: see FALL v. 80.] 

a. Something upon which one may fall back; 
a reserve. b. A falling back, depression. 

1851 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. X11. u. 402 It is. .advisable. .to 
provide a ‘ fall-back’, or adjacent stubble field into which 
the flock may retire at pleasure. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. 
xxi. (1856) 162 He would leave the Mary. .to serve as a fall- 
back in case we should lose our vessels. 1892 Pall Mall G, 
26 Feb. 2/1 You will have occasional months of fall-back, 
but that will in time be made up, and every quarter will 
show a steady increase. 

+ Fa‘ll-door. Os. rare. [f. Faun sd.1+ Door, 
after Flemish valdeure.] A trap-door. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.)27 And ther stode a faldore 
by, and we clymened ther up..and they that laye nexte the 
fyre cryden that the valdore was open. 


Fa‘ll-down, z. [f. vbl. phrase fa// down: see 
Fauu v. 84.] That falls down, turned over. 

1829 Marryat J. Mildmay xxiii, He appeared ina. . fall- 
down collar. 1882 Unifi Reg. in Navy List July 493/2 Coat. 
—Blue cloth, double-breasted, fall-down collar. 

Fallen (f61’n), Af/.@. For forms see Fatt z. 

1. That has come down or dropped from a high 
position. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 1214 White as snowe falle newe. 1776 
Witnerine Brit, Plants IV. 154 Two distinct species grow 
..on the fallen branches of trees. 1849 Sh. Mat. Hist, 
Mammalia \V. 27 Fallen acorns constitute the food of the 
dormouse. 

b. Fallen-stars Sc.: (see quot.). 

1808 JAmirson, /adlex stars .. Tremella Nostoc, Linn. ; 
a gelatinous plant, found in pastures &c. after rain. /did. s.v., 
Sea Fallen Stars..ananimal thrown on the sea-shore in 
summer and autumn ; Aledusa equorea, Linn. 

2. Of the sun; Having set. rare. 

1892 Tennyson Voresters 1. iii, The long bright day is 
done, And darkness rises from the fallen sun. 


3. Of flesh, etc.: Shrunken, emaciated. fadlenx 


fleece ; see quot. 1892. 

1722 Dr For Col, Fack (x840) 281 Her fallen flesh plumped 
up. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa VI, xxx. 98 The old lines 
appearing strong in the. .fallen cheeks. 1892 Ladour Com- 
mission Gloss. No. 8 Fallen Fleeces. Fleece, wool, or 
mohair, taken from the dead carcases of sheep, &c., and, 
therefore, diseased. 


4, That has been laid low, or brought to the 
ground. Also adso/. of men, /¢. and fig. 





FALLIBLE. 


a 1631 Donne fier. (1652) 93 Falne Okes the Axe doth 
into ‘Timber hew. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) 1. 283 
The branches of the fallen forest. 1819 Mrs. Hemans A den- 
cerrage 56 There bleed the fallen, there contend the brave. 
a 1835 — Marius 82 Midst fallen palaces she sits alone. 
1871 FREEMAN Worm. Cozgq. (1876) IV. xvii. 34 The estates 
of the fallen King [Harold]..were..forfeited. zd. 62 ‘The 
fallen gonfanon of Harold. 1878 J. P. Hopps Yesus v. 21 
His delight was, to lift up the fallen. 

5. fig. a. Ina moral sense: That has lost purity 
or innocence; ruined. 4 fallen woman: one who 
has surrendered her chastity. b. With reference to 
rank, fortune, or dignity; That has come down 
from high estate. 

a 1628 F. Grevitte Poems, Hum. Learning xix, Yea of 
our falne estate the fatall staine Is such, as [etc.]. 1645 
Mitton Tetrarch. Wks. 1738 1. 230 God.. would. .not [have] 
sent word by Malachi in a sudden fal’n stile. 1682 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 1711/4 It was contrived by some Discontented 
Antimonarchical Fallen-Angel. 1712 STEELE Sect. No. 276 
rx Your Papers with regard to the fallen Part of the Fair 
Sex. 1751 JortTIn Sev7. (1771) I. ii. 21 The Messiah was to 
restore fallen man. 1820 Byron A/ar. Faliecro u. i, The 
once fall’n woman must for ever fall. 1848 Macautay //ist. 
Eng. V1. 482 The fallen dynasty and the fallen hierarchy 
were restored. 1875 JowEtr Plato (ed. 2) III. 71 Philosophy, 
even in her fallen estate, has a dignity of her own. 

6. Fallen-off: (see FALL v. gt). 

1611 Suaxs. Cyd. 1. vii, 6 The Legions now in Gallia, 
are Full weake to vndertake our Warres against The falne- 
off Britaines. 1806 Surr Winter in Lond. (ed. 3) I. 188 
He is. .a fallen-off branch from the good old English tree. 


+Fallency. Civil Law. Obs. [ad. med.L, 
fallentia, {. fallére to deceive: see -ENCY.] An in- 
stance of the failure of a rule; an exception. 

1603 Haywarp Axsw. to Doleman iv. Lij, Alexander and 
Felinus doe assigne fiue fallencies vnto these rules. 1660 
Jer. Taytor Duct. Dubit. I. Pref. 9 Socinus sets down 802 
fallencies, (that’s the word of the law,) concerning the con- 
testation of suits and actions at law. 


Faller (fg:lo1). [f. Fann v. +-2R!.] 
1. One who falls, in various senses of the vb. 


+Also with adv., as faller off. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 147 Fallare, or he pat oftyn tyme 
fallythe, cadax. 1877 tr. Bullinger’s Decades (1592) 824 He 
was accounted ..a faller off from y® true Church of Ged. 
@ 1631 Laup Servmz. (1847) 13 Nor are we fallers out of the 
Church, but they fallers off from verity. 1725 BrapLry 
Fam. Dict. s.v. Rules for buying Horses, It’s a true Mark 
of..a perpetual Faller. 1890 Pad/ Mall G. 22 Aug. 1/2 Six 
riders were brought to grief .. Being experienced fallers, 
however, nothing more serious than bruises resulted. 

2. A feller of timber. Only dzal. 

1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-0k, s.v., The fallers bin 
on Esridge [Eastridge] coppy agen. 

3. The Hen-harrier (Circus cyancus). 

1885 in Swainson Prov. Names Brit. Birds 132. 

+4. A part of a mill for scouring clothes, etc. ; 


(see quot.). Ods. 

1677 YARRANTON xg. [7iprov. 107 There are Six or Eight 
Fallers (or Feet) which are taken and lifted up by the Axle- 
tree..and so fall down-right into a Box, or Chest, wherein 
the Cloth lyeth. : ‘ f aa 

5. The name of various appliances in spinning 


machines. Also attrib. 

1851 L. D. B. Gorpon Art Frul. Catal. Gt. Exhib. 
p. vi**/2 As the carriage approaches the roller-beam, the 
spinner gradually raises the faller-wire. 1879 Cassedl’s 
Techn. Educ. 1V. 396/t Along the top of the spindles stretch 
two wires called the ‘ fallers’. 

Also 


+ Fallera. falconry. Obs. rare—"*. 
7-8 in Dicts. fal(l)orn, falera. (See quots.) 

1486 Bk. St. Alban’s Ciij a, When ye se that yowre hawkes 
clees wax white ; then she has the fallera. 1692-1732 CoLrs, 
Fatorn, fall-,a disease in hawks known by their white talons. 
1721-1800 Baitry, Malera. 


Fallibility (felibiliti). [f next+-1ry. Cf. 
¥, faillibilité.| The state or fact of being fallible ; 
liability to err or to mislead (in mod. usage limited 


to the former) ; an instance of the same. 

1634 ‘E. Knorr’ in Chillingworth's Relig. Prot. iv. § 14 
Nothing of the Churches Visibility or Invisibility, Fallibility 
or Infallibility. 1677 Hate Prin. Orig. Man, u. 1. 131 
Those Evidences of Fact..have or may have their several 
allays and fallibilities. 1725 Watts Logic .ix. 409 Tho’ there 
be a great deal of Fallibility in the Testimony of Men. 1775 
Harris Philos. Arrangent. Wks. (1841) 353 The fallibility 
which sometimes attends this method of distinguishing. 1840 
Tuackeray Paris Sk.-bk. (1872) 216 The fallibility of judges 
and lawyers. 1859 Mut Liberty i. 18 The fallibility of what 
is called the moral sense, 

Fallible (fz'lib’l), a. Also 6-7 fallable. [ad. 
late L. fallibilis, £. fallére to deceive : see -BLE. Cf. 
F. faillible. i 

The L. word appears in Papias (11th c.) with the active 
sense ‘deceitful’; in late med.L, it has the passive sense 
§ deceivable’.] i ; 

1. Of persons or their faculties: Liable to be de- 
ceived or mistaken; liable to err. 

1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. vi, I suppose her connyng was 
fallible. 1638 Penit. Conf. vii. (1657) 135 He is fallible, and 
often erring in judgment. 1699 Burnet 39 Art. xxxill. 
(x700) 364 An Authority to which no fallible Body of men 
can have a Right. 1763 Jounson in Boswell Zi (1831) I. 
391 A fallible being will fail somewhere. 1855 Mirman Lazy, 
Chr. (1864) V. 1x, il. 206 The papal power. . the representative 
of fallible man rather than of the infallible God. 1881 W. 
Couns Bi. Robe 1. iii. 142 These rebuffs are wholesome 
reminders of his fallible human nature. 

2. Of rules, opinions, arguments, etc.: Liable to 


be erroneous, unreliable. 


FALLIBLY. 


a1420 HoccLeve De Reg. Princ. 2867 This worldes joye 
is transitorie, And the truste on it slipir and fallible. 1534 
More in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 117 11. 52 The fallible opinion 

. of lightsome chaungeable peple. c1555 HarpsFIELD 
Diverce ITen. VIII (1878) 164 This argument... is but a 
fallable argument. 1603 SHAKs. AZeas. for A/, U1. i. 170 Do 
not satisfie your resolution with hopes that are fallible. 1643 
Sir T. Browne Relig. Aled. i, 23 The. fallible discourses of 
man upon the word of God. 1677 W. Hussarp Narrative 
u. 1 Uncertain and fallible Reports. 1736 Burter Azad. 
i. vili. 393 The rules .. of preserving health .. are not only 
fallible and precarious. 1851 Herscuet Stud. Nat. Phil. 
ut. ili, 286 A slow and painful process if rightly gone into, 
and a very fallible one if only partially executed. 

+ b. Not determinable with certainty. Obs. rare. 

1664 Power Lx. Philos. 11. 166 This Angle of Variation 
being quite fallible, and alwayes variable. 

+3. Fallacious, delusive. Ods. rare. 

1559 MorwynG Zvonym. 176 Suche waters..make a fallible 
image of youth. 

4, quasi-s?. One who is fallible. rave. 

1705 HickERINGILL Priest-cr. Wks. (1716) 79 She [Queen 
Elizabeth] over-liv’d this infallible fallible [Pope Pius V]. 
1846 G.S. Faser Lett. 7ractar. Secess. Popery 164 All these 
fallibles are added up together in one sum which shall col- 
lectively constitute the Church. 

Hence Fa‘llibleness = FALLIBILITY. 

1648 Hammonp Yo Ld. Vairfax 19 The weaknesse and 
falliblenesse of these few principles. 1730-6 in Battery (folio). 

Fallibly (fee'libli), adv. [f. as prec. + -Ly 2.] 
In a fallibke manner. 

1552 Hutoet, Fallably, svédole. 1638 Cuittinew. Relig. 


Prot.t. it. § 94. 87 Why does shee imploy particular Doctors 
to interpret Scriptures fallibly % 


Falling (f9'lin), vd/. sd. 
The action of the vb. FaLu. 
1. In intransitive senses. 

c 1300 Cursor M, 1854 (Cott.) Abute fiue monetz was bat 
it stud Wit-outen falling bat fers fludd. cx340 /bid. 411 
heading (Fairf.) Pe fallinge of lucifer and his felawes. 
«31450 Kut, de la Tour 11 She..in her fallyng cried helpe 
on our lady. 1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c.13§$13 Fromthe 
tyme of the falling of theym [lambs] unto the feast of..Seynt 
John Baptyste. 1563 Furke AZeteors (1640) 55 b, Sleet .. 
beginneth to melt in the falling. 1580 Hortysanp 7veas. 
Fr. Tong, Ravallement..a falling in price, as the falling of 
the market. 1621 SANDERSON Sermz, I. 214 Vzza had better 
have ventured the falling, than the fingering of the ark. 
1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr. Viaud's Shipwreck 10g The falling 
of night would otherwise have forced us to lay aside our 
labour. 1807 T. THomson Chem, (ed. 3) 11. 378 The falling 
of the drops of alcohol from the beak of the receiver. 
1839 Loner. Hyperion 1. vii. (1865) 38 The silent falling 


of snow. 
2. In various specific applications. a. Zhe fall- 


ing of the leaf: autumn, Db. Setting (of the sun). 
e. Pathol. (see quot. 1884). d. In the barometer, 
etc. e. Mus. Cf. Fauu v. 17. 

a. 1503 Hawes Zxamp. Virt. i. 5 In Septembre in fall- 
ynge of the lefe. 

b. 1555 Even Decades 1 Folowinge the fallinge of the 
sonne. 

Cc. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 303 For fallinge of be maris 
pat is cleped dislocacioun of the maris. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Falling of the won, a popular term for Prolapsus utert. 

1658 WiLtsForD Natures Secrets 154 The often rising 
and falling of the water [in a weather-glass] shews the out- 
ward Air very mutable..and the weather unconstant. 1688 
J. Smiru Baroscope 65 Wet and Rainy Weather come pre- 
sently upon the Mercury’s Falling. 1814 W. C. WELLS 
Ess. Dew 9 The falling of the mercury in the barometer. 
1860 Apm. Firz-Roy in Merc. Marine Mag. Vi1. 340 Indi- 
cations of approaching changes .. are shown .. by its [the 
barometer’s] falling or rising. 

€. 1609 DouLann Ornith. Microl.1. vi. 17 The falling of 
a Song. 1674 Simpson in Campion Art of Descant 4 foot-n., 
If the Bass do rise more than a fourth, it must be called 
falling. 1706 A. Beprorp Temple Mus. ix. 186 A falling .. 
at the Beginning of a Strain. 

3. In transitive senses. 

1580 Lease in Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 237 At 
every falling he will leave for every acre fallen. .twelve trees. 
1699 Lutirete Brief Rel. (1857) 1V. 483 A libell against the 
last parliament about their falling of guineas. 

+ 4. A depression in the soil ; a hollow, declivity, 
slope. Ods. 

1563 GoLpinc Cxsar 61 b, High rockes and steepe fallings. 
1580 SIDNEY Arcadia U1. (1622) 250 Amphialus embushed his 
footemen in the falling of a hill. 1684 R. H. Sch. Recreat. 
83 Observe..the Risings, Fallings, and Advantages of the 
Places where you Bowl. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s 
Gardening 21 Gardens. .having no Risings, nor Fallings. 

5. concr. Something which falls or has fallen. 
a. A fragment (of a building); aruin. b. usually 
in #/. A dropping, a windfall. Also fig. 

a. 1382 Wyctir J/sa. lxi, 4 And olde fallingus thei shul 
rere, and thei shul restore cities forsaken. 1599 Haxtuyr 
Voy. \I. 1. 214 A great part of it..is..almost couered with 
the aforesayd fallings. 

1608 Vorksh. Trag.1.i, Apples hanging longer. .than 
when they are ripe, make so many fallings. a166x Hoty- 
pay Fuvenal 180 Virro was capable of such caduca, such 
fallings .. such windfalls. 1687 Drypen (ind § P. in. 103 
Tis the beggar’s gain To glean the fallings of the loaded 
wain. 1847-78 HaLuiweE tL, Yadlings, dropped fruit. South, 

6. With adverbs, expressing the action of the vbl. 
combinations under FA v. XI. 

1440 Promp. Parv., Fallynge downe, idem est quod Fallynge 
evylle. 1580 Hottypanp 7veas, Fr. Tong, Catarrhe .. the 
Catarre or fallyng downe of humours. 1607 Suaxs. 7¥s0n 1. 
iil. 401 The falling from ofhis Friendes. 1611 Binte2 Thess. 
ii. 3 That day shall not come, except there come a falling 
away first. 1659 B. Harris Parival's Iron Age 200 They 


[f. Fart v. + -Ine!.] 


. observed the falling back of the French. 1722 W. Roaurs . 
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Voy. 315 Numbers..are lost by the falling in of the Earth. 
1748 Ricnarpson Clarissa VII. v. 26 All her falling away, 
and her fainting fits, 1878 L. P. Merepirn Teeth 181 The 
falling away of the gums after extraction. 
b. Falling off: the action of the vb. Fadl off 

(Fat v. 91); decadence, defection, diminution. 

1602 SHAks. Ham. 1. v. 47 Oh Hamlet, what a falling off 
was there. 1709 STEELE & Appison Yatler No. 111 P 4 
A Falling off from those Schemes of Thinking. 1802 T. 
Beppoes //ygéia vii, Should it be accompanied by falling 
off in flesh. 1834 Brit. Husb, 111. 60 A falling off of the 
milk is immediately noticed. 1837 Wuitrier Barclay of 
Ury xv, Hard to feel the stranger's scoff, Hard the old 
friend’s falling off. 1883 E, Pennett-Evmuirst Creane 
Leicestersh. 155 ‘Vhe grey showed no falling off from his 
previous form. : 

ec. Falling out: the action of the vb. Fall out 

(FALL z. 93), disagreement, quarrel ; also + ending. 

1568 Grarton Chron. 11. 97 This fallyng out of king John 
with..Geoffrey Archebishop of Yorke. 1586 W. Wespe 
Eng. Poetrie (Arb.) 56 The falling out of verses together in 
one like sounde, is commonly called... Ryme. 1667 Perrys 
Diary (1877) V. 194, I have heard of a falling out between 
my Lord Arlington..and W. Coventry. 1741 RicHARDSON 
Pamela 11. 337 We had a sad Falling-out tother Day. 
1847 Tennyson Princess 1, 251 Blessings on the falling out 
That all the more endears. 


Falling (f9'lin), A4/.a.  [f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 

1. That falls, in various senses of the vb. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 27581 (Cott.) Pe standand fail, be falland 
rise. 1611 Biste Jsa, xxxiv. 4 All their hoste shall fall 
downe..as a falling figge from the figge tree. 1613 SHAKS. 
Hen. VITT, m1. ii, 333 Presse not a falling man too farre. 
1661 J. Cuitprey Brit. Bacon. 170 The high Hils .. break 
of the storms and falling Snow. 1695 CoNGrReve Love 

Jor L. Prol., One falling Adam, and one tempted Eve. 
az Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 86 Dark 
Prophecies predict our falling State. 1717 Lapy M. W. 
Monracur Le#é. (1763) I]. xxix. 29 My Caftan .. is a robe 
..with very long strait falling sleeves. 1762 FALCONER 
Shipwr. 1. 490 The vessel parted on the falling tide. 1781 
Gspon Decl. § J, III. 148 The weakness of the falling 
empire. 1833 Hr. Martineau Vanderput § S. vi. 99 Hein’s 
frowning brow and falling countenance. 1843 Lytron Last 
Bar.1.iv.28 The long throat and falling shoulders. 1848 Mitt 
Pol. Econ, w1, xxiv, § 3 The speculative holders are unwill- 
ing to sell ina falling market, 1858 in Merc. Marine Mag. 
V. 12 Kate Hoofer..had strong..winds..with falling baro- 
meter. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 852/2 The Peabody 
gun..has a falling breech-block. ‘ 

2. Prosody. Of a foot, rhythm, etc. : Decreasing 
in stress, having the ictus at the beginning. 

1844 Breck & Fetron tr. Munk’s Metres 8 A rhythm 
which begins with the arsis, and descends to the thesis, is 
called falling or sinking. 

3. Astrol. Falling houses (see CADENT a. 2). 

1594 BiunpveEvit £verc. 1. xxxvi. (ed. 7) 493 Those that go 
next before any of the foure principall Angles, are called 
falling houses. 

4. Falling-in: that slopes inwards from below. 

1887 Sci. Amer. 2 July 11/2 Yachts with the falling-in top- 
sides of a man of war. 

5. Syntactical Combinations. a. Halling-tdisease, 
+-evel (see Evin 7 b), +-2//, -sickness (now rare) = 
Epitersy. Also humorously for ‘a fall’, and fig. 

The Eng. expressions are after L. szorbus caducus ; cf. Ger. 
Jallende sucht. 

ai1225 Ancr. R. 176 Fallinde vuel ich cleopie licomes sic- 
nesse. 1527 ANDREW Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters Cv, An 
ounce is good for them that haue the fallynge sekenesse. 
1607 Torsett Four. Beasts (1673) 171 The gall ofa Ferret is 
commended against the Falling disease. 1652 Woman's 
Universe in Watson Collect. Scots Poems i. (1711) 10% 
Hippocrates..Could never cure her Falling-ill, Which takes 
her when she pleases. 1706 Puiuirs (ed, Kersey), Halling 
Evil, a Disease which sometimes happens to Horses, being 
no other than the Falling-sickness. 1843 Sir T. Warson 
Lect. Physic(x871) I. 630 Its [epilepsy’s] common designation 
is the falling sickness; or, more vaguely, fits. 

. in various other Combs., as falling-band = 
FALL 50.1 23 a; +falling-door = fo/ding-door; 
+ falling-gate = falling-sluice; } falling-hinge, 
one by which a door, etc. rises vertically when 
opened ; falling-mould, 47ch. (see quot.); fall- 
ing-sluice (see quot.). 

1598 *Falling-band [see FALL sd. 23 a]. 1637 EARLof Cork 
Diary in Sir R. Boyle Diary Ser. 1. (1886) V. 39 Sent me 
this daie. .6 laced ffalling bands and vi pair of cuffes sutable. 
1753 Hanway 7rav. I. 11. xxxiv. 231 The Divan, or open 
hall, is in the centre, and shuts in with *falling-doors, 1801 
lTull Navig. Act 2559 Iwo clear openings..in which shall 
be placed “falling gates. 1783 7rans. Soc. Arts 1. 320 A 
*falling hinge. 1876 Gwitt Archit. Gloss., *Falling Moulds, 
the two moulds applied to the vertical sides of the railpiece, 
one to the convex, the other to the concave side, in order to 
form the back and under surface of the rail and finish the 
squaring. 1846 Bucuanan Yechuol. Dict., *Falling-sluice, 
a..flood-gate, in connection with mill-dams .. self-acting or 
contrived to fall down of itself in the event of a flood. 

Falling-star (f9'lin)stax). [f Fanine AZ/. a. 
+Srar.] A meteor; a shooting star. 
_ 1563 Futxe Meteors (1640) 8b, Thus much for the shoot- 
ing or falling starres. 1690 T. Burnet 7h. Earth 11. 98 
The last sign we shall take notice of is that of Falling Stars. 
1759 Miter in Phil. Trans. LI. 258 This meteor..moved 
with less rapidity than falling-stars commonly do. 1836 
Maccittvray Humboldt's Trav, x. 127 He found falling 
stars more frequent in the equinoctial regions, 

Fallocque, obs. f. of FrLucca. 

Fallopian (falowpiin),a. Anat. [f. Hallopi-us 
(latinized name of an Italian anatomist 1523-1562) 
+-AN.] Used in the names of certain anatomical 
structures reputed to have been discovered by Fal- 








FALLOW. 


lopius, as in Fallopian aqueduct, arch, canal, liga- 
ment, tube: see quots. 

1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), Madlopian Tubes. 1754-64 
SMELLIE A/zdwif. I. 113 The Fimbria of the Fallopian tube. 
1831 R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 55 There is a hole .. which 
terminates the Fallopian aqueduct, and transmits the facial 
nerve from the interior of the cranium. 1860 Mayne Lxfos. 
Lex., Fallopian tubes, two canals inclosed in the peritoneum 
..communicating from the sides of the Mundus Uteri to 
the ovaries. 1877 Burnetr Lar 88 The fallopian canal, 
appears at first as a simple broad groove in the tympanum. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fallopian arch, a name for Poupart’s 
ligament. 

Fallow (fe'lo), sd. Forms: 3-4 falwe, 5 
falghe, (valwe), 5-6 falow(e, 6-7 fallowe, 6- 
fallow. Seealso Faucusd. [The relation between 
this and the cognate FaLiow a.” and 2, is not quite 
clear. The OE. fx/zing, glossed novalia (‘fallows’) 
and occas (‘harrows’) in Corvpus Glossary, seems to 
imply a vb. *fealgian (= FAuuow v.), f. *fealh, re- 
corded in pl. fea/ga harrows, implements for break- 
ing clods(occas Epinal GI.). The sb. and adj., which 
have not been found in OE., were either f. feach or f. 
the vb. Cf. OHG. felga harrow, mod.Ger. (Sanders) 
and East Fris. falge fallow (sb.), fa/gen to break 
up ground, plough. As Faniow a.! was used to 
denote the colour of exposed soil, it is probable 
that some confusion may have arisen at an early 
date between the two words. ] 

+1. A piece of ploughed land; also _ collect. 
ploughed land in general, arable land. Ods. 

¢ 1300 Havelok 2509 Thei .. drowen him unto the galwes, 
Nouth bi the gate, but ouer the falwes. ¢ 1386 CHAUCER 
Wife's Prol. 656 Who ..pricketh his blind hors over the 
falwes. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 148 Falow, lond eryd, xovade. 
c3450 Lat. §& Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 618 Varratum, t. 
novale, valwe. 1483 Cath. Angl, 121 Falghe (Falowe A.), 
terra sacionalis. 1535 Fisner Wks. (1876) 1. 365 He must 
treade vppon the fallowes. 1599 Suaxs. //en. V, Vv. il. 54 
All our Vineyards, Fallowes, Meades, and Hedges .. grow 
to wildnesse. 1713 Rowe Yanxe Shore u.i, Around it Fallows, 
Meads, and Pastures fair. 

2. Ground that is well ploughed and harrowed, 
but left uncropped for a whole year or more ; called 
also Summer fallow, as that season is chosen for 
the sake of killing the weeds. Green, cropped, or 
bastard fallow: one from which a green crop is 
taken. 

1523 Firzuers. Husd. § 13 Every good housbande hath his 
barleye falowe .. lyenge rygged all the.. wynter. 1552 
Hutoet, Fallowe or tylthe of land, called the somer fallowe 
or tylth, veruactum. c161x Cuapman /liad xu. 628 So 
close to earth they plow The fallow with their horns. 1707 
Mortimer Hus6. ii, 38 The best Ploughs to plow up Lays or 
Summer Fallows with. 1784 Cowrer ask tv. 315, I saw far 
off the weedy fallows smile With verdure not unprofitable. 
1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agric. I. x. 369 Green fallows 
or what are termed fallow crops such as beans, peas, 
cabbages [etc.]. 1810 Scotr Lady of L. 1. xxxi, ‘The lark’s 
shrill fife may come At the daybreak from the fallow. 1813 
Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem, (1814) 353 A summer fallow, or 
a clean fallow, may be sometimes necessary in lands over- 
grown with weeds. 1889 Wricutson “allow §& Fodder 
Crops 5 The superiority of cropped over naked fallows. 


3. The state of being fallow ; an interval during 


which land is allowed to lie fallow. 

1523 Firzuers. //xsd. § 17 So shal he mucke all his landes 
ouer at euerye seconde falowe. did. § 34 That is vsed, 
where they make falowe in a fyelde euery fourthe yere. 
1797 BitiincsLey Agric, Somerset 177 Ten or twelve suc- 
cessive crops of wheat, without an intervening fallow. 1858 
J. B. Norton Tofics 211 To withhold the land from cultiva- 
tion. . with the view of making it, by a fallow, doubly profit- 
able the next year. 1866 Gro. Etior 7. Holt 5 They resisted 
the rotation of crops and stood by their fallows. 

Jig. 1772 Burke Corr, (1844) I. 356 Your fallow adds to 
your fertility. 1796 — Regic. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 140 
Unless the fallow of a peace comes to recruit her [France’s] 
fertility. 

4. attrib. Of or pertaining toa fallow; esp. grown 
on a fallow, as in fallow-crop, -hay ; and in local 
names for the Wheatear (Saxtcola enanthe), as 
Sallow-chat, -finch, -lunch, -smich, -smiter, from 
its frequenting fallows. Also fallow-break : see 
Break sb. 12; fallow-field ; see quot. 1851. 

1678 Ray Willughby'’s Ornith. 233 The Fallow-Smich, in 
Sussex the Wheat-ear. 1706 Puituirs(ed. Kersey), Oenanthe, 
the Wheat-ear .. In Warwickshire it is call’d a Fallow- 
smiter. 1753 CuamBers Cycl. Supp., Fallow-finch. 1787 
Winter Syst. Hush, 153 Beans are a good fallow crop. 1821 
Crare Vill, Minstr. 1. 182 Nor wilt thou fallow-clods dis- 
dain. 1834 D. Low Pract. Agric. v. 161 The culture of 
fallow-crops. 1843 YARRELL Brit. Birds 1.254 The Wheat- 
ear or Fallowchat. 1851 Gloucestersh. Gloss., Fallow- 
Jield, acommon. 1885 Lvcycl. Brit. (ed. 9) 1. 338 A large 
portion of the fallow-break can thus be dressed with home- 
made manure. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit. Birds 
(E. D. S.)9 Wheatear .. Fallow-finch; Fallow-smich; or 
Fallow-lunch. 


Fallow (fe'louv), a.1 Forms: 1 falu, fealo, -u, 
3 falau, (3-4 z/lected falewe), 4 fale, -u, -we, 4-6 
falow(e, 6 fallo, 6- fallow. See also FAucH a. 
[OE. falu, fealo, fealu, pl. fealwe = OS. falu, 
(MDu. vale, mod. vaal), OHG. falo (mod. Ger. 
Sahl, falb), ON. folr, pl. folvar:—OTeut. *falwo-, 
prob. cognate with Gr. moAijds grey, L. pallére 
to be pale.] 

1. Ofa pale brownish or reddish yellow colour, as 


FALLOW., 


withered grass or leaves. Ods. exc. of the coat of 
an animal; now chiefly in FALLOW-DEER. 

-- Beowulf 865 (Gr.) Fealwe mearas. a 1000 Riddles xvi. 
zr (Gr,) Hals is min hwit and heafod fealo. c 1205 Lay. 18449 
Pendragun afid his cnihtes..slugen 3eond pan feldes falewe 
lockes. 67d. 27468 Blod ut 3e0ten, ueldes falewe wurden. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 1263 (Cott.) Pe falau slogh sal be pi gate. 
c 1325 Coer de L. 461 On in atyr blak Com prickande ovyr 
the falewe feld. c1386 CuHaucer Kvt.’s T, 506 His hewe 
falow [Corpus falwe] and pale as Asshen colde. 1494 FaByan 
Chron. vit. 667 Many a dere both rede and falowe to be slayne 
before them, 1547 Boorpr Brev. Health \xxiii. 25 An urine 
that is falowe lyke the heare ofa falowe beast. 1598 SHAKs, 
Merry W. 1. i, gt How do’s your fallow Greyhound, Sir. 
1667 Lond. Gaz. No. 185/4 A Fallow Dog. .lost about a Fort- 
night since. 1727 Braptey Haw. Dict.s.v. Hart, The Coats 
and Colours of this noble Beast. .are usually of three several 
sorts, viz. Brown, Red, and Fallow. 1789 tr. Adanson’s Voy. 
Senegal 24 His belly was of a pale blue, and his back fallow. 
1865 A thenxum No. 1954. 484/1t The horn of a fallow-ox. 


2. absol. (quasi-sb.), as the name of a colour. 

1741 Compl. Fam, Piece 1. i. 289 Those that are of a 
lively red Fallow have a black List down. .their Backs. 

3. Comb., as fallow-coloured. 

1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2347/4 Lost or stolen..a fallow 
coloured Bitch. 1825 Hone Lvery-day Bk. 1. 983 The 
fallow-coloured dog was taken away. 

Fallow (fee'lov), 2.2. Forms: 5-6 falow(e, 6 
fallowe, 6- fallow. [See FatLow sé.] 

Of land ;: frequent in phrases, Zo “ze, to lay fallow. 
a. That is uncropped for the current year. b. 
Uncultivated. ‘+e. Fit for tillage; ploughed ready 
for sowing (ods.). d. transf. and jig. 

a ?¢1473 Hunt, Hare 12 He fonda hare full fayr syttand 
Apon a falow lond. 1523 FirzHers. Husb, § 18 He that 
hath a falowe felde. i611 Cotcr., Nozxvellis, fallowes3 
ground that lies fallow euerie other yeare. @ 1689 NAVARETTE 
China in Churchill's Coll. Voy. (1732) 1. 52 ‘The land in 
China never lies fallow. 1846 M¢Cuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire 
(1854) I. 473 There appears to have been little or no fallow 
land, 1875 Lyett Princ. Geol, II. m1. xlii. 457 We are.. 
compelled to let it lie fallow the next [year]. 

b. c1460 Towneley Myst. 98 The tylthe of oure landes 
lyys falow as the floore. 1599 SHaxs. Hen. V, v. ii. 44 Her 
fallow Leas..The Darnell, Hemlock, and ranke Femetary, 
Doth root vpon. ‘161r BisteE Fer. iv. 3 Breake vp your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thornes, 1716 ADDISON 
Freeholder No. 40°? 4 The soil must lie fallow. 1797 Map. 
D’Arstay Lett. Dec,, He is like a fallow field. .one that has 
been left quite to itself. 1870 Bryant /diad II, xvitt, 226 
A broad fallow field Of soft rich mould. 

@. 1530 Patscr. 218/2 Faloweland, terre labourable. 
15880 Baret Adv. F 103 The Fallowe field, or that is tilled 
redy to be sowen. «1627 Haywarp Edw. VI (1630) 32 The 
ridges of the fallow field lay traverse, 

. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof St. m1, xiii. 183 The head 
.-hath lain fallow all night. 1673 Zss, Educ. Gentlewonz. 
33, I suppose you do not intend to lay Fallow all Children 
that will not bring forth Fruit of themselves. 1752 Foote 
Taste 1. Wks. 1799 1. 11 Then I lay fallow—-but the year 
after I had twins. 1827 Hare Gwesses Ser. 1. (1873) 459 
Fields of thought seem to need lying fallow. 1842 ‘TENNY- 
son Audley Court 77 The fallow leisure of my life. 1850 
Kincstry A /¢, Locke xxxvii, My heart lay fallow for every 
seed that fell. : 

+ Fallow, v.! Ods. Forms: 1 fealuwian, 
fealewian, fealwian, 3-4 falewe(n, 3 falewi, 
falwy, falowen, (south. dial, 3 valewen, valu- 
wen, 4 valouwe), 4-5 falwe, 4-6 falow. [OEF. 
fealuwian, fealewian, fealwian, {. fealo, fealu 
Fatiow a.) Cf. OHG..falewén.] a. To become 
pale or yellow; hence, to fade, wither. b. Of the 


face, etc. : To blanch, grow pale. 

a. @x000 Salomon §& Sat. 313 (Gr.) Lytle hwile leaf beod 
grene, Ponne hy eft fealewiad. ¢ 1205 Lay. 16414 Fa3eden 
pa feldes & pat gras falewede. a@1310 in Wright Lyric P. 
89 Falewen shule thy floures. @1400 Leg. Rood (1871) 132 
Mi fruit..is fouled and falwed. 1584 T. Bastarp Chresto- 
leros U1. xiv. (1598) 35 Here lies a bounch of haire deepe 
falowed, 
jig. 1225 Ancr. R,132 Pe blisse of heouene bet neuer ne 
valewed auh is euer grene. @1310 in Wright Lyric P. xv. 
so Y-cast in care, Y falewe as flour, ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, 
Yohannes t75 Florysand a quhile 3e be, Pat 3e ma eftirwart 
falow. 

b. cx205 Lay. 30987 Faleweden nebbes. a@1300 Z. Z. 
Poems (1862) 20 His{Christ’s] fair lere falowip. 1340 Ayend. 
8x Pis uayrhede..faylep and ualouweb ase pet flour of be 
uelde. a1400 Death § its Precursors 15 in Rel. Ant. 1.65 
His hew shal falewen. c1440 Sir Gowther 62 Al falwyd 
hire faire chere. 

Fallow (fz'low), v.2 Forms: 4 falewe(n, 5 
falwe, (valwe), 5-6 falowe(n, 6 fallo(we, 6- 
fallow. See Faucnu v. Alsoin Coméd., TWIFALLOw, 
TRIFALLOW, etc. [? OE. */ealgzan : see Fatiow sé. ] 

1. trans. To plough or break up (land); to pre- 
pare for sowing. Also rarely, Zo fallow up. 

13.. Chron. Eng. 94 in Ritson Met, Hom. 11. 274 Hy fale- 
weden erthe, and feolden wode. c¢1440 Promp. Parv. 148 
Falwe londe (falowen P.), zovo. c14so Lat. § Eng. Voc. 
in Wr,-Wiilcker 618 Varro, valwe londe. 1523 FitzHEers. 
Hush. § 4 He setteth it in the vttermoste nycke, that is 
beste for falowynge. 159 Harincton O77, Fur. Pref. (1634) 
P? 5 To heare one of my ploughmen tell how an acre of 
wheat must be fallowed and twyfallowed. 1604 Anr. 
Scotoxer Daiphantus (1880) 37 Ile fallow vp the wrinkles 
of the earth. 1767 A. Younc Farmer's Lett, People 263, I 
fallowed and ploughed two acres of light gravelly land. 1846 
J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric (ed. 4) II. 239 Fifth year, 
tares, which should be fed on the ground, and immediately 
fallowed for backward turnips or rape. ‘ : 

2. To plough and break up (land) without sowing 
(it), for the purpose of destroying weeds, etc., 





47 


and for mellowing the soil; to lay fallow, Also 
absol, 

14.. in Walter of Henley’s Husb, (1890) 46 In aprell it is 
good seasone to falowe land. 1523 Firzuers. usd. §8 If 
thou haue any leys, to falowe or to sowe otes vpon. 1616 
Swirt & Marku. Cowntrie Karme 20 He shall breake vp or 
fallow that Earth which he intends to keepe tilth the yeare 
following, 1741 Compl.’ Fam. Piece ut. 522 Fallow your 
Wheat Land, which will kill the Weeds, and mellow the 
Ground. 1780 A. YounGc Your Trel. 1. 172 Scarce any 
fallow, a few sow clover. 1886 HotLtanp Chester Gloss. 

Jig. @1764 CuurRcHILL Yourney 27 Genius .. Must, to 
ensure his vigour, be laid down, And fallow’d well. 1855 
De Morean in Graves’ Life Sir IV. R, Hamilton (1889) 
II. 50r A teacher who does not either fallow or sow another 
crop is sure to get into mere routine. 

Fallow, Sc. f. of FELLow sé., FoLuLow v. 

Fallow, obs. f. FELLOE, FELLY. 

Fallow-deer (fecloudic1). [f. FatLow a1 + 
Deer.}] A species of deer (Cervus dama or Dama 
vulgarts) smaller than the stag or ved deer. So 
called from its colour. Also fallow-buck, -doe. 

15.. Adam Bel 469 We haueslaine your fat falow der. 1548 
Tuomas [tal, Gram. § Dict., Dama,avalow deere. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 1. 623 With Cries of Hounds, thou 
mayst..chase the fallow Deer. 1720 Gay Poems (1745) 1. 77 
Made of the skin of sleekest fallow deer. 1851 LonGr. Gold. 
Leg. 1v. Refectory, The cells hung all round with the fells 
of the fallow-deer. 

Fallowed (fz'lond), 27. a. 
-ED!,] In the senses of the vb. 

151 Turner Herbal i. (1568) D ij b, In the corne feldes 
and in fallowed landes. 1607 TorsELt Hour-f Beasts (1673) 
62 Oxen..must also be accustomed to draw..a plough in 
fallowed ground. 1735 SoMERVILLE Chase u. 132 O’er the 
fallow’d Ground How leisurely they work. 1805 R. W. 
Dickson Pract. Agric. 1, x. 368 Crops..produced on fal- 
lowed lands. 

Jig. 1607 WaLKINGTON Oft?. Glass 84 In the meane time 
wee will lay in mortgage a peece of our fallowed invention. 

Fallowing (fe'lovin), vd/. 5d, [f. Fantow v.2 
+-InG 1] 

1. The action or operation of ploughing and 
breaking up land; an instance of this, 

c14so Lat. & Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 618 Varracio, 
valwynge. 1532 Herver Xenophon’s Househ. (1768) 63 
Falowynge and stirryng of the grounde, helpeth very moche 
to the sowynge. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb, 1. (1586) 
40 At the first fallowing they marle the grounde. 1669 
Wor.inGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 35 These several Ploughings 
or Fallowings are very advantageous to Ground in several 
respects, 1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts I, 139 [The field] 
had received two fallowings. : 

2. The method or system by which land is 
ploughed, etc., and then allowed to lie uncropped 
for a time; an instance of this, Also bare-, sam- 


mer-fallowings. 

1669 J. WortwcEe Syst. Agric. (1681) 9 For the same 
reason are the Summer-Fallowings advantageous to the 
Husbandman, not only for the destroying of the weeds. 
1765 A. Dickson Tveat. Agric, ut. (ed. 2) 392 With the 
assistance of fallowing, [the land] carries very good crops. 
1777 Nimmo Stirlingshire 434 ‘The advantages which that 
..soil must derive from summer fallowing. 1807 VANCOUVER 
Agric. Devon (1813) 143 When fallowing, or a preparation 
for rotting the green sward, is intended. 1881 Daily News 
4 June 5/5 A. .quantity of land set apart for bare fallowing. 

Fa'llowist. ozce-wd. [f. FaLLow sé. or v. 
+-I8T.] One who favours or follows the practice 


of fallowing land. 

@ 1832 Sir J. Sincrair (in Webster 1832), A controversy .. 
between. .the fallowists and the anti-fallowists. 

Fallowness (felonés). [f. Fanuow a@. + 
-NESS.] The condition of being fallow ; idleness. 

a1631 Donne Jo R, Woodward Poems (1633) 74 So 
affects my muse now, a chast fallownesse. 1855 SINGLETON 
Virgil 11. 114 Regions rife In thorns by fallowness. 

Fally (foli), a. rave. [f. Faun sd.+-y.] Full 
of falls or shallow rapids. 

180z W. Tayior in Robberds AZem. I. 413 The rills [are] 
too fally to float a canoe. 

+Falsage. Ols. rare—. [f. FausE v. + -ace.] 
Deceit, falsehood. 

a1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 39, I am..cursyd of God 
ffor my ffalsage. 

+Falsart. Ods. rare—'. In 3 f/. falsarz. 
[a. OF. falsart, faussart, fauxart, f. faux:—L. 
falx, falc-em sickle. Cf. mod.F. faucard, fauch- 
ara.) A bill-hook. : 

¢1380 Sir Ferumb. 966 pay caste til hem gleyues & launce, 
falsarz & feperd dart. 

+ Falsary. Ods. Forms: 5-7 falsarie, 6 
falsery, Sc. falsar, 7- falsary. [ad. late L. /a/- 
sarius, {, falsus FALSE. } 

1. One who falsifies, or fraudulently alters (a do- 
cument, etc.) ; a falsifier. 

1435 in Bs. Gray's Register, Lincoln 173 Falsaries of pe 
popes lettres, 1565 JewrEL Repl. Harding (1611) 176.The 
Bishop of Rome..was..found an open Falsarie, for. .the 
Canons of his making disagreed from the very Originals. 
1612 T. James Corrupt. Script. rv. 29 A falsarie is hee that 
in writing addeth, or detracteth, or altereth any thing fraud- 
ulently. @ 1734 Nortu Exam. Pref. (1740) p. xiv, A Writer 
of his own Time cannot avoid being partial, that is,a wilful 
Falsary. 1828 C. WorpswortH Charles / 213 Gauden..an 
habitual impostor and falsary. 

b. One who forges a document ; a forger. 

1579 FuLxe Heskins’ Parl. 79 He that did forge this 
Epistle. .was..an impudent falsarie. 1590 Davipson efi. 
Bancroft in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844) 1. 507 If this be not to 


[f. Fatiow v.2 + 





FALSE. 


play the falsarie forger..let the chaplain himself be judge. 

1678 Acts of Sederunt 31 July They will proceed _against 
and punish these persons as falsaries and forgers of writes. 
1697 BentLtey “f, Socrates (1836) Il. 189 The ground for 
our falsary to forge this Epistle. 

2. A false or deceitful person. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-h. (Camden) 141 O that there 
were a wyndowe in to y® breastes of such falsaryes. 1652 
GavLe Magastronz, 331 A falsary, and an intruder into his 
secrets. 

False (fols, fpls,), a., adv., and sb. Forms: 1-7 
fals, (3 Ormz. falls, 4 falsse, 3-4 vals(e), 4-7 falce, 
(5 fauce, 6 falls, faulse, fawse), 8-9 Sc. fause, 
7, 9 dial, fause, -sse, 3-false, [late OF. fa/s adj. 
and sb., ad. L. fa/s-2s false (nent. fals-am, used 
subst. in sense fraud, falsehood), orig. pa. pple. of 
fallére to deceive; cf. ON. fals sb. The adj. is 
found in OE. only in one doubtful instance (see 
sense 13); its frequent use begins in the 12th c., 
and was prob. due to a fresh adoption through the 
OF. fals, faus (mod.F. faux = Pr. fals, Sp., Pg., It. 
falso). The continental Teut. langs. adopted the 
word in an altered form: MHG. valsch, mod.G. 
Jalsch ‘cf. OHG. gifalscén to falsify), OF ris. falsch, 
Du. valsch, late Icel. (15th c.) falskr, Da., Sw. Zalsk. 

The etymological sense of L._fadsus is ‘deceived, mistaken’ 
(of persons), ‘ erroneous’ (of opinions, etc.), The transition 
to the active sense ‘ deceitful’ is shown in phrases like /alsa 
fides ‘breach of trust, faithlessness’, where the sb. has a 
subjective and an objective sense. In mod. Eng. the sense 
‘mendacious’ is so prominent that the word must often be 
avoided as discourteous in contexts where the etymological 
equivalent in other Teut. langs. or in Romanic would be 
quite unobjectionable. Some of the uses are adopted from 
Fr., and represent senses that never became English.] 

I. Erroneous, wrong. 

1. Of opinions, propositions, doctrines, represen- 
tations : Contrary to what is true, erroneous. 

¢12z00 OrMIN 10024 To trowwenn wrang o Godd burrh 
beggre fallse lare. a1225 Yuliana 65 Forlore beo bu reue 
wid false bileaue. c¢1380 Wyctir Se/, Wks, II]. 250 Falce 
undirstondinge of pe lawe of Crist. c1384 CHaucer 7. 
Fame ut. 982 Were the tydynge sothe or fals. c1400 Lan- 
Jranc’s Cirure. 267 Summen seien pat a womman mai be 
cured for to kutte off al pe brest & pat is al fals. 1483 
Caxton G, de la Tour EKvb, Of whiche two sonnes cam 
first the paynyms and the fals lawe. 1551 T. WiLson Logzke 
(1580) 3 To knitte true argumentes, and unknitte false. 
21568 AscHam Scholem. 1. (Arb.) 81 Corrupt maners in 
liuinge, breede false iudgement in doctrine. 1592 Davies 
Inumort. Soul xxxu. lv. (1714) 125 How can that be false, 
which every Tongue. affirms for true? 1631-2 High Con- 
mission Cases (Camden) 228 This man is to be for his false 
doctrines..sharply censured. 1652 CuLrerrer Eng. Physic. 
107 [He] affirms that eating nuts causeth shortness of breath, 
than which nothing is falser. 1670 NArBoroucu 7777, in 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 83 The Draughts are false.. 
for they do not make any mention of the several Islands. 
1695 DrypEN tr. Dufresnoy’s Art Painting Pref. p. xxvi, 
The Persons, and Action of a Farce are all unnatural, and 
the Manners False. 1725 Watts Logic 1. iii. § 4. 66 When 
I see a strait staff appear crooked while it is half under the 
Water, I say, the Water gives me a false Idea of it. @1797 
Mason Alyn Wks. 1811 I. 467 Impious men, despise the 
sage decree, From vain deceit, and false philosophy. 1831 
Brewster Wevwtox (1855) II. xxiv. 358 False systems of re- 
ligion have .. been deduced from the sacred record. 1848 
Macautay Hist. Eng. 1, 279 It may perhaps correct some 
false notions. ‘ ; 

b. Zaw. of a judgement or verdict. 

1634 SANDERSON Sev. II. 293 In the courts of law. . false 
verdicts, false judgments. 1768 BLackstone Comm. III. 
34 A writ also of false judgment lies to the courts at West- 
minster to rehear and review the cause. /d7d. 402 A jury 
of twelve men gave a false verdict. 

e. Arith. False position: the rule also called 
simply PosITIon, q.v. 

2. Not according to correct rule or principle ; 
wrong. a. Gram. Now somewhat arch, exc. in 
False concord, a breach of any of the rules for the 
‘agreement’ of words in a sentence; False quan- 
tity, an incorrect use of a long for a short vowel or 
syllable, or vece versi. 

1881 T. Witson Logike (1580) 3 A Grammarian is better 
liked, that speaketh true & good Latine, than he y* 
speaketh false. 1580 Barer AJ. F 110 False verses, car- 
mina vitiosa. 1888 Marprel. Epist. (Arb.) 38, I write false 
Englishe in this sentence. 1654 WuitLock Zootomia 450 
In the Peoples Construing Booke, the Acts of those above 
them have alwayes some false Latine in them, 1709-10 
Gipson in Lett. Lit. fen (Camden) 237 To .. correct the 
false spellings, &c. 171x Appison Sect. No. 59 P3 This 
Poet avoiding .. a false Quantity. 1837 LockHarr Scott 
Ix, A false quantity which his [Scott’s] generosity may almost 
be said to have made classical, 1872 F. Hatt (¢i¢/e) Recent 
Exemplifications of False Philology. _ : 

b. Music. Of a note; Not in tune, wrong in 
pitch. Also, False cadence (see quot. 1888). False 
fourth, fifth,etc.: a fourth, fifth, ete., when not per- 
fect. False intonation: (a) the production of an 
unnatural or improper quality oftone; (0) singing or 
playing out of tune. Fa/se relation: the separation 
of a chromatic semitone between two parts. Also, 
see quot. 1869. alse string : a badly woven string, 
which produces an uncertain and untrue tone. 

1sg2_ Davies Jnmort. Soul xxxit. xvi. (1714) 115 If false 
Accords from her false Strings be sent. 1597 Mortey /z¢rod. 
Mus. 72 Shew me..which be the true notes, and which 
false. 1626 Bacon Sylva §171 A Lute-String, if it be.. 
Unequall in his Parts..we call False. 1674 Prayrorp Shidd 
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Mus, 11. 35 The fifth yields a false fourth, and the sixth a 
false fifth. 1817 Byron Beppo xxxii, Some false note’s de- 
tected flaw. 1830 TENNysON Poems to2 If ye sing not, if 
ye make false measure, We shall lose eternal pleasure. 1869 
Ousetey Counterp. ii. 9 By a false relation is meant the 
simultaneous, or immediately successive, sounding of a note 
of the same name, but accidentally altered pitch. 1888 
Strainer & Barrett Dict, Mus. Terms 66. When the last 
chord of the phrase is other than the tonic chord and is 
preceded by that of the dominant, the cadence is said to be 
interrupted, false or deceptive. 7d. 164 False or feigned 
music was that in which notes were altered by the use of 
accidentals. 

e. Drawing, 
1715 J. Ricnarpson Painting 134 If the Perspective is not 
just the Drawing of that Composition is false. 

d. Law. False imprisonment ; the trespass com- 


mitted against a person byimprisoning him contrary 


to law. 

1386 Rolls Parit, 111. 225/1 The forsaid Nichol’. .destruyed 
the kynges trewe lyges. .bifalse emprisonement. 1768 BLack- 
STONE Comm. III. viii. 127. 1891 Law Times’ Rep. LXIII. 
690/2 An action to recover damages for false imprisonment. 

e. Her. (See quots.), 

1730-6 Baitey (folio), Halse Arms [in Heraldry] are those 
wherein the fundamental rules of the art are not observed. 
1864 Bourett Heraldry Hist. § Pop. xii. 81 An Orle is 
blazoned as a ‘false escutcheon’, by the early Heralds. 
1889 Exvin Dict. Her., An Annulet [is blazoned] as a False 
Roundel. A Cross voided, as a False Cross. 

f. Of a horse: (see quot.). False gallop: sce 
GALLOP. 

1833 Regul. Instr, Cavalry 1.56 In cantering to the right, 
a horse leading with the two near legs is ‘false’. 1884 E. 
L. Anperson Mod. Horsemanship vi. 27 Vf it [the horse] 
turn to the right when the left legs are taking the advanced 
steps, it is false in its gallop. 

g. Of acard: (see quot.). 

1879 ‘Cavenpisu' Card Ess. 163 A card [played] contrary 
to rule in order to take in the adversary. .is technically called 
a false card. : 

3. Of a balance, measure: Not truly adjusted, 
incorrect. Also, Of play: Unfair. Of dice: Loaded 
so as to fall unfairly. + False point: a stroke of 
deceit ; a trick. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 27274 (Fairf.) Fals we3t & mette againe 
pe lagh in lande is sette. c1480 J. Watton Sec. Chr. 30 b, 
Usyng of fals weghts or mesuring. a@ax1529 SKELTON Dyxers 
Balettvs Wks. 1843 I. 26 Ware yet..of Fortunes double 
cast, For one fals poynt she is wont to kepe in store. 1551 
T. Witson Logike (1580) 3 Those which plaie with false Dice, 
& would make other beleve yt thei are true. 1611 Bis_e 
Prov, xx. 23 A false ballance is not good. #1631 Donnr 
Poents (1633) 62 Men ..Who know false play, rather then 
lose, deceive. 1634 SANDERSON Sermz, II. 293 False 
weights, false measures, false thumbs .. in the markets 
and shops. 1781 Cowper Convers. 22 If it weigh the 
importance of a fly, The scales are false. 1812 S/orting 
Mag. XXXIX. 91 Causing two grooms to lose 152. by false 
play. 1818 Byron Ch. Har. iv. xciii, All things weigh’d in 
custom’s falsest scale, 

4. Of shame, pride: Arising from mistaken no- 
tions. 

1791 Mrs. Rapcurre Row. Forest i, A false pride had 
still operated against his interest. 1802 Mar. EncEwortu 
Moral T. (1816) I. viii. 61 True and false shame. 


5. False position (F. fausse position): a posi- 
tion which compels a person to act or appear in a 
manner inconsistent with his real character or aims. 

1830 Q. Rev. Jan. 120 It [taking tithes in kind] places 


them [the clergy] in what the politicians call ‘a false posi- 
tion’, with respect to the community at large. 

6. (Zo make) a false step (=¥r. faux pas): a 
misplaced step, a stumble; hence fig. an unwise 
or improper action ; formerly spec. a woman’s lapse 
from virtue. alse start; a wrong start in a 
race; often ¢ransf. and jig. 

1700 S. L. tr. Frxyhke's Voy. E. Ind. 207, 1. .unfortunately 
made a false step, and tumbled down again into the Boat. 
1709 Pore Ess, Crit. 602 False steps but help them to 
renew the race, 1756 Nucent Gy. Tour I. 114 Such young 
women as have made a false step. 1823 F.Ciissotp Ascent 
Mont Blanc 20 A false step might have swept us below 
into an immense crevasse. 1875 Jowretr Pla/o (ed. 2) III. 
231 If he has taken a false step he must be able to retrieve 
himself. 

7. Defective, not firm or solid, a. Farriery. 
false quarter [=Fr, faux quartier]: (see quots.). 

1523 SKELTON Garl. Laurel 504 Some lokyd full smothely 
and had a fals quarter. 1614 Markxnam Cheap Husb. 1. lv. 
(1668) 64 Infirmities of hoofs, as false quarters, loose hoofs. 
1706 Puitiirs (ed. Kersey), False Quarter is a Rift. .seem- 
ing like a piece put in, and not all entire. 1879 J. Law 
Farmer's Vet. Adviser 379 False quarter..is similar to a 
sand-crack in appearance but caused by. .destruction of the 
secreting structure at the top of the hoof, 

b. Arch. 

1728 R. Morris Zss. Anc. Archit. 87 What a false Bear- 
ing, or rather what Bearing at all hasit? 1876 Gwitt Archit. 
Gloss. s.v., Bearing wall or Partition..when [the partition 
is] built in a transverse direction, or unsupported through- 
out its whole length, it is said to have a false bearing, or as 
many false bearings as there are intervals below the wall or, 
partition. 


II. Mendacious, deceitful, treacherous. 

In senses 8-10 the phr._fa/se as held was formerly common. 

8. Of a statement: Purposely untrue; menda- 
cious. Frequently in Zo dear (+ speak) false wit- 
ness: to testify falsely. 

e1175 Lamb, Hom. 13 Ne spec bu azein pine nexta nane 
false witnesse. c12z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 40/223 Betere is trewe 
dede pane fals word. ax1300 Cursor M1, 26234 (Cott.) Fals 
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wijtnes and trouth breking. c1340 Jdid. 4635 (Trin.) He 
was prisounde wip fals reede. ¢1374 Cuaucer 7yoylus 1. 
593, | have..for trew or fals report. .ilovede the al my lyve. 
1377. Lana. P. PZ. B, 11. 80 To bakbite, and to bosten, 
and bere fals witnesse. a1553 UDALL Royster D. vy. i, See 
that no false surmises thou me tell. 1611 Binte 2 A7zngs 
ix. 12 And they said, It is false. ¢1630 Jackson Signs 
Time Wks, (1673) Il. vi. 380 False-witness-bearing, and 
Coveting their Neighbours Goods, are far more rife amongst 
us than they were. 1639 Futter Holy War wv. vi. (1647) 
177 Afterwards this report was controlled to be false. 1678 
Ear oF Arran in Lauderdale Papers (1885) III. |xv. 100 
He found all to be falseas hell. 1813 Lp. ELLENBoROUGH in 
flo. Lords 22 Mar., The accusation is as false as hell in 
every part! 1818 Scorr //7+t. Mid/. xxiii, She came to bear 
false witness in her sister’s cause. 1833 Cruse Lxsebius 
I. vil, 32 Neither of the gospels has made a false statement. 


9. Ofa person or his speech: Uttering or express- 
ing what is untrue ; mendacious. (In false prophet 


the sense varies between this and 13 b). 

a1225 Azcr, R.68 Pat be witnesse ne preoue heom ualse. 
c1325 Metr. Hom. 99 Thai..said that Crist was fals pro- 
phete, 1340 Hampote Px. Consc. 3366 Sacrilege, and fals 
wittenessyng. c1380 WycurF I’ks. (1880) 284 Falce gloseris 
maken goddislawe derk. 1382 — Marz xiii. 22 Fals Cristis 
and fals prophetis schulen ryse vp. 1545 Jove #2A. Dan. 
iii. 32 Dauid .. abhorreth soche false accusers. 1560 BipLe 
(Genev.) Mad. iii. 5, I will be a swift witnes agaynst false 
swearers. 1611 Suaks. Wnt. T. 11. ii. 32 Innocence shall 
make False Accusation blush. 1662 STILLINGFL, Ovig. Sacr. 
u. v. §5 There may be false Prophets as well as true. 1687 
Conereve Old Bach. w. iii, My face is a false witness, and 
deserves to be pilloried. 1822-56 Dr Quincey Confess. 
Wks, 1890 III. 395 O just and righteous Opium! that to 
the chancery of dreams summonest, for the triumphs of 
despairing innocence, false witnesses. 

10. Of persons, their attributes or actions; De- 
ceitful, treacherous, faithless. Formerly often 
pleonastically, expressing detestation, with sbs. 


like traitor, treason (now only arch.). Const. 


+ of, to, + unto. 

c 1205 Lay. 31422 Pa rad ford a pan felde falsest alre kinge. 
a1225 Ancr. KX. 128 Ase vox is best falsest. c1230 Hali 
Meid. 15 Pah pi fleschliche wil fals beo, 1297 R. GLouc. 
(1724) 385 Pys false byssop Ode, a@ 1300 Cursor M. 11530 
(Cott.) He was traitur, fals in fai. c148g Caxton Sonnes 
of Aymon xxvi. 565 Now are deed the sones of foulques 
of moryllon by theyr false wyt. @1533 Lp. Brerners 
FTuon \xxxvii. 275 This Angelars was false and a traytoure. 
1559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Suffolk xix, My dedes..Wer shortly 
after treasons false estemed. 1590 Martowrk Hdw. //, 1. 
iii, Never was Plantagenet False of his word. 1591 SHaxs. 
Two Gent, 1v. iv. 141 ‘Though his false finger haue prophan’d 
the Ring. 1663-72 Woop Z7fe (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 471 False 
to his trust. 1676 Sourn Serm. Worldly Wisdom (1737) 
I. ix. 349 False as hell, and cruel as the grave. 1709 
STEELE /atler No. 105 P3 She had been false to his Bed. 
1742 Pork Dunc. iv. 93 They..false to Phoebus, bow the 
knee to Baal. 1794 Song ‘Stay, my Willie’ in Burns’ 
Wks. (1857) 1V. 117 When this heart proves fause to thee. 
1815 Scott Guy IM. i, ‘ Get up, ye fause loon.’ 1855 Macavu- 
Lay Hist. Eng. lV. 231 He might be false to his country, 
but not to his flag. 1865 Dickens M/ut, Fr. 1. ii, I banish 
the false wretch. 

+b. ¢ransf. Of ground, a foundation, etc. : 
Treacherous, insecure. Ods. 

1590 SPENSER /.Q. 1. xi. 54 An huge rocky clifft, Whose 
false foundacion waves have wash’t away. 1697 DrypEN 
Virg. Past. 11. 147 Graze not too near the Banks, my jolly 
Sheep, The Ground is false. 1692 R. L’Estrancr /adles 
liv. 55 The Heart of Man is like a Bog, it looks Fair to the 
Eye, but when we come to lay any Weight upon ’t, the 
Ground is False under us, 

+11. Halse trust: breach of trust [ = L. Jalsa fides, 
where fa/sa is merely pple.]. Ods. xare. 

1649 Br. Hatt Cases Consc. 1. vii. 71 The..goods mis- 
carried, either by robbery or false trust. 

12. Of things, indications, appearances: Falla- 
cious, deceptive. Of a medium of vision: That 
distorts the object looked at; so in + false glass, 
mirror, spectacles, False colour (fig.) : cf. CoLour 
dy Pha ate. sey 

1531 [see CoLour sd, 2d]. 1880 Barer Aly, F 111 A false 
glasse, speculum mendax. 1605 Br. Hart Medit. & Vows 
11. §79 When they wil needs have a sight of their own 
actions, it showes them a false glasse to looke in. 1641 J. 
Jackson True Evang. T. 1. 146 The Devill makes us false 
spectacles. 1658 Womock “ram. Tilenus A, You seem to 
magnifie the riches of the divine Grace: but when we come 
strictly to examine it, ’tis by a false glass. 1734 Popr 
Ess. Man w. 392 Wit’s false mirror held up Nature’s light ; 
Shew’d erring Pride. 1768 Blackstone Com. 111. 391 The 
true import of the evidence is duly weighed, false colours 
are taken off. 1848 Macautay “7st. Eng. 1. 173 Looking 
on all that passed at home..through a false medium. 1855, 
Bain Senses § /nt.u. iii. § 7 So false is the appetite for sleep, 
that [etc.]. 

+b. False door, postern (=F. fausse porte): a 
secret door or postern. Ods. 

c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon vill. 190 Yf ye doo assaille 
the castell, they shall yssue oute at the fauce posternes. 
1552 Hu oet, F'false posterne or backe dore. 1627 R. Asu- 
Ley Almansor 44 King Almansor entered sometimes into 
this Hospitall by a false doore. 1768 J. Byron Narr. Pata- 
gonia (ed. 2) 237 They have.a false door to the alcove. 

ITI. Spurious, not genuine. 

18. Counterfeit, simulated, sham. a. Of things, 
esp. of metal, money, jewels: Counterfeit, spurious. 
Of a document: Forged. 

c1000 Voc, in Wr.- Wiilcker 183 Paracaraximus, fals 
pening [Possibly a compound of the sb., like ON. /ads- 
peningr). ax2z5 Ancr. R. 182 False gold vorwurded 
perinne [fure]. @ 1300 Cursor M. 28395 (Cott.) A-mang myn 
ober wark yn-lele haf i oft forged fals sele. 1340 Ayend, 26 
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Of guod metal hy makeb uales moneye. c1400 Lanfranc's 
Cirurg. 293 pou schalt..do awei al medicyns bat ben false. 
1558 W.‘Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 121 ‘The suspition 
which we gathered of their false charter parties. 1 
Skene Reg. Maz. 121 The wreits .. can not, prove against 
him, because they are fals. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Conse. 1. 
vii. 64 Criples that pretend false soares. 1730-6 BAILry 
(folio), Halse Diamond, one that is counterfeited with glass. 
1856 Ruskin Mod, Paint. 111. w. iii. § 12 note, An artificial 
rose is not a ‘false’ rose, it is not a rose at all, 1867 SmyTH 
Satlor's Word-bk, 288 False Papers frequently carried by 
slavers and smugglers. 1885 Catholic Dict. s.v., Valse 
decretals, the collection ostensibly made by Isidorus Mer- 
cator, in the middle of the ninth century. 

b. Prefixed to personal designations : Pretended, 
that is not really such; esf. in false god, prophet. 

ax175 Cott. Hom. 237 Purh false godes pe zelc piode ham 
selfe macede. c12z00 77in. Coll. Hom. 83 Pese ben false 
cristene, c1250 Med. Maregrete iii, He levede on pe false 
godes, 1382 Wyciir Baruch vi. 58 It is beter a kyng for to 
be schewynge .. a profitable vesselle .. than fals goddis 
[1560 Bipie (Geney.) zzd., Then such false gods]. 1552 
Hutoet, F false messenger. .ffalse prophet. 1870 (¢7//e), False 
Heir and other Choice Stories for the Young. 

ce. with the name of an author: =‘ Pseudo-’. 

1868 FREEMAN Worm. Cong. II. 629 The false Ingulf. 

d. Of hair, teeth, etc.: Artificially made or 
adapted. 

1591 Percivatt Sf. Dict., Cabelléra, a false heare, or 
peruke. 1634 Sir ‘T. Hersert 7%av. 168 Hired women, 
who for five houres space .. howle bitterly, teare their false 
haire [etc.]. 1817 Byron Bepfo \xvi, One has false curls. 
1885 Pall Mall G. 16 Apr. 3/2 The false teeth are nothing 
but animal teeth attached to the human teeth by means of 
small gold plates, 

e. False face: a mask. 

1818 Scott Rob Roy ix, His fause-face slipped aside. 
1833 M. Scotr Yom Cringle xi. (1859) 248 A white false- 
face or mask of a most methodistical expression. 

f. Halse key: a skeleton key, picklock. 

1jor Lond. Gaz. No. 3708/3 A false Key, and a Steel, were 
left by the said Murderers. 1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal 
II. 267 False keys, and all other counterfeit means of open- 
ing locks. f 

g. Of attributes or actions: Feigned, counter- 
feited, spurious, 

c 1600 SHAKS, Sonn. Ixxii, Least your true loue may seeme 
falce. 1697 Drypen Virg. 4éncid u. 197 False tears true 
pity move. 1709 Pore Ess, Crit. 25 So by false learning is 
good sense debased. 

h. Law. False action = ‘feigned action’: see 
Frienep, False plea=sham plea. 

1706 Puittirs (ed. Kersey), /a/se Action = Faint Action. 
1848 WHARTON Law Lex. 246/2 False plea. 

14. Nav. and Ai, Counterfeited for the purpose 
of deception; feigned, pretended; as in false 
attack, lights, ports, signal. Also in phrases (often 
Jig.), ¥ To show false colours, Under false colour(s 
(see Conour sd.6b); Zo hang out false colours 
(see CoLour sé, 7d). 

¢1400 Fals colour [see Cotour sd. 6 b]. 1677 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1179/2 One towards Mount Azine, which some look 
upon to be only a false Attack. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1698) 
I, 252 Had we enter’d the Port upon the false signal, we 
must have been taken or sunk. 1765-93 BLACKSTONE Comm2. 
1. (ed. 12) 294 Putting out false lights in order to bring any 
vessel into danger. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine, Faux 
sabords, false ports, painted in a ship’s side, to deceive an 
enemy. 1784 Map. D’ArsLtay Diaxy 30 Dec., A letter .. 
which seems to shew her gay and happy. I hope it shows 
not false colours. 1809 RoLanp Fencing 102 Various small 
motions made without longing, are termed false attacks. 
1853 StrocquELer Mil. Dict. 25/2 False attack, a feigned 
or secondary movement in the arrangements of an assault, 
intended to divert the attention of an enemy from the real 
or principal attack. 1867 SmyTH Sazlor's Word-bk. 288 To 
sail under false colours .. is an allowable stratagem of war. 
1874 Mortey Compromise (1886) 172 If men go through 
society before marriage under false colours. 

b. False fire: + (a) a blank discharge of fire- 
arms (oés.) ; (6) a fire made to deceive an enemy, 
or as a night-signal., 

1633 T. James Voy. 26 We shot and made false fires. 1642 
Sir E. Derine SP. on Relig. xvi. 86 Artillery men, though 
.-nimble with false fires, are not immediately compleated 
into true-Souldiers. 3r71x A. Duncan Mariner's Chron. 
(1805) III. 289 Night coming on we lost sight of our consort, 
and made several false fires. 1720 Dr For Caft. Singleton 
viii. (1840) 140 We made false fire with any gun that was 
uncharged, and they would walk off as soon as they saw the 
flash. 1805 Netson in Nicholas D7sf. (1846) VII. 57 We 
have found the comfort of blue lights and false fires in the 
Mediterranean. 1853 StocQuELER M7/. Dict. 101/2 When an 
army is about to retire from a position during the night, 
false fires are lighted in different parts of the encampment 
to impose upon the enemy’s vigilance. 

5. Improperly so called. (Prefixed, like gaasi- 
or fseudo-, to form names of things bearing a de- 
ceptive resemblance to those properly denoted by 
the sb.) @. in various sciences. 

1594 False ribbes [see Bastarp a. 5c]. 1741 A. Monro 
Anat, Bones (ed, 3) 222 The Five inferior of each Side are 
the alse [Ribs]. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) IV. 245 
Immediately on quitting the real womb, they creep into the 
false one. 1776 SeirerTH tr, Gedlert's Metal. Chym. 14 It 
[Yellow Quartz] is called .. after its colour .. false topaz. 
1807-26 S. Cooper Hirst Lines Surg. (ed. 5) 248 When all 
the coats of an artery are wounded, ruptured, or perforated 
by ulceration, the tumour is called a false aneurism. 1833 
Lyett Princ. Geol, 111. 175 This diagonal arrangement of 
the layers, sometimes called ‘false stratification’. 1866 
Treas. Bot., False bark, that layer on the outside of the 
stem of an Endogen, which consists of cellular tissue into 
which fibrous tissue passes obliquely, 1869 J. R. S. CLirrorp 
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in Eng. Mech. 24 Dec. 3457 At the sixth [segment] we come 
to what have been called the ‘false legs’ [of caterpillars). 
1881 Mivart Cat viii. 229 The superior or false vocal cords. 
1890 G. H. Wittiams Crystallography 212 False planes, 
apparent crystal faces, whose position is not that of true 
crystal planes, may be produced by oscillatory combination. 


b. in popular or literary names of plants (some- 


times rendering mod.L. names formed with psezdo-). 

1578 False Rewbarbes [see BAastarp a. 5b]. 1597 GERARDE 
Flerbal Index, False Mercurie. 1861 Miss Pratt (lower. 
Pil. Vi, so False Brome-grass. 1861 Chambers’ Encycl. 
s.v. Bottle-gourd, The common bottle-gourd, or false cala- 
bash, is a native of India. /did. s.v. Locust Tree, The 
locust-tree of America is also called the false acacia, or 
thorn acacia. 1878-86 Britren & Hotianp Plant-n., 
False Parsley. 

+e. False nail: ?=AGNAIL 3. Obs. 

1818 Art Preserv. Feet 335 False nails .. arise from a 
want of due attention to the parts surrounding the nail. 

d. Phys. False conception: a spurious concep- 
tion, in which a shapeless mass is produced instead 


of a foetus. 

1662 R. Matuew Un. Alch. § 87. 121 It .. brought from 
her an abortive or false conception. 1697 DrypEN Vi7e. 
Georg. 11, 44¢ They shed A slimy Juice, by false Conception 
bred. 1889 WacstaFFE Mayne's Med. Voc. 94 Halse Con- 
ception, an imperfect impregnation or blighted ovum. 

16. +a. Halse colour: in water-colour painting, 
a lighter tint of any of the recognized colours (ods.). 
b. False dyes, colours (= Fr. teint faux): fugitive 
as opposed to permanent dyes, 

1573 Art of Limning 4 Azure or Byze. His false coloure, 
Two parts azure and one of cereuse. /67d.11 Lay.. First thy 
false colours and after thy sadd. 1816 J. SmitH Panorama 
Sc. § Art IL. 527 Dyes of the second class, are called false 
or little dyes. 1842 Biscnorr Woollen Manuf. 11. iii. 80 
Two branches, namely, that of permanent colours, and that 
of false or fugitive colours. 


17. (Chiefly AZech.) Subsidiary, supplementary ; 
substituted for or serving to supplement the thing 
properly or chiefly denoted bythe name. a. False 
bottom: a horizontal partition in a vessel. Also in 


Mining and Metallurgy (see quot. 1881). 

1596 Harincton Metam, Ajax (1814) 117 You shall make 
a false bottom to that privy that you are annoyed with— 
either oflead or stone. 1626 Bacon Sylva (1627) v. 127 Take 
a Vessel, and. .make a false Bottom of course Canvasse. 1641 
Frencu D7s?7//. i. (1651) 5 A false bottom where the Quick- 
silver must lye. 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amimsem. 146 Each 
vat is to have a false bottom, made with cross bars, or stout 
wicker work. 1881 D. C. Davies Metall. Min. §& Mining 
413 False Bottom. .a loose plate put into the stamp box; a 
floor of iron placed in a puddling machine; a bed of drift 
holding auriferous drift, and overlying the bed of the latter 
that usually lies on the bed rock. 

b. Shipbudlding. Of things temporarily attached 
to the real or true part to assist or protect it, as in 
false keel, keelson, post, rail, stay, stem, stern, 
stern-post. Also in False deck, a grating or the 
like supported above the main deck by the ‘close 
fights’. 

1626 Capt. Smitu Accid. Vung. Seamen 14 A grating, net- 
ting or false decke for your close fights. 1627 — Seaman's 
Gram. xi, 53 Another keele vnder the first. .wee call a false 
Keele. /d7d., Fix another stem before it [the stem], and that 
is called a false stem. 1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4521/2 Having 
our... Back-stays cut to pieces; as also our Main and False- 
stay. 1769 Facconer Dict. Marine (1789) C iv b, ‘The false 
post .. serves to augment the breadth of the stern-post. 
1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 117 False keel. Lbid., False 
vail, a rail fayed down upon the upper side of the main, 
or upper rail of the head. 1860 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
False kelson ox Kelson Rider. 

ec. Gunmaking. 

1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ Brit. Sforts 1.1. xi. § 2. 33 The false- 
breech is cut away more than I like it. 1880 Axcycl. Brit. 
XI. 280/r A pair of barrels. .abutting against a false breech. 
1881 GREENER Gy 262 A false pin is screwed into the lever, 
which, when removed, will leave an aperture through which 
the breech-pin must be extracted. 

d. Civil Engineering. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 824/2 False-works .. con- 
struction works to enable the erection of the main works. 

e. Arch. in False pillar, roof (see quots.). 

1552 Hu.oet, Ffalse roufe of a chambre, house, seller, or 
vault. 1611 Perkins Cases Consc. (1619) 143 ‘The other 
which was most outward, and lesse eactaie might be vp- 
holden by lesser proppes, which Artificers in that kind call 
by the name of false-pillars. 1849-50 WeaLe Dict. Ternis, 
False roof, the space between the ceiling and the roof above 
it. 1874 MickLtetuwaite Mod. Par. Churches 213 The 
main pipes should. .be in the false roof. 

B. adv. 

+1. Untruly. With 40 speak, swear. Obs. or arch. 

1303 R. Brunne //andJl. Synne 776 3yf pou euere swore. . 
Yn any tyme fals or wykkedly. ¢1380 Wycur Se. Wks. 
III. 345 Whanne Petre .. swore fals for a wommans vois. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 298 Par haue pai fals spoken. 1613 
Suaxs, Hen. VII, ti. iv. 136 Let him in naught be trusted, 
For speaking false in that. 1621 Lapy M. Wroru Urania 
202 He vow’d, nothing should make him answere false. 

2. Improperly, wrongly. Of an arrow’s flight : 
Tn the wrong direction ; erringly. Of music: Out 
of tune, incorrectly, Ods. or arch. 

1sgt SHaks. Tio Gent. iv. ii.*59 The Musitian. .plaies 
false. .So false that he grieues my very heart-strings. 1596 
—1 Hen. IV,1. ii. 74 Thou judgest false. 1608 — Per. 1. i. 
124 If it be true that I interpret false. 1815 Moore Ladla 
R. (1824) 139 False flew the shaft, though pointed well. 


3. Faithlessly, perfidiously. Chiefly in 7o play 
(a person) false: to cheat in play; fg. to betray. 
Vou. IV. 
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1590 Suaxs. Com. Err. u. ii. 144 If..thou play false, I doe 
digest the poison of thy flesh. 1593 — 2 //en. VJ, 1. i. 184 
Beshrew the winners, for they play’d me false. 1596 — 
Merch. V. 1. ii. 48 His mother plaid false with a Smyth. 
1611 — Cymé, 11. iv. 117 Mine eare Therein false strooke, 
can take no greater wound. 1825 A. W. FonsLangQue in 
Westm. Rev. 1V. 402 Sheridan played false to his political 
friends on this occasion.. @1859 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
(1872) V. xxiv. 24 They had their fears that Lewis might be 
playing false. 

Spm 

+1. Fraud, falsehood, treachery. In early use 
esp. counterfeiting (of coin), forgery. Ods. 

¢xo00 AELrric Gex. xliv. 7 Hwi tihp ure hlaford us swa 
micles falses? a1016 Laws of Atthelred vi. § 32 Pet an 
mynet gange ofer ealle pas peode buton zelcon false, 1154 
O. E. Chron, an. 1124 Hi hafden fordon eall pat land mid 
here micele fals. ¢ 1200 OrmIN 7334 Crist forrwerrpepp falls 
& flard. c1300 Cursor M. 19254 (Edin.) pu leies. .and a3te 
haue wand wib fals pe hali gaste to fand. @1375 Foseph 
Arvin, 208 Wip-outen faute oper faus. c1400 Destr. Troy 
8109 Now art pou trewly hor traitour, & tainted for fals ! 

2. One who or that which is false. +a. e//if¢. 
for ‘false person’. Ods. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 4412 (Cott.) Ioseph .. pat suikeful fals, 
pat folelichour. ¢1340 /bid. 17473(Trin.) Ale false shul fare 
on pat wise. c1400 Destr. Troy 12355 Eneas..wold haue 
dungyn hym to deth, & deiret pe fals. 

+b. What is false; falsehood. Ods. exc. as absol. 
use of the adj. 

¢1380 Wycuir Sed. Wks. III. 345 Men moten .. take ofte 
fals as bileve. a@1sg9z GREENE Yas. JV (1861) 213 Such re- 
ports more false than truth contain. 1603 SHaks. Meas. /or 
M. 11. iy. 170 My false, ore-weighs your true. @ 16£o BuTLer 
Rem. (1759) 1. 224 Science .. Conveys, and counterchanges 
true and false. . 1812 Str H. Davy Chem. Philos. 13 Truths 
.. were blended with the false. 

e. Something that is false; untruth ; false ap- 
pearance. Ods. exc. arch, 

1584 T. Bastarp Chrestoleros, He..hath put a false upon 
thy face. 1786 tr. Swedenborg’s Chr. Relig. § 273 His Un- 
derstanding is full of Falses. 1884 TENNySON Becket ut. iii, 
Earth’s falses are heaven’s truths. 

+3. Fencing. =FEINT. Obs. 

1637 Nasses JZicrocosm. in Dodsley O. Plays IX. 122 
Mar’s fencing school, where I learn’d a mystery that consists 
in..thrusts, falses, doubles. : 

D. Comb. 

1. Of the adj. : a. With agent-nouns forming sbs., 
as false-buller, -coiner; +false writer, (a) one 
who writes incorrectly ; (2) a forger. 

a 1300 Cursor MM. 29306 (Cott.) Fals bullers [see Fase 
v.1). 1440 Promp. Parv. 148 False wryter, plastographus, 
1580 Baret Aly. F tog A false writer..azendosus scriptor. 
lbid., A false coiner, adulterator monele. 

b. With pa. pples., forming adjs. chiefly para- 
synthetic, as false-bzased, -bottomed, -eyed, -faced, 
Saithed, -fingered, -fronted, -grounded, -hearted 
(whence /alse-heartedness), -necked, -princtpled, 
-visored. 

1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 450 For our Equalls, what they 
say or do. . what is good, we make Casuall, or “false Byassed. 
1654 H. L’Esrrance Chas. / (1655) 25 You have.. upon 
*false-bottomed suggestions endeavoured to distain his [the 
king’s].. honour. 1645 Quartes Sol, Recant. 55 Then 
banish *fals-ey’d mirth. 1607 SHaxs. Cov. 1. ix. 44 Let 
Courts and Cities be Made all of *false-fac’d soothing. 1601 
Cuesrer Love’s Mart. cv. (1878) 71 *False-faithed Scot- 
land. 1648 Goopwin Voungl. Eld. Ess. 4 *Fals-fingered 
men. 1889 A. R. Hope in Boy’s Own Paper 3 Aug. 697/2 The 
*false-fronted frump. 1649 Roperts Clavis Bibl. 341 His 
confutation, of their *false-grounded opinion. 1571 GoLDING 
Calvin on Ps. \v. 21 Y® *falseharted folk bear in their mouth 
hony dipped in poison. 1685 Baxter Pavaphr. N. T. 
Matt. xii. 39 A false-hearted People that will not be con- 
vinced by Miracles. 1847 Emerson Poews, To Rhea Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 402 When love has once departed From the eyes 
of the false-hearted. 1571 GoLpING Calvin on Ps, xli.7 To 
utter the *“falsehartednesse assoone as they come out of 
the doores. 1889 The Voice (N. Y.) 16 May, The. .false 
heartedness of the temperance Republicans. 1892 Academy 
24 Sept. 270 *False-necked vases are represented in the 
tomb of Ramessu III. 1837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Ammer. 
III. 94 The brand of contempt should be fixed upon any.. 
*false principled style of manners. 1563 Foxe A. & M. 
1355/2 The dark and “falseuisured kingdom of Antichrist. 

2. Of the adv.: a. With pr. pples., forming 
adjs., as false-boding, -creepitg, -glozing (see GLOZ- 
ING), judging, -lying, -persuading, -speaking, -war- 
bling; with vbl. sbs., forming sbs, as /a/se-con- 
tracting, -dealing, -enditing, speaking, -promising, 
-writing. 

1594 Suaks. Rich. IT, 1. iii. 247 *False boding Woman, 
end thy frantick Curse. 1598 SyLvesteR Diz Bartas iu. 
i. ut. Furies 746 Theeving, *False-contracting, Church- 
chaffering [etc.]. 1593 Suaxs. Lucy. 1517 Jealousy itself 
could not mistrust *False-creeping craft. 1702 C. MATHER 
Magn. Chr. 1. ii. (1852) 51 This *false-dealing proved a 
safe-dealing for the good people. c 1480 Joun WaTTON Sfec. 
Chr. 30b, *Fals Enditing. 1633 G. Herpert 7emple, 
Dotage i,* False glozing pleasures. 1686 Sourn Ser. (1737) 
II. ix. 347 A false glossing parasite would. .call his fool-hardi- 
ness valour. 1839 Hacttam /7ist. Lit. viil. 1. § 50 A very 
*false-judging pedantry. 1562 Turner Herbal iu. job, A 
*falslying good lesse man, 1682 Orway Venice Preserved 
1v. i. 56 Thanks to thy tears and “false perswading love. 
1684 — Afheist1. i, There's .. *False-promising at Court. 
c1600 SHaks. Sov. cxxxviii, Simply I credit her *false- 
speaking tongue. 1884 tr. Lofze’s Logic 286 False-speaking 
is wrong in itself. 1728-46 THomMson Sfring 992 *False- 
warbling in his cheated ear. : 

b. With pa. pples., forming adjs., as fa/se-de- 
rived, -fed, -found, -gotten, -imagined, -persuaded, 
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-pretended, -purchased, -spoken, -sworn, -tinctured, 
-whited, -termed, -written. 

1597 SuHAKS. 2 Hen. [V,1v. i. 190 Euery .. *false-deriued 
Cause. 1680 H. More A focal. Agoc. 69 They shall not be 
*false-fed..by deceitful Teachers. a1558 Q. Mary in Foxe 
A. & AM, (1684) IIT. 14 Seditions have been nourished .. by 
printing of “false found books. 1460in Pod. Nel. §& L. Poems 
(1866) 260 *Fals goten good. c1625 Mitton Death Fair 
Infant 72 Her “false-imagined loss cease to lament! 1605 
SHaks, Lear t. iv. 254 (Qo.), I should be *false persuaded 
I had daughters. 1553 Bate Gardiner’s De vera Obed. 
Pref. By, *False pretended supremacie. 1530 Mov 
Greater Excommun, in Maskell A7ox. Rit. 11. 299 All tho 
ben acursed .. that use wytingly suche *false purchased 
letters. 1843 CartyLe Past § Pr. (1858) 142 *False-spoken, 
unjust. 1569 J. SANrorD tr. Avrippa’s Van. Artes 2b, A 
*falsesworne Marchaunte. 1729 Savacr Wanderer i. 391 
*False-term’d honour. 1706 Watts Hore Lyrice U1. (1808) 
169 The cruel shade apply’d .. a “false tinctur’d glass. 1641 
Mitton Ch. Govt, 1. ili. (1851) 173 A *false-whited, a lawnie 
resemblance of her, 1755 Carte /7st. Eng. 1V. 93 Names 
“false-written as Artherus for Arthurus. 

e. With verbs, forming verbs, as /a/se-colour, 
-play, -point, -~promise. 

1817 CoLeripce Biog. Lit. (1847) II. 170 Genius neither 
distorts nor *false-colours its objects. 1606 SHaks. Ant. & 
CZ. 1v. xiv. 19 The Queene. .has “false plaid my Glory Vnto 
an Enemies triumph, 1892 /veld 7 May 695'1 They kept 
on *false pointing and backing..Ivybridge did little else 
but false point. a 1618 Sy_vestER Cup of Consolation 22 
S.niling Hope. .*False-promiseth long Peace and plenty too. 

3. Special comb. : }false-back a., ?treacherously 
retreating ; false-bedded a., -bedding Geo/. (sec 
quots. 1876, 1887); + false-cup, a kind of drink- 
ing cup; +false-heart a. = false-hearted (see 
Comb, 1); false-muster, an incorrect statement 
of the number of men in a regiment or a ship’s 
company ; false-nerved a. Bot., having no vascular 
tissue ; + false-winged a. Arch. = pseudo-dipteral. 

1633 P. Frercner Purple /s?. x1. xlviil, The *false-back 
Tartars fear with cunning feign. 1876 Pace Adv, Text 
Bk. Geol, v.gt Sandstones are said to be *false-bedded when 
their strata are crossed obliquely by numerous laminz. 
1884 Nature 13 Nov. 32 The lower zone of false-bedded 
grits. 1876 Woopwarp Geo/. (1887) 13 *False-bedding .. is 
a feature produced in shallow water by currents and tidal 
action, whereby beds are heaped up in irregular layers with- 
out any approach to horizontality or continuity. 1877 A. 
H. Green Phys. Geol. iv. § 1. 124 False-bedding e.g. ae 
rent-, Cross-, or Drift-Bedding. 1708 Motreux Radelais v. 
xXxiv. (1737) 152 *False-Cups, Tumblers. 1593 SHaks. 2 
Hen. VI, v. i. 143, 1 am thy King, and thou a “false-heart 
Traitor. 1752 A. Murpuy Gray’s-Inn Jrnl. (1756) 1. 116 
No. 17 There are besides several Faggots, and *False- 
musters, which the General thinks proper to connive at. 
1866 Treas. Bot., * False-nevved,when veins have no vascular 
tissue, but are formed of simple elongated cellular tissue ; 
as in mosses, seaweeds, etc. 1715 Leoni Padladio's Archit. 
(1742) II. 20 This Temple was. .*false-wing’d. 

+ False, v. Ods. Forms: 3 falsie-n, (fausie-n), 
3-7 false(n, (5-yn), 3-4 south, dial. valse(n, 4-5 
falshe, 4-6 fals, 6 falce. [a. OF. fa/se-r (mod.F. 
‘ausser) :—late L. falsare, f. fals-us: see FALSE a. 
Cf. ON. falsa.] To be or make false. 

1. a. zntr. Of a thing: To prove unreliable ; to 
fail, give way. 

¢ 1208 LAY. 23967 Pe helman his hzuede and his hereburne 
gon to falsie [c 1275 fausie]. a1225 Ancr. X. 228 Vor none 
deofles puffe ne purue 3e dreden, bute 3if pet lim ualse. 
Ibid. 270 3if he mei undergiten pet ower bileaue falsie. 

b. trans. To cause to fail or give way; to foil 
(a weapon). 

az225 Ancr. R,. 292 Godes stronge passiun falsie pes 
deofles wepnen. a@1240 Sawles Warde in Cott. Homt. 255 
Ne mei..ne na wone falsi min heorte. c1275 Luzue Ron 
124 in O. £. Misc. 97 Ne may no Mynur hire ynderwrote, 
ne neuer false pene grundwal. c1320 Sewn Sag. (W.) 
2125 The fir. .falsed the siment, and the ston. 

2. trans. To counterfeit (money); to forge (a 


document). 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 29308 (Cotton Galba) Fals bulleres..pat 
falses pe papes sele. 1303 R. Brunne Hand/. Syne 5362 
3yf pou dedyst euere py myghte To false a chartre. c1450 
Myrc 709 Af that falsen the popes lettres. 1480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. cl. 131 A clerk had falshed the kynges money. 
1493 Festivall (W. de W. 1515) 193, I denounce. .all those 
that fals the kyngesstandarde. 1§53 T. Becon Relig. Rome 
(1563) 240a, All thoe that false the Popes Bull. 

3. To falsify, make untrue; to introduce false- 


hood into; to corrupt. 

¢1380 Wycuir Se/. Wks. 111. 434 Men moten .. pacient- 
liche dispose hem to deye for Crist, and fals not be gospel 
for favor of men. ¢1386 Cuaucer AZiller's Prod. 66, I mote 
reherse Hir tales alle ., Or elles falsen som of my matere. 
1480-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 54 They that clyppe away 
from the money of goddes seruice, eny wordes or letters or 
syllables, & so false yt from the trew sentence. 1598 
Sytvester Du Bartas u. ii. 1 Babylon 473 Those scattered 
Masons Had falsed it [Adam’s language] in hundred 
thousand fashions. 4 

4. To be or prove false to. a. To break, violate 


(one’s faith, word, etc.). Const. dat. of person. 

1303 R. Brunne Handi. Synne 11191 Men falsen here 
troupes. c 1386 Cuaucer Sg7.’s 7. 619 He. .hath his trouthe 
falsed. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. Xxil. 20 These coue- 
nauntes sholde neuer be broke ne falsed. a@1533 Lp. Ber- 
ners Hon cxx. 429 ‘hen shall I false her my promyse. 
1563 B. Goocr egdogs vii. (Arb.) 57 When fyrst she falst 
her troth to me. 1624 Heywoop Caffives 11. i. in Bullen 
O. Pi. 1V, That false their faythes. 

b. To play false to (a person); to betray, de- 


ceive. Also adsol. 
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FALSE-BRAY. 


€1374 CHaucer Troylus vy. 1053 Ther made neuere 
womman more wo Than she, when that she falsed Troylus. 
¢ 1420 Lypc. Temple ofGlass 63 Medee. . was falsed of Iason. 
ce. absol. and zntr, ‘To defraud, deal falsely. 
1393 Gower Conf, II. 301 To falsen and to ben unkinde. 
¢1450 Myre 709 All that falsen or use false measures, 
a 1541 Wyatr Poet. Wks. (1861) 163 Never yet.. Intended I 


to false, or be untrue. 
d. ?veft. To betray one’s trust. (Doubtful: the 


word may be adj.) 

1611 SHaks. Cyd, u1. iii. 74 *Tis Gold... makes Diana's 
Rangers false themselues. 

5. To maintain to be false,impugn. 70 false (a 


doom) : in Sc. Law ‘to deny the equity of a sentence, 


and appeal to a superior court’ (Jam.). 

ai1225 Fuliana 6g Ah false swa hare lahe. a@ 1400 Cov. 
Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 241 Thus xal I false the wordys that 
his pepyl doth testefy. c1400 Afol. Loll. 60 In mennis 
lawe oft men falsen domis, & appelen per fro. ¢1430 Pilgr. 
Lyf Manhode 1, \xxxv. (1869) 49 Thine argumentes, that 
seist i have falsed and repreued thy gretteste principle. 
1469 Act Parl. Fas. 1/1 (1814) 94 The dome gevin in the 
Justice are of Drumfress .. & falsit and againe callit 
be maister Adam cokburn forspekar .. was weile gevin 
& evil again callit. 1609, 1708 [see Fatsinc 7/42. sb, below). 

6. 7o false a blow: to make a feint. 

1590 SPENSER /. Q. 11. v. g Sometimes he strook him 
strayt, And falsed oft his blowes tillude him with such 
bayt. 1594 [see Fatsine 732. sd. below]. 

Hence Falsed ///. a., Falsing vé/. sb. and 
Ppl. a., in senses of the verb. alszng of dooms : 
(see FALSE z, 5). 

«1225 Ancr. R. 72 Purh swuch chastiement haued sum 
ancre arered bitweonen hire & hire preost..a valsinde luue. 
1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Aunt, 2378 Lo! per pe falssyng, foule 
mot hit falle! c¢1400 Dest. Troy 11330 Falsyng & flatery. 
a3s4r Wyatr Poet, Wks, (1861) 30 Yet shall they shew 
your falsed faith, 1590 SHaks. Com. Err. 1. ii. 95 Not sure 
inathing falsing. 1594 J. G. (¢2¢7e) tr. Grassi’s True Arte 
of Defence, with a Treatise of Deceit or Falsinge. 1594 
DanteL Compl. Rosamond xxi, The adulterate beauty of 
a falsed cheek. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 1. iii. 181 
Hence, ye falsed, seeming Patriotes. 1609 Skene Reg. AZa7. 
Table 70 Falsing of Domes (reduction of decreiteis) sould 
be done incontinent be the partie agains quhom they are 
given. @1641 Bre. Mountacu Acts & Mon. (1642) 544 That 
falsed Homily. 1708 J. CHamBercayne S?t. Gt. Brit. u. 11. 
x. (1743) 432 Edinburgh .. assisted the Chamberlain in the 
falsing of dooms. 

False-bray: see FAUSSE-BRAY. 

+ Fa‘lsedict. Ods. [A parallel formation to 
Verpicr, by the substitution of false for the first 
member.] An untrue deliverance or utterance. 

1579 Futxe Heskins’ Parl. 499 Wee will not take the 
verdicte or rather the falsedict at his mouth. 1616 B, 
Parsons Mag. Charter 23 A verdict..is a falsedict, if [etc.]. 

+Falsedom. Ods. [f. Fausp a. + -pom.] 
Treachery, untruth; a falsehood. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 852* ote, pe vnkunde suikedom 
{v. 7. falsedom]. a@1300 Siriz 65 in Wright Anecd. Lit. 4 
Ne con ich saien non falsdom. 1303 R. Brunne Hand. 
Syrne 2748 3yf he swere fals, or falsdom bede. 


Falsehood ({9:ls-, folsjhud). Also +false- 
head. Forms: a. 3-6 fals(e)-, (4 falce-, fauls- 
south dial. vals-), hed(e, -ed, (4 -ede, -heed, 
-id, 5 -hedd, 6 -heade), 6-7 -head. 8B. 4-6 
fals- (6 false-) hod(e, (4 Sc. -ade), 6- falsehood. 
[f. FALSE @. +-HEAD, -HOOD. ] 

+1. Asan attribute of persons: Falseness, deceit- 
fulness, mendacity, faithlessness. Ods. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 454 Of falshede, ne of trecherye, in 
pe worl hys per nys. a@1340 Hampote Psalter xi. 2 Soth- 
fastnes is lessed & falshede waxis. c1440 Generydes 1539 
A sotilte To hide your falshede. 1534 Lp. Berners //7on 
Ixxxii. 253 Me thynke he is full of falshede for I se none 
other but he purchaseth for your deth. 

2. Want of conformity to fact or truth; falsity. 
Now almost always implying intentional falsity. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 22865 (Trin.) Mony wenen: pat ben not 
wise pat pat flesshe shal not hool vprise. Pat to wene is 
but falshede. c¢ 1440 Generydes 5221 Ffalshede and trougth 
is euer atte debate. 1530 Raster. Bk. Purvat. 1. viii, 
Truthe and falshed be two contraryauntes, 1611 BrBte 
Fob xxi. 34 In your answeres there remaineth falshood. 
1742 Jounson L. P., Sydenham, The falshood of this report. 
1793 Beppors Scurvy 46 He has..shewn the falsehood of 
the conclusion, 1809-10 CoLreripGe Friend (1865) 20 The 
shameless assertion, that truth and falsehood are indifferent 
in their own natures. 

b, That which, or something that, is contrary to 
fact or truth; an untrue proposition, doctrine, be- 
lief, etc. ; untrue propositions, etc. in general. 

1393 Gower Conf.III. 136 Logique hath eke in his degree 
Betwene the trouthe and falshode The pleine wordes for 
to shode, ¢1449 Pecock Ref. ut. xiv. 373 Out ofa treuthe 
folewith not a falshede, 1691 Harrciirre Virtues 289 
Such Minds, as shall have as clear Conceptions of Fals- 
hoods, as they have of Truths. 1845 S. Austin Ranke’s 
Hist. Ref. il. 278 Truth would be suppressed together 
with falsehood. 1847 Hetps Friends in C, (1854) 1.6 Each 
age has to fight with its own falsehoods. 1861 M. Pattison 
Ess. (1889) I. 32 It would be easy..to exaggerate this. truth 
.-into a falsehood, 

te. An error, mistake (in writing); a slip of 
the pen. Ods. rare. 

€1440 Promp. Parv. 148 Falsheed yn boke, for yvel 
wrytynge, menda, 

3. Deception, falsification, imposture ; a forgery, 
counterfeit. Ods, or arch. 

1340 Ayenb. 40 Notaryes pet makep pe ualse lettres, and 
--to uele obre ualshedes. c1394 2. Pl. Crede 616 Panne 
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{he]..fyeb on her falshedes pat pei bifore deden. 1667 
Mirton /. L, tv. 122 Hee.. Artificer of fraud..was the first 
That practisd falshood under saintly shew. /d7d. 1v. 812 
No falshood can endure Touch of Celestial temper. 

4. The intentional making of false statements ; 
lying. (Occasionally with wider sense adopted 
from ancient philosophy: see quot. 1810.) 

1662 STILLINGFL. Ovig. Sacr. 1. iv. § 10 Herodotus was 
. suspected of falshood, 1797 Mrs. Ravciirre /talian xvi, 
Add not the audacity of falsehood to the headlong passions 
of youth, 1810 Benruam Packing (1821) 135 Your logical 
falsehood is—where, for example, you speak of a thing 
which is not true as if it were true, whether you think it 
true or not: your ethical falsehood is—where you speak of 
a thing as true, believing it not to be true, whether it be 
really true or not. @ 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) II. 394 Fraud 
in kings was held accurst, And falsehood sin was reckoned. 
1841 Lane Arad, Nis. 1. 24 Falsehood is permitted by their 
religion, 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 74 He who loves 
involuntary falsehood is a fool. 

5. An uttered untruth; a lie. Also, false state- 
ments, uttered untruth, in general. 

c12zg0 S. Eng. Leg. 42/288 Alas, alas, pe deolfole cas: to 
heore so muche falshede! ¢ 1380 WycuirF Sel. Wks. III. 140 
He seies, as blaspheme falsehed pat he makes medeful to 
slee Cristen men. c¢ 1450 Gesta Rom. xlix. 223 (Harl. MS.) 
He with his sotil cautellis & falshedes blindithe & disseyuithe 
pe soule. 1593 Suaxs. Rich. //, wv. i. 39, I will turne thy 
falshood to thy hart, Where it was forged, with my Rapiers 
point. 1794 Mrs. Ravcuirre AZyst, Udolpho xii, Why did 
you accuse me of having told a falsehood. 1849 Ruskin 
Sev. Lamps ii. § 15. 42 ‘Yo cover brick with cement, and to 
divide this cement with joints that it may look like stone, is 
to tell a falsehood. 1856 Froupr A7/7st. ng. (1858) 1. iv. 
314 A small element of truth may furnish a substructure for 
a considerable edifice of falsehood, 

+6. Arith. Ree of Falsehood =‘ False Position’: 
see Position. Ods. 

1542 RecorDE Gy. Artes (1575) 439 The rule of Falsehode, 
whiche beareth his name .. for that by false numbers taken 
at all aduentures, it teacheth howe to finde those true num- 
bers that you seeke for. 

7. Sc. Law. (See quot.) : in mod, law books for 
the older FALset. 

1699 Sir G. Mackenzir Laws Cust. Scot. xxvii. 134 Fal 
sum, Falshood ..a fraudulent suppression, or imitation of 
‘Truth, in prejudice of another. 1773 in J. Erskine /ystit. 
Law Scot. tv. iv. § 66. 1861 in W. Bett Dict, Law 
Scot. 378/2. 

8. Comb., as falschood-free, falschood-monger. 

1839 Lapy Lytton Cheveley (ed. 2) I. xii. 293 What will 
not those falsehood-mongers, the poets, have to answer for. 
1850 Mrs. Browninc Poems, Exile’s Return iii, How change 
could touch the falsehood-free And changeless thee ! 

+ Fa‘lseleke. Ods. rave—'. [f. Fausn a.: see 
-LOCK.] Falsehood. 

@ 1310 in Wright Ly7ic P. viii. 32 To fet y falle hem feole, 
for falsleke fifti folde. 

+ Falsely, a. Obs. vare—'. In 4 falsly. [f. 
Fase a.+1y!.]_ False, deceptive. 

a@ 1310 in Wright Lyric P. viii. 31 My fykel fleishe, mi 
falsly blod. 

Falsely ({6ls-, folsli), adv. Forms: 3-5 fals(e)- 
liche, (4 falslich, -lik, -lyche, valsliche), 3-5 
falsli, 3-8 falsly, 4— falsely. [f. FALSE a. + -LY 2.] 

1. In violation of truth; untruthfully. 

1303 R. Brunner andl. Synne 726 Whan pou falsly by 
hym swerest. c132z0 Sir Tvristr. 3054 Falsly canestow 
fayt. 1651 Hoppes Leviath. u. xxvi. 146 A man is accused 
falsly of a fact. 1841-4 Emerson Zss., Sfir, Laws Wks. 
I. 66 When a man..has base ends, and speaks falsely. 

2. Erroneously, incorrectly, wrongly. 

@ 1300 Czrsor M. 23131 (Cott.) Falsli es he cristen calld. 
c¢ 1400 Maunbev. (1839) xii. 134 Thei seyn that the cristene 
men .. beleeven folyly and falsly that Iesu Crist was crucy- 
fyed. 1563 Winzer lzncent. Livin. xxvi. Wks. 1890 II. 54 
Science falslie so callit. 1597 Mortey /xtvod. Mus, 183 
Such things as I haue either left out or falsely set downe. 
@ 1627 Sir J. Beaumont Answ. Metrodorus in Poems (1869) 
240 All states are good, and they are falsly led, Who wish 
to be vnborne. 1727-38 Gay Fadles 1. x, How falsly is the 
spaniel drawn ! 1809-10 CoLerince /7iend (1865) 128, I have 
falsely represented his principles. 

3. Wrongfully. a. Unjustly, for no sufficient 
cause, without Justification. b. Dishonestly, fraudu- 
lently. 

1303 R. Brunne /Zandl. Synne 5347 3yf pou .. falsly pur- 
chasede..pat ys grete synne. ¢1330 — Chron. (1810) 235 
Gascoyne & Normandie, Pat pe kyng of France chalanges 
falsly. 1389 in xg. Grlds (1870) 5 Enpresoned falslich by 
enme, ¢€1430 Piler, Lyf Manhode u. xiv. (1869) 80 Thou 
mesurest falsliche, and stelest folkes corn, 1602 Marston 
Antonio's Rev, u, iii. Wks, 1856 1. 98, I must die falsely. 
1666 Drypen Ann. Mirad, 675 Success, which they did 
falsly boast. 171x Appison Sfect. No. 170 P 7 For such 
who are treated ill and upbraided falsely, 

4. Deceitfully, treacherously. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 208 Falsliche igon to schrifte. @1300 
Cursor M, 818 (Gott.) pe feind..falsli bigiled adam. ¢13 
P. Pl. Crede 693 A fewe Folwen fully pat clop, but fals- 
liche pat vseb. xg0r Pol. Poems (Rolls) 11. 41 Falselier 
than the fende. ¢ 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xiv. 341 
Kyng yon, that so falsli hath betrayed vs. 1503-4 Act 19 
Hen, VII, c. 34 Preamb., Persones falsly and traiterously 
ymagynyng..the deth..of the Kinge. 1605 CampEN Rev. 
(1637) 253 John.. falsely and unnaturally revolted unto the 
French king. 1742 Younc N#. 7%, vii, 478 The third witness 
..falsly promises an Eden here. 

+5. Improperly. Ods. 

1393 Lanct. P. Pd. C. x. 270 Ful meny fayre flus falsliche 
wasshe! 1483 Caxton G. de Za Tour E.vij b, The daughters 
of Moab were falsly engendryd and goten. 1529 More 
Dyaloge 1. Wks. 208/t The churche fell sodeinly down. . was 
falsely wrought. 1594 Suaxs. Rich. ///, v. iil, 251 A base 





FALSET. 


foule Stone, made precious by the soyle Of Englands Chaire, 
where he is falsely set. r 

Falsen (f0:Is’n, fo'ls’n), v. vave. [f. FALSE a, + 
-EN 5.) ¢vans. ‘To make false or unreal. 

1888 M, Arno_p in 19¢# Cent. Apr. 482 The whole action 
of our minds is hampered and falsened. 

Falseness (f9'ls-, fo'lsnés). Also 4-7 fals- 
nes(s(e, 4-8 false- (south. dial. vals-) nesse. [f. 
FALSE @.+-NESS.] The quality of being false. 

1. Contrariety to fact; want of reality or truth; 
falsehood, unreality. “+ Also quasi-covcy. anything 
false. 

1303 R. Brunne Handi. Synne 1497 3yf he deme fals 
iuggement, Pere falsnes ys, he shalle beshent. 1340 Ayend. 
250 Ualsnesse me ne ssel zigge. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. Rt. vi. (1495) 52 Racio or reason demyth bitwene. .sothe 
and falsnesse. 1897 SHaxs. Lover's Compl. 105 His rude- 
ness. . Did livery falseness in a pride of truth. 1655 Sir BE. 
Nicuoras in WV. Papers (Camden) II. 170, I noe whit repent 
me of the Collogne newes I sent you, since I was..confident 
of the falsnes. 1847 C. G. Appison Coxtracts u. vil. §1 He 
..did not know of the falseness of the affirmation at the time 
it was made. 1877 Mrs. Forrester J/zgnon 1. 6 The false- 
ness of its illusions, , ‘ 

2. Deceitfulness, duplicity,imposture. Also quasi- 


concr. a deceit, an imposture. 

¢1330 R. Brunner Chron, (1810) 265 He sent vnto pe pape, 
&..a new falsnés did schape. c1386 Cuaucer Can. Yeon. 
Prol. § T. 423 His infinite falsenesse Ther coude no man 
writen. ¢1449 Pecock epr.1. i. 7 Se 3e that no man bigile 
30u bi... veyn falsnes, 1513 Act 5 Hen. VIII, c. 4 § rt Vhe 
said Deceits and Falseness, 1568 Grarton C/von. II. 196 
He was. .arreigned and judged for his falsenesse. 1649 Br. 
Reynotps //osea ii. 71 The falsenes. .of our corrupt hearts. 
1732 WaATERLAND Chyist. Vind. 38 They that reject Super- 
stition in Theory, and yet retain it in Life..do but expose 
their own Folly and Falseness. 1846 ‘TRENCH AZivac. xx, 
(1862) 329 Another part of his falseness was, that [etc. ]. 

3. Faithlessness, inconstancy, treachery. Also an 
instance of this. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chon, (1810) 55 Falsnes brewes bale. 
1393 Lanct. P. P27. C. xix. 173 Falsnesse ich [Iesus] fynde 
in py [Iudas] faire speche. c1470 Henry Wadlace 1. 39 It 
was lost with tresoune and falsnes. 1523 Lp. BeRNERS 
froiss. 1. cclxxx. 171 a, He wolde make y: traytours derely 
abye their falsnesse. 1658 IVhole Duty Man iv. § 8. 40 
Some inward guilt of falseness, for which that oath must be 
the cloak. 1709 Pripeaux Lett. (Camden) 203 Beeing for 
his falsenesse in the management of that trust broken and 
discarded. 1876 Bancrorr Hist. U.S. 1V. x. 386 His pre- 
decessor..had recorded their falseness and cruelty. 

+4. The fact of failing or ‘giving way’. Ods. 

1552 Hu.oet, Falsenes of herte, dem7ssio. 1580 BARET 
Alv, F 111 A falsenesse of heart, and feeble courage. 

+Falser. Ods. Also 6 falsor. [f. FaLse v. 
+-ER!, Cf. F. fausseur.} 

1. A falsifier, forger, counterfeiter. 

1340 Ayend. 62 Hassel by demd ase ualsere. 1388 Wyciir 
Fas. Prol., The whiche [enuyous men] pronouncen me to be 
a falsere. 1450-1530 Aly7r. our Ladye 53 Falsers of the 
kynges money are punysshed by deth. 

2. One who acts falsely; a deceiver. 

1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. Epil., To teach the ruder shep- 
heard how.. from the falsers fraude his folded flocke to 
keepe. 1597 Lyty Wom. in Moone iv. i, Detested falsor ! 
a 1637 B. Jonson Hue & Cry after Cupid, We hope ye'll 
not abide him, Since ye hear this falser’s play. 

+Falsery. Ols. Also 6-7 falsary. [a. OF. 

Jalserie, {. fats FALSE a.] Deception, falsification, 
falsehood. 

1594 22d Rep. Dr. Faustus in Thoms Prose Rem. (1858) 
III. 397 ‘The good emperor. .came now to make him amends 
for his pretty falsery. 1639 GENTILIS Ser7//ta’s [ngztis. (1676) 
889 That Tribunal, to which that falsary [calumniation of 
an accused person] hath not born respect. a 1670 M. Casau- 
BON 77veat. Spirits (1672) 214 This Gassendus thinks is 
enough to prove Plutarch’s falsary. 


+ Falseship. O/s. In 3 falschipe, 4 fels- 
ship. [f. Farsea.+-sHip.] The quality of being 
false. a. Untruthfulness. b. Dishonesty, deceit. 

c1230 Hali Meid. 26 Ah ichulle scheawen hit al wid 
falschipe ismedet. 14.. in Pol. Rel. §& L, Poenrs (1866) 222 
Glosinge and felsship beon riue. 

Fa‘lsesome, @. 00s, exc. Sc. rave. Also g Sc. 
fause-, [f. FaLSE a@.+-SomE.] Deceitful, untrue. 

1533 Morr Dedell. Salem i. Wks. 932/1 So many false- 
some sayes in that sediciouse boke. 1883 Edin, Even, Expr. 
2 May 2/3 Of fausesome ways thou’st taen a scunner. 

+ Fa'lset !. Chiefly Sc. Ods. Also 4 falsat, 5 
falssett. [app. a. OF. falset (Godef. s. v: faussé) :— 
late L. falsatum, neut. pa. pple. of fa/sdre: see 
FALsE v.] Falsehood, treachery, fraud ; an instance 
of this. In Scots Law = FaLsEHoop (see quot. 
1609). 

1375 Barsour Bruce xv. 122 Falsat euirmar Sall haue.. 
euill ending. 1482 Certificate in Surtees ATisc. (1899) 40 To 
put down all falssett and untrewit. 1355 Sc. Acts Mary 
(1597) § 44 Mony falsettes daylie done within this realme be 
Notars. 1569 J. Sanrorp tr. Agrippa’s Van, Artes 161 
This then standeth in force. although there appeare erroure 
or falset. 1609 SkENE Reg. May. 69 The generall crime of 
falset, conteines vnder it sundrie speciall crimes. As false 
Charters or Writtes, false money, false measures, false 
wechts. /é7d. 128 He quha is convict of falset in weghts. 


+ Falset 2, anglicized form of Fatsrrro, 

1707 J. STEVENS tr. Ouevedo's Com. Wks. (1709) 59 A young 
Man singing. .with sucha Voice, asseem’d not to come from 
Heaven. .it was a Falset. 1782 Burney Hist. Mus. II. iv. 
374 The other just come from Rome—sings in Falset. 

— Fide Metastasio\1. 174 A great player on the violin 
in falset. 


FALSETTO. 


|| Falsetto (folse'to). Also 8 errox. falsetta. 
[It., dim. of faéso Fause. Cf. F. fazsset.] 

1. A forced voice of a range or register above the 
natural; the head voice. 

174 Watrote Let. Larl Strafford 11 Nov., There is a 
full melancholy melody in his [Leoni’s] voice, though a 
falsetta. 1799 Youn in PAil. Trans, XC. 142 The same 
difference .. takes place between the natural voice and the 
common falsetto. 1843 Pexzy Cycl. XXVI. 419/t The term 
basso falsetto has been proposed to designate this voice [a 
feigned lower voice], but the term lower falsetto is more 
accurate. 1855 SMepLtry 4. Coverdale lvii. 390 ‘To whom 
do I refer?’ repeated her husband in the highest note of his 
shrill falsetto. 1879 Grove Dict. Mus. sor/2 The male 
counter-tenor, or alto voice, is almost entirely falsetto. 

Jig. 1796 Burxe Regic. Peace i. Wks. 1808 VIII, 103 The 
mock heroick falsetto of stupid tragedy. 1814 Scorr Drama 
(1874) 186 All is tuned to the same smooth falsetto of senti- 
ment. 1875 Swinpurne Ess, § Stzdies 249 Much of the 
poem ts written throughout in falsetto. 

2. One who sings with a falsetto voice. 

1789 Burney /Zist. AZus. 1V. 44 You are pleased. .to com- 
pare the /adse¢¢z of former times with the soprani. 1884 
Niecxs Dict. Mus. Terms, Falsetto, a singer who sings 
soprano or alto parts with such a voice. 

. attrib, 

1826 Miss Mirrorp Viddage Ser. 11. (1863) 276 A sort of 
falsetto tone in her speech. 1854 Busunan in Circ. Sc. 
(c 1865) I. 286/2 The falsetto voice has more of a humming 
character, 1876 Foster Piys. ut. vii. (1879) 605 The vocal 
cords are seen to be wide apart when falsetto notes are 
uttered. 1889 Sfectator g Nov. 623/2 The last sentence .. 
seems to us to go perilously near making a falsetto con- 
science out of the antipathies of strait-laced men. 

Hence False‘ttist, one who sings in falsetto. 

1889 Harper's Mag. LX XVII. 73 Soprano falsettists were 
once common enough in France. 1892 Dazly News 28 July 
6/2 The Italian tenor. .is an ‘incomparable falsettist ’, 

Falsidical (folsi-dikal), @ vare—'. [as if f. 
L. falsidic-us falsehood-telling (f. L. false false- 
hood + dc- weak stem of dicére to speak) +-AL: 
on the analogy of Vertmicat.] Suggesting as true 
what is really false ; falsehood-telling. 

1886 Myers Phantasms of Living I. 284 Mlusory (or 
falsidical) hallucinations. 

Falsifiable (folsifaiab'l), a. [f. Fansury v. + 
-ABLE, Cf. F. falsifiable.) ‘That may be falsified. 

1611 Corer, Halsifiadle, which may be falsified, adulter- 
ated, forged, sophisticated. 1685 Corron tr. JZontaigne 11. 
412 The senses are the sovereign Lords of his knowledge, 
but they are uncertain and falsifiable in all circumstances. 
1862 F. Hari Hindu Philos. Syst. 252 The Vedantins believe 
the world to be falsifiable. : 

+ Falsi-fic, a. Obs. [ad. L. falsific-us, f. fals-us 
false + -ficus making: see -¥ric.] ‘ Making false, 
falsifying, dealing falsely’ (Bailey 1736). 

Falsification (fgilsifikcifon). [n. of action 
f. late L. falstficdre to FALSIFY : see -ATION.] 

1. The action of rendering (something) false ; 
fraudulent alteration (of documents, of weights or 
measures, etc.) ; misrepresentation, perversion (of 
facts) ; counterfeiting ; an instance of the same. 

1565 Jewer Lepl. Harding iv. § 15.251 He..shoareth vp a 
ruinous mater with the falsification of his Doctours. 1894 
Hooker Lec. Pod. ut. § 5. 137 By falsification of the wordes, 
wittingly to endeuour that anything may seeme diuine which 
isnot. 1607 TorseLt Hou-~f Beasts (1673) 38 Some adulterate 
Castoreum., .this is a falsification discernible. 1630 J. Taytor 
(Water P.) Wks. u. 36, I am accused for lies and falsi- 
fications. 1682 Scarterr Lxchanges 351 If there were.. 
ground of suspicion that the Figures were altered, its still 
the same; but..If the Falsification were so neat, that it 
could not so easily be discerned..then [etc.]. 1706 CoLiier 
Refi. Ridic. 77 Affectation is the falsification of the whole 
Person. 1799 S. Turner Anglo-Sax. (1836) I. ut. iti. 176 
Their. .manifest falsifications both of manners and history. 
1833 Lams £dva (1860) 358 By a wise falsification, the great 
masters of painting got at their true conclusions. 1868 E. 
Eowarops Nalergh J. xxvi. 655 The falsification of date, 

2. The showing (something) to be groundless. 

1885 Manch. Exam. 12 Dec. 5/2 The complete falsifica- 
tion of these confident assurances, : 

b. Equity. ‘ The showing an item of charge in an 
account to be wrong ’ (Webster 1864, citing Story). 

1845 J. W. Smitu Alan. Equity 163 The proving an item 
to be wrongly inserted is a falsification. 

Falsificator (fo:lsifike''tor). [agent-n. f. late 
L. falsificayve to FALSIFY.] One who deals in falsi- 
fication; a falsifier, 

1609 ‘IT. Morton Answ. Higgons To Rdr. 1 Lest thou 
shouldest stumble vpon me, as vpon a Falsificator. 1638 
Featty Transubst, 203 You must say you tooke up your 
quotations upon trust, or els confesse you are a falsificator. 
1883 S¢. Yames’s Gaz. 8 Noy., The audacious falsificators 
print with old-fashioned type upon hand-made paper. 

Falsifier ({9:lsifoiar, fo-lsifaior). [f. Fausry v. 
+ -ER!.] One who falsifes. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 679/2 Lyars and false- 
fiers of scripture. 1675 Baxter Cath. Theol. u. 1. 283 Dare 
you deny that these were my words? If you do you area 
falsifier, 1682 Sir I. Browne Chr. Mor. 54 Diogenes .. in 
his younger days was a falsifier of money. 1724 A, CoLiins 
Gr. Chr. Relig. 144 It is unjust to accuse the Evangelists 
and Apostles with being falsifyers. 1878 VV. Asner. Rev. 
CXXVIL 131 A wilful falsifier of history. 

+ Falsify, sd. Fencing. Obs. [f. next vb. (sense 
7).] The action of ‘ falsifying’ a blow; a feint. 


1621 Quartes Argalus § P. (1678) 116 Amphialus .. let 
flie A down-right blow; but with a falsifie Reverst the 


stroke. 1635 Suirtey Coronat. 1. i, A falsify may spoil his 
cringe, Or making of a leg. 








51 


Falsify (fo-lsifoi, fo'lsifai), v. Also 5-7 fal- 
sifie, 6 falcefy, falsefye, -ifye. [ad. Fr. falstfier, 
ad. late L. falstficdre, f. L. falsific-us making false, 
f. falsus FALSE: see -FY.] 

1. ¢rans. To make false or incorrect. a. To 
alter fraudulently; to introduce false matter into 
or give an incorrect version of (a document, etc.). 

1s0z Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1v. viii. 188 To 
falsefye the lettres of the pope. eal R. Tuorne in Hakluyt 
Voy. (1589) 256 Those they haue falsefied of late purposely. 
1651 Hosses Leviath. 1. xxxiii. 204 They did not there- 
fore falsifie the Scriptures. 1741 tr. D’Argens’ Chinese Lett. 
v. 28 Funeral Orations had contributed very much to falsify 
History. 1831 Brewster Vevw/for (1855) Il. xx. 237 He 
. falsified the document by the substitution of a paragraph. 
a 1832 Mackintosu Wise §& Fall Struensee Wks. 1846 II. 
396 Accused..of having falsified the public accounts. 


b. To give a false account of ; to misrepresent. 

1630 Prynne Anti-Armin, 118 Which falsifies the eternal 
truth. @ 1641 Br. MounraGu Acts § Mon. (1642) 152 Aemy- 
lius Probus mistook, or falsifies Thucydides. 1711 STEELE 
Spect, No. 252 #1 Good-breeding has made the Tongue 
falsify the Heart. 1847 Emerson Refr. Men, Napoleon 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 379 He sat..in his lonely island, coldly 
falsifying facts and dates, 

absol. 1779 JoHNSON 10 Oct. in Boswell, Lord Bathurst 
did not intentionally falsify. 1824 Dispin Libr. Conip. 510 
Not that Johnson designedly falsified. 1868 Brownine Ring 
§ Bk. 1. 217, I falsified and fabricated. 

+e. To assert falsely. Ods. 

1606 G. W[oopcocke] tr. /ustin 24 b, How they might take 
away his life, either by treason to be falsified against him, 
or [etc.]. 

+d. To adulterate. 
tupt, vitiate. Ods. ’ 

1362 Act 5 Eliz. c. 11 § 1 Divers... Persons .. diminish, 
impair and falsify the Monies and Coins current within this 
Realm, 1634 W. Tirwuyt tr. Badzac’s Lett. 385 Those who 
.-falsifie Merchandizes. 1656 BenIsrarv Vind. Fudvorune 
in Phenix (1708) I. 42 Verdigrease. .all falsify’d with earth. 
1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ Surg. ut. vi. 233 By diseases the joint 
water or radical humor is falsified. 

e. To make (a balance or standard) untrue. 

1611 Bisie Ayos viii. 5 Falsifying the balances by deceit. 
21848 R. W. Hamirton Rew. § Punishie. viii, (1853) 404 
We are not compelled to falsify our standards, 

f. To alter or pervert from correct rule. 

1589 Putrennam Ang. Poesie u. (Arb.) 94 There can not 
be..a fowler fault, then to falsifie his accent to serue his 
cadence. 1841 D'Israrci Amen, Lit. (1867) 475 He [Spenser] 
falsified accentuation, to adapt it to his metre. 

g. To make unsound. 

1868 M. Parrison Academ. Org. 6 An unhappy spirit .. 
falsified the relation between the parties. 

4] h. Used by Dryden in avowed imitation of It. 
Jalsare: (see quot.). 

1697 Drypen Virg. inetd 1x, 1093 His ample shield Is 
falsify’d, and round with jav'lins filld. ézd., xo¢e, I use the 
word falsify in this place to mean that the shield of Turnus 
was not of proof against the spears and javelins of the Trojans. 

+2. a. To produce a counterfeit of ; to counterfeit. 
b. To get up in imitation of something else. Ods. 

a. 1601 Hottanp Pliny IL. 613 After that crystall was 
once found out, they deuised to sophisticat and falsifie 
other gems therewith. 1699 M. Lister Journ. Paris 124 
‘They stampt and falsified the best ancient Medals so well. 

b. 1589 Purrennam Exg. Poesie ut. xxv. (Arb.) 310 The 
Lapidarie [counterfeits] pearles and pretious stones by glasse 
and other substances falsified, and sophisticate by arte. 

3. To declare or prove to be false. 

c1449 Prcock Rep. 1. x. 50 To falsifie this present xiij? 
conclusioun, 1570-6 LamMBARDE Peramb. Kent (1826) 22 
He shall have cause neither to falsifie the one opinion lightly 
nor [etc.]. 1805 T. Jerrerson IVyit. (1830) IV. 42 No man 
can falsify any material fact here stated. 1849 Srover Canne’s 
Necess. Introd. 9 Relinquishing all claim to respect by falsi- 
fying their own affirmations. 1876 Mozrey Univ. Seri. i. 
(1877) 23 The rights of conscience belong so much to the 
morality of society now, that they must falsify any moral 
creed opposed to them. 

b. esp. in Law (see quots.). Zo falsify a 
aoont (Sc.): = to false a doont; see FALSE 2. 5. 

1574 tr. Lit¢tleton’s Tenures 33a, It shall not lye in the 
mouthe of the tenaunte to falsifye or defete the recoverie 
which was againste his Lord. 1628 Coke Ov Litt. 104 b, 
To falsifie in legall understanding is to prove false, that is, 
to avoid or..to defeat. 1642 tr. Perkins’s Prof. BR. v. § 382. 
165 His wife shall falsifie this recovery in a writ of dower. 
1817 W.Setwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed, 4) 11.945 The sentence 
was conclusive evidence to falsify the warranty. 1854 J. W. 
Smitu Alan. Equity 210 Vogive liberty to. . falsify the account. 


ec. To fail in fulfilling, or prevent the fulfilment 


of (a prediction, expectation, etc.). 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hex. (V1. ii. 235 By so much shall I falsifie 
mens hopes. a@171g Avpison Avid. Christ. vill. (1730) 66 
Jews and Pagans united all their endeavours. .to baffle and 
falsify the prediction. 1852 W. Cotiins Raznbles beyond 
Railw. vii. (1852) 124 The prognostications of our Cornish 
friends were pleasantly falsified. 1884 L’Jool Daily Post 
10 July 5 To consider. .whether we are contented to falsify 
his high regard for us. : 

+4. intr. To make a false representation or state- 
ment; to deal in falsehoods. Ods. 

1629, tr. erodian (1635) 112 Iulian was contemned by the 
Souldiery, for falsifying with them. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep.1.ii. 6 His wisdome will hardly permit him to 
falsifie with the Almighty. 1702 Eng. Theophrast. 338 The 
practice of falsifying with men will lead us on insensibly 
to a double-dealing with God himself. 1748 Ricuarpson 
Clarissa (1811) IIL, xxxiii. 197 Would you either falsify or 
prevaricate? 1777 Suertwan Sch. Scand. 1. ti, To propagate 
a malicious truth wantonly is more despicable than to falsify 
from revenge. 


Also of disease: To cor- 





FALSITY. 


+5. trans. To prove false to, fail to kcep; to 
break, violate (one’s faith, word, ete.). Ods. 

1532 More Con/fut. Tindale Wks. 585/1, 0 shall .. finde 
Tindal himself so good a felow, as to falcefy his own wordes 
here & beare a poore man company. 1590 GREENE Never 
too Late (1600) 111 neas.. falsified his faith to Dido. 1670 
Mirton //ist. Eng. v. Wks. (1851) 204 Falsifying that Oath, 
by night with all the Horse they had .. stole to Exeter. 

+ 6. zztr. To prove faint; to fail, give way. Obs. 

1668 Perrys Diary 27 Aug., My heart beginning to falsify 
in this business. 

+7. Fencing. To feign (a blow); to make (a 
blow) under cover of a feint. Also adso/. Obs. 

1595 SAVIOLO Practice, Rapier & Dagger i, If you perceiue 
..that he go about to falsifie vpon you. . put your selfe in your 
ward. 1600 Fairrax Zasso vi. xlii. 102 Now strikes he out, 
and now he falsifieth. 1611 Beaum. & FL. Avng § No King 
1. i, Tigranes falsified a blow at your Leg, which you . 
avoided, 1625 K. Lone tr. Darclay’s Argenis 1. x. 94 One 
of them making offer at his necke with a Halbert, and 
falsifying his blowe, hit him under the short ribbe. @1680 
Butcer Rew. (1759) I. 219 As th’ are wont to falsify a Blow. 

Hence Falsified A//. a., Fa‘lsifying w/. sd. 
and pfé. a. 

1577 tr. Dullinger’s Decades (1592) 978 They do defile and 
blemish the wordes of God which deck them with strange 
and falsified titles. 1603 Knottes “ist. Turks (1638) 292 
Your falsified faith. 1648 Mitton ZVenure Kings (1650) 2 
With the falsifi'd name of Loyalty, to colour over base 
compliances. 1886 Pal Mall G. 1 July 6/1 The falsified 
prediction is a good omen. 

1565 JeweL Def. Afol. u. 178 Lies, Corruptions, and 
Falsifieinges. 1601 R. Jonnson Aigd. § Comm. (1603) 
78 Cloth, which by reason of exceeding falsifying and deer- 
nesse of ours, groweth every day into more and more re- 
quest, 1652 UrqunaArt Jewel Wks. (1834) 222 He shewed 
such excellent dexterity in warding the other’s blows, slight- 
ing his falsifyings. 1680 Boyt Produc. Chem. Princ. Pref. 
14 Purifying it.. from the falsifying alloy. ax17oo B. E. 
Dict. Cant. Crew, Feinting or Falsifying. ; 

+ Falsiloquence. Ods. rare. [f. L. falstlo- 
qu-us (f. falsus false + logut to speak) + -ENCE.] 
False speaking ; deceitful speech. 

1710 E. Warp Vig. Brit. xt. 121 Adorn’d instead of Sense 
With Trappings of Falsiloquence. 1736 in Bartry. 

“Vy Fa'lsimony. Obs.—° [ad. L. falsimont-a, t 
Jalsus FALsE.] ‘ Falsity, falseness’ (Bailey 1736). 

Fa‘lsish a. rare. [f. Fause a. +-18H.] Some- 
what false. 

1873 Browninc Red Cott. Nt.-cap 1497 There exists A 
falsish false, for truth’s inside the same, ‘Truth that’s only 
half true, falsish truth. 

Falsism ({9'lsiz’m, fo'lsiz’m). 
-18M. ] 

1. a. ‘An assertion or statement, the falsity of 
which is plainly apparent’ (W.). b. A platitude 
that has not even the merit of being true. 

The word owes its meaning to the antithesis with rads 5 
hence the two-fold application. 

1840 Mitt Diss. § Disc. (1859) I. 209 Books like Mr, Col- 
ton’s ‘Lacon’—centos of trite truisms and trite falsisms 
pinched into epigrams. 1847 Lewes /7ist¢. Philos, (1853) 160 
If so, it is a truism, if not, a falsism. 1855 — Goethe II. v1. 
vii. 313 The ideas are no longer novel ; they appear truisms 
or perhaps falsisms. _ y y 

2. nonce-use. Falsity of representation, conceived 
as erected into a systematic principle of art. 

1883 M. Bunp Life Geo. Eliot 68 Realism is thus the basis 
of all Art, and its antithesis is not Idealism but Falsism. 

Falsity (fo'lsiti, fo:lsiti). Forms: 4 falste, 
falsite, 5 -etee, 6-7 -itie, (7 fauxitie), 6— falsity. 
[a. OF. falseté (mod.F. fausseté), ad. L. falsztas, 
f. falsus FALSE: see -ITY.] 

1. The quality or condition of being false. a. 
Contrariety or want of conformity to truth or fact. 


Also an instance of this. 

1579 Furr Confut. Sanders 577 Between veritie & falsitie 
there is no meane. 1658-60 Stantey //ist. Philos. (1701) 
27/2 He [Solon] absolutely forbad him to teach or act 
Tragedies considering their falsity unprofitable. 1767 
Wirkes Corr. (1805) III. 89 His lordship had not said a 
word to prove the falsity of any one sentence. 1879 GLAp- 
stone Glean. I. i. 3 He .. denounced the falsity of the 
doctrine which was inculcated there. ; 

b. Untruthfulness, deceitfulness, insincerity. 

1603 I. C.in Shaks. C. Praise 57 Cressids falsitie. 1665 M n- 
Ley Grotius’ Low C, Warres 943 Accusations of ingratitude 
and falsity. 1879 Farrar St. Pazd (1883) 235 A Greece 
which had lost its genius and retained tts falsity. 

ce, Spurious or counterfeit character. 

1678 R. Barcray Afol. Quakers vy. § 16. 146 Socrates was 
informed by it. .of the Falsity of the Heathen’s Gods. 

2. Something that is false. a. An untrue pro- 
position, doctrine, or statement ; an error or false- 
hood. Also in generalized sense, that which is 


untrue ; false opinion or statement, error, falsehood. 
1587 WV. 7: (Genev.) Zfist. *iv, In lyes and falsitie ther is 
no suche consent and concorde, @ 1661 Futter Worthtes 
ut. 57 God forbid, that this Authors fauxities should make us 
undervalue this worthy King, 1776 Paine Com. Sense (1791) 
24 The most barefaced falsity ever imposed upon mankind. 
1833 Marryat P. Simple (1863) 428 A preamble, composed 
of every falsity that could be devised. 
b. A counterfeit, sham. 7ave. 
1780 Map. D'Arsiay Lett. 22 Jan., This, as Miss Waldron 
said of her hair, is all a falsity. 
+3. False or treacherous conduct; treachery, 


fraud. Obs. otal 
€ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 247 Dilexit Sir, Adam 
gilerie & falste, ¢1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode i. cxxvi. (1869) 
7-2 


[f. Fase a@.+ 


FALSTAFFIAN. 


123 Flaterye j am cleped bi my name .. eldere douhter to 
falsetee. 158x LamBarpe ive. 1v. Xxi. (1588) 625 Unlaw- 
full taking of money for doing his office, or of such other 
falsitie. 

Falstaffian (folste-fian), a. [See-1An.] Char- 
acteristic of or resembling Falstaff, a fat, humorous, 
jovial knight in Shaks. //ew. JV, Hen. V, and 
Merry Wives. Also, resembling the ‘ ragged regi- 
ment’ recruited by Falstaff (/7ev. 7V, 111. it). 

1808 R. K. Porter 7rav. Sk. Russ. §& Swed. (1813) I. i. 12 
Clothing is issued to them [the Danish soldiery] once in 
three years ; and. .you can easily imagine what a Falstaffian 
array they are in by the time their new wardrobe comes 
round, 1856 Ormstep Slave States 411 Wrapped up to a 
Falstaffian rotundity in flannels and furs. 1880 Harfer's 
Mag. ¥.X. 676 He unwillingly tramped into Santa Fe at the 
head of his Falstaffian band. 

+ Falsy, v. Ods.=FAtse v. 44. 

1626 L. OWEN Spec. Fesuit. (1629) 20 To equiuocate and 
falsie their oaths and faiths. 

Falt, obs. form of Fautr. 

Falter, var. of FAuLTER, Ods., defaulter. 

Falter (f6:lto1, fo'lte1), v.t Forms: 5 faltir, 6 
(in Fisher flalter, floghter), folter, 6-9 faulter, 
(7 foulter), 7 felter, 4- falter. [Of obscure 
etymology. 

The current view, which connects the word with /az/t, is 
untenable, on the ground that _/ad¢er has always been written 
with the Z7, and is so pronounced in the dialects in which it 
occurs, whereas in_ /av/¢ the Z is an etymologizing insertion, 
which rarely occurs in spelling before 16th c., and was not 
pronounced, even by educated speakers, till much fater. 
(But it is not unlikely that association with faxd¢ may have 
coloured the recent use of the word.) It seems possible that 
sense 1, ‘to stumble’, may have been developed from the 
sense ‘to be entangled’ (FALTER v.”), On the other hand it 
is noteworthy that ME. falde-n, Foun v. is used of the limbs 
and the tongue in the sense ‘to give way, fail, falter’; perh. 
Jalter may be a frequentative of fadd-en, formed irregularly 
through the influence of approximately synonymous vbs. 
like dalter, totter, welter.| 

1. Of a person or his steps; also of a horse: 
To stumble, stagger; to walk with an unsteady 
gait. 

€ 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 430 Nawper faltered ne fel be freke 

. Bot styply he start forth vpon styf schonkes. c 1485 
Dighy Myst. (1882) 11. 280 In feyntnes I falter. 1561 T. 
Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. vii. (1634) 159 Hee beginneth..to 
shake and folter. 1603 Knottes Hest. Turks (1621) 87 
Which [mare] now suddenly faultring under him. 1639 T. 
bE Gray Compl. Jlorsem. 30 If you doe perceive him to 
felter with any of his feet. 1781 Cowrer 77uth 537 Falter- 
ing, faint and slow. 1795 T. Jerrerson IVrit. (1859) IV. 110, 
Thave laid up my Rosinante in his stall, before his unfitness 
for the road shall expose him faultering to the world. 1821 

3yRron Sard. vy. 1, The dispirited troops. .had seen you fall, 
and falter’d back. 1878 A/asgue Poets 35 Thou guidest 
steps that falter on alone. 

b. Of the limbs: To give way, totter. 

¢ 1386 CHAucer Man of Law's T. 674 O messager, fulfild 
of dronkenesse, Strong is thy breth, thy lymes faltren ay. 
1447 Bokennam Seyntys (Roxb.) 179 Hys leggys to faltryn 
gunne sodeynly. 1531 Exyor Gov. 1. xvii, Where the water 
hath come to his [the horse’s] bely, his legges hath foltred. 
1672 WisEMAN JVouzds 1. ix. 120 He felt his legs faulter. 
1797 Mrs. Rapcuirre /talian i, (1826) 4 In descending the 
last steps. .the foot of the elder lady faltered. 

e. Of the tongue: To fail to articulate distinctly ; 


to speak unsteadily (see 2). 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. x\viii. (1539) 93 a, 
His tonge faultred, and his handes shoke. a@1535 Fisuer 
Wks. (1876) 1. 356 Thy tongue flaltereth in thy mouth. 1671 
R. Bonun Disc. Wind 148 Wee find the tongue more apt 
to falter. 

2. To stumble in one’s speech ; to speak hesi- 
tatingly or incoherently; to stammer, Of the 
voice, speech, etc.: To come forth incoherently. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 148 Faltryn yn be tunge, cespito, vel 
lingua cespitare, 1530 Parscr. 544/1, I falter in my speak- 
yng, as one dothe that is dronken. Ye dadoye. 1865 GoLp- 
ING Ovid's Met, ut. (1593) 63 She foltred in the mouth as 
often as she spake. 1602 Marston Antonio's Rev. ww. iii. 
Wks. 1856 I. 124 Her speach falters. 1672 Marvert Reh. 
Transp. t. 114 He... faulters in this discourse. 1768 H. 
Watrote //ist. Doubts 92 He did not faulter, nor could be 
detected in his tale? 1791 Mrs. Rancurre Rom. Forest 
vi, The words of welcome faltered on his lips. 1804 J. 
GranaMe Sabbath 687 His voice soon faltering stops. 1821 
Mrs. Hemans Dartmoor 288 When holy strains. .falter on 
its tongue. 1859 TENNYSON Guinevere 301 Even in the 
middle of his song He falter’d. 

b. ¢rans.; with quoted words as obj. 

1842 Tennyson Gardener's D. 230 She .. made me most 
happy, faltering, ‘I am thine’, 1884 Por Zustace 6g‘ Why 
would you have Ralph discharged?’ she faltered. 

ce. To falter forth or out: to utter hesitatingly or 
with difficulty; to stammer forth, Also (foet.), To 
breathe out (the soul) by gasps. 

1762 Gentl. Mag. 73, 1 faultered out my acknowledge- 
ments, 1813 Byron Corsair 1. i, While gasp by gasp he 
falters forth his soul. 1855 Macauray /Y7ist. Eng. 1V. 532 
She .. faltered out her commands that he would sit down. 
1868 Mirman St. Pazl’s 305 ‘The Dean faltered out that he 
meant no harm, 

3. To waver, lose steadfastness ; to flinch, hesitate 
in action from lack of courage or resolution. Also 
of courage, hopes, resolve : To give way, flag. 

1521 Fisner IAs, (1876) 1. 313 That we floghter not in the 
catholike doctryne. a1g68 Ascuam Scholem. (Arb.) 128 The 
hier they flie, the sooner they falter and faill. a 1677 Bar- 
row Serm. Wks. 1716 I, rx All other principles .. walt soon 
be shaken and faulter, 1697 Dampier Voy. (1729) I. 2 Ifany 
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Man faultred in the Journey over Land he must expect to 
be shot to death. 1752 Hume Zss. & Vreat. (1777) I. 452 
Tt made them faulter and hesitate. 1802 Mar. EpGeworTtH 
Moral T. 1. xii, His hopes..began to falter. 1818 JAs. 
Mut Brit. /ndia 11. 1. v. 168 A part of the army faultered 
considerably. 1859 Tennyson Zéd 1361 Nor let her true 
hand falter, nor blue eye Moisten, till she had lighted on 
his wound. a 1864 I. Taytor (W.), Here. .the power of dis- 
tinct conception of space and distance falters, 1872 Miss 
Bravpon 70 Bitter End 1. xvii. 291 The girl’s spirits did 
not falter. 1874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 4. 77 The citizens 
- faltered as William..gave Southwark to the flames. 
+b. To fail in strength, collapse. Ods. 

1799 Med. F¥rui. 1. 18 Until the patient in a close room 
faulters and sinks. [1886 Erworrny I. Somerset Gloss., 
Faltery, to show signs of old age; to break up in con- 
stitution. ] 

ec. ¢ransf. Of inanimate things: To move as if 
irresolutely or hesitatingly; to tremble, quiver. 
Also of a breeze: To flag. 

The later examples are all from U.S. writers; to an Eng- 
lish reader the use in the quot. from Irving sounds incorrect, 
that in the two others justifiable though unusual. 

1745 P. Tuomas ¥rul. Anson's Voy. 152 Trade Wind 
blows .. within 60 or 70 Leagues of the Mexican Shore, 
where they say it sometimes falters, but oftner reaches to 
within 30 Leagues. 1810 [see FALTERING JZ, a.]. 1832 W. 
Irvine Alhambra 11.240 He. . began to nod, and his staff to 
falter in hishand. 1848 Loweiu /adian Summer Reverie i, 
When falling leaves falter through motionless air. 1874 Mor- 
LeY Barneveld V1. xvii. 227 The ancient Rhine as it falters 
languidly to the sea. 

d. dial. Of a crop: To fail. 

1863 Dorset Gloss. s.v., ‘1 be a-feiird the teaties will falter.’ 

Hence Fa‘ltered /f/. a., Faltering vd/. sd. 

1706 Eart BeLuaven SP. i Sc. Parlt. 5 Are our Eyes so 
Blinded? Are our Ears so Deafned? Are our ‘Tongues so 
Faltered? @1800 T. Bettamy Beggar Boy (1801) III. 42 
In a voice, faltered by surprize. .he eagerly demanded their 
business. 1614 Marxuam Cheap Hush. (1623) 65 The signes 
are a foltering in his fore legges, 1621 Lapy M. Wrorn 
Urania 172 Some thing made those faultrings in my talke. 
1722 SEWEL //ist. Quakers (1795) I. wv. 290 He .. hath long 
watched for my faultering. 1823 Lams £déa Ser. 1. x1. 
(1865) 89 He has no falterings of self-suspicion. 1871 
Standard 23 Jan., There were occasional natural falterings. 

+ Falter, v.2 Ods. rare. [perh. var. of FELTER 
v., to be felted, matted, f. OF. feltre, faultre felt. 
But cf. Olcel. faltra-sk ‘to be cumbered, fa/tra-sk 
vid e-t. to be puzzled about a thing’ (Vigf.).] 
intr. To become entangled, catch. 

c34s0 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6038 Pe whele faltird in his 
clathes Pat ware lange and syde. 

Falter (fo'lta1), v.3 Also 7 faulter, foulter, 
9 dal. faughter, fauther. [? a. OF. */altrer (re- 
corded form fautrer) to strike, beat.] ¢ravzs. To 
thrash (corn) a second time in order to cleanse it and 
get rid of the awn or beard, etc.; hence, to cleanse. 

1601 Hottanp Pliny xvi. x, They haue much ado.. to 
thresh it cleane and falter it from the huls and eiles. 1649 
Burne Lng. Lriprov. Iimpr. (1652) 182 Then foulter and 
beat the husk again. 1681 Houcuton Lett. Husbandry 64 
In choosing Barly..the Malster looks that it be .. clean 
faltered from haines. 1788 in Marsuaty £. Vorksh. Gloss. 
1876 in Ropinson WAztby Gloss. 

Hence Fa'ltering v0/. sb. (in Cond.) 

1847-78 Hatuwett, Maltering-irons. 1869 Peacock 
Lonsdale Gloss., Faughtering-iron, an iron used to knock 
off the beards of barley when thrashed. 

Falter (f6'lto1, fo'ltar), sd. [f. Fanrer v1] A 
faltering or quayering, unsteadiness. 

1834 C’ress Mortey Dacre I. xi, 233 With a slight falter 
in her voice. 1880 Mrs. Forrester Roy & V. I. 74 She 
fancied she heard a falter in Viola's tones. 

b. A faltering or quavering sound. 

¢ 1842 Lowett Rhacus Poems (1844) 121 Far away..The 
falter of an idle shepherd’s pipe. 

Falter, var. of FELTER. 

Faltering (fO'lterin, fol'terin), ppl. a. [fF 
FALTER v.! + -ING 2.] 

1. That falters; in senses of the vb: a. of a 
person, the limbs, etc. 

1549 CoverDALE Evasm. Par. Heb. xii. 12 Your weake and 
foltryng knees. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. 1x. 846 Oft his [Adam's] 
heart.. Misgave him ; hee the faultring measure felt. 1744 
AKENSIDE Pleas. Imag. 1. 210 With faultering feet. 1820 
Keats St. Agnes xxii, Her faltering hand upon the balus- 
trade. 31884 J. Cotnorne Hicks Pasha 178 Vhe poor fellow 
then staggered on with faltering step. 

b. of the voice, tongue, accent. 
son speaking, a breeze. 

1590 SreNseR /*. Q. ut. xi. 12 Swelling throbs empeach 
His foltering tongue. 1642 Mitton Aol. Smect. (1851) 253 
Speaking deeds against faltering words. 1741 MippLeton 
Cicero 1. ty. 318 In broken, faultering accents. 1773 GotpsM. 
Stoops to Cong. v, The faultering gentleman, with looks on 
the ground. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. u. xiv, My dull ears 
Catch no faltering breeze. 1878 Masgue Poets 80 ‘The 
small sweet voices of the night Begin in faltering music to 
awake. 

2. quasi-adv. =F ALTERINGLY. 

a1741 Cuack ey MWks, (1749) 191 He spoke very low and 
faultering. — 

Falteringly, adv. [f. prec.+-Ly?.] In a 
faltering manner, hesitatingly. 

1611 Cortcr., Brutivement, brutishly, rudely. .also faulter- 
ingly. 1768 Woman of Honor U1. 222 He had. -faulteringly 
acquainted me, that the keys of his closet.. were under his 
bed's-head. 1797 Mrs. Rapcurre /talian xxvi, ‘May not 
a witness summon persons before the tribunal ..’ continued 
Vivaldi, falteringly. 1852 Hawrnorne Blithedale Rom, ix. 
(1885) 87 She ran falteringly. 


Also of a per- 





FAMBLER. 


Faltour, var. of FAuttER, Ods., defaulter. 

Falu, obs. f. of Faniow. 

Falucea, Faluke, obs. ff. of Frnucca. 

|| Falun (falon). Geol. Usually in f/ [F.] 
(See quot. 1865.) 

1833 Lyevt Princ. Geol. 111. 203 The faduns and associated 
strata are of slight thickness, 1865 Pacr Geol. Terms (ed. 2), 
Falunts, a French provincial term for the shelly Tertiary... 
strata of Touraine and the Loire. 

Falunian (faliznian), a. Geol. [f. prec. + 
-IAN.] The distinctive epithet of the group of 
strata represented by the faluns ; upper Miocene. 

1851 Ricuarpson Geol. (1855) 321 The falunian, sub- 
apennine, and diluvial stages of both continents, 1863 
Lyeve Antig. Man xxii. 430 The mollusca of the Falunian 
or Upper Miocene strata of Europe, 

|| Falx (felks). Anat. Pl. falees. [L. falx 
scythe or sickle.] A process of the dura mater, 
sometimes called falx cerebri. Lalx cerebellé (see 
quot. 1860). 

1706 Putts (ed. Kersey), “aZx..one of the Processes. . 

of the... Dura Mater. 1741 A. Monro Anat. Bones (ed. 3) 
83 In it a little Process of the Fax is lodged. 1800 Phi? 
Trans. XC. 435 There is a bony falx of some breadth. 1855 
Hotven vanan Osteol. (1878) 119 The ‘crista galli’, which 
gives attachment to the falx cerebri. 1860 Mayne Exfos. 
Lex., Lalx Cerebelli .. term for a triangular portion of the 
dura mater..separating the two lobes of the cerebellum. 
1874 Jones & Sirv. Pathol. Anat. 231 The falx is occasion- 
ally found cribrated. 

Falx, var. of Faunx, Ods. 

Falye, Sc. falze, obs. f. of Far. 

Fam (feem), 5d. slang. [short for FAMBLE 5d.] 
== FAMBLE in various senses. Also in Comb. as 
fam-grasp v., zzt7. and ¢rans., to shake hands, 
make up a difference (with) ; fam-snatcher. 

1692-1732 Cots, Mam grasp, agree with. ax1zoo B. E. 
Dict. Cant. Crew, Famgrasp, to agree. 1789 G. PARKER 
Life's Painter 180 Fam, a gold ring. 1812 J. H. Vaux 
Flash Dict., Fam, the hand. 1819 Moore Yom Crid’'s 
Mem. 28 Delicate fams which have merely Been handling 
the sceptre. 1828 P. can Finish to Life in London xiv. 
(1871) 309 To Jerry Hawthorn, Esq., I resign my fam- 
snatchers—i. e. my gloves. 

Fam (fem), v. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vazs. To feel or 
handle. 1812 in J. H. Vaux Flash Dict. 

Faman, obs. f. of Forman. 

Famatinite (fametinoit). A/éz. [Named by 
Stelzner 1873 from the /amatiéza mountains in 
the Argentine Republic: see -1rx.] An antimonial 
variety of enargite. 

1875 Dana Min. App. ii. 20 Famatinite, Stelzner. 
Warts Dict. Chen. VILL. 3rd Suppl. 1. 733. 

+Fama‘tion. Obs. [? Aphetic f. DeFamation, 
DirraMation; but cf. FAME v.! 4.] Defamation. 

c3325 £. EL. Aliit. P. B. 188 Fals famacions & fayned 
lawez. ¢ 1325 Rembrun xxiii, Ich wile pat Y ben hanged & 
drawe Boute Y defende me wib be lawe Of bis famacioun. 

Famble (feemb’l), sd. sang. [perh. f. FAMBLE 
v. in its (probable) original sense ‘to grope, 
fumble ’.] 

I. A hand. 

1567 Harman Caveat 87 He tooke his Iockamt in his 
famble. 1622 Fretcuer Beggar's Bush u.i, Last we clap 
our fambles. 1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. 19 White thy 
fambles. 1815 Scorr Guy MM. xxviil, If I had not helped 
you with these very fambles (holding up her hands). 

+2. A ring. Ods. 

1688 SHADWELL Sg”. Alsatia 1, Look on my finger. . here’s 
a Famble. 1691 Lond. Gaz. No. 2715/4 A small Famble, ~ 
made up of two little Diamonds, and 4 or 5 Rubies. 

+3. =FAMBLER b. Obs. 

1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. 192 The thirteenth a Fam- 
ble, false Rings for to sell. 

+Famble, v. Ovs. Also 4 famelen. [Of 
obscure origin ; the word may originally have had 
the sense ‘to grope, FumBLE’; cf. Sw. fama, Da. 
Jamie to grope, metathetic form of ON. falma 
(Icel. fala), cogn. with OE. folm hand.] 

1. intr. To speak imperfectly ; to stammer, stutter. 

14.. in Pol. Rel. & L. Poems (1866) 224 His tonge shal 
stameren, oper famelen. 1611 Cotcr., Beguayer, to famble, 
fumble, maffle in the mouth, 1706 Puitxirs (ed. Kersey), 
famble, to Faulter or Stammer in Speech, 1721-1800 in 
Barrey. 1886 S.W. Linc. Gloss., He fambles so in his talk. 

2. (See quot.) 

1877 Peacock V.W. Linc. Gloss., Fambling, eating with- 
out an appetite. 

Hence Fa'mbling v4/. sd., Fa‘mbling p//. a. 

1611 Corer., Begayement, afambling or maffling in the 
mouth. Jéid., Begué .. fambling, fumbling, maffling in the 
mouth. @1693 Urqunart Rabelais ut. xxvi. 216. 

+ Fa‘mble-chea:t. s/ang. Os. Also fam- 
bling cheat. (See quots.) 

1567 Harman Caveat 82 A fambling chete, a rynge on 
thy hand. 1610 Rowranps Martin Mark-all Eij b, 
Fambling cheates, Rings. 1692-1732 Corrs, Famble 
Cheats, rings or gloves. Cant. 1721-1800 in BAILey. 

Fa'mble-cro:p. da/. [Cf. Fambur v. 2.] 

@ 1825 Forsy Voc. £. ie og Famble-crop, the first 
stomach in ruminating animals. 

+Fambler. Ods. [f. Fampin sb.+-r.] a. 
A glove. b. (see quot. 1725). 

1610 Rowtanps Martin Mark-all ¥.ijb, Famblers, a 
paire of Gloues. 1725 New Cant. Dict., Famblers .. 
Villains that go up and down selling counterfeit Rings, &c. 
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FAME, 


Fame (féim), 53.1 Also 3 fam, 6 fayme. [a. 
F. fame, ad. L. fama report, fame, = Gr. dnp 
(Dor. papa) f. root fa-, pa- (OAryan *bha-) in L. 
fart, Gr. pavat to speak.] 

1. That which people say or tell ; public report, 
common talk ; a particular instance of this, a re- 
port, rumour. Now vare. 

€1300 Cursor AT. 8750 (Gitt.) Of bis dome sua spredd be 
fam, pat all spac of bis king salamon. 1387 Trevisa 
Higden (Rolls) I. 7t Me schal trowe olde fame, bat is 
nou3t wibseide. 1388 Wycru 1 Sazz. ii. 24 It is not good 
fame which Y here. 1482 Afoxk of Evesham (Arb.) 47 Not 
verely certifide of so soroful a fame andhappe. 1513 More 
in Grafton Chron. I]. 758 As the fame runneth. a 1626 
Bacon Ess., Fame (Arb.) 580 Mucianus undid Vitellius by 
a Fame, that he scattered. 1679 Hatton Corr. (1878) 199, 
I heare this only from publicke fame. 1730-6 BAILEY (folio) 
s.v., Common Fame’s seldom to blame. 1747 FRANKLIN 
Ess. Wks, 1840 III. 20 The very fame of our strength .. 
would be a means of discouraging our enemies. 1818 Jas. 
Mice Brit. India II. vt. 1. 38 note, The King, whose zeal 
for Mr. Hastings was the object of common fame. 1855 
Macautay Hist. Eng. ILI. 163 At the fame of his approach, 
the colonists. .retreated northward. 

b. (quasi-) personified. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 350 Fame with her swifte winges 
Aboute fligh and bare tidinges. a@1547 SurrEY veid w. 
(1557) Ej/2 A mischefe Fame..That mouing growes, and 
flitting gathers force. 1548 Hatt Chvox. 11 These monas- 
ticall persones .. toke on them to..regester in the boke of 
fame, noble actes. 1703 MAUNDRELL Your. Jerus. (1721) 137 
On each side of the Eagle is describ’d a Fame likewise upon 
the Wing. 1828 Scotr /. AZ. Perth xvi, I would thou 
couldst clear him of other charges, with which fame hath 
loaded him. 


te. Without fame: ? =‘ without fable’, cer- 
tainly. Ods. 

¢1430 Hymns Virg. 116 Alle things sche trowith without 
fame That goddis lawe techith truthe to be. c1450 Guy 
ake (C.) 108 Segwarde was .. A trewe man, wythowten 
ame. 

2. The character attributed to a person or thing 
by report or generally entertained; reputation. 
Usually in good sense. 

a3225 Aucr., R. 222 Heo schal .. benchen pe lesse of God 
and leosen hire fame. 1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 367 Per nas 
prince in be al worlde of so noble fame. 1375 BARsour 
Bruce 1x. 574 A knycht..Curtass [and] fair and of gude 
fame. 1387 Trevisa igdex (Rolls) VI. 281 His virtues 
passed his fame. 1456 Pol. Poems (Rolls) 11. 183 Allas! 
why dede wee these offence, Ffully to shende the olde Eng- 
lisshe fames. 1548 Haut Chron. 169 This is the most spot 
that was.. ever moste to be caste in the Dukes fame. 1662 
Perry 7aves 58 Such whose fames are yet entire. 1708 J. 
CuamBertayne St. Gt, Brit. 1. u. ili. (1743) 366 They ought 
to .. enquire into her former and present fame. 1800-24 
Campsety Poems, Adelgitha i, A valiant champion .. slew 
the slanderer of her fame. 1848 M. Arnoip Bacchanalia 
Poems 1877 If. 136 Many spent fames and fallen nights. 

b. House of ill fame: see House. 

3. The condition of being much talked about. 
Chiefly in good sense: Reputation derived from 
great achievements ; celebrity, honour, renown. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 27/26 On of heom: Pat was of grete 
fame. @1340 Hamrote Psalter viii. 1 Pe coy and be fame 
of biname ihesu. c¢ 1450 Sz. Cuthbert (Surtees) 19 A man of 
mykil fame. 1553 Epen Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 5 The 
fame of Achilles. 1634 Massincer Very Woman v. iv, Tho’ 
the desire of fame be the last weakness Wise men put off. 
171r Pore Temp. Fame 505 Fame... that second life in 
others’ breath. 1816 Byron Ch. Har. 1. exii, Fame is the 
thirst of youth, 1848 Macauray Hist. Eng. 1. 295 Bands 
which had long sustained. .the fame of English valour. 

+b. With adj. in pejorative sense. Ods. rare. 

@ 1300 Cursor AM. 2476 (Cott.) pe land of sodome. .was in an 
iuel fame. 1651 Life Father Sarpi (1676) 42 This Father 
himself. . was also in a sinister fame. 

+c. concr. One who constitutes the fame of a 
place; its ‘glory’. Obs. rare. 

c1590 Martowr Maust. Wks, (Rtldg.) 122/2 The learned 
Faustus, fame of Wittenberg. 


+4. Evil repute, infamy. Ods. 

c1325 Poent Times Edw. [1,111 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
328 Thise gode men fallen oft in fame, ¢1375 Cato Mayor 
u. xxiii, in Amglia VII, Pei ben two wikked vices 
And bringe men ofte in fame. c 1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 3413 

* The fame that on me hys broght. 1592 DaniELL Compl. 
Rosamond (1717) 37 Fame finds never Tomb t'inclose 
it in. 

5. Comb.: a. objective, as fame-catcher, -secker, 
-spreader sbs.; fame-achieving, -giving, -thirsting, 
-thirsty, -worthy adjs.; b. instrumental, as /ame- 
blazed, -crowned, -ennobled, -sung adjs. 

1601 Cuester Love's Mart. cx. (1878) 71 *Fame-atchieving 
Arthur. ¢ 1611 Cuarman /liad xvi. 57 Take thou my *fame- 
blaz’d arms. 1682 Hickertncitt Black Non-Conformist 
Wks. (1716) II. 3 Let *Fame-catchers mind their stops. 1811 
Mariana Starke Beauties C. M, Maggi 36 Dear, classic 
soil, whence *fame-crown’d Tasso sprang. 1777 Porrer 
Aschylus’ Furies (1779) U1. 294 To grace their *fame- 
ennobled arms with victory. 1756 CampripGe Fakeer 51 
In retirement he sigh’d for the *fame-giving chair. 1886 
W.GrAHAM Social Problem 20 Men, not self-seekers, nor 
*fame-seekers. 1552 Hutorr, *Fame spreader, fayziger. 
1649 G. Daniet 7rinarch., Hen. V, cexlviii, Let not that 
Day, *fame-sung, fill up the mouth of Honour. 1598 
Sytvester Du Bartas i. ii. u. Babylon 486 *Fame-thirsting 
wits that toyl..to trick their gracious stile. 1605 Play 
Stucley in Simpson Sch. Shaks. (1878) 219 Portingales 
*fame-thirsty king. 1610 Hearty St. dug. Citie of God 655 
Athens..was more famous then *fame-worthy. 1855 SINGLE- 
ton Vivgid 1. 146 Fame-worthy shepherd from Amphrysus. 
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+ Fame, 50.2 Ods. rare. In 6 fayme. fad. F. 
Saim:—-L. fam-em, fames hunger.| Want of food, 
hunger. 

@1533 Lv. Berners Hor cxlviii. 560, I haue bene in y® 
presone to bere meet to y®.. presoners, who cryeth out for 
fayme, 

Fame (fzim), v. Now rare. [a. OF. fame-r, f. 
Jame FAME sb. 3 cf. med.L. famare.] 

+1. trans. To tell or spread abroad, report. Ods. 

1303 R. Brunne andl, Synne 3654 3yf he bat cunseyl 
aie fame. 1483 Cath. Angl. 122 To Fame, famare. 
1555 Asp. Parker /s, xx, His prayse to fame. 1671 tr. 
Palafox’s Cong. China i.7 Itis famed, that they were both 
Generals in the Emperour of China’s Armies. 1681 W. 
Rosertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 575 It was famed and 
reported frequently to him. 

2. To report (a person or thing) as, for, ¢o be (so 
and so), also fo do (so and so). Chiefly in fasszve, 
to be currently reported or reputed. 

c1325 &. FE, Allit, P. B. 275 He watz famed for fre pat 
fe3t loued best. ¢ 2384 Cuaucer H. Fame 1.690 Ye wolde, 
Ben famed good, and nothyng nolde Deserue why. @ 1400-50 
Alexander 2387 Alexander is..famyd For ane of pe curtast 
kyng pat euir croune werid, 1550 Bate AfoZ. 68 b, Samuel 
shulde be famed abroad to haue bene promysed and borne 
by myracle. 1593 Suaxs. 3 Hen, VJ, 1. iv. 26 Your Grace 
hath still beenefam’d for vertuous. 1615 G. SANpys Trav. 175 
This is famed to be the houshold Monument of certaine of 
the Kings of Iuda. 1638 Forp Lady’s Triad 1. iii, One 
however maskt In colourable privacie, is fam’d The Lord 
Adurnse’s pensioner, at least. 1646 Buck Rich. ///, 1. 82 
That Richard..should fame king Edward the fourth a 
bastard. 1671 Mitton Sasson 1094 Thou art famed To 
have wrought..wonders with an ass’s jaw! 1820 Keats 
Ode to Nightingale viii, The fancy cannot cheat so well As 
she is fam’d to do. 188x Durriretp Dow Quix. ILL. xxiii. 
141 She was..not so beautiful as she was famed. 

3. To make famous: a. To spread abroad the 


fame of, render famous by talk ; to talk of. 

1388 Wyciir Matt, ix. 31 But thei.. diffameden [v. r. 
famyden] hym thorou al that lond. ¢ 1400 Cato's Morals 
42 in Cursor M, App. iv. 1669 Pat pou be nane of pese bat 
men famis in fable. 1606 SHaks. 77. §& Cr. U1, iil. 254 Be.. 
thy parts of nature Thrice fam’d beyond, beyond all eru- 
dition. 1616 B. Jonson Zfigr. 1. xliii, Her foes enough 
would fame thee in their hate. 1635 A. Srarrorp Fev. 
Glory (1869) 137 When we desire to fame some other maid. 
1814 Byron Corsazr 1, ii, His name on every shore Is famed 
and feared, 

+b. To render famous by some quality, deed, 
etc. Said also of the quality or deed. Ods. 

a1552 Letanp Collect. (1725) I. 1. 549 Syr Knight, ye be 
cum hither to fame your Helmet. 1592 GreENE Poems 31 
The. .cedars trees, Whose stately bulks do fame th’ Arabian 
groues. 1613 W. Browne Sit. Past. 11. iv, Of holy Ursula 
(that fam’d her age), c1665 Mrs. Hurcuinson Mew. Col, 
Hutchinson 3 In that magnanimity and virtue, which hath 
famed this island. 

To spread an ill report of (a person); to 
defame. [Perh. short for Deramn, Dirramu: but 
cf. FAME 56.1 4.] 

1393 Lanct. P. P72. C. 1v. 232 Pow hast famede me foule 
by-fore be kynge here. c1430 Syr 7ryam, 21 False and 
fekylle was that wyght, That lady for to fame. ?¢1475 Sgr. 
lowe Degre 392 Yf it may be founde in thee, That thou 
them fame for enmyte. 

+5. nonce-use. Zo fame it: to become famous. 

a 1625 Frercuer Hum. Lieutenant 1. ti, Do you call this 
fame? I have famed it; I have gotimmortal fame, but I'll 
no more on’t. 

+ Fame, v.2 Obs. rare. [f. L. fam-es hunger. 
Cf. OF. afamer.] trans. To famish, starve. Hence 
Fa'myt ff/. a. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunner Chron. (1810) 122 Steuen wille vs traueile, 
& famen vs to dede. a@x1400 Cov. Myst. (1841) 105 Thyn 
ffamyt folke with thi ffode to fede. 

Fame, obs. f. of Foam. 

Famed. (fei'md), #f7. a. [f. Famu v.t+-np 1] 

1. That is much talked about, known by report ; 


+ alleged by report ; rumoured. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bh. Mf. Aurel. xiii. (1553) 
Bv/r There haue been diuers sonnes of Rome .. famed 
throughout the worlde. 1701 Rowe Amd. Step-Moth. 11.1, 
The fam’d Vertue of our Ancestors. 1741 M1ppLETON 
Cisero LL, vit. 13x Complaining so heavily of .. the famed 
acts of his [Cicero's] Son in law. 

2. Celebrated, renowned, famous. 
exc. as predicate (const. for). 

1593 SHAKS. 3 Hex. VJ, u.i. 156 Were he as famous and 
as bold in Warre As he is fam’d for Mildnesse, Peace, and 
Prayer. 1676 D’Urrey Mad. Fickle 1. i, This Scull was.. 
brought thither by a fam'd Antiquary. 1710 STEELE 
Tatler No. 228 ® 2 A Man so famed for Astrological 
Observations. 1748 Wasuincton ¥rud. 18 Mar., We.. 
call’d to see y® fam’d Warm Springs. 1812 Byron Ch. 
Har. \. xvi, In famed Attica such lovely dales Are rarely 
seen. 1837 Hawtnorne Amer. Note-Bks. 8 July (1883) 52 
A corpulent, jolly fellow, famed for humour. 1881 W. 
AnLincHaM in AZacm. Mag, XLIV. 228 He grew Famedest 
monk of all the monastery. 

b. with prefixed adv. 

1796 Burke Regic. Peace iv. Wks. 1X. 30 The ever-famed 
‘last week of October’. 1828 Scotr /. AZ. Perth x, The 
descendant of the far-famed James of Douglas. 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. WX, ww. 89 He..Lies quiet and well famed. 

Fameful (fé-mful). [f Fanu sd.4+-Fub.] Full 
of fame, famous, renowned. 

1sgt SytvesteR Du Bartas 1, iii. 377 Whose foaming 
stream strives proudly to compare..with Fame-full’st Floods 
that are. @ 1606 J. Davies Bien Ven 140 Occasion such, As 
now rich Opportunity doth giue T6é make you Fame-full. 

Famelen, var. of FamBuy. Ods. 


Now arch. 


FAMILIAR. 


Fameless (féi'mlés), a. [f. as prec. +-LEss.] 
Without fame or renown; undistinguished. 

1598 Sy_vesteR Du Bartas u. Ded. to A. Bacon 6 My 
fame-lesse Name doom’d to oblivion. 1646 G. Danier 
Poems Wks. 1878 ¥. 47 When I, ynto the fameles Devia, 
now Vtter my song. 1796 SoutHEYy Yoan of Arc x. 304 Nor 
few, nor fameless,were the English Chiefs. 1848 Tait’s Mag. 
XV. 105 Earth’s unknown heroes. .sink to a fameless grave. 

Hence Fa'melessly adv. 

1847 in Craic. 

+ Fame'lic, a. Obs. [ad. L. fameélic-us hungry, 
f. fames hunger. Cf. F. famélique.] Pertaining to 
hunger ; in quots.: Exciting hunger, appetizing. 

1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair u1. i, It were a sin of obsti- 
nacy..to..resist the good titillation of the famelic sense, 
which is the smell, 1651-3 Jer. Taytor Sern. for Vear 
(1678) 112 ‘The famelick smells of Meat. 

+ Fame:lico'se, a. Ods. rare. [ad. L. faméti- 
cos-us, f. fames: see prec.] 

1730-6 Baixey (folio), Hasedlicose, often or very hungry. 
1775 in AsH. 

amelist, var. of FAMILIST. 

Famell, obs. f. FEMALE. 

Famen, Sc. var. of ForMEN. 

¢Famer. Obs, [f. Famu v.+-ER.] One who 
brands with infamy. 

1646 W. Suernearn (¢/¢/e), The Famers Famd. 

+ Fa'micide. Ods.-° [f. L. fam-a Fan sd. 
+ -c1p¥.] A destroyer of one’s reputation, slanderer. 

1656-81 in Brount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in Battery. 

+ Fami‘gerate, v. Ols.—° [f. ppl. stem of L. 
Samiger-are, f. fama FAME sb. + ger-cre to carry.] 
trans. To report abroad. Also + FPamigera ‘tion 
Obs. Fami'gerous a. Obs. 

1623-6 CockreraM, Vamigerate. 1692-1732 Cotes, Famii- 
geration, a divulging, reporting abroad. 1730-6 BaiLey 
(folio’, amigerous, carrying news, tales, &c. 

Familary, 2. = Faminiar. 

61450 Adce of Aristotill 6in Q. Eliz. Acad. 66 Be not to 
fers, to familary, but frendli of chere. 

Familiar (familias, -lya1), a. and sb. Forms: 
4-6 famuler(e, (4 -iar, 5 -ier, -yer), famil-, 
famyler, -iar(e, -ier(e, -yar(e, -yer, 5-6 fame- 
liar, -yar, 6-7 famillar, 4- familiar. [a. OF. 
Jamilier, fameler, famulier (mod.¥. familer), ad. 
L. familiar-is, £. familia: see FAMILY. ]} 

A. adj. 

1. a. Of or pertaining to one’s family or house- 
hold. (Now rare, and with mixture of other 
senses.) + Of an enemy: That is ‘ of one’s own 
household’: Z¢, and fg. + Of habits: Pertaining 
to one’s family life, private, domestic. 

¢ 1386. Cuaucer Jerch. T. 540 O famuler fo, that his ser- 
vice bedith! c1g400 Test. Love u. 343/1 Nothyng is werse. . 
than..afamyliar enemye. 1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 
1294/t The false treason of his familierenemy. 1548 Hatt 
Chron 205 Hither the familier enemies abidyng at home, 
or the extravagant fooes, lyngeryng beyonde the sea, 1568 
Grarton Chyou. II. 105 Commaunded. .neyther.. his awne 
familier houshold to doe him anye kinde of service. 1779-8: 
Jounson L. P., Priory Wks. III. 143 His private character 
and familiar practices. 1862 StanLtey Few, C/. (1877) I. ii. 
35 Abram was dwelling..in the midst. .of his familiar circle. 

+b. Of titles, heraldic bearings, etc.: Belong- 
ing to a family. Ods. 

1646 Buck Rich. I1/, u. 45 Yet neither of these foure 
legitimate children. .were permitted to the princely familiar 
Title of Lancaster. /ézd. 46 [The Heralds]. .assign’d him. . 
a shield of familiar Ensignes, the armes of France border’d 
with an Orle of Normandy or Guyen. f 

2. Of persons and their relations; On a family 
footing; extremely friendly, intimately associated, 
intimate. Const. + /2//, + 0, with. 

c1340 Hampote Prose T. (1866) 7 He apperyde till ane 
pat was famyliare till hym in hys lyfe. 1386 Cuaucer 
Prol, 215 Ful wel .. familiar was he With frankeleins over 
al in his countree. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 1508 
Herefride..was familier to cuthbert neest. 1450-1530 Myrr. 
our Ladye p. \viii, She was moch famylyer wyth Seint 
Birgette in hyrlyfe. c1585 R. Browne Ausw. Cartwright 
28 Priuate famillar felloshippe. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. 
St, v. xix. 438 Every one was..pleased ..because he might 
be so familiar with the Prince. 1751 Jounson Rambler No. 
160 P 6 Time and intercourse have made us familiar, 1831 
Arnotp Let, in Stanley Life § Corr. (1844) I. ii. 37 Be as 
familiar with them as you possibly can. 1847 J. Witson 
Chr. North (1857) Il. 9 A familiar and privileged guest. 

+b. Of knowledge : Intimate. Ods. 

1761 Hume Hist. Eng. Il, xxxvi. 285 She had attained a 
familiar knowledge of the Roman and Greek languages. 

e. In a bad sense. Unduly intimate. Const. 
+ 40, with. Now only with advbs. like 00, over. 
c14so tr. Th. & Kempis’ Imit. 1. viii, Be not familier to 
eny womman. 1494 FasyAn Chron. vi. ccx. 224 Emma.. 
was accused to be famulyer with the bysshop of Wynchester. 
1514 Barciay Cyt, §& Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 2 Aboute 
all London there was no propre prym But long tyme had 
ben famylyer with hym, 1605 CampeNn (ev, (1636) 279 A 
poore man found a Priest over familiar with his wife. 
d. Familiar angel: a guardian angel. /amiliar 
+ devil, spirit: a demon supposed to be in associa- 
tion with or under the power of a man, _ ; 

14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 146 Hir famylier 
aungel pet hadde hir in kepynge. 1460 CarGrave Chron. 
(1858) 25 That same familiar devel. 1565 Stow Chron. 107 b, 
A familiar spirit which hee had..in likenesse of a Catte. 
@164x Br. Mountacu Acts §& Mon. vil. § 143 (1642) 473 

| People, who .. had familiar spirits attending on them. 





FAMILIAR. 
a1707 Beverince Is, Il. (R.), They..called over them 
that had familiar spirits, in the name of our Lord Jesus. 


1876 Geo. Exvior Van. Der. 111. xxvii, No familiar spirit 
could have suggested to him more effective words. 

+e. ¢ransf. Of a plant: Adapted to relations 
with, Obs. rare. 

1721 R. Brapiey Wks. Nat. 38 Mistletoe .. can never be 
made familiar enough with the Earth to take Root, or 
grow in it. 

3. Of animals: Accustomed to the company of 
men; domesticated, tame, on a domestic footing 
with. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 263/2 He had one [hound] moche 
famylyer whiche boldly wold take brede for the borde. 
1598 SHaks. Alerry W.1. i. 21 It is a familiar beast to man. 
1600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 11. 213 Serpents so familiar 
with men, that at dinner-time they wil come like dogs and 
cats. 1721 R. Braptey IWhs, Nat. 71 This year..several 
.. [snakes] have been familiar about the House. 1784 
Cowrer Jask v. 423 Till the pampered pest Is made 
familiar. 1849 Sk. Nat. Hist., Mammalia I. 56 ‘The 
tapir is occasionally domesticated and becomes. .familiar. 

Jig. 1604 SHAKS. Oth. 1. iii. 313 Good wine, is a good 
farmillar Creature, if it be well ys'd. 


+ 4. Of food, etc. : Congenial, suitable. Ods. 

1620 VENNER Via Recta (1650) 907 Womans milk is best, 
because it is most familiar unto mans bodie. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 6x Poysons haue beene made by some, Familiar. 
1661 Lovett //ist. Anim. §& Min. 106 Roe-buck. The 
flesh is. familiar to mans body. 

5. Of persons: Well or habitually acquainted, 
having a close acquaintance or intimate know- 
ledge. Of a person’s manner: Resulting from close 
association. Const. wth. 

1508 Fisuer /V4s. (1876) 278 Who that wyl not make his 
remembraunce famuler with them [the perylles of hell). 
ae Swirt Gulliver 1. vii, He was amazed, how so.. 
groveling an Insect as I..could entertain such inhuman 
Ideas, and in so familiar a manner. 1732 Pore /ss. Alan 11. 
219 Familiar with her [vice’s] face We first endure, then pity, 
then embrace. 1848 Macautay //fist. Eng. 1. 332 Men 
familiar with all ancient and modern learning. 1861 M. 
Partison /ss. (1889) I. 31 An assembly .. with whose 
incapacity we are familiar, 

6. Of things: Known from constant association ; 
pertaining to every-day knowledge, well-known. 
Const. Zo, + with. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxix. 112 As we see by example 
famyler whan [etc.]. 1576 Femina Pavnofl. Epist, 105 
Such pointes as to you are familiar. 1581 R. Goapr in 
Confer. 11. (1584) X ij, Vhis place of Tertull. .isa knowen and 
familiar place. 1612 Brinstey Lud. Lit. ix. (1627) 145 
Untill the Latine be as familiar to the Scholler as the 
English. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. u. i. § 22 It begins to 
know the Objects, which being most familiar with it, have 
made lasting Impressions. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 
III. 298 An experiment familiar to nurses. 1793 J. WILLIAMS 
Calin Exam, 44 To simplify our laws, and render them 
more familiar with our comprehension. 1818 Scorr Job 
Roy i, 1 will..endeavour to tell you nothing that is 
familiar to you already, 1873°H. Spencer Stud. Sociol. 
viii. 180 The contradictions..become by-and-by familiar, 
and no longer attract his attention, 

b. Of every-day use, common, current, habitual, 
ordinary, usual. Const. Zo. 

1599 Suaks. //en, V, 1. ili. 52 Familiar in his mouth as 
household words. 31614 Raveicn //ist. World v. vi. § 10 
The familiar custome, among Princes. . of violating Leagues. 
1690 Locke //um. Und. 1, i. § 9 It is familiar among the 
Mingrelians..to bury their Children alive. 1711 App1son 
Spect. No. 135 P 10 All ridiculous Words make their first 
Entry into a Language by familiar Phrases. 1780 CowPER 
Progr. Err. 509 With such fine words familiar to his 
tongue. 1836 J. Gitpert Chr. Afonem., iii. (1852) 75 The 
practice of popes the wares of others .. is too familiar 
with mankind. 1866 Rocers Agric. §& Prices 1. xxv. 618 
Wine was an article of general and familiar supply. 

+e. Homely, plain; hence, easily understood. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 156/t The very straunge 
familiar fassyon thereof. 1588 Suaxs. ZL. Z. ZL. 1. ii. 9 
Brag. How canst thou part sadnesse and melancholy ! 
Boy. By a familiar demonstration of the working, 1606 — 
Tr. & Cr. ut, iii. 113, I doe not straine it at the position, It 
is familiar; but at the Authors drift. 1694 Appison Eng. 

-oets 139 He [Montague] unreins His verse, and writes in 
loose familiar strains. 

+'7. Of persons, their actions, etc.: Affable, 
courteous, friendly, sociable. Ods, 

¢ 1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 1602 Now was Jason..goodly 
of his speche, and famulere. c¢ 1430 ABC of Aristotle in 
Babees Bk. (1868) 11 ¥ to fers, ne to famuler, but freendli of 
cheere. 1529 Morr Dyaloge 11. Wks. 225/2 If they [men] 
be familier we call them light. If they be solitarye we 
call them fantastike, «1555 Latimer Sermt, §& Renz. (1845) 
76 Christ..was a good familiar man..he came to men's 
tables when he was called. 1632 Lirucow 7'rav. 1x. 416 
Here I found euery where kind and familiar people. a 1656 
UssHEerR Anz. vit. (1658) 802 Whereupon one in a familiar 
banquet .. promised Caius, that [etc.]. 1742 Pore Duac. 
1v. 497 Bland and familiar to the throne he came. 1751 
Jounson Rambler No, 89 P 12 In his unbended and familiar 
intervals, 

8. Free, as among persons intimately acquainted, 
unceremonious; occas. Too free, taking liberties 
with; also in 70 make familiar with. 

1386 Cuaucer Shipman's T. 31 In his hous as familiar 
was he, As it possible is any friend to be. 1485 Caxton 
Paris §& V. (1868) 88 That ye suffyr hym soo famylyer with 

you. 1645 Howe t (¢é¢/e) Kpistole Ho-Eliane. Familiar 

vetters, domestic and foreign. 1687 T. Brown Saints in 

Uproar Wks. 1730 1.79 There's no stopping your licentious 
tongue, otherwise you wou'd not make so familiar with the 
head of the Church. 1712 Sreee Sfect, No. 526 P 2 It 
does look a little familiar, but I must call you Dear Dumd. 


| 
| 
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r7tz Arputunot Fol Billi. v, As if I had been familiar 
with your reputation. 1786 W. ‘Tnomson Watson's Philip 
IIT (1793) Il. v. 110 He.. was indulged at all times, with 
familiar access to his person, 

+b. adv. =F AMILIABLY. 

1803 tr. Le Bruzn's Monsieur Botte WWI, 28 A person .. 
who continues to treat me so shockingly familiar. 

9. Comb, as familiar-fond, -mannered adjs. 

1857 W. Coins Dead Secret 11. vi. iii. 264 ‘The ladies 
she is familiar-fond with. 1876 Gro. Exvior Dan, Der. v1. 
xviii, A coarse, familiar-mannered man, 

B. sé. 

1. A member of a person’s family or household 
(obs. in general scnse). In the Roman Catholic 
Church, a person who belongs to the household of 
the Pope or a bishop, and renders domestic but 


not menial services. 

1460 Burgh Rec. Peebles 9 June (1872) 137 The said Sir 
Thomas Kenedy was in the Kyngis respit at the byschof of 
Sanct Andoris has of the Kyngis as famelyar tyl hym. 1536 
Sir R. Moryson in Strype Zecd. AJem. I. App. Ixxii. 175 
We princes wrot ourselves to be familiars to popes. 1541 
Brecon News out of Heaven Early Wks. (1843) 40 A mans 
own household and familiars shall be his most enemies. 
1548 Hari Chron. 244 b, To him, and his servauntes and 
familiers a fre and a general Pardon. 1632 Lirucow 7rav. 
vi. 268 Their victuals are brought dayly to them by their 
familiars. 1885 Catholic Dict., s.v. The nephews .. of a 
bishop. .in order to be considered his familiars, must render 
him real service. J/did., The familiars of the Pope .. enjoy 
many privileges. . 

b. An officer of the Inquisition, chiefly employed 
in arresting and imprisoning the accused. 

1560 Frampton JVarry. in Strype Anu. Ref. I. xx. 239 
This done, we took our journey towards Sevil; the familiar 
..and his man well armed. c1645 Howe t Lett. (1650) I. 
246 When the said Familiar goes to any house..all doors.. 
fly opento him, 1781 Gisson Dec?. § /. III. 245 Many of 
the Castillans, who pillaged Rome, were familiars of the 
holy inquisition. 1825 J. Neat Bro. Fonathan III. 441 If 
my familiars have done their duty, he is on his way to the 
scaffold. 1855 Motitry Dutch Rep. 11. iii. (1866) 165 It [the 
* Holy Office’)... having its familiars in every house. 

transf. 1821 Sournry Left. (1856) ILI. 227, I do not like 
to embody myself as a political Familiar. 

2. A person with whom one has constant inter- 
course, an intimate friend or associate. 

1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. iv. 18 For whiche ping oon of pi 
familers not vnskilfully axed pus, if, etc. 1494 Fasyan 
Chron. vi. cci. 208 Hugh Capet ..was his famulyer and chief 
counceler, 1504 Lapy Marcarer tr, 7. a Kempis’ Imit. 
1v. xiii, Thou, my god, art closed & hyd in councell of thy 
famyliars. @1569 KincresmyLL Man's Est. xi. (1580) 70 
Thou whom I have chosen..one of my twelve familiars, 
1640 Br, Hatt Lfisc. u. x. 139 A co-partner and a deare 
fameliar of .. St. Peter and St. Paul. 1669 Penn Wo Cross 
ix. § 10 It weans thee off thy Familiars, 1859 Gro. Evior 
A. Bede 14 Retaining her maiden appellation among her 
familiars. z 

b. One intimately acquainted with (a thing). 

1875 LowreLtt Wordsw. Prose Wks. 1890 IV. 399 The 
life-long familiar of the mountains. : ° 

3. A familiar spirit, a demon or evil spirit sup- 


posed to attend at a call. 

1884 R. Scot Discov. Witcher. ut. xv. 65 A flie, otherwise 
called a divell or familiar. 1633 Forp Lroken H. it. iv, 
You have..a familiar That posts i’ th’ air for your intelli- 
gence? 1748 SMotietr Nod. Rand. (1812) 1. 249 She paid 
me a visit..to be introduced to my familiar, 1812 SouTHEY 
Onmniana 11, 250 The old belief in familiars, 1866 ALGER 
Solit. Nat. § Mani. 152 Our familiar is ..a nimble and 
tricksy spirit, like Puck. 

transf. and fig. 

1819 Byron Fvan u. xlix, Twelve days had Fear Been 
their familiar, and now Death was here. 1830 Gat? Lawrie 
7.1. vii. (1849) 22 The garret was alive with musquitoes, 
domestic familiars. 1836 Backwoods of Canada 51 Vile 
familiars to the dormitory kept us from closing our weary 
eye-lids, 1867 LowELi Rousseau Prose Wks. 1890 II. 250 
He..keeps a pet sorrow, a blue-devil familiar, that goes 
with him everywhere. 1867 J. H. Stiruine in Fortin. Kev. 
Oct. 379 Style. .is one of De Quincey’s familiars, 

Familiarism (familiariz’m). [f. Pamir a. 
+-18smM.] A mode of expression usual only in 
familiar language ; a colloquialism. 

1765 Patriotism, a Mock-heroic (ed. 2) Index, Fami- 
liarisms and vulgarisms. 1787 W. Marsua.t WVor/olk 11. To 
Rdr. 9, I thought it prudent to do away some of the familiar- 
isms of the original minutes. 1803 W. ‘l'aytor in Monthly 
Mag. X1V. 506 Would-be. This familiarism deserved record. 

+ FPami'liarist. Ods. rare. [f. as prec. +-187.] 
One who is an authority on familiar spirits, 

1726 Dre For fist. Devil (1840) 246 That learned 
familiarist Mother Hazel. 

Familiarity (fami:lijeriti). Forms: 4 famu- 
larite, -iarite, familarite, 5—7 familiarite(e, -ie, 
-iarte, (5 -yaryte), famyliarite, (6 -tie, 7 -ty, 5 
-tye, 6 -yaryte),6- familiarity. [a. F.familiarité, 
ad. L. familiaritat-em, f. familiaris : see FAMILIAR 
and -1ry.] The quality or state of being familiar. 

+1. The quality proper to the head of a house- 
hold, hospitality. Ods. vare. 

a 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 18 Hardeknoute may 
be called a fader noreshoure of familiaritie 

+2. The quality propa to a member of the 
family ; hence, behaviour due from a retainer or a 
familiar friend, devotion, fidelity. Ods. 

c1440 Secrees, Largesse engendrys flamiliarite, pat ys 
trew seruice. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 17 b, All 
this he dyd to gyue us ah occasyon of reuerent familiarite. 
1548 Hatt Chron. 172 The duke of Yorke ledde the Quene 
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with great familiaritie to all mens sightes, 1576 FLEMING 
Panofpl. E:pist. 116 A man ful of familiaritie and courteous 
acquaintance. 

+3. Suitableness, fitness (of food, etc.). Ods. 

iwssx Turner Herbal 1, (1568) Mvja, A certayne 
familiaritie that is betwene their natures. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Pseuc. Ep. 11. xxi. 159 There is .. required in the 
aliment a familiarity of matter, 

4. The state of being very friendly or intimate, 
friendly intercourse ; intimacy zw2/h (a person). 

c14go tr. 7. & Kempis’ Imit. um. xiii, Pese folke come 
not ..to be grace of my iocunde familiarite. 1533 Brt- 
LENDEN Livy 1. (1822) 87 Nocht alanerlie had he familiarite 
with the saidis princes of Latinis. 1588 J. Upart Deszonstr. 
Discif, (Arb.) 27 The louing familiarity that shoulde be 
betwixt the minister and his people. 1664 Marve Corr. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 174 The old familiarity and kindness be- 
twixt the two Kings. 1727 Dre For Syst. Magic 1. iv. 
(1840) 111 When this familiarity is once obtained with the 
evil spirit. 1761 Hume “ist, Eng. 11. xxvii. 127 [He] re- 
solved to introduce Wolsey to the young prince’s familiarity. 
1880 L. SrerHEN Pofe iii. 61 Pope was not disinclined to 
pride himself upon his familiarity with the great. 

b. Undue intimacy. 

1387 Trevisa /igden (Rolls) VII. 163 He [Edward] .. his 
owne moder for suspecte famuliarite and homlynes de- 
prived of al hire goodes. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 
u. 206 If any of them offer to have familiaritie with their 
wiues, they punish him most seuerely. 

+e. concr. A familiar person or persons. Also 
collect. A circle of intimate friends or connexions. 

«1635 Naunton M'vagm. Reg. (Arb.) 43 A Lady of great 
honour, of the Kings familiarity. 1643 Mitton Divorce 
Wks. 1738 I. 201 The leaving of Parents, or other familiarity 
whatsoever. 1665 J. Wesp Stove-/leng (1725) 125 Such 
frivolous Reasons. .as unto all judicious Men, even those of 
his own Familiarity, are ridiculous. 


5. Close or habitual acquaintance with (a thing) ; 


constant practical knowledge, habituation. 

160r Suaxs. Adi’s Welly. ii. 3 When I haue held fami- 
liaritie with fresher cloathes. @173z ArtTrersury (J.), We 
contract at last such an intimacy and familiarity with them, 
as makes it difficult and irksome for us to call off our minds. 
1841 Exruinstone J/ist. Lud. 1. 305 The familiarity occa- 
sioned by the daily sight of its ceremonies. 1854 BREWSTER 
More Worlds xvii. 256 Our daily familiarity with the 
ordinary phenomena of life. 

6. Absence of ceremony, free or unrestrained 
intercourse, esf. with inferiors, Proverb, Hamz/i- 
arity breeds, + brings, * creates contenpt. 

1380 Wycur Wks, (1880) 44 Haue pei so muche famu- 
larite or homlynesse. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 
4o Hyt behoueth a kyng to.. be conuersant amongis them 
[his people] without ouermoche famylyarite. 1548 Upatt, 
etc. Hrasm. Par. Yohn 34a, Familiaritie bringeth con- 
tempte. 1599 Minsueu Dial. Sp. §& Eng. 65/2 Much fami- 
liaritie oftentimes breedes contempt. 1647 CLArENvon //ist. 
Reb, 1. (1843) 15/1 Olivarez had been heard to censure very 
severely the duke’s familiarity .. towards the prince. 1667 
Eveityn Publ. Employment in Misc. Wks. (1835) 535 Fami- 
liarity creates contempt. 1797 Mrs. Rapcuirre /tediaz vii, 
To allow him an unusual degree of familiarity in conversa- 
tion. 1876 Miss Brappon J. //aggara’s Dau. 11, 102 Jim 
greeted his stepmother with frank familiarity. 

b. An instance of familiar behaviour in action, 
speech, or expression; something allowed or justi- 
fied only on the ground of intimacy. Usually in 7. 

1641 J. Jackson 7rue Evang. T. ut. 180 Any other 
noble, and lawfull familiarities of intimacie, and deere- 
nesse. 1697 Cottier “ss. Mor. Sub7. 1. (1709) 33 If you Con- 
found these two Relations [of Master and Servant] by lavish 
and indiscreet Familiarities, you destroy the Respect. 1821 
Lamp £éia Ser. 1. New Year's Eve, Misbecoming fami- 
liarities inscribed upon your ordinary tombstones. 1875 
Mrs. Ranpoten W. Hyacinth 1. 10 Too great [awe] to 
allow of his being guilty of a familiarity. 

7. Astrol. (see quot.) 

1819 J. Witson Dict. Astrol. 99 Familiarities, called 
also configurations or aspects. 

Familiarization (familiarsizé'-fan). [f. next 
+-aTI0ON.] The action of familiarizing in various 
senses 3 an instance of this. 

1755 H. T. Croxer Ord. Yur. 1. Pref. 6 By familiarization 
we reduce the force of formidable objects. 1765 Miss C. 
Tavsor in Miss Carter Le?t. (1809) ILL, 126, I would. read 
to it with proper familiarisations the most striking parts. 
1836 ‘I’. Hook G. Gurney I. i, A constant familiarization 
with such scenes. 1888 Sweer Lg. Sounds 45 The familiar- 
ization of foreign words. 

Familiarize (familiarsiz), v. [f. Fammiara, 
+-I2E.] trans, To make familiar. 

Ll. trans, To make (a thing, vare/y a person) 
familiar or well-known. 

«1639 Wotton Let., Relig. Wotton. (1672) 478 Intending 
..to familiarize it [final resignation of ourselves] between us 
as muchas I can. 1774 Warton //ist, Eng. Poetry xxi. (1840) 
Il. 271 Wethatistede .. being desirous of familiarising the 
history of his patron saint to the monks of his convent. 
1846 Joyce Scz. Dial. i. 2 Your drawing compasses may 
familiarize to your mind the idea of an angle. 1875 W. S. 
Haywarp Love agst. World 14 Horses and hounds recog- 
nized that shout, familiarized to them by many a good run. 

+b. To render familiar or accustomed; to di- 
vest of strangeness. 

1608 SytvesteR Du Bartas 630 Long continuance and 
custome ., Familiarizing so the fit, that... one may almost 
forget it, xzxx Appison Sfect. No.159 ® 3 The Genius 
smiled upon me with a Look of. . Affability that familiarized 
him tomy Imagination, 1768 Jounson Pref, Shaks. Wks, 
IX. 245 Shakespeare .. familiarizes the wonderful. 1779 
Cowrer Let. Wks. 1837 XV. 45 Long habit and custom are 
able to familiarize to us things much more disagreeable 
than this, 


FAMILIARLY. 


2. a. To put (a person) on a footing of intimacy. 
(vare.) --b. Torender (a person’s manner) familiar 
or affable. (ods.) @. rvefl. and intr. for refl. To 
adopt a familiar and courteous demeanour, Al-o 
ina bad sense: ‘To make oneself cheap’. Now vare. 

a. 1754 Rictarpson Grandison V. xvii. 96, I should be 
glad..to be familiarized to the Ladies of your family. 1858 
Hawtuorne Ancestral Footstep (1883) 501 Middleton on 
his arrival. .is familiarized at the Hospital. 

b. 1709 STEELE 7atler No. 127 ® 9 For the Cure of this 
particular Sort of Madness [haughtiness] it will be necessary 
to..familiarize his Carriage by the Use of a good Cudgel. 
1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) V. Ixxi. 321 It was very 
difficult for him. .to soften or familiarize it [his address]. 

c. 1685 Gracian’s Courtier’s Orac. 163 He that fami- 
liarizes himself, presently loses the Superiority that his 
serious air gave him. 1697 C’¢ess D’ Aunoy’s Trav. (1706) 
22 She at length familiariz’d herself, and told me, “Ewas not 
through fear of anything else but of displeasing me. @1734 
NorrrH Lives I. 418 He.. familiarized with his equals, and 
gave no offence to his inferiors. 1748 RicHARDSON Clavissa 
(7811) IV. 157 We had familiarized to each other long ago. 
1886 Harper's Mag. Aug. 377 Captain T. Cook. .is another 
type of the reserved man who does not familiarize with the 
passengers. 

3. To bring into familiar or common use; to 
popularize. Now rare. 

1752 JOHNSON Rambler No. 208 P 11, I have familiarized 
the terms of philosophy by applying them to popular ideas. 
1779-81 — L. P., Pope Wks. 1V. 74 This mode of imitation, 
in which the ancients are familiarised, by adapting their 
sentiments to modern topicks. 1807 W. Taytor in Axx. 
Rev. V. 563 The discussion served to familiarize the words 
congress, general government [etc.]. 1834 BrayLey Graph. 
& Hist. [llust. Pref., It was my wish to familiarize Archazo- 
logical inquiries. 

To give a familiar form to (a name). 

1804 W. Irvine Life & Lett. (1864) I. vi. 94 An invincible 
propensity to familiarize the names of people. 

4. To accustom (a person, one’s mind, etc.) 70, 
+ znto, or to do (something); to habituate. Now 
rare. 

7646 Sir J. Tempce [risk Redell. 7 They began to. .suffer 
. their English followers to familiarize themselves into their 
beastly manners and customes. 1734 AZem, Geo. Psalma- 
nazar 214 'To..exert my talents in..familiarising myself to 
this pretended Formosan language and character, 1830 
Herscuen Stud. Nat. Phil. 22 By familiarising us .. to 
walk uprightly. 1833 J. H. Newman Zefz, (1891) I. 483 
To familiarise the imagination of the reader to an Aposto- 
lical state of the Church. 1848 — Loss §- Gain 239 Intending 
to familiarize my parishioners to it by little and little. 

b. To make (a person or oneself) well ac- 
quainted, or to feel at ease, at home wth, 

@ 1687 Perry Pol. Arith. i. (1691) 17 He is familiarized 
with Hardships and Hazards. 1741 J. Lawry & H. Heaton 
Athenian Lett, (1792) 1. 147 Having familiariz’d myself 
much of late with the hieroglyphical imagery. 1815 Moore 
Lalla R. Pref. (1850) 10 To..familiarise myself with its 
various treasures, 1856 Froupr H/st. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 98 
Wolsey. .familiarized Henry with the sense that a reforma- 
tion was inevitable. 1863 ‘TyNpALL /Yeat iii. 61 My object 
here is to familiarise your minds with the general conception 
of atomic motion. | 

absol, 1834 Fonsianque Evel, under 7 Administr. (1837) 
IIL. 23 The first effect may be to startle; but the second 
will be to familiarise. 

+5. To domesticate, tame (an animal). Cf. 
FAMILIAR @. Obs. 

1634 W. Tirwnyr tr. Balzac's Lett. 205 Since we are 
forced to live among savage creatures, wee had _neede 
.. to familiarise .. them. 1682 Norris //zerocles 35 Which 
is the method men take to tame and familiarize wild beasts. 

Hence: Fami-liarized 7//, a., Fami-liarizer, 
one who familiarizes, Fami‘liarizing ///. a., 
Fami'liari:zingly adv. 

1654 WnuitLock Zootomia 241 This familiarized Book 
[Bible]. 1726-7 Swirr Gudliver i. vii, I soon grew so 
familiarized to the sight of spirits that .. they gave me no 
emotion at all. 1832 Lanper Adv. Niger I. v. 215 Their 
faces had become familiarized to us. 1872 Proctor £ss. 
Astron. iii. 37 In the less dignified 7/e of a familiariser he 
was not successful. 1876 Brack Mad-cap V. viii. 73 She 
would have got familiarised with us, and stayed on in- 
definitely, 1890 J. H. Stirtinc Gifford Lect. x. 179 Jehovah, 
whom German and French Writers have taken of late, 
degradingly and I suppose familiarisingly, to call Jahve, 

Familiarly (fami‘liaii), adv. [f. Farr a, 
+-LY 2.] Ina familiar manner. 

+1. After the manner of a domesticated animal. 

isso Tuomas /¢al. Gram., Domesticamente, familiarely or 
homely. 1607 Torseit four. Beasts (1673) ror Ptolomeus 
Philadelphe. .having a hinde-calf.. brought it so familiarly 
tame, that [etc.]. 1651 W. G. tr. Cozel’s Zust. 59 If any 
shall happen to be made tame, and by custome goe fami- 
liarly in and out. 

2. Like one who has an intimate acquaintance 
(with either persons or things) ; intimately. 

14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 162 Familierly taghte 
of pe holy goste. 1548 Hatt Chron, 66 The kyng of Eng- 
land..them honorably embraced and familierly kissed. 
1675 Hoppres Odyssey (1677) 231 Great Minos. .used with 
great Chronides Familiarly of old to sit and chat. 1748 
Hartiey Odserv. Man it, iii. 287 Two ill Men can scarce 
become known to each other familiarly, . 1809-10 CoLr- 
RIDGE /'riend (1865) 113 Lord Chancellor Bacon..was fami- 
liarly acquainted with all the secrets of personal influence. 
1865 Sat. Rev. 5 Aug. 169/2 The. .desirableness of doctors 
or lawyers being brought more familiarly together. 

+b. In a bad sense: With undue freedom. Ods. 

1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1638) 68 Her whom his aged 
father... had too familiarly vsed. 

3. As an every-day matter or matter of course ; 
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commonly, usually. Os. exc. with words implying ° 


knowledge. 

1576 FLEMING Panop/, Epist. 226 Using themselves fami- 
liarly to such foule enormities. 1621-5t Burton Avzat. 
Mel. 1. ii. 11. iii. 77 There be. .too that familiarly drink Sea- 
water. 1674 BoyLe Laced/. Theol. u. iv. 178 The familiarly 
visible stars. 1781 Gippon Dec/. § /’. III. 202 Scenes with 
which he was familiarly conversant. 1879 Casselds Techn. 
Educ. 1, 207 The form of crane .. most familiarly known is 
that which is called the jib-crane. 

+b. In every-day language or manner, easily. 
156r T. Norton Calvin's Just, tv. 69 These two places, 
which I haue.. familiarly .. expounded. 1607 ‘TorseLt 
Fours, Beasts (1673) 266 More .. perspicuously..and fami- 
liarly..expressed bythem. c1660 J. HarrinctTon Valerius 
§& Publ. To Rar. (1700) 475 There is nothing ..I so much 
desire as to be familiarly understood. 

4. Without ceremony, in a free and easy manner, 
unceremoniously. 

c1425 Wyntoun Cron. vil. v. 42 He.. wyth pame spak 
famylyarly. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 810 [The Duke] ex- 
horted him familierly .. to say whatsoever he thought. 
1678 Dryden Limdberham v. i, We'll banish all Pomp and 
Ceremony, and live familiarly together, 1712 ‘VickeLt 
Spect. No. 410 ® x She saluted him very familiarly by his 
Name. 1821 Lams //a Ser. 1. Valentine's Day, Our fami- 
liarly pious ancestors. 1875 ‘T. W. Hiccinson U. S. //ist. 
viii. 56 Called familiarly by the name of ‘ Pilgrims’, 

Familiarness (familiimés). [f as prec. + 
-NESS. } 

1. =Fanmariry 4-6. Now rare. 

1612 Brinstey Lud. Lit. 262 The familiarnes of the 
matter. @1645 R. Hrywoop Odserv. § Justr. mt. xii. 
(1869) 55 Neuer was of familiarnes Contempt esteem’d the 
proper childe. 1730-6 in Baitry (folio), amziliarness. 1789 
Map. D’Arsiay Diary Apr., She does not choose such sort 
of familiarness. 1854-6 Parmore Angel ix Ho. 1. WW. Xt. 
(1879) 251 So near a touch Affirms no mean familiarness, 

“1 3. Suitableness. Ods. rare. 

1617 Hieron /V’ks. 11. 182 The fitness of the rite to repre- 
sent that to which it hath reference, and the familiarnesse 
of it for their ynderstanding. 

+ Fami'liary, 2. Ols. rare—'. [f. L. type 
*familtart-us, f. familia: see FAMILY and -ARY 2.] 
Pertaining to the control of a family; domestic. 

1643 Mitton Divorce i. xxi, It pleas’d God..to make 
him [Henry VIII] the beginner of a reformation .. by first 
asserting into his familiary power the right of just divorce, 

+ Fami'lic, a. Oss. In 7 familique, -elique, 
-ellick, [f. FammLy+-Ic; prob. arising from a 
misunderstanding of FameLio; cf. med.L. /zber 
famelicus account-book of domestic expenditure, 
Samelica cura domestic management (Pertz Scripiz. 
XXYV. 676).] Pertaining to a family; also, domes- 
tic, familiar. 

1660 WarteRHoUSE Arvms & Arm. 47 Their familique 
Banners. 1676 SHADWELL Virtuoso 1, A domestick animal 
..a Mangy Spaniel; anda less famellick creature. .a Sound 
Bull Dog, 1684 Otway A?éherst 1. i, With as grave, a 
fatherly, famelique countenance as ever I saw. 

+Familical, a. Obs. rare—'. [f. as prec. + 
-IGAL.] Of or belonging toa family ; family. 

1660 WaTERHOUSE Avms §& Avi. 48 Arms in National 
Standards, and familical Ensigns or Banners. 

Familism (femiliz’m). Also 7 familyism, 
[f. L. famel-ca FAMILY + -ISM.] 

1. The doctrine and practice of the Familists. 

1642 Canne in J, Ball Avsvz, 1. 112 It is familisme for him 
to say..I will have in my selfe a secret meaning from the 
rest. 1648 Protest of Ministers in Miall Congregation- 
alism Yorks. (1868) 49 We are resolved .. never to consent 
to the toleration of .. Familyism .. or any other heresies. 
1716 Soutn Sev. (1717) V. 148 The Devil found it 
requisite... to set up his Standard in Familism or Enthu- 
siasm. 1765 T. Hurcutnson //ist. Mass. Bay 1, 117 His 
principles were the very dregs of familism. 

2. In Fourier’s socialistic philosophy: The feel- 
ing existing between members of a family; fraternity. 

1848 Tait’s Mag. XV. 705 ‘The propensity to group em- 
braces love, friendship, ambition, and a fourth passion 
called familism. . 

Familist (fe'milist). Also 7 famel-, famul-, 
famylist. [f. as prec. + -1ST.] 

+1. The head of a family, a family-man. Ods, 

1612 W, Parkes Curtaine Dr. 7 Then hath he descended. . 
from Families to euery particular Famulist. 1615 BepweLi 
Mohan. Imp..§ 70 Mohammed was a good familist. 1658 
Cenoms Adv. Son 70 If you will needs be a Familist, and 

Marry. 

+2. One of the same family or household. Ods. 

1631 Brarnwair Whimsies, Zealous Brother 119 Contro- 
versies which he secretly commenceth amongst his owne 
familists. 1638 Hrywoop Wise Woman u. Wks. 1874 V. 
304 If you come to live in our house, and be a Familist 
amongst us. 


3. A member of the sect called the Hamzly of 


Love; sce FAMILY 7. = 

1592 Nasue 2. Pennilesse B3 Like the Anabaptists and 
adulterous Familists. 1634 Canne Wecess. Separ. (1849) 
132 The cursed Familists do hold that religion standeth 
not in outward things, @1716 Sourn Sevm. (1717) V. 151 
See, with what Contempt the Father of the Familists, 
Henry Nicolas, casts off the Use and Authority of it [Scrip- 
ture]. 1853 MArspen Larly Purit, 391 The familists did 
not escape the watchful vigilance of the privy council. 

Familistery (femilistéri). vave. [ad. F. 
familistore, f. famille, f. L. familia (see Famity), 
formed by substituting fam7//- for the first member 
of the word fha/anstere.] The abode of a com- 


munity living together as one family. 








FAMILY. 


1865 Reader No. 145. 399/3 The ‘ Familistery’, or Work- 
man’s Home. 1886 Pad/ Mall G. 5 Oct. 5/2 Familistéres, 
reading rooms, museums. . will ensue spontaneously, 

+ Famili'stic, a. Ods. [f. Fammuist +-1¢.] a. 
Of or pertaining to the Familists or Familism. 
b. Pertaining to a family or household. 

&. 1646 Pacitr /eresiog”. (ed. 3) go A fourth holds. . Fami- 
listicke Tenets. 1667 H. More Div, Dia?. Schol. (1713) 566 
‘This Man possessed with Familistic dotage. 

b. 1660 WaterHouse Arms § Aru. 42 The certain rise 
of familistique distinctions. 

{+ Famili‘stical, a. Obs. [f. prec.+-au.] a. 
=FAMILISTIC a.; b. =FAMILISTIC b. 

a. 1653 GAUDEN /ierasp. 306 They labour .. to turn the 
solidity of Truth. .into nothing but Familisticall whimseys. 
1702 C. Matuer Magn. Chr. 11. iv. (1852) 124 The suppres- 
sion of an antinomian and famalistical faction. 

b. 1660 R. Coxe Power § Subj. 15 Theological virtues 
relate to the attaining of Eternal happiness: Moral, 
Humane, and Familistical, to the conservation of society 
and peace in their several places. . 

Hence + Familistically adv. 

1653 Baxter Meth. Peace Consc. 24 [We] put false inter- 
pretations on the plainest precepts of Christ .. and Fami- 
listically turn them into Allegories. 

Family (femili), sd. Forms: 5 famylye, (Sc. 
famyle), 5-6 famyl1(e, 5-7 familie, 6 famelie, -ly, 
famuly, famylie, Sc.famell, 7 familly, 6- family. 
[ad. L. fametia household, f. famee/us servant.] 

+1, The servants of a house or establishment ; 
the household. Oés. exc. in family of servants. 

2a 1400 Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) 1, 213 You are my des- 
ciples, and of my familie. 1641 Disc. Pr. Henry in Hard. 
Misc, (Malh.) ITT. 522 His family .. consisted of few less 
than five-hundred. 1707 SLoane Yamaica 1. 46 The pro- 
prietor keeps a large family for its defence. 1722 Dr For 
Plague (1840) 10, | was a single man, .but I had a family of 
servants. 1794 Gopwin Cad. Williams 39 Mr. Tyrrel.. 
proposed..to take him into his family, and make him 
whipper-in to his hounds. 

+b. The retinue of a nobleman or grandee. Oés. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 171b, The Kyng, the Quene with all 
their familie, shortly folowed. 1609 SKENE Aeg. A/az. 45 
Na Prelat, Erle, nor Barron..sal ryde with ane greater 
familie (number) of men and hors. _ 

e. The staff of a high military officer or (in 


India) state official. 

1808 E_pninstone Le?. 5 Sept.in Colebrooke’s Z7/ 1.185 
Mr, Seton..waived his right to nominate my family. 1809 
Jas. Moore Camp. Spain 72 The Staff Officers of Sir 
John Moore's family. 1856 J. W. Cote Mem. Brit. Gen. 
Penin. War II. viii. 84 The officers of his family .. fell in 
with the same humour, 

d. Rom. Ant, A troop, school (of gladiators). 

1863 Wuyte MELVILLE Gladiators I, 62 You look as if you 
belonged to the family yourself. 

2. The body of persons who live in one house or 
under one head, including parents, children, ser- 
vants, etc. 

1545 Jove Hap. Dan. iv. 48/1, I Nebucadnezar, happye 
and prosperouse in my familie. 1631 Star Cham. Cases 
(Camden) 44 His family were himself and his wife and 
daughters, two mayds, and a man. @1729 S. CLARKE 
Serm. (1730) II. iii. 5r Representing. .all Orders of intelli- 
gent Beings, as the Family of God. 1794 Mrs. RapciirFe 
Myst, Udolpho ii, 1 am going to prayers with my family. 
1859 JerHson Brittany ii. 10 The difference between people 
who live in Society and people who live in the family. 

b. Happy Family: a collection of birds and 
animals of different natures and propensities living 
together in harmony in one cage. 

1844 in P. T. Barnum Sixty Years Recollections (1889) 
120 [At Coventry] we visited an exhibition called the 
‘Happy Family’. 1890 Evening News 4 Dec. 4/5 He was 
..on his way home with his ‘ Happy Family’. 

3. The group of persons consisting of the parents 
and their children, whether actually living together 
or not; in wider sense, the unity formed by those 
who are nearly connected by blood or affinity. 


floly Family ; see quot. 1875. 

1667 Mitton P. Z.x. 216 As Father of his Familie he 
clad Thir nakedness. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's 
Stud, Nat.(1799) 11. 589 We pass. .through the love of our 
family .. to love Mankind, 1829 Jas. Min Avon. Mind 
(1869) II, xxii. 218 The group which consists of a Father, 
Mother and Children, is called a Family. 1875 Tyrwuitt 
in Dict. Chr. Antiq. 1. 661 Family—The Holy. The sub- 
ject which bears this title in modern art is generally a group 
consisting of the Virgin Mother, bearing the Sacred Infant, 
of St, Joseph, and frequently of the younger St. John 
Baptist and occasionally of St, Elizabeth. : 

‘bp. A person’s children regarded collectively. 

1732 Pore Z~. Bathurst 382 Seldom at Church. .But 
duly sent his family and wife. 1876 Miss Brappon 7. 
Hageara's Dau, xxx. 280 ‘I’m a man with a long fambly.’ 
Mod. He has a large family. 

4. Those descended or claiming descent from 
a common ancestor; a house, kindred, lineage. 

¢1425 Wyntoun Cron. vil, iv. 304 Amang his Kyn and 
his Famyle. 1513 Douctas 2ne?s x1, viii. 136 The famell 
and kynrent of Volsca. 1581 Marpeci Bk, of Notes 708 
Plinie affirmeth also, that..ther was a Famuly that would 
go vpon a great fire, & not be touched therewith. | 1593 
Suaxs. 3 Hen. V/, 1. i. 65 Let vs assayle the Family of 
Yorke. 15399 — Hen. V. ut. ii, 129 Come they of Noble 
Family? 1671 Mitron 2. 2, m1. 168 By strong hand his 
(Maccabeus’] family obtain’d..the crown, 1734 Porr £ss. 
Man w. 213 Go! and pretend thy family is young. 180 
J. Graname Saddath (1839) 15/2 Every great merchant an 
money-dealer wishes to be the founder of what is called a 
family. 1868 Freeman Norm, Cong. (1876) I. ix. 268 The 
abbey of Coventry. .still kept in the family. 


FAMILY. 


Jig. 1775 Suerian Duenna u. iii, The beggars are a 
very ancient family in most kingdoms. 

b. (Man, woman, etc.) of family: of noble or 
gentle descent. 

a 1763 SHENSTONE /ss., External Figure Wks. 1764 11. 
60 If dress be only allowable to persons of family, it may 
fete]. 1762-71 H. Watrote Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) 
III. 32 He.. married a beautiful English-woman of family, 
1777 W. DatrympLte Trav. SP..§ Port. 1x, Three troops.. 
each consisting of 200 men, who are all men of family. 
1810 Bentuam Packing (1821) 146 People of no ‘family’. 

e. In wider sense: A race; a people or group 
of peoples assumed to be descended from a com- 
mon stock. 

1583 STANyHuRST Aeveis 1. (Arb,) 25 You to me ful pro- 
mist. . hat Roman famely should spring from the auncetrye 
Troian. 1842 Pricuarp Nat. Hist, Man 468 The ‘lama- 
nacs, who belong to the same family, live on the right bank 
ofthe Orinoco. 1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. (ed. 5) 1. i. 18 By 
the mixture of three branches of the great Teutonic family 
with each other. 

5. ¢ransf.and fig. (with mixed notion of 3 and 4). 
A brotherhood or group of individuals or nations 
bound together by political or religious ties. 

r61t Bisre “ff. iii. 15 The Father of our Lord Tesus 
Christ, Of whom the whole family in heauea and earth is 
named. 1650-3 Dissert. de Pace in Phentx (1708) 11. 348 OF 
all the Familys and Societys of Christians, they are most 
hated. a@1865 KE. Everert (W.), The States of Europe 
were by the prevailing maxims of its policy, closely united 
in one family. 1875 Mannine AZission H. Ghost ix. 253 
‘They [the apostles] subdued the. .Greeks .. the .. Romans, 
and our... forefathers into one family. 

6. A group or assemblage of objects, connected 
together and distinguished from others by the 


possession of some common features or properties. 

a@ 1626 Bacon Sylva § 354 There be two Great Families of 
Things ;..Sulphureous and mercurial. 1731 Porr EA. Bur- 
dington w. 96 With all the mournful family of Yews. 1741 
Chambers’ Cycl. sy. Curves, Family of Curves. 1796 
Hutton Math. Dict. 1. 353 Family of curves is an assem- 
blage of several curves of different kinds, all defined by the 
same equation of an indeterminate degree. 1813 BAKEWELL 
Introd, Geol. (1815) 457 The classification of simple minerals 
into families. 1875 Fortnum JZayolica viii, 65 Persian, 
Damascus, Rhodian, and Lindus wares, composing a large 
family. 1875 Wuitney Life Lang. xii. 228 We have called 
a certain body of languages a family, the Indo-European. 

b. In modern scientific classification : A group 
of allied genera. (Usually, a ‘family’ is a sub- 
division of an ‘ order’; but in the ‘natural system ’ 
of botanical classification the two words are, so 
far as cotyledonous plants are concerned, synonym- 
ous: English botanists chiefly using ‘ order’, while 
in French Jussieu’s term famz//e is retained.) 

1753 CuamBers Cycl, Supp. s.v., The bream and the 
herring, though very different in genus, may yet be brought 
into the same Family. 1831 J. Davirs A/anual Mat. Med, 
223 Rest-harrow, of the family Legwminos#. 1858 CARPEN- 
TER Veg. Phys. § 19 Several genera may, in like manner, be 
united into a family. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. ix. § 1. 325 
Family in botany is synonymous with order. 1881 Mivart 
in Nature No. 615. 337 The order Lacertilia is made up of 
a certain number of large groups, each of which is called a 
family, which family is again composed of genera. 


7. Hamily of love: a sect which originated in 
Holland, and gained many adherents in England 
in the 16th and 17th c.; they held that religion 
consisted chiefly in the exercise of love, and that 
absolute obedience was due to all established 


governments, however tyrannical. 

1579 J. Knewstus (¢/t/e), A Computation of monstrous 
and horrible heresies .. embraced of a number, who call 
themselves the Familie of Love. 1606 S7x G. Goosecappe 
i. i. in Bullen O. PZ. (1884) IIL. 38 You are either of the 
familie of Love, or of no religion at all. 1645-62 Pacirr 
Heresiogr. (ed. 6) 105 This sect of the family of love. .are so 
called because. .their love is so great that they may join any 
congregation, 1667 H. More Div. Dial. Schol. (1713) 568 
Being lately informed by an Elder of the Family..that 
they of their Family that were regenerated .. became 
Christs. 

8. slang. The thieving fraternity. See 11 -man. 

1749 Bamfylde Moore-Carew (Farmer), No member of 
the Family. 1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict. s.v., Thieves, 
sharpers, and all others who get their living upon the cross, 
are comprehended under the title of ‘ 7ze Family’. 1838 
Gtascock Land Sharks 11, 100 This house. . was a favourite 
resort of the Family. 

II. attrib. (adj.) and Comb. 

9. Simple a/trid., passing into an adj. a, Of or 
pertaining to the family or household ; domestic. 

1602 Futpecke Pandectes 47 Such familie-seruantes or 
retinue as to be agreeable.. to his dignitie. 1641 Hinpe 
¥. Bruen 66 This Gentleman knew right well, that family 
exercises were the very goads and spurs unto  godlinesse. 
1685 Baxter Paraphr. N. T. Matt. vi. 5 Publick Church 
Prayer, and Family-Prayer are as great duties as secret 
Prayer. 1 F. Bracce Disc. Parables xiii. 438 ‘These 
l’amily-devotions at the beginning and close of the day, 
1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4522/2 That Coach was preceded by 
his Majesty’s Family-Coaches. a1732 T. Boston Crook in 
Lot (1805) 23 Such was the crook made in David's lot, 
through his family-disorders. 1 Woman of Honor il. 
178 If this sordid. .family-spirit does not soon meet with an 
effectual check. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 157 1t was 
a family affair. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) ILI. 329 Tell us 
something about their family life. 


b. In tradesmen’s signs, advertisements, and the 
like; Family butcher, grocer, druggist, etc.: 
originally one who supplies commodities for 
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household use, as opposed, e.g. to one who 
supplies them to ships or the army. amily 
hotel; one which claims to be especially for the 
reception of families. 


ec. Of or pertaining to a certain family, lineage, 
or kindred. 
pA Ae Wycurriey Fss. agst. Pride § Ambit., As if 
nobility consisted alone in being entitled to. .have the family 
plate graved with a coat of arms, 1769 Gray Let, Poems 
(1775) 365 Ridale-hall, the family-seat of Sir Michael Flem- 
ing. 1773 Mrtmota Cato Remarks 171 Securing to the 
heir..a sufficient part of the family-estate to support his 
rank and station. 1803 Beppors //ygéia x. 59 A family 
disposition to insanity. 1818 Art Preserv. Feet 200 Some- 
times accidental causes, produce what has been termed a 
family toe, partly in consequence of its being hereditary. 

10. Phrases. a. 7x a (or tthe) family way: ina 
domestic manner ; with the freedom of members of 
the same family; without ceremony. Also + Zz 
Jamily (=F. en famille). 

1709 Stree & Appison Tatler No. 136? 1 His Wife is 
the Daughter of an honest House, ever bred in a Family- 
Way. 1768 Woman of Honor 1, 87 Dining together, in 
family. 1784 Lett. to Honoria & Marianne Il. 64 She 
would .. stay some time with them, quite in the family 
way. 1789 G. Kreate Pelew /s/. 107 At the house of this 
Chief they were received quite in a family way. ax1809 J. 
Patmer Like Master like Man (1811) I. 193 You'll find all 
in the family way. 1854 J. S. C. Assotr Napoleon (1855) 
II. xii. 2r4 We should have discussed our interests in a 
family way. 1859 THackeray Virgin. II. x. 74 Why don’t 
we ask him and his ladies to come over in a family way 
and dine with some other plain country gentlefolks? 

b. (Zo be) in the family way: pregnant. 

1796 Mrs. E. Parsons AZyst, Warn. 1. 90 ‘The Countess 
was again in the family way. 1840 Lavy C. Bury //7st. 
of Flirt xxvi, Esther is in the family-way. 1875 JoweTr 
Plato (ed. 2) III, 62 The wives... will have a fine easy 
time when they are in the family way. 

11. Special Comb.: family Bible, a large copy 
of the Bible for use at family prayers (its fly-leaves 
often contain a ‘family register’ or record of the 
birth of children, etc.); family-boat (see quot. 
1883) ; family circle, the company of persons and 
their children, and other relatives and friends, who 
are inmates in the household; family coach, a 
large closed carriage capable of containing a whole 
family; also, a certain game of forfeits, in which 
a story of the adventures of a ‘family coach’ is 
related; family-compact, a treaty made in the 
eighteenth century between the Bourbon dynasties of 
France, Spain, and the Two Sicilies for common 
action, esf. against England and Austria; family- 
council, a meetiag of the members of a family to 
decide questions relating to their common interest ; 
spec. see family-meeting; family-disease (see 
quot.); family-government, (a) the government of 
afamily; (4) the system in which each family stands 
alone asa political unit ; family-head (see quot.) ; 
family-likeness, a resemblance such as may be 
looked for in members of the same family; also 

'¢.; family-living,a benefice in the gift of the head 
of the family; + family-lovist [f. famzly of love 
(see 7) + 18ST], =F amiIList 3; family-man, a man 
with a family; also (@) one who leads a domestic 
or homely life ; (2) slang a thief ; also a‘ fence’ (cf. 
sense 8); family-meeting, in Lousiana and 
Quebec, a council of at least five relations which 
meets before a public notary to give advice con- 
cerning a minor or other person; family-picture, 
(a) a painting representing a family ; (4) a picture 
handed down as an heirloom; family-piece, (a) 
a composition relating to the doings of a family ; 
(6) =prec. (a); family-tree, a genealogical tree. 

1781 Jounson Lett. Dr. Patten 25 Sept., This Lexicon 
. might become a concomitant to the *Family Bible. 1822 
J. Funt Left. Amer. 73 The craft, called *family boats. 
1883 W.C. Russext Sazlors’ Lang., Family boats, the name 
given to smacks worked by members of the same family. 
1809 H. More Celebs I. 347 Being agreeable.. in one’s 
own *family circle. 1852 E. Warner Wide W. World 
82 They played the Old *Family Coach, 1761 //7s?, 
Europe in Ann. Reg. 52/2 The only reply was, that the 
King of Spain had thought proper to renew his “family 
compacts. 1884 Syd. Soc, Lex., “Family diseases, diseases 
proceeding from heredity. 1715 De For Pam. ustruct. 
I. v. (1841) I, 106 We must set up a *family-government 
entirely new. 1803 Syp. SmitH Wks. 1859 1. 29/2 In 
politics, they appear to have scarcely advanced beyond 
family-government. 1867 Smytu Sadlor's Word-bk., *Family- 
head, when the stem was surmounted with several full- 
length figures. 1824 Mrpwin Convers. Byron (1832) I. 94 
In his women. .there is little *family-likeness, 1883 CLopp 
in Avnowd, 24 Aug. 115/1 The family likeness of those 
Indian folk-tales to those [European ones] given above. 
1798 JANE Austen Northang. Add. (1833) II. vii. 144 It is 
a *family living. 1883 Reape MWazy a Slip in Harper's 
Mag. Dec. 132/2 Joe was ordained priest, took the family 
living. 1589 NasHe Martins Months Minde To Rar. 
Wks. 1883 I. 165, I meddle not here with the Anabaptists, 
*Famely louists, Machiauellists, nor Atheists. 1788 G. A. 
Stevens Adv. Speculist 1, 221 Gamesters, Gamblers or 
*Family-men. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Ability Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 44 These private reserved mute family-men. 
1846 SNowpEN Mag. Assistant 342 Thieves : Family-men. 
1859 W. Cotiins Q. of //earts (1875)17 I’m a family man 





FAMISH. 


myself, with grown-up daughters of my own. 1856 Bouvirr 
Law Dict. U.S. (ed. 6), *Hamily-meeting. See Hi. 
WaAtpo.e Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) 1.147 The *family- 
picture of the consul Mejer. 1712 HuGues Sect. No. 525 #8 
One of the most agreeable *family-pieces of this kind I ever 
met with, 1762-71 H. Watrote Vertue's Anecd. Paint. 
(1786) II. 192 Mr. Willett. .has a small family-piece of Dr. 
Hibbard, physician, his wife and five children. 1826 Scorr 
Provinc. Antig., Seton Chapel, \t is a family-piece, com- 
prehending the Lord Seton, his lady, and four children, 
painted..by Sir A. More. 1864 Tuackeray D. Duval i. 
(1869) 1, I once drew a fine *family tree of my ancestors. 


Familyish, a. [f. as prec.+-1sH.}] In once- 
uses: a@, Recalling family associations. b, Ex- 
hibiting the full force of family ties, ‘clannish ’. 

1824 New Monthly Mag. X1. 439 Snooksville had a very 
familyish sound, 1891 //arper’s Mag. Aug. 420/2 They're 
a very familyish sort of family. 

Famine fce'min). Forms: 4-6 famin, famyn(e, 
4-famine. [a. F. famine=Pr. famina,f. late 1. 
type */amina, {. fames hunger.] 

1, Extreme and general scarcity of food, in a 
town, country, etc. ; an instance of this, a period 


of extreme and general dearth. : 

1362 Lanat. P. P/. A. vit. 309 Famyn schal a-Ryse Porw 
Flodes and foul weder. 1494 Fasyan Chvon. v1, clxxxvi. 
186 By reason wherof ensued a great famyne. 1555 EDEN 
Decades 20 ‘Vhe violent famine dyd frustrate all these ap- 
poyntmentes. 1651 Hoppes Leviath, . xxvii. 157 If in a 
great famine he take the food by force. 1776 Gipson Decd. 
& 7 I. 285 A long and general famine was a calamity of a 
more serious kind. 1860 Emerson Cond. Life, ate Wks. 
(Bohn) IT. 315 Famine..war..and effete races, must be 
reckoned calculable parts of the system of the world. — 

Jigs. 1644 Mitton Axveop. (Arb,) 72 Should ye..bring a 
famin upon our minds. 

b. personified. . 

1610 //istyio-m. vi. 16 Thin Famine needs must follow 
Poverty. 1784 Cowrrr 7ask 1. 185 He calls for Famine, 
and the meagre fiend. .taints the golden ear. 

2. transf. An extreme dearth or scarcity of some- 
thing specified, material or immaterial. 

1611 Biste Aros viii. 11, I will send a famine in the 
land, not a famine of bread..but of hearing the words of 
the Lord. 1634 Sir ‘T. Hersert 77av. 184 These negroes 
. have no famine of Natures gifts and blessings. 1681 R. 
Knox 19 Vears’ Captivity in Arb. Garner 1. 400, 1.. 
lamented under the famine of God’s Word and Sacraments. 
1888 L’fool Daily Post 26 June 4/8 The threatened water 
famine. 1889 Pad? Mall G. 7 Nov. 3/3 The perennial talk 
of an ivory famine has as yet come to nothing. 

3. Want of food, hunger; hence, starvation. 

c 1386 Cuaucer Parad. 7. 123 And schold hir children 
sterve for famyn. c¢1450 Alerdin 224 The Citee .. was 
right stronge, that nothynge ne dowted, saf only for 
famyn. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 510 That 
ancient and usuall punishment of famine. 1605 SHaks. 
Mach. v. v. 40 If thou speak’st false, Vpon the next Tree 
shall thou hang aliue Till Famine cling thee. 1773 Odserv. 
State Poor 8 More really die of famine than‘those who are 
found. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville III. 101 Vheir 
horses. .had recovered from past famine and fatigue. 

4. Violent appetite, as of a famished person ; 
chiefly fig. 

1393 Gower Conf, III. 32 Of love the famine I fonde .. To 
fede, 1600 Dekker Fortunatus Wks. 1873 I. 169 The 
famine of base gold Hath made your soules to murders 
hands be sold. 1667 Mitton P, Z. 11. 847 Death Grinnd hor- 
rible a gastly smile, to hear His famine ghould be fill’d. 
1858 Mippieton Shelley I. xvii. 168 He..shall never cease 
thirsting, but, striving ever to quench his thirst . .shall only 
render it so much the more the famine of his nature. 

5. Comé.: a. simple attributive, as famzne-blight, 
-prices, -wolf; b. instrumental, as famzne-hollowed, 
-pinched ; tamine-bread, a species of lichen ( U- 
bilicaria arctica); famine-fever, (a) typhus; (¢) 
relapsing fever. 

1845 Mrs. Norton Child of Islands (1846) 111 *Famine- 
blights that swept from east to west. 1887 Eucycl. Brit. 
(ed. 9) XXII. 409 The so-called ‘ *famine-bread’ .. which 
has maintained the life of so many arctic travellers, 1876 
Ouiwa Winter City iii. 45 Is it not a *famine fever which 
never comes near a well-laden table? 1877 Roperts 
Handbk, Med. (ed. 3) 1, 132 Relapsing fever prevails gen- 
erally during periods of famine, and has hence been called 
famine-fever. 1822 Byron Werner 1. i. 119 This. .*famine- 
hollow’d brow, 1856 Kane Arct. Eafl. 11. xxi. 206 These 
*famine-pinched wanderers of the ice. 1856 Emerson Zxg. 
Traits, Wealth Wks. (Bohn) 11. 75 Bread rose to *famine- 
prices. 1891 all Mall G. 30 Sept. 7/1 Russia at present 
is. anxious to muzzle the “famine wolf, 

+ Famine, v. Ods. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. “ans. To distress with famine; to kill or sub- 
due with hunger; to starve. 

1520 Caxton's Chron, Eng. vi. 69 b/2 He was put in the 
castell Aungell, and was famyned to dethe. 1523 Lp. 
Berners /7oiss. 1, ccccviii. 711 The flemynges thought by 
this siege to famyne them within, 

2. intr. ‘To suffer, or die of, hunger; to starve. 

1553 Even 77eat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 31 For wante of 
vitayles and foode, they begonne to famyne. 1596 BELL 
Surv. Popery ut. x. 412 It grieueth him to behold others 
famine. 

Hence + Famined ///. a. Obs. vare. 

1622 H. Sypennam Serm. Sol. Occ. (1637) 178 Rather .. 


than sacrifice the remainder of a famin’d body to an hon- 
ourable death, 


Famish (fe'mif), v. Forms: 5-6 famyssh, 
(5 -ysch, 6 -esh, -eszsh, -ishe, -issh, -ysh), 6- 
famish. [alteration of FaMe v.”, after ybs. in -ISH. 
Cf, AFFAMISH.] 


FAMISHED. 


1. trans. To reduce to the extremities of famine 
and hunger; to starve. Also, + Zo famish away. 

a1400-50 Alexander 1496 Pare suld my folk for defaute 
be famyscht for euire. 1489 Caxton Hayes of A.M. ill. 96 
The other cartagiens that kepte the said townes .. were 
famysshed. 1493 /es/7val/ (W. de W. 1515) 100 Tytus laye 
so sore to the cyte that he famysshed theym. 1535 Cover- 
DALE Joel i. 20 The shepe are fameszshed awaye. 1593 
Suaks, 2 en. VJ, 1. iii. 175, I danc't attendance on his will 
Till Paris was besieg’d, famisht, and lost. 1659 B. Harris 
Parival’s Tron Age 91 Spinola before Breda..seeing no 
means to take it by force, resolved to famish it. «1790 
Burke /y, Rev. Wks. V. 250 The regicides whom he 
{Henry IV] hanged after he had famished Paris into a 
surrender, 1871 R, Exris Cad¢zllus xxi. 3 All... that shall 
ever in after years be famish’d. 

Jig. 1546 Supplic. of Poore Commons (E,E.T.S.)64 They 
would famysh the soules of the residue. c1645 HowkELi 
Lett. (1892) II. 379 Some Females .. to feed their Pride .. 
will famish Affection. ¢1766 Burkr 77acts Popery Laws 
Wks. 1842 II. 445 Whose quality it is to famish the pre- 
sent hours, 1817 SHELLEY P. A thanase 1. 38 ‘Those false 
opinions which the harsh rich use ‘To blind the world they 
famish for their pride. 

2. To kill with hunger, starve to death. Also, 
To famish to death. 

c1440 Bone Flor, 875 So longe logyd the sege there, ‘That 
they wythynne nere famysched were. @1533 Lp. BERNERS 
FTuon \. 169 He was nere famyshyd for lake of sustenaunce. 
a1649 Drumm. or Hawtu. Hist. Fas. 7, Wks. (1711) 5 
Robert..had famished to death the king’s brother David 
in the castle of Falkland. 1720 Dr For Cat. Singleton 
vii. 130 We were in a most dreadful apprehension of being 
famished to death. 1797 Mrs. Rapcurre Jtalian vii, 
Paulo bewailed the probability of their being famished. 

+b. To deprive (a person) of anything necessary 
to life. Obs. rare. 

1667 Mitton ?, ZL. xu. 78 Where thin Aire Above the 
Clouds will..famish him of Breath, if not of Bread. 

3. intr. a. To suffer the extremity of want of 
food; to be intensely hungry. Const. for. 

1535 CoveRDALE /sa. ix, 20 Yf a man do turne him to 
the right honde he shal famesh. 1607 SHAKs. Cov. 1. i. 5 
You are all resolu’d rather to dy then to famish. 1680 
Baxter Answ. Stilling//. \xxiii. 93 They.. reproach them 
as covetous that will rather beg than sin or famish. 1813 
SHeEttry Q. JZaé it. 104 Not one wretch Whose children 
famish..rears an arm. 1826 Disrae.i I’7y. Grey vi. i, One 
of the most hungry mortals that ever yet famished. 

Jig. 1844 Browninc Colombe's Birthday 1. Poems 1887 II. 
183 Sir Chynet, You famish for promotion. 

+b. To die of starvation, perish from want of 
food. Also, Zo famish with hunger. To famish 
a dog’s death. Obs. 

1530 Patscr. 545/1, I famysshe for honger, ze affame. 
1sst Crow.ey Pleas. § Pair: 260 If the pore famyshed 
for lacke of fode. 1607 SHaxs. 770n u. ii, gt Thou shalt 
famish a Dogges death, 1670 Mitton H7st. Eng. vy. (1851) 
217 A small lland where many of them famish’d. 1683 
Drypen Art. Poetry iv. 186 Now none famish who 
deserve to eat. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1, 118 They had 
all miserably famished with hunger. 

Hence >} Fa‘misher, one who famishes (sense 1) ; 
Fa'mishing vi/. 5)., Fa‘mishing ///. a. 

4553 BaLe Gardiner's De vera Obed. Bj, This hathe bena 
famysher of the Kinges souldiours. c1489 Caxton Sonnes 
of Aymon i, 21 It was imprenable but only by famyshynge. 
1786 Burke IH’. Hastings Wks. 1842 11. 126 Sundry docu- 
ments concerning the famishing. .of the women and children 
of the late sovereign. 1836 W. IrvinG Astoria I. 16 Their 
stomachs injured by occasional famishing. 1577 tr. Bycd- 
linger’s Decades (1592) 174 Darius .. shutteth vp Daniels 
enemies in the same denne, to bee torne in peeces by the 
famishing beastes. 1836 W. IrvinG Astorvia III. 77 The 
poor famishing wanderers. 


Famished (fe'mift), 3/7. a. [f. prec. +-ED1.] 
In senses of the vb. Also in comd., as famished- 
looking adj. 

a1450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 28 ‘The pore pepille .. lene 


and famisshed for hunger. 1591 Suaxs. 1 Hen. V/, 1. ii. 7 - 


The famisht English..Faintly besiege vs one houre in a 
moneth. «@ 1682 Sir T. Browne 77acfs 59 Poor and half 
famished fellows despised him. 1781 Gipson Decl, & F. 
ILI. 167 The famished host of Radagaisus was in its turn 
besieged. 1828 Miss Mitrorp l’7l/age Ser. ut. (1863) 467 
A long, lean, famished-looking boy. 1869 Freeman Norv, 
Cong. (1876) IIL. xii, 138 Some rode on famished horses. 

Jig. 1633 G. Herserr Temple, Longing i, With sick & 
famisht eyes..To thee my sighs..ascend. 1877 Bryant 
Poems, Third of November 1861 vi, Howling, Khe a wolf, 
flies the famished northern blast. 

Famishment (fce-mijmént). [f. 
as prec. + -MENT.] 

1. The state, condition, or process of being 
famished or starved; an instance of this, hungry 
appetite. Also +a means of starving. 

c1470 Harpinc Chron, xxiv. iii, For drede of famyshe- 
ment He treated with the duke Androgeus. 1563-87 Foxr 
A. & M. (1596) 66/2 Eugenia..was assailed with. .famish- 
ment in prison. 1611 SPEED //ist. Gt. Brit. 1x. i. § 29 Hee 
caused the Earle by famishment to yeelde vp his Fort. 
1667 Answ. West to North 13 The bane of Traffick, and 
the famishment of the poor Handicrafts-man. 1727-36 in 
Baitey, 1847 A. H. Croucu Poems §& Pr. Rem, (1869) I. 
279 The sky..in Ireland looks upon famishment and fever. 
1855 SinGLetTon Vire7/ II, 107 He with mad famishment, 
Three gullets opening snaps up that was thrown. 

+b. fig. Obs. 

1569 CrowLry Soph. Dr. Watson i, 206 Not to be per- 
taker of the mysticall supper at all, is a famishment and 
death. 16xo-11 J. Davies W7ttes Pilgrimage V ij b, Laugh 
and bee fatt, sith al you touch is gold, Though that foode 
your Soules famishment affordes, 


Vou. IV, 


Now rare. 
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+2. =FAmMINE I. Obs. 


1526 TInpDALE Lake iv. 25 Greate fammisshment was 
troughoute all the londe. 1587 N. I’. (Genev.) AZark xiii. 
8 Earthquakes..and famishementes and troubles. 

Famon, obs. f. of Forman, 

+ Famo'se, a. Ods. [ad. L. famds-us, f. fama 
(see FAME).] = Famous. 

1432-50 tr. //7gden (Rolls) 1.181 In whom grete Constantine 
erecte ij. famose chirches. ¢1449 Pecock epr. 1. v. 27 
Bicause such speche is famose in vce. c 1530 in Pol. Red. 
§ L. Poems (1866) 46 Famose poetys of antiquite. 1562 
Register of St. Andrews Kirk Session (1889) 1. 182 Befoyr 
ane curat and famos wytnes. 1581 Mutcaster Pos7tions 
xxvi. (1887) 103 ‘The famosest knight, of the fellowship. 
c1625 WHITELOCKE £70. Fam. (Camden) 13 A reader .. 
that was reputed the famosest in that language about the 
towne. 1727-36 in BaiLey. 

+ Famo'se, v. Ovs. exc. arch. Also6—7 famoze, 
7 famoize. [f. prec. adj.] =FAamous v. 1. 

1590 TartTon Vews Purgat, (1844) 53 That merrye Roscius 
-. that famosed all comedies so with his pleasant and ex- 
temporall invention, 1631 Wrever Axuc. Mun. Mon, 687 
The red crosse, by which Saint Georgé the Tutelar Saint 
of all Englishmen is famozed. ?1650 Don Bellianis 55 Our 
Prince, that is no lesse famosed then he, 1845 HatiiweLy 
Fairy Mythology p. viii, Robin Goodfellow was famosed 
in every old wives’ chronicle for his mad merry pranks. 

Hence + Famo'sed #//. a. Obs. 

1583 STaNynuRsT 4 éve7s in, (Arb.) 80 Possesseth Pyrrhus 
thee spouse of famosed Hector? 1600 TourNEuR 7rans/. 
Metamorph. \xv, This noble conquest made him famoized. 
1613 W. Browne 47/t, Past, 11. i. (1772) 27 The halcyon 
famosed For colours rare. 

+ Famo'sity. Ods. rare. [ad. F. famosité, 
ad. L. famositat-em ill fame, f. famosus, see Fa- 
MOSE a@.] Celebrity, notoriety, renown. 

1535 STEWART Cron. Scot, III. 110 Ane Williame of greit 
famositie. 1727-36 in BaiLEy 

|| Famo’so. vare—'. [It. famoso, ad. L. famosus 
see FAMOSE a.] A notorious person. 

1663 Flagellum ; or O. Cromwell (1672) 9 Fate .. had 
decreed..unhappy Birth of this Famoso, 

Famous (fei‘mos), a. Forms: 4-5 famows(e, 
4-6 famouse, 5 famus, 4— famous; superl. 6 
famoust, 6- famousest. See also Famosz. fa. 
AF. famous, OF. fameus (mod.F. fameux), ad. L. 
Jamos-us, f. fama: see FAME and -ous.]} 

1. Celebrated in fame or public report; much 
talked about, renowned. Const. for. Also 
+ famous of renown. 

a. of persons, their attributes, etc. 

?a1400 Morte Arth. 3304 Ffamows in fferre londis, and 
floure of alle kynges. c1450 S?, Cuthbert (Surtees) 6421 At 
mailros boisill’, a famus man. 1512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, ot 
His moste noble fadre of famouse memorye. 1589 PuTTEN- 
HAM Lng. Poesie 1. xix, (Arb,) 242 The famoust Queene 
that euer was. 1641 Mitton Reform. 1. (1851) 15 The 
..Councel of Niczea, the first and famousest of all the rest. 
1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. mi. 191 The.. old Stallion .. 
Famous in his Youth for Force and Speed. 1756-7 tr. 
Keysler's Trav. (1760) 111, 387 The body of this famous 
cardinal lies at Rome. 1832 W. Irvine Alhambra II. 154 
The famous Italian singer Farinelli. 1833 TENNYSON 
Blackbird 16 The melody That made thee famous once, 
when young. 

b. of things. 

¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W, 1440 Hipsiph. § Medea, This 
famous tresore. 14.. Epiph.in Tundale’s Vis. (1843) 103 
To see this ster most famows of renown. 1587 GoLDING 
De Mornay xxii. 338 There also was her famousest 
Temple. 1665 Maney Grotius’ Low C, Warres 255 Steene- 
berg, famous of old for a Harbour. 1674 Boye L-rced/. 
Theol. 1. iii. 83 The famous answer given by an excellent 
Philosopher. 1748 Anson's Voy. 1. ii. 16 This Island of 
Madera. .is famous. .for its excellent wines. 1782 CowrEr 
Gilpin 4 A train-band captain eke was he Of famous London 
town. 1850 M*Cosu Div. Govt. 1. i. (1874) 117 The three 
famous laws of Kepler., 1868 Q. Victoria Life Highl. 35 
The stream of which [the Tummel] is famous for salmon. 

+2. Of good repute, reputable. Sc. Ods. 

1555 in Balfour Practicks (1754) 145 Twa or thré of his 
nichtbouris, famous and unsuspect men. 1683 Act Fus- 
ticiary 8 Aug. in Wodrow Hist. Suff Ch. Scot. (1721) I. 
309 For proving of this, adduced several famous witnesses. 

+3. In a bad or neutral sense: Notorious. Ods. 
exc. arch. 

1388 Wycuir J7a/?, xxvii. 16 He hadde tho a famous man 
boundun, that was seid Barrabas. 1606 Suaxs. Ant. § CZ. 
I, iv. 48 Menacrates and Menas famous Pyrates. 1680 
Morven Geog. Rect. (1685) 452 That famous infamous 
English Rebel Stuckley. 1691 Tittotson Ser. 1 Fohn 
iv. 9 Sermons 1704 II. 460 The Death of the Cross. .was the 
Death of famous [Zater edd. infamous] Malefactours. _ 1728 
MorcGan Algiers I. iv. 160 The Infamously famous Count 
Julian. 1817 Copsert Ws. XXXII. 367 A famous false- 
hood, which has appeared in the Morning Post. 1837 
CartyLe Fr. Rev. (1872) 11. v. ii, 174 Make the name of 
Mountain famous infamous to all times and lands. 


+b. Of utterances, etc. ; after L. famosus: Li- 


bellous, slanderous. Ods. 

1843 in Balfour Practicks (1754) 537 That na maner of 
man mak, write, or imprent ony .. writingis .. famous or 
sclanderous to ony persoun..under the pane of death. 1589 
Putrennam Eng. Poesie 1. xxiv. (Arb.) 62 Vntrue and 
famous libels. 

+4. That is matter of common talk ; common, 
ordinary, usual. Ods. 

1828 PayneL Salerne’s Regi. Biv, Coler ynnaturall. .is 
called famous or notable: by reason hit is ofte engendred. 
1672 Baxter Bagshaw’s Scand. ii. 9 Analogous .. words .. 
are to be taken in the most common or famous sense. 1680 
Morven Geog. Rect. (1685) 43 Their mention is very fre- 





FAMULARY. 


quent and famous during the race of the French Kings of 
the Caroline Line. 1727-44 Lewis Pecocke 17 ‘Vaking the 
word freach in its most famous signification. 

5. Used (chiefly col/og.) as an emphatic expres- 
sion of approval; Excellent, grand, magnificent, 
splendid, ‘ capital’. 

1798 Soutury Battle Blenheim 36 ‘ But every body said’, 
quoth he, ‘That ‘twas a famous victory’. 1836 Backwoods 
of Canada 141 My Irish maid..soon roused up famous fires, 
and set the house in order. 1890 Spectator 6 Sept. 308/2 It 
is a famous place for a fair. 

+ Famous (féi'mas), v. Ods. exc. arch. 
also Famose v. [f. prec. adj.] 

1. trans. To make famous. +a. To render 
celebrated, earn celebrity for (0ds.). b. Of a writer, 
etc.: To celebrate (a7ch.). 

1590 LopGe Euphues’ Gold. Leg. in Halliwell Shaks. V1. 
1t To famous that house ..shewe thy resolution to be 
peremptorie. 1622 Peacnam Compl, Gentl. 74 The wooden 
dove of Archytas, so famoused.. by Agellius. 1633 Br. 
Hatt Hard Texts 508 This empire was famoused .. by an 
eminent King. 1691 Woop Azhk. Oxon. I. 465 Men.. 
worthily famoused on this side, and beyond the Sea. 1873 
LoweLL Among my Bhs, Ser. u. 306 The heroic uncle, 
whose deeds. . were properly famoused by the boy Homer. 

+2. To cause to be generally reputed for. Obs. 

1614-15 W. Browne /nner Temple Masque 26 From whose 
continuall store such pooles are fed, As in the land for seas 
are famoused. 1615 ‘IT. Apams Two Sonnes 75 Our eldest, 
whom we have famoused for our sole and entire heirs. 

Hence Fa‘moused ///. a.; Fa‘mousing vé/. sb. 

1606 Forp Honor Tri, (1843) 15 That famoused trophy. 
1607 RowLanps Famous Hist. 5 We toyl so much in other 
Nations praise, That we neglect the famousing of our own. 
1665 Sir T. Herpert 7rav. (1677) 50 Men famoused for 
vertue, 

Famously (f2i‘mosli), adv. [f. as prec. + -LY ?.] 

+1. In a famous or celebrated manner, re- 
nownedly. Ods. 

1879 FuLKe Confut. Sanders 670 Rome doeth set foorth 
the merites of Peter and Paule the more famously and 
solemnly. 1594 SHaks. Rich. [//, ui. iii. 1g This land was 
famously enrich’'d With politike graue Counsell. 1684 
Winstan.ey in Shaks. C. Praise 400 He became so famously 
witty. 1727-36 Baitey, Famously, renownedly. 

+2. In or by common talk ; commonly, openly. 
Also, in bad sense: Notoriously. Ods. 

1353 Even Treat. Newe Ind, (Arb.) 32 Molucca so 
famously spoken of for the great abundaunce of swete spices. 
1sgz Nasue Intercepting of Cert. Lett. G iij, [Stanny- 
hurst] had neuer been praisd by Gabriel for his labour, if 
therein hee had not bin so famously absurd. 1630 &. Fohn- 
son's Kingd. & Coniumw. 277 Which story is famously 
knowne in Cambridge. 1637 R. Humruery tr. St. dm- 
brose Pref., It notoriously appeareth, and famously to their 
eternall infamy brands the Papists. tyot Grew Cosy. 
Sacra 1. ii. § 32 They looked on the Particulars, as Things 
fampusly spoken of. 1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. £. [nd. 
II. xxxiv. 18 The Town is famously infamous for a Semi- 
nary of female Lewdness. 


+b. Publicly ; so that the fact may be widely 


known. Ods. 

1363-87 Foxe A. § MZ. (1684) 709/1 The said John Hus 
shall be famously deposed and degraded from his priestly 
Orders, ‘ ; 

3. collog. Excellently, splendidly, capitally. Cf. 


FAMOUS a. 5. 

1607 SHAks. Cor. 1. i. 37, I say vnto you what he hath 
done Famouslie, he did it to that end. 1671 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 544/4 The City of Argiers..is famously carved and 
painted in her stern, being a new stout Ship. 1746 in 
Leisure Hour (1880) 119, I had the terrible mortification of 
seeing a horse of Willy’s famously beat. 184: Lytton 
Nt. §& Morn. 1. i, Vve contrived it famously. 1858 Ramsay 
Remiin. v. (ed. 18) 119 We get on famously. 


Famousness (f2'masnés). [f. as prec. +-NESS.] 
The state of being famous. a. The fact or 
state of being well-known (oés.). b. Celebrity, 


renown. 

a. 1605 A. Wotton Answ. Pop. Articles 13 The per- 
petuall visibility, and famousnesse in the world, 1677 Cary 
Chrono. 1. 1. 1. vi. 16 The famousness and long continu- 
ance of the Annus Afgzabilis in civil use among them. 

b. 1548 Upatt, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke i. 27 Not by 
famousnesse of name, nor portlynesse of life. 1675 J. 
Smitu Chr. Relig. Appeal 1. 28 The future famousness of 
a Stage-Player, 1726-36 in Baiey. 1801 Mar. Epce- 
wortu Belinda vii, In point of famousness, ’'d sport my 
‘Random’ against all the books that ever were. . written. 
1873 Mrs. Wuitney Other Girls xvi. (1876) 212 She had 
taken in the housemaid and small-boy view of famousness. 

Famp (femp). Geo/. [Of unknown etymology ; 
originally dad, (north of England).] ‘An indurated 
wavy calcareous shale’ (Phillips) found among 
limestone rocks. Also attrzd., pled 

1836 Puitiirs Geol. Vorksh. 1. 28 On which is a ‘ famp’ 
bed. Zééd., Black beds intermixed with ‘famp’ and nodules 
of chert. 1873 Ure Dict. Arts I1. 325 Hamp is a siliceous 
bed, composed of very fine particles, 1881 RAyMoND 
Mining Gloss., Famp, Newe., soft, tough, thin shale beds. 

+Fample, v. Ols. rare—}. trans. Sense un- 
certain; in the context, To put (food) into a 
child’s mouth. el, 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 37 Hu muchel ha schule at eanes in his 
mud famplen nowéer to muchel ne to lutel. 

Famulary (fzemizlari), @. rare. [ad. L. 
famularis, . famulus servant: see -ARY.] Of 
or belonging to servants. 

1840 G. Raymonp in New Monthly Mag. LIX. 245 The 
famulary group was increased by sundry other servants. 
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See 


FAMULATE. 


+ Famulate, v. Ods—° [f. L. famulat- pp). 
stem of famulari, to be a servant, f. famulus 
servant.] ‘To serve’ (Cockeram 1623-6). 

+ Fa‘mulative, a. Os. vave—'.  [f. as prec. 
+-Ive.] Having the attribute of serving. 

1678 CupwortH /nted/. Syst. 45 By means whereof .. (as 
they pretend) the divine creative power is made too cheap 
..as being famulative alwaies to brutish. .lusts. 

Famuler, obs. f. of FAMILIAR. 

+ Famulist. Ods. [f. L. famul-us + -1sT. 

The genuineness of this word is very doubtful. In the 
Latin registers of Oxford colleges, the designation farzulus 
appended to a name meant sometimes one of the college 
servants (who used to be regularly matriculated) and some- 
times a poor student who entered college as a servant to 
another undergraduate. Most probably famu/ist is merely 
a blunder for this word; but it may possibly have been 
jocularly current as an anglicized form of it} 

1818 Topp s.v. Mamulate, The word Famulist is in use 
at Queen's College in Oxford for an inferior member of it, 
1846 in WorcesTer ; and in some later Dicts, 


| Famulo‘rum. [L. genitive pl. of famlus a 
servant.] ‘The name given to a prayer in the Mass 
for the Commemoration of the living, beginning 
‘Memento, Domine, famulorum famularumque 


tuarum’. 

¢ 1380? Wycur Eng. Wks, (1880) 134 Here special preiere, 
as famulorum & benefactorum, — Sel. Wks. III. 441 
pai say furst..one Famulorum saide of a frere is better ben 
a Pater noster. 1401 Pol, Poems (Rolls) 11. 104 Wel I wote 
that alle 3e gate never a peny, with the pater-noster, but 
with 3oure famulorum..3e gete many poundes. - 

| Famulus (femi/lis). Pl. famuli,  [L. 
fJamulus servant.] An attendant ; esf. on a scholar 


or a magician. 

1837 Cartyte Fy. Rev, (1872) III. m. iii, 112 The Magi- 
cian’s Famulus got hold of the forbidden Book, and sum- 
moned a goblin. 1852 THackeray Zsmond 1. v, Faithful 
little famuli see all and say nothing, 

Famy, obs. Sc. f. Foamy. 

+Fa‘mylous, a. Obs. rave. [ad. OF. fameit- 
leux, famelleus, {, L. fames hunger.] Famished, 
hungry, starved. 

c1475 Partenay 6258 To socour nedy and tho famylous. 

Fan (fen), sd.| Forms: a. 1 fann, (fon, 
Northumb, fonnee), 4-7 fann(e, 4- fan. £8. 5-7 
vanne, 7-van, [OF. fan, str. fem., ad. L. varze- 
us, fem., =senseta. Cf. F. van.] 

1. An instrument for winnowing grain. 

a. A basket of special form (also, earlier, a sort 
of wooden shovel) used for separating the com from 


the chaff by throwing it into the air, Ods. exc. Hest. 

a8o0 Corpus Gloss., Vanna, fon. cgs0 Lindisf. Gosp. 
Luke iii. 17 His fonnze veZ windzefonnz. c¢ 1000 Ags. Gosp. 
ibid., His fann ys on his handa, @ 1100 Gerefa in Anglia 
IX. 264 Fanna, trogas, zscena. c1386 Cuaucer AZiller’s 
7. 129 Strouted as a ffanne large and brode. c1440 Prom, 
Parv, 148 Fann to clense wythe corne, vannus. 1573 
‘Tusser //xsé, (1878) 35 Flaile, strawforke and rake, with a 
fan that is strong. 1616 Sure. & Markn. Country Farme 
88 The Corne scattered from the Fanne. 1654 ‘Trappe Com. 
Ps, xiii. 8 Chaff will get to the top of the Fan; when good 
Corn. .liethe at the bottom of the heap. 1718 Pore /diad 
v. 612 As when, on Ceres’ sacred floor, the swain Spreads 
the wide fan to clear the golden grain. 1875 JoweETT 
Plato (ed. 2) Il. 635 The grain shaken and winnowed by 
fans. 1889 Evvin Dict. Heraldry p. xlix, Winnowing-basket 
.-Fan or Vane. 

B. c 1450 Lat. Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 570 Capisteriunt, 
a vanne [ora Seve]. 1601 HoLttanp Pézny I1. 100 Rushes 
so big, that they will serue to make sieues, rangers, and 
vans. 1610 Heatry Vives’ Comm. St. Aug. Citie of God 
(1620) 239 There was also the Vanne, which is otherwise 
called the creele. 1725 Pore Odyss. xt. 158 A shepherd.. 
the Oar surveys, And names a Van. 1791 Cowrer Odyss. 
x1. 157 Who shall name The oar. .a van. 

b. Any kind of contrivance to blow away the 
chaff; a fanner; a fanning or winnowing-machine. 
c¢1669 Wortipce Syst. Agric. (1681) 325 A Fan is an 
instrument that by its motion artificially causeth Wind : 
useful in the Winnowing of Corn. 1677 Pror Oxfordsh. 
259 They..do it..with the fan at home, I mean the leaved 
fan ; for the knee fan. .[is] not in use amongst them. . But the 
wheel fan saves a mans labor. 1707 Mortimer /7/7sé. viii. 
117 For the cleansing of Corn..is commonly made use of.. 
a Fan with Sails, 1768 Sfecif, of Meikle §& Mackell’s 
Patent No. 896 A fan to blow out the gross chaff [in a 
grain dressing machine]. 1836 Hesert Engineer's Encycl. 
I. 489 Han ..a rotative blowing machine, consisting of 
vanes turning upon an axis, used for winnowing corn. 


ec. transf. and fig. Sometimes with allusion to_ 


Matt. ili. 12. 

1559 I. Bryce in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) I. 172 When 
William Nicoll..Was tryed with their fiery fan. 1570-6 
Lamparpe Peramb. Kent (1826) 7o The fire and fan 
of iudgment and discretion. 1606 SHAKs. 77 & Cr 1. 
iii. 27 Distinction with a lowd and powrefull fan, Puffing 
at all, winnowes the light away. 1612 1. TAayLtor Comm. 
Titus i, 15 He hath sought to purge his floore by sundr 
fannes of afflictions. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. vy. 269 te with 
quick Fann Winnows the buxom Air. 

+d. Applied to things resembling a winnowing 
fan (sense I a) in shape (see quots.). Ods. 

In the Chaucer passage the word is commonly supposed 
to mean ‘ quintain’. 

1386 CHaucer Manciple’s Prol. 42 Now sweete sire, 
wol ye Iusten atte ffan. ?a@ 1500 tr. Vegetius in Promp. 
Parv, 148 Olde werriours were wont to iuste with fannes, 
and pley with the pil, or the pale. /dzd., [Young soldiers 
ought to have] a shelde made of twigges sumwhat rounde, 
in maner of a gredryn, the whiche is cleped a fanne. 
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e. (See quot.; =Fanruu). dial. 

1863 Morton Cycl. Agric. Gloss., Fan (Camb.) of chaff, 
3 heaped bushels. 

+2. An instrument for blowing a fire ; 7/2. and fig. 

1530 Patscr. 218/2 Fanne to blowe with, estov///on. 1594 
Hooker £ccl. Pol, Pref. 10 The contradiction of others 
is a fanne to inflame that love. 

8. An instrument for agitating the air, to cool the 
face, etc. with an artificial breeze. a. A fan to be 
held in the hand. 


A common kind, and the one always referred to in trans- 
ferred senses relating to shape, is constructed so as to 
admit of being folded up in small compass, its form when 
unfolded being that of a sector of a circle. 

sss Epen Decades 154 A fanne of golde and an Idole. 1599 
B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. um. ii, For the least feather in 
her bounteous fan. 1641 ‘SmecTymMNuuS’ Axszw. § 2 (1653) 5 
Their daughters walking in Cheapeside with their fannes 
and farthingales. 1727 Swirr Gudliver u. v. 139 The 
ladies gave mea gale with their fans. 1760-72 tr. Fuan 
§ Ulloa's Voy. (ed. 3) 1. 32 Fans..made of a very thin kind 
of palm in the form of a crescent, having a;stick of the 
same wood in the middle. 1837 Dickens Pichw. ii, The 
widow dropped her fan. 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. 
Ningd. (ed. 4) 307 The posterior pair [of wings] are folded 
up lengthways like a fan, 1850 Layarp Wineveh xiii. 325 
Two eunuchs holding fans over the head of the monarch. 

+b. =PunkaH. Obs. 

1696 tr. Du Mont’s Voy. Levant 133 Fans..hung at the 


 Ceiling..There is also a small silken cord fasten’d to it, 


and drawn thro’ a Hole into the Anti-Chamber, where a 
Servant is placed to keep the Machine playing. ‘These 
Fans are usually hung over a Couch, or Bed. 

4. poet. Awing. [? After It. vaznz pl.] 

a, 1640 FULLER Foseph's Coat (1867) 238 The shame-faced 
birds..Did hold their other fan before their eye. 1700 
Dryven Fadles, Cock & Fox 770 Then stretch’d his feather’d 
fans with all his might. 1818 Keats Ldy7, 1. 764 The 
fans Of careless butterflies. 

B. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 927 His Sail-broad Vannes He 
spreads for flight. 1791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 1. 163 You 
{Sylphs] .. the airy surge, Mix with broad vans, 1816 
Worpsw. Poems Sentim. & Reflect. xxv, Ravens spread 
their plumy vans. 1830'TeNNyson Love § Death 8 Love 
..spread his sheeny vans for flight. 

5. Anything spread out in the shape of a fan 
(sense 3.2); e.g. a leaf, the tail of a bird, the delta 
at the mouth of a river, fan-like tracery in a roof, 

1599 ‘I. Mfourrr] Si/kwormes 3 ‘Then fig-tree fannes 
uppon their shame they wore. 1692 R. L’Estrance /adles 
ccexxxiv. 204 The Peacock spreads his Tail, and Challenges 
the Other, to shew him such a Fan of Feathers, 1807 
Soutney Fsfriella’s Lett. 1. 142 On the upper story live 
peacocks are spreading their fans. 1815 RickmMaN in 
Smith's Panorama Sc. & Art 1, 163 ‘The squares were 
filled with fans, &c. of small tracery. 1856 Miss Mutock 
¥. Halifax i. 6 Vhe large brown fan of a horse-chestnut 
leaf. 1871 Tynpati /ragm. Sc. (1879) 1. vi. 211 A fan of 
beams, issuing from the hidden sun, was spread out. 1879 
Sir G. Scorr Lect. Archit. IL. 218 The interstices between 
the fans are filled up in various ways. 1883 Dazly News 
25 June 2/1, I..detect a strain of the tendon in the fan of 
the off fore-heel. 1884 Dawson in Le/sure Hour Aug. 492/t 
A great mass of similar matter was projected from it in a 
fan or delta. 

B. x82x Joanna Bair A7et. Leg., Calum xvi, As the 
deep vans [of the palm leaf] fall and rise. 

b. = kan-light. 

1844 Avs. Smirn Adv, Mr. Ledbury xxviii. (1886) 85 

There was a light over the fan of the door. 
e. Organ-building (see quot.). 

1880 Hopkins in Grove Dict. AJus. II. 598 s.v. Organ, 
A long arm of iron, called a fan, extending horizontally in 
front of the vertical draw-rods. 

6. A rotating apparatus (analogous to the later 
forms of winnowing fan: see 1 b) usually consisting 
of an axle or spindle, with arms bearing flat or 
curved blades: a, for producing a current of air 
as a means of ventilation, etc. 

1835 Ure Philos, Manu/. 380 The effect of one of Fairbairn 
and Lillie’s four-guinea fans upon a large factory is truly 
admirable. 1854 RonaLtps & Ricuarpson Chem. Technol. 
(ed. 2) I. 314 A fan, by which heated and compressed air could 
be supplied to theash-pit. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene 
(ed. 3) 131 A powerful fan is used to drive air into some of 
the wards. 1881 Raymonp A/ining Gloss., Fan, arevolving 
machine, to blow air into a mine (pressure-fan). .or to draw 
it out (suction-fan). 

b. for regulating the throttle-valve of a steam- 
engine. Also called far-governor. 

1887 Ewinc in Excycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XXII. 509 The Allen 
governor. .has a fan directly geared to the engine. 

e. in a windmill (see quot.). 

1825 J. NicHotson Oferat. Mechanic Gloss. 776 Fan, small 
vanes or Sails to receive the impulse of the wind, and..to 
keep the large sails of a smock wind-mill always in the 
direction of the wind. 1874 in Knicut Dict. Mech. 

d. (see quot.) ; also fan-/ly. 

1825 J. NicHotson Oferat. Mechanic Gloss. 776 Fan..an 

instrument. .to decrease speed by its action on the air. 
e. Soap-manuf. (see quot.). 

1885 CARPENTER Manuf. Soap vi. 158 An important 
adjunct to a soap-copper. .for preventing the contents from 
boiling over. .is called a fan, and..it consists essentially of 
a rotating paddle, whose blades just touch the top of the 
boiling mass. 

7. a. The flukes or lobes of the whale’s tail. b. 
Naut. The screw used in propelling vessels; a 
single blade of the same. Also a/trid. in ¢zvo-fan. 
ce. Angling. A similar apparatus on spinning-bait. 

1785 Specif. of Bramah’s Patent No. 1478 Fig. 25. A is 
a wheel..made with fans on its extremity like the water 
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wheel of a mill..The fans will then act as oars and force 
the ship forward. 1859 J. S. MansrFircp in Mere, Marine 
Mag. (1860) VII. 15 Her engines .. worked a two-fan 
screw. bid, 17 The Prince was supplied with a three- 
bladed fan. 1867 F. Francis Angling iv. (1880) 120 The 
other end of the brass [of the spinning bait] has fixed 
on it a pair of wings or fans, on the Archimedean screw 
principle. : 

+8. Confused with Fane so.l, VanE. a. A 


pennon, b, A weathercock. Odés. 

c1375 Barsour 77oy-bk. 1, 229 With fannys ande ban- 
neres wpone hight Aboue standande. ¢ 1475 Voc. in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 805 A/c cherucus, a fanne (cf. Promp. Parv. 148 
Fane of a stepylle, cherucus]. 1650 B. Discolliminium 49 
A red high-crown’d Cap on his head, with..a Fan or 
weather-cock on the top of it. : 

+9. The motion of the air caused by or as 
by a fan. Ods. (Properly a distinct word; f. the 
vb.] 

1606 SHAKS, 7”. § Cr. Vv. iii. 4t The captiue Grecian fals 
Euen in the fanne and winde of your faire Sword. 

10. attrib, and Comé, a. simple attributive (sense 
3), as fan-exercise, -form, -stick (whence fanstick- 
maker), -wind; fan-like, -wise adj. and ady. ; fan- 
Jashion ady.; (sense 6)as fan-blast, -blower, -house, 
-shaft, -ventilator, -wheel. b. attributive in the 
sense of resembling a fan in shape, as fan-coral, 
-crest, -hoop, -jet, -shell, @. objective, as fan- 
bearer, -maker, -painter, -painting, -tearer; fan- 
bearing adj. d. parasynthetic and similative, as 
fan-crested, -leaved, -nerved, -pleated, -shaped, 
-veined adjs. 

a. 1875 Encycl. Brit. U1. 552 *Fan blast machines are 
frequently employed..to urge the fire of steam_ boilers. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Fan-blower, a blower in which 
a series of vanes fixed on a rotating shaft creates a blast of 
air. 1867 Ouipa C. Castlemaine (1879) 2 Practising the 
*Fan exercise. 7853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxv. (1856) 319 
This expanded, *fan-fashion, as it rose. 1871 Figure 
Training 110 The toes..spread widely, and in “fan form, 
out. 1888 Pall Mall G. 26 Jan. 7/1 The *fanhouse was 
partly destroyed. 1816 Sourney Poet’s Pilgrimage iW. 46 
Where loftiest trees High o'er the grove their *fan-like 
foliage rear, 1836 Topp Cyc?. Anat, I. 688/1 The arms.. 
are separated one from the other, fan-like. 1875 Ure 
Dict. Arts 111. 1069 The fan is driven by a small. .engine 
K, connected to a crank on the end of the *fan-shaft B. 
1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2149/4 ‘Two *Fan-sticks, Carved 
curiously with hollow work. 1761 Gentl. Mag. XXX1. 498 
The ladies began to count their fan sticks. 1723 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 6170/9 Edward Bunn. .*Fan-Stick-maker. 1874 KniGHT 
Dict. Mech., *Fan-ventilator. 1842 Branpe Dict. Sc. 
s.v. Fan, The force of the current created by the *fan 
wheel. 1578 Banister //7st, AZan vu. 94 A *“fanwynde 
to the hart, to coole the same. 1882 TI, Foster in Proctor 
Nature Studies 55 Feathers radiating *fanwise from each 
of the fore-limbs. /é7d. 56 The fan-wise and rounded 
arrangement of the wing-feathers. 

b. 1806 Gazetteer Scot. (ed. 2) 178 Great quantities of 
sponge and *fan-coral are annually thrown ashore. 1881 
Rep. Geol. Expl. N. Zealand e This fan-coral bed. 1883 
Mottett Dict. Art,* Fan-crest Her. , an early form of decora- 
tion for the knightly helm. 1756 CowrEer Connofsseur 
exxxiv, Mrs. Mayoress .. came sidling after him in an 
enormous *fan-hoop, 1884 Knicur Dict. ATech. IV, 326 
*Fan-zet, a form of nozzle for watering-pots and engines 
having a fan or spoon shaped lip. 

ec. 1877 A. B. Epwarpvs Uf Nile viii. 205 The King, 
attended by his *fan-bearers, returns in state. 1596 Dray- 
t0N Mortimeriados TY j, No Apish *fan-bearing Hermophra- 
dite. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4781/3 Mr. Lewis Fortin, 
*Fanmaker. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fan-maker, 
a manufacturer of ladies’ fans. Fan and Sky-light Maker, 
a manufacturer of semi-circular windows and glazed roofs. 
1723 Lond. Gaz, No, 6188/10 John Gibbons. .* Fan-Painter. 
ae70 Encycl. Brit, (ed. 9) 1X. 28 Rosalba Carriera was. . 
a fan painter of celebrity in the 17th century. /é/d., Cano 
de Arevalo..devoted himself to *fan painting. 1695 CipBeR 
Love's Last Shift 11, An eternal *Fan-tearer, and a constant 
Persecutor of Womankind. 

. 1799 Barton, Fragu. Nat. Hist. Pennsylu.2 Mergus 
cucullatus *Fan-crested-Duck. 1834 CauNnTER Ovient. 
Ann. v. 85 The *fan-leaved palm. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 

Fan-nerved, having the nerves radiating like a fan from 
one point as in some leaves and insects’ wings. 1892 PadZ 
Mall G. 19 May 1/3 *Fan-pleated bows of lace. 19776 
Witnerine Brit. Plants (1796) IV. 337 Grows exactly like 
the Boletus versicolor..*Fan-shaped; scarcely 4 an inch 
diameter. 1807 Britton Architect. Antig. 1. (King’s 
Coll. Chapel) 8 They appear in the fan-shaped tracery, or 
groining of the inner surface. 1850 LyELL end Visit U.S. 
II. 134 ‘The swamp palmetto. .raises its fan-shaped leaves. 
1866 7'reas. Bot. s. v.. *Fan-veined, when the veins or ribs 
are disposed like those of a fan. 

11. Special comb,:; fan-banner, a fan-shaped 
banner; fan-bonnet, a bonnet so called from its 
shape; fan-fly = Fan 5d. 6d; fan-forge (see 
quot.); fan-frame (see quot.); fan-governor 
(see Fan sd. 6b); fan-groining, 47ch. = fan- 
tracery; fan-mount [=Fr. monture d’éventail), 
the frame upon which a fan is mounted; fan- 
palm, a name applied to palms having fan-shaped 
leaves 3 fan-plant, the palmetto ; fan-print, a de- 
sign printed upon a fan; fan-shade, a shade for 
a lamp, etc., in form like a circular fan; fan- 
steam-engine (see quot.); fan-tracery, Arch. 
(see quot. 1842); fan-training, Horticulture, a 
method of training fruit trees on a trellis or wall, 
in the form of a fan ; so fan-trained a.; fan-tree, 
(a) =fan-palm ; (6) a tree spread out in the form 
of a fan (in quot. a¢tvzd.); fan-vaulting = fan- 


FAN, 


tracery ; fan-window (see quot.); fan-work = 
fan-tracery. Also FAN-LIGHT, FAN-TAIL. 

1835 Wituis Pexcillings 1. xviii. 128 The immense *fan- 
banners of peacocks’ feathers. 1774 West. Mag. V1. 
484 Black *Fan Bonnets. 1868 Denison Clocks & Watches 
(ed. 5) 28 The simplest of all the methods of regulating the 
velocity of the train..is the *fan-fly. 1884 Knicur Dicé. 
Mech. WV. 326 *Fan-forge a transportable form of forge 
and fan. 1884 /neycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XVII. 834 The *fan- 
frame [of an organ] is a set of backfalls having one set of 
ends close together, usually corresponding to the keys; 
the other ends are spread widely apart. 1881 C. A. 
Epwarps Orgazs 71 The communication. .effected by.. 
the fan-frame movement. 1879 Sir G. Scorr Lect. 
Archit. I. 222 *Fan groining [is] itself a purely English 
invention. 1753 Scots MZag. May 215/1 So inconsiderable 
an implement as a *fan-mount. 1865 Browninc Poesns 
I, 22 To carry pure death in..afan-mount. 1820 'T. Green 
Universal Herbal 1. 284/2 Chamerops Humilis. Dwarf 
*Fan Palm. 1839 Mary Howitr [Humming-bird 12 They 
flit about..through the fan palm tree. 1840 F. D. Ben- 
nett Whaling Voy. Il. 345 Corypha umbraculifera.. 
Fan Palm. .It resembles the common Fan Palm. or Palmyra, 
of the East Indies. 1885 Lavy Brassey 7he Trades 177 
It is sometimes called the fan-palm, because travellers use 
the leaves as fans. 1884 Mrs: Houston Vacht Voy. Texas 
Il. rr Frequent tufts of the *fan-plant; as it is here called. 
1860 FairHotr Costume (ed. 2) s.v. Man, I have some 
*fan-prints of various similar subjects. 1867 J. Hoce Microsc. 
I. iit. 160 One of the old-fashioned *fan-shades will be found 
useful. 1874 KniGur Dict, Mech., *Fan-Steam-engine. 
The action of this steam is the inverse of that of the fan. 
The outer annular casing. .discharges [steam] from its inner 
surface in tangential jets upon the scoop-shaped blades 
which are attached to a rotating shaft. 1815 RickMAN in 
F. Smith's Panorama Sci. & Art, 164 We now come toa 
new and most delicate description of roof, that of */av- 
tracery. 1842 Bioxuam Gothic Architecture 196 A very 
rich and peculiar description of vaulting is one composed 
of pendant semi-cones covered with feliated panel-work, 
called fax-trace*y. 1871 Rosinson Loudon’s Horticul- 
turist viii. 325 “Fan-training is chiefly adapted for trees 
trained against walls. 1880 S. Woop Tree Pruner 5 A 
well-developed *fan-trained Peach-tree. 1835 BrowNinG 
Paracelsus vy. 138 Light strippings from the *fan-trees. 
1846 Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) Il. 379 The fruit- 
tree method [of pruning] in which the plant is spread out 
in the fan-tree manner. 1835 R. Wittis Archit. Middle 
Ages 83 This appears to be the first step towards *fan- 
vaulting. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *fan-window(Arch.), 
a semicircular window with radial sash. 1801 Beanties 
Eng. & Wales \. 48 The vast arched roof..with its volumi- 
nous stones displaying all the elegance of *fan-work. 1833 
W. Barnes Geut. Mag. Lib. Topog. U1. (1893) 314 Four 
fan-work groins. 


+Fan, sJ.2 Ols. In 7 fann, phan. 
abbreviation of FANATIC. 

1682 New News from Bedlam 13 The Loyal Phans to 
abuse. Jbid. 40 To be here Nurs’d up, Loyal Fanns to 
defame, And damn all Dissenters on purpose for gain. 

Fan (fen), v. Forms: 1 famnian, 4-5 sovth. 
dial, vannien, vanne, 6 fane, 6-7 fann(e, (7 
phan), 5-fan. [f. Fan sd.l Cf. F. vanner.] 

1. trans. To winnow (corn, etc.). Also fig. 

c1000 Liber Scint, 1x. (1889) 186 Na fanna[L. venxtiles] pu 
Fe on zlcum winde. 1340 Aye, 139 Oure lhord ssel uanni 
his corn ate daye of dome. cx1440 Promp. Parv. 149 Fanne 
corne, or ober lyke, vanwo. 1523 Lp. Berners /’voiss. 1, 
ccclxxxi. 640 Their tenantes ought..to bring home theyr 
cornes, and some to threshe and to fanne. 1631 GouGE 
God's Arrows i. § 15. 21 Men when they fan their corne 
cannot do it so thorowly cleane. 1853 Soyer Pantroph. 42 
They take white oats..they are fanned, cleaned, and car- 
ried to a mill, 1884 C. H. Farnnam in Harfger's Mag. 
Feb. 400/2 We. .fan grain. 

absol. 15.. How Plowman lerned Paternoster in Hazl. 
EE. P, P.\, 218 He coude eke sowe and holde a plowe.. 
Thresshe, fane, [etc.]. 
jig. x61x Suaxs. Cymb, 1. vi. 177 The loue I beare him, 
Made me to fan you thus. 1612 T, Tayvtor Comm. Titus 
i. 15 Let vs then..fanne ourselues. 1671 FLAvEL /ount. 
Life xiii. 38 Satan will fan thee not to get out thy 
Chaff. 

b. To winnow away (chaff); to drive away or 


A jocular 


scatter like chaff. Chiefly with away, out. Jit. 
and jig. 
c1430 Two Cookery-bks. 7 Pan fan owt pe holys. 1639 


AinswortuH Aznzol, Ps. cvi. 27 Vo sell their seed among 
the heathens, and to fan them inthe land. 1641 SANDERSON 
Serm. V1, 11 ‘They may fan away the chaff from the wheat. 
1644 H. Parker ¥us Pop. 67 Phanning out of our way 
such advantages as the Royalists may seem to lay hold of. 
1653 Mitton Ps. i. 11 As chaff, which, fanned, The wind 
drives, so the wicked shall not stand In judgement. 1818 
Keats Endy. 1. 818 To fan And winnow from the coming 
step of time All chaff of custom. 
ec. To sweep away as by the wind from a fan. 

1820 Scotr A déot ii, To fan the flies from my ladie’s face 
while she sleeps, 1821 Crare Vill, Minstr. 1. 29 Fanning 
the sere leaf far upon the leas. 1872 Biack Adv. Phaeton 
xxx. 397 You could have fanned her out of the way witha 
butterfly’s wing. 

2. intr. +'To make a fan-like movement ; to flap. 
+ Of a bird: To flutter. Of the wind: To blow. 
Now rare. 

cx1325 E. E. Allit. P. B. 457 [Pe rauen] fongez to pe fly3t, 
& fannez on pe wyndez. c1400 Maunvev. (Roxb.) vii. 25 
pe fewle.. fannez with his wenges ay till be forsaid thinges 

e sett on fire. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 202 b, 
With her wynges she fanneth..vnto she haue kyndled in 
them fyre. 1599 Suaxs, /V7en. V, tv. i, 212 Fanning in his 
face with a Peacocks feather. 1671 R. Bonun Disc. Wind 
99 They [winds] begin insensibly to fanne, and agitate the 
Air. 1699 Dampier Voy. IL. 11. 27 These Sea-Breezes do 
commonly rise in the Morning..in half an Hour’s time. . 
it fans pretty briskly, 1889 ‘Mark Twain’ Yankee at 





49 


Crt. K. Arthur 1. 67 To feel the cold uncanny night 
breezes fan through the place. 

b. To be wafted gently along; to move as by 
a gentle beating of the wings. rare. 

1622 WITHER Misty. Philar. (1633) 629 Such Downe As in 
time of Molting, fanns From the breasts of silver Swanns. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. ix. (1856) 66 We managed to fan 
along at a rate of two knots an hour. 1874 Jouns Brit. 
Birds 52 The Barn Owl..fans its way onwards with its 
down-fringed wings. 

3. trans. To move or drive (the air) with a fan. 
Const. dat., also i, upon. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom. 1\xxxvii. 408 (Add. MS.) [The ape] toke vp 
the clothes, and fanned hem wynde. 1594 Martowe & NasHe 
Dido ww. iv, Cupids hover in the Air, And fan it in Aeneas 
lovely face! 1633 Eart Mancu. AZ Mondo (1636) 26 Breath, 
which nature fannes upon it for a while. 1801 SouTHEY 
Thalaba w. xv, The birds of heaven. .fann’d around him 
The motionless air of noon. 

b. To move like a fan; to wave. arch. 

1637 Mitton Lycidas 40 The willows. .Shall now no more 
be seen, Fanning their joyous leaves to thy soft lays. 1740 
Dyer Ruins Rome 374 The gourd and olive fan Their 
am’rous foliage. 

4. To drive a current of air upon, with or as 
with a fan: a. with the object or effect of cooling. 
Also 7o fan into (slumber). 

1605 Suaks. JZacé, 1. ii. 50 The Norweyan Banners flowt 
the skie, And fanne our people cold. 1653 H. Cocan tr. 
Pinto's Trav. viii. 23 He made one of his followers to fan 
ine with a ventilow for to refresh me. 1711 STEELE Sect. 
No. 80 P 3 Fanned into Slumbers by successive Hands of 
them [Slaves]. 1725 Berxetey Proposal Wks. III. 221 
The air in Bermuda is perpetually fanned and kept cool 
by sea-breezes. 182x Keats /sabed xxvii, Where Arno’s 
stream..still doth fan Itself with dancing bulrush. 1832 
Tennyson Lledénorve 9 Thy bounteous forehead was not 
fann’d With breezes from our oaken glades, 1863 Mrs. 
Ouieuant Doctor's Fam., Mrs. Fred..took up her hand- 
kerchief and. . began to fan her. .cheeks. - 

b. with the object or result of kindling a flame ; 
chiefly fg. Const. to, to. 

1607 SHAKS. Cov. 1. iii, 127 Let..Your Enemies, with 
nodding of their Plumes Fan you into dispaire. 1649 Jer. 
Taytor Gt. Exemp. u. Ad. Sec. xi. 27 (Prayer) A coale 
from thy altar fann’d with the wings of the holy Dove. 
1709 W. Kine Ovid's Art of Love xiv. 67 By slow Degrees 
he fans the gentle Fire. 1821 Snetiey //ed/as 60 Its un- 
wearied wings could fan The quenchless ashes of Milan. 
1828-40 TytLer Hist. Scot. (1864) I. 146 He [Edward II] 
employed his ambassadors..to fan the dissensions between 
them. a@1859 Macauray “ist. Eng. V. 102 His almost 
imperceptible spark of life had been..fanned into a.. 
flickering flame. 1887 C. C, Asporr Waste-Land Wand. 
iv. 96 The little fire..was fanned by a passing breeze to a 
lively flame. 

5. Of a breeze, etc. : To blow gently and refresh- 
ingly upon, as if driven by a fan; to cool ; rarely 
of a person: To breathe upon. 

1sgo Suaxs. Mids. N. mt. it. 142 High Taurus snow, 
Fan'd with the Easterne winde. 1605 7xyad/ Chev. v. i. in 
Bullen O. Pé. (1884) III. 339 The coole winds have fand 
the burning Sunne. 1635 A. Srarrorp em. Glory (1869) 
15 Only Zephirus was let loose to fanne the Pinke. 1668 
Cuvrerrer & Cote Barthol, Anat, u. i. 316 The heat of 
the parts is fanned, cooled andtempered. 1704 Pore Wind- 
sor For. 194 Pants on her neck, and fans her parting 
hair. 1798 Cotertpce Amc. Mar, v1. xii, It fanned my 
cheek Like a meadow-gale of spring. 1812 J. Wuitson 
Isle of Palms 1. 11 ‘The sea, I ween, cannot be fann’d 
By evening freshness. 1862 Merivate Rom. Enip. (1865) 
IV. xxxiv. 149 Terraces, fanned by cool breezes from the sea. 


6. To spread out like a fan. a. trans. Naut. To 
widen. Also, 70 fan out (see quot. 1871). b. ztr. 
for refi. To faz out: to expand in rays. rare. 


Also fig. (U.S.) To make a display. 

a. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fanning, the techni- 
cal phrase for breadthening the after part of the tops. Also, 
widening in general. 1871 Amer. Encycl. Printing, Fan- 
ning Out..spreading out the upper part of the paper some- 
what in the resemblance of a fan. ae ; 

b. 1592 R. D. Hypnuerotomachia 11 A prodigious winged 
horse. .his wings fanning out. 1860 BartLetr Dict, Amer, 
To Fan out, to make a show at an examination. 1861 
Tuornsury Turner 1. 314 What Orient splendour of colour, 
fanning out far beyond towards Ithaca. 

7. slang. a. trans. To beat; to rate soundly. 
b. To feel, handle. 

1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue s.v., 1 fanned him sweetly, 
I beat him heartily. 1862 Maynew Lond. Labour (ed. 2) 
IV. 319 Joe..had fanned the gentleman’s pocket, i.e. had 
felt the pocket and knew there was a_ handkerchief. 
1887 Tristram in Lug. [llust. Mag, Dec. 228  Fan- 
ning them, which in the tongue of coachmen, is whipping 
them. 

Fan, irregular pa. t. of FINE, to end. 

Fan, obs. and dial. var. of FAWN z. 

+Fa‘nacle. Os. rare—!. [App. meant for a 
dim. of L. fam Fant.) A small temple, shrine. 

1594 W. Percy Coedia (1877) 17 One day I went to Venus 
Fanacle, 

+ Fanal (fzinal). Ods. exc. arch. Also 6 fanell, 
9 phanal. [a. Fr. fanal, It. fanale, med.L. fanale, 
Janalis, {. Gr. pavés lantern, f. pav- stem of paivey 
to show.] a. A beacon, a lighthouse. b. A 
(ship’s) lantern, 

1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. wy. in Ashm. (1652) 147 As 
shyneyng fanells. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Bionde’s Eromena 
go Seeing her with three fanals or lanthornes. 1766 Smot- 
Lett Zvav. 133 On the right hand..there is an elegant 
fanal or light house, 1848 Browninc Sorded/o iv. 395 He 
flashes lie a phanal,—all men catch The flame ! 


t 





FANATICAL. 


| Fanam (fynam). Also 6 fanan, -on, 9 
fanom. [Corruption of Malayalam and ‘Tamil 
panam, f. Skr. pana wealth.] A small coin, for- 
merly the usual money of account in South India. 

No longer used in British India; in some native states 
gold and silver fanams are still current ; in Travancore the 
former is worth 4 and the latter + of a rupee. 

{z5r0 VARTHEMA /¢zz. in Ramusio Navzg. (1588) I. 159 b, 
Batte anchora moneta d’argento chiamato fanon.] 1855 
Epen Decades 233 This Fanan, is also a kynde of money 
which is in value, one ryale of syluer. 1704 Collect. Voy. 
(Church.) III. 822/2 A Fanam is only 5. tho they have 
Golden and Silver Fanams. 1792 Garrow in Phil. Trans. 
LXXXVIII. 409 The stone is..paid for at the Pollam, in 
the gold fanam. 1803 WettincTon in Gurw. Desf. I. 452 
Their pay shall be a gold fanam for every day they do not 
work, and two gold fanams for every day they do. 1883 
S. Mateer Gospel i S. India 148 A woman has given 100 
fanams to provide two good globe lamps. 

Fanatic (fane'tik), a and sé. Forms: a. 6 
fanatike, 6-8 -ick(e, 7 -ique, 7— fanatic. B. 6 
phanatik, 6-8 -ic(k, 7 -ique. [ad. L. fandtic-us, 
f, fanum temple: see -atic. Cf. Fr. fanatique.} 

A. adj. 

+ 1. Of an action or speech: Such as might result 
from possession by a deity or demon; frantic, 
furious. Ofa person: Frenzied, mad. Ods. 

1533, BeLLeNDEN Livy tv. ee) 356 This uncouth and 
terribil buschement..ruschit..with phanatik and wod cours 
on thare inemyis. ¢1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) 
I. 71 Such fanatike and fond observations, 1626 MinsHeu 
Ductor (ed, 2), Fanatick, mad, franticke, also inspired with a 
prophetical furie. 1634 Sir T. Herpert 7 av, (1638) 221 
Some think..the torryd Zone, the fierie sword ; and such 
other fanatick fancies. 164r Baker Chrox, 148 A fanatick 
fellow..gave forth, that himselfe was the true Edward. 1655- 
60 Stantey Hist. Philos. (1701) 494/2 Persons Divinely 
inspired, and Fanatick. 1721-1800 in Bal.ey. 

+b. Comb. 

1603 CuertLte Eng. Mourn. Garment in Harl. Mise. 
(1793) 202 They are. . proud, fanatick-spirited counterfeits. 

2. Of persons, their actions, attributes, etc. : 
Characterized, influenced, or prompted by excessive 
and mistaken enthusiasm, esf. in religious matters. 

1647 Crarenpon Hist. Keb. 1v. (1702) I. 266 The Lord 
Mayor. . Opposing all their Fanatick humours..grew to be 
reckon'd in the First Form of the Malignants. 1659 Br. 
Watton Consid. Considered 169 Papists, Atheists, and 
fanatic persons. 1659-60 Monk Sf. 6 Feb. in Wood Life 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 303 Be careful neither the cavalier nor 
phanatique party have yet a share in your civil..power. 
ay Butrer Rem. (1759) 1. 215 All our lunatic fanatic 
Sects. 1704 Swirt 7. 7b i. 26 The two principal qualif- 
cations of a Phanatic Preacher are [etc.]. 1774 PENNANT 
Tour Scot. in 1772. 58 The cloisters. .fell victims to fanatic 
fury. 1850 W. Irvine Mahomet x. (1853) 39 The Fanatic 
legions of the desert. 1883 J/anch. Exam. 30 Oct. 5/5 
Banded... in fanatic and violent opposition to the mea- 


+1. A mad person. In later use; A religious 


maniac. Ods. 

c1525 Robin Hood 160 Fool, fanatick, baboon. 1655 M. 
Casauson Enthusiasme 7 One Orpheus, a mere fanatick. 
1806 Med. Frn/, XV. 213 Dr. G[all] gave. .hints how to treat 
fanatics, by using topical remedies and poultices, 

2. A fanatic person; a visionary; an unreason- 
ing enthusiast. Applied in the latter half of the 
17th c. to Nonconformists as a hostile epithet. 

1644 App. MAxweLt Sacrosancta Reguim Mayestas 44 
Gratia gratum faciens, Saving Grace, as some fanatickes and 
fantastickes fondly imagine. 1657 JouN GAuLE Sapient. 
Fustif. 11 Enthusiasts, Anabaptists, Fanaticks, and Fami- 
lists. 1660 Futter AMirt. Contempl. (1841) 212 A new word 
coined, within few months, called fanatics..seemeth well. . 
proportioned to signify .. the sectaries of our age. 1660 
Pepys Diary 15 Apr., Since Lambert got out of the Tower, 
the Fanatiques had held up their heads high. 1709 Evans 
in Hearne Collect. 10 Nov., D. Sacheverel .. thunderd .. 
against y® phanaticks. 1780 Harris Philol. Eng. (1841) 430 
Henry the Fourth of France .. was unexpectedly murdered 
by a wretched fanatic. 18539 Kincstey Sir IV. Raleigh 1. 
20 The man of one idea, who works at nothing but that. . 
sacrifices everything to that; the fanatic in short. 1883 
Froupe Short Stud. IV. iii. 269 The Jews..were trouble- 
some fanatics whom it was equally difficult to govern or 
destroy. : 

b. A fanatical devotee of. 

1790 Burxe Fr. Rev. Wks. V. 66 Those exploded 

fanaticks of slavery. 
e. Comd, 

1707 E. Warp Hud. Rediv. (1715) U1. ix, To show, tho’ 
conquer’d, they abhor (Fanatick like) all sov’reign Pow’r. 
1722 SeweL Hist. Quakers (1795) 11. vu. 62 Robinson's 
mischievous intent to go a fanatick hunting. 

Hence + Fana‘ticness (ds., fanaticalness.. 

1662 J. Sparrow tr. Behme's Rem. Whs., Complexions 
17 Which is Phrenzie, Madnesse and Phanatiquenesse. 1665 
J. Serceant Suve-Footing 108 The denying Tradition is 
a proper. .disposition to Fanatickness. 

Fanatical (fanetikal), a. [f. pree. + AL.) 
+1. Possessed by a deity or by a devil; frantic, 
mad, furious. Ods. 

1868 Grarrton Chiro. II. 538 A fanaticall Enchaunteresse 
[Joan of Arc]. rs8x Savite TZacitus’ Hist. (1612) 82 The 
Eduans..with some of Vitellius Cohortes, discomfited that 
fanaticall multitude. a 1633 AusTIN Jedit. (1635) 89 Those 
Phanaticall women of the Gentiles, 

+o. Characteristic of a possessed person. Obs. 

1600 Hotvanp Livy xxxix. 1031 The men shaking & wag- 
ging their bodies too and fro after a fanaticall fashion. 1603 
— Plutarch’s Mor. 1345 Certaine fanaticall cries and voices. 
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FANATICISM. 


A. = FANATIC a. 2. 

sso Bate Afol. 96 A Christen mannis obedyence 
standeth not in the fulfyllyng of fanaticall vowes. 1589 
Coorer Adon. 201 The Anabaptists, and some other pha- 
naticall spirits. 1634 Sanperson Sev. II. 283 That 
phanatical opinion .. that no ecclesiastical person might 
lawfully exercise any secular power. 1669-70 Marvett. 
Corr. cxxxix. Wks, 1872-5 II. 307 Fox, a teacher of some 
fanaticall people in Wiltshire, did conventicle there. 1732 
BERKELEY Alciphr. vi. § 25 As fanatical as any Quietist or 
Quaker. 1841 Evpninstone /7ist. Jud. 11. 289 The present 
quarrel originated in a fanatical spirit, which had sprung 
up, many years before. 1876 Geo. Exior Dan. Der. 11. 
xlvi. 308, I call antan fanatical when.. he .. becomes unjust 
and unsympathetic to men who are out of his own track. 

+b. In a weaker sense: Extravagant. Ods. 

1588 Saks. Z. LZ. LZ. v. i. 20, I abhor such phanaticall 
phantasims. 

+3. Of or pertaining to the ‘ fanatics’ or Non- 
conformists. Ods. 

1678 Hicxes in Ellis Orig. Le¢t. 1. 318. 1V. 46 Many of 
the fanatical party..hope that the Commons ..will grow 
jealous of these military proceedings. a@16953 Woop Life 
(1848) 245 Mr. John Fairclough. .a non-conforming minister, 
was buried in the fanatical burial place, near the Artillery 
yard London. 1703 De For Shortest Way with Dissenters 
Misc. 421 The phanatical Party of this Land. 

Hence Fana‘tically adv., in a fanatical manner. 
Fana'ticalness, the quality or state of being 
fanatical ; fanaticism. 

1672 Cressy (¢7//e), Fanaticism fanatically imputed to the 
Catholick Church by Doctour Stillingfleet. 1792 Burke 
Petit. Unitarians Wks. x. 57 Men. . furiously and fanatically 
fond of an object. 1833 Kepie Serv. vii. (1848) 157 Those 
who maintain, profanely and fanatically, that the State.. 
ought not to be of any religion. 1856 Froupe //ist. Eng. 
(1858) I, v. 422 The populace of France were fanatically 
catholic. 1668 Witxins Real Char. 11. 290 To which the 
notion of fierceness or fanaticalness is opposed. 

Fanaticism (fanz'tisiz’m). Also 7-8 pha- 
naticism. [f. FANATIC + -1SM.] 

+1. The condition of being, or supposing oneself 
to be, possessed. Obs. 

171r_ SHAFTESB. Charac. (1749) I. 36 Fanaticism, as it 
was used by the Antients in its original sense, for an ‘ Ap- 
parition’ transporting the mind. 

2. The tendency to indulge in wild and extra- 
vagant notions, esf. in religious matters ; excessive 
enthusiasm, frenzy ; an instance, a particular form, 
of this. 

1652 GauLE Magastrom. 133 Were not those the times to 
broach and vent their fanaticisms and impostures with more 
licentiousness and impunity? 1685 Baxter Paraphr. N. 7., 
1 Yoh 1. 6, 7, Is it not Phanaticism to talk of Fellowship 
with God? 1769 Robertson Chas. , VI. vt. 106 The 
large infusion of fanaticism mingled with its regulations 
should be imputed to Loyola its founder. 1813 Scorr 
Rokeby v1. xxvii, Dark Fanaticism rent Altar, me screen, 
and ornament. 1837 Cartyte 7’. Rev. ur. ut i, This 
battle of Mountain and Gironde. . is the battle of Fanaticisms 
and Miracles. 1880 Dixon I]Vindsor ILI. xx. 197 A sour 
fanaticism, which he mistook for piety. 

In a weaker sense: Eagerness or enthusiasm 
in any pursuit. 

1855 Bain Sexzses §& Zt. 1. iv. § 21 The fanaticism that 
prompts to endless attempts was found in. . Kepler. 

Fanaticize (fanz'tisaiz|,v. Also fanaticise. 
[f. as prec. + -72E.] 

1. ¢rans. To infect with fanaticism; to render 
fanatical, make a fanatic of ; to infuriate. 

1812 W. Taytor in Monthly Rev. LXVII. 148 The Duke 
..accused the parliamentary zealots of having fanaticized 
the assassin. 1848 CLoucH Azours de Voy. 1. 106 These, 
that fanaticized Europe. 1860 Sat. Rev. X. 3457/2 The 
object is. .to fanaticize the mob against the day of trial. 

2. zutr. To act as a fanatic. 

1715 M. Davies Athen, Brit. 1. 269 Take heed least a 
worse Prophecy. .overtake them. . for fanaticizing and reject- 
ing the express Words of Scripture. 1837 CartyLe Fx. Rev. 
mt. ut. ii, A man. .fighting and fanaticising amid a Nation 
of his like, 1883 S77t.Q. Rev. Oct. 403 He loves humanity 
as a whole too truly to fanaticise for a class, 

Hence Fanarticized Afi. a. 

1827 Soutuey /Zist. Penins. War Il. 186 About two 
hundred, whom the French praised in reality... by calling 
them the most fanaticised, etc. 1873 Contemp. Rev. XX1. 
g12 A party of men honest but fanaticized. 

+Fanatism. Os. [ad. F. fanatisme] = 
FANATICISM. 

1680 efi. date Libel on Curse-ye-Meroz 38 Whimsies, 
Fancies, Fopperies, and Phanatismes. 1686 Pofery Anato- 
misd 15 All mixture of Calvinism and Fanatism. 1797 
Hist, in Aun. Reg. 78/2 That was the moment pitched upon 
to..reorganize the power of fanatism. 1800 1. JEFFERSON 
Writ. Gés9) IV. 311 The persecutions which fanatism and 
monarchy have excited against you. 

+Fanc. Obs. rare—'. [a. OF. fanc (mod.F. 
fange).) Mud. 

1340 Ayend. 251 Pe ilke welle ne uelp na3t pane fanc 
[printed fauc] ne be erbe..of bise wordle. 

Fancical (fensikal), a vare exc. dial. [f. 
Fancy 50, +-10 +-AL.] = FANCIFUL. 

1671 ZVrue Nonconf. 244 Praying in words, specially ex- 
temporary and various, is .. fancical. 1676 T. Mace 
Musick’s Monument xxiv. 128 After they have Compleated 
Their Tuning, They will.. fall into some .. Fansical Play. 
1864 J. Brown Yeemes 12 ‘What kind of weaver are you?’ 
‘I'm in the fancical line’. 

Pancied (fernsid), pl. a. [f. Fancy v. + -ED!.] 

ue Formed or portrayed by the fancy; existing 
only in the fancy; imaginary. 
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1568 T. Howert Newe Sonets (1879) 137 Thier fancied | 


feares. 1651 Hospes Zeviath. ut. xxxiv. 212. By Angel 
was understood a fancyed Voice. 1719 De For Crusoe 
(1840) II. xvi. 324 The fancied felicity which he enjoyed. 
1795 SouTuEY 7s, Maid of Ordeans ut. 271 With eye more 
dangerous Than fancied basilisk. 1869 Freeman Norv. 
Conq. (1876) 111. xiii. 307 Supporting their native sovereign 
in the pursuit of his fancied rights. 

+2. a. Contrived to suit the fancy or whim ; es/. 
of dress; =Fancya.1. b. Artistically designed. 
Cf. Fancy v. 3. Obs. 

@. 1688 Prior Ode Ex. iii. 14 vi, Fancy’d Rules and 
Arbitrary Laws. 1775 Jonnson Let. Mrs. Thrale 21 June, 
Floating on the Thames ina fancied dress. 1781 HaAyLry 
Tri. Temper v1. 42 Vhe gracious earl .. Has plann’d.. A 
fancied ball, a private masquerade. 1796 Morse Ayer. 
Geog. \1. 612 Striped and fancied silks. 1796 Ved Evans }. 

2 A casimir waistcoat with a fancied pattern of silk em- 
bomen round the button-holes. 

b. 1709 SteELe Tatler No. 142? 5 His Sealsare curiously 
fancied, and exquisitely well cut. 1782 Miss Burney 
Cecilia 1. iv, The prettiest fancied [buckles] 1 ever saw. 

3. That one has taken a liking or fancy for; 
favourite. 

1589 Warner Alb, Eng. vi. xxix. (1612) 144 A braue 
Esquire of Wailes, That tide her fancie to bis forme, till 
fancied forme preuailes. 1640 FuLLER Joseph's Coat vill. 
(1867) 185 What the Corinthians spake of their fancied 
preachers. 1873 Browninc Red Cott. Nt.-cap 245 ‘Vill 
beverage obtained the fancied smack. 1887 Jazly News 
15 Nov. 3/5 Molynoo. .beat the more fancied Bloodstone. 

4. Of an animal: see Fancy vz. 9. 

1876 Excycl. Brit. 1V. 249/2 The wide differences ob- 
servable in ‘fancied ’ animals. 

Fancier (fensia1). [f. Fancy v. +-ER ?.] One 
who fancies, in senses of the vb. 

1. One who fancies or imagines. 

1828 Macautay Hallam, Ess, (1889) 53 People who, in 
their speculations in politics, are not reasoners, but fanciers. 

2. One who makes tasteful designs. 

1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. UI. 1. xiv. § 11. 203 Their .. 
most brilliant fanciers were employed in .. embroidering 
the robe. 

3. One who has a liking for, and a critical judge- 
ment in, some class of curiosities, plants, animals, 
etc. Chiefly with prefixed sb., as in dog-, flower-, 
pigeon-fancier. 

1765 Jounson Shaks. I. 155 Some now call that whicha man 
takes particular delight in his “ancy. lower fancier for 
a florist, and Bird fancier for a lover and feeder of birds are 
colloquial words. 1769 S. Paterson Another Trav. II. 
1, 152 It is also true that Dutchmen, generally speaking, 
are fanciers. 1773 Barrincton in Phil. Trans. LXIUIL. 
280 Some of the nightingale fanciers. . prefer a Surry bird to 
those of Middlesex. 1824 W. Irvinc 7. Vvav. I. 247 
We have oddity fanciers among our ladies of rank. 1859 
Sata Tw, round Clock (1861) 167 Dog-fanciers .. in many 
cases might with as much propriety answer to the name of 
dog-stealers, 1861 Detamer FZ. Gard. 34 The fourth year 
..the fancier may look out for a prize or two. 1867 TxGer- 
MEIER Prgeons iil. 25 Numerous varieties of pigeons .. are 
known to naturalists and fanciers. 

attrib, 1891 Leeds Merc. 3 Oct. 12/2 A ‘fancier Judge’. 

Fanciful (fernsiftl), a. [f Fancy sd. +-¥un.] 

1. a. Characterized by the possession of fancy 
(vare). b. In disparaging sense: Disposed to in- 
dulge in fancies ; whimsical. 

1695 Woopwarp Wat. Hist. Earth. 63 Some fanciful Men 
have expected nothing but Confusion and Ruin. 1713 STEELE 
Englishman No. 7.45 A fanciful Fellow.. amuses himself 
with the Woods and Mountains which he discovers in the 
Skies. 1727 Pore,etc. Art of Sinking 83 A careful and 
fanciful pattern-drawer. 1817 CoLeripce Liog, Lit. 43 
Milton had a highly imaginative, Cowley a very fanciful 
mind. 1874 MickLteruwaire A/od, Par. Churches 6 Fanciful 
people .. sometimes gave mystical interpretations to the 
arrangements. 

absol. 1676 GLANVILL Ess. vi. § 6.17 Not only the Melan- 
cholick and the Fanciful, but the Grave and the Sober. 

2. a. Characterized by or displaying fancy in 
design ; fantastic, odd in appearance ; b. suggested 
by fancy ; imaginary, unreal. 

@ 1627 Haywarp Law. V7. 88 How foolish and fancifull 
were they [buildings]. 1642 Futter //oly & Prof St. u. vi. 
71 He affects not phancy-full singularity in his behaviour. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Past. Pref. (1721) I. 75 With all our fan- 
ciful Refinements. 1767 J. Byron Voy. round World 186 
‘The other circumstances they have mentioned. .appear to be 
merely fanciful. 1823 Scorr Pevertl xxxix, The fanciful 
and singular female. .had one of those faces which are never 
seen without making an impression. 1828 — 7. AZ, Perth 
xi, She wears a petticoat. .I would it were. .of a less fanciful 
fashion. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom’s C xv, A variety of 
fanciful diseases. 1868 M. Parrison Academm. Org. v. 193 
The claims of Art..cannot be set aside as fanciful. 

3. quasi-adv. =F ANCIFULLY. 

1775 Jounson Let. Mrs. Thrale 23 June, 1 hope you.. 
were dressed fine and fanciful. 

Fancifully (fernsifiili), adv. [f. prec. + -L¥ ?.] 
In a fanciful manner. 

1664 H. More Antid, Idolatry To Rdr., What con- 
ceited old man is this..that talks thus phancifully? x74x 
Warsurton Div, Legat. IL. 1. iv. § 4. 148 Hieroglyphic 
symbols fancifully adapted by Analogy. 1801 S. & Hr. Ler 
Canterb, T. 1V.396 Carriages fancifully ornamented. 1809 
Pinkney Trav. l’'rance 2 Eliab..fancifully believed himself 
to be ill-treated. 1885 Sir J. W. Cutty in Law Times’ 
Ref. LIL. 80/2 A word newly or fancifully applied. 

Fancifulness (fernsifiilnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NEsS.] The quality of being fanciful. 

1667 H. More Div, Dial, w. xxiv. (1713) 347 Some .. 
suspecting such Interpretations of overmuch Phancifulness. 
1677 Hare Prin. Orig. Man. 1, v. 168 Transported with 





FANCY. 


too much fancifulness. 1818 Bf. Horne'’s Whs. (ed. 2) 1. 
Pref. p. xi, Charges him [the bishop] with fancifulness and 
presumption. 1857 W. Cottins Dead Secret vy. iil. (1861) 
218 A..fancifulness in her execution of the music. 

Fancify (fensifai), v. [f Fancy sd. + -FY.] 
trans. +a. To have a fancy for; to like (ods.). 
+b. To fancy, imagine (ods.). ©. To imagine the 
existence of. d. To make fanciful. 

1656 Eart Monm. Advt. fr. Parnass. 441 The prime 
vertues that she most fancified in her Frenchmen. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) VI. 344 The good she ever 
delighted to do, and fancified she was born todo. 1890 Sat. 
Rev. 8 Mar. 291/1 Much study of the ‘ Ivory Gate’ had .. 
‘fancified’ his own views. 

Hence Fa‘ncified f//. a. 

1845 Train “Hist. Isle of Man 11. 359 note, This fancified 
island has been bound to the bottom of the ocean. 

Fanciless (fensilés), a. [f. Fancy sb. + -LESS.] 
Of persons, compositions, etc. : Destitute of fancy. 

1753 Armstronc Zaste 185 A pert, or bluff important 
wight, Whose brain is fanciless. 1789 Burney //ist. Aus. 
IV. 546'These [compositions]. .are fanciless, and no more fit 
for one instrument than another. 1800-24 CAMPBELL Poevis, 
View St. Leonard's 53 Who can be So fanciless as to feel no 
gratitude. 1863 KincLake Crimea II. 162 Fanciless men. 
1868 Browninc Ring § Bk. 1.144 In this book lay abso- 
lutely truth, Fanciless fact. 

Fancy (fernsi), sb. and a. Forms: a. 5-6 
fansey, 6-8 fansie, -ye, 6-7 fancie, -ye, 6— 
fancy. B. 6-8 phansy(e, -cie, -cy, 6-9 
phansie. [A contraction of Fanrasy; cf. the 
forms fantsy, phanésy under that word.] A. sd. 

+1. In scholastic psychology: = Fantasy sé. 1. 

[c1400, 1309 : see Fantasy sd, 1.) 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 
1. Vi. (1632) 56 Beasts. .in actions of sense and phancie go be- 

ond them [men]. 1722 Wot.aston Relig. Nat. v. 101 We 

now matters of fact ee the help of. .impr&sions made upon 
phansy. ‘ey ; * 

+2. A spectral apparition; an illusion of the 
senses. Cf. Fanrasy sd. 2. Obs. 

[c 1360-1576 : see Fantasy sd, 2.] 1609 Horranp Amz, 
Marcell. xv. xi. 25 Dreadfull spectres and fansies skreaking 
hideously round about him. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s 
Tron Age 10 Forrests, where are sometimes heard great 
illusions, and phancies. ‘ 

3. Delusive imagination ; hallucination; an in- 


stance of this; = FANTASY 3. 

1897 Hooker Zcc?. Pol. 11. 732 The righteous. .may have 
their phancies; they may.. conceive worse of their own 
estate than reason giveth. 1693 tr. Lazlianne’s Hist. 
Monast. Ord. xv.157 Phancies of a deluded mind. 1727 
De For Syst. Magic 1. iv. (1840) 107 The vision appeared to 
his fancy. 1840 Dicxens Barn. Rudge i, That may be my 
fancy. 1856 SranLey Sinai § Pad. ii. (1858) 156 Which 
..claims to be founded not on fancy. .but on Fact. 


4. In early use synonymous with IMAGINATION 
(see Fantasy 4) ; the process, and the faculty, of 
forming mental representations of things not present 
to the senses; chiefly applied to the so-called 
creative or productive imagination, which frames 
images of objects, events, or conditions that have 
not occurred in actual experience. In later use the 
words fancy and imagination (esp. as denoting 
attributes manifested in poetical or literary com- 
position) are commonly distinguished : fancy being 
used to express aptitude for the invention of illus- 
trative or decorative imagery, while z#agination 
is the power of giving to ideal creations the inner 


consistency of realities. Often fersondfied, 

re8r T. Howet, Dezises (1879) 229 The flaming dartes, 
That Fancie quickly burne with quenchlesse fyre. 1632 
Muirton L’A dlegro 133 Sweetest Shakespeare, Fancy’s child. 
1662 Granvitt Lux Orient. Pref. 5 What .. dangerous 
opinions soever their phancies might give birth to. 1676 
Hoses //iad Pref. (1686) 5 In Fancy consisteth the Sub- 
limity of a Poet. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 411 ? 2 The 
Pleasures of the Imagination or Fancy (which I shall use 
promiscuously), 1713 C’ress WincuEtsea Misc. Poems 
217 Wand’ring Wishes, born on Phancy’s Wings. 1785 Rep 
Int. Powers 374 Fancy may combine things that never 
were combined in reality. 18xx CoLertpcE Lect. (1856) 45 
When the whole pleasure received is derived from an un- 
expected turn of expression, then I call it wit; but when the 
pleasure is prodticed. .by an image which remains with us. . 
I call it fancy. 1822 Hazurr Zadée-t. Il. x. 221 Fancy 
colours the prospect of the future. 1845 L. Hunt /mag. 
& Fancy 2 Poetry .. embodies and illustrates its impres- 
sions by imagination, or images of the objects of which 
it treats..It illustrates them by fancy, which is a lighter 
play of imagination, or the feeling of analogy coming short 
of seriousness. 1831 Rusxin A/od. Paint. U1. m1. 1. iit. 
§ 7 The fancy sees the outside..The imagination sees the 
heart and inner nature, and makes them felt. 1861 M. 
Partison Fs. (1889) I. 39 hat ocean-horse in which the 
poetic fancy of the sea-roving Saxons saw an emblem of 
their high-prowed vessels. 

b. A mental image. 

1663 Be. Patrick Parab. Pilgr. 257 The very fancy of 
them [enjoyments] is delightful. 1798 CoLertpce Ode to 
France i, Oft, pursuing fancies holy, My moonlight way 
o'er flowering weeds I wound, oat : 

5. Inventive design ; an invention, original device 
or contrivance. Cf. Fantasy 4 d. 

1665 Sir TI. Hersert 7vav. (1677) 223 Adorned with .. 
fancies of Arabic Characters. 1670 Narsoroucn Yrué. in 
Ace. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 57 The model I imagine is to 
record our Ship. .’This Fancy we Jet alone untouched, 1692 
R. VEstrance Yosephus’ Antig. xu. ii. (1702) 322 ‘The 
graving work.. being the Phancy of a Foliage of the Vine. 
¢ 1710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 168 Severall good fancy's of 
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human and animals. 1867 F. Francis Angling xii. (1880) 

438 This fly [Salmon fly] is Mr, Blackwall’s own fancy. 
+b. esp. in Mustc, a composition in an im- 

promptu style. Ods, Cf. FANTASIA, FANTASY 4c. 

1577 T. Dawson (¢it/e\, The Workes of a young Wyt, 
trust vp with a Fardell of Prettie Fancies. 15897 SHaAks. 
2 Hen, IV, ut. it. 342 He..sung those tunes to the over- 
scutched huswives that he heard the carmen whistle, and 
sware—they were his fancies, or his good-nights. 1663 Pepys 
Diary 27 May, Mr. Gibbons being come in .. to musique, 
they played a good Fancy. 1691 Woop Ath. Oxon. 1. 848 
He was..much admired for his composition of Fancies of 
various parts. 1789 Burney //ést, A/us. 111, vii, 408 John 
Jenkins a voluminous composer of Fancies for viols. 1823 
Crass Technol. Dict. 1, Fancies, lively little airs. 

+e. pl. ‘The ornamental tags, etc., appended 
to the ribbons by which the hose were secured to 
the doublet’ (Fairholt). Ods. 

21652 Brome Afad Couple Prol., ve a new Suite, And 
Ribbons fashionable, yclipt Fancies. 

6. A supposition resting on no solid grounds ; an 
arbitrary notion. 

1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 149 To know the 
truth, and fancies to eschew. _ 1539 TAVERNER Eras. Prov. 
(1552)18 Menne myght loke upon it, and talke theyr fansies 
of it. 1590 Sir J. Smytu Disc. Weapons 25 Rather upon 
fancie, than upon anie souldiour lyke reasons, 1672 MARVELL 
Reh. Transp. Wks. Il. 58 After this I had another phansie 
-.not altogether unreasonable. 1783 Hattes Antig. Chr. 
Ch, ii. 33 This fancy is very ancient, for Orosius hints at it. 
1809-10 CoLertipGe Friend (1865) 142 As wild a fancy as 
any of which we have treated. 

. Caprice, changeful mood; an instance of this, 
a caprice,a whim, Also concr. a whimsical thing. 

1579 G. Harvey Letter-bk, (Camden) 86 A foolish madd 
worlde, wherein all thinges ar overrulid by fansye. 1646 
Sir T., Browne Pseud. Ep, 1. iv. 82 Cardans Mausoleum 
for a flye, is a meere phancy. 1676 Lister in Ray's 
Corr. (1848) 124 The addition of the French names would 
have been but a fancy. 1717 Lapy M. W. Monracur 
Lett. Il. xlvii. 40 His wife’s..expenses are no way limited 
but by her own fancy. 1787 Bentuam Def Usury i. 2 
A fancy has taken me just now to trouble you with my 
reasons. 31848 Macautay /Yist. Eng. Il. 46 The antipathy 
of the nation to their religion was not a fancy which would 
yield to the mandate of aprince, 1860-1 Fito. NIGHTINGALE 
Nursing 43 Such cravings are usually called the ‘ fancies” 
of patients. 1878 JZasgue Poets 80, I have a fancy we go 
out to-day. 

+b. Fantasticalness. Ods. 

1588 Suaxs. L. Z. L. 1. i. 171 This childe of fancie that 
Armade hight. 1602 — Has. 1. iii. 7x Costly thy habit as 
thy purse can buy; But not exprest in fancie; rich, not 
gawdie. 1823 Byron Yaz x1. xvii, A real swell, Full flash, 
all fancy. 

8. Capricious or arbitrary preference ; individual 
taste; an inclination, liking, esf. in phrases /o 
have, take a fancy for, to; + to have no fancy with ; 
to take, catch the fancy of. 

1465 Paston Lett. No. 530 II. 243, I have non fansey with 
some of the felechipp. 1541 Act 33 Hen, VIII c. 21 In 
case it fortune..the king .. should take a fancie to anie 
woman. 1553 1. WiLtson 2/et. (1580) 200 Speake muche, 
according to the nature and phansie of the ignoraunt. 1577 
B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush... (1586) 114 b, Hee that hath 
a fansie to breed Horse. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 
um. 315 Each..would interpret the opinions of Mahomet 
according to their owne fancie. 1662 J. Davies Voy. 
Ambass. 314 The Persians have a great fancy to Black hair. 
1682 WHELER Journ. Greece 1. 36 Phansie took us to see 
the Fortress. 1700 S. L. tr. C. Yryke's Voy. E. Ind. 82 


The Admiral had a mighty fancy to go over. 1848 Macautay | 


Hist. Eng. Ul. 433 Vhe.. tune caught the fancy of the 
nation. 1866 G. Macponatp Ann. QO. Netghb, xxxi. (1878) 
533 What could have made Miss Crowther take such a 
fancy to the boy? 1884 W.C. Smitn Adddrostax 86 Have 
you no fancy To ride the white steeds? . 

+b. spec. Amorous inclination, love. Ods. 

1859 Mirr. Mag., Dk. of Clarence xii, Knowing fansie 
was the forcing rother, Which stiereth youth to any kinde 
of strife, He offered me his daughter to my wife. 1579 Lyty 
Euphues (Arb.) 81 Philautus was .. neuer loued for fancie 
sake. 1596 SHAxs. AZerch. V. i. ii. 63 Tell me where is 
fancie bred. - 1712 Arsutunot Yohn Budd i, iii, ‘ Fancy is 
free’, quoth Peg. : 

9. Taste, critical judgement in matters of art or 


elegance. 

c 1668 Mrs. Hurcuinson Alen. Col. Hutchinson 23 He 
was..genteel in his habit, and had a very good fancy in it. 
170s Appison /taly 11 Palaces .. built with an excellent 
Fancy. 1713 Swirt Cadenus §& Vanessa, V\l undertake, my 
little Nancy In flounces hath a better fancy. 1748 C’rEss 
Suarrespury in Priv, Lett. Ld. Malmesbury 1. 72 A buff- 
coloured damask, trimmed with a good deal of fancy. 1857 
Ruskin Pol. Econ. Art 42 They possess .. sense of colour, 
and fancy for form. 

+10. ‘Something that pleases or entertains’ (J.). 

1sgo Sir J. Smytu Disc. Weapons 39 All such as are. .not 
carried with toyes, fancies, and new fashions. 1712 Mor- 
timer Husbandry 11. 204 London-Pride is a pretty Fancy 
for borders. 1721 Cipper Love's Last Shift, A particular 
nice Fancy, that I intend to appear in. 

411. An alleged name for the Pansy. Ods. 

1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 1. 120 Fancy, in English, is 
a kind ef Violet. 

12. The fancy: collect. for those who ‘fancy’ a 
particular amusement or pursuit. a. gev., as applied 
to bird-, book-fanciers, etc. 

1830 De Quincey Bentley Wks. 1863 VI. 57 note, A great 
book sale. .had congregated all the ancy. 1889 Sat. Rev. 
22 June 772/r Pigeon-fanciers are called the Fancy. his! 

b. esp. The prize-ring or those who frequent it. 
18x Soutney Lez. 11 Oct. (1856) II. 236 I have fibbed the 
‘Edinburgh’ (as the ‘fancy’ say) most completely. 1848 
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Tuackeray Bk, Snobs xiv. (1869) 64 Mr. William Ramm, 
known to the Fancy as the Tutbury Pet. 1873 H. Srencer 
Stud. Sociol. viii. (ed. 6) 187 Among leaders of ‘the fancy’, 
it is an unhesitating belief that pluck and endurance are the 
highest of attributes. 

attrib, 1811 Soutury Let. 6 Mar. (1856) II. 215, Lam in 
high condition, to use a fancy phrase. 

ce. The art of boxing; pugilism. Also, sporting 
in general. 

1820 Byron Let. to Murray 12 Nov., One of Matthew's 
passions was ‘the Fancy’, 1841 Dre Quincey Plato's Rep. 
Wks. EX. 236 When the ‘ fancy’ was in favour. 1851 MayHEw 
Lond. Labour (1861) 111. 5 He .. is always .. at home .. to 
discuss the Fancy generally. 1889 Standard 28 Oct., 
Modern displays of ‘the Fancy’. 

13. The art or practice of breeding animals so as 
to develop points of conventional beauty or excel- 
lence; also one of these points. Sometimes with 
qualifying word prefixed, as pzgeon-fancy. 

1889 Sat. Rev. 22 June 772/2 The peculiar fancy affecting 
him [the carrier] is to have wattles and excrescences round 
his eyes and beak. 1889 Standard 23 Oct., The layman 
uninitiated in the mysteries of ‘fancy’. 

attrib, 1862 Huxvey Lect. Wrkg. Men 105 Birds which fly 
long distances. .and are. .used as carriers are not carriers in 
the fancy sense. 1876 Encycl. Brit. 1V. 249/2 ‘The less 
important art of fancy breeding. 1889 Sat. Nev. 22 June 
772/2 A_pouter graces the frontispiece, using the word 

grace’ in the Fancy sense. 

14, =various combs. of the adj. 

1841 Week in Wall Street 82 A very large portion of the 
stocks termed ‘fancies’, are entirely worthless in themselves. 
1851 Beck's Florist 140 Pelargoniums, both ‘ Fancies’ and 
common kinds, were produced.. Mr. Ambrose’s Fancy. .was 
..distinguished. 1862 77es 17 Feb., Ordinary cloths and 
fancies moved off alike slowly. 

b. =fancy-roller; see C 2b. 

1864 Sfecif. Barraclough's Patent No. 1581. 5 The 
rollers ¢ are the ‘fancies’ before named, 1873 E. Leicu 
Cotton Spinning I. 144 ‘The surface of the ‘fancy’ runs in 
the same direction as the cylinder only a little faster. 1876 
W. C. Bramwe tt lW0ol-Carder (ed. 2) viii. 

B. attrib. and Como, 

1, General relations: a. Simple attrib. (sense 4) 
as fancy-fit, -freak, -woof; (sense 12 b, c) as fancy- 
lay [see Lay sé.}. 

1855 Brownine Mex § Wom, In a Balcony 101 This wild 
girl (whom I recognise Scarce more than you do, in her 
*fancy-fit). 1884 — Verishtah (1885) 4 A *fancy-freak by 
contrast born of thee. 1819 Tove Crib’s Memorial App. 
43 We, who're of the *fancy-lay. @ 1845 Hoon /rish School- 
master xvi, Weaves a *fancy-woof, Dreaming he sees his 
home. 

_b. objective, as fancy-feeding, -lighting, -stir- 
ring, -weaving ppl. adjs. 3 farcy-monger, -weaver. 

1599 Sanpys Europe Sec. (1632) 162 Their ..*fancy- 
feeding flatterers shall all shrinke from them, 1857 WiLt- 
mott Pleas. Lit. xxi. 132 The *fancy-lighting damsels of 
Dryden, 1600 Suas. A. V. Z. mt. ii. 381 If I could meet 
that *Fancie-monger, I would giue him some good counsel. 
1835 Wituis Pencillings II, xlv. 58 The Egyptian bazaar 
has been my. .*fancy-stirring lounge. @ 1845 Hoop Compass 
xvii, ‘Vo eye of *fancy-weaver Neptune..seem’d tossing in 
A raging scarlet fever! 1884 Athenwum 6 Dec. 725/2 
A certain *fancy-weaving dervish. 

ce. instrumental, originative and adverbial, as 
Sfancy-baffled, -blest, -born, -borne, -bred, -built, 
-caught, -driven, -fed, -formed, -framed, -grazing, 


-guided, -led, -raised, -struck, -stung, -qwoven, 


‘wrought ppl. adjs. 

1645 QuarLes Sol, Recant. iv. 21 Thy false affections 
may rise up, and shake ‘Thy *fancy-baffled Judgment. 1759 
Gotpsm. Polite Learning vii. Wks. 1881 II, 44 ‘The *fancy- 
built fabric is styled for‘a short time very ingenious. 1631 
T. Powett Tom All Trades 174 The young Factor being 
*fancy-caught. 1844 Lp. HouGcuton Padi Leaves 13% 
They wandered, *fancy-driven. 1850 Tennyson /x A/ent. 
Ixxxiv. 24 So shall. . pining life be *fancy-fed. 1654 GATAKER 
Disc. Apol. 68 *Fancie-formed pictures, 1647 CRASHAW 
Poems 53 He his own *fancy framed foe defies. 1852 
Meanderings of Ment, 1.79 The *fancy-grazing herds of 
freedom’s pen. 1645 QuarLes Sol. Recant, vil. 36 *Fancy- 
guided motion. 1777 J. Mountain Poetical Reveries (ed. 2) 
20 *Fancy-led th’ ideas ran. 1873 Loncr. Wayside Inn, 
Emma & Eginhard 88 Love-letters thought the poet fancy- 
led. 1798 Sotuesy tr. Vreland’s Oberon (1826) I. 80 Now, 
reader, *fancy-rais’d, as swells thy mind. 1773 J. Home 
Alonzo w, Vf we stay here we shall be “fancy-struck. 1822 
Hazutr Tadle-t. Ser. 11. vii. (1869) 149 Our ears are *fancy 
stung. 1783 Warton Ode New Year i.g Fable’s *fancy- 
woven vest. 1801 Lusignan iv. 147 A *fancy-wrought 
spectre, 

2. Special comb. : fancy-bloke, s/aig, = Fancy 
MAN ; fancy-fit v. ¢vazzs., to fit (with a garland) to 
one’s fancy; fancy-free a., free fiom the power of 
love; fancy-loose a., readyto roam at will; fancy- 
sick a., love-sick ; fancy-woman, a kept mistress 
(cf. FANCY MAN). 

1846 R. L. SNowDEN Magistrate's Assistant 344 A *fancy 
bloak. 1820 Kears Lamia u. 220 Each, as he did please, 
Might *fancy-fit his brows. 1590 Suaxs. Afids, N. 11. i. 164 
The Imperiall Votresse passed on, In maiden meditation 
*fancy free. 1840 THackeray Parts Sk.-bk. (1869) 98 They 
walk, fancy-free, in all sorts of maiden meditations. 1850 
Mrs. Brownine Poems II. 320 My thoughts. .for earth too 
*fancy-loose. 1590 Suaks. Mids. NV. ut. ii. 96 All *fancy 
sicke she is, and pale of cheere, With sighes of loue. a1704 
R. L’Estrance (J.), When we come to the fancy-sick, 
there’s no cure for it. 1823 Joanna Batu Poenzs 219 ‘To 
thee the lover, fancy-sick, will sigh. 1892 Daily News 
1 Mar. 2/4 He brought home a female, whom he introduced 
as his ‘fancy woman’. 








FANCY, 


GC. adj. [Developed from the attrib. use of the 
sb.; scarcely occurring in predicative use. | 

1. Of a design varied according to the fancy; 
‘fine, ornamental’, in opposition to ‘ plain’ ; as in 

fancy basket, bread, trimming, etc. Also FANCY 
DRESS, FANCY WORK. 

a1761 Gray Lett. Wks. 1884 11]. 118 They [wall papers] 
are all what they[the shops] call fancy. 1788 W. Marsuaci 
Yorksh. (1796) 1. 116 The fancy farm-houses..I purposely 
pass over. 1834 Mrepwin Aveler ix Wales II. 211 He had 
for field duty two fancy uniforms. a@ 1839 Loner. Hyperion 
u. ix, A very tall man with fiery red hair and fancy 
whiskers. 1842 Tennyson //7s, Si 102 Fish are we that love 
the mud, Rising to no fancy-flies. 1853 /vaser's Mag. 
June. XLVII. 680/2 A large assortment of fancy breads. 
1866 Mrs. Wuitney ZL. Goldthwaite ix, To grow intimate 
over tableau plans and fancy stitches. 1883 E. INGERSOLL 
in Harper's Mag. June 78/t ‘Fancy’ flour differs from the 
ordinary superfine in that the middlings are ground through 
smooth rollers. 

b. Printing. (sce quots.) 

1871 Amer, Encycl. Printing s.v. Fob Letter, Job Letter 
may be conveniently divided into Plain, Fancy, Text, and 
Script. 1888 C. T. Jacost Printers’ Voc. 42 Fancy rules, 
rules other than plain ones of various designs. Fancy tyes, 
founts of type of various kinds used for jobbing purposes. 

ce. Of flowers, grass, ctc.: Particoloured, striped. 

1793 G. Wasnincton Le. Writings 1891 XII. 373 From 
the fancy grass..I have been urging for years .. the saving 
of seed. 1851 Beck's Florist 139 Mr. Ayres shewed his 
fancy Pelargonium. 1893 Weds’ Spring Catal. 65 Webbs’ 
Fancy Pansy. did. 80 Perpetual fancy Carnation. 


d. e/lipt. That deals in, or is concerned with the 


sale of, fancy goods. Fancy fair: see Farr sb.! 1c. 

1821 Blackw. Mag, X. 4 Haberdashers and others in the 
fancy line. 1848 THackrray Vax, Fair), She buysa couple 
of begilt Bristol boards at the Fancy Stationer’s. 1863 J. C. 
Jearrreson S7r Everard’s Dau, 113 A chattel for which 
a fancy-upholsterer in London would ask a strangely large 
number of pounds. 1876 World V.17 A fancy-fair is one of 
the diversions of a London Season, 1885 Bookseller 5 Mar. 
317/2 A good Fancy Trade. , Z 

e. Lancy ball = Fancy dress ball (see FANcy 
DRESS Sé.). 

1825 C. M. Westmacotr Eng. Spy IL. 24 A grand fancy 
ball was to take place at the Argyle Rooms. 1836 Haw- 
rHoRNE Amer. Note-bks. (1883) 34 A Fancy Ball, in which 
the prominent American writers should appear, dressed in 
character. 

2. Added for ornament or extraordinary use. 

1794 Rigging § Seamanship \. 169 Fancy-line is a rope 
used to overhaul the brails of some fore and aft sails. 1841 
R. H. Dana Seamtan’s Man. 104 Fancy-line, a \ine rove 
through a block at the jaws of a gaff, used as a downhaul. 
1874 Mickretuwaite Jod. Par. Churches 77 To increase 
the list of fancy and solo stops [in an organ]. 

b. Fancy roller (in a Carding-engine) : see 
quots. : : 

1850 Sfecif, E. Leigh's Patent No. 13027. 2 Thirdly in 
the employment of a ‘fancy roller’ for partially stripping 
the main cylinder, such roller being only partially clothed 
with card. 1873 E. Leicu Cotton Spinning 1. 144 For heavy 
carding a fancy roller, which is a roller that overruns the 
periphery of the cylinder, is sometimes used with advantage 
..[It] lifts the cotton that would otherwise get wedged in 
the wire of the cylinder, and thereby admits heavy carding. 


3. Calling forth or resulting from the exercise of 
fancy or caprice. a. Of an action: Capricious, 


whimsical. 

1646 Pacitr Heresiogr. (ed. 3) 118 Their own fancy pre- 
sumption they call... justifying faith. @1820 W. Irvine 
Sketch Bk., Stratford-on-A von (1865) 330 The Avon. .made 
a variety of the most fancy doublings. 1821 Blackw., Jlag. 
X. 417 Many a fancy flam was proposed. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw, xix, As a display of fancy shooting, it was extremely 
varied and curious. 

b. Of a price, rent, etc. : Estimated by caprice, 
rather than by actual value. So fancy stocks (cf. 
Fancy sd. 14). 

@1838 Macauray Life § Lett, (1883) IL. 28 The fancy 
price which a peculiar turn of mind Jed me to put on my 
liberty. 1848 J, R. Bartterr Americanisms 132 Fancy 
Stocks, A species of stocks which are bought and sold to a 
great extent in New York..Nearly all the fluctuations in 
their prices are artificial. 1874 Mickretawaite Jod. 
Par. Churches 312 They will give a fancy price for a work 
by a Leighton. 1874 R. Tyrwuitr Skerch. Club 197 To 
take a moor at a fancy rent, 1888 T. E, Hottanp in 77s 
18 Aug. 8/4 The bombardment of an unfortified town. -for 
the purpose of enforcing a fancy contribution or ransom. 

¢@, Of an animal or bird : Of a kind bred for the 
development of particular ‘points’ or qualities. 
Also in Fancy-farm : an experimental farm. 

1810 Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 10 A great many sarts of 
fancy-pigeons. 1818 Scorr H7+t. Aid?. xiii, To engage him 
..to superintend his fancy-farm in Dumbartonshire. 1851 
Mayuew Lond. Labour Il. 54 A dog recommended by its 
beauty, or any peculiarity. .is a ‘fancy’ animal. 1880 Gazns- 
burgh Times 20 Feb. in N. W. Linc. Gloss., ‘What sort of 
a dog was it?’..‘A fancy dog’. 188x J. C. Lye.t Fancy 
Pigeons Introd., Fancy pigeons from the lofts of well-known 
breeders. i p 

d. Fancy franchise: one based on an arbitrarily 


determined qualification (see quot. 1868). 

1868 Chambers’ Encycl. X. 695/2 The dual vote was early 
abandoned, and its abandonment involved that of the 
‘fancy’ franchises..they proposed to give votes to all 
who paid £1 annually in direct taxes (not including licences), 
who belonged to certain of the better educated professions, 
or who had £50 in a savings-bank or in the funds. 1889 
Tablet 21 Dec. 983 Fancy franchises were also abandoned. 

4. Based upon or drawn from conceptions of the 





FANCY. 


fancy (sb. 3), as fancy picture, piece, portrait, 
sketch. 

1800 Mar. Epcewortu Belinda (1832) Il. 2 This picture 
is not a fancy-piece. cx18x1x Fuseti Lect. Art iv. (1848) 
437 The Phantasice of the ancients..modern art..in what 
is called Fancy-pictures, has..debased. 1844 WHITTIER 
Two Processions Prose Wks. 1889 III. 116 The carica- 
ture of our ‘general sympathizers’..is by no means 
a fancy sketch. 1870 Emerson Soc. §& Solit., Art. Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 20 In sculpture, did ever anybody call the 
Apollo a fancy piece? 1873 Rocrrs Orig. Bible i. (1875) 
36 We. .look at this wonderful character as a fancy portrait. 

Fancy (fe'nsi), v. Also a, 6 fancie, 6-7 
fansie,8 fansy. B. 6-7 phancie, -cy,(6 phansie). 
[f. prec. sb. Cf. the older Fanrasy v.] 

I, With reference to mental conception. 

1. trans. To frame in fancy; to portray in the 
mind ; to picture to oneself; to conceive, imagine. 
Also (with notion of Fancy sé. 3), to suppose one- 
self to perceive. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend, Ef. w. xii. 215 Severall nations 
and ages do fancy unto themselves different years of 
danger. a1661 Futter Worthies (1840) 1. 110 It [Berk- 
shire] may be fancied in a form like a lute. 1713 Swirr 
Cadenus & Vanessa, She fancies musick in his tongue. 
1748 Hartiry Observ. Mar 1. iii, 327 Fansying to our- 
selves a confused Heap of Things. 1769 Funius Lett. xx. 
97 The author is..at liberty to fancy cases, and make. .com- 
parisons. 1860 THACKERAY Jour Georges i. (1862) 31, 
I fancy a considerable shrewdness. .in his ways. 

absol. c 1698 Locke Cond. Underst. § 31 If all our Search 
has yet reach’d no farther than simile..we rather fancie 
than know. 

b. with simple complement, or ¢o dé : To imagine 
(a person, oneself, a thing) to be (so and so). 

1662 STILLINGEL. Orig. Sacr. 1. iv. § 6 Some have fancyed 
the earth to bee as one great animal. 1696 tr. Du Mont’s 
Voy. Levant 61,1 fansi’d my self restor’d from Death to 
Life, 1728 Younc Love Frame iti. Wks. (1757) 109 What 
most we wish, with ease we fansy near. 1833 Hr. MarrinEAu 
Vanderput & S. i. 1x Learning to fancy himself better than 
heis. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. II. xxii. 218, I could have 
fancied it a walrus. 1869 J. Martineau ss. II. 64 He 
fancies himself not in the senate, but on the bench, 

+e, with zzf. as ob7. Obs, 

1726 J. M.tr. Zvagic. Hist. Chev. de Vaudray 157 He, 
at last, fancy’d to have found the Mystery of it. 1754 A. 
Murrny Gray's Inn Fournal (1756) 11. 194 No. 83, I fancied 
to myself to see my amiable Country-women engaged in a 
deep Debate. 

d. with 047. and zzf. or object clause. Also, 
+ To represent imaginatively. 

1551 Br. Garviner Lxplic. true Cath. Fayth 137 Fansinge 
that as one waue in the water thrusteth away an other, so 
doth one fourme an other. 1630 2. Yohnson'’s Kingd. & 
Comm. 64 The figure of Europe is fancied to resemble a 
Queene. 1638 Baxer tr. Balzac's Lett. Il. 64 Imploy- 
ments, in which I fancy in my minde, we may spend our 
time. 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Polttiz 5 A device..which 
fansied me to passe beyond Hercules’s Pillars. a168z Sir 
T. Browne Tracts (1683) 107 He is aptly phancied even still 
revengefully to pursue his hated Wife. 1791 Mrs. Rap- 
curre Rom. Forest x, She almost fancied she heard voices 
swell in the storm. 1845 M. Pattison Ess, (1889) I. 7 We 
read Bingham, and fancy we are studying ecclesiastical 
history. 

e. In collog. use often in the imperative as an 
exclamation of surprise. Also adso/, 

1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales 1.159 Fancy me boxed up 
in the narrow vehicle. 1859 Lane Wand. India 13 Fancy 
we three meeting again in the Himalaya mountains! 1861 
THACKERAY Round, Papers, On being found out 126 Fancy 
all the boys in all the school being whipped. 1881 Grant 
Wuitre Eng. Without § Within xvi. 388 Fancy, now! [in 
England] a very common expression of surprise. 

+£ Zo fancy out: 1o represent by an image; 
to exemplify. Ods. rare. 

1669 Sturmy Jfariner's Mag. vi. 105 The two Jater 
Motions are fancied out unto us, by a Man turning a Crane- 
Wheel, or Grind-stone 365 times round, while a Worm.. 
creeps once round the contrary way. 

2. To believe without being able ,to prove; to 
have an idea ¢hat. Frequently in / fancy: I rather 
think. 

1672 Sir C, Lytrerton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 99, I phancy 
the Dukes match wth y* Archduchesse is a little dulld. 
1790 T. Jerrerson Wit, (1859) III. 162 This day, I fancy, 
will determine whether we are to be removed to Philadel- 
phia or not. 1825 Conpetr Ru. Rides (1885) Il. 33 The 
estate is, I fancy, theirs yet. 1883 Ff. M. Pearp Contrad. 
xviii, We fancy she is engaged to a Mr. Atherton. 

3. To liken (a thing) in fancy +/o; to transform 
(it) tfo. rare. 

1646 Buck Rich. [/7. Ded., I fancy them to our shad- 
dowes. 1801 Sournry Vhalaba wv. ix, Hast thou never, 
in the twilight, fancied Familiar object into some strange 
shape? 1868 Lowe t IWitchcraft Prose Wks. 1890 II. 356 
The first child that ever bestrode his father’s staff, and 
fancied it into a courser. 

+4. To arrange in or according to fancy, or 
with artistic taste ; to contrive, devise, design, plan. 

1624 Massincer Parl, Love tv. ii, Something I must 
fancy, to dissuade him From doing sudden violence on 
himself. 1635 Swan Sfec. Af. v. § 2 (1643) 136 They 
[painters] fashion diversly according to their skill in phancy- 
ing the laying of theircolours. 1665 Sir T. Hersert 7vavz. 
(1677) 145 ‘The figure of a Horse preparing to defend himself 
against a Lion; but so rarely fancied as gains the Sculptor 
praise. 1716 Lapy M. W. Montacur Lef?zé. (1763) I. vil. 32 
Furniture .. so well fancied and fitted up. a1759 Gotps. 
The Bee No. 2 On Dress, Clothes .. fancied by the artist 
who dresses the three battalions of Guards. 1759 B. Martin 
Nat, Hist. Eng. 1. 298 Vhe mourning Pallases at the Base 
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of it [a martial Figure] are both well fansied and well 
adapted. 

+5. To allot or ascribe in fancy. Ods. 

a 1643 W. Cartwricut Ordinary w. ii, I fancy'd you a 
beating. 1646 Sir I’. Browne Psexd. Ep. 1. vi. 23 ‘Vo fancy 
wings unto Daedalus. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. 
Ivi. (1739) 103 Fame hath fancied him that ‘Title. 

6. To have a good conceit of, plume oneself upon 
(oneself, one’s own actions or qualities}. co//og. 
"1866 Daily Tel. 20 Jan. 8/1 He ogles, he ‘ fancies himself’. 
1886 H. Conway Living or Dead viii, 1 was conceited and 
fancied my game at whist. 

II. With reference to fondness or liking. 

+7. a. To be to the fancy of; to please. b. To 
attach by ‘ fancy’ or liking 40. Ods, vare. 

1866 Painter Pad. Pleas, (1890) II. 431 ‘The sauourous 
fruict. .fansied the sensuall taste of Adams Wyfe. c1gg0 
Greene /r. Bacon (1630) 17 Fast fancied to the Keepers 
bonny Lasse. ’ ae 

8. To take a fancy to; to entertain a liking for ; 
to be pleased with; to like. a. with 0/7. a person. 
(In early use often=to be or fall in love with.) 

1545 Upatt, etc. Eras. Par. Luke i. 54 The people of 
Israel. .as a people more derely beloued and fansyed. 1568 
Grarton Chron. II. 225 She went as simply as she might, 
to thentent that the king should not phansie her. 1596 
Suaxs. Zam. Shr. u. i. 12, I neuer yet beheld that spectall 
face, Which I could fancie, more then any other. 1614 
Rareicn Hist. World 1. 1. § 8. 199 Ninus .. fancied her so 
strongly, as, (neglecting all Princely respects) he took her 
from her husband. 1663-4 Drypen Rival Ladies 1. ii, I do 
not think she fancies much the man. 1838 Mrs. Carty_r 
Lett, 1. 95 Carlyle breakfasted withMoore. .and fancied him. 

absol. 1588 Greene Perimedes 53 Sheepheards can fancie, 
but they cannot saye. 1601 Suaxs. 7wel. NV. ul. Vv. 29 
Should shee fancie, it should bee one of my complection. 
1713 Swirt Cadenus & Vanessa, Five thousand guineas 
in her purse ! The doctor might have fancy’d worse. 

b. with 047. a thing; also + with z/f. as 067. 

1598 B. Jonson Lv. Man in Hum. 1. i, Not to spend 
Your coyne on euery bable, that youphansie. 1644 Minton 
Areop. (Arb.) 39 Burning..what they fansied not. 1669 
A. Browne Ars Pict. App. (1675) 24 One phansies. .to 
draw Pictures by the Life. 1727 Porn, &c. Art of Sinking 
119 Throw all the adventures you fancy into one tale.’ 
1852 Mrs. SrowE Uncle Tons C. xx, Miss Ophelia was 
uneasy that Eva should fancy Topsy’s society so much. 
Mod. The patient may eat anything that he fancies. 

III. 9. To breed (animals or birds) ; to grow 
(plants) so as to develop in them conventional 
‘points’ of beauty. Also, s¢mply to breed. 

1851 Mayurw Lond. LabourM. 15 Pigeons are ‘ fancied’ 
toa large extent, 1876 [see Fancyine vd. s6.). 

Hence Fa‘ncying v0/. sd., the action of the verb 
in various senses; also covcr. something that one 
fancies. 

1662 Pretty Taxes 6 Civil wars are..caused by peoples 
fansying that [etc.]. a1729 S. CLarKE Sevmz. I. (1738) xl. 252 
A childish. imagination, that God is pleas’d with their .. 
fansying that they believe they know not what. 1758 
Franxiin Let, Wks, 1887 ILI. 8 Another of my fancyings. . 
a pair of silk blankets. @ 1839 Prarp Poezns (1864) II. 184 
The fancyings of fancy costumes. 1876 Hucycl. Brit. 1V. 
249/2 ‘Fancying’ is not governed by rules identical with 
those which regulate breeding for economic purposes. 
1889 Athenxum 16 Noy. 667/3 The excellent fancying of 
the little ‘ genteel ’ colony in Bankside. 


Fancy dress, sd. 

1. A costume arranged according to the wearer’s 
fancy, usually representing some fictitious or his- 
torical character. Also atirib. in fancy dress ball. 

1770 Map. D’Arsiay Early Diary 10 Jan., I was soon 
found out by Miss Lalause, who..had on a fancy dress. . 
much in the style of mine. @183r Macautay Life & Lett. 
(1883) I, 225 Vhe fancy-dresses were worn almost exclu- 
sively by the young ladies. 

2. A dress with ornamental trimming. 

1826 Disraent Vi. Grey 1. i, His curly locks, and his 
fancy dress, 

Fancy dress, v. vare—'. trans. To array or 
clothe in a fancy dress. 

1878 A/asgue Poets 226 Nothing can exceed a woman’s 
tact In fancy-dressing both herself and fact. 

Hence Fancy dressed ///. a., Fancy dressing 
vol. sb. 
| 1837 Dickens Pickw. xy, Never was such ingenious postur- 
ing, as his fancy-dressed friends exhibited. 1848 THackERAy 
Van, Fair \ii, Pitt Crawley..reprobated in strong terms 
the habit of play acting and fancy dressing. 

Fancye'tte. nonce-wd. Ay,little fancy. 

@ 1834 CoLeripcEe Marginalia in Blackw. Mag. CXXX1. 
(1882) Jan., 125 [Two Fancyettes, as Coleridge names them, 
at the end of a volume of Tichte]. 

Fancy man. a. A man who is fancied; a 
swectheart. b. f/,= The fancy (see FANCY sb, 11b). 
ec. slang. A man who lives upon the earnings of a 
prostitute. 

a. 1835 Marryat Fac. Faiths xiiii, One day the sergeant 
was the fancy man, and the next day it was Tom, 1847-78 
Hatuiwe tt s, v, Hancy, A sweetheart is still called a fancy- 
man, 

b. 1847-8 H. Mitrer Hirst [nipr. xiv. (1857) 247, I should 
have succeeded in astonishing the ‘ fancy-men’, 1870 EMrr- 
son Soc, § Solit. x, 213 Fancy-men, patrons of the cock-pit 
and the ring, 

ce. 3821 P. Ecan Tom § Ferry 42 Although One of the 
Fancy, he was not a fancy-man, 185r Maynew Lond. 
Labour I. 178 The women of the town buy of me, , for them- 
selves and their fancy men. 1890 Spectator 6 Dec. 825/2 
Fea will bear from the ‘fancy-man’ any usage, however 

rutal, 





FAND. 


Fancy work. Ornamental, as opposed to 
plain, work, esg. in needlework, crochet, knitting, 
or the like; vavely, a piece of such work. 

1842 F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. 11. 91 Their domestic 
manufactures are chiefly. .fancy works, executed with the 
split leaves of the fan-palm. 1866 Mrs. GAskeLt Wives 
§ Daw. xiv. (1867) 142 You don’t do fancy-work ! 

b. slang. In phrase ‘ Zo take in fancy work : 
to be addicted to secret prostitution ’ (Farmer). 


+ Fand, fond, sd. Obs. [f. next vb.] a. The 
action of trying; trial, proof, experience. b. The 


state of being tried; a trial, a temptation. 

a. c1250 Gen. & Ex. 336 Of dis fruit wile ic hauen fond. 
@1300 Cursor M. 4333 (Cott.) Sco broght him [Joseph] to 
pe fand. did. 24364 \Cott.) Hard faand i par-of fand. 

b. a1300 Cursor M. 25175 (Cott.) pat thoru ouer cuming 
o pat faand He mai be mede haf ai Jastfand]. 1451 Pod. 
Poenrs (Rolls) 11. 230 Yef the commyns of Englondé Helpe 
the kynge in his fonde. 

+Fand, fond, v. Os. Forms: a. 1 fandian, 
-izan, 2-3 fandien, 2-4 fondien, 3-5 fond(e(n, 
south. dial. vonden, -ien, (3 feonden), 3-4 faand, 
(faunde), 4-5 fand(e, Sc. faynd, 4-5 found(e, 
(5 foond, fownd(e), 8. 1 zefan-, zefondian, 
3 i(y)vonden, ifonden. [OE. fandian, gefandian 
=OF ris. fandia, OS. fanddn to tempt, visit (Du. 
vanden to visit a woman after her confinement), 
OHG. fantén to visit (the mod.G. fahnden, to raise 
hue and cry, is commonly believed to be identical 
in spite of unsolved phonetic difficulties). 

The pa. t. and pa. pple. occas. appear in contracted forms 
Sond (16th c.), forte (14th c.).] 

1. trans. To put to the proof, try, test (a person 
or thing) ; to make trial of (one’s strength, skill) ; 
to taste (food, etc.) ; in early use with vez. 

¢ 893 K. AitrreD Oros. 1. xii. § 4 Pet bem weorce nanum 
men zr ne zerise bet to fandianne ponne bem wyrhtan 
be hit worhte. c 1000 min Gosp. Mark vii. 11 And pa 
ferdon a pharisei..and his fandedon. c1z05 Lay. 25842 
Pat he fehten mihte and fondien [c 1275 fondie] hine seolue. 
Ibid. 30092 Heore maines heo uondeden wel ueole siden. 
c1230 Hali Meid. 29 Yo fonde be hweder bu beo treowe. 
a1300 Cursor M, 2902 (Cott.) Mani man..pam-self can 
nober faand [Gét¢. fonde] ne feil. 1340-70 A lisaunder 107 
Now fares Philip pe free too fonden his myght. 1375 
Barsour Bruce vi. 618, I will..se quhat fors that thai can 
faynd. ?ax400 Morte Arth. 3372 Fonde of the fyneste, 
thow freliche byerne. a@xz400-50 Alexander 681 Quod 
Alexander to pis athill as he hisarte fandis. c1460 Towne- 
ley Myst. 36 My servand I will found and frast. 

absol. a1300 Cursor M, 542 Pe erth [gis man] be tast, to 
fele and faand. . 

b. With sentence as 07.:; To prove, try to find 
out, see. 

azo00 Runic Poem 25 (Gr.) Garsecz fandad, hweder ac 
hebbe zdele treowe. @x1000 Cxdimon’s Gen. 2410 (Gr.) 
Ic wille fandizan nu..hweet ba men don. ¢ 1205 Lay, 2949 
Ic wille fondien whulchere beo mi beste freond. c¢ 1250 Gen. 
& Ex. 5946 Ic sal fonden and sen Quat tiding so it cam on 
de nizt. cx300 Harrow. Hell 68 Forte..fonden how we 

leyen here. c1440 York Myst. xx. 264, 1 schall thynke on 
ah wele To ffonde what is folowand. 

e. To examine, scan. 
pias Pearl xv. (Gollancz) Her figure fyn quen I had 
onte. 

d. To ‘tempt’, ‘ prove’ (God). 
const. ge. after OE. 

e178 Lamb, Hom. 93 Hwi iweard hinc swa pet 3it dur- 
sten fondian godes. ax1300 £. E. Psalter cy[i]. 14 Pai 
fanded?God in drines. 1375 Barsour Bruce xu. 364 Thai 
faynd god all too gretumly. ; 

2. To endeavour to lead into evil; to tempt. 

c 1175 Lamb. Hom, 67 He fondede god solf mid his 
wrenche. c1200 Ormin 5945 He purrh pe labe gast Wass 
sipbenn fandedd pri33ess- ¢ 1275 Passion 28 in O. LE. Misc. 
(1872) 38 For to beon yuonded of sathanas pen olde. 1340 
Ayenb, 15 Zuo heb pe dyeuel diuerse maneres. .to uondi be 
uolk. ¢13375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Andreas 167 Scho me 
fandyt besily To syne with hyr in lichory. 1393 Lancet. 
P. Pl, C. xv. 120 In whiche flood pe feend fondep man. 

b. In good or neutral sense: To try to induce 
(to do something). 

c1425 Wyntoun Croz. vi. xviii. 276 He hym fandyde.. 
of Scotland to tak be crowne. J 

3. a. To have experience of, deal with (a per- 
son); to have (carnal) acquaintance with. b. To 
make experiment with (a thing); to prove, try. 
ec. absol. To have experience (of something im- 
plied). 

1178 Cott. Hom. 239 God burh his mucele milce ne letes 
us nefer fandie. c1z00 Zrin. Coll. Hom. 224 Hadde he 
fonded sume stunde, he wolde seggen oder. c¢1320 Sir 
Tristr. 860 3ongling .. Foles thou wendest to fand. 
1330 Roland §& V. 470 So hard he was to fond. 1340-70 
Alisaunder 740 Hee..fonded hur fleshlych or hee fare 
wolde. ¢1420 Pallad, on /usbh, 1. 1137 But malthes colde 
in other crafte thou founde. /é7d¢. 11. 551 Cannetes nowe 
with craftes may be fande. c 1450 Mirour Saluacioun 74% 
Marie fande first the avowe of gloriouse maydenhede, 

4. To enquire; to seek, look for; to enquire 
into (a matter); to search (a place), explore (a 
track). Also const. of, to enquire about, hence, to 
care for, 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 104 Of smelles. .ne uond ich novt much- 
eles. ¢1340 Cursor MM. 6441 (Trin.) Pis ille folk was 
wantoun to fonde pat moyses hadde vndir honde, /did. 
10840 (Trin,) Pis aungel sende pe trinite.. Nazareth be toun 
to fond. a 1400-1480 A levander 4871 Pat pan fonde all pe 
flote fiftene dayis. ¢1420 Chron, Vilod. 640 Pey,.vondeden 


In early use 


FAND. 


p’ place, and made hit ryde Tyll [etc.}. c¢1425 Wynroun 
Cron. vil. ix. 369 Pai fayndyd of pis be kyngis wille. 
b. absol. To ask. 

1340-70 Alisaunder 1034 Leeue fader. .fonde I, mee tell 
The sterre pat yee staren on sticketh it in heuin. 

5. To attempt, try. Const. o with 7nf. 

a 1225 St. Marher. 10 Pene acursede gast pat feonded to 
fordo me. 1297 R. Giouc.(1724) 455 3e stallewardes kny3tes, 
pat..pes kyng vondeb bryng to no3te. c 1300 Cursor M. 
21224 (Cott.) Mani oiper men in strijf Fanded for to folu his 
lijf. 1375 Barnour Bruce 1. 42 ‘The barnage. .fayndyt fast 
To cheyss a king. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 7 
Elsynus bisshop of Wynchestre..fondede to have pe see. 
c 1450 St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 1750 Let vs fande som helpe 
to gett. 1494 Fapyan Chron. vil. 304 He fondyd to put y° 
prerogatyue..from y°munkys. 1590 Spenser /, Q. 111. vii. 
26 For in the sea to drowne herselfe she fond, Rather then 
of the tyrant to be caught. 

absol. c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Knt. 565 What may mon do 
bot Fonde? 

b. To busy oneself. 

e 1350 I7ll. Palerne 1682 In pe kechene. .arn crafti men 
«pat fast fonden alday to flen wilde bestes. 

6. To attempt, undertake (a deed). Also with 
sentence as 0/7.; To take care, see (that). 

Beowulf 2454 Ponne se an hafad purh deades nyd dada 
zefondad. a1300 Beket 676 He wende him..into the see 
passage forto fonde. 1307 Elegy Edw. I. v, Thou hevedest 
sunne, That thou the counsail woldest fonde, To latte the 
wille of kyng Edward To wend to the holy londe. ?a@1400 
Morte Arth. 656 Ffaunde my fforestez be ffrythede. c 1400 
Melayne 1401 ‘Thou fayles of that thou fande. a@ 1440 Sir 
Degrev. 120 He was in the holy lond, Dede of armes for 
to ffond. a1455 Hottann Hozlate xlvii, 3aipe, thocht 
he 3o0ng was, to faynd his offens. 

7. To acquit oneself (well); also with refl. pron. 

¢ 1470 Henry Wallace 1x. 1273 Thai had..fayndyt thaim 
rycht weill. /é7d¢. x, 1026 A..knycht..fayndyt weill amang 
his enemys keyn. 

8. To go, proceed; also with refl.pron. = Founpv.1 

@1340 Cursor M, 12978 (Cott.) Apon pe heist fell he faand, 
@ 1400-50 Alevander 2671 Pan fandis he furth in-to be 
fild. c1440 Vork Myst. xviit. 149 Fande pe furthe faste 
for to flee. c 1650 Six Lambewell 517 in Furniy. Percy Folio 
I. 160 A softly pace her palfray fand. 

Fand, obs. pa. t. of Frnp. 


Fandang (feendze-n) dal. [See next]. See quot. 

1876 Ropinson Whitby Gloss. (E. D.S.), Fandangs..the 
fanciful adornments in personal attire, trinkets. 

Hence Fanda'ngous a. Pompous, showy. 

1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Begear Girl (1813) III. 277 
A parcel of nonsense about jukes and lords, and them sort 
of fandangus trumpery. 

Fandangle (findzng’l). co//og. [An arbitrary 
formation; perh. suggested by next.] Fantastic 
ormament ; nonsense, tomfoolery. 

1880 World of Cant xxiv. 196 A girl is sure to keep up 
some of the old fandangle of her mother. 1887 JrEssorr 
Arcady viii. 232 A solo with no end of shakes and trills and 
fandangles. 

Fandango (fndz-ngo). 
alleged to be of negro origin.] 

1. A lively dance in 2 time, very popular in Spain 
and Spanish America. 

17.. Exiz. Carrer Leté, (1808) 138 You are twirled round 
in the faxdango of the world. 1774 Mav. D’Arsiay Lardy 
Diary (1189) I. 286 Upon my word, the fandango, like the 
allemande, requires sentiment, to dance it well. 1812 S. 
Rocers Voy. Columbus v. 146 With gipsy maid Dancing 
Fandangos in the chestnut shade, 1863 Ouma /feld in 
Bondage (1870) 56 Scores of Castillian girls I have seen 
doing the fandango. 

b. Mus. A tune to which the fandango is danced. 

1800 H. WeLts Constantia Neville (ed. 2) 1. 258 Spanish 
ladies, with guittars..who never had read of a fandango. 
185t Mayne Reip Scalp Hunt. \wiii, The music com- 
mences. It isa merry air—a fandango. 1866 Encret Wat. 
Mus. i. 10 Gluck adopted in his ballet ‘Don Juan’ a well- 
known Spanish fandango. 

2. A social assembly for dancing, a ball. 

In 18th c. common in English use; now only U.S., or 
with reference to foreign countries. 

1760-72 tr. Fuan §& Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) 1.39 One of the 
most favourite amusements of the natives here, is a ball, 
or Fandango. 1766 C, Anstey Bath Guide xiii. 14 She 
loves an Assembly, Fandango, or Rout. 1785 Cowprr 
Faithful Bird 33 Satisfied with noise, Fandango, ball, and 
rout! 1854 BartLett Mex. Boundary I. xviii. 429 A per- 
petual fandango was thus kept up day and night. 

=FANDANGLE, rare. 

1856 Miss Mutock Halifax x. (1859) 109 No fripperies or 
fandangos of any sort. 

4. attrib., as fandango-bird. 

1871 J. F. Hamitton in /47s 305 The natives [of Brazil] 
call them Fandango birds, and say that they are in the 
habit of performing a dance. 


Fanda:ngo, v. xonce-wd. To dance a fandango. 

1834 Beckrorp /faly 11. 364 Thirteen or fourteen couples 
started. .and fandangoed away. 

+ Fa'nder, fonder. O/s. [f. Fanp v.+-ER!.] 
A tempter. 

_ €1340 Cursor M. 25369 (Cotton Galba) Fals fanders [we] 

here haue thrin. 1340 Ayevd. 116 Pe dyeuel is be uondere, 

+ Fa:nding, fonding, 2//. sé. Obs. [f. Fann 
v. + -ING 1] 

1. The action of trying. a. A testing or putting 
to the proof; a trial. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M, 7231 (Gott.) Ofte in fanding men findes 
sua [etc.]. c1400 Gamelyn 147, 1 ne did it noght brover 
but for a fondyng. c1450 S?¢. Cuthbert 2493 And send him 


fandyngs many ma. 14.. Fes 20in Furniv. Ballads from 
MSS, 1, 320 Brettyng of benes & fondyng of foles. 


[a. Sp. fandango ; 
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b. A trying to do or find out something; an 
attempt, experiment. 

a 1000 Cxdmon's Gen. 1452 (Gr.) He..of earce forlet.. 
haswe culufran on fandunga. a1300 Cursor M, 17756 
(Cott.) All pair fanding was for noght. ¢1340 /did. 23776 
(Fairf.) Wib-outen ani fonding of flizt. 1375 Barsour 
Bruce w. 691 Vhai..maks fanding Off things to cum to haiff 
knawing. 

2. Temptation, 

c1ooo Aiirric Jnterr, Sigezuulfi (Mac Lean) Ixix, He 
wyle pet hi beon be zebungenran on bere fandunge. 
e1175 Lamb. Hom. 69 Pet ure leue beo ure sceld ajein pes 
fondes fondunge. a1300 Cursor M. 25111 (Cott.) Lede pou 
vs inna fanding. a1340 Hampote Psalter xvii. 32 In pe 
i sall be outreft fra fandynge. 1377 Lanect. P. P72. B. xiv. 
298 pe fyfte is..a frende in alle fondynges. 1426 AupELAY 
Poems 21 Fore one fonding of the fynd fulfyl your forward. 
1496 Dives & Paup. (W. de W.) x. iii. 374/1 The fende.. 
stange..Adam..with his wycked fondynge. 

3. ? A tempting of Providence. Cf. Fann v. 1d. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 14. 289 For-owt fayntice or yheit 
faynding. 

+ Fane, sJ.' Ols. Also 5 fayne, 5-6 phane, 7 
faine; and see Vane. [Common Teut.: OF. 
Jana wk. masc. = OF ris. Jana, OS. and OHG. fano 
(Ger. fahne), Goth. fana, ON. (gunn-) fani (Da. 
Jane, Sw. fana; the mod.Icel, fanz, ‘ buoyant, 
high-flying person’, is unconnected). ] 

1. A flag, banner, pennant, 

azo00 Boeth, Metrai. 10 Fana hwearfode scir on sceafte. 
c 1325 Coer de L. 3893 ‘Vhey trumpyd and her baners dis- 
playe Off sylk, sendel, and many a fane. 1459 Zest. Ebor. 
u1, (Surtees) 227 A grete salte salar gilte with banars and fanes, 
1503 Hawes Lxam/. Virt, iii. 31 The towres.. With fanes 
wauerynge in the wynde, 1671 R. Bonun Disc, Wind 72 
The Fanes of ships. 1712 Lond. Gas. No. 5051/3 Ensigns, 
Jacks, Pendants and Fanes. 1806 Naval Chron, XV. 194 
On the fane of her fore-mast, is the date. 

2. A weathercock. See VANE. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Clerk's T. 940 O stormy poeple .. ever 
untrewe..and chaungyng asa fane. 1483 Cath. Ang/, 122 
A Fayne ofaschipe. .ubia weder coke, c1g10 Barctay Mirr, 
Gd, Manners (1570) Biv, Varying as fanes erect vnto the 
winde, ?1635 GLaprHorNE Lady Mother 1. i. in Bullen 
O. Pi. (1883) II. 142 Light faines erected on the tops Of 
lofty structures, 1773 J. NoortHouck //ist. London 611 
The turret..from its top rises a ball that supports the fane. 

Fane (féin), sb.4 poet. Also 7 fawne, 5-7 
phane. fad. L. fan-um temple.] A temple, 

14.. Lypc. Lyfe of our Ladye (Caxton) Hj, To haue 
answer..How long this fane ryal of asyse ..sholde last. 
1430 — Chron. Troy i. xiii, In this phane.. they knele. 
1563-87 Foxe A. § AZ, (1596) 107/1 ‘The idolatrous tem- 
ples and phanes. 1637 Hreywoop Diad, iv. 62 The phane 
Where the two brothers deify’d remain, 1727-46 ‘THomson 
Summer 769 Where palaces, and fanes, and Villas rise. 
1814 Scotr Ld. of /sles 1v. x, To old Iona’s holy fane. 1850 
Tennyson /7 Jem. lvi, Man, her last work .. built him 
fanes of fruitless prayer. 

transf.and fig. @1618 SytvestER Du Bartas, Panaretus 
656 Long live the Story Of Valiant Princes in the Fane of 
Glory. @1839 Prarp Poems (1864) IT. 54 The fane where 
Fashion dwells, ‘ Lyce’s Academy for Belles’. | 

Hence + Faned ///. a. [+-ED*], having a fane; 
enshrined. 

1633 Forp Love’s Sacr, u. ii, Such. .as might well become 
The shrine of some fan’d Venus. 

Fane (féin), 50.3. Ods. (See quots.) 

c1o00 Sax, Leechd, 1. 138 Drenc wip feondseocum men, 
of ciricbellan to drincanne. . fane, finul[etc.]. 1597 GERARDE 
Herbal Supp. to Gen. Table, Hane, white Flower deluce. 
1878 Britten & Hottann Plant-n., Hane..some white- 
flowered Iris, but we cannot determine the species. ; 

Fane (fein), 50.4 Sc, [Cf. Sw. fax the devil.] 
An elf, a fairy. 

1806 Train Poet. Reveries, Witch Inverness 100 Kate was 
haunted wi’afane. /é7d. 27 Every fane. .in thy breast. 

Fane, Sc. f. of Fain, Frian, 

Fane, obs. f. of FAn sé, 

Fane, Sc. pa. t. of F Ink z. to finish. 

Faneer, obs. f. of VENEER. 

|| Fanega (fanzga). Also 7 [Sp. 
Janega, also hanega.| 

1. A Spanish measure of quantity, usually equal 
to a bushel or a bushel and a half. 

1502 ARNOLD Chron. 158 He promysed him of whete and 
barly xxv. fanegas. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa i. 372 
Everie Hanega of corne that is ground in Fez. 1760-72 
tr. Fuan & Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) Il. 285 The fanega costs 
here only ten or twelve rials, or two dollars. 1850 B. Tay- 
Lor Eldorado vii. (1862) 65 We purchased half a fanega—a 
little more than a bushel—of wheat, for $5. 

2. A measure for land. 

1852 Tu. Ross tr. Humboldt’s Trav, I. xv. 478 In this 
country five thousand three hundred coffee-trees are gener- 
ally planted in a fanega of ground. 


Fan-fan (foenfeen). [Formed by repeating the 
first syllable of Fanny.] A pet dog. 


71834 Hraser’s Mag. X. 169 The noble now upon his fan- 
fan spends Revenues large ; her puppies are his friends, 


Fanfarade (fenfaré''d). rare. [f. next + -ADE.] 
= FANFARE. 

1883 R. Brown in Fortin. Rev. 1 Sept. 386 Ushered into 
the world with a louder fanfarade of literary trumpeters. 
1884 Biackmore //ist. Sir /’. Upmore I. 319 The infectious 
fanfarade of the great Rogue's March. 

|| Fanfare (feenfée-1, fanfar). Also 6 famphar, 
7 erroneously farfara. [Fr. fanfare perhaps 
an echoic word.] A flourish, call, or short tune, 
sounded by trumpets, bugles, or hunting-horns. 


hanega. 











FANG, 


1769 Grassinrau Mus. Dict. App. 20(T.) Fanfare, [is] a 
sort of military air or flourish..performed by trumpets, and 
imitated by other instruments. 1816 Scotr O/d Mort. xi, 
Amid the fanfare of the trumpets. 1863 Loncr. /’adc. 
Federigo 221 Fanfares by aérial trumpets blown. 1887 Grove 
Dict, Mus, WV. 470 Yhey [horns] were used .. for playing 
merry fanfares..when the huntsmen.. returned home, 

b. transf. and jig. 

a 1605 MontcomeriE Welcome Ld. Semple 40 My trompet, 
to, sall sound The famphar of thy fame. 1628 Lr Grys tr. 
Barclays Argenis 159 Vhe farfaras of Drummes and 
Trumpets. 1676 Tempte Let. to King Wks. 1731 II. 425 
After all his Fanfares about a separate Peace. 1878 L. W. 
M. Lockuart Mine is Thine I. xxiv. 130 The harsh fan- 
fares of forced laughter. 

Hence Fa‘nfare v. z/rv., to sound a fanfare. 

1860 Russet Diary India II. 237 As we moved the 
Trumpets fanfared the Drums rattled. 

|| Fanfaron (fe-nfargn), 5. (a.). 
faroone, -rrone, 8 -ran, 9 -roon, 


f. fanfare.] 


1. A blusterer, boaster, braggart. 

1622 Masse tr, Aleman's Guzman d’Alf u. 62 They 
should not play the Fanfarrones. 1694 R. L’EstRANGE 
Fables 137 Vhere are fanfarons in the tryals of wit too, as 
well as in feats of Arms. 1754 H. Warpotr Lett. 1. Mann 
(1834) III cclviii. 78 An excellent fanfaron, a Major Wash- 
ington. 186x Sata Dutch Pict. xix. 297, 1..always set him 
down as a vapouring fanfaroon, 

b. Const, of One who makes a parade of some- 
thing ; a trumpeter of. 

1857 Fonsianque Life & Lad. (1874) 273 He is a little 
fanfaron of his virtues. 1880 M¢Cartuy Own Times 1. ii. 
27 He became the fanfaron of vices which he never had. 

e. attrib. or adj. Braggart, boastful. 

1670-98 Lassets Voy. /taly 1. Pref., He must not follow 
them in all their Phantastical and fanfaron clothings. 1716 
M, Davies Athen, Brit. ut. Diss. upon Pallas Angtlic. 21 
These Fanfaran or Thrasonick Romists. 1831 Soc. Life 
Lng. & France ii. 74 Blood .. seems to have been a sort of 
fanfaron assassin, 

2. =FANFARE. 

1848 Lytton Harold II. 1x. ii, 298 Amidst a loud fan- 
faron of fifes and trumpets. 

Fanfaronade (fe:nfargnéi-d, fanfaronad), sd. 
Also 9 fanfaronnade, -arronade. [ad. F. /av- 

Jaronnade, f. fanfaron. Cf. Sp. fanfarronada.| 

1. Boisterous or arrogant language, boastful as- 
sertion, brag ; ostentation ; an instance of this. 

1652 Urqunarr Fewel Wks. (1834) 217 The Gasconads of 
France, Rodomontads of Spain, Fanfaronads of Italy. 
a1745 Swirt Pref Bp. Sarum’s Intro. Wks. 1841 1. 
379 b, The bishop copied this proceeding from the fan- 
faronade of Monsieur Bouffleurs. 1784 Bacre Barhar 
Downs V1, 259 He damned her ingratitude; She, his fan- 
farronade. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi Yourn. France 1. 24 [It] 
diverted me .. by the fanfaronades that it contained. 1814 
Scotr Diary 24 Aug., He seemsto..act..likea chief, with- 
out the fanfaronade of the character. 1865 KincsLey Hevew. 
xii, (1866) 165 They outvied each other in impossible fan- 
farronades, 

412. =FAnrarr. 

181z2 Examiner 12 Oct. 652/2 The fanfarronade .. of the 
favourite Hussars, 1861 Durton Cook /. /oster’s D. i, 
So much by way of a fanfaronade before the showman pulls 
the strings, 

Hence Fa:mfarona‘de v. 7v¢r., to bluster, 
swagger. Fa:nfarona‘ding v0/. sb. and f//. a. 

1837 CartyLte Fr. Rev. Il. 1. viii. 58 With ceremonial 
evolution and manoeuvre, with fanfaronading .. they made 
oath. .to stand faithfully by one another, /67d. II. vi. viii. 
422 Fanfaronading emigrants. 1878 Bayne Purit. Kev. v. 
157 His professed contempt for impossibility was useful only 
for fanfaronading purposes. 

Fanfarra‘do. zonce-wd. =FANFARE. 

1824 GaLt Rothelan 111. 230 My arrival was announced 
to the ducal court with a great fanfarrado. 

+ Fa‘nfreluche, v. Ols. Also 7 fanferluche. 
[ad. F. fanfrelucher in same sense.] zz/r. To 
trifle ; to act wantonly. Also, 40 fanfreluche it. 

1653 Urqunart Rabelais ut. xxiii, They .. jumd and fan- 
freluched at every fields end. @ 1693 /bid. 11. xxxi. 265 By 
dufling and fanferluching it..Thirty times a day. 

Fanful (fe-nfil). [f Fawn sd.+-ruL.] As much 
as a fan [FAN 50, 1 a] will contain. 

1806-7 A. YounG Agric. Essex (1813) 1. 110, 3 corn fans- 
ful of chaff each horse per week, at 6d, per fanful. _ 

Fang (fey), 5’. Also 7 phang(e. [OE. fang, 
cogn. with OFris. fang m., ON. fang n., MHG. 

fang, vanc m., repr. OTeut. *fango-, f, root of 
*fanhan (see FANG v.).] 
I. The act or fact of catching or seizing. 

+1. A capture, catch. Also a tight grasp, a 
grip. J fang with: in the embrace, under the 
protection of. (Cf. ON. / fang, in one’s arms.) 

a 1400-50 Alexander 1725 In fang with my faire godis. 
c1470 Henry Wadlace x1. 1219 King Eduuard was rycht 
fayn off that fang. 1597 J. Payne Royal Exch, 41 Whome 
he once gettethe with full fange into his gripinge clowches 
he howldeth faster then catt the mowce. 1600 SHAKs. 
A, Y.L.u.i.6 The Icie phange And churlish chiding of 
the winters winde, . 

* b. Sc. In phrase 70 Jose the fang: ‘10 miss one’s 
aim, to fail in an attempt’ (Jam.). Also of a 
pump (see quot.). 

1825, Jamieson Suppl. I.s.v., A pump well is said to lose 
the fang when the water quits the pump. 

2. concr. That which is caught or taken ; captured 
game ; booty, plunder, spoils (ods. exc. Sc.). Hence, 
in Sc. Law of a thief: Caught, taken with the fang. 


Also 7 fan- 
[F. fanfaron, 


FANG. 


1016 O. E. Chron. (Laud MS.), [Hi] fang woldon fon. a 1300 
Cursor M. 3728 (Cott.) Was pou not at me right now, And 
fedd me wit pi fang i trau? /é7d. 15434 (Cott.) Quen. .ludas 
pus receiued had his fang. ¢1340 /ézd. 4801 (Fairf.) Quen 
3e fondyn haue 30ur fange. 1609 Skene Keg. Maz. 71 
Gif ane man apprehends in his house ane theif, with the 
fang of the thift. 1728 Biggar Council Proceedings, ‘Vhe 
fangs (plunder) being found in his house. 1790 Morrison 
Poems 110 Snap went the sheers, then in a wink, The fang 
was stow'd behind a bink, 

II. An instrument for catching or holding. 

+3. A noose, trap. In quots. fig. Obs. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Sco¢. I. 470 ‘The Britis fled, and wes 
fane of that fang To leif the Romanis in the thickest thrang. 
1794 Piper of Peebles 277 Vhe Laird was fairly in a fang, 
An’ naething for him now but hang. ; 

4. A canine tooth; atusk. In J/. applied gen. 
to the teeth of dogs, wolves, or other animals re- 
markable for strength of jaw. 

1555 Even Decades 187 Vheyr fanges ordogge teeth. 1613 
Heywoop Silver Age it. 157 Vhese phangs shall gnaw vpon 
your cruded bones. a@1zoo Drypen Ovid vit. 535 The fatal 
Fang drove deep within his Thigh. a@1771 Gray Poems, 
Descent of Odin 10 yes that glow, and fangs that grin. 
1808 Med. Frnl. XIX. 58 This is done by inserting his 
{a leech’s] three fangs into the skin. 1840 Dickens Old 
C. Shop iii, The few discoloured fangs gave him the aspect 
of a panting dog. 1867 Emerson May Day, etc. Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 439 Wolves shed their fangs. 

Jig. 1601 Suaxs. 7wel. N.1. v. 196 By the verie phangs 
of malice, I sweare I am not that I play. a 1633 AusTIN 
Medit. (1635) 191 Fast in the Iron fangs of that Foxe Herod. 
1794 Fox Sf. 21 Jan. Wks, 1815 V. 159 ‘The relentless fangs 
of despotism, 1827 Hatram Const. Hist. (1876) 1. i. 28 
Sufficient to bring him within the fangs of the recent statute. 
1867 ‘TrRoLLovE Chron. Barset I. lii. 89 Having stronz 
hopes . .that Grace’s father might escape the fangs of justice. 

b. In various transferred uses : {see quots.). 

1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 123 The Phangs of a 
Tooth-drawer. 1776 MickLe tr. Camoens’ Lusiad vu. 282 
The anchor'’s moony fangs. 1789 7vans. Soc, Encourag. 
Arts VIL. 193 The fangs on the fliers are alternately driven. 
a182z5 Forsy Voc. FE, Angelia, Fang, a fin. From the 
fancied resemblance of their pointed ends to long teeth. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xivi. (1856) 423 The water-line 
was toothed with fangs of broken ice. 1878 BrowninG La 
Saisiaz 14 Fangs of crystal set on edge in his demesne. 

+e. ~/. The mandibles of an insect. Ods. 

1609 C. Buriter Vem. Mon. (1634) 102 The matter thereof 
[of wax] they gather from flowers with their Fangs. 1713 
Warver True Amazons (ed. 2) 3 Her [a Bee's] Fangs, or 
Mouth, wherein are her Teeth. 

d. The venom-tooth of a serpent; also the 
claws, provided with poison-ducts, which terminate 
the chelicerze of a spider. 

1800 Med. Frni. IV. 295 The punctures made by the 
poisonous fangs were evident, 1802 PaLtey Nat. Theol. xii, 
§ 1 The fang of aviper..is aperforated tooth. 1855 Kincs- 
Ley Heroes 11. 206 Where are your spider's fangs? 1862 
Darwin Fertil. Orchids v. 220 Each horn is tubular, like 
an adder’s fang. 1875 CampBrinGe in /:xcycel. Brit. (ed. 9) 
Il. 294 Vhe channel [of the poison] running completely 
through the fang [in a spider]. 

Jig. 1809-10 CoLeripGE Friend, The serpeit fang of this 
error, 1849 Robertson Ser. Ser. 1. xili. 224 The fang of 
evil pierces the heel of the noblest as he treads it down. 

+5. A claw or talon. Ods. 


Although this sense would appear on etymological grounds 
likely to have existed, it seems to rest solely on the authority 
of the Dicts. Possibly it may have been wrongly inferred 
from figurative applications of sense 4, in which the pl. is 
often equivalent to ‘clutches’, ‘grasp’, with little or no 
conscious allusion to the literal use. 

1731 J. K. New Eng. Dict. (ed. 3), Fang, a claw. 
B. Martin, Fangs, claws, 
the talons. 

+ b. (See quot.) 

1768 E. Buys Dict. Terms Art, Fangs,(in Botany) the shoots 
or tendrils by means of which one Plant takes hold of another. 

6. The pointed tapering part of anything which 
is embedded in something else. a. A spike; the 
tang of a tool. 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1776), Dog, a sort of iron 
hook, or bar, with a sharp fang at one end, so formed as to 
be easily driven into a plank. 1823 P. NicHotson Pract. 
Build. 222 Mang, the narrow part of the iron of any instru- 
ment which passes into the stock. 1887 S. Cheshire Gloss., 
Fang, a prong, é.g. a yelve-fang. 

b. The root of a tooth; one of the prongs into 
which this divides. 

1666 Phil. Trans. 1. 381 That Tooth .. which had not a 
phang like other Cutters. 1803 Med. Frul. X. 365 If the 
fangs were capable of an increase by the ossific inflamma- 
tion, 1872 Huxcey Phys. vi.142 One cr more fangs which 
are embedded in sockets. 

+e. A prong of a divided root. Ods. 

1664 Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 200 Take out your Indian 
Tuberoses, parting the Offsets (but with care, lest you break 
their Fangs). 1727 Braptey Fam. Dict. s.v. Anenione, 
(Sifting earth upon the bed] till .. there remain only above 
ground the Fangs of these young Anemones. 

TIL. Technical uses. 

7. Naut. a. A rope leading from the peak of the 

gaff of a fore-and-aft sail to the rail on each side 


(used for steadying the gaff). Nowusually Vane. 
1513 Douctas nets y. xiv. 8 Now the lie scheit, and 
now the luf, thai slak, Set in a fang, and threw the ra abak. 
1769 Fatconer Dict, Marine Giv, The mizen-yard is 
furnished with fazgs, or vangs in the room of braces. 
b. ~/. The valves of a pump-box. [Cf. 1 b.] 
1867 in Smytu Salon's Word-bk. 
[Derbyshire dialect: 


8. Mining. (See quots. ) 
Also WINDFANG. ] 


1749 
1755 JOHNSON, /ang, the nails, 


perh. a separate word. 


{ 
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a1661 Futter Worthies 1. 230 A Spindle, a Lampturne, 
a Fange. 1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. Giv b, Fange is a 
Place. .which is left as we drive along the Drift, on purpose 
to carry Wind along with us. 1802 MaAwe JA/ineral. 
Derbysh. Gloss., Kang, a case made of wood, &c., to carry 
wind into the mine, 1836 R. Furness Medicus Magus 51 
(The devil] quite rusty with the smoke, Fled up the Fang. 
{Here app. used for ‘chimney’.] /47c’, 69 (Glossary) Kang, 
a passage made for conducting air after the miner, 

Fang (fen), 7. Now arch. or dial, Forms: 
a, Inf. 1-2 f6n, 3 fo-n; pa. t. 1-4 feng, (3 fang, 
south. veng, venk, 4 feyng), 3-5 fong(e, (5 fone), 
8 south. vung; pa. pple. 1 fangen, 3 fon, 5 
fonge. B. Inf.3 Ovm.fangenn, 3-6 fong(e(n, (3 
foangen), 4-6 fange, (fannge, fonnge), 5fangyn, 
(6 fangue), 7 phang, sow/h. vang, 3- fang; 
pa. t. and pa. pple. 4-5 fonged, -ett, -id, -it, Sc. 
fangit, 4- fanged. [Com. Teut.: OE. /bn, 
redupl. str. vb. corresp. to OFris. fa, OS. fihan, 
OHG. fihan (MHG. wéhen, mod.Ger. (poet.) 
Jahen’, ON. ft (Da. faae, Sw. fa), Goth. fahan 
:—OTeut. */anhan, pret. fe/ang-, pa. pple. fangano-. 
About 1200 the stem fazg- of the pa. pple. appears 
as a present-stem (inf. /awger), and gradually 
supersedes the older form; a similar change has 
taken place independently in the other Teut. 
langs.: cf. Du. vangen, mod. HG. fangen, late Icel. 
fanga (Da. fange, Sw. fanga). Vhe weak pa. t. 
and pa. pple., which are peculiar to English, appear 
first in 14th c.; the original strong forms seldom 
occur after the 15th c.] 

+1. trans. To lay hold of, grasp, hold, seize ; 
to clasp, embrace, Ods. 


¢12z00 Ormin 3733 Mann mihhte himm fon & pinenn. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 17723 (Cott.) Symeon .. iesus tuix his 
handes fang. a 1400-50 Alerander 2971 Felly fangis it [a 
torche] in his fist. c1g00 Wwaine § Gaz. 299, I wil him 
fang With mi fingers. a1450 Le Morte Arth. 1796 In hys 
hand a swerd he fone. c1470 Henry Wadlace u. 425 
Sodanly in armys he coud him fang. 

b. To catch (fish); to take in a snare. Also 
Jig. Obs. exc. arch. 

cgoo Beda’s Hist. 1.i.§ 1 Her beop oft fangene seolas & 
hronas. a12z5 St. Marher. 3 As pe fuhel pe is fon i pe 
fuheleres grune. a 1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5480 Of pat 

.fysche pat pai pus fang. c1q4so Henryson Jor. Fab. 69 
Might wee that herring fang. 1637 GititEsrir Lng. Pop. 
Cerem. I. viii. 36 He hath .. fanged himselfe faster in the 
snare. 1850 Briackie A¢schylus 11. 185 May Até Fang 
them in her hopeless snare! 1877 — IV7se Men 206 A 
little child. .Can fang a stickleback with pin for hook. 

+e. ‘To seize upon (booty) ; to catch, apprehend, 
get into one’s power (a person); to capture (a 
city), to seize (lands, possessions). Ods. 

1016 O, #. Chron., Hifang woldon fon. ¢ 1325 Metr. 
Flom. 89 He might this ilk nonne fange ‘To slake his lust. 
?a1400 Morte Arth. 425 Ffaunge the fermes in fatthe of 
alle pa faire rewmes. c1g00 Des/r. Troy 956 His goddis. . 
hym grace lent ‘The flese for to fonge. c1440 Work A7yst. 
xix, 128 May I pat faitour fange. c 1450 MWivour Salua- 
cioun 56 ‘The toure of Baris. .was so verray stronge That all 
the werld fro two men with force moght noght it fonge. 
c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5744 Pat na thefe suld him [a 
horse] fang. c¢1470 HarpinG Ch7ox. cxxxix. iv, ‘To assayle 
the citee, and haue fongid With might of menne. 1522 
Skevton IVAy not to Court 1157 [He] wy]l. .streitly strangle 
us, And he may fange us. 1570 Levins Manip. 23 To 
Fangue, conzprehendere. 1607 Dekker & WEBSTER Northw. 
foe 1. Wks. 1873 111. 10 Hee’s in the lawes clutches, you 
see hee's fanged. 1607 Suaks. 77207 1V. iii. 23 Destruction 
phang mankinde. 1691 Woop 47h. O-ron. II. 327 Death 
fang’d the remnant of his lugs. 

absol, 1638 Suirtey Aart. Soldier in Bullen O. PZ. (1882) 
I, 242 It has ever beene my profession to fang and clutch and 
to squeeze, 

+d. To get, get at, obtain, procure. 
get together, collect. Ods. 

1340-70 Alex, § Dind. 552 For ensample, bi my sawe sob 
mow 3e fonge Of iubiter. a@1400-50 Alexander 2059 
Amonta be mi3tfullhis men pan he fangis. c¢ 1400 AZelayne 
984 Go fonnge the another fere. ¢1440 Vork ALyst. xxvi. 
16 ‘Vher fanged I my fame. 1513 DouGias ve7s v1. ix. 
138 Furth renting all, his fude to fang full fane. 15.. 
Childe of Bristowe 33 Hazl. £. P. P. (1864) 112 He rought 
not whom he begiled, worly good to fong, 1560 RoLLAND 
Crt. Venus 1. 3 He him bethocht for to fang sum defence. 
ax1605 Montcomerie Natur Passis Nuriture 34 To fang 
his friendship they war fane. 

+e. To fang up: ‘to pluck up’ (the heart) ; 
to ‘take up’, interrupt sharply. Ods. 

a1400-50 Alexander 988 Fange vp 30ur hertis, Jdzd. 
2197 Pan fangis him vp pe fell kyng a fuyll feyned la3tir. 

. To receive, accept. a. To receive as a gift, 
or as one’s due; to earn as wages ; also, to accept 
as one’s lot. Obs. exc. dial. 

Beowulf 2989 He pam fratwum feng. cx1ooo Sal. & 
Sat. 686 (Gr.J Poh hider to me burh and breotone bold to 
sewealde rodora rices. c¢ 1200 OrmIN 5390 Seoffne 3ifess 
patt man fob Off Haliz Gastess hellpe. c1zos Lay. 6240 
Ah eower monradene ic wulle fon. 1258 Proclam. Hen. 111, 
Ri3t for to done and to foangen. c1325 Z. EL. Allit. P. B. 
540 Pe fowre frekez of be folde fongez pe empyre. c 1394 
P. Pl. Crede 836 It mot ben a man of also mek an herte Pat 
my3te..pat Holly Gost fongen. c1400 Vwaine § Gaw. 2642 
Wha juges men with wrang, The same jugement sal thai 
fang. ¢1475 Partenay 2423 When thes Barons thys answere 
had fong. 1482 in Exg. Gilds (1870) 313 Euery seruant that 
ffangyth wagys, schalle [etc.]. 1846 Spec. Cornish Dial. 
27 But ded’st fang any money? as a body may say. 


Also, to 





FANG. 


+b. Zo fang cristendom: to receive baptism, 
become Christian. Also, of Christ, 70 fang men- 
nishe or mankind: to assume human nature. Ods. 
c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 133 God fundede from heuene to 
eorde to fongen mennisshe. 1297 R. Grouc, (1724) 73 He 
willede anon in hys herte to fonge Cristendom., _¢1375 Sc. 
Leg. Saints, Magdalena 242 Howe mane-kynd pat he can 
fange. ¢1386 Cuaucer Man of Law's 7, 279 Sche wold 
reney hir lay, And cristendam of prestes handes fonge. 
+e. ‘To receive as a guest; to welcome. /2/. and 


Jig. Obs. 

c1275 Lay. 13378 He..hehte pe beste cnihtes .. breo 
hundred him come to and he 3am wolde wel fon. c¢ 1400 
Destr. Troy 366 He fongid bo freikes with a fine chere. 
c1418 Pol. Poems (Rolls) 11. 247 Fals beleve is fayn to 
fonge The lewde lust of lollardie. c1430 Pol. Rel. §& L. 
Poens (1866) 209 Pe modir pat wolde deep fong. 1578 
Scot. Poems 16th C. (1801) 130 Sa blyth as bird my God to 
fang. 

3. = ‘TAKE in various uses; esp. with obj. arms, 
counsel, leave, a name, one’s way; to undertake 
(battle). Also const. /0, unto, to be: To take (a 
person or thing) for (a purpose). 

axo000 Cxdmon's Gen. 287 (Gr.) Mid swilcum mzgz man 
red zepencean fon. ¢ 1205 Lay. 22878 Elec per feng water & 
cled. 1290 Beket 7 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 106 Gilbert Bekat . . 
him bi-pou3te pe Croiz for-to fo In-to pe holie land. ¢ 1314 
Guy Warw, (A.) 1122 Armes y fenge for loue of [pe]. 
€1330 Amis & Amit. 970 Pray him .. That he the batail 
for ous fong, Ogain the steward. c1340 Gaw. § Gr Ant. 
1556 Hir leue fayre con scho fonge. 1393 GowEeR Conf 
I. 245 Straught unto Kaire his wey he fongeth. c¢1394 
P. Pl. Crede 786 Pei schulden..mene-mong corn bred to her 
mete fongen. a@1400-50 Alexander 805* (Dublin MS.) 
Frist of my faire foles fang pe a hundreth. /é/d. 3186 Pe 
name of an Emperoure ne wald he neuire fange. @ 1420 
Hoccreve De Reg. Princ. 3831 Yf that a man outrageousli 
hem [wynes] fonge, They birien witte. 1420 S7ege Rouen 
in Avchxol. XX1. 67 As they satte here mete to fonge. 
c1440 Bone Flor, 1831 They went Florence to leman have 
fonge. c¢1460 Jowneley Myst. 133 Let us fownde a slepe 
to fang. 1567 Sempu.t Badlates i. (1872) 2 Zit neuer did sho 
se his maik in France Off royall bluid to fang to be hir feir. 

4. intr. To seize, lay hold, take hold ox; to 
take 70, betake oneself fo, turn 70, proceed Zo or 
against ; to set upon, attack. 

Beowulf 1542 Heo..him togeanes feng. 855 O. £. Chron., 
And pa fengon his ii sunu to rice, @ 1000 Byrhtnoth 10\Gr.) 
eB he to wapnum feng. ¢1200 77in. Coll. Hom, 181 De 
nonde fod to. .alle binge pe hire bed biheue. c 1205 Lay. 659 
Pe mete ford iwat for per fengen feole to. 7d. 1707 [Heo] 
fusden to pa Freinscan & heo hem to gan fengen. /é/d. 5909 

a odere. .fengen heom to-3xinenes. /d7d. 27176 pat whenne 
Rom-leoden per comen riden Pat heo uengen heom on. /ézd. 
31785 Peos feng to his riche after his fader daize. c 1320 
Cast, Love 895 Wip-outen eny mep on me heo fop. c 1325 
E. E. Allit, P. B. 457 He [pe rauen] fongez to pe fly3t. 
tax400 Morte Arth. 3309 He fongede faste one pe 
feleyghes [of a wheel]. a@ 1400-50 A/evander 1990 Fyne, 
fole, of pi fare, & fange to pi kythis. c 1420 A/etr. St. Kath. 
(Halliw.), Yonge to Cryste sche can to fonge. 1880 WW”. 
Cornwall Gloss. s.v., ‘1 don’t fang to your notions.’ 

5. To engage ov, set about, begin 07 ; to begin, 
commence /o do (something). 

c888 K. Aetrrep Boeth, xxxix. § 4 Ic zetiohhod hzfde 
on oder weorc to fonne. @1000 AfLFRic /xterr. Sigewul/i 
(Mac Lean) xxi, We fod nu on pa axunge par we hi zr 
forleton. ax12z5 St. Marher. 22 Pe feondes..fengen to 
3eien Margarete meiden. .leowse ure bondes. c 1275 Woman 
of Samaria 4 in O, E. Misc. (1872) 84 He venk to prechie. 
¢1306 Lwvecution Fraser 89 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 216 
Nou ichulle fonge ther ich er let Ant tellen ou of Frisel, 

b. With ov ady.: To begin. Cf. ONFANG v. = 
Ger. anfangen. Obs. 

c1z0s Lay. 31415 3et ich pe suggen wulle ane sunder 
rune hu pu mihte fon on pat hit ne bud nauere undon, 
a1225 St. Marher. 5 pe edie meiden .. feng on pees bone. 
a1225 Juliana 10 He feng on to tellen him hu his dohter 
droh him from deie fo deie. a1zg0 Owl §& Night. 179 
And fo we on mid ri3te dome. 

+6. To promise, resolve, undertake. 
with zz/. (or its equivalent). Ods. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 61 God us 3efe in horte to fon Pet we 
ne penchen ufel to don. a@1400 Cov. A/yst. (1841) 243 To do 
penawns loke that 3e ffonge. c 1400 Dest7. 7voey 599, I shall 
fonge you to forther, & my faith holde. 

b. Zo fang to: to be sponsor for. deal. 

[994 O. #. Chron., Se cyning /Epelred his onfeng zt 
bisceopes handa.] c142z20 Chron. Vilod. 558 Seynt Ede 
hurre self was redy tho per, To fonge to pe child as he had 
y tey3t. 1674 Ray S. § &. C. Words 80 He vangd to me 
at the Vant. 1746 Exmoor Scolding 8 Whan tha vung’st 
to..Rabbin. 1888 E:wortny I”. Som. Word-bk. 797 When 
the paa’sn come there wad-n nobody vor to yang to un. 

+'7. intr. To take one’s way, go, proceed ; also, 
to swerve from. Obs. 

ce1400 Song Roland 577 In Cristis name let us furthe 
fonge. ¢1456 Yurnament of Tottenham 193 in Percy 
Relig., He saw ‘Tyrry away wyth ‘Tyb fang. 1522 World 
§ Child in Hazl. Dodsley 1. 257 Conscience. Manhood, will 
ye by this word stand? Manhood. Yea, Conscience. .I will 
never from it fong. 1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. I. Proheme 
(1821) 13 The fatall hors did throw thair wallis fang. 

Fang (fen), v.2 [f. Fane sd.) 

1. trans. To strike one’s fang or fangs into. 
an anchor: To ‘bite’ with its fluke. 7aze. 

1808 J. Bartow Columb, vu. 216 And with thin moony 
anchors fang the coast. 1839 BaiLey Fes¢xs (1854) 531 What 
though sin, Serpent-like, fanged her. 

2. To fang a pump, (loosely) a well: to give (it) 
a grip of the water; to prime. Cf, Fane sé, 1 b, 
7b. Also fig. 


Const. 


Of 


EANGED. 


_ 1819 Blackw, Mag. V. 654 To fang a well signifies to pour 
into it sufficient liquid to set the pump at work again. 1826 
i Witson Noct, Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 19 If the wall’s fanged 

‘Il bring up a gush with a single drive. 1867 in Smyru 
Sailor's Word-bk. 1883 W. C. Smitu N.C. Folk 181 
Little he read, and what he did Was mostly sermons to 
* fang his pump’, 

Fanged (fend), a (ff. Fane sd. + -mp2. 
Furnished with fangs ; in various senses of FANG sd, 

1602 Suaxs. Ham. 11. tv. 203 My two school-fellows,— 
Whom I will trust as I will adders fang’d. 1670 Mitton 
Hist, Eng. u. (1851) 44 Chariots phang’d at the Axle with 
Iron Sithes. @1709 Watts Hore Lyr. u1, Victory of Poles 
65 A ridge of knotty oaks Deep fang’d. 1791 Cowper Ziad 
x. 424 <\s two fleet hounds sharp fang’d. 1794 CoLeriIDGE 
Destiny of Nations xiii, The night was fanged with frost. 
1816 Kirpy & Sp, Z7tomol. (1843) 11. 34 hey will make their 
fanged jaws meet at the very first stroke. 1820 Keats S¢. 
Agnes xvii, They be more fang’d than wolves and bears. 
1889 Evvin Dict, Herald, Plate xlii, 52 Fanged tooth, 

+ Fanger. Ods. [f. Fana v.+-ER1.] a. One 
who takes another under his protection, a guardian. 
b. One who catches or captures. e. That with 
which one catches hold (e.g. a tooth), 

a1300 #, £. Psalter iii, 4 Laverd, mi fanger[L. susceptor] 
art pou. a@1455 Hottanp Hozlate xiv, The Scarth [was] 
a fische fangar, 1612 Dekker [fit be not good Wks, 1873 
III. 313 All the craft in that great head of yours cannot get 
it out of my fangers. 1763 Det Pino S%. Dict., Dientes 
caninos, the eye-teeth, or fangers. 

Fanging (fenin), v4/. sd. [f. as prec. +-1ne1.] 

1. The action of the verb Fane in various senses. 
+a. The action of standing sponsor (oés.), b, The 
action ofearning wages; inpl.covcr.earnings. (dal.) 

1493 Festivall(W. de W. 1515) 167 b, Thrughe fongynge 
of chyldren at the fonte. 1846 Sec. Cornish Dial. 46 Why 
a spent all hes fangings laste Saturda nite. 

2. Mining. (A main of) air-pipes used for venti- 
lation in mines. Cf. Fane sd. 8. 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. H, That expense may be 
spared, and Air enough taken along by Fanging. 1875 
Ure Dict. Arts s.v. Hang, Sometimes the term a fanging 
is applied to a main of wood-pipes. 

Fangish (fe'nif), a. [f. as prec.+-1sH.] Of 
the nature of a fang; piercing. 

1825 Brppors Poems, Israelite amid Philistines 102 
A curse,. Fangish enough to reach the quick of earth ! 


Fangle (feng’l), 50.1 Also 6 fangel, 7 south. 
dial, vangle. [This and FANGLE v.2 app. arose 
from a mistaken analysis of NEWFANGLED, later 
form of xew/fangle ‘eager for novelty’. As mew- 
Jangled was said both of persons and of their 
actions or productions, it came to be diversely inter- 
preted to mean either ‘characterized by new fashions 
or crotchets’ or ‘newly fashioned or fabricated ’.] 

1. New fangle; a new fashion or crotchet; a 
novelty, new invention. (Always in contemptuous 


sense.) Now rare. 

1548 UpaAtt, etc. Eras. Par. 1 Tim. iv. 6 Full growen 
age, which is not wonte easily to swerue into newe 
fangles. 1579 Lyty Huphues (Arb.) 116 A Pedlers packe of 
new fangles. 1670 Maynwarinc Piysician’s Repos. 122 
That Physician..departs from the primitive Practice, for 
a new fangle and fashion of Prescribing. 1869 TRoLLorr 
He knew \xxxix. (1878) 494 She would still scorn the new 
fangles of the world around her. 1881 Grant WuitTr 
Words & Uses (ed. 3) 334 New fashions and fangles of 
dress, of manners, and of speech. 4 

4-2. A fantastic, foppish, or silly contrivance; a 


piece of finery ; foppery, fuss. Ods. 

1583 GREENE Mamillia 1. Wks. 1881 II. 19 There was no 
Feather, no fangle, Gem, nor Jewell. .left behinde. c 1600 
Time's Alteration in Chambers Pop. Lit. I, 247 French 
fashions then were scorned, Fond fangles then none knew. 
1642 Mitton Aol. Samect, (1851) 315 If God loathe the best 
of an Idolaters prayer, much more the conceited fangle of his 
prayer. 1654 Gayton Pleas, Notes iv. ix.230 What fangle 
now, thy thronged guests to winne. 1695 Kennetr Par. 
Antig. Gloss. s.v. Fannatio, Fangles or vangles properly 
the baubles or playthings of children that are proud to be 


new fangled. 
+ Fangle, 50.2 Obs. rare. [?cf. Ger. (dial.) 


Jankel spark ; also, a sort of demon.] ? A spark. 
1649 G. Danie Trinarch. Hen. IV, clxii, [Glendower] 
fraught wth some Rudiments of Art And strooke with fangle 
of his Countriman, The boasted Merlin.  /é/d. cclviii, 
There may we find wth out the fangle which Fires the dry 
touch of Constitution. . : 
Fa'ngle, 50.3) Anglo-[rish. [?a. Ir. fainneall 
‘a handful of straw for thatching’ (O’Reilly).] 


(See quot.) 

1863 Dublin Univ. Mag. Oct. 438 The parties returning 
home, probably by the light of fangles. Zdz¢., note, Fangles 
..were long irregular cones of straw, tied at short intervals 
with twigs or slight straw bands. Being set on fire .. they 
burned slowly, and were very useful in dark nights. 

+Fangle, v.! Ods. rare—'. In 5 fangel. 
[? cf. Ger. dial. fankeln to trifle.] ctr. ? To trifle. 

ax400 Tutividlus 14 in Rel. Ant. I, 257 For his love that 
3ou der bo3th Hold 30u stil and fangel no3th. 

Fa'ngle, v.2 Obs. exc. dial, [See Fancue 56.1] 
trans, Contemptuously used for: To fashion, 
fabricate; to trick out. Also, 70 mew fangle: to 
dress up anew. 

1615 J. Tayror (Water-P.) Siege Ferusalem Wks. (1630) 
10/2 Such gibrish, gibble-gabble, all did fangle [at Babel]. 
1641 Mitton Pred. Episc. (1851) 90 Not hereby to.. new 
fangle the Scripture. 1755 Carte //ist. Zug. 1V. 136 Such 
was their zeal for a new religion of their own fangling. 


Vou. IV. 
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1762 Songs Costume (Percy Soc.) 240 If I give a charm ’Tis 
so metamorphos’d by your fiddling and fangling. 1881 
Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk. s.v., "Ex bonnit wuz 
fangled all o’er ooth ribbints.’ 

+ Fangled, f//.a. Obs. [f. Fancun 5b.1+ 
-ED *,]_ Characterized by crotchcts or fopperies. 

1587 M. Grove Pelops § J/ipp. (1878) 48 Mens minds 
wer not so fangled then as now they doe appeare. x611 
Snaks. Cyw7d. v. iv. 134 Be not, as is our fangled world, 
a Garment, Nobler then that it couers. 1727 in Bartey. _ 

Fanglement (feng’Imént). [f. Fancin v.2 
+-MENT.] The action of fangling or fashioning ; 
hence, something fashioned or made, an invention, 
a contrivance. 

a1670 Hacxet AdZ, Williams 1. § 108 (1692) 97 He 
adventur’d to maintain Orthodox Religion against old Cor- 
ruptions and new Fanglements. 1866 BLAcKMorE Cradock 
Nowell xiii, (1881) 53 Round-about foreign fanglements. 
1888 Exwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk. 797 These here 
new-farshin vanglements "bout farmerin’ an’ that. 

Fangless (fenlis), a. [f Fane sd, +-1Ess.] 
a. Withont fangs, toothless. b. Of a tooth: 
Having no fang or root. 

& 1597 SHAKs, 2 //en, JV, 1v. i. 218 His power, like toa 
Fanglesse Lion, May offer, but not hold. 1823 Blackw. 
Mag. X1V. 81 A sort of fangless viper, 1868 Gro. ELior 
SP. Gipsy w. 302 A lion in fangless infancy. 

Jig. 1790 J. Wittiams Shrove Tuesd. (1794) 29 Rebellion 
fangless grinn’d on Brunswick's pride. 1795 Jemima 11. 
198, I should dread the consequence of his iniquity even in 
that almost fangless situation. 1887 SwinpurNne Locrine 
Iv. i, ro5 So shall fear, mistrust, and jealous hate Lie food- 
less, if not fangless. 

b. 1835-6 Topp Cycl, Anat. 1, 114/2 The mouth.. 
furnished with..fangless..teeth. 

Fanglet (feylét). [f. as prec. + -ter.] A 
little fang or tooth. 

1843 J. Dayvman Juferno of Dante xxv. 159 Then either 
cheek with poisoned fanglets stung. 

Fangot (fengpt). [ad. It. fangotto, var. of 
fagotto bundle, Faccor.] <A quantity of wares, 
esp. raw silk, from 1 to 3 cwt. 

1673 Lond. Gaz. No. 841/4 Lost..out of a Close Lighter 
at Brewers Key, one Fangot of White Cyprus Silk. 1708 
Ibid, No. 4472/4, 4 Fangotts of Italian Raw Silk. 1721-1800 
in Bartey, 1768 in E. Buys Dict. Terms Art. 

Fangy (fe'ngi), a. [f. Fane sd. +-v1.] Having 
a number of fangs ; divided into fangs; resembling 


fangs. 

1847 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. VIII, u. 292 It makes the roots 
fangy. 1859 Sata Gaslight § D. x, 120 A fangy range of 
teeth. 

+ Fanikin. Obs. rare—'. [a. MDu. vaneken 
(Flem. vaenken, Kilian), dim. of vaze (now vaan) : 
see FANE sd,1 and -xK1n.] A small flag or banner, 

1539 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials Scot. 1. *298 Fanikynnis, 
Ansen3eis, stramaris, and banaris. 

Fanion (feenygn). [a. Fr. fanzom, f. as fanon 
(see Fanon).] See quots. 

1706 Puixirs (ed. Kersey), Favion, a Banner carry’d by 

ervant belonging to each Brigade of Horse and Foot at 
the Head of the Baggage. 1721-1800 in BaiLry. 1867 
Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Fanions, small flags used in sur- 
veying stations, named after the bannerets carried by horse 
brigades. ; 

Fank (feenk), sd.1 Sc. [a. Gael. fang, faing= 
Ir. fang in same sense.] A sheep-cot or pen. 

1812 P. GranHam Agric. Stirling xiv. 294 It is necessary 
to enclose the whole flock in the pen or fank. 1827 J. 
Anverson Ess. State Soc. Highlands 127 Bargains were 
concluded at the homes and fanks of the farmers, 1883 W.C. 
Situ WV, C, Folk 219 When he came to byre or fank. 

Fank, 53.2 Sc. [Cf. Fane sd. 7.] A coil of rope ; 


a noose, 

1825-80 in Jamieson. 1826 Scorr rv. (1890) I, 255 He 
.. is a prince of Bores, but .. like the giant Pope .. he can 
only sit and grin at Pilgrims. .and is not able to cast a fank 
over them as formerly. 

Fank (feenk), v. Sc. [f. Fanx 56.1] trans, To put 
(sheep) in a fank; to pen up (Jam.). Hence 
Fanked ///. a., penned up; in quot. ¢ramsf. of 
a sword: Set fast in the sheath. 

?ax600 Death of Parcy Reed xxviii. in Child Eng. § Sc. 
Baill, (1890) vit. cxciii. 27/6 Brave Parcy raised his fankit 
sword, And felld the foremost to the ground, 

Fankle (feyk’l), v. Sc. [f. Fank 50.2 : see -LE.] 
trans, To tangle, entangle; to entrammel (a horse, 
etc.) with a rope; hence, Zo get fankled: fig. to 
lose the thread of a discourse (see Jamieson s.v.). 

c1450 Henryson Lyon § Mous xxxiv. in Evergreen I, 
196 Our ryal Lord .. now is fast heir fanklet in a Cord, 
1826 J. Witson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1885 I. 103 My long 
spurs .. never got fankled. 

Fan-light (fenloit). A fan-shaped window 
over a door; sometimes applied loosely to any 
window over a door. Also attrib. 

1819 2. O, Lond. Direct. 220 M’Namar, E., Metal Fan- 
light manuf, 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. iv, In shape 
resembling the fan-light of a street door, 1886 SrEvENSON 
Dr. Fekyllii. (ed, 2) 26 At the door of this [house] .. now 
plunged in darkness except for the fan-light. 1888 Gwitr 
Encycl. Arch. 766 Fanlight frames over doors. 

Fannell (fenél). Ods. exc. Hist. Also 6 
phanelle. [ad. med.L. fanul-a (Wr.-Wiilck. 649) 
or fanonellus (Du Cange), dim. of fano (see 
Fanon).] =FANoN 1. 

1530 PatsGr. 218/2 Fannell for a preestes arme, /anon. 
1566 in Peacock Exg. Ch. Furniture (1866) 29 Item vest- 
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mentes copes crosses aulbes phanelles. 1672 J. Davies Rites 
Durham 16 Stoles and Fannels. 1830 Beauties of Isle of 
Yhanet I. 51 On his left side. .is seen the end of the fannel 
or maniple. 

q App. taken as dim. of Fan or Fane: A small 
screen or fan. 

1555 Hardle Factions . viii. 167 For that thei sette 
muche by beautie, thei cary aboute with theim phanelles 
[Lat. text 2szbrellas] to defende them fro the sonne. 

Fanner (feena1).  [f. Fan sd. or v. +-FR 1] 

1. One who fans. +a. One who winnows grain 
with a fan, Ods. 

c1518 Cocke Lorell’s B.(Percy Soc.) 10 Repers, faners and 
horners, 1654 Trapp Cow, Ps. xiii. 8. 600 Good corn., 
falls low at the feet of the Fanner. 

b. One who fans (himself or another person) 
with a fan. 

1888 Low-Bells Weekly 18 May, The present Emperor of 
China when he was a baby had... twenty-five fanners. 1890 
Daily News 15 Feb. 6/4 Which caused a draught almost 
sufficient to blow the fanner quite away. 

=Fan sb.1 1b. Zt, and fig. Also, in later use, 
an appliance forming part of this. 

1788 Speci. Meikle’s Patent No. 1645. 3 Below the harp 
a pair of fanners may be placed so as to separate the corn 
from the chaff. 1799 J. Ropertson Agric. Perth 99 
Fanners for cleaning grain have been long used by the most 
industrious of the farmers. 1800 /armers Mag. (Edinb.) 
I. 159 James Meikle who went to Holland in 1710... brought 
over a winnowing machine or what is commonly called a 
pair of fanners. 1828 Blackw, Mag. XXII. 841/2 How 
from the fanners of his genius would the cock-chaffers of 
Cockneys fly like very chaff indeed! 1853 Jrud. R. Agric. 
Soc. XIV. 1. 291 Vhe grain, after leaving the mill fanners, 
is put through hand-fanners preparatory to measuring, 

b. U.S. (see quot.).’ 

1890 Dialect Notes ‘Boston, U.S.) 1. 58 Faxner, an open 
basket dishing out from the bottom upwards. . Originally it 
was used to separate the chaff from the wheat. 

3. (See quots.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Fanner, a blower or ventilating 
fan, 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fanner ..a cooling ap- 
paratus. 

4. A kind of hawk so called from the fanning 
motion of its wings. Also vanner-hawk. 

1875 ParisH Swssex Gloss, Fanner, a hawk. 188% 
Swainson £700, Names Birds 140 Kestrel .. Vanner hawk, 
Windfanner, 

Fanning (fenin), //. 5b. [f. Fan v, + -1nc!.] 
The action of the vb. Fan. 

1. The action of fanning or winnowing (corn). 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's Hush. 1. (1586) 43 The.. 
fannyng and wynnowing in Sommer, a 1679 T. Goopwin 
Wks. V. 1. 144 Others take this fanning (Luke iii. 16, 17) 
for that discovery which shall be made at the day of judg- 
ment. 1879 Farrar S/, Paw i. vii. I. 123 § All the fanning 
in the world will not make you [a cornfield] so remunerative 
as commerce’, said Rabh. 

b. concr. The siftings of tea. 

1870 Daily News 16 Nov., Common fannings mixed with 
broken stalks, p 

2. The action of moving the air with or as with 


a fan; an instance of this. 

1528 Payne Salerne's Regim, T iv, The fier, without 
fannynge of the aier, is schoked and quenched. 1696 tr. 
Du Mont's Voy. Levant 133 Where a Man may lie and 
enjoy the Pleasure of Fanning as long as he pleases. 1715 
Desacutiers /ires Jtpr. 41 Fanning. .makes that Air feel 
cold or cool, which is otherwise warm. 1852 D. Moir Hyon 
to Night Wind Poet. Wks, II. 381 The delightful fannings 
of thy wing ! 

3. The action of blowing gently as with a fan; 


an instance of this; a brteze. 

1712 Bupcett Sfect. No. 425 P 1 The Fanning of the 
Wind rustling on the Leaves. 1764 GRAINGER Sugar Cane 
562 The first glad fannings of the breeze. 1818 Keats 
Endym, 11. 664 Exhal’d asphodel, And rose, with spicy 
fannings interbreath’d, Came swelling forth, 

4, = Fan-tracery (see Fan sb.! 11). 

185r Ruskin Sfones Ven. I. xxix. § 4, I would rather.. 
have a plain ridged Gothic vault. .than all the fanning. .and 
foliation that ever bewildered Tudor weight. 

5. Also Fanning-out: the action of spreading out 
like a fan (cf. FAN v. 6) ; an instance of this. 

1883 W.C. RusseLt Sailor's Lang., Fanning, widening 
the after-part of a ship’s top. 1889 Geikie in Nature 
19 Sept, 488/1 The fanning-out of the ice on its southward 
march. : 

6. Comb., as fanning-machine, -mill. (=F an 56.1 


1b.) 

1747 Gent. Mag. XVII. 438 A Fanning Mill, used in 
Silesia, for cleaning of corn from tares, &c, 1842 BRANDE 
Dict. Sc., Fanning-machine. 1874 Knicut Dict, JTech., 
Fanning-mill, 

Fanning, ///.a. [f. as prec.+-ING2.] That 
fans, in senses of the verb. /z¢. and jig. 

c 1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Knt, 181 Fayre fannand fax vmbe- 
foldes his schulderes. 1555 Latimer Sev. § Rem, (1845) 
442 Fear not the fanning wind. axr7oo DrypENn Cymon § 
[phig. 104 The fanning wind upon her bosom blows. 1725 
Pore Odyss. vt. 284 Inhaling freshness from the fanning 
breeze, 31818 Byron Ch, Har. 1. xliv, My bark did skim 
The bright blue waters with a fanning wind. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fanning-breeze, one so gentle that the 
sail alternately swells and collapses. 

Fanny (fe'ni). da/, (See quot.) 

1892 Labour Commission Gloss. No, 3, Fanny, a local 
term, a corruption of fanner or fanblower ; that is, a wheel 
with vanes fixed on to a rotating shaft enclosed in a case or 
chamber to create a blast of air, It is used in the scissor- 
grinding industry. 
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FANON. 


Fanon (fengn). Forms: a. 5 fanen, -one, 
-oun, -un, Sc. fannowne, 6 fannom, (.Sc.) -oun, 
fawnon, 6-8 fannon, 5—fanon. 8. 6 phanon. 
[Fr. fanon, ad. med.L. fanon-em, fand banner, 
napkin, a. OHG. fano, Goth. fana: see FANE 5b.'] 

1. An embroidered band, corresponding with the 
stole, but shorter, originally a kind of napkin, 
attached to the left wrist of the officiating priest 
or celebrant, and of the deacon and subdeacon at 


mass ; 2 maniple. 

1418 Bury Wills (Camden) 3, j. fanon. 1496 Dives & 
Paup. (W. de W.) vu. viii. 331/2 The fanon betokneth 
bounds of his [Christ’s] hondes. 1500-20 Dunpar /enxyeit 
Freiy 55 On him come nowthir stole nor fannoun, 1536 in 
Antig. Saris. (1771) 197 ‘Two Tunicles and three Albes ; 
with divers Stoles and Fannons. 1571 Grinpat 4 7/icles, 
Whether all Vestments..Stoles, Phanons, Pixes [etc.] .. be 
vtterly, defaced..and destroied. .1844 Lincarp Anglo-Sax. 
Ch. (1858) II. ix. 69 The usual episcopal vestments, the 
amice. .fanon, etc. 

2. (See quots.) 

1844 Pucin Gloss. Eccl. Ornament 120 Georgius says 
that the fanon or phanon worn by the Pope, is the same as 
the orale, and is a veil of four colours in stripes. 1849 
Rock Ch. of Fathers 1. v. 466 The Roman pontiff .. vested 
.-in what is called the fanon now but formerly the ‘ Orale’. 

Fant, var. f. Faunt Ods., child. 

Fant(e, obs. f. of FAmnt a., Font. 

Fantad (fented). Also fantod(d. [? An un- 
meaning formation suggested by Fanvastic, Fan- 
TASY, ete.: cf, fantigue.] A crotchety way of 
acting ; a fad. 

1867 Smytu Sazlor's Word-bkh., Fantods, a name given to 
the fidgets of officers. 1880 Mrs. Parr Adam & Eve xxxii. 
440 I'd do the trick, if I was she, fore I’d put up with such 
fantads from you, 1881 Lezcestersh. Gloss., Fantodds, 
‘megrims’, ‘mulligrubs’,a stomach-ache ; a fit of the sulks 
or other slight indisposition, mental or bodily. 1886 Barnes 
Dorset Dial. 63 Fantod, a fuss, fidget. ‘She’s always ina 
fantod about Meary’. 

Hence Fa‘ntod a., Fidgetty, restless. 

1887 in Kent Gloss. 1883 W. C. Russett Sazlor’s Lang., 
Fantod, A fiddling officer who is always bothering over 
small things. 

Fan-tail (feentéil), sd. [f. Fan sd.1+ Tatn.] 

1. A tail or lower end in the shape of a fan. 

1728 Swirt Ladies at Sot’s Hole, We who wear our 
wigs With fan-tail and with snake. 1862 9rd. R. Agric. 
Soc. XXIII. 214 Turning the butt-end [of a sheaf] up- 
wards, spreading out the ears, and making a sort of ‘ fantail’. 

2. A variety of the domestic pigeon, so called 
from the form of its tail. Also faztazl-pigeon. 

1735 J. Moore Columbarium 54 They [pigeons] are call’d 
by some Fan-Tails. 1767S. Paterson Another Trav. 11, 
148 ‘The.. fan-tails and the .. powters are of my breed ! 
1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge (1849) 2/t Runts, fantails, tum- 
blers, and pouters. 1859 DArwin O77g, Spec. i. (1878) 16 
The fantail has thirty or even forty tail feathers, instead of 
twelve or fourteen. 1884 May CromMeuin Brown-Lyes i. 3 
The grazing deer, and the proud fantail pigeons. 

3. A genus (LAtpidura) of Birds found in Aus- 
tralia. 

1848 in Maunper 7veas. Nat. Hist. 

4. Mech. A kind of joint. Cf. dove-taz?. 

1858 in Simmonps Dict. Trade. 

5. (See quot. 1874.) 

1858 in Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fantail, a joint; a gas 
burner. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., Fan-tail..a form of 
gas-burner in which the burning jet has an arched form. 

6. attrtb., as fan-tail-hat, also, simply, fan-tail, 
a coal-heaver’s hat, a sow’wester ; fan-/adl gentle- 
man, a wearer of such a hat, a coal-heaver. 

1810 Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 243 The two fan-tail 
Gentlemen soon gave in, 18g0 P. Crook War of Hats 47 
Those heavers, too, of coals, with smutted face And fantail 
hats. 1877 J. Greenwoop Dick Temple II. vii. 220, I 
fancy I see you.. with knee-breeches and calves and a 
‘fantail’, shouldering an inky sack. 

Hence Pan-tail v. z/r. Of a whale: To work 
its tail like a fan. Fan-tailed a., having a fan- 
tail. 

1812 H.& J. Smitn Rez. Addr, Arch. Atoms 154 The 
dustman. .doffs his fan-tail'd hat. 1851 H. Metvitte Whale 
xxxvi. 179 Does he fan-tail a little curious before he goes 
down? 1868 Woop Homes without H, xi, 211 A rather 
pretty bird the Fan-tailed Warbler. 

Fan-tan (fenten). [Chinese far.f’an re- 
peated divisions.] A Chinese gambling game, in 
which a number of small coins are placed under 
a bowl and the players then bet as to what will be 
the remainder when the pile has been divided by 
four. Also attrib. 

1878 Lapy Brassey Voy. Sunbeam xxiii. 401 A few natives 
playing at fan-tan. 1888 Pad/ Mall G.16 May 2/r At their 
fan-tan tables lads of ten. .years ofage may be seen gambling 
away their pence. 1888 77es (weekly ed.) 19 Sept. 15/4 
The home of fantan. .is the Portuguese colony of Macao, 

+Fantaser. Ods. rare—'. [f. fantase, Fan- 
TASY v. + -ER!.] A fancier; one who is in love 
with (some one). 

a1547 Surrry Descr. Restless State 145 A fantaser thou 
art of some, By whom thy wits are overcome. 

Fantasia (fantaz7a, fnta-zii). fa. Tt. far- 
zasia (see FANTASY), lit. ‘fancy’, hence ‘an in- 
strumental composition having the appearance of 
being extemporaneous’ (Tommaseo).] 
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1. Mus. ‘A composition in a style in which form 
is subservient to fancy’ (Stainer and Barrett). 

1724 xplic. Foreign Words in Music 30 Fantasia, is a 
Kind of Air, wherein the Composer .. has all the Freedom 
and Liberty allowed him for his Fancy or Invention, that 
can reasonably be desir'd. 1776 Sir J. Hawkins //7s/, 
Music VV. iv. 47 His [Hilton’s] Compositions were for the 
most part Fantasias for the viols and organ. 1815 Hurofeax 
Mag. July 46/1 Vhe first movement, termed ‘ Fantasia’ .. 
is a most spirited..effort. 1879 Grove Dict. Mus, 1. 503/x 
Fantasia .. was the immediate predecessor of the term 
Sonata. > 

| 2. The It. word is current in the Levant and 
North Africa, in the senses: a. Ostentation, pomp, 
self importance ; b. A kind of Arab dance; also, 
an exhibition of evolutions on horseback by a 
troop of Arabs. 

1838 Sparks Biog. IX. Eaton viii. 263 But they must 
have a consul with less fantasia, 1859 WRaxALv tr. 2’. 
Houdin XI, viii. 239 Our captain had arranged for us the 
surprise of a fantasia. 1873 ‘Tristram A7Zoad ii. 28 A capital 
‘fantasia’ or Arab dance. .round our camp fire. 

Fantasied, phantasied (fentasid), A//. a. 
arch. [f. Fanvasy sé. and v.+-ED.] a. Framed 
by the fancy; imaginary. b. Filled with (strange, 
new) fancies or imaginations (so OF. fantaszé). 
e. Characterized by phantasy; dreamy, imaginative. 
d. Full of fancies or caprices ; whimsical. 

a. 1361 T. Norton Calvin's Just. ut. xiv. (1634) 230 A 
fantasied Ghost is thrust in place of the Manhood, 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage vi. xi. 521 Phantasied dangers. 

b. 1590 Sir J. Smytn Disc. Weapons 2b, These our such 
new fantasied men of warre. 1595 SHAKS. Yo/z WW. ii. 144, 
I finde the people strangely fantasied. F 

ce. 1882 SHortHouse ¥. /uglesant II. ii. 54 The alluring 
world of phantasied melody which Vanneo had composed. 

d, «883 C. F. Wootson For the Major iv, Mr. Dupont 
was conducting himself after his usual fantasied fashion. 

+ Fanta‘sious, a. Ods. rare—!. In 5 fantasy- 
ouse. [a. OF. fantasieus, f. fantaste : see FANTASY 
sb, and -ous.] Full of fancies, capricious. 

c¢ 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn iii. 17 The dyuerse .. conclu- 
syons that his fantasyouse wylle dyde present by fore hym, 

Fantasm (a, etc.: see PHANTASM(A, etc. 

Fantasque (fentesk), a. and sd. Also 8 
fantask. [a. lr. fantasgue:—L. fantasticus.] 

A. adj. Fanciful, fantastic ; curious. rare. 

1jor C. Burnasy Ladies Visiting Day 1. i, A clean 
Napkin and a plain Dish is my Feast 3 Garnish and Orna- 
ment are fantask. 1844 Mrs. Browninc Poems, Drama 
Exile I, 52 ‘I'welve shadowy signs of earth, In fantasque 
apposition. /ézd., Ho. Clouds 11. 226 The fantasque cloud- 
lets. 

+B. sdb. Fancy, whim. Obs. 

1698 VansruGu Prov. Wife m1. iii, Lady Brute..There is 
not upon earth so impertinent a thing as women’s modesty. 
Belinda, Yes, Men’s Fantasque, that obliges us to it. 1703 
Sreece Tend. Husb. 1.1, 1 have a Scribbling Army-Friend, 
that..will hit the Nymph’s Fantasque to a Hair, 

Fantassin (feente&sin). {a. Fr. fantassin, ad. 
It. fantaccino, dim, of fante foot-soldier.] (See 
quot. 1835.) 

1835 Lytron Riexzz 1x. i, Two hundred fantassins, or 
foot-soldiers, of Tuscany. 1853 7 ai?t’s lag. XX. 534 Fierce 
Isolani’s fantassins. 1860 RusseLt Diary India 11, 253 
Quaint fantassins with matchlock, musket, tulwar, and bow. 

Fantast, phantast (foentest). [ad. med.L. 
phantasta, Gr. pavtaorys, agent-n. f. pavracey, 
pavra¢ecda. In Gr, the word meant (in accord- 
ance with the primary sense of the active verb) ‘an 
ostentatious person, boaster’: see next. Cf. Ger. 
Jantast, phantast, which is the source of the 
modern use. ] *s 

1. A visionary, a dreamer; a flighty, impulsive 
person. 

1588 J. H{arvey] Disc. Probl. 128 O vain Phantasts and 
fond Dotterels! 1804 CoLermpce in Lit, Rew. (1836) II. 
413 A quiet and sublime enthusiast with a strong tinge of 
the fantast. 1855 Lewes Goethe (1864) 494 She is one of 
those phantasts to whom everything seems permitted. 

2. A fantastic writer; one who aims at eccen- 
tricity of style. 

1873 F. Hatt Zod. Eng. 171 Fantasts and contortionists 
like Mr, Carlyle. 

Fantastic (fntestik), a. and sb. Forms: a. 
4 fantastik, 5-7 fantastike, -tyke, -tique, 
-tyque, 6-8 fantastick(e, 7— fantastic. 8. 6-8 
phantastick(e, 6 phantastike, 7 phantastique. 
7- phantastic. [ad. med.L. fan/astic-us, late L. 
phantasticus, a. Gr. pavractixds, f. pavracev to 
make visible (middle voice pavraecOat, in late Gr. 
to imagine, have visions); see Fantasy. Cf, Fr. 
Jantastique. 

The form phantastic is no longer generally current, but 
has been casually used by a few writers of the roth c., to 
suggest associations connected with the Gr. etymology.] 

A. adj 

1. +a. Existing only in imagination ; proceeding 
merely from imagination; fabulous, imaginary, 
unreal (ods.). b. In mod. use, of alleged reasons, 
fears, etc. : Perversely or irrationally imagined. 

a. 21387 Trevisa igden (Rolls) V. 279 What is i-seide.. 
of Merlyn his fantastik getynge. /d7d. VIII. 63 Kyng 
Arthures body [was founden] bat was i-counted as it were 
fantastik. 1529 More Swffdic. Soulys Wks. 338 A very 
fantastike fable. 1627 F, EB. //ist. Edw, IT (1680) 11 








FANTASTIC. 


His fantastique Happiness. 1721 Swirr South Sea viii, He 
longs to rove In that fantastick scene. 1775 Harris Piilos, 
Arrangem. Wks. (1841) 299 A fourth sort .. may be called 
fantastic, or imaginary; such as centaurs. 1816 J. WILSON 
City of Plague 1. i, I could smile at such fantastic terrors. 
1876 M. Arnotp Lit. § Dogma 157 His hearers and repor- 
ters were sure to verse it on their own fantastic grounds also, 

B. 1678 Cupwortn /vted/, Syst. 481 All those other phan- 
tastick Gods, were nothing but. Several Personal Names. 
1742 Younc W¢. 7h. i. 94 My soul phantastic measures 
trod O'er fairy fields. 

+2. Pertaining to, 
pbantasm. Oés. 

a. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 19/2 He shewed that he was 
veryly rysen..by etyng openly, and by no art fantastyke. 
1491 — Vitas Patr. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xlii. 68 a/x (I am] 
noo thynge fantastyque, but a sparcle of fyre; Asshes, and 
flesshe. 1598 Yonc Diana 127 A meere dreame, or some 
fantastick illusion. 1624 Fretcuer Ravle a Wife w. iii, Is 
not this a fantastic house we are in, And all a dream we 
do? 1648 Br. Hatt Rem, Whs.(1660) 198 One will allow of 
his humanity..another will allow a divine soul with a fan- 
tastick body. 

B. 1635 A. Starrorp Jem. Glory (1869) 145 That He had 
a phantasticke Body, not made of his Mothers Flesh. 
1691-8 Norris Pract, Disc. 1V. 377 Aery Banquets, Phan- 
tastick Food. a@1716 Sourn Serv. (1741) VII. 16 An aerial 
phantastic body. | 

++ 3. Of or pertaining to phantasy, in its various 
psychological senses (see FANTASY sd, 1, 4) as denot- 
ing either the faculty (and act) of apprehending sen- 
sible objects, or that of imagination ; imaginative. 

1483 Caxton Cafo F viijb, By cogytacyon or thynkyng 
fantastyke and by illusyon of the deuyll. 1592 Davies 
Immort, Soul xx. ii. (1509) 47 [Phantasie] in her Ballance 
doth their values trie, Where some things good, and som 
things il doseeme..in her phantasticke eye. 1649 JER. Tay- 
Lor Gt. Exemp. Pref. ? 43 ‘here is as much phantasticke 
pleasure in doing a spite, as in doing revenge, 1678 Cup- 
wortn /xZtel/, Syst. 29 The different Phancies in us, caused 
by the respective Differences of them..Which Phancies or 
Phantastick Idea’s are [etc.]. 1793 ‘LT. Taytor Sad//ust viii. 
38 ‘The irrational soul. .is sensitive and phantastic life. 

+b. Of poetry: Concerned with ‘phantasy’ 
(Gr. pavtacia) or illusory appearance. Ods. 

[See Plato Sophzstes xxiii, li. In quot. 1581 the word 
may be merely a transliteration of Gr. davractuxy. | , 

1881 Sipney A fol. Poetrie (Arb.)54 Mans wit may make 
Poesie, (which should be /7kastike, which some learned 
haue defined, figuring foorth good things,)to be Phantastike: 
which doth contrariwise, infect the fancie with vnworthy 
obiects. 1669 GaLe Crt. Gentiles 1, m1. i. 18 Phantastic Poesie 
is that, which altogether feigns things. 


4. Of persons, their actions and attributes: +a. 
Having a lively imagination; imaginative (ods.). 
b. Fanciful, impulsive, capricious, arbitrary; also, 
foppish in attire. Now in stronger sense: Extrava- 
gantly fanciful, odd and irrational in behaviour. 

a. 1488 Caxton Chast. Goddes Chyld. xix. 50 Whether he 
haue a sadde knowyng or felinge or elles a soden wytte or 
fantastyk. x591 SHaks. 720 Gentd. u. vii. 47 ‘To be fan- 
tastique, may become a youth Of greater time then I shall 
shew tobe. 1628 WitHer Brit. Nememd. u. 1 Let no fan- 
tastique Reader now condemne Our homely Muse. 1683 
Tryon Way to Health 577 Vhe..fantastique Directions of 
ignorant Physitians. ¢1760 SMoLLetr Ode to Indep. 100 
And all her jingling bells fantastic Folly ring. 1790 Burke 
Fr, Rev. 312 Vhe fantastick vagaries of these juvenile 
politicians, 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Montaigne Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 350 Great believers are always reckoned. .imprac- 
ticable, fantastic, atheistic. 

B. 1600 1), BLount tr. Conestaggio A iij b, He that talking 
of a young gentleman, shoulde say, that he was phantas- 
ticke, cholericke, amorous .. doth hym no wrong. 1702 
SreeLe /unerad u, I have long .. bore with your Phantas- 
tick Humour. 

5. Arbitrarily devised. Now rare. Cf. Fancy a. 
1658 BramuHati Consecr. Bfs. iii. 29 They say .. the . 
Protestant Bishops .. were consecrated..by a new phantas- 
tick forme. 1846 TrencH A77rac. i. (1862) 115 Phantastic 
and capricious miracles. 1876 Humpnureys Coin-Coll. Man. 
xxvi. 396 Occasionally fantastic variations of well-known 

inscriptions occur, 

6. Having the appearance of being devised by 
extravagant fancy; eccentric, quaint, or grotesque 
in design, conception, construction, or adormment. 

a. 1616 R. C. Times’ Whistle 11. 1077 Drusus, that 
fashion-imitating ape, Delights to follow each fantastic 
shape. 1728 Younc Love Fame iii. Wks. (1757) 107 The 
masquerade’s fantasfic scene! 1750 Gray Llegy xxvi, 
Yonder nodding beech, That wreathes its old fantastic roots 
so high. 1841 Spatpinc /¢aly & Jt. Zs7. 11. 221 Vaulted 
halls adorned with the usual fantastic arches. 1856 STANLEY 
Sinat & Pal. i. (1858) 30 The Arab traditions .. are too fan- 
tastic to be treated seriously. 1871 B. TayLor aust (1875) 
I. vi. 109 ‘The witch with fantastic gestures draws a circle. 

8, 1618 WitneEr A/otto, Nec Curo, Each phantastique Garb 
our Gallants weare. a@1713 ELLwoop A wtobiog. (1714) 242 
Written in such an affected and phantastick stile. 

b. Arbitrarily used by Milton for : Making ¢ fan- 
tastic” movements (in the dance); hence in later 
allusions to Milton’s phrase. So in Comb. famtastic- 
Sooted. 


1632 Mitton ZL’ Allegro 33 Trip it as you go On the light 
fantastic toe. ax7g0 Warton On Approach of Summer 
59 Haste thee, Nymph! and hand in hand .. Bring fan- 
tastic-footed Joy. 1826 Disrartt Viv. Grey v. xv, Mr. St. 
Ledger. .prided himself. .on his light fantastic toe, 


B. sé. 
1. One who has fanciful ideas or indulges in wil 


notions, Ods. exc. arch. 
a. 1598 Marston Pyemmal. ut. 148 Thou art Bedlam mad 
..And glori’st to be counted a fantastick, 1621 QuaRLes 


or of the nature of, a 


FANTASTICAL. 


Div. Poems, Esther(1717) 111 Power. .to perverse fantasticks 
if conferr’d..spurs on wrong. 1706 E, Warp (ud. Rediv. 
(2715) I. vii, The Church-men justly growl to see..that the 
Force of Toleration .. Should set each canting proud Fan- 
tastick Above their Courts Ecclesiastick. 1882 SHorTHOUSE 
¥. Inglesant VI. xv, A Fantastic, whose brain was turned 
with monkish fancies. 

B. 1630 Braruwair “ug. Gentl. (1641) 3, I would be 
glad to weane this Phantasticke from a veine of lightnesse. 
Jig. 1675 G.R. tr. Le Grand’s Man Without Passion 
132 Opinion is the Fountain, this Fantastick which seduceth 
our understanding, etc. 

+2. One given to fine or showy dress; a fop. Obs. 

@ 1613 Oversury Charac., A Phantastique, An Impro- 
vident young Gallant. 1628 Mitton Vacation Exerc. 20 
Trimming .. which takes our late fantastics with delight. 
@ 1680 BuTLER Nev. (1759) II. 131 A Fantastic is one that 
wears his Feather on the Inside of his Head. 

+3. A fanciful composition. Ods. 

1641 G. H. (¢/t/e), Wits Recreations, Containing. . Variety 
of Fancies and Fantasticks, 

+ 4. Power of fancy or imagination. Ods. 

1764 Public Advertiser 31 May in N. & Q. 3rd Ser. IV. 
385 It [Mozart’s playing] surmounts all Fantastic and 
Imagination. | 

Fantastical (fentestikal), z. and 5d. [f. prec. 
+=AL.] A. adj. 

+1. =Fanrastic a. 1. Obs. 

a. €1485 Digby Myst. (1882) 1v. 1545 My wordes wer not 
fantasticall..I told youe no lesinge. 1529 More Couf. agst. 
Trié. 1. Wks. 1182/2 With this fantastical fear of hers, 
I wold be loth to haue her in myne house. c¢1530 Pol, 
Rel. & L. Poems (1866) 43 Vhan me thynkithe y see 
youre likenes: Hit is nat so, it is fantasticalle. «1680 
Butter Rem. (1759) I. 61 Our Pains are real Things, and 
all Our Pleasures but fantastical. 

B. 21533 Frita Disput. Purgat. (1829) 160 A place that 
..more properly confuteth this phantastical purgatory, than 
doth this same text. 1684 Burner 7%. Earth. too When 
anything great is represented to us, it appears phantastical. 
1728 T. SHeripan Persivs vi. (1739) 99 ote, ‘Tertullian .. 
runs the phantastical Genealogy thus. 

+b. Of opinions: Irrational, baseless. (Passing 
into sense 6.) Obs. 

a. 21846 Joye in Gardiner Declar. Art. Foye (1546) 53 
He..conceyueth a certayne fantasticall opinion therof [of 
fayth]. 1711 Suarress. Charac, (1737) II. 1.1. § 2. 52 Which 
only false Religion or fantastical Opinion. .is able to effect. 

B. 1555 Epren Decades Pref. to Rdr. (Arb.) 53 Mys- 
shapened with phantastical opinions. 31599 Haywarp 1st 
Pt. Hen. 1V. 91 He said that the lawes of the realme were 
in his head..by reason of which phantasticall opinion, he 
destroyed noblemen. 

42. =Fantastic 2. Chiefly in fantastical Body 
in reference to the heresy of the Doceta. Odés. 

a. 1533 Frita Anszw. More (1829) 174 Fantastical appari- 
tions. 1563-87 Foxe A, & JZ. (1684) III. 308 Ye make of 
it [the Sacrament] a thing so fantastical, that ye imagine 
a Body without Flesh. 1728 Earpery tr. Burnet's St. 
Dead 1. 220 That the Body of Christ upon Earth was 
a fantastical one, as the Gnosticks held. 

B. 1558 Ripitey Wks. 200 Marcion .. said that Christ 
had but a phantastical body. 1642 R. Carpenter /xferi- 
ence i. vii. 185 Hee did not take a phantasticall body in 
the Incarnation. 

+b. Of colours: =EmMpuHaticat 5. Ods. 

1666 Hooke J7Zicrogr. 168 These colours are onely fantas- 
tical ones. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., Phantastical 
Colours, such as are exhibited by the Rainbow, Triangular 
Glass Prism, the Surface of very thin Muscovy Glass, &c. 

+3. =FAnNrastic a. 3. Ods. 

1526 Piler, Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 125 His lyghtes be 
euer eyther fantasticall or els corporall. 1589 PurrenHam 
Eng. Poesie 1. viii. (Arb.) 35 Euen so is the phantasticall 
part of man..a representer of the best images. .to the soule. 
1647 H. More Sovg of Soud ut. u. ut. xxxv, The Orb Phan- 
tastick must exert All life phantasticall. 

+b. Pertaining to the passion of love. See Fancy 
8b. Obs. rare—'. 

1594 H. Wittosie in Shaks. C. Praise 7 Sodenly infected 
with the contagion of a fantastical fit. 

4. =F Aantastio 4. 

a, 1531 Evyor Gov. 1.i, They be nat in commune (as fan- 
tasticall foles wolde haue all thyngs). 1589 Warner AZ. 
Exg. Vi. xxxi. (1612) 157 Loue is Fantasticall in Women. 
1616 SurrL. & Maru. Country Farme 671 The herne is.. 
very fantasticall, as not giuen to stay in any place, but such 
as pleaseth him verie well. 1702 Lng. Theophrast. 311 The 
gratifying of a fantastical Appetite. x79x Hamirron Ber 
thollet’s Dyeing I. 1. vt. 307 The fantastical changes of 
the fashion. 1862 Mrs. OvipHanr Last Mortimers I. v. 27 
A pretty fantastical young girl. 

B. 1855 Even Decades 314 Many iudged hym phantasti- 
call, 1621-51 Burton Anat. el. u. iii, 1. 319 An affected 
phantastical carriage. 1693 Sir T. P. BLounr Wat. Hist. 
129 The .. vain and phantastical abuse of this Stinking 
Weed. 1711 STEELE Sfect. No, 30 P 2 The Oxonians are 
phantastical now they are Lovers. 

+5. =Fanrastic 5. Ods. 

a1618 Rateicu Mahomet (1637) 24 The care and use of 
his fantasticall Law. 

= FANTASTIC 6. 

a. 1899 Suaks. Much Ado u. i. 79 The first suite is hot 
and hasty like a Scotch jigge (and full as fantasticall). 1789 
Burney Hist, Aus. U1. ii. 111 Canons..in triangular and 
other fantastical forms. 1830 D’'Israevt Chas. /, IIL. viii. 
177 A portrait which, however fantastical, may still bear 
some remarkable resemblances. 

B. 21613 Oversury A /V7/e (1638) 166 Our new phantas- 
ticall building. 171x STeeLe Sfect. No. 151 P 5 An Occa- 
sion wherein Vice makes so phantastical a Figure, 

+B. sé. One who has fanciful ideas or notions. 

1589 Putrennam L£7g. Poeste 1. viii. (Arb.) 34 Who so is 
studious in th’ Arte [of Poesie] .. they call him in disdayne 
a phantasticall. 1616 J. Deacon Yodacco tortured 57 Alas 
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poore Tobacco. .thou that hast bene hitherto accompted .. 
the Fantasticals foretresse. 

Fantasticality (fente:stikeliti) Also 7 
phan-. [f. prec. + -Iry.] Fantastical character 
or quality ; eccentricity, grote:queness, oddity. 

1592 G. Harvey Four Lezt. iii, An epitome of fantasti- 
cality. 1606 Six G. Goosecapfe 1. 1.in Bullen O. P72. (1884) 
ILI. 43 Our Lords are as farr beyond them .. for person .. 
as they are beyond ours for phantasticality. 1824 Nez 
Monthly Mag. X11. 154 A little fantasticality here and 
there, but upon the whole exquisite! 1878 ‘TI’. Sinciarr 
Mount 275 He is not quite sure. .about the fantasticality of 
these etymologies. 

b. concr. and quasi-concr. 
fantastical; a crotchet, whim. 

1631 R. H. Arraigum. Whole Creature xv. § 3, 263 The 
Fantasticalites of their bodyes. 1840 CartyLe Heroes (1858) 
329 The Song he [Burns] sings is not of fantasticalities. 
1858 CartyLe redk. Gt. (1865) I. 1. iii. 23 Ceremonials, 
and troublesome fantasticalities. 1887 Saintspury //zst. 
ELlizab, Lit. vii. 284 The graceful fantasticalities of Lyly. 

Fantastically (fente'stikali), adv. Also 6-7 
phantastically. [f. as prec. +-Ly 2.] 

+1. Through the exercise of the fancy or imagin- 
ation. Obs. 

1826 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 124 b, Somtyme as it 
were an aungell of lyght: somtyme visybly, somtyme fan- 
tastically. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. (1711) II]. 121 My 
Soul fantastically joins with it. 

+ 2. In a phantasmal or unreal manner. Ods. 

1543 Becon New Vear’s Gift Early Wks. (1843) 318 All this 
was not fantastically done, but truly and unfeignedly. 1577 
tr. Bullinger’s Decades (1592) 64 Our Lord suffered in very 
deed, and not phantastically to the appearance onely. 

+3. Fabulously, fictitiously. Ods. 

1547 J. Harrison £-rhort. Scottes B viija, As Welshe and 
Scottishe Poetes, haue phantastically fayned. 1577-87 
Houtnsuep Chyon. J. 91/1 Arthur, of whom the trifling 
tales of the Britains. .fantasticallie do. .report woonders. 

4. According to one’s fancy; capriciously, arbi- 
trarily. 

1547-64 Bautpwin Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) 63 He cannot be 
a true seruer of God, which serueth Him. . fantastically, and 
in hipocrisie. 1663 CowLry Disc. Govt. O. Cromwell Wks, 
(2669) 59 Though it may seem to some fantastically, yet was 
it wisely done, 1701 Grew Cos. Sacra i. iv, One cannot 
so much as fantastically choose, even or odd. 1829 I. Taytor 
Enthus. iv. (1867) 79 The righteous God deals with man- 
kind not fantastically. 1885 Law Times LXXIX. 78/x 
Any fantastically coined word. 

5. In a fanciful or odd manner; grotesquely, 
oddly, strangely. 

1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. /V, 11. ii. 334 A forked Radish, with 
a Head fantastically caru’d ypon it. 1662 J. Davies Voy. 
Ambass. 129 Wooden hats, fantastically painted. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 747 Beads and feathers, fantasti- 
cally arranged. 1813 Byron Giaour 302 ‘The silver dew In 
whirls fantastically flew. 1852 Miss Yonce Cameos I. 
xlii. 365 Their dress was. . fantastically gay. 

Fantasticalness (fntz'stikalnés). Also 7 
phantasticalness, [f. as prec. + -NESS.] The 
quality, condition, or fact of being fantastical. 

+1. The condition of being subject to phantasms. 

1547 Boorpe Brev. Health 11. 27 Fantasticalnes, or collu- 
cion, or illusyons of the deuyll. 

2. Addiction to strange fancies; eccentricity, 
oddity ; an instance of this. 

158r Mutcaster Positions xlv. (1887) 297 Is that point in 
suspition of any noueltie or fantasticallnes to haue wymen 
learned? 1630 2. Johnson's Kingd. & Comme. 266 Their 
..phantasticalnesse in apparall. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pizto’s 
Trav. \viii. 229 Six little Girls danced with six of the oldest 
men.. which seemed to us a very pretty fantasticalness. 
¢1698 Locks Cond. Underst. § 34 We are taught to cloath 
our minds..after the fashion in vogue, and it is accounted 
fantasticalness..not todo so. 1821 Souruey in Lf (1849) 
I. 39 Their mother was plainly crazed with hypochondria- 
cism and fantasticalness. 1871 HawtnHorne Septimius 
(1879) 119 The fantasticalness of his present pursuit. 

3. Absurd unreality. 

1847 Dre Quincey Schlosser’s Lit. Hist. Wks. VIII. 55 
Chloes and Corydons—names that proclaim the fantastical- 
ness of the life with which they are. . associated. 

4-4. Capriciousness, whimsicality ; waywardness. 

1583 GotpiInc Calvin on Dent. xxiii. 139 ‘The wicked 
Fantasticalnesse of men in worshipping the sunne. 1678 
Orway Friendship in I’. w. i, The fantasticalness of your 
appetite. : 

Fantasticate (fente'stikeit), v. [f. Fan- 
TASTIC + -ATH3.] a. ¢vans. To conceive or 
represent in the fancy; to fancy (obs.). b. zutr. 
To frame fantastic notions. vave. Hence Fan- 
ta‘sticating vd/. sb.; Fantastica'tion, fantastic 
speculation. 

1600 F, WaLker Sf. Mandeville 66a, Wee call the thinges 
.. which are fantasticated and represented in the fantasie, 
Fancies. 1624 Darcie Girth of Heresies xii. 53 Brunus.. 
fantasticates, that by the Maniple is inferred the Messalian 
Priests speciall care to driue away bad affections. 1880 
Vern. Ler Belcaro x. 282 Instead of enjoying, we fantasti- 
cate in theory. Jé7d. vii. 179 His subtle and fantasti- 
cating style of art. /dzd. i. 13 All the wonderful fantastica- 
tions ofart philosophers. 1892 Pal/ Mal/G, 7 Jan. 3/1 ‘This 
illimitable fantasticating in a vacuum. 


Fantasticism (fnte'stisiz’m). 
+ -ISM. ] 

+1. The doctrine that there is no objective reality ; 
subjectivism. Ods. 

a 1688 Cupwortu Jyineut. Morality w. vi. (1731) 286 But 


I have not taken all this Pains only to Confute Scepticism 
or Phantasticism. 


Something that is 


[£ as prec. 








FANTASY. 


2. The following of arbitrary fancy in art or 
speculation, 

1846 Ruskin Mod. Paint. 1. u. vi. i. § 14 In all the trees 
of the merely historical painters, there is.. fantasticism and 
unnaturalness of arrangement. 1868 J. H. Srirvine in NV. 
Brit. Rev. Dec. 382 Speculation .. without experiment, 
yields phantasticism, 

+ Fanta‘sticize, v. Obs. rare—. In 7 fan- 
tastiquize. [f. Fanvasric a. + -12p.] znt7. To 
throw oneself into fantastic or strange attitudes, 

1603 Frorio Montagne u. iii. (1632) 193 To rave and 
fantastiquize, as I doe, must necessarily be to doubt. 

|} Fanta‘sticly, adv. Ols. =FAntAsricaLyy. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. u. i, He is neither too fan- 
tastickly melancholy, or too rashly cholerick. 1619 Drayron 
Idéa Ded., A Libertine ! fantasticly I sing ! 


Fanta‘sticness. Now vare. [f. Fanvrastic a. 
+-NESS.] = FANTASTICALNESS, 

1549 Compl, Scot. Prol. 16 Al sic termis procedis of fan- 
tastiknes ande glorius consaitis, 1661 Prynne vam. 
Lauberances Bk, Com. Prayer 31 To adorn our Bodies in 
a modest .. manner} without .. fantastickness. 1825 Lp. 
Cocksurn AZen7.(1860) 78 When looking at an Oak-tree, you 
dwell..on the Fantasticness of the Branches. 

+ Fanta'stico. Os. [It.; corresp. to Fan- 
rastic.] An absurd and irrational person. 

1597 Suaks. Rom. & Ful. ut. iv. 30 (Qo. 1) Limping antique 
affecting fantasticoes [/o/. 1623 ed. phantacies] these new 
tuners of accents, 1600 Dekker /or/unatus Wks, 1873 I. 
117, I have..seene fantasticoes. 

+ Fanutastry. Ods. Also 7 phantastry. [f. 
FantTast+-Ry.] @. Fantastic display or show; 
ostentation, affectation. Also concr. Showy trap- 
pings. b. Visionary delusion. ce. Illusory char- 
acter, deceptiveness. 

1656 H, More Enthus. Trt. § 47. 47 This strong spirit 
of Phantastrie.. breaths in Paracelsus his books. 1670 
GranviLt Way Happiness iv. § 3.139 The indiscretions .. of 
some preachers, the phantastry and vain babble of others. 
a 1677 Barrow Sermt, (1686) III. 429 There shall they stand 
bare and devested of all their phantastry. 1678 CupwortH 
Intell. Syst. 47 There is something in us superiour to Sense, 
which judges of it, detects its Phantastry, and condemns its 
Imposture. 1710 R. Warp Life //. More 28 Fantastry and 
Levity..is so much seen to abound amongst us. /did. 51 
Against Fantastry and Enthusiasm it self. 


Fantasy, phantasy (fe'ntasi), 56. Forms: 
a. 4-7 fantasi(e, -ye, -azie, -aisie, -aysie, -esi(e, 
-esy(e, -essy, (5 fantsy, fayntasie, feintasy), 
5-6 fantosy, 6-7 fantacie, -y, 4- fantasy. B. 
6-8 phantasie, (6 -esie, 6-7 phant’sie, -’sy), 6- 
phantasy. fa. OF. fantaste (Fr. fantatsie), (= 
Pr. fantazta, Sp., Pg. fantasia, It. fantasia), ad. L. 
phantasia, a. Gr. pavragia lit. ‘a making visible’, 
f. pavtacew to make visible, f. paivew to show. 

The senses of @avtacia from which the senses of the 
word in the mod. langs. are developed are : 1. appearance, 
in late Gr. esp. spectral apparition, phantom (so L. phax- 
vasia in Vulg.); 2. the mental process or faculty of sensuous 
perception; 3. the faculty of imagination. These senses 
passed through OF. into Eng., together with others (as 
delusive fancy, false or unfounded notion, caprice, etc.) 
which had been developed in Jate L., Romanic, or Fr, ‘he 
shortened form Fancy, which apparently originated in the 
15th c:, had in the time of Shakspere become more or less 
differentiated in sense. After the revival of Greek learning, 
the longer form was often spelt Ahanfasy, and its meaning 
was influenced by the Gr, etymon. In mod. use fantasy 
and phantasy, in spite of their identity in sound and in 
ultimate etymology, tend to be apprehended as separate 
words, the predominant sense of the former being ‘ caprice, 
whim, fanciful invention’, while that of the latter is ‘imagin- 
ation, visionary notion’.] 

1. In scholastic psychology : +a. Mental appre- 
hension of an object of perception; the faculty by 
which this is performed. Ods. 

[@ 1382 Oresme in Meunier Zss, sur Oresme 179 Il entent 
par fantasie apprehension ou cognoissance sensitive des 
choses presentes. ] j 

a. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 113 Pat place [be brayn] is 
propre instrument of ymagynacioun pe which resceyvep 
pinges pat comprehendip of fantasie [ves a phantasia com- 
prehensas). 1509 Hawes Past, Pleas. xxiv. ii, These are 
the v. wyttes remeuing inwardly .. common wytte.. ymagi- 
nacyon, Fantasy, and estymacyon.. And memory. 1675 
Baxter Cath. Theol. 1. 1. 76 Sense perceiveth sweetness 
by tast or smell, light and pulchritude by sight and fantasie. 

B. a1618 Raveicn Rem, (1664) 126 According to the diver- 
sity of the eye, which offereth it unto the phantasie. 
1685-60 Stantey Ast. Philos. (1701) 478/2 Itis .. likely, 
that all living Creatures which have Eye-balls oblique and 
narrow..have a peculiar phantasie of Objects. 1669 A 
Browne Ars Pic/. (1673) 40 Light .. is the cause. .whereby 
coloured things are seen, whose Shapes and Images pass to 
the phantasie. ; 

+b. The image impressed on the mind by an 


object of sense. Ods. 

¢1340 Hamrote Prose Tr. (1866) 14 When the resone es 
cleryde fra all..fygours and fantasyes of creatures. 1596 
Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits xi.155 Memorie supplieth 
none other office. .than..to preserue the figures and fanta- 
sies of things. ; " 

+2. A spectral apparition, phantom ; an illusory 


appearance. Ods. ‘ 

cx328 Song of Yesterday 30 in E. E. P. (1862) 134 Pis 
worldly blis. Is but a fykel fantasy. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P.R, 1x. xxv. (1495) 362 Moo fantasyes ben seen by 
nyghte than by daye. xg40xr Pol. Poems (Rolls) Il. 46 
Somme fantasie of Fiton hath marrid thi mynde. c 1425 
Wyntoun Crom. vi. xvili. 31 Pe fantasy bus of hys Dreme 
Movyd hym mast to sla hys Eme. 1530 Parscr. 172 

Orta 


FANTASY. 


Phantosme, a fantosy. @1533 Lp. Berners Huon xxi. 
64 All is but fantesey and enchauntementes. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. U1. 365 Trowand that tyme it wes ane phan- 
tasie. a1583 GrinpaL Fruitful Dial. Wks. (1843) 59 No 
bread. .but certain fantasies of white and round, 

3. Delusive imagination, hallucination ; the fact 
or habit of deluding oneself by imaginary percep- 
tions or reminiscences. ? Ods. 

a. 1340-70 Alisaunder 384 For fere, ne fantasie faile they 
nolde. ¢1374 Cuauckr Troylus v. 1535 This fool of fan- 
tasie [sc. Cassandra]. 1574 R. Scor Hof Gard. (1578) 60 
Such as haue Mountaynes in fantasie and beggery in 
possession. 1602 SHaixs. Ham. 1. i. 54 You tremble and 
look pale: Is not this something more then Fantasie? 
1658 S.Simrson Unbelief ix. 66 They thought it was but 
meer fantasie and imagination. 

B. 21533 Fritn Disput. Purgat, (1829) 83 Making .. the 
elders .. to wander in phantasies. 1654 Case of Com- 
monwealth 50 If we falter, or be mis-led through phant’sie. 
1675 Brooxs Signal Presence of God 20 Raising such a 
phantasy in the Lyons that they looked upon Daniel .. as 
on one that was a friend unto them. 1753 SMoLLETT C?é. 
Fathom (1784) 11/1 He will..be sometimes misled by his 
own phantasy. 

4. Imagination; the process or the faculty of 
forming mental representations of things not actu- 
ally present. (Cf. Fancy sd. 4.) Also personified. 
Now usually with sense influenced by association 
with fantastic or phantasm; Extravagant or 


visionary fancy. 

In early use not clearly distinguished from 3; an exercise 
of poetic imagination being conventionally regarded as ac- 
companied by belief in the reality of what is imagined. 

a. 1589 GREENE J/enaphon (Arb.) 41 The Idea of her per- 
son represents it selfean object to my fantasie. 1602 Marston 
Ant. §& Mel, 11. Wks. 1856 I. 35 The soules swift Pegasus, 
the fantasie. @ 1631 Donne Elegie Poems (1633) 153 When 
you are gone, and Reason gone with you, Then Fantasie is 
Queene. 1831 CARLYLE Sart. Res. (1858) 52 Ever in my 
distresses .. has Fantasy turned, full of longing to that un- 
known Father. 1870 LoweLt Among my Bhs. Ser. 1. (1873) 
176 Imagination, as it is too often misunderstood, is mere 
fantasy, the image-making power common to all who have 
the gift of dreams. 

B. 1553 T.Witson Khet. (1567) 17 a, Natureis a righte that 
phantasie hath not framed. 1672-3 Marvett Reh. Transp. 
II. 130 You have attracted by force of phantasy some ex- 
traordinary Spirit to your assistance. 1704 Newton Officks 
I, 1. viii. 120 By the power of phantasy we see Colours in 
a Dream. 1831 Lytton Godolph. xxvii, Volktman himself, 
in the fulness of his northern phantasy, [could not] have 
sculptured forth a better image. 1837-8 Sir W. HamiLton 
Logie ii. (1870) II]. 22 We may view it in phantasy as black 
or white. 1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. (1864) IX. xiv. vii 258 
note, Vheir union with the Deity was. .through the phantasy. 

b. A mental image. 

1823 Lams £Jia Ser. 1. Grace before meat, To the tem- 
perate fantasies of the famished Son of God. @ 1853 Robert- 
son Seri, Ser, ut. vi. 81 Our creative shaping intellect pro- 
jected its own fantasies. 1876 Gro. Etior Dan. Der, v1. 
xlviii, Fantasies moved within her like ghosts. 

e. A product of imagination, fiction, figment. 

1362 Lanci. P. Pd. A. 1. 36 Tapers and Iangelers.. 
Founden hem fantasyes. 1399 Pod. Poems (Rolls) I. 371 
If 3e ffynde ffables or floly ther amonge, or ony ffantasie 
yffeyned that no ffrute is in. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 
ur. 147/1 Centaurs, Satyrs, Griffins, &c. [are] Forced 
Figures. , Fiction or Fantacy..to express a Novelty. 

d. An ingenious, tasteful, or fantastic invention 
or design. 

a. ¢1440 Gesta Rom. xxxii. 123 (Harl. MS.) A silkyme 
gyrdil, sotilly i-made ; for the damyselle comunely lovithe 
swiche fantasys, 1542 RecorpE Gv.Artes (1561) Yvja, Some 
questions of thys rule maye be varied above 1000 waies 3 
but I would have you forget suche fantasies, tyll a time of 
more leysure, 1848 Dickens Dombey xxiii, There was a 
monstrous fantasy of rusty iron. 

B. 1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 1 Balades, plaies, 
rimes, songes, and other phantasies. x182x Keats /saded 
xlvii, A soiled glove, whereon Her silk had played in purple 
phantasies, 

e. esp. in Music; a fantasia. (Cf. 6.) 

1597 Mortry /xtvod. Mus. 181 The..chiefest kind of 
musick which is made without a dittie is the fantasie, that 
is, when a musician taketh a point at his pleasure, and 
wresteth and turneth it as he list. 1674 PLayrorp S#id/ 
Aus.t. x. 34 This is called the Dupla or Semibreve Time 
..its Mood..is usual in Anthems, Fantasies, &c. 

5. A supposition resting on no solid grounds ; a 
whimsical or visionary notion or speculation. 

Now more emphatically contemptuous than Fancy sé. 

a. c1400 Destr. Troy 2669 His olde fader fantasi pai filet 
in hert. ¢ 1440 Generydes 4652 Leveall these fantesies. .ye 
shall not fynde it thus, 1526 Pilger, Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
166 b, The mynde.. is moost apte to .. waueryng fantasyes 
aboute dyuerse thynges. 1665 Mantey Grotius’ Low C. 
Warres 953 The Minds of the common People would be 
divided, according as any one would teach his Fantasies. 
1876 Wuitney Sights §& Jus. 11. xiv. 443 Allthat would be 
to them less than fancy—mere fantasy. 1878 Moriry 
Vauvenargues Crit. Misc. 20 Many pernicious and destruc- 
tive farftasies. 

B. 1586 Cocan Haven Health ccxliii. (1636) 306 Vaine .. 
is their phantasie that thinke it ungodly to flee from .. the 
plague. axz610 Hearey Zfictetus Man. (1636) 30 Keepe 
thy minde firme against all such phantasies. 1858 R. A. 
VauGcuan Ess. § Kev. I. 6 Nota phantasy in religion..but 
might there soar or flutter. 

tb. Ln my fantasy; =‘as 1 imagine’ ; modestly 
used for ‘in my opinion’. Ods. 

2 1543 Recorpe Gr, Arles (1561) Lj, And yet in my 
simple fantasy these thinges offer them-selves. .to be studied 
for aboute progression. 1570-6 Lamparve Peramd. Kent 
(1826) r91 In mine own fantasie it wanteth not the feete of 
sound reason to stand upon. 
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B. 1370-6 LAmBARDE Peramdl, Kent (1826) 237 There 
standeth a Towne yet called Sturmere, which (in my 
phantasie) sufficiently mainteineth the knowledge of this 
matter, A 2 

6. Caprice, changeful mood ; an instance of this ; 
a caprice, whim. ‘Often in até, after, according 
to, upon one’s own fantasy (obs.). 

a, a31450 Aut. de la Tour 23 Alle good women. .aught to 
leve all suche fantasyes. 1490 Caxton Lxeydos vi. 25 His 
wyf..he loued..of fyne loue wythout fayntasie. 1519 Interl. 
Four Elem.in Hazl. Dodsley 1, 7 Every man after his fantasy 
Will write his conceit. 1598 Barrer 7heor. Warres v. 1. 
146 Whosoeuer shall kill his souldier vpon his owne fan- 
tasie, without iust cause. 1649 Mitton ZLikon, xi. (1851) 
420 The Kingdom .. must depend in great exigencies upon 
the fantasie of a Kings reason. 1679-1714 burner //7s¢. 
Ref., It was..out ot no light fantasy. .that he thus refused 
it. 1814 Scorr Ld. of Jsles vi. xvii, Fate plays her wonted 
fantasy..with thee and me. 1883 C. F. Woorson Jor the 
Major iv, Little ways..considered to belong to the ‘ fanta- 
sies of genius’, 

B. 1548 Hatt Chron. 137 b, The Dolphyn tooke upon 
hym, the rule. .orderyng causes. .after his awne. .phantasie. 
1624 Capt. Smitu Virginia ut. v. 55 Our strength and 
labours were idely consumed to fulfill his phantasies, 

+7. Inclination, liking, desire. Ods. 

a. ¢1374 CHaucer Lormer Age 5t The lambyssh poeple 
..-Hadden no fantesye todebate, c 1386 — AZiller’s T. 5 Al 
his fantasye Was torned for to lerne astrologye. c¢ 1450 
Merlin 213 Soche a fantasie fill in his herte that he cowde 
not it remeve. 1462 Paston Lett, No. 435 II. 83 If..ther 
be sent swhyche downe to tak a rewyll as the pepyll hathe a 
fantsy in. 1535 Stewart Cron, Scot. II, 158 ‘Throw fan- 
tasie of this Roxiana, Of hir sic plesour he had. 1599 
Haxvuyt Voy.1. 4 He fell into a fantasie and desire to .. 
know how farre that land stretched. @ 1618 RALEIGH Rem. 
(1644) 83 Every man prefers his fantasie in that appetite, 
before all other worldly desires. 

B. 1863-87 Foxe A. & AZ, (1596) 65/1 Diuerse men [wor- 
ship] diuerse gods; so as euerie one hath in himselfe a 
mind or phantasie to worship. 

Fantasy (fentasi),v. Forms: a. 5-7 fantasie, 
-ye, 5-6 fantesye, 6 fantase, -aise, 7 fant’sy, 
5-fantasy. 8. 6-7 phantasie, -y, (6 phantasey, 
7 phantacy, -zy),9 phantasy. [a. OF. /antasze-r, 
f. fantaste FANTASY 50.] 

Ll. ¢rans. =F ancy v. 1; rarely, to fantasy with 
oneself. Now arch. with the sense: To imagine 
ina visionary manner. 

1430 Lypc. Bochas Prol. 3 Men of craft may..Fantasien 
in their inward sight Devises newe. 1543 GRAFTON Contz. 
Harding 496 Dreames .. his awne feare fantesieth. 1547-8 
Ordre of Communion 1 Euery manne phantasying and 
deuisyng a sondery waie by hymself. 1563-87 Foxe A. & 
AT, (1684) II. 23/1 It was not the same very present Body of 
Christ, as the Priests did phantasie. @1577 Sir T. Smiru 
Commi. Eng. (1609) 5 As wise men have .. fantasied foure 
simple bodies which they call elements. 1603 KNoLLEs 
Hist, Turks (1621) 182 The image of the yong gentleman 
was well phantazied in her brain. 1818 Keats Zxdym. 509 
A dream..so phantasied. 1855 Morttey Dutch Rep. II. 
17 He fantasied in his imagination a kind of religion, halt 
Catholic, half Reformed. 

b. with 067. and zz. or object clause. 

1430 Lypc, Chron. Troy 1. ii, Day by day cast and fan- 
tesyeth How his venim may .. Upon this Jason be fully 
execute, 1562 Turner //e7 dal 11. 51 a, Som dyd phantasey 
one thyng to be the cause and som an other. 1582 Bent- 
LEY Mon, Matrones 77 Fantasing with themselves that I 
doo it..of hatred. 1661 Boye Style of Script. 51 The 
Syrian Leper. . vainly fant’sied,that Gods appointment could 
not put a difference between things that knew no other. 

e. absol. or intr. 

1548 Upatt, etc. Evasm. Par. Yohu x.13 He fantasieth 
thus; In case thei go to wracke, what than? 

+2. trans. To wear the appearance (paytacia) 
of. Obs. rare—', 

ex161r Cuarman /liad xxi. 60 At every part the form 
did comprehend His likeness; his fair eyes, his voice, his 
stature, every weed His person wore, it fantasied, 

+3. To take a fancy or liking to; to be favour- 
ably inclined to; to fall in love with. Also with 
zf., to ‘take it into one’s head’ (to do some- 
thing). Cf, Fancy uv. 8. Ods. 

1548 Hatt Chyon. 194 b, Hes.. favored her suyte, but 
muche more phantasied her person. 1553 I’. WiLson Vheé. 
4b, As if one should phantasy to praise a Gose before any 
other beast. 1592 Warner Add, Lng, vil. xxxiv. (1612) 168 
Death, late feared, now she fantaseth, 1641 Prynne Ax/‘ip. 
79 That he [the King] should neither phantacy nor regard 
the serious Petition of the importunate Commons. 

absol, 1560 Brcon Treat. Fasting xi. Wks. 1. 89b, 
Nether do they direct their fastes vnto any godly end, bat 
as euery one fantasieth, so do they fast. 

4. intr. Yo play fantasias; to extemporize. rare 
(but often in Carlyle). 

1840 CarLyLe Ws, (1858) II. 323 He [Hoffmann] could 
fantasy to admiration on the harpsichord, 1858 — Fredk. 
Ct, Il. x. vi. 650 Fantasying on the flute in an animated 
strain. 

Hence Fa'ntasying vd. sd. 

1543 Recorpre Gr. Artes (1561) Zv b, You should .. not 
have taken a question of your owne fantasying. 1555 
L. Saunpers Zezé. in Coverdale Lett, Martyrs (1564) 184 The 
fantasing of the flesh-pottes of Egypte. 1607 Schol. Disc. 
agst. Antichrist 1, ix. 135 We are charged with a Corinthian 
fantasying of mens persons. 

Fantekyn, var. f. FAUNTEKIN Ods. 

+Fa'nterie. Ods. [a. OF. fanterie, ad. It. 
fanteria, {. fante foot-soldier (literally boy, short 
for infante=InFant* cf, Faunr).] Infantry ; p/. 
foot-soldiers, 
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a1577 Gascoicne Fruits War clii. in Wks. (1587) 146 
Fiue .. bands of English Fanteries. 1601 Hottanp Pliny 
I. 128 Trusting vpon their Cauallery and Fanterie, wherein 
they are strong. 

Fantigue (fxntz'g). da/. Also fanteag(ue, 
fanteeg, fantique. [Cf. Fanrap.] A state of 
anxiety or excitement; an instance of this, esf. 
a fit of ill-humour. 

1825 Univ. Songster ii. 142 Don't put yourselves in a fan- 
tique. 1837 Dickens Pickw. xxxvili, ‘Inwolving our pre- 
cious governor in all sorts o’ fanteegs.’ 1866 Mrs. H. Woop 
Elster’s Folly 1. v.117 You need not have put yourself in 
a fantigue. 1879 Miss Jackson Shvropsh. Word-bk., The 
Missis is in a pretty fantaig. 1882 W’. Worcestersh. Gloss., 
‘E’s allus on with some uv ’is fanteagues.’ 

|| Fantoccini (fe-ntpt{inz). Also 8 fanto- 
cine, 9 vulgar fantosceny. [It. pl. of fartoccino, 
dim. of faz/occio puppet, f. faze boy, servant, ete. : 
see FANTERIE.] 

1. #/. Puppets made to go through certain evolu- 
tions by means of concealed strings or wires. 

1791 BoswELi Yohnson (1816) 1. 396 The exhibition of the 
Fantoccini in London. 1842 Dickens mer. Notes (1850) 
60/1 Are there no Punches, Fantoccini, Dancing dogs .. or 
even Barrel-organs? 1876 Brsanr & Rice Gold. Butterfly 
xxx. (1884) 227 As awkward as a pair of fantoccini. 

2. A dramatic representation in which these are 
the performers ; a marionette show. 

1771 Mrs. J. Harris in Priv. Lett. Ld. Malmesbury 
(2870) I. 212, I was much pleased with the ‘ Fantocine’ I 
saw last night. 1817 Mar. EpGeworru //arrington (1832) 
132 He had refused to go..to the Fantoccini. 1851 
Maynew Lond, Labour (1861) III. 60 ‘The Fantoccint’, 
ke said, is the proper title of the exhibition of dancing dolls. 

attrib, 1817 Hazurr Char, Shaks. (1838) 220 ‘The fantoc- 
cini exhibition, 1822 — Yadde-t, II. xii. 274 A little fan- 
toccini figure..playing a number of fantastic tricks before 
the audience, 

Fantom, obs. form of PHANTOM. 

Faon, obs. form of Fawn. 

+ Fap, a. Ols. Drunk, intoxicated. 

1598 Suaks. AZerry W.1. i. 183 The Gentleman had drunke 
himselfe out of his fiue sentences..And being fap, sir, was 
(as they say) casheerd. 1818 J. Brown Psyche 44 Getting 
daily fap with ale, 

Fapes: see FEABERRY dal., gooseberry. 

Faquir, var. of Fakir, 

|| Far, sd. Ods. [Latin.] A coarse kind of 
wheat ; spelt. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush, xu. 1 Novembre wol with whete 
& far besowe. 1601 Hotranp Péiny II. 138 As for the 
bearded wheat Far, there is a certaine worme breeding in 
it like toa moth, 1624 Mippteton Game at Chess v. iii 
Cockles from Chios, frank’d and fatted vp With “ar and 
Sapa, Flower and cockted Wine. ‘ 

Far (fai), adv. Forms: 1-4 feor(r, (3 south. 
veor), 2-3 (9 dal.) fur, 3-6 for, (3 forre), 2-6 
fer(r(e, 3-4 south, ver(re, (2 fir, 3 fear, fezer, 
feir, 4 fere, 5 feer), 3-7 farr(e, (4-7 fare), 3- 
far. Compar. 1 fier(r, fyr(r, 2, 4 fir, 3-4 (9 dad.) 
fur, 4-5 furre,fyrre, 7 furr, 5 far, 2-6 ferrer, 
(4-6 ferrere), 2-3 ferror, 4-7 farrer, 5-6 farrar. 
Superl. 1 fyrrest, 3-5 ferrest, 3-6 farrest, (4 
furrest, 7 farst). [OE. /eor(y corresponds to 
OF ris. fir, OS. fer (Du. ver), OHG., fer, ON. fiarre, 
Goth. fatrra:—OTeut. *fer7v- (the OTeut. form of 
the suffix is not determinable with certainty; a 
distinct but synonymous type appears in OS. 
and OHG. ferro, MUG. verre), f. OTeut. root 

Jer- :—OAryan fer-, whence Gr. mépav, Skr. paras, 
beyond. 

The forms with final -e in 13-14th c. belong ety- 
mologically to the derivative FERREN;  subse- 
quently the monosyllabic fevrve, farre, is a mere 
variant spelling of fer, far. The OE. compara- 
tive fier’, fyrr (:—*/erriz) began in 12th c. to give 
place to a new formation on the positive, ferrer, 
-or ; this survived till the 17th c. in the form 
Jarrer; after that period the comparative and 
superlative remained only in dialects, being super- 
seded in educated use by farther, farthest: see 
FARTHER. ] 

1. At a great distance, a long way off. Const. 
Jrom, (colloq.) off. Also with adybs. away, off, out. 

a. in space. 

cgo0 Beda’s Hist. 1. i. § 3 We witan heonan noht feor 
ober ealond. cx02g /nterl. v. Rule St. Benet 1. 85 pa 
eallunga feor synd on geswince. ¢ 1205 LAy. 543 Achalon 
heihte an flum Pe nes noht feor from heom. @ 1300 Cursor 
AT. 4933 (Cott.) Theues .. of a cuntre pat the es far. 
1340 Hamprote Pr. Consc. 7650 lk planete es ferrer ban 
other fra us. ¢ 1380 Wyciir Sed, ks. 111. 184 Sum ferrer 
and sum nerrer, ¢ 1420 Six Amadace (Camd.) xvi, A mar- 
chand of this cite Was fer oute in a-nothir cuntre. ¢1440 
Promp. Parv. 156 Fer, or fer a-way, procul. c1485 Digby 
Alyst, (1882) 1v. 112, | was not farre hence. 1490 CAXTON 
Eneydos x. 40 Whiche caused grete fere and drede yvnto 
the countreys nygh neyghbours and also ferre of. 1549 
Compl. Scot. vi. 80 He vil see ane schip farrar on the seye. 
1550 CrowLey “figr, 211 A Spittlehouse, no farre from 
where his dwelling was. 647 H. More Song of Soul u. ii. 
i, iii, Things near seem further off; farst off, the nearst 
at hand. 1697 Drypven Virg. Georg. v. 17 The painted 
Lizard, and the Birds of Prey..be far away. 1711 STEELE 
Sfect. No, 63 & 7 Not far from these was another Set of 


FAR. 


merry People. 1808 Scorr Mary. u. i, Far upon 
Northumbrian seas. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) J, 10 He 
is likely to be not far off himself. 1879 J. BurrouGus 
Locusts & Wild H. (1884) 263 The Green Mountains.. 
seen careering along the horizon far to the south-west. 

b. Lar and near or nigh: in every part, every- 
where. Far or near: anywhere. Far nor near: 
nowhere. 

@1o00 Crist 390 (Gr.) Feor and neah. ex175 Lam. 
Hont. 137 Yo..beon iwurdegede fir and neor. a1250 Owl 
§& Night. 921 Wast and west, feor and neor. @1300 Cursor 
AM, 17288 + 213 (Cott.) Marie .. loked farre & neghe. c 1430 
Hymns Virg. (1867) 107 Pere is no man feer ne neer. 1587 
‘Turpery. 7yag. 7. (1837) 96 The brute was blowne abrode 
both farre and nye. [1629 (see 5).] 1631 Goucr God's 
Arrows iii. § 67. 305 Memorable matters, worthy to be 
knowne farre andneare. 1667 Mitton 2. L. vi. 295, I.. 
have sought thee farr and nigh. ax7oq4 R. L’Estrance 
(J.) I have been hunting .. far and near ..to find out 
aremedy. 1797 Mrs. Rapcuirre /tadian xiii, But I could 
see nothing of them far or near. 

c. in past time. Cf, Far-orr. 

1362 Lanci. P. P2. B. xv. 226 In a freres frokke he was 
yfounde ones Ac it is ferre agoo in seynt Fraunceys tyme. 
x6xr Suaks. Wnt. T. 1. iv. 442 Farre then Deucalion off. 

d. fg. with reference to unlikeness, alienation 
of feeling, etc. Often elliptically in phrase (So) 
Jar from —ing (used when something is denied 
and something epposite asserted). Also interjec- 
tionally, Lar frome tt. 

1534 WuitinTon tr. 7llyes Offices 1. Cv, This maner is 
as ferre distaunt from offyce ..that [etc.]. 1611 Biste Ps. 
Ixxiii. 27 They that are farre from thee, shall perish. 1648 
Boyte Seraph, Love xix. (1700) 116 Gods love is so far from 
resembling the usual sort of Friends. a@x1661 FULLER 
Worthies 1. 150 So far from imitating the industry of their 
Ancestors .. that [etc.]. 1840 De Quincey Essenes 11, 
Wks. 1890 VII. 166 So far .. from shocking his [the Jew’s] 
prejudices. .the error of the early Christians would lie the 
other way. 1873 Brack Pr. Thule xiv. 221 It was in 
a far from unfriendly fashion. 1874 Dasenr Tales frout 
Fyeld 128 He was not far off losing both wit and sense. 
bid. 154 He was not far off being half-dead of thirst. 12882 
WicksteeEp tr. Kuenen’s Hibbert Lect. 1. 127 The truly 
religious tone. .not unmixed, indeed, far from it, but unmis- 
takable. 

e. Phrases. Far be it from (me, etc.): a form 
of deprecation =‘ God forbid that (I, etc.) 772/ 
be far (enough) zf, etc.: a strong negation or re- 
fusal (vulgar). Lar to + find, seek: (a) hard to 
discover, out of the way ; (6) of persons: at a loss. 

1382 WycuiF Gev. xliy. 17 Josephe answerde, Fer be it fro 
me, that Y thus do. 1393 Lanci. P. PZ. C. x1. 77 Bep pre 
fayre vertues and beep nauht ferr to fynde. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 163 Bee it farre from me to utter any such 
speache, 1667 Eart or CarpiGAn in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comme. App. v.9 Farre be it from me..to enter into dis- 
pute with your Lordship. 1709 STEELE Yatler No. 148 
P 4 Far beit that I should attempt to lessen the Acceptance 
which Men of this Character meet within the World. 1752 
Foore Yaste 1. Wks. 1799 I. 23 I'll be fur enough if it 
en't a May-game. 1836 J. Gitperr Chr. Atonem. viii. 
(1852) 225 Far, infinitely far, be such imputation from our 
thoughts. 1874 GLapsTone in Contemp. Rev. Oct. 667 If 
instances must be cited, they are not far to seek. 1879 
Gro. Evior Theo. Such xvi. 285 Many minds .. are far to 
seek for the grounds of social duty. 1888 Sheffield Gloss. 
s.v., ‘I'll be far if I do’ means ‘I will not.’ 

2. To a great distance ; to a remote place. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter ix. 22 Tohwon dryhten zewite du feor. 
c 1205 Lay. 1720 He ferde to feor ut from his iueren, ¢ 1250 
Gen, & Ex. 2616 Wilt Su, leuedi, ic go fear out. c 1350 
Will. Palerne 2781 To fle .. fer away from be see. c1450 
St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 2184 Farrer fra men to be remoued. 
1601 WeEEVER Mirr. Martyrs Dij, I wisht the popes 
dominion Might stretch no furr than Callis Ocean. | 1610 
Suaxs, Jevzp. 11. i. 110 She..is so farre from Italy remoued. 
1667 Mitton ?, ZL, xt. 727 He ceas’d Contending, and re- 
movy’d his Tents farr off. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. /Hist. (1776) 
IV, 329 A..habitation, from which it seldom ventures far. 

b. To a great distance in various directions ; 
over a large area; widely. 

c 1200 Vices & Virlues (1888) 45 Carite sprat his bowes on 
breede and on lengde swide ferr. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 216 
pi fame shall goo fer. ¢1440 Vork Myst. xi. 80 So sall be 
folke no farrar sprede, 1692 J. Barnes Pref Verses in 
. Walker Z£fictetus’ Mor., An Heathen, far for vertue 

amd. 

+e. Zo cast far: to make far-reaching plans. 
(Cf. Far-casrer.) So éo bethink far. Obs. 

fie Cursor MM. 8269 (Cott.) Ferr and depe he vmbi- 
thoght. c1394 P. Pl. Crede 485 Fer he [pe devell] castep 
toforn be folke to destroye. 

3. To or at an advanced point of progress. a. 
in space. (Down to the 15th c. the vb. go is often 
omitted after w7//, shall, may, cam, etc.) 

ax3300 I’ragni. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 210 Whan the sonne 
hath thider i-drawe the mist thurf hire hete, Hit ne mai no 
fur for the colde. a1z00 Cursor MM. 17288 + 392 (Cott.) 
Tesus made hom semblant as he wald ferrer goo. ¢1330 
R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 308 Ferrere mot he nouht, Scot- 
lond forto se. ¢1386 Cuaucer Friars T. 89 Sayde this 
yiman, ‘ Wiltow fer to day?’ c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 

03 It is sett undir a mannes ers to drawe out be emeroides 
bat sittip hed fer yn, c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6091 Ay 
be ferrer pat he gase. c1460 Towneley Myst. 276 No far 
thou shalle. 1583 Stuppes Anat. Abus. u. 1 How farre 
purpose you to trauell this way. 1709 STEELE & Appison 
Tatler No. 114 P 1 We were now got pretty far into West- 
minster, a@axz80r R. Gate 7int Quey Poems 173 Here, or 
we gae farer ben, Aiblins it’s fitting to let ken To them wha 
reads, that [etc.]. 1814 SoutuEy Koderick u1, We travell’d 
fast and far. 1845 tr. Swe’s Wandering Few xvii. 86 Long 
bamboos which are driven far into the ground. 
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b. fig. with reference to progressive action or 
condition; To a great length or degree. Far 
gone: in an advanced stage. Zo go far to (produce 
a certain effect): to tend greatly. ++ Zo speak a 
person far: to go to great lengths in his praise. 

a1300 Cursor M, 11011 (Gétt.) Bot elizabeth was ferrer 
gane. 1360-80 Wycuir 7vacts xxii. (1879) 311 Peishewen 
ferrere how pei ben disciplis of fals pharisees. ¢ 1430 Chev. 
Assigne 311, I kan sey no furre. 1545 BrinkLow Compl. 8 
This matter is so farre gone, that there is no remedy. 1576 
Friemine Panofpl. Efist. Q iij b, Least by presuming to farre, 
I should loose my selfe. 1579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fortune 
il. xc, 278a, Who is so mad .. ynlesse he be to farre gone, 
that standeth not in feare of them? 1579 FutKe Heskins’ 
Pari. 382 Maister Heskins storeis farre spent, 1611 SHaks, 
Cymib. 1,i.24 You speake him farre. 1668 Hiate Pref Rolle’s 
Abridgm, 3 Where the subject of any Law is single.. 
prudence..may go far at one Essay to provide a fit law. 
1704 Swirt 7. 7b Apol., When these two enter far into the 
composition of any work. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 34 
pe 4 There's no carrying a Metaphor too far, when a Lady’s 
Charms are spoke of. @1715 Burnet Own Time (1823) 1. 
377 To do all they could to hinder him to engage too far. 
¢ 1813 Mrs. SHerwoov Stories Ch. Catech. iv. 19 Both.. 
very tipsy .. one .. so far gone, that she could not walk 
straight. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 233 This was 
going too far, 1845 M«CuLtocu 7a-ration u. x. (1852) 361 
This high duty..went far to enable the distillers to fix the 
price of spirits. 1847 Grote Greece u. xlvii. (1862) LV. 191 
The Corinthians had gone too far. .to admit of listening to 
arbitration. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) 1.46 You are already 
far gone in your love, 

ce. in time. + With genitive, ar days, nights: 
late in the day or night (cf. Gr. méppw rhs Hpépas, 
THs vuerds) ; in later use also far-day, -night (cf.8c). 

a 1400-50 Alexander 3900 Be bai had fyneschid pis fi3t 
was ferre in with euyn. c¢1440 Generydes 66 A man 
right ferre in age. a 1450 Kuwt. de la Tour (1868) 45 She 
happed to abide so longe on a sonday that it was fer dayes. 
1533 BELLENDEN Livy 1, (1822) 135 He wes waik, and fer 
run in yeris, 3156r T. Hosy tr. Castiglione’s Courtyer 
K iij b, It was farre innighte. 1577-87 HoLinsHEeD Chron. 
III. 1148/2 It is far nights. 1602 2d Pt. Return fr.Parnass. 
ut. il. (Arb.) 42 But the day is farre spent, M. Recorder. 
1631 Celestina vi. 98 O how farre daies is it? 1662 J. 
Davies Voy, Amibass. 278 It was far-night ere we got away. 
1732 BerkeLey Alcifhr, u. § 26 The day being now far 
spent. 1870 KE, Peacock Ralf Skirl. II], 2 Far gone as 
the day was. 1885 Manch. Exam. 10 Sept. 5/5 A heavy 
downpour which continued far into the night. 

4. By a great interval, widely. a. of separation 
in place ; fig. of estrangement or alienation. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 3483 His mercy was to ferre bihynde. 
1548 Gest Pr. MZasse\ va,The heaven sainctes who be farrer 
distanted. .from us then. .London..from Cambredge. 1568 
Grarton Chrou, II. 12 These two Sees were farre asonder, 
that is to say, Caunterbury and Yorke. 1603 KNoLLEs 
Hist. Turks 649 Following not far after himself. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. m1. 306 He.. leaves the Scythian 
Arrow far behind. 1730-46 THomson Autumn 1284 Far 
distant from their native soil. 1813 Scorr Rokeby 1, xvii, 
Mortham’s lord grew far estranged From the bold heart 
with whom he ranged. 

b. qualifying adjs., advbs., or their equivalents, 
implying excess, defect, or variation from a standard. 
+ In 16-17th c. often prefixed to adjs. or advbs. of 
negative import, as in fav unfit = far from fit. 

21375 Joseph Arim. 552 Pei were weri of-fouzten and 
feor ouer-charged, 1521 Fisuer JVAs. (1876) 348 This man 
gothe fer wyde from the streyght waye. 1555 Puitror 
Let.in Coverdale Lett. Martyrs (1564) 229 God knoweth it 
is written far uneasily. 1564 GrinpaL fun. Seri. Emp. 
ferdinand Rem, (1843) 29 Preparations afore death .. far 
out of square, 1614 R. Tamor Hog hath lost Pearl in 
Dodsley O. PZ, (1780) VI. 390 Then my Lord, your father 
is far impatient. 1631 Werver Azc. Pun, Mon. 532 
A match thought farre vnfit for such a man. 1835 Sir J. 
Ross Narr. 2nd Voy. xli. 545 We were often far underfed. 
1875 JoweTr Pla‘o (ed. 2) 1. 207 They were not far wrong. 

ce. of inequality or unlikeness. Often with 
comparatives or superlatives; sometimes more 
emphatically far (and) away. Also with vbs., as 
to differ, exceed, excel, etc. Lar other: widely 
different. + Zo distinguish far: to make a wide 
distinction. 

cgoo Beda's Hist. ut. xiv, § 2 Feor on obre wisan. 
a1400-50 Alexander 3922 A beste..Fere fersere pan an 
olifaunt. 1496 Act 12 Hen. VII, c. 6 They be sold far 
under the Price that they be worth, 1545 Jove Lap. Dan. v. 
75a, He passed farre his grandfatherinsynne. 1562 J. Hry- 
woop Prov. § Epigr. (1867) 20 Ye be better fed then taught 
farre awaie. 1563 SHuTE Archit. Dia, Which differeth 
not farre from the declaration of Vitruuius. 1587 GoLDING 
De Mornay xxiv. 373 One that beheld a farre other beauty 
..and tasted a farre other pleasure than of the worlde. 1593 
Suans. Lucr. 81 Which far exceeds his barren skill to show. 
1611 Biste 7yansl. Pref. 2 A farre most excellent weight 
of glory. 1646 Dx. Hamivton in 77. Papers (Camden) 124 
No Englishman will. .hold..that Scotland must be satisfied 
with it, farre leese that it be of the Scots framing. 1667 
Mitton ?. Z. 1x, 862 To answer and resound farr other 
Song. @1687 Perry Pol. Arith. i, (1691) 26 In France .. 
the Hugonots are..far the greatest Traders. 1695 Woop- 
warp Wat. Hist. Earth (1723) 9 Of this various Matter.. 
the far greatest Part of the Terrestrial Globe consists. 1709 
STEELE Tatler No. 92 P 1 With us it is far otherwise. 
1719 De For Crusoe 11, vi. 156 You will allow it to consist 
with me, as a Roman, to distinguish far between a Pro- 
testant and a Pagan. 1743 J. Morris Sev, ii. 53 Paul 
uses this argument to prove charity far preferable, 1773 
Map, D’Arsray Early Diary (1889) 1. 187 The delight 
.-more far away than I have ever received, 1880 T, A. 
Spratpine Zliz. Demonol. 22 A slight surrender of principle 
Was a far surer road to success, 1883 W. I, Norris 2hirdby 
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Hall xxxiv, You are far and away the greatest scoundrel 
IT ever saw. 18883 Law Reforts 29 Ch. Div. 528 The 
testator’s estates were..incumbered..to an amount far 
beyond their value. 

+5. From a remote source. Ods. exc. in Comb. : 
see FAR-FETCHED, etc. 

1629 MAxweLt tr. Herodian (1635) 65 For this purpose all 
kinde of wilde beasts were brought farre and neere. 1697 
tr. C'tess D’Aunoy’s Trav. (1706) 34 Here's the Etymology 
of a Word drawn far enough, 

6. Preceded by as, how, so, thus, the word (like 
many other quantitative advbs. and adjs.) often 
undergoes a change of meaning, the notion of 
definite quantity being substituted for the primary 
notion of great quantity. Hence the following 
modifications of the preceding senses : 

a. To or at a definite distance. 

c1250 Gen. §& Ex. 1238 Bi al-so fer so a bo3e mai ten dor 
sat his moder. a1300 Cursor M. 506 (Cott.) How farr es 
in to hell pitte. 17xx Appison Sfect. No. 42 P 4 When 
there is a Battle in the Hay-Market Theatre, one may hear 
it as far as Charing-Cross. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 1. xxVil. 215, 
I had not thought it possible to see so far through so dense 
a storm. 

b. Up to or at a particular point of advance. 

@1300 Cursor MM, 2253 (Cott.) Now we haue vs sped sa 
ferr. ¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Ayiion ii. 60 Sith that it is 
soo ferre come that ye wyll not here vs, we shall kepe owr 
peas. 1535 CovERDALE 1 Chron. xvii[i]. 16 Who am I? and 
what is my house, y'thou hast broughte me thus farre? 1611 
Biste Yer. li. 64 Thus farre are the words of leremiah. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 105 If a Man would endeuour to raise 
or fall his Voice..as farre as an Eighth. 1724 De For 
Mem, Cavalier (1840) 172 Vhe king was almost as far as 
Banbury. 1833 Cruse Lusebius 1. v. 29 Thus far Josephus. 
1841 HEvpHinstone /7/zst. (ud. I, 469 Menander..went on 
as far as the Isamus. 1855 THAcKERAY /Vewcomes I. 221 
She could make an ormolu bracelet go as far as another 
woman’s emerald clasps. JZod. So far no great harm has 
been done, 

ce. To a certain extent or degree. 

a 1300 Cursor MM. 16386 (Cott.) Sacles es he sa feir se sum 
ican. ¢1400 Rom. Rose 2209 Hated bothe of olde and 
yong, As fer as Gaweyn the worthy, Was preised for his 
curtesie. 1477 Eart Rivers Dicfes (Caxton) 1 As fer as my 
wrecchednes wold suffyse. 1577 5B. Gooce Heresbach's 
Husb, i. (1586) 116 The bay [horse] is most of price as 
farre as I see at this daye. 1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 191 
For thou..wilt not permit any (as farre as in thee lyeth) to 
be well employed. 1601 J. MannincHam in Saks. C. 
Praise 45 A Citizen gaene soe farr in liking with him. 1638 
Dx. Hamitton in H. Papers (Camden) 18 How fare I shall 
be abill to prevall uith him I can not yett tell. 1651 Honses 
Leviath. 1. viii. 35 He may be so farre a good man, as to 
be free from giving offence. 1751 Jortin Sev. (1771) I. 
iii. 46 Such persons may so far conduce to the temporal 
prosperity of a nation, 182x J. Q. Apams in C. Davies 
Metr, Syst. 11. (1871) 119 But this law so far as it prescribed 
a new bushel, had never been executed. 1835 THIRLWALL 
Greece I. 423 To decide how far he deserved it. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 427 Let us endeavour to ascertain 
how far we are consistent with ourselves. 

7. quasi-sb. a. t+ Of, on far: see AFAR. + Upon 
Jar: at adistance. Jvom far: at a distance (cf. 
FERREN). Ly far: by a great interval (= sense 4) ; 
see By 18b. 7 so far: to such an extent. 

a1300 Cursor M, 6655 (Cott.) Pam thoght him hornd 
apon farr, /d¢d. 13457 (Cott.) Fra ful ferr can pai til him 
seker did. 27643 (Cott.) Sin es fowler ban any deuil in hell 
by fer. ¢1380 Wyc.ir Servi. Sel. Wks. I. 17 Sum of hem 
comen fro ferre. ¢c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xix. 86 To pat 
ymage men commez fra ferre in pilgrimages. 1513-75 
Diurn. Occurrents (1833) 276 Thair wes the greiter slauchter 
be over far maid vpoun the Inglis. 1647 H. More PAz?os. 
Devot. 43 Lo! from farre I you salute. 1737 WuHIsTON 
Josephus Antig. 1. xix. § 10 Thus far of his apology was 
made. 1764 GoLtpsm. /7av. 28 That, like the circle bound- 
ing earth and skies, Allures from far. 1871 SMILES Charac. 
x. (1876) 282 By far the largest class of readers. 1888 
Bryce Amer. Comanw. I. viii. 104 Eloquence.. imagination 
.. or extent of knowledge, are all in so fara gain to him 
that [etc.]. 

+b. Zo have far to; to have a long way to go 
to, be far from. Ods. 

1377 Lancet. P. Pl. B. xix. 477 Pe vyker had fer home 
& faire toke his leue. 1393 /ézd. C. xu. 196 Folwe forp pat 
fortune wol; thou hast ful fer to elde, 

8. Combinations. 

a. When fav (in senses 1-5) qualifies a ppl. adj. 
used attributively, it is usually hyphened, thus 
giving rise to an unlimited number of quasi-com- 
pounds, as far-beaming, -branching, -embracing, 
-exlending, etc. 

1533 More Answ. Poysoned Bk. Wks. 1047/1 Making 
one perfit person and one farpassing perfyt person of God 
and man together. 1596 Spenser State /re/,.2 The manner 
rather of desperate men farre driven. 1598 CHarMAN /dzad 
1, 19 Far-shooting Phoebus. 1601 YarincTon 7 wo Lament. 
Traj. 1. ii. in Bullen O. PZ. IV, I will .. live in some far- 
removed continent, @1649 Drumm. or Hawrtn. Poems 
Wks. (1711) 31 These saphyre far-extending heights. 1688 
Addr, in Lond. Gaz. No. 2536/1 Your far distanced New 
England Subjects. 17253 Pore Odyss. xix. 127 O Queen! 
whose far-resounding fame, Is bounded only by the starry 

1735 SOMERVILLE Chase 1. 272 Their Arms Far- 
gleaming, dart the same united Blaze. 1779-81 JoHNSON 
L.P., Swift Wks. U1. 404 Variegated by far-sought learn- 
ing. 1784 Cowper Zasé 1, 184 Mighty winds That sweep 
the skirt of some far-spreading wood. 1812 Byron Ch. 
Har. i. xli, Leucadia’s far-projecting rock of woe, 18z0 
Keats S¢. Agnes xxix, Far-heard clarionet. 1827 Hare 
Guesses (1850) 69 Expressing profound and farstretching 
thoughts in the simplest words. 1857 Ruskin Pod. Econ, 
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Art 139 Consider what a far-branching, far-embracing good 
you have wrought. 1864 Encet J/us. Anc, Nat. 232 Far- 
spread popularity. 

b. rarely in similar quasi-comb, with vé/. sbs., 
as far-flashing, -withdrawal. 

1822 SHecvey //el/as 331 The far-flashing of their starry 
lances Reverberates the dying light of day. 1866 HowELts 
Venet. Life xvii, Their. .strange effect of far-withdrawal. 

e. Special combinations: far-back a., ancient ; 
far-being vd/. sd., the state of being at a distance ; 
+far-born a., born long ago; far-darter, one 
who sends darts to or from a great distance; 
+ far-day, the latter part of the day (cf. 3c]; far- 
eastern a.,belonging to the extreme east; far-farer 
(rare), = far-goer; far-foamed a., fringed with 
foam for a great distance; far-goer, one who 
goes far, /¢¢, and fig.; far-gone a., advanced 
to a great extent ; far-northern a., lying in 
the extreme north; far-point (Of/tcs), the ex- 
treme range; far-seeing a. = I'AR-SIGHTED 1 ; 
far-seen a., seen at a distance; also Sc.=FAR- 
SIGHTED; far-shot a. =far-shooting; far-southern 
a., at the extreme south; + far-went a., that has 
wended or travelled far; far-western, belonging 
to the extreme west. 

1890 Cuitp Eng. & Sc. Ball. vu. ccix. 126/2 Some *far- 
back reciter of the Scottish ballad. 1580 Sipney Arcadia 
(1622) 124 ‘The desolation of the *far-being from comfort. 
1672 WycuerLtEy Love ix Wood i. i, Nine-and-thirty 
years old, mistress? I'd have you to know I am no *far- 
born child. 1598 CHarMAN /éiad 1. 91 This is cause why 
heaven's * Far-darter darts ‘These plagues amongst us. 1868 
Morris Earthly Par. (1870) 1. 1. 500 Dimly he remembered 
..the sight Of the Far-darter. 1655 H. Vaucuan Silex 
Scint.1.74 *Far-day sullies flowres. 1861 Dasent Burnt 
Nyal Il. 354 Thorwald Kodran’s son, the *far-farer. 1820 
Keats Hyperion 11.172 Murmurs, which his first endeavour- 
ing tongue Caught infant-like from the *far-foamed sands. 
1841 Gen, P. THomrson Z-verc. (1842) VI. 358 The party 
which the *far-goers at least of the deliberants, believe 
to be the least undeserving of the two. 1778 Conguerors 
39 As drunken men who brave the dang’rous fight O’er 
sparkling glasses in the *far-gone night. 1831 T. L. Pra- 
cock Crotchet Castle xvi, Which the far-gone innamorato 
found irresistible, 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xxiii. 309 
The temperature of these *far-northern regions. 1876 
Bernstein ‘ive Senses 72 The *far-point of the eye. 
1848 Lyrron Harold vi. ii,'Though wise and *farseeing, 
Harold was not suspicious. 1730-46 THomson Axtumin 
790 From lofty Caucasus *far seen by those, Who in the 
Caspian .. toil. 1827 Kesre Chr. Y. Monday bef. Easter, 
Two silent nights and days In calmness for His far-seen 
hour He stays. 1615 Cuarman Octyss. vit. 453 Useful Mer- 
cury And *far-shot Phoebus. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. 1. 
xxill. 228 Commodore Wilkes in his *far-southern discovery 
of an Antarctic continent. 1609 Be. W. Bartow Axsw. 
Nameless Cath. 191 The Gibeonites came to Iosua like *far- 
went Trauellers. 1589 Purrennam Arte Eng. Poesie 121 
{Northern English] is not so Courtly .. as our Southerne 
English is, no more is the *far Westerne mans speach. 1844 
Bp. S. Witperrorce //ist. Amer. Ch. (1846) 341 The pecu- 
liar services of a far-western clergyman. 


Far (fa1), a. Forms: 1-4 feor(r, 2-6 fer, 3-7 
farr, 5—7 farre, 3-far. Compar. 1 fyrra (fem. and 
neut, -¢), 3-4 fyrre, furre, 3-6 ferre(r(e, 3 fer- 
ror(e, south. verrore, 4-7 farrer. Swuperl. 1 fyr- 
rest, 3-5 ferrest, 3-6 farrest. [OE. feorr = OF ris. 
fer, fir, OS. fer, OHG. fer:—W Ger. type *fervo-. 
As the adj. does not occur in Gothic or ON., it is 
prob. derived from the ady.] 

1. Remote: a, in space; chiefly of countries or 
places; occas. of persons, etc. Zhe far east, north, 
west, south: the extreme eastern, etc. parts of a 
region, or of the world. Zhe Har lest: now 
esp. the western parts of the U.S. or of North 
America, + far absence: absence in a distant 
part. 


axo00 Wife's Complaint 47 (Gr.) Feorres folclondes. 
az225 Leg. Kath, 1565 Into be ferreste ende of Alixandre. 
@ 1300 Cursor M, 4820 (Cott.) Wee are o farr cuntre, Of a 
Jand hait chanaan, 1340 Ayend. 204 Huerof yealde filozofes 
hem uledden in-to uerre stedes in-to dezert. 1382 Wyciir 
Joel iii. 8 They shule selle hem to Sabeis, a fer folc. c14g0 
Mirour Saluacioun 1643 ‘Thick ffolewastoure son. .departid 
to ferre lande. c¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxviii. 
585 Folke cam..from ferre ways for to seke hym. 1848 
Hat Chron. 101 b, The Englishemen consideryng. .the farre 
absence of their frendes. 1553 Epen Zyeat. Newe Ind. 
(Arb,) 8 To returne home from these farre countreys. @ 160% 
Montcomerie A/isc. Poems (1886) xxxii. 38 Far foullis 
hes ay fair fethers, sum will say. 1682 Drypen Jfac 
Fl. 131 To far Barbadoes on the western main. 1808 
J. Bartow Columb. 1. 45 A far dim watch-lamp’s thrice 
reflected beam, 1822 Suettty /fedlas 813 What hearest 
thou? Mahmud. A far whisper. 1839 Bary Festus (1854) 
56 It is fear which beds the far to-come with fire. 1890 
Howetts in Harper's Mag. Nov. 965 The great plains 
.-in the far West. 

absol, ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Prol. 494 To visite The ferrest in 
his parish. 

_b. fig. of remoteness or difference in time, rela- 
tionship, or nature. 


1531 Evyor Gov. u. vi. (1557) 100 A vice moste ugly, and 
farrest from humanitee, (1583 HoLtysanp Campo di Fior 
309 How farre this fielde is to that which bordereth upon 
It. 1630 CrasuAw Poems 129 Pulling far history Nearer. 
1839 Tennyson /°laine 799 Sir Torre. . Past up’the still rich 
city to his kin His own far blood. 1860 Hawrnorne JZarb, 
Jaun (1879) 11. xx. 200 So many far landmarks of time. § 
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ce. The far end, tthe far: the very end, or 
extremity; the last stage (of life, strength, or 
resources). Now only dzad, 

c1400 Destr. Troy 78 In this shall faithfully be founden 
to the fer ende, All pe dedis. /d7d, 8272 The next tym pou 
noyes me, pou neghis to pe fer. 1637 Ruruerrorp Le/t. 
elxxxiii. (1862) I. 447 What standeth beyond the far-end of 
my sufferings... He knoweth. 1790 W. Compe Devil upon 
Two Sticks in Eng. (1817) 11. 58 Whose..love of pleasure 
will soon get to the far-end of a moderate fortune. 1855 
Rosinson WArttby Gloss., He seems almost at the far end. 
1888 Sheffield Gloss. s.v. Far end,‘ Ah’m ommast at t’ far 
end.’ 

2. Extending to a distance, long. ar traveller: 
one who comes from or goes to a distance. 
+(A4 person) of a far fetch; far-reaching, far- 
sighted. + ar way: a long way, by far. 

1340 Cursor M, 11385 (Laud.) For els might not tho 
thre haue rawght to ride so farre wai, And come to cryst 
thilk day. 1393 Lanci. 7. PZ. C xvu. 51 Of wyt and wyse- 
dome pat fer way is bettere Than richesse. 1508 FisHER 
Psalins N vyjb, Her grete & ferre Journey. 1550 CovERDALE 
Spir. Perle xxix, A merchant-man maketh far voyages and 
great journeys. 1574 HeLttowes Gueuara’s am. Ep. 
(1577) 314 Some men so euill and of so farre a fetch, that 
[etc.]. 1605 VerSTEGAN Dec. /nted/. ii. (1628) 30 A verie farre 
way from Africa. 1624 Gataker Tyansubst. 204 Far 
travellers may lye by authority, 1820 Scorr A/onast, xxix, 
You could not miss the road .. it was neither far way nor 
foul gate. 1830 Gen. P. THompson Zverc. (1842) I. 287 It 
would not be a far stretch of intellect to infer. 

+b. Of authority: Extensive. 
e1400 Afol. Loll. 29 God 3aue him no farrer power. 
+e. Of a difference in kind or value: Great. Ods. 

1sog Fisner Fun, Serm. C’tess Richniond Wks. (1876) 304 
This shall be a farre dyfference. 1631 WrEvER Axc. Fun. 
Mon. 578 Valued, at a farre vnder rate, to bee worth.. 
ten pound. 


+d. Of a person; Advanced (in age or know- 
ledge). Ods. 


c1340 Cursor Mf. 15124 (Trin.) Pis ihesus..was so wis & 
so fer in lore. 1591 SrensEeR JZ, Hubberd 218 As one farre 
in elde. 

3. The remoter of two; in early use also in the 
comparative. + Zhe far side (of a horse, etc.): 
the off or right-hand side. Zhe fur ahin (Sc.): 
the hind right-hand (horse) in a team of four. 

Prob. far here represents the original compar. form /yr7e. 

e1400 Rowland § O, 1227 With him Rowlande and 
Olyvere Appon the ferrere syde. c1400 Destr. Troy 9054 
Priam the prise kyng .. was feghtyng in the feld on the fer 
syde. 1486 Bk. St. Albans Djb, Iff yowre hawke nym 
the fowle at the fer side of the Ryuer..Then she sleeth the 
fowle at the fer Jutty. 1540 Act 32 Hen. V/1/,c. 17 The 
farre ende of high holborn. 1617 MarxuHam Cavad. 11. 4 
The white fore-foote, on the right side, commonly cald the 
farre side. 1641 Besr arm. Bhs. (Surtees) 12 To give 
them [lambes]..the botte on the farre buttocke. 1724 
Lond. Gaz. No. 6294/3 he Coronett of the far Hoof before. 
1768 STERNE Sevt, Yourn. 95 She sat in a low chair on the 
far side of the shop. 1786 Burns /uventory 20 My fur 
ahin’s a wordy beast. 1883 Stevenson 7veasure Is@. 111. 
xiv. 110 On the far side of the open stood one of the 
hills. 

+ Far, v. Obs. exc. dial. Also 1 feorran, 
3-5 fere, ferre, 4 south. dial. verri, pa. pple. 
yverred. [OE. feorran, fyrran =OHG. firren, ON. 

Jirra:—OTeut. type *firrjan, f. *ferr-, Far a.]} 

trans. Yo put far off, remove. In mod. dial. 
only in ‘the expression of a wish (see quots.), 
Const. from ; rarely with double 007. 

Beowulf 156 Grendel. .ne wolde wid manna hwone feorh- 
bealo feorran. a@1300 £, £. Psalter |xxxvii. 19 Neghburgh 
and frend fered pou fra me. 1340 Ayend. 240 Pe stat of 
religion ssel by zuo yuerred uram pe wordle pet [etc.]. 
c1380 Sir ern. 3625 Richard was no3t so ferred ys fon, 
pat hy hym po ne seje. ¢1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode u. 
Ixviii., (1869) 101 Thouh thou were forveyed other ferred 
from thi wey. 1855 Mrs. Gasket. North & S. xvii, Pooh, 
wench ! latter days be farred! 1863 — Syluia’s L. (ed. 2) 
I. 189, I wish the man were farred who [etc.]. 

b. vefl. and tr. for refl. 

a3225 Ancr. R. 76 He fursed (note ?firres [ printed 
firnes]) him awei urommard ure stefne. ¢1315 SHOREHAM 
164 God wyste wel that man schold..uerry [ fzzted nerry] 
Fram alle healthe. 1340 Ayend. 178 Pe uo3zel him uerrep 
--uram pennes huer me brekp his nest. 

Far, obs. f. of Fair and Sc. f. Fare sd. and v. 

Far, obs. var. of Farrow, young pig. 

Fa:r-abou't, adv. and sd. 

A. adv. ‘+a. To a great distance around, 
everywhere (ods.). +b. Atayreat distance (ods.). 
+e. Far astray, out of the way (ods.), d. By far, 
very much (dzad.). 

1300 Cursor AL, 21821 (Cott.) Thoru him i regned ferr 
a-bute. ¢14850 Pol. Poems (Rolls) 11.241 Wherfore concord 
ys put feer abowte. 1483 Cath. Angd. 128 Ferre a-Loute, 
multum distans a via regia. 1848 A. B. Evans Leicester- 
shire Words 35 Oh | that’s the nearest way, fur-about. 

B. sb. A digression, wandering. Oés. 


1639 utter oly War v. xxix. (1647) 280 But what need 
these farre-abouts ? 

Farad (ferad). Llectr. [short f. Haraday, name 
of a great English electrician (died 1867): a term 
adopted at the Electrical Congress in Paris, 188 tI 

x88x Maxweri Electr. §& Magn. Il. 246 The practica 
unit of capacity is called the Farad. 1892 Gloss. Electrical 
Terms in Lightning 3 Mar. Supp. 7 The Farad is the 
capacity of a conductor in which the electrical pressure is 
raised one volt by the addition of one coulomb. 





FAR-AWAY. 


Faradaic (feradéik), a. [f. /araday (see 
prec.) + -1c.] Used as a distinctive epithet of 
inductive electricity and of the phenomena per- 
taining to it. ‘ 

1875 H. C. Woop Therap. (1879) 37 When the faradaic 
current elicits a response it should always be employed. 
1881 D. E. Hucnes in Nature XXIII. 522 There is a 
Faradaic induction of 50° at both poles. 1885 Lancet 
26 Sept. 568 Sensation and faradaic contractility were 
normal. ’ aor 

Faradaism (fee'rade,iz’m). 
-ISM.] =F ARADISM. } 

1886 Pall Mall G. x Apr. 16/1 Induced Electricity, or 
Faradaism.. < > 

Faradic (faredik), a. [ad. Fr. faradique 
(Duchenne 1851), f. Aavaday.] =F ARADAIC. 

1878 A, Hamitton Nerv. Dis. 275 Duchenne reports two 
cures by the faradic current. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Faradine, var. f. of FARANDINE. 

Faradism (feridiz’m). [a. I. faradisme, f. 
Faraday; see -18M.] Inductive electricity; the 
application of this for therapeutic purposes. 

1876 Gross Dis. Bladder 97 Electricity, in the form of 
galvanism or faradism, should not be neglected as a local 
stimulant. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. : 

Faradization (fe:radoizéi:fon). [f. next + 
-ATION.] The action of faradizing ; the application 
of induced currents of electricity to the body. 

1867 Chambers’ Encycl. s.v. Vabes dorsalis, For this 
disease Duchenne recommends Faradisation. 1875 H.C. 
Woop Therap. (1879) 292 Faradization of the diaphragm. 

Faradize (feradoiz), v. fad. F. faradiser 
(Duchenne), f. Faraday: sce -17n.] trans. To 
stimulate by means of faradaic currents. 

1864 S. W. MitcueELt, etc. Gunshot Wounds 138 It is the 
muscle itself, and mot the nerve, which we desire to 
faradize. 5 * 

Hence Far‘adizer, an instrument for faradizing. 

Farage, var. of FARRAGE, Ods. 

Faraginous: see Farr-. 

Farand, etc.: see FARRAND. 

+ Fa'randine. Ods. Also 7 fara-, faren-, 
farin-, farran-, ferrandine, farrender, far- 
(r)endon, farwendine, 8 farandain. [a. F. fer- 
randine, said to be f. Ferrand name of the 
inventor ¢1630 (Littré Swpp/.).] a. A kind of 
cloth used in the seventeenth century, made partly 
of silk and partly of wool or hair. b. A dress made 
of this material. Also atérz. 

1663 Prrys Diary 28 Jan., Her new ferrandin waiste- 
coate. 1666 Lapy Harton in Hatton Corresp. (1878) 1. 50 
Farrender for a gowne. 1668 SepLey JAlulberry Gardens 
v.i, 1 must..wear black farandine the whole year about. 
1672 WycHEeRLEY Love in Woody, | knowa great Lady 
that cannot follow her husband abroad. .because her Far- 
randine is so ragged. 1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2078/4 Six 
Bredths of Peach-Colour Faradine. 1673 FounTAINHALL in 
Suppl. Dec. (1826) 111. 2 Farandains..are part silk, part hair, 

+ Farandi‘nical, c. Ods. rare. [f. Faran- 
DINE +-ICAL.] Of the nature of farandine ; hence, 
second-rate, worthless. Cf, the use of dombast, 

SJustian, linsey-woolsey. 

1675 ‘I. Durrerr Mock Tempest 1. i. 4 You louzy 
farandinical Sots, Reputation ! 

+Farandman. ‘Sc. Law. Ods. Also 7 
fairand-man. [f. favand, obs. pr. pple. of FARE 
to travel + Man.] A stranger, a traveller. 

The Law of Farandman provided that a pediar, not, re- 
siding within the shrievalty, should have the right of bring- 
ing to trial, ‘within the third flowing and ebbing of the sea’, 
any person who had committed theft or felony against him. 

[cxz0g Lay. 4262 Alken farinde mon 3ef slaht ober hefde 
peofde idon.] 14.. Mragmenta in Sc. Stat. 1. App. v. 726 
Partis striffande be pe law of farandman or pipuderous. 
1597 SKENE De Verd. Sign., Marandmian.. ane stranger or 
Pilgrimer. 1609 — Reg. Mag., Burrow Lawes clx, The 
law of Fairandman, or Dustifut. 

|| Farandole (faraidol). [Fr. farandole, ad. 
mod.Pr. farandoula in same sense. Cf. Sp. faran- 
dula troop of travelling comedians.] A Provengal 
dance in £ time (see quots.). 

1863 Denztse Il. 23 The féte began with a farandole, that 
singular southern dance of the whole unmarried population. 
1881 Leeds Mercury 3 May, A farandole is a kind of jig in 
which all the dancers join hands, winding in an intermina- 
ble string, and going from room to room, upstairs and down, 
to the tune of fast polka music. 

Farant, var. FERRAUNT ods., iron-gray. 

Farash, obs. form of FERASH. 

Far-away (farjawe’-, fa-ajawe'), a., adv. and sd. 
[f. Far adv. + Away.] A. adj. 

1. Situated at a great distance; remote: a. in 
space ; b. in time; ¢. in relationship. 

1816 Scorr Axtig. xxix, ‘ Relics..fetched frae far-awa’ 
kirks,’ 1818 — Rob Roy xiv, ‘ Pate’s a far-awa’ cousin o” 
mine.’ 1851 H. Metvittr Whale xxvi. 126 This far-away 
domestic memory of his young wife and child. 1876 Gro. 
Exior Dan. Der. Il. xli. 324 Far-away ancestors. 1883 
Stevenson Treasure Isl, ut. xiii. (1886) 107 They .. gave 
a cheer that started the echo in a far-away hill. ea 
E. Peacock N, Brendon I. 56, I am really most gravely 
interested in these far-away matters. : 

2. Of a look, eye: Directed to a distance, absent, 
dreamy. ~ 

1881 Dr. Gheist 204 That far-away look so characteristic 
of the human face when under the dominion of an all- 


[f. as prec. + 


FAR-BETWEEN. 


absorbing idea, 1886 Hatt Caine Son of Hagar 1. ii, The 
girl kneeled with far-away eyes. 

Hence Far-awayness, the state or fact of being 
far away, remoteness. 

1888 Univ. Rev. 11. 569 The far-awayness of Europe. 1888 
Athenzum 13 Oct. 480/3 The presence is to be remarked of 
(as it were) ‘far-awayness’ of touch [in a picture]. 

B. adv. See Far adv, 
C. sé, What is far away; distant parts; the 
“dim distance’. 

1823 Hoop O./e A ntusnn v, In the hush’d mind’s myste- 
rious far away. 18.. Loner. 70 the Stork i, O Stork! that 
dost wing thy flight from the far-away ! 

Fa‘r-betwee‘n, 2. Occurring at long intervals; 
infrequent. (Chiefly in predicative use, after Camp- 
bell’s echo of Blair’s phrase.) 

1743 R. Biair Grave 589 Its Visits Like those of Angels’ 
short, and far between. 1797 CamrpeLt Pleas. Hope II. 
372 Like angel-visits, few and far between. 1836-9 Dickens 
Sk, Boz, Elect. Beadle 1. 37 Occasions for their coming 
into direct collision are neither few nor far between. 1861 
F. W. Rosinson Wo Church I, 48 Travellers being so few 
and far between. 1873 Symonps Gr. Poets x. 312 ‘These 
pines are few and far between; growing alone or in pairs 
they stand like monuments upon the hills. 

+ Far-cast, v. Obs. [f. Far adv. + Cast v.] 
trans. To cast to a distance off; in deriva- 
tives fig. 

a1340 Hamrote Psalter i. 5 Dost pe whilk wynd fercastis 
fra pe face of pe erth. /é%d, xxx. 28, I am ferkasten fra be 
clere syght of pi fairhede. 

+ Hence Far-cast sé., the action or quality of 
casting (one’s thoughts) to a distance ; forethought, 
shrewdness, cunning. Cf. Casr sé. VI and VII. 
Far-ca'ster, one who exercises forethought. Far- 
casting vb/. sb., forethought, cunning. Far- 
casting /p/. a., scheming, shrewd. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 1447 Lo, how fortune is felle & of fer 
caste," (bid. x, 4351 The fynde, with his falshed & his fer 
cast..onswaret the pepull. /é7d. vi. 3950 Wise of his 
dedis, In fele thinges forwise, & a fer-caster. ¢ 1400 
Maundev. (1839) xx. 219 Of malice and of fercastynge bei 
passen all men vnder heuene. 1387 Trevisa //zgdex (Rolls) 
VI. 23 Machometus was a wonderful man and fer castynge. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. clxii. 146 He was a fell man and 
a subtil enuious and ferre castynge. 1567-83 Lee. BA. 
Sanctandrots 43 in Sempill Ball, 201 Then finding out ane 
new far cast [ frizted fas cast]. 

+ Farce, s?.' Ods. Forms: 4-5 fars, 7-8 farce, 
[a. OF. farce, f. farcir, farsir :—L. farcire to stuff.] 
Force-meat, stuffing. 

2¢1390 Form of Cury (1780) 75 Make a Coffyn an ynche 
depe & do pe fars perin. ¢1430 Two Cookery-bks. 45 Take 
of the fars, and lay on be cake. 1727 Braptey Fam, Dict. 
s.v. Calves Ears, They must be..unsew’d when ready, but 
so as the Farce may not fall out. 1796 Mrs. Grasse 
Cookery vi. 116 Make a farce with the livers minced small. 
1823 Crass Technol, Dict,, Farces,meat chopped small, and 
well spiced. 

Farce (fais), 50.2, Also 6-7 farse, 6 Sc. farsche. 
[a. (in 16th c.) F. farce, app. a metaphorical use of 
arce stuffing: see prec. 

The history of the sense appears to be as follows: In the 
x3th c. the word (in latinized form farsa, farsia) was applied 
in France and England to the various phrases interpolated 
in litanies between the words Ay77e and ele/son(e. g. ‘ Kyrie, 
genitor ingentite, vera essentia, eleison’);.to similar expan- 
sions of other liturgical formula: ; and to expository or 
hortatory passages in French (sometimes in rime) which 
were inserted between the Latin sentences in chanting the 
epistle. (The related vb, L. farcire, OF. farcir to stuff, 
hence to ‘pad out’, interlard, was-used in the same con- 
nexion in the expressions ef7stola farcita, un benedicamus 
farci. See Du Cange s.vv. Farsa, Farsia, and Burney 
Hist. Music 11. 256.) Subsequently the OF. farce, with 
similar notion, occurs as the name for the extemporaneous 
amplification or ‘gag’, or the interludes of impromptu 
buffoonery, which the actors in the religious dramas were 
accustomed to interpolate into their text. Hence the tran- 
sition to the modern sense is easy. (The Eccl. Lat. farsa, 
Jarcire, referred to above, have been anglicized by mod, 
writers on liturgical antiquities as FarseE sé. and v.)} 

1, A dramatic work (usually short) which has for 


its sole object to excite laughter. é 
[14.. La Viede St. Fiacre in Mysterés inédits 15™° Siécle 
(1837) I. 332 Cy est interposé une farsse.] 1530 Patscr. 17 
uche as writte farcis and contrefait the vulgare speche. 
1530 Lynpesay Jest. Papyngo 4x In ballatts, farses, and in 
lesand playis. 1668 Perys Dzary 31 July, To the King’s 
‘ouse, to see the first day of Lacy’s ‘ Monsieur Ragou’.. 
a farce. 1726 Amuerst 7erra Fil. xliv. 235 Excellent 
farces so frequently .. perform’d in her [Oxford’s] convoca- 
tion-house. 1824 W. Irvinc 7. Trav, I. 274 A tragedy, 
pantomime, and farce, were all acted in the course of half 
an hour. 
b. That species of the drama which is constituted 


by such works. 

1676 Drypen E/7/. Etheredge’s Man of Mode 3 Those 
Nauseous Harlequins in Farce may pass. 1717 Lapy M. W. 
Montacure Let, x Jan., The scenes were pretty, but the 
comedy itself such intolerable low farce. 1756 Hurp 
Provinces of Drama Introd. Wks. (1811) II. 30 By Farce 
I understand, that species of the drama ‘ whose sole aim 
and tendency is to excite Laughter’, 1877 A. W. Warp 
in Encycl. Brit. VII. 438/1 English comedy seemed _in- 
clined to leave to farce the domain of healthy ridicule. 

2. Something as ridiculous as a theatrical farce ; 
a proceeding that is ludicrously futile or insincere ; 


a hollow pretence, a mockery, 

1696 tr. Di Mont’s Voy. Levant 296 The Farce is too 
gross and visible. 1704 Prior Ladle 139 A Ladle..is what 
I want.,you have pray'd ill} what should be Great you 
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turn to Farce. 1705 W. Wotton Defense 57 ’Tis all with 
him a Farce and all a Ladle, as a very facetious Poet says. 
1762 STERNE 77, Shandy v. xv, Unless every one’s Life 
and Opinions are to be looked upon as a farce. 179r BuRKE 
Corr. (1844) III, 255 It is quite a farce to talk of his liberty. 
1824 W. Irvine 7. Trav. I. 246 The buzz of notoriety and 
the farce of fashion. 1888 Bryce Ager. Comm. 111. 
Ixxxix. 204 These delegates .. duly went through the farce 
of selecting and voting for persons already determined on 
by the King. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as farce-scribbler, -tragedy ; 
Jarce-like adj. 

@1683 O_pHAm Horace his Art Poet. 362 in Some New 
Pieces(1684) 19 Satyrs.. Whose Farce-like Gesture, Motion, 
Speech, and Meen Resemble those of modern Harlequin. 
1695 Drypen tr. Du Fresnoy's Art Painting Pref. p.xxvi, 
Farce-Scribblers make use of the same noble invention 
[laughter], to entertain Citizens, 1850 KincsLtey A/Z. 
Locke xxxvii, Those miserable, awful farce tragedies of 
April and June. 

Farce (1ais), v.! Os. or arch. Also 4-9 farse, 
(5 faarce, 5-6 fars). [ad. OF. farser (Fr. farczr) 
=Pr. farsir:—L. farcire to stuff.) To stuff, to fill 
full of something. Const? zh. 

+1. trans. In cookery: To stuff (an animal, a 
piece of meat) with force-meat, herbs, etc. Ods. 

13.. Medical Receipts in Rel. Ant. 1. 51 Farse the catte 
within als thu farses a gos. c¢1430 Two Cookery-bks. 4% 
Broche pin Pygge; pen farce hym. 1530 Pauscr. 545/2 
‘This conye is well farced. 1586 Bricut Melanch. xxxix. 
252 Pigge..farced with sage. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 
Il. xvili, 173 If any farse a henne, the needle must be 
threeded the day before. 1727 Brapitey Mam. Dict. s.v. 
Breast of Veal, Farce it between the Skin and small Ribs. 
1736 Baitey Househ, Dict. 235 ‘To farce Cucumbers. 

absol. 1801 Doucias Pal. Hon, i. li. 1231 Martiall was 
cuik till roist, seith, farce and fry. 

+b. To farce together: 
meat. Odés. 

1653 B. Discolliminium 46 Polcatts Lites, and Hedge- 
hoggs Livers .. farced together with the galls of Wizards. 

+2. In embalming (see quots.). Ods. 

1863 Homilies u. Idolatry 1. (1859) 264 ‘They bury dead 
bodies farced with spices. 1665 Sir IT. Herserr 7rav. 
325 Some used to embalm .. the belly. . farced with cassia. 

3. To cram (the stomach, etc., oneself) with 
food. Also, To fill out (what is lean or shrunken). 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1x. 398 With gud morsellis [thai] 
farsis thair panch,. 14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 154 
She was..farsed wip goostly fodes, 1513 DouGLas 4 ne7s 
vin, Prol. 52 A gus.. To fars his wame full. 1599 B. Jon- 
son Ly, Man out of Hum. v. v, If thou would’st farce thy 
leane ribbes with it too, they would not rub out so many 
doublets. a1632 T. Taytor God's Fudgent. 1. 1. 1x. (1642) 
20 Never ceasing to farse his greedy throat with continuall 
sustenance. 1669 Address Young Gentry England 39 
They farse themselves with the most exquisite delicacies. 

+4. gen. To cram full of; to pack; also, to 
overlay thickly. Ods. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pyol. 233 His typet was ay farsud ful of 
knyfes. 1569 Stocker Diod, Sic, 11. xiii. 124 b, A couer .. 
made of cowe hides farsed with wolle. 1577 HELLowEs tr. 
Gueuara’s Chron. 60 The ayre seemed to be farsed or com- 
pound with dust. 31583 STanyHurst ve/s 1. (Arb.) 3r 
When they [bees]..cels ar farcing with dulce and_delicat 
hoonnye. 1607 Torsriy Mour-f, Beasts (1673) 137 His cap- 
case farsed with things of great value. 1611 Sperp //7s¢. 
Gt. Brit. 1x. viii. (1632) 563 A Helmet of excellent proofe 
full farsed with Mayle. 1634 T. Jounson Parcy’s Chirurg. 
Xt. iii. (1678) 278 The wound must .. be inlarged... that so 
there may be free passage .. for such things as are farced.. 
therein. . Je 

5. fig.; esp. To season, ‘spice’ (a composition, 
speech). Also with ws. (Cf. FAarsE v.) 

@1340 Hamporr Psalter xvi. 11 Pai held baire pride farsid 
in felonyse. ¢1385 Cuaucer L.G. W. 1369 Hipsiph. & 
Medea, Wordes farsed with plesaunce. c1400 Afol. Loll. 
49 Stoffid and farsid wip gold. 1406 Hocctrve La Male 
Regle 13 Farsid was I with hertes gladnesse. ¢1555 
Harpsrietp Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 116 The book .. is 
farced with many untruths. 1577-87 HotinsuEepD Chron. I. 
84/xt With what stuffe our old historiographers haue 
farced vp their huge volumes. 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's 
Rev, Induct., Stale apothegmes .. to farce their Scenes 
withall, 1631 Massincer Believe as You List i. ii, Farce 
thy lean ribs with hope. 1678 Owen AZind of God viii. 233 
Such notable sayings are many of our late Criticks farced 
withal. 1830 D’Israrti Chas, J, II. xi. 243 Their invec- 
tives were well farced for the gross taste of the multitude. 
1834 Soutuey Let. in H. Taylor Aztodzog. (1885) I. xvi. 280 
Farcing it [a book]. . with quotations, 

+6. To stuff or force (something) zz/o something 
else; also To farce in; in quots. jig. Also to force 
(something) ¢hvough (a strainer). Ods. 

c1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 30 Take mustarde.. Stomper 
hit in a morter fyne, And fars hit purghe a clothe of lyne. 
1579 Furxe Heskins’ Parl, 257 He farceth in another 
slaunder of vs. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage W. iv. 361 Other 
prodigious miracles he farseth into his storie. 

Hence Fareed /f/. a. in senses of the vb. 

cx1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 36 Pygges farsyd. ¢ 1430 
Two Cookery-bks. 4x Capoun or gos farced. 1549 CHALONER 
Erasmus on Folly Vija, Well farsed tables. 1599 SHAKs. 
Hen. V, 1. i. 280 The farsed Title running ‘fore the King. 
1725 Braptey Mam. Dict. s.v. Carp, Farced Carps. 

+ Farce, v.2 Obs. [Cf. prec. 4 and Farp.] 
trans, To paint (the face). 

c1400 Rom. Rose 2285 Farce not thi visage. 1430 
Lypce: Bochas 1, xiv, To ‘shere my berde, and farce my 
vysage With oyntments..To make it souple. 

Farce, obs. f. Forcr v.2 and 3. 

Farcedom (fa‘isdom). zonce-wa. [f. Farce sb.2 
+-boM.] Farcical spirit or style. 


to make into force- 


thing. 





FARCIMINOUS. 


1842 Mrs, Browninc Grk. Chr. Poets 148 The broad 
farcedom of the earlier, however episcopal writers. 

+ Farcement. Ols. rare—. [f. Farce vl + 
-mentT. Cf. OF. farcement.| Forcemeat, stuffing. 

1627-77 Fectuam Qesolves 1, xcili. 145 They often spoil 
a good dish with. .unsauoury farcements. 

Farcer (fa‘tsor). [f. as prec.+-erl. Cf F, 
Jarceur.| One who writes or acts a farce. 

1791-1823 D’Israevi Cur. Lit. (1859) Il. 132 These were 
rather the low humour of the Mimes, than of the Atellan 
Farcers, 1813 J. ForsytH Remarks Excurs. Italy 300 note, 
[Some] consider Punch as a lineal representation of the 
Atellan farcers. 1813 W. Taytor in Monthly Rev, LXX. 
459 When a nation has once produced a great farcer, 

Farcere, var. of Farsure, Ods., stuffing. 

|| Farcetta (farseta). vave-', [as if ad. It. 
JSarsetia, dim. of farsa Farcr sb.2] A short farce. 

1835 Musical Library V1. Supp. 48 After this came an 
exceedingly laughable Farcetta, 

|| Farceur (farsor). [F. farceur, f. farcer to 
act farces, f. farce sb.] A joker, wag. 

1828 J. P. Cosserr Your /taly (1830) 8 This wag, or 
Jarceur, as his countrymen would call him.. ‘Aha’ ex- 
claimed the farceur. 1877 Lockuart A/ine 7s Thine xvii. 
(878) II. 2t That rattling talker and farceur, 1884 Standard 
30 Jan. 5/4 Mr. Barnum is a chartered farceur. 

+ Fa‘reic, 2. Obs.rare—'. [f. Farce sd.2 + -1¢.] 
= FARoIcaL a. 1. 

1763 Brit. Mag. IV. 437 All the farcic droll’ry to sus- 
pend, 

Farcical (fa‘usikal), @.1 [f. as prec. + -Au.] 

1. Of or belonging to farce; of the nature of 
farce. 

1716 Gay What dye Call it (ed, 3) Pref., They deny the 
characters to be farcical, because they are actually in nature. 
1744 Axensipe Let, to Dyson Poems (1845) 276 A Dutch 
tragedy.. farcical beyond anything in Aristophanes. 1818 
Foster in Lz/e & Corr. (1846) IL. 4 A farcical and operatic 
cast. 1877 DowpEN Shaks. Prim. vi. 65 The Comedy cf 
Errors is Shakespere’s one farcical play. : 

2. Resembling farce; extremely ludicrous ; that 
is matter only for laughter ; absurdly futile. 

1739 CispeR Aol. (1756) I. 63 Vice and farcical folly. 
1796 Campaigns 1793-4 I. 1. ix. 83 Fine farcical shew and 
parade, 1821 Epcewortn J/em. 1. 69 My farcical marriage 
and more farcical divorce. 1865 CartyLr /7edk, Gt. VI. 
xvi. iii. 162 Nor is Death a farcical transaction. 

Hence Fa‘reically adv., in a farcical manner. 


Fa‘rcicalness, farcical quality. 

21779 LANGHORNE (T.), Images that are farcically low. 
1836 ‘I’. Hook G. Gurney I. 54 That disposition to treat 
high and serious subjects farcically. 1864 WrssTer, /arci- 
calness. 

Farcical (fausikal), @.2 [f. Fancy + -1¢+ -a.] 
Pertaining to the farcy. 

1762 Sterne Tr, Shandy V.i, I wish..that every imitator 
had the farcy..and that there was a farcical house, large 
enoughtohold..them. 1847 Youatr //orse xv. 317 A mare 
had been the subject of farcical enlargements. 


Farcicality (farsikeliti). [f. Farctoar a.! 
+-Iry.] Farcical quality; an instance of this. 

1849 THAckERAY Le/?. 3 Sept., [I] laughed. .but it was at 
pure farcicality, not at wit. 1865 Dazly Tel. 29 May, The 
farcicalities of the actors were. .tragically interrupted, 1883 
Pall Mall G. 14 Dec. 3/1 An exercise the farcicality of 
which shocks even reverent sceptics. 1888 Sa7, Rev. 9 June 
707 A mixture. .of risky but pardonable farcicalities. 

Farcied (fausid), ff/. a. [f Fancy +-Ep2.] 
Affected with farcy. 

1830 A. W. Fonsranque England Under 7 Administr. 
(1837) II. 50 Sir Robert, the best, but farcied and touched in 
the wind, 1891 Daily News 30 Oct. 6/2 To render the 
slaughter of farcied. .horses compulsory. 1892 /d7d. 28 July 
7/2 Eight horses, all glandered and some farcied. .inastable. 

+Fareiful, a. Obs.rare. [f. Farce 5b.* on 
false analogy of fanczful.] Ludicrous, farcical. 

1731 Meptey Kolben’s Cafe G. ITofel. 326 He had been 
several times diverted with her farciful extravagancies, 

Farcify (fausifi), v. [f. Farcn 56.2 +-()ry.] 
trans. To turn into a farce. 

1834 Sir F, B. Heap Bubbles fr. Brunnen 86 They.. 
farcify below stairs the ‘comedy of errors’ which they catch 
an occasional glimpse of above. 1837 Blackw. Mag. XLI. 
173 Covent-Garden has had the vigour to farcify it for the 


merriment of mankind. 
+ Farcilite. J. Obs. [f. Farcn sé.! + 


-(1)LitE.] Pudding-stone ; conglomerate. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 133 The calcareous Farcilite .. 
is formed of rounded caleareous masses .. cemented by 
a calcareous cement. 1811 Pinkerton Petra/. I. 139 From 
their composition, they come under the denomination .. of 
farcilites, ves 

Hence Farcili‘tic a., consisting of farcilite. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess, 256 Farcilitic mountains are .. 
common in the north of Scotland. 

+Fa‘rciment. Os. [as if ad. L. *farciment- 
um, f. farcire to stuff.] Stuffing ; seasoning. — 

1657 ‘omLINson Renon’s Disp. 160 Pastyes, Puddings, 
many farciments and biscake. 1681 tr. ]!/7d//s’ Kem. Med. 
Whs. Vocab., Farciments, stuffings or fillings of any- 


+ Farciminous, a. Ols. rare. [f. L. farci- 
min-um farcy (f. farcire: see YARcEv.!) + -ous.] 
Of the nature of farcy. ; 

1607 Torsett Four. Beasts (1673) 60 The humors which 
annoy the body of oxenare many. .the fourth is farciminous, 
wherein this whole body breaketh forth into mattry bunches. 
1748 tr. Vegetins’ Distemp. Horses 9 There are seven 
species of this Maul, ‘The moist. .and the farciminous. 


FARCIN. 


+ Farein. Ods. exc. dial. (in form fashion). 
Forms: 5 farseyn, 6-7 farcion, -yon, fashion, 
6 farcine, -yn, 7-8 farcin. Also in J/. 6 fas- 
sones, 6-8 fashions. [a. Fr. farcin:—L. farci- 
minum: see prec.) =Farcy 1. 

a1425 Bh. Hunting xiii. (MS. Bodl. 546 fol. 52 b), Fleyng 
manyew..comeb moste comuneliche a boute pe houndes ers 
and yn hure legges pan yn any oper places as pe farsyn. 
1523 Fivzuers. //usb. § 93 The farcyon is an yll soraunce. 
1568 ‘Turner //ervball ut. 17 The farcye or fassones. a@ 1592 
Greene & Lopcr Looking Glass Dram. Wks. (1831) I. 67 If 
a horse have outward diseases as the spavin..or fashion we 
let him blood. 1610 Marxnam AZasterp. U1. iii. 392 The 
farcy (of our ignorant Smiths called the Fashions). 1686 
Lond. Gaz. No, 2158/4 A black brown Colt .. very full 
of Knots, like the Fashions. 1727 Brapiey Fam. Dict. s.v., 
‘The Farcin in Horses is the same as the Small-pox is in Men. 

attrib. 1667 Lond. Gaz. No. 211/4 A fine light Bay Stone- 
horse. .having some Fashion spots upon him. 

b. A farcy-bud. 

1483 Paston Lett, No. 188 I. 255 Hese hors hath j. 
farseyn and grete rennyng sorys. 1617 Markuam Cavad. 
i. 22 Foule Farcions and other cankerous sores. 

+ Fa'rcinate, v. Ols. [f. L. farcinat- ppl. 
stem of farcinare to stuff.] trans. To cram, fill, 
stuff; a. (a place) with something; b. (the stomach) 
with food. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert 7yav. 25 Their too much farcinat- 
ing and late ore-charging their stomackes with fresh vic- 
tuall. zd. (1638) 318 Each Varella farcinated with ugly 
..Idolls. | 1775 in Asn. : 

Farcing ({ausin), 74/. sd. [f. Farce v.14 -1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb. Farce, in various senses ; 


an instance of this. 

c1s40 Surr. Northampton Priory in Prance Addit. 
Narr. Pop. Plot 36 Continual ingurgitations and farcyngs 
of our carayne Bodies, 1611 FLorio, “arsata, a farcing or 
stuffing of meat. 77g. 1602 Carew Cornwall 75 b, It minis- 
tered some stuffe to the farcing of that fable. 

2. concr. Stuffing, forcemeat. 

1832 More Confut. Tindale Wks, 614/2 Neuer was there 
puddyng stuffed so full of farsynge. 1568 7/7st. Jacob § 
Esau ww. v.in Hazl. Dodsley 11, 236 Good herbs. .To make 
both broth and farcing. 1677 Compleat Servant-Maid 107 
Take out the farsing and put it in a dish. 

3. attrib. 

1615 Markuam Zug, Flousew. (1660) 68 A bunch of the 
best farcing herbs. 1648 Herrick //esfer. I. 235 He who 
lookes Shall find much farcing Buckram in our Books. 

Farcinous (fausinos), a. [f. Farctn +-ous.] 
‘Relating to, or being affected by farcy’ (Syd. 
DOC LEX) 

Far-come (fa1kvm), a. [f. Far adv. + Come 
ppl. a.] That has come from a distance. 

.... Laws Iuexx.Feor cumen[JZS. cuman}; 7.7. -cund]man, 
1590 SPENSER /’. Q. 1. iii. 32 His ship farre come. 1675 
Hospes Odyssey xiv. 399 His far-come friend to entertain 
withal. 1819 L. Hunt /udicator No. 7 (1822) I. 53 Gilbert 
Becket took to his arms..his far-come princess. 

+Fa'rcost. Ovs. Also 3 ferr cost, fare-, 
south. varecoste, 4 fercest, 7 fercost. [ad,ON. 
[arkostr, {. far journey, ship + kostv means, con- 
dition (Da. and Sw. farkos?).] 

1. A kind of boat or ship. 

1284 in Gitpert /7ist, §- Mun, Doc. Ireland (Rolls) 190 De 
qualibet navi que vocatur Farecost 8d. a1300 Cursor M. 
24885 (Cott.) Paa pat in pat ferr cost fard. ?a1400 Morte 
Arth. 743 Wyghtly one be wale thay wye up baire ankers, 
In floynes and fercestez, and Flemesche schyppes. 1458 W722 
of Rawlyn (Somerset Ho.), Dimidium vnius le Farecost vocat 
le Kateryn. 1597 SKENE De Verb, Sign. s.v. Fercosta, Ane 
Fercost..is inferior in birth and quantity to ane schip. 1609 
— Reg. Maj., Stat, Alex. II, 19 Anie schip or fercost, or 
other veschell. 

2. Condition, welfare ; A/. circumstances. 

¢ 1205 Lay. 30735 Brien hine gon fraine of his fare-coste. 
Ibid. 32028 Vnder pissen uare-coste he sumnede ferde. 

Farctate (faakte't), a. Bot, [f. L. farct-us, 
pa. pple, of farcive to stuff+-arTE?.] ‘Stuffed, 
crammed or full; without vacuities’ WEBSTER 
1832 (citing Martyn, who app. has only the L. 
Jarctus). 

Farcy (farsi), sd. Also 5-6 farsy(e, 7 farsey, 
farcie, 8 fassee. [variant of Farcin.] 

1. A disease of animals, es. of horses, closely 
allied to glanders. 

1481-90 Howard [Touseh. Bks, (Roxb,) 400 Medesyn for 
a horse that had the farsy xij.d. 1352 HuLort, Farsye.. 
a sore vpon a beast orhorse. 1614 MArkuam Cheap usb, 
1, xlix. (1668) 61 For the Farcy.. with a knife slit all the 
knots .. and then rub in the Medicine. 1710 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 4674/8 Has had the Fassee, 1713 Dernam Phys. 
Theol, 11. vi. 5 An Horse troubled with Farcy..cured him- 
self of it in a short time by eating Hemlock. 1847 Youatr 
Horse viii, 185 Farcy is intimately connected with glanders, 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 115 Glanders 
and farcy are less frequently caught in knackeries than in 
stables, 

b. = farcy-bud. 

1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1989/4 The Horse has a Sore or 
Farcy on the Off-side. 1770 A/onthly Rev. 135 Horses .. 
sent to the salt marshes .. Leave there their glanders and 
their farcies. 

2. The same discase as communicated to men. 

1762 STERNE Tr, Shandy V. i, I wish from my soul, that 
every imitator..had the farcy. 1865 Morning Star 4 Jan., 
A cabman died of ‘acute farcy’. 

8. attrib, and Comb., as farcy humour, sore, 
ulcer; farcy bud, one of the small tumours which 
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occur during the progress of farcy; farcy button 
= prec., esp. applied where there is little thickening 
of connective tissue; farcy cords, farcy pipes, 
the hardened lymphatic vessels found in most 
cases of farcy; }farey horse =/farcied horse: sce 
FARCIED ff/. a. 

1533 Surtees Misc. (1890) 34 That no man put eny farcy 
horsses..of the commen. 1802 BLatne Outlines Veterinary 
Art(1816)411 Every diffused swelling. .even ossifications and 
ligamentary enlargements are termed farcy humours, 1842 
T. H,. Burcess Man. Diseases Skin 182 The matter ..of 
a farcy-bud will produce glanders, 1878 ‘T. Bryant Pract, 
Sure. 1.76 Tumours or a knotty condition of the subcu- 
taneous glands, called ‘farcy buds’. 

Farcy (faasi), v. sonce-wi. [Pad. Fr. farcir: 
see FARCE v.] Zrans. To stuff, 

1830 S. J. Barrincton Pers. Sk. Own Times (ed. 2) II. 
186 Poetry, with which the publishers were crammed and 
the public farcied. 


+ Fard, faird, s2.1 Sc. Ods. Also 6 farde, 7 
ferd. [Prob. identital with ME, Ferp:—OE. fyd, 
Jierd, etymologically a verbal abstract f. favan 
Fars v. to go, though recorded only in the sense 
expedition, army.] Motion, rush, impetus. Hence, 
Impetuosity, ardour; a violent onset. 

1813, Doucias ines vi. xi. 12 He persavis., comand 
throw gresy sward His derrast son Enee with hasty fard. 
1536 BELLENDEN Chron. Scot. x. viii. Ee ij a/t King 
Feredech .. ruschit with sic farde amang his ennymes, that 
he was excludit fra his awin folkis. 1563 Winzer Jour 
Scoir Thre Quest. § 33 Margin. note, At this place ..Tohne 
Knox maid a fel farde, 1639 R. Baittir Lez. 28 Sept. Left. 
§ Jruts. (1775) 1. 170 Well understanding that the ferd of 
our hot spirits could not long abide in edge, 168x CoLviL 
Whigs Supplic. 1. 85 None gained by those bloody fairds 
3ut two three Beggers who turn'’d Lairds. 1714 Ramsay 
Elegy F. Cowper 45 E’en tho’ there was a drunken laird To 
draw his sword and make a faird In their defence. 

+ Fard (faid), 5.2 Obs. exc. arch. [a. Fr. fard 
(OF. fart masc., farde fem.) ; of obscure etymology; 
Diez refers it to OHG., 97-furw7t coloured, painted 
(fem. eivarzda, glossed fucata), pa.pple. of farwjan 
to colour.] Paint (esf. white paint) for the face. 

1540 Parser, tr. Acolastus 1.i, A certain gay glosse or 
farde, such as women paynte them with, 1629 Z. Boyp 
Last Battell Il. 959 Fard and foolish vaine fashions 
of apparell are but Bawds of allurement to vncleannesse, 
1766 SMOLLETT 7'vav. 160 Rouge and fard are more pecu- 
liarly necessary in this Country. 1791 J. WHITAKER 
Review of Gibbon 4 The skeleton of history, not merely 
-. animated with life..but..rubbed with Spanish wool, 
painted with French fard. 1889 F. Barretr Under 
Strange Mask II. x. 8 The enamels and fards employed 
to conceal the mark of Time’s finger, 

Jig. 1887 Mirr, Mag., Locrinus xxvii, Though yee coloure 
all with coate of ryght No fayned fard deceaues or dimmes 
his sight. 1663 Sir G, Mackenziz Religious Stoic viii. 
(1685) 75 The fard of Eloquence, 1839 THACKERAY 20d 
Lect. Kine Arts, Why will he not stick to copying her 
majestical countenance instead of daubing it with some .. 
fard of his own? 


+Fard (fad), v. Obs. Also 7 Sc. faird, feard. 
[ad. F. fard-er, f. fard: see prec.] 

1. trans. To paint (the face) with fard, to hide 
defects and improve the complexion. 

az4s0 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 69 A lady.. that folke said 
she popped and farded her. ¢1620 Z. Boyp Zion's Flowers 
(1855) 69, I farded have my face with fard most rare. 1653 
A. Witson Jas. /. 56 That Beauty..so farded and sophisti- 
cated with some Court Drug. 

absol. 1584 Hupson Du Bartas’ Fudith in Sylvester's Du 
Bartas 738 He frisles and he fards, He oynts, he bathes. 

2. transf, and fig. To embellish or gloss over 
(anything). 

1549 Compl. Scot. Prol. 16, I thocht it nocht necessair 
til hef fardit ande lardit this tracteit vitht exquiste termis. 
1606 Birnie Avrk-Burial (1838) 11 Our funerals wherewith 
wi but feard death, 1637 GILLespig Ang. Pop. Cerem. 10. ii, 
31 The. .inveagling trinkets, wherewith the Romish Whoore 
doth faird .. her self. 1674 Perry Disc. Dupl. Proportion 
Avy, Euphonical Nonsence, farded with formality, 1816 
Scorr Old Mort, xxi, Nor will my conscience permit me to 
fard or daub over the causes of divine wrath. 

Hence + Fa'rded ff/. a. ++ Fa'rding vd/. sd., the 
action of the vb, Farp, the effect produced by this. 
+ Fa'rding //. a. 

1637 Rutuerrorp Left, ]xxxii. (1862) I. 208 This farded 
and overgilded world. @165r CaLpErwoop Hist. Kirk 
(1678) 458 They.. mask a feigned heart with the vail of 
fairded language. ax1763 SHENSTONE Economy 11. 140 The 
farded fop, and essenc’d beau. 1545 RayNnoLtp Byrth 
Mankynde Prol. (1634) 6 Vtterly abhorring and defying all 
farding, painting, and counterfeit cast colours. 168x CoLvIL 
Whigs Supplic. (1751) 153 Like fairding on a face that’s 
wrinkled. 1637 GiLtrsrie Lng. Pop. Cerem. Ep. Aiij, 
Her comely countenance is miscoloured with the farding 
lustre of the mother of Harlotes. 


Fard, obs. f. FEARED, afraid. 

+ Parrdage. Obs. [a. Fr. fardage (=Sp. far- 
daje, Pg. fardagem, It. fardaggio\, f. farde: see 
FARvDEL,] 

1. The impedimenta of an army, baggage. 

1578 T. N. tr. Cong, W. India 116 Cortes departed with 
his army in good order, and in the midst of them went the 


fardage and artillerie. 1600 HoLianp Livy x.u, Ixiv. 1153 
Perseus. .putting his fardage and carriage before. 


+2. =DUNNAGE. 


(Used in charter parties about 1860; now ods. among Eng- 
lish shippers.) 











FARDELLAGE. 


Fardel (fa:1dél), sd. arch. Forms: 4-6 fardele, 
4-7 far-, ferdel(l(e, (6 ferdle), 5 fardille, 6-7 
farthel(1(e, 6-9 fardle, (7 fardal), 3- fardel. 
[a. OF. fardel (later fardeaz), dim. of farde burden, 
cognate with Sp., Pg. fardo. 

It has been suggested that the source of the Rom. word 
is Arab. so Jardah: see Devic s.v.] 


1. Abundle, a little pack ; a parcel. Also collect. 


Occas. in f/. Baggage (of a company of men), 
a1300 Cursor M. 5004 (Cott.) Pai.. did pair fardels be 
vndon. /é7@. 24947 (Gétt.) Wid all pair fardel and pair fere 
pe com till land. 1375 Barsour Sruce 1, 432 Sum..on 
is bak ber a fardele. 1388 Wyctir Ruth ii. g Also if 
thou thirstist go to the fardels and drynke watris. a 1400-50 
Alexander 5136 Youre hundreth Olifaunts in fere pis fardille 
to bere. c1485 Dighy Myst. (1882) 1. 273 This ferdell of 
gere I ley vp my bakke. a@ 1533 Lp. Berners //707 lil. 176 
He promysed to serue me and to bere my fardel. 1557 
N. T. (Genev.) Ac/s xxi. 15 We trussed vp our fardeles and 
went vp to Ierusalem. 1611 Suaks. Wint. T. wW. iv. 783 
There lyes such Secrets in this Farthell and Box, which none 
must know but the King. 1681 Evetyn Davy (1827) 1V. 
259 ‘Tis not easy to imagine the infinite fardles of papers. 
1759 STERNE 77. Shandy 11. ix, A little diminutive pony. . 
under such a fardel. ¢1817 Hoce Vales & Sk. V. 228 You 
are to walk behind Lady Jane, and carry her fardel, 1853 
Lytton AZy Novel (1856) 262 The tinker.. resumed his 
fardel, and followed Leonard to the town. , 

2. fig. A collection, ‘lot’, parcel (of immaterial 
things). 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 24 Suche. .sentences as 
we haue gathered of holy fathers. . togyder, as in one fardell. 
1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 459 What is their Alcoran, 
but a fardle of foolish impossibilities? 1667 H. More Div. 
Dial, 11. xix, (1713) 219 ‘This fictitious Fardel of ‘Transub- 
stantiation. @1703 Burkitr Ox NV. 7. Rom, xi. 2 Let 
them prove that their fardles of traditions were delivered to 
the church from the mouth ofthe apostles. 1873 H. Rocers 
Orig, Bible i. 49 note, A fardel of myths. 

b. esp. A burden or load of sin, sorrow, ete. 

1380 Wycuir Sed. Wks. III. 208 pe fardel of his wickid- 
nesse. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 119/3 Goo fro me thou 
fardel of synne. 1576 FLEeminc Panofl. Efpist, 356 His 
fardle of troubles. 1644 Herrick //esfer. (1844) II. 124 None 
sees the fardel of his faults behind. 1818 Byron Ch, Har. 
iv. clxvi, These fardels of the heart. 1835 Lytton Rzenzi 
x. Vili, Who can..sit tamely down to groan under the fardel 
of the Present ? 

+3. That in which something is wrapped; a 
wrapping, wrapper. Ods. 

1388 Wycuir “ze. xxvii. 24 In fardels of iacinct and of 
clothis of many colours, 1 J. Pory tr, Leo's Africa u. 
249 About their heads they lap such fardels of linnen, as 
they seeme comparable to the heads of Giants, 1649 G. 
Danieu 7rinarch., Hen. V,cccxxix, Ina Petty-Coat Wrapt, 
a night fardle. 

4. attrib, and Comé. 

1587 ‘Turperv. 77xag. 7. v. 313 Jewels for to save, Trusst 
up in fardell wise. 1892 Pa/? Mall G. 23 Sept. 6/2 An 
emancipation of all down-trodden, fardel-bearing. . slaves. 

+ Fardel, 50.4 Ods. Also 7 Sc. ferdall, far- 
thel. Also FARTHINGDEAL and Sc, Faru.  [repr. 
OE. féorda del fourth part; see FourrH a. and 
Deat sd.) A fourth part of anything. /aridel of 
/and (see quots. 1641,1706). Also in f/. Quarters, 
pieces, fragments. 

¢1440 Gaw. & Gol, 1019 The scheld in fardellis can fle, in 
feild away fer. 1627 Dumbarton Burgh Rec. in J. Irving 
Hist. Dumbartonshire (1860) 483 It is..ordanit..that thair 
be onlie four kaiks in the pek, and thrie ferdalls in ilk kaik 
onlie. 1641 Noy Compl. Lawyer (1651) 57 ‘Two Fardells of 
Land make a Nooke of Land, and two Nookes make halfe 
a Yardof Land. ¢1666 W. SuTHERLAND in Wodrow His¢#. 
Suff. Ch. Scot. 1. App. 101, I .. bought a Farthel of Brea 
anda Mutckin of Ale. 1706 Puitiies (ed. Kersey), Farde/ o, 
Land, the fourth part of a Yard-land, 1883 SEEBoHM “xe. 
Village Community 57-'There were also holders of fardels 
or quarter-virgates, and half-fardels or one-eighth-virgates. 

+ Fa‘rdel, 54.3. In 6 ferdele, fardell, Also 
FoREDEAL. [a. Du. voordeel adyantage.] _ Profit. 

1523 Hen. VIII in Strype Eccl. Mem. 1. 45 Whereby .. 
shall ensue grete advantage and ferdele to the common 
affairs of the Kings grace. 1569 Sir ‘IT’, GresHam in Ellis 
Orig. Lett, u. 183 11. 318 Her Highnes maie paie it bie the 
waie of exchaung..to her gret fardell and profit. 

+ Fardel,v. Os. Also 6-7 fardle, 7 fardell, 
7-8 farthel(1. [f. prec. sd.; cf. OF. fardeler, and 
see FARL, FuRDLE, FuRL vés.] 

1. trans, To make into a bundle; fg. in quots. 


Also to fardel 2p. 

1594 Carew Huarte's Exam. Wits i. (1596) 10, I haue 
alwaies held it an errour, to heare many lessons of diuers 
matters, and to carry them all home fardled vp together. 
1660 FisHer Rstick’s Alarm Wks. 443 Prophesies, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Parables..found and fardelled together. 1701 
Bevertey Agoc. Quest. 33 So that all I can suppose, is, 
that it is Fardled up in the Four First Trumpets. 

2. Naut. =FuRL. 

1582 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. 72», 
The Captaine generall commanded. . to fardle vp their sprits 
sailes. 1598 Barret 7heor. Warres u. i, 2t This Ensigne 
-. if fardled vp, all they are to do in the like order. 1630 
Drayton Muses Elizium vu. 98 A pretty handsome Packe, 
Which she had fardled neatly at her backe, 1704 J. Harris 
Lex, Techn. Farthell, Farthelling ; is the same with what 
the Seamen now call “ur or Furling. 

+ Fardellage. Os. [ad. OF. fardelage, f. 
JSarideler to pack up, f. farded Farpet sd.1] A 
package. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1, xiii. 34 Baggage and far- 
dellages must be taken. 


FARDEN. 


Farden, obs. and dial. var. of FarTHine. 
Farder, obs. var. of FARTHER a., adv., and vd. 
Fardin(g, fardin(g-, see FARTHING, etc. 

+ Fardlet. Os. Also 5 fardelet. [ad. OF. 
Jardelet, dim. of fardel, FARDEL sd.1]_ A little 
bundle, 

1413 Lyne. Pilger. Sow/e u. xliii. (1859) 49 Justyce. .hadde 


me bitake my sorry fardelet. 1611 Corcr., Fardelet, a 
fardlet, a little fardle., 


+Fardredeal. Ods. varve—!. [? f. FARTHER + 
Dea sd. ; cf. FArpen sd.3] ? Advantage. 


152t Pacer in St, Papers Hen. VIII, 1. 36 The Frenche 
Kynge..is at a greate fardredeal. 
[ad. OF. 


tFardry. Os. In 5 fardrye. 
Jarderie, {. farde : see Farp and -Ry.] The action 
of painting the face, the effect produced by this. 

c 1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode i. x\iii. (1869) 161 This fauce 
visage is cleped Fardrye, with which whan j am eelded and 
bicome riueled..j make me shynynge in despite of nature. 

Fare (fé1), 5b.1 Forms: 1 fer, faru (‘flected 
fare), 3-4 far, 4-5, 8 fair, 4-6 fayr(e, 5-6 faire, 
(6 faier, 4, 8 phare), 2- fare. [Orig. two words, 
both f. root of Fare v.: OE. fer str. neut.=OHG. 
and ON. far:—OTeut. */aro(m, and OE. farz str. 
fem. = OF ris. fare, MHG. var, ON. fpr :—OTeut. 


*fard.] 
I, +1, A going, journeying; course, passage, 
way; voyage. Ods. 

e100a Ags. Gost. Luke ii. 44 Anes deezes fer. cx00s 
Byrhtferth's Handboc in Anglia VII1. 305 Hyt byd 
Zeradlic pat we ascrutnion his fare. 1154 O, E. Chron. 
an. 1120 And on bam fare wurdon adrincene bes cynges 
twegen sunan Willelm and Ricard. c1200 Vices § Virtues 
(1888) 137 Dare muchele bur3h de 3elaste drie daizes fare. 
¢12z05 Lay. 4092 Sudden he turnde his fare. c1250 Gen. & 
£x. 3179 Almost redi was here fare. a1300 Cursor M. 
4754 (Catt. pat flum pat rennes bar Til ioseph hus it has pe 
fare. ¢1325 2. EL, Adlit, P. C.98 Fyndezhe a fayr schyp to 
pe fare redy. 1375 Barsour Bruce iv. 627 God furthir vs 
in-till our fair! @ 1400-50 Alexander 2250 A Jentill man.. 
Folozes pare fare ai on fote. 1587 Tottell’s Misc. (Arb.) 133 
The ioyfull fare, the end of strife. 1896 SpeNsErR /*. Q. v. 
x. 16 Nought the morrow next mote stay his fare. 1613-6 
W. Browne Brit. Past. ui. iii. 72 Her Dolphins..plyde So 
busily their fares on every side. 1751 CHampers Cyci., 
Fare, a voyage or passage. 

+b. An expedition. 
to catch herrings. Ods, 
a1000 Czdmon's Exod. 554 (Gr.) Fullesta mzst, se Sas 
fare iedeb. 1154 O. E. Chron, an. 1128 Se firste fare was 
on Urbanes dai. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 141 After 
pis phare was pees in Scythia. 1530 Patscr. 825/1 A 
heryng fare, escher des harencz. 
+e. Equipment for a journey; rigging out (of 
a ship); apparel, belongings. Ods. 

c1320 S%x Tristr. 926 Fair was his schip fare. 1393 
Gower Conf. 1. 119 eR in all his proude fare, Unto the 
forest gan to fare. a 1400-50 Alexander 3694 Of fethirhame 
& alle fare, as feetely enjoyned. ¢1475 Rauf Cotlz3ear 419 
Sa saw he quhair the Coil3ear come with all his fair, 

2. +a. A road, track (ods.). b. spec. The track 
of a hare or rabbit (ods, exc. da/.). +e. A ferry 
(obs. rare—'; perh. merely suggested by Ger. fahr 
in the original). 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. xxxv. xxi, Ye had forsaken The 
lowe vale, and up the craggy fayre..the hye waye had 
taken. 1610 FrercHer Faithf. Sheph. iv. i, Not a Hare 
Can be started from his fare. 1612 Drayton Poly-old. xvi. 
269 Coming in her course to cross the common fare, 1762 
tr. Busching’s Syst. Geog. VV. 548 A fare over the Mosel 
and Tarforst. 1879 Shropshire Word-bk., Fare, a track, as 
of a rabbit.—Oswestry. ; 

+3. A number of persons prepared for a journey; 
a troop, multitude. Also, a swarm (of flies). Ods. 

c1z0s Lay. 3904 Swulc fare of fleozen her was. did. 
30666 Brien bonnede his fare. 1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 52 Pe 
emperour say, bat ys fare nas no3t pere. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 12763 (Cott.) pe lues tipand of him [John] hard, And of 
his far pat he wit fard. c1400 Destr. Troy 11069 Pai 
folowest fast on pe fare, with hor fell dynttes Dang hom to 
dethe, 

transf. 1634 W. Tirwnuvt tr. Balzac’s Lett. 324, I have 
observed among man onely a fare of flatteries, fooles and 
Cheaters. ‘ . 

4. +a, A passage or excursion for which a price 
is paid; hence b. Cost of conveyance (now only of 
persons; formerly also of goods) ; passage money. 

©1425 Wyntoun Cron. vi, xviii. 226 Pare suld nane pay 
mare Pan foure pennys for pare fare. 1514 FirzHErs, Faust. 
Peas (1538) 194 b, These articles to be kept upon payne to 
forfayt treble the fare. 1535 CoverpaLE Yonah i. 3 He 
payde his fare, and wente aborde. 1570-6 LAMBARDE 
Peramb. Kent (1826) 438 Making the whole fare (or passage) 
worth foure shillings. cx1620 Z, Boyp Zion's Flowers 
(7855) 8 Most willingly I’le pay thereof the fare. 1765 
Foote Commissary 1. Wks. 1799 11. 8 What's your fare? 
1767 Badbler II. No. 76. 57 That person ..who cannot .. 
take an eighteen-penny fare in occasional sedan. 1806-7 
J. Beresrorp Miseries Hum. Life (1826) tv. xxviii, Being 
asked by the coachman three or four times his fare. 1864 
Sxeat Uhlana’s Poems 49 Boatman, come, thy fare receive. 

5. The passenger, or (now rarely) company of 
passengers, that engages a vehicle plying for hire. 

{Presumably transf, from 4b}; certainly so apprehended 
in present use. } . 

1562 J. Heywoop Prov. §& Epigr. 0 | 205 Thy fares 


Herring- fare: a voyage 


ouer the water thou shouldst row. 1630 J, TayLor (Water 
P.) Fearful Summer Wks. \. 60/2 Those .. water-men 
..land their fares in Heaven or Hell. 1696 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3149/4 The Fare was taken up in Grivell-Street, and set 
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down in Channel-Row. 1712 Streeter Sect. No. 498 P 2 
A hackney-coachman..set down his fare, which. .consisted 
of two or three very fine ladies. 1798 CaNnniNc, etc. Loves 
of Triangles in Anti-Facobin (1852) 124 ‘Shoot we the 
bridge!’ the exulting fare reply. 1823 Byron ¥xan x. lxxi, 
Germany, wherein they muddle Along the road, as if they 
went to bury Their fare. 1841 S. C. Hatu /reland I. 69 
Elevating what ‘serves for a whip if they think'a fare is 
approaching. 1876 SaunpErs L7on 1x Path xvii, For his 
fare two persons. 

b. + The ‘load’ (of an animal). Ods. Also 
U.S. The cargo of a vessel ; a load or ‘ catch’ of 
fish. 

1600 Hrywoop 1 Edw. ZV, 39 Drive Dun and her faire 
softly downe the hill. 1884 E. E. Hate Fort. Rachel ii. 15 
Stopping to telegraph to his partner. .of the fare taken, 

II. + 6. Mode of proceeding, bearing, demeanour; 
appearance, aspect. Ods. 

1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 2743 po he adde ysywed me longe 
in pisse fare. a@1300 Cursor M. 24375 (Cott.) pair tender 
fare For child pat bai ha born. cx1325 Z. #. Addit. P. B. 
86x Your fare is to strange. c1420 Anturs of Arth. xii, 
He foundes into the freke witha fresche fare. 1508 DuNBAR 
Goldyn Targe 225 On syde scho lukit with a fremit fare. 
is2x St. Papers Hen, VIII, VI. 84 She wold bee gladder of 
peax, then she maketh fayre of. 1540 Hyrpe tr. Vives’ 
Instr. Chr. Wom. (1592) X vj, Let the wife. .shew example 
of sober fare, ' 

+b. A proceeding, action; ‘doings’; hence, 
fighting. Ods, 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind, 1096 Pe sawe pat 3e sente to segge 
of 30ure fare. 1393 Lancy. P. PZ. C. xx1. 130 Ich haue 
ferly of pis fare in faith. c1400 Destr. Troy 7442 Furse 
was pe fare bo fyn men betwene. c1440 Vork Myst. ix. go 
This fare wille I no lenger frayne. c14530 Myrc 332 Songe 
and cry and suche fare, For to stynte pow schalt not spare. 
a1548 Thrie Priests Peblis in Pinkerton Scot. Poems 1. 38 
Allace. this is ane haisty fair. 

+e, Display, pomp ; commotion, uproar, fuss. 

a@1300 Cursor M, 13212 (Cott.) Pai ledd his licam vte 
o tun, Til sebastin wit mikel far. c1330 R. Brunne 
Chron. Wace (Rolls) 16263 He made gret fare ffor bat 
Osewy was nought pare. 1375 Barsour Bruce xx. 126 
Swa did he [Croune his 3oung sone] With gret fair and 
solempnite. 1387 TRevisa //7gden (Rolls) I, 419 Wawes of 
pe see .. brekeb in bare Wip suche noyse and fare. ¢ 1400 
Gamelyn 199 Why makestow this fare? c1425 Seven Sag. 
(P.) 698 Baucillas, lat be thy fare. c1440 Prom. Parv. 
150/t Fare, or boost, jactancia, arrogancia. ¢14783 Rauf 
Coil3ear 149 The King. .maid ane strange fair. 

+7. Condition, state, welfare; state of things, 
prosperity, success. /WVhat fare? what is the state 
of things? (cf. What cheer ?). Obs. 

c1280 Gen, § Ex. 2771 For te loken hirdnesse fare. @ 1300 
Cursor M. 4238 (Cott.) Leue we now iacob in pis care To 
tell of ioseph and his fare. 1340-70 Alex. § Dind, 150 For 
miche wildnede pe wei3ht to witen of here fare. c¢ 1375 
Cato Major nu. xvii. in Anglia VII, Of oper mennes euel 
fare Envye makeb him gleo. a1400-50 Alexander 2019 
Fra pat I fraist haue pat faire of my faire lady. Jd7d. 3257 
Pi wale gode.. fully feld alle pe fare bat falle suld on erthe. 
14.. in Y2ndale’s Vis. (1843) 77 He askede hur of hur fare. 
1849 Latimer 4th Serm. bef, Edw, VI (Arb.) 118 He 
knoweth hys fare by thys—he is eyther in joye or in payne. 
1593 SHaks. 3 /Zen, VJ, 1. i. 95 How now faire Lords? 
What faire? What newes abroad? ¢1611 CuHapman Jad 
xv. 214 Add thy care, O Phoebus .. that this so sickly fare 
Of famous Hector be recur’d. é : 

8. Food, regarded with reference to its quality; 
supply or provision of food, regarded as abundant 
or scanty. | Zo make a fare: to provide plenti- 


fully (cf.6c). Bzll of fare: see BILL 10. 

c 1205 Lay, 10236 Her wes unimete fare a pissere folc riche. 
c 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 537 He made a fare on pat fest, for 
pe frekez sake. 1375 Barpour Bruce xvi. 46 He maid thame 
mekill fest and far. c1475 Rauf Coilzear 112 Heir is bot 
hamelie fair, 1531 Etyor Gov. 11. xxii, The excesse of 
fare is to be iustly reproued. 1579 SreNnsER Sheph. Cal. 
Jan. 44 Whose knees are weake, through fast and euill fare. 
1667 Mitton ?. Z. 1x. 1028 After such delicious Fare. 
1730-46 THomson Axtun 191 Careless of to-morrow’s 
fare. 1774 Pennant Tour Scot. in 1772, 212 Their daily 
wretched fare, limpets and perriwinkles. 1816 Scorr 7a/es 
Land. Ser. 1. Introd., Such fare as the mountains of your 
own country produce, 1874 LisLe Carr Fud. Gwynne I. 
ii. 62 Such homely dainties were not ‘ company fare’. 

Jig. 21592 H. SmitnH Sev. (1866) II. 168 What is the 
fare? Peace, joy, righteousness. 1651 DaveNAnt Gondibert 
u, 1. 61 Truth we grudge her as a costly fare. a@1679 
Gurnatt in Spurgeon 7veas. Dav. Ps. cxix. 132 This is no 
more than family fare, what thou promisest to do for all 
that love thee. 1693 DrypEen Fuvenalxiv. 389 So few there 
are, Who will conform to Philosophick fare. 1727 DE For 
Prot, Monast, iv, 1 shall have Neighbours Fare. 


TIT. 9. attrzb. and Comb. (sense 4b), a& fare- 
Sree adj. Also fare indicator, an instrument for 
registering the fares paid in a public conveyance ; 


+ fare-maker, a boaster. 

1893 Daily News 5 Apr. 3/3 All the world knows that he 
is travelling “fare free, 1892 Pa// Mall G. 14 Nov. 2/3 
A *fare-indicator for cabs. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 150 Fare 
makere, or bostowre, jactator. 

Fare (fée1), 5b.4 Obs. exc. dial. [f. Farr v.? ; 
see Farrow sé.]_ A litter of pigs. 

1557 TussER 100 Points Husd. lv, The losse of one fare of 
thy sowe is greater, then losse of two calues of thy kowe. 
1674-91 Ray S. §& £. C. Words 97 A Fare of Pigs is so 
many as a Sow bringeth forth at one time. 1736 Bairry 
Housh, Dict. 341 When a sow has brought a fare of pigs. 
1787 in Grose Prov. Gloss. Suppl. 1847 in HALLIWELL. 

+ Fare, 52.3 Obs. Also 8 phare. [ad. It. favo 
in same senses, ad. L. pharus, Gr. papos PHAROS. ] 
The name of a promontory (marked by a light- 








FARE. 


house) at the entrance of the Strait of Messina. 
Hence, the strait itself. More fully Zhe Fare of 
Messina, 

_ 1628 Dicsy Voy. Medit. (1868) 26 A shippe plying to gett 
into the fare of Messina, 1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5827/1 
Before they could get out of the Phare. 1730-6 Bartey 
(folio), Have, a watch-tower at sea, as the Fare of Messina. 
1739 Encour, Sea-f. People 38 He stood in about the Point 
of the Fare towards Messina. 


+ Fare, 53.4 Obs. [Belongs to Farr v.23] A 
certain game at dice. 

1530 [see FARE v.35]. 1847 in HaLiiwett. 

Fare (feo1), v.1 Pa. t. and pa. pple. fared. 
Forms: /#/. 1-2 faran, 2-5 faren (Orm. farenn), 
4-5 faryn, 3-4 south. vare, veare, 4-5 far, 6 farre, 
4-7 fair, fayr(e, (5-6 faar(e, 6 faer), 3- fare. 
fa. t. (str.) 1 f6r, 2-3 for (sowth. vor), 4-5 fore, (4 
fer, foure, 4-5 foore), 4—7 fur(e, 6 Sc. fuir(e, 8 
Sc. foor. Pa. pple. (str.) 1-4 faren, 3-5 farin, -yn, 
4-6 farn(e, fare, (5 fairen). a. ¢. and fa. pple. 
(weak) 5 faryd, 6 fard(e, (7 feared), 6- fared. 
[A Com. Teut. str. vb.: OE. faran, pa. t. fur, pa. 
pple. faren, corresponds to OFris. fara, for, faren, 
OS. faran, for, (gt) faran (Du. varen, voor, ge- 
varn), OHG. faran, fuor, (gt)faran (MHG, 
var(e)n, vuor, gevar(e)n) ON. fara, for, farenn (Da. 
fare, foer, faret, Sw. fara, for, farit), Goth. faran, 
Jor, farans :—OTeut. *faran, for, farano-, f. pre- 
Teut. *for-, por-, f. Aryan root *fer, por, par to 
pass through, whence many derivatives in all the 
Aryan langs.: cf. Sk. ar, fr to carry through or 
across, Gr. mépos way, passage, ford, L. portare to 
carry; also the words mentioned under Far, For. 

The change from the strong to the weak conjugation seems 
to have been due in part to the influence of the derivative 
vb. Ferre, which in Eng, had the same sense, though in the 
other Teut. langs. its equivalent expressed the transitive 
sense ‘to carry’. In the present stem this vb. became ob- 
solete before 14th c.; but its pa. t. and pa. pple. /evd(e (in 
northern dialects also fard(e) continued in use, virtually 
serving as inflexions of fave. The irregular wk. vb. thus 
produced (fare, ferd) became regular (fare, fared) before 
the 16the. ‘The strong pa.t., already comparatively in- 
frequent in ME., seldom appears after 15th c. exc. in Sc. ; 
of the strong pa. pple. we have no examples after 16th c.] 

I. To go, travel. 


1. intr. To journey, travel, make one’s way. 


Now arch. or poet. ‘In early use occas. with 
cognate obj. Zo fare a voyage, a way (cf. way- 
Jarer, -ing). 

971 Blickl. Hom. 153 Nu we farab to Gerusalem. 1154 


O. E, Chron. an, 1135 On pis zere for se King Henri ouer 
s@. ¢1205 Lay, 2412 Alch mon mihte faren send hire lond 
paih he bere red gold. a 1300 Cursor M. 32095 (Cott.), I am 
a man farand be way. c1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 1101 Nov is 
Gij to Warwike fare. c1350 W7l0. Palerne 5079 He had 
ferrest to fare. 1375 Barsour Bruce x1. 530 To the castell 
thai thoucht to fair. c14g0 Myrc 265 Whenne they doth 
to chyrche fare. 1530 Lynpesay Test, Papyngo 100 Quhare 
euer I fure, I bure hir [the bird] on my hande. 15.. Sir 
A. Barton in Surtees Misc, (1890) 64 Nor a Burgesse 
voy(a)ge we der not farre. 1590 SPENSER FQ. 1. 1. 11 
Resolving forward still to fare. 1609 Heywoop Brit. Troy 
xv. Ivi, Eneas, madly Faring Through flames. 1664 

Flodden F. i. 5 And how he fared was into France. 1667 
Mirton P. LZ. 11. 940 On he fares. .half on foot, Half flying. 
1725 Pore Odyss. x. 683 Sadly they fared along the sea-beat 
shore. 1794 Burns There was a@ lass ii, O’er the moor they 
lightly foor. 1837 CarLyLe Fr. Rev. 11. 1. iv, Abbé Sicard, 
with some thirty other Nonjurant Priests .. fare along the 
streets, 1855 M. Arnotp Poems, Resignation 69 Through 
the deep noontide heats we fare. 

Jig. 1837 CARLYLE fy, Rev, u. v. v, Altars..changing to 
the Gobel-and-Talleyrand sort, are faring by rapid trans- 
mutations to—shall we say, the right Proprietor of them? 

In wider sense = Go. ‘a. of persons, /7¢, 

To let fare: =to let go. Ods. 

a1123 O. E. Chron.an. 1101 Ppa heofod men heo betwenan 
foran. @1300 Cursor M. 3935 (Cott.) pe angel badd [iacob] 
lete him far. ¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. 2209 Ariadne, She 
-. kyssed.. The steppes of hys fete, there he hath fare. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 5549 Sum. .farand as bestis. ?¢ 1475 
Sgr. lowe Degre 739 To morowe ye shall on hunting fare. 
1590 SPENSER /, Q. 1. ili. 15 One knocked at the dore, and 
in would fare, 

+b. jig. Obs. 

atz225 St. Marher. 6 He of wredde for neh ut of his 
iwitte, 1552 LynpEsAy Monarche 5325 First wyll I to the 
Scripture fare. 

+c. To depart from life; to die. Ods. 

e1175 Lamb, Hon.115 He scal faran to ban eche liue for 
his treowscipe. c1200 Vices § Virtues (1888) 15 Aer dane 
he of dese liue fare, c1220 Bestiary 731 Hise lode men 
sulen to helle faren. a@12z25 Lee. Kath. 1393 Hwi ne hihe 
we for to beon i-fulhtnet .. ear we faren henne? @ 1300 
Cursor M, 2356 (Cott.) His fader was farn o liue. /érd. 
25441 (Cott.) Fast i fund to fare. c1330 Arth. §& Merl. 70 
Out of this warld y most fare. 1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 330 
We. .leue pat be soule .. schal fare to blisse. 1377 Lanct. 
P, Pi, B. vit. 98 Whan he shal hennes fare. 

+d. Zo fare on: to rush upon, assault. Obs. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. (1858) I. ro He..fuir on thame 

with sic a felloun force. 

+e. Of a liquid, a stream: To flow, ‘run’. Of 
immaterial things, esf. time : To go, pass, proceed. 
Obs. or arch. 

c1250 Gen. § Ex. 2153 De vii. fulsum 3eres faren, a@ 1300 
Cursor M. 1034 (Cott.) Flummes farand in fer landes. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 149 A fame pat fer in fele kynges londes. 
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a 1400-80 Alexander 3901 Foure houres full farne & be 
fifte neghes. 15.. Sayth §& Dame 327 in Hazl. £. P. P. 11. 
213 That bloud out gan fare. 1827 Hoop Hero §& L. xcivy, 
‘The crystal skin Reveals the ruby tide that fares within. 

f. To fare astray (+ misliche, amiss); =to go 
astray. Ods. or arch. 

¢x175 Lamb, Hom. 119 He scal misliche faran on monie 
gedwilban. cxq25 Seven Sag. (P.) 2337 Why and whare- 
fore hyt hys, That 3oure syght farethamys. /é/d, 2756 Thou 
levest wykked concel iwys, That makes the fare amys. 
1596 Spenser //ymn Heav, Love xxviii. (1611), When we 
fared had amis. ax1849 J.C. Mancan Poems (1859) 119 Is 
it earthly music faring astray. 

+g. To ‘go’, range, have a place. Obs. rare—'. 

1704 J. Locan in Pa. /ist. Soc. Mem. 1X, 293 The fields 

and boats fare before schools or books. 
+h. To ‘go’, pass, change into something else. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. v. \xv. (1495) 183 Whan 
the water heetyth, therof comyth whytnesse as it faryth 
in foom, 

3. rarely /rans, +a. To tread (under foot). b. 
Of a horse: To take (a person) along. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. 120 Under my feete I shalle thaym 
fare, ‘Those ladys that wille [not] lere my lare. 1867 
CariyL_e Remin, (1881) IL. 139 Ourselves two alone in the 
world, the good [pony] ‘ Larry’ faring us. 

II. With reference to behaviour or condition. 
+4. To ‘go on’, behave, conduct oneself, act. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 11807 (Gitt.) pat wili wolf, pat for sua 
fals. /bid. 16762+41 (Cott.) Mony grete clerkez..Seghen 
pe son fare soo, 1340 Hamrote 7». Consc. 599 He. . fares als 
an unresonabel beste. c1400 Dest. Troy 654, I will you 
faithfully enforme how ye fare shall, Your worship to wyn. 
1470 Matory Arthur xx, xii, Ye fare as a man that were 
aferd. 1§63-87 Foxe A. & AZ. (1596) 65/t He fared as one 
out of his wits. 1697 Drypen Vive. Aineid vu, 534 Thus 
fares the Queen, and thus her fury blows Amidst the crowd. 

+b. To ‘go on’ impetuously, rage, rail (agaznst). 
Obs. Cf. Fare sd.1 6 c. 

1603 Hotianp Plutarch's Mor. 98 One who being bidden 
to reade ..a poore seely Epigram .. taketh on and fareth 
against the paper wherein it is written. 1609— Asm. Mar- 
celd. xvi, iv. 60 Constantius having intelligence hereof, fared 
and fumed. Jé7d, xvi. xi, 73 They fared and raged above 
their wonted manner. 

+e. With prep. dy, wth: To deal with, treat, 
esp. in To fare fair or fowl with. Also in indirect 
passive. Zo fare with oneself; to behave. Ods. 

1340-70 Alex. §& Dind. 266 Wip him fare as a fol pat failede 
his wittus. ¢1386 Cuaucer Pars. 7. » 825 So faren they 
by wommen, a@31450 Avt. de la Tour (1868) 25 It is gret 
drede to fare foule with hem in suche materes. 1470-85 
Matory Arthur vit. xxili, Dame Lyones .. soo faryd with 
her self as she wold haue dyed. 1483 Vxlearia abs 
Terentio 9b, He isa man..that few men can .. faare wyth 
all, 1493 Vestivall (W. de W.1515) 34 b, Whan they se 
him [Christ] so foule faren with. 1526 ‘TINDALE 2 Com. v. 11 
We fare fayre with men. 1614 Ravericu //ist. World I1.v. 
vi. § 3. 621 Demetrius. .fared very angerly with his brother. 

+d. To fare with (a thing): to make use of, 
employ, possess ; to live upon (food). Obs. 

@1340 Hampo.te Psalter ci. g My fas..sware pat it is 
ypocrisy pat i fare with, 1340-70 A/ex. § Dind, 202 Fode 
for to fare wip. /dzd. 242 ‘To witen of be wisdam bat 3e wip 
faren. /did, 618, & al pat weihes in pis word scholde wip 
fare. a1400-50 Alexander 2944 Quat faris pou with? 

5. +a. Followed by as though, as if, that; To 
act so as to cause an expectation or belief; to 
pretend. Also Zo let fare. Obs. 

1483 Vulearia abs Terentio 17b, If thou be wyse fare as 
thowe thou knowist nott. @1535 Morr De Quat. Noviss. 
Wks, 73/2 It maketh the stomak wamble, and fare as it would 
vomit. 1548 UDALL, etc. tr, Lxasm. Paraph. Fohn vii. 19, 20 
‘They let fare as if they thought the multitude did not 
knowe their wickednes. 1570-6 LamBarDE Perambd, Kent 
(1826) 301 He would. .fare in shew as though he would have 
flowne in their faces. 1573 G. Harvey Lefter-bk. (Camden) 
11 Thai fare that this singulariti in philosophi is like to grow 
toa shrode matter. 1633 D. Rocers 7yeat, Sacraments 
I. 121 Doe ye fare, as if the Lord bade yee come hither? 

b. To seem likely, bid fair. dal. (With z#f. it is 
often little more than a periphrasis for the finite vb.) 

1849 Dickens Dav. Cofp. xlvi, ‘ How do you fare to feel 
about it, Mas’r Davy?’ 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., ‘She [a 
cow] fares a cauving.’ 1876 Whitby Gloss., His ailment 
fares to go hard with him, 1883 19¢4 Cent. Oct. 595 Fares 
as if they mos’ of ’em goes up country. 1884 AMehalah i. 7 
When she fares to say or do a thing, there is no staying 
tongue or hand. 1888 Riper Haccarp Cod. Quaritch M11, 
v.77 Theskilly..do fare to take the skin off your throat. 

6. impers. To ‘go’; to happen; to turn out. 
Occas. with well, z//, etc. Const. + dy, with. 

c1230 Hali Meid. 7 Sekerliche swa hit fared. 1340-70 
Alex. § Dind. 795 So it farep by 30u folk pat fillen 30u 
siluen, 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 89 He forgeteth 
that one wyth that other and so faryth by me. 1586 CoGaN 
Haven Health cexiii. (1636) 223 It fareth by them as it 
doth by a lampe. 1655-60 Stantey Hist, Philos. (1701) 
31/2 It fares alike with good and bad. 1671 Mitton P. 2. 
I. 443 So fares it when with truth falsehood contends. 
1713 SWIFT Frenzy of F. Denny, Beware .. that it fare not 
with you as with your predecessor. 1850 TENNYSON /1 
Mem. xliv, How fares it with the happy dead? 

7. To ‘get on’ (well or ill) ; to experience good 
or bad fortune or treatment. 

¢xooo /Eitrric On N. T. (Gr.) 20 Hu mez se man wel 
faran, be [etc.]. a@1300 Cursor M. 11900 (Cott.) Send him 
quar he faris werr. 1375 Barsour Bruce ut. 548 The king 
then. .speryt.. How thai..had farne. 1382 Wyctir 3 Yohn 
2, I make preyer, thee for to entre, and fare welsumly. c1450 
Merlin 71 He farith well and is in hele. ¢1460 Towneley 
Myst. 62 For we fare wars than ever we fowre. 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. 11, 6 How he fuir that tyme..It war 
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ouvir lang..to tell. 1587 Turnery. 7rag. 7. (1837) 10 
Remember how fonde Phaeton farde, 1607 Hieron MWés. 
I. 193 His children had their heads cut off, and al his race 
feared the worse for his sake. 1612 RowLanps Kvane of 
Harts 4x The world did wrangle for their wealth, And 
Lawyers far'd the better, 1703 Port Thebazs 520 So fares 
a sailor on the stormy main. 1711 Appison Sect, No. 130 
px Fearing that his Poultry might fare the worse for it. 
1755 Mem. Capt. P. Drake l. vii. 50 Colonel Tatton .. 
kindly asked me. .how I fared of my Wound. 1784 Cowrer 
Task ww. 341 Ill fares the traveller now. 1829 Lyrron 
Disowned 6 How fares your appetite? 1848 MAcauLAy 
Hist, Eng. 1, 161 Sculpture fared as ill as painting. 1871 
Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) 1V. xvii. 77 We shall see 
hereafter how he fared on his errand. , 

Phrase. 1614 Br. Hart Recoll. Treat, 412 That ancient 
check of going far and faring worse. 1862 STANLEY Few. Ch. 
I, ii, 38 We may go much farther and fare much worse, 

8. spec. To be (well or ill) entertained with food ; 


to feed (well, ill, hardly, sumptuously, etc.). 

1393 Lanot. P. Pl. C. vi. 8 Whenne ich hadde myn hele 
..and louede wel fare. 1532 More Con/ut. Tindale Wks. 
651/2 Saynt John.. fasted and fore hard, 1607 Swaks, 
Timon i. vi. 37 Feast your eares with the Musicke awhile : 
If they will fare so harshly. 161r Biste Luke xvi. 19 
A certaine rich man..fared sumptuously euery day. 1666 
Pepys Diary (1879) LV. 215, I do not think they fared very 
hard. 1712 Srrete Sfect, No. 479 P 3, I fared very well 
at dinner. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 324 No 
animal fares more sumptuously. 1856 Kane A7ct. xv. 1. 
xv. 169 Our breakfast, for all fare alike, is hard tack. 

9. Used in imperative with we//, as an expression 
of good wishes to a parting friend, or as a mere 
formula in recognition of parting ; = FAREWELL 277/. 
arch, ®. with the person as sz7, (see sense 7). 
+ Also occas, in infinitive. 

1377 Lancit. P. P2. B. x1. 180 Frendes, fareth wel. 
¢ 1386 Cuaucer Wife's 7. Prol. 50r Let him farwel, God 
give his soule rest. c1440 Vork Myst, xvii. 204 Fares 
wele, 3e be bygilid. 1533 Gau Richt Vay (1888) 109 Fair 
now veil, 155 Ropinson tr. More's Usop, (Arb.) 166, 
I byd you moste hartely well to fare. 1582 T. WaTSoN 
Centurie of Loue i. (Arb.) 37 Well fare the life. .I ledde ere 
this. 16x Binte Aczs xv. 29 Fare ye well. 1826 Breppors 
Let. to B, Procter Poems 171 Fare, as you deserve it, well. 
1859 Trennyson laine 692 A diamond isa diamond. Fare 
you well. A thousand times ! 

b. zmpers. (see sense 6) with dat. 

1671 H. M. tr. Zrasm. Collog. 544 If they prefer gain 
before godliness, fare them well. 1676 Hoppers ///ad xx. 
321 Fare him well. 1816 Byron “ave thee well i, For ever, 
fare thee well. a 1839 PraEp Poems (1864) I. 247 Beloved, 
fare thee well! 1877 //olderness Gloss., Faves-te-weel: fare 
thee well. 

+ IIT. 10. To ache, throb. dal, ? Obs. 
[Perh, etymologically ‘to go on’, rage: cf. 4b.] 
1781 in Hutton Zon» to Caves Gloss, ‘1847 in HALLIWELL. 
IV. In phraseological combination with advbs. 
+11. Fare about. To go about, set oneself. Obs. 

1563 J. Prrkincron Burn, Paules Ch. v. sig. Q ij, Theym 
that fare about to doe againste the ordinance of God. 

12. Fare forth (analytical form of OK. /o70- 
Jaran). See Fare v. and Fortra. 

a. To go forth, depart, start. 

cx12z00 7T¥in. Coll, Hon, 225 ‘Yo heueriche hie sulle fare 
ford mid ure drihte. 1375 Barsour Brace ut. 345 All hyr 
cumpany, Lap on thar horss, and furth thai far. c1q00 
Melayne 206 Rowlande .. Fares forthe with Baners brade. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul 1.1. xxvi, Like Doves so forth 
they fore. 1727-38 Gay /ad/es 1. 1. xiv. 5 Forth he fares, all 
toil defies. 1853 KincsLtry //yfatia xxi. 258 Before sun- 
rise.. Raphael was faring forth gallantly. 

+b. To go on, advance, with respect either to 
space or time. In the latter sense also quasi-z7Zers. 

1340-70 Alex, § Dind, 939 Whan he is fare so forp fer in 
his age. cx1350 Will. Palerne 3260 It was forp [to] ni3t 
faren bi pat time. 

+e. To go by, pass away. Ods. 

az225 Leg. Kath.1629 Pinen, pe fare ford in an hondhwile. 

+13. Fare up. To get up. Obs. 

ax1400-50 Alexander 545 Pan faris scho vp and farkis 
furth a fute or tway. 

Fare, v.2 Ods, [var. of Farrow v.] intr. Of 
asow: To litter. Hence Faring fv. a. 

1573 Tusser Hxsd, (1878) 74 Sow ready to fare. 
Good faring sow. 

+ Fare, v.3 Ods. To play at the game called 
‘fare’: see FARE 5b.4 Ods. 

1530 Patscr. 545/2, I fare, I playe at a game so named (at 
the dyse). 15.. Yack Fugeler in Hazl. Dodsley Il. 115 
A corner .. Where boys were at dice, faring at all; When 
Careaway with that good company met, He fell to faring 
withouten let. 

Fare, obs. var. Frar v. 

Fareden, var. of Forrpmn, ME., enmity. 

+ Fa‘re-fee. Obs.rare. [f. Fann v.+F Ex sd.2] 
A fee paid on quitting a tenancy. 

1523 [see FAREWELL B 2]. 

+Farrelet. Obs. rare—. 


mistake for FORCELET.] 

160z Futpecke Pandectes 43 He that couenanteth to 
defend a castell or farelet is not bound, if warre bee raised 
through his fault, to whome hee made the couenant. 

Farendine, var. of FARANDINE, Ods. 

Farer (féere1). Also 6 Sc. farar, [f. Farr v. 
+-ER1,] A traveller. Chiefly with defining sb., 
as SEAFARER, WAYFARER, etc. 

{1513 Douctas A?ners v. xiii. 30 The wind. .followit fast 
the se fararis behynd.] 1881 Century Mag. XXIII, 52 Open 
as the highway to all farers, 


Fareway, var. f, of FatRway, 


Ibid., 


See quot. [Perh. a 








FAREWELL. 


Farewell (fée1,we'l). 77. Also sd. (a.) and adv. 
Forms; 4-6 farwel(I(e, 4-8 farewel, (5 fayrwell, 
6 fairewell, feare wele), 5—- farewell. [The phrase 

Jare well (see FAREV. 9) treated as oneword.] A. 777. 

1. An expression of good wishes at the parting of 
friends, originally addressed to the one setting 
forth, but in later use a mere formula of civility at 
parting ; Goodbye! Adieu! Now foet. or rheto- 
vical, and chiefly implying regretful feeling. 

1377 Lanct. P. P27. B. x1. 41 ‘ 3ee, farewel phippe !* quod 
fauntelte. c1440 York Myst. xli. 458 Fayrwell ! Godson, 
thowe grant vs thy blyssng. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 
xvI. vii, Fare well, she sayde, for I must parte you fro. 1601 
Suaxs. All's Well 11. i, 36, I am your accessary, and so 
farewell. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. Iv. 718 And now 
farewel. 1821 Byron AZar. Wal. iv. i, Farewell !—we meet 
no more in life !—farewell! 187 R. Exvuis Ca¢ullus x\vi. 
9 Farewell company true, my lovely comrades. 

2. fig. An expression of regret at leaving any- 
thing, or a mere exclamation = Goodbye to, no 
more of. Also farewell to, and farewell zt. 

c1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. Prol. 39 Whan .. that the 
floures ginnen for to springe Farwel my book and my 
devocioun! ¢1386 — Av?’s 7. 1902 Farewel physike; go 
bere the man to cherche. ?c1475 Sgr. lowe Degre 941 
Farewell golde, pure and fyne; Farewell velvet, and satyne. 
1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher. i. ii. 33 All the vertue 
thereof is gone, and farewell it. 1659 B. Harris Parival's 
Tron Age 139 Andif she yeilded, farewel Bavaria. 1697 Dry- 
DEN Vive. Past, vit. 82 Farewell ye secret Woods, and shady 
Groves, 1766 Forpyce Ser. Vung. Wom.(1767) 1. v.193 Fare- 
wel to real friendship, farewel to convivial delight! 1784 
Cowrer Task 1. 247 So farewel envy of the peasants’ nest. 

+b. Proverb, Farewell fieldfare; said to one of 
whom the speaker wishes to see no more, with 
allusion to the fieldfare’s departure northward at 


the end of winter. Ods. 

1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 11. 812 The harme is don, and 

farewel feldyfare. c1400 Rom. Rose 5513. 
ce. In the name of a plant (See quot.). 

1878-86 Britten & Hotianp Plant-n., Farewell Summer, 
Saponaria officinalis L,..From its flowering in the months 
of August and September. 

B. sb. 

1. a. The zz¢. used subst. as a name for itself, 
and hence for any equivalent, as in Zo say farewell 
zo. With this has now coalesced the originally 
distinct use in Zo did farewell, where farewell 
represents historically the zx/inzt/ve, not as else- 
where the zferative, of the vbl. phrase. b. An 
utterance of the word ‘farewell’; any expression 
or act equivalent to this; a parting salutation, 
formal leave-taking, adieu. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 268 But farewell she was ago Unto 
Pallas, 1526 ‘TINDALE Acts xviii. 21 Bad them feare well. 
1570 Nortu Doni's Mor. Philos. (1888) 1V. 229 For a fare- 
well. .he will yerke out behinde and put him in daunger of 
his life. 1587 Janes in /7akluyt’s Voy. III. 113 But we, 
little regarding their curtesie, gaue them the gentle fare- 
well, and so departed. 1633 Forp Broken H. 1v. iv, She.. 
begg'’d some gentle voice to tune farewel To life and griefs, 
1684 Bunyan Pilger. 11. 12 So their Visitor bid them farewel. 
1710 Appison Whig Exam. No. 1 14, I take my farewel 
of this subject. 1758 S, Haywarp Sev. xvi. 490 He was 
going to bid all things here an everlasting farewel. 1770 
Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 367 Fondly look’d their last, And took 
a long farewell, 1838 Lytron AZice 53 She had wept her 
last farewell on her mother’s bosom. 1850 TENNYSON /7t 
Mem, cxxiii, I cannot think the thing farewell. 1880 Oumpa 
Moths 1, 116, ‘I came to bid you farewell’, he said softly. 
1884 /2/ust. Lond, News 1 Nov. 410/2 The ‘ farewells’ .. of 
actors and singers are not always to be depended on. 

+2. A payment on quitting a tenancy. Ods. 

1523 Firzners. Sv. 25 b, The tenant..shall makea fyne 
with the lorde for his dep[ar]tyng..and it is called a farefee 
or a farewell. 

+3. ¢ransf, An after-taste, twang. Ods. 

1634 Sir T. Herperr 7vav. 183 The Jacke .. leaves 
aclammy farewell in the mouth, but addes a double benefit 
to the stomacke, 1648 SanpEerson Serv. II. 245 Temporal 
advantages of wealth [etc.]..have a very ill farewel with 
them at the last. 1759 Boyer /7. § Eng. Dict. s.v., This 
wine has a sad farewell with it. 

4. attrib. passing into an adj.: Pertaining to a 
farewell, accompanying or signifying a farewell. 
(In this use the stress is variable: most commonly 

Su rewell.) 

az171r Ken Hymns Evang. Poet Wks. 1721 I. 182 He 
num'rous Farewell-Blessings on them pour’d, 1712 AppIsoN 
Sect. No. 445 P 2 Writers, who have taken their Leave 
of the Publick in farewel Papers. 1713 TickELt Prospect 
of Peace 41 The hardy Vet'ran .. Leans on his Spear to 
take his farewell View. 1769 FaLconer Dict. Marine (1789), 
Coup de partance, a farewell gun, 1822-56 De Quincry 
Confess. (1862) 108 A few final or farewell farewells. 1856 
Kane Arct, Expl, I. x. 115, I accompanied them with my 
dogs as a farewell escort for some miles, 

b. applied to the point where one ‘ bids fare- 
well to’ or parts from a person or thing. 

1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. A ij, The Lizard being the 
farewel Cape to most Ships that sail out of the British Seas. 
1865 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms (ed. 2\, Farewell Rock. 
The familiar term in the South Welsh coal-field for the 
Millstone Grit, because on striking it the miner bids fare- 
well to all workable seams of coal. 

+C. adv. (cf. AptEU adv. 1) To go farewell: to 
go away, be dismissed, Ods. 

c 1301. Cnaucer Astrol, u. § 23 Let A & F [two stars] go 
farwel til agayns the dawenyng a gret while, 


FAREWELL. 


Farewell (féo1we'l), v. Also 7 farwell. 
prec.] a. ¢rans. To take leave of, bid or say 
good-bye to. b. z#z/r. To say good-bye. 

1580 SipNEY Arcadia (1622) 93 She brake from their armes 
.. And fare-welling the flocke, did homeward wend. 1606 
tr. Rollock’s Lect. ou t § 2 Thess. 1. Xxvi. 325 After tryell 
if thou findst it [his doctrine] sound .. keep it; if not, faire- 
well it. @1657 R. Lovepay Leét. (1663) 28 It put some 
doubts to flight that you had farwell’d Barningham. @ 1693 
Urounarr Radelais ut. xlili. 356 Pantagruel .. farewell’d 
.. the President. 1885 R. F, Burton 1o0r Wights I. 122 
She farewelled me with her dying eyes, 


|| Farfalla. 02s. rare. [It. farfalla a candle- 
fly or moth.] (See quots.) 

1607 SytvestER Dx Bartas i. iv. u. (1641) 208/1 [New 
Farfalla] in her radiant shine, Too-bold, I burn these tender 
wings of mine. 1626 Cockrram, /ar/alla, a Candle-Fly. 


Far-famed (fa1féi:md), a. [f. Far adv. + 
Famep ff/.a.] That is famed to a great distance ; 
well-known, widely celebrated. 

1624 MassincER Par. Love i. iii, The far-famed English 
Bath. 1725 Pore Odyss. x. 162 Stern AXcetes came The 
far-fam’d brother of th’ enchantress dame, 1818 CossETr 
Pol. Reg. XX XIII. 539 That far-famed sanctuary of the 
laws. 1855 KincsLey Heroes v. (1868) 66 The far-famed 
slayer of the Gorgon. 1867 Lapy Hersert Cradle L. vii. 
168 ‘This was the far-famed valley of Eshcol. 


+ Fa'r-fet, c. Olds. [f. Fan adv. + fet, pa. pple. 
of Fer v. Ods.] 

1. =F ar-rercuen 1, 

1579 Lyty Luphues (Arb.) 93 Farre fet and deeré bought 
is good for Ladyes. 1582 Sipney Asér. & Stella (1622) 536 
Those far-fet helpes. 1613 Beaum. & Fu. Honest Man's 
Fort, i. iii, Your far-fet viands please not My appetite. 
1671 Mitton P. &. 1. 40x Others.. Whose pains have earn’d 
the far-fet spoil. 

2. =FAR-FETCHED 2. 

1533 More Axnsw. Poysoned Bh. Wks. 1123/2 In.. hys 
farre fet reason, neyther is hys maior true, nor hys argu- 
ment toucheth not the matter. 1580 Sipney Arcadia i. 
(1590) 360 Therewith he told her a farre-fet tale. a@ 1680 
Butter Re. (1759) I]. 116 For Metaphors, he uses to 
chuse the..most far-fet that he can light upon. 

3. as sb. (See quot.) vare—?. 

1589 Putrennam “ing. Poesie um. xvii. (Arb.) 193 The 
figure AZetalepsis, which I call the fav/et, as when we had 
rather fetch a word a great way off then to vse one nerer 
hand to expresse the matter aswel and plainer. 


+ Far-fetch, sd. Os. [Back-formation from 
FAR-FETCHED. ] 

1, A deeply-iaid or cunning stratagem. 

a1562 G. CavenvisH Life Wolsey (1827) 129 Ye may see 
.-how she can compass a matter to work displeasure by 
afar fetch. 1566 Gascoigne & KINWELMARSH Yocas/a 11. 1, 
This minde of mine Doth fleete full farre from that farfetch 
of his. 1678 Butter Hxd. 1. ii. 1584 Jesuits have deeper 
Reaches In all their Politick Far-fetches. 

2. Fondness for far-fetched ideas. 

1813 W. Taytor Eng. Synonyms (1856) 64 Wieland had 
too fine a smell; his reader must be practised, to be aware 
of his far-fetch, 

3. attrib. or adj. = FAR-FETCHED, 

1603 Sir C, Heypon ¥xd. Astrol. xviii. 365 Had he neuer 
peered it, this farre-fetch deriuation had neuer beene dearely 

ought, 

+ Far-fetch, v. Obs. rare. [f. as prec.] trans. 
To derive in a far-fetched manner. 

1639 Futter Holy War wv. ii. (1647) 168 It seemeth 
a forced and overstrained deduction, to farrefetch the name 
of Tartars from an Hebrew word. 1870 LowELt Among 
my Bks, Ser. 1. (1873) 193 There is such a difference between 
far-reaching and far-fetching. 


Far-fetched (fasjfetft, farfet{t), ps7. a. [f. 
Far adv.+ FErcuen ; cf. Far-Fer.] 

1, Brought from far. Ods. exc. arch. + Of a 
pedigree: Traced from a remote origin. 

1583 Struppes Axat, Adus,1. (1879) 33 Farrefetched and 
deare boughte is good for Ladyes, they say. 1586 CoGAN 
Haven Health c\xxxvii. (1639) 169 Indian pearles be greatest 
and more desired as being far fetched. 1634 W. Woop 
New Eng. Prosp. Ded., The first fruites of my farre-fetcht 
experience. 1647 CLarenpon Hist. Red. vi. (1703) II. 162 
A far fetch’d Pedigree, through so many hundred years. 
1658 W.. Burton /tin, Anton, 20 Oysters. .conveyed thence 
to Rome, among other farfetcht Dainties. 1769 De Foe’s 
Tour Gt. Brit. 1. 254 According to the old Saying, Far- 
fetch’d, and dear bought, is fittest for the Ladies, =7e4 
Cowrer Task 1. 243 He .. brings his bev’rage home, Far- 
fetch’d and little worth. 1870 Morris Zarthly Par, III. 
Iv. 71 She reached her fine strong hand anear The far- 
fetched thing, 

+b. Devious, circuitous, (Cf. fo fetch a compass.) 

21656 Be. Hatt Rem. Wks. (1660) 48 Others by secret 
and far-fetch’t passages escaped home. 

2. Of an argument, notion, simile, etc. : Studi- 
ously sought out; not easily or naturally intro- 


duced ; strained. 

1607 TorseL, Four. Beasts (1673) 99 Democritus and 
other .. give other reasons, but..they seem to be far 
fetched. 1647 CowLry J/istvess, Wish iv, Pride and Ambi- 
tion here, Only in far-fetch’d metaphors appear. ‘1732 
Berketey Alciphr. i. § 1, I shall not trouble you with 
authorities, or far-fetched arguments. 1844 H, Rocers 
Ess. (1860) I, 76 Some far-fetched conceit, or unpardonable 
extravagance, 1869 TRrottore He Anew Ixxxi. (1878) 450 
Far-fetched ideas respecting English society. 

Hence Far-fe’tchedness, the state or fact of 


being far-fetched. 

a1849 Por Browning Wks. 1864 III 415 A certain far- 
fetchedness of imagery. 1866 7zes 6 Apr. 5 No excuse 
for extreme quaintness, oddity, and far-fetchedness. 


[f. | 
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Far-forth, adv.: see Far and Forra; also 5 
ferthforthe. Now usually as two words. 

+1. To a great distance or extent ; far, far on. 

¢ 1470 Harpinc Chron. xxii, (1812) 120 She ferforth with 
childe was then begonne. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour C vij, 
And it was thenne ferforthe on the day. c1g00 Melusine 
xix, 106 These tydings were ferfourth brought in the land, 
that Vryan knew of it. 1590 Spenser /. Q. 111. ix. 53 The 
humid night was farforth spent. 1858 M. Porrrous Souter 
Johnny 30 Farforth to range. 

+b. quasi-ady. Farforth day: late in the day, 
‘high-day’. Ods. 

c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W.de W. 1494) 1. xxxii, The 
soules that are in this state are not all lyke ferforth. c 1450 
Merlin 282 It is so ferforth that it is to Jate for vs to 
repente. 1560 INGELEND Disob. Child in Hazl. Dodsley 
Il. 312 In my bed, Until it were very far-forth day. 

To a definite degree, or distance ; in phrases, 
how, so, or thus far-forth, as or so far-forth as, 
so far forth that. 

*; a. in reference to distance or advanced position 
in space, time, or order. Ods. 

€1340 Cursor M, 22711 heading (Trin.), Now we be pus 
ferforp come. 1430 Lyne. Chron. Troy 1. vi, So ferforthe 
as this my lyfe may endure. 1526 TinDALE Like xxii. 51 
Soffre ye thus farre forthe. 1570-6 LAmBARDE Pevamb, Kent 
(1826) 117 He gave also..the royaltie of the water on each 
side, so farre foorth as .. a man might cast a short hatchet 
out of the vessell unto the banke. 

b. in reference to degree or extent. Now only 
in phrase So far forth, with sense ‘to the specified 
extent and no more’, 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 9204 Alle bes were agen be kinge, as 
verpuorp as hii coupe. ¢ 1340 Cursor M. 1585 (Trin.) Pe 
fende wende .. Pat al mankynde shulde han ben his So 
ferforp pat god not my3t [etc.]. c1384 Cuaucer H. Fame 
ut. 792 As fer forthe as [han myarte. 1413 Lype. Pilger. 
Sowle 1. xxvii. (1859) 31 Crist..soo ferforth remitted ‘his 
rigour. 1464 Paston Lett. No. 486 II. 152 As fertheforthe 
as I kan undyrstand yet, they shall have grase. 1533 Hry- 
woop Pard. § Friar in Hazl. Dodsley I. 207 Many a man 
so far-forth lacketh grace. 1549 CovERDALE Evasm. Par. 
Rom. Argt., Knowyng well how farfurth his disciples, had 
nede of lyght meate. 1610 Suaxs. Zep. 1. ii. 178 Know 
thus far forth, By accident most strange, bountifull Fortune 
.. hath mine enemies Brought to this shore. 1635 Pacirr 
Christianogr. 1. iii. (1636) 179 [They] are so farre forth ortho- 
dox that they retain a saving profession. 1690 Lockr 
Govt. u. ti. § 2 Every Offence .. may..be also punished 
equally, and as far forth as it may in a Commonwealth. 
1827 WHATELY Logic iv, i. § rt Induction..so far forth as it 
is an argument, may, of course, be stated Syllogistically. 

Hence, Far fo'rthly adv. Ods., to a great or 
definite extent ; also, entirely, excellently. 

136z Lancr. P. PZ. A. vit. 158 Dowel on Domesday Is 
digneliche [v.7~. ferforbliche] I-preiset. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Troylus wu. 52 God wote for I have, As feriontly as I have 
kunnyng, Bene youres. c1430 Life St. Kath. (1884) 19 So 
ferforthly that alle creatures schal haue neede to hym. 
2148x Caxton Ovat. G. Flamineus F iv, That knyght 
whiche avaunced himself most ferforthly.. in the bataylle. 
1494 Fasyan Chron. v. cxl. 127 The people ..was wonder- 
fully mynysshed..so ferforthlye, that..the quicke bodyes 
suffysed not to bury the ded, . ; 

+ Farger, sd. Obs. ? A kind of false dice. 

1s9t Greene Disc. Coosnage (1859) 38 Their Cheates, 
Bard-dice, Flattes, Fargers..and many others, ; 

Fargite (fagoit). Wz. [f. (Glen) Aarg in 
Fifeshire + -1TE,] (See quots.) 

1868 Dana Jin, (ed. 5) 427 Fargite is a red natrolite 
from Glen Farg, containing..about 4 p.c. of lime, 1883 
Heppte in Zucycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XVI. 423 Fargite, con- 
sisting of two equivalents of natrolite and one of scolecite. 

+Fa'rgood. Vew Lngland. Obs. ? An outrigger. 

1726 Pennattow Jud. Wars (1859) 53 But having no 
fargood, and their boat a dull sailor, ours gained on them 
so much, that [etc.]. /ééd. 54 The enemy making too near 
the wind (for want ofa fargood) came to stays several times. 

Fa‘r-hand, sd. Sc. [?f. Far a.+ Hann. 

But perhaps a corruption of favand, northern pr. pple. 
of Fare to travel; cf. FARANDMAN.] : 

The condition or standing of an artisan who seeks 
employment away from home, Only in phrase 
at far-hand, and attrib. 

1820 CieLanp Lise §& Progr. Glasgow 32 Fee for a 
Stranger, or what is called at far-hand. J/d7d. 38 ‘The 
Crown receives Three Pounds for the stamp on the Far- 
hand tickets. Jézd., The Far-hand entrants are exempted 
from bucket-money. 3 

Farina (farai‘na, farzna). See also Frrine, 
Farinua. [a. L. farina, f. far corn. Cf. F. farine.] 

1. The flour or meal of any species of corn, nut, 


or starchy root. 

[1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. \xvii. (1495) 643 Mele 
is properly called farina whan the corne is well grounde. 
1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 29 The Meale was 
ealied Farina.] 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. II. 265 The 
farina of wheat does not give carbonate of lime by incinera- 
tion, 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) IL. 133 
Two scruples of the farina of the Croton nut should be given 
in a little gruel. 1876 Hartry Jat. Med. 316 Starch is 
the farina of seeds and soft cellular roots and stems, 

b. A powdery substance, dust. 

1707 Curios. in Hush, & Gard. 33 A white substance 
which we call Farina (Meal) to nourish the new-born Plant. 
1764 J. GRAINGER Sugar Cane iv. 534 2otle, Small seeds, 
covered with a red farina. 1783 J.C. Smytu in Med, Com- 
mun. 1, 194 Some have the surface covered with a fine white 
powder, or farina, 1823 J. Bancock Dom. Amusem. 32 Rub 
off the farina, should any adhere. f 

e. A preparation of maize used for puddings. 


2. In various scientific uses. a. Bot, =Pollen. 





FARING. 


17z1 Brapiey Wks. Nat. 27 The Farina of each . . Plant. 
1770-4 A. Hunter Georg, /ss. (1803) I. 486 Impregnated 
by the farina of the male [plant]. 1861 Sat, Rev. 15 June 
619 The beeand its congeners .. by carrying the fructifying 
farina from flower to flower, convert flowers into fruit. 

b. Chem. A fine white powder obtained from 
cereals, the potato, etc. ; starch. 

1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. i. (1814) 11 Farina or the 
pure matter of starch, 1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 
345 This white matter will at length subside: it may be 
collected on a filter and dried: it is then starch or farina. 

ce. Entom. A mealy powder found on some 
insects. 

1828 SrarK Elem, Nat. Hist. 1. 327 Body cylindrical, 
brown, covered with farina. 

d. Geol. Fosstl farina (see quot. 1859). 

1816 P. Creavetanp Jin. § Geol. (ed. 2) I. 170 Fossil 
farina, .appears in thin, white crusts. .attached to the lateral 
or lower surfaces of beds of shell limestone, &c. 1859 Pace 
Handbk. Geol. Terms, Fossil Farina, a mealy-looking in- 
fusorial or microphytal earth—the Berg-mahl of the Swedes 
and Laplanders. 

3. Comb. farina-boiler, U.S., a utensil used for 
cooking farinaceous articles. (Cem¢. Dict.) 

Farinaceous (ferindi‘fas), a. [f. L. farin- 
ace-us, {, farina (see prec.) +-ous. Cf. F. farinacé.] 

1. Consisting or made of flour or meal. 

1656 [see Farinous]. 1755 Gevtl. Mag. XXYV. 8 It cannot 
be absolutely affirmed to be merely farinaceous, but it does 
not appear to be compounded of any animal substance. 
1807-26 S. Cooper “irst Lines Surg. (ed. 5) 81 During the 
symptomatic fever, a mild, vegetable farinaceous diet is 
proper. 1866 Livincstone Frud, (1873) I. xi. 278 Their 
farinaceous food creates a great craving for fish. 

2. Containing or yielding flour or starch ; starchy. 

1667 PAil. Trans. Il. 485 A Farinaceous or Mealy 
Tree, serving to make bread of it, 1732 ArsuTHNoT Azles 
of Diet 322 Their Aliment ought to be light, of farinaceous 
vegetables, 1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 217 The 
greater fineness of the meal, and the less solubility of its 
farinaceous part. 1873 E. Smiru Foods 156 This large 
class of farinaceous seeds. 

3. Of a mealy nature, resembling meal in texture 
or quality. 

1664 Phil. Trans. I. 10 One is a kind of Crystalline 
Stone, and almost all good Lead : the other not so rich and 
more farinaceous. 1796 WitHerinc Brit. Plants IV. 13 
The granulations of the crust much larger, but equally soft 
and farinaceous. 1807 J. E. Smitu Phys. Bot. 81 The 
root becomes farinaceous, tasteless and inert. 1870 Hooker 
Stud. Flora 343 Cotyledons thick, fleshy or farinaceous. 

4, Having a mealy appearance. a. Finely com- 
minuted, powdery ; now only Pa¢i.: see quot. 1884. 

1664 Powrer Lf. Philos.1. 47 This farinaceous Seed of 
Wort. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Farinaceous, in Medicine, the 
term is applied to epidermal exfoliations which are pale and 
very minute, so as to resemble flour. 

+b. Covered with farina or fine dust. Ods. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. xv. 141 All farinaceous 
or mealy winged animals, as Butter-flies, and Moths. 1668 
Wikins Real Char. 126 Crane Fly. Farinaceous wings ; 
being covered with a mealy substance easily coming off 
upon a touch. 1829 Loupon Cyclop. Plants 1016-7 Fari- 
naceous outside, pink inside, 


Farinaceously (ferinzi:fasli), adv. [f. prec. 
+-Ly%,] a. In a farinaceous manner: see quot. 
1840. . In the direction of or with an inclina- 


tion towards farinaceous food. 

1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Farinaceously Tomentose, 
covered with a mealy kind of down. 1853 /vaser’s Mag. 
XLVII, 680 So farinaceously disposed were the guests .. 
that the introduction of a cake.. would frequently spur 
a jaded appetite to new efforts. 

Farinar, obs. form of FOREIGNER. 

Farination (feringi:fon). rare —1. [f. Farina 
+-ATI0ON.] The action of making into flour. 

1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Frul. Geog. Soc.X XIX. 
4or It is hard, waxy, and unfit for farination. 

Farine: see FarinHa, 

+ Farined, @. Obs. rare—'. [f. F. farine (= 
Farina) in spec. sense powder for the complexion 


+-ED2.] Powdered. 

1664 Evetyn Sylva (1776) 230 Our effeminate Farined 
Gallants. fs 

Faring (feerin), vd/. sd. [f. Fare v.+-1NG1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Farr; journeying, 
travelling ; an instance of the same. 

1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits i. (1596) 8 This faring, 
that a man takes from his owne Country. 1633 P. FLetcHER 
Elisa 1. xxi, Through this troubled faring. .I guiltlesse past. 
1837 CARLYLE Fy. Kev. 11. u. vi; His deplorable farings and 
voyagings draw to a close, 


2. Condition or state; esf. a passing condition 


of body. dial. 

1811 L. M. Hawkins C’tess § Gertr. II. 103 One woman 
asked another how her husband fared .. and was answered, 
that he had strange farings. 1857 Wricut Dict. Obs. § 
Province. Eng., Fareings, feelings, symptoms. Last, 1882 
Wuirtier Poems, An Autograph xiii. 54 Age brings me 
no despairing Of the world’s future faring. 

3. concr. Entertainment, fare ; in £7, made dishes. 

1655 Mourert & Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 328 
Broths, Pottage, Farings, Sauces. 1681 Corvin Whigs 
Supplic. (1751) 125 Watered meal of oats .. we prefer .. To 
all the king of Babel’s faring. 1803 C. Caustic Zerrible 
Tractoration wu. (ed. 2) 122 Who cook up most delicious 
farings From cheese rinds. 

b. Zo get one's faring: see FAIRING sd. Ic. 

1846 L.S. Costetto Tour to § fr. Venice 253, 1 am.. 
glad to see how the old demon gets his faring. 

10-2 


FARING. 


+ Fa‘ring, 7//. a. Obs. [f as prec. +-1NG2.] 
That has a specified condition or state; (well-, 
better-, best-) conditioned. (Cf. FARRAND.) 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Frankl. T. 204 Oon of the beste farynge 
man onlyue, ¢1430 Syx Gener. (Roxb.) 4119 He is..a wel 
faring king. 1470-85 Matory Arthur vi. x, She thou3t 
she sawe neuer..a better farynge knyght. 1557 A. Arthur 
(Copland) vi. i, He hadde neuer seen. .so wel faryng a man. 
Faringee, var. of FERINGHER. 
+Faringly, adv. Obs. [f. prec. + -Ly 2.] Like 
one in a specified condition; in a (well-, ill-, etc.) 
conditioned manner. 

c1440 Partonope 6735 The Sowdan .. forth past Throw 
the Reynes wele faryngly. 1530 Patscr. 830/r All yll 
faryngly, tout mausadement. 

|| Farinha (far7n%4). Also 8 farina, and in 
anglicized form farine. [Pg. jfarinha:-L. 
farina ; see FARINA.] = CASSAVA 2. 

1726 SHELVOCKE Voy. round World 52 Boiling the water 
and soaking a quantity of this Farina in it. 1863 Bates 
Nat. Amazon 1. 28 Both are products of the same root, 
tapioca being the pure starch, and farinha the starch mixed 
with woody fibre. 1870 Dasent Ann. Eventful Life (ed. 4) 
i. 44 Salt-fish, and farine, and ale-wives, 1893 Act 56-7 
Vict. c. 88 Sched. I, An extraordinary quantity of manioc, 
or cassada, commonly called farinha. 
attrib. 1743 Butwxetey & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 170 
Two Bags of Farine Bread. 

[ad. L. fa- 


Farinose (fe:rindws), a. and sd. 
rinos-us ; see FARINOUS.] 

A. adj. Yielding farina; also Bot., Zool., and 
Path. (see quot. 1845). 


1727 Baiwey (vol, II), “arinose, full ofmeal, meally. 1845 
S. Patmer Pentaglot Dict., Farineux. farinose : an epithet 
employed to designate..2. in Botany and Zoology the parts, 
or organs, of Plants and of Insects which .. are sprinkled 
with a white powder, resembling farina: 3. in Pathology a 
species of herpetic eruption. 1856 Linpsay Brit. Lichens 
42 The soridia .. give it [a thallus] .. a farinose or mealy 
appearance, 

B. sb. Chem. 

1882 Vines Sach's Bot. 57 At every point of a starch grain 
both constituents occur together; if the granulose is 
extracted, the farinose remains behind as a skeleton, 

Hence Fa:rino'sely adv. 

1840 Paxton Bot, Dict., Farinosely-tomentose, covered 
with a mealy kind of down. 1847 in Craic. 

Farinous (ferinos), a, ? Obs. [ad. L. farinds-us, 
f. farina ; see FARINA and -ous. Cf. F. farineux.] 
a, Containing farina. b. Covered with a white 
mealy substance, 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Farinaceous or Farinous, mealy 
or full of meal, bemealed, beflowred. 1727 BrapLry 
Kam. Dict. s.v. Age, lf you are troubled with farinous or 
running Tetters. 1742 Loud. § Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 12 
The farinous Part loses a great deal of its essential Salts. 

Farinulent (farinizlent),a. LZnitom. [ad. L. 
Jarinulent-us, f. farina: see FaRINA and -ULENT.] 
‘Covered with minute dots resembling white or 
yellow powder, or with a fixed whitish powder on 
a dark surface’ (Cent. Dict.). 

|| Fario (feerijo). [L. fario salmon-trout.] (See 
quot. 1753.) 

[a 1672 WittuGHBy fcthyogr. 189 Ausonii atate maximi & 
seniores Salmones dicebantur, mediz magnitudinis & ztatis 
Sariones aut Fariones.] 1753 Cuampers Cycd. Supp., Fario 
in Zoology, a term for a salmon when about half-grown. 
1854 BapuAm //adieut. 7 They are all poached farios. 

Farish (farif),a. da/. Also farrish. [f. Far 
@.+-ISH.] Somewhat far. Only in phr. favish on. 

1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss., ‘We're getting farish on in 
years.’ 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Marrish on, advanced in 
years; also nearly intoxicated. 1877 NV. W. Linc. Gloss. 
s.v. Harish on. ‘He's farish on by this time; I should 
say he'll be i’ Lunnun by three o’clock.’ 

Farl (far), sb. Sc. Also 8 farle, 9 farrel. 
[Contraction for FarpEu sd.2] Originally, the 
fourth part of a thin cake made either of flour or 
oatmeal ; now applied to a cake of similar kind 
and size, whether quadrant-shaped or not. 

1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) 1. 91 Sowens, and farles, 
and Baps. 1787 Burns “oly Fair vii, An farls bak’d wi’ 
butter. 1830 Scorr Leg. Montrose iii, 1 have tasted no 

food since daybreak but a farl of oat-cake. 

+ Farl, v. Ods. In 7 farle. [Contraction for 
FarveE ; cf. FurL.] =FARDEL v. 

1622 FLercner & Massincer Sea Voyage 1. i, Farle up all 
her Linnery. 

+Farland, a. Sc. Obs. [f. Far a.+Lanp.] 
Coming from a distance ; foreign. 

@ 1595 Sir J. Maittann Admon, Mar 36 in Maitland 
Poems (1830) App. 125 Farland fules seime to haif fedderis 
fair, 1606 Birnie A7tvk-Buriall (1833) 33 Marchants.. 
whose vent was to furnish the far land Jewes. 

Farland, obs, form of ForELAND. 

Farleu (fa-iliz). Zaw. Also farley, farlieu. 
[Etymology unknown.] (See quot. 1670.) 

1670 Biounr Law Dict., Farley or Farleu. In the 
Mannor of West-slapton in Com. Devon, if any Tenant die 
possessed of a Cottage, by custome he must pay sixpence 
to the Lord for a farley which probably may be in liew ofa 
Heriot; for in some Mannors Westward, they difference 
Farleu as the best good from Heriot the best Beast. 1706 
in Puituirs (ed, Kersey), 1851 WV. § Q. 25 Oct. 317 Devon- 
shire leases for lives often reserve a money payment on the 
death of each life as a ‘heriot’ or ‘farlieu’. 

Farley, -i(e, -ik, -y(e: see Fury. 











76 


Farlot, var. of Frrior. 

+Farly, adv. Obs. [f. Fart -ty?.] 
a great extent or distance. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. 298 Farlee may we fownde and 
fare For myssyng of oure master Iesus, 1555 Aur. PARKER 
Ps. cvi, God sware unto them all that he would .. sparple 
them, as runnegates in countries farly wyde. 

+ Farm, sé.! Obs. Forms: 1 feorm (Vorthumd. 
feerm), 2 ferm, 3 south. veorme, 4 form, 5 farme. 
[OE. feorm str. fem. :—prehistoric *fermd. 

Not found outside Eng., and no satisfactory ‘Teut. etymo- 
logy has been proposed. On the assumption that the primary 
sense was ‘fixed portion of provisions, ration’, it would be 
admissible to regard the word as a. late L, fia, and so 
ultimately identical with Farm sé.2- In Domesday Book 
Jirma unius noctis is equivalent to anes nihtes feorme of 
quot. cx122 below; and mediaval Lat. writers in England 
used va in the sense of ‘banquet’. If the hypothesis of 
its Latin origin be correct, the word must have been adopted 
at avery early date: it occurs frequently in the oldest poetry. 
The derivative feormian to feed, is found in the Corpus 
Glossary a8oo (‘fovet, feormat, broedep’; the corresponding 
OHG. gloss. ‘/ormot, fofet’ in St. Gall. J7S. 913 may be 
derived from an OE. source, the vb. being otherwise un- 
known in OHG,] 

Food, provision; hence, a banquet, feast. 

.. Beowulf 451 No du ymb mines ne pearft lices feorme 
leng sorgian. agoo Charter xli. in O. &, Texts (1885) 449 
Hio forgifed fiftene pund for Sy de mon Sas feorme dy soel 
zeleste. c1000 Ags. Gosp, Matt. xxii. 4 Nu ic gegearwode 
mine feorme, mine fearras and mine fugelas synt ofslegne. 
c112zz O. E. Chron. (Peterborough) an. 777 Cudbriht geaf 
pone abbote .l. punde.. & ilca gear anes nihtes feorme. 


Far, to 


c1z00 Trin. Coll, Hom. 11 At ferme and at feste. cx1205 
Lay. 14426 Peet pe king makede ueorme swide store. 1387 


Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) VII. 217 3if he wolde come to his 
form he schulde have salt mete i-now. a@1500 Chaucer's 
Dreme 1752 This hasty farme had bene a feast. 

Farm (faim), 5.2. Forms: 3-7 ferm(e, (5 
feerme, fereme, 6 fearme), 5-7 farme, (8-9 
fist. ferm, pseudo-arch. feorm),6- farm. [a. F. 
Jerme:—med.L. firma fixed payment, f. firmare 
to fix, settle, confirm, f. firmus Firm a. (The 
med.L. word, by a different application of the 
etymological sense, means also ‘confirmation of 
a document, signature’; so Sp. and It. firma: 
see Firm s0.)] 

+1. A fixed yearly amount (whether in money or 
in kind) payable as rent, tax, or the like (as op- 
posed to a rent, tax, etc., of variable amount, ¢. 2. 
one calculated at a certain proportion of the 
produce). Also Rent and farm. Obs. 

a1400 in Lng. Gilds (1870) 350 Euerych gret hows in 
wham me workep be qwyltes, shal to be ferme v.s. by be 3ere. 
c1440 Promp. Parv, 156 Feerme, a rent, firma. c 1450 
Bk, Curtasye 596 in Babees Bk, (1868) 319 Of be resayuer 
speke wylle I, Pat fermys resayuys wytturly. 1463 Dury 
Wills (1850) 19, I wyl eche of hem alle haue iiijd. to 
drynkke whanne they pay her ferme. 1463 M. Paston in 
Paston Lett. No. 975 111. 431 They..haskyd hem rent and 
férme and they seydyn they had payed you. 1487 Churchw. 
Acc. Wigtoft, Lincolnshire (Nichols 1797) 84 Robert Peby 
oweth for ferme of a salt-panne of 16 stone of lede 1s, 2d. 
1527 Bury Wills (1850) 118 The yearlie ffearme of iij acres 
londe. 1552 App. HAmiLton Catech, (1884) 11 Takaris of 
ouir mekil mail or farme to the herschipe of the tenentis. 1642 
Perxins Prof Bk, xi. § 751. 329 Ifa man be bounden unto 
1s. in 100% to grant unto him the rent and farme of such a 
mill. 1700 ‘Vyrretu //ist. Eng. U1. 814 All.. Tythings 
shall stand at the old Farm, without any Increase. 1767 

BLACKSTONE Comz, I. 320 The most usual and customary 
feorm or rent..must be reserved yearly on such lease. 

2. A fixed yearly sum accepted from a person as 
a composition for taxes or other moneys which he 
is empowered to collect; also, a fixed charge im- 
posed on a town, county, etc., in respect of a tax 
or taxes to be collected within its limits, Cf. 
Farm v. Obs. exc. Hist. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Prol. 252 b (Hengwrt) He was the beste 
beggere of his hous: [And yaf a certeyn ferme for the 
graunt]). 1565 4cf8 Ediz. c. 12 § 1 The said Aulneger .. 
standeth charged with the Payment of a great annual Farm 
to the Queens Majesty for the said Aulnege. 1647 N. 
Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1, \xvii. (1739) 172 The King.. 
raised the values of the Farm of Counties granted to the 
Sheriffs. @1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) 11. 184 He got 
undertakers to offer at a farm of the whole revenue. 1861 
Rirey Liber Albus 39 One half of the ferm of the City due 
to the King. 1876 Freeman Norm. Cong. V. xxiv. 439 
He [the Sheriff] paid into the Exchequer the fixed yearly 
sum which formed the farm of the shire. 

b. The letting-out of public revenue to a 


‘farmer’; the privilege of farming a tax or taxes. 
Obs. exc. Hist. 

1667 Prrys Diary 3 Aug., I find them mighty hot .. 
against the present farm of the Customes. 1765 SMOLLETT 
Trav. (1766) II. ee [The French King] has the revenue of 
the farms. 1825 T. Jerrerson Axtodiog. Wks. 1859 I. 86 
The oppressions of the tithes, the tailles, the corvees, the 
gabelles, the farms and the barriers. 1885 Epwarps in 
LEncycl, Brit. (ed. 9) XIX. 580 The first farm of postal 
income was made in 1672. / 

c. The body of farmers of public revenues. 

1786 ‘IT. Jerrerson Wit. (2859) T. 547 A late contract by 
the Farm has [etc.]. /é/d. 568 They despair of a suppression 
of the Farm. 

3. In certain phrases, senses I and 2 pass into 
the sense: The condition of being let at a fixed 
rent; now only with reference to revenue, the con- 
dition of being ‘farmed out’. + dé, ix farm ; to 





FARM. 


have, hold, let, put, set, take, etc., tt, out or 
+ forth to, to farm. Cf. med.L. ad firmam, 
accipere, rectpere, commiuttere, locare. 

1z97 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 7773 He sette is tounes & is 
londes to ferme wel vaste. /dd. 8566 Hor londes & hor 
rentes pe king huld in is honde & ober wile to ferme tok. 
1303 R. Brunne Hazdl, Syune 2409 3yf pou haue a pyng 
yn ferme. 1377 Lanot. 2. Pd. B. xvi. 16 Liberwm arbi- 
¢rtum hath pe londe to ferme, 1432-50 tr. //7gden (Rolls) 
VII. 433 Venerable Anselme .. deposed mony abbottes and 
putte peire places to ferme. 1439 £2. L. Wills (1882) 115 
The wich I hold to ferme of the mayster and couent. ¢1440 
Promp. Parv. 157 Yermyn or take a pynge to ferme, 
Jirmo, vel ad firmam accip~io. c1461 Paston Lett. No. 
432 IL. 79, I must selle or lete to ferme all that I have. 1523 
Firzuers. Surv. 9 So dothe y® profyte ryse to the lordes, 
wheder they go by way of improuement or set to ferme. 
1524 Churchw. Acc. St. Giles, Reading 20 In rents at 
ferme. 1557 Haxtuyr Voy. (1599) I. 314 A Cursemay, 
which the Emperour sometime letteth out to farme. 1568 
Grarton Chron. II, 126 Quene Hithe taken of the king in 
farme. 1602 FuLtpecke Pandectes 73 ‘The Publicanes had 
Salt in farme. @ 1618 Rateicu Rem. (1644) 83 Letting the 
Realm to farm to mean persons. 1660 MARVELL Cor?, xiii. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 41 The Excise we hear is to be lett to farme 
1709 J. Jounson Clergym. Vade M. 1. (1731) 141 That no 
bishop, clergyman, or monk, do take to farm any estate or 
office. 1776 Apam Smitu HW’, XN. v. ii. (1869) Il. 501 Taxes 
upon consumable commodities..may be let in farm for a 
rent certain, 1785 Burke Sf. Nabob Arcot’s Debts Wks. 
IV. 273 Districts which were in a condition to be let to 
farm. 1844 H. H. Witson Brit. /ndia I. 383 The lease of 
a district in farm, 1845 M¢Cutiocu 7a-ration Introd. (1852) 
30 Government may let them in farm for a rent certain. 

Jig. 1554 Latimer Serm. §& Rem. (1845) 274 Your learning 
is let out to farm. ‘ 

b. in the operative words of a lease. 

1765 Act 5 Geo. II], c. 26 Preamb., His late Majesty .. 
did. .demise, lease, and to farm-lett..all those houses. 1818 
Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 1V. 68 The words demise, lease, and 
to farm let, are the proper ones to constitute a lease. 

+4. A lease. Obs. 

axzsoo Fragmenta Collecta c. 24 in Sc. Stat. 1. 369 It is 
well lefful till him till giff or to sell his ferm to quham 
soeuer he likis. 1596 Spenser State /reZ. (1633) 58 It is a 
great willfullnes in any such Land-lord to refuse to make 
any longer farmes unto their Tenants. 1647 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. xxxi. (1739) 47 Hence the Leases so 
made were called Feormes or Farmes, 

5. Originally, a tract of land held on lease for 
the purpose of cultivation; in mod. use often 
applied without respect to the nature of the tenure, 
Sometimes qualified by sb. prefixed, as dairy-, 
grass-, poultry-farm. 

1523 Firzners. //usd. § 123 Though a man .. shall haue 
hys farme .xx. yeres. 1553 N. Grimatp tr. Cicero's Duties 
135 b, If they who offer to sell a good farme [L. wz@/a], etc. 
1579 Rastett Expos. Terms Law 91 larme or ferme is 
the chiefe mesuage in a village or towne..vsed to be let 
for terme of lyfe, yeares, or at will, x16xz Bis_e AZait. 
xxii. 5 But they .. went their wayes, one to his farme, 
another to his merchandize. 1667 Mitton 2. ZL. 1x. 448 
‘The pleasant Villages and Farmes. 1737 Pore Hor. Epist. 
ul. ii, 259 There mingled farms and pyramids appear. 1817 
W. Setwyn Law WNisi Prius (ed. 4) Il. 676 Proceeding 
by ejectment to turn him out of the farm, 1874 GREEN 
Short Hist. ix. 693 Vhe farms of Lothian have become 
models of agricultural skill. 

6. A farm-house. 

1596 SrensER J’. Q. 1v. iv. 35 As when two greedy Wolves 
doe breake by force Into an heard, farre from the husband 
farme. 1598 Haxtuyr Voy, I. 577 Farmes or granges 
which conteine chambers in them. 1600 Hottanp Livy 
vu. xiii, 1401 zote, Neere unto this causey Cesar had 
a ferme or mannor house. Zod. Mr. Smith lives at the 
White Farm at the end of the village. 

7. A place where children are ‘ farmed’, 

1869 Greenwoop Curses Lond. iii. 45 There can be no 
question that he has a better chance..than..at the ‘farm.’ 

8. slang. The prison infirmary. Zo fetch the 
Jarm=to be ordered infirmary diet and treatment. 
Cf. farmery, FERMERY. 

9. attrib. and Comb. a. Simple attributive (sense 
5), as farm-barliff, -boy, -building, + -carle, -gate, 
-holding, -labour, -labourer, -produce, -rent, -ser- 
vant, -stock, -work, etc. 

1551 Kichmond. Wills (Surtees) 72 My..wyfe..shali have 
full enterest in all suche fermeholding as I have in ferme and 
occupation at this daye. 1655 Sir E. Nicuoras in NV, Papers 
(Camden) II. 349 The most revenue being farme rents. 1818 
Cossetr Pol. Reg. XXXIII. 170 The low price of farm 
produce, 1825 Loupon ZLucycl. Agric. § 7064 Farm-servants 
lin Angus] live chiefly on oatmeal. 71842 LANcE Cottage 
Farmer 26 The decided advantages of employing oxen in 
general farm work. 1845 Hirst Poems 77 The farm boy 
with his shining spade. 1859 W, Cot.ins Q. of Hearts (1875) 
44 The Farm-lands stretched down gently into a beautiful 
rich valley. 1860 G. E. Srreer in Archaeol. Cantiana 
III. 99 xote, The farm-buildings near the church, 1875 W. 
MeItwraitn Guide Wigtownshire 132 Some of the villagers 
are ..farm labourers, 1890 Daily News 31 Jan. 5/5 The 
need for some farm-labour training on the part of the 
emigrants. x89x Atkinson Last of Giant Killers 86 The 
farm-carle had been gone a long time. 

b. Special comb,: farm-court=FARM-YARD ; 
farm-crossing, a railway-crossing from one part 
of a farm to another ; + farm-dish, a fixed quantity 
of ore payable as rent for copper mines; cf. ¢o//- 
dish; farm-furrowed a., nonce-wd., cut up into 
farms; farm-hand, any person that works on a 
farm; farm-instructor, a teacher of agriculture; 
farm-meal, Sc., meal given in payment of rent; 


FARM. 


farm-office, usually Z/., the out-buildings on a 
farm; ‘+ farm-place=F arm 50. 6; farm-room, 
?a rented room or a leasehold; farm-stock, the 
cattle, etc., implements, and produce of a farm; 
farm-stocking, the cattle on a farm; farm- 
store = farm-produce. Also FaAnM-HoLD, Farm- 
HOUSE, FARM-STEAD, FARM-STHADING, FARM-YARD. 

1860 Miss Yonce Stokesley Secret xiv. (1881) 329 He 
could look down into the *farm-court. 1858 REDFIELD 
Law of Railways (1869) I. 488 Cattle-guards at *farm- 
crossings. 1713 Lond. Gaz. No. 5141/4 ‘To treat about 
further Setts of the same [Copper-Works] for Years at a 
Toll or *Farm-Dish. 1857 Emerson Poems, Monadnoc 332 
This. .*Farm-furrowed, town-incrusted sphere. 1884 S. E. 
Dawson Hanadbk. Canada g *Farm-instructors are ap- 
pointed to teach the Indian adults. .to till their lands. 18x 
G Keitu Agric. Aberdeenshire vii. § 4. 244 Before 
1782, the *farm meal was commonly paid of this inferior 
oats, 1807S1r R.C. Hoare Your in Ireland 55 They have 
convenient *farm-offices for their cattle. 1825 Loupon 
Encycl. Agric. § 7039 The farm-offices .. consisting of a 
barn, cow and ox sheds and hog-sties. 1526 TINDALE 
Matt, xxii. 5 They .. went their wayes: won to his *ferme 
place. 1650 S. Crarxe Eccl. Hist. (1654) 1. 6 He was 
persuaded to betake himself to a certain Farm-place. 1633 
Rurnerrorp Left, xxvi. (1848) 54 An inheritance in this 
world (God forgive me, that I should honour it with the 
name of an inheritance, it is rather a *farm-room), 1860 
A. Morris in Borthwick Amer. Reader 78 Exclusive of 
*farm-stock. 1828-40 TytLer Hist, Scot. (1864) I. 230 
The chamberlain should ., levy an annual tax upon the 
crops and *farm-stocking. 1848 CLouGH Bothie ix. 93 
Market-carts ., bringing in.. Flower, fruit, *farm-store. 

Farm, v.! Os. exc. dial, Forms: 1 feormian, 
2 fermien, 5-7 ferm(e, (4 feerm), 7- farm. 
[OE. feormian, of unknown etymology; cf. OHG. 
afermt ‘squalor’ (Ahd, Glossen I. 177).] trans. 
To cleanse, empty, purge. 

c1000 Ags, Gosf. Luke iii. 17 He feormad his bernes flore. 
1382 Wyciir 1 Kivgs x. 2 Thow shalt fynde two men 
byside the sepulcre of Rachel .. feermynge greet dichis. 
1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) Il. 44 Haue we not to..ferme the 
dikes. 1440 J. Suirtey Dethe K. Yames (1818) 16 To clense 
and ferme the said privay. 1530 Patscr. 548/r, 1 fermeasiege 
or privy, Fescure. 1608 Armin Nest Nin. (1842) 30 The 
fellow sat a long houre farming his mouth. 1881 Oxford 
Gloss, Supp. s.v., ‘Farm out th’ ’en-us 651 ee?’ 

Farm (faim), v.2 Forms: 5-7 ferme, 6-7 
farme, 7- farm. [f. Farm 50.2] 

1, trans. To take or hold for a term at a fixed 
payment. +a. To rent (land, etc.), Ods. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 157 Fermyn, or take a bynge to 
ferme. 1530 Parser. 548/1, I haue fermed his house and 
al the lande he hath in this towne, say prins a ferme [etc.]. 
1602 Suaxs. //avz, ww. iv. 20 (Qo.) To gain a little patch of 
ground..To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm it. 1695 
Br. Patrick Comm, Gen. 259 Abram .. farmed .. some 
ground of them, 1703 MaunprELL Yourn, Perus. (1721) 
Add, 10 The Valley is farm’d of the Grand Signior at 1200 
Dollars per Annum. 

Jig. absol. 164% Mitton Prel. Episc. (1851) 88 To betake 
them. .to..that..overgrowne Covert of antiquity thinking 
to farme there at large roome. 

b. To take the fees, proceeds, or profits of (an 
office, tax, etc.) on payment of a fixed sum. 

1569 J. Parkuurst /772ctions, None of you shall ferme 
one cure .. within this Dioces. 1606 HoLranp Sweton. 
Annot. 12 These Publicanes, so called for that they fermed 
their Cities revenewes, 1639 Futter Holy War v. xxvii. 
(1647) 276 The Guardian farmeth the Sepulchre of the Turk 
ata yearly rent, 1667 Pepys Diary (1879) 1V. 427 The two 
women that farm the well. 1738 Jounson Loudon 58 Let 
such... Collect a tax, or farm a lottery. 186 M. Patrison 
Ess. (1889) I. 4x The Tidemann farmed .. the tin-mines 
belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall. 

transf. 1888 Daily News 19 Sept. 3/t Colonel Mapleson 
-.as he could get no one to farm him... had.. to farm 
others, and he became an impresario, 

2. To let to another during a specified term on 
condition of receiving a specified payment. Also, 
To farm out. 

a. To lease or let (land) to a tenant. Now rare. 

1593 Suaxs. Wich. JJ, 1. iv. 45 We are inforc’d to farme 
our royall Realme. 1695 Krennerr Par. Antig. Pref. 3 
The Lands were farm’d out for near the fufl Rent in 
money. 1721 Strype /ccl, Mem. II. iii. 264 To raise 
money for the King, by farming out his lands, 1847 James 
Convict vi, Is not the land you cultivate your own, as much 
or more than his that he farms to others? 

b. To lease or let the proceeds or profits of 
(customs, taxes, tithes, an undertaking) for a fixed 
payment. 

160z 27d Pt. Return fr. Parnass. wu. i, (Arb.) 35 My 
promise for farming my tithes at such a rate. 1672 Prtry 
Pol, Anat. 362 The customs .. yielded anno 1657, under 
rz000/. but was farmed anno 1658, for above thrice that 
sum. @1704 T, Brown Two Oxford Scholars Wks. 1730 

. 9 If I be minded'to farm out my T'ythes. 1817 CoLeripGE 
Biog. Lit. 274 ‘The concern should be farmed to some 
responsible individual, 1845 MeCuttocu Ya-xation Introd. 
(1852) 31 Any attempt to farm taxes on income .. would 
excite the most violent clamour. 1879 Farrar St. Paul 
(1883) 249 Augustus had farmed the copper-mines to Herod 
the Great. 

e. To let the labour of (cattle, persons) for 


hire. 

1607 TorsELL Four-/, Beasts (1658) 55 Other buy Kie to 
farme them out to other. 1777 Roperrson //7st. Amer. 
(1778) I. ur. 182 They farmed out the Indians. 1783 
Burxe Sf. Fox's L. India Bill Wks, IV. 83 They have.. 
continued to farm their subjects. .to that very nabob. 

transf. 1790 Boswett in Mad, D’Arblay's Diary Oct., 
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I would farm you out myself for double, treble the 
money ! 

3. To contract for the maintenance and care of 
(persons, an institution, etc.) at a stipulated price, 
Also Zo farm out. 

1666 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 100 A proposal made hereto- 
fore to farm the Navy. 1773 Observ. State Poor 39 The 
patrons of the practice of farming workhouses. 179% 
Bentuam Panofpt. 1, 82 Oh, but this contract-plan—it’s 
like farming the poor. 1838 Dickens O. Twiés¢ (1850) 3/1 
The parish authorities .. resolved, that Oliver should be 
‘farmed’, 1862 W. W. Story Roba di R. iii. (18€4) 34 
The support of these .. criminal slaves is farmed out .. to 
some responsible person at the lowest rate that is offered. 

4. To cultivate, till. 

1806 Gazetteer Scot. (ed. 2) 88 Many of the proprietors 
farm their own estates, 1841 Expuinstone Hist. (1d. II. 
179 He farmed a small spot of land belonging to a Bramin 
astrologer. 1846 MeCuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) 1. 
557 The different degrees of skill and economy with which 
they are farmed. 

5. ztr. To follow the occupation of a farmer ; 
to till the soil. « 

1719 De For Crusoe (1840) II. i. 6, I farmed upon my own 
land. 1807 Crasse Village 1. 40 Fields and flocks have 
charms For him that gazes, or for him that farms. 

Hence Farmed /f/. a. 

1888 Daily News 11 Dec. 4/6 A drop of 14 per cent. had 
occurred in labourers’ wages over the farmed surface of 
England. 1889 J/ézd. 25 Nov. 5/3 ‘he survivor of the 
farmed children. 

+ Fa'rmable, a. Ovs. Also 7 farmeable. [f. 
prec. +-ABLE,] ‘That may be farmed or leased. 

1611 CotGr., Affermable..farmeable, leasable, lettable. 
1727-36 in Baitey. 1775 in Asn. 

armacie, -y, obs. forms of PHARMACY. 

+Fa'rmage. Ols. Also 7 fermage. [a. F. 
JSermage: see Farm sb. and -acn.] a. Thesystem 
of farming taxes, tithes, etc. b. Leasehold tenure. 
To let in farmage: to let on lease. ©. see quot. 
1611. d. Cost of cultivation. 

1528 Roy Rede me (Arb.) 102 They do by farmage Brynge 
the londe into a rearage. 1530 Proper Dyaloge (1863) 12 
Which to gentillmen they let in farmage. x161r CorTcr., 
Frermage, farmage: the profit made of, reuenue comming 
in by, afarme. 1650 ELpERFIELD 7'yihes 123 It seems they 
were willing to deduct the charge of the Fermage before 
they marked the Tythes. 

+ Farme, sd. [prob. dial. var. of Form] A 
‘shape’ for a pudding. 

1623 Markuam Country. Content. u. 1. ii. 68 Then put 
thereto at least eight yelks of Egges, a little Pepper, Cloves, 
Mace [etc.]..and then fill it vp in the Farmes according to the 
order of good housewiferie. dd. 69 When all is mixt 
well together. .fill it into the farmes, 


+ Fa‘rmer |, Ods. Forms: 5 fyrmar, 6 fermer, 
fermourer, [f. Farm v1 + -rr1l.] One who 
cleanses or purifies. In comb. gong-farmer, Obs. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 203 Goonge fyrmar [v.7~. gonge- 
fowar], cloacarius. c1§15 Cocke Lorell's B. (Percy Soc.) 3 
Than came a gonge fermourer, Other wyse called a masser 
scourer. did, 11 Stynkynge gonge fermers. 

Farmer ? (fa1mo1). Forms: 4-7 fermour(e, 
(5 fermowre), 5 farmor, 5-7 fermer, -or, 6 
farmar, -our, fermar, 6—- farmer. Also 6-7 Sv. 
Frermorer. [a. AF. fermer (Britton), F. fermier 
:—med.L. firmarius, f. firma; see Farm sb.2 Now 
usually apprehended as agent-n, f. FarM v.2 + -ER1; 
some mod, uses may be properly regarded as be- 
longing to this formation and not to the older word. 

In the early recorded forms the suffix -ev has been replaced 
by -our, so that the word apparently corresponds to the 
synonymous med. L. frvmdtor, one who takes something on 
lease (Du Cange), agent-n. f. 77xiare in sense to contract 
for, become responsible for.] 

1. One who undertakes the collection of taxes, 
revenues, etc., paying a fixed sum for the pro- 
ceeds. 

¢ 1385 Cuaucer ZL. G. W. Prol. 358 Hym oughte nat be 
..crewel As is a fermour to don the harm he can. 1420 
E. E. Wills (1882) 52 My goodez that is..in be fermors 
handes off my rent. 1491 Act 7 Hex. VII, c.14 ‘The Bailly 
fermour or receivour..for the tyme of the seid Kyng. 1569 
J. Parkuursr Jujunctions, No Parson Vicar, propriatorie 
or fermer of any benefice, doe [etc.]. 1587 FLeminc Contn. 
Holinshed \11,1539/1 Thomas Smith. .farmer of hirmajesties 
customs inwards. 1641 Art. linpeachm. Bp. M. Wren in 
Rushw. “7st. Col?. (1692) ut. I. 354 He.. sold .. the profits 
of his Primary Visitation..and for the better benefit of the 
Farmer, set forth a Book, 1642 Prerins Prof, Bk, i. § 5.3 
If a Monke bee farmour unto the Kings Majestie. 1659 
B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 205 Questioning the 
Farmers of the Custom-house, for levying Tunnage and 
Poundage. 1706 ‘T, Hearne Collect, 16 Feb., The Priests 
and Tyth Farmers. 1719 W. Woop Surv. Trade 114 
These Commodities being under Monopolies in France, the 
Farmers of them took [etc.]. 1788 Priesttey Lect. Hist. 
vy. lxiil. 508 Taxes are raised..by means of farmers who 
advance the money as it is wanted. 1838-4z ArNnoLp 
Hist. Rome V1. xlit. 57 He might go out as a farmer of 
the taxes to Sicily. 1864 H. Ainswortu Yohn Law 1. v. 
98 Contractors, speculators, farmers of revenues, and others. 

b. A@ining. The lessee of ‘ the lot and cope of 


the king’ (see Corn sd. 3). 

1653 Mantove Lead Mines 3 Then one half meer at 
either end is due And to the Lord or Farmers doth accrew. 
Ibid. 5 See that right be done..Both to the Lord, and 
Farmers, on the Mine. 

ce. The lessee of a government monopoly. 
1662 J. Davies Voy. Ambass. 194 The King of Persia 














FARMERISH. 


farms out the fishing ..which brings him in .. many times 
more than the Farmers make thereof. 

+ 2. gen. One who rents or has a lease of any- 
thing ; a lessee. Ods. 

1523 Act 14-5 Hen. VIII, c. 13 Every owner, fermer, and 
occupier of the said weres. 

3. spec. One who rents land for the purpose of 
cultivation ; = denant farmer. Now chiefly as 
a contextual application of 5. 

1487 Act 4 Hen. VIJ, c. 16 The Occupier and Fermer 
of them. .to be discharged against his Lessor of the Rent. 
1523 Firzuers. //usd, § 123'lhough a man be but a farmer, 
and shall haue hys farme .xx. yeres. 1577 Harrison 
England u, v. (1877) 1. 133 The yeomen are for the most 
part farmers to gentlemen. 

+4. One who cultivates land for the owner; a 
bailiff, steward. Ods. 

1382 Wyciir Luke xvi. 1 Ther was sum riche man, that 
hadde a fermour, ethir a baily. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de 
W.. 1531) 281 They shall haue y* kyngdome of heuen, not 
as baylyes or fermers, but as possessyoners. 1579 LyLy 
Euphues (Arb.) 145 Architas..sent for his farmour, vnto 
whome hee sayde, if I [etc.]. 1580 Barer Adv. F 146 Fer- 
mer, or gouernour of a ferme, vidlicus. 

5. One who cultivates a farm, whether as tenant 
or owner; one who ‘farms’ land, or makes agri- 
culture his occupation. 

1599 IT. M[ouret] Sz/kwormes Ded., Meaner Theams 
beseeme a Farmers quill. 1647 CLARENDON Hist, Red, 1. 
(1843) 40/2 Many gentlemen and farmers, had..good farms 
..of their own inheritance. 1666 Woop Zz (Oxf. Hist, 
Soc.) II. 86 Many fermers broke..corne being soe cheap. 
1771 SMotiett //umph. Cl. 11.18 July, I eat like a farmer. 
1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 15 The general 
experience of farmers had long before convinced the un- 
prejudiced. 1849 CospeNn Sfeeches 2 We appear here as 
the farmers friends. 

b. dial. The eldest son of the occupier of a farm. 

a1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia s.v., One labourer would 

ask another, ‘ Did my master set out that job?’ And would 
be answered, ‘ No, my master didn’t, but the farmer did’. 

6. One who undertakes to perform (a specified 
work or service) at a fixed price. 

1865 Morn. Star 26 June, It might be the interest of the 
farmer [of the permanent way] to starve the repairs .. as 
much as possible. 

b. One who undertakes the charge of children 


for a fixed sum, Usually baby-farmer. 

1838 Dickens O. Twist (1850) 83/r ‘It’s very much 
blotted, sir’, said the farmer of infants. 1869 GreENwoop 
Seven Cuzses Lond. iii. 45 It is to the ‘farmers’ ’ interest 
..to keep down their expenditure in the nursery. 7d. iii. 
57 Anyone however ignorant..may start as a baby farmer. 

7. slang. @. An alderman. 

1848 DuncomBE Sizks of Lond. Gloss. 
Vocabulunt s.v. (Farmer). 

b. A hare (Kent). 

8. Comb. a. Simple attributive, as farmer-cont- 
monwealth, -proprictary. 'b. Similative, as farmer- 
like, farmer-looking adjs. 

1851 Literary Gaz. 27 Dec. 924/3 His burly form and 
uncouth, farmer-looking appearance. 1868 Bricut in Star 
14 Mar., Would it not be possible..to establish to some 
extent..a farmer proprietary throughout the country? 1874 
Green Short Hist. i. 3 Each little-farmer-commonwealth 
was girt in byits own border. 1891 Dazly News 10 Sept. 2/1 
A field whose profusion of weeds would have sorely exercised 
the farmer-like soul of Mr. Poyser. 

Farmerage (fa‘amorédz). sonce-wd. [f. Far- 
MER? +-AGE.] The body of farmers collectively. 

1828 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. ut. (1863) 493 The whole 
farmerage and shopkeepery of the place, with a goodly pro- 
portion of wives and daughters, came pouring in apace. 

Farmeress (famorés). [f. FARMER 2 +-5ss.] 
a. A woman who farms land. b. A farmer’s wife. 

1672 Evetyn Afem. (1857) II. 80 A gallant widow brought 
up a farmeress. 1792 A. YounG Tyvav. France 171 She 
was an excellent farmeress. 1870 Miss Broucuton Red 
as Rose 1. 265 The farmeresses and yeomen’s wives of the 
Melford district. . P 

Farmer-general. [tr. F. fermier-général.] 
One who, under the old French monarchy, ‘ farmed’ 
the taxes of a particular district. 

71x Fr, Bh. of Rates 126 The said Farmer-General, or 
his Clarks. 1768 Sterne Sent. Fourn. (1778) II. 159 Paris, 
The farmer-general was just as inquisitive about our taxes. 
182r ‘I’. Jerrerson 4 xtodiog. Writings I. 90 A mitigation of 
the monopolies of our tobacco by the Farmers-general. 

tranusf. 1790 Mav. D’Arsiay Diary Oct., I am no 
farmer-general, 1892 Daily News 28 Apr. 5/1 The right to 
sell programmes at 6d. is farmed out ., and the farmer is 
often a farmer-general whose privilege includes a whole 
batch of theatres. ; 

Farmerhood (fa:umosjhud). [See -Hoop.] The 
state of being a farmer. 

1890 Times 19 June 9/3 A man..cannot glide into com- 
plete farmerhood by the easy and imperceptible gradations 
which the Committee seem to contemplate. , 

Farmering (faimoriy), vd/. ies gett |i 
Farmer 2+-1nG1l.] The business of a farmer. 

1888 in Etwortny W, Somerset Word-bk.. Farmering, 
farming as a pursuit. d 

Farmering (fa‘smariy), 77. a. [f. as prec. + 
-1nG 2,] Engaged in the occupation of a farmer. 

1883 C. Reape in Harper's Mag. June 96/1 A farmering 
man wants to have four eyes. 

Farmerish (faaimorif), a. [f. as prec. + -IsH.] 
Somewhat resembling a farmer. 

1882 J. S. Lrovp We Costelions I. ix. 49 There was one 
farmerish looking lad. 


1859 MArTSELL | 


FARMERLY. 


+Farmerly, ¢z. Ovs. [f. as prec. + -Ly1.] 
Like a farmer. 

a 1674 Ciarenvon //ist. Reb. 1x. (1703) Il. 513 Some 
Farmerly Men..which had good reputations of affection .. 
to the King’s Service. 1727 in Baitey vol. II. 1793 W. Jones 
(of Nayland) Let. Fohn Bull, Esg.2 Thomas Bull is a plain 
farmerly man, given up to the business of his calling. 

+Fa'rmership. Ods. [f. as prec. + -su1P.] 
The state or occupation of being a farmer, or 


steward ; stewardship. 

151 Upatt, etc. Evasm. Par. Acts ii, The lucky first 
fruites that. the Ghospel brought forth for his rent and 
fermership. 1624 Grr Jot out of Snare 85 Giue an 
account of thy Farmer-ship. 

Farmery (faumori), sd. [f. Farm sd. + -ry.] 

1. The buildings, yards, etc, belonging to a 
farm. 

1656 S. Hottann Don Zara(1719) 8 The first thing there- 
fore debated on by our Don was (ag an Inquisitor) what 
food the Farmery afforded. 1787 W. Marsuaty Norfolk I. 
81 The farmeries of Norfolk are..large and convenient. 
x851 J. J. Mecut 2nd Paper Brit. Agric. 30 Our present 
ill-arranged farmeries. 1891 Daily News 2 July 8/1 
A farmery and three cottages. 

2. =FArMING 2. 

r80r W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. X11. 579 A rustic and 
rusticating fashion for farmery. 1 

Farmery, « [f Farmer?+-y3.] | Farmer- 
like. 

1861 THornpury Zurner I. 312 Makes his cheese with 
farmery care. 

Farmery, var. of FErMERY, Ods. 

Farmhold (fa-amhould). [f. Farm 50.2 + Honp 
sb.] A quantity of land held and cultivated as a 


farm. 

1449 Plumpion Corr. 68 He thinks to have the farm- 
hould for 2vij*. viii’, in one yeare; but he shall not. 1504 
Plumpton Cor. 184, 1 will not lett Tho. Croft wife. .occupie 
her fermeald. 1567 IWid/s § Inv. N. C. (Surtees) I. 275, 1 
geue to my wyf Agness..the leas of my fremhold during 
hir lyf naturall. 1628 Coxe Littleton 5a, A fearme is 
called in Lancashire a fermeholt. 1774 T. Wesr Axtzg. 
Furness (1805) 151 Grants, fermholds, annuities, corridies. 
1882 G. Ornspy York 27 Under a corrupted form it [the 
name Jacobi villa] probably still survives in the appellation 
of a farmhold. 

Fa:rm-hou'se. [f. Farmsd.2+Housz.] The 
chief dwelling house attached to a farm. 

In this word and Farm-yarp the Dicts, mark the principal 
stress on the first syllable; but in England this pronuncia- 
tion is unusual, exc. when the word is attrib. 

1598 Suaxs, Merry Wu. iii. ot, 1 will bring thee where 
Mistris Anne Page is, at a Farm-house a Feasting. 1603 
B. Jonson Sejanus iv. i, Tiberius sitting at his meat, In a 
farm-house they call Spelunca. 1711 ‘T. Hearne Cod/ect. 
(Oxf, Hist. Soc.) III. 103 The great Farm-House call’d 
Chilswell Farm. 18z0 W. Irvine Sketch Bk. (1859) 46 
Every antique farm-house .. is a picture. 1879 JEFFERIES 
Wild Life in S.C, 142 The farm-house garden. 

Farming (faimin), vJ/. sd. [f. Farm v.2 + 


-InG!.] The action of the vb. Farm. 


1. The action or system of farming (out) or letting 


out to farm (the revenue, etc.). 

sgt Percivatt Sp. Dict., Arrendamicnto, \etting, 
ferming. 1672 Perry Pol. Anat. 360 This and other 
practices of farming..hath been a great trade in Ireland. 
1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. XII. 121 The farming out of 
the defence of a country..could have no real object but to 
enrich the contractor at the Company's expense. 1845 
M°Cuttocw Taxation Introd. (1852) 3x Bentham. .has en- 
deavoured to show that farming is in every case the 
preferable mode of collection. 1877 DowpENn Shaks. Prim. 
vi. 88 His farming of the realm. 

2. The business of cultivating land, raising stock, 
etc.; agriculture, husbandry. 

1733 W. Exuis (¢z¢/e), Chiltern and Vale Farming ex- 
plained. 1767 A. Younc Farmers Lett. People 294 When 
I am told that farming answers to gentlemen .. I never 
believe it, 1819 Edin. Rev. XXXII. 464 Capital. .expended 
on what is called high farming. 1878 Jevons Primer Pol. 
Econ. 90 As agriculture becomes more a science, farming 
will require greater skill. 

3. attrib. and Comb. Simple attributive (sense 1), 
as farming-system ; (sense 2), as farming-country, 
-interest, -land, -life, -operation, -plan, -regulation ; 
farming-office = farm-office ; farming-stock, the 
live stock and produce of a farm, 

a1764 Lioyp Spirit Contradiction Poet. Wks. 1774 II. 
144 Friend Jerkin. .rented, on the farming plan Grounds at 
much greater sums fer ann. 1776 ADAM Situ W. N. 1. 
xi. (1869) I. 152 The ordinary profits of farming-stock in the 
neighbourhood. 1792 A. Younc 7vav. France 131 A very 
-.commodious house, with farming-offices, on the most 
ample and solid scale. 1799 Morning Post in Spirit Publ. 
Fruls, (1800) III, 10 Any Prolene or farming-regulations. 
1828-40 TytLer Hist. Scot. (1864) I. 240 xote, The farming 
operations of ploughing and harrowing. 1845 McCutLocu 
Taxation u,iv.(1852) 202 The farming interest was far more 
depressed after the peace. 1872 Raymonp Statist. Mines 
& Mining 287 Large areas of farming and garden land. 

Farming (fa-1min), //. a. [f. as prec, + -ING 2.] 
That farms, in senses of the vb. 

1551 Epw. VI. Disc. Ref Abuses in Lit. Rem. (Roxb.) 
II. 482 ‘True gentlemen (I meane not theis ferming gentle- 
men, nor clarking knightes), 1885 Epwarps in Lucycd, 
Brit, (ed. 2) XIX. 580 It put a board of postmasters in 
room of a farming postmaster-general. 

Farmlet (famlét). rare. [f. Farm sd.2 + -Ler.] 
A little farm. 

1881 Athenxum g Apr. 490/2 They retire from business, 
buy a farmlet..and resolve to live happily ever after. 
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+ Farmost, a. Obs. [f. Far +-mosr; irreg. 
superlative of Far.] Farthest ; most remote. 

1618 Boiron Florus 11. v. 179 From off ..the farmost 
watch-towre of the Northerne world. 1700 DrypEN Szgis- 
monda & Guiscardo 264 Within the farmost entrance of 
the Grot. z 

Farm-stead (faimjsted). [f. Farm 50.2 + 
Sreap.] A farm with the buildings upon it, a 
homestead. Also a¢trid. 

1807 G. Cuatmers Caledonia J. 11. vii. 401 node, A farm- 
stead, named Camus-ton. 1870 Ramsay ewzin. v1. (ed, 18) 
203 Mr. Dunlop... passed a farm-stead, 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. V1. 1. 88 ‘The raven hanging o’er the farm- 
stead gate, : iy ’ 

Farm-steading (fa-umjste:diy). [f. as prec. + 
-InG1,] =prec. ’ . 

1839 Penny Cycl. XV. 507/1 It [a kind of rat] establishes 
colonies in farm-steadings. 1873 SmiLes /7wguenots Ir. 1. 
vi. (1881) 490 The present structure being merely part of 
a small farmsteading. 

Farmy (fami), a. [f. as prec. +-y.] Marked 
by the presence of farms. - ; : 

1818 L. Hunr Sonnet, Hampstead, A \eafy rise, with 
farmy fields in front. 1857 Mrs. Gore 7wo Avistocracies 
I, xv. 262 A fair landscape stretching far into the distance— 
farmy fields and stretching parks. 

Fa:rm-ya‘rd (with regard to the stress see 
Farm-Housk). The yard or inclosure attached to 
a farm-house or surrounded by: farm-buildings, 


Also attrzb, F Z 

1748 Ricuarnson Clarissa Wks. 1883 V. 258 In this very 
farmyard. 1788 W. Marsnaty Yorksh. (1796) 1. 361 Farm- 
yard Management. 1807 Med. Frnl. XVII. 354 He soon 
came out, and crossing the farm yard, attacked a bullock. 
1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract, Agric. (ed. 4) 11. 50 Guano. = 
‘a most powerful auxiliary to farm-yard manure’. 1856 
Emerson Lng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. 103 The 
English muse loves the farmyard. 

Farness (famés). [f. Far + -nuss.] 

1. The state or fact of being far; remoteness. 
Also occas. of sight: Far-reachingness. Now rare. 

1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. wt. xxi. (1495) 69 The 
sy3te demyth a grete sterre but smalle.. for fernesse of 
place. 1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 650 Fearing the far- 
ness of the journey. 1605 Verstecan Dee. J7:tell. ii. (1628) 
29 Here is no neerenesse of affinitie at all, but as much far- 
nesse as needeth to be. 1621 Lapy M. Wrotu Uvania 29 
By reason of the farrnesse from the Court. 1876 BANCROFT 
Hist. U.S. V. \x, 208 Farness of sight and fixedness of 
belief. 1883 S. A. Brooke in Homilet. Monthly Dec. 152 
In their farness from the strife and trouble of men, 

+b. Amount of distance. Ods. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII, 1V. 1 Every bataile an 
arrowe shotte from the other, and all like fernes from the 
Englisshe armye, 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Selv. 78 
Having nearnesses or farnesses betwen each other. 

2. concr. Distant parts. (vom, tn) the farness : 
“the distance’. arch. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps. \xv.6 Thou that art the hope 
. of the farnesse of the sea. @1849 J. C. MAncan Poems 
(1859) 263 In the farness lay the moonlight on the Moun- 
tains of the Nile. 1855 Mvaser’s Mag. LI. 94 From the 
farness, To the castle. .rode a knight in flashing harness. 

+ Farnet. Ods. Also fernet, farned. [?a. 
ON. foru-neyte company of travellers.] A band, 
company, train of attendants, 

a 1300 Cursor M. 24947 (Cott.) Wit al pair farnet and pair 
fere Pai com til land. ¢ 1340 /did. 6070(Fairf.) pe farned 
[C. fernet] bar-wib [be lambe] salle be fedde. ; 

Farn(t)ic(k)le, -ed, var. FERNTICLE, -ED, dal. 

Faro ! (fro). Forms: 8-9 pharaoh, errov. 
pharoah, pharo, (8 pharaon, farro), 8— faro. 
[f£ PHanaou, after F. pharaon, It. faraone. 

Why the name was given is not clear; some mod. Dicts. 
assert that one of the cards used in the game formerly bore 
the picture of Pharaoh. ] ; 

l. A gambling game at cards, in which the 
players bet on the order in which certain cards 
will appear when taken singly from the top of the 
pack. 

1739 Act 12 Geo. TJ, c.28 § 1 Games of the Ace of 
Hearts, Pharaoh, Basset and Hazard. 1748 H. WatroLe 
Corr. (ed. 3) II. exc, 233 Silver-pharaoh and whist for the 
ladies that did not dance. 1797 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 14/2 
Convicted in the penalty of £50 each for playing at the 
game of Faro. 1842 Barnam /ugol. Leg., Black Mosque- 
taire, He Lost large sums at faro, 1859 ‘THACKERAY 
Virgin. xxvii, Preferring smoke and faro to fresh air. 

2. attrib. and Comé., as faro-player, -table, -win- 
nines ; faro bank, (a) a gaming-house where faro 
is played; (6) the banker’s deposit of money 
against which the other players put their stakes; 
faro banker, the proprietor of a faro bank. 

«1735 ArsutHNnot Harmony in Uproar Misc. Wks. 1751 
Il. 34 ‘The Tricks of a Faro-Table ora Bowling-Green, 1756 
Mrs. CaLperwoop ¥rx7. (1884) 187 Mr. Hay’s profit is from 
the..farro bank. 1795 Wotcotr (P. Pindar) Hair Powder 
236 Let .. stately Cumberland [pinch] her faro winnings. 
1796 Hull Advertiser 21 May 2/4 The threatening notice 
taken by the Lord Chief Justice of the Ladies’ Faro Tables. 
1798 Sporting Mag. X\.7 ‘The villany of a female Faro 
Banker, 1801 Mar. EpGewortu Belinda iv, Mrs, Lutt- 
ridge.. being a great faro-player. 1877 Moriry Crit, A/isc. 
Ser. 1. 52 Kill time..at lansquenet and the faro bank, 


|| Faro? (fac), [F. favo.] A kind of beer 
made chiefly at Brussels and in its neighbourhood. 

1864 Daily Tel. 17 Mar., You stop on the road to drink 
faro. 1865 /bid.28 Noy. 7/3 Faro and brown beer flowed 
almost for the asking. 














FARRAND. 


Faroelite (faroéloit). A. [f. (by Heddle) 
Faroe where it was found+-irE.] A variety of 
Thomsonite occurring ‘in spherical concretions, 
consisting of lamellar radiated individuals, pearly 


in cleavage’ (Dana). 

1858 Grecc & Lettsom Mn. 157 Faréelite may rank as 
a distinct species. 

Far-off (fap), a. [f. Far adv. + Orr adv, 
formerly written as two words.] 

1, Far distant, remote. a. In space. 


time. ¢. In relationship. 

a, 1590 SHAKs. Afids. NV. iv. i. 194 Like farre off mountaines 
turned into Clouds. 1632 Mitton Penseroso 74, I hear the 
far-off Curfeu sound, Over some wide-water’d shore. 1794 
Mrs. Ravcurre Myst. Udolpho vii, The far-off low of 
cattle. 1816 J. Witson City of Plague 1.1. 199 Our far-off 
friends, 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge Il. xiv, The far-off 
places in which he had been wandering. 1855 Mirman 
Lat. Chr, (1864) UX. xiv. viii. 280 Their humble posture of 
far off adoration. 

b. 1850 Tennyson /# Jem. i, Who shall. .stretch a hand 
thro’ time to catch The far-off interest of tears? 1875 
Jowetr Plato (ed. 2) II]. 78 The far-off result of the 
working of many minds in many ages. 1877 A. B, 
Epwarps Up Wile i. 18 Those far-off days of Cheops and 
Chephren, 

e. 1828 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 11. (1863) 90, 1..am 
but a far-off kinswoman. , ‘ 

2. absol. In the far off: in the distance. 

1884 SALA Fourn. due South 1. xxv. (1887) 339 The 
eternal but subdued resonance of Niagara in the far-off. 

Hence Far-offness, the state or fact of being 
far-off, distance. 

1873 R. S. Canpiisu Sev. v. 93 My. helpless far-offness 
from God. 1877 Matiock New Republic iv. ii. I. 208 
But ah! the weariness, the far-offness of it all. 

|| Farouche (farzf). Also Sc. farouchie. [Fr. 
Sarouche, of wnknown origin; the received con- 
nexion with L. /erocem cruel is untenable.] 
Sullen, shy and repellent in manner. 

1765 H. Watrote Lett. H. Mann, (1857) IV. 412 The 
King .. has great sweetness in his countenance instead of 
that farouche look which they give. 1814 Byron in Moore 
Life & Lett, (1832) I11. 56 It is too farouche; but .. my 
satires are not very playful. 1855 Mrs. GaskeLt Worth § 
S. xliv, She has been very farouche with me for along time. 
1880 OuwaA Moths I. 298 Sheis a little farouche. 

+ Farrage. Olds. Also 7 farage. [a. F. far 
rage, ad. L. farrago: see FARRAGO.] 

1, Fodder for cattle. Also attrib., as farrage rye. 

1609 Hotianp Amn. Marcell. xxut. ii. 220 In those 
countries such kinds of farage are mowed up. 1659 Tor- 
RIANO, Larragegine, dredge, bollimong, or farage rye. 

2. =BULLIMONG I. 

{x578 Lyte Dodoens wv. vii. 459 Farrago is none other 
thing but barley, otes, and suche lyke graynes mingled 
togither.] 1601 Hotitanp Péiny xvul. xvi. 573 That kind 
of dredge or farrage. .ought to be sowne very thicke. 

3. =Farraco b. 

1698 I’. B. Modest Cens. 29 A farrage of jejune Learning. 

+Farra'ginary, @. Obs. rare—'. [f. L. far- 
vagin-, FARRAGO + -ARY.] Confused, miscel- 
laneous. 

1538 Latimer Let. 25 Aug. in Ser. §& Rem, (1845) 401 
This foolish farraginary scribbling. 

Farraginous (faréi:dzinos), a. [f. as prec. + 
-ous.] Miscellaneous, indiscriminate, ‘hotchpotch’. 
Also of a person: That makes a hotch-potch. 

1615 [see Buttimonc 1b]. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ef. 1. iii. to A farraginous concurrence of all conditions, 
tempers, sex, and ages. 1669 W. Simpson //ydrol. Chyi. 

_103 The stomach .. becomes tantaliz’d by the farraginous 
mixtures of concretes. 1765 WarBuRTON Div. Legat. iv. iv. 
§ 6 Notes (ed. 4) 131 The great farraginous body of Popish 
rites and ceremonies. +799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 226 In some 
[mountains] different species [of stone] are jumbled together, 
these I call faraginous. @ 1843 Sourney Doctor cxxii. (1862) 
301 The Laureate has somewhere in his farraginous notes. . 
a story of certain Polish physicians who [etc.]. 1863 REape 
in All Year Round 3 Oct. 123/2 Bailey was one of the far- 
raginous fools of the unscientific science. 

Farrago (farzi'go). Also 8-9 farago. [a. L. 
Jarrago mixed fodder for cattle, hence 7g. a medley, 
confused mixture, f. farr-, far spelt, corn.] A con- 
fused group ; a medley, mixture, hotchpotch. 

+ a. of material things or of persons. Ods. 

1632 B, Jonson Magu, Lady1.vii, Hee. holds. .their causes, 
a farragoe, Or a made dish. 1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. 
u iii, 149 The People were a_Farrago, collected and 
gathered out of the neighbouring Nations, 1789 G. WuitE 
Selborne (1853) II. xxx. 245 Among this farrago also were 
to be seen some maggots. — 

b. of immaterial things. 

1637-50 Row /7ist, Kirk (1842) 371 A strange miscellanie, 
farrago, and hotch-potch of Poperie, Arminianisme, and 
what not. 1783 Porr Chirurg. Wks. IP. 7 Ancient surgery 
was. .loaded with a farrago of external applications. a@ 1827 
Canninc Poet. Whs. (1827) 41 No longer we want This 
farrago of cowardice, cunning, and cant. 1876 C. M. 
Davirs Unorth. Lond, 120 A farrago of the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Litany of the Church of England, and the extempo- 
raneous effusion of Dr.Cumming himself. 

Farrand, farrant, a. Sc. and north. dial. 
Also 4 farand(e. [prob. an application of farande, 
northern pr. pple. of FARE v.1; cf. the sense ‘to suit, 
befit’ of ON. fara; also quots. s.v. Farine ff/. a.] 

+1. Of a person: Well-favoured, comely, hand- 
some, Ods. 

13.. £. £, Allit. P, B. 607 If pay [wy3e3] wer farande 


boein 


FARRANDLY. 
a 


& fayre to beholde. 
ladyis fayr and farand. 

2. Of things: Becoming, dignified, pleasant. 

13.. &. EL, Aliit. P. A. 864 Lest les pou leue my talle 
farande. ¢1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Kut. 101 Vch farand fest. 
1882 in Lanc. Gloss. 

3. Having a specified appearance, disposition, or 
temperament. With qualifying word prefixed, as 
auld-, evil-, fair-, fighting-, foul-, well-farrand. 

ax1400 Sir Perc. 848 Siche ille farande fare. c1440 /fo- 
mydon 282 So goodly a man and wele farand. a1455 
Hotianp Houlate 153 Thai apperit to the Pape .. Fair 
farrand and fre. 1513 DoucLas eis vn. viii. 147 
Sum the maist semyly farrand personage Tystis to the feild. 
1635 D. Dickson Pract. Wks, (1845) I. 88 A sore matter 
for a sinner to be corrected and yet to go light-farrand 
under it. 1674-91 Ray N.C. Words s. v. Farand, Fight- 
ing-Farand, in a fighting humor. 1816 Scotr Axtig. 
xlii, ‘ Ochiltree, is very skeely and auld farrant about mony 
things,’ 1830 Gatt Lawrie 7.1. viii. (1849) 29 ‘Ye're an 
auld farrant chappy.’ . 

Farrandly, farrantly (feerandli, -tli), adv. 
Sc. and north dial. [f. FARRAND, -ANT + -LY 2.] 
Pleasantly, handsomely, splendidly. 

e1325 LE. FE. Altit. P. C. 435 Farandely on a felde he 
fettelez hym to bide. 1613 T. Potts Disc. Witches (Chet- 
ham Soc.) Kb, What is yonder that casts a light so far- 
randly. ¢1750 J. Cottier (Tim Bobbin) Wks. 49 Yo 
coom’n farrantly off. 1865 B. Briertey J/ykdale I. 100 
Hoo wouldno behave so farrantly, if hoo yerd what I’re 
talkin’ abeawt. 

Farrantly (ferantli), a. orth. dial. Also 
8-9 far-, farrently. [f. Farrant a.+-Ly1.] 

1. Of a person. a. Comely, handsome, good- 


looking. b. Genteel, respectable. 

1674 Ray N.C. Words 17 Farantly, handsome, 1790 
Mrs. WHEELER Westmld. Dial. (1821) 20 Whya hang thee, 
thau er farrantly enuff tae leak at. 1794 Mrs, DarwaLi 
Poems 1. 95 Five farently youths for her wasted their 
prime. 1867 Coruh, Mag, XV. 731 So took up wi’ a far- 
rantly whench. ; 

2. Of a thing: Becoming, fit, proper. 

e1750 J. Cottier (Tim Bobbin) Ws, 72 There’s none 
sitch farrantly tawk abeawtr’, 1839 Cambrld. & Westm. 
Dial, 13 ‘Tae spin tow for bord claiths en sheets. .wod hey 
been mitch mair farently then ritin books. 1855 I. WAuGcH 
in Harlana’s Lanc. Lyrics 136 A farrantly bargain he'd be. 

Farreate (fee'r cit), a. Rom. Antig. [ad. L. 
Jarriat-us pa. pple. of farredre, f. farrewm cake of 
spelt-bread, neut. of farreus: see FARREOUS.] 
a. Of persons: United in marriage by the offering 
of spelt-bread (see CONFARREATION). b, Of mar- 
riage: =CONFARREATE @. 

1880 MuirHEAD Gazus 1. § 112 No person is elected to the 
office .. unless born of farreate parents, Jdzd. Digest 545 
No one. .who was not the issue of a farreate marriage. 

Farreation (feerz)é'{on). Rom. Antig. [ad. L. 
Jarreation-em the use of spelt-bread in marrying, 
f. as prec.] = CONFARREATION. 

1656 in BuLLoKar; 1818 in Topp; and in mod. Dicts. 

Farrel, dial. form of Faru. 

+Farrement. Ols. rare. Also farment. 
[a. OF. ferrement:—L. ferraiment-um implement 
of iron.] In #/. Iron fittings. 

1440 J. Suirtey Dethe K. Yames (1818) 15 The farrements 
of the chaumbur wyndos..wer .. strongli sowdid yn the 
stonys with moltyne lede. 1458 Yatton Ch.-wardens’ Accts, 
(Som. Rec. Soc.) roo For .. farmentes, hokys, and other 
thynges to the chorche euce. 

Farrender, -ine, -on, var. of FARANDINE, Ods. 

Farreous (fe'rvas), a. Med. [f. L. farre-us 
made of corn, f. far corn + -ous.] (See quot.) 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Farreous, scurfy; applied to the 
urine when it deposits a branny sediment. 

Farrier (fe'ria1), sb. Forms: 6-8 ferrier, 
farriar, (7 farrior, -yer), 6- farrier. [a. OF. 
ferrier :—L. ferrarius, f. ferr-um iron, in med,L. 
(often fexrus) horseshoe. 

The synonym Ferrrour, current in Eng. in 14-16th c., is 
a different formation.] ; A 

1, One who shoes horses ; a shoeing-smith ; hence, 
also one who treats the diseases of horses. 

1862 Act 5 Eliz. c. 4§ 3 The.. Crafts.. of ..Smiths, Far- 
riers. 1622 Ff, Marxuam Bh. War v. ii. § 6 An excellent 
Smith or Farryer who shall euer be furnished with Horse- 
shooes, nayles, and drugges, both for inward and outward 
applycations. 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 80 Essential Oil 
is much in use amongst our Farriers. 1751 SMoLLetr Per, 
Pic. (1779) I. xvii. 146 Blacksmith and ferrier. 1821 Scotr 
Kenilw.x, The light stroke of a hammer as when a farrier 
is at work. 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. Comm. 178 Farriers 
or shoeing smiths appeared first in Germany. 

2. An official who has care of the horses in a 
cavalry regiment. Also Farrier-major, Corporal-, 
serjeant-farrier. 

1832 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1.60 The Farriers and Band 
fall out. 1844 Regul. & Ord. Army 373 The Troop Far- 
rier is carefully to examine each foot of every Horse. 1868 
Ibid. » 317 The Farrier Major is liable to be reduced for 
misconduct to the rank and pay of Farrier. 1885 //d. 279 
Serjeant-farriers at home (including corporal-farriers of the 
Household Cavalry) are required to train men to become 
efficient as shoeing smiths. /d/d, 281 The services of the 
farrier quartermaster-serjeant are to be placed entirely at 
the disposal of the veterinary surgeon. : 

+3. With sb. prefixed, as sexgeant-, yeoman-farrier 
= FERROUR 3. Ods. 

1647 Hawarp Crown Rev, 33 Three Yeomen ferriers, 1711 
Lond. Gaz, No. 4791/4 John Willis, late Sergeant-Farrier. 


1375 Barsour Bruce u. 514 Othir 
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4. Comb., as farrier-like adj. 

1809 Med. Frnl. XXI1. 308 Relieving them [strictures] in 
some scientific way ; not by the Farrier-like .. methods too 
commonly practiced. 

Farrier (fcerio1), v. rare. [f. the sb.] 

l. ¢vans. To treat (an animal) as a farrier does, 

1814 Selby § M. Weighton Road Act ii. 7 Beasts..re- 
turning from being shoed or farriered. 

2. intr. To practise farriery. 

Hence Fa‘rriering v0/. sb., the action of the vb. 

1707 Mortimer Hwsé. 154 The Art of Farriering and 
Cow-leeching. a@ 1073 LivincstonE in Boy's Own Paper 
(£889) 7 Sept. 778/3 Carpentering, gun-mending, farriering. 

Farriery (fevriori). [fas prec.+-y3.] The 
art of the farrier ; now=veterinary surgery. 

1737 Bracken (Z7¢/e), Farriery Improved. 1760 GoLpsm. 
Cit. W. \xxxvi, Several of the great here.. understand as 
much of farriery as their grooms. 1821 Scorr Kemzlw. xiii, 
His extraordinary practice in farriery. 1880 Miss BrapDoN 
Just as I amt xxxix, They were acquainted with the 
elements of vei 

Farro, obs. form of Faro, 

Farrow (fiero), sb. Also 1 faerh, fearh, 3 
far, 8-9 dal. farry. Cf. FARE sb.2 [OE. fearh 
str. masce. corresp. to OS. *farh (whence diminutive 
MLG. ferken, Du. varken), OHG. farh, farah 
(MHG. varch; diminutive OHG. farhelin, MHG. 
verkel,mod.G, ferkel):—OTeut.*/arho-z boar:—pre- 
Teut. *Aorkos =Gr. mépxos, L. porcus : see PorK.] 

+1. A young pig. Ods. 

a 700 Epinal Gloss. 811 Porcellus, faerh. a1100 Ags. Voc. 
in Wr. Wiilcker 321 Porcellus, fearh. ¢ 1300 K. Adis. 2441 
Heo..flodeden, so faren in feld. 

transf. 1820 Byron More. Mag. \xiii, Another, to revenge 
his fellow farrow, Against the giant rush’d, 

2. An act or instance of farrowing. 
another word ; f. the vb. ] 

1601 Hottanp Pliny I. 229 One sow may bring at one 
farrow twenty pigges. 1869 Daily News 8 Dec., Mr. 
Lynn and his man..proved the dates of the farrows. 

3. Hence concr. A litter of pigs; occas. in sing. 
(after Shakspere) with numeral to indicate the 
number of young. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. m. (1586) 149 b, If you 
will have two farrowes in one yeere. 1605 Suaks. AZacd. 1. 
i. 65 Powre in Sowes blood, that hath eaten Her nine 
Farrow. 1607 Torsett /our-/. Beasts (1673) 519 The 
Lavinians were much troubled about the signification of 
such a monstrous farrow. 1787 Hunter in PAdl. Trans. 
LXXVII. 236 In that time she had eight farrows..and had 
in all seventy-six pigs. 1826 in Sheridaniana 313 A fine 
Chinese sow and nine farrow. 1869 BLAckMorE Lorna D. 
xvii, T'wo farrows of pigs ready for the chapman. 

4, Of the sow: Jz or weth farrow: with young. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. 11. (1586) 150 So shall 
the damme ..bee sooner with farrowe againe, 1884 Far72 
§& Home 25 Oct. 275/2 Boars do not usually pay much 
attention to sows in farrow. 

5. attrib., as farrow-sow. 

1871 B. Taytor Hans? (1875) I. xxi. 182 She rides upon 
a farrow-sow, 

Farrow (fee'row), a. Chiefly Sc. Forms: 5 Sc. 
ferow, 6-8 Sc. furrow, 7— farrow. [Of unknown 
derivation ; farrow cow corresponds formally to 
Flemish verwekoe, varwekoe (De Bo), in 16th c. 
‘ verrekoe, taura’ (Kilian), which means a cow that 
has ceased to be capable of producing offspring. ] 

Of a cow: That is not with calf (see quots.). 
Also in 70 be, go or run farrow. Farrow-farrow, 
barren in two successive seasons. 

1494 Act. Dom. Conc. 363 Twa ferow ky. 15.. Defre- 
dations in Argyll 5x (Jam.) Sex furrow cows. 1688 
R. Hotme Armoury 11. 173/2 A Farrow Cow is a Cow that 
gives Milk in the second year after her Calving, having no 
Calf that year. 1725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph, ut. iii, My 
faulds contain twice fifteen furrow nowt. 1856 Airp Poe/. 
Wks. 193 Farrow, ill-haired, and lean, 1879 Mem. 
Ochiltree 52 If the same animal had no calf the following 
year, she was farrow-farrow. 

Jig. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Selv. 19 Whatever is big 
with or positive of eternity, cannot go farrow, or be privative 
of real entity. 

Farrow (fe'rov),v. Forms: 4-6 Sc. ferrie, (6 far- 
owe), 7-9 dial. farry, 4-farrow. Also 3iveruwe, 
4 yvar3e; and see Farr v.2 [f. Farrow sé.] 

1. trans. Of a sow: To bring forth (young). 

a1225 Ancr. R. 204 Pus beod peos pigges iueruwed. 1513 
Dovuctas Afxezs m1. vi. 72 A grete sow fereit of grysis 
thretty heid. 1614 Marxuam Cheap Hush, (1623) 126 
Many Sowes..will deuoure their Pigges when they haue 
farro’d them. 1760 Gotpsm. C7¢, W. lviii, A sow. .farrowed 
fifteen pigs at a litter. 1828-40 TytLer Hist. Scot, (1864) 
I. 137 The English sow had farrowed her pigs. 

Jig. 1823 Lams Le?zz, (1888) II. 60 If Evelyn could have 
seen him, he would never have farrowed two such prodigious 
volumes. 

2. itr. To produce a litter. 

1340 Ayenb. 61 Pe zoze huanne hi heb yuarzed wel 
blepeliche byt men yclobed mid huyt. 1375 Barzour 
Bruce xvu. 7or On the wallis thai can cry, ‘ That thair sow 
ferryit wes thair!’ 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 342 For 
that same sow I haif ordand sic draf.. Sall gar hir ferrie 
sone at the midsyde. 160x Hottanp Piixy vut. li. 229 
Swine. .farrow commonly twice a yeere. a@1658 Forp, etc. 
Witch Edmonton v. ii, To cast her Pigs a day before she 
would have farried. 1727 Swirt Baucis § Philenion, 
Thought whose sow had farrow’d last. 1838-42 ArNoLp 
Hist, Rome 1.i. 2 She laid down and farrowed, and her 
litter was of thirty young ones. 


[Properly 





FART. 


+b. Of other animals, 
ppl. a.) Obs. rare. 

1580 HottyBanp 77eas. Fr. Tong, La Muette..the place 
where a Hare doth farrow. 

Hence Fa‘rrowed, Fa'rrowing ///. ad/s., Fa‘r- 

rowing vé/, sb. Also attrib. 
_ 1583 STanynursT 2weis mt. (Arb.) 83 Her mylckwhit 
farroed hoglings. 1510-20 Comp. too late maryed (1862) 8 
A farrowynge bytche. 1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R, xix. 
Ixiii. (1495) 899 A sowe is moost thicke in farowynge tyme. 
1577 B. GoocE Heresbach’s Hush. 1. (1586) 149 b, Her far- 
rowing times are so divided for the nonce. 1607 TorsELt 
Four. Beasts (1673) 518 Barly. .at the farrowing causeth an 
easie and safe pigging. 

+Farry, v. Obs. [Back-formation from Far- 
RIER, taken as agent-n. in -ER1.] =FARRIER z, 1. 
Hence Farrying v0. sd., in quot. farring. 

1807 Beverley & Kexby Road Act 6 Horses. .going to be 
..farried, 1825 Beverley Lighting Act ii. 17 Shoe, bleed, 
kill or farry any horse. 1678 E. R. (¢7t/e), The Experienced 
Farrier ; or Farring Completed, in two books Physical and 
Chyrurgical, 

|Farsang (fa-uscey). Also in Arab. form 


—_ 
farsakh. [Pers. Siaw,5 Jarsang: see PARASANG. | 


“A Persian measure of distance—the Parasang of 
the ancients—about four miles’ (H. H. Wilson 
Gloss. Ind. Terms). 

1613 Purcuas Pilerimage (1864) 65 From hence they 
reckon their way by farsangs. 1753 Hanway 7vav. (1762) 
I, mt. xxxili. 154 We travelled three farsangs over moun- 
tains. 1864 Pusey Lect. Daniel iii. 119 A reservoir .. 
40 farsangs in circumference. 1889 7zzes (weekly ed.) 
13 Dec. 8/1 A distance of 12 farsakhs, or 48 miles. 

Farse (fais), sb. 2ccl. Antig. [A mod, adapta- 
tion of med.L, farsa (see Farce 5.2] An ampli- 
ficatory phrase inserted into a liturgical formula ; 
also, each of the hortatory or explanatory passages 
in the vernacular interpolated between the Latin 
sentences in chanting the lesson or epistle. 

1842 Hook Church Dict. 296 The subdeacon first repeated 
each verse of the epistle or /ect7o, in Latin, and two choris- 
ters sang the Farse, or explanation. 

Farse (fais), v. Zecl, Antig. [ad. OF. farsir, 
in pa. pple. latinized as farcztus: see Farce séd.] 
trans. 'To amplify (a liturgical formula) by the in- 
sertion of certain words; to provide (an epistle) 
with a ‘ farse” or interpolated vernacular comment. 
Also, to insert (a passage) by way of ‘farse ’. 

1857 Lcclesiologist XVIII. 204 A very curious farced 
Epistle. 1877 J.D. Cuampers Divine Worship 320 ‘Vhe 
‘kyrie’ was simple, not farsed .. Between each kyrie is 
farsed..one of the ten Commandments. 

transf. 1875 H. T. Kincpon Fasting Communion 11 
A wonderful instance of ‘ farsed’ history. 

Farse, obs. form of FaRrcn. 

+Fa'rset. Obs. xave—'. Acasket, small case. 

1639 Horn & Ros. Gate Lang. Und. |. § 552 Store-houses 
to keep things in, are chests [hutches], coffers .. cases, 
caskets, farsets, little boxes. Hence 167r in SKINNER 
Etymol, Ling. Angl. 

Far-sight, Ability to see far. Also aftrid. 

1889 Pall Mall G. 15 June 2/2 A far-sight machine, by 
means of which he [Edison] hopes to be able to increase 
the range of vision by hundreds of miles. 

Far-sighted (farsoitéd), a. [f. Far adv. + 
Sreut + -ED2.] Furnished with a capacity for 
distant vision. 

1. fg. Looking far before one; 
shrewd, prudent. 

1641 Mitton Ch. Govt, Wks. 1738 I. 75 The fair and far- 
sighted eye of his natural discerning. 1768-74 ‘TuckKER 
Lt, Nat, (1852) I]. 262 To man she has given understand- 
ing, far-sighted faculty. 1853 Kane Grinnell Lap. xv. 
(1856) 416 ‘This far-sighted commander had .. salted down 
..many of these birds. 1865 TyLor Zarly Hist. Man. xi. 
303 A few far-sighted thinkers. 

2. lit. Able to see objects at a distance more 
clearly than those near at hand. 

1878 Encycl. Brit. VIII. 820/1 This kind of eye is called 
hypermetropic, or far-sighted. ’ 4 

Hence Far-sightedly adv., in a far-sighted 
manner. Far-sightedness, the state of being 
far-sighted. /2¢. and jig. 

1860 Mitt Refr. Govt. (1861) 138 Any measure. .truly, 
largely, and far sightedly conservative. 1884 Tzmes 
(weekly ed.) 20 June 5 The mother country must show 
herself farsightedly liberal. 1824-9 Lanpor /oag. Conv. 
(1846) II. 243 Verily our Prophet did well and with far- 
sightedness in forbidding the human form .. to be graven. 
1881 Le Conte Monoc. Vision 48 This defect is often called 
. .far-sightedness. 

+ Fa‘rsure. Ods.vare. Also 5 farcere, farsor. 
[ad. L. farsira, f. farcire to stuff.] =Farce 56.1 

1381 in S. Pegge Form of Cury (1780) 100 Make a Farsure 
and filful the skyn. cx420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 26 Of alle 
po thynges pou make farsure. 14.. Noble Bh, Cookry 
(Napier 1882) 116 Tak pork and hennes flesh and good 
pouders and make a farsor ther of. 

* Farsyn, var. of Farcrin, Ods. farcy. 

Fart (fait), sd. Not in decent use. Also 5 
fert(e, fartt, 5-6 farte. [f. the vb. ; cf. OHG, fz, 
Jurz, mod.G. farz, ON. fretr.] A breaking wind. 
Often in /et (+ let flee) a fart. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Miller's T. 620 This Nicholas anon let 
flee a fart. 14.. Madman's Song in Rel. Ant. 1, 260 Onys 
I fley and let a fert. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Epigr. 


(See also FARRowina 


forecasting, 


FART, 


(1867) 21, I shall geat a fart of a dead man as soone As 
a farthyng of him. 1650 Butwer Axthropomet. 220 The 
Guineans are very careful not to let a fart. 1728 Swirr 
Dial, Mad, Mullinix § Timothy In doleful scenes that 
break our heart Punch comes, like you, and lets a f—t. 
1825 THurtow Zss. Wind 6 There are five or six different 
species of farts. : 

+b. As atype of something worthless. Ods. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. 16 Bi alle men set I not a farte. 
1642 in Picton L'fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 233 Hee..cared 
not a f—'f forit. 16853 Crowne S77 Courtly Nice v, A fart 
for your family. . 

+2. A ball of light pastry, a ‘puff’. Obs, [Cf 
F. fet ‘beignet en boule.’] 

1s52 Hutoet, Fartes of Portingale, or other like swete 
conceites, collybia. 

Fart (fait), v. Not now in decent use. Also 
3 verte-n, 4 farten, 5 farton, 6 farte. [Common 
Teut. and Indo-germanic ; OE. */eortan = OHG, 

Jerzan (MHG. verzen, and with ablant variants 
vurzen, varzen, mod.G. farzen), ON. freta:— 
OTeut. */ertan :—OAryan *ferd- (Skr. pard, pra, 
Gr, népdey, Lith, pérdzu, Russ. nepyetb; the L. 
pedére is unconnected). ] 

1. zutr. To break wind (see BREAK v. 47). 

ce1250 Cuckoo Song, Bulluc sterteb, bucke uerteb. c 1386 
Cuaucer Miller's 7, 152 He was somdel squaymous Of 
fartyng. c1440 Promp, Parv. 150 Farton, pedo, c¢ 1532 
Dewes /utvod, Fr. in Palsgr. 941/1 To farte or to burste, 
crepiter. 1610 B. Jonson Adch. 1. i, I fart at thee. 1740 
Gray Lett, Wks. 1884 II. 59 Now they are always in a 
sweat, and never speak, but they f—t. 

Jig. {after L, oppedere.| 

1580 Barret Adv. F 149 To fart against one: and Meta- 
phoricé, ‘T’o denie with a lowd voice, offedere. 1671 H. M. 
tr. Erasm. Collog. 503, I cannot sufficiently admire, that 
there are not some men who fart against those men. 

2. trans. To send forth as wind from the anus. 

1632 Massincer Maid of Fon. 1. iv, Tho’ the devil fart 
fire, have at him! 1710 Brit. Apollo I11. 3/1 What is 
meant, when we say, a Man Farts Frankinsence. 

Hence Fa‘rted #f/. a. Fa‘rter, one who breaks 
wind. Farting vé/. sd., in quot. used attrib, 
Fa'rting 7//. a. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 150 Fartare. Jbid, Fartynge, 
peditura, bombizacio, 2580 HoLttysanp Treas, Fr. Tong, 
Cest un gros..vesseur, a great farter. 1583 SrupBrs Azaz?. 
Abus. u. (1882) 35 The same starching [brothell] houses 
(I had almost said farting houses) do serue the turn. 1648 
Herrick /fesfer. 1.216 The farting tanner. 1653 URQUHART 
Rabelais (1694) 11. xxvii. 166 Are your Farts so fertil?.. 
here be brave farted Men. 1660 Howe Lu Lex. Tetraglot., 
A Farter, Jeteur. a1687 C. Cotton Poet. Wks. (1765) 9 
He was..the loud'st of Farters, 

Farth, alleged synonym of Farrow sé. 2. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 11. 134/1 The young ones .. of 
a sow..are called a Farth, a Farrow of Pigs. 

Farthendele, var. of FARTHINGDEAL. Ods. 

Farther (fa1%01), adv. and a. Forms: 3-6 
ferder, ferdre, 4 ferper(e, 4-6 ferthere, 4-8 
farder, 5— farther. [ME. /e7Zer (whence by 
normal phonetic development farther) is in origin 
a mere variant of FurTHER, due prob. to the 
analogy of the vb. ferfren:—OE. fyrdrian to 
Furtuer. The primary sense of further, farther 
is ‘more forward, more onward’; but this sense is 
practically coincident with that of the comparative 
degree of far, where the latter word refers to real 
or attributed motion in some particular direction. 
Hence further, farther came to be used as the 
comparative of fav; first in the special application 
just mentioned, and ultimately in all senses, dis- 
placing the regular comparative farver. In 
standard Eng. the form farther is usually preferred 
where the word is intended to be the comparative 
of far, while further is used where the notion of 
far is altogether absent; there is a large inter- 
mediate class of instances in which the choice 
between the two forms is arbitrary. ] 

A. adv. 

1, More forward ; to or ata more advanced point. 

@. in space, or in a course of procedure or 
development. 

@ 1300 Cursor M 6831 (Gitt.) Help him or pu ferber wend. 
¢ 1320 Sir Tristr.1491 He no may ferper far. 1398 TREvISA 
Barth, De P. R_w, iii. (1495) 81 The kynde dryenesse of 
the erthe suffryth not the fletynge reeses of the see passe 
ferder. c1400 Destr. Troy 11748 Thou art no farder. .thy 
fame for to lose, Pan I my lyffe were leuer leue in be plase. 
c 1460 Towneley Myst. 276 We may no farther walk. 1808 
FisHer /V&s, (1876) 281 Or we procede ony ferder. 1548 
Hawi Chron. 161 b, The capitaines folowed no farther the 
chace. 1616 R. C. Times’ Whistle 11. 845 The foole Was 
never farther than the grammer schoole. 1695 Woopwarp 
Nat. Hist. Earth i. (1723) 5 Having little Prospect of.. 
carrying on these observations any farther. 1703 Moxon 
Mech, Exerc, 130, 1 shall run no farther into this Argu- 
ment, 1883 Hr. Martineau Charmed Sea i, 5 If you can 
bear your load no farther, say so. 1876 GLADSTONE //omeric 
Syuchr. 12, | wish,.to carry the affirmative portion of my 
propositions greatly farther. 

b. in time: Longer. 

1548 Forrest Pleas. Poesye 26 As Ferdre in reigne grue 
their contynuance. 1640-1 Kirkeudby. War-Comm. Min. 
Bk. (2855) 42 Until the next Committie day, and farder 
during thair plessor. ges Appison Sfect. No, 120 P 5 
Some Creatures cast their Eggs as Chance directs them, and 
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think of them no farther. 1802 Mar. Epcrwortu Moral 
7. (1816) I. vii. 45 ‘Then we need argue no farther. 
e. Larther gone: at a more advanced stage. 

1708 Swirt Sacramental Test Wks. 1824 VIII. 355 The 
Observator is. .farther gone of late in lyes than his Presby- 
terian brother. 

2. To a greater extent, more completely. 

1513 More in Grafton Chron, Il. 774 Yet feare I no far- 
ther then the law feareth. 1585 James I Zss. Poesze (Arb.) 
2t Not doubting. .but you will accept my. .trauellis in good 
parte, (sen [requyre no farder). 1610 Suaks. Zev. 1. ii. 33 
Sit downe For thou must now know farther. 1789 BenrHAM 
Princ. Legisl. xvii. § 7 Punishment cannot act any farther 
than in as far as the idea of it..is present in the mind. 

3. In addition, also, besides, moreover. 

1380 Wycuir Se/, Wks. III. 345 Se we ferper hou pis 
stiward may erre in ordenaunce of the Chirche. 1413 Lypc. 
Pilgr. Sowle ww, xxviii. (1483) 75 He knoweth al thynge, 
therfore there is nought ferther to seken by discours. 1486 
Certificate in Surtees Misc.(1890) 46 And ferder entenditte 
to examyne in that behalve, 1562 WiNnzET Cert. Tractates 
i. Wks, 1888 I. 13 Farder, sen all man hes this word refor- 
matioun in mothe ..we [etc.]. 1652 Mitton in our C. 
Eng. Lett.99 And have this farder, which I thought my 
parte to let you know of, that [etc.]. 1719 Dr For Crusoe 
II. i. 2 Nay farther, the common Motive of foreign Adven- 
tures was taken away. 1794 /letcher's Wks, VII. Pref. 6 
The Reader is farther requested, to remember that [etc.]. 

4. To or at a greater distance; by a greater 
interval. Zo wish (any one) frees 

c 1380 Wycuir Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 107 Ech man shulde 
sue him or ferpere or nerpere. 1489 Caxton Fayttes of A. wv. 
xvil. 280 It is ferder from the lyght more than eny of the 
other colours be. 1878 Lyte Dodoens 1. lii. 76 The leaves 
be. .standing farder asunder onefrom another. 1586 CoGAN 
Hlaven Health (1636) 135 Flesh of a drie complexion is 
better neere calving time than farder from it. 1766 GoLpsm. 
Vic. Wakef. xiv. (1806) 71 He could hop on one leg farther 
than I. 1782 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 12 Aug., Miss Plauta 
.. only wished the maid farther for never finding us out till 
we began to be comfortable without her. 1821 Keats /sabel 
iii, He would catch Her beauty farther than the falcon spies. 
1847 HALLiwe te s.v., I'll be farther if I do it, i.e. IT won't 
doit. 1876 J. PArker Paraci. 1, vii. 106 Can anything be 
farther from theology. .than stone-cutting ? 


5. Comb., as farther-spreading adj. 

1876 Gro. Exior Dan. Der. IV. liii. 90 The expression of 
something. . with. .farther-spreading roots. 

B. adj. 

+1. Prior, anterior; front; =FurtTHER a, 1. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. ii. (1495) 104 Kynde 
settith in the eyen in the ferder and the ouer partie of the 
beest. 1534 Wuitinton 72/lyes Offices 1. (1540) 16 Where 
as there be two maners of contencions. .the ferther is appro- 
pried unto man, the seconde unto wylde beestes. Jézd. m1. 
117 Of the two farther maners Panecius did declare in thre 
bookes. Of the thyrde maner he wrote [etc.]. 

2. More extended, going beyond what already 
exists or has been dealt with, additional, more. 

c1520 Sir W. Goporruin in Ellis Ovzg. Lett. ut. IL. 218, 
I coud not macke no fferder serche. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
117b, Avoydyng farther effusion of christen bloud. 1641 
Hinve ¥. Bruen xvi. 146 For the clearing of this point, and 
the farther satisfaction of such as delight therein. 1704 
Swirrt 7. Tub Apol., There is one farther objection made 
by those who have answered this book. 1768 Gotpsm. 
Good-n, Man iv. i, For fear he should ask farther ques- 
tions, 1802 Mar. Epcewortu Moral 7. (1816) 1. 209 
The king took no farther notice of what had happened. 
1837 Dickens Pickw. xii, Down he sat without farther bid- 
ding. 

3. More distant, remoter. 

1568 Grarron Chron. 11.332 The farther syde of London. 
1598 GrENEWEY Zacitus’ Ann, 83 The Hieroczesarienses 
fetchte their matter from a farther beginning. 1651 
Hosses Leviath, wt, xxxiv. 207 Vo hinder them from a far- 
ther prospect. 1675 AsHmoLtre Diary (1774) 348 Great pain 
in my farther tooth, on the left side of my upper jaw. 1743 
Pore Thebais 420 Whose ghost.. Expects its passage to the 
farther strand. 1754 SneRLock Dysc. (1759) I. xiv. 367 
These Gifts were subservient to’a farther end. 

Farther (fa:1801), v. Now vare. Also 7 farder. 
[The regular phonetic descendant in standard Eng. 
of ME. ferfre-z: see FURTHER v.] trans, To 
help forward, promote, favour, assist (an action, 
movement, etc., rarely, +a person); = Fur- 
THER V@, 

@ 1000-1390 [ or examples of the forms with e~ (OE. /y~ 
see FurTHER @.]. 1570 Nortu Donz’s Mor. Philos. (1888 
IIL 197 That I might..farther and aduance my poore 
familie. 1605 Carew in Lett, Lit, AZen (Camden) 100, 
I praie that yow wilbe pleased to farder the motion. 1651 
Hogses Govt, §& Soc. i, § 2.6 Though the benefits of this 
life may be much farthered by mutuall help. 1703 Mrs. 
Centiivre Bean's Duel 1. ii, I love mischief so well, I 
can refuse nothing that farthers that. 1846 Ruskin Mod. 
Paint. IL. 11.1. xv. § 9 It has been said ., that the sense 
of beauty never farthered the performance of a single duty. 

absol, 1579 Diccrs Stratiot. vy. 10 This .. is sufficient for 
Division, more woulde rather discourage than farther. 1669 
A. Browne Avs Pict. (1675) 9 ‘The more the capacity is 
wanting, the more my Labour will farther, when need re- 
quireth. 

| FPartherance. Ods.vare. [f. prec. + -ANcn.] 
= FURTHERANCH. 

1785 Parry Mor. Philos. (1818) II, 329 Conduce to the 
fartherance of human salvation. 

|Fartherer. Oés. [f. as prec. + -ER 1.]=Fur- 
THERER, 

1494 [see ConpuctricE], 1633 StarrorD Pac. /7/7d. (1821) 
vi. 289 Florence was not onely forward in his owne person 
but also a fartherer of others. 1655 Futter A/ist. Cand. 
§ 13. 47 A great favourer and fartherer of the truth, 











FARTHING. 


+ Farthermore, adv. and a. Ods. Forms: 
see FARTHER and -MORE. [var, FURTHERMORE, q.v.] 
A. adv. = FURTHERMORE in various senses. 
a1300 Cursor M, 10238 (Gitt.), I bidd pe cum na ferber- 
mare. ¢1380 Wycuir Sed. Wks, III. 431 Fferpermor we 
shal suppose pat bodyliche abyte.. makip not men religiose. 
c1400 Rom, Rose 3926, 1 shalle repente ferthermore, For 
the game goth alleamys. 1450-1530 MZyrr. Our Ladye 199 
Farthermore the prophetes were sory. 1488 Caxton Chast, 
Goddes Chyld. ii. 7 Some causes of his wythdraweng I wyll 
shew now or I wryte ferder more of ony matere. 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 112 Now fardermoir in that 
mater till mute, Tha passit all onto the yle of Bute. 
B. adj. More remote; =FARTHER a. 3. 
1610 Hoitanp Camden's Brit.1. 643 The hithermore is 
called Tullie. .the farthermore is named Barry, 


Farthermost (fa:13amoust), a. [var. of 
FurtTHERMOST: cf, FARTHER.] Farthest, most re- 


mote or distant. 

1618 Botton /Vorus 11. v. 90 The Illyrians .. inhabit at 
the farthermost roots of the Alpes. 1705 Lond. Gaz, No. 
4145/4 She..is lame on the farthermost Shoulder. 1856 
Kane Arct. Expl. I, xix. 237 The farthermost expansion of 
Smith’s Strait. 

Farthest (fa:18ést),@.andadv. Also 4ferpest, 
ferdest, 5-7 fardest. [var. of FURTHEST; used 
as superlative of FAR: see FARTHER. ] 


A. adj. 
1. Most distant or remote. Also with off. 


1377 Lanai. P. PZ. B, v. 239 pe ferthest ende of norfolke. 
1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. ww. i. (1495) 78 The fyre 
that is ferdest from the mydle of the erthe. 1474 CAaxTon 
Chesse 156 ‘Vhe fardest ligne of theschequer. 1549 LATIMER 
4th Serm. bef. Edw, VI (Arb.) 121 He was a manne the 
fardest frome the feare of God that euer I knewe. 1597 
Hooker Fccl. Pol. v. xli. (1611) 266 Which wee. .imagine to 
be fardest off. 1622 Matynes Amc, Law-Merch. 222 The 
Prouerbe is true, That he who is farthest from his goods, is 
neerest to his losse. 1671 Mitton P. &, 1. 397 And that 
time for thee Were better farthest off. 1726 tr. Gregory's 
Astron. I. 11 Ifit be most Direct and farthest off the Earth. 
1777 Sir W. Jones Poems § Ess. 179 The farthest limits of the 
kingdom. 1823 H. J. Brooxr /ztrod. Crystallogr. 31 With 
the edge at which those planes meet, the farthest from you. 

2. Extending to the greatest distance, longest. 

1633 IT. James Voy. 109 In Nauigation, the farthest way 
about. 1878 Stevenson Jxland Voy., It was the farthest 
piece of travel accomplished, 

3. absol. Ad (the) farthest: a. of space: At the 
greatest distance. b. of future time :-At latest. 
e. of degree: At the outside. 

1596 Suaks. Merch. Vu. ii. 122 Let it be so hasted that 
supper be readie at the farthest by fiue of the clocke. 1661 
Cow.rey Prop. Adv. Exp, Philos., Within one, two or (at 
farthest) three miles of London. 1670 Narsoroucn Fyn, in 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy. t.(1711) 33 When I was at the farthest. . 
I could not see any sign of People. 1765 Cursterr. Le?/. 
ceccli. (1774) 1V. 221 You may depend upon what I promised 
you, before Midsummer next, at farthest. : 

B. adv. To or at the greatest distance. Also 
with of. 

1598 Yonc Diana 174 Sometimes striuing who could smite 
a stone fardest with them, 1607 TourNeur Revenger's 
Trag. 1. 1 iij, Here’s the comfort my Lord ..When it 
seemes most it threatnes fardest off. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
1, 247 Fardest from him is best Whom reason hath equald. 

b. Comd. forming the superlatives of compounds 
of Far a, 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 282 In the farthest-fet con- 
struction, 1879 IX, ArnoLp Z?. Asia 10 The wisest one, 
The farthest-seen in Scriptures. 

Farthing (fa10in), sd. Forms: 1 feorSung, 
2 feorping, 2-3 ferping, -yng, 3-4 south. verp-, 
verthing, 3-6 ferthing, -yng(e, 4-6 ferdyng(e, 
6 farthinge, -yng(e, 6-8 fardin(g, -yng, 9 dial 
farden, -in, 6- farthing. [OE. /éording, féordung, 
f, féord-a FourtH ; corresp. to ON. fidrdungr, of 
which it may possibly be an adoption.] A quarter 
of some particular denomination of money or 
measure. 

1, The quarter of a penny ; the coin representing 
this value. (Until 17th c. chiefly a silver coin; 
subsequently of copper alloys; now of bronze.) 
In translations ofthe N.T. used for the two Roman 
coins as and guadrans, respectively the tenth and 
the fourth part of a denarzus. 

e950 Lindisf. Gosp. Mark xii. 42 Tuoze stycas pet is 
feordung penninges. — Lake xxi. 2 Geseh donne an widua 
Sorfondlico sendende mzslenno feordungas tuoez. ¢ 1290 
S, Eng. Leg. 1. 129/800 To 3elden ech ferbing. 1335 Act 9 
Edw. 11, ut, c. 3 Que nul esterling, maille ne ferthing soit 
fondu pour vessel. 1340 Ayend. 193 Pe poure wyfman pet ne 
hedde bote tuaye ss bet hi offrede to pe temple. c 1430 
How Good Wiff tauzte Dou tir 184 in Babees Bk. (1868) 46 
Ne perfore spende neuere pe more of a ferthing. 1g02 Ord. 
Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 11. xviii. 136 Unto y® last ferd- 
ynge. 1520 Ca.rton’s Chron. Eng.vit. (1520) 91 b/t The kynge 
ordeyned that the sterlyng halfpeny and ferthyng sholde go 
throughout al his lande. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Efier. 
(1867) 165 She thinkth hir farthing good syluer. 16xx Biste 
Matt, x. 29 Are not two Sparrowes solde for a farthing? 
1642 [see Brass sé. 7]. 1667 E. CHAMBERLAYNE S?. Gi. 
Brit. 1. (1684) 11 A small piece of copper, called a Farthing. 
1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2407/4 The new Tin Farthings. .are to 
be delivered out at the Tinn Office in Bishopsgate-street. 
1749 Fietpinc Yo Yones vi. xiii, Here, then. .take every 
farthing I am worth. 1849 Rosertson Ser. Ser. 1. ii. 
(1866) 32 A miser.. hoards farthings. 1866 G. MacponaLp 
Ann, Q. Neighb, xxxii. (1878) 556 Nor can you touch one 
farthing of her money. 


FARTHINGALE. 


+b. Under farthing : marked with a farthing. 

1715 Lond. Gaz. No. 5365/4 Sheep .. gabel’d on the Left 
Ear, the Right Ear under Farthing, 

2. transf. +. A very small piece of anything. 
Obs, Hence b. fig. A very little, “an atom’, ‘a 
bit’, esp. in Not to care or matter a farthing. 

a. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pro/, 134 In hire cuppe was no ferthing 
sene Of grees. 

b. c1400 Destr, Troy 8884 Hit neuer fortherit me a 
ferthing to fylsy my goodes. 1550 CrowLey Last Trump 
828 Thou knowest not therbi to make the sicke man one 
farthinge better, 1647 Warp Simp, Cobler 43 It matters 
not a farthing whether he be Presbyterian or Independent. 
a1jo7 Prior The Ladle 18 Else all these Things we toil 
so hard in, Wou'd not avail one single Farthing. 1712 
STEELE SZect. No. 522 ® 6 The gentleman who has told 
her he does not care a farthing for her. 1872 Brack Aav. 
Phaeton xxv. 347 Declared that he did not care a brass 
farthing. 

+3. Farthing (of gold): a. A quarter noble; 
also farthing-noble. (The AF. statute of 1421 has 


Jerling.) b. A quarter royal (see quot. 1494). 
1463 Bury Wills (1850) 15, 1 beqwethe to..Davn John 
Wulfpet..a ferthing of gold. 31494 Fasyan Chron. vu. 655 
This yere [1464-5] was a newe coyne ordeyned by the kynge 
..namyd the royall .. in value of .x. shillynges, the halfe 
royall.v.s. and the ferthynge .ii.s. vi.d. 1529 RASTELL 
Pastyme (1811) 220 [In 1351] the kynge stablysshed his coyne 
.. and ordayned that .. a noble of golde shulde go for halfe 
a marke and xx.d for a farthynge of gold, and xii of those 
farthynges of golde dyd way an ounce. 
+4. The name of various measures of land: 
a, ? The quarter of a hide; = VirGaTE; cf. FARDEL 
sb.2 b.?The quarter of a virgate, oc. ? The 
quarter of an acre, a rood (see quot. 1669 for 


Jarthing-land in 5b). Obs. 

a 1000 L.x0n Domesday fol. 356 Oltredus. .reddidit gildum 
pro iii uirg. et iii ferdin’ et dim. 1602 Carew Cornwall 
36a, Commonly thirtie Acres make a farthing land, nine 
farthings a Cornish Acre, and four Cornish Acres, a Knight’s 
fee, c1630 Rispon Surv. Devon § 68 (1810) 65 Moyhun 
was seized of three rods and three farthings of land, 

5. attrib,and Comb. a. attrib, Costing or valued 
at a farthing, as farthing-candle, whence farthing- 
candle-light, farthing-fee, -loaf. Also objective, as 
Sarthing-coiner. 

c1300 Havelok 878 He.. bar pe mete to pe castel, 
And gat him pere a ferping wastel. c1350 Lug. Gilds 
(1870) 354 3if pe ferpingloff is in defawte of wy3te ouer 
twelf pans. 1463 Busy Wills (1850) 28 As moche_fer- 
thyng white breed as comyth to ilijs. ij d. 3524 Test. 
Ebor. (Surtees) V. 181 To every man and woman and 
childe of the contrie a farddyng loof. 1596 J. Der in 
Recorde’s Gr. Artes 1. 324 Directly against it [the price 
of wheate] in the second columne you may find the waight 
of the farthing white loafe. 1597-8 Br. Hatt Saz. 1. iv. 
2 Strayning his tip-toes for a farthing fee. 1631 Star 
Chamé, Cases (Camden) 84 Then was..read the severall 
confessions of the 2 farthing coyners. 1673 E, Pearse 
Best Match vii. § 5. 76 Not so much as the light of 
a Farthing-Candle is to the light of the Sun. 169r tr. 
Emilianne's Frauds Romish Monkes 247 Her sisters 
would never be at a Farthing charge to procure Prayers for 
her. 1795 Wotcort (P. Pindar) /i’4s, (1812) 1V. 180 A sun 
with us.. yields to every Farthing Candle, 1817 Byron 
Beppo xiiii, That sort of farthing candlelight which glimmers 
When reeking London’s smoky caldron simmers. 1848 
Garnetr Zss, 120 The farthing-candle style of the notes. 
1864 Sat. Rev. 9g July 66 The farthing, as first issued, was 
called a farthing token. 

b. Special comb., as farthing-boat, a boat on 
which the fare is a farthing ; farthing-cut, a mark 
with which horses were branded by the owner ; 
farthing-gleek, see GLEEK ; farthing-land (see 
quots.) ; }farthing-man, Sc., some official of a 
guild ; farthing-noble, the fourth part of a noble ; 
farthing-office, the office from which farthings 
were issued; farthing-shop, one where articles 
priced at a farthing are sold; farthing-trout, a 
name of the Samlet or Parr. 

1832 W, StepHEenson Gateshead Local Poems 58 *She 
took the *farthing boat. 1691 Loyd. Gaz. No. 2694/4 
Stolen or strayed..one black Nag..with a *farthing cut in 
the near Kar. 1711 /d7d. No. 4877/4 A farthing Cut on his 
Left Ear. a 1652 Brome Alad Couple well Matched i. i, 
At Post and Pare, or *Farthing gleeke. 1602 Carew 
Cornwall 36a, Commonly thirtie acres make a “farthing 
land. 1669 Wortince Syst. Agric. (1681) 325 A Farding 
Land, or Farundale of Land, is the fourth part of an Acre. 
1882 C. E:ton Orig. Eng. Hist. 193 Three kinds of land, 
Assart, Farthing-land and Cotman-land. 1§.. Stat. 
Gild in Balfour Practicks 77 Quhen the Alderman, 
Thesurare, *Farthing-man or Dene..convene the gild 
brether for the commoun affairis. 15.. Chron. Gr. Friars 
(Camden) 5 The nobylle, half nobylle, and *ferdyng- 
nobylle, 1672 Lond. Gaz. No. 714/4 The *Farthing-Office 
. for the delivering out of Farthings will be open on Tues- 
daysonly. 1889 Padd Mall G. 6 Sept. 3/1 The “farthing shop 
is in Dorset-street. 1865 Coucn Vishes Brit. Isl. 1V. 245 
Samlet..*Farthing trout. 


Farthingale (fa-1pinigil). Forms: 6 far- 
thyngall, 6-8 fardingal(1, 7 Sc. fartigal, 7-8 
farthingal, 7— fard-, farthingale. £8. 6-8 var- 
dingal(e, 6verdynggale, 7 verdingal(e, (vertin- 
gale, virdingal). [ad. OF. verdugale, vertugalle, 
corruption of Sp. verdugado a farthingale, f. ver- 
dugo rod, stick. (So called because distended by 
cane hoops or rods inserted underneath. )] 

A frame-work of hoops, usually of whalebone, 
worked into some kind of cloth, formerly used for 

Vou. IV. 
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extending the skirts of women’s dresses ; a hooped 
petticoat. 

1552 Latimer Sermz, Gosfels iii. 166, 1 warrant you they 
had bracelets and verdynggales and such fine gere. 1607 
Dekker Westw. Hoe 1, Wks. 1873 II. 282 To learne how to 
weare a Scotch Farthingale. 1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. 499 
The Women wear great Vardingales, standing .. far out 
at each side. 1753 L. M. tr. Du Boscg’s Accomplish'd 
Woman 1. 124, I cannot esteem those who part with regret 
from their high-heads and vardingales. 1776 Foorr Bank. 
vupt 1, Her majesty’s old fardingale is not more out of 
fashion, 1830 J. G. Srrutr Sylva Brit. 47 The maids of 
honour had just stripped off their fardingales. 1860 READE 
Cloister & H. 1. 280 Whatever he was saying or doing, he 
stopped short at the sight of a farthingale. 

attrib, 71x J. Distarr Char. Don. Sacheverelli 4 
A large Fardingale Petticoat. 

Hence Farthingaled a., having a farthingale. 

1873 Miss Broucuton Nancy 1. 19 Like the faithful, 
ruffed and farthingaled wife on a fifteenth century tomb. 

Farthing-bag (fainjbeg). dial Also 8 
farding-bag. See quots, 

ax72z Liste Husb. (1752) 248 They quite choaked up 
their first stomach called the farding bag. 1879 Miss 
Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Farthing-bag, the second 
stomach of a cow. ’Ers bund i'the farthin’ bag. 

+ Fa'rthingdeal. O/s. Forms: 5 forthing- 
dole, 6-7 farthendele, 7-8 fardingdeal(e, far- 
thingdole, far(r)undell. [repr. OE. fvordan del, 
accus. of féorda dé! fourth part : see FouRTH and 
Dea sé. Cf. HALVENDEAL, THRIDDENDEAL. The 
first element was afterwards regarded as a form of 
Fanrtuine.] 

1. gen. A fourth part. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 3844 Als fast as pai be forthing- 
dole had of be flode past, 

2. spec. a. The fourth part of an acre; a rood. 

1542 RecorpE Gr, Artes (1575) 208 A Rod of lande, 
whiche some call a roode..some a Farthendele. 1600 T. 
Hyttes Avith. 67 a, A farthendele or roode of lande. 1607 
Cowen /nterpr., Harding deale alias Farundell of land 
signifieth the fourth part of an acre. 1692-1732 in CoLes. 
1721-1800 in Bary. 1835 Rep. Muncipal Corporations 
Comm. II. App. 1248 The remaining .. acres are divided 
into quarter acres, called ‘ farthingdoles’, 

b. See quot. ;=FaRrHING 4b. 

c1640 J. Smytu Lives Berkeleys (1883) I. 156 Quarter of 
a yard land called a farrundell. 

Farthingless (faxdinlés), a [f. FarrHine 
sd. +-LESS.] Without a farthing ; destitute. 

1834 Blackw. Mag. XX XV. 695 You being farthingless, 


Farthingsworth (faxdinzwarp). [f. as prec, 
+-wortH.] As much as is bought or sold for a 
farthing, a very small amount. Also fg. 

¢ 1325 Poem Times Edw. I/, 100 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
328 A prest.. That can noht a ferthingworth of god. c 1380 
Wycur Se/. Wks. 11. 515 pe kyng may not take fro hem an 
halfpeny ne ferbingworp. 1393 Lanci. P. PZ. C. vit. 360 
A ferthyng-worth of fynkelsede, 1579 LancHam Gard. 
Health (1633) 519 Afarthingworth of bruised Licoras. 1719 
De For Crusoe (1840) II. y. 108 Not one farthing’s-worth of 
service. 

+ Fa'rture. Ods. [ad. L. fartir-a, f. fart-, ppl. 
stem of farcire to stuff.] = Farsur®, stuffing. 

1657 TomLinson Renou’s Dish. 87 As Salitureand Farture 
rather seem to appertain to a cooks (shop). 

Farundell: see FARTHINGDEAL. 

Far-welted (fa'1,weltéd), a. da/. Also far-, 
fow-, welter’d. [f. WELT v., a. ON. vel/ato over- 
turn; the first element is perh. ON. fiir harm, mis- 
chief, as in fér-vezky very ill.] (See quots.) 

1870 Tennyson North. Farmer, New Style viii, Ane 
ligs on’is back..Woorse nor a far-welter'd (footnote, Or 
fow-welter’d] yowe. 1877 WV. IW. Linc. Gloss., Farwelted, 
overthrown ; said of sheep. 

Farwendine, var. of FARANDINE Obs, 

+ Farry. Sc. Ods. Also farie. Cf. Frrry- 
FARY. [? Related to Farr sd. 6c.] A state of 
tumult or consternation. 

1500-20 Dunpar ‘ ull oft I miss’ 39 Lat us .. evir be 
reddy and addrest, ‘To pass out of this frawfull fary. 1501 
Douctas Pal. Hon, Prol. 107 Amyd the virgultis all in till 
a fary, As feminine so feblit fell I down. 1513 — A’ nezs x, 
xiv. 31 Me3entius..baith hys handis in that sammyn steyd 
Towart the hevin vphevis in a fary. _ 

Fary (Levins 1570), var. of FArRow v. 

+ Fas. Ods. (Since OE. only Sc.) Also 6 fasse, 
fees. [OE. fs, fas str. neut., cogn. with OHG, 

fasom., fasa f. (MHG. vase), also MHG, vaser, 
mod.G, faser, of same meaning. ] 

1. A border, fringe. 

cgso Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. ix. 20 Wif..zeneolecde..and 
zehran fas wedes his. 1474 Ld. 7 reas. Accts, Scot. (1877) 
I. 22 Item vj vnce of silk for fassis. 1501 DouGtias Pad, 
Hfon. 1. xxxiv, Fas, nor uther frenzies, had it none. 1560 
Rotianp Crt. Venus 1. 157 With fassis fyne nane fairer 
mycht be found, 4 

2. As the type of something worthless, 

1508 Ballad in Golagr. & Gaw, sig. bv, Sik gouuernance 
I call noucht vvorth a fasse. 1513 DoucLas /7e7/s iv. Prol. 
155 Scant worth a fas, 

|| Fasces (fee'szz), sd. pl. [L. fascés (sing. fascis 
bundle) in same sense. ] : 

1. A bundle of rods bound up with an axe in the 
middle and its blade projecting. These rods were 
carried by lictors before the superior magistrates 
at Rome as an emblem of their power. 





FASCIAL. 


1598 GRENEWEY Tacitus’ Anu. 1. ili. (1622) 5 The fasces 
or knitch of rods, 1713 Swirr The Faggot, In history we 
never found The consuls’ fasces were unbound, 1879 
Froupe Cesar xxiii. 4or The consular fasces, the emblem 
of the hated Roman authority. 

b. Her. As a badge. 

1889 Exvin Dict. Her. s.v. Fascis, The Fasces are now 
frequently given to those who have held magisterial offices. 

2. ¢ransf. and fig. a. The ensigns of authority or 
power, esf.in Zo take, lay down, resign the fasces ; 
hence also, authority. 

1619 Beaum. & Fi. Valentinian v, vy, He must take the 
fasces. 1666 DrypEN- Aun. Mirab. 199 The Duke. .shook 
aloft the Fasces of the Main. 1673-95 Woop Zi (1848) 
184 The sen", proctor. .laid down the fasces of his authority. 
1797 Burke Let, Affairs Trel. Wks. 1812 V. *321 You 
must submit your fasces to theirs. 1792 S. Rocers Pleas. 
Mem, 1, 292 Diocletian's self-corrected mind The imperial 
fasces of a world resigned. 1827 Macautay JMJachiav. 
Ess. (1854) 49/2 He pines for..the fasces of Brutus. 

+b. The punishments threatened by the fasces ; 


flogging or beheading. Oés, 

1641 R. Brooke Eng. Episc. u. vii. 109 That Tragedy, 
whose Epilogue was Flame and Fagot, or at least the 
fasces to younger men. 

ec. humorously. The birch rod, 

1762 Foote Orator 1. Wks. 1799 I. 197 The fescues and 
fasces .. have been.. consigned to one, or more matron in 
every village. 

Fascet (fe'sét). A tool used to 
glass bottles into the annealing oven, 

1662 Merrett Weri’s Art of Glass ‘364 Fascets are 
Irons thrust into the bottle to carry them to anneal. 1753 in 
Cuamsers Cycl. Supp. 1825 in W. Hamitton Hand-bh, 
Terms A rt & Se. 

Fascia (feefia), Pl. fascie. In architectural 
uses also -as. Forms: 7 fasia, facea, 8 facio, 
-tio, g facia (with English plural), 6- fascia. 
[a. L. fascza in senses 1 and 2.] 

+1. in Zaz. sense: A band, fillet. Ods. 

1587 T. Unperpown tr. Heliodorus 85 Cariclia tied 
a part of her fascia that was foule, about her head. 1594 
Drayton Jdeas Wks. (1748) 399 Poor rogue [Cupid] go 
pawn thy fascia and thy bow. 1606 B. Jonson Hymenzi 
Wks. (Rtldg.) 554/2 A Veile.. bound with a Fascia of 
severall coloured silkes. 

2. Archit. Any long flat surface of wood, stone 
or marble, esf. in the Doric order, the band which 
divides the architrave, and in the Ionic and Corin- 
thian orders, each of the three surfaces into which 
the architrave is divided. (Hence the use ex- 


plained under Facta.) 

1563 SHuTE Avchit. Dija, The lowest Fascia. .the second 
Fascia..the third Fascia. 1663 Grerbier Counsel (1664) 71 
Beades in the Fasia, cut at round. 1703 T. N. City & C. 
Purchaser 13 A broad Plinth, or Fatio. 1766 Entick 
London IV. 81 The present edifice [is] built partly with 
brick, and stone faceas, 1769 De For Jour Gt. Brit. 1.169 
This Work..is crowned with a Facia and Torus of wrought 
Stone. 1827 G. Hiccins Celtic Druids Introd. p. 46 One 
[Round Tower] at Ardmore has fascize at the several stories, 
which all the rest .. seem to want. 1881 F. YounGc Avery 
man his own Mechanic § 1354 Yo the ends of the rafters 
a facia should be nailed. 

+b. A ceiling coved on two opposite sides only. 

1613-39 I. Jones in Leoni Padlladio's Archit. (1742) 1. 39 
A Fascia is the same as a Conca, and terminates to the wall. 
1715 (bid, (1721) I. 83 The Hall is arch’d with a Fascia. 

3. Anat, A thin sheath of fibrous tissue investing 
a muscle or some special tissue or organ; an 


aponeurosis. 

1788 H, Watson in Med. Commun. I. 268 Tendinous 
expansions, or Fascia..support the muscles. 1804 ABER- 
NeTHY Sz~g. Obs. 30 A tumour formed apparently beneath 
the fascia of his thigh, 1840 G, ELiis Amat. 413 The 
palmar fascia and the transverse ligament of the metacarpal 
bones. 1854 Owen Shel. & Teeth (1855) 3 The temporal 
fascia in the turtle. 1876 Dunrine Dis. Sh272 24 The super- 
ficial fascia of muscles. 

b. The substance of which this is composed. 

1881 Mivart Cat 133 This muscle is only covered by skin 
and fascia. 2 - 

4. Any object, or collection of objects, that gives 
the appearance of a band or stripe. a. Astron. 
The belt of a planet. b. Cozchol. A row of per- 
forations. ec. Bot., Zool.,and Ornith. A band of 
colour. d. Her.=F Esse. 

a. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Vechn., Fascixz, in the Planet 
Mars, are certain Rows of Spots, parallel to the Equator of 
that Planet, which looks like Swathes or Fillets wound 
round about his Body. 1825 W. Hamitron Hand-bk, Terms 
Art & Sc., Fasciz, the belts seen on the discs of the superior 
planets. 

b. 1877 Huxtey Anat. Tnv. Anim. ix. 571 The ambulacra 
. are not arranged in fascia. 

ce. 17592 Sir J. Huw Hist. Anim. 152 There are three 
brown fascia running over it of considerable breadth, 1826 
Kirsy & Sp. Extomol. (1828) 111. xxxii. 302 The secondary 
wings are black with an orange fascia near the posterior 
margin, 1839 JArpiIne B77t, Birds 11. 80 An ill-defined 
ochraceous fascia across the vert. s © 

d. 1880 Lxcycl. Brit. X1. 604/2 The Fess, fesse, fascia, is 
a strip placed horizontally across the middle of the field. 


Fascial (fe'fial), @.! vare—'. [f. Fasc-s + 
-(1)AL.] Of or pertaining to the (Roman) fasces. 


1832 in WessTER. 1855 SincLeTON Virgil II. 148 Dost 
thou list. .the fascial rods, Recovered, to behold? 


Fascial (fe fil), @.2 Anat. [ad. L. fascias : 
see Fascra and -au.] Of or pertaining to the 
fascize ; aponeurotic. A 


introduce 


FASCIATE. 


Fasciate (fee'fi,ct), a. [ad. late L. fasctat-us, 
pa. pple. of fascid@re to swathe, f. fascia: see 
Fascta.] Bot, =FAScIATED. 

Fasciate (fe'fijcit), v. [f. late L. fasczat- ppl. 
stem of fasctare: see prec.) ¢rans. To bind with 
or as with a fascia. Also, fo fasctate together. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus ii, The armes not lying 
fasciating or wrapt up, after the Grecian manner. 1664 
Evetyn Sy/va (1776) 543 The fatal prediction of. accidents 
fasciating the boughs and branches of trees. 1677 PLor 
Oxfordsh. 148 A broad flat stalk,as if there were several of 
them fasciated together. 

Fasciated (fee'fijeitéd), 247. a. [f. FAScraTE 2. 
+-EDI. Cf. Fr. fascté.] 

1. Bot. See quot. 1835. 

1835 Linpiey /utrod. Bot. (1848) Il. 382 Fasciated [is] 
when several contiguous parts grow unnaturally together 
into one. 1868 Darwin Anim. § Pl. 1. x. 365 The flower- 
stem [of the Cockscomb] is wonderfully ‘fasciated’ or com- 
pressed. 

b. Crystallog. Massed together. 

x81r Pinkerton Pe/val. II. 133 Very small crystals, 
elegantly fasciated in various directions. F ; 

+2. Of a roof: Coved on two opposite sides 


only: see Fascra 2 b. Cds. : 

1715 Leoni Padladio's Archit. (1721) 1. 79 The Arches of 
the. . Rooms near the Galleries, are fasciated. 

3. Marked with bands or stripes; striped. 

1752 Sir J. Hitt Hist. Anim. 152 The bluish, fasciated 
Porcellana, 1766 Pennant Zool. (1777) IV. 119 Red fasci- 
ated with black or white, along the spires. 1798 — 
Hindoostan 11, 204 The columns are ribbed and near their 
tops doubly fasciated. x80r LatHam Hist. Birds end 
Supp. 312 Fasciated Sandpiper. 

Fasciation (feesi,é'-fon). 
see Fascra and -ATION. ] 

1. The binding up of a limb, etc., with bandages. 

1650 BuLwerR Axthropomet. xix. 190 By their constant 
and foolish Fasciation the Bones..may be incurvated, 1704 
J. Harris Lex. Techn., Fasciation is a binding of Swathes 
about a Limb that is to becured. 1889 WacstTarFEe Wayne's 
Med. Voc, Fasciation, the binding up of a diseased or 
wounded part with bandages. 

+b. concr. A bandage. Obs. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus ii. 107 Even Diadems 
..were but fasciations, and handsome ligatures, about the 
heads. of Princes, 1658 — Hydriot. i. 5 The fasciations 
and bands of death. 

2. The process of becoming fasciated; also, 
fasciated condition (see FASCIATED 1). 

1677 Pior Oxfordsh. 148 The fasciation. . being as it were 
an attempt for two stalks. 1881 J. Grises in Sczence Gossip 
No. 203. 254 The growth of several buds from the same 
node..does not often give rise to fasciation of the branches. 


Fascicle (fe'sik’l). Also 7 fasickle. [ad.L. 
Jasciculus, dim. of fasczs : see FAsces.] 
1. A bunch, bundle. Now only in scientific use. 


Formerly also fig. 

162z F. Marxuam Bk. War w. v. 138 This Fasickle or 
bundle of vertues. 1792 Char. in Ann. Reg. 46/2 The 
middle fascicle of hair..is wrapped in a large quill of silver. 
1846 Dana Zoofh. (1848) 368 Lamelle arranged in groups 
or fascicles. 1877 Coves #2, Anim. vii. 198 The hairs of 
the tail..grow..in somewhat isolated fascicles. 

b. spec. in Lot. A cluster of leaves or flowers 
with very short stalks growing closely together at 
the base; a tuft. Also, a bunch of roots growing 


from one point. 

@1794 Sir W. Jones Select Ind. Plants Wks. 1807 V. 113 
Each blossom, that opens in the fascicle. 1835 LINDLEY 
Introd, Bot. (1848) 1. 320 Fascicle, a term. .synonymous with 
compound corymb. 1872 Otiver Lew, Bot. u. 246 In Larch 
..and Cedar..the acicular leaves are numerous, in dense 
fascicles. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. v. 147 An umbel.. is 
sometimes called a Fascicle. 

ce. Anat. =FASCICULUS Ic. 

1738 Stuart Muscular Motion iii. 44 A fascicle or bundle 
of ..small muscular fibres, 1839 Topp Cyc/. Anat. III. 
600/1 The nerve-tubes separate from the primary trunk into 
smaller fascicles. 1845 ‘Topp & Bowman Piys. Anat. I. 71 
‘The tendons are for the most part implanted by separate 
fascicles into distinct depressions in the bones. 

2. A part, number, ‘livraison’ (of a work pub- 
lished by instalments) ; =F AscIcuLuS 2. 

1647 Mayne Serm. Vind. 19 In the next fascicle, you say 
..that I maintain some things. 1858 CarLyLe Freak. Gi. 
II. x. ii. 606 Suhm translates; sends it to him .. fascicle 
by fascicle, with commentaries. 1887 HYomeop. World 1 Nov. 
52t The Sixth Fascicle completes efits beautiful work, 

Fascicled (fe'sikl’d), ppl. a. Bot. 

+ -ED.] =F ASCICULATE a. 

1792 Koxsurcu Asiatic Res, III. 470 Flowers Papilion- 
aceous .. fascicled. 1830 Linptey Nat. Syst. Bot. 247 
Leaves..sometimes fascicled in consequence of the non- 
development of the branch, 1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., 
Fascicled-whorled, arranged in parcels but forming a whorl, 
or circle. 1880 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. § 1. 31 mote, Fascicled 
Roots are those which form in clusters. 1882 Vines Sachs’ 
Bot. 379 Fascicled branches. 

Fascicular (fasi‘kis/laz), a. 
+-AR.] 

+1. (See quot.) Ods. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fascicular, belonging to a 
bundle or fardel. 1721-x800 in Baiey, 

4] With allusion to Fasces. : 

1866 Sata Barbary 28 A fascicular bundle of canes of 
which a Roman lictor might have been proud. 

2. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, a fascicle. 
a. Bot. Also, Fascicular tissue, ‘a term which 


[a. F. fasciation : 


[f. prec. 


[f. FascrcuL-us 
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includes all the varieties of cellular tissue of plants 
which are collected into bundles or fascicles’ 
(Syd. Soc. Lex., 1884). 


1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Fascicular, arranged in bundles 
or parcels, 1884 Bower & Scotr De Bary’s Phaner. & Ferns 
400 Whether the accompanying fibrous strands belong to 
the ‘ fascicular tissue’ or to the ‘ ground tissue’. 

b. Geol. and Min. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. A/in. (ed. 3) 238 Fascicular .. 
when the fibres diverge only on one side. 1816 P. CLEAvE- 
LAND Min. ii. 54 The fibres may be. . fascicular, like a bundle 
of rods confined at one extremity. 1879 Rutiey Stud. 
Rocks xii. 237 Confused, fascicular, radiating aggregates. 

ce. Anat. 

184s Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat. I. 70 Fascicular 
flattened bands, more or less expanded. 

Hence Fasci‘cularly av., in a fascicular manner. 

17.. Kirwan (cited in Webster) ; 1847 in Craic. 

Fasciculate (fasikis/lct), a. [f. as prec. + 
-AtE %.] Arranged in a fascicle; fascicle-like ; 
growing or occurring in a bunch, bundle, or tuft. 
a. Bot. b. Zool. e. Path. 


a. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xxvii. 412 The roots are 
..fasciculate. 1861 H. Macmittan /ootnotes fr. Nature 
46 Its branches are fasciculate and disposed around the 
stem in spirals. 1872 Oxtver Zlem. Bot. 1. vii. 80 Leaves 
tufted in this way are said to be fasciculate [as in Pine]. 

b. 1846 Dana Zooph. iv.(1848)83 When the branches are 
laterally in contact, as in the Columnariz .:fasciculate 
forms result. 1870 RotLeston Axim. Life Introd. 117 
A fasciculate rather than an arborescent arrangement. 

c. 1847-9 Toop Cycl. Anat. 1V. 119/2 ‘The ‘ fasciculate’ 
variety of cancer. 

Hence Fasci‘culately adv. 

1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Fasciculately-tuberous, roots com- 
posed of parcels of tubers. 1846 Dana Zoopfh. (1848) 308 
Corallum with unequal lamellz, fasciculately interrupted. 

+ Fasci‘culate, v. Obs.—° [f. L. fascécul-us 
+ -ATE3.] trans. ‘To tie up into a bundle or 
fascicle’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656-81). 

1708-32 in CoLes. ‘ 

Fasciculated (fasikiz/leitéd), Af/. a. [f. prec. 
+-ED1.] In various scientific uses = FASCICULATE. 

1777 Hunter in PAi2, Trans. LXVI1. 611 The fasciculated 
surfaces in the heart. 1788 tr. Swedenbore’s Wisd. Angels 
v. § 366. 345 The Fibres .. successively collect themselves 
into Nerves, and when they are fasciculated or become 
Nerves [etc.]. @1798 PENNANT Zool, (1812) IV. xxxiii. 185 
Asterias, or sea star, with twelve broad rays. .roughened with 
fasciculated long papillze on the upper part. 1835-6 ‘Topp 
Cycl, Anat. 1. 140/1 The muscular system consists of reddish 
and whitish fasciculated fibres. 1853 TH. Ross H2mboldt’s 
Trav. WI. xxvi. 115 We found some [veins] .. full of small 
fasciculated crystals of rutile titanite. 1854 S. THomson 
Wild Fl. 1. (ed. 4) 29 The fasciculated or bundled [root].. 
we see in the bird’s-nest orchis. 


Fasciculation (fasi:kizléi‘fon). [f. Fascrcu- 
LATE v.: see -ATION.] a. The state of being 
fasciculate. bb. That which is fasciculated. 

Fasciculato-, combining form of Fascrovu- 
LATE, occas. prefixed to other adjs. to indicate a 


fasciculate form or arrangement. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 404 Fasciculato-glomerate t tubes 
of the coralla cylindrical. 1866 77eas. Bot., Pasciculato- 
vamose, when branches or roots are drawn closely together 


so as to be almost parallel. 
Fascicule (feesikil). [a. F. fasctcule, ad, L. 


Sasciculus; see FAScicuLus.] 

+1. (See quot.) Obs. 

1699 EveLyNn Acetaria (1729) 152 Fascicule, a reasonable 
full Gripe, a Handful. 

= FASCICLE 2, FASCICULUS 2. 

1880 G. ALLEN in Academy 24 Jan. 58/2 Mr. Spencer will 
obtain more readers for separate fascicules .. than he is 
likely to find for his thicker volumes. 1880 Nature XX1. 
453 Three large octavo volumes in double column, which 
will appear by fascicules of 300 to 400 pages. 

=F ASCICULUS Ic. 

1745 Parsons Muscular Motion i. 22 Many Filaments, or 
tendinous Fibres, which are parallel to one another in every 
little Bundle or Fascicule. 

Fasciculite (fasikizloit). A. [f. Fascrcue 

+-1TE.] Tufted fibrous hornblende. 

1823 Hitcucock in Amer. Fru. Sc. V1. 226 So. .striking 
an instance do these exhibit of the fascicular structure of 
minerals that I..have denominated them Fasciculite. 1884 
Dana Min. 240 The fasciculite of Hitchcock is merely this 
tufted hornblende. 

|| Fasciculus (fasikizlis). Pl. fasciculi. 
[L. fasciculus, dim. of fasc?s: see Fasces.] 

1. =F ascrcix 1; chiefly in scientific use. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. (1843) 1. 344 These pale-blue 
fasciculi Mr, Blackwell found to proceed from two additional 
spinners. 1823 Scorrssy ¥77/.77 Every spine consisted 
of a fasciculus of needles. 1836-7 Sir W. Hami_ton 
Metaph, xxxiv. (1859) II. 286 Our cognitions comprehend 
different fasciculi of notions. . 1865 Darly Tel. 28 Oct. 4/6 
‘To see Lord Palmerston. .fumble with a fasciculus of papers. 
1874 tr. Lommel’s Light 20 A small conical fasciculus [of 
rays of light] traverses the aperture. 

b. Bot. =FAScICLE I b. 

1857 Henrrey Bot. § 135 The fasciculus is a cymose col- 
lection of nearly sessile flowers. 1889 WacsTaFFE AZayne's 
Med. Voc., Fasciculus, a handful, as of flowers, leaves, roots. 

ce. Anat, ‘A bundle of fibres, chiefly applied to 
nerve structures’ (Wagstaffe), 

1713 CHESELDEN Axaz, Introd.(1726) 3 Nerves are Fasciculi 
of cylindrical fibres. 1797 M. Battie Morb, Anat. (1807) 21 
The fasciculi of the muscular fibres. 1881 Mivart Cat 125 
Each fasciculus being furnished by a membranous envelope, 








FASCINATION. 


2. =FASCICLE 2. : 

1844 Lincarp Anglo-Sax. Ch. (1858) I. vii. 281 He 
collected entire psalms .. in eight separate fasciculi. 1872 
Exracomse Ch, Sells Devon vii. 161 An elegant folio fasci- 
culus descriptive of the bell and shrine, 1880 Atheneum 
29 May 699 We have received the first fasciculus of a new 
monthly periodical in Hebrew. 


+ Fascina‘de. Olds. rave. [f. FAsctne +-anE: 
cf. stockade, palisade.] (?) A defensive work com- 


posed of fascines. ; 
1736 Lepiarp Marlborough Il. 171 A Bridge of Hurdles 
and Planks..by which their Fascinades were join’d. 


+Fascinage. Ols. rare—'. [a. F. fascinage, 
f. fascine: see FASCINE sb.] = prec. 

1715 Lond. Gaz. No. 5347/1 A great part of the Fascinage 
had been torn away by the Rhine. 

Fascinate (fivsine't). [f. L. fascznat- ppl. 
stem of fascénare to enchant, f. fascenum spell, 
witchcraft. Cf. F. fasciner.] 

+1. trans. To affect by witchcraft or magic; to 
bewitch, enchant, lay under a spell. Ods. 

1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hua. w. ix, I was fascinated, 
by Jupiter: fascinated: but I will be unwitch’d, and 
reveng'd, by law. 1621-5r Burton Azat. Mel. 1. ii. m1. ii. 
96 Why do witches and old women, fascinate and bewitch 
children? 1657 Tomiinson Revou's Disp. 108 Such as.. 
promise to fascinate and cure stinking breaths. 

2. +a. To cast a spell over (a person, animal, 
etc.) by a look; said esp. of serpents. b. In later 
use disconnected from the notion of witchcraft: To 
deprive of the power of escape or resistance, as 
serpents are said to do through the terror produced 
by their look or merely by their perceived presence. 

1641 J. Jackson 7rue Evang. T.1. 17 Man is a.. Basilisk 
..fascinating with an envious eye the prosperity of his 
neighbour. 1845 Topp & Bowman Physiol. Anat. I. xii. 
390 The serpent fascinates its prey, apparently by the power 
of his eyes. 1848 Macauray //7st. Eng. Il. 582 James.. 
remained at Whitehall, fascinated .. by the greatness and 
nearness of the danger, and unequal to the exertion of 
either struggling or flying. 1857 H. Reep Lect, Eng. 
Poets 11, xii. 124 The pet dove of the castle fascinated in 
the forest by a serpent. f 

3. jig. +a. To enslave (the faculties), the judge- 
ment of (a person) (0ds.). b. To attract and 
retain the attention of (a person) by an irresistible 
influence. e@. Now usually, To attract and ‘hold 
spellbound’ by delightful qualities; to charm, 


enchant. 

a. 1651 Relig. Wotton, Disp. Buckhm. & Essex 54 A cer- 
tain innate wisdom and vertue ..with which he. . fascinated 
all the faculties of his incomparable master. 1789 BENTHAM 
Princ. Legisl. xviii. § 44 note, Aristotle, fascinated by the 
prejudice of the times, divides mankind into .. freemen and 
. Slaves. 

b. 1847 Emerson Rep. Mex, Napoleon Wks. (Bohn) I. 
378 He delighted to fascinate Josephine .. in a dim-lighted 
apartment by the terrors of a fiction, 1862 Burron Bk. 
Hunter (1863) 111 The eye of the Ancient Mariner fascinated 
the wedding guest. 

ec. 1815 Moore Ladla R. (1824) 30 Illum’d by a wit that 
would fascinate sages. 1832 Lytron Eugene A. 1. v, The 
gay Ellinor was fascinated into admiration. 1874 Morey 
Comprontise (1886) 23 ‘They so fascinated the imagination. . 
that [etc.]. 

absol. 1875 Emerson Lett. §& Soc. Aims, Eloguence Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 189 ‘This power [eloquence] .. fascinates and 
astonishes. 

Fascinated (fe'sineitéd), pp/. a. 
-ED1,] In senses of the vb. 

1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), Hasctnated, bewitched. 1768 
STERNE Sent, Fourn. (1775) 1. 56 (Paris) Tilting at it like 
fascinated knights. 1810 SourHey Ae/ama v. xii, Her 
fascinated eyes. 1817 — Life (1850) IV. 233 Are they ren- 
dered absolutely helpless by fear, like a fascinated bird? 

Fascinating (fe'sineitin), Af/. a. [f. as prec. 
+-InG%,] That fascinates, in senses of the vb. 
Now chiefly, Irresistibly attractive, charming. 

1648 W. Mountacue Devout Ess. 1. xix, § 5. 353 Such 
temptations and fascinating vanities. 1794 SuLLivan l7ew 
Nat. I. 9 Bewitching and fascinating flowers, 1869 J. 
Martineau “ss, IT, 111 M. Cousin’s fascinating lectures 
on the history of philosophy. 

Hence Fa‘scinatingly adv. 

1835 Zait's Mag. Il. 538 Our enamel smilingly and 
fascinatingly displayed. 1870 7emple Bar Mag. XX1X. 
1gt Heroines. .lovely..and fascinatingly attired. 


Fascination (fesiné'fon). [ad. L. fascind- 
tion-em, n. of action f. fascindre to Fascinate.] 

1. The casting ofa spell; sorcery, enchantment; an 
instance of this, a spell, incantation. Ods. exc. A7st. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. xi. § 3. 46 Fascination is the 
power and act of Imagination intensive vpon other bodies. 
1615 Crooke Body of Man 60 We deny that fascination or 
bewitching is done onely by sight. 1626 Donne Serm. 
exxxix. V. 488 When Elijah used that holy Fascination 
upon Elisha to spread his mantle over him. 1681 GLANVILL 
Sadducismus 1. 1 The odd Phcenomena of Witchcraft and 
Fascination, 1702 C. Maruer Magn. Chr. 1. iv. (1852) 66 
They began to suspect that the Indian sorcerers had laid 
the place under some fascination, 1855 SMEDLEY Occult 
Sciences 204 A belief in Fascination..appears to have been 
very generally prevalent in most ages and countries. 

+b. The state of being under a spell. Ods. 

1651 J. F[REAKE] Agrifpa’s Occ. Philos. 101 Fascination 
is a binding, which comes from the spirit of the Witch, 
through the eyes of him that is bewitched, entering to his 
heart. 1767 Fawkes Theocritus v1. note, The antients 
imagined that spitting in their bosoms three times, .would 
prevent fascination, 


[f. prec. + 


FASCINATIVE. 


2. The action and the faculty of fascinating their 
prey attributed to serpents, etc. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 219 They [Rattle Snakes] 
are supposed to have the power of fascination in an eminent 
degree. 1848 Lyrron //arold 1.i, The fascination of the 
serpent on the bird held her mute and frozen. 

b. The state of being so fascinated. 

1831 Brewster Wat. A/agic iii. (1833) 43 Mrs. A. described 
herself as at the time sensible of a feeling like what we 
conceive of fascination. 

3. Fascinating quality ; irresistibly attractive 
influence; an instance or mode of this. 

1697 Evetyn (zmisiz, ix. 301 Unaccountable Fascina- 
tion, or other material Quality of Mastering Spirits. 1784 
Cowrrer Task vi. ror Some to the fascination of a name 
Surrender judgment hoodwinked. @1806 K. Wuitr J/y 
own Charac. 42 in Rem, (1816) I. 29, 1..can’t withstand you 
know whose fascination. 1816 J. Scorr 7s. Paris (ed. 5) 
209 A Frenchwoman..will ever be felt. .to be a creature of 
fascination, 1843 Prescotr JZexico(1820) I. 185 The career 
thus thrown open had all the fascinations of a desperate 
hazard. 1847 Emerson Repr. Aen Wks. (Bohn) I. 283 Like 
a master .. drawing all men by fascination into tributaries. 
1860 Hawrnorne 7vansform. I, xix. 203 That perilous 
fascination which haunts the brow of precipices. 

Fascinative (fe'sincitiv), a. [f. Fascinatr v. 
+-IVE.] Disposed or tending to fascinate. 

1855 Baiwey J/ystic 96 Vipers..'That fascinative seek the 
tender breasts Of wilful maids, and sing their souls to 
sleep. 1874 M. Cotuins 7vansmigr. 1. vii. 119, I acknow- 
ledged Lady Diana’s marvellous fascinative force. 

Fascinator (fe'sineitor), [a. L. fascindtor, 
agent-n. f. fascindre to FascinaTe. Cf. F. fas- 
ctnateur.| One who fascinates. a, A magician, 
b. A charming or attractive person. 

a. 1750 tr. Leonardus’ Mirr. Stones 52 Nor does this 
happen merely from the sight, but from—the soul of the 
fascinator. 1862 Lytton Str. Story II. 147 The dread 
Fascinator from whom it had been taken. 

b. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xvii, The demdest little 
fascinator in all the world. 18853 Maser Cotiins Pretéiest 
Wom. i, Sacha was considered an irresistible fascinator. 


Fascinatress (fe'sineitrés). [f. prec. + -Ess. 
Cf. F. fasctnatrice.| A fascinating woman. 

1878 H. James Daisy Miller 42 ‘She’s an enchantress .. 
a charmer’, I said, ‘a fascinatress’, 

Fascine (fes?n), sd. Also 8 fachine, 9 facine. 
[a. F. fascine, ad. L. fascina, f. fasces a bundle.] 

1. Adz?. A long cylindrical faggot of brush or 
other small wood, firmly bound together at short 
interyals, used in filling up ditches, the construction 


of batteries, etc. Usually in Ad. 

@ 1688 Sir T. Morcan Relat. Progr. France (1699) 14 The 
major-general .. ordered the two battalions .. each man to 
take up a long fascine upon their musquets and pikes. 1692 
Lond. Gaz. No, 2807/2 Orders are given to provide a great 
number of Fascines, in order to storm the Castle of Ebern- 
burg. 1776 C. Lee in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) I. 
158 They are employed in making fascines. . for constructing 
three redoubts. 1801 WeLtincron in Gurw. Desf. I. 361 
‘They ought to be provided with facines to fill a part of the 
ditch. 1880 KinGLake Crimea VI, ix. 241 Of round-shot, 
of gabions and fascines. , 

b. transf. in various non-military uses, esp. in 
Civil Engineering. 

r7iz E. Cooxe Voy. S. Sea 412 He..made a Sort of 
floating Island of Fascines, Earth, and other Materials. 
1723 Pres. State Russia 1. 351 A large Dike or Peer made 
of Fachines and Earth. 1852 Burney Rudin. Hydraulic 
Lngineering i. 94 The lower part of the majority of wooden 
jetties is..covered either by a mass of concrete, of loose 
stones, or of fascines, 1866 Ler tr. Keller's Lake Dwell, 
Sw7tz. 70 The upper beds of fascines. .lock into one another 
at the ends and form one continuous mass. 

2. .transf. and fig. 

1844 H. Rocrers “ss. (1860) III. 121 This fascine of cita- 
tions .. is in truth nothing to the purpose. 1870 H. Mac- 
MILLAN Bible Teach. iv. 70 The pine is a natural fascine or 
fortification against the ravages of the elements. 

3. attrib. a. Suitable for fascines, as fascine- 
stick. . Consisting or made of fascines, as 
Jascine-battery, -bridge, -platform ; fascine-dwell- 
ing, a lacustrine habitation supported on fas- 
cines ; hence fasctne-dweller; fascine-horse (sce 


quot.). 

1748 Smottetrt Rod. Rand. xxxiii. (1804) 213 A body of 
sailors who made themselves masters of ..the *fascine 
batteries. 1857 S. Osporn Quedah xii. 150 When clearing 
away the jungle to construct the fascine battery. 1796 
SrepMan Surinam I. iv. 82 To throw a *fascine bridge over 
the marsh. 1882 R. Munro Axe. Scot. Lake-dwellings 12 
The civilisation of the *fascine-dwellers. 1866 Ler tr, 
Keller's Lake Dwell. Switz. 69 The *fascine dwellings 
seem only to have been adopted in lakes of small depth and 
extent. 1859 F. A. Grirrirus Artz/. Man. (ed. 9) 254 
A *fascine horse is formed with two pickets..driven about 
1 foot obliquely into the ground, so as to cross each other 
at right angles 2 feet above the surface of the earth; and 
they are fastened together at their point of meeting with 
cord. 1866 Lee tr. Keller's Lake Dwell. Switz. 72 Yhis 
gentleman .. noticed .. parts of a *fascine platform. 1870 
Daily News 18 Oct., The country .. affording withies for 
binding and *fascine sticks to any extent, 

Hence Fascine v. ¢rans, to fill up with fas- 


cines, 

1870 Daily News 29 Nov., The pioneers had .. fascined 
the track. 

Fascinery (fes7nori). [f. Fascrn sd. + -Ery.] 
(See quot.) 

1856 Brees Terms Archit. etc., Fascinery, a description 
of cradling or hurdle-work, employed to retain earth. 
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+ Fa‘scinous, 2. Obs. rare. [f. L. fascin-um 
witchcraft +-ous.] ‘Caused or acting by witch- 
craft or enchantment’ (J.). 

1666 G. Harvey Mord. Angl. xix. (1672) 38, I shall not 
here undertake the task of discussing the possibility of fas- 


cinous Diseases. 
+ Fase. Ods. [ad. L. (Vulg.) phase, a. Heb. 


ND} fe'sah passover.] The passover. 

1388 Wycur x. xii. 2t Take a beeste by 3oure meynees 
and offre 3e fase [1382 paske]. /dzd. 43 Thisis the religioun 
of fase [1382 phask]. 

Fase, obs. form of foes, pl. of For. 

+ Farsel, sd. Ods.—°. Ings fasylle. [f.next.] A 
travelling, a shred. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 150/2 Fasylle of a clothe (or other lyke, 
P.), fractillus. 

+ Farsel, v. Obs. rare. Also 6 fasyll, 7 fazle. 
[Cf. Ger. faselen, Du. vezelen, cogn. with OL. fxs 
Fas.] iztr. Toravel. Also, fo fasel out. 

c1440 Promp. Parv., 150/2 Facelyn as clothys (faselyn 
P.), wzllo, 1530 Patsor. 546/t My sleeve is fasylled. 1643 
T. Goopwin Child of Light 58 Which hath fazled and 
entangled this controversy. 

+ Fasels, sd. p/. Os. Forms: 6 faselles, 
facilles, 7 phaselles, faceles, fasells, fesels, 7— 
fasels. [ad. L. faseolt, pl. of faseolus in same 
sense. Cf. OF. faseles.] a. Chick pease: see 
CHIck-PEA. b. Kidney-beans : see BEAN 3. 

1558-68 WarpeE tr. Alexis’ Secr. 71a, A kind of litle 
graine called in Latine fascodi, in Englishe facilles and 
cyche peason, 1562 Turner Herbal u. 86a, Phasiolus may 
be called in Englishe /aseddes untill we can fynd a better 
name for it. 160x HoLtLanp Pliny I. 496 The Pulse named 
Dolychos, which is Fasels or Kidney beanes. 1616 SuRFL. 
& Marku. Country Farme 147 Fasels or Jong Pease. 1628 
May Vinrgit’s Georg. 1. 247 Disdain not Fesels, or poor Vech 
tosow. 1693 UrquHart Lade/ais i. viii. 68 Pease, Beans, 


Fasels [etc.]. 
Fash (fef), 5b.) Sc. and north. dial. [f. Fasu 


v.1] Trouble, vexation; bother, inconvenience ; 
also, something that gives trouble. Zo take (¢he) 
Sash: to take (the) trouble, to be at the pains. 
1794 Burns Addr. to Toothache iv, Of a’.. The tricks o’ 
knaves, or fash 0’ fools, Thou bear’st the gree. 1808 Ez. 
Hamitton Cottagers of Glenburnie(ed. 2) 150 We have never 
ta’en the fash to put it by. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. iv, 
‘Clergy and captains can gie an unco deal o’ fash in thae 
times.’ 1832-53 Whistle-binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. m1. 111 Weel 
kennin’ it [cash] only wad breed me mair fash. 1855 
Rosinson Whitby Gloss., Fash, trouble, inconvenience. 
1861 Ramsay Renin. Ser. u. 175 When there’s ony fash or 
trouble, The deevil a thing you'll doat a’. 1868 G. Mac- 
ponaLp &, Malconer Il. 252, ‘I didna think ye wad hae 


ta’en sae muckle fash.’ 
Fash (fee), 56.2 dal. [? var. of Fas, OE. fes.] 


A fringe; anything resembling a fringe. 

It is doubtful whether the first quot. belongs here: the 
word might be a. OF. faisse:—L. fascia band. 

1558 Nichimond. Wills (Surtees) XXVI. 128 A fashe of 
silke and sewed withe gold. 1847-78 in HatuiweLt. 1877 
Holderness Gloss., Fash, the long hair of a horse's legs. 

b. dial. The tops of carrots, turnips or mangolds, 

e17s0 J. Corer (Tim Bobbin) Lac. Dialect Gloss., 
Fash, the tops of turnips, etc. 1847 in HaLviwe tv. 

ce. A rough edge or ridge left on nails, cast 


bullets, etc. 

1831 J. Hortanp Manuf. Metal I. 215 The perfection of 
cut nails, consists principally in the shank being. .free from 
fash. /ézd. 335 The teeth [of the saw] are severally filed to 
a sharp point, and the wiry edges, or fash .. completely 
removed, 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Fash, the mark 
left by the moulds upon cast bullets. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., 
fash, a burr or roughness on anything. 

Hence Fash a., hairy. 

1877 Holderness Gloss., ‘ His legs is varry fash.’ 

Fash (fef), v.! Chiefly Sc. and north. dial. 
Also 6-7 fasch(e, fashe (?6 fach). [a. OFr. 

Sascher (Fr. facher).} 

Ll. ¢rans. To afflict, annoy, trouble, vex. Also, to 
give trouble to, bother, weary. Also véf. and Zo 
Sash one’s beard, head, thumb: to take trouble. 

1533 BeLttenpreN Livy v. (1822) 393 The Veanis war sa 
faschit be continuall ambicioun and desire of honouris. 1556 
J. Heyvwoop Spider § F. lvii. 128 Behold .. How thordin- 
ance lieth flies fer and ner to fach. . how euerie peece .. Hath 
a spider gonner with redy fired mach, 1637 RuTHERFORD 
Lett. cxly. (1862) 1. 342 Fash Christ (if I may speak so) and 
importune Him. 1723 Wodrow Corr. (1843) ILL. 45 Be not 
fashed ifyou miss a letter. 1725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. m1. ii, 
Howe’er I get them, never fash your beard. 1823 Gat 
Entail WII. ii, 2t Ne’er fash your head wi’ your father’s 
dodrums. 1824 Scotr Redgauntlet Let. xi, ‘Never fash 
yoursel’ wi’ me... but look to yoursel’.’ 1861 Ramsay Rein. 
Ser, 1.125 What gars your horse’s tail wag that way? it’s 
fashed wi a wakeness. 1871 C. Gipson Lack of Gold ii, 
He .. never fashed his thumb about his debt. 1874 HeEtrs 
Soc. Press. iv. (1875) 60 People fash themselves about. .dim 
and distant dangers. 1876 Whitby Gloss. s.v., ‘ Deeant fash 
your beard anent it.’ 

2. intr. for ref. To weary, be annoyed ; to bother 
or trouble oneself; to take trouble. Const. of 
» 1585 James I. Zss. Poesie (Arb.) 74 Then woundred I .. 
how they did them selfis so farr begyle, To fashe of tyme. 
1597 Montcomerte Cherrie § Slae 597 Of our fellowschip 
30u fasche. J/é7d. 1435 For feir folk maun not fash. 1721 
J. Ketty Collect. Scot. Proverbs 390 You soon fash of a good 
office, a@z8x0 TANNAHILL Poems (1846) 70 Wha..wad fash 
toscribble, Expecting scorn for a’ his trouble? 182 Gar 
Ann. Parish Dalmailing 229 The dinner was alittle longer 
of being on the table than usual, at which he began to 














FASHION. 


fash. 1886 Stevenson Kidnapped xviii. 178 ‘They didnae 
stop to fash with me !’ 

Hence Fashed, ppl.a. Troubled, worried. 

1597 MontcomeriE Cherrie § Slae 296 The mair I wrestlit 
with the wynd, The faschter still myself I fynd. 

Fash (fe{), v.2 dial. [f. Fasu 5b.2] To cut 
off the tops (of turnips, etc.). 

1882 Lanc. Gloss., Fash, to pare, to cut off. 1884 Chesh. 
Gloss., Fashing turnips is generally done by piecework. 

Fashen. Sc. Also feshen,foshen. [pa. pple. 
of Frercu v.] 

1768 Ross /elenore iii. 123 Just as their ain, she’s fashen 
up, an’ ta’en For Dick’s ae dather, now by ilka ane. 

Fashery (fee‘féri). Sc. and north. Also 6 
fascherie, -ery,(faschrie, fashrie), 7~9 fasherie. 
[ad. OF . fascherze (Fr. facherie), £. fascher ( facher) 
to Fasu.] Annoyance, trouble, vexation, worry ; 
also something that causes worry. vare in J. 

1553 Q. Kennepy Compend. Tractive, We geve nocht occa- 
sioun of fascherie to the Redare. 16.. in Poet. Misc. (1845) 33 
My muse began to tire, Through daily faschery of my owne 
affaires. @1605 MonTGomERIE Sov. v.3 With frostis of fashrie 
frozen is that heet. 1621 MotLr Camerar. Liv. Libr. iu. vi. 
167 Fence the mind from the fasheries and troubles that 
molest it. 1725 Wodrow Corr. (1843) ILI. 173 Nobody gives 
you so much fashery. 1820 Scott Monast. iv, You kirk- 
folk make sic a fasherie. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Fashery, all 
kinds of ‘botheration’, 1882 StrvENson AZex §& Bhs. 389 
Not without some cross and fashery of mind and body. 

Fashion (fe'fon),5d. Forms: 4 facioun, -un(e, 
4-5 fasoun (4-zoun), 4-6 Sc. fassoun, (-s)sowne), 
5-6 facion(e, -cyon, -oun, (-ssion, -oun, 
-s)syon(e, 5 fasceon, -schyoun, 6 facon, -son, 


-sson(e, fastyon, fachion, -scyon, -shin, 
-sshon, -s)shyon, -szshion, fayssyon), 6- 
fashion. [a. OF. facon, fazon, ONF. fachon 


(mod.Fr, fagow)=Pr. farsso, It. fazione (the Sp. 
Jaccton is of learned origin) :—L. factzon-em, n. of 
action f. facére to make : see Facrion s6.] 

+1. The action or process of making. Hence, 
the ‘making’ or workmanship as an element in 


the value of plate or jewellery. Ods. 

1463 Alann. §& Housch. Exp. 154 Ffor the fasyon of the 
same schene, v.mare. 1575-6 Act 18 £liz.c.15 This they 
[Goldsmythes] take not above the rate of xij d. for the ounce 
of Golde (besides the fashion). 1590 Suaxs. Com. Err. 1. 
i. 29 The..chargefull fashion .. doth amount to three odde 
Duckets more. 1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. i. 393 
Of the fashion of a childe in the wombe, and how the 
members are framed. 1664 Pepys Diary (1879) III. 62 They 
judge the fashion to be worth above 5s. per 0z. more. 1761-2 
Hume /ist, Eng. (1806) III. App. iii. 630, 14 or 15 thousand 
pounds weight [of silver plate], which, besides the fashion, 
would be [etc. ]. 

2. Make, build, shape. 
visible characteristics, appearance. 
material and of immaterial things. arch. 


Jashion: out of shape. 

Some of the earlier instances may belong to 2c. 

«1300 Cursor M., 22322 (Cott.) Fair in faciun for to sei. 
c1320 Sir Benes 2155 Me wolde benke be his fasoun, Pat 
hit were Beues of Hamtoun, c1350 W7/l. Palerne 402 
A dere damisele..of alle fasoun pe fairest. 14.. Tundale's 
Vis. 2062 A crowne Off gold that was of semyly faschyown. 
1440 Promp. Parv. 150/2 Fassyone, or factyone, forme of 
makynge, forma, formefactura, formefactio. C1511 1st 
Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 35/1 There be dyuers 
people of fason in our lande..there be people that haue 
the body of a man and the hede lyke a dogge. 1526 
Tinpace Luke xii. 56 Ye can skyll of the fassion of the erth, 
and of the skye. 1551 Rosinson tr. AZove’s Utop. 1. (Arb.) 
31 Vnder the line equinoctiall. .all thynges bee. .out of fas- 
syon, and comelinesse. 1562 Turner /lerbal u. 85 a, 
Phalaris. .hath a sede..whyte in fasshon. 1581 MutcasTER 
Positions xxx. (1887) 11x If the infirmitie in fashion be 
casuall .. exercise .. will make that streight, which was 
croked. x6x1 Biste Luke ix. 29 The fashion of his coun- 
tenance was altered. 1615 Crooxe Body of Man 20 He 
inquireth into the nature and fashion of euery Bone. @ 1661 
Futver Worthies (1840) II. 261 This county, in fashion, is 
like a bended bow. 1784 Cowrer 7 ask 1. 21 A massy slab, 
in fashion square or round. 1793 Burke Rem. Policy Allies 
Wks. 1842 I. 591 The fashion of some constitution which 
suited with their fancies. 1865 SwinpuRNE Poems §& Ball, 
Before Parting 21, 1 know..The fashion of fair temples 
tremulous With tender blood. 1877 L. Morris Epic Hades 
1, 221, I knew not The fashion of his nature. 

+b. Spoken of as an attribute, that may be im- 
parted and possessed ; form as opposed to matter. 

1576 Lamparve Peramb. Kent (1826) p. v, The craftesman 
that bringeth it to fashion. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s 
Hush. w. (1586) 185 b, The..common sort {of bees] when 
they begin to have fashion, are called Nimphes. 1594 T. B. 
La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 394 The. seede.. receiueth 
not fashion presently vpon the conception, but remaineth 
for a time without any figure. 1614 Br. Hai Recol/. Treat. 
897 When wee have matter, wee can give fashion: thou 
gavest a being to the matter, without forme. 

+c. Face, features. Ods. d . 

[A very common use in OF. ; perh, associated with /ace.] 

¢ 1300 Cursor M. 21319 (Cott.) Matheu o man he has 
facium, Luce has of ox. c1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode i. 
Xxxviii. (1869) 155 She shadwde hire visage and hire facioun 
vnder hire hood. 

8. A particular make, shape, style, or pattern. 


Somewhat arch. 
¢1328 Song Merci 41 in E. E. P. (1862) 119, I made be 
Mon..Of feture liche myn owne fasoun, a31450 Le Morte 
Arth. 2531 Galeis grete of fele fasowne. 1522 Bury Wills 
(Camden) 116 A quarte wyne pott of the olde fasshon. | 1576 
Fieminc Panofpl. Epist. 299 Two standing cuppes of silver, 
11-2 


Hence, in wider sense, 
Said both of 


+ Out of 


FASHION, 


differing from the fashion of this time. 1611 Biste 7vans/. 
Pref, 9 Vhe very Romane Seruice was of two fashions, the 
New fashion, and the Old. 1699 Dampier Vay. II. 1. 62 
Besides, our fashions of Utensils differ mightily from theirs. 
1714 J. Fortescue-ALanp Pref, Fortescue's Abs. § Lim. 
Mon. 32 The Author. .puts in his Franco-Germanick, of the 
Latin fashion. 1848 Macauray Hist. Eng. 1. 464 A limited 
monarchy after the modern fashion, 1849 James Woodman 
iv, Spreading out at the edges in the fashion of a basin. 

b. esp. with reference to attire: a particular 
‘cut’ or style. Cf. 8 ¢, 9. 

1529 Supplic. to King (E.E.T.S.) 52 Somtyme cappe, som- 
tyme hoode ; nowe the Frenshe fasshyon, nowe the Spanyshe 
fasshyon. 1605 Suaxs. Lear 11, vi. 84, I do not like the 
fashion of your garments. _@1674 CLARENDON Surv. 
Leviath. (1676) 81 Yo wear his Clothes of that fashion which 
he likes best. 1838 Lyrron A dice 6 Her dress..of no very 
modern fashion. , : 

+e. A device, material or immaterial. Ods. 

1560 WuiTEHORNE Arte Warre (1573) bija, Against this 
fashion they haue used to make a fashion like unto a paire 
of sheres. 1597 Montcomerir Cherrie § Slae 1363 Se first 
quhat fashion may be fund To pacifie his pains. ; 

4. Kind, sort. Now varve. Also + Lz fashion to: 


of a kind to. 

1562 TurNER Herbal 1.73 b, Suche fasshon of figure is not 
in a Mirt-berry. 1591 Suaxs. 7ivo Gent. v. iv. 6x Thou 
friend of an ill fashion. 1596 — AZferch. V. 1. ii. 23 ‘This 
reason is not in fashion to choose me a husband. 1608 — 
Per. 1. ii. 84 Gentlemen of all fashions. 1611 Corcr., 
Panier..a fashion of Trunke made of Wicker. 1874 MorLry 
Compromise (1886) 87 Consider the difference between these. 
two fashions of compromise, 

5. Manner, mode, way, esf. in After, fof, in, 
+ 01, this, such a, my, hes, etc. fashion. rare in pl. 

13.. EZ. E, Allit. P. A. 1100, & coronde wern alle of be 
same fasoun. 1375 BarBour Bruce xvi. 300 Palzeonis Be 
stentit on syndry fassownys. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymon xiv. 35t To heyy a bourdon for to lede of this 
facyon. 1539 in Vicary’s Anat. (1888) App. iii. 173 [They] 
passed through the Cytie in good ordre after A warlike 
facion. 1567-83 Sewpill Ball. o8 Ay selling caill, The best 
fassoun I may. 1602 Suaxs. //azu. 1, ili. 111 He hath im- 
portun’d me with loue, In honourable fashion. 1633 
Be. Hatt Hard Texts 358 We doe, inall fashions of sorrow 
bemoane ourselves. 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 7, 1 
have governed my Subjects in such a fashion that [etc.]. 
1715 De For Fam. Instruct, 1. v. (1841) 1. rog After quite 
another fashion. 1822 Lams Zé/a Ser. 1. Distant Corr., 
Subjects serious in themselves, but treated after my fashion, 
non-seriously, 1860 TynpaLt Glac. 1. vill. 58 In zigzag 
fashion. .I continued to ascend, 

b. In depreciatory sense, After, 72, a or some 
fashion ; somehow or another, in a sort, tolerably, 
not too well. 

1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 459 Whom yet Rome har- 
bors, and, in a fashion, graces. 1860 G. MacponaLp Azz, 
Q. Neighé. i. (1878) 5 Work .. which I can do after some 
fashion. 1869 TrRottore He Anew xvi. (1878) 89 Provid- 
ence..has made me a lady after a fashion. 

+e. A method of doing anything. Ods. 

1556 Aurelio § [sab. (1608) K viij, And this is the fachone 
be the whiche al the reames and dominions .. I presently 
do posseade, have beane gotten, 1577 B. GoocEe Heresbach’s 
flush. 1. (1586) 42b, To wynnowe it after the olde fashion 
with the winde. 1614 Br. Hart Recoll. Treat. 404 ‘To say 
nothing of the fashion of their Cures. 1674 PLayrorp SkcdZ 
Mus. 1. xi. 39 A good fashion of singing. 1743 Lond. § 
Country Brew. u. (ed. 2) 134 He would I believe alter his 
Mind and Fashion, 

6. Mode of action, bearing, behaviour, demeanour, 
‘air’, Now sare. 

1447 Boxenuam Seyntys (Roxb.) 29 Be what similat 
facyoun Meche peple to his favour he drew. @1535 More 
De Quat. Noviss. Wks. 76/1 With som good grace and 
pleasant fashion. 1601? Marston Pasguil & Kath. 1. 237 
He..takes a whiffe with gracefull fashion. 1719 D’UrFEY 
Pills (1872) IV. 304 She keeps her cruel Fashion. 185%" 
Tuacxeray Eg. Hum. ii, (1858) 81 With such a grace, with 
such a fashion. 

b. pl. Actions, gestures, ‘ways’. Now rare. 

1569 J. RocGers Gl. Godly Loue 182 With spiteful wordes 
and wanton fashions. 1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 28 He 
..gave himself in fashions to be somewhat like a Tyrant. 
1605 Bacon Adv, Learn. i. ix. 37 Whose eyes do dwell on 
the faces and fashions, 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C, 
xxxvi, He shall beg my pardon, and promise better fashions, 

+7. Outward action or ceremony; a mere form, 
pretence, Ods. exc. in Sc. phrase, Zo make fashion : 
to make a show, pretend. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps, xl. 7 Worshipping God 
slyghtly for fashyon sake. 1596 Suaxs. Aferch. V.1v. i. 18 
Thou but leadest this fashion of thy mallice To the last 
houre of act. 1637 RutHErForp Left. No, 119 (1862) I. 
296 The memory of his love maketh me think Christ’s 
glooms are but for the fashion. 1653 Urqunart Rabelais 
11, xxii, Panurge made the fashion of driving them [i. e, 
dogs] away. 1816 Scorr Axtig. xvi, He..only just pits a 
bit on the plate to make fashion. 

8. A prevailing custom, a current usage; esf. one 
characteristic of a particular place or period of time. 

c1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxvi. 544 A knighte.. 
presented. .a fayr knyff, after the facyon of the Jonde. 1583 
Stuspes Anat. Abus. Dvij, How unseemelie..a fashion 
that is, let the wise judge. 1599 Suaxs. Mauch Ado 1. i. 98 
‘The fashion of the world is to auoid cost. 1614 Br. Hai 
Recoll. Treat. 870 Ingenuously, as his fashion is. 1764 
Gotpsm. 7vav. 279 The mind still turns where shifting 
fashion draws. 1814 Scott Ld. of /sles 11. xxiv, Let every 
man Follow the fashion of his clan! 1821 J. Q. ApaMs in 
C. Davies Met», Syst. 1. (1871) 125 The old fashion of 140 
gallons..to the butt..was then restored. @1839 Prarep 
Poems (1864) I. 366 New follies come, new faults, new 
fashions, 1876 Moztey Univ. Serm.i. 7 As a fashion of 

thought the idea. .has..passed away, 
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+b. In f/. often= ‘Manners and customs’ (of 
nations), ‘ways’ (of men); chiefly in phrases, 70 
know, learn, see (the) fashions. Obs. 

1555 WateRMAN (¢it/e) The fardle of facions. _ 1599 
Minsueu Dial. Sp. §& Eng. (1623) 36, I will dye and live 
with thee Peter, for thou knowest fashions. 1658-9 Burton's 
Diary (1828) IV. 164 Any that come among you to see 
fashions. @1716 Sourn Sev. (1737) VI. v. 196 To see the 
country, and to learn fashions (as the word goes). 172% 
Strype Eccl. Mem. U. 1. v. 287 The king had sent him 
[Barnaby Fitz-Patric] thither to remain in his [the French 
king’s] court to learn fashions. 

c. spec. with regard to apparel or personal 


adornment. 

1547 Boorpe Jntyvod. Know?. xiv. (1870) 159, I wyll not 
chaunge my olde fathers fashyon. 1576 Petriz Pad. Pleas., 
New fashions in cutting of beardes. 1596 SHaxs. Zam. Shr. 
ut. ii. 72 "Tis some od humor pricks him to this fashion, Yet 
oftentimes he goes but meane apparel’d. 1654 Wuirtock 
Zootomtia 225 Fashions crosse the Seas as oft as the Packet 
Boat. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 10% 4 An opportunity 
to introduce fashions amongst our young gentlemen, 1833 
Hr. Martineau Brooke Farni viii. 105 ‘Vo dress themselves 
in Miss Black’s fashions. 1859 JEPHSON Brittany xv. 241 
A tall stout man, dressed in country fashion. 1865 Wricur 
Hist. Caricature vi. (1875) 103 During the feudal ages, the 
fashions in France and England were always identical. 

9. Conventional usage in dress, mode of life, etc., 
esp. as observed in the upper circles of society ; 
conformity to this usage. Often personified, or 
quasi-personified. 

(The first quot. may belong to 2 or 6.) 

1602 Suaks. //azz. ut, i. 161 The glasse of Fashion, and 
the mould of Forme. 1632 Litncow 77av. v. 205, 1 am.. 
become a courtly Tobacconist ; more for fashion then for 
liking. rgxx Suartess. Charac. (1737) 111. 288 The man of 
quality. .must, for fashion-sake, appear in love. 1739 C1BBER 
Afol. (1756) 1. 71 Taste and fashion with us have always 
had wings. 1781 CowrEr Eafostiulation 38 As Int’rest 
biass’d knaves, or fashion fools. 1793 Brppors Catarrh 169 
To break the spell of Fashion would be an atchievement. 
1806 Med. Frul. XV. 91 Fashion, that destroying angel. 
1829 Lyrron Devereux u. vii, Some better object to wor- 
ship than the cafricieuse of fashion. 1865 add Mall G. 
1 Aug. 10/2 Fashion and ox tox are by no means the same 
thing. 1892 Daily News 23 Apr. 3/5 Fashion is the all- 
absorbing subject. 

b. Fashionable people ; the fashionable world. 

1807-8 W. Irvine Sadmag. (1824) 161 Days..When heart 
met heart in fashion’s hall. 1873 Browninc Led Cott, 
Nt.-cap 125 Paris fashion’s blame. 


10. The fashion: a, The mode of dress, etiquette, 
furniture, style of speech, etc., adopted in society 
for the time being. Zo lead, set the fashion; to 
be an example in dress, etc., for others to follow. 


To be in the fashion: to adopt the accepted style. 

1568 Grarton Chyox. II. 34 Ascarlet Robe with a hoode 
(as the fashion then was). 1601? Marston Pasguil & Kath. 
1. 276 Her loue is..as vnconstant as the fashion, 1604 
Jas. I Counterbi. (Arb.) 105 It is come to be the fashion. 
1612 Row.anps Avwaue of Harts 13 Let vs haue standing 
Collers, in the fashion, 1710 STEELE Yatler No. 77 P i 
Alexander the Great had a wry Neck, which made it 
the Fashion in his Court, to carry their Heads on one 
Side. 1762 Gotpsm. Wash 10 Several persons qualified 
to lead the fashion both by birth and fortune. 1794 NELSON 
in Nicolas Disp. (ed. 2) I. 474 It is the fashion to say it 
would have been difficult to make a breach, 1838 Dr 
Morean Ess. Probab. Pref. 7 It was then very much the 
fashion .. to publish results and conceal methods, 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge xvi, The fashion being of course set 
by the upper class. 

b. The person or thing that it is fashionable to 
admire or discuss. 

1790-1811 Compe Dewil upon Two Sticks (1817) 11. 217, 
I should not be tempted to marry him, if he were not the 
fashion. 1824 Mepwin Cozvers. Byron (1832) I. 55, I was 
the fashion when she first came out. 1837 Miss Mirrorp in 
L'Estrange Life III. v, 78 Another book,. is much the 
fashion. 

Ll. Zi, out of (the) fashion : in, out of, vogue or 
customary use, esf. in polite society; according or 
contrary to the customary rule or standard. Also 
To bring, come, grow into, 90 out of fashion. 

r6or Suaxs, ¥72, C. v. v. 5 Slaying is the word, It is 
a deed in fashion. 1601 — Ad/’s Well 1. i. 170 Virginitie 
like an olde Courtier, weares her cap out of fashion. 1603 
Fiorio AWontaigne (1632) 505 The Hungarians did very 
availefully bring them [war-coaches] into fashion. 1608 
W. Scrater ALalachy (1650) 103 Sins, when they are grown 
into fashion, are swallowed up as no sins. 1614 Br, Hat 
Recoll. Treat, 684 Shall nothing but our soules be out of 
the fashion? 1630 2. Fohuson’s Kingd. §& Commw. 55 Let 
him. .take heed, that the apparell he weares, be in fashion in 
the place where he resideth. 1719 D’Urrey P7d/s (1872) V. 
154 Would you be a man in Fashion? 1728 W. CLELAND 
Let, Publisher Pope's Dunciad 19 Out of power, or out of 
fashion, 1782 PriestLey Corrupt. Chr. 11, 1x. 157 Solitary 
pilgrimages were..much in fashion. 1848 Macautay //7s¢. 
Eng. 1.179 The decorous gravity which had been thirty 
years before in fashion at Whitehall. 1850 7Zait’s A7ag. 
XVII. 532,’1 Little dogs that had come into fashion. 1880 
Miss Brappon ¥ust as [ ant vii, Aunt Dora’s gowns.. 
were always in the fashion. . 

12. (Alan, woman) of fashion: +a. (In early 
use often more fully of high, great, good Meas 
Of high quality or breeding, of eminent socia 
standing or repute. [Cf. sense 4 and OF. gens de 
(Gonne) facon.] This gradually merges into the 
current sense b, That moves in upper-class society, 
and conforms to its rules with regard to dress, 


expenditure, and habits. 
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©1489 Caxton Blanchardyn x\viii. 187 ‘They .. defended 
theym vygoryously, as men of highe facion. 1597 Sir R. 
Crem in Ellis Orig. Lett. 1. 234 111. 43 A Gentleman of 
excellent fashion. @1618 RaveicH Afo/, 7 It is strange 
that menof fashion and Gentlemen should so grosly bely their 
owne knowledge, c¢ 1675 Househ. Ord. 354 Persons of good 
fashion. .that have a desire to see us at dinner. 1702 W. J. 
Bruyn's Voy. Levant x. 37 Greeks of Fashion, who are not 
for herding with the Populace. 1752 Hume £ss. § Treat. 
(1777) I. 204 Augustus was obliged. .to force men of fashion 
into the married state. 1755 E. Moore in World No. 151 
(1772) ILI. 278 A woman cannot be a woman of fashion till 
she has lost her reputation. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W.xxi, In- 
timacy with people of the best fashion. 1800 Mrs. Hervey 
Mourtray Fam. 11.76 A person of her fashion and figure. 
1824 Mepwin Convers. Byron (1832) Il. 50, 1.. was in 
favour with Brummell (and that was alone enough to make 
a man of fashion’. 

13. atirib. and Comb. a. Simple attrib. 

1829 Westin. Rev. XI. 399 ‘This practice of blushing for 
unmodish friends. . belongs to the fashion-mania. 

+b. Forming with preceding adj. a quasi-adj. 

or adjectival phrase. Ods. 

1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 4 What fashion Cloaths 
the Roman officers .. used. 1712 E.Cooxe Voy. S. Sea 85 


The great Square..has old Fashion Houses on the East and 
South Sides. 

ce. Forming with a preceding sb. or adj. an 
adverbial phrase. Cf. -W1SE, 

[1494 Fasyan Chron, vu. 313 He had deuysed newe 
engynes after towerre facion.] 1633 P. Frercner Purple 
Isl. 1. xxxii, Made like an Ivie leaf, broad-angle-fashion. 
1670 Narsoroucn F¥rnd. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (4711) 66 
Flint stones, neatly made broad Arrow-fashion, 1710 Lond. 
Gaz. No, 4748/4 A Silver Hungary Water Bottle Flask 
fashion gilt. 1721 BAitey, Cafon Fashion [in Archery], the 
same as Bob-tail. 1796 Mrs, Giasse Cookery xvili. 295 
Take the leg of a..small beef..and cut it ham-fashion. 
1809-12 Mar. Epcrworrn Adsentee ix, Laying the outer- 
most part of your feather this fashion next to your hook. 
1867 Freeman Norn. Cong. (1876) 1. App. 624 The tardy 
bridal was done Christian fashion. 1886 R.C, Lesuie Sea- 
painter's Log 216 Picked up the puppy, holding it baby 
fashion in his arms, 

d. objective, as fashion-following sb., fashion- 
fancying adj.; instrumental, as /ashion-fettered, 
-led adjs. 

1621 S. Warp Hapfpin. Pract. (1627) 43 Sabbath-breaking, 
and fashion-following. 1647 Warp S77. Cobley 25 ‘These 
fashion-fansying wits Are empty thinbrain’d shells. 1784 
Cowrrr Tiroc. 779 Whom do I advise? the fashion-led. 
1887 Pall Mall G. 26 Sept. 11/2 Fashion-fettered fops. 

14. Special comb.: fashion-fly, /ig. one who 
sports in the beams of fashion ; fashion paper, 
a journal of fashionable life; fashion-picture, 
a representation of fashionable costumes ; fashion 
piece, AVaut. (see quots.); fashion plate, sa 
pictorial design showing the prevailing style or 
new style of dress’ (W.); fashion-timber, = 
Sashton-piece, Also FASHION-MONGER, 

1868 Lp. Houcuton Select. fr. Whs. 63 Many a careless 
*fashion-fly. 1885 E. D. Grrarp Waters Hercules xxx, 
She snatched up the *fashion-paper. 1884 Sat. Rev. 
14 June 780/t The subject ..is a mere *fashion-picture, 
1627 Carr. Smitu Seaman's Gram. ii. 2 From it [the Stern- 
post] doth rise the two *fashion peeces, like a paire of great 
hornes. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Technu., HKashion-fieces are 
those two ‘Timbers which describe the breadth of the Ship 
at the Stern. 1830 Marryat A7ng’s Own xlix, My. .fashion 
pieces were framed out. c 1850 Audim. Navig. (Weale) 117 
Fashion-pieces, the timbers .. fashioning the after-part of 
the ship in the plane of projection, by terminating the 
breadth and forming the shape of thestern. 1864 WEBSTER, 
*Fashion plate. 


Fashion (fefon), v. Forms: § facioun, 6 
facion, -yon, fation, fasshion, 7 fashon, 6- 
fashion. [f. prec. sb.; cf. F. fagonner.] 

1. ¢rans. To give fashion or shape to; to form, 
mould, shape (either a material or immaterial 


object). Also, Zo fashion out. 

1413 Lyne. Piler. Sowle iv. xxx. (1483) 78 That this 
statua be faciound duely and fourmed as it sholde, c¢1g500 
Melusine 50 Tentes..so meruayllously facyoned. 1551 T. 
Witson Logike (1580) 45 Leather when it is made or 
fashioned for the foote, is called a Shoe. 1608 D. T. Ess, 
Pol. & Mor. 66 b, Vo polish and fashion out his then rough- 
hewen fortune. 1611 Biste Yod xxxi. 15 Did not one 
fashion vs inthe wombe? 1 Locke Hum. Underst. 11. 
ii. § 2 Every one.. who shall go about to fashion in his 
Understanding any simple Idea. 1697 DrypEen Virgil, Life 
(1721) I. 41 A course Stone is presently fashion’d. 1713 Gay 
Fant. 112 Poems (1720) 1, 35 Here the loud hammer Udine 
female toys. 1812 H, & J. Smitu Re7. Addr. (1813) 
83 Our stage is so prettily fashion’d for viewing. 1838 
Lytton Alice 28 Young people fashion and form each 
other. 1863 LyeLt Antig. Man 18 Fragments of rude 
pottery, fashioned by the hand. 1878 MMasgue Poets 76 
‘The wish I might have fashioned died In dreams. 

‘+ b. Said of the constituent parts of anything. 

1668 Cutrerrer & Cote Barthol. Anat. 1, xx. 51 A Cavity 
fashioned by the Os sacrum, the Hip and Share-bones, 

+e. To make good-looking; to beautify. Ods. 

1557 VV. 7. (Genev.) Epist. **j, He was disfiguered to 
fashion vs, he dyed for our life, 

2. a. To form, frame, make. vave. 

c1549 Hist. Lucres Aijb, Her browes bente, facioned 
with fewe heares. 1608 D. ‘I. Ess. Pol. § Mor. 46d, 
Favonnus..had reason,.to fashion them this reply. 1840 
CartyLe Heroes (1858) 304 Many have to perish, lechionuee 
a path through the impassable. 1863 Loner. Wayside Inn 
Prel. 275 The instrument..was fashioned of maple and of 
pine. 1880 E, Kirke Garfield 13 Bringing his saw and 
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jackplane again into play, he fashioned companies .. out 
of maple blocks. 
tb. To contrive, manage. Ods. 

e540 Pilgr. T. 79 in Thynne Anzmadv. App. i. 79 Then 
could he fation in the best wyce many a deynte dyche. 1590 
Suaxs. Adids. N, ut. ii, 194 They haue conioyned .. To 
fashion this false sport. 1596 — 1 //en. IV, 1. iil. 297 You, 
and Dowglas .. As I will fashion it, shall happily meete. 
1604 — Oth. 1v. ii. 242 His going thence, which I will 
fashion to fall out betweene twelue and one. 

3. To give a specified shape to; to model 
according to, after, or like (something); to form 
+znto (the shape of something); to shape zmzZo 
or Zo (something). Also vefl. and + zx¢r. for ref. 

1526 TInDALE Kovwz, viii. 29 Fasshioned unto the shape of 
his sonne. a1s85 Apr. SANDYS Sev, (1841) 421 We are 
exhorted to fashion ourselves according to that similitude 
and likeness which isin him. 1599 Suaxs. Much Ado 111. 
iii. 142 Fashioning them [the Hotblouds] like Pharaoes 
souldiours, 1634 Sir T. Herperr 7vav. 151 Coines.. 
fashioned like point-aglets. 1672-3 Grew Axat. Plants u. 
i. § 3x The Mould; about which, the other more passive 
Principles gathering themselves, they all consort and fashion 
to it. 1774 J. Bryanr AZythol. I. 467 This they fashioned 
to aconical figure. 1796 H. Hunter tr. S¢. Pierre's Stud. 
Nat. (1799) II. 149 Some of them are fashioned into the 
figure of shells. 1809 Pinkney 7rav. France 242 Chairs 
fashioned according to the designs, 1866 Rocrrs Agric. & 
Prices 1. xx. 508 A smith to fashion his steel into picks or 
awls. 1872 Bacenor Physics § Pol. (1876) 216 Communities 
which are fashioned after the structure of the elder world. 

b. With complement or complementary obj. 

1sgt Suaxs. 1 Hen. VI, ut. iii. 65 When Talbot hath 
..fashion’d thee that Instrument of Ill. 1605 — Lear 1. ii. 
200 All with me’s meete, that I can fashion fit. 

+4. To change the fashion of ; to modify, trans- 
form. With compl. /zke, or const. Zo. Ods. 

1528 TInDALE Obed. Chr. Man 97 b, When a man fealeth 
. him selfe..altered.and fascioned lyke vnto Christe. 1547 
Homilies 1. Falling front God 1. (1859) 84 Be fashioned to 
him in all goodness requisite to the children of God. 1576 
Freminc Panopl, Epist. 382 Fashion yourselfe to sober- 
nesse. a1sgz H. SmitH Sermz. (1866) 312 Fashion thyself 
to Paul. 160r Suaxs. Ful. C. u. i, 220 Send him but 
hither, and Ile fashion him. 1611 Biste PAz/. ili. 21 Who 
shall change our vile bodie, that it may bee fashioned like 
vnto his glorious body. 1753 Foore Zug. ix Paris Epil. 
Wks. 1799 I. 31 His roughness she'll soften, his figure 
she'll fashion. 

+b. To counterfeit, pervert. Ods. 

1599 SHaks. Auch Ado t. iii. 31 It better fits my bloud to 
be disdain’d of all, then to fashion a carriage to rob loue 
from any. 1599 — Hen. V,1. ii. 14 God forbid.. That you 
should fashion, wrest, or bow your reading. 

5. To give (a person or thing) a fashion or form 
suitable Zo or to do (something) ; to accommodate, 


adapt to, Also ref. and zntr. for refl. Now rare. 
1526 TINDALE 1 Cor. ix. 22 In all thynge I fasshioned my 
silfe to all men, 1591 SHaKs. 720 Gent. ul. i. 135 How 
shall I fashion me to weare a cloake? 1599 — Much Ado 
v. iv. 88 A halting sonnet .. Fashioned to Beatrice. 1608 
D. T. Ess, Pol. & Mor. 88 b, There are some that fashion 
themselves to nothing more, then how to become speculative 
into another. 1612 Brerewoop Lang. § Relig. vi. 50 It 
was spoken corruptly, according as the peoples tongues 
would fashion to it. 1613 SHaxs. Hex. VII/, ww. ii. 50 This 
Cardinall .. fashion’d to much Honor From his Cradle. 
1623 Massincer Dk. Milan u. i, Lies .. fashion’d to so 
damnable apurpose. 1630 X. Fohuson’s Kingd. & Commu. 
529 We fashion our selves to extoll the ages past. 1770 
Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 146 Doctrines fashioned to the varying 
hour. 1871 Tynpati /ragmt. Sc. (1879) I1.i. 3 These priests 
fashioned that which they did not understand to their 
respective wants and wishes. 
+b. To present the form of; to represent. Ods. 
1590-6 Spenser (¢i¢/e), The Faerie Queene, Disposed into 
twelve books fashioning XII Morall vertues. 
ec. zutr. To bring oneself, ‘have the face’ (to 


do something). dal. (Cf. quot. 1591 in 5.) 

1847 E. Bronte Wuthering Heights (1858) 11 Aw wonder 
how yah can faishion to stand theear i’ idleness. did. 29 
She did fly up, asking how he could fashion to bring that 
gipsy brat into the house. 1883 Almondbury §& Huddersf. 
Gloss., ‘Why don’t you go and ask him for it?’ ‘I cannot 
fashion ’. 

6. Naut. (See quot.) Ods. 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) Civb, The knees .. 
fashion the transoms to the ship’s side. [/did. supra: The 
knees which connect the beams to the sides.] 

Fashion, var. of Farctn Ods., farcy. 

Fashionability (fee:fonabi'liti). [f. next: see 
-bility, -1TY.] =F ASHIONABLENESS. 

1839 G. Dartey Jutrod. Beaum. § Fl. Wks. 1. 30 
Fashionability is a kind of elevated vulgarity. 188r Brack 
Beautiful Wretch I. 28 There was far too much flimsiness 
and fashionability about their social circle. 


Fashionable (fe'fonab’l), a and sd. [f. 

FasHIon v. and 50. +-ABLE.] 
A. adj. 

+1. Capable of being fashioned, shaped, or 
moulded. Const. zo, w/o. Of a damaged article : 
Capable of being brought into shape. Ods. 

1607 Hirron Wés, I. 238 Hee that..can endure the 
hewing, and groweth more and more fashionable ynto good 
things. 1611 Sprep /7ist, Gt. Brit. 1x. xvi. (1632) 835 Nine 
yeares olde, a most fashionable and waxen age for all im- 
pression, 1614 JAcKson Creed i. viii. Wks. II. 256 Peter's 
..power by them [keys]..to exclude all that were not 
fashionable to this rock and corner stone. 1623 RowLanb- 
son God's Bless. 27 Could the iron be pliable and fashion- 
able to the minde of the smith, 1656 in Picton L'fool 
Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 152 Some cups are broken and not 
fashionable, 
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+b. Conformable zo. Ods. 

1657 R. CarrENTER Astrology 15 It is most fashionable to 
Reason, That Job, by Musick. . understands [etc.]. 

+2. Pertaining to outward form or ceremony ; 
merely formal. Ods, (Cf. FasHion sd. 7.) 

1614 Br. Hart Recoll. Treat. 612 A fashionable observa- 
tion of the outwarde Letter. 1633 — Hard Texts 110 His 
fashionable disciples... went away from him. a@ 1656 
— Soliloguies 73 Not that we should..fall suddenly into a 
fashionable devotion. 1616 S. Warp Coale from Altar 
(1627) 47 No maruell if his seruice be formall and fashionable. 
bid. 82 'To confess the truth of the fashionable Christian. 

+3. Of a good fashion or appearance; good- 
looking, stylish. Also, fashzonable-like. Obs. 

1630 RK. Fohnson’s Kingd. §& Commw. 135 We have 
fashionable attendance. 1663 GeErbiER Counsel Diija, 
Some of them Bear-like-whelps (by licking and smoothing) 
have gotten some fashionable like shape. 1719 De For 
Crusoe 1. 244 A Cap,.made of a Hare-skin, very convenient 
and fashionable enough. 1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5865/4 
A light dapple grey Nag.. fashionable and full aged. 

4. a. Of persons: Observant of or following the 
Sashion ; dressing or behaving in conformity with 
the standard of elegance current in upper-class 
society. 

1606 Suaxs. 77. & Cr. ut. iii. 165 A fashionable Hoste 
.. slightly shakes his parting Guest by th’ hand. 1609 
W. M. Alan in Moone (1849) 42 A finicall fellow he is, and 
very fashionable. 1738 Cuesterr. Comon Sense 1x Feb. 
No. 16 Taste is now the fashionable Word of the fashionable 
World. 1816 Remarks Eng. Mann. 86 Nor do I believe 
a less fashionable man would have paid any attention. 1845 
Florist’s Frnt. 139 A numerous and fashionable company. 
1892 Speaker 30 July 141/1 Reviewers are apt to be.. 
slavishly fashionable in adjectives. 

absol, 1790 Han. More Relig. Kash. World (1791) 1 The 
polite and the fashionable. 

b. Of things, esf. dress ; Conformable to fashion ; 
in accordance with prevailing usage; of the kind 
in vogue among persons of the upper class. Of 
immaterial things: Approved by custom, generally 
accepted, current (now in depreciatory sense). 

1608 W. Scrater AZalachy (1650) 103 It.. was grown so 
fashionable, that it seemed to be no sin. 1639 Futter Holy 
War ut. vi. (1840) 125 His .. attire more fashionable. 1650 
— Pisgah u. viii. 177 Such chariots were .. fashionable in 
their fights. 1665 GLANviILL Scep. Sct. Add. to R. Soc. 62 
The eminence of your condition will..make philosophy 
fashionable. 1668 Roxesy Le?é. 6 Oct. in AZemz, (Surtees) 17 
A rideing cloake of y* best worsted camlett of a fashionable 
sorte. 1700 Drypen /adles, Pygmalion 45 Fashionable 
robes her person deck. 1781 Gipson Decl, & /. III. 229 
The fashionable opinions of the court. 1823 Lams Elia 
(1860) 157 A newer and more fashionable mansion. 1825 
J. Neau Bro. Fonathan V1. 329 A fashionable dress. 1848 
Macautay Hist. Eng. 1, 515 Artificial ringlets clustering in 
fashionable profusion round his shoulders. 1866 Gro. ELior 
F. Holt 119 His illusions. .were not of a fashionable sort. 

5. a. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of 
persons of fashion. b. Treating of the world of 
fashion. @. Frequented or patronized by people 
of fashion. 

a. 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 504 P 4 These rascals. .carried 
it with a fashionable haughty air. 1790 Han. More Relig. 
Fash, World (1791) 221 That mode of life emphatically 
distinguished by the appellation of fashionable. 1884 J. 
Hatt A Chr. Home 75 A hollow and conventional ‘ fashion- 
able life’. 

b. 1831 CartyLe Sart. Res. (1858) 169 Nor are Sacred 
Books wanting to the Sect [of the Dandies]; these they 
call Fashionable Novels. 1882 Prnopy Zug. Yournal, x1, 
78 The Morning Post..made a name for itself by its fresh 
and sparkling paragraphs of Court and fashionable gossip. 

ec. 1815 tr. Duc de Levis's Engl. 19th Cent. 1. 170 Rane- 
lagh pleases them much: it is even called fashionable 
[or7g. il recoit méme 1’épithéte de fashionable}. 1838 Emer- 
son Wat., Lit. Ethics Wks. (Bohn) II. 214 In fashionable or 
political saloons. 1839 Hoop U# the Rhine 43 The Waal 
branch of the fashionable river. 1848 Dickens Dombey 
xviii, Burgess & Co.,—fashionable tailors (but very dear), 
1877 Jounston Dict. Geog. 1234/1 Scarborough. .is now the 
most fashionable watering-place on the N.E. coast. 1881 
Lavy Herpert £dith 1 And drew upat a door in a fashion- 
able quarter. 

B. sé. A fashionable person. Chiefly in #7. 

ax800 T. Bettamy Beggar Boy (x80r) I. 178 All the fashion- 
ables in town. 1800 H. WeLLs Constantia Neville 1. 240 
That he was merely a fashionable, she could not believe. 
1800 Sporting Alag. XV. 265 Our fair fashionables. 1834 
Mepwin Angler in Wales II. 150 Fashionables of all 
countries, 1848 THACKERAY Van. Fair xlix, A very pleasing 
and witty fashionable. 1883 Mrs. Lynn Linton Girl 2 
Period \1. 11 She will probably end her days as a frantic 
Fashionable, 

Fashionabledom (fefanab'ldam). rare. [f. 
prec. +-poM.] The fashionable world. 

1859 Sata Tw. round Clock (1861) 338 A grand entertain- 
ment..given in Fashionabledom, 

Fa‘shionableness. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 

+1. Superficiality, formality. Cf. FASHIONABLE 2. 

1608-11 Br. Hart Z fist. 1. iii. 43 All which that Babylonish 
religion shifteth off with a carelesse fashionablenesse, 1612-5 
— Contempl.N.'T. Bloody Issue Wks. (1634) 11. 139 Out- 
ward fashionablenesse comes into no account with God 3 
that is onely done which the soule doth. 

2. +a. Elegance, attractiveness (os.). b. The 
quality or state of being in vogue or in conformity 
with fashion. 

1640 FuLLer Yoseph's Coat iii. (1867) 128 (To give the 
world. .her due) she hath for the time a kind of a pleasing 
fashionableness. 1661 BoyLe Style of Script. 187 A Fashion- 
ableness which within a short while will perhaps be Ridicu- 
lous. 1699 Locke Educ. § 37 This outside fashionableness of 
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the Taylor or Tire-woman’s making. 1776 Apam SMITH 
W, N. 1. xi. (1869) I. 165 Vhe fashionableness and scarcity 
of the wine. 1841 Hor. Smitu AJoneyed Aan I. iy. 95 The 
ultra-fashionableness of a professed edegante. 

Fashionably (fefonabli), adv. 
+-LY %.] Ina fashionable manner. 

+1. With respect to the fashion or external form ; 
outwardly, superficially, in appearance. (Cf. 
FASHIONABLE 2.) Ods. 

1614 Br. Haut Recoll. Treat. 85 How fewe are there, that 
doe otherwise than fashionably professe him [Christ]. 1615 
StreruHens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 336 A Pettifogging Atturny 
..may take bribes from both parties, and please both 
fashionably. 1628 Br. Hatt Contenzpl. LV. xii. 74 Neither 
doth Saul goe fashionably to worke, but does this service 
heartily. 16536 Artif. Handsom. 25 Those many arts .. of 
dressing and adorning, which. .ingenuity .. had found out, 
and fashionably used. 

2. Conformably to the prevailing fashion or usage, 
esp. that current in upper-class society. 

1628 EarLe Microcosn., Serving Man(Arb.) 83 A Seruing 
man..is cast behind his master as fashionably as his sword 
and cloake are. 1711 Suarress. Chavac. u. MU. il. (1737) IT. 
148 However fashionably we may apply the Notion of good 
Living. @1716 Soutn Sermz. (1737) II. vi. 215 He might so 
fashionably and genteelly. .have been duelled or fluxed into 
another world. /ézd. VI.1ii.94 A rotten, fashionably-diseased 
body. 178x Cowrer Hofe 92 A mind, not yet so blank, or 
fashionably blind. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Lk. (1849) 125 
They were dressed fashionably, but simply. 

+ Fa‘shional, cz. Ods. Also fashionall. [f. 
FAsnion 5d. +-AL.] = FASHIONABLE 2 and 3. 

1617 Donne Sev. cxlvii. VI. 15 False and Fashional 
Christians. 1618 /ééd. cxxxili. V. 389 The fashional man 
that will do as he sees great men do. a 1631 — Lett. (1633) 
360, I think it now most seasonable and fashionall for mee 
to breake. 1629 Gaute Holy Madu. 98 The fine Flourishes 
of his Fashionall Rhetoricke. 


+ Fa‘shionary, 2. Ods. rave—'. [f. Fasuion 
5b, +-ARY.] Formal ; = FASHIONABLE 2. 

a1640 W. Fenner Sacrifice of Faithfull (1648) 176 Your 
formall repentance. . your fashionary prayers. 

+ Fashionate, ///.a. Obs. [f. Fasuion v. 
+-ATE%.] a. Fashioned or formed after an image 


or model. b. Well formed, perfect. 

1593 B. Barnes Parthenophil Madrigal xxii, That figure 
fashionate Which in the jetty mirror lurks. 1593 Lopce 
Will. Longbeard Addr. to Rdr., Men are in thraldome to 
their fashionate manners. 1609 DEKKER Gvdd’s Horne-bk. 
(1812) 94 Your mediterranean isle [middle aisle of St. Paul's] 
is then the only gallery wherein the pictures of all your true 
fashionate and complemental gulls are. .hung up. 


+ Fa‘shionative, a. Oés. Also 6 fascion- 
ative. [f. Fasuion sd. and v. +-ATIVE.] a. ? Prone 
to fantastic behaviour, affected. b. Tending to 
fashion or form ; formative of. 

1584 Lonce Alarum 18b, It is idlenesse that maketh 
amorous ; it is idlenesse that maketh fascionative. a 1693 
Urouuart Rabelais 1. xiii. 348 A Third Act, fashionative 
of another Member. 

Fashioned (feefend), Af/. a.1_ [f. FasHion z. 
+-ED1,] Wrought into fashion or shape; formed 
with art or skill. avely of persons. 

1535 CoverpaLe /sa. xlii. 16 Let them conuerte .. that .. 
saye to fashioned ymages: ye are oure godes. 1691 Locke 
Lower. Interest Wks. 1727 I. 83 Fashion’d Plate sells for 
more than its Weight of the same Silver. 1807 Sir R. 
Witson ¥rul. 9 July in Life (1862) II. viii. 305, I had ex- 
pected to seea gentleman, but I never saw one less fashioned. 
18zg CartyLe A7isc. (1857) I. 86 A character is a com- 
pletely fashioned will. 1881 J. Paton in Eucycl. Brit. 
XII. 299/2 It was necessary to seam them [stockings] up the 
selvages of web shaped on the frame (fashioned work). 

b. preceded by adv. of manner. 

1496 [see Evin adv. 8c]. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4691/4 
Florence O’Donoughue ..a..clean Limb’d and_well- 
fashioned Man. 1769 Dublin Merc. ae) Sept. 9/1 Black- 
Nose. .has given such proof of his getting the finest fashioned 
foals, 1835 Lytron Rienzi 1. i, Less warlike or worse 
fashioned weapons. 

Fashioned (fe‘fond), Af/. 2.2 Also Sc. faw- 
sont. [f. FasHIon sé.+-nD2.] Having or pro- 
vided with a fashion (z. é. an appearance, manner, 
or shape) of a peculiar kind. Only in para- 
synthetic combinations as /omest-, long-, many-, 
what-a-fashioned ; also OLD-FASHIONED. Lxten- 
ston - fashioned (nonce-wd.):; possessed of the 


property of extension. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's Husb. 1. (1586) 10 A newe and 
a strange fashioned Mill of your owne devise. 1581 SIDNEY 
Afol, Poetrie (Arb.) 58 Many, and many-fashioned Gods. 
1633 T. Srarrorp Pac. H78, xiii. (1821) 631 Thus may your 
honour see what a fashioned warre, I doe conceiue to bee 
least in charge. 1668 Cutrrrrer & Core Barthol, Anat.1. 
vii. 14 The Peritonzum..is like a Bladder, or a long- 
fashioned Egg. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk § Selv. 64 One 
figure being as much extension fashion’d as another. 1787 
Burns 7wa Dogs 142 Decent, honest fawsont folk. 


Fashioner (fe-fonoz). [f. FAsHIon v. + -ER 1.] 
One that fashions ; one that gives fashion or shape 


to; a creator, maker. ‘ ; 

1548 UpALt, etc. Hvasm. Par. 1 Cor. xi. 11 The man is 
principall doer and fashioner. 1615 tr. De Monfart's Surv. 
E. Indies Pref. Bja, The Fashioner of this work. @ 1673 
J. Caryy in Spurgeon 7reas. Dav. Ps. cxxxix. 14 God is 
the. .fashioner of us all. 1809 Mrs. J. West The Mother 
(1810) 224 Fancy, fashioner of ills Most horrible. 18z0 
Scott Monast. xxxvii, A fashioner of doublets. 1864 
Sir F. Parcrave Norm. §& Eng. U1. 27 A new era of which 
he was..the fashioner. 


[f. as prec. 
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b. Oné who makes articles of dress; a tailor 
costumier, modiste. Ods. or arch. 

(Cf. F. fagonnier, ‘ouvrier qui travaille aux ouvrages 
fagonnés ’ (Littré).] 

1625 B. Jonson Staple of N.v.i, Where is my Fashioner.. 
Linener, Perfumer, Barber? 1706 Purtiirs (ed. Kersey), 
Fashioner, as the Queen’s Fashioner, or Taylor. 1771 
Smotitetr //umph. Cl. (1815) 254 Mr. Coshgrave, the 
fashioner in Shuffolk Street. 1826 Scort Aad. Malagr. i. 52 
Those humble fashioners..went to work by measuring the 
person of their customer. 1858 Stmmonps Dict. 7 rade, 
Fashioner ..a tailor. 1859 R. F. Burton Cextr. Afr. in 
Frul. Geog. Soc. XXX. 323 Fashion and its fashioners. 
Fashioning (fe'fanin), 7d/. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-InG 1] 

1. The action of the vb. FasHion; an instance 
of this. 

1580 Baret Adv. F 161 A fashioning of a thing, forma- 
tura. 1594 1. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 399 The con- 
ception and fashioning of man. a@x1600 Hooker Lccé. Pol. 
(1617) 673 Earnest exhortations .. for my better fashioning 
unto good correspondence and agreement. @ 1628 PRESTON 
New Covt. (1634) 337 It is the inward fashioning of every 
man’s apprehension that makes him happy. @ 1635 NAuNTON 
Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 35 Art and Nature had spent their 
excellencies in his fashioning. 1861 W. F. Cottier //zst. 
Ing. Lit. 141 The occasional dressing of leather and 
fashioning of gloves. 1884 Littedl’s Living Age CLXI. 67 
A mind that ruled the fingers’ fashionings. 

attrib, 1847 Emerson Poems, Mlonadnoc Wks. (Bohn) I. 
435 Wax their fashioning skill betrays. — a, 

b. spec. (See quot.) Also attrib., as fashioning- 
needle, -~potnt. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Fashioning-needle, one of the 
needles in a knitting-machine which lift loops from some of 
the bearded needles and transfer them to others, in order to 
widen or narrow the work. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss., 
Fashioning, the process of shaping the stocking-leg and 
foot, also the shirt-sleeve and pant-leg, and back. This is 
done by hand by means of small points with which some of 
the loops are removed to narrow the stocking or pant at 
the ankle..In the steam-work these fashioning points are 
forced through the material by pressure. 

2. Style in which a thing is fashioned. Also 
CONCY, 

1870 F. R. Witson Ch. Lindisf. 81 Stones of Norman 
fashioning. 1885 S. O. Jewett A/arch [sland xiv, A fair 
young girl of .. flower-like fashioning. 1887 Hatt Caine 
Deentster x\. 261 Beehives of a rude fashioning. 1890 S. J. 
Duncan Social Departure 412 Rich fashionings in wood 
and precious metals. 4 ; : 

+3. The~action or habit of following fashions 
(of dress). Ods. rare}, 

_ 1654 Wuittock Zootomia 173 As much Pride might be 
in affected Gravity, as in changeable fashioning. 

Fashioning (fe'fonin), Af/. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING 2,]_ That fashions. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk § Selv. 111 A fashioning or 
plastick spring of lifesomness. 

Fashionist (fe-fonist). [f. as prec. + -1s?.] 

1. A follower of the fashions; one who conforms 
to the prevailing style of dress ; a fashion-monger. 

1616 Cuarpman Homer's HTymns Epil., For ostentation 
humble truth still flies, And all confederate fashionists 
defies, 1750 E. Smitn Compleat Housewife Pref., The 
Israelites grew Fashionists, and would have a King. 1850 
LyeLt 2nd Visit U. S. II. 15 ‘There go two of our 
fashionists’, pointing to two gaily-dressed ladies, in the 
latest Parisian costume. 

2. One who prescribes or sets the fashions. 
rare—*, 

1815 Mitman Fazio (1821) 27 Signior Dandalo, the court 
fashionist. 

Fashionize (feefonaiz), v. vave—". [f. as prec. 
+-IZE.] trans. To make (a garment) fashion- 
able ; to alter (clothes) according to the fashion. 

1824 Blackw. Mag. XV. 450 His taste compelled him to 
send this suit to his tailor every month to be fashionized. 

Fashionless (fe'fonlés), a. [f. Fasuion sd. 
+-LEss.] Without fashion or shape. 

1581 Mutcaster Positions vi. (1887) 43 Misshapen and 
fashionles. 1589 Fieminc Virg. Georg. ut. 48 Fashionlesse, 
illfauoured, vnhandsome lies the land With heaps of snow. 
1833 Wuirttier Proselytes Prose Wks. 1888 I. 309 We 
grapple with the fashionless air. 1860 Lp. Lyrron Lucile 
u. vi, The fashionless cloud of far time. 

+ Fa'shionly, a. Ods. rare—', [f. as prec. + 
-LY!.]_ ? Subject to the sway of fashion. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage vit. ix. (1614) 784 Thou.. 
mightest see as Monster-like fashions at home, and more 
fashionly monster of thy selfe. 

Fa‘shion-monger. [f. Fasnton sd. + MoncER.] 
One who studies and follows the fashion or 
fashions. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 166 Each quaint fashion- 
monger, whose sole repute Rests in his trim gay clothes. 
1624 Hrywoop Gunack. vi. 298 Wild fashion-mongers, and 
fantasticke gallants. 1782 /:urofean Mag. 1.247 A knot 
of fashion-mongers assembled in the drawing room of a 
French dancer, 1826 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 11. (1863) 
425 A thrifty fashion-monger. 

Hence + Fashion-monging ///. a. 

1599 Suaks. Much Ado vy. i. 94 Fashion-monging boyes. 

Fashious (fe'fos), a. Sc. and north. dial. 
Forms : 6 fa(s)cheous, (7 fachius), 6-7 faschious, 
(8 fachious), 9 fash(e)ous, 7- fashious, [ad. 
OF. fascheux (Fr. ficheux), f. fascher (facher) to 
Fasu.] Causing or giving anxiety or trouble; 
tiresome, vexatious. varely of a person, 
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31536 BELLENDEN Cvon. Scot. (1821) I. p. xlv, It were bot 
ane faschious and vane laboure. 1599 Jas. I BaovdA. Awpov 
(1603) 125 To free mens heads. .from the fashious thoughts 
on their affaires. @1662 R. Baie Lett. §& Fruds. (1775) 
I. 221 The way of proceeding was fashious both to ours 
and the English commissioners. 1789 Burns Let. to Yas, 
Tennant 56 For, faith, they'll aiblins fin’ them fashious. 
1811 Scott Let. 25 Aug. in Lockhart, Wearing on as easily 
as this fashious world will permit. 1876 /V/Artby Gloss., 
A fashous kind of a body. 


Fasiane, obs. var. of PHEASANT. 

Fasing, obs. form of Facine. 

+ Faskidar. Sc. Ols. A name applied to the 
Northern Gull. 

1703 M. Martin Descr. Western Isl. 73 The Bird Faskidar 
[is] about the bigness of a Sea-maw of the middle size. 1766 
Pennant Zool. (1770) lV. 25 The arctic gull is..the Faskidar 
of Martin. 

Fason, -oun, -owne, obs. ff. FasHion. 

Fassaite (fe'seit). Jin. Also fassait. 
[Named in 1796 by Dolomieu, and in 1817 by 
Werner, after “assa (in the Tyrol) where it was 
found; see -1TE.] a. Foliated zeolite (00s.). 
b. A variety of pyroxene, containing a little 
alumina in addition to the elements of sahlite. 

1814 T. Attan Min. Nomen. 46 Foliated “zeolite .. 
Fassait. Jbid. 5 Fassaite of Werner is a variety of augite. 

F'asse: see Fas, 

+ Fasse-phierre. Wer). Obs. =SAmpuine. 

1710 Lonpon & Wise Compd. Gard. (1719) 316 He should 
likewise plant in Borders of the same Walls, his Fasse- 
phierre, or Samphire. 

Fassee, obs. form of Farcy. 

Fasset, obs. form of Facet, Faucrr. 

Fasshin, -sshon, s)shyon, obs. ff. FAsHIon. 

+ Fa'ssion. Ods. In 5 facyon, fassyone. [ad. 
med. L. fasstdn-em (Papias), f. L. faterz to confess. ] 

c1440 Prop. Parv. 150/2 Fassyone, or knowlechynge 
[facyon, P.], /assio, confessio. 

Fassion, -oun, -(s)syon(e, 
(-s)sowne, obs. ff. FASHION. 

Fassone, var. of Farcin Ods., farcy. 

Fast (fast), sd.1 Also 3-6 faste, Ovm. fasste. 
[Early ME. faste, prob. a. ON. fasta (Da. faste, 
Sw. fasta), =OS. fasta, OHG. fasta (MHG. vaste), 
f. OTeut. fastéjan to Fast, The OF. synonym was 

Festen : see FASTEN s0.] 

1. An act or instance of fasting: a. asa religious 
observance, or as an expression of grief. 

€ 1200 ORMIN 11329 All wibbutenn mete & drinnch Heold 
Crist hiss fasste bere. a@ 1300 Cursor M. 6523 (Cott.) But 
sum o baim pis fast forsoke, And bai pis riche manna toke. 
ce1400 Maunpev. (1839) xii. 134 The seke men be not con- 
streyned to pat fast. 1546 Lanciry Lol. Verg. De Invent. 
vi. ili, 116.a, He kepeth not the true fast whyche forbeareth 
flesh, or forgoeth his supper. 1557 N.'T. (Genev.) Acts 
xxvii. 9 Because also the tyme of the Fast was now passed. 
1633 Forp’7%s Pity 1. iii, I have .. even starv’d My veins 
with daily fasts. 1700S, L. tr. C, Fryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 350 
We kept a Fast in our Ship, to beg God's assistance. 1851 
Hr. Martineau Hist. Peace (1877) II. 1v. xiv. 133 The 
day appointed for a general fast. 1857 Buckie Civzdiz. I. 
vill. 515 The reformed clergy. .appointed a public fast. 

jig. 41300 Cursor M. 29031 (Cott.) Pe thrid es better ban 
pe twa wit gastli fast all giltes for-ga. 1545 Brinktow 
Compé, 57 The Scripture teacheth what true fast is. .that is 
to say; To lett them out of bondage which be in danger .. 
to deale thy bread to the hungry, &c. [See /sa. lviii. 6.] 

b. in general. 70 break (one's) fast: see BREAK v. 


gc. 

c1440 Promp. Parv.151/1 Faste of abstynence, jeyunium. 
1669 Drypen Tyran. Love u.i, She’s .. refus’d to cast One 
glance to feed me for so longa fast. 1671 Mitton P. 2. u. 
247 That fast To virtue I impute not. 1843 Hoop Song of 
Shirt v, I hardly fear his terrible shape .. [t seems so like 
my own, Because of the fasts I keep. 

+e. The action of fasting; abstinence from 

food. Also personified. Obs. rare. 

[@ 1300, 1545: see 1 fzg.] 1603 SuHaxs. AZeas. for M. 1. ii. 
130 Surfet is the father of much fast. 1632 Mitton Pense- 
voso 46 Spare Fast, that oft with gods doth diet. 1795 
Montford Castle 1. 13 Ate with a voracity obviously the 
result of pining fast. 

A day or season appointed for fasting. 

a 1300 Cursor AZ. 6570 (Cott.) Qua held be fast mang ober 
men? 1565 CatruiLtt Answ. Treat. Crosse v. 125 b, That 
whiche bred in the Churcha miserable schisme..the Easter 
fast. 1611 Biste Jonah iii. 5 The people of Nineueh.. 
proclaimed a fast. 1732 Law Serious C. 1. (ed. 2) 13 All the 
Feasts and Fasts of the Church. 1847 S. Austin Ranke’s 
Hist. Ref. V1. 75 In March 1552, the people of Zurich broke 
the fast and ate eggs and meat. 1852 HAwrTuorNe 2/ithe- 
dale Ront. xvi. (1883) 477 Except on..the Fourth of July, 
the autumnal cattle-show, ‘Thanksgiving, or the annual 

ast. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as fast-book, -sermoit; 
+ fast-lost a., lost through a fast; fast-mass, 
Shrovetide ; + fast-spittle =/asting-spittle; fast- 
week, Sc. the week preceding the celebration of 
the Sacrament, and including the fast-day. Also 
Fast-pay, Fast-cone. 

1607 SHaks. 7v0n 11. ii. 180 Feast won, fast lost. 1637 
Laup Sp. Star-Chamb. 14 June 20 The Prayer for season- 
able weather was purged out of this last Fast-booke. 168 
Cuernam Angler's Vade-m. (1689) 52 The stinging of Hornets 
is cured by. .applying outwardly Cow-dung and Fast-spittle. 
1681 Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 514 Mr. Birch.. 
preached the fast sermon at St. Marie's. 1866 Chambers’ 
Lncycl. s.v. Shrovetide, These days were sometimes called 


Sc, fassoun, 
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..Fast-mass. 1891 J. M. Barrie Little Minister (1892) iii. 
21 A garret in which the minister could sleep if he had 
guests, as during the Fast week. 2 

Fast (fast), 56.2 Naut. Alsos fest. [ME. fest, 
a. ON. fest-r, f. festa to fasten, f. fast-7 Fast a. 
Jn mod.Eng. assimilated to the adj.] A rope, etc. 
by which a ship or boat is fastened to a wharf. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 158/t Fest or teyynge of a schyppe, 
or bootys, scalamus. 1678 LittteTon Lat, Dict., Fast.. 
rope to fasten a boat or ship, Arxywunesium. 1763 S. T. 
Janssen Smugeling laid open 222 The Captain. .employed 
.. His Majesty's Officer .. to cast off his Fasts, fastened on 
Shore. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xxix. 104 The topsails 
were at the mast-head, the fast just ready to becast off. 1856 
Kane Arct. Expl. 1. iii. 35 We succeeded in changing our 
fasts to another berg. 1863 in Robson Bards of Tyne 246 
While their keel’s at the fest. 

+2. = ANCHOR-HOLD. Obs. 

1638 T. JAckson Creed 1x. xv. Wks. 1673 II. 984 The cable 
[may be] very strong, when the fest or Anchor-hold is 
slippery. Jézd, 1x. xix. II. 998. 


Fast (fast), 52.3 [The adj. used adsol. or ellipt.] 
Something that is fast or fixed ; spec. (see quots.). 

1836 PoLwHELe Corn.-Eng. Voc. 76 Fast. Vhe fast is the 
understratum supposed never to have been moved or broken 
up since the creation. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. x. (1856) 
73 Forming an icy margin or beach known technically as 
the ‘land ice’, or ‘the fast’. 1883 Grestey Coal-Mining 
Gloss., Fast, the first hard bed of rock met with after 
sinking through running sand or quick ground. 


+ Fast, 50.4 Obs. [ad. Fr. faste, ad. L. fastus.] 


Arrogance, pompousness 

1673 Phil. Trans. VIII. 6027 He examines..the Fast and 
Gravity of the Spanish language. 1762-71 H. WaLproLe 
Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. i. Wks. 1798 III. 27 Perhaps the 
generous sentiment implied in his motto .. contained more 
true glory than all the Fast couched under Louis’s [XIV] 
emblem of the sun. 

Fast (fast), a Forms; 1-2 fest, 2 fest, 3 
Orm. fasst, 4 south. dial. vest, 4-6 faste, 3- fast. 
[Com. Teut.: OE. fxst corresponds to OFris. fest, 
OS. fast (Du. vast), OHG. festi (MHG. veste, 
mod.HG. fest), ON. fastr; prob. repr. OTeut. 
*fastu- (the word having, like other adj. 2 stems, 
passed into the o and z declensions), cogn. with 
Goth. fastan to keep, guard, observe. ] 

I. Firm. 

1. Firmly fixed in its place; not easily moved or 
shaken; settled, stable. Ods. or arch. exc. as said 
predicatively of something fixed as in a socket 
(e.g. a nail, a post), where the sense approaches 4. 

¢ 888 K. Aotrrep Boeth. xii, Se pe wille feest hus timbrian 
ne sceall he hit no settan upon pone hehstan cnol. ¢ r000 
Sax. Leechd. 111, 268 Ealle mest hi [steorran] synd feeste 
on bam firmamentum. ¢1374 CuHaAucer Avel. & Arc. 313 
Als fast As in a tempest isaroten mast. c1400 Lan/ranc’s 
Cirurg. 321 It is necessarie pat pe patient ligge also stille 
as he mai wipouten remevyng til pe boon be fast. 1535 
CovERDALE 1 Chron. xvii. [xvi.] 30 He hath made the com- 
pase of the world so fast, that it can not be moued. 1576 
FreminG Panopl. Epist. 179 If you lay not such a fast 
foundation, 1656 Ripciey Pract. Physick 291 Pain of the 
Colick is moveable; of the stone, fast. 1674 N. Farrrax 
Bulk § Selv. 74 A great heap of fast and loose bodies 
hudled up together. 1765 A. Dickson 7reat. Agric. v. 
(ed. 2)159 In Jands.. where the fast stones have been care- 
fully digged out. 1820 Scorrssy Acc. Arctic Reg. 11. 264 
It was ready to drop out. Some..expresseda wish that the 
harpoon were better fast. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 
36 Structures hollowed in the fast mountain. 1871 Mortry 
Voltaire iv. (1886) 161 Something .. which sets a fast gulf 
between them and those who are .. irredeemably saturated 
with corruption. : ; 

b. In immaterial sense ; ess. Of a person, his 
attributes, feelings, etc.: Not easily turned aside, 
constant, firm, steadfast. Now only in fast foe 
(arch.), fast friend; in the latter the adj. is com- 


monly apprehended in sense 4. 

cgoo Beda’s ist, w. ili. § 4 Ponne eode he to cirican .. 
& on sealmsonge feeste moode awunade. c12z00 Trin. Coll. 
font, 119 Pe holi gost..alihte hem of brihtere and of festere 
bileue pe hie hedden er. c1340 Hamrore Psalter i. x He 
is man pt is fast & stabile ageyns ese. 1340 Ayend. 116 
Vayre zuete uader make oure herten ueste an stedeuest. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 4616 We bat fourmed is & fast. 1485 
Caxton Paris §& V. 69 He had alle waye faste byleue in 
our Lord. 1508 Fisner Wks, (1876) 271 A fast hope and 
confydence that he had in prayer. 1513 More in Grafton 
Chron. II. 778 Catesby ..founde him [Hastings] so fast .. 
that [etc.]. 1607 Suaks. Cov. i. iii. 192 If he should 
still malignantly remaine Fast Foe to th’ Plebij. 1611 SprEp 
Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. xix, § 23. 716 He had beene fast vpon the 
part of King Henry, while that part was in wealth. 1697 
Damrier Voy. (1698) I. 158 The Indian neighbourhood .. 
were our fast friends, and ready to receive and assist us. 
1793 Burke Cond. Minority Wks. 1842 I. 621 England must 
be the fast friend, or thé determined enemy, of France. 
1833 Hr. Martineau Loom §& Lugger u. v. 91 We shall. .be 
fast friends. 1878 BrowninG La Saisiaz 68 There's the 
nice distinction ’twixt fast foes and faulty friends, 

+e. Pleonastically. ast and sure: well as- 
sured, certain. Ods. 

1522 SKELTON Sf. Parrot 504, I make the faste and sure. 
e1550 Bate A. Yohan (Camden) 20, I wyll not breke yt, ye 
may be fast and suer. 

d. + Of sleep: Deep, sound, unbroken. Of 
persons: = ast asleep. Obs. exc. dial. 

1592 Suaks. Rom. §& Ful. w. v. 1 Fast I warrant her, 
1605 — JJacéd. v.i. 9 All this while in a most fast sleepe. 
1743 Fietpinc Yourney 1. i, She was in a fast sleep, 1762 
Foore Orators u. Wks. 1799 1. 211 Smoke the justice, he 


FAST. 


is as fast as a church. 1861 H. Kincsitry Ravenshoe xii, 
‘They waked we sharp enough; but as for she ! she’s fast.’ 


e. Hast aground, ashore: (of a vessel) fixed on 
the ground, the shore. /ast¢ asleep: fixed in sleep, 


sound asleep, in a deep sleep. 

In these phrases fast seems to have been originally the 
grammatical predicate; now it is usually apprehended as 
an adv. qualifying aground, ashore, asleep. 

1555 IT. Hauxes in Foxe A, § MZ, (1631) III. x1. 260 The 
old Bishop .. was fast asleepe. c16z0 Z. Boyp Zion's 
Flowers (1855) 12, I seea man .. Hard fast asleepe. 1725 
De For Voy. round World (1840) 331 Running fast aground. 
1751 SMoLLETT Per. Pic. ii, We were fast ashore before 
you knew anything of the matter. 1771 — Humph. Cl. 
(1846) 329 In half an hour I was fast asleep in bed. 1837 
Dickens Pickw. viii, The fat boy, for once, had not been 
fast asleep, 1867 Smytu Sazlory’s Word-bk., Fast aground, 
immoveable or high and dry. 


f. Of a colour: That will not quickly fade or 


wash out ; permanent. 

1658 W. SANDERSON Graphice 80 Fast and firm colours, as 
Umber, Oke. 1840 F. D, Bennetr Whaling Voy. 11. 92 
Its texture is strong and neat; its colours are fast. 1884 
I. Levinstem in Manch. Exam. 6 Oct. 4/5 Vhe fastest red 
dye known on cotton. 

g. Fast line (Surveying): see quot. Hard and 
fast line; see Harp a. 

1807 Hutton Course Math. Il. 73 When a line is measured 
whose position is. determined. .it is called a fast line. 

+2. Firmly or closely knit together, compact, 
dense, solid, hard. Obs. exc. dial. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd, 1. 114 Deos wyrt .. bid cenned .. on 
feestum stowum. c1200 ORMIN 1602 Wibb fasst & findi3 laf 
& harrd. 1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. xvii. ii. (1495) 598 
‘Trees that ben moost sad and faste. 
Notes 1038 Then is hayle ingendered, because y® thing is 
become more fast. 1601 Hoxtitanp Pliny xvi. xl, The 
Cherrie tree wood is firme and fast. 1609 C. BuTLer ev. 
Mon. i. (1623) Cj, The stuffe [new Fustian] is so fast that it 
holdeth the sting. 1661 J. CuiLprey Brit, Bacon. 16 ‘Vin 
is a fast metal, and apt to dissolve. 1765 A. Dickson 
Treat, Agric. (ed. 2) 316 The half of the earth, ef, with the 
fast land below, is thrown into the furrow E F. 1805 Scotr 
Last Minstr. 1. xvii, In close array and fast. 1881 
Leicestersh. Gloss.,'This ere bread cuts so fasst. 

+b. Of style : Compact, terse. Ods. 

a1568 Ascuam Scholem. u. (Arb,) 113 If Osorius would.. 
translate Demosthenes, with so straite, fast, and temperate 
a style in latine, as he isin Greeke. 

+3. Ofa fortress: Strong. Ofa place or district : 
Secure against attack or access. Obs. Cf. Fasr- 


NESS. 

c goo Beda's Hist. 1. xvi, Seo burg wees to pon fiest pet 
(etc.]. c 1208 Lay. 9775 Sone he gon faren. .in to Ex-chestre, 
pa burh wes ba feestre. 1571 Hanmer Ch7on, [red. (1633) 113 
‘They found the country fast with woods, bogges, and paces 
trenched. 1596 Spenser State /re/. (1633) 100 Robbers and 
Outlawes .. lurking in Woods and fast places. 1633 T. 
Srarrorp Pac. H7b. vii. (x821) 86 A strong and fast Countrey. 

4. Firmly attached to something else; that can- 
not easily escape or be extricated; fixed to the 
spot ; zt. and fig. Said both of persons and things. 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. (MS. A) 352 Presse hem pat pei 
bicome fast togidere. @1400-50 Alexander 747*\Dublin MS.) 
In rapes fast for ryfyng of bernes, c1440 Prop. Parv. 151/2 
Fast, or festyd be clevynge to, or naylynge, /ixus, confixus. 
1535 CoverDALE /’s. xxviii]. 8, I amso fast in preson, that 
I can not get forth. 1603 KNoLLes /77st. Turks 685 Being 
.. almost fast in the deep mud. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s 
Tron Age 86 France..by keeping herself fast with them.. 
hath drawn no small advantages from them [Swiss]. 1682 
Mitton 77st. Mosc. v, 1am now fast in your Country. 1700 
S. L. tr. C. Fryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 41 Vhe Hook struck into 
his Throat, and had him fast. 1772-84 Cook Vay. (1790) VI. 
2236 Captain King .. remained fast till the return of the 
boat. 1806-7 J. Beresrorp Miseries Hum. Life (1826) 1. 
Introd., If you and your mind and your nerves are such fast 
cronies, 1827 Scorr Yrx/. (1890) II. 13 Mr. Scrope, who is 
fast with the gout. 1833 Tennyson Poems 120 We must 
bind And keep you fast, my Rosalind. 1878 H. Puttiirs 
Poens fr. Sp. & Germ. 16 Prisoner fast was Virgil taken. 

b. Of a knot, band, ete. : Firmly tied, not easily 
loosed. Also fig. of an alliance, etc. 

1553 T. Witson //ez. (1580) 40 For that faste kinred and 
aliaunce, which is betwixt us. 1583 Hottypanp Campo di 
Fior 21 Tye the latcheth of a loose knot, and not of a fast 
one. 1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. Wks. 1738 I. 63 Our Prelates 
..have enter’d into fast League with the principal Enemy 
against whom they were sent. 1724 R. FaLconer Voy. (1769) 
232 To lie still as if their Chains were fast. 

ce. To make fast: to bind, connect, or fix firmly. 
In nautical use also adso/. 

c1340 Cursor M, 16684 (Trin.) Abouen his heed .. a bord 
was made fast. c1400 Lazfranc’s Cirurg. 174 Per ben 
maad fast wip be ballokis .ij. vessels. 1526 Tinpate Acts 
xvi. 24 Which iayler .. made their fete fast in the stockes. 
1627 Cart. SmitH Seaman's Gram. v. 22 In stead of tying, 
sea men alwayes say, make fast. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1698) 
I. 17 [He] took the end of a Line, and made it fast about his 
Neck. 1748 F. Smirn Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. 1. 45 Cap- 
tain More..made fast to another Piece [of ice]. 1835 
Marryat Fac. Maithf. vii, Make the boat fast, there’s a good 
lad. 1872 C. Gisson For the King i, The horses were 
made fast in one corner of the court. 

fig. ax3x0 in Wright Lyric P. ix. 37 Betre is make 
forewardes faste, then afterward to mene ant mynne. 1553 
T. Witson 2 het. (1580) 144 A Gentleman, being handfasted 
to a Gentlewoman. .afterwardes lost her, being made faster 
to another manne, then ever she was to hym, 1560 RoLttanp 
Crt. Venus iv. 469 3e man mak fast that salbe to 30w laid. 

d. fig. In a perplexity or difficulty; ‘in a fix’. 


To be fast for : to be in want of. dial. 
1863 Mrs. Toocoop Vorksh. Dial., I sent to borrow your 
saddle, for I..was fast for one. 1877 Cheshire Gloss, ‘I've 
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getten fast amang it.’ 1883 A liondbury Gloss., ‘Why don’t 
you get on with your job?’ ‘Nay, Au’m fast.’ 

e. Whale-fishing. Of the whale: Having a 
harpoon sticking in it. Also of the boat, to 
which the harpoon is attached. Cf. ast-dboat, 
-fish, -ship (see 11). 

1820 Scorespy Acc. Arct. Reg. II. 320 Whether the fish, 
at the time of being harpooned by the second ship, was fast 
or loose? 1823 —- Fru. 444 Amongst this run of fish, the 
king George was fast to three. 1839 T. Beate Sper 
Whate 181 The immense creature almost flew..throwing 
tons of spray high into the air, shewing that he was ‘ fast.’ 


f. Constipated ; costive. Obs. exc. dal. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. 1.74 Gif mannes innod to fest sy. 
1877 VV. W. Linc, Gloss., last, costive. 

5. Of a door, window, etc.: Close shut, bolted, 
or locked. Also, 70 make (a door, etc.) fast. 

ce1305 Ldmiund Conf. 416 in L. 2. P, (1862) 82 Make 
faste pe dore after pe. c1320 Cast. Love 876 Thorgh the 
fast 3ate he con in teo, At the owt-goyng he lette hit fast be. 
c1425 Seven Sag. 1355 (P.) The wyf fonde the dore faste. 
1562 J. Hevwoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 160 He that cumth 
last make all fast. 1623 Massincer Dk. Atlan v. ii, I'll 
first make fast the door, 1748 Ricnarpson Clarissa Wks. 
1883 VI. 290, I thought I heard her coming to open the 
door. .but it was only to draw another bolt, to make it still the 
faster. 1832 Hr. Martineau /7/727/ §& Valley i. 9 He.. walked 
round the cottage to see that the windows were fast. 1853 
Kincs.ey //yfatia xxviil. 359 The door..was fast, With 
a single blow he burst it open. 

6. Gripping, tenacious. 
To take fast hold (of). 

c1s10 More Picus Wks. 5/2 A meruelouse fast memorie. 
1608 Br. Hatt Char. Virtues & V.u.76 He greets his friend 
..With..so fast a closure, that [etc.]. 1611 Binte Pov. iv. 
13 Take fast hold of instruction. 1625 Bacon /ss., Gardens 
(Arb.) 557 Roses Damask & Red are fast Flowers of their 
Smels. 1662 J. Davies Voy. Amébass. 272 ‘These Conductors 

. laid .. fast hold on their hands. 1724 R, Fatconer Voy. 
(1769) 62 Laying fast hold of the Skirt of my Waistcoat. 

+b. Close-fisted, mean, niggardly. Ods. 

c1178 Lamb. Hom, 143 Pa feste Men pa pet mei lutel to 
wreche. @ 1300 Pop. Science 275 A slou3 wrecche and ferblet, 
fast and loth to 3eve his god. 


7. Mining. a. In fast country, ground, applied 
to that part of the bed of minerals which lies next 


the rock (cf. 4). 

1671 Phil. Trans. V1. 2096 The (then real but now 
imaginary) surface of the Earth, which is termed by the 
Mirers, the Shelf, Fast Countrey or Ground that was never 
moved in the Flood. /é/d. 2099 When we come to the 
Shelf or Fast Countrey. 1753 CHamBers Cycl. Supf., Fast 
Ground or Fast Country. 

b. Hast end, wall (see quots.). Cf. 1. 

1851 GREENWELL Coad-trade Terms Northumb. §& Durh. 
25 Mast Wall, a sheth wall; the wall in which, at the top 
or bottom of a course, the bearing up or bearing down stop- 
ping is placed. 1881 Raymonp AZzning Gloss., Last-end.. 
a gangway with rock on both sides, 1883 Grestey Coal 
min. Gloss., Fast End, the limit of a stall in one direction, 

II. Rapid. 

[This sense was app. developed first in the adv., and thence 
transferred to the adj.: see Fast adv.] 

8. Of action, motion, or progress: Quick, swift. 
Hence of an agent: (a) Moving quickly ; (0) Im- 
parting quick motion to something. 

[In the first quot. the sense may be ‘strong, vigorous” 
(cf.1, 2 and the adv. x d).) 

@ 1300 Cursor MM. 7169 (Cott.) Sampson..gaue a braid sa 
fers and fast, bat all be bandes of him brast, 1552 HuLoet, 
Fast wryter, zazpiger scriba. 1594 Suaks. Rich. /1, ut. i. 
x03 Idle Weeds are fast ingrowth. c1610 Speep in Lett. 
Lit. Men (Camden) 109 With a fast eye you had overune 
it. #1627 Mippieton Chaste Alaid v. 1, A fair, fast, legible 
hand. 1662 J. Davies tr. Mandelslo’s Trav. E. Ind. 120 
Ahundred Boats, all which row for the fastest. 1712 Swirr 
Frul. to Stella 12 Dec., I am slower, but MD is faster. 
1788 FRANKLIN Aztobiog. Wks. 1887 I. 287 His ship. .foul 
toa degree that must necessarily hinder her fast sailing. 
1837 Dickens Pickw, xiv, The vixenish mare with the fast 
pace. 1837 ApperLey 7'e Road (1851) 32 The average 
price of horses for fast coaches. 1886 Manch. Exam. 7 Jan. 
5/2 The want felt in Lancashire of a good fast bowler. 1886 
T. Hopkins ’7wixt Love § Duty xli, The fast train was 
exchanged for a local one. 1888 STEEL Cricket iii, 164 It is 
strange that English first-class cricket is so devoid of really 
fast bowling. . 

b. Coming in quick succession. /veg. in Shelley; 


otherwise rare. 

1815 SHELLEY AJZastory 533 For as fast years flow away 
The smooth brow gathers. a@ 1822 — Coltseunz Ess. & Lett. 
(Camelot) 59 Like the fast drops of a fountain. 

ce. Of a clock or watch: Indicating a time more 


advanced than the true time. 

1840 Penny Cycl. XVII. 405/x In an observatory it is 
always desirable that a clock should..be slow rather than 
fast. Mod. My watch is fast. ‘It is six by my watch.’ 
‘TI think you must be fast.’ A ; 

9. Adapted to, or productive of, quick movement. 
a. With reference to locomotion or transport. 
b. Cricket and Football. Said of the ground when 
hard and dry. e. Azlliards. Said of a table of 


which the cushions are very elastic. 

a. 1857 B. Taytor North. Trav. 245 As it was_ not 
a ‘fast’ station, we were subject to the possibility of waiting 
two or three hours for horses. Mod. A fast line (of railway). 

b. 1888 Steet Cricket iii. 150 Finishing his stroke as he 
would do on a fast wicket. 1891 (veld 7 Mar. 345/3 The 
ground [at a football match] was very fast. 

c. 1873 Bennett & Cavenpisu Billiards 21 By a moder- 
ately fast table’ is meant one on which if a player strikes a ball 
as hard as he can, it will run five times the length of the table. 


Const. of, Ods. exc. in 





» FAST. 


10. a. Of persons: Living too fast (see Fast adv. 7) ; 
extravagant in habits; devoted to pleasure, dissi- 
pated ; usually implying a greater or less degree of 
immorality. Also in fast life, living, etc. Db. 
Often applied to women in milder sense : Studiedly 
unrefined in habits and manners, disregardful of 
propriety or decorum. ec. Of language, etce.: 
Characteristic of ‘fast’ people. d. Of a place: 
Inhabited or frequented by ‘fast’ people. 

1745 E. Heywoop Female Sect. (1748) 11. 273 In deep 
consultation. .how to repair the defects of age and fast living. 
184x J. T. Hewrerr Parish Clere 1. 179 All the fast men 
were anxious to make their acquaintance. 1852 L. OLipHant 
Journey to Katmandu 191 Lucknowis a fast place. 1856 F. E. 
Pacer Owlet Owlst. 140 If afast young lady be detestable 
anywhere, what must she be in a country parsonage? 
1861 Hucues 701 Brown at Oxf. i. (1889) 2 The college 
was decidedly fast. 1870 Ramsay Resin. v. (ed. 18) 119 
I never heard..all these fast terms. 1874 Burnanp J/y 
Time xxiii. 203 My lot was cast in a fast set. 

IIT. 11. Comb. and locutions: fast-boat, a 
whaling-boat which has made itself fast to a whale, 
z.é. has harpooned it; + fast-fingered a, = CLosE- 
FISTED ; fast-fish, a whale which has been har- 
pooned and is therefore fast to the boat; fast- 
freight, U.S. (Railways), goods for rapid trans- 
portation, whence /ast-/reight-line ; fast-gated a., 
dial. going at a rapid rate; fast-goer, one who 
goes fast ; | fast-hand v., to grasp tightly ; + fast- 
handed @. =CLOSE-FISTED; fast-hold, (@) a 
stronghold; /¢¢. and fig.; (0) confinement, durance ; 
fast-pulley, also in fast and loose pulley (see 
quots.); fast ship, a ship which has secured a 
particular whale, by means of its boats; fast-shot 
(see quot.). Also Fast AND LOOSE, 

1820 Scorrspy Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 480 It frequently 
drags the *fast-boat with such speed through the water, 
that it is..soon out of sight. 1839 T. Beate Sperm Whale 
165 ‘Those in the ‘fast’ boat haul themselves gently 
towards the whale. 1607 Hieron /WAs. I. 339 How “fast 
fingered and close handed are they, when any thing should 
come from them to a good purpose? 1820 ScoresBy Acc. 
Arctic Reg. 11,244 The first effort of a ‘*fast-fish’ or whale 
that has been struck, is to escape from the boat. 1881 
Chicago Times 12 Mar., The Commercial Express *Fast- 
Freight line. 1875 WauGcu Old Cronies iv. in Tufts Heather 
(1892) I. 221 A *fast-gated spendthrift. 1885 Miss Brappon 
Wyllard’s Weird \. vii. 183 In a hunting country, the *fast- 
goers generally get together. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondz's 
Eromena 104 She perceived it was a woman who “fast- 
handing a little plancke, floted on the sea, 1611 SprED 
Hist. Gt. Brit, Proeme, Nature in those gifts hath beene 
both liberall..and prodigall, though Fortune as sparing and 
*fast handed against me. 1622 Bacon Hen. V// 207 The 
King also beeing fast handed, and loth to part with a 
second Dowrie, 1802 Hatred III. 152 A banditti..secured 
themselves from punishment by retiring to this “fast hold. 
1832 Mraser’s Mag. V. 566 The wild cat, the fox, and 
the badger, are almost entirely exterminated from their 
fastholds, 1870 Daily News 8 Sept. 6 When the last fast- 
hold of priestly influence is rapidly disappearing in the West. 
1856 Brees 7erms Archit., etc., *Fast and loose pulleys, 
a very simple. .contrivance for disengaging and re-engaging 
machinery, consisting of two pulleys. One pulley is fixed on 
an axle, another, having a bush, is loose. ‘The band con- 
veying the motion may consequently be shifted from one 
pulley to the other at pleasure. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., 
Fast-pulley (Machinery), one keyed to the shaft so as to 
revolve therewith. 1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. II. 250 
These signals serve to indicate ., the exclusive title of the 
‘*fast-ship’ to the entangled whale. 1846 Brockerr Géoss. 
N. Country Words (ed. 3) 161 When a shot has discharged 
without disturbing the coal..it is said to be a *fast shot. 

Fast (fast), adv. Forms: 1 feeste, 3 feeste, 
feste, south. dial. veeste, veste, 3-6 faste, 3 Orm. 
fasste, south. dial. vaste, 3— fast; comp. 1 feestor, 
3 feestre, south. dial. vastre, 3- faster. [OE. 

Jeste=OS8. fasto (Du. vast), OHG. fasto (MHG. 
vaste firmly, fixedly, closely, quickly, mod.G. fast 
almost), ON. fast:—OTeut. */astd, f. fastu- Fast a.] 

1. In a fast manner, so as not to be moved or 
shaken; /¢. and fig.; firmly, fixedly. Often with stand, 
sit, stick, etc. ‘+ To sit fast upon; to insist upon. 

cgoo Beda’s Hist. 11. xiii, Pa sceat he mid py spere, pat 
hit sticode feeste on bem herize. c1205 Lay. 9562 Heore 
grid heo setten faeste. c1300 Beket 1306 Whan ech man of 
the lond faste a3en him is. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
188 It wole make hise heeris longe & make hem sitte 
faste. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 8b, Persones 
that .. stycke fast in theyr owne blynde fantasy. 1535 
CoverpaLe Ps, xxxiii. 9 For..loke what he commaundeth, 
it stondeth fast. aaa ee Foxe A. & M. (1684) III. 112 
Whose faith may be the faster fixed on Gods verity. 1566 
T. Srarteton Ret. Untr. Fewel i. 37 He sitteth so fast 
upon the bare wordes. 16rx Biste 1 Cor. xvi. 13 Stand fast 
in the faith. 1726 SHetvockEr Voy. round World (1757) 202 
Their fire had little or no effect. All stood fast with us. 
1777 H. Gates in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) I. 548, 
I have seen the Mohawk River fast frozen on the roth of 
November. 1789 Cowper Ann. Mem. 1789. 45 The symbol 
of a righteous reign Sat fast on George's brows again. 1815 
Scorr Paul's Lett, (1839) 124 Stand fast, 95th..we must not 
be beat, 1843 MacauLay Lays Anc. Rome, Virginia, No 
cries were there, but teeth set fast. 1879 I'.W. Robinson 
Coward Conscience 1. i, Stick fast to the hand-rail, 

b. Zo sleep fast: to sleep soundly. 

(For fast asleep see Fast a. 1 e.) 

c12z00 Trix, Coll. Hom, 201 Sume men slaped faste and 
sume nappeo. 1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) 2780 In eiper [stone] 
a dragon per inne slepe vaste. ¢ 1381 Cuaucer Parl. Foules 


FAST. 


94 Tooke rest, that made me to slepe faste. 1483 CaxTon 
G. de la Tour F viij, Whyle he fast slept she cutte awey the 
heerys of his heede. 1557 AK. Arthux (W. Copland) v1. i, 
So syr Launcelot slepte passyng fast. 1667 Mitton ?. L. 
1x. 182 Him fast sleeping soon he found. 1758 JoHNsoNn 
Let. 9 Jan., I must have indeed slept very fast. 1819 Byron 
Fuan i. xcix, The day before, fast sleeping on the water, 
‘They found aturtle. 1844 Mrs. Browninc Sonnets, Com/fort, 
He sleeps the faster that he wept before. 

+c. Expressing fixity of attention, effort, or 
purpose: Earnestly, steadily, diligently, zealously. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 9241 Menn himm sohhtenn fasste to, Forr 
himm to seon & herenn. ¢1300 Havelok 2148 Panne bi- 
helden he him faste. c1325 Poem Times Edw. //, 57 The 
clerkes of the cuntré wolen him faste wowe. 1375 BARBOUR 
Bruce. 42 The barnage.. Assemblyt thaim, and fayndyt 
fast To cheyss a king thar land to ster. /ééd. 1v. 616 Eftyr 
the fyr he lukyt fast. 14.. Tundale's Vis. 2053 Tundale 
lystenyd fast and logh. ¢1430 Syx Txyam. 65 Syr Marrok, 
hys steward, Was faste abowtewarde To do hys lady gyle. 
1533 BeLLenpDEN Livy (1822) 413 The army at Veos desirit 
fast to have thare money for thare wageis. 1535 CovVERDALE 
Fudith x. 23 She loked fast vpon him, & fell downe vpon the 
earth. 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, v. ii. 2x Thou art so fast 
mine enemie. 1644 Mitton Aveop. (Arb.)69 Others as fast 
reading, trying all things, 

+d. Expressing vigour in action: 
strongly, vigorously. Ods. 

1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 399 Hii... bysegede pe cyte, & asaylede 
vaste. c1320 S7r Tristr. 2783 Tristrem as aman, Fast he 
gan to fiz3t. 1375 Barsour Bruce xut.129 Be thai [presit] 
..A little fastar..thai discumfit soyn sall be. c1420 Amturs 
of Arth, x\vii, Fast he foundes atte his face With a squrd 
kene. c1450 Myrc 1627 Wepeth faste and ys sory. 1570 
BucHanan Chameleon Wks. (1892) 51 Albeit Chamzleon.. 
ragit neuir sa fast the contrait was concludit. 

2. With firm grasp, attachment, or adhesion; so 
as not to permit of escape or detachment; tightly, 
securely, Often with dzzd, hold, etc. “it. and fig. 
See also Hop v7. 

c888 K, Aitrrep Boeth. xxxv.§ 2 Swibe feeste to somne 
gelimed, c1200 7722. Coll. Hont. 103 Pe man pe halt faste 
his sinne.. he is demd fro heuene to helle. cx20g Lay. 
15337 Pa wes Uortigerne veste ibunden. c1z20 Bestiary 
212 And feste de fordward fast at thin herte, dat tu firmest 
higtes. c¢1300 St. Brandan 93 With bole huden stronge 
y-nou y-nailed therto faste. 1340 HAmpoLte Px. Consc. 684 
‘This es the leef that hanges noght faste. ¢ 1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg, 315 Pan take faste pe boon & drawe it to his place 
ajen. 31480 Caxton Chron, Eng. ccxlii, 283 Kyng Richard 
was deposed and was kept fast in hold. 1542-3 Act 34-5 
flex. VI/T, c. 6 Pinnes .. such as shal.. haue the heads 
soudered fast to the shanke. 1576 FLemiInG Panof/. Epist. 
308 Something to hold fast, among many thinges that 
I have read. 1596 SHaxs. Merch. V. 1. v. 53 Fast binde, 
fast finde, A prouerbe neuer stale in thriftie minde. 
1667 Mitton P. Z. vi. 543 Let each..gripe fast his orbed 
Shield. 1685 Loud. Gaz. No. 2095/3 All the Ships in 
the Downs Ride fast. 1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr. Vianud’s 
Shipwreck 31 Clinging fast to the side of our vessel. 1816 
J. Witson City of Plague i. iii. 290 Fear binds us fast to 
guilt. 1838 THirtwaLt Greece II, 306 To exhort them to 
choose and hold fast the good. 1850 Mrs. BrowninG Rowe. 
of Page, And wedded fast were we. 

+b. fg. Of a command or prohibition : Strictly. 

c1310 St. Swzthin 76 in E. E. P. (1862) 45 His men faste 
he bad Pat hi ne scholde him burie no3t in church, 13.. 
E. E. Allit. P. B. 1147 To defowle hit euer vpon folde fast he 
forbedes. 1535 CoveRDALE Yer. xxxv. 14 The wordes. .are 
fast and surely kepte, 

+e. Of defence or concealment: Securely. Ods. 

1481 BR. St. Albans ¥ iv b, In moore or in moos he hidyth 
hem fast. 1535 CoverDaLe 2 JZacc. xii. 13 A cite, which 
was very fast kepte with brydges. 

d. With passive notion: So as to be unable to 
move. Zo stick fast: often fig. to be nonplussed, 
unable to get any further. 

1526-34 TiInDALE Ac/s xxvii. 41 The foore parte stucke 
fast and moved not. 1635 Laup IVs. (1860) VII. 174 When 
he saw the man and his horse stuck fast in the quagmire. 
1768 J. Byron Narr. Patagonia 15 Providentially we stuck 
fast between two great rocks. 1847 Marryar Childr. N. 
Forest xxi, Many of them stuck fast .. and attempted to 
clear themselves in vain. 1850 W. B. Crarke Weck of 
Favorite 68, | found my limbs completely set fast from the 
intensity of the cold. 

+e. quasi-z72¢. (See quot.) Obs. 

1720 Stryre in Stow's Surv. Lond. 1, xxix. 250/1 [The 
charter of the Fraternity of St. George, 1537, ordained] that 
in Case any Person were shot..by any of these Archers, he 
was not to be..molested, if he had immediately before he 
shot, used that common Word, ast. 


3. In a close-fitting manner; so as to leave no 
opening or outlet, Often with additional notion 


of security, 

c1205 Lay. 15320 Ppa 3ten heo tunden uaste. c1340 
Cursor M. 2788 (Trin.) Faste pe dores gon he bare. c¢ 1400 
Maunbev. (Roxb.) ii. 7 Pe Tews. .sett a coroun on his heued 
and thrast it peron so fast pat pe blude ran doune. ¢ 1430 
Two Cookery-bks. 27 Do it ouer pe fyre & hele it faste. 1600 
J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa u. 167 Each one of these cels is 
shut fast with a little doore. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1v. 190 
Some rich Burgher, whose substantial dores, Cross-barrd 
and bolted fast, fear no assault. 1781 Cowper Hofe 658 
While Bigotry .. His eyes shut fast, his fingers in his ears. 
1850 Kincstey A/t, Locke xxxvii, Crossthwaite had kept 
his face fast buried in his hands. 1850 B, Taytor Eldorado 
iv. (1862) 36 With their hats pulled fast over their brows. 
1854 H. Miter Footy. Creat. i. (1874) 2 Fast jammed in 
between a steep hill and the sea. 

4. Of proximity ; 7. and fig. Close, hard ; very 
near. Now only in fast beside, fast by (arch. or 
poet.), and with vbs. expressing following, where 


the sense approaches 6, 


Stoutly, 
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c 1275 Lay. 9 Faste by Radistone. c¢ 1325 Song Yesterday 
68 in £. £, P. (1862) 135 To-ward vr ende we drawe ful fast. 
©1340 Cursor M. 15782 (Trin.) Wip bat word. .pei bigon to 
awake And him faste aboute biset. c 1400 MaunpeEv. (1839) 
xxi. 228 The See that touched & was fast to the mount. 
¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 326 Ther were fyldes full faire fast bere 
besyde. c¢1420 Palladius on Hush. viii. 169 If Aust be fast 
nygh September. c1425 Seven Sag. 3009(P.) Faste by hym 
he hyrsete. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. deW. 1531), Whiche worlde 
. .decaynge draweth fast toan ende. 1590 SPENSER’. Q.1. xil. 
25 Fast before the king he did alight. 1603 KNo.ties //7st. 
Turks (1621) 1117 A mill fast without the town, 1667 Mit- 
ton P. L. 11.725 The Snakie Sorceress that sat Fast by Hell 
Gate. 1679-1714 Burnet Hist. Ref I. u. 48 Lautrech with 
the French army lay still fast about Bononia. 1704 Pore 
Windsor For. 314 And, fast beside him, once-fear’'d Edward 
sleeps. 1729 Savace Wanderer v. 399 The Globe of Light 
Drops sudden; fast pursued by Shades of Night. 1790 
Beatson Nav. & Mil. Mem. 394 Which brought the vessels 
in our rear fast up, 180r1 Worpsw. Cuckoo § Nightingale 
xx, The next bush that was me fast beside. 1821 Keats 
Lamia 17 Fast by the springs..Were strewn rich gifts. 
1869 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) III. xi. 72 Fast on its 
appearance had followed the troubles of the reign of .. 
Eadward. 

b. Fast upon or om: near upon (a specified 
quantity). Cf. Ger. fast almost. Ods. exc. dial. 

1583 Gorpinc Calvin on Deut. xxx. 177 After he had gone 
about with them a fortie yeres or fast vpon it. 1600 
Hotranp Livy xxix. 735 So there were. . killed in the place 
..fast upon a thousand. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., ‘1 gev fast 
on ten pounds for her.’ 

+5. Closely, at once, immediately. As fast as: 
as soon as (cf. 6). Oés. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 823 (Gitt.) Als fast as pai had don pat 
sinne, Bigan all vr baret to biginne. c 1386 CHaucer Can. 
Yeom. Prol.& T. 552 Whan he cometh, as fast schul ye see 
A wonder thing, which ye saugh never er this. @1400-50 
Alexander 3944 Pan come a fliztir in of fowls, as fast as it 
dawid. cx1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 322 It is necessarie as 
faste pat a mannes rigboon is out of be joynct pat it be 
brou3t yn ajen anoon, 1428 Surtees Misc. (1890) 9 Was 
done afterwarde als her fast folowys. c1440 Lay Folks 
Mass Bk. (MS. C.) 56 Say a paternoster and an ave fast 
pereon. 1645 Hammonp Pract. Catechisnz 1. iil. 50 He.. gave 
evidence of his fidelity as fast as occasions were offered. 
1724 R. Farconer Voy. (1769) 231 My Opinion was to execute 
it as fast as ever we could, 1782 Cowper G7/f7m 117 And still 
as fast as he drew near, T'was wonderful to view, How [etc.]. 

6. Quickly, rapidly, swiftly. 

For the development of this sense from the primary sense 
‘firmly’, cf. 1d, 4, 5, and expressions like ‘to run hard’, 
It does not appear that this sense is recorded in OE., but it 
belongs to MHG. vaste, ON. fast. 

c1205 Lay. 7986 He warnede alle his cnihtes .. & fusden 
an veste. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 4or Po pe Cristyne yt 
vnder3ete, a3en hii wende vaste. a@1300 Czsor M. 3866 
(Cott.) It was ferli.. How fast pai multiplid par. 1340 
Hampo.te Pr, Consc. 4003 Takens, war-thurgh he may 
understande, Pat pe day of dome es fast comande. 
c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7437, I prayde my felowes 
fast toryde. 1548 Hatt Chron. 113 b, The Frenchemen .. 
fled into the toune so faste, that one letted the other to 
entre. 1585 J. B. tr. P. Viret’s Sch. Beastes B viij b, 
Men doo not so fast breake them, as she repaireth 
and amendeth them. 1632 Liracow 7yav. vt. 298 The 
Camell .. hath a most slow and lazy pace .. neither can he 
goe faster although he would. 1688 J. SmirH Baroscofe 71 
The Mercury then generally Rises very fast of a sudden. 
1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. xv. 268, 1 found he .. would 
make it go almost as swift and fast again as I could. 1776 
Apvam Smitn JV”. N. 1. xi. (1869) I. 264 ‘The rate of profit .. 
is.. highest in the countries which are going fastest to ruin. 
1814 Scotr Ld. of /sles 1. xiii, Barendoun fled fast away. 
1876 TREVELYAN JZacaulay II. 2 His health was breaking 
fast. 1893 Sir L. W. Cave in Law Times XCV. 26/1 The 
frequent applications to commit for contempt of court are 
fast bringing the law itself into contempt. 

b. In quick succession ; one close upon another. 
rsgr Suaks. 1 //ex. VJ, m1. i. 82 The Bishop and the Duke 
of Glosters men .. Doe pelt so fast at one anothers Pate, 
That [etc.]. 1610 — Zem7p. 1. ii. 281 Where thou didst vent 
thy groanes As fast as Mill-wheeles strike. 1647 CLARENDON 
Hist. Reb.1. (1843) 22/2 His honours had grown faster upon 
him than his fortunes. 1771 Mrs. Grirrirn tr. Viazd's 
Shipwreck 169 My tears fell faster than his. a@1822 
SHELLEY Song for Tasso 12 My thoughts come fast, 
e. Readily, with alacrity. Ods. exe. in colloq. 
phrase fast enough. 

c1420 Anturs of Arth. xviii, Thou dele fast of the gode, 
To tho that fales the fode. c1477 Caxton Fason 30 They 
..attended frely and fast a fote. 1553 T. Witson Phez. 
(1580) 2 The one affirmyng for his parte, and the other 
deniyng as faste againe for his parte. 1598 Saks. 
Merry W. w. i. 69 Hee teaches him to hic and to hac; 
which they’ll doe fast enough of themselues. 1642 MiILTon 
Afpol. Smect, (1851) 314, I cannot but admire as fast what 
they think is become of judgement, and tast in other men, 
Mod. He would do it fast enough, if’you paid him for it. 

7. To live fast: @. to expend quickly one’s vital 
energy; b. to live a dissipated life. Cf. Fast a. 10, 

a. 1700 DryDEN Char. Good Parson g Of sixty years he 
seemed; and well might last To sixty more, but that he 
lived too fast. 171 SHarress. Charac. (1737) 1. 126 As if 
they liv’d the fastest who took the greatest pains to enjoy 
least of life. 1851 CArrENTER JZan. Phys. (ed. 2) 78 Cold- 
blooded animals live much faster..at high temperatures, 
than at low; so that they die much sooner. 

b. 1699 ‘T. Brown Collog. Erasm. iv. 26 Living very 
fast, as they say, [he] has brought his Noble to Nine- 
pence. 1754 World 19 Sept. ® 2 He has lived rather fast 
formerly. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Bk., F. Bull (1865) 389 
‘They fear he has lived too fast. 


8. Comb. with ppl. adjs. and (rarely) vbl. sbs. 
a. (sense 1) as fast-dyed, -grounded, -rooted 
(whence fast-rootedness), settled, ppl. adjs. 
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1541 CoverDALE Old Faith ix, The only true, old, un- 
doubted, and fast-grounded faith. 1587 Gotpinc De 
Mornay Ep. Ded, 1 In the world we see a stedie and fast- 
setled order. 1832 TENNysoNn Lotos-Eaters 83 The flower 
..Fast-rooted in the fruitful soil. 1853 Lyncu Sed/éJz/7 ov, 
ii. 3r The fast-rootedness of religious vitality, 1888 Da/sly 
News 19 Nov. 2/7 The fast-dyed black goods retain their 
popularity. f 

b. (sense 2) as fast-anchored, -bound, -plighted 
ppl. adjs.; + fast-fancied, attached firmly by fancy. 

1580 Barer A/y. F 181 Fast bound or tied, vedigatus. 
c1590 Greene Fr, Bacon v. 79 Thou com’st in post from 
merry Fressingfield Fast-fancied to the Keepers bonny lass. 
1627 Drayton Agincrt. ccxxviil. 2032 His fast plighted troth. 
1633 Forp’7¥s Pity v. v, Our fast-knit affections. 1784 
Cowrer Yask u, 15t Were they the wicked above all, And 
we the righteous, whose fast-anchored isle Moved not? 1814 
Byron Hebr. Mel, Destr. Ferusalent ii, The fast-fettered 
hands. 1823 Scorr Peverid III. iii. 56 The darbies are the 
fetlocks—the fast-keepers my boy—the bail for good beha- 
viour. 1842 ManninG Serxmz. xxv. (1848) 382 There still 
remains with us a fast-cleaving and mysterious evil. 1871 
B. Taytor Faust (1875) 11. m1. 193 Bring I thee Fast bound 
in welded fetters the knave. é 

ce. (sense 3) as fast-closed, -shut, ppl. adjs. 

1595 SHAKS. Yohn 1. i. 447 Our fast closed gates. a 1649 
Drumm. or Hawtu. Poems (1711) 18 A fast-shut prison, 

d. (sense 6) as fast-sailing, vbl. sb. ; fast-falling, 
-going, -satling, etc., ppl. adjs. 

1593 SHAKS. 3 Hen. VJ, 1, iv. 162 Euen my Foes will shed 
fast-falling Teares, 1593 — Rich. //, 1. iv. 34 Goe thou, 
and like an Executioner Cut off the heads of too fast 
growing sprayes, 1622 Drayton Poly-old. xxiii. 187 A good 
fast feeding grass, most strongly that doth breed, 1757 
Dyer Fleece 1v. 603 Fast-gath’ring tempests. 1800 NELSON in 
Nicolas Disp. 1V. 200 A fast-sailing Polacca of about 70 
Tons. 1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. Il. 338 That valu- 
able property of a ship, called fast-sailing. 1820 Keats Ode 
to Nightingale 49 Fast-fading violets cover'd up in leaves, 
a 1822 SHeLtey ZLigotry 1. 3 The fast-fleeting hind. 1822 in 
Cobbett Ru. Rides (1885) 1.96 The fast-sinking Old Times 
newspaper. a 1835 Mrs. Hemans Penitent’s Offering Poems 
(1875) 496 That fast-flowing rain of tears. 1870 DickENs 
E. Drood ii, The fast-darkening scene. _ 1892 Pall Mail G, 
12 Oct. 5/r The fast-going autumn. 

+ Fast,v.! Obs. Forms: 1 feestan, 3-5 fest(e(n, 
-yn, 3-4 fasten, 5-6 faste, 5— fast. a. ¢. 3-5 
fest, 4fast-, fested,-id, -yd, 5-7 fasted. Pa. pple. 
3-5 fest(e, 4fast(e. [OE. fws/an (rare; also in com- 
pounds ge-, 0d-bef#stan), corresp. to OF ris. feséza, 
OS. festian (Du. vesten), OHG. fasten, festan 
(MHG. festen), ON. festa (Da. feste, Sw. fasta) 
:—OTeut. *fastjan, f. *fast-u- Fast a. 

Before s¢, /7, the umlaut of a in OE. was @ (instead of ¢), 
and in ME, dialects this is divergently represented be 
aande. The wide prevalence of the form /es¢(ex in ME., 
however, is prob. in part due to Scandinavian influence. } 

1. To make fast to something; to attach with 
bonds or nails; to bind together. Const. on, 72/1, 
to, unto. a. with reference to material things. 
Also, Zo fast up (a wound): to bind up. 

c1z20 Bestiary 462 De spinnere..fested atte hus rof 
hire fodredes. a@ 1300 Leg. Gregory (Schulz) 110 Pan sche 
hadde. .in be cradel fast him fest. @ 1300 Cursor AZ. 1728 
(Gétt.) [Noe] himself festid [/a7+7ax feste] bath band and 
lace. ¢ 1330 R. BruNNE Chron. (1810) 272 Fire bei fest on 
it alle, & brent it | pe rede haule] pat et felle. 1340 HAMPOLE 
Py. Consc. 5275 Pe neyles pat hym thurgh hand and fote 
Til pe hard rode tre fast fested. 1382 Wyciir Zzek. 
xxx. 2t Boundyn in clothis and fastid..with smale lynnen 
clothis. c 1440 Syx Gener. (Roxb.) 2717 On his legges 
thou doo fest Strong fetures, 1523 FitzHers. Surv. xxv. 
(1539) 48 To faste the teme to the same. 1549 CovERDALE 
Evrasm. Par. Gal. 14 Jesus Christ was for your sakes faste 
vpon the crosse. 1593 Aztes §& Alon. Ch. Durh. (Surtees) 4 
Which cord was all fest together..over the cover. 1615 
W. Lawson Orch. & Gard. 1, x. (1668) 29 Cover your 
wound, and fast it up. 1626 Carr. Smirn Accid. Yug. 
Seamen 27 Fast you[:] Anchor with your shanke painter. 
1665 G. Havers P. della Valle’s Trav. E. India 348 At 
the foot of that Cross three Nails, to signifie those which 
fasted our Saviour unto it. 4 

b. with reference to immaterial things. 

c 1220 Bestiary 553 Wo so fested hope on him, he sal him 
folgen to helle dim. @1340 Hampote Psa/ter xii. 1 A perfit 
man ..has.. fested paim [desires] in ihesu crist. 1568 T. 
Howe t A7vd, A mitie (1879) 94 Firmely fast thy fayth on 
him, that’s true continually. 

ec. refl. and zntr. for refl. With on, to: To attach 
oneself to, take hold of, seize upon. Cf. Zo 


Sasten on. 

c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 3707 A fier ma3ti Sat fole fest on. 
c¢ 1300 Cursor M. 26782 (Cott.) pai paim to pair filthes fest. 
1340 Hampote Px. Coxsc. 6772 Nedders pat on bam sal fest. 
c¢ 1420 Avow, Arth, vii, Ther was non so hardy Durste on 
the fynde fast. 14.. Awug § Hermit 475 in Hazl. EZ. P. 
P, (1864) I. 32 Ther is no dere in this foreste And it [an 
eri wolde onne hym feste, Bot it schuld spyll his 
skale. 

d. To make fast in wedlock ; to betroth, wed. 
Const. Zo, with, 

c 1300 Sat, Kildare in E, FE. P, (1862) 155 He is sori of 
his lif Pat is fast to such a wif. 1377 Lanct P. P?. B. 1. 
123 Pow hast fest hire to fals. c1430 Syx 77yam. 643 They 
schulde faste hur with no fere. 

2. To fix in something else; to fix firmly; to 
establish, settle, in material or immaterial sense; 
and with sentence as 0/7. 

c9s0 Lindisf. Gosp. Luke xxiii. 46 In hondum dinum,. 
ic feesto [commendo| gast minne. c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 1524 
Dor wurd wid him trewde fest Abimalech, 1297 R. Giouc. 
(1724) 150 Pat ich hym wolde myd trewbe siker faste on 
honde. a 1300 Cursor M. 21013 (Gott.) lacob pe mare. .be 
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land of spaigne in faith he fest. 1382 Wyciir Zx. xv. 17 
Lord, thi seyntuarye, that thin hondes fastiden. ¢ 1400 
Ywaine § Gaw. 1989 His shelde bifor his face he fest. 
1440 Secrees, Prose Version (E.E.1.S.) A kyng, bat yn 
vnite and obedience hap confermed and fastyd be louable 
poeple of Inde. ¢1460 Towneley Myst.gxt Then wold I we 
fest This mete whoshalle into panyere kest. 1664 Ploddan 
Field ix, 8x His folks could hardly fest their feet. 

b. To plant, bring or drive home (a blow). Of 
the sun: To send forth (a ray). 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 23385 (Cott.) Als suith als sunn mai fest 
fra est his lem vnto be west, als suith mai pou cum pider. 
¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 190 A stroke on him he 
fest. ¢ 1330 Arth. § Merl. 5986 So strong was Caulang 
verrament That King Arthour myht fest no dint. 

ce. refl. To fast oneself of: to confirm oneself in. 

c1220 Bestiary 182 Feste de of stedefastnesse and ful of 

jewes. 

3. To confirm (a covenant) ; to pledge (faith, etc.). 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 5725 (Cott.) For forward bat he wit bam 
fest His ei of reuth he on bam kest. 1306 Sir Simon 
Fraser 41 in Pol, Songs (Camden) 214 Tothe kyng Edward 
hii fasten huere fay. ¢ 1340 Cursor M. 2691 (Trin.) Pis 
couenaunt was faste wip bis. a 1450 Le Morte Arth. 3324 
Viff we may not oure forwardys faste. ¢1470 HENry 
Wallace x1. 540 Passand thai war..Till Inglismen- thair 
fewte for to fest. 

Hence Fa‘sted Af/. a. 

¢ 1440 Promp. Parv. 151/1 Fast, or bowndyn, or festyd, 
vinctus, Ibid. 158/t Festyd, or teyyd fast to a thynge, 
fixus. 

Fast (fast), v.2 Forms: 1-2 feestan, 2 feesten, 
2-3 festen, 3-4 south. dial. vesten, 3-4 fasten. 
Orm. fasstenn, 4-5 fastyn, faste, south. dial, 
vaste, 4- fast. Ja. ¢. 1 feestte, 2-3 feste, 4 
faste, 7 fast, 3 fastede, 4-5 fastid, Sc. fastit, 4- 
fasted. Pa. pple. 3 ifaste, south. dial. i-, y-vast, 
4 fast, fasten, 4-5 fastid, Sc. fastyt, 4- fasted. 
[Com. Teut.: OE. /estan = OFris. festia, MDu., 
mod.D. vasten, OHG. fastén (MHG. vasten, 
mod.G. fasten), ON. fasta (Da. faste, Sw. fasta), 
Goth. fastan :—OTeut. *fastéjan. The Goth. word 
has also the sense ‘to keep, to observe’, of which 
the sense ‘to fast’ was originally a specific appli- 
cation; cf. med.L. observare ‘to fast’. In accord- 
ance with this presumed derivation, the ecclesias- 
tical use of the word is here placed first, though the 
wider sense 2 appears in OE. and in all the modern 
Tent. langs.] ¢ 

1. intr. To abstain from food, or to restrict one- 
self to a meagre diet, either as a religious observance 
or as a ceremonial expression of grief. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 27 Pet ure Drihten efter bam fulwihte 
feestte. c 1050 Byrhiferth’s Handboc in Anglia VIII. 311 
pon sceal man festan on pam erran seternes dege. 
¢ 1175 Lamb. Hom. 29 Ic wulle gan to scrifte and forleten 
and festen per fore. @ 1225 Ancr. R. 20 Hwon 3e vested 
ine winter. 1340 Ayend. 50 God him hat ueste. ¢ 1400 
Maunprv. (Roxb.) iii, 10 Pai fast no3t pe Seterday na tyme 
of be 3ere. 1483 Caxton G, de la Tour Avj, Yf ye may not 
faste the thre dayes. 1542 Brecon Potation for Lent Karly 
Wks.(1843) 107 He alsoteachesus the true. . manner of fasting. 
1600 Suaks. A. Y. LZ. 1. v. 58 But Mistris. .downe on ‘hae 
knees And thanke heauen, fasting, for a good mans loue. 
a1711 Ken Serm, Wks. (1838) 163 When he fasted, his diet 
was afflicting, such as became a mourner, 1782 PRIESTLEY 
Corrupt. Chr. Il. vit. 129 Some persons fasted before 
Easter, 1842 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. VI. i. 1 We fast 
by way of penitence. 

Jig. a 1300 Cursor M. 27916 (Cotton Galba) To fast fro 
all syn. 1634 Sir T, Hersert 7rav. (1638) 259 Prosper’s 
saying, That to fast from sinne, is the best fast, 

“b. with mention of the kind of spare diet per- 
mitted. Const. 07; + formerly also zz, fo, with, 
and quasi-¢rans. in phrase #o fast bread and water. 

¢ 13053 Hdmund Conf. 24 in E. E. P, (1862) 71 Ofte heo 

af hem mede For to faste pane fridai to watere & to 
Brede, 1375 Barsour Bruce x1. 383 Thai fastit bred and 
vattir ilkone. a 1450 Ant. de la Tour 12 [She] fasted.. 
two tymes in brede and water. 1562 J, Heyvwoop Prov. 
& Epigr. (1867) 100 Thou rather wouldest..fast bread and 

water. 1588 SHaxs. Z. Z. Z. 1. i. 303 You shall fast a 
Weeke with Branne and water. 1844 Lincarp Azglo-Sax. 
Ch. (1858) II. x. 120 He fasted on bread, herbs, salt, and 
water. 

2. gen, To go without food. + Also (contextually) 
to go without drink. Const. from. 

¢ 1000 Sax. Leechd. 1. 200 Genim dysse sylfan wyrte leaf, 
syle etan festendum. c¢ 1220 Bestiary 126 [De neddre] 
fasted til his fel him slaked. c 1300 Havelok 865 Two days 
per fastinde he yede. ¢ 1340 Cursor M. 17345 (Trin.) Fro 
mete & drinke for to fast. c 1400 MaunpeEv. (1839) v. 58 
He [a camel] may well faste fro drynk 2 dayes or three. 
1606 Suaxs. Avt. § CZ. 1. vii. 108, I had rather fast from 
all, foure dayes then drinke so much in one. 1607 TorseLL 
Serpents (1608) 780 She must either quench her thirst with 
that, or fast. 1657 W. Ranp tr. Gassendi’s Life of Peiresc 
ii. 220 If he should fast all day from eating and drinking. 
1671 Mitton P. RK. u. 284 Fasting he went to sleep, and 
fasting wak’d. 1796 Mrs. GiassE Cookery xv. 265 Drink 
half a pint in the morning fasting. 1855 Mirman Lad, Chr, 
(1864) II. mm. vi. go The monk..was enjoined to fast rather 
than partake of food abroad. ; * 

transf. 1825 Lp. Brerners Frozss. 1. cci. [cxcvil.] 615 
The doughter of Fraunce. .this fae or syxe yere. ,shall nat 
be able to kepe hym company.. he hath answered .. that.. 
thoughe he faste a season, he shall take it well a worth. 
1611 SHaxs, Wint. T. 1. iv. 612 Not a counterfeit Stone, 
not a Ribbon..to keepe my Pack from fasting. 

b. Irish Antig. 70 fast against, upon (a person) : 
said with reference to the custom of sitting without 
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food or drink at the door of a debtor, or any person 
who refused to satisfy some lawful demand. 

1865 Hancock tr. Sexchus Mor. 1. 115, I deem it right 
that they be fasted upon before distress shall be taken from 
them. 1873 W. K. Suttivan O'Curry'’s Anc. Irish I. 
Introd. 283 Where the defendant was a Rg, the plaintiff 
was obliged to ‘fast’ upon him..before he made his 
distress, 1887 W. Sroxes tr. Tripartite Life St. Patrick 
I. 219 Patrick. .went to the king..And fasted against him, 

Cc. quasi-zrams. in various nonce-uses, 

1596 SHAKS, Tam, Shr. 1. i. 109 Their loue is not so great... 
but we may blow our nails together, And fast it fairely 
out. 1668 ETHEREDGE She would if she could ww. ii, Thou 
shoud’st fast thyself up to a Stomach now and then, 

+3. trans. To pass (time) fasting; to keep or 
observe (a day, etc.) as a time of abstinence. 
Also, To fast out. Obs. 

c 1275 Passion of our Lord 30 in O. E. Misc. 38 Po he 
hedde heom [fourty dawes] yuast po luste hym ete. a@ 1300 
Cursor M. 6558 (Cott.) Haf yee pe dais al fasten vte bat i 
bad ari me went? c¢ 1340 Thid. r2g2t (Fairf.) ‘il he haue 
fasted his lentyn-tide. 1553 Brecon Religues of Rome 
(1563) 168 Telesphorus..appoynted firste of all, Lente to be 
fasted. @ 168x Wuarton, /asts § Fest. Wks. (1683) 30 
The Ember Weeks..are four..and anciently Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday, in each Fasted. 

Fast and (+ or) loose. 

a. An old cheating game (see quot. 1847). 

1578 WHETSTONE Promos § Cass. 1. 11. v. At fast or loose, 
with my Giptian, I meane to hauea cast. 1621 B. Jonson 
Gipsies Metamorph. Song i, Leave pig by and goose, And 
play fast and loose. 1678 Butter Hud. ut, ii. 392 Had 
fore’d his Neck into a Nooze, To shew his play at Fast and 
Loose. 1847 HatiiweELL, /ast-and-loose, a cheating game 
played with a stick and a belt or string, so arranged that 
a spectator would think he could make the latter fast by 
placing a stick through its intricate folds, whereas the 
operator could detach it at once. 

b. jig. To play (at) fast and loose: to ignore at 
one moment obligations which one acknowledges 
at another; to be ‘slippery’ or inconstant. 

1587 Tottel’s Misc. (Arb.) 157 [Title of Epigram] Of a new 
maried studient that plaied fast or loose. 1595 SHAKs, 
Fohn mt. i. 242 Play fast and loose with faith. 1630 
R. Fohnson's Kingd. § Commiw. 369 The French playing 
fast and loose with their Salick Law. 1712 STEELE Sect. 
No 320 P 1 A little.. playing fast and loose, between Love 
and Indifference. 1829 Westm. Rev. X. 185 Doctrines.. 
which play at fast and loose with truth and falsehood. 1860 
Tuacxeray Lovel the Wid. vi. (1869) 252 She had played 
fast and loose with me. 

c. Hence, shiftiness, inconstancy. 

1648 Mitton Zenure Kings Wks. 1738 I. 319 The fast 
and loose of our prevaricating Divines. 1692 BrenTLEy 
Boyle Lect. 217 An eternal vicissitude of fast and loose. 

attrib, 1853 MotLtey Dutch Ref. vi. iii. (1866) 821 The 
English Queen..had..almost distracted the provinces by 
her fast-and-loose policy. 

Fast-day. [f Fasr sd.1+Day; cf. fasten-day 
s.v. Fasten 5b.] A day to be observed as a fast. 

In some New England States sfec. the day appointed 

every spring by the governor for fasting. Sacramental 
Jast-day (Scotland): a fast observed on one day in the week 
preceding the yearly or half-yearly Communion Sunday; 
until about 1886 business was generally suspended on these 
days as on Sundays. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M,. 27210 (Fairf.) In halitide or fast-day. 
1643 in Clarendon Hist. Red. (1704) Il. 289 Stir them up, 
the next Fast-day to the chearful taking of it. 1724 
R. Fatconer Voy. (1769) 232 It was some Fast-day with 
them. 1841 Trencn Parables xxix. (1864) 479 Moses 
appointed but one fast-day in the year. 

attrib, 1866 LoweLL Commencement Dinner Poems 1890 
IV. 256 A Fast Day discourse. 

Fasted (fa'stéd), af. a. [f. Fast v.2+-Ep 1.] 
That has gone without food: said of animals. 
Only in Fasted weight: the weight of an animal in 
a fasting condition. 

1852 Yrnl. R. Agric. Soc. XIII. 1. 192 The fasted live 
weight. 18s5 /ééd. XVI. 1.64 The proportion of dead or 
carcass weight, calculated both to the un-fasted and the 
fasted live-weight, are given. 

+ Fa‘sten, sb. Obs. exc. in Comb. Fastrn’s- 
EEN, Fasten TurspDay, dial. Forms: 1-2 feesten 
feestan, (Vorthumb. festern), 1-3 festen, vesten, 
3 fasten, fastin, (fastim), 4- (see FASTEN’S EEN). 
(OE. feszen str. neut. :—OTeut. type */astunjo-m, 
f. *fast-éjan to Fast. Similar but not exactly 
equivalent derivatives are OS. fastunnza str. fem., 
Goth. fastubni str. neut. The ONorthumb. form 
Jestern (cf. éfern, wéstern =WS. #fen, wésten) is 
the source of the Sc. fastryn, fastern, etc.: see 
FAstEn’s-EEN. | 

1. Fasting ; an act of fasting;=Fasr 56.1 1. 

¢ 825 Vesp. Psalter cviii. [cix.] 24 Cneow min zeuntrumad 
sind fore festenne. 971 Blickl. Hom. 37 Halgiab eower 
feesten & medeme lac bringab Drihtne. ¢ 1000 Ags. Gosp. 
Matt. xvii. 21 Soblice bis cynn ne byp ut-adryfen buton 
purh zebed and fexsten. ¢ 1175 Lamb. Hom. 37 Ne lipnie 
3e no al to eower festene 3if 3e majen eni oder god don, 
@ 1228 Ancr. R.138 Vesten, wecchen & odre swuche. . beod 
mine sacrefises, @ 1300 Cursor M. 28627 (Cotton Galba) 
Ogains pride praier may rise, fastin for flesli couatyse. 

2. =Fast sd.1 2. 

a 728, Laws Wihtred § 14 Gif mon his heowum in fasten 
fleesc zefe. c 1030 Byrhtferth's Handboc in Anglia VIII. 
311 Pet ymbren fastan byd on pissum monde. ¢ 1200 
Winteney Rule St. Benet (1888) 83 Pa bec synd to syllanne 
on anginne festenf[es], . fs 

8. Comd., as fasten-day, -tide, -time. 

a go00 Charter xxxvii, in O.E, Texts (1885) 444 Gif hit 
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ponne festendzg sie. @ 1035 Sec. Laws of Cnut § 47 Vfel 
bid pzet man riht feesten-tide er male ete. a@1225 Ancr. KR, 
318 Ich hit dude inne leinten, ine uestendawes, holidawes, 
@1300 Cursor M, 27210 (Cott.) Halitide or fastim dai. 
Ibid. 28464 (Cott.) Bath lenten tide and fasten day oft haue 
i broken gain my lay. 7d. 29071 (Cott.y Yee hele yur aun 
fastintide. /dzd, 29083 (Cott.) Pai held noght fastin time. 

Fasten (fa's’n), v. Forms: festnian, fest- 
nian, 3 south, vestu(ijen, Orm. fesstnenn, 3-4 
festnen, fastnen, festni, sowth. vestni, 3-6 
festne, festen, festin, 5 festyn, feston, 4-8 
fastne, 6 Sc. fessin, -ynn, fassinn, 4- fasten, 
Also with prefix 1-2 3e-, 2-4 fa, ¢. and ga. pple, 
i-, y-. [OE. festnzan = OFis. festna, OS, fastnin, 
OHG. fastinén, festinén (MUG. festenen, mod.G. 
Jestnen), to make firm, bind fast (cf. also ON, 
Jastna to pledge, betroth, Da. fas¢ze to consolidate, 
Sw. fastna intr. to stick fast) :—OTeut. *fastindjan, 
f. */ast-u- Fast a. See -Ew 5.] 

To make fast (cf. senses of the adj.). 

+1. zvans. To make firm or stable; to establish, 
settle, confirm. Zo fasten the feet: to give or 
obtain sure foothold. Ods. 

a1175 Cott. Hom. 221 Pa 3efestnede se zlmihti god pa 
nigen angle werod. c1200 77ix. Coll. Hom..57 Pe holie 
man is ned pat he [?zzsert bie] festned on his holinesse. 
@1225 Leg. Kath, 2011 To festnin ham in treowe bileaue. 
at1300 £. E, Psalter xcii{i]. 1 He festned werld of erthe al. 
13.. £. E, Allit, P. C. 273 per he [Ionas] festnes be fete. 
c 1340 Cursor M, 27898 (Fairf.) Alle pat euer festenis witte 
drunkenis scailis hit. a@1400 Prymer (1891) 38 So in syon 

was fastned. 1535 CoverpaLe Song Sol, viii. 8 Yf she 

@ a tower, we shal festen her with bordes of Cedre tre. 
— Ecclus. x\. 25 Golde and syluer fasten the fete [Vulg. est 
constitutio pedum]. a 1569 KincesmyLL Comf. Affict. 
(1585) F iv, The faithful are fastened and confirmed therein 
most unfaignedly. 1643 Platz English 22 Men walking 
among Quagmires, know not where to fasten a foot. 

+b. To make sure, confirm, ratify (an agree- 
ment). Ods. 

@ 900 Charter xii. in O. E, Texts 448 Ic abba zeroefa Sis 
write & festnie mid kristes rodetacne. a@ 1000 Byrhtnoth 
35 (Gr.) We willad wid pam golde grid feestnian. a 1175 
Cott. Hom. 219 Pa pe hi alle hafeden pisne red betwuxe 
ham 3efestnod. c 1205 Lay. 29061 3if hit pi wille weore.. 
pas spechen uestnien. a@x1225 Azcr. R. 62 Ich habbe 
ivestned, seid Job, foreward mid min eien. 13.. 2. £. 
Allit. P. B. 327 Bot my forwarde with pe I festen on pis wyse. 
1382 Wycuir Yer. xxxv. 16 Fastneden therfore the sonus 
of Jonadab [Vulg. Firmauerunt igitur elit Tonadab), sone 
of Recab, the heste of their fader, c 1425 Wyntoun Crom. 
VI. xii. 80 In-to pat place, Quhare festnya all pare Cownandis 
was. 1553 IT. Witson (/et. (1580) 4 Matrimonie, whiche 
the creatour of all thynges did. .fasten and make holy. 

+2. To make firm or solid; to strengthen, 
harden. Ods. 

c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 52 Pis medicyn fastneb pe 
place & defendip him fro putrefaccions. c1440 Grraldus’ 
Hist. Trel. (E, E. T. S.) 22 Lasers to clense, paralys to 
festnen, y-dropesie..to helen. ¢1440 Secrees, Prose Version 
(E. E. T. S.) 149 Mete and drynke pat he was costomed to 
byfore norisshed by, & pat has festnyd his substance. 1577 
B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb, 1. (1856) 106 The force of the 
aire in Winter doth fasten and make sounde the Trees, 

+b. zztr. To become firm ; to ‘set’. Ods. 

1660 England's Monarchy Freest State in World 7 How 
is it probable. .that any Government. .can ever subsist and 
fasten, without an exorbitant and all-devouring power. .to 
uphold. .it. 1726 Lront tr. A lberti’s Archit. 1.36 b, Buildings 
..are taken with the Frost..before ever they have fasten’d, 
1730 A. Gorpon Maffei's Amphith. 285 The rough part of 
them fastens very well with Mortar, 

+c. trans. To fortify. Obs. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 11. 109 Edward pe Eldere 
fastened a castel at the Mamcestre in Norpumberlond. 

+3. To make fast (in fetters) ; to set fast, render 


unable to move. Obs. 

ax000 Andreas 49 (Gr.) Hie pam halgan per handa 
zebundon and festnodon. a1300 Z, £, Psalter \xviii. 3 
[Ixix. 2], I am festened in slime depe. 1632 Litucow 7vav, 
v. 223 Such. .deep carouses of wine that both hee and I were 
almost fastned in the last plunge of understanding. 

b. zntr. To become fast or unable to move. 

1742 Younc Wt. Th. vi. 397 We leap at stars, and fasten 
in the mud. 1853 KAne Grinnell Exp. x, (1856) 71 We 
fastened in the ice. 

4. trans. To make fast to something else; to attach, 
more or less securely, bya tie or bond of any kind. 
Const. 40, occas. on, upon; also with advbs. on, 
together, up. Formerly often, now rarely, with 
immaterial object. 

¢ 1175 Lamb, Hom, 121 Mid irenen neilen he wes on pere 
rode ifestned. c1200 Vices § Virtues (1888) 95 To hire 
bied ifastned alle de raftres of de hali mihtes. @ 1225 
St. Marher. 19 Festne wid fulht mi sawle to be seoluen. 1340 
Ayenb, 221 Hy byeb y-uestned to-gidere be spoushod. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P.R. Ww. iii. (1495)82 Moysture. .fastnyth 
the partyes togider. c 3400 Destr. Troy 2849 Pai. .festonit 
the flete. c 1480 Mirour Saluacioun 3498 Hevenly thinges 
and erthly hym liked eft festyn to gidere. 1483 Act 
1 Rich. ITI, c. 8 Preamb., Dyers..upon the Lists of the 
same Clothes festen and sowe great Risshes. 1552 App. 
Hamitton Catech. (1884) 77 Samekil is the lufe of God & 
our nychbour fessinit and linkit togiddir. 1590 Suaxs. 
Com. Err. 1. i. 86 My wife and I, Fastned our selues at 
eyther end the mast. 1662 J. Davies tr. Mandedslo's Trav. 
E. Ind. 10 To fasten and cement them together. 1696 Co/. 
Rec. Pennsylv. 1. 497 Men that are fastned to the Country 
by visible estates. 1759 tr. Adanson’s Voy. Senegal 74 
When they saw it [my hair], really fastened to my head. 
1796 JANE AusTEN Pride & Prej. (1885) II. v. 185 The 
Cnee arrived, the trunks were fastened on, 1837 aa 
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Pickw. iv, Fastened up behind the barouche was a hamper. 
1840 FE. Howarp Yack Ashore III. xv, He consented to 
be again fastened up, but he walked about as much 
as the limits of his chain would permit. 1849 JAMES 
Woodman vii, The visitor proceeded to fasten his horse to 
a large iron hook, 1852 Mot.ey Corr, (1889) I. v. 137 The 
canvas..had been fastened on a pole. 

b. adsol. or intr. To make one’s boat fast. In 
whale-fishing : Zo fasten to (see quot. 1820); also 
in zudtrect pass. 

1700 S. L, tr. C. Fryke'’s Voy. E. Ind.207 As soon as we 
could come to fasten by her [the Ship’s] side, 1820 ScorEessy 
Acc. Arctic Reg. 11. 534 Each boat ‘fastens to’, or strikes a 
distinct fish. 1839 T. BEALE Sperm Whale 46 ‘ Fastened 
to’..means, when a harpoon with a line attached is fixed in 
his body. Zid. 165 The two boats that have not yet 
‘fastened ’..give chase. 

5. a. To bind (a servant, an apprentice) by a 
contract or agreement (dza/.) ; cf. fastening penny. 
+b. To join in a contract w7th (obs.). 

1362 Lanai. P. PZ. A. ut. 51 In Mariage..To beo fastnet 
with fals. 1425 Sc. Acts, 1s¢ Parl. Yas. [ c. 20 Pe schiref 
sall assigne xl dais to sic ydil men to get baim masteris, 
or to festyn paim to leful craftes. 1632 Lirucow 7raz. 
vill. 353, I fastned Iohn Browne with him to accompany 
his returne. JZod. (Sheffield) He’s a sort of a prentice, but 
he’s not fastened. 


6. To attach together the parts of (a fabric or 


structure). Ods. exc. aut. 

1562 TuRNER Baths 16a, They that are. .not well fastened 
together, ought not to tarye so long in the bath. 1609 
Skene Reg, Maz., Chalmerlan Air c. 27 § 2 They festen 
and bindes them not with lether or glew. 1646 Sir T. 

3ROWNE Pseud. Ep. u. iii. 71 ‘Their ships are fastened not 
with Iron but wood. 1860 Merc. Marine Mag. VUI. 284 
A ship fastened with yellow metal. 

7. To make fast, secure (a tie, band); to secure 
(an article of dress), e.g. with a clasp, pins, buttons, 
etc. Also, with pregnant sense, Zo fasten (a person) 
7 a garment. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 1728 (Cott.) [Noe] he self festnid bath 
band and lace. ¢ 1350 W7ll. Palerne 1720 Sche..festened 
hire in pat fel wip ful god ponges. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's 
Africa ii. 24 The corners of which mantle are. .fastened 
about their shoulders. 1696 tr. Dw Mont’s Voy. Levant 
130 Breeches fasten’d with Buttons. 1727 Dr For //7st. 
Appar. iv. (1840) 31 No chain can bind him, but the chains 
fastened on him by Heaven. 1767 J. Byron Voy. round 
World 5x Skins. .fastened about their necks by a thong. 

b. Zo fasten off (a thread): to fix with a knot 
or extra stitches. 

1893 Ws. Leach's Fancy-work Basket May 146/2 Run 
ribbon through holes. .and fasten it off at wrist with neat bow. 

8. To make fast (a door, etc.) with a latch, bolt, 
etc., or (an envelope, etc.) with a seal. Hence, 
to fasten (a person or animal) 272 or ot. 

1749 FirLpinc Tone Fones vu. vi, I will fasten the door. 
1764 Lioyp Rhyme 153 Colts..Clapt up and fasten’d in the 
pound. 1797 Mrs. Rancuirre /¢adian xii, I have not caused 
this gate to be fastened, 1801 Sournry 7/alaba 1x. xxii, 
Her ears are closed with wax, And her prest finger fastens 
them, 1819 Byron iam 1. cxxxvi, The door was fastened. 
1833 Hr. Martineau Jade of Tyne vi. 103 The lattice was 
not quite fastened, 1860 Tynpatt Glac, I. xxvii. 216 The 
rooms were swept..the shutters fastened. 1868 ATKINSON 
Cleveland Gloss., To fasten out, to turn the Moor-sheep to 
the moor for the season, excluding them for good from the 
enclosed land. 

+9. To close (the hands, tecth) with a grip. Zo 
fasten hold: to take hold firmly. Oés. 

1530 Lynpesay Jest. Papyngo 354 Fassinnyng 3o0ur fingaris 
faste. 1585 T. WasuinctTon tr. WVicholay’s Voy. Turkie ww. 
xxx. 153 To the end their adversaries should fasten the 
lesse hold upon them. 1596 SPENSER J. Q. v. iv. 15 This 
threasure..well I proue..'o be this maides with whom I 
fastned hand. 1599 MinsuEeu Dial. Sp. §& Eng. (1623) 51 
Two hands fastned together, alwaies hath beene a token 
of friendship. 1607 TorsEL, Serfents (1653) 750 When it 
once biteth and fasteneth teeth, it never letteth go. 

10. To fix or hold securely in position ; to make 
fast (what is loose). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 8223 (Cott.) Bot bat pa wandis ban had 
rote, pat festind ware in erde sua fast. ¢ 1400 AZod. Loll. 
86 Festining it wib irne bat it fal not. c 1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 156 For to fastne pe schuldre pis boon rostral is 
putt in maner of a wegge. c 1440 Gesta Rom. i. x (Harl. 
MS.) Pis nigromancien..fastenyd it [ymage] in be wall 
afore him. 1578 Lyte Dodoens u. Ixxxv. 264 Axen of 
Rosemarie burnte, doth fasten loose teeth. 1662 J. Davies 
Voy. Ambass. 24 A great Cross, fasten’d in a great piece of 
timber. 1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 223 Pitch the other 
sides to be Turned flat carefully against the Hole. .fastning 
them with Wax. 182r SHELLEY Boat on Serchio Poems 
(1891) 586/2 Sit at the helm—fasten this sheet. 

b. with immaterial object ; also with zzf as ob. 
¢12z00 Ormin Ded. 219 He wollde fesstnenn swa Sob 
trowwpe i be33re brestess. dzd. 2441 Icc hafe fesstnedd i 
min pohht To libbenn i cleennesse. 1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. 
xu. 9 Freres wollen .. fastne pe in here fraternite. c1430 
Hymns Virg. (1867) 26 Fastne bere in pee my pou3t. 1513 
More Rich. J/I, Wks. 45/1 Suche euyll oppinyon once 
fastened in mennes heartes. x6x1x SHaks. Wint. 7.1. iii. 
15 He.. Fasten’d, and fix'd the shame on’t in himselfe. 
1683 Peunsylv. Archives I. 74 Time will..fasten things as 
they are and should be. 1818 Cruise Digest 481 When 
once a trust is sufficiently created, it will fasten itself upon 
the estate. 
ce. To fasten down: to fix (a thing) so as to 
prevent its rising ; /zg. to fix definitely. 

173t Mevtey Kolben’s Cape of G. Hope 1. 68, Thave.. 
rescued the character of the Hottentots from the brutish 
stupidity to which it has been fastened down by all the 
authors, 1876 GLapsToNE in Contemp. Rev. June 12 To 
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fasten down its sense, the affix ‘Evangelical’ may suffice. 
Mod.” The lid of the box is fastened down. 
+d. intr. To take hold; to attach oneself; to 


make one’s abode. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 1429 Of a sparke unaspied ..May 
feston vp fyre. 1890 SrenserR J, Q. 1. ii, 26 The Damzell 
well did vew his Personage And liked well, ne further 
fastned not, But went her way. 1625 Frercuer & SHIRLEY 
Nt.-Watker 1.i, Avery pretty girlshe was. . But he was too 
wise to fasten. @1687 R. Lovepay Let#t. (1663) 258 We are 
here in London, where I think we shall fasten for most part 
of this ensuing Summer. 1742 Younc N#, 7h, iii. 531 We 
..Spring from our fetters; fasten in the skies, 

+11. ¢vans. To deliver effectively (a blow) ; to 
imprint (a kiss). Const. 07. Obs. 

c1s00 Lancelot 850 Strokis festnit in the shelde. 1531 
Exryor Gov. 1. xvi, Or he coulde fasten on the other any 
violent stroke, 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage wv. Vii. (1614) 370 
A mutuall kisse.. is fastened on the cheeke. 1632 J. Hay- 
warp tr. Bioudi’s Eromena 170 Wee could never come once 
to fasten a blow on him. 1633 T. Starrorp Pac. 7b. 11. 
xxiii. 243 I could never fasten a salley yet upon him, but 
with losse to myselfe, 1697 DrypEn Virgil Ded. Ej, Cou'd 
he fasten a blow. .when not suffer’d to approach. 

12. In various fig. applications of senses 4, 7, 10: 
To fix (something) zor (a person, etc.). 

a. To direct (feelings, thoughts, attention, etc.) 


intently or keenly towards. 

a1400 Prymer (1891) 53 Y schal fastne myn eyen op on pe. 
c 1450 MWirour Saluacioun 793 Hire hert vpwards on heven 
was festined nyght & day. 1568 E. Titney Disc. Mariage 
B vj, If she once fasten hir eyes on a nother, he shall enjoy 
hir. 1603 SHAKS. pee M. 1. i, 203 Fasten your eare 
on my aduisings. 1611 Biste Lvke iv. 20 ‘The eyes of all 
..were fastened on him. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 320 
To that man whose heart is fastned upon thee. 1840 
Dickens Old C. Shop x\i, The attention of the sly little fiend 
was fastened uponthem. 1850 HawtHorneE Scavdet L. Introd. 
(1883) 50 My eyes fastened themselves upon the old scarlet 
letter. 1885 Manch. Exam.1o0 July 572 A madman armed 
with a knife, upon whom a steady eye must be fastened. 

b. To fix (a nickname, imputation, etc.) oz 
a person; to impute or attach to. 

1615 StepHens Satyr. Ess. (ed. 2) 38 Thinke how little 
paines Doth fasten credit upon lucky straines, 1638 
Wirkins New World ii. (1707) 20 Some of the Ancients 
have fasten’d strange Absurdities upon the Words of the 
Scripture. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. 1. v. (1673) 12 To form 
and fasten this charge upon them. 7d. 11. v. (1673) 368 
The story.. fastened upon Philip the Emperor. «a 1674 
Crarenpon Srv. Leviath, (1676) 304 He hath not been 
able .. to fasten the least reproch upon them. 1722 SEWEL 
Hist. Quakers (1795) I. Pref. 18 To fasten doctrines upon 
them which they never approved. 1855 Macautay //7st¢. 
Eng. III, 310 ‘Those very Londoners .. now fastened on 
the prince. .the nickname of Butcher. 

+e. To induce acceptance of (a gift, etc.); to 
propose (a health). Odés. 

1604 SuHaks. O//. 11. iii. 50 If I can fasten but one Cup 
vpon him. 1615 StepHens Satyr, Ess. (ed. 2) 256 If you 
fasten a guift upon him, his thankes bee liberall. 1632 
Litrucow 7yav. x, 431, I neuer saw one. .to pledge or pre- 
sent his Maiesties health ; but as many other healths as you 
list; they will both fasten, and receiue from you, 1673 
Ray Yourn. Low C. 435 We could scarce fasten any mony 
upon them. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 354, 1 did not know 
how to fasten a Present upon Mr. Ratcliff. 

d. To impose (something unwelcome) on a 
person. Now chiefly in 70 fasten a quarrel upon: 
to drag into a quarrel against his inclination. 

1663 Drypven W7/d Gallant u. i, He.. could never fasten 
a quarrel upon you. 1682 Lxg. Elect. Sheriffs 8 En- 
deavouring ..to fasten such a Sheriff upon them. 1718 
Freethinker No. 41. 294 Divert her Malice by fastening 
a new Spark upon her. 1797 Gopwin Luguzrer 1. vi. 36 
No practice .. fastened upon us by decrees and penal- 
ties. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. II1. 325 The.. Mac- 
donalds. .fastened a succession of quarrels on the people of 
Inverness, 1861 Hucues Zom Brown at Oxf. v. (1889) 36 
He..had fastened himself upon him, 

18. intr. Zo fasten on, upon: +a. to obtain a 
firm hold upon, become fixed on (ods.); b. to 
seize on, lay hold of; to single out for attack or 
censure ; to avail oneself eagerly of (a pretext, etc.). 

@ 1225 Leg. Kath, 1180 O godd..ne mei nan uuel 
festnin. ¢1230 Hali Meid. 15 Pe fiends arrow .. ne wunded 
be nawt bute hit festni ope. 1513 More in Grafton Chyon. 
II. 783 No colour could fasten upon these matters. 1590 
Suaks, Com. Err. 11. il. 175, I will fasten on this sleeve of 
thine. 1607 RowLanps /amous Hist. 48 Experience 
often hath.. taught, that when advantage I do see, To 
faster¥on occasion and begin. 1647 N. Bacon Dise. Govt. 
Eng. 1. xl. (1739) 60 Yet could not that custom fasten upon 
the Saxons, 1662 J. Davies Voy. Ambass. 57 They break 
down the houses adjoyning .. that it [fire] may not fasten 
on other more solid structures, 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 
230 An English Mastiff..had the Impudence to fasten upon 
my Rival by the Arm. 1844 TuirLwati Greece VIII. 389 
The senate .. viewed Perseus as a prey, on which it resolved 
to fasten. 1844 Stantey Arnold (1858) I. ii. 25 One object 
on which our .. imaginations may fasten. 1847 L. Hunr 
Men, Women, § Books 1, 1. 20 He is fastened upon by the 
man with the bundle. 1855 Morttry Dutch Rep. i. vii. 
(1866) 282 The whole mob. .fastened upon the company of 
marble martyrs. 1875 Jowrrr P/a/o (ed. 2) LV. 285 Sickness 
- has fastened upon him, 


Fastened (fa's’nd), Af/. a. [f. prec. +-ED1.] 

+1. Settled, confirmed. Obs. 

1596 Spenser Hymns, Heav. Beaut. 289 They.. in their 
fastened mynd All happie ioy and full contentment fynd. 
1605 Suaks. Lear u. i. 79 O strange and fastned Villaine. 

+2, Rendered firm in consistency. Ods. 

1625 Hart Anat. Ur, 1. ii. 23 The which [excrement] 
being. .somewhat fastened or stiffe, 
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8. Fixed or bolted together. In comd., as copper-, 


ivon-fastened (see the sbs.). 

1803 R. Perina in Naval Chron. XV. 60 Iron-fastened 
ships. 1860 Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 284 The copper- 
fastened vessel will obtain the best rate. 

Fastener (fa's'no1). [f. as prec. + -ER’.] 

1. One who fastens or makes fast. 

1758 in JoHNSON. 1798 JANE Austen Northang. Abb. 
(1838) II. vii. 142 The possibility of the door's having been 
at first unlocked, and she herself its fastener, - 

2. That which serves to fasten anything. 

1792, Mary Wottstonecr. Rights Wom. iv. 151 Indi- 
viduality of character, the only fastener of the affections. 
1874 W. Crookes Dyeing § Calico-printing 323 The modi- 
fied Gallipoli oil acts. .as fastener of the red lake. 1884 Bzv7, 
Weekly Post 15 Nov. 3/7 The fastener {of a trap-door] was 
not properly adjusted. 1892 Law Times’ Ref. LUXVII. 163/12 
Small hooks or fasteners on the metal busks of the corsets. 

+ 3. One who fastens oz something. Ods. 

1628 Earte Microcosm., Plain country Fellow (Arb.) 49 
He isa terrible fastner on a piece of Beefe. 

+4. slang. A warrant for arrest. Ods. 

axjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fastner, c. a Warrant. 
1785 in Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue. 

Fastening (fa's’nin), vd/. 5b. [f. as prec. + 
-ING !.] 

1. The action of the vb. FASTEN in various senses, 

a1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. 8 Matrymoyne 
..es lawefull festynnynge be-twyx manand woman. 1605 
Timme Quersi#. m1. 192 Of all fastnings or closing up of 
glasses. .theseale of Hermes is most noble. 1691 ‘T. H[a.r] 
Acc. New Invent. 24 Firm and unwasted as at their first 
fastening, 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 244 The fastening 
of the circle of stones .. upon their respective cubes. 1850 
W.B. Crarxe Wreck Favorite 33 There is no fastening of 
the shaft or stock into the socket. 

b. attrib. Fastening penny (dial.) : a small sum 
of money paid on hiring a servant, to secure the 
agreement. Cf. FASTEN z. 5. 

1872 Gentl. Mag. Nov. 578 A bargain was struck, and con- 
sidered thoroughly binding by the acceptance on the part 
of the servant of what was called ‘ the fastening penny’. 

+ 2. The condition of being fastened; a. of being 
set on a firm basis. b. /7 fastening =in prison. 

a@1340 Hampote Psalter 502 Thorgh whaim obere ere 
broght til stabilnes & festyngynge. 1375 Barsour Bruce 
xv. 309 He [Iohn of Lorn] wes lang tyme in festnyng. 

3. concr. That which fastens or makes secure ; 
that which connects one person or thing with 
another, or secures (a person or thing) in position ; 
++ that which confirms or establishes. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 67 Pos ilke bode wisliche bing of 
odre is ful festning. a 1340 HampoLe Psalter xviili]. 1 Lord 
my festynynge. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. cxlvii. 126 The 
chirch dores were shytte with keyes and with other fastn- 
ynge. 16xr Brste Aad, ii. 11 The stone shall crie out of 
the wall, and the beame [7a2g. note fastening] out of the 
timber shall answere it. 1769 Public Advertiser 18 May 
3/4 Brass Sash Fastenings. 1850 Prescorr Perv II. 340 
Pizarro, unable .. to adjust the fastenings of his cuirass, 
threw it away. 1869 C, Gipson 2. Gray v, Crummie was 
not likely to break from her fastenings. 1885 Law Reports 
15 Q. Bench Div. 316 A bar .. was kept in its position by 
means of a fastening. 

Jig. 1633 G. Hersert Temple, Confession iv, Smooth open 
hearts no fastning have. 


Fa‘stening, #//. a. [f. as prec. + -1NG?.] 
That fastens, in various senses of the vb. 

1621 S. Warp Hafppin. Practice (1627) 1 The fastening 
Nayle of the chiefe Master of the Assemblies. 1821 Byron 
Cain 1. i, In his eye There is a fastening attraction. 
1828-40 TytLer Hist. Scot. (1864) 11. 221 His tent .. was 
of silk; the fastening chains were richly gilt. 1865 Swin- 
BURNE Alfalauta 970, I shall have ..no face of children 
born Or feeding lips upon me or fastening eyes For ever. 


Fastenment (fa‘snment). da/. [f. as prec. 
+-MENT.] A fastening of any kind. 

1877 Auctioneer's Catal. (Church Stretton) Door-fasten- 
ments. 1879 Miss Jackson Shvopsh. Word-bk., ‘Put a 
fas’nment o’ the brew-’us door,’ 

Fastens. Also 7 fastins. [short for next.] 

1616 Chron. Snathense in Frul. Statist. Soc. XX1. 413 
To be paid betwixt Candlemas and Ffastins, 1876 J7/id- 
Yorksh. Gloss., Fastens, Shrovetide. 

Fastens-een, -eve, -even. Sc. and 207th. 
dial. Also 4 fast(e)ryn(gs-, 5-6 fasteringis-, 6 
fasterns-, -trin-, -tron-, 8 fasten-, 8-9 fast- 
ing(s-, 9 fasterns-. [f. OE. /esteves, gen. of fusten 
Fasten 5b.+ Even or Evr.] The eve of or day 
before the fast (of Lent); Shrove-Tuesday. 

1375 Barsour Lruce x. 372 On the fasteryn evyn rycht 
In the begynning of the nycht. 1496 La. Treas. Accts. 
Scot. (1877) I. 319 The vij day of Februare was Fasteringis 
evin. 1565 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 35 
Fasten's eve or Shrovetide. 1674-91 Ray WV. C,. Words, 
Fastens-Hen or Even, ¢ 1750 * oLLieR (Tim Bobbin) 
Lanc. Dialect Wks. (1862) 68 Feersuns een, on it matter’t 
naw mitch. 1780 M. Lonspate 7h’ Ufshot ii. in Follie’s 
Sketch of Cumberland Manners (1811) 5 An upshot lang 
an’ sair To keep up fassen’s-even. 1785 Burns Ef. to J. 
Lapraik 7 On fasten-een we had a rockin. 1834 H. Miter 
Scenes § Leg. xxviii. (1857) 416 On Fasten’s-eve, — the 
Schoolmaster . . would call on the boys to divide, and choose 
for themselves ‘ Head-stocks’, 

Fasten(s)-Tuesday. Also 9 da/. fassans, 
-ens. [see prec.] =prec. 

1585 Nottingham Rec. (1889) 1V. 211 Betwene thys and 
Fastens Tuysdaye nexte cummyng. 1858 C. B. Ropinson 
Frul, Statist. Soc. XX1. 413 Shrove Tuesday being called 
Fastins Tuesday, 1877 Holderness Gloss., Fassans-tuesda, 
Shrove Tuesday. 


FASTER. 


Faster (fa'stor), Also 5 fastare. [f. Fast v. 
+-ER1.] One who fasts or abstains from food. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 27684 (Cott.) [Pis] man es gret faster. 
c1440 Pronp. Parv. 151/1 Fastare, sesyunator, sejunatrix. 
a1450 Kut. de la Tour 13 \tis a blessed thinge to faste, for 
the more harme it doth the faster, the more is the merit. 
1560 Brecon 7veat. Masting 79 b, A certayne monke.. 
was counted the greatest and deuoutest faster in all those 
quaters, 1662 Gunninc Lent Fast 199 Such fasters I 
cannot better resemble, then to the ancient blood-thirsty 
Tyrants. 1712 Swirr Frud. Stella 16 Jan., This being fast 
day, Dr. Freind and I went into the city to dine late, like 
good fasters. 1807 Mitner Martyrs 1. ii. 58 2ofe, A man 
.. of a strict life and a great faster. 1880 Daily News 
27 July 5/5 The faster’s condition physically during the day 


was remarkably encouraging. 
[f. Fast 5d.4+ ME. gong, 


+ Fast-gong. 00s. 
act of going, see GANG.] Shrove-Tuesday; = 
Fastincone. Also attri. in fastgong-tide (spelt 
after Norfolk pronunciation fasge¢ntide), Shrove- 
tide. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 151/1 Fast gonge, or schroffetyde, 
or gowtyde, carnifrivium. 1674-81 Biounr Glossogr., 
Fasguntide or Fastingtide, Shrovetide, so called in Norfolk, 
being the time when the Fast of Lent begins. 


|| Fasti (foestoi). [Lat. fasiz, pl. of fastus (dies) 
a ‘lawful’ day, a day on which the courts sat: 
hence as under. ] 

a. Rom. Ant. A calendar or calendars, indicat- 
ing the lawful days for legal business, and also the 
festivals, games, anniversaries of historical events, 
ete., connected with each day of the year. Con- 
siélar fasti (L. fastt consulares): the register of the 
events occurring during the official year of a pair 
of consuls ; the series of such registers. b. ¢vaves/. 
A chronological register of events; annals, chrono- 
logical tables or lists of office-holders. 

1611 B. Jonson Cafiline v. iv, Let it [this day] be 
added to our Fasti. 1670 Hacker Ads. Williams 
1. § 26 (1693) 20 Like Consuls that acted nothing, and were 
useful for nothing but to have the Fasti known by their 
Names. 1691 Woop (¢i¢/e), Athenze Oxonienses ..To which 
are added the Fasti or Annals, of the said University. 1734 
E. Corsini (¢z¢Ze), Fasti of the Archons of Athens. 1786 
Han. More /lorio 967 Still, in Life’s Fasti, you presume 
Eternal holidays will come. 1814 diz. Rev. XXIV. 245 
A country [the U. S.]..whose fasti are consecrated to record 
our cruelties and defeats. 1880 C, T. Newron A7t & 
Archzol. 15 Roman coins are not Fasti .. yet the labour of 
numismatists has made [them] almost the best authority for 
the chronology of the Roman empire. 


+ Fasti‘diate, v. Ods. rare. [f. L. fastidium 
(see next) +ATE.] ¢vans. To feel a disgust for, 


loathe. 

1618 Sir S. D’Ewes A xtobiog. I. (1845) vii. 106 Bury school 
..I began to fastidiate, and be weary of the sweet and 
happy life I there led. 


+Fastidie. Ods. rare. [a. OF. fastidze, ad. L. 
fastidium in same senses,] a. Pride, haughtiness. 


b. Scorn, disdain. 

1536 E. Harver in Ellis Orig. Lett. uu. 118 I. 77 My 
minde enclinith..to..give ope the worldly fastidie to them 
gut ambiunt honores. 1538 in Strype Ecc?. Mem. I. App. 
Ixxxili. 218 Which when it [the general council] shal 
take effect .. must needs make him great dishonor, great 
fastidie. 

+ Fastidiose, a. Obs.-° = FASTIDIOUS. 

1727-36 in Baitey. 1775 in Asu. 

Fastidio'sity. vare—.  [f. L. fastidios-us 
(see raretaen Aas -1ty.] Fastidiousness. (In 
quot. humorously pedantic.) 


1704 Swirr 7. Tub vy. (1750) 74 His epidemical Diseases 
being Fastidiosity, Amorphy and oscitation. 1775 in Asn. 

Fastidious (festidiss), a. [ad. L. fastidios-us, 
f. fastidium loathing: see -ous. Cf. Fr. fast- 
aieux. | 

+1. That creates disgust ; disagreeable, distaste- 
ful, unpleasant, wearisome. Ods. 

1531 ExyorGov.t. ix, That thinge for the whiche children 
be often tymes beaten ts to them. fastidious. 1582 Hester 
Secr. Phiorav, Wu. xxiii, 102 A fastidious Ulcer, 1630 
R. Johnson's Kingd. §& Commw. 193 A fastidious and 
irksome companion. @1677 Barrow Ser. Wisdom in 
Beauties of B, (1846) 9 Folly is. .fastidious to society. @ 1734 
Nortu Lives II. 399 His partner, whose usage was .. fas- 
tidious to him. : 

+2. a. That feels or is full of disgust ; disgusted. 

1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1312/t Hee hadde of 
theym so muche, that he was full thereof, fastidious and 
wery. 1678 CupwortH /7el/, Syst, 8x All desire of Change 
and Novelty, argues a Fastidious Satiety. 

+b. Full of pride; disdainful; scornful. Ods. 

1440 Foundation Barts Hosp. (E.E.T.S.) 15 A lament- 
able querell, expressynge .. whate fastidious owtbrekyngys 
hadde temptid hym, 1623-6 Cockrram, /astidious, dis- 
dainfull, proud. 1634 Sir T. Herserr Tvav, (1638) 189 
Regardlesse of the rodomantadoes of the fastidious Pagan, 
1631 B. Jonson New Jun, Ode 7 Their fastidious vaine 
Commission of the braine. 1744 Younc Might Thoughts 
vi. 551 Proud youth ! fastidious of the lower world. 1791 
Boswett Yohnson (1816) Il. 277 (an. 1773) We see the 
Rambler with fastidious smile Mark the lone tree. 1796 C. 
MarsHati Garden. xxii. (1813) 447 ‘Those who have much 
practical skill. .slight what is written upon subjects of their 
profession, which is a fastidious temper. ; 

+e. ¢ransf. Of things: ‘Proud’, magnificent. 

1638 Sir T. Herserr 7vav. 62 One of them [Courts] 
fastidious in foure hundred porphirian pillars. /é/d. 102 
Temples of Idolatry .. once lofty in fastidious Turrets. 
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3. Easily disgusted, squeamish, over-nice; diffi- 
cult to please with regard to matters of taste or 
propriety. 

1612-5 Br. Hart Contempl., O. T. xix. x, A fastidious 
choice of the best commodities. 1647 Warp Simp. Cobler 
77, Lhold him prudent, that in these fastidious times, will 
helpe disedged appetites with convenient condiments. 
1691 Ray Creation Pref. (1704) 7 Fastidious Readers. 
1784 Cowper Yask 1. 513 The weary sight, Too well 
acquainted with their smiles, slides off Fastidious. 1848 
Macautay fist, Eng. 11. 266 People whom the habit of 
seeing magnificent buildings..had made fastidious. 1853 
Trencu Proverbs 3 A fastidious age .. and one of false re- 
finement. 1865 Livincsrone Zambesi xvii. 342 Vhough 
being far from fastidious, refused to eat it. 1877 BLack 
Green Past. xiii. (1878) 338 The society..was not at all fas- 
tidious in its language. 

Fastidiously (festi‘diasli), adv. [f. as prec. 
+-LY2.j] Ina fastidious manner; + disdainfully ; 
squeamishly, with excessive scrupulousness of taste. 

1624 Gatakrr 7vansubst. 42 Fastidiously and childishly 
.-full of Logicke rules. 1654 Hammonp Acc. Cawdrey's 
Triplex Diatribe v. § 17 Discriminating themselves proudly 
and fastidiously from other men. 1790 Burke /’' Nev. 33 
The legislature. .fastidiously rejected the fair and abundant 
choice .. presented to them. 1841 D’Israetit Asnen. Lit. 
(1867) 128 Critics fastidiously rejecting what they deem the 
antiquated. 1880 Disrarii Hudym. 1, xxi, 193 A couple of 
grooms, who sat with. .unmoved countenances, fastidiously 
stolid amid all the fun. 

Fastidiousness ({esti‘dissnés). [f. as prec. 
+-NESS.] The quality of being fastidious. 

+1. Loathing, disgust. Ods. 

1533, Exyor Cast. Helthe (1541) 28b, Sowthistle.. causeth 
fastidiousness or lothsomnesse of the stomake. 1599 A. M. 
tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 267/2 ¥.xcepte it .. get a fas- 
tidiousnes therof [pappe]. 1632 Lirucow Zvav. x. 425 
After I had..escaped infinite dangers. .excessive fastidious- 
nesse, unspeakable adversities. 1807 Coxe Austria 1. 67 
Rhodolph observing their fastidiousness, rose from table, 

+ 2. Disdainfulness, haughtiness, pride. Qds. 

1613 R.C. Zable Alph. (ed. 3) Lastidiousnesse, disdain- 
fulnesse. 1649 Jer. TayLor Gt. Lxemp. um. § 14. 52 He 
reproved the fastidiousnesse of the Pharisee. 

3. Disposition to be easily disgusted ; squeamish- 
ness; ovyer-niceness in matters of taste or pro- 
priety. 

1661 Boye Style of Script. 202 More Discerning Times... 
will Repair the Omissions and Fastidiousnesse of the Present. 
1784 J. Barry Lect. Art vi. (1848) 207 Fastidiousness, and 
a useless and too critical nicety, may be expected to increase. 
1824 Dispin Libr. Comp. 745 The fastidiousness of criticism 
may object to the frequent repetition. 1869 J. MarTineau 
Ess, 11. 98 Any nice inquiry..would bea misplaced fastidi- 
ousness. 

Fastidium (fxstidivm). vare. [a. L. fasti- 
dium; see Fastipiz.] Disgust; ‘ ennui’. 

.@1734 Nortu Lives I. 159 The fastidium, upon this occa- 
sion contracted..diverted his mind from .. such projects. 
1885 Mrs. H. Warp tr. Amiel’s Frni. (1889) 277 How is 
Jastidium to be avoided? 

+ Fa'stigate, v. Obs.—° [f. L. fastigat- ppl. 
stem of L. fastig-dre to make pointed.] a. trans. 
To make pointed. b. zz¢r. To become pointed. 

1623-6 in CockERAM 3 1656 in Blount Glossogy. 5 1732 in 
Cotes. 

Fastigiate (festidzijct), a. [f. L. fastig¢-am 
summit of a gable, top, vertex+-aTE?. Cf. F, 

Sastigté.| 

1, Sloping up or tapering to a point like a cone 
or pyramid. +a. ofa hill=Fasria1aTEep. Ods. 

1662 Ray Thvee [tin. ii. (Ray Soc.) 148 That noted hill .. 
the top whereof is fastigiate like a sugar loaf. 

b. Bot. Having flowers or branches whose ex- 
tremities form a tapering or cone-like outline. 

1835 LinpLey Jxtrod. Bot. (1848) Il. 382. 1836 Penny 
Cyct. V. 252 Fastigiate, when the branches of any plant are 
pressed close to the main stem, as in the Lombardy poplar, 
1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 349 Taxus fastigiata. .(1rish or 
Florence-court yew) is a fastigiate variety. > 

ce. Lntom. Of the elytra: Tapering to a point. 

1848 in MaunpeErR Tveas. Nat. Hist. Gloss. sat 

2.+a. Bot. Formerly applied (after F. fastzgz?) 
in the sense ‘having a horizontal surface at the 
top’, as in an umbel or corymb. Ods. 

[The use app. originated in a misunderstanding, the L. 
Jastigium being interpreted as ‘ roof’.] 

1793 in Martyn Lang. Bot. s.v. 1794 — Rousseau's Bot, 
xxviil. 445 The latter tree. .having a fastigiate, or flat top. 
1860 in Mayne Expos. Lex. s. v. 

b. Hence, of a zoophyte : =CoRYMBED. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 175 Mussa fastigiata, Fasti- 
giate: disks usually nearly circular. 

Hence Fasti'giately adv. 

1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Fastigiately- branched, the 
branches becoming gradually shorter from the base to the 
apex, 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex, 

Fastigiate (fxstidzijcit), v. [f. as prec. + 
-ATE3.] trans. To make pointed at the top like 
agable. b. zztr. To taper toa point. 

1656 Biounr Glossogr., Fastigiate, to raise up, or grow 
up toa sharp top. 1732 in Cotes. : 

Hence Fasti‘giated f//. a., formed like a cone 
or ridge; ‘roofed, narrowed up to the top’ 
(Johnson 1773). + Fastigia‘tion, ‘a making or 

; ; - ary >. 
growing sharp at the top like a pyramid’ (Phillips 
1662). 

slat H. More Song of Soul Notes 381 Day will hang in 

the sky many thousand miles off from us, fastigiated into 
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one conicall point. 1668 Witxins Real Char. u. v. § 4. 
146 Hawks .. noted for having a fastigiated or rising 
head. 1730-6 in Battey (folio). 1840 in Humsie Dict. 
Geol. § Min. | 

+ Fastigious, @z. Obs. [f. L. fastigt-um + 
-ous.] Like a fastigium ; with gables. Also fg. 
Pretentious. 

1670 G. H. /7ist. Cardinals 1, 11.94 They thought the Title 
too eminent and fastigious [orig. sod/eva/o] for them. 1697 
Evetyn Acc, Architects (1723) 50 The ancients dwelling- 
houses being generally flat at the top, Julius Casar being 
the first whom they Indulg’d to raise his Palace in this 
Fastigious manner. 

| Fastigium (fsti-dgivm), [L.] 

1, The apex or summit ; sfec. in Arch. the ridge 
of a house. 

1677 Hate Contemp. u. 125, 1 have now arrived to the 
very Fastigium, the very highest point of this Mountain. 
r706 Puituirs (ed, Kersey), /astigzum, the top or height 
of any Thing: In Architecture, the ridge of a House. 1825 
W. Hamitton Hand-bk. Terms Arts & Sc., Hastiginm .. 
the summit, apex or ridge of a house, or pediment. 

2. The gable end (of a roof) ; a pediment. 

1849 J. Weare Dict. Terms, Vastigium, the pediment of 
a portico, 1876 in Gwitr Archit. Gloss. 

3. a. Pathol. The acme or highest state of in- 


tensity (of a disease). b. Anat. (see quot. 1884). 

1876 Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 619 The period of the fasti- 
gium, the complete development of the fever. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Fastigtum, the upper and posterior angle of the 
fourth ventricle lying between the upper border of the 
posterior medullary velum and the posterior border of the 
anterior medullary velum. 

+ Fasting, vé/. sb.1 Obs. [f. Fasr v1 +1nel.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fast 1; also atérzd. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. xxv. (Tollem. MS), 
Cipris is a medicinal tre of couenable and fastynge vertu. 
c1440 Promp, Parv. 158 Festynge to a thynge, confixio. 
1660 Hrexuam De anckers aen den timmer, a fasting of 
ankers to the Timber. 

b. Lasting penny (dial.): = ‘ fastening penny’ ; 
see FASTENING 1 b. 

1691 Ray J.-C. Words, Festing-penny. 

2. = FASTENING 3. 

a 1400-50 4 lexander 2590 It stonaid bam all For ferd be 
festing suld faile. 

Fasting (fa'stin), 7. 0.2 [f. Fast v.2 + -1ne !.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fast; abstinence from 
food; an instance of this. 

e1175 Lamb. Hom, 207 Ich bide be. .bi his eadi festunge 
ibe wildernesse. c1zs0 Old Kent. Serm. in O. E. Misc. 
(1872) 28 Si mirre signefiet uastinge. 1340 Ayend. 33 Be 
uestinges and be wakinges. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. 
ccix. 191 He was so feble for his moch fastyng that he was 
dede almost. 1579 Furke Heskins’ Parl. 530 Although 
fasting for merite bee iustly punishable by statute. 1642 
Futier Holy & Prof. St. v. viii. 388 Even fasting it self is 
meat and drink to him. 1840 Dickens O/d C. Shop viii, 
Corporal punishment, fasting, and other tortures and terrors. 
1873 W. K. Suttivan O’Curry’s Anct. Irish 1. Introd. 283 
A 7vosca or fasting was made by the plaintiff going to the 
defendant’s house, and remaining there for a certain time.. 
before making his distress. 

+2. A season of abstinence from food, a fast. 

1382 Wycur Acts xxvii. 9 And whanne now seylinge was 
not sykir, for that fasting passide, Poul coumfortide hem. 
1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. 1x. iil. (1495) 347 The 
fastynge of springynge tyme is the fyrst weke of Lente. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Avjb, The fastynges that she 
had kept. 1656 Avti£ Handsom. 81 He bids the Jewes, 
even in their fastings, to use it. 

3. attrib., as fasting-weeds ; fasting-spittle, the 
saliva that is in the mouth before one’s fast is 
broken. Also Fasrinc-DAY. 

1460-70 Bk, Quintessence 19 Mortifie it wip fastynge 
spotil, 1607 TorseLL Serpents (1653) 607 If the fasting 
spittle of a Man fall into the jaws of a Serpent, he certainly 
dyeth thereof. 1648 Herrick Hesfer. Hairie Temple 104 
Their Holy Oyle, their Fasting-Spittle, Their sacred Salt. 
1654 Trapp Coz, Esther v. 1 She laid aside her fasting- 
weeds, and put on her best. 1818 Art Preserv. Feet 146 
Rubbing them with fasting spittle, 

Fasting (fa'stin), A//. a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 
That fasts, /¢¢. and fig. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 151 Fastynge, jejunus, inipransus. 
¢1470 Henry Wadlace vy. 1034 For fastand folk to dyne 
gud tym war now. 1525 Lp. Berners /7o/ss. Il. cexli. 
[cexxxviii.] 745 Sir, are ye fastynge? axzs9z H. Smitu 
Serm. (1866) II. 213 Yet doth the non-resident keep his 
benefice fasting. 1595 Suaxs. Yohnu mi. i. 260 A fasting 
Tyger. 1847 Emerson Poems, [nitial Love Wks. (Bohn) 
I. 456 Inquisitive, and fierce, and fasting. 

Hence + Fa'stingly adv., in a fasting manner, 
abstemiously, sparingly. Ods. 

c1460 J. Russert Bk. Nurture 667 Furst speke..For 
frutes a-fore mete to ete bem fastyngely. 1566 Dranr 
Horace Sat. vi. H viij b, My frende why lyke you still To 
lyve in countrye fastynglye uppon a craggie hill? 1616 
Beaum. & Fi. Wit without Money ww. v, You shall .. not 
dine neither, but fastingly. 

Fa'sting-day. [f. Fasrine vd/. sb. + Day. 
Cf. fasten-day.] =F AST-DAY. 

@1300 Cursor M, 29056 (Cotton Galba) pe thing bat pou 
piself suld ett if it no fasting day pan ware. 1398 ‘TREvISA 
Barth. De P. R. 1x. iti. (1495) 347 In eche of thise foure 
tymes ben thre fastyngedayes. ¢1430 7’wo Cookery-bks. 17 
Do it in fastyng dayis & serue it forth. 1552 Bh, Com. 
Prayer Communion, Any holye dayes or fasting daies. 1656 
Trape Comm. x Cor. vii. 5 Fasting-days are soul-fatting 
days. a@r71x Ken Man. of Prayers Wks. (1838) 424 All the 
fasting I advise you to, is only to some fasting-day. 1850 
A. J. Sternens Bk. Com. Prayer 11, 1150 Notice .. of the 
fasting days. .is commonly neglected. 

12-2 


FASTINGONG. 


+ Fa'stingong. Ols. Forms: 4-6 fastyn- 
gong(e, (5 fastyngon), 5 fastyngange. Also, 
corruptly, 6 festigam. [? f. fastiz var. of FASTEN 
sb. + gong, GANG, going.] SHRovE TurspDAY. Also 
Fastingone Eve, Fastin-gong Tuesday. 

1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 69 Y® sonneday next after 
Fastyngonge. cx442 in Blomefield 7st. Norfolk Il. 111 
John Gladman..on Tuesday in the last ende of Criste- 
messe viz. Fastyngonge Tuesday made a Disport with hys 
Neyghbours .. coronned as Kyng of Crestemesse. ¢1470 
Harpine Chron, ccxxxvil. ii, Southward came thei .. vpon 
the fastyngange eue. 1477 Sir J. Pasron in Lett. No. 
786 III. 174 Wretyn at London..the Fryday a for Fastyn- 
gong. 1530 Patscr. 804/1 At Fastyngonge, a Quaresme 
prennant. 

Hence Fastingong Sunday =Shrove Sunday. 

1450 Paston Lett. No. 78 I. 110 All the tenawntes ben 
chargyd to pay al her rent..be Fastyngong Sonday. 1541 
R. Barnes Workes (1573) 222/2 The Thurseday before 
Festigam Sonday. 

Fastish (fa'stif), c. [f. Fast a.+-1sH.] Some- 
what fast. 

1854 S, Puiturs Ess. fr. Times Ser. 11. 330 A short, stout, 
empty, good-natured, and over-dressed—in other words 
a ‘fastish’ young man. 1873 Miss Brappon St” § Piler. 
i. ii. 167 Fastish noblemen. 1884 Lillywhite's Cricket 
Ann. 115 A useful bowler, fastish as a rule. 

Fa‘stland. [f. as prec. + Lanp; after Ger. 
festland.| The mainland, as distinguished from 
islands ; the continent. 

1883 Cham. Frnl. 524 The irregular banks of these 
islands shielded them from all outlook from the fastland. 

+ Fa'stlings, adv. Sc. Obs. rare—*. [f. Fast 
adv. + -LING with adyb. genitive -s.] ? Almost, 
nearly. (Cf. Fast adv. 4 b.) 

az6oo A. Scott May iv, Now all sic game is fastlings 
gone But gif it be amangs clovin Robbyns. ; 

Fastly (fa'stli), adv. arch. [f. Fasr a. +-Ly 2. 
Now replaced by Fast adv.] 

+1. In a fixed or steady manner. Oés. 

c 888 K. Auvrrep Boeth. xxxix. § 7 Sio nafa .. feerb micle 
feestlicor. .donne pa felgan. a12z25 Aucr. R.234 Pet tuper- 
efter be wisluker wite him, hwon pu hauest ikeiht him: & te 
uestluker holde. 1340 Ayer. 166 Hit be-houeb bet he hym 
hyealde vestliche ine his wylle. 1549-62 STERNHoLD & H, 
Ps. ake 2 For he hath fastly founded it aboue the sea to 
stand. 

+ 2. Firmly, 
confidence. Ods. 

e175 Lamb. Hom. 115 He scal..festliche winnan wid 
onsijendne here, cu1z0o Trin. Coll. Hom. 77 Cumen 
festliche to ure saule leche and unhelen him ure saule 
wundes. ¢1205 Lay. 13000 Imong pan eorlen he stod & 
fastliche hit wid-soc. c1350 Prose Psalter 196 Pe which 
bot if ich man haue bileued trewlich & fastelich. c 1440 
Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 11. xiii, Put forth 
fastely all thy good dedes to hym in as moche as they be 
good. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. II. 766 The Lord 
Hastinges..perswaded the lords to beleve that the Duke of 
Glocester was sure & fastly faithfull to his prince. 1581 
Marseck Bk. of Notes 306 Faith, that fastlie beleeveth 
sinnes to be forgiven freelie by Christ. 

+b. Without intermission or cessation. Ods. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 47 Gif ba lareowas pis nellab feestlice 
Godes folce bebeodan. a@zooo AiLrric F¥udg. iv. 24 Hiz 
feestlice weoxon. ¢1175 Lamb, Hom. 237 Of be folce we 
sigged pat hit cumb fastlice. 

+ 3. Closely, securely. Ods. 

cro50 Lat. § A. S. Glosses in Wr.-Wiilcker 354 Artius, 
feestlicor. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 90 Cleue to 
his mercy & goodnes the more fastly. 1591 SytvesteR Dz 
Bartas 1, v. (1641) 42/2 A score of Anchors held her fastly 
bound. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. ut. xxv. 174 At 
the first littering their eyes are fastly closed. 1800 Efis¢. 
to Sir W. Farquhar in Spirit Publ. Jrnls, (1801) TV. 175 
Men, who love their places..And fastly hold them with 
unblushing faces, 1817 J. Scorr Paris Revisit. (ed. 4) 305 
Their desires might bind them fastly to the Imperial cause. 

4. Quickly, rapidly, speedily; hence, readily. 
Now rare. 

c1205 Lay. 27774 Ford heo gunnen fusen .. & fastliche 
heom to bu3en. 1897 Suaxs. Lover's Compl. 61 Towards 
this afflicted fancy fastly drew. cx1645 T. Tutty Siege of 
Carlisle (1840) 13 Seeing them come fastly to her house. 
a 1806 K. Wuite Rem. II. 84 The sand of life Ebbs fastly 
to its finish. 1859 Cornwatiis New World 1, 207 The life 
of the child was fastly on the wane. 

Fastness (fa'stnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 

I. The quality or state of-being fast. 

1. The quality or state of being firmly fixed; 
fixedness, stability. + Also, firm attachment. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. xxxii. § 2 Behealdap nu.. da 
feestnesse..pisses heofenes. 1340 Ayend. 107 Pet no ping 
pet moje beualle ne mo3e ous ondo of pe ilke uestnesse ne of 
pise grace. c¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 49 If pat ilke pece 
have no fastnes to be hool boon do pat pece awey. @ 1400-50 
Alexander 3259 (Dubl.) Suld not be funde in hym fastnes. 
1523 Firzuers. //xsd. § 139 The wynde is lykely to blowe 
it besyde the heed, for it hath no fastnes in the wode. 1603 
Frorio Montaigne 1. ix. (1632) 16 Falsehood, which therein 
can have no such footing or setled fastnesse. 1677 GiLPINn 
Dezmonol. (1867) 429 His words be so far from the fastness 
of nails that aie shall be as wind, 1886 E, Knecur tr. 
Benedikt’s Coal Tar Colours mt. 201 Shades. .characterised 
by their extreme fastness. 

+b. Fidelity, loyalty, firm adherence. Const. Zo. 

¢1577 Sranyuurst Apitaph Baron of Louth (Arb.) 151 
Thee fastnesse of foster brotherhod, 1648 Symmons Vind. 
Chas. 7, 33 Your tender care, and constant fastness to our 
Soveraign. 

+2. Close alliance. Obs. rare. 

@ 1631 Sir R. Corron Advice in Rushw. Hist. Coll. 1. 471 


unwayeringly, steadfastly ; with 
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Nothing can prevent the Spanish Monarchy, but a Fastness 
of those two Princes. 

+3. The quality or state of being compact or 
close; density, solidity. Also of style: Concise- 
ness, pithiness. Ods. 

1355 Hardle Facions 1. ii. 30 This earth then brought by 
y’ heate of the sonne into a more fastenesse, a 1568 ASCHAM 
Scholem. (Arb.) 114 To bring his style, from all lowse gros- 
nesse, to soch firme fastnes in latin, as is in Demosthenes in 
Greeke. 162x AtnswortH Axnot. Ps, xix. 11 Solid gold, 
called Paz, which hath the name of strength, fastnesse, or 
solidity. 1660 SHarrock Vegetables 17 They think to 
hinder their quick descent by the fastness of the ground, 
1666 J. SmitH Old Age (1752) 103 The fastness and fulness 
of the flesh. 1673-4 Grew Anat. Trunks 1. vii. § 4 Its 
Fastness [depending] on the closeness of the true Wood. 

+4. Capacity for gripping tightly or retaining ; 
tenacity, retentiveness. Ods. 

1ssz Hutort, Fastnes, ¢ezacia, tenacitas. 1581 Mut- 
CASTER Positions v. (1887) 27 We finde also in them [child- 
ren], as a quickenes to take, so a fastnesse to retaine. 

+5. Security from invasion, difficulty of access ; 


safety, strength. Obs. Cf. 9. 

1596 Spenser J, Q. v. x. 18 To those fennes for fastnesse 
she did fly. 1600 Dymmox /reand (1843) 23 It is very hard 
to hurt him, by reason of the fastnes of his cuntry. 1657 
Dryven Virg. Aineid 1x. 940 The Foes had left the fastness 
of their Place. : 

6. Rapidity, swiftness. 

@164z2 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts w. (1704) 452/t 
Our..Ships have. .advantage..by reason of their Fastness 
by a Wind. 1727-36 Bamey, Hastzess, swiftness. 1871 
Sir H. Hotranp Recoéd. (1872) 268 The increased fastness 
of living, incident to all classes and occupations of men. . 

7. Of persons: The quality of being ‘fast’ in 
manners, talk, or mode of living. Cf. Fast a. Io. 

1859 Mrs. CartyLe Le?#¢. III. 1 There is a growing taste 
for fastness. 1863 Lond. Rev. 31 Jan. 126/1 Her fastness is 
more impulsive and less calculating, very much the result 
merely of animal spirits and impatience of restraint. 1881 
C. New Sevm,101 Fastness is not manliness, but emptiness 
and weakness. 1889 H. James London Life xi. 211 
Putting an appearance of ‘ fastness’ upon her. 

II. Concrete senses. 
+8. That which fastens or keeps fast. 


port, help. b. A fastening. Oés. 

a. 1382 Wyctir Ps, xxiv. [xxv.] 14 Fastnesse is the Lord 
to men dredende hym. a@1400 Pryter (1891) 109 Oure 
lord is a fastnesse to hem that dredith hym. 

b. 1676 WortIDGE Cyder (1691) 117 Weights of..lead, 
with rings, cords or other fastnesses to them. 1879 Miss 
Jackson Shropsh. Word.-bk., ‘That theer bull’s bin ‘ilin the 
dur o’ “is place, an’ bruk the fas'ness.’ 

9. A place not easily forced; a stronghold, 
fortress. 

cr1ooo AELFRIc Gram. ix. § 12 (Z.) 41 Munimen..festnys. 
1586 J. Hooker Girald. Jrel. in Holinshed II. 157 They 
..ouertooke them at a fastenes fast by the woods side. 1650 
CromweELt Let. 30 July (Carlyle), They would rather 
tempt us to attempt them in their fastness. 1748 Anson's 
Voy. u. i, 121 Separate herds .. which inhabit distinct 
fastnesses. 1844 H. H. Witson rit. Jrdia III. 341 A strong 
and almost inaccessible fastness at Bandi. 

Jig. 1864 Lowe. Fireside Trav. 200 In the impregnable 
fastness of his great rich nature he [the Roman] defies us. 

+ Fa‘strede, a. Obs. rare. In 1 festred, 3 
fastrede. [OF. fwstred, f. fest, Fasv a. + réd 
purpose.] Firm in purpose, inflexible, steadfast. 

Beowulf 610 Gehyrde on Beowulfe folces hyrde festraedne 
seboht. c888 K. ASterep Boeth. xix, Se wisa & feestreda 
Cato. a@ax2z5s0 Owl § Night. 211 He is nu ripe and fast- 
rede Ne lust him nu to none unrede. ; 

+ BPasts, sd. A/. Obs. rare. [Anglicized form of 
Fasti; cf. F. fastes.] Annals, records. 

1705 Phil. Trans. XXV. 2019 Two Ages after the same 
Fasts were compos’d by King Atlas. 

+Fa'stship. Ods. rare. [f. Fasr a. +-sur.] 
The quality of gripping tightly ; parsimony. 

a1225 Ancr. R, 202 Simonie: Gauel : Oker: Uestschipe 
of 3eoue, oder of lone. bzd. 276 Vestschipe salue [is] ureo 
heorte. 

+ Fa'stuose, a. Obs? [ad. L. fastuos-us: 
see Fastuous.] =Fastuous. 

1727 in Baitey vol. II. 

+Fastuo'sity. Os. [f. L. fastuds-us (see 
Fastuous) +-1ry.] The quality of being fastuous ; 
haughtiness, ostentation, pomposity. 

1656-81 in Biount Glossogr. 1678 CupwortH Jxtell. 
Syst. 1. 1. § 45. 53 That new Modle of Ethicks, which hath 
been obtruded upon the World with so much Fastuosity. 
1680 H. More Afocal. Afoc. 25 The excessive pride and 
fastuosity of the Idolatrous Hierarchy. 1685 — J2/ustr. 
Dan. xi. 45 Either a solid Greatness. .ora tumid Fastuosity 
and affected Greatness, 1730-6 in Barry (folio), 

Fastuous (fe'stizjas), a. Now rare. fad. L. 
Jastuos-us, {. fastus haughtiness, arrogance: see 
-ous. Cf. F. fastueux.] WHaughty, arrogant, pre- 
tentious, ostentatious. 

21638 Merve Paraphr. 2 Pet. iii. 3 Wks. 1672 11. 616 
That supposed fastuous style of Sapores King of Persia to 
Constantius the Emperour, Rex Regum,etc. 1653 HAMMOND 
On N. T, Mark vii. 22 Fastuous and vain-glorious be- 
haviour. 1707 Coutier Ref. Ridic. 1or A pompous dis- 
play of a fastuous Learning. 1786-8 J. Wituiams Child. 
Thespis 132 Too fastuous for exquisite passion’s digression, 
Too fair for a hero, 1836 M. J. Cuapman in Fraser's Mag. 
XIV. 22 Let no man, With vain conceit and ‘fastuous 
humour swelling, Sneer idly. 1888 Sat. Rev. 6 Oct. 418/1 
The. .fastuous vaées of dysentery. 

Hence Fa‘stuously adv., in a fastuous manner. 


Fa'stuousness, the quality of being fastuous. 


a. Sup- 





FAT. 


a 1677 Barrow Sevmt,2 Tint. iii. 2 Wks. 1686 III. 318 De- 
meaning our selves insolently and fastuously toward them. 
1728 R. Nortu Mem. Musick (1846) 123 He behaved him- 
self fast{uJously ; no person must whisper while he played. 
1649 Jer. Taytor Gt. Exemp. 1. Add. § 5. 58 Diogenes 
trampled upon Plato’s pride with a greater fastuousnesse 
and humourous ostentation, a 1677 Barrow Pofe's Supremt. 
(1680) 1. iv. 66 Then there was no fastuousness in the Church. 
1752 T. Bircu Life Tillotson 430 He had nothing of pride 
or fastuousness. 

Fastyon, obs. form of FAsHIon. 

Fa‘sure. Ods. Also fasor, fassure. [?a. AF. 

Jaisure, £. faire to make.] Fashion, form, 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. A. 431 That freles fleze of hyr fasor. 
Ibid. 1083 So ferly per-of watz be fasure [printed falure]. 
cx400 Destr. Troy 3956 Polidamas .. [was a] ffaire man of 
fassure [AZS. faffure] & of fyn strenght. [But is /affure 
a form of favour?) 

Fasyll(e, var. of Fasrn, Obs. 

Fasyon(e, faszshion, obs. forms of FasHION. 

+ Fat (feet), 5d.1 Obs. Forms: 1 feet(t, 2-4 fet, 

south. vet, (3 feat), 4-8 fatt(e, 5-7 fate, (5 faat), 
4- fat. Seealso Vat. [OE. fee str. neut., corresp. 
to MLG., Du. vat, OHG. faz (MHG. vag, mod.G. 
Jass), ON. fat (Da. fad, Sw. fat) :—OTeut. fato-m 
:—Teut. root *fat- (:—pre-Teut. *Zod-, fod-) to 
hold, contain ; cf. OFris. fatéa, MDu. vatten, OHG. 
Jagon (MHG., vaggen, mod.G. fassen) to grasp; 
also, Lith. pudas (:—podos) vessel; OF. fetel, OHG. 
Sexqil (MHG. vegzel sword belt, mod.G. fessed, 
fetter), ON. fe¢e// band.] 


1. a. In early use ger. A vessel. 

Beowulf2761 Geseah. .he..fyrnmanna fatu. cgso Lindisf. 
Gosp. John ii. 7 Gefylled zie Sa fatto of uztre. a1000 
Elene 1026 (Gr.) Heo ba rode heht .. in seolfren fat locum 
belucan. arooo Aiirric Ger. xl. 1x And ic nam pa winberian 
& wrang on pet feet and sealde Faraone. c10go0 Gloss. in 
Wr.-Wiilcker 347 Acerra, feete odde gledfete. a122g St. 
Marher. 18 Pe reue..bed..bringen ford a uet ant fullen hit 
of wettre. 

Jig. 1230 Hali Meid. 13 Pe vertu pat halt ure bruchele 
feat pat is ure feble flesch .. in hal halinesse. 1340 Ayend. 
231 Hi berep a wel precious tresor ine a wel fyebble uet. 

b. spec. A vessel of silver, or other metal, of 
a particular form ; es. one to contain holy-water. 
c1330 Arth. §& Merl. 1054 A fende .. pelt me in an holy 
fat. 1454 Test. Zbor. (Surtees) u. 175 A gylted cop called 
a fate covered. 1484 Churchw. Acc. Wigtoft Boston 
(Nichols 1797) 79 For saudryng of the holy water fatte. 
1536 in Axtig. Sarisb, (1771) 198 A Fat of Silver for holy 
water, 1571 GrinpDAL /xzjunct. Clergie & Laytie Biv, The 
Churchwardens..shall see .. that all.. Holy Water stocks or 
Fattes..be utterly defaced. — 

2. A vessel of large size for liquids; a tub, a 
dyer’s or brewer's vat, a wine cask. Cf. Var. 

In the A. V. esf. the vat in which grapes are trodden, 

[1225 St. Marher. 17 Saloman pe wise .. bitunde us in 
ane tunne, ant comen babilones men .. ant breken pet feat. 
13.. #. E. Adlit. P. B. 802, I schal fette yow a fatte your 
fette for to wasche.] ¢ 1400 Sowdone Bab. 3152 Kinge Charles 
.. bade him ordeynea grete fat To baptyse the Sowdone yne. 
1469 Bury Wills (Camden) 46 The occupier .. shall haue 
his wetyng of his barly in the fate of the seid Denyse 
duryng maltyng tyme. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 100/3 [He] 
made hym to be caste in to a fatte or a tonne full of hote 
oylle. 1538 Bate Thre Lawes 447 Whan ale is in the fatt. 
1565 GoLDING Ovid's Met. 1. (1593) 27 Harvest smeard 
with treading grapes late at the pressing fat. 1606 SHAKS. 
Ant. & Ci. 11. vii. 122 In thy Fattes our Cares be drown’'d. 
az610 Heratey Theophrastus To Rdr., A great water- 
pot like a Diers fat, or chaldron. 1678 J. Puittirs 
Tavernier’s Trav. Vv. viii. 219 The golden Fat out of which 
they take the water. 1725 Brapitey az. Dict. s.v. Wine, 
The Liquor..should stand in the Fatt about fifteen days. 
1755 Macens /usurances I. 521, 5 Fatts red Wine £ 1661 : 16. 

b. Proverb. 

1583 Basincton Commandm. vi. (1637) 53 They would 
have every fatte..stand on his owne bottome. 1678 Bunyan 
Pilgr. i. 37 Every Fatt must stand on his own bottom, 

A cask or barrel to contain dry things. Occas. 
more explicitly, dry-fat. 

1340 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 14 For the freight of a drie 
fatte of the biggest sort .vi.s. vili.d. sterling. 1622 R 
Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (1847) 134 Our pipes and fatts of 
bread. cx1647 A. WHeEELockE in Lett, Adp. Ussher (1686) 
546 The Lambeth Books..as yet..remain in Fats, or great 
Chests. @1680 Burter Rem. (1759) I. 227 Wares, That 
come in dry Fats o’er from Francfort Fairs, 1688 R. Hotmr 
Armoury im. 260/1 All Goods. .in Barrels, Hogsheads, Fats, 
Chests or Packs, 1715 tr. D’ Anois’ Wks. 386 The Fairy.. 
return’d with a huge Fat full of Feathers, 1812 J. Smytu 
Pract. Customs 37 Battery, in fats. 

4. Used as a measure of capacity (see quots.). 

1413 Act 1 Hen. V,c. 10 Un mesure use deins la dicte 
Citee appelle le Faat. 1433 Actix Hen. VJ, c. 8 Une vessell 
appelle le Fat, que conteient viij busselx dez blees ou un 
autre bussell mys a ycell pur une quartier. 1600 Hrywoop 
Edw. [V,1. 11.1, I would give..a fat of leather, to match her 
to some justice. 1607 CoweEx /nterpr., Fate or Fat: isa great 
wooden vessell..vsed..to measure mault by, containing 
a quarter. 1660 Act 12 Chas. I/,c. 4 Sched. s.v. Books, 
The basket or maund, containing 8 bales or 2 fats. 1706 
Puitutrs (ed. Kersey), Hat of Ising-glass, a Quantity from 
Three Hundred Weight and a quarter to Four Hundred 
Weight. 1866 Rocrrs Agric. § Pr. I. x. 166 This measure 
[of 9 gallons] called a fatt was prohibited by statute. 

Comb. 

1483 Cath. Angl, 123/2 A Fattmaker, cuparius. 

Fat (fet), a. and sd.4 Forms: 1 fet(t, 2-4 
fet(t(e, south, vet(te, 3-7 fatt(e, 3 south. vat(te, 
(4 faat), 4-fat. [OE. /e¢¢, corresp. to OFris. fat, 
MDu., Du., MLG, vet (mod.G. fe¢t adopted from 


FAT. 


LG.), OHG. fecgz’t (MHG. verzet, vergt, mod.G. 
feist) :—OTeut. *faztido-, pa. pple. of *fattjan to 
fatten (OHG. vezggen, ON. feta), f. *fazto- adj. 
fat, represented by OS. fezt, MHG. ve7z, ON. feztr 
(Da. fed, Sw. fet) ; the existence of the primary 
adj. in OE. cannot be proved, as the form fd in 
MSS. is prob. only a variant spelling of /x¢¢.] 

A. adj. 

I. With respect to bulk or condition. 

1. Of an animal used for food: Fed up for 
slaughter, ready to kill, fatted. 

cx1ooo0 Ags. Gosp. Luke xv. 27 Pin feeder of-sloh an feet 
[c1160 Hatton Gosp. fet)celf. a1300 Cursor M, 3643 (Cott.) 
O kyddes fatt pou fett me tuin. 1382 Wycuir /sa. xxv. 6 
A feste of fatte bestes. c1386 Cuaucer Prol. 349 Ful 
many a fat partrich hadde he in mewe, c¢ 1400 Maunpev. 
(1839) xvii. 179 3if thei[the children] ben fatte, bei eten hem 
anon, ¢1420 Liber Cocorumt(1862) 38 Sethe a mawdelarde bat 
fat is benne And cut in peses. c1440 Promp. Parv.151/2 Fat 
fowle, or beste, mestyde to be slayne, ad¢z/e. 1552 HuLoet, 
Fatte by feading, as in a francke or penne, a/filis. 1719 
De For Crusoe (1840) Il. iv. 79 The party concluded it 
was to see whether he or she was fattest and fittest to kill 
first. 31849 Lp. Houcuton in Lie (1891) I. x. 439 Fat 
beasts sold for the price they were bought lean. 1890 
Daily News 21 Nov. 5/3 Animals which .. haye won prizes 
as ‘fat’, that is to say, as ripe for the butcher. 

2. Of animals or human beings, their limbs, etc. : 
In well-fed condition, plump ; well supplied with 
fat (see B). 

¢ 893 K. Aitrrep Ovos. tv. xiii. § 5 Ge sindon nu utan 
feette & innan hlene. a@xooo Dent. xxxi. 20, & bonne 
hiz etab & fulle beob & feette. c1x175 Lamb. Home. 8x [He] 
luued his sunnen alse ded pet fette swin bet fule fen to 
liggen in. a@zz25 Ancr. R. 138 Hit regibbed anon, ase uet 
kelf & idel. 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 429 Ballede he was, & 
pycke of breste, of body vat also. @ 1300 Cursor M. 4566 
(Gétt.) Pe seuen of baim..wereselcuth fat and fair ky. 1393 
Lancet. P, Pi, C. x. 208 Faitours in frere clopynge hadde 
fatte chekus, c1450 JZerdin 227 Her flessh whitter than 
snowe, and was not to fatte ne to sklender, 1598 SHAks. 
Merry W. v. v.14 A Windsor Stagge, and the fattest (I 
thinke) i’th Forrest. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 899 The Beare, 
the Hedge-hog..wax Fat when they Sleepe. 1668 DAVENANT 
Man's the Master 1. i, The chief reason why I am not fat 
is..because I am in love with three of our neighbours’ 
maids. 173x ArsuTrunot A /iments vi. 190 You may see in 
an Army forty thousand Foot-Soldiers without a fat Man. 
1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) V. 45 Their bodies are fat 
and muscular, 1864 P’cress Avice in Mem. (1884) 78 My 
fat Baby..isa great darling. 1883 Gitmour Mongols (1884) 
108 The Mongols like to be careful of their camels, even 
when they are fat and strong. 

absol. c1205 Lay. 19445 Ne durste per bileuen na pee 
uatte no be lene. 

b. In unfavourable sense ; Overcharged with fat, 
corpulent, obese. 

a 1000 Riddles xli. 105 (Gr.) Mara ic eom and fettra, ponne 
amested swin. c 1400 Desir. Troy 3068, A necke. .nawper 
fulsom, ne fat, but fetis & round. ¢ 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
(MS. B) 5 Of seknesse ofa wommans tetys to grete to fatte 
Obere to lene. 1494 [see CorPuLeNnT 2]. 1598 SHaxs. Merry 
W. 1. v. 25 There was .. an old fat woman euen now with 
me. 1646, 1791 [see CorPULENCY 2], 1856 Mrs. CARLYLE 
Lett, Il. 294 So fat a man one rarely sees. 

c. fig 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 173 b, He is fatte of my 
benefytes and good dedes. 1558 Br. Watson Sev. Sacramt. 
i. Aj b, By the Sacramente. .wee are nourished to everlast- 
yng life, and made fatte with God. 1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. 
1. ili. 48, I will feede fat the ancient grudge I beare him. 
1596 — 1 Hen. JV, 1. ii. 180 Aduantage feedes him fat, 
while men delay. 1611 Biste Prov. xi. 25. 1620 May Heir 
1. i,in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 515 Twill feed me fat with sport, 
that it shall make. 

d. fig. in vulgar phrase Zo cut up fat: see 
Cur v. 592. 

3. transf. Of things: Thick, full-bodied, sub- 
stantial ; spec. of printing types. Also + Zo deat 
fat (Typog.): see quot. 1683. + Ofthe voice: Full. 


c1250 Gen. § Ex. 2104, vii eares wexen fette of coren. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. cxxxi. (1495) 942 The 
voyces ben fatte and thycke whanne moche spyryte comyth 
out asthe voysofaman. 1578 Lyre Dodoeus u. xlii. 200 The 
white lillie his Jeaues be..somewhat thicke or fat. 1596 
Suaks, 1 Hen. JV,1, ii. 14x There are.. Traders riding to 
London with fat Purses. 1676 Moxon Print. Lett. 5 The 
..Draughts of the Letters will shew him what parts of 
a Letter must be fat or lean. did. 7 The Stenz or Broad 
stroke in a Letter is called the Mat stroke. 1683 Moxon 
Dict. Printing, Beat Fat, \f a Press-man Takes too much 
Inck with his Balls, he Beats Fat. The Black English 
Faced Letter is generally Beaten Fat. 1787 Winter Syst. 
Husb. 247 The leaves of the seeds .. appeared twice as fat 
or thick. 1841 Savace Dict. Printing, Fat Face or Fat 
Letter is a letter with a broad stem. 1867 G. P. Marsu in 
Nation 3 Jan., The substitution of full-faced—I have heard 
it called faz by printers..small letter for capitals. 

b. Maut. (see quot. 1704). 

1627 Carr. Smitu Seaman's Gram. ii. 4 If it [the Tuck] lie 
too lowit makes her haue a fat quarter. 1704 J. Harris 
Lex, Techn. s.v., If the Trussing in, or Tuck of a Ships 
Quarter under Water, be deep: They say she hath a Fat 
Quarter. 1867 in Smytu Sailor's Word-bk. s.v. 

II. With respect to the component parts, 

4, Containing much fat, oil, etc. ; consisting of 
fat, greasy, oily, unctuous. Zo cut tt (too) fat: Jit. 
referring to a slice of meat, fg. (vulgar) to make 
a display. See Cur v. 8 6. 

cx000 Ags. Ps, Ixxx. 15 [Ixxxi. 16] He hi fedde mid fetre 


lynde, hwzete and hunize. c1z00 OrmIN 995 Breed..smeredd 
wel wib elesew & makedd fatt & nesshe. 1377 LANGL. 
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P., Pl. B, xu. 264 pe larke. .of flesch, by fele folde fatter and 
swetter. cx1440 Promp, Parv. 159/1 Fet, or fatte, as 
flesshe and ober lyke, pzvguzs. 1577 B. Goocr Hereshach’s 
Hlusb. 111. (1586) 147 Fatt and newe Milke. 1597 SHaks. 
2 Hen. IV, v. v. 143 If you be not too much cloid with Fat 
Meate. 1607 TorseLt Your-f. Beasts (1673) 332 It shall be 
needful..to use some fat broth. 1638 Raw ey tr. Bacon's 
Life §& Death (1650) 7 Mixed with Tallow orany Fat Thing. 
1662 J. Davirs Voy, Ambass. 201 The Milk. .1s so fat, that 
it makes a Cream two fingers thick. x17or Appison Le¢zé. 
Italy 134 The fat Olive. 1824 Mrs, CAmMrron JZarten § 
Scholars vii. 43 This nice fat cheese which brother gave me. 
1836 W. Irvine Astoria Il. 205 Which he began to relish, 
pronouncing them ‘fat and tender’. 1836-9 Dickens Sh, 
Boz Scenes ix, Promenading about. .with surprising dignity, 
or as the gentleman in the next box facetiously observes, 
‘cutting it uncommon fat’. 1842 Comic Almanac 49 
A goose, even tailors have, who cutit fat. 
th. transf. Of figs: Full of juice, juicy. Ods. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xv. (1495) 121 Leues of 
trees in whyche is fatte humour fallith not. c1400 Lan- 
Jranc’s Cirurg. 212 Medle berwib fatte figis 1656 RipcLey 
Pract. Physick 292 Take fat Figs 12 02. 

+e. fig. tIndecent, ‘smutty’. Ods. 

1758 W. Totpervy Hist. Two Orphans I11.157 He..sings 
as many fat songs as the best man in the Garden. 

d. Of wood: Resinous (U.S.) ; also + of amber. 
Of coal: Bituminous. : 

1697 Drypren Virg. Past, vu. 74 Fat Amber let the 
Tamarisk distill. 1831 Maccuttocu Syst, Geol. 11. xliv. 356 
A resinous plant such as fir .. would produce a fatter coal 
than an oak, because the resin itself is converted into 
bitumen. 1836 Backwoods of Canada 234 The resinous 
substance called fat-pine being usually found in places 
where the living pine is least abundant. 1856 OLMsTED 
Slave States 335 The room was filled with smoke of the fat 
light-wood, 1877 Donce Hunting Grounds Gt. West 
xxxvi. 393 They [the Indians] procured some ‘fat’ pine 
knots, 1883 GresLey Gloss. Coal Mining Ternts, Hat 
Coals, those which contain volatile, oily matters. 

5. Of mould, clay, ete. ; Containing much soluble 
or plastic matter; having a ‘ greasy’ feeling to the 
touch; sticky. Of limestone: Containing much 
lime, and few impurities; hence, Pure. 

1502 ARNOLDE Chron. 168 Y¢ erthe muste..be neyther too 
fat ne to grauelly. 1546 St. Pagers Hen. VII, X1. 335 
The grounde of the countrey..is so fatte, that if it rayne 
there three dayes..the ordinaunce wolde sticke..in the 
myre. 1563 FuLtke AZeteors (1640) 14 b, A Comet is an 
Exhalation..fat and clammie, hard compact like a great 
lumpe of pitch. 16xx Biste Song 3 Child. 22 mare., 
Naphtha, which is a certaine kind of fat and chalkie clay. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 11. 687 Fat Pitch, and black 
Bitumen, add to these. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 238 
A fat Earth full of Allom. 1787 Winter Syst. Husd. 332 
It appeared very fat between the fingers, 1794 KirwAN 
Min. I, 116 The distinction of fat and meagre limestones. 
1843 Portitock Geol. 682 The fat clay.. is mixed with 
a meagre or sandy clay. 

+6. Full of stimulating elements, rich. Ods. 

1707 Curios. in Hush. & Gard, 268 Fat, warm and subtile 
Nourishments. 1797 Wotcotr(P. Pindar) Livery of Lon- 
don Wks. 1812 ILI. 442 Pine-apples ne’er grow on cold raw 
clay But fat manure, 

7. Of fluids: Charged with solid or extraneous 
particles. +a. Of water: Thick, turbid. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 259 Fatte water. 
1587 Harrison England u. vi. (1877) 1. 160 The fattest 
standing water is alwaies the best, 1607 TorsEeLt Serpents 
(1653) 744 This Serpent is bred in fat waters and soils. 1713 
Phil, Trans. XXVIII. 233 When the Water is fattest and 
fullest of Foam. 

+b. Of wine or ale: Fruity, full-bodied, sugary. 

1609 Biste (Douay) Zzek. xxvii. 18 The Damacene 
was thy merchant..in fatte wine. 1632 Lirucow 7rav. 
mt. 102 These Cloysters haue a brauer life for good cheare 
[and] fat Wines..than any..Friers can elsewhere find. 1816 
Scorr Axtig. xi, A species of fat ale. 5 

e. Of air, mist, etc.; Charged with moisture or 
odours; dense. vave. + Ofaroom: Full of dense 
alr. 

1596 SuHaks. 1 Hen. JV, u. iv. 1 Come out of that fat 
roome. 1659 Loverace Poenzs (1864) 186 When a fat mist 
we view, we coughing run, 1697 Drypen Virg. Past. vu. 

t Make fat with Frankincense the sacred Vires. 1837 

MERSON Addr., Amer. Schol. Wks. Il. 189 Public and 
private avarice make the air we breathe thick and fat. 

+d. See quot. Ods. 

1683 Moxon Dict. Printing, Fat Ashes, Founders call 
their Ashes Fat, if they are considerably Heavy, because 
then they have much Mettle in them. 

8. Fat oil or ozls: in various senses (see quots.). 

¢1790 Imison Sch. Art II. 37 Take four ounces of fat oil, 
very clear, and made of good linseed oil. 1838 T. THomson 
Chem. Org. Bodies 433 Fat oils become solid by long ex- 
posure. 1875 J. C. Witcocks Sea Fisherman 179 Train- 
oil, aname given to it on the spot to distinguish it from 
whale, or seal oil..called fat-oz7. 1877 Watts Dict. Chem. 
IV. 179 Fat or fixed oils. .resemble one another in not being 
capable of distilling without decomposition. 

III. With reference to the amount of produce 


or supply. 

9. Yielding or capable of yielding excellent and 
abundant returns. a. Of land: Fertile, rich. 

1393 Lancu. P. PZ. C. xin. 224 On fat londes and ful of 
donge foulest wedes groweth. ¢ 1420 Padlad. on Hush. 1.72 
To see thi lande.. fatte and swete, 1562 Turner //erbal 
u,1x2b, The fat ground. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. 1. i. (1673) 
5 The blood of Christians making the Churches soil more 
fat and fertile. 1777 Ropertson ist. Amer. (1783) I. 98 
The roots..multiply amazingly with the heat of the climate 
in a fat soil. 1827 Pottox Course T. 1, Turned fat lands 
To barrenness. 185x D, Jerrotp St, Giles xi, 103 The 
broad, fat fields of Kent lay smiling in the sun. 





FAT. 


b. of a source of income (e.g. a benefice, office). 
€1380 Wycur Sel. Wks. 11. 519 3if be benefice be faat. 
1581 Mutcaster Posztions xli. (1887) 250 To leaue his old 
poore place for a fatterrowme. 1642 Mitton Afo/. Smect, 
(1851) 305, I would wish him the biggest and the fattest 
Bishoprick. 1710 STEELE Tatler No. 228 Px A worthy Gen- 
tleman has lately offered mea fat Rectory. 1852 THACKERAY 
Esmond \. iii, ‘Church! priesthood! fat living!’ 1883 
American V1. 38 Congress as the creator of fat jobs. 1884 
Manch. Exam. 17 Nov. 5/3 His fat sheriffship. 

ce. of a dispute or suit at law. 

1644 Mitton £duc. (1738) 136 The promising and pleasing 
thoughts of litigious terms, fat contentions, and flowing 
fees. 1646 J. Cooke Vind. Law 26 A recreation which they 
have .. to recreate the spirit of the Judges and Advocates, 
which they calla Fat case. 1858 CartyLe Predk. Gt. (1865) 
I, 11. xiii. 219 Never was such a Lawsuit—so fat an affair 
for the aftorney species. 

+d. Of a prisoner: That can pay a good 
ransom. Obs. rare. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 123b, So with greate riches, and fatte 
prisoners, he returned again to Paris. 

e. Typog. Hat take, fat work, in type-setting, 
work or a piece of work especially profitable to 
the compositor who works by the piece. Hence, 
frat page: one having many blank lines or spaces. 

10. Well supplied with what is needful or desir- 


able. +a. Of a person: Affluent, wealthy. Obs. 

1611 Bisie Ps. xcii. 14 They [the righteous] shalbe fat, 
& flourishing. a@xzzoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fat Cull, 
a rich fellow. @1716 Sourn(J.) Persons grown fat and 
wealthy by along and successful imposture. @ 1764 Lioyp 
Fam. Epistle Jr. Hanbury's Ho. 19 Mark the fat Cit, whose 
good round sum, Amounts at least to half a Plumb. 

b. Of things: Abundant, plentiful; esf. of a 
feast, pasture, etc. Also, Well-stocked. 

1563 Homilies u. Gluttony & Drunkenness (1859) 306 He 
that loveth wine and fat fare shall never be rich. 1577 
Ho.insueD Chron. 1. 185 The best and fattest pasturages. 
1596 Datrympte tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot.v. (1887) 267 Finalie 
he returnes with a fatt praii. 161z Brste Zzck. xxxiv. 14 In 
a fat pasture shall they feede. 1677 YARRANTON Lug. 
Improv. 28 Scotland is a thin and lean Kingdom. . England 
is a fat Kingdom, a@17g0 Franxiin Way to Wealth, 
A fat kitchen makes a lean will. 

IV. ll. Displaying the characteristics of a fat 
animal ; slow-witted, indolent, self-complacent. 

1588 Suaxs. L. LZ. L. v. ii. 268 Wel-liking wits they haue, 
grosse, grosse, fat, fat. 1602 — Hawt. 1.v. 32 Duller should’st 
thou be then the fat weede That rots it selfe in ease.. 
Would’st thou not stirre in this. 16rx Brste /sa. vi. 10 
Make the heart of this people fat, and make their eares 
heauy, and shut their eyes. @1616 Braum. & Fr, Wit 
without Money 1. i, Grounding their fat faiths upon old 
country proverbs. 1790 Burke Ws. (1871) II. 373 The fat 
stupidity and gross ignorance. 1819 SHeLtEy Peter Bell 
1v. xxi, With loose fat smile, The willing wretch sat wink- 
ing there. @1854 J. Witson(W.), How could it enter into 
his fat heart to conceive [etc.]. 1879 Temple Bar Mag. No. 
227 A fat smile of complacent wisdom on his face. 

V. 12. With the senses mixed. 

€1325 Poem Times Edw, I 188 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 

32 The frere wole to the direge, if the cors Is fat. 1596 
ass: 1 Hen. IV, 1. iv. 559-60 Sher. A grosse fat man. 
Car. Asfatas Butter. 1611 Biste Ps. cxix. 70 Their heart 
is as fat as grease. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. v. xix. 
437 These countreys were fat enough to be stewed in their 
own liquour. . a 1732 Gay Songs § Ball., New Song on New 
Similies, My cheeks as fat as butter grown. 

VI. Combinations. 

13. Parasynthetic (chiefly in sense 2), as fat- 
backed, -barked, -beneficed (sense 9), -brained (sense 
2 or 11), fat-cheeked, -eyebrowed, -fleshed, -hearted 
(sense 2 or 11), fat-kedneyed, -legged, -paunched 
(sense 2 b), -ramped, -tacled, adjs. Also Fat- 


FACED, FAT-WITTED. 

1607 A, Brewer Lingua ut. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley IX. 386 
Your. .*fat-backed..drones. 1616-61 Hotypay Persius 297 
‘Armes, and the man I sing.’ Perchance you’l dare To call 
this frothy, *fat-bark’d[L. cortice pingui]? 1634 ‘E. Knorr’ 
Charity Maintained 1. vi. § 2t Such *fat-beneficed Bishops. 
1597 Drayton Mortimeriados 69 *Fat-braind Fleamings. 
1580 Hottysanp Treas. Fr. Tong, Fouffiu, *fat cheeked. 
isot Percivat, Sf. Dict., *Fat eie browed. 1863 Miss 
Power Avab. Days § N.109 Those ‘ *fat-fleshed’ fair ones. 
1607 Hirron Wes. I. 230 The *fat-hearted Israelites. 1596 
Suaxs. 1 Hen. IV, 1. ii. 5 Peace ye *fat-kidney’d Rascall. 
1719 D’Urrey Pills VI. 351 Glud [sic] Kate and *fat legged 
Lissey. 1891 R. Kirrinc City Dreadf. Né. 72 Quaint 
houses, with fat-legged balustrades on the roofs, 1563 
Foxe A. § MM, 1691/2 The *fat panched bishop. 1842 
Biscnorr Woollen Manuf, 11. 289 The head is like that of 
the *fat-rumped [sheep]. Jéid. II. 320 The Doomba, or 
*fat-tailed sheep of Cabool. 

14. Special comb., as fat-bird, a name (@) of 
the Guacharo Steatornis caripensis; (b) of the 
Pectoral Sandpiper Actodromas maculata (U.S.) ; 
fat-face, (a) a term of abuse; (0) Zyfog. fat-face, 
less commonly fat letter (see quot. 1841), and 
attrib. ; fat-fed a., fed up to fatness: of a man, 
full-fleshed ; also ¢ransf.; fat-guts, one having 
a big belly, used as a term of abuse, also attrto. ; 
fat-headed, (a) having a fat head; (0) dull, 
stupid; fat-lute; fat-rascal (see quots.); + fat- 
sagg a., hanging down with fat; + fat-ware, 
cattle fatted for market. Also, Far-HBAD, 

1741 Ricuarpson Pamela (1824) I. 179 Answer me, *fat- 
face! 1841 Savace Dict. Printing, Fat Face or Fat Letter 
is a letter with a broad stem, 1871 Amer. Encycl, Printing, 
Fat-Jface Letter, Letter with a broad face. 1607 TorsELL 


FAT. 


Four-/. Beasts 181 This kind of Dog ., is mighty, grosse, 
and *fat fed. 1616 Tyvav. Eng. Pilger. in Harl. Mise. 
(Malh.) III. 329 Fat-fed friars. 1648 Herrick //esfer. I. 

204 The fat-fed smoking temple. 1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. IV, 
Il. ii. 32 Peace ye *fat guttes, lye downe. 1682 N. O. 
Boileau's Lutrin w.278 Till fat-guts Everard open’d, and 
quite marr’d it. 1853 Hicker tr. Avistoph. (1872) I1. 536 
Pray sit down here, you fat guts. ¢1s10 Gest Robyn Hode 
11. 38 With that cam in a *fat-heded monke. 1603 H. 
Crosse Vertues Commi. (1878) 99 The lazie Monkes, and 
fat-headed Friers. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa Wks. 1883 
VIII. 188 This I leave to thy own fat-headed prudence. 
1768 Life §& Adv. of Sir Barth, Lapskuli Il. 66 The 
fat-headed majority, intoxicated by the fumes of excess, 
1820 W. IrvinG Sketch Lk. Christmas Dinner (1865) 276 
A fat-headed old gentleman next him. 1883 W. BromLry 
Davenport in 19¢/ Cent. Sept. 402 A few obese fat-headed 
carp. 1858 Stmmonps Dict. Trade, *Fat-lute,a mixture of 
pipeclay and linseed oil for filling joints. 1868 ATKINSON 
Cleveland Gloss., * Fat-rascal, a kind of rich tea-cake com- 
pounded with butter or cream..and with currants inter- 
mingled. 1604 Mippitrron Black Bk, Wks. 1886 VIII. 12 
With her *fat-sagg chin hanging down like a cow's udder. 
1601 HoLianp Péiny xvi. xxiv, These forsooth they feed 
in mue, and franke them up like *fat-ware, with good corn- 
meale. 

B. 5b.2 

1. The adj. used aéso/. The fat part of anything. 
+ Rarely in £2. 

1393 Lanoi. P. Pl. C. xxit. 280 That cast for to kele 
acrokke and saue pe fatte aboue. 1535 CoverpaLe Lev. 
xvii. 6 Burne the fat for a swete sauoure vnto the Lord. 
¢ 1540 in Vicary's Anat. (1888) App. ix. 222 Take the fatte 
of capons or hennys. 1616 Surre. & Marxn, Country 
Farme 31 He shall make prouision of Fats, or of the mar- 
rowes of the bones of Mutton. 1667 Mirron 7. Z. x1. 439 
Then sacrificing, laid The Inwards and thir Fat .. On the 
cleft Wood. 1796 Mrs. GLasse Cookery xiv. 238 Pour the 
fat out of the pan. 1890 Mrs. Breeton Cookery Bh. 19/1 
Droppings of fat and gravy..fall from the roast meat. 

2. In various ¢vansf. senses : + a. The soft part 
of a fruit or tree. 

1575 Turperv. Fazlconrie 278 Anoynting the ende of 
the borowed feather in the fatte of a figge. 1577 B. Goocr 
Heresbach’s Husb, 1. (1586) 110 The fat, the softest and 
the woorst part of the tree. 


th. Zhe fat of glass: = Fr. suin de verre, SAN- 
DIVER, GLASS-GALL. Ods. 

1578 Lyre tr. Dodoens’ Herbal 116 That which .. 
swimmeth upon the stuffe whereof Glasses are made, is now 
called in Shoppes A -xuagia vitri: in English, the fatte or 
floure of Glasse. 

e. The richest or most nourishing part of any- 
thing; the choicest produce (ofthe earth). Hence 
also, Plenty, suwperabundance. Ods. exc. in phrase 
(To eat, live on) the fat of the land. 

1570-6 LAMBARDE Peramd. Kent (1826) 223 This Realme 
.. wanted neither the favour of the Sunne, nor the fat of 
the Soile. 16x Biste Gex. xlv. 18 Ye shall eat the fat 
of the land. — Deut, xxxii, 14 The fat of kidneis of 
wheat. 1623 Massincer Boxdman 1. ii, In this plenty, 
And fat of peace. 1640 J. Dyke Worthy Commun. 188 The 
fat and moysture of the earth. 1661 Lovett Hist. Anine 
& Min. Introd., Sulphurs, which are the fat of the earth. 
1832 L. Hunt Poems Pref. 9 We have the poetry..of the 
‘fat of the land’ in Thomson. 1857 TRoLtopr Three Clerks 
xiv, For thirteen years he has lived on the fat of the 
land. 

3. a. The oily concrete substance of which the 
fat parts of animal bodies are chiefly composed ; 
any particular variety of this substance. Often 
modified by a sb, prefixed, as deef-, candle-, cow-, 
mutton-, ox-, etc. fat. b. Chem. Any of a class of 
organic compounds of which animal fat is the type. 

1539 in Rogers Agric. § Prices III. 285/4, 1593 Ludlow. 
Candle fat 1231b. @ /23. 1552 Hutort, Fatte or grease, 
sagina, 1731 ArBuTHNoT A Ziments ii. 44 This Membrane 
separates an oily Liquor call’d Fat. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. 
Hist. (1776) IV. 4 The muscles of the body are very 
strong, and without fat. 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anti. Kingd. 
(ed. 4) 848 But, beneath the skin, fat has been accumulated 
in prodigious quantities. 1860-1 Fro. NiGHTINGALE Nursing 
50 Butter is the lightest kind of animal fat. 1884 Atheneum 
12 Apr. 465/r Fats were dear in the early time. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Fat, a greasy substance consisting of carbon, 
hydrogen, and a little oxygen..Fats are contained in both 
plants and animals and are compounds of glycerin with 
acids, chiefly palmitic, oleic, or stearic. 1891 Brit. Med. 
Frnl, Suppl. 78/x Fats are digested with the expenditure 
of a small amount of energy. 

e. Phrases: + Zo lick the fat from the beard of: 
to forestall the results of (a person’s) enterprise or 
industry. + Zhe fat fits from (a man’s) beard: 
he lets go the advantage he has gained. (AJ//) the 
fatis in the fire: in early use expressing that a 
design has irremediably failed; now used when 
some injudicious act has been committed that is 
sure to provoke a violent explosion of anger. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 169 b, Other. .marchantes, .sore abhor- 
ryng the Italian nacion, for mes ba the fat from their 
beardes, and taking from them their accustomed livyng. 
1562 J. Hevwoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 6 Than farewell 
riches, the fat is in the fire. /éd. 7 Blame me not to haste, 
for feare..the fat cleane flit fro my berde. 1579 SrENSER 
Sheph. Cal. Sept. 123 But they that shooten neerest the 
pricke Sayne, other the fat from their beards doen lick. 
1644 Ormonde Le#é. in Carte Life (1735) III. 281, I hear 
nothing of the armes, ammunition or provisions, without all 
which all the fat is in the fire. 1797 Wotcorr (P. Pindar) 
Livery of London Wks. 1812 III. 449 Should we once com- 
plain The fat will all bein the fire. 1850 CARLYLE Latter-d, 
Pamph, iv, 4 The fat in the fire will be a thing worth look- 
ing at. 
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4. The habit of body marked by the deposition 
of fat ; corpulence, obesity. 

1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 45 The two first [women] were 
very handsom, a little inclining to Fat. 

5. In the phraseology of various trades or occupa- 
tions, applied to especially lucrative kinds of 
work. +a. (see quot.a@1700). b. Printing (see 
quot. 1841). ©. Mewspaper (sce quot. 1890). d. 
Theatrical, a part with good lines and telling 
situations, which gives the player an opportunity 
of appearing to advantage. 

a. axzjo0 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fat, the last landed, 
inned or stow'd of any sort of Merchandize..so called by 
the several Gangs of Water-side-Porters. 1785 in GRosE 
Dict. Vilg. Tongue. 

1796 Grose Dict. Vule. Tongue (ed. 3), Hat amongst 
printers means void spaces. 1841 SAvAGE Dict. Printing, 
Fat, with compositors, short pages, blank pages, and 
light open matter: with pressmen, light forms, forms that 
require one pull at wooden presses. 

c. 1890 Answers 6 Dec. 24 If he [the liner] has a piece 
of ‘fat’ (that is, a good piece of exclusive news). 

d. 1883 Referee 18 Mar. 2/4 They have nothing to do, 
all the fat having been seized by Terry. 1885 W.C. Day 
Behind the Footlights 116 Lest any of his ‘fat’ should be 
lost through the self grimaces of his fellow comedian. 

6. attrib. and Comb. a. attrib., as fat-basts, -cell, 
-corpuscle, -deposit, -drop, -gland, -globule, -granule, 
-vesicle ; fat-like adj. 

1847-9 Topp Cycl. Anat. IV. 129/1 Growths of “fat- 
basis. 1845 G. E. Day tr. Simon's Anim. Chent I. 355 
Some..presented a resemblance to conglomerate *fat-cells. 
1847-9 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1V. 96/1 Deposition of peculiar 
altered “fat-corpuscles. J/ézd., The relationship of “fat- 
deposit to the morbid changes in Bright’s disease. 1841-71 
T. R. Jones Anim, Kingd. (ed. 4) 44 Dark globules, resem- 
bling *fat-drops. 1866 Chambers’ Encycl. s. v. Skin, The 
sebaceous or *fat glands. 1846 G, E. Day tr. Szson’s 
Anim. Chen. V1. 326 *Fat-globules were detected under 
the microscope. 1847-9 Topp Cycl. Anat. IV. 130/2 We 
have occasionally seen *fat granules in these tumours. 
1709 Buair in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 95 A *fat-like Sub- 
stance, 1845 Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat. I. ili. 82 The 
*fat vesicle of the human subject. > 

b. objective, as fat-engendering, -reducing adjs. 

1883 Kvowl. 20 July 34/2 *Fat-engendering repose. 1883 

Ibid. 27 July 49/2 Dangerous *fat-reducing systems. 

ec. Special combs., as fat-free a., free from fat ; 
fat-gude, Shetland dial. (see quot.); fat-trap, 
a device for catching fat in drains, etc. 

1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 160 The dog 
and the rat can live on *fat-free meat alone. 1860 BALFour 
Odal Rights & Feudal Wrongs 114 *Fatgude, a term used 
in Zetland for the Butter or Oil paid tothe Donatary. 1884 
Health Exhib. Catal. 55/1 Gullies and *Fat-Traps, 

Fat (fet), v. Forms: 1 féttian, 3 south. 
vetten, 4 fatten, 4-6 fatte, (5 faat, 6 fate), 3, 6- 
fat. [OE. fettian, f. fett Fat a.] 

+1. trans. As lit. rendering of Heb. jw  dishshen, 
Vulg. zmpinguare: To anoint, ‘make fat’ (the 
head); to load (an altar) with fat. Obs. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. xxiifi]. 5 Du faettades in ele heafud min. 
ax300 £. EF. Psalter xxiii]. 5 Pou fatted in oli mi heved 
ywhit. 1382 Wyciir Ecclus. xxxv. 8 The offring of the 
ri3twis fatteth the auter. 1698 Norris Pract. Disc. 1V. 
114 The Sacrifices with which they fatted their Altars. 

+b. To bedaub with fat or grease; hence, 
transf. to cover thickly. Ods. rare. 

a 1661 Hotypay Fxuvenal iii. 42 Durt fats my thighs. 

2. intr. To grow or become fat. Also ¢o fat up. 

a 1225 Ancr, R. 128 Nout ase swin ipund ine sti uorte 
uetten & forte greaten a3ein pe cul of per eax. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. D. P. R. v. xli. (1495) 158 Yf the mylte 
mynysshyth and fadyth, the body fattyth. 1577 B. Goocr 
Heresbach's Hush. 1. (1586) 16x The harder they [fowl] 
lie, the sooner they fatte. 1607 TorsELt Mour-f. Beasts 
(1673) 466 Ifthey fat of their own accord, it hath been found 
that the tail of one of these Sheep have weighed ten or 
twenty pound. 1794 WasHincton Left, Writings 1892 
XIII. 24 The hogs which have been fatting. 1807 VAN- 
COUVER Agric. Devon (1813) 355 Proper time being allowed, 
[they] will commonly fat to six score per quarter. 1825 
Cospett Ruy. Rides 467 They were fatting on the grass. 

Jig. c 1000 Ags. Ps. \xiv. 13 [Ixv. 12] Faettiad endas woe- 
stennes. a1300 £. £. Psalter ibid., Fat sal faire of wildernes. 
c spre Song Husband. 32 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 151 
Falsshipe fatteth, 1596 J. Norpen Progr. Pietie (1847) 
739 The heaviness of sin, wherein they lie fatting in all 
delights. 1631 R. H. Arvvaignm. Whole Creature xv. § 1. 
251 Vanities, on which our Prodigall eates, but neyther 
feeds, fils, nor fats. 

3. trans. To make fat, fatten; usually, to feed 
(animals) for use as food. Also ¢o fat up. 

13.. Z£. E. Allit. P. B. 56, & my fédde foulez [arn] 
fatted with scla3t. c1420 Padllad. on Hush. 1. 562 To faat 
hem is avayling and plesaunte. 1515 BarcLtay Zgloges i. 
(1570) Avj/3 When they [our hogges] be fatted by costes 
and labour. 156r T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 137, 
A heard of swine: which they [Anabaptistes] fondly ine 
to haue ben fatted vp by the Lord. 1612 Dekker //7¢ be not 
good Wks. 1873 III. 275 Churles..fat their rancke gutts 
whilest poor wretches pine. «@ 1633 LENNARD tr. Charrvon's 
Wisd. 1. xiii. § 5 (1670) 436 The..presence of the Master, 
saith the Proverb, fatteth the horse and the land. +769 
Gray Frul. in Lakes Wks. 1884 I. 278 Numbers of black 
cattle are fatted here. 1774 GoLtpsm. Nat, Hist. (1776) V. 
172 The first who fatted up the peacock for the feasts of the 
luxurious. 1877 Barinc-Goutp JZyst. Suffering 48 His 
ideal of beauty .. was woman fatted on milk till she could 
not walk, 

absol. c 1440 Secrees, Prose version (E.E. T.S.), Ppese fattys 
and moystes: Rest of body, gladnesse of wyl [etc.]. 1584 
Lyty Campasfe 1. ii, [Apelles] proueth that muche easier 











FATAL. 


it is to fatte by colours, and telles of birdes that haue 
beene fatted by paynted grapes, 

jig. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sompn. T. 172 Who so wol preye, 
he moot..fatte his soule and make his body lene. 1553 
Short Catech. in Liturgies, etc. Edw. VI (Parker Soc.) 
525 If they be watered, and fatted with the dew of Gods 
word, 1633 G. Hersert Temple, Odour ii, This broth of 
smells, that feeds and fats my minde. 

b. vefl. lt. and fig. 

1567 Drant Horace Epist. iii. C vj, A long deuoued cowe 
Which graseth here..And fattes her selfe for you. 1603 
Knoties Hist. Turks (1621) 43 Fatting themselves with 

reat and gainfull offices. 1679 Penn Addr. Prot. u. Vv. 
(652) 179 She .. hath fatted herself with the Flesh of 
Saints. 

ce. Said of the food, 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 61 Dieting pat fattib & makib 
him glad. 1528 Paynet Salerne’s Regim. Qiijb, The 
substance or meate of cheries..fattethe the bodye. 1633 
J. Fisner Fuimus Troes Prol. in Hazl. Dodsley X11. 451 
Making your huge trunks To fat our crows. 1708 J. 
CHAMBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit. 1. 1. ili. (1743) 24 Knot-grass 
..its long knots will fat swine, 1829 Bone Manure} Rep. 
Doncast. Com. 25 This improved and fatted the sheep. 

absol. 1828 PayneL Salerne’s Regim. G ij, Grene chese 
nourysheth and fattethe. 

4. To fat off: to fatten for sale or slaughter. 

1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts (ed. 2) Il. 90 Bull 
steers..fed with hay during the labouring part of their 
lives..then fatted off. 1850 ¥rnl. R. Agric. Soc. XI. un. 
679 Decided to fat off the wethers as early as possible. 

5. To enrich (the soil) with nutritious or stimu- 
lating elements ; to fertilize. 

1362 Turner Herbad u. 52b, Horned clauer..fatteth the 
grownde. 1594 Birunpevit Z-ve7e. v. (ed. 7) 564 The floud 
Nilus, which by his inundations doth yeerely..fatte the 
country of Egypt. a@ 1639 W. WuHaTeLry Prototyfes 1. lv. 
(1640) 30 If the sheepes dung did not fat the ground. 1648 
Gace West Ind. xviii. (1655) 135 Which with the ashes left 
after the burning fatteth the ground. 1808 J. Bartow 
Columb. v. 660 Till Austria’s titled hordes, with their own 
gore, Fat the fair fields they lorded long before. 

Fatal (féi:tal), cz. Also 4 fathel, 5-6 Sc. fatell, 
6-7 fatall. fad. L. fatal-zs, f. fatum Fare. Cf. 
Fr. fatal.] 

+1. Allotted or decreed by fate or destiny ; 
destined, fated. Const. Zo, unto. Obs. 

1374 Cuaucer Troylus v. 1 The fathel destyne, That 
Joves hath in disposicioune. ¢1430 Lypc. Bochas w. xiv. 
(1554) 114.a, Was neuer seine prince nor princesse That more 
proudly toke their fatal death. 1513 Doucras 4xets x1. 
Prol. 178 Prynce Enee, That, for his fatale cuntre, of behest 
Sa feill dangeris sustenit. c1610 Sir J. Metvi Mew. 
(1683) 67 It appeared to be fatal to him, to like better of 
flatterers .. than plain speakers. 1658 Row1ianp Mou/fet's 
Theat. Ins. 909 Obnoxious to.. very much rain, a thing 
fatall to Islands. 1663-78 Burter Hud. 1. iii. 530 It was 
Still fatal to stout Hudibras..when least He dreamt of it 
to prosper best. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 104 With perpetual 
inrodes to allarme, Though inaccessible, his fatal ‘Throne. 
1713 BentLey Collins’ Freethinking \, xxvi. 142 It is fatal 
to our author ever to blunder when he talks of Egypt. 


+2. Condemned by fate ; doomed. Const. Zo. 

1s09 Hawes Past. Pleas. vii. ii, More lyker.. Unto a place 
which is celestiall, Than to a certayne mancion fatall. 
¢ 1592 Martowe Massacre at Paris 1. iv, Now have we 
got the fatal, straggling deer Within. .a deadly toil. 1602 
Warner Alb, Eng. x. liv. (1612) 242 The Guizian Scot Fatall 
to Seaes of blood. @1634 RaNnbotpH Amyntas 1v. viii, 
A fatall oake, at which great Jove Levels his thunder. 
1668 DavENANT Man's the Master 11. i, She, whose fatal 
and unexperienc’d heart too soon believ’d thy many oaths, 

3. Of the nature of fate; resembling fate in 
mode of action; proceeding by a fixed order or 
sequence ; inevitable, necessary. 

1605 CampEn Renz. 33 As though,.fatall necessitie con- 
curred..with voluntary motion in giving the name. 1610 
Hearey St. Aug. Citie of God v. ix. (1620) 198 Euery 
cause is not fatall, because there are causes of chance, 
nature and will. 1663 J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 134 
Nature is a blind and fatal Agent. 1751 JorTIN Ser. 
(1771) II. i. 14 We must not charge our transgressions upon 
a fatal necessity. 1863 HawtHorne Our Old Home 11 
What a hardy plant was Shakspeare’s genius, how fatal 
its development. 1874 Mivart in Contenip. Rev. Oct. 776 
‘Instinct’ is ‘ fatal’ but ddind, 

4. Concerned or dealing with destiny. Of agents: 
Controlling the destinies of men. (Zhe) fatal 
dames, ladies, sisters: the Fates, or Parce. Zhe 
fatal thread: that supposed to be spun by the 
Fates, determining the length of a man’s life; so 
Jatal web, fatal shears. 

1447 BokenHam Seyutys (Roxb.) 8 Not to hastyly My 
fatal threed a sundyr smyte. 1552 Hutoet, Fatal ladies, 
parce. a159z R. D. Hyfnerotomachia 9b, Abiding the 
proofe of their paine and the cutting in Sunder of their 
fatall thread. 1622 FLirrcHer Spanish Curate ww. Vv, 
Fatall Dames, that spin mens threds out. 1624 Hey- 
woop Gunatk. 1. 45 The Parcz (or fatall Goddesses) are 
three. 1704 S. Dare in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 210 
Death cut the fatal thread of life. 1708 Pore Ode St. 
Cecilia 94 How wilt thou now the fatal sisters move? 
az7zx M, Prior Turtle & Sparrow 56 Nor Birds nor 
Goddesses can move The just Behests of Fatal Jove. 1880 
Brewer Reader's Hand-bk. 323/2 The three Fatal Sisters 
were Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos. 

+b. Prophetic. Ods. 

1503 Hawes Lxamp. Virt. vii. 129 Poetes that were 
fatall. xg09 — Past. Pleas. vm. ili, They [the poets].. 
Pronounced trouthe under cloudy figures, By the inventyon 
of theyr fatall scriptures. 1614 Ravetcu //ist. World II. 
393 They..taking direction. .from the fatall Bookes, burned 
alive two men, 1635 Cowrey Davideis 1. 917. As he 
[Balam] went his fatal ‘Tongue to sell. 


FATALISM. 


+e. Foreboding or indicating mischief; ominous. 
1s90 Martowe 22d Pt. Tamburl, ww. iii, The black and 
fatal ravens. 591 Suaxs. 1 Hex. VJ, m1. i. 195 Now I 
feare that fatall Prophecie. 1628 WitHer Brit. Rememd, 
35 Such fatall fowles As croking Ravens. 1658 WILLSFoRD 
Natures Secrets 173 For seven nights after his death, there 
was heard hideous howling.., fatal Birds screaking in their 
Cities. /é7zd. 188 These fatal Meteors are great motives to 
humble Man, to make him repent. 
5. Fraught with destiny; fateful. Often with 


mixture of 6 or 7. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Man of Law's T, 163 The woful day fatal is 
come, ¢1430 Lypc. Bochas t. viii. (1544) 13 Her father had 
fatal heere. .the which did him assure Manly to fyght ayeinst 
his mortal foone. c 1470 Henry Wallace iv. 294 With out 
respyt cummyn was thair fatell houris. 1548 HALL Chron. 
115 The fatall daie of her obstinacie was come. 1612 
Monnterennie 4677 Chron. in ATisc. Scot. 1. 7 Who trans- 
ported the marble fatall chayre to Westminster, 1667 
Mitton P. ZL. 1. 725 The Snakie Sorceress.. kept the fatal 
Key. 1713 Appison Cafo 1. iii, What anxious moments 
pass between The birth of plots, and their last fatal periods. 
1828 Scorr /, AZ. Perth xix, The fatal spot where the 
unlucky Bonnet-maker’s body was lying. 1863 KincLAKE 
Crimea (1876) I. xi. 179 In these same fatal days the 
Emperor Nicholas did much to bring his good faith into 
question, 

6. Producing or resulting in death, destruction, 
or irreversible ruin, material or immaterial ; deadly, 
destructive, ruinous. Const. 70. Also in phrase 


to prove fatal (to). 

1s14 Barctay Cyt. §& Uplondyshm, (Percy Soc.) 10 That 
fatal fruyte which kyndled all theyr care. 1685-8 Roxd. 
Ball. Vi1. 454 O that my sorrows were ended, by the most 
fatalest hand. 1692 Drypen Sz. Evremont’s Ess. 24 Sus- 
picions fatal to the merit of Strangers. 1732 ARBUTHNOT 
Rules of Diet iv. 369 A Palsy..when it seizeth the Heart, 
or Organs of Breathing, [is] fatal. 1759 Roperrson H7st, 
Scot. I. u. 87 His death was fatal to the Catholic religion. 
1781 Cowper Charity 144 A stroke as fatal as the scythe of 
Death. 1791 Mrs, Rapciirre Rom. Horest i, A removal 
in her present state must be fatal, 1803 Jed. Frnd. X. 315 
Influenza. .is by nomeans a fatal disease. 1838 ‘THIRLWALL 
Greece V. 80 The Spartan power had suffered a fatal blow. 
1862 H. Spencer /irst Princ. 1. ii. § 14 To carry away this 
conclusion..would bea fatal error. JZod. A fatal accident 
occurred on Monday. 
. Of a weapon, bait, etc.: Sure to kill, 
deadly. 

1599 Suaxs. //en. V, y. ii. 17 Your eyes which hitherto haue 
borne In them..The fatall Balls of murthering Basiliskes, 
1774 Go.psm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 293 Acrooked sting... 
that fatal instrument which renders this insect so formid- 
able. 1879 Jerreries Wild Life in S.C. 358 A gudgeon 
is a fatal bait. Nothing is so certain to take. 

7. The hyperbolical use of the word in sense 6 
gives rise to a weakened sense: Causing serious 


harm, disastrous, gravely mischievous. 

Cf. F. fatal, which is often used in a trivial manner un- 
known in English. 

1681 Drypen Ads. & Achit. 146 By their Monarch’s fatal 
mercy grown, From Pardon’d Rebels, Kinsmen, 1758 S, 
Haywarp Sevm. xvii. 513 Incredible, did not fatal experi- 
ence too much shewit. 1794S. Wittiams Vermont 181 Wars 
had also a fatal influence on population. 1845 CARLYLE 
Cromwell (1871) I. Introd. 42 To develop itself in other still 
fataler ways. 1855 Macautay “7st. Eng. IV. 371 Never 
would such disasters have befallen the monarchy but for 
the fatal law which [etc.]. 1862 Mrs. Browninc Last Poems, 
Ld, Walter's Wife x, Now, you no longer are fatal, but 
ugly and hateful. 

8. Comb. with pr. and pa. pples., as fatal-looking ; 
also (quasi-adv.) in fatal-boding, -plotted. 

1888 SuHaxs. 77¢, A. u. iil. 47 Giue the King this fatall 
plotted Scrowle. 1594 Lopce Wounds Civ. War ut. i. in 
Hazl. Dodsley VII. 149 The screech-owl chants her fatal- 
boding lays. 1839 CarLyLe Chartism i, Brandishing pike 
and torch (one knows not in which case more fatal- 


looking). 
+9. sb.inZ/. Fatal persons or things. Zhe three 


Fatals : the three Fates or Parez. Ods. 

1560 RoLianp Crt. Venus 1. 556 The thre fatales. did. 
nt. 985 Thir Fatallis thre..bad me pas, stand to my destinie. 
1652 GAULE AZagastrom. 162 Providence is in the ordering 
of casuals as well as fatals. 


Fatalism (féi-taliz’m). 

Fr. fatalisme, It. fatalismo.] 
1, The belief in fatality ; the doctrine that all 
things are determined by fate; a particular form 


of this doctrine. 

In early use not distinguished from ‘the doctrine of 
necessity’, i.e, the doctrine that all events take place in 
accordance with unvarying laws of causation. In strict 
etymological propriety, and in the best modern usage, it is 
restricted to the view which regards events as predetermined 
by an arbitrary decree. 

1678 Cupwortu /7#el/. Syst. 6 We shall oppose those three 
Fatalisms..as so many false Hypotheses of the Mundane 
System. 1733 Berketey 7h. Vision § 6 Pantheism, 
Materialism, Fatalism are nothing but Atheism a little 
disguised. 1774 Fietcner Hist, Ess. Wks. 1795 IV. 20 
Fatalism, in which the greatest Infidels unanimously 
shelter themselves. 1829 Lytron Deverenx 1. v, You are 
..a believer in the fatalism of Spinosa, 1876 L, STEPHEN 
Eng. Thought 18th Cent. (1881) I. 298 Fatalism assumes 
what necessity excludes, the existence of an arbitrary ele- 
ment in the universe. ae 

2. Acquiescence in the decree of fate; submission 


to everything that happens as inevitable. 

«1734 Nortu Lives II. 61 marg., A Turk convinced 
against fatalism. 1835 THirtwaLt Greece I. vi. 194 The 
fatalism of the Greeks was very remote. .from the dogma, 
1871 Mortey Carlyle Crit. Misc. (1878) 188 This acquies- 
cence which is really not so far removed from fatalism, 


[f. prec. + -Ism. Cf. 
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Fatalist (fé'talist). 
Fr. fataliste.] 

1. One who holds the doctrine of fatalism; one 
who believes that all things happen by inevitable 
necessity. 

1650 R. Gett Sev. 8 Aug. 38 The most notorious 
Fatalists. 1722 Wottaston Relig, Nat. v. 105 They [the 
ancients] were generally fatalists. 1887 T. FowLer Prince. 
Morals 1. ix, The Fatalist, as distinguished from the 
Determinist, imagines himself to be completely at the mercy 
of some external power, 

2. One whose conduct is regulated by fatalism ; 
one who accepts every event as an inevitable ne- 
cessity. 

a1734 Nortu Lives III. 61 It is commonly known that 
the Turks are fatalists. 1763 Scrarron /xdostan (1770) 115 
Those who know what strong fatalists these eastern 
people are. 1848 Macautay “77st. Eng. II, 185 The con- 
fidence which the heroic fatalist placed in his high destiny. 
1883 Ouiwa Wanda I. 202 ‘ What a fatalist you are.’ 

3. attr7b. or adj. = next. 

1843 J. Martineau Chr. Life (1867) 407 Every Fatalist.. 
scheme destroys merit, 1850 Kincstey Ad¢, Locke i, He 
preached ‘ higher doctrine’, i. e., more fatalist and antinomian 
than his gentler colleague. 1865 Cornh. Mag. Apr. 403 The 
fatalist resignation..now quieted him, 1874 Lapy Herr- 
BERT H7bner’s Ramble i. ii. (1878) 513 The moral basis of 
society lies in a fatalist submission. 

Fatalistic (fé'talistik), a ([f. prec. + -10.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of fatalism. 

1832 CoLeRIDGE Jadle-t, (1835) II. 29 Are you a Christian, 
and talk about a crisis in that fatalistic sense? 1838 
Blackw, Mag. XUV. 240 The fatalistic forces of nature. 
1859 Gro. Exior A. Bede 197 A fatalistic view of jug-break- 
ing. 186r THornBurY Tyner (1862) I, 12 The doctrine of 
innate tendencies they deride as. .fatalistic. B30 

Hence Fatali'stically adv., in a fatalistic manner; 
according to the fatalistic doctrine ; like a fatalist. 

1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. i. § 2. 267 Power. .workin 
fatalistically for given ends, 1884 J. Parker Afost. Life 
III. 53 The point at which life itself is despised as compared 
with what he. .fatalistically calls his ‘ course’. 

Fatality (feteliti). [ad. F. fatalité, ad. late 
L. fatalitatem, f. fatalis Favau ; see -1TY.] 

1. The quality or condition of being predeter- 
mined by or subject to fate or destiny ; subjection 
to fate, as attributed to the universe generally ; 
the agency of fate or necessity, conceived as deter- 


mining the course of events. 

@ 1631 Donne in SeZect. (1840) 83 We banish from thence, 
all imaginary fatality. 1665 GLANVILL Scefs. Scz. 29 To 
suppose every action of the Will to depend upon a previous 
Appetite or Passion is to destroy our Liberty, and to 
insert a Stoical Fatality, 1678 Cupwortu /yted/, Syst. 7 
The Will of Man..may contract upon it selfsuch Necessities 
and Fatalities, as it cannot upon a suddain rid it self of at 
pleasure. 1692 BentLtey Boyle Lect. i, 12 The blind im- 
pulses of Fatality and Fortune. 1702 Eng. Theophrast. 
276 Marriages are governed..by an over-ruling fatality. 
1736 Butter Anal. 1. vi. 147 A Fatality supposed con- 
sistent with what we certainly experience does not destroy 
the proof of an intelligent author and Governor of nature. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Wat. (1852) ¥. 583 An irresistible force, 
a something we cannot explain nor account for its existence 
. we call a fatality. 

b. jig. 

1699 Bentiey Phad, 299 There was..a kind of Fatality in 
his Errors, 1822 Hazuirr 7ad/e-t. Ser. 11. iv. (1869) 83 There 
isa fatality about our affairs. 1834 Mrepwin Angler in 
Wales 11. 61 The Viceroy..as fatality would have it, was 
struck, 

ce. A decree of fate. 

1763 Tucker Preew7ll § 42. 192 If he sows oats in his field, 
does he think anything of a fatality against his reaping 
wheat or barley? 

d. That which a person or thing is fated to; a 
destined condition or position, a destiny. 

1s89 Putrennam Eng. Poesie u. (Arb.) 124, I took them 
both for a good boding, and very fatallitie to her Maiestie. 
1603 Frorio Montaigne 1. xxix. (1632) 398 Our fatalitie 
which it lieth not in us to avoydeor advance. 1648 Sterry 
Clouds 35 He cannot discerne..the Fatality of Persons and 
Kingdomes. 1692 R. L'EstrancE Madles, Old Man § Lion 
95 All the Father’s Precaution could not Secure the Son 
from the Fatality of Dying by a Lyon. 1860 W. Cottins 
Wom, White x. 52 A fatality that it was hopeless to avoid. 

“|e. Used for: Belief in fatality ; fatalism. 

1674 Hickman Quinguart. Hist. (ed. 2) 14,1 do not find 
him. .charged with Fatality. 

2. The condition of being doomed by fate; pre- 
destined liability to disaster. 

1654 Sir E, Nicnoras in NV. Papers (Camden) II. 116 
Ther is a strange fatality. .attends all our intentiones and 
designes. 1769 ¥unius Lett. viii. 33 There [is] a fatality 
attending every measure you are concerned in, 1871 
H. Ainswortu Tower Hill 11. v, Asad fatality had 
attended her family. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets vii. 190 
The fatality attending an accursed house. : 

3. The quality of causing death or disaster; 


fatalness; a fatal influence. 

1490 Caxton How 7/0 Die 2x Sathanas wyth all his cruelle 
fatallytees. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep, 1. xii. 208 
7.times g. or the yeare of sixty three. .is conceived to carry 
with it, the most considerable fatality. 1706-7 FarquHaR 
Beaux’ Strat, u. i, Love and Death have their Fatalities, 
1793 E. Darwin in Beddoes Lett. Darwin 62 Young men 
and women. .if they knew the general fatality of their disease 
..would despond. 1839 Battey Festus xviii. (1848) 185 Thy 
beauty hath fatality, 1836 Kane Avct, Bxpl. I. xx. 245 
The insidious fatality of hot countries. ; 

4. A disastrous event ; a calamity, misfortune. 

1648 Evetyn Mem. (1857) III. 19 This was the tragedy 


[f as prec.+-1sT. Cf. 





FATE, 


of Tuesday. .Since this fatality, some talk of an inclination 
in Surrey to associate. 1678 Marvett Growth Popery 
Wks. I, 463 Their interviews are usually solemnized with 
some fatality and disaster. 1815 W. H. IreLanp Scribdleo- 
mania 254 note, Fatalities to which the human race is liable. 
1868 E. Epwarps Raleigh I. v. 83 A long series of fatalities 
ended in the wreck of two ships. 

b. A disaster resulting in death ; a fatal accident 
or occurrence, 

1840 Barnam Jngol. Leg., Look at Clock, The shocking 
fatality Ran over, like wild-fire, the whole Principality. 
1861 77zmes 7 Oct., The only fatalities were the five above 
mentioned, while a large number were more or less injured. 

Fatalize (féitaloiz), v. [f Faran + -125.] 
a. zntr. To incline to fatalism. b. trans. To 
render subject to fate or inevitable necessity. 
Hence Fa‘talized, Fa‘talizing A/. adjs. 

1834 G. S. Faser Prim. Doctr. Election (1836) p. li, 
Melancthon .. expressly rejected the fatalising Scheme. 
Ibid. 155 The fatalising dogmatism. 1876 J. Martineau 
Hours Th. (1877) 85 The Universe would be without a 
God a fatalised organism. 1888 — Strdy of Religion 1. u. 
i, 243 Its ways seem fatalised. 

Fatally (fé'tali), adv. Also 7 fatallie. [f. as 
prec.+-LY2.] In a fatal manner. 

1. As decreed by fate ; in a predestined manner. 

1574 Petit. to QO. Eliz. 22 Mar. in Cal, State Pagers, 
Colonial 1574-1660. 1 Sundry rich and unknown lands fatally 
reserved for England. 1601? Marston Pasguil §& Kath. i. 
33 Fatally predestinate To consecrate it selfe vnto your 
loue. 1661 Ov7gen in Phenix 1. 54 The inferior Spirit of the 
World acts not by choice but fatally. 1725 PorE Odyss. xiv. 
82 He trod so fatally the paths of Fame. 1880 Vern. LEE 
Belcarv vii. 195 Inevitably, fatally..the work .. must be 
the ideal of all purely devotional art. 

2. In a deadly or disastrous manner: a. De- 
structively, with destructive results. 

1599 SHAKS. Hen. V, 1. iv. 54 When Cressy Battell fatally 
was strucke. 1635 CowLry Davide7s 11. 584 Backward the 
Winds his active Curses blew, And fatally round his own 
Head they flew. 1812 H. R. in Lxaminer 4 May 283/2 
A few yards of rope, which, by an unlucky snap, might.. 
convince them too fatally of their mortality. 1859 C. BARKER 
Associative Principles iii. 66 These wars operated fatally 
upon the noble order of knighthood. 

b. Ruinously, by or with disastrous results. 

1663 CowLry Verses § Ess. (1669) 21 Which like an Anti- 
Comet here Did fatally to that appear. 1757 JoHNSON 
Rambler No. 177 ® 8 How fatally human sagacity was 
sometimes baffled. 1793 Burke Conduct of Minority Wks. 
1842 I. 621 It is fatally ones that [etc.]. 1800 Foster in 
Life & Corr. (1846) I. 125, I must be fatally wrong. 1828 
D'Israewt Chas /, III. ii, 65 The possible dangers which 
afterwards were so fatally realized. 1866 Howetts Vexet. 
Life (1883) II. xvii, 98 The Venetian fine lady.. fatally 
hides her ankles in pantalets. 

e. With death as the result, esd. of disease, fo 


end, terminate fatally. 

1809 Med. Frnl. XXIJ. 278 The attack .. terminated 
fatally. 1837 Ht. Martineau Soc. Aner. III. 56 ‘Those 
who fight the most frequently and fatally are the French 
creoles. 1882 Med. Temp. Frul. L. 56 Many of the cases 
. ended fatally. . 

Fatalness (fe! talnés). 
The quality of being fatal. 

1. ‘Invincible necessity’ (J.). 

1755 in JoHNSON; and in mod. Dicts, 3 

2. a. Disastrous nature. b. Destructive or deadly 
quality. 

1651 Relig. Wotton, B8/2 Master Cuffe being then a man 
of no Common note .. for the fatalness of his end, 1652 
SparkE Prim. Devot. (1663) 76 Whether for their readiness 
cheapness, fatalness, I argue not. .but with stones destroyed 
they this servant of. . Jesus Christ. . 

|| Fata Morgana (fata mgigi'na). [It. fata 
a fairy; JJorgana, sister of the British legendary 
hero Arthur, app. located in Calabria by the 
Norman settlers.] A kind of mirage most fre- 
quently seen in the Strait of Messina, attributed in 
early times to fairy agency. Also fg. 

1818 R, Jamieson in Burt's Lett. N. Scotd. 11. xxiii. 111 In 
mountainous regions, deceptions of sight, fata morgana, &c. 
are more common. 1851 CARLYLE Sterling 1. viii. 78 He 
[Coleridge] preferred to create logical fatamorganas for 
himself on this hither side. 1892 Dazly News 17 May 5/4 
A fata Morgana seen last autumn near.. Karlova. 

attrib, 1829 CartyLe Misc. (1857) 11. 6x Cloud mountains, 
and fatamorgana Cities. 

+ Fa'tary. Obs. rare—', [f. Fare sd, +-any1.] 
One who foretells fates. 

1652 GauLE Jagastrom. 147 Why doe our fataries and 
fortunaries so confound them .. in their prognostications? 

+ Fata‘tion. Ods. rare. [f. Fare sb. + -avr0n.] 
The exercise of inevitable and irresistible influence. 

1652 GaULE Magastrom. xviii. § 6. 148 If there be necessi- 
tating and enforcing fatation upon things. Jd/d. xviii. § 19. 
154 What fatation, or fatall necessitation to man, among all 
these? 

+ Fatch, sb. Obs. [var. of Vercu.] 

1848 RaynoLtp Byrth Mankynde (1564) C viij, Let her 
chawe in her mouth very small a fewe fatches. 1547 
Recorve ¥udic. Ur. 47 In bygnesse of a small fatche, and 


[f. as prec. + -NESS.] 


- red coloured, which you mai cal therfore red fatches, bycause 


of their lykenesse. 1575 Turberv. anlconrie 365 Berries 
as bygge as pease or fatche. 
Fatch, obs. form of Frrcu sd, and v. 


Fate (fzit), sb. [ad. L. fatwm, lit. ‘ that which 
has been spoken’, neut. pa. pple. of faz to speak. 
The primary sense of the L. word is a sentence or 
doom of the gods (=Gr, 0écparov) ; but it was 


FATE. 


subsequently used as the equivalent of the Gr. 
potpa, which, originally meaning only a person’s 
‘lot’ or ‘ portion’, had come to express the more 
abstract conception explained below (sense 1), and 
its personification as a mythological being. 

Cf. OF. fate, Pr. fat, It. fato, Pg. fado, Sp. hado. (The 
pl. /a/a gave rise in popular L. to the fem. sing. fifa fairy : 
for the Rom. forms of this see Fay sd.) The immediate 
source of the Eng. word is doubtful. Chaucer uses it in 
Troylus (where he translates from Boccaccio's Italian), 
but in rendering the Latin of Boethius he uses only 
destiné.) 

1. The principle, power, or agency by which, 
according to certain philosophical and popular 
systems of belief, all events, or some events in 
particular, are unalterably predetermined from 


eternity. Often personified. 

The OE. synonym was wyrd: see WEIRD. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Troylus vy. 1550 The fate wold his soule 
shold vnbodye. 16x0 Suaxs. 7'ew7p. 1. i. 32 Stand fast good 
Fate to his hanging. 1655-60 Stanvey //7st. P/zlos, (1701) 
191/1 Concerning Fate, Plato held thus: All things are in 
Fate, yet all things are not decreed by Fate. 1667 Mitton 
P. L. 11. 232 When everlasting Fate shall yield To fickle 
Chance. 1678 CupwortH /ntel/, Syst. 161 Fate, and the 
Laws or Commands of the Deity, concerning the Mundane 
Oeconomy..being really the same thing. 1701 RowE Amd, 
Step-Moth. \. i, Fate, Or somewhat like the force of Fate was 
in it. 1770 J. Love Cricket 24 Jove, and all-compelling Fate. 
1777 Priesttey Philos. Necess. Pref. 25 Fate was some- 
thing that even the gods often endeavoured. .to resist. 1807 
Crapse Par. Reg. 1. 106 We.. Fate’s fixed will from 
Nature’s wanderings learn. @1848 R. W. Hamitton Kew. 
& Punishm. viii.(1853) 345 The idea of fate sets us free from 
the sense of blame. 1875 Farrar Silence § V.i. 11 What 
is He but a vast formless Fate ? 

b. jig. 

1s88 Suaxs. LZ. LZ. LZ. v. ii. 68 So pertaunt like would 
I o’resway his state That he shold be my foole, and I his 
fate. 1701 Rowe Amd. Step-Moth. 1. i, I am Fate in 
Persia And Life and Death depend upon my Pleasure. 

2. Mythol. a. The goddess of fate or destiny ; in 
Homer Moipa. bb. f/. In later Greek and Roman 
mythology, the three goddesses supposed to de- 
termine the course of human life (Gr, Motpa, L. 
Parce, Fata). 

In Gr. the three Fates are called Clotho, Lachesis, and 
Atropos; these names were adopted by Latin poets, but the 
mythologists give as native names Nona, Decuma, and 
Morta. 

1590 Suaxs. Mids, N.v.i. 199 Pir...Like Limander am 
I trusty still. 77s. And [I] like Helen till the Fates me kill. 
1709 Pore Yan. & May 193 Bless the kind fates, and think 
your fortunerare. 1794 SULLIVAN View Nat. V. 338 Thread, 
which is spun by the fates in one part uniform and strong, 
in another weakened. 1828 Scott /. MZ, Perth xxx, Your 
slightest desires seem a law to the Fates. 1847 TENNYSON 
Princ. ii. 443 We three Sat muffled like the Fates, 

3. That which is destined or fated to happen. 
a. gen. Also in f/. Predestined events, 

1667 Mitton P. LZ. vit. 173 What I willis Fate. So spake 
th’ Almightie. 1697 Drypren Virg. Georg. ul. 738 Th’ 
inspected Entrails cou’d no Fates foretel. 1732 Pore Zss. 
Man 1. 73 Heav’n from all creatures hides the book of fate, 
1849 JamMES Woodman vii, Tis the best way of meeting fate. 
1865 CarLyLe Fredk. Gt. xvi. i, There lay in the fates 
a Third Silesian War for him. 


b. Of an individual, an empire, etc.: The pre- 
destined or appointed lot ; what a person, etc, is 


fated to do or suffer. 

1374 Cuaucer Troylus vy. 209 He curseth .. His byrthe, 
hym self, his fate,and ek nature. 1559 Mirr. Mag., 
Clarence lv, To flye theyr fate. 1603 B. Jonson Sesanust. 
ii, How blest a fate were it to us. 1647 CLARENDON //Zs/, 
Reb. ut. (1843) 57/2 By a very extraordinary fate [he had] 
got a very particular interest .. in many worthy men, 1668 
Lapy CHawortu in 12/4 Rep. Hist. ISS. Comm. App. v.10 
Mr. Ho..deserves a better fate. @1717 BiackaLL Wks. 
(1723) I. 25 It has been commonly their Fate to fare 
hardlier. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. 1. 164 The general 
fate of sects is to obtain a high reputation for sanctity 
while they are oppressed. 1848 W. H. Bartierr Egyft to 
Pail. iv. (2879) 68 A noteworthy comment on the fate of 
human pride. 


c. In etymological sense; An oracle or portent 
of doom. 

1850 Mrs. Browninc Poems II. 50 The solemn knell fell 
in with the tale of life and sin, Like a rhythmic fate 
sublime. 

4. What will become of, or has become of (a 
person or thing); ultimate condition; destiny. 


Often in ¢o decide, fix, seal one’s fate. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 584 The lover waits for 
the decision of his mistress to fix his fate. 1793 SMEATON 
Edystone L. § 322 Anxiety for the fate of the Edystone. 
1797 Mrs. Rancuirre /talzan xii, If she is now discovered 
her fate is certain. 1838 Lytron Lez/a 1. ii, The base 
misers..deserve their fate. 1841 Evpuinstone Hist. Ind. 
II. 58 It only remained to the brothers to decide on the 
fate of its tenant. 1856 Froupe Ast. Eng. (1858) I. ii. 163 
He was obliged to bear the .. fate of a minister, who. .had 
thwarted the popular will. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commu. 
III. xc, 246 More of it may share the same fate ee 
E. Peacock NV. Brendon 1. 142 Plumer's fate was sealed. 


b. Death, destruction, ruin. 

c1430 Lypc. Bochas m1. xxvi. (1554) 97 b, Cirus was passed 
into fate 1635 Suirtey Coronat. iv, Will you assist, and 
run a fate with us. 1643 DenuAm Coofer's H. 114 In the 
Common Fate, The adjoyning Abby fell. 170r Rowe Amd. 
Step-Moth. 1. i, Thousand vulgar fates Which their Drugs 
daily hasten. 1852 Miss Yonce Cameos I. xl. 345 Their 
fate has been well sung by Lord Houghton. 








Dk. of 


96 


c. An instrument of death or destruction. oct. 

1700 Drypen J/iad 1. 74 He..Feather'd Fates among the 
Mules and Sumpters sent. 1715-20 Pore //ad 1. 68 Hissing 
fly the feather’d fates. 

5. atirib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as fate- 
spell, also fate-like adj.; b. objective, as fate-de- 
nouncing, -foretelling, -scorning ppl. adjs.; ©. in- 
strumental, as fate-environed, -fenced (implied in 
Jate-fencedness), -folden, -furrowed, -menaced, 
-stricken adjs. 

1708 Oze.t tr. Boileau’s Lutrin 48 The Bird of Night 
With *Fate-denouncing Outcries takes his Flight. 1835 
Tatrourp Jox u. i, Why should I waste these *fate- 
environ’d hours, 1827 Hare Guesses (1859) 80 His own 
*fate-fencedness, or, as he would call it, his luck. 1880 
W. Watson Prince's Quest (1892) 93 An enchanted sea 
From all the world *fate-folden. 1777 Porter schylus 
173 The *fate-foretelling seer, Amphiaraus. 1804 J. GRAHAME 
Sabbath 329 Relentless Justice ! with *fate-furrow'd brow ! 
1860 O. W. Hoimers “iste V. xv, The expression of the 
creatures [rattlesnakes] was ..*fate-like. 1834 WRANGHAM 
Homerics 7 Knew’st thou what misfortunes lie, *Fate- 
menaced, on thine homeward way. 1850 Mrs. BrowNninc 
Poems \1, 282 Proud (Edipus, *fate-scorning. a@ 1618 SyL- 
VESTER Sonnets iv, Vnder that *Fate-spell onely are fore- 
showne Eternall praises. 1866 Swinsurne Poems § Ballads 
(1868) 172 Our greatest from his throne *Fate-stricken, and 
rejected of his own. ~ 

Fate (fz't), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

+1. trans. To ruin irrevocably. Oés. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 5091 A fame [may] be defoulede, & 
fatid for euer. * 

2. To preordain as by the decree of fate. Const. 
to and /o with zzf. Ods. exc. in pass. in sense: To 
be appointed or destined by fate. Often quasi- 


zmpers. with subject clause. 

160x Suaxs. Ad's Well. iv.20 Heauen..hath fated her 
to be my..helper to a husband 1610 — Jem. 1. ii, 129 
A treacherous Armie leuied, one mid-night Fated to th’ pur- 
pose. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1v. 248 Fated to wander. 1828 
D'Israewi Chas. J, 1.1. 4 It was fated that England should 
be the theatre of the first of aseries of Revolutions. 1860 
Emerson Cond. Life, Fate Wks. (Bohn) II. 310 Whatever 
is fated, that will take place. 1867 Lapy Hersert Cradle 
L. v. 152 The breathing-time ..was fated to be of short 
duration. : 

+b. edlipt. To destine to death. Obs. 

1788 CowPer Stanzas for 1788. 18 Could I prophetic say 
Who next is fated. 

Fate, obs. form of Fat v., Frat, 

Fated (féitéd), pf/. a, [f. Fare sb, and v. + 
-ED.] 

1, Appointed, decreed or determined by fate. 

1715-20 Pork //iad 1. 282 Thy injured honor has its fated 
hour, 1821 JoANNA Bartiie Met. Leg., Wallace xvii, 
Each upon his fated day. 1864 Pusry Lect. Daniel v. 239 
God's judgments were not..a mere fated thing. 

2. Doomed to destruction. 

1817 CHALMERS Astron. Disc. i. (1852) 38 A blazing comet 
may cross this fated planet. 1855 Macautay “7st. Eng, 
IV. 14 Cavalry..were fast approaching the fated city, 

3. ‘Invested with the power of fatal determina- 
tion’ (J.). 

r6or SHAks. A//'s Weilt. i. 232 The fated skye Giues vs 
free scope. 

4. Controlled, guided, or driven on by fate. 

180r SoutHEy Zhalaba 1. xxii, The fated Fire moved on, 
1817 Byron Manfred u. ii, Fated in thy sufferings. 1827 
PoLLok Course T. vt. 448 The fated crew. .warred Against 
the chosen saints. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. I. 1. 303 
He purified His fated hands of that unlooked-for guilt. 

q 5. Of armour: Made proof by spells, charmed. 


rare—*, 

[Suggested by Ariosto’s armi fatate; the It. fatare to 
render proof by spells, to charm, corresponds to OF. faer 
:—popular L. fatdre, f. fata fairy (see Fay sd.); but the 
etymological notion as apprehended by Dryden was prob. 
‘protected as by a decree of Fate’.] 

1697 DrypEN Virg. Aineid Ded., His fated Armour was 
only an Allegorical Defence. /d/d. vim. 716 Bright Vul- 
canian Arms, Fated from force of Steel by Stygian charms, 

6. Preceded by some qualifying adv.: Having 
a particular fate or destiny. are exc. in ILL-FATED. 

a172z Prior Lpil. to Phedra 25 Her aukward Love indeed 
was oddly fated; She and her Poly were too near related, 

Fateful (fatful), a. [f. Farg 5b.+-rvt.] 

1. Of a voice or utterance : Revealing the decrees 
of fate ; prophetic of destiny. 

1715-20 Pore ///ad xix. 466 Then ceas’d for ever, by the 
Furies ty’d, His fate-full voice. 1794 CoLeripcr Melan- 
choly, A mystic tumult and a fateful rhyme. 1850 CarLYLE 
Latter-d, Pamph, i, (1872) 28 That fateful Hebrew Pro- 
phecy. 1863 Loner. Wayside Inn u. Prel. 105 The fateful 
cawings of the crow. 1878 B. TayLor Dexkadlion ui. v. 84 
The fateful words, ‘ Rise Brother’. 

2. Fraught with destiny, bearing with it or in- 
volving momentous consequences; decisive, im- 
portant. Chiefly of a period of time. 

1800 Corterince Death of Wallenstein ut. viii, A fateful 
evening doth descend upon us. 1850 W. Irvine A/ahomet 
ix. (1853) 35 The fateful banner of Khaled. 1861 Romance 
ofa Dull Life xiii. 97 Each minute seemed fateful to her. 
1 Ror Nat. Ser. Story xii. in Harper's Mag. Nov. 
go7/x A fateful conference. .was taking place. 

3. Marked by the influence of fate; controlled 
as if by irresistible destiny. 

1876 S. A. Brooxr Eng. Lit. 130 The Bride of Lammer- 
moor, as great in fateful pathos as Romeo and Juliet. 1885 
Pall Mall G, 17 Feb, 6/2 That fateful inability to review 
their position. 189 Z7es14 Feb. 7/5 Peasants ..begin.. 


FATHER. 


their..wanderings from place to place in an aimless, fateful 
sort of way. 31891 E. Peacock WV, Brendon I, 229 As fate- 
ful as a Greek tragedy. 

4. Bringing fate or death; deadly; =Farat 6. 

1764 J. GRAINGER Sugar Cane wv. 174 Nor fateful only is 
the bursting flame. 1798 CanninG & Hammonp Progr. Man 
in Anti-F¥acobin No. 16 Resounds the fateful dart. 1808 
J. Bartow Columb, 1. 316 The soldier's fateful steel. 

5. Having a remarkable fate ; of eventful history. 

1886 G. T. Stoxes Jreland & Celtic Church (1888) 108 
note, This fateful book is said to be still in existence. 

Hence Fa'tefully adv., in a fateful manner. 


Fa‘tefulness, the quality of being fateful. 

1863 S. Hisperp in /xtel/. Observer III. 439 If she [the 
bee] 1s so fatefully mechanical as to build and furnish a cell 
without knowledge of what it is. 1865 CARLYLE /’vedk. Gt. 
xv. ili, Those fatefully questionable months. 1882 PadlZ 
Mali G. x Dec. 3 Assigning much mock fatefulness to Sir 
Crimson Fluid. 1886 A ¢henxum 20 Feb, 274 A whimsical 
air of fatefulness. 

Fa‘teless, @. vare. [f. Faru sb. + -LEss.] 
Without fate ; in which fate has no existence. 

1881 J. THomson Vane's Story, Weddah § O. 1v. xxxv, 
Fateless Heaven. ° 

Fat-faced, a. [f. Far a. + Face + -rp 2] 
Having a fat face. a. Of persons. ‘+ Also jig. 
(nonce-use) of land, with allusion to the sense Far 
a. ga, fertile. b. Printing, as fat-faced Egyptian 
(see Fat a. 3). 

1632 Lirucow Trav. v. 231 The curling playnes of fat- 
fac'd Palestine. 1782 George Bateman u. 2 A short, thick- 
set, fat-faced man, 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge ix, A fat- 
faced puss she is, 1863 HawtHorne Our Old House (1883) 
30 A. .fat-faced individual came into my private room. 

Fath, obs. and dial. form of Farru. 

+ Fathe. Ods. rare—'. See quot. 

1387 Sinon. Barthol. Introd. (1882) 3 De dolore pectoris 
qui anglice dicitur fathe. 

+ Fathead. Os. vare—'. [f. Fat a.+-HBAD.] 
= FATNESS. 

c 1250 Gen. §& Ex, 1547 Heuene dew, and erdes fetthed. 

Fat-head. [f. Far a.+Heap.] 

1. One having a fat head; a stupid dolt. 

1842 BaruHam J/ngol. Leg., Nursery Reminisc.7 You little 
Fat-head, There’s a top, because you're good. 1885 Mrs. 
Rippett Mitre Court xix, He is a fathead—a great 
blundering John Bull. 

2. a. A labroid fish Semcossyphus or Pimelo- 
metopon pulcher. bd. A cyprinoid fish Pzmephales 
prometlas, the Blackhead or Blackheaded Minnow. 
(Cent. Dict.) 

Fat-hen (fee‘tjhe:n). A name for certain plants 
of the Goosefoot tribe, Chenopodium Bonus-Hen- 
vicus and Atriplex patula. Also, in Australia, 
applied to various species of Chenopodium and 
Atriplex which are eaten as vegetables. 

1795 Trans, Soc. Encourag. Arts XIII. 204 Chickweed, 
fumitory, fat-hen, and persicaria. 1847 LricHHarpt Frm. 
m1. 40 The fat-hen .. grew abundantly on the reedy flats. 
1853 G. Jounston Wat. Hist. E. Bord. 172 Atriplex patula, 
Fat Hen, 1863 in Prior Pop. Names Brit. Plants (1879) 
75. 1880 Blackw. Mag. Feb. 182 Fathen [f~. falhen] (a 
kind of indigenous spinach), 1889 Mrs. CampseLt PrAarp 
Romance of a Station 46 To gather fat-hen, to do duty as 
cabbage. 

Father (fa'301), sd. Forms: 1-3 feeder (1 
-yr), feder, (3 feader), 2-6 fader, (3 Orvm. 
faderr), (south. dial. 3 veeder, veder, 3-4 vader), 
3-4 fadre, 4-5 fadir(e, -ur(e, -yr, 4 faper, 6- 
father. [Com. Teut. and Aryan: OE. feder cor- 
responds to OFris. feder, fader, OS. fadar, fader 
(LG., Du. vader, vaar), OHG. fater (MHG. and 
mod.G. vater), ON. fader, -tr (Sw., Da. fader, 

Jar), Goth. fadar (found only Ga/. iv.6, the ordinary 

word being a¢fa) :—OTeut. fader, ? fader :—O Aryan 
pater ( pate'r-, patr-), whence Skr. pity, Gr. marHp, 
L. pater, Olr. athir. 

The spelling in our quots. is uniformly with d@ until 16th c., 
exc. that fazer occurs sporadically in the Cotton and Gét- 
tingen MSS. of the Cursor Mundi (a 1300); but the pro- 
nunciation (6) may have been widely current in the rsth c. 
or even earlier; in 14-15th c. the spelling with -dev is ver 
common in words like drother, feather, leather, thoug 
this spelling cannot in all cases be supposed to indicate that 
the writers pronounced the words with (d). The mod.Eng. 
-ther (S21) for OF, -der, -dor in father and mother is often 
wrongly said to be due to the analogy of drother, or to 
Scandinavian influence ; it is really the result of a phonetic 
law common to the great majority of Eng. dialects; other 
examples in standard Eng. are gather, hither, together, 
weather, At present nearly all dialects pronounce father 
and sother with (5) as in standard Eng. ; in various parts 
of the north of England and the north Lowlands (d), alveolar 
or dental, is sometimes heard, The representation of OE. 
#, @ by (4) in this word is anomalous; the only parallel 
case, setting aside the class of instances in which the symbol 
(a) is used in this Dict., is vather. Among the chief variant 
pronunciations in dialects are fa‘der, feder (by writers of 
dialect books often spelt faither, feyther), fi°Se1, Sc. fe'Ser, 
etc. 

In OE. the genitive had the two forms feder (cf. 
OS. fader, OHG. fater, ON. fpdur) and federes. 
The uninflected form survived in occasional use 
down to the 15th c.] 

1. One by whom a child is or has been begotten, 
a male parent, the nearest male ancestor. Rarely 


applied to animals. 


FATHER. 


¢825 Vesp. Psalter xxvi[i].1o Fordon feder min & modur 
min forleorton mec, ¢ 1000 AMLFrRIc Deut. xxiv. 16 Ne slea 
man fzederas for suna gylton. ¢1200 Trin. Coll, Hom. 165 
De sune wusshed pe fader dead ar his daicume. cx12go S. 
Eng. Leg. 1. 14/457 He liet.. maken him king of al is 
fader lond. ¢1350 W722. Palerne 241 A kowherde, sire. .is 
my kynde fader. c1400 Rom. Rose 4863 Whanne fader or 
moder arn in grave. 1473 Warkw. Chron. 10 Herry Percy, 
whos fadere was slayne at Yorke felde. 1571 LynprsAy 
MS. Coltect., The litill birdis straikis thair fader in the face 
with thair wingis. 1597 Montcomerir Answ. [ngliss Railar 
12 Brutus..Quha slew his fader howping to succeid. 1670 
G. H. Hist. Cardinals u. 11. 144 Ginetti.. proved his 
Fathers own Son, 1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) I. m. xiv. 
62 For a son to call his father by that endearing name. 
1884 Tennyson Becket v. ii, His father gave him to my 
care, 

b. fig. (Quots. 1597? and 1802 have given rise 
to proverbial phrases.) 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. i. (1495) 591 Aristotle 
sayth that the erthe is moder and the sonne fader of trees. 
1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb, 11. (1586) 75 b, So shall the 
branch [when grafted] live, being both nourished by his olde 
Mother, and his newe Father. 1597 SHaxs. 2 Hen. JV, 1. 
i, 8 Eu’ry minute now Should be the Father of some Strata- 
gem. did. tv. v.93 Thy wish was Father (Harry) to that 
thought. 1604 Jas. I. Couwnterdd. (Arb.) 102 The foure 
Complexions, (whose fathers are the foure Elements). 1802 
Worpsw. Rainbow, The child is father of the man. 1859 
Kinestey M7isc, (1860) I.7 He.. too often makes the wish 
father to the thought. — 

e@, (More explicitly spzritual father.) The 
teacher to whom a person owes his religious life. 

1382 Wyc.ir 1 Cor. iv. 15 If 3e han ten thousandis of 
litle maistris in Crist Jhesu, but not manye fadris. 1769 
H, Venn in Z2fe (1835) 152 A lady said to me, ‘ You, sir, 
are my spiritual father’, @ 1858 Be. D. Witson in Bateman 
Life (1860) II. 208 As our Father Scott used to say. 

d. Proverbs. 

1549 Latimer 37d Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 97 Happye 
is the chylde, whose father goeth to the Deuyll. 1616 
Surrt. & Marknu. Country Farme 400 This is it which 
some vtter in a prouerbe, That he that will plant his father, 
must cut off his head. c1645 Howe tt Ze?¢. (1650) II, 118 
He will be a wise child that knows his right father. 

e. Colloquially extended to include a father-in- 
law, stepfather, or one who adopts another as his 
child (more fully adoptzve father). 

1592 SHAKS. Rom. & Ful. wv. i. 2 My Father Capulet will 
haue it so. 1599 — Mzch Ado wv. i. 24 Stand thee by 
Frier, father .. Will you with free and vnconstrained soule 
Giue me this maid your daughter. 1605 — A/acé. IV. ii. 63 
If you would not [weep for him] it were a good signe, that 
I should quickely haue a new Father. 1798 CoLeBRooKE 
tr. Digest Hindu Law (1801) 111. 147 Sons inferior to these 
..claim the family of their adoptive father. 

f. Applied ¢ransf. to the relative or friend who 
‘ gives away’ a bride. 

1599 Suaxs. Much Ado v. iv. 15 You must be father to 
your brothers daughter, And giue her to young Claudio. 
1719 Dr For Crusoe (1840) II, vii. 174, I was father at the 
altar..and gave her away. 

2. A male ancestor more remote than a parent, 
esp. the founder of a race or family, a forefather, 
progenitor. In 4#/. ancestors, forefathers. So in 
Scriptural phr. Zo de gathered, + to be put to or 
sleep with ones fathers: to be dead and buried. 
Also loosely for ‘a man of old’, ‘ a patriarch’, 

e950 Lindisf. Gosf. Luke i, 55 Suz zesprecen was to 
fadores usra. c1000 Ags. Gospf. Matt. iil. 9, & ne cwebad 
betwux eow we habbad abraham us to feder. c 1200 
Trin. Coll. Hom, 226 Vre foremes faderes gult we abuged 
alle. 1377 Lanct, P. P2. B. 11. 126 Zowre fadre she felled 
porw fals biheste. 1382 Wyciir FYudg. ii. 10 Al that 
generacioun is gedrid to her fadris, — 1 Azugs i, 2t 
Whanne my lord kyng shal sleep with his faders. c 1400 
Maunpev. (1839) vi. 66 ‘The Sarazines .. han the place in 

ret reuerence for the holy fadres, the patriarkes bat ly3n 
fore. a 1440 Found, St. Barthol. 34 He decessid, and was 
put tohis fadres. 1538 Starkey Zxgland 1.i.19 Theyrcyuyle 
ordynance and statutys, deuysyd by theyr old Fatherys in 
eury secte, 1611 Biste Acés xiii. 36. 1671 Mitton P. 2. 1. 
351 God who fed Our fathers here with manna. 1791 CowPER 
Yardley Oak 144 One man alone, the father of us all, Drew 
not his life from woman, 1848 Macautay Hi7st. Eng. I. 20 
Nor were the arts of peace neglected by our fathers during 
that stirring period. 

3. One who institutes, originates, calls into being ; 
a constructor, contriver, designer, framer, originator. 
Also one who gives the first conspicuous or influen- 
tial example of (an immaterial thing). Zhe Fathers 
(U.S.): the framers of the constitution. 

Often in designations of Biblical origin. The Father of 
Liehts, etc.: applied toGod. The father of faith, of the 
JSaithful: Abraham, The father of lies (after John viii. 44): 
the Devil. 

1362 Lanci. P. P7. A. 1. 14 He is Fader of Fei. 1382 
Wycuir Yas. i. 17 The fadir of liztis. 15553 EpEN Decades 
Pref. to Rdr. (Arb.) 51 Abraham the father of fayth. 1588 
Marprel. Epist. (Arb.) 3t Iohn Cant. was the first father of 
this horrible error in our Church. 1669 WoruipcE Syst. 
Agric. (1681) 114 In Germany no young Farmer is permitted 
to Marry .. till he .. hath planted, and is a father of such 
a stated number of Wallnut Trees. 1700 DrypEn Fadles 
Pref. Wks. (Globe) 499 He [Chaucer] is the father of Eng- 
lish poetry. 1748 RicHARDson Clarissa Wks. 1883 VI. 275 
Hannibal was called the father of warlike stratagems. 
1798 Hull Advertiser 14 Nov. 3/3 Dr. Hooper the father 
of the canal. 1825 J. Neat Forathan Il. 5 The Father 
of Lies himself, 1829 Scort_ 3777. (1890) II. 290 Words .. 
sung by the Fathers of the Reformation. 1844 Sir D, Goocu 
Diaries (1892) 54, 1 may..I think, claim to be the father of 
express trains. 1867 SmyTH Sailor's Wordbk., Father, 
the dockyard name given to the person who constructs a ship 
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of the navy. 1875 Jowretr Pla¢o (ed. 2) I. p. ix, To repre- 
sent Plato as the father of Idealism. 1888 Bryce Amer. 
Commuw., II. xli. 105 In ‘ the days of the Fathers’. 

b. pl. Zhe Fathers (of the Church): the early 
Christian writers ; usually applied to those of the 
first five centuries, but by some extended further, 
Apostolical Fathers: see APOSTOLICAL. 

1340 Ayenb.155 Ase zayp pe boc of collacions of holy 
uaderes, 1549 (Mar:) B&. Com. Prayer Pref., If a manne 
woulde searche out by the auncient fathers. 1588 Saks, 
LL. LWW. ti. 153 As a certaine Father saith. a@164x Br. 
Mountacu Acts & Mon. iii. § 54 (1642) 200 To this dis- 
course of Basil, other Fathers agree. 1710 PripEAUXx Org. 
Tithes 141 Irenaeus and Origen, and other Fathers. 1776-81 
Gipson Decl. & F. xlvii. note, The Greek as well as the 
Latin fathers, 1839 Loner. Hyferion iv. vii, I gazed with 
rapture on the vast folios of the Christian Fathers, 1887 
LoweELt Democy. Prose Wks. 1890 VI. 14 A Father of the 
Church said that property was theft many centuries before 
Proudhon was born. 

4. One who exercises protecting care like that of 
a father; one who shows paternal kindness; one 
to whom filial reverence and obedience are due. 
(In OE. applied to a feudal superior.) 

.. O. E. Chron, an. 924 Hine geces pa to feeder & to 
hlaforde Scotta cyning. 1382 Wycuir od xxix. 16 Fader 
I was of pore men, 1460 Fart or Marcue in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. 1, 5.1.9 Oure..ryght noble lorde and ffadur. 19x 
Suaks. 1 Hen, VJ, 11. i.98 A Father of the Common-weale, 
1627 Massincer Gt. Dk. Florence i. ii, For her love I will 
be a father to thee. 1787 H. Knox Let. 19 Mar. Washing- 
ton’s Writ. 1891 XI. 123 zote, The glorious republican epithet, 
The Father of your Country. 1867 Freeman Norm, Cong. 
(1877) I. iii. 143 It was meant to assert that Scots..owed 
no duty to Rome..but only to their Father and Lord at 
Winchester, 

b. with reference to patronage of literature. 

1513. Douctas A7vezs 1. Prol. 85 Fader of bukis, pro- 
tectour to science. 1837-9 Haram /7zs¢, Lit, I. v. 1. § 17. 
339 Francis I. has obtained a glorious title, the Father of 
French literature. 

e. Applied to a religious teacher or counsellor 
(cf. 6). 

1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. 1. 120 3e sholde be here fadres, and 
techen hem betere. c1465 Eng. Chron, 28 Hen. VI (Cam- 
den 1856) 64 There thay slow him horribly, thair fader and 
thair bisshoppe. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. 1x. vii. § 13 He 
was commonly called Father Gilpin. 1757 in Sidney Lz/e 
of S. Walker (1838) 281 Dr [dear] Father in the Lord. 1828 
GrimsHAweE Mem, of L. Richmond (1829) 132 He was re- 
garded by them [the communicants] as a father, 1833 in 
Sidney Lzfe of R. Hill (1834) 408 The minister who read 
the .. service, substituted the word father for that of 
brother. x 4 

5. a, Applied to God, expressing His relation 
to Jesus, to mankind in general (considered either 
as His offspring, as the objects of His loving care, 
or as owing Him obedience and reverence), or to 
Christians (as His children by regeneration or 
adoption). Also applied to heathen pote 

e825 Vesp. Psalter \xxxviii[i] 27 He zeced mec feder min 
du eard god min. ¢1000 Ags. Gos. Matt. xxiii. gq An ys 
eower feedyr se be on heofonum ys. c1200 Vices § Virtues 
(1888) 25 And [he] steih in to heuene, and sitt on his fader 
swidre. a@1225 Azcr. R. ape is also federleas pet haued 
purhhis sunnevorlore bene Veder of heouene. ¢1386 CHAUCER 
Pars. T.? 57 Hehabagilte his fader celestial. 1470-85 MALory 
Arthur xvii. xv, loye and honour be to the fader of heuen ! 
1533 Gau Richt Vay To Rar. (1888) 3 Grace marcie and pece 
of god our fader. 1562 Win3ET Last Blast Wks. 1888 I. 41x 
The lauchfull vocatioun of His Heuinlie Fader. 1775 
Harris Philos. Arrangem. Wks. (1841) 322 Through which 
relation they are called his offspring, and he their Father. 
1821 SHELLEY Prometh. Und. 1. 354 Most unwillingly I come, 
by the great Father’s will driven down To execute a doom of 
new revenge. 1843 Macautay Lays Anc. Rome, Horatius 
lix, O Tiber! father Tiber, To whom the Romans pray. 
1865 Tennyson 4x. Ard. 785 Uphold me, Father, in my 
loneliness A little longer! 1871 Morey Voltaire (1886) 2 
Some. .austere step-son of the Christian God, jealous of the 
divine benignity..of his father’s house, 

+b. Applied to Christ. Ods. rare. 

1470-85 Matory Arthur xvu. xiv, Fayr fader ihesu 
Cryste I thanke the. [Hence 1859 TENNYSON Guinevere 
558 Our fair father Christ.] , 

e. Theol. (God) the Father: the First Person 
of the Trinity. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. John xiv. 26 Se halize frofre gast pe 
feeder sent on minum naman, c¢1175 Lawb, Hom. 53 Pe 
feder and phe sune and pe halie gast iscilde us per wid. 
az3300 EL. E, Psalteri. Gloria, Blisse to be Fadre and to pe 
Sone, And to be Hali Gaste. c14s0 Myrc 459 Leue on 
fader and sone and holy gost. 1548 tr. Luther's Chiefe 
Articles Chr. Faythe Avjb, The Holy Goost from the 
Father and the Sonne procedynge. 1737 Porn Hor, Epist. 
11. i, 1o2 And God the Father turns a School-divine. 1851 
Neate Medizv. Hymns 127 Honour, laud, and praise 
addressing To the Father and the Son, 

6. Ecclesiastical uses. wire 

a. The title given to a confessor or spiritual 
director. Also explicitly spzrztwal and (arch.) 
ghostly father (but the former, in Eng., has more 


usually the sense I c). : 

@1300 Cursor M. 27857 (Cott.) O scrift pon do pi faders 
rede, sua pat bi saul mai ai be quite. 7d. 28077 (Cott.) 
Til over lauerd crist and be, mi gastli fader, yeild i me, 
1393 GowErR Conf. I. 104 Min holy fader, so I will. 1526 
Piler. Perf, (W. de W. 1531) 9 b, Takynge penaunce of our 
goostly father for our transgressyon & synne. 1677 Lany 
Cuawortn in Hist. MSS. Comm. 12th Rep. App. v. 43 The 
D[{uchess] of Portsmouth. .has promised. it to her ghostly 
father. 1805 Scotr Last Minsty, u. vi, Penance, father, 
will I none, 
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b. A priest belonging to a religious order or 
congregation. Also the title given to the superior 
of a monastic house in relation to those subject to 
his rule. 

157t Hanmer Chron. Trel, (1633) 48 He.. became father 
of the Monkes of Saint Hilarie. 1603 Suaxs. A/eas, for M. 
ul. ii, 11 ’Blesse you good Father Frier, 1711 Appison Sect, 
No, 164 P3 A Fatherof a Convent. 1739 Gray %d. in 
France Wks, 1884 I. 244 It [the Chartreuse] contains about 
roo Fathers, and Freres together. 1756-7 tr. Keysler’s Trav. 
(1760) III. 278 S. Maria di Galieraisa beautiful church, and 
belongs to the fathers of the oratory. 1848 MaAcauLay 
Hist. Eng. Il. 99 The skill and care with which those 
fathers [Jesuits] had..conducted the education of youth. 

ec. Applied to bishops. Right Reverend, Most 
Reverend Father in God: the formal designation 
respectively of a bishop and an archbishop. 

1508 Misher'’s Seuen Penit. Ps., This treatyse. .was..com- 
pyled by the ryght reuerente fader in god Iohan Fyssher.. 
bysshop of Rochester. x52 (¢z¢/e), The sermon of Iohan 
the bysshop of Rochester made..by the assignement of the 
moost reuerend father in god the lord Thomas Cardinall of 
Yorke. 31594 Suaxs. Rich. I//, ut. vii. 61 He is within ; 
with two right reuerend Fathers Diuinely bent to Medita- 
tion, 168. S. Hottincwortn in MS. Bodl. Raw, Lett. 
LIX. fol. 190 To the Right Reuerant father in God His 
Grac Willam Lord Arch Bishshop of Canterbery. 1848 
Macautay Hist. Eng. I1. 354 He had yielded to the in- 
treaties of the fathers ofthe Church. 1869 Freeman Vorm, 
Cong, (1876) III. xii. 89 The Pope and the assembled Fathers. 
Mod. The most Reverend Father in God (William), by 
Divine Providence Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 

d. The Holy Father : the Pope. 

c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xxxi. 314, 1..schewed my lif to 
oure holy fadir the Pope. a@1562 G. CavenpnisH Life 
Wolsey App. (1827) 519 They. .by force imprisoned our holy 
Father the Pope. 

e. As a prefix to the name of a priest. Also 
abbreviated F., Fr. 


Formerly, as still in Continental use, restricted to the 
regular clergy (see b). In the present century this has become 
the customary English mode of designating a Roman 
Catholic priest, even among those not of his own com- 
munion ; but some secular priests still refuse the title as 
incorrect, preferring to be addressed as ‘ The Rev. A. B.’ 
The abbreviated forms are seldom used exc. by Roman 
Catholics, 

As the prefix ‘Father’ was in the 16th c, used only with 
the names of members of religious orders, its use was of 
course not continued in the reformed Church of England. 
Of late years the title has been applied, among a section of 
the High Church party, to Anglican priests, and some 
prominent members of that section are very commonly 
designated by it. 

1529 More Dyaloge Wks. 140 The good Scottish freer 
father Donold. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) Il. xiii. 265 
Father Simon was courteous, 1741 CHALLONER J/7ssionary 
Priests, The same year were banished Father William 
Weston, S.J., Father John Roberts, O.S.B., Mr. Antony 
Wright and Mr. James West, priests. 1890 Dublin Rev. 
XXIV. 236 Our readers do not need to be told who Father 
Faber was. 

7. At Cambridge ; see quots. 

1574 M. Sroxys in Peacock Stat. Cambridge App. A. 
(x841) p. vi, ‘he Father shall enter hys commendacions 
of hys chyldren. 1772 Jess Remarks 20 The students 
enter .. preceded by a Master of Arts .. who on this 
occasion is called the Father of the College to which he 
belongs. 1803 Gradus ad Cantabrigiam, Father, one of 
the Fellows of a College .. who.. attends all the examina- 
tions for Bachelor’s Degree, to see that ..justice is done to 
the men of his own College. 1884 Dickens Dict. Cane- 
bridge 34 Then the Senior Wrangler .. is presented to the 
Vice-Chancellor by his Father (or Preelector) and receives 
his degree on his knees. 

8. A respectful title given to an old and vener- 


able man, and (with personification) to a river. 

1589 CuNNINGHAM Coswiog. Glasse A iv b, How often doth 
father Moses in his .V. bookes, make mention of Babilon. 
1607 SHAKS. Cor. v. i. 3 He call’d me Father. 1704 Pore 
Windsor For. 197 In vain on father Thames she calls for 
aid, 1742 Gray Eton Coll. 2x Say, Father ‘Thames. .Who 
foremost now delight to cleave With pliant arm thy glassy 
wave? 1815 Sournry Old Mlan’s Comforts 1 You are old, 
Father William, the young man cried. 

9. The oldest member of a society, etc. (Chiefly, 
with reference to duration of membership; occas. 
with reference to age.) Sather of the City, the 
senior alderman of the City of London. 

1705 Hearne Collect. 13 Sept., S' Robert Clayton. . Alder- 
man, the Father of yt City. 1837 Arrrrtey 7he Road 
(1851) 61 Mr, Warde the father of the field, may. . be called 
the father of the road also. 1855 Dickens Dorrit vi, You'll 
be the Father of the Marshalsea. 1880 Athenenm 18 Dec. 
820/1 Sir Edward Sabine, now in his ninety-second year, is 
the father of the Society. 1893 Daily Tel. 8 July 7/3 The 
Right Hon. C, P. Villiers, M.P., ‘ Father of the House of 
Commons’, was robbed of his watch on Thursday. 

b. Father of the Chapel: see CHAPEL Io. : 

1683 Moxon Printing xxv. 356 The Oldest Freeman is 
Father of the Chappel. 1888 in Jacopt Printer’s Vocab. 

c. Hence, The presiding member, or president ; 
also, The leading individual of a number. , 

1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 1. 13 They call Abagni the 
father of rivers. 1704 Pore Windsor For. 219 Thou too, 
great father of the British floods! 1759 Jounson Rassedas 
i. x The mighty emperour, in whose dominions the Father 
of Waters begins his course. 1771 Smottetr Humph, Ci. 
(1846) 251, I will take your place .. and think myself happy 
to be hailed ‘ Father of the Feast’. 

10. i. (rarely s?mg.) The leading men or elders 


of a city or an assembly. 
1s90 T. Fenne Frutes 57 A grave father of Carthage who 
boldlie stood foorth. 1697 DryDEn 27eid 1.9 sear a ins 


FATHER. 


the Race of Alban Fathers come, 1776-81 Ginnon Dec7. & F. 
xlvii. P 13 The fathers .. of the council were awed by this 
martial array. did. 11.93 A council of senators, emphatic- 
ally styled the Fathers of the City, 1828 Scorr #. MZ. 
Perth vii, They were..the fathers of the city, 1837 Haw- 
THORNE Twice Told T. (1851) II. ii. 34 The Selectmen 
of Boston, plain, patriarchal fathers of the people. 

b. esp. The senators of ancient Rome. Some- 
times Conscript Fathers, see Consorirt a. 1. Also 


used for : The Patricians. 

1533 BeLtLENDEN Livy u. (1822) 158 The samin yere 
deceissit Meninius Agrippa, quhilk wes lufit baith with the 
Faderis and’small pepill. 1588 SHaxs. 77¢, A. m1. iii. 1. 
Heare me graue fathers. 1741 Mippieton Cicezo I. v. 382 
‘The authority of the Fathers, and the interests of the Re- 
public. 1843 Macautay Lays, Regil/us viii, The Fathers of 
the City Are met in high debate. — Horatius xxxiii, The 
Tribunes beard the high, And the Fathers grind the low. 

ll. attrib. and Comb. a. appositive (sense 1), as 

Sather-bird, -dog, -fool, -widower; (sense 1 b) as 
Jather-cause, -fount, -grape, -stock, -tree; (sense 5) 
as Father-God; (sense 6) as father-abbot, -confessor, 
-director, -jesuit, -preacher, -saint; (sense 9) as 
Jather-poet, -ruffian; b. attrib., as father-strength ; 
c. objective, as father-slayer ; also father-sick adj. 

1797 Mrs. Ravcuirre /taldianx xi, The ceremony began 
with the exhortation of the *Father-Abbot. 1795 Cowrrr 
Pairing Time 56 Soon every *father bird and mother Grew 
quarrelsome. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. £f.1, i. 1 The 
first and *father cause of Common Error. 1756-7 tr. 
Keysler's Trav. (1760) 1. 295 The admonitions of his 
*father-confessor. 1797 Mrs. Rapvcuirre /talian x, He who 
appeared to be the *Father-director of the pilgrimage. 1862 
H. Marryat Year in Sweden 1, 459 The *father-dog was 
kept tame, 1864 Tennyson Aylmer's F. 390 One of these 
old *father-fools, 1884 J. Hatt A Chr. Home 46 The 
*Father-fount of nature. 1875 W. P. Mackay Grace & 
Truth 213 Christians have been made sons of such a 
*Father-God. 1842 Tennyson Will Waterproof 7 Such 
[port] whose *father-grape grew fat On Lusitanian summers. 
1630 Wapswortu SP, P7ler. iii. 14 Obedience the Students 
are bound to bestow vpon “Father Iesuites. 1711 SHAFTESB. 
Charac.(1737) 1.243 Before the ageof Homer’ ortill suchtime 
as this *father-poet came into repute. 1691 tr. Hylianne’s 
Frauds RomishMonks277 The one half of the Alms. . belongs 
to the *Father-Preacher. 1814 Scotr Ld. of /sles m1. xxix, 
The *Father-ruffian ofthe band. 1842 Sir A. DE VerE Song 
of Faith 108 Hear holy lessons from the *Father-Saints. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa 111. lix.281 So “father-sick ! so family- 
fond !. 1483 Cath. Angl. 120 A *Fader slaer, patricida. 
1598 Sy_vesteR Du Bartas u. ii. 11. Colonies 526 From 
fruitfull loyns of one old *Father-stock. 187 B, Taytor 
Faust (1875) 11. 11. 206 The child in that bright season 
gaineth The “father-strength, 1605 SyLvester Du Bartas 
U, iii. 1. Vocation 139 Fruits that .. have a vertue given .. 
to draw their *father-tree to heav’n. 1845 Mrs. Norton 
Child [s?. (1846) 132 The *Father-widower. .Strokes down 
his youngest child’s long silken hair. 

12. Special combinations: father-better a. Sv., 
better than one’s father [cf. ON. /pdar-betringr sb.]; 
+ father-breeder = /ather-forger ; father-dust, the 
fructifying powder in the anther of flowers ;= 
PoLLEN; father-forger, one who counterfeits 
writings of the Fathers; father-general, the head 
or chief of the Society of Jesus ; + father-queller, 
a parricide; father-waur a. Sc., ‘ worse than one’s 
father’ (Jam.). Cf. father-better, and ON. fpdur- 
verringr sb. Also in syntactical combinations of 
the uninflected genitive, father-brother, -sister, 
Sc., a paternal uncle, paternal aunt; FaTHyR-KIN, 

1645 R. Battie Le/#, (1841) I. 295 Her glowming sonne, 
whom I pray God to bless, and make *father-better, 1624 
Gataker Transubst, 103 Under his name our Popish 
*Father-breeders have of late set out a many of Sermons and 
Treatises. 1513 DoucLtas eis vi. vi. 37 We stand con- 
tent ..That ay remane the chaist Proserpyna Within hir 
*faderis broderis boundis and ring. 1609 Skene Reg. AZaz. 
33 The father brother of the fathers side. 1728-46 THOMSON 
Spring 540 From family diffused To family, as flies the 
*father-dust, ‘The varied colours run, 1624 GaTAKER 
Transubst, 64 Our Popish *Father-forgers have set out 
divers things. 1587 FLeminG Contin. Holinshed 111, 1326/x 
Their “father generall deliuering them what he hath in 
office. 1679 Oates Myst. [nig. 16 All these .. do serve as 
Intelligencers to the Father General. c¢ 1440 Prop. Parv. 
145 *Fader Qwellare, patricida. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger 
on A foc, (1573) 22 b, A most arrant father queller. a 164% 
Br. Mountacu Acts & Jon. iv. § 52 (1642) 280 They would 
never endure Father-quellers to rule over them. 1597 
Skene De Verb. Sign. s.v. Eneya, The “father sister and 
her bairnes suld succeede. 

Father (fa'8o1), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1, ¢rans. To be or become the father of; to 


beget. 

1483 Cath, Angl. 120 To Fadyr, genitare. 1883 
Sranyuurst A@neis 1,285 By Mars fiery fathered twins, 
rsgt F. Sparry tr. Cattan's Geomancie 8x If the childe 
be right fathered. 1605 Sytvester Du Bartas ui, iii. 1, Vo- 
cation 997 Ismael..lives, to father mighty Progenies, 6x1 
Suaxs. Cyimb, tv, ii. 26 Cowards father Cowards, & Base 
things Syre Bace, 1877S. Lanier Poems, Florida Sunday 
103, I am one with all the kinsmen things That e’er my 
Father fathered. 1884 TENNyson Lecket mn. iii. 132 Had 
I fathered him I had given him more of the rod than the 
sceptre, 

b. fg. To originate, bring into existence; to be 
the author of (a doctrine, statement, etc.). 

1548 Gest Pr, Masse D iij/t The true meanyng of them 
who fathered the Canon. 160 HoLtanp Pliny I. ot When 
Some grave personage fathereth a lie, 1842 Tennyson Love 
§ Duty 7 Shall Error in the round of time Still father 
Truth? 1850 Kincsitry A/t. Locke vii, As wild Icarias .. 
as ever were fathered by a red Republic, 
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2. To appear or pass as, or acknowledge oneself, 
the father of ; + to adopt. 


¢ 1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxxi. 142 On bis wise may pai 
fader anober mannez childe. 1589 Warner Add. Eng, vi. 
xxx, (1612) 148 Who so the Childe shall git.. Vulcan. .shall 
father it. 1678 Drypen 7rue Widow Prol, 32 He's a sot, 
Who needs will father what the parish got. 1722 Dr For 
Col. Yack (1840) 213, I would father no brats that were not 
of my own getting. 1855 Macauray //ist. ing. III, 8 The 
charge of..fathering a supposititious child. ‘ 

Jig. 1737 Pore Hor. Epist. u. ii. 170 Use will father 
what's (her by Sense. 

b. To appear or acknowledge oneself as the 
author of ; to adopt; to take the responsibility of. 
Also + To represent oneself as the owner of. 

1591 Horsey 7vav. App. (Hakluyt Soc.) 282 They shall 
not..father any other mens goods but their owne, 1634 
Canne Necess. Separ. (1849) 242 The report goes that 
he was not the .. author of it, but another did it, and 
got him to father it. 1662-3 J. BirkeNnnEAD Assemzdly- 
Man To Rdr., Unwilling to father other mens sins. 
1727 Swirt Zo Earl of Oxford, Men of wit, Who 
often father’d what he writ. 1827 Scorr $777. (1890) II. 25 
A singular letter from a lady, requesting I would father a 
novel of hers. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. IV. xx. 498 By 
these two distinguished men Paterson’s scheme was fathered. 
Montague undertook to manage the House of Commons, 
Godfrey to manage the City. 1870 Spurcron Tveas. Dav, 
Ps, xliv. heading, No other writer should be sought for to 
father any of the Psalms, when David will suffice. 

3. To act asa father to, look after; +to carry 


out (a law). 

1877 tr. Bullinger’s Decades (1892) 192 Suppose ..there 
were no magistrate to execute and as it were to father those 
lawes. 1611 Suaxs. Cymzd, 1. ii. 395, I good youth And 
rather Father thee, then Master thee. 1892 Pad/ AZallG. 
3 May 3/t The way in which Khama fathers his people. 

4. +a. To trace the father of. Obs. b. Tofather 
oneself : to indicate one’s paternity. Ods. exc. dial. 

1599 SuHaks. Much Ado 1. i. 111 The Lady fathers her 
selfe : be happie Lady, for you are like an honorable father. 
1680 Burnet Rochester 14 A Child is fathered sometimes by 
its resemblance, 1878 Crmbrid. Gloss. s.v. Fadder, A child 
having features resembling those of its father ‘ fadders it sel’. 
Jig. 1808 Scotr in Lockhart xviii, This spirited composi- 
tion as we say in Scotland fathers itself in the manliness of 
its style. ; 

5. To name or declare the father of (a child). 
With const. 07, wfonw: To fix the paternity of (a 
child) ov or zpon ; to affiliate to. 

1570 Levins Manip. 78/1 To Father, patvem nominare. 
1611 Sreep Theat. Gt. Brit, i. 2/1 Brute should have had 
more sons fathered on him, 1625 K. Lone tr. Barclay’s 
Argenis i. xxii. 141 Neptune, upon whom..our Ancestors 
have fathered all the men of extraordinary huge stature. 
17.. Young Tamdlane 67-8 Father my bairn on whom 
IT will, I’ll father nane on thee. 1885 Dazly News 13 Mar. 
7/3 He advised her to father her child; Jdzd., He had 
asked her to father it upon the gardener, 


6. fig. of 5. To name the author of: rare. With 
const. + 0f, 07, wpon: ‘To ascribe (some thing) to 
(a person) as his production or work ; to attribute 


the authorship of (something) Zo (a person). 

1542 Upaty ELrasm. Afoph. i. xxii. 11 This saiying..is 
fathered on Socrates. 1548 Gest Pr. Masse I viij, The 
canones whiche the catholiques father of y® apostles. c 1590 
Cartwricut in Preshyt. Rev. Jan. 1888 120 Especially if 
these be ther workes which are fathered of them. a 1635 
Naunton /’ragm. Reg. (Arb.) 37 It is a likely report that 
they father on him. 1764 Fran«kiin Varrative Wks. 1887 
III. 269 To father the worst of crimes on the God of peace. 
1865 Livincstone Zambes? xix. 398 And coolly fathered the 
traffic on the Missionaries, 

b. To father (a thing) wfon (something else): 
to trace to (something) as a source or origin; to 
lay to the account of. 

1608 Vorksh. Tvag. i. ili, Fathering his riots on his youth. 
1680 Boyre Sceft. Chem. vi. 433 Such Phantastick and 
Un-intelligible Discourses.. father’d upon such excellent 
Experiments, x1702 Lxg. Theophrast. 270 We father upon 
love several dealings and intercourses in which it is not con- 
cerned, 1774 Fretcuer Jct. & Gen. Creed Pref, Wks. 
1795 III.313 The principle on which such a doctrine might 
be justly fathered. 

Cc. loosely, const. on, upon; To put upon, im- 
pose upon, attach to, 

1816 Kirpy & Sp, Lxutomol. (1828) 11. xvii. 47 This inter- 
pretation has been fathered upon them. 1874 H. R, Rey- 
NoLDS John Bafpt. iii. § 1. 147 note, Some attempt to father 
on the Christian Church the limitations and orders of the 
Jewish priesthood. 1885 Law Times LXXI1X, 190/2 The 
word ‘land’ is to bear the meaning which is fathered upon 
it by sub-sect. ro (i.). 

+7. With complement : To assert to be (some- 
thing) in origin ; to declare to have been originally. 

1606 Warner Alb, Eng. xiv. Ixxxiii. (1612) 346 The Scots 
- do father it The Stone that Iacob.. Did sleepe vpon. 1620- 
55 I. Jones Stone-/Teng (1725) 13 Jeffrey Monmouth .. was 
the first. .that father’d Stone-Heng their Monument. 

+ Fa‘ther-a:ge. Ods. [f. Farunr sd.+ Acr.] 
a. The time of life when one is a father; hence, 
amature age. b, An age earlier than the present, 
a period gone by. 

1596 Q. Exiz. ZLef, in Tytler 777st. Scot. (1864) IV. 350 
Were it in the nonage ofa prince, it might have some colour ; 
but in a Father-age it seemeth strange. 1633 P. Frercurr 
Purple Ist.1. ix, Tell me, ye Muses, what our father-ages 
Have left succeeding times to play upon, 


Fathered (fa'Soid), pf/. a. rare. [f.as prec. 
+-ED *,]_ Provided with or having a father. 


160r Suaxs, Fu/. C. 1. i. 297 Thinke you, Iam no stronger 
than my Sex Being so Father'd, and so Husbanded? 1605 





FATHER-IN-LAW. 


— Lear 1. vi. 117 That which makes me bend makes the 
king bow, He childed as I father’d! 1856 Mrs. Browninc 
Aur, Leigh vt. 648 Not much worse off in being fatherless 
Than I was, fathered. 


Fatherhood (fa‘Seihud) ; also + fatherhead. 
Forms: a. 4-5 fader-, -ir-, -ur-, -yr-, -hed(e, 
-heed, 5 fatherhed(e, 6 (fathered), Sc. father- 
heid, 6-7 fatherhead. 8. 5 fader-, -ir-, -hode, 
-hood, (fathyrod), 6 fatherhode, -hoode, 6- 
fatherhood. [f. FATHER sd. + -HOOD, -HEAD.] 

1. The attribute of being a father; the relation 
of a father to achild; paternity. Also in spiritual 


sense. 

¢1380 Wycuir SeZ, Wks. YI. 179 Frute of such fadurhede 
schal be joye of heven. 1579-80 hen Plutarch (1676) 21 
Patres Conscripti, which is a name of Father-head. «@ 1647 
Fitmer Patriarcha i. § 9 (1884) 19 ‘The right of fatherhood. 
1759 Jounson Let, to Simpson in Boswell, In his refusal 
to assist you there is neither good nature, fatherhood, nor 
wisdom, 1866 Gro, Exiot /, Zol¢ (1868) 119 I'll lay hold 
of them by their fatherhood. 

transf, 1889 Boys’ Own Paper 23 Mar: 400/t The father- 
hood of the game [stool-ball] to cricket is unmistakable. 

b. applied to God in his relation to mankind. 

r61r Perkins Cases Consc. (1619) 368 He beares in his 
person the image of Gods paternitie, or father-hoode. c 1620 
Donne Sern. xxxviii. 380 Now we consider God in a two- 
fold Paternity a two-fold Fatherhood. 1830 E. Irvine in 
Mackintosh Z7/é Il. 477 We pray for those orphans who 
have been deprived of their parents and are now thrown on 
the fatherhood of God. 1876 A. Swanwick in Contemp, 
Rev. June 116 This conception of the universal Fatherhood 
of God. .has changed..the aspect of the world, 

e. with especial reference to HA. iii. 15 after 


the Vulgate rendering ( paternitas). 

1382 Wycurr “fh, ili. 15 Oure Lord Jhesu Crist, of whom 
ech fadirheed in heuenes and in erthe is named. 1583 Gotp- 
ING Calvin on Deut, xxxvi. 214 We heare that all father- 
hoode proceedeth of God. 1588 A. Kina tr. Canisius’ 
Catech., Prayers 36 To the Father.. frome quhome al 
fatherheid in heauen and earth is named. 


“| d. confused use. The attribute of having a 


certain father. 

1846 Kensie Lyra Innoc., Children Like Parents 7 To 
descry The welcome notes of fatherhood, In form, and lip, 
and eye. 1878 Grosarr H. More's Poems Mem. Introd. 
41/t His conception of our common Fatherhood and 
Brotherhood was Christ-like. 


2. The relation of an author, originator, or per- 


petrator. vare. nS 

1871 H. B. FormAn Our Living Poets 462 Any more than 
Silisco and Ruggiero..lack..fatherhood to fine sayings. 
1885 Manch. Exam, 26 Jan. 5/1 To adopt the fatherhood of 
such atrocities is an easy way of obtaining credit. 

+8. Authority of or as of a father in various 
senses ; paternal authority, headship. Ods. 

1460 Play Sacram. 894 And in fatherhed that longyth 
to my dygnyte Vn to yow" grefe I wylle gyf credens, 
1563-87 Foxe A. & MM. (1596) x95/2 Yet had Becket 
no cause to claime fatherhood ouer the King. 1610 
Br. Carteton FYurisd. 4 Others..content to allowe the 
Pope’s Fatherhood in spirituall matters. 16453 Micron 
Tetrach. (1851) 165 Shall fatherhood, which is but man, for 
his own pleasure dissolve matrimony? 1690 Lockr Govt, 
1. ii. (1694) 5 We might have had an entire Notion of this 
Fatherhood, or Fatherly Authority. 

+4, The personality of a father; in 7hy, your, 
etc. fatherhood\s, a form of address, denomination, 
or title given: a. to ecclesiastics, esp. those of high 
rank. His Holy Fatherhood, the Pope. Ods. 

c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xxxi. 314 And [I] besoughte his 
holy fadirhode, pat my boke myghte be examyned. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 247/1 What thyng is in me yt hath dis- 
plesyd thy faderhede. 1534 Hildebrand (W. de W.) Avj, 
Althoughe he haue fulfylled the penaunce of thy fatherhode 
enjoyned, 1546 Bate Lng. Votaries 1. (1550) 22 b, Gregory 
the yj..had nothynge left hym, to sustayne hys owne holy 
fathered, .but the bare offerynges and a fewe rentes there 
besydes. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 870 Sixe whole 
books, should, by their father-hoods of Trent, be .. im- 
periously obtruded upon God, and his Church, 164 
Prynne Antif. 113 Never to make an end, till both parties 
hath given some possessions to his Holy Father-head. 
a 1661 Futter Worthies 11.147 He reproved Pope Sergius 
his fatherhood, for being a father indeed to a Base Child, 

b. to God, 
c1485 Digby Myst. (1882) mt. 904 That my prayour be 
resowndable to pi fathyrod In glory. 153 TinpaLe xf, 
1 Fohn 22 His fatherhed geueth pardon frely. 
ec. to a literal father; hence ge. to persons 
having a claim to respect. 

c1450 Henryson Jor. Fab. 46 Not to displease your 
Fatherhood, 1461 Paston Lett. No. 410 II. 39, I submytt 
me lowlely to your good faderhood, 1608 Mipn.eton 
Trick to Catch Old One 1, iv, Now to the judges, ‘ May it 
please your reverend honourable fatherhoods.’ 1682 Bunyan 
Holy War 256 If what we have said shall not by thy Father- 
hood be thought best. 

+ Fathering, v//. sb. Ods. [f. FATHER v. + 
-1nG !.] The action of the vb, FATHER ; an instance 
of this. ; 

1549 CoverDALE Evrasm, Par. Rone. i. 1 A fauourable 
and gentle fatherying, /did.6 Ye Romaines are .. by 
egorees & fatheryng, called all to the..Surname of Iesus 

riste, 


-Father-in-law (fa¥orinld). Also 5 fadyr 
in, yn, lawe, faderlaw, 6 fatherlaw. [App. 7 
Jaw =in Canon law. Cf. BROTHER-IN-LAW. ] 

1. The father of one’s husband or wife. 

¢ 1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 2272 Philomene, Un-to his 
fadyr in lawe gan he preye. 1467 Mann. § Househ. Exp. 


FATHERKIN. 


172 John Hobes and is faderlaw. #1533 Lp. Berners 
ffuon \xiv. 221 Gerard..called to hym his father in law, 
his wyfes father. 1598 Cuarman //zad ut. 187 The fairest 
of her sex replied: Most reverend father-in-law, Most 
loved, most fear’d. @1704 ‘I. Brown Eng. Sat. Wks. 1730 
I. 25 This ungenerous father-in-law .. discreetly hanged 
himself. 1843 Bernune Sc. Fireside Stor. 51 We are 
before the door of your intended father-in-law. 

Jig. 1650 B. Discolliminium 15 Pretended Necessity [is] 
the Father-in-law of intended iniquity. 

2, =STEPFATHER. Now commonly regarded as 
a misuse. 

1552 Hurorty Father in lawe, vi/vicus. 1894 Suaks. 
Rich, IIT, vy. iii. 8x All comfort that the darke night can 
affoord, Be to thy Person, Noble Father in Law. 1598 
GrENEWEY Tacitus’ Ann. ui. vi. (1622) 72 A..band of alli- 
ance..betwixt the father in law, and his wiues children. 
1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa IV. xxiii. 122 Nancy could 
not bear a father-in-law. 1773 GoLnsm. Stoops to Cong. 1. 
ii, Father-in-law has been calling me a whelp and hound. 
1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. iv, 1 am not their father, ’m 
only their father-in-law. 1876 Gro. Exior Dax. Der. lvi, 
I did not like my father-in-law to come home. 

Hence Father-in-law v. once-wd., to call (a 
man) father-in-law. 

, x749 Fietpine Tom Yones xv. v, Ul teach you to father- 
in-law me. F 
+ Fa‘therkin. Ods. [OE. feder cyn (=ON. 
- fodur kyr), f. feder, genit. of frder FavHER + cyn 
Kin. OE. had also fad(e)ren cyn, where the former 
word is an adj.] Descent by the father’s side. 

O. E. Chron. an. 755 § 3 And hiera ryht feeder cyn 
geb to Cerdice. [a 1000 Crist. 248 (Gr.) Nu we areccan ne 
mazon beet feedrencynn.}] c1440 Promp. Parv. 145 Fadyr- 
kyn, or modyrkyn, Jarentela. 1586 J. Heywoop Spider 
§ F&. xxxix. 7x From which grownd..by my fatherkin 
I will not starte. 


Fatherland (fa Sorl&nd). 
Layp. 

1. The land of one’s birth, one’s country. Zz 
fatherland, at home (opp. to abroad). Cf. 
MorHER-COUNTRY. . 

1623 WoprorrHE Marrow Fr. Tongue 270, 1 thanke my 
lucke that hath caused me to find here my Countryman, and 
one of my Fatherland. 1635 T.ObELt (¢/¢Ze), A brief and short 
Treatise called the Christian’s Fatherland. 1683 F. Extis 
Let. in Hedges’ Diary (1887) 120, 1 hope..to meet with 
much better [Justice] in Father-Land for y® inexpressable 
damage done me. 1799 W. Taytor in AZonthly Mag. VII. 
399 Through thee alone the father-land is dear. 1840 Grn. 
P, Tuomrson Lxverc. (1842) V. 130 Returning to their 
fatherland in peace. 1873 Symonps Grk, Poets v. 138 
Stesichorus acknowledged an Ionian colony for his father- 
land. 

b. Used to translate the Dutch or German 
vaderland, vaterland. The fatherland: now 


usually = Germany. 

1672 Tempe Ess. Govt. Wks. 1731 I. 100 The Dutch.. 
instead of our Country, say our Father-land. 1791-1823 
D'Israevi Cur. Lit. (1858) ILI. 3x ‘The glorious history of 
its independence under the title of Vaderlandsche Historie 
—the history of Fatherland. 1839 W. CuamBers Zour 
Holland 9/1The attachment which the Dutch show to their 
Vaderland, or Fatherland, as they commonly term it. 
1864 Macm. Mag. Oct. 433 Its [Tiibingen’s] famous Univer- 
sity..more identified with the spiritual..development of 
Germany than any other single institution in the Father- 
land. 1874 Mortey Compromise (1886) 6 A German has his 
dream of a great fatherland. 

2. The land of one’s fathers; mother-country. 

182z W. Irvine Graceb. Hall 1. 13 The ancient and 
genuine characteristics of my fatherland. 1831 Blackw. 
Mag. Sept. 528/2 ‘They [the Americans] look to a dreadful 
breaking-up of those old establishments, under the shelter 
of which have grown..the liberties of their ‘father-land’ 
[Great Britain]. 

Hence Fa'therlandish a. [+-isu], of, or per- 
taining to, one’s fatherland. 

1832 tr. Zour Germ. Prince Ill. x. 279 Two genuine 
Niirnberg housewives, dressed in their fatherlandish caps, 
Ibid, \V. ii. 117 The immoveable and unchangeable father- 
landish friend,—the majestic Mont Blanc, ’ 

Fa‘ther-la‘sher. The name of two species 
of sea-fish, Cottes bubalis and scorptus. 

1674 Ray Collect. Words, Fishes 104 Father-lasher, Cor- 
nubiensibus pueris dictus: Scorpena Bellony. 1740 R. 
Brooxes Art of Angling u. xx. 125 The Father-lasher.. 
when full-grown does not exceed nine Inches in length. 
1863 Coucn /ishes Brit, Isl. 11. 9 The Father-lasher, or 
Sting-fish, will live long out of the water. 


Fatherless (faorlés), a. [See -LEss. 

In the OE. fradur-léas the first element is the normal 
form (not elsewhere occurring) corresponding to ON. Sodur 
genitive of fader; the word is therefore not in origin a true 
compound, but a syntactic combination; cf. ON. /pdur- 
lauss.) 

1. Having no father. 

c120s Lay. 21897 Pu hauest. . vre children imaken faderlese. 
a 1225 Ancr, R. 10 Helpen widewen & federlease children. 
@ 1340 Hamrote Psalter ix. 42 Pe fadirles barn. c 1450 
Merlin ii. 35 Sholde ye not haue sought the fadirles childe. 
1549 Bk. Com. Prayer Litany, That it may please thee to 
..provide for the fatherlesse children and widows. 1594 
Suaxs. Rich. Z//. 11. ii. 64 Our fatherlesse distresse was left 
vnmoan’d. 1600 Hotianp Livy u. 76 The commonwealth 
was half fatherlesse as it were, for the losse of a Consull. 
1719 J. RicHARDSON Sc. Connoisseur 127 We can be satisfied 
we are not .. exposed here in a Fatherless World. 1801 
Sourney T/alaba t. ii, The widow’d mother and the father- 
less boy. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets vii. 229 How shall I, 
Brotherless, friendless, fatherless, alone, Live on? 

absol. c1000 Ags. Ps, xciii. [xciv.]6 Widwan & wrecan 
of-slogun & feadur-lease of-slogun. cx300 Havelok 75 To 
pe faderles was he rath. 1382 Wyciir Yas. i. 27 Pupilles, 


[f Farner sb. + 
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that is, fadirles or modirles or bothe. x16xx Bini Ps, lxviii. 
5 A father of the fatherlesse. €1737 Dopstry “pit. Q. 
Caroline Misc. (1777) 227 Ask the cries of the Fatherless, 
they shall tell thee. 1813 SHeLtey Q. Mad ut. 28 Hearest 
thou not The curses of the fatherless ? 

2. Of a book, etc.: Without a known author; 
anonymous. Ods. exc. with intentional metaphor. 

1611 Braum. & FL. Philaster w. ii, There's already a 
thousand fatherless tales amongst us. 164r R. Brooke 
Lng. Episc, u. i. 67 A fatherlesse Treatise of Timothy’s 
Martyrdome. 1732 London Mag. I. 78 To call that a 
fatherless Story. 1803 Pic Nic No. 14 (1806) II. 26x She 
humanely adopted several fatherless essays .. that were 
wandering about the world. 

Hence Fa‘therlessness, fatherless condition. 

1727-36 in Battry. 1832 in Wessrer; and in later Dicts. 

Fatherlike (fa‘Sorloik), a. and adv. [f. as prec. 
+-LIKE.] Like a father. 

A. adj. 

+1. Resembling one’s father. Ods. 

¢1425 Wynroun Cron. vu. vi. 135 Fadyre-lyk in all hys 
Dedis. 1614 R. Witkinson Paive Serm. 11 It were well 
for the child, if it were not so fatherlike. .as it is, 

2. Having the aspect and bearing of a father. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 5 Apr. 2/t One of the most loveable 
and father-like men I have ever seen. 

3. Such as is proper to a father ; such as a father 
would do ; fatherly. 

1570 Levins Manip. 122 Fatherlike, Jaternus. 1581 
Marseck Bk, of Notes 138 This manner of breaking of 
bread was verie fatherlike and commendable among the 
elders of olde time. @ 1641 Br. Mounracu Acts § Mon. iv. 
§ 67 (1642) 296 He gave them father-like education. 1654 
Futter Comm, Ruth (1868) 127 Young men will herupon 
take occasion. .to despise their. .father-like authority. 1681 
W. Rosertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 1079 This is right 
father-like. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Faather-like, fatherly. 

B. adv. As a father, in a fatherly manner. 

1604 Drayton Owl 539 How father-like he giues afflic- 
tion bread. 1675 Brooxs Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 567 
Observe how fatherlike he melts and mourns over them. 
1834 H. F. Lyte Hymn, ‘ Praise my Soul,’ Father-like 
he tends and spares us. 1864 Tennyson 2x. Ard. 154 The 
feeble infant. .Whom Enoch took. .and fondled fatherlike. 

Fatherliness (fa-dorlinés). [f Faruercy a. 
+-NESS.] The quality of being fatherly ; fatherly 
character, function, or feeling. 

1551 Curke Jatt. Let. iv. (1843) 116 His fatherlines in 
life, his authoritee in knowlege. 1662 J. CHANDLER Van 
feimont’s Oriat. 147 Although a fleshly Father doth give 
of his own, whence the name of Paternity or fatherliness is 
given unto him. 1727-36 in Baitey. 1820 L. Hunr /vdi- 
cator No. 16 (1822) I. 124 Ah, young gentleman, said he 
(for so he called me in the fatherliness of his age), 1856 
Lit. Churchman 11. 90/1 The fatherliness of God, as distin- 
guished from His justice. 

Fatherling (fa-‘dorliy). (Only in nonce-uses.) 
[f. Faruer sd.+-Line.] <A little father. Used a, 
as an affectionate mode of address; b. in contempt. 

1625 UssHer Answ. Fesuit 282 These bastard fatherlings 
in their Nicene Creed, did not onely insert this clause., 
but, etc. 1826 Blackw. Mag. XX. 847 In what nation.. 
but the German, does a daughter address her father as her 
* dear little fatherling’? 

Father-long-legs. = Dappy-Lona-Lucs 
(the cranefly, and long-legged spider). 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 226 Father Long Legs, 
Phalangium, Several species. 1808 Sorting Mag. XXX1. 
169 A spider, ora father long legs. 1856 Miss Yoncr Dazsy 
Chain 1. xxii. (1879) 600 Mary climbs like a cow, and 
Ethel like a father-long-legs, 

Fatherly (fa‘Sorli), a. [OL. federlic, £. feder, 
FATHER + -Z2c : see -LY !.] 

+1. Of or pertaining to a (natural or spiritual) 
father ; paternal. Ods. 

1599 SHAks. AZuch Ado wv. i. 75 By that fatherly and 
kindly power, That you haue inher. 1626 L. Owen Sec. 
Jesuit. (1629) 33 Of his owne meere fatherly and Apostati- 
call motion. @ 1633 Lrennarp tr. Charron’s Wisd, 1. x\vii. 
§ 3 (1670) 174 Now this fatherly power..is almost of it self 
lost and abolished. 

+b. Of or pertaining to ancestors; ancestral. 
Hence also, Venerable. Ods. 

azo000 Llene 431 (Gr.) Py les..pa feederlican lare [sien] 
forlaten. 1581 Sipnry Afol. Poetic (Arb.) 48 Poetrie is.. 
of most fatherly antiquitie. 1634 CAanne WVecess. Separ. 
(1849) 154 [Ecclesiastical decrees, constitutions, provincial 
and synodal statutes, fatherly customs. 

2. Resembling a father; +a. In age, hence, 
venerable (oés.). %. In character or demeanour. 

1577 Nortusrooke Dicing (1843) 19 That place is more 
fitte for such olde fatherly men as you are, than for such 
yong menas lam, 1583 Sruspes Avat, Abus. 1. (1882) 
71 The bishops are graue, ancient, and fatherlie men. 1777 
Map. D’Arstay Larly Diary (1889) I1. 277 How friendly, 
and fatherly, sweet soul! 1832 L, Hunr Six R. Esher 
(850) 89 A. gentleman..who.. having no children is so 
fatherly as to take care of the children of others. 1867 
O. W. Hotmes Guardian Angel iv. (1891) 47 He had been 
fatherly with Susan Posey. 

3. Of the feelings and conduct ; Such as is proper 
in or from a father; natural to a father; paternal, 

¢ 1440 Gesta Rom, lii. 232 (Harl, MS.) Crist..hathe to vs 
a fadirlye affeccion, 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 28 
Y..thankid him that he wolde white safe to chaste me. .ina 
fadyrly chastment. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 198 
The father of heuen shewed hymselfe in a fatherly voyce, 
sayenge. 1533 Gau Richt Vay (1888) 86 Lat vsz knaw thy 
faderlie lwiff. 1623 Jas. I. in Ellis Orig. Left, 1. 283. II. 
14x With my fatherlie blessing. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases 
Conse. 111. iv. 264 Humbly to submit yourselfe to his fatherly 
directions. 1776 Foote Bankrupt u. Wks. 1799 II. 122 Per- 
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FATHOM. 


haps it was a fatherly weakness. 1801 Soutury Thalaba x. 
xii, T was fear, Fatherly fearand love. 1828 D’IsrartiChas. /, 
I. ii. 16 The fatherly admonition was received in silence. 

Fatherly (fadoli), adv. [f. Farumr sd. + 
-LY2,] In a fatherly manner, as a father; with 
a father’s care and affection. 

@ 1500 Orol. Sap. in Anglia X. 364, 1 am so fadirly 
admonestid. 1589 Pasgwil’s Return D ij, Exhorting him 
fatherlie to giue ouer that course. a1723 1. MATHER Vind. 
New Eng. in Andros Tracts U1. (1869) 27 God hath for 
a while Fatherly Chastised them by those Rods. c 1848 
LoweLL Changeling, I cannot lift it up fatherly, And 
bliss it upon my breast. 1853 Mrs. Browninc Poevis, 
Runaway Slave, The sky..That great smooth Hand of 
God stretched out On all his children fatherly. 

Fathership (fadoifip). [f. Farner sd.+ 
-SHIP.] The position, state or relation of a father ; 
paternity, fatherhood. + Also in Ais Lathership : 
the personality of an ecclesiastical father. 

1583 GotpinG Calvin on Deut. \xxx. 489 Let vs beware of 
such maner of fathership. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals. 1. 
60 His Fathership. 1755 JoHNson, Paternity, fathership ; 
the relation of a father. 1809 Soutury Le#é. (1856) II. 168 
After the fathership, and sonship, and all the other ships 
have been exhausted, 1871 Sat, Rev. 15 Apr. 457 There 
was not a throne which did not acknowledge in his [the 
Pope’s] fathership the palladium of its liberty and strength. 
1875 M. Coruins Blacksmith § Scholar, etc. (1876) ILI. 107 
The man whose fathership she disowned. 1890 T. W. 
Auuizs Peter's Rock 468 The civil bond sprung from a 
spiritual fathership. 

+Fatholt. Sc. Ods. rare. [?a. Du. vathout, 
f. vat cask + howt wood.] ? Staves for casks. 

1543 Aderd. Reg. V. 18 (Jam.), xij hundreth fatholt at 
fourty sh. the hundreth. 

Fathom (fee'dam), sb. Forms: 1 feSm, fedm, 
2-4 fedme, 4 fepme, fademe, 3 fadim, (fadum, 
fathum, south. veSme), 4-5 fadme, 4-6 fadom(e, 
5-6 fadam(e, fathem, (Sc. fadowme, fawdom(e, 
5 fadmen, fadym, south. vathym, veth(e)ym, 
6 faddam, feddom, Sc. faldom, faudom, south. 
vadome),6 fatham(e, 6-7 fathome, 7 faddom(e, 
7— fathom. [OE. fwd str. masc. (also fem.) 
corresponds to OFris. fethm sing., OS. fathmdés pl., 
the two arms outstretched (Du. vadem, vaant, 
measure of 6 feet), OHG. fadum cubit (mod.G. 
Jaden measure of 6 feet), ON. Sapir (Icel. fadmr, 
Da. favn, Sw. fam) the outstretched arms, em- 
brace, bosom, also measure of 6 feet :—OTeut. 
*fapmo-z, cognate with Goth. faa, MHG. vade 
enclosure, f. Teut. root /ep-, fap-:—pre-Teut. Zet-, 
pot-, whence also Gr. mérados spreading, broad, 
meravyuva to spread out. 

Formally identical with this word are the MDu. vademz, 
OHG. fadum, fadani(MHG., vadem, vaden, mod.G, fader), 
thread ; cf. OWelsh e¢evz in same sense. Possibly the two 
widely divergent senses of the type */aJmo- may be ex- 
plained as different applications of the etymological sense 
‘stretching out’.] ; , , 

+1. In gl. The embracing arms; in szng.= 
Bosom 1b. OE. only. 

a 1000 Riddles xxvii. 25 (Gr.) Freonda py ma pa. .hilufan 
fedmum feeste clyppad. axz000 Andreas 825 (Gr.) Da.. 
het lifes brytta..englas sine, feedmum ferizean. . leofne. 

+b. fig. Grasp, power, Ods. 

Beowulf 1210 3ehwearf pa in Francna fedm feorh 
cyninges. @ 1000 Crist 1486 (Gr.) Pe ic alysde me feondum 
of fadme. 1607 Mippteton Michael. Term Induct., 
I grasp best part of the autumnian blessing In my con- 
tentious fathom. 1622 Firrcuer Profhetess u. i, He 
beleeves the earth is in his fadom. : 

+e. The object of embrace, the ‘ wife of thy 
bosom’. Obs. rave}. 

1602 Dekker Satiromastix Wks. 1873 I. 209 Thy Bride 
. She that is now thy fadom. ~ f 

2. +a. A stretching of the arms in a straight 
line to their full extent. Also in to make a fathont. 

1519 Horman Vlg. 29 The length..fro the both toppys of 
his myddell fyngers, whan he maketh a vadome. 1607 
Torsett Four-f, Beasts 717 The first of these hornes. . being 
of the length of my fadome. 1646 Sir T. Browne Psexd. 
Ep. ww. v. 191 The extent of his fathome. .is equall unto the 
space between the soale of the foot and the crowne. 1785 
Burns Hadloween xxiii. note, Take an opportunity of going 
..to a bean-stack, and fathom it three times round. ‘The 
last fathom of the last time you will catch in your arms 
the appearance of your future conjugal yoke-fellow. 

b. fig. Breadth of comprehension, grasp of 


intellect; ability. Obs. exc. arch. __ 

1604 Suaks. O¢/. 1. i, 153 Another of his Fadome, they 
haue none. 1827 T, Hamuton Cyril Thornton (1845) &9 
This..is beyond my fathom to determine, 

3. A measure of length. 

+a. The length of the forearm ; a Cusir. Obs. 

c1ooo Aeurric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 158/10 Cuditum, 
Fzedm betwux elbozan and handwyrste. ¢ 1000 — Gev, vi. 15 
Preo hund fapma bib se arc on lenge. @ 1175 Cott. Hom. 
225 An arc preo hund fedme lang. c1205 Lay. 27686 
Pat sper purh rahte fulle ane uedme. a1300 Cursor M. 
21532 (Gott) He right depe had doluen dare, Ma pan 
c 1440 Prop. Parv, 145 Padme, or 
fadyme, zlna. 

b. The length covered by the outstretched arms, 
including the hands to the tip of the longest finger ; 
hence, a definite measure of 6 feet (formerly for 
some purposes less: see quot. 1751), now chiefly 
used in taking soundings. ge 

a800 Corpus Gloss., Passus, faedm, wel re stridi, 
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c1300 K, Adis. 546 His taile was fyve fedme long. ¢ 1400 
Rom. Rose 1393 These trees were sette..One from another 
in assise Five fadme or sixe. c¢1450 Merdix 31 This tour is 
iij or iiij fadom of height. «1490 Botoner /¢in, (Nasmith 
1778) 175 Arches of x vethym yn hyth. 1496 Ld. Treas. 
Acct. Scot. (1877) I. 291, vj fawdome of smal pail3oune tow, 
ilk fawdome ijd. 1526 TinpaLe Acfs xxvii. 28 The ship- 
men..sounded and founde it .xx. feddoms. 1580 Barer 
Alu. F 199 As big as four men could compasse with their 
armes, or foure fathom broade. 1610 Suaks. Tevez. 1. ii. 396 
Full fadom fiue thy Father lies. 1643 WinrHrRop ¥rnZ. (1790) 
325 They..presented the court with twenty-six fathom more 
ofwampom. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury wu. 163/2 The deep- 
ness of Water is sounded by Faddoms. 1748 Anson's Voy. 
ul. ii. 219 We could not find ground with sixty fathom of 
line. 1751 Cuambers Cyc/. s.v., There are three kinds of 
fathoms .. The first, which is that of men of war, contains 
six feet ; the middling, or that of merchant ships, five feet 
and a half; and the small fathom, used in fluyets, fly-boats, 
and other fishing-vessels, only five feet. 1814 Scotr Ld. of 
Isles 111. xx, ‘Where lies your bark?’ ‘ Ten fathom deep in 
ocean dark!’ 1865 Livincstone Zambesi ix. 197 We.. 
handed him two fathoms of cotton cloth. 1878 Huxtry 
Physiogr. 176 The Gulf Stream itself is not more than 100 
fathoms deep. 
+e. (See quots.; perh. some error.) Ods. 

1692-1708 Co.rs, Fathom, three Feet in length. 1751 
Cuampers Cycé, s.v., Fathom is..used in several countries, 
particularly Italy, for the common yard or ell. 

d. in f/. Depths. “#. and jig. Also in fig. ex- 
pressions Lathoms deep, fathoms down ; cf. 6. 

1608 MippLeton Tvick to Catch Old One i. i, Swallow 
up his father.. Within the fathoms of his conscience. 1611 
Suaks. Wint. T. 1. iv. 502 All. .the profound seas, hides In 
vnknowne fadomes. 1880 Miss Brappon Fst as L ant xviii, 
You will sink fathoms deep in my respect. 

4. Mining (see quot. 1881), 

1778 W. Pryce Min. Cornub. Gloss. 320/1 Work in the 
Cornish Mines, is generally performed by the fathom. 1872 
Raymonp S‘atist. Mines & Mining 315 [Cost of] stoping 
$12 or $18 per fathom [of ore]. 1881 — Mining Gloss., A 
fathom of mining ground is six feet square by the whole 
thickness of the vein. 

5. A certain quantity of wood; now, a quantity 
6 ft. square in section, whatever the length may be. 

* 1577 Harrison England u. xxii. (1877) 1. 340 Our tanners 
buie the barke..by the fadame. 1 Wor.ince Syst. 
Agric. (1681) 317 A Fathom of Wood is a parcel of Wood 
set out, six whereof make a Coal Fire. 168: BLount Glossogr., 
When a Ship is past service they saw the wood of it in 
length, and sell it by the fathom, which is six foot, two 
broad, and six high. 1835 Variff Tables in McCulloch 
Dict. Commerce 1133 Lathwood in pieces under 5 feet in 
length, per fathom, 6 feet wide and 6 feet high [duty] 
44 58. od.; 12 feet long or upwards, per fathom, 6 feet wide 
and 6 feet high, £1312s.0d. 1875 I. Lasterr Timber & 
Timber Trees 252, 18000 fathoms of firewood were imported 
into London in 1874. 

6. attrib, and Comb., as fathom lot; fathom- 
deep a.=fathoms deep (see 3d), excessively deep ; 
fathom health, a health (drunk) fathoms deep 
(see prec.) ; fathom line, the line used in testing 
the depth of the sea in fathoms ; also fg.; fathom- 
proof (zonce-wd.), unfathomable; fathom-tale 
(Afining), a fixed sum for every fathom excavated ; 
fathom-wood [cf. Sw. famnved, Ger. fadenholz| 
(see quot. 1867). 

1835 Edin. Rev. Apr. 75 *Fathom-deep in murders and 
debaucheries. 1850 ‘TENNyson Jz Mem. x. 18 If .. the 
roaring wells Should gulf him fathom-deep in brine. 1600 
Dekker Gentle Cra/t Wks. 1873 I. 71 Carowse mee *fadome 
healths to the honour of the shoomakers. 1596 SuHAks. 
t Hen. IV, 1. iii. 204 The deepe, Where *Fadome-line could 
neuer touch the ground. 1816 Byron Pr. of Chillon vi, The 
fathom-line was sent From Chillon’s snow-white battle- 
ment. 1821 SHELLEY Lfzpsych. oo The brief fathom-line of 
thought or sense. 1792 Elizabeth Percy J. 91 As if he 
thought what passed, a smooth surface, but not *fathom- 
proof. 1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., *Fathom-tale..prob- 
ably arises from the payment for such work by the space 
excavated, and not by the ore produced. 1867 Smyti? 
Sailor's Word-bk., *Fathom-wood, slab and other offal of 
timber, sold at the yards, by fathom lots, 

Fathom (fe'Som), 7. Forms: 1 feSmian, 3 
fadme, 4 fapme, 6-7 fadom(e, fathame, 7 
fathome, 7- fathom. [OE. /xdmian=OHG. 
Sademin, ON. fapma (Icel. fadma, Da. favre, Sw. 
Janna) :—OTeut. fapméjan, f.*fapmo- Faviom sd. ] 

Ll. ¢rans. To encircle with extended arms. 

¢1300 Havelok 1295 And mine armes weren so longe, 
‘That I fadmede, al at ones, Denemark, with mine longe 
bones. 1637 Pockrincton Altare Chr. 9x It contained 
too many Cubits for him to..fathome it roundabout. 1646 

. Hatt Hore Vac. 71 No man ought to graspe more then 

ecan well fathome. 1775 in AsH. 1810 J. Hopcson Let. 
in Raine AZem. (1857) 1. 65 Ten trunks each more than 
I can fathom. 1828 Scorr ¥rxd. II. 187 Trees..so thick 
that a man could not fathom them. 

transf. and fig. 

Beowulf 3133 Hie..leton..flod fadmian fratwa hyrde. 
ax000 Andreas 1574 (Gr.) Weter fedmedon. 1626 Mas- 
SINGER Kowt, Actor v.i, Caesar ..in his arms Fathoming 
the earth. 1644 Dicsy Wat. Bodies Ded. (1658) 15 Flashy 
wits. .cannot fadom the whole extent of a large discourse. 

+b. To clasp or embrace (a person). Zo 
JSathom together: to embrace mutually. Ods. 
13.. L. EL. Allit. P. B. 399 Frendez fellen in fere fabmed 


to-geder. c1440 Promp. Parv. 145 Fadmyn(fadomyn, P.), 
ulno. 1629 ‘Tl. Avams Latall Banket, Shot Wks. 1861 1. 


242 Lascivious Delilahs. .fadomed him in the arms of lust. 

2. Of two or more persons: To encircle by ex- 
tending the arms in line, with the view of measur- 
ing the girth. Ods. exc. arch. 


100 


15855 Even Decades 68 Seuen men .. with theyr armes 
streached furthe were scarsely able too fathame them [trees] 
aboute. 1652-62 HryLyn Cosmogr. 1. (1682) 148 Stocks of 
Vines..as big in bulk as two men can fathom, 1724 R. 
Fatconer Voy. (1769) 135 Mr. Musgrave and I could but 
just fathom it. 1874 Dasenr Zales fr. F7eld 261 We will 
fathom it [a tree] and then we shall soon see. 

b. Of one person: To measure in fathoms by 
means of the two outstretched arms. *a7‘e. 

1680 Play-bill in Rendle & Norman /zus Old Southwh., 
He [the Gyant] now reaches ten foot and a half, fathoms 
near eight feet, spans fifteen inches, 1785 Burns [see 
Fatruom sé. 2a]. 

+3. intr. Zo fathom about: to try what the 
arms will take in; to grope about. Obs. rare. 

13.. EZ. E. Allit. P. C. 273 Per he festnes pe fete & 
fine: aboute, & stod vp in his stomak. : 

4. trans. To measure with a fathom-line; to 


ascertain the depth of (water) ; to sound. 

1634 Brereton 7'vav. (1844) 5 Fathoming the depth of the 
water over against Brill, we found [etc.]. 1665 Sir'l’. Her- 
BERT 7vav. (1677) 253 In other places .. [the Ocean] never 
hitherto has been fathomed. 1721-1800 in BaiLry. 1860 
Maury Piys. Geog. Sea xiii. § 563 Attempts to fathom the 
ocean, both by sound and pressure. 

Jig. 1613 Hieron Spirit. Sonne-ship ii. Seri. 372 This 
loue, to bee Sonnes, who can fadome it? 1642 R. Car- 
PENTER Lxferience v. xvii. 314 O God, who can fadome 
thy eternity? 168x Drypen Ads. & Achit. 742 To sound 
the depths and fathom. .The Peoples hearts. 1732 BERKE- 
Ley Alcifhr. v1. § 17 An abyss of wisdom which our line 
cannot fathom. 1875 Hamerton Jxte/l. Life vu. i. 281 
A.. French nobleman whose ignorance I have frequent 
opportunities of fathoming. 

b. To get to the bottom of, dive into, penetrate, 


see through, thoroughly understand. 

1625 Massincer Vew Vay v. i, The..statesman. . believes 
he fathoms The counsels of all Kingdoms on the earth. 1686 
J. Smrru Baroscope 91 Causes .. very difficult for Human 
Wit to Fathom. 1748 Axson’s Voy. 111. ix. 400 ‘There was 
some treachery designed him, which he could not yet fathom, 
1781 Map. D’ArsLay Diary May, [His] character I am at 
this moment unable tofathom., 1839 Kricutiey (77st. Lng. 
I. 443 He could conceal his own designs and fathom those 
of others. 1853 C. Bronté Vd/et¢te xxxvii. (1876) 416, I saw 
something in that lad’s eye I never quite fathomed. 


5. zntr. To take soundings. “Zt. and fig. Also, 


+ To fathom into: to enquire into. 

1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. 1. iii, And deeply fadom'd 
into all estates. 1751 R. Partock P. Wilkins (1884) I. 84 
When fathoming, I could find no bottom. 1855 Mi_mMaAn 
Lat. Chr. (1864) III. vi. ii. 389 The philosopher .. went 
fathoming on..in the very abysses of human thought. 
1878 Browninc La Saisiaz 72, 1 can fathom by no plum- 
met-line sunk in life’s apparent laws. 

Fathomable (feSomab’l), a. [f prec. + 
-ABLE.] Capable of being fathomed or sounded. 

1697 Damrier Voy. (1698) I. 531 Southward of all the 
Soundings, or fathomable ground. 1727 in Battery vol, II. 

b. fig. Comprehensible ; intelligible. 

1633 Ames Agst. Cerem. u._178 These [arguments] .. 
seeming more fadomable. 1647 Be, Hai Satan's fiery darts 
quenched i. vi. 303 Things .. not fadomeable by reason. 
1781 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 26 June, Mr. Crutchley .. 
continues the least fathomable .. of all men I have seen. 

Fathomer (fe'Samo1). Also 6-7 fadomer, 
7 feathomer. [f. as prec. +-ER1.] 

1. One who fathoms: in the senses of the vb. 

1598 Frorio, Scandagliatore..afadomer of the sea. 1616 
Lane Sgr.’s T. 1x. 25 Time, the feathomer of wittes and 
spoile. 1660 HoweLt Lex. Tetragl., A Fadomer, toiseur. 
1790 Cowrer /diad 1. 726 Fathomer of my conceal’d designs. 

B An instrument for ascertaining the depth of 


the sea (see quot.). 

1823 Mechanic's Mag. No. 4. 59 The object of the 
Fathomer is to obtain soundings without heaving-to. 

Fa‘thoming, v//. sb. [f. as prec.+-1ne 1] 

1. The action of encircling with the arms. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 145 Yademynge, zlnacio. 1630 
Donne Serm. |xxii. 736 A net is a large thing past thy 
Fadoming if thou cast it from thee, but if thou draw it to 
thee, it will lie upon thy arme. 

2. The action or process of ascertaining the 
depth (of the sea, etc.). 

1642 Rocers Vaaman 181 The fadoming of so bottome- 
lesse depth, 1727 Philip Quarll7g Very expert in the Art 
of Fathoming. 

b. attrib., as fathoming-line. 

a 1800 CowrPEer Cow. Milton's P. L.11. 934 A fathoming- 
line..for the purpose of sounding an abyss. 1874 H.R. 
Reynotps Yohn Bapt. vi. § 1. 364 The prophet here 
plunged his fathoming line into a deep ocean, 

Fathomless (feSomlés), a. [f. as prec. + 
-LESS.] 

+1. That cannot be clasped with the arms. Ods. 

1606 Suaxs. 77. § Cy 1. ii. 30 Wil you.. buckle in 
a waste most fathomlesse With spannes and inches? 

2. That cannot be measured with a fathom Jine; of 
measurelessdepth. Often of a metaphorical ‘abyss’. 

1638 G. Sanpys Paraphr. Div. Poems Ex. xv, God, in 
the fathomlesse Profound, Hath all his choice Commanders 
drown’d. 1644 Mitton Lduwc. (1738) 126 Fathomless and 
unquiet deeps of controversy. 1647 CLARENDON //7st, Reb, 
1. (1843) 6/2 That fathomless abyss of reason of state, 1801 
Soutney 7halabavu. vi, Adown.. Plunge the whole waters ; 
so precipitous, So fathomless a fall. 1830 TENNYSON Ode fo 
Memory iii, The half-attain’d futurity, Tho’ deep not fathom- 
less, 1871 E. F. Burr Ad Fidem xv. 293 Passing up through 
fathomless azure. 

3. fg. That cannot be penetrated or fully under- 
stood ; incomprehensible. Cf. Farnom v, 4b. 

1645 Mitton Zetrach. (1851) 184 Heer lies the fadomles 














FATIGATION. 


1713 Younc Last Day 1. 229 Oh joys unmix’d, 
1883 E. Cropp in Axow/. 15 June 
1891 Spec- 


absurdity. 
and fathomless delight ! 
352/2 The fathomless mystery of the universe. 
tator 14 Feb., His ignorance. .is fathomless. 

Hence Fa‘thomlessly adv. 

1822 Byron Werner ww. i. 506 His death was fathomlessly 
deep in blood. 1878 Masgue Poets 29 The smile so fathom- 
lessly bland. 

+ Fa‘ticane. Obs. rare—'. [ad. L. fatican-us, 
f, fati- comb. form of fatum Fate + canére to sing.] 


A singer of fate; a prophet. 

1652 GAULE Magastrom. 162 What fatuous thing is fate, 
then, that is so obvious. .as for the faticanes to foretell ? 

Fatidic (fe'ti'dik), a. Now rare. [ad. L. 
fitidic-us, f. fati- comb. form of fatum Fave + dic- 
weak root of dic-éve to speak.] Of or concerned 
with predicting fates ; prophetic. 

1671 J. Davies S7bylls 1, xviii. 48 The Fatidick Books. 
1692 J. Epwarps Remarkable Texts 310 Vhe earth 
become old, so that the fatidick virtue was worn out. 1721- 
36in Baitey. 1844 'T. Mircue i Sophocles 1. 72 note, A verb 
applicable to fatidic purposes. 186r in Fru. Sacred Lit, 
XIV. 175 When Moses, in the fatidic spirit, foretold the 
future prosperity of Israel. 

Fatidical (feitidikal). [f. L. fatidic-us (see 
prec.) + -AL.] a. =prec. b. Of persons, trees, 
etc.; Gifted with the power of prophecy. 

a. 1607 TorseLt Serpents (1653) 685 This Beast is.. 
indued. .witha fatidical or prophetical geographical delinea- 
tion, a@xz6sz J. Smitn Sed. Disc. vi. 209 To understand 
what is spoken. .in this fatidical passion. 1697 Potrer Am/tg. 
Greece 11. xvi. (1715) 335 Urns, into which the Lots or 
Fatidical Verses were thrown. 1721-1800in BAiLey. 1829 
CarLyLe AZzsc. (1857) II. 98 The fatidical fury spreads wider 
and wider. 1855 SMEDLEY Occult Sciences 331 A tablet, on 
which certain fatidical verses were written. 

b. 1641 Brightman Predict. 2 Our ancient Prophets, 
Bards, and fatidicall Vaticinators. ¢1645 HoweLt ZLetd. 
(1688) IV. 486 The Ancients write of some Trees, that they 
are Fatidical. 1652 GauLte Magastrom. 255 Fatidical 
Mars. 1864 W. Bett in V. 6 Q. V. 442 One of those fatidi- 
cal women, who. .ruled the destinies of the nation. 

Hence Fati‘dically adv. 

a1693 Urqunart Radelazs 11. xxv. 210 As fatidically, as 
under the Emperor Valence. 

Fatidicate (fciti-dikeit), v. rave. [f. as prec. + 
-ATE.] zztr. To declare or predict fates. Hence 
Fati-dicating vé/. sd., in quot. used attrib. 

1867 J. B. Rose tr. Virgil's dineid 229 Carmenta deified 
Fatidicating power. 

+ Fati‘dicency. Ods. rare—'. [f. as prec. + 
-ENCY.] A method of foretelling fate; divination. 

a 1693 Urqunart Rabelais 1. xix. 154 Let us make trial 
of this kind of Fatidicency. 

Fatiferous (fciti:féras), a [f. L. fatifer (f. 
Jfatt- comb. form of fatum Fatn + -fer producing) 
+-0US.] Fate-bringing; deadly, mortal, destructive. 

1656 in Biount Glossogy. 1755 in JOHNSON; whence in 
mod, Dicts. r 

Fa‘tigable, Fati-guable, ¢. [a. OF. fati- 
gable, ad. L. fatigabilis, f. fatigare to Fatigun.] 
a. Capable of being fatigued; easily tired. +b. 
Wearying, tiring. Obs.—° 

a. 1608 MippLeton Fam. Love ut. ii, L7p. Indefatigable, 
boy, indefatigable. Shr. Fatigable, quoth you? 1853 
Ruskin Stones Ven. 111. iii. § 26. 127 An imperfect, childish, 
and fatigable nature. i 

b. 1656 Biounr Glossogr., Fatigable, wearying or tyring. 

Hence Fa‘tigableness, Fati‘'guableness. 

1727 in Baiey vol. II. 1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. 
Iv. x. § 18 That other character of the imagination, fatigua- 


bleness. 
+ Fatigate, fa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. fatigat-us, 
pa. pple. of fatigave to Faticunr.] Fatigued. 


1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. Admon. in Ashm. (1652) 191, 
I was fatygate. 1530 LynpEesay Test. Papyngo 474 My 
wytt bene waik, my fyngaris faitegate. 1531 Etyor Gov. 
1. vii, Suffre nat the childe to be fatigate with continuall 
studie. 1607 SuHaks. Cor. u. ii. 121 His doubled spirit 
Requickened what in flesh was fatigate. 

+ Fatigate, v. Obs. [f. L. fatigat- ppl. stem 
of fatigare to FATIGUE.] =FATIGUE Z. I. 

1535 Bonner Le?. in Burnet Hzst. Ref. 11. 177 The Party 
adverse, which .. goeth about to fatigate and make weary 
the Consistory of the disputations. 1549 Cod. Scot. vi. 37 
The lang conteneuation of studie..did fatigat my rason. 
1577 HeLttowres Gueuara’s Chron. 309 The Romans were 
fatigated.. with warres. 1622 Sir R. Hawks Observations 
(1878) 127 With which extreame heate the bodie fatigated, 
greedily desireth refreshing. a1652 J. Smitu Sed. Desc. v1. 
249 This kind of divine inspiration..did..[not] fatigate and 
act upon the imagination. 1749 Fierpinc 7om Jones 1V. 
197 She will soon be fatigated with the journey. 

Hence Fa‘tigated Ap/. a. 

1552 Hutoet, Fatigated, defatigatus. 1628-6 PuRcHAS 
Pilgrims u. 1837 These sweet seasoned Songs of Arcadian 
Shepherds. .did recreate my fatigated corps. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav, vi. 297 Fatigated travellers, 


+ Fatiga‘tion. Ods. Also 6 -acion, -acyon. 
[a. OF. fatigation, ad. L. fatigation-em, n. of 
action f. fatigare to FatTicur. ] 


1. The action of fatiguing ; an instance of this. 

@ 1529 SKELTON Jmage [pocr. 1. 393 Other like vexations ; 
As with .. Fatigations .. And dissimulations, With like 
abbominations. 1535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 3 Without 
frustrate or wilful delay. .or any other maner of fatigacion, 

2. The state of being fatigued ; weariness. 

1s0g4 W. Arkinson tr. &@ Kempis’ Imit. 1. xviii, These 
sayntes..have served God..in great fatigacion. 1570 Foxe 
A. § M, I, 882/1 Cyprus and Albania, whiche he after long 


FATIGUABLE. 


fatigation of siege, at length ouercame. a@x6s2 J. SMITH 

Sel. Disc. vi. iv. (1821) 215 He speaks of those fatigations 

that Daniel complains of. 1720 Strypr Stow’s Surv. (1754) 

I. 1. xxiii. 144/2 Keeping watch. .as they had many times.. 

been compelled, to their great Fatigation and unquieting. 
Fatiguable, var. of FATIGABLE. 


Fatigue (fatzg), 5d. [a. Fr. fatigue fem., f. 
Jatiguer : see next. Cf. Sp. fatiga, It. fatica fem.] 

1. Lassitude or weariness resulting from either 
bodily or mental exertion. 

1719 Dr For Crusoe 1. 323 It having been a Dayof great 
Fatigue tome. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 32/2 Imminent 
danger of expiring from fatigue. 1843 Prescorr Mexico 
Vil. ili, (1864) 434 Extremities of famine and fatigue. 1874 
Mortey Conzprontise (1886) 8 The mortal fatigue that seizes 
catholic societies after their fits of revolution. 

b. ¢ransf. The condition of weakness in metals 
caused by repeated blows or long-continued strain. 

1854 Brairuwalte in Proc. Just. Civil Eng. XIII. 463 
Many. .accidents on railways. .are to be ascribed to that pro- 
gressive action which may be termed the ‘ fatigue of metals’. 
1874 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1. 827/1 To fatigue is ascribed the 
breaking of car-axles. 1885 HLugineering 10 July 31 The 
law of the fatigue and refreshment of metals. 

2. That which causes weariness; + fatiguing 
labour, ‘ trouble’ (0ds.) ; a fatiguing duty or per- 
formance, labour, toil. 

1669 TempLe Let. to Pr. Tuscany Wks. 1731 11. 196 The 
glorious Fatigues which have hitherto been the Diversion of 
your Highness. 1691 Woop A?h. Oxon. 11. 644 When the 
Treaty. for the delivery of it [Oxon] up for the use of the 
Parliament was in agitation, he [Rushworth] was often post- 
ing to London upon intermessages and fatigues. 1695 
Woopwarp Nat. Hist. Earth 1. (1723) 37 A Question .. 
which hath .. given no small Fatigue to Learned Men. 
17iz W. Rocrrs Voy. 364 The Governour’s Deputy... 
had the Fatigue to get our Provisions together. 1780 
Burke Corr. (1844) Il. 381 The fatigues of the election 
are over. 1844 H.H.Witson B77t. /udia I. 305 The men 
were much distressed by .. the fatigues of their previous 
march, 1866 Gro. Evior /. Holé (1868) 12 Sight had become 
one of the day’s fatigues. : 

3. The extra-professional duties of a soldier, 
sometimes allotted to him as punishment for mis- 
demeanour ; an instance of this. 

1776 A. Warp in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) 1. x91, 
I. .have ordered all the men, not on actual duty, to turn out 
upon fatigue every day. 1844 Regul. § Ord. Army 275 
The levelling of ground in the vicinity of the Camp or 
Barracks, and making communications between different 
parts of them, are duties of fatigue. 1881 Through the 
Ranks to a Commission 57 For the two weeks that I was 
a private I took my turn at the daily fatigues. 


b. Short for fatigue party, and in p/. for fatigue- 
adress. 

1876 Voyte & Stevenson Wilt. Dict. 135/2 Fatigue .. 
a party of soldiers told off for any other duty than a dress 
parade necessitates. 1892 W. G. Browne in 19¢k Cent. 
Nov. 850 Change into stable fatigues. — 

4. atirib. and Comb.; as fatigue-blouse, -cap, 
jacket, -uniform =fatigue-dress ; fatigue-call, the 
call to fatigue-duty; fatigue-dress, the dress 
worm by a soldier on fatigue-duty; also ¢ransf. 
fatigue-duty =FAaticuE sd. 3; fatigue-party, a 
party of soldiers on fatigue-duty ; fatigue-work = 


FATIGUE 5d. 3. 

1890 Century Mag. Aug. 617/2 A thin “fatigue blouse. 
1833 Marryat P. Sizple xvi, A soldier in his *fatigue 
dress. 1847 Emerson (epr. Men, Goethe Wks. (Bohn) I. 

87 He had put off a gay uniform for a fatigue dress. 1879 

scott England 11. 213 The black gown is the fatigue dress 
of judges. 1873 Burton H7st, Scot. I. ii. 72 The soldier 
never slept till he had done his *fatigue-duty. 1852 LEVER 
Daltons M1. iv, 35 A creature that. .carries a bread bag over 
its shoulder through the streets ina *fatigue jacket. 1840 DE 
Quincey Casuist. Rom. Meals Wks, 1863 I1I.271 A *fatigue 
party of dustmen sent upon secret service. 1844 Regul. § 
Ord. Army 2 A... Fatigue-Party, is not entitled to exemp- 
tion from a Tour of Duty. 1860 Russett Diary Juda II. 
xvi. 304 The men of a fatigue party .. were emptying out 
shot. 1890 ///ust. Lond. News Christmas No. 2/1 A gre 
*fatigue-uniform. 1889 WotseLry in Zémes 15 Feb. Sa, 
*Fatigue work, such as carrying coals. 


Fatigue (fatzg),v. [ad. F. fatiguer (=Pr., 
Sp. fatigar, It. faticare), ad. L. fatigare, f. stem 
*fatt- (in ad-fatim enough), prob. meaning ‘ yawn- 
ing’; cf. FATISCENT.] 

1. ¢rans. ‘To tire, weary; to harass with toil; to 


exhaust with labour’ (J.). 

1693 Lond, Gaz. No. 2911/3 Many false Allarms to harrass 
and fatigue their Men. 1725 De For Voy. round World 
(1840) 345 Five of them. .extremely fatigued themselves in 
pursuing them [cattle]. 1784 Cowrer Zasé 1v. 706 Heroes 
and their feats Fatigued me. 1848 Lyrton Haro/d v1. vii, 
Thou fatiguest thyself in vain, 1863 Fr. A. Kemaie Resid, 
in Georgia 34 My morning’s work had fatigued me. 

2. To weaken by straining ; to strain (a mast). 

1794 Rigging §& Seamanship Il. 273 Augmenting the 
number of sails..at the risque of fatiguing the masts. 1869 
Sir E, J. Reep SAipburid. vy. 83 To render the angle-iron 
frames less fatigued. ; 

+3. intr. To undertake fatigue. 

1697 CoLuirr Zss. Mor. Subj. 11. (1709) 163 Age is not 
vigorous enough for Business and Fatiguing. 

Fatigued (fatzgd), Zf/. a. [f. prec. +-ED1.] 
a, Wearied. b. Strained by over-pressure. 

1791 Cowper J/iad y. 947 His arm failed him fatigued. 
1820 Keats Eve St. Agnes xxvii, The poppied warmth of 
sleep oppress’d Her soothed limbs, and soul fatigued away, 
1856 OrmsteD Slave States 12 Struck with her fatigued 
appearance, he made some inquiries, 1869 [see Faticur z,. 2]. 
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Fatigueless (fatzglés), a. [f. Faticun sd, 
and v. + -LESS.] Without fatigue; unwearying ; 
tireless. 

1818 J. Brown Psyche 42 Endow’d them with fatigueless 
care, 1879 Jerrernies Wild Life in S. C. 132 Riders up- 
right and fatigueless. 1889 Tatmace Sev. in The Voice 
2 May, The angels are a fatigueless race. 

Fatiguesome (fatzgsim), a. [f. as prec, + 
-SOME.] Of a fatiguing nature; wearisome. 

21734 Nortu Zxamz. ut. vii. § 16 (1740) 515 The Attorney 
General's Place is very nice and fatiguesome, and the other 
quiet. 1746 TuRNBULL Justin xxvu. iii. 218 Antiochus was 
overcome the second time; and after a fatiguesome flight of 
several days, came at last to [etc.]. 1827 Blackw. Mag. 
XXI. 475 His ‘Excursion’ would hae been far less fatigue- 
some, 

Fatiguing (fat7 gin), fs/.a. [f. Fartaunv. + 
-ING 2.] That causes fatigue; wearisome. 

1708 Lurtretn Brief Rel. (1857) VI. 322 Vendosme .. by 
fatiguing marches gained the Dender on the sth. 1774 
Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) 1V. 189 It would be fatiguing... 
to go through a particular description. 1833 J. RENNIE 
Alph, Angling 64 A heavy [trouting] rod is .. fatiguing. 
1860 Tynpatt Glac. 1. xi.77 The most fatiguing position, 

Hence Fati'guingly adv., in a fatiguing manner. 

1807 SoutHEY Zsfriella’s Lett. Il. 241 The most un- 
pleasant part of this expedition, fatiguingly steep as it was. 
1840 T. Hook in New Monthly Mag. LVIII. 155 They 
dance quadrilles fatiguingly. 1871 Le Fanu Checkmate 
IL. ix. 93 [She] was .. most fatiguingly well up in archzo- 
logy. 1880 Miss Biro Yapax II. 149 One makes one’s 
way fatiguingly along soft sea sand. 

+ Fatiloquency. Obs. rare—1. 
see -ENCY. ] 

a1693 Urgunarr Rabelais ut. xxv, By Gastromancy, 
which kind of ventral Fatiloquency was. .used in Ferrara. 

Fatiloquent (fe'tildkwent), a [f. L. fatz-, 
comb. form of fatum Fave + logeent-em speaking ; 
after L. fatiloguus.| Declaring fate, prophetic. 

1656-81 in BLounr Glossogr. a 1693 Urquyarr Rabelais 
1. xxi. 182 Fatiloquent Southsayers. 1885 BerHam-EDwarps 
in AW Year Round No. 854 N. S. 76 A voice fatiloquent. 

+Fatiloquist. Obs. rare. [f. L. fattlogu- 
us (see prec.) +-18T.] One who declares or fore- 
tells fates ; a fortune-teller. 

1652 GAuLE Magastromancer 145 Fatiloquists .. taken 
from talking they know not what. 1727-36 in Batry. 

+Fatiloquy. Os.-° [ad. L. fateloqui-um, f. 
Satu FATE + -loguium speaking, f. Joga to speak. ] 
Soothsaying. 1623-6 in CocKERAM. 

Fatiscence (fatiséns). Geol. [f. next: see 
-ENCE.] The condition of being open in chinks or 
clefts. c1784 Kirwan cited by Webster 1228. 

Fatiscent (fati-sént), a [ad. L. fatiscent-em, 
pr. pple. of fatzscére to open in chinks or clefts, f. 
*fatt- yawning: see FATIGUE v.] Having chinks or 
clefts ; cracked. 

1807 Hrapricx Avran_51 Fatiscent granite. 

+ Fa‘tist. Ods. [f. L. fat-wm or Eng. Fate + 
-18T.] = Fararisr. 

1615 J. Steruens Ls. §& Char., Worthy Poet 154 Hee is 
an enemy to Atheists; for he is no Fatist. 

Fatless (fetlées), a [f Far sd. + -1Ess.] 
Without fat or greasy matter. 

1825 Blackw. Mag. XVIII. 155 A mere wafer of fatless 
ham. .constituted a breakfast. 1872 Huxtey P/ys. vi. 137 
Four pounds of fatless meat. 

Fatling (fe'tlin), sd. [f Far v.+-nine; cf. 
nursling.| A calf, lamb, or other young animal 
fatted for slaughter. 

1526-34 TINDALE Jatt. xxii. 4 Beholde, I have prepared 
my dynner; myne oxen, and my fatlinges are kylled, and 
all things are redy. 1570 Bryon in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) 
IIL. 335 My fatlings then I’ll tender, And offrings to thee 
make. 1611 Bis_e /sa. xi. 6 The calfe and the yong lion, and 
the fatling [shall lie down] together. 1725 PorE Odyss. vu, 
53 Twelve fatlings from the flock. 1877 Bryant Poems Sella 
303 The herd Had given its fatlings for the marriage feast. 

attrib. 1870 Bryant //iad 1,1x.275 Chines of a sheep and 
of a fatling goat. 

Fatling (fe'tlin), a. vare. [dim. of Far a. 
(see -LING), suggested by prec. sb.] Small and fat. 

1847 Tennyson Princ. vi. 122 The babe... began... to.. 
reach its fatling innocent arms And lazy, lingering fingers. 

Fatly (fetli), adv. [f. as prec.+-Ly4.] +a. 
Grossly, greasily. +b. Plentifully. e. Toa great 
extent, largely. d. Like a fat person, clumsily, 

1515 Barcray L£g/oges iv. (1570) Cv/r Some beast agayne 
still leane and poore is seene, Though it fatly fare within 
a medowe greene. 1611 Corcr., Graissement, fatly, 
grossely, greasily. 1866 WuirrLe Char. §& Charac, Men 
322 An old dowager lady, fatly invested in commerce and 
manufactures. 1866 Howet.s Venet. Life xi. 160 Renais- 
sance angels and cherubs in marble .. fatly tumbling about 
on the broken arches of the altars. 1873 Miss BrouGHTon 
Nancy I. 132 Largely, fatly, staringly plain. 

Fatner, obs. form of FATTENER. 


Fatness (feetnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
1. The quality or state of being fat. 
a. The condition of having the flesh interspersed 


with fat ; plumpness, fullness of flesh, corpulence. 
c1000 Ags, Ps, xvi[i].9 Hi habbab ealle heora feetnesse. .utan 
bewunden. ¢ 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 86 If pat pe bodi..ben 
mene bitwene fatnes & lenenes pat is neiber to fatt ne to 
leene. 1581 Mutcaster Posdtions xvii. (1887) 76 Wrastling. . 
taketh awaie fatnesse, puffes, and swellinges. 1653 WALTON 
Angler 187 Eeles have all parts fit for generation .. but so 
smal as not to be easily discerned, by reason of their fatness, 


[f. as next; 


FATTEN. 


1756 C. Lucas Ess, Waters 1. 177 We can account for the 
extraordinary fatness of cooks, butchers, and other persons. 
1885 Zruth 28 May 850/r Fatness alone prevented her 
from continuing to shine as a lyric star, 

Jig. 160z Suaks. //az, 11. iv. 153 In the fatnesse of this 
pursie times, Vertue it selfe, of Vice must pardon begge. 

+b. Zyfogr. Breadth or thickness. Ods, 

1676 Moxon Print Lett. 23 Measure the Fatness of the 
left hand Arch of e. 

+e. Of a tree: Oiliness ; juiciness. Of the soil ; 
Unctuous nature; hence, fertility, luxuriance. Ods. 
exc, in Biblical phraseology. 

1382 Wyciir Mom. xi. 17 Fatnesse of the olyue tree. 
1555 Enren Decades 4 The greate moystenesse and fatnesse 
of the grounde. 1611 Biste Gen. xxvii. 28 God giue thee 
of the dew of heauen, and the fatnesse of the earth. a@ 1735 
ArsuTunot (J.), By reason of the fatness and heaviness of 
the ground, Egypt did not produce metals. 

Jig. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 162 Makynge it to 
encrease in a spirituall fatnes of deuocyon. 

+ 2. That which makes fertile ; a fertilizing pro- 
perty or virtue; fertilizing matter. Ods. 

c¢1420 Pallad, on Husb. xu. 7 Valey ther hilles fattenesse 
hath rest. 1563 FuLKE J/eteors (1640) 16 Comets. . betoken 
...barrenness.. because the fatnesse of the earth is drawn up, 
whereof the Comet consisteth. 1611 Biste Ps, Ixv. 11 Thy 
paths drop fatnesse, 1692 BrentLey Sev. 5 Dec. 29 Water 
..to..feed the Plants of the Earth with .. the fatness of 
Showrs. 1738 WesLey Hymns, Eternal Wisdom, Thee we 
raise vii, They sink and drop Their Fatness on the ground. 

+3. concr. A greasy or oily substance, fat. Ods. 

c1ooo Ags. Ps. xvii]. 1x Feetnysse heora hi beclysdon. 
1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. &. v. \xiii. (1495) 181 In the 
beest is fatnes that is callyd Adeps, Aruina wythout. c 1400 
Lanfranc's Cirurg. 257 Summe seien pat pe fatnes of grene 
froggis..hap vertu for to make men heere. c1430 Stans 
Puer 39 in Babees Bk. (1868) 29 In ale ne in wiyn with hond 
leue no fatnes. 1450-1530 AZyrr. our Ladye (1873) 113 The 
fatnesse of oyle may not burne, tyl a weyke or matche be put 
therto, 1641 Frencu D7s/zd/, iii. (1651) 71 There will distill 
into the receiver a fatness, 1697 Drypren Virg. Georg. u. 
547 Whose offer’d Entrails shall..drip their Fatness from 
the Hazle Broach. 

Jig. a1400 Prymer (1891) 90 As wip grece and fatnesse 
fyld be mysoule. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 4 This 
is the iuste vengeance of God, to drawe a fatnesse ouer 
their hartes. 161z Bree Ps. lxiii, My soule shall be satisfied 
as with marrow and fatnesse. 

+b. In the soil, etc.: An unctuous substance ; 
an unctuous layer or deposit. Ods. 

1577 B. Goocr Hereshach’s Husb. 1. (2586) 20b, A kinde 
of pith and fatnesse of the earth..called Marga. Ibid. 
43 b, The fatnesse that the water leaves behinde it. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 355 Earth and Water, .mingled by the helpe 
of the Sunne, gather a nitrous Fatnesse. 1715 tr. Pancirollus’ 
Rerum Mem, 11. ii. 283 Chalky Earth. .beaten and steeped 
in Water, affordeth a Cream or Fatness on the Top. 

+4, The richest or best part of anything. Ods. 

c1000 Ags. Ps. |xxx{i]. 17 Of feetnysse hwetes. _c1300 
E. E. Psalter cx\vii. 14 And with fattnes of whete filled be 
wele. 1644 G. Prattes in Hartlib Legacy (1655) 176 Cities, 
which. .devoured the fatness of the whole Kingdom. 1665 
Drypen Jud. Eniperor 1. ii, Those ghostly kings would .. 
all the Fatness of my Land devour. 

In 9 fatable. 


Fattable (fetab’l), a rare. 
[f Fat v.+-ABLE.] Capable of being fatted. 

1859 Kincstry JMisc. II. 145 Pigs being as greedy and 
fatable under Free-trade..as they were under Protection. 

Fatted (feted), 27. a@. Somewhat arch. [f. 
Fat v.+-ED1.] In senses of the vb.; now only, 


Fattened. 

[To kill the fatted calf: proverbially used with reference 
to Luke xv.] 

1852 Huot, Fatted or dressed with fatte, adipatus, a, unt. 
1580 Barer Adv. F 215 A fatted hogge, saginatus porcus. 
161r Bite 1 Kings iv. 23 Beside. .fallow Deere, and fatted 
foule. 1647 CowLry Mistress, The Welcome i, Go, let the 
fatted Calf be kill’d. 1660 Hexuam, Gemzest landt, Dunged 
or Fatted land. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1x. 49 The fatted 
sheep. 1870 Bryant Jad I. 1. 54 Agamemnon Offered 
a fatted ox of five years old. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) 
III. 51 Pictures of the lean dogs and the fatted sheep. 


Fatten (fet’n),v. [f. Fat a.+-nn 5.] 

1. trans. To make fat or plump. Also to fatten 
up. Usually: To feed (animals) for market, make 
fit to kill. Const. oz. 


1s52 Hutoer, Fatten or make fatte, crasso, 1622 Mas- 
SINGER Vive. Mart. u. i, You snatch the meat out of 
the prisoner’s mouth, To fatten harlots. 1632 Litacow 
Trav. mt. 95 Wandring Laton .. In spight of Juno, fatned 
with Joves balme. 1745 tr. Colwmella’s Husb, vit. 1, Such 
fowls as are shut up in coops, and fattened. 1777 Map. 
D’Arsiay Larly Diary (1889) II. 284 His legs..have been 
fattened up by the gout. 1849 Coppen Sfeeches 3 His 
idea seems to be that men in time of peace were only 
being fattened up for a speedy slaughter. 1853 Soyer 
Pantroph. 165 To fatten turkeys.. give them mashed 
potatoes [etc.]. 1873 Tristram JZoad viii. 148 Myriads of 
larks in combined flocks fattening themselves upon them. 
absol. 1650 BULWER Anthropomet. 241 All Bodies may be 
made lean 3 but it is impossible to fatten, where, etc. 
b. Said of the food. : 
c1sg0 Greene “7. Bacon x. 59 Whose battling pastures 
fatten all my flockes. 1665 Sir T. Hersert Trav, (1677) 
299 Wine and Music fattens them [Persian women]. 1781 
Gisson Decl. § F. III. 243 The forests of Lucania, whose 
acorns fattened large droves of wild hogs, 1834 Brit. H usb. 
III. xiii. 59 The same food is given. .to fatten cows or oxen. 
ec. transf, and fig. To fatten into: to bring 
into a certain state by pampering (rare). Zo 


fatten out: to drive out by fattening. 

1566 Drant Yor. Sat. u. vi, 1.. praye him .. to fatten 
all I haue, excepte my witte alone, 1634 Sir T. Hersert 
Trav. (1638) 235 Choosing rather to fatten themselves by 


FATTENED. 


a contented Notion, than by curious inquisition to perplex 
their other recreations, 1784 CowrErr 7ask iv. 504 ‘The 
excise is fattened with the rich result Of all this riot. 1840 
Arnoip Lef#. in Stanley Zz/e (1881) II. ix. 163 It is then 
quite too late to try to fatten them [men] into obedience. 
1848 LowELt Biglow P, Poems 1890 II. 36 John Bull has 
suffered the idea of the Invisible to be very much fattened 


out of him. 
2. intr. To grow or become fat. Const. +27, 


on. + Ofa letter type: To become thicker. Ods. 

1676 Moxon Print Lett. 49 The Belly fattens downwards. 
1693 Drypen ¥uvenal xiv. 210 The good Old man and 
Thrifty Huséwife spent Their Days in Peace, and Fatten’d 
with Content. 1712 GRANVILLE Poewis 100 Tygers and Woves 
shall in the Ocean breed, The Whale and Dolphin fatten on 
the Mead. 1745 E. Heywoop Vemale Spectator (1748) ILI, 
132 They .. rejoice and fatten in the blood of slaughtered 
millions. 1755 in World No. 113 P12, I therefore propose 
to you that. . we severally endeavour. .you to fatten, and I to 
waste, 1790-1811 CoomBE Devil upon Two Sticks (1817) 111. 
271 After having, for some years, fattened in the ruin of 
others, he was at length ruined himself. 1813 SHELLEY Q. 
Mab i, 273 'The meanest worm That .. fattens on the dead. 
1854 Frnl. KR, Agric. Soc. XV.1. 252 The ewes readily fatten. 


o 


s fies 

1638 Baker tr. Badzac’s Lett. 11. 13 Methinkes .. shee 
fattens and grows gracefull with these prayses you give her. 
1761-2 Hume /ist. Exg. (1806) 1V. lvii. 357 Such persons, 
who fatten on the calamities of their country. 1813 SHELLEY 
Q. Mab 11, 108 Those gilded flies That, basking in the 
sunshine of a court, Fatten on its corruption! 1867 FREE- 
MAN Wormz, Cong. (1876) I. v. 318 Foreigners who..were to 
fatten on English estates and honours. _ ae 

3. trans. To enrich (the soil) with nutritious or 
stimulating elements; to fertilize. 

1563 Furxe AZeteors (1640) 50 The river Nilus, whose 
overflowings doe marveylously fatten the earth, 1583 
Struspes Anat. Abus. 1. (1882) 44 They are not ignorant also 
. -what kind of dung is best to fatten the same againe. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 1. 661 Just Heav’n thought good ‘To 
fatten twice those Fields with Roman blood. 1709 Swirr 
Merlin’s Prophecy, One kind of stuff used to fatten land 
is called Marle. 1809-10 CoLrripcE /riend (1865) 190 
Genuine philanthropy, which, like the olive tree .. fattens 
not exhausts the soil from which it sprang. 

transf. and jig. 1697 Drypen Fuvenal Sat. 1. 112 Ob- 
scene Orontes .. fattens Italy with foreign Whores. 1707 
Curios. in Hush. & Gard. 259 How efficacious Water is, 
when it has been fatten’d and heated by Dung. 1842 
Tennyson Golden Year 34 Wealth .. shall slowly melt In 
many streams to fatten lower lands. 

Fattened (fet’nd), Ap/. a. 
That has been made fat. 

1613-6 W. Browne Brit. Past, 1. i. 92 Full of well-fleec’d 
Flockes and fatned Droves. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1v. 318 Where 
prolific Nile With various simples clothes the fattened soil. 
1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. Comme. 63 Fattened hogs of five 
years old are mentioned by Homer. 

Fattener (fe't’nor). [fas prec.+-mr1.] a. 
One who or that which makes fat. b. One that 
grows fat. @, With adj.: An animal that fattens 
(early, late, slowly, etc.). 

1611 Corcr., Graissier..a Grasier, or fattener of cattell. 
@1735 Arputunor Mart, Scribl, (1742) 14 The wind was at 
West; a wind on which that great Philosopher bestowed 
the Encomiums of Fatner of the earth [etc.]. 18127 T. L. 
Peacock Melincourt x\, Fatteners on public spoil. 1852 
Frul. R. Agric. Soc. X11. 1. 193 Their character as rapid 
and early fatteners. 1884 W. Wren in Pad/ Mall G.14 May 
it/t There is a difference between crammers and chicken 
fatteners. 

Fattening (fe't’nin), vd/. 5d. [f. as prec. + 
-InG1.] The process of making fat or becoming 
fat. Also the action of thickening (a type). 

1614 Marxuam Cheap Hus. vit. xxi. (1668) 124 Peacocks 
being..seldome .. eaten, it mattereth not much for their 
fatning. 1623-6 Cockrram u, A Fattening .. sagivation, 
1676 Moxon Print. Lett. 32 The Fatning is made by setting 
off 5 on either side the Centre. 1846 J. Baxter Lim 
Pract. Agric, (ed. 4) 11. 114 Nothing contributes more to 
expedite the fattening of cattle, than moderate warmth. 

Fattening (fe't’nin), Zf/. a. [f as prec. + 
-InG*.] That fattens. a, That makes fat. b. 
‘That grows fat. 

a. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1.119 Load with fat’ning 
Dung thy fallow Ground. 1866 B. Taytor Poems, Monda- 
nine 255 Fed by fattening rains. 1876 Foster Phys. u, v. 
(1879) 395 Sugar or starch..is always a large constituent of 
ordinary fattening foods, 

b. 1697 Drvpven Virg. Past. v1. 6 Apollo..bade me feed 
My fatning Flocks. 1790-181x Coombe Devil upon Two 
Sticks (1817) VI. 185 An occasional sermon for the service of 
fattening ignorance, or idle opulence. 1804 EARL LaupErp. 
Publ, Wealth (1819) 178 Cattle and sheep of a peculiar 
fattening kind. 

Fatter (fetor), sd. [f. Far v + -url.] a. 
One who makes fat. +Said also of the food. 
+b. With adj. prefixed; An animal that grows 
fat (quickly, etc.). Also + fatter up. 

1528 PayneL Salerne’s Regim. Gij, Grene chese.. is a 
nourisher and a fatter. 1671 H. M. tr. Zrasm. Collog. 71 
This Hen..hath.. had a niggardly fatter of her up. 1806 
W. Taytor in Ann. Rev. 1V. 83 Where food is plentiful the 
Java hog is the quickest fatter. 1882 Athenvum 26 Aug. 
271/2 Those who. . buy up lean chickens for the fatter’s ccop. 

Fattily (fe'tili), adv. [f. Favry a.+-ny 2.] 
As by a morbid deposition of fat. Only in fa¢zily- 
degenerated. 

1886 Syd. Soc. Lex, sv. Heart, degeneration of, fatty, 
The fattily-degenerated heart is often enlarged and dilated. 

Fattiness (fe'tinés). [f. Farry +-nuss.] The 
quality or condition of being fatty. 

1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath u. 14b, Some man will 


[f. prec. + -ED1.] 
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saye.. that fattines is not in all waters. 1574 NEwTon 
Health Mag. 26 Fattinesse in meate. 1603 HoLiann Plu- 
tarch’s Mor. 659 Even salt it selfe hath a certeine fattinesse 
and unctuosity in it. 1638 tr. Bacon’s Nat. /Hist. u. 40 We 
are to come next to the oleosity or fattiness of them. 1870 
A. W. Warp tr. Curtius’ Hist. Greece 1, 1.1. 29 Excessive 
fleshiness and fattiness of body were equally rare. 
+b. concr. Grease. Obs. 

x60r Hoxtanp Pliny II. 308 The sweat or fattinesse of 
vnwashed wooll. 

Fatting (fe'tin), vd/. sd. [f. Far v.+-1ne}.] 

1. The action or process of making (an animal or 
person) fat. 

1877 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 165 b, M. Au- 
fidius Surco, who first beganne the fatting of this Foule. 
1681 W. Rosertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 668 He is 
a mere glutton, born for the fatting of his belly. 1792 
Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts (ed. 2) II. 45 [They] gained, 
the first three weeks of fatting, two pounds and a quarter 
each per diem, ; : 

+2. The process of growing or becoming fat. 

1594 Snaxs. Rich. IJ, 1. iil. 314 Clarence .. is well re- 
payed: He is frank’d vp to fatting for his paines. 1650 
Butwer Axnthropomet. 242 Three causes .. which impede 
the fatting of Man. 1772 Ann. Reg. 106/1 The fatting in 
the valuable parts of the body. : ' 

3. The process of enriching (land) or making (it) 
fertile or fruitful. 

1600 SurFLet Countrie Farme 1. xv. 93 The dung put 
aside for the fatting of the medowes. a@1617 Hieron Wks, 
Il. 464 Salt..is very good for the fatting of the earth. 

4. attrib., as fatting-house, a place in which to fat 
animals; /atdeng-/and, land suitable for fatting 
animals ; fa/ting-stock, stock for fatting. 

x1s80 Barer Ady. F e214 A fatting-house, saginarium. 
axjzz Liste Husb. (1752) 251 It is best to have the sides of 
the fatting-house open. 1834 Brit. Husd. 11. 490 The value 
of fatting land being different. 1861 Zz#es 27 Sept., The 
requisite fatting stock. 

Fatting (feetin), 2/7. a. [f. as prec. +-1NG ?.] 
a. That makes fat. I. That is growing or being 
made fat. 

1533 Exyor Cast. Helthe (1539) 88a, The diete of fattinge 
thinges dothe nourishe abundantly. 1602 MinpLeton 
Llurt, Master Constable ww. ii, I’ve fatting knavery in hand, 
1767 A. Youne larmer's Lett. People 86 Fed off..by some 
fatting sheep. 1825 Cosperr Aur. Rides 458 Astout horse 
will eat much more than a fatting ox, 1865 Frnl. R. Agric. 
Soc. 2nd'Ser. I. 255 We believe in it [the pulper] for the 
young fatting animal. 

Fattish (fe'tif), a. 
Somewhat fat; fairly supplied with fat. 
Somewhat greasy or unctuous. Ods. 

a@. ¢1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 954 She had. .armes 
ever lith, Fattish, fleshy, nat great therewith. 1577 B. 
Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. wv. 161 For fatting, the best are 
those [poultry] that have the skinnes of theyr neckes thicke 
and fattysh. 1668 Cutrerrer & Cote Barthol. Anat, 1. 
ix. 149 In the Lobe it is so mingled with Flesh, that it 
becomes. .fattish, fleshy and spungy. 1815 J. W. Croker 
in Croker Papers (1884) I. iii. 65 Talleyrand..is fattish for 
a Frenchman. 1864 CartyLe /vedk. Gt. (1865) IV. 11. iii. 
58 The jolly Ambassador..Camas, a fattish man. 

b. 1589 Freminc Vive. Georg. ul. 51 Pitch of trees on 
Ida hill, and fattish wax with grease. 1610 W. FoLKinGHam 
Art of Survey 1. x. 32 Clay mixed with a viscous and 
fattish Earth. 1671 J, Wesster AZetallogr. xiii. 216 Thin 
plates of white silver in a fattish stone. 1726 Leoni tr. 
Alberti’s Archit. 1.11. 49a, The fattish sort [of mortar] is 
more tenacious than the lean, 

Hence Fa‘ttishness, the quality of being fattish. 

1662 H. Sruppe Jd. Nectar iii, 28 The body of the water 
. did shine with a visible Fattishnesse. 

[ad. F. fatrarlle 


Fattrels (feetrélz), 5b. pl. Sc. 
‘trash, trumpery, things of no value’ (Cotgr.).] 
Ribbon-ends. 

1786 Burns Jo a Louse 20 Now haud you there, ye’re 
out o’ sight, Below the fatt’rils, snug and tight. 1788 E. 
Picken Poets Gloss. 231 Hattrels, ribbon-ends, &c. 

Fatty (feti), a. [f Far+-y1.] 

1. Resembling fat, of the nature of fat, unctuous, 
oleaginous, greasy. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. \xxiv. (1405) 577 Yf 
a stone is not fatty it woll all to fall by maystry of drynesse. 
1563 Furke J7eteors (1640) 64b, These liquors concreat, 
that be moist and not fatty. 1616 Surreer & Marku. 
Country Farme 548 The bread vvhich is made thereof is 
..fattie, slymie, heauie. 1731 ArpuTHNnor A diments vi. 104 
Spirit of Nitre will turn Oil of Olives into a sort of fatty Sub- 
stance. 1851 CARPENTER JZax. Phys. (ed. 2) 160 The fatty 
matters must be received back into the blood. 1879 Cassedl’s 
Techn. Educ. 111. 398 ‘The fatty ink employed. 

+b. Besmeared with fat; greasy. Obs. rare}. 

1572 Hutorr (ed. Higgins) s.v. Hat, The boye handled 
the pot with his fatty [vmctis] fistes. 

+2, Of animals, their limbs: Full of fat, plump, 
well-fed. Ofa leaf: Full of sap; juicy. Ods. 

1552 Hutoet, Fatte or Fattye, adeps. 1589 FLEMING 
Virg. Bucol, v1. 16 A shepheard it behooues ‘To feed his 
fattie sheepe. x160x HoLtanp Pliny II. 216 The leaues be 


whiter and fattier. 
3. Full of fertilizing matter. Of soil: Fat, rich. 


1590 SPENSER /’. Q.1. i. 21 As when old father Nilus gins 
to swell.. His fattie waves doe fertile slime outwell, 1855 
Sincteron Virgit I. 113 For fatty lands These fit, for 
lighter those. 

4. Consisting of or containing fat; adipose. 

1615 Crooxe Body of Max v1. v. 353 The fatty veine called 
Adiposa, 1804 ABERNETHY Su7g. Obs. 30, I have known 
several fatty tumours growing at the same time. 1861 Hume 
tr. AToguin-Tandon u. 1. 41 The Fatty or Adipose ‘Tissue 
consists of vesicles... filled wlth an oily fluid. 1884 Syd. 


[f. Far a. + -su.] a. 
+b. 














FATUOUS. 


Soc. Lex. Fatty ligament, a synonym of the Mucous liga- 
ment of the knee-joint. /atty membrane, the subcutaneous 
areolar tissue which contains the fat. A /atty tumour is 
a mass of soft yellow fat, generally enclosed in a.. thin 
fibrous capsule, : 

5. Marked by morbid deposition of fat, tending 
to the production of fat, esp. in fatty degeneration 
(see quot.). atty heart or kidney = fatty degenera- 
tion of the heart or kidney. 

1866 A. Fuinr Princ. Med. (1880) 55 In fatty infiltration 
of a cell, the protoplasm is displaced by the fat. 1877 
Roserts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) 11. 51 Fatty Degeneration 
is sometimes a part of a general tendency to fatty changes, 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fatty degeneration, that condition in 
which a part or the whole of any tissue or organ is replaced 
by fat. 1886 Pall Mall G.16 Aug. 14/1 He .. dies within 
a few years from inertia or fatty heart. : 

6. Fatty oil: =fixed oil. Fatty actd ; fatty acid 
serzes: see quot, 

1831 J. Davies Manual Mat. Med. 364 Catapucia Oil .. 
a fatty oil, extracted from the seeds of the Zuphorbia 
lathyris, Lin. 1863-72 Warts Dict. Chem. I. 616 Fatty © 
acids or Soap acids. 1868 Hostyn Dict, Terms Med. 
(ed. 9), Fatty Acids, a group of acids extracted from fats 
and fixed oils in the process of saponification. The fatty 
acid series is a term synonymous with the acetic series of 
acids. 1878 Huxtry Physiogy. 119 Its fatty acids form 
insoluble salts with the lime. 

+Fatuant, a. Ols.vare—. [ad. L. fatuant-em, 
pr. pple. of fatuarz: see FaruaTE v.] Behaving 
fatuously, foolish, silly. 

1641 D, Hottis in Rushw. //zs¢. Col?. 11. (1692) I. 316 
A Sorrow not womanish and fatuant, but accompanied with 
Indignation, and vigorous magnanimous Resolution. 

+ Fa'tuate, i7/.a. Obs. [ad. L. fatudat-us, pa. 
pple. of fatuari: see next.] Used as equivalent 
to the later Faruarep. 

1601 B, Jonson Poetaster vy. iii, Crisfé.—O—oblatrant— 
furibund—fatuate—strenuous, 1678 R. R[usset_] Geber 
I. 1. I. iii, 47 Their heads are fatuate and void of Humane 
Reason. } 

Fatuate (fertizeit), v. arch. [f. L. fatudt- 
ppl. stem of fatudrt to talk foolishly, f. fadezs 
foolish.] zz¢r. To become silly, to act foolishly, 

Hence Fa'tuated ff/. a., rendered fatuous. 

1656-81 Biounr Glossogr., Fatuate, to play the fool. 
1692-1708 in CoLrs. 1721-1800 in Baitry, 1848 Blackw, 
Mag. LXIV. 464 Full-grown infant pumpkins, fatuated, 
empty of anything solid or digestible. 


Fatuism (fe'tiziz’m). [ad. F. fatudsme, f. L. 
fatu-us ; see Faruous and -1smM.] =Faruiry 2. 


1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Fatuitous (fatizites), a. [f. L. fatudt-ds (see 
Faruity) +-ous.] Characterized by fatuity. 

1734 Norru Lives II, 129 The extremity of fatuitous 
madness. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley xxix. 427, I may be the 
most fatuitous..of men. 1869 Ruskin Queen of Airi. 59 
In proportion to the degree in which we become narrow in 
the. .conception of our passions. . their expression by musical 
sound becomes broken, fatuitous, and at last impossible. 


Hence Fatwitousness. 1727 in Baiey vol. II. 

Fatuity (fatiziti), [ad.F. fatudté=Pr. fatuitat, 
ad. L. fatudtatem, f. fatwus foolish.] 

1, Folly, silliness, stupidity. Now chiefly (? after 
2) in stronger sense: Crass stupidity, ‘idiotic’ 
folly ;.mental blindness caused by ‘ infatuation’. 

The F. word, being associated with its etymological cog- 
nate fat fop, has usually the sense of ‘conceited folly, silly 
affectation’; this sense, if it occurs in Eng., is only - 
a Gallicism. 

1648 Likon Bas. v. 28 It had argued .. extream fatuitie of 
minde in Mee, so far to binde My own hands at their request. 
1660 WATERHOUSE Arms § Art. 53 ‘They descend to the 
fatuity of bringing wild beasts into theirGods and Emperours 
places. 1797 Mrs. Rapcurre Jtalian xxiii. (1824) 660 He 
confounded delicacy of feeling with fatuity of mind. 1812 
H.. & J. Smiru Rey. Addr. x. (1873) 93 The applause of 
unintellectual fatuity. 1859 THackeray Virgin. Ixxxv, 
O strange fatuity of youth! 1878 Lrecxy Hug. in 18th C. 
I. i. ro Attacked with a strange fatuity the very Church on 
whose teaching the monarchical enthusiasm mainly rested. 

b. Something fatuous ; that which is fatuous. 

1538 Bate 7hre Lawes 1386 In vayne worshyp they 
teachynge mennys fatuyte. 1887 F, Haut in Vation(N. Y.) 
XLIV. 141/2 Star-gazing .. and kindred futilities and fatui- 
ties. : 

2. Idiocy, mental imbecility, dementia. Now rare. 

1621-51 Burton Anat. Med. 1. i. 1. iii. 34 If..the animal 
spirits are..cold, [follows] fatuity and sottishness. a 1676 
Hate Hist. Placit. Cor. (1736) 1. iv. 29 Ideocy or fatuity 
a@ nativitate. 1707 Froyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 93 The 
Ancients imputed Fatuity to the Refrigeration of the Head. 
1748 HartLry Obdserv. Alan. iii. 391 A species of Madness; 
as Fatuity or Idiotism is. 1779 Jounson Lett. Mrs. Thrale 
6 Apr., Death is dreadful, and fatuity is more dreadful. 
1797 M. Batute Mord. Anat. (1807) 434 He has met with 
this appearance in cases of fatuity, 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

+Fatuo'sity. Obs. rave, [as if f. L. *fatuas- 
us, f. fatuus FATUOUS +-1TY.] =F avurry. 

1681 GLANVILL Sadducismus 1. 90 Which opinion. .is stiffly 
held. .not without some Fatuosity and Superciliousness, 

Fatuous (fetieos), a. [f. L. fatu-us foolish, 
silly, insipid + -ous. ] 

1. Of persons, their actions, feelings, utterances, 
etc.: Foolish, vacantly silly, stupid, besotted. 

1633 StRUTHER Z7rue Happines 20 Mathematicians are 
fatuous. 1652 GauLe Magastrom. 162 What fatuous thing 
is Fate. 1665 GLANVILL Scefs. Sci. xiii. 73 We pity, or 
laugh at those fatuous extravagants, 1844 Lever 7. Burke 
ix, A fatuous, stupid indifference to everything. 1864 H. 
Ainswortu Yohn Law. iv, The veteran courtier, fatuous 


FATUUS. 


as he was, was not duped by professions of regard, 1877 
Mortey Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. 277 The fatuous commonplaces 
of a philosophic optimism. 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 
33 Roman Senate, in their fatuous disregard for intellect. 

2. That is in a state of dementia or imbecility ; 
idiotic. Now rare exc. in Sc. Law. 

1773 Erskine Just, Law Scot, 1. vii. § 48. 139 Fatuous 
persons, called also idiots. .who are entirely deprived of the 
faculty of reason and have an uniform stupidity and in- 
attention in their manner and childishness in their speech. 
1842 M’Gtasuan Sheriff Courts Process § 441 When a fa- 
tuous or furious person has been cognosced. 1868 Act 
31-2 Vict. c. 100 § 101 Such person shall be deemed insane 
if he be furious or fatuous. 

3. Hatuous fire: =IGNIs FATUUS. So fatuous 
light, vapour, etc. 

1661 A. Brome Zfist., New Year's Gift, Those fatuous 
Vapors, whose false light Purblinds the World. @ 1668 
[see Faruus]. 1839 Baitey Festzs xxxii. (1848) 354 The 
fatuous fire Of man’s weak judgment, 1857-8 Sears A¢han, 
iv. 3 A fatuous light that shall lead him astray. 

4:4. In Lat. sense. ‘Tasteless, insipid, vapid. 

1608 D. T. Zss, Pol. & Mor. 8b, Truth and Knowledge.. 
where-with whatsoever is not seasoned, is fatuous and un- 
savourie, 1624 Donne Devotions 25 Instantly the tast is 
insipid and fatuous. 

Hence Fa‘tuously adv., in a fatuous manner ; 
Fa‘tuousness, the quality or fact of being fatuous ; 
imbecility, stupidity. 

1876 J. Weiss Wit, Hum. & Shaks. v. 154 The fair maid 
[Ophelia] who must be the tenant of this grave so fatuously 
dug. 1882 Miss Brapvon JZn¢. Royal i, Such wild youths, 
she told herself, fatuously, generally make the best men, 1874 
Morey Compromise (1886) 27 In both orders alike there is 
only too much of this kind of fatuousness. 1884 MWest- 
morland Gaz.1 Nov. 5/t The..fatuousness of the policy 

.-pursued in South Africa, 

Fa‘tuus. zave—'. Short for Ianis FATUUS. 

a1668 Denuam Progr, Learning 160 Thence Fatuus 
fires and Meteors take their birth, 1820 Corrie Exfost. 
Let, Ld. Byron 165 To..turn aside Whoe’er may take thy 
fatuus for a guide. 

Fat-witted, a. [f. Far a.+Wir+-zp2.] Of 
slow wit, dull, ‘ thick-headed’. 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. JV,1. ii. 2 Thou art so fat-witted..that 
thou hast forgotten to demand that truely, which thou 
wouldest truly know. 1797 J. LAwRENCE in Monthly Mag. 
XLVI. 215 Grave and pious, or fat-witted sophisters. 1803 
Syp. Situ Wks. (1859) I. 62/1 If they are endowed, pro- 
fessors become fat-witted. 1863 HawrHorNnE Our Old 
Flome (1883) I, 374 These .. lawyers, slow-paced and fat- 
witted as they must needs be. 

Faubourg (fobur). Forms: 5 faubourgh, 
fabo(u)r, 6 faubor, (foubour), (fourbourg), 7-8 
fauxburgh, 7-9 fauxbourg, 9 fauberg, 7— fau- 
bourg. [late ME. faubourg, fabo(u)r, a. F. fazu- 
bourg. From the 15th c. to the beginning of the 
17th c. the word was more or less naturalized, esp. 
in Scotland; it is now used only as foreign, with 
Fr, pronunciation or (more frequently) semi-angli- 
cized as fou-bier, -biierg. 

Littré considers fawbourg, formerly also spelt faiwx-bourg 
(=‘ false borough’) to be a corruption of the earlier-recorded 
synonym /orsbourg (£. ors outside+ dourg borough), which 
is the source of some of the Eng. forms given above. The 
word faxbourg, faux-bourg, seems not to be known in F, 
before 15th c., but its existence in 1380 is implied by L, 
falsus burgus in a charter cited by Du Cange, Its origin 
may possibly be found in the MHG. phalburgere (also 
spelt falborgere), which according to German scholars 
originally meant ‘burghers of the pale’, i.e, ‘persons 
living outside the city wall but within the palisade’; it 
afterwards denoted a special class of non-resident burghers, 
having only partial civic rights. The word occurs fre- 
quently in the imperial charters of 13-14th c., sometimes 
latinized as Ahalburvgenses ; anda charter of 1365, according 
to a French translation given by Laguille (1727) speaks of 
“des faux bourgeois dits en allemand Pfalbourguers’, From 
these facts it seems not unlikely that fawbourg, faux-bourg, 
may have been evolved from phalburgensis or its punning 
translation falsus burgensis, faux bourgeois.) i 

A portion of a town or city, lying outside the 
gates; a suburb. (In Paris the name is still re- 
tained by various parts of the city which were 
originally suburbs, but have long been included 
within the walls.) 

1470, 1489 [see Fapsor]. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 308/4 
The other kepe the cytees the townes the castellys and the 
faubourghs. 1523 Lp. Berners /vorss. I. ccclxv. 596 
Theyr foreryders went to the faubories of Sence. 1582-8 
Hist. Yas. VI (1825) 6 Neir the toun wall and fauxbourg 
thereof. 1608 Lp. Hersert Trav. fr. Paris in Life (1886) 
go zote, You must conceive they’re..come To Fourbourgs 
St. Germans. 1655 Sir E, Nicuoras in NV. Pagers (Camden) 
II. 315 Mylo. of Buckingham lyes here in these fauxbourgs. 
1739 Gray Frid. in France Wks. 1884 I. 243 A charming 
view..just before you come to Lyons, of the Fauxbourgs of 
that City. 1830 R. Cuampers Life Yas. J, I. 40 The 
Canongate, one of the fauxbourgs of Edinburgh. 1877 D. 
M, Wattace Russia xxiii. 355 At the further end of this 
fauberg stood a fortified tower. 

Faucal (fo'kal), a. and sd. [f. L. fauc-és (see 
next) + -AL.] A. adj. Of or pertaining to the 
fauces or throat. In phonology applied chiefly 
to certain deep guttural sounds, es. in the Semitic 
languages. 

1864 in Wenster. 1876 T. Douse Grimm's L. App. A. 
179 Its more usual affinity being for the faucal @. 1883 
itavcon A Uphabet 1. 111. § 3. 180 The ‘faucal breaths’ as well 
as the linguals, are characteristic of the Semitic languages. 


1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Faucal, relating to, or arising in con- 


néction with, the /qzces. 


ee 
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B. sd. A faucal sound. 

1883 I. Taytor Adphadet. I. ut. § 3. 180 ‘Ayin is the most 
difficult of the faucals. Zdzd. I. 1. § 3. 181 Cheth..a ‘frica- 
tive faucal’, was a strongly marked continuous guttural 
sound produced at the back of the palate. 

|| Fauces (f9's7z), 5d. #7. Also 6 faulses. [ Latin. | 
See also Faux. 

1. Anat. The cavity at the back of the mouth, 
from which the larynx and pharynx open out. 

154r R. Corprann Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., Demaunde. 
Whereof serueth the encla, and the amygdales and faulses 
and where are they sette? 1746 R. James [xtvod. Mouffet's 
Health's Improv. 3'The alimentary Mass. .is thrust towards 
the Fauces. 1805 Med. Frnl. X1V.114 Without producing 
much affection of his salivary glands and fauces, 1878 
Hasersuon Dis. Abdomen (ed. 3) 33 The anterior fauces 
are greatly narrowed, 

transf. 1800 Hurvis Fav. Village 17 E’er he pours into 
the distant deep, Through the wide fauces of yon hiant cliffs. 


2, a. Bot. The throat of a calyx, corolla, ete. 
b. Conch, That portion of the first chamber of a 
shell which can be seen from the aperture. 


1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Fauces, the gaping part of 
monopetalous flowers. 

Faucet (fd'sét), sd.1 Forms: 5 faucett, faw- 
cet(t, 5-6 fawset, 6 faucete, -set, (fasset, faul- 
sed, -set), 7 faucit, -sset, 7-8 fosset, (forset), 4— 
faucet. [a. F. fawsset (in sense 1); of unknown 
etymology. ] 

+1. A peg or spigot to stop the vent-hole in a 
cask or in a tap; a vent-peg. Obs. 

c1430 Wycilif’s Fob. xxxii. 19 (MS. V.) Lo! my wombe is 
as must with out faucet [1388 spigot] eter a ventyng that 
brekith newe vessels. 1616 Surre. & Marxn. Conntry 
Farme, To giue it [ayre] when the fosset is halfe out. 1632 
B. Jonson Magn, Lady u. i, With a faucet or peg. 1741 
Conpl, Fam, Piece 1. v. 266 Give it Vent ..with a Hole 
made with a Gimblet ; into which put a Peg or Faucet. 

2. A tap for drawing liquor from a barrel, etc. 
Now dad. and. U.S. 

Formerly more fully sAzgot and faucet, denoting an old 
form of tap, still used in some parts of England, consisting 
of a straight wooden tube, one end of which is tapering to be 
drivenintoahole in the barrel, while the other end is closed by 
a peg or screw. ‘The peg or screw when loosened allows the 
liquor to flow out through a hole in the under side of the 
tube. Properly, the sfzgot seems to have been the tube, and 
the faucet the peg or screw (as still in the Sheffield dialect) ; 
but in some examples the senses are reversed, and each of 
the words has been used for the entire apparatus. In the 
Ue Jaucet is now the ordinary word for a tap of any 

ind, 

la1400 Morte Arth. 203 Vernage .. In faucetez of fyne 
golde. 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 77 He asketh 
allowaunce for tubbys, treyes, and faucettes. 1468 Paston 
Lett. No. 549 Il. 268 For claretts and fawcetts vid. 1830 
Patscr. 740/1 Our men be to thrustye to tarye tyll their 
drinke be drawen with a faulsed. 1549 CHaLoner Evasyeus 
on Folly Giv b, He founde a backe faulset set in his wyne 
vessell. 1630 RaNpboLtpH Aristippus (1652) 16 Thi Nose 
like a Fausset with the Spicket out. 1719 D’Urrery Pills 
(872) I. 285 In spite of his Spigot and Faucet, The States- 
man must go to old Nick. 1780 Vow Trott Iceland 190 
A hole in the rock, which is shut with a spigot and faucet. 
1881 Miss Larran in Macm, Mag. XLIV. 379 This was 
furnished with a half-dozen faucets, which could be turned on 
at will. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., Faucet, a wooden tap-screw for 
a barrel. 1890 Harfer’s Mag. Apr. 751 The dripping of the 
water from the faucet in the sink sounded sharp and distinct. 

Jig. 1868 T. Howett Ard. Amitie Aij, To Lady Talbot, 
It is..more commendable to learne to suppresse thy tongue, 
then to seeke the fasset to set abroch the same. 1640 BromE 
Sparagus Gard, m1. iv. Wks, 1873 III. 160 In every man 
there are all humours to him that can find their faussets. 

+b. A contemptuous appellation for a tapster. 

1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair u. ii, My chayre, you false 
faucet you. /dzd. u. iii, Speake in thy faith of a faucet. 

3. Used as a synonym of ADJUTAGE. 

a1774 Gotpsm. Surv. Laperim.Philos. (1776) I. 407 The 
contrivance of the fosset or ajutage. 

4. U.S. (See quot.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Faucet, the enlarged end of 
a pipe to receive the spigot end of the next section. 

5. attrib. and Comd., as faucet-hole, -seller. Also 
U.S. faucet-joint (see quot.). 

1607 SHAKS. Cor. 1. i. 79 Hearing a cause betweene an 
Orendge wife and a Forset-seller. 1688 R. Hotme Armozry 
Il. ili. 108/1 Taf is the Forset hole made in the head of the 
Barrel to draw the Liquor out, 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech, 
Faucet-joint, 1. An expansion-joint for uniting two parts of 
a straight metallic pipe, which is exposed to great variations 
of temperature. 2, One form of breech-loader in which the 
near of the bore is exposed by the turning of a perforated 
plug. 

+ Faucet, Fau'set, 50.2 Obs. [Corruption of 
Facet.] = Facer. Also applied to a faceted 


stone. Comb. faucet-cut, cut like a facetted stone. 

1684 R. Wacker Nat. Exper. 131 The fausets (2. e.) those 
[diamonds] that are ground of their own Octoedral Figure, 
seldom or never failed. 1685 Lond. Gaz, No. 2028/4 Lost.. 
a little Drap containing one large Stone..and three little 


Faucets weighing about two Grains and half each, 1712 
Ibid, 5055/3 The 2 Side-drops faucet-cut. 
Fauch, Faugh (fax), sd. Chiefly Sc, Also 


9 north. fauf, fawf. ‘A single furrow, out of lea; 
also the land thus managed, Ang.’ (Jam.); = 
Fatiow sd. 2 and 3. Also attrib. faugh sheep, 
sheep fed on a fallow. 

1s.. Scotish Field in Percy's Folio MS. I. 228 On 
the broad hills we busked our standards, And on a faugh 
vs beside. 1641 Brest Farm. Bhs, (Surtees) 17 Well 








FAULE. 


happed sheepe are the best for an hard faugh. Jdzd. 
27 Our faugh sheepe doe not afforde soe fine a wooll. 
1736 Ramsay Sc. Prov. (1807) 16 Farmers faugh gar lairds 
laugh. 1792 G.S. Kerru in Statist. Ace. Scott, II, 535 
‘Their outfields and fauchs are rated at from 3s. to 10s. 17 
R. Micutr 76éd, X. 239 The faughs area part of the outfiel 
never dunged, 1876 Whitby Gloss., Fauf, a fallow. 1883 
Almondbury Gloss. s.v. Fauf, A ‘potato fauf’ is when the 
land is ready for the sets, and also after the crop has been 
taken out. 

+ EFauch, a.) Sc. Obs. Also 6 faweh. [From 
the sense app. a variant of FaLuow a@.!; the ab- 
normal form may be due to association with 
Fatiow a.?, of which faach (see next) is the 
normal representative in Sc.] =F ALLow a.! 1. 

1513 Douctas A ners vu. i. 74 A linge wattry garmond 
dyd hym vaill, Off colour fauch [L. géazco]. Tbtd. x11. 
Prol. 1o8 Sum grece, sum gowlis.. Blanchit or brovne, 
fawch 3allow mony ane. 

Fauch (fay), @.2 Chiefly Sc. Forms: 8 faugh, 
9 north. fauf, 6 fauch. [Northern var. of FALLow 
a.* (:—OE. *fealh-).] =F ALow a.2 

1513 Dovuctas Aves vi. vi. 68 Amang the fauch rispis 
harsk and star. ¢1865 Linpsay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. 
(z814) 499 It was in ane fauch eard and rid land quhair 
they moved for the tyme. 1688 R. Horme Armoury ut. 
73/t Faugh ground, or ground lying Faugh .. the same to 
Fallow. 1721 Ramsay Ws. (1848) III. 56 He likes best 
To be of good faugh riggs possesst. 1876 Mid. Yorksh. 
Gloss. s.v. Fauf, ‘A fauf-field’, a fallow-field. 1876 Whitby 
Gloss. s. v. Fauf, To ‘lie fauf’? as when the soil is left to 
mellow. 

Fauch, Faugh, v. Chiefly Sc. Also6 faucht, 
9 north. fauf. [var. of FALLow.] ¢rans. To fallow 

ground). 

15.. Aberdeen Reg. (Jam.), Sayand at [=that] hewald nocht 
eir nor faucht his land sa air in the yeir. 1703 THoRESBY 
Let. to Ray 27 Apr. Yorksh. Wds. (E. D.S.), Haugh. 1799 
A. JoHNSTONE in Statist. Acc. Scotd. XXI. 139 A part of 
folding ground, enriched by the dung of sheep and of cattle 
. or fauched (a kind of bastard fallow) and manured by alittle 
compost dung, bore three, four or five crops. 1810 CRoMEK 
Rem. Nithsdale Song (1880) 69, I brawlie can faugh yere 
weel-ploughed lea. 1855 Ropryson Wiitby Gloss., Kaugh, 
to fallow. 1883 Admondbury Gloss. s.v., They say a man 
is faufing his land when he is cleaning it with no crop 
on it. 

Faucheon, -ion, -on, var. ff. of FALcHION. 

Faucial (f9-fial, -fal), a [as if f. L. faucz-, 
fauces (see Fauces)+-aL. Cf. Faucan.] a. Of 
or pertaining to the fauces. Of a sound: Pro- 
ceeding from the fauces. b. Sot. Pertaining to 
the fauces or ‘throat’ of a flower. 

1807 Ann. Reg. 932 That hoarse faucial noise before men- 
tioned. 1840 Por WV. Wilson Wks. (1864) I. 423 My rival 
had a weakness in the faucial or guttural organs. 1845 
Linney Sch. Bot. v. (1858) 60 Stamens .. arising from the 
outside of an annular faucial disk, 

Faucitis (fosoi'tis). Path. [f. FAvc-Es + -1TIS.] 
Inflammation of the fauces, 

1875 H. C. Woop Therap. (1879) 50 In faucitis, the 
strength of the solution [Nitrate of Silver] may vary from 
fifteen to thirty grains. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Faucon(e, -oun, -onet, obs. ff. FALCON, -ET. 

Faucylle, obs. form of FocrLe. 

Faud, dial. form of Foup. 

Faudom, obs. Sc. form of FATHOM. 

F'aue, obs. form of Fan a. 


+Faufel(1. 00s. [a. Arab. J393 fawfel.] = Anno, 

15394 BLunpEvit Lvere. v. vi. (ed. 7) 545 That Indian tree 
which is called Faufell. 1693 PAd?. Trans. XVII. 684 The 
Betel and Faufel (the first of the Pepper, the latter of the 
Palm kind), /ézd¢. 766 ‘The Indians chew the Leaves instead 
of Betel with the Faufel or Arequa. 1755 JonHnson, Maz/fel/, 
the fruit of a species of the palm-tree, And in later 
Dicts. 

Faugh (f9). zt. Also 6 fah, 6-7 foh, 7 
fough. An exclamation of abhorrence or disgust. 

1542 UpALL tr. Hrasm. Apoph. 320b, All y* coumpaignie 
..crying foh at suche a shamefull lye. c1597 Nasue Lez. 
in Grosart Ws. I. Introd. 64 Had I beene of his [Sir J. 
Harrington’s] consayle, he shold have sett for the mott, or 
word before it [H.’s Ayax], Fah! 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's 
Rev. m1. ii, Fough, he smells all lamp-oyle. @ 1679 Lp. ORRERY 
Guzman iv, Faugh, What an unsavory Smell assaults my 
Nose! cx1680 Hickerinewt Hist. Whiggiswz, Wks. 1716 
I. 108 Foh! no more of them, 1700 FarQquHar Constant 
Couple i. ti, Faugh, the nauseous fellow ! he stinks of poverty 
aed. 1832 W. Irvinc Alhambra I. 291 ‘A monkey! 
faugh!..I hate the nauseous animal’, 1864 ‘THACKERAY 
D. Duval vii, Faugh! the wicked little beast ! 

Faugh, var. of FavucH. 

Fau3t, fauht(e, obs. ff. fought; see Fieut v. 

Faughter, dial. f. of Farrer v.3 

Faughter, var. of Fauirur sd. Obs., a defaulter. 

Faughty, obs. form of Faunry. 

Fauhn, obs. form of Fawn z. 

Faujasite (fozascit). A. [Named after 
Faujas de Saint-Fond, French geologist : see -ITE. | 

1844 Dana Jin. 524 Faujasite occurs in square octahe- 
drons. 1863-72 Watts Dict. Chem. II. 617 Famwasite, 
‘a silicate occurring, together with black augite in the man- 
delstein of the Kaiserstuhl in Baden. 

Fauld, Sc. and dial. form of Foun. 

Fauld (fold). Adz. [Perh. =fauld, Sc. var. of 


Foup.] (See quot.) 
1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1, 827/2 Fauld, the tymp-arch 
or working arch of afurnace. 1881 in Raymonp A7Zzn, GZ, 
Faul(e, obs. form of Fatt, 


FAULT. 


Fault (folt, fplt), sb. Forms: 3-7 (8, 9 dial.) 
faut(e, (5 fauute, faut), 4-6 fawt(e, 5-7 falt, 
faulte, 5— fault. [ME. faw¢(e, a. OF. faute fem. 
(also faut masc.) = Pr. Sp., Pg., It. falta :— 
popular Lat. */al/ita, a failing, coming short, f. 
*fallitus, popular Lat. pa. pple. of fallére: see 
Fat v. 

The earliest recorded spelling in Fr. is fazte ; the etymo- 
logical 2 was inserted by some writers in 15-17th ¢., and this 
example was followed in Eng. (our first certain instance 
being in the MSS, of Barbour written in 1487-9); from 17th 
c. the standard spelling has been faz/t, but in Pope and 
Swift it rimes with ¢hought, wrought, and Johnson 1755 
says that in conversation the Zis generally suppressed, In 
many dialects the pronunciation is still (f$t). J d 

+1, Deficiency, lack, scarcity, want of (something 
specified). xave in Z/, Also used adso/. (like want) 
= want of food or necessaries. Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4504 (Cott.) Man pat .. thoru his welth, 
na fautes felis. Jé4zd. 5385 (Cott.) Faut o bred was in pat 
tide. 1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 303, & whan we faren to 
fed we finde no faute. 1375 BARBour Bruce 1x. 318 [He] 
has the castell tan, Throu falt of vach. ¢ 1450 Hrenryson 
Mor, Fab, 60 The Fowles faire for falt they fell off feete. 
c 1450 St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 7628 He fande faute of honeste. 
14.. Pol. Rel. L. Poems (1866) 95 The pore, for faute late 
pem not spylle ! 1523 Lp. Berners /’vo/ss, I. clix. 193 They 
had gret faut in their hoost of vitayle, 1591 Conincspy 
Siege of Rouen in Camden Misc. (1847) 1. 30 You would 
have thoughte there had bene noe faulte of men. 

+b. The amount deficient (in an account), Ods. 

1668 Pepys Diary 20 Mar., He..is ready to lay down in 
ready money the fault of his account. 2 

+e, Hor (the) fault of: in default of; in the 
absence of ; through deficiency or want of. Ods. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 397/154 His fon hauep moch of his 
lond for be faute of pe y-nome. c1330 Arth. §& Merl. 7834 
Ded me weren leuer by Ihesus Than he starf for faut of ous. 
¢1386 Cuaucer Sg.’s 7. 435 She swouned..for faute of 
blood. ¢1420 Pallad. on Hush, w. 699 For faute of that 
gete other thinges goode, 1480 Bury Wills (1850) 56 For 
the favte of sweche issue the remandyre therof to the next 
heyre. @1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Lk, M. Aurel, (1546) N iij, 
Rome is fallen..not for faute of money and armes. 1597 
Suaxs. 2 Hen. IV, 1. it. 45 One it pleases me, for fault of 
a better, to call my friend. 1620 /77e7 Rush 30 His Masters 
shoone. . for faut of greasing. . were very hard. 1685 Gracian's 
Courtiers Orac. 221 Seriousness is wanting, for fault of 
which great qualities have no lustre in them. 1794 Burns 
Gane is the day, We'll ne’er stray for faute o’ light. 

+2. Default, failing, neglect. Wethout (any) fault 
(=Fr. sans faute): without fail; hence, for a 
certainty. Cf. Fam sd. 1, Obs. 

c1325 Coer de L. 1214 Thou schalt .. have.. folk inowe 
with thee; In us schall no fawte bee. 1389 in Eg. Gilds 
(1870) 34 Who-so..be nouthe pere. .he schal paie a pound of 
wax for is faute. c1477 Caxton Yason 45 b, If ye wole telle 
me your name with out any faute, I shal telle yow myn also. 
c1489 — Sonnes of Aymon ix. 215 Now shall they be 
honged to morowe wythoute fawte. c1500 Afelusine 318 
My swete loue..there shal be no fawte of it. x1g02 Brzy 
Wills (Camden) 92 For fawte of thithing and offryng nectly- 
gently forgotyn ij s. iiij d. 1523 Lp, Berners /o7ss, I. xviil. 
22 Your ennemies..be within iii. myle of you. .ther shall ye 
fynde them without faulte. 1587 MascaLt Govt, Catt/e (1627) 
182 They are bred by euill meate, and fault of drinking good 
water. 

3. A defect, imperfection, blameable quality or 
feature, a, in moral character. (Expressing a 
milder censure than vce.) 

1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B, x1. 209 Ne vnder-nym nou3te foule 
for is none with-oute faute. c1400 Afol. Loll. 100 We are 
not so sikir pat we be wip out faut, error, and vnkunning. 
¢ 1420 Chron. Vilod. 1226 In me fforsothe no fau3t per nys. 
1587 Mirr. Mag., Porrex vii, Can I excuse my selfe 
deuoide of faut. 164z Futter Holy & Prof: St. 1. xiv. 
308 That godly King..had some defects, but few faults. 
1784 FRANKLIN Aztobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 113 A benevolent 
man should allow a few faults in himself. 1785 Burns 
Epist. to F. Lapraik xvii, There’s ae wee faut they whiles 
lay to me, [like the lasses. @1846 Lanpor Jag. Conv. Wks. 
1846 I. 464 Great men too often have greater faults than 
little men can find room for. 1857 LiviNGSTONE Trav, ii. 44 
His independence and love of the English were his only faults, 

b. in physical or intellectual constitution, ap- 
pearance, structure, workmanship, etc. 

c 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 120 The fairest man .. Withouten 
faute fra heid to fote. 1538 Starkey Lngland u, i. 26 The 
commyn fautys and mysordurys of the same. 1599 Min- 
sHEU Dial. Sp. § Eng. (1623) 57 The women generally .. 
have three faults. .litle eies, great mouthes, and not very 
smooth skin, 1651 Hospes Leviath. 1. xvii. 86 Do not 
see ..any fault, in the administration of their common busi- 
nesse, 1675 Vittiers (Dk. Buckhm.) “ss. Poetry 74 Where 
can one [song] be seen without a fault? 1713 Swirt Cadenus 
$ Vanessa 603 She own'd the wandering of her thoughts, But 
he must answer for her faults. 1884 tr. Lotze's Logic 197 
An essential fault of the Pythagorean theory. 

ce. In phrase 70 a fault (qualifying an adj.) ; to 
such an extent that it becomes a fault ; excessively, 
extremely, 

1752 Scots Mag. XV. 41/1 This was good-natur'd to 
afault. 1762 Goipsm. Vash Wks. 1881 IV. 89 She was.. 
generous toa fault. 1849 D. G. Mitcuett Battle Summer 
(1852) 140 His dress is plain toa fault. 

d. Comm. With all faults (now sometimes ab- 
breviated ‘ A.F,’ or ‘Job A.F.’) ; with all defects, 
2.¢. the seller will not be answerable for them. 

1716 Lond.Gaz, No.s5400/4 To be taken away with all Faults. 

+4. An unsound or damaged place; a flaw, 
crack; JZi?. a gap in the ranks, Oés. 

1514 Barcray Cyt. § Uplondyshm, (Percy Soc.) 9 Stoppe 
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all the holes where thou can fautes se, 1895 SHAKs. Yohn 
1V, ii. 33 Patches set vpon a little breach Discredite more 
in hiding of the fault. 1609 C. Butter Jem. Mon. iii. (1623) 
G iij, First, lift vp the stalls.. then setting them downe 
againe..mend all brackes and faults about them. 1698 Sir 
T. Morcan Progr. in France in Select, Harl, Misc. (1793) 
388 Major Morgan, observing the enemy mending faults, 
and opening the intervals of the foot, to bring horse in. 

5. Something wrongly done. Phrase, Zo commit 
(rarely do, make) a fault. a. In moral sense: A 
dereliction of duty; a misdeed, transgression, 
offence. Also occas. Delinquency in general, 
‘something wrong’. 

13.. &. EB. Allit. P. B. 177 For fele fautez may a freke 
forfete his blysse. ax4s0 Ant. de la Tour (1868) 66 Forto 
clense her of sertaine fauutes that she had done. 1514 
Barcray Cyt. & Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 3 Faustus..To 
them imputynge grete fautes. 1550 CrowLry Last Trump 
753 Winke not at faltes. x16xx Brnte Gen, xli. 9, I doe 
remember my faults this day. 1748 Butter Sev. Wks. 
1874 II. 310 Distresses.. brought upon persons by their own 
faults. a@1853 Ropertson Sevm, Ser. 111. xvii. 219 A rest- 
less, undefinable sense of fault. 1875 Jowrert P/azo (ed. 2) 
III. 250 A fault which is most serious, I said ; the fault of 
telling a lie. 

b. A failure in what is attempted; a slip, error, 
mistake. Nowsomewhat rare; lady teachers often 
use it in marking school exercises (after F. fauée). 
In early use esp. {a clerical error or misprint. 

1523 Lp. Berners /7oiss, I, Author’s Pref., If any faute 
be in this my rude translacyon. 1559 W. CUNNINGHAM 
Cosmogr. Glasse Aiijb, If faultes escape .. with penne 
spedely amende it. 1583 Honmanp Campo di Fior 359 
Leave more space betwene both lines. ‘That there maye 
be place to mende your faultes. 1633 2. Campion's Hist. 
Trel. (at end), Faults escaped. 170r De For Trwe-born 
Eng. Pref., The Book is Printed; and tho I see some 
Faults, ‘tis too late to mend them. 1725 Watts Logvc 11. 
iii, There must be some fault in the deduction. 1774 
Gotpsm. Grecian Hist. 11. 35 The other army .. had made 
another fault, not less considerable, 1845 Graves Rom, Law 
in ELxcycl. Metrop. 775/1 The.. faults of the Florentine 
MS. are corrected. 

e. spec. in Rackets and Tennis. A faulty stroke ; 
a stroke in which the server fails to make the ball 
fall within the prescribed limits. 

1s99 Cuapman H/2morous Day's Mirth Bij, 1 gaue him 
fifteene and all his faults, 1611 Corcr., Bisgue, a fault at 
Tennis. 1679 SHADWELL 7rve Widow1, We'll play with you 
at a bisk, and a fault, for twenty pound, 1886 H. I’, WILktn- 
son Encycl. Brit. XX. 210/2 (Rackets), Two consecutive 
faults put a hand out. 1888 J. Marsuaty zdzd, XXIII. 
182/2 (Tennzs), It is a fault if the service be delivered from 
the wrong court. 

6. a. To find (a) fault: to discover or perceive 
a fault (senses 3-5) 27 a person or thing. b, 
Hence, idiomatically, Zo jind fault (with, + at): 
to express dissatisfaction (with), criticize unfayour- 
ably, censure. 

a. 21375 Lay Folks Mass Bk. App. iv. 479 Faute per- 
Inne 3if pat he fynde Mak no scornynge me be-hynde. 
c1400 Rom. Rose 3837 Grete faute in thee now have 
I founde. ¢1440 York Myst. xx. 183 Fautez nowe are 
founden fele. 1563-7 Bucnanan Reform. St. Andros 
Wks, (1892) 9 Geif the regent find falt quhairof the nomen- 
clator has nocht advertysit hym. 1711 Appison SZect, No. 
29 ® 3 The only Fault I find in our present Practice. 1841 
Lane Arad, Nts, I. 63 If he find any fault in her within 
three days. 

b. c 1400 Desty, Troy 4850 Rule vs by rightwisnes .. bat 
no fawte with vs founden be. 1588 J. Upatt Déotrephes 
(Arb.) 6 Finding faut with him for one thing or another. 
1593 ledi-Troths N. Y. Gift 9 A man will finde fault without 
cause, 1611 Biste Mark vii. 2 When they saw some of his 
disciples eate bread with defiled... hands, they found fault. 
1656 Artif. Handsom. (1662) 4 Eyes ., over-curious to find 
fault at Art. 1741 MippLETon Cicero (ed. 3) III. x1. 257 
You find fault with me. 1776 BentHam Fragm. Govt. 
Wks, 1843 I. 230 If nothing is ever to be found fault with 
nothing will ever be mended. 1875 Jowrtr Pla/o (ed. 2) 
I. 161, I am not given to finding fault, 1892 T. W. Eris 
in Law Times XCIII, 417/2 No fault was found with my 
suggestions, 

7. a. With reference to persons: Culpability ; 
the blame or responsibility of causing or per- 
mitting some untoward occurrence; the wrong- 
doing or negligence to which a specified evil is 
attributable. Zo de z7 (+ one’s, + the) fault: to be 
to blame. + Zo lay, put (a) fault + in, upon: to 
impute blame to. | Zo bear the fault: to bear the 
blame. /¢ 7s my (his, etc.) fault; Iam (he is, etc.) 
the person to blame for what has happened. 

1377 Lancu. P. P2. B. x. 103 And leyden fautes vpon be 
fader bat fourmed vs alle. ¢1475 Rauf Cotlzear 290 He 
will be found in his fault, that wantis. 1530 Crome in 
Strype Acct, Mem. V1. App. x. 20, I doo nott putt 
ae ee man. 1530 Parser. 429/2, Iam .. in the faute 
that a thyng is a mysse, yay tort, 1 Mirr. Mag. 
Northumbld. xix, This was my hap, eer pete or ay 
fawte, 1600 E, Biounr tr. Conestaggio 206 To lay the 
faulte upon Anthony. 1665 Boye Occas. nee Iv. xi. (1845) 
235 Their Superiours are in the fault. 1700S, L. tr. C. Fryhe's 
Voy. E. Ind. 349 The Master was in all the fault. 1715 DE 
For Fam, Iustruct. 1. v. (1841) I. 96 Lay the fault on me, 
1726-31 Tinpat Rapin's Hist. Eng. (1743) 11. xvu.675 Who 
are in the greatest faults. 1735 Pope Hp. Lad; 73 Let Blood 
and Body bear the fault. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) 
I. 319 All is lost, but not through any fault of mine. a 1839 
Praep Poems (1864) II, 22 When weak poets go astray, 
‘The stars are more in fault than they’, 1848 Dickens 
Doméey ii It will be our own faults if we lose sight of this 
one. 1884 F. M. Crawrorp Rom, Singer 1,1 It was not 
any fault of mine, 








FAULT. 


"| Incorrectly in plural, by the attraction of poss. 
adj. referring to two or more persons. 

1738 Common Sense (1739) 11. 242 Where this happens, it 
is their own Faults. 1774 Mitrorp Zss. Harmony Lang. 
228 It is our own faults ee err greatly. ; 

b. The defect, the ‘something wrong’ (in things, 
conditions, etc.) to which a specified evil is at- 
tributable. (Phrases as in a.) 

1375 Barsour Bruce m1, 298 Giff. .he thar-off failze, The 
fawt may be in his trawailje. 1590 Sir J. SmytH Disc. 
Weapons 21 By the negligence of the Harquebuziers .. or 
by the fault of the touch-boxes. 1656 H. Puitiirs Purch, 
Patt. (1676) 15 The fault lies in those false rules and customs. 
1803 T. Beppors Hygeia x1. 15 Rich sauces eaten in pro- 
fusion... are very frequently in fault. 1807 Med. Fral. 
XVII. 244 The fault .. is not in the practitioner but in the 
patient. 1859 Tennyson Geraint § Enid 1115 Creatures 
voiceless thro’ the fault of birth, 

8. Hunting. A break in the line of scent ; loss of 
scent ; a check caused by failure of scent. ‘+ Cold 
fault: cold or lost scent. Zo be, + fall at (a) fault: 
to overrun the line of scent owing to its irregularity 
or failure; to lose or be off the scent or track. 
To hit off a fault: to recover a lost scent. 

1soz Suaxs. Ven. §& Ad. 694 The hot scent-snuffing 
hounds..have singled..the cold fault cleanly out. 1607 
Torset, Four. Beasts (1673) 107 Suddenly the hounds 
fell at a fault, 1637 Suirtey Lady of Pleasure u. ii, Give 
him leave To follow his own nose..while he hunts In view, 
—he’ll soon be at a fault. 1687 Concreve Old Bach. v. i, 
Your blood-hound has made out the fault. 1749 Frecpinc 
Tom Fones x. vi, Bad hounds. .never hit off a par them- 
selves. 178 Beckrorp Hunting (1802) 163 If a long fault 
make his [the huntsman's] assistance necessary. 1 
Times 10 Oct. 5/5 They [bloodhounds] are at fault .. by 
overrunning the line, 1888 P. LinpLey 77d. 16 Oct. 10/5 
The hound. .took up the stale trail.. without a fault. 

b. fig. At fault: puzzled, at a loss. 

[1626 Worton in Relig. Wotton. (ed. 3) 550 We are. .at 
a fault, in the Hunter's term.] 1833 Hr. Martineau Loom 
§ Lugeger 1. v. 87 One's conscience ane at fault, an appeal 
to the law must settle the matter. 1840 R. H. Dana sae 
Masti, 1 My little knowledge of a vessel was all at fault. 
1861 T. L. Peacock Gryll Grange ii, There was sufficient 
diversity in the characters of the rejected to place con- 
jecture at fault. 1886 SHorTHousE S7r Percival iv, 121 
‘The walls and courts ..were so full of..relics of the past 
that the wisest antiquarians were at fault, 

qc. The phrase a¢ fault is sometimes incorrectly 
used in the sense ‘not equal to the occasion’, ‘in 
the position of having failed’. With still greater 
impropriety, it is (according to Mr, Fitzedward 
Hall) frequently employed by American and oc- 
casionally by Eng. writers in the sense of ‘in fault’. 

1876 L. SrerHen Eng. Thought I. vi. 324 The many 
difficulties in nature.. when made the groundwork of an 
aero .imply that the creator has been at fault. 

. Geol. and Mining. A dislocation or break in 
continuity of the strata or vein. Cf. F. fazdle. 

1796 Phil. Trans. 351 Vhey discovered..a fault..in the 
strata, 1813 BakeweLL /utrod, Geol. (1815) 263 Faults 
generally decline a little from a vertical position. 1830 
Lyett Princ. Geol. I. 43 The faults and dislocations of the 
strata. 1847 AnsTED Anc, World vi. 108 Every coal-field 
is..split asunder and broken into small fragments by.. 
‘faults’, 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 1. xxvii. 392 The [ice] beds 
were bent, and their continuity often broken by faults. 
1863 LyeLt Antig. Man (ed. 3) 199 A valley..follows a line 
of fault in the chalk. 1883 W.S. GresLey Gloss. Terms 
Coal Mining 103 There are several kinds of faults, e.g. 
Faults of Dislocation; of Denudation; Upheaval; Trough 
Fault ; Reverse or Overlap Fault; Step Fault. 

b. (See quot.) 


1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., In coal-seams, sometimes 
applied to the coal rendered worthless by its condition in 
the seam (slate-fault, dirt-fault, etc.). 

10. Zelegr. An imperfect insulation ; the con- 
dition of being in contact with anything which 
impairs or weakens the current; a leakage, 

1863 Cuttey Handbk. Pract. Telegr. iv. 64 These faults 
are called ‘earth’ and ‘contact’. /d/d. iv. 65 Suppose.. 
a fault to occur connecting the wire to the earth .. This 
leak will lessen the total resistance, 

ll. Comb. Chiefly objective, as fazlt-finder sb. ; 
Jault-jinding sb. and adj.; fault-hunting adj.; 
attrib. (sense 9) fazdt-line. Also fault-reader, 
one who can trace the correspondence of strata 
interrupted by a fault ; fault-rock, fault-stuff (see 
quots.) ; fault-slip, the smooth surface of the frac- 
tured rocks in some types of faults. 

56x T, Hosy tr. Castiglione's Courtyer Epist. C ij b, 
I confesse to my *faultfinders. 158x Sipney Afol, Poetrie 
(Arb.) 49 Fault-finders ..wil correct the Verbe, before they 
vnderstande the Noune. 1852 RoperTson Sevwz, Ser. 1v. 
xxxv. (1863) 273 Social faultfinders, who are ever on the 
watch for error, 1626 Brrnarp J/s/e of Man 20 He.. liveth 
upon *fault-finding. 1865 Miss Mutock Chr. Mistake 90 
Small backbitings and fault-findings. 1622 Davies Orchestra 
Ixv, Correspondence,.That no *fault-finding eye did ever 
blame. 1630 M. Gopwyn tr. Bs. Godwyn’s Ann. Eng. 43 
The most fault-finding could not complaine of any want in 
that kinde, 16rz Cuapman Widowes T. in Dodsley O. P2. 
(t720) VI, 210, I must..be sure to give no hold to these 
*fault-hunting enemies. 1869 Puituirs Vesuv, vii. 197 
On such a *fault-line atmospheric vicissitude has been 
effective. 89x R. Kiptinc City Dreadf Nt. 88 A good 
** fault-reader ’..must more than know geology. 1877 A. H. 
Green Phys. Geol. ix. § 4. 365 Fragments of the adjoining 
rocks mashed and jumbled together, in some cases bound 
into a solid mass called fault-stuff or *fault-rock. 1882 
Gene Text Bk. Geol. 1. vt. 524 The line of fracture is 
marked by a belt or wall-like mass of fragmentary rock, 
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known as ‘fault rock’. 1883 Grestey Gloss. Terms Coal 
Mining, *Fault-slip, 1811 J. Farry Agric. Derbysh. 1. 
i. § 3. 120 Extraneous matters filling the Fault ..I shall call 
them *Fault-stuff. 1877 [see /an/t-rock above]. 

Fault (fglt, folt), v. Forms: 4-6 faut(e(n, 
fawt(e, 6 faulte, 6-7 falt, 9 Sc. faut, 6- fault, 
[f. prec. sb.; cf. OF. fauter, which may be the 
source in the older senses. ] 


+1. zztr. To be wanting or absent. Const. daé. 

¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Laurentius 778 Pat was to bat 
ilke end: Gyf ocht fawtyt, It til amend. 1377 Lanew. ?. 
Pi. B. 1x. 66, I fynde pat holicherche Shulde fynden hem 
pat hem fauteth. 1398 TRevisa Barth De P. R. xix. 
1.(1495) 860 Yf lyghte lackyth and fawtyth : the qualyte of 
colour is not seen. c¢1460 Launfal 200 Today to cherche 
y wolde have gon, But me fawtede hosyn and schon. 1525 
Lp. Berners /’vo/ss. 11. xxx. 87 Here fauteth company. 

+2. To be deficient 27, to be lacking zz. Ods. 

1504 ATKINSON tr. De Imitatione 11. xxxix, Worldlye 
wyse men fawteth in thy wysdome, good lorde. 1579 E. K. 
in Sfenser's Sheph. Cal. Epist., Minding to furnish our 
tongue in this kind, wherein it faulteth. 1586 A. Day Exe. 
Secretary 1. (1625) Aiij, I will blush for mine errors, where 
I fault in ability I will shew you my will. 1606 HoLLanp 
Sueton. Annot. 11 Hee faulted in common civilitie. 

+3. trans, To stand in need of, lack, want, be 
deficient in. Ods. 

1377 Lanci. P. P27. B. 1x. 66 Poles pat fauten Inwitte. 
a1400-50 Alexander 2710 A thing .. parnes be wyngis, 
And fautis be fethirhames. 1470-85 Matory Arthur i. i, 
I fawte | [knyghtes], for so many haue ben slayne. ¢1475 
Partenay 6379 She noght fauteth pat haue shold A lady. 

absol. 1475 Bk, Noblesse 31 Be this way the ost may 
never faut. 

+h. ¢mpers.=Fr. al faut, To be needful. Cds. 
1soz Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W.) v. iii. 377 It fauteth 
not for to ymagen that they ben lesse ferefull in hell. 

+4. intr. ‘Vo come short of a standard ; to make 
default, fail. Ods. 


14.. tr. Leges Quatuor Burgorumc. 19 in Sc. Stat. (1844) 
I. 336 Gif he faltis twyis he sall be chastyte twyis for his 
forfaute. Gif he faltis thryse [etc.]. 1486 Stanley's Ord. 
Lichfield Gild 12 Vf the seid..persons wy! absent them-self 
..[they] shal pay ij pownd of wax; and as ofte as ony of 
them so fawteth after iij times monysshed, to be discharged. 
1545 Ascuam 7oxoph.(Arb.) 36 If shotinge faulte at any 
tyme, it hydes it not .. but openly accuseth and bewrayeth 
it selfe, ¢1611 SyLvesteR Du Bartas (1621) 11. iv. 1v. Decay 
512 Let not our Fervour fault, Through length of Siege. 
a1677 Manton Sex, Wks. (1871) II. 187 He hath exceed- 
ingly failed and faulted in his duty. 

+b. quasi-¢rans. ‘To fail or omit fo (do some- 
thing) ; to miss (one’s aim), Ods, 

1522 St, Papers Hen, VIII, V1. 103 Wherin His Grace 
shall not faulte to indevour Hymself after his best power. 
1527 Knicnt in J. S. Brewer Henry VIII, xxviii. (1884) IL. 
224 The contents whereof I shall not fault to follow accord- 
ing unto your Grace's pleasure. x891 770d. Raigne K. 
John (1611) 53 Ile mend the fault, or fault my aime. 

5. zntr. ‘To commit a fault, to do or go wrong, 
hence sometimes, to sin, Ods. exc. arch. rarely 
quasi-¢vazs, with neut. pron. as 0/7. Const. agaznst, 
to, toward, Also rarely, To fault zt. 

c1400 Afol. Loll. 66 He fautid be error & be vnkun- 
ning. @ax1400-s0 Alexander 2659 ‘Quat has he fauted ?’ 
quod pe frek. c14s0 Henryson Mor. Fab. 74, 1 faulted 
neuer to youtruelie. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour cxxx, 182 
Men shalle saye that she fawted in dede, 1548 Upatt, etc. 
Erasm. Par, Luke xv. 132 Whatsoeuer I haue faulted, I 
haue fauited against him alone. 1549 Compl. Scot. xiv. 122 
I exort 30u.. that gyf ony of 3o0u hes faltit contrar 30ur 
comont veil.. that 3e correct 3our selfis. 1602 WARNER 
Alb. Eng, 1x. xliv. (1612) 211 They .. die in lingring ‘Vor- 
ments, who Fault to their Inquisition. _@ 1603 T, Carr- 
wricut Confut. Rhem, N. 7, (1618) 27 He that marrieth 
another, faulteth against the former wife. 1625 B, Jonson 
Staple of News 1. i, And where my dogs have faulted, 
Remove it with a broom. a@ 1632 T. ‘V'ayvLor Goa’s Judgem. 
I, I. xxii. (1642) 86 The people of Casarea faulted greatly 
when .. theycalled King Herod a god. 1647 Warp Simp, 
Cobler 88 Poore Coblers well may fault it now and then, 
They’r ever mending faults for other men. 1825 Scotr 
Talism, xx, He hath foully faulted towards me, in failing 
to send the auxiliary aid he promised. 1871 BrowninG 
Balaust. 96 Had I died for thee I had faulted more. 

+b. of things, Ods. 

1602 WarNeER A/6, Eng. x. |x. (1612) 265 Somewhat some- 
where faulteth. 1608 Be. Hatt Char. Virtues §& V.u, 101 
Everie thing faulteth either in too much or too little. 

+6. To make a mistake, be in error, blunder, 

1530 Patscr. 546/2 It is no marvayle thoughe I faulte yet, 
Tam but a begynner. c1sso Cureke Mast, xviii, Y° greak 
fauteth heer in y° nomber. 1624 Bepeti Lett. vi. 95 Hee 
faults himselfe in the same kinde, that hee imputes to 
another. 1692 Covt. Grace Conditional 47 If they faulted 
in any thing about the Matter in controversie, it was in 
giving too much to Faith. 1765 Cuesterr, Let/, (1890) 178 
His tongue stammering and faulting, 

7. trans, To find fault with, to blame or censure. 
Somewhat rare. Also + Zo fault (a person) with 
or “hat; to charge with, find fault with because, 
Now chiefly dad. and U.S. 

1559 Batpwin JZirr. Magistr. (1563) vi. b, Or shal I fault 
the fates that so ordayne? 1585 Asp. Sanpys Servz. (1841) 
53 If it fall upon his head, let him fault himself. xgg0 ‘I. 
Watson Eglogue death Sir F. Walsingham 276 (Arb.) 
169 My mind..gins fault hir giuing place to sorrows sourse. 
1633 I. AvAms Ef. 2 Peter ii. 4 The lion was faulted 
by the lioness, that his breath stank. 1677 Cary Chronol, 
Il. 11. I. iii, 193 Josephus is to be faulted, for saying that it 
was in the 2sthyear. 1791 Wotcorr (P. Pindar) Rights of 
Kings Wks. 1812 II. 415 Fault the poor Flesh and quarrel 
withthe Fish. 1842S. Lover Handy Andy xxi, What's that 
you're faulting now? is it my deal seats without cushions? 

Vou. IV. 
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1850 Mrs. I’. TroLiore Pefficoat Govt. 161 Her manner.. 
could not, to use an American phrase, be ‘faulted’, 1866 
Lowe.t Sigfow P. Introd., The Americanisms with which 
we are faulted. 

b. To impugn or mark as faulty. rare. 

1585 Ap. Sanpys Sev. (1841) 233 Any deformity ..in 
the body of a naked man.. is soon espied and faulted. 
1635 Suetrorp Learned Disc. 54 God's house is abused 
by them which bring hither hawks and dogs, which is 
faulted in our Church-homilie. 1665 J. SercEanr Suve 
footing 58 If Protestants faulted not the Rule. 1882-3 J. 
J. Mompert in Schaff Zxcycl. Relig. Know. 1. 736 Twenty- 
nine passages. .faulted by Lawrence as incorrect. 

8. Hunting. To put (a hound) at fault; to throw 
off the scent. vare. 

1873 W.S. Mayo Never again xii. 164 A way ! By which 
we'll fault their staunchest hound. 

9. Geol. and AZining. trans. Chiefly pass. To 
cause a fault (see FauLr sd. 9) or break of con- 
tinuity in; to dislocate. Zo fault down or through : 
to depress (part of a stratum), to drive (part of it) 
through (another) with the result of causing a fault. 

1849 Murcuison S7luria vii. 139 It is faulted on the 
north-west against Old Red Sandstone. 1863 Dana Zan. 
Geol, 111 If the stratum were inclined at 15° without fault- 
ing, it would stand as in fig. D. 1872 W. S. Symonps Rec. 
Rocks, Black slates at Llandeilo are faulted through the 
Caradoc beds. 1879 RurLey Stud. Rocks ii. 8 Portions of 
the already solidified crust were faulted down or depressed. 
1883 Sczence 1. 10t An undulation which has overturned 
the folds, and has faulted them in some places. 

Jig. 1837 Sir F. Patcrave Merch. & Friar ii. (1844) 39 
Correct reasoning would suddenly be faulted, as it were, by 
a vein of wild credulity. 

Faulted (fo'lt-, foltéd), Af7. a Lf. Faunr sd. 
and v.+-ED.] Having faults. 

1. Having faults of character, faulty. 

1608 Macuin Damb Knight ut. i. in Hazl. Dodsley X. 
157 A maid so faulted seldom proyes good wife. 

3. Geol. Cf. FAULT sd. 9. 

1858 Grikie //ist. Boulder xi. 228 The contorted and 
faulted strata. 1863 Dana JZan, Geol. 727 The inequality 
of the faulted parts of the veins. 1881 E, Hutt in Nature 
XXIII. 289 Durness limestone and its faulted position. 

+3. Reproached as faulty, impugned. Oés. 

1628 Br. Hatt Old Relig. xvi. § 2 (1633) 40 Our Saviour 
.-tells him ..That these faulted Traditions were of old. 

+ Fau'lter. Ods. Forms: 6 faltar, -our, 
faughter, (faultor, 7 faultour, fawter), 6-9 Sc. 
fauter, -or, 6-8 faulter. [f. Faun? v. + -ER!, and 
-our, -oR; OF, had faztzer adj. guilty.] One who 
commits a fault; a culprit, delinquent, offender. 

1535 Stewart Cron, Scot. II. 544 Of sic faltouris thair 
haif tha brocht fyve hunder. 1556 J. Hevwoop Sfider & 
#’, xxiv. 10 The faughter .. To saue his lyfe, apealth to be 
repride. 1602 /lenley in Arden Rolls, A Presentment of 
all the ffaultes and fawters 13 Oct". 1602. 1634 Hrywoop 
Mayden-head well Lost u. Wks. 1874 1V.120 Punish the 
faulter, and the innocent saue. 1708 J, CHAMBERLAYNE 
St. Gt, Brit. 1. 1. ix. (1743) 81 To the Lord High Admiral 
belongs..the goods of Pirates, Felons, or Capital Faulters. 
@1796 Burns Here's his health in Water 2 Tho’ he be 
the fautor.. Yet here’s his health in Water, 1840 W/is¢le- 
binkie (1890) I. 253 I’se no be sic a fauter, 

Faulter, obs. form of FaLrEr v.!, 3. 

Faulter, -our, bad forms of Fauror. 


Faultful (f9lt-, foltfl), a. [f. Faur sd, + 
-FuL.] Faulty, culpable. 

1591 Troub. Raigne K. Fohn (1611) 65 Such meteors were 
the Ensignes of his wrath, That hast’ned to destroy the 
faultfull towne, 1593 SHaxs. Lucy. 715 So faresit with this 
fault-full Lord of Rome. 1621 Lavy M. Wroru Urania 36 
You are the children of men, and like them fault-full, 1856 
Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. tv. ix. § 4 The limiting lines 
between virtuous contentment and faultful carelessness. 
1876 J. Evuis Cesar in Egypt 3x3 Thy mercy much ex- 
ceedeth, As our faultful nature needeth. 

Hence Faw'ltfully adv., in a faultful manner. 

1859 Ruskin Aryvows I, 199, I have been myself fault- 
fully answerable for this too eager hope in your mind, 

aultily (folt-, foltili), adv. [f. Fauury + 
-LY2.] Ina faulty manner. 
1. Inadefective manner ; defectively, imperfectly, 


incorrectly. 

1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades (1592) 42 Philosophie doth 
.-faultily teach many thinges touching God. 1580 Hotty- 
BAND Treas. Fr, Tong, Incorrectement, faultily, 1609 
Doutanp Ornith. Microl. 69 Many of those Priests . .does 
read those things. .so faultily, that they doe not only hinder 
the deuotion of the faithfull, but also [etc.]. 1711 Hearne 
Collect.(Oxf, Hist. Soc.) III. 125 The Inscriptions are also 
most faultily taken. 1888 V. Amer. Rev. Feb. 198 However 
faultily preached. .these Indians had heard the one Gospel 
which must save the world. 

b. =‘To a fault,’ See Fautt sd. 3 ¢, 

1855 Tennyson Mand 1.6 Faultily faultless, 

2. In a blamable manner; blamably, culpably. 

rggrt Perctvatt Sp. Dict., Criminalmente, faultely. 1661 
Boyie Style of Script. (1675) 221 If they be not faultily in- 
disposed to receive impressions from it. 1768-74 ‘TucKER 
Lt. Nat. (1852) 11. 590 A man may be faultily scrupulous, 
as well as laudably conscientious. 1773 Mrs. CuArone 
Improv. Mind (1774) 1. 186 Depend upon it the corruption 
has. . been faultily indulged. 


Faultiness ({9'lt-, fo'ltinés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or state of being faulty, 

1. The quality or state of having blemishes or 
defects; defectiveness, imperfection. + 70 /az/tz- 
mess: =‘toa fault’ (see FAULT sd. 3 c.). 


1530 Patscr. 219/t Fautynesse, faviuseté, 1561 'T. Nor- 
ton Calvin's Inst, ut. 263 Theyr good workes are but 

















FAULTLESSNESS. 


begonne and sauoring of the faultinesse of the flesh, 1606 
Suaxs. Ant. § CZ. ut. iii. 33 Cle. Bear'st thou her face in 
mind? is’t long orround? Mess. Round, euen to faultinesse. 
1678 Cupwortu Jnte/Z. Syst. (1808) I. 331 The first atheistic 
instance of the faultiness of things. 1726 SHetvocxe Voy. 
round World (1757) 326 The faultiness of our ship. 1793 
Beatriz Moral Sc. 1. i. § 11. 182 Pleased, or displeased, 
according to the degree of excellence or faultiness. a 1846 
Lanpor /mag. Conv, Wks. (1846) I. 69 Adducing a few 
instances of faultiness in Byron. 

2. The quality or state of having moral blemishes, 
of being in fault or to blame ; depravity, viciousness, 
culpability, guilt. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin om Ps, xxv. 21 As though David 
requyre to bee preserved cleere from all faultynesse. 1628 
Dicsy Voy, Medit. (Camden) 31 Such as I could not free 
him from much faultinesse. 1818 Mrs. SuHeLtey /’vankenst. 
i. (1865) 63 My father would be unjust if he ascribed my 
neglect to vice, or faultiness on my part. 1868 BrowninG 
Ring § Bk. vt. (1889) II. 242, I bow my head .. Break 
myself up in shame of faultiness. 

Faulting (fo'lt-, foltin), vd7. sd. 
+-ING1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FAULT? in various senses ; 
an instance of this. Ods. 

c1450 tr. De Imitatione 1. lix, Nature compleinep sone 
of fautyng & of greuaunce. 1622 W. WHATELY God's Hisb. 
127 Some grosse outward faultings therein. a@ 1665 J. 
Goopwin Filled w. the Spirit (1867) 155 His faulting of 
the translation..doth not at all commend his skill in the 
original. 1679 Kinc in G. Hickes Sfirit of Popery 50 
So much silence and fauting even amongst Ministers. 

2. Geol. The process of producing faults, dis- 
location of strata ; an instance of this. 

1849 Dana Geol. xiii. (1850) 574 In the faulting ofa rock. 
1863 LyreLt Antig. Man 345 ‘The most wonderful shiftings 
and faultings of the beds are observable. 


Faulting (fo'lt-, foltin), 2/7. a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG*.] That faults. a. That commits faults. 
b. That is at fault. See Faun sd. 8. 

1566 PaintER Pad. Pleas.1. Pref. 8 Faulting fooles and 
youthly heades, 1837 Browninc Strafford wv. ii, Pym’s 
faulting bloodhounds scent the track again, 

+ Fau'ltive, cz. Ols. In 5 faltive. [a. F. 
Jau(lytef, -ive ; see FAULY sd. and -1vE.] Faulty. 

1496 Seal of Cause in Pennecuik Blue Blanket (1722) 14 
Quhair it beis fundyn faltive, to forbid the samyne, 


Faultless (fo'lt-, foltlés), a. [f. Faun sd. + 
-LESS.] Free from fault. 

1. Without defect, imperfection, or blemish ; irre- 
proachable. Said with reference to moral character, 
physical or intellectual qualities, workmanship, 


beauty, etc. 

13.. £. £. Aliit. P. B. 794 Of alle feturez ful fyn & 
fautlez bobe. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 640 Fyrst he watz 
funden fautlez in his fyue wyttes. @ 1674 CLARENDON //7s/. 
Reb. 1x. (1843) 577/x1 A very faultless young man. 1709 
Pore Ess. Crit. 253 Whoever thinks a faultless piece to 
see, ‘Thinks what ne’er was, nor is, nor e’er shall be. 1770 
Junius Lett, xxxix, 203 A fautless, insipid equality. 1853 
Kane Grinnell Exp. xii. (1856) 88 A singularly beautiful 
bird, faultless in its purity of white. 1868 Freeman Vorv7. 
Cong. (1876) II. x. 506 The faultless model of a ruler. 1883 
Gitmour Mongols xxxi. 358 Resplendent in yellow coats 
and faultless hats. 


2. That has committed no fault; that is not to 
blame ; guiltless, innocent. Oés. exc. with mixture 


of sense I. 

1813 Morr in Grafton Chron. II. 758 Finally were he 
faultie or faultlesse, attainted was he by, Parliament. 
c1s40 Order in Battayll Ciijb, As well for the fault- 
lesse, as the gyltie. 1624 Fairrax God/r. of Boulogne it. 
39 For our sinnes he faultlesse suffered paine. 1697 DrypEN 
Virg. Georg. 1. 710 Take the Traytor’s Head, E’er in the 
faultless Flock the dire Contagion spread, [1855 MAcauLay 
Hist. Eng. VV, 305 Rochester .. expressed a wish to be 
informed of the grounds on which the Admiral had been 
declared faultless.] 

+b. occas. transf. Not caused by any fault. 
Also in faultless pardon, a pardon for an alleged 


offence never committed. Ods. 

1586 J. Heywoop Sfrder § F. ii.151 To take all fautles 
falles, reioisinglie. 1597: Hooker Zec/. Pol. v. \x. (1611) 317 
In whome there is no other defect beside his faultlesse lacke 
of baptisme. 1752 Carte Hist. Eng. 111. 575 Obliging the 
most deserving of his subjects to ask a faultless pardon. 


Faultlessly (fo lt-, foltlésli), adv. [f. prec. 
+-LY2.] Ina faultless manner. +a. Blamelessly 
(obs.). 1b. Without flaw or blemish ; irreproach- 


ably, perfectly. 

1610 Heatey St. Aug. Citie of God 127 Give thus much 
leave to a poore woman, in tender affection, faultlessly to 
bewaile her spouse. 1856 Froupr Mist, Hug. (1858) I. viii. 
245 The fidelity of the clansmen to their leaders was fault- 
lessly beautiful, 1880 Oura AZoths 11, 362 She is faultlessly 
made. 1893 C. H. Herrorp in Bookman June 83,2 No doubt 
the translation is faultlessly correct. 


Faultlessness (f6'lt-, foltlésnés). [f. as prec. 
+-NESS.] The quality or condition of being fault- 
less. a. Freedom from blame ;_blamelessness 
(obs.). b. Freedom from defect or blemish. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 429 The wrong. .you doe ynto 
me, to thinke me..so childish, as not to perceiue your 
faithfull faultlesnesse. 1754 Epwarps Freed. Wid w. iii. 
(ed. 4) 292 Our ideas of excusableness or faultlessness. 1818 
Hazuitr Eg. Poets iv. 99 His excellence is by no means 
faultlessness. a 1853 RoBERTSON Sevwz. Ser. 11.197 Perfection 
is more than faultlessness. 1858 Doran Crt. Fools 4 Venus 
..proud in the conviction of her faultlessness, i 

1 


[f. Fauur z, 


FAULTRESS. 


Fau'ltress. vare. [fem. of FAuLTEr: sce 
-Ess.]_ A female offender. 

1838 J. SrruTHERS Poetic Tales 16 Faultress dire to laws 
above. 

Faultsome, a. rare. 
Full of faults, faulty. 

1891 R. Kiprine in Lipffpincott's Mag. Jan. 95, I like that 
fault. Be more faultsome. 

Faulture (f9'lt-, foltitu). vave—!. [f. Faurz. 
+ -URE.] A failing; in quot. concr. Decayed 
remnants. 

18z0 Keats Hyferion (First Version) 1, 70 What I had 
seen..Seem’d but the faulture of decrepit things To that 
eternal domed monument. 


+ Fau‘ltworthy, a. Ods. rare. [f. Fauur v, 
+ WortHy.}] Deserving of blame, blameworthy, 
culpable. 

1586 Ferne Blas. Gentrie To Gentl. Inner Temple, Such 
things which .. he iudgeth faultworthy. a@1656 Br. Hatt 
Revelation Unrevealed § 11 In both which extremes these 
last times have been too faultworthy. 

Faulty (folt-, folti), a. lorms: 4-5, 9 dial. 
fauty, 4-5 fawty(e, 5 fawte, 6 fawtie, fautye, 
6-7 faultie, (6 faulte), 7 faultye, 7- faulty. [f. 
as prec. +-Y1, perh, after F. fazd7f.] 

1. Containing faults, blemishes or defects; de- 
fective, imperfect, unsound. 

a. of material things. 

1435 Misyn Mending of Life 108 So pow settis bi-self on 
a fawte grounde. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 4082 De 
walles of cuthbert oratory he fande baim mekil fawty. 1530 
Patscr. 312/t Fautye as fruite is that is nat sownde. 1577 
Nottingham Rec. 1V. 171 Many stretes is owte of order for 
mendyng vere faulte. 1643 PrynNe Ofen. Gt. Seal 21 
Some of the seales for ill cloathes, to have fand¢7e engraven 
inthem. 1697 Dampirr Voy. (1608) I. 443 Here they made 
a new Boltsprit ..our old one being very faulty. 1697 
Dryven Virgil, Life(1721) I. 29 He [the colt] came ofa faulty 
Mare. 1759 tr. Duhamel’s Hush, 11. i. (1762) 115 Vo pluck 
up the faulty ears as fast as they appeared. 1846 GREENER 
Se. Gunnery 187 If a barrel be faulty, or locks inferior. 
1862 Huxiry Lect. Wrkg. ATen 47 Faulty as these layers 
of stone in the earth's crust are, defective as they necessarily 
are as a record. 
tatoes bin turnin up very fauty.’ 1888 Lerhsh. Gloss., Vauty, 
anything..with part decayed is so described. 

b. of immaterial things. 

1380 Wycur Wks, (1880) 364 God takip bis ordenance in 
his chirche as..in no wise fawtye. 1535 Jove Afol. Tindale 
27 Whether my correccion..be a diligent correccion, and 
Tindales translacion fautye or no. 1851 ‘I’. WiLson Logike 
(1580) 34b, It isa faultie argument. 1649 W. DuGpaLe in 
Lett. Lit, Ment (Camden) 174 If Mr. Leicester do knowe 
it [my comparing of Domesday] to be faultye .. that I will 
not deny. 1744 BerKevey Sys § 68 'The origin of the gout 
lies ina faulty digestion. 1789 Burns Let. to Miss Williams, 
Where the expression seems to be perplexed or faulty. 1830 
Mackintosu £th. Philos. Wks. 1846 I. 185 Those .. may 
consistently blame the faulty principle, and rejoice in its 
destruction. 

2. Of persons, their qualities, etc.: Having im- 
perfections or failings; apt to do wrong or come 
short of duty. 

1574 tr. Marlorat’s Apocalips 40 The cause why our affec- 
tions are faultie, is for that they runne headlong, and haue 
no stay of themselues, 1621 Br. Hatt Heaven upon Earth 
§ 5 Our best endeuour is ..faulty. 1712 BupGeti Sect. 
No. 506 ? 6 The ladies are generally most faulty in this 
particular. 1729 Burter Seri. Pref. Wks. 1874 II. 21 To 
forgive injuries. .so peculiarly becomes an imperfect, faulty 
creature. 1748 RicHarpson Clar/ssa (1811) I. iii. 14 His 
reputed faulty morals. 1878 Browninc La Saisiaz 68 
The nice distinction ’twixt fast foes and faulty friends, 

3. +a. That has committed a fault, error, or 
offence ; guilty of wrong-doing (0ds.). b. That is 
in fault or to blame (for some undesirable results). 

13.. &. £. Addit. P. B. 741 Quat if faurty be fre and 
fauty byse oper Schalt bow schortly al schende & schape 
non ober. 1380 WycuiF /’ks. (1880) 364 Ellis men mosten 
say pat God is and was fawty in ordenance of bobe his 
lawis. 1389 in Exg. Gilds (1870) 72 Qwat man or woman 
be fawty, he schal paye .. dz. 77. wax. c1440 Vork Atyst. 
xl. 130 A! fooles pat are fauty and failes of youre feithe. 
1481 Caxton Reynard \Arb.) 5 Reynard.. knewe hym self 
fawty and gylty in many thynges. xg09 Barciay Siyvp of 
Folys (1570) 54 Howebeit I knowe my wordes shall suche 
greue, As them selfe knoweth fawtie and culpable. 1856 
Aurelio § Isab. (1608) B vj, What soever person that were 
founde faultie of like errour. 1611 Breaum. & Fr. Maid’s 
Trag.1. i, Thou art faulty; I sent for thee..Thou cam’st 
not. 1614 Henley-in-Arden Rolls, Wee oe present 
william Kerbee shoomaker ffaulty. 1682 7g. Elect. 
Sheriffs 19 How often hath the City been more faulty to 
divers of our former Kings. 1777 Howarp Prisons Eng. 
(1780) 196 Workshops for faulty apprentices. 1812 H. & J. 
Smiru ez. Addr, 102 As it now stands, ‘ one fiddle’ among 
many, the faulty individual will I hope escape detection. 

absol. 1533 More Debell. Salene Wks. 985/x Yf he would 
compare the fauty wyth the fauty. - 1614 Br. Hatt Recold. 
ia 759 It is an old policy cf the faulty, to complaine 

irst. 

4. Of the nature of a fault; censurable, wrong. 

1548 UbALL, etc. Erasm. Pur. Col. ii. 18 A faultie hum- 
bleness it is, through Angels to loke for that whiche shuld 
of Christ himselfe be asked. 1699 Burnet 39 47t. xxit. 
247 No reserve is made in Scripture for this [sc. Idolatry] 
as being faulty only because it was applied wrong. 185t 

ussey /’apal Power ii. 66 Thus Rome grew now by 
means of whatever was faulty in the Church. 1869 Gout- 

BURN Purs. [Holiness Pref. 11 A faulty habit of mind. 

B. quasi-adv. =F avwriny adv. 

1754 Ricu ARDSON Gramdison (1781) IT. xix. 208 What an 

humbling thing is the consciousness of having lived faulty. 


[f. FauLt sb. + -SoME.] 
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Faulty, var. of Fouaury a., musty. 

+ Faulx. Ods. Also falx, [a. OF. faulx, Fr. 
faux in faux du corps small of the back.] A trick 
in wrestling ; a grip round the ‘small of the back’. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 76a, Many sleights and tricks 
appertaine hereunto [‘wrastling’]. .such are the Trip, fore- 
Trip, Inturne, the Faulx, forward and backward. 1612 
Drayton Poly-old. i. 6 Vhey practise... The forward, back- 
ward, falx, 

Faun (fon). A%yth. Also 6-7 fawn. [ad. L. 
Faun-us, proper name of a god or demigod wor- 
shipped by shepherds and farmers, and identified 
with the Gr. Pan; also in pl. faz (cf. Gr. Tlaves), 
a class of similar deities. (Chaucer's fazszy is the 
L. plural.] 

One of a class of rural deities ; at first represented 
like men with horns and the tail of a goat, after- 
wards with goats’ legs like the Satyrs, to whom 
they were assimilated in lustful character. 

€1374 Cuaucer 7yoylus wv. 1544 On satiry and fawny 
more and lesse, Pat halue goddes ben of wildernesse. c 1386 
— Kunt.’s T. 2070 Nimphes, Faunes, and Amadriades. 1579 
Spenser Sheph. Cal. July 77 Here han the holy Faunes 
resourse. 1631 Massincer Amp, East ut. iii, The poets’ 
dreams of lustful fauns and satyrs. 1728 Swirr Let. 14 Sept. 
in Wks. (1841) II. 105 The muses and the fawns .. will 
crown you with joy. 1830 Scorr Demonol. iv, These silvans, 
satyrs and fauns. 1850 Tennyson /x Memz. cxviii, Arise 
and fly The reeling Faun, the sensual feast. 

Faun, obs. form of Fawn. 

Fauna (fona). Pl. fauns; also faunas. 
[mod.L. fava, an application of the pr. name of 
a rural goddess, the sister of Faunus (see Faun) ; 
used by Linneus in the title of his work Hauna 
Suecica (1746), a companion volume to his ora 
Suecica (1745). Cf. Fuora.] 

1. A collective term applied to the animals or 
animal life of any particular region or epoch. 

1771 Let. in G. White Sedborne (1876) 143 He should be able 
to account for the..manner of life of the animals of his own 
Fauna, 1828 Freminc Hist. Brit, Anim. Pref. 7 A few 
additions were afterwards made to this division of the 
British Fauna by Ray. 1844 Vest. Creat. (ed. 4) 99 Fossils 
do not form the sole memorials of the extraordinary fauna 
of this age. 1846 M*Cuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) I. 
133 The fauna of tropical America. 1851 RicHarDsoN 
Geol. (1855) 448 The crustacea were represented in the car- 
boniferous fauna. 1859 Darwin O7ig. Spec. xii. (1873) 323 
A narrow isthmus now separates two marine faunas. 1877 
Le Conte Elem. Geol, (1879) 155 There are ..geographical 
faunae and florae and geological faunae and florae. 

2. A treatise upon the animals of any geo- 
graphical area or geological period. 

1885 A. Newton in Excycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XVIII. 16 A 
rapid survey of the ornithological works which come more 
or less under the designation of ‘ Faunce’. 

Fawnal, a.' rare. [f. Faun + -au.] Of or 
pertaining to a Faun, or to Fauns. 

1s9z_ R. D. Hy fpuerotomachia 97b, Horned faunes .. 
solemnising their faunall feasts. 1849 /raser’s Mag. 
XXXIX. 105 A pastoral, or rather ‘faunal’, sketch. 

Fawnal, 2.2 Faun-A+-AL.] Of or per- 
taining to the fauna of a country. 

1877 Le Conte lem. Geol. (1879) 161 The whole earth 
has been divided into six principal faunal regions. 1884 
Atheneunt 10 May 602/2 Their faunal distribution, 1889 
Arun Birds Ox/fordsh. Pref. The series of county faunal 
works. 

Faund(e, obs. form of fownd, pa. t. of FIND. 

Fauness (fonés). sonce-wd. A female faun. 

1890 Sat, Rev. 11 Oct. 437/1t The fauness or satyress .. 
grows a little monotonous. : 

+ Fau‘nic, a. Ols—° [as if ad. L. *faunzc-us, 
f. Launus: see FAuN and -Ic.] (See quot.) 

1674-81 Brounr Glossogr., Launick (faunicus), wild, 
woodish, rude. 1692-1732 in Cotes. 

Faunist ({O nist). [f. Faun-a+-1s7.] One who 
studies or treats of the fauna of a country or district. 

1766 PENNANT Zool. (1768) I. 173 The critical Faunist may 
possibly censure us. 1813 G. Low Hana Orcad. Pref. 10 
To assist the young Orkney Faunist in classing, 1851 
Fraser's Mag. XLI1I. 253 The male mgi7..was caught as 
faunists are in the habit of catching male moths. 

Faunistic (fOnicstik), @ [f. prec. + -1c.] Of 
or pertaining to a faunist; hence, relating to a 
fauna. Fausstic postion: the place in a fauna 
assigned by a faunist to a certain animal. 

1881 Nature 25 Aug. XXIV. 379 The definition of their 
faunistic position and geographical distribution. 1890 /d7d. 
17 Apr. XLI. 556 A number of faunistic papers in the 
Journal of the Linnean Society, 

Faunistical (/9nistikal), a. [f. prec. +-au.] 
=prec. Hence Fauni‘stically adv., in a faunistiz 
cal manner, as a faunist would. 

1885 Athenwun & Aug. 179/1 Specialists of different 
orders and families. .treat the subject faunistically, 

Faunological (fonolpdgikal), a. [f. next + 
-1¢+-AL.] Of or pertaining to faunology. 

1884 Na/ure 3x July XXX. 326 Faunological and sys- 
tematic zoological work. " 

Faunology (fonplédzi). rare. [f. Fauna + 
-ology : see -LOGY.) That department of zodlogy 
which treats of the geographical distribution of 
animals. 

+ Faunsere, Obs. rave—'. [app. a corruption of 
OV. vaussure( =mod,.F.voussure).] A vaulted roof. 








FAUSSEBRAIE. 


1460 Lybeaus Disc. 1817 The rof abone unlek, And thé 
faunsere [v.7. fasoure, vasure] ek, As hyt wolde asonder. 

Faunship (fonjip). [f. Faun+-snp.] The 
attribute of being a faun. 

1860 Hawrnorne Mard. Faun xii. (1883) 128 The fact of 
his faunship being otherwise so probable. : 

+ Faunt. Ods. Also 4fant,fawnt. [Aphetic 
form of OF. enfaunt, enfant: see INFANT. ‘The 
shortened form has not been found in Fr., but It. 
has the corresponding /anfe boy, servant, foot- 
soldier, whence Ger. /an¢.] An infant, a child, 
a young person. 

13.. “. &. Allit. P. A, 16x At pe fote ber-of [i.e. of be 
crystal clyffe] per sete a faunt. 1382 Wyciir Lev. xii. 3 The 
ei3t day the fawnt shal be circumcidid, @ 1400-50 Alexander 
4629 For quilk a frek is bot a fant pan is he first simple. 


+ Fawntekin. Os. Forms: 4 faun-, fawn- 
t(e)kyn(e, 5 fantekyn. [dim. of Faunr: see 
-kIn.] A little child, an infant. 

1377 Lanav. P. Pd. B. xm. 213, I shal dwelle as I do my 
deuore to shewen, And conformen fauntekynes. 1393 /bid. 
C. x1. 182 Fauntekynes and fooles. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 
845 He has fretyne..als fele fawntekyns of freeborne 
childyre! cx1440 Gesta Rom. \xi. 260 (Harl, MS.) Whanne 
I was a fantekyn, I was fonde in a toune, in a cradyl. 


+ Fauwntelet. Ods. [Aphetic f. OF. enfantelet : 
see Faunt and -Let.] A little child. 

1393 Lancv. P. P27. C. xii. 310 ‘3e, farewel fyppe’, quath 
fauntelet. 

+ Fau'ntelte. Os. [A badly-formed abstract 


noun from prec.] Childishness. 

1377 Lanecv. P. Pd. B. xv. 146 Withouten fauntelte or foly. 
+Fauntempere. Obs. rare—). A dish in 
old cookery. 

c1430 Two Cookery-bks. 19 Fauntempere— Take Al- 
maunde mylke, & floure of rys, Sugre [etc.]. 

Faurd, Sc. pronune. of favoured; only in com- 
pounds, as 2//-, well-faurd. 

Fause, Sc. and dial. form of FAtsE a. 

Fau‘se-house. Sc. [f. fazse, Sc. f. of FALSE a. 
+ Hovusr.] <A hollow made in a corn-stack, with 
an opening on the side most exposed to the wind, 
for the purpose of drying the corn. 


1785 Burns Halloween x, Nell had the fause-house in her 
min’, She pits herself and Rob in, 

+ Fau'sen, 5s. Obs. Also 6 valson, 7 valsen, 
9 dial. fazen. A kind of eel. Applied variously 
to a fresh or salt-water eel, and to a small or large 
eel (see quots). Also fausen-eel. 

1547 Boorpe Brev. Health \xxxvii. 35 b, Take the fatnes 
of a valson ele, 1602 CArEw Cornwall (1733) 31 Of Eeles 
there are two sorts: the one Valsen, of best taste, comming 
from the fresh riuers..the other, bred in the salt water & 
called a Conger Eele. c 1611 Cuarman //iad xx1. 190 The 
wave-sprung entrails, about which fausens and other fish 
Did shoal. c1640 J. SMyvtH Hundred of Berkeley (1885) 
319 A fauson, or great fat eele. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 
u. 325/1 An fel [is] first a Fausen, then a Grigg. 1708 
Mortevux Xadela7s iv. 1x, Fausens, and Griggs. 1887 Kent 
Gloss., Fazen adj. ‘Vhe fazen eel is a large brown eel, and 
is so called at Sandwich in contradiction to the silver eel. 

+ Fau'sen, a. Obs. 

1s91t Troub. Raigne K. Yohn (1611) 53 The Friars chest 
filld with a fausen Nunne. 1654 Gayron Pleas. Notes u. Vv. 
57 Fausen sluts, like Bartholomew Faire pig-dressers. 

Fauserite (f9:sérait). 4/7. [Named by 
Lreithaupt (1865) from /azser name of a gentle- 
man at Pesth+-1TE.] (See quots.) 

1868 Dana J7in. 645 Fauserite..From Herrengrund in 
Hungary. 1879 Watts Dict. Chem. VI. 611 Fauserite, 
a native magnesio-manganous sulphate. 

Fauson, obs. form of FAsHion. 

+Fau‘sonry. Ods. Also 7 fauxonry. [ad. 
OF. faussonerie, fauxonerie, f. faussoner to deceive, 
f. faus Fausr.] Fraud, in the legal sense; falsifi- 
cation of deeds or measures, coining false money, etc. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. |xii. (1739) 121 Felonies, 
of Manslaughter..and Fausonry, are to be punished with 
loss of Member and Estate. /é7d, 122 Fauxonry is of several 
degrees or kinds. .as falsifying the King’s Charter. jJalsi- 
Sying of Money ..or falsifying of Measures. 

Faussebraie, -braye (fosjbig). Forti. 
Forms: a. 5 fawce-, fawese-, (6 faws-) braye, 
9 fausse-braie, 7—- fausse-braye. 8. 7-8 false- 
bray, (7 falsbray). [a. F. fawsse-braie, f. fausse, 
fem. of faux false + braze : see BRAYE.] An arti- 
ficial mound or wall thrown up in front of the 
main rampart. In early use, a covered way. 

a, ¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon iii. 77 A fawcebraye 
vpon a roche, thrughe y* whiche reynawde.. wente oute 
vnder couerte. //d. vi. 149 Also he made y* portcolisse, 
fawesebrayes, & barbacanes well defensable. 1523 SY. 
Papers Henry VIII, 1V. 38 Having noo bulwarkes nor 
fawsbrayes. 1688 Cart. J. S. Kortification 57 The onely 
end of this Faussebray, is the defence of the Moat. 1767 
Srerne 77, Shandy 1X. xi, All its trumpery of saps, mines 
..fausse-brays, and cuvettes. 1828 Narirr Penins. War 
x. vit. (Rtldg.) If. 74 A second wall, about 12 feet high, 
called a fausse byave..surrounded the first. 1855 SMEDLEY 
Occult Sciences 211 note, One of the pinnacled battlements 
of the fausse-braye. 

B. 1604 E, Grimstone //ist. Siege Ostend 34 Others .. 
were in the False Bray. 1667 Lond. Gaz. No. 212/2 Our 
men are now busily employed in placing new Palisados 
upon the Falsbray. 1702 W. J. Brwyn's Voy. Levant xi. 5x 
One may more properly call that of the outward Wall 
a False-bray, or Under-Bulwark. 


FAUSSE-BRAYED. 


attrib, 1812 We.uncton in Gurw. Desf. VILL. 551 
Having escaladed the fausse braie wall. 


+ Fausse-brayed, ///. a. Obs. 
-ED *.] | Provided with a fausse-braye. 

c1530 Lp. Berners 47th. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 187 A hous 
..wel bolwarked and fausbrayed. 

Faussee, var. of Fossrer, Ods. 

Faus(s)et, obs. form of Faucer. 

Faust (fost), a. rare. [ad. L. faust-us, f. 
favéere to fayour.] Happy, lucky. 

1692-1732in CoLrs. 1721-1800 in Barty. 1890 I. Joun- 
son Rise of Christendom 73 The Emperor. .ascending the 
Capitol amidst faust acclamations in the Hebrew, Greck, 
and Latin tongues. 

Fausted, var. of Forstrm. 
+ Fau'stitude. Ols—° 
tudo, f. faustus; see Faust] 

1721-1800 in BAILey. 

+Faustity. Ods. [ad. L. faustitat-cm, f. 
JSaustus (see kAust).] ‘Good luck, happiness’. 

1656-81 in Bount Glossogr. 1729 M. Ratrn Jisc. Poems 
243, I send you Health..And length and faustity of Days. 

Faut(e, var. of Fauvt. 

Fauterer (f9'tora.). 
-ER.] =F avror. 

a 1662 in Heylyn Law (1668) 1. 08 Thou art the fauterer 
of all Wickedness. 1817 Mar. EnGewortn Ormond vi. 
(1832) 60 Father Jos was by no means..a friend or fauterer 
of sir Ulick. 

|| Fauteuil (fotdy). [a. F. fauteudl, f. OF. 
Jaudeteuil, faldestocl:—med.L. faldistolium ¥ aww- 
stoou.] An arm-chair. 

1744 Gray in Gosse Lzfe (1882) 74 Squatted me into 
a fauteuil. 1771 H. Wacroir Left. Cutess. Ossory (1857) V. 
324 The mountain - gods.. pulling their fauteuils across 
a continent., 1813 Lxvaminer 1 Feb. 71/2 Sofas, fanteuils, 
console-tables, girandoles. 1866 Mrs. H. Woop S¢. Wlartin’s 
Eve xxiv. (1874) 299 Her grandmamma’s fauteuil. 


+ Fau‘tive, a. Odls. rare. [f. L. type *fau- 
tivus, f. favere to favour.] Tending to favour, 
favourable. Const. of, ¢o. 

1667 WaterHouse Five Lond. 37 Such instances as were 
by wise men observed Fautive of its progress. Jé/d. 110 
No corner of the... Land to be fautive to it or polluted by it. 

Fautor (f9'td1, -01). Forms: 4-7 fautour(e, 
(6 fauctour), 5-6 fawter, -or, -our, 6-7 fauter, 
4, 6-fautor. Also 6-7 erron. faulter, -or, -our. 
[ad. F. fauteur, ad. L. fautor, f. favere to favour.] 
One who favours ; a favourer. 

1. An adherent, partisan, supporter, abettor. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 209 Him and his fautours 
he cursed everilkon. 1387 Trevisa //cgden (Rolls) 1V. 443 
But Symon and Iohn, with here fautoures, stopped be wayes 
al aboute. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 8356 With pair 
fautours all in fere. 1527 in Fiddes Wolsey 11. (1726) 141, 
I shall. .never more. .hide..such heresies. .nor their auctors 
or fawtors. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Worcester xx, For princes 
faultes his faultors all men teare. 1603 Knottrs //7st. 
Turks (1621) 693 This matter was with great heat debated. . 
either part having great faultonrs. 1713 Dernam Phys. 
Theol. v. i. 312 Cartes .. hath been thought by some to 
have been a Fautor of Atheism. 1786 H. Tooke Pusey 
(2798) I. 398 His lordship and his fautors will do well to 
contend stoutly ..for their doctrine of language. 1832 
Austin Furispr. (1879) I. vi. 289 [Hobbes] is not of the 
apologists and fautors of tyranny. 1890 E, JoHNson 2ise 
Christendom 472 Montalembert, the great fautor and de- 
fender of the monks. 

+2. A protector, patron. Ods. 

1460 CarGRravE Chron. 304 The archbishop .. cursed him 
for contumacie, and great fautoure of heretikes. 1548 W. 
Patten Lxfedition Scot. Ded. in Arb. Garner III. 52 His 
most benign fautor and patron. 1603 CampEN Rew. (1637) 
340 Humphrey, Duke of Glocester, a noble fautor of good 
letters. cx16xx Carman /éiad 1, 441 O thou that all things 
seest, Fautor of Chrysce. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies 11, xii. 
321 He [a star] is the Fautor of Serenity. 1691 Woop A//. 
Oxon 1. 24 By the favour of his Patron, and fautor of his 
Studies. . he was..made Scholar or Pastor. 

Fautorship (fo'torfip). [f. prec. +-suir.] The 
fact or condition of being a fautor; partisanship. 

1863 Atrorp Grk, Test. (ed. 5) J. Prolegomena 76 The 
comparative absence of blind fautorship of the received 
text. 1888 H.C. Lea Hist. Inguisition 1. 167 This final 
effort..was naturally construed as fautorship of heresy. 

+Fau'tress. Ods. [f. as prec. + -Ess.] A 
female fautor ; a. a patroness ; b. an instigator. 

1596 Drayton Legends iii. 313 The only Fautresse of all 
Noble Arts. 1621 G. Sanpys Ovia's ATet. ut. (1626) 48 
Mans Fautresse, Pallas..stood by. 1703 Rowe Ulyss. 111. 
i. 1125 Pallas, the Fautress of my Master’s Arms. 1717 
GartH Ovid Ded., He comes from Banishment to the 
Fautress of Liberty. 1732 in Coes. 

+ Fau‘trix. Ods. [a. L. fautrix, fem. of fautor 
(see Fauvror). Cf. F. fautrice.] =prec. 

1582 T. Watson Centurie of Loue xcii, Melissa mother is, 
and fautrix to the Bee. 1621 G. Sanpys Ovid's Afet. viii. 
‘ge 153 Him Pallas, fautrix of good wits, sustains. 1630 

. Gopwyn tr. Bf. Hereford’s Ann. Eng. ut. 325 The 
Queen..was so exact a fautrix of justice. 

Fauvel, var. of FavEn, Ods. 

|| Fauvette (fovet). [F. fazvette, f. fauve 
fallow.] The name given by French writers to a 
family of Warblers, and adopted by Bewick. 

1797 Bewick Brit. Birds 1. 209 The Fauvette. Pettichaps 
(Motacilla hippolais, Lin., La Fauvette, Buff.), bid. 212 
The lesser Fauvette, Passerine Warbler. Jd7d. 213 The 
Winter Fauvette. Hedge Warbler. /éid. 216 This dis- 
position. ,iscommon to all the Fauvettes. 1802 G. Monracu 


[f. prec. + 


[as ifad. L. *fireste- 
“Good luck’. 


[f. fauter, for Favror + 


fs 
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Ornith. Dict., Fauvette (Syloia hortensis, Bechstein). 1839 
Macaituvray fist. Brit. Birds 11. 345 Sylvia Hortensis, 
the Garden Warbler. . Fauvette..Garden Fauvet. 

|| Faux (foks). vare. [Assumed nom. sing. to 
L. fauces ; the sing. has classical authority only in 
the ablative.] = Iaucms in various senses. 

1828 Kirpy & Sp. Zxtorol. I. 293 The sweet fluid which 
many of them (plants belonging to Dionza, Drosera, &c.) 
secrete near the faux, 1856 Henstow Dict. Bot. Terms, 
faux (the gorge), the throat, 

Fauxety, -ity, obs. forms of Fausiry. 

Fauxonry, var. of Fausonry. Ods., fraud. 

|| Faux pas (fo,pa). [Fr. fax false + fas step.] 
A false step, fg.; a slip, a trip; an act which 
compromises one’s reputation, esp. a woman’s lapse 
from virtue. Cf. “alse step in FALSE a. 6. 

1676 Wycuertey P7, Dealer v. i, Before this faux pas, 
this trip of mine, the world could not talk of me. 1762 
Foorr Lyar 1. Wks. 1799 I. 288 A firework, . well designed ? 
Sir F Superb. ¥. Wild. And happily executed? Sz ¥. 
Not a single faux pas. 1763 Srvzt. Mag. IV. 350 Terre 
Filius .. taxes them with any faux-pas, or irregularities 
they may have committed. 1823 Byron Yuan xiv. |x, 
Foreigners don’t know that a fazx fas In England ranks 
quite on a different list. 1840 Barnam Jugol. Leg., Acc. 
New Play, His Lordship..Conceiv'd that his daughter had 
made a faux fas. 

|| Faux-prude. Ods. [Fr.; fawx FALSE and 
prude Pruve.] A man who simulates prudishness. 

1676 EvHerepcE Alan of Mode wv. i. Wks. (1888) 323 In 
Paris the mode is to flatter the prude, laugh at the faux- 
prude. f 

+ Fava'ginous, ¢. Obs. Also 7 faviginous. 
[f. L. favs honeycomb; perh. on false analogy 
of farraginous, or of L. fabaginus, oleaginus.| 
Formed like or resembling a honeycomb in ap- 
pearance; cellular. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus II. 515 A like ordina- 
tion there is in the favaginous Sockets..of the noble flower 
of the sunne. 1686 PLor Staffordsh. 201 A third [mem- 
brane] .. faviginous like a hony-comb or tripe, without. 
1692-1708 Cotes, Mavaginous. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

+ Fa‘vel, a. and sé. Ods. Forms: 4 fauvel, 
fawvelle, 5 favel(lje, (favyll), 6 favell, 4-6 
favel. [a. OF. fauvel, f. fauve fallow-coloured, 
a. Teut. *falwo- : see FALLOW a.! 

The OF. word had all the uses found in Eng., so that 
there is no ground for treating sense 3 of the sb. as a dis- 
tinct word, though it is possible that it may have been 
associated by some ME. writers with OF. favele idle talk, 
cajolery :—L. /abella, dim. of fabula Faste. The phrase 
‘to curry Favel’, OF. estriller, torcher Fanvel, comes from 
the Roman de Fauvel (1310), the hero of which is a counter- 
part of Reynard the Fox (see P. Paris, A7SS. 2762. du Rot 
I. 306); it has been adopted in Ger. as den fahlen hengst 
streichen. It is not clear whether before the date of this 
poem a ‘fallow’ horse was proverbial as the symbol of 
dishonesty ; the same notion is found in German, ‘to ride 
the fallow horse’ (dex fahlen hengst reiten—recorded from 
z5th c.) having the sense ‘to play an underhand game, act 
deceitfully ’.] 

A. adj. Of a horse: =Fattow a.! (The exact 
colour denoted by the adj. in early use is uncertain.) 

¢ 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymorn i. 33 There came rydynge 
a messager vpon a horse fauell. 

B. sé. 

1. As the proper name of a fallow-coloured horse. 

¢ 1325 Coer de L. 2320 Two stedes found the kyng 
Richard, That one hight Favel, that other Lyarde. c 1330 
R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 175 Sipen at Japhet was slayn 
fauuelle [printed fanuelle] his stede. ¢1375 Jlorte Arthur 
2766 One ffawuelle [frizted ffawnelle] of firyselande to 
fferaunt he rydys. ‘ 

2. The fallow horse proverbial as the type of 
fraud, cunning, or duplicity. Only in phrase Zo 
curry Favel; see CURRY v. 5 a. 

3. Hence used as a mere personification of cun- 
ning or duplicity. 

1362 Lancr. P. PZ, A, u. 6 Bobe Fals and Fauuel and 
al his hole Menye! 1406 Hoccreve La Male Regle 223 
O thow, fauele, of lesynges auctour, 14.. Ayug & Hermit 
157 in Hazl. Z. P. P. (1864) I. 19 Were I oute of my 
hermyte wede, Off my favyll I wold not dred. 1522 SKELTON 
Why not to Court 92 Favell is false forsworne. 1576 
R. Epvwarps Parad, D. Devices (1578) Liij, O favell false, 
thou traitor borne, what mischief more might thou devise ! 

|| Favella (favela). Bot. Pl. -2. [mod.L.; 
used by J. G. Agardh (Kongl. Vetensk. Acad. 
Handl. for 1836, p. 43); his description and 
drawing suggest that he intended favel/e to stand 
for ‘small beans’, in which case the word would 
be an incorrect dim. of L. fada bean, influenced by 


the F. form féve.] See quot. 1884. 

1857 [see next]. 1867 J. Hoce Microsc. u.i. 274 When such 
a fruit is wholly external.. it is called a favella. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex. Favella, a form of the conceptacular fruit of 
florideous Algze in which the spores are collected into 
spherical masses which lie on the outer surface of the frond. 

Favellidium (fevéli-diim). Sof. [f. (by 
J. G. Agardh 1842) FaveLLa+Gr. dim. ending 
-d.ov (improperly used, as no diminutive sense 
was intended.] See quots. 

[1842 Acarpu AZex 60 Sunt spore numerose in glomeru- 
lum arcte congeste, pericarpio hyalino. .circumdatz; has 
Favellidia appellavi.) _ 1857 BerKELY Cryptog. Bot. § 144. 
170 Thus by the evolution of one cell, a favella..is formed ; 
by the evolution of several detached but adjacent mother- 
cells. a compound favella or favellidium results. 1867 J. 
Hoce Microsc. u. i. 273 Such a fruit is called a favellidium 
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and occurs in Halymenia. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Mavellidinim 
(dim. of /aved/a), a form of the conceptacular part of a flori- 
deous Alga, in which the spores are collected into spherical 
masses, which lie entirely embedded in the substance of 
the frond, as in Halymenia; or project somewhat, as in 
Gigartina, 

Faveolate (fav7dleit), a. [f. mod.L. faveolus, 
dim. of favus honeycomb + -arr3. Cf. F. faveold.] 
Honeycombed, cellular. 

1866 in 7yeas, Bot. 1884 in Syd, Soc. Lex. 

Faverel (feverél), [var. of next.] A name 
of various plants, a. Anonion. b. Draba verna, 
whitlow-grass. ©. See quot. 

a. 1597 GerARDE /Yerbad App., Fauerell is Cefea. 1847- 
78 HaLiiweLt, Maverel, an onion. Linc. 

. 1770 Sir J. Hite Herb. Brit. V1. 249 Draba verna. 
Whitlow Faverel. 1878-86 Brivten & Hottanp Plant-n., 
Faverel.. Draba verna. 

ec. 1884 Mitter Plavt-1., Haverell, an old name for 
Veronica Anagallis. 

+Fa'verole. Ods. [a. OF. faverolle (in Nor- 
mandy the broad bean, faba velgaris).| A name 
of various plants: see quots. 

ce 1265 Voc. Names Plants in Wr.-Wiilcker 555 Fadaria, 
fauerole. 1597 GrrarvDE /erbal App., Mauerole is water 
Dragons, 1878-86 Britten & Hotiann Plant-n., Faverole 
..Calla palustris L. 1884 Mitter Plant-n., Faverole, an 
old name for Avum Dracunculus. 

+ Favi‘ficous, a. Ods. [f. L. *favific-us (f. 
Jav-us honeycomb + -jicws making: sce -FIC) + 
-ous.] That makes combs. 

1668 Witkins Meal Char. u. v. § 2, 126 Maggots or 
Worms that are Favificous; or making of Combs, 1670 
Phil. Trans. V. 2066 They are probably the favificous and 
gregarious kind. , 

+ Faviform (fei-vifpmm), a. Obs. [f. L. fav-zs 
a honeycomb + -FORM.] Formed or shaped like 
a honeycomb, honeycombed; es. in Szrg. (see 
quot. 1753). 

1753 Cuampers Cyl. Suppl., Faviform, in surgery, a term 
used to express certain ulcers, which when pressed upon 
with the finger emit a sanies thro’ several small holes. 1775 
in As. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lea. 

Favillous (faviles), a. [f. L. favill-a hot 
ashes +-ous. Cf. OF. favzllewx.] Consisting of 
or resembling ashes. 

1650 Sir I’. Browne Psend. Lf. v. xxii, 231 The avolation 
of the light and favillous particles. 1775 in Asu. 

|| Favi'ssa. Pl. favisse. [L. favissx pl. 
underground cellars near the temples, used as 
store-houses.] (See quot.) 

1730-6 Battery (folio), Mavissa [with Antiquaries], a hole, 
pit, or vault under ground, wherin some rarity of great 
value was kept. 1893 Vatzou 19 Jan. LVI. 53/2 The favissze 
of temples, the vaults in which were buried. .‘ ex-votos’. 

Favonian (favownian), a. [ad. L. favonian-us, 
f. Favonius the west wind.] Of or pertaining to 
the west wind; hence, favourable, gentle, pro- 
pitious. 

1656-81 in Birount Glossogr. 1742 Younc N¢. Th. vi. 
686 Soft Spring, with breath Favonian. 1771 FLETCHER 
Checks Wks. 1795 Il. 267 The favonian breathings and 
sighs which attended his preaching and prayers. a@ 1821 
Keats in Life § Lett. (1848) II. 263 Softly tell her not to fear 
Such calm favonian burial! 1854 W. JoHNsoN Jozzca (1858) 
78 Thou Shoulds’t breathe upon that pallid brow Favonian 
airs of mirth and glee, : 

+ Favo'nious, a. Obs.—° [f. L. Havond-us the 
west wind+-ous.] Of or pertaining to the west 
wind. 1692-1732 in CoLEs. 

Favonius (favownids). poet. or Myth. f[a. L. 
Ffavonius the west wind, f. favere to favour.] The 
west wind, Zephyr. 

1549 Compl. Scot. vi. (1872) 61 The feyrd cardinal vynd is 
callit fauonius or occidental. 1634 HapBinGTon Castara 1, 


*(Arb.) 37 If to the torrid Zone her way she bend Her the 


coole breathing of Favonius lend. 1742 Younc NA Th. 
ii. 242 Favonius, breathe still softer, or be chid. 

Favose (favou's), a. Bot. and Path. [as if ad. 
L. *favos-us, f. favus honeycomb.] (See quots.) 

1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., /’avose, pitted, like the cells of 
ahoneycomb. 1866.in 7veas. Bot. 

Hence Favo'sely adv. (see quots.). 

1840 Paxton Bot, Dict., Favosely-scrobiculate, excavated 
in little pits or hollows, 1847 Craic, /avosely, in the 
manner of a honeycomb. 

Favosites (fevdsoi't7z). Geol. Also anglicized 
as fa‘vosite. [mod.L. (Lamarck) f. */avdsus : see 
prec.] A genus of fossil zoophytes, resembling a 
honeycomb in appearance. 

1832 in Wesster. 1845 Penny Cycl. Suppl. J. 566 
Favosites, a genus of fossil Zoophyta, common in the 
Silurian strata of Norway and Wales. 1846 Dana Zoofh. 
iv. § 62 (1848) 65 The Pocillopore, Favosites, and many 
Cyathophyllidz, a 

Favo:so-, combining form of Favoss, occas. 
prefixed to other adjs. to indicate a favose form. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Favoso-arcolate, divided into spaces 
resembling the cavities of honeycomb. /did., /avoso- 


. dehiscent, appearing honeycombed after dehiscence. 


Favour, favor ({é'vo1), sd. Also 4-6 favore, 
favoure, (5-6 fawoure, favowre, 6 favower, 
faveour), 5-6 favyr, faver, 6 favur, (5 fawer, 
fayver), 9 dial. favver. [MIE. favor, -our, a. 
OF. favor, -our (mod.F, faveur) = Pr, and Sp. 
Savor, It. favore:—L. favore-m, f. favére to regard 
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with goodwill, side with, show kindness to, pro- 
tect. As in other words with the same ending, the 
spelling with -oz is preferred in the British Isles, 
while in the U.S. -ov is more common.] 

1, Propitious or friendly regard, goodwill, es/. 
on the part of a superior or a multitude. Zo find 
JSavour in the eyes of (orig. a Hebraism) : to gain 
the goodwill of. Formerly also with @ and 
plural: A liking, preference. + Zo have a favour 
to: to have a liking or regard for. 

To curry favour: corruption of to curry Lavel; see 
Curry v. 5 b, and Fave sé, 2. 

a1340 Hamrote Psalter xxiv. 3 Pai doe wickidly, to get 
paim pe fauour. .of bis warld. c1380 Wycur Sed. Ws. ILL. 
434, & fals not pe gospel for favor of men. c1400 Desir. 
Troy 5419 The Mirmydouns his men, pat mekill ioy 
hade, And fayuer of pat fre, pen any folke ellis. 1526 
TrypaLe 1 Cor. xvi. 23 The favoure of the lorde Jesus 
Christ be with you all. 1535 CoverDALe /’s. xliiiliv]. 3 
Thou haddest a fauoure vnto them. [So in r611.] 1551 
Rosinson tr. AZore's Utop. 1. (Arb.) 56 An other woulde 
haue the fauoure of the Swychers wonne with money. 1584 
Powe. Léoya’s Cambria 94 To procure him the Kings 
Fauour. x60r Suaxs. 7wel, NV. 1. iv. 7 Is he inconstant 
sir, in his fauours, 161x Liste Zsther v. 8, I haue found 
fauour in the sight of the king. 164z Dk. Hamitton in 
H. Papers (Camden) 106 Your May .. of whose .. favour 
I have had so manie..testimonyes. 1700 DrypEN Theodore 
§ Honoriatg He..found no favour in his lady’s eyes. 1781 
Gispon Decl. §& F. I11. 247 Such assiduous zeal secured the 
favour of the saint.. 1807 CrasBe /ad/ of Fust.74 His favour 
was my bliss and pride. 1823 Scorr Quentin D, x, His 
young Life-guardsman, for whom he seemed to have taken 
a special favour. 1838 THirLwaALt Gyeece V. 309 The 
oration .. opens with a congratulation on the favour of 
heaven. 1866 G. Macponatp Ann. QO. Neighd. xiii. (1878) 
271 To create a favour toward each other. / ; 

b. Approving disposition towards a thing; in- 
clination to commend, sanction, or adopt. 

1827 Pottox Course T. 1x. 521 The first and highest place 
In Fancy’s favour. 1862 H. Marryatr Year zx Sweden 11. 
247 St. Brita’s onion found. .great favour in their sight. 1884 
tr, Lotze’s Metaph. 154 Those who looked with favour on 
his enterprise. 

e. Objectively. (Zo be, stand high, etc:) in a 
person’s favour: in his good graces. Also Zn, 
out of favour, to bring into favour, etc. 

1514 Barciay Cyt. §& Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) p. xliii, 
Thou mayst suspect and trowe Him more in favour and in 
conceipt then thou. 1526 Pilgr. Pexf. (W. de W. 1531) 7b, 
Familiar & great in fauour with prynces. 1548 [see Fatt vz. 
38]. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 293 The king of Navarre.. 
was out of the french kings favour. 1580 Barret Av. F 251 
To bring one in fauour with a man, zusinuare aliguem 
alteri, 1676 Lavy CuawortnH in Hist. AZSS. Comm. 12th 
Rep., App. v. 28 She is still highly in favour. 1688 Mrrce 
Fr, Dict. s.v. Bring, VN bring you again into his favour. 
17ot Dr For 7rue-born Eng.1 Fools out of Favour grudge 
at Knaves in Place. 1848 Macautay /fist. Eng. I. 447 
Rochester..stood high in the favour of the King. 1860 
Apter Fauriel’s Prov. Poetry ii. 21 The various kinds of 
Provencal poetry were not in equal favour among the Cas- 
tilians. 1876 J. H. Newman /7ist¢. S&. I. 1. iv. 216 As slaves, 
or as captives. .they were taken into favour by the dominant 
nation. : R 

+d. The object of favour; a favourite. Ods. 

1387 Trevisa //igden (Rolls) VI. 413 Elfleda favour of 
citezeynes [L. favor civium] and drede of enemyes. 1667 
Mirron P. Z. 111. 664 Man, His chief delight and favour. 

+e. The action of favouring; patronage of an 
object. Obs. rare". 

1692 Tempie “ss. Anc. §& Mod. Learn. in Misc. u. (ed. 3) 
65 The favour of learning was the humour. .of the age. 

2. Exceptional kindness; gracious or friendly 
action due to special goodwill, and in excess of 
what may be ordinarily looked for. + Zor favour : 
out of goodwill, freely. 

The envelope of a letter sent by hand occasionally bears 
the words ‘ By favour of Mr. ——’ (the friend who conveys 
the letter), 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. A. 967 Of be lombe I haue pe 
aquylde For a sy3t ber of bur3 gret fauor, c 1460 ForTESCcUE 
Abs. & Lim. Mon. vi, For the ffauour pat we do to the 
persones pat kepe ham, wich ffauoure pe Scottis do not, 
1sog Fisuer Mun. Sern. C’tess Richmond Wks. (1876) 299 
The good deserueth .. to haue fauoure shewed vnto them, 
1580 Barer Adv. F 251 For fauour, gvatiosé. 1769 Phil. 
Trans. LUX. 199 zote, A crocodile, which I lately saw by 
the favour of Mr. John Hunter. 1818 Scorr Hr. A/idd. 
xxxvili, I have a friend..who will..do me so much favour, 

b. An instance of this; something conceded, 
conferred, or done out of special grace or good- 
will; an act of exceptional kindness, as opposed 


to one of duty or justice. 

1590 SHAKS. Com. Evy.t.i.23 Doe me the fauour to dilate 
at full, What haue befalne of them. 1608-11 Br, Hatt J/edizt. 
§ Vows 11. § 23 So shal1..accept of small favours with great 
thankfulnes. 1667 ANNE WynpuAm A evtg's Concealne. (1681) 
56 A Gentleman. .desired the favour of him, that he would 
please to step forth. 1714 Fortescur-ALANp Pref. For- 
tescue’s Abs. & Lim, Mon. 39 He had extraordinary Favours 
shewn him from his Prince. 1780 Cowrer Yadle-t, 268 
Religion, richest favour of the skies. 1814 D, H. O’Brien 
Cafptiv. & Escape 13 We were allowed to mix with the 
officers.. asa great favour. 1864 Tennyson Zn. Ard, 284, 
I came to ask a favour of you. 1875 JowrTr Plazo (ed. 2) 
III. 309, I wish that you would do me the favour of con- 
sidering temperance first. Mires 

e. A complimentary term for : Communication, 
letter. (Now, at least in England, almost confined 
to commercial correspondence.) Also explicitly 


in + the favour of your letter. 
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c1645 Howe tt Left. 1. 1v. viii, Since I was beholden to 
you for your many Favours in Oxford I have not heard from 
you. 1679 Perys Let. to Dk. York g June, The .. excuse 
of my no earlier owning the favour of your Royal High- 
ness’s, by Captain Sanders. 1706 WaAtsuH in Pofe’s Lett. 
(1735) I. 56 At my return..I receiv’d the favour of your 
Letter, 1738 Frankiin Left. 13 Apr. Wks. 1887 I. 476, 
I have your favors of the 21st of March. 1751 T. SHARP in 
Lett, Lit. Men (Camden) 374 Last post Preise me the 
favour of yours of the 24 inst’, 1786 ‘T. Jerrerson Writ. 
(1859) II. 3 Your favor of June the 14th is come to hand. 
1816 Scott Let. to Terxy 12 Nov. in Lockhart, I have 
been shockingly negligent in acknowledging your repeated 
favours. 1865 Marsu in Longfellow's Life (1891) ILI. 56, 
I received your favor of April 8. 

d. Euphemistically. Formerly also 7he Jast 
favour (=F¥r. les dernires faveurs). 

1676 Wycuertey PZ, Dealer v. iii, She..granted you the 
last favour, (as they call it). 1695 Concreve Love for L. 
ut. xiv, You think it more dangerous to be seen in Con- 
versation with me, than to allow some other Men the last 
favour. 1824 Mepwin Convers. Byron (1832) 1.87 One who 
had bestowed her favours on many. 

3. Kind indulgence. 

a. Leave, permission, pardon, Chiefly in phrases, 
By, with (your, etc.) favour ; by the favour of. 
Also, Under favour: with all submission, subject 
to correction. Obs. or arch. 

1580 Barret Aly. ¥ 255 Sauing your displeasure. .or, with 
your fauour., 1588 Suaxs. Z. LZ, /. 111, 1. 68 By thy fauour.. 
I must sigh in thy face. 1590 SwinspuRNE 7 estamzents 287 
If the wife..depart from her husband, without his good 
fauour, 1611 B. Jonson Catadine 1, i, With fauour, ’twere 
no losse, if’t might be enquir’d What the Condition of these 
Armes would be. 1613 Suaks. /7ex. V/IT, 1. i. 168 Pray giue 
me fauour Sir. 1622 Catuis Slat. Sewers (1647) 21 Under 
the favor of these books. 1662 STILLINGFL. Ov7g. Sacr. 1. i. 
§ 20 (ed. 3) 21 By the favour of so learned a man, it seems 
probable. 1699 Bentitey Pal. 135 Under favour, I say it’s 
an Anapest. 1700 DrypDEN Cock § Hox, With your Favour, 
I will treat it here. 1750 G. Jerrreys in Duncombe’s Letters 
(1773) Il. 253 Under favour, poetical justice is so far from 
being ‘a chimera’, that [etc]. 1823 Scotr Quentin D. xv, 
Under favour, my Lord. .the youth must find another guide. 

+b. ‘Lenity, mildness, mitigation of punish- 
ment’ (J.); an instance of this, a lenient act. Ods. 

c1460 Fortescue Ads. & Lim, Mon.v, To shewrigoure ber as 
fauour awght to be shewid. c1475 Razf Coilzear go2 Now 
faindis to haue fauour with thy fleichingis. 1535 CoveRDALE 
Fosh. xi, 20 And no fauoure to be shewed vnto them. 1596 
Merch. V. Ww. i. 386 Prouided..that for this fauour He 
presently become a Christian. 1659 B. Harris Pavival's 
Ivon Age 136 Prisoners.. put to ransom, by a singular 
favour of the Prince of Orange. 1726 Swirt Gulliver vii, 
Icould not discover the Lenity and Favour of this Sentence. 
1780 Burke Sf. at Bristol Wks. 1842 I. 267 Who .. would 
construe. .doubtful appearances with the utmost favour. 

+e. An indulgence, privilege. Ods. 

1634 Documents agst. Prynne (Camden) 26 Hee should 
not have the favour to aunswere it in this Courte. 1639 tr. 
Du Bosq's Conipl. Woman A ijb, A favour reserved to few, 
to become witnesses of a vertue so extraordinary. 1646 
Sir E. Nicuovas in WV. Papers (Camden) 67 She is proffered 
the favour..of continuinge a tennant. 1659 PEArson Creed 
(1839) 310 Those. .had not the favour of a sepulchre. 1737 
Wuiston Josephus’ Hist. wv. v. § 3 At length..they had the 
favour to be slain, 

4. Partiality towards a litigant, competitor, etc: ; 
personal sympathies as interfering with justice. 
Challenge to the favour (Law); see CHALLENGE 0. 3. 

1393 Gower Conf, III, 179 The Sampnites to him brought 
A somme of gold and him besought ‘To don hem favour in 
the lawe. 1413 Lyne. Pilgr. Sowle 1. xxxii. (1859) 36 
Withoute fauour iuge the trouthe. 1482 Eng. Gilds (1870) 
318 Awe noe fawer more to one than to a nother. 1632 
Massincer Maid of Hon. v. ii, Not swayed or by favour or 
affection, @1677 Barrow Ser. Wks. 1716 II. 83 Favour 
..to their own habitual depravations of nature, 1839 
in Bouvier Law Dict. 447 Nor shall you [the Grand Jury] 
leave any one unpresented for fear, favour, affection. 

5. Aid, support, furtherance, whether proceeding 
from persons or things, Ods, exc. in phrases (now 
somewhat rare) by, under (the) favour of. 

c1400 Desty. Tray 1746 We haue..ffele fryndes and fauer 
out of fer londys. 1434 Misyn Alending of Life 128 Our 
gostely ee .. bat light in it-self as it is..may not se, 
& 3itt it felys it pat it is bere, qwhils it haldis with it 
favyr & heet of batt light vnknawen. 1523 Firzners. 
Hus. § 66 At winter he [the calfe] wyll be bygge ynoughe 
to saue hym selfe amonge other beastes, with a lyttell 
fauoure. 1580 Barer Adv. F 249 He hopeth that by the 
fauour of some man, he may be holpen in this crime. 
1633 ‘I’. Starrorp Pac. Hib. ix, (1821) 116 The Armie .. in 
attempting the Castle, without the favour of the Cannon, 
must have endured great losse. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s 
Trav. 10 By the favor of daylight we perceived a great 
many sails. 1699 Dampier Voy. I1. 11. 46 Under favour of 
this Supposition, the Privateers marched through the 
Streets. 1726 Suetvocke Voy. round World (1757) 319 By 
the favour of thick weather, and a hard gale of wind, they 
got clear. c1850 ae Nts. (Rtldg.) 626 By favour of six 
good rowers..wearrived at my country house, 1854 J. S.C. 
Assorr Vafoleon (1855) II. xxix. 537 He begged permission, 
under favor of the night, to surprise the Bellerophon. 

6. In favour of (=Fr. ex faveur de). Used as 
a prep. in various senses. a. In defence or sup- 
port of; on behalf of; on the side of. Zo be in 
favour of: to be on the side of, to be disposed to 
support or advocate. 

1556 Aurelio & [sab. (1608) I, Hoo well have you spoken 
in the favoure of the wemen. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto's 
Trav, x\viii. 185 They..resolved to write a letter in favour 
of us to the old Queen, 1782 PriestLtey Corrupt. Chr. I. 
1. 97 Thirty six of the bishops present were in favour of it. 











FAVOUR. 


1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. II. 155 He attempted to interest 
in his favour those Roman Catholics. 


b. To the advantage of. (Rarely, +7 favour 
to.) Also Comm. with reference to a bill, etc.: 


So as to be payable to. 

1556 Aurelio § Isab. (1608) G vij, Them that in their owne 
favour hathe approuved and made the lawes, 1640-1 
Kirkcudbr, War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 86 Ane act, 
allegit purchasit in his favores be Mr. John Diksone. 1654 
tr, Scudery’s Curia Pol. 13 When such an accident hap- 
peneth, it is usually in favour to those extraordinary persons 
in whom [etc.]. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23/2 Bollakey 
Doss drew a draught on Benares in favor of Lord Clive. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI. 58 Trusts, in favour of his 
wife and children. 1852 Sir H. Douctas A/ilit. Bridges 
(ed. 3) 377 There remains a balance of strength in favour of 
the bridge. ; 

+e. In consideration of, for the sake of. Ods. 

1608 CAMDEN Rev. (1637) 46 One Regilianus .. got the 

Empire there, onely in favour of his name. 


d. Out of a preference for. 


1893 Law Times XCV. 109/2 Builders. .have refused land 
in Middlesex in favour of land in a non-register county. 


7. (concr. of 1.) Something given as a mark of 
favour; esp. a gift such as a knot of ribbons, a 
glove, etc., given to a lover, or in medizval 
chivalry by a lady to her knight, to be worn con- 


spicuously as a token of affection. 

1388 Suaxs. LZ. L. L, v. ii. 130 Hold, Rosaline, this 
favour thou shalt wear. 1592 GREENE Grvoat’sw, Wit 
(1617) 14 She..returned him a silke Riband for a fauour, 
tyed with a Truelouers knot. 1594 Martowre & NasHE 
Dido 1m. Wks. (Rtldg.) 261/2 Favours of more sovereign 
worth Than Thetis hangs about Apollos neck, 1712 Sfec- 
tator No. 436 ® 6 That custom of wearing a mistress’s 
favour on such occasions [fencing contests] of old. 1842 
Brownine My last Duchess, My favour at her breast. 1864 
Kirk Chas. Bold I, 1. iii. 508 A time when he should... 
wear her favors in the tilting-field. 

b. A ribbon, cockade, or the like, worn at a 
ceremony,e.g. a bride’s, coronation, wedding favour, 
in evidence of goodwill; also, a similar decoration 


worn as a party-badge. 

1599 Suaks. Hen. V, 1v. vii. 160 Here Fluellen, weare 
thou this fauour for me, and sticke it in thy Cappe. 1667 
Perrys Diary 20 Feb., Observing Sir W. Pen’s carrying 
a favour to Sir W. Coventry, for his daughter’s wedding. 
a1693 Urqunart Radelais 11. xxx, I will send you. .the 
Bride’s Favour. 1702 Lurrreitt Brief Kel. (1857) V. 166 
The motto of the coronation favours was, God has sent our 
hearts content. 1741 H. WatroLte Corr. (ed. 3) L. ix. 27 
The city shops are full of favours. 1771 SMoLLEtr //xmph. 
CZ. (1815) 254 A bride’s favour... he now wore in his cap. 
1825 C. M. Westmacotr Zxg. Spy I. 34 Choice of jackets, 
hats, and favors. 1859 JerHson Brittany xi. 183 He wears in 
his button-hole a favour of blue, green, and white ribbons. 

8. That which conciliates affection or goodwill ; 
attractiveness, comeliness, beauty; an attraction, 
charm. Ods. exc. arch. 

e1300 KK, Adis, 2844 An harpour..made a lay of gret 
favour. 13.. £. #. Addit. P. A. 428 Bot ho hir passed in 
sum favour. ¢ 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 126 A woman.. 
With fauour in here face far passynge my reson. 1513 
Douctas 4ineis xu. vii. 25 Wyth quhais [Japis’] favour 
vmquhile strangly caucht, ‘This God Appollo glaidly has 
hym taucht. c1585 aire Emi 1. 228 Not very fair, but 
richly deck'd with favour ; A sweet face. + a1g9z2 GREENE 
& Lovcr Looking Glasse (1861) 124 Now ope, ye folds, 
where queen of favour sits. 16x11 Biste /cclus. x1. 22 Thine 
eye desireth fauour and beautie. 1630 2. Johnson's Kingd. 
§ Comm. 9t The general contentment, which our English 
women afford, without sophisticate and adulterate favours. 
1847 Hexrs /7ends in C, (1854) I. 116 It takes away much 
of the fayour of life. 

9. Appearance, aspect, look. Now avch. or dial. 

c¢ 1450 Henryson Aor. Lab. 34 The fauour of thy face. .is 
foule and disfigurate. a@1g29 SKELTON Poems agst. Gar- 
nesche g The favyr of your face Is voyd of all grace. 1551 
Rosiyson tr. Afove’s Utop. 1. (Arb.) 29 A man .. whome, by 
his fauoure and apparell .. I iudged to bee a mariner. 1595 
Suas. Yohn y. iv. 50, 1 do loue the fauour..Of this most 
faire occasion, 1650 FuLLER Pisgah 1. viii. 23 Palestine.. 
tricked and trimmed with many new Cities, had the favour 
thereof quite altered. 1657 W. Ranp tr. Gassendi’s Life of 
LPeiresk 1, A 8a, It was your pleasure also to learn the favour 
of his Countenance from his Picture. 1863 Mrs, C. CLARKE 
Shaks, Char, viii. 197 He is the ‘ counterfeit presentment ’ 
of his sister in external favour. 

b. The countenance, face. arch. 

1525 Lp, Berners Joss. IL. ecxlvii. [cexliti.] 759 He was 
lyke kynge Richarde in fauoure. 1581 C. T. in Farr. S. P. 
Leliz, (1845) 11. 396 My fauour is harde, My body croukte. 
1603 Kno.ties //ist, Turks (1621) 861 Courrours were sent 
out..with certain notes also of the favour of the man. 1676 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1126/4 He is of low stature, and thin favor, 
1691 Ray Creation 11. (1704) 439 By their virtuous behaviour 
compensate the hardness of their Favour. 1822 B. Corn- 
WALL Poems, Love cured by kindness, 1 .. know Whence 
comes this noble favour. 1875 Tennyson Q. Mary v. ii, 
What makes thy favour like the bloodless head Fall’n on 
the block? 

+e. A feature. Ods. 

1596 Suaks. 1 //en, JV, ut, ii. 136, I will.. staine my 
fauours in a bloody Maske. 1598 Drayton Heroic. Ef. iii. 23 
In thy Face, one Favour from the rest I singled forth. 1655 
Diccrs Compl. Ambass. 343 The Gentleman .. is void of 
any good favour, besides the blemish of the small pocks. 

d. Family likeness. Cf. Favour v. 8. dial. 

Mod. dial. (Staffordshire), I knew her by favour, as soon 
as I saw her. 


10. Comb. + favour-currier = CURRY-FAVOUR ; 
favour-currying Zf/. a,; see CURRY v.; + favour- 
ribbon, a ribbon worn as a loye-token. 


FAVOUR. 


1831 T, L. Peacock in Axaminer 14 Aug., Long floods of 
favour-currying gabble. 1855 KincsLtry /Vestw. Ho! (1889) 
13/2 They train the lads up eaves-droppers and favour- 
curriers, 1762-71 H. Wareote Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. 
(1786) II, 291 Drinking, and dipping their favour-ribbands 
in the wine. 

Favour, favor (féiyo1), v. Forms; 4 favore, 
favure, 4-6 faver, 4-7 favoure, (5 favoryn, 
favir, Sc. fawowr), 9 dza/. favver, 5- favour, 
favor. [a. OF. favorer, med.L. favorare, f. favor- 
em: see FAVOUR sd.] 

1. trans. To regard with favour, look kindly 
upon ; to be inclined to, have a liking or preference 
for ; to approve. 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 740 Whi fauure 3e..falce godus? 
¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 13950 When Vlixes..persayuit, pat he 
to Circes was son,.He fauort hym more faithly. 1535 
CovERDALE 2 AZacc. xiv. 24 He loued Iudas euer with his 
hert, and fauoured him. 1580 Barer Adv. F 251 Not 
fauouring learning, not minding, auersus a Musis, 1626 
Bacon Sylva v. § 495 Men fauour Wonders. 1662 STiL- 
LINGFL, Ovig. Sacr. 1. iv. § 4 Josephus seems to favour the 
division of the City into three parts. 1780 Harris P/zlod. 
Eng. Wks. (1841) 485 The doctrines they most favoured. 
1793 Burxe Conduct of Minority Wks. 1842 1. 620 Vhat 
party which Mr. Fox inclined most to favour. 1841 LANE 
Arab, Nis. J. 113 God favour and preserve him. 1873 
Burton /Zist, Scot. V. 1x. 285 It was one of the difficulties 
in the case to find what religion he favoured. 

2. To show favour to; to treat kindly; to 
countenance, encourage, patronize; {to indulge 
(oneself, a feeling). 

1362 Lanci. P, Pl. A. mt. 8z Rynges with Rubyes be 
Regratour to fauere. c 1380 Wycur Sel. Wks, III. 489 
Faveriden hem in pese open errouris., ¢1475 Rauf 
Cotl3ear 903 Now haue I ferlie, gif I fauour the ocht. 
a 1533 Lv. Brerners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Kj b, YE 
she be good, he ought to fauer her, that she may be the 
better. 1549 CoverpaLe Lrasm. Par. Rom. vii. 7 This 
wyse therfore fauoryng my selfe, I was in manner ignoraunt. 
1553 IT. Witson (fet. (1580) 78 Man onely..ceaseth not to 
favour his sorowe. 1568 Grarton Chron. II. 22 William 
..favoured them by giftes and easy lawes. 1611 Bisie Ps. 
cli. 13 The time to fauour her. .is come. 1655 Sir E, NicHoLas 
in V. Papers (Camden) IT. 193, I beseech you. .fauor me soe 
much asto hint unto his Maty my misfortune. 1736 BuTLER 
Anal. u. vi, If there be a strong bias within..to favour the 
deceit. 1806 Wed. Frnl. XV.112 If he will ‘favor me’, by 
perusing my last communication. 1857 WHEWELL //7s/. 
Induct. Sc. 1. 210 The former [John the Grammarian] was 
favoured by Amrou, the conqueror of Egypt. 1870 Max 
Mier Se. Relig. (1873) 38 No religion .. would have 
favoured the idea. 

+b. To indulge with permission (to do some- 
thing). Obs. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 5101 A fole to be fauoret folili to speke. 
1605 Play Stucley in Simpson Sch. Shaks. (1878) 1. 160 What 
her bashfulness Conceals from you, favour me to disclose. 

e. To indulge or oblige (a person) w7¢ some- 
thing. 7 am favoured with: often used as a 


courteous form of acknowledgement. 

c1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. i. 4 Fortune. .fauored[e] me 
wib ly3te goodes. 1655-60 Srantey //zst. Philos. (1701) 
14/2 ‘(he manner of his death gave Laertius occasion to 
favour him with this Epigram. 1717 Woprow Corr. (1843) 
IL. 308, I am favoured with yours of the 10th August. 
1793 L. Twinine in Country Clergy. 18th C. (1882) 185 
A lady..was asked to ‘favour us withasong’, 1829 Lyrron 
Devereux u. v, Fielding twice favoured me with visits. 
1832 Hr. Martineau Life in Wilds iv. 48 Agriculture has 
.. been favoured with many privileges, 1842 A. Compe 
Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) p. xxiv, Having .. been early 
favoured with a copy of the original work, 

+3. zztr. To show favour Zo, ato. Obs. 

1393 Gower Conf. II, 77 She to nouther part favoureth, 
1548 Hatv Chron. 98 b, All those that have..favoured unto 
his said uncle of Winchester, : 

A. trans. To treat with partiality. Also, to side 
with, take the part of. 

c1380 Will. Palerne 1171 Heizh king of heuene for pi 
holy name, ne fauore nou3t so my [fo]. ¢ 1425 WyNroun 
Cron. vii. xxviii, He fawowryd pe Part, pat langyd Schyr 
Alysawndyr Mowbray. @ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold, Bk. J. 
Aurel, (1546) B iij b, I shall haue many wylle fauoure me 
in the same. 1580 Barrr Ady. F 251 He fauoured Cate- 
line. 1635 N. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz. Introd., Margaret 
of Alencon..favoured the Protestan’s Religion. a@ 1680 
Butter Rem. (1759) 1. 23 Uncertain which o’ th’ two to 
favour. 1734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. Hist. (1827) 1. 170 Antigonus 
suspecting ., that he favoured Cassander. Alod. ‘The 
examiner was accused of having favoured his own pupils, 

bb. Comm. In market reports of a commodity: 
To be at prices favourable to (buyers, sellers). 

1890 Daily News 8 Jan. 2/6 Oats fayour buyers. 

5. To aid, support ; to show oneself propitious to. 

1595 T. Maynarve Drake's Voy. (Hakluyt Soc.) 23 God 
favoringe me, they [the Spanish ships] would have bin mine. 
1601 Marston Pasguil & Kath,1.258 Fortune fauours fooles. 
1783 Watson Philip II/, 1. (1839) 65 They were secretly 
favoured by Henry 1V. 1793 Burke Cor7. (1844) IV. 143 
If Providence should. .favour the allied arms. 1885 J7anc/. 
Exant. 21 May 6/1 The willingness of the House. .to favour 
its progress. 

absol. 1393 Gower Conf, III. 213 Wel the more god 
favoureth, Whan he the comun right socoureth. 1435 
Misyn Live of Love u. ii, Criste favirand. 1563 B. GoocE 
Eglogs (Arb.) 99 Fortune fauoures not and al thynges 
backward go. 1697 Drypen Eneid 1. 522 A Name, While 
Fortune favour’d, not unknown to Fame. 1878 BrowninG 
La Saisiaz 27 Had but fortune favored. 

b. Of a circumstance, fact, etc.: To lend con- 


firmation or support to (a belief, doctrine, rarely, 
a person) ; to point in the direction of. 
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1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W.1531) 210 The sentence also 
of the prophete Osee fauoureth moche (as me semeth) that 
it sholde be so, 1655 Futter Ch. H7s¢, 1. iv. § 9 This rela- 
tion is favoured by the name of Litchfield. 1659 Hammonp 
Ox Ps, xxvii. 12 The sense favours them there. 1710 
STEELE Tatler No. 209 ? 1 Every Circumstance ..fayoured 
this Suspicion, 1772 Funius Lett. \xviii. 337 His opinion 

. appears to favour you. 1808 Jed. Frul. XIX. 105 
Seems to favour the opinion of Mr. Pott. 1884 Lp. Set- 
BORNE in Law Times’ Kep.19 Apr. 229/2 Those cases which 
favour the doctrine. 1887 C. C. Asnotr Waste-Land Wand. 
ii, 22 Every indication favored rain, 

6. Of circumstances, weather, etc.: To prove 
advantageous to (a person); to be the means of 
promoting (an operation or process) ; to facilitate. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert Trav. 12 That night not favouring 
us, we cast anchor. 1699 Dampier Voy. 11. 1. 29 The Wind 
favours them, 1709 Appison 7atler No. 97 P 2 The Silence 
and Solitude of the Place very much favoured his Medita- 
tions, 1710 — IWWhig Exam. No. 4 No one Place about it 
weaker than another, to favour an Enemy in his Approaches. 
1786 W. THomson PAilip II, v.(4793) I. 115 The darkness 
of the night favoured the enterprise. 1833 LyeLt Princ. Geol. 
III. 210 The argillaceous stratum ..by its yielding nature, 
favoured the waste and undermining of the.. limestone. 1862 
Anstep & Laruam Channel Isl. ut. xvi. (ed. 2) 379 They had 
been favoured by the wind. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. i. 
(ed. 5) ro The unity of the Empire. .had favoured the spread 
of Christianity. 

absol. ax440 Found. St. Barthol. 44 Marchauntys of 
fflaundrys..faueryng the see, purposid to Lundone. 

7. To deal gently with ; to avoid overtasking (a 
limb) ; to ease, save, spare. Now codlog. (esp. in 
stable parlance) and dad. 

1826 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 263 Fauour thy body. 
1589 R. Harvey PZ. Perc. (1590) 16 A Preacher..must haue 
his reader at his elbow, to fauor his voice. 1627 MarkHAM 
Caval. 1. 42 When a horse doth stand but firme vpon.. 
three feete.. fauoring the other. 1667 Prrys Diary (1877) 
V. 36: Walking in the dark, in the garden, to favour my 
eyes. 1711 Bupcett Sect. No. 150 P12 A thread-bare 
loose Coat..which .. he wore to keep himself warm, and 
not to favour his under Suit. @1745 Swirr (Worc.), He [a 
painter] has favoured her squint admirably. 1792 OsBaLp1- 
stone Lit, Sportsman 228/2 He will set his foot on the 
ground warily, and endeavour to favor it. 1840 DickENs 
Old C. Shop i, Vhis habit..favours my infirmity. 1837 C. M. 
GooprincE Voy. S. Seas (1843) 55 This [oil-can] .. favoured 
our other cooking apparatus. 1884 Upto Gloss., ‘He 
seen)s to favour the off foreleg.” ~~ 

8. To resemble in face or features; rarely, to 
resemble generally, have the look of. Now collog. 

1609 B. Jonson Case zs Altered mt. ili, This young lord 
Chamont Favours my mother. 1690 W. WALKER /dzomat. 
Anglo-Lat, 176 He fayours you in the face. 1712 STEELE 
Spectator No. 398 P 1 The Gentleman favoured his Master. 
1824 L. Murray Eng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 431 ‘The manager, 
in countenance, favoured his friend’. It should have been, 
‘resembled his friend’. 1866 S, Laycock in Harland Lance. 
Lyrics 191 'Vha favvers thi dad! 1867 WaucH Dulesgate 
1g ‘Conto make ’em eawt?’ ‘ Nawe .. but they favour’n 
Todmorden chaps’. Cx 

Favourable, favorable (féi:vorab'l), a. 
[ad, F. favorable, ad. L. favorabilis, f. favor: see 
Favour and -ABLE,] 

+1. Winning favour; hence, pleasing, agreeable, 
beautiful, comely. Ods. 

In some examples the word may owe its shade of mean- 
ing to Favour sé. 8 ‘beauty’, or 9 ‘appearance, counten- 
ance’; cf. Acrsonadble, 

1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. x1x. lv. (1495) 896 Hony is 
full fauourable and lykynge to the taste and to ete, ¢1430 
Lypc. Chorle §& Byrde (Roxb.) 12 Hit maketh men.. 
fauorable in euery mannes sight. @1529 SKELTON Axc. 
Acquaintance 8 Of all your feturs fauorable to make tru 
discripcion. 1590 Spenser Meztopotmos 20 Of all the 
race .. Was none more favourable, nor more fair, Than 
Clarion. 

+b. Admissible, allowable. Ods. 

1666 BoyLe Orig. Formes §& Qual. (1667) 31 Bodies may 
be said, in a very favourable sense, to have those Qualities 
we call Sensible. : 

2. That regards with favour (a person, project, 
opinion, etc.) ; inclined to countenance or help; 


well-disposed, propitious. Const. 20, w7zo, | of. 

1340 Hamrore Px. Consc. 1344 Til bam be world es favor- 
abel. 1374 Cuaucer Axel. § Arc. 15 Be favorable eek, 
thou Polymia, 1441 Plusmpton Corr. p. ix, Such as were 
favorable of their said malicious purpose. 1494 FasyaAn 
Chron. 1. xvii, Y° goddes were to hym so fauourable, that 
he slewe moche of the people of his brother and compellyd 
hym to fle. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Offices 34 b, 
Bee fauourable to thy people. 31596 Suaks. Tanz. Shr. iv. 
v. 40 Happier the man whom fauorable stars A lots thee for 
his louely bedfellow. 165: Hosses Leviéath, 11. xxxili. 204 
They would surely have made them more favorable to their 
power. 1667 Mitton P. Z. v. 507 O favourable spirit.. 
Well hast thou taught the way that might direct Our know- 
ledge. 1749 Berxetry Word to Wise Wks. III. 451 It is 
to be hoped this Address may find a favourable reception. 
1827 O. W. Roserts Centr, Amer. 37 The Indians. .are 
particularly favourable to the English. 1871 Freeman 
Norm. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 123 King Swegen was 
lending a favourable ear to their prayers. 

+b. Gracious (said of a superior); kindly, 

obliging. Ods. exc. arch. 

1goz ArnoLtpe Chron. 159 Unto the most holyest and 
fauorablist Prince in erthe, 1530 Hen. VIII in Ellis O77g. 
Lett, 1. 106. Il. 17 To haye the favorable and lovyng assist- 
ance ofthe noble men. 1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. [V,1v.v. 2 Vnlesse 
some dull and fauourable hand Will whisper Musicke to my 
wearie Spirit. 1642 I. Basire in Zvelyn’s Men. (1857) 11. 
3 To give you thanks for your favourable communication. 
@ 1822 Suettey Homer's Hymn to Moon 25 Hail Queen, 
great Moon.. Fair-haired and favourable [Gr. mpo¢por.] 





FAVOURABLY. 


+e. Ofa reader or hearer: Disposed to interpret 
generously. Ods. 

161x Speep Hist, Gt. Brit. 1x. xii. (1632) 696 Polydor 
Virgil must haue a warie and fauourable Reader. 1655-60 
Srantey Hist, Philos. (1701) 65/2 Herein Damachus had 
need of favourable hearers. 


+ 3. Showing undue favour, partial. Const. Zo. 

¢1384 CHaucer 1. Mame in. 389 One said that Omer 
made lies.. And was to the Greekes favourable. 1393 GowER 
Conf. III, 225 Thus was the steward favourable, That he 
the trouthe plein ne tolde. c1460 Fortescur Ads. §& Lin. 
Jon, xv, And to make hem also ffauorable and parcial. 

4. Of an opinion, report, etc. : That is in fayour 
of, approving, commendatory. 

1655 Furver Ch. /7ist, ut. iv. § 23 The favourablest ex- 
pression of him falls from the pen of Roger Hoveden. 1712 
Steere Sect. No. 268 p 8 If you would be so far my 
Friend as to make a favourable Mention of me in one of 
your Papers. 1725 De For Voy. xound World (1840) 253 
Giving a favourable account of the place. 1781 Cowrrr 
Conversation 764 That great defect would cost him..Men’s 
favourable judgment. 1833 Lams ZZia (1860) 247 ‘Vo insti- 
tute. .fayourable comparisons, 1879 Cassell’s Techn, Educ. 
I. 335 Most favourable reports of the arm. 

+ b. Tending to palliate or extenuate. Ods. 

1697 DrypEN Fuvenal viii. 350 Since none can have the 
favourable Thought That to Obey a Tyrant’s Will they 
Fought. 1772 Funius Lett. \xviii. 336 Favourable circum- 
stances, alleged before the judge, may justify a doubt 
whether the prisoner be guilty or not. 

5. Of an answer, etc.: That concedes what is 
desired. Of appearances; Boding well, hopeful, 
promising. 

1734 M. Puruirs in Szwzf’'s Lett, (1768) IV. 73 [His 
answer] was as favourable as I could well wish for. 1781 
Gipson Decl. §& FF, III. 61 The eunuch ..‘soon returned 
with a favourable oracle. 1828 Scotr 7, AZ. Perth xxi, 
I trust they have assumed a favourable aspect.~- 1875 W. S. 
Haywarp Love agst. World 77 How eagerly I hope for 
a favourable answer. 

6. Attended with advantage or convenience ; 
facilitating one’s purpose or wishes ; advantageous, 
helpful, suitable. Said esp. of the weather, etc. 

c1460 Fortescue Ads. §& Lim. Mon. xii, Thai haue not 
so much ffredome in thair owne godis, nor be entreted by so 
ffauerable lawes as we be. 1848 Hai Chron. 175b, ‘The 
Wynd [was] so favorable to the Erles purpose. 1555 EDEN 
Decades 245 The fauourable influence of the heauen and 
the planettes. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s [von Age 38 This 
was the first battle of this age, which proved favourable to 
the Hollanders. 1689 London Chanticleers xii. in Hazl: 
Dodsley X11. 350 Or a favourable spider drop into the 
cream, and drown himself, that he may poison them, a 1674 
Ciarenpon /Z/ist, Reb. (1703) II. viii. 364 A place very 
favourable for the making Levies of Men. 1745 BuTLer 
Serm. Wks. 1874 I1. 282 Incapacity and ignorance must be 
favourable to error and vice. 1774 Pennant Zour Scot. in 
1772, 325 Sail with a favourable breeze. 1850 M‘Cosu Div. 
Govt, Ul. ili. (874) 230 The cultivation of virtuous affections 
is favourable to the health. 1866 Crump Banking vii. 153 
The term ‘favourable’..state of the exchanges, 1877 Lapy 
Brassry Voy. Sunbeant ix. (1878) 146 Make the passage 
under fayourable circumstances. 


Favourableness (féi-vorab’lnes). [f. prec. 
+ -NESS.] The quality or state of being favour- 


able. +a. Kindliness, leniency (0ds.). b. Suit- 
ability. e. Eulogistic or approving character. 


a. 1545 Upaty Lvasm. Par. Luke xvi, He .. exhorted 
theim to a more larger fauourablenesse. 157% GoLpING 
Calvin on Ps, xl\vii. 5 The universall favorablenesse wher- 
with he embraceth all mankynd. 1625-8 Camden's List. 
Eliz, ut, (1688) 441 Her favourableness in taking Contribu- 
tions. 1656 Artif, Handson. 199 Yo the favorablenesse 
of your Lavs future censure..be pleased to add the favour 
of your pardon, 1727-31 in Bairry vol, II. 

b. 1775 Apair Amer, Ind, 457 The fayourableness of 
the soil. 1790 Price in Burke #7. Rev. 79, I mean the 
consideration of the favourableness of the present times to 
all exertions in the cause of liberty. 1820 Scorrssy Ace. 
Arctic Reg. 11. 25x The speedy capture of a whale depends 
on..the favourableness of situation and weather. 

ce. 1832 Hr. Martineau Homes Abvoad iv. 51 The 
favourableness of their report. 

Favourably, favorably (féi-vorabli), adv. 
[f. as prec. +-ny %.] In a favourable manner. 


1. With favour or kindness; graciously, indul- 
gently. 

1388 Wyciir Prol. xi, We moun fauorably excuse hire 
[Judith] fro deedly synne in this doinge. c 1425 WyntTouN 
Cron. vi. viii. 25 He..tretyd pe Scottis favorably. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vu. 314 He had fauourably harde his 
proctours. x09 Fisner Mun. Serm. Ctess Richmond 
Wks. (1876) 298 Why lokest thou fauourably vpon them 
that despyse the? 1611 Biste Wisd. vi. 16 She. .sheweth 
herselfe fauourably vnto them in the wayes. 1665 Boye 
Occas. Refi. Introd. Pref. (1845) 25, The Thoughts, which 
have been the favourabliest entertain’d by the Readers of 
my other Books. 1729 Butter Servi. Wks. 1874 LI. 130 
Men .. judge too favourably..where themselves and their 
own interest are concerned. 1781 Gispon Decl. § /. LI. 98 
Hippo had been less favourably treated than the other cities 
of the province. 1883 A. Roserts O, 7. Revision il. 29 It 
has a claim to be fairly and even favourably considered. 

+b. With undue favour or partiality. Ods. 

1430-50 tr. Wigdex (Rolls) I. 339 Som men feynep and fauor- 
abliche seib bat Seynt Patryk clensed pat lond of.. ven- 
emous bestes. 1609 Skene Reg. Maz., Stat. Robert 111 52 
Inquisitions taken favorablie, and be ignorant persons, 

2. In favourable terms, or with a favourable 
result ; to the credit or advantage of a person or 
thing. 

16s Sir E. Nicuotas in MV. Papers (Camden) II. 239, 
I doe not wonder they write favourably of their Protectors 


FAVOURED. 


affaires. 1783 Hates Antig. Chr. Ch. iv. 116 Epictetus 
had. .spoken favourably of the Christians. _ 1872 Raymonp 
Slatist. Alines §& Mining 17 Inyo was mentioned favorably 
in last year’s report. 1885 Manch. Exam. 6 Sept. 5/2 
Clemenceau’s decision and vigour. .contrast favourably with 
the timid and half-hearted utterances of M. Brisson. 

3. Comb, 

1854 H. H. Witson tr. Aég-veda Il. 158 Creator of the 
Maruts, favourably-minded towards us, grant us those bless- 
ings which are most dear to thee. 

Favoured (féi-void), A7. a1 
-ED l.] In senses of the vb. Often used for : 
Favoured by Nature, fortune, or Providence ; 
having unusual advantages or blessings. 

Treaties often contain a clause providing that each of the 
contracting powers shall allow to the other all the advan- 
tage, with regard to customs duties, permission to trade, 
etc., that are granted to ‘the most favoured nation’. 

1725 Pore Odyss. vu. 273 Oft with some favour’d traveller 
they stray. 1758 Smotierrt //7st. Eng.(1800) 11. 245 The same 
privileges that France granted to the most favoured nation. 
1805 W. SaunpeErs J/iv. Waters 112 One of those choice 
and favoured spots. 1805 Worpsw. IVaggoner iv. 29 ‘Vhe 
rude shepherd's favoured glance. 1848 MaAcautay //7s¢. 
Eng. 1. 416 There were more favoured districts, 1891 
Daily News 6 May 4/8 The favoured explanation of this 
action was [etc.]. 

mt ¢ 

Favoured (féi-vord), #2. 2.2 Also Sc. fa’ard, 
fa’rd, faurd. [f. Favour sd, +-Ep 2.] 

1. Having an appearance or features, etc. (see 
Favour sé. 9) of a specified kind, Only in para- 
synthetic combinations as dlack-, crab-, evil-, hara-, 
zll-, well-favoured, etc. : see these words. 

2. Having or provided with favours or rosettes 
(see Favour sé. 7b). Only in comd. 

1850 ‘Tennyson J AZem. Conclusion go Those white- 
favour’d horses wait. 

Favouredly ({éivaidli), adv. [f. Favourep 
phl. a.+-LX 2.) In comb., as evél-, z/-, or well- 
Suvouredly ; see these words. 

Favouredness (féivoidnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or state of having a specified 


[f. Favour v. + 





appearance or look. Only in ev7l-, z/l-, well- 
Javouredness : see these words, 
Favourer (fzivaro1). Also 6 Sc. favorar. 


[f. Favour v. +-ER1.] One who favours. 

1. One who countenances, encourages, or sides 
with another; a well-wisher, friend, or follower. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 124/1 A Fauerer, favtor. 1495 Act 11 
FHlen. VII, c. 64 Preamb., The same persones..were ad- 
herentis, assistencis, confederatis, favowrers. 1535 CovErR- 
DALE AZace. vii. 7 Let him be punished with all his frendes 
and fauourers, 1632 Lirucow 7vav. 111. 84 He was a great 
favourer of the French Nation. 1691 Lurtrect Brief Rel. 
(1857) II. 318 Being supposed a favourer of King James. 
174x RicHarvson Pamela 1V. 62 That modest Freedom.. 
which .. some of my Favourers attribute to me, 1876 
Lytton Pausanias 49 A favourer of the Persians. 

+b. Const. 40, towards. Obs. 

1547-64 Bautpwin Jor. Philos, (Palfr.) 56 They are not.. 
faithfull fathers, friends, and fauourers to their country, 
1586 R. Carvyte in Ellis Orig. Le/t. u. 225 III. 119 
A favorer towards the mayntenaunce of peace and amitie. 

+c. A patron; =FAuToR 2. 

1625 K. Lone tr. Barclay's Argenis u. xxi. 138 Go, Soul- 
diers, with the gods your favourers, and subdue those men. 
1741 Mippteton Cicero II. vii, 18 A particular favorer, 
and Patron of Ariobarzanes, 

2. One who supports or promotes a movement, 
opinion, project, etc. ; a furtherer, promoter. 

1542-5 Brinxrow Lament. (1874) 91 Those whiche saye 
they be the favorers of the Gospell. 1605 Bacon Adv. 
Learn, 1. vii. § 4 (1873) 53 Learned, or singular favourers 
and advancers of learning. 1662 H. More Philos. Writ. 
Pref. Gen. (1712) 23 They were no enemies to the opinion 
of the Soul’s Prae-existence, but rather favourers thereof. 
1703 J. Savace Lett. Antients clxx. 394 Whether Matters 
will be refer’d to any favourer of Peace. 1792 Map. 
D’Arsiay Diary V. vu. 304 The French Revolution, of 
which she is a favourer. 1875 TENNyson Q. Mary 1. v, 
They think me favourer of this marriage. 

+ Fa‘vouress. Os. rare. [f. Favour-ER + 
-ESS.] A female favourer. 

1616 HakewiLtt Answ. Dr. 
favouresse of the Protestant religion. 
gunneresse, a Favouresse. 

Favouring (fé'-varin, -v’rin), Af/. a. [f. Favour 
v.+-ING 2.] ‘That favours, in senses of the vb. 

1586 A. Day Lug. Secretary 1, (1625) 52 Your entirely 
favouring and carefull loviag friends. 1606 Suaxs. Ant. 
§ CZ. ww. viii. 23 Thy fauouring hand. 1633 T. James Voy. 
6 With the first fauouring winde, we proceeded. 1763 Sir 
W. Jones Caissa Poems (1777) 137 As favouring lots ordain. 
1807 Crabpe Libyvary 104 Here the poet meets his favour- 
ing muse. 1807 Worpsw. ’Aite Doe vit. 262 To Bolton’s 
sacred Pile On favouring nights, she loved to go, 1875 
Wuitney Life Lang. ii. 14 As fast as .. favoring circum- 
stances enable him to do so, 

Hence Fa‘vouringly adv., in a favouring manner. 

1829 Lytton Désozwzed 11. ii. (ed. 3) 21 The ancient servant, 
on whom four years had passed lightly and favouringly. 

+ Fa‘vourish, v. Obs. vave—. [a. OF. favoriss- 
lengthened stem of favorir to FAvour.] trans. a. 
=Favourv. b. To bring into favour with. 

1490 Caxton “neydos xii. 45 The goddes in their des- 
tynacyes haue fauourisshed the well with Iuno, 

Hence + Fa‘vourished ///. a., favoured. 

1556 Aurelio & Isab. F v, Youre colouers that you gaue to 
yowre favorishede [A7/nted fauoirshede] knightes. 


Cariey 184 A principal 
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Favourite, favorite ({évorit), sd. and a. 
Also 6 favorit, 7 faforeite, favoret. [a OF. 
favorit (Cotgr.), var. of favorit, pa. pple. of favorir 
to favour; =It., Sp., and Pg. favorito.] 
A, sé. 
1. A person or thing regarded with peculiar 
favour, one preferred above others. Const. of, wath. 
1583 Sranynurst 4ne7s 1. (Arb.) 18 This uno fearing, and 
old broyls bluddye recounting, Vsd by her Greeke fauorits. 
1667 Mitton 7”. ZL, 1x. 175 ‘his new Favorite Of Heav’n, 
this Man of Clay, 1769 Yunius Lett. viii. 38 There is 
another man, who is the favourite of his Country. 178 
T. Girperr Relief Poor 9 Some of these Parish Officers are 
too apt to gratify themselves and their Favourites. 1796 
Jane Austen Pride § Pref. (1885) 11. ix. 205 ‘Their cousin 
Jane.. was the general favourite. 1802 Worpsw. 70 the 
Daisy 80 Thou not in vain Art Nature’s favorite. 1838 
Lyvron Leva u. i, The king smiled slightly at the ardour 
of the favourite of his army. 1839 Loner. //yferton 11. vil, 
Of all operas, this was Flemming’s favorite. 1876 Moziry 
Univ. Sernivii. 155 Some persons are. . favourites of heaven. 
b. spec. in Racing, etc. The competitor or com- 
peting animal generally favoured or ‘fancied’, as 


being most likely to win, 

1813 Lxaminer 12 Apr. 240/1 By the 3d round, Carter 
became the favourite (as it is termed), 1857 G, Lawrence 
Guy. Liv. iv. 26 All the favourites were out of the race early. 
1860 O. W. Hoimes Zdsze J’. ii. 7 He was a student of mark 
—first favorite of his year, as they say of the Derby colts, 

2. One who stands unduly high in the favour of 
a prince, etc.; one chosen as an intimate by a 


superior. Const. ’f Zo. 

1599 Suaxs. Auch Ado 11. i. 9 Like fauourites, Made 
proud by Princes. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. Ww. i. 237 
A Favourite is a Court-diall, whereon all look whilest the 
King shines on him. 1660 'T. Forp Theatre of Wits 36 
The Duke of Suilli was a Favourite to Henry the 4th. 1671 
Mitton P. XR, 1v. 95 Committing to a wicked Favourite 
All publick cares. 1776 Gipson Dec. § /. I. xvii. 443 He 
bestowed on his favourites the palaces which he had built. 
1874 GREEN Short Hist. iv. § 5 The favourite [Piers Gaveston] 
was a fine soldier. 

3. A curl or lock of hair hanging loose upon the 
temple : worn in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, [Cf. F. favorts whiskers.] 

1690 Songs Costume (Percy Soc.) 189 Frelange, Fontagne, 
favorite. 1720 Gay “spousals 74 in Poems IL. 376 Sooner 
I would .. with immodest fav'rites shade my face. 1753 
Hocartu Anal. Beauty vi. 78 They [curls]. .ill deserved the 
name of ‘ favourites’. 

+4, =Favourer 1. Obs. 
as if f. Favour 5d, + -1TE. ] 

1585-7 I’. Rocers 39 A7t. Pref. (1607) 12 They have pre- 
vailed but too much already with their too credulous 
favourites. 1589 R. Harvey PZ Perc. 12 Neither the 
breeders nor fauorites of discord. 1891 Suaxs. 1 //ex. V/, 
Iv. i. 190 This factious bandying of their Fauourites. 

B. aaj. (Not regarded as an adj. by Johnson, 
who places quots. 1711 and 1725 under the sb.) 
Regarded with especial favour, liking, or prefer- 
ence; beloved, chosen, favoured above others. 


Favorite son: U.S. (see quot. 1888). 

17xx_ Apvpison Sfect. No. 262 P 9 Every particular 
Master in this Art [criticism] has his favourite Passages in 
an Author. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 402 So Fathers speak.. 
‘Their sage experience to the fav’rite child. 1747 Gray (7¢/e), 
Ode on the Death of a Favourite Cat. 1816 Byron Ch. Har. 
i. xxxix, When Fortune fled her spoiled and favorite child. 
1830 Fr. A. Kemaie Let, in Record of a Girlhood (1878) 1. 
iii. 106 Portia is my favouritest of all Shakespeare’s women. 
1870 E. Peacock Ralf Shirl, 52 Their favourite anecdotes 
had all been told. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. I. 1. 
Ixx. 552 A Favourite Son is a politician respected or ad- 
mired in his own State, but little regarded beyond it, 


Favouritism (féivoritiz’m). [f. prec. +-1sM. 
Cf. F. favoritisme.] 

1. A disposition to show, or the practice of show- 
ing, favour or partiality to an individual or class, 
to the neglect of others having equal or superior 


claims ; undue preference. 

1763 WiLkEs Corr. (1805) I. 82 The declared. .enemies of 
.. favouritism. 1796 Burke Cor7.1V. 409 We conduct war 
upon the principles of favouritism, 1814 D/’Israr.t 
Quarrels Auth, (1867) 261 Truth will always prevail over 
literary favouritism. 1880 Apyr in 19th Cent. No. 38. 695 
Young men were appointed by favouritism, or interest .. 
more than from any proved capacity or talent. 

2. The state or condition of being a favourite; 
favour. Also, of a race-horse: Relative position 


in public favour. 

1808 Consett Pol. Reg. XIV, 691 Faction and favouritism 
are the high roads to power, 1823 Byron Yuan x. v, We 
left our hero, Juan, in the d/oomz Of favouritism. 1853 
G. Jounston Nat. //ist, E, Bord. 1, 220 As the productive- 
ness of one sort declines, a newer starts into favouritism. 
1880 W. Day Racehorse in Training xvi. 158 She..would 
have had as good a right to favouritism for any race as Lady 
Elizabeth herself. 1893 West. Gaz. 8 June 5/2 Her 
[a mare’s] favouritism went back to the 10 to 1 mark. 

Fa'vouritize, v. vare. [f.as prec. +-1ZE.] intr. 
To practisé favouritism. Hence Fa-vouritizing 


pl. a. 

1861 Cornh. Mag. Feb. 222 A job-loving, favouritizing 
senior. 

+ Fa'vourize,zv. Olds. Also favo(u)rise. [ad. 
F. favoriser, f. faveur: see Favour sd. and -1z8.] 
=fFavour v. Hence Fa‘vourizing wd. sd. 

1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Vicholay's Vov. Turkie 1. xvii. 
19 b [They] aided and favorised all the enterprises of the 


[perh. apprehended 














FAWCHING. 


Emperour. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 185/2 
Without favorisinge the childe anye thinge therin. 1606 
Hottanp Sueton, Annot. 29 Factions. .favourizing this or 
that colour of the Chariotters. 1624 Brie//nform, Affairs 
Palatinate 16 We would not fauorize them with one good 
word toward the Emperour. 

+Fa'vourless, a. ?Ods. [f. Favour sd, + -LESS.] 
Without favour. a. Not showing favour, unpro- 
pitious. b. That has no attractiveness or beauty. 

1509 Barcray S/yp of Folys (1570) 166 O cruell death, O 
fury fauourlesse. 1590 Spenser /*. Q. 11. ix. 7 Such happi- 
nesse Heven doth to me envy, and fortune favourlesse. 15 
Martowe & Nasue Dido in. i, Dido. Is not ASneas fair an 
beautiful? Anna. Yes; and Iarbas foul and favourless. 
az1605 Potwart Flyting w. Montgomerie 618 Whose 
fauourlesse phisnomie doth dewlie declare His vices. 

+ Favourous, a. Ods. [f. as prec. + -ous. 
Cf. OF. fauo(w)reux.] a. Full of favour, obliging. 
b. Adapted to win favour, pleasing. 

1485 Digby A7yst. (1882) 1. 673'To wype my fete pou 
wer nat so faworus. 1560 Rottanp Crt, Venus 1. 591 Lufe 
is facound : and lufe is fauorous. /é/d.1v. 110 With humbill 
hart..and fassounis fauorous. 1597 Breton Wit's 7 vench- 
mour Wks. (1879) 9/2 When women were wont to be kind- 
harted, conceits in men were verie fauourous. 1775 AsH 
(citing Cuaucer), /avirous, favourable. 

+ Fa'voursome, cz. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. + 
-SOME.] ‘That is an object of favour ; acceptable. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. Ww. iii, Pray Phoebus, 
I proue favoursome in her fair Eyes. 

Favous (fé''vas), a. rare. [f. L. fav-ws honey: 
comb +-ous.] a. Resembling a honeycomb. b: 
Resembling the disease favs. 

1677 Grew Anat. Seeds i. § 10 (1682) 196 Its Surface 
favous, like that of Poppy. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Favower, -owre, obs. forms of Favour. 

|| Favus ({éi-vis). Path. [L. favus honeycomb.] 
A contagious disease of the skin, characterized by 
pustules, so called from its resemblance to a honey- 
comb. Also attrib. 

[1398 Trevisa Barth. De P.R.vu1. iii. (1495) 223 Constantine 
callyth suche a scabbe fax, an hony combe, for suche 
whelkes haue smalle holes, out of whiche matter comyth as 
hony out of the hony combe.] 1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), 
Fravus,.an Ulcer, mattery Sore or Scab. 1806 Med. Fraud. 
XV. 168 The favus, when it happens on the face, and the 
vesications behind the ears, often arise from the same cause. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., avis, a contagious disease of the skin. 

Favver, favyr, dial. and obs. ff. Favour. 

Faw (f9), 56. [Application of Yaa, the surname 
of a tribe of Scotch gipsies; prob. a cognomen 
originally identical with next adj.] A gipsy. 
Also attrib., as Jfaw-gang, a gang of gipsies. 

1756 Farrow Par. Reg., Francis Heron, king of y* Faws, 
bur. 13 Jan. 1777 Branp Pop. Antig. (1849) IIL. 100 
Gipsies still continue to be called ‘ Faws’ in the N. of Eng- 
land. 1825 Brockett JV. C. Words 69 Kaw-gang, a company 
of riffraff. 1827 Mackenzie Hist. Newcastle 11. 767 note, 
Tinkers, cloggers. .egglers, and others of that worthy race 
called Faws. 1869 Lousdale Gloss., Faw-gang..a gang of 
rogues and beggars. 

+ Faw, a. Obs. Forms: 1 faa3, £43, 2 foa3, 
fogh, 3 fah, foh, sou/h. va3, 4 fowe, 4- faw. 
(OE. faz, fah=OHG. féh, Goth. fachs :—OTeut. 
*faiho-z:—pre-Teut. *foiko-s, cognate with Gr. 
motkidos particoloured, (The mod.Eng form would 
normally be *fow or *fough ; faw is from northern 
dialects.) ] 

1. Coloured, stained, streaked; particoloured, 
variegated. Also in Comd. as gold-faw. 

a700 Epinal Gloss. 61 Arrinus [varius]: faaz. Beowulf 
1631. Lagu drusade weter under wolenum weel dreore faz. 
cxooo Sax. Leechd, 11, 124 Ram geallan pone fazan cnua 
on niwe ealo, cx1g0 Semi-Sax. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 542 
Fuluus, uel flauus. fouh. ¢1175 Lamb, Hom. 53 Pas faze 
neddre bitacned pis faze folc be wuned in pisse weorlde. . 
Wited eow pet 3e ne beo noht pe foaze neddre. c¢ 1205 
Lay. 24653 Sum hafde gode grene zc, and alches cunnes 
fah clad. bid. 30984 Gold-uaze sceldes scanden bilifes. 
c1440 Gaw. §& Galaron ii. 13 in Pinkerton Scot. Poems 
(1792) III. 218 Ferly fayr wes the feild, flekerit and faw, 
With gold and goulis in greyne. 1513 Doucias 4neis vin. 
x. (1839) 500 Lhe God of bestis and of feildis faw. 

b. In the plant-name Fawthistle (/¢. coloured 
thistle), the card thistle or teasel. Ods. 

1483 Cath. Angi. 124/1 Fawthistelle, labrum veneris. 

e. Of objects that reflect light: Bright, glancing, 
gleaming, twinkling. 

c1ooo Ags. Ps. \xxxviii{i]. 36 Fultum bu him afyrdest 
fasan sweordes. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 747 The pryce 
schippez. .fondez wyth fulle saile ower the fawe ythez. 

2. quasi-sh. The adj. used adso/. coupled with 
gray. A species of fur, e.g. ermine (see quot. 
a@1200). Cf. OF. vair et gris. 

@1200 Moral Ode 361 Ne scal per beo fou ne grei ne 
cunig ne ermine, pas Doonsday 28 in O. E, Misc. 164 
Moni of thisse riche that wereden foh and grei. c¢ 1314 
Guy Warw. (A.) 4174 Gij him schred in fou & gray. ¢ 1320 
Sir Tristr. 1220 Pai raft me fowe and griis, And pus 
wounded pai me. 

Faw, dial. and Sc. form of FAut v. 

Faw, obs. form of Fain, Few. 

Fawcebraye, obs. form of FAUSSEBRAYE, 

Faweet(t, -set, obs. forms of Faucer. 


Fawching, -chyn, obs. forms of Fancuion. 

1582 N. Licnertetp tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. 25b, 
Their enimies .. were cutting of it [the gabell] with their 
wood-kniues or fawchings. 


FAWD. 


Fawcht, Sc. form of Foucut. 

Fawconer(e, obs. forms of FarconEer ! and 2, 

Fawd. @da/. Also faud. [Of obscure origin ; 
cf. Fab 50.1, FEALD; also fawdom, Sc. var. of 
Fatuom.] A bundle. 

1641 Best “ari. Bhs. (Surtees) 18 Wheare you see that 
the water gets yssue..yow may thrust in and ramme downe 
fawdes of strawe. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Faud, a truss of 
straw ; as much as the two arms will compass, 

Fawd, Fawdom(e, obs. Sc. ff. Fotp, Farxom, 

Fawe(n, -er, obs. forms of Farin, Favour. 

Fawesebraye, obs. f. of FAUSSEBRATE, -BRAYE. 

Fawf, var. of Faucu sd. Se. 

Fawkener(e, obs. forms of FALCONER. 

Fawkenet, obs. form of FALconer. 

15.. in Beauties of Thanet (1830) Il. 34 After the dis- 
chardge of ii fawkenets. .the forte was won. 

Fawn (fon), 54.1 Forms: 4-5 foun(e, (5 
fowen), 5 faon, 5-7 fawne, 6-7 faun(e, 5— fawn. 
[a. OF. faon, also foun, feon:—med.L. *féetin-em, 
f. fetus offspring. ] 

+1. A young animal, cub. Ods. 

[1274 Grands Chron, S. Denis (Rer. Gall, & Franc. Script. 
aes XVII. 354) Jones fauns de bestes sauvages.] 148x 

AxToN Myrr. 11. vi, This beest hath but ones yong fawnes. 
a@ 1603 Jas. I Psalm xxix. 6 Lyke to the faune of unicornis 
Will leape when he doth speik. 1603 OwENn Pembrokeshire 
1, xv. (1892) 127 The Fawne [of a seal] at the first is white. 

2. A. young fallow deer, a buck or doe of the 


first year. 7 fawn (said of the doe): pregnant. 
¢1369 CuHaucer Dethe Blaunche 429 Of founes, soures, 
bukkes, does Was ful the wode. ¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) 
xxxi. 143 Dappeld and spotted, as it ware founez of daes. 
1486 Bk. St. Albans Eiva, And ye speke of the Bucke the 
fyrst yere he isa fawne. 1535 CoverRDALE ¥e7. xiv. 5 The 
Hynde shal forsake the yonge fawne.. because there shalbe 
no grasse. 1667 Mitton ?. L.1v. 404 Asa ‘Tiger, who by 
chance hath spi’d .. two gentle Fawnes at play. 1774 
Gotosm. Wat. H7st. (1776) III. 137 The fawns continue to 
follow the deer eight or nine months in all, 1810 Scotr Lady 
of L. 1. ii, The doe awoke, and to the lawn ..led her fawn. 
1872 Baker Nile 7 ribut. ii. 38 The does are now in fawn. 

Jig. 1609 Heywoop Brit. Troy xv. xxxii, That her com- 
mensed spleene may be withdrawne From them, whose 
violence spar’d not her Fawne. 

3. Short for fawn-colour (see 4). 

1892 Pall Mall G. 17 Mar. 1/2 A Russian costume in 
fawns made of fancy crépon. J/ézd. 22 Sept. 1/3 Slight 
moustache and hair of a fawn that we associate rather with 
Caledonia than the Netherlands. 

4. attrib, and Comb., as fawn-colour, a light 
yellowish brown (hence fawy-coloured adj.) ; fawn- 
skin ; also fawn-brown, -like adjs. 

1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. 11. 177 They acquire a strong 
*fawn-brown tint. 1865 GossE Year at Shore 79 Light olive, 
fawn-brown .. or pure white. 1800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. 
Il. 284 Of a red, inclining to *fawn-colour. 1844-57 G. 
Biro Uvin. Deposits (ed. 5) 133 From the palest fawn- 
colour to the deepest amber. 1803 Davy in Phil. Trans. 
XCIII. 261 They gave dense *fawn-coloured precipitates. 
1891 E. Peacock WV. Brendon II, 391 The little fawn- 
coloured bullocks. 1838 Lyrron Zez/a1. iv, That elastic 
and *fawn-like grace. 1862 SHirLEY Nuge Crit. ili. 152 
Little cousin Annie, with her shy fawn-like glances. 1513 
Dovucias Axeis vil. vil. 126 Sum wer cled in pilchis of 
*foune skynnis. 1774 J. Bryant J7ythol. I. 10 Many 
allusions about a fawn, and fawn-skin, in the Dionusiaca. 
1864 SwinsurRNE A ¢alanta 1389 Their leaves that nod Round 


thy fawnskin. 
+ Fawn, 50.2 Obs. [f. Fawn v.1] 


1, An act of fawning ; a servile cringe, a wheed- 
ling courtesy. 

1sgo Greene Never too late (1600) 48 Infida.. plied 
Francesco with her flattering fawnes. 1601 Jonson 
Poetasterv.i, Vhy..wholesome sharpnesse. . pleaseth Czesary 
more than servile fawnes. 1633 P. Frercuer Poe’. AZisc. 
78 Will rave and chide .. But soon to smiles and fawns 
turns all his heat. @ 1657 R. Lovepay Lef#t. (1663) 146 The 
fawnes of Fortune. 1744 E. Hreywoop /emale Spectator 
(1746) I. 131 You may know him by..a servile fawn on all 
who can. .contribute to exalting him, 

2. =Fawner. rare—'. 

1635 Bratuwait Avcad. Pr, 80 Had he plaid buffoun, 
Fawn or knave. 

Fawn (f$n), v.! Forms: 4 faghne, fayn, 4-7 
fawne, 4, 6-8 faun(e, (4 fauhne), 5 fawnyn, 
6 Se., 9 dial. fan, 5- fawn. See also Fain z, 
{app. a variant, with specialized sense, of FAIn v. 
to rejoice. The OF, forms fxzazan and fahnian 
(whence respectively faz and fawz) are derived 
from different forms of the adj., viz. OE. fxzev, 
whence faz adj., and OE. faze, whence ME. 
Sawe. 

Prof. Sievers suggests that the divergent forms are due to 
suffix-ablaut (-7, -am, -1un) in primitive OE.] 

L. intr. Of an animal, esp. a dog: To show de- 
light or fondness (by wagging the tail, whining, 
etc.) as a dog does. 

a 1225 [see Fawninc v7. sb. 1.] 1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. xv. 
295 Pere ne was lyoun ne leopart .. Pat ne fel to her feet, 
and fauned with pe tailles. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
xvult. iv. (1495) 751 A lambe. .fawnyth wyth hys taylle whan 
he hath founde his moder. c1440 Promp. Farv. 152/r 
Fawnyn as howndys, afflaudo, 1593 Suaxs. Luc. 421 As 
the grim lion fawneth o’er his prey. 161z Dekker Roaring 
Girle Wks. 1873 I11. 215 He can both fawne like a Spaniell, 
and bite like a Mastiue. 1667 Mitton ?. L. 1x. 526 Oft he 
bowd His turret Crest..Fawning. 1675 Hopprs Odyssey 
(1677) 2o9 The old dog Argus ,. fauned with his tail, but 
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could not rise. 179 Cowper Odyssey xvi. 11 Thy dogs bark 
not, but fawn on his approach. 1865 SwinpurNE Poems § 
Ball. Satia te Sanguine 54 A tame beast..fawns to be fed. 

b. Zo fawn on, wpon: (of a dog, etc.) to show 
delight at the presence of; to lavish caresses on, to 
caress. 

1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dicfes 41, I barke upon the 
fooles and fawne upon the wysemen. 1553 7. Witson 
Rhet. (1580) 196 The Lion. .fauned gently upon hym, a 1605 
Montcomertré Descr. Vane Lovers 42 A Dog..will..fan on 
him vha givis him fude. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s 
Eromena 193, I wondered to see her [a Deere] so gently 
fawne upon me without any feare. 1776 Apam Situ 
IV, N.1.1i, A puppy fawns upon its dam. 1841 Lange Arad. 
Nts. 1.49 The calf..came to me, and fawned upon me. 1861 
Hucues Jom Brown at Oxf. iii. (1889) 28 Jack [the dog].. 
was fawning on him as if he understood every word. 

Jig. 1573 Tusser Husd. cxiv. (1878) 216 Though Fortune 
smiles, and fawnes vpon thy side. 1600 Hottanp Livy iv. 
xlii. (1609) 166 It was no long time that fortune fawned 
upon the Aquians. 1796 Burke Let. noble Ld. Wks. 1842 
II. 271 In thesame moment fawning on those who have the 
knife half out of the sheath. 

+e. quasi-trans. To wag (the tail). Ods. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 12354 (Cott.) Pas oper leons .. honurd 
him faunand pair tail. 

+2. trans.= To fawn on (sense I b): To caress; 
to pat (the head of a dog). Ods. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 12333 heading (Gott.\, Pe leonis fauned 
iesus. ¢1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 1919 Hor houndez pay per 
rewarde, Her hedez pay fawne & frote. ¢ 1375 Sc. Leg. 
Saints, Eufemia 183, & faynand hir bare talis knet. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 294/4 They ranne to this hooly vyrgyne 
in fawnynge her. 

3. intr. To affect a servile fondness; to court 
favour or notice by an abject demeanour. Const. 
on, upon (a person, his looks, etc.). 

a@ 1310 [see FawninG v0/. sb. 2.] ©1440 Lypa, Secrees Prol. 
675 Smothe afore folk to fawnyn and to shyne. ¢15310 More 
Picus Wks, 16/1 If the worlde fawne vpon the. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl, Epist. 171 Such as fawne on them with flatterie. 
1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades (1592) 225 By fawning on his 
angrie lookes she turnes them into smiles, 1612 ‘I’. Taytor 
Comm. Titus iii. 3 Nor further fawned [they] vpon God 
then to get out of his hands. 1692 E. WaLKer Epictetus’ 
Mor. xxxi, Nor flatter, fawn, forswear, assent or lie. 1823 
Lams Lef/#, (1888) II. 62 How the knave fawned when I was 
of service to him! 1857 BuckLe Crvédiz. I. vii. 398 Even 
our greatest writers prostituted their abilities by fawning 
upon the prejudices of their patrons. 1865 KINGSLEY 
Hlerew. x, Vhey fawn on a damsel with soft words. 1879 
Dixon Windsor I. xii. 118 He stooped to fawn where he 
was used to smite. . 

+b. Zo fawn upon (a thing, an object of desire) : 
to aspire to. Obs. rare—". 

1634 Forp P. Warbeck v. i, Could I be England's queen, 
—a glory, Jane, I never fawn’d on. 

+4. trans. To cringe to (a person). Ods. rare. 

@1568 Ascuam Scholem. 1. (Arb.) 83 Though, for their 
priuate matters they can follow, fawne, and flatter noble 
Personages. 

Fawn (fon), v.2 [f. Fawn 50.1; cf. OF. faoner.| 

1. intr. To bring forth young. Now only of deer. 

1481 Caxton AZyrr. u. vi, They [lionesses] come to fede 
their fawnes the iii day after they haue fawned. 1530 PALsGr. 
546/2 Haue your dere fawned yet? 1679 Birounr Axc. 
Tenures 91 Because the Dear did then fawn, or bring forth 
their young. 1721-1800 in BAiLry. 

2. trans. Of deer: To bring forth (a fawn). 

1576 Turserv. Venerie 141 The Bucke is fawned in the end 
of May. 1618 Fart or Cork in Szv 2. Boyle's Diary Ser. 1. 
(1886) I. 192 The firste fawn that was fawned in my Park. 

Hence Faw-ning wd/. sd. 

1598 Manwoop Lawes Forest xi. § 2 (1615) 81 When that 
our Agistors doe meete together for the fawning of our wilde 
beasts. 1685 R. Brapy tr. Fohn's Charter of Forests §7 in 
ffist. Eng. App. 141 The third Swainmote shall be holden 
. concerning the fawning of our Does. 

Fawn, obs. form of Faun. 

Fawner (fg:no1). [f. Fawn v.1+-pr1.] One 
who fawns, cringes, or flatters; a toady. 

¢1440 Promp. Parv, 146/1 Faynare, or flaterere, adz- 
lator, 15853 1. Witson (het. 106 b, Flatterers, fawners, 
and southers of mennes saiynges. 1685 Gracian's Cour- 
tiers Orac. 156 All the Fawners .. are so many Monsters 
of impertinence. @1715 Burner Own Vine (1766) I. 
68 His diary..represents him as an abject fawner on the 
Duke of Buckingham, 1812 Soutney Omniana II. 322 
Certainly he was no fawner. 1864 E. Sarcent Peculiar 
I. 289 He..began to play the fawner once more. 

+ Fa‘wnery. Vés. [f. prec.+-y.] The bearing 
or tricks of a fawner ; flattery, sycophancy. 

1661 K. W. Conf. Charact., Temporizer (1860) 51 This 
puppet of policy differs from the foregoing spanniel of 
fawnery only in time and degrees. : 

Fawney ({o-ni). sang. [a. Irish fiz7(72\e ring.] 

1. A finger-ring. 

181z J. H. Vaux Mash Dict., Fazwney, a finger-ring. 1834 
H. Ainswortu Rookwood m1. vy, Fogles and fawnies soon 
went their way, 1851 Mavuew Lomd?. Labour I. 423 He 
wears a stunning fawny on his finger. 

2. a.=Fawny rig. To go on the fawney: to 
practise the fawney-rig. b. One who practises the 
fawney-rig. 

1781 G. Parker View Society Il. 167 There is a large 
shop in London where these kind of rings are sold, for the 
purpose of going onthe Fawney. /d/d., ‘Vhe Fawney says, 
‘TI dare say some poor woman [etc.]’. 1789 — Life’s Painter 
174 Fawny, an old, stale trick, called ring-dropping. 


3. Comb., as fawney-dropper, -dropping; fawney- 
bouncing, selling rings for a pretended wager ; 
fawney-bouncer ; fawney-rig (see quot.). 


. Har: 





FAWNINGNESS. 


1781 G. Parker View Society I1. 166 The Fawney rig. 
1823 Ecan Grose’s Dict. Vulgar Tongue, Fawney rig, a 
common fraud thus practised :—a fellow drops a brass ring, 
double gilt, which he picks up before the party meant to he 
cheated, and to whom he disposes of it for less than its 
supposed, and ten times more than its real, value. 1851 
Mayuew Lond, Labour I. 351, 1 doa little in the Fawney 
dropping line. 1857 ‘Ducancr AnGuicus’ Vlg. Tongue 
39 Fawney droppers gammon the flats and take the yokels in. 

Hence Faw‘neyed [-ED *], ringed. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Fawnied or fawney-Jam d, 
having one or more rings on the finger. 1834 H. Ainswortit 
Rookwood 11. v, My fawnied famms. 

+Fa'wnguest. Os. [?f. Fawn v. + Gusst. 

Possibly an etymologizing spelling of some dialect word. 
Nashe was an East Anglian; can the word be identical 
with favgast, given by Sir T. Browne without interpretation 
in his list of words peculiar to that region (A/isc. 7'r. viii. 
146)? Hickes (Ags. Gr. 1689), however, says that in Norfolk 
a Jangast wench meant ‘ virginem viro jam nunc maturam 
et virum quasi expetentem’, 

a. A fawning parasite, a sycophant, toady. Also 
attrib, %b. One who robs or swindles another under 
the guise of friendship. 

1592 NasHe Strange Newes Wks. Biv/t Nuntius, a 
Fawneguest Messenger twixt Maister Bird and Maister 
Demetrius. 1596 — Saffron Walden TV iii/t He may be a 
fawn-guest in his intent neuertheles. 1602 RowLAnps 
Greene's Ghost (1880) 15 There be certaine mates called 
Fawneguests, who..will..say..a friend of yours..gaue me 
this bowed sixpence to drinke a quart of wine with you for 
his sake. /d/d., Such Fawneguests were they, that [etc.]. 

Fawning (f9-nin),v6/.sd. [f. Fawn v. + -1NG 1.] 
The action of the vb. Fawn. 

1. Said of animals: see Fawn v.11. 

a1225 Axcr. R. 290 Spit him amidde be bearde .. pet .. 
fiked mid dogge uawenunge. ax300 Cursor M. 12350 
(Cott.) Abute his fete be quilpes ran..And wit pair fauning 
mad him cher. 1382 Wyctir Jod/t xi. 9 With the faunyng 
of his tail he iozed. cx1g0o Vwaine §& Gaw. 2002 The 
lyoun wald noght fyght, Grete fawning made he to the 
Knyght. 1601 Suaxs, F2d, C. 1. i. 43 Low-crooked curtsies, 
and base Spaniell fawning. 1607 Torsett Mou7-f, Beasts 
(1673) 109 The lower and stiller [voice of a dog] is called 
‘whining’, or ‘fawning’. 1665 BoyLe Occas. Ref. iil. vii. 
(1845) 159 With.. how many Fawnings, does he [a dog] 
court me to fling it him? 1844 Lowett Columbus Poems 
1890 I. 153 O days whose memory tames to fawning down 
The surly fell of Ocean’s bristled neck ! 

2. Cringing, servile flattery or homage; an 
instance of this. 

@ 1310 in Wright Lyr7c P. iv. 23 Fyth of other ne darth he 
fleo, that fleishshes faunyng furst for-eode. 1382 WyctiF 
Fudith xiv. 13 Vagio..made fawnyng with his hondis. 1533 
Upatt Flowers Latine Speaking (1560) 67 b, Nor suffre our 
selues to be wonne..with faunyng. 1592 WyRLEY Aronorie 
145 Let no man.. To highlie of her [Fortune’s] lended 
faunings bost. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. WW. xxxi, No fawning, sir 
.. cried the baronet. 1862 Lp. BroucHam Brit, Const. i. 3 
A spirit of fawning and truckling towards those in authority. 

Fawning (f9 nin), #7/. a. [f. as prec. + -ING *.] 

1. That fawns or shows pleasure or fondness as 
a dog does; caressing, fondling. Said also of the 
arm, tail, or tongue. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 12354 (Trin.) pese opere leouns. . honoured 
him wip faunnyng tail. 31509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 1. xvi, 
When that these grayhoundes had me so espied, With 
faunyng chere of great humilitie In goodly haste they fast 
unto me hyed. a@1569 KincesmyLt Godly Advise (1580) 5 
The subtile fanyng spaniell. 1621 G. Sanpys Ovid's ATet. 
1. (1626) 13 She.. Hung on his necke with fawning armes. 
1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. w. 741 Fierce Tigers couch’d 
around, and loll’d their fawning tongues. ¢1750 SHENSTONE 
Colemira 7 The fawning cats compassionate his case And 
purr around. 1842 J. H. Newman Par. Sern. (ed. 2) V. 
vili. r20 As a king giving names to fawning brutes. 

Jig. 1635 QuaRes Amd. 1. vi. (1718) 25 Let wit or fawning 
fortune vie their best. 

b. quasi-adv. 

1387 Trevisa /7zgdex (Rolls) I. 237 Pe ny3tyngale.. 
Twytereb wel fawnyng Wibp full swete song in pe dawenyng. 
1398 — Barth. De P. R. xu. xxiii. (1495) 428 The byrde 
Kaladrius settyth his syghte on hym and beholdyth hym 
as it were faunynge and playsynge. 

2. Showing servile deference, cringing, flattering. 

1585 App. SaAnpys Ser. (1841) 137 Drunkenness is a fawn- 
ing devil, asweet poison. 1650 Huppert P2l/ Formality 
81 The fauning Parasite, and Saint-seeming devil. 1701 
Lond. Gaz. No. 3708/1 Edward ‘Troupe..with a fawning 
Scotch-like Tone. 1769 Funius Lett. xxxv. 164 A fawning 
treachery against which no prudence can guard. 1838 
Lytton Lela 1. v, The voice ..smoothed into fawning 
accents of base fear. 1857 Buckie Crvidiz. I. xi. 652 
A fawning and hypocritical race. 

Fawningly (foninli), adv. [f. prec. +-Ly 2.] 
In a fawning manner: a. Caressingly, joyfully. 
b. Cringingly, flatteringly, servilely. 

a. 1790 Bewick Quadrupeds (1807) 358 The sagacious 
animal .. leapt fawningly against the breast of a man. 

1sot Harincton O77. /’u7. 332 note, Vhose Princes. . 
that (as is said of them) ‘ Never see lookes, but fawninglie dis- 
guised’. 1654 Trapp Como. Mait. xii. 38 They [i.e. the 
Pharisees] had nothing to say for themselves, but fawningly 
to call him Master. axgxx Ken Ldizund Poet, Wks. 1721 
II. 178 Lucifer. .Strove fawningly t’ attract good Edmund’s 
1855 Macautay //7st Hug. ITI. gor. It was set down 
in my instructions’, answered Jeffreys, fawningly, ‘that 
I was to show no mercy to men like you.’ 

Fawningness (foOninnis). [f. as prec. + 
-nEsS] A fawning disposition or demeanour ; 
cringing behaviour, servility. 

1673 O. Wacker Educ. ii. 20 It is much easier to bend 
a naturall mis-inclination to its neighbour virtue .. as .. 
fawningnes to complaisance. 1827 Dr Quincey Alurder 


FAWNSOME. 


Wks. IV. 45 I’m for peace, and quietness, and fawningness, 
and what may be styled knocking-underness. 

Fawnsome (fo-nsim), a. dial. [f. Fawn v.+ 
-SoME.] Of an animal: Disposed to fawn ; show- 
ing fondness. 

1863 Mrs. Toocoop Yorksh. Dial., The calf .. is grown so 
fawnsome it will follow us like a dog, 1873 Swadedale 
Gloss., Fansome adj., winsome. 

Fawntekyn, var. FauNTEKIN Ods., an infant. 

Fawny (foni), a. [f Fawn sé. + -y.] Of a 
colour: Inclining to fawn. 

1849 Beck's Florist 260 Madame Angelina, that most 
unique Rose in its creamy fawny tints 1882 Garden 1 Apr. 
223/t ‘The sepals are of a pale fawny yellow. 

Fawoure, obs. form of Favour. 

Fawse. obs. and dial. form of FALSE a. 

Fawsont, Se. var. FASHIONED, 

Fawt(e, obs. forms of Fautt. 

+ Fax, sb. Obs. Forms: a, 1 feax, north. 
feex, 1-2 fex, 3-6 fax, (5 faxe, 6 facts, 7 faix, 
?6 p/. fassis). B. 3 veex, vax(e. [OL. feav= 
OFris, fax, OS. and OHG. fahs (MHG., vahs), 
ON. (and mod.Norw.) fax. The word occurs in 
the proper names Fairfax, Halifax.] 

1. The hair of the head. 

Beowulf 2967 Swat zedrum sprong ford under fexe. 
Beda’s Hist. 1. xvi, He... hafde blac feax. c¢x1000 Sax. 
Leechd. 1. 110 Wib pet Sat mannes fex fealle. c1205 Lay. 
24843 [Heo] luken heom bi uaxe [c 1275 pan heere] and 
laiden heom to grunde. a 1300 Cursor Al. 7244 (Cott.) Thoru 
his fax his force was tint. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Martha 7 
Scho was far of fax and face. c1440 Bone Flor. 1545 ‘Then 
they lowsyd hur feyre faxe, That was yelowe as the waxe. 
1513 Douctas xe7s i. vi. 5t His fax and berd was fadit 
quhar he stuide. 1848 Hatt Chron. 10 b, Y° fassis of their 
head set ful of new devised facuns. 1560 RoLLanp €774, 
Venus 1. 915 With countinance and facts virginall. 1606 
Hotianp Seton. Annot. 30a, Whose lokes and faix were 
so slicke and glib with sweet oyles, that they shone againe. 
[1610 — Camden's Brit. 1.723 Fax in the old English 
tongue signifieth the haire of the head.] 

2. derisively. ‘The face. 

[Perhaps a misunderstanding of the obsolete word as pre- 
served in poetic phrases ; some other Sc. examples in 16th ec, 
would admit of a similar interpretation. ] 

1§13 Doucias 7 xeis vit. Prol. 32 ‘Vhe fillok hir deformit 
fax wald haue a fair face. 

+ Faxed, a. Obs. [f. prec. + -mp?; cf. ON. 
faxidr.] Having hair, hairy. Faxed star: a 
comet, from the resemblance of its tail to hair. 

891 O. LZ. Chron. (Parker MS.), Same men cwepab on 
Englisc pt hit [cometa] sie feaxede steorra. a@a1259 
MatrHew Paris Chron. Maz. an. 891 (Rolls) 1, 428 Cometa 
apparuit que Anglice Vexede sterre nuncupatur. [1605 
Campen Lem. (1636) 26 The old English .. could call 
a Comet a Fixed [sc] starre; which is all one with S/ed/a 

‘ crinita.| 1851 Cumbrid. Gloss., Faxed Star. 

Fay (fé'), sd.1 Obs. or arch. Forms: 4 fei, 
feye, fai, 4-6 fey, 4-7 fay, 5 fa, 4-6 faye, 6 foy. 
[ad. later OFr. fez :—earlier fe7t, fed: see Farvn. 
feith, Farr was the original, and became the 
ordinary, Eng. form: but fey, fay also passed into 
Eng. from contemporary Fr. @1300, and was for 
a time almost as common as the earlier form, 
especially in certain senses, and in phrases such as 


par fay, by my fay =OFr. par fet, par ma fet.) 

1. Religious belief; =F arr sd, 1-4. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 7562 (Cott.), I haue in drightin fest mi 
fai. ¢1315 SHOREHAM Poems (1849) 139 Her-to accordeth 
oure fay. ¢1320 R. Brunne AZedit. 18 Pat ys preved by 
crystes feye, @1375 Lay Folks Mass Bk, App. iv.117 Pou 
schalt be founden, I be fay Hoseled. 14.. Pol. Rel. & L. 
Poems (1866) 253 Ellis failep al oure fay. ?14.. Chester Pl. 
(1847) II. 116 Newe tonges shall have to preach the faye. 
a1420 Hoccteve De Reg. Princ. 332 Mannes resoun may 
not preve our fey. c1450 Myrc 362 For who so beleueth 
in the fay. 1590 Spenser Sheph. Cal, Sept. 107 Both of 
their doctrine and of their faye. 1596 SPENSER /’. Q. v. viii. 
1g That neither hath religion nor fay. 

2. Credit, authority; = Farrn sé. 6. 

€1374 Cuaucer Boeth. wv. ii, 112 For as moche as pe fey 
of my sentence shal be be more ferme and haboundaunt. 

3. Promise, assurance ; =F arra sd. 8. 

a1300 Cursor M, 11530 (Cott.) He [heroude] was traitur, 
fals in fai. ¢1380 Sir Herumb, 2046 Par-to sche sykerede 
panne hure fay, to help hem be hure mi3te._ c 1385 CHAuceR 
L. G. W. 1847 Lucrece, They answerde alle unto hire fey, 

4, Allegiance; =F aru 9; also in Zo hold, keep, 
owe, swear (one’s) fay; =F artH sb, 9 b. 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg., St. Dominic 246 Bi pe fei, pat i schal to 
be. ¢1320 Sir Tris/>, 318 Pe mariner swore his faye. 1375 

3aRBoUR Byuce xut. 545 [He] held him lelely his fay. 
c1425 Wyntoun Crom. vit. xli. 59 Pe Folk come to pe Fay. 
c1450 Henryson Jor, Fab, 53 For to pray That .. Lords 
keepe their fay Vnto their Soueraigne King. 1590 SreNnsER 
#F, Q. 1. x, 41 Did foy and tribute raise. 

b. To be at, to take til (=to) any person’s or 
persons fay: to be in, to take into allegiance or 
subjection to him or them. 

a 1300 Cursor MM, 12984 (Cott.) Pe kinges all ar at mi fai. 
1375 Barsour Bruce xu. 404 Bothwell.. then at yngliss 
mennys fay Wes. c 1425 WynToun Cron, vin. xli.85 He tuk 
pame til pe Scottis Fay : Til hym pare Athis of bat made pai, 

5. Fidelity; =Farrn 5d, 10. Also Zo bear fay. 

cx300 //avelok 255 Alle pe englis dede he sweren Pat he 
shulden him ghod fey beren, 1377 Pod. Poenzs (Rolls) I. 215 
So fikel in heare fay, That selden iseize is sone forgete. 
@ 1529 Skevton Dk. Albany 437 In loyalte and foy Lyke to 
Ector of ‘lroy, 
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6. In asseverative phrases: a. Zn (good) fay; 
= Fait sé, 12 a. 

cx300 K. Adis. 6952 He..thoughte in god fay. ¢ 1340 
Cursor M. 13603 (Trin.) He is oure son pei seide in fay. 
1423 Jas. I Avugis Q. lix, Here is, in fay, the tyme. ¢1475 
Rauf Coilzear 88 In gud fay, Schir, it is suith that 3e say. 
c1832 Drewes Jutrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 1046 In good fay 
I thanke our Lorde. AZod. dial. (Devon.) Iss fay ! 

b. In quasi-oaths. By, upon my (etc.) fay: = 
Fair sé. 12 c. Also in Fr. form, (Par) (ma) fay. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 13593 (Gott.) ‘A prophete’, said he, * bi 
mi fay’. ¢1300 Harrow. ell 81 Par ma fey! ich holde 
myne Alle tho that bueth heryne. ¢1386 Cuaucer W7/e's 7. 
zor If I say fals, sey nay, upon thy fey. — Clerk's T. 
Prol. 9 Tel us som mery tale, by your fay. — Pars. 7. 
P 793 Par fay the resoun of a man tellith him [etc.]. ¢ 1460 
Play Sacram. 589 Betwyn Douyr & Calyce.. dwellth non 
so cunnyng be my fey. ¢1460 7owxeley. Myst. (Surtees) 36 
Ma fa! sone I hope he shalle. 1547 Garpiner in Strype 
Cranmer w. (1694) 76 ‘Vo say [etc.]..by my faye is overfar 
out of the way. 1808 Scorr Marmz. 1. xxii, Nephew, quoth 
Heron, by my fay. 1849 James Woodman x, By my fay, 
the place seems a fortress instead of an abbey. ~ 

Fay ({2'), 53.2 Also 6 2 47. form fée, 8 faye, 
pl. 7 faies. [ad. OF. fae, faze (Fr. /ée) = Pr. and 
Pg. fada, Sp. hada, It. fata:—Com, Rom. fata fem. 
sing., f. L. faa the Fates, pl. of fatum Farn.] 
=Farry 4. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 193 My wife Constance is fay. 
[@1533 Lp. Berners //vou cxliv. 536 The noble quene 
Morgan le faye.] 1570 B. GooGr Pop. Aingd. i. (1880) 15 a, 
As pleaseth him that fightes with Fées. 1633 B. Jonson 
Tale Tub 1. i, You'd have your daughters and_ maids 
Dance o’er the fields like faies to church. 1746 CoLLins 
Dirge in Cymbeline Poems (1771) 97 Vhe female fays shall 
haunt the green. @ 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) I. 177 Be she 
a Fiend, or be she a Fay, She shall be Otto's bride to-day. 
1873 G. C. Davies Mount. §& Mere xiv. 113 Which needed 
but little imagination to transfer them into fays and water 
sprites, 

Fay (fé1), sb.8 Forms: 8-9 feigh, 9 fay, feagh, 
fee. [f. Fay v.2] The clearings from the surface ; 
the surface soil, the dross of metals. 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. Mj, This [the Limp] the 
Washers use for to throw off the Feigh from the Ore out of 
the Sive. 1802 Mawr J/ineralogy 204 Feigh, Newc. Refuse 
washed from the lead-ore. 1839 Murcuison S7lur, Syst. 1. 
iii. 4o Fee, pronounced ‘ Fay’, a red rubbly thin-bedded 
rock, with some marl. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Fay, Fee, the 
surface soil in contradistinction to the sub-soil. 1893 Sur- 
veyors’ Institution Professional Notes V. 66 They com- 
menced removing the surface soil, or ‘fey’. 

Fay (fé'),v.1 Forms: 1 £63-an, 3-4 fejen, 3 
feien, (fien), south. veien, 4 fey, south. vie, 5 
fye, 6 faie, 5- fay. [OE. /éz-an = OS. figtan 
(Du. voegen), OHG. fuogen (MHG. viiegen, mod.G. 
Jigen) :—OTeut. *figjan to fit, adapt, join (cf. 
OF ris. fogza, which differs in conjugation), f. */ég- 
(cf. OHG. fuoga, mod.G. fuge fitting together, 
joining), ablaut-form of Teut. root fag- in fag-ro- 
Fair a.] 

+1. trans. To fit, adapt, or join (whether in 
material or immaterial sense); to put together, 
add, compose; to fix or fasten in position. Ods. 

a 1000 Riddles xxvi. 9 (Gr.) Heo .. fezed mec on faesten. 
c1000 Sax. Leechd, 111, 206 Herculem zesihd freo[n]dscipe 
fezd. cx1z00 7yin. Coll. Hom, 25 Ure fader shop us and 
feide pe lemes to ure licame. /é7d., Forpi we cleped him 
fader for pat he us feide here. c1z00 Ormin 11501 Forr 
manness bodi3 fe3edd iss Off fowwre kinne shaffte. dz. 
11523 3iff pu fezesst preo wibp pbreo Pa findesst tu per 
sexe. a@1225 Ancr. R. 78 Vordi ueied Isaie hope & silence 
bode togederes. /d7d. 396 Ure Louerd .. to-tweamede his 
soule urom his bodie vorto ueien ure bode togederes. 

+b. ? To fit, furnish wth. Obs. 

c1205 Lay. 649 He lette makien enne dic.. & feiede heo 

mid pornen. 
+e. To fay upon long: to fix at a distant point 
(in time) ; to postpone. Ods. 

c1400 Desty. Troy 5616 The ferrer pat we fay our fare 
opon longe, The more we procure our payne. 

+2 intr. To suit; to match with. Obs. 

c1300 Agst. Pride Ladies in Pol. Songs (Camden) 154 
The bout and the barbet wyth frountel shule fe3e. 

b. U.S. Of a coat: To fit. Zo fay zz: to fit 
into its place; also ¢vans. to fill up (a gap), 

1866 LoweELt Biglow P. Poems 1890 II. 374 ‘Ther’ ’s gaps 
our lives can’t never fay in. 1868 Mrs. Wuitney P. Strong 
xi. (1869) 128 One of the things that fayed right in, 1889 
Farmer Americanisms, ‘Your coat fays well,’ 

3. To suit, do, go on favourably, succeed. Ods. 
exc. dial. 

c1300 Beket 658 That ne vieth nothing. ¢x425 Seven 
Sag. 2981 (P.) That may nou3t fye And he se the with hys 
eye..He wyl knowe the anoon righte, 1542 UpaLt Aras. 
Afpoph. 11. 336b, This waye it will not frame ne faie, ‘There- 
fore must we proue another waye, 1863 Barnes Dorset 
Gloss., ‘Things dont fay as I should wish em.’ 1886'T. Harpy 
Mayor of Casterbridge xx, It came to pass that for ‘fay’ she 
said ‘ succeed’, 

4. Ship-building, etc. [Special uses of 1, 2.] a. 
trans. ‘Yo fit (a piece of timber) closely and ac- 
curately o (another), b. zz¢r. Of the timber; To 
fit close, so as to leave no intervening space. 

a. 1754 M. Murray Shipbuilding 188 Fay .. to fitt two 
pieces of wood so as to join close together. The plank is 
said to fay to the timbers when it bears, or lies close to all 
the timbers, 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) Civ b, The 
wing-transom ..is fayed across the stern-post, and bolted 
to the head of it. 1775 Fatcx Day's Diving Vessel 5 ‘Two- 











FAYETTISM. 


inch planks..were fayed and nailed to all the timber of the 
external frame. 1867 in SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk. 

b. 1794 Rigging & Seamanship 1. 23 The mast where it 
fays is paid over with soft tar. cx1850 Rudim. Navig. 
(Weale) 102 The butts are rabbeted, and must fay close. 
1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Vhe plank is said to fay to 
the timbers, when it lies so close to them that there shall be 
no perceptible space between them. 

Hence Fayed /f/. a.; Fay‘ing vd/. sd., the 
action of the vb. Fay1!; also attrib. 

1748 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass, 1. 133 The House 
was. .built of Logs of Wood laid one on the other, with two 
Sides plain or fayed, that they might be the closer, _c12z00 
Trin. Coll. Hom. 25 Swo digeliche hit al dihte bat on 
elch feinge is hem on sene. a@1225 Ancr. RX. 78 Pis is nu 
pe reisun of pe veiunge. 1858 Simmonps Jct. Trade, 
Faying in’ maritime phraseology, the union of two pieces so 
close that no intervening space occurs, 1869 Sir EB. J. 
Reep S2ipbuild. x. 193 The rivet-holes shall be punched 
from the faying surfaces. /é7d. xvii. 338 Care being taken 
to punch from the faying-side. 

Fay, feigh (fe'),v.2 Forms: 3 fen, feien, 
fegen, fezen, 4-5 fyen, 6 fie, 7 fea, 7-8 fee, 4, 
7-9 fey, 7-9 feigh, fay. [a. ON. /#s7a to cleanse, 
polish:—OTeut. type */@g7an. ON. had also a 
synonymous parallel derivative from same root, 
jiga (=MDu. vdgen:—OTeut. type */#gdjan) 
whence the Eng. Fow v. The ON. words appear 
to be related by ablaut to Du. vegex, MHG. vegen, 
mod.G, fegen, to polish, clean, sweep. 

In South Yorkshire it rimes with wefg/ (wgi), not with 
day, way, say (dé, we, s2); perh. the best spelling is 7e7gh.] 

trans. ‘Yo clean, cleanse, polish; to clear away 
(filth, etc.). Now only dza/. in specific applica- 
tions: To clean out (a ditch, pond); to pare 
away (surface soil); to clean (seed); to winnow 
(corn). 

c1205 Lay. 7957 Heo..fa3zeden heoren wepnen, /d/d. 
8057 Pe king .. hehten [?hehte] heom alle .. feeien heore 
steden. c1220 Bestiary 210 Fe3 de Sus of Bi brest filde. 
€ 1350 in Archxologia XXX. 353 Pis drinke xal fyen fro pi 
herte Glet & rewme. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 1114 He feyed 
his fysnamye with his foule hondez. 1573 ‘Tusser Husé. 
(1878) 54 At midnight trie foule priuies to fie. /ézd. 133 
Choised seede to be picked and trimlie well fide. 1600 
Ho .ianp Livy xxi, xxxvii. (1609) 414 Such a deale of snow 
there was to be digged, faied, and thrown out, 1621 
Burton Anat. Mel.1. ii. 1v. vi, To empty jakes, fay channels, 
carry out durt [etc]. 1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 4 
Oates threshed and feyed. /ézd. 52 Fey up dursed corne, 
and lye strawe on the floores. 1674 Ray WV. C. Words, 
Fee, to winnow. Fey, Feigh, to do any thing notably. To 
fey meadows is to cleanse them ; to fey a pond, to empty it. 
1704 in Picton L’foold Munic. Rec. (1886) 1. 59 Hee has 
already fey’d and ring'd y® seller and enclosed a garden. 
1796 Prcce Anonym. (1809) 91 V0 fee, or to feigh, as they 
speak in Derbyshire, is to cleanse ; so ¢0_/ee ot is to cleanse 
out. 1813 CuLttum //ist, Hawsted § Hardwick Gloss., 
To fay or fey a pond or ditch, to clean by throwing the 
mud out of it. 1864 F. Grevitte in ze/d 29 Oct., The 
pond had not been cleaned out, (or as we say in Norfolk, 
fyed out).. for fifty-five years. 1876 MWid-YVorksh Gloss., 
‘Fey that hedge bottom out.’ 1876 IVAitby Gloss., Fay, to 
fan, to winnow with the natural wind, 1887 S. Cheshire 
Gloss., Fee to remove the surface soil, e, g. to obtain marl, 
sand, &c. re é 

Hence Fay'‘ing v0/. sb.; used aftrzd. in faying- 
cloth, ? a winnowing cloth. 

1641 Best Farm. §& Acct. Bks. (Surtees) § 2, 115 An old 
coverlette..and a feyinge cloth for to lye upon them, 

+ Fay, v.3 Obs. In 3 feahen, feajen. [Only 
in southern ME, ; a Scandinavian origin is therefore 
unlikely, so that the word can hardly be identified 
with prec.; the sense also differs. Perh. repr. 
OE. fézan (‘fehit pingit’ Epinal Gl.; cf. afegan 
to depict), f. #4 coloured, Faw.] ¢rans. ? To 
adorn. 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 58 Al 3et pet falled to hire [pet pe feazed 
hire C.J. ¢1230 Hali Meid. 45 Feahe pi meidenhad wid 
alle gode beawes. 

Hence Fay-ing v0/. sd. 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 43 Nis ha nawt in clades ne in fea- 
hunge ute wid. 

Fay, obs. form of For. 

Fay, obs. var. of Fey a., fated to die. 

Fayalite (fétaloit). Mn. [Named by Gmelin 
in 1840 after. Faya/, one of the Azores; see -1TE.] 
A silicate of iron and other bases, found in Fayal 


and elsewhere. 

1844 Dana J7/in. 586 Fayalite of Gmelin, from the Azores. 
1879 RutLey Stud. Rocks xiii. 263 A mineral which, in 
chemical composition, is allied to the iron-olivine, fayalite. 

Fayd, var. of FapE v.2 to suit ; in quot, zr. 

14.. Wedding of Sir Gawain 214 in Furniy. Percy Folio 
I, 109 ‘ Thys may nott fayd’, said Gawen, 

Fayence, var. of F ATENCE. 

+Fay'er. Ods. exc, dial, Also Fowar, ff, 
Fay v.4+-ER1.] One who cleanses. 

1611 Cotar., Escureur..a scowrer, cleanser ; feyer. Jdid, 
s.v. /t-, Maistre fifi. feyer of priuies. ; 

Fayettism (fé'etiz’'m). [ad. F. Fayettisme, f. 
(La) Fayette: see -1sM.] The doctrine and practice 
of the followers of La Fayette. 

1793 Burke Policy of Allies Wks. VII.138 Fayetteism, 
Condorcetism, Monarchism, or Democratism. 1794 ABBE 
Barruet //ist. Clergy during French Rev. (1795) 227 All 
the known friends of Fayettism, 1848 W. H. Kecty tr. 
L. Blanc’s Hist. Ten Y, 1.313 Unhappy men immolated on 
pretence of Fayétism, 


FAYFUL. 


+ Fay‘ful, 2. O0s.—° [f. Fay sd.l + -run.J= 
Farrurunt., Hence + Fay‘fully adv., in a faithful 
manner. a. Loyally. b. Reliably. 

2a 1400 Morte Arth, 1715 Thay hafe the furthe forsette alle 
of be faire watyre, That fayfully of force feghte us byhowys. 
1426 AupEeLay Poems 10 Fayfully wrytyn in hole wryt. 


Fay-land (fétlend). [f. Fay 56.24 Lanp 50.] 
The land of the fays, fairy-land. 


1870 Morris Harthly Par. I, 1. 622 For some green 
summer of the fay-land light Tripping she went. 


Fayler, -or, obs, forms of FAILURE. 

+ Fayles. Os. [The writer of Laudus Angli- 
corum (see quot. ¢ 1330) connects the word with 
Fain v. ; the game being usually decided by the 
failure of one of the players to make a throw that 
would enable him to move, Godef. has two 
examples of the OF. phrase jouer a la faille, 
which, though figurative, may contain an allusion 
to this game.] An obsolete form of Back-gammon, 

e1330 Ludus Anglicorumin Royal MS, 13. A. xviii. 158 a, 
Kst et alius ludus qui vocatur Faylys. [The game is described 


at length.] 1598 B Jonson Zv. Alan in Hum. ui. iii, Heel 
play at Fayles, and Tick-tack. 

+ Fayllard, @. (quasi-sd.) Obs. rare. [2 AF. 
f. Fr. fatlr: see Fain v. Cf. Fr. babzllard, etc.] 
That fails or offends ; offending, delinquent. 

e1310 in Kel. Ant. 1.145 Ne wily lufe na clere fayllard. 

Fayme, Fayn(e, obs. ff. Famp, Fatn, Frian. 

Faynd, v. Sc. Obs.: see FAND. 

Fayre, obs. f. Farr, Farr. 

Fayrey, -ie, -y(e, obs. ff. Farry. 

Fayssyon, obs. form of FAsHrIon. 

Fayt(te, obs. form of Frat. 

Fayte(n, Fayth(e, Fayto(u)r : see Farr-. 

Fayver, obs. form of Favour. 

+ Fa‘zart, sd. (a.) Obs. Sc. Also 6 faizard, 
fasert. [Of unknown etymology; according to 
Jamieson faizard is used in some parts for a herma- 
phrodite fowl.] 

1. A coward, dastard. 

1597 MontGomeEriE Cherrie § Slae 377 To fazarts, hard 
hazarts Is deid or they cumthair. 7d. 632 3on faizardis 
durst not..Clim vp the craig. 

2. attrib. or adj. Cowardly, dastardly. 

1508 Kennepy /lyting w. Dunbar 517 Fowmart, fasert, 
fostirit in filth and fen. 

Faze (f2'z), v. U.S. trans. To discompose, 
disturb. Cf. Fruzn v. 

1890 Dialect Notes (Boston, U.S.A.) Notes from Louisiana 
m1. 70 ‘ You didn’t faze him’= you did not disturb him, 1890 


Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 22 July, This blow, altho’ a fearful 
one, did not ‘faze’ me. 

Faze, obs. var, FEAZE v, 

|| Fazenda (fazenda). Also fazende. [Pg. 
fazenda=Sp. hacienda.| An estate or large farm, 
Also the home-stead belonging thereto. 

1825 A. Catpcieucu 7rav. S, Amer, II, xvii. 185 The few 
fazendas in the neighbourhood were..occupied in pressing 
the sugar cane. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. ii. (1873) 24 On 
such fazéndas as these the slaves pass happy lives. 1846 
G. Garpner Trav. Brasil 522 'The Fazenda of Padre 
Correa is situated in a hollow surrounded by bare hills, 


|| Fazendeiro (fazendeiro). In quot. fazendero. 
[Pg.; f. fazenda (see prec.).] One who owns or 
occupies a fazenda. 

1825 A. CatpcteuGu Trav. S, Amer. IT. xvii. 243 Few 
fazenderos used the same piece of land for more than two 
consecutive years, 


Fazle, var. of Fasren v, Ods. to ravel, 

Fazoun, obs. form of Fasaton. 

Fe, obs. form of Fr, 

Feaberry (frbéri, febéri), dial, Forms: a. 
6 feaberric, 7, 9 fe-, 9 fa-, fae-, fayberry, 7— 
feaberry. £8. 7-9 //. feab(e)s, 9 fabes, fapes, 
feaps. y. p/. 7 thebes, thepes, 9 thapes. 
[Possibly corruption of *¢heve berry, f. ME. THEVE 
:—OE. Adve prickly shrub (in Aé/e-form) + BERRY ; 
the shortened form ¢hebes appears to preserve the 
original initial. Cf. DAyBerRy (perh, a variant).] 

A gooseberry; in Norfolk applied only to the 
unripe fruit (Forby), Also attrib, 


1597 GerarDe //erbal 1143 In English Gooseberrie, - 


Gooseberrie bush, and Feaberrie Bush in Cheshire, my 
natiue countrie, 1611 Cotcr., Grozselles, gooseberries ; 
thornberries ; fea-berries, 1615 Marxuam Lng. Housew. 
1660) 76 The best sauce for green Geese is the juyce of 
Sorrel and Suger mixt together with a few scalded 
Feberries. 1674 Ray S. & &. C. Words 65 Feabes or 
Feaberries ; Gooseberries, Suff. Thebes in Norfolk. 1706 
Puitures (ed, Kersey), Heabs or Mea-berries, a Country- 
Word for Goose-berries. @ 1825 Forsy Voc. E, Anglia, 
apes s, p\. gooseberries. Variously called also feafs, feads, 
Jabes and thafes; all abbreviations of feaberries..On that 
day [the Guild-day] a fape-tart is an indispensable regale 
at every table. 1855 E., Waucu Lance. Life (1857) 104 
‘ Bayberry cake’.,or such like homely buttery-stuff. 


Feable, obs. f. FresBue; and var, of F1aBE, Ods. 
Fead, Feadary, obs. Sc. ff. Frup 53,2, Frupary. 
Feague (f7g), sb. dial, Also 7 feak, [Cf. 
Du. feeks of same meaning, referred by native 
etymologists to the vb. wegen (see FEAGUE v.). 
Also cf, ME, Vucxn.] (See quot. 1781.) 

Vou, IV, 
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1664 Born Poems 134 Three female idle feaks who long’d 
for pig’s head. 178 Hurron Tour to Caves Gloss., Feague, 
a dirty, sluttish, idle person, 1869 in Lonsdale Gloss. 

+ Feague, s/.2 Obs. rare—. [?f. Fuacun v.] 
In phr. by fits and feags =‘ by fits and starts’. 

1600 Apnot Lx. Yonah 171% Neither that we apprehend 
grace, by fits or feags as we are urged by any present thing. 

+Feague, v. Ols. Also 7 fegue, 8 feag. 
[Prob., as suggested in Bailey 1721, this and the 
earlier recorded variant FrAK v.! (and the later 
FAKE v.) are ad, Ger. fegez lit. to polish, furbish, 
sweep (for the jocular applications see Grimm 
s.v.), or the equivalent Du. wegen. But there 
may be mixture of a native word; cf. FEAK v.3] 

lL. trans. To beat, whip. Also fig. 

(1589-1598: ?Implied in Bumreace.] 1668 E1HEerepGE 
She Would tf she Could w. ii, Let us even gq. into 
an arbour, and then feague Mr. Rakehell. 168x Orway 
Soldier's Fort. v, Curs, keep off from snapping at my 
heels, or I shall so feague ye, 1691 Rabshakeh Vapulans 5 
Well—on my Faith, he feagues these Black-coat Sparks. 
1721-1800 Baitry, Heag, to beat with Rods, to whip. 

2. To ‘do for’, ‘settle the business ef’; = 
FAKE v. 

1668 Ernerepce She Would if she Could m. iii, Oh my 
little rogue..how I will turn, and wind, and fegue thy 
body [ina dance]! Jé7d., Tis with a bottle we fegue her. 
1671 Crowne ¥2diana 1, | hope the Cardinal will feage ’um 
all, 1672 WycuerLey Love 7x Wood 1. i, Sly intrigue, That 
must at length the jilting widow fegue. 1690 D’Urrry 
Collin’s Walk London. 6 Had not th’ Times his honour 
fegu'’d. did, 1. 84 When Catalinea league Had made, the 
Senators to fegue. 

b. (See guot.) Cf. FAKE v. 

1785 Grose Class. Dict. s.v., To feague a horse, to put 
ginger up a horse’s fundament, to make him lively and 
carry his tail well. ; 

3. To feague away: to set in motion briskly. 
Also fig. To agitate (a point) in one’s thoughts. 
Also, Zo feague it away; to work at full stretch. 
(Cf. Zo fake away.) 

1671 SHADWELL //20urist 11, Come in..and fegue your 
violins away, fa, la, la, la, 1672 Vittrers (Dk. Buckhm.) 
Rehearsal (1714) 55 When a knotty point comes, I lay my 
head close to it..and then I fegue it away i’ faith. 1691 
SHADWELL Scowrers mi. ili, Come out.. Vl feague thee 
[partner in a dance] away. 1829 Scotr 7x2. (1890) II. 240 
From that hour [three] till ten.. I was feaguing it away. 

+Feaguer. Os. [f. prec. in unrecorded sense 
=FAKE v.; cf. FAkER.] See quot. 

1610 Row anps J7, Mark-all Ciij, A Feager of Loges, 
one that beggeth with false passes or counterfeit writings, 

Feak (fk), sd. [Perh. related to Frax v3; 
possibly a sing. inferred from feax, Fax, mistaken 
fora pl.] A dangling curl of hair. 

1848 Tuomas /tal. Gram., Ciocca, a feake, or quantitie 
of heare. 1398 Marston Pygmmad, Sat. i. 138 He that..Can 
dally with his Mistres dangling feake, And wish that he were 
it, 1600 App. Asnor ZZ. Fouah. 593 It doth not become 
thee to go with such feakes and lockes. 1650 BULWER 
Anthropomet. ii. (1653) 72 If anything be lopped off their 
feaks or foretops. 

+ Feak, v.! Obs. 
To beat, to thrash. 

1652 J. Hevwoop Prov, § Epigr. (1867) 117 The foole 
was feakt for this. j i 

Hence Fea‘king v0/. sb. ; in quot. attrzd. 

1601 Cornwattyes “ss, xxiv, Being without his feaking 
sticke, he is without himselfe. 

Feak (zk), v.2 Falconry, Cf. Fuat vy, 2. [ad. 
Ger. fegen to cleanse, sweep.] a. zztr. Of a hawk: 
To wipe the beak after feeding. b. zvans. To 
wipe (the beak); also, to wipe the beak of. 

61575 Perfect Bk. Kepinge Sparhawkes (ed. Harting 1886) 
19 Lhey must..haue tyme to feake, 1618 LatHam and Bk, 
Falconry 146 When she hath fed, feaked, and reioyced. 
1686 Brome Gentl. Recreat, 1. 48 When she [your Hawk] 
hath Fed, say she Feaketh her Beak and not wipeth it. 
1852 R. F. Burton Falconry in Valley Indus iii, 28, 
I..gently pulled her off the pelf, feaked and hooded her, 

Feaki (fzk), v.8 dial. Alsogfeek. [Cf Frxuyz, 
and ON. /fyitka to drift, fly away, and its causative 
Jeyka to blow, drive away, to rush.] 

1. trans. To twitch, jerk, pull smartly. 

1848 ‘Tuomas J¢al, Gram., Dichiomare..to feake the 
heare awaie. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh, Word-bh., 
‘TI know w’en our Maister’s in a bad’umour, fur e’ al’ays 
feaks 'is wescut down.’ 

2. intr. (See quots.) 

1775 Asn, Feake (vy. int. in the Scotch dialect), to flutter, 
to be officiously busy, to be idle, 1811 JV. Riding Gloss., 
Freak, to fidget, to be restless or busied about trifles. 1878 
Cumbrid. Gloss., Feek, to be uneasy or anxious, 

+ Feral, sd. Sc. Obs. -Also 6 feeall, feall, 7 
fiell. [In sense 1 perh, originally a subst. use of 
next adj., with the sense ‘one who owes fealty’ ; 
but it appears to have been interpreted as if f. 
Fen 50.2 or v. +-At, and this derivation prob. gave 
rise to the other senses. Cf. OF. feal pertaining 
to a fief (f. feat and med.L. fealiter (Du 
Cange) =feodaliter ‘ by feudal law’.] 

1, a. A feudal tenant, vassal, liegeman. b. A 
servant ‘ feed’ or hired for a term. 

a@ 15372 Knox Hist, Refi Wks. (1846) I. 123 The Cardi- 
nallis baner was that day displayed, and all his feeallis 
war charged to be under it. ¢ 1575 Balfour's Practicks 
(1754) 127 All tenentis ., haldand landis of ane Baron, 


[var. of FEAcuE v.] ¢rans. 











FEALTY. 


sould swear..that thay sall be leill fealis to him, 1663 
Sratpinc 1youb, Chas. I (1851) IL 280 Commanding all 
prenteissis, seruandis, fiellis, not to change their maisteris, 

2. The condition of being held in fee. 

1478 Acts Lords of Council (1839) 10 Pe persones that has 
the landis in the Levenax in feale of be lord Glammys. 
1630-56 Sir R. Gorpon /ist. Earls Sutherld. (1813) 253 
John Gray of Skibo had the lands of Ardinch in fiall from 
John..Earle of Sowtherland. 

3. A payment due to the lord of the fee; also 
gen. a periodical payment, stipend, pension. 

1543 Sc. Acts QO. Mary (1814) 4309/1 To gidder with he 
fealis of be chantorie and denrie of Glasgw..pertenying to 
pe said lord for his fee. 1581 Sc. Acts Fas. VI (1814) 245 
Exceptand..the gift and feall grantit by ws till..Gilbert 
Prymrois..for all the dayis of his lyf. 1607 Jas. VI AZS, 
Let, to Ld, Scone (Jam.), There being a particular yeirlye 
feall appointed to him for the discharge of the said office. 

attrib, 1881 Sc. Acts Yas. VI (1814) 236 The saidis 
abbot and convent ar nocht able to pay the feall thride 
of the said abbay according to the first assumptioun. 

Feal (f7l), a. arch. [a. OF. feal, altered form 
(by substitution of suffix: see -aL) of feez/:—L, 
fidelem faithful, f. fides faith.] Faithful, firm in 
allegiance, constant. 

1568 A. Scorr in Bannatyne Poems 251 Prent the wordis 
..Quhilkis ar nocht skar, to bar on far frae bowrdis, Bot 
leale, bot feale, may haell, avaell thy Grace. c¢ 1875 
Balfour's Practicks (754) 243 Ane tenent..sould..say.. 
Hear ze, my Lord, I sall be leill and feal to zou. 1603 

. SAVILE Salut. Poem Fas. I in Arb. Garner V. 636 

rance, and froward Ireland..Are feal subjects to your 
royal hand. 1706 Puitwirs (ed. Kersey), “eaZ, the Tenants 
by Knights-Service us’d to swear to their Lord to be Feal 
and Leal, i.e. Faithful and Loyal. 1814 Scorr Wav. xix, 
His right feal, trusty, and well-beloved cousin, 1827 — 
Frit. (890) II, 15 My old and feal friend James. 

Feal (71), v. north. dial. Also 4-5 fele. [A 
northern and north midland word, a. ON. fe/a to 
hide, also to commit, commend = Goth. fi/hanz to 
hide, bury :—OTeut. */e/ham, str. vb. (pret. falh-, 
pa. pple. *folgano-). In ME. and mod. dialects 
always conjugated weak. 

App. equivalent in form, though the relation in sense is 
obscure, are OE. féolan (fealh, folgen) to stick fast, to reach, 
attain, OHG. fedahax to put together. The compound vb, 
OE. 67-/éolan to entrust, commit, command, corresponds in 
form and sense to OFris. 47/e//a, OS. bifelhan (Du. bevelen), 
OHG, bifelahan (MHG, bevelhen, mod.G, befehlen).| 

trans. Yo hide, conceal, 

¢ 1325 Metr. Hom. 3 In al thing es he nouht lele That 
Godes gift fra man will fele [printed see]. /dzd. 12 For 
his [Christ’s] Godhed in fleis was felid Als hok in bait. 
2a 1400 Morte Arth. 3237 Thurghe that foreste I flede 
.. ffor to fele me for ferde of tha foule thyngez. c 1460 
Towneley Myst. 67 My counsellars so..No wyt from me 
ye fele. 1570 Levins AZanip. 207/30 To Feale, velare, 
abscondere, 1664 Flodden F, vu. 1899 The smothering 
smoak the light so feald, That neither Army other saw. 
1674 Ray NV. C. Words (1691) 17 He that feals can find. 
1721-1800 in Baitey, 1873 in Swadledale Gloss. 

Feal, var. of Fain sd.1,q.v. Chiefly in the law- 
phrase “eal and Divot ; see Divot. 

Feald. dal. [?var. of Foun; cf. Fap, Fawn. ] 
A bundle of straw. 

?14.. Carle of Carlile 239 in Sir Gawayne (1839) 264 Had 
itt not beene for a feald of straw Kayes backe had gone in 2, 

Feale, obs. form of FEEL. 

Fealty (fz-alti). Forms: 4-6 feaute, (5 feauty, 
6 feautie), 4-5 feute(e, 4-6 fewt(e(e, (5 fewthe, 
fewtye), 4-7 fealtie, -ye, (5 fealtee, feaulte, 6 
-ie), 6- fealty. [ad. OF. feaute, feaulte, fealte= 
Pr. fealtad, fedeltat:—L. fidelitat-em, {. fidélis 
faithful, f. fides F arrH.]} 

1. The obligation of fidelity on the part of a 
feudal tenant or vassal to his lord. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 427 Schir byschop. .Gyff thow wald 
kep thi fewte Thou maid nane sic speking tome. c¢ 1460 
J. Russert Bk. Nurture 1204 pey haue knowleche of hom- 
ages, seruice, and fewte. 1887 FLeminc Contnx. Holinshed 
III. 1362/r From all debt or dutie of fealtie. 1593 Suaks. 
Rich. II, v. ii. 45, 1 am..pledge for his. .fealtie to the new- 
made King. 1768 BLacksronr Covi. 1. 367 ‘This obliga- 
tion on the part of the vasal was called his /édeli/as or 
fealty. 1814 Scorr Ld. of Jsles mm. viii, Each bent the 
knee To Bruce in sign of fealty, 1842 TENNYSON JJorte 
D’ Arthur 75 Not rendering true answer, as beseem’d 
Thy féalty. as Pet ge: 

2. The recognition of this obligation (see quot. 
1635). Also f/. Frequent in phrases 70 do, 


make, receive, swear, etc. fealty. 

c 1300 K, Adis, 2911 Alle heo duden him feuté. c 1330 
R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 3 Ine toke his feaute of alle pat 
lond helde. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 95 To 
whom [Swane] be men..pat dwelled at pe norp side of 
Watlyng strete gefen ostage and sworen feutee, c¢ 1400 
Vwaine § Gaw. 3762 Sho sal hald hir land of the, And to 
the tharfor mak fewte. 1475 Bh. Noblesse 38 Prince 
Edwarde .. received theire homages and feutees..in the 
name of King Edwarde .iij'. c 1489 Caxton Sones of Ay- 
mon xxvi. 571 ‘Vhey of the londe receyved him to be their 
lorde & made to him fewt & homage. 1523 Fitzners. Surv. 
12 These tenauntes maye holde their landes by .. fealtie. 
1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIIT, c. 20 § 5 Making. .othe & feautie 
only to the kinges maiestie. 1614 Rateicn fist, World 
i. 416 Solomon..received fealtie of all the Princes and 
People of the Land. a 1626 Bacon Max, § Uses Com. 
Law (1635) 32 Fealty is to take an oath upon a book, that 
hee will bee a faithfull Tenant to the King, 1682 Burner 
Rights Princes v. 149 The Bishops were also obliged to 
swear fealty to the Prince, 1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. (1864) 
IV. vit. ii, 58 Where there was no fealty there a no 

al 


FEAR. 


treason. 1862 Lp. Broucuam Brit. Const, xi. 146 The 
vassal swore to his baron fealty absolutely. 

attrib, 1851 Sir F. Parcrave Norm. & Lung. 1. 359 
Henceforward, though Lotharius Imperator might appear 
in Charter or Diploma and the fealty-form be preserved to 
him, his sovereignty in Italy was gone. 

3. transf. and fig. 

¢ 1530 Hickscorner in Hazl. Dodsley 1. 173 We all to him 
(God] owe fealty and service. a@ 1536 Calisto §& Melibza 
ibid. I.54 The more to God ought I to do fealty. 1591 Saks. 
Two Gent, 1. iv. 91 Be-like that now she hath enfranchis’d 
them Vpon some other pawne for fealty. 1667 Mi_ton 
P. L. 1. 204 Man disobeying Disloyal breaks his feiltie. 
1681-6 J. Scorr Chr. Life (1747) 111. 276 The Church. .makes 
a visible Profession of fealty to him. 1717 E. Fenton Homer 
Odyss. x1. in Poems 94 Studious to win your Consort, and 
seduce Her from eats Fealty to Joys impure. 1866 
Fetton Anc. & Mod. Gr. 1. v. 82 The most advanced minds 
acknowledged their fealty to the old master [Homer]. 

Feam, Sc. var. of Foam, 

Feamality : see Frm-. 

Feance, obs. form of FIANTS. 

Feane, obs. var. of FEIGN. 

Fear (fix), sd. Forms: 1 fer, fér, 3-6 fere, 
3 fer, 4-5 feer(e, 6 Sc. feir, 5-7 feare, 7— fear. 
Also 2, 5 fore. [OE. fer (the rare southern ME. 
fore may represent a variant */ir; cf. swdr =szver) 
str. masc., sudden calamity, danger, corresponds to 
OS. fér ambush (MDu. vaer), and except for the 
difference of declension to MDu. wére fem, fear 
(cf. mod,Du, gevaar neut, danger), OHG. fdra fem. 
ambush, stratagem, danger (MHG. vére ; cf. MHG. 
gevére fem. and neut., mod.G. gefahr fem.), ON. 
fir neut. misfortune, plague; the sb, :—OTeut. 
Yfitro-2, fro(m, frd) is not recorded in Goth., 
which however has the derivative /év7a lier in 


wait. 

The base /ér- (:— pre-Teut. £27-) is prob. one of the 
ablaut forms of the Aryan root fer to go through (see 
Fare v.!), but the genesis of the sense is not clear; the 
current comparison with Gr. metpa, L. pericudum trial, 
attempt, risk, seems to be misleading.] 

+1. In OE.: A sudden and terrible event ; peril. 

Beowulf 1068 Hie se feer bezeat. a 1000 Cxdmon’s /xod. 
452 (Gr.) Weron Egypte eft oncyrde, flugon forhtizende, 
fer onzeton. ‘ 

2. The emotion of pain or uneasiness caused by 
the sense of impending danger, or by the prospect 
of some possible evil. . 

Now the general term for all degrees of the emotion; in 
early use applied to its more violent extremes, now denoted 
by alarm, terror, fright, dread, In 14th c. sometimes 
pleonastically dread and fear. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 97 Hi..wid-utan fore godes blisse 
bodedan. cx12z90 S, Eng. Leg. I. 82/15 He ne bi-lefte for 
no fere. ¢1340 Cursor AZ. 2914 (Trin.) Into pe felde he 
drou3e for feer. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xii. xxxiv. 
(1495) 434 The ostryche maye not see the horse wythout 
fere. ¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxxi. r40 Fals hert myght 
no3t bere be grete drede and fere pat pai had. 1490 Caxton 
Eneydos xv. 61 O Jupyter, hast thou. .determyned..to gyue 
vs tremoure and feere. 1562 J. Heywoop Pov. § Zpigr. 
(1867) 9 Feare may force a man to cast beyonde the moone. 
1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. 17 He .. may..without 
al feir say [etc.]. 16rz Biste “a. xv. 16 Feare and dread 
shall fall vpon them. 1671 Mitton ?. 2. 111. 206 Where no 
hope is left, is left no fear. 1725 Watts Logic 1. vi. § 12 
We are in Danger of it [Passion], it raises our fear. 1776 
Giston Dec. & /. 1. 303 Fear has been the original parent 
of superstition. 1809-10 CoLermpGe /rtend (1865) 107 
A contract .. might be entered into through fear. 1875 
Mannine Mission (7. Ghost x, 265 Fear without fortitude 
degenerates into timidity. 

b. personified. 

1890 SPENSER /, Q, 111. xii. 12 Next him was Feare, all 
arm’d from top to toe, @a1650 May Old Couple ui. (1658) 13 
Then fear steps in, and tells me [etc.]. 1747 Cottins Ode 
Passions 17 First Fear his hand.. Amid the chords bewilder’d 
laid. 1817 CoLeripce Poems 69 Pale Fear Haunted by 
ghastlier shapings. 

e. An instance of the emotion; a particular 
apprehension of some future evil. 

a1616 Beaum., & FL, Avt.of Malta u. v, Tender, and full 
of fears, our blushing sex is. ryor Dr For T7we-born Eng. 2 
With needless Fears the. . Nation fill. 1874 Mortey Compvro- 
mise (1886) 36 ‘The old hopes have grown pale, the old 
fears dim, 1879 Miss Brappon Clov, Hoot ix, You need 
have no such fear. 

d. A state of alarm or dread. Chiefly in phrase 
in fear; also, + To put in (a) fear, to fall into fear. 

1297 R. Grouc, (1724) 402 Po pe Saracens yt yseye, hii 
were somdel in fere. 1535 CoverpaLe Lsther xiv. 19 
Delyuer me out of my feare. 1581 Prrtir Guazzo's Civ. 
Conv. i. (1586) 159 b, They .. make it a sport to put their 
children in feare. 1623 Bincuam Xenophon 13 They, and 
Menon himselfe, were put in a feare, 1653 Hotcrorr 
Procopius 1.17 The Barbarians. .fell into feare and disorder, 
1691 tr. Emilianne’s Frauds Romish Monks 390 She con- 
tinued..in deadly fears.1736 Butter Azad. 1. iii, This 
state of fear being itself often a very considerable punish- 
ment, 1771 Mrs. Grirritus tr. Viaud's Shipwreck 200, 
I set out forthwith. .in fear and trembling, 

3. This emotion viewed with regard to an object ; 
the state of fearing (something), a. Apprehension 
or dread of something that will or may happen in 
the future. Const. of, 4o with zz; also with clause 
introduced by ¢hat or Zest. 

a1300 Body §& Soul 172 in ATap’s Poems (MS, Laud 108, 
fol. 200] Ne thorte us have frizt ne fer that God ne wolde 
his blisse us sent. 1538 Starkey Lvgland 1. ii. 43 He..for 
Fere of daungerys runnyth into a relygyous house. 1568 
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Grarton Chron. II. 355 They are ever in feare to lose that 
they have. 1647 Cuas. I Let. in Antiquary 1. 97 The 
feare of your being brought within the power of the army. 
1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. 1. 459 The. .king might. .with- 
out any fear of opposition from England, proceed to annex 
Brabant. 1884 AZauch. Exam. 20 May 5/2 The fears of 
a general crisis are passing away. 

b. esp. in phrase or fear, where in mod. use 
the sense of the sb. is often weakened ; thus for 
fear of =‘in order to avoid or prevent’; for fear 
that or lest (also collog. with ellipsis of the conj.) 
=" lest”, 

When /ar in these locutions is intended to have its full 
sense, through or frou is now usually substituted for for. 

1340 Cursor M, 1908 (Trin.) But 3itt bode he seuen 
dayes in rest For fere lest any damnyng brest. c1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxii. 481 Wene ye that I shall do 
that ye saye for fere of deth? 1583 Srusspes Anat. Abus. 
u. (1882) 95 To depart..In the time of plague. .for feare of 
infection. 1597 MonTGomERIE Cherrie § Slae 360, 1 was 
affrayd to mount sa hich, For feir to get ane fall. 1600 
Hottann Livy xiix. Epit. (1609) 1238 To depart out of 
those quarters..for feare to bee murdered. 1678 Trial of 
Treland, Pickering, & Grove in Howell St. 7 vials (1816) 
VII. 95 Grove would have had the bullets to be champt, 
for fear that [etc.]. 1693 DrypEen S¥uvenal x. 534 Must we 
not Wish, for fear of wishing Ill? 1749 Firtpinc To 
Fones xu. xi, It is good to be charitable to those sort of 
people, for fear what may happen. 1791 ‘G. GAmBapo* 
Ann. Horsem. ix, (1809) 104, 1, for fear of the worst, took 
to my heels. f 

ce. Apprehensive feeling towards anything re- 
garded as a source of danger, or towards a person 
regarded as able to inflict injury or punishment. 

1340-70 Alex. §& Dind. 346 We ne haue fere of no fon 
pat faren wip-oute. 1382 Wyctir Ge. ix. 2 And 30ure feer 
..be vpon alle the beestis of erthe. c1420 Chron. Vilod. 
3295 For pe grete fore [77ze-zvord euermore] Pe whyche he 
had po pere of pis virgyn Seynt Ede. ¢1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymion iii. 80 But he could do none otherwyse, 
for feere of Charlemayn. 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo's Africa 
11. 9 He stood in feare of the people of Tunis. 1841 Lane 
Arab. Nts. 1. 92, I have an enemy of whom I am in fear. 

d. A mingled feeling of dread and reverence 
towards God (formerly also, towards any rightful 
authority). 

Wyclif has always drede in this sense. The distinction 
between servile aud filial fear (see quot. 1860), in Lat. 
timor servilis, filialis, is stated (as already generally 
current) by Thomas Aquinas, Svzm7a 1. 11. xix. 

c1400 Solomon's Bh. Wisdom 42 Wite pi douttren with 
eye wel, bat pai haue of be fere. 1535 CoveRDALE Zcclus. 
ii. 6 Holde fast his feare, and growe therin. 1548-9 (Mar.) 
Bk. Com. Prayer 75 A perpetuall feare..of thy holy name. 
1599 SHAKS. AZuch Ado U. ili. 200 He.. vndertakes them 
with a most Christian-like feare. 1607 Hirron Js. I. 130 
There is a..slauish feare, and a sonlike feare. 1611 BIBLE 
Ps. cxi. 10 ‘The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wise- 
dome, 1729 Burier Serv. Wks. 1874 II. 82 He is. .under 
no other force..than the fear of God. 1851 Ruskin JVZod. 
Paint. V1. ut. 1. xiv. § 27 ‘That sacred dread of all offence 
to him, which is called the Fear of God. 1860 Pusry J7Zin. 
Proph. 598 Fear is twofold ; servile, whereby punishment, 
not fault, is dreaded ; filial, by which fault is feared, 1875 
MawnninG JZisston //. Ghost xi. 295 Holy fear is the be- 
ginning of the obedience of the Children of God. 

4.. Solicitude, anxiety for the safety of a person 
or thing. Also in phrase (for, 2) fear of one’s Life. 

1490 Caxton Exeydos xlix. 142 He lept in to one of the 
shippes. .for grete feer of his lyffe. 1580 Sipney Arcadia 
(1622) 68 Then care, not feare, or feare, not for themselues, 
altered .. the countenances of the,. Louers. 1611 Bisi_e 
2Macc.xv. 18 The. .principal feare, was for the holy Temple. 
1862. Sat. Rev. X1V. 5690/2 At a later period, when wandering, 
in fear of his life, over Italy [etc.]. 

5. In various objective senses. 

a. Ground or reason for alarm. Chiefly in 
phrase (there is) no fear; now often used as an 
exclamation. 

1535 CoverDALE Ps. liifi]. 5 They are afrayed, where no 
feare is. 1634 Massincer Very Woman im. i, Give him 
but sage and butter..And there’s no fear. 1699 W. Hacker 
Collect. Orig. Voy. 1. 7 No fear but they might get 2 or 3 
thousand Dollards per man. 1861 777es 25 May, ‘ Is there 
any fear, Captain?’ 1887 Monry Dutch Maiden (1888) 338 
He will never go hence. .no fear. 

+b. Intimidation. Ods. 

1426 in Szrtees Misc. (1890) 8 Witht oute distresse or fere 
done tohim, 

+e. Capability of inspiring fear, formidableness. 

r16or SHaxs. F202. C. 11. i, 190 There is no feare in him; let 
him not dye. 1654 Gopparp in /xtyod, Burton's Diary 
(1828) 1. 46 Our wars will have much more reputation and 
fear, when .. a whole nation will not consent to a war 
lightly. 

+d. An object of fear; something that is, or is 
to be, feared. In the Bible occas, by a Hebraism, 
the object of (a person’s) religious reverence, the 
God of (his) worship. 

1535 CovERDALE P7ov, x. 29 The waye of the Lorde .. is 
a feare for wicked doers. 1561 Daus tr. Budlinger on 
A foc. (1573) 204 Therfore let God be our feare. 1607 Hey- 
woop Woman killed Wks. 1874 Il. 100 ‘The rumor of this 
feare stretcht to my eares. 1611 BisLe Ge, xxxi. 53 Iacob 
sware by the feare of his father Isaac. — Prov. i. 26, I wil 
mocke when your feare commeth. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. 1x. 
285 His [Satan’s] fraud is then thy fear, 

6. Comb. a. objective with adj. as fearfree ; with 
pr. pple., as fear-inspiring ; b. instrumental with 
pa. pples., as fear-broken, -created, -depressed, 
+ fled, froze, -palsied, -pursued, -shaken, -shook, 
-smitlen, -spurred, -surprised, -tangled, -taught ; 
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fear-blast v., to blast (a person) with fear; fear- 
struck, -strucken, struck with or overwhelmed by 
fear; fear-worship, worship resulting from fear. 

1593 Nasur Four Lett. Confut. 74, 1 *fearblaste thee .. 
with the winde of my weapon. 1647 Futter Good Th, in 
Worse T. (1841) 106 Soldiers’ hearts might be *fear-broken 
by the score of their sins who were no soldiers, 1777 PorTpr_ 
LE schylus 190, Seven agst. Th., Is this a tale of *fear-created 
woe? 1897 DanieL Civ. Wars u. x, *Fear-depressed 
envie. 1611 SyLvesterR Du Bartas u. iv. ut. Schisme 
got Each man hies Vnto the tents of *fear-fled Enemies, 
@1679 Hart OrrERY Guzman 11 Cannot you give me another 
(charm] to make me*Fear-free? 179% E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 
1. 123 ‘he demon .. Springs o’er the *fear-froze crew with 
Harpy-claws. 1812 CrasBe Dib Orators Tales ame awe- 
compelling frown, and *fear-inspiring size, 1842 Sir A. DE 
Vere Song of Faith 252 *Fear-palsied, and his mind scarce 
half awake. 1798 SoTuesy tr. W7eland’s Oberon (1826) I. 53 
Nor ceas’d the wight to scamper, “fear-pursu’d. 1625 K. 
Lone tr. Barclay's Argenis v. xvi. 381 Then came Selenissas 
death .. into his *feare-shaken mind. a@1756 CoLLINS 
Ode on Highlands 119 His *fear-shook limbs have lost 
their youthful force. 1870 Bryant /ézad II. xvi. 190 
Idomeneus, *fear-smitten, lashed ‘The long-maned steeds, 
c 1626 Dick of Devon. v. in Bullen O/d PZ. 11, 42 Some of 
the *feare-spurrd villaines Were overturnd by slaughter in 
their flight. 1636 Massincer Bashf, Lover n. v, Let riot.. 
these thick woods give sanctuary to the *fear-struck hares. 
1776 Micke tr. Camoens’ Lusiad 53 ‘The Moors start, 
fear-struck, at the horrid sound. 1870 Bryant /éiad II. 
xx1. 282 Fear-struck, yet hoping to avoid the doom. 1613 
Drumm. or Hawrtu. Cypress Grove Wks. (1711) 124 Why 
shouldst thou be *fear-strucken..for thy parting from. .thy 
body. 1602 Suaxs. //amz. 1. ii, 203 He walkt, By their 
opprest and *feare-surprized eyes. 1870 Morris Larthly 
Par. I. 11. 149 His hope *fear-tangled .. bound his eyes 
full fast. 1649 G. Dante, 7rixarch., Hen. IV, ccxl, The 
*feare-taught Politicks Evade the Force, by yeilding to the 
Power. 1849 H. Mayo Truths Pop. Superst. vi. 85 Somnam- 
bulism..has had no*fear-worship. 1865 Proc. Amer. Phil. 
Soc. X.145 To learn the language of Fear-worship we must 
go back to the very beginning. . 

Fear (fier), v. Forms: 1 fran, 3 feren, 
Orm. feerenn, 3-6 fere, (4 fyre, 5 ferin, -yn, 
feyre), 3, 6 (Sc.) feir, 4-5 feer(e, 4-6 feare, 
(6 feair), 7 fare, 6- fear. [OE. fran (:—*ftrjan) 
wk. vb. to terrify, f. fx (see prec.) ; parallel deri- 
vatives in other Teut. langs., with senses varying 
according to those of the primary sb., are OS. 

férén to lie in wait; MDu. vaeren to fear ; OHG. 
Jérén, to plot against, to lie in wait, to endeavour 
after (MHG. vdven in same senses, also, rarely, to 
fear); ON. fra to taunt, slight.] 

I. 1. zvans. To inspire with fear; to frighten. 
Obs. exc. arch. or vulgar. 

c1ooo /ELrric Dew?, i. 18 Pa bodan us feerdon, ¢1200 
Ormin 675 He wile himm ferenn. a1225 Ancr. R. 230 
Auh heo neuede bo none leaue, bute one uort to offeren 
[v.o. fearen] him. 1340 Hamrote Px. Consc. 6429 For be 
mynde of pam myght men feer, c1400 Sowdone Bab. 59 
Here Bugles boldely for to blowe, ‘To fere the beestis, 1485 
Caxton St. Wenefr. 20, 1 sawe a vysyon whiche moche 
fered me. 1548 Hatt Chron, 166 Women in Fraunce to 
feare their yong children, would crye, the Talbot commeth. 
1593 SHAKS. 3 //en. VJ, Vv. ii. 2 Warwicke was a Bugge 
that fear’d vs all. 164x Maisterron Ser. 16 An old-wifes 
tale, fit for nothing but to fear fools. ¢ 1665 Roxb, Ball. 
VII. 524 Our King must have Seamen..most stout His 
enemies’ hearts for to fear. 1801 Macneity Poet. Wks. 
(1844) 46 If thy slumber’s sweet..no dangers can fear me. 
1820 Keats /sabel/a viii, I would not .. fear Thine eyes by 
gazing. 1872 Lever Lad. Kilgobbin xviii, Devil fear her! 

+b. Lt fears me: =Lam afraid. Ods. 

1503 Hawes Laan. Virt. Prol. 2 {t fereth me sore for to 
endyte. 1646 Burd. Issach. in Phenix (1708) II. 287 It 
feareth me besides, that God is punishing our present Sins. 
1813 Hoce Queen's Wake 67 It fearis me muckil ye haif 
seen Quhat good man never knew. 

2. With pregnant sense. 

+a. To drive away by fear, frighten away, scare 
(esp. birds or animals). Chiefly with away. Ods. 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 147 Eddres to sleyn & foules 

oute to fere is. 1504 Atkynson tr. De /itatione 111. xxvii, 
Fere away the euyll bestes. 1577 Norruprooke Dicing 
(1579) 45 b, If there were nothing else to feare them away 
from this play. 1603 SHaks. AZeas. for Mu. i. 2 A scar-crow 
.. to feare the Birds of prey. 1613 Dennys Secrets f 
Angling 11. in Arb. Garver I. 174 There some great fis 
doth fear the rest away. 1614 RAveicu (ist. World I. 1W. 
ii. § 7. 152 A Swallow flew about his head .. and could 
not be feared from him, @ 1631 Donne The Storm 52 Wks. 
1873 II. 5 Some..would seeme there, With hydeous gazinge, 
to feare away Feare, 

+b. To deter from a course of conduct, etc. 
Const. from; also occas. followed by ¢hat. . . not. 

¢€1380 Wyctir Wks, (1880) 109 (title) Speculum de Anti- 

christo, Hou anticrist & his clerkis feren trewe prestis fro 
prechynge of cristis gospel. 1393 LANGLAND P. P/. C. xvi. 
285 Eueriche busshope..sholde .. Feden hem [hus peple].. 
and fere hem fro synne. 1530 TinpALE Gen, Prol. Wks. I. 
399 The ensamples. .are written to fear the flesh, that we sin 
not. 1531 Friru Fudgm. Tracy 251 He doth. .fear us from 
putting any confidence in our own works. 1539 ‘TAVERNER 
Evrasm. Prov. (1552) 3 To feare hym that he .. shulde not 
prouoke S. Hierom, 1583 BapinGTon Commandm, (1588) 
135 Shall it not feare vs fees so foule a custome? a 16: 
T. Taytor God's Fudgem. 1.1. v. (1642) 184 Their example 
feared not the Cornishmen from rebelling. 

+c. To drive by fear 40, into. Obs. 

1563 Foxe A. § M, 788a, It should somwhat ponane them 
to be sene by werynes of pryson to feare him to if, 1646 

; ae Poems 1. 68 Nor will I.. Lillies feare Into a 

andise, 


FEAR. 


II. To feel fear ; to regard with fear. 

3. refi. (cf.1 b) To beafraid. ++ Formerly const. 
of. Now only arch, in phrase Z fear me. 

1393 GowER Conf. I. 294 (Fairfax MS.) So lowde his belle 
is runge .. That of be noise .. Men feeren hem .. Welmore 
pan pei don ofponder. 1530 Patscr. 547/2, I feared me al- 
wayes that it wolde be so. 1590 Martowr Zdw. //, u. iv, 
I fear me he is slain. 1608 S. Warp in Ab/, Ussher’s Lett. 
(1686) 26, I fear me, he will hardly get Copies. 1856 R. A. 
VauGcHan Mystics (1860) I. 167, I fear me that .. some.. 
earthly love mingles with his friendship. 1859 ‘l’eENNySON 
Lancelot §& Elaine 966 A flash, I fear me, that will strike my 
blossom dead. 

4. intr. in same sense. 

+a. To fear of (rarely az): =sense 5. 

¢1400 Destr. 7yvoy 1929 We fors not his frendship, ne fere 
of his hate, 1509 Barctay Shyp of Folys (1874) 1.173 He 
or she that mariage doth breke May fere of deth eternall 
whan they dye. ¢ 1600 Suaxs. Soxm. cxv, Fearing of love's 
tyranny. 1606 G. W[oopcocke] tr. 7st. Justine 97 a, The 
men. .which feared not at the command of King Phillip. 

b. with dependent clause: To feel alarmed or 
~uneasy Zest (something should happen). 

(Closely approaching the trans. use with clause; cf. 7 b.) 

c¢ 1489 Caxton Sones of Aymon xx. 455 He feered sore 
leste Reynawde sholde make to deye rychard of normandy. 
1559 W. CunnincHAM Cosiogr. Glasse 38, I ever feare lest 
th’ Earth..should fall to the other part of the Heavens. 
1691 tr. Lyzilianne’s Obs. Fourn. Naples 135 Fearing lest 
some Insurrection might be caus’d. 1823 F. Ctissotp Ase. 
Mt. Blanc 20, 1. .feared lest I should drop down. 

_ ©. simply. (Blends with the absol. use of senses 
5 and 7.) Phrase (colloq.), ever fear : = ‘there’s 
no danger of that’. 

1588 Suaxs. Z. LZ. ZL. 1. ii. 108 If she fear..By this [pale 
white cheekes] you shall not know. ¢15390 MARLowE faust, 
Wks, (Rtldg.) too/t "Vis but a surfeit; never fear, man. 
1611 Biste Gen. |. 19 And Ioseph saide vnto them, Feare 
not. 165 Hoxsses Govt. § Soc. i. § 2. 7 To.. take heed, 
provide so that they may not fear. 1798 CoteripcE Ac. 
Mar. wv. ii, Fear not thou wedding guest! 1800 CoGan 
Philos. Treat. Passions 1, ii. (1802) 102 As soon as we cease 
to fear, we begin to hope. 1838 Lytton Lady of Lyous u.i, 
Vl find the occasion, never fear! 1888 Mrs. Parr Rum- 
aways in Long. Mag. Apr. 640 I’m not going to blab on 
myself—never fear! 1893 Mortry in Westi. Gaz. 19 Apr. 
3/2 Those only see aright into the future of civilised com- 
munities who hope—not those who fear. 

5. trans. To regard with fear, be afraid of (a 
person or thing as a source of danger, an antici- 
pated event or state of things as painful or evil). 

c1460 Fortescue Ads. §& Lim. Mon. x, Ther shulde non 
off hem growe to be like vnto hym}; wich thynge is most to 
be fered of all pe worlde. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) 
Dictes 97 Vhoo that sawe not yesterday Alexander ferede 
him gretely, and now thoo that see him fereth him not. 
1530 Patscr. 547/2 He feareth me above all the men 
lyvynge. 1563 GoLpiInG Czsar 30b, They feared not the 
enemy, but the narrownes of the wais. 1611 BisLe 2 Esdras 
xii, 13 It shall be feared aboue all the kingdomes that were 
before it. @1618 Raveicu Rem, (1664) 116 To fear the losse 
of the bell, more than the losse of the steeple. 1667 Mitton 
P. L. 1x, 282 His violence thou fearst not. 1697 DrypEN 
in. x. 1261 Nor Fate I fear, but all the Gods defy. 1841 
Lane Arab. Nts. I. 92 Every.. person whom thou fearest. 
1885 CLopp Myths § Dr. i. iii. 155 What man cannot 
understand he fears. 

transf. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynion vi. 149 It [y® 
castell] fered no sawtyng on no side of it. 

b. with z7f. (vd7. sb., etc.) as object: To hesitate 
(to do something) through fear of the consequences; 


+ to fear offence =to fear to offend. 

1603 FLorio Afontaigue 563 As if he feared to attediate .. 
us. 1700 Drypen Cymon §& Iphig. 114 He .. would have 
spoke, but .. found his want of Words, and fear’d Offence. 
1794 Mrs. RapcurFe Myst. Udolpho xliv, Dorothee. .feared 
to obey. 1799 tr. Diderot’s Natural Sin ii. 26 You feared 
disturbing our tranquillity. 

6. To regard with reverence and awe ; to revere. 
Now only with God as obj.; formerly in wider sense. 

a 1400 Prymer (1891) 101 Gretly is thi word fyred. 1526 
TiInDALE Z//, v. 33 Lett the wyfe see that she feare her 
husbande. 1593 Suaxs. Rich. L/, 11. i. 52 This.. Wombe of 
Royall Kings, Fear'd by their breed. 1611 Bist Ps, cili. 13 
The Lord pitieth them that feare him. 1715 De For Fam. 
Instruct. 1. i. (2841) I. 10 If you fear God .. as your father. 


1827 PoLtox Course T. 1v.135 Who. .feared nought but God. - 


7. To have an uneasy sense of the probability of 
(some unwelcome occurrence in the future) ; to 
apprehend. Opposed to ope jhe 

1897 Suaks. 2 Hex. [V, 1. i. 87 He that but feares the 
thing, he would not know Hath... knowledge from others 
eyes, That what he feard, ischanc’d, 1759 JoHNSON Rasselas 
xxviii, If they have less to fear, they have less also to hope. 
1861 M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I. 47 London had ceased to 
fear a foreign foe. ‘ 

b. with szbord, clause. Tobe afraid that (some- 
thing will be or is the case). In negative sentences 
the clause may be introduced by dze¢ or but that= 
that..not. Also with direct obj. and Zo de or 
simple complement ; rarely, with zz, as 007. Also 


parenthetically. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 16b, I feare sore that 
many chrysten people .. do as the chyldren of Israel dyd. 
@ 1533 Lv. Berners zon |xi. 212 Fere not but ye shalbe 
well payed. 1593 Suaxs, 3 Hen. VJ, v. vi. 12 The Theefe 
doth feare each bush an Officer. 1638 Baxer tr. Balzac’s 
Lett. 1, 25 Never feare that I will impaire his ill nights. 
1658-9 Burton’s Diary (1828) IV. 47, I fear they are troubled 
with King’s evil. 1667 Mitton ?. LZ. 1. 628 What power of 
mind..could have fear’d, How such united force of Gods.. 
could ever know repulse. 1692 tr. Ziugis 11 He feared 
with reason to be unable to do any thing for Zingis. 1726 
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Adv. Capt, R. Boyle 47, 1 fear’d it would be. .two hundred 
Pounds. 1771 Mrs. Grirriru tr. iaud’s Shipwreck 255, 
I fear much that of the sixteen persons..three only of us 
have survived. 1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. 11, 225 He 
might do so without fearing that the ive Mile Act would 
be enforced. 1857 Trottopr 7hree Clerks v, 1 fear we are 
all in your black books. 1863 Fr. A. Kempe Resid. in 
Georgia 16 'Vhe account..will hardly, I fear, render my 
letters very interesting. 

8. a. + ¢rans. (Perh. originally const. daé.: cf. 
L. témere alicui). To be apprehensive about, to 
fear something happening to (0ds.). b. In same 
sense zztr.; const. for, * of. 

1526 TinpaLte Gad, iv. 11, I feare off you, lest I have 
bestowed on you laboure in vayne. c1530 Lp, Brerners 
Arth. Lyt. Bryt, (1814) 213 Arthur fered his horse, lest that 
the lyon sholde haue slayne hym. 1594 Suaxs. Wich. ///, 
1. i. 137 His Physitians feare him mightily. 16zz TourNEUR 
Ath. Trag.v. 1, If any roote of life remaines within ’em .. 
feare em not, 1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. u. i. (1739) 
6 The people .. feared their own Free-holds. 1686 DrypEN 
Horace \. xxix, 10 Let the greedy merchant fear For his ill- 
gotten gain. 1695 Prior Ode death Q. Mary 47 So much 
she fears for William’s life. 1841 Lane Avad. Nts. I. 11, 
I fear for thee that the same will befal thee. 1853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. xxxiii. (1856) 284 xote, We feared for his re- 
covery. 

+e. In 18th c., when the vb. was conjugated 
negatively, a following negative was often illogic- 
ally omitted, so that the vb. seems to mean: To 
apprehend the non-occurrence of (some event). 

@ 1699 STILLINGEL. Serve. Wks. 1710 I. 619 We need not fear 
a gracious answer. 1747 S. Fiecpinc Le/t. David Siniple 
I. ii. 63, I liked him, and was so accustomed to the Ad- 
dresses of every Man by whom I was seen, that I did not at 
all fear his immediately becoming one of my Train, 1771 
T. Hui Sir W. Harrington (1797) 1v. 211 If I apply for it, 
I don’t fear its being granted. 

+9. To regard with distrust; to doubt. Ods. 

1578 T. N. tr. Cong. W. India 16 The governour feared 
the wisedome and courage of his kinsman. 1607 TorsELL 
Serpents (1653) 681 If a bird it tast .. It dies assured death, 
none need it fear, 1730-6 Bairey (folio), Hear. .to doubt or 
question, 

Fearable (fierab’l), a. rare. [f. Fuar sd.+ 
-ABLE.] Giving cause for fear; to be feared. 

1886 B. W. Ricuarpson in Asclepiad III. 187 Is virus from 
a poisoned animal less fearable? 


+ Fear-babe. Ols. Also 7 ervon. fairybabe. 
[f. Fuar v.+Base.] A thing fit only to frighten 
a baby. Cf. SCAREBABE. 

1580 SipNEY Arcadia (1622) 299 As for their shewes & 
words, they are but feare babes, 1621 Burton Azat. AZed. 
1. iii. 11. ii, All the bugbeares of the night, and terrors and 
fairybabes of tombes..are before their eyes, 

Feard, Feare, obs. Sc. ff. of Farp v., FARE. 

Fear(e, var. of FerE, Ods.,and of Frtr, Ods. Sc. 

Feared. (fie1d), #7. a. Forms: 3-6 fer(e)d, 
(3 ferid, 5 fard, feerd, 6 Sc. feired, ferit), 4-6 
ferde, 5-7 feard, (4, 6 comp. and superl. fearder, 
-est), 8— dal. feart, 6-—feared. [f.Frarv.+-ED1.] 

+1. Affected with fear, frightened, afraid; timid. 
Const. of, for, indicating either the cause of fear, 
or less frequently (=about) the object of concern; 


with z7/f. =afraid ¢o (do something). Ods. exc. dial. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1834 (Gitt.) [Pai] war nohut fered of his 
manace, ¢1330 R. BrunNEChron. Wace (Rolls)1998 Of beym 
bobe was henought ferd. c¢1340 Cursor M, 2423 (Fairf.) pe 
kinge was ferde for goddis grame. ¢1380 Wycur Se/. Wks. 
III. 394 Puple wolde be ferde to dwelle in his servise. c 1386 
Cuaucer Wun’s Pr. T. 566 The veray hogges So fered were 
for berking of the dogges. cx1400 Vwaine §& Gaw. 2566 
Whoso es ferd i rede he fle. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 13842 The 
. .kyng [was] of his lyf feerd. c1449 Pecocx Rep. 550 So 
.. Ferd forto trespace. c1450 Loneicu Graz/ ly. 450 The 
swerd, Of whiche many men was aftyr ferd. 14.. Chester 
Pi. (1847) I. 9t Fearder I never was. 1534 More Ox the 
Passion Wks. 1322/1 That passyon..of which he was so ferd. 
1578 Ps, cxxviii. in Gude & G. Ball. 113 Of thy hand labour 
thow sall eit, be not feird. @ 1605 Potwart Plyting w. Mont- 
gomerie 788 Feard flyar..I sall dunt whill I slay thee. 
1650 Baxter Sainzts’ R. ut. xiii. (1662) 506 Conscience grows 
feared, 1698 Lister in PAz/. Trans, XX. 247 They..would 
have cropen away in a feared manner. 1715 Wodrow Corr. 
(1843) II. 67 A few such feared fools, as I am reckoned 
hereabout. 1812 H. & J. Smiru Rez. Addr. ix. (1873) 84 
What are they fear’d on? 1816 Scorr Avtig. xxxix, ‘I’m 
maist fear’d to speak to him,’ 1828 Hoop Lamia iii. 40 
Jove! Iwas feared. 1869 C. Gison 2. Gray iii, You'll no be 
feart to sail on a Friday.’ 1891 E. Arnoip Lé. of World 
82 Thyself More feared of Czsar than of wrongfulness, 

+2. Apprehensive, having an uneasy foreboding. 
Chiefly with clause introduced by /est or that; 
rarely const. fo with z7f. Obs. exc. dial. 

1440 Plumpton Corr. 155 He is feard lest they wyll not 
appeare without a suppena. c1450 JZerlin 27 He was ferde 
to lese his londe. ¢1460 7owweley Myst. (Surtees) 116, lam 
fulle fard that we tary to lang. @1535 More Sargeant § 
Frere 233 in Hazl. £. P. P. IIL. 127 Yet was this man well 
fearder than, lest he the frier had slaine. 1884 J. Purves in 
Gd. Words Nov. 767/1 ‘ Wives are feared a man gets another 
sweetheart in six months’ time away fra’ hame.’ 

3. In senses of FEAR v. 5 and 7: Regarded with 
fear; anticipated or suspected with uneasiness ; 


++ apprehensively supposed to be such. 

1599 Sanpys Europe Sec. (1632) 74 Their professed and 
feared Enemies. @1618 Ratricu Prevog. Parl. Ep. Ded. 
(1628) 2 The fear’d continuance of the like abuse. 1663 J. 
Spencer Prodigies (1665) 83 Addresses to divert a feared 
.. displeasure of the Deity. 1719 Wodrow Corr, (1843) II. 
451 Ihe feared stand the success of the gospel is at. 1762 
Farconer Siipwr. u. 380 Pondering in their minds each 








FEARFUL. 


fear’d event. 1890 Daily News 8 Sept. 6/7 Feared loss of 
a Liverpool ship. 

Hence + Fea‘redly adv., fearfully, timidly. 

¢1470 Henry Wadlace vu. 255 Ferdly scho ast, ‘ Allace ! 
quhar is Wallace ?’ 

+ Fea‘redness. Ods. Also 3-5 ferd(e)nes(s(e, 
(3 ferednes, 4 ferdnis, 6 Sc. feirdnes). [f. prec. 
+-NESS.] ‘The condition of being frightened or 
afraid; terror, fear. Also, vavely, a cause of fright. 

a1300 Cursor M. 3996 (Gitt.) Man bat bu wil helpe in 
nede, Ne thar him neuer na ferednes drede. 1340 HAMPoLe 
Pr. Consc, 2231 Hym in-to wanhope for to bring .. thurgh 
pe ferdnes pat he sal tak. c¢1qoo MaunpbeEV. (Roxb.) xxxi. 
139 We ware mare deuote .. for ferdeness of deuils pat ap- 
pered till vs. c1q450 tr. Gzvald. Hist. Ireland 10 Theslaght 
of bese fewe be ferdnesse to many. c1450 Henryson Wor. 
Fab. 83 Hee for fearednesse hes fyled vp the way. 1488 
Caxton Chast. Goddes Chyld. 18 Horryble sightes and 
dredefull ferdnes of wycked spirytes come to some. 

Fearely, var. of Fnrty a. Ods. strange. 

Fearer (fieror). [f Fear v. + -url.] One 
who fears. 

1535 CovERDALE John ix. 31 Yf eny man be a fearer of God 
..him heareth he. @1601 C’ress Pemproxe 7s, cxix. H, 
With thy fearers all I hold, Such as hold thy biddings best. 
1630 XL. Fohnson’s Kingd. & Commw. A iij, The Italians .. 
are fearers of the Spanish greatnesse. 1814 Soutury Lett. 
(1856) II. 350 Calvert was a great fearer .. all through the 
contest. 1844 WarpLtaw Lect, on Prov. (1869) I. 25 The 
true fearers of God are sadly in the minority. 


Fearful (fiesful), a Forms: 4-5 ferful(1, 
(4 fervol), 4-6 fereful(1, feerful(1, 4-7 fearefull, 
6-7 fearfull(e, 6- fearful. [f. as prec. + -FUL.] 

I. objectively. 

1. Causing fear; inspiring terror, reverence, or 
awe; dreadful, terrible, awful. 

1340-70 Alisaunder 291 Pei lete flie to be flocke ferefull 
sondes. 1382 Wyciir Gev. xxviii. 17 And [lacob] dredynge 
seide, Howe feerful is this place! cx1g00 Destr. Troy 773 
This feerfull freike frusshet into batell. 1461 Paston Lett. 
No. 400 II. 25 She shuld be. .put in ferfull place, in shortyng 
of hyrlyve dayes. #1533 Lv. Berners von xlii. 140 When 
he was in dyspleasure, he had a fearfull chere. 1563 W. 
Fuikr Meteors (1640) 10 b, A flying Dragon..very fearefull 
to looke upon. x6zz Brste Dewd. xxviii. 58 Feare this 
glorious and fearefull Name, the Lord Thy God. a 1694 
Tittotson (J.), That fearful Punishment. .shall be inflicted 
on them, 1741 RicHarpson Pamela (1824) I. 98 My fear- 
fullest danger! 1792 S. Rocers Pleas. Mem. 1. 43 At mid- 
night’s fearful hour. 1848 W. H. Ke ty tr. Z. Blanc’s Hist. 
Tex Y. 11. 90M. de Choulot..made him takea. . fearful oath. 

+b. Const. fo, azo. 

1548 Hatt Chron, 166 As his person was fearfull .. to his 
adversaries present : so his name, 1625 Purcuas Pilgrims 
11. 1475 They [Apes] are fearefull..to Birds that make their 
nests in Trees. 1658 CLEVELAND Rustick Rampant Wks. 
(1687) 418 A Glorious King, fearful to your Enemies. - 

ce. Comb.; adyerbially as in fearful-sounding. 

1611 SyLvESTER Dz Bartas u. iv. 11. Schisme 1065 If thou 
their metall by that touch-stone try Which fearfull-sounding 
from thy mouth doth fly. ’ ae : 

2. Applied to bad or annoying things in intensive 
sense. Cf. azwftl, terrible, dreadful, etc. 

1634 Str T, Hersert Trav. 39 The .. fearefull stench of 
the unburied bodies. 18zx Lams Guy Faux, They make a 
fearful outcry against the violation of every principle of 
morality. 1860 ‘TYNDALL Glac. 1, xvi. 112 He complained of 
fearful thirst. 1884 Christian Comimw. 21 Feb. 440/1 Their 
fearful departures from Apostolic practice. 

b. dal. Enormous in quantity. 

1877 NV. W. Lincolush. Gloss., ‘There’s a fearful lot o’ 

apples t’ year.’ : : 
c. adv. =FEARFULLY. Ods. in educated use ; in 


some dialects merely intensive = AWFUL. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 8 In Angola the people are 
fearfull blacke. 1790 Mrs. WHEELER Westiild. Dial. (1821) 
66 He leakt es if he wor fearful weel pleast. 1862 HAMER- 
ton Painter's Canip 1. 42 ‘You see theyve heard tell ..’at 
there's a feefil ’ansome young chap.’ 

II. subjectively. 
3. Frightened, timorous, timid, apprehensive. 
a. simply. Now somewhat rare. 

¢1374 CHAUCER Tvoylus 1. 450 Criseyde. . was pe ferfulleste 
wyght That myght be. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
XV. vi. (1495) 752 The female lambes ben..more ferefull 
than the male. ¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynion xv. 361 
‘Ha, thef.. how ferfull thou art now.’ 1586 MartowE 1st 
Pt. Tamburi. 1. ii, With their fearful tongues they shall 
confess. a 1628 Sir J. Beaumonr Bosworth F. 783 Gain 
thou some Hours to draw thy fearful Breath. 1653 WALTON 
Angler 52 Chubs..bea very fearful fish. 1672 DrypEN Cong. 
Granada U. 1. ii, But now my fearful people mutiny. 1702 
Appison Dial. Medals x.(1727) 45 Th’ impatient Greyhound 
..Bounds..to catch the fearful Hare. 1773 Mrs. Cuarone 
Improv. Mind (1774) 1. 111 Women are more fearful than 
men. 1827 Kesie Chr. Vear, 37d Sunday in Lent, It was 
a fearful joy..To trace the Heathen’s toil. 1831 Mrs. 
SHELLEY Swiss Peasant in ‘ Keepsake’ 125 His fearful family 
would count in agony the hours of his absence. 

absol. c 1400 Prymer (E. E. T. S.) 30 Seynte marie, .helpe 
feerful, and refresche be soreuful. | N 

b. Const. of (also zo with inf.), or with clause 
introduced by /es¢ or ¢hat. 

¢1360 Vern. MS. Min. Poems 524 Pe lattor pou art of 
good worching be more feruol pou schalt be of bi-ginnyng. 
¢1400 Beryx 2971 Beryn and his company wer .. ferefull 
howe to spede. 1605 Suaks. Lear t. iv. 225, 1..now grow 
fearefull..That you protect this course. 1612 Davirs Why 
Ireland, etc. 270 The Irishare more fearefull to offend the 
Law. 1630 Yohnuson's Kingd. §& Commw. 101 Somewhat fear- 
full of our desperate wanderers. 1665 Hooke Microg?r. 207 
Asa man blindfolded would do his hands when he is fearfull 
of running against a wall. 1725 PorE Odyss. v1. 173 Fearful to 
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FEARFULLY. 


offend. , At awful distance he accosts the maid. 1791 Mrs. 
Rapveurre Nom. Morest x, Adeline was fearful of observa- 
tion. 1798 WesBeE in Owen HWedlesley's Desp. 5, 1 am fearful 
that ..an attack upon him now is more likely to end in 
discomfiture. 1827 Hattam Const, //ist. (1876) I. iv. 204 
This great minister's knowledge of the queen's temper.. 
made him sometimes fearful to act. 1850 Kincsiey A /¢. 
Locke i, She would have led me in a string..so fearful was 
she lest I should be polluted. 1879 Low A/ghan War iii. 
279 The Afghan chief, fearful of trying an assault, deter- 
mined to invest the place. 

+e. Anxious, concerned; with about, of indi- 
cating the object of anxiety or concern. 

1535 CovERDALE 1 Sav. iv. 13 His herte was fearfull aboute 
y® Arke of God. 1590 MaArtowe 2nd Pt. Tamburl. 11. v, 
Thou art fearful of thy army’s strength. 1893 SHAKS. 
3 Hen. VI, v. vi. 87 Edward shall be feareful of his life. 

4. Of looks, words, etc.: Indicating or giving 
signs of fear or terror. 

1535 COVERDALE 2 /’sdras iii. 3, I beganne to speake fearfull 
wordes to the most hyest. 1594 Suaks. Lich. ///, v. iii, 184 
Cold fearefull drops stand on my trembling flesh. 1638 
Cuitunew. Relig. Prot. 1. i. § 7. 35 A wavering and fearful 
assent, 1791 Mrs. Rapciirre Now. Morest ii, Adeline .. 
threw a fearful glance around. 1814 SourHry Roderick 
xi. 119 Hasty, yet faltering in his fearful speech. 

+5. Cautious, wary. Ods. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 56 Fearefull in pros- 
perytees and pacyent in aduersytees, 1640 Br. ReEyNoLDS 
Passions ix, It is fit that .. considering the deceitfulnesse of 
things..we should bring a fearful judgement. 1781 GisBon 
Decl. & F. U1. xlviii. 58 The march of the reinforcement 
was tardy and fearful. 1791 Burke Aff. Whigs Wks. VI. 
98 Our courts cannot be more fearful. .than prudent. 

6. Full of awe or reverence. 

1597 Hooker L£ecl. Pol. v. \xvii. (1611) 359 A kinde of 
fearefull admiration at the heauen. 1602 F, Davison in 
Farr S. P. £/iz. (1845) II. 323 That I to thy name may beare 
Fearfullloue. 1879 Farrar St. Paid (1883) 332 Paul saw in 
him the spirit of loving and fearful duty. 


Fearfully (fiesfuli), adv. [f. prec. + -Ly 2.] 
I. objectively : With communication of fear. 

1, So as to cause fear; dreadfully; terribly. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 245 b, The. .impenitent 
synners .. be .. drawen downe to hell moost terribly or feer- 
fully. 1586 Cocan Haven Health ccxli. (1636) 272 That 
hee bee not waked sodainely and fearefully. 1605 SHaks. 
Learw.i.77 There is a Cliffe, whose. . bending head Lookes 
fearfully in the confined Deepe. 1641 HinpE /. Brvex xvi. 
148 This wicked fellow. . within three dayes died most feare- 
fully. 1821 Suettey Adonxats lv, I am borne darkly, fear- 
fully, afar. 1828 Scorr /. M7, Perth xxv, I was yesterday 
fearfully undeceived. 

2. To a fearful extent or degree. Often hyper- 
bolically as a mere intensive: cf. FEARFUL 2. 

1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. ii, Smoking fearfully. 1862 Sir 
B. Bropie Psychol. Ing. 11. iii. 95 The evils arising from the 
use of alcohol have been fearfully aggravated by the in- 
vention of distillation. 1878 Smites Robt. Dick vii. 76 It 
was fearfully warm, 1878 Mrs. H. Woop Pomeroy Ad. I. 
25 Dinner? that’s right, I am fearfully hungry. 

IL. sudjectively: With a feeling of fear. 

3. In a manner indicating fear ; timidly, in fear. 

1548 UpALL, etc. Evasm. Par. Matt. iii. 7 They demaunde 
of him fearfully what he thinketh best for them to do. 1602 
Marston Axtonio’s Rev. v. iii, I might observe The graver 
statesmen whispering fearefully. 1658 CLeveLanp Rustic 
Rampant Wks, (1687) 501 The Abbot .. fearfully summons 
in his Friends to guard him. 1730 Westey Jks. (1830) I. 8 
Walk as prudently as you can, though not fearfully. 1832 
Marryat JV. Forster xix, A black head was seen to rise .. 
fearfully out of the fore-scuttle. 

+4. a. In a state of apprehension or uneasiness ; 
anxiously. b. Cautiously, with hesitation. Ods. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary u. (1625) 28 This pure living 
(once in manner lost, afterwards recovered and yet stil feare- 
fully kept). 1598 Barrer Theor. Warres v. i. 147 Whoso- 
euer shall..march slow or fearefully. cx610 Sir J. Metvit 
Mem. (1683) 18 The Spaniards .. compelled our foot to retire 
fearfully. 1727 Braptey Faw. Dict. s.v. Hunt, His old 
Hounds. .will hunt leisurely and fearfully. 

Fearfulness (fiesfulnés). [f as prec. + 
-NESS.] 

1. The quality of inspiring fear; dreadfulness. 

1535 CoveRDALE 2 Mace. xv. 23 Sende now also thy good 
angell before vs (o Lorde) in the fearfulnesse. .of thy mightie 
arme. 1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. Turkie i. 
xy. 50 A great Earthquake .. with horrible fearfulnesse and 
damage. 1831 Port Assassins of Paradise 18 Its very 
fearfulness the sound endeared. 1846'TReNcH Mirvac. xxix. 
(1862) 410 He beheld death in all its fearfulness. 

2. The quality or state of being affected with 
fear; timidity, timorousness. Const. of 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vt. clxxxi. 180 ‘The lordes..went vnto 
the kynge..and blamed as they durste his ferefulnesse. 1535 
CoverDALE Zzck, xxx. 13 A fearfulnesse will I sende in to the 
Egipcians londe, 1562 Turner Baths 8 These bathes. .are 
good for fearfulnes of the hart. 1597 Hooker /ecd. Pol.v.§ 47 
Is it credible that ..our professed fearefulness to ask anything 
. should be noted for a popish error. 1651 DAvENANT Gondi- 
bert 1. 1. 232 With a Lover's fearfulness he spake. 1666 
Soutu Sevm. 25 Noy., A third thing .. is fearfulness of .. 
bold, popular offenders, 1727 Swirr Guddiver 11. ili. 125, I 
was frequently rallied .. on account of my fearfulness. 1841 
Myers Cath. Th. 1. § 46. 411 We cannot but be protected 
from all fearfulness of spiritual despotism. 


Fearing (fierin), vJ/. sd, [f. Fear v. +-1nG1.] 
The action of the vb, Frar. a. The being in 
fear or dread, + an instance of this. + Zo have in 
jearing: to be in dread of, b. The action of 
distrusting or doubting ; +;an instance of this. 

In the Lancashire dialect used cod/ect. for ghosts, fairies, 
goblins, etc. By dialect writers spelt /e(eorin. 
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1562 J. Heywoon Prov. § Epigr. (1867) 44 Decaie of cleane 
sweepyng folke had in fearyng. 1633 P. FLercurer 2urple 
Isl. vit. x. 109 Sending often back his doubtfull eye By 
fearing taught unthought of treacherie. @1662 Hryrin 
Laud (1668)1. 113 Long he had not been in Spain, when 
there were many fearings of him in the Court of England. 
1682 N.O. Boilean’s Lutrin ut. 126 Poor Hobhowchin puts 
you in this fearing. 

Fearing (fierin), AA/. a. [f as prec, + -1NG 2,] 
‘That fears; often in comb. with prefixed object, as 
in ghost-, God-fearing : see the sbs. 

1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. IL. 14 The aristocratic 
is..the fearing, while the democratic is the hoping, party. 

Hence Fea‘ringly adv., +a. in a terrifying 
manner (00s.) ; b. with fear, timidly. 

1586 J. Hevwoop Spider § F. lviii, Which shall make thant 
ieperd much by affection ..to comfort spiders spightfully 
Rather then discomfort them thus fearingly. 1820 Krars 
Lamia 247 Not with cold wonder fearingly But Orpheus- 
like, 1845 R. W. Hamitton Pop. Educ. viii. (ed. 2) 198 
The Conformist..fearingly doubted its consequences. 

+ Fea‘rlac. Ods. Also 3 far-, ferlac, 4 ferlak. 
[f Fear sd. (? or v.): see -LocK.] Fear, terror. 

az225 Ancr. R. 306 Kume uord per efter ferlac. a1225 


Leg. Kath. 39 Purh fearlac of eisfule preates. ¢13z0 Cast. 
Love 672 Ne hab he ferlak for no fo, 

Fearless (fieuslés), a [f. FEar 5b, +-Lxss.] 
Without fear. 

1. Unaffected by fear; bold, intrepid. Const. of; 
rarely, with znf. 

a1400-50 Alexander 4593 30ne is a fereles foule. 1591 
SveNSER Zears of Muses 303 Feareles..To tumble, 1603 
Suaxs. Meas. for M. 1. ii. 151 A man. .fearelesse of what’s 
past, present, or to come. @1639 W. WuHATELY Prototypes 
I. xxi. (1640) 249 He.. hath a bold audatious fearlesse 
heart. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 65 P 2 The Hero stood 
as fearless as if invulnerable. 1784 Cowrer Zask 1. 15 The 
hardy chief. .earless of wrong, repos’d his weary strength. 
1820 Krars St. Agnes xxxix, Arise! my love and fearless 
be. 1870-4 ANpvERSON JZissions Amer. Bd. U1, xiii. 218 
‘The fearless missionary spent ten days with these ‘ deceitful 
and bloody’ men. 

+b. Without doubt about ; confident of, Ods. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 78 He was fearelesse of his 
establishment in his Fathers Royalties. 

e. Of the bearing, demeanour, etc.; Showing 
no sign of fear. 

1803 Mackintosu Def. Peltier Wks. 1846 III. 242, I have 
said, a fearless defence. 1815 — Sf. zz //o. Com. 27 Apr. 
ibid. 317 The uncourtly and fearless turbulence of this 
House. 1848 W. H. Bartierr Zeyft to Pal. v. (1879) 116 
The Hebrew historian moves over it with a fearless step. 
1875 Jowetr Pato (ed, 2) I. 430 His mien and his language 
were. .noble and fearless. 

+2. a. Not regarded with fear. b. Giving no 
cause for fear, free from danger. Ods. 

1599 SYLVESTER AZivacle Peace xxix,Scap’t from ship-wrack 
..and. .shiuering on the feareless bank. 1600 Hottanp Livy 
XXV. Xxxvili. (1609) 578 Men are least. .secured against that 
which fortune saith is fearelesse. 1614 Br, Hatt Recol?. 
Treat, 988 He [God] can .. make him [Satan] if not usefull, 
yet fearelesse. 1745 WARBURTON Sevw. 1 Pet, ii. 17 p. 8 So 
.- will an honourless King promote the Worship of a fear- 
less God. 

Fearlessly (fi-alésli), adv. [f. prec. +-Ly 2.] 
In a fearless manner ; boldly, intrepidly. 

1585 Abr. Sanpys Sev7z. (1841) 441 Happy is he who can 
fearlessly stand before the Son of God. 1685 Baxter 
Paraphr. N. T, Matt. x.27 What I speak to you alone. .that 
publish fearlesly to all the World. 1774 Pennanr Tour 
Scotd. 1 1772, 327 In the eagerness of the chace will fear- 
lessly spring over. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. viii, Mrs. 
Squeers waged war.. openly and fearlessly. 1856 KANE 
Arct, Expl, I. xxix. 399 The Esquimaux dog .. encounters 
the wolf fearlessly. 

Fearlessness (fioslésnés). [f. as prec. + 
-nESS.] The quality or state of being without 
fear ; boldness, intrepidity. Const. of. 

1614 Br. Hart Recoll. Treat. 110 Their fearelessenesse of 
earthquakes and deaths argued the truth of their religion. 
1628 WitHER Brit, Rememd. 11.672 Faith hath pow’r to teach 
men fearlesnesse. a 1665 J. Goopwin filled w. the Spirit 
(1867) 23 The devil. . filling them with. .fearlessness of God. 
1736 ButTLer Azad, 1. ii, There is..a certain fearlessness, 
with regard to what may be hereafter. 1752 JOHNSON 
Ranibler No. 194 ® 9 They proceed not from confidence of 
right, but fearlessness of wrong. 1801 SoutuEy Zhalabaiy. 
xxv, All within Was magic ease, and fearlessness secure. 
1839 W. CuamBers Your Holland 14/1 ‘That .. fearlessness 
of consequences..leads to positive crime. 1893 C. H. 
Pearson Vat. Life §& Char. 278 The old trick of thought 
that regards fearlessness in word and act as the true virtue 
of the man. 


Fearling. zonce-wd. <A creature that fears. 

1837 Wueretwricur tr. Aristophanes, Birds I. 216, 1 am 
a Libyan bird, the Fearling called. 

Fearn(e, obs. and dial. form of Fern. 

+ Fea‘rnothing. Ods. rave. =FEARNOUGHT I. 

1725 Lond. Gaz. No. 6380/13 Charles Banton .. Spinner 
and Carder for Fearnothing. 


Fearnought (fieindt). 
(in imperative) + Noueat.] 

1. A stout kind of woollen cloth, used chiefly on 
board ship in the form of outside clothing in the 
most inclement weather, also as a protective cover- 
ing or lining for the outside door of a powder 
magazine, the portholes, etc, Cf. DRwaADNouGcHt. 

1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) I. 31 A Magellanic Jacket made 
of a thick woollen stuff called Fearnought. 1794 Sorting 
Mag. II. 193 The wadding ..is made of ..fearnaught or 
shepherd’s cloth, 1836 Sir J. Ross Narr. 2nd Voy. viii. 110 
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FEASIBLE. 


A skreen lined with fearnought. 1859 F. Grirritus Artil. 
Man. (1862) 210 A wooden plug covered with fearnought. 

attrib. 1972-5 Cook Voy. (1777) I. 1. ii. 20, I.. gave to each 
man the fearnought jacket and trowsers allowed them. 1825 
J. Near Bro. Jonathan 11. 77 A ragged fear-naught great- 
coat. 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 96 It is passed through 
fearnought shoots. 

2. dial. (See quot.) 

1883 Almondbury Gloss. (E.D.S.), Fearnought, a machine 
for mixing wool, shoddy, and mungo before putting upon 
the condenser. 

3. A drink to keep up the spirits. 

1880 L. Watiace Ben-Hur ww. x. 231 This is the fear- 
naught of the tentmen. 

Fearsome (fie1svm), a. 
-SOME. } 

1. Fear-inspiring ; frightful, dreadful. 

1768 Ross Helenore 3722 The foremost looks a fearsome 
chiel. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. xxxii, War's a fearsome thing. 
1842 Baruam Jugol. Leg., Neld Cook,'Vhe masons three .. 
saw a fearsome sight. 1871 M. Cotiins M/rq. §& Merch. I. 
viii. 236 Iron fencing..with fearsome spikes at the top. 

Comb. 18185 Scotr Guy M. xxxix, ‘A muckle stoor fear- 
some-looking wife she was as ever I set een on.’ 

4| 2. ? ervon. Timid, apprehensive, frightened. 

1863 A. FonsLanquE Zangled Skein 111.205, I was. .fear- 
some of this very danger. 1871 B. ‘TayLor ‘aust (1875) I. 
Viii. 120 I’m but a silly, fearsome thing ! 

Hence Fea'rsomely adv., in a fearsome manner. 
a. So as to excite fear. 4[b. Timidly. Fearr- 
someness, the quality of being fearsome. a. 
Dreadfulness ; terror. {J b. Timidity. 

1876 B. L. Farjyron Love's Victory ii, He looked about 
him fearsomely. 1883 Dazly News 5 July 5/2 A prisoner .. 
as fearsomely exciting as the elegant baron of fiction. 1891 
T. Harpy Zess 1. xii, The fact. .lent Tess’s supposed position, 
by its fearsomeness, a far higher fascination. 1893 Black 
& White 11 Mar. 286/2 The women. . were hiding fearsomel 
in their innermost rooms, 1893 Daily News 6 June he 
There is even a fearsomeness in her expression, as if she 
dreaded to move. 

+ Fea‘sance: Os. Also 6 fesaunce. [ad. 
AF. fesance, -aunce, faisaunce (Fr. fatsance), f. 

faire to do. Cf. MAuruasancy, NoNFrEASANCE.} 
The doing or execution of a condition, obligation, 
feudal service, etc. 

1538 tr. Lit¢deton’s Tenures v. 76a, Vhis is nat proued that 
the fesaunce of the condycion .. oughte to be made vppon 
the lande. 1642 tr. Perkins’ Prof. Bh. x. § 673. 292 For the 
scowring of a ditch or for the covering of a house .. he shall 
not have an assise because they lie only in feasance. 1741 
'T. Ropinson Gavelkind i. 3 Under this Term [Gavel] were 
comprehended all Socage Services whatsoever which lie in 
Render or Feasance, : 

Fea‘ser. A provincial name for the Arctic 
Gull (Montagu Ornzth. Dict. 1866). 

+ Fea‘setraw. Oés. Also feas-, festraw/(e. 
[A corruption of festze, Frscuxr, influenced by 
STRAW.] = FESCUE (see quots.). 

1595 G. Marxnam 7vag. Sir X. Grinuile xxiii, [She] with 
her eyes festrawe points a Storie. 1611 FLorio, /estuca, 
a feskue or feasetraw that children vse to point their letters. 
1638 FratLey Struct. in Lyndomastigem 1.198 To set up 
a man of straw, and push him downe with a festraw. 1648 
tr. Senault’s Paraphrase upon Job 408 Those Stones..make 
as little impression upon his body, as a feastraw would which 
the hand of a childe should push. 1660S. Fisner Austicks 
Alarm ui. iii, 98 A..' Type, Figure, Festraw, or Finger, that 
points [etc.]. 

Feasibility (frzibi:liti). [f. next+-1ry.] The 
quality or fact of being feasible. 

1. Capability of being done ; practicability. 

1624 T. James in Add, Ussher’s Lett. (1686) 308 If he did 
turn away his mind wholly from Chelsey, I durst presume 
of more fasibility [séc] and possibility here of doing good. 
Lbid. 331 Vo give proof of the faisibility [szc] of the Work 
to the common profit of the Church. 1652 Hryiin Cosmogr. 
App. 196 The Excellency and feasibility of his invention. 
a 1678 Woobinks Holy Living (1688) 162 The alike easiness 
and faisibility of all things unto him, 1725 BrapLry fam. 
Dict. s.v. Stone, According to the different circumstance of 
Difficulty or Feasibility of it. 1860 Froupe //zst. Eng. VI. 
519 They changed their minds on the feasibility of thei 
enterprise. b 4 

b. quasi-concr. Something feasible. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psexud. £p.1. v.17 Men often swallow 
.-fesibilities for possibilities [vead possibilities for fesibili- 
ties], and things impossible for possibilities. 

+2. Capability of being made. Ods. 

1655 in Lex Comsmonw. Bees 33 My confident Assertion 
of the fecibility of Agwa vitz out of grain unmalted. 

Feasible (fizib’l), a Forms: 5 faysyble, 
fesable, 6 fays-, feac-(7 feice-)able, 6-7 fais- 
able, fesible, 7 fac-, fees-, fa(i)s-, fe(a)cible, 
feizable, -ible, foisible, 7-8 feas(e)-, feazable, 
-ible, 7- feasible. [a. OF. /aisadle, -tble, f. fais- 
impf. stem of fazre (:—L. faceve) to do: see -BLE.] 

1. Of a design, project, etc.: Capable of being 
done, accomplished or carried out; possible, 
practicable. 

c1460 Fortescue Ads, § Lim, Mon.ix, Such an enterprise 
is the more feseable. 1587 Raveicu Let. to Ld. Burghley 
in WV. § Q. (1864) V. 207 The matter and service will be very 
fesible. 1647 Warp Simp, Codler (1843) 63 To an infinite 
power all things are equally faisable. a@1687 Perry Pod. 
Arith, (1690) 114 Itis..avery feasible matter for [England]. . 
to gain the Universal Trade of the whole Commercial World. 
1787 Map. D’Arsiray Diary Dec., This seemed a most 
feasible way of producing some variety in our intercourse. 
1822 Hazuirr Tadde-t. Ser, u. iv. (1869) 89 The mind..runs 


[f. FEAR v. or sb. + 


FEAST. 


back to what was so.. feasible at one time. 1875 J. H. 
Bennet Winter Medit. 1. vii, 200 We are so ready..as a 
nation, to go to any feasible expense to obtain what we want. 

absol. 1874 Morey Comproniise (1886) 111 It is the natural 
product of the political spirit, which is incessantly thinking 
of. .the immediately feasible. 

2. Of things in general, rarely of persons: Cap- 
able of being dealt with successfully in any way, 
either in a material or immaterial sense. 

Cf. Sc. ‘ Feasible, neat, tidy. Roxb.’ (Jam.) 

1611 SreeD //ist, Gt. Brit. 1x. xii. 122 Paris.. not being 
fesible, he retires into Britaine to refresh his Armie. 1614. 
Be. Mounracu Gagg To Rdr, 3 [I] am like enough to draw 
you my Parishioners with me, at least to make you more 
feasable, then otherwise you would be. 1624 — Let. 22 
Noy., in Bp. Cosin’s Corresp. (1869) 1. 27 Yet is it [the living] 
feisable for a good exchaunge. 1649 Buirur Lng. Lprow. 
Inipr. (1653) 48, I know all Lands are not so Fecible as 
others are. 1727 BrapLey fam. Dict., Corn-Setting Engine, 
a very easy and most feasible Instrument, 1839 JAMES 
Louis XIV, \1,. 87 ‘The whole place was so feasible. 1856 
Mrs. Cartyte Lett, II. 307, 1 should so like a Scotch- 
woman, if I could get any feasible Scotchwoman. 1866 
MacGrecor 1000 Miles tx Rob Roy Canoe 5 The difficulty 
was to find..what rivers were at once feasible to paddle on 
and pretty to see, — 

3. Of a proposition, theory, story, etc. : Likely, 
probable. 

Hardly a justifiable sense etymologically, and (probably 
for that reason) recognized by no Dict,, though supported 
by considerable literary authority. 

1656 Hoses S7x Lessons Wks. 1845 VII. 323 A proposition 
uttered, to the end to have it..examined whether it be true 
or not true, faisable or not faisable. 1726 Adv. Capt. KR. 
Boyle 57 Now Mirza kept the Key of the Gate, so that my 
Story was feazable enough. 1767 H. Brooks ool ef Quad, 
xvii, ‘As you say, James’, cried Mr. Fenton, ‘this ac- 
count seems pretty feasible’, 1833 LyeLy Princ. Geol. I11. 
105 The only feasible theory .. that has yet been proposed. 
1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v.i. § 2. 277 There might be 
some feasible doubts as to whether [etc.], 1865 LivincsTonE 
Zambest vy. 129 It seems feasible that a legitimate .. trade 
might take the place of the present unlawful traffic. 

+4. As sd. in pf. Things feasible. Ods. 

1661 GLANVILL Sceps. Sz. x11.114 We conclude many things 
wale the list of Impossibilities, which yet are easie Feas- 
ables. 

Hence Fea'sibly adv., in a feasible manner; 
Fea‘sibleness, the quality or fact of being feasible, 
feasibility. 

1649 Buitur Eng. Iniprov. Impr. (1653) 86 Improve it 
by Floating, which may very Feazibly be done according to 
the direction of the fourth.. Chapter. 1722 CoLuier ss, 
(1725) LV. 33x They have made the Project look feasibly, 
and contriv’d Ways and Means to prevent Discovery. 
1633 T. James Voy, 107 The faiseablenesse of the Action 
intended. 1736 Carte Ormonde Il. 177 The feasableness 
of the offers which had been made of seizing Glocester, 
1860 HoLtanp Miss Gilbert i, A demonstration of the feasi- 
bleness of infant instruction. 

Feasor: see ToRtT-FEASOR. 

Feast (fst), sd. Forms : 3-6 fest(e, 4-6 feaste, 
feest(e, (6 Sc. feist), 9 dial. veast, 6- feast. [a. 
OF, feste (Fr. féte)=Pr., Pg., It. festa, Sp. fiesta 
:—Com. Rom. festa fem. sing., a. L. festa festal 
ceremonies, neut. pl. of fests adj. festal; but the 
Lat. word equivalent to feast was festz, the neut. 
sing. of this adj. 

The L. festus is prob. a ppl. formation containing the same 
root as févia (:— older */ésta): see Fair sb.) 

1. A religious anniversary appointed to be ob- 
served with rejoicing (hence opposed to a fast), in 
commemoration of some event or in honour of 
some personage. Zhe feast, in the N.T. esp. the 


Passover. 

Movable feasts: those (viz. Easter and the feasts depend- 
ing on it) of which the date varies from year to year; op- 
posed to znzmovable feasts, such as Christmas, the Saints’ 
Days, etc. . 

aiz25 Ancr. R, 22 3if hit beo holiniht vor be feste of nie 
lescuns pet kumed amorwen. c1275 Passion 85 in O. £, 
Misc. 39 As hit neyhlechet to heore muchele feste. 1297 R. 
Guouc. (1724) 441 Hys Ester feste. ¢1340 Cursor M1. 10428 
(Trin.) Men shulde.. fair cloping on hem..take for her he3e 
feestes sake. c1380 Wyciir Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 238 Pei 
holden wel pis feeste. 1411 Jolls of Parlt. III. 650/1 The 
Saterday neghst after the fest of Seint Michael, cx1470 
Henry Wadlace x1. 352 He said, it was bot till a kyrkyn 
fest, 1526 TinpaLe Lake xxii. 1 The feaste of swete breed 
drue nye whiche is called ester. a1550 Christis Kirke Gr. 
vi, For honor of the feist. 1570-6 LamBarpr Peramd, Kent 
(1826) 124 As the Romanes did their feast of Fugalia, or 
chasing out of the Kings. 16rz Biste x. xii, 14 You shall 
keepe it a feast by an ordinance for euer. 1740 Gray Lett, 
Wks. 1884 II. 85 Corpus Christi Day, the greatest feast in 
the year. 1796 H. Hunter St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) 
III. 308 It is the feast of Jupiter. 1825 Fosproxe Lucycl. 
Antliq. (1843) I. 651/2 A principal feast was made. .in com- 
memoration of the return of warmth and the sun, 1885 
Catholic Dict., Feasts of the Church, Days on which the 
Church joyfully commemorates particular mysteries of the 
Christian religion or the glory of her saints. 

b. Double feast (L. festum duplex); the desig- 
nation given to the most important class of feasts 
in the Roman Catholic church ; for the (disputed) 
origin of the name see Cathol. Dict. s. v. Feast, 

ai228 Ancr. R.70 Euerich urideie .. holded silence bute 
gif hit beo duble feste. c1500 ArNoLp Chron, (1811) 68 On 
sondayes and other solempne and double festys. 


e, A village festival held annually, originally 
on the feast of the saint to whom the parish church 
is dedicated (cf. Fr. féle de village), but now 
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usually on a particular Sunday of the year, and the 
one or two days following. In some places called 
wakes or revels. 

In England the village ‘feast,’ where it continues to be 
observed, is the great annual occasion (second to or rivalling 
Christmas) for family gatherings and the entertainment of 
visitors from a distance. 

1559 Mirr. Mag., Worcester xvii, Whan I should have 
gone to Blockam feast. 182x Crare V2l/, Minstr. 1. 33 
Statute and feast his village yearly knew. 1857 Hucues 
Tom Brown. ii, The great times for back-swording came 
round..at the feast. éid., The Vale ‘veasts’ were not the 
common statute feasts. 1864 W. Barnes in Jac. Mag. 
Oct. 476 At the feast, at the cool evenentide, I walk’d on wi’ 


you. 
+2. A gathering for pleasure or sports; a f{éte. 
1485 Caxton Paris § V. (1868) 13 The kyng.. made his 
maundement that they al shold come wyth theyr armes and 
hors for to Iouste .. and they that shold do best in armes.. 
they shold haue the prys and the worshyp of the feste. 
c 1489 — Sonnes of Aymon vii. 175 They sholde kepe well 
the feest, that noo noyse nor noo stryffe were there made. 
3. A sumptuous meal or entertainment, given to 
a number of guests; a banquet, esp. of a more or 
less public nature. Also a series of such entertain- 
ments. Zo make a feast: to give a banquet. 
+ To hold a feast: to give or join in a banquet. 
c1200 Tri. Coll. Tont. 11 Untimeliche eten alehuse and 
at ferme and at feste. c1275 Lay. 14425 Pe king makede 
feste [1205 ueorme]. @1300 /Voriz § Bl. 78 Anon me him 
tipinge tolde Pat be admiral wolde feste hfolde]. cx1350 
Will. Palerne 5074 Pe fest of pat mariage a mone} fulle lasted. 
¢1386 Cuaucer Clerk's T. 954 Ful besy was Grisilde in 
every thing, hat to the feste was appertinent. 1389 in Lg. 
Gilds (1870) 4 Pe brethren and sustren..shul..hold togeder 
..afest. c1400 Desty. Troy 205 He cast hym full cointly be 
cause of this thyng, In a Cite be-syde to somyn a fest. 
a1400-50 Alexander 480 Pis dere kynge.. Had parreld him 
a proude feste of princes & dukis. 1523 Lp. Berners /vo7ss, 
I, Ixxxi. 103 The nexte day she made them a great feest at 
dyner, 1607 Suaxs, Timon 11. vi. 75 Make not a Citie 
Feast of it, to let the meat coole, ere we can agree vpon the 
first place. 1678 Lapy Cuawortn in “7st. JSS. Comin, 
r2th Rep. App. v. 53 ‘The Duke of Yorke comes to towne 
to the Artillery feast to-day. 1682 Bunyan /loly War (1785) 
165 Mr. Carnal Security did again make a feast for the town 
of Mansoul. 1779-81 Jounson L. P., Savage Wks. III. 344 
Savage..was.. distinguished at their public feasts. 1814 
Byron Corsair 1. i, Seyd, the Pacha, makes a feast to-night, 


+b. Hence rarely: The company at a feast. 
a 1400-80 Alexander 492 All be fest was a-ferd & opire 
folke bathe, 
4. An unusually abundant and delicious meal ; 
something delicious to feed upon; fig. an exquisite 
gratification, a rich treat. Zo make a feast: to 


enjoy a good meal, eat luxuriously (of, 2077). 

1393 GowreR Conf, III. 30 Eke min ere hath over this 
A deinty feste. c1q440 Vork Myst. xv. ro Say felowes, 
what! fynde yhe any feest Me falles for to haue parte, 
parde! 1526 Prlgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 290b, They 
attayne to greater feestes, and more .. haboundaunt ioye of 
the spiryte. 1562 J. Hreywoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 85 
Folke saie, enough is as good as a feast. 1645 QuARLES 
Sol. Recant, viii. 43 This makes thy morsell a perpetuall 
Feast. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. xv. 266 And make a 
feast upon me. 1739 Gray Left, Wks. 1884 II. 48 Two 
eunuchs’ voices, that were a perfect feast to ears that had 
heard nothing but French operas for a year. @1744 Pore 
Imit. Hor. Epist. i. vii. 25 Pray take them, Sir—Enough’s 
aFeast. 1822 SueLiry //ed/as 1025 The death-birds descend 
to their feast. 1823 Lams £déa Ser. 1. Distant Corr., The 
moment you received the intelligence my full feast of fun 
would be over. 1851 Hawrnorne “Vo. Sev. Gables xix. (1883) 
338 He would make a feast of the portly grunter. 1865 M. 
Arnotp £ss, Crit. vi. (1875) 247 How little of a feast for the 
senses. 1870 Dickens 2. Dyood iii, We had a feast. 

+ 5. Rejoicing, festivity. Ods. 

c1300 St, Brandan 75 We seide hem that we hadde i-beo 
in alle joy.and feste, Bifore the 3ates of Paradys. ¢1315 
SHorEHAM (Percy Soc.) 148 Ac nys no blysse ne no feste 
[Arinted seste] A3eyns the joye of conqueste Thet hys thor3 
god. 1644 Mitton Zawc., Living out their days in feast and 
jollity. 1667 — P, LZ. v1. 167 Ministring Spirits, traind up 
in Feast and Song. 

6. To make feast (=F¥r. faire fete): a. To make 
merry, rejoice ; in later use with narrower sense, to 
enjoy a delicious repast, to feast. arch. 

a1225 Ancr.R.222 He..bringed hire on to. .a last makien 
feste, c1300 Sey Fulian 33 Vo gadere hi made gret feste. 
1375 Barsour Sruce x1x.730 The scottis folk .. maid fest 
and far, And blew hornys and fyres maid. 1483 Caxton 
Gold. Leg. 188/1 As sone as thy salutacyon entrid in to myn 
eerys the chylde..made joye and feste. @1533 Lp, Berners 
Huon vii. 16 My hert is not very joyfull to synge nor to 
make fest. 1870 Morris Larthly Par., Cupid § Psyche 
(1890) 107/t Come, sister, sit, and let us make good feast ! 
1881 Tennyson Cw ii. Poems (1889) 762/2, I would that 
every man made feast to-day Beneath the shadow of our 
pines ! 

+b. To show honour or respect 70, make much 
of (a person). Cf. Fr. facve féte a. Also absol. 


To pay one’s court. Ods. 

1340 Ayenb. 156 Pe lhord..him froteb and makeb him 
greate feste. c1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blanche 638 With his 
hede he maketh feste. cxg00 Roz. Rose 5064 She..laugheth 
on hym, and makith hym feeste. c1450 A/erdin 88 He..mer- 
veiled why the kynge made hym soche grete feeste. 1533 
Lp. Berners 4/207 lvi. 189 His doughter came to hym to 
make him feest. : é 

7. attrib. and Comb, a, simple attrib., as feast- 
cake, -companion, -guest, -house, -night, -rite, 
-robe; feast-famous adj. . objective, as /east- 
goer; feast-finding adj. 





FEAST. 


1857 Hucues Tone Brow 1. ii, Every household, .managed 
to raise a *‘feast-cake’. a1610 HraLey Theophrastus (1636) 
40 His *feast-companions, 1s91 Sytvester Dz Darias 1. v. 
143 Dainty Salmons, Chevins thunder-scar’d, *east-famous 
Sturgeons. 1593 SHaks. Lucr. 817 *“Feast-finding minstrels. 
1552 Hutort, *Feast-gestes which be inuited to the banquet 
or feast. 1857 Hucures Tom Browz 1, ii, The frighted 
scurrying away of the female *feast-goers. 1483 Cath. Ang?. 
128/2 A *Fest house, comutwarium. 1539 CRANMER in 
Strype Zz/é 11. (1694) 246 Every alehouse and tavern, every 
feasthouse. 1820 Krats St, Agves xx, This *feast-night. 
1725 Pore Odyss. x. 404 Shall I be led To share thy *feast- 
rites. 1594 Hooker Zccl. Pol, 111. (1617) 94 Keeping on 
his *feast-robe onely. 

8. Special comb.: + feast-bed, a couch for re- 
clining at meals, a triclinium; feast-day, a day 
on which a feast (senses 1-3) is held; feast- 
maker, the giver ofa feast ; feast-master, one who 
presides at a feast ; feast-won a., won by a feast. 

a@1661 Hotypay Fuvenal 268 Lazing on their *feast-beds. 
a@1300 Cursor A, 13131 (Cott.) Sant Ion al-wais in prisun 
lai, Til it com on a *fest dai. 1382 Wycuir 1 AZace. i. 41 
The feestdays therof ben turned in to mournyng. ¢ 1400 
Maunpev. (Roxb.) viii. 30 Pai drink na wyne comounly, bot 
on hegh feste days. 1611 Biste Azwos y. 21,1 despise your 
feast dayes. a1746 Hotnswortu On Virgil (1768) 138 
On the feast-day of Castor and Pollux. 1870 Dickens 
£. Drood xiii, 1t would never do to spoil his feast-days. 
1581 Ropinson tr. More's Utop, Epist. (Arb.) 26 Geuyng no 
thankes to the *feaste maker. 1661 Hotypay Yuvenal 50 
It [the word ¢rechedifna] is sometimes taken for the feast- 
maker. 1610 HeaLEy St. Aug. Citie of God 521 Doth not 
the Bridegroome turne all the *feast-maisters .. out of his 
chamber. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. III. 1. 188 Then 
needs must the feast masters strive ‘loo pensive thoughts 
away to drive. 1607 SHaks. Tvnou u. il. 180 *Feast won, 
fast lost. 

Feast (fist), v. Forms: 3-5 fest(e(n, -in, -yn, 
4 feaste, 5 feest, 6 feasten, 6— feast. [ME. 
Jesten, ad, OF. fester (Fr. eter), f. feste Fuasr sb.] 

1. zxtr. To make or partake of a feast, fare 
sumptuously, regale oneself. Also with oz, won, 


and ¢o feast it. 

c1300 K, Adis, 1578 Teller of jeste is ofte myslike Ribaud 
festeth also with tripe. ¢1385 CHAucER LZ. G. WW. 2157 
Ariadne, There festen they, there dauncen they and synge. 
1483 Cath. Angl, 128/2 To Feste. 1590 Suaks. Com. Err. 
1V. lv. 65 Did this Companion .. Reuell and feast it at my 
house to-day [?] 1627-77 Fevrtuam Resolves 1. xxviii. 48 
When the Sun-bak’d Peasant goes to feast it with a Gentle- 
man. 1691 Harteuirre Virtues 71 They honour a Martyr 
by feasting on his Festival. 1819 SuELLey Cyclops 365 The 
Cyclops .. Now feasts on the dead. 1859 Tennyson Enid 
1136 Geraint .. bad the host Call in .. his friends And feast 
with these in honour of their Earl, 

jig. ¢1600 SHAKS. Sonn. xlvii, With my loves’ picture 
then my eye doth feast. 1768 Verse of Oxford Newsman 
in Oxford Sausage (1822) 177 At length we change our 
wonted note And feast, all winter, on a vote. 1825 Lyrron 
Falkland 13, 1 have, as it were, feasted upon the passions. 
1871 G. Mrrepiru HY. Richmond xxv. (1887) 226 The prin- 
cess..let her eyes feast incessantly on a laughing sea. 

+b. To keep holiday, give oneself to pleasure ; 
to enjoy oneself. Ods. 

1608 Suaxs. Per. 1. iv. 107 Feast here awhile, Until our 
stars that frown lend us a smile. f 

e. To feast away, to drive away by feasting ; to 
pass (time) in feasting. 

1621 Br. Hatt Heaven upon Earth § 6 Feast away thy 
cares. 1733 Fievpinc Dox Quix. ix Eng. u. v, Then 
hungry homeward we return, To feast away the night. 

2. trans. To provide a feast for, regale. Also re/. 

1340-70 Adisaunder 978 Whan hee is fare fro fight his 
folke for too feaste. 1377 Lanai. P. PZ. B. xv. 335 Religious 
pat riche ben shulde rather feste beggeres pan burgeys. 
1470-85 Matory Arthur 1. xxi, The kynge and all.. that 
were fested that day. 1870-6 LamBarpE Peramb. Kent 
(1826) 256 The Lorde Bartholomew. .magnificently feasted 
there the Queene. 1602 Marston Aztonio’s Rev. V. Vv, 
Here lies a dish to feast thy fathers gorge. 1651 DAVENANT 
Gondibert 111. Vv. 80 Hope, the worlds .. standing Guest, 
Fed by the Rich, but feasted by the Poor, 1725 Dr For 
Voy. round World (1840) 179 Our men might be said not 
to refresh but to feast themselves here with fresh provisions, 
1849 James lVoodman vy, Arrangements made for feasting 
the number of forty in the stranger’s hall. 1863 Gro. ELior 
Romola 1, xx, The guests were all feasted after this initial 
ceremony. : b 

Jig. ¢%300 Havelok 2938 Hauelok .. bigan .. His denshe 
men to feste wel With riche landes. 1393 Lanct. P. P2. C. 
xvi, 318 Miat-woluntas-tua festep hym eche day. 1607 
Suaxs. Zivzon ut. vie 36 Feast your eares with the Musicke 
awhile. 1653 Watton Angler 46 A companion that feasts 
the company with wit and mirth, 17or Farqunar Sir 1. 
Wildair v.v, Well charm our ears with Abel’s voice 3 feast 
our eyes with one another. 1749 Firtpinc Tow Youes xu. 
xiii, With the Gypsies he had feasted only his understand- 
ing, 1816 J. Wirson City of Plague 1. i. 163, I know not 
why My soul thus longs to feast itself on terror. 1818 Jas. 
Mitt Brit. India 11, 1. vii. 256 To feast the Company 
with the most flattering accounts of the state of their affairs. 
1857 Wittmorr Péeas. Lit. xi. 45 Pope, at twelve feasted 
his eyes in the picture galleries of Spenser, . ! 

3. In a more general sense; To entertain hospit- 


ably and sumptuously. 

1490 Caxton Lneydos xiii, 48 She doeth make grete 
appareylles for to feeste Eneas ryghte highely. 1548 Hatt 
Chron. 184 b, They were of Philippe, duke of Bourgoyne, 
wel receyved and fested. 1600 EH, Biounr tr. Covestaggio 
30 The Duke of Medina Sidonia feasted the King, with 
chasing of buls. x60z Suaxs. Zwel. NV. 11. iv. 2 How shall 
I feast him? What bestow of him? ° 

Hence Fea‘sted ///.a. Fea'sting /p/. a. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 158/1 Festyd, or fed wythe goode 
mete and drynke, convivatus. 1652 BeNLowrEs //eoph. 1. 


FEASTER, 


lii. 58 That I may enter with thy feasted friends, 1674 
Drypen State Innocence 17 All these are ours, all nature’s 
excellence Whose tast or smell can bless the feasted sence. 
1592 SHaxs. Rom. § Ful. v. iii, 86 Her beautie makes ‘This 
Vault a feasting presence full of light. 

Feasten (ffst'n), a. vare. [f. Fras sd. + -En 4.] 
Made for a feast. 

1891 A thenxum 10 Oct. 486/3 The admirable collection of 
feasten and ceremonial cakes. 

Feaster (ffsto1). [f. Feast v.+-ER1.] 

+1. The giver of a feast, host, entertainer. Ods. 

c 1428 Festivals Church 294 in Leg. Rood (1871) 220 Neuer 
festour fedde better. 1548 UDALL, etc. Hvasm. Par. Matt. 
xiv. 18 A feaster and a feader of the bodies. 1587 Turperv. 
Trag. T. (1837) 40 The feaster prayde eche one to take his 
place. 1611 Cotcr., Festivant, a feaster or feast maker. 

2. One who isin the habit of feasting ; a luxurious 
liver. 

@ 1633 Austin JJedit. (1635) 84 Thou shalt havg more loy 
..then the worldly Feasters have. a 1661 Hotypay Yuvenal 
50 Implying, that the Romans once plain and thrifty were 
now become feasters. 1670 Mitton //ist. Lug. 1. Wks. 
(1847) 482/2 Lud was hardy, and bold in war ; in peace, a 
jolly feaster. 1725 Pork Odyss. 111. 401 While lawless feasters 
in thy palace sway. 1806 W. Taytor in Aum. Nev. LV. 221 
The pampered feaster, 

3. One who partakes of a feast; a guest. 

1813 Scorr Rokeby 1. xiv, Among the feasters waited 
near, Sorrow. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. Il. 1. 187 
What music on the feasters fell. 

Feastful ({fstful), a. arch. [f. as prec. + -FUL. 
The formation was prob. first suggested by the 
sound of Fustivat a@.; cf. FEesryrut.] 

1. Occupied in or addicted to feasting; of the 
nature of feasting ; festive. + /castful day: origin- 
ally=festival day, but in late examples the adj. 


has the general sense. 

a1440 Found. Sé. Bartholomew's 1.1. 35 Whan the goldyne 
path of the son reducid to vs the desirid ioyes of festfull 
celebrite. 1447 Boxennam Seyntys( Roxb.) 49 Upon a festful 
day Clepyd of the temple the dedycacyoun. 1553 Brecon 
Reliques of Rome (1563) 75* The feastful day of the Epi- 
phanye. 1645 Mitton Soxmet ix. 12 The Bridegroom and 
his feastful friends Pass to bliss. 1671 — Sasson 1741 ‘The 
virgins also shall, on feastful days, Visit his tomb with 
flowers. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 117 His herds and flocks in 
feastful rites devour, Jé7d. 1v. gor They rise, and to the 
feastful hall remove. 1849 J. Stertine in /raser’s Mag. 
XX XIX. 416 For this he bade to smile The feastful city 
with all joy’s excesses. 1870 Morris Larthly Par, 1. 346 
So fell the noisy day to feastful night. 

2. Filled with feasting, full of food and wine. 

1810 Lams Poems, Salome, The feastful monarch’s heart 
was fired. — 

Feasting (frstin), vd/. sb. [f. Fuasr v.+ 
-InG!.] The action of the vb. Feast in various 
senses; an instance of this. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer 7voylus 11. 1669 He spendith iustith and 
makith festynges. 1377 Lanci. P. Pl. B. xt. 188 3Zowre 
frendes wil .. fonde 30w to quite 3owre festynge and 30wre 
faire 3ifte. 1538 Starkey Lxgland 1. iii. 95 For ther was 
neuer so grete festyng and bankettyng. 1665 ManLey 
Grotius’ Low C. Warres 13 TVhe Commons, whose whole 
study was Merchandizing and feasting. 1710 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 4659/2 Publick Feastings have been made at Court 
twice every Week. 1774 J. Bryant AZythol. U1. 133 They 
were giving themselves up to feasting and jollity. 1840 
Tuiriwatt Greece VII. lix. 339 Ptolemy celebrated his 
second deliverance. .by sacrifices and feastings. 

attrib. 1563 Homilies u. Place §& Time Prayer Mu. (1859) 
350 Come .. and cheerfully enter into Gods feastinghouse. 
1641 Brome Yoviall Crew 11. Wks. 1873 I11. 389 The Master 
of your Feast and feasting-House. 

Feastings even, erron. form of FASTENS EEN. 

Feastivity, obs. form of Frstiviry. 

+Fea'stly, ¢. Obs. rare. [f. Fuast 5b.+-Ly1.] 
Festive, fond of feasting, jolly. 

¢ 1386 CHaucer Sg7.’s T, 273 A.. feestlych man as fressh 
as May. 

+ Fea‘stly, adv. Obs. In 3 festclike. [f. as 
prec.+-Ly #.] As men do at a feast ; merrily. 

c12g0 Gen. & Ex. 3407 letro..at wid moysen festelike. 

Feastraw(e: see FEASETRAW. 

Fea'stress. vare. <A female feaster. 

1836-48 B. D. Watsu Avistoph. 9 note, The plays of the 
Feastresses and the Frogs. 

Feat ({7t), sd. Forms: 4-4 fait(e, -yt(e, 4-6 
fete, (4 fet), 5 faytte, 5-6 faicte, feacte, fett(e, 
feet(e, feit, (6 faytht), 5-7 feate, 6, 9 Sc. fate, 
6- feat. fa. OFr. fazt, fet (later fazct):—L. 
factum: see Fact.] 

+1. In neutral sense: An action, deed, course of 
conduct; = Facria. Also Heats and deeds. To 
do, perform or work the feat; to ‘do the deed’. Zo 
work one’s (full) feat : to effect one’s full purpose. 

c1420 Chron. Vilod. 2464 To Wylton he bytte 30w gon 
To parforme pe fette. 1491 Caxton Vitas Paty. (W. de W. 
1495) 1. ix. 13b/2 Saynt Iherom.. prayed that he wold 
recounte to hem of his faytes & his dedes. 1503-4 Act 19 
Hen, VII, c. 34 Preamb., Dyvers feetis betwen hts con- 
seyved and conspired. 1538 Lrtanp /¢/x. IV. 6 Of the 
which [treasoure]. .he tooke a certein part..to a Feete at his 
own Pleasure. @1g55 Riptey Ws. (1843) 65 ‘Vhou..shalt 
be lawfully called to do thy feat and to play thy part. 1576 

Lyde Tarryeth no Man, Thy money is English, which 
must worke the feate. 1577 Hotinsuep Chron. II. 310 
To come to their succours in time, and yer the English- 
men had wrote their full feat. 1587 Turserv. 7vag. 7. 
(1837) ror He that had resolvde .. to.. doe his feate, and 
home agayne, 1630 R. Johnson's Kingd. § Commw. 34 
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Where numbers .. and weapons have not .. prevailed, there 
hath money alone done the feat. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s 
Tron Age 7 The Tartars .. as soon as they have done their 
feat. .betake themselves to their heels. 1678 ButLer //d. 
ut. i 51x If you have perform’d the Feat ‘The Blows are 
visible. 1732 Pore /7or. Sat. ut. ii. 15 If then plain bread 
and milk will do the feat, The pleasure lies in you, and not 
the meat. : 

+b. Action in general; overt action; deeds, as 
opposed to words. Ay way of feat (Law; =F. 
par voie de fait): by violence. Obs. 

1362 Lancu. P. PZ. A. 1, 160 James be gentel bond hit in 
his Book, Pat [Fey] withouten [fait] Is febelore en nou3t. 
«1400-50 Alexander 4366 All pare fete. .in falshede it endis, 
1426 Oath of Lords in Hall Chron. (1809) 135 Not suffer 
that any of the saied parties. .procede or attempte by waye 
of feit against the kynges peace. Jéid., Redressyng all 
such maner of procedyng by waie of feit or force. 1560 
Proude Wyues Pater Noster 35 in Hazl. £. P. P. 1V. 152, 
I can nought gete of him by fete nor wyle. 

+-@. A business transaction. Ods. 

1588 J. Metis Briefe [ustr. F iv b, Put your feates downe 
. .aparte in a leafe. .after your doing. 

d. By feat of: by the agency of, by dint of. 
Obs. exc. arch. 

1489 Caxton Jaytes of A. 1. i. 1 Executed by fayt of 
dyligence and witte. 1805 Scorr Last Mzustr. 1. xi, Men 
said, he changed his mortal frame By feat of magic 
mystery. 

2. An exceptional or noteworthy act or achieve- 
ment; esp. a deed of valour; a noble exploit. 
Often in feat of arms. Now somewhat arch., and 
with some mixture of 3. 

«1400-50 Alexander 3105 All be feete at oure fadirs in 
be fold hade. 1485 Caxton Paris § V’. 9 Knyghtes redy to 
do fayte of armes. cx1507 Fustes Moneths May § Fune 182 
Hazl. in Z. P. P. I. 127 Noble actes and faytes mercyall 
Shall be had in remembraunce immortall. 1555 App. PARKER 
Ps. cvi. 305 Noble faytes in Egypt done. 1585 Jas. I Zss. 
Poesie (Arb.) 67 Martiall and knichtly faittis of armes. 1611 
Briste ¥udith xi. 8 Thou onely art .. wonderfull in feates of 
warre. 1642 R. Carpenter Experience, A peece of sanctified 
and blessed waxe, which shall .. make the Devill runne, and 
doe many such feates. 1667 Mitton ?. LZ. u. 537 With feats 
of Arms From either end of Heav’n the welkin burns. 1813 
Scorr 7yzerm. 1. xxvi, For feats of arms as far renown’d 
As warrior of the Table Round, 1843 Lyrron Last Bar. 
1. i, Those personal feats .. dazzled the populace. 1856 
Srantey Sinzaz § Pad. iii. (1858) 161 Othniel performed the 
feat of arms that won him the daughter of Caleb. 

+b. Man or folk of feat: man or folk of deeds 
or might. Cf. Fr. gens de fait. 

c 1500 Melusine 119 They were folke of faytte and of grete 
enterpryse. J/ézd, 211 Prysouners..al men of estate & 
faytte. 

3. An action displaying dexterity or strength; a 
surprising trick, a ‘tour de force’. 

1564 Brief Exam. * * * * * *, Among the Painims .. men 
are able to wofke theyr feates. 1614 Br. Hatt Recod/. 
Treat. 989 Hee had rather send for his magicians to worke 
feates. 1682S. PorpacE Medal Rev. 281 The jugling feat 
Is plainly seen. 1770 Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 22 Sleights of 
art and feats of strength went round, 1822 Imison Se. ¢ 
Art I. 22 Feats of balancing. 1826 J. Witson WVoct. Ambr. 
Wks. 1855 I. 240 What tricks did the imps perform? ‘They 
werena tricks, they were fates. 1867 Lapy HerBerr 
Cradle L. vi. 155 A wonderful feat of architectural skill. 

+4. An evil deed; a crime. Obs. =FActT I c. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey 224 This fals turk ..had don this 
feet. 1490 — Eneydos iv. 20 ‘The blody faytte vpon me 
doon by the false.. Plasmator. 1559 Mirv. Mag., Dk. 
Clarence xii, Towarde his feat to set me more on fire. 

+5. A kind of action; one of the operations 
practised in any art or profession ; also, in more 
comprehensive sense, a department of action, a 
pursuit, employment, art or profession. Zhe feat 
of merchandise; mercantile business. (Zhe) feat 
of war: warfare. Seats of war: military duties 
or exercises. Ods, 

¢ 1400 Destr. Trey 10039 Wise men in werr .. Of all fetis 
enfourmyt, bat to fight longit. c1g00 ARNOLDE Chron. 
(1811) 80 Freemen ocupied a bowte the faite of marchandise 
in ferre contreis. 1511-2 Act 3 Hen. VI/TI,c. 5 $1 Toserve 
the Kyng..in feit of Warre. 1531 ELyot Gov. 1. viii. (1537) 
24 By the feate of portraiture..a capitayne maye dyscriue 
the countrey of his aduersary. 1539 CRANMER in Strype 
Life 1. (1694) 243 The smith. .will not sell. .the tools of his 
occupation. For then how should hee work his feat? 1540 
Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 42 § 3 Suche persones .. exercise 
barbari, as washynge, or shauyng, and other feates thervnto 
belongyng. 1555 Act 2-3 Ph. §& M.c. 11 § 4 No.. Weaver 
.. shall .. exercise the Feat or Mystery of a Tucker. 1574 
J. Dee in Lett, Lit. Men (Camden) 38 A good boke or In- 
strument for Perspective, Astronomy, or som feat of im- 
portance. 1577 tr. Budlinger'’s Decades 11. i, 268/1 The 
feate of merchandising is no where condemned throughout 
the holye Scriptures. 1600 Hottanp Livy xxt. xxv. (1609) 
407 A nation unskilfull altogether in the feat of assaulting 
townes. 1648 Mitton Venure Kings (1650) 57 ‘Vhey.. 
practise feats in the Artillery-grounds. 1652 NrrpHAM 
tr. Sedden’s Mare Cl. 498 People .. using and exercising 
the craft and feat of Fishing. 

+6. The art, knack, or trick of doing anything. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Clerk's 7. 373 Grisildis .. Coude all the 
fete of wifly homliness. c1400 Desty. Tvoy 1529 Masons. .pat 
mykull fete couthe. 1548 UDALL, etc. Lvasmm. Par. Mark iii. 
27 None knewe better the feate howe to worke mischiefe, 
1553 Short Catech. in Liturgies, etc. (1844) 496 More. .than 
that I, -by any feat of utterance, may easily express it. 
1599 Nasne Lenten Stuffe (1871) 107 They want the right 
feat, how to salt and season them, 1633 Forp Love's Sacr. 
1. ii, I have got the feat on’t. 168x GLANVILL Sadducisimus 
u. 39 These Men haying. .the Feat..of Colouring, Painting 
and Fucussing. 











FEAT. 


+7, Fact, actuality. In phrases: Zhe feat of: 
the facts that relate to. /7, of feat: in fact. Obs. 

13.. E. E, Addit. P. B. 1106 Hit ferde freloker in fete in 
his fayre honde. ax1400-go Alexander 30 Pai .. Of pe fold 
& of be firmament wele be fete cuthe. 1436 Pol. Poems 
(Rolls) II, 182 ‘Than shulde worshyp unto oure noble be, In 
feet and forme to Jorde and magesté. ¢1477 CAxTON Jason 
13 Alway in feet ye haue refused him. 1481 — A/yr~. m1. 
iv. Lvij b, Will ye thenne after see the fait of the mone. 
1490 — Lneydos iv. 18 To haue knowleche of this myracle 
and of alle the faytte therof. c1g00 A7e/usine 184 Of faytte 
theire was grete scarmysshing and grete losse. _ 

+b. Upon the feat of (Fr. sur le fait de): on 
the subject of, concerning. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 427/1 Gyuyng counceyll to the 
sowles upon the fayte of theyr conscyence. 1483 — G. de 
la Tour (1868) 167 Ones it befell to Syre Foucques delaual, 
as he told me vpon the fayt of this Ensample. c¢1489 — 
Blanchardyn xxiii. 76 The proude pucelle .. spake .. vpon 
the faytte of her werre. 

8. Comb. objective, as feat-worker. 

1617 Purcuas Pilgrimage wv. xviii. § 5 (ed. 3) 504 ‘Tum- 
blers, and other feat-workers. 

Feat (fzt), a. and adv. Obs. exc. arch. and dial. 
Forms: 4-6 fete, 6 feet(e, (fette, fait, feacte), 
6-7 feate, 5- feat. [a. OF. facé made:—L. factus, 
pa. pple. of facére to make. 

In Fr, the word seems always to have retained its dis- 
tinctly ppl.sense. But /azt four (lit. ‘made for’) is now 
used in much the same way as feat for, fo (sense 1).] 


A. adj. 

1. Fitting, suitable, proper. Const. for, Zo. 

¢ 1328 Coer de L. 3024 Mete and drynk that is nought fete 
To hys body. 1555 Even Decades 18x A name very feete 
and agreable to many of them. 1562 J. HEywoop /rov. & 
Epigr. (1867) 73 Shewyng him selfe a new man, as was feet. 
1570 Dre Math. Pref, At tymes fete, and in places con- 
venient. 1575 Lanenam Let. (1871) 14 This place .. of 
nature iz foormed so feet for the purpose. 

2. Of speech or action (hence of speakers or 
agents): Apt, apropos; smart, adroit. Of move- 
ments: Dexterous, graceful. 

1519 Horman Vale. Qiijb, The feat conueyans of a 
speche that soundeth well to the eare. 1532 More Con/fut. 
Tindale Wks. 421 He commeth furth with his fete proper 
taunte. 1557 Zottell’s Misc. (Arb.) 157 Who hath plaied a 
feater cast Since iuglyng first begoon? 1579 LyLty Lxphues 
(Arb.) 46 Their wit. .forgeth them some feat excuse to cloake 
their vanitie. 1593 Bacchus Bountie in Harl, Misc. (Malh.) 
II. 273 This youth was a feate fellow and a fine faulkner. 
1611 Suaks. Cymé. v. v.88 Neuer Master had A Page..So 
feate. a16z25 FrercHer Wight-walker ui. vi, She speaks 
feat English. 1647 Jer. Taytor Dissuas. Popery u. Introd., 
His reasoning, and deducing from those principles such feat 
conclusions. @1699 STILLINGFL. (J.), That feat man at 
controversy. 1714 Gay Sheph, Week Monday 49 The 
featest maid That e’er at wake delightsome gambol play’d. 
1719 Cipper Love ix a Riddle u. i, Shew your Skill, and 
who's the featest Fellow! 1787 Grose Provinc. Gloss. s.v., 
A feit felly,a dexterous fellow. 1851S. Jupp Margaret 11. 
(1871) 380 With featest strokes she drives forward her canoe. 

3. Of dress, etc.: Becoming, well fitting, neat, 
elegant. Hence of the wearer: Neatly attired. 

¢1430 Lypc. Jin. Poens (Percy Soc.) 37 Feat was hir 
array. c14s0 Crt. of Love 1087 Patens faire and fete. 
1560 Proude Wyves Pater Noster 47 in Hazl. £. P. P. IV. 
153 Women .. Go feete’and fresshe and trymme in theyr 
gere. 1610 SHAKS. 7p. 1. i. 273 Looke how well my 
Garments sit vpon me, Much feater than before. 161 
Witner Efithal. Juvenil. (1633) 364 In your neat’st an 
feat’st adorning. 1880 in Antrim § Down Gloss. 


4. Neat in form or appearance, pretty, ‘nice’, 


elegant. 

a1471 MS. Cantab. F f. ii. 38, f. 48 (Halliw.) Ye fele ther 
fete, so fete ar thay. 1519 Horman Vudlg. Tv, She wereth 
corked slippers to make hir tal and feet. @ 1536 Calisto & 
Melib. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 62 Her mouth proper and feat. 
1594 Pratr Fewell-ho, ut. 7 Smaii and feate Leaden 
vveightes. 1607 TorseLt Four Beasts (1673) 229 The 
Sarmatican kind of Horses is feat and well fashioned. 1623 
Bincuam Xenophon 60 A woman of the featest fashion, 
1708 Brit. Apollo No. 93. 3/2 To what Use, can I put this 
feat Creature? 1785 Burns Yadloween iii, Lasses feat, an’ 
cleanly neat. 3 

5. Affected, finikin. 

o Hyrve tr. Vives’ Instr. Chr. Wom. (1592) Kij, She 
shal not .. use hir voyce to be feat and nice. a@x6, 
Ess. on Death in Bacon's Wks. (Spedding) V1. 603, I hold 
such to be but feat boldness, and them that dare commit it, 
to be vain. 1693 SHapweELL Volunteers u, ‘Tis the featest 
finical fellow, I ever saw! 1705 HickERINGILL Priest-cr. 
1, (1721) 44 Would Pinkethman..screw his Chaps into such 
feat Grimaces. 1709 StreLte Vatler No. 66 P 11, I pro- 
posed to flux him; but Greenhat answer’d, That if he 
recovered, he’d be as prim and feat as ever he was. 

6. Comb., as feat-bodied, -looking adjs. 

1613 Beaum. & Fi. Coxcomé ut. iii, This is a feat-bodied 
thing I tell you. 1877 N. W. Linc. Gloss. s.v., ‘She's 
a feat-lookin’ lass.’ 

B. adv. Ina ‘ feat’ manner. 

ax485 Houlate 518 To fecht for the faith fete. x51q 
Barcitay Cyt. § Ufplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 27 That can 
gambauld or daunce feat and gent. 1597 Suaxs. Lowers 
Compl. 48 Letters..With sleided silk feat and affectedly 
Enswath’d. 

+ Feat, v. Ols. Also 5 fete, feete. [f. the 
adj. Cf. OF. fatter, Farr v.27] 

1. ¢vans. To equip, furnish, make fit. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 4632 We ere fetid full faire, & hes 
oure fyue wittis. 1613 P. Forses Comm. Revelat, xv. 151 
The preachers are feated by swallowing of the little booke. 
Ibid. 152 These Ministers of the last wrath are feated and 
prepared to this great execution, 


FEATHER. 


b. Zo feat oneself forth: to display oneself. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 3989 He feetis him forth in his force 
& in his faire hi3te. 

2. Falconry. =F ax v.2 (of which it may be a 
corruption). 

1508 FisHer Wks. (1876) 154 There she [the sparowe] 
wypeth and feteth her byl. 1575 Turserv. azlconrie 120 
You must. .feate hir beake and cope hir reasonably. 

3. ? To constrain to propriety. 

1611 SHaks. Cym, 1. i. 49 [He] Liu’d in Court..A sample 
#0 the yongest ; to th’more Mature, A glasse that feated 
them, 


Hence Fea‘ted f//. a., suited. Fea‘ting v0. sd. 
1606 Birnie K7zrk-Buriall vii, We mumchance and mour- 
gean in such dilicate duilles, better feated for wowing nor 
woing.- 1682 N. O. Botleau's Lutrin ut. Argt., Yet for 
all’s Feating, The proof of th’ Pudding’s seen 1’ th’ eating. 

Feateous, var. form of Frarous a., Obs. 

Feather (fe'So1), sd. Forms: a. 1, 2 feSer, 
3 south. veSer, 2-5 feper(e, -ir, 4-6 feder, 5 
fedder, 5 fedyr, 4-6 fether, 6- feather. B. 1 
fider(e, fySer(e, 2 fi-, fySer, 2, 4 fyper. [Com, 
Teut. OF. /cder str. fem. = OS. fethara (Du. veder, 
veer), OHG. fedara (MHG. veder(e, mod.G, 
jeder), ON. fippr (Icel. f7odr, Da. fjeder, Sw. 
Spader) :—OTeut. *feprd:—pre-Teut. *Zetr@ fem., 
corresponding (exc. as to declension) to Gr. mrepév 
wing, f. root *Ze¢-, whence Skr. at, Gr. wérecOar 
to fly. With this word in ME. was to some extent 
confounded its derivative /ideve neut., wing (:—pre- 
Eng. type */j7jo-m), the examples of which are 
therefore placed here.] 

I. As an appendage. 

1. One of the epidermal appendages of a bird, 
usually in the form of a central shaft or midrib, of 
a horny nature, in part tubular, for the rest square 
in section and solid, fringed on either side with a 
‘vane’, z.é. a row of thin narrow plates mutually 
adpressed (the ‘ barbs’), which form a rounded 
outline at the end. Often preceded by some quali- 
fying word, as contour-, covert-, pin-, quill- etc. 
feather. In pi. also Plumage. 

a 1000 Phanix 145 (Gr.) priwa asczeced fedre flyhthwate. 
@ 1225 Ancr. R. 140 Ase brid pet haued lutel uleschs & 
monie uederen. a1250 Owl § Night. 1688 Ne schal.. 
a wrecche feber on ow bileve. 1393 Lanct. P. Pl. C. xv. 
173 Pe pokok and be popeiay with here proude federes. 
1440 Promp, Parv. 152/2 Fedyr, enna, pluma. 1808 
Fisuer ls. (1876) 154 She proyneth & setteth her feders in 
ordre. 1655 Mourert & Bennet Health's [improv. (746) 
171 The best part of a Duck are his Feathers. 1748 F. 
Smitu Voy. Disc. N.-W. Pass. 1. 155 Vhe whole Feathers 
(excepting the Pinion Feathers, and the large Feathers of 
the Tail) are double. 1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm. 309 


A feather consists of three parts, the quill, the shaft, and 
the vane. 

b. In various fig. expressions: + Two feathers 
out of a goose: a very small part of anything. 
+ To gain more feathers: (of a rumour) to assume 
larger proportions. + Zo pick feathers off (a 
person): to plunder. + Zo pull the feathers off (a 
person’s fame): to detract from. Zo smooth one's 
rumpled feathers: to recover one’s equanimity. 
To find a white feather in one's tail; to mount, 
show the whtte feather: (in allusion to the fact, 
that a white feather in a game-bird’s tail is a mark 
of inferior breeding) to perceive, show signs of 
cowardice. Zo crop the feathers of: to strip of 
bravery and pomp. 

¢1430 Lyne, Bochas 1, xii. (1544) 24a, Of his good fame 
she gan the feders pull. 1600 Hottanp Livy 1x. xxxviii. 
(1609) 342 The brute..got more feathers still as it flew. 1677 
YarraAnton £7. Jizprov. 24 All that is desired is but two 
Feathers out of their Goose, J/d/d. 25 The Lawyers Ob- 
jections are only made..that they may pick some more 
Feathers off him. 1825 Ox Budll-baiting 1. (Houlston 
Tracts 1. xxvii. 4), I’ve long guess’d..that we should find 
a white feather in thy tail. 1827 Pottox Course 7. v. 
toor Vanity, With a good conscience pleased, her feathers 
cropped, 1829 Scorr /rz/Z. 15 April, No one will defend 
him who shows the white feather. 1849 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge lix, ‘ * said Simon, as he smoothed his rumpled 
feathers, 1856 Rreapr Vever too late xvi, You..tempt a.. 
sick creature to mount the white feather, 

e. Proverb, 

1714 Manpevitte Fad. Bees (1725) 1. 130 Fine feathers 
make fine birds. 

d. trans. 

1784 Cowrer Task v. 26 The bents,. fledged with icy 
feathers, nod superb. 182x SHetLey Prometh. Unb, 1. 221 
Its plumes are as feathers of sunny frost. 

2. collect. Plumage; also fransf. (of plants) ; 
and in fig. sense: Attire, ‘get-up’. AM fowls in 
feather =birds of all feather. 

_c1400 Destr. Troy 343 All fowles in ffether fell bere 
vppon. @ 1400-50 Alexander 5604 Par fand pai bridis..Of 
febir fresch as any fame. @ 1634 RanDoLPH Amyntas 11. iii, 
What's their Feather? 1842 Tennyson Talking Oak 269 
All grass of silky feather grow. 1842 G. Darune in Proc. 
Berw. Nat. Club \1. 10 Which proved to be the male in 
tolerable feather and condition. 1855 THackEray WVew- 
comes 11, 34, I saw him in full clerical feather. 

b. In fig. phrases. Jn fine, good, high, etc. 

cather: in good condition of health, spirits, etc. 


Of the weather : High feather = brilliant condition. 
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+ A man of (the first) feather: one of (very) showy 
parts. Zo cut out of all feather: to take all ‘the 
shine’ out of. 

1592 Nasue P. Penilesse Wks. (Grosart) II, 78 You shall 
heare a Caualier of the first feather. 1667 DrypEn JZazden 
Queen v.i, A man of garniture and feather is above the 
dispensation of the sword, 1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. 
(Househ. ed.) 416/2 Todgers’s was in high feather. 1852 
R. S. Surtees Sfonge's Sp. Tour xiii. 65 Our friend..was 
now in good feather; he had got a large price for his 
good-for-nothing horse. 1855 Dickens Dorrit xxxii, ’m 
mm wonderful feather. 1865 Scotr in Reader No. 121. 
452/3 She cut me out of all feather. 1873 EpwarpEs & 
Merivae Life Sir H, Lawrence 1. 389 Havelock in great 
feather showed us round the fields of battle. 1878’. Harpy 
Return of Native i. (1879) 10 In summer days of highest 
feather. 1886 Barinc-Goutp Court Royal xxiv, Never 
was Mr. Rigsby in finer feather than at Court Royal. 


ce. Description of plumage; species (of bird). 
Often ¢ransf. in phrases of the same, that, every, 
etc. feather: =of the same, etc. kind or character. 


Proverb, Bzrds of a feather flock together. 

181 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 300 A Byrd of the 
same feather. 1599 Minsueu Sf. Gram. 83 Birdes of 
a feather will flocke togither. 1607 SHaxs. 7772072 1. i. 100, 
I am not of that Feather, to shake off My Friend when he 
must neede me, 1608 Day Hum. out of Br. ww. iii, A whole 
brood of signets, and all of a feather, x16rz Corcr. s.v. 
Alaine, A bird of his owne feather. 1645 RUTHERFORD 
Tryal §& Tri. Faith (1845) 60 Fowls of a feather flock 
together. 1650 R. StaryLton Strada's Low C. Warres v. 
121 Many of the Covenanters were birds of the same 
feather, 1665 J. Spencer Vile. Prophecies 70 He knows 
good men are soonest decoyed by those which seem of 
a feather with themselves. 1767 S. PaTerson Another 
Traveller ! 11, 48 Four hundred and fifty of them. .will be 
of the misjudging feather, 1827 PottoK Cowrse T. v. 328 
Birds of social feather, helping each His fellow’s flight. 
1829 CartyLe AZisc. (1857) 1. 272 Literary quacks of every 
feather, 1878 Brownine La Sazsiaz 4 Ferns of all feather. 

+3. Used in pd for: Wings. Ods. [Cf L. 
penne; the pl. federa was so used in OEF., but 
some of the examples in 12-14th c. prob. belong 
to OE. fivere wing.] 

c8s0 Martyrology Fragnt. in O. E, Texts (1885) 177 Pa hi 
bzeron to heofonum mid hiora fidra flyhte. c888 K, AStrreD 
Boeth. xxxvi. § 2 Ic hebbe swibe swifte fepera. c¢ 1000 
Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxiii. 37 Swa seo henn hyre cicenu under 
hyre fyberu [c 1160 Hatton fipera] zegaderad. c12z00 Vices 
& Virtues (1888) tor Vnder dare scadewe of dine fideres. 
c1290 S. Hug. Leg. 1. 64/357 And feperene to beren eow 
up-on hei3. @1340 Hampote Psalter xvii. 12 He flow 
abouen pe febirs of wyndes.. c1450 De Ieztatione it. xxiii, 
3eue me feders of very liberte. 1535 CovERDALE 2 Sam. 
xxil. 11 He. .appeared vpon the fethers of the wynde. 1595 
SHaks. Yohn tiv. ii. 174 Be Mercurie, set feathers to thy 
heeles, 1614 RatricH Hist, World 1.146 Josephus gave 
all Noah’s children feathers, to carry them far away. 

Jig. € 14374 Cuaucer Boeth. w. i. 110, I shal ficche feperes 
in pi pou3t. 1593 SHAxs. Lucy. 1216 Fleet-wing’d duty 
with thought’s feathers flies, 15983 Drake's Voy. (Hakluyt 
Soc.) 4 Hee hath feathers to fly to the toppe of his high 
desires. 

4. A feathered animal; a bird. 
Feathered game. 

r6or Snaxs. Twel, N, um. i, 71 Like the Haggard, checke 
at euery Feather, 1684 R. H. School Recreat, 136 Your 
Setting-Dog must. .love naturally to hunt Feathers, 1875 
‘ STONEHENGE’ Brit. Sports 1. 1. vil. § 7. 106 ‘The true Sussex 
may easily be kept strictly to feather, 1887 Pad Mali G. 
24 Aug. 13/2 He wandered..slaying whatever of fur and 
feather came in his way. 

II. As a detached object. 

5, Simply; also f/. as a commodity. 

cxooo Sax. Leechd. 1. 234 Smyre mid nire [i.e. niwre] 
febere. 13.. #. E. Allit. P. B. 1026 For .. folde per-on 
a ly3t fyber & hit to founs synkkez. ¢xz400 Maunpev. 
(Roxb.) xii. 50 If men caste a fether perin, it synkez to pe 
grund. c1440 Anc. Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 469 
And with a feder sprinke and spot the congour. 1593 
Suaxs. 3 Hen. VJ, m. i. 84 Looke, as I blow this Feather 
from my Face. 1608-11 Be. Hatu Medzt. § Vows u. § 25 
The Larke..while it playeth with the feather. .is caught in 
the Fowlers-net. 1614 — Recoll. Treat. 413 That was but 
as the fowlers feather, to make mee stoope. 1745 De Foe’s 
Eng. Tradesman xxvi, (1841) 1. 266 The feathers also from 
the same country. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. Il. 422 Fea- 
thers .. give nearly the same products as hair. 1841-44 
Emerson Zss., Prudence Wks. (Bohn) I. 99 Everything in 
nature, even motes and feathers, go by law. 


b. Proverb. 


1861 A, Leicnton Curious Storied Traditions Ser. II, 263 
There’s aye feathers where the doo [doves] roosts, 


+6. A pen. Obs. 

cx1ooo Ags. Gosp. Luke xvi. 6 Nim pine federe & site 
hrade & writ fiftiz. 1205 Lay. 49 Feberen he [Laj3amon] 
nom mid fingren. 

7. A portion, or (s¢zg. and #7.) portions, of a 
feather attached to the base of an arrow, to direct 
its flight. Also collect. 

@1631 Drayton Robin Hood, Their arrows finely paired, 
for timber and for feather, 1661 Boyte Style of Script. 
90 Those Historical Circumstances .. are like the Feathers 
that wing our Arrows. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa Wks. 
1883 VIII. 406 The barbed dart..sticks not in their hearts 
..up to the very feathers. 1825 Fosproxe Lucycl, Antig. 
(1843) II. xiii. 689/1 They required nimble strong arrows, 
with a middling feather, 1874 BourrLt, Arms § Arm, vil. 
134 The shafts of these arrows were provided, near their 
base, with feathers, or with strips of leather. 

8. As a personal decoration; a plume, es. in 
ostrich-feather. Also collect. Prince of Wales’ 
feathers, also The feather; the plume of three 


Also collect. 





FEATHER. 


‘ostrich feathers, first adopted as a crest by the 


Black Prince. /lush feather: see quot. 1823. 

1473 Warkw. Chvox. 14 He .. wered ane estryche feder. 
1536 Wri0THESLEY Chron. (1875) I. 51 Hattes of blake 
velwett and whyte feethers. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. V///, 1, 
iii. 24 They must ..leaue those remnants Of Foole and 
Feather, 1615 J. SrerHens Satir. Ess. (ed. 2) 211 Hee 
stickes a feather in his Hat. 1742 Younc V+, 7%. viii. 429 
Not in the feather, wave it e’er so high..IJs glory lodg’d. 
180z Wotcort (P. Pindar) Gt, Cry Little Wool Wks. 1812 
V. 166 ‘The tradesmen. .proud of the feather. 1804 Winp- 
HAM SP. Additional Force Bill 5 June in Sf. 1812 II. 229 
The volunteers have. .feathers as high..as those of the re- 
gular troops. 1823 Crass Technol, Dict., Feather (Mii.), 
an ornamental mark worn by officers and soldiers on their 
caps and hats..the jas feather, a straight smooth feather 
worn by officers on the staff. 1887 Pall Mall G. 27 Sept. 
11/t The Prince of Wales's feathers stand separate, 

b. Phrases: A feather in the cap, hat: a deco- 
ration, mark of honour, /¢. and /ig.; also + the 
badge of a fool; hence + /ack with the feather, 
a plume of feathers, for a trifling person. + Zo 
shake, wag the feather: to make a display of one’s 
honours. 

us8xr Petrie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. Pref. (1586) Avjb, 
‘Though a man shake the feather after the best fashion, and 
take upon him never so biglie, hee [etc.]. 1588 SHaks. 
L.L. L.1W.i. 96 What plume of feathers is hee that indited 
this Letter. @ 1633 Flodden F. xii. in Child Ballads 11. 
vi. clxviii. 353 Jack with a feather was lapt all in leather. 
1655 Futter Ch. Hist. v. iv. § 17 He wore a feather in his 
cap, and waged it too often. a@1700 B. EK, Dict. Cant. Crew 
s.v., He has a Feather in his Cap, a Periphrasis for a Fool. 
1734 Ducness or PortLtanp Let. to Miss Collingwood in 
Autob. Mrs. Delany I, 511 My Lord .. esteems it a feather 
in his hat, that [etc.]. 1736 Lepiarp Life Marlborough 
III. 370 A Feather in his Cap, was the least that was ex- 
pected for him, 1818 Byron Yaz 1. cxcix, Their favour 
in an author’s cap’s a feather. 1874 Hexps Soc. Press. v. 
70 It is always a feather in my cap when [etc.]. 

9. In ~/. As material for filling bedding, etc. 

1649 G. Danie Trinarch., Rich. II, clxxviii, Richard.. 
Sleeps on the feathers which himselfe had drest. 

10. a. Referred to as an object almost without 
weight, and capable of being moved with the 


greatest ease. 

1362 J. Heywoop Prov. & Epigr. (1867) 35 Than’ shall 
we see two men beare a fether. 161z Suaxs, Wnt. 7. u. 
iii. 154, I am a Feather for each Wind that blows. 1728 
Pore Dunc. u. 44 A brain of feathers and a heart of lead. 
a 1839 PRraEeD Poems (1864) I. 232 Folly’s breath. . would not 
stir a feather. 1843 Hoop Forge u. xvi, Fit for knocking 
down with a feather. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. 
vii, She felt the weight of her boy asif it had been a feather. 
1872 Brack Adv. Phaeton xxii. 307 Tita, who weighs about 
a feather and a half. 

b. Hence: Anything of little strength or im- 
portance; a very small amount, a trifle. + (Zo 


be pleased) to a feather: to a nicety. 

1601 Snaks. Ad/’s Well v. iii. 232 You boggle shrewdly, 
euery feather starts you. 1659 Azzrton’s Diary (1828) IV. 
376 They must be pleased to a feather. 1675 TRAHERNE 
Chr. Ethics xxv. 390 A straw and a feather shall forfeit all 
the obligations in the world, in some tempers. @ 1700 B, E. 
Dict. Cant. Crew, Titter, to Laugh at a Feather. 1794 
T. Jerrerson Wit. (1859) IV. 112 Rising at a feather 
against our friends. 

c. = FEATHER-WEIGHT. 


quot. 1823. 

1760 Heser Horse Matches ix. 20 Mr. Turner’s bay .. 5 
years old, carrying a feather. 1822 Hxaminer 232/2 Dr. 
Ph-ll-m-re, very light, a feather, took the field on his new 
rat-tail mare. 1823 ‘J. Ber’ Dict. Tur, etc., Boys under 
six stone are said to ‘ ride a feather’. 

III. Something resembling a feather. 

11. a. On human beings: A tuft or ridge of hair 

standing more or less upright. b, On horses: 


(see quot. 1803), 

@. ¢ 1830 Lp. Berners Arvth, Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 301 Arthur 
and Bawdwin..shoke theyr eares to put awaye the fethers 
fro their heyre. 1580 Baret Adv. F 320 Feather. .the curled 
bush of frizled haire (wherewith lustie gallants of late would 
seeme to counterfeit this iollie feather. 1841 S. WARREN 
Yen Thousand a Year XI. v, What's a feather? .. You see, 
sir, tis when a small lot of hair on a gent’s head will stick 
up, do all we can to try and get it down. 1851 Blackw. 
Mag. June 680 He wore his hair cropped close, except just 
in front, where it formed what the hair-dresser called 
a feather. 

b. 1880 Birunprevi. Art of Riding i. ii. 2 The Horse 
that hath an Ostrich feather..on his forhead..can neuer be 
euill Horse. 1598 FLorio, Circhiello, that which is called 
a feather in a horse. 1617 Markxuam Cava/, uu. 6 Euery 
horse..hath a feather in fe forehead. 1682 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1692/4 A light Grey Nag..a Feather in the.. 
Neck. 1737 H. Bracken Farriery (1757) Il. 7 Feathers, 
or different Turnings of the Hair, in several parts of a 
Horse's body. 1803 W. Tariin.SZort. Dict. 248 Feather. The 
Centrical division, and different directions, of the surround- 
ing hair in a horse’s forehead is so called: they are also 
frequently seen upon the neck..the mane, and .. the hind 
quarters, and are considered natural ornaments. ; 

12. A blemish or flaw having a feather-like 
appearance: a. inthe eye; b. ina precious stone. 

1847 Lever Kut. of Gwynne xxxix. 335 He had only 
one [eye], there was a feather on the other. 1866 Miss 
Brappon Lady's Mile 190 She had learned to discover a 
‘feather’ in a fifty-guinea emeraldring. 1879 — Vixen Ill. 
293, I don’t think there is a feather in one of the stones. 

13. Confectionery. One of the degrees in boiling 
sugar. Also 7he great, little feather: see quots. 
Cf. Fr. 2 la (grande, petite) plume. : 

1827 Jarrin /dalian Confectioner (ed. 3) 3 Confectioners 


To ride a feather: see 


FEATHER. 


. .have seven essential... bases of their art..4. La plume, the 
feather. /é7d, 4 The larger and greater quantity of bubbles, 
when blown through the skimmer, are the large feather. 
Thid. 9 Boil to the feather some of the same clarified sugar. 
Ibid. 60 Clarify a pound of loaf sugar, boil it to the large 
feather. 1829 /hid. 177 ‘Take a pound of clarified sugar, 
boil to the little feather. 1883 IVorkshop Receipts Ser. u. 
152 For the ‘feather,’ dip the skimmer again into the sugar, 
and blow through the holes as before. 

+14. Swedish feather: see quot. Obs. 

1652 Urquuart Yewed Wks. (1834) 243 Staves with iron 
pikes at both ends, commonly called Swedish feathers. 

5. In various phrases: (Zo wear) the Bull's 
feather: see Bun 11 b. Nat. To cut a feather: 
see Cut v. 37 b. In quot. fg. To move briskly. 

1684 T. Gopparp Plato's Demon 317 Men who. .have not 
the skill to cut a feather, very often dance themselves into 
that noose. 1822 Scorr Pirate xxxiv, He shambles about 
..as well as ever he did—for Jack could never cut a feather, 

16. In various technical uses. 

a. A longitudinal rib added to a shaft, etc. to 


increase its strength, 

1823 Bucnanan J/il/work 263 Apply the feathers merely 
to prevent bending in the middle. 1839 R. S. Rosinson 
Naut, Steam Eng. 63, Z is a strengthening feather, under 
the crank frame. /éid. 65 From the eye run six strong 
arched radii or feathers, terminating in a ledge. 1842-76 
Gwitt Lucycl. Archit. § 1629 d, Transverse ribs or feathers 
on cast iron beams are to be avoided. 

b. Aining and Quarrying. (see quot.) 

1865 J.T. F. Turner Slate Quarries 13 A hole is jumped 
in the block [of slate] near the edge}; in this, two slightly 
curved pieces of iron are placed (the ‘ feathers’), having the 
concave surfaces toward each other, between them is 
inserted an iron punch; this is forcibly hammered in, and 
breaks the stone asunder. 1883 GresLey Gloss, Terms 
Coal-Mining, Feathers. (Describes a similar contrivance 
in coal mines. ] : 

e. A projection on a board, implement, or piece 
of machinery; e¢sf. one intended to fit into some 


other part. Cf. Fry. 

1765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric. (ed, 2) 212 The firm earth 
.-1s opened by the feather of the other sock. 1874 Knicur 
Dict, Mech. \, 828/x Feather, a slip inserted longitudinally 
into a shaft or arbor, and projecting as a fin therefrom so 
as to fita groove. Jdbid., Weather, a tongue on the edge of 
aboard. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch 6 Clockm. 237 There 
is a feather in the straight part of the mandrel hole. 

d. Sal/t-works. (see quot.) 

1753 Cuampers Cycl. Supp., Mid-Feather in the English 
salt-works, the name given to a sort of partition placed in 
the middle of the furnace .. This partition divides the body 
of the furnace into two chambers. 

e. dial. ‘A linch-pin; a pin used to keep 
machinery tight’ (V.W. Linc. Gloss. 1877). 
IV. [Properly a distinct word: f. the vb. ] 

17. Rowing. The action of feathering. 
FEATHER v. IT. 

1865 Pall Mall G. 16 May 10 Oxford and Cambridge 
styles used to be palpably different to the eye by the height 
of the feather. 1884 SZ. Yames's Gaz. 28 Mar. 6/2 ‘The 
feather was cleaner than that of Cambridge. 1885 A7anch. 
Guard. 28 Mar. 6/6 The feather is exquisitely even, and this 
is the best point in their rowing. 

WV. attrib. and Comb. 

18. General combinations: a. simple attrib., as 
feather-bolster, -brush, -embroidery, ~fan, -flower, 
-guise, -merchant, -patlern, -plume, -tract. b. 
objective, as feather-beater, -cleanser, -dresser, 
-drier, -finisher, -seller; feather-bearing adj. ©. 
instrumental, as feather-cinctured, -clouded, -tas- 
selled adjs. dd. parasynthetic and similative, as 
feather-legged, -light, -like, -nerved, -tatled, -thick, 
-veined, -white adjs.; feather-wise adv. 

c 1080 Glosses in Wr.-Wiilcker 465 Penniger, *feberberend. 
188x Mivartr Cat 377 The feather-bearing side of the hand. 
1855 H. Crarxe Dict., *Meather-beater, feather cleanser, 
1553 in Rogers Agric. § Prices ILI. 573/4 * Feather bolster 
5/-. 1856 W.Cotiins After Dark Yellow Mask im. v, 
He was dusting his favourite busts .. with a “feather-brush 
when she came in. 1757 Gray Progress of Poesy I. ii, 
Their *feather-cinctur’d Chief, and dusky Loves. 1829 
Gen. P. Tuompson in West. Rev. X1. 229 Some feather- 
cinctured sage. 1605 SytvestER Dz Bartas i. ili, Iv. 
Captains 747 His *feather-clouded Crest, 1647 Hawarp 
Crown Rev. 26 *Feather-dresser; Fee—13.6. 8, 1858 
Stmmonps Dict. Trade, Feather-dresser. Ibid., *Fea- 
ther-drier. 1843 Prescotr Mexico (1850) I. 299 Beautiful 
mantles of the Almwmaye, or “feather embroidery. 1864 
Tennyson Aylmer’s F. 289 Cooling her false cheek with a 
*featherfan. 1886 Besant Children of Gibeon i. vi, Sign- 
writers, *feather-finishers and the like. 1858 Simmonps 
Dict. Trade, *Feather-/lowers, artificial flowers made of 
feathers..used by ladies for head ornaments and for fancy 
plumes, 1889 R. B. Anperson tr. Rydberg’s Teut. Myth. 
60 In the Norse mythology several goddesses .. have .. 
*feather-guises. 1872-4 L. Wricur Pozliry xi. 129 The 
chickens were *feather-legged. ¢1837 Hoop Ode zo Aly 
Son i, With spirits “feather-light. 31776 WirHERING Dot. 
Arrangem. Vegetables 680 Little *feather-like shoots rising 
single from the base of the leaves. 1807 T. THomson Chew, 
(ed. 3) II. 270 Long, slender, flat, feather-like crystals, 1858 
Smumonps Dict. Trade, *Feather-merchant, an importer or 
wholesale dealer in feathers. 1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., *Fea- 
ther-nerved, the nerves disposed like the feathers of a pen. 
1883 W. G. Cottincwoop Philos. Ornament iv. 85 Barbaric 
annulets, zigzags, *feather-patterns, are found upon early 
vases. 1885 A. M. CLerKe Pop. Hist. Astron. 83 *Feather- 
plumes or azgvettes. 1755 JouNnson, */eatherseller, one 
who sells feathers for beds. 1883 F. M. Crawrorp J” 
Tsaacs ii, Small head, small feet, and *feather-tailed, 1883 
Gd. Words 113 Gorgeous articles of native dress *feather- 
tasseled, shell-fringed, coral-beaded. 1884 Browninc /e- 


See 
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vishtah (1885) 122 Snow, *feather-thick, is falling while I 
feast. 1878 Brett Gegenbauer's Comp. Anat. 419 ‘The ar- 
rangement also of these first rudiments of the feathers in 
definite areas (*feather-tracts, pterylia). - 1861 BrntTLey 
Manual Bot. 152 *Feather-verned ., In these the midrib 
gives off lateral veins which proceed at once to the margins 
and are connected by numerous branching veinlets. 1876 
H. Batrour in Eucycl. Brit. (ed. 9) IV. 110 Veins going 
directly to the margin and forming feather-veined leaves 
(Oak and Chestnut). 1883 W. C. Russett Sazlor’s Lang., 
Feather-avhite sea, said of the sea when covered with foam, 
1600 Houtanp Livy x. xxix. (1609) 373 b, Opposing their 
targuets before them, raunged and joined one over another 
*featherwise. 


19. Special comb. : feather-alum, see ALUM 4 ; 
feather-bird dial., the Whitethroat (Sy/via 
cinerea) ; feather-boarding, a covering of boards 
which thin off towards the lower edge, and over- 
lap like a bird’s feathers; feather-bog, a quag- 
mire, dal, (Halliwell 1847); feather-brain, a 
person with a light or weak brain, whence feather- 
brained a., foolish, giddy; feather-cling, Sc., a 
disease among cattle ; feather-cloth (see quot.) ; 
++ feather-cock,°a coxcomb; *+feather-driver, 
(a) = QuiLt-pRIVER, (4) ‘ one who cleanses feathers 
by whisking them about’ (J.); feather-duster, a 
brush made of feathers, used for dusting ; feather- 
eyed, ?having a ‘feather’ (12a) in one’s eye; 
feather-foot, a foot as light as a feather, in quot. 


jfig.; }feather-glory sovce-wd., light and tran- 


sitory glory; feather-heeled a = FEATHER - 
rooted; feather -joint (see quot.); + feather- 
lock, .Sv., a spring-lock ; feather-mail, the dress 
of feathers resembling a coat of mail worn by the 
Indians of Mexico, prior to the Spanish conquest ; 
feather-monger, one who deals in feathers, also 
transf. ofa bird; feather-mosaic, patterns worked 
in feathers; feather-ore AZ. (see quot. 1863) ; 
feather-painting, the art of using feathers of 
various colours in place of pigments; feather- 
pated @.=]HATHER-HEADED ; ‘f+ feather-peeper, 
? tips of feathers decorating a headdress; feather- 
pie (see quot.) ; feather-poke, (@) a bag of feathers, 
(6) applied to the Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus 
trochilus), the Long-tailed Titmouse (Acredula 
vosed), and the Wren (Motaczlla troglodytes), per- 
haps from the appearance of their nests ; feather- 
process (see quot.); feather-pulp, the pulp or 
matrix from which the feather is formed ; feather- 
shot copper (see quot.); feather-spray (sce 
quot.) ; feather-spring, the spring in a gun-lock 
which causes the sear, which holds the hammer at 
full or half cock, to catch in the, notch of the 
tumbler; + feather-staff, a light kind of halbert ; 
feather - star, a star - fish (Comatula rosacea) ; 
feather - stick, a stick covered with feathers; 
feather-top, nickname of a parrot (also aftrid, = 
next) ; feather-topped a., (of a wig) frizzed at the 
top (see FEATHER sd. 11) ; feather-tuft, an edible 
mushroom, Clavaria cristata (Hay Brit. Punge 
(1887) 234); +feather-wife, a woman whose duty 
it was to prepare feathers foruse ; | feather-worker, 
one who prepares feathers, Also FEATHER - BED, 
TFEATHER-EDGE, FEATHER-FOOTED @., etc. 

#1693 Urqunart Rabelais m1. lii. 425 Do not here instance 
in competition with this Sacred Herb the *Feather Allum, 
1863-72 Wats Dict. Chem. I1. 617 Keather-alm, a name 
applied to native hydrated sulphate of aluminium..and to 
native iron-alum or halotrichite .. both of which occur in 
delicate fibrous crystals or masses. 1885 SwaInson Pov. 
Names Brit. Birds 23* Feather bird. 1846 WorcesTER (citing 
Loupon),*Feather-boarding. 1839 CARLYLE Chartism x, 181 
Poor palpitating *featherbrain, 1820 Scorr AZonast, xvi, 
Such a *feather-brained coxcomb as this. 1841 Emerson 
Lect., Conservative Wks. (Bohn) II. 269 Your opposition is 
feather-brained and over-fine. 1799 Highland Soc. Ess. 11. 
218 *FKeather Cling ..is occasioned by want of water 
in very dry summers or in the hard frosts of winters. 1882 
Cautreitp & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, * Feather Cloth, 
a mixture of cloth and feathers woven together. 1612 
tr. Benvenuto's Passenger 19 Muskats, syrenists, *feather- 
cockes. 1593 Nasur our Lett. Confut. K 1b, The onely 
*feather-driuer of phrases and putter of a good word to it 
when thou hast once got it. 1713 Dernam Phys. Theol. 
vi. vii. 152 note, A Feather-Driver who had these Blad- 
ders filled with the fine Dust or Down of Feathers, 1858 
Smmmonpos Dict. Trade, *feather-duster. c¢1600 Day 
Begg. Bednall Gr. 11. ii, So *feather-ey’d ye cannot let us 
passe in the kings high way? x82r CLarE V7l/, Minstr. 
I, 209 The breeze with *feather-feet, Crimping o’er the 
waters sweet. @1626 Br, ANpREWES Sermt. (1856) I. 31 
Glory, not like ours here *feather-glory. ?16.. Songs 
Lond. \Prentices (Percy Soc.) 66 The *feather-heel’d 
wenches that live by their owne. 1840 Hoop Uf the Rhine 
100 The wit of the Germans is not feather-heeled. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech., *Feather-joint, a mode of joining the 
edges of boards bya fin or feather let into opposite mor- 
tises on the edges of the boards. 1478 Act, Audit. 82 
That Schir Jhone..pay for..a *fethir lok xviiid., 1843 
Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 363 The like colours on the 
“feather-mail of the Indians, showed that they were the 
warriors of Xicotencatl 1599 NasHe Lenten Stuffe 51 
Some fowler with his nets, as this host of *fether mungers 
were getting up to ride double, inuolued or intangled them, 
1767 S. Paterson Another Traveller! 11.147 The open- 
hearted feather-monger, 1843 Prescotr Me#xico (1850) I. 153 


. 
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. = 
The arts of working in metals, jewelry, and *feather-mosaic. 
1767 SeirerTH tr. Gellert’s Metal. Chem. 41 *Feather ore 
consists of the smallest capillary-like feathers. 1863-72 
Watts Dict. Chem. 11.617 Heather ore, this name is applied 
to the capillary form of native sulphantimonite of lead. 1843 
Prescorr AZexico (1850) I. 123 Count Carli is in raptures with 
a specimen of *feather-painting which he saw in Strasbourg. 
1820 Scott /vanhoe xxxiv, The *feather-pated giddy mad- 
men. 1757 Mrs, Detany Life & Corr. (1861) III. 467 
Madame Godineau in a round card cap of black lace 

. it was a pity ‘*feather-peepers’ were not added to 
the cap. a1825 Foray Voc. E. Anglia, *Feather-pie, a 
hole in the ground, filled with feathers fixed on strings, and 
kept in motion by the wind. An excellent device to scare 
birds. 1559 Wills § Inv. N. C. (Surtees) 170 Two *feder 
poks, two payre of harne sheits, two couerletts. 1837 
Bywater Sheffield Dial. (1877) 193 It’s just loik thrustin 
yer hand up to’t rist into a feather poke nest. 1877 V. W. 
Linc. Gloss., When it snows we say ‘t’owd woman is 
shackin’ her feather-poke’. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names 
Brit. Birds 26 Willow warbler .. Feather poke. Jdid. 32 
British Long-tailed Titmouse.. Feather poke. 1888 Sheffield 
Gloss., Feather poke, the wren. 1878 BeLt Gegenbauer's 
Contp. Anat, 419 The first sign of the feather is the growth 
of the knobs into papilliform processes (*feather-processes). 
1859 Topp Cycl. Anat. V. 480/1 On the surface of the 
*feather-pulp a series of ridges are developed. 1869 Ag. 
Mech. 31 Dec. 388/1 Bean..and *feather shot copper [is 
made] by pouring [melted copper] into cold water. 1867 
Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., *Feather spray, such as is ob- 
served at the cutwater of fast steamers, forming a pair of 
wing feathers. 1807 Sforting Mag. X XIX. 207 Mr. Mere- 
dith’s pistol had no “feather spring. 1833 Regal. /ustr, 
Cavalry 1. 95 The Recruit .. is to take it .. near the lock, 
his little finger touching the feather-spring. 1622 F. Mark- 
HAM Bk. War iv. iv. 135 The only weapons for a Captaine, 
are a faire *Feather-staffe in the time of Peace. 1862 
Anstep Channel Isl. 1. ix. (ed. 2) 237 The *feather-star 
(Comatula rosacea), represents the crinoids. 1824 BurcHELL 
Trav. Il. 579 The *feather-stick often renders the natives 
important service. 1891 Scott. Leader 24 Oct. 4 The 
antique *feather-top screamed the same phrases twelve 
months ago at Mr. Colston. 1785 Mrs. Bennet Juv. [n- 
discretions (1786) 1.185 His nice *feather-top-wig. 1774 
Foote Cozeners 1. Wks. 1799 Il. 158 His wig .. white asa 
curd, *feather-topped, and the curls as close as a cauliflower, 
1788 V. Knox Winter Even. III. vit.i. 4 Divest them of 
their feather-topt wigs, their gowns and cassocks. 1867 
Lavy Lianover Good Cookery 53 As soon as the feathers 
were dry, they were taken away by the *featherwife. 1552 
Hutoet, *Fetherworcker, plwmarius. 

b. In various plant-names as Feather-bow = 
FEVERFEW » Feather-Columbine (see quot. 1878- 
86); Feather-fern (see quot. 1882); Feather-foil, 
the water violet (Hottonta palustris); Feather- 
grass, a perennial feathery grass (Stipa pennata) ; 
Feather-moss, the name of a genus (//ypnum) of 
British mosses; Feather-top Wild Campion 
(see quot. 1597); Feather-top grass (see quot. 
1878-86). 

1880 £. Cornwall Gloss., *Feather bow, fever few, Matri: 
caria parthentum. 1878-86 Britten & Hottanp Plant-n., 
*Feather..Columbine..A frequent book-name for Thadic- 
trum aquilegifolium WL. an old-fashioned garden plant. 
1882 Frmenp Devon. Plant-n., “Feather Fern, Spirva 
Japonica L. 1776 WitHERING Bot. Arrangem, Vegetables 
115 *fFeatherfoil. 1861 Miss Pratr Flower. Pl. 1V. 219 
Common Water-Violet, or Featherfoil. 1875 Anderida I. 
viii. 155 His paddle .. hung in the stems of water-crowfoot 
and featherfoil. 1776 WirHERING Bot. Arrangem. Vege- 
tables 44 *Feathergrass. 1861 Miss Pratr flower Pd, 
VI. 66 Order Graminez..(Common Feather-grass), 1776 
Wituerinc Bot. Arrangem. Vegetables 680 *Keathermoss, 
Hypnum. 1854 Stark Brit, Mosses 228 Hypnum Tricho- 
manoides ..(Blunt Fern-like Feather Moss), Jézd. 229 
Hypnum Complanatum .. (Flat Feather Moss). 1597 
GerarDeE Herbal 1. vi. § 2. 8 In English a Bent, or 
*Feather-top grasse, Jdid. m. cxxi. § 9. 385 Lychnis 
Plumaria, *Fethertop wilde Campion, 1678 LitrLEToN 
Lat, Dict. s.v. Princes, Feather-top grass. Gramen 
tomentosum arundinaceum, 1878-86 BrittEN & HoLianp 
Plant-n,, Feathertop Grass, Calamagrostis Epigejos. 

Feather (feda1), v. Forms: 4-5 feder, -ir, 
-yr, 6 fedder, 4 feper, 4-6 fether, 6- feather, 
Also with prefix 1 zefiSerian ; pa. pple. (senses 
I, 2) 3 ivi8ered, 4 yfepered, 6 yfethred. [OE. 
gefidrian, f. the sb., to which it has been assimilated 
in form from 14th c.] 

I. To cover or furnish with feathers. 

+1. trans, To give wings to; to ‘wing’ for 
flight. 7. and fig. Obs. 

¢ 888 K. AELrrep Boeth. xxxvi. § 1 Ic sceal zerest bin mod 
sefiderian, 1387 Trevisa Yigden (Rolls) VII. 223, I not by 
what craft he beral his feet and his hondes, for he wolde 
flee in Dedalus his wise. 1534 Wuirrinton 7xdlyes Offices 
ut. (1540) 160 Oh stable truthe: faythfulnesse fethered to 
flye toheuen, c161x CHAPMAN //7ad 11. 139 Horse slaughter'd 
horse, Need feather'd flight. 1634 Forp P. Warbeck m1. i, 
The Cornish. . flew Feather’d by rage, a@1657 R. Lovepay 
Lett. (1662) 204 The Polonian Story..perhaps may feather 
some tedious hours. ¢ 1825 Beppors Poems, Second Brother 
i. li, Blessings of mine Feather your speed ! 

2. ‘To fit (an arrow) with a feather. 

«a 1225 Ancr. R. 60 Ase earewe pet is ividered. ¢ 1380 Six 
Ferumb, 2728 Dartes y-febered wip bras. ¢1400 Rom. Rost 
942 Ten brode arrowes held he there.. But they were.. 
feathered aright. 1530 PatsGr. 547/1, I feder a shafte, as a 
fletcher doth, a1577 Gascoicne Wks.(1587) 185 Be his flights 
yfethred from the goose Or peacocks quils. 1599 Haywarp 
1st Pt, Hen. IV, 60 The King having feathered these 
arrowes against his owne brest, passed foorth [etc.]. 1668 
Dryven “Lvening’s Love 1. ii, Cupid’s arrow was well fea- 
thered, r712 ArsuTHNoT Fohn Budi ut. v, An arrow feathered 
with his own wing. 182x Byron Savdan. tv. i. go Shaft-heads 
feather'd from the eagle’s wing. j 


FEATHER. 


Jig. a1340 Hamro.e Psalter xvii. 16 His aruys, that is 
his apostles..for thai ere feperid wip vertus. 1393 Lanct, 
P, Pi. .C. xx. 118 Manye brode arwes, Were fetherede 
with faire by-heste! 1631 Massincer Believe as you list 
1, ii, All arrowes in thy quiver feathered with Sclanders. 
1665 J. Spencer Vlg. Prophecies 77 Language, feathered 
with soft and delicate phrases, and pointed with pathetical 
accents. 1721 Ramsay Cupid thrown into S. Sea iv, With 
transfers a’ his darts were feather’d, 1835 Lytton Rienzi 
mt. iii, Whose arrow was not feathered by sadness, 

3. To clothe or provide with feathers ; to furnish 
with plumage ; to deck or adorn with, or as with, 
feathers ; to form a feather-like covering or adorn- 
ment for. 

1483 Cath. Angel, 124/2 To Fedyr, pennare, plumare. 1528 
Lp. Brrners /7o%ss. 11. xiii. 54/2 These gentell byrdes had 
pyte on hym and fethered hym agayne. 1618 N, Firtp 
Amends for Ladies v. ii, A branch of willow feathering his 
hat. 1622 Bacon Hen, V//, 111 The King cared not to 
plume his Nobilitie..to feather himselfe. 1810 Scorr Lady 
of L. 1. xiv, A wildering forest feathered o'er His ruined 
sides. 1833 Ht. Martineau Cinnamon § Pearls i. 19 With 
more than her usual fancy did she feather with cocoa-nut 
leaves the poles of bamboo. a 1843 SourHEy Doctor iii. 
(1862) 14 A craggy hill, feathered with birch, sheltered it 
from the. north. 1864 Burton Scot Aédr. I. iii. 140 He 
sought to feather his hat with.. French plumage, 1878 
Beit Gegenbauer's Comp. Anat. 134 The stalk .. retains 
some of its primitive character by being feathered. 

+b. To decorate (a person) with the projecting 
feather of an arrow ; hence to picrce, wound. Also, 
To bury (an arrow) up to the feather. Ods. 
1415 Pol. Poems (Rolls) III. 125 Thei felle to grownde, 
Here sydes federed. 1577 Harrison Evgland i. xvi. (1877) 
I. 279 An other [arrow should haue beene] fethered in his 
bowels. 1589 GREENE J/enaphon (Arb.) 38 A man of meane 
estate. . being feathered with Cupidis bolt. 

+e, Lass. To be covered with white waves. 
. 1749 F. Smita Voy. Disc. NW. Pass. 11. 251 The Sea was 
feathered with a strong Tide. 

A. refi. and intr. for refl. Of a bird: To get its 
feathers, to become fledged. ? Obs. exc. dial. 

e1450 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. 1, 298 Thou seist hym 
[your young hawk] hym begyn to feder. 1486 2%, St. Albans 
Aija, When they bene vnclosed and begynneth to feder 
any thyng of lengthe. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush. 
Iv. (1586) 169 They that meane to fatte Pigions .. doo sever 
them when they be newly feathered. 1659 D. Pett Zprov. 
Sea 118 The Vulture .. beholds her young to thrive and 
feather. 1790 A. Witson Dyscons. Wren Poet. Wks. 
(1846) 98 A’ safe and weel about our nest, An’ them quiet 
feath'ring laid ! 

5. To cover with feathers, a. internally : To line 
with feathers, in phr. 70 feather one’s nest: to 
avail oneself of opportunities for laying up wealth, 
to enrich oneself. 

1583 Stuspes Anat. Abus, 1. (1882) 38 By this meanes . 
they feather their nests well inough, 1612'T. Taytor Come. 
Vitus i. 7 Yet all this worke is neglected, that his owne 
tieast may be well feathered. 1658 Osporn Yas, J Wks. 
(1673) 514 He might have feathered his Family better than 
he did. 1753 Smotiett Ct. Hathonz (1784) 41/2 His spouse 
.. was disposed to feather her own nest, at the expence of 
him and his heirs, 1876 F. E. ‘TRottopr Charming Mellow 
ILI. xii, 149 Maxfield has feathered his nest very consider- 
ably. 

b. externally: To coat with feathers; more 
fully, 70 tar and feather (see Tar v.). 

1774 Footer Cozeners 11. Wks. 1799 IT. 194 You wanted to 
send me to be feathered abroad. 1829 W. H. Maxwe. 
Stories of Waterloo, F. Kennedy 205 The population were 
amusing themselves. .in.. feathering tithe proctors. 

+6. Ofa cock; To cover with outspread feathers ; 


to tread. Ods. 

1386 Cuaucer Won’s Pr. T. 357 He fetherid Pertelote 
twenty tyme, And trad as ofte. 1700 DrypEen /adles, Cock 
§ Fox 70 Ardent in love..He feather’d her a hundred times 
a day.” ‘ 

+7. ? Totouch with or as with a feather; to touch 
lightly. Ols. rare—. 

@ 1225 Ancr. R. 200 Per ich fedri on, awurded tene oder 
tweolue. 2 ‘ 

II. To present or give (to anything) the appear- 
ance of feathers. 

8. zutr. To move, wave or float like feathers; to 
grow, extend in a feathery form. 

1770 T. WH ATELY Mod. Gardening 197 A noble wood crowns 
the top, and feathers down to the bottom of a large, oval, 
swelling hill. 1797 G. Cotman Bx, Grins, Maid of Moor iii, 
The snow came feathering down. 1820 Scotr A/onast. ii, 
Little patches of wood and copse. . feathering naturally up the 
beds of empty torrents. 1857 S. Osnorn Ovedah xxiv, 356 
The graceful palm, the plantain, and pandanus. .feathering 
over the edge of a beetling cliff, as if they were ostrich- 
plumes. 1864 Tennyson £7. Ard, 540 Her full-busted 
figure head Starred o’er the ripple feathering from her bows. 
1881 BLAckMoRE Ch77stowell iv, Like the wave and dip of 
barley feathering to a gentle July breeze. 

b. U.S. Of cream: To rise upon the surface of 
tea, etc. like small flakes or feathers. 

1860 BartLetr Dict. Amer., The cream feathers. 1889 in 
Farmer Avtericanisms, 1890 Critic 21 June 314/1 To keep 
cream from feathering in hot weather, 

e. trans. To send up feather-wise. rare. 
1861 THornpury 7wrner (1862) I, 222 Where .. Vesuvius 
feathers up its quiet plume of pure white smoke, 


. 9. Of a flower (chiefly, a tulip), Zo be feathered: 
to be marked with feather-like lines. 

1833 Hoce Suppl. on Florists’ Flowers 31 When a Tulip 
is feathered with dark purple. 1881 Gard. Chron. XVI. 748 
The outer segments variously feathered with dark purple. 
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10. ¢rans. To cut (wood, ete.) down gradually 
to a thin edge. Cf. FEATHER-EDGED a. 

1782 Epceworts in PAil, Trans. LX XIII. 138 An arm of 
deal, feather-edged, and supported by stays of the same 
material, feathered in the same manner. 1794 Vince 707d. 
LXXXYV. 44 Pieces of lead with the edges feathered off. 

ll. Zo feather an oar: to turn it as it leaves the 
water at the end of a stroke, so that it may pass 
wee the air edgeways. 

@1740|see Fratuerine Jf/. a. b.] 1774 in Hone Every-day 
Br, 1. 1062 He feather'd his oars with .. skill. 1847 J. 
Witson Ch. North I. 248 We to-day shall feather an oar, 

absol, 1825 L. Hunt Bacchus in Tuscany 857 Boaters, 
who know how to feather, Never get tired. 1861 HucHers 

Tom Brown at Oxf. xiii. (1889) 121 This wind will make it 
yery rough.. Mind you feather high. 

III. In various uses. 

12. Shooting. To knock a few feathers from (a 
bird) without killing. 

1890 Payne-Gattwey Let, Young Shooters 137 You would 
have shot ‘well behind’, and not even feathered the tail of 
a_cock-pheasant. 1892 Fze/d 9 Apr. 524/1 Mr. Mervyn 
Watts. .feathered a strong bird from No. 2 trap. 

13. Hunting. a. Of a hound: To make a 
quivering movement with the tail and body, while 
searching for the trail. Ib, Of the huntsman (see 
quot. 1884). ; 

1803 Spirit Public Frnls, (1804) VII. 111 The leading 
hound, beginning to feather. 1839 F. D. Rapcurre Noble 
Science ix. 163 See that old bitch how she feathers—how 
her stern vibrates with the quickened action of her pulses. 
1861 G, F, Berketry Sportsm. W. Prairies 310 At last 
Druid began ‘to feather’ ..on the traces of a deer. 1884 
Jerrernies Red Deer vii. 118 The harbourer likes to ‘feather’ 
—to set the hounds direct on the trail. 1892 /7eld 7 May, 
In a lot of oats Saul feathered about, but could not find, 


Fea‘ther-be'd. 

1. A bed stuffed with feathers. 

¢ 1000 4 /fric's Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 124 Cudcites, feperbed. 
¢ 1275 Lay. 17443 For nou 3e mawe heom hebbe ase feber- 
beddes. ¢1369 CHaucer Dethe Blaunche 251 Of downe of 
pure dowves whyte I wil yive hima fether-bed. 1480 Wardr. 
Acc, Edw. IV (1830) 130 Beddes called federbeddes stuffed 
with downe with their bolsters v. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 
IT. 445 All fedder beddis forbiddin wes also. 1648 Prynne 
Plea for Lords 37 The Duke..was smothered to death with 
a featherbed. 1749 WEsLEY Acc. School Kingswood 6 All 
their Beds have Mattresses on them, not Feather-beds. 
1828 Scott /’. AZ, Perth v, Make interest with your feather- 
bed till day-break. 

Jig. 1837 Cartyte ry. Rev. I. m. viii. 134 Such bolsters 
and huge featherbeds of Promotion. 1870 Lowey S¢2dy 
Wind. (1886) 328 He has smothered the.. simplicity of 
Chaucer under feather-beds of verbiage. 

2. The Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochtlus) ; 
also of the Whitethroat (AZotacilla sylvia). 

1854 Baker Gloss. Northampton 1. 224 Featherbed, the 
White-throat. 1885 Swainson P707. Names Brit. Birds 26 
Willow warbler. . Feather bed (Oxon). 

3. attrib, and Comb. a. attrib., as featherbei- 
campaigner, -captain, -soldier, -warrior; BP. objec- 
tive, as featherbed-maker. Also featherbed-lane, 


slang (see quot.). 

1888 7 ines (weekly ed.) 2 Noy. 8/3 We want no *feather- 
bed campaigners. 1692 HickertincitL Good Old Cause 
Wks. 1716 II. 529 Is it because some *Feather-bed Captains 
sell such Ware? azzoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, *Feather- 
bed-lane, any bad Road. cx1518 Cocke Lorell’s B. (Percy 
Soc.) 9 Bed-makers, *federbed makers, and wyre drawers. 
1837 Major Ricuarpson Brit. Legion i. (ed. 2) 20 Our 
position .. has certainly not been that of *feather-bed 
soldiers, 1872 Biack Adv. Phaeton xxiii. 325 Each *feather- 
bed warrior who rides from Knightsbridge to Whitehall. 


Fea‘ther-bone. [f. as prec: + Bonn: after 
whalebone.| (See quot.) 

1887 Chicago Advance 17 Veb. 112 Feather-bone .. pre- 
pared from the quills of geese and turkeys, is largely taking 
the place of whalebone in the manufacture of whips [etc.]. 

Featherdom (fe‘daidom). [f. as prec. + -pom.] 
The realm of feathered creatures. 

1885 Harper's Mag. Dec. 80/1 May they not be gathering 
the latest news from all featherdom? 


Feathered (fe‘Sa:1d), pf/. a. 
and v. + -ED.] 

1. Of birds, animals, etc.: Provided with or 
having feathers. Also in parasynthetic comb., as 
black-, hard-, pen-, well feathered adjs. 

[c 1150 Ladwine’s Psalter (K, E. 'T. S.) Ixxvii. 27 Fugles 
gefederede.] a 1300 Cursor MM. (Cott.) 15991 Pe cok lepe vp 
. .federd fayrer pan be-forn. c1300 A. Adis. 5406 Hy weren 
blake fethered on the wombe. @1440 Mound. St. Bartholo- 
mew's 1. vi, The vision of the federyd beiste. 1577 GoocE 
Heresbach’s Husb, (1586) 163, I wil not refuse to shew you 
somwhat also of my feathered cattle. 1684 R. H. School 
Recreat, 131 See that he [the cock] be sound, hard feather’d. 
1708 Prior Turtle § Sparrow 263 My children then were 
just pen-feather’d, 1721 R. Brapvey Wks. Nature 85 Thus 
have I remark’d what is most observable in the feathered 
Tribe. 1769 J. Watiis Nat. Hist. Northumberland I, ix. 
311 The young being surprized ..when they are near full 
feathered. 1840 F, D. Bennett Whaling Voy. 11. 242 The 
legs are..feathered to the feet. 1876 Smites Sc. Natur. vii. 
(ed. 4) 105 A feathered wanderer flew by. = 

transf. 1797 Mrs. Ravcuirre [talian xii, One of the 
supporting cliffs. .was in deep shade, but the other, feathered 
with foliage, 1851 H. Mayo 7vuths in Pop. Superst, (ed, 2) 
25 An abrupt craggy ridge, feathered with underwood, — 

b. Pertaining to or consisting of animals with 


feathers. 
1605 Montcomerte Natur Passis Nuriture 53 Fra sho 
with fedrit flesh was fed. 1611 Corer. s.v. Alatinée, Vhe 


[f£ FEeatuer sd. 











FEATHER-EDGE. 


Fox that sleepes a mornings meets with no feathered break- 
fasts. 1889 (tztle of periodical), Vhe Feathered World. 

2. That is, or seems to be, supplied with wings ; 
winged, fleet. 

1587 Turserv. Tag. T. 100b, The God that feadreth [szc] is 
and blinde. 1596 Suaxs. 1 He. IV, tv. i. 106, I saw young 
Harry..Rise from the ground like feathered Mercury. 1608 
— Per. v. ii. 15 In feather’d briefness sails are fill’d. 1636 
R. Durnam in Ann, Dubrensia (1877) 56 Those Grey-hounds, 
which with feather’d feete, Fly ore your pleasant downes. 
@ 1658 CLEVELAND Poems 43 (L.) Nor think. .our feathered 
minutes may Fall under measure. 1792 S. Rocrers Péeas. 
Mem.t. 62 Vhe feathered feet of Time. 1865 LowEct Poet. 
Wks, (1879) 429 Yet sometimes feathered words are strong. 

. Of an arrow: Fitted with a feather. Of a 
wound : Inflicted by an arrow. 

cro00 /Eirric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 143 Sagitta, wel 
spiculum, zefyOerad flaa. 1813 Douctas Ave7s x. v. 82 Als 
swyft as ganze or fedyrit arrow fleis. 1579 in W. H. Turner 
Select, Rec. Oxford 403 Syxe sheffe of goode arrowes, well 
fethered hedds. 1697 Drypen V’77¢77 (1806) IV. 161 Across 
the shoulders came the feather’d wound ; Transfix’d, he fell. 
1715-20 PorE //iad 1. 68 He twang’d his deadly bow, And 
hissing fly the feather’d fates below. 1825 CoLeRmpGE Aids 
orn (1848) I. 53 The arrows of satire feathered with wit. 

. Adorned with a feather or plume of feathers. 

1624 Trag. Nevo w. i. in Bullen O. PZ. I. 63 The feather’d 
man of Inde. 1631 T. Powrtt Yom All Trades 170 Your 
feathered Gallant of the Court. 1752 A. Macponatp in 
Scots Mag. July (2753) 338/1 Allan was .. dressed in a blue 
side-coat,.and feathered hat. 1813 Scorr Tier. 11. xxiii, 
Their feather’d crests alone Should this encounter rue. 

5. Furnished or ornamented with something re- 
sembling a feather or feathers: a. of animals. Cf. 
FEATHER sd. 11. 

1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2195/4 A black Brown Gelding .. 
Feather’d of each side the Neck. 1721 Brapiey Wks, 
Nature 137 Moths have their Antenne short and feathered. 

b. Archit. Cf. FuarvaErine vdl. sb, 2 b. 

1845 Lcclesiologist 1V. 14 note, A very rich canopied 
monument, with .. double feathered arch. 1848 RickmMAN 
Goth, Archit, go The arch. .is richly feathered, 

e. of a plough-share. Cf. FrarHer sd. 16 c. 

1765 A. Dickson Tyeat. Agric. (ed, 2) 215 Giving it a.. 
feathered sock. 1799 J. Roperrson Agric. Perth 95 In 
land, which is free of stones, the feathered share is preferred. 

6. a. Of leaves or petals, timber, etc. : Having 
feather-like markings. 

1610 W. FotkincuaM Art of Survey i. ili. 7 High grounds 
produce wood of a more beautifull-feathered and better 
graine. 1833 Hocc Swfl. Florists’ Flowers 31 [A tulip 
with certain markings is called] a feathered Bybloemen or 
feathered Rose. = 
- b. Of plants, branches, etc.: Formed or arranged 
like feathers; having feather-like hairs or tufts; 
feather-like, 

1578 Lyte Dodoens u. vii. 155 A littell crownet, out of the 
whiche the small feathered leaues do grow. 1776 WITHERING 
Brit. Plants (796) 1. 224 Summits .. reflected, feathered. 
1783 Watson Philip [1 (1839) 359 Fir trees, whose close 
and feathered branches intwined with one another. 1820 
Keats Hyferion 1. 9 Vhe feathered grass. 

7. In various names of a, flowers and b. moths. 

a. 1578 Lyte Dodoens u. vii. 156 Single Gillofers .. 
are called in Englishe by diuers names, as .. feathered 
Gillofers. 1823 Crassp Zechnol. Dict., The .. feathered 
Columbine, the Thalictrim aguilegifolium. 1878-86 Brir- 
TEN & Hottanp Plant-n., Feathered Gillofers, Dianthus 

plumarius. 

. 1839 Woop Judex Entomol. 28 Eulepia grammica, 
feathered Footman. Jz. 51 Heliophobus Leucopheus, 
feathered Ear. Hellophobus popularis, feathered Gothic. 
1869 E. Newman Brit. Afoths 289 The Feathered Brindle 
(Aporophyla australis). Ibid. 399 The Feathered Ranun- 
culus (HpAunda Lichenea). 1870 Woon Comaon Moths 
FEng.5o0 The Feathered Thorn (//imera pennaria), 

8. Of an oar: That is or has been turned so as 
to ‘feather’: see FEATHER Z. II. 

1812 J. Witson J/s/e of Palms u. 417 As if the lightly 
feather’d oar..could take them to the shore. 1891 Dazly 
News 15 Sept. 3/4 The swish of feathered oars upon the 
water. 

9. Sugar-botling. Cf. FEATHER sd. 13. 

1706 Puitwips (ed. Kersey), Feathered Boiling of Sugar. . 
is when after several Boilings, the Artist blows thro’ the 
Holes of the Skimmer .. till thick and large Bubbles flying 
up on high, the Sugar is become Feathered. 

10. Heathered-shot (see quot.). Cf. feather-shot 
copper, FEATHER $0. 19. 

88x Raymonp Mning Gloss., Feathered-shot, copper 
granulated by pouring into cold water, 

Fea‘ther-edge, sd. [f.as prec. + Encn.] The 
fine edge of a board, etc. that thins off to one side, 


so as to resemble a wedge in section. 

1788 Roy in PAZ. Trans. LXXV, 396 A line. , being brought 
to coincide with the feather edge. 

attrib, 1616 MS. Acc. St. Fohn's. Hosp., Canterb., Yor 
saing of fetheredg bourd. 1703 T. N. City § C. Purchaser 
40 Leather-edge..asort of Bricks. .thinner at one edge, than 
they are at the other. 1703 Moxon Afech. Exerc. 160 Feather- 
edge, Boards, or Planks, that have one edge thinner than 
another are called Feather-edge stuff. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech,, Feather-edge File, a file with an acute edge. 1883 
Hendon Times 5 May 5/2 Quantity of shop-shutters, feather- 
eage boards, cupboard fronts. 

Fea‘ther-e‘dge, v. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vans. To 
cut to a feather-edge, produce a thin edge upon. 
Also transf. to turn (oneself) sideways. 

1799 Jas. Witson Mission, Voy. S. Seas p. xlix, The 
planks being feather-edged, and lapped over. 1800 HERSCHEL 
in Phil. Trans. XC. 306 The slip of wood at their back .. 
was feather-edged towards the stove. 1854 THorEAu Walden 
i, 49 The boards were carefully feather-edged and lapped. 
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FEATHER-EDGED. 


1890 W. C. Russett Ocean Trag. Il, xxiv. 249 Tell your 
mad relative to feather-edge himself. He is all front. 

Fea‘ther-e'dged, «. [f. as prec. + -ED 2.] 

1, Having one edge thinner than the other, so 
that the section is wedge-shaped. Also quasi-adv. 

1703 T. N. City § C. Purchaser 131 That thick feather- 
edg'd-board, generally nail’d round the Eaves of a House. 
1713 WarvER 77ve Amazons (ed. 2) 115 ‘Two Boards slit 
feather-edg’d will cover the House. 1785 Roy in PA//, 
Trans. UXXV. 396 Two feather-edged pieces of_ brass. 
1806 A. Younc Agric, Essex (1813) I. 198 Mr. Rogers’ 
Norfolk ploughs lay their furrows quite flat; but the Essex 
ones feather-edged. 1812 J. Smyru Pract. Customs (1821) 
282 The officers are to understand that the term feather- 
edged is applicable to such Slabs only as are rendered 
feather-edged by the natural convexity of the tree. 1861 
J. H. Watsu Horse xxxii. 567 The disadvantages .. of the 
feather-edged shoe. . 

2. Of ribbons, etc.: Having a tufted edge. 


Featheret (feSorét). [f. as prec.+-Er.] A 
small feather. 

1882 JerreriEs Bevis I. xii. 212 Dowl is the fluff, the 
featherets no finger can remove. 


Fea‘therfew. Forms: 4 feperfoy, 5 federfu, 
fedyrfoy, 6-8 fetherfew, 7- featherfew. [Cor- 
rupted var. of FEVERFEW.] The popular name of 
Pyrethrum Parthentum, 

¢1325 St, Patrick's Purg. cx\vii, Mint, feperfoy and eglen- 
tere. c1440 Promp. Parv. 152/2 Fedyrfu, orfedyrfoy, herbe, 
Jebriffuga. 1587 Mascatu Govt. Cattle (1627) 99 If beasts 
bee sicke yee shall giue them madder, long pepper, the 
barke of a walnut tree, with fetherfew. 1683 ‘Tryon Way 
to Health 552 Herbs. .of a strong bitter Quality, as Worm- 
wood, Featherfew, Tansie, and the like. ¢1759 Roxd. Ball, 
VII. 57 Here’s fetherfew, gilliflowers and rue, 1863 R. 
Prior Plant-n., Featherfew..the feverfew..from confusion 
of name with the feather foil, [An erroneous statement.] 

Fea‘ther-foo'ted, @. a. Having feet covered 
with feathers. b. fig. Moving silently and swiftly. 

a. 1580 HottyBanp 77eas. Fr. Tong., Coulon, or pigeon 
Pattu, fether-footed doues or pigeons, 1868 Darwin Ani. 
§ Pi. 1. viii. 295 There is a feather-footed breed. 

b. 1565 GoLtpinc Ovid's Met, u. 31 He bad the fether- 
footed houres go harnesse in his horse, 1637 Hrywoop 
Dial. iii. Wks. 1874 VI. 137 Swift feather-footed Time. 
1731 A. Hitt Adv. Poets xxii, Fancy’s light Dwarfs ! whose 
feather-footed Strains, Dance..through a Waste of Brains ! 
1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennetr Beggar Girl (1813) II. 110 The 
feather-footed Rosa .. darted along the paddock. 1839 
Baiwtey Festus xx. (1848) 231 Soft as a featherfooted cloud 
on Heaven, 

+ Fea'therham. O/s. Forms: 1 feSerhama, 
-homa, 2 feperhome, 5 Sc. fetherham, fethrame, 
6 Sc. fedderame, fed(d)rem, -rum, fethreme. 
[OE. feder-hama, f. feder Fuatuer sb. + hama a 
covering.] A covering or appendage of feathers ; 
plumage, wings. 

a800 Corpus Gloss. 1984 Talaria fedrhoman. a 1000 
Cxdmon's Gen. 670 (Gr.) Geseo ic him his englas ymbe 
hweorfan mid feSerhaman. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 Her he 
uette feber-home and wenge. c1470 Harpinc Chron. xxv. 
iii, Afterward a Fetherham he dight, To flye with wynges 
as he could beest descerne. 1513 DoucLas 4 xe?s Iv. v. 93 
Slyd with thi feddrame, to 30ne Troiane prence. 1570 
Sempill Ball, xiii. (1872) 77 Tak tho feddrum of the Craw 
In syne of wo and dolour, 1606 Birnie Avrk-Buriall (1833) 
23 It wold make our craw-down fedrum fal. 

Fea‘ther-head. a. An empty or light head. 
b. A silly, empty-headed person. 

@. 1845 CARLYLE Cromwell (1857) 1. 88 To me, in my poor 
feather-head, [he] seemed a somewhat unhandy gentleman. 

b. 1831 Cartyte Sart, Res. (1858) 154 Show the haughtiest 
featherhead, that a soul higher than himself is actually here. 
1878 T, Sinccair Mount 19 Our periodical featherheads do 
not know that we dwell in the modern land of Canaan. 
1878 Tennyson Q. Mary v. i, A fool and featherhead, 

attrib, 1886 W.GraHamM Social Problem 190 Mere feather- 
head folly. : 

Fea‘ther-hea'ded, a. [f. prec. +-ED *.] 

1. Empty-headed, hare-brained, silly. 

1647 Warp Simp. Cobler 30 Many Gentlemens .. estates 
are deplumed by their feather-headed wifes. 1716 CippEeR 
Love Makes Manu. ii, Ah! thou hast miss’d a Man..so far 
above this feather-headed Puppy. 1876 Gro. Etior Dax. 
Der. IV. liv. 106 Some feather-headed lady or gentleman. 
1881 Irvinc in Macm, Mag. XLY. 305 It was little more 
than a conceited and feather-headed assumption, 

2. Having a feathery top. rare. 

182zr Crare Vill, Minstr. 11. 173 Feather-headed grasses. 

Featheriness (fe‘Sorinés), [f. FearHery + 
-NESS.] a. Feathery state or condition. b. Light- 
ness, fickleness. 

1689 W. Bates Sure Trial Uprightness 130 There is such 
a levity and featheriness in our Minds. 1838 Blackw. Mag. 
XLIV. 612 Pulling off bright wings, and destroying the 
lustrous featheriness. 1892 L. F, DAy Nature in Ornament 
iv. 53 The very featheriness of its flower-heads, 

Feathering (fe‘Sorin), vd/. sd. [+-1NG1.] 

1. The action of the vb, FEATHER in various 
senses, 

1640 Br. Hatt Chr. Moder. 8/1 That bird of whom Suidas 
speaks, which dies in the very act of his feathering. 1775 
Burke Cor. (1844) II. 26 North Carolina is left out. . because 
it furnishes tar for feathering. 1875 SHARPE in Excycl. Brit. 
(ed, 9) II. 372 This king [Henry V of England] directed the 
sheriffs of counties to take six wing-feathers from every 
goose for the feathering of arrows. 1878 Besant & Rice 
Celia’s Arb, iv. (1887) 35 Rowing their short, deep stroke, 
without any feathering, but in perfect time. 

b. Arboriculture (see quot.). 

1827 Stevart Planter's G. (1828) 237 What the workmen 
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call ‘the feathering’, that is, the position of the capillary 
rootlets upon the primary rootlets or branches, which are 
always found pointing outwards from the body of the Tree. 

2. In various concrete senses: The plumage of 
birds; the feather of an arrow; feather-like structure 


in the coat of an animal. 

1530 Patscr. 219/1 Fedderyng of a shafte. 1721 BraDLEy 
Wks, Nature 57 The Beauty of whose Shells, .1s as remark- 
able as the diversity of Feathering in Birds. 1856 KanE 
Arct. Expl. J, xxi. 268 The ptarmigan shows a singular 
backwardness in assuming the summer feathering. 1875 
G. W. Dasent Vikings 1. 46 An arrow on which a golden 
thread was twisted in the feathering. 1885 Century Mag. 
XXXI. 121 His [the Irish setter’s] coat .. where it extends 
into what is technically known as feathering, is like spun 
silk in quality. 189 J. L. Kiptinc Beast § Man in India 
viii. 199 In Indian horse lore the set of these featherings 
. .ending sometimes in circles or whorls, are all mapped out 
like currents on a mariner's chart. 

b. Archit. (see quot. 1842-76). 

1816 J. Smitu Panorama Sc. §& Art \. 132 The parts of 
tracery are ornamented with small arches and points, which 
is called feathering or foliation. 1842-76 Gwitt Lucycd. 
Archit. Gloss., Featherings, the cusps, plain or decorated, 
at the ends of a foil in tracery. 1854 J. L Petirv Archit. 
Studies France 84 Some windows of a single light, with a 
free trefoil feathering in the head. : 

c. Gardening. A feather-like marking or pencil- 
ling in a flower. 

1833 Hoce Sufl. Florists’ Flowers 25 The feathering 
elegant and various, heavy and light, close in some [Tulips], 
and slightly broken in others. 1882 Te Garden 28 Jan. 67/1 
The outer surface. .suffused with purple featherings. 

3. attrib. 

1858 O. W. Hoimes Aut. Break/.-t. vii. (1891) 165, I have 
established a pair of well-pronounced feathering-calluses on 
my thumbs, 1867 J. Hoce Microsc. u. ii. 407 Whereby a 
‘feathering movement’ is effected, 

Feathering (fe‘Sorin), 7/7. a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG *.] That feathers; in senses of the vb. 

1789 W, Gitrin Wye 93 The ruins .. with the feathering 
foliage. 1839 M. F. Ossott in Ae, (1862) I. 260 His wit 
is so truly French in its.. sparkling, feathering vivacity. 
1848 Lytron Arthur it. xxvii, Where o’er the space the 
feathering branches bend. 

b. Of an oar, paddle-wheel, float, etc.: see 
FEATHER ¥. Il. 

ax740 ‘TickeLt (W.), The feathering oar returns the 
gleam. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Wa.-bh., Feathering-paddles. 
1869 Sir E. J. Reep Shrpbuild. xv. 278 Feathering paddle- 
wheel shafts are sometimes carried on brackets secured 
to the ship's side. 1874 Knicnut Dict. Mech., Feather- 
ing Paddle-wheel, a wheel whose floats have a motion 
on an axis, so as to descend nearly vertically into the 
water and ascend the same way, avoiding beating on the 
water in the descent and lifting water in the ascent. 

Featherless (feSorlés), a. [f, FEATHER 5d. 
+-LESS.] Without feathers, in various senses, 

¢ 1400 Beryn 1764 To shete a fethirles bolt. 1483 Cath. 
Angel, 124/2 Fedyrles or with owtyn feders, zzplumiis. c1g10 
Barctay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) F iv, Yonge fetherlesse 
foules streyght taken from the nest. 1590 W. VALLANS Zale 
two Szwannes, A haunted ducke ..Was taken up all fether- 
lesse and bare. 1640 Howett Dendrologia, Rhenusium 74 
That featherlesse bird, which went about to begge plumes of 
other birds to cover his nakednesse. 1658 CLEVELAND A ustic 
Rampant Wks. (1687) 407 Some with Bows and featherless 
Arrows. @1845 Hoop Yo Hahnemann iv, A featherless 
cocked-hat adorns his head. 1850 LyeLt 2d Visit U.S. 
II. 223 Plato’s definition of a man, ‘bipes implume’, ‘a 
featherless biped’, 

Hence Fea‘therlessness, the state of being 


without feathers, 1727 in Baitey vol, 11. 


Featherlet (feSoilét). [f. as prec. +-LeET.] 
A small feather. 

1834 SoutHEy Doctor Pref. 41 The episodes and digres- 
sions fringe [the story] like so many featherlets. 1866 A707, 
Star 19 Dec., A fine bird, with .. a tail of magnificent red, 
flecked by some snow-white featherlets. 

Featherly : see L2st of Spurious Words. 

+ Fea‘ther-maker. 0és. One who dresses 
feathers ; one who deals in feathers or plumes. 

1580 Hottysanp 7veas. Fr. Tong., Vn plumassier, a 
fether maker. 1620 RowLanps Pair Spy-knaves (1872) 8 
Point the Feather-maker not to faile To plume my head 
with his best Estridge tayle. 1681 Loud. Gaz, No. 1655/4 
His Majesties Feather-maker (who dwels in the Pall-Mall), 

Fea‘therman. [f. FEaruer sd,+ Man.] One 
who deals in feathers or plumes. 

1621 B. Jonson Gifsies Metamorph. Wks. (Rtldg.) 626/1 
With Feathermen and Perfumers. @1634 RANDOLPH Muses 
Looking-glassei.ii, And you sweet Featherman, whose ware 
though light Oreweighs your Conscience, 1724 Swirr 
Reasons agst, Exam. Drugs, The several trades .. which 
depend on ours .. such as that of hearses, coaches, coffins .. 
feather-men and bell-ringers. cx8r3 Mrs. SHerwoop Stories 
Ch, Catech, xxi, 202 Mother was so busy with that feather- 
man, that it was of no use to ask her to hear me. 


Fea‘ther-stitch. A kind of stitch in orna- 
mental needlework, producing a decorated zigzag 
line. (See quot.) 

1882 CautreiLD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Feather 
Stitch. The two varieties of this stitch are the Opus Pluma- 
rium of ancient writers, used .. for filling in Embroideries 
worked in silk and crewels upon silk, cloth, and serge 
materials, and Feather and Double Feather Stitch used to 
make the ornamental lines that decorate underlinen [etc.]. 

attrib, 1876 Rock Text, Fadbr, viii. 81 This was aptly 
called ‘ feather-stitch’ work. 

Hence Fea‘ther-stitch v., Feather-stitching 
vol, sb. (in quot. concr.) 

1884 Draper's Price List, Longcloth, scallop, feather 





FEATHERY. 


stitched. 1891 Miss Dowie Girl in Kar. xii. 149 The.. 
feather-stitching on my pink shirt. 

Fea‘ther-to:ngue, v. /vavs. To provide with 
a tongue or projection for fitting into a groove, 
Cf. FEATHER sé. 16 c. 

1851 Beck's Florist so For the bottom, the boards are 
placed lengthways, ploughed and feather-tongued, and bolted 
together with # bolts and nuts. 1858 Skyring’s Builders’ 
Prices 27 ‘Vhree inch deal. .feather-tongued. 

Fea‘ther-to:ngued, a [f. FEATHER sd. + 
ToncuE+-ED%.] Of a person: Light-tongued ; 
talkative. 

a1618 SytvesteR Yob Triumphant 205 The light-foot, 
feather-tongued Dame Had far and wide spred .. the fame 
Of Job’s Misfortunes. 

ea‘ther-weight. 

1. That which has the weight of a feather; hence, 
a very small thing, 

1838 Dickens O. 772u/st (1850) 283/1 He turned. .to observe 
the effect of the slightest featherweight in his favour. 1885 
A.M. CLerxe Pop. Hist. Astron. 108 The feather-weight of 
his carelessness, however, kicked the beam, 

2. Racing. The lightest weight allowed by the 
rules to be carried by a horse in a handicap. 
Hence sometimes applied to the rider, 

1812 Sporting Mag. XXXI1X. 136 The animals rode a 
feather weight. 1858 Yockey Club Rules in Blaine’s Rural 
Sports (1870) 376 A feather weight shall be considered 4 st. 
7\b. 1883 E, Pennect-Evmuirst Cream Leicestersh, 132 
[He] was going like a youth and a feather-weight. 

Jig. 1860 Mottey Nether?. I. 313 Burghley and Walsing- 
ham. .were no feather-weights, like the frivolous Henry III. 


3. Boxing. Applied to a pugilist who is very 
light, as distinguished from a eavy-, mzddle-, or 
light-weight. 

1889 E. B. Micuett Boxing 147 The boundary between 
heavy and middle weight, down to feather-weight (9 stone). 

So Fea'ther-weighted #//. a., trifling, unim- 
portant. 

1870 LowELL Among my Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 274 Finding 


that he can make those feather-weighted accidents balance 
each other, ; 

Fea‘ther-work. [f. as prec.+ WorkK.] a. 
The art of working in feathers; also concr. (see 
quot, 1882), b. =FEATHER-STITCH. 

a, 1665 J, Wess Stone-Heng (1725) 217 Their Curiosity in 
Feather-works was such, that it surpasseth all Credit and 
Belief. 1707 Funnett Voy. v. 113 The Natives .. are very 
expert in Feather-work. 1784 Mrs. Montacu Let. 3 Feb, 
in Lady of last Cent, (Doran 1873) 326 My great piece of 
feather-work is not yet compleated. 1843 Prescott Mexico 
(2850) I. 32 Cotton dresses, and mantles of featherwork, ex- 
quisitely made. 1882 CauLFeiLp & SaAwarp Dict. Needle- 
work, Heather Work. .consists of covering buckram or other 
stiff foundations with birds’ feathers arranged in designs 
and sewn entirely over the foundation. 

b. 1872 O. Suipcey Gloss. Eccl. Terms 339 A certain kind 
of needlework is called in ancient inventories ‘opus pluma- 
rium’ or feather-work, from the way the stitches overlie each 
other like the feathers on a bird. 

attrib, 1864 Saa in Daily Tel. 23 Dec., ‘That wondrously 
variegated featherwork tapestry which the old Aztecs used 
to work such marvels in. 


Feathery (feSari), a. [f. as prec. + -Y.] 

1. Of birds : Clothed with feathers ; feathered. 

1634 Mitton Comnus 346 Might we but hear. .the.. village 
cock Count the night-watches to his feathery dames. 1753 
Dops ey Agriculture 1. 241 His feathery subjects in obedi- 
ence flock Around his feeding hand. 1800 Hurpis Faz. 
Village 125 Beneath my chair Sit budge, a feathery bunch. 
1884 Pall Mali G. 17 Mar. 12/2 The..bird. .joins once more 
in feathery society. ‘ 

b. Of a dog: Curly-haired. 

1889 Pall Mall G, 12 Aug. 6/1 Groups of feathery setters 
. .Strain on their couplings. 

2. Fringed, tipped, or flecked with something 
feather-like. 

_ 1792 S. Rocers Pleas. Mem. 1.220 The beacon’s glimmer- 
ing height That faintly tipt the feathery surge with light. 
1826 Mrs. Hemans Forest Sanctuary 1. ili, Sighing through 
the feathery canes. 770 Miss Brappon ¥. Haggara’s Dau. 
II. 25 Silver arrows of pale summer moonlight pierced the 
feathery pine-branches. 1884 F’. D. Mittet in HarZer's Mag, 
Sept. 520/t The sky..feathery and soft in texture. 

. Of the voice: Husky. 

1881 J, Grant Cameronians I. iii. 42 Sir Piers, whose voice 
had become..somewhat ‘feathery’. 

8. Resembling feathers or plumes. a. in appear- 
ance; Feather-like, plume-like, esp. of snow. 

1580 C’ress Pemproker Ps, cxlviii, Yon feathery snowes 
from wynters nests, 1650 Sir TI, Browne Psexd. Ef. u. i. 
(ed. 2) 55 Which seems to be some feathery particle of snow. 
1791 CowPer //iad x11, 336 As the feathery snows Fall frequent. 
1807 J. E. Smirn Phys. Bot. 300 The feathery appendages 
to the seeds of Dandelion. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxv. 
(1856) 323 The prolongations. . passed into detached feathery 
clouds. 1870 Hooker S/ud. Flora 180 Valeriana. .Calyx- 
limb. .developing into a feathery deciduous pappus. 1888 
Miss Brappon Fatal Three 1, i, Diamond stars trembling 
amongst her feathery golden hair, 

_b. in lightness. Hence of immaterjal things ; 
Light, fickle. Of material things: Light, flimsy. 

16or ? Marston Pasguil § Kath. 1. 281 So turnes her 
feath'rie fancie to and fro. 3699 W. Bates Sfir. Perfect. 
Unfolded xii, 420 Our Resolutions are Light and Feathery. 
1865 Dickens A/ut. Fr. u. vi, Blowing the feathery ash 
from his cigar. 1871 R. Extis Catudlus Ixiv. 63 Holds not 
her yellow locks the tiara’s feathery tissue, 

ce. humorously, Of a feather-dealer. 

1813 Moore Pos/-bag (ed. 8) 54 Fine and feathery artizan 

-.Make for me a prince's plume, 


FEATISH. 


Featish (f7tif), a. [Altered form of ME. fedzs 
(see FEATOUS) with the ending assimilated to the 
suffix -2sh.] +a. Elegant, neat (05.-°; see 
FEATOUS and next word). b. dial. Pretty good, 
tolerable, considerable; fairly well in health. 

1825 J. Britton Beaxties of Wiltsh. 111. 373 ‘How do 
you do?’..‘Featish’. 1877 V. W, Linc. Gloss. s.v., ‘There's 
a featish crop o’ pears upo’ that tree.’ éid., ‘They be featish 
liars i’? Swillin’ton.’ 1888 Berksh. Gloss. s.v. Veatish, ‘Ther 
be a veatish lot onum.’ /é7d., ‘I be got rid o’ the doctor, an’ 
be a-veelin’ quite veatish like now.’ 

Hence + Fea‘tishness. Ods. neatness. 

1530 Patscr. 219/1 Featysshnesse, propernesse, /eactise. 

+ Fea‘tless, ¢. Sc. Ods. [f. Fuav sd. +-Luss; 
cf. FecKLESS.] Inept, silly. 

1599 Jas. I BaotA. Awpov 162 A featless arrogant conceit 
of their greatness, 1721 J. KELLY Scott. Proverbs 104 Feat- 
less Folk is ay fain of other. 

Featly (frtli), adv. and a. Somewhat arch. [f. 
Feat a, +-iy 2.] A. adv. 

1, Fitly, properly, suitably, aptly; neatly, elegantly. 

13.. £. E. Allit, P. B. 585 He pat fetly in face fettled 
alle eres. a1400 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 135 Feetly with 
helpe sche can consent To set a cokewolde on the hye benche. 
¢1420 Padllad. on Husb, vu. 142 Clense it feetly wel. 1539 
Taverner Erasm, Prov. (1552) 55 Gellius applyeth this 
prouerbe very featlye to these grosse and rude men. 1591 
Fiorio Sec. Fruites 63 You will haue it [wine] smelling 
sweetelie, coloured featly. 1606 Birnie Kirk-Buriall iit, 
The giuing vp of the godlies ghost may featlie be compared 
to threethings. 167x EacuHArp Odserv. Answ. Cont. Clergy 
62 Weare bluntly told. .not neatly and featly. 1831 CARLYLE 
Sart. Res.1. vili.(1858) 33 Frills and fringes, with gay variety 
of colour, featly appended, 1855 Rosinson Whitby Gloss., 
‘It was all done varry feitly.’ 

+b. Exactly, precisely. Ods. 

a1450 Bk. St. Albans, Fishing (1883)8 Bynd hem to gydur 
fetely so bat pe cropp may justly entur alle in to pe seyd 
hole. 1549 CoverDALE Evasm. Par. Gal. iv. 29 In this also 
the allegorie featly agreeth. 1674 N. Farrrax Bulk. & Selv. 
74 A curious frame of well-ranged bulks so featly set together. 

2. Cleverly, deftly, skilfully. 

1436 Pol. Poemts (Rolls) 11.172 Thynges wyth whiche the 
fetely blere oure eye. 1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 488/2 
He..feately conuayed himself out of the frying panne, fayre 
into the fyre. 1609 C. Butter Fem. Mon. vi. (1623) O iij, 
Sweets, which the Bees featly draw from them, 1787 Grose 
Provinc. Gloss., Feitly, dexterously. cx1800 K, White 
Christiad xvi, In homely guise I featly framed My lowly 
speech. 1888 G. H. Raprorp Occasional Verses, Let the 
gentle angler stand..And featly cast his specious fly. 

b. With reference to movements, esp. dancing : 
With graceful agility, nimbly. 

c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt, 1758 pe lady .. fetly hym kyssed, 
x6rr SHAks. Wint, 7. 1. iv. 176 She dances featly. 1635 
Brome Sparagus Garden i. ix, How feately she holds up 
the nebto him! 1704 Pore Fan. § May 620 So featly tripp’d 
the light-foot ladies round. 1806 J. GraHame Birds Scot. 9 
Featly athwart the ridge she runs. 1812 Byron Ch. //ar.1. 
Ixxiii, Their chargers featly prance. 1835 Wits Pencillings 
I. xxx. 215 His .. wife .. danced as featly asa fairy. 1842 
Baruam /igol. Leg., Ingol. Penance u, Featly he kisseth 
his Holiness’ toe. 1870 Lowety Stud. Wind. 181 The 
Sapphic. .moves featly to our modern accentuation. 

+3. Oddly, strangely. (Cf. FEat a 5.) Obs. 

1674 N. Fatrrax Bulk § Selv. 29 If my soul does not thus 
featly stick out of my body. 1727 Batey vol. II, Meaty, 
oddly, after an unusual or uncouth manner, : 

B. adj. Graceful. Ofa dress: Neat, well-fitting. 

1801 Moore Ring iii, Some the featly dance amused. 1822 
W. Irvine Braceb, Hall (1845) 269 Her dainty person clad in 
featly cloak. 

Hence Fea‘tliness, featly quality; gracefulness. 

1843 Lytton Last Bar. 1v. vi, The admirable ‘ featliness’ 
of the Count de la Roche .. was rivalled only by the more 
majestic grace of Edward. 

Featness (fitnés). [f. as prec. +-NESS.] 

1. Elegance, shapeliness, spruceness, trimness. 

1576 FiEmine tr. Cains’ Dogs in Arb. Garner III. 248 
Featness with neatness hath neighbourhood enough, ¢ 1615 
Lives Women Saints 25 The featnesse. .of the bodie, .is the 
fouling..of the soule. 1652 WHARTON tr. Rothman's Chiro- 
mancy Wks. (1683) 532 The Lines and other Signatures, are 
.. by their Featness more perspicuous. 1699 Boyer /7. § 
Eng. Dict. s.v., Featness. .propreté. 

+b. Nicety. Ods. 

1577-87 Houinsuep Chron, Il. 12/2 The language carrieth 
such difficulty with it..for.,. the curious featnes of the pro- 
nunciation, that, etc. 

+2. ‘Oddness, (Bailey, 
1730-6). 

+ Fea‘tous, a. Obs. Forms: a. 4-5 fetis(e, 
-ys(e, 5 fetyce, 6 Sc, fettis; see also FEATISH. 
B. 5 fet(e)ous, 6 feytous, (feat-, fetus(se), 
feateous, 6-7 feat(u)ous, 7 fetuous. [ME. /edys, 
a. OF r. fetis, feitzs, fatctis, f. L. facticius: see F Ac- 
grtious. In 15-17th c. the ending was confused 

variously with the suffixes -ish, -ous, -eous, -uous, 
and the word seems to have been apprehended as 

a derivative of Fravr @., to which in later use it 
Sei in sense.] ; 

. Of persons and their limbs: Well-formed, 
well-proportioned, handsome, 

13.. £. £. Aliit, P. B. 174 Fetyse of a fayr forme, to fote 
& to honde. 1340-70 Adisaunder 188 Fetise nailes. c 1386 
Cuaucer Pard. 7. 150 In comen tombesteres Fetis and 
smale. c1400 Rom, Kose 829 He was..So faire, so jolly, 
and so fetise. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 159/2 Fetyce, or praty, 

arvunculus, 1477 Marc. Paston in Lett. No. 809 II. 215 
t ham waxse so fetys that I may not be gyrte in no barre of 


uncouthness’ folio, 
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no gyrdyl that I have. 1535 Stewart Chron. Scot. 23865 
This king..Thre sonis had baith fettis, fair and fyne. 

b. Of things: Skilfully or artistically fashioned ; 
hence, in wider sense, elegant, handsome, becoming. 
Often of dress. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Prod, 157 Full fetise was hire cloke. c1400 
Rom. Rose 532 This dore .. was so fetys and so lite. /ézd. 
1133 In clothyng was he ful fetys. c1460 J. RusseLt Bh. 
Nurture 66 Wyne canels. .of box fetice & fyne. 1566 DrANT 
Horace Sat. i. 83 Those that teache in schooles, With.. 
featusse knacks will lewre the little fooles. 1570 — Sermz., 
Easter Wk. 220b, Ye thinke it fine and featous to be called 
roses..and Lilies. 1648 Herrick Hesfer. I. 126 Upon this 
fetuous board doth stand Something for shew-bread. 

2. § Dexterous.’ 1755 in JOHNSON. 


+ Fea‘tously, adv. Ols. [f. prec. +-Ly 2.] 
1. With respect to attire, or ornamentation: 


Beautifully, handsomely, elegantly. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 1462 Pe coperounes of pe canacles 
pat on be cuppe reres, Wer fetysely formed out in fylyoles 
longe. 1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. 1. 162 Fauel [sat] ona flat[erJere 
fetislich atired, 1513 Douctas #vezs iv. v. 163 Fetisly 
stekit with prynnit goldin thredis. c1540 Pilgr. 7. 180 His 
bottis sat cleyn and claspyd feytuosly. 1605 Drayton 
Eglogs iv. 142 A hood..Ywrought full featuously, 

. With reference to actions: Cleverly, dexter- 
ously, nimbly, properly. Of speech: Elegantly, 
with correctness and propriety. 

c1380 Will Palerne 98 pe herdes wif .. fetisliche it [pat 
child] babede, & wrou3t wip it as wel as 3if it were hire 
owne. ¢1386 CuHAucer Prod. 124 Frenche she spake ful 
fayre and fetisly. c1400 Beryn 141 The firere feynyd fetously 
the spryngil for to hold. 1595 SpENsER Protha/. 27 They 
.-cropt full feateously The tender stalkes. 1611 Beaum. & 
Fi. Ant. Burning Pestle w. vy, While hobby-horse doth 
foot it featuously. 

Obs. 


Featuous, var. form of FEATOUS a. 
Featural (fztitiral), a. [f. Fearurn 5d. + -au.] 
f or pertaining to the features. 

1883 G. Macponatp Donal Grant I. vi. 50 There was no 
featural resemblance between the two faces. 

Hence Fea‘turally adv., with regard to features. 

1804 Monthly Mag. XVIII. 4 Never were cases more 
featurally distinct. 

Feature (f7titi), 5d. Forms: 4-5 fetour(e, 
4-6 feture, feyture, 5 fetur, (fay(c)ture, fet- 
ture, fe(i)ter, feetour, 6 feuter, fewter, 7 feau- 
ture), 6-feature. [a. OF. feture, fatture (=Pr. 
Jaitura, factura) :—L. factiira: see FACTURE.] 

1. Make, form, fashion, shape; proportions, es/, 
of the body; a particular example of this. Oés. exc. 


arch, 

¢ 1325 Song of Mercy 41 in E. E. P. (1862) 119, I made be 

on..Of feture liche myn owne fasoun. 14.. Why / can’t 
bea Nun 134 ibid. 141, I behelde welle her feture. c1410 Svv 
Cleges 11 He was a man of hight stature, And therto full 
fayr of feture. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 306 b, In 
all feyture of body..I was moost lyke vnto thy Grace. 1600 
Dymmox /reland (1843) 5 Horses of a fine feature. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage vi. 1. (1614) 558 Apes .. twice as bigge 
in feature of their limmes. a@ 1661 Futter Worthies (1840) 
II. sor The king fell much enamoured of her feature. 1671 
H. M. tr. Evasm. Collog. 320 A woman appeared to him in 
his sleep, in a wonderful feature. 1684 ‘I’, Hockin Goa’s 
Decrees 328 Pleasantness..is very visible in the complexion 
and feature of true Religion. 1820 Keats //yferion 11. 88 
An image, huge of feature as a cloud. 1875 TENNYSON 
Q. Mary 1. i, Courtenay. .of splendid feature. 


+b. Good form or shape; comeliness. Ods. 
1s94 Suaxs. Rich. [II, 1. i. 19, I, that am .. cheated of 
Feature by dissembling Nature. 1594 Parsons Swccessiovz 
to Engl. Crown Ep. Ded., His excellent partes of lerning, 
wit, feuter of body, curtesie [etc.]. 
+e. concr. Something formed or shaped; a 
form, shape, creation. Obs, Cf. CREATURE I. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 256/2 Alle fetures and creatures 
prayse the moder of lyghte. x60x B. Jonson Poetasfer 11. i, 
No doubt of that, sweet feature. a@ 1618 SyLvesTER A rcfo- 
philos’ Epist. to Arctoa 84 Nature .. Adorns her shop still 
with the matchlesse feature. 1667 Mitton 2. L. x. 279 
So sented the grim Feature, and upturn’d His Nostril wide 
into the murkie Air. 

+d. As aterm of contempt: =CREATURE. [So 
OF. faiture ; in Eng. perh. confused with Fa1rour. ] 
c1460 Towneley Myst. 60 Fature, for thy sake, Thay 
shalbe pent to pyne. /6zd.120 To felle those fatures I am 
bowne. 14.. Chester Pd. (1847) II. 162 Fye on thee, 
feature, fie on thee. 

+2. a. In f/. The elements which constitute 
bodily form; the build or make of the various 
parts of the body. Hence in szg. with distributive 
adj. b. concr. A part of the body; a limb. Oés. 

13.. £. E, Allit, P. B. 794 Alle feturez ful fyn & fautlez 
bobe. 1393 Lanot. P. Pe. C. vu. 46 Prout of my faire 
fetours. 1447 BokENHAM Sey7ty's Introd, (Rexb.) 5 Hyr 00 
foot is Both flesh and boon.. Men may behoden eche feture 
Ther of saf the greth too only. ¢ 1460-70 Compl. Criste 200 
in Pol. Rel. & L. Poems 172, 1 sende the bodyly helthe.. 
fayrenes and also feturs fele. 1508 FisHer Wks, (1876) 240 
How many lacke theyr armes .. and other fetures of theyr 
bodyes. 15399 WEEVER Lfigr. 1v. xxii. E vj, Their rosie- 
tainted features cloth’d in tissue. 1726 Swirr Gulliver i. 
vii. 103, I agreed in every Feature of my Body with other 
Yahoos, except, etc. 1752 Younc Brothers wv. i, Shall 
I stab Her lovely image stampt on every feature? 

3. In narrower sense. a. In A/. and distributively: 
The lineaments of the face, the form or mould of 


its various parts. Also cod/ect. in sing. 
cr Will. Palerne 857 Wanne. .meliors mi3t se his face, 
sche bout. .pat leuer hire were haue welt him at wille ban of 





FEATURED. 


pe world be quene, So faire of all fetures pe frek was. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 255 The fetures of her face In 
which nature had alle grace. 14., Efiph.in Tundale’s 
Vis, 112 ‘They began to behold .. hys feyr face Con- 
syduryng hys feturis..With grett insyght. 1603 KNoLLES 
Hist. Turks (1621) 12 Under such simple and homly 
feature, lay..a most subtil ..wit. a@ 1639 T. Carew Poems 
Wks. (1824) 4 That rich treasure Of rare beauty and 
sweet feature, 1766 Forpyce Ser. Vag. Wom. (ed. 4) II. 
xiii. 225 Men of sensibility desire in every woman soft 
features. 1842 PricHarp Nat. Hist. Man 222 The features 
of the 7schuk-tschi .. pronounce them of American origin. 
1887 T. A. TroLLtore What I remember 1. xvi. 331 [He] 
equalled him in. .refinement of feature. 

Jig. 21680 Butter Sat, Hum. Learn. u. Rem. 1759 I. 223 
Words are but Pictures... To draw the.. Features of the 
Mind. @1788 Mickie Szege Marseilles 1. i, Oft .. have I 
beheld A little, wayward, giddy levity Show its capricious 
features, 1827 PoLtox Course 7. v. 738 Redeeming features 
in the face of Time. 1868 FREEMAN Worn. Cong. (1876) II. 
vii. 25 Tenderness for animals is no unusual feature in the 
portraits of holy men, 

b. concr. Any of the parts of the face; the eye, 
nose, mouth, forehead, or chin. 

1828 Scorr /, MM. Perth ii, There was daring..in the dark 
eye, but the other features seemed to express a bashful 
timidity. 1847 Emerson Poems, Visit Wks. (Bohn) I. 404 
Say, what other metre is it Than the meeting of the eyes? 
Nature poureth into nature Through the channels of that 
feature. 1858 Hawtuorne /%. & Jt. Frais. 11, 23 Hitting 
the poor Venus another..blow on that unhappy feature. 

4. transf. A distinctive or characteristic part of 
a thing ; some part which arrests the attention by 
its conspicuousness or prominence. 

a. of material things, 

1692 DrypEn St, Euremont's Ess. 164 Examine separately 
each feature of the Picture. 1791 Burke French Affairs 
Wks. 1842 I. 570 The several kingdoms... have ..some 
features which run through the whole, 1815 ELPHINsToNE 
Acc. Canbul (1842) II. 225 The grand feature of the country 
is the Indus. 1866 Crump Banking x. 220 These Irish 
rings possessed..the features of a true coinage, 1871 B. 
Stewart Heat § 362 Another feature of the locomotive is 
the blast-pipe. 1874 MickLtetHwaitEe Mod. Par. Churches 
186 String-courses or other architectural features. 

b. of immaterial things. 

a1822z Lp. CAsTLEREAGH Sfeech, The feature on which 
this question chiefly hinges. 1835 Marryat Fac. Faith. 
viii, he principal feature in him was lightness of heart. 
1875 A. R. Hore Schoolboy Friends 163 A great feature 
of the day were the recitations, 

ce. Comb. 

1792 Burns Let. to G. Thomson 8 Nov., The emphasis, or 
what I would call the feature-notes of the tune. 1853 Lyncu 
Self-[mprov. vi. 145 A feature-mark, a seminal speciality. 


Feature (f7titi), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. tvans. To resemble in features; to favour; 
esp. with reference to family likeness or resemblance: 
Now chiefly dad. 

1755 Jounson, 70 feature, to resemble in countenance. 
1859 Geo. Evior A. Bede v. xxxviii, ‘ Ye feature him, on’y 
ye're darker.’ 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk. 
s.v., Ben faichurs ‘Is faither, but all the rest favour the 
mother’s side, 188x J. Hawruorne Fort. Fool 1. xx, She 
featured her mother’s family more than her father’s. 

2. a. To affect, or mould the features of. b. To 


stand as a feature or distinctive mark upon. 

1810 CraBBE Borough iv, Fear, hope, dismay .. featured 
every face. 1832 De Quincey Charlemagne Wks. XIII. 160 
Differences by which they are severally marked and featured. 
1863 KinGLake Crimea (1877) V. i. 85 Knolls and ridges 
which featured the andscape. 1878 9S. Lanter Remounstr. 
3 Forbear To feature me my Lord by rule and line. 

3. To sketch the features of; to outline, picture, 
portray. Also, To impress the features of efor 


(something). 

1791-1823 D’Israeii Cur. Lit. (1859) 11. 62 The characters 
cannot be very minutely featured. 1822 Beppors Bride's 
Tragedy 1. iv, Something in the air., Featured its ghastly 
self upon my soul. 1864 Reader 19 Mar. 351 Which some 
keen spirits are already featuring to themselves. 

Hence Featuring v0/. sb.; in quot. concr. 

1865 CarLyLe Fyedk. Gt. VI. xvi. vii. 202 Documents and 
more explicit featurings. 

Featured ({ftitud), #4/.a. [f. FEATURE sd, and 
v. + -ED.] 

+1. Fashioned, formed, shaped. Usually pre- 
ceded by adv. of manner, as evd/, fair, fine, ill, 
well featured, for which see those words. Odés. 

cxgoo Three Kings Sons 111 They were passing well 
fetured. cxs40o J. Heywoop Four P. P. in Hazl. Dodsley 
I. 376 O prince of hell! Feutred in fashion abhominable. 
1543 GRAFTON Conin. Harding 468 Richard duke of 
Gloucestre..was..euill feautered of lymmes. 1575 LaNeE- 
HAM Let, (1871) 51 The rich ring. . without the fayr feawtered 
fiynger, iz nothing, 1627 HakewiLt Afol. 1, ill. § 3. 32 
Horses better featured..then now. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard 
Texts 279 Thy nose..is. featured like some curious Turret. 

+b. Well-formed ; comely, beautiful. Ods. 

1567 Turserv. Ovid's Efist. 10, I at natures hand no 
featurde face could gaine. 1587 — 7vag. 7. (1837) 63 Their 
feitured limmes bedeckt. 1602 Warner Alb. Lng. x. lix. 
(1612) 257 Love-worth Maacha.. baire To Dauid featred 
Absalom. 1774 LANGHORNE Country Fustice 1. 123 In the 


- free Eye, the featur’d Soul display’d, Honour’s strong Beam. 


2. a. Shaped into features. b. Expressed by 


features or external form. 

1742 YounG W¢. Th. ix. 70 The well-stain’d canvas, or the 
featur'd stone. @1779 Lancnorne Studley Park Poems 
(Chalmers) 418 Let. . From Jones’s hand the featur'd marble 
glow. 1794 Matuias Purs. Lit. (1798) 349 Each strange form 
in motley masquerade, Featur'd grimace, and_impudence 
pourtray’d, 1841 Hor. Smitx MWoneyed Man Dae 50 Her 
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FEATURELESS. 


smile was a featured sunbeam. 1850 Lyncn Theo, Trin. xii. 

231 Our earth, the featured Definite Has meanings all divine. 
3. Furnished with or having features of a certain 

cast, usually preceded by some qualifying word, 

1790 Pennant London (1813) 302 Angelic faces .. featured 
with impudence. @1759 Gotpsm. Voltaire Wks. 1881 LV. 
43 The Marquis d’Argent was graceful in person, regularly 
featured, 1850 Es, E_itiorr More Verse & Prose 1. 18 Who 
is that small Napoleon-featur’d pleader? 1861 W. F. Cottier 
Hist. Eng. Lit. 405 That hard-featured..old forester. 

Featureless (fz tiiulés),«. [f. as prec. + -LESS.] 

1. Without good features; ugly. rare. 

¢1600 Suaxs. Son. xi, Let those whom Nature hath not 
made for store, Harsh, featureless, and rude, barrenly perish, 
1860 Sat. Rev. IX. 8431/1 A guard of featureless barbarians. 

2. Wanting facial features. Also, Having no 
marked or prominent feature. 

1825 CotertpGE Aids Re/l. (1848) I. 224 The other [face 
of Janus] .. maimed, featureless, and weather- bitten. 1835 
Lytton Rienzi vi. ii, Featureless spectres..they seemed in 
their shroud-like robes. 1868 Lp. Houcuton Select. fr. 
Wks. 203 The statued form of Beauty... Now prostrate, 
powerless, featureless and cold. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) 
ILI. 66 Indiscriminate lovers .. turn blemishes into beauties 
. the featureless are faultless. 3 

3. ¢ransf. Without any prominent mark or point 
of interest; uninteresting. 

1839 Murcuison Silur. Syst. 1. ii. 22 The low and featureless 
form of the ground. 1871 Sat. Nev. 29 Apr. » The absolutely 
featureless country house of George Hil.’ s reign, 1879 
Farrar St. Paul (1883) 717 Not recognising a single land- 
mark on the featureless s shore. 1891 /” unch Christmas No. 7/2 
The month [of March] will be so featureless. 

b. Of business, esp. on the stock market : 
no occasion for remark; uneventful. 

1879 Standard 21 May 2/1 Business in Discount to-day 
was absolutely featureless. 1885 AZanch, Exam.1 Apr. 4/1 
Canadian Pacific shares were featureless. 

Hence Fea'turelessness. 

1883 Mrs. Bisnor Sk. AZalay Penin, ii. in Leisure Hour 
21/r Yet with all this. .featurelessness.. Malacca is very fas- 
cinating. 

Featurely (fetituli), @. [fas prec. + -1y1.] 
Having strongly marked features ; characteristic ; 
typical. 

¢1819 CoLeripce in Lit. Rem. (1836) II. 133 More in- 
tellectually vigorous and more featurely warriors of Christian 
chivalry. 1853 Lyncu SedféJ2prov. iil. 59 Chaucer. .giving 
us the featurely expression of his own age. 

Hence Fea‘tureliness. 

1818 CoLeripGE in Lit, Rem. (1836) I. 117 Don Quixote’s 
leanness and featureliness. 

Featy (frti), a. [f. Fuara.+-y1.] +a. Neat, 
pretty (ods.). b. Handy, clever, wide-awake (va7e). 

1621 Motte Camerar. Liv. Libr. 1. 1.73 ‘The featie con- 
ceits this Epitaph sheweth to have. 1844 Camp of Refuge 
I, ror A maiden of Alftrude’s degree could not travel.. 
without a featy handmaiden attendant upon her. 

Hence Fea‘tily adv., in quot. =IEATLY 2 b. 

¢ 1630 in Risdon Surv. Devon § 225 (1810) 239 They. . 
it on the grass as featily. 

+ Feauges. Obs. rare—|. 

1624 Capt. Smitu Vivginiav.180 Many that went abroad, 
through weaknesse were subiect to be suddenly gurprized 
with a disease called the Feauges, whiche was neither paine 
nor sicknesse, but as it were the highest degree cf weaknesse. 

Feaver, -our, etc.: see Frven. 

Feawd, obs. form of Frup sé.1, enmity. 

Feawterlocke, obs. form of FETrERLOCK, 

Feaze (f7z), uv. Obs. exc. Naut. Forms: 6 
faze, 9 faize, 8- feaze. [In some way related to 
OE. fes (see FAs) fringe ; possibly as a naut. term 
f. MDu. vese, veze fringe, frayed edge, which is re- 
lated by ablaut to the OE. word. ] 

1. a. ¢vans. To unrayel (a rope), etc. b. zztr. Of 
a rope or thread: ‘To unravel at the end. Also of 
a stick: To wear rough at the end. 

1568 Sir T. SMITH Derecta Ling. « Ang vd. Script, 3b, Faz, 
Jila diducere [Smith's ‘ faz’ =faze; : cf. § gaiz’=gaze]. @1577 
Gascoicne Dax Bartholomew Wks.(1587) 83, I find it [a brace- 
let] fazedalmost quiteinsunder. 1647 Farincpon Ser. Pref. 
28 The Schoolmen did feaze and draw it out, and then made 
it up into knots. 1721-1800 Baitey, /easing [Sea Term] is 
the Ravelling out of a Cable, or any great Rope at the 
Ends. 1813 W. Lestir View Nairn Gloss., Feaze, to have 
the woof at the end of a piece of cloth or ribband rubbed 
out from the warp. 1825 Jamteson, ‘That thread ’Il no go 
through the eye of the needle; its a’ feazed at the point.’ 
‘Get a verrule put to your staff, the end o’t’s a’ faiz'd.’ 1867 
Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Feaze, to untwist, to unlay ropes; 
to tease, to convert it into oakum. 

2. intr. (see quot.) 

1813 W. Lestie View Nairn Gloss. 454 Feaze, to have 
the edge of a razor.. turned to a side, instead of being 
blunted by use. 

Hence Feazings wé/. sb. p/.; Sc. fais-, faizins. 

1825 Jamieson, Maizins, Faisins. ae SMyTH Sailor's 
Word-bk., Feazings, the fagging out or unravelling of an 
unwhipped rope. 


+ Feaze, v.2 Obs. rare—'. (See quot.) 

1641 Best Farm. Bks, (Surtees) 97 Such olde sheepe and 
lambes as doe shoote are to be .. feased, i.e. to have all the 
woll under theire tayle. ‘clipped away. 

Feaze, var. of FEEzE sb. and v. 

Feble, obs..form of FEEBLE. 

Febre, obs. form of FEVER. 

Febricitant (f/bri sitint), a. and sé. Now 
rare. [ad. L. febricttant-em, pr. pple. of febricitare 
(see next). Cf. F. febricitant.) 
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A. adj. Affected with fever; feverish. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke Contents 1, All 
Agues, and all Febricitant diseases, as is, the Rose, the 
Plague. 1670 Phil. Trans. V. 2079 A Foetus febricitant 
whilst in the womb, 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Hebricitant. 

+ B. sé. One who is affected with fever. Obs. 

141 R. Cortanp Galyen's Terapeutyke 2 Diijb, Vj. C. 
tymes haue we wasshed many febricitans incontinent after 
y?® fyrste actes [vead acces]. 1650 Butwer Axthroponcet. 
xxii. 245 The Amplifying force. . which formeth out in length 
the Bones of Febricitants, as wax. : 

+Febricitate, v. Ols-° [f L. febricitat- 
ppl. stem of fedrvicitare to have a fever, f. febris 
fever.] zztr. To be ill of a fever. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in BaiLey. 

+ Febri:cita‘tion. Obs. rare—1. [n. of state 
f. L. febricitare: see prec. and -ATIoN.] The state 
of being in a fever, feverishness. 

1584 T. BASTARD Chirestolevos av. 11 Phisition Mirus talkes 


of saliuation Of Tophes and Pustules and Febricitation. 
1663-76 BuLLokar, Febricitation. ge in Baitey vol. II. 


Febricity (fbrivsiti), [ad. L. febricitat-em, n. 
of state f. febricitare: see Fepricitars and -rry J 
The state of having a fever or being feverish. 

1873 Browninc Ned Cott. Nt.-cap 174 In those three 
months’ febricity Which followed. 

Febricose (fzbrikows), a. [ad. L. fedricos-us, 
f. febrts a fever.] ‘Feverish’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

Febricula (ftbrikizla). AZed. [a. L. febricula, 
dim. of febris a fever. Cf. F. febricule.] A slight 
fever, of short duration. 

1746 Sir R, Mannincuam (¢z¢/e), The symptoms, nature, 
causes, and cure of the febricula . . commonly called the 
nervous or hysteric fever. 1785 FRANKLIN Lett. Wks, 1840 


VI. 528 Many find themselves affected by that febricula, 
which the English alone call a cold. 1834 J. Forses 


Laennec’s Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 204 Vhis febricula..is not 
usually followed by any mischief. 
Febriculose (fibriskizilous), a Med. rare. 


[ad. L. febriculds-us, f. febricula: sce prec. ] 

1727 in BatLey vol. Il. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., CBM a 
having a slight fever, relating to a Febricula. 

Hence Febriculo'sity. 7avre. 

1727 Batvey vol. Il, Medbricudosity, the same as Febricite- 
tion. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex. , Febriculosity, feverishness. 


+ Febri‘culous, ¢. Obs. rave. [ad. L. fedr7- 
culos-us : see prec. and -ous.] Slightly feverish. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Febriculous, that hath or is 
subject to a Feaver. Whencé 1692-1732 in CoLEs. 


+ Fe‘brient, a. Ols. rare—'. [ad. late L, 
Jebrient-em, pr. pple. of febrive to have a fever ] 
Ieverish, sickening of a fever. 

1651 Biccs New L7sf. P 248 An infant of a year old, who 
is dentient and febrient. 

Febrifacient (f7briféi-fient), a. and sd. [f. L. 
febri- (febris) fever + -FACIENT.] 

A. adj, Fever-producing. 

1803 T. Beppors //ygtia x1. 48 The fermentations from 
which the febri-facient effluvia spring. .1884 in Syd. Soc. 
Lex. 

B. sé. Something that produces fever. 

1832 in WessTeER (citing Beppoes). 

Febriferous (ffbriféras), a. [f. L. /edri-, 
Sebris fever + -rEROUS.] Producing fever. 

1874 Dunc.ison, ebriferous, fever-bearing, as a febri- 
Jerous locality. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Febrific ({ibrifik), a fad. F. /ebrifique 
(Cotgr.), f. L. febri-, febris fever + -fic-ws making : 
see -FIC.] a. Producing fever. b. =F EVERISH. 

1710 T. Futter Phar, E- rtemp, 203 A Febrific Glyster. 
1749 Fiecpinc Jom Fones vi. iii, The aliment.. will 
aggravate the febrific symptoms. 1766 CuESTERF, Lett. 
IV. 242 The febrific humour fell into my legs. 1832 in 
Wesster. 1884 in Syd. Soc, Lex. 


Febrifugal ({tbri: fiz/gal, febrifiz-gal), a. [f. 
next +-AL.] Adapted to mitigate or subdue fever ; 
anti-febrile. 

1663 Boye Nat. Philos. u.v. x. 212 Nor the mixture hath 
been. .noted for any Febrifugal Vertues. 1853 Cham). Jrnd. 
XX. 28 The remedies prescribed were depletory and febri- 
fugal. 1870 Benriey Bot. (ed. 2) 483 ‘The plants of this 
order have ..febrifugal properties. 

Febrifuge (fevbrifitidz’, a. and sd. [a. F. 
Jébrifuge, f. (on L. type *febrifugus) L. febri-, 
Sebris fever + fug-are to drive away.] 

A. adj. =F EBRIFUGAL. 

1707 Curios. Hush. § Gard. 235 Perriwinkle is vulnerary, 
astringent and febrifuge. 1725 N.St Anprit in Lond. Gaz. 
No. 6349/3 ‘Testaceous Powders and Febrifuge Juleps. 1803 
Davy in Phil Trans, XCIII. 268 Barks supposed to be 
possessed of febrifuge properties. 1860 Pirsse Lab Chem. 
Wonders 171 Nearly all the bitter plants are called febri- 
fuge from their power to cure fever. 

B. sb. A medicine adapted to drive away or to 
reduce fever ; hence, cooling drink. 

1686 W Harris tr. Lemery’s Chym (ed. 3) 487 Divers 
other ingredients, thought to be Peurtizes 1744 BERKELEY 
Siris §7 It hath pe found an admirable febrifuge. 1860 
Redve Cloister & IV. 305 ue grand febrifuge of 
anchorites—cold ae 1861 G BerkELEY Sorts. 
W. Prairies vi, 96 He had soreiee some effervescing 
lemonade, so I contented myself with that febrifuge. 

transf. and fig. 1815 Scorr Guy M. viii, Chanting a rhyme 
which she believed sovereign asa febrifuge. 1851 Ruskin 
Stones Ven. (1874) 1. App. 364 Geometry seems to have acted 
as a febrifuge. a@1859 De Quincey in H. A. Page Lif I. 
iii. 34 The rough febrifuge which this awaking administered. 


FEBRUARY. 


+ Febrifugous, a. Ods. ‘Also 8 febrifugious. 
[f. as prec. +-ous.] =FEBRIFUGAL, 

1683 W. Harris Pharmacologia xii. 177, 1 have generally 
ghouenkt it Necessary to give some such .. Febrifugous 
draught. 1725 Braptey Fam. Dict. s.v. Quinguina, The 
resinous febrifugious substance of this Barke. s 

Febrile (fmbril, febril), @ [a F. febrile, 
ad. L. fedrilis, f. febris fever.] +a. Of a person: 
Affected by, or suffering from, fever (ods.). b. Of 
or pertaining to fever; produced by or indicative 
of fever; feverish. 

1651 Bices New Disp. ? 194 Teach Physitians to fear how 
they expose their febrile patients. 1666 G, Harvey Mord. 
Angl. ii. (1672) 6 The Febril heat continuing its aduction 
upon the dryer fleshy parts, changes into a Marcid Feaver. 
1749 Fievoinc Vom Yones vin. iii, The acidity occasioned 
by the febrile matter. 1783 Porr Chirurg. Wks. Il. 137 
Calculated..to quiet the febrile heat. 1794 SuLtivan View 
Nat. IV. 255 We were..all in a febrile state. We could 
noteat. 1844 KINGLAKE “Eothen v: 69 The febrile irritation 
of the frame. 

Hence Febrility, the state of being febrile, 
feverishness. + Fe'brilous a. Obs. rave—', = 


FEBRILE b, © 

1873 R. Barnes Dis. Women 96 There is a state of febrility, 

. of swimming of the eyes. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surge I. 
&4 In proportion as the local process is less acute... there is 
less attendant febrility. 1651 Biccs New Dis. ® 194 ‘Their 
febrilous essence of heat. 

+Febris. Olds. Also 5 febrys, 6 febres. [a. 
L. febris fever.] A fever. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 230/3 Al that yere she was seke 
and laboured in the febrys. 1527 ANDREW Srwuswyke's 
Distyll. Waters u. A ij, 1t|Sorell water] is good for the hote 
ague or febres. 1535 Stewart Croxz. Scot. II. 219 Vter that 
tyme..Into the Walis seik in the febris la. : 

Febronian (febrownian), a. [f. Lebrontus + 
-AN.] Of or pertaining to (Justinus) Febronius; 
a pseudonym under which J. N. von Hontheim of 
Treves wrote in the 18th century, maintaining 
the independence of national churches. Hence 
Febro‘nianism, the doctrine thus maintained. 

1856 Literary Churchman Il, 66/1 The extract on the 
Erastianism, or ‘Febronianism’, of Austria is as follows. 
1882 Scuarr Lucycl. Relig. Knowl. 1, 722 In harmony 
with the Febronian principles. 1885 Catholic Dict. 244/2 
Febronianism..may be roughly described as an exaggeration 
of Gallicanism. /é7¢. 346/1 The notorious Church reforms 
of Joseph II may be fairly called Febronian. 4 

February (febrvari). Forms: 3 feoverel, 
-rer, 3-5 fever(r)er, -yer(e; (3 -3eer), 4-5 
feverzere, (5 Sc. feveryher), 4-6 feverel(l(e, 
(4 -yl), 4-7 februar, (9 Sc. febewar), 4 februari, 
6-7 februarie, (6 febrewary), 7-8 februeer, 
(7 ore 4- February. Also abbreyv. 7ed. [ME, 
Severer, ad. OF. feverier, =Pr. febrier, Cat. febrer, 
Sp. febrero, Pg. fevereiro, It. febbraio :—popular L. 
*febrarius, L. februarius, f. Sebrua pl. (februum 
sing. a word of Sabine origin signifying purifica- 
tion), the Roman festival of purification, held on 
the 15th of this month. The ME. form /feverel 
appears to be of Eng. origin, the dissimilation being 
parallel to that in /aurel from /aurer. It is note- 
worthy that Welsh has the form chzwefraw/, -ol (the 
L. type of which would be */ebraalis), beside chwe- 
Jrawr, -or repr. L. februadrius. The later forms are 
taken directly from Lat. or refashioned after Lat.] 

1. The second month of the year, containing 
twenty-eight days, except in bissextile or leap yess 
when it has twenty-nine. 

[a1000 Menologium (Gr.) 18 Swylce emb feower wucan 
pette solmonad sized to tune, butan twam nihtum; swa 
hit setealdon seo, Februarius feer, frode xesipas.) a12z25 
Juliana 78 Obe sixtende dei of feouereles mone 1297 
R. Grouc. (Rolls) 8238 In be monbe of feuerer. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1x. x. (1495) 354 Olde errour, of 
nacyons..halowed.. February to the nether goddes. cx450 
St Cuthbert (Surtees) 7099 Of feuerjere pe fift kalend. 
c1470 Henry Wadlace vu. 1 In Feuersher befell the sammyn 
cace, That Inglismen tuk trewis with Wallace. 1588 A. 
KinG tr. Canisius’ Catech. H_iij, S. Matthias day y° 24 of 
februar. @1660 Warton Disc. Years, etc. Wks. (1683) 83 
February. @ /ebyuo, that is to sacrifice, because then the 
Romans sacrificed to Pluto. .for the Souls of their Ancestors, 
1745 tr. Columella's Hush. 464 The Xx of February Leo (the 
Lion) ceases to set. @18r0 ‘l'ANNAHILL Feberwar Poet. Wks. 
(1846) 157 Thou cauld gloomy Feberwar, O gin thou wert 
awa’. 1867 O. W. Hormes Old Vol. of Life (1891) 135 
A warm day in February is a dream of April. 

b. personified. 

1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. 1x. x. (1495) 355 Februari 
is paynted as an olde man sittynge by the fyre. 182 
SHetitey Dirge for aaa Poems (1891) 568/2 February 
bears the bier. 1863 R. Cuampers Bk. of Days I. 202 
February comes in like a sturdy maiden, with a tinge of the’ 
red hard winter apple on her hardy cheek, 

2. Proverbs. Lebruary fill-dike : a popular appel- 
lation indicating the prevalence of either rain or, 
snow in this month. 

1557 TussEer 100 Points Husb, cii, Feuerell fill dyke, a 

ood with his snowe. 1573 —- Hus. = (1878) 87 F 

ll the dike With what thou dost like. - 1633 B. Jonson rhe) 
Tub 1. i, Februere Doth cut and shear. 1670 Ray Prev. 40! 
All the moneths in the year curse a fair Februeer. /did.,’ 
F ebruary fill dike, Be it black or be it white, But if it be: 
white, It's the better to like. ac Best Angling 165 The! 
Welchman had rather see his on the bier, Than see’ 
a fair Februeer. 1889 ALLAN Weather Wisdom 15 If ine 


FEBRUATE. 


February there be no rain, "Tis neither good for hay nor 
grain. 

3. attrib.; February Red, a kind of fly. 

1599 SHAKS. Much Ado v. iv. 41 What's the matter? That 
you haue such a Februarie face. 1867 F. Francis Angling 
vi. (1880) 200 The February red .. belongs to the Perlidez, 
are Morris Larthly Par. (1890) 422/2 Late February 

ays. 

+ Fe‘bruate, a. Obs. rare, [ad. L. februat-us 
pa. pple. of fedrudre: see next.} Only in A day 
februate, one devoted to purification. 

1610 Heatey St. Aug. Citie of God 675 Hee..calleth this 
feast day, a day februate, that is a day of purgation, etc. 


+Fe‘bruate, v. Ols—° [f. L. februat- ppl. 
stem of februdre to purify, f. februunt a means of 
purification.] ‘To purge souls by sacrifice or 
prayer’ (Blount Glossagr. 1056-81). 
Februa‘tion. Now rare. [ad. L. februdation- 
em, n. Of action f. febvadre: see prec.] A cere- 
monial purification or cleansing. 

e652 J. Smitu Sel. Disc. ii. 37 Those charms and februa- 
tions anciently in use upon the appearing of aneclipse. 1663 
J. SPENCER ind ta) (1665) 172 To reconcile his peevish and 
touchy Greatness by some Februations. 1721-1800 in BaiLey. 
1876 Martin tr. Ketl’s Comm. Ezek, 1. 207 The passing of 
children through fire without either slaying or burning; a 


februation by fire. 
+ Fec. Ods. since 12th c. [OE. fc, corresp. to 


OF ris. fek, fak, OS. fac (MLG., Du. vak), OHG. 
Jah (MUG, vach, mod.G. fach); the continental 
sense is chiefly ‘compartment ’, ‘ bounded space’. 
The normal mod.Eng. form would be fack.] 

A definite interval in space or time; a limited 
distance, fixed period. 

e1000 Ags, Gosp. Luke xxiv. 13 On bet castel pat waes on 
feece [L. 2” spatio] syxtiz furlanga fram hierusalem. a@ 1175 
Cott. Hon. 23x Hi bi ene féce to his curt come sceolde. 
Ibid. 235 Eft bine fece and pes lare and laze swide acolede 
purh manifeald sénne. 

Fecal, Feces, etc.: sce F mcat, etc. 

Fecche, var. of fetch, obs. and dial. f. of VercH. 

Fech(e, obs. form of Frercu v. 

Feche, obs. forms of Fisu, Fircu. 

Fecher, obs. form of FisHEr. 

Fechia (fe'tfia). Also 8 in Ital. form feccia. 
[a. It. fece¢a:—vulgar Latin */ecza, altered form of 
L. fec-em (fxx): see Facus.] Dregs of wine. 

1704 Lond. Gaz, No. 4037/7 The. .Goods left unsold, . will 
be lowered to the following Prizes ..the good Sherries to 
187, per But ; the Feccia to 24s. per C. 

attrib, 1812 J. Smytu Pract. Customs (1821) 33 Fechia 
Ashes are the ashes of the grape-vine. 

Fecht, Sc. var. of Ficnr. 

Fecial, var. of Ferran, 

Fecifork (f7sifpik). Zitom. 
Faces) + ForK.] (See quot.) 

1826 Kirpy & Spence Extom. IV. 353 Fecifork (Fect/urca), 
the anal fork on which the larvze of Cassida, etc., carry their 


feces. 
Feck! (fek). Sc. and north. dial. Also 5-6 
fek, 6 fecce, fect. [app. aphetic f. Errrcr sd.] 

+1. =Errect 2b. The purport, drift, tenor, or 
substance (of a statement, intention, etc.). Some- 
times coupled with form. ? Obs. 

With first quot. cf. Chaucer AZerch. T. 153 Theffecte of 
his entente. 

c1500 Lancelot 2938 This is the fek of our entent. 1535 
Stewart Crom. Scot. 11. 684 In forme and fect as it wes 
wont to be. c1ggo A. Scorr in Sibbald Chron. Scot. Poetry 
IIL. 148 Wald ye foirsé the forme, The fassoun, and the fek, 
Ye suld it fynd inorme, With bawdry yow to blek. 1600 
Heywoop 1 Ldw. LV, 1. iv, So the feck .. of all your long 
purgation..is no more. .but the King wants money. 

2. (Cf. Errecr 1 b.] Efficacy, efficiency, value ; 
hence, vigour, energy. 

1535 STEwart Crox. Scot. 11. 617 Quhilk semis weill to be 
Of lytill fecc or 3it auctoritie. 15397 Monrcomerir Cheryie 
§ Slae 631 Thay ar maire faschious nor of feck. 1789 Burns 
Elegy on 1788, 22 Highty-eight .. gied you .. E’en monie a 
plack, and monie a peck, Ye ken yoursels, for little feck. 
1811 WiLLan WW, Riding Gloss., Meck, might, activity, zeal, 
abundance. 1823 Gatt R. Gilhaize IIL. 169 Your laddie 
there’s owre young to be o’ ony fek in the way o’ war. 

- 8. Amount, quantity. Zhe (most) feck: the bulk, 
greatest part, ‘ practically the whole’. 

The corresponding sense of Errecr sd, was not recognized 
in its proper place in this Dictionary, but an example of it 
prob. occurs in Chaucer /'”, Tale 153 ‘My purchas is theffect 
of al my rente’, which may be rendered ‘ My gains are the 
feck of all my income’. 

c1470 Henry Wadlace vit. 7oo Swa sall we fend the fek 
of this regioun, 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11 526 The 
Jordis..for‘the most fect, Amang thame self held Donewald 
suspect. .@1774 Frrcusson Leith Races Poet. Wks. (1845) 
35 Great feck gae hirplin hame like fools, The cripple lead 
the blind. 1794 Burns Carle of Kellyburn Braes 53, | hae 
been a devil the feck o’ my life. 1822 W. J. Narier Pract. 
Store-Farm. 266 ‘I hope you have lost none.’ ‘No mony,” 
‘What feck, think ye?’ 1824 Scorr Redgauntlet xxiii, 
* Naething will be said. .for..the feck of three hours,’ 1876 


[f. L. farce- (see 


Whitby Gloss. s.v., ‘He did t’ feck o’'t’ wark.’ Jézd., ‘There’s © 


arare feck on’t.’ 1887 Stevenson Jerry Men 139 ‘He had 

a feck o’ books wi’ him—mair than had ever been seen before 

in a’ that presbytery. 

jt Feck2, Ods. Also fack. [var. of Fark sd.] 

One of the stomachs of ruminants; ? the omasum 

or manyplies. i 
1701 Grew Cosmol, Sacra 1. v. 29 Three Stomachs: 





125 


the Panch, the Read and the Feck. 1736 Peccr Kendicisms 
(E. D.S.), Hack of a bullock ; that stomach that receives the 
herbage first, and from whence it is resumed into the mouth 
to be chew’d. 1887 in Kent Gloss. 


Fecket (fe'két). Sc. An under waistcoat. 

1795 Burns Zo Mr, Mitchell iv, [Death] gat me by the 
fecket, And sair me sheuk, 1810 AINSLIE 7a 0 the Balloch 
in Pilgr. Land. Burns 242 Wia fecket sae fu’, an’ a stocking 
sae stent. 1851 Glasgow Past § Present 1. 138 Flannels 
and feckets will festoon all the windows. 


Feckful (fekful), a. Also 7 fectful, [f. Frcx1 
+-FUL.] Efficient, vigorous, powerful. 

1596 Davrymp_e tr, Leslie's Hist. Scot, (1885) 108 Gif he 
be feckful, and haue grace to correct maneris in wicked 
persones. 1606 tr. Nollock’s Lect. 2 Thess. iv. ii. 49 Wher 
boldnes in preaching the Gospell is, there is effectualnes in 
it, & the man who hes this boldnes, is a fectfull man. 1678 
R. MacWarp Let, in Scots Worthies (1826) 429 He was 
the most faithful, feckful compassionate and indefatigable 
elder. 1721 Ramsay 70 Will. Starrat 27 Feckfu folks can 
front the bauldest wind. 1722 W. Hamirton Life Wallace 
ut 28 Great room he made .. Till mony a feckful Chiel that 
Day was slain. 31811 Wittan W. Riding Gloss., Feckful, 
strong and brawny. 

Hence Fe'ckfully adv. 

1723 MeWarp Contendings 153 That great man of God, 
who hath so faithfully, so fectfully, and so zealously served 
his Generation. 

Feckins: see Ines. 

Feckless (feklés), a Also 7 fectless. Ori- 
ginally Sv, and 207th, dial., but now not infrequent 
in literary use. [f. as prec. +-LEss.] Of things: 
Ineffective, feeble, futile, valueless. Of persons, 


their actions and attributes: Destitute of vigour, : 


energy, or capacity; weak, helpless. 

1599 Jas. I BaatA. Awpov (1682) 33 A fecklesse arrogant 
conceit of their greatnes and power. @ 1605 MontTGoMERIE 
Sonn, xix. 4 Their feckles flyting is not worth a flie. 1619 
Z. Boyp Last Battell (1629) 242 My Faith is both faint and 
fectlesse. 1632 Ruturrrorp Leff. (1862) I. gt Let others 
take their silly, feckless heaven in this life. @1774 Furr- 
cusson //allow/fair Poet. Wks. (1845) 15 Wi’ that he gat 
anither straik.. That gart his feckless body ache. 1823 Car- 
LYLE Larly Lett. 1. 252, I am so feckless at present that 
I have never yet had the heart to commence it. 1855 
Mrs. Gasxett North § S. xxxvii, I’m a poor black feckless 
sheep—childer may clem for aught I can do, 1869 TRoL- 
Love He Knew vii. (1878) 41 They're feckless, idle young 
ladies, 

Hence Fe'cklessly adv., in a feckless manner ; 
Fe'cklessness, the state of being feckless ; want of 
energy, feebleness. 

1862 'T. A. TrotLorr Afarietta 1. iv. 71 Lamely, fecklessly, 
incapably. 1637 RurHEeRForD Le?z, (1862) I. 362 Love over- 
looketh blackness and fecklessness. 1893 A¢henwvum 21 Jan. 
82/3 Great general fecklessness and want of resource in not 
trying to save the ship after she took the ground. 

Feckly (fekli), adv. Sc. and north. dial. [f. 
as prec. + -LY 2,] 

+1. iffectually, indeed. Ods. 

c1680 [F. Sempitt] Lanishin. Poverty in Watson Collect. 
1, 14 Her.. kindness which I fectlie fand, Most ready still 
for my behoof, 

2. For the most part, mostly; almost. Also 
mast feckly. 

21774 Fercusson Poet. Wks. (1845), Auld age maist feckly 
glowers right dour Upon the ailings o’ the poor. 1786 Burns 
Inventory 29 Wheel carriages I hae but few, Three carts, 
and twa are feckly new. 1846 Ladl. § Songs Ayrshire Ser. 
1. rr2 ‘Tho’ she’s feckly twice my age I lo’e her best o’ ony. 
1891 H. Hattisurton Ochil Idylls 90 Naé doot its feckly 
wrang to lee. 

Teck(s : see Fras. 

Fecky, see Fixin, Sc. 

+ Fect, v. Obs. rare. Aphet. var. of Inrucr. 

54x R. Cortanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. Qijb, YE the 
father were fecte. 1558-68 WarpeE tr, Aleads’ Secr. 434, 
A lead good remedie..to drive it away after he is fected 
with it. 


+ Fectually, adv. Obs. 
EFFECTUALLY. 

c 1485 Dighy Alyst. (1882) 111. 643, I telle pe fectually Ihave 
thynges to seyn to pe. 

Feculence (fe'kizléns). Also 8 feculance. 
[a. F. fécaulence, ad. L. feculentia, f. feculentus : 
see FECULENT.] 

1. The quality or state of being feculent ; foul- 


ness. In quot. fig. 

1860 Sat. Kev. 7 Apr. 433/2 The fulness, as well as the 
feculence, of the mercantile body. 

2. concr. Feculent matter; dregs, lees, dross, 
scum, Also (now chiefly) in stronger sense, filth. 
“it. and fig. 

a1648 DicBy Closet Open. (1617) 97 It is not amiss that 
some feculence lie thick upon the Ale, 1662 R. MATHEw 
Unl. Alch. § 24.17 How forcibly Nature will throw out the 
feculence. 1708 J. Putiirs Cyder (1807) 60 Contriv’d ‘To 
draw th’ earth’s purest spirit, and resist Its feculence. 1742 
Youne M4. Th. ii. 589 All feculence of falsehood long thrown 
down. 1794 Sutuvan View Nat. V. 365 Slaves of dulness 
and.ignorance, who drudge in feculance. 1802-3 tr. Padlas’ 
Trav, (1812) I. 86 Calcareous constituents, which may be 
easily recognized in the feculence or foam of the sea. 1854 
Bapuam /adieut. 116 Eel .. often taste of the weeds and 
feculence where they dwell. 1855 Farapay in B. Jones 
Life (1870) II. 363 Near the bridges the feculence rolled up 
in clouds. 

b. =F ACES 2. A coe 

1733 Curyne Eng. Malady u. vii. § 3 The Peristaltick 
Motion, so necessary. .[to] the Expulsion ofthe Feculence- 


Aphetic variant of 








FECUNDATE. 


+ Fe‘culency. Ods. Also 7 feculancy, foecu- 

leney. [ad. L. fxculentia: see prec. and -ENCY.] 
= FECULENCE I. 

1651 Biccs New Disf. P 85 Mortality, feculency, and 
turbulency. 1671 J. Wesster Aefallogr. viii. 122 Nothing 
of impure sulphureous foeculency, 1679 J. GoopMAN Penzit. 
Pardoned 1. v. (1713) 347 Spiritual Bodies .. raised and 
sublimed from this drossy feculency. 

2. =FECULENCE 2; iz. and fig. In pl. Impurities. 

1607 TorsELL Serpents (1653) 811, I cold never as yet finde 
..drossy matter, or other feculency. 1655-87 H. Morr Aff. 
Antid, (1712) 215 The feculency of urine, that sinks to the 
bottom of the glass. 1680 Boyie Scept. Chen. vi. 418 That 
crust or dry feculancy .. called Tartar. 1772 Jackson in 
Phil. Trans. LXII1. 6 The reciprocal attraction of the 
particles of isinglass and the feculencies of the beer. 1822 
Burrowes Cyc/, X. 287/t The liquor sometimes thickens too 
fast to permit the feculencies to rise in the scum. 


Feculent (fekizlent), a. Also 6 feaculent, 
7-9 feculent. [a. Fr. féclent, ad. L. feculentus, 
f. fxec-, fee: see Famous and -ULENT.] 

1. Containing or of the nature of feeces or dregs; 
abounding with sediment or impurities; thick, 
turbid. Now usually with stronger sense: Laden 
or polluted with filth ; foul, fetid. 

1471 Rirtey Comp. Alch. 111. in Ashm. (1652) 140 Feculent 
feces. 1578 Banister //ist. Alan vy. 81 The grosse and 
feaculent part of blood. 1607 TorseLi Serfents (1608) 71 
Any feculent or dreggy refuse. 1686 Goap Celest, Bodies 
ut. ili. 445 A misty Air, Fog and Faculent. @1703 Bur- 
Kitt On N. 7. Rev. xxii. x A river, not of muddy or feculent 
water, but clear as crystal. 1777 Howarp P77sons Eng. (1780) 
8 Air which has performed its office in the lungs, is feculent 
and noxious. 1804 AZed. Fru, X11. 469 The evacuation 
of feeculent matter. 

Jig. 1653 Evevyn JZez. (1857) I. 300 Such feculent stuff. 
1660 WATERHOUSE Arms § Arnt. 200 Heralds. .distinguish- 
able from the faeculent plebs .. by their gay Coats. @1734 
NortH Evam. u. v. § 93 (1740) 373 Every Word here 1s 
feculent and stinks. 1866 Loud. Rev. 4 Aug. 130/1 The most 
feculent corruptions of modern civilization. 

+2. Covered with feeces ; filthy. Ods. 

1sgo SreNnSER /, Q. u. vii. 61 Both his handes most filthy 
feculent. 


Feculite (fekizloit). Chem. 
-ITE.] (See quot.) 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Feculite, a term given to pulverulent 
vegetable substances .. which are soluble in hot water, and 
when treated with nitric acid yield oxalic and malic acids, 

Fecund (fekond, frkvnd), a. Forms: 5-7 
fecond, 5 fecounde, 7 foecund, 6— fecund. 
[a. F. fecond, ad. L. fecundus fruitful. In the 
10th c, the spelling was refashioned after Lat.] 

1. Of animals, the earth, etc.: Capable of pro- 
ducing offspring or vegetable growth abundantly ; 
prolific, fertile. In lit. sense somewhat avch. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1.77 Make a dyche, and yf the 
moolde abounde And wol not in agayne, it is fecounde. 
Ibid. %. 985 ‘That wol make all fecundare On every side. 
1537 tr. Latimer’s and Serm. bef. Convocation i. 42 He was 
so fecund a father, and had gotten so many children, 1671 
Grew Anat. Plants 1. iv. App. (1682) 33 Thorns, from the 
outer and less fecund Part. 1676 PAil. Trans. II. 594 
Animals fecond enough. 1678 Cupwortu /7fed/. Syst. 489 
The most Benign and Fecund Begetter of all things. 1721 

3RADLEY Hks. Nature 30 The Nourishment and Growth of 
the Embrio Seed after its Germe is made fecund. 


b. ¢ransf. and jig. 

¢ 1400 Test. Love 111. (1560) 294/2 Al your workes be cleped 
fecond. 1793 J. Wiurtiams Authentic Mem. Warren 
Hastings 54 Vhe most considerable. .of Mr. Burke's poli- 
tical apophthegms seem to quit their fecund parent ..when 
they are matured. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lawips vi. § 4. 166 
This is. .fecund of other fault and misfortune. 1854 /*vaser’s 
‘Mag. XLIX. 19 The printing presses of Paris..so prolific 
and fecund in all kind of fruit, 1884.Sa¢. Nev. 14 June 784/2 
The most brilliant and fecund era in the history of music. 

2. Producing fertility, fertilizing. Cf. Frcun- 
DITY 5. 

1686 Goan Celest. Bodies 11. x. 289 We are troubled with 
Aguatique Signs, as if our Aspect was most Foecund. 1827 
J. F. Coorrr Prairie 11. xv. 28 Which yielded, in return 
for the fecund gift, a scanty growth of grass. 

Hence Fe‘cundness, the state of being fecund. 

1727 in Baitey vol. II. 

Fecundate (fekindeit, f7kinde't), v. [f. L. 
fecundat- ppl. stem of fécundare, f. fecundus 
fruitful.] zvazs. To render fruitful or productive. 

@1631 Donne Sevm. xxxi.304 He. .actuates and fecundates 
our Soules. 1648 W. Mountacur Devout Ess. u. iv. § 4 
(1653) 77 These meditations. .may.. fecundate ey’n the best 
mould they fall upon. 1830 Neate Med. Hymns (1867) 110 
Paradise ..is foecundated With the waters irrigated From 
these sills.” 1863 ¥rvd. Pract. Med. §& Surg. Oct., Fresh 
researches may possibly fecundate this ingenious applica- 
tion. 1870 LoweLL Among ny Bks. Ser. 1. (1873 203 
Even the Trouvéres .. could fecundate a great poet like 
Chaucer. = 

absol, 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. Vil. vu. 352 It may 
be thought that Mandrakes may fecundate since Poppy hath 
obtained the Epithite of fruitful. me 

b. esp. To make the female (individual or organ) 
fruitful by the introduction of the male element ; 


to impregnate. : 

1721 Braviry Wks. Nature 31 Guarded with Petals or 
other Membranes; and yet are fecundated by the Dust of 
Male Flowers. 1781-7 R. Watson Chem. Ess. V. 144 
The eastern practice of foecundating the female palm tree. 
1796 Dr SERRA in Phil. Trans. LXXXVI. 503 The germen 
..1s probably fecundated through its receptaculum, . 1876 


[f& Facuna + 


FECUNDATION. 


Darwin Cross-fertil. i. 7 Nature has something more in 
view than that its own proper males should fecundate each 
blossom. 

Hence Fe'cundated A//. a. Fe‘cundating vé/. 
si, Fecundating A/V. a. 

1796 De Srrrain Phil. Trans. LX X XVI. 502 Which opens 
itself afterwards to let loose the fecundated seeds. 1800 Jed. 
Frnt. VL. 259 The heart is the first visible object in the 
punctum saliens of the fecundated egg. 1872 Peaster Ovar. 
Tumours 12 The fecundated ovum increases in size while 
traversing the oviduct. 1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. iv. 
ii. 300 The Fecundating Principle. 1721 Braptey Ws, 
Nature 10x It must necessarily happen that the fecundating 
Spirit is dissipated. 1813 W. Taycor in Afonthly Rev. XC. 
452 This fecundating force, this power of prompting efforts 
at reproduction is possessed by every writer. 1880 Huxtry 
Crayfish i. 39 The fecundating material itself is a thickish 
fluid. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fecundating corpuscles, the 
spermatozoa. ecundating dust, the pollen of plants. _ 

Fecundation (fe-, fzk#ndéJan), [n. of action 
f. L. fecundare: see prec. and -ATION.] The pro- 
cess of fecundating ; fertilization, impregnation. 

154t R. Copano Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., Or that ye 
make fecondacyon. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef, vu. 
vii. 350 A common conceit, that Rachel requested these 
plants as a medicine of fecundation. 1721 Bravery Ws. 
Nature 3x This Fecundation is done by the help of the 
Wind, which conveys the prolifick Dust into the Tubes of 
the Pestils, 1851 CARPENTER JZan. Phys. (ed. 2) 486 Every- 
thing indicates that the contact of the Spermatozoon with 
the Ovulum is the one thing needful in the act of fecunda- 
tion, 

Fecundator (fe'-, f7k#nde':ta1), [agent-n. f. 
L. fecundare: see Fucunpate, Cf. F. fécondateur.] 
One who or that which fecundates. 

1883 B. W. Ricuarpson Field of Disease m1. 1. vii, 789 
There may the filarial disease exist, with the mosquito as the 
fecundator and carrier, 

Fecundatory (fikundatari), a. [f. FECuNDATE- 
+-oRrY.] Of or pertaining to fecundation. 

1839 Hraser's Mag. XX. 208 The heavens, light, and fire, 
or the fecundatory powers of nature. 


+ Fecwndify, v. Ods. rare. 
-(1)FY.] = FECUNDATE. 

1730-6 in Batey (folio), 1763 Nat. Hist. in Ann, Reg. 
82/2 The eggs are deposited almost immediately after they 
are fecundified. 

Fecundity (fkunditi), [ad. L. fecunditat-em 
fruitfulness, f. fecendus; see FECUND and -1TyY. 
CE F. fécondité.) 

1. Of female animals: The faculty of reproduc- 
tion, the capacity for bringing forth young; pro- 
ductiveness, 

1447 BokENHAM Seyztys (Roxb.)50 Whan thou. . hast fecun- 
dyte Than schul they yiftes acceptable be. 1607 TorsELt 
Four. Beasts (1673) 217 The foecundity of the beast that 
beareththem, 1727 BrapLey Ham. Dict.s.v. Bee, His Fecun- 
dity is such almost throughout the Year, that [etc.]. 1775 
Jounson Tax. no Tyr. 7 They multiply with the fecundity 
of their own rattlesnakes. 1856 Grinpon Life ix, (1875) 
112 The most astonishing examples of fecundity occur 
among fishes and insects. 

2. Bot. The faculty or power of germinating. 

1691 Ray Creation (1714) 300 Some seeds that retain their 
Fecundity forty Years. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fecundity..in 
Botany, the capacity of a seed for germination. 

3. Of the earth: The quality of producing 
abundantly ; fertility. 

c 1420 Pallad, on Hush. 1. 57 Ffecunditee thowe see thus 
in this lande, 1432-50 tr. Hzeden (Rolls) I. 320 The.. 
fecundite or plentuosenes of the soyle. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
Hen. VII an. 12, 41a, The Cornyshe men inhabityng the 
least parte of the realme .. and without all fecunditee, com- 
pleyned and grudged greatly. 1622 T.Scotr Belg. Pismire 
2 The Earth-.. prevented thy desires with overflowing 
fecunditie. 1718 J. CHAMBERLAYNE Relig. Philos. (1730) UU. 
xx, § 7 It [the Earth] has never failed, nor entirely lost its 
Foecundity. 1843 Prescorr Mexico 1v. vil. (1864) 251 The 
marvellous fecundity of the soil. 

4. Productiyeness in general, the faculty or power 
of being fruitful, fertility: a. of material things. 

1555 Even Decades 266 It noryssheth the fecunditie of 
thynges generate, 1662 J. Davis tr. Mandelslo's Trav. 
137 This fecundity lasts all night, till the returne of the 
Sunne makes both the flowers and leaves drop off. 1721 
BrapLey Wks, Nature 102 That Fecundity, which. .antient 
Physicians .. attributed to a Sympathy, or Love among 
Trees. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) 
I. 573 It is not the heat of the Tropics which gives to this 
tree a fecundity so constant, and so varied. 1836 Mac- 
Gittivray tr. Humboldt’s Trav, xiv. 181 A few drops of a 
vegetable fluid impress us with an idea of the. .fecundity of 
nature. 1855 Mirman Lat, Chr. (1864) II. 1. vi. 93 The 
monks seemed to multiply with greater fecundity than the 
population of the most flourishing cities, 

b. of immaterial things. 

1621 Donne Serv. xliii, 427 The Fecundity of the words. 
1691 Ray Creation (1714) 18 A demonstrative Proof of the.. 
feccundity of His Wisdom and Power. 1789 BrenrHam 
Princ. Legisl. xii. § 17 The mischief. .is..in point of fecun- 
dity pregnant to a degree that baffles calculation. 1824 W. 
Irvine 7. Trav, II. 54 The extreme fecundity of the press. 
184z H. Rocers Ess. I. i. 10 That fecundity of fancy, which 
can adorn whatever it touches, 

5. The capacity for making fruitful or productive, 
fertilizing power. 

1642 H. More Jnmortal. of Souls m. iii. 169 The fixed 
sunne., through his fecundity Peoples the world. 
Morven Geog. Rect, (1685) 443 The River Nilus is famous 
for its Greatness and Foecundity. 1860 Pusey Ain. Proph. 
144 The ancients thought that the waters of the Nile must 
have some power of fecundity. 1868 Pearp Water-Farm. 
xii, 120 The fecundity of ‘the springs’, 
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Fecundize (fe-, fekindaiz,, v. 
-IZE,)] =F ECUNDATE, 

1828 WILSON in Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 652 It fecundizes 
the imagination with poetic forms. 

+Fecu'ndous, a. Ols. Also 7 fecundious. 
[f. as prec. +-(1)ous.] =F rcunp. 

1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. 1. 103 The .. fecundious 
fat of the Goose’s Axungia. 1737 M. Green Spleen 408 
The press from her fecundous womb Brought forth the arts 
of Greece and Rome, ; 

Fed (fed), 56. U.S. [Short for federalist.] = 
FEDERALIST sd. 2. 

1807 W. Irvine Life § Let. (1864) I. xii. 187, I had three 
or four good Feds sprawling around me on the floor, 

+ Fed, fede, a. and sb. Obs. Also fedd, feid, 
pl. fede, -es, -is. [app. repr. OF. *zefeezed (weak 
decl, *ze/egda, -e), pa. pple. of gefegan (early ME. 
ifeien, wveten to set at variance: see I-Fay z.), 
f. gefd: see For.] 

A. adj. At variance, hostile. 

c12zgo 70 Fortune in Old Eng. Misc. 86 Wyp freomen bu 
art ferly feid, a1300 Cursor M. 8535 (Cott.) Cartage ..to 
rome was euer fede. , 

B. sé. An enemy; sfec. the fiend, devil. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 7935 (Cott.) ‘Pat man,’ he said, ‘es godds 
fed.’ /d/d. 12948 (Gott.) Pan said pe lauerd to be fede ‘ Man 
mai noght liue allane wid brede’. Jézd. 23746 (Cott.) Again 
vr fedes thrin to strijf, vr flexs, bis werld, and be warlau, 

Fed, obs. form of FEup sé.1, enmity. 

Fed (fed), 4//. a. [Pa. pple. of Frep v.] In 
various senses of the vb. a. Supplied with food ; 
hence, nourished ; /z¢, and fg. Chiefly with adv. 
prefixed, as highly, well fed; also in comb. with 
prefixed sb., as in dacon-, bounty-, grass-, rump-, 
stall-fed, etc. (see the sbs.). +b. = FATTeD (oés.). 

a. 1483 Cath. Angl. 124/2 Fedd, pastus, cibatus, 1579 
Furke Heskins’ Parl. 389 One of the feeid and fed seruants 
of y? Pope. 1601 Suaks. Ad/’s Weld 11. ii. 3, I will shew 
my selfe highly fed. /é7d. 1. iv. 39 A good knaue ifaith, 
and well fed. 16z1 Lapy M. Wrotu Urania 378 His fed 
imagination .. is so soone made to sterue againe. 188 
Ruskin Preterita 11. 235 A clear dashing stream, not ice fed, 
but mere fountain and rainfall. 1892 R. Kirtinc Barrack-r. 
Ballads (ed. 2) 140 To the cod and the corpse-fed conger-eel. 

1535 CovERDALE Luke xy. 27 Thy father hath slayne 
a fed calfe because he hath receaued him safe and sounde. 
1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 39 The fox follouit the fed geise. 
a 1623 W. Pembte Worthy Rec. Lord’s Supper (1628) 61 
The blood of bullocks, and fat of fed beasts, 

Fedam, obs. form of FEYpom. 

+ Fe‘darie. Ovs. Also fcedarie, federarie. 
[var. of feodary FEUDARY, q.v.; but used by 
Shaks. in sense due to erroneous association with 
L. fadus ; see FEDERAL. 

The form federarie, which would be a correctly formed 
derivative of fedus, but occurs only in a single passage of 
the First Folio, is perhaps a misprint or a scholarly correc- 
tion, as the usual form /edarie suits the metre better. The 
Second Folio and most subsequent edd. read /vodarie, -y, 
in all the passages.] f 

A confederate, accomplice. 

1603 Suaks. Meas. for M, u. iv. 122 Else let my brother 
die, If not a fedarie but onely he Owe, and succeed thy 
weaknesse, 
for this Act? 1611 — Wnt. T. 11. i. go Shee’s a Traytor, 
and Camillo is A Federarie with her. 

| Feddan (fedén). Also fedan. [Arab. .)lus 
Jadin, faddan a yoke of oxen; an acre.] An 
Egyptian measure of land, a little more than an 
English acre in extent. 

a@1817 Burckuarpt Arabic Prov, (1830) 134 A piece of 
ground comprising seventeen feddans. 1877 M’Coan Egypt 
as it ts ix, 183 The small proprietors who own from fifty to 
several hundred feddans. 1882 Standard 13 Oct. 5/4 Two 
hundred thousand fedans or acres of land. 

+ Fe'ddle, s?. Os, In 5 fedill, 7 fedle. [perh. 
repr. (with some change of sense) OF. /éde/s fatted 
bird, f. fédan to Frep,] One who is made much 
of; a pet, favourite. Also attrzd. 

[a 800 Corpus Gloss. A 467 Altilia, foedils. c1000 Suppl. 
EVfric’s Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 190 A ltilis, fedels.) a 1400-50 
Par fand pai bridis..of febir fresch as any fame, as ere pir 
fedill dowfis, pat [etc.]. 16x11Corcr., Bedaud, a fedle, minion, 
fauourite. /bid., Cochonner..make a fedle of. @ 1693 Urqu- 
HART Radelais mu. xviii. 146 It will be my dainty Fedle- 


darling. 
+Feddle, v. Ods. rare. [f. prec. sb.] (See 


quot.) 

r61r Corcr., Cadeler, to cocker, pamper, fedle, cherish, 
make much of. Jézd., Mignoter, to dandle, feddle. 

Hence + Fe‘ddled /f/. a. + Fe'ddling vl. sb. 

161r CortGr., Cadelé, -ée, cockered, pampered, fedled, 
cherished. /d7d., Mignotise, a dandling, fedling, cockering. 

Feddom, obs. form of FarHom. 

Fede, var. of Fabr a.!, and Frup sé.1, enmity. 

Feder, obs. form of FATHER, FEATHER. 

Federacy (fedérasi), [f. late L. faderatus 
FEDERATE A/V. a., after CONFEDERACY ; see -ACY.] 

1, The state of being joined by a treaty; an 
instance of this, an alliance. vavre. 

1647 Warp Simp. Cobler 32 Forreigne federacies, 1692- 
1732 in Cotes, 1855 SINGLETON ee II, 240 Dardania’s 
chosen chiefs Have come entreating fed’racy of arms. 

2. A body of federated states ; = CONFEDERACY 3. 

1803 Edin. Rev. I. 354 To render Europe a united whole 
within itself,.a great federacy. 1862 BroucuamM B77t.Const. iv. 
58 The central government ina Federacy is of necessity feeble. 


[f Fecunp + 





16x11 — Cyd, 1. ii. 2t Art thou a Foedarie - 


FEDERALISM. 


Federal (fe'déral), a. andsd. Also 7-8 foederal. 
[a. F. fédéral, f. L. type *faderal-ts, f. fader-, 
jedus covenant (:—pre-Lat. *thotdhes-) cognate 
with fides Fairu.] A. adj. 

1. +a. gen. Of or pertaining to a covenant, 


compact, or treaty. Obs, 

1660 STILLINGFL. /7e7. 1. iv. (1662) 91 The sprinkling of 
the blood which was the main thing intended here as a 
foederal rite. 170r Grew Cosi. Sacra i. iv. 113 ‘The 
Romans compell’d them .. contrary to all Feederal Right 
and Justice..to part with Sardinia. 1789 G. Wuite Sedborne 
(1853) 336 Not so the sage: inspired with pious awe He 
hails the federal arch, 1825 T. JEFFERSON Axtobiog. Wks. 
1859 I. 15 Our connection had been federal only, and was 
now dissolved by the commencement of hostilities. 

b. spec. (Theol.) Pertaining to or based upon the 
Covenant of Works, or Covenant of Grace, Also, 
Constituting or expressing a covenant entered into 
by an individual with God, See Covenant sé. 8. 

Federal theology: the system based on the doctrine of 
covenants made by God with Adam as representing man- 
kind, and with Christ as representing the Church. Federal 
head :=covenant-head (Covenant sé. 10 b), applied to Adam 
and Christ. 

1645 Ussuer Body Div. (1647) 418 There is a foederall 
sanctity, or externall and visible holinesse at least in children 
of believing parents. 1649 Jer. Taytor Gt. E-remp. u. viii. 
71 Our restitution and accesse to the first foederall condition. 
1673 True Worsh. God 30 The Sacrament of Christs Body 
and Blood .. being a Federal Banquet, 1737 WATERLAND 
Eucharist 424 The Service of the Holy Communion carries 
in it something of a federal Nature, is a kind of covenanting 
or stipulating Act. a@1800 Cowper On Milton's P. L. Wks. 
1837 XV. 339 Christ becomes the foederal head of his church, 
1878 Excycl. Brit. (ed. 9) VI. 91 As one of the leading ex- 
ponents of ‘federal’ theology, he [Cocceius] spiritualized 
the Hebrew Scriptures to Bake an extent that [etc.]. 

2. Of or pertaining to, or of the nature of, that 
form of government in which two or more states 
constitute a political unity while remaining more 
or less independent with regard to their internal 
affairs. 

This sense arises from the contextual meaning of phrases 
like federal union, in which the adj. was originally used in 
sense Ta. 

[1707 Seton Sf. 22 Sc. Parlt. in Parl. Hist. V1. App. 142 
Sweden and Denmark were united by a foederal compact 
under one monarch.] 1777 Ropertson Hist. Amer, (1783) 
II. 197 The celebrated league, that united the Five Nations 
in Canada into a federal republic. 1787 J. Bartow Ovation 
4 July 8 The establishment of a permanent foederal system. 
1832 Lewis Use § Ad. Pol. Terms x. 88 A federal govern- 
ment is when an union is formed between several States. 
1837 CaLHoun ks, III. 166 The party who believed that 
this wasa Federal Republic. 1851 Hr. Martineau Hist. Peace 
(1877) IIL. v. xii. 449 The scheme of constituting a federal 
union of the British North American provinces. 1874 StuBBS 
Const. Hist. (1875) I, ii. 26 There was not..any federal bond 
among the several tribes, : 

b. Of or pertaining to the political unity so con- 
stituted, as distinguished from the separate states 
composing it, 

1789 T. Jerrerson Writ. (1859) 11. 576 They have passed 
a bill rendering every person holding any federal office in- 
capable of holding at the same time any State office. 1796 
Wasuincton Let, Writings 1892 XIII. 342 One or other of 
the proprietors in the Federal City. 1844 THIRLWALL Greece 
VIII. Ixi. 83 The federal sovereignty resided in the general 
assembly. 1876 MatHEews Coinage xxi. 198 It was not until 
several years after the declaration of Independence (1776) 
that a Federal coinage was issued. 1891 Speaker 11 fey 
36/1 Into both federal and cantonal legislation the Refe- 
rendum has been introduced. 

3. U.S. Hist. a, Favouring the establishment of 
a strong federal, i.e. central government. 

1788 Lond. Mag. 21 [The people of Massachusetts] for- 
ward in promoting the foederal interest, 1789 TI. JEFFER- 
son Writ. (1859) II. 376 Everywhere the elections are 
federal, 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 587 Marylanders... 
are in general very federal. 1839 CaLnoun Ws. II. 391 
He iain is the .. impersonation of the national or 
Federal School..as Jefferson is of the State Rights Re- 
publican School. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commu. II. ut. iii. 
332 The disappearance of the Federal party between 1815 
and 1820 left the Republicans masters of the field, 

b. In the American Civil War of 1861-65: Of 
or pertaining to the Northern or Union party, or 
its supporters, troops, etc. 

1861 O. W, Hoitmes Pages fr. Old Vol. Life (1891) 2 
A sad disaster to the Federal army. 1863 Dicry Federal 
S¢#. 11, 241 The stories of the barbarities and cruelties 
inflicted by the Confederates on Federal prisoners. 1878 
N, Amer, Rev. CXXVI. 258 A loud Federal cheer was 
heard, proving Jackson to be hard pressed, . 

United in a league, allied, confederated. vare. 

1867 J. B. Roser tr. Virgil's dineid 105 No fleet of mine 
was federal ‘gainst Troy. 

B. sb. Chiefly f/. One on the side of the Union 
in the American Civil War of 1861-65; es. a 
soldier in the Northern army. 

1870 A. H. Sterurns Hist. War betw. States I. xxiii. 
582 I'wo grand campaigns were now again clearly developed 
by the Federals. 1871 Sir S. Nortucore. Life, Lett, & 
Diaries (1890) I. 38 Timidly putting in a_plea for a few 
flowers to two or three graves of Federals also, 

Federalism (fe'déraliz’m). [ad. F.fédéralisme, 
f. fédéral: see FEDERAL and -1sM.] ‘The federal 
principle or system of political organization (see 
FEDERAL @, 2 a); advocacy of this principle, In 
U.S. Hést. the principles of the Federal party: see 
FEDERAL 3 a, 


FEDERALIST. 


1793 Burke Policy of Allies Wks. VII. 133 We see every 
man that the jacobins chuse to apprehend..conveyed to 
prison. . whether he is suspected of royalism, or federalism, 
moderantism, democracy royal, or [etc.]. 1804 SouTHEY in 
Ann. Rev. IL. 207 Federalism would have been too loose 
atie. 1843 WHITTIER Democr. § Slavery Prose Wks. 1889 
II{I. 112 State after state revolted from the ranks of 
federalism, 1844 Sir J, Granam in Croker Papers (1884) 
III, xxiii. 20 In Ireland .. Federalism .. with growing dis- 
content, is gaining ground. 1876 H.C. Lopce in NV. Amer, 
Rev, CXXIII, 116 The chapter on ‘The Treasury and 
Federalism '. 

Federalist (fe-déralist), sb. [ad. F. fedéraliste : 
see FEDERAL and -187.] 

1. One who advocates or supports federalism or 
federal union. 

1792 Explan. New Terms in Ann. Reg. p. xv, Federalists, 
or friends to a federal union; such as that .. among the 
United States of America, 1794 Burke Pref. Brissot's 
Addr. Wks. VII. 318 The Girondin faction on this account 
received also the name of federalists. 1851 GALLENGA 
Italy 11. xii. 436 The federalists in Switzerland have only 
yesterday baffled both those evil powers. 1863 FAawceTT 
Pol. Econ. i. x. (1876) 275 The federalists say that if all the 

roductive societies are in direct connection with the Central 

holesale Society a [etc.]. 


2. U.S. Hist. A member or supporter of the 


Federal party. See FEDERAL a. 3. 

1787 Mapison in Federalist No. 10 Cherishing the spirit 
and supporting the character of Federalists. 1837 Hr. 
Martineau Soc. Amer. II. 30 The federalists are the great 

atrons of commerce. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw, I. m1. 
iii, 325 The advocates of a central national authority had 
begun to receive the name of Federalists. 

3. attrib. 

18or W. Dupré Neolog. Fr. Dict. 117 Federalist motions 
and intrigues, 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 289 The 
federalist merchants and lawyers consider the clergy so 
little fit for common affairs as to call them a set of people 
between men and women. 1876 NV, Amer. Rev. July 130 
The Federalist party was a very remarkable political organ- 
ization. 

Hence Federali‘stic @., inclined to federalism. 

1862 Parthenon 26 July 398 Before 1848, Italy was more 
‘federalistic’ than unitarist. 

Federalization (fe:déraloizzi-fon). [f. next + 
-ATION.] The action of federalizing or the state 
of being federalized, 

1864 in Worcester (citing Stites), 1885 Pal? Mall G. 
29 June 12/2 This advantage they will gain by the federal- 
ization of the fleet. 1890 Spectator 2 Aug., Obviously the 
people of San Salvador do not desire federalisation. 

Federalize (fe-déralaiz), v. [f. FEDERAL a. + 
-1ZE.] a. ¢vans. To make federal, unite in federal 
union. b. To decentralize; to take from the 
central authority and hand over to federal bodies 
in the state, or to federal states in a union, 

18or W. Dupré Neolog. Fr. Dict. 116 Fédéraliser, to 
federalize ; to form confederacies, or factions, as that of the 
Brissotines, or Girondistes, 1847 CraiG, Federalize, to 
unite in compact, as different states; to confederate for 
political purposes. 1885 Pa/d Mall G. 29 June 12/1 Advice 
which may be condensed into one short sentence—Federalize 
the fleet. 1885 Manch. Exam. 6 July 5/2 We are asked to 
federalise our institutions. 1889 Times 30 Oct. 8/2 He was 
oe likely to suppose that we could federalize a part of a 
realm. 

Hence Fe:deralized, Fe‘deralizing Af/. aids. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 4 Apr. 11/2 He established in Australia 
300 federalized branches of the National League. 1889 
Spectator g Nov. 627/2 The federalising revolution even 
Mr. Morley himself ridicules, 

Federally (fe-dérali), adv. [f. FEDERAL a. + 
-LY 2,] In a federal manner. a. Theol. On the 
basis or faith of a covenant, b. After the manner 
of a federation. 

1644-5 in Scobell Acts § Ord. 1. (1658) 83 They are 
Christians and foederally holy before Baptism. 1692 BurRNET 
Past, Care viii. 94 A share in all which is there Federally 
offered to us. @1703 Burxitr Ox N. 7. Matt. xxii. 33 
Their souls are yet alive, foedrally alive unto God. 1843 
J. Martineau Chr, Life (1867) 142 A company of nations, 
federally bound of God. 

+ Federalness (fe-dérilnés). Obs. rare. [f. as 
prec. +-NESS.] The state of being federal ; federal 
character. 1727 in Baitey vol. IT. 

Federarie: see FEDARIE, Ods. 

Federate (fe'dérét), a. and sd, [ad. L. federat- 
us, pa. pple. of federdre: see next.] 

A. adj. Federated, confederate, allied, in league, 

1710 SHAFTESB. Adv, to Author i. § 2. 83 Those compos’d 
of federate Tribes, or mix’t Colonys. 1766 WarpurTon A/- 
fiance betw. Church § State u, iil, (ed. 4) 194 In a federate 
Alliance, the two Societies still subsist intire. 1808 G. 
Epwarps Pract. Plan i. 3 The possibility of the maritime 
superiority of France, and her federate powers. 1855 
Sincteton Virgil II. 427[Me,] who have followed Trojans’ 
fed'rate arms. 1885 Pal/ Mall G. 28 Oct. 2/1 There may 
.-be the greatest inequality between the federate States, 

B. sd, 1. One of the parties to a covenant. 

1671 Fravet Fount. Life iii. 6 Redemption. .differs from 
the Covenant of Grace. .in regard of the Federates. 

2. French Hist. Used as a translation of Fr. 
Jédéré. &. A member of one of the armed associa- 
tions formed during the first French Revolution, 
or during the Hundred Days in 1815, or a member 
of the Commune in 1871. b. A deputy to the 
Féte of the Federation, July 14, 1790. 

1792 Hist. in Ann. Reg. 49 They invited armed federates, 
as they were called, in July 1791, to Paris. 1837 CARLYLE 
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Fr, Rev. 1. 1. xi, From all points of the compass, Federates 
are arriving. 1871 Echo 12 Apr. 3 It seems to me that the 
Government of Versailles has all along taken a wrong esti- 
mate ofthe federates of the Commune. 


Federate (fe'dére't), v. [f. L. federat- ppl. 
stem of faderare, f. fader-, fudus: see FEDERAL.] 
a. intr. To enter into a league for a common 
object.. b. “vans. To band together as a league ; 
to organize on a federal basis. 

1837 CarLyLe fy. Rev. u. 1. viii, Thus, at Lyons .. we 


-behold as many as fifty, or. .sixty thousand, met to federate. 


1884 Pall Mall G. 22 Nov. 1/2 We shall be compelled to 
grant Home Rule, and Home Rule will drive us irresistibly 
to federate the empire. 1884 J. Douctas in 19/2 Cen?, 
Dec. 854 A strong recommendation to federate, which came 
from a Royal Commission.. at Melbourne. 1885 Lowe 
Bismarck U1, 162 Did the Chancellor himself, too, dream of 
federating the Continent against England ? 

Hence Federated ///. a.; Fe'derating p//. a. 

1814 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. XII. 43 To hold them 
as dependent or federated states rather than as colonies. 
1883 W. WestcartH in Pall Mall G. 22 Oct. 2/1 Although 
annexation is refused to Queensland, to a federated Austral- 
asia it would be allowed. 1885 /é7d. 10 Jan, 1/2 The 
mutual consent of the federating communities. 


Federation (fedéréi-fon). [a. F. fédévation, 
ad. L. faderation-em, n. of action f. federidre: see 
FEDERATE v. and -ATION.] 

1. The action of federating or uniting in a league 
or covenant. Now chiefly sfec. the formation of a 
political unity out of a number of separate states, 
provinces, or colonies, so that each retains the 
management of its internal affairs; a similar pro- 
cess applied to a number of separate societies, etc. 

1721-1800 Battey, Federation, a Covenanting. 1867 
FREEMAN Wor, Cong. (1876) I. iii. 98 There must have 
been, if not centralization, at any rate something like 
federation, 1888 Sir C, G. Durry in Contemp. Rev. Jan, 
27 If federation of the colonies be partly accomplished. 

b. Federation of the (British) Empire, Imperial 
Federation ; a proposed readjustment of the rela- 
tions between the various parts of the empire, by 
which the colonies would share with the mother 
country the control and the cost of all measures 
taken for the safety and well-being of the empire 


as a whole. 

1885 Mra. Lorne (¢7¢/e), Imperial Federation. 1886 PadZ 
Mall G. 16 June 11/1 A paper was read by Sir George F. 
Bowen on ‘The Federation of the British Empire’.. He 
adopted Mr. Forster's definition of..Imperial Federation— 
viz., such a union of the mother country with her colonies 
as would keep the British Empire one State in relation to 
other States, through the agency of an organisation for 
common defence, and a joint foreign policy, 

2. A society or league formed for joint action or 
mutual support; now chiefly, a body formed by a 
number of separate states, societies, etc., each re- 
taining control of its own internal affairs. 

Now often in names of political societies and trade-unions, 
as, the Miners’ Federation, the National Liberal Federation, 
the Social Democratic Federation, the Shipping Federation. 

179t Burke App. Whigs Wks. VI. 126 Is he obliged .. to 
keep any terms with those clubs and federations? 1855 
Macautay Hist, Eng. xix. 325 The Batavian federation. 
1859 Hers /riends in C. Ser. 1. I. Addr. to Rdr. 5 There 
would be a federation amongst the sensible..people. 186 
M. Pattison £ss, (1889) I. 40 All this was in the century 
preceding the formation of the Hanseatic federation. 1865 
H. Kinestey Hillyars § Burtons \xii, The Australian 
Federation. .need not despair of finding a casus belli among 
themselves. 1892 Daily News 14 Mar. 5/8 In Durham the 
Federation means the union of the Durham collieries. 

3. attrib. 

1837 CartyLe /y, Rev. u. iv. ix, Our sublime Federation 
Field is wetted... with French blood. 1893 West. Gaz. 
8 Apr. 5/2 At an evening meeting Shipping Federation cards 
and books..were burnt, 

Hence Federa‘tionist, an advocate of federation. 

1865 Pall Mall G. 27 Apr. 5 The object of the Federa- 
tionists. 1887 Athenzum 28 May 703/1 The federationist 
leaves this problem ‘ outside the discussion’, 


Federatist (fedératist), [f. FEDERATE v, + 
-IST.] = FEDERATIONIST. 
1884 J. Douctas in 19¢h Cext. Dec. 853 The Imperial 


Federatists, 
Federative (fedérétiv), a. [f. L. federdt- 


(see FEDERATE v.) +-IVE. Cf. F. fédératzf, -zve.] 
+1, Of or pertaining to the formation of a cove- 


nant, league, or alliance. Ods. exc. //7s¢. 

1690 Locke Govt, 11. § 146 This [power] contains the Power 
of.. Leagues and Alliances..and may be called Federative. 
1790 Burke #7, Rev, 227 The power to which our constitu- 
tion has exclusively delegated the federative capacity of 
this kingdom, 1874 Green Short Hist. ix. § 9 (1876) 697 
The Scotch proposals of a federative rather than a legis- 
lative union were set aside. 

2. Of or pertaining to a federation; forming part 
of a federation ; of the nature of a federation. 

1781 Gipson Decl, & F. xx. (1828) VIII. 395 A vast.. 
idea of uniting Italy in a great foederative republic, 1825 
T. Jerrerson A xtobiog, Wks. 1859 I. 78 Our first essay, in 
America, to establish a federative government had fallen .. 
very short of its object. 1846 Grote Greece 1. iv. II. 430 
Argos, with the federative cities attached to her. 1851 
Gattenca Jtaly 39 This federative work developes .. diffi- 
culties. 

3. Inclined to form federations. 

1885 Ei. C. Srepman in Century Mag. XX1X. 506 The 
numberless corporations of the federative Saxon race, 1886 





FER. 


Blackw. Mag. CKXXIX. 582 They acquire ..a sort of 
clannish and federative spirit. 

Hence Fe'deratively adv, 

1823 Sourney Hist. Penins. War 1. 51 All the inferior 
powers..had contracted..federatively and individually, an 
alliance with the Emperor Napoleon, 1851 Sir F. PALGRAVE 
Norm. & Eng. 1.8 The authorities and tribunals federa- 
tively combined in our political constitution, 1854 St. ANDRE 
Land of Refuge 55 Any established body not federatively 
constituted, 

+ Federatory, a. Ods. rare—'. 
+-ORY.] =FEDERATIVE I. 

1692 Covt. Grace Conditional 56 When God for his part 
performs the federatory action. 

+Federed, p//. a. Obs. rare—'. [ad. L, 
Jederatus : see FEDERATE a. and -ED1.] Allied 
or leagued together. 

1382 Wyc.iir Prov. xvii.g Who with an other sermoun 
reherceth, seuereth the federed. . 

Federo-, used by Jefferson as combining form 
of FEDERAL: see quots. 

1786 T. Jerrerson Wit. (1859) II. 12, I had applied that 
[appellation] of Federo Americans to our citizens. 1804 
Ibid. (1830) IV. 16 A bastard system of federo-republicanism 
[i. e. a mixture of Federalist and Republican principles]. 

+ Fedifra‘ction. Ods. ,arve—'. [as if ad. L. 
*fadifraction-em, f. fadus compact + -fractionem 
a breaking. Cf. next.] Breach of covenant. 

1650 B. Discollimininm 45, 1.. shall be allowed the full 
benefit of all the .. plenipotentialities and fedifractions that 
T..can devise. . 

+ Fedi‘fragous, a. Ods. [f. L. fedifrag-us 
(f. foedus compact + root of frangére to break) + 
-ous.] Compact-breaking, faithless, perfidious. 

1600 Anp. Asnotr Exp. Yonah 359 Perfidious, and fedi- 
fragous, and barbarous Princes. Ss 


[f. as prec. 


1651 C. Love's Case 53 
Such desultory and fedifragous practices. 

absol, 1632 Vicars tr. Virgil's Aineid xu. 384 Jove.. whose 
thunders great Do truces tie, fright the fedifragous. 

Fedill, earlier form of FRDDLE sd, Obs. 

+ Fe-ding. Obs. rare. 

1506 Ord. Chr. Men (W. de Worde) I. iii. 33, I the com- 
mande .. acursed spyryte fedynge [sfi7z¢us t7nmunde] that 
thou go thy wayes. 1551 Gray’s NV. Y. Gift in Furnivall 
Ball. fr. MSS. 1. 419 They clerelye deface vs with theire 
popishe fedynges [77e-zud. proceedynges]. 

+Fedity. Oss. Also 6 feditee, 7 foedity. 
[ad. L. faditat-em, f. fedus foul: see -1TY.] 

1. Foulness, impurity, loathsomeness, whether 
moral or physical. 

1542 Upat in Let, Lit. Men (Camden) 6 Xenocrates.. 
began sumwhat to declare of the feditee of riot and 
drunkeness, a1619 Fotuersy A theom. 1. xi. § 4 (1622) 116 
All these delicacies..when they come into the belly, they 
are wrapt vp together, in one and the same foedity. 1649 
Br. Hatt Cases Conse. 1v. x. (1654) 375 The foedity and un- 
naturalness of the match. a 1656 Ussner Amz. (1658) 342 
Being conscious..of the feditie of his own desire. 1657 
Tomuinson Reno's Disp. 186 The..fedity of the skin. 
1721-1800 in BAILEY. | ’ 

2. f/. Foul or disgusting practices. 

1539 Latimer Sern. §& Rem. (1845) 417 When comperites 
doth shew what fedities doth grow. 1640 Br. Hatt “frsc. 
1. ii, g All the superstitions and fcedities of the Romish 
Religion. 1675 J. Smitx Chr. Relig. Appeal 11. 23 Charging 
them. .with the devouring of their own Children. .and many 
other fedities. 1755 G. Lavincron Moravians compared 
65 Some Fedities common amongst the Gnosticks, not fit to 
be named. 

Fedme, fepme, obs. forms of FatHom. 

Fedylle, obs. form of FIDDLE. 

+ Fee, 50.1 Obs. Forms: 1 fioh, f€é0, 1-3 feoh, 
3-4 feo, 3 south. veo, 2-3 feh, 2 Orm. fehh, 2-6 
fe, (3 fei, feih), 5-7 fie, (6 Sc. fye), 3-7 fee. 
[Common Teut. and Aryan: OE. feoh, fioh, feo, 


str. neut., corresp. to OFris. fia, OS. fehu cattle, 


property (Du. vee cattle), OHG. fA, fehu cattle, 
property, money (MHG. wzhe, vehe, and mod.Ger. 
vieh has only the sense cattle), ON. fé cattle, pro- 
perty, money (Da. /w cattle, beast, Sw. /a@ beast), 
Goth. fathu property, money :—OTeut. */ehu:— 
OAryan */éhu-, whence also Skr. fag masc., L. 
pect neut. cattle (cf. L. Zeciinza money).] 

1. Live stock, cattle, whether large or small. 
Wild fee: deer. 

cgoo K, Atrrep Laws xlii, Gif be becume odres monnes 
ziemeleas fioh on hand .. zecyde hit him. a@ 1000 Salomon 
& Sat. 23 (Gr.) Feoh butan zewitte. c12z50 Gen. § Ex. 783 
Do sente he after abram..And gaf him lond, and a3te, and 
fe. a@1300 Cursor M. 1059 (Cott.) Pis abel was a hird for 
fee. 1375 Barsour Bruce x. 151 Ane That husband ves, 
and vith his fee Oftsis hay to the peill led he. c14g50 
Henryson Mor. Fab, 80 The keiper of the fie For verie 
woe woxe wanner nor the weid, ?a1500 7rve Thomas 67 
in Jamieson Pof. Ballads II. 15, I ride after the wilde fee ; 
My raches rennen at my devys. 1535 STEWART Cron. Scot. 
ILI. 343 Distroyit war all bowis, flokis and fie. 

2. Movable property in general; goods, posses- 


sions, wealth. 

c 888 K. ALFRED Boeth. xiv. § 2 Pa ungesceadwisan neo- 
tena ne wilniab nanes obres feos. c 1000 Ags. Ps. cviil. [cix.] 
1t His feoh onfon fremde handa. ¢ bit Lamb, Hom. 109 
Fe feorde unbeu is bet pe riche mon. .bihude his feh. c1z05 

Ay. 4429 Pe king him 3ette..feoh & feerde. c1275 A Lune 
Ron 70 in O. E. Misc. (2872) 95 Cesar riche of wordes feo, 
c1330 Arth. & Merl. 418 He..bad he schuld cum him to 
help And he schuld haue half his fe, c¢1460 Towmneley 
Myst. 28 Do get in oure gere, oure catalle and fe, In to this 
vesselle here, 1526 SKELTON Magny. 1993 Alasse, where is 


FEE. 


nowe my golde and fe? 1596 Drayton Legends iv. 74 
Whose labour’d Anvile only was His Fee. 

3. Money. 

Beowulf 1380 Ic pe pa feehde feo leanize. ¢870 Codex 
Aureus 5 in O. &. Texts (1885) 175 Mid uncre claene feo. 
c Beda's Eccl. Hist. wu. xiv. [xix.] (1891) 216 Fordon 
zif bu pisses monnes fea [ fecunZa] in his synnum deades ne 
onfenge, ne burne his wiite on be. c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. 
x. 9 Nebbe ze gold ne seolfer ne feoh on eowrum bigyrd- 
lum. cx1175 Lamé. Hom. gt Pa..salden heore ehte and pet 
feh bitahten pam apostles. c12z00 Ormin 15068 He sellebp 
Hali3 Gast forr fe. c12z05 Lay. 9176 He midte zt-halden 
heore feoh be Julius her fatte. a1zz5 Ancr. R. 326 Vor 
sunne is pes deofles feih pet he 3iued to gauel. a@x300 
Floriz & Bl. 25 Floriz ne let for ne feo To finden al pat 
neod beo. c 1425 Wyntoun Cron. vul. viii. 754 Corrupte 
..wyth be kyng of Inglandis Fe. 1677 Lovers Quarrel 30 
in Hazl. £. £. P. 11. 254 God give you good of your gold, 
she said, And ever God give you good of your fee. 

4. Comb. fee-house, (a) in OE., a treasury, (4) 
a cattle-shed. 

c1000 42/fric’s Voc. Sup. in Wr.-Wiilcker 184 Ararium, 
feohhus. 1483 Cath. Ang/, 125/1 A Feehouse, dostar. 

Fee (fz), 56.2. Forms: 4-5 fe, feo, fey, 6 fie, 
3- fee. P/. 3 fez, 3-4 feez, 5 fese, 5-6 feeze, 6 


feas, feis, 4- fees. See also Fru, Frup s.2, 
Fier 9d, [a. AF. fee, fie=OF. fe, fié, *fiet (app. 
implied in fez pl.), fief, fier, fix, Pr. feo, fer, fiew, 
It. fo (prob. from Fr. or Pr.; the Langobardic 
Lat. faderfium is a compound of Teut. fehzt FEE 
gb.1), med.L. feodum, feudum (fust cited by Du 
Cange from a charter of Charles the Fat, A.D. 884), 
also fevum, feum, fedium, in Sicily fegum. 

The mutual relation of the various Romanic and med.L. 
forms is somewhat obscure. According to some scholars, 
fief is avbl. sb. f. fever to grant in fee, f. 72ex, which, as 
well as the other forms of the sb., descends from /eodz2 or 
its Teut. source. The ultimate etymology is uncertain. 
prevalent view is that the word is f. OHG. /ehzu cattle, 
property, money (=F ere sé.!),+dd wealth, property. This 
must be rejected, because such an etymology could directly 
yield no other sense than that of ‘ movable property’, which 
is very remote from the sense of /eodumz as used in early 
records, viz. usufruct granted in requital of service (often 
opposed to a/od/s, originally meaning ‘inheritance’); cf. 
the synonyms, Ger. Zehen, OE. /#n (the same word as Eng. 
Joan), and L. beneficium, i.e. something granted to a sub- 
ject by the kindness of his lord. A more tenable theory is 
that the OF. #z% is an adoption of the Teut. /e47 in the 
contextual sense of ‘ wages, payment for service’; the Rom, 
word certainly had this meaning (see branch II below’, and 
it is conceivable that the feudal sense is a specific application 
of it. The d of the L. forms, fewdum, feodum, however, is 
left unexplained by this hypothesis; some regard it as a 
euphonic insertion (comparing It. chzedo nail from vulgar L. 
*clo-um from clavumz); others think that it is due to the 
analogy of allodinum; and others suppose fevduim to be a 
vbl. sb. f. feudare = feum dare; but each of these views 
involves serious difficulties. It is not impossible that two 
originally distinct words may have been confused. A con- 
jecture proposed by Prof. Kern, and approved by some 
German jurists, is that /eodm represents an OHG. */ehéd, 
related to the vb. fe4én, which is recorded only in the sense 
‘to eat, feed upon’, but is supposed on etymological grounds 
to have had the wider meaning ‘ to take for one’s enjoyment’. 
This would account fairly well for the sense, but involves 
too much hypothesis to be accepted with confidence, It is 
curious, if the word be of ‘Teut. formation, that there is no 
direct proof of its having existed in any Teut. language, 
nor is it found even in the L. text of the Frankish laws.] 

1. Feudal Law. An estate in land (in England 
always a heritable estate), held on condition of 
homage and service to a superior lord, by whom 
it is granted and in whom the ownership remains ; 
a fief, feudal benefice. + 70 ¢ake (a person’s) fee: 
to become his vassal. Now only /zs¢. 

Ecclesiastical fee (L. feodum ecclestasticum): one held 
by an ecclesiastical person or corporation, and not owing 
any but spiritual service. Awzght’s fee, lay fee: see 
Knicuat sé., Lay a. 

{xz92 Britton 1. ii. § t Plusours maneres des feez sount 
et de tenures.]_c 1330 R, BruNNE CAvon. (1810) 63 Perfor 
vnto pam tuo he gaf Griffyns feez, c¢1400 Melayne 1371 
Allas.. That ever I tuke thi fee! 1473 Warkw. Chron. 23 
A generalle resumpcion of alle lordschippes .. and feys 
grawntede be the Kynge. 1767 BLacksTone Comm, II. 
tos Feodum, or fee, is that which is held of some superior, 
on condition of rendering him service. 1836 Baines H7s¢. 
Lane. I, 204 The great fee or lordship of Pontefract was 
vested in them, 1844 WiLLiAms Real Prof. (1877) 43 The 
word fee anciently meant any estate feudally held of another 
person, 1863 H. Cox /ysézt. 1. xi. 583 [Of the Counties 
Palatine] there remain now only those of Lancaster and 
Durham, .the latter formerly an ecclesiastical fee belonging 
to the Bishop of Durham. 

b. Phrases, (As) 2 or of fee (=L. in, de feudo, 
ut in feudo): by a heritable right subject to feudal 
obligations. Now only //7s¢. Also tvansf. and fig. 

[x292z Britton 1. xxi. § 4 Autres qe il ne avoint en lour 
demeyne cum de fee.] ¢ 1330 R. Brunner Chrox. (1810) 86 
William pe Conqueror his ancestres & he Held with grete 
honour Normundie in fe Of alle kynges of France. _c1470 

Henry Wallace x. 977 Schyr Amer hecht he suld it haiff 
in hyr Till hald in fe and othir landis mo. 1491 Act 7 
Hen. VII, c. 12 § 5 That every recovery so had be as gode 
..as if the King were seised of the premises in his demesne 
as of fee, 1494 Fabyan Chron. vi, ccxvii. 236 To. .holde it 
{the lande] of hym as in fee. 1587 Gotpinc De Mornay xx. 
305 Sith we hold all things of him [God] in fee, we owe him 
fealty and homage. 1852 Miss YoncE Cameos (1877) II. v. 
57 The sovereignty of the provinces he now held in fee were 
made over to him. 

2. Common Law. An estate of inheritance in land. 


Also in phrases asintb. (A fee js cither a FEE- 
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SIMPLE or a FkE-TAIL; but zz fee is usually =‘ in 
fee-simple ’.) 

In Eng. Law theoretically identical with sense 1, all 
landed property being understood to be held feudally of the 
Crown. In the U.S. the holder of the fee is in theory as 
well as in fact the absolute owner of the land. 

1535 Srewart Cron. Scot. 11. 7oo The baronie he gaif 
To Durhame kirk in heretage and fie. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 
lt. iv. § 293. 189 It is to be vnderstood that when it is said.. 
that a man is seised in fee. .it shall be intended in fee simple. 
1764 Burn Poor Laws 184 To purchase lands in fee. 1809 
J. Marsuatt Const, Opin. (1839) 126 Peck. .covenanted that 
Georgia. .was legally the owner in fee of the land in question. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I, 160 If a woman, tenant in 
tail general, makes a feoffment in fee, and takes back an 
estate in fee. /did. VI. 265 Here the fee was expressly 
given to the trustees, 1827 Jarman Powed/'s Devises 11. 
149 An estate of which the devisor was mortgagee in fee. 
1844 WitLiAMs Real Prop, (1879) 43 A fee may now be said 
to mean an estate of inheritance. 1858 Porson Law & L. 
197 Seized in fee. 

b. fig. esp. in phrase Zo hold in fee, to hold as 
one’s absolute and rightful possession. 

@1553 Upatt Royster D. 1. iv. (Arb.) 52 One madde 
propretie these women haue in fey, When ye will, they will 
not. 1639 G. DanieL Zcclus. xxiv. 64 My flee [A.V, in- 
heritance] Is sweeter then Virgin-Combes. @ 1674 Mitton 
Sonn, xii, Which after held the sun and moon in fee. 1802 
Worpsw. On Extinction Venet. Rep., Once did she hold 
the gorgeous East in fee. 1846 TreNcH MWrac. Introd. 
(1862) 38 Powers..such rather as were evidently his own in 


fee. 1850 TENNYSON /2 AZemz. |xxix, I know thee of what. 


force thou art To hold the costliest love in fee. 


e. Base fee: see BASE a.11. Also (see quot.). 

1883 F. Potrock Land Laws 108 The curious kind of 
estate created by the conveyance in fee-simple of a tenant 
in tail not in possession, without the concurrence of the 
owners of estates preceding his own, is called a dase fee. 

d. In s.w. dialect. (See quots.) 

¢€1630 Rispon Surv. Devon § gt (1810) 87 This town con- 
sisteth of three parts, the fee, the manor, and the borough}; 
the fee is of such freeholders and gentlemen as do dwell in 
Devonshire. 1880 ]. Cornw. Gloss., ee, freehold property. 
‘Our house is fee’, 

e. Ata pin’s fee: at the value of a pin. 

1602 Suaks. //azu. 1. iv. 65, I doe not set my life at a pin’s 
fee. 1865 CartyLe /vedk. Gt, VI. xvi. x. 260 The present 
Editor does not..value the rumour at a pin’s fee. 

3. A territory held in fee; a lordship. 

{1292 Britton 11. ii. § x Qe les seignurs des. fez eyent les 
gardes de lour feez.] 1413 Lypa. Pilgr. Sowle iv, xxvi. 
(1483) 72 Vnder thy lord god as chyef lord of the fee. c1430 
Syr 7ryan. 1056, Xij fosters..that were kepars of that fee. 
15.. ddam Bel 56 in Hazl. £. P. P. U1. 162 Forty fosters 
of the fe These outlawes had y-slaw. 1741 ‘T. Robinson 
Gavelkind v. 49 The ‘Tenements within the Fee were not 
departible. 1851 Turner Dom. Archit. Il. Introd. 20 It 
{the castle] was the chief place of his honour or fee. 1869 
Lowett Svzginve Leaves 84 My lute and I are lords of 
more Than thrice this kingdom’s fee. 

tranusf. 13.. E. E, Allit. P. B. 960 Pat folk pat in pose 
fees [cities of the Plain] lenged. c¢1425 Wynroun Cron. 
vi. ii. 4g Sum hethyn man..Mycht usurpe Crystyn Feys. 

+4, a. The heritable right to an office of profit, 
granted by a superior lord and held on condition 
of fendal homage. Only in phrases 27, of, fo fee. 
b. The heritable right to a pension or revenue 
similarly granted. Obs. 

a. [1292 Britron 1. xii. §9 Et defendoms a touz ceux qi 
cleyment aver garde des prisouns en fee.] 1375 BarBour 
Bruce x1. 456 Schir robert of Keth..wes Marshall of all the 
host of fee. c¢1470 Henry Wad/ace vu. 1026 In heretage 
gaiff him office to fee Off all Straithern and schirreiff off the 
toun. 1670 Brounr Law Dict. s.v.,'The word Fee is some- 
times used .. for a perpetual r7ght incorporeal; as to have 
the keeping of Prisons..in Fee. 1700 tr. Charter of 
Edw. I, in Tyrrell Hist. Eng. 11.820 No Forester .. who 
is not a Forester in Fee. .shall take Chiminage. 

[zz92 Brirron 1.x. § 2 Une autre manere de purchaz 
est que home fet deannuel fee de deners ou de autre chose en 
fee.| 1823 Craps 7echnol. Dict., Hee ..a rent or annuity 
granted to one, and his heirs; which is a /ee Jersonad. 

+5. Homage rendered, or fealty promised, by a 
vassal to a superior. Also, employment, service. 

c1330 R, Brunne Chron, (1810) 145 Pe moneth of 
Nouembre .. com kyng William .. & per 3ald him his fee. 
1486 Certificate in Surtees Misc. (1890) 49, 1.. accept hyme 
to be of my fee and counesell. 1596 SPENSER /*. Q. VI, X. 21 
Venus Damzels, all within her fee. 

+h. Zo be at a, in fee of, to, with: to be in the 
pay or service of, under an obligation to; hence, 
to be in league with. Also, 70 have (one) in fee: 
to retain, hold in one’s service. Ods. g 

1529 S. Fisn Supplic. Beggars 8 Are not all the lerned men 
in your realme in fee with theim, 1390 Wespe 7'vav. (Arb.) 
34 Leeing then in yeerely fee to the King of Spaine. 1600 
Ho tanp Livy xxi, v. (1609) 1118 In fee as it were with him, 
in regard of many courtesies and gracious favours received 
at his hands. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 324 As if ye 
were at a fee with death and Hell. 1703 T. N. City & C. 
Purchaser 208 Some of those Bricklayers that are in Fee 
with ’em, 1756 Nucent Gr. Tour LV. 33 He will endeavour 
a carry you to his own favourite house, which has him in 

ee. 
ITI. Denoting a payment or gift. 

[This branch is commonly referred to Fre sd.!, but the 
AF. is fee, and the med. L. feodz, both in England and on 
the continent; cf. It. 770. The two sbs., however, being 
coincident in form, were certainly confused, and in many 
instances it makes no difference to the sense whether the 
word is taken as sé.! or as sd,2_ Senses 6-8 seem to have been 
influenced by branch I; sense 9 agrees with a continental 
use of feodum.] : 

+6. A tribute or offering to a superior. Obs, 











FEE. 


1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 266 This .. god .. May 
winne of me mo fees thus Than ever he wan. @ 1400-50 
Alexander 4466 Pan fall 3e flatt on be fold, with fees baim 
adoures. /ééd. 5139 Foure hundreth fellis 3it to fee. 1602 
Dekker Sattromastix Wks. 1873 1. 253 Knees Are made 
for kings, they are the subjects lees. ’ 

7. The sum which a public officer (? originally, 
one who held his office ‘in fee’: see 4 a) is autho- 
rized to demand as payment for the execution of 
his official functions. 

{1292 Britron 1. xii. § 7 Ne ja par defaute de tiel fee ne 
soit nul prisoun plus detenu.] ¢1450 2%. Curtasye 598 in 
Babees Bk. (1868) 319 Sex pons ps to feys he takes. 
1494 Nottingham Rec. 111. 279 To the Chaumberlens for 
theire fese xxvjs. viijd. 1529 Act 21 Hen. VIII, c. 5 § 6 
Any such Ordynary.. shall nat in any wyse take for the 
same above the fees lymytted by this Acte. 1546 A7Zev. 
Ripon (Surtees) III, 25 To the Auditor for his Fee xiiijs. 
iiij@. 1581 LamBarbe Liven. m1, i. (1588) 333 Two Justices 
of Peace, may license such as be delivered out of Gaoles, to 
beg for their fees. 1593 SHAKS. 2 Hen. VJ, 11. ii. 217, I should 
rob the Deaths-man of his Fee. 1609 SKENE Keg. Maz. 2 
‘The fie of the seale, ten pounds. 1680 77yal § Sent. Eliz. 
Cellier 18, lcame to pay thé Clerk of the Council his Fees... 
I was obliged to pay the Fees myself at the Council. 1 
Swirt Desc. Morning, The turnkey now his flock returning 
sees, Duly let out a-nights to steal for fees. 1817 W. SELwyn 
Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) Il. 936 The captain had paid an 
extra fee in order to procure his clearances, 1858 KINGSLEY 
Poems, Earl Haldan’s Dau, 6 The locks of six princesses 
Must be my marriage fee. 1868 FREEMAN Worm, Cong. 
(1877) II. x. 471 The greedy secular clergy refused the first 
sacrament except on payment of a fee. 

b. Extended to denote the remuneration paid or 
due to a lawyer, a physician, or (in recent use) any 
professional man, a director of a public company, 
etc. for an occasional service. 

1583 Stusses Anat. Adus. 11. (1882) 16 The lawiers I would 
wish to take lesse fees of their clients. 1644 Mitton duc. 
Wks. (1847) 99/1 Litigious terms, fat contentions, and flow- 
ing fees. 1653 CuLreprErR Xiverius Epigram, Who spend 
Their Life in Visits, and whose Labors end In taking Fees. 
1727-38 Gay /adbles u, ix. 2t The fee gives eloquence its 
spirit. 1791 BosweLt Fohnson an. 1784 (1847) 800/2 Physicians 
. generously attended him without accepting any fees, 1802 
Mar. Epcewortu AJoral T.(1816) 1. vi. 34 What fee, doctor 
. shall I give you for saving his life? 1863 P. Barry Dock- 
yard Econ, 48 Few of them [Lawyers] are proof against a 
fee. 1856 Emerson Eng. Trai/s, Voy. Eng. Wks. II. 11 
The remuneration [for public lectures] was equivalent to the 
fees at that time paid in this country for the like services. 

e. The sum paid for admission to an examina- 
tion, a society, etc. ; or for entrance to a public 
building. Also, admisston-, court, entrance-fee. 

1389 in Eng. Grlds (1870) 88 He schal..payen his fees and 
sythyn for hys entres, 1891 Cambridge Univ. Calendar 22 
A fee of £2 2s. is paid to the Common Chest by every 
student on each admission to a Special Examination. 1893 
Oxford Univ, Calendar 30 University Museum, Open .. 
to visitors (without fee) from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. ; 

d. Terminal payments for instruction at school. 

1616 R.C. Times’ Whistle iv. 1428 For duble fees A dunce 
may turne a Doctour. 1841 W. Spatpine /taly § Jt. Js/. 
III. 358 Private schools are taught, for small fees, by .. 
priests. 1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. 1. 467 In 1746 the 
council [of Kirkcaldy] enact that the fees shall be paid 
quarterly. i ‘ 

+8. A perquisite allowed to an officer or servant 
(esp. a forester, a cook or scullion). Fee of a 
bullock: see quot. 1730. Obs. 

c 1386 CHaucer Avx?.’s 7. 945 Thus hath here lord .. hem 
payed Here wages and here fees for here servise. 1474 
flouseh. Ord. 32 The larders hath to theire fees the neckes 
of mutton twoe fingers ‘from the heade. [a 1490 Boronrr 
Ztin. (Nasmith 1778) 371 Et ipse emebat de cocis lez feez.] 
1486 Dk. St. Albans Fiva, The Right shulder .. Yeueth to 
the foster for that is his fee. 1557 Order of Hosfitalls 
H ij b, The Butler. . You shall have no manner of Fees, but 
your ordinarie wages. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Sere Tim. 
831/2 The ofscouringes or fees of the kitchen, 1593 SHaKs: 
3 Hen. VI, wi. i. 23, I, heere’s a Deere, whose skins a 
Keepers Fee. 1603 KNoLiEs //7st. Turks (1621) 833 Certain 
young men.. snatcht it [food] hastily up as their fees, and 
like greedie Harpies ravened it downe ina moment. 1730-6 
Baitey (folio), Te Mee of a Bullock, the bones of a bullocks 
thighs and shoulders, having the meat cut off (but not clean) 
for salting for victualling ships. 

b. A warrior’s share of spoil; a dog’s share of 
the game. Odés. ; ee: 

c 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 1622 He com gayn, His feez, per 
for to fonge. 14.. Venery de Twety in Rel. Ant. 1. 153 
The houndes shal be rewardid with the nekke and with the 
bewellis, with the fee. 1616 Surri, & Markxu. Conetry 
Farme 697 The hare being killed, it will be good to giue 
the dogs their fees, the better to incourage them. © i 

transf. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s [ron Age 101 The 
Clergy hath ever served as Fee, or prey to the seditious. ~ 

+e. Any allotted portion. Ods. 

1573 Tusser //usé, (1878) 73 Giue sheepe to their fees the 


*mistle of trees, 07d. 78 In pruning and trimming all maner 


of trees, reserue to ech cattel their properly fees. 1633 G. 
Hersert Temple, Discharge v, Onely the present is thy 
part and fee. 1642 H. More Song of Soud 1. 1. xiii, There 
Psyche's feet impart a smaller fee Of gentle warmth. 

9. A fixed salary or wage; the pay of a soldier. 
Also £7. Wages. Obs. exc. Sey or Hist. 

c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xv. 170 He that kepethe him fa 
sacred ox] hath every day grete fees. 1533 Gau Richt Vay 
(1888) 16 Thay that haldis thair seruandis feis fra thayme. 
1535 STEwART Crox. Scot. 11, 133 Men of weir that wald 
tak meit and fie, 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 149 Mr. 
Bruce..hes 40 crounes monethlie for his intertainment, and 
500 crounes of fie. 1686 G. Sruarr Yoco-Ser. Disc. 26 Ve 
shall nev'r crave twice of me The smallest Penny of your 
Fee. 1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc, (1733) II. 194 Her fee and 


FEE. 


bowntith in her lap. 1773 Erskine Just. Law Scot. ut. vi. 
§ 7. 507 Servants fees..being given that they may maintain 
themselves in a condition suitable to their service .. cannot 
be arrested. @1810 TANNAHILL Poemrs (1846) 103 For I hae 
wair'd my winter’s fee. 1878 Simpson Sch. Shaks. I. 10 
Holding the post of King’s standard-bearer, with the fee of 
six shillings and eight pence a day. 

10. +a. A prize, a reward. Oés. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 2400 The fairest of po fele shull pat fe 
haue. ¢ 1470 Henry Wadlace x1. 460, ‘I wald fayn spek with 
the’..‘Thow may for litill fe.’ a@xgqx Wyarr in To¢tedl’s 
Misc. (Arb.) 81 Chance hath .. to another geuen the fee Of 
all my losse to haue the gayn. 1596 SpENsER /. Q. IV. x. 3 
Yet is the paine thereof much greater then the fee. 1605 
Sytvester Du Bartas u. iii. u. Fathers 91 Thy God, thy 
King, thy Fee, thy Fence lam. 1633 G. Hersert Temple, 
Businesse viii, Two deaths had been thy fee. 

b. An occasional gift, a gratuity, given in re- 
cognition of services rendered. Phrase, w7thout fee 


or reward, 

@ 1592 GREENE Geo.-a-Greene Wks. (Rtldg.) 267/1 Fetch me 
A stand of ale..this is for a fee to welcome Robin Hood. 
1768 Foote Devil on 2 Sticks 11, It is a part of the world 
where a fee is never refused. 1832 W. Irvinc Alhambra 
II. 90 ‘ God forbid’, said he, ‘that I should ask fee or reward 
for doing acommon act of humanity’. 1863 HawrHorNne Our 
Old Homie (1884) 145 The attendants..expect fees on their 
own private account. 1873 Tristram Moab xv. 291 The 
not unacceptable fee of a kid-skin of fresh butter. 


+c. In bad sense: A bribe. Ods. 

1549 CoverDALE Lrasm. Par. 2 Pet. ii. 15 Being corrupt 
with wicked fee, 1595 Suaks, Yohn 1. i. 170 Drawes those 
heauen-mouing pearles from his poor eies Which heauen 
shall take in nature of a fee. c 1643 Micron Sonn., To Lady 
Marg. Ley, Unstain’d with gold or fee. 

TIT. attrz. and Comdé. 

11. General relations (in senses 7-10). a. attrib., 
as fee-system, -table, -theatre. wb. objective, as fee- 
seeker ; fee-catching vbl.sb. ; fee-checking, -gather- 
ing (also vbl. sh.), -paying, -ytelding adjs. ¢. in- 
strumental, as fee-fed adj. 

1810 BenTHAM Packing vii. (1821) 184 A mere pretence 
for *fee-catching. /ézd.187 So “fee-checking an innovation. 
1808 —. Sc. Reform 71 *Fee-fed lawyerS always excepted. 
Ibid. 9 The Technical or *Fee-gathering system. 1828 
Edin. Rev. XLVILI. 468 Fee-gathering is the real founda- 
tion on which the laws of England have been framed ! 
1832 Austin Yurispr. (1879) II. xxxix. 703 The profession 
would not be merely venal and fee-gathering. 1893 Daily 
News 12 July 5/1 *Fee-paying schools. 1890 did. 7 June 
2/1 Lawyers and other *fee-seekers. 1891 /did. 23 Nov. 2/1 
The *fee system seems to me one of the most outrageous 
and indefensible. 1812 J. Quincy in Life 244 If..we..mete 
out contributions for national safety by our *fee-tables, 1808 
Bentuam Sc, Reform 8 Sale of a *fee-yielding office. 

12. Special comb. + fee-buck, ?a buck received 
as a perquisite; fee-estate (see quot.); fee- 
expectant: see EXPECTANT a.3; + fee-Gloucester, 
a Cornish tenure; fee-fund (see quot.); + fee- 
grief, a grief that has a particular owner; fee- 
liege (see L1nGE) ; + fee-Morton, a Cornish tenure 
(cf. fee-Gloucester) ; + fee-penny, an earnest of a 
bargain; + fee-pie (in humorous phrase /o eat fee 
pie, 2? to receive bribes); fee-royal (see Royat). 
Also FrE-FARM, FEE-SIMPLE, FEE-TAIL. 

«1643 W. Cartwricut Szege iv. ii, You.. Put of your 
Mercer with your *Fee-buck for That season. 1775 Asn, 
* Fve-estate, lands or tenements for which some service . . is 
paid to the chief lord. 165: tr. Av/chin’s ¥urisdictions 
(ed, 2) 301 If it [land in frank-marriage] were given to them 
in taile to have to them and their heirs, they have taile and 
*fee expectant. 1861 W. Bett Dict, Law Scot., *Fee-fund 
..the dues of Court payable on the tabling of summonses. . 
etc., out of which the. .officers of the Court are paid. 1602 
Carew Cornwall 38b, They pay in most places onely fee- 
Morton releefes which is after fiue markes the whole Knights 

e..whereas that of *fee-Gloucester is fiue pound. 1605 
Suaks, JZacé, tv. iii. 196 Is it a *Fee-griefe Due to some 
single brest? 1698 G. Rrpatu (¢/#Ze) Sir T. Craig’s Scot- 
land's Soveraignty Asserted .. against those who maintain 
that Scotland is a Feu, or *Fee-Liege of England. 1602 
Carew Cornwall 38 b,* Fee-Morton. .so called of John Earle 
first of Morton. 1552 T. GrEsHAM in Strype Zcc/, AZem. 11. 
App. C. 147 When the Kings Majesties father did first begin 
.. to take up mony upon interest .. he took his *feepeny in 
merchandize. a@1640 Day Peregr. Schoé. (1881) 72 Saieing 
he was a wise Justice to eate *fee-pie with his clarke. 1483 
Caxton Gold, Leg. 145/2 He gaf to them..the *fee ryall of 
that buscage. 

+ Fee, sb.3 Obs. Also 5 fey. [a. OF. fee, feze 
(F. foze).] The liver. 

14.. Noble Bk. Cookry (1882) 96 Tak and dight the pouche 
and the fee of a pik. c1450 7Tzwo Cookery-bks. (1888) 101 
Kepe the fey or the lyuer, and kutte awey the gall. 

Fee (fz), v.1 Also Sc. 4-6 fey, 5-6 fei, 6 fie. 
[f. Fun 90.2] 

+1. 1. trans. ? To invest with a fief; ? to grant 
as a fief. Obs,—° 

1483 Cath. Angi, 124/2 To Fee, feoffare. 

II, (From senses 7—I0 of the sb.) 

2. trans. To give a fee to. Zo fee away (nonce- 
use) ; to induce by a fee to go away. 

@1529 SKELTON Wave the Hauke 151 So the Scribe was feed. 
1601 ? Marston Pasguil § Kath, 1. 278 He that fees me 
best, speeds best. 1716 Swirt P/z//is, Suppose all parties 
now agreed, The writings drawn, the lawyer fee’d, 1803 
Med. F¥rnl. YX. 62 The Governor and a few others. .chose 
to fee us for attendance in their respective families. 1 
J. Beresrorp Miseries Hum. Life (1826) 1. xxvii, You 
cannot drive or even fee them away as they are paid for 
torturing you by some barbarians at the next door. 1859 
All Year Round No. 35, 203, I had .. feed the steward. 
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1884 Times (weekly ed.) 12 Sept. 14/2 You must fee the 
waiter when you give the order. 

absol, 1806-7 J. Berrsrorp Miseries Hum. Lwe (1826) v. 
xix, After having fee’d very high for places at Mrs. Siddon’s 
benefit. 1884 77es (weekly ed.) 12 Sept, 14/2 At the hotel 
the guest who does not fee in advance soon finds the zeal of 
the waiters fall off. 

3. To engage for a fee; Sc. to hire, employ 
(servants, etc.) ; + ¢razsf. to make use of (an occa- 
sion). 

¢1470 Henry Wallace 1x. 40 Semen he feyt and gaiff thaim 
gudlye wage. 1529 LynpEsay Compl. 39 The father of 
Fameill .. Quhilk .. Feit men to wyrk in his wyne jaird. 
a1572 Knox Hist. Ref. 1. Wks. 1846 I. 39 Greadynes of 
preastis not onlie receave false miracles, bot also thei cherise 
and fies knaiffs for that purpoise. 1598 Suaxs. Merry W. 
11, ii, 204, I haue.. fee'd euery slight occasion, that could 
but nigardly giue mee sight of her. 17or PENN in Pa. Hist. 
Soc. Mem. IX. 78 A lawyer sends me word he is offered to 
be feed against me, a@x1810 TANNAHILL Poems (1846) 12 
That day ye feed the skelpor Highland callan. 1806-7 
J. Beresrorp Miseries Hiun, Life (1826) xx1. xvi, Learning 
to box too—i, e. feeing a great raw-boned fellow to thresh 
you as long as he can stand over you. 1876 SmiLes Sc. 
Natur. viii. (ed. 4) 149 Young lads and lasses came in from 
the country to be feed, and farmers. .came in to fee them. 

+b. Ina bad sense: To bribe. Ods. 

1375 Barsour Bruce v. 485 heading, Heire the Inglis 
knycht feys a tratour. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 1. 515 
How Nathologus feyit ane Man to follow Dorus ., for to 
slay him, 1616 R. C. Times’ Whistle vi. 2537 Fee but the 
Sumner, and he shall not cite thee. 1727 Dr For Protest, 
Monast. vii, Without Feeing the Journalists or Publishers. 
c 1800 K. Wut Cli/#, Gr. 318 Should honours tempt thee, 
and should riches fee. 

4. intr. for reft. To hire oneself. 

a1810 ‘TANNAHILL Poems (1846) 17 Blythe was the time 
when he fee’d wi’ my Father, O, Happy war’ the days when 
we herded thegither, O. 1875 G. MacponaLtp Sir Gibbie 
xviii. too They would not fee to it [a situation] for any 
amount of wages, 

Fee (fz), v.2 Mining. See quot. 

1883 GresLtEy Gloss. Coal Mining, Fee, to load up the 
coal, etc., in a heading into tubs. 

Fee, var. of Fay 53.3 

+ Fee‘able, a. Obs. Also 5 feable, feble. [f. 
FEE 56,2 + -ABLE.] Subject to fees. In quots., 
That may be taken as a perquisite (see Fen sd.2 8). 

1461 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 73 When thenges byn 
of wyne and vesseals feble or perused. 1469 /di:7. 95 The 
remanent to be feable. /é7d., The panyers of sea-fisshe to 
be feeable; and their fees to be divided to the yoman 
groomes and pages. 1847-78 HaALLiweELt (citing Ha.v), 
freable, subject to fees. 


+Feebility,. Ods. rare. Ins febylyte, febylte. 
[f. FrEBLE a@.; see -d2/¢¢y, -1tY.] = FEEBLENESS. 

1413 Lypc. Piler, Sowle 1. iii. (1859) 54 By their owne 
flesshely febylyte. c1q50 Carcrave St. Kath, (E.E,T.S.) 
180/166 Pat god hymself no ping wrothe schuld be..wyth 
pi febylte. 

Feebily, obs. form of FEEBLY adv, 

Feeble ({7b'l), a. and sé, Forms: 2-6 feble, 
(4 febele), 3-5 febul(l(e, 3-6 fieble, (4 fyble, 
6 fybull), 4-6 feable, febil(1, -yl(e, 7 feoble, 
6- feeble. Compar. 3 feblore; Szperl. 4 fye- 
bleste, 6 feobleste. [a. OF. fedle, fiedle, foible 
(mod, fazble), later forms of /lezble weak :—L. 
Jicbilis that is to be wept over (cf. FLEBILE a.), f. 
Jleve to weep. Cf. Pr. feble, fible, freble, Sp. feble, 
Pg. febre, It. fevole of same origin and meaning. ] 

A. adj. 

1. Of persons or animals, their limbs or organs : 
Lacking strength, weak, infirm. Now implying an 
extreme degree of weakness, and suggesting either 
pity or contempt. Const. of, also zo with zn. 

c1175 Lamb, Hom. 47 Pa bi-com his licome swide feble. 
a 1225 Ancr, R. 276 Roh wostu hwat awileged monnes feble 
eien bet is heie iclumben? 1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 7665 pe 
deneis no mete ne founde.. & so be feblore were. c1305 
St. Christopher 216 in #, E. P. (1862) 65 pu ert wel feble to 
fizte. c 1320 Seny2 Sag. 3450 (W.) He was lene and febil of 
myght. «1340 HAmpoLE Psalter xxxvii. 15 As aran ban be 
whilk na thynge is febiler. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 311 
If the patient be maad feble wip medicyns laxativis. ¢1450 
St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 3607 He was so febill he myght no3t 
ga. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Cviij b, And this lady felt 
herself al wery and feble of the aduysyons. @1529 SKELTON 
Bouge of Court Prol. 27 His heed maye be harde, but 
feble his brayne. a@ 1533 Lp. Berners //xom liv. 182 Huon 
was mounted on his lene feble horse; 1611 BrpLe Gez. xxx. 
42 The feebler were Labans. c¢ 1630 Mitton Passion 45 
‘Though grief my feeble hands up lock. 1764 GoLpsM. 7rav, 
147 ‘The feeble heart. 1829 Hoop Lugene Aram xiv, 
A feeble man and old. 1841-4 Emerson £ss., Prudence 
Wks, (Bohn) I, 100 Bring them hand to hand, and they are 
feeble folk. : 

absol. a1228 Ancr. R, 220 Pus ure Louerd spared a 
uormest be 3unge & be feble. c1425 WyntouN Cvoz, VIII, 
xvili. g2 Rycht oft makis pe febil wycht. 1808 AZed. Frnd. 
XIX. 424 If acidity be troublesome, as o!ten happens to the 
feeble and dyspeptic. 

2, Of things: Having little strength; weak, 
frail, fragile; slight, slender, Of a fortress, etc. : 
Having little power of resistance. Ods. 

1340 Ayenb, 227 Hit is grat wonder pet hi lokeb zuich ane 
fieblene castel ase hare fyeble body. c1384 Cuaucer //, 
Fame w. 42 This were a feble fundament. 1387 TREvISA 
Higden (Rolls) 1. 235 Hem semede pat be legges were to 
feble for to bere suche an ymage. ¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
322 The firste boon in a mannes necke is bounden with 
manye feble ligaturis. ¢ 1400 MAuNDEV. (1839) vii. 80 Before 
the Chirche of the Sepulcre, is the Cytee more feble than in 











FEEBLE, 


ony other partie. ¢c1470 Henry Wallace x1, 1010 Thus 
semblyt thaiabout that febill hauld. 1540 Ac¢ 32 Hen. VIII, 
c. 18 Some houses be feble and very lyke to fall downe. 
1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. 1. 163 The Stem, too feeble for 
the freight. 1776 Wituerinc Brit, Plants (1796) II. 16 
Bunches lateral .. stem feeble. 

absol. 1393 GowER Con/. I. 24 The feble meind was with 
the strong So might it nought wel stonde long. 

b. spec. with reference to a sword. [ad. F. 
faible: see B. 4.) 

1684 R. H. School Recreat. 57 The feeble, weak or second 
Part is accounted from the Middle to the Point. 1809 
Roranp Fencing 35 The fort part of your blade against the 
feeble part of your adversary’s. 

3. Lacking intellectual or moral strength. 

¢1200 Trin. Coll, Hom. 191 He..al te-seched pat ponc 
pe was er swo fieble. 1377 Lanci, P. PZ. B. xv. 341 Wher- 
fore folke is be feblere and nou3t ferme of bilieue, a 1400-50 
Alexander 1710 He po3t him sa feble, He dressis to him in 
dedeyne..a ball..pe barne with to play. c1440 York Myst. 
xxiii, 169 3e ffebill of faithe! folke affraied. 1526 Piler. 
Perf, (W. de W. 1531) Gb, We sholde not be ignoraunt, 
feble & weyke in these .. thynges. 1639 Dx. Hamitton in 
H. Papers (Camden) 77, I shall neuer proue false or feeble. 
1692 BENTLEY Sev. 3 Oct. 29 Though we be now miserable 
and feeble, yet we aspire after eternal happiness. 1828 
CartyLe Misc, (1857) 1. 105 He was feeble and without 
volition. a 1859 Macautay Misc. Writ. (1860) II. 107 Rigid 
panels: often do for feeble minds what stays do for feeble 

odies, 

+4, Wanting in resources; ill-supplied, poor. 
Const. of. Obs. 

01314 Guy Warw. (A.) p. 448 (Ixxxiv. 10) A feble lord pou 
seruest. 1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 355 Tharfor he thoucht 
the cuntre was Febill of men. 1523 Lp. Berners Feiss. 
I, cccexlviil. 791 The Duke of Aniowe began to wax feble, 
bothe of men and of money. 

+b. Of a grant of money, a meal: Scanty. Ods. 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vu. 509 The sayd .iii. astatys or- 
deynyd amore feble money than they before hadde made. 
1562 l'urNER Baths 12a, Ye may go to a feable diner. 
c¢ 1590 GREENE Fr, Bacon ix, 246, I knew not of the friars 


feeble fare. ; P 
+5. Of inferior quality, poor, mean. Often said 


of clothing, food, dwelling, etc. Ods. 
ce1275 Lutel Soth Serm, 41 in O. E. Misc. 188 Bobe heo 
makeb feble heore bred and heore ale. c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. 
I. 15/484 Vpon a seli asse he rod: in feble clobes also. 
c 1340 Cursor M. 23100 (Trin.) For here is febul abidynge. 
1377 Lanct, P. PZ. B. xv. 343 Pe merke of pat mone is good 
ac pe metal is fieble. c14z20 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 292 And 
fewe or feble grapes in the same Have growe. ¢1470 HENRY 
Wallace vt. 452 The man kest off his febill weid off gray. 
+b. Of a period, event, etc.: Miserable, ill- 


starred, unhappy. Odés. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 6125 Febleliche he liuede al is lif, 
& deyde in feble debe. ?a1400 Chester Pd, (Shaks. Soc.) 
I. 224 In feable tyme Christe yode me froo, c1400 Destr. 
Troy 1438 Ffele folke forfaren with a ffeble ende. 

+c. In moral sense: Mean, base. Obs. 

c1250 Gen, § Ex. 1072 Wicke and feble was here 6o3t. 
c1440 Gesta Rom. xvii. 60 (Add. MS.) To fulfille her wille 
in feble dede, 


6. Wanting in energy, force, or effect. 
a. of natural agents, powers, qualities, or opera- 


tions. 

1340 Hampote Pr. Conxsc. 745 For-whi pe complection of 
ilk man Was sythen febler pan it was ban. c 1340 Cursor 
A/. 1996 (Trin.) Now is for synne & pride of man be erbe 
feblere pen hit was pan. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 221 
Pan I tastide hir pous & it was wondir feble. /é7d. 353 In 
feble men..pou muste use feble medicyns. 1595 SHAKs. 
Fohn v. iv. 35 The old, feeble, and day-wearied Sunne. 
1671 R. Bonun Wind 14 Air alone might seeme able to 
create but a very feoble and languid Wind, 1700 DrypEN 
Fables, Palamon & Arcite 1. 164 Some faint Signs of feeble 
Life appear. 1719 Lonnqn & WisE Compl. Gard. Vv. iii. 99 
We may have some feeblt Branches on them. 1794 Mrs. 
Rapcurre JZyst. Udolpho iv, Her light was yet too feeble 
to assist them. 1806 Wed. Frn/. XV. 438 A feebler action 
of the poison. 1847 James Woodman v, He has but feeble 
health, 

b. of the mind, thoughts, etc. 

1393 Lanct, P. P2. C. 11. 183 Pat feith with-oute fet ys 
febelere pan nouht. ¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xx. 92 My 
feble witte. 1535 CoVERDALE 2 Lsdras v.14 My mynde was 
feble and carefull. 1590 Suaxs. Com. Err. 1. il. 35 My 
earthie grosse conceit ; Smothred in errors, feeble, shallow, 
weake. 1651 Hoppes Leviath, ut. xxxiv. 214 My feeble 
Reason, 1836 J. Gitpert Chr. A tonent. ix. (1852) 278 ‘The 
thought of danger would possess but feeble power to resist 
temptation. : 

ce. of actions, feelings, utterances, etc. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 14849 (Fairf.) A feble counsail 3e do to 
dragh. 1393 Gower Con/. II. 318 That was a feble dede of 
armes. c¢1400 Destr. Troy 3189 When the lede hade left of 
his speche, Fele of pe folke febull it thughten. 1580 Barer 
Aly, F 348 Feeble orations made to the people, without 
spirit or life. xg9t SHaxs. Yo Gent. 1. vii. 10 A true- 
deuoted Pilgrime is not weary To measure kingdomes with 
his feeble steps. 1697 DrvpEen Virg. 42 neid vill. 621 Feeble 
are the Succours I cansend. 1738 WesLey Psalms ii. iv, 
Shall all their feeble Threats deride. 1801 Soutnry Thalaba 
1. xvii, Grief in Zeinab’s soul All other feebler feelings over- 
power’d, 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. India II. 1. v. 166 The 
brilliancy of the exploit had no feeble attractions for the 
imagination of Clive. 1840 TuirtwaLt Greece VII. 281 
A feeble attempt was made by two generals, 1862 Lp. 
Broucuam Brit. Const. xii. 164 The feeble conduct which 
lost Normandy. 1876 TrevELyAN Aacazilay II. iii. 66 He 
proceeded to reply with a feeble and partial argument. 

7. Of an effect, phenomenon, etc.: Faintly per- 
ceptible, indistinct. 

1860 TyNDALL G/ac. 1. iii. 30 The effect became more and 
more feeble, until. .it almost wholly disappeared. a Tair 
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Rec. Adv. Phys, Sc. ix. 215 The feeble bands which cross 
the comparatively dark space between the spectra, 

8. quasi-adv. = FEEBLY. 

1768-74 Tucker ZL?, Nat, (1852) I. 202 Every one’s ex- 
perience may convince him how feeble she [reason] acts 
unless [etc.]. 

9. Comb., parasynthetic, as, feeble-bodied, -eyed, 
Framed, -hearted, -minded (whence feeble-minded- 
ness), -winged. 

1774 Gotpsm, Nat. Hist, VII. viii. 180 The viper..is but 
a slow, *feeble-bodied animal. 1814 Worpsw. Lacursion 
vit. 208 Those gigantic powers .. have been compelled To 
serve the will of feeble-bodied Man. 1600 FairFAx 7asso 
v. xii. 5 Weake Cupid was too *feeble eide To strike him 
sure, 1808 Coppett Pol. Reg. XIV. 193 The law gives him 
so much power over the poor “feeble-framed creature, 1550 
Bate Image Both Ch. 1. ii. Div b, If thou be *feble harted 
saye, lorde encrease my fayth. 1836 J. H. Newman in Lyra 
A fost, (1849) 150 Ere it reach Heaven's gate, Blows frustrate 
o’er the earth thy feeble-hearted prayer. 1534 TINDALE 
1 Thess. v.14 Comforte the *feble mynded. 1892 Dazly News 
1 Mar, 3/3 The desirability of better provision being made 
for the care of ‘feeble-minded’ women. 1619 W. SCLATER 
Expos. 1 Thess. (1630) 481 The Nature of *feeble-minded- 
nesse. 1846 WorcesTER (citing E.Irvine), Feeble-Minded- 
ness. 1634 Forp P. Warbeck 1.ii, Your goodness gives 
large warrants to.. My *feeble-wing’d ambition. 


B. sb. 


+1. A feeble person. Ods. 

(Quots, 1631 and 1826 refer to K. Hen. IV, ui. ii. 179.) 

1340 Ayend. 148 Pe guode man and pe wyse berep and uor- 
berep alneway pe folesand pefiebles. [1631 1’. PowELt Tom Ald 
Trades (New Shaks. Soc.) 157 The Taylor, who. .had thrust 
himselfe in amongst the Nobilitie .. and was so discovered, 
and handled .. from hand to foot, till the Gaurd delivered 
him at the great Chamber door, and cryed, ‘ farewell, good 
feeble!’ 1826 DisraeLi Viv. Grey 1v.i, The most forcible 
of feebles.] 

+2. Weakness, feebleness. Ods. 

Only in phrase for feeble, which may be explained as 
ellipsis=‘ For feeble that one is’; the substantival character 
of the sense is thus doubtful. 

¢ 1325 Coer de L. 778 That him ne thorst yt not wyte, For 
febyl his dynt to smyte. c1400 Destr. Troy 8704 Suche a 
sorow full sodenly sanke in his hert, pat he fainted for feble, 
@ 3400-50 Alexander 4280 Ne for na febill at we fele. 

3. =FOorBuE 1. 

1678 Mrs. Benn Sir Patient Fancy 1. i, You shall find 
*em sway’d by some who have the luck to find their feables. 
1694 R. L’'Estrance Fadles cecexcevi. (ed. 6) 543 Every Man 
has his Feeble. 1823 Byron Jvan xv. xxii, Modesty’s my 
forte, And pride my feeble. 

4. Fencing. The portion of a sword from the 
middle to the point; =FOIBLE 2. 

1645 City Alarum 1 Ther’s no good fencing without know- 
ledge of the feeble of your Sword. 1776G.SempLe Buzlding 
in Water 54 Like taking a Sword in the feeble of the Point. 
1877 Blackie's Pop. Excyct. 111, 325/2 It should always be 
the care of the swordsman to receive the feeble of the 
enemy’s weapon on the forte of his own. 

Feeble ({zb’l),v. Forms: 3 febli-en, (febly), 
fieble, 4-5 febil(1, (5 -yl), 4-6 feble, (5 febel, 
febl-yn), 6 feable(n, 6-7, 9 feeble. [f. the adj. ; 
OF. had foiblir (flebir), and forbloter ( feibloier).] 

+1. intr. To become or grow feeble. Obs. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 368 Leste hore licome feblie to swude. 
1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 7785 King willam .. bigan to febli 
vaste. 1375 Barsour Bruce u. 384 On thaim! On thaim! 
thai feble fast! 1496 Dives §& Paup. (W. de W.) 1. viii. 39/r 
In token that they ben endlesse & elden not, ne feble not. 

+ 2. trans. To make feeble; to enfeeble, weaken. 
Obs. exc. arch. 

«1340 HamroLe Psalter xvii. 40 Pai ere noght febild my 
steppis. ¢1380 Wycuir Se/, Wks. 111. 408 Pei shulde not feble 
pes rewmes, c1449 Pecock Rep~. 1. vi. 175 Thou infirmyst 
and feblist .. the euydencis. 1450-1530 AZyrr. our Ladye 
49 Woman what menest thou with thy great wepynge so to 
feble thy syght. 1546 PHarr Bh, Childr. (1553) Sva, When 
a child neseth out of measure .. the brayn and vertues 
animal be febled. 1590 Spenser J. Q. 1. viil. 23 And her [a 
castle’s] foundation forst, and feebled quight. 1614 MarkHAM 
Cheap Hush it. xxxix.(1668)83 A Shrew Mouse. .ifit only run 
over a Beast, it feebleth bis hinder parts. 1646 E. F'[isuer] 
Mod. Divinity i. (1752) 27 His Understanding was both 
feebled and drowned in darkness, 1831 M/zrror XVII. 162/t 
Every blow Is feebled with the touch of woe, 

Hence Fee'bled Z//. a.; Fee*bling vd/. sb. and 
ppl. a. 

1566 GascoicNe & KInwELMARSH Yocasfa v. ii, Then with 
hir feebled armes, she doth enfolde Their bodies both. 1597 
MontGomerie Cherrie § Slae 226 My feiblit eyis grew dim. 
1621 Fretcuer Wild-Goose Chase 1. iii, 'Tis true, you're 
old and feebled. 1633 W. SrrutHer True Hafppin. 128 
It is good that the body finde sometimes this feebling by 
the vigorous worke of the spirit. 1624 7'rae. Nero ut. vi. in 
Bullen O. PZ. I. 59 Peoples love Could not but by these fee- 
bling ills be mov’d, 1632 Lirucow Trav. x, 461 Least by 
an impatient Minde, and feebling Spirit, I become my owne 
Murtherer. 

Feebleness (frb’lnés). [f. as prec. + -nuss.] 
The state or quality of being feeble (in the various 
senses of the adj.); an instance of this. 

«1300 Cursor M. 28679 (Cott.) pis man..for-sakes penance 
neuer pe lese, and legges febulnes of flexse. 1340 Hamrote 
Pr. Consc. 1514 Pe mare in malys and febelnes Pe kynd of 
ayther trobled es. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 134 
Wrath cometh of feblenesse of courage. 1517 TorKINGTON 
Pilgr. (1884) 39 Our Savior. .for very febylnesse fell. .to the 
grounde. 1533 More Dededl. Salem Pref. 7b, The feble- 
nesse of his answere shal appere. 1568 GraFton Chron. 

If. 107 King Richarde walking unwisely aboute the Castell, 
to espie the feblenesse thereof. 1683 Burner tr. More's 
Utopia (1684) 79 Women .. deal in Wool and Flax, which 
sute better wjth their feebleness, 1794S, Wittiams Vermont 





130 


135 The feebleness of the weapons. 1809-10 COLERIDGE 
Friend (1865) 190 It is feebleness only which cannot be 
generous without injustice. 1860 Gen. P. THompson Audi 
Alt. 111. cxxv. 80, Committing himself to the fashionable 
feeblenesses, 1884 L'fool Mercury 22 Oct. 5/4 His grand 
defect lay in feebleness of will. 

b. concr. (nonce-use). 

1860 Gro. Exiot AVi// on Fl. 111. 120 Ready to strike that 
daring feebleness from the stool. 

+Feebler. 0ds.vare—!. [f. Fresie v. + -ER!.] 
One who or that which makes feeble or weak. 

1586 Bricut Melanch, xxxviii. 245 Excessive joy..a great 
feebler of melancholick persons. 

Feebless. Ods. exc. arch. Forms: 3-4 fe- 
blesce, 3-5 feblesse, 4 fie-,fyeblesse, 6 feeblesse, 

feebless. [a. OF. /edlesce, fothlece, mod.F. 
SJaiblesse, f. feble, foible FrEBLEa.] Feebleness, 
infirmity ; infirm health. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 442 Pe kyng hyre fader was old man, 
& drou to feblesse. ¢1315 SHOREHAM 18 Ine tokne of febleste 
[read -esce] of hiis goste. 1340 Ayevd. 33 Zuo pet he ualb 
ine fyeblesse and ine zuiche ziknesse. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Boeth. w.ii. 112 Yif so be pat goode be stedfast ban shewep 
pe fieblesse of yuel al openly. 14853 Caxton Chas. Gt. 81 
For feblesse he fyl to the erthe, 1596 Spenser /. Q. 1V. viii. 
37 Great feeblesse. .did oft assay Faire Amoret that scarcely 
she could ride. 1866 J. B. Rose tr. Ovid's Fasti vi. 932 
The hours unreined old age and feebless bring. 

Feeblish (frblif), a. [f. FEEBLE @.+-IsH.] 
Somewhat feeble. 

1674 R. Goprrey /77. & Ab. Physic 68 They that are 
weakly, tender, and feeblish, 1832 Witson in Dlackw. Mag. 
XXXII. 865 Performers with feeblish faces that must frown. 
1857 Hucues Yom Brown u,v, He..is feeblish. .about the 
knees. 1882 CARLYLE in Century Mag. XXIV. 23 Rather 
a feeblish kind of County-Town. 

+Fee‘blish, v. Ods. Forms: 4 febliss, 4-6 
feblis(s)h, 6 feeblysh, 5-7 feeblish. [a. OF. 
*febliss-, lengthened stem of */ed/zr (recorded forms 

Joiblir, flebir), t. feble: see FEEBLE a.] trans, 
To render feeble, weak, or infirm; to enfeeble; 
=FEEBLE 2, 2. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xiv. 349 With hungyr he thoucht 
thame to Febliss. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 64 
Alle thinges be amunysshed & feblisshed by Iniustice. 1528 
Paynew Salerne’s Regim. Ciij b, They assende and gether 
to gether feblysshynge the guttes. 1599 Haxcuyt Voy. II. 
1. 68 All Christendome was sore decayed and feeblished by 
occasion of the warres betweene England and France, 

Hence Fee'blishing vd/. sb. 

1580 Barer Adv, F 346 Feeblishing, zz/irmatio. 1634 
H.R. Salernes Regim, 116 Except yee dread great feeblish- 
ing of Nature. 

+ Fee'blishment. Oés. [f. as prec. +-MENT.] 
Enfeeblement. 

1548 Hatt Chiro. 157 b, Whiche promise he caused to 
bee performed. .to the .. feblishement of the Duchy. 

Feeblose, a. rare—'. [f. FEEBLE a. + -OSE.] 
Rather feeble ; weakly. 

1882 J. Brown Yohkn Leech, etc. 267 Peter had a gentle, 
sweet, though feeblose. .strain of poetic feeling. 

Feebly (fr bli), adv. Forms: 3 febleliche, 
-like, 3-4 febliche, (5 febiliche), 4 febilly, (5 
-ylly), 4-6 febly, (4 febli, 5 feabli), 6 feablelye, 
feebily, 7 feably, 7— feebly. [f. Frrpun + -y 2.] 
In a feeble manner. 

+1. In a sorry manner or plight; inefficiently, 
insufficiently, niggardly, poorly, scantily. Ods. 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg., Edmund Conf. 112 Ake febleliche hire 
spedde, For seint Kadmund hadde ane smate 3eorde. 1297 
R. Grouc, (Rolls) 6125 Febleliche he liuede al is lif & deyde 
in feble debe. c1300 Havelok 418 Feblelike he gaf hem 
clopes. ¢1300 Beket 1178 Such a man..So febliche wende 
over lond, a1450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 30, Y holde hym 
that dothe it but febly conseled. c1450 Henryson JJor. Fab., 
Upl. Mous 37, Poems (1865) 109 Ane sober wane, Of fog and 
fairn full febillie wes maid. 

2. In a weak, ineffective, or half-hearted manner, 
without strength, energy, or force; weakly. Of 
sight : Dimly. 

€1320 Sir T'ristr. 3050 Febli pou canst hayte. a1340 
Hampote Psalter cxly. 1, I may noght stand now bot febilly. 
cx400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 67 Pe pouse began to appere 
febiliche, 1483 Cath. Angl. 124/2 Febylly, dedeliter, im- 
becilliter. 1533 More Debell, Salem 1. xiv. 104 b, He 
hath .. defended .. his boke ., wythe myche worke full 
febly. 1548 Hatt Chron. 177 He was fayntly receyved, and 
febly welcomed. 159 Spenser Reins of Ronte 221 Ye see 
huge flames. .Efsoones consum’d to fall downe feebily. 1607 
Suaks, Cor. . ii. 87 The deeds of Coriolanus Should not be 
vtter’d feebly, 1682 Drypren dZac Fl. 197 Vhy gentle 
numbers feebly creep. 1757 Foote Author u, Which were 
as feebly resisted. 1856 Kane Arct. Efi. I. xix. 232, 1.. 
see feebly in prospect my recovery. 1875 Jowetr Plato 
(ed. 2) IV. 275 In dreaming we feebly recollect. 

3. In a small degree, slightly, poorly. 

1830 LyeLt Princ, Geol. I. 133 Others feebly represented 
in our own country. 1838 T. THomson Chem. Ore. Bodies 
698 The acids act but feebly upon caoutchouc. 

4. Comb., as feebly-toiling adj. 

1845 Mrs. Norton Child of Islands (1846) 179 The feebly- 
toiling heart that shrinks appalled. 

Feed (fid), sb. Also 5-7 fe(e)de, [f. the vb.] 

1. The action of feeding; eating, grazing ; also, 
the giving of food; an instance of this. 

1576 Turnerv. Venerie 114 The feeding of an hart or such 
like. .is called the feede. 1614 Br, Hate Recoll, Treat. 1112 
Long forbearance whereof [meates] causes a surfet, when 
wee come to full feede. a1626 Bacon Max. & Uses Com. 
Law iv. (1635) 23 Pasture answerable to the feed of so many 
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Deere as were upon the ground. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies 
1. ii, 3 Birds coming late from Feed. 1833 Hr. Martineau 
Brooke Farm iii. 40 He should pay for the feed of his cow. 
1873 W. B. TeGermeier Poultry Bk. xxix. 370 Five or six 
[pellets] are given at one feed for each bird. 

b. Phrases. A¢ feed: in the act of eating or 
grazing. Out at feed: turned outto graze. Zo be 
off one's feed (of animals, and collog. or slang of 
persons) ; to have no desire for food; to have lost 
one’s appetite. (Zo de) on the feed (said of fish): (to 
be) on the look out for food; also, (to be) eating. 

1621 Lapy M. Wrotu Urania 275, I like a Deare at feede, 
start vp for feare. 1680 Otway Orphan Vv. ix. 2231 All his 
little Flock’s at feed before him. 1816 James AZ7/it. Dict. 
(ed. 4) 156 A horse that is off his feed. 1823 Lams Evia 
(1860) 21 The cattle, and the birds, and the fishes, were at 
feed about us. 1834 Mrpwin Angler in Wales U1. 166 
Towards evening he set out on the feed. 1862 Hortock 
Country Gentleman 172 Jack..was quite off his feed. 1867 
F, Francis Azgding iv. (1880) 108 The fish are well on the 
feed. 1871 Browninc Balaust. 1317 And pipe .. Pastoral 
marriage-poems to thy flocks At feed. 1879 MoseLry Notes 
on Challenger ii. 30 A shoal of porpoises on the feed. 1888 
Berksh. Gloss. s.v. Vead, A horse is said to be ‘out at ve-ad’ 
when turned into a meadow to graze. 

2. +a. A grazing or causing (cattle) to graze ; 
also, the privilege or right of grazing (ods.). +. 
Feeding-ground; pasture land (ods.), ©. Pastur- 


age, pasture ; green crops. 

1573 Tusser Husb. xvi. (1878) 34 Pasture, and feede of his 
feeld. 1594 Norpen Sec. Brit., Essex (Camden) 10 Ther 
is wtin the Nase.. Horsey Ilande, verie good for feede. 
1600 SHaxs. A. Y. ZL. ut. iv. 83 His Coate, his Flockes, and 
bounds of feede Are now on sale. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1x. 
597 For such pleasure till that hour At Feed or Fountain 
never had I found. 1712 Pripeaux Direct. Ch.-wardeus 
(ed. 4) 30 The .. Feed of the Church-yard is the Ministeyr’s. 
1795 Burke Thoughts Scarcity Wks. 1842 Il. 254 The clover 
sown last year.. gave two good crops, or one crop and 
aplentiful feed, 1858 BArtLetr Dict. Amer. 144 Tall feed, 
i.e. high grass. 1864 Tennyson Worth, Farmer (Old Style) 
x, Theer warnt not feid for a cow. 1879 Miss JAcKsoN 
Shropsh. Word-bk., ‘1 hanna sid more feed o’ the groun’ fur 
many a’ear.’ 1888 Berksh. Gloss, s.v. Vead, Green crops for 
sheep, as turnips, swedes, rape, etc., are called ‘ve-ad’. 

3. Food (for cattle) ; fodder, provender. 

1588 Suaxs, 77t. A. Iv. iv. 93 (Qo.) As the one is wounded 
with the bait, the other [sheep] rotted with delicious feed 
[honey-stalks]. 1878 Cusnbrid. Gloss., Feed, provender for 
cattle. 1884 F. J. Lroyp Sc. Agric. 243 There arose the 
necessity of providing them with feed. 1884 A/z/nor (Dakota) 
Teller 13 June, J. D. is prepared to grind all kinds of Feed. 

b. An allowance or meal (of corn, oats, etc.) 
given to a horse, etc. Also Akt. in short-feed, 


heavy-horse-feed, light-horse-feed (see quot. 1823). 

1735 SHERIDAN in Sw7/t’s Lett. (1768) IV. 117, I can give 
your horses .. a feed of oats now and then. 1749 FIELDING 
Tone Fones xu. xiii, Prepare them [horses] for their journey 
bya feed of corn. 1823 Crass Vechnol. Dict., A short feed 
is a portion less than the regulated quantity. MHeavy-horse- 
Seed, a larger proportion given to the heavy dragoons, in dis- 
tinction from Light-horse-feed, which is given to the hussars 
and the light horse. 1859 F. A. Grirrirus Art77. Man, 
(ed. 9) 220 One feed of oatsin the nose-bag. 1885 G. Mrrr- 
pitH Diana I, viii. 176 The mare ’ll do it well..She has had 
her feed. 

4. collog. A meal; a sumptuous meal; a feast, 
Cf. Frast, SpreAp. Also, a full meal. 

1808 Sforting Mag. XXXII. 122 A feed now and then at 
the first tables. 1830 Soutney in Q. Rev, XLII. 14 It is 
the custom to entertain a distinguished visitor with what, 
in the South Seas, as in modern London, is called a feed. 
1839 Marryat Diary in Amer. Ser. 1. 11. 228 ‘ Will you have 
a feed or a check?’ 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xii. (1856) 
375 What a glorious feed for the scurvy-stricken ships! 1862 
Sata Accepted Addr. 193 Snug little feeds preparatory to 
the grand banquet. 1875 Chamd. Frnl. No. 133. 66 Little 
boys .. having a feed of ice-cream. b 

5. The action or process of ‘ feeding’ a machine, 


or supplying material to be operated upon, 

1892 P. Benjamin Mod. Mech. 663 The Hoe automatic 
tension brake for graduating the feed of the paper to the 
exact speed of the machine. 

b. The material supplied; also the amount 


supplied; the ‘ charge’ of a gun. 

1839 R. S. Ropinson Nawt. Steam Eng. 59 A cock by 
which the engineer can regulate the feed to the quantity 
required. 1869 Hzg. Mech. 31 Dec. 3809/1 By carrying less 
feed, less power may suffice, 188x Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V, 
330/2 The actual feed to the boiler is regulated by a con- 
trolling cock, 188x 7%7es 24 Feb., The time was taken in 
which the guns could be cleaned and could fire three ‘feeds’, 
1883 Daily News 12 Dec. 2/5 The length of the feed is de- 
termined by the clutch, 

ce. Short for feed-gear, feed-pump, ctc.; a feeder. 

1839 R. S. Ropinson NVaut. Steam Eng. 139 The water 
would fall lower and lower in the boiler, if not replaced by 
the feed. 1879 Cassell’s Techn, Educ. 1V. 340/2 ‘The oil .. 
falls..on the wool as it passes along the ‘feed’ to the teasing 
cylinder, 

6. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attributive, (sense 
3 and 3 b) as feed-bag, -crop, -mill (U.S.), -rack ; 
(sense 5) as /eed-cock, -hole, -pipe (also feed-pipe- 
cock, -strainer, -strum), -pump. . objective, (sense 
3) as feed-crusher, -cutter-; (sense 5) as feed-heat- 
ing, -roller. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1, 828/2 *Feed-bag, a nose-bag 
for a horse or mule, to contain his noonday feed or luncheon. 
1883 W. C, Russett Sailors’ Lang. 49 *Feed-cock, a cock near 
the bottom of a marine boiler for regulating the supply of 
water to the boiler. 1891 Daly News 14 May 5/1 ‘* Feed’ 
crops. 188x Knicut Dict. Mech, LV. 527/2 *Feed-crusher, a 
siil§ for flattening grain to render it more easily masticated, 
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1874 Jbid, I. 829/1*fved-cutter. 1883 E. INcERsoti in Har- 
per's Mag. Jan. 207/1 He grinds all day at the feed-cutter. 
1892 P. Benjamin Mod. Mech. 284 Power developed without 
*feed-heating. 1892 Cooley's Cycl. Pract, Receipts 1. 300/2 
Another complete but empty hive with open *feed-hole, 
placed below an over-full one. 1884 A77/nor (Dakota) Vedler 
13 June, A Steam *Feed-Mill .. to grind all kinds of Feed. 
1829 Nat. Philos. (Useful Knowl. Soc.) Hydraulics ii. 13 
The stop-valve, covering the top of the *feed-pipe. 1839 
R. S. Ropinson Naut. Steam Eng. 59 At the end of each 
feed pipe is a cock. 1849-50 Weate Dict. Terms 182/2 
*Keed-pipe cocks, those used to regulate the supply of water 
to the boiler of a locomotive engine. Jbzd., *Feed-pipe 
strainer, or strum, a perforated, half-spherical piece of sheet 
iron. .placed over the open end of the feed-pipe. 1839 R.S. 
Rosinson Naut. Steam. Eng. 109 The engine supplies itself 
with water by a pump communicating with the hot well, 
called a *feed pump. 1854 Ronatps & Ricuarpson Chem. 
Technol. (ed. 2) 1. 273 A small working cylinder .. can be 
placed upon the top of the boiler to work the grate and the 
feed-pump. 1874 Knicut Dict. A/ech. 1. 830/2 *Keed-rack, 
a stock-feeding device with grain-trough and hay-rack under 
shelter, which sometimes is extended to the stock also. 1836 
Ure Cotton Manuf, 11. 17 The willowed cotton. .is carried 
forward..to the *feed-rollers {of the blowing machine]. 

7. Special combinations: Feed-apron = /ced- 
cloth; feed-bed, (a) a feeding place (of rats); (6)the 
level surface along which the supply passes to the 
machine; feed-cloth, a revolving cloth which 
catries the cotton or other fibre into a spinning, 
carding or other machine; feed-door, the door 
through which the furnace is supplied with fuel ; 
the furnace door; feed-hand (see quot.) ; feed- 
head, (a) a cistern of water for supplying the 
boiler from above; (6) Founding (see quot. 1874) ; 
feed-motion, a contrivance for giving a forward 
movement to material in a machine; feed-rod 
= feeding-rod ; feed-screw (see quot.); feed-tank, 
-trough, a tank or trough containing a supply of 
water for a locomotive; a supply trough; feed- 
wheel (see quot.). Also FEED-WATER, 

1836 Ure Cotton Manuf. 11. 16 The *feed-apron is about 
eight feet long. 1876 Horest & Stream 7 Dec. 278/3 We 
shortly espy a ‘*feed-bed’ in the edge of the marsh. 1889 
Pall Mall G. 15 Oct. 7/t Each letter in its passage along 
the feed-bed of the machine strikes alever. 1836 UrE Cotton 
Manuf, II. 16 The.. cotton is.. spread upon the *feed- 
cloth of the cards. 188x Knicut Dict. Mech, IV. 327/2 
*Feed-door. 1874 Ibid. 1. 8209/2 *Heed-hand... a rod 
by which intermittent rotation is imparted to a ratchet- 
wheel. 1849-50 Weare Dict. Terms 182/2 *Keed head. 
1874 Knicur Dict. ALech. I. 8209/2 Feed head .. the metal 
above and exterior to the mold which flows into the latter 
as the casting contracts. Jézd, 830/1 *Heed-motion. Ibid. 
830/2 *Mved-screw (Lathe), a long screw employed to im- 
part a regular motion to a tool-rest or to the work, 1889 G. 
Finpiay Zxg. Railway 108 A tender picks up water from 
the *feed-trough while inmotion. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 
I. 831/1 *Heed-wheel, a continuously or intermittingly re- 
volving wheel or disk which carries forward an object or 
material. 1881 /ézd. IV. 363/z A plate on the feed wheel 
holds up the coal when the box is again brought forward. 

Feed ({7d),v. Pa.t. and pa. pple. fed. Forms: 
Inf. 1-2 fédan, (1 Worthumb. foedan), 2 feden, 
3 south. veden, 2, 5 feyde, 3-4 feode, 3-6 fede, 
south. vede, 4-7 feede, 6 feade, 6- feed. a. t. 
1 fédde, pa. pple. féded, fédd; pa. ¢. and fa. pple. 
3-5 fedde, (3 feedd, fad), 4 south. vedde, 4-5 
feed, 9 dial. feeded, 4- fed. [OE. fédan =OF nis. 
féda, OSax. fidean (Du. voeden), OHG. fuotan 

a Fi oe 7 
(MHG, wiieten), ON. feda (Da. fode, Sw. foda), 
Goth. /édjan :—OTeut. *fddjan, f. *fod-d-: see 
Foon.] 

1, trans. To give food to; to supply with food ; 
to provide food for. Often followed by + of, om, 
with (a specified food). 

e950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. vi. 26 Eower feeder se heofunlica 
foedep ba [heofun fuglas]. c1000 Ags. Ps. Ixxx{i]. 1b, He hi 
fedde mid feetré lynde hwete. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 233 He 
us is..feder for he us fett. c1z05 Lay. 8944 He hine lette 
ueden..zr he him bi-uoren come, 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 375 
He .. made yt al forest & lese, be bestes vorto fede. ¢1340 
Cursor M. 13372 (Vrin.) Pe folke..was fed of breed & flesshe. 
e14s0 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. I. 296 Fede your hawke 
and sey not geve here mete. 1592 Davies Jymort, Soul 
xvi. i. (1714) 7 The Body’s Life with Meats and Air is fed. 
1648 Sir E. Nicnoras in NV. Pagers (Camden) 115 Seeke for 
some allowance... to feede us. 1714 Netson Life Bf, Bull 
§ 76. 437 About sixty necessitous People .. were fed with 
Meat. 1756-7 tr. Keysler’s Trav. (1760) II. 205 Gregory.. 
was feeding twelve indigent men. 1798 WebBE in Owen 
Wellesley’s Desf. 9, 1 doubt whether there are any well- 
grounded expectations that they could feed themselves. 
1835 Ure Philos, Manuf. 394 The Leeds people are better 
fed. 1842 A. Compe Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 142 Dogs 
fed on oil or sugar.. become diseased. 1848 Macautay ist. 
Eng. 1. 314 It was not yet the practice to feed cattle in this 
manner. } 

b. To suckle (young) ; in OE. also aédsol. 
_ c980 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt, xxiv. 19 We uutedlice Sem 
berendum & foedendum in 62m dazum. a 1300 Cursor MM. 
5640 (Cott.) Pis womman. . It [be childe] fedd til it cuth spek 
and gang. 1530 Parser. 547/1 This bytche fedeth her 
whelpes. 1821 R. Turner A7zts § Se. (ed. 18) 170 Pelias.. 
was fed by a mare, 1888 ELwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., 
Feed, to suckle. : : 

ce. To put food into the mouth of (e.g. a child, 
a sick person, a fowl). 

©1440 Promp. Parv. 152/2 Feede chyldryn wythe pappe 
mete, apo, 161 Cotcr., Afpasteler, to feed by hand, or 
with. the hand or, as a bird feeds her yong. 1638 Mark- 
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HAM Farewell to Husbandry 162 The Bitter is ever best to 
be fed by the hand, because when you have fed him, you 
may tie his Beake together. 
1g A sucking Child should be fed. .once with the Broth, and 
once with the Milk. 1872-4 L. Wricut Poultry 79 ‘The 
fowl when fed is .. held with both hands under its breast. 
1882 J. W. ANDERSON Med. Nursing iv. (1883) 73 A patient 
. will not have the feeding cup, and yet must be fed in some 
such way. 1893 H. D. ‘Trait, Social England 1. Introd. 
54 His meal might be served up to him on costly dishes, but 
he fed himself with his fingers. Zod. He is so weak that 
he cannot feed himself. 

d. To graze, pasture (cattle, sheep, etc.). 

1382 Wycur Gen. xxxvii. 13 Thi britheren feden [1388 
kepen, 1611 feed] sheep in Sichemys. 1757 Home Doxg/as 
i. i, My name is Norval; on the Grampian Hills My father 
feeds his flocks. 

e. Feed-the-dove. A Christmas game mentioned 
in Brand’s Pop. Antig. 1. 278. 

2. fig. of 1. Const. as above. 

a. simply ; esp. in spiritual sense. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 57 Seo saul, sif heo ne bid mid Godes 
worde feded. c12z00 77in. Coll, Hom. 215 Eche he3ze dai 
[pe hodede sholde] fede mid godes worde be hungrie soule. 
¢1380 Wycur Sed. Wks. III. 500 Pe soule is fedde wib 
charite. 1435 Misyn “ire of Love 58 Chosyn sawlis.. with 
heuenly likynge is feed. 1579 Futke /eskins’ Parl. 274 
A spirituall meate, to feede vs into eternall life. 1697 
Dryven Vive. Georg. 11. 767 He grinds his Teeth In his own 
Flesh, and feeds approaching Death. 1882 E. P. Hoov in 
Leisure Hour Apr. 225 The logic of satire has often been 
fed on fear. 

b. To gratify, minister to the demands of (a 
person’s vanity, desire of vengeance, or other 
passion); to sustain or comfort (a person) with 
(usually, fallacious) hopes. Cf. Foop v. ‘+ Zo 
Seed forth, up (earlier to food forth): to beguile, keep 
(one) quiet, with flattery, etc.; = AMUSE v. 4, 6. 

c1400 Ron. Rose 5428 She [Fortune] .. fedith hym with 
glorie veyne. 1475 Bk. Noblesse (1860) 53 The said maister 
..fedde hem forthe withe sportis and plaies tille [etc ]. 
1530 Patscr. 547/1 You haue fedde me forthe with fayre 
wordes longe ynoughe. 1577 Norruprookr Diciug (i848) 
141 [He] .. so continueth feeding himselfe with looking for 
the chaunge of the dice. 1594 Suaxs. Wich. L//, Ww. i. 65 
To feed my humor, wish thy selfe no harme. 1602 Marston 
Antonio's Rev. 1.1. Wks. 1856 I. 76 This morne my vengeance 
shall be amply fed. 1603 KNoties Hist. Turks 656 Craftily 
feeding him with the hope of libertie. /ézd. (1621) 114 
Feeding him up with faire words. 1 Tempe Let. to 
Bp. of Munster Wks, 1731 11. 15 He seems to feed himself 
and his Friend with the Hopes of a speedy Peace. 1726 
Leon Alberti’s Archit. 1, 66a, Others, feeding themselves 
with great hopes of times to come. 1856 Emrrson Lng. 
Traits, Wealth Wks. (Bohn) IIL. 73 All that can feed the 
senses and passions. .is in the open market. 

c. in phrases, ¢o feed one’s eyes, to feed one’s 
sight, Also, of the tongue, Zo feed the ear. 

1590 Spenser /. Q. u. vii. 4 In his lappe a masse of coyne 
he told, And turned upside downe, to feede his eye ..with 
his huge threasury. 1625 Bacon £ss., Masques, The Altera- 
tion of Scenes .. feed and relieue the Eye. 1634 Sir T. 
Herpert 7vav. (1638) 159, I found few [monuments] to feed 
my eyes upon. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. 7.1. 26 He 
fed his eyes by being a spectator of those wickednesses. 1738 
Westey Hymns, ‘ Who's this, who like the Morning ’ ii, His 
Tongue the Ear with Musick feeds. 1813 Scott 77ievn2. 
ur. xix, The knight With these high marvels fed his sight. 


+d. 7o feed with money: to bribe. Obs. 

1567 J. Hawsyns Let. Sir W. Cecil in State P. Dom. Eliz. 
44. 13 They were by the Merchaunts fedd soe plentefully 
with mony. 1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 190 Anytus was 
the first that fed the Judges with Money. 

3. intr. (rarely +7efl. in same sense). To take 
food ; to eat. Of persons now only codlog. Const. 


as in I. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. 19 Pe corn, .perof pe 
colver ofte schulde fede hym self. 1486 Lh. St. Albans 
C viij a, She fedith.on all maner of flesh. 1526 Pilg. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 5b, The shale of the nut to be broken that 
he may fede of the cornell. 1556 Awrelio § Isab. (1608) N, 
Of hir delicate fleshe they [the Lions] fedde them. 1635 
N. R. Camden’s list. Eliz. u. 130 He fed hard at supper 
on sallats. 1703 Pore Thebais 686 Devouring dogs .. Fed 
on his trembling limbs. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I, x. 
173 It was a good while before they [kids] would feed. 1757 
Cnesterr. Lett. IV. cccxxii. 96 Go pretty often and feed 
with him. 1834 MeMurrrie Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 145 
The ostrich feeds on grass. 1850 L. Hunr Axtodvog. IL. 
xvii. 252, I did wrong at that time not to ‘feed better’, 
1861 Hucues Zou Brown at Oxf. i. (1889) 8 No one feeds 
at the high table except the dons. ; é 

b. transf. 70 feed on (a person) : to live at his 


expense. 

1733 Pore Ess. Man ut. 61 All feed on one vain patron. 

Cc. figs i 7 

1540 CrANMER Wks. I. 25 Many holy martyrs. .did daily 
feed of the food of Christs body. 1581 Sipney A fol. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 20 Whose milk .. enabled them to feed .. of tougher 
knowledges. 1599 Warn. Faire Wom. 11. 1380 The people's 
eyes have fed them with my sight. 1612 RowLanps Anane 
of Harts 29 On others miseries and woes, I feede. 1768 
W. Givrin Zss. Prints 10 The eye .. may be pleased .. by 
feeding on the parts separately. 1769 Sir W. Jones Pad. 
Fortune Poems (1777) 16 Grant me to feed on beauty’s rifled 
charms. 1827 Pottox Cozrse T. 1x, Disappointment fed on 
ruined Hope. 1883 Standard 20 July 5/x Cholera feeds 
upon impurities of every sort. 


4. trans, To yield or produce food for; to be, 


or serve as, food for. “zt. and fig. 

@ 1300 Sarmun li. in E, E. P, (1862) 6 pe sizte of god him 
sal fede. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 26 Suche is the delicacie 
Of love, Cea min herte fedeth, 1577 B. Gooce Heres- 
bach’s Husb, 1. (1586) 38 b, Fodder. .very good to feede both 


1748 W. Capocan Ess. Nursing . 
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cattel & Poultrye. 1669 Wor.ipce Syst. Agric. (1681) 28 
One Acre of this Grass will feed you as many Cows as six 
Acres of other common Grass. 1697 UrypEN V7rg. Georg. 
un. 812 The Water-Snake, whom Fish and Paddocks fed. 
1891 Farmer Slang \1, 70 feed the fishes, to be drowned. 

absol. 1665 Sir‘, Hersert Trav. (1677) 23 The air feeds 
not. 

5. To supply with nourishment; to nourish, 
cause to grow, support, sustain. 

az1o00 Boeth. Metr. xxix. 70 (Gr.) Se.. metod .. fet eall 
paette growed waestmas on weorolde. a@ 1300 Seven Sins 33 
in £, £. P. (1862) 19 Is fule bodi fede mid is siluir and is 
gold. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. ww. ix. (1495) 93 By 
the benefyce of blode al the lymmes of the body preuayle 
and be fedde. 1593 SHAks. Lucy. 1077 A mountain-spring 
that feeds a dale. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 11. 486 Be 
mindful.. With Store of Earth around to feed the Root. 
1719 Watts Hymns 1. xlviii, God .. feeds the strength of 
every Saint. 1759 tr. Duhamel’s Hush, 1. i. (1762) 3 The 
trees had been fed by other roots. 1784 Cowrer Zasé ut. 
662 Some [flowers] clothe the soil that feeds them. 1801 
Soutnry 7halaba 1. xxii, The ebony..A leafless tree.. With 
darkness feeds its boughs of raven grain. 1837 DisraAELt 
Venetia 1, ii, A rich valley, its green meads fed by a clear 
and rapid stream. 

Jig. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 114 Musick feedeth that dis- 
position of the Spirits which it findeth. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) ILI. 132 Poetry feeds and waters the passions, 

+b. To nurture, bring up. Ods. 

¢ 1320 Sir Tristr. 287 Fiftene 3ere he gan him fede. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 623 Your-selfe .. pe fresshist and fairest fed 
vpon erthe. 

6. To fill with food, to pamper; to fatten, make 
fleshy ; occas. of the food. dial. To feed ( full 
and) high, to feed up: to supply with rich and 
abundant food. 

1552 Hutort, Feade fatte in a francke or penne, ad¢ilis. 
Feade full, saburratus. 1630 R. Fohnson'’s Kingd. § 
Comma. 79 This choice [the Steere] is altogether exempted 
from labour, and fed up for food. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Georg. 11. 319 Feed him full and high. _ 1788 W. MarsHatv 
Yorksh. Gloss., ‘1 mean to feed him,’ I intend to fat him. 
1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusem. 62 A small dog. .not to be 
fed too high. 1877 V. W. Linc. Gloss. s.v., He feeds five- 
an’-twenty steers every summer. 1886 S. W. Linc. Gloss. 
s.v., Milk will feed anything yuicker than water. 

Jig. 1896-1620 [see Fara. 2c]. 1874 Motrtey Barneveld I. 
vii. 323 He remained in Paris,—feeding fat the grudge he 
bore to Barneveld. ; 


b. Zo feed off: to fatten (an animal) for sale or 


slaughter. 

1852 Frul. KR. Agric. Soc. XIII. 1.224 The owner .. feeds 
off a large number of sheep .. annually. 1854 /ézd. XV. 1. 
112 The hoggets are. .fed off before New Year. 

e. fig. + With ov ady.: To encourage the growth 
of (ots.). To feed into: to bring into by pamper- 
ing. Also, (Zheat. slang) To feed a part: to fill 
it out by the addition of details or incidents of 


minor importance. 

1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 9x Publicola .. was very dili- 
gent..to feed on further and encrease the same [sedition]. 
1843 CarLyLe Past & Pr. (1858) 95 Fed into gigantic bulk. 
1892 Pall Mall G. 22 Dec. 2/3 After this, endless compli- 
cations all centreing on Mr. Penley—feeding the part would 
be the stage term. 

+d. To give ‘ body’ to (a liquor). Ods. 

1667 Drypen Wild Gallant v. iii, Your vintners feed their 
hungry wines. 1742 Lond. § Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) Pref., 
Receipts for feeding, fining, and preserving Malt-Liquors. 

e. Tanning. Yo give ‘substance’ to. Also, 
intr. of the leather : To gain substance ; to thicken. 

1882 J. Paton in Encycl. Brit. XIV. 389/2 The [kid] skins 
are..‘fed’ with yolk of eggs and salt. 1884 Health Exhib. 
Catal. 38 This rest allows the leather to ‘feed’. 

f. intr. To grow fat. dial. 

1727 Baitey vol. I, /eeding .. growing in Flesh by eating. 
1796 W. Marsuary Midland Counties Gloss., Feed, to grow 
fat. 1877 N. W. Linc. Gloss, s.v., I nivver seed onybody 
feed like ——. 

7, a. To keep (a reservoir, watercourse, etc.) 
supplied ; to supply (a fire, etc.) with fuel. 

1g82 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 426 Water 
cowrses..to feede youre pondes. 1596 Suaks. Merch. V. 
ul, ii, 266, I haue ingag’d .. my friend to his meere enemie 
To feede my meanes. 161x — Cy, 1. vi. 110 The smoakie 
light That's fed with stinking Tallow. 1667 Mitton P. L.1.68 
A fiery Deluge, fed With ever-burning Sulphur unconsum'd. 
1705 Appison /¢aly 274 The warm Springs that feed the .. 
Baths. 1758 Elaboratory laid open 8 This manner of feeding 
the fire will be found a very great convenience, 1818 Scorr 
Hrt, Midi. vi, The mob fed the fire with whatever they could 
find. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 319 Cisterns 
at the top of every barrack should feed the ablution rooms. 
1875 Lye, Princ. Geol. Il. ut. xlix. 608 Islands .. large 
enough to feed small rivers. 1878 Bosw. SmiTH Carthage 
428 Cisterns .. were fed .. by the aqueduct of which they 
formed the termination. : 

b. To supply (a machine, a workman) con- 
tinuously with material to work upon. Also zr. 


of the material: To pass in (to a mill). 

1669 WortIpGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 51 The Corn feeds not 
until you set the same [Engine] down again. Ibid. 52 In 
case you drive apace it feeds apace. 1707 Mortimer 7 usb. 
277 The breadth of the bottom of which {hopper] must be .. 
near as long as the Rowlers, that it may not feed them too 
fast, 1808 J. Bartow Columb. 11. 503 She. .fed The turning 
spindle with the twisting thread. 189 FARMER Slang II, 
To feed the Press, to send up copy slip by slip. 4 

absol, 1676 Brat in Phil. Trans. XI. 584 Two ordinary 
Labourers. .(the one feeding, and the other grinding). 

8. a. To cause to be eaten by cattle; to use 
(land) as pasture. Often with complementary ad). 


or adv. to feed bare, close, down, off: 
» 17-2 
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a 165x Sir Ricnarp Weston in Hartlib's Legacy (1655) 242 
You may then feed the ground with Cattel all the Winter, 
as you do other ground. /dzd. 243 As it springs again, feed 
it with Cattel. 1652 Arnotp Beati in Hartlit’s Legacy 
(1655) 139 It is very easie, by mowing or feeding it [corn] 
down with Cattel, to prevent it. 1669 WortipcE Sys?. 
Agric. (1681) 23 As soon as you have fed it bare, then is it 
best toover-flow. /ézd. 28 The best Husbandry is to graze 
it, or feed it [grass] in Racks. 1707 Mortimer //zs6. 29 
Take care to feed it [the grass] close before the Winter. 
1807 R. Parkinson Experienced Farmer 1. 409 If he cannot 
feed it [Buck-wheat] off with some cattle. 1850 Fr. R. 
Agric. Soc. XI. 1. 430 The crop being well grown, it only 
remains to feed it well off. 

b. To deal out (food) Zo animals. 

1883 P. E. Ginsons in Harper's Mag. Apr. 652/1 Mangel- 
wurzel .. is fed to the cows in winter. 1893 K. D. WicGIN 
in Atlantic Monthly Feb. 184/1 He has been feeding bread 
and butter to the dog. F 

ec. transf. (Ct. 7.) To supply continuously 
(material to be consumed or operated upon). Also, 
To feed down: to bring (a tool) down, gradually 
as required. 

1860 Presse Lad. Chem. Wonders 82 Gold is fed into a 
vessel containing aqua regia. 1864 WessTeER s.v. Dridi- 
press, The tool B rotates and is fed down by hand or 
automatically. 1869 Avg. Mech. 19 Mar. 574/1 The wood 
is fed to the saw by means of a..roller. 1881 Knicut Dic/. 
Mech. iV. 744/2 Vhe string..is fed from atin canister, 1883 
H. Turrre in Harper's Mag. Nov. 824/2 The wet sand. .is 
fed into the opening. 1884 W. H. Ripetne iéid. May 895/: 
Long. .tubes..feed them to exquisitely adjusted scales. 

+d. Stock-exchange. To deal out (stock) in 
portions. Ods. 

1814 Stock Exchange Laid Open 28 Feeding out stock to 
less dealers. 

9. Of cattle: To eat, eat off, feed upon. Also, 
to feed down, off. 

1725 Pore Odyss. 1v. 452 A tim’rous hind. .feeds the flow’ry 
lawns, 1858 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. X1X. 1. 206 The fifty-two 
cows had..more than they could feed down. 1883 JEFFERIES 
Nature near London 237 The sheep have fed it too close 
for a grip of the hand. 189 West. Morn. News 14 Sept., 
A crop of swedes..is again fed off by sheep. 

b. To feed down : to eat off the food of. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 20 Oct. 13/2 ‘ Bunny’..feeds down the 

sheep. 


Feed (fid), pf/. a. [f. Frm v.+-ED 1.] 

+1. Bound to feudal service. Only in feed man: 
see FEEDMAN. Ods. 

2. Paid by fees; hired; bribed; Sc. employed 
for wages. 

1579 Futxe Heskins’ Parl. 389 One of the feeid and fed 
seruants of y? Pope. 1601 Suaks. Zwel. NV. 1. v. 303, 1 am 
no feede poast, Lady; keepe your purse. 1602 Marston 
Antonio's Rev. 1. i. Wks. 1856 I. 117 When will the Duke 
hold feed Intelligence? 1628 VeNNER Baths of Bathe (1650) 
363 Such are his fee’d Agents. 1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4562/4 
[He] is Brother-in-Law to John Herstone of the Feed 
Gunners belonging to the Office of Ordnance. 1816 Scorr 
Old Mort. xxxviil, She’s no a fee’d servant. 1887 Pad 
Mall G. 2 Mar. 11/4 One of the fee’d speakers. 


Feed, obs. Sc. form of Frup sd.1, enmity. 


Feedable (fzdab’l), a. [f. Frep v. + -ABLE.] 
Capable of being fed. +a. That may be eaten 
off or grazed (ods.), b. That may be fed (with 
something). 

1649 Burne Eng. Improv. Impr. iii. 12 Nor is [the 
land) grazable and feedable so soon. 1858 Miss Mutock 
Th. ab, Wom. 44 A kissable, scoldable, sugar-plum feedable 
plaything. 

Feeder (fida1). [f. as prec. +-ER1.] One who 
or that which feeds. 

1. One who feeds or supplies food to (a person 
or animal) ; formerly often in contemptuous use, 
one who maintains (a parasite, a spy, etc.). 

1579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. 1. \xiv. 88 b, Often calling 
his Feeder by his name, and the better to perswade hym, 
flatteryng hym with [etc.]. 1616 Rich Cabinet 130 The 
horsse remembers. .his feeder. 1653 Mivton //7redings Wks. 
(1851) 387 Idleness, with fulnes of Bread, begat pride and 
perpetual contention with thir Feeders the despis’d Laity. 
1683 Loyal Observator 11 His feeders, .have..put him upon 
another jobb. 1725 Pore Odyss. xiv. 461 Those who. . Blas- 
pheme their feeder, 1826 Disrarut }7v. Grey u. xv, Your 
Playing-up toady, who, unconscious to its feeder, is always 
playing up to its feeder’s weaknesses. 1834 Brit. Husd. 1. 
viii. 203 The feeder should be provided with an elastic 
ramrod, 1865 KincsLey //erew. (1866) I, x. 229, I am 
Hereward, the land-thief—sea-thief—the feeder of wolf and 
raven. 1868 Gro. Exvior Sf. Gifsy 269 A handsome steed 
- Neighs to new feeders. 

b. Sort. A trainer (of cocks or horses). 
? Obs. 


1781 P. Beckrorp Hunting (1802) 57, 1 have inquired of 
my feeder .. how he mixes up his meat. 1810 Sporting 
Mag. XXXVI. 55 The long main between the gentlemen of 
Staffordshire, Gosling feeder, and the gentlemen of Lan- 
cashire, Gilliver feeder, was won by the former. 

e. transf. and fig. 

1597 SuHAks. 2 //en. LV, v.v. 66 The Tutor and the Feeder 
ofmy Riots. 1616 HAywarp Sanct. Troub, Soul. ii. (1620) 30 
‘The comforts thereof are. .feeders thereof with sweet poison. 
1534 M. Sanvys Prudence 176 Flattery..is the poysoning 
of Mans vnderstanding, the Feeder of humors. 1824 LAMB 
Elia u. Blakesmoor in H——shire, The solitude of child- 
hood. .is the feeder of love. 1849 The Florist 319 Numerous 
fibrous rvots..act as feeders. 1867 Smyru Sailor's Word-bk. 
291 /eeders, in pilot slang, are the passing spurts of rain 
which feed a gale. 1887 Garnsey tr. De Bary's Fungi 358 
The plant or animal on which a parasite lives is termed its 
host or feeder, 
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2. One who or that which eats or takes food ; an 
eater; usually with adj. prefixed, as large, quick, 
etc. Also, feeder upon (a specified food). 

1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Epig”. (1867) 106 Thone beyng 
an eater greedy and greate, Thother a weake feeder. 1612 
Woopatt Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 392 He..was a very large 
feeder. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 11. vi. 98 The missell 
thrush, or feeder upon misseltoe, 1655 WaLTon 4 ugZer (ed. 2) 
277 He [the barbel] isacurious feeder. 1718 Rowe tr. Lucan 
302 The rav’nous Feeders riot at their ease. 1733 CHEYNE 
Eng. Malady wu. vii. § 2 (1734) 186 No.. full Feeder was 
ever opened, but he was found with some gross Fault in his 
Liver. 1798 R. Parkinson E-xferienced Farmer 1.175 They 
(Downs Sheep] are .. quick feeders. 1847 F. Parkman 
Oregon Trail xxv. (1872) 352 The carcass was completely 
hollowed out by these voracious feeders. 1885 Copp AZyths 
& Dr. u, iv. 165 The New Zealanders .. were systematic 
feeders on human flesh. 

b. One who eats at another’s expense; a person 
dependent upon another for his food ; a servant. 

1600 Suaxs. A. ¥. ZL. 11. iv. 99, I will your very faithfull 
Feeder be. a1628 Frercner Nice Valour ut. i, Now 
servants he has kept, lusty tall feeders. 

e. transf, Of a plant; also of a flame. 

1799 J. Rosertson Agric. Perth 133 The latter [potato]} 
being a more tender feeder. 1878 Browninc Poets Croisic 1 
Flame the stealthy feeder! 1882 7he Garden 4 Feb. 87/3 
The Fig..is a gross feeder. 

d. f/. Cattle for feeding off or fattening. 

1796 W. Maxsuat Midland Counties Gloss., Feeders.. 
fatting cattle. 1881 Chicago Times 1 June, Stockers and 
feeders were dull. 

e. dial. One who grows abnormally fat. 

1886 S. HV’. Linc. Gloss., The whole family of them are 

feeders. 


3. An instrument, organ, or appliance for feeding 
(senses. and 2): a. a spoon (slang); a child’s 
feeding bottle; a bib; b. Avz/om. one of the 


organs composing the mouth-parts. 

a. 1811 Lexicon Balatronicum, Feeder,a spoon. To nab 
the feeder; to steala spoon. 1821 D. Haccarr L7/ (ed. 2) 
69, | do not remember what became of the feeders. /ézd. 73, 
I bought two wedge table-feeders. 1886 S. }”. Linc. Gloss., 
Feeder, achild's bib ; also a feeding-bottle, or cup with alip. 

b. 1826 Kirsy & Spence Juztvod. Entom. LV. 308 Feeders 
retracted (7vo0phi retract?) when in a perfect mouth the 
Trophi are not capable of being much pushed out or drawn 
in, Feeders retractile, when..the Trophi can be consider- 
ably pushed forth or drawn in. 

4. One who attends to the feeding of a flock; a 
herdsman, shepherd. ? Oés. 

1611 Bispie Gen. iv. 2 Abel was a keeper [sargin feeder] 
of sheep. 1710 Puitirs Pastorals v. 9 When, with the 
Flocks, their Feeders sought the Shade. 1807 G. CHALMERS 
Caledonia 1, 11. vi. 309 They had only advanced .. from 
being hunters, to being feeders of flocks. 


a 1400-50 Alexander 2961 Is pis no3t Philip son be firs 
pe fedare of grece? 1413 Lypc. Pilger. Sowle iv. xxix. 
(1859) 62 O thou wretchyd herd and fals feder of the hows 
Israel, c1430 Life St, Kath. (1884) 98 He ys my God my 
louer and my feder. 1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. \xxxi. 
(1611) 438 They are commanded to bee .. leaders, feeders, 
superuisors amongst their owne. 1659 TorriAno, Pastére.. 
a Pastor or a Preacher, as it were a Feeder of souls. 

5. One who feeds up or fattens (an animal), 
esp. one whose business it is to feed cattle for 
slaughter. 

c1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode 1, iv. (1869) 2 A foulere ober 
a feedere of briddes. 1669 Wor.ipGe Syst, Agric. (1681) 
176 In fatting of Geese..The Jews..are esteem’d the skill- 
fullest Feeders that be, 1893 Daily News 15 Feb. 5/8 ‘The 
trade would become paralysed and both feeders and 
labourers suffer immensely. 

+b. Aemorously. A crammer, tutor. Ods. 

1766 GoLpsm. Vic. W. vii, Mr. Thornhill came with. .his 
chaplain and feeder, 1787 Gentl. Mag. LVII. 869/2 
A Feeder, by which is meant a person who..crams into the 
head of a candidate for a degree certain ideas which [etc.]. 
[1848 Dickens Dombey Mr. Feeder, B.A.] 

6. A stream which flows into another body of 
water; a tributary; also attrzb., as feeder-stream. 

1795 J. Puitirrs Hist, Inland Navigation Addenda 94 
To make navigable the cut or feeder from the town of 
Wendover, to join the canal at Bulbourne, Jé7d. 97 No 
water to be taken from the feeders of the river Witham. 
1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. 1V. 249 An immense 
torrent..becoming one of the feeders of the Lake. 1826 
J. Witson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I, 48 Just as I had 
cleared the feeder-stream..up springs a reindee¥, 1832 
Act 2-3 Will, IV, c. 65 § 5 The point at which a burn or 
feeder joinsaloch. 1878 Huxtry ?Aysiogr. 37 The Kennet 
..is one of the main feeders of the Thames. ‘ 

transf. and fig. 

1817 J. Scorr Paris Revisited (ed. 4) 12 The downfall of 
great states has usually been produced by a disregard of 
the sources of alienation, and the feeders of discontent. 
1861 Max Miter Sc. Lang. ii. 49 Dialects have always 
been the feeders rather than the channels of a literary lan- 
guage, 1868 J. H. Brunt Ref Cr. Eng. 1. 71 Asa feeder 
to this great college, Wolsey founded another, 1882 Daily 
Tel. 8 Nov. 5/7 It is proposed to construct lines of a less sub- 
stantial character, to act as feeders to the main lines. 1893 
Times 27 Apr. 9/5 The Post office actually increases the 
business of the banks by acting as a feeder. 

b. sfec. ‘A water course which supplies a canal 
or reservoir by gravitation or natural flow’ (W.). 

1825 Beverley Lighting Act ii. 11 Canal, aqueduct, 
feeder, pond. 1837 Wuitrock Bk, Trades (1842) 201 The 
feeder 1s constructed so as to promote a current in its 
waters to the head of the reservoir. 1866 Cornhill Mag. 
Mar. 367 Another sweet-water canal, which is to be an 
essential feeder of the principal channel. 











FEEDING. 


ce. In wider sense: A centre or source of supply. 
In quots. fig. 


1817 CoLeripce Lay Serm. 377 Our religious opinions, 
out of which .. all our other opinions flow, as from their 
spring-head and perpetual feeder. 1872 O. W. Hotmes 
Poet. Breakf.-t. iit.(1891) 80 The sources from which a man 
fills his mind,—his feeders, as you call them. 

attrib, 1892 Pall Mali G. 26 Sept. 5/1 Looking down.. 
from the edge of the great glacier-feeder basin. 


7. Mining. a. A smaller lode falling into the 


main lode or vein. 

1728 Nicuoits in Phil. Trans. XX XV. 403 Small Branches 
opening into them in all Directions ; which are by the Miners 
term’d, the Feeders of the Load. 1805 Musuet 7éid. XCV. 
165 Towards the feeder it seemed loose and crumbly. 1869 
R. B. Smytu Goldfields Victoria 610 Feeder, a spur 
falling into a reef increasing. .its size and richness. 

b. An underground spring or runner of water. 

1702 SAverY Miner's Friend 35 When once you know how 
large your feeder or spring is. 1789 Branp Newcastle II. 
679 They know when any feeder of water is pricked. 1892 
Daily News 16 Mar. 5/7 Abnormally heavy feeders of water. 

ce. A stream of gas escaping through a fissure in 
the ground; a blower. 

1881 in Raymonp A/ining Gloss, 
mining Terms 104, : ; 

8. One who or that which supplies material for 
consumption or elaboration. 

a. One who ‘feeds’ material to a machine. 

1676 Bear in Phil. Trans. XI. 584 By this..may two work- 
men, and one feeder, grind 20 bushels of Apples in an hour. 
1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 155 The person who attends this 
machine. .is called the feeder. 1886 Pad/ Mall G. 18 June 
s/t On a raised platform stands the feeder, with his spade, 
and it is his duty to shovel the quartz into the hopper. 1888 
Jacosi Printers’ Voc. 43 Feeder, the lad who lays on the 
sheets in a printing machine. 

b. The player who tosses the ball to the bats- 
man (in ‘ Rounders’ and similar games), Hence, 
the name of a particular game resembling rounders. 

1844 Boy's Treasury 17 The players next toss up for the 
office of feeder. /did. 18 This game [Rounders] differs from 
feeder only in the following particulars. 1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ 
Brit. Sports mu. 1. iv. § 1. 686 The feeder is allowed to feign 
a toss of the ball. 

e, An apparatus or a portion of an apparatus, 
often in the form of a hopper, into which the 
material to be treated is placed in order to be 
supplied to the machine in regulated quantities. 

1669 Wor LIDGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 51 Observe whether it 
will hold out ., and accordingly proceed and rectifie the 
Feeder, 1823 J. Bapcocx Dom. Amusem. 79 The feeder, 
which coming from an air-tight vessel. . full of oil, it drops 
slowly into the centre of the iron vessel 1870 Pxdlic 
Opinion 16 July 81 The new feeder is a single-acting plunger 
pump. 1892 P. Benjamin Mod. Aech. 859 Automatic .. 
feeder. .to feed the grain easily. - 

d. The lower chamber in an organ bellows 
which supplies the upper chamber or reservoir with 
wind. 

1852 SEIDEL Organ 36 The lower one, called the feeder 
-.when pressed down, produces the wind. 1870 E. J. 
Horkins Organ 14. 

e. Nau. A reserved compartment between decks 
for filling up the vacancy in the hold caused by 
the settling down of grain, etc. 

1890 Daily News 10 Dec. 5/8 The cargo was secured in 
the usual way..seven large feeders in the ’tween-decks. 


9. Metal-casting. a. (See quot. 1858.) Also 
attrib., as feeder-head. b. ‘ The opening made in 
a foundry mould for the introduction of the feed 


rod’ (Lockwood). 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade 149/2 Feeder..a large head 
or supply of fluid iron to a runner or mould in heavy 
castings, z Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin. Terms 136 
Feeder head ..a mass of metal which has been utilised 
for feeding a mould. 


10. Zlectrical Engineering. a. A wire bearing 
a subsidiary current. b. A branch-wire to supply 


a house, etc. 

1892 Electrical Engineer 16 Sept. 287/2 The Northampton 
Electric Light and Power Company have equal weights of 
distributing mains and feeders, . 

Ll. Theatrical. (See quot.) 

1886 Stage Gossip 70 A part or character that is con- 
stantly giving. cues for another character to ‘score off’ or 
‘cannon off’ is known as a ‘ feeder’. 

Feeding (frdin), v4/. sd. [f. as prec. +-1NG 1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FrEp, in its various 
senses. 

c897 K. Arrep Gregory's Past. v. 42 Sio feding Sara 
sceapa. ¢1320 R. Brunne JZedit. 39 Pe fyrst ys a bodly 
fedyng. 14.. Epiph. in Tundale's Vis. 120 Thys day 1s 
named Phagyphanye .. For thys word phagy.. Is seyd of 
fedyng. c1475 Babees Bk. (1868) 7 In youre fedynge luke 
goodly yee be sene. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 137 
Pamperyng .. our bodyes by..moche fedyng of delycate 
meates and drynkes. 16 AY Corr. (1848) 122 Skill in 
the feeding .. of singing-birds. 1725 Stoane Famaica II. 
285 According to its feeding on venemous or not venemous 
food, ’tis wholesome or poysonous. 1803 Davy in PAiZ, 
Trans. XCIII. 272 The feeding of leather in the slow 
method of tanning. 1837 Dickens Pickw. be There was not 
a gleam of..anything but feeding in his whole visage. 1879 
Gro. Entor Theo, Such i. 15 A feeding up into monstrosity. 

2. concr. That which is eaten ; food. Now rare. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. i. (1495) 736 Some 
beestys gadre store of mete and fedynge. ¢1440 Prom. 
Parv. 3152/2 Fedynge, or fode, pastwm. 1532-3 Act 24 
Hen. VIII, c. 3 Beoffe, mutton, porke, and veale .. is the 


1883 in GresLry Coad- 


FEEDING. 


common feedyng of .. poore persons. 1581 Mutcaster 
Positions xxxvii. (1887) 148 Will ye let the fry encrease, 
where the feeding failes? 1653 Watton Angler 148 His 
[the Pike’s] feeding is usually fish or frogs. 1866 Handy 
forse Bk, 20 So should the horses feeding be augmented 
by one-third ..more than usual. 


+b. Zo take feeding (of): to feed (upon). In 
quot. fig. 


ec 1500 Melusine 298 Her of whom myn eyen toke theire 
fedyng. 

+e. Nourishment, sustenance. Ods. 

1547 Boorpe Brev. Health Pref. 4 Consider if .. the 
sickenes in the exterial partes have any fedynge from the 
interial partes. 

3. Grazing-ground or pasture land; pasturage, 
feeding-ground. Ods. exc. dial. 

c1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode u. cix. (1869) 116 He.. ouer- 
throweth here feedinges [fasturaux]. 1467 Bury Wills 
(850) 47 Alle the landys, medewes, pasturys, and fedyngys 
callyd Southwode. 1554-5 Act 2-3 Phil. §& Mary c. 3 
Lands or feedings, apt for milchkine. 1627 Speep Exgland 
iii. § 4 Kent..in some things hath the best esteeme : as in.. 
feedings for Cattell. 1669 WorLipcE Syst. Agric. (1681) 31 
The Spring and Autumn feeding, whereon six or eight 
Cattle usually grazed. 1768 BosweLt Corsica i. (ed. 2) 40 
Sheep. .have fine feeding. 1840 SrurpEns Suppl. Voc. E. 
Anglia s.v., ‘You turned your horse into my feeding.’ 

4. attrib.and Comb. a. simple attrib., as feeding- 
barley, -cake, -cock, -ground, -house, -land, -linseed, 
-machine, -metal, -~pipe, ~place, -stuff, -vessel, -work. 

1884 Vork Herald 19 Aug. 7/2 *Feeding foreign barley. 
1883 Encycl. Brit. XV. 511/1 *Feeding cakes, pulse, and 
other .. feeding stuffs. 1827 Farry Steam Engine, 369 
Regulate the *feeding cocks..so as to give the requisite 
supply. 1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest xiv, It is all good 
*feeding-ground. 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon (1831) 87 
A gentleman. .is judiciously distributing his *feeding-houses 
-.over all the highest parts of his farms.. 1873 TEGETMEIER 
Poultry Bk. xxix. 370 Supply a bed of clean straw in the 
feeding-house, 1885 S. IV. Linc. Gloss., *Feeding land, 
grazing land. 1887 Daily News 28 June 2/5 Not much 
business passing in *feeding linseed. 1873 J. Ricnarps 
Wood-working Factories 142* Hand-feeding machines. 1891 
Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin. Terms 136 The *feeding 
metal is.. supplied in small quantities. 1669 WorLIDGE 
Syst. Agric. (1681) 52 Just behind the Share and *Feeding- 
pipe. 1611 Biste Vahuyzii. 11 Where is. .the *feeding place 
of the yong Lions? 1883 *Feeding-stuffs [see eeding-cake]. 
1859 Luarp in Archevol. Cant, II. 8 *Feeding-vessels for 
the chickens. 1682 HickerincitL Black Non-Conformist 
Wks. (1716) u. 144 This necessary *feeding-work of a good 
Shepherd. 

b. Special comb., as feeding-bottle, a glass 
bottle for supplying artificial food to infants; also 
attrib, in figurative sense; feeding-box, (a) a 
compartment in which a horse is placed to be fed ; 
(0) in hot air feeding-box, an appliance for ‘ feed- 
ing’ hot air to a stove; feeding-cloth = feed- 
cloth; feeding-cup (see quot.) ; feeding-drum, 
a drum used for feeding certain kinds of furnaces ; 
feeding-engine, -head, -needle (see quots.) ; 
feeding-piece, grazing ground; feeding-rod, a 
small metal rod used for keeping an open passage 
in a casting during the process of feeding ; + feed- 
ing-stead, a pasture; feeding-time, (a) a time 
for taking food; meal-time; (0) da/. genial or 
growing weather (for crops); feeding-trace, a 
track showing where animals have obtained food ; 
feeding-tube (see quot.). 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade 1409/2 *Feeding-bottle, 1884 
St. Fantes' Gaz. 2 Feb. 3/1 Napoleon foresaw the results of 
this feeding-bottle policy. 1887 Hackney Gaz. 9 Feb. 2/7 
Fitting up infant’s feeding-bottles. 1883 Aycycl. Brit. XV. 
511/t When the manure is made in *feeding-boxes. 1884 
Health Exhib, Catal. 65/1 Grates .. with .. hot air feeding 
box. 1821 Specif. of Barker & Harris’s Patent No. 4574. 4 
The material [fur] to be cleared being taken off the feeding 
cloth or endless web, 1882 J. W. ANDERSON Med. Nursing 
iv. (883) 73 See that the *feeding cup and all vessels used 
for food are kept clean. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Feeding-cup, 
a vessel with a spout for the feeding of a sick person whilst 
lying down. Also, an oblong shallow vessel with a tubular 
end, to which a teat can be affixed for the artificial feeding 
of young children, 1854 Ronatps & RicHarpson Chem. 
Technol. (ed. 2) I, 151 As each scraper comes in turn under 
the *feeding-drum, the coal which has fallen between each of 
them will be carried forward. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 
830/1 *Meeding engine, a supplementary engine for feeding 
the boiler, when the main engine is stopped, /dzd., 
*Feeding-head (Founding), an opening in a mould .. 
which supplies metal as the casting contracts. 1831 
Brewster Nat. Magic xi. (1833) 289 A *feeding-needle [in 
the tambouring machine] which by a circular motion round 
the working-needle, lodged upon the stem of the latter the 
loop of the thread. 1796 W. Marsnart Afidland Counties 
Gloss., *Feeding-piece, 1892 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin. 
Terms 136 *Meeding-rod. 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 600 
Pascua, a *ffedyngstede. 1887 S. Cheshire Gloss., ‘It’s 
a rare *feedin’ time for th’ turmits.’ 1888 /Z/zst. Lond. 
News Christmas No. 11/1 A bell rang. There’s feeding-time, 
we'd best go down. 1856 Kane Avct, xf. II. iii. 38 The 
numerous *feeding-traces [of rabbits] among the rocks, 1884 
Syd. Soc. Lex., *Feeding tube, an elastic tube..which is 
passed into the stomach. 


Feeding (frdin), AA/. a. 
That feeds. 


+1, That nourishes; nutritious. Ods. exc. dial. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1. ix. (1495) 37 This one 
mete..very fedynge is founden. 16x in //artdil’s Legacy 
1655) rox It [Lucern] is much more feeding than any other 
ay. 1660 SHARROcK Vegetables 136 A fat, rich, deep, moist, 
and feeding soil. a@xzz2z Liste //usd. (1757) 422 The 


[f. as prec. +--ING 2.] 














133 


feedingest ground makes the toughest timber. 1877 Wolder- 
ness Gloss. s.v., ‘ Whotmeeal’s a varry feedin thing.’ 

2. That is taking food; of an animal : Grazing. 

@ 1861 CLoucu Poems, Ite Domumi Saturex 22 Doth he 
sometimes in his slumbering see The feeding kine. 1879 
Jerrertes Wild Life in S.C. 275 A feeding flock. 1888 
Daily News 7 Sept. 5/2 Feeding trout generally keep 
within casting distance from the shore. 

b. transf. Of a gale or storm: That increases 
gradually in violence, or in its effects. Sometimes 
hyphened. Also fg. 

164 R. Baur Lett. § Frnuls, (1846) I. 352 This is 
a feeding storme. 1819 Caled. Mercury 30 Dec. (Jam.), 
We had a pretty copious fall of snow. At one time every- 
thing seemed to portend what is called a feeding-storm. 
1826 Scotr Frid. (1890) I. 76 ‘This seems to be a feeding 
storm, coming on little by little. 1828 Craven Dial., 
Feeding-storm, a continuance or succession of snow, daily 
feeding or adding to what is already on the ground. 1867 
SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk. 291 Feeding-gale. 

+3. That eats away; corrosive. Obs. rare. 

1750 tr. Leonardus’ Mirr. Stones 221 It cures feeding and 
malignant Ulcers. 


4. That keeps up the supply (of a river, machine, 


etc.). 

1833 N. Arnotr Physics (ed. 5) II. 106 The feeding snows 
are more abundantly dissolved. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf: 
154 Cardings introduced in pairs at the feeding rollers. 
1867 Smytu Sailor's WWord-bk. 291 Feeding-part of a tackle, 
that running through the sheaves, in opposition to the 
standing part. 

+Eee'dman. Ols. Also 5-6 feod(e)man. 
[f. Frrp ff/. a, + Man.] a. One holding a Frx 
(sb.2) ; a vassal. b. A soldier serving for pay. 

¢1460 Fortescue Ads, & Lim. Mon, xvii, He shall haue 
thana greter myght..than he hath nowe off all his ober ffeed 
men. 1465 Pastox Lett, No. 532 II. 248 Doo warne owr 
ffeede men and servaunts..that they be ther thann in owr 
leverey. 1485 Plusmpion Corr. p. xcvi, 38 Knyghts of his 
feedmen. 1555 BraAprortu in Strype Zccl, ATem. III. 
App. xly. 131 Lettres touching my Lord Pagette, that he 
shoulde be the Kinges feode man. 1565 JewEL Def Aol. 
(2611) 476 The Emperour is a Vassall or a Feedman of the 
Church of Rome. 1722 Br. Witson in Keble Zz xv. 
(1863) 484 With .. intention of lessening the Governor’s 
authority .. over the Feedmen in the Garrisons. ; 

Fee'd-water. A supply of water for the boiler 
of an engine. Also attvzb. and Comb., as feed- 
water-apparatus, -heater, -pump, -purifier. 

1862 Reports of Furies, Exhibition 1862 v. 5 A medal was 
awarded to Mr. Bateson for his feed-water heating appa- 
ratus. 1867 in SmytH Sadlor’s Word-bk. 1875 Breprorp 
Satlor’s Pocket-bk. vi. (ed. 2) 210 The feed water passes 
through a coiled pipe in acistern. 1886 Azuckland Weekly 
ews 26 June 32/4 The boiler..has a feed-water-heater. 
1892 P. Benjamin Jod. Mech, 284 Feed-Water Evaporators. 

Fee-farm (fzfarm). Zaw. Also Sc, FrU-FARM. 
[a. AF. fee-ferme, OF . feferme, fiofferme; Anglo- 
Lat. (12th c.) had feudofirma, feudifirma, and the 
phrase firmam in feudo tenere; in continental use 
occur feudum firmum, feudalis firma, firma feu- 
data; see Feu sb.2 and Farm sd,2] 

1. That kind of tenure by which land is held in 
fee-simple subject to a perpetual fixed rent, without 
any other services ; the estate of the tenant in land 


so held; rarely, the land itself. 

It isa debated question whether a fee-farm merely implies 
a perpetual rent of any kind, or whether it should be con- 
fined to a perpetual rent-service, or to a perpetual rent- 
charge equivalent to at least a fourth of the value of the land. 

[1114 Charter in Chr. Mon. Abingdon (Rolls) II. 110 
Quoddam pratum..in firma perpetuo habendum pro xx 
solidis reddendis unoquoque. 1292 Britton 1. i. § 6 Sila 
fraunchise ne soit graunté en fee ferme .. par nous. did. 
ul. ii. § 8 Fee fermes sount terres tenuz en fee a rendre pur 
eux par an la yverreye value, ou plus ou meyn.] c1460 
Fortescue Ads. §& Lim. Mon. x, In grete lordshippes, 
maneres, flee ffermys, and such other demaynes. 1494 
Fasyan Chroz. vu. 438 He grauntyd to the cytezyns the fee 
ferme of London for .cce. li. 1555 EDEN Decades 249 Such 
as had the same in fee ferme. 1627 SpeeD Lxgland xxviii. 
§ 7 Hurstingston..was the Fee-farme of Ramsey Abbey. 
1643 in Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 304 The king is forced to 
set many of his lands to fee-farm. 1650 WELDON Cr7. Fas. /, 
60 Hee [Salisbury] would make them buy Books of Fee- 
farmes, 1652 EveLyn JZemz. (1857) I. 289 What was in lease 
from the Crown. .he would secure to us in fee-farm. — 

Jig. 1606 Suaxs. Ty. § Cr. ut. ii. 53 How now, a kisse in 
fee-farme? 1678 MarveLt Growth Popery Wks. 1875 IV. 
326 Were not all the votes as it were in fee-farm, of those 
that were intrusted with the sale? 

2. The rent paid for an estate so held. 

1399 Lane. Rich. Redeles wv. 4 Alle his ffynys ffor 
ffautis ne his ffee ffermes. c1520 in Fiddes Wolsey 11. (1726) 
26 Towchyng the mynyshyng of our Fee farme enenst the 
lorde of Ruteland. 1598 Manwoop Lawes Forest xxi. § 4 
(1615) 201 Paying unto the King a certain fee ferme or rent 
for y°same. 1682 Eng. Elect. Sheriffs 32 King John.. 
granted..to the Citizens..the Sheriffwick of Loudon and 
Middlesex. .by the fee-farm of 300/, per Annum. 

3. attrib. esp. in fee-farm-rent. 

1638 Sir R. Corton Adsty. Rec. Tower 12 Their abilities 
will settle the Fee-farme rent. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4702/3 
To be sold a Fee-Farm-Rent of 20/7. per Annum. 1855 
Mivm¢n Lat. Chr. (1864) V.1x. vi. 287 ‘The fee farm pay- 
ment to Rome. 1881 Act 44-5 Vict. c. 49 § 34 The land 
commission shall. .dispose of all fee farm rents for the time 
being vested in them. 1882 Eart or BrEvMore in 19/h 
Cent, July 126 By way of fines and fee-farm grants. ; 

Hence Fee-farming v/, 5d., the action or practice 








of putting out to fee-farm. 
1549 Latimer 6¢h Serm. bef. Edw, VI (Arb.) 168 He hath | 
inuented fee fermyng of benefices. 


FEEL, 


Fee-farmer (f7faimoa1). Zaw. Also Sc. Frv- 
FARMER, fa. AF. feefermer, OF. feufermier, 
med.L. feudifirmarius, f. feudifirma: see Frr- 
FARM.] One who holds a fee-farm. 

1468 in Rolle Advidgmzent (1668) 150 Les Fee-farmers del 
Roy. 1511-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 23 Preamb., Fermours, 
Feefermours, Officers and Occupiers. x59: in Hearne 
KR. Brunne (1810) 418 Her majesties fee-farmer, 

g. 1609 J. Davirs Holy Roode cxxvii, As when bright 
Phebus. .And his Fee-farmer Luna, most are parted. 

Fee-faw-fum (fz fo fym). Also 7 fie foh 
fumme, 8 fe fi fo fum, 7~—9 fee fa fum. 

1. The first line of doggerel spoken by the giant 
in the nursery tale of ‘ Jack the giant killer’ upon 
discovering the presence of Jack. 

1605 Suaxs. Leary ut. iv. 188 His word was still fie, foh, 
and fumme, I smell the blood of a British man. rq11 
Chap-bk., Fack & the Giants 11, Fe, Fi, Fo, Fum I smell 
the Blood of an English Man. 

2. a. An exclamation indicating a murderous 
intention. b. Nonsense, fitted only to terrify 
children, Also aétrzd. 

1690 DrypEN Amphitryon u. i, The bloody villain is at 
his fee, fa, fum, already, 1811 Lexicon Balatronicumt, 
I am not to be frightened by fee, faw, fum. 1825 MacauLay 
Milton Ess. 1854 1. 12 They have .. none of the fee-faw- 
fum of Tasso and Klopstock. 1830 A. FonsLanque Eng. 
under 7 Administ. (1837) II. 10 The fee-fa-fum style of 
rhetoric. @1850 M. F. Ossort At Home & Abroad (1860) 
400 It is they who invent all the ‘fe, fo, fum’ stories about 
Italy, 1855 Browninc JZen §& Wom. 1. Lover's Quarrel 16 
‘The valiant Thumb Facing the castle glum And the giant’s 
fee-faw-fum! 1890 Review of Reviews 11. 538/2 This is all 
fee-faw-fum. ; 

3. Used to express ‘ a blood-thirsty person’. 

1678 DrypeEN Limberham v. i, That Fe-fa-fum of a 
Keeper wou'd have smelt the Blood of a Cuckold-maker. 
1824 Miss Ferrier /7her. xiv, I feel so much of the fee, 
fa, fum about me, that I can scarcely ask you to trust your- 
self with me. 

Hence Fee-faw-fumish a, 

1846 Gro. Evior Zet. in Lf ii. 81 The note in this 
proof sounds just as fee-fo-fumish as the other. 

Feel (71), 5d. Also 3, 5 fele, 5-6 Sc. feill. 
[f. next vb.] 

1. The action of feeling ; an instance of this, in 
senses of the vb.; in quots. +a sounding of a 
person’s intentions, etc. (ods.); the perceiving 
(something) by sensation. vare. 

1461 Paston Lett. No. 415 Il. 50, I dede a gode fele to 
enquer..whan the seid Yelverton shuld go to London, 1832 
L. Hunt Sonn. Poems (1832) 208 Catching your heart up at 
the feel of June. — i ‘ 

+b. A tentative suggestion, hint. Ods. 

a1470 Henry Wallace x. 923 Off Gyane, thus, quhen 
Wallace hard a feill, ‘ No land’, he said, ‘likit him halff so 
weill.’ 

+2. Sc. and 207th. a. Consciousness, sensation. 
b. Apprehension, sense, understanding, knowledge. 

a 1240 Wohunge in Cott. Hom. 285 Pe muchele swetnesse 
of pe reaues me fele of pine. a@ 1300 Cursor M. 547 (Cott.) 
Man has his fele, O thyng man liks, il or welle. a 1400-50 
Alexander 850 Has pou na force in pi fete ne fele of pi- 
selfe? c1470 Henry Wadlace 1.14 Thocht Inglis men thar 
of had litill feille. c1g00 Lancelot 2854 That..was knycht 
that had most feill. 1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus 1. 467 Of 
that Text thow hes bot litill feill. 1603 PAélotus cxxvii, 
Hes thow not tint thy feill. : 

3. The sense of touch. Now only in éo ¢he feel. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 17017 (Cott.) Hering, sight, smelling and 
fele, cheuing er wittes five. 1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 
180 It is harsher to the feel. 1874 Contemp. Rev. XXIV. 
433 A rough texture tothe feel. 1883 G. C. Davies Norfolk 
Broads xxxi. (1884) 237 It [the bed-eel]..is firm to the feel. 

4. A feeling or sensation, mental or physical. 

1737 H. WaLpoLE Corr. (1820) I. 16 With all sorts of queer 
feels about me, 1788 Map. D’Arsiay Diary & Lett, 1V. 
1v. 194, I put aside the disagreeable feel of exciting that 
wonder. 1818 Keats in Life §& Lett. 1. 120 Among multi- 
tudes of menI have no feel ofstooping. 1833 Ht. Martineau 
Vale of Tyne vi. 117 To tell by the feel when the sun was 
going down. 1879 Brownine /van [vanovitch 225 The feel 
of the fang furrowing my shoulder ! ; : 

5. As a quality of a material object: The kind 
of (tactual or vague organic) sensation which it 
produces. 

1739 S. Suarp Surg. xxvii.135 We must judge then by the 
Feel of the Surface of the Bone. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi Fourn, 
France il. 376 The general feel of the air is very mild. 
1794 G. Adams's Nat. § Exp. Philos. I. App. 543 Fixed 
oils .. possess .. 2. An unctuous feel. 1805 W. SAUNDERS 
Min. Waters 40 That rough and harsh feel to the fingers 
and tongue, which characterises the insipid hard waters. 
1864 Mrs. Gatty Parables fr. Nature Ser. 1v.155 Twinette 
was on the cold pavement. But she didn’t like the feel of 
it at all. 1882 Epna Lyatt Donovan xx, It reminded him 
of the feel of little Dot’s tiny fingers. ¢ ‘ 

6. Comb. of the vb. stem, as feel-horn (rare —*) 
= FYecer 3 [after Ger. fih/horn). 

1770 J. R. Forster tr. Kalm's Trav. N. Amer. I. 134 
Their antennz or feel-horns were as long as their bodies. 

\ 

Feel (fl), v. 7a. ¢. and Za. pple. felt (felt). 
Forms: /zfin. 1 félan, 3-4 felen, (5 feelen), 3-5 
fell, 3, 5-6 Sc. feil(1, (6 feild), 3-6 fele, 3-4 
south. vele, 4-5 felyn, feyle, (5 feyll), 4-7 feele, 
(6 feale, 8 feell), 4, 6- feel. a. 7. and pa. pple. 
3 feild, fielde, 3-6 feld(e, 4-5 fe(e)lid, felyd(e, 
4-6 feeled, 3-7 felte, 3- felt. Also with prefix 
(esp. in pa. t, and pa. pple.) 1-2 ge-, 2-3 is, y-. 


FEEL. 


[Com. WestGer.; OE. félan (also gefélan) corre- 
sponds to OFris. fé/a, OS. gifélian (Du. voelen), 
OHG. fuolen to handle, grope (MHG. vielen, 
mod.G, /tihlen to feel), Da. fole to feel (prob. 
adopted from some LG. source}:—WGer. type 
*féljan, f. root fol :—OAryan pal, pl-, occurring in 
OE., OS. folm, OHG. folma hand, Gr. madapn, 
L. palma, Skr. pant, Olr. dim (:—*plama).) 

I. To examine or explore by touch. 

1. ¢rans. To handle (an object) in order to ex- 
perience a tactual sensation ; to examine by touch- 
ing with the hand or finger. 

c893 K. AELFreD Oyvos. 1. vii. (Sweet) 38 Pyspernes..swa 
sedrefedlic pat hit man zefelan mihte [texebras crassitudine 
palpabiles). 1388 Wycur Gen, xxvii. 22 Whanne he hadde 

feelid hym, Isaac seide [etc.]. c1goo Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
208 If pou felist be place wip pi fyngir. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
195 b, By king Edward, which loved well both to loke and 
to fele fayre dammosels. 1611 Biste ¥adg. xvi. 26 Suffer 
mee, that I may feele the pillars. 1632 J. Haywaro tr. 
Biondi’s Ervomena 15 You neede feele no other pulse than 
my heart. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius’ Voy. Ambass. 108 
He was felt, and found to be Circumcis’d. zd. 409 The 
maids. .were not shy of being seen, nor of having their hair 
felt. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 33/1, I felt his pulse. 
1828 Scotr /, AZ. Perth xvii, ‘ Let me feel your pulse, dear 
Ramorny.” — ‘ 

b. In wider sense: to try by touching, e.g. 
with a stick or the foot; to move or lift gently and 
cautiously by way of trial. 

1833 Reenl. Instr. Cavalry (1844) 48 By feeling the bit 

ently with the bridle-hand, the horse is to be made to step 
back. 1867 F. Francis Angling vii. (1880) 279 Feeling the 
fish. .consists in raising the point of the rod so as to tighten 
the line sufficiently to enable you to feel the ‘tug, tug, tug’, 
made by the fish in detaining the worm. 1883 GrESLEY 
Gloss. Terns Coal Mining, Feel \S.S.), to examine the roof 
of a thick seam of coal with a long stick or rod by poking 
and knocking upon it. 1886 R. C. Lesiie Sea-painter’s 
Log x6 Feeling first one line and then another for a bite. 

ce. To feel (+ out) one’s way: to find one’s way 
by groping; to proceed by cautious steps. /¢¢, and 
Sig: 
1436 Polit. Poems (Rolls) 11. 165 Kynge Edwarde .. felde 
the weyes to reule well the see. 1638 Cuititincw. Relig. 
Prot. i. ii. § 144. 108 While we have our eyes, we need not 
feele out our way. 1688 Mircr 7%. Dict. s.v. Feel, A blind 
Man that feels his Way with a Stick. 1818 Byron Ch. Har. 
1v. Ixxxi, We but feel our way to err. 1862 G. MacponaLp 
D. Elginbyod u. xxviii, An aging moon was feeling her 
path somewhere through the heavens, 1879 FrouDE Cxsar 
xiv. 217 Czsar..feeling his way with his cavalry. 

d. 70 feel owt: to ascertain the configuration of 
(something) as if by touch. 

1892 H. R. Mitt Reali of Nature xi. 188 The form of 
the floor of the ocean bas thus been gradually felt out point 
by point. : 

+e. To grope after. jig. (Merely a literalism of 
translation). Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Acés xvii. 27 To seke God, if perauenture 
thei felen [L. a¢tvectent] hym eyther fynden. 1535 Cover- 
DALE Acts xvii. 27 That they shulde seke the Lorde, yf they 
mighte fele and fynde him. 


2. absol. and zxtr. a. To use the hand or finger 


as an organ of touch. Const. at, of (now only dzal. 


and U.S.), + Zo. 


1599 SHAks, Hen. V, 11. iti. 26 Then I felt to his knees, 
and so..vpward, and all was..cold. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 352 The part [of Wood] that shineth, is .. somewhat soft, 
and moist to feel to, 1751 R. Pattock P. Wilkins x\vii. 
(1883) 140/2 There were many large heaps of ore lying, 
which I felt of. 1780 Cuartotre Burney in /. Burney’s 
Early Diary (1889) 11, 289 One Character came to feel of it 
[his mask]. 1864 E. Sarcentr Peculiar Il. 262 Josephine 
..felt of the bosom of Clara’s dress tillfetc.]. 1878 N. H. 
Bisnor Voy. Paper Canoe 99 Crowds of people came to feel 
of the canoe. 

b. To search for something with the hand (or 
other tactile organ); to put out the hands, etc. to 
discover one’s position or find one’s way ; to grope. 


Const. after, for. Also with adout. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. lix. 10 As withoute e3en we han felid 
1530 Patscr. 547/2 Fele this way alonge by the wall, tyll 
you come to the wyndowe. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s 
flush. i. (1586) 133 Take the ‘Taile, and feele betwixt every 
{eine Tbid. 11. 136 Let him .. feele for the blaines, or 
blisters. 1611 Biste Acts xvii. 27 If haply they might 
feele after him, and finde him. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 
22 Putting my Hand in my Pocket to feel for something 
else. 1771 Mrs: Grirritn tr. Viand’s Shipwreck 192, 
I searched all my pockets..opened all our parcels..and 
looked and felt in every fold of them. 1838 T. Beate 
Sperm Whale 46 Moving the tail slowly from side to side.. 
as if feeling for the boat. 1864 Tennyson Ex. Ard. 774 
Feeling all along the garden-wall, Lest he should. .tumble. 
1868 J. H. Brunt Ref Ch. Lng. 1. 294 The king began to 
feel about for further augmentations of his revenue. 

+e. Zo feel of: ?to handle, administer. 70 
Jeel together : to come into contact. Ods. 

¢1400 Afol, Loll. 30 It is necesari to hem .. to fele of be 
sacraments of God. c1450 AZerlin 38 As soone as these 
dragons felen to-geder thei will fighten strongely. 

3. With sadbord. clause: To try to ascertain by 
handling or touch. ‘+ Formerly sometimes also 
with material obj. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3693 (Cott.) Latte me fele, If pou be he 
iluue sa wele. did. 18695 (Cott.) Thomas pou fele and se 
Quer I me self or noght it os 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 270 
Pou mi3t fele in what place pei goon in. x16rx Bisre Gen. 
xxvii, 2x Come neere..that I may feele thee.. whether thou 


! bee my very sonne Esau, or not. 
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1648 J. Beaumont 
Psyche 1. lix, Three times he..felt How to unbuckle his 
out-shined Belt. Zod. The surgeon felt if any bones were 
broken, : ; 

+4. fig. To test or discover by cautious trial ; to 
‘sound’ (a person, his feelings or intentions), Ods. 

a1300 Cursor M. 2902 (Cott.) Mani man, for ouer-wele, 
Pam-self can noper faand ne feil. c1460 Vozneley Myst. 
(Surtees) 174 Bot yit some fawt must we feylle, Wherfor 
that he shuld dy. 1465 Paston Lett. No. 520 II. 221 Fele 
what he menyth. 1476 /did. No. 771 III. 154, I shall ffele 
hym. 1548 Hart Chyox. 213 b, Thei had felte the myndes 
and ententes, of the rude people. 158x SavitE Zacitus? 
Hist. 1. \xiii. (1519) 90 Adding .. that to that purpose he 
had felt the cohort. 1605 Suaxs. Lear. ii. 94 He hath writ 
this to feele my affection to your Honor. 1664 Sir C. Lyr- 
TELTON in //attoz Corr. (1878) 41 To feele the French how 
they will concerne themselves between us and y’ Dutch. 

5. Adit. a. trans. To examine by cautious trial 
the nature of (the ground), the strength of (an 
enemy). b. intr. Zo fee! for: To try to ascertain 


the position or presence of. 

a@. 1793 Bentinck in Ld. Auckland's Corr, 111. 47, I men- 
tioned my wish of feeling that ground to L‘, Loughborough. 
1839 Narrer Penins. War vi. vii. (Rtldg.) I. 316 Loison felt 
the Portuguese at Pezo de Ragoa, 1848 J. Grant Adv. 
Aide-de-camp vii, Order Colonel Kempt to throw forward 
the whole of his light infantry. .to ‘feel’ the enemy. 

1839 Narier Penins. War vit ii. (Rtldg.) 1. 334 Syveira 
..had orders to feel..for the enemy, 1847 /nxfantry Man. 
(1854) 96 An advanced guard.. must proceed with .. pre- 
caution if feeling for an enemy. 

IL. To perceive, be conscious. 

6. trans. To have the sensation of contact with ; 
to perceive by the sense of touch. 

1393 Lanov. P. PZ. C, xx. 145 Al pat pe fyngres and pe 
fust..felen and touchen. 15.. /vere § Boye gt in Ritson 
Anc. Pop. Poetry 38 Whan he the bowe in honde felte. 
1538 Starkey Lxgland 1.i. 20 Thos thyngys wych we se, 
fele, or her. 1545 BrinkLow Cowzpd. 19 The lawyer can not 
vnderstond the matter tyl he fele his mony. 1580 J. FrampToN 
Monarde's Dial. of Vron 1556, Pouder..that being taken 
between the fingers is [not] felt between them, 1638 Baker 
tr. Balzac’s Lett. I. 67, 1 am glad. .that I can lay hold of 
something, I can feele. 1724 R. Fatconer Voy. (1769) 52 
It shaked its Tail to and fro..all the while it felt the water. 
1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr, Viand's Shipwreck 86, I felt 
under my naked foot..some hard substance or other. 1869 
Tennyson Pedleas & £. 428 Back as a hand that pushes 
thro’ the leaf To find a nest and feels a snake, he drew. 

b. In wider sense: To perceive, or be affected 
with sensation by (an object) through those senses 
which (like that of touch) are not referred to any 
special ‘organ’; to have a sensation of (é. g. heat 
or cold, a blow, the condition of any part of the 


body, etc.). 

a1o00 Riddles xxvi. 9 (Gr.) Heo .. feleS sona imines 
szemotes, 1297 R.GLouc. (1724)185 Po kyng Arture yt [pedunt] 
yuelde. a 1605 MontcomentE 7 hat his hairt is woundit 17, 
I the force thairof [a darte] did feild. 1639 tr. Dz Bosg’s 
Compl. Woman u. 82 We feele a wound, not knowing the 
hand which strikes us. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius’ Voy. 
Ambass. 63 We..felt not the cold. 1665 Hooke MWicrogr. 
142 A Nettle is a Plant so well known .. that it needs no 
description; and there are very few that have not felt as 
well as seen it. 1705 BosmMAN Guinea (1721) 394 A stiff 
Gale, which prevents our feeling the Heat of the Sun. 1840 
F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. Il. 265 The hand holding 
the inflated animal, feels a constant boring motion of the 
spines. / 

¢e. with clause, or obj. with inf. (not preceded 
by 40) or complement : To know by sense of touch 
or organic sensation. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Axt.’s 7, 362 The deth he feleth thurgh 
his herte smite. 1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. 1x. viii. 
(Tollem. MS.), Watres of depe pittes..beb felid more hoot 
in wynter pan in somer. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W.de W. 1531) 
119 Whan we may fele our pulses bete quikly. 1534 ‘T1Nn- 
DALE Mark v. 29 She felt in her body that she was healed 
of the plage. 1568 Grarron Chron. Il. 274 When the 
Genowayes felt the Arrowes pearcyng thorough their heades, 
armes and breastes. 1726 Adv. Caft. R. Boyle 13 He felt 
the blood trickle about his Legs. 1753 CHAmbBeErs Cycé. 
Suppl. s.v., In the manage, they say to_/eed a horse in the 
hand ; that is, to observe that the will of the horse is in the 
rider’s hand. 1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr. Viaud’s Shipwreck 
239 One of the men..cried out that he felt him still warm. 
1839 T. Beate Sferw Whale 65 A Sardinian captain 
bathing .. felt one of his feet in the grasp of one of these 
animals, 

d. Zo feel one’s legs, wings: fig. to be conscious 
of one’s powers}; to be at one’s ease. 

1579 E. K. in Sfenser’s Sheph. Cal. Ep. Ded., So flew 
Virgtle, as not yet well feeling his wings. 1881 Daily Ted. 
27 Dec., It was not until the last act that he ‘ felt his legs’. 

e. absol. and intr. To have or be capable of 
sensations of touch, etc. 

1340 Ayend. 154 Pet ech serui of his office .. Ase be e3en 
to zyenne ; be yearen, to hyere..be honden and al pet body 
to vele. 1601 Hottanp Péiny x. Ixxi, Even oisters and 
the earth-wormes, if a man touch them, doe evidently feele. 
1631 D. Wippowrs Wat. Philos. (ed. 2) 49 About this time 
{at thirty dayes] the Childe beginneth..to feele. 1643 
J. Srerr tr. Lx. Chyrurg. iii, 8 ‘Vhe under skinne. -hardly 
feeleth, though it bee pricked with a Lancet. 1800 Worpsw. 
Hart-leap Well. xxi, The meanest thing that feels. 1887 
W. James in Afind Apr. 184 If the skin felt everywhere 
exactly alike. 

7. ‘To perceive by smell or taste. Ods. exc. dial. 

c12z20 Bestiary 510 Whan he it felen, he aren fa3en. 
a1300 Cursor AL. 3695 (Gitt.) Quen he had felt his smell 
and clath. /é/d. 23456 (Cott.) In this lijf has man gret 
liking. .suete spiceri to fell and smell. c1350 Wl, Palerne 
638 Haue 3e .. feled pe sauor. 1393 Gower Conf. III, 281 








FEEL. 


He shall well felen ate laste, That it is sowre. c¢1460 
Towneley Myst, (Surtees) 43 Com nere son and kys me, 
That I may feyle the smelle of the. 1535 CovERDALE 
Dan, iii. 27. There was no smell of fyre felt vpon 
them. 1575 J. Stitt Gamm. Gurton 3. ii, Vo feele how 
the ale dost tast. 1604 Jas. I Counterdd. (Arb.) 112 By his 
own election he would rather feele the sauour of a Sinke, 
1624 Cart. J. Smitn Virginia 1. 2 They felt a most dilicate 
sweete smell. 1706 W. Storr in Vorksh. Archeol. Frul. 
VII. 5x It was a very Jothsome smell to feell all over the 
lordship. 1782 Sir J. Sincrair Odserv. Scot. Dial. 83 You 
complain much of that tannery, but I cannot say I feel it. 
1846 J. Taytor Upper Canada 101 My conductor exclaiming, 
‘T feel the odour of the spring’. 1861 E. Wavucu Birtle 
Carter's Tale 7 Vhere’s that bit o’ pickle i’ th cubbort.. 
Fotch it eawt, an’ let him feel at it. 1870 Ramsay Nevin. 
(ed. 18) 118, I feel a smell of tea. 1884 Eastern Morn. News 
1g Apr., He felt a nasty smell. 
+8. To perceive mentally, become aware of. 

Obs. [After L. sentive.] Const. as in 6b, c. 

ax000 Riddles vii. 8 (Gr.) Hi pees felad. 1377 LancL. 
P. Pl. B. xv. 29 And whan ich fele pat folke telleb my 
furste name is sensus. @1400-50 Alexander 3257 Pi wale 
gode pat. .fully feld all be fare pat fall suld on erthe. 1463 
Paston Lett. No. 467 11. 126 As I feele hym dispose: 
I schall send your maystreship answer. ¢1470 Henry 
Wallace 1. 435 With full glaid will to feill thai tithings 
true. did. v1. 289 The queyne feld weill how that his pur- 
pos was. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 340/4 Whanne he [Bede] 
felt [Arinted fete] this He reuoked hit in his rectractions. 

9. To be conscious of (a subjective fact); to be 
the subject of, experience (a sensation, emotion), 
entertain (a conviction). 

c1zg0 S, Eng. Leg. 1. 76/196 Grete feblesse he fielde. 
c1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. Prol. 106 In myn herte I feele 
yet the fire, That made me to ryse er yt wer day. ¢1400 
Lanfranc's Cirurg. 88 Panne pe sike man schal fele to greet 
heete & brennynge. ¢ 1435 Vorr. Portugal 2537 Off care 
no thyng. they ffeld. 1535 CoverDALE 2 Chrou. vi. 29 YE 
eny man fele his plage and disease. 1592 Suaxs. Ven. § 
Ad, 311 [She]..scorns the heat he feels. 1634 W. Tirwnyt 
Balzac’s Lett. 309, 1 have not at all felt the emotion 
I shewed. 1717 Pore “lotsa 366 He best can paint ’em 
[woes] who shall feel ’em most. 1798 Frrriar /llust7. 
Sterne ii. 25 Francis I. felt a curiosity to hear his book read. 
1816 Byron Ch. Har. u. |xxxiii, Mankind have felt their 
strength, 1876 J. H. Newman //ist. Sk. 1. 1. i. 44 Timour 
. felt some misgivings about his past course. 

b. with clause, or obj. with infinitive or com- 


plement. 

c1200 Trin. Coll. Hon. 93 Gif he feled pat he is wurde 
perto penne understonde he pat husel. @ 1225 St. Marher.7 
Ne felestu pi flesch al toloken. c1325 Avetr. Hom. 30 He 
asked him hou he him felid. c1325 Song Know Thyself 45 
in Z. £. P. (1862) 131 3if pou fele pe syker and sounde. 
¢1449 Prcock Refr. 243 Ech of these men feelid weel in 
himsilf that he hadde nede for to have help and reuling. 
1583 Hotiysanp Campo di ior 37 Feelest thou thy selfe 
well? c1s90 Martowe /aust. Wks, (Rtldg.) 99/1, I feel Thy 
words to comfort my distressed soul! 1600 E. Biounr tr. 
Conestaggio 42 Feeling himselfe die by degrees. 1732 Pore 
Lp. Cobham. 263 You. . Shall feel your ruling passion strong 
in death. 1771 Mrs. GrirritH tr. Viaud’s Shipwreck 49 
We felt ourselyes warm and comfortable. 1810 BenrHaAM 
Packing (1821) 173 He would. .feel himself running counter 
to that which [etc.]. 1881 C. Ginpon Heart's Problenz iii. 
(1884) 33 Maurice felt his eyes dazzled by a blaze of light. 

e. éntr. (for earlier ref.) with complement. To 
have the sensation of being (what is predicated) ; 
to be consciously ; to regard oneself as. Zo feel 
(guzte) oneself: to seem to oneself to have one’s 
accustomed health or powers. Zo /fcel up to (one’s 
work, etc.) : see UP. 

1816 J. Witson City of Plague 1.1. 89 Now, that your 
soul feels strong, let us proceed. 1847 MArryat Childr. N. 
Forest xvii, I feel indebted to you for the service you have 
rendered me. 1865 Mrs. H. Woop Adcddved Arkell I. ix, 
I don’t feel myself. 1878 Besant & Rice Cedia’s Arb. xl. 
(1887) 295, I, for my part, felt small. 1884 Graphic 30 Aug, 
231/1, I did not feel up to much fatigue. 

d. zztr. with adv. or adj. To entertain a certain 
sentiment, be in a particular frame of mind. Also 
with as tf ——, like. 

«1340 Hamrote Psalter cxxx. 3 St non humiliter sen- 
ciebam .. if i not mekly felyd:; bot i heghid my soul. 
‘That is if i had not meke felyng. 1771 Mrs. Grivritn tr. 
Viaud's Shipwreck 58 While we were asunder, we felt as if 
a limb was wanting. 1801 Sournty 7%alaba 1. iv, She felt 
like one Half-waken’d from a midnight dream of blood. 
1819 SHELLEY CencZ Iv. ii. 8 How feel you to this work ? 
1839 T. Beate. Sperm Whale 174 The captain felt certain 
that he was going to ‘sound’. : 

e. In various expressions, col/og. or velgar. To 
Jeel like (doing something) ; to have an inclination 
for (? orig. U.S.; now common). Zo feed to (do 
something) : (a) to feel or imagine that one does } 
(6) U.S. to feel inclined to do. 

1836 Going to Service xii. 141 People would take liberties 
with her, and I should feel to have to take care of her. 1864 
Bartietr Dict, Amer. 144 To feel to do a thing, 1865 
Grant in Century Mag. Nov. (1889) 142/2, I now feel like 
ending the matter..before we go back. sy A. Forbes in 
19¢ Cent. Dec. 1018 In reading which one feels to hear the 
turmoil of the battle. ; 

10. To have passive experience of, undergo con- 
sciously. + Also zz. const. of (in OE., genitive 
case; see quot. @ 1000 in 6b). 

@i225 Ancr. R. 178 3if eni ancre is bet ne veled-none 
uondunges. @1300 Cursor M. 19372 (Gott.) Pat pai moght 
of na torfer fele. c1300 Beket 2250 Lutel ese he mi3zte 
vele. 1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 304 He wes worth na seyle, 
That We as of nane anoyis feyle. 1393 GowER Con/, II. 32 
So feleth he ful ofte guile [i. e, finds himself deceived], Whan 
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that he weneth siker to stonde. c1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 
106 Let pi neizhebor..of pi frendschupe fele. c1440 Vork 
Myst. x. 78 This is a ferly fare to feele. c1473 Rauf Coilzear 
97 5o fell ane wedder feld I neuer. 1563 J. Pitkincron Bur, 
Paules Ch. A iij, They haue felde great calamities. 1614 
Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 398 Wee fell upon a Cappucine 
novise .. His head had now felt the razor, his backe the 
rodde. 1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 93 [He] had his head 
cut off, and felt a terrible reward for his Apostasie. 1767 
Byron's Voy. r. World 6 The inhabitants feel little incon- 
venience from heat and cold. 1818 SurLtitey Revolt of [slam 
vut. vii. 8 The stings Of death will make the wise his ven- 
geance feel. 1840 F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. \. 5 We felt 
the first influence of the N, E. trade-wind, in lat. 21° N. 

absol. 1548 Hatt Chron. 14 So the comon Proverbe was 
verified, as you have done, so shall you fele. 


11. To be consciously affected in condition by 
(a fact. or occurrence) ; to be sensibly injured or 
benefited by. 

a. simply. +. with obj. and complement. 


1375 Barsour Bruce xu. 13 Thair fais feld thair cummyng 
weill, c¢ 1430 Sy~ Gener. (Roxb.) 756, I wil doo my parte, 
ye shul it fele. a1440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 53 Hym 
3e shall feill most prompte helper In this present perill. 
c1470 Henry Wallace v. 514 He is on lyff, that sall our 
natioune feill. 1883 JZanch. Guardian 18 Oct. 4/7 The 
storm of Tuesday appears to have been felt very severely 
on the Western coasts. 

12. transf. and fig. Of inanimate objects: To be 
influenced or affected by; to behave as if conscious 


of. Ofaship: Zo feel her helm (see quot. 1867). 

1559 W. CunnINGHAM Cosmogr. Glasse 11 Or descending 
to lowe, th’ earth of heat shall fele the flame. 1591 RALEIGH 
Last Fight Rev. (Arb.)19 The shippe could neither way nor 
feele the helme. 1601 HoLttaAnp Péinxy II. 628 Orites. .will 
abide the fire and feele no harme therby, 161z Bisie Ps. 
Iviii. 9 Before your pots can feele the thornes, he shall take 
them away. 1660 Suarrock Vegetables 12 The lesse of the 
winter the Cabbage. .feels, the more subject ’tis to cater- 
pillars. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 33 The Ships 
do not feel these smaller Waves but only the great ones, 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 448 Earth feels the Motions 
of her angry God. 1732 Pore £ss. Maz 1, 167 That 
never air or ocean felt the wind. 1822 SHELLEY Mausf 1. 
12 The hoar pines already feel her breath. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Feel the helin,'Vo have good steerage 
way, carrying taut weather-helm, which gives command of 
steerage. Also said of a ship when she has gained headway 
after standing still and begins to obey the helm, 

13. To be emotionally affected by (an event or 
state of things). 

1600 E. Biount tr. Conestageio 271 They doe feele with 
greater griefe an other mans profite, then their owne losse. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 1,1 was too young to feel my 
loss. «1774 GoLpsm. £pit. T. Parnedd 3 What heart but 
feels his sweetly moral lay. 1861 M. Partrison ss. (1889) 
T. 38 Rudolf. .felt deeply the tragical loss of his favourite 
son. 1882 Miss Brappon MM?, Royad II, ix. 171 It was her 
candour which he felt most keenly. 

14. intr. To have the sensibilities excited ; esp. 
to have sympathy wzth, compassion for (a person, 
his sufferings, etc.). 

1605 Suaks. Jacd. ty. iii. 7 It resounds As if it felt with 
Scotland. 1613 Beaum. & Fr. Honest Man's Fort. w. ii, 
How heavy guilt is, when men come to feel! 176: 
Cuurcuitt Resczad (ed. 3) 638 ‘Those who would make us 
feel, must feel themselves, 1809 WELLINGTON in Gurw. 
Desp. 1V. 525 No man can see his army perish by want 
without feeling for them. 1815 Byron Stanzas for 
Music, ‘ There's not a zoy’, Oh! could I feel as I have felt 
or be what I have been, 1849 Macautay fist, Eng. II. 
vii. (ed. 5) 213 A moderate party .. had always felt kindly 
towards the Protestant Dissenters. 1893 Speaker 20 May 
557/2 Lhe Archbishop. .and his colleagues feel very strongly 
on the subject of the attack upon the Welsh Church. 

15. Expressing a belief or judgement. Const. 
either with direct object, subord. clause, or obj. 
with complement or infinitive (preceded by /o.) 

ta. generally. To believe, think, hold as an 
opinion. After L. seztere. Obs. 

1382 N. Hererorp, etc. in Lewis Life Wyclif (1820) 257 
We were required to seyne what we felyde of diverse con- 
clusions, c1400 Afol. Loll. 87 Luel pei felid of God, tenting 
to idols. ¢1449 Prcock Refm. 11. xix. 412 Thou3 y feele 
thus, that the clergie, etc. 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 
47 What schulde y thinke or fele of hym more worthior than 
not for to pray for him, 1544 Bate Chron. Sir 7. Old- 
castell in Harl, Misc. (Malh.) I. 260 That I should other- 
wyse fele and teach of the sacramentes. J/dzd. 262 How fele 
ye thys artycle? 

b. Now only with notions derived from other 
senses: To apprehend or recognize the truth of 
(something) on grounds not distinctly perceived ; 
to have an emotional conviction of (a fact). 

1613 Suaks, Hen. VIII, 1. ii. gt Garlands. .which I feele 
I am not worthy yet to weare. 1807 Crapse Par. Reg. 
II. 1, 142 Phoebe .. felt she gave delight. 1853 I. Taytor 
Spir. Despot. vi. 245 They felt that a religion .. demanded 
a watchful control. 1861 Trottore Barchester T. xxxii, 
She felt that she might yet recover her lost ground. JMod. 
The proposed legislation was felt to be inexpedient, 

IIT. 16. Used (like ¢as¢e, sme/7) in quasi-passive 
sense with complement: To be felt as having a 
specified quality ; to produce a certain impression 
on the senses (esf. that of touch) or the sensibilities ; 
to seem. 

1881 Pretriz Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 11. (1586) 92 The hande.. 
feeling to bee rough. 1665 Hooke J7zcrogy. 139 ‘The sub- 
stance of it feels .. exactly like a very fine piece. .of Chamois 
leather. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. mt. (1711) 165 If it feels 
heavy..then we give him more Rope. 1768 J. Byron Vary. 
Patagonia 263 ‘The weather was extremely cold, and felt 
particularly so to us, 1825 A, CALpcLeuGH T77av, S. Amer. 
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II. xvii.185 The air felt chilly, 1844 Lapy FuLLerton Ellen 
Middleton ix, It felt to me as if the air had grown lighter. 
1862 Mrs. Brownine Poenrs, Mother § Poet vi, Then one 
weeps, then one kneels! God, how the house feels! 1885 
E. Garrett At Any Cost iv. 66 Not then could she under- 
stand how it felt to lie wakeful at nights. 

Feel, obs. form of VEAL. 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 275 He mai ete fleisch of .iij. 
daies poudringe & he mai ete feel. 

Feelable (fflab’l), a. [f. Fern v. + -aBir.] 
That may or can be felt. +a. Sensible, perceptible, 
manifest (0és.). b. once-use. That is matter of 
emotion or sensibility. 

c 1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) u. xxviii, By 
dyuers syknes or by felable tourment of the fende. a@1go0o 
Orol, Sap. in Anglia X. 358 Vndir a felable ensaumple I 
schalle 3eue the be misterie of this doctrine. 1530 TmNDALE 
slnsw. More w. xii, He uttereth his feelable blindness. 
1570in Levins Manz/,.114. 1883 Huxtry in Nature XXVIII. 
397 All things /ee/ad/e, all things which stir our emotions, 
come under the term of art. 

Hence Feelably adv., in a feelable manner; 
perceptibly, manifestly (ods.). : 

1375 Sc. Leg. Saints Thomas 392 By bre ensampile 
schawit he Felably quhow ma pis be. ¢ 1440 Hytron Scala 
Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. xx, Vntyll a soule can feleably 
noughte hymself. 

Feeld(e, obs. form of FIELD. 

Feele, var. of FELE a. Obs. many. 


Feeler (fflor1). [f. Frrnv.+-rr1.] One who 
or that which feels. 

1. One who feels or perceives by the senses, es. 
by the touch. 

1526 Piler, Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 258 The smellers or 
felers therof, 1611 SHaks. Cyd, 1, vi. tor This hand .. 
whose touch would force the Feelers soule To’th’oath of 
loyalty. 1674 N. Farrrax Balk § Selv. 47 All hearers deaf, 
all feelers numb. 1840 Taz?’s AZag.V 11. 706, I was one of the 
best feelers of a silk that ever entered Snuggs’ shop, 

2. a. One who is the subject of feeling or emo- 
tion. +b. One who knows (anything) by his own 
feelings (0ds.). @. One who experiences or has to 
bear (something disastrous or painful). 

1611 Worton Let. to Six £. Bacon in Relig. Wotton. (1672) 
399 Of my longing to see you, I am a better feeler than 
a describer. 1779 JoHNSoN Let. to Mrs. Thrale 8 Nov., 
If she be a feeler, I can bear a feeler as well as you. 1814 
Gen. P. Tompson Z-verc. IV. 24 We are to be the main 
feelers of the consequences, 1870 LoweLtt Study Wind, 
“4 He was not a strong thinker, but a sensitive feeler. 

. Biol. One of the organs with which certain 
animals are furnished, for trying by the touch 
objects with which they come in contact, or for 
searching for food; a palp. 

1665 Hooke AZicrogr. 194 There are two other jointed and 
brisled horns, or feelers, in the forepart of the head. 1721 
R. Braptey IVks. Nat, 55 Those Antenz, or Feelers, which 
we observe in Lobsters. 1768 G, WuitTE Sedborne xviii. 
(1789) 52 The upper jaw [of the loach] .. is surrounded with 
six feelers, three on each side. 1774 Gotpsm. Vat. Hist. 
VII. 327 The ant-lion seizes it with its feelers, which are 
hollow. 1843 OwEN Jxzvertebr. An. xili. 155 ‘The mouth [of 
the Cirripedia] is provided with a broad upper lip, with two 
palps or feelers, 1880 W. B, CarrEenTeR in 1947 Cent. No, 38. 
617 Many of these are provided with enormously long and 
delicate feelers or hairs. 

b. trans. and fig. 

1865 Merivace Rom. Emp, VIII. \xvi. 235 Her ships were 
the feelers with which she touched on Greece and Italy. 
1874 Biackie SedfCz2t. 61 [Atheists] can. . fasten their coarse 
feelers upon nothing but what they can finger. 

e. slang, That with which one feels ; the hand. 

18977 Five Vears’ Penal Serv. 259 In 2 week or two a man 
can bring his hooks and feelers into full working trim again, 

4. One sent out to ‘feel’ the enemy; a scout. 
Cf. FEEL v. 3 b. 

1847 Infantry Man. (1854) 105 These patrols must be 
preceded by feelers. 1876 VoyLE Milit. Dict., Heelers. 

b. transf. A proposal or hint put forth or thrown 
out in order to ascertain the opinions of others. 

1830 Gen, P. THomrson /-rerc. (1842) I. 288 The feeler 
which they have put out, 1858 Froupr 7st. Eng, III. xv. 
273 Cromwell had thrown out feelers in the various European 
courts. 1886 ‘H. Conway’ Living or Dead vy, ‘It will cost 
a great deal if I fit them up as I like,’ I said as a feeler, 

attrib, 1889 Pall Mall G. 30 May 6/3 The project has 
gone no further than the feeler circular, 

ce. Racing. A trial race. 

1883 Standard 21 May 2/1 Osborne, journeyed from Man- 
chester..with the express purpose of having a ‘feeler’ on 
Mr. Adrian’s colt. 

Feeless (fr lés), a. [f. Fur sd,2 +-LEss.] With- 
out a fee or fees; not bringing, paying, or yielding 
fees ; not receiving fees. 

1740 SoMERVILLE //obbinol 11. 260 In Shoals they come, 
Neglected feeless Clients. 1825 Lp, Cocksurn J/e, ii. 145 
He could not tell a story without disclosing his power 
[i.e. of mimicry], a feeless faculty. 1848 Lyrton Harold 
vit. v, Feeless went he now from man to man, 1852 Lp. 
Cocxsurn Feffrey 1. 179 His practice..included the whole 
of our Courts, Civil, Criminal, and even ecclesiastical, the 
most fee-less of them all. 1886 Pad/ Mall G, 23 Sept. 2/1 
There is any number of formalities to be gone through, the 
first of which consists in sending the fee-less child home. 
1892 Stay 3 Aug. 1/6 Praiseworthy zeal for a feeless theatre. 


Feeling (ff lin), vd/.sd. [f. Fenn v.+-1ne 1] 
1. The action of the vb. FEEL in various senses ; 
an instance of the same. Chiefly gerzndzal. 


¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirure. 140 In pis ben yvel signes .. 
crampe to schite wipoute felynge & unmovablete of alle be 
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membres, 1611 Biste ZA. iv.1g Who being past feeling 
haue giuen themselues ouer vnto lasciuiousnesse. 1791 
BoswE LL Johnson an. 1752, Love is not a subject of reasoning, 
but of feeling. 1805 Med. ¥rni. X1V. 14 From the first 
feeling of a febrile attack. 1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 
(1844) 44 The horse must be kept attentive by a light 
feeling of the bridle. 
attrib, 1754 A. Murrny Gray's Inn Frnl. No. 66: These, 
in their Feeling-hours ‘of Distress, are reported to have 
reproached themselves with their Folly. 
+b. Lz (the) feeling: =‘to the feel’ (see FEEL 
5b. 3). Obs. 
c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 305 Whanne it is not hoot in 
felinge. 1577 B. Goocre Hereshach’s Hush. 11, (1586) 128 
His hide not hard, or stubborne in feeling. 1662 J. Davirs 
tr. Mandelslo’s Trav, 155 It is.of a reddish colour, as 
smooth, and slippery in the feeling as soap. 1669 Sturmy 
Mariner's Mag, v. xii. 65 The harder the Corns of Powder 
are in feeling, by so much the better it is. : 
ec. attrib, (Cf. FEEL v. 5.) ‘ 
@ 1849 Sir R. Witson L7/ (1862) I. ii. 67 So soon as the 
Austrian Hussars had fired with their skirmishers a few 
feeling shot. a Bes 
2. The faculty or power by which one feels (in 
sense 6 of the vb.); the ‘sense of touch’ in. the 
looser acceptation of the term, in which it includes 
all physical sensibility not referable to the special 
senses of sight, hearing, taste, and smell. 
c1175 Lamb, Hom. 75 Hore blawing, hore smelling, heore 
feling wes aliattret. c1230 Hali Mezd. 13 Hire fif wittes, 
sihde & heringe smecchunge & smealunge & euch limes 
felunge, c1340 Cursor M,. 17018 (Fairf.) Heryng, speche, 
sight, smellyng & felyng are wyttes v. 1398 TReEvisa 
Barth. De P, R.1. ix. (1495) 55 The spyryte of felynge is 
shedde in to all the body. 1535 CovERDALE 2 Azgs iv. 
31 There was nether voyce ner felynge. 1601 HoLtanp 
Pliny x. \xxi. 306 ‘There is not a living creature... but hath 
the sence of feeling, although it have none else. 1669 
A. Browne Avs Pict, (1675) 65 Finally by the feeling, we 
touch cold and hot, moist and dry, 1712 Appison_ S#ect: 
No, 411 P rt The Sense of Feeling can indeed give us a Notion 
of.. Shape. 1727 A, Hamitton New Acc. EL. Ind. 11. xli. 
tog The Elephant would find out the Gold among the 
Lead, by the nice Feeling of his Proboscis, 1828 Stark 
Elem. Nat. Hist. 1. 30 A hoof .. blunts the feeling, and 
renders the foot incapable of seizing. 1871 R. ELtis 
Catullus \xiv. 189 Yet from grief-worn limbs shall feeling 
wholly depart not. 
b. A physical sensation or perception through 
the sense of touch or the general sensibility of the 


body. 

¢ 1380 Wyctir Ser. Sel. Wks. II, 10 Wib pis felyng of bis 
womman God 3af hir witt to prophecie bus. 1614 RALEIGH 
Hist. World iii. § 7. 45 The ayre is so thinne, that it is not 
sufficient to beare vp the body of a bird hauing therein no 
feeling of her wings. 1805 AZed. Fru. XIV. 242 It is often 
difficult. .to describe on paper every feeling and appearance 
we notice. 1851 CARPENTER Jaz, Phys. (ed. 2) 572 A feeling 
of some of the corporeal changes taking place within them- 
selves. 1884 tr. Lotze’s Metaph. 524 That feeling which 
instructs us respecting the position, the movement, and the 
amount of exertion of our limbs. 

+3. Passive experience; sensible proof; know- 
ledge of an object through having felt its effects. 

1526 TinpaLe Row. v. 4 Pacience bryngeth felynge, 
felynge bryngeth hope. 1630 A. Fohnson's Kingd. & 
Commw, 100 Spaine both knowes us, and hath of late had 
some feeling of us. 

4. The condition of being emotionally affected ; 
an instance of this; an emotion. Often specialized 
by of with fear, hope, etc. 

c1400 Test, Love 1.(1532) 327/1 Al my passyons and felynges 
weren loste, 1600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 11. 392 The which 
with great feeling, and contentment having understood. .he 
instituted a Synod. 1632 J. Haywarptr. Biondi's Eromena 
28 He felt in his heart .. a .. conceit or feeling offeare. 1639 
tr, Du Bosq’s Compl. Woman u. t3 Separation is so often 
made without any feeling. 1678 Butter Hz. 1m. ii. 1685 
Fear that keeps all Feeling out As lesser pains are by the 
Gout. 1814 Scotr Way, 1xi, Feelings more easily con- 
ceived than described, 1839 T. Beate Sperm Whale 281 
From that moment a feeling of hopelessness ran through 
us. 1856 Froupr Hist. Exg, (1858) I. v. 463 All classes .. 
were agreed in one common feeling of displeasure, 1877 
FE. R. Conver Bas. Faith i. 13 Religious feelings differ 
from other feelings by their nature and by their object. 

b. p/. in collective sense. Emotions, suscepti- 
bilities, sympathies. 

1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr. Viand's Shipwreck 4 They need 
none of these heightenings to interest the feelings of my 
friend. 179t Mrs. Ravciirre Rom. Forest x, She tried to 
command her feelings so as to avoid disturbing the family. 
1804 Netson Le##. (1814) II. 57 Do not hurt my feelings 
by telling me that I neglect any opportunity, 1828 J. W: 
Croker C. Papers (1884) I. xiii. 404 All my time being em- 
ployed in assuaging what gentlemen call their feelings. 1850 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. vii, Both saw the absolute 
necessity of putting a constraint on their feelings. 

5. Capacity or readiness to feel ; susceptibility to 
the higher and more refined emotions ; esp. sensi- 
bility or tenderness for the sufferings of others. 
Good feeling: kindly andequitable spirit. 

1588 Suaxs. LZ. L. L. 1v. ii. 80 We thankfull should be 
Which we of taste and feeling are, for those parts that doe 
fructifie invs more then he. r600 E. Biount tr. Conestaggio 
44 Who if he had any feeling of a man, should [etc.]. 
1622 Bacon Hen. VII 33 Their king ,. out of a Princely 
feeling, was sparing, and compassionate towards his Sub- 
jects. 1731 Swirt Let. to Gay 10 Sept., She has .. not one 
grain of Feeling, 1782 Hume Ess. § Treat. (1777) 1. 4 The 
delicacy of his feeling makes him sensibly touched. 1796 
Jane Austen Sense § Sens. xv. (1852) 63 Is he not a man of 
honour and feeling? 1802 Mar. EpGewortu Moral T. 
(1816) I, xvii. 142 He thinks I have no feeling. . 1848 
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Macautay //ist. Eng. 11. 89 The Church of England was 
saved from this outrage by the good sense and good feeling 
of the pope. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lawifps il. § 19. 49 A woman 
of feeling would not wear false jewels. 

6. Pleasurable or painful consciousness, emotional 
appreciation or sense (of one’s own condition or 
some external fact). 

c1400 Rom. Rose 6449 Who so hath in his felyng The 
consequence of such shryvyng. 1605 SHaks, Lear lv. vi. 
287, 1. .haue ingenious feeling Of my huge Sorrowes. 1638 
Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. 1. 69 The feeling I have of the 
courtesies received from him. 1683 D. A. Art Converse 56 
You would easily be wrought into some feeling of your 
folly in this point. 1705 SranHorEr Paraphr. 11. 296 ‘They 
have already sufficient feeling of their disease. 1814 
D'Israeut Quarrels Auth. (1867) 379 He was .. too con- 
scious of his superiority to betray a feeling of injury. 1828 
Scorr F. M. Perth ii, Vo encourage with a feeling of safety 
those whom [etc.]. 1874 Mickteruwaire Mod, Par. 
Churches 30 The feeling of perfect equality inside the 
church. x ; 

7. What one feels in regard to something ; emo- 
tional attitude or opinion, sentiment. + In early 
use (cf. Fret v. 15a): Opinion. 

c1449 Precock Repr. 87 The disturblaunce and dyuerse 
feelingis had among 3ou silf now in Ynglond. c¢1450 
tr. De Imitatione 1. ix, Wherfore truste not to muche in 
thin ovne felyng, but desire gladly to here obir mennys 
felinges. 1760 Gotpsm. C7t. W. xxxviii, If we survey 
a king not only opposing his own feelings, but reluctantly 
refusing those he regards. 1771 Mrs. Grirritu tr. Viauad's 
Shipwreck 236, 1 communicated my thoughts and feelings 
to Mr. Wright. 1828 D'Isrartt Chas. /, I. v. 120 The 
feelings of the Romanists were sadly put to the test by 
a circumstance which now occurred. dd. II. xi, 287 The 
feelings of two ages attest the greatness of Hampden’s 
name. 1863 Mrs. CartyLe Left. III. 186 You know my 
feelings about religious excitement-ecstatics, 1874 GREEN 
Short Hist. viii. § 10.577 Cromwell bowed to the feeling of 
the nation. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) V. 7 They have the 
feelings of old men about youth. : 

b. ¢ransf. Of a language: Instinctive preferences 
of expression, 

1875 Jowett Pla/o (ed. 2) I. p. xv, The feeling of the 
modes language is more opposed to tautology. 

ce. In commercial use, Feeling (of the market): 
the degree of readiness to buy prevailing amongst 
traders, 

1888 Daily News 11 July 2/7 An improved feeling is also 
perceptible in ropes, 

8. In objective sense: The quality or condition 
which is felt to belong to anything; the impression 
produced by it upon a person. 

1593 SHAKsS. Rich, J/, 1. ili, 301 The apprehension of the 
good, Giues but the greater feeling to the worse. 1884 W. 
C. Smitu Kildrostan 45 He nigh lost his wits ere morning 
.-So weird-like was the feeling of the place. 

9. Psychol. a. By some writers (e.g. Brown, J. 
Mill, J.S. Mill) used for ‘a fact or state of conscious- 
ness’, b. By others as a generic term comprising 
sensation, desire, and emotion, but excluding per- 
ceptionand thought. e. After Kant’s use of gefiih/, 
restricted to the element of pleasure or pain in any 
mental state, d. An intuitive cognition or belief 
neither requiring nor admitting of proof. 

1739 Hume Treatise 1. 1v. § 41, 513 Tho’ bodies are felt 
by means of their solidity, yet the feeling is a quite different 
thing from the solidity. c18z0 Brown Lect. Philos. xi, (1838) 
71 Consciousness .. is only a general term for all our feelings, 
of whatever species these may be,—sensations, thoughts, 
desires ;—in short, all those states or affections of mind in 
which the phenomena of mind consist. J/éd, xxvi. (1838) 
166/2 The feelings of extension, resistance, joy, sorrow, fra- 
grance, colour, hope, fear, heat, cold, admiration, resentment. 
1836-7 Hamitton Lect, Metaph. (1859) 1. xi. 186 This division 
of the phenomena of mind into the three great classes of the 
Cognitive faculties,the Feelings, or capacities of Pleasure 
aot. Pain,—and the Exertive or Conative Powers .. was 
first promulgated by Kant, /d7d. II. xli. 492 The first grand 
distribution of our feelings will, therefore, be into the Sensa- 
tions,—that is the Sensitive or External Feelings; and into 
the Sentiments,—that is, the Mental or Internal Feelings. 
1841-2 — in Keza’s Wks, 760 Feeling is a term preferable to 
Consciousness. .in so far as the latter does not mark so well 
the simplicity, ultimacy, and incomprehensibility of our 
original apprehensions, 1846 MILL Logic 1. iii. § 3. 66 Feel- 
ing, in the proper sense of the term, is a genus, of which 
Sensation, Emotion, and Thought, are subordinate species, 
1855 Bain Senses § nt. 1. i. § 3 The presence of Feeling is 
the foremost ..mark of mind, 1871 TynpaLL Fragm. Sc. 
(1879) II. xv. 375 Feeling appeared in the world before 
knowledge, 1875 Jowrtr P/a/o (ed. 2) 1V. 14 Feeling is 
not opposed to knowledge, and in all consciousness there 
is an element of both, 1892Sutty The Human Mind iv, I. 
64 The term feeling. .in a stricter sense is confined to those 
modes of consciousness which are in a peculiar sense affec- 
tions of the subject, and which do not, in the same direct 
way as our thoughts and volitions, involve a clear reference 
to objects, /ézd. xiii. Il. 1 We include under the head of 
feeling all psychical states or phenomena so far as they have 
the element or aspect of the agreeable and disagreeable. /d7d, 
8 The proposition that feeling as such has no quality (apart 
from the feeling-quality itself, agreeableness, disagreeable- 
ness) is held by most psychologists. 

10. In Fine Art; cf. senses 4-6. a. Painting. 
(see quot, 1854). b. Archit. The general tone of 
a building or style of architecture ; the impression 
produced on a spectator. 

1854 Farruott Dict. Terms Art, Feeling, that visible 
quality in a work of Art which forcibly depicts the mental 
emotion of the painter, or which exhibits his perfect mastery 
over the materials of Art. 1859 Jepnson Brittany v. 52 
A favourable example of Renaissance, retaining as it does 





136 


much Gothic feeling. 1874 MuicktetHwaite Mod. Par. 
Churches 10 If the whole feeling of a building leads up to 
one point. : 

ec. Of a musical performer: Sympathetic ap- 
preciation of the emotional purport of a composi- 
tion, manifested in the manner of rendering. 

1824 Byron Yvan xvi. xli, The circle .. applauds .. the 
tones, the feeling, and the execution. 

Feeling ({flin), Af/. a. [f. as prec. + -ING .] 
That feels. 

1. a. That is the subject of sensation ; sentient. 
b. Capable of sensation ; sensitive. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. (MS, A) 174 In pe heed perof 
is fleisch pat is felynge. ¢ 1430 /7ymns Virg. (18€7) 19 Wib 
beestis, feelinge lijfhaue we. 1548-77 Vicary A naz. iv. (1888) 
31 Seuen payre of sensatiue or feeling senews. 1602 CAREW 
Cornwall 6a, Then passe on to those things, of growing, 
and feeling life, which upon her face doe relieue themselues, 
1867 M. Arnotp Youth §& Calm Poems 1877 1. 24 For 
feeling nerves and living breath. /vansf. 1680 Orway 
Orphan i. vii, The feeling Ayr's at rest. : 

2. Affected by emotion ; accessible to emotion ; 
sympathetic, compassionate. 

1618 E. Exton Row, vii. (1622) 494 Let them with feeling 
hearts magnifie the Name of the Lord. 1639 Busy Wills 
(1850) 179, I haue bene, am, and ever shalbee, a feeleing 
member. 1772 Ann. Reg. 194/2 The whole demeanor. .did 
honour to them as feeling men, and peaceable citizens. 1854 
J. S. C. Appotr Nafoleon (1855) 1. xiv. 243 Bonaparte, apart 
from politics, was feeling, kind, and accessible to pity. 

b. Of language, manner, etc. : Indicating emo- 
tion or sensibility. 

1886 Sipney Arcadia Wks. (Grosart) II. 61 Thy wailing 
words do much my spirit moue, They uttered are in such 
a feeling fashion. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 111. ii. 15 His feeling 
wordes her feeble sence much pleased. 1737 //7st. Clorana 
77 This discourse was too feeling for Bellmont to bear much 
longer. 1799 SHERIDAN Przarro iv. i, A feeling boldness in 
those eyes assures me that [etc.]. 1880 Mrs. Rippett J7j'st. 
Palace Gard. xiv. (1881) 135 He could not have used more 
feeling language. 

3. In quasi-passive sense: That is deeply or 
sensibly felt or realized, heart-felt, acute, vivid. 

1530 TINDALE Azsw. AZore Wks. (1573) 250/1 God hath.. 
geuen them a feeling faith of the mercy that is in Christ 
Jesu. 1556 J. Heywoop SAider § F. lili. 31 It was to him, 
a feeling greefe of grudge. 1605 Suaks. Lear tv. vi. 226. 
1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biond:’s Eromena 150 Knowing now 
by a feeling experience, her fathers reasons to be true. 1706 
Cipper Perollat, It isa feeling Pleasure With such Excesses 
to afflict thy Soul. 1721 SourHErNE Ovoon. v. iv, I hada 
feeling [ed, 1696 living] sense Of all your royal favours. 

Feelingless (fflinlés), a. [f. Frrnine v0/. sb. 
+-LESS.] Without feeling ; devoid of feeling. 

1821 Blackw. Mag. VIII. 622 Of savage Windram, 
feelingless and fierce. 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 303 
For some time his [Turner’s] work is, apparently, feeling- 
less, 1876 H. Spencer Princ. Sociol. (1877) 1. 479 Feelingless 
units and units which monopolize feeling. 

Hence Fee'linglessly adv. 

1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. 1. xii. § 15 Such expres- 
sions are not ignorantly and feelinglessly caught up. 

Feelingly (f7linli), adv. [f. Frntine f#/. a. 
+ -LY 4.] 

+1. Consciously. Ods. 

cx440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. iii, All 
chosen Soules. .hathe trouthe in cryste. .openly and felyngly 
as .. wyse men haue, or elles generally as chyldren haue. 

+2. With just perception, understandingly, sen- 
sibly ; appropriately, to the purpose, Ods. 

1382 Wycuir “cclus, xiii. 27 He spac felendely [L. sensate] 
‘or wisely’ weel. ¢ 1386 CHAucer Ant.'s 7. 1345 Who most 
felyngly speketh of love. 1555 WaTREMAN //ardle Hacions 
App. 306 Sensibly to giue the meaninge of those infinite 
threasoures with suche wordes as falle moste felinglie for 
them. 1601 SHaxs. 7wel. NV. ut. iii. 172 He shall finde 
himselfe most feelingly personated. 1630 2. Yohnson’s 
Kingd. § Commw. 628 The ancient exprobration of the 
Britons against the Romans ..cannot more feelingly be 
applied than unto these Indian Spaniards, 1646 S. PaGE 
in Spurgeon 7veas. Dav. Ps, li. 8 The pain of the affliction 
exprest so feelingly in the breaking of bones, . 

3. With emotion ; in a manner manifesting emo- 
tion. 

1593 Suaks. Lucy. 1492 Here feelingly she weeps Troys 
painted woes. @1679 Hoxspes 2’/er. 11. vii, (1681) 108 By 
speaking Feelingly; that is, with such Passion as is fit for 
the matter he is in. 1713 STEELE Guardian I. No. 44? 5 
The whole assembly seemed to condole with me very 
feelingly. 1807 G. Cuatmers Caledonia 1, 11. vii. 381 The 
bard speaks feelingly of the wretchedness of his age. 1839 
Yrowe tt Anc. Brit, Ch. Pref. (1847) 5 He feelingly deplores 
the miserable state of his country. 

4. By or from actual personal feeling, knowledge, 
or experience. 

a 1534 More De Quat. Noviss. Wks. 76/2 Which if we.. 
so feelyngly perceyued as we myght [etc.]. a1618 RALEIGH 
Advice of Son in Rem. (1661) 118 In your Soul shall you 
feelingly find these terrible fears. 1834 Sournry Doctor xi. 
(1862) 30 No man knows the value of time more feelingly 
than I do, 1885 J. Bonar Malthus 1. i, 23 He wrote feel- 
ingly, as he had the malady [toothache] at the time of writing. 

+ 5. Sensitively. Obs. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 319 A people feelingly alive 
to every thing that could affect the rights for which they had 
been contending. 1806 Mercatre in Owen Wellesley’s 
Desf. 808, 1 would wish to see our government feelingly 
alive to points of honor, 1806 W. ‘TayLor in Robberds 
Mem, II, 125 You seemed to me ,. to shiver in the breeze 
too feelingly. 

In such a manner as to be felt or to leave an 
impression behind. 








FEEROR, 


1413 Lypc. Pylon. Sowle iv. xxvi. (1483) 72 Also I may 
seye more felyngly to thyne experyence as seynt austyn 
techeth. 1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1313/1 Thoughe 
it bee .. ethe inoughe for any manne to saye the worde .. 
yet is it harde for many a man to let it fal felyngly, and 
sincke downe depe into his hert. 1600 Suaxs, A. Y. LZ. 1. 
i. rx These are counsellors That feelingly perswade me 
what lam. «a1657 R. Lovepay Le?t. (1663) 69 J. W.’s sick- 
nesse .. does affect me as feelingly as can be requir’d from an 
unbiass’d friendship. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxviii. (1856) 
231 But a breeze..never failed to persuade us, and that 
feelingly, that the mercury was honest. 

Feelless (fzl,lés), a. Sc. rare. [f. FEEL sd. + 
-LESS.] Without feel or feeling, insensible. 

1820 Marmaiden of Clyde xxi, in Edin. Mag. May 423, 
I..feelless lay, while the laidlie droich Perform'd his lord’s 
commands. 

+ Fee'lsome, a. Ods.rare. [f. Fret + -SoME.] 
Attractive to the feeling or sense ; in quot. Tasty. 

c1440 York Myst. x\vi. 136 Haile! floure fresshe florisshed 
pi frewte is full felesome. 

+Feeman. ds. [f. Frx sd.2 
+-Man]. A vassal. 

1817 Will of Grigge (Somerset Ho.), One of the Feemen 
wt our soveraigne Lord® the Kyng. 

Hence Fee*manly, as befits a vassal. 
ship, the state or condition of a vassal. 

1509 in Walbran Mem. Fountains Abbey (Surtees Soc.) 233 
And also he shall kepe upon the saide graunge, trewly and 
femanlye, Ix kye.. His office or service of husbandry and 
femanshipe. 

Feem(e, var. of Frmz, Obs., woman. 

Feen, Feend(e, obs. ff. Fen, Firnp. 

Feeoffee: see FEOFFEE. 

Feer (fz) 5b.1. Only AZZ. and Sc. Forms: 
3 feor, 8— Sc. fiar, fier, feer. [ME. feor a. OF. 

Jeor, feur, fuer fixed price, standard; L. foram (in 
class. L. market). 

+1. A price. Ods. 

a 1228 Ancr. R. 398 Setefeor o dineluue. a1240 Wohunge 
in Cott. Hom. 287 3if pat i mi luue bede for to selle and 
setle feor per upon swa hehe swa ich eauer wile. ¢1320 
Cast. Love 1091 3if pou wilt him bugge to his feore. 

2. Sc. See quot. and Friars, 

18.. Jamieson, Yer, Heer, a standard of any kind. Yarn 
is said to be spun 4y, i.e. beyond, zhe fev, when it is drawn 
smaller than the proper thickness, 

+ Fever, 50.2. Obs. rare. Seealso Friar. ff. 
Fre v.+-ER!,] One who fees or gives a fee to 
another. 

1583 StusBEes Anat. Abdus. u. (1882) 34 They are..in fee 
with the Drapers, that if a man come to them to desire 
them to helpe them to buy a piece of cloth... they will 
straightway conduct them to their feer, 

Feer (ffo1), 56.3 Mining. [f. FEE v.2+-ER1.] 
One who fees or loads up the coal. 

1883 GresLry Gloss. Coal Mining, Feer. 

+ Feer, fere, a. Obs. rare. [a. OF. fer, fier 
(mod.Fr. fier.) = Pr. fer, It. and Sp. frero:—L. 

Jer-us: see Firrce.] Bold, fierce ; proud. 

1378 Sc. Leg. Saints, Eufemia 141 Pe Juge fel & fere. 
— Tecla 217 Syne come a lyone fel & fere. c1380 
Sir Ferumb. 329 A kny3t ful feer. J/d7d. 414 Roland ys.. 
so coraious & so fere. ¢1450 Guy Warw. (ch 1428 He was 
a bolde man and a fere. 

Feer (fz, fie), v. Forms: 5 fere, 8-9 feer, 
9 Sc. feir. [Perh. (as suggested by Jamieson) repr. 
OE. /yrian to make a furrow (:—*/urhjan), f. furh 
Furrow sé.; for the phonology cf. bets, beere as 
variants of Brrr.] 

“To mark off the breadth of every ridge (of land) 
for ploughing, by drawing a furrow on each side 
of the space allotted for it’ (Jam.). 

ce 1400 York Manual (Surtees) 224* Yee shale praye for all 
lande tilland and lee ferand. 1862 J. Witson arming vi. 
206 This operation—called in Scotland feiring the land—is 
usually entrusted to the most skilful ploughman on each 
farm. 1881 Lezcestersh. Gloss. s.v., To feer land, is to set 
it out as it is intended to be ploughed. 

Feer(e, obs. form of Frar. 

Feer(e, var. of FERE sb., Obs. companion. 

Feering, v0/. sb. [f. Fpur v.+-1ne1.] The 
action of the vb. FrER; also aftrzd, 

1799 J. Robertson Agric. Perth 248 The feering of a 
gathered ridge. 1862 J. Witson Farming ‘vi. 206 This 
feiring is only required when a process of fallowing .. has 
obliterated the former ridges. /é7d., The ploughman.. 
erects his three or more feiring poles perfectly in line, at a 
distance from the fence equal to half the width of the ridges 
or spaces in which it is proposed to plough the field. 

b. concr. One of the rectangular spaces of land 
between the furrows; a land. 

1846 J. Baxter Libr, Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 257 Spaces 
for ploughing, called feerings, of generally thirty yards in 
width are marked off. 1851 Frn/. R. Agric. Soc. X11. 1. 125 
In Scotland the land is ploughed. .in broad feirings of various 
dimensions. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Feer- 
ene spans of ploughed land from eight to more yards in 
width. 

+Fee'rness. 
Boldness, pride. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 20 For now it is tyme to clothe you.. 
with the cotes of armes of youre auncien feernesse. 

+ Feeror. Ods. In 8 fearer, -or. [aphet. f. 
of AFFEEROR.] = AFFEEROR. 

71x W. Storr in Vorksh. Archexol. Frnl. VII. 55 Fines 


are assessed by the steward .. assisted by two..‘ fearers’ or 
‘fearors’, 


Also feman. 


Feeman- 


Obs. rare. {. [FEER a. +-NESS.] 


FEERY-FARY. 


Feers, obs. form of FIERCE a. 

Feerth(e, obs. form of Fourrs. : 

+Feery-fary. Ods. Sc. Forms: 6 fery fary, 
fe(i)rie farye, fiery fairy, 7 feery fary, 8 fearie- 
fairy. [reduplicated form of Fary.] ‘ Bustle, 
confusion ’ (Jam.). 

1535 Stewart Croz. Scot, III. 109 The ferie farye .. Wes 
maid that tyme at mariage of our king. 1597 MonTGOMERIE 
Cherrie § Slae 252 Quha reft me, and left me In sik a feirie- 
farye. 1641 R. Bamurn $Fral, & Lett, (1775) I. xxviii. 285 
Chamber and table discourse, for argument, flum-flams, and 
fearie-fairies, could not be treasons. a 1724 Battle of Harlaw 
ii, in Zvergreen (1761) I. 78 All Folks war in a fiery fairy. 

Fee:-si'mple. Zaw. [a. AF. fee-simple (Little- 

ton); see Frr sd.2 and SmpLe; in Anglo-Lat. 
Seodum simplex or purum, in AF. fee pur. The 
combination is not found in continental use; it 
seems to have been intended to denote a ‘ fee’ in 
the unqualified sense of the word, as opposed to a 
FEE-TAIL. J 

An estate in land, etc. belonging to the owner 

and his heirs for ever, without limitation to any 
particular class of heirs. JZ /ce-stmple: in ab- 
solute possession. 
_ 1463 Bury Wills (1850) 31 The seid lond to remayne to me 
infysympill. 1523 FirzHers. Surv. 12 b, Tenauntes in fee 
symple. 1577 NorTHsrooke Décing (1843) 115 It causeth 
manie of them .. to bring their fee simple into fee single. 
1593 Suaks. 2 Hen, VI, tv. x. 27 Heere’s the Lord of the 
soile come to seize me for a stray, for entering his Fee- 
simple without leaue. 1667 Pepys Diary (1879) IV. 260 
Unless we could buy the fee-simple of it. 1767 BLAcksTONE 
Commz, 11. 104 Tenant in fee-simple .. is he that hath lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, to hold to him and his heirs 
for ever. 1849 Bricut SA, Burden on Land 15 Mar., A rise 
in the value of the fee-simple of an acre. 

transf. and fig. 1601 SHaxs, Al/’s Well 1. iii. 311 He 
will sell the fee-simple of his saluation. 1621 Burton Axat. 
Mel, 11. iv. 1, iii. (1651) 661 They are the true heirs, have 
the Feesimple of heaven by a peculiar donation. 41781 
Cowrer Conversation 590 Is sparkling wit..The fixed fee- 
simple of the vain and light? 1880 Mrs. Lynn Linton 
Rebel of Family \.iv, Here were four women, of any one 
of whom he had the fee simple. 

b. attrib. (it. and fig.) as fee-simple-blood, 
-estate, -ground, -land, -purchase, -wits. 

1463 Bury Wills (1850) 31 Fysympil grownd. 1607 Hey- 
woop Fayre Mayde Wks. 1874 II. 47 Their own feesimple 
wits. 1639 Drumm. or Hawtn. Challenge Kuts. Err. Wks. 
(1711) 233 We of hereditary and fee-simple blood. 1710 
Lond. Gaz, No. 4723/3 A Fee Simple Estate. .inclosed with 
Quick Fences. 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon (1813) 308 
Fee-simple purchase of 140 acres. 

Feet, pl. of Foor. 

Fee:-tail. Zaw. [a. AF. fee taz/é (the final ¢ 
being dropped as in some other legal words) = 
Anglo-L, feudum talliatum; the second word is 
the pa. pple. of OF. fazer (mod.F. fazller) lit. ‘to 
cut’, whence, to fix precisely, limit.] 

An estate of inheritance entailed or limited to 
some particular class of heirs of the person to 
whom it is granted; a limited fee. /ee-tazl 
expectant; see EXPECTANT a. 3. 

[1294 Vear-bk. 21-2 Edw. J (Rolls) 365 Feodum talliatum. 
Ibid. 641 La ou home feffe un autre en fee pur e nent de fee 
tayle.] 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 9 § 2 Londes. .not being his 
owne enheritaunce. .in fe taille. 1602 2nd Prt. Return fr. 
Pernass, w. ii, (Arb.) 52 Nay thats plaine in Littleton, for if 
that fee-simple, and the fee taile be put together, it is called 
hotch-potch, @1618 Rateicu in Gutch Cold, Cur. 1. 78 In 
his demesn, as of fee-tail. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 27b, Tenant 
in Fee Tayle. 1741 T. Ropinson Gavelkind v. 78 In Fee or 
Fee-Tail expectant on an Estate for Life or in Tail. 1817 W. 
Setwyn Law Nisz Prius (ed. 4) IL. 1115 Whether he had &n 
estate in fee, fee-tail, or for life, 1831-2 Act 2-3 Will. IV, 
c. 80 § 3 in Oa & Camb, Enactm, 161 Tenants in fee tail. 

Feetless (frtlés), a. [f. feet, pl. of Foor+ 
-LESS.] Without feet. Cf. FoorLess., 

1605 CAMDEN Remz. (1870) 231 Three feetless Birds, 1639 
Futter Holy War iv. xvi. 196 Mangled, headlesse, hand- 
lesse, feetlesse corpses. 1656 J. SERGEANT tr. 7. White's 
Peripat, Inst. 97 Something like this is the creeping of 
feetlesse Creatures, 

Feetly, obs. form of FEATLY. 

Freeze (f7z), sb. Forms: 4 veze, 6 feas(e, 6-7 
feese, 7 feaze, 7- feeze, 9 U.S. pheese, -ze, [f. 
FEnze v.!] 

1. A rush, impetus; hence, a violent impact. 
Also, arub. Now dal. and U.S. 


1386 Cuaucer Kvt.’s 7, 1127 And there out came a rage 
and such a veze, That it made al the gate for to rese, 
1592 WyRLEY Armorie 50 They light vpon him..and beare 
him downe with mightie feas, 1603 KNoties //7st. Trkes 
(1621) 878 Both their [galleys] beakes were with the feaze 
broken off. 1847 Martner in Whistlebinkie (1890) I1. 165 
Wi' a lick o’ sweet oil an’ a feeze o’ her hand. 1865 Lowe.t 
Lett, (1894) 1. 349 Even the locust’s cry is no longer a mere 
impertinent feeze of sound, 

+b. To fetch or take (one’s) feeze : to take a short 
tun before leaping. Zo take one’s full feeze: to 
start at full speed. Ods. 

1s7t Campion //ist. Tred. 1. ix. (1633) 120 Advising you 
though you have fetched your feaze, yet to look well ere 

ou leape over. 1580 Barer Adv. R 41 To leape, taking 
his race, or fetching his feese, ex procursu salire. 1600 
Ho tanp Livy 1. Ixv. (1609) 87 b, They [the Roman soldiers] 
tooke their full feese, and ran up the hill, 1675 T. Tutty 
Let. Baxter 19 lf a man do but goe back a little to take his 
feeze, he may easily jump over it. 

Vou. IV, 
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2. U.S. chiefly collog. A state of alarm or per- 
turbation, 

1846 WorcestER, Meese, a fit of fretfulness. 1855 LowELL 
Let, in Atlantic Monthly Dec. (1892) 749/2 So I am in a 
feeze half the time. a@1865 Haripurron (Cent. Dict.), When 
a man’s in a feese, there’s no more sleep that hitch. 

Feeze (f7z), v.l Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 1 
fésian, 3-6 fese(n, -yn, 3 sowth. vesen, 5, 7 
feese, -ze, (6 pheeze, 7 feize, pheese), 7 south. 
veeze, veize, veze, 6, 9 fease, south. vease, 6-9 
feaze. [OE. fészan (? also fésan), fistan to drive, 
corresponds to ON. *feysa (mod.Norwegian /vysa, 
Sw. /osa), app. :—*fausjéjan, fausjan. It is pos- 
sible that this word and ON. jika, feyka, of 
similar meaning, are from a Teut. root few, fau, 
differentiated by s and & (pre-Teut. ¢) suffixes. 

Totally unconnected with OE. /ysax (:—*funsjan) to hurry, 
which survived into early ME. as frsen(ii): see Fuse v.1] 

+L. trans. To drive; to drive off or away; to 
make (one) run, put to flight ;°to frighten away. 
Often with away. Also to feeze about. Obs. 

c890 Laws Edward § Guthrum xi, Donne fysie hi man of 
earde. 1014 WuLrstan How, (1883) xxxili. 162 Deet oft on 
sefeohte an fesebtyne. a1300 Signa ante Fudicium 172 in 
£. E. P. (1862) 12 Al be fentis sal. .be ifesid in to helle. 1387 
‘Trevisa Hzgden (Rolls) I. 339 Powder of erbe of bat lond 
i-sowe in ober londes vseb [v.7. vesep] awey wormes. 
e1400 Beryx Prol. 351 Shal I com pen, Cristian, & fese 
a-wey pe Cat? 1548 UDAtt, etc. Hrasm. Par. Luke viii. 
29 He should bee drieuen and feased of the deiuill into 
deserte places. 1577-87 Hotinsuep Chron. II. 10/2 They 
feazed awaie the Irish. 1583 StranyHurst nels 1. (Arb.) 
31 Lyke bees... Feaze away the droane bees with sting, 
from maunger, or hiuecot. 1689 C. MatHer JZenz. Provz- 
dences 62 A Devil would .. make her laugh to see how he 
feaz'd ’em about. 

b. To impel. 

1610 Mirr. Mag., Sir N. Burdet xvi, 480 Those eager 
impes whom food-want feaz’d to fight amaine. 

2. To frighten, put into a state of alarm. 

c1440 Carcrave Life St. Kath, v. 611 Bete hir weel, right 
for hir blaspheme, T’o fese hem alle that troste in hir doctryne. 
1460 Christ's Compl, 471 in Pol. Rel. & L. Poenss (1866) 198 
Ful foule schulde pi foos be fesid If pou my3te ouer hem as 
y ouer bee may. 1887 Kent Gloss., Fease, to fret, worry. 

3. The threat ‘Tl feeze you’ seems to have 
given rise to the following senses: a. vaguely, To 
‘do for’, ‘settle the business of’ (a person). b. 
To beat, flog. 

a. 1596 SuHaks. Tam. Shr. Induct.i. 1 Ile pheeze you infaith. 
1613 Beaum. & Fr. Coxcomd 1. vi, I'll feese you. 1620 
FLETCHER Chances u. i, H’as giv’n me my gzze/us est: I felt 
him In my small guts: I’me sure h’as feez’d me. 

b. 1610 B. Jonson Alch. v. v, Come, will you quarrel ? I will 
feize you, sirrah. 163x Massincer Lmmperor East ww. ii, 
Countryman. Zookers! Had I one of you zingle, with this 
twig I would so veeze you! 1674 J.W[ricut] Aock-Thyestes 
tor Your Toby I'le so feaze with this Rod..That [etc.]. 

Feeze (fiz), v.2 dial. 

1. “rans. To twist or turn with a screw-like 
motion ; to screw. Also with off, on, up. 

1806 A, Douctas Poems 43, | downa feeze my fiddle-string. 
1813 W. Lestie View Nair Gloss., Feeze, to turn a screw 
nail, 

b. fig. To insinuate. 

1813 W. Leste View Nairn Gloss., Meeze, to insinuate 
into unmerited confidence or favour, 1824 JAMIESON s. V., 
One feezes himself into the good graces of another. 

2. intr. for refl. To wind in and out; to hang 
off and on. 

17.. in Ritson Scot. Songs (1794) I. 287 My ewie never 
play’d the like But fees’d [Ax/nted tees’dJabout the barn- 
yard wa’, 

Feff, Feffment: see Frorr. 


Fegary (figéri). dzal. and collog. Also 7 
fagarie, -ary, 7-8 figary, (7 figuary), 8 fleegerie, 
9 fee-, fleegary. [A corruption of Vacary.] 

1. A vagary, prank, freak ; a whim, eccentricity. 

1600 DEKKER Fortunatus Wks. 1873 I. 116 Your body is 
little mended by your fetching fegaries. 1625 SHIRLEY 
Love-tricks 111, v, | have a great desire to be taught some 
of your figaries. 1689 Lady Alimony u. i, in Hazl. Dodsley 
XIV. 289, I know all their fagaries to a hair. 1663 //agel- 
Zum, or O. Cromwell (4672) 60 Caprichio’s of Biennial Par- 
liaments and the like Figaries. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa 
(x8rz) V. 183 The world must stand still for their figaries. 

. Gewgaws, trifles ; fineries in dress. 

1724 Ramsay Love inviting Reason iii, Dinna prefer your 
fleegeries to me, 1808 Mayne S7ller Gun 56 ili. 2 Grave 
dames in a’ their nice feegaries, 1823 TENNANT Card. 
Beaton i. iti, As braw a hizzie, wi’ her fardingales and her 
fleegaries, as ony. y 

Hence Fega‘ry (also flagary), v. intr., to busy 
oneself about trifles in dress. 

1821 H. Duncan Young S. Country Weaver (ed. 2) 45 Did 
I come hame. .to stan’ and look at your flagarying there? 


Feg(e, fegg, Sc. and north. forms of Fic. 

Fegs (fegz). Ods. exc. Sc. and dza/. Forms: 
6-7 feckins, 6-8 fackins, 7-8 faikine,8 feggings, 
9 faikins, 7 fac, feck, 7-9 facks, 8-9 fags, 9 
faags, faiks, feck(s, faix, 8- fegs. [The forms 
here collected are distortions of Fay sd.!, Farru, 
perh. with suffix -Kin(s, frequent in such trivial 
quasi-oaths ; cf. dodyhins, by rlakin.] 

1. As an (unmeaning) sb. in exclamatofy phrases 
expressing asseveration or astonishment. See also 
Treas. 











FEIGN. 


1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. 1. iii, By my fackins. 
1600 Hrywoop 1 Law. 7, 111. i, No, by my feckins! 1610 B. 
Jonson Adch, 1, ii, How! Sweare by your fac? a@x1627 
Mippieton Quzet Life u. ii, By my facks, sir. 16.. Robin 
Hood § Q. Kath. go in Furniy. Percy Folio 1. 42 By faikine 
of my body. a@1654 Wesster & Row ry Cure for Cuckold 
Iv. iti, By my feck. 1726 VansrucH Yourn. Lond. m. i, 
No, by good feggings. 1768 Beattie To Mr. A. Ross v, 
O’ my fegs. 1880 JAMIESON s.v., My faiks! 1884 Chester 
Gloss., Good Fecks ! 

2. As simple asseverative. 

1638 Brome Axtipodes v. iv. Wks. 1873 III. 322 Nay facks 
I am not jealous. 1790 A. Witson 70 W. MZitchell Poet. 
Wks, (1846) 113 Fegs. 1804 ANDERSON Cumbrid. Ball. 104 
Sae faikins we mun hev a sweat. 1863 Tyneside Songs 86 
Faix they’ve got awarnin’. 1875 Sussex Gloss., Why! you 
are smart, fegs! 189: Barrie Little Minister I]. 191 Na, 
faags! it was waur than that. 

Fegue, obs. form of FEAGUE. 

Feid, obs. Sc. form of Fuup sd.1, enmity. 

Feie(n, Feier, obs. forms of Fay v.!, Farr. 

Feigh (féx). zz. Sc. An expression of disgust 
or abomination. Cf. Faueu, Fin. 

1715 Ramsay Christ's Kirk Gr, u. vi, Ye stink o’ leeks, 
O feigh ! i 

Feigh, var. of Fay v.2 

+Feign, sd. Ols. vare—. [f. next vb.] The 
action of feigning; pretence, deceit. In phrase, 
without fergn. 

¢ 1320 Cast. Love 1482 Another that come fro hevyn, with- 
out feyn. ’ 

Feign (fin), v. Forms: 3-7 feigne, feine, 
-yne, 6 feygne, (3 feinyhe, 5 feyn-yn), 3-5 fene, 
(4 feny), 4—7 fain(e, -yn(e, (6 feane), 6-7 faigne 

6 faynd),6—-feign, Sc. 4 fenyhe, 5 fenje, fenye, 
6 fenzie, feinzie, feynge (printed feynze), 7 
fane. Also 4i-feyn. [ME. feznen, fezgnen, ad. 
OF. feindre (pr. pple. fezgn-ant) :—Lat. fingére to 
form, mould, feign, whence Fiction, FicMent. 
Cf. Pr. fenher, finher, Sp., Pg. fngzr, It. jingere.] 

I. 1. ¢vans, In material sense: To fashion, 
form, shape. Ods. exc. as nonce-use after Lat. 

a1300 L, £. Psalter xciii. [xciv.] 9 Pat feinyhes egh, noght 
sees with-al? 1877 L. Morris “fic Hades 1. 71 A dull 
fretful child Crushes its toys and knows not with what skill 
Those feeble forms are feigned. 

ITI. To fashion fictitiously or deceptively. 

2. To invent (a story, excuse, accusation); to 
forge (a document). 

a@1300 Cursor M. 22007 (Cott.) Nathing sal I fene yow 
neu. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 421 Somme feynede a delay. 
1393 Gower Conf. III. 175 Thou hast feigned This tale. 
1430-50 tr. H7gden (Rolls) Il. 373 Somme fables be feynede 
for cause of delectation. 1534 CRANMER in Ellis Ovzg. Ledz. 
Ser. m1, II. 317 All that ever she said was fayned of her owne 
ymagynacion, 1655 Futter Ch, Hist. 1. ii. § 7 As I find 
little, so I will feign nothing. 1736 Butter Avad. I. 1. vil. 
265 There is nothing in the Characters, which would raise a 
Thought of their being feigned. 1790 Patey Hore Paul. 
Rom. ii. 19 Shall we say that the author .. feigned this 
anecdote of St. Paul? 1862 Lp. Broucuam Brit. Const. x. 
128 Fables, feigned by the superstition. .of the people. 

+b. Zo feign (a slander, fault) won, against: 
to allege falsely against, attribute falsely to. Ods. 

1535 Jove Afol. Tindale 1 Sclaunders fayned upon me. 
c1615 Lives Women Saints 31 She fayned her owne falte 
on the chaste yong prince. 1654 tr. MWartinius’ Cong. China 
205 Having feigned many crimes against the Priests. 

+c. To invent, ‘coin’ (a word). Ods. 

1607 TorsELL Your. Beasts (1673) 413 In Germany they 
Call it ‘Pile’ and ‘Zisel’; and of this German word was the 
Latine ‘ Citellus’ feigned. /cd, 101 [see FEIGNED Af4/. a, 2]. 

+d. To contrive (a deception). Ods. 

1690 W. Waker /diomat. Anglo-Lat. 170 They fain a 
wile. .among themselves, : 

. To relate or represent in fiction; to fable. 
Const. with simple complement, with 07. and inf, 
or with sentence as 0/7. Now vare. 

1413 Lyne. Pilger, Sowdle v. viii. (1483) 99 Orpheus was so 
swete an harpoure as the clerkes feynen that [etc.]. @ 1569 
KincEsMytL Godly A dvise (1580) 15 The Poets. .fained there 
were iii She Goddesses in contention for their beautie. 1585 
Jas. I Zss, Poesie (Arb.) 75 Harpyes .. whome the Poets 
feynzeis to represent theuis. 1598 Barcktry Felic. Man 
IL, (1603) 118 Diogenes is fained to see the rich King Croesus 
among the dead. 1642 Futrer Holy § Prof. St. 1. vill. 77 
Well did the Poets feigne Pallas Patronesse of arts and 
armes. c1643 Hower. Lef¢. 11. 34 They faind a Post to 
come puffing upon the stage. 1667 Mitton /. L. x1. 627 
Things.. worse Than Fables yet have feign’d. 1727 Dr For 
Syst. Magic 1. ii. (x840) 41 Atlas. .is feigned by the ancients 
to carry the world upon his shoulders. 1770 LANGHORNE 
Plutarch (1879) I. 65/2 The poets feign of Hercules, that 
only with a club and lion’s skin he travelled over the world. 
1816 J. Witson City of Plague ui. i. 343 Drest is she all in 
white, as Poets feign The angel Innocence, 

+b. absol. and zntr, To make fictitious state- 


ments ; to indulge in fiction. Ods. 

¢ 1384 Cuaucer 1. Fame ut. 388 Oon seyde that Omere 
made lyes, Feyninge in his poetryes. cx1400 Destr. Troy 419 
Ouyd..feynit in his fablis. 1570 B. Gooce Pop. Kingd. 1. 
1s Nor vnaduisedly we speake, nor rashly thereof fayne. 
160% B. Jonson Volfone u. i, He that should write But such 
a fellow, should be thought to faine Extremely. 1636 R. 
James [ter Lance. (1845) 4 If storyes do not faine, bi 

4. (More fully, +o fezgn to oneself.) To conjure 
up (delusive representations) ; to picture to one- 
self, imagine (what is unreal). Now rare. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. Prol. 36 Somme .. Feynen_hem 
fantasies. 1525 TINDALE JZa/?, ix, 15 ee tare hey 
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fain themself no pain. 1578 TimME Caduine on Gen., Cain.. 
feigned to himself so many enemies, as there were men in 
the world. 1608 Br. Hatt Char. Virtues & V., Either 
there are bugs, or he faineth them. 1635 R. N. Camden's 
Hist. Eliz. 1. 32 Some .. feigned unto themselves vain 
dreames. 1674 Owen Holy Spirit (1693) 200 Men have but 
deceived themselves .. when they have feigned a Glory and 
a Beauty of the Church in other things. 1886 Gurney 
Phantasms of Living 1. 499 A sane ..mind.. can feign 
voices where there is silence. 
+b. To imagine, believe erroneously and arbi- 
trarily. Const. with 007. and zuf., or object clause. 
1587 Tottell’s Misc. (Arb.) 227 The soules.. Are not in such 
a place, As foolish folke do faine. 1596 SPENSER /. Q. vi. 
xii. 19 Art thou yet alive, whom dead I long did faine? 
1604 k. G. D’Acosta’s Hist. Indies ut. vi. 137 We faine, 
that some Angell and intellectuall Spirite dooth walk with 
the Comet, 1662 Sticuincri. Orig. Sacr. 1. iv. §11 The 
Straights, where they fained Hercules his pillars to be. 
1728 Newton Chronol. Amended 29 The ancients. . feigned 
that this Island..had been as big as all Europe. 
ce. To assume fictitiously for purposes of calcu- 


lation. arch. or Obs. 

1688 M. Prior Ode Ex. iii. 14 vi, And he too .. Studies 
new Lines, and other Circles feigns. 1812 WoopHousE 
A stron.i. 3 The bounding line of the horizon is feigned to be 
acircle, did. x. 77 It becomes necessary then, to feign an 
observer in the center of the earth, 6 

5. trans. To assert or maintain fictitiously; to 
allege, make out, pretend. Const. + with simple 
obj. or complement (rare), with 0/7. and z#f,, or with 


sentence as 007. 

a1300 E. E. Psalter xciii. [xciv.] 20 Whor sete of wicknes 
sal cleve to pe, Pate feinyhes swinke in bode to be? ¢ 1385 
Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 932 Dido, Feyning the hors y-offred to 
Minerve. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 6x pe kyng 
..wolde..feyne trespas for to byneme hem [Englisshe] here 
money. 1541 Barnes Wks. (1573) 189/1 To faine God to 
bee displeased with your king. 1548 Hatt Chron. 232 b, 
Fayning that he was thycke of hearyng. 1554 Latimer in 
Strype Eccl. Mem. 111. App. xxxiv. 90 That which is 
fayned of many, I for my Parte, take it but for a Papistical 
Invention. 1583 SranyHuRsT Aenezs u. (Arb.) 61 The right 
valeant (whose soon thou art [frizted thwart] feigned) 
Achilles. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xviii, And feigning 
that his doing so was needful to the welfare of the cookery, 
1863 Draper Jntell. Devel. Europe i. 4 [Man] has been 
feigned .. to possess another immaterial principle. 

+6. To put a false appearance upon; to disguise, 
dissemble, conceal. Ods. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 208 She hath her .. body feigned. 
c1400 Destr. Troy 34 Poeyetis .. With ffablis and falshed 
fayned bere speche. /d7d, 253 The ffalshed he faynit vnder 
faire wordes. c1500 Lancelot 2397 The lady fayndit..The 
lowe quhich long hath ben In to her thocht. 1590 SPENSER 
F.. Q.u. iii. 20 Both doe strive their fearefulnesse to faine. 

+7. vefl.a. To disguise one’s sentiments, practise 
dissimulation, dissemble. Also zztr. for reff. Obs. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 186, Vincent 49 Pov feinest pe. 
1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) 2376 Nabeles he fenede him, bat me 
vnder 3ete it no3t. 13.. Leg. Rood (1871) 85 All for noght bou 
feynes be. 1382 Wyciir £cclus. xxiii. 13 If he shul feyne 
(sz dissimudlaverit] he shal trespasen double. c1450 Merlin 
14 When she it sough, she fayned her. 1523 Lp. Berners 
Froiss. I, vii. 6 It was counsailed to the kyng .. hym selfe 
to fayne. 1889 Mirr. Mag., Mortimers xix, Bid them be- 
ware their enmies when they faine. 

+b. To assume a deceptive bearing. Ods. 

c1470 Henry Wallace v1. 208 Quhen Wallace feld thar 
curage was so small, He fen3eit him for to comfort thaim 
all. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 96 Fayne thy self 
to appere outwardly more perfyte. .than thou art. 

8. trans. To make a show of, put on an appear- 
ance of, put on, pretend, simulate, sham; *| to pre- 


tend to utter (words). 

¢1340 HampoLe Prose Tr. 10 Ypocrittes..feyne gud dede 
with-owttene. 1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 344 To fenyhe foly 
quhile is wyt. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 85 Duke 
Edrik .. feynynge a vomet .. seide pat he was seek. 1393 
Gower Conf. I. 181 She feigned wordes in his ere. c¢1400 
Destr. Troy 3597 Fayne euer feire chere. 1598 R. T[orTeE] 
Months Minde Gv, All was fained, ’twas not from the hart. 
1602 Marston Antonio's Rev. v. iii. Wks. 1856 I. 134 Each 
man straines To fainea jocund eye. 1741 M1pDLETON Cicero 
I. v. 385 Escaped death, onely by feigning it. 1791 BosweLt 
Folnson (1816) 1V. 437 The serenity that is not felt, it can 
be no virtue to feign. @1839 Prarp Poems (1864) II. 162 The 
agony Which others feel or feign. 1856 Kane Avct. E xpi, 
IL. vi. 72 They are both feigning sickness this morning. 

b. absol. To practise simulation. 

1612 T. TAyLor Com, Titus i. 2 He seemeth to faine, 
by vttering things clean contrary tohis mind. 167 MiLton 
P. R. 1. 474 It may stand him more in stead to .. feign. 
1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc.(1733) 1. 99 Tho’ she be fair I will 
not fenzie. @1774 GoLpsm. Madrigal 3 Wks. (Globe) 691 
Myra, too sincere for feigning. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley xiii, 
She cannot feign; she scorns hypocrisy. 

9. With vefl. pron. as obj. followed by simple 
complement, +a@s, or ¢o be: To make oneself 
appear, put on an appearance of being. ‘+ For- 
merly in wider use, with the refl. obj. followed by 


inf., that, as that. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 336 He feynede hym somdel syk. 
1340 Hampote Pr. Consc. 4233 He sal hym feyn first als 
haly. ¢1386 Cuaucer Merch. T. 706 Sche feyned hir as 
that sche moste goon. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 59 
A wel false traytour.. pat coupe wel feyne hym self trewe 
frende. 1393 Lancu. P. PZ. C, 1x. 128 Tho .. feynede hem 
blynde. c1400 Maunpey. (Roxb.) xv. 66 A mysdoer .. bat 
. thurgh his enchauntementz feyned him ane aungell. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 97/1 She fayned her alleway to be seke, 
1568 Grarton Chron. II. 204 The Queene .. did feyne her 
selfe that shee would go on pilgrimage, 16x BisLE 2. Sas. 
xiv. 2 Faine thy selfe to be a mourner. 1726 De For Hist. 
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Dewil 1, xi. (1840) 164 Satan made David feign himself mad. 
1859 Smices Sed/-Help iii. 53 To..reconcile myself to it. .is 
more manly than to feign myself above it. 

b. intr. To pretend, make oneself appear. 
Const. Zo with zzf. + Formerly with the same 
constructions as the refl. use above. 

c¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) iii, ro He made signe of etyng 
and feyned as he had etyn. cx14s0 St. Cuthdert (Surtees) 
6344 He feynd als he be toumbe walde kys. 1563-87 Foxr 
A. & M. (1684) II. 79/1 He that hath no Faith, and yet 
faineth or pretendeth to haue. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 11. 1.9 
Feigning .. in every limb to quake Through inward feare. 
1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi's Eromena 6 Fayning to goe 
recreate himselfe .. gave order publikly. 1778 Han. Morr 
Florio u. 185 Yet feigned to praise the gothic treat. 1784 
Un/fort. Sensibility U1. 47, 1 have sometimes feigned sick, 
when I had no other succedaneum for avoiding their 
parties. 1843 Emerson Carlyle Wks. (Bohn) III. 312 Such 
an appeal to the conscience .. as cannot be.. feigned to 
be forgotten. 1865 Dickens J7ut. ry. u. xvi, Tremlow feigns 
to compare the portrait. 

O. To counterfeit, imitate deceptively (esp. a 
voice, handwriting). 

1484 Caxton 4sop u. ix, The wulf .. faynynge the gotes 
voyce sayd. 1590 SPENSER /’, Q.1. vii. 1 Truth, whose shape 
she [deceipt] well can faine. 1797 Mrs. Rapc irre /tadiaxz 
iv, It was not difficult to disguise or to feign a voice. 1847 
Emerson Poems (1857) 213 Feigning dwarfs, they crouch 
and creep. 

+b. To adulterate. Ods. rare. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. v. (1495) 606 The tree 
of aloes is feyned [sophisticatum] wyth a tree that is lyke 
therto in weyght & in knottes. 1614 ‘I’. Apams Devil/s Ban- 
quet 324 Sometimes they faine it [this Balme] with water. 


+c. To pass off (a thing) for something else. 
71393 Gower Conf. I. 17 Lo, how they feignen chalk for 
chese. 

+11. To pretend to make (a pass) or to deal (a 
blow); also adsol. to make a feint. Ods. 

¢ 1386 CHaucer Kut.'s T.1757 He feyneth on his foot with 
atronchoun, 1470-85 Matory Arthur x. xix, Some whyle 
they fayned, some whyle they strake as wyld men. 1632 
J. Haywarp tr. Biondt's Evomena 3 Making with his point 
towards the others face, and faining a passage. . The Prince 
..fained at him divers foynes. ¥ 

+12. Afusic. a. To sing softly, hum an air. b. 
To sing with due regard to the ‘ accidentals ’, which 
the old notation did not indicate. [See Mzszca 
Jicta in Grove Dict. Mus.; cf. also F. par feinte 
‘by the alteration of a semitone’.] Ods. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 153/1 Feynyn yn syngynge, or synge 
lowe. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W.de W.1531) 158b, Not. .feynynge, 
but with a full brest & hole voyce. @1529 SKELTON Comely 
Coystrowne 53 He techyth them .. to solf & to fayne. — 
Bowge of Courte 233 His throte was clere, and lustely coude 
fayne. 1530 Parscr. 548/1 We maye nat synge out .. but 
lette us fayne this songe. 1553 IT. Witson Xhert. 72 He 
feyneth to the lute marveilouse swetely. 

+ III. 13. [After OF. fecndre, se feindre.| intr. 
and reff. To avoid one’s duty by false pretences ; 
to shirk, flinch, hang back. Also with zzf: To 
be reluctant or afraid ¢o do something; to avoid, 
shirk (doing). Ods. 

c1300 K. Adis. 5884 Perdicas feyned noughth, For als a 
wode lyoun he faughth. c1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 
317 Noon of hem..feyned To singe. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 
1734 Feyne 3ow noghte feyntly.. Bot luke 3e fyghte faythe- 
fully. c1400 Rom, Rose 1797 Never this archer wolde feyne 
To shete at me. Jdid. 2996 If I may helpe you in ought, 
I shall not faine. 314.. Lypc. Temple of Glas 996 She me 
constreyned..To 3oure seruise, & neuer forto feyne. ¢1430 
Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 4721 Ye se me feyne neuer a dele. c1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 172 On both parties thus I play, 
and fenys me to ordan The right. 1523-5 Lp. BerNners 
Froiss, 1. eccxiii. 194 b, There they made a great assaut. 
The Englysshmen fayned nat. 1535 STEwarT Cro. Scot. 
I. 566 Exhortand thame..for na fray to fein3ie nor to fle. 


+b. trans. To shirk, avoid fulfilling (a com- 
mand); to ‘ shuffle out of’ (one’s word). Ods. 
c1300 Beket 42 Gilbert .. feignede his word her and ther: 
and ne grantede no3t. ¢1386 CHaucer Clerk's T. 473 Lordes 
hestes mow not ben i-feynit. 


Feigned (féind), Af/. a. Also 5 feynit, Sc. 6 
feinyeat, fenjeid, -it, fei-, feyn3zeit, fein3zed, 
feinyet. [f. prec. +-ED1.] 

+1. Fashioned, formed, shaped. Ods. 
bs 1400 AZol. Loll. 85 His feynar hab hopid in his feynid 

ingis. 

2. Fictitiously invented or devised. 
lated in fiction, fabled. Ods. or arch. 

c 1374 Cuaucer Compl. Mars. 173 This is no feyned mater 
that I telle. c1450 Henryson Mor, Fad, 3 Feinzed Fables. 
1552 Bk. Com. Prayer Communion, Feyned excuses. @1572 
Knox Hist. Ref. Wks, 1846 I. 74 Quhilk reportis ar all.. 
fenzeit, and untrew. 1607 TorseLL Four-7. Beasts (1673) 
tor A peculiar voyce which the French call by a feigned 
word, ‘Reere’. 1623 Liste 4£//ric on O. & N. Test. Pref. 
4 The faigned games of Homer and Virgil. 1670 TENISON 
(title), Creed of Mr. Hobbes Examined, in a feigned con- 
ference between Him and a Student of Divinity. 1728 
Newton Chronol. Amended Introd. 6 The Priests .. had 
filled up the interval with feigned Kings. 1820 Hazuitr 
Lect. Dram, Lit, 19 To be found in history, whether actual 
or feigned. 

+b. Contrived for deception. Oés. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 153/1 Feynyd sleythe of falshede. 

+38. Fictitiously or arbitrarily supposed ; imagin- 
ary. Seigned price: =‘ fancy price’. Ods. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 276 Aboue the necessite 
of nature they wyll haue theyr feyned necessaryes. 1607-12 
Bacon Ess, Riches (Arb,) 232 What fayned prices are sett 


Also, re- 


FEIGNEDNESS. 


vpponn litle stones. 1726 tr. Gregory's Astronomy 1. 319 As 
many Degrees of the feigned Equator. 

4. Of attributes, actions, diseases, etc. : Simu- 
lated, counterfeited, pretended, sham. 

1413 Lyvc. Piler. Sowle 1v. xxx. (1483) 80 Another thynge 
is a veray hede and another a feyned hede. 1483 Caxton 
G. de la Tour Lvb, They gyue out of theyr brestes grete 
and fayned syghes. @1577 GaScoIGNE Wks. (1587) 106 All 
her guiles she hid With fained teares. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maz., Stat. Robert I, 33 Inquisition salbe taken, gif that be 
done be fenzeid furie, or not. 1642 R. CarrENTER Exferi- 
ence U1. V. 108 We must be. .carefull that these Acts in their 
exercise, be true..not faigned and superficiall. 1709 STEELE 
Tatler No. 1 ® 6 Personating Feigned Sorrows. 1776 
Gipson Decl. & F. 1. 414 Their mutual fears produced .. a 
feigned reconciliation. 1803 Aled. ¥rni. 1X. 72 Feigned 
and Concealed Diseases. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. Il. 
163 Mortal enemies .. came every day to pay their feigned 
civilities, : 

+b. Prefixed to personal designations: That is 
such only in pretence ; pretended. Ods. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Melzb. » 289 Youre trewe freendes and 
youre feyned counseillours. 1548 Hatt Chron. 211 A fained, 
false and a coloured frende. 1550 CrowLey /nform. & 
Petit. 175 Wee are but fayned Christians, we beare the 
name onely. 1647 N. Bacon Dzsc. Govt. Eng. 1. iv. 16 
Fained Friends, becoming unfained Foes. 

+e. Of things: Counterfeit, spurious, sham. 

1665 Sir T. Hersert Tvav. (1677) 223 Mosques .. are in 
their Cupolaes curiously ceruleated with a feigned Tur- 
quoise. 1703 MAUNDRELL Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 74 Took 
down the feigned Body from the Cross. 

d. Of a name, etc.: Assumed, fictitious. Of a 
voice, handwriting, etc. : Disguised. 

1559 W. CunNnINGHAM Cosmogr. Glasse Avjb, I have re- 
duced it into the forme of a Dialoge: the names of the person- 
ages indede fained [etc.]. 1596 SpeNsER F. Q. 1v. i. 7 To hide 
her fained sex. 1675 MarveLt Corr. ccxliii. Wks. 1872-5 
II. 457, I cannot tell whether it be a true or a fained name. 
1762 J. Brown Poetry §& Mus. vii. (1763) 141 The Poets.. 
represent real Characters under feigned names. 1777 SHERI- 
DAN Sch. Scand. 1. i, I copied them..in a feigned hand. 
1837 Lytton £. Maltrav. 29 The feigned address he had 
previously assumed. 


+5. Mus. a. (see FEIGN v. 12b.) b. 


SETTO 3. Ods. 

1609 Doutanp Ornith, Microl. 24 The fained Scale ex- 
ceedes the others both in height and depth. For it addeth 
a Ditone vnder V’¢ base, because it sings fa in A, and it riseth 
aboue eeda by two degrees, for in it it sounds fa. Jdid., 
Fained Musicke is..a Song made beyond the regular Com- 
passe of the Scales. Or, it is a Song, which is full of 
Coniunctions [i.e. accidental flats]. 1674 PLayrorp Shid/ 
Mus. 1. xi. 43 Increasing of the Voice in the Treble Part 
.. in Feigned Voices, doth oftentimes become harsh. 

6. Law. (See quots.) 

1483 Act1 Rich. I//, c.6 §1 Feyned playntes. 1542-3 
Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 4 The aforesaide false and fayned 
recouere. 1592 West 1st Pz. Symbol. § 5 G, The feined 
consent is by Lawe for some fact, when the consent of both 
parties appeareth not, and yet inasmuch as the fact is done, 
they are by Law both feined and deemed to consent. @1x709 
Arxyns Parl. & Pol. Tracts (1734) 317 The feigned Action 
..the Lord Chief Justice seems to justify. 1768 BLACKSTONE 
Comm. III. 111. xxvii. 452 As no jury can be summoned to 
attend this court [Equity], the fact is. .directed to be tried... 
upon a feigned issue. For (in order to .. have the point in 
dispute .. put in issue) an action is feigned to be brought. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 519 Any such feigned recovery. 

7. Mil. =F Ase a. 14. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres m1. i. 35 Fained skirmishes. 
1783 Watson Philip IIT (1839) 69 A third detachment was 
sent to make a feigned attack in another quarter. 1876 
VoyLe Milit. Dict. 135/1 A feigned assault. .for the purpose 
of diverting the enemy from the real point of attack. 

+ 8. Of persons, their manner, faces, etc.: Made 
up to a certain appearance, got up for a purpose ; 
hence, deceitful, insincere. Ods. 

1374 CHaucer Axél. §& Arc. 97 He was fals, hit was but 
feyned chere. ¢1386 — Man of Law's T. 264 O feyned 
womman, alle that may confounde Vertu and innocence. .Is 
bred in the. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 158 They. . by fallas Of 
feigned wordis make him wene, That black is white. 1530 
Lynpesay Jest. Papyngo 195 Hauyng sic traist in to thy 
[Fortune’s] fen3eit face. 1535 CovERDALE Ps. xvi[i]. 1 My 
prayer, that goeth not out of a fayned mouth [x61x /ézd. 
Fained lips]. 1536 Starkey Let. to Cromwellin England 
(1878) p. xli, You schal neuer fynd me faynyd man. a 1605 
MontGomerie Descr. Vane Lovers 46 Vhar thou finds tham 
faynd refrane. 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 124 Amurath.. 
ina fained manner. .seemed inclinable to offer me the Crown. 

Feignedly (fé'nédli), adv. [f. prec. + -Ly2.] 
In a feigned manner. 

1. Pretendedly, not really ; deceitfully. 

1535 CovERDALE Dan. xi. 34 Many shal cleue vnto them 
faynedly. 1602 Warner Add, Eng. x. 1x. (1612) 264 Yeat 
better plainely to reproue than fainedly to kisse. 1700 
Tyrrete Hist. Lng. 11, 723 Others, tho’ feignedly, adher’d 
tohim, 1882-3 Scuarr Encycl. Relig. Knowd, 111. 1938 The 
conversion was not with the whole heart, but feignedly. 

2. Law. By a fiction; fictitiously. 

1sgz West 1st Pt. Symbol. § 11 C, Consent is sometimes 
used in deede and sometimes fainedly as in law. 

Feignedness (féi:nédnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality or state of being feigned; ‘+ deceitful- 
ness ; insincerity. 

1435 Misyn Fire of Love 58 With-oute cessyng to Toy of 
godis sight, all fenydnes put bak. 1535 CoverDALE Ecclus, 
1, 30 Thy hert is full of faynednes and disceate. 1587 
J. Harmar Beza’s Serm. iii, 399 The church is not the 
school of fainednesse. 1683 WILKINSON in Mem. F. Story 
Revived 7 He.. greatly abhorred Feignedness. 1711 
Suartess. Charac. (1737) I1. 1. 11. ii. 162 A certain Subtlety 
and Feignedness of Carriage. 


=FAL- 


FEIGNER. 


Feigner (fé'no1). [f. Friern v.+-rr'.] One 
who or that which feigns, in various senses of the 
vb.; +a fashioner, constructor, inventor; the con- 
triver of a fiction (ods.) ; a simulator, pretender, 
counterfeiter. 

1382 Wycur Dext. xiii. 5 That prophete or feyner of 
swevenes shal be slayn. c1400 Afol. Loll. 85 Wat profitip 
a grauen ping? for his feynar hap hopid in his feynid pingis. 
1488 Caxton Chast. Goddes Chyld. 28 In goddes sighte they 
ben very fyctifs feyners. 1535 StewarT Cron. Scot. III. 
276 Ane freir .. flatterar and fen3ear. 1591 SYLVESTER D7 
Bartas 1. vy. 715 The greene Parrat, fainer of our Words. 
1598 /é7d. u. ii. 11. Babylon 614 The fluent fainer of Orlandos 
error. 1636 B. Jonson Discov. Wks. (Rtldg.) 761/2 A poet 
is..a maker or a fainer: his art, an art of imitation, or 
faining. 1678 Cupwortu Jel. Syst. 693 This Notion. .was 
from the first Feigner or Inventor of it, propagated all along 
and conveyed down, by Oral Tradition. 1827 Examiner 
50/2 Either Farmers are dreadful feigners, or their present 
endurance cannot last long. 1863 Hotme Ler 4. Warleigh's 
Fort. III. 104 She was a bad feignem 

Feigning (fé'-nin), vd/. sd. [f. as prec. + -ING1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FEIGN in various senses ; 
an instance of this. Waethout (+ but) feigning : 
unfeignedly, siricerely. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1.74 He suld swer that, but fen3eyng, 
He suld that arbytre disclar. ¢1380 Wycuir Sed. Wks. ILI. 
341 He was clepid be pope. .aftirward camen ober names bi 
feynyng of ypocritis. ¢1385 CHaucer L. G. W.1556 Hypsip. 
§& Medea, With feynynge, & with every subtyl dede. c1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 209 Tryp on thi tose, without any 
fenyng. 1490 Caxton Emeydos xvi. 65 That yf it were 
aperceyued .. men shold wene that it were a manere of a 
feynynge. 1568 Grarton Chvov. II. 186 Craftie and imagined 
faynings. 1601 SHaks, Tzwel. N, 11. i. 110 "T'was neuer 
merry world, Since lowly feigning was call’d complement. 
1636 B. Jonson Discov. Wks, (Rtldg.) 761/2 His [the Poet’s] 
Art [is] an Art of imitation, or faining. 1789 Mrs. Prozzt 
Fourn. France \, 9x The Lombards .. please you without 
feigning. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 143 Poets are also 
the representatives of falsehood and feigning. 

th. Fetgning of person: personification. rare. 

1561 Daus tr. Budlinger on Afpoc. (1573) 283 S. John bya 
fayning of person sayth, from whose face fledde away both 
heauen and earth. : 

+2. quasi-concr. A creation or production (of 
the mind) ; an assumption, fiction, fable. Ods. 

1388 Wycuir Yer. 1. 38 The lond .. hath glorie in false 
feynyngis. c1430 Lypc. Bochas 1. iv. (1544) 6b, Of poetes 
the feigning to unfold. 1563-87 Foxe A. & MM. (1596) 141/2 
The like fainings and monstrous miracles. 1614 RALEIGH 
Hist. World 1. 350 All which fainings .. Josephus and Ter- 
tullian have sufficiently answered. 1627 SreepD Lugland 
xxv. § 3 Poets in their faynings will haue the Nymphs 
residence in shady greene groues. 

Feigning (fé'nin), Af/.a. [f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 
That feigns. 

+1. Given to inventing ; imaginative. Ods. 

1483 Cath. Angl, 125/1 Feynynge, fictictosus, 1600 SHAKS. 
A. Y. L. 1. iii, 20 The truest poetrie is the most faining. 

2. Dissembling, deceitful. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 966 He .. welcomed hom all With a 
faynyng fare vnder faire chere. @1569 KincrsmyLt Jan's 
Est. i. (1580) 8 Those fainyng folke. 1590 SuHaxs. Mids. N. 
1. 1, 31 Verses of faining loue. r7or Rowe Amd. Step-Moth. 
IV. ili, 2002 Suspect this feigning Boy. 

+3. Shirking, cowardly. Obs. Cf. FEIGN v. 13. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 4576 Pis fenyond fare is forthoryng to 
hom, To assemble..souldiors ynogh. 

+4. Of the voice: see FEIGN v. 12. Obs. 

1590 SHAKS. Afids. NV. 1, i. 3t Thou hast by Moone-light at 
her window sung, With faining voice. = 

5. quasi-adv. Pretendedly, seemingly. 

1620 Quartes Yonah (1638) 11 How faining deafe is he? 

Hence Fei‘gningly adv., in a feigning manner; 
artfully, dissemblingly. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 375 Pe ordre of tellynge 
of i ping..is feynynglichei-tolde. c1422 HoccLeve Learn 
to Die 359 Whethir he verraily or feynyngly Repente. 
exsoo Melusine 28 All this said she feynyngly to thende 
that the other shuld nat perceyue to what thinge she tended. 
16x I. Hosy tr. Castiglione’s Courtyer Zz iij b, To sett out 
her beawtye .. as feininglye as she can. 1605 Stow Av. 
West Saxons an, 1011 Peace .. to the which they feininglie 
assented. 1650 S. Crarke Eccl. Hist. (1654) 542 The King 
feigningly complained that since the death of Cromwel, 
England was much troubled with hereticall factions. 

Feil, var. form of FELE @., much. 

Feild(e, obs. forms of FIExp. 

Feil-beg : see FILABEG. 

Feile, Fein, obs. forms of Fain, FAINn, VEIN. 

+ Feind, feint. Ods. rare. [Of obscure origin ; 
it can hardly be a var. of FrEND; a subst. use of 
FEIGNED, Frnt adjs.?] ?A phantom, goblin. 

1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) 1V. 64 Those feints, which 
come nearest the shape of man, are most ugly and dangerous. 
1703 ‘I. N. City § C. Purchaser 7 There are really no such 
standing Species of Animals, and Vegetables [as fauns, 
mermaids, etc.] in Nature, tho’ the belief of such feinds 
hath been propagated by Orators. 

Feind(e, obs. forms of FIENp. 

+ Feindill, a. Ods. Sc. ? ‘Ill-natured’ (Gloss.). 

But is feindill in mispr. for ezndillin(g)? (See Eynp1.t.) 

1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus Prol. 31 The last .. is callit 
Melancoly.. Heuie heidit, and feindill in game or glew. 

Feint (fzint), 5d. [a. Fr. fecnte (=Pr. fenha, 
fencha, OSp. and It. fata), abstr. noun, f. fecndre 
to FrIen.] ' 

1. A feigned or false attack. Also in phrases zz 


Jeint, to make a feint. 
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a. Fencing and Boxing. A blow, cut, or thrust 
aimed at a part other than that which is the real 
object of attack. 

[1600 O. E. Repl. to Libel i. iii. 67 A finta, or fained shew 
of adowne right blow.] 1684 R. H. School Recreat. 63 To 
take..a Feint on this Guard will signifie little or nothing. 
1706 in Puiwuirs (ed. Kersey). 1730-6in BaiLey (folio). 1817 
Scorr Rob Roy xxv, He exhausted every feint and stratagem 
proper to the science of defence. 1825 WatTERTON Wand. 
S. Amer. i. ili. 251, I made a feint to cut them down. 1872 
Baker Nile Tribut. viii, 117 A feint at the head causes 
them to raise the shield. 1879 Farrar S?. Pavd II. 73 He 
aimed straight blows, and not in feint, at the enemy. 

b. Mil. A movement made with the object of 


deceiving an enemy as to a general’s real plans. 

1683 TempLe Menez, Wks. 1731 I. 458 Friburg had been 
taken by a Feint of the Duke, 1701 Lond. Gaz. No. 3713/1 
Some troops were ordered to make a Feint. 1783 WATSON 
Philip [11 (1793) U1. v. 108 By making a feint of storming 
which he hoped to save Vercelli, 1809 WELLINGTON in 
Gurw. Desf. V. 30 These movements are intended only as 
afeint. 1868 G. Durr Pol, Surv. 65 She..may make an 
attack on India by way of feint. 

2. transf. and fig. An assumed appearance; a 
pretence, stratagem, 

1679 Sir C. LytreLton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 206 All 
this is but a feint. 1740 SomerviLLtE Hoddinol u. 410 
A Feint he made With well dissembled Guile. 1754 SHER- 
Lock Disc. (£759) I. ix. 265 This Objection is not a mere 
Feint. 1832 Lanner Adv. Niger I. iv. 182 We imagine 
that it is only a feint of Mausolah to detain us. 185r 
Ga.tenca /taly 49 That protest..would have been merely 
a feint. 1852 Dickens Christmas Bks., Haunted Man. 
(C. D. ed.) 206 Mr. Williams..made a feint of accidentally 
knocking the table with a decanter. 

b. Rhetoric. (see quot.) , 

1730-6 Baitey (folio), Hezzt, a figure whereby the orator 
touches on something, in making a show of passing it over 
in silence. 

+3. Music. (see quot.) [So formerly Fr. feznze.] 

1730-6 Baixey (folio), Hezzt, sb. (in Musick) a semi-tone, 
the same that is called Diesis. 1823 in Crabs. 

Feint (féint), a [a. Fr. feznt, pa. pple. of 
feindre to Frien.] Feigned, false, or counterfeit ; 
sham; =Fatnta.1. Now rare. 

1340 Cursor M. 19535 (Trin.) Perfore toke he bapteme 
feynt [v.7. faint]. c1400 Rom. Rose 433 She gan.. To make 
many a feynt praiere [oGod. c1698 Locke Cond. Underst. 
§ 33 Dressed up into any faint appearance of it. 1702 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 3835/2 The Major... made a feint Retreat. 1704 
Ibid, No. 3986/2 Amusing the French with. .feint Marches. 
1855 THackeray WVewcomes Il. 90 We wear feint smiles 
over our tears and deceive our children, 

Feint, v. Also 6 faint. [In sense 1 f. F. 
Seint, pa. pple. of fezndve to FEIGN ; see the variant 
Fatnt v. In sense 2 f. Fernt sd.] 

+1. To deceive. Ods. 

13z0 [see FrinTING]. ; 

2. Mil., Boxing and Fencing. a. intr. To make 
a feint or sham attack. Const. at, 07, upon. Db. 
trans. To make a feint upon. rave. ec. To pretend 


to make (a pass or cut). 

1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 130 Feint cut ‘Two’; and 
shift leg to ‘First Position’. Jézd. 1. 149 Feint ‘Third 
Point’ under, and deliver ‘Second Point’ over the arm. 
1854 Bapuam Hadieut. 419 He watched them.. as they 
feinted, skirmished, or made onslaught. 1857 HucGues 
Tom Brown u. iii, Feint him—use your legs! draw him 
out. 1880 L. Wariace Ben-Hur 38: Ben-Hur feinted 
with his right hand. 1890 Sat. Rev. 6 Sept. 296/2 He 
feinted at his enemy’s toes. 

Hence Fei‘nting v0/. sd., in senses of the vb.; also 


attrib., and ppl. a. 

¢1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 444 Erl Jonas..Loke wib him be no 
feynting. 1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 110 They flutter them- 
selues with a fainting farewell, deferring euer vntil to morrow. 
1684 R. H. School Recreat. 71 Feinting or Falsifying. Of 
these there are several Kinds. 1858 O. W. Hotmes Avt. 
Breakf.-t. (1865) 68 Feinting, dodging, stopping, hitting, 
countering. 1871 Daily News 24 July, It was obvious that 
force had been thus disposed for feinting purposes. 

Feintise, var. of FAINTISE. 

Feints, var. of Farnts. 

Feinye, -yie, obs. Sc. forms of FrIan. 

+Feir. Obs. Sc. Also 4-6 fere, 5, 7 feare, 6 
fier. [aphet. f. Errerr.] Appearance, demeanour, 
look, show; =affere (AFFAIR 6), EFFEIR sd. 2. 

1440 Gaw. § Gol. xiii, He wes ladlike of lait, and light of 
his fere. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace 1x, 101 Tell me his feyr, and 
how I sallhimknaw. c¢1g00 Felon Sowe Rokeby in Whitaker 
Hist. Craven (1805) 418 Scho rase up witha felon fere. 1528 
Lynpesay Dream 447 Quha wald behauld his countynance 
and feir, Mycht call hym, weill, the god of men of weir. 

b. Jn fetr of war: in martial array. 

1449 Sc. Acts Fas. II (1597) § 25 Gif onie man .. risis in 
feire of weir against him [the King]. 1550 LynpEsay Sg7. 
Meldrum 1231 Thrie scoir..Accowterit weill in feir of weir. 
c1565 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 215 The 
Queen made proclamation ., that all men should be at her 
in Fier of War. ! ‘ 

ec. pl. Gestures, ways, ‘points’ of a person’s 
exterior. 

¢1375 Barsour Tyoy-bk. 1. 2501 He kend him be his 
feris. bid. 11. 3003 With brokine speche and with waik 
feris. 1513 DouGtas 4xe7s ut. ix. 14 Bot he was Greik be 
all his vthir feris. a1548 Thrie Priests of Peblis in Pinker- 
ton Scot. Poems (1792) I. 19 He feinyeit him ane fule, fond 
in his feris. ’ 

Feir, var. Frrx v. Ods. to appertain, be proper. 

Feir, obs. and Sc. form of FEAR. 

Feird, obs. Sc. var. of FourrTH. 











FELE. 


+ Feirie, a. Sc. Obs. Also 5, 6 fery, 7, 8 
feerie. [?repr. OE. */ériz, f. for action of going 
(see Foor) -7g, -¥1: cf. the synonymous FERx a.] 
Fit to travel; hence nimble, vigorous. Const. of. 

c¢1425 Wyntoun Cron. 1x. ix. 10 His eldare Swne Wes 
noucht fery. 1513 Douctas 4#xezs vi. v. 20 Als fery and 
als swipper as a page. @1548 Thrie Priests of Peblis in 
Pinkerton Scot, Poems (1792) I. 18 The king was .. Ane 
feirie man on fute. 17.. in Watson Collect. 1. (1706) 59 
Of foot he is not feerie. 1794 Burns Deuwk’s Dang O’er My 
Daddy, O haud your tongue, my feirie auld wife. 

b. quasi-adv. Cleverly, actively. 

1810 in Cromek Rem. Nithsdale & Annandale Song (1880) 
54 An feerie can cross it in two braid cockle shells. 

Hence Fei‘rily adv., nimbly, actively. 

1550 Lynpesay Sgr. Meldrum 475 Quhen thay saw him sa 
feirelie Loup on his Hors, 1552 — Dreme 12 Sumtyme in 
dansing, feiralie I flang. 1763 W. THom Donaldsoniad, Wks. 
(1799) 368 It wad be better if it was a’ dun bi ane that cou’d 
gae throw it feerily and cannily. 

Feirschipe, var. of FAIRSHIP. 

Feit, obs. form of FEAT. 

Feitergrasse, var. of faztour’s grass obs. : see 
Farrour 2. 

Feith, Feizable, obs. ff. Fair, FEASIBLE. 

Feitisso: see FETISH. 

Fel, obs. var. of FELL. 

Fela, obs. form of FrLLow. 

Felanders, obs. form of FILANDERS. 

Fela-pton. Zogic. A mnemonic word repre- 
senting the fourth mood in the third figure of 
syllogisms, in which the major premiss is a universal 
negative, the minor premiss a universal affirmative, 
and the conclusion a particular negative. 

55x T. Witson Logike Hija, Fe. No vertue should be 
eschued. Zag. All vertue hath her wo with her. Tox. 
Therfore some wo shoulde not be eschued. 1741 CHAMBERS 
Cycl., Felapton. 1827 WHATELY Logic ii. (ed. 2) 98 Felapton. 
1871 tr. Taine’s Hist. Eng. Lit. (1873) I. 135 They still set 
their Barbara and Felapton, but only in the way of routine. 

Felau, Feld(e, obs. ff. FELLow, FIELD. 

Feldifair, -fare, obs. forms of FIELDFARE. 

Feldspar, felspar (feldspaz, felspaz). AZin. 
Forms: a. 8 feldspat(h, feltspat. 6. 8 fields- 
par, 8- feldspar. y. 8-9 felspar. [The forms 

Seldspat(h, feltspat are adoptions (the latter through 
Sw.) of Ger. feldspat(h, f. feld FIELD + sfat(h spar. 
Almost contemporaneously appear the wholly or 
partially translated forms field-, feldspar. The 
corrupt spelling fe/spar was introduced by Kirwan 
on the ground of a supposed derivation from /e/s, 
and is still more common than the correct form. ] 

A name given to a group of minerals, usually 
white or flesh-red in colour, occurring in crystals 
or in crystalline masses. They consist ofa silicate 
of alumina with soda, potash, lime, etc. 

1757 E. M. Costa Nat. Hist. Fossils 287 The opaque 
quartz or feldspath. 1772 tr. Cronstedt’s Min. App. 8 If 
the characters of this field-spar are accurately examined. 
1776 G. Epwarps Fossilology 54 A black felt-spat .. found 
in Sweden. 1784 Kirwan Zéenz. Mit. 102 Sandstone 
mixed with mica and feltspar. 1785 J. Hutton 7h. Earth 
in Trans. R. Soc. Edin. 1. 229 Strata consolidated by feld- 
spar. 19792 Phil. Trans. LXXXII. 30 D. Hoffman dis- 
covered that red blende and feldspat were luminous when 
pieces of either were rubbed together. 1794 Kirwan M7712. 
I, 317 ote, This name seems to me derived from eds, a rock 
. hence I write it thus, felspar. 1835 Sir J.C. Ross Warr. 
and Voy. xxix. 406 Large crystals of felspar. 1860 Maury 
Phys. Geog. Sea x. § 494. 272 Granite is generally composed 
of feldspar, mica, and quartz. 

attrib. 1807 T. THomson Chem. (ed. 3) II. sor The felspar 
glaze does not melt at the heat requisite for fusing the colours. 
1830 LyELL Princ. Geol. I. 263 Traversed in all directions 
by veins of felspar porphyry. 1862 Dana AZax. Geol. § 85. 
80 Feldspar-Euphotide..consisting of a minutely-granular 
feldspathic base with disseminated diallage or smaragdite. 
1872 W.S. Symonps Ree. Rocks iv.113 Criccieth Castle stands 
on a felspar rock. , 

Hence Fe‘ldsparie a, resembling feldspar; = 
FELDSPATHIC. Fe‘ldsparite= FELDSPAR. Fe'ld- 
sparry @., containing feldspar. 

1811 Pinkerton Petrad, I. 157 Hardness, of course fel- 
sparic. 1832 Boase Geol. Cornwall 211 Felsparite or Felspar- 
Rock. 1852 Tu. Ross tr. Husboldt’s Trav. I. ii. 98 The 
feldsparry lavas of the Peak. 

Feldspathic, felspathic (feld-, felspz"pik), 
a. [f. felid)spath (see prec.) +-Ic.] Ofthe nature 
of or containing feldspar. ea 

1832 Lyett Princ. Geol, II. 295 The decomposition ofs 
felspathic lavas. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. xxi. (1873) 486 
Feldspathic rocks have produced a clayey soil. 1879 Seals 
Vounc Ceram. Art 56 Artificial porcelain may be made 
from .. felspathic clay. 

Fe:1(d)spatho'se, z. [+ -OSE.] = prec. 

181x Pinkerton Petrai. II. 448 It contains many felspath- 
ose points. 1879 Dana Jan. Geol. (ed. 3) 74 Feldspathose. 

Feldyfar, dial. form of FIELDFARE. 

+ Fele, adv. (quasi-sd.) and adj. Os. Forms: 
a. 1-2 fela, feola, orth. feolu, feolo, 2-4 feole, 
(3 feola, fole), 3-4 fale, 3-6 feil(I(e, 4-5 feel(e, 
4-6 fel(e, feli(e. 8. (2 veale), 3 vale, (veele, 
veole), 3-4 vele. Compar. 4 feler, 5 felire. 
[OE. feolo, feolu (Mercian and Northumb.), feo/a, 
fela (WSax.) are respectively the accus. and the 

18-2 


FELE. 


oblique case neuter (used adverbially, and hence 
as quasi-sb.) of a Com. Teut. adj., of which the 
other Teut. langs, have in their early“forms only 
the accus. neut. as ady. and quasi-sb. : OFris. f¢/o, 
OS. filo, filu (Du. veel), OHG. filu, filo (MHG. 
vil, vile, mod.Ger. viel, the latter also inflected as 
adj.), ON. fipl (chiefly in comb.), Goth. file :— 
OTeut. *7elu:—pre-Teut. *Aé/e (with ablaut-var. 
*pol) much; cf. Skr. puri, Gr, wodvs, Olr. z/.] 

A. adv. 

1. To a great extent or degree, much. Also in 
50, too fele. 

Beowulf 1379 Per pu findan miht fela-synnigne secz. 
e950 Lindis/. Gosp. Luke vii. 47 Fordon lufade feolo. cx000 
Wife's Compl, 26 (Gr.) Sceal ic .. mines fela leofan faehdu 
dreogan. ax1250 Prov. Atlfred 196 in O, E. Misc. (1872) 114 
Ne ilef bu nouht to fele uppe be see. @1300 Cursor M, 8991 
(Cott.) Thoru wimmen bat he luued sa fele. c1300 Havelok 
2442 He bounden him so fele sore. c1400 Dest». Troy 1884 
Syn pe fre is so faire, & so fele vertus. c¢1470 Henry 
Wallace 1. 56 Fell awfull in effer. 1598 Haxruyr Voy. I. 
192 The Beere, That they drinken feele too good chepe. 

2. quasi-sb. Much, a great number or quantity. 
Chiefly with partitive genitive. Often qualified 
by how, like, so, too. 

After the OE. period this use is seldom distinguishable 
from the adj.; later instances are placed here only when 
their grammatical character is evidenced by inflexion of the 
following sb. 

Beowulf 1060 Fela sceal zebidan leofes and lades.. c825 
Vesp. Psalter \xy{i). 16 Ic seg{cJo eow alle da ondredad dryh- 
ten hu feolu dyde sawle minre. agoo Charter in O. E. 
Texts (1885) 444, & swae feola sufla. c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. 
xxvi, 19 Felaic hebbe zebolod todez purh zesyhde for hym. 
c10o00 Sax. Leechd. Il. 208 Ne forlet bu pees blodes to fela 
on enne sib. ¢117§ Lamb. Hom. 9 Monie and feole odre 
godere werke, a1300 Sinners Beware 87 in O. E. Misc. 75 
Sunnen seouene bat bringeb vt of heouene Swibe vele 
manne, 

B. adj. (Indeclinable; but as the word after 
11th c. was used all but exclusively of multitude, 
not of quantity, the final e was prob. felt in ME. 
asapl. ending. A solitary instance of fe/en dat. 
pl. occurs in the Ayenbite.) 

1. With sd. in g/. Many. Often preceded by as, 
how, so; also in many and fele. 

O. E. Chron. an. 963 (Laud MS.) Se biscop.. bohte ba 
feola cotlif zt se king. /é/d. an. 1124 Fela sodfeste men 
seidon [etc.]. cx1175 Lad. Hom, 117 Fela stuntnesse beoo. 
1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 3067 Suche stones, so grete & so uale. 
@ 1300 Cursor MM. 18268 (Cott.) Hu fele pines ai sal pou fele. 
c1305 Land Cokayne 95 Per beb briddes mani and fale. 
1340 Ayend, 5 Pou ne sselt habbe uele godes. 1382 Wyctir 
Gen. xxiv. 22 As feel arm serclis, c1420 Chron. Vilod. 586 
Sekemen come pbedur mony and ffele. cx425 Seven Sag. 
(P.) rrr0 He. .hadde..of the quene many gyftis fele. c1500 
Lancelot 768 Galiot haith chargit hyme to tak Als fell folk. 
1513 Doucias 4xe7s 1, i. 83 Sa fele 3eris. 1598 Haxtuyr 
Voy. 1. 201 So fele shippes this yeere there ware, That moch 
losse for vnfreyght they bare. 

b. With sd. in szg. Much. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4050 (Cott.) Pat .. sufferd sa fele peril. 
c1400 Ywazne §& Gaw. 1392 That so fele folk Jed obowt. 
c1440 Generydes 6701 With kysseng fele. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot, II. 54 Feill folk als out of Germania. 

2. In predicative use: Much, many, numerous. 
Also in compar.: More innumber, more numerous. 

a1300 Cursor M, 14079 (Cott.) Pe folk him foluand was ful 
fell. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Int. 1391, I wowche hit saf fynly, 
pa3 feler hit were. 1340-70 Alex. §& Dind. 528 So fale fole- 
wen pe folk. cx1400 Destr. Troy 4869 Pai are feler of folke. 
@1400-50 Alexander 2084 A pake out of nounbre, Felire ban 
his folke be full fyue thousand. 

3. adsol. in ~/. Many persons. 

_c1175 Lamb, Hom. 107 He mei findan fele pe beod bet 
ipo3en and istozen bene he. cx200 OrmiN 7640 Fele shulenn 
fallenn & fele shulenn risenn upp. @ 1300 Cursor M. 8495 
(Cott.) Pis writte wit fele was red and sene. 1340 Ayend. 
102 God, bet. .yefp more blebeliche. .to uelen anne to onen 
allone. 1375 Barsour Brace xvi. 64x In sum bargis sa feill 
can ga.. That thai ourtummyllit. c1450 Bk. Curtasye 522 
in Babees Bk. (1868) 316 Few ar trew, but fele ar fals. 

b. quasi-sd. Many of. Cf. A. 2. 

@1300 Cursor M. 7or2 (Cott.) Fourti thusand of israel, 
O beniamin negh als fel. ¢1394 P. Pl. Crede 547 Fele of 
pise poyntes, a@14553 Hottanp Howdat 522 Feile of the fals 
folk, that fled of befor. 

4. In comb. with sb., forming an adj., as fele-kyn, 
of many kinds, various; or an ady., as fele-sith, 


-syss, feltymes many times, often. Also FELEFOLD. 

€ 1200 ORMIN 3573 Hire sune wass himm lic O fele kinne 
wise. [c¢120§ Lay. 1717 On feole kunne wisen.] a@1300 
Cursor M, 28380 (Cott.) Oure fele-sith haf i ben to spend 
pe gode wit skil pat godd me send. 13.. £. E. Allit. P. 
B. 1483 Of mony kyndes, of fele-kyn hues. 1375 Barbour 
Bruce wt. 651 Felesyss, quhen thou art away. Jdid. xx. 
225 That 3he haf done till me feill siss. 1382 Wycuir Ecclus. 
xx. 18 Hou ofte sithes and hou fele shul thei scorne hym? 
c1400 Destr. Troy 3014 Of hir fairehede feltymes hade be 
freike herd. 

+ Fele, a.2 Ods. Also 3 felle, 4 fale, feele, 
fel, 5 fall. See also Firn. [OE. f/e, corresp. to 
OHG, fei/i purchasable (mod.G. fez/).] a. In 
OE.: One’s own; dear, faithful, good. b. In 
ME. : Proper, of the right sort, good. 

cx000 Ags. Ps. (Gr.) Ixxviil. [Ixxix.] 1 Pin fale hus. Jéid. 
exviil. [cx1x.] 105 Pzet is facle blacern minum fotum. az12g0 
Owl § Night. 1376 Ah schaltu, wrecche, luve tele .. vich 
luve is fele, Bi-tweone wepmon and wimmane? 1387 Tre- 
visa HHigden (Rolls) I. 399 As bei God..Made pat lond so 
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feele To be celer of al heele. a@1goo Six Perc. 729 Thou 
art fele, That thou ne wille away stele, 

Fele, obs. form of FILzE v.? 

+ EFelefold, @. (adv.). Obs. [f. FELm a..+ 
Foutp.] =Manirotp, Also adsol. in By felefold: 
by a great deal, many times over. 

c1000 Ags, Ps.(Spelm.) xxxv[iJ.6 Domas Sine neowelnys 
micellu odde felefeald. cxr75 Lamb. Hom. 135 Alswa of 
ane sede cumed fele folde weste. c1205 Lay. 4249 Beod on 
beoken feole feld bisnen, @1z25 Ancr. R. 180 Bode [temp- 
taciuns] beod feoleuold. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 1545 Hit 
were a fole fele-folde, ¢1374 Cuaucer Loeth. u. i. 30, I vn- 
derstonde pe felefolde colour & deceites of pilke merueillous 
monstre fortune. 1377 Lanci. P. Pé. B. xu. 320 It was 
fouler bi felefold pan it firste semed. 

As adv. In manifold ways. 

1340 A yend. 212 Na3t wordes afaited and y-sliked ueleuold. 

Hence | Fe‘lefold v. Ods., to increase, multiply. 
a. trans. b. intr. for ref. 

a1300 £. E, Psalter iii. 2 Hou fele-folded are pai, Pat 
droves me to dome wa. 07d. xi. 9 [xii. 8] Men sones fele- 
faldes tou. J/ééd. cxxxviii[-ix]. 18 Over se-sand fele-falde 
sal pai. 

Felenous(e, obs. form of FELoNOUS. 

Felet, obs. form of FILLer, 

Felewote, obs. form of VELVET. 

Felf, obs. and dial. var. of FELLon, FELLY. 

Felfar, obs. form of FIELDFARE. 

Felghe, obs. form of Frnton, FELiy. 

Felicide (frlisoid). [f. L. fel-, féles cat + 
-CIDE 2.] The action of killing a cat, cat-slaying. 

1832 SourHEy Corresp. with C. Bowles (1881) 259 ‘Those 
repeated acts of felicide. 1836 Taz?t’s Mag. I1I. 568 He 
hurled it, with preméditated felicide, in the direction of his 
supreme abomination. 1868 Jorn. Star 25 Jan., One poor 
woman...confessed to having committed an act of felicide. 

Felicific (filisifik), a. Ethics. [ad. L. felicific- 
us, f. felict-, felix happy + -ficus making: see 
-FI0.]_ Making or tending to make happy ; pro- 
ductive of happiness. : 

1865 J. Grote Moral Ideas x. (1876) 205 Concentrate your 
felicific effort where. .none of it will be lost. 1874 Sipcwick 
Meth, Ethics xiv. 373 Its felicific tendency is not at first 
apparent. 1877 J. SULLY Pessimiswt 164 Knowledge of the 
real felicific value of life. 

Felicificability (fflisi:fikabiliti). [f. */elczfic- 
able (f. prec. +-ABLE): see -bz/¢ty, -1TY.] 

1865 J. Grote Moral /deas ii. 33 Felicificability or capacity 


for happiness. 

Felicificative (fZlisifikativ). [f as if L, 
*felicific-are (see next) +-ATIVE.] Tending to make 
happy. Hence Fel‘icificativeness, tendency to 
make happy or produce happiness. 

1865 J. Grote Moral Ideas ii. (1876) 33 The original egence 
of God. .is in another word felicificativeness. 

+ Felicify, v. Ods. rare. [f. as if ad. L. 
*felicoficare, L. felict-, felix + -ficadre: see -FY.] 
trans. To render happy; also adsol. 

1683 E. Hooxer Pref Ep. Pordage's Mystic Div. 92 
Whom. .the allwise..and most mercifull God mai. .sanctifi, 
tranquillifi and felicifi. 1698 Whole Art of Knowledge. 
§ 31. 23 The temper of true government most felicifies and 
perpetuates it. i 

+ Felicious, z. Ols. Also in 5 felecyows. 
[f. L. félict-, felix + -ous.] a. Happy, joyous. 
b. Fortunate, prosperous. 

c1485 Digby Myst. (1882) ut. 947 Of felachyp most fele- 
cyows. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 110/1 His 
brethren .. have .. experimentede the same, with felicious 
event. @1635 Naunton /vagm. Reg. (Arb.) 16 In all which 
[warres] she was felicious [1735 felicitous] and victorious. 
1654 CoKAINE Dianea Iv. 352 ‘Lhese words .. were attended 
by a felicious shout. 

t+ Felicitate, fa. pple. Obs. [ad. L. felicitat- 
us, pa. pple. of felicitare: see next.] Made happy. 

1605 Suaks. Lear 1. i. 77, I am alone felicitate In your 
deere Highnesse loue. 

Felicitate (fflisiteit), v. [f ppl. stem of L. 
félicitare to make happy, f. félict-, felix happy.] 

1. ¢rans. To render or make happy; also aédso/. 
Now rare; see FELICITATED PA/. a. 

1628 Wirner Srit, Rememb. ui. 261 Of themselves, nor 
paines, nor pleasures can Felicitate. 1668 Drypen Evening's 
Love v. i, Since I cannot make myself happy, I will have 
the glory to felicitate another, 1741 Watts Jinprov. Mind 
1. xvii, 254 A glorious Entertainment .. would .. felicitate 
his Spirit, if [etc.]. 1792 A. Bett in Southey’s Lz/é (1844) 
I. 436 Your occupations. .have a tendency to. .felicitate our 
days. 1825 T. BarBer Sev. Iniport. Relig. Nat. Educ. 
40 It settles, composes, and felicitates the soul. 1856 J. 
Macnaucut Doctr. Inspiration (1857) 193 It has felicitated 
the death of all who have learned in it to talk with God. 

+b. To render prosperous. Ods. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. (1638) 92 A citty in Bengala 
and felicitated by Ganges. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. 
VI. vii. 307 The Sunne’s. .influence is conceived. .to felicitate 
India more then any after. 

2. To reckon or pronounce happy or fortunate ; 
to congratulate. Now only with obj. a person. 
Const. on, upon. 

1634 Sir T. Herpert Tyav. (1838) 182 A glorious miser 
felicitating his death, so it be in contemplation of his rich 
idolatry. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Lp. WW. ix. 201% 
Speeches, felicitating the good, or deprecating the evil to 
follow. 1715 Wodrow Corr. (1843) Il. 77 This comes to 
felicitate you upon your wife’s safe delivery. 1812 D’IsRAELI 
Calam. Auth. (1867) 215 A great poet felicitated himself 
that poetry was not the business of his life, 1855 MacauLay 





FELICITY. 


Hist, Eng. 111. 645 The enemies of France. . eagerly felici- 
tated one another. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets vi. 175 The 
victor migtt be felicitated on his good fortune, 

+ 3. a. trans. To offer congratulations on (some- 
thing). b. zztv. To join in congratulations wh. 

1684 J. Peter Siege Vienna 104 Of other Princes .. there 
were great numbers that came to felicitate his Majesties 
happy return. 1799 Netson in Nicolas Désf. III. 447, 
I felicitate with you on the happy success of the allied Arms. 


Hence Feli‘citated Af/. a., Feli‘citating pp/. a. 

1755 Amory JZem. (1769) 1. 280 It commands us to acquire 
a felicitating temper, and to communicate happiness ade- 
quate to our power. 1772 JOHNSON 27 Mar. in Boswedd, 
The happiness of an unembodied spirit will consist. .in the 
possession of felicitating ideas. 1806 A. Knox Rem. I. 21 
This felicitating influence of our divine religion. 1890 tr. 
Pfhleiderer’s Developm. Theology i. ii. 118 A life of invigo- 
rated and felicitated God-consciousness. 

Felicitation (ffli:sitzifan). [noun of action 
f. prec.: see -aTion. Cf. F. félécitation.] The 
action of congratulating ; an instance of the same ; 
a congratulatory speech or message. Also attrib. 

1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4571/2 The.. Empress came ...to 
make her the Compliments of Felicitation. 1790 Burke. 
Fr. Rev. 103 A felicitation on the present new year. 1801 
T. Jerrerson W7it, (1830) III. 464, I thank [you] for your 
kind felicitations on my election. 1817 Br. R. Watson 
Anecd. 1. 108, I did not..break in upon you, either with my 
acknowledgments or felicitations. 1860 W. Cottins Wome. 
White 1. vi. 211 Pray present my best respects and felicita- 
tions. 1882 Ties 4 Mar. 5 A number of felicitation cards 
have been left. 

Felicitator (ff lisiteitar). [agent-n. f. as prec.] 
One who offers congratulations. 

1890 7zmzes 2 Jan. 3/1 A compliment which his Majesty.. 
paid to none other of his felicitators. 

Felicitous (ftlisitas),a. [f. FELicrry + -ous.] 
Characterized by felicity. 

1. a. Indicative of or marked by extreme happi- 
ness; blissful. rave. 

1824 Dippin L2br, Comp. 606, I am well aware of that 
felicitous palpitation of heart. 1886 Ruskin Pretevita I. i. 
29 In the refinement of their highly educated .. benevolent, 
and felicitous lives. 

+b. Fortunate, prosperous, successful. Ods. 

735 [see Feticious]. : 

. Of an action, expression, manner, etc.: Ad- 
mirably suited to the occasion ; strikingly apt or 
appropriate. 

1789 P. Stuart Let. to Burns 5 Aug., His manner was so 
felicitous, that he enraptured every person around him. 
1802 Parry Wat. Theol. xxvi. (1803) 519 A felicitous adapta- 
tion of the organ to the object. 1839 CarLyLe Chartism 
(1858) 3 A Reform Ministry has ‘put down .. Chartism’ in 
the most felicitous effectual manner. 1848 W. H. BartLetr 
Egypt to Pal. xxvii. (1879) 528 We esteemed it a felicitous 
rounding off of our journey. 1866 Fetton Anc. & Mod. Gr. 
II. x. 190 This striking essay..abounds in. .felicitous com- 
parisons. 1878 R. W. Dave Lect. Preach. v. 120 A felicitous 
illustration. : 

b. Of persons: Happy or pleasantly apt in ex- 
pression, manner, or style. 

182t Lams dia Ser.1. Old Benchers I. T., Felicitous in 
jests upon his own figure. 1824 Dippin Li2d7. Comp. 765 
The witty, the felicitous, the inimitable Fontaine. 1841 W. 
Sratpine Jtaly 8 Lt. Lsl. 11. 389 He is. .sometimes singu- 
larly felicitous, in striking out insulated views. 

Hence Feli‘citousness, the quality or state of 


being felicitous. 

1727 in Baivey vol. II.; and in mod. Dicts, 
- Felicitously (félisitasli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-LY2,.] In a felicitous manner. 


1. Happily, prosperously, successfully. 

1539 CRoMWELL in Burnet Ast. Ref. (1679) I. mm. xvii. 
196, I..shall pray .. that .. your most dear Son, may suc- 
ceed you to Reign long, prosperously, and felicitously. 

2. In an admirably fitting manner ; with striking 


appropriateness or grace. 

1828 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. ut. (1863) 70 Never had 
painter more felicitously realized his conception, 1832 
J. J. Parx Dogmas of Constit. Pref. 17 Sciences .. feli- 
citously denominated by the French authors, ‘les sciences 
d’observation’. 1863 A. B, Grosart SyzalZ Sins (ed. 2) 77, 
I emphasise the word ‘spoil’ .. it is exquisitely and felicit- 
ously descriptive. 1893 Publishers’ Circular 3 June 623/1 
Cruikshank’s. .designs. .felicitously render the grotesque .. 
character of the tales. 

Felicity (félisiti). Forms: 4-6 feli-, fely- 
cite(e, -yte, 6-7 felicitie, -ye, (6 Sc. felyscitie, 
-syte), 5- felicity. [a. OF. felicité (Fr. félicité), 
ad. L. felicitatem, f. felix happy.] 

1. The state of being happy ; happiness (in mod, 
use with stronger sense, intense happiness, bliss) ; 
a particular instance or kind of this. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Clerk's T. 53 We mighten live in more 
felicitee. 1441 Pol. Poenzs (Rolls) II. 206, I felle ffrom alle 
felycyté, 1552 LynpEsay Monarche 5093 Fairweill all vaine 
felyscitie! 1602 Suaxs. Ham. v. ii. 358 Absent thee from 
felicitie awhile. 1651 Lp. Dicsy, etc. Lett. conc. Relig. i. 2, 
I aspire yet to a farr greater felicity. 31722 WoLLAsTon 
Relig. Nat. ix. 217 The injoyment of an humble .. expecta- 
tion of felicity hereafter. 1794 Mrs. Rapcurre Myst. 
Udolpho i, Conjugal felicity and parental duties divided his 
attention, 1807 Med. Frn/, XVII. 541 Sincerely wishing 
you every felicity, 1839 Harram /7zst. Lit. (1855) 11. 118 
Felicity. .consists not in having prospered but in prospering. 

Comb. 1799 R. Warner IWalk (1800) 83 Those felicity 
hunters, the teazing insects of fashion. ee a 

+b. Phrases: Zo have, take felicity in or to 
with zf.: to take delight or pleasure in or to. 


FELID. 


To place, set one's felicity in: to find one’s chief 
delight in. 

1542 UpALt in Lett. Lit. Mex (Camden) 6 Settying his 
moste delite and felicitee in the veray infamie of the same. 
1596 SPENSER State Ivel. Wks. (1862) 517/1 The.. Northern 
Nations .. tooke ng felicity in that countrey. 1622 R. 
Hawkins Voy. S. Séa (1847) 153 A man known to put his 
felicitie in that vice. 1691 Hartcuirre Virtues 7 The more 
polite .. sort of Men place their Felicity in Honours. 1758 
Jortin Erasmus 1.175 He took a felicity to set out sundry 
Commentaries upon the Fathers works. 

2. That which causes or promotes happiness ; 


a source of happiness, a blessing. 
¢ 1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. 2588 Hypermmnestra, This thought 
her was felicité. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxvii. 105 O felycyte 
merueillouse wherof I shulde be well happy. 1597 MorLey 
Introd. Mus, 182 His coine .. is his only hope and felicitie. 
1634 W. Tirwuyt Balzac’s Lett. 159 The happinesse of 
your Family. .isa publick Felicity. @1661 FuLLER Worthies 
(1840) I. 211 God bestoweth personal felicities on some far 
above the proportion of others. 1734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. Hist. 
(1827) Pref. 27 A woman who formed his felicity. 1874 
Maurice Friendship Bks. viii. 221 He also had many feli- 
cities he was thankful for. 
3. Prosperity ; good fortune, success. Now rare. 
1393 Gower Conf. III. 118 He hath of proprete Good 
spede and great felicite. 1494 Fasyan Chvom. vit. 550 It 
is not possyble for that Kyngedome to stande in felycite. 
1533 BELLENDEN Livy 1. (1822) 171 The Faderis .. faucht 
with grete felicite aganis the Volschis. 1652-62 HryLin 
Cosmogr. 111. (1673) 7/1 He was .. vanquished by the valour 
and felicity of L. Sylla, 1738 Neat Hist. Purit. IV. 274 
The old Clergy..were intoxicated with their new felicity. 
1780 Harris Philol. Eng. Wks. (1841) 464 Athens. .enjoyed 
more than all others the general felicity. 1865 CARLYLE 
Fredk. Gt. V. xv. i. 271 Vhis General’s strategic felicity 
and his domestic were fatally cut-down. 
+b. 7. Prosperous circumstances; successful 


enterprises ; successes. j 
1625 Bacon Ess. Adversity (Arb.) 505 Describing the 
Afflictions of Iob, then the Felicities of Salomon. 1694 
Faure Fersey i. 29 The Spaniards: Whose aims..were de- 
feated by the Felicities of that Queen. @1731 ATTERBURY 
(J.), The felicities of her wonderful reign may be complete. 
ce. A stroke of fortune; a fortunate trait (in an 


individual. 

176r Hume ist. Eng. ILI. \xi. 326 The easy subduing of 
this insurrection..was a singular felicity to the protector. 
1779-81 Jounson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 6 It was the felicity 
of Pope to rate himself at his real value. 186x TuLLocu 
Eng. Purit. ii. 284 It was the felicity of Cromwell to detect 
this gift of government. 

d. Singular fortunateness (ofan occurrence). Cf. 4. 

1809-10 CoLERIDGE ried (1865) 157 By a rare felicity 
of accident. 

4. A happy faculty in art or speech; admirable 
appropriateness or grace of invention or expression. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. Ded. § 2 Your Maiesties 
manner of speech is indeed .. full of facilitie, and felicitie. 
x87 Popr, etc. Art of Sinking 82 Many painters .. have 
with felicity copied a small-pox. 1833 Lams £/za Ser. 11. 
Pop. Fallacies (1865) 41x We must pronounce [this pun] 
a monument of curious felicity. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets 
x. 336 Moschus is remarkable for occasional felicities of 
language. 1876 J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. I. 1. xii. 295 
A style, which adapts itself with singular felicity to every 
class of subjects. 

b. A happy inspiration,an admirably well-chosen 


expression. 

1665 J. SeencER Vulg. Prophecies 74 The extempore fe- 
licities of the Orators of those times. 1779-81 JoHNSON 
L. P., Denham Wks. I1. 78 Those felicities which cannot 
be produced at will by wit and labour. 1870 Lowe. 
Among ny Bhs. Ser. 1. (1873) 176 It is from such felicities 
that the rhetoricians deduce .. their statutes. 

+5. Of a planet: A favourable aspect. Ods. 

c 1391 Cuaucer Astvol. 1. § 4 Thei haue a fortunat planete 
in hir assendent & 3it in his felicite. 1393 GowEr Conf 
III. 116 And upon such felicite Stant Jupiter in his degre. 

Felid (frlid). [ad. mod.L. felid-w, f. feles cat.] 
One of the Fedde or cat-tribe. 

Feliform (frliffim). [f. L. feli-, féles cat + 
-ForM.] - Having the form of a cat. 

Feline (f7loin, -lin), a. and sd. [ad. L. fevin-us, 
f. féles cat.] 

A. adj. a. Of or pertaining to cats or their 
species, cat-like in form or structure. b. Resembling 
a cat in any respect, cat-like in character or quality. 

a. 1681 Grew Museum Reg. Soc. 16 From which [the Bevir] 
he [the Otter] differs. .in his Tail, which is feline, or a long 
Taper. 1833 Sir C. Bett Hand (1834) 149 The feline 
quadrupeds. 1850 Lyext aud Visit U.S. 11. 335 The feline 
tribe and the foxes. 1876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 159 
Fanaticism has within it a more than feline tenacity of life. 

b. 1843 Lytton Last Bar. 1.i, The feline care with which 
he stepped aside from any patches of mire. 1851 H. Mer- 
vitte Whale xii. 204 Human madness is oftentimes a..most 
feline thing. 

B. sd. An animal of the cat tribe. 

1861 Woop Jllustr. Nat. Hist. I. 196 The large savage 
feline that ranges the waste lands. 1889 Pad/ A/adl G. 14 
Oct. 3/3 The eyes are .. as bright as a feline’s in the dark. 

Hence Fe‘linely adv., in a feline manner; Fe'- 


lineness, the state of being feline. 

1848 Lytton Harold vu. iv, The rings through which 
scratched so felinely the paw of .. Griffin. 1865 CarLyLe 
Fredk. Gt. V. xiv. Vv. 202 Noailles has us in a perfect mouse- 
trap, souriciére as he felinely calls it. 1893 National Ob- 
server 25 Mar. 467/2 His gait was felinely nimble. 

Felinity (fliniti). [f prec. + -1ry.] The 
quality of being feline ; a cat-like disposition ; the 
typical qualities of the cat-tribe. 
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1855 ‘M. Hartann’ Hidden Path xxviii. 270 This idio- 
syncrasy of his felinity tormented Bella more than ever. 
1882 F. W. Harper in Sfectator 30 Dec. 1682 Felinity, 
at least the highest part of it, is included in humanity. 


Feliole, var. of Frn10LE Ods. 

Felk, var. of FELLOE, FELLY. 

Fell (fel), 56.1 Forms: 1 fel(1, 2-7 fel, 3-6 
felle, 2- fell. Also 3-4 vel, velle. [Com. Teut.: 
OE. fe/, fell str. neut., OF ris. fel, OS. fel (Du. vel), 
OHG. fel (MHG. vel, mod.Ger. fel), ON. (be7-) 
fiall, Goth. (pruts-) fill n.:—OTeut. *fello(m :— 
pre-Teut. *el/o-:—*pelno-, cognate with Gr. 
méAAa, Lat. pellzs skin ; a derivative from the same 
root is F1LM.] 

1. The skin or hide of an animal: a. with the 


hair, wool, etc. 

Beowulf 2088 (Gr.) Sio wees orponcum eall zezyrwed .. 
dracan fellum. c¢ 1000 Sa. Leechd, 11. 334 Nim mereswines 
fel. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 225 God ham 3eworhta ba reaf of 
fellan and hi were mid ban fellen 3escridde. c1220 Bestiary 
135 For his fel he [neddre] der leted. 1340 Ayend. 210 
Zuych difference ase per is be-tuene. .be uelle and be beste. 
1399 LANcL. Rich. Redeles 1. 24 The herte .. ffedith him 
on be venym, his ffelle to anewe. a1400-50 Alexander 
5083 Sum fellis of fischis. c1483 Caxron Vocab. 9b, Of 
shepes fellis. 1551 Robinson tr. AZore’s Utop. (Arb.) 98 
They carie furth.. purple died felles. 161rz2 - Drayton 
Poly-olb. vii. 104 Her Wooll whose Staple doth excell.. 
the golden Phrygian Fell. 1757 Dyer /Zeece (1807) 68 In 
loose locks of fells she most delights. 183x CarLyLe Sart. 
Res. 1. viii. 37 The Horse I ride has his own whole fell. 
1870 Morris Zarthly Par. III. 1v. 6 A lion’s skin .. So 
wrought with gold that the fell showed but dim Betwixt the 
threads. 

+b. as distinguished from the hair, etc. Ods. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 418 Uelles wel i-tauwed. 1436 Pol. Poems 

(Rolls) II. 168 Of Scotlonde the commoditees Ar ffelles, 
hydes, and of wolle the ffleesse. 158x W. Srarrorp Z-ram. 
Compl. ii. (1876) 5: Of our felles they make Spanish skins, 
Gloues, and Girdels. 1615 T. Apams Lycanthropy 20 His 
fell good, his fleece good, his flesh good. 1719 D'Urrry 
Pills V. 294 Wool, New pull'd from tanned Fells. 

e. Proverbs. 

1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 106 The old Proverbe .. which 
saieth ‘If Shepe ronne wilfully emongest Wolves they shall 
lese ether Life or Fell.’ 1579 Gosson Sch, A duse (Arb.) 20 
‘The woolf iettes in weathers felles. 

2. Said of the human skin, rarely of the skin 
covering an organ of the body. Often in phr. /Vesh 
and fell: see Fursu. Now only as ¢ransf. from 1. 

c1000 ¥uliana 591 (Gr.) Nees. .ne feax ne fel fyre gemzled. 
¢1z00 Ormin 8591, I fell & flesh wipbuten deb. a@ 1300 
Sarmunvi. in £. £. P. (1862) 2 pi velle pat is wib-oute. 1387 
Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) VI. 247 An evel pat was bytwene 
veland flesche. c1450.S¢. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6076 In synnes, 
in Ioyntes, in fell, and flessh, 156: Hottysusu Hom. Afoth. 
1gb, The celles or felles that enuiron the harte. 1606 
Ho iano Swetox. 239 That kind. of dropsy wherein water 
runneth between the fell and the flesh, 1831 CartyLe Sav. 
Res, (1858) 23 The rest of his body sheeted in its thick 
natural fell. 1890 H. M. Srancey in 7zzes 6 May, A light 
brown fell stood out very clearly. 

Jig. 21228 Ancr. R. 120 Nis per, peonne, bute vorworpen 
sone bet ruwe vel abute pe heorte. 

+b. ‘The flesh immediately under the skin’ 


(Burns Gloss.). Obs. 

1889 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Gloucester xiii, She haply with her 
nayles may claw hym tothe fell. 1567 TurBerv. Zfitaphes, 
etc. 108 b, Augmenting still his secret sore by piercing fell 
and skin. 1786 Burns Ordination xii. 5 See, how she peels 
the skin an’ fell As ane were peelin onions ! 


3. A covering of hair, wool, etc., esf. when thick 
and matted; a fleece. Often in phr. @ fell of hair, 


a head or shock of hair. 

1600 Suaxs. A. VY. L, ut. ii. 55 We are still handling our 
Ewes and their Fels you know are greasie. 1605 — J/acd, 
v. v. rr My Fell of haire Would at a dismall Treatise rowze, 
and stirre As life were in’t. c1640 J. SmMytu Lives Berkeleys 
(1883) I. 162 A Sheepskyn accordinge to the growth of 
the fell, 1842 N. A. Woops Your Canada 14 Their flat 
Tartar features half hidden under a fell of coarse, unkempt 
hair. 1844 Lowe. Columbus, The surly fell of Ocean's 
bristled neck! 1872 Lowrti Dante Prose Wks. 1890 IV. 
204 zote, Reason (Virgil) first carries him down by clinging 
to the fell of Satan. 

A. attrib. and Comb., as fell-rot (Sc.), -ware, 
-wound. Also fell-ill Sc. (see quot.) ; fell-poake 
Sc., waste clippings or parings resulting from the 
preparation of skins (used for manure) ; fell-wool 
(see quot. 1888), and FELL-MONGER. 

1798 R. Douctas Agric. Roxb. 149 Aged cattle .. are 
liable to be hide bound, a disease known here. .by the name 
of the *felL-ill. @1803 J. Gretronin A. Hunter's Georg, Ess. 
(1803) ITI. 139 Get your *fell-poake on your head-land by the 
latter end of October. 1799 Ess. Highland Soc. 11, 465 
Many different kinds of rot ..as the..*fell-rot, the bone-rot 
and other rots. 1399 LancL. Rich. Redeles ut. 150 Ffurris of 
ffoyne and ober *ffelle-ware. 1552 Act 5-6 Edw. V/,c. 6 
§ 1 Mingling *Fell-wool and Lambs-wool. . with Fleece-wool. 
1677 PLor Ox/ordsh. 278 This Fell wool they separate into 
five or six sorts. 1888 ELwortuy WW. Somerset Word-bk., 
Fell-wool, the wool pulled from sheep-skins in distinction 
from the fleece wool shorn from the living animal. 1382 
Wycuir Zev, xiii. 19 In the place of the bocche aperith a 
*fel wounde [Lat. crca/yix]. 1382 — Jer, xxx. 17 Y schal 
helen parfitly thi felle wounde to thee. 


Fell (fel), s2.2 Also 4-5 felle, 4-7 fel. [a. 
ON. fall (Sw. fedll, Da. fjeld) mountain, perh. 
:-OTeut. *e/zo(m, related by ablaut to *falzso-, 
OHG. elds, mod.G. fe/s rock. J 
1, A hill, mountain. Obs. exc. in proper names 





FELL. 


of hills in'the north-west of England, as Bowfell, 
Scawfell, etc. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 6461 (Cott.) Moyses went vp-on bat fell, 
and fourti dais can ber-on duell. /d¢d. 22534 (Cott.) Pe dals 
up-rise, be fells dun fall. c1400 Maunpey. (Roxb.) xiv. 64 
Thurgh pe straytes of mountaynes and felles. ¢ 1470 
Harpine Chron. ci. vii, His graue is yet .. vpon the fell. 
1535 Stewart Cvou. Scot. L11.435 With clarions. .Quhomeof 
the sound did found attouir the fell. 1610 HoLLAnp Camz- 
den’s Brit. 1. 755 High topped hilles and huge fels standing 
thicke together. 

2. A wild, elevated stretch of waste or pasture 
land; a moorland ridge, down. Now chiefly in 
the north of England and parts of Scotland. — For- 
merly often in phr. rth (firth) and fell: see 
FRITH. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 7697 (Cott.) In frith and fell, Saul soght 
dauid for to quell. c1420 Anturs of Arth. iv, Thay questun, 
thay quellun By frythun, by fellun. 1486 Bk. St. Albans 
FE. ja, Wheresoeuer ye fare by fryth or by fell. 1549 Covi. 
Scot. vi. 66 The laif of ther fat flokkis follouit on the fellis. 
1562 Turner Herbal u. 57a, Feniculum.,groweth in..wild 
mores, called felles. 1612 Drayton Poly-ol6. xvii, The Syl- 
uans that... did dwell, Both in the tufty Frith, and in the 
mossy Fell. 1769 Gray Lett. Wks. 1836 IV. 145 Greystock 
town and castle. .lie only 3 miles (over the Fells) from Ulz- 
water. 1867 JEAN IncELow Gladys 169 With fell and preci- 
pice, It ran down steeply to the water’s brink. 1872 JENKIN- 
son Guide Eng. Lakes (1879) 121 The fell is ascended by the 
side of aravine. 1880 Miss Broucuton Sec. Th. 11. i, Fells 
and becks, whose cool memory has often come back .. to 


er. 

4, b. In 16-17thc. understood to mean: A marsh, 
fen. 

1514 Firzuers. ust. Peas (1538) 115 Lowe grounds for 
medowes, felles, fennes. 1583 Stanyuurst A ve7zs 1. (Arb.) 
23 Throgh fels and trenches thee chase thee coompanye 
tracked. 16x1 SpeeD 7 eat. Gt. Brit. Pref., Her Fels and 
Fens so replenished with wilde foule. 1612 Drayton Po/y- 
olb, iii. 42 Ye .. be grac’t With floods or marshie fels. 

ec. Sc. ‘A field pretty level on the side or top of 
a hill’ (Burns Glossary in Poems 1787), 

1794 Burns Now Westlin Winds ii, The partridge loves 
the fruitful fells ; The plover loves the mountains. 

3. attrib, as in fell-berry, -foot, -gate, -head, 
-land (hence -lander), -mouse, -miuttion, -range, 
-riage, -sheep, -side, -top; fell-bloom, the flower 
of Bird's-foot Trefoil, Loves corniculatus (Jam.) ; 
fell-thrush, the missel-thrush. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 16 July 4/2 We make wonderfully good 
*fell-berry puddings. 1761 in Wesley's Frn/. 18 Apr. (1827) 
III. 49 ‘Take the galloway, and guide them to the *Fell 
foot’. 1867 SmytH Sazlor's Word-bk., *Fell-head, the top 
of a mountain not distinguished by a peak. 1890 /est- 
mnoreland Gaz. 8 Nov. 4/3, 2,640 Acres of *Fell Land. 1774 
T. West Antig. Furness p. xlv, The *fellanders of Furness. 
1874 Dasent Vales fr. Fjeld 332 There was no end to the 
*fell-mouse’s greediness, 1769 Gray Lett. Wks. 1836 IV. 158 
*Fell-mutton is now in season. 1863 Sfving Lapl. 55 The 
great dividing *fell-range between Norway and Sweden. 1886 
Pall Mall G. 6 Aug. 5/2 The ptarmigan..soaring over the 
*fell-ridge with a low chuckle. /ézd. 9 Aug. 4/1 The *fell 
sheep suffered severely. 1862 T. SHortER in Weldon’s 
Register Aug. 24 His early *fell-side neighbours. 1872 JEN- 
KInSON Guide Eng. Lakes (1879) 322 A point on the fellside 
is reached where are two paths. 1879 Cumtbr/d. Gloss. Suppl., 
*Fell thrush. 1886 Pall Mall G. 6 Aug. 5/2 That *fell top 
appeared to be uninhabited by any more [ptarmigan]. 

+ Fell, 50.3 Obs. rare—}. [a. L. fell-, fel gall.] 
Gall, bitterness ; hence, animosity, rancour. 

zs90 Spenser /. Q. ul. xi. 2 Untroubled of vile feare or 
bitter fell. 

Fell (fel), 50.4 [f. FrLn v.; in some senses perh. 
repr. OE. figl/: see FALL sd.] 

1, The action of the vb. FELL in various senses. 


a. A knockdown blow. 
1877 Holderness Gloss. s.v., ‘If thoo disn’t ’mind ah sal 
be givin tha a fell inoo.’ 
b. A cutting down of timber; concr. the timber 


cut down at one season; = FALL sé.1 14. 

1683. CRromwELt in Carlyle Lett. § Sp. (1871) I. 280 
Ordinary fells. 1663 Pepys Diavy 11 Dec., When a fell is 
made, they leave here and there a grown tree. 1727 Brap- 
LEY Fam. Dict. s.v. Coppice, Leave young Trees enough, 
you may take down the worst at the next Fell. 1767 A. 
Youne Farmer's Lett. People 156 A small fell will amount 
to..thirty pounds. 1888 Riper Haccarp Col. Quaritch I. 
x, The trees were gone. .‘ Cut down this spring fell’. 

ce. The sewing down (a fold, etc.) level with the 
cloth (see Fat v. 6); concr. a ‘ felled’ seam. 

1874 Knicnt Dict. Mech., Fell..a form of hem in which 
one edge is folded over the other and sewed down; or in 
which one edge is left projecting and is sewed down over 
the previous seam. 1885 BrietzcKe & Rooper Plain 
Needlewk. 29 The fell..means, hemming neatly the turned 
down edge on to the material itself. 1885 Mrs. Crory 
Man, Needlework 9 Hem, fell, gather and buttonhole. 

d. A ‘fall’ of lambs. Ods. exc. dial. 

1625 B. Jonson Paz’s Anniversary, So shall the first of 
all our fells be thine. 1823 in Moor Suffolk Words. 

2. ‘ The line of termination of a web in the pro- 


cess of weaving, formed by the last weft-thread 


. driven up by the lay; the line to which the warp 


is at any instant wefted’ (Ogilvie). 
1874 in Knicut Dict. Mech. s.v. 1882 in Cautreitp Dict, 
Needlewk. s.v. Felling. i 
8. Comb., as fell wood, timber ready to be felled ; 


fellable wood. 

1736 Near Hist. Purit. II. 2x The Londoners were dis- 
tressed. . for coals, which obliged them to have recourse to the 
. cutting down all fell wood on the estates of Delinquents. 


FELL. 


Fell (fel), 53.5 Mining. a. Lead ore in its rough 
state. Cf. Bouse sd.2 b. Lead ore siftings. 

1653 Mantove Lead-miines 266 Fell, Bous and Knock- 
barke. 1851 [see Bouse sé.*]. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., 
Fell .. the finer portions of lead ore which fall through the 
meshes of the sieve when the ore is sorted by sifting. 

Fell (fel), z. and adv. Forms: 3-5 felle, 3-6 
fel(e, 3- fell. [a. OF. fe/=Pr. fe/, It. fello fierce, 
cruel, savage :—popular Lat. fe//0, nom. of fellon-em 
sb.: see FELON.] A. adj. 

1. Of animals and men, their actions and attri- 
butes: Fierce, savage; cruel, ruthless; dreadful, 
terrible. Also in cruel and fell, fierce and fell. 
Now only foet. or rhetorical. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3974 (Cott.) Esau... was fel and wald 
noght spare. id. 20935 (Cott.) [P]JAul .. bicome..schep o 
wolf, and mek of fell. 1340 Ayend. 61 Pe felliste best pe 
me clepep hyane. c1350 Wild. Palerne 3614 Po bi-gan bat 
batayle .. Feller saw neuer frek from Adam to bis time. 
c¢ 1400 MauNpEV. (Roxb.) xi. 44 Herode was a full wikkid 
man and a fell. cx1450 Gesta Rom. xxxi. 115 (Add. MS.) 
By a felle lyon thou shalt lose thi lyf. c1470 Henry 
Wallace 1. 109 Quhen fechtyng was fellast. 1483 Caxton 
G. de la Tour x. 14 Alle proude hertys that be felle. 1553 
Brenve Q. Curtius Svij, He beheld them with a fell 
countenaunce and rose up to have stricken at them. 1622 
Dekker Virg. Martir 1. Wks. 1873 IV. 10 My fell hate. 
1634 Mitton Comins 257 Fell Charybdis murmured soft ap- 
plause. 1653 H.Cocan tr. Pixto’s Trav. xxii. 78 Such fell 
and cruel people, as the Chineses were. 1688 R. Ho_me 
Armoury 1. 184/2 The.. Ban-dog .. is fierce, is fell, is stout, 
is strong. 31748 RicHARDSON Clarissa (1811) II. xxxiii. 238, 
‘I will risque all consequences’ said the fell wretch. 1812 
Byron Ch. Har, 1. xv, And earth from fellest foemen 
purge. 1813 Scorr Rokeby iv. xxvi, His fell design. 1847 
Emerson. Poems, Dzemonic Love Wks. (Bohn) I. 465 Even 
the fell Furies are appeased. 1864 Burton Scot Aér. I. iii. 
118 With all the fell ferocity of men falling on their bitterest 
feudal enemy. 1877 C. Geixtr Christ xxiii. (1879) 255 The 
soul..drawn down to earth by a fell necessity. 

2. Of things, esp. of natural agents, weapons, 
disease, suffering, etc.: Keen, piercing, intensely 
painful or destructive. Of poison: Deadly. Still 
dial. in colloquial use ; in literature only Zoe¢. and 
rhetorical: Dire, appallingly cruel or destructive. 

13.. £, £, Aliit. P. B. 421 [The Ark] Flote forthe with 
the flyt of be felle wyndez. Jézd. B. 954 Felle flaunkes of 
fyr. a 1330 Ofuel 59 Oliuer..bar a spere kene & fel. 1377 
Lanct. P. P/. B. xvi. 31 Pe flesshe is a fel wynde. c¢ 1440 
York Myst. xiv. 72 Pe fellest freese pat euer I felyd. c1440 
Bone Flor. 1973 Hys sekeness was so felle. c1475 Rauf 
Coilzear 74 The wedderis ar sa fell, that fallis on the feild. 
1559 W. CUNNINGHAM Cosmtogr. Glasse 66 Like as the Zones 
..the middest of them all men eschew, the burning is so fell. 
1567 TurBerv. Epitaphes, etc. (1837) 386 Small arrowis, cruel 
heads, that fel and forked be. 1663 Butter Hid. 1. ii. 803 
To guard its Leader from fell bane. 1729 T. Cooke Zades, 
Proposals, etc. 139 With the fellest Venom swells his Veins. 
1742 Gray To Adversity v, Despair, and fell Disease, and 
ghastly Poverty. 1757 Smotiett Reprisal Epil., Such fell 
seas of trouble. 1787 Burns Winter Night i, Biting Boreas, 
fell and doure. 183 CartyLe Misc. (1857) II. 309 Common 
ashes are solemnly labelled as fell poison. 1867 G. Mac- 
DONALD Poewzs 194 Hunger fell is joined with frost. 

b. of an incident, portion of time, etc. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 22428 (Fairf.) pe cruel dais & felle be-for 
domis-dai pai salle be sene. c¢1425 Wyntoun Cron. vu. ii. 
53 For drede of fellare chawns Sum of paim pan fled in 
Frawns. ¢1470 Henry Wallace sy. 110 Bot fell tithings 
was brocht Persie beforn. 1557 Tottel/’s Misc., Golden 
Meane (1870) 256 Of lofty ruing towers the fals the feller be. 
1799 SHERIDAN Pizarro i. ii, The last and fellest peril of 
thy life. 182x Joanna Batu Met. Leg., Columb.xlv, The 
injured Hero's fellest hour. 

ce. Sc. With reference to taste: Keen, pungent. 

1786 Burns Cotter’s Saturd. Nt. 96 The dame brings forth 
. her weel-hain’d kebbuck, fell. 

+3. Hot, angry, enraged, virulent. Ods. 

1382 Wycur /cclus. xxiil. 22 A fel soule as fyr brennende 
shal not be quenchid. azq4so Ant. de la Jour (1868) 86 
Amon was right fel and wrothe. 1558 Br. Watson Sev. 
Sacrant. xxix. 186 The manne ought not to be bitter and 
fell agaynste his wyfe in vsing brawlinges. 1590 SHaKs. 
Mids. N.u. i. 20 Oberon is passing fell and wrath. 

4, Full of spirit, sturdy, doughty. Ods. exc. dial. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 125 Pe burgeis were fulle 
felle. c1400 Desty. Troy 129 A faire man of feturs, & fellist 
inarmys. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 64 To make the Romains more 
egir and fellir in that bataile. 1522 World & Child in Hazl. 
Dodsiey 1. 252 So fell a fighter in a field was there never 
y-found. 1593 Drayton Eclogues 1v. 122 Fell was he and 
eager bent In Battaile. 18x53 Scotr Guy M. xxii, A fell 
chield at the vermin. 1876 H/hithy Gloss. s.v., I wasn't i’ 
fell order’, not in able condition. 

b. Const. for, on, + to: In earnest, eager; bent 
or intent zfor. Ods. exc. dial. 

1666 Pepys Diary 15 Jan., I am so fell to my business that 
T..will not go. 1876 Whitby Gloss. s.v., ‘Thoo’s mair fell 
for thy dinner than rife for a race.’ 1888 Riper HaGcarp 
Col. Quaritch xxviii, lam rarely fell on seeing them and 
having a holiday look round Lunnon. 

+ 5. Shrewd; clever, cunning. Ods. 

c1275 Lay. 5302 Mid hire felle [c 120g prat] wrenches. 
1382 Wycuir Prov. xii. 16 Who forsothe dissymulith wrongus 
is fel. c 1400 Leryn 1853 Evandir was his name, that sottill 
was and fell. ¢1475 Partenay 1237 Till thay wer growyn 
ryght large, wyse, and fell. 1561 Rakveae Let. 7 Dec. in 
Keith Hist. Ch. §& St. Scot. (1734) 1. 205 Liddington hath a 
crafty Head and fell Tongue. 1725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. 
iu. ii, The fellest fortune-teller e’er was seen. 

6. In weakened sense; Exceedingly great, huge. 
mighty. Ods. exc. Se. 

x515 Scot. Hield 44 There they fell, at the first shotte 
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Many a fell fothir. 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 22 This 
Harrat hath spent a fell time in bussing like a preacher. 
1889 J. M. Barrie Window in Thrums xiv. 131 ‘It hada 
fell lot o’ brass aboot it.’ 

+7. quasi-sb. The adj. used absol. Obs. 

a@1300 Cursor M, 1124 (Cott.), ‘Caym ware es pi broiper 
abell?’ ‘I wat neuer,’ said he, pat fell. ¢ 1340 Gaw. & G7. 
Kut, 1565 per be felle bydez. 

8. Comd., as fell-like adj. (dial.) 

1854 Phemie Millar VII. 179 She did think it was a fell 
like thing that any one. .should be thinking of nonsense. 


B. adv. 

1. In a ‘fell’ manner; +cruelly, fiercely (0ds.) ; 
eagerly, vigorously, excessively (obs. exc. dial.). 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 23997 (Cott.) Quen i sagh paa juus snell, 
Rise again mi sun sua fell, ful wanles wex i ban. c1320 
Sir Tristr. 97 He ..Was wounded in pat fi3t Ful felle. 
13.. £. £. Adit. P. B. 1040 Pat fel fretes be flesch & 
festred bones. c1470 Harpinc Chyon. cxcvil. v, He chas- 
tised theim no feller as was sene. 1597 MontcomeERIE JZisc. 
Poems xxii. 10 ‘Fell peart,’ quod Cupid, ‘thou appeirs.’ 
1832-53 Whistle-binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 111. 114 Our Sawnies 
and Maggies .. At e’en blythe will dance, yet work fell the 
neist morn. 1863 Morton Cycl. Agric. (E. D.S.), A plough 
goes too fell when going deeper than is wished. 1876 
Whitby Gloss., He eats his meat varry fell, 1889 J. M. 
Barrie Window in Thrums xvi. 148 She was ‘ complaining 
fell (considerably) about her back the day’. 

2. Comb. with ppl. adjs. 

1587 Misfort. Arthur 1, ii. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 268 Cast 
off this .. fell-disposed mind. 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, v. i. 
146 These fell-lurking Curres. 1795 Fate Sedley II. 62 
Goaded by the fell pointed spear. 1876 Whitby Gloss. s.v., 
Frell-bred, of a vicious kind. 


Fell (fel), v. a. t.and pa. pple. felled (feld). 
Forms: 1 fellan, fyllan, Vorthumd, feellan, 2-5 
felle(n, (5 fellyn), 4-6 fel, 3- fell. [OE. f¢llan, 
Jigllan, fyllan = OF ris. falla, fella, OS. fellian 
(Du. vellen), OHG. fellen (MHG. vellen, mod.Ger. 
Sillen), ON. fella (Da. felde, Sw. falla) :—OTeut. 
*falljan, causative of *fall-an FAL v.] 

trans. To cause to fall. 

1. To cut, knock, or strike down (a man or 
animal). ‘Also, to bring down (with a missile), 
Often with dow, to the ground, etc. 

c1000 Ags. Ps, (Thorpe) cxxxviii. 16 [cxxxix. 19] 3if bu 
syddan wylt pa firenfullan fyllan mid deade. a 1325 Prose 
Psalter cv(i]. 26 He feld hem doun in wildernesse. @1330 
Otuel 60 Anwe of Nubie..felde Oliuer to grounde, 1375 
Barsour Bruce xu. 524 Mon worthy men..wes fellit in 
that ficht. a@1400 Cov, Myst, (1841) 65 Opyn in the fielde 
the fend he shal felle. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynton 
xii. 288, I felde hym doun ded afore me to therthe. c1g00 
Lancelot 3299 Sum in the feld fellit isin swon. 1600 Hot- 
Land Livy xxut. 490 Most of them were felled and strucken 
stark dead. 1671 Narsoroucu ¥rul. in Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy. 1. (1694) 168 A great White Bear .. which he shot at, 
and fell’d her down. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 41 
On the top of a withered Stump sate perching a Chamelion 
.-I caused a Black .. to fell him with an Earthen Pellet. 
170z Pore Wife of Bath 416, 1, with one buffet fell’d him 
on the floor, 1843 Lever ¥. Hinton xxix, Straight between 
the eyes the weapon struck me, and felled me to the ground. 
1852 R. F. Burton Lalconry in Vall. of Indus v.60 If two 
[hawks] are flown they are certain to fell the game. 1855 
Smepb.ey //. Coverdale li, With one blow of this [fist] I be- 
lieve I could fell an ox. 

absol. c1400 Afelayne 266 Thay felde faste of oure 
chevalrye. 1535 Stewart Crom. Scot. (1858) I. 332 Bot 
still thai stude durst nother fell nor fle. 1542-5 BrinKLow 
Lament. (1874) 86 When he striketh, he felleth to the 
grounde. 

+b. Zo fell along: to lay (a man) at full length. 

1665 DryvEn /xdian Emp. u. ii, I fell’d along a Man of 
bearded. Face. 1668 — Lvening’s Love y.i, A huge giant 
seized my torch, and felled me along. 

+e. To kill. Ods. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 22903 (Cott.) An hungre leon .. bis wolf 
..feld ant ete him al. 1362 Lanot. ?. PZ. A. xu. 65, I shal 
felle pat freke in a fewe dayes! axqgo0-so Alexander 
3orr (Dublin MS.) Full fele fleys may nott felle bott a few 
wasspez. 1681 Cotvi. Whigs Supplic. (1751) 58 They 
felled all our hens and cocks. 

d. Of a disease, hunger, etc. : To lay low, lay 
prostrate ; + to kill. Ods. exc. dial. 

cgoo Beda’s Hist. w. xvii. [xiii.] (1891) 302 Heo mid 
arleasre cwale fylde weron. c¢x1200 77in. Coll. Hom. 177 
Penne hit pat tuderinde widleod and cumed code oder 
qualm and michel perof felled. a@1605 MontcomErIE 
Flyting w. Polwart 305 The fersie, the falling-euill, that 
fels many freikes. 1665 BoyLe Occas. Neff. 1. ili. (1845) 106 
Feavers burn us..Epilepsies fell us, Colicks tear us. 1855 
Rosinson IVhitby Gloss.‘ Felled with his ailment’, prostrate 
with sickness. 

+e. fig. To cast down, defeat, ruin, humiliate. 
Obs. Also dial. of anything startling: To ‘knock 
(one) down’. 

c1o00 Ags, Ps, (Thorpe) lxxiii, 22 [Ixxiv. 23] Fyll pa ofer 
hydigan. @1340 Hamrote Psalter cxxii. x Ill luf fellis us 
doun in til the erth. 1535 CoverDALE /sa. x. 33 He shal 
..felthe hie mynded. 1602 Marston Axtonio’s Rev. w. i, 
Starke feld with brusing stroke of chance. 1855 Mrs. Gas- 
KELL North § S. xxxvi, ‘I’m welly felled wi’ seeing him.’ 

2. To cut down (a tree). Also, + Zo fell down. 

a1000 Riddles ii. 9 (Gr.) Ic..beamas fylle. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 12395 (Cott.) He him suld sli timber fell. ?2ax400 
Morte Arth, 1247 He fellez forestez fele. 1520 Caxton’s 
Chron. Eng. u. 11b/2 Brute caused to fell downe woddes, 
1545 BrinxLow Comp. xxiii. (1874) 58 Ye must fell down to 
the ground those rotten postys, the bisshops. 1577 B. Goocr 
Heresbach's Husb, 1. (1586) 105 b, ‘The chesnut may bee 
felde every seventh yeere. 1667 Mitton P. L. v1. 575 Oak 
or Firr With branches lopt in Wood or Mountain fell’d. 1725 








FELLEOUS. 


De For Voy. round World (1840) 340 They found three 
trees .. and they .. felled and shaped them. 1869 Lecky 
Europ. Mor. i. i. 195 Gigantic forests were felled. 

absol, 1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest xiii, They went 
out to fell at a cluster of small spruce fir about a mile off. 

+3. To break down, overthrow, knock down (a 
building, construction, or erection of any kind), 

axo00 Crist 486 (Gr.) Hergas fyllad. bid. 709 Saag be 
synsceadan..godes tempel..fyldon. a@x000 Cross 73 (Gr.) 
pa us man fyllan ongan ealle to eordan. crago S. Eng. 
Leg. 1. 366/43 Pe prince for wrathbe of his [seint Iacob's] 
prechingue be laddre a-doun gan felle. 1297 R. Giouc. 
(1724) 526 A wynd..So grete yt com, pat yt velde mony 
hous adoun. c¢1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 4002 Amalek he 
smote on the crovn That twoo quarters he feld a-doun Of 
his helme. 1467 Mann. & Househ. Exp. 172 The walls of 
the salte howses..schal be felled or it be long. 1607 Top- 
SELL Serpents (1658) 785 The .. web.. if one throw or cast 
dust upon it..will rather be distended and stretched, then 
either undone, broken, or felled down. 

+b. To knock (fruit or leaves) off a tree. Ods. 

1393 Lancv. P. PZ. C. x1x. 128 That elde felde efte pat 
frut. c1400 Rom. Rose 911 Nyghtyngales .. The leeves 
felden as they flyen. 

+4. To cause to stumble; 


quot. fig. Ods. ' 
c975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt. v. 29 Gif panne pin ege pet 
ane feelle pec ahloca hit & awerp from Se. 1377 LANGL. 
P. Pi. B. 11. 126 3owre fadre she felled porw fals biheste. 
+5. Without the notion of suddenness or vio- 


to trip up; in 


€ 1330 
pei suld 


14... How 


6. To stitch down (the wider of the two edges 
left projecting by a seam) so that it lies flat over the 
other edge and leaves a smooth surface on the 


under-side of the seam. Also, ¢o fell a seam. 

[Etymological identity with the other senses is not certain 5 
but the general sense ‘cause to fall’ appears applicable. ] 

1758 FRANKLIN Let. Wks. 1887 III. 7 It is to be sewed 
together, the edges being first felled down. 1842 BARHAM 
Ingol. Leg., Aunt Fanny, Each .. began working ..‘ Fell- 
ing the Seams’, and ‘whipping the Frill’. 1887 Sons’ 
Househ. Managem., Workroom 891 Fel! down the turnings, 
or only overcast them. 1892 Weldon's Ladies’ Frnl. Oct. 
73 This opening is turned in once on the wrong side, over 
which is felled a piece of binding. 

absol. 1862 M. T. Morratt Weedle-making 41 I'm teach- 
ing little Mary to gather and to fell. 

Hence Felling //. a. 

1597 Danie Civ. Wars ut. xxv, Now wardes a felling 
blow, now strikes again. 

Fellable (felab’l), a. [f. Fru v. + -aBLE.] 
That may be felled ; fit or ready to be cut down. 

1581 Act 23 Eliz.c.5 Preamb., Fellable Woods serving 
for Fewel. 1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4837/3 A good Quantity 
of Timber, great part of it fellable, 1726 Dict. Rust. s.v. 
Tiller, A little Tree left to grow till it be fellable. 1830 
Mrs. Bray /itz of F. xii. (1884) 102 These woods cannot 
possibly be considered under the clause of cedua sylva, 
fellable wood. 

Fellage (felédz). rare. [f. as prec. +-AGE.] 
The action or process of felling or cutting down. 

1839 Battery Vestus (1848) 4/2 Why score the young green 
bole For fellage? 


Fellah (fea). //. fellaheen, fellahs. [a. 
Arab. cs Jellah husbandman, f. -\s falaha 


to till the soil.] A peasant in Arabic-speaking 
countries; in Eng. applied esp. to those of Egypt. 

1743 Pocockr Descr. East 1. 177 The Mahometan inhabit- 
ants of Egypt are either original natives, in the villages 
call’d Filaws, or they are of the Arab race. 1802 Ann. Reg. 
742 The Fellahs .. are the farmers and husbandmen of the 
country. 1856 STANLEY Sizai § Pad. i. (1858) 22 note, 
‘Fellah’ and ‘ Fellahin’ the inhabitants of villages and culti- 
vated ground. 1877 A. B. Eowarps Uf Nile xxii. 714 Farther 
on, the brown Fellaheen. .are cutting clover. 

Felle, obs. form of FALL sé,%, trap. 


Felled (feld), 447. a.) [f. Fen v. +-xp1.] 

1. Of timber: That has been cut down. 

1844 H. H. Witson Srit. ndia 111. 123 A thick abatis of 
felled trees and brushwood, 1865 Livincstone Zambest 
546 The felled wood was gathered into heaps. 1870 Morris 
Larthly Par. II. iv. 369 On a felled oaken tree We sat. 

2. Of a seam: Sewn down so as to be level with 
the material. 

1885 Brierzcke & Roorer Plain Needlewk. 29 A felled 
seam, when finished, must lie perfectly flat on both sides. 

Felled (feld), sp/. a.2 [f. Frun sb.1+-xp2.] 
Having a fell. Only in comb., as /tl/-felled, white- 

Selled adjs. 

1618 CuHarman /Yfesiod I, 364 Full-fell’d sheep are shorn 
with festivals. 1867 Morris Yason xvi. 384 Lands where 
dwells the sluggish white-felled bear. 

+ Felleous (felts), a. Obs. [f. L. felle-us (f. 

Jel gall) +-ous.] =Brutary,. 
1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. vi. 232 When the felleous 


humour..is voided upwards. /éid. x1x. 689 The felleous 
Ferment. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 


FELLER. 


Feller (felo1). [f. Faun v.+-rr1.] One who 
or that which fells. ’ 

1, One who knocks down (a person). Zé. and fig. 

a 1400 Covt. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 159 Heyl ! ffellere of the 
fende! cx161x CuHapman /déad xv. 475 Whose fall when 
Meges view’d, He let fly at his feller’s life, 

2. One who cuts down (timber) ; a wood-cutter. 

1466 Mann. §- Househ, Exp. 346 Item, to ij. fellers of 
tymbre..viij.d. 1553 Act 7 Edw, VJ, c.7 § 1 The Penalty 
.. dependeth .. not upon the.. Feller of the same [Fuel]. 
1650 T. B. Worcester's Apoph, 80 The hatchet of one of the 
fellers chanc’d to strike out a chip. 17.. Exiz. Carter 
Lett. (1808) 410 The Hamadryads. .will scream in the ears 
of the feller till he drops his axe. 1790 Burns /f. to R. 
Graham xiii, The rooted oaks would fly, Before th’ ap- 
proaching fellers. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr, Afr. in 
Frnt. Geog. Soc. XX1X, Trees .. against which no feller 
has come up. [After /sa. xiv. 8.] 

3. An attachment to a sewing machine for ‘ fell- 
ing’ (see FELL v. 6). 

1874 in Knicut Dict, Mech. 

Fell-fare, var. of FIELDFARE, 

+Fellhead. Os. rare. In 4 felhede. [f. 
FELL @. +-HEAD.] =FELLNESS. 

1340 Ayenb. 29 Pe felhede of herte huerof comep vale 
Lag Lbid, 159 Loue: a-ye enuye. Mildnesse: a-ye fel- 

ede. 

Fellic (felik), a [f. L. fell-, fel gall + -10.] 
Only in Fed/ic acid (see quot. 1889). 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fellic acid,same as Fellinic acid. 
1889 Muir & Morey Watts’ Dict. Chem. I. 537 Fellic 
acid C23 H49 O4 [120°], an acid said to accompany cholic 


acid in human bile. 
+ Fe‘llicate, v. Ods.—° [f. late L. fellicat., 


ppl. stem of fellicare, f. L. fellare to suck.] trans. 
To suck. 1623-6 in CocKERAM. 

Felliducous (fe'lidiz:kos), a. [f. late L. fe/- 
lidiic-us (f. L. fed gall, bile + diic-ére to lead) + 
-ous.] (See quot.) 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Felliducous, term applied to reme- 
dies inducing a flow of bile; cholagogue. 

Fellifluous (feli‘flzos), a. [f. late L. felliftu- 
us (f. fel gall+flucre to flow)+-ous.] Flowing 
with gall. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 
in Syd, Soc. Lex. 

Felling (fe'lin), 07. sb. [f. FELL v. + -ING1.] 

1. The action or an act of cutting down (timber) ; 
concr. the quantity cut down. In quot. 1654 
gerundially with omission of zz. 

1543 Act 35 Hen. VIIT, c. 17 § x Such Standils..as have 
been left there standing at any the felling of the same 
Coppice Woods. 1624 Capt. SmitH Virginia v. 194 The 
felling of marked trees appointed for bounds. 1651 R. Cu1tp 
in Hartlib's Legacy (1655) 47 They every felling cut down 
‘the standers, which they left the felling before. 1654 EveLyN 
Mem. (1857) 1. 302 Saw my Lord Craven's house..now in 
ruins, his goodly woods felling by the rebels. 1663 GERBIER 
Counsel 109 No other cost but felling and lading. 1884 Sir E. 
Fry in Law Reports 28 Ch. Div. 231 They have treated the 
..fellings of larch trees as income to be paid to the tenant. 

+b. 2?concr. A clearing. Ods.. (If this be the 
sense, the word in quot. is due to misinterpretation 
of fe/7= mountain, in an earlier text.) 

a@1300 Cursor MM, 2832 (Gétt.) Make 3e in pe plain na 
duelling, Til 3e bi comen to 3one felling. | 

- +2, Sc. ‘Lowering, down-bringing ; abatement, 
deduction’ (Jam. Supp.). Obs. Cf. FELL v. 5. 

e1300 Stat, Gilde xxviii. in Anc. Laws Burghs Scot. 77 
Pacabit mercatori a quo predicta emerat secundum forum 
prius factum sine felling uel herlebreking. 

3. (See FELL v. 6 

1875 Plain Needlework 11 Here are taught hemming.. 
felling, and fixing. ‘ - 

A. atirib. and Comb., as felling-axe, -machine, 
-saw, -time; felling-bird, the Wryneck ( Yuux 
torquilla). 

1486 Nottinghant Rec. WI. 244 For a grete fellyng axe. 
1549 Privy Council Acts ii. (1890) 350 Felling axes, 7: 
hatchetes, 2 Jd7d. 349 Felling axes, iiij dousen. 1669 
Wortince Syst. Agric. (1681) 109 The best way is at felling- 
time to new cut them. 1691 Loud. Gaz. No. 2675/3, 
20 Men with Felling Axes. 1874 Knicur Dict. MJech., 
Felling-saw. 1877 N.W. Linc. Gloss., Felling axe, an axe 
with a long and narrow head used for felling trees. 1883 
Flanipsh. Gloss., Felling-bird .. its note being first heard 
about the time. .when oaks are felled. 

Fellinic (felinik), a Chem. [f. L. fell-, fel 
gall+-1n+-10.] Fellinic acid: a. see quot. 1884 ; 
b. see quot. 1887. 

1845 G. E. Day tr. Szzon's Anint. Chem. 1. 48 Cholinic 
and fellinic acids are associated in the alcoholic solution, 
1884 Syd. Soc, Lex., Fellinic acid C5q Hy Og 4 HO, an acid 
obtained, according to Berzelius, by treating bile with 
hydrochloric acid, 1887 Lazcet 31 Dec. 1319/2 A new acid 
.. has been discovered by Schotten in human bile, and 
named fellinic acid. 

+ Fellish, a1 Obs. rare. [f. Fun sb.2 +-18H.] 
Pertaining to or resembling a fell. 

1870 Levins Manip. 145 Fellish, montanus, 

+ Fellish, a.2 Obs. rare. [f. Fut a.+-18H.] 
Somewhat fell or fierce. 


¢16s0 Bratuwait Barnabees Frnl, (1818) 121 Never was 
wild boare more fellish. 

Fellmo:nger. [f. Fett sd.1+Moncrr.] A 
dealer in skins or hides of animals, esf. sheep-skins. 

1530 Parser. 219/2 Felmongar, megisster, 1681 OTway 
Soldier's Fort, w.i, A frouzy Fellmonger, 1745 De /oe’s 
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Eng. Tradesman 11, xlvii. 188 The wool being taken from 
the skin by the fellmonger. 1834 Brit. Hxwsb, I. 423 Fell- 
mongers’ poake..is the waste arising from the preparation 
of skins, 1869 BLrackmore Lorxza D, ii, Shopkeepers’ sons, 
young grocers, fellmongers, &c. 

Hence Fe‘llmo:ngery, the craft or calling of a 
fellmonger ; in quot. attv70. 

1759 B, Martin Wat. Hist, Eng. 1. 393 Likewise a good 
Trade in the Felmongery Business, 

Fellness (felnés). [f. Fern a@.+-nEss.] The 
quality of being ‘fell’: see senses of the adj. 

l. Fierceness, harshness, cruelty ; -+sternness, 
severity. Now (exc. in north. dial.) only Zoet. and 
rhetorical; Appalling cruelty, malignity, or de- 
structive effect. 

¢1380 Wyciir Sev. Sel. Wks. I. 55 Obir servantis. .tellen 
to God pis felnes and preien him of venjance. 1387 TREVISA 
Higden (Rolls) VU. 151 [Gregory VI] a man of religioun and 
felnes [Lat. severitatis]. a1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton 
MS. (1867) 27 Pis worde Gaste sowunes sumwhate into felle- 
nes, ¢1440 Gesta Rom, xci. 417 (Add. MS.) In a grete 
felnesse and angre he sente messyngers for the foxe. 1587 
Misfortunes Arthur ww. ii.in Hazl. Dodsley 1V. 323 No fear 
nor fellness fail’d on either side. 1678 R, L’EstRANGE 
Seneca’s Mor.(1702) 297 There is a Ghastly kind of Felness 
in the Aspect of a Mad Dog. 1719 YounG Busiris 1. i, 
Such was: the fellness of his boiling rage. 1814 Cary 
Dante (Chandos ed.) 125 Look how that beast to felness 
hath relaps’d From having lost correction of the spur. 
1865 CartyLe /redk. Gt. V1. xv. xiil. 98 A fellness of humour 
against Friedrich. 

b. Keenness, fierceness (of wind, etc.) ; angry 
painfulness. Ods. exc. dza/. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. vi. 25 Pe felnesse of the wynde. 
1642 Rocers Naaman 466 If that [the felon upon the 
hand] were out the felnesse would cease. 

+2. Shrewdness, wisdom. Oés. 

1382 Wycuir od v. 13 That caccheth wise men in ther 
Se 1382 — Prov. i. 4 That felnesse be 3eue to litle 
childer. 


Felloe (felon), felly (feli). Forms: a. 1 
felz, (f/. felga), 4 feleyzhe, 5 felghe. 8. 5 
felwe, felow(e, 6 fallow, 6-7 fellow, 6- felloe. 
7. 3-5 fely, vely, (#/. 3 velien, -on), 6-8 Sv. 
filly, 7 fally, 7-8 fellee, 8 felley, 6-felly. 6. 7 
fellff, felfe, 9 aza/. felf, felve, felk, 7-8 fell. 
[OE. felg str. fem. corresponds to MDu., Du. velge, 
OHG., felga (mod.Ger. fe/ge). Possibly cognate 
with OTeut. */e/han (see FELE v.), in the sense 
‘to fit together’ (recorded for the OHG. felahan). 

The diversity of forms is due to the varying pronunciation 
of the OE. z, depénding on the nature of the sound which 
followed it in the inflected cases. In the plural /e/ga it was 
the voiced guttural spirant, which in late ME. developed 
into w, producing the 6 forms. In the dative elze it was 
the voiced palatal spirant, and this very early became 
vocalized as 7, whence the y forms. The 6 forms are due to 
the normal unvoicing of the g where it was final, viz. in the 
nom, and accus. sing. ; the resulting sound (x) eventually 
developed into (f), as in daugh, enough, etc.; in some 
dialects, however, it became (k), and in others was dropped. 
(With the forms “2/4, /e/k, cf. the Derbyshire place-name 
now variously spelt Belph, Belk, but in 13th c. Belgh.) In 
England the forms /edloe, felly seem to be equally in good 
use; in the U.S. felly appears to be preferred. ] 

The exterior rim, or a part of the rim, of a wheel, 
supported by the spokes. In J/. the curved pieces 
of wood which, joined together, form the circular 


rim of a wheel. 

a, ¢888 K, Atrrep Boeth. xxix. § 7 /Elces spacan bib 
ober ende fest on bere nafe, oper on Szre felze. c1000 
fitrric Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 106 Caztus, felga. 2a 1400 
Morte Arth. 3309 He fongede faste one pe feleyghes. 1485 
Inv. in Ripon Ch. Acts 373 Decem gang de felghes. 

B. 14.. Nom. in Wr.-Wilcker 727 Hec cantus, a felowe. 
41x Nottingham Rec. 1. 86, xj. felowes, vad. c¢ 1440 
Promp. Parv. 154/2 Felwe of a qwele..cantus. 1552 
Hutoet, Fallowes or straikes ofacarte. 1572 Wills § Inv, 
NV. C. (Surtees) I. 349 Fellowes for wheles vs, 161x Cotcr., 
lantes, the fellowes of awheele. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 
ul, 327/2, I find .. a Felloe, and two Spokes fixed to a peece 
of a Nave. 1731 Beicuton in P&7l. Trans. XXXVII. 5 
Four Rings, or Sets of Felloes. 1837 CartyLte Fr. Rev. 
(1872) I. v. vi. 166 Never over nave or felloe did thy axe 
strike such a stroke, 1863 Wuyte MELvILLE Gladiators 
I. 14 The very spokes and felloes of the wheels were carved 
in patterns. 

y. @1225 Fuliana 56 Purh spiten hit al spaken ant uelien. 
1382 Wycuir 1 A7zgs vii. 33 ‘The spokys and the felijs and 
the naue, 14.. Met, Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 628 Vely, canzz. 
1523 FirzHers. Hwsd. § 5 Nathes, spokes, fellyes, and 
dowles. 1602 SHaxs. Ham. 1. ii. 517 Breake all the 
Spokes and Fallies from her wheele. 1621 G. Sanpys 
Ovid's Met. 1. (1626) 24 On siluer Spokes the golden Fellies 
rol'd. 1745 Beverley Beck Act ii. 4 Wheels. .shall be made 
to contain the full breadth of nine inches in the felley. 1773 
Frankiin Left. Wks. 1840 VI. 383 The new art of making 
carriage wheels, the fellies of one piece. 1880 L. WaLLace 
Ben-Hur 209 Bronze tires held the fellies, which were of 
shining ebony. 

6. 1598 CHAPMAN J/iad 1. 525 The Fell’ffs or out-parts of 
awheele. did. v.732 The Axle-tree was steele The Felffes 
incorruptible gold. 164: Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 35 To 
..see that the axle-trees and felfes of the waines bee sownde 
and firme. 168 W. Rosertson Phraseol. Ger. (1693) 600 
The fells or streaks of a cart, vad? 1799 G. SmiTH 
Laboratory 1. 27 The nave .. in which the joiners glue the 
spokes, according to the number of the fells. 1877 V. IV. 
Line. Gloss., Felfs. 1888 Shefficld Gloss., Helk. 


b. attrib. and Comb., as felly-timber. In names 
of machines or implements used in making fellies, 
as felly-auger, -dresser. Also felly-coupling. 


. M. 8607 (Fairf.) To hir felaw ho putt bat barne 





FELLOW. 


1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., *Felly-auger, a hollow auger 
for fashioning the round tenon on the end of a spoke. Jézd., 
*Frelly-coupling, a box for enclosing the adjacent ends of 
fellies in the rim of a wheel, /did., *elly-dresser, a machine 
for dressing the edges of fellies. 1649 BLirne Zug. lonprov, 
Lmpr, (1652) 167 Good for *felly-timber also. 

Fellon(e, obs, forms of FELON. 


Fello-plastic, var. f. of PHELLOPLASTIO, 

18oz W. Taytor in Memoir I, 416. 

Fellow (fe‘lo), sd. Forms: 1 féolaza, 3-4 
fela3e, felau, (3 felaw3e, fe-, feolah(e, feolawe, 
4 felauh, south. velaze, 5 felay, -loy, -lo3e), 
3-5 felagh(e, (3 south. velaghe), 3-5 fala, 4-5 
fela, 3-6 felaw(e, 4-6 felow(e, (5-6 fel(1l)o, 
7 feloe), 6-7 fellowe, 6- fellow. Also Sc. 4-9 
fallow, (5 fallowe, 6 falow); and in renderings 
of dialectal and vulgar speech, g fally, felly, 
fellaw, feller. [Late OE, /volaga wk. masc., a. 
ON. félage, f. fé=OE. feoh property, money (FEE 
5b.1) + lag- (in ON. legeja, OF. /gcgan:—OTent. 
*lagjan) to Lay. The primary sense is ‘ one who 
lays down money in a joint undertaking with 
others’ ; the related ON. fé/ag str. neut. is ‘a laying 
together of money’, a business partnership, hence 
a partnership or society generally. Cf. Da. /xd/e 
comrade, also frlles (:—ON. félags, gen. of félag) 
common, ] 

I. As simple sé. 

+1. One who shares with another in a possession, 
official dignity, or in the performance of any work; 
a partner, colleague, co-worker. Also, one united 
with another in a covenant for common ¢nds; an 
ally. Obs. 

1016 O. E. Chron, (Cott. Tib, Biv), Bezen ba cyningas 
{Eadmund and Cnut] .. wurdon feolazan & wedbroéra .. & 
feng ba Eadmund cyng to West Sexan & Cnut to pam 
norddzle. c1250 Gen, & Ex, 1761 Min mog, min neue, and 
felaze. a1300 Cursor M. 7648 (Cott.) lonathas, To dauid tru 
felau..was. 1389 in xg. Gilds (1870) 30 Y¢ alderman & his 
felas. c1440 Promp. Parv. 153/2 Fela, or felow yn offyce, 
collega. c1466 Sir J. Paston in Lett. No. 566 II. 295, 
I wolde nat that myn oncle William scholde cawse hym to 
take on hym as hys felawe. 1534 WHITINTON Txdlyes Offices 
1, (1540) 65 Pericles. .had a felowe in offyce in his Mayraltie. 
1546 in W. H. Turner Sedect. Rec. Oxford 226 Item, to Peter 
the sawyer and his felowe, for sawyng the tables. 1577 
Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 177 Friends and fellowes 
of the Romans. 1626 Bacon Sylva §294 Time and Heat 
are Fellows in many Effects, 

+b. In a bad sense: An accomplice. Ods. exc. 
as contextual use of 2. 

€1340 Cursor M. 18416 (Trin.) lewes me honged ihesu bi 
syde Me & my felowe. 1382 Wyctir /sa. i. 23 Thi princes 
..felawes of theues. cx440 Promp, Parv. 154/1 Felowys, 
y-knytte to-gedyr in wykydnesse, complices: c1500 Nut- 
Brown Maid 134 It were a curssed dede; To be felow with 
an out-lawe. @1533 Fritu Disput. Purgatorye Diij, The 
bodye was felowe & pertener with the soule in commyttynge 
the cryme. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 911/1 We 
thinke we are quit and innocent, if wee bee able to say, wee 
are not the first, and wee haue a great sort of fellowes. 
1828 Scorr /. M, Perth xxi, Rothsay and his fellows .. 
were in the street in mask. 1848 MacauLay Hist. Eng. 
II, 116 His fellows rescued him and beat the hangman. 

+e. A partaker, sharer of Obs. 

1382 Wyc.ir £cclus, vi. 10 A frend, felawe of the bord 
[1388 felowe of table]. ¢1385 Cuaucer L.G. W. 895 Thisbe, 
1 wol be felawe & cause eek of thy deeth. cx1g400 AZol. 
Loll. 49 Pis is..to wylen to mak God felow of pis violence. 
1545 Primer Hen, VIII (1546) 68 Felow of Thy Fathers 
light, 16xx SHaxs. Wnt, 7.11. ii. 39 Behold me, A Fellow 
of the Royall Bed. 1667 Mitton P. Z.1. 606 The fellows 
of his crime. . ; ’ 

2. In vaguer use: One that is associated with 
another in habitual or temporary companionship ; 
a companion, associate, comrade. Now rave exc. 


in £/., or with const. 272. 

c1200 Vices & Virtues (1888) 139 He lid fram alle hise 
felaw3es. cx350 Will. Palerne 4888 Pemperour & he.. 
felawes hade beene. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) V. 39 
Austyn com..wipfourty felawes. c1440 Prop. Parv.154/1 
Felow yn walkynge by be way, comes. 1526 Pilger. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 163 b, Pryuate prayer that they saye by 
themselfe, or with a felowe, 161 Biste Yonah i. 7 They 
said euery one to his fellow; Come, and let vs cast lots. 
1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T.1. 32 Felicitas with her 
seven Sons, were..fellowes in martyrdome. 1653 H. CoGan 
tr. Pinto’s. Trav. iv. 8 Brave men, their fellows in arms. 
1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 64 They, being 
separated from their fellows, were obliged to fly. 1797 Lams 
Lett. (1888) I. 75 A friend should never be reduced to beg an 
alms of his fellow. 1874 Mortry Compromise (1885) 111 The 
little circle of his fellows which constitutes the world of 
aman. 

Proverb, c1ggo Martowe Faust. ii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 82/1 Ask 
my fellow if I be a thief. 1610 A. Cooke Pofe Yoan in 
Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 1V. 40. 1678 Bunyan Pilg7. 1. 201. 

+b. Less frequently said of women. Ods. 

¢1330 Florice § Bl. 509 (1857) Clarice .. said to Blaunche- 
flour Felawe knouestou thou ought this flour. ¢ 1340 Cursor 

pat hir-self 

had for-farne. 14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 194 

She wente wip confessours hir felowes, pat were wymen. 

1598 Yonc Diana 301 The Nymphes our fellowes. 1611 

Biste ude. xi. 37 She said .. Let me alone two moneths, 

that I may goe vp and downe vpon the mountaines. .I, and 
my fellowes [1885 (Revised) companions]. 
+e. fig. ; 

a1300 Cursor M, 29051 (Cott.) Fasting agh.. To haf 
foluand pir four felaus, Fredom, gladdeschipe, hone, and 
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time. ¢1320 Cast. Love 508 Wysdam is not worth an hawe 

But Pes therwyth be felawe. ¢1400 Desir. Troy 4842 Who 

so frend is & felow to pat foule vise. 1548 Hatt Chvon. 8 

Good hope .. is the best felowe and companion. 1577 B. 

Gooce Heresbach's Husb, 1. (1586) 12 Order is a jolly felowe. 
+d. of animals. Ods. 

¢1300 St. Brandan 213 The fowel..to his felawes wende. 
c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 1702 A kenet kryes perof, be hunt 
on hym calles, His felajes fallen hym to. 1577 B. GoocE 
Heresbach's Husb. ww. (1586) 161 Those .. eate up either 
their owne Egges or their fellowes. 1692 R. L’'EstrancEe 
Fables cccxxx, A Certain Shepherd had One Favourite Dog.. 
and took more Care of him..then of any of his Fellows. 

e. of things. 
c1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 553 In delues breef this cannes 
eyon doo, And iche half a foote his-felawe froo. 1697 
Drybden Virgil Postcript, If the last A©neid shine amongst 
its fellows, 1725 Pore Odyss. 11. 383 Five tall barks the 
winds and waters tost Far from their fellows. 1871 FREE- 
MAN Norm. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 201 A height of less 
elevation than some of its fellows. 

3. a. Good or jolly fellow : an agreeable or pleasant 
companion ; usually, one who is fond of feasting 
and good company, a convivialist; =‘ boon 
companion’. In #/. a set of jolly or sociable com- 
panions, + Zo le playing the good fellow: to be 
enjoying oneself in gay company. 

ex1305 Pilate 34 in Z. £. P. (1862) 112 For bat on was god 
and pat ober schrewe: gode felawes neuere hi nere. ¢1386 
Cuaucer Prod. 395 He was a good felawe. c1430 Merlin 
318 Thei wente to sitte doune alle v togeder as goode 
felowes and trewe. 1535 CovERDALE £ccdus. xiii. 6 He shal 
be a good felowe with thee. 1570 BucHanan Ane Admo- 
nitioun Wks. (1892) 24 Ministeris gettis all and leavis na 
thing to gude fallowis. 1640 Bastwick Loyd Bs. vii. G b, 
They fill themselves with strong drinke, and are good 
Fellows. 1667 Pepys Diary 14 Oct., I suppose he is playing 
the good fellow in the town. 1813 L. Hunr in Examiner 
15 Feb. 98/2 A Raic..we should interpret by the phrase 
Jolly Fellow. 1870 Emerson Soc. § Solit. Wks. (Bohn) 
III. 2 Good fellows, fond of dancing, port, and clubs. 1884 
W. C. Smitu Kitkdrostan 62 Sick of clubs and jolly fellows. 

+b. Good fellow : a docile, manageable or tract- 
able person or thing. Oéds. 

1576 Tursery. Venerie 101 When .. you perceyve she 
beginnes to bee muche better fellowe. .and that shee seemeth 
to beginne to be reclaymed. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's 
Husb, 1. 31 The Oate is not daungerous in the choyse of his 
grounde, but groweth lyke a good fellowe in euery place. 
(bid. m1. 128 Whiche wy]ll make him [a steere] in three dayes, 
as good a fellowe as you woulde wishe him to be. 1639 
Lapy Denton in Verney Papers (1853) 274 The childe was 
feloe good a nofe in my house. 

e. Fellow well-met: a boon companion. Zo be 
(hazl) fellow well met: to be on terms of free and 
easy companionship w7/i (a person). 

1581 Pertie Guazzo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 171 Being as 
you say haile fellow well met with his servant. 1858 Grn. 
P. Tuomrson Audi Alt. I. xxxvi. 137 The High Church 
Tory. .offers..to be fellow well met with anyof them. 1885 
W. J. Frrzpatrick Life of T, N. Burke I. 308 The best 
fellow-well-met in the world. . 

4. The complementary individual of a pair; the 
mate, ‘marrow’. 

+a. Of a person; The consort, spouse, husband 
or wife. Also of animals. Ods. 

a1300 Cursor MM. 9405 (Cott.) He wroght a felau of his 
ban Tilladam. ¢1460 7owneley Myst. (Surtees) 6 Eve, my 
felow, how thynk the this? 1538 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials 
Scot. I, 251* His [the King’s] derrest fallow the Quene. 
a1s92 H, Smitu Serv, (1631) 16 It is good for man to haue 
a fellow. 1601 Hottanp Plinzy I. 224 When they be but 
heifers of one yeare. .they are let go to the fellow and breed. 
1610 SHAKS, Yew. ut. 1. 84, I am your wife, if you will 
marrie me .. to be your fellow, You may denie me; but I'll 
be your seruant. 

b. That which makcs a pair with something 
else ; a counterpart, match. 

1599 Suaxs. Hen. V, tv. viii. 42 Giue me thy Gloue 
Souldier; Looke, heere is the fellow of it. 1623 Sir R. 
Boyte Diary (1886) Il. 85, I gaue Sir W™ parsons Lady 
a fair bay coach gelding and am to send her a fellow to him. 
171x Appison Sfect. No. 86 ?6 In .. such Cases the Soul 
and the Body do not seem to be Fellows. 1719 De For 
Crusoe (1840) I. iii. 53 Two shoes that were not fellows. 
1856 Kane Arct. Expl, 1. xxxi, 430, Lran..throwing off first 
one mitten and then its fellow to avoid pursuit. 1874 Car- 
PENTER Jent. Phys. 1. ii. §68 While one leg was convulsed, 
its fellow remained quiet. 

e. That which matches or resembles another ; 
the like. 

1605 Suaks, Macd, u. iii. 68 Mach, Twas a rough Night. 
Len, My young remembrance cannot paralell A fellow to it. 
1668 R, L’Estrance Vis. Quev, (1708) 310 So terrible an 
Uproar, and Disorder in Hell, that. .the oldest Devil never 
knew the Fellow of it. 1741 RicHarpson Pameda (1824) I. 
xxix. 46 Four other shifts, one the fellow to that I have on. 
1871 Freeman Vor. Cong. (1876) LV. xviii. 240 His march 
must. .have been the fellow of the great march which carried 
Harold from London to Stamfordbridge, 1884 J. Paynu 
root Nights IX, 101 The watch, whose fashion also is of my 
own invention, nor is there the fellow of it in Bassora. 

d. quasi-adj. An equivalent zo; a match with, 


1607 ‘TourNeur Rev. 7rag. 1. i, Had his estate beene ~ 


fellow to his mind. ?1674 Lapy Cuawortu in Hist. A7SS, 
Comm, 12th Rep. App. v. 27 A very old perspective almost 
fellow to that you have. 1858 BusHneLt Serv. New Life 
33 They. .have nothing fellow to God in their substance, 

5. One who shares with another in any attribute ; 
one belonging to the same class: 

a. in position or rank; An equal, peer. 

chiefly 27. 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 19 Engles hwas felahes ha beod. a 1300 


Now 
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Cursor M. 22778 (Cott.) pir men sal be pan his felaghes. 
@1340 Hampote Psalter xxi. 21 Proude men pat raises ein 
up singulerly & suffers na felaghis. 1456 How Wise Man 
taught Son 132 in Hazl. #. P. P. 1. 175 Thy wyfe. . Thof sche 
be servant in degre, In som degre sche felaw ys. 1529 in 
Fiddes Wolsey 11. (1726) 173 He us’d himself more like a 
Fellow to your Highness than like a subject. 1580 Godly 
Admonition in Liturg. Serv. Q. Eliz. (Parker Soc.) 573 
Servants are become..fellows with masters. 1600 FairFAX 
tr. Tasso Godfrey of Bulloigne 1. xii, His fellowes late, 
shall be his subjects now. 1721-1800 in BalrLey. 
b. in ability, qualities or value: A ‘match’. 

1428 Sc. Act 22 Fas. J,1 Mar. (Record ed. II. 15/1), Of 
their rentis, ilk punde sal be vtheris fallowe to the contribu- 
tion of be said Costes. c1450 HoLttanp How/az 913 So fair is 
my fetherem I hafno falowe. 1551 Rosinson tr. More's Utop, 
1.(Arb,) 28 In reasonynge, and debatyng of matters. . he hadde 
few fellowes. 1583 HottyBAnD Camo di Fior 53 Varro .. 
amongest the learned maisters of this schoole hath no 
fellows. 1687 T. Brown Saints tn Uproar Wks. 1730 I. 73 
St. Longinus and St. Amphibalus. .have not their fellows in 
the almanack. 1738 Swirr Directions to Servants, Feeling 
has no fellow. 1751 SMottetT Per. Pic. (1870) I. xii. 57 Mr. 
Pennines is gone, and Mr. Keypstick will never meet with 

is fellow. 1892 Nation (N.Y.) 8 Dec. 435/r The strange 
poetic nature. .has had no fellow unless in Rembrandt. 

ce. in kind: One’s fellow-man, ‘neighbour’ ; 
also of things: Another of the sort. . 

1477 Ear Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 11 Wyl noon of you do 
to your felowe otherwyse than ye wolde be don to. 1651 
Hosses Leviath. 1. xvii. 87 Irrational creatures .. as long 
as they be at ease... are not offended with their fellowes. 
1764 GotpsMm. 7vav. 62 Some spot.. Where my worn soul.. 
May gather bliss to see my fellows blest. 1818 Byron 
Mazeppa iii, Danger levels man and brute, And all are 
fellows in their need. 1868 FreemAN Worm. Cong. (1877) 
Il. viii. 241 There was no acknowledged legal right in 
churl..to make open war upon his fellow. 

d. A contemporary. Chiefly p/. 

1874 GREEN Short Hist. vii. § 7. 425 Shakspere had now 
passed far beyond his fellows. 1886 SwinpurNE Middleton 
in 19th Cent. Jan. 138 Fellows and followers of Shakespeare. 

6. One of a company or party whose interests 


are common; a member. 

¢1386 CuHaucer Reeve’s T, 191 Men woln us foles calle, 
Bathe the wardeyn, and eek our felaws alle. c1450 Merlin 
171 A felowe of the rounde table. c1450 Rodin Hoode & 
Monk \xxx.in Child Badlads (1888) v. cxix. 100/2, ‘I make 
pe maister’, seid Robyn Hode..‘ Nay. .lat me be a felow’, 
seid Litull John. 1481 Caxton M/yrr.t. v. 22 He recorded 
their resons heeryng alle the felawys. 1547-64 BAULDWwIN 
Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) 120 One vicious fellow destroyeth a 
whole companie, 1592 West 1s¢ Pt. Symbol. § 27 B, The 
generall societie of goodes ., extendeth to all thinges of the 
partners or fellowes. 1871 R. Extis Catudlus Ixii. 32 Sisters, 
Hesper a fellow of our bright company. 


7. In college and university use : 

a. orig. The name (corresponding to the Latin 
soctus) given to the incorporated members of a 
college or collegiate foundation (whether in a 
University or otherwise : see COLLEGE 4) ; one of 
the company or corporation who, with their head, 
constitute a ‘college’; e.g. ‘the Provost and 
Fellows of Chelsea College, of Eton College, or 
King’s College, Cambridge’; ‘the Warden and 
Fellows of All Souls, Oxford’. 


In colleges chiefly devoted to the purposes of study and 
education, the Fellows were, in early usage, often included 
under the term scholars; the latter term is, in later use, 
mostly restricted to junior members of the foundation, who 
are still under tuition, the term _///ow being applied to the 
Senior Scholars, who have graduated, or otherwise passed 
out of the stage of tutelage, In those colleges that have 
become educational institutions, undertaking the school or 
university teaching of youths not on the foundation, the 
Fellows consist of those graduate members who have been 
co-opted upon the foundation with emoluments from its 
corporate revenue, and who constitute with their Head 
(usually elected by themselves from their own number) the 
governing body of the institution. Most colleges of this 
class have now also Honorary Fellows, who receive no 
emoluments, and have no share in the government, When 
a distinguished man vacates his fellowship, he is often 
elected an honorary fellow. 

c1449 Pecock Refr, mt. xviii. 4or That the maister and 
the felawis kepe the statutis of the collegis, xg11-2 Act 
3 Hen. VIII, c. 22 §5 Any .. persone being fellowe or scoler 
of any of the said Colleges. 1644 Hunton Vind. Treat, 
Monarchy vy. 41 In the Colledges, the Fellowes have an 
effectuall, and more then morall limiting Power. 1691 
Woop Ath. Oxon. I. 17 Thomas Lynacre .. was chosen 
Fellow of Allsouls Coll. in 1484. @ 1704 T. Brown Tadle 
Talk in Coll. of Poems 124 Nothing is so Imperious, as a 
Fellow of a Colledge upon his own Dunghil. 1843 Cotr- 
RIDGE in Stanley Arnold's Life §& Corr. (1844) I. i.9 Twenty 
fellows and twenty scholars, with four exhibitioners, form the 
foundation [of Corpus]. 1886 Laurie Lect, Rise Univ. xiii, 
247 It was thus a college composed solely of ‘ Fellows’, 

b, On the analogy of the preceding use, the 
designation ‘Fellows’ is now applied, in some 
universities, to the holders of certain stipendiary 
positions (called ‘ Fellowships ’) tenable by elected 
graduates for a limited number of years, on con- 
dition of pursuing some specified branch of study. 

The Radcliffe and the Craven Travelling Fellowships are 
the only examples in the ancient English Universities. 
Fellowships in this sense have been founded in the Scottish 
Universities, in the University of Durham and the Victoria 
University ; and in some universities and colleges in the U.S. 

1888 Histor. Reg. Univ. Oxf. 110 Every Fellow is re- 
quired to spend at least eight months of each year of his 
tenure of the [Craven] Fellowship abroad. /ézd. 112 The 
first two Fellows were elected [to Radcliffe’s Travelling 
Fellowships] in July 1715. 1892-3 Adin, Univ. Cal. 537 
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Scholars, Bursars, or Fellows must apply to the Convener 
of the Science Degrees Committee. 


ce. In some of the younger British universities 
and colleges, and in some of those in the U.S., the 
‘Fellows’ are the members of the governing or 
administrative body; in others the title is merely 
honorary, conferred as a special distinction on a 
limited number of graduates. Cf. sense 8. 

1837 Charter Univ. Lond., The Chancellor, Vice-Chan- 
cellor, and Fellows. .shall constitute the Senate of the said 
University. 

8. The title given in various learned societies, 
either to all their members (as in the Royal Society, 
the Society of Antiquaries), or to a specially privi- 


leged class among them, 

In the case of the Royal Society, the official Latin equiva- 
lent is sodadis. 

1664 (ttle), A List of the Fellows of the Royal Society. 
17og STEELE Zatler No. 15 P 2 A Fellow of the Royal 
Society, who had writ upon Cold Baths. 1801 M/ed. Frul. V. 
314 A Fellow, that is, any Member who resides within seven 
miles of London. 1886 Act 49-50 Vict. c. 48 § 6 A fellow of 
a college of physicians, 

+b. A bencher of an Inn of Court. Oés. 

1536 WrioTHESLEY Chron. (1875) I. 57 An atturney of the 

lawe and felowe of Graies Inne. | 
+e. Fellow of the (order of the) Garter = Knight 
of the Order of the Garter. Ods, 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 46 The full noble knight, a felow of the 
Garter, ser Johan Chaundos. 1584 Power Lloyd's Cambria 
397 Chosen to be Fellowe of the order of the Garter, 


9. A familiar synonym for: Man, male person. 
(Cf. Companion 5, and F. compagnon.) 

a. with qualifying adj., as good, bad, brave, 
clever, foolish, old, young, etc., and in phrases like 
what a fellow, etc. (Cf. 3, from which this use 
was app. a development). /oor fellow : often used 


exclamatorily as an expression of pity. 

c1440 York Myst. xvii. 31, I hope I haue her felaws 
fonde. 1549 Latimer Ploughers (Arb.) 29 Moyses was a 
wonderful felowe, and dyd his dutie being a maried man. 
1570-6 LAMBARDE Peranib. Kent (1826) 280 This our good 
fellow was not so cunning (belike) as Dionysius was. 1577 
B. Gooce Heresbach's Husb, u. 105 Vitruuius an excellent 
fellowe in building. 1607 SHaks. 7%0n 1. i. 229 Thou hast 
fegin’d him a worthy Fellow. 1642 Rocers Naaman 108 
Precise preachers and zealous fellowes. 1711 STEELE Sfect. 
No. 48 P 4, I am an old Fellow, and extremely troubled with 
the Gout. 1749 Frepinc Tom Jones x1. vii, You don’t 
know what a devil of a fellow he is. 1752 Hume Ess. & 
Treat. (1777) Il. 313 A good-natured, sensible fellow. x8xx 
Combe Devil upon Two Sticks (1817) V1. 40 A most 
pleasant fellow of aclergyman. 1857 Mrs. CartyLe Left. 
II. 330 He looked dreadfully weak still, poor fellow ! 

b. used in familiar address in phrases, my dear 
Jellow, my good fellow (the latter now implying a 
tone of remonstrance or censure), o/d fellow. 

1836 Marryat Medsh, Easy xxii, I'll tell you how it is, my 
deur fellow. i 

c. In some dialects, and in unceremonious col- 
loquial speech (esf. among young men), used with- 
out adj. as the ordinary equivalent for ‘man’, 
A fellow: often=‘ one’, ‘anybody’, vaguely indi- 
cating the speaker himself. 

1861 HucuEes Tom Brown at Oxf. ix, They don’t deny 
themselves the pleasure of looking at a fellow as if he 
were a Turk. 1865 H. Kincstey Azllyars § B. xii, The 
names of the fellows who got bailed up by young Hillyar. 


d. applied by schoolboys to themselves and 


each other. 
(Possibly orig. a use of sense 6; not now so apprehended.) 
c 1838 in Stanley A7vvold I. 157 * He calls us fellows’, was 
the astonished expression of the boys when. .they heard him 
speak of them by the familiar name in use among themselves. 
1844 J. T. HewLert Parsons & W. xv, One of our ‘old 
fellows”, as we used to call those who had left school. Mod. 
After morning school some of our fellows went for a spin. 
e, jocularly applied to an animal or a thing. 
1816 Scotr Anfzg. xxi, The red cock’s.. been roasting, puir 
fallow, in this dark hole. 1828 — 7. M, Perth ii, This 
fellow (laying his hand on his purse) .. was scmewhat lank 
and low in condition. 2 
10. +a. Used as the customary title of address 
to a servant or other person of humble station. Ods. 
In 14th c. it implied polite condescension, =‘ comrade’, 
‘my friend’ (cf. mod.F. #0 ami similarly used). In Shak- 
spere’s time this notion had disappeared, but the word when 
addressed to a servant does not seem to have necessarily 
implied haughtiness or contempt, though its application to 
one not greatly inferior was a gross insult (cf. ¢), 
c1350 Will. Palerne 275 Pemperour .. clepud to him pe 
couherde & curteysly seide; now telle me, felawe .. sei ou 
euer bemperour? ¢1477 CAxTon Fason 23 Vaissale or felawe 
[orig. vassaZ] thou hast done me now the most grettest dis- 
honour. 15.. King §& Hermit 328 in Hazl. £. P. PL I. 25 
Unto the knave seyd the frere Ffelow, go wy3tly here. 1588 
Suaks, LZ. LZ. L. 1. i. 103 Thou fellow, a word. Who gaue 
thee this Letter? 1594 — Rich, ///, m, ii. 108 Gramercie 
fellow: there, drinke that for me. 
+b. One of the common people. Obs. 
c1430 Mreemasonry 99 Of lord ny felow, whether he be, 
Of hem thou take no maner of fe. 1483 Caxton G, de /a 
Tour Liv b, Of lordes and of felawes. 
c. contemptuously. A person of no esteem or 


worth. 

1440 York Myst. xxiv. 3 Pis felowe..we with folye fande. 
1535 CovERDALE Jicah ii, 12 A fleshly felowe and a preacher 
of lyes. cx570 Sempill Ballates x. (1872) 54 ‘This .. fallow 
of na kin.. Begouth to reule. 1594 Suaxs. Rich, ///, v. 
lil, 325 A paltry Fellow, Long kept in Britaine at our 


FELLOW. 


Mothers cost, A Milke-sop. c¢1660 Soutu Sev. ¥ohn vii. 
17 Serm. 1715 I. 229 Fellows that set up for Messias’s. 1734 
Pore Zss. Max tv. 203 Worth makes the man, the want of 
it the fellow. 1749 Fietpinc Jowe Yones xvi. ii, You.. 
have so disdainfully called him fellow. @1776 Lisie Wan 
vii. in Child Ballads 11. li. (1884) 448/2, I see by thy ill 
colour Some fallow’s deed thou hast done. 1826 DisraELt 
Viv. Grey v. xiii, This is some vile conspiracy of your own, 
fellow. 1837 Dickens Pickw. xv, ‘Sir’, said Mr. Tupman, 
‘you'reafellow’. 1884 Par Eustace 68 ‘The fellow's drunk’, 
ejaculated Randolph. 

II. attrib. and Comb, 

Ll. appositively (quasi-adj.). Prefixed to sbs., 
forming an unlimited number of quasi-compounds 
(in which the use of the hyphen is optional). 
Equivalent to the earlier EvEN- Cod. 2, and to 
Co-, JOINT a. 

No instances of this use are found in our material earlier 
than Tindale and Coverdale 1534-53; /felow-bacheler is 
printed in Gower Conf. III. 292, but the best MSS. have 
Selon or feloun; Palsgrave 1530 has felow man, woman, but 
here the second word is only added for distinction. Cf. 
quot. ¢ 1400 in &. 

a. Denoting a person or thing that agrees with 
another in belonging to the designated class, as in 
Sellow-angel, -apostle, -being, -bishop, -Christian, 
fault, -man, -planet, -stnner, -worm; FELLOW- 
CREATURE, 

1625 Quartes Fun. Eleg. vii, It sigh’d..To be..enthron’d 
Among his *fellow Angells. 1647 SANDERSON Ser. II. 218 
He taught Judas to be so much wiser .. than his *fellow- 
apostles, 1810 J. Conper Reverie in Associate Minstrels 9* 
Can I trust a *fellow-being? 1864 Burton Scot Adz. I. iti. 
149 A fat philosopher .. totally innocent of the death of a 
fellow-being. [cx400 Afol. Loll. 59 Bernard seip to pope 
Eugeni, Pi *felawis bischops lere pei at pe to haue, etc.] 
1565 JeEweL Repl. Harding (1611) 176 The true Councels, 
which we haue receiued from our holy fellow-bishop Cyrillus 
of Alexandria, 1642 Mitton Aol, Smzect. Wks. (1847) 82/2 
To proclaim a croisade against his *fellow-christian, 1853 
Lanvor Last Fruit131 A fellow Christian. .enjoying a secret 
pleasure in saying unpleasant things, 1600 SHaks, 4. VY. L, 
IIL, li, 373 Euerie one fault seeming monstrous til his *fellow- 
fault came to match it. 1756 FRANKLIN Let, Wks. 1887 
II. 460 These kindnesses from men I can only..return on 
their *fellow-men. 1813 Byron Giaour 329 On desert 
sands ’twere joy to scan The rudest steps of fellow man. 
1684 T. Burnet 7h, Larth 1. 194 The earth with the rest of 
its *fellow-planets. 1732 BERKELEY A /ciph~. vi. § 16 Man.. 
is himself a *fellow-sinner with them. 1860 Hook Lives 
Adbps. (1869) II. ii. 111 We have to labour among our fellow- 
sinners. 1689 C. MatHer AZenz, Prov. 24 The Devils are 
seldome able to hurt us..without a Commission from some 
of our *fellow-worms. 1719 Watts A/yyzns 11. xlvi, Worms 
were never rais’d so high Above their meanest fellow-worm, 


b. Denoting a person or (occasionally) a thing 
that is associated with another in companionship 
or co-operation in what the sb. implies, as /e//ow- 
boarder, -captive, -cause, -clerk, -communicant, 
-emigrant, -guest, -labourer, -lodger, -passenger, 
-prisoner, -student, -sufferer, -traveller, -worker, 
-workman. Also FELLOW-SOLDIER. 

1871 Mottey Cor. (1889) II. x. 325 He is a *fellow-boarder 
with your son. @1569 KincrsmyLt Con/f?. Satan (1578) 36 
Hee is a *fellow-captive with Paul. 1749 Jounson /rene 
1. i, A galley lies Mann’d with the bravest of our fellow- 
captives. 1821 Byron Faz iv. 1xxx, He saw some fellow 
captives, 158x W. CLarKE in Confer. 1v. (1584) Ff iv b, It 
should bee a *fellowe cause in our iustification with Christes 
‘righteousnes, 1886 T, Hopkins ’77ixt Love § Duty xii, 
He did not grudge a holiday to his *fellow-clerks. 1670 
Devout Commun, (1688) 122 Interceding with him for. .our 
*fellow-communicants, 1848 Macautay //7st. Eng. 1. 534 
He. .found among his *fellow emigrants men ready to listen 
to his evil counsels, 1g9x Perctvatt SP. Dict., Comensadl, 
a *fellow guest. 1709 SHAFTESB. Moralists 11. § 2.71, I 
being so violently decry’d by my two Fellow Guests. 1625 
UssHer Answ. Yesuit 31 The word of God .. was both by 
themselves and others of their *fellow-labourers delivered 
by word of mouth, @1704 T. Brown Quakers Serm,. Wks. 
1730 1. 105 Our dear brother and fellow-labourer hath gone 
a little astray. 1832 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. v. (1863) 
318 Men.. persuading their fellow-labourers to join them 
at every farm they visited. 1678 DrypEn Limberham 
i. Wks. (1883) VI. 49 This is Mr. Woodall, your new 
*fellow-lodger. 1755 pele Quix, (1803) II. 193 His 
fellow-lodgers were persons of rank, 1879 Howetts L. 
Aroostook 1. vi, One never can know what one’s *fellow- 
passengers are going to be, 161x Biste Rom. xvi. 7 Andro- 
nicus and Iunia my kinsmen and my *fellow prisoners. 1725 
De For Voy, round World (1840) 61 He thought his two 
fellow-prisoners might be trusted. 1875 TENNYSON Q. Mary 
1. iv, The two were fellow-prisoners .. in yon accursed 
‘Tower. 1602 Suaks. Haz, 1. ii. 177, I pray thee, doe not 
mock me, *fellowstudent, 1712 STEELE Sect. No. 526 P3 
Fellow-templars, fellow-students, 1860 TyNpDALL G/ac. 1. 
xxv. 186 A former fellow student. 1687 Drypen Hind § P. 
1. 563 Her friend and *fellow-suff’rer in the plot. 1762-71 
H. Watroie Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) If. 182 He.. 
bequeathed most of what he had to his fellow-sufferers. 
1665 Sir IT. Hersert 7vav. 125 Elpenor his “fellow-traveller 
being dead, 1711 Appison Sect. No. 58 p 12 The Impa- 
tience of my Friends and Fellow-Travellers. 1829 Lytron 

- Devereux tv. viii, My veteran fellow-traveller took leave of 
me. 161x Bisre Cod.iv. 11 These .. are my *fellowworkers 
vnto the kingdome of God. 1660 Jer, Taytor Worthy 
Commun. Introd. 7 Fellow-workers with God in the labora- 
tories of salvation. 1535 CoverDALE Acts xix, 25 The 
*feloweworkmen of the same occupacion. 1646 H. Law- 
RENCE Comm, Angelis 24 Angells .. whom hee vouchsafeth 
to use as fellow-workemen with himselfe. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 141 He and his fellow-workmen have taught them. 


@. (with sb. of relative signification.) Denoting 
a person or thing that stands in the designated re- 
Vou, IV, 
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lation to the same object as another, as in fe//ow- 
burgess, -burgher, -disciple, -member, -servant, 
-townsman, -tribesman ; + fellow-brother, a mem- 
ber of the same brotherhood ; fellow-collegian, 
+-collegiate, a member of the same college; 
fellow-craftsman, one of the same craft; fellow- 
subject, a subject of the same sovereign, Also 
FELLOW-CITIZEN, -COUNTRYMAN, -HEIR. 

21575 App. PARKER Cory. 425 To..give some testimony of 
my *fellow-brothers, 1638 SANDERSON Sevm. II, 115 We 
ought..so to behave our selves in the house of God..as 
becometh fellow-brethren. 1638 Drumm. or Hawrtn. /rene 
Wks. (1711) 164 ‘To..wander amongst .. his slaughter’d 
acquaintances and *fellow-burgesses. 1835 W. Irvine Zour 
Prairies xxxii, The atrocious murders of their *fellow- 
burghers. 1791 Boswett Yohnson an, 1720, I do not find that 
he formed any close intimacies with his *fellow-collegians. 
1667-9 ButLer Rew: (1759) II. 318 He..talks of authors as 
familiarly as his *fellow-collegiates. 1836 H. Rocrers ¥. 
fTowe vi. (1863) 160 He had been an intimate friend and 
fellow-collegiate of Stowe’s. 1856 R. A. VAUGHAN Mystics 
(1860) II. 65 The .. youth shrank from the .. riotous com- 
panionship of his *fellow-craftsmen. 1611 Biste Yohx xi. 16 
Then said Thomas. .vnto his *fellowe disciples, Let us also 
go. 1852 H. RoGrrs £ecl, Faith (1855) 17 [He] has almost 
battered out the brains of a fellow disciple. 1640 SANDER- 
son Sernt. 148 Though they be our *fellow-members, yet 
have we little fellow-feeling of their griefs, 1863 A. B. 
Grosart S7zall Sins (ed. 2) 48 A divided heart toward some 
fellow-member. 1534 TinpaLe Co/. iv. 7 Tichicos..which 
is a... *feloweservaunt in the Lorde. 1591 SHaxs. Zzvo 
Gent.tt.iv.105. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. vt. 225 Nor less think 
wee in Heav’n of thee on Earth Than of our fellow servant. 
1713 STEELE Lxelishman No.1. 9 He treats us Senators 
like his Fellow-Servants. 1648 Symmons Vind. Chas. I 40 
His poor people. .are most mercilesly butchered .. by their 
*fellow-subjects. 171x Appison Sfect. No, 125 P 8 We 
should not .. regard our Fellow-Subjects as Whigs or 
Tories, 1876 Bancrorr //zst, U.S. II]. xi. 451 That from 
Rhode Island .. claimed .. equal rights with their fellow- 
subjects in Great Britain. 1846 Lanpor Jmag. Conv. I. 
237/t Valour in a *fellow-townsman is the exciter of our 
praise, 1853 Hickie tr. Avistoph. (1872) II. 422 Call your 
*fellow - tribesmen to your aid. 1867 O. W. Hotmes 
Guardian Angel xiii. (1891) 158 His descriptions of the 
future which was in store for the great bulk of his. .*fellow- 
worldsmen, 

d. Sometimes prefixed pleonastically to sbs. 
which themselves imply companionship or partici- 
pation. Now rare. 

1352 Hutoet, Fellow-companion, comes. 1603 SHAKS. 
Meas. for M, 1. ii. 19, I would bee glad to receiue some 
instruction from my fellow partner. 1649 Drumm. or Hawrtu. 
Hist. Jas. III Wks. (1711) 47 He had only for his fellow- 
companions astrologers and sooth-sayers. 1760 STERNE 
Seri. (1773) I. 127 She looked upon him as a fellow-partner. 
1858 HawrtHorne /'” & Jt. Frnds. (1883) 63 Seeing in Eng- 
land more of my fellow-compatriots than ever before. 


12. rarely attri. with the sense: Equal, befitting 


an equal. 
1638 Forp Fancies iv. ii, The great duke .. would lift up 
my head to fellow-pomp amongst his nobles. 


13. Com. with vbl. sbs., agent-nouns, and pples., 
imitating L. words with co(m-, con-. Only in a 
few words originating in 16-17th c., as | fellow- 
bordering ffl. a. (=L. confinzs), conterminous, 
neighbouring; fellow-helper (= L. coadjutor), one 
who helps in the way of co-operation; }fellow- 
inspired, endowed with a like gift of inspiration ; 
+ fellow-knower (=L. comscius sb.), one who is 
privy to (a secret); so +fellow-knowing ppl. a.; 
+fellow-yoked pple., mutually yoked. Also 


FELLOW-FEELING, 

a 1628 F, Grevitte Sidney (1652) 28 [This Emperor]. . got 
credit with his *fellow-bordering Princes. 1535 CovERDALE 
1 Esdras vii. 1 The other landlordes with their companyons 
..were *felow helpers with the olde rulers of the Iewes. 
1611 Biste 2 Cor. viii. 23 He is my partner and fellow 
helper. 1685 H. More J//usty. 342 This Angel and John., 
were *fellow-inspired Souls .. both endued with the Spirit of 
Prophecy. 1662 J. CHANDLER Van Helmont’s Oriat. 103 Not 
that I am..a *fellow-knower of, or a searcher into divine 
Counsel, Jé7d. 88 The same God might be a conscious or 
*fellow-knowing revenger..of our sin. 1620 Mippieron & 
Rowtey IVorld Tost at Tennis 571 Wks. 1886 VII. 177 Vl 
not be *fellow-yok’d with death. 


Fellow (felo:), v. Forms: 4 felaghe, south, 
velaze, 4-6 felow, 5 felewe, 6 Sc. fallow. 6- 
fellow. [f. prec. sb.] 

+1. zvans. To conjoin, associate (a person or 
thing) in partnership or companionship wth, fo 
(another). Oés. 


@ 1340 Hamrote Psalter v. 1x Wham swa pai may felaghe 
wip baim. 1340 Ayend. ror Pou him uela3est mid pe huanne 
pou zayst: ‘yef ous’ and ne zayst na3t ‘yef me’, c1410 
Love Bonavent. Mirr. \vi. (Gibbs MS.) rr0 He ioynep and 
felewep hym to hem homely. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 
146 That..they may..deserue to be felowed to thy chosen. 
1577 Sir T. Smitu Comm. Eng. xi. (1589) 13 A man .. is 
.. desirous to fellow himselfe to another, and so to liue in 
couple. 1589 T. L. Advé. Q. Eliz. (1651)-47 Who being fel- 
lowed in glory with the highest. 1394 Carew J asso (1881) 
96 Blush of scorne fellowd with that of shame, 

b. To put on a level w7th ; to make, or repre- 
sent as, an equal or match /o. 

1480-1530 Ayr. our Ladye 25x O moder of lyfe, whiche 
by thyne obedience ys mekely felowed vnto vs. 1500-20 
Dunsar Thistle §& Rose xx, Lat no nettill vyle.. Hir fallow 
to the gudly flour-de-lyce. 1648 Br. Hatt Select Thoughts 
§ 100 Who .. called every wolf his brother .. fellowing him- 
self with every thing that had life, 1884 W. H, Warp in 





FELLOW-CREATURE. 


Century Mag. XXVII. 820 It is this quality. .which fellows 
him..with Milton, 

+2. a. To be a fellow to; to accompany, be as- 
sociated with. b. To bea partner or sharer in. 

1434 Misyn Mending of Life 119 So pat it be not greuus 
to an [vn]profetabyll seruand to felo his lorde. 1593 Q. Exiz. 
Boethtus 6 Easing thy Labor with felowing of thi paine. 
161r SHaks. Wint. T. 1. ii. 142 Affection... With what's 
vnreall thou coactiue art, And fellow’st nothing. 1614 Syt- 
vESTER Little Bartas 454 All Delights of Earth have ever 
been Fellow’d or follow'd by some tragick Teen. 1639 
Futter Holy War i, (1647) 8 The conquer'd fellow for the 
most part the religion of the conquerors. 

3. To produce a fellow to; to equal, match. 

1656 HeyLin Surv. France 74 It will be a palace. .not fel- 
lowed in Europe. 1716 Cipper Love makes Man 111. iii, It’s 
impossible to fellow it, but in Paris, 1862 Lapy Morcan 
Mem. 11. 469, I have at this moment, perfuming my rooms, 
twelve Hyacinths..fellow me that in your garden ! 

+b. To arrange in pairs; to pair. Ods. 

1654 [see FELLOwWED AZ. a). 1751 R. Pattock P, Wilkins 
xlvi. (1883) 137/2, I here found ..so many shoes, as when 
I had fellowed them, served me as long as I stayed. 

4. nonce-use, To address as ‘ fellow’. 

1752 Fiecpinc Amelia vin. vi, ‘Don't fellow me’. 

Hence + Fellowed ///. a., joined together in 
pairs. 

1654 WHITLOCK Zoofom7a 115 He can teach. .whether the 
Kidneyes be fellowed or single, and how many Hearts 
most Men have. 1698 T. Motyneux in Phil. Trans. XX. 
216 Naturally fellow’d in Pairs, 1775 in Asx. 

+ Fellowable, @. Oés. rave—'. In5 feleable. 
[f. FELLOW v. or sé.+-ABLE.] Agreeable as a 
fellow or companion ; sociable. 

©1440 Promp. Parv. 154/1 Feleable, sociadis. 

Fe:llow-ci'tizen, [FEtuow sé. 11c.] <A 
citizen of the same city or polity as another. 

1578 Chr. Prayers in Priv, Prayers (1851) 448 The angels, 
and holy souls of men, are most blessed fellow-citizens. 
1611 Biste ZPh, ii. 19 Yee are... fellow citizens with the 
Saints. @1704 T. Brown Pleas. Efist. Wks. 1730 1. 109 
This may serve, fellow-citizens, to give you some idea of the 
man. 1752 Hume Ess. & Treat. (1777) 1. 348 A single man 
can scarcely be industrious, where all his fellow-citizens are 
idle. 1873 H. Spencer Stud. Socio?. vi. 387 He is partially 
coerced into .. co-operation with his fellow citizens. 

Hence Fe:llow-ci'tizenship. 

1796 Morse Amer, Geog. II. 323 The city of Neuchatel 
has also a strict alliance of fellowcitizenship with Berne. 
1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 311 The ‘ Fraternity’.. aims 
to neutralize by fellow-citizenship the diversities. .of nature. 

Fe:llow-co‘mmoner., [Insenses I and 3, see 
FELuow sd. 11 b; in sense 2, see FELLOW sé. 7 a.] 

+1. A joint-partaker of anything along with 
others; esf. one who eats at the same table or 
shares in a common meal; see COMMONER 5d. 5, 6. 

1g9t Frorio Sec. Fruttes 87 We haue been .. fellowe 
commoners at the vniuersitie. 1607 Torsetn Hour. Beasts 
Pref., They were ordained .. to be Fellow-commoners with 
Man. 1642 Futter Holy & Prof. St. 1. xvii. 328 Their 
Generall was Fellow-commoner with them. 

2. A privileged class of undergraduates in certain 
colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, and at Trinity 
College, Dublin. See ComMoNER 6. 

So called from having the privilege of dining at the 
Fellows’ table, being thus ‘commoners with the Fellows’. 
At Oxford the existence of a higher grade of undergraduates 
(in some colleges called ‘fellow-commoners’, in the majority 
‘gentlemen commoners’) is still recognized by the University 
Statutes, but the only house that has fellow-commoners on 
its books is Worcester College. At Cambridge, there were 
formerly fellow-commoners at most colleges, but the status 
is now nearly obsolete. 

1637 Evetyn Diary 10 May, The Fellow Com’uners in 
Balliol were no more exempt from Exercise than the meanest 
scholars there. 1664 Pepys Diary (1879) III. 48 Sir John 
Skeffington, whom I knew at Magdalen College, a fellow- 
commoner. 1758 Jounson /dler No. 33 P 9 Did not fall 
asleep till ten, a young fellow-commoner being very noisy 
over my head. 1811 Byron 7%. Present State Greece Wks. 
(1846) 766/2 He is. . better educated than a fellow-commoner 
of most colleges. 1848 THackeray Bk. Svods xiii, The lads 
with gold and silver lace are sons of rich gentlemen, and 
called Fellow Commoners: they are privileged to feed better 
than the pensioners, and to have wine with their victuals. 
1893 Dublin Univ, Cal, 15 Fellow-Commoners .. have the 
privilege of dining at the Fellows’ Table. 

b. Camb. Univ. slang. (See quots.) ? Obs. 

1785 Grose Dict. Vule. Tongue, Fellow commoner, an 
empty bottle, so called at the University at Cambridge, 
where fellow commoners are not in general considered as 
over full of learning. 1794 Gentl. Mag. Dec. 1084/2 A bottle 
decanted was .. denominated a fellow commoner. 

3. One who has a right of common with others. 

1690 Locker Gov. u. v. § 32 He cannot inclose, without the 
Consent of all his Fellow-Commoners, all Mankind. 


Fe:llow-cowntryman. [Fxttow si. 11 c.] 
One belonging to the same country with another ; 
a compatriot. ; 

1583 Stocker Hist. Civ. Warres Low C. 1. 11 They.. 
keepe their faith .. with their fellow countrie men. 1639 
Futter Holy War ww. xvi. 196 The .. corpses of their 
fellow-countreymen. 1793 W. Roperts Looker-on (7794) II]. 
202 A fellow-countryman from Scotland. 1812 Byron Ch. 
Har. 11. \xvi, When. .fellow-countrymen [would] have stood 
aloof. 1877 BLack Green Past. iii. (1878) 22 The cry of our 
fellow-countrymen in prison, 

Fe:llow-crea‘ture. [Frttow sé. 11 a, c.] 
A production of the same Creator; now applied 
only to human beings and (less frequently) animals. 

1648 Lp. Herbert £7 (1886) 57 All herbs and plants, 
being our fellow-creatures, 1682 Otway Jenice Preserved 


FELLOWER. 


1.i, A..villain: To see the sufferings of my fellow-creatures, 
And own myself a man. 1729 ButTLer Sex. Wks. 1874 
II. 51 A good man is friendly to his fellow-creatures,.and a 
lover of mankind. 1809-10 CoLeripGE /’ytend (1865) 61 
Virtue would not be virtue, could it be given by one fellow- 
creature to another. 1878 BrowninG La Sazsiaz 48 Yon 
worm, man’s fellow-creature. 

+Fellower. Obs. rare—1. [f. FELLOW v, + 
-ER!.] That which accompanies. 

1682 CotiincEs Caveat for Prof. iv. (1653) 21 The Gentle- 
man calls it and its fellowers Reasons. 

+ Fellowess. Ods. [f. FrLLow sé. + -rss.] 
A female ‘fellow’. Cf. FELLOW 9, 10. 

1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) ILL. xix, 117 Who can 
have patience with such fellows and fellowesses? 1796 
Map. D'Arstay Camilla V. 1x. iv, Your bachelor uncles, 
and maiden aunts, are the most tantalizing fellows and 
fellowesses in the creation. 

+Fe:llow-fee'l, v. Obs. 
from FELLOW-FEELING. ] 

1. ¢nztr. To share the feelings of others; to feel 


in common, sympathize wth. 

1612 T. Taytor Comm. Titus ii. 8 They partake and 
fellow-feele in the afflictions of the Gospel, 1641 W. Hooke 
New Ene, Teares 5 \t is the part of one member to fellow- 
feele with another, : 

2. trans. To share the feeling of ; to sympathize 
with (another's suffering). zave; there are several 


examples in the author quoted. 

1642 Rocers Naaman 319 Not to leave them to them- 
selves, but to fellow-feele their affliction. — 

Hence Fe:llow-fee‘ler, a sympathizer; Fe:llow- 
feeling a., sympathetic. 

1611 Beaum. & FL. At. Burn. Pestle 111. v, Am I not your 
fellow-feeler. .in all our miseries? 1622 S. Warv Life Haith 
(1627) 84 A.. fellow-feeling elder brother. 1677 GiLrin 
Demonol. (1867) 223 'To bear one another's burdens .. shews 
us to be fellow-feeling members of the same body. 1708 
Brit, Apollo No, 87. 1/2 A fellow-feeling Tenderness. 

Fe:llow-fee'ling, v//. sb. [See FrLLow sd, 13; 
a rendering of L. compassio, Gr. ovpmadea SyYM- 
PATHY. | 

1. Participation in the feelings of others; sympathy. 

1613 R.C. Table Alph. (ed. 3), Compassion, pittie, fellow- 
feeling. 1623 Rowtanpson God's Bless. 62 Men of other 
callings should have a fellow-feeling of those miseries. 
1690 Kart Metrorr in 2dlis’ Orig. Lett. Ser. uu. No. 384 
IV. 190 There is not such a thing as fellow-feeling (the pres- 
byterian word). @1716 Bracxatyt Ws. (1723) I. 70 Mercy, 
properly speaking, is an Affection of the Mind. .’tis a fellow- 
feeling of another's Sufferings. 1818 Hazcitr Lg. Poets ii. 
(1870) 52 Inanimate objects .. have a fellow-feeling in the 
interest of the story. 1857 W. CoLtins Dead Secret 1. i. 
(1861) 37, I have a fellow-feeling for others who are like me. 

2. Sense of community of interest. 

1712 ArputHnot Yohx Bull 1. x, Even your milk woman 
and your nursery maid have a fellow-feeling. 1755 JOHNSON, 
FellowSeeling, combination, joint interest ; commonly in an 
ill sense. [This is no longer correct.] 1809 Byron Bards 
& Rev. xiv, A fellow-feeling makes us wond’rous kind. 

Fe:llow-hei‘r. A partner in an inheritance; 
a joint heir. 

1585 App. SANDYS Ser. (1841) 204 We are made .. fellow- 
heirs with Christ of God’s kingdom. 1611 Bist ZA. iii. 6 
The Gentiles should be fellowheires. 1675 Brooxs Gold. 
Key Wks. 1867 V. 551 Suffering saints and you are fellow- 
heirs, 1869 W. P. Mackay Grace § Truth (1875) 68 Chris- 
tians are fellow-heirs with Christ. 

Hence Fe:llow-hei‘rship. 

1869 GoutpurN Purs. Holiness i. 5 The truth of the 
Gentiles’ fellow-heirship. 

Fellowless (fe‘loulés), a. 
-LESS.] Without a fellow. 

1. + Without a companion ; alone, solitary (0ds.). 
Of one of a pair: Without the fellow. 

a 1420 Hoccteve De Reg. Princ. 8, I say; yf thow go 
felaweles, Alle solitarie, 1887 Sat, Rev. 5 Feb. 196 A 
fellowless glove. 

2. poet. Without a peer or equal; matchless, 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 417 The fellowlesse Philoclea. 
1598 CHAPMAN //iad 11. 434 Fy vathess, whose well-built 
walls are rare and fellowless. cx6rx /did. x11. 108 Both 
these Were best of all men but himself, but he was fellow- 
less. 1863 W. Lancaster Preterita 43 Thinking on.. the 
archer hand Once fellowless in Hellas. 

+ Fellowlike, a. and adv. Obs. [f. as prec. + 
-LIKE.] A. adj. Like a fellow. 

a. Like a companion or mate; on a level; on 
the same footing; similar. Const. with. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 63b, To.. make hym 
equall-or felowe lyke, with kynges. 1596 Br. W. Bartow 
Three Serm. i. 16 These two are such felowlike companions, 

b. Companionable, sociable ; sympathetic. 

1580 Hottypanp 7veas. Wr, Tong, A fellowelike man. 
@ 1603 TT. Cartwricut Confut. Rhem. N. T, (1618) 79 Hee 
ioyned himselfe .. in fellowship and fellowlike communion 
with him, @1633 Lennarp tr. Charron’s Wisd. 1. xxxii, 
We sigh .. and with a fellow-like feeling pity their miseries. 

B. adv. a. Like one’s fellows, on the same foot- 
ing or level ; in like manner, similarly. 

c1530 Lp. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 113 He was 
named felawlyke to Bucyfal. a@1569 KincEsMYLL Con/2. 
Satan (1578) 36 Hee is a felowe captive with Paul, and 
shall be felowelike ransomed with Paul. 

b. Like a fellow, companion, or equal ; sociably. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 399 He..fellow-like let his do- 
minion slide. 1609 Binte (Douay) Zcclus, xiii. 14 Stay not 
to speake felowlike with him, a@ 1628 F. Grevitte Sidney 
(1652) 24 He so fellow-like encompassed with them, 1678 
in Littteton Lat, Dict, 


[Back - formation 


[f. FELLow sd. + 
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ce. ? Like a ‘fellow’ or person of little worth. 

1632 SANDERSON Sem. (1637) 611 Servants. .that will work 
hard .. so long as their master’s eye is upon them, but when 
his back is turned can be content to goe on fayre and softly 
and fellow-like. 

+ Fellowly, @. & adv. Obs. [f. as prec. + -Ly.] 

A. adj. Like or pertaining to a fellow. 
1. Pertaining to or befitting comrades or friendly 


associates ; social. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 276 Prudes salue is edmodnesse: ondes 
salue, feolauliche luue. 1435 Misyn /'vve of Lowe u. iv. 77 
Pat of felaly song of charite my substans I my3t ransake. 
1450-1530 Alyrr. our Ladye 329 Vertues & blyssed sera- 
phyn synge togither with felowly ioy. 1578 Banister 
Hist, Man Pref. 5 To. .the Maister, Wardens. .and fellowly 
Fraternitie of Chirurgians. _ ; 

2. Companionable, sociable, sympathetic. 

ax440 Mound. St. Bartholomew's 3 'Thiswyse to kyng and 
grete men... famylier and felowly he was. c1g00 7g. 
Childr, Bk. 94 in Babees Bk. 21 Ete & drinke, & be feleyly. 
1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 4 After dinner .. 
I continuid as long as ani, and was as fellowli as the best. 
1610 SHaks. 7evzp. v. i. 64 Mine eyes ev’n sociable to the 
shew of thine Fall fellowly drops. 1688 Bunyan evis. 
Stun. Saved (1886) 112 Why not fellowly with our carnal 
neighbours? 1887 Kentish Gloss., Hellowly, familiar, free. 


B. adv. In a manner like a fellow or equal; on 


equal terms; sociably; hence, familiarly. 

a1223 Ancr. R. 38 Delen in his pinen veolauliche on 
eorde. 1435 Misyn Jive of Love 92 To-gidyr beand & 
acordand be kyndely stirryng felaly pa ar glad. 1582 
BentLey Won. ATatrones 1. 305 Then seeing more felowlie 
the glorie of the Lord, we shall be transformed into the 
same image. a1631 Donne Sev. ix. 92 ‘To behave them- 
selves fellowly and frowardly towards Great Persons. 


+FEellowred. Ods. Forms: 3 felau-, feolau-, 
south, velau-, veolaured(d)en, 3-4 felau-, 
felared(e, 4 sowth. velazrede, 4-5 felawrede, 
-dyn, 5 felow(e)red(d)e. [f. FELLow + OE. 
-réden condition: see -RED.] 

1. The condition or state of being fellows or 
companions ; companionship, company, fellowship, 
society. Zo bear (a person) fellowred: to bear 


him company. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 106 Uorto beren him ucolauredden [z. 
feorreden]. c 1250 Old Kent. Serm. in O, £2. Misc. (1872) 3x 
Se [lepre] liest pe felarede of oper men. 1340 Ayend. 16 
Prede brek uerst uela3rede and ordre. % 

b. For fellowred: for comradeship’s sake. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 20380 (Cott.) Qui wepes tu sua .. For 
felaured now sai pou me. 1340 Ayers, 38 Pe pyeues be 
uela3rede byep bo pet partep of be pyefbe oper uor uela3rede 
ober by yefbe oper be begginge. 

. Intercourse, esp. spiritual ; =CoMMUNTON 2 b. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 27975 (Cott.) Poru pis gilt es pat felau- 
reden spilt pat tuix crist and vs suld be. 1340 Ayend. 14 ‘Pe 
mennesse of hal3en’ pet is to zigge be uela3rede of alle be 
halz3en. a@1400 Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 3 
That es comonynge and felawrede of all cristene. 

3. Sexual intercourse: 

c1250 Old Kent. Serm. in O. EB. Misc. (1872) 31 Wyman 
deseiurd fram mannes felarede. 13.. AZS. Wari. 1701. 11 
(Halliw.) But thou dedyst no foly dede, That ys fleshly 
felaurede. 1340 Ayend. 9 Pou ne sselt na3t wylni uela3rede 
ulesslich wyb obre manne wyf. 

4. A company of fellows or comrades. 

¢ 1326 Coer de L, 3137 Blythe was the Crystene felawrede, 
Off Kyng Richard. 1340 Ayend. 16 He vil uram heuene 
and becom dyeuel, and he and al his uelajrede. ¢ 1430 
Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 3586 He had a grete felowrede. ¢ 1430 
Hymns Virg. (1867) 121 Seynt peter, noper his felow-redde, 
Dar nott speke a word. 

Fellowship (felloufip), sd. [f. Frnnow sd. + 
-SHIP.] Primarily, the condition or quality of 
being a FELLOW, in various senses. 

1. +a. Partnership; membership of a society. 
Also, in political sense, alliance. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir 1 Mace. viii. 17 He sente hem to Rome, for 
to ordeyne with hem frendship and felawship. 1392 Wrst 
1st Pt, Symbol. § 26 C, There may be partnership or fellow- 
ship amongst the persons contracting. 1602 Snaxs. Z/am. 
111. 1, 289 Would not this Sir..get me a Fellowship in a crie 
of Players. 1623 BincHam Xenophon 87 ‘They would enter 
into fellowship of warre with the Grecians. 

b. Participation, sharing (in an action, condition, 
etc.); ‘something in common’, community of 
interest, sentiment, nature, etc. 

a1240 Uretsun in Cott, Hom. 185 Ich nabbe no mong, ne 
felawscipe, ne priuete, wih be world. 1382 Wyctir 2 Com. 
vi. 14 What felowschip of li3t to derkenessis? 1535 Cover- 
DALE Acts i.17 He.. had opteyned the felashippe of this 
mynistracion. 1671 Mitton P. R. 1. gor, I feel by proof 
That fellowship in pain divides not smart. 1714 Swirt 
Epist. Corr. Wks. 1841 IL. 529, I congratulate with England 
for joining with us here in the fellowship of slavery. 1869 
W. P. Mackay Grace §& Truth (1875) 244 Christians can 
have fellowship with Christ..as the rejected of earth. 

2. Companionship, company, society; an instance 
of this. Also, Zo dear (a person) fellowship ; to 
have, hold, +fall in, fellowship with (a person). 

c1z00 Vices §& Virtues (1888) 41 Das 3ewerzede gaste[s] 
felauscipe fram e[u]w3 driuen, @ 1225 Ancr. R, 160 Vor pi 
fleih sein Johan pe feolauschipe of fule men. a@ 1300 Cursor 
M. 12568 (Cott.) All pai felascip him bar. a@1340 Hamrore 
Psalter vi.7, 1 dwelled lange in synn & in felaghschip of ill 
men. 1393 Lanct. P. Pd. C. iv. 155 For hue ys fayne of by 
felaushep. 1449 ?M. Paston in Paston Lett. I. 83 Purry 
felle in felaschepe with Willyum Hasard at Querles. c 1450 
Merlin 218 The feliship of so worthi men is not to be 
refused, , Caxton sop 1. vi, The poure ought not 
to hold felauship with the myghty. 1535 CoveRDALE Wisd, 

















FELLOWSHIP. 


viii. 16 Hir felashipe hath no tediousnesse. 1607 SHaks. 
Cor. v. iii. 175 He .. kneeles, and holds vp hands for fellow- 
ship. 1690 Locke /7am. Und. 11. i. § 1 A necessity to have 
fellowship with those of his own kind. 1814 Cary Davte's 
Parad, vii. 121 Were it worse for man, If he lived not in 
fellowship on earth? 1855 Macautay //7st. Eng. 111. 404 
The least respectable members of that party renounced 
fellowship with him. 

transf. 1578 Banister /7ist. Man v.70 The fift veyne, 
being not depriued of the felowshyp of an Arterie. 


+b. collect. Habitual companions; = COMPANY 


4b. Obs. 

14.. Zundale's Vis. 183 This his thi felyschyp thou caytyff 
That thou chase to the in thi lyffe. 1548 Vorrest P/eas. 
Poesye 90 ‘They shull pluck too their societee, Feloshippe 
that neuer will after goode bee. 

+3. Communication, dealing, intercourse. Oéds. 

1555 WaTREMAN Jard/e /’acions 1. ix. 202 As he iudgeth 
theim.. by his eye..without further trade or feloweshippe 
betwixte theim. 1613 Saks. Hen. V///, 111. i. 121, | am 
old my Lords, And all the Fellowship I hold now with him 
Is onely my Obedience. rm r 

b. Mutual intercourse, es. spiritual; intimate 
personal converse ; =COMMUNION 2 a, b, c. 

ax300 Cursor MM. 10401 (Cott.) Pir hundreth scepe .. Bi- 
takens felascip, i-wiss, Of halus hei in heuen bliss. c¢ 1380 
Wycur Sel. Wks. III. 422 [Pei] were translate to felow- 
schippe and dwellyng wip Gods. axqoo Cov, Alyst. (1841) 
16'Than Cryst them ovyrtok..And walkyd in felachep fforth 
with hem too. 1835 STEWART Cron. Scot. 11. 144 But fallow- 
schip of ony bot thame sell, 1611 Bree 7yans?. Pref. 3'The 
end and reward of the studie [of Scripture being] fellowship 
with the Saints. 1746-7 Hervey A7edi¢, (1818) 12 Who 
admits us to a fellowship with himself. 1871 Macpurr 
Mem. Patmos ii. 23 Since John had last held visible fellow- 


ship with his Redeemer. 
+e. Sexual intercourse. More fully /leshly 


Sellowship. Obs. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 271 Pe fende .. fallen in fela3schyp 
with hem on folken wyse. ¢ 1400 Maunpvev. (Roxb.) xvii. 77 
When pai will hafe felischepe of men. ¢1450 JZerdin 7 We 
be made .. to haue counfort and ioye of mannes felishep. 
1450-1530 JZyrr. our Ladye 191 He fledde the flesshely 
we of hys wyfe. A 

=COoMMUNION 3. Zo give the right hand of 
Sellowship (after Gal. ii. g): to acknowledge a 
person as entitled to communion ; also Zvazzsf. 

In several Protestant denominations, a literal giving ‘ the 
right hand of fellowship’ by some representative person is 
part of the ceremony of admitting a person to church- 
membership, and of the ordination or induction of a 
minister. 

1382 Wycuir Gal. ii. 9 James and Cephas .. and John .. 
jauen to me and Barnabas the ri3t hondis of felowschip. 
1539 CRANMER 7ézd., Ryght handes of that felouschippe. 161 
Biste 707d., Right handes of fellowship. @ 1649 WinTHROP 
New Eng. (1853) 1. 215 The elder desired of the churches 
that.. they would give them the right hand of fellowship. 
166x BraMHALL Fust Vind. i. 3 They haue separated them- 
selues..from the fellowship of their own Sisters. 1809-10 
Cotermwce Friend (1865) 57, I will honour and hold forth 
the right hand of fellowship to every individual who, etc. 
1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 64 He shall receive the right 
hand of fellowship. 

5. The spirit of comradeship ; friendliness. Good 
Jellowshtp (parasynthetically); the temper and 
disposition of a ‘good fellow’. So, bad fellowship. 
+ Of fellowship: out of friendly feeling. 

c1370 Cuaucer 7yvoylus . 157 He..wher hym lyst, best 
felawship can To such as hym thinkith able to thrive. 1462 
Paston Lett, No. 445 Il. 95 Hertely thankyng you..of the 
felyshipp that my cosyn your sonne shewid unto me. 1463 
Bury Wills (Camden) 36 My beedys of jeet. . for remember- 
aunce of old good felashipp. 1570 Nortu Donz’s Mor. 
Philos, 1. (1888) 117 First of fellowship heare me but foure 
wordes. 1604 Jas. I Counterdbl. (Arb.) 11x It is become .. 
a point of good fellowship. 1670 Maynwarinc Vita Sana 
vi. 67 Drink for necessity, not for bad fellowship. 1818 
Sueiiey Rosalind § Helen 121 The birds .. with fearless 
fellowship .. round him wheel. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. 
Bonneville 11, 86 The rival companies .. prosecuted their 
journey in great good fellowship, 1863 Gro. Exior 
Romola (1880) I, 2 There must still be fellowship..for him 
among the inheritors of his birthplace. 

+h. collect. Good fellowship =‘ good fellows’. 

1647 CLARENDON //ist. Red. vit. (1703) II, 225 Wilmot .~ 
was..much belov’d by all the good fellowship of the Army. 

6. A body of fellows or equals; a company. 


Now vare (arch.). 

c1z90 S, Eng. Leg, 1. 27/23 A felau3schipe of quoynte 
Men. a 1300 Cursor M. 14249 (Cott.) Jesus..was cummen 
.. Wit his felauscip pat he ledd. c1350 W7ll. Palerne 1317 
But feipli his felachipe forp wip him he hadde. ¢ 1386 
Cuaucer Prod. 32, 1 was of hir felawschipe anon. c 1400 
Maunpev, (Roxb.) ix. 34 Iosue and Caleph and baire fely- 
schepe come first. 1471 Sir J. Paston in Lett. No. 675 
III. 15 Sir Thomas Fulfforthe is goon owt off Sceyntewarye 
and a gret ffelaschyp flettchyd hym. 1535 CoverDALe /sa. 
xliv. 10 Beholde all the felashippe of them must be brought 
to confucion. 1549 Bh. Com. Prayer, Te Deum, The goodly 
felowship [L. zzmerus] of the Prophetes. 1640 YorKE 
Union Hon. 27 With his sonne the young Prince of Wales, 
and a very noble fellowship, 1742 Baitry, Fellowship, a 
Company. 1879 Butcuer & Lane Odyssey 160 He went 
on his way and with him two and twenty of my fellowship. 

transf, 1827 Scott Frul. (1890) I. 383, I am sorry when 
I think of the goodly fellowship of vessels which are now 
scattered on the ocean. 


+b. A body of armed men. Ods. 

1380 Sir Ferumb, 5313 A..takep til hym scheld & sperre 
. Ober felaschip ne tabep he non. 1467 Marc, Paston in 
Lett. No. 576 11. 308 He .. sendyth dayly aspies to under- 
stand what felesshep kepe the place. cx1g00 Three Kin, 
Sons 97 ‘Therfore ike he his feliship, &..went to releef his 
first company. : 


FELLOWSHIP. 


+e. The crew of a vessel. Ods. 

1466 Mann. § Househ. Exp. 169 My lorde..3afe..to the 
felschepe of the Kervel. 1513 Doucias 4xe7s 1. vi. 158 
Thi schippis and fallowschip on the samyn wise. 

d. In the Eucharistic service, the words cz 
omni militia celestis exercitus have from an early 
date been rendered ‘ with all the holy fellowship of 
heayen’; possibly with some allusion to 6 b. 

1389 in Z7g. Gilds (1870) 116 In hont of ihesu crist..and al 
the holy felichipe of heuen. cx1450 Bidding Prayer iii. in 
Lay folks Mass Bk.7x All pe feir falychyp bat is in heuen. 
1583 Stanynurst A enezs ut. (Arb.) go Al the heunly feloship 
from the earth such a monster abandon. 

+e. An ordinary meal or entertainment for a 
company or household. Ods. 

1494 Househ. Ord. 121 As for the Shrove Thursday at night 
be longeth none estate to be kepte, but onely a fellow- 
shippe. 

7. A guild, corporation, company. Now rare. 
Fellowship of Porters: seetirb. | 

1515 Sik R. JERNEGAN in Strype Zecl. Afem.1, App. vii.13The 
same passport may be sent..to the Master of the fellowship. 
1523 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII, c. 2 All wardens and maisters 
of felowshyppes of all and euery such handie crattes. 1560 
Grant of City of Lond. x Feb. in Entick London (1766) IV. 
228 Being freemen of this city in the fellowship of the 
stationers. 1622 MisseLpEen /’vee Trade (ed. 2) 74 That .. 
fellowship of the Merchants Adventurers of England. 1692 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2799/4 Mr. Thomas Johnson Clerk to the 
Fellowship of Carmen. 1740 in Hanway 7vav. (1762) I. 1 
ix. 43 Any subject .. hath a right to be made free of the 
said fellowship. 1819 E. Mackenzie Hist. Newcastle (1827) 
706 note, Waits, or Musicians, were an ancient fellowship. 

transf. 21626 Br. ANDREWES Sevmz. (1661) 700 A fellow- 
ship or Society, which is called the fellowship or corporation 
of the Gospell. 

+b. collect. The members of a corporation or 
guild. Ods. 

©1440 Gesta Rom. xi. 35 (Add. MS.) His felishipp put out 
hiseyen. 1513 dct 5 Hen. VIII, c.6 Vhe Wardens and 
felisshippe of the crafte .. of Surgeons enfraunchesid in the 
Citie of London, 1571 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 
335 The Master Wardens..and Fellowship of the sayde 
occupation. 1649 Law/ulnesse Present Govt. 9 The Mayor 
of London and his Fellowshipsreceived him, 

e. In wider sense: An association or union of 
any kind ; also a brotherhood, fraternity. 

154t Barnes IVs, (1573) 246/1 Wee beleeue .. that holy 
church is a communion or felowshyp of holy men. 1683 in 
Faithful Contendings (1780) 59 It was desired that every 
one of the fellowships that sends Commissioners..would be 
conscientious in choosing of them. 1775 JoHNson /Vest. 
Islands Wks. X. 424 Land is sometimes leased to a small 
fellowship. 1847 Mrs, A. Kerr Hist. Servia x. 191 The 
peaceful fellowships in villages .. had also the right. 1861 
Mitt U?ilit. v. 90 A person’s fitness to exist as one of the 
fellowship of human beings. 1883 O. B. FrormincuaM in 
Schaff Zncycl. Relig. Knowl, 2381 The public. .gave to the 
little fellowship the name of the ‘ Transcendental Club’, 
1889 Lux Mundi iv. (1890) 178 Building up a new cosmo- 
politan fellowship. 

8. The position or dignity, or the emoluments, of a 
‘fellow’ in a college, university, learned society, etc. 

1536 Act 27 Hen. VILL, c. 42 § 1 in Oxf & Camb, Enactm. 
13 The said .. Chauntries, free Chapelle Felowshippes, 
Scolershippes. 1631 T. Powett Tom All Trades 148 In 
some Colledges the Fellowship follows the Schollership. 
@ 1674 CLARENDON //7st, Red. x, (1704) III. 56 They placed 
..such other of the same leven in the Fellowships. 1808 
Med. F¥rnl. XUX. 271 He had it in contemplation. .to offer 
himself a candidate for a fellowship in the London College 
of Physicians. 1868 M. Partison Academ. Org. iv. 57 The 
proposal to commute fellowships into scholarships. 

+b. collect. The body of ‘fellows’ in a college 
or university; the society constituted by the 


‘fellows’. Obs. 

1480 Bury Wills (1850) 58 The seid maist", presedent, or 
reuler, and phelaschep of the seid collage. 1567 in Gutch 
Coll. Cur. II. 278 The said Richard Barber..shall call the 
whole fellowship then present within the College together. 
r7to Hearne Codlect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 53 Any one 
that ever entered that Fellowship. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. \. 437 Adjudging and conferring degrees, which ex- 
clusively belongs to the fellowship as a learned faculty. 


9. Arith. The process by which a partner’s share 
of gain or loss is determined in proportion to his 


share of the capital. 

156: Recorpe Gr. Artes Yj, Thus you are .. sufficiently 
instructed in the rule of felowsbip. 1594 BLunprviL Lxere. 
1. xil. (ed. 7) 36 This is to be wrought according to the Rule 
of fellowship. 1661 Hopper Arithmetick 148 The Rule of 
Fellowship without time. 16953 ALiNcHAM Geo. Lfit, 66 
This 7%eo. helps to demonstrate the Rule of Fellowship. 
1806 Hutton Course Math. I. 120 Fellowship is either 
Single or Double, 1859 Barn. SmitH Avith, § Algebra 
(ed. 6) 508 Fellowship or Partnership. 

10. A/. Short for /ellowship-porters. (See 11b.) 

1865 Dicxens JZut, Fr. 1. vi, The Fellowships don’t want 
you at all. 

11. attrib. and Comdé., (sense 7) as fellowship- 
merchant; (sense 8) as fellowship-examination, 
-honour; also, fellowship-meeting, an associa- 
tion formed for the purpose of religious converse. 

- 1866 Mrs. GAsKkett Wives § Daz. IJ. 307, I shall be going up 
for my *fellowship examination. 1893 Dazly News 7 July 11/3 
The only American woman, holding the *fellowship honour 
of the Royal Geographical Society. 1679 J. Finray in 
Cloud of Witnesses (1810) 185, 1 bear my testimony to the 
*fellowship meetings of the Lord’s people. 1806 Forsytu 
Beauties Scot. 111. 176 All the fellowship-meetings of the 
parish of Cambuslang assembled. 1485 Act x //en. VII, c. 
3 § x No proteccion be. .allowed in the Courte before the.. 
Felishipp merchauntes of the Staple at Calais. 
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b. Fellowship porter, a member of the ‘ fellow- 
ship’ of the Porters of Billingsgate, a guild having 
certain monopolies in the City of London; see quots. 

There was also a Guild of Fellowship Porters in Edinburgh, 
who joined the Trone-men in 1694 (Walford ist. Gilds 87). 

1620 Draft Act Common Council 5 Oct.in Acts & Rep. 
Come. Council (Guildhall Lib.) No. 4 That the Company and 
ffellowship of Porters of Billingsgate..shall..continue to be 
from henceforth oné Company or Brotherhood. 1681 
Detaune State of London 341 Vhe Porters of London are 
of two sorts. 1. Ticket Porters..2. Fellowship Porters. 
To these belong the. .landing, housing, carrying or recarry- 
ing all measurable Goods, as Corn, Salt, Coals, &c. 1854 
Rep. Parl, Comm. Corporation of London 23 The Fellow- 
ship of Porters, which exists as a separate body, created by 
an Act of Common Council. No person can be admitted as 
a Fellow of this body who is not free of the City of London. 
1890 Daily News 18 July 7/2 The complainant is a fellow- 
ship porter. ‘ 

Fellowship (felovfip), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

+1. ¢rans. Yo unite in fellowship; to connect 
or associate (a person or thing) wzt# or Zo another ; 
refi. to enter into companionship. Ods. 

€1374 Cuaucer Boeth. u. vi. 53 Contrarious binges ne 
ben not wont to ben yfelawshiped togidres. 1382 Wyc.ir 
Gen, xxvi. 7 She was to hym felowshipte thur3 mariage. 
¢1440 Secrees 182 Twoo men pat felawschipped hem to 
gedreinaway. 1491 Caxton Vitas Patr. (W. de W. 1495) 
1. xlix. 98 a/t They can not be compatyble ne felyshypped 
wyth the other. 156x T. Hopy tr. Castiglione’s Courtyer 
Yyivb, To felowship him self..with men of the best sort. 

+ 2. To accompany. Ods. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. ww. iii, 121 Grete peyne felawshipep 
and folwepb hem. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 405/1, I shal yet 
felawship the unto the gate. 

3. To admit to fellowship, enter into fellowship 
with. Now only in religious use. 

¢ 1440 Gesta Rom, xxxiy. 135 (Harl. MS.) Then pes seynge 
hir sistris alle in acorde..she turnid ayene..then pes was 
felashipid among hem. a@1860 Eclectic Rev. (Worcester), 
Whom he had openly fellowshipped. 1882 A. Manan 
Autobiog. xi. 242 A charity which fellowshipped anything. 

4. intr. To join in fellowship ; to associate wth. 


Now only in religious use, and chiefly U.S. 

c1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. \vi. (Gibbs MS.) Oure lorde 
Jesu came..and felischippede with hem. 1472 in Surfces 
Afisc. (1890) 26 Derrick his lepere, & his not abyll to felychep 
emange the pepell. 1561 I’. Hosy Castiglione's Courtyer 
A iij b, Like maye fellowship..with his like, 1883-4 J. G. 
Butter Bible- Work 1. 109 He [Peter] fellowshipped freely 
with Gentile believers. 1886 Chr. Life 1 May, He never 
fellowshipped with any of our churches. 


Hence Fe'llowshipping v0/. sd., the action of 
forming a fellowship ; in quot. covcr. as the alleged 
proper term for a company of yeomen. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans ¥F vja, A ffelishippyng of yomen.. 

Fe:llow-so‘ldier. One who fights under the 
same standard as another ; a companion-in-arms. 

1526-34 ‘TiInDALE Phil. ii. 25 Epaphroditus .. my. .felowe 
soudier. 1593 SHAKs. 3 Hen. VJ, iW. vii. 70 Come, fellow 
Souldior, make thou proclamation. 1777 W. Robertson 
Fist. Amer. (1783) Il. 244 To avoid the imputation of 
cowardice from their fellow-soldiers. 1882 J. TayLor Sc. 
Covenanters 16x He met with his former fellow-soldier. 

+Felly, a. Obs. [f. Fun a.+-Ly1.] =FEwn. 

rg4ox Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 17 The felliest folke that ever 
Antichrist found. 1749 Ladle’s Lament.in Facobite Songs 
§ Ballads (1887) 263 Driven by fortune’s felly spite. 

Felly (feli), adv. Forms: 3 fellik, 4 fellely, 
4-5 fellich(e, (4 fell liche, fellyche), 4-6 felli(e, 
(6 fellye), 4-felly. Compar. 4 fellaker. [f. FELu 
@.+-LY2.] Ina fell manner. 

1. Fiercely, cruelly, harshly; with deadly ma- 
lignity or destructive effect. 

a 1300 Cursor AT, 4143 (Cott.) Ful fellik pai a-gain answard, 
*Quar-for suld we of oght be ferd?’ a@1340 HamroLe 
Psalter \xxvii. 53 ‘Temptacioun pat felly smytes pe hertes 
of foles. 1340 Ayend. 174 Pe more he him smit pe more 
fellaker : huanne he him yzi3p onlosti and sleauuol. c1440 
Gaw. § Gol. 576 The feght sa felly thai fang. 148r Caxton 
Reynard (Arb.) 89 The kyng hier saith so felly, that my 
fadre nor I dyde hym neuer good. 1555 WATREMAN 
Fardle Factions 1. vil. 179 'Vhe more thei haue, the fellier 
gnaweth their longing. 1566 Dranr Horace’ Sat. 1. ili, 
With feuer quartayne, felly toste. 1647 H. More Song of 
Soult. u. xxvii, The hearts do ne’re agree But felly one an- 
other do upbray. 1748 THomson Cast. /ndod. 11. xliil, He sat 
him felly down and gnaw’d his bitter nail. 1802 G. Corman 
Br. Grins, Kut, §& Friar 1. Nii, In the Field, where late he 
fought so felly. 18x Scorr Don Roderick \i, Never hath 
the harp of minstrel rung Of faith so felly proved, so firmly 
true! 1866 Reape Griffith Gaunt xxv, He tore the purse 
out of Leonard’s hand : then seized him felly by the throat. 


b. + Bitterly, keenly; terribly (ods.); hence 


dial. exceedingly. 

1378 Barsour Bruce x. 479 He wes Woundit so felly in 
the face, That he wes dredand of his lif, /é¢d, xv1. 217 
Thai war so felly fleyit thar That [etc.]. @ 1400-50 Alex- 
ander 3647 Oure mody kyng of Messedone. .Seis paim faile 
so ethfully and felly was greued. 1583 StanyHursT Aenezs 
u. (Arb.) 58 They clymb, in lefthand, with shields, tools 
fellye rebating. 1807 J. Sracc Poems 37 They ran... Till 
a’ war felly spent. 

+2. Craftily, cunningly, artfully. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Yosh. ix. 4 Thei that dwelten in Gabaon .. 
fellich thenkynge, token to hem meetis [etc.]. 1387 TRevisa 
Higden (Rolls) 11. 317 Perfore he bypou3t hym felliche and 
gilefulliche to bere a doun be children of Israel. ¢ 1400 
Beryn 311 With half a sclepy eye pourid fellich yndir hir 
hood. 1450-1530 A/yrr. our Ladye 44 The more effectuall.. 
that prayer is .. the more felly .. laboureth the malycyous 
enemy to lette it. 











“With that Symone a felloun flap lait fle. 


FELON. 
Felly (fe'li), v. dial. [variant of Fatuow v.2] 
1788 W, MarsuHati Yorksh. Gloss., Kelly, to break up a 


fallow. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Felly, to break up the fallow 
ground, to plough up the stubble before sowing the crop. 


Felly, alternative form of Fenton. 

|| Felo-de-se (fe:lo dz sz) Pl. felones-, felos- 
de-se. [Anglo-Lat. felo FrELon, a sé of himself.] 

1. One who ‘deliberately puts an end to his own 
existence, or commits any unlawful malicious act, 
the consequence of which is his own death’ (Black- 


stone). 

[c1z50 Bracton 11. 1. xxxi, Eodem modo quo quis felo- 
niam facere possit interficiendo alium, ita feloniam facere 
possit interficiendo seipsum, que quidem felonia dicitur 
fieri de seipso.] 1651 G. W. tr. Cowedl’s Inst. 124 He that 
murders himself, is by us tearmed Felo de se. 1689 
Hickerincitt. Modest ng. iv. 30 How desperately they 
stabb themselves, and are Felones de se. 1814 Byron in 
Moore L7fe (1875) 421 That ‘ felo de se’ who... Walk’d out 
of his depth and was lost in a calm sea, 1874 G. W. Dasent 
Half a Life \. 85 Dick... pronounced him .. to be, in fact, 
felo de se. 

b. jig. 

1678 Lively Orac. iil. 40 Making their Natures a kind of 
Jelo de se to prompt the destroying itself. 1704 E. Warp 
Dissenting Hypocrite 34 ‘That Church is Moderate and 
Easy ‘I’ excess, which would be Felo de se. 1749 FizLpinc 
Tom Jones vii. xiv, That Protestants .. should be .. such 
Felos de se, I cannot believe it, 1767 BLacKsToNnE Comm1. 
Il. 31 This »zodus is felo de se and destroys itself. 1840 
De Quincey Style Wks. 1862 X. 164 A man who [etc.] .. 
would be a madman and a felo-de-se, as respected his reliance 
upon that doctrine. 

attrib. 1826 Edin. Rev. XLV. 171 This felo de se system. 

ce. In etymological nonce-use (see quot.) 

1670 CLarENDON “ss. Tracts (1727) 198 He is literally 
Jéelo de se, who deprives and robs himself of that which no 
body but himself can rob him of, 


2. A case to which the verdict ‘felo de se’ is 
appropriate ; self-murder, suicide. 

1771 E. Lone Trial of Dog ‘ Porter’ in Hone Every-day 
Bk. Il. 205 Your worships should incline to deem it a /é/o 
de se. 1840 Hoop Uf the Rhine 202 Werther, who brought 
Jelo-de-se into vogue. 1883 S. C. Hart Retrospect 1. 45 
The ‘crowner’s quest’ had pronounced the wretched 
creature guilty of felo-de-se. 

Felon (felgn), a and sé1 Forms: a. 3-5 
feloun(e, -un(e, 4-6 felown(e, Sc. felloun(e, 
5 felone, (feleyn), 6-8 fellon(e, 3- felon. 8. 
(in adj. only) 4-5 felo(u)ns; cf. felunsly sv. 
Frnonzty. [a. OF. felon adj. and sb.=Pr. felon, 
fethon, fellon adj., Sp. fellon, It. fellone adj. and sb. 
i-vulgar L. *fe/lon-em. From its formation, the 
word must have been originally a sb., fe/ (:—fed/o), 
whence FELL a., being the subj. case, and felon 
(:—fello-n-) the obj. case; but so far as documentary 
evidence goes, both forms were indiscriminately 
used in OF, as adj., and the recorded subst. use of 
the latter is derivative. The curious Eng. form 
felouns adj. may perh. be due (like fers FIERCE) 
to the -s of the nom. case in OF. (in this instance 


a product of analogy). 

The ultimate etymology is uncertain. Of the many con- 
jectures proposed the most probable is that /edone-7 is 
a derivative of L. fed, fed gall, the original sense being ‘ one 
who, or something which, is full of bitterness’ (or ‘ venom’, 
the two notions, as many linguistic facts show, being closely 
associated in the popular mind). In support of this view it 
may be pointed out that the sb. has had the senses of ‘an 
envenomed sore’ and ‘cholera’ (see FELon sd.*); moreover, 
this etymology accounts perfectly for the strangely divergent 
senses which the adj. has in the Rom. langs. : ‘wicked’, 
‘angry’, ‘ brave’, ‘melancholy, sad’ (It. fed/one), ‘intensely 
painful’. Of the other suggestions that have been made the 
most plausible is perhaps that of Prof. R. Atkinson of Dublin, 
that_/e2/o was originally a term of obscene abuse, f. L. /ellare 
as used in a peculiar sense by Martial and Catullus. Some 
scholars think that_/e//o is from OHG. *72/o, an unrecorded 
derivative of i//en to scourge (cf. med.L._/ido rascal); others 
have sought to connect it with the obscure second element in 
the OF. words wadfel (from wad carnage; occurring only 
cence, as an epithet of the raven) and ¢/fe/e, ead/elo (usually 
supposed to be from eaZ all; only twice, as an epithet of 
dttor poison). The mod.Da. fzZ horrible, disgusting, has 
also been compared ; the MDu. /e/ is adopted from Fr. ‘The 
Celtic words often cited are out of the question; the OF. 
word cannot have come from Wales or Ireland, and Gaulish 
appears not to have possessed the sound /; the Welsh # and 
the Irish do not correspond etymologically.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of persons and animals, their actions, feelings, 

etc.: Cruel, fierce, terrible; wicked, base. Now 


poet) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1160 (Cott.) Quen felauscipe .. Mought 
te drau fra felon dede. did. 5896 (Cott.) It become a 
worme felon. 1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 47 Enwy, that is sa 
feloune. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn liii. 205 So bigan 
they to smyte amonge their felon enmyes. 1513 DoucLas 
Aéneis xi. i, 95 Hys felloun fa is kyllit thus. 1549 Cozpd. 
Scot, Prol. 14 Fechtand be fellone forse. ?@ 1550 
Freiris of Berwik 553 in Dunbar's Poents (1893) 303 
1575 J. STILL 
Gamm. Gurion 1. iii. in Hazl. Dodsley 111. 179 Perchance 
some felon spirit may haunt our house indeed. 1687 
Drypen Hind § P. 1. 1170 Courtesies .. No gratitude in 
felon minds beget. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1v. 712 Vain shews 
of love to veil his felon hate. 1735 THomson Liberty iv. 
1189 The felon undermining Hand Of dark Corruption, 
1813 Byron Giaour 677 The steel Which taught the felon 
heart to feel. 1855 SincGLETON V’77g7/ I. 33 Both gods and 
stars the mother felon calls. i 

-2 


FELON. 


B. ¢ 1340 Cursor M. 9973 (Trin.) Mary mayden .. stondeb 
for shelde & targe ajeines alle oure felouns foo. ¢ 1440 York 
Myst. xi. 39 Tho felons folke [Jewes] Sir, first was fonn In 
kyng Pharo 3o0ure fadyr dayse. a1450 Kut. de la Tour 1 
Curtesye..aught to refraine felons proude herte of man ct 
woman. 

b. transf. Of things and places: Savage, wild ; 
(of weapons) murderous. 

¢ 1320 Sir Tristry. 1446 Wip a spere feloun He smot him in 
be side. c¢1450 Merlin 269 It semed by her armes that thei 
were come from felon place. 1513 DouGLas ne?/s iv. x. 19 
And felloun stormis of ire gan hir to schaik. 1566 Drant 
Horace’ Sat. vii. D vj b, The fellone tongue of Rupilie. 1637 
Micron Lycidas 91 He asked..the felon winds, What hard 
mishap had doomed this gentle swain? 1781 CowPEr 77uth 
445 Often unbelief. . Flies to the tempting pool, or felon knife. 
c 1800 K. Wuitr Le?t. (1837) 204 To snatch the victim from 
thy felon wave. 1814 Scorr A/assacre Glencoe 26 The hand 
that mingled in the meal, At midnight drew the felon steel. 

+e. Angry, sullen. Ods. 

¢€1374 Cuaucer JTroylus v. 199 With felon [It. /e2/one] 
look and face dispitouse. 1567 Drant Horace’ Efist. 11. 63 
Like a woolfe..Incensd, with fellon fasting face. 

+ 2. Brave, courageous, sturdy, Ods. 

1375 Barsour Sruce vil. 454 He wes bath 3o0ung, stout, 
and felloun. 1596 Datrymete tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1. 
(1887) 131 Fergus .. is namet first King of Scottis .. for his 
felloune fortitude. 

+3. ‘Terribly’ great, ‘tremendous’, huge. Sc. Ods. 

¢1450 Henryson Mor, ab, 74 The man..was inan felloun 
fray. 1513 DouGLas £ne/s v. iii. 30 The busteus barge, 
yclepit Chimera Gyas with felloun fard furth brocht alswa. 
1536 BeLLENDEN Cron. Scot, (1821) I, p. xxxvii, With ane 
fellon stoure. ¢ 1570 Sat, Poems Reform. xx. 25 In felloun 
feir at me thay speir. @ 1605 Potwart Flyting w. Mont- 
gomerie 208 Fore store of lambes and lang-tailde wedders. . 
In fellon flockes. 

+4. With sense derived from the sb. : Feloniously 
acquired, stolen. Obs. vare—. 

1631 Futter David's Hainous Sinne xix. (D.), Whose 
greedy eves with fellon goods were found. 

Re 

+1. A vile or wicked person, a villain, wretch, 
monster. Sometimes applied to the Devil or an 
evil spirit. Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor AZ. 11481 (Gott.) Herodes, pat fals feloune. 
Ibid, 12982 (Gott.) ‘ Ne seis bu noght’, said pe felune. 1340 
Ayenb, 29 Pe uour werreres pet pe feloun hep. a@1400 
Octonian 943 He .. bad hym fynd a champioun To feyght 
with that foule feloun. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt, 100 The 
frenssh men ben moche felons. 1594 Carew asso (1881) 
27 This fellon then his made rage tempereth. 1697 DRYDEN 
Vireg. Afneid vi. 804 He, the King of Heav’n.. Down to the 
deep Abyss the flaming Felon strook. 1814 Scorr Ld. of 
Isles 11, xxiv, Yet sunk the felon’s moody ire Before Lord 
Ronald’s glance of fire. 

+2. In good sense: A brave man, a warrior. 
Obs. rare. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 819" Fers felons with hym fangez & 
florens enowe. 

3. Law. One who has committed felony. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 9668 Al™pat pe felon hath, be 
kinges itis. 1393 Lancu. P. PZ. C. x1. 240 Pauh pe fader 
be a frankelayne and fora felon be hanged. 1460 Play 
Sacrant. 505 Hold prestly [7] on thys feleyn & faste bynd 
him to a poste. 1467 in Exg. Gilds (1870) 389 Mansleers, 
ffelons, Outlawes. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 301 
‘They dyd leade the bounden as they do theues or felons. 
1575 Nottingham Rec. \V. 158 Ralfe the felon that brake 
Maister Askewe house, 1592 SHaks. Rom. § Ful. v. iii. 69, 
Ido ..apprehend thee for a Fellon here. 1683 Cod. Rec. 
Pennsylu. 1, 72 1t was proposed that no fellons be brought 
into this Contrey. 1728 Pore Dunc. 1. 281 With less 
reading than makes felons scape. 1796 Burke Regic. 
Peace Wks. 1842 II. 318 A gang of felons and murderers. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 267 Pursued with hue and 
cry asa felon. 1878 Emerson AZisc. Papers, Fort. Republic 
Wks. (Bohn) III. 398 The felon is the logical extreme of the 
epicure and coxcomb, 

transf. 1735 SOMERVILLE Chase 11, 168 Each sounding 
Horn proclaims the Felon [a Fox] dead. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 26 All this we ascribe to Roger, for we 
say he brought down the felon [a hawk]. 

+b. Lelon-de-se, felon of oneself; = FELO-DE-SE, 

1648 Br, Hatt Sel. Thoughts § 34 Nothing is more 
odious amongst men than for a man to be a felon of himself. 
1655 Futver Ch. //ist. v. i. § 3 A stake is..the monument 
generally erected for Felons de Se. 1678 Marve Growth 
Popery Wks. 1875 IV. 322 If a House [of Parliament] shall 
once be felon of itself and stop its own breath. 

+4. =FELony 1, 2. Obs. 

¢ 1325 Cursor AI, 22861 (Edin.) Poru pair feloun and pair 
sine. c1340 /ééd. 13244 (Fairf.) Vo pe lewes fulle of feloun 
til ham he made his sarmoun. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as felon-bushranger, felon- 
worshipper ; felon-setter (Azglo-Jrish), a thief- 
taker. Also felon-setting vi/. sb., in quot. 
attrib. 

1859 Cornwatus New World I. 99 A country infested 
with *felon bushrangers of the most desperate character. 
1864 People (Dublin) Feb., ‘The Irish people believe that 
Mr, Sullivan has more than once acted the part of a *felon- 
setter, 1890 Pall Mall G. 20 Sept. 4/3 The *felon-setting 
policy in which they have been engaged for a long time past. 
1857 Sat, Nev. ILI. 272/1 There appear to be three great 
classes of “felon-worshippers. 

Felon (felgn), 54.2. Also fellon. [Perh, a. 
OF. */e/on ; a 16th c. quot. in Godef. s.v. has felons 
app. corresponding to zécerzbus in the L, original ; 
but the translation is loose, and the word may 
mean ‘cholera’, as in Cotgr.; cf. quot. ¢ 1116 
below. ‘The sense is consistent with derivation 


from L. fel/-, fel gall; sce prec.] 
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1. A small abscess or boil, an inflamed sore. 

[?c 1116 Raputpuus Ef. ad Elyenses in Acta SS. V. (1867) 
468 Morbus, quem vulgo fellonem nuncupant, felle suo viroso 
me miserum graviter occupavit, (The disease, described in 
absurdly bombastic terms, seems to have been a scrofulous 
swelling of the neck.)] 1340 Hampore Py. Consc. 2995 
Kylles and felouns and apostyms. 14.. Lat. Eng. Voc. in 
Wr.-Wiilcker 564 Axtxax, the felon. 14.. Pict. Voc. ibid. 
791 Hec Antrax, a felun, bleyn. c¢1440 Promp. Parv. 154/2 
Felone, soore, axtyvax, 1547 Boornk Brev. Health xxiv. 
15 b, In Englyshe it is named a Felon, and is lyke a Car- 
bocle. 1689 MoyLe Sea Chyrurg. 1. xxy.80 To ripen these 
Boyles and Felons apply this Cataplasme. 1740 BERKELEY 
Let. Wks. 1871 1V. 263 What you call a felon is called in 
the books a phlegmon. 1826 J. Wittiams Last Legacy 11 
Felons. .or any such tumor on the hands or feet or elsewhere. 
1880 /, Cornwall Gloss., Fellon, inflammation. F 

b. esp. A whitlow under or near the nail of a 
finger or toe. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens vt. \xix. 747 The felons or noughtie 
sores which rise about the toppes of toes and fingers. 1667 
Sir W. Wittoucuesy in Lauderdale Papers (1885) 11. xx. 28, 
I am trubled .. w'» an effeminate desease called a ffellon on 
my fore finger. 1746 Howe.t in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 228 
The Fellon, or worst kind of Whitflow. 1874 Harpy 
Madding Crowd xxxii, He's had that felon upon his finger. 

2. With reference to animals: a, in prec. sense, 


b. (see quot. 1855). 

c1480 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. 1. 301 A wykked felone 
is swolle of such maner coverte that no man may it hele, 
that the hawke schal not dye. 1595 Marxnam BA. St. 
Albans 1. 23 1f your hawke haue a felon swolne on her. 
1748 tr. Vegetius’ Distentp. Horses 62 He will have Fellons 
or small Biles in his Back. 1842 C. W. Jonnson Harmer's 
Encycl., Felon .. In farriery, a term for a sort of inflamma- 
tion in animals, similar to that of whitlow in the human 
subject. 1855 Ropinson IV/Aitby Gloss., Mellon, the soreness 
of a cow’s skin from cold or checked perspiration. 

3. attrib. In various names of plants, herbs, etc., 
as Felon-berry (see quot. 1715); Felon-grass 
(a) Imperatoria Ostruthium (? miscalled ‘ angelica’ 
in quot. 1824) ; (0) Helleborus niger; (c) Geranium 
Robertianum; Felon-herb (sce quot. 1878); Felon- 
weed, Senecio Jacobxa ; Felon-wood, (a) Solanum 
Dulcamara; (b) Imperatoria Ostruthium ; Felon- 
wort (see quot. 1878). 

a1715 Buppe J/S. in Britten & Holland Plavt-n., * Fellon- 
berry, Bryonta dioica. 1824-80 JAamirson, */ellin-grass, 
the plant called Angelica. 1878 Britrren & HoLLanp 
Plant-n., Felion Grass. ILbid., *F ellon-herb, (x) Artemisia 
vulgaris .. (2) Hieracium Pilosella. 1579 LANGHAM Gard. 
Health (1633) 577 It healeth felons .. It is called *fellon- 
weede. 1878 Britten & Horitanp Plant-n., Hellon-weed. 
1861 Miss Pratt Flower, Pl. 1V. 70 (Woody Nightshade 
or Bittersweet) .. The plant is in some places called *Felon- 
wood. 1878 Britten & Hoitanp Plant-n., Fellon-wood. 
1706 Puiturs (ed. Kersey), */edonu-wort, an Herb. 1878 
Britten & Hotvann Plant-n., Hellon-wort, (1) Solanum 
Dulcamara .,(2) Chelidoninm majus .. (3) Lniperatoria 
Ostruthium ..(4) Geranium Robertianum. 

Feloness (felgnés). vare. [f. FEton 5b.1+ 
-ESS.] A female felon. 

1845 Browninc /Vight Duchess, His mother’s yellowness.. 
When she heard what she called the flight of the feloness. 

+ Felonian, sd. Obs. rare—1, [f. FELON-Y + 
-IAN.] = FELON. 

1594 ?Greene Seliénus Wks. XIV. 266 These are some 
felonians, that seeke to rob me, 

+ Felonish, a. Obs. rare—'. 
-ISH.] =FELON a. 1. 

1530 Parscr. 312/2 Fell or felonysshe, /elonnenx. 

Felonious (felownias), a. [f. Frnony +-ous.] 

1. Wicked, atrociously criminal. Cf. FELON a., 
Frtonous. Now chiefly Aoed. 

1575 J. StiLL Gam. Gurton i. iii. in Haz). Dodsley 111. 
219 Diccons devil .. Of Cat and Chat, and Doctor Rat, a 
felonious tale did tell, 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, i. i. 129 
Vnlesse it were a bloody Murtherer, Or foule felonious 
Theefe. 1599 Warn. Faire Wom. u. 1206 How sayest thou 
to these fellonious murders, art thou guilty or not guilty? 
1601 HoLiann Péimy II. 12'The wicked rable. .committed such 
fellonious outrages, as [etc.]. 1651 Str H. Worron in Ellis 
Orig, Lett. Ser. 1. III. 254 no/e, ‘Vhat felonious conception. 
¢1750 SHENSTONE Llegtes vii. 63 Does not felonious Envy 
bar the road? 1827 PotLox Course 7. 1x. 204 With most 
felonious aim. 

2. Law. Of or pertaining to felony ; of the nature 
of felony. Hence, in popular lang. of an act or 
purpose ; Thievish. 

1634 Mitton Comus 196 O thievish night ! Why should’st 
thou, but for some felonious end, In thy dark lantern thus 
close up the stars? 1769 Blackstone Cov. 1V. 188 Felo- 
nious homicide .. the Citing of a human creature .. without 
justification or excuse. /édid. 1V. 227 Such breaking and 
entry must be with a felonious intent. c¢1780 Erskine Sf. 
Trial Lord G. Gordon (1810) 1. 82 A felonious riot. 1812 
Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 14 An act was passed. .making 
them felonious. 1869 2’a// Mal/G. 5 Oct. 7 Condemning the 
appropriation of tenants’ improvements as ‘felonious’. 

b. Of a person: That has committed felony. 

1857 Sat, Nev. 111, 271/2 He sees no longer the respectable 
..Mr. Redpath, but only the felonious clerk. 

Hence Felo-niousness, the quality or state of 
being felonious. 

1727 in Baiwey vol. Il, 1886 Pall Mall G.6 Aug. 4/1 
A young man .. does not forge a cheque for a paltry £20 
in a mere access of playful feloniousness. 

Eeloniansly, (felowniasli), adv. 
-LY *.] In a felonious manner. 

1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 59 Preamb., Evyll disposed 
persones .. intendyng .. feloniously to have broken the hous 
of your seid Subget. 1548 Hatt Chron. Hen. VIII, an. 6 


[f. FrLon + 


[f. prec. + 








FELONY. “ 


55 b, [They] of their set malice, then, & their, felonyously 
kylled & murthered the sayde Richard Hun. 1720 Proc. in 
Old Bailey 7 Dec., Feloniously stealing 27 pound weight of 
Sugar. 1844 WitLiams Real Prof. (18779 x No man, be he 
ever so feloniously disposed, can run away with an acre of 
land. 1874 MotLey Barneveld II. xiv. 128 The Cloister 
Church had been. .surreptitiously and feloniously seized. 

+Felonly, adv. Obs. [f. FELON a. +-Ly 2.] 
In a ‘felon’ manner, wickedly ; fiercely, bitterly, 
cruelly, severely, also in weaker sense, grievously. 

1300 Cursor M, 12286 (Cott.) Yur sun urs nu feld wit 
strijf And felunsli him broght 0 lijf. 1303 R. BRuNNE Handi, 
Syune 1358 Who so demyp felunsly .. He shal no mercy 
haue. 67d. 1441 A man..bat felunlyche dyde euere wrong. 
¢1330 — Chron. Wace (Rolls) 3028 Pe felonloker bey hem 
abated. c1475 Raw Cotlzear 18 Sa feirslie fra the Firma- 
ment, sa fellounlie it fure. 1533 BELLENDEN Livy v. (1822) 
473 The Gaulis als war fellony [vead fellonly] invadit be 
pestilence. 1581 Mutcaster Positions xxxvil. (1887) 166 
Ouerflowing number .. doth festure fellonly .. with most 
rebellious enterprises. 


+ Fe-lonment, adv. Obs. rave. [a. OF. felone- 
ment, {. felow FELON a. + -ment advb. suffix.) 


Fiercely, feloniously. 

¢1470 Harpinc Chron. cu. ii, Surmittyng hym of robbery 
felonoment. /éid. ccx. vi, Some gaue hym batayle full 
felonement. 

+Felonous, a. Ols. Also 4-5 felonnous, 
(4 felen-, 5 fellenouse). [f. FELoN+-ous.] Of 
the nature of a felon ; like a felon. 

1. Wicked, evil, mischievous. 

1374 Cuaucer Goeth, 1. iv. 18 Swiche binges as euery 
felonous man hab conceyued in hys pou3t a3eins innocent. 
c¢1400 MaunbeEV. (1839) vi. 65 Thei ben right felonouse & 
foule. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 367/1 A ryght felonnous 
deuylle. 1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 3 § 1 Felony and 
felonous stealynge of the same goodes. 1591 SPENSER 
Virgil's Guat 295 He spide his foe with felonous intent. 
1594 First Pt. Contention (1843) 35 A murtherer or foule 
felonous theefe. 

2. Fierce, cruel, violent. Also, bold, sturdy. 

c1386 Cuaucer Pars. T. » 364 Whan that meinie is felon- 
ous and damageous to the peple by hardinesse of high 
lordeship. c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xxviii. 291 He is a full 
felonous Best. ¢1477 Caxton Fason 23 A tyrant felonnous. 
1523 Lp. Berners /7o/ss. I. ccclxxxiv. 648 He .. answered 
them with a felonous regarde. 1596 SPENSER J. Q. Iv, x. 33 
He. .bit his lip for felonous despight. 

3. Thievish. vave—°. 

1570 Levins Manip. 225 Felonouse, furax. 

Hence Fe‘lonously adv. 

1436 Rolls Parlt. 1V. 498 Pe said William felonousely and 
flesshly knewe and ravysshed pe said Isabell. 1525 Lp. 
Berners /vo/ss. II. xciiii. [xc.] 281 They sayd it was falsely 
and felonously done. 1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII, c. 5 lf any 
euyl disposed person..do attempt felonouslye to robbe. .any 


person. 
Felonry (felgnri). [f. Frnon + -ry.] The 
Originally applied 


whole body or class of felons. 
to the convict population of Australia. 

1837 J. Mupie /elonry N.S. Wales Introd. 6 The author 
has ventured to coin the word /e/oxvy as the appellative of 
an order or class of persons in New South Wales. 1850 
Car Ly_e Latter-d. Pamph. ii, 23 Interesting White Felonry 
whoare not idle, but have enlisted into the Devil’s regiments 
of the line. 1858 T. McCompie Hzst. Victoria xv. 224 
‘The inundation of the Australian colonies with British 
felonry. : 

Felony (fe'lgni), 50.1 Forms: 3 feluni(e, 
felonnie, (felun(n)e, -i, 4 felunnye), 3-5 felon- 
ny(e, 3-7 feloni(e, -ye, 4 felone, -ounie, -y, 
-owny, 6-7 fellony, 3- felony. [ad. Fr. felonze 
=Pr. fellonia, felnia, feunia, Sp. felonia, It. fel- 
lonta:—Com. Romanic *fel/oni'a, f. fellone FELON ; 
see -Y.] 

+1. Villany, wickedness, baseness. Ods. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 31/75 Ake 3ut for al is felonie, ne 
bi-lefde ore louerd nou3t Pat [etc.]. ¢1320 Senyn Sag. (W.) 
1003 With gret felonie and with wouhgh. 1393 GowER 
Conf. II. 317, I shall. .tellen hem thy felonie. c1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon xxiii. 496 He hathe well shewed atte this 
tyme a grete parte of his grete felony. . 

+b. Anger, wrath. Obs. After OF, in which 
it is very common, 

c12z90 S. Lng. Leg. I. 62/299 For ore louerd euenede him- 
sulf toatomb.. And for it is with-oute felonie, and milde 
ase ihesu crist, 1375 Barsour Grace i. 440 Fra his presence 
went in hy, For he dred sayr his felouny. 1485 Caxton 
Paris & V. (1868) 38 Sodeynly the doulphyn was moeued 
in grete felonnye. 1513 DouGLAs 4/ne?s x. viii. 100 ‘Turnus 
smyttin full of fellony. 1523 Lp. Berners /’voiss. I. cccxxvi. 
5to So moche rose the felony of the romayns y* suche as were 
next to y® conclaue..brake vp the dore of the conclaue. 

+e. Daring, recklessness. Ods. 

1485 Caxton Chas, Gt, 109 The admyrall bygan to lawhe 
for felonnye. 

+2. Guile, deceit, treachery, perfidy. Ods. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 1446 He bibo3te him of felonie. 
¢ 1325 Coer de L, 4047 The Sarezynes, for felounie, Soone 
senten out a spie, ‘hat hadde be Crystene in hys youthe, 
c 1400 Bery2 1169 She hid so hir felony, & spak so in covert, 
€1477 Caxton Fason 78 He ansuerde to him with a mouthe 
ful of felonnye that [etc.]. a@1533 Lp. Berners Hon ii. 4 
Whan by hys felony he slew Baudouyn, 

+3. A crime, misdeed, sin. Oés. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 16852 (Gott.) Ioseph .. of arimathie, Ne 
grantted neuer wid will ne werk, to baire gret felune. 13.. 
L.E. Altit. P. B. 205 Pe fyrste felonye pe falce fende wro3t. 
c1400 Prymer 63 Schewe to me my felonyes & trespassis ! 
1523 Lp. Berners /’rozss. I. vii. 5 She.. lamentably re- 
conned to hym all the felonyes and iniuries done to 
ner, 


FELONY. 


4, Law. a. (Feudal Law.) An act on the part 
of a vassal which involved the forfeiture of his fee. 

[zz92 Britton 1, vi. § 3 Volums, que lour terres alienez puis 
lour felonies fetes soint eschetes as seignurages des feez.] 
c1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 207 Somond haf bei Jon, to 
Philip courte him dede, ‘To tak his Jugement of pat felonie 
[MS. /elonse; rime-word Bretaynie]. 1480 Caxton Cron. 
Eng. cxciii. 169 Or els the man .. shold be falsely endyted 
of forest or of felonye. 1846 McCuttocn Ace. Brit. Empire 
(1854) II. 471 The term felony. .seems..to have originally 
signified the act or offence by which an estate or fief was 
forfeited and escheated to the lord. 

b. (Common and Statute Law.) The general 
name for a class of crimes which may loosely be 
said to be regarded by the law as of a graver 
character than those called misdemeanours. 

The class comprises those offences the penalty of which 
formerly included forfeiture of lands and goods, and corrup- 
tion of blood, together with others that have been added to 
the list by statute. (But see quot. 1883.) Properly includ- 
ing reason, but often used in opposition to it. 

[zz92 Britton 1. ii. § 10 Si la felonie eyt esté fete hors de 
mesoun.] 1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 1310 Sle no man 
wyp byn honde Wyp outyn iustyce, for felonye. 1472 in 
Surtees Misc. (1890) 24 ‘Thomas Dransfeld is a theef and has 
knowelach felony. 1531 Dial. on Laws Eng. 1. viii. (1638) 
18 If a man steal goods to the value of twelve pence or 
above, it is felony. 1553 T. Witson Rhet. 64 b, I have 
accused this man of felonie because he tooke my pursse by 
the high waie side. 1621 Exsinc Debates Ho. Lords 
(Camden) 113 Wemen convicted of small felonyes. @ 1633 
Austin Medit. (1635) 19t His [St. John Baptist’s] Imprison- 
ment .. was neither for Felony, nor Treason, but for being 
witnesse to the Truth. 1727 De For Syst. Magic 1. iil. 
(x840) 84 He committed a felony even with his fetters on. 
1769 BLACKSTONE Comm. 1V. 94 Felony .. comprizes every 
species of crime, which occasioned at common law the 
forfeiture of lands or goods. 1773 Brypone Sicily vi. (1809) 
67 Happy it is that poetical theft is no felony. 1774 GoLpsM. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) V. 118 It was made felony in the reign of 
Edward the Third to steal a hawk. 1838 Dickens Wich. 
Nick, i, All means short of felony. 1856 Emerson £7. 
Traits, Wealth Wks. (Bohn) II. 73 The rights of property 
nothing but felony and treason can override. 1883 J. F. 
STEPHEN Hist. Criminal Law 11. 192 It is usually said that 
felony means a crime which involved the punishment of for- 
feiture, but this definition would be too large, for it would 
include misprision of treason, which is a misdemeanour. 

transf, 1831 Brewster Newton (1855) II. xv. 43 Such 
intellectual felony. 1859 Smites Se/f//edp x. (1860) 22 The 
acquisition of knowledge may protect a man against the 
meaner felonies of life. 

e. Lelony-de-se: an action or instance in which 
a person is ‘ felo-de-se’. Cf. FELO-DE-SE 2. 

1822 Byron Vis. Fudg. xciv, Quite a poetic felony ‘de se.’ 
1835 Hoon Dead Robbery i, P’rhaps, of all the felonies de 
se.. Two-thirds have been through want of Z. s. d.! 

+Felony2. Obs. rare—'. [a.F. felonze (16thc.), 
f. felon of same meaning (see Cotgr.).] Cholera. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens u. \xxiv. 246 ‘The cholerique passion 
otherwise called the felonie [F'r. Za colerique passion aultre- 
ment dicte felonie), that is, when one doth vomit continually. 

+Felony, v. Obs. rare—'. [f. Fenony 56.1] 
trans. ? To perpetrate feloniously. 

rso2z Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) tv. xxi. 250 All 
domages and oppressyons the whiche by defaute of correc- 

Also 4 feylour, foler. 


cyon ben felonyed. 

+ Feloure. Ods. [a. 
‘OF, fuetlleure, -wre, f. fueil \eaf.] Foliage. 

13.. &. £, Allit. P. B. 1410 Foles in foler flakerande 
bitwene. a@1400-s0 Alexander 4821 Cald was pe maste, 
Quare-of be feloure & be frute as fygis it sawourd. Jéid. 
5004 Pe lind of pe li3t son louely clethid, With feylour as of 
fine gold. 

Felsen, var. of FILsEn v. Ods. 

Felsite (fe'lsoit) Min. [f. fels (in felspar 
FELDSPAR) + -ITE. 

The name was given by Kirwan himself (not by Widenmann 
as his language might seem to imply), and its form is due to 
his erroneous explanation of feddspath (see FELpspar).] 

= FELSTONE. 

1794 Kirwan JZix, I. 326 Felsite, or compact Felspar of 
Widenmann. 1804 Zdin. Rev. 111. 320 Kirwan..has called 
a substance in question Felsite, and not compact fieldstone. 
1868 Dana Jin. § 315 (1880) 352 Felsite .. constitutes the 
base of albite porphyry. 1882 W. J. Harrison in Axow- 
ledge 6 Oct. 305 A cream-coloured felsite. 

attrib., as in felstte porphyry (see quot.). 

1877 Le Contr Zlenz. Geol. 1. (1879) 206 Felsite porphyry 
-. consists of a grayish or reddish feldspathic mass, con- 
taining large crystals of lighter colored and purer feldspar. 

Hence Felsi'tic a@., consisting of or containing 


felsite or felstone. 

1879 Pror. Hucues in Q. ¥rnl. Geol. Soc. XX XV. 682 
The Felsitic series, consisting chiefly of quartz felsites and 
probably also of volcanic origin. 1880 Ruprer in Eucycl. 
Brit. (ed. 9) XI. 49 Crystals of orthoclase disseminated 
through a felsitic matrix. In these veins the granite is apt 
to. .become either fine-grained or felsitic. roe 

Felsoba‘nyite. J. [f. (by Haidinger 1852) 
Felsohany-a in Hungary, near which it is found + 
-1tz.] An orthorhombic sulphate of aluminium 
found in white or yellowish concretions. Also 
called Gzbbsite. 

1856 C. U. Sueparp Mix. 399 Felsobanyte, In six-sided 
folia, with two angles of 112°. 1863-72 Watts Dict. Chen. 
II. 838 Gibbsite .. Native trihydrate of aluminium, called 
also Felsobanyite. 1868 Dana Jin. § 695 (1880) 662. 

Felspar, Felspath-: see Frips-. 

Felstone (felston). AZ. [ad. Ger. felsstecn, 
f. fels rock + stetw stone. By early German 
mineralogists used vaguely for amorphous rocks ; | 
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association with Frnsirg has given it a more 
restricted meaning.] (See quot. 1865.) 

1858 Geixie Hist. Boulder xii. 240 ‘Traps .. consisting .. 
of felspar, whence they are known as felstones. 1865 PAGE 
Handbk. Geol. Terms (ed. 2), Felstone, the term now gener- 
ally employed by geologists to designate compact felspar 
which occurs in amorphous rock-masses .. The term Felsite 
was at one time employed for the same purpose, but is now 
all but obsolete. 1875 Croti Climate § 7. xxvii. 440 The 
top of the hill is composed of a compact porphyritic felstone. 

attrib. 1882 J. Harpy in Proc, Berw. Nat. Club 1X. 466 
A very perfect felstone celt. 

Felt (felt), sd.! Also 4 feltte, 5 feelte, 6 (fealt,) 
felte, fylt. [OE. /e/é=MDu. and Du. w/t, OHG. 

jilz (MHG. v2lz, mod.G. filz), Sw. and Da. fil 
:—OTeut. *felto-2-, filtiz-:—pre-Teut. *peldos-, -es-. 
Kluge compares OSlav. plist? of same meaning. 

From the WGer. *//¢iv:—OTeut. */2/7z comes the med.L. 
Jiltrune FILTER.) 

1. A kind of cloth or stuff made of wool, or of 
wool and fur or hair, fulled or wrought into a 
compact substance by rolling and pressure, with 
lees or size. Also fi. 

c1ooo Aiirric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 120 Centrum, uel 
Jiltrum, felt. c1440 Promp. Parv. 54/2 Feelte or quylte, 
Jjiltrum. c1450 F. de Garlande in Wright Voc. 124 Capel- 
larii faciunt capella (hattys) de fultro (feltte), 1555 EDEN 
Decades 281 Clokes made of whyte feltes. 1613 PurcHas 
Pilgrimage Ww. xiii.(1614) 411 They have also Idolls of Felt. 
1675 Ocitsy Brit. 66 Their Trade is in making Serges and 
Felts. x180x Wotcorr (P. Pindar) Tears § Smiles Wks. 
1812 V.58 Mute Silence with her feet in felt, Did stalk from 
vale to vale. 1848 Dickens Dombey xviii, After dark there 
come some visitors, with shoes of felt. 1892 Daily News 
18 May 2/7 A fair trade is passing in. . felts. 

2. A piece of this material, something made of 
felt. In early use: A filter made of felt or 
cloth. 

1527 ANDREW Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters Ajb, The 
first without coste is done thrughe a thre cornered fylt 
named per filtri distillacionem. 1544 Puarr Regin. Lyfe 
(1553) G vija, Take a great sponge or els a felt of a hat, and 
stiepe it in wine. c15so Lioyp 77%eas. Health (1585) 1j, 
A felte of heare or cloth, 1612 Woopa.t Surg. Mate Wks, 
(1653) 253 Filtrum, a felt. This filtring with a felt, is a 
kind of preparation of medicines liquid. 1708 Morrrux 
Rabelais wv. xxxi. (1737) 128 His Throat, like a Felt to distil 
Hippocras. 1753 Hanway 7vav. (1762) I. ut. xxxiv. 155 On 
the sides of the room are felts about a yard broad. 1853 
M. Arnotp Sohrab §& Rustum 27 The old man sleeping on 
the bed Of rugs and felts, 

b. esp. A felt hat. 

c 1480 Merlin 279 And on his heede a felt. 1552 Act 5-6 
Edw. VI, c. 24 § 2 They that shall so make or work any 
such Felts or Hats. 1587 Turperv. Zfit. § Sonn. (1837) 
386 The Cassocke beares his fealt, to force away the raine. 
16ar G. SAnpys Ovid's Met. 1. (1626) 18 He wings his heeles, 
puts on his Felt, and takes His drowsie Rod. 1745 De 
fioe’s Eng. Tradesman xxvi. (1841) I. 263 The hat is a felt 
from Leicester, 1812 H. & J, Smitu Rey. Addr. Theatre 
(1852) 166 The youth with joy unfeign’d Regained the felt, 
and felt what he regained. 1892 Padd Madd G. 18 Aug. 1/2 
There is no very striking novelty in felts. 

+e. transf. A hat made of any other material. 

1610 B. Jonson Adch. 1.i, A felt of rugg. 1634 Sir T. 
Hersert 77av. (1638) 338 Others weare high caps or felts 
made of fine twigs. 

3. A thickly matted mass of hair or other fibrous 
substance ; hence, a provincial name for the creep- 
ing wheat-grass or couch-grass (77eticum repens). 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 1689 Faxe fyltered & felt flosed 
hym vmbe. 1794 Statist. Acc. Scot. XI. 374 The creeping 
wheat-grass, known by the vulgar name of felt or pirl-grass. 
1866 Grecor Dial. Banff, ‘Vhe lan’s a’ ae felt of weeds.’ 
© That steer hiz a richt felt o’ hair.’ 

A. attrib. and Comd., a. attrib. in sense ‘con- 
cerned with felt’, as fe/t-branch ; ‘suitable for 
felting ’, as fe/t-wool; ‘made of felt’, as fe/t-cap, 
-cape, -carpet, -carpeting, -cloak, -cloth, -hat, 
-mantle; also felt-like adj. b. objective, as felt- 
maker, -making, -monger, -roller, -washer, C. 
instrumental, as fe/¢-lined, -shod. 

1883 Daily News 17 Sept. 2/3 Quietness still prevails in 
the *felt branches. 1886 Suripon tr. /Vaubert’s Salamubo 
8 Little, conical-shaped, black *felt caps. 1865 KincsLEy 
Herew. ivy, They adopted plaid trousers and *felt capes. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Felt-carpet. 1881 Every Man 
his own Mechanic § 798. 366 A piece of *felt carpeting. 
1599 Haxvuyt Voy, II. 162 *Felt clokes. 1882 in Ocitvie 
(Annandale), *Fedt-cloth. 1457 in Rogers Agric. §& Prices 
ILI. 555/3, 1 *felt hat, -/ro. 1703 T. N. Czty & C. Pur- 
chaser 190, 2 pieces of an old Felt-hat. 1865 KiINGsLry 
Flerew. xiii, He had a broad felt hat and long boots. 1611 
Corer., Feustve..the thicke hairen and *felt-like stuffe vsed 
by Sadlers for stuffing. 1893 Daily News 6 Mar. 7/4 In 
*felt-lined cases. 1562 Act 5 Eliz. c. 4 § 3 Hatmakers or 
*Feltmakers. 164 Sir E. Derinc Sp. on Relig. xiv. 64 
Braziers, Feltmakers, doe climbe our .. Pulpits. 1879 C. 
Dickens Dict. Lond. 70/3 City Companies .. Feltmakers. 
1665-6 Prpys Diary (1879) III. 386 The trade of *felt- 
making. 1844 J. Rennie Bird Archit, 202 Felt-making 
Birds. 1583 Hottypanp Campo di Fior 381 Bring me my 
long *felt mantell. 1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Pastoral 
Wks. ut. 58/1 Felmongers, Leather-sellers, *Feltmongers, 
Taylors, and an infinite number of other Trades and Func- 
tions. 1874 Knicutr Dict. Mech., elt 2..appurtenances of 
the felt are known as *felt-washers, *felt-rollers, etc, 1844 
I. Witxiams Baftistery xxiii. 240 Where silence .. With 
*felt-shod footsteps softly went. 1607 TorseLt Mour-f. Beasts 
626 And the wooll thereof ..is called Feltriolana, *Felt- 
wooll. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4184/4, oa Bags of Cloth 
wash’d and unwash’d Spanish Felt Wooll. 

b. Special combs., as felt-grain (see quot. 





FELTER. 


1874); +felt-lock, ?a matted forelock; felt- 
work, a structure resembling felt. 

1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 187 *Felt-grain .. is that 
Grain which is seen to run round in Rings at the end of a 
Tree. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Felt-grain..the grain of 
wood whose direction is from the pith to the bark; the 
direction of the medullary rays in oak and some other 
timber. 1631 Suirtey Mart. Souldier wv. iii. in Bullen 
O. Pl. I, 236 Her haire .. curles like a witches *feltlocks, 
1650 Butwer Anthropomet. 53 For which cause they [the 
Irish] nourish long Fealt-locks hanging down to their 
shoulders. 1844 J. RENNIE Bird Archit. 209 Several species 
of birds which construct nests of *felt-work in Southern 


Africa. 
+ Felt, 53.2 Sc. Obs. Also 


attrib. in felt-gravel. 

c1sz0o A, Mytn Vile Dunkeld. eccl. efiscop. (Bann. Clb.) 
47 Calculo (quem lie felt vulgo dicebant) depressus. @ 1605 
Montcomerie /lyting w. Polwart 313 The frencie, the 
fluxes, the fyke, and the felt. «1639 Srotriswoop Ast. 
Ch. Scot, (1655) 101 He was tormented with the Felt 


gravel, 

Felt (felt), 50.8 dial. See quots. 

1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Felt, the fieldfare. 1885 Swa1n- 
son Prov. Names Brit. Birds 2 Missel Thrush .. Big Felt 
(Ireland). 

Felt (felt), 52.4 dial. [? a confusion of FELL 5.1, 
Feu sé.!, Pevt sb.) A skin or hide. 

1708 Mortimer //xsé, (ed. 2) 179 To know whether they 
[sheep] are sound or not, see that .. the Felt [be] loose. 
1783 AinswortH Lat. Dict. (Morell) u, Eaxuviz ..(3) The 
skin, felt, or hide, of a beast, taken from the flesh. 1888 
Etwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., Felt .. raw hide; dried 
untanned skin of any animal. 


Felt (felt), af/. a. [pa. pple. of Fern v.] In 
various senses of the vb. FEEL. 

1s8r Mutcaster Positions xxx. (1887) 113 Where no 
sensible let is, no felt feeblenesse. 1640 Br. Hatt Chr. 
Moder. 23/1 Sorrow is for present and felt evils. 1833 
Cuacmers Const. Man (1835) I. i. 1o9 Armed with the felt 
authority of a master. 1850 M‘Cosu Div. Govt. 1. ii. (1874) 
41 Man is in felt contact nowhere with the Creator. 1885 
Nicotson Alem, Adam Black Pref. 5 One of the ‘felt wants’ 


of our time. 
[f. FEwr 5d.1] 


Felt (felt), v. 

1. trans. To make into felt ; to bring into a con- 
sistence like that of felt; to mat or press together. 
Also, Zo felt together. 

1513 [see Af/.a.]. 160x1 Hottanp Pliny xt. xxiii, They fal 
to beat, to felt, and thicken it close with their feet. 1609 — 
Ammu., Marcell. xvii. vii. 89 The sides thereof, hard baked or 
felted together. 1677 Hate Prim. Orig, Man. u. iv. 157 One 
Man [frinted Men] felts itintoa Hat. 1805 Luccock Nat. 
Wool 164 So little is known of the proceedings of nature in 
the operation of felting. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 153'Too 
great a velocity in these parts would be apt to knot and felt 
the wool. 186 Huwme tr. Afoguin-Tandox u. 11. 68 The 
hairs become felted together in balls. 1862 C. A. JoHNs 
Brit. Birds (1874) 73 A compact nest of moss, felted so as 
to be impervious to water. 1874 Cooke /ungi75 The fertile 
threads are either free or only slightly felted. 1879 Cassedl's 
Techn. Educ. \V. 342/1 Vhe cloth is felted, that is, the 
fibres of the wool. .interlock or hook into each other, 


b. To make of felt. 

1325, 1513, 1854 [see AP/. a.]. : 

2. intr. for ref. To form into felt-like masses, 
to become matted together. 

179t Hamitton Berthollet’s Dyeing 1. 1. u. i. 129 The 
disposition to felting which the hair of animals generally 
possesses. 1805 Luccock Wat. Wool 135 The tendency of 
the coat to felt upon the back of the sheep is a very curious 
property of wool. 1879 Excycl. Brit. (ed. 9) 1X. 68/2 Un- 
washed wool, being coated with the natural grease does not 
felt. 188x Mivart Caé 23 True hair..has not the property 
of ‘felting ', because its surface is smooth. 

3. trans. To cover with felt. 

1883 Daily News 17 Sept. 3/2 The roof of one of the huts 
has just been newly felted. Zod. The cylinder of that 
steam-engine should be felted. 

Hence Felted fA/. a. 

¢1328 Poem Times Edw. II 145 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
330 Hi weren sockes in here shon, and felted Sotes above. 
1513 DouGias Afneis vi. vy. rr Lyart feltat tatis. 1603 
Hotranp Plutarch's Mor., Opin. of Phil. xxv. 824 The 
Moone is a thicke, compact, and felted cloud. 1831 Car- 
LYLE Sart. Res. (1858) 35 Thy impenetrable, felted or woven, 
case of wool. 1847 Anstep Axc. World xiii. 319 A curly 
felted mane at the fore part of the body. 1854 Marion 
Harvanp Alone xxv, A pair of felted slippers. 1878 Huxtey 
Physiogr. 233 Muddy matter. .helps to consolidate the felted 
mass. 

Felt(e, obs. form of FIELD. 

+Fe'lter, 5d.) Obs. rare. [f. FELTER v.] 

1. Felting or tangle ; = FELTERING v6/. sd. 

1615 Markuam Eng. Housew. u. v. (1668) 125 If you find 
any hard knot or other felter in the Wooll. 

2. A kind of worm or maggot found in the skins 
of cattle. More fully feer-worm. [Perh. a dis- 


tinct word.] 

1617 MARKHAM Cava, vil. 85 To kill the Warble or Felter, 
bathe your horse .. with burnt Sacke and vinegar mixt to- 
gether. 1639 T. pe Gray Compl. Horsem. 38 This is most 
profitable for. .the felter-worme. 

Felter (feltor), 5.2 [f Ferr v.+-2r}.] 

1. One who makes or works with felt. 

1605 SytvestER Dz Bartas, Colonies 677 (Grosart) I. 151 
Brewers, Bakers, Cutlers, Felters. 1720 Stow's Surv. (ed. 
Strype 1754) II. v. xv. 326/x Those Spanish wools for Felters 
were not Fleece wools. 

2. A bird which makes a felt-like nest. 

1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl, X. 496 The subjects of his treat- 
ment include. . weavers, tailors, felters, 


x= CALCULUS I. 


FELTER. 


+ Felter (feltez), v. Obs. exc. dial, Also 4 
fylter, 5 filter, 6 feltir, 8 falter; and see FrewrrEr. 
[ad. OF. feltrer, f. feltre felt=It. feltro :—med.L, 
filtrum: see FruteR sb. Cf. It. feltrare.] 

1. ¢rans. To tangle (hair, etc.) ; to mat together. 
Also, to felter together. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 1689 Faxe fyltered. ?a@1400 
Morte Arth. 1078 His fax and foretoppe Was filterede 
to-geders, c1460 Towwneley Myst. 85 With a hede lyke a 
clowde felterd his here. 1549 Compl, Scot. vii. 68 Hyr 
hayr..vas feltrit & trachlit out of ordour. 1598 Torre Alba 
(1880) 4o Phoebus no more doth combe his tresses faire, But 
careles lets them feltred hang in th’ aire. 1615 MarKHAM 
Eng. Housew. i. v. (1668) 123 So divide the wooll, as not 
any part thereof may be feltred or close together. 1641 
Best arm. Bhs. (Surtees) 57 They [pea-roots] pull the best 
when they are the most feltered togeather. 1876 Af/d- 
Yorks. Gloss., Felter, to clot. 

+b. zztr. To make a felted or matted surface. 

1621 Marxuam Prev, Hunger (1655) 158 Bird-lyme..doth 
so stick and felter vpon the same [feathers], that it is almost 
in no wise to be taken away. 

2. trans. To entangle or catch as in a net. 
Of a garment: To cling about, encumber. Cf. 
FALTER v.2 

1567 Sat. Poems Reform. iv. 129 Quhair Venus anis gettis 
.. Sic sylit subiectis felterit in hir snair, Wisdome is exilit. 
1596 Datrynmrce tr. Leséie's Hist. Scot. (1888) I. ro9 Quhen 
now in wardlie effairis thay war sa feltired. 1597 James I 
Demionol, 11. Wks. (1616) 129 That hee may thereby have 
them feltred the sikerer in his snares. 1768 Ross Helevore 
1. 57 An’ Lindy’s coat ay feltring her aboon. 1876 Whitby 
Gloss., Felter'd, entangled; stunned or confused. 

+3. intr. a. To be huddled together. b. To 
mingle in carnal intercourse. ¢. To join in strife; 
also, to felter together. 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 224 Fylter fenden folk forty dayez 


lenche. Jé7d. B. 696, & fylter folyly in fere, on femmalez 
wyse. Jdid. B. 1191 Pay fe3t & pay fende of, & fylter 
togeder. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 986, I schal fonde, bi my 


fayth, to fylter wyth be best. 

+4. trans. =FILTER v. Obs. 

1563 Hytt Art Garden, (1593) 152 They may so drop 
continually water on them in the forme of feltring. 1610 
B. Jonson A/ch. 11. iii, Let the water in Glasse E be feltred. 

Hence Fe 'ltering vd/. sd., the action of the vb. 
Fetter, In quot. cocr. a matted lock. 

1615 Markxuam Zug, Housew. 11. v. (1668) 123 She shall 
cut away all the course locks, pitch, brands, tard locks, and 
other felterings, 

Obs. 


+ Feltered, Z7/. a. 

1. In various senses of the vb. 

2a1400 Morte Arth.2149 Ffacez fetteled unfaire in filterede 
lakes. 1567 Turberv. Ovid's Epist. 16 b, Heavy helmet on 
thy head and feltred lockes to beare. 1581 Mutcaster 
Positions xxxix. (1887) 211 [Her hair is] a feltryd borough 
for white footed beastes. 1600 FairFAx Zasso Iv. vii. 56 
His feltred lockes. 1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Falter'd, 
revelled, dishevelled. 

2. Having matted hair or wool. 

c1460 Emare 540 A fowll feltred fende. 1598 CHArMAN 
Iliad 1. 219 Like a well-grown bell-wether, or feltred ram. 

b. Filthy-feltered ; matted o1 clogged with filth. 

1581 Nuce Sexeca’s Octavia 1. iv, Griesly Plutos filthie 
feltred denne. 

Felteric (feltrik). Also 7-9 feltric(k, A/. 
feltrics. A disorder of horses (see quot. 1876). 

1639 ‘I’. pe Gray Compl. Horsem. 38 Swelling under the 
belly, which is a disease called the feltrick. 1798 R. PArkin- 
son Exper. Farmer I. 279 Some get what is called the 
felteric. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Feltrics, knotty enlargements 
beneath the hair and skin of horses. 

Felting (feltin), v/. sd. [f. Furr v.4+-1ne1.] 

1. The action or process of making felt. 

1686 Pror Staffordsh. 109 Beside Wool, for., Felting. 
1806 W. Taytor in Avm. Rev. 1V. 772 Felting is a much 
simpler process than weaving. 1844 J. Renniz Bird Archit. 
207 The goldfinch is more neat in the execution of its felting 
than the chaffinch. 1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comnz. 261 
Felting is a process by which the different kinds of hair and 
wool are interlaced or intertwined. 

2. concr. Felted cloth. 

1849 /Vlorist 32 A paper-manufacturer presented us with 
some felting. 1891 Pad/ Mall G. 22 Oct. 2/2 Protected from 
the intense cold.. by double windows and felting, 

3. attrib. 

1805 Luccock Wat. Wool 34 Such a valuable property in 
wool as the felting quality. 1842 Pricnarp Nat, Hist. 
Max 101 The felting quality of wool is owing to the rough 
nature of the surface of its filaments. 1859 Sava Gas-light 
§ D. 98 A felting comb with all the back teeth knocked 
out. 


-Feltness (feltnés).  [f. Frur f4/. a. + -NEss.] 
The quality or state of being felt. 

1891 E. Betrort Bax Oxtlooks from New Standp. iii. 185 
Its whatness, its quality, is but the ‘feltness’ of the second 
moment of the synthesis. 

+Feltrike. Ods—° [Of obscure formation ; 
prob, a corruption of the L. name fel terre ‘ gall 
of the earth’, given to the plant on account of its 
bitterness and perhaps also its yellow colour.] = 


Larth-gall; prob. the Yellow Centaury (Chlora 
perfoliata). 

The name earth-gall appears to have been sometimes ap- 
plied also to the Lesser Centaury (Erythreva Centaureum), 
and perhaps to other gentianaceous plants. 

[ce 1000 Sax. Leechd. Il. 126 Wip aslezgenum lice, brom; 
feltere ; zearwe ; hofe.] c1440 Promp. Parv. 154/2 Feltryke, 
herbe, jistra, fel terre, centaurea. 1830 Patscr. 2190/2 
Feltryke an herbe. 


[f. prec. +-ED 1] 
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Feltwort (feltwzit), Bot, [OE. feliwyrt, f. 
Feit sd.+ wyrt, Woxt.] A name given to the 
Mullein (Verbascum Thapsus). 

c 1000 Sax. Leechd. 1. 174 Deos wyrt be man uerbascum, 
& odrum naman feltwyrt nemned. 14.. Lat.-Eng Voc. in 
Wr.-Wiilcker 564 Amszodoma, feltwort. 1878-86 BritreN 
& Howirann Plant-n., Feltwort. 

Felty (felti), a. [f. Feur sd.+-y1.] Somewhat 
resembling felt, felt-like. Also in comb. /é/ty- 
looking adj. 

1846 C. Spence in Harp of Perthshire (1893) 130 High on 
thy crest The wagtail builds her felty nest. 1847-9 ‘Copp 
Cycl, Anat. IV. 84/1 A felty-looking mass. 1885 H. O. 
Forses Nat. Wand. E. Archipf. 94 Its perianth densely 
covered with a felty mass of white wool. 

Feltyfare, -flier, dial. forms of FIELDFARE. 

1839 Maccituivray Azst. Brit. Birds Il. 105 Turdus 
pilaris, the chestnut-backed Thrush, or Fieldfare .. Felty- 
fare, Feldyfar, Feltyflier, Grey Thrush, 

Felucca (felxka). Forms: 7 fal-, feluke, 
-uque, feleuccea, filucca, 7-8 falucca, (7 falluca, 
-ocque), 7 phalucco, 8 felouca, 8-9 -uca, g fe- 
louk, -ucco, 7—- felucca. [a. It. felu(c)ca, Fr. 
Jelougue, Sp. faluca, Pg. falwa, mod.Arab. Sys 
faliikah, also 3,3 fulaikah. 

Devic considers it to be of Arabic formation, cognate with 
Arab. @\\3 fulk ship, f. root ls _falaka to be round, 

A small vessel propelled by oars or lateen sails, 
or both, used, chiefly in the Mediterranean, for 
coasting voyages. 

1628 Dicpy Voy. MZedit., 1 sent out my pinnace and a 
falluca. 1655 Vheophania 2 The chief Lord of the place .. 
entred into a Fallocque that waited for him, 1662 J. Bar- 
GRAVE Pope Alex. VII (1867) 38 Brancaccio. .fled ina felucca 
[a boat about as big as a Gravesend barge, J. B.] towards 
Rome. 1728 Morcan Algiers II. iv. 279 The Felucca .. 
landed them privately at Cape Zafran. 1769 FALCONER 
Dict. Marine (1789) F ivb, A felucca is a strong passage- 
boat used in the Mediterranean, with from ten to sixteen 
banks of oars. 1799 Netson Led/z. (1814) II. 194, I have 
been with Acton to get a felucca, to send Ball’s dispatch to 


you, 1879 Lapy Brassey Swash. 6 Stormt (1880) 19 Some 
officers had started at night in a felucca. 


Hence Felu‘cea v., to put on board a felucca. 

1728 De For Mem. Capt. G. Carleton (1841) 30 He again 
felucca’d himself, and they saw him no more till [ete.]. 

Felwet, obs. form of VELVET. 

Felwort (felwzrt), [OE. feldwyrt, f. feld 
field+wyré root.] a. Gentiana lutea, and other 
species of gentian. b. Swertia perennis. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. 1, 110 Deos wyrt pe man Zentianam 
& odrum naman feld-wyrt nemneb. 1516 Grete Herball 
Ixxxvi. Lvb, De gentiane, felwort or baldymony. 1578 
Lyte Dodoens ut. xii. 332 Gentian is called .. in English 
Felworte. 1641 Frencu D7s#77/. ii. (1651) 46 Take of .. the 
leaves of Fel-wort. 1756 Watson in PAzl. Trans. XLIX. 
820 Dwarf Autumnal Gentian, or Fellwort. 1878-86 Brirren 
& Horranp Plant-n., Felwort, Gentiana Amarella ..and 
other species of gentian. 

b. 18201. Green Univ. Herb, 11. 640 Swertia Perenntis, 
Marsh Swertia or Felwort. 

Female (f*mél), a and sd. Forms: 4-6 
femelle, (4 femmale, -el), 5-6 femelle, (6 
faemale), 5-7 femal(I(e, Sc. famell, (7 foemal), 
4-female. [ME. femelle (14th c.), a. OF . femelle 
sb. fem. (= Pr. femela) :—L. femella, dim. of femina 
woman, 

In class. L. femella occurs only with the sense ‘little 
woman’; but in popular Lat. it appears to have been used, 
like the equivalent mod.Ger. vecbchen, to denote the female 
of any of the lower animals, and hence as a designation of 
the sex in general 3 cf. mascudlus, lit. ‘little man’, but used 
already in class, Lat. both as sb. and adj.=‘male’. The 
Fr. word has always been chiefly a sb. (though a few instances 
occur of OF. and Pr. feme/, med. L. femedlus adj.); but from 
the earliest times it was often used in apposition with an 
epicene sb,, thus becoming a quasi-adj., and in modern Fr, 
it is to some extent used as a genuine adj, (the form femelle 
serving for both grammatical genders). In Eng., on the 
other hand, the adjectival use is by far the more prominent : 
the feeling of the mod, lang. apprehends the sb. as an 
absolute use of the adj. In 14thc. the ending was confused 
with the adjectival suffix -e/, -aZ; the present form /evzale 
arises from association with zzade, with which it rimes in 
Barbour ¢ 1375.] 


A. adj. P 
I. Belonging to the sex which bears offspring. 
1. a. of human beings. In Zaw: Heir, line 
Jemale. Also predicatiyely. 

1382 Wycuir Ge. i. 27 God made of nou3t man to the 
ymage and his lickenes .. maal and femaal he made hem of 
nou3t. 14.. Black Bk. of Admiralty Il. 121 Heyres 
female. c14z25 Wyntoun Crov. iv. xix. 34 He sulde be 
Kyng of all be hale Dat cummyn was be Lyne female. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 154/2 Femelle, feminius. 1594 Barn- 
FIELD Compl. Chastitie iv, Euerie faemale creature. 1609 
SxenE Meg. Maj. 59 Lands halden be frie Soccage, quhen 
heires male and famell baith persews. 1634 Sir 'T. Herbert 
Trav. 115 Twelue female beauties. 1671 Mitton Samson 
711 Who is this, what thing of Sea or Land? Femal of sex 
it seems. 1818 Cruise Digest(ed. 2) 1V. 394 The word issue 
equally comprehends male and female children. 1828 Scorr 
FF’, M, Perth xxx, His female vassals. 1841 Lane Arad, Vis. 
i. xote, White female slaves are kept by many men. 

b. of animals; often =she-. 

1388 Wycur /Zos. xiii. 8 As a femal bere, whanne the 
whelps ben rauyschid. @1400 Octoniax 310 A female ape. 
1486 Bk, St. Albans E iija, Other while he is male .. And 
other while female and kyndelis bykynde. a@ 1500 Colkelbie 











FEMALE. 


Sow 850 Twenty four chikkynis of thame scho hes, Twelf 
maill and twell famell be croniculis cleir. 1552 Hvuxoert, 
Female dragon, dvacena. 1667 Mitton P. L. vit. 490 The 
Femal Bee, that feeds her Husband Drone. 1774 Goipsm. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 298 He enclosed a female scorpion. . 
in a glass vessel. 1870 PENNELL Afod. Pract. Angler 148 
A female Salmon. 

absol. c132z0 Senyn Sag. (W.) 3716 Ye se.. How a rauen 
sittes and cries allane .. It es the femal of the thre. 1393 
Gower Conf, II. 45 She sigh the bestes in her kinde..The 
male go with the femele. 1861 Cuattu Eguat. Afr. xx. 
(ed. 2) 355 In both male and female the hair is found worn 
off the back. . 

2. transf. of plants, trees: a. When the sex is 
attributed only from some accident of habit, colour, 
etc. ; sometimes after L. femzna. 

1848 Turner Names of Herbes (1881) 12 The male [pym- 
pernel] hath a crimsin floure, and the female hath a blewe 
floure. 1551 — Herbal 1. (1568) Ciij b, Pympernell is of .ij. 
kyndes: it that hath the blewe floure, is called the female, 
1577 B. Goocre Heresbach's Hush. 1. (1586) 102b, The 
female Elmes .. have no seede. 1578 Lyte Dodoens u1. Ix. 
400 Two kindes of Fernes..the male and female. did. v1. 
li. 726 The wilde Cornell tree, is called .. in Latin, Coruus 
Jemina: in Englishe, the female Cornel tree. 1590 SHAKS, 
Mids. N. w. i. 48 The female Iuy so Enrings the barky 
fingers of the Elme. 1726 Leoni A lberti’s Archit. I. 27a, 
The female Larch Tree. .is almost of the Colour of Honey. 
1788 Russett in Phil. Trans. LX XX. 275 The Female 
Bamboo. .is distinguished by the largeness of its cavity from 
the male. 1846 Eviis Zein ALarb. I. 105 The female myrtle. 
1870 Kincstey in Gd. Words 210/1 A male and female papaw, 
their stems some fifteen feet high. 1878-86 Britten & 
Hottanp Plant-n. 178 Female Hems. ‘Wild hemp.’ 1879 
Prior Plant-n. 78 Female-fern, of old writers, not the species 
now called Lady-fern, but the brake. 

b. esp. in Female hemp = fimble-hemp: see 
FIMBLE sé. 
1523, 1877 [see CarRL HEMP 1]. 1577 [see CARL HEMP 2] 
ce. Of the parts of a plant: Fruit-bearing ; re- 
sulting in a new individual. 

1791 Gentl. Mag. 2/2 The ear. .is the female part [of maize]. 
1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 118 The 
stamen..is called .. the wzale part; the pistil, being the 
recipient, is called the /ewzale. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 897 
The female cell or oosphere. . 

d. Ofa blossom or flower: Having a pistil and 
no stamens ; pistillate; fruit-bearing. 

1796 WitHerinG L7it. Plants (ed. 3) 1. 188 In the Ribes 
alpinum, the male and female flowers are sometimes found 
on different plants. 1880 Gray S7¢vuct. Bot. vi. § 3. 191 
Flowers are .. Female, when the pistils are present and the 
stamens absent. 1882 Zhe Garden 11 Mar. 169/3 Little 
red-tipped female blossoms give promise of a good crop. 

II. Of or pertaining to those of this sex. 

3. Composed or consisting of women, or of 
female animals or plants. 

1552 Hutoerr, Female, of the feminine sorte. . 1631 Wip- 
powEs Wat. Philos. (ed. 2) 49 There be sexes of hearbes .. 
namely, the Male or Female. 1659 Hammonp Ox /’s. Ixviii. 
zz Annot. 333 All the femal quire .. solemnly came out. 
1667 Mitton P. LZ. x1. 610 That fair femal ‘Troop .. that 
seemd Of Goddesses. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. Vv. 795 
Heifars from his Female Store he took. ryro-11 Szw7/t's 
Lett. (1767) III. 111 They keepas good female company as 
Idowmale. 1772 Anz. Reg. 261 An use of the term female 
sex. .not altogether justified by usage. 

4, Of or pertaining to a woman or women. 

1635 A. Srarrorp (¢z¢/e), The Femall Glory: or, the Life 
.. of our blessed Lady. 1700 DrypEN Ovid’s Metam. xii. 
809 By a Female Hand. .He was to die. 1712-4 Pore Rape 
Lock 1.83 There she collects the force of female lungs. 
1779-81 Jounson L. P., Pope Wks. IV. 123 ‘The whole detail 
ofafemale-day. 1812 Byron Cf. //av.1. Ixvili, Nor shrinks 
the female eye. 1823 F. Crissotp Ascent of Mont Blanc 
22 note, Female intrepidity may finally surmount danger. 
1868 Cracrort £ss. II. 277 All this comes of a female instead 
of a masculine education. i 

b. Engaged in or exercised by women. 

az690 Rusuw. Hist, Coll. (1721) V. 358 Serjeant Francis, 
and one Mr, Pulford were committed for encouraging this 
Female Riot. 1762 J. Brown Poetry § JTus. x. (1763) 180 
Miriam. .led the female Dance and Choir. 1776 Gipson 
Decl. & F. 1.153 A female reign would have appeared an 
inexpiable prodigy. 1884 Chr. World 19 June 453/1 Female 
suffrage was..contrary to the manifest order of nature. 

5. Peculiar to or characteristic of womankind. 

x632 Litucow 7vav. 1. 83, 1.. clothed him in a female 
habite. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1x. 999 Fondly overcome with 
Femal charm. 1717 Lavy M. W. Monracue Le?/t, II. xlvii. 
39 A true female spirit of contradiction. 1732 ARBUTHNOT 
Rules of Diet 258 Chesnuts are good in Female Weaknesses. 
1858 THackeray WVevwcones II. 210 ‘ My-dearesting’ each 
other with .. female fervour, 1863 Sat. Rev. 385 These 
letters..Johnsonian in aim, and intensely female—we do 
not mean feminine—in style. 

+6. Womanish ; effeminate; weakly. Ods. 

1593 SuHaks. Rich. //, ut. ii. 114 Boyes. .clap their female 
ioints In stiffe vnwieldie Armes. 1594 Martowr & Nasure 
Dido w. iii, I may not dure this female drudgery. 1632 
Litucow 7rav. 1. 65, I have heard them often demaund 
the English..what they did with such Leprous. stuffe 
[Zante currents].. A question .. worthy of such a female 
Traffike. 1676 DrypEN A wreng-Zebe 1. Wks. (1883) V. 263, 
I smile at what your female fear foresees. 1725 Pore Odyss. 
1. 469 Your female discord end, Ye deedless boasters! 1771 
Gotpsm. Hist. Eng. 11. 227 Vhe king remained in his tent, 
awaiting the issue of the combat.with female doubts and 
apprehensions. ; 

III. Applied to various material and immaterial 
things, denoting simplicity, inferiority, weakness 
or the like. 

+7. a. Simple; plain, undisguised. b. Inferior. 

1601 B. Jonson Poetaster v. i, To tell you the femall truth 
(which is the simple truth) ladies, 1649 Burne Zug. Liprov. 


FEMALE. 


Inipr. (1653) 48 Where there can be a Male-Improvement 
offer not to the Common-Wealth a Female. 

8. Said of the inner layer of hor on a horse’s 
foot, or of bark on a tree. 

1639 T. pe Gray Compl. Horsem. 72 If the foot be bruised 
with the shoo, or that the femall horn be hurt. 1884 Bower 
& Scotr De Bary’s Phaner. 557 The..superficially-formed 
layer (called the male) is removed from the stem ..a new 
periderm appears .. This periderm grows quicker than the 
ao male cork, and is used technically as ‘female 
cork’. 

9. Said of precious stones, on account of paleness 
or other accident of colour. Cf. 2 a. 

¢1400 Maunpev. (1839) xiv. 158 Thei [the dyamandes] 
growen to gedre, male and femele. 1601 HoLttaAnp Pliny 
XXXVI. xvi. 587 That [loadstone] of Troas is blacke, and of 
the female sex, in which regard it is not of that vertue that 
others be. /d¢d, xxxvut. vil. 617 The female Sandastres.. 
carrie not such an ardent shew of fire. 1865 EmMANuEL 
Diamonds 112 The ancients called sapphires male and 
female .. the pale blue, approaching the white, [was] the 
female, 

+10. Female rime:=feminine rime; see FEMININE, 

1s81 SipNey Aol. Poetrie (Arb.) 71 Ryme..in the last 
silable, by the French named the Masculine ryme .. in the 
next to the last, which the French call the Female. 1666 
Dryven Aun. Mirab, To Sir R. Howard, The Female 
Rhymes..are still in use amongst other nations, 1685 
— Albion §& Albanus Pref. Wks. (1883) VII. 234 Our 
scarcity of female rhymes. 

IV. 11. A distinctive term for that part of an 
instrument or contrivance which is adapted to re- 
ceive the corresponding or male part. 

@ 1856 H. Mitter Pager in O. R. Sandst. (1874) 342 The 
male half of the hinge belongs to the head, and the female 
half to the jaw. 1889 Wayne's Med. Voc., Female .. the 
part of a double-limbed instrument which receives the male 
or corresponding part. 

b. (See quot.) 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury mi. xii. 433/t There is no differ- 
ence between the male and female ‘lrepan, but for the Pin 
in the middle which the female wants. 

ec. ‘ Female gauge, an internal or bored gauge’ 
(Lockwood 1888); ‘/emale joint, the socket or 
faucet-piece of a spigot-and-faucet joint ’ (Ogilv.) ; 
Female screw, socket, a circular hole or socket 
having a spiral thread adapted to receive the thread 
of the male screw. 

1669 BoyLe Contn. New Exp. 1. (1682) 11 A Female 
Screw, to receive the Male-screw of the Stop-cock. 1703 
Moxon JMech. Exerc. 106 Two Male Screws fitted into 
two Female Screws. 1839 G. Birp Wat. Philos. 7a The 
female screw .. must be of such a size as to admit the pro- 
jecting thread of the..male screw. 1870 Hug. JTech, 18% 
Mar. 653/1 A screw working in a female socket. 

B. sb. 

1. A female animal: a. of lower animals. 
in hts female: his mate. 

1377 Lanci. P. P2. B. x1. 331 In euenynges also 3e[de] 
males fro femeles. 1481 Caxton JZyrr. 1. xiv. 97 Byrdes 
that ben femalles may not abyde there. 1553 EpEN 77eat?. 
Newe Ind. (Arb.) 15 The females [elephants] are of greater 
fiercenesse then the males. 1585 J. B. tr. Viret's Sch. 
Beastes Div, This bird [Halcion] loveth singularly his 
femal. 1697 Drypren Virg. Georg. 11. 416 ‘The Wars the 
spotted Linx’s make With their fierce Rivals, for the 
Female’s sake, 1769 J. Watus Vat. Hist. Northumbd, 1. 
xii. 4ro A female, witha calf at her foot, is not to be ap- 
proached without danger. 1847 Marryar Childr. N. Forest 
iv, The stag..was.. acting as a sentinel for the females. 
1881 Lussock Axts, Bees & Wasps 8 The abdomen of the 
females sometimes increases in size. : 

b. generally, including the human species. 

¢ 1386 CHaucer W7fe’s Prol. 122 To knowe a femel fro 
amale, ¢1440 Promp, Parv.154/2 Femel, no male, femella, 
1540 Hyrpe tr. Vives’ Instr. Chr. Wont. 11. ii. vj b, As sone as 
the man lokedde upon the femalle of his kynde, he beganne 
to loue her aboue all thynges. x590 SHaxs. Com. Err. i. 
i. 24 Man.. Are masters to their females, and their Lords. 
1615 Crooxe Body of Man 272 The Female generateth in 
her selfe, the Male not in himselfe but in the Female. 1800 
Med. Frnl. 1V. 320 The female of every animal in a state 
of parturition is possessed of a placenta, or substance analo- 
gous thereto. 185x CarrENTER Max. Phys, (ed. 2) 503 
Conception and Parturition, in the Human female. 

2. A female person; a woman or girl. 

a. In express or consciously implied antithesis 
with male; esp. one of the female individuals in 
any class or enumeration comprising persons of 
both sexes. 

¢1315 SHorEHAM 44 Me schel the mannes lenden anelye, 
The navele of the femele. 1375 Barsour Bruce i. 59 Ther 
mycht succed na female. 1535 Srewart Croz, Scot. III. 
139 Of king Williame the successioun did faill .. bayth of 
famell and maill. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Conse. iv. v. 436 
If the like exorbitancies of the other sexe were not meant to 
be comprehended, females should be lawlesse, and the law 
imperfect. 1652 GAuLE Magastrom., 243 Saturne did onely 
eate up his male children, not his females, 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed, 2) 111. 355 The females. .incapable of performing 
any military service. 1861 Maine Anc. Law 159 The 
Danish and Swedish laws, harsh. .to all females. 

b. As a mere synonym for ‘woman’. 

Now commonly avoided by good writers, exc. with con- 
temptuous implication. , 

1380 Wycur Sel. Wks. 11. 408 Two femalis shulen be 
grynding ataqueerne. ¢ 1460 7owmneley Myst. (Surtees) 311 
Of femellys a quantite here fynde I parte. 1590 Suaxs, 
Mids. N. um. ii. 44x Cupid is a knauish lad Thus to make 

oore females mad, 1632 Lirncow Trav. x. 478 Females 

ave extreames, and two we see, Eyther too wicked, or too 
good they be. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 45 1, I would 
strictly recommend to any young females not to dally with 


Often 
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men [etc.]. 1773 Witkrs Corr. (1805) IV. 141 Just putting 
on my hat, to attend the females to church. 1801 STRUTT 
Sports & Past.1v.i 263 Dancing. .an essential part of a young 
female's education. 1849 E. E. Narier Excurs. S. Africa 
I, r12 The ‘Totty’ of the present day: and his female, (for 
the creature can scarcely be dignified by the name of woman). 
1865 J. G. Bertram Harvest of Sea (1873) 193 This is per- 
formed by females, hundreds of whom annually find well- 
paid occupation at the gutting-troughs. 1889 Pad/ Mall G. 
to Aug. 7/2 They are no ladies. ‘The only word good 
enough for them is the word of opprobrium—females. 

3. attrvzb. in certain nonce-words, as female-bar, 
-foe; female-bane, transl. of Gr. Onduvpdvoy 
aconite, lit. ‘a thing deadly to females’. 

1599 SuAxs. //en. V,1. ii. 42 Pharamond The founder of 
this Law, and Female Barre. 160r HoLttanp Pliny I. 271 
Others, for the reason before shewed, call it [Aconite] 
Theliphonon [warxg. Femalbane]. c1645 Howe. Lett, 
(1753) 445 A thousand such instances are not able to make 
me a misogenes, a female foe. 

Femalely, adv. nonce-wd. 
female. 

1867 Miss Broucuton Cometh up as a Flower xviii, 
Before the door .. stand many horses, malely and femalely 
saddled, 

Fe‘maleness. zonce-wd. The character or 
qualities of a female. 

1892 W. W. Peyton Jemor. Fesus iv. 94 In maleness and 
femaleness there is a likeness to the divine nature. 

+Femalism. Ods. rave—1. [f. Fumaun + 
-IsM.] =prec. In quot., curiosity. 

1779 Sy/ph 1.207 But femaleism prevailed, and I examined 
the contents. > 

+Fematlist. 00s. rave—". 
One devoted to the female sex. 

1613 Marston /zsatiate Countess iv. iii. 54 Beauty can.. 
make him [War] smile upon delightful Peace, Courting her 
smoothly as a femalist. 

Femality ({meliti). Somewhat humorous. 
[f. Femaue sd.+-1ry. Cf. OF. femelete.] 

1. Female nature or characteristics. 

1754 RicHARDSON Grandison (1781) VI. xxii. 117, I was 
afraid of your Hemality, when you came face to face. 1773 
Lady's Mag. 1V. 3 My femality, or in other words, my 
curiosity was greater, 1844 Marc. Futter Wom, 19th C. 
(1862) 115 Feminine element spoken of as Femality. 

b. pl. Samples of female character, females. 
c1801 ‘LT. SeLwyn Warning to Batchelors ii. (MS.), Knights 
of the chace To be hunted yourselves were a pitiful case; 
Suspect these femalities. 

2. Effeminacy, unmanliness. 

216.. Songs Lond. Prentices (Percy) 68 Disband feamality, 
let courage be your portion. 

Femalize (f7malaiz), v. [f. FEMALE a. +-125.] 

+L. ztr. To become effeminate or unmanly. Ods. 

1674 T. Durrerr SZ. Rogue u, Men are so Femaliz’d, so 
idle grown, They court the Coy, and slight what may be 
won. 

2. trans. To give a feminine designation or 
ending to. [See quots. for pA/. a.] 

Hence Fe'malized /2/. a. 

17og Suartess. Mreedom of Wit & Humour (1711) 1. m1. 
§ 1, 105 note, When they consider .. the very Formation of 
the word Ko.vovonwoovrvy upon the Model of the other fema- 
liz’d Virtues, the Evyywnoavvn, Swdpoovrn, Ackaoavrn, ect., 
they will no longer hesitate on this Interpretation. 1887 
NV. & Q. 7th Ser. III. 95 The following femalized Christian 
names ; Alexandrina, Andrewina..and Williamina. 

Femay, var. of Fumay, Ods. 

Femble, var. of FImBLe. 

Feme (fem). Also 6 feeme, 6-7 fem, 8-9 
femme. [a. OF. feme, Fr. femme woman, wife.] 

1. Zaw. (Chiefly conjoined with Jaron.) Wife. 

(The technical spelling is /evze; but in non-professional 
use the mod.F. form has often been adopted. So also in 
Jeme-covert: see below.) 

[1292], 1594, 1611 [see Baron sd. 5]. @ 1626 Bacon Max. 
& Uses Com, Law i, (1636) 2 The feme is entitled to dower, 
1714 Scrocecs Cowrts-leet (ed. 3) 161 If a Feme Copyholder 
for Life takes Husband, who commits a Waste, this shall 
bind the Wife. [18r3 Byron in Moore L7/é (1847) 217 Divorce 
ruins the poor femze.] 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 334 
The feme died leaving issue; then the baron died. 1873 
Dixon Two Queens II. 1x. viii. 142 An ancient custom of 
the land described the man and wife as baron and feme. 

+2. In 16th c. often used (in verse and some- 


what playfully) for: Woman. Ods. 

1867 Turserv. Ovid's Epist. 76 So bolde Away to have 
a Greekish feme purloynde. 1577 T. Kenpatt Flowers of 
Epigrammes 58 Three ills that mischefe men..the Fem, the 
Flud, the Fire, 1594 WiLtopi—E Avisa (1880) 15 Nature 
hath begot Of Fleeting Feemes, such fickle store. 1653 
H. Wuistier Ufshot Inf. Baptisme i, 6 The Fem was con- 
cerned as (in desire) one, 

Feme covert (fe‘m ko'vort). Law. [a. AF. feme 
covert a woman ‘ covered’ (=mod.F. couverte), i.e. 
under protection.] A woman under cover or pro- 
tection of her husband; a married woman, (Cf. 


CovERtT a, 4.) 

[x528 Perkins Prof. Bh. (1532) 2 marg., Graunt de feme 
couert est void.] 1602 Fursecke 1st Pt. Parall. 4 A feme 
couert cannot make a contract. 1668 R. L’Estrance V7s. 
Quev. (1708) 70 My poor wife.. being a Feme-Coverte, not 
an Officer durst come near her. 1743 Fievpinc Wedding- 
Day w.v, Do you know, sir, that this lady is a femme 
couverte? 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 111 On petition of 
..femes covert. 1858 Lp. St. Leonarps Handy-bk. Prop, 
Law xxv. 189 An infant, lunatic, Seme covert, or [ete.]. 

~b. humorously: Wife. 

1678 Butter Hd, m1, 1, 862 Those. .femme couerts to all 
mankind, 


So as to suit a 


[f. FEMALE + -IsT.] 








FEMINEITY. 


Feme-sole (fe'm soul), Zaw. [a. AF. feme soul(e 
a woman alone.] a. A woman who has not the 
protection of a husband; an unmarried woman,’ a 
spinster; a widow. b. A married woman who 
with respect to property is as independent of her 
husband as if she were unmarried. 

Also attrib., as feme-sole merchant, trader, a 
married woman who uses a trade alone, or without 
her husband (Webster). 

[1528 Perkins Prof Bk. (1532) 2 Mes si feme soule soit 
executrix. Jé7d¢, 2b, Si feme soul..fist fait del graunt.] 
1642 Ibid. (transl. of prec.) i. § 20 If..the wife as a feme sole 
--grant arent. 1714 Scroccs Cozrts-leet (ed. 3) 90 If the 
Cattle of a Feme-sole be taken, and afterwards she marry. 
1845 Lp. Campsett Chancellors (1857) I. vii. 121 The Queen 
Consort .. being privileged as a feme sole. 1858 Lp, Sr. 
Lronarns Hazndy-bk. Prop. Law xii. 73 She becomes, 
after the judicial separation..a_feme sole, a single woman, 
with respect to property. 

Femenine, obs. form of FEMININE. 

Femerell (femérél), Forms: 5 fomerel(l, 
fumrell, 5-6 fymrel(le, fumerill, 6 fymerelle, 
fomeril, fum(m)erel(1, 5— femerell. [ad. OF. 
Sumeraille altered form of fzvmerole = It. fumaruolo 
—L. fumariolum, dim. of fumarium, £. famus 
smoke. ] 

“A lantern, louvre, or covering placed on the 
roof of a kitchen, hall, etc. for the purpose of 
ventilation or the escape of smoke’ (Weale, 
1849). 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 169/2 Fomerel of an halle, /frma- 
rium, Ibid, 182/2 Fumrell of an hows, franarium, 1446 
Churchw, Acc. Yatton (Som. Rec. Soc.) 84 It. payd to 
Welyam Stonhowse for settyng in of to femerell in the 
stepyl, x’, 1500 Ortus Voc. P viij, Humerale, a fumerill. 
1511 Nottingham Rec. 11. 335 Y° fymerelle of y° chymney. 
16.. Frvl. Bk, Expences in Gutch Coll. Cur, (1781) I. 204 
Spent about the Femerell of the New Kitchin. .xviiis. viiid, 
1885 Law Hampton Court t. xiii. 174 The inside of the 
femerell was as richly decorated as the rest of the roof. 

Femetorie, obs. form of Fumrrory. 

Femicide ! (fe‘misoid). [f. Femm + -(1)cmE: 
see -CIDE I.} One who kills a woman. 

1828 R. Macnisu (¢c¢/e), Confessions of an unexecuted 
Femicide. 

Femicide ? (fe‘misoid). [f. Frmm + -(1)cIDE: 
see -CIDE 2.) The killing of a woman. 

1801 Satirical View Lond. 60 This species of delinquency 
may be denominated fem7cide, 1848 WHARTON Law Li 5 
Femicide, the killing of a woman. 

Feminacy (fe'minasi). [f. L. /émzn-a+-acy, 
after Erreminacy.] Female nature, feminality. 

1847 Lytton Lucretia (1853) 37 The face took from the 
figure the charm of feminacy. 

+ Feminal, a. Ods. Also 4femynalle. [a. 
OF. feminal=Pr. feminal, f. Lat. type *feminalrs, 
f. femina woman.]| Of or pertaining to a female 
or woman ; female. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. xv. cxli. (1495) 698 Rewe 
is yeuen ayenst femynalle fluxe. 17.. West Ox Abuse 
Travelling xl\vi, in Dods/. (1748) II. 82 For wealth, or fame, 
or honor feminal. : td 

Feminality (femine'liti), [f. prec. + -1ry.] 

1. The quality or condition of a female; female 
nature. Now rare. 

1646 Sir T. Brown Pseud. Ep. ut. xvii. 148 If in the 
minority of naturall vigor, the parts of feminality take 
place. 170z FarquHar J/uconstant w. ii, Not half so much 
as devoting ’em [a beautiful face and person] to a pretty 
fellow. If our feminality had no business in this world, 
why was it sent hither? 1883 Mrs. Lynn Linton Socia? 
Ess. W1. 1o Thinking..womanhood a mistake in exact pro- 
portion to its feminality. : 

2. fl. only concr. or quasi-concr. a. The person- 
ality of a woman; a female person. b. A female 
trait or peculiarity. ¢@. Something that women 
delight in; a knick-knack. 

1823 New Monthly Mag. X1V. 262 Ladies are not per- 
mitted to advance their feminalities beyond so chaste 
a threshold, 1834 Ta7zt’'s Mag. I. 204 Certain feminalities 
-.peep through every page. 1840 Mrs. TRoLtore in Vew 
Monthly Mag. UX. 199 All these pretty ‘ feminalities’, 

+Feminary, 2. Obs. [f. L. femin-a+-any.] 
Womanish. 

1630 Lennarp tr. Charron's Wisd. n. iti. § 13. 277 A femi- 
narie, sottish calmeness, and vitious facilitie. 

+ Feminate, ¢. Obs. rare, [ad. L feminat-us, 
f, femina woman.] a. Resembling a woman; 
effeminate. b. Female, feminine. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) LI, 
With halfe a berde, as a feminate man. 1557 Norrn tr. 
Gueuara’s Diall of Princes 82a/x Money doth not only 
breake the feminate and tender hartes, but also the hard and 
craggy rockes. 1633 Forp Broken H. v. iii, A nation warlike 
..cannot brook A feminate authority. 

Hence + Fe‘minately adv. Obs. : 

198 Frorio, Juzazzeare, to goe walking wantony, idly or 
feminatlie vp and downe the streetes. 

+Femine, a. Ods, Also 5 femyn(e. [Con- 
tracted f. FEMININE.] = FEMININE a. 

1830 Patscr, 156 All the feestes of the yere be of the 
femyne gendre, 1564 GoLpING Fustine 17 b, In Xerxes was 
to be sene a kind of femine fearfulnesse. 1610 Mirr. Mag., 
Lady Ebbe xv, To do the like against the Femine kind. 

Femineity (feminz-iti). L. fémine-us 
womanish (f. fémzna) + -1TY.] The quality or 


FEMINICIDE. 


nature of the female sex; womanliness ; woman- 


ishness. 

1820 CoLerIDGE Lett., Convers., etc. I. 72 The very 
essence of femineity seems to speak in the. .true and touching 
words. /é7d. II, 228 Of all men I ever knew Wordsworth has 
the least femineity in his mind. 1858 O, W. Hotmes A xt, 
Breakf.-t. (1883) 188 It had so much woman in it,—wz2di- 
ebrity, as well as femineity. 

Feminicide (fimi‘nisaid). rare. [f. L. femina 
+-(1)CIDE 2.) =FrEmicipe 2, 

1833 Blackw. Mag. XXXIII. 545 Our transcendent 
powers of cold-blooded feminicide. 


Feminicity. [f. L. femin-a, after rusticity.] 
The quality or condition of a woman ; womanliness. 


1843 Fraser's Mag. XXVII. 226 Beautiful are both these 
women in their graceful feminicity. 

Feminie (fe'mini). ach, Also 5 femyne, 
femynye, 6 femynie. [a. OF. feminie, f. L. 
Jémina woman.] Womankind; a ‘set’ of women, 
esp. the Amazons ; also the country of the Amazons. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer A7vz.’s 7, 8 He conquered all the regne 
of Feminie. c1400 Destr. Troy 6669 The qwene of femyne 
pat freike so faithfully louyt. c¢1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode 
1, xcix. (1869) 111, I wot neuere whether i be in femynye, 
ther wommen hauen the lordship. 1561 Schole-house of 
Women g in Hazl. £. P. P. IV. 106 A foole of late contrived 
a boke, And all in praise of the femynie. 1692 CoLeEs, 
Feminie, the women's country. 1822 Byron Werner iv. i, 
You bid me. .look into The eyes of feminie. 1834 /vaser's 
Mag. 1X. 639 The dingy feminie who cry their brooms. 
1836 M. J, CuapMAN 7did. XIV, 22 At the good deeds of 
feminie let no man. . Sneer idly. 

+ Feminile, a. Ols.—' [f.L. femin-a+-1E; 
cf. It. femminile.] Peculiar to a woman; feminine. 

1650 BuLwer Axthropomet. iii. 64 This forehead is also 
called a great forehead, if it be compared with a feminile 
forehead, 4 

Feminility (femini‘iti). [f. prec. +-1ry.] The 
character or disposition peculiar to a woman; 
womanliness, womanishness. Also quasi-concr. 

1838 Fraser's Mag. XVIII. 89 True feminility is oftener 
found contemplating the exquisite points of some soul- 
subduing picture. 1890 H. Exuis Criminal iii. 53 The 
corresponding character (feminility) is not found so often, 


Feminine (fe‘minin), a. and 5d, Forms: 4-6 
femynyne, 5-6 femenine, -yn(e, 5 femynyng, 
6 feminin, -yne, (Sc. famenene), 7-8 foeminine, 
4- feminine. [a. OF. and Fr. femznzn, -ine, ad. 
L. femininus, f. femina woman.] 

1. Of persons or animals: Belonging to the female 


sex; female. Now rare. 

1384 Cuaucer Hf. Fame it. 275, I sawe perpetually 
ystalled A feminine creature, 1393 Gower Conf. II. 313 
‘The preie, which is feminine. c¢c1470 Harpinc Chron. 279 
Edmond..None issue had neither male ne feminine. c 1500 
Melusine 369 And now for a serpent of femenyne nature ye 
shake for fere. 1532 Morr Confut. Tindale Wks. 434/2, 
I had as leue he bare them both a bare charitie, as with y® 
frayle feminyne sexe fall to farre in loue. 1888 SuHaks. 
L. L, L. wv. ii. 83 But..a soule Feminine saluteth vs. 1613 
Purcnas Pilerimage (1625) 319 Of which Manly foeminine 
people [Amazons] ancient authors disagree, 1667 MILron 
P. L.1. 423 Those Male, These Feminine, 


b. humorously. 
1860 O. W. Hoimes L/sie V, (1887) 106 A side of feminine 
beef was. .obtained, 
2. In same sense, of objects to which sex is attri- 
buted, or which have feminine names, ¢sf. one of 


the heavenly bodies. 

1601 HoLianp Pliny I. 44 They say that the Moone is 
a planet Foeminine. 1633 T. Apams Zx/. 2 Peter ii. 
1o Under her conduct and standard marcheth the whole 
feminine army, envy, avarice, pride, &c. 1653 H. More 
Conject. Cabbal, (1713) 83 Five is acknowledged ..to be 
Male and Female, consisting of Three and Two, the two 
first Masculine and Feminine numbers. @ 1658 CLEVELAND 
Hermaphr. 6 Wks, 1687. 19 We chastise the God of Wine 
With Water that is Feminine. 175x Harris Hermes Wks. 
1841. 130 The earth..is universally feminine. 1839 BarLey 
Festus (1854) 121 Ye juried stars..Henceforth ye shine in 
vain to man: Earthy, or moist, or feminine, or fixed, 

3, Of or pertaining to a woman, or to women; 
consisting of women ; carried on by women. 

c 1489 Caxton Blanchardynx xlix. 189 She lefte asyde her 
femenyne wyll. ¢x500 Melusine 322 How be it dyuers 
haue sith sen her in femenyn figure. Jd/d. 354 Which 
cryed with a femenyne voys. 1583 STANYHURST A? ne7s 1. 
(Arb,) 36 Or wyl you soiourne in this my feminin empyre ? 
1642 FULLER pled § Prof. St. 1. ii. 31 Take notice of 
some principall of the orders she made in those feminine 
Academies, 1649 Mitton ikon, vii. (1851) 388 Govern’d 
and overswaid at home under a Feminine usurpation. 1844 
DisraeEtt Coningsby ut. iii, Feminine society. 1865 Miss 
Brappon Only a Clod xxxviii, They were growing too 
serious for feminine discussion or friendly sympathy. 1876 
— ¥. Haggard’s Dau, \.9 The feminine element in the 
business was supplied by his maiden sister. 

4, Characteristic of, peculiar or proper to women; 
womanlike, womanly. 

14.. Epiph. in Tundale's Vis. 113 Sche answered most 
femynyne of chere Full prudently to euery questyon. ¢ 1440 
Promp. Parv. 154/2 Femynyne, or woman lyke, m2iebvis. 
1555 Epen Decades 340 Of complexion feminine and fleg- 
matike in comparison to gold. 160x Hotianp Pliny II. 219 
To such as be of a foeminine and delicate bodie, 1667 Mitton 
P. L. 1x. 458 Her[Eve's] Heav’nly forme Angelic, but more 
soft, and Feminine. 1751 Jonnson Rambler No. 149 P 11 
My sister, .the young ladies are hourly tormenting by every 
art of feminine persecution. 1835 Lytron R7evzz 1.i, There 
was something almost feminine in the tender deference with 
which he appeared to listen, 1873 LoweLL, Among my Bks, 
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Ser. 1. 23 The most virile of poets cannot be adequately 
rendered in the most feminine of languages. 
+b. Such as a woman is capable of. Ods. 

1672 Sir T. Browne Let. to Friend xix, Some dreams 
I confess may admit of easie and feminine exposition. 

5. Depreciatively: Womanish, effeminate. ? Ods. 

c1430 Lypc. Bochas 1. xiv. (1554) 53 b, Last of eche one 
was Sardanapall, Most feminine of condicion, 1548 Hatt 
Chron. 18 Rebukyng their timerous heartes, and Feminine 
audacitie. 1614 Raveicn Hist. World 1. u. i. § 1. 217 
Ninias being esteemed no man of warre at all, but alto- 
gether feminine. 1647 CLarenpon //7st. Red. 1. (1702) 1. 41 
He was of so unhappy a feminine temper, that he was 
always in a terrible fright. 1651 Hoppers Lewzarh. 1. xxi. 
riz Not onely to women, but also to men of feminine 
courage, 

6. Gram. Of the gender to which appellations 
of females belong. Of a termination: Proper to 
this gender. + Of a connected sentence : Consist- 


ing of words of this gender. 

c1400 Test. Love 11. (1560) 282/2 So speak I in feminine 
gendre in general. 1632 LirHcow 7vav. x. 472 Spewing 
forth also this Foeminine Latine: Nam mansueta et misert- 
cordiosa est Ecclesia, O Ecclesia Romana! 1774 J. BRYANT 
Mythol, \1. 4t Cora.. was..a foeminine title of the Sun. 
1821 R. Turner Arts § Sc. (ed. 18) 55 Most feminine nouns 
end in NM or 7. 1848 Stoppart Lxcycl. Metrop. 1. 30/t 
Every noun denoting a female animal is feminine. 

b. Prosody. Feminine rime: in French versifi- 
cation, one ending in a ‘ mute e’ (so called because 
the mute ¢ is used as a feminine suffix) ; hence in 
wider sense, a rime of two syllables of which the 
second is unstressed. So femznine ending, termin- 
ation (of a line of verse); femznine cxesura, one 
which does not immediately follow the ictus. 
The e feminine: the French ‘e mute’, and the 


similar sound in ME. (dropped in the later lan- 
guage). 

1775 Tyrwuitt Chaucer's Wks. Pref. Ess. 11. § 16 Nothing 
will be .. of such..use for supplying the deficiencies of 
Chaucer's metre, as the pronunciation of the e feminine, 
1837-9 Hatiam /77st, Lit. 1.1.1. § 34.31 The Alexandrine.. 
had generally a feminine termination, 1844 Bick & FeLtton 
tr. Munk’s Metres 27 The former close, because it termi- 
nates in a thesis, and is on that account, less forcible, is 
called feminine, the latter, masculine. 1870 LowELi Study 
Wind. (1886) 247 Of feminine rhymes we find .. /amé, 
Justicé. 1880 SwinpurNE Stud. Shaks. ii. (ed. 2) 92 Verses 
with a double ending—which in English verse at least are 
not in themselves feminine. 

B. sé, 

1, The adj. used absolutely. 

‘+a. gen. She that is, or they that are feminine ; 
woman, women. Ods. 

c1440 Songs § Carols 15th C. (Percy) 65 Not only in 
Englond, but of every nacion, The femynyng wyl presume 
men forto gyd. a@x1605 Montcomerte Poems (S. 'T. S.) lii. 
25 The facultie of famenene is so, Vnto thair freind to be 
his fo. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. x. 893 Not fill the World at 
once With men as Angels without Feminine. 

b. With defining word; The feminine element 


in human nature. 

1892 Pall Mall G. 16 June 3/1 The volumes. .display the 
above-noted characteristics of the eternal feminine in its 
singing moods, 

e, A person, rarely an animal, that is feminine ; 
a female, a woman, Now only Aezmorously. 

1513 Brapsuaw St. Werburge 1. 2021 Doctryne Fer aboue 
the age of so yonge afemynyne. 1599 Haktuyt Voy. II. 1. 
235 When.. the Eliphant is so entangled, they guide the 
feminines towards the Pallace. 1606 Day /le of Guls u. v, 
Sweete Femenine, clip off the taile of thy discourse with the 
sissars of attention. 1665 GLANVILL Scefs. Scz. xv. 87 While 
all things are judg’d according to their suitableness. .to the 
fond Feminine. 1774 J. Bryant AZythol. I. 202 The Deit 
.. was represented as a feminine. 1887 Graphic 15 Jan. Gale 
We are two lone feminines, 

2. Gram, A word of the feminine gender. 

1607 TorsELL Hour. Beasts 114 ‘They call it Zebi, and 
the feminin herof Zebiah. 1612 Brinstey Pos. Parts 
(1669) 105 These feminines want the singular number; 
exuvize, phalere, 1612 — Lud. Lit. 128 In wordes of three 
terminations, the first is the Masculine, the second the 
Feminine, the third is the Neuter, 1706 A. Beprorp 7emple 
Mus, vii, 117 All Foeminines of the Singular Number, do 
endini, 1774 J. Bryant AZythol. 1.55 Eliza..It was made 
a feminine in aftertimes. 1885 Mason Engl. Gram. 25 
Seamstress and songstress are double feminines, 

+ Feminine, v. Ods. [f. prec.] trans. To 
make feminine ; to weaken, effeminate. 

1583 Stuspes Anat. Abus. 1, (1879) 170 Musicke..dooth 
rather femenine the minde. 

Femininely (fe'mininli), adv. [f. as prec. + 
-LY2.] In a feminine manner, like a woman; 
womanishly. Also, in the feminine gender. 

1649 Roserts Clavis Bibl. 365 Nor as any peculiar Dialect 
of this tongue, using this word sometimes femininely. 1814 
Byron Lara 1. xxvii, So femininely white [that hand] might 
bespeak Another sex. 1821 — Yuan v, lxxx, Now being 
femininely all arrayed .. He look'd in almost all respects a 
maid. 1859 ‘TENNYSON Lid 1124 Femininely fair and dis- 
solutely pale. rey he 

Feminineness (fe‘mininnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The state or quality of being feminine; 
womanliness, 

1859 Times 23 Nov. 8/4 Buoncompagni. .is gentle even to 
feminineness. 1890 Blackw. Mag. CXLVII. 258/2 Without 
derogating from her feminineness. 

Fe'mininism. [f. as prec. + -18M.] 

1, The state of being feminine, 

1846 in WorcEsTER (citing Phren, Jrn/.), and in mod, Dicts. 








FEMINIZE. 


2. A feminine or woman’s word or expression. 

1892 F. Hatt in Nation 13 Oct. 282/3 The locution [very 
pleased] has been, all along, in the main a femininism. 

Femini‘nitude. vonce-wd. [f. FEMININ-E + 
-(1)tupDE.] The characteristic quality of feminine 
persons ; womanishness. 

1878 J. THomson Plenifotent Key 19 The spite is but his 
[Froude’s] femininitude. 

Femininity (femini‘niti). [ME. femzninzte, 
f, as prec. +-Iry. Cf. Fr. femininitd.] 

1. Feminine quality ; the characteristic quality or 
assemblage of qualities pertaining to the female 
sex, womanliness; in early use also, female 


nature, 

¢1386 Cuaucer Man of Law's T. 262 O serpent under 
femynynytee. 14.. Lypc. Temple of Glas 1045 Hir face, of 
femyny[niJte : Thuru3 honest drede abaisshed so was she. 
€1430 Compleynt 326 ibid. App. 63 In whame yche vertue is 
at rest .. Prudence and femynynytee. 1835 Blackw. Mag. 
XXXVII. 230 She was all that my most romantic dreams 
had fancied of femininity. 1893 West. Gaz. 22 Feb. 4/2 
What she [the American woman] conspicuously lacks, on the 
other hand, is essential femininity. 

concr. a1876 G. Dawson Biog. Lect. (1886) 194 A perfect 
femininity of architecture, the Venus of Gothic creation. 

2. In depreciative sense : Womanishness. 

1863 EB. L. Swirte in WV. § Q. 3rd Ser. IV. 264 A certain 
femininity, which our fatvesfamilias call changeableness. 
1879 T. P. O'Connor Beaconsfield 136 Features delicate 
almost to femininity. 1855 AZanch. Exam. 22 July 3/1 The 
femininity of Fénelon’s nature. 

3. In applied senses: a. The fact of being a 
female. b, Feminine peculiarity (in shape). 

1867 Morn. Star 26 Nov., There is no doubt of her femi- 
ninity, though her counterfeit of a manis.. perfect. 189 
Pall Mall G. 2 June 2/1 A part for which the exuberant 
femininity of her physique obviously disqualifies her. 

4. concr. Women in general; womankind. 

1865 Daily Tel. 12 Apr. 7 Crinoline..has..enlightened us 
respecting the not faultless ankles of femininity. 1878 Mrs. 
Ripve.i Mother's Dari. 11. xv. 134 She had changed. .into 
a tenderer and softened specimen of femininity, 


Femininize, v. vare—'. [f. FEMININE + -128.] 
zrans. ‘To make (a word) feminine, to give a femi- 
nine form to. 

1868 F’, Hatt Benares 8 The name of King Champa, femi- 
ninized, became that of the metropolis of Anga, Champa. 

Feminism (fe‘miniz’m). rare. [f. L. femin-a 
+-IsM.] The qualities of females. 


1851 in Ocitvig. r a ; 
Feminity (fémi-niti). [ME. femznzte, a, OF. 


Seminité, f. Lat. type *feminitas, f. femzna woman. } 

1, =FEMININITY I. 

1386 Cuaucer Man of Law's T, 262 (Lansd. 360), O serpent 
vnder femenyte. ¢1470 Harpinc Chrox. Proem xiv, The 
thyrde sonne.. wedded dame Biaunch, ful of feminytee. 
c1485 Digby Myst. (1882) 11. 71 Here is mary, ful fayr and 
ful of femynyte. 14.. Pol. Rel. §& L. Poems (1866) 43 Goodnes, 
the Rote of all vertve Which Rotide is in youre femynite. 1595 
SreENSER Cod, Clout 515 She is the .. mirrhor of feminitie, 
1854 Marion Hartanp A done iv, She laughed at the ludicrous 
repetition of feminity in the second line. 1868 Brownine 
Ring & Bk, 1x. 299 Put forth each charm And proper 
floweret of feminity. 

2. =FEMININITY 2. 

1669 H. More Ex. 7 Efist. vi. 83 There being all these 
symptoms of Feminity in the Church of Rome. 1890 J. 
Forster in Academy 23 Aug. 149/2 There is..a decided 
note of feminity in his genius; a want of manly strength. 

=Fermininity 4; also a band of women. 


+ Queen of feminity; queen of the Amazons, 

c1430 Lypc. Bochas i. viil. (1544) 14a, Theseus ..Weddid 
Apolita .. The hardy quene of femynitie. 1513 BrapsHaw 
St, Werburge 1. 1633 Nexte in ordre... Was our blessed lady, 
floure of femynyte. 1813 Hocc Queen's Wake 171, I haif 
watchit..Quhairevir blumis femenitye. 1816 Scorr Axtig, 
xxii, I tell thee, Mary, Hector’s understanding, and far more 
that of feminity, is inadequate to comprehend the extent of 
the loss. 1872 BrowNinc ee xxi, Provided .. this femi- 
nity be followed By. . Fifine 

Feminivorous (feminivoras), a. vare—1. [f. 
L. femin-a woman + -(?)vor-us devouring + -OUS. ] 
That eats the flesh of women. 

1820 Examiner No. 644. 523/1 Our feminivorous bride- 
groom however is somewhat inconsistently represented. 

Feminization (fe:minoizzi-fon). [f next + 
-ATION.] a. The action of making feminine. b, 
The giving of a feminine inflexion to a word. 

1844 Blackw. Mag. LV. 510 There is a sweetness, a soft- 
ness, and feminization of tone, in the lower passages. 1886 
H. James Bostonians 11. u. xxxiv. 52 ‘To save it [the sex] 
from what?’ she asked. ‘From the most damnable femi- 
nisation !’ 1891 Miss Dow Girl in Karp. 115 Their 
[Poles’] careless and light-hearted feminisation of a verb. 

Feminize (fe‘minoiz), v. [f. L. femin-a +-I2E. 
Cf. Fr. féminiser.] a. trans. To make feminine 
or womanish ; to give a feminine cast to (a descrip- 
tion). b. zztr. ‘To become or grow feminine. 

1652, 1653 [see FeminizED]. 1776 ‘Courtney Metmotu’” 
{S. 'T. Pratt] P2p72 of Pleas. 11. 98 It only served the more 
to feminize .. and to recommend her to the spectator. 1790 
Mrs. A. M. Jonnson Monmouth 1. 175 Let not an idea of 
her feminize a soul that should now burn but for glory and 
acrown, 1841 J. T. Hewrert Parish Clerk II. 81 Femi- 
nize this description ..and you see Harriette. 1866 Ch. 
Times 6 Jan. 2/3 Any more than a boy is feminized by 
learning music. 1892 ation 21 July 45/2 May it not be 
said that he feminized him too much? 

b. 1852 Blackw. Mag. LXXI. 85 The women .. would 
make those present look very small,. but that they are 
feminising. 


FEMISHING. 


Hence Fe'minized //. a., Fe‘minizing v/. sd. 

1652 Wricut tr. Camus’ Nature's Paradox 113 Her vigor- 
ous exertion made them incline to the thought of her beeing 
a Male Feminiz’d. 1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. 453 The 
Serpent said to the feminized Adam. 1867 Ch. Times 6 July 
236/4 The feminizing of the clerical mind is one of..many.. 
evils. 1890 Harfer’s Mag. July 320/1 The husband, if he 
has become sufficiently .. feminized, may go to the House. 

Femishing: see FumisHine Oés. 


|| Femme de chambre (fam da fanbr). [Fr.] 

1. A lady’s maid. 

1762 Sterne Let. 12 Aug., I have got a..decent femme 
de chambre, and a good-looking daguats. 1824 Mrpwin 
Convers, Byron (1832) I. 48 Fletcher's .. wife .. was at that 
time femme de chambre to Lady Byron. 1849 THackERAy 
Pendennis \wii. (1885) 564 Martha... as femme de chambre, 
accompanied her young mistress. 

2. A chambermaid. 

1890 Eng. I/lust. Mag. Christmas No. 272 The crisp and 
beaming femmes de chambre of our neighbours across the 
Channel. 

Femoral (fe‘moral), a. and sé. [f. L. femor-, 
femur thigh + -au.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to the femur or thigh. 
Chiefly Anat., as femoral artery, bone, etc. 

1782 S. SHarp Surgery Intr. (ed. 10) 50 The largest crooked 
needle. .should be used. .in taking up the. .femoral. .arteries 
in amputation. - 1800 AZed. F¥rnl. LV. 333 The phenomena 
which occurred in a case of deep-seated femoral hernia. 1821 
Scorr Kenzlw. xxx, Flibbertigibbet .. thrust a pin into the 
rear of the short femoral garment. 1840 Hoop Azdmansege, 
Her Accident xx, The femoral bone of her dexter leg, 1872 
F,G. Tuomas Dis. Women 636 Vhey may enter the femoral, 
umbilical, and ischiatic openings. 

B. sb. =femoral artery. 

1859 Topp Cycl. Anat. V.542/1 In the Sloth. .the brachials 
and femorals are split up. 188 Mivarr Cat 213 The 
femoral gives off a large branch called the deep femoral. 

+ Fe‘morals, s?. p/. Obs. In 7 femoralles. [a. 
OF. femoralles =\ate L. femorialia, f. femor-, femur 
thigh.] Clothing for the thighs ; breeches. 

1609 BistE (Douay) Lev, vi. 10 The priest shal be revested 
with the tunike and the linnen femoralles, 

Femur (f7m71). Pl. femurs (f7m#.z), fe- 
mora (femora). [a. L. femur thigh.] 

1. Anat. The thigh bone in man and other verte- 
brata. 

1799 in Med. Frni. 11. 482 The femur. . was found in blackish 
fragments. xz830 R. Knox Béclard’s Anat. § 615 A case of 
false joint in consequence of the fracture of the neck of the 
femur. 1869 GittmorE Pepiiles § Birds i. 12 The femur, 
or thigh, is much lengthened and slightly curved, 1872 
Nicuorson Palvont. 314 ‘The thigh-bone or femur, corre- 
sponding with the humerus in the fore-limb. 

2. Entom. The corresponding part in an insect ; 


the third articulation of the foot. 

1834 McMurtrir Cuvier's Anim. Kingd, 327 The ambu- 
latory organs of locomotion consist of .. a femur,etc. 1875 
W.Hovucurton Sk. Brit, nsects 128 In some genera the femur 
of the hind legs is enormously swollen, 

3. Arch. ‘The space between the channels [of 
the Triglyph]’ (Gwilt). 

1863 SHute Archit. Djb, The pillor shalbe garnished 
with Canalicoli .. and the fifth parte is for Striz, which are 
also called Femora. 

Fen (fen), 50.1 Forms: a. 1 fen(n, 3-7 fenn(e, 
(4 feen, 6 finne, fene), 2- fen. 8. 2 ven, 
2-4 venn(e. [OIF fen, fern neut., masc. = OFris. 
“enne, fene masc. (MDu., MLG. venne, Du. ven 
fem., Du. vee neut.) water-meadow, bog, OHG. 

Jenna fem., fennt neut. (Ger. fenne neut., fehn fem.) 
marsh, ON. fez neut., quagmire, Goth. fanz neut., 
mud :—OTeut. *fanjo(m (-7o-2, -7é).] 

1. Low land covered wholly or partially with 
shallow water, or subject to frequent inundations ; 
a tract of such land, a marsh, 

Beowulf 104 (Gr.) Se be moras heold fen and feesten. c888 
K. Aicrrep Boeth. xviii. § 2, & eall pet his fennas & moras 
zenumen habbad. c¢x1205 Lay. 18113 He .. drof Irisce men 
geond wateres and 3eond fenes, 1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) 146 
Grantebrigge & hontendone mest plente of dep ven. ¢ 1325 
King of Almaigne in Pol, Songs (Camden) 70 He hath 
robbed Engelond, the mores ant th{e] fenne. c1440 York 
Myst. vii. 126 They will slee me, be ffenne or ffrith. 1523 
Sxetton Garl. Laurel 1321 In Lerna, the Grekis fen. 1600 
Haxtuyr Voy. (1810) I11. 584 Mexico, which is seated in a 
great fen. 1727-46 ‘THomson Ser 1028 ‘The joyless sun 
. draws the copious steam from swampy fens, 1808 J. Bar- 
tow Columb. iv. 593 Win from the waters every stagnant 
fen. 1883 Stevenson 7veas. /s/. 11. xiv. (1886) 111 The 
margin of the broad, reedy fen. 

fig. 1676 Marveti Mr. Smirke 36 He did .. cut Poe-dike 
to let in a Flood of all Heresies, upon the Fenns of Christi- 
anity. 180z Worpsw. ‘Milton t thou should’st be living’, 
England hath need of thee; she is a fen Of stagnant waters. 
1866 ALGER Solit, Nat, § Max ut. 129 The hot fen of emu- 
lation and vice. . 

b. esp. + Zhe fen (obs.), the fens: certain low- 
lying districts in Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire, 
and some adjoining counties, 

905 O. E. Chron, an. 905 Eall 05 Sa fennas nord, ¢1540 
Piler. Tale rin Thynne’s Animadyz. (1875) App. 1. 77 In 
lincolneshyr, fast by the fene, ther stant a hows, 1631 Star 
Chamb. Cases (Camden) 59 Divers lands and wast grounds 
called the Fennes. 1770 Gray in Corr, N. Nicholls (1843) 
zs Two hundred thousand acres are drowned in the Fens 
here. 1809 Med. ¥rni. XXI. 92 A short visit to the Fens of 
Cambridgeshire. 1890 Murray's Handbk. Lincolnshire 4 
Large flocks of geese are still kept in the Fens about 
Spalding. ? 

Vou, IV, 
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+2. Mud, clay, dirt, mire, filth. Also, excrement. 

c897 K. Errep Gregory's Past. xvi. 104 He underfehd 
Set fenn dara Oweandra. cx1000 AELFRic Gloss. in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 147 Limus, dutum, fenn. aus Lamb, Hom. 47 
Ieremie..stod..in be uenne up to his mude, c¢ 1250 Gen. & 
Ex. 490 Or or flum noe spredde his fen. 1340 Hampote P” 
Consc. 655 Of pe comes mykel foul thyng, Als fen, and uryn 
and spyttyng. ¢1380 Wycuir Ws, (1880) 62 To.. babe hem 
in lustis as swyn in feen. 1460 Lybeaus Disc, 1500 Bothe 
maydenes, and garssoun, Fowyll fen schull on the throwe. 
1513 DoucLas Aneis 11. iv.17 The vile belleis of thai cursit 
schrewis Aboundis of fen maist abhominable, 1535 SrEwART 
Cron. Scot. 111, 440 The loving in ane mannis mouth, Maid 
of him self, stinkis lyke ony fen Into the eiris of all vther 
men. 

Jig. 1387 TrevisA Higden (Rolls) I. 17 Virgile sou3t gold 
of wit and wisdom in the fen of Ennii be poete. 

3. slang. (see quots.) ? Obs. 

azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fag the Fen, drub the 
Whore. 1725 New Cant, Dict., Hen, a Strumpet, or Bawd, 
a common Prostitute, 

4, attrib, and Comb. a. simple attributive, as 
jen bank, -boat, -boot, -country, -duck, -dyke, -earth, 
Sow!l, frog, -grass, -land (whence /en-lander), 
-river, -rush, -skate, -skater, -skating, -sotl. . ob- 
jective, as fen-affecter, -dweller, -farmer, -farming, 
-paring. @, originative, as fen-born, -bred, -sucked 
adjs. 

1616 CuHarman Batrachom, 17 The farre-fam’de *Fen- 
affecter. 1691 Ray Creation u. (1692) 73 The *Fenbanks in 
the Isle of Ely. 1890 Daily News 12 June 6/2 A fen-bank 
about six miles from Peterborough. 1766 PENNANT Zool. 
(1769) III. 272 One of the little *fen boats. 1805 Edin. Rev. 
V. 401 The hard seam of his *fen-boot, 1641 Mitton CA. 
Govt. 1. 63 That *fenborn serpent. 1871 SwinBurNE Songs 
bef. Sunrise, Eve of Revolution 296 ‘Vhese fen-born fires. 
1597 Drayton Mortimeriados 116 The *fen-bred vapours. 
1830 T. ALLEN Hist. Lincolnsh, 1. iii. 65 Other rivers of the 
*Fen Country. 1867 Freeman Worm. Cong. (1876) I. vi. 
441 The great religious houses of the fen country. 1620 
VENNER Via Recta iii.°65 The *Fenducke, or Moore-hen, 
1610 *Fen-dweller [see FEN-MAN]. 1647 FULLER Good Th. 
in Worse T, (1841) 84 Strange that those fen-dwellers should 
approach the fiery region, 1878 Mitter & SKkerTCHLEY 
Fenland xiii. 416 ‘he spleen of fen-dwellers is often enlarged. 
e1710 C, Fiennes Diary (1888) 127 Ye *ffendiks .. are deep 
ditches wth draines. a@1728 Woopwarp Fossz/s (1729) I. 205 
‘The surface is of Black *Fen Earth. 1891 A. J, Foster 
The Ouse 196 The *fen-farmers still gather in its market- 
place on Thursdays. 1852 CLarKE Fen Sketches 262 ‘The 
unexampled improvements which have taken place in *Fen- 
farming, 1865 Kincstey H/evew. xxi, Listen ye “fen-frogs 
all. 1844 Harpy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Clb 11, 108 A cover- 
ing of *fen-grasses. a@1000 Guthlac (1848) 50 He burh pa 
*fenland reow. 1070 O. E. Chron. an. 1070 Pet Englisce 
folc of eall pa feon landes comen to heom, 1855 Loner. 
HTiaw, Introd, 30 In the moorlands and the fen-lands, @ 1661 
Futter Worthies (1811) Il. 21 Apud Girvios; that is, 
amongst the *Fenlanders. 1797 A. YounG Agric. of Suffolk 
16 A very complete and effective tool, called a *fen-paring 
plough, the furrow of which is burnt. 1546 LancLey Pod, 
Verg. De Invent. u. vii. 45a, A kind of *fen-rishes y* grew 
in the marish groundes of Egipt. 1892 Badminton Libr. 
Skating vii. 268 A standard type of *Fen skates. 1882 N. 
& A. Goopman (¢7¢/e), Handbook of *Fen skating. 1846 
J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 375 Light *fen soils, 
1605 SHAKs. Leary 1. iv. 169 You *Fen-suck'’d Fogges. 

b. In various plant-names, etc.: as, fen-berry, 
the cranberry (Vaccinium Oxycoccus); fen-cress 
= WarteErorEss (Wasturtium officinale); +fen- 
down = CoTTON-GRASS; fen grapes = fenderry ; 
fen lentil, water lentils (Lemna minor) ; fen-rue 
(see quot.) ; fen whort =/en-derry. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens v1. xi. 671 Those which the Germaynes 
doo call Veenbesien, that is to say Marsh or *Fen-berries. 
1678 Littteton Lat, Dict. s.v., Hen-berries. 1863 Prior 
Plant-n. (1879) 77 Fen-berry, from its growing in fens, the 
cranberry. c1ooo Sax. Leechd. Il. 18 Wip heafod werce, 
senim..*fencersan. 1818 Topp, Fem-cress. 1495 Act 11 Hen. 
VTT, c.19 With no scalded fethers nor *fen downe nor none 
other unlawful and corrupt stuffes. 1720 Stryee Stow’s Surv. 
(1754) II. 3r7/2 They .. bought Fen Down... for an Half 
penny a Pound, and sold the same among Feathers for 6d, 
a Pound. 1597 GerarDE Heréal i, clxvi, 1367 Moszbeeren, 
Veenbesien; that is to saie *Fen grapes or Fen berries. 
1878-86 Britten & Hottanp Plant-n., Fen Grapes, Vac- 
cintum Oxycoccus L, x160r Hotranp Pliny I. 378 After the 
manner of *Fen-lentils or Duckes meat, 1863 Prior Plant-n. 
(1879) 77 *Fen-Rue, from its divided rue-like leaves and 
place of growth. Thalictrum flavum L. 1578 LytE 
Dodoens v1. xi. 671 Marrishe or *Fen Whortes grow .. in 
low, moyst places. 

5. Special comb. +fen-canopy (see quot.) ; 
fen-cock (see quot.); fen-cricket, the mole 
cricket (Gryllotalpa vulgaris); fen-fever, a ma- 
larious fever ; fen-fire = IGNIS FATUUS, a will of the 
wisp; fen-goose, usually the Grey-Lag Goose 
(Anser cinereus); fen-nightingale (see quot.) ; 
fen-oak (see quot.) ; fen-pole, a jumping pole for 
crossing ditches, etc. ; fen-reeve, an officer having 
charge of fen lands; fen-runners, a kind of skates 
suitable for fen-skating; fen-shake, the ague; 
fen-slodger, a name given to the Fen-men; fen- 
thrush (see quot.). Also Fen-Hoop, Frn-Man, 

1688 Rowtanp Mozfet's Theat. Ins.957 Our Countreymen 
that live about the Fens have invented a... *Fen-canopy .. 
made of .. Cowes dung .. with the smell and juice whereof 
the Gnats being very much taken. .let them sleep quietly in 
their beds. 1880 W. Cornwail Gloss., *Fencock, the water- 
rail. 1678 Lirrteton Lat. Dict., A *Yen-cricket, g7ydlo- 
talpa. 1733 Cuambers Cycl. Supp., Fen-cricket, a name 
given by some people to the gryllotalpa. 1772 J. Linp 
(title), A Treatise on the Putrid and Remitting *Fen Fever. 











; FENCE. 


1814-5 SHELLEY ‘ The cold earth’ iii, As a *fenfire’s beam 
on a sluggish stream, Gleams dimly. 18.. SwinBuRNE 
Athens, Mocked as whom the fen-fire leads. 1606 SYLVESTER 
Du Bartas u. iv. u. Magnif. 426 The wilde *Fen-goose. 
1766 PENNANT Zool, (1776. 4°) IL. 482 Grey Lag, the Fen- 
Goose of Lister. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 147 
Fen, or Marsh, goose. a 1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia, *Fen- 
nightingale, a frog. 1868 W. H. WHeeL_er Fens S. Lin- 
colush. 69 Nor must the mention of the fen nightingales or 
frogs be omitted. 1886 S. W. Linc. Gloss, *Fen-oaks, 
willows. 1844 Camp of Refuge I. 10 It was a *fen-pole, 
such .. as our fenners yet use, 1865 W. Whiter Z. Eng. II. 
172 The common lands are under the charge of ‘*fen-reeves’. 
1873 Kincs.try Plays § Puritans 76 How merrily their long 
*fen-runners whistled along the ice-lane. 1794 G. ADAMS 
Nat. §& Exp. Philos. 1. ix. 350 What they [imported Irish 
reapers] call the *“fen-shake. 1856 P. THompson /7s¢. 
Boston 644 The Fenmen .. were a century later known as 
Slodgers or *Fen-Slodgers. 1893 Barinc Goutp Cheap 
Fack Zita \. 57 Sons or grandsons of half-wild fen-slodgers. 
1854 Baker Gloss. Northampton 1. 226 *len-thrush, the 
missel-thrush, 7sxdus viscivorus, 1885 Swainson Prov. 
Names Birds 2 Missel Thrush (Turdus visctvorus).. Fen 


Thrush (Northants). 

Fen (fen), 56.2 dial. [OE. fyne mildew; the 
mod. form (with e for OE. y) is Kentish; cf. 
Fenny @.2, VINEWED.] A mould or parasitical 


fungus that attacks the hop-plant. 

1731 S. Hates Stat. Ess. J. 33 Hops were all infected with 
mold or fen. 1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agric. (1807) II. 
249 The mould or fen mostly occurs at a somewhat later 
period. 1842 Jounnson Harmer’s Encycl., Hen, the name of 
a distemper to which hops are subject. It consists of a 
quick-growing mould or moss, 


| Fen, 53.3 [ex, in L. version of Avicenna, 
ad. Arab. o Jann species, class.] A section in 


Avicenna’s Canon, 

¢1386 Cuaucer Parad. T. 562, I suppose that Avycen Wrot 
never in canoun, ne in non fen Mo wonder sorwes. 1541 R. 
CopLann Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. Q iij, Sayth Auycen in 
his fyrste fen of the fyrste boke of his Canon, 

+ Fen, v.! Obs. rare. [2 f. OF. fren dung (see 
Fients) ; but cf. Fun sd.1 2, 

The word occurs several times on the page, always in the 
form _/exon (inf, and 3 pers. pl.).] 

intr. Of certain animals: To void dung. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans F ija, All bestis that bere talow and 
stonde vpright Femayen when thay do so say as I the kenne 
And all oder fenon that rowken downe thenne. 

Fen (fen), v.2 Also fain. [Usually taken to be 
a corruption of FenD v.] ‘vans. To forbid. Only 
in ‘ Fen (larks, ete.) !’, a prohibitory exclamation, 
used chiefly by boys at marbles, etc., in order to 
balk, bar, or prevent some action on the part of 


another. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words 125 Fen slips over again, 1852 
Dickens Bleak Ho. xvi, ‘I'm fly’, says Jo. ‘ But fen larks, 
you know ! Stow hooking it’, 1864 Barttetr Dict. Amer, 
‘Fen play’, I forbid you to play. 1888 Berksh, Gloss. s.v. 
Ven, If one player says ‘ven knuckledown’ this means that 
his opponent must shoot his marble without resting his hand 
on the ground, 

+ Fenage. vare—'. [a. OF. fenage, f. fener 
to make hay :—late L, fenare, f. L. feniwm hay.] 
Hay crop. 

1610 W. Forkincnam Art of Survey 1. x. 25 The sowing 
of the seede of Trefoyle .. doth much inrich Meddowes .. 
both in Forrage and Fenage. 

Fenaunce, obs. form of FINANCE. 

+Fenbrede. 0s. rare. [perh. f. Fmn sb.1+ 
Breb, board.] =Mould-board. 

1523 Firzners. Hush. § 3 The fenbrede is a thyn borde, 
pynned or nayled .. to the lyft syde of the shethe in the 
ferther ende, and to the ploughe tayle in the hynder ende. 

Fence, s. Also 4 fens, 6 fenst. [aphet. f. 
of DEFENCE. ] 

+1. The action of defending ; =Drrrencr. Also, 
the attitude of self-defence ; in Zo stand at fence. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 8638 Pen Octa 
studied in his bought: To stonde to fens auailled nought. 
1375 Barsour Bruce xx. 384 That for default of fenss so was 
To-fruschit in-to placis ser. ¢1430 Syr Tryam. 551 He 
stode at fence ageyne them. a1400-50 Alexander 4753 
For nouthire fondis he to flee ne na fens made. c¢1500 
Felon Sowe Rokeby in Whitaker Craven (1878) 569 Yet, for 
the fence that he colde make, Scho strake yt fro his hande. 

+b. Cap of fence: see Cap sh. 4. Coat of fence: 
see Coatsd, 5. So Doudblet of fence: see DOUBLET. 
Flouse of fence: a fortified house. Aan of fence: 
a defender. Ods. 


¢1428 WyNntTouN Cron. 1x, xxi. 12 De Hous of fens of Dal- 
wolsy. 1463 Afaun. & Househ, Exp, (1841) 158 Ffusten. .ffor 
to make doblettys off ffence. c1470 Henry /Vaddace v. 1095 
No man of fens is left that house within. 1488 /V/2//of Sharne- 
bourne (Somerset Ho.), Doblette of fence. 1514 Wl of 
R. Peke of Wha. 4 June, All my cottes of fense of manse 
body. 1555 Reg. Gild Corp, Christi York (Surtees) 202 
My coote of fenst, and steele cappe. 1664 /lodden P.1. 5 
Each house of fence to fortify. ; 

2. The action, practice, or art of fencing, or use 
of the sword. Zo make fence: to assume a fencing 
attitude. Also, Master, teacher of fence. 

1533 Upati Mlowres Latine Speaking (1560) 133 Disciplina 
gladiatoria, is..the waie of trainyng men in. .the schooles 
that maisters of fence keepe. 1535 in W. H. Turner Sedect. 
Rec. Oxford 131 Dennys, a poore scholler and a teacher of 
fence. 1899 SHAKS. Much Ado v.i. 75 Ile proue it on his 
body .. Despight his nice fence. 1651 Hoppers Levia‘h. 1. 
y. 22 Trusting to the false rules of a master of Fence. 18287 
Scorr /. MZ, Perth iv, A man must know his fence, or have 


FENCE. 


a short lease of his life. 1831 Zxaminer 17/2 He will point 
his sword at shadows, and make fence at your cat. 1855 
Macautay /fist. Eng. 1V. 459 A man of .. consummate skill 
infence, 1863 Mrs. C. Crarke Shaks. Char. iii. 87 Osric.. 
comes to announce..the wager at fence with Laertes. 


b. transf. 


1634 Mitton Cows 790 Enjoy your ,, gay rhetoric, That 
hath so well been taught her dazzling fence. 1862 MERIVALE 
Rom. Emp. (1865) V. xliv. 254 Fence of tongue was the 
weapon with which they were to maintain .. their honour. 
1871 BLackie Four Phases i. 79 The Sophists were cunning 
masters of fence, 1883 Contemp. Rev. June 871 That shrewd 
critic and experienced professor of Parliamentary fence. 


+3. Means or method of defence; protection, 


security. Ods, 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 155/1 Fence, defence fro enmyes, 
proteccio, defensio, 1865 JewEL Repl. Harding 550 It is 
thought to be the surest fence, & strongest warde for that 
Religion, that they should be keapte stil in ignorance. 1627 
May Lucan 11. 408 His choisest buildings were but fence 
for cold. 1691 T. H{ate] Acc. New /nvent. 39 To deliver 
up his Majesty’s Ships to the... Worm ..wholly unprovided 
of any Fence against them, 1745 De Moe's Eng. Tradesman 
(1841) I. ix. 67 Employment is said to be the best fence 
against temptation. 1756 Nucent Montesguien’s Spir. 
Laws (1758) I. x1. ii. 261 The subject has no fence to secure 
his innocence. 

Proverb, 1674 N. Farrrax Bulk § Selv. 98, I dare be bold 
tosay, "Tis such a flail as there can ne’re be fence for. 1730 
Swiet Poems, On Stephen Duck 115 The Proverb says} io 
Fence against a Flail. 

4. concr. That which serves as a defence, 

+a. Of persons: A bulwark, defence. Ods. 
c1400 Destr. Troy 7363 He was fully the fens .. Of all the 
tulkes of Troy. 1552 Godly Prayers in Liturg. Serv,Q. 
Eliz. (1847) 248 O Lord Jesus Christ, the only stay and 
fence of our mortal state. 
b. Of things: A defence, bulwark. arch. (now 

with mixture of sense 5). 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 155/1 Fence, or defence of closynge 
(clothynge, P.). 1548 Upatt, etc. Erasm, Par. Luke x. 4, 
I send you forth naked, wythout weapon or fense, 1671 
Grew Anat, Plants (1682) 1, ii. 17 The Skin is the Fence of 
the Cortical Body. 1697 DrvpEN Virg. Georg. 11. 483 A hilly 
Heap of Stones above to lay, And press the Plants with 
Sherds of Potters Clay. This Fence against immod’rate 
Rain they found. 1700 S. L. tr. Hryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 183 
[The river] is a mighty Fence to the City Odia. 1727 Swirt 
Gulliver Ww. iv. 278 My whole body wanted a fence against 
heat and cold. 1814 Scorr Ld. of /sles ut. xix, Deer-hides 
o’er them cast, Made a rude fence against the blast. 1838 
Tuirtwatt Greece II, 278 They hastily formed a high fence 
out of the wrecks round the fleet. 

Jig. 1732 Lepiarp Sethos II, Strangers would not believe 
there was a sufficient fence against crimes, 1860 Pusey 
Min. Proph., 311 They sin, who first remove the skin .. or 
outward tender fences of God’s graces. 

+e. spec. The tusk of an elephant (=Fr. défense). 

Also, the involucre of a flower. Ods. 

1727 Philip Quaril 219 The Fences of an Elephant, and the 
Tusks of a wild Boar. 1776 Witnerine Brit. Plants (1796) 
II. 171 Involucrum, or fence, 2 leafits .. to each floret. 

5. An enclosure or barrier (e.g. a hedge, wall, 
railing, palisade, etc.) along the boundary of a 
field, park, yard or any place which it is desired 
to defend from intruders. Swnk fence: one placed 
along the bottom of a depression in the ground ; 
sometimes applied to a ditch. Often preceded by 
a qualifying word, as: gun-, pale-, quick-, ring-, 
snake-, wire-, etc. fence, for which see those words. 

1512 Nottingham Rec. 111. 340 Owre fense be twixe our 
medo and Wilforth Pastur. 1870 Levins Manip. 63/16 
A Fence, vadlum. 1611 Bis_E Ps, Ixii. 3 As a bowing wall 
shall ye be, and as a tottering fence. 1697 Drypen Ainciad 
1x. 457 The famished lion. . O’erleaps the fences of the nightly 
fold. 1711 Appison Sfect. No 56 P3 This huge Thicket of 
Thorns and Brakes was designed as a kind of Fence or 
quick-set Hedge, 1767 A. Younc Marmer's Lett. People 62 
‘They .. keep their fences in admirable repair. 1786 Gitpin 
Obs. Pict. Beauty Cumbrid, 1. 136 The lake performing 
the office of a sunk fence. 1832 Act 2-3 Will. IV, c. 64 
Sched. O. 1648 That point in a stone fence which is imme- 
diately opposite a..pool. 1832 Hr. Martineau /7eland i, 2 
A turf bank, was the best kind of fence used, 189r Epcr in 
Law Times XC. 395/1 An ordinary fence, consisting of a 
ditch and a bank. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1639 Futter Holy War 1, iii. (1840) 4 When the fence of 
order was broken. x69r Hartcurre Virtues 105 Those 
who have broken through all the Fences of Law. 1712-4 
Pore Rape Lock u. 119 Oft have we known that seven-fold 
fence [petticoats] to fail. 1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) V. 
xx. 250 To throw down all fences of the constitution. 1820 
Lams Lira Ser. 1. Christ's Hosf., Breaking down the strong 
fences of shame, and awkwardness. 

ce. Phrases: chiefly U.S. (Zo stand or sit) on or 
upon the fence: (to be) undecided in opinion, or 
neutral in action. (Zo de) on a person’s, the other 
side of the fence: (to be) on his side, on the side 
opposed to him. Zo descend on the right side of 
the fence: to take the side of the winner. Zo put 
one’s horse at a fence: to spur him on to leap it. 

To make a Virginia fence : ‘to walk like a drunken 
man’ (Lowell Biglow Papers Introd.). 

1745 FRANKLIN Drinker’s Dict, Wks.1887 II. 26 He makes 
a Virginia Fence. 1848 Lowett Biglow P. Poems 1890 II. 
82 A man represents Not the fellers that sent him, but them 
on the fence, 1862 /did. 287, I mean a kin’ o’ hangin’ roun’ 
an’ settin’ on the fence. 1852 Mrs. Srowe Uncle Tom’s C. vi, 
It’s allers best to stand missis’s side the fence. 186 
Hottann Lett. Yoneses v. 80 Any man who would stand 
upon the fence, 1887 A, Lanc Myth, Ritual § Relig. I. 
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350 Mr. Morgan... puts his hobby at its highest fence. 1891 
Savispury in Guardian 28 Jan, 158/2 They gently descended 
on the wight side of the fence. 
6. Technical uses. 
a. A guard, guide, or gauge designed to regulate 
the movements of a tool or machine. 


1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 72 The Fence of the Plow [a’ 


grooving-plane] is set to that Distance off the Iron-Plate of 
the Plow, that you intend the Groove shall lie off the edge 
of the Board, /dzd.79 The Handle should on either side 
become a Fence to the Tongue. bid. 90 These Nails are 
..to serve for Fences to set, and fit each piece into its proper 
place. 1823 P. Nicnorson Pract, Build, 222 Fence of a 
Plane.—A guard, which obliges it to work to a certain 
horizontal breadth from the arris, 1872 J. Ricuarps Wood- 
working Machinery 185 A long strip or fence passing 
behind as well as in front of the saw. 
b. (See quots.) 

1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fence, the arm of the 
hammer-spring of a gun-lock. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 
I. 1835/2 Fence (locks), an arm or protection which enters 
the gates of the tumblers when they are adjusted in proper 
position and coincidence. 

e. A ferrule. rare. 

1862 Borrow Witt Wales 1. 231 A thin polished black 
stick..at the end was a brass fence. h 

7. A state of prohibition. vare exc. attrib.; cf. 


Jence-date, -month, -season, -time in 11. 
1874 Stusps Const. Hist. I. xii. 537 [By the Great Charter] 
all rivers placed in fence [L. z defenso] are thrown open. 


8. Thzeves’ slang. a. A receiver of stolen goods, 
az17zoo in B. E. Dict. Cant, Crew. 1708 J. Hatt Memz., 
The fence and he are like the devil and the doctor. 1812 
Sporting Mag. XX XIX. 209 Habberfield..was considered 
the safest fence about town. 1838 Dickens O. Twist xiii, 
Ill-treating the boys, you. .in-sa-ti-a-ble old fence, 
b. A receiving house for stolen goods, 

1847 [llust. Lond. News 22 May 232 The keeper of the 
‘fence’ loves to set up in business there. 1848 Punch 
XIV. 149 Let M. Galignani rejoice ; and let his Bibliothéque 
.. Still remain the greatest literary ‘fence ‘in Europe. 1863 
W. B. Jerrotp Sven. Distress iil. 26 The slums of London 
—the fences and padding-kens. 

9. Sc. Law. [from the vb.] The action of fencing 
in various senses. Cf. FENCE v. 8. 

1541 Burgh Rec. Prestwick 2 June (1834) 57 For pe losen 
of ane fens maid be pe said Allext. apoun ane wob of Jonat 
Hunter. ¢1575 Batrour Practicks 273 The affirmatioun 
and fence of the court, that na man tak speach upon hand.. 
except the persewar and defender. 

10. atirzb. and Comb. General relations: a. ap- 
positive (sense 5), as fence-wall. b. attributive 
(sense 2), as fence-school; (sense 4b), as | /fence- 
Jabric; (sense 5), as fence-corner, -post. 

1876 Daily News 5 Oct. 6/1 He sallies from his siesta in a 
*fence corner. 1609 HoLtanp Asm. Marcell. xxix. ix. 253 
The *Fence-fabrickes and all devices else requisite for a 
siege, were in readinesse. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 836/x 
A device. .used for driving *fence-posts. 1885 H. C. M¢Coox 
Tenants of Old Farm 196, I was standing by a fence-post. 
1598 Barret Theor. Warr's 1. i. 7 As one that vseth often 
the *Fence-schooles. 1642 Futter Holy & Prof. St. 1. x. 
285 He was diligent in..beating down .. the Manicheans, 
in whose Fence-school he was formerly brought up. 1823 
P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 338 *Fence-Wall—A wall used 
to prevent the encroachment of men or animals, 


ll. Special comb.: fence-guards (see quot.) ; 
fence-jack (see quot.); fence-lizard (see quot.) ; 
+fence-man, a gladiator; fence-month, (a) 
originally the time of fawning for deer, a period of 
about 30 days at the end of June and beginning of 
July, during which hunting was forbidden; (0) 
more broadly; the close season for fishing, etc., 
during the time of breeding, not always being re- 
stricted to one month ; fence-play, + (@) a gladia- 
torial combat; (2) ¢ransf. discussion; + fence- 
roof, a roof for defence = L. zestudo ; fence-season, 
fence-time, a close season or time for fish, swans, 
etc. (see fence-month) ; fence-shop, a shop at 
which stolen goods are sold; fence-viewer, ( U.S.) 
an officer whose duty it is to see to the erection and 
maintenance of boundary and highway fences. 


1883 W. S. Grestey Gloss, Coal Mining, *Fence-guards, 
rails fixed round the mouth of a pit-shaft, to keep people 
and things from falling in. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I, 
836/1 *Mence-sack, a lever jack adapted for lifting the corner 
or lock of a worm-fence in order to lay in a new bottom-rail. 
1889 Century Dict., *Fence-lizard, the common small lizard 
or swift of the United States. 1553 GriMALDE Cicero's Offices 
11, (1558) 98 With hired *fencemen he suppressed all Publius 
Clodius attempts, 1580 HotLyBanp Treas. Fy. Tong, Gladi- 
ateur ..amaister of Fence, a fence man. 1594 Crompron 
Jurisdiction 197 *Fence moneth is alwaies xv daies afore 
Midsomer and xv daies after. 1766 PeNnNantT Zool. (1769) III. 
245 There is no law for preserving the fish in it during the 
fence months, 1855 Doran Queens Eng. Ho. Hanover 11. 
vii. 117 The bucks were denied, and he himself once shut 
out, on pretence it was fence month. 1580 Nortu Plutarch 
(1676) 434 Games .. Wrestlings, and *Fence-playes. 1878 
BrowninG La Saistaz 25 Passing lightlyin review. .acertain 
fence-play-strife. 1609 HoLttanp A mm. Marcell. xxix. xiv. 

72 The Romans .. fitted their shields close one to another 
in manner of a “fence-roufe. 1880 T7ises 21 Dec. 6/4 To 
stop.. the alleged traffic of salmon during the ‘close’ or 
**fence’ season. ae G. Parker Life’s Painter xv. 153 
In Field-lane, where the handkerchiefs are carried, there are 
a number of shops called *Fence-shops, where you may 
buy any number, 1546 Pluspton Corr. 251 Ye shall come 
no time wrong, “fence-time then other. 1584 in Binnell 
Descr. Thames (1758) 63 Fence ..'Times, in which these 
Fishes are not to be taken, 1886 ¥. Hopkins’ Univ. Stud. 


FENCE. 


IV. 20 In 1647, *fence viewers were appointed, by whom.. 
every new building had to be approved. 
Fence (fens), v. Also 5-6 fens(e. [f. the sb.] 
1. zntr. a. To practise the use of the foil or 
sword. b. To use the sword scientifically either 


for offence or defence. 

1598 SHAKS. Merry W. u. iii. 14 Alas sir, I cannot fence. 
1684 R. H. School Recreat. 57 Defending your self from the 
Thrusts or Blows of those you Fence with. 1737 Frecpinc 
Hist, Reg. 1. Wks. 1882 X. 225, I do a warrior! I never 
learnt tofence. 1779 SHERIDAN Critic 1, Wks, 1873 II. 18 
Captain, thou hast fenced well! 1829 Lytron Disowned 
147, I hope you both fence and shoot well. 

¢e. transf. of animals. 

1697 DrypvEeNn Virg. Georg. 11. 343 The bellowing Rivals.. 
fence, they push, and pushing loudly roar. 

d. fig. Frequently of a witness: Zo fence with 
(rarely trans. ¢o fence), to parry, try to evade 
(a question). 

1665 Boyie Occas. Refi. 1. vi. (1845) 158 He rather fences 
with sin. 1677 YARRANTON Zig, ry daae The Friends .. 
fence to get all the Estate. 1855 MotLey Dutch Rep. (1864) 
I. 151 For several months .. diplomatists fenced among 
themselves. 1865 CARLYLE Fredk. Gt. VI. xx. iii. 47 Seldom 
in the Arena of this Universe did a Son of Adam fence 
better for himself, 1880 KinGLaKe Crimea VI. v. 175 ‘The 
gallant French .. could only fence with an evil so great. 
1887 Jessore Arcady vi. 181 ‘The question he seemed dis- 
posed to fence with. 1890 Standard 22 Feb. 5/2 The 
Chairman. .ought..to be able to overcome the tendency to 
‘fence’ awkward questions. 

2. trans. (Const. against, from.) 'To screen, 


shield, protect: a. the body, or a part of it. J 
1549 OLDE Erasm. Par. 2 Cor. vi. 7 On euery syde surely 
fensed with the armoure of iustice. 158x MuLcAsTER 
Positions xxvii. (1887) 106 The arme in this [arm ball] is 
fensed with a wooden brace. 1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary 
(1625) 139 His pined corps, whom furres must fence from the 
least blast of cold. 1611 Bisie 2 Saw. xxiii. 7 The man .. 
must be fenced with yron. 1650 FuLLER P/sgah t. v. 11 All 
fishes in armour fenced with shels. 1691 Ray Creation 11. 
(2704) 378 The extremities of their Toes were fenc’d with 
Hoofs. 1826 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. ut. (1863) 249 
Running down the street with an umbrella. .to fence their 
lodger.. from the.. shower. 1876 BLackmore Criffs v. 

(1877) 27 With one hand fencing her forehead. 
b. a building, locality, esp. from weather or wind. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 1, (1586) 12 b, I lay my 
corne upon a fayre floore, closely fenced and seeled against 
Mise. 1600 Hak tuyt Voy. (1810) III. 360 We rode at anker 
in a place well fenced from the wind. 1650 FULLER Pisgah 
11. 60 [Jordan] is fenced by its own breadth and depth 
against all Passengers. 1705 Appison /¢aly 7 A spacious 
Harbour..Fenc’d to the West. 1756-7 tr. Keysler’s Trav. 
(1760) IV. 5 This city is fenced from the violence of the 
waves by several small islands. 1810 Scorr Lady of L.1. 
xxvi, Moss.. and leaves combined To fence each crevice 
from the wind. 1841 James Brigand ii, The kitchen was 
well fenced from the wind and rain, | 

c. gen. in material or immaterial sense. 

cxrsro More Picus Wks. 8/1 Fensyng my selfe with the 
crucifixe. 1553 IT. Witson Rhet. 57 Every creature livyng 
should fense it self against outward violence. 1593 SHAKS. 
3 Hen. VI, 11. vi. 75 Where’s Captaine Margaret, to fence 
you now? 1602 Futsecke Pandectes 16 By the continuall 
practise of nations .. the right of Primogeniture .. is fenced, 
supported and defended. 1639 Futter //oly War ut. iii. 
(1840) 119 Fencing his former villanies by committing new 
ones, 1681-6 J. Scorr Chr. Life (1747) III. 378 Another of 
those Ministries .. is to fence .. its Peace. 1692 tr. M/7/ton’s 
Def. Pop. Wks. 1738 1. 460 We may fence ourselves against 
the latter [open enemies]. 1850 BLrackiz “schylus 11. 160 
Fence every gate with valiant-hearted men. 1884 ‘l'ENNYSON 
Bechet 143 He fenced his royal promise with an 7/ 

+ 3. trans. To equip for defence. Ods. 

1s99 Haxcuyr Voy. Il. 1. 131 A ship .. well fensed with 
munitions, 

+4. zntr. To set up a defence agaznst; to provide 


protection agazzst. Obs. 

1676 Tempe Let, to Sir E, Dearing Wks. 1731 Il. 357, 
I made use of this Circumstance to fence against this 
Resolution of the States, 1691 Ray Creation 1. (1692) 140 
Feathers very thick set upon their Breasts .. to fence against 
the cold of the water. 1702 A. Cuartetr in Pepys’ Diary 
VI. 246 The relapse of which I must fence against. 1709 
Swirt Adv, Relig. Wks. (1778) Il. 82 The common prudence 
of mankind .. is in no sort able to fence against them. 1759 
Srerne Ty. Shandy I. Ded. Epist., I live in a constant 
endeavour to fence against the infirmities of ill health, 

5. trans. To keep out, ward off, repel. Said 
both of persons and things. Also ¢o fence off, 
out. Often with mixture of sense 6. arch. 

@ 1592 GREENE Poems, Shepherd's Ode 66 A cloak of grey 
fenc'd the rain. 1639 FuLter Holy War 1. ix. 14 ‘The 
Bosporus was too narrow a ditch..to fense the Pagans out 
of West Christendome. 1643 Burroucues 2.x, Hosea viii, 
(1652) 285 They fenced off thy word as with a shield. cx1710 
C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 130 These high banks are made to 
. .ffence out y® water. 1725 Dr For Voy. round World (1840) 
327 They had..no bows to fence off the waves. 1742 SHEN- 
STONE Schoolmistr.65 A russet kirtle fenc’d the nipping air, 
1785 PaLey Moral Phil, (1818) II. 342 Government is well 
warranted in fencing out the whole sect from situations of 
trust and power. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. xix, A cup of sack 
shall fence the cold. 


6. trans, To surround with or as with a fence (see 


Fnnce sd. 4, 5); to enclose, fortify, protect. 

1435 Nottingham Rec. 11. 355 Thay to fens it [Est Croft] 
ham selfe at thayre awne coste. 1494 FAsyan Chron. vil. 
466 Y° Englysshe hoste..was myghtely fensyd with wood 
and tryes. 1535 CoverDALE Ezek, xxxvi. 35 The .. broken 
downe cities, are now stronge and fensed agayne. 1583 
Stanynurst 4nezs u. (Arb.) 54 Whate forte were best to 
be fenced? 16x1 Bipte /sa. v, 2 Hee fenced it, and gathered 


FENCE. 


out the stones thereof. 1631 T. May tr. Barclay’s Mirrour 
of Mindes ii. 39 The lands of priuate men .. were fenced 
with ditches. 1650 FuLLER Psgah ut. ii, 317 The roofs 
were flat and fenced with battlements. 1719 De For 
Crusoe (1840) I. x. 173 Well fenced either with hedge or 
pale. 1793 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts IV. 4 Which are 
all fenced with a good stone wall. 1832 Lytton Exgene A. 
1.i. 3 The greater part of them fenced also from the un- 
frequented road a little spot. 

absol, 1892 Midland News 4 Mar. 6 We must fence 
more, and we shall be. .independent of herds. 

Jig. 1683 Burnet tr. Wfore’s Utopia (1685) 110 The Minds 
of the Utopians, when fenced with a Love for Learning. 
1763-5 CHURCHILL Poems, Conference, Thy writings so well 
fenc’'d in Law. 1841 Myers Cath. Th. iv. § 26. 306 The 
Jews were .. fenced against communion with them. 1843 
H. Rocers Zss. (1860) III. 46 Vincentius .. takes care.. to 
fence his proposition with.. limitations. 1870 EMERSON 
Soc. §& Solit., Bks. Wks. (Bohn) III. 77 The men themselves 
were. .fenced by etiquette. 

b. with about, in, round, up. To fence off: to 
keep off by a fence. Also adsol. 

1535 CoveRDALE 2 Chrov. xiv. 7,Let vs buylde vp these 
Cities, and fense them rounde aboute with walles. 1611 
Biste Fod xix. 8 Hee hath fenced vp my way. 1615 G, 
Sanpys 7vav. 100 Which makes the countrey people to 
fence in those places. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1v. 697 On either 
side Acanthus..Fenc’d up the verdant wall. 1697 Damrier 
Voy. I. viii. 222 These leaves are fenced round with strong 
Prickles above an inch long. 1713 SreeLte Englishman 
No. 3.15 His Property is fenced about with Laws and 
Privileges. 1822 ‘B.Cornwatw’ Poenzs, Let. Boccaccio v, Her 
dwelling was Fenced round by trees. 1869 R. B. Smyru 
Goldfields of Victoria 610 Fencing in a Claim, making 
a drive round the boundaries of an alluvial claim to secure 
the wash-dirt. 1877 E. R. Conver Bas. Faith viii. 349 It will 
be difficult to fence in securely on the side of Pantheism. 

ce. To part off bya fence or fences, In quot. fig. 

1881 C. De Kay Visiox of Nimrod ii. 9 Nation I fenced 
from nation. 

+d. Of a thing: To serve as a fence for. Obs. 

1523 Firzuers, Husb. § 125 Yf it [thy dyche] be .v. fote 
brode [t]han it wolde..fence it selfe & the lower hedge wyll 
serue, 

7. intr, Of a horse: To leap a fence. 

1884 A. Watson in Longue. Mag. 11. 611 What he lacks 
in speed is .. compensated for by the cleverness with which 
hefences. 1891 Yield 7 Mar. 338/1 Harlequin and Fast Day 
went to the front ., the way they fenced was a treat to see. 

8. trans. (Sc. Law.) a. To open the proceedings 
of (the Parliament or a Court of Law) by the use 
of a form of words forbidding persons to interrupt 
or obstruct. the proceedings unnecessarily. 

1513-785 Diurn. Occurrents (Bannatyne Club)214 He post 
to William Pikis hous..and thair fensit the Parliament. 
c1565 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 199 The 
Queen. .stayed till the Parliament was fenced. 1609 SKENE 
Reg. Maj. 158 The Court sould be fensed. 1637 RuTHER- 
ForD Le(/¢. (1862) I. 198, I know not if this court kept within 
my soul be fenced in Christ’s name. 1663 SPALDING Tou. 
Chas, I (2792) 1. 191 The parliament is fenced. 1818 Scotr 
Hrt, Midl. xxi, ‘They wunna fence the court.’ 

b. To prohibit by law, edict, or proclamation. 

1596 Burgh Rec. Glasgow 6 Aug. (1876) I. 180 Bot to fens 
the same fra doing thairof. 

ce. To poind or arrest for debt. 

1570 Burgh Rec. Prestwick 20 Nov. (1834) 72 For this geyr 
. quhilk was fencet in his hand be Jhone Ondirwood officer. 

+d. Hence, Zo fence a band: to make a league 

(L. fertre fedus). Obs. rare. 

1533 BeLLeNDEN Livy 1. (1822) 4t Commandis you me to 
fens ane band with the Fader-Patrate of Albane pepill ? 

9. In the Scottish Presbyterian Churches: Zo 
fence the tables ; to deliver an exhortation calculated 
to deter unworthy persons from communicating. 

1709 W. Srewart (of Pardovan) Worship Ch. Scotd. 1. iv. 
140 He fenceth and openeth the Tables. 1833 /vaser's 
Mag. VIII, 406 The objufgation, or fencing the tables, was 
concluded. 1879 JAmirson Scof. Dict. s.v. Bicker-raid, 
A clergyman in fencing the tables at a sacrament, debarred 
all who had been guilty of [etc.]. 1882 [see DeBarration]. 

10. To close for hunting or fishing (a forest, 
river, etc.). 

1767 Buacksrone Cow. II. 39 The rivers that were fenced 
2-were directed to be laid open. 

+11. To keep in position by a gauge or guide. 
Cf. Fence sd. 6 a, Obs. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 90 Should you not thus Fence 
them..one piece being never so little out of its due Position, 
would drive the next piece more out. 

12. slang. a. To purchase or sell with guilty 
‘knowledge (stolen goods). Also adsol. 

1610 Row.anps Martin Mark-all C ij/2 To fence property 
(printed properly], to sell anything that is stolne. 1789 G. 
Parker Life's Painter 153 Fenced is disposing of anything 
stolen for a quarter of the value. 1819 J. H. Vaux Mew. 
I. xii, 141 He knew where to fence the book. 1840 Marryat 
Poor Fack xviii, Does old Nanny fence? 

b. To spend or lay out (money). 

axjoo B, KB. Dict, Cant. Crew, Fence, to Spend or Lay 
out. Hence his Hog, to Spend his Shilling. 1725 in Vez 
Cant. Dict. 

Fenced (fenst), #47. a. [f. prec. +-zp1.] In 
various senses of the vb. a. Furnished with de- 
fences, fortified. Now only in Biblical phraseology. 
b. Provided with a hedge or rail, railed off, en- 
closed. Zit.and fig. Also fenced in. ec. Se. Law. 
Poinded ; see FENCE v. 8 c. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 155/1 Fencyd, or defencyd, defensus, 
munitus, defensatus. 1535 COVERDALE Judith ili. 6 Holo- 
fernes .. conquered all stronge fensed cities, 1600 FatrFAx 
Tasso i, \xxv, In fensed towres bestowed is their graine. 
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1611 Bis_e 2 Kings xvii. g They built them high places .. 
from the tower of the watchmen, to the fenced city. 1637 
RutHerrorD Lett, (1862) I. 207 Fenced goods that ye can- 
not intromit with. 1746-7 Hervey JZedit. (1818) 203, | might 
have beheld our fenced. cities encompassed with armies. 
1853 Marspen Larly Purit. 77 The fenced enclosures of a 
university. 1853 Maurice Proph. § Kings xii, 198 He 
speaks. .of its villages and fenced cities, 

Fenceful (fensful), a. [f. FEnor sd.+-rFut.] 
Affording defence; protecting or shielding. 

1616 Cuarman Batvachom. (1858) 8 Their fenceful bucklers 
were The middle rounds of can’ sticks. 1729 SAvaGE 
Wanderer \. 194 [He] firms the conquest with his fenceful 
mound. x1978t G., West Education xlviii, High o’er his 
Head he held his fenceful Shield. 

Fenceless (fe'nslés), a. [f. as prec. +-LESS.] 

1. a, Without an enclosure or hedge; unenclosed, 
open. 

1587 Turserv. Zt. §& Sonnets (1837) 397 As plant shall 
proove upon the fencelesse land. 1649 Roperts Clavis Bi0/. 
432 Utterly to lay this vineyard waste, fencelesse, fruitlesse, 
1770 Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 307 Those fenceless fields the sons 
of wealth divide. 1887 R. Meeker in Harfer’s Mag. 
Apr. 725/2 The fenceless, treeless landscape of the steppe. 

b. Without a fortification ; unfortified. 

1740 C. Pirt 4neid xu. 789 Before him.. the fenceless 
city lay. a@1873 Lytron Pausanias 1. vi. (1878) 509 The 
fenceless villages of Sparta. 

2. Without means of defence ; defenceless. 

1594 Carew Tasso (1881) 60 Fencelesse my brest, why 
stay you it tocleaue? 1667 Mitton P. Z. x. 303 The Wall 
Immoveable of this now fenceless world. ¢1750 SHENSTONE 
Love & Hon. Wks. (2764) I. 327 On my fenceless head it’s 
phial’d wrath May fate exhaust. 1813 Scorr Rokeby 1. xvi, 
O’er my friend my cloak I threw, And fenceless faced the 
deadly dew. 1850 Bracke “schylus II. 254 The Greeks 
Our fenceless chiefs.. Mowed down. 

absol. 1887 Century Mag. July 334. Look what arms the 
fenceless wield, Frailest things have frailty’s shield ! 

Hence Fe‘ncelessness, lack of skill in fence 
(ods.); the condition of not being protected by a 
fence. 

1656 Trapp Comme. Matt. vii. 3 A general doctrine, not 
applied, is as a sword without an edge, not in itself, but to 
us, through our singular fencelessness. 1856 Ruskin Jod. 
Paint. II. ww. xiv. § 34 The fencelessness .. of the free 
virtue lead[s] to the loving. .order of eternal happiness. 

Fencelet (fenslet). rare. [f. FENCE sd. + -LET.] 
A small fence or hedge. 

1892 [ied 19 Mar. 396/1 A sort of second fencelet planted 
on the edge of the dyke. 

Fencer (fe‘nso1). [f. Fence v.+-zR1.] 

1. One who fences. a. One who fights, or prac- 
tises fencing with a foil or sword ; a swordsman. 

1581 Petrie Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 37 b, A fencer, 
who making at his enimies head, striketh him on the legge. 
1599 SHAks. Much Ado v. ii. 13 As blunt as the Fencers 
foiles, 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Cousc. u. ii. 1o9 Whether of 
the two is the better Fencer, 1712 STEELE SZect, No. 422 
?6 They do not thrust with the Skill of Fencers. 1809 
Rotanp fencing 39 There has been, even by good Fencers, 
some controversy respecting this parade. 1829 LytTon 
Devereux 1. iv, You are the best fencer in the school. 

+b. One who fences in public shows; a hired 
or professional swordsman. Oés. 

1572 Act 14 Eliz. c. 5 § 5 All Fencers..Comon Players in 
Enterludes, & minstrels, not belonging to any Baron. 1583 
FLeetwoop in Ellis Ovig, Lett. 1. Il. 292 One Dwelles, 
a fenser nere Cicell howse. 1601 SHaxs, wed. NV. i. iv. 
307 He has bin Fencer to the Sophy. 1603 Knoties H7st. 
Turks (1638) 158 He.. appointed certaine Ruffians and 
Fencers to watch her house. 

+e. A gladiator. Also fencer at the sharp. Obs. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay xxiii. 349 They had not made 
their wonted shewes of Fensers, 1632 Lr Grys tr. Vedleius 
Paterc. 225 Most magnificent shewes of fencers at the 
sharpe. 1637 R. Humpnrey tr. St. Ambrose 1. 137 The 
clamour of gamesters, the slaughter of fensers. 1693 Con- 
GREVE Fuvenal xi. 15 A man.. Able for arms ..’Mongst 
common Fencers, Practices the Trade, That End debasing, 
for which Arms were made. 

d. jig. 

a1680 Butter Rem. (1759) Il. 206 A Quibbler..is a 
Fencer of Language. @1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 
254 Here were a couple of fencers engaged in disputes. 

2. Austy, One employed in putting up fences. 

188: Mrs. C. Praep Policy § P. I. 241 ‘ Where is father ?’ 
..‘In the office settling with the fencers,’ 1892 Pad/ MallG. 
7 June 7/zt This shuts Kanakas out from the business of 
. Sawyers, splitters, fencers. 

3. A horse that jumps fences. Chiefly with pre- 
fixed adj., as a good, bold, etc. fencer. 

1852 R. S. Surrers Sfonge’s Sp. Tour xliv. 249 Don’t 
know that I ever rode a better fencer. 1876 Vorld No. 120, 
z2 Few areas. .require a bigger or bolder fencer. 

A. slang. (see quots.) 

a1joo B, E, Dict, Cant. Crew, Queere-cole-fencer, a 
Receiver and putter off [of] false Money. cx700 Steet Rob- 
beries Consider’d, Fencer, receiver of stolen goods, 

5. Comb., as fencer-like adj. ; + feneer-month = 
Sfence-month, 

1660 Fisuer Rustichk's Alarnt Wks. (1679) 208 Ye glory 
in your Fencer-like Faculties of Disputing, a@1700 B. E. 
Dict. Cant. Crew, Season of Beasts, a Hart or Buck begins 
at the end of Fencer-Month, . 

Hence Fenceress [ + -Ess], a female fencer. 

a166% Hotypay Fuvenal 93 What young face Caught 
Hippia thus? for which she chose disgrace, To be instil’d 
the fenceress ! 

+Fenche. 0és. Some part of thecarcase of adeer. 

e1560 J. Lacy Wyl Bucke his Testament a iij, The fenche 
rostid and y? filet,and noumbels rosted. 











FENCING. 


Fencible (fe'nsib’l), a. and sd. Forms: 4-6 
fensable, 5-6 fensabil(e, 5-7 fensible, (6 -ibill), 
y-fencible. [Short for defensab/e, DEFENSIBLE. | 

A. adj. 

1. Of a person: Capable of making defence; 
fit and liable to be called on for defensive military 
service. Chiefly Se. 

¢ 1325 Coer de L. 3296 For we have herinne Syxty thousand 
men fensable. ¢ 1475 Rauf Cotlz3ear 329 One thousand. .of 
fensabill men. 1535 STEwART Croz. Scot. II. 475 All other 
men commandit for to tak..That fensabill war. 1637-50 
Row Hist. Kirk, (1842) 519 The toune of Aberdeen wes 
charged, that all fensible persons appeare in their arms, 
1693 E. Hattey in Phil. Trans. XVII. 601 The whole 
Force this City can raise of Fencible Men, as the Scotch 
call them, is about gooo. 1756 /d7d. XLIX. 880 There can 
be no increase at all of our fencible men, 1820 Scorr 
Monast. xxxiv, Where is the roll of fencible men liable to 
do suit and service to the Halidome? 1837 CarLyLe F7. 
Rev. 1. v. iv, Let fencible men..keep watch and ward. 

2. Of arms and armour: Capable of being used 
for defence. Sc. 

a357z2 Knox Hist. Ref Wks. 1846 I. 87 The soldeouris 
caist from thame thaire pickis.. and utheris weaponis 
fensable. 18.. Aberdeen Reg. V. 20 (Jam.) To consider .. 
euery nychtbour quhay hes fensabil geir & vappynnis. _ 

3. Of a fortress, town, etc.: Capable of being 
defended ; strong, well-fortified. 

1s90 SreNsER /. Q. ut. x. 10 No fort so fensible .. But 
that continuall battery will rive. 1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 
132 A roade .. made very fensible with strong walls. 1632 
Litucow TJ vav. vi. 299 Houses, being Walled and fensible 
against the Arabs, a@ 1682 Sir J. Turner Mem, Battle of 
Preston, Baillie had..lodged the foot. .among very fencible 
enclosures. 1820 Scotr Monast. ix, This old tower of thine 
is fencible enough. : : ‘ 

b. transf. of a building: That is in good repair. 

1417 Surtees Misc. (1890) 13 Pat the foresayd Thomas 
make hys pryve fensilble als it awe to be. 

4. Such as will serve as a fence or enclosure. 

1799 J. Ropertson Agric. Perth 84 All fences .. must be 
left. .in a fencible condition. , 

5. The sb. used a¢trzd.: Belonging to the corps 
called Fenczbles. 

1795 Hist. Europe in Ann. Reg’ (1796) 50/2 The expences 
accompanying the fencible cavalry. 1804 WELLINGTON in 
Gurw. Desf, II. 642 To station the fencible battalion at 
Surat. 1844 Reeul. § Ord. Army 4 Officers of Fencible 
and Militia Regiments rank together. , 

B. sé. A soldier liable only for defensive service 
at home. Also, land-, river-, sea-fencible. 

1796 Sforting Mag. V11. 279 A military hero, whom the 
..tactics of the day denominate a fencible. 1803 G. Rose 
Diaries (1860) Il. 57 Captain Essington, commanding the 
Sea Fencibles at Dover. 1806 A. Duncan iVedson’s Fust, 12 
The river fencibles were stationed close to the entrance. 
1816 Scotr Azztig. xlv, ‘A’ the sea fencibles, and the land 
fencibles.. are on fit. 1837 Locxnarr Scott (1839) I. 
305 Captain in the Perthshire Fencibles. 1839 J. StevENSON 
Fusticiary Garland 75 A fencible I'll guard at home, 

+ Fencibly, adv. Obs. [f. prec. adj.+-Ly 2.] So 
as to be capable of being defended. 

1523 Lp. Berners Frvozss. I. ccix. 250 A square toure 
thick walled, and fensably furnisshed for the warre. 

Fencing (fensin), vJ/. 5d. [f. Fence v. + -1nG 1.] 
The action of the vb. FENCE. 

1. The action or art of using the sword scientific- 
ally as a weapon of offence or defence; the practice 
of this art with a blunted sword, foil, or stick. 

1s8r Mutcaster Posztions xviii. (1887) 79 Concerning 
fensing, or skill how to handle the weapon. 1642 FULLER 
Holy & Prof. St. ui. xiii. 185 Fencing is warre without anger. 
1735 Arsutunot & Porr Martin Scrib. vii. in Pope's Wks. 
(1741) II. 26 These ., could no more be learned alone than 
Fencing or Cudgel-playing. 1829 Lytron Deverew 1. iv, 
Fencing isanaccomplishment in which Gerald is very nearly 
my equal, 

Jig. 1608 SHAKS, Per. 1V. Vi. 62 Pray you, without any more 
virginal fencing. 1687 DrypEen Hind. § P. u. 33 After long 
fencing push’d against a wall, Your salvo comes, that he’s 
not there at all. 1849 Heirs /riends in C. (1854) Il. 9 
There is skilful fencing even in your talk. 1876 !REEMAN 
Norm. Cong. V. xxiii. 117 A piece of diplomatic fencing. 

4] In wider sense: (see quot.) 

1692 O. Warker Histor. [dustr. x58 Fencing, Pugilatus, 
was fighting with Fists. ? 

2. The action of protecting, or of setting up a 
defence against (evil). *+ Also quasi-concr. Means 
of defence (obs.). 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. x.27 In sawtyng or fensyng 
of a forteresse a slynge is good. a@1661 FuLLER Worthies 
(1840) I. ii. 4 Providence having given men hands.. all 
clothing and fencing is..bestowed upon him. 1668 CuL- 
PEPPER & Core Barthol. Anat. 1. i.88 The more noble 
parts require great fencing. 1761 Hume Hzst. Lng. I. 
xxxvii, 308 The fencing against the pains and infirmities 
under which he laboured occupied a great part of his time. 

8. The action of putting up fences or enclosing 
with a fence or protection ; also fencing 77. 

1628 Br. Hat Seviz. Wks. 1634 II. 32x All this provision 
of.. Fencing, Stoning, Planting, were nothing without acon- 
tinuall over-sight, 31719 De For Crusoe (1840) L. xvi. 274, 
I went on with my..planting and fencing. 1817-8 CopBEeTY 
Resid. U.S. (1822) 107 Fencing .. presses itself upon the 
attention of the.. Farmer. 1892 Locxwoop Dict. Mech. 
Engin., Fencing In,—The enclosure of machinery. . Fencing 
in is compulsory. My 

b. concr. An enclosure or railing; fences col- 
lectively ; sometimes preceded by some qualifying 
word, as vail-, stone-, wire-fencing. Also the 
materials of fences for farms (U.S.). 
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1585 R. Browne Answ. Cartwright 44 Let [him].. 
shewe..an_ orcharde .. without .. some safe inclosing or 
fencing. 1857 Ruskin Elem. Drawing 326 A decayed 
fragment or two of fencing fill the gaps in the bank. 1881 
Encycl. Brit, (ed. 9) X11. 190/1 For .. Sussex, where .. the 
fencing for the most part [is] what is called cramped. 


4. The action of leaping a fence. 

1827 Sporting Mag, XX. 203 With our first fox we had 
some very severe fencing. 1861 WayTE-MeLviL_e Akt. Har- 
borough 275 When hounds run best pace, horses have not 
wind for extraordinary exertions in the matter of fencing. 

5. Sc. The opening of a Parliament or Court of 
Justice with the prescribed formula denouncing 
penalties against disturbers, Cf. FENCE v. 8. 

1708 Proclam.in Lond. Gaz. No. 4464/4 Our Proclamation 
to be..read in Open Court immediately after Fencing 
thereof. 1752 J. Lourntan Form of Process (ed. 2) 232 
That ye-.be present at the said Justice-court, before the 
down-sitting and fencing thereof. 


6. slang. The action or habit of receiving or 


dealing in stolen goods. 

185r Maynew Lond. Labour I. 235 Their ‘fencing’... 
does not extend to any plate. 1880 Standard 12 Apr. 5/2 
Receiving stolen property, or ‘fencing’. .is largely practised 
in London. 

7. attrib. and Comd., (sense 1), as fencing-foils, 
-grace, -hall, -master, -match, -school, -skill, etc. ; 
(sense 3), as fencing-branch, -wire ; also, fencing- 
cully, areceiver andstorer ofstolen goods; fencing- 
gauge (see quot.) ; fencing-ken or -repository, a 
storing place for stolen goods ; fencing-machine, 
a machine for shaping, fitting and finishing posts, 
rails, etc. for fences (Cent. Dict.) ; fencing-nail 
(see quot.). 

1669 WortIpGE Syst, Agric. (1681) 101 The Black-Thorn 
[etce.].. yield a very good *Fencing-branch. a@z7oo B. E. 
Dict. Cant. Crew, *Fencing Cully, a Broker, or Receiver 
of Stolen goods. 1829 Lytton Devereux u. i, A table 
was covered with books, a couple of *fencing-foils .. and 
.. letters. 1874 Knicur Dict. ALech. 1.836/1 *Fencing-gage, 
an implement to space and hold boards against a post 
while nailing them. 1597 SHaks. 2 Hen. [V, 1. i, 206 This 
is the right *Fencing grace..tap for tap, and so part faire. 
1601 Hottanp Pliny I. 434 Our common *fencing-halls, 
and places of publick exercises. a@1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. 
Crew, * Fencing-ken, the Magazine. .where Stolen goods are 
secured. a@1648 Lp. Hersert Life (1870) 34 The good 
*fencing-masters. .present a foyle or fleuret to their scholars, 
1779 SHERIDAN Critic u. ii, As smart as hits in a *fencing- 
match. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 836/1 *Fencing- 
nail, a heavy nail of its class adapted for fastening on 
fencing-boards. 1812 Sporting Mag. XX XIX. 209 A con- 
yenient *fencing repository. 1637 Naspes Aficrocosm. 1, 
I was bred up in Mars his *Fencing-schoole. 1712 BuDGELL 
Spect. No. 539 P 1 Like him who comes into a fencing-school 
to pick a quarrel. 

Fendi (fend), sd. Sc. and dal. [f. next vb.] 

1. A shift or effort which one makes for oneself. 
To make a fend; to make a venture. 

a1724 Borrowstoun Mous in Ramsay Evergreen 1. 144 
Scho maid an easy Fen. 1794 Burns Zawe Glen ii, I’m 
thinking, wi’ sic a braw fallow, In poortith I might mak 
a fen’. a1810 TaNNAnILL Poems (1846) 25, I think, through 
life I'll make a canny fen’, Wi hurcheon Nancy. 1824 
Scotr St, Roxan’s xx, Out I wad be, and out John Bowler 
gat me, but wi’ nae sma fight and fend. 1855 Ropinson 
Whitby Gloss., ‘They make a good fend for a living.’ 1877 
Holderness Gloss., ‘He disn’t seem to mak a bit o’ fend.’ 


2. Activity in making shifts for oneself, energy, 

1788 Marsuatt Vorksh. Gloss., Fend, activity, manage- 
ment, assiduity, prowess. 1876 Whitby Gloss, 

3. Provisions, fare. 

1804 Tarras Poets 54 Nae sumptuous fend, but hamely food, 

+4. Naut. =FEnpER. Obs. 

1658 Puituips, Herds, things hung over a Ships side to 
keep another Ship from rubbing against it. 

5. Comdb., as fend-bolt (aut.)=FENDER 2 b; 
fend-full a. Sc., full of shifts or expedients. 

1678 Puittirs, Mexders, pieces of old Cables [etc.].. 
hung over a Ships side .. called also *Fend-bolts. 1867 
Smytu Sazlor's Word-bk., end or ender Bolts, made with 
long and thick heads, struck into the outermost bends or 
wales of a ship, to save her sides from hurts and bruises. 
1820 Blackw, Mag. Dec. 321 Else yere grown less *fendfou 
than I ever saw ye. 

Fend (fend), v. Also 4-6 fende, (4 fenden), 
7-8 Sc., 9 dal. fain, fen. [Shortened from DurEnp.] 

l. trans. =DErend v. Now arch, or poet. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 28851 (Cott.) Almus .. fenddes his saul 
fra be fend. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 195 He com 
right son, Normundie to fende. 1393 Lanci. P. Pl. C. 
xxi. 46 He..fendede hem fro foule vueles. c¢1400 Lan- 
francs Cirurg. 13 1f pat we kunne fende him fro a fevere. 
c1470 Henry Wadlace tz. 615 Wallace in ire a burly brand 
can draw .. To fende his men with his deyr worthi hand, 
1503 Dunpar Thistle §& Rose 133 And said, ‘In feild go 
furth and fend the laif’, 1568 FULWELL Like Will to Like 
in Hazl. Dodsley III. 322 Fend your heads, sirs, for I will 
to it more once. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 1.1. xxvii, 
O heavenly Salems sons! you fend the right. a@ 41774 
Fercusson Poems (1789) II. 32 My trees .. Shall fend ye 
frae ilk blast o’ wind. 1845 W. E, Frye tr. Ochdenschd. 
Gods 83, I ouly sought my realm to fend By wizard spell 
and mystic song. 1863 Emerson Boston Hymn 16 Free- 
dom..shall..fend you with his wing. 

b. vefl. and intr, for refl. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 216 Po bat ber purueiance 
of Oxenford not held, With scheld & with lance fend him 
in pe feld. cx1400 Destr. Troy ror42 The freike with 
a fauchon fendit hym well. 1573 Satir. Poems Reform. 
xl. 196 How he suld fend from furie and thair fead. 1724 
R. Fatconer Voy. (1769) ror What will come, will come, 
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and there’s no fending against it. 1837 R. Nicott Poems 
(1842) 17 To fend against the winter cauld The heather we 
will pu’. 1864 Sir J. K. James asso (1865) II. xiv. xxiv, 
An agent prompt to fend and to attack. 1865 S. Evans 
Bro. Fabian 49 Goodman true, wouldst fend thyself From 
witchcraft and midnight elf? 

2. intr. Zo fend and prove: to argue, wrangle. 

1575 Lanenam Led. (1871) 17 Thus, with fending & 
proouing, with plucking & tugging. ¢1698 Locke Cond. 
Underst. xxxi, Being able to fend and prove with them. 
1joz VansrucH False Friend 1, Instead of fending and 
proving with his mistress, he should come to..a..parrying 
and thrusting with you. 172r Strype Eccl. Mem. II. 
xxviii, 478 That delighted not in fending and proving. 1855 
Rosinson Whitby Gloss., Fending and Proving, arguing 
and defending. 1877 WV. W. Linc. Gloss., After fendin’ an’ 
provin’ about summats. 

3. To ward or keep off, turn aside, keep out or at 
a distance. Also, fo fend back. 

c1572 Gascoicne I’ruites Warre (1831) 217 So might we 
. fend our foes with blowes of English blade. 1697 DrypEN 
Virg. Georg. 11. 466 With Fern beneath, to fend the bitter 
Cold, 1712 Mrs. Centitvre Perplexed Lovers 1. i, You 
shall not want a friend to fend that blow! 1787 Burns 
Holy Fair 73 Here stands a shed to fend the show’rs. 1804 
Tarras Poems 22 'To..fend the heat o’ simmer blinter. 
1823 Crass Zechnol. Dict., ‘¥end the boat’, prevent it 
striking against any thing. 1860 Maury Phys. Geog. 
Sea il. § 143 Warm water .. in contact with a cold non- 
conducting cushion of cold water to fend it from the bottom. 
1876 BLAcK More Criffs il. (1877) 12 Fending the twigs from 
her eyes and bonnet. 1877 KinGLakE Crimea VI. vi. 364 It 
enabled him to fend back the masses confronting him. 

b. esp. with off 

@1400-50 Alexander 1031 Par a cite he assailes.. Bot wees 
wi3tly with-in be wallis ascendid, Freschly fendid of & 
fersly with-stude. c1570 Marr. Wit & Science 1v. i. in 
Haz]. Dodsley II. 364 To fend and keep him off awhile, 
until his rage be out. 1669 PENN Wo Cross xx. § 23 Do 
you think that Words will fend off the Blows of Eternal 
Vengeance? 1816 Scorr Ax/zg. xxxvii, ‘Ye had aye a good 
roof ower your head to fend aff the weather.’ 186z HuGues 
Tom Brown at Oxf. xiii. (1889) 127 Catch hold of the long 
boat-hook, and fend her [the boat] off. 1865 LivincsToNE 
Zamnibesi xxiv. 48x A spoonful in hot water .. to fend off a 
chill and fever, 

absol, 13.. E. E. Allit. P. B. 1191 Pay fest & pay 
fende of, & fylter togeder. 1864 E. Sarcenr Peculiar III. 
125 The man of nerve looks boldly at the danger and fends 
off accordingly. . 

4, intr. To make an effort, strive or try to do 
something ; to make a shift; to take precautions 
against. Sc. and dal. 

15.. in Sibbald Chron. Scot. Poetry I. 46 Few for falsett 
now may fend. c1680 [F. Sempitt] Banish. Poverty in 
Watson Codlect. 1.13 Then I knew no way how to fen. 
171z Mrs. Centiivre Perplexed Lovers 1v, We must fend 
against that. 1788 Marsuatt Vorksh. Gloss., Fend, to 
strive as for a livelihood. 1794 Burns Gane zs the day, 
Semple-folk maun fecht and fen. 1859 Gro. Evior A. Bede 
(ed. 4) I. 45 I’d make a shift, and fend indoor and out, to 
give you more liberty. 1865 E. WauGu Zazc. Songs, God 
bless him that fends for his livin’, An’ houds up his yed 
through it 0’! 

b. Zo fend for: to make shift for, look after, 
provide for. So in ¢o fend for oneself. Chiefly 


dial. or collog. 

1629 Jackson Tveat. Div. Essence u. Wks. 1673 II. 139 
They do not. .direct their brood in their motions, but leave 
them to fend for themselves, 1660 H. More Myst. Godl. 
To Rdr. 24 They are such as .. fend for themselves as well 
as they may. 1785 Hurron Brax New Wark 468 When 
the awner will not fend for his sell. 1787 Grose Prov. 
Gloss., { ha twa bairns to fend for. 1818 Scorr /7rt. AZid. 
xx, ‘Ane wad hae carried me through the warld, and 
friended me, and fended for me.’ 1859 Gro. Exior A. Bede 
94 ‘Lads as could fend for their sens,’ 

ec. =Fare v1 7. dial. 

1781 Hutton Tour to Caves Gloss., How fend you, how 
fare you? 1790 Mrs. WHEELER Westmdld. Dial. (1821) 113 
I'd kna haw they fend all. 1794 Burns Carle of Kellyburn 
Braes ii, He met wi’ the devil; says, ‘How do you fen?’ 
1872 Brack Adv. Phaeton 23 ‘ How fens tee, Jeck? gaily?’ 

5. trans. =To fend for (4b). Hence, to pro- 
vide sustenance for, support, maintain. Chiefly 
Se. and dal. 

1637 Rutuerrorp Le?#t, (1862) I. 223 Fend thyself, I will 
hold my grips of thee no longer. 1674 Ray JV. C. Words, 
To Lend; to shift for. @1774 Frrcusson Poems, Rising 
of Session 18 Hain’d mu'ter hauds the mill at ease And fends 
the Miller. 1787 Burns Death of Mailie 32 Gie them guid 
cow-milk their fill, Till they be fit to fend themsel. 1816 
Scorr Old Mort. v, ‘They are puirly armed, and warse 
fended wi’ victual.’ 

+6. To forbid. Ods. exc. dial. Cf. FEN v. 

1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 9, I fend, Godes forbot, 
that ever thou thrife. 1888 ELtwortuv W. Somerset Word- 
ék., Ee fain un vrum gwain pun eez graewn. 

Hence Fe'nded ///. a., Fending f//. a. 

1867 Emerson M/ay-Day, etc. Wks. (Bohn) III. 423 This 
Oreads’ fended Paradise, 1883 A /snondbury Gloss., Lending 
. industrious. 

Fend(e, obs. form of Frenp. 

Fendable (fendab’l), z. dal. Also fendible. 
[f. FenD v.+-ABLE.] Capable of fending or shift- 
ing for oneself. 

1674 Ray WV. C. Words 18 Fendable, one that can shift for 
himself. 1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss., ‘A brave fendable 
body in a family’, a famous household manager. 1869 
Lonsdale Gloss., ‘She’s a gay fendible body.’ 

Fender (fe‘nda1).  [f. FenD v.+-ER.] 

1. =Derrrenper. Ods. exc. dial. 

@ 1400-50 Alexander 1839 Pe fendere of grece. c1440 
Promp, Parv. 155 Fendowre, or defendowre, 1678 Hour 


FENDER. 


Jor a Penny 3 He [a Pawnbroker] is. .the Common Fender 
of all Bulkers and Shoplifts in the Town. 1876 Whitby 
Gloss., Fender, a defender in all senses. 

2. Something that serves to fend or keep off 


something else. a. in gen. sense. 

1615 E.S. Britains Buss in Arb. Garner I11. 627 Fenders 
or long poles, 1825 Ann. Reg. 247* ‘This bone constitutes 
a fin, or fender. 184x Catiin WV. Amer. Ind. (1844) I. iv. 
32 Protected with the shield or arrow fender. 1864 SALA in 
Daily Tel. 29 July, The coal bunkers .. in a state of reple- 
tion are the best kind of ‘fenders’ for the protection of the 
boilers from shot and shell. 1882 BuckLanp Wotes § Yottings 
159 The loose feathers of the neck forming a fender to the 
shoulder of the wing. 1893 Temple Bar Mag. XCVIII. 
468 The fenders. .the tiaras of the chaperones. 


b. Maut. A piece of old cable, or other yielding 
material, hung over a vessel’s side to preserve it 
from chafing or collision with a wharf or with 


other vessels. Also (see quot. 1850). 

1626 Capt. SmitH Accid. Yung. Seamen 16 They serue for 
Iunkes, fendors and braded plackets for brests of defence. 
1627 — Seaman's Gram. vii. 30 Fenders are peeces of old 
Hawsers called Iunkes hung ouer the ship sides to keepe 
them from brusing. 1821 A. Fisuer ¥rul. Arctic Reg. 34 
We were obliged to put fenders of junk over the ship’s side 
to prevent her from being damaged by the ice. c1850 
Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 117 Fenders, two pieces of oak 
plank fayed edgewise, perpendicularly, against the top- 
sides abreast the main hatchway, to prevent the sides of the 
ship from being rubbed by the hoisting of anything on 
board. 1885 Runciman Skippers § Sh. 212 A sailor slipped 
a cork fender over the side. ' 

ec. A large piece of timber placed as a guard in 
front of any structure, esf. a pier, dock-wall, etc. 
Also fender-pile (see 7). 

1739 Lasetye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 19 The 
Use of these Fenders .. was to secure the Works from the 
Approach of Barges. 1838 Simms Puddic Wks. Gt. Brit. ii. 
7 Vhe wing walls .. of the lock are defended by detached 
guards or fenders of timber. 1856 in Brees Zevms Archit. 
etc. 1892 Daily News 27 Oct. 2/6 The wheel of his van 
struck a fender immediately outside some hoarding. 

d. In various other technical uses (see quots.). 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Fender, an attachment to a 
cultivator-plow to keep clods from rolling on to the young 
corn, [Also,] A rub-plate on the bed of a wagon or 
carriage to take the rub of the wheel when the vehicle is 
turning short. 1884 /ézd@. Suppl., ender, a screen against 
a carriage or car-step to keep dirt or mud from being thrown 
upon it by the wheels, A fender board. 

e. See quot. Cf. FENCE 4 c. 

1894 M. Grant in Cent. Mag. XLVII. 352/2 The double 
fenders or brow-antlers [of the moose] do the most damage. 

3. A metal frame placed in front of a fire to keep 
falling coals from rolling out into the room, 

1688 Mirce /”. Dict., Fender. 1710 Swit Fru. to Stella 
24 Dec., Only a mouse within the fender to warm himself. 
1765 Layarp in PAil. Trans. LV1.17 An iron fender. 1834 
Mrs, Cartyte Ze?é, I. 11 She actually borrowed one of the 
brass fenders. 186 Dickens Gt. Exfect. xxx, Sitting with 
our feet on the fender. 

b. A fire-guard. ? U.S. 
1874 in Knicut Dict. Mech. 
ce. Building. ‘A dwarf wall in the basement of 
a house, built up to carry the front hearth of a 
fireplace’ (Gwilt). 

4. A sluice-gate. 
whole sluice. 

1847 C. G. Appison Law of Contracts u. i. § i. (1883) 248 
A sliding fender used to prevent the escape of water from 
amill-stream. 1868 Law Reports Q. Bench Div. IIT. 289 
In that part of the dam. .is placed a fender or set of fenders. 
1884 Daily News 23 July 5/2 The paddler of a canoe got 
sucked under a fender into a swift stream. 

5. A device made of rushes, leaves, or plaited 
paper, with which seals were sometimes encircled 
to secure them from injury. 

1864 Boutett Heraldry Hist. § Pop. xxiv. § 1 (ed. 
‘Fenders’ of this kind have been fae attached S see 
early as 1380. 1891 J. P. Earwaker in Proc. Soc. Antig. 
19 Feb. 255 The seal is. .protected by a twisted rush fender, 

6. (See quot.) ? Ods. 

1682 J. Cotiins Salt § Fishery 14 [Crude sea-salt is] carried 
in wicker Baskets or Fenders to Brine Wells, 

7. attrib, and Comb., as fender-maker; fender- 
beam, (a) (see quot. 1874); (6) =/ender-stop ; 
fender-board (see quot. 1884 in sense 2d); fen- 
der-bolt /Vaut., (a) (see quot. 1867), (0) a bolt by 
which a fender is attached to a ship, etc. ; fender- 
pile = FENDER sd. 2c; fender-post (see quot.) ; 
fender-stool, a kind of long footstool usually placed 
close to the fender; fender-stop (see sett 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Hender-beam 1. The horizontal 
beam into which-the posts of a saw-mill gate are framed at 
top. 2. The inclined advance piece of an ice-breaker. 3. A 
beam suspended over a vessel's side to ward off ice and 
preserve the planking and sheathing of the vessel. 1678 
A. LittLeton Lat. Dict. s.v., *Jender-bolts. 1769 FALCONER 
Dict. Marine (1789) Gb, Fender-bolts. . driven into the wales, 
stem, or sides of... small vessels .. to defend their timber- 
work, 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Fender Bolts. 189 
Daily News 26 Jan. 2/5 ‘The season has been a busy one for 
*fender and fire-iron makers. 1739 LABELYE Short Acc. Piers 
Westm, Bridge 36 The *Fender-piles which guarded the 
North-point of this Pier, 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 224 
Fixing the Fender Piles on Ate east side of the rock. 1867 
Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Fender-piles. 1874 Kyicut Dict, 
Mech.,*Fender-post, one of the guiding stanchions of a saw- 
gate. 1870 Miss Broucuton Red as Rose I, 260 Let me put 
you down in the raffle for a *fender-stool. 1856 Brees 
Terms Archit. etc., *Fender Stop, the beams fixed at the 


Sometimes applied to the 


FENDER. 


extremity of a line of rails. .to stop the carriages and prevent 
their running off, 

Fender (fendaz), v. [f. prec. sb.] To provide 
with a fender or fenders, 

Mod. (techn.). Specifications for fendering the river banks, 

Fenderless (fe:ndoilés), a. [f.as prec. + -LESs.] 
Having no fender. 

1878 Daily News 2 Jan., The fenderless grate. 1880 /did. 
15 Oct., House after house .. fenderless, without fire-irons. 

Fendillate (fendileit), v. Azin. rare. [f. F. 
fendill-er (dim. of fendre:—L. findére to split) + 
-ATE3,] ¢rans. To crack with many small fissures. 
Hence Fe'ndillated Af/. a.; Fendilla‘tion, fen- 
dillated condition. 

1853 Tu. Ross Humboldt's Trav. II, xxix. 168 This rock 
is much fendillated.  ézd. III. xxxii. gor Fendillated 
crystals of pyroxene and mesotype. Jd/d. 402 These, by 
their fendillation and open crevices, seem to establish that 
permanent communication between the surface of the soil 
and the interior of the globe. 

Fending (fendi), vd/. sb. [f. Fenn v. +-1nG1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FrnD; an instance of 
this ; esp. in fending and proving (cf. FEND v. 2). 

1583 Ricu Phylotus § Enelia (1835) 31 After greate 
fendyng and prouyng had in the matter, 1655 Futter Ch. 
Hist. vit. iii. § 9 Much fending, and proving there was 
betwixt them. 1751 Jounson Rambler No. 95 #2 Vhe whole 
discipline of fending and proving. 1771 Contemplative 
Maz ii. 10 There’s no fending against Wind and Water. 
1824 T. Jerrerson Writ. (1830) 1V, 407 With fendings and 
provings of personal slanders, 

. Sc. Provision. 

1816 Scotr Avtiz. xi, ‘That hae stouth and routh, and 
fire and fending, and meat and claith.’ 

Fend-off (fendipf), sd. [f Frnp v. + Orr.] 
The action of fending off ; hence cozcr. something 
that fends off. Also adtrzd. 

1830 Examiner 177/2 A Committee .. is the fend-off to 
importunity, and the contrivance for obtaining time. 1883 
Grestey Coal Mining Gloss., Fend off bob, a beam hinged 
at one end and having a free reciprocating motion fixed at 
a bend in a shaft. .to guide the pump rods passing round the 
bend. 1880 Antrim § Down Gloss., Fend off post, a post 
set in the ground to protect an object from injury by carts, 
etc., coming in contact with it. 

Fendy, 2. dal. [f. Funp v. + -y1.] (See quots.) 

178z Sir J. Sincrair Observ. Sc. Dial. 101 Fendy. 
Dexterous at finding out expedients. 1814 Scorr Wav. 
xviii, Alice .. he said, was both canny and fendy. 1851 
Cumbrld, Gloss., Fendy, thrifty, managing. 1863 J. Brown 
Hore Subs. (1882) 90 A fendy wife. 1870 Dr. Barser 
Forness Folk 32 She's a gay fendy, lile body. 

Fene, obs. form of FErren. 

+Fenerate, v. O0s.—° [f. L. fenerat- ppl. 
stem of fener-are, f. *fener- var. of feenor-, fenus 
interest: see -ATE.] ¢rans. To lend on interest. 

1623-6 CockEeram, /evnerate, to put money to vsurie, 

+Fenera'tion. Obs. [ad. L. frereratiin-ent, 
n. of action f. fenerdre: see FENERATE v.] The 
action or practice of lending on interest ; usury. 

1598 BarckLry /edic. Man v. (1603) 549 True love .. hath 
respect only to his friends necessitie, without merchandize 
or feneration, 1612-5 Bre. Hatt Contempl. N. 7. 1, iii, 
Giving to the poor is feneration to God: the greater bank, 
the more interest. 1650 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. (ed. 2) 
1z0 What vices therein it [the hare] figured ; that is. .fenera- 
tion or usury from its fecundity. 1721 in Bamery. 1798 
H. T, Coresrooke tr. Digest of Hindu Law (1801) 1, 7 
Feneration at the rate of an eightieth part by the month. 

b. Interest on money lent. —_In some mod. Dicts. 

Fenerati-tious, a. Obs.—° [f. L. feneratici-us 
(f. fenerare) +-ous.] ‘Taken or given to usury, or 
pertaining thereto’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656-81). 

+ Fenerator. Ods. rare—}. [a. L. fenerator, 
agent-n. f. fwnerdre: see FENERATE and -oR.] 
A money-lender, usurer, 

1447 Boxennam Seyztys (Roxb.) 158 Two detours quoth 
cryst to oon feneratour Were whylom Symund in a cuntre. 

Feneratocrial, a. vave—. [f. L. feneratori-us 
(f. fenerator)+-AL.] Pertaining to usury. 

1793 J. Berrsrorp in Looker-on No. 79 The magic of the 


foeneratorial rod was not wanting for the purposes of convert- 
ing his watches into wealth. 

Fenestella (fenéstela). [a. L. fevestel/a, dim. 
of fenestra window. | 

1. Arch. a. A small window-like niche in the 
wall on the south side of the altar, containing the 
piscina and often the credence. 

1797 Gentl, Mag. LXVII. 1. 649 A fenestella in the South 
wall of the chancel, 1839 Stonrnouse Axholme 226 The 
fenestella, or small niche, contained a yessel, bason, or pis- 
cina, for washing the hands. 1843 Zcclesiologist 11. 56 
A Fenestella with Credence-shelf, 

b. A small window. 
1848 B. Webs Continent, Eccles. 57 The dwarf-wall is 
ierced by a broad fenestella with a trefoliated head, 1849 
EALE Dict. Terwis 183/1 Menestella..a little window. 

2. Zool. (See quots. ) 

1849 Murcuison S7luria ix. (1867) 188 The species [of 
Lower Silurian Zoophytes] with a net-like form, Fenestella 
and Retepora. did. x. (1867) 217 The beautiful little cup- 
shaped Fenestella of the Wenlock limestone. 1879 RossiTER 
Dict. Sct. Terms, Fenestella, a polyzoon; known by many 
fossil remains in Devonian limestones and other rocks, 

Fenestellid (fenéstelid). Patwont. [f. L. 
Jenestell-a+ -ID.] One of the Fenestel/ide, a family 
of palzeozoic polyzoans. 
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1882 Athenxum 24 June 798/3 A new Spiral Fenestellid 
from the Upper Silurian Beds of Ohio. 

+Fenester. Ols. Forms: 3-5 fenestre, 
6 fenester. [a. OF. fenestre (Fr. fenétre):—L. 
fenestra: see next.) A window. 

c1zg0 S. Lng. Leg. 1. 229/337 Po cam bare-in a fuyri 
arewe at a fenestre a-non. a1300 Land Cokayne 114 in 
E. E. P. (1862) 159 All be fenestres bat beb of glasse. 1393 
Laneu. P. Pl. C. xxi. 13 Then was faith in a fenestre and 
cryde, @z1400 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 362 By leue of be bay- 
lyues .. nyme be dores & be fenestres. 1483 Caxton Gold, 
Leg. 370/4 Thyse thre fenestres or wyndowes betokene clerely 
the fader the sone and the holy ghoost. 1510-20 CowzfJ. too 
late maryed (1862) 7 Breke I dyd dores and fenesters. 1513 
Douctas “xe/s xit. Prol. 169 Cleir fenystaris of glas. 1548 
Hatt Chron. (1809) 605 In the Fenestres and wyndowes 
were images resemblynge men of warre. 

|| Fenestra (fine'stra). Pl. fenestre. [L. 
Jenestra window, f. root of Gr. paivew to show. ] 
A small hole or transparent spot resembling a 
hole. 

1. Anat. A small hole or opening in a bone, 
etc. ; esf. applied to the two openings on the inner 
wall of the tympanum of the ear, fenestra ovalts, 
rotunda (see quot. 1884). 

1844 Hosiyn Dict. Med. Ternts 121/1 Fenestva ovalis and 
rotunda ..the oval and round apertures of the internal ear. 
1854 Owen Skel. § Teeth (1855) 33 The alisphenoids, form 
the anterior half of the fenestra ovalis, 1870 RoLLESToN 
Anim. Life7 An interorbital fenestra, 1877 Huxtry dat. 
Inv. Ani, vii. 400 An oval fenestra, covered only by a thin 
and transparent portion of the integument. 1884 Barr Ds. 
Ear ut. i, 260 The fenestra ovalis or opening into the vesti- 
bule and the fenestra rotunda or opening into the cochlea. 
The fenestra ovalis is in the upper and back part of the 
inner wall. .at the bottom of a recess..The fenestra rotunda 
.-is also situated at the bottom of a recess in the bone. 


2. Zool, (See quot.) 

1881 Vines in Mature No. 620. 463 Fenestre .. openings 
[in the zoarium]..connected by the general substance of the 
zoarium, 

3. Lot, See quot. Also ‘an opening through a 
membrane’ ( 77eas. Bot. 1866). 

1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. u. 459 The part at which 
the seed has separated from the ovary is indicated by a 
small mark or scar, called fenestra. 

+Fene‘stral, sb. Obs. Also 5 fenestralle, 6 
fenestrall. [a. OF. fenestra, f. fenestre: see Fu- 
NESTER.] A window-frame or lattice, often fitted 
with cloth or paper as a substitute for crystal or 
glass; a window. Rarely of the filling in of the 
frame: A window-pane. 

[1291 Accts. Exors. Q. Eleanor in Househ, Exps. (Roxb.) 
135 Pro canabo ad fenestrallas .. iijd.] 1399 Alen. Ripon 
(Surtees) III. 129 Et inj parva serura emp. pro j fenestrall 
infra capellam Beatze Marie, 24¢. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Tray 
11. xi, All the windowes and eche fenestrall Wrought were of 
beryle & of cleare crystall. c1430 — Mix. Poents (Percy 
Soc.) 203 To telle what shuld hire baggys been, Whoos 
fenestralle were hard to glase. 1519 Horman Vue. 242 
Paper or lyn clothe straked a crosse with losyngz: make 
fenestrals in stede of glasen wyndowes. 1523 SKELTON 
Garl, Laurel 1387 The fenestrall, Glittryng and glistryng 
and gloriously glasid. 1530 Patscr. 219/2 Fenestrall, 
chassis de totlle, ou de paupier. [1851 TURNER Dome. Archit. 
II. i. 13 The windows were usually fitted with .. lattices or 
fenestrals, ] 

transf. 1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode u. xiii. (1869) 92 Thou 
shuldest not weene that the soule haue neede of these eyen 
-. For bifore and bihynde, with oute bodelych fenestralle, he 
seeth his gostlich good. 

Fenestral (fine'stral), a. [ad. L. fenestral-is, 
f. fenestra; see FENESTRA.] 


1. Of or pertaining to a window. 

1674-81 in BLounr Glossogy. 1691 Woop AZzh. Oxon. II. 
699 Collections of monumental and fenestral inscriptions. 
1696-9 Be.W. Nicotson Eng. Hist. Libr. 1.145 Anth. Wood 
Collected the .. Fenestral Inscriptions ..in the County of 
Oxford. 1776 R. Graves Euphrosyne i. iv, On almost every 
occasion of human life.. Fenestral, Parietal, and what not. 

2. Anat. and Surg. ‘ Having small openings like 
windows’ (Wagstaffe). Jvnestral bandage, ‘a 
bandage, compress, or plaster with small perfora- 
tions or openings to facilitate discharge’ (Dungli- 
son). Cf, FENESTRATE v. 

3. Biol. a. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of 
a fenestra. b. Furnished with fenestre. 

1865 Gosse Land §& Sea (1874) 156 Pseudopodia that pro- 
ject through the fenestral apertures, 

Fenestrate (fine'stret), a. [ad. L. fenestrat- 
us, pa. pple. of fenestrare, f. FENESTRA.] 

1. Having small perforations or openings like 
a window. Chiefly Bot. and Zool. 

1835 Linpiry Jxtrod. Bot. (1848) Il. 2t The.. phragma 
has a slit in its centre, and is said to be fenestrate. 1846 
Dana Zooph, (1848) 514 Parietes fenestrate. 1860 BALFouR 
Alan. Bot. § 555 The replum .. sometimes exhibits perfora- 
tions, becoming fenestrate, 1874 M. Cooke Fungi 132 The 
sporidia in Hysterium proper are ,. sometimes fenestrate, 

2. Entom, = FENESTRATED 3. 

1842 in BRANDE.- 

Fenestrate (fine'streit), v. rare. [f. L. fene- 
strat- ppl. stem of fenestrae (f. FENESTRA); see 
-ATE.] ¢vavs. To furnish (a bandage) with small 
holes or openings. 

1887 Lancet 24 Sept. 604/x Harelip strapping ..is fenes- 
trated, and cut into strips, 








FENIAN. 


Fenestrated (ffne'streitéd), ppl. a. 
Jenestrat-us (see prec.) + -ED 1.] 

1. Arch. Furnished with windows. 

1849 WEALE Dict. Terms 183/2 Astylar and fenestrated 
ought..to be merely convertible terms; but as they are not 
[etc.]. In mod. Dicts. ; ; 

2. In scientific use : Pierced with a hole or with 
holes; perforated. ‘ Menestrated membrane (Anat.) : 
that form of the elastic tissue of the middle or 
contractile coat of the arteries, in which it presents 
a homogeneous membrane the meshes of which 
appear as simple perforations’ (Hoblyn, 1868). 

1849-52 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1V. 1370/1 Fenestrated mem- 
brane. 1865 Gosse Land & Sea156 The shells [of Poly- 
cystina] are siliceous .. Their walls beautifully fenestrated 
with large angular or circular perforations. 1878 Brett 
Gegenbauer’s Comp, Anat, 476 The coracoid..is not unfre- 
quently fenestrated. 1886 GuittemarD Crise of Marchesa 
II. 188 Fleshy, fenestrated leaves. 

3. Lntom. Having transparent spots. 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Lxtomiol, (1828) II. xxxii. 301 The male 
Locustz have a fenestrated ocellus. 

Fenestration (fenéstréi-fan). 
L. fenestrire: see FENESTRATE v.] 

1. The arrangement of windows in a building. 

1846 Civ. Eng. § Archit. Frnt. VX. 293 The fenestration 
of Soane’s building was praiseworthy. 1879 Sir G. G. Scorr 
Lect. Archit, I. 159, 1 see no difference of principle in the 
fenestration of the Early French and the Early English 
Pointed styles. ; 

2. Anat. The process of becoming perforated ; 
the formation of small holes. b. The condition 
of being fenestrated or perforated. 

1870 RoiLesTon Azim. Life 150 Reduced by extreme 
fenestration to mere series of filaments. 1881 Mivarr Cat 
329 Fenestration—denoting that a solid structure has dis- 
solved itself at one spot or more, so as to give rise to an 
aperture perforating it. 

+ Fenestre'lle. Ods. rare. [a. OF. fenestrelle, 
dim. of fenestre : see FENESTER.] A small window. 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 534 A toure with plaine and 
whited walles, And fenestrelles iiii. 7ézd¢, 545 In every fene- 
strell [sic MS.; printed -tell]. ' 

Fenestriform (fine'strifgim), a. vare—'. [f. 
L. fenestra window + -(1)FoRM.] Window-shaped. 

1860 Ecclesiologist XXI. 359 The most westernly [bay] .. 
carries outside fenestriform panelling. 

Fenestrule (ftne'strwl). Zool. [ad. L. fene- 
strula, dim. of FENESTRA.] (See quot. 1881.) 

1872 Nicuotson Palvonut. 196 ‘The branches of the ccence- 
cium unite with one another in such a manner as to form 
ovate interspaces or ‘fenestrules’, 1881 Mature 15 Sept. 
463/1 Fenestrules——The square, oblong, or partially rounded 
openings in the zoarium—connected by non-cellular dissepi- 
ments—of Fenestella, Polypora, and species allied to these. 

+Fenfield man. Os. (See quot.) 

¢1630 Rispon Swrv. Devon § 215 (1810) 223 There are 
certain tenants dwelling in and about the moor, which are 
called Penfield Men, in ancient times Weng field, and these 
be the king’s special tenants, pay him yearly rent .. They 
may winter in the .. forest so much cattle as they can keep, 
so that it be by day, 

+Feng, sb. Obs. Also 3 south, dial. veng. 
[OE. feng str. masc.=OFris. feng: ON. fengr. :— 
OTeut. *fangjo-z, f. root of *fanhan, OE. fon: see 
Fane v1] a. =Fane sb. 1. b. =FANG sd, 2. 

¢1178 Lamb. Hon. 39 Leted eower stale and eower reaflac 
for nis ber nan feng on. c1205 Lay. 1773 Swa heo ferden 
to heora scipa mid allen heora uenge. Jé6zd. 8610 We scullen 
..3emen pes fehtes & nawiht pes fenges. _a1z50 Owl § 
Night, 1285 At eche fenge Thu fallest mid thine ahene 
swenge. — é 

Fengite: see PHENGITE. J/772. 

Fen-hood. sonce-wd. Fens collectively. 

1834 New Monthly Mag. XLI. 324 A place ensconced in 
fenhood. ‘ 5 

Fenian (ffnian), sd. and a. [f. Olr. /éve ‘one 
of the names of the ancient population of Ireland’ 
(Windisch), confused. in modern times with //az7e 
fem. collect., the name of a body of warriors who 
are said to have been the defenders of Ireland in 
the time of Finn and other legendary Irish kings. ] 

A. 50, 

1. (See quot. 1879.) Obs. exc. Ast. : 

1816 Scorr Aztig. xxx, [A pretended translation from 
Ossian] Do you compare your psalms To the tales of the 
bare-armed Fenians? 186x E, O’Curry Lect. MS. Materials 
Ane. Ir. Hist. 302 Goll Mac Morna, the great chief of the 
Connacht Fenians. 1879 Evcycl. Brit. 1X. 75/1 According 
to popular tradition the Fians, or Fenians were mercenary 
tribes acting as a permanent military force for the support 
of the Ard Rig, or king of Eire, | : 

2. One of an organization or ‘brotherhood 
formed among the Irish in the United States of 
America for promoting and assisting revolutionary 
movements, and for the overthrow of the English 
government in Ireland. 

1864 Leeds Mercury 11 Mar., The men known under the 
general name of Fenians. .are regarded with no friendly eye 
by the Roman Catholic clergy in Ireland and America, 
1865 Sat. Rev. 4 Mar. 240 Rebels (of late called Fenians). 
1880 MeCartuy Ow Times IV, iii, 139 Several Fenians 
were taken and shot. 

B. ad). Y 

1. Of or pertaining to the Fenians (FENIAN sé. 1). 

186 E. O’Curky Lect, MS. Materials Anc. Ir. Hist. 299 
The Fenian Poems, many of which are attributed to Oisin 


fftLs 


[n. of action f. 


FENIANISM., 


and Fergus. 1862 W. F. Skene in Bh. of Lismore Introd. 
80 Districts in which the Fenian names enter most largely 
into the topography of the Highlands. 

2. Of or pertaining to the Fenians (s/. 2) or to 
Fenianism. Senian Brotherhood (see quot. 1890.) 

1865 Axx. Reg. 172 The new conspiracy commonly known 
by the name of ‘Fenian’. /did.175 A..secret society called 
the Fenian Brotherhood, 1890 C. L. Norton Podit. 
Americanisuts 43 As generally understood in America, the 
‘Fenian Brotherhood’ is a league pledged to the liberation 
of Ireland. 

Fenianism (f7nianiz’m). [f. prec. +-1sM.] The 
principles, purposes and methods of the Fenians. 

1866 Spectator 1 Dec. 1329 ‘The revival of Fenianism is as 
formidable as its outbreak. 1870 LoweLL Among my Bhs. 
Ser. I. (1873) 131 The. .invisible omnipresence of Fenianism. 
1880 MeCartuy Own Times IV. liii. 147 Their deaths did 
not discourage the spirit of Fenianism. 

[f. L. 


+ Fenicula‘ceous, a. Obs. rvare-'. 
fwniculum fennel + -aczous.] Resembling fennel. 

1657 Tomson Renou's Disp. 240 Wilde Parsnip .. its 
stalk and muscary being feniculaceous. 

Fenix, obs. form of PH@NIX. 

+ Fenk, v. Olds. In 4 fenke, venke. [ad. OF. 
vencre(mod.F. vaincre):—L. vincére.] trans. To 
vanquish ; conquer. Also adsod. 

¢1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2024 Ouercomen, venkud, and 
bitraid. 1340-70 Adisaunder 323 Philip fenkes in fyght. 
1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 339 Haddest pou fenked pe fon.. 
pat in pi flech dwellen. 

Fenks (fenks), #7, Also finks. The fibrous parts 
of the blubber of a whale, which contain the oil ; 
the refuse of the blubber when melted. Also in 
Comb., as fenk(s)-back: see quot. 

1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. 11. 399 A ‘ fenk-back’ or 
depository for the refuse of the blubber. /d¢d. II. 434 The 
fenks .. form an excellent manure. 1836 Uncle Philip's 
Convers. Whale Fishery 232 The men.. stir the blubber 
with poles .. to prevent the fenks from sticking to the sides. 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Finks. 

+ Fen-lich, a. and adv. [OE. fenlic, f. Fen 
sb.1+-lic, Ly; the mod. form would be */ez/y.] 
Fenny, dirty, marshy, miry. Hence Fenliche 
adv., filthily. 

c1000 Aiirric Gram, ix. (Z.) 45 Padluster, fenlic. c1000 
St, Guthlac (1848) 22 Betwyx ba fenlican zewrido bes wid- 
gillan westenes, pet he ana onganeardian. az225 Azncr. 
R&R. 206 Hwo se nule ide muchele fulde uenliche uallen. 
a1240 Ureisun in Cott. Hom. 202 Ich ham wid hore horie 
fenliche ifuled. 

Fe'n-like, a. Resembling a fen, marshy. 

1861 Daus tr. Budllinger on A poc. (1573) 225 b, Altogether 
froggelyke and fenlyke. 1660 HoweLt Lexicon, Fennie, 
fen-like, wzarescageux, palustre. 

Fe'n-man. An inhabitant of the fens. 

1610 HotLanp Camden's Brit. 491 Girvij that is, as some 
interpret it, Fen-men or Fen-dwellers, 1611 Corar. s. v. 
Boeuf, As our fenne-men [say], rather catch a ducke than 
feed an Oxe. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 600 The Fen-men hold 
that the Sewers must be kept. 1766 PENNANT Zool. (1776) 
I. 254 Stares .. do great damage to the fen men by roosting 
on the reeds, 1856 P. THomrson /77st. Boston 644 The fen- 
men..were, a century later, known as the Slodgers, or Fen- 
Slodgers. 1865 Kincstey Hevew. Prel. 19 After the snow 
would come the fenman’s yearly holiday. 

+ Fenne. Obs. rave—', ?A dragon. 

1567 Turpervy. tr. Ovid's Ep. vi. 25 And that the waker 
Fenne the golden spoyle did keepe. 

|| Fennec (fe‘nék). Zool. Also fennic. [Arab. 
25 fenck, a name vaguely applied to various fur- 
bearing animals.] The name of an animal (Cazezs 
zerda) found in Africa, resembling a small fox, but 
having very long ears. 

1790 Bruce Trav. V.135 After leaving Algiers I met with 
another fennec at Tunis. 1848 Craic, Hennic. c1850 Nat. 
Lncycl. J. 264 Various species of foxes and fox-like animals, 
among which we may notice the fennec. 1888 Riverside 
Nat, Hist. V.412 The Fennec is a pretty little animal, rang: 
ing over a large part of Africa. 

Fennel (fenél). Forms: 1 finugl, finul(e, 
fenol, finol, 3, 5 fenyl(le, (4 fynel, 5, 7 fenil, 
6 foenall), 4~7 fenel(1(e, 6-7 fennell, 7— fennel. 
Sce also Finkie. [OE, fizeugl, finule wk. fem., 
Jenol, finul masc., ad. popular L. fenuclum, 
fcnoclun (substituted for class. L. fendceelum, dim. 
of fanum hay); from the same form come OF. 
Jenoil (mod. F, fenourl), Pr. fenolh, It. finocchio, 
ay hinojo.] 

. A fragrant perennial umbellifer (Fandcolum 
vulgare) having yellow flowers, cultivated chiefly 
for its use in sauces eaten with salmon, etc. 

a 700 Epinal Gloss. 451 Finiculus, finuzl. ¢ 1000 ADLFRic 
Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 322 Feniculum, fenol. «1310 in 
Wright Lyric P. xiii. 44 The fenyl ant the fille. 1393 Gower 
Conf. I11. 129 His herbe.. he vertuous fenel. 1486 Bk, St. 
Albans Biv b, Wassh the flesh .. in y? Juce of fenell. 1533 
Exyot Cast. Helthe (1539) 41a, Wyne .. wherin the rootes 
of persely or fenel be stieped. 1538 Turner Libellus, Foe- 
nell, Feniculum. 1602 SHaxs. Haz. iv. v.180 There’s Fen- 
nell for you. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1x. 58: A savorie odour 
.-more pleas’d my sense Than smell of sweetest Fenel. 1732 
Arsutunor Ailes of Diet 260 Fennel .. contains a subtil 
Spice. 1770 Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 234 With aspen boughs, 
and flowers and fennel gay. 1796 Mrs. GLAsse Cookery 
xviii. 291 Garnish with fennel and parsley. 1841-6 Loner. 
Goblet of Life v, The fennel with its yellow flowers. 1879 


Brownine Pheidippides 82 This herbage I bear—Fennel, 
whatever it bode. 
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b. With qualifying words indicating different 
species ; esp. Indian Fennel, /aniculum Panmo- 
yium, an annual variety of /. vulgare employed in 
India in curries and for medicinal purposes. Sweet 
Fennel, Fxniculum dulce or officinale, grown in 
kitchen-gardens for the sake of its leaves. : 

1796 C. Marsuatt Garden. xvi. (1813) 267 Sweet fennel is 
an annual, cultivated for its seeds in medicine. 1811 A. T. 
Tuomson Lond. Disp. (1818) 34 The root of..the common 
fennel, and the seed of.. the sweet fennel, are officinal. 

2. Popularly applied to plants resembling the 
preceding, as Dog or Dog’s Fennel, Axnthemiis 
Cotula; Hog’s Fennel, Peucedanum officinale; 
Horse Fennel, Seseli Hippomarathrum; Sea 
Fennel, Crithmum maritimum; Sow Fennel= 
Hog’s F.; Water Fennel, Callitriche verna. 

1523 Firzuers. //usb. § 20 Doggefenell. .in the commynge 
vp is lyke fenell, and beareth many white floures. 1688 
R. Hotme Armoury u. 73/1 The dog Fennel hath small 
deep dark leaves, 1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 1.7 Another 
kind of Fennel .. bears the Name of Sea-Fennel. 1863 Prior 
Plant-n. (1879) 77 Dog’s Fennel. y 

b. Fennel-fiower, a herb of the genus WViged/a. 
Also with distinguishing epithets, as Common, 
Spanish, Small, Wild Fennel-flower. 

1863 Prior Plant-n. (1879) 77 Fennel-Flower, from its 
fennel-like finely divided leaves. 1868 Hrreman Parton's 
Bot. Dict. 392/2 The species of Fennel-flower are curious 
and ornamental, ’ 

c. Fennel-giant (Zerula communis), a plant 
of the genus /erula; also with distinguishing 
epithets, as Broad-leaved, Furrowed, Knotted, etc. 


= Grant-fennel. 

1878 Lyte Dodoens 11. 1xxxix. 269 The seconde kinde is 
called... wilde Fenell, and great Fenell: and of some Fenell 
Giant. 1891 Sytvester Du Bartas 1. iii. (1641) 27/2 Th’ 
Hearb Sagapen [side note Fenelgyant] serves the slowe 
Asse for meat. 1654 GaTaKer Drsc. Afol. 70 A Ferula, or 
Fennel-giant, as some term it. 1794 Martyn Rousseax's 
Bot. xxii, 237 It [Ferula] is so lofty and large a plant as to 
have acquired the name of Fennel Giant. 1848 in Craic. 

3. As an emblem of flattery. 

1584 Lyty Sappho u. iv, Fancy is a worme, that feedeth 
first upon fenell. 1592 Greene Ufpst. Courtier (1871) 2 
Womans weeds, fennel I mean for flatterers. 1634 Phyala 
Lachrymarum(Nares), Nor fennell-finkle bring for flattery. 

4. attrib.and Comb., as fennel-plant, -root, -seed, 
-stalk ; fennel-like, -rubbed adjs.; also } fennel 
apple, the name of a variety of apple; fennel oil, 
“the oil of common fennel containing anethol and 
a terpene’ (Watts); fennel water, a spirituous 
liquor prepared from fennel seed, = FENOUILLETTE. 

1664 EveLtyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 225 Apples ..*Fennel 
Apple. 1721 in Battery. 1855 SincLeton Virgil I. 65 
Blooming *fennel-plants And giant lilies tossing to and fro. 
1642 Mitton Afol. Swtect. (1851) 288 To see clearer then 
any *fenell rub’d Serpent. cx1o0o Sax. Leechd. III. 28 
*Finol seed .. gnid to duste. 1362 Lanci. P. P/. A. v. 156, 
I haue.. A Ferping-worb of Fenel-seed for bis Fastyng 
dayes. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 528 Take Earth made with 
Marjoram.. bruised, or stamped, and set in it Fennell-Seed. 
1691 Ray Creation 1.75 You can by no Culture..extend a 
*Fennel Stalk to the stature and bigness of an Oak. 1757 
A. Coorer Distiller 11. v. (1760) 126 Simple Waters now 
commonly made are .. Cinamon-water, *Fennel-water, etc. 
1879 Encycl. Brit. (ed. 9) 1X. 76/1 The fruits. .are used for 
the preparation of oil of fennel and fennel water. 


Fenner (fenar). rare. [f. FEN 5.1+-ER1] = 
FEN-MAN. 

1844 [see Fen sd ey ‘ 

+ Fennilich, a. Obs. [f. Funny + -/ch,-Ly1.] 
Dirty, filthy, miry. 

ai225 St. Marher. 15 Fule ant fenniliche i fleschliche 
fulthen. c 1230 Hadi Meid. 11 Into fulde fenniliche akasted 
se monie. | : 

+Fennin, fenny. 0s. [Corruption of Ger. 
pfenni(n\g.] English names for the German coin 
Pfennig, now worth about a tenth of a penny. 

1611 Coryat Crudities 465 'Tinne money called fennies. 
1756 Nucent Gr. Tour II. 61 In most of the king of Prussia’s 
dominions, the moneys are expressed by crowns .. grosses, 
and fennins. . 

Fennish (fenif), a. [f. Frn s0.1+4-18H.] 

1. =Fenny a1 1. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach's Husb. 1. (1586) 24 The land it 
selfe is .. called .. fennishe, where the water still continues. 
1602 Futpecke 2nd Pt. Parall. 54 To turne..fennish ground 
into firme ground. 12661 Lovet, Hist. Anim. §& Min. 145 
In Fennish and watery places. 1727 in Baiey vol. II. 

2. Belonging to or produced from a fen, Also 
of a bird: Inhabiting the fen. 

1574 Wuitcirt Def, Aunsw. iii. § 30. 378 All the Fennishe 
waters in a whole Countrey. 1600 Maides Metam. 11. in 
Bullen O, PZ. I, 120 Where fennish fogges and vapours do 
abound, 166r Lovett /7ist. Anim. § Min, Introd. 4 Tit- 
mouse, great fennish. 1851 College Life time Fas. I, 63 
Symonds fell a victim to the fennish malaria. 

3. Savouring of the fen; muddy. 

1661 J. Cuitprey rit. Bacon 88 The Stews..were made 
to feed Pikes and Tenches fat, and to scour them from their 
muddy Fennish taste. 


Fenny (feni), a1 [OE. fenniz, f. fgnn Fun.] 

1. Of the nature of, or characterized by, fen; 
boggy, swampy. 

cxo00 AiLFric Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 147 Uliginosus ager, 
fennig ecer. ¢ 1420 Padlad. on Husb, 11. 22 The fenny feeld 
it is not forto plowe. ax1440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 12 
Right vncleene it was and as a maryce dunge and fenny 








FENT. 


with water. 1853 Even Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 19 They 
are.. possi i .. in fennie & marrishe groundes. 1624 
Carr. Smita Virginia iv. 162 Large Fenny ynwholsome 
Marshes. 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 406 P 4 They journey 
through the fenny Moors. 1805 Luccock Nat. Wool 186 
Almost the only animal of the kind known through the 
fenny district. 1858 Busunett Wat. § Supernat. vi. (1864) 
192 Muddy rivers, with their fenny shores, tenanted by 
hideous alligators. ; é 

2. Inhabiting, growing, or produced in a fen. 


Now only of plants. 

1543 TRAHERON Vigo's Chirurg. 11. ix. 42 He must abstaine 
also from maryshe fyshes and fennie, and drye .. oystres. 
1545 AscHam To.roph. (Arb.) 128 A fennye goose. 1587 
Harrison England 1, xxii. (1877) 1. 343 Fennie bote, 
broome, turffe, [etc.] .. will be good merchandize euen in 
the citie of London. 1605 Suaxs. AZacé. Iv. i. 12 Fillet of 
a Fenny Snake, In the Cauldron boyle and bake. 1607 
Tors. Serpents (1608) 705 Dragons..fenny, and living in 
the marishes. c 1629 Layton Synos Plea Ep. Ded., Fenny- 
Bitters in their hollowe canne make a terrible noyse. 1660 
Lovett Hist. Anim. §& Min. 181 They are a fenny fowl. 
a@172x Prior Solomon 1. 324 In the troubl'd Stream and 
fenny Brake. 1818 Keats Endy. 1. 80 Winding through 

almy fern, and rushes fenny. 1822 Hoop Lycus, Like a | 
fone silver rivulet under The long fenny grass, 

+3. Muddy, dirty. Also fig. Obs. 

¢ 897 K. AEFreD Gregory's Past. xiii. 74 Gif sio [hond].. 
bid..fennegu. 13.. £. £. Addit. P. B. 1113 Pa3 pou be 
man fenny, & al to-marred in myre .. Pou may schyne pur3 
schryfte. a1340 Hampote Psalter Ixxvii. 50 Vayn ianglynge 
pat is in fenny wittes. 1635 QuArLes A767. 11. xiv. (1718) 
118 What fenny trash maintains the smoth'ring fires Of his 
desires ! ' ; 

4. Comb., fenny-seated a., situated in a fen; 


+ fenny-stones, a kind of Orchis. 

163x WeEEVER Anc. Fun. Mon. 58 That famous fone 
seated Monastery. 1597 GrerarDE Herbal 1. cv. 174 Of 
Fennie stones, 1678 Puitiirs, enmy-stones, a plant some- 
what of the nature and kind of the Cynos Orchis or Dog- 
stones, 1721-1800 Baiey, Fevmy-stones. 

Fenny, 2.2 Ods. exc. dial. Also 1 fynis, 8 
vinny. [OE. fyniz, f. fyne, FEN sb.2 mould. Cf. 
Frinew.] Spoiled with damp, mouldy, musty. 

c1o00 AEtFric Yosh. ix. 5 Finie hlafas. 1573 Tusser usd, 
xxxv. (1878) 83 More fennie the laier the better his lust, 
more apt to beare hops when it crumbles like dust. 1674 
Ray S. §& £. C. Words 65 Fenny cheese, mouldy cheese, 
Kent. 1736 Lewis 7hanet Gloss., Fenny, rotten, mouldy 
cheese ‘vinny cheese’. ¢1860 Kentish dial. ‘This bread 
is fenny ma’am, all through lying in that damp place.’ 

Fennyxe, obs. form of PHa@nix, 

Feno(c)chio, obs. f. Finocuto, sweet fennel. 

Fenoe, Fenoed, var. of Finew, FINEWED, Ods. 

+Fenory. Ols. rave—'. [f. L. fenor-, fenus 
interest +-Y3.] Interest of money. 

1572 T. Witson Usurye 85 b, Usurye or fenorye is a gayne 
demaunded aboue y® principal. — : 

+Fenouil. [in F. fexouzdlet, f. fenourl FENNEL] 
= Fennel apple; see FENNEL 4. 

1664 Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 207 Apples. . John-Apples, 


Robillard, Red Fennouil. 
+Fenouille‘tte. Also 8 fenouillet(e. [a. 


F. fenouztllette, f. fenouil ¥ENNut.] Fennel water. 
1706 Lond. Gaz. No. 4280/4 French Wines, most Clarets, 
Prunes, Brandy, and Fenouillete, 1715 Dr. Szwift’s Real 
Diary 5 (D.) He’s a silly fellow. Went home to take some 
fenouillet I was so sick of him, 1758 J. S. Le Dran’s 
Observ. Surg. (1771) 282, I..found a scent of Fenouillette, 

Fenow(e, -ed, var. of Finrw, Frnewrp, Oés. 

Fensabill, -bly, obs. ff. Frncrpin, FENncrBiy. 

+ Fensive, a. Os. [Shortened form of Dz- 
FENSIVE, ] = DEFENSIVE. 

1583 STanyHursT 7vezs 11. (Arb.) 53 Fensiue seruice. 
1595 BARNFIELD Som. i, Skin, the bodies fensiue wall. 1602 
Warner 4/6, Eng. 15 The Troyans .. seeke to retire into 
their fensive towne. 1521 Quartes Div. Poems, Esther 
(1717) 157 The Hills His fensive Bulwarks are. 

[f. fens, 


+Fensure. Ods. Also 6 feanser. 
@1700 Lord of 


obs. f. FENCE v.+-URE.] <A fence. 

1552 Hutoet, Fence or fensure, vaddu7. 

Lorn in Roxb, Ball, (1874) 11. 352 The Lady is a hunting 
gone over feanser that is so high, 

Fent (fent), 5d. Also 5 vent, 5-7 fente, 7 fenth. 
[ad. Fr. fente, f. fendre :—L, findére to split.] 

1. A short slit or opening in a robe, esf. the 
opening at the throat, usually closed by a brooch, 
trimmed with fur, ete, Also a placket or placket- 
hole. Now chiefly dal, 

1430 Sy Gener. (Roxb.) 5941 The stroke vndre the fent, 
eats al a-side it went. cx14qo0 Promp. Parv. 156 
Fente of a clothe, 72budatorium. c1450 Henryson Jo 
Fab, 55 Flours fair furred on euerie fent, 1459 Wardrobe 
Sir T. Fastolf in rele es 15 XXI. 253, i jakket of red 
felwet, the ventis bounde with red lether. a 1500 Assembly 
of Ladies, The coller and the vent.. With greate perles.. 
were couched al after one worching. 1502 Privy Purse 
Exp. Eliz. of York (1830) 69 Item for a nayle of sarcenet 
for fentes for the same gowne iiijd. 1530 Patscr. 219/2 
Fent of a gowne, i 16rrx Cotcr, La fente d'une 
chemise, the fent of a shirt. 1652 Urqunart Yewel Wks. 
(1834) 241 A cloth of gold petticoat, in the anterior fente 
whereof was an asteristick ouch. 1814 Law Case (Jam.), 
He put his hand. .into the fent of her petticoat. 

2. +a. Acrack in the skin (0ds.); b. (see quot. 
1776); @. an opening or rift in the ground. 

1597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 188 Clifts or Fenths in the 
Eares or Nose, 1776 Da Costa Conch. 243 The fent (Rima) 
is the opening of the Shells on the Slopes. 1878 Lapy 
Heronert tr, itbner's Ramble i. ii. 244 A ravine, or rather 
a deep fent in the soil. ; 


FENT. 


3. dial. The binding of any part of the dress. 

1847 in Hattiwett. 1877 NV. W. Linc. Gloss., Fent, the 
binding of a woman’s dress. 

4. A remnant (of cloth). 

1847 in HaALLIwELL, 1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss., ents 
..remnants of cloth in varieties. 1860 O’Neitt Chez. 
Calico-Printing 312 If a fent mordanted for black and 
purple be dipped in hot caustic soda, it will [etc.]. 1865 
B, Briertey /rkdale 1. 156 A couple of fents of his own 
weaving. — 

5. attrib., (sense 4) as fent-dealer, -merchant. 

1884 Manch. Exam. 18 Sept. 5/3 Mr. M... started in 
business as a fent and general merchant. 1892 SrimmMonps 
Trade Dict. Sup., Fent-Dealer, a piece broker, a retailer 
of remnants of cloth. 

+ Fent, v. Obs. rare—'. 
? To make slits in. 

_.1589 oe Rec. 1V. 227 For fentinge tenne moryons 
ijs. tijd. 

Fent, -ly, obs. and dial. ff. Fatnrsd., FAINTLY, 

Fenugreek (fenivgr7k). Forms: 1 fenogre- 
cum, 4-5 fene-, feyngrek, (4 feiny greke), 6 
fene-, feny-greke, fen(e)-, fenigreek(e, (6 fene- 
eryck, 7 foenegreeke), 6-7 feni-, feny-, fenu- 
grec(k, (S fenegry), 7 fenu-Greek, 9 foenu- 
greek, 7—- fenugreek. [OE. /enxogrecum, L. 
Senugrecum for fenum Grecum Greek hay, the 
name given by the Romans (see quot. 1861). The 
ME. and later forms are ad. Fr, fenugrec=Pr. 
fenugrec, fengrec.| 

1. A leguminous plant (77igonella Fenum Gre- 
cum) cultivated for its seeds, which are used by 
farriers. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd, 11. 181 Wip sarum mazan eft zedo on 
wearmne ele ba wyrt pe hatte fenogrecum, 13.. Med. 
Recerpt in Rel. Ant. I. 51 Tak..feinygreke..and farse the 
catte. c1420 Pallad, on Hush, 11. 43 Ffeyngrek ..is to be 
sowe..in this Janes ende. 1562 Turner Heréal i. 5a, The 
flour or meale of Fenegreke. 1631 Markuam Cheap Husd, 
1. Table Hard Words, Menugreek is an Herb which hatha 
long slender trailing stalk. 1708 W. Kine Cookery ix, The 
herb fenugreek, with pickles, oil, and wine, was a Roman 

_dainty. 186: Miss Prarr Wlower. Pl. 11. 97 Fenugreek .. 
so called by the Romans from their having adopted .. the 
practice of cutting and drying it for fodder. 1877 EricHsEn 
Surg. I. 15 The patient should be roused by the use of 
vinegar or fenugreek. 

2. attrib., as fenugreek-flower, -seed. 

1614 Markuam Cheap Husd. 1. v. (1668) 41 Take. .of Fenu- 
greek-seed one ounce. 1643 J. STEER tr. xp. Chyrurg. 
vi. 25 A Decoction of Foenegreeke or Melelot flowers. 1791 
Hamitton Berthollet’s Dyeing I1, 1. m. ii, 136 One dram 
of fenugreek seed. 1853 Sover Pantroph. 144 Cook it ina 
saucepan with..fenugreek seed. 

Fenum, obs. f. Fanum, dial. f. of Venom. 

Fenyce, obs. form of PH@NIX. 


+Fenyent, ce. Sc. Obs. rare. [a.OF, fergnant.] 
= FAINEANT attr70. 

1444 Sc. Acts 19 Jan. (ttle), Act for the way-putting of 
Fenyent Fules. 

Fenyhe, -ye, -yie, obs. Sc. forms of Frten. 

Feny(ne, obs. form of Frian. 

Fenysh, obs. form of F1nisx. 

Feo, obs. form of FEE 50.1 and 2, 

Feoble, obs. form of FEEBLE. 

Feodary, Feodatory: sce FrEv-. 

Feod(e, obs. forms of FEuD sd.1 and 2. 

Feoff, var. form of Firr sd. 

Feoff (fef), v. Forms: 3 feoffen, 3-7 feff, 
6-7 feoffe, (feofe, feoffee), 4-7 feoff, (9 dal. 
feft). Pa. ¢. and pa. pple. feoffed; also 5-6 
feft(e, 7 feoft. See also Fimr v. [Early ME. 

feoffen, ad. AF. feoffer, OF. feuffer, fieffer, f. fieu, 
Ff : see Fur sd.2, Fiur sd.] 

. Law. trans. To put in legal possession (pro- 
perly confined to freehold interests in corporeal 
hereditaments; formerly sometimes inaccurately 
used of leasehold); =ENFEOFF v. I. ? Obs. 

c12z90 S. Hung. Leg. 1. 463/33 To feoffen heore children 
pare-wizechon, 1297 R. Giouc, (Rolls) 7585 Men of religion 
of normandie. . He feffede here mid londes. ¢1330 R. BRUNNE 
Chron. (1810) 35 Pe abbey of Rumeye he feffed richely With 
rentes. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Fustina 648 Pe bischope 
gert pane a nunry make & feffit for Justinis sake. c 1386 
Cuaucer Merch. T. 454 Every script and bond, By which 
that sche was feoffed inhislond. 1415 2. Z. Wills (1882) 24 
The londes rentes that 3e bun feoffed In. c1425 WyNTOUN 
Cron. Vv. x. 347 He fefte be kyrk..Wytht gret and fayre and 
fre Franchys. ¢1430 How W7se Mon tau3t Son 96 in Babecs 
Bk. (1868) 5 For ritchesse take hir neuere be more Pou3 sche 
wolde pee bobe feffe & ceese. 1520 Cavton’s Chron, Eng. 
vy. 49 b/2 Whan Arthur had thus his knyghtes feoffed. 1573 
Tusser Husé, cxiii. (1878) 213 Gentrie standes, not all by 
landes, Nor all so feft. 1620 Br. Hatt Hox. Mar. Clergie 
ur. § 8 Anastatius. .feoffed in some Temporalties which hee 
would rather die than not leave to his issue. 

b. Zo feoff(one person) fo the ase of (another) : 
to invest with the legal estate, subject to an obliga- 
tion to allow the use to (the other person). 

Until 1535 this proceeding was very commonly resorted to 
to evade the burdens incident to ownership of land. ‘The 
Statute of Uses passed in that year provided that in all 
cases of feoffment to uses the ces/mz gue wse should have the 
legal estate. 

1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 20 § 7 Persones feoffed or seased 
to thuse of theym. 


[f prec. sb.]. ¢vazs. 
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+e. fig. Obs. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 239 Men gyf God pe lest, 
pe feffe him with a ferping. c1350 W72ll. Palerne 193 Til 
alle his felawes were ferst feffed to here paie. ¢1374 
Cuaucer Boeth, u. iii. 38 Po feffedest pou fortune wib 
glosynge wordes. c1450 Crt. of Love 932 Nay God forbid 
to feffe you so with grace. c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 
115 Ye two are welle feft, sam inastede. a1656 Br. Hatt 
Ren. Wks, (1660) 154 That we may be feoffed in that blessed 
inheritance. 

d. + In wider sense; To present (a person) wh 
anything (ods.). Also diad. (see quot. 1855). 

1377 Lanct. P, PZ. B. u. 146 And feffe false-witnes with 
floreines ynowe. ¢ 1480 JZerlin 374 The kynge hym feffed 
with his right glove. 1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss., Fefted, 
legally secured with a maintenance. ‘ He fefted his wife on 
so much a year.’ 


+2. To confer (a heritable possession) zon, 
Chiefly fig. Ods. 


1571 GoLDING Calvin on Ps. \xxiii.7 God feoffeth abundance 
of all good thinges upon them. 1592 WARNER A/d, Eng. 
Vil, xxxv. (1612) 169 Those Stiles .. were strange, but thay 
Did feofe them on the base-borne Muffe. 1612-5 Br. HaLu 
Contempl., O, T. x. vi, He makes his son his priest, and 
feoffees that sinne upon his sonne which he received from 
his mother. 1649 — Cases Consc. m1. i, (1654) 169 Feoffing 
a supernaturall vertue upon drugges, 


Feoffee (felt). Zaw. Forms: 5-6 feffee, 5 
fefee, -i(e, 5-7 feotfe, 5-8 feofe(e, 7 feofy, 9 
feeoffe(e, 6- feoffee. [ad. AF. feof’, pa. pple. 


of feoffer : see prec.] 

1, The person to whom a freehold estate in Jand 
is conveyed by a feoffment. 

1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 5 § 17 The donees, feoffes, 
lessees, and deuisees therof. 1660 Bonn Scu¢. Reg. 92 The 
Feoffee his title is only from the Feoffor. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) LV. 427 In this case. .the feoffee hath an estate 
upon condition. 1876 Dicsy Real Prop. i. 49 The grantor 
is called the feoffor, the grantee the feoffee. 

2. spec. a. (More fully /eoffee zz or of trust.) A 
trustee invested with a freehold estate in land. Now 
chiefly applied in #/. to certain boards of elected 
or nominated trustees holding land for charitable 
or other public purposes. Also in Feoffee to Uses: 
see FEOFF v. I b. 

(1275 Stat. Westm. 1. 3 Edw, 7, c. 48 Et si lenfaunt seit 
aloingne ou destourbe par Je gardein ou par le feoffe ou 
par autre par quei il ne puisse sasise suire.] 1411 Z, FE. 
IV ills (2882) 19 Tenementes .. stondynge in feffies handes. 
1491 Act 7 Hen, VII, c. 2 § 5 They and their feoffes to 
the use of every of theym. 1593 NorpEen Sec. Brit, 
M’sex. 1. 22 The schole is in the disposition of sixe go- 
vernors or feffees. 1596 SpeNsER State Jrel. (1633) 19 
Desmond .. conveyed secretly all his lands to Feoffees of 
trust, 1631 T. PoweLt Yom all Trades 145 In the gift of 
the Executor, Heire, or Feofee of such Donor. 1647 
Diccrs Unlawf. Taking Arms ii. 2t As children who have 
lost a father, and whose fortunes by his care are left to 
Feoffees in trust. 1655 Govge's Comm. Heb., Life, He was 
chosen a Trustee or Feofy. 1680 Evetyn Diary (1827) III. 
26 A meeting of the feoffees of the poore of our parish. 1735 
H. Gresworp Let. to Walmesley in Boswell Fohnson an. 
1736, It takeing up some time to informe the feoffees [of the 
school] of the contents thereof. 1861 W. S. Perry //7s¢, 
Ch. Eng. 1, xii. 417 The attempt which the Puritans were 
..making to strengthen their party, by means of a Cor- 
poration of Feoffees to buy up impropriations, 

Jig. 1685 GuRNALL Chr. in Arm. x1. (1669) 392/t Art thou 
not God's feoffee in trust to take care of their souls? 

+b. (More fully coffe zn mortgage.) A mort- 
gagee. Obs. 

1s90 SwiInbuRNE Testaments 93 In this case .. the feoffee 
cannot deuise the corne growing vpon the said lande. 1628 
Coxe Ox Litt, 209 b, The Feoffee in morgage. 4 

Hence Fe'offeeship, the office of a feoffee. 

1652 GAULE MZagastrom. 239 Whether you shall waxe rich 
by. .offices, places, executorship, feoffeship, &c. 

Feoffment (fe‘fmént). Zaw. Forms: 4-6, 9 
dial, feff(e)ment, (5 feefe-, fef(e)ment), feoffa- 
ment, 5,9 dal. feftment, 6-7 feoffe-, feof(e)- 
ment, 6- feoffment. [a. AF. /eoffement; see 
Frorr v, and -MENT.] 

1, The action of investing a person with a fief or 
fee. In technical lang. applied esf. to the particular 
mode of conveyance (originally the only one used, 
but now almost obsolete) in which a person is in- 
vested with a freehold estate in lands by livery of 
seisin (at common law generally but not necessarily 
evidenced by a deed, which however is now re- 
quired by statute). 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 254 Edward ., salle gyue 
Philip be Kyng Alle holy Gascoyn.. After pe forty dayes of 
pat feffement, Philip .. salle gyue [etc.]. 1439 2. £. Wills 
(7882) 118 By wey of graunt or feeffement. 1440 Prop. 
Parv.153 Fefement, feofamentum. 1465 Mann. § Househ. 
Exp. 475 Item, to go throw wyth the feffement of my 
lordes of Norffolke. 1531 Dial. on Laws Eng. 1. xxi. 
(1638) 39 He that hath the estate, may lawfully.. make a 
feoffement thereof. 1660 R. Coxe Power & S72b7. 25 Feoff- 
ment. .is the most ancient and necessary Conveyance which 
is used by the Common Law, 1767 Biackstone Comm, 
II. 11. xx. 311 By the mere words of the deed the feoffment 
is by no means perfected. 1875 Poste Gaius u. Comm, 
(ed. 2) 172 The essence of a feoffment is livery of seisin. 

b. spec. (more fully) feoffment in, of, upon, 
trust ; feoffment to uses: see FEOFF v. 1 b. 

1489 Plumpton Corr. 7o A feoffament of trust indented 
made by your mastership unto me. 1490 /dzd. 97 William 
Plompton .. shewed to me a copy of astate & feftment, 
mad by my master..to certaine feofes, to his beofe [=to his 


FERAL. 


own use] of lands. .for terme of his lyfe. 1538 LELAND /¢7x, 
IV. 14 To whom he left his Land in Feoment withowt 
Declaration of Wylle to any use. 1552 HuLort, Feofment 
of trust, 7idez commetssum. 1606 HoLLanp Sxeton. § 23. 165 
The iurisdiction as touching feofments upon trust. 1695 
Kennett Par. Antig. (1818) Il. 58 This feoffment was 
judicially suppressed... Feb. 13, 1633. 1827 Hattam Cowst, 
fTist, (1876) I. vi. 344 The practice of feoffments to uses, 
e. dial. An endowment. 

1561 Richmond. Wills (Surtees) 151, I will that all suche 
feoffaments and annuities as I have made unto Symonde.. 
Askwithe shall stand according to th’ effecte of my graunte 
therof maide. 1855 Roninson Whitby Gloss., Fefiments, 
portions of property belonging to an endowment. 

d. Deed of feoffment: The instrument or deed 
by which corporeal hereditaments are conveyed. 

1545-6 in Lug. Gilds (1870) 252 Hys dede of feoffement. 
1616 B. Jonson Devil an Ass w.iii, He..ha’s caused A deed 
of feoffment .. To be drawne yonder. 1765 BLAcKsTONE 
Comm. 1.79 By the custom of gavelkind, an infant of fifteen 
years may by one species of conveyance (called a deed of 
feoffment) convey away his lands in fee simple. 1876 Ban- 
crort Hist, U. S. 11. xxiv, 111 The lower province was 
granted by two deeds of feoffment. 

Wels Saal, Olas 

1377 Lana. P. PZ. B. 1.72 Symonyeand cyuile. . vnfoldeth 
pe feffement. 14.. Plumpton Corr, 46 My nephew. .shewed 
to mea wyll made upona feftment. 1672 Perry Pol, Anat. 
(1691) 7 Forg’d Feofments, 

3. The fief conferred. 


¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 249 Fo [v.7. To] wild pe 
feffementes ald & pei granted pertille. 


Feoffor, feoffer (fe‘for). Zaw. Forms: 5 
feffer, (6 -or), -our(e, fefowre, 6 feofer, -ffour, 
7 -ffeer, 5— feoffor, 6-feoffer. [ad. AF. feoffour, 
f. feoffer Fuorr v.] 

1. One who makes a feoffment to another. Rarely 
ffist. in feudal sense: One who invests another 
with a fief, 

1440 Promp, Parv. 153 Fefowre, feofatus. 1483 Act1 Rich. 
ITT, c. 1 The Sellers, Feoffors, Donors, or Granters. 1594 
West 22d Pt. Symbol, Chancerie § 37 ‘The feoffor .. may 
reenter and have hys land again, 1613 Sir H. Fincun Law 
(1636) 133 A good Liuery of seisin if the other enter in the 
feoffors life time, 1767 Biackstone Comm. II. 1. xx. 
311 Unless the feoffor..hath given it a longer continuance. 
1865 Nicuots Brittox Il. 6 The first feoffor or the lord of 
the most ancient fee has a better right. 1888 Eng. Hist. 
Rev, III. 4x Can a feoffer dispose of a fief without the 
written consent of his feodary ? 

2. Formerly often misused for FEOFFEE. 

1426 E. &. Wills (1882) 71, I praye my feffours bat bay 
wolde enfeffe Philippe Dene on .vj. marces of rente. 1535 
J. ATwWett in Wells Wills (1890) 82 My feoffers of all my 
lands in Bromfelde. 1603 H. Crosse Vertues Comm, 
(1878) 91 Hee is a bayliffe, steward, and Feoffer in trust. 

+ Feofydye. Ods. = Feoffment in trust (Anglo- 
L. feoffamentum fidet ; ? abbreviated feof: fidez ). 

1544-5 J. Mere Lez. in Abp. Parker's Corr, (Parker Soc.) 
18, I would most heartily desire you. .to know who receiveth 
the feofydye of West Walton in Marshlands. 

Feoh, obs. form of FEE sd,1 

Feole, variant form of Fete a. and adv. 

Feon, Feond, obs. forms of PHEON, FIEND. 

Feood, obs. form of Frup sd,1 

+ Fer, v. App. meaningless; see context of quot. 
1599, of which the phrase in 1611 is prob, an echo. 

1599 Suaxs. Hen. V, 1v. iv. 29 Boy. He sayes his Name 
is M. Fer. Pist. M. Fer: Ile fer him, and firke him, and 
ferrethim, 1611 BArrey Ram Alley u. i, 1..could haue ferd 
and ferkt y’away a wench As soon as eare a man a liue. 

Fer, obs. form of Far; Frar sd. ; FIRE. 

Fera: see FERRA. 

Feracious (féré':fos), a. [f. L. feract-, ferax 
(f. fer-re to bear)+-ous.] Bearing abundantly ; 
fruitful, prolific. 

1637 Pocxuincton Altave Chr. 148 This feracious and 
pregnant Plebiscite. 1657 Tomtinson Reno's Disp. 303 
Which being very feracious would surrept all aliment from 
their wheat. 1735 Tnomson Laverty 111. 363 Like an oak, 
Nurs'd on feracious Algidum. 1843 CARLYLE Past § Pr. 
(1858) 139 A world so feracious, teeming with endless results, 

Feracity (fcre'siti). rare. [ad. L. ferdcitat-em, 
noun of quality f. ferdx; see prec. and -aciTy.] 
The quality of being feracious; fruitfulness, pro- 
ductiveness. ‘+ Ofa person: The profit he makes. 

c1420 Pallad, on Hush. xu. 68 [The olive] wagged with 
wynde of feracitee. 1448 JZS, Records Grocers Company, 
Facsimile Copy 292 That eny seche brocour.. Shulde be 
contributory to the werkes of the place. Euery Brocour 
after his feraucite. 16530 ELperrieLp 7y¢hes 134 ‘The earth, 
cursed, .into a..natural feracity of briars and thorns. 1793 
Beattie Moral Sc. iw. i. § 3. 517 Such writers, instead of 
brittle, would say fragile, instead of fruitfulness, feracity. 
1822 Mrs. E, Natuan Langreath 111. 290 The lack of fera- 
city arising from the lower orders becoming desidiose. 


Feral (fier3l), a1 [ad. L. feraZzs of or per- 
taining to funeral rites or to the dead.] 
1. Of a deadly nature; deadly, fatal. 


1621 Burton Anat, Mel, 1. i. 1. xi. (1651) 30 Thence come 
..Vitious habits .. feral diseases. 1652 GAULE Magastrom. 
303 Czesar himselfe had noted, that the Ides of March would 
be ferall to him. 1773 J. Ross /vatricide (MS.) 1, 298 The 
feral tempter. .Stalks noiseless round him. 

b. Astrol. (See quots.) 

The astrologers identified this with Frrat a.? 

1647 Litty Chr. Astrol. xvi. 89 Feral Signes are {2 
[Leo] and last part of x’ [Sagittarius], Jdzd. clvi. 648 ¢ in 
the seventh in ferall signes, argues death by Distraction. 
1658-1706 Puituirs, Feral Signs are Leo and the last part 


FERAL. 


of Sagittarius, so call’d, not only upon Account of the 
representing the Figure of wild Beasts, but also [etc.]. 1819 
J. Witson Dict, Astrol.,'‘The ) is also said to be feral, when 
she is void of course, having separated from a planet, and 
applying to no other. 

2. Of or pertaining to the dead ; funereal, gloomy. 

1640 GaupENn Love Truth (1641) 26 Those Owles, and Bats, 
and ferall Birds that love Darknesse, 1648 Zikon Bas. 134 
Such a degree of splendour, as those ferall birds shall be 
grieved to behold. 1678 H. Vaucuan Thalia Rediv. (1858) 
246 A night, where. .feral fires appear instead of stars. 1705, 
BERKELEY Cave Dunmore Wks. 1871 IV. 504 Ravens, 
screech-owls, and such like feral birds. 1785 HrapLey Ruins 
Broomholm Priory 14 in Fugitive Pieces 4 Oft the Bird of 
Night Lengthens her feral note. 1881 PALGRAVE Visions of 
Lng. 302 In feral order slow, The slaughter-barges go. 

Feral (fieral), a2 [f. L. fer-a wild beast + -AL.] 

1. Of an animal: Wild, untamed. Of a plant, 
also (rarely\, of ground: Uncultivated. 

Now often applied to animals or plants that have lapsed 
into a wild from a domesticated condition. 

1659 D. Pett Jpr. Sea 213 It is impossible to reduce 
this feral creature. 1859 Darwin Orig. Sec. i. (1878) 18 
The dovecot pigeon..has become feral in several places. 
1875 LyeLt Princ. Geol. II. 11. xxxv. 281 Domesticated 
animals allowed to run wild or become ‘feral’, 1877 Cours 
& Aten NV. Amer. Rod. 200 A corresponding variability is 
as normal to some purely feral animals as to the semi- 
domesticated species, 1882 W. T. T. Dyer in Nature XXV. 
390 The Jardin des Plantes deals not merely with plants in 
their feral, but also in their cultivated state. 1882 GEIKIE 
Geol. Sketches 377 The feral ground, or territory left in a 
state of nature and given up to game, lies mostly upon rocks. 

2. Of, pertaining to, or resembling a wild beast ; 


brutal, savage. 

1604 T. Wricut Passions v. 268 Some ..arrive at a cer- 
tayne ferall or savage brutishnesse. 1659 D. Peui Zpr. 
Sea 299 That feral and savage kinde of people which are .. 
of a Cannibal..nature. /é/d. 368 Against the Spaniard, and 
the rest of our feral, and remote Antagonists. 1838 Blackw. 
Mag. XLIII, 789 A..more potent charm .. which converts 
the feral into the human being. 1847 GILFILLAN in 7a/t’s 
Mag. XIV. 622 It is not the feral or fiendish element in 
human nature. 

3. Used as 56.: A wild-beast. Ods. rare. 

1639 G. Daniet Zcclus. xiii. 61 What [alliance] ’twixt those 
ferals of Societie, Hiena and the Dog? 

Hence Fera‘lity, the state of being feral. 

1885 Srattyprass tr. //ehn’s Wand. Plants & Anim, 21 
There often sets in..a period of ferality, when the land 
presents the appearance..of being exhausted by culture. 
Lbid. 39 The freedom in which young horses were bred 
must have frequently led to complete ferality, 


|| Ferash (fera-{). Amglo-ind. Also 7 farras, 

s (Me aS . Sap 

frass, [Urdti from Arab. ws Sarrash, t. Q5,3 

{wrasha to spread.] ‘A menial servant whose 

proper business is to spread carpets, pitch tents, etc., 

and do similar domestic work. In more common 
use in India two centuries ago than now’ (Yule), 

1600 J. Pory tr. Leo’s Africa 11. 321 Other officers called 
Farrasin, that is..chamberlaines. 1698 Fryer Acc, LE. India 
§ P. 67 Where live the Frasses, or Porters also. 1824 Hajji 
Baba \, 59, 1 am a ferash, (a carpet spreader) said he. 1876 
A. Arnotp in Contemp. Rev. June 31 The governor, .kindly 
sent ten ferashes, or servants, to conduct us. 

Ferberite (farbérait). Miz. [f. Ferber name 
of two celebrated mineralogists + -ITE.] 

+1. A proposed name (after J. J. Ferber) for a 
variety of gneiss. Obs. 

181r Pinkerton Petra/. I. 216 The other may be called 
Ferberite, an honour due to Ferber, 4 

2. A variety of wolfram from Southern Spain 
(named by Liebe after R. Ferber 1863). 

1868 Dana J7/n. 604 Ferberite .. on charcoal fuses easily 
toa magnetic globule, 

+ Ferblet, a. Obs. [Perh. for */orblet, pa. pple. 
of */orblete to make soft, f. blete soft.] ? Effeminate. 

a 1300 Fragm. Pop, Sc. (Wright) 275 A slou3 wrecche and 
ferblet, fast and loth to 3eve his god, Jd¢d. 280 Debonere 
ferblet, and lute luste to swynke. 

Fercest, -cost, var. forms of Farcost, Obs. 

+ Fercule. Obs. rare. [ad. L. fercul-um, f. 
ferre to bear.] A frame, barrow, bier. 

1606 HoLLtanp Swefon, 131 He conveighed them within 
two Fercules (or frames). .into the Mausoleum, 

+ Ferd, sJ.1 Obs. Forms: 1 fyrd, 2-4 ferde, 
(3 verde, 2 ferede), 3-5 ferd, (3 feerd, feord), 
5 furde, furthe. See also Farp sb. [OE. ferd, 
ferd, fyrd str. fem. = OF ris. ferd, OS. fard (MDu. 
vaert, Du. vaard, vaart), OHG. fart (MHG. vart, 
Ger. fahrt), ON. ferd (Da. and Sw. fard):— 
OTeut. */art7-z (:—pre-Teut. *portz-s), f. root far- 
(Aryan for-) to go, Fare v1] 

1. A military expedition. OE. only. 

ax000 Byrhinoth 221 (Gr.) Peet ic of pisse fyrde feran 
wille. cx1o0o Ags. Ps. (Thorpe) xliii, 11 [xliy. 9] Peah pu.. 
mid us ne fare on fyrd. 

b. Ln ferd: in warlike array. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 163 With pe wille I go als 
felawes in ferd. 

2. An army, host. 

823 O. EZ. Chron. an. 823 Pa sende he A‘pelwulf his sunu 
of pre fierde. 1154 /d7d. an. 1140 Te king ferde agenes 
him mid micel mare ferd. c1z05 Lay. 4152 He somenede 
faerd swule nes nwuere eer on erde, a1225 Ancr. R. 250 
‘Ter men uihted in peos strongeuerdes. a1250 Owl § Night. 
1668 Havestu..ibanned ferde. c1300 Havelok 2384 Robert 
-.was of al be ferd Mayster. ¢1330 Assump. Virg. 116 
He schal sende after pee Of heuene ferde moche plente, 
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¢1380 Will, Palerne 386 Pemperour .. on his blonk rides .. 
til he fond al his fre ferd. 

3. A band, company, troop; a great number. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 7920 A uerde ber was binorbe pat 
robbede al so uaste. c1350 W7l. Palerne 5326 Pe fairest 
ferde of folk pat euer bi-fore was seie. a 1400-50 Alexander 
5577 Ferly ferd of his folke was in pe fild strangild. ¢ 1400 
Destr. Troy 4094 With fyfty [shippes] in a furthe. c1420 
Anturs of Arth, xv. (Bannatyne Club) 103 Pere folowes me 
a ferde of fendis full fell. 

4. Comb. in early law terms, ferd-fare (see quot. 
1641); ferd-wite (see quots.). 

c10oz0 Secular Laws Cnut § 66 Gif hwa burh-bote obpe 
bricgbote oppe fyrd-fare forsille. c1250 Gloss. Law Terms in 
Rel. Ant. 1. 33 Ferdware, guite de aler en ost. 1641 Termes 
de la Ley 160 Ferdfare is to be quit from going to warre. 
c 1020 Secular Laws Cnut § 12 Fyrd-wite. c1z50 Gloss. Law 
Terms in Rel. Ant. 1. 33 Ferdwite, guite de murance de 
ost. 1641 Termes de la Ley 160 Ferdwit, 1684-1701 
Cowe.t Law Dict., Ferdwit, quit of murder committed in 
the army ; also a fine imposed on persons for not going forth 
in a military expedition. 


+ Ferd, 50.2 Obs. Forms: 4-5 feerd, ferd(e. 
[subst. use of ferd, FEARED Zf/. a.] Fear, terror. 
Chiefly in phrase for ferd. Const. with zzf. or with 
subord. clause introduced by /es¢ or that. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3651 (Cott.) For ferde atte he mistraw, 

ou salle say pou art esau. 13.. &. £. Addit. P. C, 215 

enne such a ferde on hem fel. ¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. 
(1810) 88 Malcolme. fled forferd. ¢1384 CHaucer 1. Fame 
i. 442 He for ferde lost hys wyt. c1420 Padllad. on Hush, 
iv. 160 For ferde of sonne On hem let inne. a@1450 Kut. de 
la Tour 36 Loke that ye have ever a frende.. by you, for 
ferde. c1460 Vowneley Myst, (Surtees) 40 It gars me quake 
for ferd to dee. ’ 

Ferd, var. form of Farp sd.1 Sc. Obs. 

Ferd, obs. form of FEARED ///, a. 

Ferd, obs. form of Fourrs. 

+Ferdegew. ?A vulgarism for FARTHINGALE. 

a 1853 Upaty Royster D. u. iii. (Arb.) 35 We shall go in 
our frenche hoodes euery day; In our silk cassocks..In our 
tricke ferdegews, and billiments of golde. 

|| Fer-de-lance (fer da lais, féerdalans). [Fr. 
= head of a lance (fer lit. ‘iron’).] 

1. Her, A lance-head used as a charge. 

1892 Woopwarp & Burnett Heraldry 1. 731 Fer-de- 
Zance, sometimes pointed, sometimes blunt. 

2. (See quots.) 

1880 Cassell's Nat. Hist. 1V. 319 The Yellow Viper of 
Martinique (Bothrops dlanceolatus) called Fer-de-Lance 
there, 1888 Riverside Nat. Hist, I1l. 396 The genus 
Trigonocephalus includes the most venomous animal of the 
western hemisphere, the celebrated fer-de-lance, 7, Zanceo- 
Jatus, of Brazil. E _ : 

|| Fer-de-moline (fé1 do mg'lzn). Her. [a. F. 
Ser de moulin ‘iron of a mill’.] (See quots.) 

1741 CuampBers Cycl., Mer de Mowlin..is a bearing in 
heraldry; supposed to represent the iron-ink, or ink of 
a mill, which sustains the moving mill-stone, 1864 BouTELL 
Heraldry Hist. § Pop. xvii. § 2. 270 The fer-de-moline or, 

Ferder, obs. form of FURTHER v, 

+ Ferdful. Ods. Forms: 4-5 ferdful(1, feerd- 
ful, (4 fertful), 5 ferdefull, ferdfulle. [f. Frrp 
5b.2 + -FUL.] 

1. objectively, Inspiring fear; awsome, dreadful ; 


= FEARFUL I. 

¢1380 Wycuir SeZ, Wks, 111. 21 Who is pee liik in stal- 
worpnes, Lord’. .feerdful and preisable and doinge wondris? 
1388 — Dan, ii. 31 The loking therof [the ymage] was ferd- 
ful, 1414 Brampton Penit. Ps. xl. (Percy Soc.) 16 Lord !.. 
‘Thi ferdefull face whan I schal se. 1488 Caxton Chast. 
Goddes Chyld. 89 It was..ferdfull to Peter for to be wyth 
cryst in his cruel persecucyon. ; 

2. subjectively. Full of fear; timorous, Also, 
Cautious through fear (of offending); wary. Cf, 
FEARFUL 3. 

1382 Wycur Prov. xxviii. 14 Blisful the man that euer- 
more is ferdful. 1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. v. xxxvi. 
(495) 151 The man is beraft boldenes and hardenes and is 
ertful. 14.. Hoccteve Ad beatam Virginem 47 Hir ferd- 
ful shame, hir shende wole. ¢1489 CAxTon Sonnes of 
Aymion ix. 249 Now shew ye well that ye be ferdfull. axgo2 
in Arnolde Chvon, (1811) 264, I knowe myself so ferdful for 
defaute of comyng. 

Hence Fe‘rdfulness = FEARFULNESS. 

1388 Wycur £zek. xxxii, 23 Alle .. fallynge doun bi 
swerd, whiche 3auen sum tyme her ferdfulnesse in the lond 
of lyuinge men. 1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. vu. i, 
(1495) 296 The worlde is place .. of ferdfulnes and of shame. 
14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 143 [The fiend] caste 
hir downe in to dispayre by ferdefulnesse. 

+ Ferding, Ods. Also1 fyrdung, 4 fardung. 
[OE. fyrdung, {. fyrdian to go on an expedition, 
f. fyrd, Ferp sb.1] A military expedition; an army. 

c1000 Laws Ethelred V, 26 Beo man Zeorne.. ymbe 
fyrdunga, ¢1020 Secular Laws Cnut § 79 And se man be 
on bam fyrdunge zetforan his hlaforde fealle. c1200 Trin. 
Coll. Hom. 189 Mannes liflode buuen eorde is fardung. 
c12s0 Gen. & Hx, 842 On-kumen was cadalamor, king of 
elam, wid ferding stor. 

+Ferdlac. Os. In 4 ferdlayk. [f. ferd, 
FEARED ff, a.: see -L0CK.] A state of fear, terror. 

1340 Hamprore Pr. Consc. 2915 Ne he for ferdelayk is 
witte shuld lese. /é¢d. 6427 Pe synful par [in helle] sal fele, 
pai suld in grete ferdlayk be broght. 

+Ferdly, a. Obs. rare—', [f, Furp 50,2 + 
-LY1.] Fearful, frightful. 

1440 in Pol. Rel. & L. Poems (1866) 216 Nad I ben bab- 
ae in water and salt, This ferdly fester wolde neuer me 
TO0, 





FERE. 


Ferdness, obs. form of FEAREDNESS. 


Fe'rdship. O¢s. [f. ferd, Fuarup fl. a. + 


-sHip.] Terror. 

ax400-50 Alexander 988 And letis all ferdschip at flee. 

+ Ferdy, 2. Obs. rare—1. [f. Frrp 5b.2 + -¥1.] 
Fearful, timid. 
pease Cursor M, 17685 (Trin.) He seide Joseph be not 
erdy. 
Fere,sd.! Obs.exc.arch, Forms: a. 1 Northumb,. 


foera, 2-9 fere, 3 south. vere, 3-6 fer, 3, 6-8 
Sc. feir, (5 fevr), 4-8 feare, 4-9 feer(e. 8B. 
6-8 phear(e, pheer(e, 7 phere. [ME. /eve, 
ONorthumb. féra, aphetic f. OF. geféra (Y-FERE) 
:—pre-Eng. *¢forjon-, f. gi- (Y-) together + *ford 
going, way, f. ablaut-root of faran.] 

1. Acompanion, comrade, mate, partner; whether 
male or female; + rarely in comb. with a sb., as 


meat-, play-, school-, sucking-fere : see those words, 

c975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt. xxili. 30 Ne warun we foeran 
eora in blodgyte uitgana. cx205 Lay. 26135 Howel .. nom 
al his feren and ferde to pan munte. a@1225 Ancr. R. 86 
Vp hauest monie ueren. @1300 Cursor J/. 8607 (Cott.) 

ra hir fere sco stall hir barn. 1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 70 
Till hunt hym owt off the land..as he war..a theyff, or 
theyffs fer. 1393 Lancv. ?. Pl. C. xvi. 19 Peter. .and hus 
fere Andreu. c1420 S¥r Ammadace (Camden) lviii, ‘Is he 
comun’ he sayd, ‘my nowun true fere?’ 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. 11. 600 Few feiris with him that tyme he hed. 
a@1872 GascoIcne Arraigun. of Lover, A quest, Of whom 
was falshoode formoste feere. 1575 Appius §& Virginia in 
Hazl. Dodsley 1V. 113 My sovereign lord and friendly pheer. 
1627 Drayton Agincourt 100 Englands valient Infantry his 
Pheres. a 1778 ‘ Hobie Noble’ vii. in Child Ballads clxxxix, 
(1890) 2/t My feiries five! 1830 TENNyson Poems 40 The 
lamb .. raceth freely with his fere. 1867 Jean INGELOW 
Story Doom v.58 [She] went forth With fair and flattering 
words, among her feres. 1880 WexBs Goethe's Faust 24 
Mine ancient fere, be merry ! 

b. in phrases: 40 choose, have, love, take to or 


unto (one’s) fere. 

c1200 Trin. Coll. Hont. 11 Elch man haued to fere on 
engel of heuene. az2zs0 Prov. Alfred 222 in O. EL. Mise. 
116 Ne may he for-vare pe hyne haueb to vere. c¢ 1300 
Cursor AM. 4450 (Gott.) Bot pe mayster iaoler To ioseph 
taght paim vnto fere. c1320 Cast. Love 483 He ne louede 
[me] neuere to fere, Pat Merci my suster nul not here. 
c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 498 Whom shall y hane now to my 
ffer? cx1440 Partonope 129 Ye haue chose me to youre 
feere. 

ce. of inanimate things. 

1593 SouTHWELL St. Peter's Conzpl. To Rdr., Licence my 
single penne to seeke a pheere. 1595 — Poems, David's 
Peccavi i, Feares now are my pheares. 

2. A consort ; spouse ; a husband or wife ; +rarely 
nuptial, wedded fere. Also in phrases, Zo give, 
have, marry, take, wed to one's fere. 

e1175 Lamb. Hom. 93 Me buried heo [Sapphira] mid hire 
fere. a1300 Cursor M. 26692 Adam..and eue his fere. 
c1330 Arth. & Merl. 481 Fortiger for loue fin Hir tok to 
fere and to wiue. ?a1400 Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) 208 
With another then her feare We founde her doe amisse. 
c1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 105 Pou shalt not desire pi nei3- 
boris feere. ¢1450 LoneLicH Grail lv. 212 To 30wre owne 
brothir .. My dowhter I schal 3even to his fere. c¢x1ss0 
Adam Bell in Ritson Anc. Pop. P. (1791) 6 Two of them 
were single men, The third had a wedded fere. c16xx 
Cuaprman Jliad xvut. 339 The nuptial fere Of famous 
Vulcan, 1612 7wo Noble Kinsmen v. ii, This anatomy 
Had by this young fair pheer a boy. a@1765 Sir Cawlire 
ii. in Child Ballads (1885) 111. xi. 58/1 Knights and lordes 
they woed her both, ‘rusted to haue beene her feere. 1798 
CoLeripGE Anc, Mar. in, Are these two all .. That woman 
and her fleshless Pheere? 1871 B. Taytor /azst¢ (1875) II. 
ul. i, 187 Paris..'Took thee, the widow, as his fere. 

b. Of animals: Mate. 

@1547 Surrey in Tottedl’s Misc. (Arb.) 218 Eche beast 
can chose hys fere according to his minde. 1589 GREENE 
Poems, Melicertus' Madrigal i, No turtle without fere. 
1591 Sy_vesTER Dz Bartas 1. v. (1605) 152 If the Fisher 
haue surpriz’d her [the Mullet’s] Pheere..She followeth. 
1603 Drayton Odes iii. 33 Each little Bird .. Doth chuse 
her loved Pheere. 

3. An equal. a. Of a person: Peer; also in 
phrase, wethout (peer or) fere. b. Of a thing: 
in phrase, fere for fere (Sc.), every way equal. 

13.. £. E. Allit, P. A, 1149 Among her ferez bat watz 
so quyt! c1340 Cursor M. 5144 (Trin.) Ar bei no kny3tis 
ny kny3tis fere. 31548 Hatt Chron. 181 b, Thynkyng hym- 
self a kyng, without either peere or fere. 15.. Ant. of 
Curtesy 460 A, noble Knight, withouten fere! 1636 JAmMrs 
Iter Lanc. (1845) 4 Fairies..of their feres good housewife 
praises winne, 1768 Ross Helenore 1, 11 For joining hands 
the just were feer for feer, 

+ Frere, 5J.2 Os. Forms: a. 3 fer, 3-7 fere, 
(4 south. vere), 5 Sc. feir, 4-7 feare. [aphetic f. 
OE, gefér neut. (:—*z2fbrjo(m), f. as prec.] 

1, Companionship; chiefly concr. a body of 
companions, company, party. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 20419 (Cott.) Lokes..pat na man of our 
fer bi-fore his mak latli chere. ¢1325 /d/d. 24947 (Edin.) 
Wit al pair farnet and pair fer Pat com to land. ¢ 1340 
Lbid, 23208 (Trin.) Crist let vs neuer be in pat fere. c 1400 
Destr, Troy 1132 With all the fere bat hym folowes, 

2. In phrase In fere, i fere (often written as 
one word, and spelt y-): in company, together; 
incommon, A/in fere: all together, altogether. 

e1205 Lay, 27435 Twein kinges bere zuere weoren ifere, 
@ 1300 Siena ante Fud.117 in EL. E, P, (1862) 11 Al pe see 
sal draw ifere. c1x374 Cuaucer 7voylus 1. 1217 She lykyd 
al infere, His persone, his aray, his loke, his chere. c¢ 1400 
Sowdone Bab. 119 Shippes shene, vij hundred were gadered 


FERE. 


alin fere. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. iv. 9 Gogmagog and 
corin undertake for to wrastlyn y fere. 1513 Doucias ners 
x. v.15 All sammyn swam thai, hand in hand yfeir. 1563 
Mirr. Mag., Induct, \xxiv, Sighes and teares, sobs, shrykes, 
and all yfere, 1613 W. Browne Sheph, Pipe Wks. 1772 II. 
iz All th’eritage which .. he me left, all in feere Leave 
I thee. 1748 THomson Cast, Judol, 11. xxxv, Much they 
moraliz'd as thus yfere they yode. 


“| b. G. Douglas uses the pl. form in rime-words. 

1513 DouGias 4 me7s 1. Pref. 251 All inferis. Zd7d. 1. viii, 
go All infeiris. /d7d. x, vii. 628 All yferis. 

+ Fere, 50.3 Obs. [a. ON. /éri :—neut. of OTeut. 
*forjo- FrER® a.] Ability, power; health. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 1251 A33 affterr pine fere. c1340 Crrsor MZ, 
3829 (Fairf.) He was in gode fere, hale and sounde. 

+ Fere, ¢. Ods. (after 15th c. only Sc.) Forms: 
2-9 fere, 3-5 fer, (3 feore, 4feere). .Sc. 4-6 feir, 
8-9 fier, (9 fear). [a. ON. férr (or possibly 
repr. OE. */ére) = OFris, fére:—OTeut. type 
*forjo-, f. *ford (OK. for, ME. Fore 50.) going, 
way, f. faran F arn v.)} 

Able to go, in health ; hence ges. able, strong ; 
sound, ‘whole’. Also in phrase whole and fere. 

e175 Lamb. Hom, 25 Hal and fere and strong and 
stelewurde. c1205 Lay. 17618 3if ich mai beon feore, ich 
be cumen after sone. a@ 1300 Cursor MM, 3829 (Cott.) He es 
bath hail-and fere. 1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 315 ‘Thai thar 
lord fand haill and feir. @ 1400-50 A lexander 4282 As fresche 
& as fere a[s] fisch quen he plays. c1440 Bone Flor, 2006 
The holy nonne..makyth the syke thus fere: 1536 Betten- 
DEN Cron. Scot. (1821) I, p. li, Thay come haill and feir 
in thair bodyis to extreme age. 1784 Burns Z/. /o Davie 
ii, We're fit to win our daily bread, As lang’s we're hale and 
fier, 1806 A. DoucLas Poems 22 There's Jenny, comely, 
fier, an tight, 1816 Scotr Axtig. xxvii, ‘I trust to find ye 
baith haill and fere.” 

absol, a1300 Cursor M. 20119 (Cott.) To fere and seke ai 
did scho bote. 


+Fere, v.! Ods. Forms: /zf. 1-2 féran (1 
Northumb. foeran), 2 feren, (fearen), 3 feren, 
south. veeren. Pa.t, 1 fér(e)de, 2-5 ferd(e, 4 
south. verde, (2 feorde, foerde, 3 feerde), 3-5 
farde, 3-4 furde. [OE. /évaz wk. vb., corresp. to 
OFris. féra, OS. forian (Du. voeren) to carry, 
OHG. fuoren (MHG. viieren, mod.G. fiihren to 
lead), ON. feéra (Sw. fora, Da. fore) to bring :— 
OTeut. *forjan, f. *fora (OE. for, Fore sb. way), 
f. ablaut-root of faran, Farn v1 

The OE. verb, unlike all the equivalent forms in other Teut. 
langs., was intransitive, having the sense ‘to take a journey, 
march, travel’. The difference in meaning between /aran 
and _/évau even in OE. is hardly perceptible, and in ME. it 
wholly vanishes, /a7e being more and more restricted to the 


present-stem and /eve to the pa. t. and pa, pple. See the 
remarks s, v. Fare v.!] 

1. intr. To travel, journey, go; = FARE v.11, 2. 

Beowulf 301 Gewiton him ba feran, c9s0 Lindisf Gosp. 
John iv. 3 Forleort iudeam & foerde eftersona in Ser mags, 
c1175 Lamb, Hom, 3 Redliche heo eou leted fere per-mid. 
c¢1z05 Lay. 4471 His cnihtes mid him seoluen to pare sz 
feerden. a1z25 Lee. Kath. 5 Ah Constentin ferde .. into 
Fronc londe. @1300 Cursor M. 3958 (Cott.) Ful wrathli 
gains him he ferd. c1330 R. Brunner Chrov. (1810) 124 Per 
schip ferd on the flode. a@1400-50 Alexander 5549 Sum 
ferd all on foure feete. c¢1420 Six Amadace (Camden) 
xxxvil, Thro the forest as he ferd. 


2. To proceed, go on, behave; =F arn vl 4; to 


deal wth. 

1154 O. E. Chron, (Laud MS.) an. 1132 Pa wiste pe king 
Slat] he feorde mid suicdom, c1173 Lamb. Hom, 103 Penne 
mon..mid fikenunge feard. 1300 Cursor J. 5719 (Cott.) 
Pat folk sua wit pam ferd. c1300 Beket 2076 And furde as 
men that wode were. 1377 Lanct, P. PZ. B. x1, 410 Ri3t so 
ferde resoun bithe. c1440 Generydes 4786 As a man beside 
hem self he farde. 1450 Pastonx Lett. No. 93 I. 125 Oon of 
the lewdeste of the shippe badde hym ley down hys hedde 
and he should be fair ferd wyth. c¢x1450 Loneticn Grail 
xlix. 123 Thus with Iosephe ferden they there wel falsly. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour xix. 218 ‘The fairer that she 
is ferde with, the more ferdfulle she shuld be to displese. 

b. To take place, happen; =F ane v.! 6, 

1297 R. Grove, (1724) 538 So it ferde ouer al. c1300 Beket 
2143 As hit bi oure Louerd furde. ¢1350 Will. Palerne 
1g2r Cairende ouer cuntreis as here cas ferde. ¢ 1440 Loctus, 
Laud MS. 559. 3b, Hee was wrothe that hit soo ferde. 

3. =Fare v.! 7, 8. 

@1300 Cursor M, 2850 (Cott.) Hir langed to see how pai 
fard. c1340 /did. 23162 (Trin.) For 30u ferde I neuer be 
bet. c¢1350 W772. Palerne 1497 He went wi3tli to william 
to wite how he ferde. c1400 Rom. Rose 499, I my silf so 
mery ferde. cx420 Chron. Vilod. 540 Pat blessed virgyne 
hurre dou3ter ry3t well ferde. c1477 Caxton Fason 18 She 
. demanded him how he. .ferde. 

4. Combined with advbs.: =Fare v.! III. 

Beowulf 1632 Ferdon ford ponon, cg00 Bada’s Hist. 1. 
viii. (1890) 42 Ferde he [Constantinus] ford on Breotone. 
ax1300 Cursor M, 11731 (Cott.) Forth pai ferd pair wai. 
c1350 Will. Palerne 30 It .. ferde fast aboute floures to 
gadere. 1352 Minor Poems iv. 19 Furth he ferd into 
France, «1400-50 Alexander 813 (Dublin MS.) Forth 
with eufestyus he ferd. 

+Fere, v.2 Os. Also 3 feir. [aphet. form 
of AFFEIR, Erretr.] ztr. To fall by right, apper- 
tain, become, be proper or meet. Const. with dav. ; 


also for, 7/1, to. Chiefly zfers. 

1300 Cursor M. 21444 (Cott.) pou sal haf brober al pat 
pe fers. a1300 2. £, Psalter xiv. 2 [Ixv. 1] Pe feres loft- 
sang, God, on-on, For to have in Syon. ¢€1375 Sc. Leg. 
Saints, Thomas 211 Richt wele it feris pe Seruand to kingis 
fore to be. 21458 Houlate xxvii, The Papis armes at poynt 
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to blason and beir As feris for a persewant. 1513 DouGLas 
nets 1. vi. 54 Honour .. quhilk feris me nocht to haue. 

+ Fere, v.° Obs. Also 7 feare. [f. Fern 56.1] 
a. To be a companion to; accompany. b. To 
make companions of; unite. ¢@. To provide with 
a consort; to mate. 

c1400 Row. Rose 5281 If bothe the hertis Love hath fered, 
Joy and woo they shulle departe. c1440 Bone Flor. 2086 
Allas that we came here, Thys false traytur for to fere. 
1632 Womens Rights 328, I .. am like neuer to be feared, vn- 
lesse some widdow be moued with compassion towards mee, 

Frere: see Frrr a., fierce. 

Fere, obs. form of Far, FEAR, Fer, FERRY v., 
Fire. 

Fere, var. of Fmt, Ods. Sc., appearance. 

Fered, obs. form of FEarep //. a. 

+Ferelay. Obs. [?a. ON. ferju-leiga, f. ferja 
ferry + /eiga toll.] ? Passage-money. 

1547 Nottingham Rec. IV. go Item the ferelaye ij d. 
Ibid. IV. 178 Payd for the sawgers ferelay viij d. 

Feretory (fer7tori). Forms: 4-5 fertre, (5 
fiertre, feretre, fe(e)rtir, -yr, fertur(e, feratour), 
5-6 fertour, feretorye, (6 fer(t)ter, fereture, 
-tery, fer(r)etorie, 8-9 fer(r)etry, 8— feretory. 
[The current form is a perversion (by assimilation 
to various names of objects used in ritual) of 
ME. fertre, a, OF. fiertre:—L. feretrum, ad. Gr. 
péperpor, f. pépew to bear.] 

1. A portable or stationary shrine, often made of 
or adorned with costly materials, in which were 
deposited the remains or relics of saints ; a tomb. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 36 He tok vp the bones, 
In afertre tham laid, ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Clement gt9 
Quhene be pupule come to se His fertyre & til hyme 
pray. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 156/4 His bones there 
leyde in a worshypful fiertre or shryne. 1535 STEWART 
Cron, Scot, VII. 92 Of Sanct Thomas translatit wer the 
bonis Intill ane ferter .. fra his graif. 1593 Wz/es § Mon. 
Ch, Durh. (Surtees) 58 A most sumptuous .. shrine above 
the High Alter, called the Fereture. 1709 Hearne Collect. 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 261 Reliques belonging to St. Cuthbert’s 
Feretory. 1762 H. WaLroLe Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1765) 
I. i. 19 Porphyry stones for Edward the Confessor'’s feretory. 
1844 LincarD A7e/o-Sax. Ch, (1845) I. ix. 80 The coffin was 
then brought from the feretory. 1863 Sir G. G. Scott Glean. 
Westm. Abb. (ed. 2) 130 The golden feretory..was placed 
above the marble and mosaic base. 

2. In etymological sense: A bier. 

c1400 MAuNDEY. (1839) xxi. 225 Thei setten hem upon a 
blak Fertre. 1458 W77/ of Duchess Exeter (Somerset Ho.), 
I..forbede. .any..solempne Hers or Ferture. 1513 DouGLas 
/Eneis v1. xv. 68 How mony fertyris .. Sall thow behald. 
a3872 Knox /7ist. Ref. Wks. (1846) I. 259 A barrow, called 
there fertory. 1848 B, Wess Coztinent. Eccles. 16 A relic 
of the patron saint was exposed on a feretry in the nave. 

3. A small room or chapel attached to an abbey 
or a church, in which shrines were deposited. 

1449 Will Sir W. Bruges in Idlust. Mann. & E-xps. (1797) 
133 In the middle of the feretorye a gret round blak corver. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. cclxi, The feratour of the abbey 
of Westmestre, 1593 Xztes § Mon. Ch. Durh. (Surtees) 6 
The shrine of the holy and blessed man Saint Cuthbert 
within the Feretory. 1727 Dart Canterb. Cathedr. 33 ‘The 
lesser Armary..contain’d nothing but the Body of St. Blaise, 
being rather a Feretry than Store-room, 1860 Hook Lives 
A dps. 1. vii. 382 He [Odo] was taken up in his leaden coffin, 
and placed in the feretry of S. Dunstan. 

A. attrib., as feretory-aisle. 

1489 Churchw. Acc. St. Margaret's, Westminster (Nichols 
1797) 3 Lady Jakes for her grave in the feretre isle 7s. 4d. 
1853 Rock Ch. of Fathers 111. x. 40g The feretory aisle, 

+ Feretrar. Os. rare—'. In 5 ffertrer. 
[ad. med.L. feretrari-us, f. feretrum : see FERETORY 
and -aRY.] The custodian of the shrines, 

1463 Bury Wills (1850) 35 Wher..the flertrerys .. fynde a 
place moost convenient, 1828 Raine St, Cuthbert 113 The 
Latin name of this officer was Feretrarius, which I translate 
Feretrar, or Shrine Keeper. 

|Feretrum. [L. fevetrum: see FERETORY.] 
= FERETORY I. 

1536 in Antig. Sarisb, (1771) 192 A Feretrum, silver and 
gilt, with four pillars and one steeple. 1878 MackintosH 
Hist, Civilization Scot. \. xi. 496 The feretrum, the shrine 
in which the. .remains of the Saint were supposed to be kept. 

Fer-flax. [f. F. fer iron+ Fuax.] (See quot.) 

1889 Daily News 10 May 2/7 A material known as fer-flax, 
composed of iron and vegetable fibre shreds, 

Ferforth, obs. form of FAar-rorta. 

Fergusonite (foigosonsit), J, [named 
after /xeguson (of Raith); see-1rz.] ‘A metanio- 
bate (and tantalate) of yttrium with erbium, cerium, 
uranium, iron, calcium, etc.’ (Dana). 

1827 Trans. Roy, Soc. Edinb, X. u. 271 Fergusonite, 
a new mineral species. 1873 Watts /ozwnes’ Chem, 376 It 
has since been found in fergusonite. ; $ 

|| Feria (fieria). Hecl. [L. feria holiday (see 
Farr sd.), in late L. used with prefixed ordinal for 
“day of the week’; thus secunda feria =Monday; 
but Sunday (Dominicus, Dominica) and Saturday 
(Sabbatum) were usually spoken of by their names. 

In Portuguese segunda, tera, etc. frira are still the 
current names of the days of the week.] ; 

A day of the week; a weekday, esf. an ordinary 
weekday as opposed to a festival. Greater feria: 
a particular day of a certain week, that has an office 
or commemoration proper to it, as Ash Wednesday, 
Monday in Rogation Week, etc. 
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FERINE. 


1853 CoL. Wiseman £ss. III. 76 note, The Sundays and 
ferias of Lent and Advent. 1866 F. G, Ler Direct. Angel. 
(ed. 3) 354 “exia, a week day on which no holiday falls. 
1883 Brack in Excycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XVI. 510/2 It [the Roman 
missal] contains the proper introit, collect .. for the festivals 
and ferias connected with the ecclesiastical seasons. 

Ferial (fierial), a. and sb. [a. Fr. férzai, ad. 
med.L. ferialis, f. feria: see prec.] A. adj. 

1. Pertaining to the days of the week, or to a 
week-day as distinguished from a festival. 

1387 Trevisa H7gden (Rolls) VI. 293 Alcuinus..ordeyned 
here orisouns and office of masse for ferial days [ Aer ferias]. 
c 1450 tr. De Imitatione 1. xix. 23 Somme are more savory 
in festiuale days, and somme in feriall. 1494 Fasyan v. 
Ixxxiil..60 The thirde Feryall daye in the weke they named 
Wodnesday. 1803 Kalender Sheph. (1506) A v, The letters 
feryals of this Kalender, 1542 BoorpE Dyefary vii, (1870) 
243 Serve God the holy dayes .. more dylygentler than to 
do theyr worke the feryall dayes. 1563-87 Foxe A. & JZ. 
(1684) II. 326 The commemmoration of Thomas Becket .. 
shall be. .omitted & instead thereof the ferial service used. 
1858 Faser Lzfe Xavier 65 In the afternoons of ferial days 
he visited the prisons. 1882-3 Scuarr Lucycl, Relig. Knowl. 
1956 ‘The distinction between the festival and the simpler 
ferial manner in the Gregorian style of church-music. 

2. Pertaining to a holiday. 

c1500 or to serve a Lord vi. in Babees Bk. (1868) 372 In 
feriall tyme serve chese shraped with sugur. 1549 Banff 
Council Rec. in Cramond Ann, Banff (1891) 1. 25 Inhebitis 
all utheris to sell ony flysche upon feriall or holy day, 1860 
Mrs, Byrne Undercurrents Overlooked 1. 75 Admiral 
Mackau .. ordered that all works in the navy should be 
suspended on ferial days. 

3. Sc. Law. Ferial day, time: in which the law- 
courts were closed, and legal process was invalid. 

1471 Act Axdit, (1839) 16 The last court .. was within 
feryale tyme. 1478 Act Dom. Conc. (1839) 16/1 Thai gert 
it [a breif of inquest] be serwit in hervist, quhilk is feriale 
tyme & forbiddin of the law. 1538 S¢. Papers Hen. VIII, 
I. 396 Every day in the next weeke shalbe feriall, except 
Fryday and Saterday. 1637 Let. in Biblioth. Regia 140 
Since. .the rising of his Majesties Council in this ferial time. 

q 4. =Frrata.l 

1528 Jpeachm. Wolsey in Furniy. Ball, I. 359 Antropose 
commyth..p* to Areste with hys feryall Mase. 

B. sb. A week day not a feast or festival. 

1877 J. D. Coampers Divine Worship 84 Sundays as well 
as Ferials differed in Order, Dignity, and Precedence. 

Feriate (fieri2't), a. and sd. Sc. [ad. L. fer7at- 
us, pa. pple. of feriari (see FERIE v.), f. ferza.] 

A. adj. Of or belonging to a (legal) vacation. 

c1450 Henryson Zale of Dog 54 The tyme is feriate, 

Quhairfoir no Juge suld sit in Consistorie. 1637 Acts 
Sed, 29 July, Comprending herein all vacant and feriat 
tymes, 1825 Lp, Cocksurn Jem. ii. 134 He groaned over 
the gradual disappearance of the eréat days of periodical 
festivity. 

B. sé. Vacation, holiday. 

1727 Banff Burgh Rec. in Cramond Ann. Banff (1843) 
II. 182 The Council allow the Grammer schollars feriot and 
waccancie from the date hereof to the zoth Janry. 

+ Feria‘tion. Ods. [n. of action f. L. ferzarz7: 
see prec.] Holiday keeping ; cessation of work. 

1612-15 Br. Hart Contenpl., N. 7.1. xi, Here was not 
a mere feriation buta feasting. 1646 Sik ‘T. Browne Psezd. 
Ep. iv. xiii, 222 As though there were any feriation in nature. 
1822 Mrs. E.Natuan Langreath V11.291 [A pedantic speaker 
says:] No act of feriation marks the cheerful corn-field. 

Ferid, -it, obs. forms of FEARED /A/. a. 

|| Feridgi (féridzz). Also 8 ferigee, ferijee. 
[Turk. sl) fer@é, valgarly fere7é.] (See quots.) 

1717 Lavy M. W. Montacu Lez. x Apr. (1825) 153 Their 
shapes are also wholly concealed, by a thing they call a 
ferigee. 1743 R. Pococke Desc. East. I. iv. v. 189 The 
dress of ceremony of the Turks, call’d the Ferijee, made 
like a night-gown, 1883 E. O'Donovan Merv vi, A mantle 
of calico which shrouds her from head to heel, and is here 
styled the feridg?. 

+Ferie, sd. Obs. [a. OF. ferze, ad. L. feria. ] 

1. A festival, holiday. Also attrib. 

1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. xin. 415 Veh day is haliday with 
hym or an heigh ferye. 14.. Circumcision in Tundale's 
Vis. (1843) 85 ‘Vhys hee ferye That called is the circun- 
sision. 1538 Bate 7hre Lawes 821 Sondayes & other 
feryes. 1548 W. Tuomas J/tal. Gram, (1567), Feria, the 
ferrie daies noted and obserued by the cleargie. 1616 BuL- 
LOKAR, Jere, a holiday. 

2. =FErtra. 

1380 Wycuir Ser. Sel. Wks. II. 57 How be Sabot shulde 
be turnide fro Satirdaie to pe first ferie. 1387 ‘TREvisa 
Higden (Rolls) VII. 8 Pe next fery after the feste of All 
Halwes. c1420 Chron. Vilod. 151 Pe secunde fiery p* bay 
be gon to wyrche. 1563 Grarron Chro. 11. 61 Because 
it was Sunday, nothing was doone. So the day after, which 
was the second fery, the archebishop [Becket] was cited to 
apere. 1588 A. Kine tr, Canisius’ Catech, 109 Euerie fourt 
ferie (called wenesday). 

+ Fe‘rie, v. Obs. Also 6 fery. [ad. L. ferzar?, 
f. feria holiday.] itr. To keep holiday. 

1496 Dives §& Paup. (W. de W.) m1. ii. 136/2 Euery daye 
we be bounde to ferie & to rest from synne. 1548 Hooper 
Ten Commandm. 115 To abuse the sabbothe .. is as mouche 
as to fery unto god, and work to the deuill. 


+Ferient, ¢. Obs—° [ad. L. fertent-em, pr. 
pple. of ferire to strike] ‘Striking, hitting, or 
knocking’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656-81). 

Feriler, var. form of FERULAR. 

+ Ferine, sb. Sc. Obs. rare—'. [ad. Fr. farine 


Faria.] Meal. 
1538 Aberd. Reg. V. 16 (Jam.) Sewin bollis ferine. 
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FERINE. 


Ferine (fivrain), a. and sd. [ad. L. ferin-us, 
f, fera wild beast. Cf. Fr. férin (sense 3).] 

A. adj. 1, Of or pertaining to, or of the nature 
of, a wild animal, or wild animals. 

1678 CupwortH /ntell. Syst. 865 Transmigration of 
Humane Souls there into Ferine Bodies. 1708 Motrrux 
Rabelais (1737) V. 230 Some in ferine Venation take Delight. 
1749 FieLpInGc Tom Jones v. xi, That gentle daliance, which 
.. passes between lovers of the ferine kind. 1871 BLackie 
Four Phases i. 16 Dogs and cocks ,, and other ferine com- 
batants. 

b. Wild, untamed. 

1677 Hace Prim. Orig. Man. u. vii. 202 The only difficulty 
..is touching those ferine .. and untamable Beasts. 1713 
Deruam Phys. Theol. 1v. x. 178 Such as are of a Ferine, 
not a Domestick Nature. 1728 Morcan A deers I. Pref. 6 
Instinct. .like that of the ferine Animals. 

2. Of human beings, their actions and attributes : 
Bestial, beast-like. 

1640 Bre. Reynotps Passions xvi. 165 Brutish and un- 
naturall Desires, which the Philosopher calleth /erine. 
1678 Norris Coll. Misc. (1699) 305 A man to .. suffer the 
ferine and brutish part to get the Ascendant over that which 
is Rational and Divine. 1786 tr. Swedenborg’s Chr. Kelig. 
§ 588 A man..from his inherent ferine nature would plunder 
and massacre. 1822 Soutnery in Q. Rev. XXVI, 294 It was 
necessary to become as ferine as themselves. 

absol, 1846 LANvor Jag. Conv. II. 218 There are certain 
colours also of the mind lively enough to excite choler at 
a distance in the silly and ferine. 

3. Of a disease: Malignant. rare. 

1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. x. 103 Thus a ferin Catarrh 
happens, which through it’s corrosive quality oft Ulcerates 
the Lungs. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

B. sd. A wild beast. In mod. Dicts. 

Hence Fe'rinely adv., Fe*rineness. 

1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. 11. vii, 197 A conversation 
with those .. would easily assimilate .. the next Generation 
to Barbarism and Ferineness. 1847 Craic, Ferinely. 

+ Fering(e, adv. Obs. [OE. féringa, ferunga 
(=OS. férungo, OHG. féringa), f. fer: see FEAR 
sb.] Suddenly. After 12th c. only with genitival 
s, used quasi-ad7. in feringes dede, sudden death. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke ii. 13 And ba wes feringa [c 1160 
Hatton Gosp, Luke ii. 13 feeringe] zeworden mid pam engle 
mycelnes heofonlices werydes. c1180 Rood-Tree (1894) 
26/12 Pa feringae weard heo beften al on brune. @1300 
Cursor M, 7835 (Cott.) Qua lais hand in feloni O king .. 
O ferings ded .. He dei. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 
185 Dis 3ere falle him pe ferynges dede. 

Hence +} Fe‘ringly adv., suddenly. 

a1300 E. FE, Psalter \xiiifi). 4 Ferinkli schote him sal pai 
swa. /did.\xxii[i]. 19 Ferinkli.. Waned bai. 


Feringhee (féring?). Forms: 6 firingi, 7 
fringe, frangee, 8 fe-, firingy, 9 faringee, 
ferenghi, feringhee. [An oriental adoption of 


FRANK, with Arab, ethnic suffix -2; in Arab. se 
Jaranji, in Pers, eS Jarangi.] 


Formerly, the ordinary Indian term for a Euro- 
pean ; now applied chiefly to the Indian-born Por- 


tuguese, and contemptuously to other Europeans, 

1634 Sir T. Herpert 7rav. 171 A Christian. Frangee. 
1638 W. Bruton in Hakluyt's Voy. (1807) V. 52 The Portu- 
gals which they call by the name of Fringes. 1755 Hot- 
weELL in J. Long Select. Rec. Govt. (1869) 59 (Yule) By Feringy 
I mean all the black mustee Portugese Christians residing 
in the settlement. 1774 BoGLe in Markham 77bet (1876) 176 
Everybody was afraid of the Fringies. ¢1813 Mrs. SHrr- 
woop Ayah §& Lady Gloss., J’eringhees, Franks. A name 
given generally to Europeans in India, and to the descend- 
ants of the Portuguese, who first settled in India: these 
are called Black Feringhees, being remarkably dark. 1834 
Caunter Orient, Ann. v.60'The unhallowed feet of faringees 
or Christians. 1866 A. LyaLtt Old Pindaree iii, in Verses 
written in India (1889) 2 There goes my lord the Feringhee, 
who talks so civil and bland. . 

Ferio (fe'rijo). Zogic. A mnemonic word de- 
signating the fourth mood of the first figure of 
syllogisms (see quot. 1551). 

r551 I’. Witson Logike G vij b, In Ferio, the first must be 
a negatiue vniuersall, the second an affirmatiue particular, 
the third a negatiue particular. 1589 Paffe w. Hatchet 
(1844) 38 They bee all in celarent, and dare not shewe their 
heads, for wee will, answere them in ferio and cut their 
combes. 1702 Farqunar /aconstant u. i, Wks. (1892) I. 351 
Nursed up with Barbara, Celarunt, Darii, Ferio, Baralipton, 
1864 BowEN Logic vii. 199 These [Moods] are named Bar- 
bara, Celarent, Darii, and Ferio, 

Ferison (ferai‘spn). Zogic. Also 6 pheryson. 
A mnemonic word representing the sixth mood of 
the third figure of syllogisms (quantitatively similar 
to Ferio, but differing in the position of the middle 
term). 

1509 BancLay Shypfpe of Folys (1874) 1.144 Another comyth 
in with bocardo and pheryson. 1741 CHAMBERS Cyc/. s.v. 
Mood, Ferison. 1864 BowEn Logic vii. 200. 

Ferity (ferriti). Also (6 feritee), 7 feritie. 
[ad. L. ferttat-em, f. ferus wild ; see -1TY.] 

1. The quality or state of being wild or savage ; 
brutishness, wildness ; hence, ferocity. 

c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 109 The rude 
raginge of the frenetick Scotts..encresed with more beastlie 
feritee, 1682 Sprat Servi. bef Artillery Co. 15 1s it not 
brutish Ferity rather than manly boldness. 1774 J. Bryant 
Mythol. 11, 363 The lion ramped : the pard sported .. none 
of them betrayed any ferity. 1883 J. BurrouGus in Century 
Mag. XXVIII. 111 Even in rugged Scotland, nature is.. 
a good way short of the ferity of the moose, 
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b. Of a plant, etc.: Wildness, uncultivated 


condition. 

1664 EveLyn Sylva (1776) 648 The Suckers. . forgetting the 
Ferity of their Nature, 1713 Dernam PAys. Theol. 1. vi. 55 
Somany Plants .. are very noxious; some by their Ferity, 
and others by their poisonous Nature. 

2. Savage or barbarous condition ; +a form or 


instance of this. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend, Ef. vu. xix. 384 Though the 
blindnesse of some ferities have savaged on the dead .. yet 
had they therein no designe upon the soule. 1652-62 HEYLIN 
Cosmogr. i. (1682) 204 ‘The Ferity and barbarous condition 
of the first Inhabitants. 1705 STanHope Paraphr. I. 415 
The ancient Rudeness and Ferity of our Country. 1848 
Herpert in Yoda's Nennius p. xcix, A population of the 
extremest ferity. 

+3. Barbarity, barbarous or savage cruelty or 


inhumanity. Ods. 

1614 Raveicu /ist. World v. ii. § 2. 584 The true nature 
of tyranny. .is none other than Ferity. 1658 Sir T. Browne 
Hydriot. iii. 45 Yo burn the bones of the King of Edom for 
Lyme, seems no irrationall ferity. 1718 Pripeaux Connec- 
tion 11. 1. 19 Fearing the brutal ferity of his Son. 

Ferk, var. of Fink sd, and v. 

+Ferlac, Ods. Also 3 farlac, fearlac. [f. 
Frar sb.; see -LOCK.] Fear, terror. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 306 Kume uord per efter ferlac, puruh pe 
demares heste. @1225 St. AZarher. 16 Swuch farlac ich 
fele. c1320 Cast. Love 672 In be mere he stont bi-twene 
two, Ne hab he ferlak for no fo. 

Ferle, obs. var. of FERULE. 

1559 Mirr. Mag., Mortimer ix, The one of knighthoode 
bare the ferle. 

+ Ferliful, a. Sc. and north. dial, Obs. [f. 
FERLY sé,+-FUL.] Fearful, wonderful. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 9314 (Cott.) Man sal him clep wit nams 
sere, ‘Ferliful’ and ‘conseiler’, 1375 Barpour Bruce xu. 
453 [he mast ferlifull sycht That euir I saw. 
<Onee 2 Thair fell ane ferlyfull flan within thay fellis 
wide. 

quasi-adyv. 1508 Dunsar Tua Mariit Wemen 26 Off ferli- 
ful fyne favour war thair faceis meik. 

Hence Fe‘rlifully adv., fearfully, wonderfully. 

c1425 Wyntoun Cron, vill. xxXxiv. 63 Swa deyd pat knycht 
ferlyfully. 

+ Ferlily, adv. Ods. [f. as prec. + -Ly 2.] 
Wonderfully, extraordinarily. 

1300 Cursor M, 11424 (Cott.) Pe stern went forth-wit bat 
pam ledd, And ferlilic pan war pai fedd. 13... 2. Al¢it. 
P. B. 962 For when pat pe helle herde pe houndez of heuen 


He watz ferlyly fayn. 
+Ferling. Ods. exc. Hist. [OE. féordling, f. 


Jéord-a FOURTH + -LING.] =F ARTHING. 

1, As a coin: The fourth part of a penny. 

c1000 Ags. Gosf, Luke xxi. 2 Pa geseah he sume earme 
wydewan bringan tween feord-lingas. @1300 Agst. King 
of Almaigne 10 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 69 Richard. .spende 
al is tresour opon swyvyng ; Haveth he nout of Walingford 
o ferlyng. 1605 CaMDEN Mev. (1636) 125 Two Easterlings 
& one ferling. 1707 Freetwoop Chron. Prec. (1745) 40 
Ferling..is a Farthing or the 4th Part of a Sterling. 

2. (See quot.) 

1610 Hottanp Camden's Brit. 1. 497 There were in this 
Borrough foure Ferlings, that is quarters or wards. 

3. The fourth part a. of an acre; b. of a hide. 

1695 Kennett Par. Antig. Gloss. s.v. Murendellus, A 
fardingel, farundel or ferling of land, i. e. the fourth part of 
an acre. 1846 G. Oriver Monast, Exon, 321 note, The 
ferling was, perhaps, thirty acres, 

+ Ferlins. 

1714 I’r. Bk. of Rates 69 Ferlins-Stuffs. 

Ferlot, var. of FIRLOT. 

Ferly (fai), 2. and sb. Forms: 1 férlic, 3 
fee(i)rlich, feorlic(h, 4 -lych, south. veorlich, 
3-4 ferlic(h, -lik(e, -lych, 3-5 ferli, (4 feerli, 
furley, 6 ferrely, 8 ferley), 3 farli(k, 5-9 farley, 
-ly, 5-6 fear(e)ly, 3 ferly. [OE. ftr/ic sudden, 
f. fer (see Fear) +-Zc, -ty1. Cf. MDu. vérlich 
(Du. gevaarlijk), MUG, virlich (Ger. gefihrlich), 
ON. farligr (Dan., Sw. farlig) dangerous. ] 

+A. adj. Obs. 

1. Sudden, unexpected. 

c 893 K. AELrrED O7os. 1v. v. § 1, & him per becom swa 
feerlic yfel bat [etc.]. c1000 A°LFRic Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 
175 Imber, feerlic ren. ¢12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 61 Gif he 
purh ferliche ded saule fro pe lichame deled. c¢ 1275 Long 
Life 15 in O. E. Misc. (1872) 157 Fox and ferlych is his 
[debes] wrench. ax13z00 Cursor M. 3984 (Cott.) Pat ferli 
flode. 1382 Wyciir Prov. i. 27 Whan shal falle feerli 
[xepentina] wrecchidnesse. 

2. Dreadful, frightful, terrible. 

c1205 Lay. 25553 Feorlic wes bat sweouen, bene king hit 
auerde. ax12z25 St, Marher. 23 Ich iseh hwer ha faht wid 
pe feorliche feont. c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 305 To 
se it was ferlike. 1460 Pol. Poenzs (Rolls) II. 252 Furres of 
ferly bestes. @1577 Gascoicne Wks. (1587) 164 A fearly 
chaunce: whereon alone to thinke My hande now quakis. 

3. Strange, wonderful, wondrous, marvellous. 

«1225 Ancr, R. 112 Pet nes non veorlich wunder. a 1300 
Cursor M, 19863 (Cott.) He sal be of ful farli fame. c 1386 
Cuaucer Reeve’s T. 253 Wha herkned ever swilk a ferly 
thing? cx14go St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 4274 Pus fell pis ferly 
thing. 1549-62 SterNHotp & H. Audi Jsrael, Attend, my 
people, and give eare, Of fearely things I will thee tell, 
a1650 Eger §& Grine 974 in Furniv. Percy Folio I. 384 His 
steed was of a furley kinde. 

b. Wonderfully great. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 12080 (Gétt.) A maister was par selcuth 
kene, At iesu was him ferlitene, @ 1400-50 Alexander 5577 
Ferly ferd of his folke was in pe fild strangild, 


c1475 Rauf 








FERMAIL. 


B. sd. Obs. exc. Sc. and dial. 
1. Something wonderful, a marvel, wonder. 
Jerly: no wonder. What ferly: what wonder. 


c1z05 Lay. 5381 Heom buhte muchel ferlich. a@1300 
Cursor M. 1x (Gott.) Of ferlijs pat his knightes fell. 1340 
Hampoce Pr. Consc. 2955 If he ps haf drede, it es na ferly. 
c1350 Will. Palerne 3280 Moche folk him folwed pat ferli 
to bi-hold. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 1023 Here a ferly 
pat befell. 1535 Stewart Cro, Scot. II, 271 As for farleis 
richt few thairin he saw. a@1605 MontTGoMERIE Devotional 
Poems vi. 45 Vhat ferly, freind, thoght thou be fleyd To go 
befor so grita Iudge. 1646G. Daniex Poems Wks. 1878 I. 
57 To let the world know of some Death Or novel flarley. 
c172z0 Bewick & Graham xxvi. in Child Ballads vii. ccxi. 
147/t To see what farleys he coud see. 1780 J. Mayne 
Siller Gun 1, (1808) 117 The ferly is. . They walk’d sae sicker ! 
1785 Burns To ¥. Smith 164 Nae ferly tho’ ye do despise 
The hairum-scairum, ramstam boys. 1790 Mrs. WHEELER 
Westmld. Dial. (1821) 98 What saw yee else; onny new 
farly? 1868 G. Macponatp &. Falconer I. 12 ‘I'm no sic 
ferlie that onybody needs be frichtit at me.’ 

2. Wonder, astonishment. 

«1300 Floriz § Bi. 456 po nuste Floriz what to rede For 
pe ferlich pat he hadde. 13.. &. 2. Aliit. P. A. 1085, 
I stod as stylle as dased quayle, For ferly of bat freuch 
[printed french] figure. 1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. xu. 228 Litel 
ferly ich haue. ¢ 1475 Raz/Coil3ear 903 Now haue I ferlie, 
gif I fauour the ocht. 

+ Ferly, adv. Obs. Forms: 1 férlice, ferlice, 
2-4 fer-, feerliche, (3 fer-, ferlike), 3-4 south. 
veor-, verliche, -lych, 3-6 far-, ferli(e, -ly, 4 
feerlich, -li, -ly, (5 fairlie), 3- ferly. [OE. 

Jérlice: see FERLY a. and -LY 2.] 


1. Suddenly, unexpectedly. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke ix. 39, & he ferlice hrymd. c¢1175 
Lamb. Homnt. 89 On pisse deie..com ferliche muchel swei of 
heofne. c1z00 OrMIN 665 3iff patt itt ohht ferlike seb Pe 
wlite off ennglekinde. 1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 299 Somme 
deyde verlych as hii vp ry3t stode. 1340 Ayend, 130 Ase 
uayr weder went in-to rene and uerliche makeb his blench, 
1382 Wycuir Yosh. x. 9 Josue felle on hem feerlich. c1440 
Generydes 5815 Eche vppon other ferly on they sett. c1475 
Rauf Coilzear 176 In feir fairlie he foundis .. Quhair the 
Coil3ear bad, sa braithlie he beird. 

2. Dreadfully, frightfully, terribly. 

13.. &. E, Allit. P. B. 960 Al bi-rolled wyth be rayn, 
rostted & brenned, & ferly flayed pat folk pat in pose fees 
lenged. c¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 18 He felt him heuy 
& ferly seke. 

3. Wonderfully, marvellously, extraordinarily. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 148 A ueorlich god word pet te holi Job 
seide. .c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 2799 Ic sal werken ferlike strong. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4263 (Cott.) Ioseph was farli fair in face. 
1350 Will. Palerne 3238 Pe horse .. gan fare wib his fet & 
ferliche neizede. c1450 Henryson Jor. Had. 52 Flowres 
ferly sweete. c1460 /owmneley Myst. (Surtees) 49, I wille 
you telle Tythynges farly goode. 1535 Srewart Cron. Scot, 
(2858) I. 42 Thocht tha war 30ung, 3it tha wer farlie fair. 

Ferly (fouli), v. Ods. exc. Sc. Forms: 4 ferli, 
4-8 ferlie, (9 ferley), 4-6 farley, -lie, -lye, 5- 
ferly. [f. Ferry a@.] 1. ztr. To wonder. 

1375 Barsour Druce vi. 323 Thai. . Farlyit, and 3arnyt hym 
tose. a1400-50 Alexander 4761 Quen he had ferlied his fill. 
c 1500 Lancelot 3117 That euery wight ferleit of his deid. 
1513 Douctas Aineis x. Prol. 86 Frend ferly not. 1597 
Montcomerir Cherrvie & Slae 846 Nane ferlies mair than 
fulis. 31725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. u. iv, Peggy. They'll 
wonder what can make us stay. /Pat/e. And let them ferly. 
1786 Burns Twa Dogs 122 They'll. .tell what new taxation’s 
comin, An’ ferlie at the folk in Lon’on. c¢ 1826 Hoce Jeg 
o Marley 20 Wks. 1840 V. 97 He..sits down but to ferly, 

b. quasi-zvars. with sentence as 067. 

c1400 Afelayne 1474 Thay ferlyde why he fewterde his 
spere. 1500-20 Dunbar /enze7t Mreir 63 All fowill ferleit 
quhat he sowld be. 1801 R. Git, 772z¢ Quey in Chambers 
Pop. Hum. Scot. Poems (1862) 178 Ilk ane ferlied nae a wee, 
What luckless gate the chiel could be. 

2. trans, ‘To amaze, astonish. Only zzfers. and 
in passive. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 17361 (Gott.) Ful ferlid all ban war bai. 
c1400 Melayne 552 Me ferlys of thy fure. a 1400-50 
Alexander 4991 Pe wale kyng ..Was in pe figure of hire 
fourme no3t ferlied a littell. c1450 S7. Cuthbert (Surtees) 
2405 Na man be ferlyd, Bede biddes. 

+ Ferm, v. Ols. Also 4 ferme, -ye. [a. OF. 
Serme-r:—L. firmare to make fast, f. firm-us firm.] 

1. trans. To establish, make firm. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 15507 Wyues bey 
toke, per loues to ferme Two sones had pey at o terme. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. x. 74 Pat folke is nou3te fermed in pe 
fark. €1380 Sir Ferumb. 2113 Pay .. cussede i-same an 
haste, To fermye loue by-twene hem. 1513 DoucLas xe7s 
x. v. 174 Or thai thar fute steppis ferm and tak array. 

2. To shut up, blockade. 

1513 Doucias nets x. v. 181 He suld nocht from the 
sege vprais, Bot still remane to ferm and clos the toun. 
1655 J. JENNINGS tr. E/ise 2 As a Neptune ferming the 
winds of sedition in their gale. 

3. = AFFIRM z. 

«1455 Hottanp /7oulate xli, Thus in defence of the faith 
as fermes ynewe..The douchty Douglas is dede. 

Fermacy, obs. form of PHARMACY. 

Fermage, Ferm(e, etc., var. of FARMAGE, 
Farys, etc. 

Fermail (fa-meil). Avtzg. and Her. Also 5 
fermayll(e, 6 fermaulx, 7 fermaile, -ale, -ault. 
[a. OF. fermaille a clasp:—med.L. firmaculum, 
f. firmare to fix.] A buckle or clasp; a setting. 

1480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. x. iv, A fermayll of gemes 
plesaunt. 1483 — G. de la Tour Miij, To wynne suche 
ouches or fermaylles. 1572 BossEWwELL Arvmorie m1. 38b, 
One fermaulx lozengie. 1610 Guittim Heraldry ww. xv, 


Vo 


FERMANCE. 


.1660) 344 He beareth .. on a chief .. as many fermailes or 

buckles. 1688 R. Homme Avmoury ut. 304/2 Buckles are 

called Fermales or Fermaults. 1865 Atheneum No. 1954. 

494/2 A Charact Fermail of the fourteenth century. 1877 

Li. Jewitt Halfhrs. Eng. Antig. 126 A circular object.. 

intended for a mirror, or ie a circular brooch or fermail. 
Fermance, var. of FIRMANCE. 


+ Ferme. Cavt. Obs. A hole. 

1620 DEKKER Villanies Discovered xvii. P ij, A short staffe 
. having in the Nab or head of it, a Ferme (that is to say a 
hole), 1688 R, Hotme Armory i. ili. 168 Herme, Hole, 
Cave, or hiding place. 1725 in New Cant. Dict. 

Ferment, var. of FrrraMent, Ods. 

Ferment (foment), sd. Also 6 fermente, 
7 firment. [a. Fr. ferment, ad. L. fermentum, f. 
root of ferv-ere to boil.] 

1. orig. Leaven or yeast. Hence ge. an agent 


which causes fermentation (see FERMENTATION 1). 

Modern chemists recognize two classes of ferments : oxgan- 
ized ferments, which are living vegetable organisms, as the 
yeast plant and other microscopic fungi; and unorganized 
or chemical ferments, which are certain compounds of or- 
ganic origin, as diastase, pepsin, etc. 

_ €1420 Pallad. on HTusb. x1. 524 Use this ferment For musty 
brede. 1683 Ropinson in Lay's Corr. (1848) 138 The venom 

..may chiefly consist in a subtle acid ferment. 1774 J. 
Bryant Aythol. U1. 59 He taught the nations the use of 
ferment. 1807 A/ed. Frnl. XVII. 198 Hence he concludes, 
that albumen .. is the true ferment. 1871 TyNpaLi /ragm. 
Se, (1879) I. v. 138 Pasteur..proved the real ‘ferments ’..to 
be organised beings. 

Jig. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. AZed. 1. § 267 The .. fer- 
ment of all .. Religious actions, is Wisedome. 1690 Locke 
Gout. 1. xix. (Rtldg.) 224 This hypothesis lays a ferment for 
frequent rebellion, 1722 Wottaston (Relig. Nat. ix. 173 
Gentle ferments working in our breasts. 1877 ‘T'yNDALL in 
Daily News 2 Oct. 2/5 A ferment long confined to in- 
dividuals, but which may. .become the leaven of the race. 

+b. spec. in Alchemy (cf. FERMENTATION I b) ; 
sometimes applied to the ‘ philosopher’s stone’, 
Also in cosmological speculations (see quot. 1677). 

1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. 1x. in Ashm. (1652) 175 Ferment 
whych Leven we call. 1610 B. Jonson Adch. u. it, The red 
ferment Has done his office. 1677 Phz/. Trans. XII. 884 
By Ferments he means the aforesaid Principles, (or Seminal 
sparks hidden in matter) actually put into motion, and by 
the variety of that motion producing the variety of bodies. 
1677 Hae Prim. Orig. Man. 1. vii. 193 Those Shells arise 
de novo, not barely from the Plastick power of the Harth.. 
but from certain Seminal Ferments brought thither, 

= ERMENTATION I, 

1605 Timme Quersit. 1. vii. 28 The more strong the wine 
shal be, the more sharpe the ferment of the vineger. 1695 
Bracxmore Pr. Arth. 1.75 He through the Mass a mighty 
Ferment spread. 1707 Kroyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 208 
Abating the Ferment and Quantity of Humours. 1725 
Braviey Fam. Dict.s.v. Quinguina, Stopping the Ferment 
of Intermitting Fevers. 1744 BerKetey Szr7s § 111 The 
first ferment of new wine. 

3. fig. Agitation, excitement, tumult; =FEr- 
MENTATION 2. 

1672 Marvett Reh. Transp. 1. 33 The Ecclesiastical 
Rigours here were in the highest ferment. 1681 DrypEN 
Abs. § Achit. 140 Several Factions from this first Ferment, 
Work upto Foam, and threat the Government. 1781 Ginpon 
Decl. & F. xxx. 11. 88 The minister. .attempted to allay the 
general ferment. 18291. 'Taytor Exthus. ix. 240 A ferment 
of sinister feelings. 1848 Macautay /Zist. Eng. Il. 20 The 
foreign embassies were all in a ferment. 

Ferment (foment), v. [a. F. fermenter, ad. 
L. fermentare, f. fermentum leaven : see prec. sb. ] 

1. intr. Of material substances (in early use 
ptimarily of dough or saccharine fluids): To 
undergo the action of a ferment; to suffer fermenta- 
tion; to ‘work’. (The precise meaning has varied 
with that of the sbs. FurMenT, FERMENTATION.) 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. xviii. (1495) 644 Soure 
dough hyghte fermentum, for it makyth paast ferment and 
maketh it also aryse [excrescere et fervere facit pasta]. 
1663 Cowiry Verses, To Royal Society iv, All their juyce 
did ,. erment into a.. refreshing Wine. 1665 Hooker 
Microgr. 199 Flies swarming, about any piece of flesh 
that does begin a little to ferment. 1697 DrypEen Virg. 
Georg, wv. 436 The tainted Blood. .Begins to boyl, and thro’ 
the Bones ferment. 1707 Curios. in Husb. § Gard. 66 These 
mineral Substances. .ferment, rise up in Vapours and Steams. 
1791 Benpors in Phil. Trans. UXXXI. 174 As it approaches 
more and more towards nature [malleable iron] it adheres 
less; and when the tools come clear up out of the mass, he 
judges it to be fermented enough [cf. Fermentation rd]. 
1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chent. (1814) 6 Dung which has fer- 
mented. 1838 I’. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 370 The blue 
precipitate. .is removed into a copper boiler till it assumes 
the appearance of effervescing, or till it ferments. 1842 A. 
ComsBe Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 290 We allow bread to 
ferment. 

. fig. 

1671 Mitton Samson 619 My griefs .. ferment and rage, 
1771 Jounson Lett. to Mrs. Thrale 3 July, These reflections 
fermented in my mind. 1781 Gipson Dec/. § 7, III. Ixvii. 
686 Fanaticism fermented in anarchy. 1856 Froupr //zs¢. 
Eng. (1885) 1. i. 65 The northern counties were fermenting 
in a half-suppressed rebellion. 1879 O. W. Hotmes Motley 
ii. ro His mind was doubtless fermenting with projects, 

2. trans. To subject to fermentation; to cause 


fermentation in. 

1672-3 Grew Anat. Roots u. § 18 (1682) 83 The Sap .. is 
.. fermented therein, 1815 J. Smiru Panorama Sc. §& Art 
II. soz Liquors are fermented for the use of the table. 1830 
M. Donovan Dom. Econ. I. 373 The yest, made use of in 
the process of fermenting the dough, 1834 Brit. Husd. I. 
272'There was as much moisture as was necessary to ferment 
the straw. 2 ; 

Jig. 1759 R. Hurv Dial. i. Sincerity in Commerce 29 
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Fanaticism .. fermented with the Jeaven of earthly avarice. 
1791-1823 D’Israrni Cur. Lit. (1866) 459/1 His vast .. 
curiosity fermenting his immense book-knowledge. 

3. transf. and fig. To work up into a ferment or 
agitation ; to excite, stir up. 

1667 Decay Chr. Piety ix. § 5 When bitter zeal was once 
fermented. 1704 Pore Windsor For. 93 Ye vig’rous swains, 
while youth ferments your blood. 1712 BLAcKMoreE Crea- 
tion, Fierce winds ..with their furious breath ferment the 
deep. 1837 Dickens Pickzw. x, Ladies who are endeavouring 
to ferment themselves into hysterics. 1852 Mrs. JAMESON 
Leg. Madonna Introd. (1857) 25 A mere contemplative 
enthusiasm .. fermented into life and form, 1856 EmMrErson 
Lng. Traits, Religion Wks. (Bohn) 11. 96 The Christianity 
which fermented Europe. ; 

b. To exacerbate; to foment, inflame. 

1660 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 306 Findinge. . 
the same disputes .. fermented .. against the merchants. 
a1704T. Brown Eng. Satire Wks. 1730 I. 28 He fermented 
the passions of the vicious. 1764 Foote Afayor of G. u. 
Wks. 1799 I. 186 To. .ferment a difference between husband 
and wife. 1868 77ses 21 Jan., lo shew him fermenting the 
Garibaldian movements. 


Fermentable (famentab’l), a. [f Ferment 
U. + -ABLE.} 


1. Capable of being fermented. 

1731-7 Mitter Gard. Dict. s. v. Wine, Fermentable Bodies. 
1795 Burxe Corr. (1844) 1V. 271 This fermentable sap por- 
tends the dry-rot. 1850 Daupeny Atom. Th. x. (ed. 2) 347 
The cells which contain the saccharine and other fermentable 
matters. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 96 
Organic fermentable liquids change very slowly. 

Jig. 1732 List. Litteraria 1V, 22 He proceeds to range 
fermentable Subjects into Classes. 1840 Miti £ss. (1859) 
Il. 408 The .. fermentable elements of French society. 

2. Capable of causing fermentation. rare. 

1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 133 The 
fermented liquor must be separated as much as possible 
from the yeast or fermentable matter. 

Hence Fe:rmentabi-lity, the quality of being 
fermentable. 

1788 Projects in Ann. Reg. 85 Newman. .was unwilling to 
admit of the fermentability of milk, 


+ Fermentace‘ous, ¢z. Ods, [f. FERMENT sé. 
+-AckEOUS.] Having the properties of a ferment. 

1662 J. CHanpiter Van LHelmont’s Oriat. 140 Fermenta- 
ceous Odour dwells every where. 1682 T. Gisson Axat. 
(697) 4x Hunger is caused from fermentaceous particles. 

+ Ferme:ntal, c. Ods. [f. FeRMENT sd. +-AL.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of, a ferment or 
fermentation. 

1650 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. u. vii. 783 Cucumbers .. 
may also debiliate the .. fermentall faculty of the stomack, 
1676 NewTon in Rigaud Corr, Sct. Aen (1841) I]. 389 The 
frame of nature may be nothing but ether condensed by a fer- 
mental principle. 1694 Westmacort Scrzpt, Herd, (1695) 152 
Intense cold. . prevents their Fruit-bearing by suspending the 
fermental action of the Principles. 


Fermentarian (faiméntéerian). Zecl. Hist. 
[f. L. fermentire-us (£. fermentum: see FERMENT 
sb.) +-AN.] A name applied in reproach by Latin 
Christians to those of the Greek church, as using 
fermented bread in the Eucharist. 1775 in Asn. 


+Fermenta‘rious, 2. Obs—° [f. L. fer- 
mentari-us (f. fermentum: see FERMENT 50.) + 
-ous.] Made of leaven; belonging to fermentation. 

1656-81 in Blount Glossogr. 1775 in Asu. 

+Fermentate, v. Ods. [f. L. fermentat- 
ppl. stem of fermentdre, to ferment.] trans. To 
cause to ferment; to leaven. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 208/2, Rye meale 
to be fermentatede with sower leaven. 1615 Crookre Body 
of Man 218 A certaine paste should .. bee fermentated .. 
into the form of a man. 1657 Tomuinson Leno's Disp. 
105 The conditure is excellently fermentated. 

jig. a1670 Hacker Alp. Williams u. 179 The largest 
part of the Lords were fermentated with an Anti-episcopal 
Sourness. 

absol. 1686 Brn Israet Vind. Sud. in Phenix (1708) II. 
394 Every confection ought to be so pure as not to admit of 
..any thing that may fermentate. 

Hence Fe‘rmentated f//.a. 

1656-81 in Brounr Glossogyr. 1676-1717 in CoLEs. 
in Worcester (citing Bacon). 

Fermentation (fomméntéi‘fon). [ad. L. fer- 
mentation-em, n. of action f. ferment-are to FER- 
MENT.] ‘The action or process of fermenting. 

1. A process of the nature of that resulting from 
the operation of leaven on dough or on saccharine 
liquids. 

The features superficially recognizable in the process in 
these instances are an effervescence or internal commotion, 
with evolution of heat, in the substance operated on, and a 
resulting alteration of its properties. Before the rise of 
modern chemistry, the term was applied to all chemical 
changes exhibiting these characters; in Alchemy, it was the 
name of an internal change supposed to be produced in 
metals by a ‘ferment’, operating after the manner of leaven. 
In modern science the name is restricted to a definite class 
of chemical changes peculiar to organic compounds, and 
produced in them by the stimulus of a ‘ferment’ (see FERMENT 
sd. 1); the various kinds of fermentation are distinguished 
by qualifying adjs., as acetous, alcoholic, butyric, lactic, 
putrefactive, etc. (see those;words). In popular language 
the term is no longer applied to other kinds of change than 
those which it denotes in scientific use, but it usually con- 
veys the notion of a sensible effervescence or ‘ working’, 
which is not involved in the chemical sense. : 

a. in applications covered by the modern scien- 


tific sense. 


1860 








‘(erron.) -iscible. 


FERMENTESCIBLE, 


160r HoLtanp Péiny xxiu. vii. I]. 170 Some used to put 
thereunto [the juice out of mulberries] myrrhe and cypresse, 
setting all to frie and take their fermentation in the sun. 
@ 1682 Sir T, Browne Vracts (1684) 26 Made by hindring 
and keeping the must from fermentation or working. 1718 
Quincy Compl. Disp, 8 Vhe second is the inflammable Spirit 
of Vegetable, and what is procured by the help of Fermenta- 
tion, 1796 C. MarsHaLt Garden. xiii. (1813) 179 The dung of 
animals ..is put together for fermentation. 1842 A. Compr 
Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 110 Others .. contended, that 
chymification results from simple fermentation of the ali- 
mentary mass. 1874 M. Cooke Fungi 3 These cells are 
capable of producing fermentation in certain liquids, 

+b. in Alchemy. Obs. 
2€1386 CuaucerCax. Yeom. Prol. § T.264 Oure cementynge 
and fermentacioun. 1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. 1x. in Ashm. 
(1652) 173 Trew Fermentacyon few Workers do understond. 
1599 THYNNE Animadv, (1875) 32 Fermentacione ys a pe- 
culier terme of Alchymye. 1610 B. Jonson AJch. 1. 1, 
Because 0’ your fermentation, and cibation. 

+e. in various other vague applications. Ods. 

@ 1661 Futter Worthies (1840) III. gt Others impute the 
heat .. to the fermentation of several minerals. 1671 GREW 
Anat. Plants 1. i. § 30 (1682) 6 The General Cause of the 
growth ofa..Seed, is Fermentation. 1678 State Trials, Earl 
of Pembroke (1810) 1341 Claret, and .. small-beer .. set the 
blood upon a fermentation. 1707 Curios. in Hush. §& Gard.67 
An acid Salt mingles it self with an Alkali: from which 
Mixture results a Fermentation, and very sensible Heat. 
1728-46 THomson Spring 569 The torpid sap .. in fluent 
dance, And lively fermentation, mounting. 1794 SULIVAN 
View Nat. I. 69 As soon as our continents were thus 
delivered from the waters, the fermentations. .ceased. 

+a. Lron-smelting : see quot. Obs. 

1791 Beppors in Phil. Trans, LXXXI. 174 The hottest 
part of the mass begins to heave and swell .. The workman 
calls this appearance fermentation. 

2. fig. The state of being excited by emotion or 
passion; agitation, excitement, working. Some- 
times (with more complete metaphor): A state of 
agitation tending to bring about a purer, more 
wholesome, or more stable condition of things. 

c 1660 J. Gipson in Spurgeon 77eas. Dav. cxix. 9 A young 
man..in the highest fermentation of his youthful lusts. 
1682 Hart ANGLESEY State Govt. in Somers 7racts II. 196 
Predicting .. the happy, future State of our Country ; and 
that the then Fermentation would be perfective to it. 1752 
Hume Ess. & Treat. (1777) 1. 288 The minds of men being 
once .. put into a fermentation. 1845 S. Austin Razke’s 
Hist. Ref, \1, 161 Whether in such a state of fermentation, 
they would wait patiently. 1859 Mut. Liderty ii. 61 In the 
intellectual fermentation of Germany, etc, 

[f. Frr- 


Fermentatious (foimenté!-fas), a. 
MENTATION: see -ouS.] Of a disease: That is 
produced by some morbific principle or organism 
acting on the system like a ferment. 

1888 Scott. Leader 6 Dec. 5 The vast increase they show 
in deaths from other ‘zymotic’ (or ‘ fermentatious’) diseases. 

Fermentative (fame ntativ), a. [f. L. fermen- 
tat- ppl. stem of fermentare+-IvE, Cf. Fr. fer- 
mentatif. | 

1. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of fermenta- 
tion ; developed by fermentation. 

1665 Hooxe Microgr. 122 Vegetation, which is set a 
moving by the putrifactive and fermentative heat. 1693 
Brancarp Phys. Dict. 205/2 Some filthy and fermentative 
Matter. 1757 A. Coorer Distiller 1, ii. (1760) 10 The suc- 
ceeding Separation or fermentative Motion, isa very different 
Thing. 1850 Dauseny AZo. Th. x. (ed. 2) 350 Watching 
it during the continuance of the fermentative process. 1869 
E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 5) 20 The organic matter 
may..commence to undergo fermentative changes. 

2. Tending to cause or undergo fermentation. 

1661 Cuitprey rit. Bacon. 43, 1 doubt whether either 
of them hath any thing of a fermentative power in them. 
1671 Grew Anat. Plants 1. i. § 31 (1682) 7 Beer, or any 
other Fermentative Liquor. 1748 HartLey Odserv. Man 
1. i. 46 The fermentative Disposition of the fresh Chyle. 1876 
Foster Phys. u. i. 219 The fermentative activity of yeast. 

Hence Ferme‘ntatively adv., and Ferme’nta- 
tiveness. 

1684 Tyson Hist. R. Soc. iv. 172 (T.) The white of the 
egg he concluded, from its fermentativeness, to be impreg- 
nated with air. 1890 WexsTER, Mermentatively, 

Fermentatory (foime‘ntatori), a. [f Lat. 
type *fermentatorius, f. fermentare to ferment.] 
= FERMENTATIVE I. 

1765 Brownrice in PAtl, Trans. LV. 227 Liquors, which 
.. by their fermentatory motion, generate more air than 
they can imbibe. 1770 Monthly Rev. 302 A fermentatory 
process is carried on in the stomach. » 

Fermented (foimentéd), Af/. a. [f. FERMENT 
v. + -ED!.] Of a liquor: That has been through the 
process of fermentation. Of bread: Leavened. 

1sgs Epen Decades 258 Fermented breade dipte in a 
sponefull of wyne. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. . iv. 82 
From the distillation of fermented urine .. ariseth an Aqua 
vite. 1732 Arpurunot Rules of Diet 261 All fermented 
Spirits, the [stimulating] Effects of which are very sudden, 
1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chent, (1814) 136 The spirits dis- 
tilled from different fermented liquors differ in their 
flavour. 3 . ae 

Fermentescible (foiménte'sib'l), a. Also 
[f. as prec. + -escible (see -ESCE 
and -IBLE).] a. Having the power to cause fer- 
mentation. b. Capable of being fermented. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc, Compit. xix. 730 Fermentiscible 
and often bilious Humours bred of..Meat corrupted, 1807 
Med. ¥rnl, XXII. 198 The albumen ..was so altered .. 
without having lost its fermentescible action. 1814 Edin. 
Rev. XXIII. 129 To excite fermentation in a fermentiscible 
fluid. 1865 Reader No. 117. 346/3 Fermentescible liquids. 
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FERMENTING. 


Ferme‘nting, v//. sd. [f. as prec. +-1nG!.] 
The action of the vb. FERMENT; also att77d. 

1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. 1x. in Ashm. (1652) 173 Fer- 
mentyng in dyvers maners is don. 1831 CARLYLE Sart. 
Res. (1858) 13 What a Fermenting-vat lies simmering and 
hid! 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) IL. 415 
Twenty gallons in each fermenting tub, 1856 Kane Arct. 
Expl. WN. xi. 37 My..study-lamp is now fixed under a barrel 
to .. raise a fermenting temperature. 

Fermenting (foimentin), AA/. a. [f. as prec. 
+-ING%.] That ferments; in senses of the verb. 

1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. u. 10 When with fermenting 
Juice the Vat o’erflows, 1705 Appison Campaign 108 
‘Their Courage dwells not in a troubl’d Flood Of mounting 
Spirits, and fermenting Blood. 1816 J. Scorr Vzs. Parts 
Pref. (ed. 5) 4 The fermenting mischief burst forth. 1872 
Taunt Map of Thames 15 The bung flies upwards from the 
fermenting beer, : 

Fermentitious (foiménti-fos), a. [f. assumed 
L. *fermentict-us (f. fermentum FERMENT sé.) + 
-ous.] Ofa fermenting or effervescent nature. 

1807 A. Knox Let, Butterworth Rem. (1834) I. 67 It can 
deceive us by no fermentitious feeling. 1820 — Let. H. 
More Rem. (1837) III. 464 Mr. Southey .. seems to take .. 
pleasure in shewing off the annoying spectacles of fer- 
mentitious religion. : 

Fermentive (foime'ntiv), a. [f. FERMENT sd. 
or v.+-IVE.] Tending to produce fermentation, 

1672 Phil. Trans. VII. 4030 Seeds, which by the vertue 
of their fermentive Odours perform these transmutations 
upon Matter. 1674 R. Goprrey /77. §& Ad. Physic 2 Were 
not Diseases themselves. .in a manner poysonous and Fer- 
mentive. 1888 A thenxunt 25 Feb. 247/3 The fermentive 
organism is..absolutely essential to the setting up of de- 
structive rotting. 

Jig. 1656 Artif. Handsom. 104 Which is as strong aleaven 
to puffe the mind, as any thing, and no lesse fermentive 
when naturall, than when artificiall. 

+Fermerer!, Olds. [f. Frermery +-Er1.] 
The superintendent of a (monastic) infirmary. Cf. 
E.NFERMERER. 


¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sowpn. 7.151 So did our sextein, and 


our fermerere, That han ben trewe feeres fifty yere. 1483 
Cath. Angl. 127/2 A Fermerer, jufirmarius. 
+ Fermerer”, ‘Sc. Ods. Forms: 6 fer- 


morar, 7 fermarer, -orer. [f. /ermer, FARMER 2 

+-ER!.] = Farmer sé.2 2 and 3. 

@1572 Knox Hist. Ref. w. (1632) 298 Thair Factours and 
Fermorars. 1609 SKENE Reg. Alaz., Stat. David I, 43 
Fermorers borne of husband men..may not ficht for the 
libertie of their predicessours, /é/d, Table 79 Vermarer, 
or tenent to any man. 

Fermery, farmery. Ods. exc. Hist. 
Forms: a. 4-6 fermerie, -y(e, 4-7 fermori(e, 
-y(e, 5 fermary(e, 7 //zs¢. fermarie, firmorie, 
firmary. £8. 6 farmarie, -erye, -ory, 7 farmary, 
6—farmery. [aphet. f. OF. ev/fermerie, ad. med 
L. dnfirmaria: see INFIRMARY.] = INFIRMARY ; 
chiefly, the infirmary-of a monastery. 

1377 Lane. P. PZ. B. xi. 108 If 3e fare so in 3owre fer- 
morie. ¢c1394 P. Pl. Crede 212 Fermery and fraitur with 
fele mo houses. 1430 Pzler. Lyf Manhode w. 1x. (1869) 205, 
I wole lede pee with me..in to be fermerye to reste. c15g0 
3ALE K’. Vohan 82 Gett thee to the farmerye. 1593 Rzfes § 
Mon. Ch. Durh. (Surtees) 44 A chamber called the Dead 
Mane’s Chamber in the said Farmery, 1611 Sprep Hist. 
Gt. Brit, 1x. viii, § 62 The rehearsall .. of his dying in the 
Firmary. 1626 Specman Gloss., irmarium al. Ferma- 
vium, Angl. a fermarie. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. vi. ii, 287 
Infirmarium or the firmorie. 1891 W. H. St. J. Hore in 
Venables Chron. de Parco Lude Introd. 55 Of the farmery 
(iifirmitoriun)..very little has been made out. 

attrib, a1490 Boroner /¢in, (Nasmith 1778) 83 The fer- 
marye chyrch continet in longitudine 34 virgas. 

Fermete, var. of Finmiry, Ods. 

+ Fe'rmillet. Ods. Also 6 formelet. [a. 
OF. fermillet, fermatllet, dim. of fermatl FERMAIL. | 
An ornamental clasp, buckle, or setting. 

©1475 Partenay 1082 A formelet, of gret ualure beyng, 
With presious stonis gernesshed that thyng. 1633 J. Done 
tr. Aristeas’ Hist. Septuagint 49 Those Stones were sus- 
tayned .. by Buckles and Fermillets of Gold for more firm- 
nesse. 

+Fermison, Ols. Forms: 4 fermyson, 
-soun, 5 fermeson, [a. AF. fermyson, OF. fer- 
meyson, fermoyson:—L. firmation-em, n. of action 
f. firmare, in med.L. to close (F. fermer).] 

1. A close-time for the male deer. attrib, 

[1248 Foot of I’ines (Record Office), co, Stafford, Quod Hugo 
et heredes sui... quolibet anno possint capere in predicto 
parco unam damam in fermisona inter festum Sancti Martini 
et Purificationem Beatz Mariz et unum damum in pingue- 
dine inter festum Sancta Crucis in Mayo et festum Sanctze 
Crucis in Septembri. ¢ 1325 Gloss. W. de Biblesw. in 
Wright loc. 174 Assez par my la mesoun De treste du 
fermeyson [EZng. Gloss. taken of gres tyme].] ¢ 1340 Gaw. 
§& Gr, Knt. 1156 Pe fre lorde hade de-fende in fermysoun 
tyme Pat ber schulde no mon mene to be male dere. ?4@ 1400 
Morte Arth, 180 Fflesch fluriste of fermysone, 

2. A place where deer were kept. 

c1420 Anturs of Arth, (Camden) 1, By fermesones by 
frythys, and felles. 


+ Fern, a. and adv. Obs. Forms: 1 fyrn, 3 
fer(r)en, (furne), 3 Layanion v(e)orne, 4-5 fern, 
(4 feorn, 6 farne). Also (as adv. and in Comb.) 
with prefix, 1 zefyrn, 2 zefern, 3 ifurn, ivurn, 
ifeorn, iv(e)orn, 4 yfern. [Perh. repr. two dif- 
ferent but synonymous formations (from different 
ablaut-grades of the same root), The OE. fyrn 
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with y from #, an -i stem that has passed into 
the -o declension, seems to be a peculiarly Eng. 
formation (perh. in origin a sb., as the form with 
prefixed ge may suggest), cognate with OS. furn, 
Jorn adv. formerly (also in comb. an furndagon = 
OE. on fyrndagum), OHG. forn (MHG, vorn) 
formerly, ON. for adj. ancient (Sw. forz). The 
sense ‘of last year’, though not recorded before 
the ME. period, seems to point to an OE. */erne, 
which would correspond to OS. fern past (of years), 
OHG. firni old (MHG. virne old, verne adv. last 
year, mod.Ger. firne old, of last year), Goth, 
Sairnets old :—OTeut. *fernjo-, cognate with Lith. 
pernat ady., last year.]} 
A. adj. 

1. Of time: Former, ancient, of old. 

After r5th c. only in phrase old fern days or years} cf. 3 
and FrernyEar, 

axooo Riddles \xxxi. 9 (Gr.) Fyrn ford-gesceaft. ¢1275 
Lay. 24795 Julius..Pat in vorne daze bi-wan hit mid fihte. 
c1300 K. A/is, 6356 Feorne men .. Clepeth heom Agofagy. 
@ 1400 Ocfonian 477 Hyt ys well fern men seyden so. 1529, 
1562 [see Fernyear A. 1]. 1571 Br. Lestey 77ztle Success. 
u. 6b, I might here fetche foorth olde farne dayes. 

2. Lern year: last year: see FERNYEAR. 

3. Comé. fern-days, days of old. 

a1000 Andreas 753 (Gr.) Pis is se ilca ealwalda god Pone 
on fyrndagum federas cudon. ¢ 12053 Lay. 27118 Pat 
Merlin i furn dajen seide. 

B. adv. Long ago, of old, formerly, a long time. 

a, atooo Guthlac 841 (Gr.) Pone bitran drync Pone Eve 
fyrn Adame geaf. c1z00 77/2. Coll. Hom. 59 Feren it is 
pat we and ure heldrene habbzd ben turnd fro him. Jézd. 
161 Hit is ferren atleien holie tilde. 1377 Lanov. P. Pl. B. 
xv. 226 It is ferre [v.7. fern] agoo in seynt Fraunceys tyme. 
¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sg.’s 7. 248 For they han knowen it so 
fern. c1422 Hocc.eve Fereslaus's Wife 199 It is ago fern 
syn I spak yow to Of loue, 

B. cx000 IVulfstan (Napier) xviii. 104 Eala, zefyrn is, pet 
Surh deofol fela binga misfor. cxz0g Lay. 24017 Pa iuurn here 
stoden, a@1250 Owl § Night. 1306 Heo were ifurn of prestes 
mupe Amansed. ¢1275 in O. E. A/isc. (1872) 193 Ifurn ich 
habbe isunehed mid worke and mid worde. ¢ 1380 S7r 
Ferumb, 3207 Wel y-fern pay holpe ous nou3t. 

Fern (foin), sd. Forms: 1 fearn, 3 south. veerne, 
4-7 ferne, 6-7 fearn(e, (6 Sc. farne, -7 fyrne, 9 
dial. fearn), 7 ferron, 6- fern. [OEF. fearn str. 
neut. =MDu. veren (Du. varen), OHG. farn, farm 
(MHG, varn, varm, mod.Ger. farm) neut. and 
masc., (not recorded in ON., but cf. Sw. dial. faze 
:—ON. *ferne):—OTeut. */arno-:—OAryan *forno-, 
whence Skr. favna neut-, wing, feather, leaf. 
The primitive meaning of the word is doubtless 
‘feather’; for the transferred application cf. Gr. 
mrepoy feather, mrepis fern.] 

1. One of a large group of vascular cryptogamous 
plants constituting the N.O. 772/zces ; a single plant 
or frond of the same; also col/ect. in sing. 

Flowering or Royal Fern: Osmunda regalis; 
see OSMUND. Hard fern= Piechnum. Lady-fern 
= Athyrium filix femina, Male fern= Lastrea 

Jilix-mas. Prickly fern = Polystichum aculeatum. 

For bladder-, buckler-, hare-foot-, holly-, maidenhair-, 
tree-, etc. fern, see those words. 

a8o00 Corpus Gloss., Filix, fearn. c888 K. /ELFRED 
Boeth, xxiii. § 1 Atio wrest of ba pornas & pa fyrsas & pet 
fearn. c12z05 Lay. 12817, I wude i wilderne inne haede & 
inne uzrne. c¢ 1330 Arth. § Merl. 8875 No gaf he ther of 
nought a ferne. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sg7.’s 7. 247 Vit is glas 
nought like aisschen of ferne. c1400 Maunpev. (1839) 
xxx. 307 Tentes, made of black Ferne. 1477 Norton Ord. 
Alch. vi. in Ashm. (1652) 95 Of Ashes of Ferne. 1523 
Firzuers. Surv. 6b, Brome, gorse, fyrs, braken, ferne. 
16zr Sir R. Boyre in Lismore Pap. (1886) 11. 16 He is 
to vse ffyrnes and heath, but not wood to brew withal. 
1639 ‘TI. pe Gray Compl. Horseman 319 ‘Vake the root 
of male brake or fearn, 1771 SMottetr Hmph. Cl. (1815) 
259 A brown desert .. that produces nothing but heath 
and fern. 1814 Scotr Ld. of /sles v. xix, The tall fern ob- 
scured the lawn, 1842 Tennyson Talking Oak 201 Hidden 
deep in fern. 

2. attrib. and Comb.: simple attrib., as fern-ashes, 
-bracken, -bush, -covert, -faggot, -~frond, -harvest, 
-leaf, -plant, -root, -spore, -stalk, -stem, -tuft; ob- 
jective, as fern-gatherer, -grower, -thief; instru- 
mental and parasynthetic, as fer-clad, -crowned, 
Sringed, -leaved, -thatched adjs.; similative, as 
Serin-lke adj. 

1386 Cuaucer Sgr.’s 7. 246 To maken of *fern asshen 
glas. 1745 Beverley Beck Act ii. 2 Every quarter of fern 
ashes. 1567 JeweL Def. Afol. u. 255 In like order of 
reason he might haue saide it is not a *fearn bushe. 1580 
Lyty Luphues (Arb.) 319 It is a blynde Goose that knoweth 
not a oxe from a Fearne-bush. 1841 Lever C. O’A/alley 
eviii, An apparently endless succession of “fern-clad hills. 
1859 G. Merepitu 2. Severed xxi, A pine overlooking 
the *fern-covert, 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xvii. 23 The 
*Fearne-crown’d Flood. 1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 
47 Heath, Brake, or *Fern Faggots. 1842 Faser Styrian 
Lake 131 The *fern-fringed wall. 1879 Eucycl. Brit. 1X. 
ro1/t Columna in 1648 compared the *fern frond to butcher's 
broom. 1886 Hat Caine Sox of Hagar 1. xi, I'm a *fern- 
gatherer. 1 T. Moore Srit. Kerns 15 The amateur 
*Ferngrower. 1855 Mrs. Gaskett North & S. ii, The 
*Fern-harvest was over. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. iv. 
60/2 He beareth Argent, a *Fern leaf, Vert, 1840 Mrs. 
Norron Dream 82 *Fern-leaved Mimosa. 1650 How 











FERNAMBUCK. 


Phytologia Brit. 77 Muscus filicinus Park. *Fernlike 
Mosse. 1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. 179 In 
..Fern-like plants tubes are found. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 
225 Bulbils from which *Fern-plants are directly developed. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccli. 322 Poure peple made hem 
brede of *fern rotes. 1753 CHAMBERS Cycl. Supp., Fern-root 
was frequently prescribed by the antients in diet-drinks, for 
removing obstructions, 1589 R. Harvey Pl. Perc. 13, I 
thinke the mad slaue, hath tasted on a *ferne-stalke, that he 
walkes so invisible. 1884 Bower & Scorr De Bary's Phaner. 
289 A number of *Fern-stems with leaves in many rows. 
1614 SYLVESTER Bethulia’s Rescue 1. 29 Their *Fern-thatcht 
Towns. 1888 Athenaum 21 July 105/2 Some *fern thieves 
were captured. @1835 Mrs. Hemans Poems, Hour of 
Romance, Under the *fern-tufts. 

b. Special comb.: fern-allies, plants ofa nature 
allied to that of ferns; fern-bracken = BRACKEN 
(Britten & H.); fern-brake, (az) =prec.; (6) a 
thicket of fern; + fern-bud, a kind of fern-fly, used 
by anglers; fern-chafer, a beetle (Scarabeus or 
Amphimalla solstitialis); fern-cup, the cup-like 
form of the fern just after coming through the 
ground ; fern-fly, a fly frequenting fern; fern-gale, 
the Sweet Fern (AZyrica Comptonia) ; fern-moss, 
a genus of mosses, /%sszdens ; fern-oil (see quot.) ; 
+fern-sitter, a name given to the hare; fern- 
tree=tree-fern ; fern-web, a beetle (Scarabeus 
or Melorontha horticola). Also FERN-OWL, -SEED. 

1879 Encycl, Brit. 1X. 100/2 Groups .. often spoken of .. 
as *Fern-allies. 161x CuHarpMan J/ay Day Plays 1873 II. 
352 A bath of *fernebraks for your fustie bodie. 1622 
Fietcuer Beggar's Bush v. i, Your breech is safe enough : 
the wolf’s a fern-brake. 1760 Walton § Cotton's Angler 
App. (1760) 121 *Fern-Bud, this fly is got on Fern. 1774 
G, Wurtr Selborne |x. 103 The appearance .. of the *fern- 
chafer, 1816 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. xvi. (1828) II. 5 Of this 
nature seems to be that of the cockchafer and fern-chafer. 
1888 Pall Mall G. 4 July 5/1 In their nightly gambols 
through my garden they too often destroy .. my choicest 
*fern-cups. 1676 Corton Azgler 1. 330 The *Fern-fly .. is 
of the colour of Fern or Bracken. 1686 PLor Staffordsh. 
233 The Fern-Flyes..feed on the young corn and grass, and 
hinder their growth. 1867 F. Francis Angling vi. (1880) 
230 The Fern Fly .. known to children .. as, ‘Soldiers and 
Sailors’. 1698 J. Periver in PA. Trans. XX. 398 Our 
common *Fern Moss. 1868 Trivp Brit. Mosses 181 Marsh 
Fern Moss..Rock Fern Moss, 1753 CHamBers Cyc, Supp., 
*Fern-otl in pottery, a name given .. to a sort of varnish, 
which the Chinese use in their porcelain manufactories. It 
is also called lime-oil. @1325 Names of Hare in Rel. Ant. 
1.134 The hare The ligtt-fot, the *fernsittere. 1827 HELLYER 
in Bischoff Van Diemen’s Land (1852) 166 * Fern trees twenty 
feet in height. 1884 Botprewoop JA/elb, fem. xx. 147 
Picnics to fern-tree gullies..were successfully carried out. 
1796 W. Marsuatt W. Devon. Gloss.,*Fern-web. 1869 
Bracxmore Lorna D. vii. (ed, 12) 37 With a hook and a bit 
of worm on it, or a fern-web., 

Hence Ferned ///. a., fern-grown; Fe‘rnist, 
one who cultivates or takes an interest in ferns; 
Fe'rnless a., devoid of ferns. 

1845 Hirst Poems 155, I tread on ferned and laurelled 
hills. 1865 Atheneum No. 1959. 648/3 The fernist of meanest 
capacity, 1888 — 21 July 105/2 Fairlight Glen, once the 
loveliest spot on the southern coast, now almost fernless. 
1893 I. E. Brown O/d FYohn, etc. 177 Rose plot, Fringed 
pool, Ferned grot. 

+ Fern, 5b.2 Obs. [perh. repr. OF. fren, ON. 
jirn pl., orig, a crime, monstrous thing ; for the 
sense cf. mod.Icel. firvné ‘a great deal, a lot’ 
(Vigf.).] A huge quantity or number. 

a 1300 Cursor MM. 3998 (Cott.) O pis gret aght hou has me 
lent I sal gret fern be-for me sent. ¢ 1325 Jets. Hone. 126 
A lazer..Com and asked Crist his hele, Bifor that fern of 
fole sa fele, 

Fern, 50.3 Obs. exc. dial. Also 4, 6 verne, 7 
fearne. [ME. verne, perh. f. VIRNE to go round, 
a. F. udvonner, f. viron circuit.] A windlass. 

[a 1327 Acc. Works Westm, Palace in Promp, Parv. 
510 note, Gynes voc’ fernes. 1328 /ééd., Circa facturam 
cujusdam verne sive ingenii.] 1546 LancLey Pod. Verg. De 
Invent, 1. vii. 47 b, Cranes or Vernes to winde up great 
Weightes. 1574 Wotlingham Rec. 1V. 155 The vse of 
a ferne to lode the tymber wyth. 1611 Corcr., AZoulinet 
a@ brassiéres, the barrell of a windlasse or fearne. Jé7d., 
Chevie, the engine called by architects, etc, a fearne. 
1847-78 HatuiweELt, /varn, a windlass. Linc, 


Fern (fain), 7. [f. Fern 56.1] 

1. trans. To cover with fern. 

c14z0 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 338 The mapul, ooke and 
assche endureth Jonge In floryng yf thou ferne it welle. 
1862 Alacm. Mag. Sept. 426 How was it [island] lichened 
and mossed, ferned and heathed ? 

2. intr. To feed upon fern. ? Obs. 

1576 ‘Turserv. Venerze 153 When he feedeth on fearne or 
rootes, then it is called rowting or fearning. 1688 R, 
Hoime Armoury u. 135/2 For the Feeding..if..Boar and 
Swine .. be in open Grounds, on Heaths .. they are Fearn- 
ing. 

+Ferna’‘mbuck. Ods. Also 6 fernandobuck, 
6-7 fernan(d)buck, 8 fernebourge. [Corruptly 
f. Pernambuco, the name of a sea-port in Brazil.] 
=Braziu sé. 1. Also attrib. 

1595 Drake's Voy. (Hakluyt Soc.) 13 In this place was 
great store of fruite and much femandohart. 1598 Foro, 
Scotano, a red wood called brasill or fernanbucke, 1617 
Fynes Moryson J/tin, ut. 534 Fernandbuck wood. 1703 
Tl. S. Art's Improv. 28 [To stain wood red] Take Ferne- 
bourge, half a Pound, and Rain Water, x712z tr. Pomet's 
Hist. Drugs 1, 68 Most in Use is the Brazil-Wood, call’d 
Fernambuck. 1722 Act Encour. Silk Manuf, in Lond, 
Gaz, No. 6040/7 Brazil or Fernambuck Wood. : 


FERNERY. 


Fernery (faiméii). [f. Fern s6.1+-mry.] A 
place or a glass-case where ferns are grown. 

1840 E. Newman Brit, Ferns Introd. (1844) 11 A fernery 
..Should possess ..a pure atmosphere. 1863 Bares Wa? 
Amazon I. 70 The whole forest glade formed a vast fernery. 

Fernicle, var. of VERNICLE, Ods. 

+ Fern-osmund. Obs. rave—'. [f. Fern sd.1 
+ OsmunND.] ‘The Royal Fern, Osmunda regalis. 

1614 Marxuam Cheap Husb. Table of Hard Words, 
Ferne Osmund is an hearbe of some called Water-lerne, 
hath a trianguler stalke .. and it growesin Boggs. /did.1. 
Ixvi. 39. [Some later editions have the misprinted form 

JSernsmund, which has been copied into mod. Dicts.] 

Fe'rn-owl, [f. Fern 5d.1 + Own] a. The 
Nightjar or Goatsucker, Caprimulgus europeus ; 
b. the Short-eared owl, Aso brachyotus. 

a. 1678 Ray Willughby's Ornith. w. iii. § 1. 107 The 
Fern-owl..or Goat-sucker, Caprimulgus. 1793 G. WuitTE 
Selborne (1853) Il. xxx. 246 Not long after a fern owl was 
procured, 1832-5 E. Jesse Glean. Nat. [fist. (1843) 221 
The fern-owl, or night-jar. 1870 Morris Harthly Par. I. 
mt, 44 ‘Midst bittern’s boom and fern-owl’s cry. 

b. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit. Birds 129 Short- 
eared owl. . Fern-Owl (Ireland). 

Fe'rn-seed. ‘The ‘seed’ of the fern. Before 
the mode of reproduction of ferns was understood, 
they were popularly supposed to produce an in- 
visible seed, which was capable of communicating 
its invisibility to any person who possessed it. 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. [V, u, i. 96 We haue the receit of 
Fern-seede, we walke inuisible. 1630 B. Jonson Mew Jun 
1. Wks. (Rtldg.) 411/1, I had No med’cine, sir, to go in- 
visible ; No fern-seed in my pocket. 1756 Smart Horat. 
Canons Friendsh. 76 Ask thy heart, if Custom..Hath sown 
no undiscover’d fern-seed there. 1815 Scorr Guy Mann. 
xlv, ‘ They say she has gathered the fern-seed and can gang 
ony gate she likes.” 1859 Sara Vw. round Clock (1861) 266 
We .. are in the receipt of fern-seed, and can walk invisible. 

Fernshaw (fo.nf5). [f. Fern+SnHaw.] A 
brake or thicket of fern. 

1845 Browninc Flight of Duchess xiii, Some story or 
other Of hill or dale, oakwood or fernshaw. 

Fernticle (famtik’l). Obs. exc. dial. Also 5 
farntikylle, ferntyklle, 6 fayrntikle, 9 fan- 
tic(k)le, farntic(k)le, Sc. fairnitickle. ‘A freckle 
on the skin, resembling the seed of fern’ (W.). 

1483 Cath. Angl. 123/t A Farntikylle, lenticula. Ibid. 
128/r A Ferntykylle, cesta. 1551 Turner /Zerba/ 1. (1568) 
Piija, Rocket .. taketh away frekles or fayrntikles with 
vinegre. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Farnticles..the brown ‘ pin 
point pops’ clustered in the complexion. 

Hence Fe‘rnticled Af/. a., freckled. 

1483 Cath, Ang. 123/1 Farntykylde, dentiginosus. 1719 
DUrrey Pills VI. 351 Pluggy fac’d Wat .. And .. farnicled 
Huggy. 1880 Antrim § Down Gloss., Karn-tickled. 

Ferny (fo-mi), a. [f. Fern 5b.1+-y1] 

1. Abounding in fern, overgrown with fern. 

1523 Firzuers. 2/usb. § 50 That sycknes is moste com- 
monly on..ferny grounde. 1667 Phil. Trans. U1. 525 Vhe 
Surface thereof ..is Heathy, Ferny and Furzy. a@ 1722 
Liste ‘usb. (1752) 4 A red, sandy, ferny ground. 1808 
Scorr Marm. iv. xv, The wild buck bells from ferny brake. 
1860 Donatpson Bush Lays 87 ‘The flat ferny wastes all 
lie sleeping. 

2. Of or pertaining to fern, consisting of fern. 

1710 Puitiirs Pastorals vi. 29 When Locusts in the 
Fearny Bushes cry. @ 1717 Parnett Wes 72 Your ferny 
shade forsakes the vale. 1804 J. Graname Sabbath (1808) 


67 Woodless its banks but green with ferny leaves. 1884 
Bazaar ro Dec. 621/5 A..gorsy, ferny growth. 

3. Of a fern-like nature, resembling fern. 

1791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 1. 76 Ferny foliage. 1870 J. 


Ruoaves Poens 131 Every pane is hoar with ferny rime. 

+ Fernyear, fern year, sé. and adv. Ods. 
Forms: a. 1 fyrnzéar, 4 fernjere, -yere, (5 
ferner), 5,8, 9 fernyear, 9 Sc. foirnyear. B. 3 
ivurnger. [OE. fyrngéar: see Fern a. and YHAR. 
From 14th c. often as two words, the adj. being 
inflected in ME.] A. 5b. 

1. A past year. 

ex000 Gromic Vers. (Cott.) 12 (Gr.) Fyrngearum frod. 
e205 Lay. 25139, I pan iuurn 3ere. 1377 Lanci. P. Pl. 
B. xu. 5 How fele fern3eres are faren and so fewe to come. 
1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 32 Yf myn aunte .. bethought 
her wel of olde ferners she wolde not suffre that I shold haue 
ony harme. 1529 Morr Sufflic. Soulys Wks. 296/1 Old farne 
yeres. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Lpigr. (1867) 4 Ye regarde 
.-good prouerbes of olde ferne yeeres. 

2. Last year, ‘yester-year’, [Cf. mod.Ger. 
Jirnewein wine of last year.] 

P Skinner took Chaucer's ferne yere to mean February ! 
Hence in Cotes 1692-1732. 

1374 Cuaucer 7oylus v. 1176 Farwel al the snowgh of 
ferne yere! 1406 Hoccteve La Male Regle 423, I dar nat 
speke a word of ferne yeer. 15.. Sir Egeir (1711) 19 He 
..then told him a fern-years tale. 1737 Ramsay Scot. 
Prov. xviii. 14 If I live anither year, I'll ca’ this year fern- 


year. 
B. adv. a. In past years. [Cf OE. fyrngéara, 


where the second element = Yor adv.]_b. In the 
course of last year. ; 

[c 1000 Ags. Ps. (Thorpe) xciv. 9 [xcv. 8] Swa on grimnesse, 
fyrn-geara dydan.] 1377 Lanat. P. P72. B. v. 440 The kynde- 
nesse pat myne euene-cristene kidde me fernyere. 1786 
Harvest Rigin Chambers Pop. Poents Scot. (1862) 62 They'll 
.. reckon up what time fernyear The kirn was held, 1806 
J. Nicot Poems Il, 3 (Jam.) He, fairnyear, ‘gainst the 
en’mie’s power, Wi a choice gang had wander’d. 
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+ Fe‘roce, @. Obs. rare.—! 
Jerox.| =FEROCIOUS a. 


1641 j: disor True Evang. T.1.70 Feroce and belluine 
men [shal cohabit] with the meek and placable. 


+Fero‘cient, a. Ods. [ad. L. ferdctent-em, 
pr. pple. of ferocire, f. ferox fierce.] Raging 
ferociously. 

1654 H. L’Estrance Chas. I (1655) 94 So ferocient it [fire] 
was, as the Ambassadour .. hardly .. escaped. 1655-62 H, 
More Axtid, A theism (1662) 182 [Apostate spirits] that are 
more ferocient. 1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compit. vi. 175 
Vitriolate Acidity, .able to. coagulate the ferocient Spirits. 

Ferocify (férow'sifoi), v. [f. L. ferdcz- stem of 

Jerox + -¥Y.| trans. To make ferocious or fierce. 

1855 in OciLvie Supp. 

Ferocious (ferdwfas), a. [f. L. feroct-, ferox 
fierce, ferocious + -OUS. } 

1. Of animals or persons, their dispositions or 
actions: Fierce, savage; savagely cruel or de- 
structive. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. 11. xvi. 144 The Lyon a., 
ferocious animal! hath young ones but seldome. 1791 Bos- 
WELL Yohnson (1816) 111. 87 He was by no means of that 
ferocious..character. 1794 SutLivan View Nat. I. 188 The 
most .. ferocious beasts are alarmed by it. 1828 Scorr /’, A/. 
Perth xxiii, One whom they had been taught to consider 
as a ferocious .. libertine. a@1853 Robertson Lect. ii. (1858) 
76, I cannot see anything manly in that ferocious struggle. 
1886 SuELvon tr. /laubert’s Salamibo 1 And pits for fero- 
cious animals, 

Comb, 1849 JAMES Woodman ii, Is he a ferocious-looking 
man? 

2. Indicating or characterized by ferocity. 

1728 Pore Dunc. u. 328 Slow rose a form..shaking.. And 
each ferocious feature grim with ooze. 1826 Kirpy & Sp. Exto- 
mol. x\vii. (1828) LV. 418 Their prominent or ferocious eyes. 

Hence Fero‘ciously adv. Fero‘ciousness, 

1766 Forpyce Sern. Ying. Wom. (1767) U1. xiii. 223 Rough- 
ness, and even ferociousness, in a man, we often overlook. 
1775 Mrs. Harris in Priv, Lett. Ld. Malmesbury 1. 303 
He [Dr. Johnson] feeds nastily and ferociously. 1818 
Hatram Mid. Ages (1872) 1. 52 The respect which was felt... 
mitigated in all the rancour and ferociousness of hostility. 
1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xxix. 394 They [rats] gnawed 
her feet and nails so ferociously that we drew her up yelp- 
ing. 1867 Miss Brappon Aur, Wloydi, 10 They hate me so 
ferociously, 

+ Fero‘citate, v. Obs. [f. Frrociry + -atn.] 
trans. To make ferocious ; to taint with fierceness. 

1666 G. Harvey Morb. Angl. iv. 49 The salin .. is apt to 
ferocitate and irritate the spirits. 

Ferocity (férsiti). fad. Fr. ferocité, ad. L. 
Serocitat-em, £. ferox Frroctous.] The quality or 
state of being ferocious; habitual fierceness or 
savageness ; an instance of the same. 

1606 WARNER Add. Eng. xiv. \xxxvi, (1612) 355 With such 
perseuerant hatred and ferocitie. 1749 Frevpinc Tom FYones 
11. iv, Grimalkin. .degenerates not in ferosity from the elder 
branches of her house. 1793 Burke Policy of Allies Wks. 
1842 I. 594 Such their ferocity..that no engagement would 
hold with them for three months. 1831 CartyLe Misc. 
(1857) II. 213 These ferocities and Sibylline frenzies. 1851 
Ruskin Afod. Paint. 11. iu. 1. xiv. § 28 It [fear] is always 
joined with ferocity. 

Ferocize (férdwsaiz),v. vare—*. [f. L. feroc-en 
+-1Z8.] trans. To make ferocious. 

1816 W. Taytor in Afonthly Rev. LXXXI. 537 That 
hatred of war which..ferocizes man. 


+ Ferous, @. Obs. rare—' [f. L. fer-us wild + 
-ous.] Wild, savage. 

1653 A. Witson Yas. J. 75 To chace away those ferous, 
and indomitable Creatures. 


-ferous, in actual use always -iferous (i‘féros), 
an adjectival suffix f. L. -/er producing (f. ferre to 
bear) +-ous. In Lat. the suffix -fer was always 
preceded by #, either belonging to the stem as in 
pestifer, substituted for the stem-yowel as in sezszfer, 
or inserted as a connecting vowel as in a7tfer ; so 
that the suffix practically appears in Lat. as -z/er, 
and in Eng. as -zferous. In Eng. it appeared first 
in words taken from Lat., either directly or through 
Fr, adaptations in -/ére, as in auriferous, baccifer- 
ous, biferous, cruciferous, frugtferous, glandiferous, 
lactiferous, metalliferous, odoriferous, pomiferous, 
rosiferous, soporiferous, thurtferous, vociferous. 
On the analogy thus established -zferous became 
a living English suffix, capable of combining with 
any Latin stem, and forms an unlimited number of 
derivatives, esp. in Natural History, as acédzferous, 
argentiferous, carboniferous, cocciferous, fossilifer- 
ous, lucriferous, sangutferous, umbelliferous. 

Ferow, obs. form of FARRow a. 

Ferox (ferpks). [a. L. (salmo) ferosx lit. ‘ fierce 
salmon’, the scientific name.] A fish (Salmo ferox), 
the great Lake Trout. 

1867 F. Francis Angling: xi. (1880) 403 Lough Melvin .. 
contains salmon grilse, charr, ferox. 1884 M. G. Warkins 


in Lougm. Mag. June 176 Every now and then we had a 
ferox for dinner. 


Ferrade, var. of FmrreD Ods. 

Ferrage, obs. form of FERRIAGE. 

Ferrall, obs. form of FERuLE. 

+Ferrament. Ols. Forms: 5 ferremen(t, 
5-7 ferrament, (ferment). [a. OF. ferrement, 
ad. L. ferrament-um implement of iron, after which 


[ad. L. feroce-m, 








FERREN. 


the word was refashioned. Cf. FARREMENT.] In 
p/. Articles of iron; iron instruments or tools; 
irons, shackles; iron fittings, ironwork. 

ax440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 37 Hym-self so chargid 
with ferramentys and Iryns. 1446 Yatton Churchw. Acc. 
(Somerset Rec. Soc.) 84 It. payd for ferments to the stepyl 
wyndows .. vii§. x4. 1474 Caxton Chesse 1. v. (1860) G vj, 
The fferremens and Instrumentis that hangen on the gurdel. 
1489 — /’aytes of A. u. xxiii. 137 Cartes with ferrementes 
for to carie the roddes for the engins. /é/d, 1. xxxv. 153 
With grete mastes armed aboue wyth sharp ferrementes. 
1597 Lowe Chirurg. 1. ii. (1634) 9 How many kinds of ferra- 
ments ought the Chyrurgion .. to carry. ¢1640 J. SmyTu 
Lives Berkeleys (1883) 11. 66 The ferments of iron in the 
windows. 1660 Charac. Italy 34 Their Bergamasque .. a 
poor..Crab-louse .. cloyster’d up within these ferraments. . 
hath not room to breath, 

Ferrandin, var. of FARANDINE, Ods. 


+ Ferrane, Ferranea. Ols. See quots. 

1812 Sir H. Davy Chem, Philos. 388 ‘There are 2 com- 
pounds of iron and chlorine .. one .. formed by burning iron 
wire in the gas... I have called it Fervanea..‘Vhe other .. 
is a dark gray opaque substance .. and..may be named 
JSerrane, 

+ Ferra‘ra. Obs. rave—!. A broadsword; more 
fully, an ‘ Andrea Ferrara’. Cf. ANDREW 1. 

1762 CHURCHILL Poems, Proph. Famine, There sawl.. 
the Ferrara .. Unwilling grace the aukward victor’s side. 
1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue s.v. Ferrara, An Andrea 
Ferrara has become the common name for the glaymore, or 
highland broad-sword, 

+Ferrary. Obs. [ad. L. (ars) ferraria; but 
cf. Ferruriz.] The smith’s art ; iron-working. 

1609 Hreywoop Brit. Troy xu. xxxvii, Vulcan works ‘in 
heauenly Ferrarie. c161x CHAPMAN /diad xiv.141 The God 
of ferrary. 

Ferrate (fe'reit). Chem. 
-ATE4,] A salt of ferric acid. 

1854 J. Scorrern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 439 A solution 
of ferrate of potash is obtained. 1873 Watts Howes’ Chem. 
(ed. 11) 455 A class of salts called ferrates. 

Ferrateen. vave—'. Cf. Frxretine sé. 

182r Scorr Kenzlw. xxiv, Thou false man of frail cambric 
and ferrateen, 

+ Ferraunt, 2. Ods. Also 4 farant, fera(w)nt, 
feraunte. [a. OF. ferrant, f. fer:—L. ferrum iron. ] 
Of a horse; Iron-grey. Also adsol. 

c1300 K, Adis. 3460 With him cam mony stede farant. 
?ax1400 Morte Arth, 2140 Ffewters in freely one fferaunte 
stedes. /did, 2451 One ferawnt stedes. a 1440 Sir Degrev. 
371 On a sted fferraunt. 

Ferray, obs. form of Foray. 

+ Ferre. falconry. Obs. 

[1486 Bh. St. Albans Djb, Iff yowre hawke nym the fowle 
at the fer side of the Ryuer..from you Then she sleeth the 
fowle at the fer Jutty and if she slee it uppon that side that 
ye ben on..ye shall say she hath sleen the fowle at the Jutty 
ferry.] 1602 Hreywoop Woman Killed Wks. 1874 II. ¢9 
Your’s [z.e, your hawk] missed her at the ferre, 

Ferr(e, obs. form of Far 50., a., and v. 

+Ferreal. Ods. vare—'. [f. L. ferre-us (f. fer- 
rune iron) +-AL.] Of or pertaining to iron. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 379/2 [Recipe for] 
the ferreall poudre, called Crocus Martis. — - 

Ferrean (fer‘an), a vare. [f. as prec. + 
-AN.| = FERREOUS 2. 

1656-81 Brounr Glossogr., Ferrean, iron-like; hard- 
hearted, cruel. _1828 Sourney Gridiron vi. in Life (1850) V- 
364 From the air The ferrean atoms came. [In some mod. 
Dicts.] 

+Ferred, fe‘rhede. Ods. Forms: a. (1 
seférreden), 3 ferreden, fereden, fer(r)eden, 
3-4 ferede, ferred(e, (4 ferrade). 8. 3 fer-, 
verhede. [aphetic f. OF. geférraden, f. zeféra 
Frere 56.1 + réden condition: see -RED. As in other 
similar compounds of sbs. ending in -7, the suffix 
-ved was in 13th c. replaced by -Aede (see -HEAD).] 

Companionship, society, fellowship ; a company. 

a. c1z00 7rin, Coll. Homt.23 Ich ileue pat halgan. .habben 
ferrede on alle holinesse. ¢ 1205 Lay. 6020 Heo gunnen sen- 
den of Romanisce ende feower ferradene. @ 1225 Lag. Kath, 

03 ‘Tu schalt .. beon penne underfon i be feire ferreden & i 
fe murie of meidnes. ¢ 1314 Guy Warw.(A.) 1354 Leuer ous 
were heron be ded, Than thou wer ded in our ferred. c 1325 
Coer de L. 2278 Him followed ful great ferrede. ¢1330 
Arth. & Merl. (Kélb.) 3528 With gret ferrade [rise-wd. 
made]. ¢1380 Sir Ferumb, 2060 Pou art now. .among bes 
fair ferede. Jen 

B. 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 2917 He wende in pis verhede 
[v.7. ferhede] Toward bataile. c1300 K. Ais. 3060 The 
riche king of Mede, Hadde never suche ferhede. ¢1325 
Coer de L. 1920 Him followed ful great ferhede. 

Ferrekyn, obs. Sc. form of Firxr. 

Ferrel(1, obs. form of FERRULE v. 

Ferrell. da/. See quot. , 

1861 Frunl. R. Agric. Soc. XXII. un. 248 There occur in 
spots blocks of concrete, cemented gravel, clay, and iron, 
Hamptonice, ‘verrells’ or ‘ferrells’. 1883 //ampsh. Gloss. 
104 /errol, an indurated lump of gravel, sand, and iron. 
These ferrols frequently occur in the heath-lands of North 
Hampshire. ‘ \ 

+ Ferren, adv.and a, Obs. Forms: 1 feorran, 
feorran(n)e, feorrene, 2-4 ferren(e, (3 feren, 
verren, 4 ferynne, furrene), 3 feorre(n, 3-5 
ferne, 6 farren. Also (after preps. of, om) fer- 
rom(e, ferrum; see Arerrum. [OE. /eorran, 
Seorrane, feorrene, corresp. to OS. ferrana, ferran, 
OHG. ferrana, -no, f. OTeut. *ferr- Fan adv. The 


[f. L. ferr-aem iron + 


FERREOUS. 


adj. appears first in 12th c.; its development from 
the adv. is paralleled in the mod.G. ferz.] A. adv. 

1. From far, from a distance, 

Beowulf 839 (Gr.) Feorran and nean. axz000 Czdmon's 
Gen. 1836 (Gr.) Uncer tweza feorren cumenra. axzo00 lene 
993 (Gr.) Feorran zeferede. a1225 Ancr. R. 70 3if eni god 
mon is feorrene ikumen, a x250 Ow/ § Night. 1320 Hwat 
canstu..of storre, Bute that thu bi-haitest hi feorre ? 

2. Afar, far away, at or to a distance. 

¢888 K, AEtrrep Boeth, xxxix. § 5 Da onzon he sprecan 
swide feorran ymbuton. cx1o0o Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 58 
Petrus hym fylide feorrane. c1205 Lay. 25733 Pa ise3en heo 
nawiht feorren a muchel fur smokien. a1z225 ¥udiana 71 
Pa..belial pat ha hefde ibeaten feorren to bihinden. _c 1250 
Gen. & Ex.2601 Maria dowter ful feren stod, ¢1315 SHORE- 
HAM 137 The sonne and monne and many sterren By easte 
arysethe swythe ferren. 

3. Preceded by prep.3 of, on (0), from ferren 
(Jerrom) : from or at a distance ; see AFERROM. 

a1240 Sawles Warde in Cott. Hom. 249 A sonde .. of 
feorren icumen. @1300 Cursor MM. 11744 (Gott.) ai lokid 
paim on ferrom fra. did. 27372 (Cott.) O ferrum for to spi. 
¢1300 Havelok 1864 Gleyues schoten him fro ferne. 1352 
Minor Poevrs vii. 89 He saw be toun o-ferrum bren. ¢ 1400 
Maunpev. (Roxb.) xvi. 72 Pe whilk men may see on ferrum, 
a 1400-50 Alexander 5520 In hokis of iren Flesch on ferrom 
paim fra. c1470 Harvinc Chron. vi. iii. 5 Shyppes came.. 
Fro ferrome sene. 

B. aaj. Distant, far, remote. 

cx1160 Hatton Gosp. Luke xix. 12 Sum zthelboren man 
ferde on ferren [c 1000 Corpus fyrlen] land. c¢ 1205 Lay. 3331 
3ef ferrene kinges hiherde patidinde. c12g0 O. Kent Seri. 
in O. E. Misc. (1871) 27 Po brie kinges of hebenesse pet 
comen fram verrene londes ure louerd to seche. ¢1305 S. 

vather. 20 in E, E. P. (1862) 90 So moche folc of furrene 
lond. ¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, 1. vii. 60 Al pou3 [pat] renoune 
y-spradde passynge to ferne poeples gop by dyuerse tonges. 
¢ 1386 — Pro. 14 Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages 
--To ferne halwes. c142z0 Chron. Vilod. 745 Pere come 
foure clerkes to Wyltone from ferne lond. 1548 Gest Pr. 
Masse 126 In farren contreis. 

Ferreous (fe'r/jos), a. [f. L. ferve-us (f. ferrum 
iron) +-ous.] 

1. Of or pertaining to iron; consisting of or 
containing iron, 

1646 Six T. Browne Pseud. Ep. u. iii. 67 Veyned .. with a 
few magneticall and ferreous lines. 7d. (ed. 1) 69 It carried 
away all ferreous and earthy parts. 1842-3 Grove Corr. 
Phys. Forces (1874) 129 A magnet being itself moved will 
move other ferreous bodies. 

2. Hard as iron; iron-like. rave. 

1822 Blackw. Mag, XII. 280 Nothing too tough and 
ferreous for their digestion. 

3. Lntom. ‘Of a metallic-grey hue, like that of 
polished iron’ (Cert. Dict.). 

Ferrer (fear). Obs. exc. dial. [ad. OF. 
Jerriere; see BARREL-FERRER.] a. = BARREL- 
FERRER. b. (see quot. 1877.) 

«a 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 75 Ther sergeaunt [of 
the cellar] hathe in keepinge .. ferrers and portatives. 1877 
N. W. Linc. Gloss., Ferrer, a cask having iron hoops. 

+ Ferrer, fe‘rrour. Ols. Forms: 4-8 ferrer, 
4-5 ferour, 5—6 ferror,-our(e, 6 farrour, (5 ferere, 
-owre, ferrur, 6 farrer, ferrar). [a. OF. ferreor, 
Jerour (Fr. ferreur) =Sp. herrador, \t. ferratore:— 
med.L. ferrator-em,agent-n. f. ferrareto shoehorses, 
f. fevrum iron, in med.L, horseshoe : see FARRIER. ] 

1, A worker in iron; a smith. 

¢1380 Wycuir Seri. Sel. Wks. I. 407 God is a ferour and 
he is Goddis instrument. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 1593 Fferrers, 
flechours, fele men of crafte. 14., Mominale in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 686 Hic farrator, a ferrur. c1440 Promp. Parv. 
157/2 Ferrowre, smythe, ferravius. 1583 GoLDING Calvin on 

eut. cxxxvil. 845 ‘The Farrour or locksmith hath an anuel. 
1609 HoLtLtanp Amin. Alarcell. xiy. xi. 28 Andriscus.. she 
taught the Ferrars craft for to get his living. 

2. =F ARRIER I. 

1426 Z. E. Wills (1882) 76, 1 make myn executours..Iohn 
Carpinter, comoun clerk, & Iohn Spore, ferroure. ¢1515 
Cocke Lorell’s B, (Percy Soc.) 9 Brydel bytters, blacke 
smythes, and ferrars, 1552 Hutoet, Ferroure, horseleche, 
or smythe whyche cureth horses, zeterinarius medicus. 
1601 Hottanp Pliny II. 480 Poppza.. was knowne to 
cause her Ferrers ordinarily to shooe her coach-horses .. 
with cleane gold. 1798 Sporting Mag. X11. 21 Encouraged 
by the nobility .. as riding-masters or ferrers. 

3. With sb. prefixed as sergeant-, valet-, yeoman- 
Jerrer; An official who had care of the horses in 
a large household. 

1455 Househ. Ord. 23 In th’ office of the Stable—1 Sergeant 
Ferrour—1 Yoman Ferrour, @1512 Fasyan Chron. vit. 686 
A tall yoman, somtyme sergeaunt ferrour to the kyng. 1541 
Act 33 Hen, VILI, c. 12 § 16 The serieant or chief ferrour.. 
shall .. bringe with him the serynge yrons. x60r F. ‘Tare 
Househ. Ord. Edw. IT, § 56 (1876) 44 He shal haue a vallet 
ferrour under him to shue the horses. 

Ferret (fe'rét), sd.1 Forms: 4 fyrette, 5 for-, 
feret(te, 5-7 firret(te, 7 ferrit, 6— ferret. [a. 
OF. (?*firet), fuiret, furet (mod.F. furet)=It. 
JSuretto, dim. of the Com, Rom. word which ap- 
pears in OF. as firon, fucron (:—L. type */virion-en), 
Suron=Pr. furon, Cat. furd, Sp. huron (earlier 
Suron), Pg. furio:—late L. firon-em, recorded in 
7th c. by Isidore Ztym. xu. ii. § 39; usually 
identified with late L. fiivan-em robber (f. L. fir 
thief ; common in the Langobardic laws), whence 
It. furone robber. 

The F. dim. was adopted as MDu. foret, furet, fret, mod. 
Du. fret, mod.G. /rett, /retichen; the OF, furon appears 
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in early mod.Du, vexre, Westphal, v#rn, denoting the same 
or a similar animal.] 

1, A half-tamed variety of the common polecat 
(Putorius faetidus), kept for the purpose of driving 
rabbits from their burrows, destroying rats, etc. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P, R. xvii. \xxv.(1495) 829 A fyrette 
hyghte Migale arid is a lytyll beest as it were a wesel. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 1731/2 Forette, or ferette, lytyll beste. 
?2a1500 Chester Pd. (Shaks. Soc.) I. 51 Heare are beares.. 
squirelles, and firrette. 158x LamBarpE Z7ren. 1V. iv. (1588) 
444 If any.. Labourer have used firrets .. to take or destroy 
Deere. 1616 Surri. & Marxnu. Country Farme 647 Good 
hunters will neuer put their ferret into any earth, whose 
mouth they see stopt. 1647 H. More Soxg of Sod 1. 1. 
Ixxxv, Strait Graculo with eyes as fierce as Ferrit Reply’d. 
1766 Pennant Zool. (1768) I. 78 Warreners assert that the 
Polecat will mix with the ferret. 1844 Penny Cycl. X XVII. 
167/r Ferrets should not be fed before they are taken to the 
warren. 1879 Lxcycl. Brit. (ed. 9) 1X. 109/1 The ferret is 
peculiarly intolerant of cold. 


b. transf. and fig. 

1626 L. OWEN Sfec. Fesuit. (1629) 66 These Ferrets (or if 
you will Iesuites). 1641 Mitton Reform. 1. (1851) 31 Many 
of those that pretend to be great Rabbies in these studies. . 
have bin but the Ferrets and Moushunts of an Index. 1856 
Boxer Poewrs (1857) II, 25 A cunning ferret after doubtful 
phrases. 1891 Daily News 19 June 7/3 He engaged him as 
a kind of ferret or detective. 

2. slang. a. A dunning tradesman (see quot. 
1700). ? Obs. b. (See quot. 1889.) +e. A pawn- 
broker (Bailey 1736). Ods. 

axzjoo B, EK, Dict, Cant. Crew, Ferret, a Tradesman that 
sells Goods to young Unthrifts, upon Trust at excessive 
Rates, and then continually duns them for the debt. 1725 
in New Cant. Dict. 1889 BARRERE & LELanp Slang Dict, 
Ferret, a young thief who gets into a coal barge and throws 
coal over the side to his confederates. 

3. attrib. and Comb.: simple attrib., as ferre¢- 
eye; parasynthetic and similative, as ferret-cyei, 
faced, -like adjs. Also * ferret-claw y., jig. to 
scratch, claw like a ferret; to strip bare; ferret-eye, 
‘the spur-winged goose, so called from the red 
circle around the eyes’ (Webster 1890). 

1591 GREENE D7sc. Coosnage, So *ferret-claw him at cards 
that they leave him as bare of money, as an ape of a taile. 
¢1620 FLetcHer Wom, Pleased 1. iv, H’as light legs else 
I had so ferret-claw’'d him. @1586 Sipney (J.), Having 
threatning .. in her *ferret eyes, 160r SuHaxs. Fd. C. 1, it. 
186 Cicero Lookes with.. Ferret..eyes. 1781 BenTHamM 
Wks. (1838-43) X. 104 A hook nose and ferret eyes. 1837 
Marryat Szarleyyow (ed. 2) III. iii. 36 Vanslyperken, 
whose .. small ferret-eyes, and downcast look, were certainly 
not in his favour. a@1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, *Lerret- 
eyed: or Eyes as redasa Ferret. 1850 Es. Evtiotr Alove 
Verse & Prose 1, 18 Cried To prayerless Want, his plunderer 
ferret-eyed. 1870 L’EstrranceE J/iss Mitford I. v. 156 They 
are really ferret-eyed this morning. 1840 Baruam Zzgol. 
Leg., Spectre of Lapp., A little *ferret-faced woman. 1843 
James Forest Days ii, A shrewd merry, *ferret-like face. 

Ferret (fe'rét), 53.2. Forms: 6 foret, 7 ferrit, 
7- ferret. See also Fiornt., [Usually believed 
to be ad. It. frore¢ti floss-silk (rendered ‘ferret silk’ 
by Florio : see quot. 1598), pl. of froretto, dim. of 

Jiore flower; the corresponding F. fewret has senses 
answering to both those explained below.] 


+1. attrib. Fervret-stlk = floss silk. Obs. 

1576 Gascoicne Steele Gl. (Arb.) 80 When perchmentiers 
[z. e. makers of trimmings, F. Aassementiers] put in no ferret 
Silke. 1598 Frorio, /vorettz .. a kind of course silke called 
foret or ferret silke. 1612 Sc. Bh. Customs in Halyburton’s 
Ledger (1867) 326 Filosell or ferrett silk the pound viii li. 

2, A stout tape most commonly made of cotton, 
but also of silk; then known as Italian ferret. 
Green-Serret, fig. of officialism (cf. ved-tage). Also 
altrib., as ferret-ribbon, -ribboring. 

1649 Gild Law in Mackenzie Newcastle 11. 666 note, They 
shall wear no show strings better than ferret..ribbin. 1 
Drypen Lvening’s Love ww. iii, There’s your ferret-ribboning 
for garters. 1697 Lond. Gaz. No. 3331/4 Leather Breeches, 
tied at the Knees with green Ferrit. 1715 id. No. 5327/2 
The working of Galloons, Ribbons, Ferret, &c. by Mills. 
1783 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag, V1. 268 The inhabitants [of 
Amiens] carry on a manufacture of ferrets, 1812 H. & J. 
Smitu 2e7. Addr. (1839) 54 Red wax and green ferret Are 
fixed at the foot of the deeds. 1826 Miss Mitrorp Village 
Ser. 11. (1863) 426 The bobbin, the ferret, shirt-buttons, shoe- 
strings? 1836 in Mrs. Papendiek Crt. Q. Charlotte (1887) 
II. 257 The venetian blinds I had new strung at home with 
silk ferret. 1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. x, Mr. Snagsby has 
dealt in .. red tape and green ferret. 

+ Ferret, 50.3 vare—'. Glass-making. [a. Fr. 
Serret, féret, dim. of fer iron.] See quot. 

1662 Merrett tr. Meri’s Art of Glass 364 Ferrets are the 
Irons wherewith they try whether the Metall be fit to work, 
as also those Irons which make the Ring at the mouth of 
Glass Bottles. 1753 in Cuampers S72, Hence in mod. 
Dicts. 1874 in Knicut. 

Ferret (ferét), v. [f. Ferrer sd.1 5 cf. F. fureter 
(16th c, in Littré), which may be the source. ] 

1. intr. To hunt with ferrets. 

©1450 Lype. in Pol, Rel. § L. Poems (1866) 26 With hem 
that fyrretyth robbe conyngherthys. 1576, 1673, 1879 [see 
FEerrETING v6, sb]. 

b. trans. To hunt over (ground) with a ferret ; 
to clear out by means of a ferret. 

«1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. 66 Yo geve any 
servaunts occasion to furett..any mannys warreynes. 1879 
Jerrertes Wild Life in S.C. 214 Even if the burrows be 
ferreted, in a few weeks this great hole shows signs of fresh 
inhabitants. did. 248 In ferreting this place, 





FERRETTO. 


2. tvans. To take (rabbits, etc.) with ferrets, 
Also, to drive forth by means of a ferret. 

1577-87 HotinsHeb Chron. III. 893/2 Some fell to drinking, 
some to feretting of other mens conies. 1579 Gosson Sch. 
Abuse (Arb.) 35 These prettie Rabbets very cunningly 
ferretted from their borrowes. a@1700 b. E, Dict. Cant. 
Crew, Ferreted, hunted as Conies. 1724 Swirr Wood's 
Execution Wks. 1738 1V. 234 Rabbet-catcher, I'l ferret him. 
1884 Vork Herald 26 Aug. 6/2 The tenants .. have permis- 
sion to ferret and dig rabbits, 

3. Of actions resembling a ferret’s. 

a. To hunt after; to worry. Also with adoud. 

1599 Suaxs. Hex. V, tv. iv. 30 Ile fer him, and firke him, 
and ferret him. 1605 O/d King Leir in Nichols Sia Old 
Plays (1779) 461 I'll ferret you ere night for that word. 
1663 Butter 7d. 1. iii. 236 And ..vow'd He'd ferret him, 
lurk where he wou’d. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 132 P 4 
She does so ferrit them about .. that they .. give her im- 
mediate warning. 1810 Lamp Let. to Manning (1888) I. 115 
He ferrets me day and night to do something. 

b. To drive from, off, owt of (a place). Also, 
to ferret about, away, forth, out. 

1601 Deacon & Wacker Spirits §& Divels 287 You are 
almost quite ferreted foorth from all your starting holes, 
1607 TorseLt Four-f. Beasts (1658) 177 With Terriar Dogs 
they ferret him out of his den again. 1655 GurRNALL Chr. 
in Aru. iv. (1669) 193/2 Speak .. did the Lord ever ferret 
thee out of this burrow? @1679 Eart Orrery Guzman 111 
Vil ferret him away. 1683 WycuerLey Country Wife w. iii, 
I'll ferret her out to you presently. 1691 Woop A¢h. O-ron. 
II. 124 Dr. Laud ,. sifted and ferreted him about from one 
hole to another. 1727 A. Hamitron New Acc. £. Ind. I. viii. 
86 They. . took Counsel to ferret them off their Island. 1824 
W. Irvine 7. Trav. Il. 241 Measures were accordingly 
taken .. to ferret this vermin brood out of the colonies. 

c. intr. To rummage, search about; tto be 
restless, worry ; also, ¢o ferret up and down. 

1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 963 Souldiers, who went 
ferriting up and down in his House. 1624 Gre Foot out of 
Snare 52 Making him [a diuell] ferret vp and downe, from 
tongue to toe. 1693 SoUTHERNE Maid’s last Prayer il. ii, 
You must be .. ferreting in my Borough. nial A. YounG 
Trav, France 20x Ferret among the booksellers and find 
more tracts .. upon agriculture than I expected. 1806-7 J. 
BeresForp Adiseries Hum. Life xx. (1826) 276 How would 
these conjurors ferret and sweat, To see us pair off. 1891 
FE. Gosse Gossip in Library xii. 150 He has to ferret among 
the pawnbrokers for scraps of finery. ; 

d. trans. To search (a place); also, to question 
(a person) searchingly. rave. 

1883 STANvHURST 4? ne7s 1, (Arb.) 27 AEneas .. vpgot, too 
ferret al vncooth Nouks of strang country. 1607 SYLVESTER 
Du Bartas 1. iv. Magnificence 198 Ferret all Corners of 
this neather Ball. 1647 Wuarton IVs. (1683) 277, I have 
proposed .. to ferret the poor Quack in point of Art. 

e. To burrow (a passage). rare. 

1583 StAnyuursT “£xe7zs 111. (Arb.) 93 Alpheus..this pas- 
sadge ferreted. 

4. To ferret out, up: To search out, discover, 
bring to light. 

1577-87 HotinsuEp Chyon. II. 36/2 That he were able to 
ferret out such... brats. 1581 J. Bett /addon’s Answ. Osor. 
122 b, Let us now fyrritte out the other, and see what vermine 
itis. @1643 W. Cartwricut Ordinary v. iv, Let’s in, and 
ferret out these cheating rake-hells. 1775 Werstey Wks. 
(1872) XII. 324 Rather ferret them out, and drag them into 
openday. 1847 As. Smiru Chm. Tadpole xxxix. (2879) 330 
She had been out in the village, and ferretted up all the 
guides, 1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. ix, I have ferreted out 
evidence, got up cases. 

5. slang. To cheat. 

azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Ferreted, cheated. 

Ferreter (ferétar). [f. prec. +-Er1.] a. One 
who searches for rabbits, etc. with a ferret. b. One 
who searches minutely; arummager. Also with out. 

a. 601 F. Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. IT, § 58 (1876) 45 
A ferretter, who shal have ij ferretes and a boy to help 
him. a@a1652 Brome Gity Wit 1. Wks. 1873 I. 288, I have 
heard my Mother say his Father was a Ferretter. 1878 
Jerreries Gamekeefer at H, 33 Assistants, who act as 
beaters, ferreters, etc. 1887 W. Rye Norfolk Broads 13 
The Poet found it [rabbit] in the ferreter’s bag. 

b. 3611 Cotcr., /ureteuy, a ferreter, searcher. 1857 
Priancuk Fairy Vales 261 Monkeys are always great ferreters 
by profession. 1863 Scofswzan 7 May, Croker .. that inde- 
fatigable ferreter out of mistakes. 

Ferreting (ferétin), vi/. 5d. [f. as prec. + 
-InG1.] The action of the verb in various senses. 
a. The action of taking rabbits, etc. with a ferret. 
b. The action or process of searching minutely. 

1576 ‘Turserv, Venerie 180, I accoumpte ferrettyng one of 
the coldest..chases that can be followed. 1673 News frou 
Channel in Ansted Channel Js/. 1. iv. (1862) 89 Whither we 
commonly go a ferreting. 1859 HELrs yvends in C. Ser. 
u. I, v. 20r Notwithstanding all the ferreting that has gone 
on, we know .. little of Shakespeare’s life. 1879 JEFFERIES 
Wild Life in S. Co. 136 The guns are laid aside, though 
some ferreting is still going on. 

Ferreting (fe-rétin), sd. 
-ING!.] =FERRET 50.2 

1670 Overseers Acc. Holy Cross, Canterb., Tape and 
Fereting for Bullocks girle, a@1754 S. Gate in Bidl. Topog. 
Brit. WI. 21 Waistcoats .. edged and trimmed with black 
ribbands or ferreting. 1845 Mrs. S. C. Hart Whiteboy iv. 
27 A..straw hat, with a piece of black coarse ferretting 
dangling from it. 

Ferretto (fere'to). Also feretto. [a. It. fer 
retto (di Spagna), dim. of ferro iron :—L. ferrum.] 
Copper calcined with brimstone or white vitriol, 
used to colour glass. 

1662 Merrett tr. Veri’s Art of Glass 29 To make Ferretto 
is nothing but a simple Calcination of Copper. 1753 CHam- 
BERS Cycl. Supp., Feretto, a substance which serves to 


[f Ferrer 50.2 + 


FERRETY. 


colour glass. 1799 G. Smitu Laboratory I, 123 Feretto of 
Spain, is thus prepared. 

Ferrety (feréti), a. [f. Ferrer sd.1 + -y1.] 
Resembling a ferret or a ferret’s. 

180r Med, Frul. V.15 Indicated by a flushed countenance, 
ferrety eye. 1876 J. Weiss W7t, Hum. & Shaks. ii.54 There 
is nothing more feretty than your cynic. 1877 Brack Greex 
Past. xi, The man .. looked at Balfour with a pair of keen 
and ferrety eyes. 1883 G. H. Boucuron in Harfer's Mag. 
Mar. 528/1 Jacob translated for the ferrety old dame. 

Ferri- (fe'ri), formerly ferrid-, used in Organic 
Chemistry in the names of certain compounds to 
indicate the presence of iron in the ‘ferric’ state 
(cf. FERRo-, the corresponding prefix used when 
the iron is in the ‘ferrous’ state). Ferricyan- 
hydric or Ferricya‘nic acid, an acid, H, FeCy,, 
procured from various ferricyanides, and crystal- 
lizing in lustrous brownish-green needles. Ferri- 
ey‘anide, a salt of ferricyanhydric acid, e.g. potas- 
sium ferricyanide, red prussiate of potash ; ferrozs 
Jerricyanide, Turnbull’s blue. Ferricya‘nogen, 
the hypothetical radical FeCy, supposed to. exist 
in ferricyanhydric acid. 

1845 G. E. Day tr. Sivazon's Anim. Chem. 1, 16 Ferro- 
cyanide and ferridcyanide of potassium. 1848 Craic, Verrid- 
cyanogen, 1854 J. ScOFFERN in O7?’s Circ. Sc. Chem. 443 
A..hydracid, ferrosesguicyanic acid, or ferridcyanic acid. 
1869 Roscor Llenz. Chem. 377 Ferricyanic Acid, 1878 Kinc- 
zEtr Anim. Chem. 379 Potassic ferro- and ferri-cyanide. 

Ferriage (fe'rijédz). Also 5 fery-, feriage, 6 
ferrage, 9 ferryage. [f. Ferry sd. and v. +-AcE.] 

1. The action or business of ferrying a person or 
thing over a stream or other water; conveyance 
over a ferry. 

c1450 AZerlin 606 We requere feriage for oure horse at 
this forde. 1464 Mann. & Househ. Exp. 241 To pay ffor 
my ladyis fferyage att the ffery. 1678-96 in PHILLirs. 1691 
T. H[ate] Acc. New Invent. p.xcv, The right of the Ferriage 
ever all Rivers between the first Bridges and the Sea is a 
Perquisite of Admiralty. 1835 W. Irvine Tour Prairies 
xii, This Indian mode of ferriage. 1880 Miss Birp Fapan 
II. 268 We were detained .. waiting ferriage. 

2. The fare or price paid for the use of a ferry. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 156/2 Feryage, feriagivm. 1573 ABP. 
Parker Le#, in Corr. (1858) 455 Journeying, ferriage, carriage 
..&c. 1899 Minsueu SA. Dict., Hletaddr, one that payeth 
ferriage, or passage money. 1735 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. 1V. 
22 An Act for ascertaining the Rates of Ferriages to be 
taken at divers Ferries. 1761 FRANKLIN Let, Wks. 1887 
III. 145 They were by law to receive no ferriage of him. 
1807 W. Irvine Salmag. (1824) 58 Ferryage nine-pence. 
1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Frul. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
194 Settling ferriage with the .. Lord of the Ferry. 

Ferriar, -er, obs. forms of FARRIER. 

Ferric (ferik), a [f. L. ferr-wm iron + -1c. 
Cf. F. ferrique.| 

1. Of, pertaining to, or extracted from iron. 

1799 Sir H. Davy in Beddoes Contrit. to Phys. §& Med. 
Knowl. (1799) 184 The argentic and ferric phosoxyds. 
1852 JouserT in F772. Soc. Arts 26 Nov., A ferric solution 
should be employed. 1885 S. TRomuHoLtT Aurora Borealis 
I. 285 The Aurora Borealis should be produced by the 
earth’s entering into clouds of ferric dust. 

2. Chem. applied to compounds in which iron 
exists in its higher degree of valency, as ferrzc acid, 
a hypothetical acid H, FeO, assumed to exist in 
the salts called ferrates; ferric bromzde Fe Bry; 
ferric chloride Fe Cl,; ferric fluoride Ve ¥,; ferric 
oxide Fe, O3; ferric sulphide ¥Ye,S,. Also ferric 
state: see quot. 1881. 

1853 W. Grecory /xo7-¢. Chen. (ed. 3) 214 Ferric Acid .. 
corresponding to manganic acid, is also unknown in the 
separate state. 188x 77Z7es Jan. 3/6 The metal [iron] itself 
when in the ferric state, or state of highest combining power. 
1882 Grixte Text-bk. Geol. u. 1. § 6. 174 Precipitates, con- 
sisting. .partly of the hydrated ferric oxide. 

+Ferrical, 2. Ots. [f. as FerRic+-au.] Of 
or pertaining to iron. 

1612 Sturtevant Metallica x. 72 The permanent. .instru- 
ments, and meanes which make up the Ferricall Furnace. 
Ibid. xi. 78 Iron furnaces .. may be much reformed .. with 
small charges, hauing our Ferricall inuention suited to them, 

+ Ferrica‘leite. M1. Ols. [f. L. ferri-, 
comb. form of ferrum iron +calc- CALX + -ITE.] 
An older name for CrERITE, formerly supposed 
erroneously to be a ‘calx’ or oxide of iron. 

1794 Kirwan Min, I. 110 Species mixed with a notable 
proportion of iron, ferricalcztes. 

Ferrie, obs. Sc. form of Farrow v. 

Ferrier (ferijo1). Also 5-7 Sc. feryare, fer- 
rear, -iour, 8, 9 ferryer. [f. FERRY v. + -ER1.] 

1, =Ferrymay. 

cx440 Promp. Parv. 156/2 Feryare, pormeus. 1513 
Doucias ne7s vi. vy. 8 Thir riueris .. kepit war By ane 
Charon, a grislie ferriar. _ 1605 Stow Ann. 250 The 
ferrier and his wife deceesing, left the same ferrie to 
their daughter. 1752 J. B. Maccott in Scots Mag. 
Aug. (1753) 400/t He met Archibald Macinish ferrier. 1860 

Ul Year Round No. 55. 119 The ghosts..have..become.. 
ferriers. 1871 Browninc Ba/aust, (1881) 45 The ferryer of 
the dead, Charon .. Calls me, 

2. dial. (See quot.) 

1886 Chesh. Gloss., Ferrier, salt-mining term; one who 
ferries or conveys the rock salt from the workings to the shaft. 

Ferriferous (feri‘féras), a. [f. L. ferr-um + 
-(1)FEROUS.] Producing or yielding iron ; ferrzfer- 
ous rock, a rock containing iron ore. 
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181x Pinkerton Petvai. I. 486 This excellent mineralogist 
suspects [it] to be ferriferous carbonate of lime. 1871 Proc. 
Amer. Phil. Soc. X11, 137 The fireclay under the ferriferous 
coal, 1883 Anthropological Frui. 322 Black heaps are more 
or less common in connection with certain ferriferous rocks, 


+ Ferri‘fic, a. Ods. [f. L. ferr-um iron + -fic-us 
making : see -F1¢.] Iron-making ; iron-producing. 

1671 Phil. Trans. VI. 2235 The Ferrifick (if we may be 
allow'd to frame such a word) or the Iron-making Principle. 
Hence 1753 in Cuambers Cyc?. Supp. 

+Ferrilite. J. Ods. [f. L. ferr-um + 
-(1)LITE.] =Rowney Rac. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 200 Again 50 Silex 30 Argil 15 
Calx 5 Iron should I imagine give wacken..and if the calx 
be eliminated, and in its place, iron substituted, ferrilite will 
result. 1804 Watt in Phil, Trans. XCIV. 281 xote, Mr. 
Kirwan states the specific gravity of rowley rag, which he 
calls ferrilite, at 2.748. 

Ferrite (feroit). [f. L. ferr-am iron + -1TE.] 

1. Afin. a, ‘A name proposed by Vogelsang for 
the amorphous hydroxide of iron, which in red or 
yellow particles plays an important part in many 
rocks, and whose composition is as yet undeter- 
mined’ (Dana J7z. 1875 App. 11.). 

1879 RutLey Stvd. Rocks x. 167 Ferrite is amorphous 
red, brown, or yellow earthy matter. 

b. ‘An alteration product of chrysolite in the 
doleryte between Gleniffar and Boyleston near 
Glasgow, Scotland’ (Dana Jim. (1892) 455). 

2. Chem. A combination of ferric oxide with a 
metallic oxide more basic than itself, as darzume 
ferrite, BaFe,O,; calcium ferrite, Ca Fe, O,; 
copper ferrite, CuFe,O, etc. (Muir in Watts’ 
Dict. Chem. 1889 Il. 547). 


Ferrivorous (féri-voras), a. nonce-wd. [f. L. 
Jerr-um iron + -(2)vor-us + -0US.] Feeding on iron. 

1834 SouTHEY Doctor cxxviii, This poor creature was really 
ferrivorous, 

Ferro- (fero). 

1. Used as combining form of L. ferrum iron, 
chiefly JZ@z. in the names of species containing 
iron, as ferro-calcite, a variety of calcite which 
contains carbonate of iron and turns brown on 
exposure (Dana 1868); ferro-cobaltine, ferro- 
cobaltite, compounds of iron and cobalt ; + ferro- 
columbite, a synonym of tantalite, columbic and 
tantalic acid being mistaken for each other (Shepard 
1844); ferromagne'tic @., ferromagnetism, 
ferromanganese, see quots.; ferrotellurite, a 
tellurite of iron formed as microscopic yellow 
crystals on quartz; ferro-tungsten, iron contain- 
ing a certain percentage of tungsten. 

1868 Dana Min. 678 Ferrocalcite. [bid. 72 Ferrocobaltite. 
1844 SHEPARD A777. 154 Ferrocolumbite. 1872-5 CLIFFORD 
Lect. (1879) I. 241 Faraday gives reasons for believing that 
all bodies are either ferromagnetic or diamagnetic. 1881 
Maxwett “lectr. §& Magn. 11. 46 When the magnetiza- 
tion is in the same direction as the magnetic force.. 
the substance is called Paramagnetic, Ferromagnetic, or 
more simply Magnetic. 1850 W. Grecory Lett. Anim. 
Magnet. Pref. 15 Heat, light, electricity, and ferro-mag- 
netism. Jdzd. Pref. 16, I understand by Ferro-magnetism 
almost the same as Dr. Faraday does by Para-magnetism ; 
and I use the term in contradistinction to Vital or Animal 
Magnetism. 1881 Excycl. Brit. XIII. 352/1 The richer 
manganeisens (containing 15 per cent. and upward of man- 
ganese)..the term ‘ferro-manganese’ being applied to these 
products. 1877 Amer. Frul. Sc. Ser. ut. XLV. 424 Ferro- 
tellurite, a crystalline coating on quartz, 1881 Zvcycé. 
Brit. X11. 352/1 Biermann of Hanover has prepared ferro- 
tungsten containing from 20 to 50 per cent, of tungsten and 
a few parts per cent. of manganese. 

2. Chem. Originally used with the general sense 
‘containing iron’; but now applied to designate 
‘ferrous’ as opposed to ‘ferric’ compounds of iron: 
cf. Fprri-. + Ferrocy‘anate = Ferrocyanide (the 
distinction in quot. 1810-26 belongs to an obsolete 
theory of the structure of acids and salts). Ferro- 
cyanhy'dric or ferrocya‘nic acid, a tetrabasic 
acid, H, Fe Cy,, forming a white crystalline powder. 
Ferrocy'anide, a salt of ferrocyanhydric acid, as 
potassium ferrocyanide, popularly yellow prussiate 
of potash. Ferrocya‘nogen, the hypothetical 
radical Fe Cy, supposed to exist in ferrocyanides. 
+ Ferropru'ssiate = Ferrocyanide. ‘| Ferro- 
pru'ssic acid = Ferrocyanhydric acid. 

1810-26 Henry Elem. Chenz. (1826) 1. 461 The salt called 
triple prussiate (ferro-cyanate) of baryta, 1819 CHILDREN 
Chem. Anal. 327 Ferrocyanic Acid: we are indebted to 
Mr. Porrett for the first correct ideas of this acid. 1810-26 
Henry Elen. Chem. (1826) 1. 463 The compound obtained 
is, therefore, no longer a prussiate or ferro-cyanate, but a 
JSerro-cyanide, 1842 Grove Corr. Phys. Forces 51 ‘This is 
washed with an acid, which then gives with ferro-cyanide 
of potassium, the prussian blue precipitate. 1869 Roscor 
Elem. Chem. 377 By acting with potassium amalgam on an 
aqueous solution the ferricyanide is converted into ferro- 
cyanide. 1850 Dauseny Atom. Th. vii. (ed. 2) 215 Cy 1+ 
iron 1 forms ferrocyanogen. 1876 MeLpota in Lucycl. Brit. 
V. 555/r The group FeCy, is regarded as an acid radicle 
(ferrocyanogen), and a large number of its salts (ferro- 
cyanides) are known. 

Ferroso- (ferdu'so), Chem., combining form of 
mod.L. ferrosus Furrous. Only in ferroso-ferric 
oxide (see quots.). 
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1853 R. Hunt Man. Photography 55 That peculiar inter- 
mediate oxide to which the name of Herroso-ferric has been 
given by Berzelius. 1870 J. T. Spracue in Eng. Mech. 
ir Mar. 621/3 A natural substance, Ferrosoferric Oxide 
FegO1.. known as the loadstone. 

Ferrotype (fertaip). [f. Frrro- + Typz.] 

1. “A term applied by Mr. Robert Hunt, the 
discoverer, to some photographic processes in which 
the salts of iron are the principal agents’ (Ogilv.). 

1844 R. Hunt in 14th Rep. Brit. Assoc. (1845) u. 36 On 
the Ferrotype, and the Property of Sulphate of Iron in 
developing Photographic Images. 1845 4 thenxum 22 Feb, 
203 The Energiatype, or, as the discoverer now names the 
process, the Ferrotype. 

2. A process by which positive photographs are 
taken on thin iron plates ; a photograph so taken. 
Also attrib., as ferrotype plate, process. 

1879 G. Prescorr Sf. 7elephone 89 The ferrotype plate 
used by photographers. 1880 77ies 5 Oct. 6/6 Ferrotypes 
-. so called from being done on thin iron instead of glass. 

b. =ferrotype plate. 

1879 G. Prescott Sf. Telephone 274 Two small blocks of 
wood..one perforated for the mouth-piece and holding a 
ferrotype. 

Hence Fe‘rrotyper, one who takes photographs 
by the ferrotype process, 

Ferrour : see FERRER. 

Ferrous (fe'ros), a. Chem. [f. L. ferr-um iron 
+-ous.] A term applied to compounds in which 
iron combines as a divalent, e.g. ferrous oxide, 
FeO, also called zron protoxide. 

¢ 1865 G. Gore in Circ. Sc. 1. 199/2 Ferrous sulphate 
(protosulphate of iron), 1873 J. P. Cooxe New Chen. 173 
Ferrous and ferric sulphates .. correspond to ferrous and 
ferric oxides. 1876 Hartey Jat. Med. 204 Iron forms with 
chlorine. . Ferrous chloride. 

Ferruginate (fér7dzineit), v. [f. L. ferrigin-, 
Jerriigd + -ATE 3.) To give to (anything) the colour 
or properties of the rust of iron. Hence Ferru:- 
ginated ///. a., in mod. Dicts. 

Ferrugineous (ferzdzintos), a. [f. L. fer- 
rigine-us (f. ferrigin-em iron rust) +-0US.] = 
FERRUGINOUS in all senses. 

1663 BuLtokar, Ferrugineous, rusty, of an iron color. 
1671 J. WeBsTER MWetallogr. xxviii. 350 It [Loadstone] is a 
hard Stone, ferrugineous, or irony. 1691 Ray Creation 
(1714) 87 Hence they [waters] are cold, hot .. ferrugineous, 
ete. 1750G. Hucnues BLarbadoes u. 55 Stones .. containing, 
by their dusky ferrugineous Colour, probably much Iron. 
1859 Farrar ¥ Home 108 Black as the ferrugineous ferry- 
boat of Charon. 1882 Garden 1 Apr. 212/1 The leaves .. are 
very ferrugineous beneath, 

Ferruginous (fér7-dzinas), a, [f. L. ferrigin-, 
Jerriugo iron rust (f. ferrwm iron) +-ous. Cf. F. 

Serrugineux. 

The use 1b, which exists also in Fr., is due to the word 
being referred directly to the L. ferruz, as if its formation 
were analogous to that of oleaginous, etc.] 

1. a. Originally: Of or pertaining to, of the 
nature of, iron rust; containing iron rust (said es/. 
of mineral springs, earths, etc.). b. Now com- 
monly: Of the nature of iron as a chemical ele- 
ment ; containing iron as a constituent. 

a 1661 Futter Worthies, Bristol 11. 34 The Water thereof 
runneth through some Mineral of Iron, as appeareth by the 
rusty ferruginous taste. 1684 BoyLe Mineral Waters Wks. 
1772 1V. 798 Mineral waters, especially ferruginous ones. 
1792 A. Younc Trav. France 290 Franche Compté abounds 
with red ferruginous loams. 1807 T. THomson Chem. (ed. 3) 
II. 342 Ferruginous prussiate of potash. 1816 W. SmitH 
Strata Ident. 12 Concreted by a ferruginous cement. 1834 
Mrs, SomerviLLe Connex. Phys. Sc, xxx. (1849) 352 A fer- 
ruginous body acquires polarity. 1871 BLackie Four Phases 
i, 122 The variations of the magnetic needle near ferruginous 
rocks. 1871 Daily News 21 Sept., A very insignificant fer- 
ruginous spring was the only one they came across. 

2. Resembling iron-rust in colour ; reddish brown. 

1656-81 Brount Glossogr., Ferruginous..of the colour of 
rusty iron. 1766 PENNANT Zood. (1768) I. 104 The whole 
upper part of the body is of a ferruginous color. 1789 MILts 
in Phil. Trans. LUX XX. 93 The water .. tinges the sides of 
a ferruginous hue. 1870 Hooker Sfud, Flora 462 Root- 
stock .. clothed with broad ferruginous scales. 

b. In the names of animals, plants or minerals. 

1847 Craic, Ferruginous opal, or Jasper opal. 1861 Miss 
Pratt Flower Pl. V. 95 Ferruginous Sallow. 1876 SMILES 
Sc. Natur. xv. (ed. 4)259 The Ferruginous .. and the Eider 
duck visit the lock occasionally. 

Hence Ferru‘ginousness. 

1727 in Batzey vol. II. 

Ferrular, -ule, var. ff. of FERULAR, -ULE. 

Ferrule, ferrel (feral), sd. Forms: 5 vyrell, 
7-8 verrel, -il(1, 7-9 ferrel, -il, (7 ferrell), 8-9 
ferule, 8— ferrule. [transformed (as if dim. of 
L. ferrum) from the older verrel, verril, vyrelle, 
ad. OF. virelle, virol (Fr. virole), med.L. virola 
:—L. viriola, dim. of virix, pl. bracelets. ] 

1. A ring or cap of metal put round the end of 
a stick, tube, etc. to strengthen it, or prevent 
splitting and wearing. 

1611 Coter., Cartibes d’un moulinet, the ferrels, or bands 
of yron whereby the ends of a windlesse are strengthened. 
1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2054/4 A Joynt Cane, wrought with a 
Gold Head on it, and a Brass Ferril. 1709 F. HauksBEE 
Phys.-Mech. Exp. v. (1719) 104, I took a fine Glass Tube .. 
The upper Orifice had a Ferrel .. cemented on it. 1715 
Kersey, Verrel or Verril, a little Brass or Iron ring, at the 
small end of a Cane, or Handle of a Tool, etc. 1794 W. 


FERRULE. 


Fetton Carriages (1801) I, 222 The dragstaff ..is made of 
strong ash, with iron ferrules on the ends. 1820 L. Hunt 
Indicator No. 33 (1822) 1, 257 Instead of the brass ferrel 

king inthe mud, 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. xxv, Produc- 
ing a fat green cotton one [umbrella] with a battered ferrule. 
1844 Regul. § Ord, Army 10 The Lance of the Standards 
and Guidons to be nine feet long (spear and ferrel included), 
[So in 1860 ; the word is not used in recent editions. ] 

attrib. 1799 Spirit Pub. Fournals (1800) I11. 209 ‘Taking 
especial care that the ferule end .. be sufficiently dirty. 

2. A ring or band, usually either giving additional 
strength or holding the parts of anything together. 

1632 SHERWoOD, Verrill, or iron band for a woodden toole, 
virole. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 117. 4/2 Dropt ..a Cane.. 
with a Silver Ferril. 1726 Desacutiers in Phil. Trans. 
XXXIV. 79, I fix’'d a Leaden Pipe .. of 2 Inches in the 
Bore, by means of 3 Ferrels, or short Communication-Pipes. 
1730 SAVERY 761d, XXXVI. 208 The Glass Concave was 
fixed in the great End of a thin Brass Ferule. 1773 /d/d. 
LXIII. 418, I cover this part of the tube with a brass verrel. 
1832 Bassace Econ, Manuf. i. (ed. 3) 10 A glazier’s ap- 
prentice, when using a diamond set in a conical ferrule. 
1855 HotpeN Hum, Osteol. (1878) 37 A broad and thick 
ferule of cartilage. 1859 Guttick & Timps Paint. 296 Flat 
brushes, in German-silver ferules. 1867 J. Hoce Microsc. 
1. i. 7 A handle of ebony. .is attached by a brass ferrule and 
two screws. . 

3. (Steam-engine.) ‘A bushing for expanding the 
end of a flue’ (Webster). 

A. The frame of a slate. 


5. Naut. 

1823 Crass, Ferrude, a small iron hook fixed on the ex- 
tremity of the yards, boom, etc. 

Ferrule, ferrel (feral), 7. Also 5 vyrell, 7— 
ferrel(1, 8 ferril. [f. prec.] ¢vans. To fit or fur- 
nish with a ferrule. 

1496 Bk, St. Albans, Fishing 8 Thenne vyrell the staffe 
at bothe endes wyth longe hopis of yron. 1670 NARBOROUGH 
Frul.in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. t. (1694) 89 The Staves..were 
headed and ferrelled with Silver. 1712 J. James tr. Le 
Blond’s Gardening 196 Wooden Pipes .. are ferriled and 
girdled with Iron. 1787 Best Azgdling (ed. 2) 10 If you 
ferrel it [the rod], observe that they [pieces] fit. 1870 THoRN- 
Bury Old Stories Re-told 247 Yo ferrule the pikes. 

Fe‘rruled (fe'rald), #f/. a. [f. as prec. + -ED 2.] 
Provided with a ferrule. 

1867 F. Francis Angling ix. (1880) 318 A spliced rod is 
very little heavier than a ferruled one two feet shorter. 
1884 Pall Mall G. 23 Feb, 2/2 The feruled ends of dripping 
umbrellas. 1893 West. Gaz. 20 Mar. 8/3 Ferruled tubes 
having been put in, she [the /dcan torpedo-depét-ship] has 
now realised the original expectations. 

Ferruminate (fér/mineit), v. Ods. or arch. 
[f. L. ferruiminat-, ppl. stem of ferriiminare to 
cement, f. ferriimen cement, f. ferrum iron.] 
trans. ‘To cement, solder, unite. * 

1623 in CockERAM, @ 1641 Bp. R. Mountacu Acts §& Mon. 
(1642) 281 A course directly tending to break asunder that 
which he intended to ferruminate and to foment. 1650 
Cuarteton Paradoxes Prol. 23 The Terrestriall Atomes 
are fixed, coagmentated, and ferruminated into a solid Con- 
cretion, 1657 ‘Tomiinson Renxon’s Disp. 399* ‘The flave 
{Boras} is best for ferruminating gold. 

Jig. 1819 CoLeripGE L7t, Rem. (1836) II. 275 Other pas- 
sages ferruminated by Jonson from Seneca’s tragedies. 

Ferrumination (férminzi‘fon). Obs. or arch. 
[ad. L. ferriimination-em, n. of action f. ferriimi- 
nare; see prec.] The action of cementing together. 

1612 Woopa.L Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 271 Ferrumination 
is the joyning together of a fracture in one and the same 
Metal..by a Mineral flux. 1657 Tomuinson Kezon's Disp. 
124 It helps the ferrumination of broken bones. 

Jig. 1817 CoLerwwcE Biog. Lit. 10, 1 mention this by way 
of elucidating one of the most ordinary processes in the 
ferrumination of these centos. 

Ferrup (fervp). Obs. exc. dial. Used in ex- 
clamations, }what a ferrup, what the ferrups 
(=‘what the deuce’), dy the ferrips. 

1679 Drypen 7%. § Cr. 1. ii, Put up, and vanish; they 
are coming out: What a ferrup, will you play when the 
dance is done? ¢1860 Staton Lays fro’ th’ Loomenary 38 
Nay by the ferrups. 1865 Miss Langer Betty o' Yeps Tale 
(2870) 20 Whoy, what the ferrups don yo myen? 

Ferrur, var. of FERRER Obs. 


+Ferrure. Ods.—° [a. Fr. ferrure, f. ferrer 
to shoe (horses):—L. ferrare, f. ferrum iron.] 
Horse-shoeing, farriery. 

1692-1732 in Cotes, 1775 in AsH. 

+ Ferrurie. Ods. rare. Also ferrurye. [f. 
Jerrour, FERRER +-Y3,] = FARRIERY. 

1601 F, Tate Househ. Ord, Edw. II § 56 (1876) 42 A vallet 
carnauer that hath knoledge in marshausy & ferrurie. 

Ferry (fe'ri), sd.1 Forms: 5 ferrye, 5-6 fery‘e, 
6 ferrie, 5— ferry. [f.the vb.; its late appearance 
seems to exclude the supposition that it is a, ON. 
Jerja of equivalent formation. Cf, Du. veer, MHG. 
vere, ver, mod.G. fahre in same sense.] 

+1. A passage or crossing. Ods. 

©1425 WyNnTOUN Cron. vi. xl. 143 At be Ferry of be Hill 
pai mete. 

2. esp. A passage or place where boats pass over 
a river, etc. to transport passengers and goods. 

©1440 Promp,. Parv. 156/2 Fery over a watyr. ¢1470 
Henry Wadlace 1. 285 Besyd Landoris the ferrye our thai 
past. 1535 CoverDALE Fudg. iii. 28 They folowed him, & 
wanne y° ferye of lordane. 1538 Letanp /#in, I. 31 ‘There 
be 4..Placis namid as ferys apon the Water of Lindis. 1611 
Corvat Crudities 20 The ferry where we were transported 
into the Ile of France. 1775 Wynpuam Jour Wales 42 
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Just above the ferry is the seat of Mr. Vernon. 1825 J. 
Near Bro, Yonathan 11.95 We blow..when we come nigh 
the taverns. .or post offices, or ferries. 

3. Provision for the conveyance of passengers, 
etc. by boat from one shore to the other. 

¢ 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn viii. 33 The knight of the 
Ferry attended to receiue him, 1700 Mod. Law Reports 11. 
294 The Defendant had petitioned the king to destroy the 
Ferry. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr Hist. Servia x. 193 Not to 
interfere with the ferry of Poscharewaz. 1892 GARDINER 
Student's Hist. Eng. 20 A ferry was established where 
London Bridge now stands. 

Jig. 1850 CarLyLe Laiter-d. Pamph. v. 32 We have all of 
us our ferries in this world. 

+b. =Frrry-Boat. Ods. 

1g90 SPENSER /. Q. 11. vi. 19 She soon to hand Her ferry 
brought. 1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. 1. iv. 53 Bring them I 
pray thee..to the common Ferrie Which trades to Venice. 
17or Lond. Gaz. No. 3722/1 ‘The French had sunk divers 
Ferries and other Boats in the River, 1798 R. P. Tour in 
Wales 24 (MS.) We here engaged a ferry over the Wye. 

4. Law. The right of ferrying men and animals 
across a river, etc., and of levying toll for so doing. 

1721 Termes de la Ley 344 Ferry, is a Liberty by Prescrip- 
tion, or the Kings Grant. 1708 SHower Reports 257 If 
a Ferry were granted at this Day, he that accepts such Grant, 
is bound to keep a Boat for the Publick Good. 1843 
Merson & We spy Exchequer Reports X.161 ‘The defend- 
ants..were possessed of a certain ferry across .. the River 
Mersey. 1862 Law Reports XXXI. Common Pl. 247 The 
plaintiffs are the lessees of an ancient ferry. 

5. attrib. and Comb. a. Chiefly attributive, as 
Jerry-boy, -craft, -place, -pole, -recetpts, --service, 
-warden, -way. 

1812 Hxaminer 21 Dec, 816/2 James Dean, a *ferry-boy. 
¢1470 Henry Wadlace 1x. 1306 For *fery craft na fraucht he 
thocht to crawe. c¢1440 Promp, Parv. 156/2 *Fery place. 
1665 Pepys Diary (1879) III. 193 Mr. Carteret and I to the 
ferry-place at Greenwich. 1806 Sporting Mag. X XVII. 173 
The ferry-place at Portsea. #1661 Hotypay Fuvenal 23 
There are..A *ferry-poal, and frogs in Stygian waves. 1858 
J. B. Norton Yofics 186 The surplus *ferry receipts .. are 
.. given up by the State. 1892 Pal/ Mall G, 23 Feb. 3/3 
It is proposed to build a pier here, and. .to establisha *ferry 
service. 1576 Act 18 iz. c. 10 § 10 The said * Ferry-warden. 
1884 Harper's Mag. Oct. 809/1t ‘The town voted to discon- 
tinue the *ferryway and the ferry. 

b. Special comb., as ferry-bridge (see quot.) ; 
ferry-flat, U.S. a flat boat used for crossing (and 
sometimes descending) rivers; ferry-house, the 
residence of a ferry-man, also a¢trzd, ; + ferry-look 
(see quot.) ; ferry-louper, one who has crossed 
from the mainland, Orku.; ferry-master, U.S. 
a person in charge of a ferry; also, one who 
collects the tolls at a ferry (Cent. Dict.) ; ferry-nab 
(see quot.) ; ferry-railway (see quot.). Also 
FERRY-BOAT, FERRY-MAN. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Ferry-bridge, a form of ferry- 
boat in which the railway-train moves on to the elevated 
deck, is transported across the water and then lands upon 
the other side. 1828 Fiint Mississippi Valley 1, 230 ‘Vhe 
*ferry flat is a scow-boat. 1838 Dickens O. Twist xxi, 
There was a light -in the *ferry-house window. 1862 H. 
Marryatr Year in Sweden II. 329 A ferryhouse stretches 
out like a sickle in the blue sea. 1769 De Moe's Tour Gt. 
Grit. 1. 153 [The keeper of this ferry has the right] to 
dredge for Oysters within the compass of his *Ferry-look 
which extends .. 60 Fathoms, on each Side of the Castle. 
1868 D. Gorrie Summ, §& Wint. Orkneys iv. 143 This mis- 
guided man was a *ferry-louper. 1883 4// Year Round 19 
May 465 Shouts [came] for a boat, as if from the “ferry-nab, 
or point, on the other side. 1847 Knicur Dict. Mech., 
*Ferry-railway, one whose track is on the bottom of the 
watercourse and whose carriage has an elevated deck which 
supports the train, 


+Ferry, 53.2 Cookery. Obs. [Etymology un- 
known; OF. had ‘ pain fer¢’, explained by Godef. 
as ‘bread for a festival’.| More fully, Caudle 
Jerry: A kind of spiced drink made with wine and 
eggs. Also app. some kind of sauce. 

Yc1390 Form Cury xii. 27 Cawdel ferry. Take floer of 
Payndemayn and gode wyne, etc. ¢1475 Noble Bk. Cookry 
(1882) 32 Cawdelle ferry. Tak clene yolks of egge welle 
betene, etc, 1504 in Leland Collect, VI. 21 Carpe in ferry. 

Ferry (fe'ri), v. Forms: 1 ferian, ferix(e)an, 
2-3 ferien, 4-5 fery, fere, 6 ferrie, 6- ferry. 
Also 3-4 verie(n, (5 veryen). [OE. /erian= 
OHG. feren, ON, ferja, Goth. farjan :—OTeut. 
*farjan, {. far-o™: see Fane sd.] 

+1. trans. To carry, convey, transport, take from 
one place to another, Ods. 

Beowulf 333 (Gr.) Hwanon ferizead ze fette scyldas? 
axo00 Elene 108 (Gr.) Heht..wizend..pzt halize treo him 
beforan ferian. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 111 3if he 3eher-godne 
mon fered to buriene, ¢ 1205 Lay. 10559 He uerde ford in 
sze uereden hine vden. @1300 Seven Sins 42 in FE. E. P. 
(1862) 19 Pe fend him deriip . and is soul to helle he feriip. 
13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 1790 Pe kyng .. watz ka3t by pe 
heles, Feryed out bi pe fete. 1583 Stuspes Anat. Abus, 1, 
(1882) 82 We..ferrie it to the deuil. 

2. esp. To transport or convey over water (now 
only over a stream, canal, etc., formerly also over 
the sea) in a boat or ship, etc. Often /o ferry 
(a person, ete.) over or across. 

a@ 1000 Andreas 293 (Gr.) We pe .. willad ferizan freolice 
ofer fisces bed. a1zooo Riddles xv. 7 (Gr.) Mec .. mere- 
hengest fered ofer flodas, 1587 F. James in Hearne Cod/ect. 
(Oxf, Hist. Soc.) I. 199 For ferrienge oure horses .. from 
Lambeth .. 6¢. 1602 Futsecke 2nd Pt, Parail. 21 In this 
case without ferrying ouer the horse there was nothing due 





FERS. 


vnto the bargeman. 1609 Heywoop Brit. Troy v. xi. 6 
Charon is tyr’d, with ferring soules to hell. x70x Lond. 
Gaz. No. 3722/2 Before night almost half of them were 
ferried over. 1784 Cowper 7ask u. 38 They themselves 
once ferried o’er the wave .. are emancipate and loosed. 
1822 Hazuitr 7abde-t. 11. iii. 45 A girl who had ferried me 
over the Severn. 1877 Miss Yonce Cameos IV. i. 15 He 
was ferried to the French bank. - 

absol. 1487 Nottingham Rec. 11. 365 Peid to Tomas Smyth, 
for fereyng v. days at y® Bryges. 7845 Marryat JZ. Violet 
xliv, The owner of a ferry. . ferries only when he chooses. 

b. To work (a boat, etc.) across or over. 

1771 Mrs. Grirriti tr. Vianad's Shipwreck 92 The rotten 
canoe, that he had however contrived to ferry over. 1854 
J. S.C. Asporr Napoleon (1855) 11. xv, 281 He promised 
a napoleon to every boat which was ferried across. 

ce. Of a vessel: To serve as a ferry-boat over. 

1872 W. F. Butter Great Lone Land iv. (1875) 55 
A steamer ferries the broad swift-running stream, 

3. intr. for reff. To convey oneself, go; now 
only, to pass over water in a boat or by a ferry. 
Of a boat: To pass to and fro, 

axo00 Byrhinoth 179 (Gr.) Pet min sawul to be sidian 
mote..mid fride ferian. 1380 Wyciir Serv. Sel. Wks. II. 
178 Crist seide to hem verie we over pe water. c 1450 Lone- 
Licu Grail |, 176 In to here schippe forto take him, forto 
veryen ouer that lake. 1589 Greene MZenaphon (Arb.) 30 
She sayling to Styx, thow ferriest ouer to Phlegeton. 1600 
Ho .tanp Livy vy, i. (1609) 1383 ote, They that would goe 
to it, used to ferry over in small punts or whirries. 1630 2. 
Sohnson's Kingd. & Commw. 631 Upon these waters doe 
ferry fiftie thousand Boats..to serve the use of the Citie. 
1787 Burns Verse, When death’s dark stream I ferry o'er. 
1833 Lams E/7a (1860) 267 It irks me to think that..thou 
shouldst ferry over ..in crazy Stygian wherry. 1836 T. 
Hook G. Gurney III. 333, I intended to-remain until the 
weather cleared before I ferried back, 1887 L. OLIPHANT 
Episodes 72, I ferried across it. . 

+b. fig. To ferry over: to pass over, pretermit. 

1477 J. Paston in Paston Lett. No. 787 II. 175, I may 
not wryght longe, wherffor I ffery over all thyngs tyll I may 
awayte on you my self, | 

Ferryable (ferijib’l), a. [f. prec. +-aBLE.] 
Of a water: That may be crossed in a ferry-boat. 


1888 Blackw. Mag. Aug. 242 A place..on the Indus, 
where it is fordable or ferryable. 


Ferry-boat. [f. Ferry sd.+Boat.] A boat 


used for conveying passengers, etc. across a ferry. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 156/2 Feryboot, portemia. 1458 
Nottingham Rec. I. 220, vs. viijd. receptis de proficuis de 
ferybotes de tempore. 1580 Barret Adv. B. 895 A ferry 
boate to cary ouer horses. 1644 Evetyn JZem. (1819) 1, 123 
The Tiber..I crossed in a ferry-boate. 1725 Dr For Voy. 
vound World (1840) 322 One large float with sides to it, like 
a punt or ferry boat. 18x11 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. 
VII. 418, I shall pay the proprietor of the ferry boats any 
reasonable sum for the time. 1858 W. Extis V7sits Mada- 
gascar viii. 215 A windlass for the large ferry-boat. 

Ferrying (fe'rijin), vé/. sd. [f. Ferry 7. + 
-InG1l.] The action of the vb. FERRY; an instance 
of the same. Also attrib., as ferrying-fee, station. 

1873 A. W. Warp tr. Curtius’ Hist. Greece 1. 1. ii. 31% 
The ‘ Parali’ lived by .. ferrying..and fishing. 1879 J. 
‘Topuunter A /cestis 47 Methought I waited.. For Charon’s 
dismal ferrying. 1887 Pa// Mall G. 8 Mar. 4/2 The. .fisher- 
folk .. would practically be deprived of the ferrying-fees 
between the steamers and the grotto. 1873 A. W. Warp 
tr. Curtius Hist. Greece 1.1.1, 271 A mere ferrying station. 

Ferrying (ferijin), 74/7. a. [f.as prec. + -1ne ?.] 
That ferries. 

1683 Otpuam Poet. Wks, (1686) 55 Ferrying Cowls 
Religious Pilgrims bore, O’er waves without the help of 
Sail, or Oar. 

Ferryman. [f. Ferry sb.+ May.] One who 
keeps or looks after a ferry. 

1464 Mann. & Housch. Exp. 162 [1] payd to the ferry- 
manes wyffe..xij. @. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Clarence xxxiv, 
As wise as Goose the féry man. 1615 G. Sanpys 7yvav. 134 
Charon grim Ferri-man, these streames doth guard. 1753 
Hanway 77av. (1762) I, 11. xii. 55 The ferry-man began to 
be insolent. 1833 Ht. Martineau Zale of Tyne i. 1 He 
was a pretty ferryman to let a passenger stand calling for 
his boat. 1878 B. Taytor Dexkalion 1. iv. 35 The ancient 
ferryman of Hades. 

attrib, 1801 M. G. Lewis in Tales of Wond. 1. No. 1. 7 
The ferryman-fiend. 


+Fers. Chess. Obs. Also 5 fiers, 6 ferse, 
7 feers. [a. OF. fierce, fierche, fierge (in med.L. 


Jercia, farzia), ad. (ultimately) Pers. wo) yp Serzin, 
Arab. wv); yp Jirzan, also 5 5 Jers. The Pers. word 


means ‘ wise man’, ‘ counsellor’.] 

1. The piece now known as the queen. 

¢1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 654 She stal on me 
and took my fers And whan I saw my fers aweye Alas! 
I couthe no Jenger pleye. @1547 SurReEY in Totfel/’s Misc. 
(Arb,) 2t And when your ferse is had, And all your warre is 
done. 1663-76 Buttoxar, /ers, the Queen at Chess-play. 

2. A pawn which has passed to the eighth square 
(see quot.), 

1474 Caxton Chesse tv. vii. (1860) Liv, He may not 
goo on neyther side til he hath been in the fardest ligne of 
theschequer, & that he hath taken the nature of the 
draughtes of the quene; & than he is a fiers. 

8. The ferses twelve: according to Prof. Skeat, 
all the men exc. the king (the bishops, knights, and 
rooks, being counted as one each). 

¢ 1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 723 Thogh ye had lost 
the ferses twelve. [1671 Skinner, Fers, Feers, Heerses, men 
at Chess. 1692-1732 in Cotes.] 


Fers, obs. f. Farcr v., EYERCE @., FURZE, VERSE. 


FERSE. 


+ Ferse, v. Ods. Forms: 1 feorsian, fyrsian, 
3 fersien, firsin, fursen, Orm. ferrsenn. [OE. 
feorsian, fyrsian, f. feor, Far.) trans. To remove, 
put at a distance; hence, to forsake; with reff. 
pron. as obj. to withdraw, go away. 

¢ 1000 Ags. Ps. Lamb.) Ixxii[i]. 27 (Toller) Da Se fyrsiap hiz 
fram de. c1200 7yin. Coll. Hom. 205, Fersien hit fro him 
swo pat he it nabbe. ¢1200 Orin 19663 Nohht ne birrp be 
ferrsenn ye Ne flen fra pe33m off tune. ax225 Aucr. R. 76 
He fursed him awei urommard ure stefne. a1225 Fuliana 
16 Ne schal me firsin him from nowéer deouel ne mon. 

Fersie, obs. Sc. form of Farcy. 

1598 D. Fercusson Scot. Prov. (1785) 12 Fire is good for 
the fersie, a1605 Montcomeriz Flyting w. Polwart 305 
The fersie, the falling-euill, that fels manie freikes. 

Ferte, var. of Fart sd, 2. 

1565-73 Coorer Thesaurus, Scriblita, a delicate meate of 
paste stuffed and wounded like a rope: a ferte of Portugall. 

+Fertee. Ols.—1 [a. OF. ferté=Pr. fiertat, 
Jertat :—L. feritat-em, f. ferus fierce.]  Fierceness. 

€1380 S7r Ferumb. 664 Firumbras be hebene kyng was 
a man of gret fertee. 

Ferter, v. Ods. [f. ME. fertre shrine: see 
Frrerory.] ¢vans. To put in a shrine, enshrine. 

c1325 Metr, Hom. 143 He..bar thir bannes menskelye 
And fertered thaim at a nunrye. cx14so St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 6995 And bare he fertird paim [banes] in hy. 

Ferth, obs. form of Fourtu. 

Ferther, obs. form of FurrHEr. 

+Fertilage. Ods. [f. Fertinrn+-ace.] The 
action or process of fertilizing. 

1610 W. Foikincuam Art of Survey 1. viii. 15 Fertilage 
consists in the enriching of the Soyle. 1688 R. Hotme 
Armoury ut. 333/2 Fertilage is an enriching of Soil. 

Fertile (fa-1til, -toil), 2. Forms: 5-6 fertyl(e, 
-yll, 7-8 fertil(, (6 fartyll, 6-7 firtile, -ill, 7 
furtill, fertle), 5- fertile. [a. OF. fer¢d/ (Fr. 
Sertile=Pr. fertil), ad. L. fertilis, f. ferre to bear.] 

1. Bearing or producing in abundance; fruitful, 
prolific. Const. of, 27, rarely + fo. a. it. of the 
soil, a district or region, rarely of animals. 

¢1460 Fortrscur Ads. §& Lim. Mon. iii, Dwellyn thai in 
on the most fertile reaume of the worlde. 1484 Caxton 
E sop Vv. viii, This yere shalle be the .. moost fertyle of alle 
maner of corne. 1581 Sipney Aol. Poetrie (Arb.) 62 The 
firtilest ground must bee manured. 1624 Carr. Smit }7Zr- 
ginia wu. xi. 87 The ground was .. exceeding furtill. 1785 
Sarau Frecpine Ofhelza 11. ix, A soil..not..fertile of any 
thing but weeds. 1832 Hr. Martineau Life in Wilds i. 3 
‘The plains .. are fertile in native plants. 1853 C. Bronte 
Villette xv, These September suns shone. .on fertile plains. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1481 Caxton Jyrr. u. iv. 68 It [Probane, Ceylon] is 
moche plenteuous of gold and syluer and moche fertyle of 
other thynges. 1603 Drayton Odes ii. 43 That Spray to 
fame so fertle, The Louer-crowning Mirtle. 1730 A. Gorpon 
Maffer’s Amphith. 23 Augustus .. being of a fertile and 
jovial Disposition. 1791 Gentl. Mag. 26/2 The offspring of 
his fertile imagination. 1819 T. Jerrerson Aztobiog. Wks. 
1859 I. 121 He was..fertile in resources. 1848 MacauLay 
fist. Eng. 1.216 One family, singularly fertile of great men. 
1869 Freeman Norn. Cong. (1876) 1. xiv. 335 England 
was..a land fertile in warriors. 

2. Causing or tending to promote fertility. 

1897 Br. Hat Satz. 1. ii, The coole streame that tooke his 
endles name, From out the fertile hoofe of winged steed. 
162t Burton Anat, Mel. u. ii. ut. 248 The Brise .. most 
pleasant and fertile. 1657 AusTEN Pruit Trees 1. 71 Lay 
Pigeons dung. .(or the like stuffe, that is very hot, and fertill) 
to the roots. 1847 Emrrson Poems, Wks. (Bohn) I. 485 
They thank the spring-flood for its fertile slime. 

Jig. 1596 Suaks. 2 Hen. IV, w. iii. 131 With .. good store 
of Fertile Sherris. 

+3. Copiously produced, abundant. Ods. 

1601 SHAks. 7wel, N.1. v. 274 Ol. How does he loue me? 
Vio. With adorations, fertill teares, 1667 Mitton P, Z. 1x. 
801 Shall. .the fertil burden ease Of thy full branches, 

4. Comb. fertile-fresh a., having luxuriant 
foliage; fertile-headed a@., (2) many headed; 
(6) rich in expedients. : 

1598 SHaxs. Jerry W.v.v. 72 Greene let it be, More 
fertile-fresh then all the Field to see. 1632 Massincer & 
Fiei_p Fatal Dowry t.i, Cerberus. .loud and fertile-headed. 
1754 J. SHEBBEARE Matrimony (1766) 1.230 The fertile-headed 
Woman. .whipt a ten-peck Bag over her Gallant’s Head. 

Hence + Fertile v. Ols.-! =FERTILIZE v.; 
Fertilely adv.; Fertileness rare = FERTILITY. 

1880 SIDNEY Arcadia (1622) 155 Who.. could not but 
fertilly requite his fathers fatherly education. 138r — Afo/. 
Poetrie (Arb.) 19 The fertilnes of the Italian wit. 1613 
Marxnam Lng. Husd, 11. 1. v. (1635) 27 According to the 

~fertilenesse of the soyle in which they grow. 1627-47 
FeittHam Resolves 1. \xxxi. 252 He that hopes too much 
shall coozen himself at last ; especially if his industry goes 
not along to fertile it. 1661-6 Woop City of Oxford (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) I. 395 The meedes adjoyning are fertilly soyled. 

+Fertilent, ¢. Sc. Obs! [f. prec. after 
analogy of opilent, pestilent.| Abundant, plentiful. 

1535 STEwarT Cron, Scot. Il. 553. Pal3eonis.. Quhilk 
furneist war rycht riche and fertilent, With gold and siluer. 

+ Ferti'litate, v. Ods. [f.next, after debz/tate.] 
trans. Vo render fertile, fertilize. 

1634 Sir T. Herpert 7rav. (1638) 193 A sweet rivolet 
playes .. through the Towne, fertilitating the .. Gardens, 
1650 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ef. 11. xxviii. (ed, 2) 151 A Cock 
will in one day fertilitate the whole. .cluster of egges. 

Hence + Ferti‘litating f//. a. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend, Ep, vi. vii. 352 From whence 
.. wee cannot inferre a fertilitating [ /77z¢ed fertiliating ; 
corrected in ed. 1658] condition or property of fecundation, 
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Fertility (fortiliti). Forms: 5 fertylyte, 6-8 
fertilitie, -illity(e, (fortylite), 6- fertility. [a. 
Fr, fertzlité, ad. L, fertelitat-em, f. fertilis FERTILE. ] 
The quality of being fertile; fecundity, fruitful- 
ness, productiveness. a. /2¢. of the soil, a region, 
etc. ; also of plants and animals. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxv. 92 The troienne folke multy- 
plied..in grete quantite..for the fertylyte of the grounde. 
1538 Starkey Lvgland 1. i. 12 Maruelous culture and 
Fortylite. ¢1610-15 Women Saints (1886) 189 The first 
fruite of our mothers fertilitie. 1818 Byron Ch. Har. w. 
xxvi, Thy waste More rich than other climes’ fertility. 
1859 Darwin Orig. Sec. iv. (1873) 75 ‘The fertility of this 
clover absolutely depends on bees visiting the flowers, 

b. transf. and fig. 

1615 G. Sanpys 7vav. 103 Such iarres proceeded from their 
fertility of Gods, differing in each seuerall iurisdiction. 
1666 DrypEN Ann. Mirad. Let. to Sir R. Howard, The 
quickness of the Imagination is seen in the invention; the 
fertility in the Fancy. 1750 Jounson Rambler No. 75 P 4, 

found some .. fertility of fancy. 1802 Prayrair /llustr. 
fTutton. Th. 495 All the fertility of his invention, 1848 
Macautay Hist, Eg. Il. 637 Halifax .. in fertility of 
thought .. had no rival. 1878 Bosw. Smit Carthage 136 
Himilco..was a man. .of fertility of resource. 

ec. pl. Productive powers. 

1626-7 Lp. Fatxianp in Ads. Ussher’s Lett. (1686) 379 
A general... valluation of the different Fertilities. 1708 
Swirt Sacram. Test. Wks, (1778) IV. 219 The fertilities of 
the soil. 1868 Rocrers Pol. Econ. xii. (1876) 164 Ground- 
rent. .is a payment made for a particular site because it has 
certain conveniences, productive powers, or .. fertilities, 
which another site. .would not possess. 

Fertilizable (fa-1tiloi:zab’l), a. Also -isable. 
[f. Fertmize+-aABLe, Cf. F. fertzlisable.] a. Of 
land, etc.: Capable of being fertilized. b. Of the 
female, or an ovum: Susceptible of impregnation. 

1832 R. Mupre Bot. Annwal 140 The ovary is the. .im- 
portant part of the fertilizable organ. 1877 Huxtry Anat, 
Inv, Aninz. vii. 446 The perfect fertilisable female. 1880 
Burton Rezgn Q. Anne III. xviii. 197 Unfertile but fertil- 
isable clay. - ) 

Fertilization (fd:1tiloizé'-fon). Also -isation. 
[n. of action f. as prec.+-AaTION; cf. F. fertilisa- 
zzow.] The action or process of rendering fertile. 

1863 J. G. Mureny Comm, Gen. xii. 11 The two sides of 
the Nile, its fertilization by a natural cause. 

b. spec. Biol. Fecundation ; see FERTILIZE 2. 

1857 WHEWELL Hist. Induct, Sc. III. 223 The fertilization 
of the date-palms. 1862 Darwin Fertzl. Orchids i. 33 These 
species. . require the aid of insects for their fertilization. 1882 
Vines Sachs’ Bot. 525 The first manifest result of fertilisation 
in the oospore is the division of its nucleus. 

Hence Fe:rtiliza’tional a@., of or pertaining to 
fertilization. 

1888 J.T. Gutick in Linn. Soc. Frnl. XX. 233, 1 venture 
to call this principle Fertilizational Segregation. 

Fertilize (fa-itiloiz), v. [f. FERvILE + -12H.] 

1. trans. To make fertile ; to enrich (the soil). 

1648 W. Mountacue Devout Ess. 1. xi. § 1. 128 Our earth 
needs no rain to fall upon it..to fertilize it. 1760 Derrick 
Lett. (1767) 1.97 He..fertilised bogs, and cultivated barren 
sands. 1860 Mot.iey Verherd. (1868) I.i.8 Three great rivers 
which had fertilized happier portions of Europe. 

b. gen. To render productive. /7¢, and fig. 

1828 Macxintosu Sf. Ho. Comm. 2 May Wks. 1846 IIT. 
487 The members of the Legislature .. attempted to exclude 
all the industry. .of other countries from flowing in to enrich 
and fertilise their shores. 1866 Lippon Bampt. Lect. v. 
(1875) 225 Intense religious conviction fertilizes intellect. 
1868 Prarp Water-Farm. ii. 11 Can nothing be done to 
fertilise the vast majority of our streams ? 

2. Biol. To make (an ovum, an oospore, a female 
individual or organ) fruitful by the introduction of 
the male element ; to fecundate. 

Chiefly Bot. ; in Zoology common with reference to ova, 
but otherwise rare. 

1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. iv. (1873) 79, T have not found 
a single terrestrial animal which can fertilize itself. 186x 
Devamer JV. Gard. 145 If .. the Moss Rose .. is fertilized 
with Rosa Gallica, interesting hybrids are the result. 1879 
Lussock Scz. Lect. i. 8 It is a great advantage .. that the 
flower should be fertilised by pollen from a different stock. 

Hence Fe:rtilized pp/. a. Fertilizing vd/. sd., 
also atirzb. Fertilizing p/. a. 

16st R. Cuitp in Hartlib’s Legacy (1655) 34 In other 
places they havea like fertilizing fatnesse. 1655 In Hartlib’s 
Legacy 193 A rich earth for Compost worth twenty shillings 
a load at the least for the fertilizing of land. 1807 Crabbe 
Par. Reg, wi. 275 Fertilizing showers. 1849 J. F. W. 
Jounston Lafper. Agric. vii. 118 Gypsum has a remarkably 
fertilising effect when applied to certain crops on certain 
soils, 1868 Prarp Water-Farm. v. 54 A tiny fish creeps 
from each fertilised egg. 1884 Athenxum 12 Jan. 49/3 The 
author attributes the supply of fertilizing mud in Egypt to 
the White Nile 

Fertilizer (fsitiloizor). [f. prec. +-ER1.] 

1. One who or that which fertilizes (land). 

a1661 Futter Worthies, Kent 1. (1662) 57 Saint-foime, or 
Holy-hay .. being found to be a great Fertilizer of Barren- 
ground. 1794 SuLLivan View Nat. I. 377 The agency of 
snow as a fertilizer. 1815 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. 
XXXVIII. 500 The torrent, now the fertilizer, now the 
ravager of districts. 1872 Spurcron 77veas. Dav. Ps. ]xv. 
1x The march of Jehovah, the Fertiliser, may be traced by 
the abundance which he creates. 


b. said esp. of manures. 
1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) 11. 61 Nitrate 


of potash .. when employed as a fertilizer, is generally sown , 


by hand. Sg 
attrib, 1893 Act 56 & 57 Vict. c. 56 (¢/tle) The Fertilisers 
and Feeding Stuffs Act, 








FERVENCE. 


2. An agent of fertilization in plants. 

1844 Darwin in Lif § Lett. (1887) 11. 30 Flies are good 
fertilizers. 1880 A. R. Wattace /s/. Life 473 Suitable 
fertilisers and other favourable conditions, 

Fertlet, obs. var. of Frrior. 

Ferula (ferizla). [a. L. ferw/a giant fennel, a 
rod.] 

1. Bot. A genus of plants; the giant fennel. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. xvii. |xxi. (1495) 645 Ferula is 
anherbe. 1562 TurRNER /ferda/ 11.1 b, The nature of Ferula 
is the sorest enemie that can be to Lampreys. 1693 Sir 
T. P. Brount Wad. Hist. 465 Vossius .. affirms them to be 
Arborescent Ferula’s. 1811 A. T. THomson Lond. Dis/. 
(1818) 175 ‘This species of ferula is a native of.. Persia. 1868 
Mrs. H. L. Evans Wint. tx Algeria 25 The beautiful 
feathery leaf of the ferula. 

From the use of the fennel-stalk in Roman 
times: A cane, rod, or other instrument of punish- 
ment, esp. a flat piece of wood (see FERULE 2 quot. 
1825) ; fig. school discipline. 

1580 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 612 Many..do put forth their 
hands to be stricken..with the ferula. 1612 Brinstey Ziad. 
Lit. xix. (1627) 215, I have laboured and striven by ferula, 
and all meanes of severity. 1712 E. Cooxr Voy. S. Sea 123 
We..had Ferula’s made to punish Swearing, 1840 P. 
Parley's Ann. 316 They had never known the infliction of 
chastisement from either cane or ferula, 1851 CARLYLE 
Sterling 1. iv. (1872) 27 His ever-changing course .. which 
was passed so nomadically under ferulas of various colour. 

3. Surg. A long splint. 

1688 R. Homme Armoury ut. 444. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Ferulaceous (ferizléi-{as), a. [f.L. ferwulace-us 
(f. ferul-a giant fennel) +-0US: see -AcEOUS ] Re- 
sembling the ferula ; having a stalk like a ferula. 

1657 Phys. Dict., Ferulaceous, like the herb ferula. 1691 
Ray Creation 1. (1692) 194 These [Fountain] Trees are of 
the Ferulaceous kind. 1755 Porter in PAd/. Trans. XLIX. 
253 The asa foetida is drawn from a ferulaceous plant. 

Ferula‘ic, ferulic, 2. Chem. [f. FrRuLa 
+ -10.] In Ferul(a)ic acid: see quot. 

1876 Harvey Mat. Med. 598 The resin [Assafoetida]. .con- 
tains ferulaic acid, Cio Hi9 O4, which forms iridescent prisms. 
1879 Watts Dict. Chem. 3rd Suppl., Merzlic acid. 

+Ferular. OJs. Also 7 ferrular, feriler, 
culer. [ad. L. ferular-zs of or belonging to the 
giant fennel.] =FERUBA 2. 

1594 O. B. Quest. Profitable Concernings K iv a, A Feruler 
to admonish them with. 1600 Asp. Apnot Hxp. Fouah 364 
The wicked are the worse when they are under the ferular. 
1644 Mitton Aveop. 20 What advantage is it to be a man.. 
if we have only scapt the ferular, to come under the fescu of 
an Imprimatur? 1688 R. Hotme Armoury m1, 312/1 The 
Ferrular is an Instrument used by School-Masters to correct 
their Scholars. 1706 in Puitiirs(ed. Kersey), 1775 in Asu. 


Ferule (fe:rizl), 5. Also 6 ferrall 6-7 ferul(1. 
[ad. L. ferul-a: see FERULA.] 

1. =FeEruta tr. Also a plant or stalk of it. 

c14z0 Pallad, on Husb. 1. 1049 Take ferules eke or saly 
twigges take. 31589 FLreminc Bucol. Virg. x. 30 Syluanus 
..came..Shaking his flouring feruls. 1620 Brinstry lire. 
Eclog. 95 The ferule is a. .big herbe like vnto fennel giant. 

= FERULA 2. 

1599 Br. Hatt Sat, tv. i. 169 My rimes relish of the ferule 
still. 1636 B. Jonson Discov. (1641) 115 From the rodde, or 
ferule, I would have them free. @a1656 Br. Hatt fev. 
Wks. (1660) 304 Whilst he was under the ferule, 1825 Hone 
Every-day Bk, 1. 967 The ferule .. was a sort of flat ruler, 
widened at the inflicting end into a shape resembling a pear 
.. with a.. hole in the middle, to raise blisters. 1850 W. 
Irvine Goldsmith i.23 He resumed the ferule. 1875 FARRAR 
Seekers 1. ii. 24 To learn at the point of the ferule—trash. 

3. attrib, and Comb., as *ferule-rod; + ferule- 
fingered a., whose fingers are liable to the ferule. 

1528 Jupeachin. Wolsey 192 m Furnivall Badd. I. 358 Be 
ware of the Ferrall Rodde! 1620 Br. Hatt Hon. Mar. 
Clergy 127 Those ancient ferule-fingred Boy-Popes. 

Ferule, var of FERRULE sé. and v. 

Ferule (ferivl), v. Also 6 ferrule. [f. prec.] 
trans. To beat, strike, with a ferule. 

1879 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 24, I shoulde. .bee Ferruled 
for my faulte. 1873 CHANNING in Salt 7horeau (1890) 26 
So he did..by feruling six of his pupils. 1878 Mrs. Stowe 
Poganuc P, xiv, 121 To ferule..disorderly scholars. 

Feruler, var. of FERULAR. 

[ad. L. fervefacctre, 


+ Fervefy, v. Obs. rare. 
f, fervere to boil: see -FY.] ¢vans. To make 


boiling hot. Hence Fe‘rvefied f//. a. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 27/2 Cause then 
your Armes. .with a fervefyede clothe to be..rubbed. 07d. 
65/2 Take a Horseshoe, and fervefye the same. 1657 
Tomuinson Reno's Disp. 159* To fervefy or decoct. 

+ Fervence. Ods. Also 5 farvence, vervens. 
[a. OF. fervence, as ifad. L. *ferventia, f. fervent- 
em: see FERVENT and -ENCE.]} 

1. Boiling or glowing heat. 
lition, fermentation. ; 

14.. Lype. Temple of Glas 356 For pou3e I brenne with 
feruence and with hete, Wib-in myn hert I mot complein of 
cold. c1420 Pallad. on Husb. x1. 441 Of fynest must in 
oon metrete Or it be atte the state of his fervence. 1432-50 
tr. Higden (Rolls) 1. 429 An holy welle, whiche is of so grete 
feruence that hit castethe owte thynges caste in to hit. 
1634 Cuapman Revenge for Honour Plays 1873 ILI. 332 
Rays lascivious .. ingender by too piercing fervence in- 
temperate. . heats. ’ : ; 

2. fig. Warmth of the emotions, intensity of feel- 
ing or desire, fervency. 

¢1430 Lypc. Black Kut. xxx, If that any now be in this 
place, That fele in love brenning of fervence .. Lat him of 
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Also, Violent ebul- 


FERVENCY. 


routh lay to audience. c1485 Digby Myst, (1882) 11. 1093 

y woll with veruens of love me seke. @1529 SKELTON 
Pr. to H. Ghost x O firy feruence, inflamed with all grace. 
a1538 Hen. VIII Let. to A. Boleyn in Select. Harl. Misc. 
(1793) 147, I think .. my fervence of love causeth it. 1591 
Troub. Raigne K, Fohn x. (1611) 84 Zeale .. Spurs them 
on with feruence to this shrine. 

Fervency (fo1vensi). Also 5 farvence, 6-7 
fervencie, [f.as prec.: see -ENCY.] 

1. The state or quality of being fervent; glowing 
or burning heat, intensity of heat. Now rave. 

1598 CuarMan J/iad v1, 185 Flames of deadly fervency 
flew from her breath and eyes. 1633 P. Fretcuer Pesc. Ecd, 
i, 2 About his head a rocky canopie .. Rebutting Phoebus 
parching fervencie. 1879 G. Merepiru /gorst III. x. 214 
It is the sole star which. . preserves an indomitable fervency, 

+b. Of cold: Intensity, severity. Ods. 

1615 CHAPMAN Odyss, xiv. 693 The fervency Of that sharp 
night would kill me. 

rg. ‘Heat of mind’, intensity of feeling or 
desire, warmth of devotion, zeal, ardour, eagerness; 
++ an instance of the same. 

1554 Knox Faythf. Admon. Dvjb, Peter in a feruencie 
first left his bote. 1600 E, Biounrt tr. Conestaggio 6 They 
continued their new navigation, with greater fervencie. 
1672-5 ComBER Comp, Temple (1702) 368 ‘The Motives that 
ought to excite our Fervency. 1734 Watts Relig. Fuv. 
(1789) 216 He drew some practical inferences .. with some 
degree of fervency, 1824 Sourney Bk. of Ch. (1841) 173 
The prayer which was preferred with increased fervency at 
a martyr’s grave. 1865 Kincstey Hlevew. xv, She would 
never have known the fervency of your love. 

Fervent (foivént), a. Forms: 4-6 feruente, 
vervente, (5 ferfent, furvaunte, 6 farvente, 
fervant), 4- fervent. [a. F. fervent, ad. L. fer- 
vent-em, fervens, pr. pple. of fervere to boil, glow.] 

1. Hot, burning, glowing, boiling, 

@ 1400-50 Alexander 3871 Flawmes feruent as fyre. ¢1400 
Lanfranc's Cirurg.'311 In pis caas we mowen use hoot 
fervent oile. 1514 Barctay Cyt, & Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 
p. lxix, The Sunne is not fervent. 1572 J. Jones Bathes of 
Bath. 10 Actuall fyre, working upon the water itself cannot 
put into it a greater degree of heat, then the degree of fervent 
heate, 1611 Biste 2 Pet, iii. ro The Elements shall melt with 
feruent heat. 1704 J. Pirrs Acc. Mohometans 56, I have seen 
many ..to work all day..in the most fervent Harvest time. 
1849 Mrs, SomERVILLE Connect. Phys. Sc. xxvii. 300 The 
short but fervent summersat the polar regions. 1874 S. Cox 
Pilger. Ps. vii. 147 A fervent waste in which it is lost. 

Jig. 1529 More Dyaloge 1, Wks. 119/2 Let them all..lerne 
that god deliteth to se the feruent hete of y® hartis deuocion 
boile out by y® body. , 

+b. In medizeval pharmacy, of drugs: = Hor. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. RK. x1x, \xxvii. (1495) 908 Some 
thynges that drawyth laxeth also and be feruent as Sca- 
monea, 1578 Lyte Dodoens u. xxx. 187 The common 
Camomill..is not so fervent as the Romaine Camomill, but 
more pleasant, 

+e. Of cold: Intense, severe. Ods, 

1448 R. Fox Chrox. (Camden) 116 Hit was a fervent coolde 
weder. 1473 Warxw. Chron. (Camden) 3 Ther was one 
fervent froste thrugh Englande, 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 
II. 337 The fervent frost so bitter wes, 1634 HarincTon 
Salernes Regim. 182 A fervent cold Countrey. 

2. Of persons, their passions, dispositions, or 
actions: Ardent, intensely earnest. From 17th c, 
almost exclusively with reference to love or hatred, 
zeal, devotion or aspiration, 

ce1400 Destr. Troy 2154 Than was Priam .. more feruent 
to fight. 14.. Why I Can't bea Nun7in E. E. P. (1862) 
138 ‘They were as ferfent as ony fyre To execute her lordys 
byddyng. 1534 Tinpacex Pet. iv. 8 Above all thinges haue 
fervent love amonge you. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on A poc. 
(1573) 25 b, We of this Church who haue bene feruenter 
XxX, yeares ago than we be at this day. 1591 SPENSER 
Gnat 296 He spide his foe with .. feruent eyes to his de- 
struction bent, 1673 Lady's Call. 1. § 1 P 23. 65 By 
the ferventest praiers implore .. God. 1738 Westry Ps. 
xiii. 8 My Heart in fervent Wishes burns. 1768-74 TuckER 
Lt. Nat. (1852) Il. 215 It proves the glow of his kindness 
the ferventer. 1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur, Leigh 1. 944 
Many fervent souls strike rhyme on rhyme. 

b. Of conflict, uproar, formerly also of pestilence, 

a wild beast, etc.: Hot, fierce, raging. Now rare. 

1465 Mare. Paston in Lett. No, 523 I1. 226 The pestylens 
is so fervent in Norwych that [etc.]. 1494 Fasyan Chron. 
1v, Ixvii. 46 Whiche persecucion .. was so sharpe & feruent, 
that [etc.]. x155r Ropinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 139 
When the battel is. .most fierce and fervent. 1607 TorsELL 
Four, Beasts (1658) 543 There appeared unto them a Boar 
.. having fire-burning eyes, a despiteful look .. and every 
way fervent. 1814 Worpsw. White Doe of Ryl. 1. 43 A 
moment ends the fervent din, 

+ Fervent, v. Obs.—° [f. prec.] trans, To 
utter fervently. Hence Fervented ///. a. 

a@ 1626 W. ScLater Ser. Exper. (1638) 68 Their. .fer- 
vented supplication to have life prorogued. 

Fervently (fauvéntli), adv, [f. Fervent a. + 
-LY.] Ina fervent manner. 

+1. Bumingly, intensely, severely. Ods, 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxliii. 293 He myght not wel 
endure no whyle so feruently he was take. 156: HoLtypusu 
Hom, Apoth.27a, He that hath the jaundis so fervently 
and sore. 1627 HAKEWILL A Jol, 11. vii. § x. 110 It continued 
so feruently hot. 

2, With warmth of feeling; ardently, earnestly, 
hotly, passionately. Now vare exc. in expressions 
of love, desire, prayer, etc. 

¢ 1374 CuHaucer Troylus iv. 1356 The whiche frendes 
feruentliche hym preye To senden efter more. 1494 FAByAN 
Chron. Vv. cxiil, 86 Chilperich heryng of the. .takynge of his 
sone, was..more feruently amouyd. 1568 Grarron Chron, 
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II. 27 The king. .pursued them more fervently then circum- 
spectly. 16x Bite Col. iv. 12 Alwaies labouring feruently 
for you in praiers. 1749 Firtpinc Tom Fones 11. 94 Mrs. 
Fitzpatrick then renewed her proposal and very fervently 
recommended it. 1794 SuLuivan View Nat. I. 9 Most 
fervently do I love my God, my king. 1825 T. JEFFERSON 
Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 83, I had fervently pressed the 
Treasury board to replenish this particular deposit. 1848 
C. Bronte F. Eyre (1873) 3, I wished fervently he might 
not discover my hiding-place. 1874 Srupps Const. Hist. 
(1875) ILI. xviii. 31 Henry..was fervently orthodox. 

Ferventness (foventnés). Now rave. [f. 
FERVENT +-NESS.] The quality of being fervent. 

1. Boiling, burning, or glowing heat; = FERVOUR 1. 

1398 Trevisa Barth De P. R. x, ix. (1495) 379 Smalle 
asshes .. slakyth .. the feruentnes of the cole, 1533 ELyor 
Cast, Helthe (1541) 73a, It [melancholy] may not be so 
littell, that the bloud and spirites in their ferventnes, be as 
it were unbridlyd. 1586 Bricut Melanch.xxvii.153 Although 
it [water] be hote, yet inferiour in degree to the heate of 
feruentnes, 1600 F. Wacker Sf. Mandeville 46b, The 
great feruentnes of the hot starres, 

2. Ardour, eagerness, vigour, zeal; also an 
instance of the same; = FERVOUR 2. 

1430 Wyclif’s Num. xxv. 11 [MS. S], Y my silf schulde 
not do awai the sones of Israel in my greet hete [feruentnesse 
of veniaunce]. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 133 
Whyche wil not be wele .. stered for the feruentnesse of the 
same tempest. 1528 TinpaLte Parad. Mammon Wks. I. 84 
Christ here teacheth Simon by the ferventness of love. 1611 
Sreep Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. vili. (1632) 581 The Archbishops 
feruentness in using such eager perswasions, 1631 Celestina 
1, 40 His .. ferventnesse of affection is sufficient to marre 
him. 1727 Battey vol. II, Perventness. 


Fervescent (forve'sént), a. [ad. L. fervéscent- 
em, pr. pple. of fervésccre, inceptive verb f. fervére 
to be hot.] Growing hot. 


1683 Satmon Doron Med. 1, 162 Fixing the fervescent and 
corrosive Humors. 1730-6 in Barvey (folio), 1775 in Ash. 

Fervid (fauvid), a. Also 7 fervide. [ad. L, 

Jervid-us burning, vehement, f. fervére to glow. ] 

1. Burning, glowing, hot. Now fet. or rhetorical. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 6/2 Let it stand 
a day or two in som fervide place. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. v, 
zor The mounted Sun Shot down direct his fervid Raies. 
1718 Pore /liad xv1. 939 Sol had driven His fervid orb 
through half the vault of heaven. 1794 Suttivan View Nat. 
II. 55 The more fervid the lightning, the more animated 
they appear, 1833 N. Arnotr Physics (ed. 5) Il. 62 His 
attention was soon recalled to the fervid land of the sun. 
1851 THACKERAY /xg. /7u7m. ii. (1858) 59 To hang on in the 
dust behind the fervid wheels of the parliamentary chariot, 

transf. 1865 SwinBuRNE Poems §& Ball., Hendecasyllables 
5 Flame as fierce as the fervid eyes oflions, 1871 M. CoLtins 
Mrq. § Merch, U1. iii. 61 The Christmas night had been 
fervid.. There had been a dinner, 

2. jig. Glowing, intensely impassioned. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fervid, fierce, vehement. @ 1717 
Parne_t Happy Man 16 The fervid wishes, holy fires, 
Which thus a melted heart refine. 1779-81 Jonnson L. P. 
Wks. 1816 X. 122 He is warm rather than fervid. 1828 
CarLYLe Msc. (1857) I. 2xx Of Burns's fervid affection .. 
we have spoken already. | 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxvii, 
It is your .. fervid imagination, which throws you into a 
glow of geniusand excitement. 1855 Macau.ay Hist. Eng. 
IV. 335 The fervid loyalty with which Charles had been 
welcomed back to Dover. 1872 BLackie Lays Highl, 155 
Without the call of fervid preacher. 

Hence Fervi-dity [+-1ry]: a. Intense heat. b. 
Passion, zeal (J.). Fervidly adv., in a fervid 
manner; earnestly, Fe'rvidness, the state or 
quality of being fervid. 

1692 Bentiey Boyle Lect. Serm. vi. 188 A kind of injury 
done to him by the fervidness of St. Peter. 1727 BaiLey 
vol. II, Hervidity. 1775 Asn, Fervidity, heat. 1847 Craic, 
fervidly, very hotly, with glowing warmth. 1872 Gero. 
Etior Afiddlem. i, A young lady. .knelt down. . by the side 
of a sick labourer and prayed fervidly. 

Fervol, obs. form of FEarFun. 

+ Fe'rvorous, 2. Ods. Also 7 -erous. [f. 
next +-ouS.] Full of fervour; ardent, warm. 

1602 ‘T, FirzHersert AZo, 36b, As. .feruerous in the loue 
of God, as they are. .fyry in sensual appetyt. 1658 SLincsBy 
Diary (1836) 203 Faithful and fervorous Professors. 1669 
Woopueap St, Teresa 1. xv. 94 They had a mind to cool 
the fervorous employment of the Will. 


Fervour, fervor (fo'1va1). Also 6 fervoure, 
7 ferver. [ME. fervor, -owr, a. OF. fervor, -our 
(mod.F, ferveur)=Pr. and Sp. fervor, It. fervore, 
ad. L. fervore-m, f. fervére to be hot. For use of 
JServour or fervor see Favour.] 

1, Glowing condition, intense heat. 

c1440 Hyon Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 11. xxxiv, They 
..panten soo strongly that they brast into bodily feruours. 
1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 1164/2 These prayers .. of his 
holye Martirs, in the feruoure of theyr torment. 1625 
Purcuas Pilgrims 1. 1317 A number of Lamps which.. 
yeelds vnto the roome an immoderate feruor. 1725 Pope 
Odyss. x. 184 Some power divine .. Sent a tall stag .. To 
cool his fervour in the chrystal flood. 1794 Mrs. Piozzt 
Synon. I, 207 Such effects follow naturally the fervour of 
an African climate, 1813 SHELLEY Q. J/ad viii. 71 Those 
deserts. . whose, .fervors scarce allowed A bird to live. 1892 
Sir R, Batt in Melbourne Argus 16 May, The moon was 
also doubtless in a condition of equal fervour. 

+b. Of water: Boiling, seething. Ods. 

«1440 Found. St. Bartholomew's 43 The swellynge [sea], 
yn his feruor .. leift vp hym-self. 1656 tr. //obdes’ Elem. 
ee. (1839) 324 All fervour or seething is not caused by 

re 


2. Warmth or glow of feeling, passion, vehem- 
ence, intense zea] ; an instance of the same, 





FESCUE. 
1340 HampoLte Pr. Consc. 250 Fervor of thoght. 1382 
Wycur Yon ii. 17 The feruour of loue of thin hous hath 


etun me. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 363 b/t She .. had more 
feruour of deuocion. 1531 Dial. on Laws Eng. 11. lili. (1638) 
160 A veniall sinne .. letteth the fervour thereof [charity]. 
1638 Baker tr. Balzac's Lett. 1. 30 Such fervour is as well 
beseeming fresh souldiers as young Fryers. Pp ae iad 
Serious C. xiv. (ed, 2) 240 And begin to know what Saints. . 
have meant by fervours of devotion. 1830 D’Israe.i Chas. I 
III. ix. 196 The fervour of loyalty vied with the pride of 
magnificence, 1882 A.W. Warp Dickens iii. 50 A fervour 
unique even in the history of American enthusiasms. 

Fery, obs. form of Farrow v. 

1337 in Liber Pluscardensis 1x. xxxvi, Isal ger thi sow 
fery agayn hir wil. 

Feryage, obs. form of FERRIAGE, 

Fesande, obs. form of PHEASANT. 

Fesapo. Zogic. A mnemonic word representing 
the fourth mood of the fourth figure of syllogisms, 
in which the major premiss is a universal negative, 
the minor premiss a universal affirmative, and the 
conclusion a particular negative; the middle term 
being subject of the major and predicate of the 
minor premiss. 

1827 WuateELy Logic ii. (ed. 2) 98 Fesapo, 1864 BowEN 
Logie vii, 200. ; 

Fesaun(t, -awnt, obs. forms of PHEASANT. 

Fescennine (fe'sénain), a. and sb. [ad, L. 
Fescennin-us pertaining to /escennia in Etruria, 
famous for a sort of jeering dialogues in verse.] 

A. adj. esp. in Fescennine verses. Pertaining to 
or characteristic of Fescennia; usually in a bad 


sense, licentious, obscene, scurrilous. 

z60r Hotranp Piiny I. 443 Wanton Fescennine_cere- 
monies. a@x1637 B. Jonson Underwoods (1640) 243 We.. 
dare not aske our wish in Language fescennine. 1726 
Amuerst Verrx Fil. i. (ed. 3) 1 A merry oration in the fes- 
cennine manner, 1815 Scorr Guy JZ, xxxvi, ‘To repeat a 
certain number of Fescennine verses. 1873 SyMonps G7k, 
Poets viii. 252 A rude Fescennine license. 


+B. 5d. A song or verses of a licentious or 


scurrilous character. Ods. 

1621-51 Burton Anat. Wel. 11. i. 1. i. 409 Menander..did 
..write Fescennines, Attellanes, and lascivious songs. 1660 
Jer. Taytor Duct. Dudit. u. iii. rule 5 § 1, I haue seene 
parts of Virgil changed into impure fescennines, 

Fescue (fe'skiz), sd. Forms: 4-6 festu(e, (6 
-ew, -ure, -we, 7 -er), 6 fe(e)skew, 7 fes(t)kue, 8 
fescu, 8-9 fesque, 9 dzal. vester, 6- fescue. [a. 
OF. festu (Fr. fétu) a straw:—popular L. *festi- 
cum=class. L. festica. Cf. Pr. festuc mase., fes- 
tuca, festuga fem., It. festuco masc., festuca fem, ] 

+1, A straw, rush, twig; a small piece of straw, 
a mote in the eye (with ref. to Matt. vii. 3). 
Hence, a thing of little importance. Ods. 

1377 Lanci. P. Pl. B. x. 278 Pe beem lithe in 3owre 
eyghen, And pe festu is fallen for 3oure defaute, In alle 
manere men. 1382 Wycuir Jat??. vii. 3 What seest thou 
a festu, or a litil mote, in the eije of thi brother. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 163/1 Fyschelle of fyschew, or festu, /estuca, 
1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 400b/1 He demaunded hym of the 
festue and of the beme. 1592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 54 
A pretty feate for amber, to inggle chaffe, festues or the 
like weighty burdens. 1610 Horitanp Camden's Brit, 1. 
720 Thin strawes and fescues small. ; 

2. A small stick, pin, etc. used for pointing out 
the letters to children learning to read ; a pointer. 

1513 JS. Acc. St. Fohn's Hosp., Canterb., Payd for iiij 
festewys iijd. 1533 More Answ. Poysoned Bk, Wks. 1102/1, 
I shall .. lay it afore him agayn, and sette him to it with 
a festue, that he shall not say but he saw it. 1589 NASHE 
Martins Months Minde 7 Though their fescue euen then 
pointed at Capitall letters. 1612 Two Noble K. u. ii, Ay, 
do but put A feskve in her fist. 1714 Gay What d’ye call 
zt 1. i. 8, I.. Taught him his Catechism, the Fescue held. 
1762 Foote Oratory 1. Wks. 1799 I. 197 The fescues and 
fasces, which have been. .consigned to one, or more matron 
in every village. 1825 J. Jennincs Dial. W. Eng. Gloss, 81 
Vester ..a fescue. 1876 Browninc Pacchiarotto 19 Play 
schoolmaster, point as with fescue. 

Jig. 1644 [see Ferucar]. 1648 EArt Westmrip. Ofia 
Sacra (1879)53 As Appetite, Not Reasons Fescue shall direet. 
+3. dransf. (nonce-uses.) & The shadow ona sun- 


dial. b. A plectrum for use with the harp or lyre. 

1607 W[ENTWorTH] S[mitH] Puritaine iv. 47 The feskewe 
of the Diall is vypon the Chrisse-crosse of Noone. 1616 
Cuaeman Homer's Hymn to Apollo 288 And with thy golden 


| fescue play’dst upon Thy hollow harp, 


4. More fully fescue-grass: A genus (Festuca) of 
grasses. Hard, Sheep's, Meadow Fescue: transla- 
tions of the botanical names of species, /. durins- 


cula, ovina, pratensis. . 

1794 Martyn Roussean's Bot. xiii. 138 Sheeps fescue is a 
well known grass, always to be found in sheep commons. 
Ibid. 139 Meadow Fescue, one of the best grasses for cul- 
tivation, has a culm for two feet high. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. I. 187 Fesque grass (Festuco) many species. 1813 
Str H. Davy Agric. Chem. viii. (1814) 362 Tall fescue 
grass stands highest. 1854 Hooker H/imal. ¥rnis. 11. xxiv. 
176 Short sedges and fescue-grass. 1855 Morton Cycl,. Agric. 
863/2 s.v. J’estuca, The hard fescue. 1864 TENNYSON 
Aylmer's I’, 530 Sweeping the frothfly from the fescue. 

+ Fescue,v. Ods. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vans. To direct 
or assist in reading with a fescue. 

1641 MiLton Animadv, (1851) 201 Fescu’d to a formal 
injunction of his rote-lesson. 1714 MANbEVILLE Fad, Bees 
11. (1733) 9 They..want more Fescuing and a broader Ex- 
planation. ax1749 Puiirs Odes (1807) 83 Fescu’d now 
perhaps in spelling. 


FESE. 


Frese, Fesels, var. of Frnze v. FAsEus, Ods. 
Fesician, Fesike, obs. ff. PHysictan, PHysic. 
Fesion, obs. form of PHEASANT, 


+Fess. Obs. 

1716 Lond. Gaz. No. 5439/4 A black Mare.. With a Fess 
Tail, lately dock’d. 

Fesse | (fes). Her. Also 6 fece. [a. OF. fesse 
:—L. fascda band; mod.F. has fasce ad. L.] 

1. An ordinary formed by two horizontal lines 
drawn across the middle of the field, and usually 
containing between them one third of the escut- 
cheon. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans Her. bij, All the bastardis of all cot- 
armuris shall bere a fesse. c1g00 in Q. Eliz, Acad. (1869) 98 
Pales, bendis, feces cheveronis. 1562 LricH Avworie 113 b, 
The fielde Argent, a Fesse, Azure. 1688 R. Horme dr 
moury \. ili. 34/t Fesse, Gules. 1763 Brit. Mag. 1V. 238 
Argent, on a fess, azure, three lozenges, or. 1872 Ruskin 
Eagle's N. § 235 The Fesse, a horizontal bar across the 
middle of the shield, represents the knight’s girdle. 

b. /n fesse (see quot. 1889). Party per fesse: 
(of the shield) divided by a horizontal line through 
the middle. 

1572 Bossewett Arvmorie u. 54 He beareth d’Argente, fiue 
Fusilles in Fesse Gules. 1705 Hearne Coélect. 12 Dec., 
A Book Expansed in Fesse. 1830 Rosson rit. Herald. 
III. Gloss., Hesseways or in fesse. 1889 Evin Dict, Herald. 
60 Iu Fesse, a term to express the position of charges when 
they occupy the position assigned to that ordinary. 

2. attrib, and Comd., as fesse-line ; fesse-point, 
the exact centre of the escutcheon ; + fesse-target 
(see quot. 1889). Also fesse-ways, fesse-wise 
adv.=in fesse (see FESSE I b). 

1775 Asu, *Fesse line, the line that constitutes the fesse. 
1562 Leicn Armorie 42a, The *Fesse poynt. 1864 BouTELL 
Heraldry Hist. & Pop. v.23 Vhe heraldic Cross. .is produced 
by the meeting of two vertical with two horizontal lines, 
about the Fesse point. 1586 Frerne Blaz. Gentrie 206 
Adding to the same a *fesse Target, or scutcheon of pretence. 
1889 Exvin Dict. Herald. 60 Fesse-Target, an old term for 
Escutcheon of Pretence. 1725 Coats Dict. Herald. (ed. 2) 
144 *Fesse-ways or in Fesse denotes things born after the 
Manner of a Fesse. 1830 [see xb]. 1775 Asu, */resse-qise. 
1864 Boutett Heraldry Hist. & Pop. xxi. § 11 (ed. 3) 369 
Two buckles, their tongues fesse-wise. 

Fesse 2. Ods. exc. dial. A pale blue colour. 

1577-87 Harrison England 1. vill, The floure [of the 
Saffron Crocus] beginneth to appeere of a whitish blew fesse, 
or skie colour, 1847-78 HaLLiweELL, ess..a light blue 
colour. Somerset. 

Fessel, obs. form of VESSEL. 

+Fessely, a. “er. Obs. [f. Fusse sd. + -L¥1.] 
= Party per fesse ; see FESSE 1 b. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. B iij b, Fyesly is called in armys 
iij manere weys, fesy bagy, /esy target, and _fesy generall. 
1889 Exvin Dict. Herald. 60 Messely, party per fesse. 

+ Fessey, ¢. Her. Also 5 fesy. [f. Fmssn+ 
-y.] Of a coat of arms: Containing a fesse. 

1486 [see Frssety]. 1586 Frrne Blaz. Gentrie 180 This 
Scutcheon following is also a fessey Armes. 

Fessin, Sc. form of FastEn v. 

ass2 Asp. Hamittoun Catech. (1884) 77 Samekil is the lufe 
of God and our nychbour fessinit and linkit togiddir. 

+ Fessitude. Ods. rare—°. [as if ad. L. 
*fessitiid-d, {. fessus wearied.] ~ Weariness, fatigue. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 1721-1800 in BatLey. 
-+Fe‘ssive, 2. Obs. rare. [f. L. fess-us wearied 
+-IVE.] Wearied, fatigued. 

21774 FerGusson Poens, Saturday's Exp. 136 So we, with 
fessive joints and lingering pace, Moved slowly on. 

Fessoun, obs. Sc. form of FASHION. 

1308 Dunsar Twa Mariit Wemen 189 He has a forme 
without force and fessoun. 

Fest, fest-, obs. ff. Fast, Fast-, Feast, Fist. 

|| Festa (festa). [It. festa:—L. festa (see Fuast 
gb.).| A feast, festival, holy day; also attrzd. 

1818 Suettey Left. Pr. Wks. 1888 II. 242 The day on 
which I visited it, was festa. 1868 BrowninG Ring § Bk, vu. 
966 Sure that to-morrow would be festa-day. 1886 Ruskin 
Prxterita \.391 The day it came home was a festa. 

Festal (festal),a.and sd. [a. OF. festal, festel, 
f. L. fest-wme : see Feast and -au.] A. aaj. 

1. Of or pertaining to a feast or festivity. 

1479 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 414 The festall daie of Seynt 
Mighell Tharchangell. 1740 SomErvILLE //obdinol 11. (1749) 
139 Blind British Bards .. on festal Days Shall chant this 
mournful Tale, 1838 Tuirtwai Greece II. xi. 67 She pre- 
sented herself in her festal dress, 1847 De Quincey S?. AZi2. 
Nus viii. (1853) 16 A place. .radiant with festal pleasures. 

pb. Of a person: Keeping holiday. Ofa place: 

Given up to feasting or festivity. 

1798 Sotuesy tr, Weland’s Oberon (1826) I. 15 At Bour- 
deaux’ festal town. 1801 SoutHey ZAa/laba vi. xxviii, From 
tents of revelry, From festal bowers, to solitude he ran. 
1863 HawTHorneE Our Old Home 251 The aspect of Greenwich 
park, with all those festal people wandering through it. 

2. Befitting a feast ; hence, gay, joyous. 

1749 Cuesterr. Le?z. II. cexii. 311 No warmth of festal 
mirth. 1847 Emerson Repr. fen, Shaks. Wks. (Bohn) I. 
364 He touches nothing that does not borrow health and 
longevity from his festal style. 1858 De Quincey A wtobiog. 
Sk.Wks. I, 200 The ball-room wore an elegant and festal air. 

b. quasi-adv. 

1747 Cottins Passions 87 Amid the festal sounding shades. 

B. sd. A feast, festivity, merry-making. 

1818 SHELLEY Rev. [slam v. lvi, Gore Or poison none this 
festal did pollute. 1871 B. Taytor Fazst (1875) I. m. ili. 

140 Off to the cheerful festals of the Sea ! 
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Hence Fe'stally adv., in a festal manner. 

1852 G. W. Curtis Wanderer in Syria 279 The way could 
not have been more festally adorned. 1883 STEVENSON 
Silverado Sq. (1886) 5 The chapel bell..sounded most fes- 
tally that sunny Sunday. 


+ Fe'stel. Ods. rare. Also 5 festylle. [f. fest, 
var. of Fast v. + -EL.] Something that makes fast. 

az300 £, EL. Psalter cxlix. 8. 1483 Cath. Angi. 128/2 
A Festylle, irmatorinm. 

Festement, obs. form of VESTMENT. 

+Festenance, festynens. Olds. Sc. [f. 
FASTEN v.+-ANCE.] Confinement, durance. 

1425 Sc. Acts Fas. [ (1814) u. 11/2 The schiref sal ger.. 
kep baim in festynance. 1533 BELLENDEN Livy 111. (1822) 
225, | wil kepe him in festynens. 

Fester (fe'sto1), 5d. Forms: 4-6 festre, festure, 
(5 festyre), 4- fester. [a. OF. festre (for the 
change in termination from -/e to -re cf. Fr. chapitre, 
épttve: see CHAPITLE, EPisTLE) = Pr., Sp., It. 
Jistola:-L. fistula: see Fistuia.] 

1. In early use = Fistuna ; subsequently, a rank- 
ling sore, an ulcer, In mod. use: ‘ A superficial 
suppuration resulting from irritation of the skin’ 
(Quain Dect. Med. 1882). 

a@1300 Cursor M. 11824 (Cott) Pe fester thrild his bodi 
thurgh. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R, vu. lix. (1495) 275 
To the Canker and Festure [orig. /éstudam]. [bid. xvu. xiv, 
Festre. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 89 Festre..hab wipinne 
him a calose hardnesse al aboute as it were a goos penne or 
ellisakane. Jd. 292 Pis hole is clepid a festre of pe ers. 
1547 BoorpE Brev. Health xxv. 15b, The pyles or Eme- 
rodes, Fystles, and Festures. 1607 TorseLy four-f. Beasts 
(1658) sor Sheeps wool .. mingled with Hony is very medi- 
cinable for old sores or festers, 

Jig. 1834 Lytron Pomtpeii tv. ii, Thus, in the rankling 
festers of the mind, our art is..to divert. .the pain. 

+2. A cicatrice, scar. Ods. 

14.. Mom. in Wr.-Wiilcker 708 Hee cicatrix, a festyre. 
1483 Cath, Angl. 128/2 A Fester, cicatrix. 1541 R. Copr- 
LAND Galyen's Terapeutyke 2 Hjb, Yf ye wyl bryng y°® 
vicere to a festre. 

3. [from the vb.] The action or process of causing 
a fester; =—FESTERING v0/. sd. 

1860 I. Taytor Ultimate Civilization 117 Used to the 
fester of the chain upon their necks. 

Fester (festo1), v. Forms: 5 fe(e)stryn, 
(feestern), (5 festur, feyster), 5-6 festyr, (6 
feaster), 4- fester. [f. prec. sb. ; OF. had festrir 
in similar senses. ] 

1. zztyv. Of a wound orsore: To become a fester, 


to gather or generate pus or matter, to ulcerate. 

1377 Lancv. P. Pl. B. xvi. 92 So festred ben his woundis. 
1414 Brampton Penztt, Ps. xxxv. (Percy Soc.) 18 My woundes 
festryn and rotyn with inne, 1530 Parscr. 548/2 Though 
this wounde be closed above, yet it feastreth byneth and is 
full of mater. 1635 R. Botton Comf. Aff. Conse. xvi. 315 
Draw a skinne onely over the spirituall wound whereby it 
festers and rankles underneath more dangerously. 1747 
Westey Prine. Physic (1762) 92 A Prick or cut that festers. 
1862 MerivaLe Rom. Emp. V. xiii. 205 The wound festered 
in silence and concealment. ; 

b. Of poison, an imbedded arrow, a disease: 
To envenom the surrounding parts progressively ; 
to rankle. Hence fig. of resentment, grief, etc. 

1589 R. Harvey P/. Perc. (1860) 18 His owne poison would 
haue festered in his owne flesh. @ 1639 Wotton in Redzq. 
(1651) 112 There had been ancient quarrels..which might 
perhaps lye festering in his breast. 1695 BLackmore /7, 
Arth, u1. 489 Th’ Almighty’s Arrows Fester in their Heart. 
1781 J. MoorE View Soc. It. (1790) I. xii. 132 A strong re- 
sentment..festered in the breasts of some individuals. 1869 
Lecxy £urofp, Afor. 11. v. 301 An appalling amount of moral 
evil is festering uncontrolled. 1871 Freeman Worm. Cong. 
(1876) LV. xviii. 119 The troubles of Saxony. .if they had not 
yet broken forth, were already festering in silence. 1874 
Green Short Hist. iii, § 6.145 Fever or plague..festered in 
the wretched hovels. : 

ce. To fester into: to become or pass into by 
festering, /é¢. and jig. 

c 1420 Pallad. on Hrisb, xt. 49 But kytte not to nygh, lest 
thai. .feestern into a wounde. 1777 Burke Let. Sheriffs of 
Bristol Wks. III. 141 Smitten pride smarting from its 
wounds, festers into new rancour, 1790 — /r. Rev. 212, 
I must bear with infirmities until they fester into crimes. 

2. To putrefy, rot; to become pestiferous or 
loathsome by corruption. 

140 TAVERNER List. Ester daye, Postil, The leven of 
malice roted & festred in us. 1599 SHaxs. ev. V, 1. iii. 
28 These fields : where (wretches) their poore bodies Must 
lye and fester. ¢1600 — Sov. xciv, Lillies that fester 
smell far worse then weedes. 1628 PRYNNE Ces. Cozens 70 
Their sickly Soules fester, rot and pine away. c 1820 S. 
Rocers /taly, Lake of Geneva 33 Ere long to die .. And 
fester with the vilest. 1883 Century Mag. June 218/1 The 
slimy old moat that once festered under the palisade wall. 

8. trans. To cause festering in (74, and fig.) ; to 
allow (malice) to rankle. 

1579 Lyty Exphues (Arb.) 47 All which humors are by so 
much the more easier to be purged, by how much the lesse 
they haue festred the sinewes. 1602 Marston Amtonio's 
Rev. 1. i, 1 .. festred rankling malice in my breast. 1697 
Concreve Mourn. Bride i11.vi, Remorseless chains. .festring 
thy limbs With rankling rust. 1706 Estcourt Hair Examp. 
v.i, Take heed, lest your ungentle Hand shou’d fester what 
you mean toheal. 1818 Mrs. SHELtey Fvankenst. vi, (1865) 
89 That will heal instead of festering, the wounds of our 
minds. 1850 Mrs. Browninc Prom. Bound Poems I, 148 
A terror strikes through me, And festers my soul. 

absol. a1892 GREENE Orpharion Wks. (Grosart) XII, 16 
Giuing them one day an incarnatiue to heale, and the next 
day, a contrary medicine to fester. 





FESTINATION. 


+4. =CrcatrizE 1. Obs. 
c 1440 Bone Flor. 1945 The leche had helyd hyt ovyr tyte, 
And hyt was festurd wythowte delyte. 154x R. CopLanp 
Galyen’s Terapeutyke 2 Fivb, Lykewyse in the vlceres .. 
that yt is egal to be festred [Lat. Galen Methodi Med. w.v, 
Quod zquabile est, cicatrice induci]. 
Festered (festoid), #f/. a. [f. Frster v1 + 
-ED 1.] In senses of the vb. ; 74. and jig. 
1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy u. xii, Newe made festred sores. 
1526 Pilger. Perf. \W. de W. 1531) 254 b, Vnto the openynge 
of the foresayd closed and festred woundes. a 1533 FritH 
Another Bk. agst. Rastell (1829) 220 My youth hath dis- 
closed their festered ignorance. 1602 Fursecxe 1st Pt, 
Parall, 15 Else the secrete fault was some festered and 
inueterate disease. 1671 Mitton Sasson 186 Apt words .. 
are as balm to fester’d wounds. 
Festering (fe'starin), vd/. 5d. [f. as prec. + 
-InG1.] The action of the vb. FESTER ; an instance 
of this. Also concr. a fester. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 158/2 Feestrynge of wowndys, cica- 
tricatto. 1541 R. Copranp Galyen’s Terapeutyke 2¥ j, 
Viceres that come nat to festring. 1608-11 Br. Harv 
Medit. & Vowes 11. § 4 What can ensue, but a festering of 
the part? 1804 Med. Frnl. X11. 98 It appears more like a 
common festering produced by a thorn. 
Festering (fe'storin), Af/. a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG 2.] That festers, in senses of the vb. 
1596 SPENSER /. Q, vi. vi. 5 Inward corruption and infected 
sin..And festering sore, did rankle yet within. 1654 E. 
Jounson Wond. wrkg. Provid. iii. 5 Lest from their festering 
Teeth a Gangrin grow. 1704 J. Trapp Adva-Mule wv. 1. 
1707 My festring sorrows smart. 1843 CARLYLE Past. § Pr. 
(1858) 224 Draining off the sour festering water. 1884 BisLe 
(R.V.) Zsa. i. 6 Wounds, and bruises, and festering sores. 
Festerment (fe‘stommént). [f. Fesrer v. + 
-MENT.] a. The process or state of festering. In 
quots. fig. b. dial. A rotting mass. 
1833 CHatmers Const. Man (1834) II. vii. 5 The brooding 
fountain of so many..festerments. 1845 Worth Brit. Rev. 
II. 488 The population. .have been thrown. .into the fester- 
ment of an universal discontent. 1884 Chesh. Gloss. s.v., 
A festerment 0’ weeds. 
Festerous (festaras), a. rare. 
-ous.] In a festering condition. 
1854 Syp. Dosety Balder ix. 46 His branchless trunk Rose 
festerous through the morning. 
+Fe'stial, 5d. Ods. [ad. med. L. festials (perh. 
error for festiva/is), in many MSS. of the original 
work translated by Caxton.] =FESTIVAL sd, 2. 
1483 Caxton Liber Fest. Prol., I will and pray that it be 
called a Festial [ed. 1491 festiuall], 1725 Hearne &. Brunne 
Pref. § xvii, An excellent MS. of the Book called Festival 
or Festial. — 
+ Festial, a. Obs. rare—'. [f. L. festum (see 
Feast 50.) + -(1)AL.] Pertaining to a feast. 
1737 WatTERLAND Lxcharist 461 The Feast and the Cove- 
nant were. .one federal feasting, or festial covenanting. 
+Festier. Ods. rare. Also festerie. [a. F. 
Jestiere (Cotgr.), fester (15th c.) ridge-tile, f. OF. 
Jest (mod.F. faite) ridge ofa roof.] =F Aasticium 2. 

xr60or Hotitanp Pliny II. 552 The images wherwith the 
festeries & lovers of the said church stood adorned. dz. 
553 The festiers and lanterns of temples. | 

Festike, var. of F istic, pistachio nut. 

Festilogy (festi‘l5dzi). Zccl. Antig. Also 
festology. [ad med.L. festélogium, f. L. festum 
feast, after martzlogium corrupt form of martyro- 
locitum; the word was a translation of Middle 
Irish félire.] A treatise on ecclesiastical festivals. 

1845 Petrie Round Towers 355 In the Festilogy of Aingus 
this Constantine is set down as Rex Ratheniz. 1864 Br. 
Forses in Liber Eccl. Verrenarti de Arbuthnott Pref. 73 
Some allusions in the Irish Festologies, 1867 tr. De A7on- 
talembert’s Monks of West \11. 293 Under the name of 
sanctilogy or festilogy .. this circle of biographies was the 
spiritual reading of the monks. 1882 R. C. Mactacan Scot. 
Myths 148 The Festology of Angus. 

Festin, obs. form of FESTOON. 

+Festinance. Os. rarve—°. [a. OF. festin- 
ance, ad. L. festinantia, n. of state f. festinant-em, 
pr. pple. of festimdre to hasten.] Haste, speed. 


1730-6 in Battery (folio). 1775 in Asu. 
+Festinancy. Ols. rare—'. [ad. L. festin- 
antia: see prec. and -ancy.] Haste, hurry. 
1660 Burney Kép$. Aopoy Ep. Ded., Sermons .. which .. 
come without festinancie to the Presse. 
+ Festinate, a. Obs.rvare. [ad. L. festinat-us, 
pa. pple. of festadre: see next.] Hasty, hurried. 
1605 Suaks. Lear it. vii. ro Aduice the Duke where you 
are going, to a most festinate [f7. festiuate] preparation. 
1822 Mrs. E. Natuan Langreath III. 292 [A pedantic 
speaker says :] Let me not be too festinate in hoping [etc.]. 
Hence Fe'stinately adv., hastily, speedily. 
1888 Suaxs, ZL. L. L. mt. i. 6 Bring him festinatly hither. 
Festinate (fe’stincit), v. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
Jestinare to hasten.) ta. zztr. To hasten, make 
haste (obs. vare—1). b. trans. To hasten, accelerate. 
a. 1652 F. Kirkman Clerio § Lozia 128 This fair Princess 
festinated rather to see her servant, than those. 
pb. 3812 Suetrry Let. to Ld. Ellenborough Prose Wks. 
1888 II. 383, I warn you against festinating that period. 
1812 — Let. in Hogg Lif (1858) II. iii. 100 It is possible to 
festinate, or retard, the progress of human perfectibilitys 
Festination (festing!fon). [ad. L. festina- 
tion-em, {. festinare : see FESTINATEY.] The action 
of the vb. FmstINATE; haste, speed. Obs. or arch. 
1540-1 Exyort /mage Govt. (1556) 86 To come..to Rome at 
his leisure, without festinacion or travayle. 1613-18 DANIEL 
22-2 


[f. as prec. + 


FESTINE. 


Coll. Hist. Eng. (1626) 173 The solemnity with much festina- 
tion, and little reuerence is performed, 1661 K. W. Conf. 
Charac., Colledge Butler (1860) 71 He's a .. Cervus in his 
speed and festination, 1721-1800 1n Baitry. 1822 T. Taytor 
Apuleius vit. 177 The temerity of a blind festination. 

b. spec. (Path.) Involuntary hurrying in walk- 
ing, as observed in some nervous diseases. 

1878 A. Hamitton Nerv, Dis. 407 Any attempt at loco- 
motion is attended by what has been called ‘festination’. 

+ Festin(e. Ods. [variously ad. Sp. or Fr. 
festin and It. festino: see next.] =next. 

rsz0 Sir R. WinGFIELD in St. Papers Hen. VITI, VI. 55 
3y reason of the festyne kept the Sondaye at nyght. 1670-98 
Lassets Voy. [taly 1. 137, 1 saw divers palaces of Noblemen 
upon occasion of their Festine. 1738 (G. Smiru] Curious 
Relations \. iv. 526 As the Festine would not allow to see 
him that Day, he sent him Word, that he was welcome to 
his Court. 1819 Afefrofolis I1. 85 Not to mention the 
splendid festins of our noblesse, : ’ 

+ Festino (festzno). Ods. [a. It. festino, dim. 
of festa Fast sb. Hence Fr. and Sp. festz: see 
prec.] An entertainment or feast. 

1741 H. WatroLe Lett. H. Mann (1834) 1. iii. 9 How 
excessively obliging to go to Madame Grifoni’s festino. 
1766 Srerne Let. 5 Feb. Wks, (1872) 419/1 Nothing but 
operas. .festinoes and masquerades. 1865 Lestie & TAYLOR 
Sir F. Reynolds 11. vi. roo The balls and festinos. 

attrib, 1778 SHERIDAN Camp u, ili, With festino tents 
and opera pavilions. 


Festino (festaino), Zogic. A mnemonic word, . 


representing the third mood of the second figure of 
syllogisms, in which the major premiss is a universal 
negative, the minor premiss a particular affirmative, 
and the conclusion a particular negative ; the mid- 
dle term being the predicate of both premisses. 

1551 T. Witson Logie Hjb, es. No true diuine con- 
temneth philosophie. 77z. Some Englishe preachers con- 
temne philosophie. Vo. Ergo some Englishe preachers are 
no true diuines. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamitron Logic xxii. I. 437 
Festino, in the second figure, is thus only Ferio in the first, 
with its sumption converted. 1893 W. Minto Logic 178 
Thus Festino is reduced to Ferio. 

+ Fe'stiso. Ods. rare—', 
Fetisu.] A fetish. 

1680 Morven Geog. Rect. (1685) 487 Keeping their 
Festisoes day or Sabbath on the Thursday. 

Festival (festival), a and sé. Forms: 
festivale, 5-7 festi-, festyval(l(e, (7 feastival, 
festifal), 4, 6- festival. [a. OF. festival, -vel, 
ad, med.Lat. festivalis, f. L. festivus (see FESTIVE). ] 

A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to a feast, befitting a feast-day. 

Now apprehended as the sb. used a¢¢vzb, ; hence no longer 
in predicative use. 

13.. £. £, Allit. P. B. 136 Ne no festiual frok. 1483 
Cath. Angl. 128/2 Festivalle, celeber. 1545 Jove Lap. Dan. 
vii, 108/2 How many festiuall hygh dayes to worship saints 
haue thei made themselues. ¢ 1568 Futke Answ. Chr. 
Prot. (1577) 23 Such dayes are festiuall to those Saincts, 
that [etc.]. 1595 SHaks. John iu. i. 76 This blessed day, 
Euer in France shall be kept festiuall. 1659 Hammonp Ox 
Ps, xxiii. 5 Thou entertainest me with wine and oyle in the 
most festival manner. 1774 Warton //ist. Eng. Poetry iii. 
112 Sung to the harp by the poets of Provence at festival 
solemnities. 1847 Grote Greece . xlviii. (£862) 1V. 216 
Knowing no other festival recreation. 1884 BisLe (R, V.) 
Isa. iii. 22 The festival robes and the mantles, 

+2. Glad, joyful, merry. Ods. 

1592 R. D. Hypnerotomachia 97 The aierie Teda beloved 
of the mountains, Celebrated and preserved for the festivail 
Oreades, 1651 Jer. Taytor Holy Living (1727) 220 Our 
most festival and freeer joys. c 1686 Roxb. Ball. 11. 138 
My Festival Fellows was Roisterous Boys, 

B. sé. 

1. A time of festive celebration, a festal day. 
Also occasionally, a festive celebration, merry- 
making. Also, to hold, keep, make, proclaim 
Jestival. Harvest festival; see HARvEs?, 

1589 Warner Alb. Eng. vi. xxxi. (1612) 152 There was I, 
unseene of them, the Festifal to see, 159r Suaks. 1 Hen. V/, 
1. vi. 26 Her Ashes..shall be at high Festiuals Before the 
Kings and Queenes of France. 1653 Hotcrorr Procopius 1. 
22 Those storms .. which happened about that feastival. 
1671 MiLTon Samson 1598 The morning trumpets festival 
proclam’d ‘Through each high street. 1726 AyLirrr Parergon 
472 These Holidays or Saints-Days .. were in the ancient 
Church called /estivals, 1801 Sournry Thalaba 1. xxxviii, 
Here to repair, and hold high festival. 1820 W. Irvinc 
Sketch Bk. II. 30 Of all the old festivals, that of Christmas 
awakens the..most heartfelt associations. 1822 K. Dicsy 
Broadst. Hon. (1846) 11, Tancredus 89 St. George .. his 
festival was celebrated as early as the time of Constantine, 
1832 Hr. Martineau Life in Wilds ix. 109 Children always 
ready to make a festival, 

b, A musical performance, or series of perform- 
ances, at recurring periods, mostly of three years e.g. 
the Handel Festival, the Birmingham and Nor- 
wich Festivals (see Grove Dict. Mus. s.v. Festivals). 

+ 2. The name given to a book in use before the 
Reformation, containmg an exhortation for every 
festival-day, and frequently illustrative narratives. 

1491 [see Festiat sd.] 1508 (¢7¢/e), The Festyuall, or 
Sermons on Sundays and Holidaies. 16r0 A. Cooke Pofe 
Joan in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) IV. 77 Or, if... you dare not 
read the scriptures, read your legends and festivals. 

Festival-day. [f. Frsrivan a. or sé.+Day.] 
The day on which a festival is held or kept. 

1389 in Lng. Gilds (1870) 45 On candelle..brennend euery 
festiuale dai thorow-out pe yere. 1489 Caxton Faytes of 
A. iy. xiv, 270 The festyual dayes be ordeyned for to serue 


[var. of fetisso: see 
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god onely. 1582 N. T. (Rhem.) Yo/n vii. 2 The festival 
day of the Iewes, Scenopégia, was at hand. 1623 
Cockrram, Vigil/, the eue or day before a festiuall day. 
1844 Dickens Chuzzlewit xxxiv. (1890) 431 ‘If the biler of 
this vessel was toe bust, sir.. this would be a festival day 
in the calendar of despotism.’ 

+ Festivally, adv. Obs. [f. FEstivat a. + 
-LY 2.] a. Joyously, gaily. b. Ina festival or 
holiday manner, like a festival, 

1374 Cuaucer Boeth, u. vii. 59 How a man scorned 
festiualy and myrily swiche vanite. c¢1450 Mivour Salua- 
cioux 3818 Til his hovse he broght it with alle his myght 
festivaly. 1483 Cath. Angl. 128/2 Festyually, /festine, 
solenniter, 1612 Brerewoop Lang. §& Relig. xv. 156 They 
[Grecians] solemnize Saturday..festivally. 1625 K. Lone 
tr. Barclay’s Argenis 1. iii. 155 With thee Peace festivally 
clad is come. 1662 GunninG Lent Hast 37 We [Christians] 
as festivally remembered Jesus Christ our true Passeover. 

Festive (fe'stiv), a. [ad. L. festzv-us, f. festum : 
see Feast and -1ve. Cf. F. festif.] 

1. Of or pertaining to a feast; such as befits a feast. 

1651 SHERBURNE tr. Martial’s Epigr. 1. xii, All festive jol- 
lities forbear. 1744 THomson Swz2er 400 The glad Circle 
. -yield their Souls ‘lo festive Mirth. 1791 Burke 7h. French 
Affairs Wks. 1842 I. 578 The appointment of festive anni- 
versaries. 1829 Lytton D/sowned 56 The ancinted ones were 
in purple and festive pomp. _@ 1839 Praep Poewis (1864) II. 
108 Around the festive board. 1869 BoureLt Arms & Arun. 
ii. 36 ‘he Grecian festive games. 1888 Miss A. K. Green 
Behind Closed Doors iv, A festive scene burst upon them. 

b. Mirthful, joyous, glad, cheerful. 

1774 Warton //ist. Eng. Poetry 1.1. 4/1 His vein was 
chiefly festive and satirical. 1826 Disrarti Viv. Grey v. 
xi, Her air was not festive, she seemed abstracted and dis- 
turbed, 1862 Stantey Yew. Ch. (1877) I. v. 104 The festive 
character which ran through the whole transaction. 

2. Of persons: Employed in, or fond of feasting ; 
conyivial, jovial. Of a place or season: Appro- 
priated or devoted to feasting. 

The festive season: spec.=‘ Christmas-tide’. 

1735 Nixon Zo W. Somervile in Somervile Chase, The 
festive Night awakes th’ harmonious Lay. 1770 GoLpsm. 
Des. Vill. 226 The parlour splendours of that festive place. 
180r Sourney 7halaba v1, On silken carpets sate the festive 
train. 1848 Macauray //ist¢. Eng. 1.353 The new magistrates 
. belonged to a more festive party. 1857 Wittmotr P/eas. 
Lit. xxi, 130 A short review of his friend’s festive evenings. 

Hence Fe'stively adv., in a festive manner. 

1806 Worpsw. ‘IVheve lies the Land’, Festively she 
[a ship] puts forth in trim array. 1883 2ald Mall G. 20 
Nov. 5/1 After studying his pages one may. .keep festively 
the birthdays of Fraulein Goethe’s acquaintances. 

Festivity (festi-viti). Forms: 4-6 festivite, 
(5 festyvyte, 6 feastivitie), 7 festivitie, 7- 
festivity. [a. OF. festivité, ad. L. festrvitat-ent, 
f. festivus festive.] 

1. +a. Festive quality, condition, or nature ; fit- 
ness for occasions of rejoicing; mirthfulness, cheerful 
urbanity ; also (of writing, etc.), agreeable elegance. 

1613 R. C. Vable Alph. (ed. 3), Hestiuttie, mirth, pleasant- 
nesse. 1622 S, Warp Life of Wraith in Death (1627) 108 
Soules. .adorned with white Robes, that is .. glorified with 
perfect righteousnesse, puritie.. and festiuitie. 1657 W. 
Ranp tr. Gassend?’s Life of Peiresc 11. 274 Your.. Urbanity 
and pleasant jesting has not bin by me answered and recom- 
pensed with like festivity. @1661 Futter Worthies (1840) 
II. 517 The festivity of his poems. 1681 H. More £.2xZos. 
Dan. 286 Vhe contrivance of the Prophetick Parable is of 
admirable elegancy and festivity. 

b. Rejoicing, mirth, gaiety, such as befits a feast. 

1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav. (1760) II. 139 The vintage is a 
time of general festivity. 1801 Sourney Z/alaba vi. xxiv, 
The music of festivity. 1832 G. Downes Led#. Cont. Coun- 
tries 240 The old man. .was honoured with a sort of triumph, 
succeeded by general festivity. 1884 Rita V7vienne v. iii, 
‘There were laughter and mirth and festivity in the air. 

2. A festive celebration, an occasion of feasting 
or rejoicing. In f/. Festive proceedings. 

1387 Trevisa //igdex (Rolls) VII. 119 It byfel in a festivite 
pat..o knyght offred nou3t. 1436 Po/. Poems (Rolls) 11. 197 
At his grete festivite Kynges and yerles.. were there 
presente. 1579 Furxe Refut. Rastel 798 That our 
feastiuitie may bee made in remembraunce of the reste. 
1624 GATAKER Tyansubst. 94 In his Easter-day Sermon 
turning his Speech to the Festivity itselfe. 1678 Sourn 
Serm. 11. x. 356 There happening a great and solemn festivity 
. he [David] condescends,..to beg of a rich .. man some 
small repast. 1679 Burner //ist. Nef. 11. 244 The King .. 
ordered ,. the office for his [Becket’s] festivity to be dasht 
out of all Breviaries. 1837 Dickens Pckw. ii, ‘bupman again 
expressed an earnest wish to be present at the festivity. 
1848 Lytron //arold vi. i, Several persons bustling into 
London to share in the festivities of the day. 1861 M. 
Pattison Ess, (1889) I. 45 The Great Hall, serving..as 
a banqueting-room for the oft-recurring festivities. 

Festivous (fe'stivas), a [f. L. festz-us, f. 
JSestum a feast +-0US.] = FEsTIVe in all senses. 

The older pronunc. was (festai‘vas). 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes, page-heading, Festivovs Notes 
Vpon Don Quixot. 1654 J. Speen Verses, ibid. ** 1b, A 
magick circle of Festivous wit. 1665 ManLey Grotinus’ Low 
C. Warres. 685 Superabundant and festivous Gratulations. 
1782 W. F, Martyn Geog. Mag. 1. 67 The Georgians .. on 
festivious occasions indulge in the most unbounded excess. 
1829 Scorr Anne of G. xxx, Some pretty pageant or festiv- 
ous mummery. 1865 Sfecfa/or 21 Jan. 70 ‘Thanksgiving 
Day..is not regarded as a festival, and not very festivous. 

Festology: see Frsrinocy. 

Festoon (festin), sd. Also 7 festin, 8 feston. 
[ad. Fr. feston ( =Sp. feston, Pg. festdo), ad. It. fes- 
tone ; believed to be f. festa Fast sb. ; the etymolo- 
gical sense would thus be ‘ decoration for a feast’.] 














FESTUAL. 


1, A chain or garland of flowers, leaves, etc., stis- 
pended in a curved form between two points. 

1686 AcLionsy Painting Illust. Expl. of Terms, Festoon, 
is an Ornament of Flowers, employed in Borders and 
Decorations. «1732 Gay Story of Arachne 209 Festoons of 
flow’rs inwove with ivy shine. 1754 Mrs. Detany Lx?. fo 
Mrs. Dewes 6 July, I have not yet got shells large enough 
for the festoons, 1792 A. Younc 7rvav. France 22 Here.. 
see..vines, trained in festoons, from tree to tree. 1820 W. 
Irvine Sketch Bk. 11. 368 Strings of dried apples and peaches 
hang in gay festoons along the walls. 1852 D.G. MitcHett 
Batte Summer 204 A rich festoon of nine banners. 1856 
Kane Arct. Exfil. I. x. 106 Steaks of salt junk. are. .soaked 
in festoons under the ice. 

b. transf. Something hanging in this shape. 

1841-44 Emerson Lss., Heroism Wks. (Bohn) I. 102 Thun- 
derclouds are Jove’s festoons. 1870 FE, Peacock Ralf Skirl, 
II. 8 Large festoons of blue and white ribbon. 1887 Ruskin 
Preterita 11. 398 The curved rock from which the waterfall 
leaps into its calm festoons. 

2. Archit. A carved or moulded ornament repre- 
senting this. Festoon and tassel border, in pottery: 
a band representing~ alternately festoons and a 


hanging or drooping ornament. 

1676 CoLes, Mestoon, 1682 WHELER Yourn, Greece V. 394 
We saw... an Altar or Pedestal for a Statue, with Festins 
carv’d about it. 1692 SerrLe 77inmphs Lond., An Arch, 
on which is erected the King’s-Arms in a most noble Shield, 
with Festoons of Silver on each side. 1762-71 H. WALPOLE 
Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) 11]. 291 It represents Flora.. 
and boys in aito-relievo supporting festoons. 1875 FortNuM 
Mazyolica x. 88 On which are represented. .festoons of fruit. 
1879 H. Puiturrs Motes Coins 10 The puteal which this 
coin presents has on each side a lyre suspended by a festoon, 

3. Ornith. A lobe on the cutting edge of a 


hawk’s beak. 

1855 Dattas Wat. Hist. Il. 360 The True or Noble 
Falcons, which are distinguished .. by.. a slight festoon or 
sinuosity on the lateral margins of the upper mandible. 

4. Collector’s name of a moth. 

1819 G. SAMOUELLE Entomol. Compend. 432 Apoda Tes- 
tudo, the Festoon, 

5. attrib. and Comb., as festoon-curtain,-vineyarad, 
-work. Also festoon-like, adj. 

1794 W. Fetton Carriages (1801) II. 17 To a set of 
*festoon Curtains for a Coach. 1870 Rotteston Anime’ Life 
32 In several *festoon-like coils, 1717 BerkELey Jrud. Tour 
Italy 9 June, *Festoon vineyards right and left. 1893 
Huxtey in Westm. Gaz. 29 Dec. 4/3, I was not over. 
burdened with love for such dialectic *festoon-work. 

Festoon (festzn), v. [f. prec.; Fr. has feston- 
ner] 

+1. zztr. To hang in festoons. Ods. 

1789 Mrs. Piozzt Yourn. France I. 236 With vines richly 
festooning up and down them. 

2. trans. To adorn with or as with festoons. 

1800 Moorr Axacreon xlvi. 18 Clusters ripe festoon the 
vine. 184x Emerson Naz, AZeth. Nat, Wks. (Bohn) IL. 224 
Vegetable life, which .. festoons the globe with a garland of 
grasses and vines. 1870 DisrarELi Lothar |xvi. 349 The 
arcades were festooned. 

8. To form into festoons ; to hang up in or like 


festoons. Also with 2. 

180x GasBriELLi AZyst. //ush, I. 267 The curtains..were 
festooned up with gold and silver cord. 31811 W. ‘T'aytor in 
Robberds AZem. 11. 350 We should gladly have festooned 
for you the last garlands of our hospitality. 1859 JEPHSON 
Brittany ii. 19 Curtains, which were tastefully festooned 
in graceful folds. 1872 C, Kine Mountain. Sierra Nev 
xiv. 286 Vigilance Committees..quickly began to festoon 
their. .fellow-men from tree to tree, 

4. To connect by festoons. 

1832 ‘Tennyson Dream Lair Women 70 Growths of jas- 
mine turn Their humid arms festooning tree to tree. 

Hence Festoo'ned /f/. a.; Festoo'ning v7, sé, 
and ffl. a. 

1811. Pinkerton /etyal, II. 84 Their undulating and 
festooned form. 1860 ‘TYNDALL Glac. 1. xxvii. 205 A festooned 
curtain formed entirely of minute ice crystals. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Festooned-rings, the tendinous rings of the auri- 
culo-ventricular and arterial openings in the heart, 

Festoonery (festznéri). [f. as prec, +-ERY.] 
collect. A group of objects arranged in festoons ; 
a festoon-like arrangement. 

1836 Blackw. Mag. XX XIX. 352 Everything in them so 
bent..as if conscious of .. their festoonery of silver. 1864 
Hawrnorne Grinshawe viii. (1891) 9t “he singular aspect 
of the room..the spider festoonery, and other strange 
accompaniments. 1881 Mayne Rei Yee Lances I. v. 57 
The drooping festoonery of the trees. 

Festoony (fest#ni), a. rare. [f. as prec. +-¥1.] 
Of, pertaining to, or resembling a festoon ; in quot. 
of a person: Making festoon-like movements. 

1864 Webster quoting Sir J. Herschel. 1884 BArtnc- 
Goutp Mehalah xxi. 287 The close [of her round] saw her 
thick of speech, leery of eye, festoony of walk. 

Festraw, var. form of FEASETRAW, fescue. 

+ Festry, z. Obs. [f. Fester sd.+-y1.] Full 
of festers, festering. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 341 A good oynement for to 
make clene ulcera pat ben hori & festri & polipum. 1565 
Jewrer Def. Afol. (1611) 547 Somewhat to salue a festry 
matter, ye tel vs a long tedious tale. 

+ Festual, a. Ods. [f. L. festum Fuast +-var, 


after spzritual, etc.] Festival, festal. 

1500-20 Dunsar Poets ix. 83 To keipe the festuall and 
the fasting day. 1513 DoucLas neis wv. viii. 107 With 
. -festuall burgeonis arrayit. 1846 Lanctey Pod. Verg. De 
Invent, 1. iv. 42 a, Their festuall dayes. 1616 Sir W. ALEx- 
ANDER Poem in Drummond's Wks. (1711) 1530 Happy Day, 
to which .. (the consecrated) Festual Pomp is due, 1637 


FESTUCACEOUS. 


Gittespie Eng. Pop. Cerent. ui. ii. 22 It is not necessary to 
keep any festuall day. 


+ Festuca‘ceous, 2. Ods. rare. [f. L. festic-a 
stalk +-ackous.] Stalk-like. 

1657 TomMLinson Renoz’s Disp. 361 It emitts from one 
root many. .festucaceous surcles. 


+ Festuceous, a. Ods. rare. 
-EouS.] Like a straw. 

1658 J. Rosinson Eudora u. 123 Electrick bodies, 
drawing up festuceous fragments. 

Festucine (fe'sti/soin), a. [f. as prec. + -INE.] 
a. Straw-coloured. b. (See quot. 1823.) 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend, Ef. v. iii. 237 Herein may be 
discovered a little insect of a festucine or pale green, re- 
sembling in all parts a Locust, or what we call a Grashopper. 
1823 Crass Technol. Dict., Hestucine (Min.), an epithet for 
a shivery or splintery fracture, 1874 M. Cottns Transmigr. 
III. i. 3 Her turquoise eyes suited her festucine hair. 


+ Festucous, a. Obs. [f. as prec. +-ous.] 
a. Straw-like, b. (See quot. 1656; ?a mistake.) 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psezxd. Ep. 1. iv. 81 If we speake of 
strawes or festucous divisions lightly drawen over with oyle. 
1656-81 Biounr Glossogr., Hestucous, belonging to a young 
tender sprig or stalk of a tree or herb from the root upward. 

+ Festy, v. Obs. [ad. OF. festi-er, festeter :— 
vulgar L, *festicare, f. festem FEAst sb.| =F Hast 
va in various senses. 

1382 Wycur /V7sd. viii. 9, I purposide this to bringe to 
me, to festeye with me. c1386 Cuaucer Sgr.’s 7. 337 
This Cambuscan his lordes festeying, Til that wel nigh the 
day began to spring. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Eb, 
[They] festyed and chyered their fader. 1490 — Enxeydos 
xvi. 63 Mercuryus drewe thyderwarde for to festye the sayd 
athlas. c¢1g00 AZelusine 49 They all shalbe.. wel festyed 
bothe of delycyous meetes and drynkes. 


+Fe'styfull, z. Ods. [Altered form of Fxrs- 
TIVAL; cf, FEASTFUL.] = FESTIVAL. a. 

¢ 1400 Maunbev,. (1839) xix. 208 To theise ydoles pei 3euen 
to ete at grete festyfull dayes. 1586 Sir E. Hopsy Pol. 
Disc. Truth xi. 4x Vhe festifull dayes, which many dedicate 
to Bacchus and Venus. 

+Fet, v. Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 1 fetian, 
fetiz(e)an, 3-6 fett(e, fete, 3 south. vette, 3-5 
fott(e, fot(e. 4-5 fatte, (4 fat, 5 fautt, feytte), 
3-7 fet, 9 dial. fot. La. ¢. 1 fetode, 1-6 fette, 
2 fette, fatte, featte, south. vatte, vette, vette, 
3-4 fotte, 4-7 fet. a. pple. 1 fetod, feotod, 
4-6 fett(e, 3-5 fott, 4-5 fotte, 4 fate, 6 fatt, 4-7, 
g dial. fet. [OE. fetian (also gefetian), a verb 
app. of the Teut. -éjaz class. Its affinities are ob- 
scure; possibly it is related by ablaut to OF. fet 
step, fet vessel, OHG. fazzéx (MHG. /fazzen, 
mod.G. fassei) to grasp, seize. See FETCH v. 

Afterthe OE. period chiefly used in the pa.t. and pa. pple. ; 
hence the normal form_/é¢e of the present-stem was from an 
early date commonly replaced by /e¢, fet¢(e, by assimilation 
to the more frequent forms.] 5 

A synonym of FETCH in various senses. 

1. =FETcH v. I. 

a. with obj. a person; =FETcH v. I a. 

Beowulf 2695 Wes to bure Beowulf fetod. a@1000 Cxd- 
mows Gen. 2066 (Gr.) He..heht him fetizean to sprecan 
sine. c1200 7vin. Coll. Hom. 61 Ure louerd ihesu criste 
fette adam ut of helle. 1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 9218 Pe 
bissop vette Alisandre of lincolne. a@1300 Cursor AZ. 14965 
(Gott.) Gas fet hir me. ¢1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 4872 Fete 
hir to me. ¢1325 Cover de L. 105 The kyng .. bad ‘That his 
doughter were forth fette. c¢1386 CHAUCER Sompn. T. 451 
Forth he goth.. And fat his felaw. c14z0 Chron. Vilod. 
1931 Hurre soule was fate to heuene w* angels fre. ¢ 1440 
York Myst. xx. 226 Go furthe and fette youre sone. 1519 
Four Elem. in Hazl. Dodsley I. 43, 1 will go fet hither a 
company. 1548 HaLi Chron. (1809) 665 A farre frend is not 
sone fet, 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 194 The sayd Piers was 
fet home againe. 1611 Brsie 2 Sav, x1, 27 Dauid sent, and 
fet her to his house. 1613 Witner A buses Strift u. i. Juven. 
(1633) 127 Till death doth fet yee. 

b. with a thing as obj.; =Frrcu v. 1 b. 

c1250 Gen. § Ex. 2744 He comen water to feten. 1297 
R. GLouc. (Rolls) 3073 Geans wule vette Pulke stones vor 
medicine. a@1300 Cursor JM. 12310 (Gétt.) Water fra pe 
welle to fott. ¢1374 Cuaucer Tyoylus v. 852. ‘The wyn 
men forth hym fette. c¢ 1400 Maunpey. (1839) iv. 32 Men 
comen fro fer..for to fetten of that gravelle. c1440 Gesta 
Rom. \xv, 282 (Harl. MS.) He went home, and fette a long 
rope. 1521 Bury Wills (1850) 124 For fettyng hom of lede 
--from Berwillxvjd. a1553 Upat Royster D. 1. viii. (Arb.) 
76 Shall I go fet our goose? 1560 Becon New Catech. Wks. 
1844 II. 304 Jehu .. caused .. all the images to be fet out of 
the temple of Baal. 1577 tr. Budlinger’s Decades (1592) 287 
Let a little water be fett. 1628 WitHer Brit. Remend. 1. 
349 Nought But what was fet farre off. 1865 Hartanp Lanc. 
Lyrics 76 Hesaid he’d fot it every neet. 1876 Ox/ordsh. 
Gloss, s.v. Fet, 1 ha’ bin an’ fot a bit a coal. 

2. =FETCH v. 2. 

axoo0 Prov, (Kemble) 61 (Bosw.) AZlc ydel fet unhzlo, 
1387 Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) I. 173 pei .. fette to hem grete 
strengbe. c1420 Padlad, on Husb. w. 192 Therof [water] 
uppe wol be fette By rootes. 1559 Ludlow Churchw, Acc. 
(Camden) 94 For my charges goinge to Herforde fatt be 
a sitacion. 1602 Warner 4d. Eng. 1x. li. (1612) 230 This 
Spanish Inquisition is a Trappe, so slyelie set, as into it 
Wise, Godly, Rich, by Blanchers bace are fet. 

3. =FETCH v. 5. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 83 He uatte pet he nes and nawiht 
ne lefde of pet he wes. c3205 Lay. 29673 Moni mon ea 
uztte hele. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 2499, 1 pe munt of Synai ber 
Moyses fatte hs lahe at ure lauerd. ¢1275 Lay. 6460 Pe 


[f. as prec. + 


king. .toward pan deore Pare he deap featte. c1340 Gaw. § 
Gr. Kut. 451 


‘o be grene chapel pou chose, I charge be to 
fotte, Such a dunt as pou hatz dalt. 


¢1420 Chron. Vilod. 
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2346 Crokette & maymotte fatton oe hurre hele. 1432-50 
tr, Higden (Rolls) I. 319 Pere [Colchos] Iason fette pe golden 
flees. a@1450 in Lxg. Gilds (1870) 447 At qwat place the 
bretheren..shul fetten her wax. ¢1460 Towneley Myst. 17 
Thus am I comen bofettes to fott. 

4. =Fxrrcu zv. 6, 6 b, c. 

a1300 Cursor AT. 36 (Cott.) He fettes fro be rote his kynd. 
1393 Gower Conf. I. 44 Wherof the worlde ensample fette 
May after this. c1430 Lypc. Afin. Poems (Percy Soc.) 20 
To se their kyng. . From two trewes trewly fet the lyne. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. \W. de W. 1531) 206 b, Thou shalt. .fette..thy 
confort of his blessed deth and passion. 1547 J. Harrison 
Exhort. Scottes 212 ‘To fet our examples not out of straunge 
countreys. 1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log.1. i. 4b, An argu- 
ment is either inherent or fet elsewhere. 

= FErTcH v. 7. 

1556 J. Heywoop Spider § F, xiii. t The flie..fet such a 
persing sigh, 1642 H. More Song of Soul 1. mu. lxvii, These 
two old ones their last gasp had fet. 

6. =FETCHZ. 9. 

1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 437, & verrore her wey uette To be 
kynges owe ost of France. cx1425 Seven Sag. (Percy Soc.) 
957 Che bore .. bygan tothes to wette, And to the tre byre 
he fette. 1470-85 Matory Arthurx.ii, He..fette his cours 
..hurlynge vpon sir palomydes. 1583 Gotpinc Calvin on 
Deut, xi. 61 After the people had fet a windlasse and 
trayled about the mountaine Seir. 1651 udler’s Abel 
Rediv., Tailor 177 He leap’t, and fet a frisk, or two. 

7. =FETcH v. 10 a. 

@1547 Surrey Aeneid uu. 35 They .. with that winde had 
fet the land of Grece. 1563 AZirr. Mag. Induct. Ixxi, Ina 
while we fet the shore. 

8. Idiomatically combined with advbs.: see 
Fercu v.11. Zo fet agati: to restore to conscious- 
ness. 7Zo fet i: to take in a supply of. Zo fet 
off: to ‘pick off’, kill. 

@1553 Upatt Royster D. ut. iii. (Arb.) 46, I will rubbe 
your temples, and fette you againe. 1602 Sir H. Dockwra 
Let, in Moryson /¢iz, 1. Ut. i. 259, I..fet in turffe..for 
fewell. 1603 KNoLLEs Hist, Turks (1621) 416 None..could 
stirre within shot, but he was forthwith fet off. 72d. 582 
In danger to be fet off with shot. 1635 N. R. Camden's 
Hist. Eliz, wt. xxviii,.285 Cuba .. where they fet in fresh.. 
water. 


Fet, obs. form of Fat. 


Fetch (fetf), 52.1 [f. Frrcu v.] 

1, The action of fetching, bringing from a distance, 
or reaching after; /z¢. and fig.; a long stretch, a 
far-reaching effort. Also Zo take a fetch. 

1549 CHALONER Zvrasmus on Folly N iija, To the ende he 
myght shew his learnyng to the people. .he toke a new fetche 
in his mattier. c1555 HarpsrieLp Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 
88 With all their fine long fetches and.. arguments. 1612 
SHELTON Quzx. I. 1. viii. 52 Nor did he hold the Fetch of 
Adventures to be a Labour. 1662 Granvite Loa Orient. 
Vili. (1682) 6r There being vast fetches in the divine wisdom 
which we comprehend not. 1681 — Sadducismius 1. (1726) 
450 Certainly Wit is not ..a Wild fetch. 1692 Br. Parrick 
Answ. to Touchstone 74 From that which follows, there is 
a wonderful fetch. 1831 E. Irvine Exfos. Rev. I. 354 Deep 
fetches from the secrets of God. 1855 Bain Sevses § Jud. 11. 
ii. § 14 We can..leap from one passage to another, by the 
remotest fetches. 1881 Suaire AsZ. Poetry ii, 59 What but 
a great fetch of imaginative power ? 

+b. A ‘sweep’, sweeping movement. Ods. 

1617 Hatt Quo Vadis Wks. § 16. 59 So haue we seene an 
Hauke. .after many carelesse..fetches, to towre vp vnto the 
prey intended. @1625 FrercHer Vice Valour w.i, Gave 
his cuffe With such a fetch and reach of gentrie. a@1654 
SeLtpEN Zadde-t. (Arb.) g0 Some mathematicians .. could 
with one fetch of their Pen make an exact Circle. 

2. A contrivance, dodge, stratagem, trick ; also, 
a fetch of law, policy, state, and to cast a fetch. 

¢1530 ReprorbE Play Wit § Sc. (1848) 8 Beware the fechys 
Of ‘Vediousnes. 1549-62 SteRNHOLD & H. Ps. xli. 7 And 
cast their fetches how to trap me with some mortall harme. 
1575 GrinpaL Let. to Burleigh Wks. (1843) 352 By lease or 
any other fetch of law. 1635 N. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz. 11. 
355 Lhe crafty fetches of the wilie Prince of Orange. a@1677 
Barrow Sev. (1683) IL. ix. 135 No struglings of might, no 
fetches of policy. 1718 Mreethinker No. 49. 355, I know 
the Sex too well, not to understand .. their ‘lermegant 
Fetches. 1745 P. Tuomas Frnt. Anson's Voy. 267 This 
might be another of their politick Fetches. 1762 Foote Liar 
u. Wks. 1799 I. 300 A mere fetch to favour his retreat. 1848 
Lowett Fable for Critics Poet. Wks. (1879) 135 A fetch, 
I must say, most transparent and flat. 1858 Busunexe Vaz. 
§& Supernat. xi. (1864) 365 It is no ingenious fetches of 
argument that we want. 

3. Maut. a, An act of tacking. b. (See quots.) 

a. 1555 Epren Decades 231 They remayned .. abowte that 
cape with many fetches compassyng the wynd. 1698 Fryer 
Acc. E. India & P. 5 After several Fetches to and again, 
at last they were within Call of us. 

b. 1867 Smytu Sadlor’s Word-bk., Fetch of a bay or gulf, 
the whole stretch from head to head or point to point, 
1880 TI. StrveNnson in Exncrcl. Brit. X1. 456 2 The line of 
greatest fetch or reach of open sea. 1882 /did. XIV. 615/r 
What is wanted is to ascertain in such shorter seas the 
height of waves in relation to the length of ‘fetch’ in which 
they are generated. : 

4. dial. a. An indrawn breath, a sigh. b. A 
difficulty in breathing. 

1832 W. STEPHENSON Gateshead Local Poems 18 Peggy 
said, and gave a fetch, ‘Then I’ll go and attend him’. 1876 
Whitby Gloss. s.v.,‘I have a fetch and a catch’, a stitch 
in the side. 1878 Cusmbrid. Gloss., Fetch, an indrawn breath, 

5. nonce-use. A decoy-bird. 

1624 Massincer Par. Love w. iii, This fellow .. looks as 
if he were her call, her fetch. 

+6. with adv. Fetch-aboud: a roundabout phrase, 
a circumlocution. Cf. Frercou v. 11. Ods. 

1340 CoverpaLe Fruitf Less. Pref. Wks. 1844 I. 207 
Though the grace of the Holy Ghost use not long fetches 


+ 53 Ile goe fetch thy sonnes To backe thy quarrell. 





FETCH. 


about. 1587 GoLpinc De Mornay vi, 82 After many florishes 
and fetches about, 

Fetch (fet{), 53.2 [Of obscure origin. 

Although Grose in our first quot. assigns the word to the 
north of England, there seems to be no other evidence that 
the simple sb. was ever in popular use elsewhere than in 
Ireland. The supposition that it is shortened from Frtcu- 
LIFE, Or some equivalent compound of the vb.-stem, would 
plausibly account for the sense. On the other hand, it may 
be noted that the Corpus Glossary a 800 has ‘ aecce maere’. 
As fecce seems to admit of no explanation as a Lat. word, it 
may be conjectured to be OE., and the source of the present 
sb. ; in the archetype followed fecce and mere (nightmare) 
may have been given as alternative English glosses on some 
Lat, word, and the compiler may have mistaken the former 
for a Lat. lemma.] 

1. The apparition, double, or wraith of a living 
person ; see quot. 1825. 

1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Fetch, the apparition of a person 
living. N{forth Country]. 1825 J. Banim Zales O'Hara 
Fam., The Fetches, In Ireland, ‘a fetch’ is the supernatural 
fac-simile of some individual, which comes to ensure to its 
original a happy longevity, or immediate dissolution ; if seen 
in the morning, the one event is predicted ; if in the evening, 
the other. 1830 Scorr Demzonol. vi. 177 His. .fetch or wraith, 
or double-ganger, 1862 Mary Leappeater Ann. Ballitore 
I. vi. 188 She believed she had seen his fetch as a forerunner 
of his death, 1871 Tytor Prim. Cult. 1. 408 The Earl of 
Cornwall met the fetch of his friend William Rufus. 

Jig. 1839 New Monthly Mag. LV. 342 Presentiment is the 
Fetch of danger. 

2. ? Comb. fetch-like = sense I. 

1841 S.C. Hat /reZ. I. 13 Seeing his fetch-like before me. 

+ Fetch, 5.3 Maut. Obs. var. or perversion of 
Fisu sb.2 

1670 Narsoroucu ¥rx/, in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 
113, I was much afraid that I should lose my Main-mast, it 
fetched such Way, and broke the Spikes that fastned the 
Fetches with working. 


Fetch, obs. form of Vercu. 

Fetch (fet{), v. Forms: 1 feccan, feeccan, 2 
feccean, 2-4 fec(c)hen, 3 Ov. fecchenn, 3-5 
fechchen, south. vechchen, (3 feechen, fechin, 
4 fec(c)hyn, 5 fetchyn), 4-6 fec(c)he, south. 
vecche, 4-5 fech, foc(c)he, 5-6 fac(c)h(e, south. 
vacche, (4 fochche), 3-6 fetche(n, fatche, (5 
fotche), 9 dal. fatch, vetch, Sc. fesh, 6— fetch. 
Fa. t. 3 fehte, 5 feight(e, 8 fought, Sc. fush, 
6—fetched. [OE. /ecc(e)az; according to Platt 
(Anglia VI.) and Sievers an altered form of fe¢zax 
(see Frr v.), the originally syllabic z having, it is 
supposed, become consonantal, and the resulting 
combination (ty) having developed into the closely 
resembling sound expressed by cc, ie. either the 
geminated palatal stop, or something between this 
and its mod. representative (tf). Cf. OE. orceard 
orchard from ort-geard. 

Although no other instance is known in which the change 
of zz into cc (=tf) has occurred, the correctness of the ex- 
planation is strongly supported by the fact that in OF. the 
forms with cc are confined to those parts of the vb. in which 
the regular conjugation of fe¢éaz has an 7. Thus /etzan, 
Jetie, fetiad gave place to feccan, fecce, feccad, but feta, 
Jetast, fetad remained unchanged.] 

I. 1. trans. To go in quest of, and convey or 
conduct back. ‘The first part of the notion is often 
additionally expressed by go or come. 

a. with obj. a person or animal. 

c1ooo AELERic Gen. xlii. 34 Peet ze bisne eowerne brobur 


feccon. az12z3 O. E. Chron. an, 1121 He his dohter let 
feccean. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 75 Wanne pu lest wenst 


dead cumed to fecchende be. a@1225 Ancr. KR. 368 He wule 
. .uechchen hire allunge to him to glorie buten ende. ?a@1400 
Chester Pl, (Shaks. Soc.) I. 199 Goe fourthe, pees .. And 
fatche our sonne. c¢1420 Chron. Vilod. 732 Pey wolden pt 
theffe ou3t fache. 1535 CovERDALE 1 Sav. xvil. 31 Saul .. 
caused him [Dauid] be fetched. 1588 Suaxs. 77¢. A. U. ill. 
1600 — 
A. VY. L.i. iii. 1, I wil fetch vp your Goates. 1632 J. Hay- 
warp tr. Bioudi's Eromena 104 The Frigat ..went to fetch 
her aboord. 1747 Hoapiry Susp. Husb. 1. i, The Devil 
fetch me, Child, you look’d so prettily, that [etc.]. 177 
Franxiin A xfobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 30 There were some small 
boats and we called to them to fetch us. 1845 E. Hotmrs 
Mozart 17 We are everywhere fetched .. in the carriages of 
the nobility. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. 11. 83 His 
hearers..went armed to fetch him, 


b. with obj. a thing. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxiv. 17 Ne ga he nydyr pat he 
zeniz ping on his huse fecce. c 1200 Orin 8633 He badd tatt 
3ho shollde himm pa an litell water fecchenn. c¢1z05 Lay. 
17305 Brutes..comen..to faechen pe stanes. ¢1250 Gev. 5 
£x. 2889 Hem-seluen he fetchden de chaf. ¢1340 Cursor M. 
8716 (Fairf.) He bad ga focche his brande. ¢ 1385 CHAUCER 
L.G. W. 1347 Dido, And bad hire norice.. gon To fechyn 
fyr. c1400 Destr. Trey 4099 Poterhas & Protesselon .. 
fecchid out of Philace .. fyfte shippes. ¢1460 Jowneley 
Afyst.199 A stoylle Go fotche us. cxgr1 1st Lng. Bh. Amer. 
(Arb.) Introd. 27 They can goen vnder the water & feche 
so the fysshes out of the water. 1546 Ludlow Churchw. 
Acc. (Camden) 26 A horse to fache the rope. 1610 SHAKs. 
Temp. w. i. 213, I will fetch off my bottle. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav. x. 477 Goe fetch me Wine. 1697 Damrier Vay. I 
xv. 412 Our Guide made. .signs for us to fetch. .some of our 
meat. 1722 De For ALold Flanders (1840) 46 Step and fetch 
my flute. 1809 Kenpatt 7vav. II. xlvii. 150 He had then 
gone home..to fetch a knife. 1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, The 
first cab had been fetched from the public-house. 

+e. To steal. Ods. 


1377 Lanct. ?. Pl. B. 1v. 51 Bothe my gees & my grys his 
gadelynges feccheth. 1622 Frercner Brgear’s Bush v. 1, 


FETCH. 


What’s the action we are for now? ha?.. The fetching ofa 
back of clothes or so. 

d. To fetch and carry: lit. chiefly of dogs (cf. 
Carry 2); fg. to run backwards and forwards with 
news, tales, etc. Hence (nonce-wd.) /etch-and- 
carry adj., tale-bearing. 

1591 SHAKsS. Two Gent. 11. i. 274 Her Masters-maid..hath 
more qualities then a Water-Spaniell .. Imprimis, Shee can 
fetch and carry. 1696 Lond. Gaz. No. 3229/4 A brown 
Gelding .. will fetch and carry like a Dog. 1770 Foote 
Lame Lover it. Wks. 1799 1. 80 Miss is so fond of fetching 
and carrying. . 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. //ist. (1776) V. 226 
A raven .. may be taught to fetch and carry like a spaniel. 
1818 Scorr rt. Midd. xlix, That fetch-and-carry tell-tale. 
1871 B. Taytor Faust (1875) I. xii. 145 As if nobody had 
nothing to fetch and carry, But spying all the doings of 
one’s neighbor. 

2. To cause to come, as by a summons or con- 
straining force; to succeed in bringing; to draw 
forth, elicit (¢.g. blood, tears, etc.). Now rare. 

©1374 Cuaucer Axed. §& Arc. 341 To your routh, and to 
your trouth I crye, But well away, to ferre been they to 
fetch. 1552 Hutorr, Fetche by callinge, acceso. 1553 
Bare Vocacyon in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) I. 348 They can 
fatch their frendes sowles from flaminge purgatory, 1580 
Siwney Arcadia ww. (1590) 427 Shee .. with a pitiful cry 
fetched his eyes unto her, 1596 SHaxs. Zam. Shr. Induct. 
ii. 48 Thy hounds shall..fetch shrill ecchoes from the hollow 
earth. 1621 Br. Hatt Heaven upon Earth § 4 An vnwonted 
extremitie of the blow shall fetch blood of the soule. 1622 
Sparrow Bs. Com. Prayer (1661) 119 A new Star .. fetcht 
the Sages of the East to..worship him. 1691 Ray Creation 
(1714) 228 The infant after divers times drawing fetch’d 
some milk. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 442 The way of 
fetching Fire out of Wood. 1733 Pore Zss. Man i. 222 
Fetch th’ aerial eagle to the ground, 182r Crare V7d/, 
Minsty 1.25 Sympathy would fetch the tear From each young 
list’ner. 1862 THackeray Jour Georges ii, The great bell 
fetches us into a parlor. 

b. To make (the butter) ‘come’ by churning. 

1853 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. X1V.1. 74 The old barrel-churn 
-.will fetch it [butter] in cold weather in a quarter of an 
hour. 1844 W. Barnes Poems Rural Life, Dorset Dial., 
A Witch 21 Tha cooden vetch the butter in the churn. 

e. To fetch the water, and (hence) to fetch the 
puntp : to obtain a flow of water by ‘ priming’. 

1769 Fatconer Dict, Marine (1789), Charger la ponipe, 
to fetch the pump. c¢1790 Imison Sch, Art I. 170 Water is 
commonly poured thereon down the pipe, vulgarly called 
fetching the water, 1867 SmytH Satlor’s Word-bk., Fetching 
the pump. 

+d. To restore to consciousness ; =12 b. Ods. 

1621 Lapy M.Wrotu Urania 493 She. . then fainted againe, 
and againe they fetched her. 1728 Gay Begg. Of. i. viii, Give 
her another Glass .. This, you see, fetches her. 1744 Much 
Ado in S. Fielding’s Lett. D. Simple (1752) U1. 185 She is 
coming, Madam, to herself—I believe we have fetched her. 

3. Of a commodity: To ‘bring in’, realize, sell 
for (a certain price). + Also rarely of money: To 
purchase, procure (commodities). 

1605 Bacon Adv, Learn. u. 48b, As money will fetch 
all other commodities, so this knowledge is that which 
should purchase all the rest. 1695 Locke Further 
Consid. Value of Money (ed. 2) 103 During such a state, 
Silver in the Coin will never fetch as much as the Silver in 
Bullion. 1752 Foote Tasz 1. 3 The Guido, what did that 
fetch? 1832 Hr. Martineau Homes Abroad iv. 57 His 
land..fetched 15s. an acre. 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 
358 Wretched creatures. .exposed for what little they could 
fetch in the Roman Forum. 

4. To move to interest, admiration, or goodwill 
by some happy contrivance or telling feature ; to 
attract irresistibly. Also absol. to ‘take’, attract, 
be telling or effective. Not in dignified use. 

1605 B. Jonson Vodpone t. ii, 1 apprehend What thoughts 
he has..That this would fetch you. 1607 Dekker Westw. 
Hloetu. ii, Earl, Ha! Bird. O, I thought I should fetch 
you. 1708 Mrs. Cenriivre Busie Body. i. Wks. 1872 II. 
64 If thou’rt in Love with two hundred, Gold will fetch ’em. 
1819 L. Hunt /xdicator No. 2 (1822) I. 10 A venerable piece 
of earthenware .. will fetch his imagination more than ever 
it fetched potter. 1882 Besant Add Sorts xxx, You shall.. 
come on dressed in a pink costoom, which generally fetches 
at an entertainment. 1886 J. K. Jerome /dle Thoughts 
(1889) 109 To say that the child has got its father’s nose.. 
fetches the parents, 

+5. To go and receive; to obtain, get (an object 
of pursuit) ; to ‘come by’ (one’s death). Ods. 

az1z00 Moral Ode 222 Ich elches worldes wele ber me 
mahte feche. c1200 77in. Coll. Hom.187 Manie mannisshe 
folgeden ure drihte .. sume to fechen at him here hele. 
c1z05 Lay. 6460 piderward wende pe king .. to-ward bon 
deore per he dx fahte [c1275 featte]. cx340 Gaw: § Gr. Kut. 

96 Pou schal seche me pi-self .. & foch pe such wages As 
fea deles me today. 1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. 1x. 169 If be 
deuel help ‘lo folwen after pe [Dunmow] flicche, fecche bei 
it neuere. 1489-90 Plumpton Corr. (1839) 9t Fech your 
pardon and my ladyes. @1555 Latimer Servmz. § Rez. (1845) 
179 Christ sent this man unto the priest to fetch there 
his absolution. 1656 WALLER Panegyric to Cromwell iv, 
ee seat of empire, where the Irish come .. to fetch their 

oom, 

b. collog. To obtain, ‘take out’ (a court sum- 
mons, etc.) against a person. Also Zo fetch law 
of: to bring an action against. 

1832 Examiner 412/2 They were better pleased at what 
they had done than if they had ‘fetched law’ of him. 

6. To draw, derive, ‘ borrow’ from a source, esp. 
from one more or less remote. Const. from or out 
of. Now rare. 

1552 Hutorer, Fetche out of boke, depromere, a1568 
Ascuam Scholemt, 1. (Arb.) 72 Italie now, is not .. so fitte a 
place .. for yong men..to fetch either wisedome or honestie 
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from thence, 1591 G. Frercuer Russe Commw. (Hakluyt 
Soc.) 8 The right [river] Ocka .. fetcheth his head from the 
borders of the Chrim. 1604 SHaxs, O/f., 1. ii. 21, I fetch my 
life and being, From Men of Royall Seige. 1631 WEEVER 
Anc. Fun, Mon, 277 A. fashion. .fetched from the French. 
1651 R. Cuixp in /artlib’s Legacy (1655) 11, I desire not to 
fetch Causes afar off, and to tell you of the sad Conjunctions 
of Mars and Saturn. 1655 Cutperrer AXiverins xut. i. 363 
‘The Cure of this Disease. . you must fetch. . from the Chapter 
treating thereof. 31712 Appison Sfect. No. 321 P 13 He 
fetched this beautiful Circumstance from the Iliad. 1806-7 
J. Beresrorn Aliseries Hum. Life (1826) v. Concl., To fetch 
a parallel case out of Roman history. 1871 R. H. Hurron 
Ess, (1877) 1. 37 A so-called ‘ equivalent’ for concrete fact. . 
has..been fetched out of actual existence. 

+b. To derive as from a cause or origin; to 
infer (an argument, conclusion), Ods. 

1567 Marcet Gr. Forest 27 The thirde difference is fetched 
from their tast or sauor. 1625 Burces Pers. Tithes 2 Nor 
to fetch any Argument from that Tenet to proue the point 
in hand. 1662 STiLLINGFL. Orig. Sac. 1. iil. § 3 That they 
were the more Eastern Chaldzans. .Scaliger..fetcheth from 
the signification of the word, 1668 CuLrerrer & COLE 
Barthol. Anat. 1. ix. 20 From the indignation [of the Py- 
lorus] he fetshes the cause of the Palsie. 1691 Ray Creation 
(1701) 251 Some fetch an Argument of Providence from the 
variety of Lineaments in the Faces of Men. 

+e. To deduce (the origin of); to derive (a 
pedigree, etc.). Zo fetch far or higher: to find 
a distant or higher origin for. Also abso. Obs. 

1553 Bate Vocacyon in Hart. Misc. (Malh.) I. 355 ‘To 
fatch this thinge from the first foundacion. 1577 B. GooGr 
Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 4b, As farre as I can fetche my 
petigree, all my Auncestours were occupiers ef husbandry. 
1581 Petrie Gvazzo's Civ. Conv. i. (1586) 99 b, By the example 
of Lysimachus.. Yea, and without fetching so farre, wee see 
[etc.]. 1635 N. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz, it, 113 Touching 
this Rebellion (to fetch the matter a little higher), 1662 
SrituincFL. Orig. Sacr. 1. i. §11 Many great Families .. 
fetched their pedegree from the Gods, 

+d. To derive (a word) etymologically. Ods. 

1605 R. Carew in Lett, Lit, Mex (Camden) too Some 
[words] are directlie fetched from the latine. 16053 CAMDEN 
Renz. (1637) 75, Lrather would fetch Hoed from Helius, 1680 
Morven Geog. Rect. (1685) 43 The more Iudicious fetch their 
Name from the Bay..called by Mela, Sinus Codanus, 

7. To draw, get, take (breath, +a breathing); 
now varé. Hence by extension, To heave (a sigh) ; 
to utter (a groan, scream) ; to drain (a draught). 

1ss2 Hutoet, Fetche breath or winde, frosfiro. 1565 
Coorer Thesaurus, Asthma, a disease, when .. a man can 
hardely fetch his breathe. 1580 Stipney Avcadia ut. (1590) 
276 Dameetas .. had fetched many a sower breathed sigh, 
1607 TorseLt Mour-f. Beasts (1658) 293 The Horse will .. 
fetch his breath short. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Evo- 
mena 106 The sicke woman. .(fetching a deepe sigh) return’d 
her this answer. 1691 G. EmILiaANNE Observations 248 They 
drink in good earnest, and fetch the greatest Draughts they 
can. 1707 J. Stevens tr. Quevedo’s Cont. Whs. (1709) 53 
Fetching such dreadful Groans. 1735 Lp. G. LyrrLeton 
Lett. fr. a Persian (1744) 132 She fetched a Scream. 1748 
J. Mason Zlocut. 24 You are not to fetch your Breath.. 
till you come to the Period. 1802 T. Beppors //ygé7a vii. 
62 The child .. was still fetching deep sobs. 1840 DickENs 
Barn, Rudge xxii, ‘ Very good’, said Mr. Tappertit, fetching 
a long breath. 1875 Howxiis Foregone Concl. 145 The 
young girl. .fetched a long sigh. 


b. absol. (See quot.) 

1855 Rosinson Whitby Gloss., To Fetch, painfully to draw 
in the breath. ‘ 

8. To deal, strike (a blow); to make (a stroke). 
Now chiefly collog. | To fetch a fetch: to try a 
stratagem. 

13.. Z. E. Allit. P. A. 1157 No-byng my3t me dere To 
fech me bur & take me halte. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Fas. [ 
Scot, iii, He false traytour .. To get the crowne, began 
to fetch a fetch. 1611 Biste Devt. xix. 5 His hand fetcheth 
astroke with the axe. 1664 E. BusHNELL Compl. Shipwright 
68 To fetch a stroake with the Oares. 1678 BunyAN Pile7, 
1. 72 Apollyon was fetching of his last blow. 1865 Punch 
XLIX. 228 Fetch ’im [a donkey] a good whack ’ith your 
rumbereller! 1888 Sheffield Gloss. s.v., I'll fetch thee a 
nope [knock]. 

+b. Hence, To‘ have at’, reach, strike (a person). 

1556 J. Hreywoop Spider & FF. lvii. Bbjb, Vew yonder 
copweb castell .. Behold .. How thordinance lieth: flies fer 
and nere to fach, 1608 SHaxs. Per. 11. i. 17 I'll fetch thee 
with a wannion, 1625 Bacon /ss., Vicissitude (Arb.) 575 
The Conditions of Weapons, and their Improuement are; 
First, the Fetching a farre of. 

9. To make or perform (a movement); to take 
(a walk, run, leap, etc.). Ofa river; To make (a 
turn, winding, etc.). Obs. exc. arch. 

1530 Patscr. 548/2, I fetche a gambolde or a fryske in 
daunsyng. 1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. v.i. 73 Colts, Fetching 
mad bounds. 160r Hotianp Péiny I. 108 The riuer..fetcheth 
such windings to and fro. 1611 Beaum. & Fx. M/aid’s Trag. 
ul. i, She..did fetch so still a sleep. 1632 Lirncow 7vav. 
v. 205, I would often fetch a walke, to stretch my legs. 1669 
DrypEen Vyrannic Love ww. ii, Some faint Pilgrim .. re- 
solv’d to fetch his leap.. Runs to the Bank. 1700 Con- 
GREVE Way of World w. iv, lf so be that I might not be 
troublesome, I would have fought a walk with you. 1758 
Mrs. Detany Awtodiog. (1861) III. 508 According to the 
country phrase, yesterday Sally and I ‘fetched a charming 
walk’, 1759 B. Martin Wat. Hist. Eng. I. 213 The River 
fetches a large Winding. 1762 STtERNE 77. Shandy V. xxix, 
Suddenly. .he fetched a gambol upon one foot. 1795 Femina 
I. 105 They are all..gone to fetch an airing. 1829 SourHEy 
Corr. with C, Bowles (1881) 181, I shall. .in vulgar English, 
fetch a walk, 1859 THackeray Virgin. (1879) I. 364 Mr. 
Warrington. .was gone to fetch a walk in the moonlight. 


b. Phrases. + Zo fetch one’s birr, course, feeze 
(see Brrr 2, CouRSE sd, 11, FEEZE sb. 1 b); 40 
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Jetch a circuit: see Circuit 3d; ¢o felch a 


compass: see COMPASS sd. 11 d. 

1535 [see Compass sd. 11d]. 1547 J. Harrison E-xhort. 
Scottes 213 As one that intendeth to make a greate lepe, 
I muste .. ronne back to fetche my course. 1547, 155 [see 
Circurr 3d]. 1552 Hutoet, Fetche a compasse in speakinge, 
ambagio. 1621 Burton Anat. Med. u. ii. 1, A long-winged 
hawk .. mounts aloft and..fetcheth many a circuit in the 
air. 1653 Mitton Wirelings Wks. (1851) 384 Train’d up .. 
by the Scripture .. without fetching the compass of other 
Arts and Sciences. 1722 Dre For Plague (1754) 147 Leaving 
Stepney, they fetched along Compass. /éid. 16 My Brother 
..fetch'd a Round farther into Buckinghamshire, 1814 
Scorr Wav. lxii, He fetched a large circuit..avoiding the 
hamlet. 1837, a 1847 [see Compass sé. 11d]. 1859 TENNENT 
Ceylon II. vii. iv. 350 It is .. necessary to fetch a circuit of 
many miles. 1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 907/1 He had 
fetched a compass of the whole [isle]. 3 

10. Nauz. (see also branch II). a. To arrive at, 
come to, reach; to come up with (a vessel). 

1556 W. Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 98 It was the 
14 day of October before we could fetch Dartmouth, 169 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2888/3 After the Enemy had fetched them 
{ships]. 1748 Anson's Voy. u. ii. 129 The Gloucester. .spent 
a month in her endeavours to fetch the bay. 1795 NELSON 
in Nicolas Désf. (1845) Il. 13 We could have fetched the 
Sans Culotte. 1835 Marryat Fac. Faith. viii, You'll not 
fetch the bridges this tide. 1880 Mrs. Parr Adam § Eve v. 
69 A poor nigger-black, who never fetched the shore alive. 

transf, and fig. 1637 Rutuerrorp Lefé. (1862) I. 212, 
I know that. .ye intend to fetch heaven. .and to take it with 
the wind on your face. 1667 Mitton ?. L. vitt. 137 If Earth 
industrious of her self fetch Day Travelling East. 

b. To get into (the wake of a vessel); to get 
into the course or current of (the wind). ? Ods. 

1630 2. Fohnson's Kingd. & Commw. 239 Outward they 
touch to take in fresh water, and fetch the wind. 1669 
Strurmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 19 The Chase is about, come 
fetch her wack. 1671 R. Bonun Wind 90 ‘They should make 
a circuit without the Tropicks, to fetch their Western Winds. 
1748 Anson's Voy. ul. viii. 377 Little more than a league 
distant from the galeon, and could fetch her wake. 

ce. To fetch headway or sternway; ‘said of a 
vessel gathering motion ahead or astern’ (Adm. 
Smyth). 

d. Zo fetch way: to moye or shift (from the 


proper place); to break loose. Cf. 13. 

1670 Narsoroucu Fru. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 
113 My Main-mast .. fetched such Way. 1769 FALCONER 
Dict. Marine (1789), The mast fetches way. 1800 Naval 
Chron. 1V.55 A shot has fetched way in the gun, 1840 
Marryat Poor Yack xxiii, The upper part of the cargo 
fetched way a little, for it was loosely stowed. 1867 SMyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., To fetch way: said of a gun or anything 
which escapes from its place by the vessel’s motion at sea. 

e, intr. To take a course; to reach a specified 
position, bring one’s vessel up. 

1586 MartoweE ist Pt. Tamburé. m. iii. 256 The Persian 
fleet and men of war.. Have fetched about the Indian conti- 
nent. 1669 Narsoroucu Frxd. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. 
(1711) 8 Two points of land by which a man may fetch into 
any part of the Bay. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) V. 1811 We 
stood over to Cape Elizabeth, under which we fetched at 
about five in the afternoon. 1836 Marryat Afidsh. Easy 
xiii, He .. tacked in shore, and fetched well to windward of 
the low point. 1839 — Phant. Ship xix, The Dort..tacked, 
and fetched alongside of the frigate. 1883 J. D. J. Ketty 
in Harper's Mag. Aug. 447/2 A boat..with ability to fetch 
to windward, 

+h Zo fetch of, upon: to gain upon. Ods. 

1659 D. Pety /zf7, Sea 312 Our ships .. fetching abun- 
dantly of them. 1693 Lond. Gaz. No. 2888/2 The Admiral 
. of the Blue. .fetching very fast upon us. 

II. Idiomatically combined with advs. (For 
non-specialized comb., see the simple senses and 
the adys.) 

+11. Fetch about. a. trans. In sense 9, 9 b, 
To fetch about a compass, to fetch a way about. 
Hence with ellipsis of object: To take a round- 
about course or method, + Also vef. in same sense. 

1551 Rosinson More's Utop. uu. (Arb.) 72 Which fetcheth 
about a circuite or compasse of v.c. miles. ¢1585 R. BRowNE 
Answ. Cartwright 6 What neede hee haue fetched about 
and made suche adoo. 1595 Suaks. Yohn iv. ii. 24 Like 
a shifted winde ynto a saile, It makes the course of thoughts 
to fetch about. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. i. i, You 
fetch about well, but lets talke in present. 1625 Bacon 
Ess., Cunning (Arb.) 441 It is strange, how .. farre about 
they will fetch. 1650 W. Broucn Sacr. Princ. (1659) 
551 Tacking and fetching yourselves about as the wind 
serves, 1825 Mrs. SHERWOOD Voung Forester in Houlston 
Tracts I, 1. 5 Fetching a way about, in order that his 
brothers might not trace his steps, 

b. To swing round (the arm, a weapon) so as 
to gather impetus for a stroke, Also zzé. for refl. 

1609 Biste (Douay) 1 Kings xvii. 49 Fetching it [the sling] 
about [he] stroke the Philistian in the forehead. 1674 N. 
Farrrax Bulk § Selv, 122 To gather strength enough (as 
the arm does by fetching about). 

+e. To contrive, devise, plan. Ods. 

1611 Bisre 2 Saw, xiv. 20 To fetch about this forme of 
speech. 1667 H. More Div. Dial, 1. xxvii. (1713) 56 This 
is cunningly fetch’d about. 

2, Fetch again. +a. ¢vans. To take or get 
back ; to recoup, make good. Oés, 

1535 CoveRDALE 2 Savz, vill. 3 He wente to fetch his power 
agayne, 1614 Br. Hari Recoll. Treat. 917 When God had 
fetcht againe all the life which he had given. 1617 Hirron 
Wks. (1619-20) II. 25x To fetch againe those losses which 
he hath receyued. 

b. To revive, restore to consciousness. Ods. 

1601 Br. W. Bartow Ser. Paules Crosse 49 To fetch her 
againe, 1626 Bacon Sylva § 694 (1627) 174 For smells, wee 
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see their great and sudden Effect in fetching Men again, 
when they swoune. 1669 Bunyan Holy Citie 252 Revivings, 
that, (like Aquavitz) do fetch again, and chear up the soul. 

13. Fetch away. zur. To move or shift from 


its proper place ; to get loose. Cf 10d. 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789), Chock, a.. wedge 
used to confine a cask .. to prevent it from fetching away 
when the ship is in motion. 1808 Sporting Mag. XXX. 123 
We fetch away, and are tossed to the farthest side of the 
cabin. 1853 KANE Grinnell xf. xx. (1856) 152 Even anchors 
and quarter-boats, have ‘ fetched away’. 1890 W.C. RussELt 
Ocean Trag. 11. xxi. 182 Every.. article on the breakfast 
table fetching away with a hideous crash. 

14. Fetch down. trans. =bring down (BRING 
v. 18), but more colloquial and expressive of 
vigorous action. a. To bring to the ground by a 
shot or a blow. b. To force down (prices, etc.). 

1705 BosmAN Guinea (1721) 298 This vast Qumber of Shot 
«.were not sufficient to fetch him [Elephant] down. 1726 
Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 155, 1 levell’d all at Hamet, and. .had 
the good Fortune to fetch him down. 1801 WinpHAm Sf. 
(z812) II, 30 There were but few whom they were able to 
fetch down at a blow. 1841 R. B. Peake Court & City 1. 
iii, The late war has fetched down the price of women. 
1879 R. H. Evtior Written on Foreheads 1. 7 Fetching 
down the young rooks from the tree tops. 

15. Fetch in. +a. /vans. To gain for an ad- 


herent. Ods. 

1614 Be. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 248 All the powers and craft 
of hell cannot fetch him in for a customer to evill, 1647-8 
CorrerELL Davila’s Hist. Fr. (1678) 13 Like artifices were 
used to fetch in the rest. 

+b. To close in upon, surround; to enclose, 
take in. Also to include (in one’s voyage). 

1563 GoLpING Czsar (1565) 68 They fetched in on euery 
ee and slew those that stoode in good hope..of wynning 
theyr Campe. 1594 BLunpEvit /-verc. v. (ed. 7) 565 He.. 
turning to the South, did fetch in all the Sea-Coasts untill 
he came to Capo Razo. 1670-98 Lassets Voy. Italy 1. 65 
A cage of Iron.,so high that it fetcheth in a world of 
Laurel, 

+e. To ‘take in’; cheat. Ods. 

1592 GreENE Ufst. Courtier in Harl, Misc. (Malh.) II. 
242 They were all fethered of one winge to fetch in young 
gentlemen. 1612 RowLtanps More Knaues Yet? 33 Who 
will be drawne at Dice and Cards to play..And be fetch’d 
in for all that’s in his purse ? 


16. Fetch off.- a. To bring out of a difficulty ; 


to deliver, rescue. Cf. bring off. Obs. 

1648 Jenkyn Blind Guide i. 16 ‘This hereticall and redicu- 
lous soul fetcheth off himself thus. 1650 R. SrapyL_ton 
Strada’s Low-C. Warres 11. 62 The whole Market-place.. 
strove to fetch off the prisoners. 

+b. To ‘do’ or ‘do for’; to get the better of; 


to make an end of. Oés. 

1597 Suaxs, 2 Hen. JV, 1. ii. 324 As I returne, I will fetch 
off these lustices. 1613 Molorious Cousnages of F. & A. 
West vi, She hath fetcht off Usurers and Misers, as finely 
as they fetch off young heires. 1618 in Gutch Co//, Cur. 
II. 423 My Lord of Essex was fetcht off bya trick. 1633 
Br, Hari Occas. Medit. \xxvii. 190 What fine devises .. to 
fetch off lives. 1653 H. More Antid. Ath, ut, xi. (1712) 122 
We may add a third [Question], which may haply fetch off 
the other two. 

+e. To drain, drink off (a draught). Cf. 7. Ods. 

1657 W. Ranp tr. Gassendi’s Life of Petresc u. 99 He 
fetcht off the Lusty Bowle of wine, -/ézd. 11. 137 Novellius 
Torquatus..is reported to have fetcht off at one draught.. 
three Congii or Roman Gallons of wine. 


17. Fetch out. To draw forth; to bring into 


clearness ; to develop and display. 

1644 Mitton Zduc., These ways..if there were any Secret 
excellence among them would fetch it out, 171r AppISON 
Spect. No. 215 P 1 Marble... shews none of its inherent 
Beauties, till the Skill of the Polisher fetches out the Colours. 
1847 L. Hunt Yar Honey x. (1848) 134 It fetches out., 
the most beautiful strength of the human heart, 

18. Fetch over. a. ¢vans. To succeed in 


delivering (a blow). Ods. 

a 1640 J. BALL Answ. to Can 1, (1642) 119 He might fetch 

over a sure blow upon us. 
+b. To get the better of. Obs. 

c¢1600 Day Beg. Bednall Gr. ui. ii. (1881) 35 "Tis he that 
I fetch’d over for the sattin suite and left him in pawn for 
the reckoning. 1680 R. L’Esrrance Collog. Erasm. 199 
They have fetch’d me over many and many a time. 

+e. To go over; to repeat. Obs. 

1642 RoGers Naaman 606 What might be the cause why 
Isaac fetcht over the blessing the second time. 

19. Fetch up. +a. ¢vavs. To bring toa higher 
level or position; to elevate, raise. Ods. 

1606 SHaks. Axt. §& CZ. Iv. xv. 35 The strong wing’d 
Mercury should fetch thee vp, And set thee by Ioves side. 
1607-12 Bacon Ess., Seeming Wise (Arb.) 216 Hee fetched 
one of his browes vp to his forehead. 1703 Appison /taly 
(J.), Any of those arts..may ke fetched up to its perfection 
in ten.. years, 1711 — Sfect. No. 119 3 They have.. 
fetched themselves up to the Fashion of the polite World. 

b. To vomit. Also of a medicine, etc.: To 


promote expectoration of. Cf. brzng wp. 

1599 H. Burres Dyets drie Dinner N iijb, Butter .. 
fetcheth up fleame cloddered about the breast and lungs. 
1622 Massincer Virg. Mart, v. i, Fetch up What thou 
hast swallowed. . 

e. To recall (to the mind) ; to bring to light. 

1614 Br. Hay Recoll. Treat. 454 To fetch up olde wordes 
from forgetfulnesse. 1817 CHALMERS Astron. Disc. iv. (1852) 
93 The knowledge .. he cannot fetch up himself from the 
obscurity of this wondrous..scene, 

+d. To rouse or stir up (a horse). Ods. 

1565 Cooper Thesaurus s.v. Equus, To fetch vp with the 

spurre, 1573 in Baret A/v. F gor, 














175 


+e. To overthrow, ‘trip up’. Obs, 

1615 T. Apams Sfir. Nauig. 43 The strongest Sampson 
has been fetched up by this wrastler. 

f. To make up (lee way, lost ground, time, etc.). 

1665 J. Witson Prozectors 1. Dram. Wks. (1874) 227, I shall 
have the custody of the parish stock. If that will serve 
you, command it; we shall be able, I hope, to fetch it up 
again before my time be out, 1709 STANHOPE Paraphr. 
IV. 122 Penitents..will..fetch up the ‘Time they have lost. 
1741 RicHarpson Pamela (1824) I. 122 Mrs. Jewkes lies 
snoring in bed, fetching up her last night’s disturbance. 
1794 ‘1. JEFFERSON Wit. (1859) LV. 112 The time is coming 
when we shall fetch up the lee-way of our vessel. 1825 
Thomas Brown in Houlston Tracts 1. xvi. 3 Thomas did 
not mind playing a day or two in the week, for .. he knew 
he could easily fetch it up again. 1846 Yrv/. R. Agric. Soc. 
VII. 11. 686 [They] have much lee way to fetch up. 

+g. To come up with, overtake. Ods, 

@ 1622 R. Hawkins Voy..S. Sea (1847) 179 Being out of hope 
to fetch up this shippe. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 14 
The Moon must go longer 2 days .. before she can fetch up 
the Sun, to come into Conjunction with her. 1692 R. 
L’EstranceE fables cxxxiii, Says he [the Hare], I can fetch 
up the Tortoise when I please. 1751 Pattock P. Wilkins 
I. v. 45 We fetched her up, and. .fired a shot. 

h. Naut. To come or get to (a place) ; to reach; 
to come in sight of; (also Zo fetch up the sight 


of ) to sail along. ? Ods. 

1856 W. Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 108 It is hard to 
fetch upp a towne here if a shippe ouer shoote it. 1632 
Litucow Trav. 11. 96 As we fetched up the sight of Nicasia. 
Tbid. vy, 181 We fetched up the coast of Cylicia, Jézd. 1x, 
398 We fetched up the little Ile of Strombolo. 

i, zntr. for ref. To come to a stand; to ‘pull 
up’; to stop. 

1858 HawtHorne Fx. & Tt. Yrnls. V. 705 When in quest 
of any particular point, are likely enough to fetch up at 
some other. 

Fetch-, the vb.-stem in comb. with ady., as 
fetch-after, see quot. 1888; with sd. as ody. 
+ fetch-fire attrib.; fetch-water, a water-carrier. 

1598 CHAPMAN J/iad vi. 495 But spin the Greek wives’ 
webs of task, and their fetch-water be. 1784 Unfortunate 
Sensibility II. 10 In a country-town a much less change 
would have been a sufficient topic for a fetch-fire gossip, or 
a bake-house conversation. 1888 Lancet 30 June 1308 The 
forms of caterpillar known .. popularly .. as ‘fetch-afters ’, 
from their mode of progression. 


Fetch-candle, =Frrcu-.icur. 

1852 H. Wepcwoop in J. & Q. 1st Ser. VI. 17 The super- 
stition..in Pembrokeshire appears in the shape of the fetch- 
candle. (In mod. Dicts.) 


Fetched (fet/t), #7. a. [f. Fercn v.+-ED!,] 
Only in combs., as DEEP-FETCHED, FAR-FETCHED. 
Fetcher (fe'tfor). [f. Ferca v.+-zr1.] 

1, One who or that which fetches, in various 
senses of the verb. Also in phrase fetcher and 


carrier, and in comb., as water-fetcher, etc. 

1552 Hutoet, Fetcher of water. Aguarius. 1580 HoLty- 
BAND Treas. Fr. Tong, Faiseur de soubresaults, a fetcher of 
gamboldes, a tumbler. 1601 WEEVER Mirr. Mart. B vij, 
The fetcher of Euridice from hell. 1751 Gray Ws, (1825) 
II. 161 You will take me for a mere poet and a fetcher and 
carrier of sing-song. @1863 THAcKERAy M77. §& Mrs. Berry 
ii, The poor fellow has been employed..in the same office 
of fetcher and carrier. 1877 KincLakE Crimea VI. vi. 97 
The wood and the water fetchers went out. 

+b. spec. (see quot. 1890). Obs. 

1890 P. H. Brown George Buchanan ii. 27 Lads pro- 
ceeding to Cambridge from the remoter districts went in 
a body under a ‘fetcher’. 1892 Q. Kev. Jan. 24 ‘he 
students .. were collected by ‘fetchers’ brought to 
Oxford, &c, ; 

2. With advbs., as fetcher 71. 

161x CuapMaN //iad i. 167 Of fight (the fetcher in of this) 
My hands haue most share. 1660 Howe t, Fetcher in, 
anieneur. 


Fetching (fetfin), v7. 5d. [f. Frvonv. + -1ne 1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FrrcH in various senses. 
+ Fetching of boards; =tacking: see BoaRD sé. 15. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Troylus vy. 890 Swich wreche on hem, for 
fecchyng of Eleyne, Ther shal ben take. 1464 Nottingham 
Rec. U1. 377 For fecchyng of money at Retforde by ij tymes. 
1881 Mutcaster Posztions xx. (1887) 84 To procure easie 
fetching of ones breath, it is verie soueraine. 1622 Mappe 
tr. Aleman's Guzman ad’ Alf. \. ut. v. 216 Let me liue..in 
a spacious Countrey..where there is few fetching of boords. 
1672 Petry Pol. Anat. (1691) 76 Fuel costs nothing but 
fetching. 1727 De For Syst. Magic v. iii. 89 To give them 
Job’s goods merely for fetching. 1882 Miss Brappon J/?. 
Royal I. ii. 57, I hate such fetching and carrying. 1884 
H,. M. Leatues Notes Nat. Hist. 110 Their [dogs’] natural 
propensities for hunting, watching, and fetching. 

2. With agazz, up, etc. : see adv. combs. of verb. 

1813 Morr in Grafton Chrox. II. 770 Vhe fetching forth of 
this noble man to his honour and welth. 1617 Hieron Ws. 
II. 252 The reuiuing and fetching againe of a decayed 
Christian! 1633 Br. Hatt Occas. Medit. (1851) 205 ‘The 
fetching up my soul from this vale of misery and tears. 
1673 Penn Chr. a Quaker xxii. 588 It is not Fetching 
in this Thought .. that gives Right Peace. 

Fetching (fe't{in), 7/7. a. [f. Feron v. + -1Inc?.] 

+1. That contrives, plans, schemes; crafty, de- 
signing. Ods. 

1581 Pettis Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 97 b, Such 
fetching heads .. consume themselves in a manner awaie, 
in devising new kindes of extortion. 1583 Foxe A. § J. 
(ed. 4) 575/t What cannot the fetchyng practise of the 
Romish Prelates bring about? : 

2. Alluring, fascinating, pleasing, ‘ taking ’. 

1880 Mrs. Forrester Roy & V. I. 284 There is nothing.. 
so fetching as a beautiful voice. 188x Miss Brappon Asf/. 
xxvii. 297 ‘What a fetching get-up, said Edgar, 189 








FETIAL. 


Athenzum 21 Nov. 685/2 The imitation from Wordsworth 
is particularly ‘ fetching’. 

Hence Fe‘tchingly adv. 

1889 Cath. News 3 Aug. 5/1 She was fetchingly attired. 

+ Fetch-life. Ols. rare-1. In quot. -liefe. 
[? f. Fercu vd. + Lire.] ? A messenger sent to 
‘fetch’ the soul of a dying person. 

1583 STANYHURST ve7/s Iv. 486 (Arb.) rrr On thee turrets 
the skrich howle, lyke fetchliefe ysetled, Her burial roundel 
doth ruck. _— 

Fetch-light. [Of uncertain formation; perh. 
f. Ferou sd.4, if that be an old word. But it may 
be f. FErcH v., as the ‘ corpse-candle’ is supposed 
to be a light sent to ‘ fetch’ the doomed person.] 

A name given (app. in South Wales) to the 
‘ corpse-candle’ (Welsh canwyl/ corff), a spectral 
light supposed to be seen before a person’s death 
travelling from his house to his grave. 

1692 Athenian Mercury V1. vi. 1/1 Before the Death of 
any person in the Family, there is an Appearance vulgarly 
called a Fetch-light. 

+ Fetchling, var. of Vercuitine Obs. 

1651 R. Cuitp in Hartlib’s Legacy (1755) 1 Saint Foine, 
called by Parkinson. .Medick Fetchling. 

Féte (ft, fzit), sd. [a. F. féfe: see Frast 5d.] 

1. A festival, an entertainment on a large scale. 

1754 H. Wacroce Lett. (1857) II. 308 The great féte at 
St. Cloud. 1779 SHERIDAN Critic ut. Wks. 1873 II. 184, 
I suppose Thames .. to compliment Britannia with a féte in 
honour of the victory. 1818 Byron J/azefpa iv, He gave 
prodigious fétes. a 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) I. 212 Titled 
dames gave fétes upon the water. 1849 THACKERAY Pen- 
dennis 1, The guests at my Lord So-and-so’s féte, 

2. The festival of the saint after whom a person 
is named; in Roman Catholic countries observed 
as the birthday is in England. 

1840 THACKERAY Paris Sk.-bk. (1869) 143 It is the féte of 
little Jacob yonder, whose brothers and sisters have all come 
from their schools to dance at his birthday. 1877 [see 3]. 

3, attrib.,as féte-day ; also féte-contractor, one 
who contracts to provide a féte or entertainment. 

1817 J. Scorr Paris Revisit. (ed. 4) 270 The towns of 
France have all their particular féte days. 1877 J.T. Fretps 
Underbrush (1881) 224 A Councillor of the Parliament, sent 
her on her féte-day, a bouquet. 1885 Masri CoLLins 
Prettiest Wonian viii, Life was like one long féte day. 
1886 York Herald 7 Aug. 2/5 Public caterer, decorator, and 
fete contractor. 

Hence Fé'teless a., having no féte. 

1861 CunninGHAM Wheat § Tares 50 The poor fételess 


children haunted him. 

Féte (fzit),v. [ad. F. féter, f. féte: see prec.] 
trans. To entertain (a person) at a féte ; to feast ; 
also, to give a féte in honour of, commemorate 
(some event, etc.) by a féte. 

1819 Edix. Rev. XXXII. 221 He was in general too fond 
of flattering and ‘feteing’ his master. a1845 Baruam /ugo/. 
Leg., Hermann, The murder thus out, Hermann’s féted and 
thanked. 1849 THACKERAY Pendennis \xvi, The. .two foot- 
men .. intoxicated the page at a wine-shop, to féte Laura’s 
recovery. 1879 Huxtey Hume 36 Great nobles féted him, 
1892 Nation (N.Y.) 29 Sept. 239/2 ‘The Government .. 
judging. .that the anniversary of the invasion of the Tuileries 
by the people. .ought not to be féted, 

Hence Fé'ted ///. a. 

1852 Mrs. Smyruies Bride Elect xxxiii, Fair and féted 
guest as she was ! 

Fete, obs. form of Frat, 

|| Féte-champétre. [Fr. ; f. fe (see Fin sd.) 
+champétre rural:—L. campestrem, £. campus a 
field.] An outdoor entertainment, a rural festival. 

1774 H. Watrote Lett. H. Mann (1857) VI. 88 He gives 
her a most splendid entertainment .. and calls it a féte 
champétre. 1800 Mar. Encewortu Belinda xi, He began 
to talk of the last féte champétre at Frogmore. 1884 S. 
Dowett 7axes in Eng, I11. 281 The battue system deve- 
loped into the sort of féte champétre, with hot lunch, cham- 
pagne, and liveried attendants. 

Feteesh, obs. form of FETISH. 

Fetel(es, var. Furies, ME., vessel. 

Fetessor, obs. form of FETISHER. 

Fetfa, var. of Fntwa,. 

Fether(e, obs. form of FEATHER. 

+ Fetherfooted. Obs. rare—!. [f. OE. */der- 
comb. form of /éower, Four. Cf. OE. fiderJvt, fete 
in same sense.] Fourfooted. 

e1175 Lamb. Hon. 43 Innan pan ilke sea weren un- 
aneomned deor summe feder fotetd, summe al bute fet. 

+Fethok. Sc. Obs. vare—', [A variant form 
of Fircuzw.] A polecat. 

1424 Sc. Acts Yas. I (1814) II, 6 And for x fulmartis 
skynnis, called fethokis, viijd. 

+ Fethre, v. Obs. In 3 south. veS(5)re. [repr. 
OE. *fédvan, f. fodera load: see ForHER.] ¢vans. 
To load. 

a1228 Ancr. R. 140 Lonerd .. pu hauest imaked uoder to 
heui uorte uedren mide pe soule. J/ézd. 204 Uor hit is 
iueddred pet is, icharged. 

Fetial, fecial (ffil), a. and sd. [ad. L. 
Jetialis (erroneously fec-): of unknown origin.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to the fe¢iales (see B.) ; 
hence, heraldic, ambassadorial. Fetial daw; the 
Roman law relating to declarations of war and 
treaties of peace. ; 

1553 GrIMALDE Cicero's Offices 1. (1558) 16 The feciall 
lawe of the people of Rome. 1684 tr. Agvifpa's Van. Arts 


FETICIDE. 


Ixxxi. 279 Every Servile and Mechanick-fellow, fecial 
Messengers, and Caduceators. 1826 Kent Comm. 6 The 
fecial law relating to declarations of war. 1839 W. O. 
ManninG Law Nations 1v. vi. (1875) 196 The Romans, 
whose fecial college, etc. 1866 Cornh. Mag. Nov. 631 The 
members of the Fetial profession, 


B. sb. One of the fe/zales,a Roman college of 
priests, who fulfilled the function of heralds, and 
performed the rites connected with the declaration 


of war and the conclusion of peace. 

1533 BELLENDEN Livy 1. (1822) 41 ‘ Deliver to me,’ said 
the Feciall, ‘the herbe.’ 1602 Secar Hon, Mil. § Civ. 1. 
iii. 4 It was not lawful for.. any Souldier to take Armes, 
untill the Facials had so commanded or allowed. 1835 
THIRLWALL Greece I. 173 It does not appear that they were 
employed, like the Italian Fetials, to make formal declara- 
tions of war, 1875 MerivaLe Gen. Hist. Rome xiii. (1877) 
76 Striking the fecial a blow. 

Feticide: see Fa-. 

Fetid, foetid (fetid, f7tid), a. and sd, Forms: 
6 foetide, (7 fetode, 8 fetid), 7— fetid, foetid. 
[ad. L. fetéd-as (often incorrectly written fetidus), 
f. fetére to have an offensive smell.] 

A. adj. Having an offensive smell; stinking. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 159/2 It maketh 
to blister both handes, & feet, out of which issueth foetide, 
and stinckinge water. 1661 Lovett //ist. Anine. & Min. 
157 Heron, the flesh is better..though some count it foetid. 
1732 ArsutHnot Axles of Diet 362 Animal Humours, by 
Heat, stink and grow foetid. 1775 Apair Amer. Ind. 209 
A kind of wild sheep..which are of so faetid a smell. 1851 
Mayne Rew Scalp Hunt. v. 41 They [buzzard vultures] 
tore out the eyes of the quarry with their fetid beaks. 1879 
Green Read, Eng. Hist. xxi. 107 Sent up their fetid odours, 
rank with fever. 

Jig. 1805 Foster Zss. 1. vil. 109 The foetid heroes of the 
Dunciad. 1810 Benruam Packing (1821) 205 Any such feetid 
mass of dead letter, as the labyrinth composed of the books 
of practice. 1874 Srupss Cost. Hist. (1875) ILI. xviii. 77 
The fetid atmosphere of a court. ° 

b. Letid gum (see quot.) ; fetid pill, a pill con- 
taining Asafcetida. 

1789 W. Bucnan Dow, Med. (1790) 299 The patient may 
.. take .. foetid pills every six hours. 1858 CarrENTER 
Veg. Phys. § 593 Foetid gums are of the nature of Gum- 
resins .. and are distinguished by their powerfully disagree- 
able odour. ‘Those most in use are Assafoetida and Galba- 
num, 

+B. sd. pl. Fetid drugs. Ods. 

1707 Foyer Physic. Pulse-Watch 333 Drawer of Feetids. 
1710 T, FULLER Pharm. Extemp. 394, I know that Fetids 
will repress Vapours in Women. 1748 Hartley Oéserv. 
Mant, ii. 183 The Smell of those Fetids which revive. 

Hence Feti'dity { +-1ry], the quality or state of 
being fetid ; a fetid nature or condition; foulness, 
ill savour, offensiveness. Fe‘tidly adv., in a fetid 
condition or manner; offensively, Fe'tidness = 
Frrmpiry. Also cozcr. something fetid. 

1704 R. Brown tr. Plutarch’s Morals 111. 465 Salts with the 
Sea-water. .colliquating whatever is foreign and superfluous, 
suffer no fetidness or putrefaction to breed. 1831 J. Davies 
Manual Mat. Med. 283 Of a penetrating smell, and remark- 
able for its fetidity. 1860 Pusry Minx. Proph. 124 What an 
image .. of the fetidness of sin. 1869 Daily News 5 Jan., 
Often foully dirty and so foetidly uncomfortable. .the Mary- 
lebone cells call strongly for reformation. 

+ Fetida. Obs. rare. [short for ASaAr@Tipa.] 

1599 Haxvuyr Voy, II. 1. 218 There goeth out of Chaul .. 
great store of Fetida. 1736 Battey Hozsh. Dict. 250 Let 
the person. .take cocea pills or foetida. 

Fetiferous: see Fa-. 

Fetir, obs. form of FEATURE. 

Fetis(e, var. of Frarous a. Obs. 


Fetish, fetich(e (fe'tif, frtif), sb. Forms: 
7-8 fetisso, (8 feitisso), (7 fateish, 9 feteesh, 
-tisch, -tishe, -tiss), 8—- fetich(e, fetish. [a. F. 
Sétiche, ad. Pg. feitigo sb. charm, sorcery (from 
which the earliest Eng. forms are directly adopted) 
=Sp. hechizo in same sense ; a subst. use of fez¢i¢o 
adj. ‘made by art, artificial, skilfully contrived’? = 
Sp. hechizo, It. fattizio, OF. faztis (see FEATOUS) 
i—L. facticius Facrivi0us.] 

1. a. Originally, any of the objects used by the 
negroes of the Guinea coast and the neighbouring 
regions as amulets or means of enchantment, or 
regarded by them with superstitious dread. b. By 
writers on anthropology (following C. de Brosses, 
Le Culte des Dieux Pétiches, 1760) used in wider 
sense: An inanimate object worshipped by savages 
on account of its supposed inherent magical powers, 
or as being animated by a spirit. 

A fetish (in sense 1b) differs from an #do/ in that it is wor- 
shipped in its own character, not as the image, symbol, or 
occasional residence of a deity. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage V1. xv. (1614) 651 Hereon were 
set many strawen Rings called /atissos or Gods. 1696 
Ovincton Voy. Suratt 67 They [these Africans] travel 
nowhere without their Fateish about them. 1723 J. Arxins 
Voy. Guinea (1735) 102 There is also at Cabo Corso, a pub- 
lick Fetish, the Guardian of them all; and that is the Rock 
Tabra. 1746 J. Barsor Descr. Guinea 230 The.. gold is 
-. cast into sundry shapes and sizes, which some there call 
Fetissos, signifying in Portuguese charms. 1761 Brit. Mag. 
Il. 294 The chief fetiche is the snake. 1803 T. WinTER- 
BoTTOM Sierra Leone I, vii. 123 The gree-gree, or fetish, 
hung round their neck. Jé7d. I. xiv. 228 Idols. ‘These are 
called Fe-teesh. 1809-10 CoLerIpGE /’riend (1837) III. 84 
As well might the poor African prepare for himself a fetisch 
by plucking out the eyes of the eagle. 2851-9 PricHarp in 
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Man. Sci. Eng. 263 Others ..worship fetiches or visible 
objects in which they suppose some magical or supernatural 
power to be concealed. 1865 LiviNcsTONE Zamibesi xxv. 
523 A greegree or fetish is thrown away as useless when the 
consecrating nostrum is discovered to be inoperative. 1879 
Encycl, Brit, 1X. 118 If the wishes of the worshipper be 
not granted .. the fetich .. is kicked, stamped on, dragged 
through the mud. 
ce. fg. Something irrationally reverenced. 

1837 Emerson Addr. Amer. Schol. Wks. (Bohn) II, 183 
Some fetish of a government..is cried up by half mankind. 
1867 Gotpw. SmirH 7hree Eng. Statesmen (1882) 192 He 
was a worshipper of Constitutional Monarchy. It was 
his fetish, 1870 Lowett Azzong my Bhs. Ser. 1. (1873) 140 
Public opinion, the fetish even of the nineteenth century. 

+2. In representations of negro language: In- 
cantation, worship; a magical or religious rite or 


observance ; an oath. Ods. 

1705 BosMAN Gzinew x. (1721) 123 They cry out, Let us 
make Fetiche; by which they express asmuch, as let us 
perform our Religious Worship. /é7d., If they are injured 
by another, they make Fetiche to destroy him. 1727 W. 
SNELGRAVE Acc. Guinea (1734) 22 The Lord of the Place 
had taken his Fetiche or Oath. J/dzd¢. 59 They have all 
their particular Fetiches..Some are to eat no Sheep, others 
no Goats. 1802 Mar. Epcewortu Grateful Negro (1832) 
245 note, An old Koromantyn negro..administered the 
fetish, or solemn oath. 1828 G. W. Brinces Ann. Famaica 
Il. xix. 4o4 To take a fetiche is to take an oath, and to 
make a fetiche is to render worship. 

+3. (See quot.) Obs. 

1705 Bosman Gzinea vi. (1721) 65 Gold .. mixed with 
Fetiche’s, which are a sort of artificial Gold composed of 
several Ingredients. 

4. attrib. and Comb, a. simple attrib., as fe¢ish- 
ceremony, -day, -gold, -house, -priest, -worship. 
b. objective, as /ec’sh-monger, -worshipper, -wor- 
shipping ; also fetish-man, -woman, (@) one who 
claims to have communion with and power over 
fetishes, a fetish-priest ; (4) a fetish-worshipper. 

1613 Purcuas Pilerimage vi. xv. (1614) 649 Causing her 
to eat salt with divers *Fetisso ceremonies hereafter men- 
tioned. 1819 Bowpicu J7/iss. to Ashantee u. iv. 266 In 
Ashantee there is not a common “fetish day. 1723 J. 
Atkins Voy. Guinea (1735) 183 The *Fetish-Gold is that 
which the Negroes cast into various Shapes and wear as 
Ornaments. 1819 Bowpicu JZiss. to Ashantee u. iii. 254 
The gold. .deposited with their bones in the *fetish house. . 
is sacred. 1723 J. Arxins Voy, Guinea (1735) 101 The 
Cunning of the *Fetish-Man (or Priest). 1836 Marryar 
Midsh. Easy 9 He .. went away in wrath to the fetishman, 
and..asked for a fetish against his rival. 1889 Daudlin 
Rev. Jan. 134 A rude tribe of fetishmen and idol-worshippers. 
1888 Scott. Leader 9 Oct. 4 The innate separatism of the 
Unionist *fetishmonger stands confessed. 1877 tr. 77zede's 
Hist, Relig. 10 The power possessed by the. .*fetish priests 
is by no means small. 1723 J. Arxins Voy, Guinea (1735) 
toq At Accra they have *Fetish-Women .. who pretend 
Divination. 1870 Lussock Orie. Crviliz. i. (1875) 22 The 
Fetish women in Dahomey. 1807 W. TayLor in Monthly 
Mag. XXIII. 539 The Veneration for the Lares was originally 
a *Fetiche-worship. 1860 Trisrram Gt. Sahara i. 16 ‘Traces 
of fetish worship in Algiers. 1857 Sat. Rev. III. 345/2 
Miserable *fetish-worshippers. 1860 W. G. Clark Vac. Tour 
54 One must go among *fetish-worshipping savages. 

+ Fetish, v. Obs. [f. prec.] a. ¢rans. To pro- 
vide or adorn with a fetish: see Frrisu 5d, 1. b. 
intr. for ref. To adom oneself, dress up. 

1723 J. Arxins Voy. Guinea (1735) 61 The Women are 
fondest of what they call Fetishing, setting themselves out 
to attract the good Graces of the Men, /did. 73 The Natives 
are..better fetished than their Neighbours. /ézd. 88 The 
Women fetish with a coarse Paint of Earth on their Faces. 
Ibid, 95 She .. being always barefoot and fetished with 
Chains and Gobbets of Gold, at her Ancles. 

fe'tifaz). 


Fetisheer, fetisher (fetifio-1, 
Forms: 7 fetissero, (7 fetessor, 9 fetisser), 8 
feticheer, -er, (9 fetisheer), 7— fetisher. [ad. 
Pg. feiticetro, £. feitico: see Ferisn sd. ; influenced 
in the later forms by Fr. fé¢zche or Eng. fet7sh.] 

1. A charmer, sorcerer, ‘medicine-man’ ; a priest. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage vi. xv. (1614) 653 A certaine 
water offered them to drinke by the Fetissero. 1687 J. 
Hicuirr in Phil. Trans. (1697) XIX. 687 The Fetishers had 
done all they could to save his [the King of Feton’s] Life. 
1783 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. 1. 676 Each feticheer or 
priest, has a fetiche of his own. 1844 Lp. BroucHam A, 
Lunel I, ix, 237 The Fetisser or priest now muttered over 
the board certain incantations. 1864 Saz. Rev. XVIII. 458/1 
The priests or fetisheers are all-powerful in Dahome. 

. =FETISH sd. I. 

1665 Sir T, Hersert 7vav, (1677) 9 Mokisses, fetessors, 
deformed Idols being indeared amongst them. 1699 Dam- 
riER Voy. II. 11. iv. 105 The Natives call him .. and say he 
[Hippopotamus] is Fetissero, which is a kind of God, 

ence Fetishee‘ress, a female fetisheer. 

1864 R. F. Burton Dahome Il. 155 A quarter of the 
female population in Dahome may be fetisheeresses. 

Fetishic (fe'tifik), a [f Furrisu sd, + -10.] 
Characterized by adoration of a fetish. 

1883 Academy No. 562. 100 Snake-worship was .. one of 
the commonest forms of fetishic religion. 

Fetishism, fetichism ((fetifiz’m).  [f. 
Ferisu+-1sm. Cf. Fr. /ét¢échisme.] ‘The worship 
of fetishes; an instance of this; the superstition 
of which this is the characteristic feature. 

r80r W. Tayior in Monthly Mag. 11. 646 He detects 
everywhere fetishism or the worship of tools. 1846 GRorE 
Greece 1. xvi. I. 462 An original fetichism in which particular 
objects had themselves been supposed to be endued with 
life. 1853 Kincstey //yfatia xxx. 382 Dabbling in magic, 
astrology, and barbarian fetichisms, 








FETLOCKED. 


Fetishist, fetichist (fetifist). [f. as prec. 
+-1st. Cf. Fr, /étichiste.} 

1. One who worships a fetish. 

1845 O. Brownson Wks. VI. 384 As well might we charge 
the people of Massachusetts with being fetichists. 1865 
Mixy in Westm. Rev. XXVIII. 35 The Fetishist thinks. . 
that his Fetish is alive. 1870 Lussock Orig. Civiliz. i. 4 
These races were Fetichists before they became Buddist. 

2. quasi-adj. = FETISHISTIC. 

1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr.in F¥rnl. Geog. Soc. XXX. 
339 Lhe faith of ancient Egypt ..was essentially fetissist. 
1861 Gotpw. Smitu Lect. Doctr. Progress 6 The negro and 
fetichist populations of Africa, | phe : 

Fetishistic, fetichistic (fetifi‘stik), a. 
[f. prec. +-1c.] Of, pertaining to, characterized 
by, or resembling fetishism. 

1867 Lewes /7ist. Philos. 1. p. xlii, Suppose one of the 
travellers to be .. still in the fetichistic stage. 1868 Fiske 
in Fortn. Rev. 1V. 295 It is the primitive fetichistic habit of 
thought. 1877 E, R. Conner Bas. Faith i. 5 Some germs 
of fetishistic religion. j 

Fetishry (fetifri). [f. Ferisn sd. +-ry.] collect. 
Objects regarded as fetishes ; an example or speci- 
men of these. 

1885 D. C. Murray Rainbow Gold 1. u. vi. 76 The black 
man passes the bit of rag or broken stick or other fetishry. 

Fetisly, -liche, var. ff. of FEATOUSLY, 

+ Fetissan,a. Obs. rave— 1. [f. fetéss, Fevisa 
+-AN.] Of the nature of a fetish ; fetish-like. 

1613. Purcnas Pilerimage vi. xv. (1614) 652 If this 
Fetissan portion did not pacifie their angrie moode, by 
daily presents of meat and drinke. 

Fetisso, Fetissero, obs. ff. FetisH, FETISHER. 

+ Fe'tles. Ods. Forms: a. 1 fétels, fétels, 
Orm. fetless, south. vetles, 3 fet(e)les. B. vorth. 
dial. 3-4 fetel, -il. [OE. féze/s str. masc., perh. 
related by ablaut to fx, Far sd., VAT. In northern 
ME. the final s disappeared, as in mod. drial from 
burvels.| A vessel or receptacle; a bag, cask, sack. 


In religious lang. used fg. = ‘ vessel’. 

a. c893 K. ALFRED Ovos. 1. i. § 21 Twegen fetels full 
ealad obde weeteres. c1000 Sax. Leechd. 111.16 Do.. on 
swyle feetels swylc Su wille. c1z00 Ormin 14450 Pe firrste 
fetless wass Brerdfull off waterr filledd. axz225 Ancr. R. 
164 Pis bruchele uetles, pet is wummone vleschs. @ 1225 
Juliana 18 Ower mix mawmex bat beod pes feondes fetles, 
c 1250 Gen, § x. 561 Dat arche was a feteles good. ¢1300 
St. Margarete 207 He..in a strong vetles ous bro3te: & in 
a put ous caste. 

B. @1300 Cursor M. 20932 (Cott.) Of chesing fetil wroght 
he was. _c¢ 1325 J/e/x. Hom. 140 Len me sum fetel tharto, 
Quarin I mai thin almous do. ¢1340 Cursor M. 21623 
(Edin.) A fetil that it war no3te tinte [was] set vndir that 
licur for to hinte. 

Fetlock (fe'tlpk), sb. Forms: 4 feetlakk, 4-5 
fet(e)lak, 5 fytlo(c)k, (7 fitlock), 6, 8, 9 foot(e)- 
lock, (6 fotelocke), 6 fete-, 7 feetlock, 6- fet- 
lock. [ME. fetlak, fytlok, corresponding to MHG. 
Jizlach, viszlach (mod.Ger. fiszloch); the formation 
is obscure; connexion with Ger. /esse/ pastern has 
been suggested. The word was early interpreted 
as f. Foor sd. + Lock (of hair), and this notion 
has influenced the spelling of some of the forms. 
Sense 2 is due to confusion with FErrERLock.] 

1, That part of a horse’s leg where the tuft of hair 
grows behind the pastern-joint ; the tuft itself. 

€ 1325 Coer de L. 5816 Up to the feetlakkes in blood. 
¢1330 Arth. §& Merl. (Kélbing) 5892 To be fitlokes in be 
blod. a 1400-50 Alexander 2049 Pat foles ferd in pe flosches 
to be fetelakis. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 1. xvii, Her 
horses went in blood up to the fytlokys. xs92 Suaks. Ven. 
& Ad. 295 Fetlocks shag, and long. 1596 Br. W. Bartow 
Three Serm, i, 21 Falling to the ground they laie so thick, 
that they couered the horse footelockes. 1621 G. Sanpys 
Ovia’s Met. w. (1626) 82 Where Titan’s panting steeds .. 
bathe their fierie feet-locks in the Deepe. 1697 DrypEN 
“ineid Vv. 739 White were the fetlocks of his feet. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 397 This wilderness, where the horse 
sinks to his fetlocks at every step. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. 
Bonneville 1. 47 The horses were often to the fetlock. 1880 
Browninc Dram. Idylis, Muléykeh 36 Her fetlock is foam- 
splashed too. 

b. transf. of a human being. 

1645 Z. Boyp Holy Songs in Zion's Flowers (1855) App. 
12/2 ‘These..dance and leap..With nimble fet-locks. 

2. An apparatus fixed on the leg of a horse to 
prevent running away; = FETTERLOOCK. 

1695 Motreux St. Olon’s Morocco 171 Each Horse. .is only 
fasten’d to a Stake and Fetlocks. 1828-40 Berry Eucyc/. 
flerald, 1, Fetlock or Fetterlock, a horse fetlock. 1856 
[see 3]. 1889 in Ervin Dict. Heraldry. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as fetlock-chain, -hair, 
joint ; fetlock-boot (see quot.); fetlock-deep a. 
(adv.), 80 as to cover the fetlocks. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Fetlock-boot..a protection for 
the fetlock and pastern of a horse. 1856 Wuittier Old 
Burying Ground 19 The farm-horse drags his *fetlock chain. 
1599 Suaks. Hen. V,1v. vii. 82 Wounded steeds Fret *fet- 
locke deepe in gore. 1865 Kincs_ry Hervew. vi, He reined 
up his horse, fetlock deep in water. ¢1720 Ginson Farrier's 
Guide 1. vi. (1738) 94 Whereon the *Footlock hair does grow. 
1725 Brapiey Ham. Dict, I1.s.v. Parts Horse's Body, The 
Pastern or *Footlock Joint. 1843 Youatr Horse xvi. 349 
A serious affection of the fetlock-joint. 


Fetlocked (fe'tlpkt), a. [f. Fernock sd. + 
-ED*.] a, Having a fethock. b. Hobbled 
or fastened by the fetlock; hence, hampered, 
shackled, 


FETOR. 


1728 PaTTIson in Prior’s Poems (1733) Ill. xli, The 
Careless Husband and the Peevish wife ; The Troubles of 
the Fetlock’d-Couple shew. 1870 LoweLL Among my Bhs. 
Ser. 1. (1873) 157 A language. .not yet fetlocked by dictionary 
and grammar mongers, 

Fetor, foetor (f7to1). Forms: (5 fetoure), 
7-9 feetor, 6- fetor, foetor. [a. L. fétor (incor- 
rectly fetor), f. fetere: see Fnrip.] An offensive 
smell; a stench. 

c1450 Mirour Saluacioun 416 Filles a man at eende with 
rotynnesse and fetoure. 1535 Stewart Croz. Scot. IL. 313 
His dolour did incres, With foull fetor that wes intollerabill. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Psexd. Ep, v.x. 201 The Fetor whereof 
may discover it self by sweat and urine. 17859 PAil. Trans. 
LI. 275 The fetor of these waters is not owing to mere stag- 
nation. 1851 H. D. Woirr Pictures Spanish Life (1853) 
179 The foetor of coke and oil will drown the perfume of the 
lily and the rose. 1856 Kane Arct. xfl, I. xix. 235 This 
flesh. .of the female seal..has not the fetor of her mate’s. 

|| Fettbol, -bole (fe'tboul). Ain. [Ger. fert- 
bol (Freiesleben 1831), f. fect Fav 56.1 + b0/ BOLE.] 
A variety of CHLOROPAL. 

1835 C. U. Sueparp M77. 11. 207 Fettbole. Massive ; com- 
position impalpable. 1868 Dana Min. 461 Fettbol has a 
liver-brown color, a slightly greasy lustre, 

Fett(e, obs. form of Fat, Frat, 

Fetter (fe'to1), sd. Forms: 1 feotor, feter, 
fetor, 3-7 feter, 4 fet(t)re, south. vetre, (5 feder, 
fettir, -our, -yr, fetur, -yr, 6 fetrer, fettar), 6— 
fetter. [OE. feter fem., cogn. with OS. fe¢eros pl. 
m. (Du. veter m. lace), OHG. feggera, MHG. 

Seager (early mod.Ger. fesser) fem., ON. fipturr m. 
(Sw. fjattrar pl.):—OTeut. *feterd, -ro-z, f. fet- 
(:-OAryan Zéd-) ablaut-form of fo¢ Foor. Cf. L, 
pedica, Gr. wé5n of identical meaning and root.] 

1. A chain or shackle for the feet of a human 
being or animal; hence ge. a bond, shackle. (rare 
in seg. 

¢ 800 Corpus Gl., Pedo, vel paturum, feotor. cgs0 Lindis~ 
Gosp. Mark v. 4 Fordon oftust mid feotrum. .zebunden wees. 
cx1000 Ags, Ps, \xxyiii. 1x On feterum feste. c 1290S. Eng. 
Leg. I, 107/20 Ake euere he hadde ane peire feteres. 13.. 
#. E. Allit. P. B. 1255 Festned fettres to her fete under 
fole wombes. ¢1380 Sir Ferumztd. 1313 Of al hure chaynes 
he hab him raft; & ek hure vetres oundo. c1430 Syr 
Gener. (Roxb.) 2741 A pare of fetures on him fest. ¢1489 
Caxton Sonunes of Aymon xvi. 370 His feters that were on 
his fete. a1s4x Wyatt in 7 oftel/’s Misc. (Arb.) 82 Clinkyng 
of fetrers would such Musick craue. 1652 ASHMOLE Theat. 
Chem. 216 Ryngyng of Feteris maketh no mere sown, 1794 
Burke Sf. W. Hastings, They ..loaded their limbs with 
fetters. 1876 Humpureys Coz Coll. Man. ix. 107 Antony 
presented Artavasdes. .to Cleopatra in golden fetters. 

b. pl. =Captivity. 

1704 Appison Poems, Campaign, Those who ’scape the 
fetters and the sword. a@ 1839 PraEep Poents (1864) I. 210, 
1. .thought that freedom was as sweet as fetters. : 

2. transf. and jig. Anything that confines, im- 
pedes, or restrains ; a check, restraint. 

c1000 Wanderer 21 (Gr.) Ic modsefan minne sceolde.. 
feterum szlan. 1560 RoLLanp Crt. Venus 1. 866 Deliuering 
it.. To the beirar agane.. But falt or fetter. 1602 SHaxs. 
Ham. wi. iii, 25 We will Fetters put vpon this feare. 
1676 DrypEN Azrengz. Prol. g Passion’s too fierce to be 
in Fetters bound. 1781 Cowrer Hofe 449 The sacred 
book .. Bound in the fetters of an unknown tongue. 1818 
CruisE Digest (ed. 2) 1V. 530 The Court of Chancery will 
not loose the fetters he has put upon himself, 1851 RoBerr- 
son Seri. 1. xviii. (1866) 305 He who puts fetters on the 
mind, x87x Freeman JVorm. Cong. (1876) IV. xvii. 66 
Fortresses, which became in truth the fetters of England, 

Fetter (fe'to1), v.1 Forms: 4-6 feter(e, fet(t)re, 
(5 fedre, -dyr, fether, fet(t)yr, fetur), 6- fetter, 
[f. prec. sb. ; cf. OF ris. fitera, OHG, (ha-) fegarén, 
ON. fiptra.] 

1. trans. To bind with or as with fetters; to 
chain, fasten, shackle. 

c1300 Havelok 2758 He..dide him binde and fetere wel 
With gode feteres al of stel. c 1386 CHaucer Kut,’s 7, 371 
Elles had I dweld .. I-fetered in his prisoun for evere moo, 
c1420 Chron. Vilod. 942 He hadde y ffedryde to gedur his 
leygus two. c1489 Caxton Sones of Aymnion xvi. 369 He 
made to be broughte a grete payre of yrens, and fetred hym 
wyth theym. 1535 STEWART Crom., The king..in presoun 
strang, Fetrit richt fast. 1647 Warp Szp, Codler 54 Is 
Mazestas Imperii growne so kickish, that it cannot stand 
quiet. .unlesse it be fettered? 1791 Mrs, Rapciirre Rom. 
Forest xii, Seethat he is strongly fettered. 1835 W. Irvinc 
Tour Prairies 276, 1 now fettered my horse to prevent his 
straying. 1847 Grote Greece (1862) III. xxxi. 145 The 
actual chains in which the prisoners had been fettered. 

b. transf. and fig. To impose restraint upon ; 
to confine, impede, restrain. Also with dowz. 
1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 172 Synne, in the whiche 
we be wrapped and fettered. @1586 SIDNEY Arcad, 11, xxii. 
200 Nether her woorthinesse. .nor his owne suffering for her 
..could fetter his ficklenes. 1633 P. FLercner Poet, Misc. 
79 Fond man, that thinks such fire and aire to fetter, 1681 
Temece AZem, 11. Wks. 1731 I. 359, I never could..endure 
to be fetter’d in Business. 1711 STEELE Sfect. No. 20P4 The 
generality of the Worldare fettered by Rules. 1756 C. Lucas 

Ess, Waters 11, 142 All the other mills .. have their wheels 
fettered withicy chains. 1788 PriestLey Lect. Hist. v. Ixv. 
521 The best faculties..may be sunk and fettered by super- 
stition. 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Serv, (ed. 2) IIL. xxv. 
420 Can any.. human doctrine fetter down our hearts? 1844 
Sran.ey Arnold (1858) I. v. 207 The surest way to fetter our 
own progress, ‘ : 

+2. To bind (a wheel) with a tire. Ods. 

1523 Firzuers. Hysb. § 5 The wheles..muste be well 
fettred with wood or yren, 
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+ Fetter, v.2 Obs.—1 [?f. *fetter, corruption 
of Farrour.] trans. See quot. 

1587 Mascat Govt. Cattle (1653) 25 Also there be many 
men that fetter them, which is, to cut the dew-lap before on 
the brisket. 

Fetter, obs. form of FEATURE. 

Fettered (fe'to1d), pf/. a. [f. Ferrer v. +-ED!.] 

1. Bound with fetters or chains. 

a 1325 Prose Psalter ci{i]. 2t He herd be waie-mentynges 
of be fettered. 1556 J. Heywoop S#ider § F. ii. Bj b, The 
fettred flie. 1602 Marston Aztonio’s Rev. ut. ii. Wks. 1856 
I. 107 May I be fetter’d slave to coward Chaunce. 1696 
Lond, Gaz. No. 3214/4 Two black Geldings, the one .. side 
fettered. 1814 Byron Corsair in. ix, He, fast as fetter’d 
limbs allow, pursued. 1880 Miss Brappon Yust as I ane vi, 
His fettered wrists hanging in front of him. 

b. jig. Hampered by disadvantageous 
ditions. 

1856 O_msteD Slave States 140 It is the old, fettered, 
barbarian labor-system, 

2. (See quot.) 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fettered, in Biol., applied to the 
limbs of animals when, by their retention within the in- 
teguments, or by their backward stretched position, they are 
unfit for walking, 

Hence Fe‘tteredness, the state of being fettered. 

1656 W. Montacue Accompl. Won. 112 Gracefulness is 
. averse to this slavery and fetterednesse. 

Fetterer (fetorar). [f. Ferrer v. + -zR1,] 
One who fastens fetters on (a person). /¢, and jig. 

1611 Cotcr., Extraveur, a fetterer, a shackler, 1846 Lan- 
por Jmag. Conv. 1. 75 Which was the fetterer? 

Fetterfoe, obs. var. FEATHERFEW, feverfew. 

tax500 Chester Pl, (Shaks. Soc.) I, 120 Here be more 
erbes..F ynter fanter and ffetter foe. 

Fettering (fe'tarin), vd/. 5d. [f. Ferrer v.l1+ 
-InG1.] The action of binding with fetters. 

@ 1623 Gosson in Spurgeon 7veas, Dav. Ps. cxlix. 8 If he 
once fall to fettering of princes .. no flesh shall be able to 
knock off their bolts again. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. V, lix. 
332 The Perth citizen’s familiar way of treating the fettering 
of a Highlander. 1874 H. R. Reynotps Yohx Bapt. ii. 08 
That sign shall be..the fettering of such unwilling tongue. 

attrib. 1812 Examiner 28 Sept. 621/2 The old man was.. 
pushed forward to the fettering block, 


Fetterless (fetoilés), a. [f. Fnvrer sd. and v. 
+ -LESS.] Without fetters ; unfettered ; that cannot 
be fettered. /¢. and fig. 


1604 Marston Malcontent 1, iii, A tongue As fetterlesse 
as is an emperours. 1804 Moore Yo Boston Frigate 9 
Though man have the wings of the fetterless wind. 1816 
J. Gircurist Philos, Etym. 202, 1 would rather see them 
as wild, lawless and fetterless as the bold Arab. 1892 
M. Fietp Sight & Song 40 Fetterless her ample form. 

Fetterlock (fe'toilgk). Also 5 feter-, -ir-, 
-yr-, 6 fether-, 7 feawter-, fewter-. [f. FETTER 
sb, + Lock ; in sense 1 a corruption of FETLOcK. ] 

1. =Ferriock 1. Also used attrib. 

1887 Mascatt Govt. Cattle (1627) 135 They clippe away all 
the hayre sauing the fetherlocke. 1617 Markuam Cavad. 
11, 9 His ioyntes beneath his knees great, with long feawter 
lockes. 1678 Lond. Gaz. No. 1338/4 A grey Mare.. 
charm’d upon the 4 fetter-lock joints. 1688 R. Ho_rme 
Armoury 1. 154/1 The Fewter-lock. 1716 Loud. Gaz. No. 
5470/4 The Fetter-Locks behind bigger than the other. 
1841 CatLin V. Amer, Ind, (1844) II. xlv. 85 Our horses’ 
feet were sinking at every step above their fetterlocks, 

b. transf. of a human being. 
1664 Butter Hud. 1. i. 91 To set at large his Fetter-locks. 
2. An apparatus fixed to the foot of a horse, to 


prevent his running away. 

c1440 Promp, Parv. 1509/1 Fetyrlokke, sera compeditalis, 
1530 Patscr. 220/r Fetterlocke, serrure a gozjons. 1610 
Hoiianp Camden's Brit, 1. 510 The forme of the Keepe ., 
built like a fetter-lock. 

Jig. 184% James Brigand xxi, Despotic suspicion had not 
invented the fetter-lock of passports. 

b. The same represented on a badge, shield, etc, 
Also a jewel of the same form, 

It is figured as a cylinder to which a chain or steel band is 
attached in the form of.a D, one end being permanently 
fixed and the other secured by a lock. 

1463 Bury Wills (1850) 37 A litil fetirlok of gold with a 
lace of perle and smal bedys therto of blak. c1465 Pol. Red. 
& L. Poenis (1866) 2 An F, for pe feterlock pat is of grete 
substance. 1605 CAMDEN Revz. (1637) 346 King Edward .. 
bare his white Rose, the fetterlocke before specified. 1646 
Buck Rick. ITI, 1. 115 The device was, A Faulcon encom- 
passed witha Fetter-lock. 1820 Scorr /vamhoe xxix, A fetter- 
lock, and a shacklebolt on a field-sable. 

+Fe'ttery, z. Ods— [f. Ferrer sd. + -y1,] 
Of the nature of fetters ; binding, constraining. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes ui. viii. 123 The fettery Hand- 
Cuffs of Gines Passamont, 

Fettile (fet’l), 50.1 Obs. exc. Sc. and dial. [OE. 
Fetel = OHG. fegzel (MHG. veggdl, Ger. Jessel) 
chain, band, ON. /ezz// bandage, strap :—OTent. 
*fatilo-z, f.root fat- tohold.]_ a. In OF. A girdle, 
belt. b. A bandage. ec. A handle in the side of 
a large basket, etc. Also attrzb., as fettle-strap. 

¢888 K,. AXtrrep Boeth. xxxvii. § 1 Mid fetlum & mid 

zyldenum hylt sweordum. @1000 Boeth. Metr. xxv. 19 
Sweordum & fetelum. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabethouer’s Bk, 
Physicke 306/2 We must rowle the same [a wound] with 
narrowe rowles, or with Fetles, accordinge to the constitu- 
1812 J. Henperson Agric. Surv. 
Caithn. 69 Each cassie has a fettle or handle in each side. 
1847-78 HaLLiweELt, Fefte/, a cord used to a pannier. 1877 
N. W. Linc. Gloss., Fettle-strap, the strap which sustains 
a pannier, 


con- 


~ 





FETWA. 


Fettle (fe't’l), 53.2 [f. next vb.] 

1. Condition, state, trim ; in phr. (¢o be) zx (good, 
high, etc.) fettle. Also in £/. the points, ‘ins and 
outs’ (of anything); but this may belong to 
FETTLE 54.1 

¢1750 J. Cotuier (Tim Bobbin) Lauc. Dialect. Gloss., 
Fettle, dress, case, condition. 1768 Ross Helenore 23 Her 
tongue for fear tint fettle in her cheek. 1804 R. ANDERSON 
Cumbrid, Ball. 90 We were young, and beath i’ fettle. 1829 
J. R. Best Pers. & Lit. Ment. 365 A critic, who knows what 
the north-countryman calls the fettles of the business, may 
suspect an equivocation. 1850 Tales Kirkd. Ser. u. 270 I'm 
in terrible poor fettle with the toothache. 18537 E. WaucH 
Lanc. Life, A Shetland pony in good fettle. 1859 O. W. 
Hotimes Prof. Breakf.-t. xii. (1891) 313 The young man 
John is..‘in fustrate fettle’, 1890 W. Bearty-KincsTon in 
frortn, Rev. May 729 It would..be surprising were they not 
in fine fettle. 

2. The material used for ‘ fettling’ a furnace. 

1894 /arper’s Mag Feb. 420/2 The molten metal is 
thoroughly stirred or ‘rabbled’ to make it uniform and 
secure the incorporation of the ‘fettle’, 

Fettle (fet’l), v. Forms: 4-6 fettel, 4-7 
fetle, (5 fettil, fetyl), 5-6 fetel(e, 9 dial. fottle, 
4- fettle. [Possibly f. OE. fete/, Frrrie sd.1; 
the primary sense would then be ‘to gird up ’.] 

l. trans. To make ready, put in order, arrange. 
Now only dza/, to put to rights, ‘tidy up’, scour; 
also, to groom (a horse), attend to (cattle). 

13.. £, £. Allit. P. B. 585 He pat fetly in face fettled 
alle eres. /bzd, C, 38 In be tyxte bere pyse two arn on teme 
layde, Hit arn fettled in on forme. c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Kut. 
656 Now alle pese fyue sypez, forsobe, were fetled on bis 
kny3t. @ 1400-50 Alexander 626 And faste by his enfourme 
was fettild his place, 1561 Schole-honse of Women 571 in 
Hazl. Z. P. P.1V. 127 Our fily is fetled unto the saddle. 1787 
GrosE Province. Gloss., V0 fetile th’ tits, to dress the horses. 
1849 A. BrontE Agnes Grey (1858) 360, I..fettled up th’ 
fireplace a bit. 1864 T. CLarke in Kendal Mercury 30 Jan., 
Woif hed fottled him a noice loil poi i’ thoon, 1880 Dorothy 
46, I can .. Fettle both horses and cows. 

b. ¢echn. To line (a puddling furnace, etc.) ; to 
scour (rough castings). 

1881 C. R. A. Wricut in Zucycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XIII. 324/1 
In fettling the furnace either oxide of iron bricks moulded 
to fit the furnace are built in, or, etc. 1884 Jozp. §& Mach. 
Rev. 1 Dec. 6716/2 A castings-cleaner, capable of holding a 
ton of rough castings and fettling them in an hour, 

e. To ‘do for’ (a person), to beat. 

1863 Kincstey Water-bab, 322 Tom offered to .. fettle 
him over the head with a brick. 1884 Cheshire Gloss. s.V. 
A mother will threaten her child ‘I'll fettle thee’, 

da. To mull (ale or porter) ; see FrTrLEeD below. 

+2. refl. and intr. for ref. To get (oneself) 

ready ; to prepare; to address oneself to battle. 
Obs. exc. dial. (see quot. 1855). 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. C. 435 On a felde he fettelez hym 
to bide. cx14z5 Wyntoun Crov, vul. xvi. 197 The Scottis 
.. Tuk the feld, and manlykly Fetlyt wyth thare fais in 
fycht. 1515 Scot. Field 304 in Furniv. Percy Folio I. 227 
He fettlen them to sowpe.. ona banke. 1897-8 Br. Hatt 
Sat. iv. vi, 43 He.. sels his teeme and fetleth to the warre. 
1600 Hotitanp Livy xxi, xvi. (1609) 402 They rather trem- 
bled .. than fetled themselves to consultation. 1674 Ray 
NV. C. Words, Fettle, to set or go about any thing. 1855 
Rosinson Whitby Gloss., ‘We are just fettling for off,” 

b. To busy oneself; to fuss. 

1745 Swirt Direct. Servants iii, Pretend to fettle about 
the Room, 1858 CarLyLe Fredk. Gt, (1865) II. vit. vii. 325 
He is getting his saddle altered: fettling about this and that. 

Hence Fe'ttled pA/. a., in senses of the vb. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. 309 Yile fetyld. 1861 Temple Bar 
Mag. 1. 420 A pint of fettled porter. 1863 Miss BRADDON 
¥. Marchmont I. 95 A mug of fettled beer. 1884 Cheshire 
Gloss., Fettled Ale, ale mulled with ginger and sugar, 

Fettler (fetlo1). dal. and techn. [f. FEYTLE v, 
+-ER1,] One who ‘ fettles’; sZec. in various trades. 

1871 Daily News 18 Aug., The cloth finishers, dressers, 
fettlers, and willeyers, are taking steps to obtain a general 
advance. 1883 Almondbury §& Huddersf. Gloss., Fettler, 
one who cleans up; especially one whose business it is to 
clean machinery, engines, &c. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., Fettler, 
one who sharpens the knives of the fustian cutters, 1892 
Labour Commission Gloss., Mettler, the person who cleans 
out the fudd and dirt that accumulates in the cards of the 
scribbler and condenser. 

Fettling (fetlin), vi/. sd. [f. FErTLE v, + -Inc1.] 

1, The action of the verb FrrTrLE in various 
senses; an instance of this. 

1865 CARLYLE /redk. Gt. IX. xx. ii, 18 Friedrich calculated 
there would be very considerable fettling and haggling. 
1869 Lonsdale Gloss., ‘1 gev him a good fettling.’ 

b. spec. The action of lining a puddling furnace ; 
hence, the materials used for this. Also a/trzb. 

1864 Percy Jron & Steel 669 Iron puddled with limestone 
fettling is always rotten, 1872 Dazly News 7 Oct. 6 His 
judgment..was against Sunday fettling. 1890 770 & Steel 
Trades Frni. 4 Jan. 20/2 Sales of cokes and fettling mine- 
rals are recorded in large quantities. ; 

||Fettstein (fetstoin). J/z. [Ger. fettsten 
(Werner 1808), f. fe¢¢ fat + ste’ stone.] = ELmoxirE. 

1815 W. Puittirs Outl. Min. Geol. (1818) 32 The fettstein 
consists of 44 silex, 34 alumine, 4 oxide of iron, a small 
portion of lime, and 16 parts of sodaand potash, 1859 Pacr 
Geol. Ternts s.v. 

Feture, Fetus: see Farurz, Farvs. 

|| Fetwa (fetwa). Forms: 7-9 fetfa, 8 fetva, 


9 fethwa, fetwa. [Arab. (5935 Jetwa (pronounced 
by the Turks fe¢fa), f, ls fata, in 4th conj. to in- 
23 


FEU. 
struct by a legal decision (pr. pple. othe Mvrm!).] 


A decision given (usually in writing) by a Mufti 
or other Moslem juridical authority. 

1625 Purcuas Pilgrims II. ix. 1608 Fetfa’s that is, Declara- 
tions, or ludgements of the Muftee. 1704 J. Trarp Adra- 
Mu/lév.i.2000 In less than half an hour, The black deposing 
Fetfa will be sign’d. 1802 Paris as it was II. |xviii. 334 
A fetfa or diploma of the Grand Signior. 1836 Lane Mod. 
Egypt I. 134 The Naib .. desires the plaintiff to procure a 
fet’wa (or judicial decision) from the Moof’tee. 1882 7%es 
5 Apr. 9/4 The fetwa from the great Mahomedan Academy 
will be awaited with curiosity. 

Feu (fiz), sb. Sc. Law. Forms: 5-8 few, 6- 
feu. [a. OF. few, fiew, fiu; see the variant FEE 
56.2] 

1. =Fre sd.2 1; also, a tract of land held in fee. 
(Used by modern Scottish jurists indiscriminately 
with fee as a rendering of med.L. feudumne.) 

1609 SKENE Reg. Maz. Table, s. v., Gif the vassall com- 
mittis ane trespas aganis his overlord: he tines his few 
halden of him. 22, 2. c. 63, 4. [The word is not in the text, 
which renders feudum by ‘lands’.] 1754 Erskine Prize. 
Sc. Law (1809) 136 Allodial goods are opposed to feus. 
a1768 — Instit, Sc. Law (1773) I. 209 When mention is 
made of a feu or subfeu, we are not necessarily to-understand 
a grant of lands holden in feu-farm, but a feudal grant in 
general .. unless where the subject treated of naturally con- 
fines it to a feu-holding. 

2. A feudal tenure of land in which the vassal, in 
place of military service, makes a return of grain 
or money (opposed to WaRD or military holding 
and BuANcH or holding at a nominal rent) ; a grant 
of lands on these conditions ; in mod. use, a per- 
petual lease fora fixed rent (=F xu-FaRM). Phrases: 
In, upon feu: subject to such payments or per- 
formance of duties ; also ¢o hold feu, set into fer. 

1497 Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot. I, 315, I resauit fra the Lard of 
Teling..of the releif of few and blanchferme of the entre of 
Johne Lord Glammys, thretj thre lib. 1535 LyNpEsay Satyre 
2685 Set into few 3our temporall lands. 1570 Satir. Poems 
Reform. xxiii. 30 Thocht thair was sum that tuik thy rowmis 
in few. 1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5866/3 A small Part holding 
Few of the Earl of Strathmore. 1759 Ropertson Hist. 
Scot. (1817) If. 111. 74 By granting feus, and perpetual leases 
oflands. 1826 Scorr Provinc. Antig. II. 110 A grant for 
disposing of it, in feu. 1892 GLapstone in Dazly News 
25 Mar. 3/4 To hold land upon feu from the landlord. 


b. A piece of land held ‘in feu’; a holding. 

1791 Newte Tour Eng. & Scot. 375 A small piece, or feu 
of ground in Fifeshire. 1820 Scorr Monast. i, The vassals 
of the church.. were permitted in comparative quiet to 
possess their farms and feus, 1864 A. McKay Ast. 
Kilmarnock 313 On the other side some feus were un- 
occupied. 

3. attrib, and Comd.; simple attrib., as /ez- 
grant, -parchment, -rent, -system; special comb., 
as feu-annual (see quot. 1710), hence -axnualer ; 
feu-charter=next; feu-contract, the contract 
regulating the giving out of land in feu, between 
the superior and vassal ; feu-duty, the annual rent 
paid by a vassal to his superior for tenure of lands ; 
feu-holding, a tenure of lands in feu; feu-right, 
the right of holding (land, etc.) in feu. 

1597 SKENE De Verb. Sign. s.v. Annuell, In the Actes of 
Parliament maid be Queene Marie 4 Parlia. 29. Maij c. 10 
mention is maid of ground annuell, *few annuell and top 
annuell, quhairof I .. am incertaine quhat they do signifie. 
1710 J Dunpas View Feud. Law Gloss. 127 Few-annuals, 
that which is due by the Reddendo of the Property of the 
Ground, before the House was built within Burgh. 1551 
Sc. ActsQ Mary (1597) § 10. 134 b, The *few annuellaris. 
@ 1768 Erskine J/ustit. Sc. Law (1773) I. 207 The word *feu- 
charter is never made use of but to denote the special tenure 
by feu-farm. 1832 Austin Yurispr. (1879) II. lii. 879 The 
*feu-contract is in the nature of a perpetual lease and is in 
Scotland the usual mode of letting land for building purposes, 
1597 Sc. Acts Fas. VI, § 246 Incase it sal happen .. ony 
vassall or fewar. .to failzie in making of payment of his *few 
dewtie. 1854 H. Mitter Sch. § Sch. xvi. (1857) 356 Pay- 
ing a large arrear of feu-duty. @1768 Erskine Justit. Sc. 
Law (1773) I. 222 The vassal’s loss of his *feu-grant. 1748 
De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. VV. 39 Converted into Blanch and 
*Feu holdings. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. V. Ixiv. 444 Some 
of the beneficial interests thus conveyed were mere leases, 
others were feu-holdings. 1825 Scotr Fam. Lett. 12 Oct. 
(2894) II. 353 A grim old Antiquary..all *feu-parchment, 
snuff, and..whisky toddy. 1866 Miss Mutockx Wodle Life 
xv. 267 Houses. .the *feu-rents of which made the estate.. 
more valuable every year. 1774 Petit. in McKay Hist. 
Kilmarnock App. iii. 305 The reddendo of this *feu-right is 
47 Scots yearly. 1891 Labour Commission Gloss., The *feu 
system is a custom (in use in Scotland) under which a piece 
of land is purchased by a perpetual yearly payment. 

Feu (fiz), v. [f. Feu sb.] trans. To grant (land) 
upon feu. Also to fez off, out. 

1717 De For Mem. Ch. Scot. 11. 23 Temporalities feu’d to 
themselves. 1799 J. Ropertson Agric. Perth 59 He had 
recourse to wadsetts ; or feued off a part of his property at 
a quit-rent. 1854 H. MiLter Sch. & Schme. xiv. (1857) 301 
A little bit of ground, which he had failed in getting feued 
out for buildings. 1866 Miss Mutock Noble Life vii. 109 
To find out the exact extent and divisions of his property, 
and to whom it was feued. 

+Feu'age. Obs. rare. [a. OF. feuage, fouage, 

f. few fire.] (See quots.) 
_ 1618 Dantet Coll. Hist. Eng. 214 The Prince of Wales .. 
imposing a new taxation upon the Gascoignes, of Feuage or 
Chymney mony .. discontented the people. 1706 Puituirs 
(ed. Kersey), #uage or Focage, Hearth-money, an Imposi- 
tion of 'Twelve-pence for every Fire-hearth. 
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Feuar (fiz-41). Sc. Forms: 6 fear, fewar, 7 
fier, 8 feuer, 9 feur, 7— fewar. See Fran. [f. 
Fev sé, + -AR.} One who holds land upon feu. 

1513-75 Diurn. Occurrents (1833) 237 Alexander Stewart 
fear of Garuleis. x1g97 Sc. Acts Fas. VI, § 246 Ony vassal 
or fewar, haldand landes in few-ferme, 1637-50 Row Hist. 
Kirk (1842) 105 The fier of Fintray. 1783 Scots Mag. Feb. 
86/2 Except of feuer of 312. Scots of valued rent. 1843 ScoTr 
Monast. i. note, Descendants of such feuars..are still to be 
found in possession of their family inheritances, 1876 GRANT 
Burgh Sch. Scotl. u. ii. 1o9 Neighbouring feuars and pro- 
prietors. 

Feud! (fizd). Forms: a. (after the early 
14th c. almost exclusively Sc.) 3-6 fede, 4 fed, 
(6 fade), 6-7 fead, feed(e, 4-8 feid(e. B. 6 
food(e, feood, fude, 6-7 fuid(e, 6-8 fewd(e, 
4 feaud, feode, feude, 7- feud. [The northern 
ME, fede is a. OF. fede, feide, faide (the phrase 
fede mortel =‘deadly feud’ is recorded from 13thc.), 
ad. OHG. féhida (whence MHG. véhede, vide, 
mod.G. jfehde) = OE. feh}(u enmity :—OTeut. 
*faihipa str. fem., noun of quality or state f. */azho- 
adj.: see For. In 14-15thc. the word occurs only 
in Sc. writers, the form being always fede, fezde, or 
something phonetically equivalent. In the 16th c. 
it was adopted in England (being often expressly 
spoken of as anorthern word), with an unexplained 
change of form, as food(e, feood, fuid, fewd, whence 
in 17th c. the form now current. The ordinary state- 
ment that the change of form was due to the in- 
fluence of FruD sé.4 is obviously incorrect ; FEUD 
sb.2 is not recorded in our material until half a 
century after the appearance of the forms /oode, 
Jewd, and would not account for them even if it 
were proved to have existed earlier ; moreover, 
even in the ryth c. it was merely a rare technical 
word used by writers on the ‘ feudal system’, and 
its sense is too remote from that of the northern 
Jfetde for the assumed influence to have operated. 

A plausible supposition is that there was an OE, */éod str. 
fem. (f. /é03an to hate) corresponding to Goth. /ijapwa as 
JSréod friendship to Goth. /rijafwa. This would in ME, 
normally become fede, coalescing with the Rom. word of 
similar sound and meaning; but there may have been a 
northern Eng. dialect in which the word was pronounced 
with a ‘rising’ diphthong (cf. mod.Eng. four from OE, 
Jéower), and from which the B forms were adopted. In 
17th c. the word was occasionally altered into ForHoop.] 

+1. Active hatred or enmity, hostility, ill-will. 

a. [Beowulf1og Ne gefeah he bere feehde.] @ 1300 Cursor 
M. 27455 (Cott.) He haldes wreth in hert and fede. ¢1375 
Sc. Leg. Saints, Margarete 476 For bare vertu fed haf I. 
c1470 Henry Wallace 1. 354 A mar quiet sted, Quhar 
Wil3ham mycht be bettir fra thair fede. ¢1475 Rauf Coil- 
3ear 969 His wyfe wuld he nocht for3et, for dout of Goddis 
feid. 1556 Lauper Tvactate 11 Nother to spair, for lufe 
nor fede, To do dew Iustice tothe dede. 1570 Levins Manzp. 
205/34 Feade, odium. 1596 DatrympLe tr. Lesdie’s Hist. 
Scot. 92 The fade and inimitie borne towards thair parents, 
1787 Burns Yam Samson's Elegy x, Till coward death 
behind him jumpit, Wi deadly feide. 

B. 1866 Painter Pal. Pleas. 1. 1 Two..cities .. bare eche 
other..deadlye foode. 1596 SreNsER F. Q. 1Vv. i. 26 Deadly 
feood. 1598 FLorio, Azzza, anger, fude, moode. 1631 
Gouce God's Arrows iii. § 3. 187 This immortall fewde 
against worshippers of the true God. 1705 Dyet of Poland 
4 A Vice which rankles up to Fewd. 

b. Sc. Used in contradistinction to favour. 

a. 1530 LynpeEsay Jest. Papyngo 622 The veritie. .thay sulde 
declare, Without regarde to fauour or to fede. 1560 ROLLAND 
Seven Sages (1837) 1 Thay tuke na cure of na manis fauour 
nor feid. x09 Skene Reg. Maj. 137 For feed or favour of 
anie man, 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 446 Thus have 
I .. spoken nothing .. but the trueth, and that impartiallie, 
without fead or favour to any. 

Bp. 1843 CartyLe Past §& Pr. (1858) 145 Decided without 
feud or favour. ‘ 

2. A state of bitter and lasting mutual hostility. 
(From 16th c. often with allusion to 3.) Phrases: 
to be at (deadly) feud, + to have (a person) at feud. 

a. ¢1425 Wyntoun Cron. vil. ix. 529 In bare ire Of awld 
Fede, and gret dyscord. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 201 
Syne sueir on bell and buik, That euerie on to vther sould be 
trew In tyme to cum for ald feid or for new. a@1775 Hobie 
Noble ix. in Child Badlads (1890) vit. clxxxix. 2/2 The land- 
sergeant has me at feid. 

B. 1583 Gotpinc Calvin on Deut. iv. 21 Hee will alwayis 
bee at deadly foode with mee. 160x HoLLanp Péiny x. Ixxiv. 
308 Crowes and Owles are at mortall feaud one with another, 
1611 Biste 7ransl. Pref. 10 His Queene and his .. heire 
were at deadly fuide with him. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll, 
Treat. 603 Of which sort there are divers at this day .. at 
deadly feode with the other Jewes. ¢1661 Avgyle’s Willin 
Hart. Misc.(1746) VIII. 30/2 He [Argyle] was at Feud with 
all his Superiors in Scotland. a1715 Burnet Own Time 
(1766) I. 6 Seeds of lasting feuds and animosities, 1847 
Grote Greece 1. xlvii. (1862) IV. 189 Their ancient feud 
against Korkyra. 1871 Freeman Worm. Cong. (1876) IV. 
xvii. 77 A partizan of Tostig would naturally be at feud 
with Oswulf. 

3. A state of perpetual hostility between two 
families, tribes, or individuals, marked by murder- 
ous assaults in revenge for some previous insult or 
injury. More fully deadly feud. Cf. VENDETTA, 
Phrases as in 2. 

a. 1582-8 Hist. Fames VI (1804) 225 That nathing done 
..be comptit as deadlie fead in judgement. x599 Jas. I 
BaotA, Awpov (1603) 47 Rest not, until yee roote out these 
barbarous feides, 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 46 For the main- 
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teining of weir (or deadlie fead) quhilk he hes with ane 
other. @1657 Sir J. Batrour Amz. Scot. (1824-5) Il. 68 
His Maiesties sentence and decreitt being read concerning 
all feeds and matters of blood betuix the Hayes and Gordons. 

B. 1568 LAMBARDE Apxatovop.ia Biij, Capitales inimicitia, 
Saxonicé foebh [szc], nomen. .a borealibus Anglis hac nostra, 
memoria vsurpatum, Illi vero dictione non ita multum a 
priori dissidente, fewd, et Deadly fewd appellant. 1601 Act 
43 Eliz.c.13 Whoesoever shall .. take any of her Majestie’s 
Subjects .. or make a praye or spoile of his Persone or 
Goodes, upon deadlie feude or otherwise. 1613 Purcnas 
Pilgrimage V1. Xi. 525 Mutuall feuds and battels betwixt 
their seuerall Tribes and kindreds. 1797 Tomtins Law 
Dict., Deadly feud is a profession of an irreconcileable 
hatred, till a person is revenged even by the death of his 
enemy. 1814 Scott Ld. of /s/es 1. iv, Until these feuds so 
fierce and fell The Abbot reconciles. 1845 H. H WiLson 
Brit. India 1.1. vi. 317 A tribe which was at deadly feud with 
the Joasmis. 1868 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) II. vii. 108 
Carrying out an ancestral deadly feud. 

+ 4. A murderous conspiracy. Ods. rare—}. 

So OF. feide. This is our only southern instance of the 
word before 16th c. J 

c1300 K. Adis. 96 Kyng Phelippe, of gret thede, Maister 
was of that feide. ; : 

5, A quarrel, contention, bickering. 

a, c1s65 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 6 If it 
shall chance us to continue any further in this fead it 
shall redound to his advantage. 

B. 1662 StittincFL. Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. §1 We see how 
small a matter will beget a feud between learned men. 1732 
Berketey Akifhr. v. § 17 The perpetual feuds between 
the patricians and plebeians. 1754 RicHarpDson Grandison 
(1781) IV. iv. 23 We were in the midst of a feud when you 
arrived, 1835 THIRLWALL Greece I. vii. 279 The domestic 
feuds which agitated.the family of Temenus. 1841 D'IsRAELt 
Amen. Lit. (1867) 53 The hero had come not to seek feud, 
nor to provoke insult. . 

6. attrib., as feud-foe. Also, feud-bote, A7st. (ad. 
OE. f#hp-bdt|, a recompense for engaging in a 
feud, a compensation for homicide. 

[c 1000 Laws Ethelred ix. § 25 And ne bearf zniz mynster- 
munuc ahwar mid rihte fahd-bote biddan ne fahd-bote 
betan.] 168: BLount Glossogy., Fend-boote. 1706 PuiLiirs 
(ed. Kersey), Feud-bote. 1721-1800 in Barry. 1640 King § 
North, Man 343 in Hazl. £. P. P. IV. 306 If that I doe 
ever meete with your fewd foes, Ise sweare by this staffe 


that their hide I won bang. 
Feud 2, feod (fizd). [ad. med.L. feudum, 


Seodum : see FEE sb.2] 

1. =FEE sd.2 1. 

1614 SELDEN 77¢/es Hon. 61, 1 might with casting about, 
frame the nature of Feuds, or Patronage. 1708 Jermes 
de la Ley 336 Feod is a right which the Vassal hath in Land. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 151 The Conqueror conferred 
the estates..on his principal followers as strict feuds. 1872 
E. W. Rozsertson Hist. Ess. 256 The Benefice began to be 
converted into the hereditary Feud. 

2. =FEE sb.2 3. 

1806 A. Duncan Welson 117 His Majesty conferred on him 
the title of Duke of Bronte, annexing to it the feud of 
that name. 1825 T. JerFErRsoN Awtobiog. Wks. 1859 I. ox 
Residing constantly on their patrimonial feuds. 1865 Marrer 
Brigand Life \1. 271 The old papal feud of Beneventum. 


Feudal (fizdal), z.t and sb. Forms: 7 feudall, 
4-g feodal, (8 Sc. fewdal), 7- feudal. [ad. 
med.L. feudalis, feodalis, f. feud-um, feod-um, FEUD. 
Cf. F. féodal.] 

1. Of or pertaining to a fend or fief; of the nature 


of a feud or fief. 

1614 SELDEN 77tles Hon. 188 Neither did the Prouinces 
make them otherwise then Personal, For they were not 
annext to them as Feudall. @1677 Hate Com. Law Eng. 
ix. 183 Wales, that was not always the Feudal Territory of 
--England. 1710 J. Dunpas View Feudal Law xii. 47 The 
Money got for a Few is moveable. .not Fewdal, for it does 
not succeed in place of the Few. 1861 Kemp Comzmz. (1873) 
III. liii. 497 The conversion of allodial into feudal estates. 

b. Her. (See quot.) 

1847 Gloss. Heraldry, Arms of Succession, otherwise 
called fexdal arms, are those borne by the possessors of 
certain lordships or estates. 

2. Of or pertaining to the holding of land in feud. 

1639 SpeLMAN ends §& Tenures xxiii. 38 There was no.. 
intervenient Lord to claim them by any feodal Tenure. 
1767 Biackxstone Comm. II. 39 In all countries where the 
feodal polity has prevailed. 178x Gipson Decé. & F. 11. 48 
The first rudiments of the feudal tenures. 1873 H. SpENcER 
Stud. Sociol. v. 103 The feudal arrangement of attachment 
to the soil. . 

b. Leudal system: the system of polity which 
prevailed in Europe during the Middle Ages, and 
which was based on the relation of superior and 
vassal arising out of the holding of lands in feud. 

1776 Apam Situ W, JN. (1869) I.1. xi. 251 Poland, where 
the feudal system still continues to take place. 1875 
Kincstey Herew. ix, The feudal system never took root in 
their soil. 

3. Of or pertaining to the feudal system; exist- 
ing or such as existed under that system, /eudal 
lawyer; one leared in feudallaw. Feudal writers: 


those who treat of the feudal system. 

1665 Surv. Af. Netherl. 32 By the Feodall (printed 
Feodau) Law that King, their Lord, had forfeited his Right 
to his Fee. 1765 BLackstone Co. 1. 241 According to 
the known distribution of the feodal writers. 1807 CrapBE 
Par. Reg. 11. 206 Like them, in feudal days their valiant 
lords. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. ii, Those feudal institutions 
which united the vassal to the liege lord, and both to the 
Crown, 1840 T, A. TroLLope Sxmm. in Brittany II. 106 
The ruins of two ancient feodal castles. 1886 Stusss Med. 
& Mod. Hist. 64 It is time.. that we had a feudal map of 
England. 


FEUDAL. 


b. Feudal vassal, lord, etc.: one holding that 
position in the sense implied in the feudal system. 
1639 SPELMAN Feuds & Tenures ii. 4 Their Feudal Vassals 
-- enjoyed their Feuds .. from year to year at the pleasure 
of their Lords. 1839 W. CuHampers Zour Holland 65/1 
Otho, the feudal proprietor of this stronghold. 1856 FRouDE 
Hist, Eng. (1858) I, i. 18 That loyalty with which the people 
followed the standard .. of their feudal superiors, 
e. Occasionally of persons or their opinions: 


Adhering to the principles of the feudal system. 

1876 FreeMAN Nori. Cong. V. xxiv. 463 Lawyers..would 
naturally look at everything with feudal eyes, 1883 OuIDA 
Wanda I. 89 We are very feudal still. 


+ B. sd. gl. Feudal privileges. Obs. rave. 

1625 F. Marxuam B&. Hon. u. iv.§ 5 All sorts. .shall enioy 
their Feodalls and Rights, to which they are truely borne. 

Hence Feu'dally adv., in a feudal manner or 
spirit ; under feudal conditions. 

1839 Hatvam Hist. Lit. ii. 1. § 44 The Pope .. cannot 
depose these princes .. unless they are feudally his vassals. 
1850 Mazzinit Royalty §& Repub. 158 Abjectly .. trembling 
before the people when it arose. .yet feudally insolent when 
the lion was quieted again. 1873 Miss Broucuton Nancy 
II. 184 A very aged, ignorant, and feudally loyal couple. 

Feudal (fiz-dal), a.2 rare. [f. Fnup 1+4-an.] 
Of or pertaining to a (deadly) feud. 

1805 Scott Last Minstr. 1. viii, The havoc of the feudal 
war. did. ut. iv, The foemen’s feudal hate. 

Feudalism (fiz-dalizm), [f Frupan a1 + 
-1sM.]_ The feudal system, or its principles. 

1839 Kricuttey Hist. Eng. 1. 82 The peculiar usages of 
feudalism. 1861 Wricut Ess. Archeol. Il. xiv. 39 Feudalism 
had originated in France. 1867 FreemMAN Worm. Cong. 
(1876) I. iii. 91 There was no systematic feudalism, but the 
elements of feudalism were there. 1875 Maine Hist. Just. 
vi. 154 Feudalism had grown up from two great sources, the 
Benefice and the practice of Commendation. 

Feudalist (fiz-dalist). [f. as prec. +-18T.] 

1. a. A representative of the feudal system. 

1822 Blackw. Mag. X11. 268 The Castle [of Edinburgh], 
the architectural chieftain of those grey and rugged feudal- 
ists below. 1831 Crayons from Contunons 28 To make each 
Border feudalist rejoice. 

b. An adherent or supporter of the feudal system. 

1870 Daily News 6 Sept. 4 Those wretched feudalists [the 
Prussians]. 1874 Maurice Friendship Bhs. v. 149 That 
kind of civilization which I said the feudalists could not 
give. 1888 77th 19 July 98/1 The Emperor is far more of 
a feudalist than the Diince [Bismarck]. 

2. One learned in feudal law; =Frupist. 

Feudalistic (fizdalisstik), a. [f. prec. +-10.] 
Of the nature of feudalism ; inclined to feudalism. 

1882-3 Scuarr Encycl. Relig. Knowl. III. 1719 The new 
medizval forms, hierarchical and feudalistic. 1886 A. M. 
Exiotr in Amer. Frnt. Philol. July VII. 152 The main 
tenor of his life was feudalistic. 

Feudality (fiwdeliti). fad. F. feudalité 
(Cotgr.), feodalité, f. feudal (Cotgr.), feodal: see 
Frupat a.! and -1Ty.] 

1. The quality or state of being feudal ; the prin- 
ciples and practice of the feudal system. 

1790 Burke Fy. Rev. Wks. V. 395 The leaders teach the 
people to abhor and reject all feodality as the barbarism of 
tyranny. 1827 Hatram Const. Hist. (1876) I. i. 7 [The 
holding of Assizes] had a powerful tendency..to check the 
influence of feudality and clanship. 1845 Mit £ss, II. 265 
The very essence of feudality was .. the fusion of property 
and sovereignty. 1858 Buckte Civiliz. (1869) I]. ii. 111 
There followed that struggle between feudality and the 
church, 1877 Miss Yonce Cameos IV. iii. 36 The many 
means of raising money that feudality afforded, 

b. f/. Feudal principles. 

1814 Witzess 1. ili, It was a breach in your feudalities To 
change the place. 

2. A feudal regime or system; a feudal-like 


power ; a feudal holding, a fief. 

1800 CoLrRIDGE Piccolom. u. viii, All the great Bohemian 
feodalities. 1821 Examiner 237/2 Capital in Great Britain 
has become a feudality. 1840 CarLyLeE Heroes (1858) 366 
He..strove to connect himself with..the old false Feudali- 
ties which he once saw clearly to be false. 1844 H. H. 
Witson Brit. India I. 203 A principle recognised throughout 
the feudality of India. 

+ 3. (See quot.) Obs.—° 

1jor Kennet Cowel’s Law Dict., Feodalitas, Feodality 
or Fidelity paid to the Lord by his feodal tenant. Hence 
1797 Tomuns Law Dict., Feodality, fealty. 1847 in Craic. 

Feudalization (fiz:daleizéifan). [f. next + 
-ATION.] The action of the vb. FEuDALIzE; the 
reduction (of a country) under the feudal system, 

1862 Lp. Broucuam Brit. Const. xi. 147 William had .. 
completed the feudalization of the whole Kingdom. 1874 
Stusss Coxst. Hist. (1875) I. xi. 360 The tendency towards 
feudalisation of the governmental machinery. 1876 FRreE- 
MAN Norm. Cong. V. xxiv. 460 The feudalization of Europe. 

Feudalize (fiz-daloiz), v. [f. Frupat a.l + 
-IzE.] ivans. To make feudal, bring under the 
feudal system, impart a feudal character to; to 
convert (lands) into feudal holdings. Also, to re- 
‘duce (persons) to the condition of feudal dependants. 

1828 Examiner 147/1 Could human beings be stultified 
and feudalized, like the peasantry in days of yore, into 
something a very little beyond the clods they trod upon. 
1862 Lp. BroucHam Brit. Const. iii. 42 Allodial property 
was daily diminished in amount by proprietors feudalizing 
it. 1868 Muman St. Pazl’s ii. 15 The Norman Conquest 
feudalised the Church..of England. a ; 

Hence Feu'dalized /7/. a.; Feu'dalizing v/. sd, 

185 Ocuviz, Feudalizing, reducing to a feudal form. 
1852 Lp, Cocksurn Jefrey I. 365 Its strongly feudalised 
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condition. 1867 FreeMANn Nori. Cong. (1876) I. iv. 252 The 
feudalizing process went on vigorously. 1875 Maine //ist¢. 
Inst, iii. 91 This is no doubt true of feudalised countries. 

Feu'dary, feo‘dary, sd. and a. Obs.exc.arch. 
Forms: 4-9 feodary, 5-7 -ie, (5 feudory, 6 feo- 
darry), 6-7 feudary, (7 -ie), (7 feodar, feadary, 
feed-, foedery). [ad.med.L. feodari-us, f. feodum, 
Jeudum: see FEuD 56.2 and -aRy.] 


- SO, 

1. One who holds Jands ofan overlord on condition 
of homage and service; a feudal tenant, a vassal. 

1387 Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) VIII. 191 So pat after pat 
tyme he [Iohn] and his heires schulde be feodaries to be 
chirche of Rome. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vu. 319 To holde it 
euer after..as feodaries of y® pope. 1568 Grarrton Chron. 
II, 222 The King of Scottes bound himselfe and them to be 
Feodaries to the Crowne of England. 1613-18 DanteL Co//. 
Hist, Eng. (1626) 134 He seemed absolutely the Popes 
Feudary. 163: Massincer Beleeve as you list u. ii, Our 
confcederates and freindes Founde it as firme as fate, and 
seaventeene Kinges, Our feedaries, 1650 Futter Pisgah 
1. ii. 5 Accepted of the Jewish King to be honourary feo- 
daries unto him. 1836 M. J. Cuarman in Fraser's Mag. 
XIV. 26 Earth. .shall to the despot homage yield, All power 
and all dominion shall be his By thee, his feodary. 

b. A subject, dependant, retainer, servant. 

1620 Forp Line of Life Ded., The sacrifice is a thriftie 
loue..and the Presentor a feodarie to such as are maisters.. 
of their .. owne affections, a 1656 UssHer Azz. vi. (1658) 
459 The Senate was ready to do him all friendly offices, 
provided, that he became their feadary, 1871 R, ELuis 
Catudllus \xiii. 68 O am I to live the god’s slave? feodary be 


to Cybele? } 
+2, An officer of the ancient Court of Wards 


(see quot. 1641), Obs. 

1495 Act 11 Hen, VII, c. 32 Preamb., The Office of Feo- 
darie in the Countie of Essex, 1540 Act 32 Hen. VII/, 
c. 46 Al surveiors and feodaries, that shalbe appoyncted by 
.. the said court. c 1630 Rispon Surv. Devon (1714) Il. 77 
It became Mr. Eveleigh’s Feodary of his County. 1641 
Termes de la Ley 160 Feodary is an Office in the Court of 
Wards, appointed to .. receive all the rents of the Wards 
lands within his circuit, etc. 1736 Carte Ormonde 11. 249 
The inquisitions post mortem taken by escheators and 
feodaries. 

q 3. A confederate. (See FEDARIE.) 

B. adj. Feudally subject. Const 70. 

1577-87 HotinsHEp Chron. III, 1166/1 His kingdome made 
feodarie to Rome. 1648 Mitton Odserv. Art. Peace Wks. 
1738 I. 351 A whole Feudary Kingdom. 1651 G. W. tr. 
Cowel’s Inst. 74 A Subiect .. himself is either mediately or 
immediately Feodary to the King. 1655 Futter Ch, Hist. 
ul, iv. § 16 Iohn.. being .. not free, but feodary. 

+ Feudatary, 2. and sb. Olds. Forms: (6 
feudotarie, 7 feodatary, -otary, feudataire, 
-arie, foeditary, -otarie), 7-9 feudatary. [ad. 
med.L. feudatari-us, f. feudat- ppl. stem of feudare 
to enfeoff, f. feudum : see FEUD 56.2 and -ary. Cf. 
Fr. feudatatre.] 

A. adj. =FEupatory A. I. 

1614 SELDEN 7itles Hon. 211 Such as are mongst vs 
feudatarie marquesses. 1635 Pacitr Christianogr. 65 Prus- 
land .. whose Duke is Feodotary to the Duke of Poland. 
1674 Ch. & Court of Rome 19 Soveraign Princes are not 
here meant, but onely Feudatary. 

B. sd. 

1, =Fervuparory B. 1. 

1886 Frerne Blaz. Gentrie 141 There is also a King, 
and he a homager, or feudotarie to the estate and Maiestie 
of another King, as tohis superior lord. 1614 SELDEN 7i¢/es 
Hon, 29 Now it acknowledges no superior, But so many 
as ..do, as feudataries to other Princes, are excluded. 
1676 R. Dixon Two Test. vu. 489 The Unfaithful are the 
Devils Feudataries. 1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE S?¢. Gt. Brit. 
I. 111, iii. (1743) 164 All the Lords of England. .are feudataries 
to the King. 1818 Hatiam Mid. Ages (1872) I. 31 The 
perfect integrity of Louis. .accustomed even the most jealous 
feudataries to look upon him as their judge. 

2. =FEuDARY B. 2. 

1607 in Cowett /uterpr., 

Feudatorrial, c. [f. next+-au.] =Frupat. 

1789 Mrs. Piozzi Fourn. France I. 126 A settled system 
of feudatorial life. 


Feudatory (fiz diatori), a. and sd. Also 7 feo- 


datory. fad. L. type *feudatort-us, f. med. L. 
Jfeudare to enfeoff, f. feudum: see Frup? and 
-oRY.] 

A. adj. 


1, a, Of a person: Owing feudal allegiance to 
another; subject. b. Of a kingdom, etc. : Under 
the overlordship of an outside sovereign. Const. Zo. 

@. 1892 Bacon Obserz, Libel Wks. 1753 I. 519 Any bene- 
ficiary or feodatory king. 1680 MorpEN Geog. Rect. (1685) 
217 He is Feudatory to the Pope. 1796 Morse Amer, 
Geog. II. 219 Low or feudatory nobility. 1828 TytLer //7zs¢. 
Scot. (1864) I. 9 The petty chiefs .. had for a long period 
been feudatory to the Norwegian crown. 

b. 1759 Ropertson Hist. Scot. (1802) I. 1. 207 If the one 
crown had been considered. .as feudatory to the other. 1884 
Manch, Exani. 12 Sept. 5/1 The armies kept up by the 
feudatory states. 1890 Da:ly News 30 Dec. 5/6 Feudatory 
India. 

2. Of or pertaining to vassals or retainers. 

1861 Lytton & Fane Tannhduser 23 From..all the 
feudatory festivals, Men miss’d Tannhauser. 


B. sé. 
1. One who holds his lands by feudal tenure ; 
a feudal vassal. 


1765 BracksToNnE Comm. I. 11. iv. 45 The feudatory could 
not aliene or dispose of his feud. 1814 Scorr Chivalry 








FEUILLANTINE. 


(3874) 49 The barons or great feudatories of the crown. 1843 
rESCcOTT Mexico iv. v. (1864) 236 The Indian Monarch had 
declared himself the feudatory of the Spanish. 

transf. 1825 Bentuam Judicat, Ld. Eldon 10 Court, 
sitting as yet in public, cannot convert itself into a 
sinecurist : this accommodation it cannot afford to any but 
its feudatories. 

2. A feud, fief, or fee; a dependent lordship. 

1644 Evetyn Diary 22 Nov., The kingdomes of Naples 
and Sicily, pretended feudatorys tothe Pope, 1680 MorpEN 
Geog. Rect. (1685) 110 Lorrain... the Duke whereof is a 
Prince of the Empire, and the Country was reckoned a 
Feodatory thereof. 1783 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. 1. 424 
A feudatory of Thibet. 1873 Lowe, Asmong my Bhs. Ser. 
11. 104 If he made the gift, the pope should hold it as 
a feudatory of the Empire. 

Feudee (fivdz-). rare—. [f. Feup1+-nx.] 
One to whom a feud has been granted ; a tenant. 

1875 J. Fisner Landholding in England ww. 38 The feudee 
only became tenant for life. 

|| Feu de joie (fo da zwa). Also pl. feux de 
joie. [Fr.; @7. ‘fire of joy’.] 

+1. A bonfire; also fig. Ods. 

1609 Br. W. BARLow A nsw. Nameless Cath, 11 The Iesuites 
-.would .. haue been pleasant Spectators thereof, as at a 
Feu-de-ioy. 1658 J. Ropinson Ludoxa i, 10 Unexpected 
calamities will quench the feudejoy of a long fore-set gratu- 
lation. 1771 Mrs. GrirFitu tr. Viaud’s Shipwreck 159 'To 
illuminate our feux de joye, [1888 J. Payn A/yst. Mirbridge 
vii, The news that the Home Farm was on fire, which he 
announced as though it were a feu de joie.] 

2. (See quot. 1867.) 

1801 Sporting Mag. X1X. 146 They had fired a feu-de-joye 
opposite their Major’s house. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., 
feu-de-jote, a salute fired by musketry on occasions of publi¢ 
rejoicing, so that it should pass from man to man rapidly 
and steadily down one rank and up the other, giving one 


long continuous sound. 
[f. med.L. feadume 


tFeudigrapher. Ods. 
(see FEUD sd.*) + -GRAPH + -ER1.] (See quot. 1688.) 

1610 W, Fotxincuam A7t of Survey To Rdr. 3 It behoues 
an honest and faithfull Feudigrapher .. to approue himselfe 
an intelligent and diligent Improuer. 1688 R. HoLtme 
Armoury ut. 138/2 Feudigrapher is a Surveyor of Farmes 
and Freehold Lands. 

Feudist (fiz-dist). Also 7 feodist, pheudist. 
[f. Feup2+-1st. Cf. F. feudiste.] 

1. A writer or authority on feuds, one versed in 
feudal law. Also attrib. 

1607 CowELt /uterpr., Fealtie, This oath. .is vsed among 
the feudists. 1610 W. FoLtkincHam A7t of Survey ut. ii. 67 
Many Feudists doe holde that Feudatarius hath not an entire 
property in his Fee. 1639 SpeLMANn Heuds & Tenures xxiii. 
37 The Feodists therefore call them Caduca. a1682 Sir T. 
Browne Jvacts viii. (1684) 150 The Feudist term Ligeus a 
Ligando. 1767 Biackstone Cov, 11. so The oath of 
fealty, which made in the sense of the feudists every man 
that took it a tenant or vassal. 18453 STEPHEN Laws Eng. 
I. 185 Adlodium, the name by which the feudists abroad 
distinguished such estates of the subject as were not holden 
of any superior. 

+2. a. The holder of a feud or estate. b. One 
living under the feudal system. Ods, 

1610 W. Fotxincuam Art of Survey iv. i. 80 All.. 
Rents, Seruices, Issues, and profits accrewing and renew- 
ing to the Feudist or Possident. 1767 BLacKSTONE Covz71. 
ul, xiv, 215 The Greeks, the Romans .. and even originally 
the feudists, divided the lands equally. 

+ Feudi'stical, a. Obs. rare. [f. prec. +-I0+ 
-AL.] = FEUDAL. 

@ 1618 Rareicu in Gutch Coll. Cur. I. 72 The civil, or 
feudistical laws. 

Feu-farm (fizfarm). Sc. Zaw. [ad. OF. fea- 

Jermeé; see Fux-F arM.]} 

1. That kind of tenure by which land is held of 
a superior on payment of a certain yearly rent. 
Also, ¢o hold, let, set in feu-farm. Cf. FEE-FARM 1. 

14.. Burgh Laws xcv. (Sc. Stat, 1), Of landys Iattin till 
feuferme in burgh. 1457 Sc. Acts Fas. IT (1597) § 72 Vpon 
setting of few-ferme of his awin land. 1473-4 Ld. Treas. 
Acc. Scot. I. 3 Componit for the fewferme of Johne of 
Sollaris for the grene 3ardis besyde Striueline, composicio 
xxli, 1564 Sc. Acts Q. Mary (1597) § 88 Confirmation to be 
obteined vpon infeftmentes of few-ferme of the Kirk-landes. 
1597 Sc. Acts Fas. VI § 246 Ony vassall or fewar, haldand 
landes in few-ferme. @ 1768 Ersxine /ustit. Sc. Law (1773) 
I. 209 A grant of Jands holden in feu-farm. 1872 E. W. 
Rosertson Hist, ss. 138 It was not allowable .. for the 
ponents in ‘Ward and Blench’ to sublet their lands in feu- 
arm, 

2. The annual duty or rent paid to a superior by 


his vassal for tenure of lands. 

1582-8 Hist. Fas. VI (1804) 224 The rentis, few fermes, 
and mealls of the lands of Pendreith. 

Feu'-farmer. Sc. Law. [ad. OF. feufermier: 
see FEE-FARMER.] = FEE-FARMER. 

1609 Skene Reg. Maz. 32 The fewfermer thereafter con- 
strained by necessitie, is compelled to sell the lands. 

Feuge, obs. form of Fuaur. JZus. , 

|| Feuillage. Ods. rare. [F. fewillage, f. 
feuille: see FEUILLE.] Foliage. 

1714 Jervas Let. to Pope 20 Aug. in Pope's Lett. (1737) 
‘107, I ..inclose the out-line .. that you may determine 
whether you would haye it .. reduced to make room for 
feuillage or laurel round the oval. 1858 Simmonps Dict. 
Trade, Feuillage (French), foliage; a row of leaves, branched- 
work. 

|| Feuillantine. 04s. [F.; prob. from the 
Feuillantines, a congregation of nuns.] (See quot.) 

1706 Puitxirs (ed. Kersey), Heuil/antins .. small Tarts .. 
filled with Sweat-meats. 1725 BrapLey Fam. Dict, s.v. 
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FEUILLE. 


Tarts, It may be garnish’d with Fevillantines or small 
Fleurons of all sorts of Fruits. ; 

Feuille (fey). [a. F. feudlle leaf] ta. A 
thin plate ; a leaf (oés.). b. Thename ofa colour: 
see quot. 

1662 Petry Taxes 35 If bullion be .. beaten into feuilles. 
1883 Cassell’s Fam. Mag. Nov. 755/2 A very light green, 
known as Feuille. 

|| Feuillemorte (féymort), a. More commonly 
in anglicized and corrupted forms: see FILEMoT. 
[Fr.; /#. ‘dead leaf’.] Of the colour of a dead or 
faded leaf, brown or yellowish brown. 

1690 Locke Hum, Und. ut. xi. (ed. 3) 294 To make a 
Country-man understand what Feuillemorte Colour signifies. 
1876 Ouipa Winter City ii. 22 She had feuille morte velvet 
slashed with the palest of ambers. . 

b. Comb., as feurllemorte-coloured adj. 

1840 H. Ainswortu Zower of London ix, An ample feuille- 
morte coloured cloak. 

+ Feuillet!. Ots. Also 8 feuillette. [a. F. 
Jeuillette:—med.L. folietta a measure of wine.] A 
half-hogshead. 

1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4989/3, 44 Feuillettes, or half-hogs- 
heads of Burgundy. 1794 Burke Cor, (1844) LV. 243 Four 
feuillets of the best Burgundy. . ; 

|| Feuillet2 (foy,ye). - Diamond-cutting. [F. 
Seutllet, dim. of fertzlle (see FEUILLE).] (See quot.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Feutllets..the projecting points 
of the triangular facets in a rose-cut diamond, whose bases 
join those of the triangles of the central pyramid. 

Feuilleton (féyyaton). [a. F. feudlleton, f. 
feuillet, dim. of feuzlle \eaf.] In French newspapers 
(or others in which the French custom is followed), 
a portion of one or more pages (at the bottom) 
marked off from the rest of the page bya rule, and 
appropriated to light literature, criticism, etc. ; an 
article or work printed in the feuilleton. 

1845 A thenxvum 11 Jan. 42 The tendency of the newspaper 
feuilleton, in France, to absorb the entire literature of the 
day. 1861 Sat. Rev. 16 Dec. 621 The Causeries de Quinzaine 
have the usual merits of French feuilletons. 1863 A/acmt. 
Mag. Mar. 394 Most of the journals [Russian] are furnished 
with a feuzlleton in the shape of a romance. 1887 Padl 
Mall G. 18 July 2/2 The Siécle published feuilletons daily 
on literature, history, fine art, science, and fiction. 1892 
Nation 16 June 452/3 He writes a feuilleton on current 
musical topics for the Vienna Neue Freie Presse. 

Hence Feui lletonism, aptitude for writing feuil- 
letons; Feuilletonist, a writer of feuilletons; 
Feuilletoni‘stic a., characteristic of or suitable 
for a feuilletonist. 

1840 Blackw. Mag. XLVIII. 524 The number of young 
Jeuilletonists ..is now very considerable in France. 1843 
Lbid. LIV.674 The feuilletonists, or short story-tellers. 1885 
C. Lowe Bismarck 11. x. 42 The Count. .worried his Chief 
with what the latter called ‘ feuilletonistic’ remarks about 
the difficulties of his social. .position in Paris, 1888 TyrrELL 
in Mortz. Rev. Jan. 59 If men refrained from dignifying 
.- feuilletonism .. with the name of scholarship, 

+Feute, fewte. Ols. Forms: 4 feute, 
(foute, fuyt), 5 feaute, fewte, (fute), [ad. OF. 
Suite <yoies du cerf qui fuit’ (Littré), f. fac” :—L. 
Jugere to flee. Cf. Fuwx, Fuss.] The traces or 
track (of an animal). 

c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 1425 Pe howndez .. fellen as fast 
to be fuyt. 1350 W7ll. Palerne 33 Pe..hound,. Feld foute 
of pe child. Zdzd, 2189 Whan be houndes hadde feute of pe 
hende best. c1440 Prom. Parv. 159 Fewte, vestigium. 
1470-85 Matory Arthur vi. xiv, He saw a black brachet 
sekyng..as it had ben in the feaute of an hurt dere. 

Feuter, Feutered, obs. forms of FEATURE, -ED, 

Feuter, Feuterer: see Frwr-. 

Fever (fiver), 56.1 Forms: 1 féfer, -or, 2 
feofer, (3 fefre), 3-5 fevere, (4 feavor), 4-5 
fevre, fyver(e, 5 febre, (fevire, -oure, fewer), 
6-8 feaver, 7 feavour, (feevor, 7-8 fevour), 3- 
fever. [OE. /éfor str. masc., ad. L. fedris fem., 
whence OF. fievre (mod.F. fiévre), Pr., Pg. febre, 
Sp. fiebre, It. febbre ; adopted independently in the 
Teut. langs.; OHG. fiebar (MHG. vieber, mod.G. 
Sieber) neut., Sw. feber, Da. fever (not in Du.). 

‘The etymology of /eé77s is obscure. Brugmann(Grundriss 
II, 92) regards it as a reduplicate formation (:—pre-Latin 
*bhe-bhr-) on the root which appears in Skr. dhu7- to be 
restless.] 

1. Pathol. a. A morbid condition of the system, 
characterized by undue elevation of the temperature, 
and excessive change and destruction of the tissues ; 
an instance of this. b. The generic name of a 
group of diseases agreeing in the above general 
characteristics, each of which is specially designated 
by some distinctive appellation, as zutermittent, 
puerperal, scarlet, typhoid, yellow, etc. fever, for 
which see under the defining word. 

c1000 Sax, Leechd. I. 148 Gif him fefer derize. c x000 
Ags. Gosp, Matt. viii. 15, & he zthran hyre hand, & se fefor 
[c 1160 Hatton G, feofer] hiz forlet. a1za5 Ancr. R.112 Pet 
was ode fefre. @1300 Cursor M1. 20963 (Cott.) Man pat in 
feuer was vnfer. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 333 Men 
of pat lond haueb no feuere. a 1400-50 Alexander 2546 Pat 
he was fallen in a feuire. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vi. clxv. 160 
‘The Emperoure Charlys remouyd to the Cytie of Mantue, 
where he was grudgyd witha feuoure. 1547 BoorpE rev. 
Health cxxxv. (1557) 49 b, A Feuer is an vnnaturall heate 
grounded in the hearte and lyuer. 1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man 
zu Hum. 1, iii, L will once more striue..to..shake the feaver 
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off. 16x4 Marxuam Cheap Husb, 1. viii. (1668) 48 Feavers 
of all sorts as the Quotidian [etc.]. 1678 Hatton Corr. (1878) 
169 Have a care of coming neare those that have the feavour. 
1781 Gipson Decl. § J. 11.134 foot-n., She .. died of a fever 
on the road. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge v, The fever has 
left him. 1856 Emerson Zing. Traits, Char. Wks. (Bohn) 11. 
57 His [an Englishman’s] hilarity is like an attack of fever. 

te. Hever ague [ad. OF. fievre ague, lit. ‘acute 
fever’]: =Acur. Sever lent [ad. OF. fievre 
lente]: a slow fever. Ods. 

1338 R. Brunne Chvon. (Rolls) 15729 Pe fleuere agu ful 
sore hym hatte. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. cxxxVvl. 
(1495) 692 Oleum rosaceum helpyth ayenst..fyre agu. c1400 
in Rel. Ant. 1. 54 For the fever lente: quha that has the 
fever agu, that men calles lente evell, if the sekeman heved 
werkes that he may noght slepp, tak [etc.]. ¢1440 Prop. 
Parv, 163 Fyvere agu, querquera, 

+2. In f/. with singular sense. Ods. 

cx1000 Ags. Gos. Luke iv. 38 Da wes simones swezer 
zeswenced on mycelum feferum [c 1160 Hatton G. feofren]. 
1382 Wycuir JJaiz. viii. 14 He say his wyues moder liggynge 
and shakun with feueris. ¢1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5583 
Par was a clerk... pat pe feuers had. 1491 Caxton Vtas 
Patr. (W. de W. 1495) 1. xl. 60a/r She hadde the febres or 
asces. a@1605 MontTcomerieE //yting 314 The feavers, the 
fearcie, with the speingie flees, 

3. A state of intense nervous excitement, agitation, 
heat; an instance of this. 

1586 I. B, La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 666 There are..two 
causes intermingled, which breede this franticke feaver of 
our France, 1606 Suaks. 77. §& Cv. 1. iii, 133 An enuious 
Feauer Of pale and bloodlesse Emulation. 1649 Jer. TAYLOR 
Gt. Exemp. 1. Ad Ser. xii. 57 The spirits leap out from 
their cells of austerity and sobriety, and are warmed into 
feavers and wildnesses. 1737 Pore Hor. Efist. 1. i. 58 This 
Fever of the soul. 1779 Map. D’Arsiay Diary Feb., Both 
she and Miss S, S. were in fevers. .fromapprehension. 1814 
Sir R. Witson Diary II. 353 The fever excited by the news 
from France has not yet been allayed. 1842 J. H. Newman 
Par. Seri. (ed. 2) V. viii. 120 A mode of life free from .. 
fever of mind. 1873 Brack Pr. Thule v. 75 A fever of 
anticipation. .seemed to stir in his blood. 1883 E. PENNELL- 
Exvmuirst Cream Leicestersh, 424 A fine fox set the field in 
a fever. 

4. attrib.and Comb. a.simpleattrib., as fever-bale, 
-dream, -fit, -glow, -hospttal, -life, -nest, -patient, 
-spasm, -thirst, -vomit, -ward ; fever-like adj. and 
adv. b. objective, as fever-cooling, -destroying adjs. 
e. instrumental, as fever-cracking, -haunted, -mad- 
dened, -shaken, -sick, -smitten, -stricken, -troubled, 
-weakened adjs. 

1844 Mrs. Brownina Bertha ix, I lose that *fever-bale 
And my thoughts grow calm again, 1727-46 THomson 
Swimmer 668 The spreading tamarind .. shakes .. its * fever- 
cooling fruit. 1861 Mrs. Norton Lady La G. tv. 331 Nor 
fresh cooling drinks To woo the*fever-cracking lip. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., *Fever-destroying tree, the Eucalyptus globulus. 
1834 Mrs. Hemans Eng. Martyrs i. 2 The cavern of the 
prisoner’s *fever-dream, 1681 TEMPLE JZem, 111. Wks. 1731 
I. 343 Being free of any Return of his *Fever Fits. 1830 
Scorr Demonol, i. 39 A sudden and temporary fever-fit. 
1842 Emerson Lect, /'vanscendentalist Wks.(Bohn) II. 289, 
I wish to exchange .. this *fever-glow for a benign climate. 
1864 Kincstey Rom. § Tent. i. (1875) 13 Nothing was left 
save *fever-haunted plains. 1877 Gen, Gorpon in Pad/ Mall 
G. 4 Mar. (1884) 11/1 It is a *fever life I lead. a@ 1577 
Gascoigne Wes. (1587) 5 And *feverlike I feede my fancie 
still With such repast as most empaires my health. 1612 
Drayton Poly-old. vii. Argt., When the Higre takes her, 
How fever-like the sickness. shakes her. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
* Fever-nests, localities where .. fever is generated. 1802 
Med. Frit. VIII. 562 The reception of *fever patients. 1683 
CHALKHILL Thealma § Cl. 26 Like a distempered Body 
*Fever-shaken, 1599 PEELE David § SBethsabe Wks. 
(Rtldg.) 466/t Lie down upon thy bed Feigning thee *fever- 
sick and ill-at-ease, 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Feversick. 1884 
Pall Mall G. 23 Feb. 4 Vera Cruz, that. .*fever-smitten port. 
1863 W. Puitties Speeches vi, 152 Of which revolution is 
the “fever-spasm, 1818 SHELLEY (Zarenghi viii, The *fever- 
stricken serf. @ 1835 Mrs. Hemans Ancestral Song 77 All 
the *fever-thirst is still’d. 1836 J. H. Newman in Lyra 
A fost, (1849) 87 That “fever-troubled state. 1671 SALMoN 
Sya. Med. 11. \xxxii. 713 If there be *Feaver vomit. 1802 
Med. Frni. VIII, 562 By converting these *fever-wards. .to 
the purpose of a general house of recoyery for all infectious 
fever which might occur in the town. 1597 SHAKs. 2 Hen. 
IV,1. i. 140 The Wretch, whose *Feauer-weakned ioynts, 
Like strengthlesse Hindges, buckle vnder life. 

5. Special comb.: fever-bark, bark useful in 
cases of fever; fever-blister (see quot.) ; fever- 
bush (see quot. 1884); fever-fly, the: Dz/ophus 
vulgaris ; fever-heat, the high temperature of the 
body in fever (on some thermometers marked at 
112° F.), also fig.; +fever-hectic, = hectic fever 
(see Hectic); fever-nut, the seeds of Czxsal- 
pina Bonducella; fever-powder, a remedy for 
fever; fever-root (see quot. 1884), also fever and 
ague root; fever-sore (see quot.) ; fever-trap, a 
place where one is liable to be caught by fever; 
fever-tree, -twig (see quots.); fever-weed, a 
plant of the genus Lryneium; fever-wood (see 
quot.); fever-wort,(a) (see quot.) ; (6) aplant of the 
genus Lupatorium(Worc.). Also FEVER-LURDEN. 
_ 1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 205 A kind of *fever bark 
is obtained .. from Rondeletia febrifuga. 1 Syd, Soc. 
Lex., *Fever blister, the herpes of the lips which occurs 
frequently in feverish or catarrhal disturbances of the body. 
1792 J. Becknap //ist, New-Hamipsh. 111. 97 The Spice- 
wood (Laurus benzoin) or .. *Feverbush, is .. common in 
New-Hampshire. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Feverbush, the Ben- 
zoin odoriferum and also the Pinos verticillatus. 1889 Miss 
E. A.Ormerop Jujurious Insects (1890) 129 *Fever Fly. 








FEVERFEW. 


1838 Prescott Ferd, & 7s. 11. vi. (1849) II. 367 Ximenes 
whose zeal had mounted up to *fever heat .,was not to be 
cooled by any opposition. 1889 Jessorr Coming of Friars 
vii. 309 The feeling of the country was approaching fever 
heat. 1607 TorseL, Serpents (1653) 725 For *Fever-hec- 
ticks they prepare them thus. 1795 R. AnpErson Life 
Yohnson 14 He had for his school-fellows Dr. James, in- 
ventor of the *fever-powder, Mr. Lowe, [etc.]. 1853 
Dunc.ison Med. Dict. (ed. 9), *Hever-root. 1884 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Fever-root, the Pterospora andromedea: also the 
Triosteum perfoliatum. 1676 'V. Grover in Phil. Trans. 
XI. 630 The English call it the *Fever and Ague-root. 1860 
Worcester, */ever-sove, the common name of a species of 
caries or necrosis, 189 C. Creicuton //7st. Epidemics 589 
More recent visitors .. have remarked upon their towns 
and villages as *fever-traps. 1876 Morest § Stream 13 
July 375/3 The large tribe of the Eucalyptus (honey or 
*fever trees). 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fever tree, the Pinckneya 
pubens, Ibid. *Fever twig, the Celastrus scandens, 1855 
H. Crarxe Dict., *Fever-weed, an eryngium. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., *Fever wood, the Benzoin odoriferum. 161% 
Cortcr., Sacotin, *feauerwort. 1836 Loupon Encycl. Plants 


170 Triosteum, feverwort. 

+ Fever, 50.2 Obs! [ad. OF. fevere, fevre, 
febure, fabre =Pr. fabre, It. fabbro, OSp. fabro:—L. 
Jabr-um, faber.} A smith. 

1415 Vork Myst. Introd. 22 Feuers, Couureours [ete.]. 

Fever (fzvo1),v. [f. FEVER 50.1] 

1. ¢vans. To put or throw into a fever; /¢. and 


Jig. Also, } to fever (one) into. 

1606 SuHaxs. Ant. & Cl. 1. xiii. 138 The white hand of a 
Lady Feauer thee. 1624 Hrywoop Gunaik. 1X. 430 His 
words .. feavered her all over. 1689 Rycaut Hust. Turks 
II. 189 His passion feavered him into a desperate sickness. 
1748 THomson Cast, /ndol. 1. 265 To his licentious wish 
each must be blest, With joy be fevered. 1820 Keats 
Isabel vi, The ruddy tide. . Fever'd his high conceit of such 
a bride. a@1853 Ropertson Serv. Ser. 11. xx. 262 A heart 
which sin has fevered. 1862 T. A. Trottore Marietta I. 
xvi, Tending. .to wear out and fever her body. 

2. intr. To become feverish, to be seized with a 
fever. Also (nonce-use) of the eyes, Zo fever out : 
to start out with fever or excitement. 

1754-64 SMELLIF Midwif. III. 380 She fevered and died. 
1791 NewTeE Zour Eng. & Scotl. 171 He never fevered with 
the fracture, and very soon recovered. 1820 Keats Hy:ferion 
1. 138 This passion. .made.. His eyes to fever out, his voice 
to cease. 1827 Scott ¥rz/. 5 Jan., I waked .. for five or 
six hours I think, then fevered a little. 

Jig. 1814 Byron Larva. xxvi, A hectic tint of secret care 
That for a burning moment fever'd there. 1818 Byron CA. 
Har. Ww. cxxii, Of its own beauty is the mind diseased, And 
fevers into false creation, 1834 Disrae.t Nev. Epick ul. vii, 
That eager blood That in old days..So oft hath fevered 
o’er victorious dreams. 

Hence Fe'vering //. a. 

1794 J. WittiaMs Crying Ef, 70 That high day of fevering 
youth. 1892 W. B. Scotr Aw/oé. I, ix. 98 At this moment of 
fevering unrest. 

+Fe'verable, a. Ods.—* [f. Fever sé. or v.+ 
-ABLE.] Affecting with fever; fever-like. 

1568 G. Skeyne Descr, Pest Aiij, Ane feuerable in- 
fectioun, maist cruelle, 

Fevered (fi vaid), pl. a. [f. as prec.+-ED.] 
a. Of the body: Affected with fever, extremely 
heated. b. Of the mind: Excited, over-wrought. 

1628 FELTHAM Resolves 1. 1xxxiv. 241 A feayered Body}; 
a boyling Stomacke. a@1653 G. Daniet /dyd/ ii. 45 For 
Feavered Minds, who..find noe Ease. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Aineid Vv, Her blood all fever’d. 1801 Soutnry Thalaba 
v. i, He lifted his fever'd face toheaven, 1843 J. MarTinEAU 
Chr. Life (1867) 148 A gale from heaven fanned his fevered 
brow. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. ALonast. Ord. (1863) 228 
Her attempt to guide or crush the .. fevered spirits of the 
time. 1865 Mrs. Cartyte Ze?t. III. 283 It is such a pity 
to arrive at home entirely fevered. 

Feverel, var. of FEBRUARY. 

+Fe'veress. Ods.—! [f. Fuvur sd. + -Ess 2.] 
Feverishness ; fever. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. exvi. (1495) 680 In 
them is moche superfluyte of watry moysture. .that is matere 
of longe durynge feueresse, 

Feveret ({zvarét). Also 8 feverette. [f. as 
prec.+-rT.] A slight fever. 

1712 Tuoressy Diary II. 149 This new distemper .. by 
physicians called a Feveret. 1769 S¢. Yames’ Chron. 3-5 
Aug. 4/2 You will certainly throw yourself into a violent 
Fever, or at least a Feveret. 1796 C. Burney Jem. 
Metastasio 11, 129 Your most welcome letter found me 
struggling witha catarrh and feverette. 1863 T. THompson 
Ann, Influenza 59 Throughout the whole course of this 
feveret, the patients expectorate largely. 

Jig. 1836 'T. Hook G. Gurney II. 211 They kept me in 
a perpetual feveret, 

Feverfew (fivoifiz, fev-). Forms: 1 féfer- 
fuze, -fuzie, 5 fevyrfue, 6 -fewe, fewerfew, 7 
feverfue, feaverfew, Sc. feverfoylie, 5- fever- 


few. See also FratHerrew, Ferrerror. [OE. 
Séferfuge, Sugie, ad. late L. febrifuga, L. febrifugia, 
f. L. febri- ( febris) fever + fug-are to drive away. 
The mod. form cannot directly descend from the OE.; its 
source is the AF. *fevrefue ( fewerfue c1265 in Wr.-Wiilck, 
556), which normally represents the Lat. Under FEATHERFEW 
(a corruption suggested by the ‘ feather-like’ appearance of 
the leaves) will be found forms in -/oy (:-OE. -/ugie), which 
in some dialects has been corrupted into -/oi/, The name 
feather-foil has by botanical writers been applied to another 
‘feather-leaved’ plant : see FEATHER sé. 19.] 
a. The plant Pyrethrum Parthenium. . dial. 


The Zrythrea Centaurium. 
c1000 Aitrric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 134 Febrefugia .. 
feferfuge, cx1o00 Sax, Leechd, I, 134 Curmelle feferfuge. 


FEVERISH. 


c 1428 Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 645 Hee febrifuga, fevyr- 
few. 1562 Turner Herbal 11.79 b, The new writers hold 
..that feuerfew is better for weomen. 1579 LANGHAM Gard. 
Health (1633) 234 Feuerfue comforteth the stomacke, and is 
good for the feuer quotidian. 1673 WeppERBuRN loc, 18 
(Jam.) Matricaria, feverfoylie. 1741 Compl. Fant. Piece t. 
iv. 258 Feverfew, Catmint, Pennyroyal, each 3 Handfuls. 
1861 Miss Prarr Flower. PZ. 11. 314 Common Fever-few. 

Feverish ({7varif), a. [f. FEvEr sd. + -1sH.] 

1. a, Having the symptoms constituting fever 
(see FEVER 56.1 a). ‘tb. Ill of a fever (ods.). 

1647 CowLry Mistress, Cure ii, Drink which feaverish 
men desire. 1680 Burnet Rochester 7o A Feaverish Man 
cannot judge of Tasts. 1701 PENN in Pa. Hist. Soc. Ment. 
IX. 47, [I] have had a restless, feverish night. 1779 JoHNSON 
Life Ascham Wks. IV. 635 He was for some years hectically 
feverish. 1796 JANE AUSTEN Sense & Sens. (1849) 228 Though 
heavy and feverish. .a good night’s rest was to cure her. 

2. fig. Excited, fitful, restless, now hot now 
cold. 

1634 Mitton Cows 8 Men..Strive to keep up a frail and 
feverish being, 1670 Baxter Cure Ch. Div. 174 To turn 
the native heat of Religion into a feavourish outside zeal 
about words. 1752 Hume £ss. § Treat. (1777) 1. 165 This 
feverish uncertainty. .in Human conduct seems unavoidable. 
1855 Macauray “ist. Eng. III. 228 A few hours of feverish 
joy were followed by weeks of misery. 

3. +a. Pertaining to fever. everish matter: 
the impurity in the blood supposed to give rise to 
fever (obs.). tb. Of the nature of fever; resembling 
fever or its symptoms. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vit. xliii., (1495) 256 
Rysynge and stondynge of heere..comith in the bodi 
of feuerysshe matere. 1651 Biccs New Disp. P 230 The 
feavorish matter doth not swim in the bloud. 1680 Woop 
Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 497 This month .. is an odde 
feaverish sickness dominant. 1695 BLiackmorE Py. Arth. 
1.575 Her Feaverish Thirst drinks down a Sea of Blood. 
1732 ArsuTHNoT Rules of Diet 324 The Regimen .. in 
the Article of Feyerish Rigors. 1802 Med. ¥rn/. VIII. 428 
Its effects in abating the feverish exacerbations are so con- 
siderable. 1810 Scotrr Lady of L. 1. xxxii, In feverish 
flood, One instant rushed the throbbing blood, 

4. Of climate, food, etc.: Apt to cause fever. 
Of a country: Infested by fever. 

1669 Narsoroucu Frul. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1694) 
14 A Fish larger than a Bonetto, but..feaverish Diet, 1803 
W. Taytor in Ayu, Rev. 1. 315 The feverish shore of St. 
Domingo. 1879 Sir G. CampseLtt White & Black 253 
Tracts which ‘are exceedingly feverish in summer. 1885 
G. S. Forses Wild Life in Canara 34 The climate of 
Soopah was occasionally very feverish for Hindoos. 

Feverishly (fverifli), adv. [f. prec. +-L¥2.] 
In a feverish manner: +a. Z¢. With the symptoms 
of fever (o/s.). b. fig. As if under the influence of 
fever; excitedly, fitfully, nervously, restlessly. 

1647 R. Stapy_ton Fuvenal 227 If they .. find .. Gallita 
feaverishly inclin’d, They post up prayers, 1684 tr. Bonet’s 
Merc. Compit. xv. 575 The Blood fermenting Feverishly 
through excess of Sulphur. 1833 Lams Zia (1860) 396 
Feverishly looking for this night’s repetition of the folly. 
1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxi, He watched Eva 
feverishly day by day. 1893 Daily News 29 June 6/4 In 
spite of a slight rally the closing was feverishly weak. 

Feverishness (ffvarifnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The state or condition of being feverish ; 
an instance of the same. /¢, and jig. 

1662 R. Matuew Und. Akh. § 76. 97 It is to their great 
benefit, in taking off from them .. feverishness. 1709 Lp. 


Suartessury Charact. (1711) Il. 129 Satiety..and Feverish: . 


ness of Desire, attend those who passionately study Pleasure. 
1764 Exiz. Carrer Let. Jan. (1809) III. 237 Lord Lyttelton 
has aslight feverishness. 1860-1 FLo. NIGHTINGALE Vuersing 
55 Feyerishness is generally supposed to be a symptom of 
fever—in nine cases out of ten it isa symptom of bedding. 

Fe'verite. zonce-wd. One who is ill of a fever. 

1800 Lams Lez¢. (1888) I. 143, I have. .obtained two young 
hands to supply the loss of the feverites. 

Feverless (ffvorlés). [f. FEVER sd. + -LESS.] 
Without fever, devoid of heat. 

1819 Keats in W. M. Rossetti Lz/e 161 Claret. . fills one’s 
mouth with a gushing freshness—then goes down cool and 
feverless. 

+Fever-lu‘rden. [f. Fever 5d. + Lurpen 
(imitating medical names of fevers). Said to sur- 
vive dial. as fever-lurgan, -lurgy, -largie.| The 
disease of laziness. 

¢1800 Blowbol’s Test. 75 in Hazl. EZ. P, P. 1. 93, I trow he 
was infecte certeyn With the faitour, or the fever lordeyn. 
1547 Boorpe Brev. Health cli. (1557) 55, 1 had almoste 
forgotten the feuer lurden, with the whiche manye .. yonge 
persons bee sore infected nowe a dayes. 1636 HeyLIN 
Sabbath u. 149 They have a feaver-lurdane, and they cannot 
stirre. 1808 JAMIESON //ever-largic, expl. ‘Two stomachs to 
eat, and none to work’; county unknown. 

+Fe'verly, a. Obs.—* [f. as prec.+-Lyl.] = 
FEVERISH 3. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 62 Feaverly 
heate maketh no digestion. 1847 Craic Veverdy, likea fever. 

Feverous (fzvoras), a. [f. as prec. + -ous.] 

+1. Ill of fever; affected by fever ;= FEVERISH I. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R, xvu. xcix. (1495) 665 Swete 
pomegarnades easith.. feuerous men, ¢1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 222 It wole make a man yvel disposed & feverous. 
1620 VENNER Via Recta ii. 24 They are lesse hurtfull, for 
such as are feuorous, then other wines are, 1796 CoLE- 
“‘pipGE Dest, Nations Poems I. 206 Cool drops on a feverous 
cheek. 

transf. and fig. 1800 Hurpis Fav. Village tor The 
fev’rous kettle with internal evil..totters on the bars, 1820 
Keats Eve St. Agnes x, A hundred swords Will storm his 
cheart, Love’s fev’rous citadel, , ‘ 
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2. fig. =FEVERISH 2. 

1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. ut. i. 75, 1 do feare thee 
Claudio..Least thou a feauorous life shouldst entertaine. 
1649 Mitton Ezkon. xv. (1851) 450 The feverous rage of 
Tyrannizing. 1749 SMoLLeTT Regicide v. i, Whose fev’rous 
life. .feels the incessant throb Of ghastly paine! 1817 Cote- 
riwDGE Biog. Lit. 1. ix. 139 His intellectual powers were 
never stimulated into fev’rous energy. 1865 Ruskin Sesame 
p. xv, Feverous haste..has become the law of their being. 

Of, pertaining to, of the nature of, or character- 
istic of a fever; =F EVERISH 3. 
1393 Gower Conf. II, 147 This feverous malady. 1503 


Hawes Lxamp. Virt. xii. 237 Exylynge the feuerous frosty _ 


coldnes, 1576 Baker Fewell of Health 4a, The. .feverous 
burning of the Heart. 1645 Br. Hatt Remedy Discontents 
53 They finde themselves overtaken vvith feverous dis- 
tempers. 1796-7 CoLERIDGE Poevs (1862) 30 A dreamy pang 
in morning’s feverous doze. 1820 Keats /sadel xliv, What 
feverous hectic flame Burns in thee, child? 1864 TENNYSON 
Ln, Ard, 230 A night of feverous wakefulness. 

4. Apt to cause fever. 

1626 Bacon Sy/va § 786 Southern-Winds .. without Rain, 
do cause a Fevorous disposition of the Year. 1827 H. Cotr- 
RIDGE Ox Infancy in Lit. World 21 Mar. (1890) The feverous 
summer’s beam alike she dreads. 1850 KincsLey At. Locke 
xli, Hark! from..Feverous alley. .Swells the wail of Eng- 
lishmen. 1890 Lougman’s Mag. July 284 He was glad.. 
to retire from the feverous autumn. 

Hence Fe'verously adv. 

@163t Donne Poems (1650) 77 A malady Desperately 
hot, or changing feverously. 1829 Anniversary, The Poet 
249 He, who .. feverously grasps at a splendid loss, 1879 
G. Macvonatp P. Fader III. i. 4 Either she would talk 
feverously, or sit in the gloomiest silence. 

+Fevery, @ Ods. [f. as prec.+-y1l.] Af 
fected by fever; feverish. 

1611 B. Jonson Catiline un. ii, And all thy body feuery. 
21612 CuHarpMaN Yo Live with Little Wks, 1875. 158 
A fevery man’s thirst. 

Few (fiz), a. Forms: 1 féawe, féawa, féa, 
2 feeu, 2-3 feawe, Ori. feewe, 4 south. veawe, 
(3 feaue), 3-6 fewe, 3-4 south. vewe, 3-5 feu(e, 
(3 feuwe, fawe, south. vawe, fowe, 6 feowe), 3 
fa, 3-5 fo(e, fon(e, (3 foun, fune, 5 fewne, 
foyn(e), 4- few. compar. 4 fewere, Sc. fewar, 
foner, 6—-fewer, superl. 5 fewis(t, 6— fewest. 
[Common Teut.; OE. féawe pl. (usually fgéawa on 
the analogy of the adverbial fe/a, FELE many), 
contracted /éa, corresp. to OFris. fé@ (very rare), 
OS. fah, OHG. fao, fd, pl. fohe, ON. fa-r (Sw. fa, 
Da. foa), Goth. fawai pl.; repr. OTeut. *fawo-, 
cognate with L. pau-cus, Gr. mav-pos of same mean- 
ing, L. paz/lus little (:—*paz-r-los), pau-per poor, 
and perh. with Gr. mavew to stop. 

The equivalent words in OHG. and ON., and the synony- 
mous cognates in Gr. and Lat., were occasionally used in 
sing. with the senses ‘rare’, ‘not numerous’, ‘small in 
quantity’, In OE, the sing. is not recorded, unless /éa 
with partitive genitive (as in_/éa worda) may sometimes be 
neut. absol. ; cf. similar use of ON. att, Fr. wn peu de. 
The use of ea as adv. ‘little, not much’ is another survival 
of the prehistoric use of the sing. The word is not found in 
the extant remains of ONorthumbrian. The ME. forms /a 
(northern), 7o (northern and north midland) have the ap- 
pearance of being from ON.; the forms for(e, foun, fewne, 
etc. seem to have arisen from the addition of z as a plural 
suffix, but the 7 remains in the comparative fouer.] 

1, Not many; amounting to a small number. 


Often preceded by dut, + full, so, too, very, + well, 
Without prefixed word, few usually implies antithesis with 
‘many’, while in a few, some few the antithesis is with 
‘none at all’. Cf. ‘few, or perhaps none’, ‘a few, or 
perhaps many’. 
a. qualifying a plural sb. expressed or to be sup- 
plied from context. 

c900 Beda's Hist. 1. xvi. [xxix.] (1890) 88 Pztte her were 
micel rip onweard & fea worhton. 1154 O. L. Chron. (Laud 
MS.) an. 1138 Mid feeu men, cx200 Vices § Virtues (1888) 
25 Dis understandep auer to feawe saules. c1275 Lay. 
26669 [Hii] leope to ban Bruttus and feue hii par nemen. 
a@ 1300 Cursor A. 27864 (Cott.) par es sinnes foun. .wers for 
to mend. 1340 HAmpote Pr. Consc. 764 Fone men may 
now fourty yhere pas, And foner fifty. c1q0o MaunpEv. 
(Roxb.) vil. 24 In Egipte er bot fewe castelles. c1420 Sir 
Amadace (Camden) lxx, Ther is ladis now in lond fulle foe 
That wold haue seruut hor lord soe. c1440 Vork Myst. xxi. 
72 With wordes fewne. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
123 b, The gyfte of prerogatyue called discrecyon..is but in 
fewe. persones. 1596 SHaxs. 1 Hen. JV, u. iv. 111 That 
euer this Fellow should haue fewer words then a Parret. 
1399 — Much Ado 1.i.7 How many Gentlemen haue you 
lost? But few. 1611 Brste ¥od xiv. x Man that is borne of 
a woman, is of few dayes, 1734 BerxeLey Hy/as § P. (ed, 3) 
mu. Wks, 1871 I. 306 Few men think, yet all have opinions. 
1751 Orrery Remarks on Swift, Guilty in so few sentences 
of somany solecisms. 1762-71 H. Waxpote Vertue's Anecd. 
Paint. (1786) II]. 47 No fewer than twenty-eight views. 
1845 Bupp Dis. Liver 280 Among the numbers of bodies 
that I examined..very few..had gall-stones. 1870 E, Pra- 
cock Ralf Skirl. Il. 189 A man of few words. 

b. absol.=few persons. 

Beowulf 1412 (Gr.) He feara sum beforan gengde. ¢975 
Rushw. Gosf. Matt. xx, 16 Monize forpon sindun zeceged 
& feawe sodlice zecoren. cxooo Ags. Gosp. ibid.. And 
feawa zecorene. a1225 Leg. Kath. 950 For nis him no 
derure for to adweschen feole pen fewe. a@ 1300 Cursor 
M, $496 (Cott.) Fa it wist quat it wald mene. ¢1340 Lé7d. 
19495 (Trin,) Of fewere pen of bre may no bisshop sacred 
be. ¢1430 Syr Tryam. 540 Fewe for hym wepyth. 1484 
Caxton. Fables of Alfonce (1889) 1 Many one ben frendes 
of wordes only, but fewe ben in fayth or dede, 1548 Hatt 
Chron. 16x Many sought for him, but few espied hym. 
1653 Hotcrorr-Procopius 1, 8 The Enemy ..entring the 














FEW. 


Town by few at a time. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) 
V. 47 ‘That curiosity very few have an opportunity of 
gratifying. 182x Surttey //ed/as 184 Few dare, and few 
who dare Win the desired communion. 

ce. followed by partitive genitive, and later by of 

Beowulf 2662 (Gr.) Fea worda cwxd. 918 O. E. Chron. 
an. 918 Hira feawa on wez comon. c1000 Ags. Gos. Matt. 
ix. 37 Witodlice micel rip ys, and feawa wyrhtyna. 1297 
R. Grouc. (1724) 402 Pere of scapede vewe alyue. c 1330 
R. Brunne Chrov. (1725) 242 He went to play a wile with 
fo of his banere. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 14 
Fewe of them..miscaryed. 1611 Brpte Devt. vii. 7 Ye were 
the fewest of all people. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eg. 1. 445 
Few of the members of the late cabinet had any reason to 
expect his favour. 1875 Hevps £ss., Aids Contentment 11 
How few of your fellow-creatures can haye the opportunity. 

d. predicatively. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter cvil. 39 Fea sewordne sindun. c 1000 
Ags. Ps. cviii[i]. 8 Sien degas his fea. a@1300 Z. £. Psalter 
cvi[i]. 39 Pai ere fone made. a1300 Cursor M. 8599 (Cott.) 
Pair clathes was sa gnede and fa. 1483 Cath. Angl. 129/2 
‘To be Fewe, rvareve. 1594 Hooker Eccl. Pol. 1. (1676) 71 
It behoveth our words to be wary and few. 1711 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 93 P 1 We are always complaining our Days are 
few. 1764 Gotpsm. 7vav. 212 If few their wants, their 
pleasures are but few. 1848 Macauray Hist. Eng. Il. 441 
The gunmakers of Utrecht were found too few to execute 
the orders. 1863 LyELL Amtig. Man 4 They may be fewer 
in number than was supposed. 1865 J. C. Witcocks Sea 
Hisherman (1875) 163 The weed becomes very troublesome, 
and the fish consequently few and far between. 

e. Some few: an inconsiderable number of. 
Also elipt., absol., and followed by of. 

1593 SHaAks. (ich, J, m1. ili. 4 The king .. lately Janded 
With some few priuate friends. 1621 Be. Mounracu Dza- 
tribe 526 Vnlesse ‘ some few’ and ‘ many’ in your language 
beallone. 1684 J. Lacy Sir H. Bugfoonv, 111 Dram. Wks. 
(1875) 294 Fud. He is the first subject that ever made him- 
selfa Knight. Her. Not by some few, my lord. 1747 S. 
Fietpinc Lett. David Simple (1752) II. 158 Some few 
women. JZod. Some few of the survivors are still living. 

f. Zhe few: a specified company small in num- 
ber; often with qualifying adj. Now often=‘ the 
minority’; opposed to che many, 

3849 CoveRDALE Evasm. Par. 2 Cor. vi. 17 They are but 
fewe, but onles ye auoyde the same fewes companie. 1676 
Marve.i Jy. Smirke 28 A Few of the Few.. have been 
carrying on a constant Conspiracy. 1697 DrypEen Virg. 
“i neid 1x. 244 The wakeful few, the fuming Flaggon ply. 
1777 PRIESTLEY Matt. § Spir. (1782) I. Pref. ro The favour 
of the few may silence the clamour of the many. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 183 A life not for the many, but 
for the few. f 

+g. ellipt. J few=in few words; in short. 
Also, Zo speak few (=L. pauca loguz). Obs. 

1826 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 246 b, Be euer doynge 
well, & speke but fewe. 1565 Jewet Def AZol. (1611) 116 
To say al in few, they refused the name. 1597 Suaks. 
2 Hen. IV, 1. i. 112 In few; his death. .tooke fire and heate 
away. 1611 B. Jonson Catzdize u1. ii, I'll..end in few. 1667 
Mitton P. ZL. x. 157 He thus to Eve in few : Say Woman, 
what is this which thou hast done? 1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 
476 The firm resolve I here in few disclose. 1742 Younc JVé. 
Th. ix. 533 In few, to close the whole, The moral muse has 
shadow’d out a sketch. 1848 J. A. CartyLe tr. Dazte’s 
Inferno (x849) 71 Who shall tell in few the many fresh pains 
and travails that I saw? 

h. At (he) fewest: at the lowest estimate of 
number. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 3599 Of sithid chariotis him sued .. 
At pe fewist, as I find a fouretene thousand. Jdzd. 3738 
Of females at be fewis foure & xxti Mille. 

2. Like the cardinal numerals, few may be used 
to form with a plural sb. a virtual collective noun, 
preceded by a, every, or (rarely) ¢haz, but construed 
with plural verb. (Cf. ME. az five mile, an fourti 
jer; and see EVERY I e.) 

a. A few: asmallnumber of. Wot a few : many. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 18 Pe kyng with a fewe men hym- 
self flew at be laste. c¢1386 CHaucer Pro/. 641 A fewe 
termes coude he. c1q00 Rom, Rose 5988 He shall in a fewe 
stoundes Lese all his markes. 31850 Sir R. Morysine Let. 
17 Dec. in Tytler Hdw. VI, I. 345 I pray you let me now 
and then have a few lines from you. 1611 SHaks. Cyd. iv. 
ii. 283 Heere’s a few Flowres. 1744 BERKELEY S7ris § 82 The 
. constant use of tar-water for a few weeks. 1796 H. HunTER 
tr. S¢.-Pierre’s Stud. Nat. (1799) 11. 474, I will deliver my 
thoughts ..in a few words. 1848 W. H. BartLetr Zeypt 
to Pad. x. (1879) 220 One rock a few feet square. 

b. with ellipsis of sb. Often followed by of. 
Also aésol. a few persons ; occas. with an adj., as 
a faithful, select, etc. few, in which it approaches 
the nature of a sb. + 4 fewer : a smaller number of. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 19782 (Cott.) He badd ba men be all 
vte-don, bat in pat hus left bot a fon. ¢1380 Sir Ferumd. 
953 Al pe feldes bo wern y-fuld of dede men on pe grounde, 
Saue an vewe pat leye & 3ulde. @1400-50 Alexander 2061 
Fra his faes with a fewe be filde to de-voide. ¢ 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 105, I shall say thertylle of good 
wordes a foyne. 1547 LaTIMER Seri. & Renz. (1845) 426 
Of which sort we have a fewer amongst us than I would. 
1601 SHaxs. Ad's Wellt. i. 73 Loue all, trust a few, Doe 
wrong tonone. 1719 De For Crusoe (1882) 540 Thieves, of 
which, it seems there were not a few. 1723 Porr Let. to 
Swift 12 Jan., To pass my days with you, and a few such as 
you. -a@1748 Swirt Wks. 1778 VI. 358 Party is the madness 
of many, for the gain ofa few. 1801 SoutuEy Thalaba 1, xliii, 
A faithful few Prest through the throng to joinhim. 1871 
Mortey Voltaire (1886) 2 A level which had..been reached 
only by a few. 1872 Harpwick Yrad, Lanc, 175 A select 
few of tried old friends. 

ce. That few: rarely used for those few. 

1854 Tennyson Jo #. D, Maurice 5 That honest few 
Who give the Fiend himself his due, 186x PRESIDENT 


FEWE. 


Lincorn Jfessage to Congress 3 Dec., A few men own 
capital, and that few avoid labour themselves. 

da. A good few: a fair number (of); (dzal, and 
collog.). Quite afew (U.S.): a considerable number. 

1863 Mrs. Toocoop Yorksh. Dial., There were a good few 
apples on it. 1864 CARLYLE Predh. Gt. 1V. 122 Of cannon 
a good few. 1865 /bid. V. xix. v. 499 A good few sorrows. 
1865 J. G. Bertram Harvest of Sea (1873) 85 As soon as 
they are able to eat — which is not for a good few days. 
1883 P. Roninson in Harfer’s Mag. Oct. 706/1 There’s 
quite a few about among the rocks. ; 

e. Every few (hours, miles, etc.): every series 
or group of a few; chiefly in advb. phrases. 

+ 3. Of a company or number: Small. So of 
a leader, zo be few in number. Obs. 

1460 Paston Lett. No. 357 I. 526 The Duc of Excestre 
and other, with a few mayne. 1475 Bk. Noblesse, He saw 
so few a companie of the Romains. 1531 Etyor Gov. 1. xviii, 
A few nombre of houndes. c¢x1565 LinpEsay (Pitscottie) 
Chron. Scot. (1728) 120 The earl of Angus was come .. and 
but a few number with him. c¢1610 Sir J. Merv Mem. 
(1735) 13 He .. did ride to the Parties himself with a few 
company. 1611 BisLe Gen. xxxiv. 30, I being few in 
number. 1711 Swirt Leé.19 July, There was a drawing-room 
to-day .. but so few company, that [etc.]. 1828 C. Worps- 
wortH Charles I, Author of Icén Basiliké 133 Their number 
assuredly has not been few. ‘ 

4. Of quantity: Not much. 4 few: a little. 

a. qualifying a sb. in sing. Ods. exc. dial. in 
afew broth, gruel, porridge. 

[Possibly a survival of the use of the sing. of the adj. as in 
ON.; but the sbs. to which it is now prefixed are treated 
in dialects as plural, and referred to with pl. pronoun.] 

1362 Lane. P, P2. A, vu. 269 A fewe Cruddes and Craym. 
1550 Lever Sev. (Arb.) 122 Hauyng a fewe porage made 
of the brothe of the same byefe. 1607 Torsett Mour-/. 
Beasts (1658) 199 Broath .. to sup now and then a few. 
1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 68 A pecke .. of malte and 
some few honey. 1803S. Peccr Anecd. Eng. Lang. xvi. 
(1844) 181 ‘Stay a few while,’ a Londoner says. 1825 
Brockett WV. C. Words 73 A ‘little few broth’, 188: 
Leicestersh. Gloss., ‘Av’ a few moor broth .. thee're very 
good to-dee !’ 

b. absol. 4 few. Used collog. or slang in 
ironical sense,=‘a good bit’; also adverbially. 
Also, ot a few: considerably. 

[Perh. orig. a comic Gallicism, after Fr. 2 fez.] 

1761 A. Murpuy Citizen 11. i, 1. .throw myeyes about a few. 
1778 Susan Burney Let. in Mad. D’Arblay's Early Diary 
july, Your letter which diverted him not a few. 1807 W, 

RVING Salmag. (1824) 199 He was determined to astonish 
the natives a few! 1837-40 Hatisurton Clock. (1862) 177 
You must lie a few to put em off well. 1855 SMEDLEY H. 
Coverdale v.26 ‘Can you sita leap?’ ‘I believe you, rayther, 
just a very few.’ 1857 Kincstey Two Y. Ago III. vii, If 
one man in a town has pluck and money, he may doit, It’ll 
cost hima few. 1865 Lowext Le?t. (1894) I. 347, lam..a 
little few (un Petit Pex) vexed. 

5. Comb., parasynthetic, as few-acred, -celled, 
-flowered, -layered, -seeded, -whorled. 

1847 Loner. Ev. 11. ii.9 *Few-acred farmers. 1875 Dawson 
Dawn of Life vi. 139 *Few-celled germs. 1776 WITHERING 
Brit. Plants (1796) Il. 138 *Few-flowered. 186: Miss 
Pratt ‘lower, Pl. V1. 25 Few-flowered Sedge. Spikelet of 
from four to six flowers, the two upper barren. 1884 BowER 
& Scotr De Bary’s Phaner. & /erns 518 Narrow one- or 
*few-layered bands. 1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 175 
*Few-seeded fruit. 1851 Woopwarp JZollusca 83 Shell in- 
volute. .*few-whirled. 

Fewd(e, obs. form of Frup sd.1 

+ Fewe. Obs. rare—'. [? a. OF. fude:—L. fuga 
flight ; cf. Frurr, The synonym Fuse seems to 
have arisen from the plural of this word ; otherwise 
a misprint for few¢e might be suspected.] = FEuTE 
sb. 

1525 Lp. Berners Fvoiss. II. xxvii. 32 b, He was ryght 
desyrous to folowe his pray, and folowed the fewe of the hart. 

Fewel, obs. form of FuEv. 

Fewer, Fewle, obs. forms of Frver, Fown. 

+Fewmand, v. Ods.—! [Belongs to the ima- 
ginary Sherwood dialect of the piece ; cf. Fumisu.] 
trans. To foul, to soil. 

1637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. u. ii, They [a young badger 
and a ferret] fewmand all the claithes. 

Fewmets, Fewmishing: see Fv-. 

Fewness (fivnés). [f. Few + -nzss.] 
quality or fact of being few. 


1. Scantiness in number ; paucity, small number. 

cgo00 Beda’s Hist. 1. xv. [xxi.] (1891) 222 Seo feanis nedde 
para sacerda peette aan biscop sceolde beon ofer tuu folc. 
¢ 1000 Ags. Ps. ci[i]. 24 Feanisse dega minra sege me. @ 1300 
EL. E. Psalter, tbid., Feunesse of mi daies. 1382 Wyciir 
zbid., Fewenesse of my da3is. 1482 Monk of Evesham 
(Arb.) 89 The fewnes of spyrytuall men. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. I. 387 For feuenes thai did fle. x161x Sprep 
Hist. Gt. Brit. vii. xxxvi. (1632) 385 Seeing the fewnes of 
their pursuers. 1709 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 
282 Spoke in vain because of the fewness of Auditors. 1859 
Jeruson Brittany ii. 9, I congratulated myself .. on the 
fewness of the things which I possessed. 

th. Lewness and truth: in few words and 

truly. Ods. 

1603 SHaks, Afeas. for M. 1. iv. 39 Fewnes, and truth; tis 
thus, Your brother, and his louer haue embrac’d. 

2. Scantiness in amount; small quantity. rare. 
_ 186r Darwin in Life § Left, (1887) II]. 265 The pollen, so 
important from its fewness. 1884 Tennyson Becket m. iii, 
Doth not the fewness of anything make the fulness of it in 
estimation ? 

Fewsty, obs. form of Fusry. 


Fewt(e(e, fewthe, -tye, obs, ff. of Fraury. 


The 
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Fewte, var. form of FrutE, Ods. 

+ Few'ter, sd. Ols. Forms: 4 feuter, (few- 
tyre), 5 fewter, -tir(e, -tre. [a. OF. feutre, 
fautre (:—late L. filtrum: see FELT, FiLTER), lit. 
‘felt’, hence a felt-lined socket for a spear.] 

The rest or support for a lance or spear attached 
to the saddle of a knight or man-at-arms. 
c1350 Will. Palerne 3437 Wip spere festened in feuter. 
?ax400 Morte Arth. 1366 A faire floreschte spere in fewtyre 
he castes. c1450 Merlin 127 Gripynge his spere in the 
fewtre. c1470 Henry Wadlace m1. 168 Thair cheyff chyftan 
.. In fewtir kest a fellone aspre sper. 1470-85 Matory 
Arthur v1. ii, Syre Ector .. in fewter cast his spere and 
smote the other knyghte a grete buffet. 

+Few'ter, v1 Ods. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
put (a spear) into the ‘ fewter’ or rest. 

c1400 Melayne 1474 Thay ferlyde why he fewterde his 
spere. 1470-85 Matory Arthur vi. vi, And thenne they 
fewtryd their sperys. 1557 K. Arthur (Copland) v. ix, 
Whan syr Gawayn espyed this gaye knyght he fewtred hys 
spere and rode strayght unto hym. 1596 Spenser /, Q. Iv. 
vi. 10 He his threatfull speare Gan fewter. 

+ Few'ter, v.2 Ols. Also Funter. [ad. OF. 
Jfeutrer to make into felt.] a. ¢vans. To pack or 
set (men) close together. b. ctr. for vefl. To 
close in battle, come to close quarters. 

2a1400 Morte Arth. 1711 F fifty thosandez of folke .. are 
fewteride on frounte undyr 3one fre-bowes, 1513 DouGLas 
AE neis x. vi. 166 Thai fewtyr fut to fut and man to man. 

+Few'terer. Obs. Forms: a. 4-5 vewter. 
B. 6-8 feuterer, futerer, pheu-, phewterer, 6- 
fewterer. [ME. vewter and early mod.E. fewterer 
appear to be corrupted adoptions of AF. veutrier 
(=Anglo-Lat. veltrarzus) in same sense, f. OF. 
veutre, vautre, veltre (later F. vautre)=Pr. veltre, 
It. veltro :—popular L. *ve/trum, corruption of L. 
vertragum (nom, -u#s) greyhound, a Gaulish word, 
f. Celtic ver- intensive prefix + root ¢vag- to run.] 

A keeper of greyhounds. Also in a wider sense, 
an attendant. Also with defining word prefixed ; 


as fox-, yeoman-fewterer. 

c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Kut, 1146 To trystors vewters 30d. 
c1450 Bk, Curtasye 631 in Babees Bh. (1868) 320 Po vewter, 
two cast of brede he tase, Two lesshe of grehoundes yf pat 
he hase. 1545 Jove £2/. Dan. iii. E vb, These pharisaicall 
foxe fewterers. 1599 B. Jonson Lv. Man out of Hum, u. 
iii, And perhaps stumble upon a yeoman pheuterer, as I doe 
now. @1625 FLETCHER Woman's Prize u, ii, A dry nurse 
to his coughs, a fewterer To such a nasty fellow. 169 
Biount Law Dict. s.v. Vautrier, Hence our corrupted 
word Feuterer, fora Dog-keeper. 1741 Compl. Fant.-Piece 
1, i, 312 He that is chosen Fewterer, or that lets loose the 
Greyhounds. 1801 Sporting Mag. XVIII. 100 Feuterer, a 
dog-keeper. 

Fewterlock, dial. form of FETTERLOCK. 

Fewtir(e, var. of FEwrEr, Obs. 

+Few'trer. Ols. rare—1._ [a. OF. feutrier, f. 
Seutre felt.) A felt-maker, a worker in felt. 

14.. Lat.-Eng. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 582 Medorarius 
[?read Soderarius), a fewtrer, ‘ ‘ ; 

Fewtrils (fiz trilz), sd. 2/7. dial. Little things, 
trifles. Cf. FaTTRELS. 

e1750 J. Cotuier (Tim Bobbin) Zanc. Dial. Gloss., 
Fewitrils, little things. 1854 Dickens Hard 7.1, xi, ‘I ha’ 
gotten decent fewtrils about me agen,’ 1857 J. ScHOLES 
Saunt to see Queen 28 (Lanc. Gloss.) Peg had hur hoppet ov 
hur arm wi her odd fewtrils. 

+Few'ty. Ods. Sc. In6 fewtie. [f. Frew+ 
-TY.] The condition of being few; scarcity. 

1596 Darrymp-e tr. Leslie's Hist, Scot. (1885) 59 The 
raritie and fewtie or scant of sum of thame. 

+ Fex. Obs.rare—'. [ad. L. fex. Cf. Faces.] 
Sediment, waste, excrement. 

1545 Raynotp Byrth Mankynde (1564) 73 b, A watery 
substance, thicke like bryne, or other fex mixed with water. 

Fex, var. of Fax, Ods., hair. 

Fey ({é'), a. chiefly Sc. Forms: 1 f&3e, 3 feize, 
South. veeize, vaize, feeie, south. veeie, faie, 3-4 
feie, south. veie, feye, 4 feize, south. veijze, fei, 
4-5 fay, (8 fie), 4- fey. [Common Teut.; OE. 
Suge =OS. fégt (MDu. vége, Du. veer), OHG. feigi 
(MHG, vezge in same sense, also timid, cowardly, 
mod.G. jfeige cowardly), ON. j/ezer:—OTeut. 
*faigjo-; the ulterior etymology is uncertain: see 
Kluge and Franck.] 

1. Fated to die, doomed to death; also, at the 
point of death; dying. In literary use now arch. 
Still in popular use in Scotland: see quot. 1861. 

Beowulf 1568 (Gr.) Bil eal burhwod fegne flaschoman. 
Ibid. 2141 Nes ic fexze pa syt. axooo Byrhtnoth 119 
(Gr.) A£t fotum feoll feeze cempa. c120§ Lay. 517 Heo 
weren summe faie [c1275 veie]. 1393 Lanci. P. P/. C,. 
xvi. 2 As a frek pat feye were forth gan ich walke. 
c1450 Henryson Jfor. Had. 58 Death on the fayest fall. 
c1470 Henry Wallace iv. 92 Fey on the feld he has him 
left for deid. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 378 Throw 
misgyding, or than the man wes fey. 17.. Yock o' the Side 
xxx, in Scott Minstr. Scott. Bord. (1869) 103 There’l nae 
man die but him that’s fie. 1790 Burns Sheriffinuir ii, 
Thro’ they dash’d, and hew’d, and smash’d, Till fey men 
died awa, man. 1828 Scorr /. AZ. Perth xvi, Man! art 
thou fey! 186x Ramsay Remin. Ser. 1.75 When a person 
does anything that is contrary to his habits or dispositions 
it is common. .to say, ‘I wish the bodie be na fey’; that is, 
that this unwonted act may not be a prelude to his death. 
1882 A, Lanc Helen of Troy v1. xvi, O’er strange meat they 
revell’d like folk fey. 











FIANCE. 


absol. axrooo Andreas 1532 (Gr.) Feze swulton .. on 
zeofene. c1z0§ Lay. 31227 Feollen ba uaize. a1250 Prov. 
“é fred 170 in O. E, Misc, 112 For nys no wrt .. Pat euer 
mvwe bas feye furp vp-holde. 1799 A. Jounston in Statist. 
Acc. Scott. XXI. 148 The Fye gave due warning by certain 
signs of approaching mortality. /é/d. 149 [Superstition 
having diminished,] the Fye has withdrawn his warning, 
and the elf his arrows, [In Hone’s Every-day Bk. 11. ror9, 
followed by many later writers, /ye in quots. 1799 is taken 
as a synonym of Fetcu. This seems to be a mistake.] 

+2. Leading to or presaging death; deadly, 
fatal. Ods. 

c1470 Henry Wallace 1x. 1342 Full fey was maid that 
rout. 1513 Doucias eis x. Prol. 124 Bittyr was that 
frute for his ofspring and fey. 1799 Statist. Acc. Scot. XXI, 
150 What Frye token do ye see about me? 

+ 3. Accursed, unfortunate, unlucky. Ods. 

azo00 Crist 1534 (Gr.) On pat deope del .. gefeallad .. 
synfulra here .. faze gestas. 1340-70 Alisaunder 397 For 
dis feye folk Ser so fouli was harmed. 1513 DouGLas ners 
m1, ix. 48 And of the company of fey Vlixes. 

+4. Feeble, timid; sickly, weak. Ods. 

a1000 Guthlac 281 (Gr.) Nis min breostsefa forht ne feege. 
c1350 Med. MS. in Archzxol. XXX. 376 Parwynke..beryth 
blo flour, His stalkys arn..feynt &feye. c14z0 Avow. Arvih. 
iv, Feye folke will he fere. 1513 DouGLas nets Xu. Vv. 41 
That now, thus sleuthfully, sa fant and fey Huvis still on 
thir feldis, E 

Hence Fey‘dom, the state of being ‘fey’. 

1823 Gatt Extail 1. 156 ‘I would hae thought the half o't 
anuncoalmous frae you. I hope it’s no a fedam afore death,’ 

Fey, var. of Fay 50.1 Odés. faith. 

Fey, obs. form of Fay v.2, FEE sb.2, For. 

Feyde, Feyer, obs. forms of FEED, Far. 

Feyffe, obs. form of FIVE. 

Feygne, feynze, feynyn, obs. ff. FEIGN v. 

Feylour, var. of FELouRE, Ods. 

Feyn(e(n, obs. forms of Farin, FEIGN. 

Feynd, feynt, obs. and Sc. forms of FIEND. 

Feynt(e, Feyre, obs. forms of Fant, FEAR v. 

Feysaunte, obs. form of PHEASANT. 

Feyt, obs. form of Ficxr. 

Feythhed. 00s. [f. OE. fs} enmity +-hed, 
-HEAD.] Hostility. 

1297 R. GLouc. (Rolls) App. G 59 Cloten.. his foredene 
[v. x. feythhed] for howede. 

Feytous, var. of FEaTous a. Ods. 

Fez (fez). [a. (? through F. fez) Turk. (3 /es, 
ils fés; the name of the town Fez (in Morocco) 
is spelt in the same way, and it is alleged that the 
Jez is so called from the town, where formerly it 
was chiefly manufactured. ] 

A skull-cap formerly of wool, now of felt, of a 
dull crimson colour, in the form of a truncated 
cone, ornamented with a long black tassel; the 
national head-dress of the Turks. 

1802-3 tr. Padlas’ Trav, (1812) I]. 347 The clergy and the 
aged wear under it [a high cap] the Fez, or a red, woven 
calotte. 1851 Layarp Pop, Acc. Discov. Nineveh viii. 196 
Round his fez .. endless folds of white linen. 1863 SPEKE 
Discov. Nile 261, 1 gave each_of my men a fez cap. 1884 
J. T. Bent in Macm. Mag. Oct. 426/2 The island sailors 
with their blue baggy trousers, red fezes, and bare legs. _ 

Hence Fezzed Z//. a., furnished with or wearing 
a fez. Also Fe‘zzy a., novce-wd., in same sense. 

1891 New Review Dec. 517 Fezzed officials. 1876 G. 
Merepitu Beauch. Career 1, iv. 63 The fezzy defenders of 
the border fortress. 

Fezen, fezzan, dial. forms of PHEASANT. 

+ Fiable, feable, a Ods. [a. OF. fable, 
Jeable, faith{ul, confident, f. fer to trust.] Faithful ; 
in quot. quasi-sd, 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg’. 437/2 Fader wylte thou receyue 
thys hoostye..for al the fyables of god that are or lyue. 

Hence Fe‘ably adv., confidently. 

c1490 Caxton Blanchardyn (E.E,17.S.) 128 Seeng pat 
feabli he myght speke without doubte or fear. 

|| Fiacre (fzakr). [F. fiacre; it is said that the 
vehicles first so called belonged to an innkeeper 
(in 1648) who lived at the sign of St. Fvacre (De 
Broc Anc. Régime 11. 188).] A small four-wheeled 
carriage for hire, a hackney-coach, a French cab, 

1699 M. Lister Yourn, Paris xii, They are most, even 
Fiacres or Hackneys, hung with Double Springs. 1741 tr. 
D Argens’ Chinese Lett. i. 5 This miserable Vehicle, which 
the French call a Fiacre (i.e. a Hackney-Coach). 1826 
Loner. in Life (1891) I. vii. 8x Cabriolets, fiacres, and 
carriages of all kinds. 1885 R. BucHanan Annan Water 
xxvii, Hailing a fiacre, he jumped in. 

Fialle, obs. form of PHIAL. 

+ Fiangailles, sd. 2/. Os. In 5 fyansialles, 


7 fiancialles, fiansals, [a. F. fancazlles sb. pl., 
a betrothal, f. fazcer to betroth.} A betrothal. 

Ae Caxton Yason 127 During the fyansialles and 
trouthplightyng of Iason and Creusa., 1625 J. CHAMBER- 
LAIN Let, 6 May in Crt. §& Times Chas. I (1848) I. 18 The 
fiancialles were performed on Thursday. 1655 DiGcEs 
Compl. Ambass. 183 Might she with a good Conscience 
substitute a Papist for her sons Proctor for the Fiansals. 

+ Fiance, sb. Obs. Forms: 4-5 fiaunce, 5-6 
fyaunce, (5 fyence), 6 fiance, [a.OF. france f. 
Jer to trust. ] 

1, Confidence, trust. 

1340 Ayend. 164 Pe uerste poynte of prowesse hi clepieb 
magnanimitie. be ober fiaunce. ¢c1400 Rom. Rose 5484 
In whom no man shulde affye, Nor in hir yeftis have fiaunce, 


FIANCE. 


¢1440 Generyaes 5610 In whom suerly is all her fyence. 
a@1555 Puirror tr. Curio’s Def. in Exam. §& Writ. (Parker 
pan 348 They admonish me that I neither give any fiance 
to thee, 

2. A promise, word of honour. 

1470-85 Matory Arthur i. iii, Syre Ector..made fyaunce 
to the kyng for to nourisshe the child lyke as the Kynge de- 
syred, 1592 WyrtEY Avmorie 7o From his gag’d fiaunce 
cleere I set him free. 

+ Fiance, v. Obs. [f. F. fiancer, f. france a 
promise ; see prec. | 

l. trans. a, =A¥FFIANCE v.2. b. To give one’s 
troth to; to take as one’s betrothed. 

az14so Kut. de la Tour \xxvii.gg He wold graunte and 
fyaunce her toa man whiche was a paynym. 1560 Daustr. 
Sleidane’s Comme, 433. a, The Duke of Florence had fiaunced 
his daughter to Ascanio the Byshop of Romes nephewe. 
1613-8 Danret Cod/. Hist. Eng’. (1626) 29 Harold was fyanced 
to..the Duke’s daughter. 

b. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg, 119 b/2 Another louer..hath 
fyanced me by his fayth. #1533 Lp. Berners 107 xviii. 
50 To fyaunce and to kys thre tymes the fayre Esclara- 
monde. 1587 Harmar tr. Beza’s Serm. i. g He hath.. 
fianced & betrothed to himself his church, 

2. To make to promise, put upon one’s parole. 

1s92 WvrLey Avmorie 74 Rich prisoners were woon and 
fienced Vpon their faiths. | : 

|| Fiancé masc., Fiancée jem. (fanse). [F. 

Jjiancé, fiancée, pa. pple. f. fancer to betroth.] A 
betrothed person. 

1853 Lp. Houcuton in Zz/e (1891) I. xi. 490 Nobody much 
here except Clough and his /zancée, a clever-looking girl. 
1864 London Society VI. 58 The bride elect, the /zancé, 
the trousseau..she took under her most special charge. 
1885 Graphic 3 Jan. 10/2 The jtancé, Prince Henry. 1890 
Besant Demoniac ii. 26 He would not trust himself to see 
his #ancée, Elinor Thanet. 

Fiansals, obs. form of FIANGAILLES. 

Fiant (feiint). Also 6 fiaunt, fyaunte. [L. 
fiant (3rd pers. pl. pres. subj. of fiert: see F1aT), 
in the formula fiant litere patentes, ‘let letters 
patent be made out’, with which these documents 
formerly commenced.] 

A warrant addressed to the Irish Chancery for a 
grant under the Great Seal. By Spenser used 


transf. 

1534 SKEFFYNGTON in St. Papers Hen. VITT, 11. 193 There 
be serteyne fyauntes made, to be put up to the Kynges 
Highnes, for officis in Ireland. 1591 SPENSER J/. Hubberd 
1144 Through his hand alone must passe the Fiaunt. 1614 
in Cal. State Papers, Ireland 7 Dec. 530 Warrant to draw 
forth a fiant of pardon unto Connor Roe Magwire, Esq. 
1875 Seventh Rep. Deputy Keeper Records Trel. 27 The 
‘Fiants’..extend from the 12th year of Henry VIII to the 
present time. 

+Fiants, sb. Os. Forms: 6-7 feance(s, 
fya(u)nts, 7-8 fiant(e)s, 8 fuants. [a. OF. fient 
masc., fiente fem. dung (repr. popular L. types 
*femitum, -a, f. *femus, L. fimus dung), also fens, 
pl. of fez, repr. L. jrmum. The specialization of 
sense seems to be Eng.] The dung of certain 
animals, e. g. the badger, fox, etc. (see quots.). 

“1576 Turperv. Venerie184 The Badgerd pigges at comming 

out of the earth do commonly .. cast their fyaunts. 1630 
J. Taytor (Water P.) Wés. 1. 93/1 A Deeres Fewmets, a 
Bore or a Beares Leasses, a Hare or Conneys Crottoyes, 
a Fox or a Badgers Feance. 1727 BraDiey “aw. Dict. s.v. 
Badger, One of them casts his Fiants long, like a Fox. 
1741 Compl. Fam. Piece u. i. 297 The Hog-Badgers .. use 
to cast their Fiants or Dung in a small Hole. 

Hence + Fiant v., of an animal: to cast its 
excrements; to dung. Odés. 

1876 Turperv. Venerie 184 They fyaunt within it [a hole] 
and hide it. 

Fiar (ffa1), sb. Sc. Also 6, 8 fear and see 
Frvar. [?f. FEE sd.2+-ar, -ER.] The owner of 
the fee-simple of a property, as opposed to the 
life-renter. Conjunct fiar (see quot. 1597). 

1597 SKENE De Verb. Sign. s.v. Heodum, In this case the 
husband is proprietar and the wife is conjunct fear or 
liferentar. 1646 Sc. Acts Chas. I (1819) VI. 204 If the 
partie Delinquent be .. a Fiar, or hes any estate contracted 
tohim. 1734 R. Keita Hist. Ch. Scot. 50 note, The Persons 
contained in the Summons were these viz. Norman Leslie, 
Fear of Rothes, &c. 1815 Scott Gzy J7. xxxvii, The old 
lady was certainly absolute fiar. 1832 Austin Furispr. 
(1879) II. 1. 858 The fiar (i.e. dominus or reversioner) may 
enter and work them. 1883 Lp. R. CLarx in Law Reports 
9 App. Cases 315/x The trust purposes fail, so that the 
truster is the fiar of the trust estate. 

Fiars (fierz), f/. Sc. (Pl. of fier, Freer a 
standard.] The prices, annually fixed, of the 
different kinds of grain. Also more fully far(s 
prices, and sherifffiars. Fiars-court, the court at 
which the prices are fixed. 

1723 Acts Sederunt 21 Dec, (1790) 278 Act declaring and 
appointing the Manner of striking the Sheriff-fiars. /dzd., 
That there is a general complaint, That the said fiars are 
struck. .without due care. /ézd. 279 Determining and fixing 
the fiar-prices. 1835 Act 5-6 IWill. JV, c. 63 §16 The Fiar 
Prices of all Grain in every County shall be struck by the Im- 
perial Quarter. 186x W. Bett Dict. Law Scot. s.v., The 
prices fixed by the opinion of the jury and sanctioned by the 
judge are termed the fiars of that year. 1887 Scotsman 8 
Mar., At a Fiars Court for the county of Renfrew held. .in 
Paisley, the prices of the season’s crops were struck. 

Fiasco (fz,zsko). [a. (in sense 2 through F.) 
It. fiasco (see FLASK) lit. ‘a flask, bottle’. 

- The fig. use of the phrase /ar /zasco (lit. ‘to make a bottle’) 








183 


in the sense ‘to break down or fail in a performance is of 
obscure origin; Italian etymologists have proposed various 
guesses, and alleged incidents in Italian theatrical history 
are related to account for it.] 


|| 1. A bottle, flask. 


1887 Athenxzum 12 Nov. 635/3 A fiasco of good Chianti 
could be had for a paul. 

2. A failure or break-down in a dramatic or 
musical performance. Also ina general sense: An 
ignominious failure, a ‘ mull’. 

1855 Lp. LonspALE in Croker Papers (1884) III. xxix. 
325 Derby has made what the theatrical people call 
a fiasco. 1868 M. Pattison Acaden. Org. vii. 329 We 
have lately had some rude reminders ..in the fiasco 
of our railway system, &c. 1879 Farrar St. Paul Il. 
347 They would take care that he should cause no second 
fiasco by turning their theologic jealousies against each other. 

Fiat (foit). [a. L. frat ‘let it be done’, ‘let 
there be made’, 3rd pers. sing. pres. subj. of /er7, 
used as passive of facére to do, make.]} 

1. orig. The word ‘ fiat’ itself, or a formula con- 
taining it, by which a competent authority gave his 
sanction to a proposed arrangement, to the per- 
formance of a request, etc. Hence, an authoritative 
sanction, an authorization. | “zat 27 bankruptcy : 
see quot. 1848. 

(Compare the following examples in med.L.: Ita fiat ut 
ego Chlodoveus volui (Grant dy Clovis in Mabillon De Re 
Diplomatica vi. li. (1681) 463... Signaturee autem Papales 
expediuntur ab ipsa sanctitate per Fiat simplex, vel per Fiat 
geminatum, vel per Fiat proprio motu, vel per Fiat, ut 
petitur (Compend. Benefic. Expos. in Du Cange s. v.).] 

1636 SANDERSON Sev. 11. 60 Unless the Lord be pleased 
to set His fiat unto it, and to confirm it with His royal 
assent. 1647 N. Bacon D7sc. Govt. Eng. 1. Concl. (1739) 
zor Nothing can be concluded without the King’s Fiat. 
ax670 Hacxer Adbp, Williams 1. § 101. 90 That all the 
Lecturers .. be Licenced .. with a Fiat from the Lord Arch- 
Bishop of Canterbury. 1768 Priv. Let. Ld. Malmesbury 
I. 157 Mr. Wilkes not being in custody, the Attorney-General 
has refused his fiat to the writ of error which he wishes to 
sue out, 1834 Lyrron Pompeii iv. ix, I tell thee I have the 
fiat of the pretor. 1848 WHarton Law Lex., Fiat in Bank- 
ruptcy, the authority of the Lord Chancellor to a commis- 
sioner of bankrupts, authorising him to proceed in the 
bankruptcy of a trader mentioned therein, 1865 CartyLr 
Fredk. Gt. V1. xv1.i. 132 The decisive fiat was given: ‘Yes; 
start on it, in God’s name!’ — 

b. gen. An authoritative pronouncement, decree, 
command, order. 

ar17so A. Hitt Wedding Day Wks. 1753 III. 173 Our 
hands, at length, the unchanging fiat bound. 1810 SHELLEY 
Zastrozzt xvii, Still Zastrozzi stood unmoved, and fearlessly 
awaited the fiat of his destiny. 1874 Stusss Const. Hist. 
II. xvii. 570 To determine by the fiat of the king alone the 
course of national policy, 1883 J. HawrHorne Dus? I. 44 
Whose fiat in matters of fashion was law. 

2. With reference to ‘ Fiat Jux’ (let there be 
light) Gen. i. 3 in the Vulgate: A command having 
for its object the creation, formation, or construc- 
tion of something. 

a@163t Donne Storm 70 So that we (except God say 
Another ‘ Fiat’) shall haue noe more day. 1710 BERKELEY 
Princ. Hum. Knowl, § 60 If it be a Spirit that immediately 
produces every effect by a frat or act of his will. 1779 T. 
Jerrerson Corr. Wks. 1859 I. 2x5 Put into movement. .by 
the fiat of a comprehensive mind. 1871 TynpaLL Fragiz. 
Sc. (1879) I. i. 6 Was space furnished at once, by the fiat of 
Omnipotence, with these burning orbs? 1872 Yeats Growth 
Comm. 358 St. Petersburg .. sprang into existence by the 
fiat of royal will. 

3. attrib., as fiat-power ; fiat-money, U.S. money 
(such as an inconvertible paper currency) which is 
made legal tender by a ‘fiat’ of the government, 
without having an intrinsic or promissory value 
equal to its nominal value. 

1880 E. Kirxe Garfield 30 We shall still hear echoes of 
the old conflict, such as..the virtues of ‘fiat-money’. 1887 
A. Jounston in New Princeton Rev. 1V. 176 The verdict 
of approval, however, has usually taken a form which implies 
a certain fiat power in the Convention. 1888 Bryce Amer. 
Commnew, 11. 111. lvi. 369 zo¢e, Greenbacks, or so-called ‘fiat 


money’. 

Fiat (foi-xt),v. [f. prec.] ¢rans. To attach a 
‘fiat’ to; to sanction: 

1831 Fraser's Mag. 1V. 246 Their adjudication is all but 
fiated when they go out of office. 1863 Le Fanu House by 
Churchyard (ed. 2) I. 7 My uncle fiated the sexton’s pre- 
sentment, and the work commenced forthwith. 1871 77zes 
25 Feb., Mr. Justice Fitzgerald to-day fiated a presentment 
for 5007. to the family of M’Mahon. 

Fiaunt, obs. var. of FIANT. : 

Fib (fib), 5d.1 collog. Also 8 phibb. [Of ob- 
scure origin; possibly shortened from FIBLE-FABLE. | 

1. A venial or trivial falsehood; often used as a 
jocular euphemism for ‘a lie’. 

1611 Cotcr., Bourde, a ieast, fib, tale of a tub. 1726 
De For Hist. Devil u. iv. (1840) 221, I think it is a fib. 
1773 GotpsM. Stoops to Cong. 11, Ask me no questions, and 
I'll tell you no fibs. 1826 Scorr Woodst. x, A fib never 
failed a fanatic. 1842 THackrray [itz-Boodle’s Prof. i, 
He must not..tell fibs about himself or them. 1875 H. 
James &. Hudsor ii. 48 No one. .was used to offering hollow 
welcomes or telling polite fibs. » 

2. One who tells ‘ fibs’; a fibber, a liar. 

1568 Hist. Yacob §& Esau v. vi. in Hazl. Dodsley Il. 254 
What sayest thou, thou fib? 186x H. Kincstey Kavenshoe 
III. ix. 140 ‘Oh! you dreadful fib’, said Flora, 

_Fib (fib), 50.2 [f. Fin v.2] A blow. 
1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 111 A fib.. which he gave the 


. Black under the left ribs, 








FIBRE. 


Bib (fib), 7.1 Also 7 fibb, 8 phib. [f F1B 5d.] 
intr, To tell a fib; to lie. 

1690 DryDEN Awiphitryon i. i, I do not say he lyes 
neither: no, I am too well bred for that: but his Lordship 
fibbs most abominably. 1712 ArsuTHnor Yohu Bull ww. iv, 
Any particular mark ..whereby one may know when you 
fib, a@1839 PRAED Poenzs (1864) II. 8 Both were very apt 
to fib! 1863 A.Smitu Dreamthorp 11 Could I have fibbed 
.-Could I have betrayed a comrade? 

“| Webster 1864 cites De Quincey for a transitive 
use, ‘To tell a fib to’; see quot. 1830 s.v. Fis v.24 

Hence Fi‘bbing v0/. sd., the action of the vb., 
an instance of this; Fi‘bbing #/. a. 

1749 Fie.pinc Tom Fones xu. xil, At the expence of a 
little fibbing. 1820 Lams /ival Mem, iii. To Miss Hutchin- 
son 255, I shall certainly go to the naughty man some day 
for my fibbings. 1879 G. Merepiru Zgozst xxviii, No one 
could doubt his talent for elegant fibbing. 

Fib (fib), v.2 slang. trans. To strike or beat, 


to deliver blows in quick succession upon, as in 


pugilism. Zo fib about: to knock about. Also 
absol. or intr. 
1665 R. Heap Eng. Rogue iv. 32 Fib, to beat. 1692 CoLEs, 


Fib, to beat. 1785 Grose Dict. Vule. Tongue s.v. Fib, Fib 
the cove’s quarron in the rumpad for the lour in his bung, 
beat the fellow in the highway for the money in his purse. 
1808 Sporting Mag. XXXII. 77 Gully. .fibbed him and kept 
him from falling. 1812 /é¢d. X X XIX. 19 Crib. .fibbed until 
Molineux fell. 1831 J/zrror XVII. 247/1 If two men choose 
to stand up and fib each other about ..why let them do it. 
1865 G. F. Berxetey My Life I. 311, I fibbed at half-a-dozen 
waistcoats and faces with all my might and main. 

fig. 181x Soutuey Le??. (1856) II. 236 As you will see in 
the ‘Quarterly’, where I have fibbed the ‘Edinburgh’ (as 
the‘ fancy’ say)most completely. 1830 De Quincey Bentley 
Wks. VII. 90 Here, again, Bentley got Bishop Greene under 
his arm, and ‘fibbed’ him cruelly. 

Hence Fi-bbing w0/. sé., the action of the vb., 
an instance of this. Also attrzd. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Fibbing-gloak, a pugilist ; 
Jibbing-match, a boxing-match. 1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 
72 Oliver got at the fibbing system. 1816 77%zes 25 Jan., 
Explain the terms. .fibbing—cross buttock. . bang up—and— 
prime. 1840 Baruam Jugol. Leg., Bagnian's Dog, Muses 
More skill’d than my meek one in fibbings and bruises. 

Fibber (frboz). [f. Fin v.1+-zR1.] One who 
fibs or tells fibs; a petty liar. 

1723 Dycue Dict., Fibber. 1746 Brit. Mag. 381 Molly.. 
was received asa great Fibber. 1798 W. Tavytor in JZonthlp 
Rev. XXVI. 533 At length then, you fibber, you are return’d. 
1882 Payn Mor Cash only xxvi, For one’s lover to be a fibber 
is bad enough. 

Fibbery (fibori). [f. prec.+-y.] The practice 
of a fibber; falsehood, lying. 

1857 ‘Ducance Ancuicus’ Vile. Tongue 42 ‘The Leary 
Man’ 6 And if you come to fibbery, You must mug one or 
two, 1870 Standard 12 Dec., An official report, full of 
delicate fibbery, was placarded to reassure the public, 

+ Fivberkie. Sc. Ods. rare. [f. fiber, FIBRE + 
-kie, Sc. dim. suffix.] A small fibre; a fibril. 

1668 CuLrerrerR & Cote Barthol. Anat. u. ii. 91 The 
Pericardium. .is firmly fastned..by little smal Fiberkies. 

+ Fibicches, //. Obs. rare. In 4 febicchis, 
fybicches. ?Contrivances, cheating tricks. 

1362 Lancr. P. Pl. A. xt. 156 3et arn pere febicchis of 
Forellis of mony mennes wittes. 1377 /ézd. B. x, 211 3et ar 
bere fybicches in forceres of fele mennes makynge. 


Fi-ble-fa‘ble. Obs. exc. dial. Also 6 fybble- 
fable. [reduplication of FaBLEe.] Nonsense. 

1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 407 The most fybble- 
fable yt ever could be imagined. 1847 HaviiweLt, /76/e- 
Sable, nonsense. ; 

+ Bi-bling, f/. a. ? nonce-wd. [as if pr. pple. 
of *fbble v., f. FB sb.1 or v!.] Addicted to telling 
little fibs. 

1681 HickeErInciLt Vind. Naked Truth u. 36 A fibling, 
quibbling, fribling, fumbling Arch-Deacon. 

|| Fibra. Os. Pl. fibre, fibra’s, [L. jira 
Frsrz.] A fibre, filament. : 

1641 Witkins Math, Magick 1. v. (1648) 29 There are besides 
divers fibrze or hairy substances. 1657 M. Lawrence Use § 
Practice of Faith 15 The youngest plants thrust their fibra’s 


into the earth. a@1661 FULLER Worthies 1. 330 The many 
fibree appendant to the root thereof. 1775 Asn, #7zbra. 

+ Fitbrate, v. Obs—° [f. L. fibr-a+-atE3.] 
trans. To supply (something) with fibres or fila- 
ments. Hence Fi‘brated f//. a. 

168x tr. Willis’ Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Fibrated, that 
has small and hairy strings. 

Fibre (fai:ba1), 5b. Forms: 4 fybre, 7 fiuer, 
fiver, 7, 9 fiber, 9 fifer (dia/.), 7- fibre. [a. F. 
fibre (=Sp., Pg., It. fibra), ad. L. fbra, of un- 
certain origin; variously referred by etymologists 
to L. roots fid- (as in fndére to split) and fis- or /7- 
(as in fi/um thread). The spelling der is common 
in the U.S., but is now rare in England] _ 

+1. After Latin usage: a. A lobe or portion of 
the liver. b. Z/. The entrails. Ods. 

1398 TrEvisA Barth. De P. R. v. xxxix. (1495) 153 The 
endes of the lyuer hyght fybre for they.. beclepyth the 
stomake. 1598 Grenewey Yacitus’ Ann. XIV. x, They.. 
aske counsell of their gods by the aspect of mans intrales and 
fibres. 160x Hortanp Pliny I. 342 The lobes or fibres in 
the smal Liuers of certaine Mice. 

2. Phys. One of a number of thread-like bodies or 
filaments, that enter into the composition of animal 
(muscular, nervous, etc.) and vegetable tissue. a. in 
animals, bres of Corti: see CORTIAN a, 


FIBRE. 


1607 TorsELt Four. Beasts (1658) 99 His blood..hath no 
Fibres or small veins in it. 162z G. Sanpys Ovid’s Met. vi. 
(1626) 113 The threds Of life, his fiuers, wrathfull Delius shreds. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. 111. xv. 142 Wormes..whose 
bodies consist of round and annulary fibers. 1664 Power 
Exp. Philos,1.5 Her wings look like a Sea-fan with black thick 
ribs or fibers, dispers’d..through them. 1704 F. Futter 
Med, Gymn. (1711) 33 The Fibre it self strengthens by Use. 
1793 Hotcrorr Lavater’s Physiog. xx. 98 In cold countries 
the fibres of the tongue must be less flexible. 1808 A. Par- 
sons 7rav. i. 7 The natives eat the myrtle berries as an 
astringent ; their fibres being rendered extremely lax by the 
climate. 1855 Bain Senses § ut. 1. ii. § 4 The optic nerve 
-. might contain as many as a million of fibres. 1888 J. 
Martineau Study Relig. I. 11. i. 305 Its two thousand fibres 
of Corti stretched. 

Jig. @1634 Cuapman (W.), Yet had no fibres in him, nor 
no force, 1638 W. Grant in G. Sandys’ Paraphr. Div. 
Poems Pref. Verse, Truth ..so sweetely strikes Upon the 
Cords, and Fivers of the Heart. 1742 Younc Nt. 7%. v. 
1osg The tender tyes, Close-twisted with the fibres of the 
heart! 183x CartyLe J/7sc. (1857) 11.329 Every fibre of him 
is Philistine. 1847 Emerson Poems, Monadnoc Wks. (Bohn) 
I. 435 And of the fibre... Whose throbs are love. a 1853 
Rosertson Addr, ii. (1858) 55 They are bound up in every 
fibre of my being. 

b. in plants. 

1663 CowLEy Ode Dr. Harvey i, No smallest Fibres of a 
Plant .. His passage after her withstood. 1676 Hate Con- 
ventpl, 1. 254 A Worm. .gnaws asunder the Roots and Fibres 
of it. 1703 Pore Vertuisnus 16 The thirsty plants .. feed 
their fibres with reviving dew. 1791 Hamitton Berthollet’s 
Dyeing I. 1, 1. iii. 52 The vascular fibres of the bark. 1838 
T. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 1. v. 984 There is.. an 
attraction between vegetable fibres and watery liquids. 1865 
Lussock Prehk. Times xiii. (1869) 462 They also used the 
fibres of the cocoa nut for making threads. 

3. One of the thread-like filaments of organic 
structure which form a textile or other material 
substance ; also ¢vansf. of inorganic substances. 

1827 Farapay Chen. Manip. ii. 49 A silk fibre. 1832 
Bassace Lcon, Many. iv. (ed. 3) 32 Twisting the fibres of 
wool by the fingers would be a most tedious operation. 1832 
G, R. Porter Porcelain § Gl. 282 Delicate. .fibres of glass 
joined with the greatest nicety. 1878 HuxLey Physiogr. 193 
A very liquid lava may be caught by the wind, and drawn 
out into delicate fibres. 

4. collect, A substance consisting of fibres, whether 
animal or vegetable. Also, Fibrous structure. 

1810 Henry “lew. Chem. (1826) II. 273 The woody fibre... 
does not undergo any change. 1831 R. Knox Cloguet's 
Anat. 7 Nervous fibre: this is the peculiar substance of 
which the brain and nerves are composed. 1847 EMERSON 
Repr. Men, Montaigne Wks. (Bohn) I. 349 He has contrived 
to get so much bone and fibre as he wants. 1854 H. Miter 
Footpr. Creat. x. (1874) 183 note, Pieces of coal which exhibit 
the ligneous fibre. 1858 CARPENTER Veg. Phys. § 42 Even 
these primary tissues may be regarded as consisting of other 
= ie more simple,—namely, membrane and.fibre, 

Oo 
» fig. 

1855 Bain Sezses § nt. 11. iv. § 17 A man of the political 
fibre, 1872 BAGEHot Physics & Pol. (1876) 47 There is an 
improvement in our fibre—moral, if not physical. 1885 
Century Mag. XXX. 398/1 This love of fierce and cruel 
sport was in the fiber, 


5. esp. A fibrous substance fit for use in textile 


fabrics. 

1870 Yeats Wat. Hist. Comm, 70 Vegetable fibres find 
India their most prolific home, 1875 D. Kay in Lucycd, 
Brit. (ed, 9) I. 565/x The most important fibre is the crin 
vegetal..produced from the dwarf palm. 1879 J. Paton 
Ibid. 1X. 131/2 Textile Fibres .. include all substances 
capable of being spun, woven, or felted. 1892 K. TyNAN in 
Speaker 3 Sept. 290/1 [The roses] were swathed in cocoanut 
fibre and sacking. 


6. A subdivision of a root, a small root or rootlet ; 


occas, of a twig. 

1656-81 BLount Glossogr., Fibers, the smal threads, or hair- 
like strings of roots. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. u. 56 The 
Root consists of many small Fibers. 1787 WINTER Syst. 
f/usb, 153 Their numerous fibres or lateral roots will extend 
themselves horizontally. 1807 J. E. Smirn Phys, Bot. 105 
After they [plants] have begun to throw out new fibres, it is 
more or less dangerous. .to remove them, 1810 Scorr Lady 
of L. 1. xxv, Where weeping birch and willow round With 
their long fibres swept the ground. 1821 SHELLEY Prometh, 
Unb, 1. 154 To the last fibre of the loftiest tree. 1840 
Spurvens Suppl. Voc. E. Anglia, Fifers..fibrous roots. 

Jig. a1679 ‘I. Gooowin Wes, (1697) IV. 1. 65 To apply 
Christ, is. .to strike forth a Sprig or Fibre from every Faculty 
into him, 1869 GouLsurn Purs. Holiness vii. 55 Whatever 
fibres there are in our nature by which we cling and cleave 
to those around us, 1879 Farrar St, Paz (1883) 177 A man 
who had tried. .to extirpate the very fibres of the church, 


+7. In Kepler’s system of celestial physics : see 


quot, Obs. 

{r618 Kercer Zit. Astvon. Copernic. v. (1635) 643 Posui- 
mus, in cuiuslibet planeta corpore duplices inesse fibras ., 
fibre latitudinis fere quidem in parallelo situ manent toto 
circuitu.] 1715 tr. Gregory's Astron. I. 1. xviii, 139 [The 
Planet] will come nearer to the Sun, till the Right lines 
drawn according to the direction of this part (that is, the 
Fibres along which this attractive Virtue is propagated 
from the Sun)..are no more inclined tothe Sun. /6zd. xix. 
143 In each Planet there are Fibres (which he calls from their 
Office, the Fibres of Latitude). 

8. attrib.andComb., as fibre-cultivation, -machine ; 
also fibre-basket (see quot.) ; fibre-cell (see quot. 
1884); fibre-gun (see quot.). 

1884 Syd. Soc, Lex.,*Fibre-basket, Schultze’s term for the 
sustentacular tissue of the retina, 1878 Bett Gegenbauer's 
Comp, Anat, 3x The... contractile *fibre-cells constitute the 
first form. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fibre-cell, Kélliker's term 
for the fusiform, nucleated, cellular structures which form 
the involuntary muscles. 1892 Pa// Mail G, 21 July 7/1 The 
progress made in “fibre cultivation in the colony, 1874 
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Knicut Dict. Mech., *Fiber-gun, a device for disintegrating 
vegetable fiber. 1887 Pall Mall G. 6 May 12/1 A few leaves 
.. were recently passed through Death’s *fibre machine. 

Fibre (foiba1), v. rare. [f. prec. sb.] zztr. Of 
plants: To form or throw out fibres. 

1869 Daily News 6 Feb., The plant is sufficiently strong, 
with ample room to fibre as prodigally as it likes. 

Fibred (foiboid), A//. a. [f. Frpre sd. + -Ep 2.] 
Furnished with fibres; chiefly in comb., as /iely- 

Sibred, three-fibred, etc. Also fig. 

1776 Wi11HERING Brit, Plants (1796) 11. 14 Serpyllifolia .. 
leaves .. 3-fibred, 1844 Mrs. Browninc Lost Bower xxiv, 
The wild hop fibred closely. 

Jig. 1869 BusuneLt Wom. Suffrage viii. 177 They have 
a nature fibred and feathered for the highest inspirations. 
1874 Brackie Se/fCult. 67 Some of the kindliest and most 
finely-fibred affections, 

Fibreless (foiboilés), a. [f. Frere +-LEss.] 
Without fibres or fibre; without strength, nerve- 
less. 

1864 Sat. Rev. 21 May, More nerveless and fibreless than 
a screeching sopranello in the Papal choir. 1884 L’/ool 
Mercury 3 Mar. 5/3 The fibreless Liberals who went into 
alliance with them. 

Fibrement (foitbormént). vare. [f. Frpre+ 
-MENT.] The process of making fibre or flesh. 

1876 LANIER Poems, Clover 118 The pasture is God's 
pasture ; systems strange Of food and fiberment he hath. 


Fibriform (fibriffim), a. ff. Frere + 
-(1)rorM.] Having the form of a fibre or fibres ; 
fibre-like. 


1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 700 Coralla calcareous, consisting 
of fibriform tubes. 1884 Bower & Scorr De Bary’s Phaner, 
& Ferns 497 They then always belong to the ‘fibriform’ 
category, resembling woody fibres in shape. 

Fibril (fibril). [ad. mod. L. fbrilla: see next. 
Cf. Fr. fbrille.| A small fibre. 

1. Phys. The subdivision of a fibre (see FIBRE 
2 a) ina nerve, muscle, etc. 

1681 tr. Willis’ Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Fibrils, little 
small strings of fibres, or of the nerves or veins. 1713 
CHESELDEN Amat, 1, xv. (1726) 247 The nervous fibrils 
probably do not communicate. 1794 G. Apams Vat. & Exp. 
Philos. IY. xvii. 286 Vhe corresponding fibrils of the two 
retinas, 1805 CarListeE in Phil, Trans. XCV1. 8 Three 
large superficial nerves .. give off fibrils at right angles. 
1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) I. 1. iii, 53 An 
extremely delicate fibril less than 345 of an inch in length, 

2. Lot. The ultimate subdivision of a root. 

1664 Evetyn Sylva (1776) 51 Theophrastus gives us great 
caution ..to preserve the roots and especially the earth 
adhering to the smallest Fibrils. 1835 LinpLey /#/f7od. Bot. 
(1848) I. 237 The minute subdivisions [of the root] have been 
.. called radicles.. others name them fibrils. 1860 OLIVER 
Less, Bot. (1873) 11 A Root..gives off fibrils irregularly. 


3. Something resembling a small fibre. 

1876 Gro, Exior Dan. Der. 11. xx, Her dark hair curling 
in fresh fibrils as it gradually dried. 

Fibrilla (fibril), Pl. fibrille (foibri-lz), 
[mod. L. forz/la, dim. of L. fbrva FrprE.] =prec. 

1665-6 Phil, Trans. I. 317 A Nerve, or a Fibrilla related 
to it istouch’d. @1754 Meap IVs. (1762) II. 535 Rays of 
light, falling on the small arteries, instead of the nervous 
fibrilla. 1757 Watson Chem. Ess. V. 120 Fibrille of feathers, 
1854 J. HocG Microsc. 1. iii, 112 The most delicate of the 
elementary tissues of animals, such as. .the ultimate fibrillz 
of muscles. 1872 Huxiey Phys. ix. 222 If the fibrille of 
the optic nerve are capable of being affected by light. 

Fibrillar (foi-brila1), a, [f. prec. +-ar.] Of, 
pertaining to, of the nature of, or characteristic of 
a fibrilla or fibrillee. 

1847-9 Topp Cycl. Anat. IV. 119/2 Fibrillar substance 
occurs in Growths in many varieties of form, 1859 CARPENTER 
Anim. Phys. i, (1872) 33 The coagulum or clot being dis- 
tinguished from that of albumen .. by the fibrillar arrange- 
ment of its particles. 

Fibrillary ({oi:brilari). 
= FIBRILLAR. 

1788 tr. Swedenborg’s Wisd. Angels § 365 The. .fibrillary 
Substance begins and proceeds thence every where. 1875 
H. C. Woop Vherap. (1879) 312 When the poison is applied 
.. fibrillary contractions .. are induced in the muscles, 

Fibrillate (foibrilét), a. [f. Frprmpa + 
-ATE 2] =FIBRILLATED. 

1884 tr, De Bary’s Fungi i. ii. § 13. 57 In large compound 
sporophores the surface of sections or broken pieces may 
often appear fibrillate even to the naked eye. 

Fibrillate (foirbrile't), v. [f. Frermra + 
-ATE.] zit, Of the blood; To turn into fibrillz ; 
to form fibrils or fibres. 

1839-47 Topp Cycl. Anat. III. 746/2 Place a drop of the 
colourless liquor sanguinis, before it fibrillates, on each of 
the large slips. 1854 Jones & Siev. Pathol. Anat. ii. 29 It 
appears as an homogeneo-granular blastema..with more or 
less marked tendency to fibrillate or form actual fibres, 


Hence Fi'brillating A//. a. 

1854 Jones & Siev. Pathol. Anat. ii. 30 A thin layer of .. 
fibrillating material. .unites and holds together the divided 
surfaces, 1875 H. Watton Dis. Eye p. xxii, Its circum- 
ference is dark and fibrillating. 


Fibrillated (faibrileitéd), 2A7. a. [f. prec. 
+-ED!.] Arranged in fibrils; haying a fibrillar 
structure, 

1847-9 ‘Topp Cycl. Anat, IV. 138/2 Simple condensation 
of the original fibrillated fibrin, 185x CARPENTER JZan, 
Phys, (ed, 2) 319 The fibrillated network forming the buffy 
coat undergoes the slow contraction. 1877 HuxLey Axat, 
Inv. Anim, ii. 104 A .. cortical layer, fibrillated in a direc- 
tion perpendicular to the surface, 


[f. FIBRILLA + -ARY.] 





FIBRINOUS. 


Fibrillation (foibrilefon). [f. as prec.; see 
-ATION.] The process of becoming fibrillated ; the 
state or condition of being fibrillated ; an arrange- 
ment into fibrils; also cozcr. a fibrillated mass. 

1839-47 Topp Cycl. Anat. III. 743/2 But in the ordinary 
fibrin of the blood, the fibrillation is less distinct. 1845 
Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat, I. 227 A nerve .. presents 
itself as a pale cord with a longitudinal fibrillation. | 186x 
T. GranamM Pract, AJed. 22 The coagulation or fibrillation 
of the fibrine. 1875 H. Watton Dis. Zye p. xxii, From this 
fibrillation the posterior set of fibres pass. 

b. A quivering movement in the fibrils of a 


muscle or nerve. 

1882 Quain Med. Dict., Fibrillation, muscular, a localised 
quivering or flickering of muscular fibres. 

Fibrilliferous (feibriliféras), a [f. as next 
+-(1)FEROUS.] Bearing or provided with fibrils, 

In some mod. Dicts. 

Fibrilliform (foibri-lifpm), a. [f. Frsrinua + 
-(1)ForRM.] Having the form of a fibril or fibrils, 

1847-9 Topp Cycl, Anat. IV. 398/1 The fibrilliform fronds 
of the fresh-water algze. 1870 BENTLEY Bot. 37 Inextricably 
interwoven ..so as to form a loose fibrilliform tissue. 


Fibrillose (foi:brilows), a. Also fibrilose. [f. 
as prec. +-OSE.] a. Covered or supplied with 
fibrils ; composed of fibrils. b. Marked with fine 
lines as if composed of fine fibrils ; finely striate. 

1829 Loupon Excycl. Plants 1099 Fibrillose, covered with 
little strings or fibres. 1846 Proc. Berw. Nat. Club 11. 175 
The. .stalk..is pale, a very little fibrilose. 1866 BERKELEY 
in Intell. Observ. No. 50. 95 Pileus silky or fibrillose. 

Fibrillo‘so-, comb. form of prec. ; only in Fi- 
brillo:so-stri‘ate a. [ + -STRIATE], = FIBRILLOSE b. 

1846 BerxeLry in Proc, Berw. Nat. Club II. 190 Cup.. 
minutely fibrilloso-striate. 

+Fibrillous, a. Ods. [f. Frsrmpa+-ous.] 
a. Full of fibrils; composed of fibrils. b. Of or 


pertaining to a fibril. 

1737 D. Bayne Nerves 14 Hence arise those uneasy Sensa- 
tions, Pains, fibrillous Spasms, &c. 1746 ARDERON in PAz7. 
Trans. XLIV. 427 Its little fibrillous Fins are always in 
Motion. 1748 /é/d. XLV. 322 The Distemper still gained. 
Ground; and..a fine fibrillous Substance grew out from it, 
1765 STERNE 77, Shandy VII. xxxi, The brain being tender 
and fibrillous. 

Fibrin (feibrin). Formerly also fibrine, and 
in L. form fibrina, [f. Frisre+-1n.] An albu- 
minoid or protein compound substance found in 


animal matter ; coagulable lymph. 

1800 Phil. Trans. XC. 375 The substance called fibrin by 
the chemists, 1802 Med, ¥rnl. VIII. 297 A disposition to 
the formation of Fibrina. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chen. 
vi. (1814) 275 Fibrine constitutes the basis of the muscular 
fibre of animals. 1842 A, Compe Physiol. Digest. (ed. 4) 292 
Fibrin is that whitish and tenacious mass which constitutes 
the solid part of coagulated blood. 1869 Roscor Elem. Chen. 
434 The fibrin of flesh appears to differ from that of blood. 

b. A similar substance in vegetable matter. 

1819 J. E. Cuitpren Chem. Anal. 293 Vegetable fibrin 
was obtained by Vauquelin from the juice of the papaw 
tree. 1856 Marmer’s Mag. Jan. 2 We give him beans,. 
which abound in fibrine. 1858 CarrenTer Veg. Phys. § 32 
Gluten, fibrin, albumen, caseine, etc., form the basis of all’ 
vegetable. . tissues. 

2. Comé., as fibrin-peptone (sce quot.). 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fibrin-peptone, the peptone result- 
ing from the digestion in gastric juice of fibrine. 

Fibrination (feibrinzifan), [f. Frerin + 
-ATION.] The action or process of adding fibrin to 
the blood. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Fibrine (foibrain), a. [f. Frere + -1ne 1] 
Having the appearance of fibres ; fibre-like, 

1881 W. C. RusseLt Ocean Free Lance 1. 248 Fires.. 
shot out..in fibrine forms like the wreathing of innumerable’ 
tendrils of plants. 

Fibrino- (foi‘brino), used as a comb, form 
of Fiprin, chiefly /Phys., as Fi:brino-albu- 
minous a@., consisting of fibrin and albumen, 
Fi'brinogen [+ -GEN], a proteid substance, enter- 
ing into the composition of fibrin, Fi:brino- 
gene'tic, Fi:brino-ge‘nic [see -GENIC], Fibrino’- 
genous [ + -GEN + -0US] aajs., producing fibrin. 
Fi:brino-pla‘stic @., concerned in the formation of 
fibrin, Fi:brino-pla‘stin = GLOBULIN. Fi:brino- 
purulent a., containing a mixture of fibrin 


and pus. 

1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1. 49/1 *Fibrino-albuminous 
matter. 1872 Huxiey Piys. iii. 69 *Fibrinogen. .is exceed- 
ingly like globulin. 1876 Wagner's Gen, Pathol. 155 Fibri- 
nogens are not only those coagulating spontaneously, but 
almost all serous fluids, /é7d. 155 The humors of the eye., 
have no *fibrinogenetic property. /ézd,, A *fibrinogenic sub- 
stance peculiar to the intercellular fluids. /é¢d. 228 Its 
quantity stands..in almost direct ratio with its contained 
*fibrinogenous substance, /ééd. 155 A *fibrinoplastic sub- 
stance belonging to the contents of cells. 1872 Hux.ey 
Phys. iii. 70 The interaction of two substances. . globulin or 
*fibrino-plastin, and fibrinogen. 1876 Wagzer’s Gen, Pathol, 
259 Abundant admixture of these constitutes the *fibrino- 
purulent exudation, 

Fibrinous (foi:brinas), a. 
a. Full of or composed of fibrin, 
ing to, or of the nature of fibrin. 

1830 R, Knox Béclard’s Anat. 305 The muscular flesh is 
less red, and more gelatinous and fibrinous, 1834 J. Forses 
Laennec's Dis. Chest 563 The fibrinous concretions were 
softer, 1872 F, G. THomas Dis. Women 512 About the 
very existence of the fibrinous polypus there is some douht, 


[f Frerrn + -ous.] 
b. Of, pertain- 


FIBRO-. 


Hence Fibrino'sity, the quality of being fibrin- 
ous. 

1876 Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 228 Schmidt has examined .. 
93 transudates with respect to their fibrinosity. 

Fibro- (foi:bro), used as a comb. form of FIBRE, 
employed chiefly in Phys. terms, to indicate a 
fibrous condition. Fi:bro-adipo’se a., consisting 
of fibrous and adipose tissue. Fi:bro-are‘olar a., 
consisting of fibrous and areolar or connective 
tissue. Fi‘bro-bla:st [+ -BLAST], one of the cells 
in which fibrous tissue is immediately formed. 
Fi-bro-bronchi'tis (see quot.), Fi:bro-cal- 
ca’reous @., consisting of fibrous tissue and con- 
taining calcareous bodies. Fi:bro-ca'rtilage, a 
firm elastic material partaking of the structure 
and character of fibrous tissue and cartilage; 
hence Fi:bro-cartila'ginous a@., of the nature of 
fibro-cartilage. Fi:bro-ce‘llular a@., composed of 
fibrous and cellular tissue. Fi:bro-chondri'tis, 
‘inflammation of a fibro-cartilage’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
1884). Fi:bro-cy'stic a., consisting of fibrous tissue 
and cysts. Fi:bro-cysto’ma, a tumour containing 
fibrous tissue and cysts. Fi:bro-fa'tty a., ‘ relating 
to fibrous tissue and to fat’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 
Fibro-fe'rrite (J/2.), ferric sulphate occurring in 
fibrous silky tufts and masses of a yellow colour. 
Fi:bro-inte’stinal a., in ‘7ibro-intestinal layer, the 
innermost of the two layers into which the meso- 
derm of some Invertebrata divides’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
1884). Fibro-ligame‘ntous a@., consisting of 
fibrous tissue and ligaments. Fi:-bro-me‘mbrane 
(Bot.) = fibro-membranous tissue. Fi:bro-me‘m- 
branous @., (@) ‘possessing the nature of fibrous 
and of mucous membranes’ (Ogilv. citing Dungli- 
son); (6) Lot., consisting of fibrous and mem- 
branous tissue. Fi:bro-mu‘cous @., consisting of 
fibrous and mucous tissue. Fi:bro-mu'scular a., 
‘pertaining to or consisting of fibrous and muscular 
tissue’ (Syd@. Soc. Lex. 1884). Fi:bro-myo'ma, ‘a 
myoma in which the tumour contains a large pro- 
portion of fibrous connective tissue’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
1884) ; whence Fi:bro-myo'matous @. Fi:bro- 
neuroma, ‘the form of neuroma which consists 
chiefly of fibrous connective tissue’ (Syd. Soc, Lex. 
1884). Fi:bro-nu-cleated a., composed of fibrous 
tissue mixed with elongated nuclei. Fi:bro-pla‘stic 
a., fibre-forming ; said esp, of a tissue organized from 
the lymph exuded on wounds. Fi:bro-sarco‘ma, 
a tumour intermediate in character between a 
fibroma and a sarcoma. Fi:bro-se’rous @., pos- 
sessing the nature of both fibrous and serous 
membranes. Fi:bro-va‘seular a. Bot, (see quot. 
1845). 

1838-6 Topp Cycl, Anat, I. 148/2 The dense *fibro-adipose 
cushion .. found in the sole of the foot. 1859 J. Tomes 
Dental Surg. (1873) 43 The superimposed *fibro-areolar 
tissue, 1876 Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 373 Cells in this meta- 
morphosis are called *fibroblasts, 1875 R. FowLer Med. 
Voc. (ed. 2), *Fibro-bronchitis, bronchitis accompanied with 
the formation and expectoration of solid fibrinous, or tubular 
membranous, casts of the bronchial tubes. 1878 T. BryAnr 
Pract, Surg. 1. 111 With calcareous matter *‘fibro-cal- 
careous’. 1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat, I. 250/1 *Fibro-carti- 
lages are useful .. as elastic cushions placed between the 
bones. /d7%d. 249/2 The triangular cartilage of the wrist 
joint..does not appear to me to be *fibro-cartilaginous in its 
structure. 1839 A. Gray Left. (1893) 137, 1.. saw some 
strange things... *fibrocellular tissue, the most beautiful 
thing you can imagine. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. (1879) 
II. 239 Fibro-cellular tumours..cause much local distress, 
1854 Jones & Stev. Pathol. Anat. iv. 159 Cyst-like cavities, 
filled with clear fluid are .. found in fibrous tumours, 
constituting thus a “*fibro-cystic variety. 1872 PEASLEE 
Ovar. Tumours 26 *Fibro-cystoma. 1844 Dana JZin. 
226 The *Fibro-ferrite of Prideaux. 1884 /ézd. 656 Fibro- 
Jerrite, delicately fibrous, 1847 Youatr Horse ix. 218 
An interposed *fibro-ligamentous substance. 1882 The 
Garden 28 Jan. 69/1 The corm tunic consists of soft *fibro- 
membrane. /d7d., The tunic consists of soft, *fibro-mem- 
branous tissue. 1856 Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat. I1. 3 
‘The entire lining of the bone has been sometimes called 
a *fibro-mucous membrane. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. 
I, x17 *Fibro-nucleated and recurrent tumours. 1857 
Buttock Cazeaux’ Midwif. 66 In the oviduct nothing 
but cellular tissue and *fibro-plastic elements are to be met 
with, 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. 1.137 The spindle-celled 
kinds..are most common in *fibro-sarcoma. 1841-71 T. R 
Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 842 The heart, contained in a 
*fibro-serous envelope. 1845 LinpLEy Sch. Bot. x. (1854) 159 
Vascular tissue .. usually occurs mixed with fibrous tissue, 
and hence the mixture of the two is called */2bro-vascular. 
1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 420, I was unable to satisfy myself 
as to the true form of the fibro-vascular system. 

Fibroid (fei'broid), a. and sé, [f. Frpre + -o1.] 

A. adj. Resembling fibre or fibrous tissue ; 
Jibroid change, degeneration, a morbid change into 
fibre or fibrous tissue. 

1832 Pacer Surg. Pathol. ii. 155, I have proposed the 
name of Recurrent Fibroid tumour, 1854 Jones & SIev. 
Pathol, Anat. ii. 30 Masses of fibrine .. become fibroid 
tissues. 1874 /did. iv. 124 Fibroid degeneration is somewhat 
allied to induration. 1875 B. W. Ricuarpson Dis. Mod. Life 
30 The simple growths include what are known as. .fibroid 
tumour. 


Vor. IV, 
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B. sb. Pathol. A fibroid tumour. 


1872 PrASLEE Ovar. Tumours 20 Scanzoni considered it 
an ovarian fibroid. 1876 Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 385 Tumor 
- So-called fibroma or fibroid, 

Fibroin (foicbrovin). [f. Frero- + -mv.] A 
chemical substance which is the principal con- 
stituent of silk, cobwebs, and the horny skeleton 
of sponges. 

1861 Hume tr. Moguin-Tandon 11. 1. ii. go Sponge is 
composed of an animal matter which has been compared to 
albumen and to mucus (Fibroine, Mulder), 1878 Kinczetr 
Anim. Chent. 367 In a study of fibroin from silk, Schutzen- 
berger concludes that it differs from ordinary albumin. 1887 
J. Paton in Zucycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XXII. 61/z Silk fibre 
consists essentially of a centre or core of fibroin.. Fibroin.. 
has a composition represented by the formula C15 H23 N5 Os. 

Fibrolite (foibroloit). [f. Frpro-+ Gr. Aldos 
stone; see also -1TE.] A fibrous mineral con- 
sisting chiefly of aluminium silicate. 

1802 Bournon in Phil. Trans. XCII. 289 Fibrolite .. 
always .. either of a white colour, or of a dirty gray. 1803 
Nicholson's Frnl. \V. 14 Fibrolite accompanying the matrix 
of corundum. 1884 Dana M77. 375 Fibrolite was much 
used for stone implements..in the ‘Stone age’. 

Hence Fibroli'tic a., containing fibrolite. 

1879 Dana Max. Geol. (ed. 3) 72. 

Fibroma (foibrauma). Path. Pl. fibromata 
(feibrou-mata). [mod.L., f. L. fibra FIBRE +-oma; 
cf. CARCINOMA, CysToMA.] A fibrous tumour. 

1847-9 Topp Cycl, Anat. IV. 130/2 The nature of fibroma 
leads it simply to enlarge, without change in, or around, 
itself. 1876 Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 385 Fibromata are for 
the most part sharply circumscribed. 

Fibrome (faibro"m). [a. Fr. ibvome.] = prec. 

1872 CouEen Dis. Throat 206 The structure. .was altogether 
similar to that of these fibromes. 


Fibrose, a. ?Ods. [ad.mod.L. fibrosus : see 
FrpreE and -0SE,.] = F1BRovs. 

1697 J. Periver in Phil. Trans. XIX. 681 The Roots 
fibrose and whitish. 1752 /ézd. XLVI. 511 Their external 
appearance will show them fibrose. 1775 in AsH. 

Fibroso- (foibrdu-so), comb. f. of prec. or next, 
as in fibro:so-calea'reous adj.= /ibro-calcareous; 
fibro:so-cartila’ginous adj. = fibvo-cartilaginous. 

1856-8 W. CLark Van der Hoeven’s Zool. 1. 83 Gorgonia, 


the crust polypiferous, fibroso-calcareous, persistent. /did. 
II. 69 Chimeroidet, cranium fibroso-cartilaginous. 


Fibrous (foibros), a. fad. mod.L. fbroses: 
see FIBRE and -ous. Cf. FIBROSE and Fr. fbreux.] 
1. Full of fibres; formed of fibres: 
a, in animals. /zbrous tissue: the ordinary 
connective tissue in the body. /%brous tumour = 


FIBROID. 

1657 S. Purcuas Pol. Flying-Ins. iii. 7 Their [Bees’] back 
and breast is a kind of reddish fibrous flesh. 1661 LoveLL 
Hist, Anim. & Min. Introd., Their lungs are single, fibrous 
..and fungous. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. Il. 350 Blood.. 
separates into two portions, the coagulum or fibrous part, 
and the serum. 1872 HuxLrey Phys. ii. 23 Outside the 
muscular coat is a sheath of fibrous or connective tissue. 
1885 CreiGHTon in Lucycl. Brit, (ed. 9) XVIII. 369/1 The 
fibrous tumors may become cystic in their interior, 


b. in plants. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 616 There are of Roots, Bulbous Roots, 
Fibrous Roots, and Hursute Roots. 1677 Plot Oxfordsh. 
144 Which large Violet from a fibrous root sendeth forth 
many leaves. 1713 C’ress WINCHELSEA JVisc. Poems 232 
Branches. . Of fibrous cordage and impending shrouds. 1846 
J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 279 From its fibrous 
bark we procure the comfort of linen. 1870 Hooker 
Stud. Flora 300 Cyclamen hederefolium..tuber fibrous 
all over. 

e. in minerals and metals. 

1794 SuLtivan View Nat. 1, 452 Fibrous asbestos, alumen 
plumosum, is mild magnesia, combined with silex, calcareous 
earth, and a small proportion of argill, and iron. 1805-16 
R. Jameson Char, Min, 232 In the fibrous fracture we have 
to attend to the thickness .. and the position of the fibres. 
1813 BaKkEWweLL /xtrod. Geol. (1815) 217 Thin strata of 
beautiful white fibrous gypsum occur in marle, 1858 
GREENER Gunnery 88 The metal has been changed from the 
molecular to the fibrous, 

2. Resembling fibre or fibres; fibre-like. 

1707 Curios. in Hush, §& Gard, 81 There are fibrous Tubes 
in Trees, for the Sap to mount. 1813 SHELLEY Q. JZad 1. 94 
Yon fibrous cloud.. Were scarce so thin, so slight, 


3. Comb., as fibrous-rooted adj. 

1796 C. MarsHat Garden. xx. (1813) 399 Divide fibrous 
rooted perennial flowers. 1845 LinptEy Sch, Bot. viii. 
(1858) 134 Generally dzbous, sometimes frbrous-rooted. 

Hence Fi‘brously adv., in a fibrous manner; like 
fibres ; and Fi*brousness, the state or quality of 
being fibrous, 


1727 Batey vol. II, /zrousness, fulness of fibres. 1827 
Westm,. Rev. 1X. 174 Fibrousness is its essential character. 
1833 J. Hortanp Manuf. Metal Il. 342 The fibrousness 
produced by this operation is again removed. 1854 JoNES 
& Strv. Pathol. Anat, ii. 33 They never show any organized 
arrangement beyond a low grade of fibrousness, 1881 J.S. 
in Art ¥rnl. 102/t The two faded leaves drawn so very 
fibrously. 1891 Harper's Mag. Jan. 210/1 Low-hanging 
firs. .all fibrously a-glitter, 

Fibry (fib’ri), a. [f Frnrr+-yl.] a, Re- 
sembling a fibre. %b. Abounding in fibres. 

1802 W. Forsytn Cult. Fruit Trees xiv. (1824) 264 Cut off 
all the small fibry roots with a knife, 1881 Gard. Chron. 
No. 417. 814 Hundreds..of fibry roots. 1882 Te Garden 
aioe 31/1 Insert them,.in small pots filled with fibry 
turf, - 





-FICATION. 


Fibster (fi‘bstez). [f. Frp v.1 + -ster.] One 
who fibs ;.a fibber, petty liar. 


1848 THACKERAY Van, Fair xviii, You silly little fibster. 
1861 H. Kincstey Ravenshoe 1. xx. You wicked old fibster ! 
Fibula (fi-biela). Pl. fibula, -as. [a. L. frbula, 
f. figére to fix, or the synonymous /7vére (Festus). 
|| 1. Azetég. A clasp, buckle, or brooch. 

1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. 346 Rings, Fibula and abundance 
of other implements. 1736 Porr Lez. to Cromwell 30 Dec. 
1710, His robe might be subnected with a Fibula. 1832 
Worpsw. Highland Broach, The Fibula, whose shape. . 
Still in the Highland Broach is seen. 1851 D. WiLson 
Preh. Ann. (1863) I. vii. 226 A small fibula of bone. 1869 
T. Nicnots Handy Bk, Brit. Mus. 349 There is also a large 
collection of fibulas or garment-fastenings. 

2. Anat, The long or splint bone on the outer 
side of the leg (app. from its resemblance to the 
tongue of a clasp, of which the tibia forms the 
other part). 

1706 in Puitiips (ed. Kersey). 1741 Monro Anat. (ed. 3) 
287 The sharpest Angle of the Fibula is anterior. 1831 R. 
Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 377 It arises .. from the fore part of 
the inner surface of the fibula. 1872 Mivart Elem, Anat. 
183 The femur does not articulate with the fibula. 

Fibular (fi'bila1), a. [f. Frsuta+-ar. Cf. F. 
Jibulaire.| +a. Resembling the fibula: see FIBULA 
2 (obs.—"), bb. Of or pertaining to the fibula. 

1729 ScuEucuzer in Phil. Trans. XXXVI. 98 The Bark 
..1s not so easily roll’d up into a fibular Form. 1831 R. 
Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 731 Anterior Fibular Artery. It .. 
perforates the inferior extremity of the interosseous ligament. 
1854 Owen Skel. & Teeth (1855) 64 A fibular ridge projects 


slightly from the. . tibia. 

Fibulate (fibizleit), v. [f L. f7bulat-, ppl. 
stem of /zbulare to clasp, f. fzbula: see FIBULA.] 
+a. intr. (nonce-use) To perform the action of 
buttoning and unbuttoning; to fiddle with one’s 
buttons (0ds.—1). +b. ‘rans. (see quot. 1656-81). 
ce. To put a button on (a foil). Hence Fi-bulated 
ppl. a. Fibula‘tion (see quot.). 

1640 Brome Axtipodes u. ii, Your fingers fibulating on 
your breast. 1656-81 BLount Glossogr., Fibulate, to joyn, or 
fasten together, 1658 Puitiirs, /7blation, a buttoning, 
or joyning together. 1832-4 De Quincey Czsars Wks. 
1862 IX. 138 Perhaps buttoned, fibulated as in the case of 
our own foils. 


+ Fibulous (fi'biz/les), a. In 7 fibulus. [f. 
FIBULA +-ous.] Resembling a fibula. 


1662 J. Barcrave Pofe Alex. VII (1867) 129 A toung.. 
with a small fibulus button at the end of it, 


-fic, sezffix, repr. L. -ficus ‘-making, -doing’ (f. 
weakened root of facéve to make, do), forming adjs. 
(1) from sbs., with the sense ‘making, causing, 
producing’, as in hondrificus, pacificus, or ‘ per- 
forming’, as sacrificus; (2) from adjs., with the 
sense ‘performing actions of a certain kind’, as 
magnificus, also (in late and med.L.) with the 
sense ‘ bringing into a specified state’, as bedtzficuts ; 
(3) from vbs., with the sense ‘causing to’, as 
horrificus, terrificus; (4) from adybs., only in 
beneficus, maleficus, adjs. of agency to the phrases 
bene, male facere to do good, do ill (to). Except 
in the two last-mentioned words, and in venéficus 
(contr. for *venénzficus), the suffix -ficus is always 
preceded by -2-, which is either the stem-vowel or 
a substitute for it, or a connecting-vowel appended 
to a consonant-stem. Most of the L. adjs. in 
-(2)ficus appear in Fr., the termination being adapted 
as -(2)figue; also in It., Sp., Pg., the form being 
fico. In Eng. the suffix prob. first occurred in 
adoptions from Fr., like magnific, and was often 
spelt -(z)figue down to the 17th c. In medizeval 
and mod.L. new formations with -(z\ficus were 
very common, and many of them have passed, in 
adapted forms, into the Rom. langs. and Eng., as 
prolific, scientific. In scientific nomenclature new 
words are still sometimes formed by the addition of 
the representative of -(z)/icus to L. stems; such 
words, if accepted at all, are usually of international 
currency, and it is often uncertain in which lang, 
they were first used; Eng. examples are acidzjic, 
chylific, felicific, morbific. 

Several L. adjs. in -7cus form their comparatives and 
superlatives, and their nouns of quality, from a stem in 


Jicent-. In Eng, (but not in Romanic) the adapted forms 
of these words end in -/icent, as beneficent, magnificent, 
mealeficent, muntficent. CY on 

Ficary (fikari). rare. [ad. mod.L. ficaréa in 
Ranunculus Ficaria the lesser Celandine.] 

1848 Mary Howirr in Tyas Field Flowers I, 26 Our 
garden fence .. With ficaries like a golden rain Shower'd on 
the earth below. 


-fication (fiké!-{an), suffix, repr. L. -ficdtzon-em, 
the regular formative of nouns of action (see 
-ATION) from vbs. in -/icdre : see-FY. Many words 
of this formation (chiefly post-classical) were 
adopted in Fr. with their related vbs., the sbs, in 
learned form with the suffix -fica/zon, and the vbs. 
in semi-popular form with the suffix -/er ; on the 
analogy of these many new formations with these 
suffixes arose in Fr, From the 14thc. F. vbs. in -fer 
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FICCHE. 


with their corresponding agent-nouns in -fication 
have been freely introduced into Eng., as purify, 
purification, sanctify, sanctification ; and hence the 
suffix -/icatton has become the recognized means of 
forming nouns of action corresponding to vbs. in 
Sy, except such as represent L. vbs. in -facéve (see 
-FACTION). In general, however, such nouns of 
action are (unless as mere nonce-wds.) formed only 
on assumable mod.L. types ; but beaztzfication has 
been in use since 17th c., and words like /rencht- 
fication, transmogrification, uglification may occa- 
sionally be met with. In scientific language the 
suffix forms many sbs. (some of which have no 
corresponding vb.); examples are acetification, 
acidification, chylification, dentification, ossifica- 
tion, etc. ‘ 

1799 Soutuey Le/f. (1856) I. 85 Excuse the damned city- 
country-fication of that word [cottage]. 

+ Ficche, v. Os. Forms: 4-5 fitch(en, (fic- 
chyn, fichch, fichene, fyeche), ficche, fich, 
(5 fychch), 4-6 fych(e. [a. OF. fichzer (mod.F. 
jJicher\=Pr. ficar, Sp. hincar, fincar, ficar, Pg. 
jincar, ficar, It. ficcare: referred by Diez to a 
popular L. *fzgicare, extension of L. /figére to 
Fix.] 

1. trans. To fix, fasten, make firm, establish ; 
both in a material and an immaterial sense. 

c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 658 Alle pese fyue sypez..were.. 
fyched upon fyue poyntes. ¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, u. iv. 45 
Haue mynde certeynly to ficchyn pi house of a myrie site 
in a lowe stoone. 1382 Wycuir Yosh. iv. 3 In the place of 
tentis, where 3e this ny3t fitchen tentis. 1412-13 HoccLEve 
Counsel to Hen. V, 9 God dreede and ficche in him your 
trust. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy v. xxxvi, To fyche fynally 
the date. ¢1477 Caxton Yason o4 Whan she hadde put al 
these thinges in a balance and fiched in her engyn she began 
to recomforte medea. [1530 Parser. 549/1, 1 Fyche (Lyd- 
gat), I stedye or make ferme or stedfaste, ¥e fiche. This 
terme is nat yet [z.¢. no longer] admytted.] 

b. To stud, furnish wztk something infixed. 
c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Catharina 852 Foure quhelis .. Of 
pe quhilkis pe felyis all With scharpe houkis fichit be sall. 
1413 Lypc. Piler. Sowle 111. iv. (1483) 52 The compas of 
this whele was fitched ful of hokes. 

2. To pierce, penetrate; /¢. and jig. 

1388 Wycur Ps. xxxiv. 16 Thei ben scaterid and not 
ficchid with sorewe. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 2098 Thay flitt 
fulle frescly ber frekez, ffichene with fetheris thurghe be fyne 
maylez. ?a@1400 Arthur 462 Quarels, arwes, pey fly smerte ; 
pe fyched Men pru3 heed & herte. 

Hence Fi‘eching v/. sd., in quot. concr. the place 
where anything is fixed, the ‘ print’. 

1382 WycLir Yohn xx. 25, I schal se in his hondis the 


ficching of naylis. 
Ficelle (fisel). [a. F. ficelle pack-thread.] 
Only in comb., as ficelle colour, the colour of pack- 


thread ; ficedle-lace, string-coloured lace. 


1882 Queen 22 July 94/1 No dress looked prettier than a * 


thin canvas of dark ficelle colour. 1882 World 21 June 18/x 
A white muslin trimmed with wide flouncings of ficelle lace. 

Ficesyn, obs. form of PHYSICIAN. 

Fich, obs. form of VETcH. 

Fich, Fich-: see Fircu, Frrcu-. 

Fichant (fant). [a. F. jichant, pr. pple. of 

Jicher to fix: see FIccHE v.} (See quots.) 

1688 Capt. J. S. Mortification 30 Vhe Fichant or fixed 
line must not exceed a Musquet-shot. 1706 Puituips (ed. 
Kersey), Line of Defence Fichant or Fixed. Ibid., Flank 
Fichant is that from whence a Piece of Ordinance playing, 
fixes its Bullets in a direct Line in the Face of the opposite 
Bastion. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Fichant, in forti- 
fication, said of flanking fire which impinges on the face it 
defends. 

Fiche, obs. form of Fisu, Frrcen. 

Fichtelite (fi:xtélsit). Az. [Named by Bro- 
meis in 1841 after the /7chte/ Mts., Bavaria, where 
it is found: see -1TE.] A mineral resin occurring 
in white crystalline scales on fossil pine wood. * 


1844 Dana Min. 514 The Fichtelite of Bromeis..is a 
similar substance. 

Fichu (fifi, firfiv). [a. F. fichu, app. a subst. 
use of fichu adj. in the sense ‘ carelessly thrown 
on’.] A triangular piece of some light fabric, 
worn by ladies, now as a covering for the neck, 
throat, and shoulders, formerly also for the head, 

1803 Morning Chron. in Spirit Pub. Frnils. (1804) VII. 17 
Must there be a particular act, regulating every piece of 
dress?. .we should read. .of the Fichu Bill being committed, 
the Landau Bill being reported [etc.]. 1824 Ladies Monthly 
Museum July XX. 54 Bonnets of white sarsnet are tied 
down with a fichu. 1825 bid. June XXI. 347 The mantelet 
cap ..is of white gauze, the front ornamented with jichu 
points. 1826 /é7d. Mar. XXIII. 171 A small ich is thrown 
carelessly over the neck. 1832 Mrs. F, Trottore Dom. 
Mann. Amer. xvii. (1834) 146 A scarlet 7ichu relieved the 
sombre colour of her dress. 1877 M. M. Grant Sun-Maid 
ii, She wore a jichu of fine lace. 

Ficiform (fi-sifgrm), a. [f. L. fici-, combining 
form of ficus fig +-FORM.] Fig-shaped. 

1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Ficinite (fisinsit). Mi. [Named by Bern- 
hardi in 1827 after Prof. 7icénus: see -1TE.] A 
hydrous sulpho-phosphate of iron and manganese. 


1852 Sueparp Mzn. 404 Ficinite, Bernhardi. 1868 DANA 
Min. (ed. 5) § 585 Ficinite. 
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+ Ficker, jocular perversion of Vicar. 

1889 Marpfrel. Epit. Vitle-p., Compiled for the behoofe 
and overthrow of the vnpreaching Parsons, Fyckers, and 
Currats. did. (1843) 53 Fickers, parsens and currats. 


Fickle (fik’l), a. Forms: 1 ficol, 3-4 fik-, 
4 fick-, 4-6 fyck-, 5-6 fek-, fykel(e, -ell(e, -il(1, 
-kil(I, -le, -ul, -yl(1, 3 south. vikel, 7 ficle, 6- 
fickle. [OE. ficol, f. *fic-ian to deceive (cf. befictan 
in same sense), cognate with gefic deceit, /ecne 
deceitful: see FAKEN a.] 


+1. False, deceitful, treacherous. Ods. 
axo000 Gloss. on Prov. xiv. 25 (Cott. Vesp. D. 6) Versipellis, 
ficol vel pretti. a1225 Ancr. X. 268 Fikele & swikele reades. 
a1240 Ureisun in Cott. Hom. 185 Cunfort on eorbe pet is 
fikel and fals. ¢1300 Havelok 2799 We hauen misdo mikel, 
Pat we ayen you haue be fikel. c1325 Song Yesterday 30 
in 2. E. P, (1862) 134 Pis eorpeli ioie, pis worldly blis Is but 
a fykel fantasy. cx1400 Song Roland 147 ‘A! ffals man’ 
quod the kinge ‘ Fekill is thy thought.’ ¢1425 Seven Sag. 
985(P.) With fykyl wordis and with false. ¢1450 LoNELICH 
Grail x\vi. 40 Kyng Crwdelx was so fekel and felle. a 1533 
Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) X viij, Otherwyse 
theyr conuersacion shulde be fekyl to the people. 
absol. c1440 Bone Flor. 2184 'Thes four fekyll That harmed 
feyre Florence. 
b. Of places: Treacherous, dangerous. Now Sv. 
1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. x1x. cxxix. (1495) 938 Actus 
is a place there beestys ben ofte dryuen and is slypper and 
fyckyl. 1883 Mrs. OvrpHant Ladies Lindores 11. xvi. 41 
It’s a fickle corner in the dark .. A wrong step .. and there 
would be no help. 
2. Changeable, changeful, inconstant, uncertain, 
unreliable : 
a. of persons, their attributes, feelings, etc; also 
often, with personification, of Fortune, Chance, etc. 
a1275 Prov, Llfred 355 in O. E. Misc. (1872) 125 For 
moni mon hauit fikil mod. 1550 Bate AZod. Pref. 12b, 
I maruile What hath moued the fyckle heades of our 
doctours. 1592 SHaks. Row. § Ful. 11. v. 60 O Fortune, 
Fortune, all men call thee fickle. 1630 PryNNne A 2ti-A rmin. 
114 It makes the fickle wauering, vnconstant will of man, 
the very basis. 1663 CowLEy Agric. Wks. 1710 II. 708 An 
impudent, fickle, and painted Harlot. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
1. 233 When everlasting Fate shall yeild To fickle Chance. 
1783 Watson PAilip I/T (1793) I. v1. 164 Though sovereign 
princes .. be naturally capricious and fickle in their attach- 
ments. 1814 Scott Ld. of /sles vi. vi, Versed in the fickle 
heart of man. 1861 Hotranp Less. Life iii. 44 Friends may 
prove false, and fortune fickle. 1870 Bryant /é/ad I, m1. 85 
‘The younger men are of a fickle mood. 
b. of things, natural agents, etc. 
c1450 Henryson Compl. Creseide 550, 1 .. clame upon 
the fickill quheill sa hie. 1513 Douctas 4ve7s x11. i. 106 
Persave of weir the fykkill ward onstabill! 1563 B. Gooce 
Lglogs, etc. (Arb.) 84 The surest Staffe, in fyckle Dayes. 
¢ 1600 SHAxs. Sov. cxxvi, O Thou my louely Boy who in 
thy power, Doest hould times fickle glasse. 1612 Davirs 
Why Ireland, etc.(1747)15 The popes donation and the Irish 
submissions were but weak and fickle assurances. 1774 
Beattie Minstr. 11. lv, Fancy now no more Wantons on 
fickle pinion through the skies. 1818 Scotr Rob Roy i, He 
who embarks on that fickle sea, requires to possess the skill 
of the pilot. 1835 Ure PAzlos. Manuf. 398 The fickle health 
of childhood. #1839 Prarp Poems (1864) I. 234 Through 
shine and shower My fickle shallop dances. 1861 HoLLAnD 
Less, Life i. 12 The weather being very fickle. 


3. As adv; only in combination with ppl. adjs. 

1611 SytvesTER Du Bartas 11. iv. tv. Decay 1199 Our 
glory stands so fickle-founded thus. 1596 Firz-GrFrray 
Sir F. Drake (1881) 54 Fortvne .. stoode not on her fickle- 
rowling wheele. 

4. Comb. as fickle-fancied, -headed, -minded 
(whence jickle-mindedly adv.) adjs.; ficklewise 
adv. ; also fickle-tongue a., given to falsehood ; 
+ fickle-hammed a.,? weak in the hams. 

a@1670 Hacker Adf. Williams 1. (1692) 41 Those *fickle- 
fancy'd men. 1675 Lond. Gaz. No. 993/4 A Red Roan Nag 
about six, and *fickle hammed. 1577 Harrison Angland 
Il. Vii. (1877) 1. 168 The *fickle headed tailors. 166x HickEr- 
INGILL Yamaica 97 Those fickle-headed Soldiers. a 1600 
Hooker Eccl, Pol. v1. (1617) 280 Speaking of *fickle-minded 
men. 1875 Howetts Foregone Conc. iii. 68 I’ve behaved 
rather *fickle-mindedly. 1393 Lanci. P. Pd. C. 11. 6 Bobe 
fals and fauel and *fykel-tonge lyere. 1877 Lanier Poewis, 
Bee g And flew Most *ficklewise about. 


+ Fickle, v.1 Ods. Forms: 3 fikele, 4 fyckel, 
fykel, 6 fykkle ; also 3 vikel(i. [frequentative 
of FIKE v.; cf. Ger. dial. fiche/n (Grimm) in same 


sense.] zztr. To flatter. Also ¢o fickle with, 

«3225 Ancr. R. 84 pe vikelare..put him preon in eien, bat 
he mid vikeled. 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 845 Pis was po be 
gode do3ter bat nolde vikeli no3t, Ofte ping pat is ivikeled 
to worse ende is bro3t. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. 
xxvii. (1495) 787 A hounde ofte fyckelyth and fawnyth 
wyth his taylle on men. 1537 St. Papers Hen. VIII, 
II. 480 They goo aboute to fykkle with Iryshe men. 

Hence Ficckling v0/. sd., flattery; Fi‘ckling 
ppl. a. Also Fi'ckler, a-flatterer. 

a1228 Ancr. R. 86 Uikelares beod preokunnes. did. 82 
Attri speche is ..bacbitunge, & fikelunge. Jdid. 224 To 
wenen pet hit were uikelunge 3if heo speke ueire. Jdid. 257 
Leouere me beod hire wunden pen uikiinde [z. ». fikelinde] 
cosses. a1240 Sawles Warde in Cott. Hom. 253 Of peos 
fikelinde world. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 30 Heo no koupbe 
of no fikelyng, and ne onswerede not so. 

Fickle (fik’l), v7.2 dial. [Cf Fioxie a. 1 b.] 
trans. & To puzzle. b. (see quot. 1736.) 

1567 [implied in Fickie-rorce]. 1736 Peccr Kenticisms, 
Fickle, to fickle a person in the head with this or that, to 
put it into his head; in a baddish sense. 1816 Scorr Az?ig. 
xxxix, ‘She may come to fickle usa’.’ 1859 Sites SeiiHelp 
49 Then other questions were put to ‘fickle’ him. 











FICT. 


+ Fi:eckledom. Oés. rave—'. [f. FICKLE a. + 
-pom.] The realm of fickleness. 

1754 Ricuarpson Corresp. (1804) III. 315 Who would 
wish for so transient a dominion in the land of fickledom ! 

+ Fi-ckle-force. once-wd. [f. FICKLE wv. 
(sense 1)+Forcg.] (See quot.) 

1567 Martet Gr. Forest 1 Adamant .. yeeldeth or giueth 
place to nothing, wherefore the Greekes call it Fickle-force, 

Fickleness (fi‘k’Inés). [f. FIcKLE a. +-NuESS.] 
The quality or state of being fickle. 

+1. Falseness, deceit, treachery. Obs. rare. 

c 1397 Cuaucer Lack Stedf. 20 From Right to wronge from 
trowght to fekylnesse. _ ; 

2. Changeableness, inconstancy, variableness. 

1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke iv. 43 This iourneiyng 
from place to place was not the disease of ficlenesse or of 
vnstablenesse. 16653 BoyLe Occas. Refi. (1845) 291 The Muta- 
bility and Fickleness of Prosperity. 1716 Appison Freeholder 
No. 25 Pi There are some who ascribe this to the fickleness of 
our climate. 1828 Scott F. AZ. Perth xxv, It could not be 
levity or fickleness of character which induced his daughter 
to act with so much apparent inconsistency. 1875 SPURGEON 
Treas. Dav. Ps. |xxxix. 2 All things savour of the changes 
of the moon and the fickleness of the sea. 

Ficklety (firk’lti). vare—*. = prec. 2. 

1888 G, ALLEN Devil’s Die II. xxv. 122 They hate the 
imputation of ficklety or falseness. 

Fickly (fikli), adv. Now rare. Also 7 ficklely. 
[f. as prec. +-(L)y2.] Ina fickle manner, variably, 
inconstantly, + deceitfully. 

a1300 E. LE. Psalter v. 11 With par tunges fikeli bai dide. 
c14z5 Wyntoun Cyvom. vill. xxxiii. 134 Bot Fortowne, 
powcht scho fald fekilly Will noucht at anis Myscheffis fall. 
1660 HoweLt Lericon, Ficklely, zzconstamment. 1666 
Prrys Diary 30 Mar., Having given her mistress warning 
fickly, 172x SoUTHERNE Spartan Damie1.i, A present pow’r, 
that’s fickly held By the frail tenure of the people's will. 

|| Fico (fzko). [It. fico:—L. focus Fic 56.1. For 
sense 3 see under Fie sd.7] 

+1. =Fie sd.1 2. Obs. 

a@ 1577 GascoiGNnE /Terbes Wks. (1587) 153 To suppe some- 
times with a Magnifico, And have a Fico foysted in thy 
dish. 1630 Yohnson’s Kingda. & Commonw. 30 To reward 
most of his great Captaines..with a Spanish fico. did. 57 
A poisonsome tricke of an Italian fico. 

2. =Fie sd.1 4. Obs. exc. arch. 

1598 E. Gitpin Shial, (1878) 68 Ile .. cry, a Fico for the 
Criticke spleene. 1606 Marston Fawz 1. ii. Biv b, For 
wealth he is of my addiction and bid’s a fico for’t. 1823 
Scorr Peveril xxxvili, But proclaim !—a fico for the phrase. 
[After Suaxs, Merry W.1. ili. 33.] 1886 Bynner A. Surriage 
xxix. 343, I wouldn’t give a fico for all you ever recover 


from her. 

+3. =Fic sb.2 To give the fico. Obs. 

1596 LopcEe Wits Misery 23 Giuing me the Fico with his 
thombe in his mouth. 1602 Carew Cornwall 1. 22b, 
Hauing once recouered his fortresse, he then giues the 


Fico, to all that his adversaries can..attempt against him. 

Ficoid (foikoid), @ and sd. fad. mod.L. 
S icoides, f. L. fic-us fig ; see -O1D.] 

A. adj. a. =FiI00IDAL a. 1. b. Resembling 
a fig; fig-like. 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Ficoid, belonging to, resembling, or 
having an arrangement of parts as in the Genus /7cus, 
Also, resembling a fig; fig-like. 

B. sb. A plant of the N, O. Mesembriacex. 

1741 Compl. Fam. Piece u. iii. 362 In a warm Day give 
a little Water to your most succulent Ficoids. 1846 LinDLEy 
Veg. Kingd. 525 The seed-vessels of the Ficoids exhibit 
remarkable phenomena, 

Ficoidal (fikoi-dal), a. and sd. [f.as prec. +-Au.] 

‘A. adj. 

1. Related to or resembling the genus Ficus. 

1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

2. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, the Natural 
Order /icotdex or Mesembriacee. Ficoidal alli- 
ance, a name given by Lindley to a group containing 
the Mesembriacez and three other orders. 

1846 Linpiey Veg. Kingd. 523 The Ficoidal Alliance, 
Ibid. 525 Ficoidal Exogens. 

B. sd. A plant belonging to the /zcoidal Alliance. 


1846 LinpLey Veg. Kingd. 525 They are to Ficoidals..the 
princes of their race. 


|| Ficoides (fikoitdz). [mod.L. ficotdés : see 
Ficorp.] A botanical name applied to various 
plants; in quots. the Ice-plant (AZesembrianthe- 
mum crystallinum). ; 

1753 Cuampers Cycl. Supp., Ficoides. 1784 Cowrer Task 
mt. 579 The spangled beau, Ficoides, glitters bright the 
winter long, 18rz Mrs. M. Starke Beauties of C. M. Maggi 
48 Nymph on whose breast the gem’d Ficoides beams. 

Ficous (foikes), a. [f. L. fic-ws fig +-ovs.] 
aoe Syd. Soc. Lex., Ficous, like a fig or like the disease 

Wicus. 

+ Fict, @. and sd. Olds. [ad. L. fict-us, pa. pple. 
of fingére to fashion, Frten.] A. adj. 

1. =Ferenep 2. In quot. adso/. or quasi-adv. 

1677 T. Harvey tr. ¥. Owen's Epigr. 1, xxxi, Poets of 


things past write false and fict. 

2. Mus. =FxIGNeD 5 a. Only in Fict voice (L. 
vox ficta), a note altered by an accidental flat ac- 
cording to the rules of AZusica ficta, ie. music in 
which the accidentals were supplied, instead of 
being left to the singer’s discretion. See Grove 
Dict. Mus, Vl. 413/1. ; 

1609 DouLanp Ornith, Microl. 87 The placing of Rests in 
a Counterpoint is. .tollerated ..To auoide Fict Voices, and 
the forbidden Interuals, 


FICT. 


B. sd. A note occurring in certain Hexachords 
when altered as above. Also Scale of jicts. 
1609 Doutanp Ornith. Microl. 25 The Scale of ficts or 
Synemenon and how the Mutations are made. 
+ Fict, v. Jus. Obs. [f. prec.] ctr. To undergo 
the alterations required by the rules of AZuszca 
Jicta: see prec. 


1609 Doutanp Orzith. Microl. 25 Musicke may Fict in 
any Voyce and Key, for Consonance sake. 


+ Ficta‘tion. Ods. [f. L.fict- (rare), ppl. stem 
of figére to fix+-aTIon. Cf. med.L. fictation-em.] 
= Fixation (of a volatile substance). 

1612 WoopALL Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 271. 

+ Fictilage. Ods. [f. next + -age.] (See 
quots. ) 

1610 W. Forxincuam Art of Survey i. vii. 14 Fictilage is 
the forming and transforming of y® Matter in form or sub- 
stance: as in making of Tile .. Brick, Pots .. Glasse, etc. 
1688 R. Hotme Armoury 111. 333/2 Fictilage is an ordering 
of Clayie Ground for what use we would have it. 

Fictile (fktil), a and sé. [ad. L. fictzl-em, f. 

Jingére to fashion: see -ILE.] A. adj. 

1. Capable of being moulded, suitable for making 
pottery. Now rare. 

1675 Evetyn Jerva (1776) 8 The several Fictile clays. 
Jig. 1837 Cartyte /”. Rev, (1872) I. 1. ii. 6 Ours is a most 
fictile world ; and man is the most fingent plastic of creatures, 

2. Moulded into form by art; made of earth, clay, 
etc, by a potter. 

1626 Bacon Sy/va § 841 Fictile Earth is more fragile than 
crude Earth and dry wood than green. 1655 STANLEY //7st. 
Philos. 111. 92, I was but fool’d To worship in his room a 
fictile deity. 1662 Evetyn Chalcogr. i. 5 And why may 
not the 7orz, Brawn, or Collops of fat be express’d by these 
raised Figures, and they 7ovosz plump, and. .ex doz point, 
as well as Fusil and Fictile ones? 1825 Fosproxe Eucycd. 
Antig. (1843) I. 96 The Etruscans, who were famous 
potters, used to make fictile coffins. 1855 MusGRAvE 
Ramble Normandy 281 Curiosities. .fictile and fossil. 

3. Of or pertaining to the manufacture of earthen- 
ware, etc.; haying to do with pottery. Also 
(rarely) Skilled in or devoted to fictile art. 

1854 THoreau Walden (1863) 281, I was pleased to find 
that so fictile an art was ever practised in my neighbour- 
hood. 1864 C. P. Smytu Jnher. in Gt. Pyraniid 1. 1. (1880) 
5 That too graphic religion which the fictile nation on the 
Nile ever delighted in, 1888 A7/s § Crafts Catal. 46 And 
Fictile Craft grew with his [man’s] knowledge. 

B. sd. A fictile vessel. 

180 in WEALE Dict. Terms. 1888 Arts § Crafts Catal. 
45 These Fictiles tell the story of his first Art-instincts. 

Hence Fi'ctileness, the quality or fact of being 
fictile. 1727 in Bartey vol. II, 

Fictility (fikti-liti), [f prec. + -1ry.] The 
quality or condition of being fictile. In quot. 
concr. An article of fictile ware. 

1892 Leisure Hour Feb. 271/2 The array of ancient ‘fic- 
tilities : was unhappily diminished by an accident. 

Fiction (fikfen). Forms: 4 ficcion, (5-6 
fyccion, -cyon, -tion(e), 7 fixion, 5- fiction. 
[a. Fr. fiction (=Pr. fiction, ficxio, Sp. ficcion), ad. 
L. fiction-em, n. of action f. fingére to fashion or 
form: see FrrIcn.] 

_ +1. The action of fashioning or imitating. Ods. 

1607 Torsett Four-f. Beasts (1658) 415 In some parts of 
Germany .. it [the shrew] is called... Zissmuss, from the 
fiction of his voice. x71x SHarress. Charac. vi. Vv. (1737) 
III. 38: The.. Art of Painting .. surpassing by so many 
Degrees. .all other Human Fiction, or imitative Art, 

+b. Arbitrary invention. Ods. 

a1629 T. Avams Two Sonnes Wks. (1629) 422 The King 
hauing made positiue lawes .. disdaines that a Groome 
should .. annull those, to. .aduance other of his own fiction. 
1790 Burke Fy. Rev. Wks. V. 277 We have never dreamt 
that parliaments had any right. .to force a currency of their 
own fiction in the place of that which is real. 

+@. concr. That which is fashioned or framed ; 
a device, a fabric. Ods. 

1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 49 The other syttes drawing 
Mathematicall fictions. 1610 Guittim Heraldry m1. v. (1660) 
123 Thunder and Lightning. .they haue in. .their imaginary 
fiction conjoyned. 1784 Cowper Yask 1. 416 Renounce the 
odours of the open field For the unscented fictions of the 
loom. 

+2. Feigning, counterfeiting ; deceit, dissimula- 
tion, pretence. Ods. 

1483 Caxton Cato Aivb, He that sheweth him a frende 
by fyction and faynyng for to dysceyue him. 1502 Ovd. 
Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1. iii. 38 Without hauynge 
fyccyon in his worde. ¢ 1532 Dewes /ztrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 
zo21, I say without fiction. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn, 1. vii. 
§ 7 (2873) 56 A man of the purest goodness, without all 
fiction or affectation. 1609 Biste (Douay) Wisd. vii. 13 
Which I lerned without fiction, i . 

8. The action of ‘ feigning’ or inventing imaginary 
incidents, existences, states of things, etc., whether 
for the purpose of deception or otherwise. 

(The reproachful sense [=‘fabrication’] is merely con- 
textual.) ¥ f ; 

1605 Bacon Adu, Learn, i. iv. § 8. 2x Hee that will easily 
beleeue .. will as easily augment rumors ..so great an 
affinitie hath fiction and beleefe. 1651 Hosses Leviath, u. 
xxvii. 151 To be pleased in the fiction of that, which would 
please a man if it were reall, is a Passion..adhzrent to the 
Nature..of man. 1711 Suartess. Charac. i. (1737) I. 4 
Truth is the most powerful thing in the World, since even 
fiction it-self must be governed byit. 1748 Hartiey Observ, 
Man u. i. 39 The extreme Mischiefe which Fiction and 
Fraud occasion in the World, 1840 TuirtwaLt Greece VII. 





. be rejected as an improbable fiction. 
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99 The scene may appear to us so memorable, as to have 
afforded temptation for fiction. 

b. That which, or something that, is imaginatively 
invented; feigned existence, event, or state of 
things; invention as opposed to fact. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R.1. (1495) 3 They wysely.- 
vse poetes in their ficcions. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. 
Proem v, Whose [i.e. Lydgate’s] fatall fictions are yet 
permanent, Grounded on reason. 1589 WARNER A/), Eng. 
u. Prose Add. (1612) 332 The waues sollicited (a Poeticall 
fiction) by the wife of Iupiter. x160r SHaxs. Twed. NV. m1. 
iv. 141 If this were plaid vpon a stage now, I could condemne 
it as an improbable fiction. 1612 T. WiLson Chr. Dict. 375 
The popish Priest-hood is an immaginary and blasphemous 
fixion. 1798 Frerriar /dlustr. Sterne, Eng. Hist. 251 Fiction 
is always more feeble than truth. 1847 Emerson Refr. 
Men, Shaks. Wks.(Bohn) 1. 362 Few real men have left such 
distinct characters as these fictions. 1855 H. SpENcER Princ, 
Psychol, (x872) 11. vi. iii. 536 Until fact... has become 
clearly distinguished from fiction, 1876 GLADSTONE Homeric 
Syucr. 34 The fictions of the Virgilian age establish no pre- 
sumption adverse to it, 

ce. A statement or narrative proceeding from 
mere invention ; such statements collectively. 

161r Biste Tvansl. Pref. 1 What a fiction or fable was 
deuised. 1655-60 StanteY Hist. Philos. (1701) 601/t Let 
us cast away all fiction. 1719 De For Crusoe 1.317 Though 
this was all a Fiction of his own, yet it had its desir’d Effect. 
1781 Gipson Decl. §& F. 11. xxxvi. 326 Such an anecdote may 
1848 Macautay /77st. 
Eng. 1. 581 The messengers .. might .. have related mere 
fictions without incurring the penalties of perjury. 1873 
Hottanp A. Bonnic. i. 17 He had been playing off a fiction 
upon me, 

4. The species of literature which is concerned 
with the narration of imaginary events and the 
portraiture of imaginary characters; fictitious 
composition. Now usually, prose novels and 
stories collectively; the composition of works of 
this class. 

1s99 R. Lincue (fé¢/e), The Fountaine of Ancient Fiction 
1780 Harris Philol. Eng. Wks. (1841) 428 Dramatic fiction 
copies real life. 1829 Lytton Devereux iv. vi, Old people 
like history better than fiction. 184: Lane Arad, Vis. I. 65 
The Arabs .. enjoy a remarkable advantage over us in the 
composition of works of fiction. 1862 Burton Bk, Hunter 
(1863) ro The existing school of French fiction. 

b. A work of fiction; a novel or tale. Now 
chiefly in depreciatory use; cf. 3 b. 

1875 Manninc Mission H. Ghost ix. 258 They read nothing 
but fictions and levities. ; 

5. A supposition known to be at variance with 
fact, but conventionally accepted for some reason 
of practical convenience, conformity with traditional 
usage, decorum, or the like. 

a. in Law. 

Chiefly applied to those feigned. statements of fact which 
the practice of the courts authorized to be alleged by a 
plaintiff in order to bring his case within the scope of the 
law or the jurisdiction of the court, and which the defendant 
was not allowed to disprove. Fictions of this kind are now 
almost obsolete in England, the objects which they were 
designed to serve having been for the most part attained by 
the amendment of the law. 

1590 SwinpuRNE Testaments 165 It were against all right 
..that he should be iudged the father of that childe, by 
fiction of lawe. 1767 Biacxstone Com. II, 223 That 
ancestor, from whom it .. is supposed by fiction of law to 
have originally descended. 1775 Lp. Mansrietp in Mostyx 
v. Fabrigas, Smith's Leading Cases (ed g) I. 652 It.is a 
certain rule, that a fiction of law shall never be contradicted 
so as to defeat the end for which it was invented, but for 
every other purpose it may be contradicted. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) I. 26 It became a fundamental maxim, or 
rather fiction of our law that all real property was originally 
granted by the king. 1861 Maine Anc. Law ii. (1876) 26, 
I employ the expression ‘Legal Fiction’ to signify any 
assumption which conceals, or affects to conceal, the fact 
that a rule of law has undergone alteration. 1876 FREEMAN 
Norm. Cong. V. xxii. 17 The same spirit of legal fiction. . 
shows itself. .in the way in which the facts of the great con- 
fiscation are dealt with. 

b. gen. (chiefly ¢vazs/.) 

1828 Lp. GrenvitLte Sink. Fund 11 To reduce debt by 
borrowing .. is a manifest fiction in finance. 1840 DicKkENS 
Old C. Shop vii, By a like pleasant fiction his single chamber 
was always mentioned in the plural number. 1861 Mitt 
Utilit. i. 2 The elements of algebra .. are as full of fictions 
as English law. ; 

6. Comb., as fiction-mint, -monger, -writer. 

1810 Bentuam Packing (1821) viii. 84 note, Those fiction- 
mints. 1859 Sat. Rev. VII. 43/1 The rest are the regular 
property of the fiction-writer. 189 J. Winsor Columbus 
vi. 112 The credulous fiction-mongers who hang about the 


| skirts of the historic field. 1891 Pad/ Mall G.7 Oct. 3/1 He 


is no mere fiction-monger. 4 

Hence Fiction v. trams. To feign. vare-° 
Fi'ctioned Z//. a. 

18z0 Prarp Surly Hall 238 His fictioned flame. 

Fictional (fikfanal), a. [f. prec.+-aL.] Of, 
pertaining to, or of the nature of fiction. 

1843 F. E. Pacer Warden Berkingholt 97 Poisoning the 
springs of fictional literature. 1848 Blackw. Mag. LXIII. 

54 There is a fearful dearth of invention just now, especially 
in the fictional department. 1865 Sat. Rev. 19 Aug. 227/1 
He is .. the outcome of these fine fictional theories, 1869 
ArzeR Introd. Monk of Eveshane 8 The confusion in_con- 
struction .. tends to prove the fictional character of the 
work, 

Hence Fi'ctionally adv., in a fictional manner ; 
by means of a work of fiction. 

1889 Hissey Tour in Phaeton 34 A somewhat similar old 
house, in like manner made fictionally historic. 








FICTITIOUSLY. 


Fictionary (fikfonari), a. [f. as prec. +-ARy.] 
Existing only in fiction ; imaginary, pretended. 

1882 D. C. Murray Valentine Strange xxxi, Then out 
came from his fictionary uncle’s care Gerard's half sovereign. 

Fictionist (fikfonist). [f as prec, + -1s7.] 
A narrator of or writer of fiction; a story-teller, 
novelist. 

1829 Westm. Rev. XI. 490 He stands among the foremost 
of the prose fictionists of the hour. 1836 Lytron Athens 
(1837) II. 402 The stories of the popular and oral fictionist 
in the bazaars of the Mussulman. 1875 M. Pattison Zss. 
(1889) I. 309 Some Of our fictionists have left this traditional 
groove. 


Fictionize (fikfansiz), v. [f. as prec. + -1Z5.] 
trans. @ To turn into fiction. b. To give a 
fictitious form to. 

1831 S. R. Maitianp Zrwviz vi. 125 One of the writers 


who has thought fit to fictionize the truths of revelation. 
1864 VV. & Q. V. 13 The unicorn, as fictionized in heraldry, 


is a white horse. 
+ Fictious, z. Ods. [as if ad. L. *fctidsus, f. 


Jictionem : see FicrIon.] 

1. =Ficririovs. 

1644 QuarLes Sheph. Ovac. i, My report .. Was counted 
fictious. 1688 Prior Zrod. iii. 14. vi, And study’d Lines 
and fictious Circles draws. 1710 Brit. Apollo III. 3/2 Thy 
Fictious Performance would ne’re be so dull. 1770 Gent. 
Mag. XL. 315 His R—— H—— had assumed the fictious 
name of Morgan. 1804 J. Lackincron Confessions Pref. 7, 
Ihave called my old acquaintances by fictious names. 1813 
T. Bussy Lucretius I. 122 The poet’s fictious tales. /dzd. 
11. 36x A mighty army fills the plain with fictious war. 

2. Addicted to or characterized by fiction. 

1641 T. Hayne Luther 113 Go, fictious Greece, go tell 
Alcides, then, His club is nothing to great Luthers pen. 
1660 tr. Paracelsus’ Archidoxis 1. 26 As long as thy Fancy 
..adhers to thy Fictious Books. 1813 G. Cotman Sr. 
Grins, Vagaries Vind. xxxiv, From fictious verse could 


stubborn facts ensue. 
Fictitious (fikti:fes), a. [f L. fictict-as (Ef. 


Jingére to fashion, FEIGN) +-OUS : see -ITIOUS. ] 

1. +a. Artificial as opposed to natural (ods.). 
b. Counterfeit, ‘imitation’, sham ; not genuine. 

1615 CrooxE Body of Man 84 Able to distinguish betweene 
natural and fictitious precious Stones. 1685 Boye Enq. 
Notion Naz. 29 Chymists distinguish Vitriol into Natural 
and Fictitious, or made by Art. 1725 Pore Odyss. xvi. 
356 Three vases heap’d with copious fires display O’er all 
the palace a fictitious day. 1734 tr. Rodllin’s Anc. Hist. 
(1827) VIII. x1x. 295 By shedding fictitious tears. 1783 
Watson Philip L1J, 1. (1839) 19 The fictitious attack on the 
fort. 1828 Scotr F. M. Perth xxxi, The fictitious old 
woman ushered in Catharine. 1840 MacauLay Clive 45 
Two treaties were drawn up, one on white paper, the other 
on red, the former real, the latter fictitious. 

2. Arbitrarily devised ; not founded on rational 
grounds. 

1660 Jer. TAYLor Duct. Dubit. 1. ii. 76 Those things which 
by abuse. .are passed into a fictitious and usurped authority. 
1662 H. Stusse /zd. Nectar Pref. 4 The..unpractised (and 
in many parts false, and fictitious) Doctrine. 1736 BuTLER 
Anal. i. iii. 96 The notion .. of a moral scheme of govern- 
ment is not fictitious but natural. 1868 Rocrrs Pol. Econ. 
iii. (1876) 5 Nations, whc have no money.. have been con- 
strained to invent a fictitious measure in order to express 
values. : 

3. Of a name: Feigned, assumed or invented, 
not real. Of a character, etc.: Feigned, de- 


ceptively assumed, simulated. 

@ 1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 92 Philip Melancthon thinks, 
they [Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthazar] were not true, but 
fictitious Names. 1735 Pope Zeit. 7 Mar. 1731, I may.. 
make use of Real Names and not of Fictitious Ones. 1783 
Watson Philip ITT (1793) 1. 1v. 406 Men who act a fictitious 
part. 1820 Scorr /vanhoe xxiii, Her haughtiness..was..a 
fictitious character, induced over that which was natural to 
her. 1870 Dickens £. Drood iii, A fictitious name must be 
bestowed upon the old Cathedral town. 

4. Feigned to exist ; existing only in imagination ; 
imaginary, unreal. 

1621-51 Burton Anat. Mel. 11. iv.1. ii. 644 St. Christopher, 
and acompany of fictitious Saints. 1634 HaBincTon Castara 
(Arb.), Nobler comfort. .then vice Ere found in her fictitious 
Paradise. 170x Rowe Amb. Step-Moth, i. ii, He laughs 
At the fictitious Justice of the Gods. 1827 Hare Gwesses 
(1859) 273 The facts in Poetry, being avowedly fictitious, 
are not false. 1865 Livincstone Zamdesi vi. 148 The 
Portuguese would, by fictitious claims, reap all the benefit, 
1877 R. Girren Stock Exch. Secur. 64 Such fictitious 
securities. .as the loans of Honduras. 

5. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of fiction. 

1773 Mrs. Cuarone Jwiprov. Mind (1774) Il. 144 Those 
fictitious stories that so enchant the mind, 1838 THir-wALL 
Greece II. xvi. 358 Marvels which would be intolerable in 
a fictitious narrative. 185 Tuackeray Eng. Hum. (1853) 
107 Out of the fictitious book I get the expression of the life 
of the time. 


6. Constituted or regarded as such by a (legal or 


conventional) fiction. 

1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 261 Being under 

a sense of transgression for a wholly fictitious offence. 1883 
Maine Zarly Law & Custom iv. 100 The growing popularity 
of Adoption, as a method of obtaining a fictitious son. 
’ Fictitiously (fiktifesli), adv. [f prec. + 
-LY2,] In a fictitious, imaginary, pretended or 
counterfeit manner ; falsely; by way of pretence or 
sham. ’ 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xx. 263 These pieces 
fictitiously set downe, and having no copy in Nature. 1 
BLACKSTONE Comm. Iv. 185 Not fictitiously..but from a real 
tenderness of shedding his brother's blood. ry Cassell’s 
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FICTITIOUSNKESS. 


Techn. Educ. 1. 58 If the ceiling is flat all ornament upon 
it..must not fictitiously represent relief, 

Fictitiousness (fikti-fasnés). [f. as prec. + 
-nEss.] The state or quality of being fictitious, 

1660 INGELO Bentiv. §& Ur. (1682) 11. 108 To free it [Truth] 
from all suspicion of Fictitiousness. 1751 JoHnson Rambler 
No. 125 P 3 Its [comedy’s] essence consists. .in the fictitious- 
ness of the transaction. 1852 V. Brit. Rev. Nov. 42 Not- 
withstanding the fictitiousness of the point of view. 

Fictive (fiktiv), a. [a. F. fictif, -ive, f. L. 
type */ictiv-us, f. fingére to fashion, I EIGN.] 

1. In active sense. +a. Given to feigning. Ods. 

e1491 Chast. Goddes Chyld. 28 In goddes sighte they ben 
very fyctifs feyners. 

b. Adapted to or concerned with the creation of 
fiction ; imaginatively creative. 

1865 Macm. Mag. Dec. 156 The personages whom by his 
fictive art he had called into being. 1889 J. M. Ropertson 
Ess, Crit. Method 122 Having a..great fictive faculty. 

ce. Adapted to fashion or form; moulding. rare. 

1875 L. Morris Food of Song vy, Yoo formless to inspire 
The fictive hand, 

2. In passive sense. a. Originating in fiction, 
created by the imagination, fictitious. Of a name: 
Assumed. 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb. vi. 93 Time ..to those things 
whose grounds were verie true, Though naked yet and bare 
.. gave fictive ornament. 1837 /raser’s Mag. XV. 636 It 
must be some list of a party.. or else the names are fictive. 
1860 Lp. Lyrron Lucile 1. tv. i. 60 What was there in such 
fictive woes To thrill a whole theatre? 

b. Of a counterfeit or fictitious character, not 
real, feigned, sham. 

1855 Tennyson Brook 93 Dabbling in the fount of fictive 
tears. 1878 GLApsTONE Prim. Homer 117 The fictive advice 
of Agamemnon to return home is taken in good earnest. 


+ Fictly, adv. Ods. [f. Fict a + -ty2.] 
Feignedly, insincerely. 

1677 T. Harvey tr. ¥. Owen's Epigr. 1.77 When in the 
Temple. .you pray, You two, not fictly, Abba, Father, say. 


+Fictor (fi'ktaz, -o1). Obs. [a. L. fictor, agent-n. » 


f. fingére to fashion.] One who frames or fashions ; 
esp. an artist or modeller in clay, etc. 

1665 Sir T. Hersert 7rav. (1677) 139 Not such Beasts as 
are in Nature, but rather as issue from the Poets or Fictors 
brains. 1677 Gate Crt. Gentiles II. 1v. 420 The whole of 
the New Creature .. is to be ascribed to Christ .. as the 
Creator, Fictor and Effector thereof. [1824 Exmes Dict. 
Fine Arts, Fictor, in ancient art an artist who models or 
forms statues and reliefs in clay. (Hence in mod, Dicts.).] 

+ Ficto'se, a. Ols.—° [f. L. fictus, pa. pple. 
of fingére to FEIGN +-0SE.] Feigned, counterfeit, 

1727 in Batey vol. II, 

+Ficture. Obs. rare. [ad, L. fictira, f. 
jirgere to Frien.] <A feigning. 

727 30 Battey vol. II, 

+ Ficulnean, a. Ods.—! [f. L. ficelne-us.] Of 
fig-tree wood, i.e. worthless (see Horace Sav. I. viii.1). 

1716 M. Davies Athen, Brit. 11. 278 So also are the few 
Ficulnean Arguments and Infrunite Pamphlets of the 
Nestorian Arianism... wholly outshun and outdone, 

Ficus (foikds). Path, [a L. freus fig, fig- 
tree.] See quots. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. (MS. A) 287 Ficus is a maner 
wexynge bat arisib upon a mannes 3erde tofore. 1494 
Fasyan Chron, clxxi. 165 At Goddes ordynaunce he had 
that euyll called fycus, 1860 Mayne Expos. Lex., Ficus, 
Pathol. Surg., name given to a fleshy substance or kind of 
Condyloma resembling a fig. 

Fid (fid), sb. Chiefly aut, Also 8-9 fidd. 
[Of unknown origin ; it is doubtful whether all the 
senses belong to the same word. ] 

1. A conical pin of hard wood, from 9 to 3¢ in, 


long, used to open the strands of a rope in splicing. 

1615 E. S. Britain's Buss in Arb. Garner ILI. 629 Fids or 
Hammers. a1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts 11. (1704) 
342/t Fids and Marling Spikes. 1769 Fatconer Dict, 
Marine (1789), Epissoir..a.. splicing fid. 1779-80 Cook 
Voy. 11. 39 Shaped somewhat like a large fid or sugar-loaf. 

2. A square bar of wood or iron, with a shoulder 
at one end, used to support the weight of the top- 


mast and also the topgallant mast. 

1644 Manwayrinc Seaman's Dict. s.v., The pin in the 
heele of the top-mast which beares it upon the ches-trees, is 
afidd. 1794 Rigging §& Seamanship I. 29 Fids are made 
square, 1824 Ann. Reg. 271* An improved fidd for the 
upper masts of ships. 1867 in SmMyru Sailor's Word-bk. 

3. A plug of oakum for the vent of a gun, 

1626 Capt. Smitu Accid. Yung. Seamen 31 Their fids and 
leads to keepe dry the touch hole, 1721-1800 in Baitey. 
1867 in SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk. 

4. ? transf. A plug or quid of tobacco. 

1793 GrosE Dict, Vulg. Tongue, Fid of Tobacco. 1860 in 
Bartiett Dict, Amer. 1867 in SMytH Sailor's Word-bk, 

5. dial, A small but thick piece of anything. 

1838 in Hottoway Provincialisms, 1851 Newtanp The 
Erne 71 It [a trout] was already cut into fids of five or six 
inches in length. 1883 Haspsh. Gloss., Vid, sb. a piece. 
Ex, ‘A fid of cheese’. 

6. dial, See quot. [Perh. a different word ; cf. 
Fab, Fawb, FEALD in same sense. ] 

1863 Morton Cycl. Agric. (E. D, S.), Hid (Kent), a 
thatcher’s handful of straw. 

7. ‘A wooden or metal bar or pin, used to 
support or steady anything’ (Webster). 

185r J. S, Sprincer in Harfer’s Mag. III. 519 After 
having knocked out the ‘fid’, which united the chain that 
bound the load, the log rolled suddenly upon him. 1857 
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Corqunoun Oarsmtan's Guide 31 A fid is a wedge passed 
through a hole to secure anything. 

8. attrib., as fid-hammer, -hole. 

1644 Manwayrinc Seaman's Dict., Fidd-hammerisa Fidd 
made sharpe at one end, to splise a roape, anda Hammer at 
the other end. 1721-1800 Battery, idd-hammer. 1789 
Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts V11.217 A top-mast inverted : 
the fid-hole to ship the tiller in. 1869 Sir E. J. Reep SAip- 
build. xvi. 315 Thus steel yards have snapped in the truss, 
topmasts in the fid-hole. 

Fid (fid), v. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vans. To fix (a top- 
mast, etc.) with a fid. 

1729 Carr. W. Wrictrswortu A/S. Log-bk. of the * Lyell’ 
31 Sept., Rigg’d the maintopmast and fidded it. c1860 H. 
Stuart Seaman's Catech. 18 Top tackle pendants, and falls 
.-are used for Fidding or housing the mast. 

|| Fidalgo (fidze'lgo). Also 8 phidalgo. [Pg. 

fidalgo nobleman, contraction for filho de algo (ods.) 
son of something. Cf. Hmauco,] A Portuguese 


noble. Also (see quot. 1705). 

1638 Sir T. Herserr 7yav. 117 Whether the behaviour of 
the Fidalgo displeased our Sea men, or that they understood 
them not..I know not. 1705 BosMAN Guinea xix. 361 The 
Vice-roys, here called Phidalgoes or Goyernadors, which 
compose the first State of the Kingdom, 1829 SoutnEy S7~ 
T. More \1. 236 Our young fidalgos resemble this Caval- 
liero as little as they do the Circassian gentry. 

+ Fidder, sb. Ods. =Fip sd. 1, 

1644 Manwayrinc Seaman's Dict. s.v. Hidd, But when we 
splise cabells we use fidders of wood, 1678 in Puituirs s.v. /id. 


+ Fidder, v. Obs. 


1611 Cotcr., Hrenouiller, to fidder, to rake, to pudder in. 

Fidder, obs. Sc. var. of ForHEr sd. 

Fiddle (fi'd’l), sd. Forms: 3-4 fi8-, fip-, 
fithel(e, (4 fithul, south. vipele), 4-5 fythel(e, 
(5 fythal, -il, -ylle), 4-6 fidel(e, (5 fed-, fidylle, 
6 fiddel), 5-6 fydel, (5 -ill, -yll, 6 -delle, -dylle), 
6- fiddle. [ME. fiJele, OL. *7idele wk. fem. (im- 
plied in deriy. fdelere) =MDu. vedel(e (Du. vedel, 
veel), OHG. fidula (MHG. videle, Ger. fiedel), 
ON. fipla (Da. jidde!). 


The ultimate origin is obscure. The Teut. word bears a 
singular resemblance in sound to its med.L. synonym vztuda, 
zwidula, whence OF, viole, Pr. vinda, and (by adoption from 
these langs.) It., Sp., Pg. viola: see Viot. The supposition 
that the early Rom. wzduda was adopted independently in 
more than one Teut. lang. would account adequately for all 
the Teut. forms;-on the other hand, */zA2d6x- may be an 
OTeut. word of native etymology, though no satisfactory 
‘Teut. derivation has been found.] f 

1. A stringed instrument of music; usually, the 
violin, but also (with defining word as in dass 

fiddle) applied to other instruments of the viol kind. 
Now only in familiar or contemptuous use. 

c1z05 Lay. 7oo2 Of harpe & of salteriun of fidele & of 
coriun. 1377 Lanci. P. Pl. B. 1x. 102 Wolde neuere pe 
faithful fader his fithel were ontempred. c1450 HoLLanp 
Howlat 761 The lilt pype, and the lute, the fydill in fist. 
1535 COVERDALE 1 Sam. xviii. 6 With tymbrels, with 
myrth, and with fyddels. 1589 Pape w. Hatchet E iij b, 
I must tune my fiddle, and fetch some more rozen. 
@1680 Butter Rew. (1759) I. 158 Till all you built appear’d 
Like that, Amphion with his Fiddle rear’d. 1740 SoMER- 
vILLE Hobbinolt. 323 Shrill Fiddles squeak Hoarse Bag-pipes 
roar. 1855 THACKERAY Vewcomes 1.22 Engaged in London 
in giving private lessons on the fiddle. 1870 H. Smarr 
Race for Wife i, The dear old country fiddles are playing 
. dance-music. 

b. In colloquial phrases: As fit as a fiddle: in 
good ‘form’ or condition. Zo hang up one’s 
fiddle; to retire from business, give up an under- 
taking. Zo hang up one's fiddle when one comes 
home: said of persons who are entertaining abroad 
but not in their family circle. Zo play first (or 
second) fiddle: to take a leading (or subordinate) 
position. Zo have one’s face made of a fiddle: 
to be irresistibly charming. Zo have a face as 
long as a fiddle: to look dismal. 

1762 Smottett Six L. Greaves (1780) I. viii. 84 Your 
honour’s face is made of a fiddle; every one that looks on 
you loves you. 1778 Learning at Loss Il. 79 Our Friends 
.-returned, with Jack Solecism the first Fiddle as usual. 
1816 Scotr Old Mort. xxxvii, How could I help it? His 
face was made of a.fiddle. 1822 O’Mrara Nafoleon ix 
Exile 1, 227 He was of opinion that Prussia should never 
play the first fiddle in the affairs of the Continent. 1862 
H. Kincsitey Ravenshoe I11. ix. 140 It was evident that 
. he had been playing..second fiddle. 1882 Miss Brappon 
Mt. Royal Ill. xi. 253 ‘Is Salathiel pretty fresh?’ asked 
the Baron, ‘Fit as a fiddle’, 1889 D. Hannay Café. 
Marryat ix, He did not entirely hang his fiddle up when 
he came home. 1889 H. O'REILLY 50 Years on Trail 11, 
I arrived at my destination feeling as fit as a fiddle, 


2. Applied to the player. 


a. =Fippier. Zhe fiddles; the band of fiddlers. 
1676 Marvett Mr. Smirke 71 Envy began to dance 
among the Bishops first, the good Constantine brought them 
the Fiddles. 1773 Brypone Sicz/y i. (1809) 7 Barbella, the 
sweetest fiddle in Italy, leads our little band, 
b. transf. One to whose music others dance; 


hence, a mirth-maker, jester. 

1600 Breton Pasguil's Madcappe 64 Wks. (Grosart) 9 He 
may be but a foole, and she a fiddle. 1693 Locke Thoughts 
conc. Educ, § 165. 208 You would not have your Son the 
Fiddle to every jovial Company. 1728 Pope Dunc. 1. 224 
At once the Bear and Fiddle of the town, 1739 Cinper AZo/. 
(1756) I. 13 His easy humour, whenever he is called to it 
[company], can still make himself the fiddle of it. 1837 
Marryat Dog-fiend vy, He was..the fiddle of the ship’s 
company. 











FIDDLE. 


3. Something resembling a fiddle in shape or 
appearance: a. AVaut. (See quot. 1867) ; b. Agric. 
(See quot.1874) ; ¢. Gunmaking. (See quot. 1881). 

1865 Daily Tel. 2x Aug. 5/2 A heavy sea, which .. caused 
the production of ‘fiddles’ on the saloon tables at lunch time, 
1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fiddle, a contrivance to 
prevent things from rolling off the table in bad weather. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Fiddle..a wooden bar about 11 
feet long, attached by ropes at its ends to the traces of 
a horse, and used to drag loose straw or hay on the ground, 
{etc.]. 188x GreENeR Guz 248 The value of a stock is 
greatly enhanced by a species of cross pattern, or ‘ fiddle’. 

4. In various slang uses: a. (See quot. 1700). 
b. Awatchman’srattle. ¢. Scotch (+ Welsh) fiddle, 
the itch. d. Stock-exchange; the sixteenth part of 


a pound. e. A sixpence (Farmer). 

a. arjoo B, E, Dict. Cant, Crew, Fiddle, a Writ to 
Arrest. 1785 in Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue. 

b. 1823 W. T. MoncrierF Tom § Yerry u. ii, Log. There’s 
the Charlies’ fiddles going, ev-y. Charlies’ fiddles?—I’m 
not fly, Doctor. Log. Rattles, Jerry, rattles ! 

ce. arzoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Welsh-fiddile, the Itch. 
1826 J. Ranpotpu Let. 20 Feb. in Life F. Quincy 421, 
I have not catched the literary ‘ Scotch fiddle’. 

d. 1825 C. M. Westmacotr Eng. Spy I1. 138 To do busi- 
ness with me at a fiddle. 1887 Arkin louse Scraps 15 Done 
at a fiddle. pnt: 2 

5. Used interjectionally = FinpLestick. 

1698 ConGREVE Love for L. v. vi, Fore. Hussy, you shall 
havea Rod. J7/zss, A Fiddle of a Rod, I'll have a Husband. 

6. The action of fiddling, or fig. of fussy trifling. 

1874 Bracke Sed/-Cult. 89 The eternal whirl and fiddle of 
life, so characteristic of our. .neighbours across the Channel. 

7. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as frddle- 
lore, -make. b, objective, as fiddle-fabricant, 
fancier, -holder, -lover, -maker; fuldle-making 
vbl. sb. ; fiddle-scraping adj. 

1836 Dusourc Vzolix ix. (1878) 271 The noted Tyrolese 
*fiddle-fabricants. /did. ix. 269 An ingenious *fiddle-fancier, 
1848 J. Bisuop tr. Otto's Violin App. v. (1875) 85 L. Spohr 
invented what he called a *fiddle-holder, 1885 Padl/ Mall 
G. 9 June 1/2 Now is the time for all *fiddle lovers to go and 
rub up their *fiddle lore. 1864 Sanpys & Foster Hist, 
Violin ix. 125 A large instrument of the *fiddle make. 
ax680 Butter Rem. (1759) II. 181 A good *Fiddle-Maker. 
1885 Pall Mall G. 9 June 2/1 The great emperor of all 
fiddle-makers, Antonius Stradivarius. 1884 E. Hrron-ALLEN 
Violin-making u. vi. 129 The wood used in *fiddle-making 
should be thoroughly dry. 1879 Besant & Rice ’7'was 7 
Trafalgar's Bay ii. (1891) 21 She came to comparing her son 
—the *fiddle-scraping son—with his late father. 

8. Special comb.: fiddle-back, a back (of a 
chair) shaped like a fiddle, also att77d. in fddle-back 
wood, a name given to yarious ornamental woods 
used for the covers of books; fiddle-block Wau, 
(see quot. 1858); +fiddle-brained a., foolish, 
frivolous ; fiddle-dock (see quot. 1823) ; fiddle- 
faced a., pulling a long face, unhappy looking; 
fiddle-fish, (a) a name given to the Angel-fish or 
Monk-fish ; (0) (see quot. 1867) ; fiddle-flanked a., 
having hollow flanks like a fiddle ; fiddle-grass 
(see quot.) ; fiddle-lipped a., of a flower, having 
a lip shaped like a fiddle; fiddle-pattern, the 
pattern of ‘fiddle-headed’ spoons and forks ; 
fiddle - patterned a. = FIDDLE - HEADED b.; 
fiddle-shaped a. Bot. (see quot. 1866; rendering 
mod.L. panduriformis); fiddlewood, (a) the 
Citharexylon ; (6) (see quot. 1878-86). 

1890 Long. Mag. Jan. 312 A tall, old Chippendale arm- 
chair, with a quaintly-carved *‘ fiddle’-back, 1858 SimMoNDS 
Dict. Trade, *Fiddle-block, a block with two sheaves, one 
over the other; the lower one smaller than the other. 1882 
Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 44 The lower end [is] spliced 
round the fiddle block. 1823 Crabs Technol. Dict., *Fiddle- 
dock (Bot.), the Rusmex pulcher of Linneus. ¢c1785 Fohn 
Thompson's Man (1829) 17 * Fiddle faced, wagtailed fellows. 
1885 W. Wesratt Larry Lohengrin I. v, White-chokered, 
strait-laced and fiddle-faced. 1748 Anson's Voy. 11. xii. 266 
‘The Torpedo, or numbing fish, which is in shape very like 
the *fiddle-fish. 1859 Add Year Round No. 19. 451 The 
fiddle-fish (shaped like the butt of a fiddle). 1867 SmyTu 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fiddle-fish, a name of the king-crab 
(Limulus polyphemus). ¢1785 Yohn Thompson's Man 15 
Foul-breeked, rep-shanked, *fiddle-flanked. 1878-86 BritTEN 
& Hoitanp Plant-n., *Fiddle Grass, Lpilobium hirsutune 
L. 1829 Lounon Lucyct. Plants 4, Zingiber panduratum, 
*fiddle-lipped. 1842 Barua /ugol. Leg., Misadv. Margate, 
I could not see my table-spoons. .The little *fiddle-pattern'd 
ones I use, 1819 Rees Cyc/. XIV. 5. v., *iddle-shaped leaf 
..is oblong, broad at the two extremities and contracted in 
the middle, like a fiddle or some sort of guitar, 1866 77eas. 
Bot., Kiddle-shaped, obovate, with one or two recesses or 
indentations on each side. 1713 J. Periverin PAzd. Zrans, 
XXVIII. 216 Barbadoes *Fiddle- wood, Citharexylum 
Americanum. 1756 P. Browne Jamaica 265 Black-heart 
Fiddlewood. 1878-86 Britten & HoLLanp Plant-n., Fiddle- 
wood, Scrophularia aquatica. 

Fiddle (fid’l), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

l. zxtr. To play the fiddle or violin; now only 


in familiar or contemptuous use. Also fig. 

1377 Lanot. P. Pl. B. xii. 231 For I can noither tabre ne 
trompe .. ne fythelen at festes, ne harpen. c1440 Promp. 
Parv. 159/2 Fydelin, or fyielyn, witudor. 1530 Patscr. 
549/r Can you fyddell and playe upon a tabouret to? 16a8 
Forp Lover's Mel. y.i, What dost think I am, that thou 
shouldst fiddle So much upon my patience? @1661 FULLER 
Worthies (1662) 120 This man [John Smith] could not fidle, 
could not Tune himself to be pleasant and plausible to all 
Companies. 1742 Pore Dunc, 1v. 598 Others. .'Teach Kings 
to fiddle, and make Senates dance. 1836 W. IrvinG 
Astoria I, 216 They feast, they fiddle, they drink, they sing. 


FIDDLE-BOW. 


b. quasi-¢rans. with cognate obj. In quot. fig. 

1377 Lanci. P. P2. B, x11. 447 A lered man, to lere pe 
what oure lorde suffred,. And fithel be without flaterynge of 
gode friday be storye. 1870 The Universe 21 May, We had 
used to say they were ignorant, but now when we see a.. 
monk-taught boy we fiddle another tune. 

ce. trans. with adverbs (nonce-uses). 

1532 More Confut. Barnes vit. Wks. 739/2 All maner of 
people be he pope or pedeler..monke or myller, frere or 
fideler, or anye of the remenaunt that thys fonde frere 
fiddeleth forth here by letters. 1593 NasHE Ch7is?’s 7. 39 b, 
Blowne vp honour, honour by antick fawning fidled yp. 1649 
G. Daniet 7yinarch. To Rdr, 163 Let Nero fiddle out 
Rome's Obsequies. 1864 /raser’s MZag. Apr. 403 That im- 
pulsive band which proposed to fiddle down the walls of our 
Social Jericho. 

2. techn. (See quot.) 

1883 Git in Excycl. Brit. (ed. 9) XVI. 244 s. v. Micro- 
meter, Each movable web must pass the other without 
coming in contact with it or the fixed wire and without 
rubbing on any part of the brass-work. Should either fault 
occur techuically called ‘ fiddling’) it is fatal to accurate 
measurement. 

3. To make aimless or frivolous movements ; 
esp. to play, toy about, at, on, over, with (a thing, 
rarely, a person); to act idly or frivolously. Also 
to fiddle about. 


1530 Parser. 549/1 Loke you fydell nat with your handes 
whan your maister speketh to you. 1604 T.Wricut Passions 
Iv. ii. § 3. 133 Some men you haue alwaies fidling about 
their garments. 1663 Perrys Diary 13 July, The ladies.. 
talking, and fiddling with their hats and feathers. 1705 
W. Kine Art of Love xii. 13 Her fingers or her tongue would 
fiddle. 1738 Swirt Polite Convers. ii, He took a pipe in his 
hand, and fiddled with it till he broke it. 1741 BeTrerton 
Eng. Stage v. 64 Some are perpetually fidling about their 
Cloaths. 1761 Mrs. SuHeripan Sidney Bidulph (1767) IV. 
134, I had pretended to be fiddling at it all the time we were 
at tea. 1855 Browninc Pra Liffo Lippi 13 You'll take 
Your hand away that’s fiddling on my throat, 1883 H. 
Smart Hard Lines 1. iii, They've had him fiddling about so 
long in the school, he’s most likely forgot how to gallop. 
1884 Sat. Rev. 12 July 40/1 A Ministry fiddling with 
Franchise Bills. 

b. slang. (See quot.) 

1851 MayvHew Lond. Labour I. 199/1 A lad that had been 
eu fiddling (holding horses or picking up money any- 

ow). 

e. trans. Zo fiddle away: to fritter away. 

1667 H. More Div. Dial, u. xiv. (1713) 132 [They] fiddle 
away their time as idlely as those that pill Straws. 1861 
Beresr. Hore Eng. Cathedr. 19th C, vi. 221 The common- 
place way of treating it is that of simply fiddling it away. 

4. a. trans. To cheat, swindle. Now only 
slang. Also with into, out of. wb. intr. (see quot. 
1850). 

1604 Dekker Honest Wh. Wks. 1873 II. 170 There was 
one more that fiddled my fine Pedlers. 1703 De For 
Villainy of Stockjobbers Misc, 268 There People can.. 
_ Fiddle them out of their Money. 1738 Cuesterr. Common 
Sense 14 Oct., Somebody else would have been fiddled into 
it again. 1850 Lloya’s Weekly 3 Feb. (Farmer), I understand 
fiddling—that means, buying a thing for a mere trifle and 
selling it for double or for more. 1851 Maynew Lond. 
Labour 1. 424 The way the globe man does is to go among 
the old women and fiddle (humbug) them. 186x /éd. III. 
130 We are generally fiddled most tremendous. 

5. slang. To take liberties with (a woman). 

1632 Cuapman & Suirtey Bal? un, iii, Fiddling ladies, you 


molecatcher! 
Fi-ddle-bow. The stringed bow with which 


a fiddle is played; = FIDDLESTICK. 

1827 W. Hersee in Gentl. Mag. Dec. 484 Thine elbow 
instinctively moving to the fiddle-bow even after sleep had 
settled upon thy weary eyelids. 1831 Brewster Wat. 
Magic viii. (1833) 180 Drawing a rosined fiddle-bow across 
it. 1871 B. Taytor Faust (1875) I. ii. 4o The fiddle bow 
was playing. 

Fiddle-case. 

1. The case in which a fiddle is kept. Also 
attrib., fiddle-case boots : boots as big as a fiddle- 
case, 

1647 Warp Simp. Cobley 27 To spend their lives in making 
fidle-cases for futulous womens phansies. 1762 GoLpsm. Ci. 
W, xli, Heads..as empty as a fiddle-case. 1837 LocKuartT 
Scott (1839) VIII. 71 Half a dozen tall footmen each bearing 
a fiddle case. 1852 R. S. SurrEEs Sfonge's Sp. Tour \xvi. 
536 Tweed trousers thrust into fiddle-case boots, 

2. Z/. (See quot.). 

1878-86 Britten & Ho.tanp Plant-n., Fiddle-cases, 
Rhinanthus crista-galti. 

+ Fi'ddlecome, @. Ods. [short for next, used 
attrib.| Nonsensical, silly, trumpery. 

1697 VANBRUGH (elapse Iv. i. 103 A fiddlecome tale of a 
draggle-tailed girl. 1777 Sueripan Trip Scarb. 1v. i, Do 
you think such a fine proper gentleman .. cares for a fiddle- 
come tale of a child? 

+ Fiddle-come-faddle. Ods. rave. [Altered 
form of FIDDLE-FADDLE, with come for Cum. 

1663 CowLry Cutter of Coleman St. 11. viii, They have 
their Simpathies and Fiddle-come-faddles in their Brain. 

Fiddlededee (fi:d’ldidz). ct. and sd, [f. 
Fippie sd. or v., used in a contemptuous sense 
with a nonsensical appendage.] 

A. int. Nonsense ! 

@ 1784 Jounson in Boswell’s Life (1848) Appdx. 837/1 Allhe 
[Johnson] said was, ‘ Fiddle-de-dee, my dear’. 1825 J. NEAL 
Bro. Yonathan I. 182 Fiddle-de-dee then; I'll venter it! 
1865 Trotitore Belton Est. xxix. 352 ‘He is a man very 
estimable’. .‘ Fiddle-de-dee. He is an ape,—a monkey,’ 

B. sd. Nonsense, absurdity. 

Mod. That is all fiddle-de-dee, 
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Fiddle-faddle (fi:d'l)feed'l), sd., a and int. 
[This and the vb. are reduplications of FIDDLE or 
FappiE; cf. Ger. fickfack, and contemptuous forma- 
tions like fzm-flam, skimble-skamble, etc. | 

A. 56. 

1. Trifling talk or action; in Z/. trivial matters, 
trifling occupations or objects of attention, 

1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades 103 This more then neding 
fiddle faddle smacks somwhat of ambition. 1592 G. Harvey 
Pierce's Super, Wks. 1884 11. 98 Away with these paultringe 
fidle-fadles. 1684 tr. Agrippa’s Van. Arts xxx, 86 The 
Fiddle-faddles and ‘Trifles of Mathematicians. 21734 Nortu 
Exam. v. § 141 (1740) 403 Come leave your Fiddlefaddles 
of Presumptions. ¢1760 in Macaulay Ess. Pitt (1854) 308/2 
No more they make a fiddle-faddle About a Hessian horse 
or saddle, 1827 Scorr Fru/. 8 July, The fiddle-faddle of 
arranging all the things was troublesome. 1849 Darwin 
Life & Lett. (1887) 1. 377 Describing species of birds and 
shells, &c., is all fiddle-faddle, 1861 T. L. Peacock GrylZ 
Gr. 103 Where you just look on fiddlefaddles while your 
dinner is behind a screen. 1887 Jessope Avcady iv. 134 
Collecting cards. .and all the petty fiddlefaddle that is grow- 
ng so stale. 

. An idler, trifler ; a gossip, chatterbox. 

1602 Breton Wlerry Wonders, Maid Marian in a Morrice- 
daunce, would put her down for a Fiddle-faddle. 1756 
Mrs. Detany Let, to Mrs. Dewes, Mrs. Montagu, Mrs. 
Gosling, and two or three fiddle faddles. 1824 Westm. 
Rev. 1. 337 Your true fiddle-faddle Somebody, who would 
be in high repute among his fellows. 1888 Bevksh. Gloss. 
s.v., A ‘viddle vaddle or viddle vaddler’. 

B. adj. Trifling, petty, fussy: said of persons 
as well as of things. 

1617 Cotiins Def. BP. Ely 2908 A great deale more of such 
fiddle-faddle stuffe. 1727 Dr For Protest. Monast. 16 In any 
other fiddle faddle part of Life. 1712 ArsuTuHnot Yohn 
Bull in Arb. Garner (1883) V1. 603 ‘They [liverymen] said, 
‘She was a troublesome fiddle faddle old woman!’ 1834 
BeckForp /faly II. 164 So fiddle-faddle and so coquettish. 
1855 THackeray Vewcomes II. 69 The fiddle-faddle eti- 
quette of the Court. 

C. zzt. Nonsense! Bosh! ; 

1671 SHADWELL //umorists v, Fiddle faddle on your 
Travelling and University. 1705 VANBRUGH Covfed. UL. i, 
Fiddle, faddle; han’t I wit enough already? 1779 Map. 
D’Arsiay Diary 11 Jan., Dr. Fohnson: Pho! fiddle- 
faddle; do you suppose your book is so much talked of and 
not yourself? 1876 F. E. Trotiore Charming Fellow III. 
xv. 191 Oh, fiddle-faddle, my lord ! 

Fiddle-faddle (fi'd’lfeed’l), v. [See the sb.] 
intr. To be busy about petty trifles; to fuss, 
‘mess about’. 

1633 Forp Broken H, 1. iii, Ye may as easily Outrun a 
cloud driven by the northern blast As fiddle faddle so. 1776 
Mrs, Devany Le#z. Ser. u. I]. 202 Had you been bred up 
only to fiddle faddle, you would have fiddle faddled all your 
life. 1870 Miss Broucuton Red as Rose I. 226 She has.. 
fiddle-faddled about the garden, picking off half-a-dozen 
dead roses. 

Hence Fiddle-faddling v2/, sb. and ppl. a. * Also 
Fiddle-faddler. 

1834 T. Mepwin Angler Wales I. Pref. ix, But lest I should 
chance to be considered here one of the tribe of that fiddle- 
fadling, dull old prosing pedant. 1846 Worcester (citing 
Qu. Rev.), Fiddle-faddler, a foolish trifler. 18530 CLouGH 
Poens and Pr. Rem, (1869) I. 168 Whatsoever your hand 
findeth to do, do it without fiddle-faddling. 186x Miss 
Brappon Lady Lisle (1885) 36, I don’t want him to be 
afiddle-faddling girl. 1882 Socze¢y 14 Oct. 11/2 The mistaken 
notion..that detail is a substitute for spirit and fiddle- 
faddling for acting. 


Fi-ddle-head. [f. Frppie sd. + Heap.] 

1. Maut. The ormamental carving at the bows of 
a vessel, the termination of which is a scroll turn- 
ing aft or inward like the head of a violin. 

1799 Naval Chron. 1. App. State of Navy, Neptune, The 
fiddle-head..had..a bad effect. 1833 Marryar P. Szmple 
xli, I hope Captain O’Brien will take off her fiddle-head, 
and get one carved, 

2. A local name for a young fern frond. 

1882 J. Harpy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club 1X. 563 Young 
fern fronds—‘ fiddle-heads’, as they are named—are greedily 
devoured as substitutes for green vegetables. 

3. A head as empty as a fiddle. 

1887 W. F. Anstey in Macm. Mag. Feb. 262/2 He hasn't 
two ideas in his great fiddle-head. 

Fi-ddle-hea:ded, @. [f. prec. + -ED?.] a. 
Naut. Having a fiddle-head. b. Ofa fork, spoon: 
Having the handle made after the pattern of a 
fiddle. ec, Empty-headed. d. (see quot. 1883). 

1840 Hoop Kzlmansegg, First Step iti, In short a kind Of 
fork —that is fiddle-headed. 1851 H. Metvitte Whale viii. 
43 A projecting piece of scroll work fashioned after a ship’s 
fiddle-headed beak. 1854 Wuyte MELVILLE Gen. Bounce v. 
(1855) 104 ‘ You’ve broke it, you fiddle-headed brute!’ 1883 
G. Stas.es Our Friend the Dog vii. 60 Piddle-headed, along, 
gaunt, wolfish head, like what one sees in some Mastiffs. 

Fi'ddlement. once-wd. [f. FIDDLE v, + 
-MENT.] ‘The action of fiddling, an instance of this. 

1859 Sata Tw. round Clock (1861) 157 An egregious fiddler 
. -used to attract large crowds in the street beneath listening 
to his complicated fiddlements. 

Fiddler (ficdlor, fid’ljo1). [OE. jiwelere, f. 
*fdelian to fiddle, f. *7ide/e FIDDLE sb, Cf, ON. 
Jivolart.| One who fiddles. 

1. One who plays on the fiddle; esf. one who 
does so for hire. Liddler's fare, money, pay, 
wages; see quots. 1597, 1608, @ 1700, 1785. 

az100 Ags. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 311 Fidicen, fidelere, 
61330 Arth, § Merl. 6568 Ther were trumpes and fithelers, 





FIDDLE-STRING. 


1463 Mann. §& Housch. Exp. 230 Goyyn to a fedelere, the 
sayd day at nyte, iiij.d. 1532 Morr Confut. Barnes vu. 
Wks. 735/1 He .. fareth as he wer from a frere waxen a 
fideler. 1597 1s¢ Pt. Return fr. Parnass. 1. i. 380 He..gave 
me fidler’s wages, and dismiste mee. 1608 Marxnam Dasnd 
Knight 11, Let the world know you haue had more than 
fidlers fare, for you haue meat, money, and cloth. 1644 
Mitton Aveop. (Arb.) 50 The gammuth of every municipal 
fidler. a1zoo B. EB. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fidlers-pay, Thanks 
and Wine. 1721 BoLincBRoKE in Swi¢z/?’s Lett. (1766) I1. 20 
As fiddlers flourish carelessly, before they play a fine air. 
1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue, Hidler’s money, all six- 
pences. 1807-8 W. IrvinG Sadmag. (1824) 350 The fiddler 
puts the whole assembly in motion. 1886 Hatt Caine Sox 
of Hagar u. xvi, The fiddler’s function was at an end for 
the present. 

b. Liddler’s Green (Naut.): ‘a sailor’s elysium, 
in which wine, women, and song figure prominently’ 
(Farmer). 

1825 Sforting Mag. XVI. 404 My grannan..used to tell 
me that animals, when they departed this life, were destined 
to be fixed in Fadler's Green. 1836 W. H. Maxwe t Cat. 
Blake \. xv. note, It is.. believed that tailors and musicians 
after death are cantoned ina place called ‘ Fiddler's Green’, 
1837 Marryat Dog-fiend ix, We shape a course for Fiddler's 
Green. 1883 J. D. J. Kerry in Harper's Mag. Aug. 441/2 
The pilotless narrows which lead to Fiddler’s Green, where 
all good sailors go. 

2. A trifler. Obs. 

rsgt R. Ceci in Unton’s Corr. (Roxb.) 197 This discorse 
growes by many fidlers in your cause. 1735 Dycure & Parpon 
Dict., Fidler. .a trifling, foolish, or impertinent Person. 

3. slang. A sixpence. 

1885, Household Words 20 June 155/2 A more easily ex- 
plained name [for a sixpence] is a Fiddler..probably from 
the old custom of each couple at a dance paying the fiddler 


sixpence. 
4. a. See quots. 1750 and 1887. b. A local 


name for the Sandpiper (Z7zngoides hypoleucus). 
1750 G. Hucurs Barbadoes 82 Fiddlers. This fly .. much 
resembles a cockroach. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Brit, 
Birds 196 Fiddler (Hebrides), 1887 Kent Gloss., Fiddler, 
the angel or shark-ray. 
e. A small crab of the genus Gelastmus. Also 
fiddler-crab. 


1714 J. Lawson Carolina 162, Fidlars are a sort of 
small Crabs, that lie in Holes in the Marshes. 1867 W. B. 
Lorp Crab, Shrimp, & Lobster Lore 29 A ‘ Vidler-Crab’ 
(as it is sometimes called from the rapidity with which it 
works its elbows). 1883 S. L. Cremens [‘ Mark Twain’] 
Life on Mississippi x\viii. 429 The drainage-ditches were 
everywhere alive with little crabs—‘ fiddlers’, 


5. attrib. and Comb., as fiddler lad; fiddler-like 


adj. and adv. 

1824 Scott Redgauntlet Let. xii, ‘Deil’s in the fiddler lad’ 
was muttered from more quarters than one. 1628 VENNER 
Baths of Bathe (1650) 359 It is Fidler-like. 1660 HowrEtt 
Parly of Beasts 128 He was dismissed Fidler-like, with 
meat, drink, and money. 


+ Fiddlery. 00s. In 6 fidlery. [f. prec. + -y5.] 
The art or craft of a fiddler. 

1888 Fraunce Lawiers Log. 1. vi. 36 As though Humfrey 
Crowther were a whole integrall thing made and consisting 
of these two partes, goodnesse and fidlery. 

Fiddlestick (fi-d'lstik), sd. [f. Fippiu sd. + 
Stick sé.] 

1. The bow strung with horsehair with which the 
fiddle is played. Zhe devil rtdes on a fiddle-stick : 
=here’s a fine commotion. 

14.. Nom. MS. Reg. 17 in Wr.-Wiilcker 693 Hic arculus, 
fydylstyk. 1596 SHaxs. 1 Hen. JV, u. iv. 535 The Deuill 
rides vpon a Fiddle-sticke. 1653 Watton Azgler 106, I lent 
you indeed my Fiddle, but not my Fiddlestick. 1773 Jonn- 
son in Boswell 15 Apr., Give him a fiddle and a fiddle-stick, 
and he can do nothing. 1842 Aspy Water Cure (1843) 210, 
I might as well inquire whether the fiddle or the fiddle-stick 
makes the tune. ee 

2. humorously. Something insignificant or absurd, 
a mere nothing. Often substituted for another 
word in derisively repeating a remark. Also, 

Jfiddlestick’s end. Not to care a fiddlestick; to 


care not at all. 

i62x Frercuer Pilgrim 1. iv, Shot with a fiddlestick : 
who’s here to shoot ye? 17or Farquuar Sir 7. Wildair 
1v. ii, Golden pleasures ! golden fiddlesticks! 1796 Grose 
Dict. Vule. Tongue (ed. 3), Hiddlestick’'s End, Nothing, 
1807-8 W. Irvine Salmag. (1824) 140 We do not care a fiddle- 
stick .. for either public opinion or private ill-will. 1838 
Dickens Wich. Nick. viii, ‘We purify the boys’ bloods now 
and then.’ ‘ Purify fiddlesticks’ ends,’ said his lady. 1855 
Tuackeray Vewcomes x, She. .proposed to die of a broken 
heart. .A broken fiddlestick ! 1877 Black Green Past. xxvil. 
(1878) 214 ‘Beware the awful fiddlesticks !’ she flippantly 
answered, ; F 

8. Hence as zt, An exclamation equivalent to 


Nonsense! fiddle-de-dee! Often in Z/, Also, 


Jiddlestick’s end ! 

1600 Nasue Summer's Last Will Wks. (Grosart) VI. 130 
A fiddlesticke! ne’re tell me I am full of words. 1842 
Tuackeray Miss Tickletoby's Lect. vii, Do you suppose men 
so easily change their natures? Fiddlestick ! 1854 H. Ars- 
wortu Mitch of Bacon ii.17 ‘And she refused you,’ ‘ Fortu- 
nately she did, my dear.’ ‘Fiddlestick’s end! I dare say 
you preferred her.” 1857 Hucues Tome Browz ix. (1871) 186 
Fiddlesticks ! it’s nothing but the skin broken. 1883 STevEen- 
son Treasure Isl. 1. ii. (1886) 16 ‘ Wounded? A fiddle-stick’s 
end!’ said the doctor. 1887 Jessore A7cady vii. 219 Once 
a labourer always a labourer? Fiddlesticks ! 


Fi-ddle-string. [f. as prec.+Srring.] One 
of the strings on a fiddle, which by their vibration 


produce the sound. Also fig. 
1728 Younc Love Fame iii. (1757) 108 Fix’d is the fate of 


FIDDLEY. 


whores, and fiddle-strings! 1733 ArsuTHNot Air iii. § 20 
A Fiddle-string, moisten’d with Water will sink a Note in 
a little time. 1835 Mrs. CartyLe Ze?t. I. 43, I do but .. 
fret myself to fiddlestrings, 1884 E, Heron-ALLen Violin- 
making MU. xii. 210 The manufacture of fiddle strings. 

Fiddley (fi-d’lji). Naz. The iron framework 
round the deck opening that leads to the stoke- 
hole of a steamer; usually covered by a grating of 
iron bars; the space below this. 

1881 Standard 17 Nov. 2/3 The coverings of the fiddleys 
or openings to the stoke hole. 1885 RuNnciMAN Skippers & 
Sh. 1 A few men were crouching in the fiddley. 1893 
Westm. Gaz. 1 Feb. 4/2 They have had to sleep amidst the 
‘fiddlies’ around the engine boilers. 


Fiddling (fi-dlin), v/.sd.  [f. as prec. + -1nG1.] 
The action of the vb. FIDDLE in various senses. 


1. Playing the fiddle. 

¢1460 Eyare 390 Bothe harpe and fydyllyng. a@1680 
Butter Rem, (1759) 1. 7 Th’ Arcadians .. Whom nothing 
in the World cculd bring To civil Life, but fiddling. 1702 
Apoison Dial, Medals iii. Wks. 1721 I. 530 We see Nero’s 
fidling and Commodus’s skill in fencing on several of their 
Medals. 1879 Besant & Rice Tvafalg. Bay ii. (1891) 22 
There could be no fiddling that evening. ; 

2. Fussy trifling; petty adjustment or alteration. 

1622 Massincer Virg. Mart. iv. i, Hell on your fiddling ! 
1705 W. Kine Art of Love xii. 68 Some times your hair you 
upwards furl..All must through twenty fiddlings pass. 1762 
Songs Costunte (Percy Soc.) 240 "Tis so metamorphos’d by 
your fiddling and fangling, That I scarce know my own. 
1878 in V. Amer. Rev. CXXVI. 249, I am sick of this 
fiddling about. 

FPiddling (fi-dlin), AA/. a. [f. as prec. + -ING?.] 

1. That plays the fiddle. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia u. (1590) 217, I curse the fidling 
finders out of music. 1780 CowrEr Progr, Err. 111 A cas- 
socked huntsman and a fiddling priest. @1839 PraED Poems 
(1864) I. 290 He lighted by chance on a fiddling fellow. 

2. a. Of persons: Busy about trifles; addicted 
to futile and petty activity. b. Of things; Petty, 
trifling, unimportant ; contemptible, futile. 

a. 1660 S. Fisher Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 374 The 
Fruit of their fidliing Minds. 1673 WycuerLry Gentleman 
Dancing-Master u. ii, You grow so fiddling and so trouble- 
some there is no enduring you. 1748 RicHARDSoN Clarissa 
(1811) IL. i. 5 A sort of fiddling, busy, yet .. unbusy man. 

b. 1652 Sir E. Nicnoras in WV. Pagers (Camden) 301 
Putting himself into every fidling business. a@ 1672 Woop 
Life (1848) 70 For feare of making their meetings to be 
vaine and fidling. 1705 W. Kine A7rt of Love 62 The most 
fidling work of knitting. a1745 Swirt Direc. to Servants 
ii, Wes. (1778) Il. 358 Good cooks cannot abide what they 
..call fiddling work, where abundance of time is spent, and 
little done. 1886 J. R. Rees Pleas. of a Bk. Worm v. 
169 The quantity of fiddling, complaining criticism with 
which many of our. .critical journals abound. 

Fide (feid), v. vare—*. [f. L. fid-cve to Con- 
FIDE.] /vazs. To confide or entrust Zo. 

1863 Lp. Lytton Ring Amasis iv. 66 The..request that 
her infant daughter might be fided to the care of her friend. 

Fi-deal, a. rare—1.  [f. L. fide- (fides) + -au.] 
Pertaining to or based upon faith. 

1854 Notes Biogr. W. Law p. xxv, His far-seeing fideal 
realizations. 5 

+ Fideding, a. Obs. Sc. rare—'. [ad. L. fide 
dignus worthy of credit.] Trustworthy. In quot. 
el/ipt. a trustworthy person. 

1535 STEwarT Cron. Scot. III. 432 Schawin him be ane 
richt fideding, Ane man of gude. 

+ Fide-icide. Obs.—° [f. L. fidez, gen. of fides 
faith+-omE!.] ‘A faith-destroyer; a breaker of 
word or trust’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656-81). 

1676-1717 in Cotes, 

Fi-deist. xonce-wd. [f. L. fide- ( fides) + -187.] 
(See quot.) 

1881 Dublin Rev. Ser. 11. V. 250 Writers who have ex- 
aggerated the influence of faith..he [Ollé-Laprune] would 
call. .fideists. 

Fidei-commissum (foi:dz)si,kpmi'sim). Rom. 
Law. [a. L. fidet-commissum, neut. pa. pple. of 
Jidet-committére, f. fidez, dat. of fides faith + com- 
mitlére to entrust, Commitr.] A bequest which a 
person made by begging his heir or legatee to 
transfer something to a third person. 

1727-41 in CHAMBERS Cycl, 1767 BLACKSTONE Comm, II. 
ll. xx. 327 The fidei-commissum..was the disposal of an in- 
heritance to one, in confidence that he should convey it or 
dispose of the profits at the will of another. 

So Fi:dei-commi'ssary [ad. L. fidec commis- 
sarvius: s.e -ARY], of, belonging to, or of the 
nature of a fidei-commissum, Fidei-commi's- 
sarily adv. [+-Ly?], in a fidei-commissary or 
precatory manner; through a fidei-commissum. 
Fi:dei-commi'‘ssion, the action involyed in a 
fidei-commissum; an instance of this. Fi:dei- 
commi'ssioner [+-ER1], one who receives a 
fidei-commissum. Fi:dei-commi'ssor, ‘he that 
commits a thing to be disposed of by another’ 
(Blount Glossagr. 1656-81). 

1751 CHamBers Cycl. s.v. Fidet-Commissum, A prxtor 
was erected, whose business was restrained to the single 
matter of fidei-commissions. /did., The fidei-commissioner 
refused to accept the trust. 1880 Muirneap Udpian xxv. 
§ 3 A fideicommissary gift may be left even by a mere nod. 
1880 — Gaius 11. § 247 Fideicommissary inheritances. did. 
§ 260 Competent for a testator to bequeath single things by 
fideicommissary gift. did. § 289 He cannot be appointed 
fideicommissarily, 1880 — U/fian ii. § 8 He to whom free- 





190 


dom is given fideicommissarily is a freedman not of the 
testator’s but of the manumitter’s. gem 

Fidejussion (foidz,dzv-fan). [ad. L. fdejussion- 
em, n. of action f. fide-jubére: see next.| A giving 
or being surety or bail; suretyship. 

1657 FARINGDON 30 Sev. 1. 15 If he will be a surety, such 
is the nature of fidejussion and suretiship, he must. 

Hence Fideju‘ssionary a. 

1880 MuirHeap Gains tv. § 137 [He] gave his fidejussionary 
undertaking for Lucius Titius for something indefinite. 

Fidejussor (foidz)dgz'soz, -o1). Civil Law. [a. 
L. fidejussor, agent-n. f. fide-subere, f. fidé, abl. of 
Jides faith + jubéere to order.] One who authorizes 
the bail of or goes bail for another ; a surety. 

1539 Sc. Acts Fas. V (1814) II. 354 Certane vtheris his 
collegis caucioneris & fide Jussoris. 1647 Jer. Taytor L/d. 
Proph. xviii, 239 If he would have appointed Godfathers . . 
to be fidejussors for them [Children]. 1768 BLacksToNE 
Comm, IiI. 108 They. .take recognizances. .of certain fide- 
jussors in the nature of bail. 1880 MuirHEAD Gazus 11. § 115, 

Fidejussory (feid?dgzsari), a. [ad. L. fide- 
Jussort-us, {, fidejussor: see prec.] Of or pertain- 
ing to surety or bail. 

1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 325 Relief against the 
debtor is implied in fidejussory obligations. 1774 Br. 
Hauutrax Anal. Rom. Law (1795) 18 Any one that offered 
the Fidejussory Caution. 

Fiidel(e, obs. form of FippiE. 

+ Fide'le, a. Os. Also 6 fydell, 7 fidell. 
[a. F. fidele, ad. L. fidél-zs, f. fides faith.] Faith- 
ful, sincere, true. 

1539 Hen. VIII To Sir 7. Wyatt 10 Mar. (R.), They were 
true and fidele unto us. 1545 Raynotp Byrth Mankynde 
R iv, He is one of the moost fydell & faithfullest Apothe- 
caries in London. 1671 True Nonconf. 133 Our Lord.. 
hath in his fidell discharge .. fully defined the former. 1677 
Gace Crt. Gentiles 11. Pref., An humble fidele mind. 

+Fide‘lious, a. Ods. [f. L. fidéli-s+-ous.] 
Faithful. : 

1650 S. SHEPPARD Candido 14, 1.. have found thee cordially 
fidelious. 1655 Mlarrow of Complements 114 Your fidelious 
servitour, 1656 S. HoLLanp Zara (1719) 16 ‘The Champion 
and his fidelious.Land-loper Soto. 

Fidelity (fideliti), 2. Forms: 5-6 fydelite, 
-itie, -itye, -yte, -ytie, 6-7 fidelitie, (6 fidelite), 
6- fidelity. [a. F. fidéhté, ad. L. fidelitat-em, f. 
Jfidélis faithful, f. fides taith.] 

lL. The quality of being faithful; faithfulness, 
loyalty, unswerving allegiance to a person, party, 
bond, etc. Const. fo, towards. 

1508 Barctay Shy of Folys (1874) II. 92 Amonge these 
wasters is no fydelyte. 1520 Caxton’s Chron. Eng. ul. 25/4 
They kepte fydelyte to the Romayns. 1553 Q. JANE in Strype 
Eccl. Meme. 111. App. ii. 4 Our special trust is in your.. 
fidelities in this matter. 1659 Hammonp Ox Ps. 520 Gods 
mercies .. and fidelities to his people. 1683 Burner tr. 
More's Utopia (1684) 163 They serve those that hire them 
.. With..great Fidelity. 1791 BentHam Panopt. Wks. 1843 
IV. 225 Fidelity to engagements is a virtue. 1839 THirL- 
WALL Greece VI. 279 The conduct of Arsames raised Alex- 
ander’s suspicions of his fidelity. 1856 Kane Avct. Exfl. 
IL. viii. 90 A strict, stanch fidelity to the expedition. 

tb. Zo make fidelity : to take an oath of fealty. 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vil. ccxxxvili. 277 That .. Kynges of 
Scotlonde, shuld make theyr homage and fydelyte vnto the 
Kynges of Englonde. 1609 Skene Reg. May. (1774) 79 Ane 
other fidelitie. .sall be.. made be the woman, and her heires, 
in the samine forme and words as homage should be made. 
Jbid. Table 80 He quha maries ane widow, sould make 
fidelity to the heire of hir first husband. 

e. Conjugal faithfulness. 

1694 Acct. Sweden 70 Some of them are accounted more 
eminent for Chastity before Marriage, than Fidelity after. 
1825 J. Neat Bro. Jonathan 111. 227 If we are not barren, 
our fidelity is proved. 

+d. Word of honour, oath, pledge; also zo 
give, break one’s fidelity. By my fidelity : wpon 
my word. Ods. 

1531 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 105 The benche 
dyd examen the foresayd [persons] uppon theyre fydelities. 
1574 Wuitcirt Def. Aunsw. iii. Wks. 1851 I. 306 None is 
admitted to any degree..but the same is first presented. .to 
the university, by some one..who giveth his fidelity for 
them. 158z Marseck Bk, of Notes 165 Pharao..was punished 
for breaking his fidelitie. 1598 SHaxs, JZerry W, 1Vv. ii. 160 
By my fidelity this is not well. . 

2. Strict conformity to truth or fact. 

+a. Of persons: Honesty, truthfulness, trust- 
worthiness, veracity (ods.). b. Of a description, 
translation, etc.: Correspondence with the original ; 
exactness. 

1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1344/2 Ought we to 
doubte of his fidelitie and testimony? 1597 Hooker Zccd. 
Pol.v. § 19. 29 The principall thing required in a witnesse is 
fidelitie. 1662 STILLINGFL. Ovig. Sacr. u. vi. § 1 How then 
can the fidelity of a Prophet be discovered by the event? 
1709 StryPe Ann. Ref. I. xxi. 252 He trusting to their Fi- 
delities, set them down as he received them. 1735 Pore 
Lett. 22 Jan. 1709 Be very free of your Remarks .. in re- 
gard..to the Fidelity of the Translation. 1847 EmErson 
Repr. Men, Shaks. Wks. (Bohn) I. 359 The only critics who 
have expressed our convictions with any adequate fidelity. 
1872 Darwin Lotions Introd. 26 By this means [photo- 
graphy on wood] almost complete fidelity is ensured. 

Fidepromissor (fai:dz;promiso1). Rom. Law. 
[a. L. fjidepromissor, agent-n. f. fide-promittére, f. 
Sides faith promittére to promise.] One who pro- 
mises or pledges himself as security for another; 
a bail, surety. 








FIDGET. 


1875 Poste Gaius 11, Comm. (ed. 2) 403 The sponsor and 
fidepromissor have vanished from the legislation of Justinian. 
1880 MurrHeap Gaius Digest 604 Fidepromissors could be- 
come accessory only to verbal obligations. : 

Fidfad. (fidfeed), sd. and a. [Short for FippLE- 
FADDLE. ] 

A. sb. a. One who gives fussy attention to 
tries. b. A petty matter of detail, a crotchet. 

1754 World No. 95 The youngest .. is, in everything she 
does, an absolute fidfad, 1875 Mrs. Lynn Linton Patricia 
Kemball 11. 31 The fidfads, called improvements, which 
were not wanted, 1881 B. W. Ricuarpson in Gd. Words 
XXII. 52 He built himself a house, and fitted it with every 
fidfad that could be suggested. 

B. adj. Frivolous, fussy, petty. 

1830 R. Hixt in E. Sidney Zi (1834) 351 With the tinkling 
cymbal fid-fad musicians may try to tickle the fancy of such 
half-witted admirers. 1844 Blackw, Mag. LV. 199 From 
exuberant 4to, down to the fid-fad concentration of r2mo. 

Fidge (fidz), sb. dzal. or collog. [f. next vb, ] 

1. The action or habit of fidgeting ; the state of 
being fidgety: in phr. ¢o de in a fidge; also, a 
commotion, stir, fuss. 

1731 Swirt Zin § Fables Wks. 1778 1X. 158 The twist, 
the squeeze, the rump, the fidgeandall. 1790 J. MacauLay 
Poents 129 No ane gies e’er a fidge or fyke, Or yet a moan. 
1832 W. STEPHENSON Gateshead Local Poems 56 He's in 
a fidge To get to Beamish forge. 1887 Ruskin Prevtevita II, 
189 ‘ There'll be sucha fidge about you, when you're gone.’ 

3. A restless person. 

1884 in Cheshire Gloss. ‘ 

Fidge (fidz), v. Ods. exc. dial. Seealso Fie v.38 
[Of obscure origin; thesense closely resembles that of 
FIkE, but etymological connexion is hardly possible, 
unless the form has undergone onomatopceic modi- 
fication. Cf, Ger. fickex to move about briskly.] 

1. zntr. To move about restlessly or uneasily ; 
also, ¢o fidge about, abroad, to and fro. Of a limb: 
To twitch. 

1575 J. Stitt Gamm. Gurton 1. iv. in Hazl. Dodsley II. 
184 Where ha’ you been fidging abroad, since you your 
neele Jost? 1577 Breton Wks. Young Wit (T)., Some 
[dame] would dace, as though she had the itch, 1667 
Drypen Maiden Queen 11. i, What is it, that makes you 
fidge up and down so? 1700 Concreve Way of World v.77 
The good Judge .. fidges off and on his Cushion. 1728 
Swirt Mullintx § Timothy, You wriggle, fidge, and make 
a rout. 1786 Burns Ordination i, Kilmarnock wabsters 
fidge and claw. 1883 STevENSON Tveasure Is/. 1. ili. (1886) 


20 ‘ Look... how my fingers fidges.’ : 
b. To be eager and restless. Zo fidge fu fain: 


(.Sc.) to express pleasurable eagerness by restless 
movements. 

1783 Burns To W, Sinipson vi, Auld Coila, now, may fidge 
fu’ fain, She’s gotten Poets o’ herain. 1790 — Zam O'Shanter 
185 Even Satan glowr'd and fidg’d fu’ fain. 1803 R. ANDER- 
son Cumberld. Ball. 57 The barn and the byre.. Will just 
seem like cronies yen’s fidgin to see. 

2. trans. To twitch, shrug. rare. 

1786 Burns Prayer to Sc. Representatives vi, Ne’er claw 
your lug, an’ fidge your back, And hum an’ haw, 

Hence Fi'dging w0/. sé. 

1604 T. M. Black Bk. Middleton’s Wks, V. 525 The fidging 
of gallants to Norfolk and up and down countries. a 17. 
Nortu £-ram. 1. v. § 124 (1740) 392 It was by their perpetu 
fidging about from Place to Place. eee. : 

Fidget (fi'dzét), sd. [f. Finan v., perh. in imi- 
tation of réckets.] 

1. A condition of vague physical uneasiness, seek- 
ing relief in irregular bodily movements. App. 
first used in the fidget(s (now always pl.) as if the 
name of a malady or pathological symptom (some- 
times in definite pathological sense: see quot. 
1876). Hence /vansf. a condition or mood of im- 
patient uneasiness or restlessness. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv. 134 Tis a.. thing that has 
got the fidget. 1750 Gray Long Story xxxiv, Jesu Maria! 
Madam Bridget. .(Cried the Square-hoods in woeful fidget). 
1753 World No. 7. 39 Fits of the fidgets. 1778 Map. 
D’Arsiay Diary Aug., I was really in the fidgets from 
thinking what my reception might be. 1781 Cowrer Con- 
versation 208 Weavers of long tales Give me the fidgets. 
1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. 1. 45 Their arrival, 
owing to the fidget and hurry of Mrs. Mourtray, was some- 
what premature. 1837 Howitt Rur. Li vi. viii. (1862) 484 
The landlady and her daughter are on the fidgets. 1839 
E. FirzGerarp Lett. I. 51, I have got the fidgets in my right 
arm, 1864 J. H. Newman AZo/. (1865) 41 Palmer .. still .. 
felt .. some fidget and nervousness. 1876 BartuoLow JZat. 
Med, (1879) 403 Wakefulness from. .unrest of the peripheral 
nerves (fidgets), and similar causes, will generally be re- 
lieved by the bromides. 1893 DuncLison Dict. Med. (ed. 
21), Midgets. = 

2. [From the vb.] One who fidgets or worries 
unnecessarily, or who causes the fidgets in others. 

1837 F’. Coorer Recoll. Europe I. 208 He. .betrayed him- 
self immediately to be a fidget. 188 Lapy Herpert Ldith 
159 Lord St. Aubyn is a terrible fidget. 1882 7hree in 
Norway ii. 10 Dispense with that creaking-booted fidget, 
the waiter. i , , 

3. [From the vb.] The action or habit of fidget- 
ing, bustling about or worrying ; also the rustling 
of a dress, ete. : 

1860-1 Fro. NicuTincate Nursing 36 The fidget of silk 
and of crinoline. 1890 Spectator 15 Nov., The policy of 
legislative fidget carried to the most mischievous excess. 

Fidget (fidzét), v. Pples. fidgeted, -eting 
(often incorrectly with double Z).  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. zxtr. To make movements indicative of im- 


FIDGETATION. 


patience, restlessness, or uneasiness ; to move rest- 
lessly to and fro. Also, ¢o fidget about. 

1754 [see Fipcetinc JAZ. a.]. 1809 W. Irvine Kvickerb. wv. 
iv. (1849) 217 The governor snapping his fingers and fidget- 
ing with delight. 1827 Lyrron Pelham ii. 18 Davison 
fidgeted about in his chair. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge i, 
Joe .. had been fidgeting in his chair with divers uneasy 
gestures, 1858 R.S. Surtees Ask Mamma xxxiii, 138 The 
Major. .has been fidgetting about pairing parties off. 1867 
J. Harton Tallants of B. xviii, The chairman fidgetted 
uneasily in his seat. 

b. To be uneasy; to worry. 

1884 Manch. Exam. 25 Nov. 5/t They can but fidget and 
fume. 1884 Mrs. Ewine JZary’s Meadow (1886) 58 Mother 
fidgetted because I looked ill. 

2. trans. To cause (a person) to fidget ; to make 
uncomfortable, trouble or worry; ve. to take 
trouble. Zo fidget znto: to force into a specified 
condition by fidgeting; hyperbolically, ¢o fidget to 
death. 

1785 [see Fipcetine Af/. a.). 1815 Jane AusTEN Eye 
11. 1x. 197 She says I fidget her to death. 1836 T. Hook 
G. Gurney I. 85 The fever into which I had fidgetted 
myself. 1845 Forp Handbk. Spain 1. 55 Spaniards never 
fidget themselves to get quickly to places where nobody is 
expecting them. 1847 ALB. Smitu Chr. Tadpole xxv. (1879) 
229 The heat fidgetted them all by day. 

3. To move avout restlessly and uneasily. vare. 

879 Metropolis I. 86 Fan-flirting, and fidgetting the body 
about, 

Hence Fi'dgeted //. a., Fi-dgeting vi. sb. 

1765 C. Smart fade iv. in Poenzs (1791) II. 11 Susan..all 
the rites of rage perform’d, As scolding .. fidgetting, and 
fretting. 1775 Map. D’Arsiay Zarly Diary (1889)-II. 17 
“How can you say so, Sir?’ cried Bell .. colouring, and 
much fidgetted. 1845 Forp Handbk. Spain 1. 66 Nothing 
is gained by fidgeting and over-doing. 

+Fidgeta‘tion. Ols.—1 [f.FipcErz. + -avIon.] 
The action of fidgeting; a fidgety movement, 

1742 Lapy M.W. Monracue Le?z, II. 248 Your Grace asks 
me if I have left off footing, and tumbling down stairs; as 
to the first, my fidgetations are much spoiled. 

Fidgetiness (fidzétinés). [f Fipamry + 
-NESS.] The state or quality of being fidgety; 
nervous restlessness, uneasiness. 

1772 FRANKLIN /Vks, (1887) IV. 529 This fidgetiness (to 
use a vulgar expression for want of a better) is occa- 
sioned wholly by an uneasiness in the skin. 1860-r FLo. 
NIGHTINGALE WVursing 55 A nurse will be careful to fidgeti- 
ness about airing the clean sheets. 1861 Hucues Jom Brown 
at Oxf. xxviil. (1889) 269 That’s some of uncle’s fidgetiness, 


Fidgeting (fi'dzétin), p/. a. [f. Fipcer v. + 
-InG #.]_ In senses of the vb. 

1672 WycHeERLy Love in a Wood u. i, He is a fidgetting, 
censorious, gossiping, quibbling wretch. 1754 RicHARDSON 
Grandison (1781) VI. li. 319 My fidgetting Lord thrust in.. 
his sharp face. 1785 Map. D’Arpiay Diary 25 Nov., This 
was rather fidgetting intelligence. 1839-40 W. Irvine Wol- 
Jert’s R. (1855) 5 He had warred for quiet through the 
fidgeting reign of William. 1865 Pall Mall G. 11 Apr. 1 
Some fidgeting little matter of exchange. 

Hence Fi-dgetingly adv., in a fidgeting manner. 

1882 ‘Basin’ Love the Debt 11. xxviii. 270 A small parcel 
which Mabel had seen her take up..furtively and fidgetingly 
half a dozen times, 1892 Temple Bar Mag. Dec. 570 Pamela 
is. -fidgettingly handling the little objects. 

Fidgety (fidzéti), a. [f. Fincer+-y1.] 

1. Inclined or disposed to fidget; uneasy, restless. 

1730-6 in Barxey (folio). 1788 Map. D’Arsiay Diary IV. 
iv. 187 He declared if I was fidgety he should have no 
comfort. 1827 Scotr rnd. 10 Aug., This is a morning of 
fidgety, nervous confusion. 1880 Miss Brappon Fust as 
I am xviii, He held the somewhat fidgety horse. 

2. Producing fidgetiness, disquieting. rare —1. 

1885 7ruth r11Juneg27/1 Dining-rooms.. fidgety with glitter. 

Hence Fi-dgetily adv., in a fidgety manner. 

1880 Miss Broucuton Sec. Th. u. iii, Gillian fidgetily. 
watches her. : 

Fidging (fidzin), Ao/. a. Sc. [f. Fipen v.+ 
-Inc 2.| That ‘fidges’, restless, fidgety. 

1637 Apr. WittiAms Holy Table 60 As..manly as he is 
fidging. 172 Ketty Sc. Prov. 8 A fidging Mare should 
be well girded, 1821 Blackw, Mag. VIII. 619 The fidging 
Prentices, their elbows claw. 1862 Histor in Scot. Prov, 5. 

b. In phr. fidging fain, eager to restlessness or 
discomfort. Const. ¢o with zzf. 

?a1700 Maggie Lauder in Songs of Scot. (1851) 11. 111 
Maggie..I’m fidgin’ fain to see thee. 1785 Burns £9. to F. 
Lapraik vy. 1826 J. Witson Noct. Ambr, Wks. I, 322 The 
people in the pit, a fidgin fain tosee her. 1892 in Northumd, 
Gloss. 

|| Firdibus. ([Ger.; of uncertain etymology; 
for conjectures see Grimm.] A paper match for 
lighting pipes. Also attrib. 

1829 Loner. in Zz (1891) I. 172, I was just lighting my 
pipe.. the ‘fidibus’ fell from my hand. 1889 Pad/ Mall G. 
24 June 6/z Sleeping in mosquito curtains and with ‘ fidi- 
bus’ pastilles. 

+ Fidicinal, z. Ods.—1 [f. L. jidicn-, fidicen 
lute-player+-au.] Of or pertaining to a player 
on stringed instruments, 

1776 Sir J. Hawkins Hist. Music I. mm. i. 255 Pulsatile 
instruments .. in contradistinction to those of the fidicinal 
or stringed kind. 

Fi:dimpli‘citary, @. vonce-wd. [f. Eccl. L. 
fid-es implicita implicit faith+-ary.] That puts 
‘implicit faith’ in another’s dictum. 

1652 Urqunart Yewel Wks. (1834) 198 Fidimplicitary 
gown-men .. satisfied with their predecessors’ contrivances. 
1817 Blackw, Mag. 1,470 Fidimplicitary coxcombs, 
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+ Fidious, @. Obs.~1 Short for PERFtptovs. 

1640 SuirLEy Arcadia 1.1, Oh! fidious rascal! I thought 
there was some roguery. 

+ Fidiped, a. Os.—' [badly f. L. fid- stem 
of findére to split + ped-, fes.| = FISSIPED. 

1661 Lovety Hist, Anim. § Minx. Introd. 4 Sea gull, white, 
cinerous, piscatorie, black, sterna, fidiped. 

+*Fidu'ce. Ods. [ad. L. fidicta.] Confidence. 

1582 N. T. (Rhem.) t 77m. vi. 20 xote, Their [the Pro- 
testants’] sole faith, their fiduce, their apprehension of Christs 
justice. 1615 Byr1eLD Z-rf. Coloss. i. 4 (1869) 35/1 Faith.. 
stands in three things :—desires ; fiduce, or confidence; per- 
suasion. : 

Fiducial (feidiz-fial, fidiz-jal), @. [ad. L. 

fiducial-ts, f. frdiicia trust, confidence : see -AL.] 

1. Theol, Of or pertaining to, or of the nature of, 
trust or reliance. 

1624 F. Wuite Repl. Fisher 164 Such a.. Faith, as is both 
an intellectuall and fiduciall assent to diuine Promises. 1656 
H. More £xuthus. Tri. 43 Every thing has..a fiduciall 
Knowledge of God in it. @1703 Burxitr Ox NV. 7. John 
xv. 5 Abide in me..by a real and fiducial adherence. a17r1z 
Ken Divine Love Wks. (1838) 312 Teach us to live..with a 
fiducial dependence on thy fatherly goodness. 1870 SpuRGEON 
Treas. Dav. Ps, xxxi. 3 Il. 63 The words .. appear to.. 
fasten upon the Lord with a fiducial grip. - 

2. humorous nonce-use. Willing to trust. 

1847 L. Hunt Men, Women, & B. I. ix. 169 Taverns.. 
not hospitable—not fiducial—don’t trust. 

+3. Trusted, trusty. Ods. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul u. 1, 1. iii, Prop fiduciall Of 
all those lives and beings cleeped Naturall. 1730-6 in 
Battey (folio). 

4. In Surveying, Astronomy, etc. Of a line, point, 
etc.: Assumed as a fixed basis of comparison. 

1571 Dicces Paztoz. (1591) 30 Note the degrees cut by 
the line fiduciall. 1644 Nye Gunnery (1670) 44 The Line 
Fiduciall, because from this line proceeds the beginning of 
the degrees in the Circle. 1828 Hutton Course Math. 11. 
55 These sights and one edge of the index are in the same 
plane, and that is called the fiducial edge of the index. 1873 
Maxwe Lt in Lzf xiv. (1882) 435 We need some fiducial 
point or standard of reference. 

5, = FIDUCIARY. 

1832 in WEBSTER quoting Spelman. 

Hence Fidu'‘cially adv., in a fiducial manner. 

1647 T. Hitt Best §& Worst of Paul (1648) 22 God hath 
given thee a sweet perswasion of soul to rest fiducially. 
1654 Warren Unbelievers 204 Fiducially trusting upon 
Christ. a@1716 SourH Serm. Wks. 1737 VI. 472 It is the 
Spirit of God alone, that .. enables the soul fiducially to .. 
rest upon that object. 1727 BaiLey vol. II, Piducially, 
honestly, trustily. 1847 in Cratc. 


+ Fiducia‘lity. Ods.-° [f. prec. + -ITy.] a. 
Trustiness. b. A firm reliance; religious confidence. 

1727-36 in BaiLry. 1775 in AsH. 

Fiduciary (foidiz-fiari), a. and sb. [ad. L. 
Sfidiciari-us, f. fidiicia: see FIDUCTAL and -aRy, 
Cf. F. jiductatre. 

In Rom. Law jducia denoted the transfer of a right to 
a person subject to the obligation to transfer it again at 
some future time or on some condition being fulfilled.] 

A, adj. 

1. a. Of a person: In trust of a person or thing; 
holding something in trust. Ods. exc. in Rom. Law. 

1647 Bury Walls (Camden) 197, I doe acknowledge my 
selfe to be but a fiduciarie possessor of them vnder God. 
1682 Neepuam tr. Se/den's Mare Cl. 254 Guthrunus King 
of the Danes, was .. setled in Northumberland as a Fidu- 
ciarie Client. .to Alfred. 1788 Lp. BuLKELEY in Dk. Buckhm. 
Crt. & Cabinets Geo. ITT (1853) I. 445 The Prince .. in his 
quality of Fiduciary Regent. 1880 Murrurap U/pian xi. 
§ 5 He who has manumitted a free person .. becomes that 
person’s tutor. .and is called a fiduciary tutor. : 

b. Of or pertaining to a trustee; pertaining to 
or of the nature of a trusteeship. 

Fiduciary coeniption (Rom. Law): the formal purchase of 
a married woman, the purchaser being bound by a ‘ fiducia’ 
to remancipate her to some one of her choice. 

1795 WytueE Decis. Virginia 17 The Receivers possession 
is fiduciary. 1846 M¢Cuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) Il. 
159 The fiduciary system of the Roman Law, adopted by 
the clerical chancellors. 1863 H. Cox /zstit. 11. viii. 495 
note, It is not every fiduciary possession of property which 
constitutes a trust. 1875 Postr Gazuws 1. § 166 Fiduciary 
guardianship arises when a free person .. is manumitted by 
the alienee. 1879 Castle Law of Rating 71 The persons 
in actual valuable occupation of property are rateable, 
though they occupy in a merely fiduciary character. 1880 
Muirueap Gains 1. § 115 a, Fiduciary coemption was also 
had recourse to of old to enable a woman to make a will. 


2. Of a thing: In trust of a person; held or 


given in trust. 

a164r SpeLMAN Admiral-Furisd. (1723) 224 The High 
Admiral himself cannot grant it for longer than his own 
time, being but a Trust and fiduciary Power. 1660 G, 
FLemine Stemma Sacrum 41 Scotland was once acknow- 
ledged a fiduciary Kingdom to the Crown of England. 1768 
BLacksToNne Commz. II]. 51 Uses of land..were considered 
as fiduciary deposits and binding in conscience by the clergy. 
1827 Hatitam Const. Hast. (1876) I. vi. 344 Such fiduciary 
estates were well known to the Roman jurists. 1884 W. S. 
Litty in Contemp. Rev. Feb. 264 Christianity .. regarded 
authority as limited and fiduciary. : 

b. Of or pertaining to something held in trust. 

1767 Bracxstone Comm. II. 333 The incidents, that 
formerly attended it [the land] in its fiduciary state. 

+3. Of the nature of, proceeding from, or imply- 
ing trust or reliance. Ods. 

1640 GAUDEN Love of Truth (1641) 32 Fiduciary assurance 
and thelike. 1640 Howett Dodona’s Gr. 19 Elaiana which 
can relye no where upon meere love and fiduciary obedience. 
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1648 Lion Bas, 80 That fiduciary and fervent application of 
their spirits wherein consists the very life and soul of Prayer. 
1655 GuRNALL Chr, ia Arm. 1. 242 The Christian, when he 
.. hath greatest victory over it [sin], even then must he 
renounce all fiduciary glorying in this, a@1680 CHARNOCK 
Attrib. God (1834) 11.245 It was this .. edged the fiduciary 
importunity of the souls under the altar, 

4, Of a paper currency: Depending for its value 
on the confidence of the public or on securities. 

The Bank of England issue of £ 16,000,000 on securities is 
called a ‘fiduciary issue’. 

1878 H. H. Gisss Corres. 72 B. Price’s Pol. Econ. 562 It 
is wholly impossible that a convertible Circulation of fidu- 
ciary (or security) notes should ever fall to that point [15 
millions]. 1880 AZanch. Guard. 25 Oct., The system of a 
fiduciary paper money began in Russia during the Crimean 
war. 1891 Pall Mall G. 3 Dec. 7/1 The fiduciary issue 
would then stand at 253 millions. 1892 Daily News 13 Sept. 
2/3 The fiduciary currency of the United States, 

5. Of or pertaining to a person that is trusted ; 
confidential. vare. 

1882 F. Anstey Vice Versé xii. 216 Every right-minded 
boy ought to feel himself in such a fiduciary position towards 
his master. 


B. 56. 


1. One who holds anything in trust ; a trustee. 

1631 T. Powett Zone All Trades 11 You know they are 
faithfull fiduciaries in the election. 1821 Scorr Kenzlw. xii, 
Persuade the good Sir Hugh to make me his .. fiduciary in 
this matter. 

+2. One who identifies justifying faith with as- 
surance of one’s own salvation. Ooés. 

1654 Hammonp /’2ndam. xiii. 120 The second obstructive 
.-is that of the Fiduciarie..having resolved Faith to be the 
only instrument of his justification. 1684 T. Hockin God's 
Decr. 359 Some bold Fiduciaries..confidently pretend that 
their names are certainly written in the Book of Life. 

+3. Something that secures confidence; cre- 
dentials. Oés. 

1593 App. Bancrorr Daung. Posit. ut. xiii. 106 Let euerie 
of them deliuer the instructions from their Churches .. 
together with the Fiduciary or Letters of credence. 

Hence Fiduciarily adv. + (a) trustfully, con- 


fidingly (ods.); (6) under the conditions of a trust. 

1653 W. Scrater Hun. Sernion (1654) 31 He really and 
fiduciarily intended it. 1863 H.Cox /zsf7t. 11. vill. 497 Equity 
..has annexed to the fiduciary possession of property a mul- 
titude of rules in favour of the persons fiduciarily interested. 


+ Fiduciate, v. Obs. rare—°. [ad. L. fadiiciat- 
ppl. stem of frdzczare, f. frdicta trust.] trans. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fiduciate, to commit to trust, 
or make condition of trust. 


Fie (foi), zz. Forms: 3 fi, 3-8 fy, (4 fy3), 
5-9 fye,6-7 phy, 5- fie. [ME. 7, fy, app.a. OF. 
Ji, fy (mod.F. ft) :—L. fz, an imitation of the sound 
instinctively made on perceiving a disagreeable 
smell. Cf ON. fy (Da. fy, also fy skam dig, fie 
shame to you! Sw. /y), of similar origin. 

The ON. may possibly be a joint source of the Eng. word, 


but the early instances either occur in translations from Fr. 
or imitate the Fr. construction #% de.] 


1. An exclamation expressing, in early use, dis- 
gust or indignant reproach. No longer current in 
dignified language; said to children to excite shame 
for some unbecoming action, and hence often used 
to express the humorous pretence of feeling 
‘shocked’. Sometimes more fully Fze, for shame ! 


Const. + of (=on), om, 2for. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 390 ‘Fy a debles’, quab be kyng. 
c€1330 King of Tars 612 Fy on ow eyerichon! c¢1380 Szr 
Lerumb, 1578 ‘ Fy’, quap Moradas, ‘wat ert bow; bat telest 
of me so lyte?’ c¢1386 Cuaucer Jan of Law's Prol. 80 Of 
all swiche cursed stories I say fy. — Nun's Pr. T. 71 
Ye ben a very sleper, fy for shame. c¢1430 Piler. Lyf 
Manhode 1. x\vi, Chastitee..whan she seeth me seith fy. 
c1440 York Myst. xxxii. 103 Fye on hym, dastard! 1809 
Hawes Past. Pleas. x1. xxxv, Fy upon slouth, the nourysher 
of vyce. @1553 Upatt Royster D. 1. iv. (Arb.) 52 What 
weepe? Fye for shame! And blubber? 1583 Basrncron 
Commandm. ix. (1637) 91 Fie of that affection, that damneth 
our soules! x892 SHAKs. Ven. & Ad. 611 Fie, fie, he saies, 
you crush me, let me go. 1606 Sz. G. Goosecappe 1. ii. in 
Bullen O. P/. III. 53 Fie for shame; I never heard of such 
an antedame. 1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles 1v. 113 Phy ! how 
depraved is mans nature altogether! 1749 Fietpinc Jom 
Fones vit. ix, Fy upon it, Mr. Partridge..are you afraid 
of facing a little cold? 1764 Foote Mayor of G, u. i, 
Fye Mr. Bruin, how can you be such a bear to your wife. 
1832 Lytton Exgene A.1. ii, Fie, neighbour, fie, what’s the 
good of profaneness. 1861 T. A. Trottore La Beata II. 
xiv. 111 ‘Fie!’ said Beppina in a state of great delight. 


2. quasi-sd. + a. qualified by an adj.: as Double, 
much fie (obs.). b. as ob7.in To cry (+ bid, + spit) 


Jie upon. 

c1sgo R. WEAVER Lusty Fuventus in Hazl. Dodsley II. 87 
Now much fie upon you! how bawdy you are! c1555 
HarrsFiEtp Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 173 Fie and double 
fie upon the impudency of this.. shameless divine. 1599 
Breton Author's Dreame, Follie, he badde Fie upon 
Wisdome. 1652 J. Sparrow tr. Behme'’s Rem. Wks., Def. 
agst. Rickter 13 The Libeller spits Fy, and filth, against 
the Repentance. 1848 TuHackreray Van. Fair xvii, ‘My 
relations won't cry fie upon me’, Becky said. 

3. as sb. 

1576 GascoiGNE Philomene in Wks. 1870 II. 245 These 
phyes, and many moe, Pore Philomene may meane, a 1643 
W. Cartwricut Ordinary iv. v. in Hazl. Dodsl. XII. 298 
What angry pishes, and what fies... The list’ning taper heard 
there sworn. 1820 Scorr Monast. I. ii. 105 The child red- 
dened ,. while the mother, with many a fye and nay pshaw 
[ete.]. 


FIE. 


+ Fie, v.1 Ods. In 4 fye, 5 phy. [ad. Fr. fer, 
Pr. and Sp. far, It. fidare:—popular L. *fidare, f. 
L. fidus faithful.] ¢vavzs. To trust; also vef.= 


Fr. se fier. Const. 272. 

1340 Ayend. 136 He him fyeth more in obres uirtue banne 
ine his. c¢1485 Digby Myst. (1882) m1. 1068, I his lover and 
cavse wyll hy 

+ Fie, v.2 Obs. [f. Fir znt.] intr. To say Fie! 

c1394 P. Pl. Crede 616 [He] fyep on her falshedes pat 
pei bifore deden. 

Fieble, obs. form of FEEBLE. 

Fief (ff), sb. Forms: 7 feif, 7-9 feof(f, 7- 
fief. [First in 17th c.; a. F. fief: see Fur 50.2] 

Ll. =Fure sh.2 1. Male fief, fief masculine: one 
that could be held by males only. 

1611 Cotcr., Fie/, a Fief; a (Knights) fee; a Mannor, or 
inheritance held by homage. a@1613 Oversury Odserv. 
France Wks. (1856) 238 They pawned all their Feifs to the 
church. 1671 F. Puitiirs Reg. Necess. 419 An Estate in Tay] 
or Fief Masculine. 1756 Nucent Gy. Tour II. 27 ’Tis he 
only that can give away the great fiefs of the empire. 1820 
Scotr Monast. iv, A male fief. 1838 ArnoLp /7st. Rome 
(1846) I. xiv. 267 Proprietors who received their land as an 
hereditary fief. 1868 Mitman S7. Pazl’s 43 The cession of 
the kingdom as a fief of the Holy See. 

transf. and fig. 

1686 DrypDEN Ode to Mrs. Killigrew 98 To the next Realm 
she stretcht her Sway.. And the whole Fief, in right of 
Poetry, she claim’d. 18.. W. Sawyer WVew Year Numbers 
xii, Not of thy strength nor cunning didst thou come, Into 
the fief and heritage of life. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets i. 27 
The cities of Greece became the fiefs of foreign despots, 

b. Ln fief=in fee: see FEE sb.* 1 b. 

1728 Morcan A /eievs IL. v. 313 The knights hold the said 
Islands in Feof from the king of Sicily. 1821 Byron JZa~. 
Fal. v. i, In fief perpetual to myself and heirs. 1871 B. 
TayLor Faust (1875) II. Pref. 10 Faust receives the sea- 
shore in feoff for ever. 

2. Comb., as fief-holder, one who holds a fief 
from a superior. 

1864 Kirk Chas. Bold II. w. iii. 419 The fief holders of 
France .. were still more assiduous in the cultivation of 
martial exercises. 1882-3 ScHarr Excycl. Relig. Knowl. 1. 
484 The power of the feudal lords or fief-holders increased. 


+ Fief, v. Ods. [f. prec. sb. Cf. FEorF v.] 
trans. To grant asa fief. Also Zo fief out. 

1792 A. Younc Trav. France 327 The seigneurs, who 
possess the same rights, sell and fief them at a still cheaper 
rate. Jb7d. 304 Seigneurs, who will not sell, but only fief 
out these wastes, 

Fie‘fdom. [f. as prec. + -pom.] = Fir sé. 1. 

1814 Mrs. J. West Alicia de Lacy I, 130 To forfeit one of 
our fiefdoms, is not enough. 

+ Fieffal, a. Obs. rare. [f.as prec. +-au.] Of 
or pertaining to a fief. 

1738 Hist. Crt. Excheg. i. 3 The Fieffal is the feudal 
Jurisdiction, by the Reason of the Fieffs, that is, where the 
feudal Lord had power to do Right to his Tenants upon 


any Complaints, 

Fie-fie (foifoi), a. Also fi-fi. [f. Fr by doub- 
ling.] Jocularly used for: Improper, of improper 
character. 

1812 G. Corman Br. Grins, Two Parsons vii, What would 
{if we were sinless] become of all the fie-fie ladies? 1837 
T. Hook Jack Brag xiv, There is such a long fie-fie story 
about that. 1860 TroLtope /ram/ey P. vi, One or two fie-fie 
little anecdotes about a married lady. 1873 S¢. Paul’s Mag. 
Jan. 9 She was rather fifi. 

Hence Fie-fie sJ., a woman of tarnished reputa- 
tion. Fie-fiev. a. zztr. To say Fie! b. trans. 
To say Fie! to. 

1820 Lavy GranviLtr Lez. 25 Aug. (1894) I. 164 A mixture 
of .. Dowager Lansdowne, fye-fyes, and venerable peers. 
1836 Libr. Fiction 1. 371 In ‘fie, fieing’ the excesses of 
divers gentlemen, 1892 Pach 13 Aug. 72/2 Purists may 
fie-fie, or sneer. 

+ Fiel, a. Obs. 
a.2|_ Comfortable. 

1792 Burns Bessy & Spinnin Wheel 4 Frae tap to tae that 
cleeds me bien And haps me fiel and warm at e’en! 1808 
A. Scorr Poems (ed. 2) 193 Her blankets air’d a’ feil an’ dry, 

Field (fzld), s?. Forms: 1-2 feld, 3-6 feild(e, 
feld(e, 3 feeld, south. veelde, vald(e, (5 falde, 
feald), 3-4 south. veld(e, 3-5 felt(e, fild(e, (5 
fyld(e), 4-6 feeld(e, 6-7 fielde, 6- field. [Com. 
WGer. ; OE. fe/d str. masc. corresponds to OFris. 
and OS. feld masc. (MDu. ve/t, Du. veld neut.), 
OHG. feld (MHG., ve/t, mod.Ger. fe/d) neut. :— 
OTeut. *felpu-z masc., *felpu neut. Not found 
outside WGer., the Sw. falt, Da. felt being from 
Ger. ; but the Finnish Ze/fo field is believed to have 
been adopted from prehistoric Teut. or pre-Teut. 

Prob. related by ablaut and Verner’s law to OE. /olde earth 
(see Foun sé.*); it is uncertain whether the Teut. */eZAw-, 
*foldén- are formed with ¢ suffix from a pre-Teut. root Ze/-, 
represented in OSI. Aoéie plain, field, or belong to the Aryan 
root pelth or pelt, whence Skr. Aythivi earth, Gr. mAards 
broad.J 

I. Ground; a piece of ground. 

+1. Open land as opposed to woodland ; a stretch 
of open land; a plain. Ods. 

croso Byrhtferth's Handloc in Anglia VIII, 299 On bere 
stowe se zdela feld us zearcode swete huniz. a 1123 VU. £. 
Chron. an. 1112 Swide wistfull on wudan and on feldan. 
¢ 1200 ORMIN 14568 Wude, & feld, & dale, & dun. 1297 R. 
Grove. (1724) 565 To wodes & to feldes [hii] hulde hom day 
& nizt, a1300 Cursor M. 3608 (Cott,) Bath in feild and in 
forest. ¢1386 Cuaucer Kvt.'s 7. 664 That feld hath eyen, 


[perh. a survival of ME. Fre 
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and the woode hath eeres. ?@ 1400 Arthur 472 Pe feltes fulle 
of men yscleyn. 1538 Starkey Lvg/and 1. ii. 52 Wyld Feldys 
and wodys. 1593 ariatows in Pass. Pilger. xix, Hilles and 
vallies, dales and fields. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. Iv. 759 
They..strew’d his mangled Limbs about the Field. 
+b. with reference to that which grows upon 


the surface. Ods. 

axo0o Boeth, Metr. vi, Weaxad hrade feldes blostman. 
¢ 1200 ORMIN 9225 Itt wass huni3 off pe feld. axz00 £, #. 
Psalter cii{i]. 15 Als blome of felde sal he [man] welyen awa. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 6080 (Cott.) Letus wild, be quilk pat groues 
on pe feild. 1382 Wycuir Like xii. 28 The hey which to 
day is in the feeld. c1449 PEcock Refr. 1. vi. 28 The feld 
is the fundament of the flouris. 1611 BisLe Gez, ii. 5 Euery 
plant of the field. 

+2. The country as opposed to a town or village. 
Obs. exc. arch. or dial. 

cx1400 Rom. Rose 6237 Fulle many a seynt in feeld & 
toune. ¢1400 Gamelyn 672 He moste nedes walke in felde 
pat may not walke intowne. 1526 TinpALE JV/ark xv. 21 
They compelled. .Simon of Cerene (which cam out of the 
felde).. to bear hys crosse. 1590 SHAKS. AZids. N. u. i. 238 
In the Towne, and Field You doe me mischiefe, 1862 Bor- 
row Wild Wales I11. 160, I don’t think your honour is a 
Durham man either of town or field. 

b. That part of the open country which is hunted 

over (perh. originally ¢razsf. from sense 8). Cf. 


hunting field. 


1732 Law Serious C. xii.(ed. 2) 190 The next attempt after 
happiness carry’d him into the field. .nothing was so happy 
as hunting. 180z Strutt Sports & Past. 1. 1. 6 King John 
was particularly attached to the sports of the field. 1864 
Field 2 July 9/3 His [the huntsman’s] character in the field 
. has given the highest satisfaction. 

+3. The territory belonging to acity. Cf. L. ager. 

@1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1539) 140b, In 
the felde of Elinos, vnder a marble, is the pouders of Sysifo 
Seteno. 1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath. 11b, The hot 
wellse, in the fielde of Padua. 

4. Land or a piece of land appropriated to pasture 
or tillage, usually parted off by hedges, fences, 
boundary stones, etc. Often with defining word pre- 
fixed, as clover-, corn-, hay-, turnip-, wheat-feld. 

c1028 [nterl. v. Rule St. Benet (1888) 73 Geswinc felda gif 
hi nabbad munecas. cx1z20 Bestiary 401 [De fox] god o 
felde to a furg. 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 7798 Feldes were 
vol of corne echon. 1382 Wyciir Rwth ii. 2 Y shall goo in 
to the feeld and gedre eeris. ¢1449 PEcock Refr. 275 Feeldis 
..inwhich. .thei hem silf tilien. 1578 Lyte Dodoens wv. lvi. 
516 That with the pale .. flowers groweth in drie medowes, 
and in the feeldes also. 1657 Austen Fruit Trees 1. 56 The 
Flanders Cherries bear well in Orchards and Feilds. 1765 
A. Dickson Tveat. Agric. (ed. 2)94 There is scarcely a field, 
in which we will not observe weeds of the two first kinds. 
1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge iv, Fields. .through which the 
New River took its winding course. 

b. pl. Zhe fields, used in collective sense. For- 
merly sometimes = 2 (cf. F. les champs) or 2 b. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Hon |xxxvii. 276 He was in the feldes 
ahawkynge. 1561 Norton & Sackv. Gorbodiuc v. ii, Chil- 
dren..play in the streetes and fieldes, z6xz Beaum. & FL. 
King & No King u. ii, How fine the fields be, what sweet 
living ’tis in the Country! 1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. 
Iv. xiv. § 51 The fields !.. All spring and summer is in them. 

ce. Common, open field: see those words. 
d. A piece of ground put to a particular use, 
as bleach, camping, print-field: see BLEACH, etc. 

5. An extent or tract of ground covered with or 
containing some special natural formation or pro- 
duction. Chiefly with defining word, as coal, 
diamond, gold, oil fields : see those words. 

1859 Cornwa iis Vew World I. 55 Bowls filled with the 
precious metal, and. . labelled with the name of the field from 
which it was taken. 1875 Woop & LarHam Wazting for 
Mail 39 You've tried the best Victorian fields, 

6. The ground on which a battle is fought; a 
battle-field. More explicitly fedd of battle, conflict, 
tjight ; field of honour. 

a 1300 Cursor AT. 6432 (Cott.) Wit israel was left be feild. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 450 Pan foundis Philip to be fy3t & be 
fild entres. c1460 Fortescue Ads, § Lim. Mon. ix, The 
Erlis of Lecestir and Glocestre .. toke hym and his sonne 
prisoners in the ffelde. 1592 R. D. Aypnerotomachia 22 
Instruments of war..for the field. 1604 SHaxs. O74. 1. iii. 
85 They haue vs’d Their deerest action, in the Tented Field. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 11. 378 As Legions in the Field 
their Front display. 1718 Lond. Gaz. No. 4739/3 The 
Quarter-Masters of the Army are gone to mark a Fie 
of Battel. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist, (1776) III. 102 The 
victor is obliged to fight several of those battles before it 
remains undisputed master of the field. 1824 W. Irvine 
T. Trav. 1. 52 My forefathers have been dragoons, and 
died on the field of honour. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
I. 658 These three chiefs..fled together from the field of 
Sedgemoor, 1851 E. S. Creasy 15 Decisive Battles (1864) 
22 The Greeks could not stand before the Persians in a field 
of battle. 1863 KinctaKe Crimea (1876) I. xi. 182 The 
English Ambassador remained upon the field of the conflict. 

eee 

1340 Ayenb. 131 A ueld of uiy3t huerinne him behoueb 
eure to..  wy3te mid dyeulen, 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de 
W. 1531) 72b, Well exercysed in the feelde of vertues 
and holy workes. 1615 Crooxe Body of Man 56 Before we 
leaue the field, it shall not be amisse to disparkle all the 
forces of our aduersaries, 1724 Swirr Drapier’s Lett. 
Wks. 1761 III. 75 He is so far master of the field, that 
no London printer dare publish any paper written in favour 
of Ireland, 1775 SHERIDAN Duvenna i. iv, If I could hamper 
him with this girl, I should have the field to myself. 1848 
H. Rocers £ss. I. vi. 322 To drive the sophists from the 
field. 1886 B. L. Farjeon Three Times T. 1, 1 bade her 
peod-day, and left Captain Bellwood in possession of the 

eld. 














FIELD. 


ce. Phrases: Zo keep, maintain the field; to con- 
tinue the fight, /¢, and fig. Also (chiefly fig.) Zo 
conquer the field: to gain one’s point. Zo hold the 
field: to hold.its ground ; not to be superseded or 
displaced. Zo leave (another) the field: to give 
up the argument or contest. Zo /eave the field 
open: to abstain from interference. 

az4so Kut. de la Tour (1868) 21 Ye wylle speke riotesly.. 
therfor y wille leve you the felde. 1673 DrypEn Marr. a la 
Mode u. i, This tongue..may keep the field against a whole 
army of lawyers. c1686 Roxb. Ball. (1886) VI. 125 He 
conquer'd the field: Then they both were united. 1724 
Swirt Drapier’s Lett. iii, His Majesty, pursuant to the law, 
hath left the field open between Wood and the Kingdom of 
Ireland. 1855 Prescott PAilip J/, 1. ii, Four knights were 
prepared to maintain the field against all comers. 1870 
Tennyson Pelleas §& Ettarre 161 All day long Sir Pelleas 
kept the field With honour. 1887 A. BrrrELt Odzter Dicta 
Ser. 11, 66 The last edition will. .long hold the field. 

7. In wider sense: The country which is to be, 
or has become, the scene of a campaign; the scene 
of military operations. J the field: engaged in 
military operations. Zo keep the field: to remain 
in the ‘field’; to keep the campaign open. Zo 
take the field: to commence military operations ; 


to open the campaign. 

a r6r2 Sir R. Cecit Lef¢. in Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 
61 They will. .learn the strength of the Rebels, before they 
dare take the field. 1651 Hospes Leviath. 11. xxix. 174 The 
forces of the Commonwealth keeping the field no longer. 
1676 TempLe Let. to Pr. of Orange Wks. 1731 II. 410, I did 
not believe Your Highness would do any thing in those 
kind of Affairs till Your Return from the Field. 1724 Dz 
For Mem. Cavalier (1830) 10 All the military part of the 
court was in the field. 1769 Yunius Le/t. ii. 13 A sincere 
..attachment to his King and Country..first impelled him 
to the field. 1835 I. Taytor Sfi7. Desfot. iii. 85 Their [the 
Greek people’s] eye was directed. .to the senate or the field, 
1852 THACKERAY Esazond 1. i, Esmond .. took the field .. 
under Webb's orders. 1863 H. Cox /us¢7?. 1. vili. 713 An 
army in the field abroad. 

transf. and fig. 1614 Sau Chesse-play xi. (heading), All 
the men being in the field. 1831 Brewster Vewiton (1855) II. 
xiv.3 The greatest mathematicians of the age took the field. 

8. A battle; now rave exc. in such phrases as 
A hard-fought, hard-won field. A single field: 
a single combat. Also fo fight, + give, lose, 
+ make, win (a, the) field. UWence, + Victory, esp. 
in ¢o get, have the field. 

? 21400 Arthur 480 The falde was hys & Arthourez. ¢ 7438 
Torr. Portugal 213-5 Of the fynd the maystry to haue, Of 
hym to wyn the fyld..Of hyme he wane the fyld pat day. 
1473 Warkw. Chron. 6 The Walschmenne loste the felde. 
1484 Caxton Fables of Atsop 1. iv, The egle..gat the feld 
and vaynquysshed..the bestes. 1487 WrioTHESLEY Chron. 
(1875) I. 2 A feild that they made-againste the Kinge. 1502 
ARNOLDE Chron. (1811) p.xxxiv, A felde. .bytwenethe Kynge 
and y® Duke of Yorke. 1535 CoveRDALE 1 Macc. x. 50A 
mightie sore felde. .continuynge till the Sonne wente downe. 
15836 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 43 Ennimes .. of sic 
strenth and multitud that he micht not weil geif thaim feild. 
1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 25 The commons .. made 
a felde agaynst the kynge and lost it. 1586 WarNER Add, 
Eng. Ww. xx. (1589) 89 The Danes .. got the feeld. 1596 
Suaxs. Merch. V. 11. i, 26 This Symitare..wpn three fields 
of Sultan Solyman, 1605 VersTEGAN Dec. /mtell. v, (1628) 
128 Battailes or Foughten Fields. 1667 Mitton P. Z.1. 105 
What though the field be lost? 1816 Byron Ch, Har. m1. 
xlix, In their..single fields, What deeds of prowess unre- 
corded died! 1843 Prescott Mexico (1850) I. 293 Many a 
bloody field was to be fought. 

transf, 1862 J. Pycrort Cricket Tutor 77 Every old player 
will. .recall many a hard-fought field. ; 

+b. Order of battle, disposition of men in the 
field. Phrases, Zo pitch, set a field, to choose one’s 
battle-ground, to dispose one’s men for fighting ; 
to gather a field, to collect an armed force. 

1502 ARNOLDE Chron, p. xxxiv, Y° Duke of Yorke set his 
felde at Brent Heth. c1s840 Order in Battayle Avij, Let 
him study to breake hys [foe's] felde. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
K. Hen. VI, An. 4.96 b, That my saied lorde of Winchester, 
intended to gather any feld or assemble people, in troublyng 
of the kynges lande, and against the kinges peace. a1s62 
G. Cavenpisu Wolsey (1893) 274 Who pitched a feld royall 
ayenst theme. 1600 HoLLanp L7vy vi. xv. 226 Hither part 
beholding their captaine, as it were in a pight field. 1678 
Wan ey Wond. Lit. World v. ii. § 32. 470/1 Nicephorus.. 
was slain in a pitch’d Field against the Bulgarians, 

+e. Officer of the field =F IELD-OFFICER. General 
of the field; the general commanding in a battle 
or campaign. Obs, 

1s90 NasHe Pasguil’s Afol. 1. Diij, Equal in respect of 
theyr fight in.. battailes, as the Generall of the fielde and 
the common Souldiours are. 1647 CLArenpon //7st. Reb, 
vil. (1703) II, 269 There were. .above twenty Officers of the 
Field. .slain upon the place. 

9. With mixture of sense 4: An enclosed piece 
of ground in which some outdoor games are played, 
as cricket, football field: see CRICKET, etc. ; also 
ellipt. with sb. to be supplied from the context. 

@1788 CanninG in ‘ Bat’ Crick, Man. (1850) 36 The poet will 
be equally circumstanced in the field. 1849 Laws of Cricket 
ibid. 57 No substitute in the field shall be allowed to bowl. 
1882 Daily Tel, 12 June, Neither Spofforth nor Boyle were 
in the field. 

b. Baseball. The ground in which the fielders 
stand, divided into INFIELD and OuTFIELD, 

1875 Encycl. Brit. 111. 406/2 The theory of the game [Base 
ball] is that one side takes the field, and the other goes in, 
1891 N, Crane Baseball vi. 45 The pitcher is the only player 
whose position on the field is prescribed by the rules, 


FIELD. 


10. collect. Those who take part in any outdoor 
contest or sport. 

a. Sporting. Also, in restricted sense: All the 
competitors in a race except the favourite. Zo det, 
back, lay against the field; to back one (often one’s 
own) dog, horse, etc. against all other competitors. 

1771 P. Parsons Newmarket 11. 149 Camillus against the 
field, for a hundred guineas. 1872 Lever Ld. Kileobbin 
Ixx, Bet on the field—never back the favourite. 1885 7yuh 
28 May 853/2 The Great Northern Handicap. .brought out 
a better field than usual. 1888 Daily News 29 June, Pillarist 
was backed against the field. 

transf. and fig. 1860 Gen. P. THompson Azu?? Alt, III. 
exxxiii. ror To speak up for ‘ Victor Emmanuel against the 
field’, 1884 Sat. Rev. 2 Feb. 139 An historical prize will 
bring together a much larger ‘field’. 

b. Hunting. Those who take part in the sport. 
To lead the field: to be first in the chase. 

1806-7 J. Beresrorp Miseries Hum. Life (1826) 11. iv, In 
hunting .. while you are leading the field. 1830 GrevILLE 
Mem. Geo. IV (1874) 11. xiii. 77 The field which had been 
out with the King’s hounds. 1841 J. T. Hewierr Parish 
Clerk 11. 15 The hounds and huntsman, with the field at 
their heels. 1890 Sat. Rev. 1 Feb. 135/1 Fields of hunting 
and riding men are very large, 

ce. Cricket. The ‘side’ who are ‘out’ in the 
‘field’; see 9; also the players on both sides. 

1850 ‘ Bat’ Cricket Man. 51 The disposition of the field 
depends entirely upon circumstances. 1857 HucHEes Tome 
Brown i. viii, The ball..sticks.. in the fingers of his left 
hand, to the utter astonishment of himself and the whole 
field. 1859 AZZ Year Round No. 13. 305 Our field worked 
like tigers, 1862 Sorting Life 14 June, On the reappear- 
ance of the ‘field’, H. H. Stephenson took the wicket, 1882 
Daily Tel. 24 June, The first over was sent down..by Pal- 
mer..his field being arranged thus. 

ll. Cricket and Baseball, One who stands on the 
field ; one of the side that is ‘out’; a fieldsman ; 
also in names descriptive of his position in the 
field, e.g. in Cricket, + Long field to the hip (see 
quot.). Long field (+ straight) off, on (see quots. ; 
now usually Joxg off, on). In the long field: at 
the position of long field off or on. In Baseball: 
In-, out-, right-, centre-, left- field. 

1830 Miss Mitrorp V7//age Ser. 1v. (1863) 174 That exceed- 
ingly bad field... caught him out. 1833 J. Nyren Vug. 
Cricketer's Tutor (1893) 47 Long field, straight on, should 
stand at some distance out from the bowler’s wicket, to save 
two runs, Jd7d., Long field to the hip, The fieldsman 
must stand out to save two runs opposite to the popping- 
crease. IJbid., Long field, straight off, should be an active 
man. .His station is on the off-side between the bowler and 
the middle wicket. 1850 ‘Bar’ Cricket Man. 48 Long 
Field Off, On. 1859 Ald Year Round No. 13. 305 Southey 
..a good bowler and ‘field’, 1889 Pazwdine VIII. 24 The 
out-going batsman..ought to have been caught in the long 
field. /éid., A good long field. 

II. An extended surface. 

12. A large stretch; an expanse ; 

a. of sea, sky, etc. 

1608 Suaxs. Per. I. i. 37 Without covering, save yon field 
of stars. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1v. 103 The nimble 
Horsemen scour the Fields of Air. 1732 Pore ss. Man 1. 
4r Yonder argent fields above. 1813 SHELLEY (). MZaé tv. 20 
The orb of day.. o’er ocean’s waveless field Sinks sweetly 
smiling. 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V.vu. iv. 140 note, De- 
tached bars, darker or lighter than the field [of cloud] above. 

b. of ice or snow. 

1813 BAKEWELL Jxtrod. Geol. (1815) 55 Vast masses of rock 
..are sometimes enveloped in fields of ice. 1818 Sir J. Lrs- 
LIE in Edin, Rev. XXX. 16 North West Passage, A very 
wide expanse of it [salt-water ice] they call a field. 1887 
Ruski Preterita II, 178 The snows round ., are the least 
trodden of all the Mont Blanc fields. 

ce. of immaterial things; cf. 15. 

1577 GoocE Heresbach's Husb.(1586)1.7 What divinitie there 
is in it, and what a feeld of the acknowledged benefits of 
God, you have heard. 1590 GreeNr ever too late (1600) 
60 Loue had .. wrapt him in a field of woes, 1712 BLack- 
MORE Creation vi (1818) 203 Who can this Field of Miracles 
survey. 1847 L. Hunt Men Women §& B. II. xi, 265 He 
discloses to us the whole field of his ignorance, 1867 A. 
Barry Sir C. Barry vi. 190 The whole field of English 
history. 

18. The surface on which something is portrayed. 

a, Her. The surface of an escutcheon or shield 
on which the ‘charge’ is displayed. Also the 
surface of one of the divisions in the shield. 

¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 6290 Hys feld was of fyn gold, freche 
to behold, With pre lyons launchond. ¢ 1435 Vorr. Portugal 
1120 Sir Torrent ordenyth hym a sheld, It was ryche in 
every ffeld, 1572 BossewELL Armorie 11. 56 The field is 
parted per fesse embattyled. 1610 Guittim Heraldry u. ii. 
(1660) 52 The Field is the whole Surface. .of the Shield over- 
spread with some Metall, Colour, or Furre, and compre- 
hendeth in it the Charge. 1705 Hearne Codlect. 12 Dec., 
The Arms..are A field Jupiter. 1802 Rees Cycé. s.v. Bar, 
When the field is divided into four..or more equal parts, it 
is then blazoned, barry. 1839 Tennyson laine 661 Sir 
Lancelot’s azure lions.. Ramp in the field. Ke 

fig. 1893 Suaxs. Lucr. 72 This silent warre of Lillies and 
of Roses. .in her faire faces field. 1607 Hirron Ws. I. 414 
A field of sincerity, charged with deedes of piety. 

b. The groundwork of a picture, etc. 

1634 J. Bate AZyst. Nat. § Art wv. 162 How to make 
white letters in a blacke Feild. Take [etc.]. 1695 Dryprn 
tr. Du Fresnoy’s Art of Painting xlv. 51 Let the Field, or 
Ground of the Picture, be clean. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps 
vi. § 14. 175 Shadow is frequently employed as a dark field 
on which the forms are drawn. 

ec. Numism. (See quot. 1876.) 


1876 Humpnreys Coin-Coll, Man, vii. 82 The field.,is the 
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plain part of the coin not occupied by the principal figure or 
type. 1879 H. Puitiirs Votes Coins 6 The setting sun is 
illumining with his rays the whole field of the medal, 

d. Of a flag: The ground of each division. 

1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk. 301 The flags of the British 
navy were severally on a red, white, or blue field. 

+14. Green field; the green cloth of a counting 
house. Ods. (Can this be the sense in quot. 1599 ?) 

1470 Liber Niger in Househ, Ord. (1790) 51 And suche 
dayes as the Kings chappell removeth, every of these 
children then present receveth iiiid. at the grene feald [A7SS, 
in Brit. Mus. read seald, fala) of the countyng-house for 
horse hyre dayly, as longe as they be journeying. [1599 
Suaxs, Hen. V, 1. iii. 17 His Nose was as sharpe as a Pen, 
and [? zead on] a Table of greene fields.] i 

III. Area of operation or observation. 

15. An area or sphere of action, operation, or 
investigation; a (wider or narrower) range of 
opportunities, or of objects, for labour, study, or 
contemplation ; a department or subject of activity 
or speculation. 

1340 Ayend. 240 Huanne oure lhord wolde by uonded of 
be dyeule : he yede in-to desert. uor be desert of religion: 
is ueld of uondinge. 1580 SipNey Arcadia i. (1622) 19 A very 
good Orator might have a fair field to use eloquence in, if 
[etc.]. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 228 As for the increase of Vertue 
generally..it is a large Field, and to be handled by it self. 
1674 OwEN Holy Spirit (1693) 82 A large and plain Field 
doth here open it selfuntous. 1711 Appison SZect, No. 160 
Pp 4 This.. Failure .. opens a large Field of Raillery. 1750 
Beawes Lex Mercat. (1752) 2 The wide field for trade 
that now lies before us. 1807 T. THomson Chem, (ed. 3) 
Il. 143 A very interesting field of investigation. a 1862 
Buckte Civilzz, (1873) III. v. 350 The philosopher and the 
practical man..each is in his own field, supreme, 

b. (without @ or the.) Scope, opportunity, extent 
of material for action or operation. ? Ods. 

1664 DrypEN 2 7val-Ladies 1. i, Thou hast not field enough 
in thy young breast, To entertain such storms to struggle in. 
1681 TempLe JZem. 111. Wks. 1731 I. 343, I thought I had 
Field enough left for doing them good Offices to the Duke. 
1719 Swirt To Yung. Clergyman, Vhe matter .. will afford 
field enough for a divine to enlarge on. 

16. The space or range within which objects are 
visible through an optical instrument in any one 
position. 

1747 Goutp Eng. Ants 32 Kill her, and... place her Body 
on the Field of a Microscope. 1765 Marty in Phil. Trans. 
LV. 305 It filled the field of the telescope. 1812-6 J. SmitH 
Panorama Sc. & Art \. 474 The visible field is .. twenty 
degrees in diameter, 1871 TynDALt Frag. Sc. (1879) II. 
xiil. 307 Organisms. .shooting rapidly across the microscopic 
field. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch §& Clockm, 102 A very 
superior achromatic glass. . giving a. . flat field. 

b. Field of observation, view or vision: the space 
to which observation, etc. is limited. 

1812-6 J. Smitu Panorama Sc. §& Art 11. 718 The whole 
field of view through the foot-wide arch, 1817 CHALMERS 
Astron. Disc. ii, (1852) 53 That circle by which the field of 
observation is enclosed. 1855 Bain Sevses & Znt. 1. ii. § 3 
The eye can take in a wide field at once. 1859 REEVE 
Brittany 236 They are not seen in the picture, being much 
to the left of our field of view. 1862 MERIvALE Row. Emp. 
(1865) VI. lii. 300 The field of vision is overclouded. 

Jig. 1877 E.R. Conver Bas. Faith ii. 83 No scintillation 
of its existence twinkles within the field of our knowledge. 

17, Physics. The area or space under the influ- 
ence of, or within the range of, some agent. 70 de 
in, out of the field: see quot. 1884. Magnetic 
field: any space possessing magnetic properties, 
either on account of magnets in its vicinity, or on 
account of currents of electricity passing through 


or round it. 

1863 TyNDALL Heat ii. § 35 (1870) 37 The exact equivalent 
of the power employed to move the medal in the excited 
magnetic field. 1881 Maxwe tt Electr. §& Magn. 1. 45 The 
electric field is the portion of space in the neighbourhood of 
electrified bodies, considered with reference to electric phe- 
nomena. 1884 Watson & Bursury Math. Th. Electr. § 
Magn. \. 48 In physics a body which is within the range of 
the action of another body is said to be zx the field of that 
other body, and when it is so distant from that other body 
as to be sensibly out of the range of its action it is said to 
be out of the field. 

IV. attrib. and Como. 

18. General relations: a, simple attrib, (sense 1), 
as field-dew, -flower; (sense 2), as jield-craft, 
-dweller, -honour, -mate, -pastime, -properties 
(of a greyhound), -svzel/, -tent, (senses 2 and 4) 

feld-trial; (sense 4), as field-crop, -gate, -hedge, 
-husbandry, -path, -rent, -road, -seed, -stones ; 
(sense 7), as field-battalion, -cap, -duties, -equip- 
ment, -evolutions, -exercise, -insignia, -movements, 
-service, -troops, -watch. '. objective (sense 4), as 


field-purging ppl. adj. ¢. locative (sense 4), as 
jieldfaring ppl. adj. 

1875 G. P. Cottey in Eucycl. Brit. 11. 596/x An infantry 
regiment [in the Prussian army] has three *field battalions. 
1888 Sir M. Mackenzie Frederick the Noble viii. 1440 He 
wore the ample blue cloak of the Prussian Cavalry, with fur 
cape and “field cap. 1887 Pall Mall G. 26 Sept. 5/2 No 
one. .expects to fill his bag save by *field-craft. 1860 GossE 
Rom. Nat. Hist. (1866) 105 The injuries done. .in our *field- 
crops. 1889 Daily News 16 Dec. 7/1 Indian agricultural 
field crop seeds. 1890 Suaxs. Mids. N. v. i. 422 With this 
*field dew consecrate. 1844 Regul. § Ord. Army 127 Sub- 
ordinate Officers understand their *Field Duties. 1575 in 
Russia at close 16th C. (Hakluyt Soc.) Introd. 9 The.. 
Tartars are barbarowse and *fyilde dwellers. 1808 WELLING- 
TON in Gurw. Desf. IV. 29 A “field equipment with a pro- 
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portion of horses. 3875 G. P. Cottey in Eucycl. Brit. 11. 
579/2 The war establishment of a field equipment troop is 6 
officers and 233 men. 1853 SrocquELerR Milit. Encycl., 
A regiment is .. instructed in the *field exercise and evolu- 
tions. 1892 Pall Mall G. 8 Dec, 2/1 A sketch of *fieldfaring 
women, 1653 WALTON Azgler 214 *Field-flowers. .perfum’d 
the air. 1825 Lytron adkland 59, I see him ,. gathering 
the field-flowers, 1891 S.C. Scrivener Our Fields & Cities 
33, I was .. glad to see the horse turning towards a *field- 
gate, 1823 in Cobbett Rus, Rides (1885) 1. 399 A *field- 
hedge and bank. 1737 M. Green Sfleen (1738) 5 *Field- 
honours ,. Atchiev’d by leaping hedge and ditch, 1760 J. 
Exior (¢7¢/e), Essays upon *Field- Husbandry in New Eng. 
land. 1823 J. Bapcock Dom, Amusem. 34 This stick, or 
baton. .became the *field insignia of a general. 1786 Burns 
Brigs of Ayr 36 The feather’d *field-mates, bound by Na- 
ture’s tie. 1798 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf, I, 12 Wellesley 

.. practising them in combined *field movements. 18.. 
Worpsw. Sovnets (1838) 151 To chase mankind, with men 
in armies packed For his *field-pastime. 1722 Dre For Cod. 
Fack (1840) 66 It was agreed to spread from the “*field- 
path to the road way. 1847 Mary Howitt Bad/ads 294 
Through old field-paths we'll wander. 1883 Cham, Frnt. 
305 ‘Lhe. .*field properties of a greyhound, 1601 WEEVER 
Mirr, Mart. EK vj b, *Feeld-purging Februarius. 1580 
Hottysanp Treas. Fr. Tong, Champart, *fielde rent. 1864 
H. Spencer Jdlustr, Univ, Progr. 418 While along the *field- 
roads .. the movement is the slowest. 1888 Dasly News 
1x Sept. 2/5 A fair amount of business is now being trans- 
acted in *field seeds. 1656 J. HARRINGTON Oceana 57 
The Youth for *field-service .. armed and under continual 
Discipline. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 118 
On fiéld service..the same duties are enjoined. 1818 SHEL- 
LEY Rosalind 1110 *Field smells known in infancy. 1799 
J. Rozertson Agric. Perth, *Field stones..were gathered 
off the land, where it seemed to be fit for tillage. 1892 Frn/. 
Archzol. Inst. No. 194. 155 Small field-stones concreted 
with sticky gravel. 1755 SMOLLETT Qyzx, (1803) IV. 174 
Among these trees we have pitched some *field-tents. 1849 
Jounston Ex. Agric. 60 Such *field-trials as appear to me 
likely to throw light upon it. 1875 G, P. Cottey in Zxcyc/, 
Brit. U1, 5953/2 *Field troops [in the Prussian army] in peace 
time form the standing army. 1871 Dazly News 13 Jan. 
The last intermittent French *fieldwatch is definitely ascer- 
tained to have quitted Bondy. 1883 Srrsoum Lng. Village 
Comm, i, (1884) 4 A common *fieldway gives access to the 
strips. 

19. Prefixed to the names of many animals, birds, 
and insects, often in the sense of ‘ wild’, to indicate 
a species found in the open country as opposed to 
house or town, as field-ass, -cricket, -mouse, -rat, 
-slug, -spider ; field-duck, the little bustard (O¢zs 
tetrax) found chiefly in France; field-finch (see 
quot.); field-lark (A4J/auda arvensis); field- 
martin (7yrannus carolinensis); field-plover 
(U.S.), a name for two species of plover, and for 
a sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda); field-spar- 
row (U.S.) (Spizella pusilla or S. agrestis); field- 
titling, +-tortoise (jocu/ar), -vole (see quots.). 

1382 Wycuir Yer. ii. 24 A *feld asse vsid in wildernesse. 
1600 E, Brounr Hosp. Juc. Fooles A iv, Those *field- 
Crickets..play the parrats so notably, 1868 Woop //omes 
without H. viii. 161 The black-bodied Field Cricket (A cheta 
campestris). 1892 W. H. Hupson La Plata 185 The *field- 
finch, Sycalis Zuteola. 1380 Barrt Aly. M 531 A *field mouse 
with along snoute, 1861 Mrs. Norton Lady La G., 69 The 
small field-mouse, with wide transparent ears, Comes softly 
forth, 1862 Turner Herbal u. 60 b, The roote of Myrrhis 
dronken in wyne helpeth the bytynges of *feldespyders. 
1647 H. More Song of Soul iv. vi, Unlesse that wiser men 
make’t the field-spiders loom. 1864 J. C. Atkinson Pro- 
vincial names of Birds, * Field Titling, sb., Prov. name for 
the Tree Pipit, Axthus arboreus, 1708 Motreux Rabelais 
iv. Ixiii, A *Field-Tortoise, alzas, eclip’'d a Mole. 1868 
Woop Homes without H. xxxi. 598 The Short-tailed Field 
Mouse otherwise termed Campagnol or *Field Vole (A7v- 
cola arvensts). 

20. In many names of plants growing in the 
fields, as field-bindweed, -forget-me-not, -mush- 
room, -rhubarb, etc.; field-ash (Pyrus azcu- 
paria); field-basil: see Basti 1 2; field-brome- 
grass (Bromus arvensis); field-cypress: see 
Cypress! 2b; field-kale (S%vapis arvensis) ; 
field-madder, +(a) rosemary, (6) a common 
modern book-name for Sherardia arvensts; field- 
nigella or nigel-weed (Lychnis Githago) ; field- 
southernwood (Artemisia campestris); field- 
weed (Anthemis Cotula, also Erigeron philadel- 
phicum) (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884); + field-wood, 
?gentian (? = OE. feldwyrt). 

1578 Lyte Dodoens vi. 1xx. 748 *Feelde Ashe, 1866 Teas. 
Bet, 118 *Field balm, Calamintha Nepeta. 1825 Loupon 
Encycl. Agric. § 4962. 798 The *field-beet, commonly called 
the mangold-wiirzel. 1861 Miss Prarr /lower. Pi. IV. 17 
*Field Bindweed..this plant is one of the most troublesome 
weeds, 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) 1. 369 
The .. “field-brome grass .. is found in some of the best 
pastures. Jia. I, 151 The..large red *Field Carrot, was 
the only variety employed for agricultural purposes in Eng- 
land. “1578 Lyre Dodoens 1. xviii, 28 Called. .in English. 3 
Ground Pyne. .and *field Cypres. 1867 Sowrrsy Eng. Bot, 
VII. 105 *Field Forget-me-not. 1861 Miss Pratr Flower. 
Pi. IV. 6 *Field Gentian..contains in every part of it some 
of the tonic bitter principle common to the tribe. ¢ 1000 
Durham Gloss. in Sax. Leechd. 111. 305/1 Rosmarinum, 
sun deav & bothen & *feld medere. 186r Miss Pratr 
Flower. Pl, W11. 144 Field Madder, Corolla funnel-shaped. 
1832 Veg. Subst. Food 331 The *Field Mushroom .. is the 
only species. .cultivated in this country, 1578 Lyre Dodoens 
ut. xi, 160 Cockle or *fielde Nigelweede, hath straight .. 
stemmes. 1591 PeRcIvALL SA. Dict., Leche de gallina, white 
*field onion, 1868 Hereman Parton's Bot. Dict., *Field 
Rhubarb, 1838 Ciarxe in Proc, Berw. Nat, Club I. 163 
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The bank was..enamelled with. .the barren Strawberry and 
the *Field-Rush. 186 Miss Pratr Flower. Pl. 1V. 48 
*Field Scorpion-grass .. the whole plant is rough with 
spreading bristles. 1597 Grerarpe Herbal 11. ix. § 3. 190 
Common Mustarde, or *fielde Senuie. 1776 WiTHERING 
Brit. Plants (1796) II. 709 *Field Southernwood. 1861 
Miss Pratt Flower, Pl. 111, 262 Field Southernwood .. is 
a very rare plant .. The involucre is of a purplish-brown 
colour. 1826 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 411 
The *field-star of Bethlehem,—a sort of large hyacinth of 
the hue of the misletoe. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 262 The 
*feldwode and verveine, Of herbes ben nought better 
tweine. 1861 Miss Prarr Flower. Pi. III. 159 *Field 
Woodruff. .the flowers are bright blue, /é7d. V. 300 * Field 
Wood Rush .. a common plant. .has a straight unbranched 
stem. 

21. Special comb.: field-abbot (see quot.); 
field-allowance, an allowance to an officer, and 
sometimes to a private, on active service, to meet 
the increased expenses attendant thereupon ; field- 
artillery, light ordnance fitted for travel and 
for active operations in a campaign; +} field-bar, 
the border or limit of the field in a telescope 
(see 16); field-battery, a battery of field-guns ; 
+ field-battle, a sham-fight ; + field-beast, an 
animal used for draught or for ploughing, in //, 
cattle; + field-bishop, transl. Fr. évégue des champs, 
one who is hanged in chains; +field-breadth, 
-brode, a short distance; field-cannon = feld 
ptece; field-carriage, the carriage for a field-gun, 
its ammunition, etc. ; field-club, an association for 
the study of Natural History by outdoor observa- 
tion ; field-colours (/7/7/.), small flags for marking 
out the ground for the squadrons and battalions ; 
also the colours used by an army when in the field 
(cf. camp colours); field-cornet, ‘ the magistrate of 
a township in the Cape colony’ (Simmonds, 1858); 
whence field-cornetcy, the territory under the 
jurisdiction of a field-cornet; field-culverin, a 
culverin for use in the field of battle (cf. field-piece); 
+ field-deputy, a representative attached to an 
army in the field; field-derrick (see quot.) ; +field- 
devil, used by Coverdale, after Ger. feldteufel 
(Luther), as transl. of Heb, DPW sativim (A.V, 
‘satyrs’); field-dressing, appliances for dressing 
a wound in the field; field-driver (see quots.) ; 
+ field-fight, a fight in the open, a pitched battle ; 
field-fleck, ? once-wd.,a ‘spot’ of land; + field- 
foot, ? the right foot (of a hawk); field-fort (see 
quot.) ; field-fortification, the constructing of 
field-works ; also concrv. a fieldwork ; field-geolo- 
gist, a geologist who studies by observation in 
the field; field-gun = fre/d-piece; whence field- 
gunner; field-hand, (a) a slave who works on a 
plantation; (4) a farm-labourer; field-hospital, 
(@) a moving hospital ; an ambulance; (4) a tem- 
porary hospital erected near a field of battle; 
field-ice, ice that floats in large tracts; + field- 
keeper, a scarer of birds from cornfields; field- 
kirk (Antig.; repr. O.E. feldcirice) a chapel or 
oratory in the fields; field-lens = FIELD-GLASS 3 ; 
field-lore, knowledge gained from the fields; 
field-magnet (see quot.); + field-man, one who 
lives or works in the fields, (a) a field labourer, 
a peasant, also attrib.; (0) a lover of field sports ; 
+ field-mark, a badge or mark for identification 
in the field; field-master (/z¢zng), master of 
the hounds; field-naturalist, a naturalist who 
studies by outdoor observation; field-net v., 
trans. to catch (ground game) with nets in the 
fields; field-notes, notes made in the field, e.g. 
by a surveyor, naturalist, etc.; field-park, ‘the 
spare carriages, reserved supplies of ammunition, 
tools, etc. for the service of an army in the field’ 
(Wilhelm JZz?7. Dict.) ; field-piece, a light cannon 
for use on a field of battle; + field-place, a level 
place, a plain; cf. Firnpya.; field-plot, (a) a 
plan of a field or piece of land drawn toa 
scale; (6) a plot of land; + field-pondage (see 
quot.); field-practice, ‘military practice in the 
open field’ (Ogilv.); field-ranger (see quot.); 
whence, field-ranging wv/. sb., attrib, (see quot.) ; 
field-reeve (see quots.) ; field-roller, arollerdrawn 
over a ploughed field to crush the clods and level 
the ground; * field-room, -roomth, open or un- 
obstructed space; also fig.; + field-sconce, a de- 
tached earthwork; + field-separation, cod/ect. in 
Sc. Hist. separatists who attend field-conventicles ; 
field-show = /ield-trial; field-sketching, ‘the art 
or act of sketching in plan rapidly, while in the 
field, the natural features of a country’ (Cass.) ; 
field-sports, outdoor sports, esp. hunting; + field- 
staff (see quots.) ; } field-teacher, an instructor in 
military exercises; field-telegraph, one used in 
military operations; field train (see quots.); field- 
trial, a trial in the open field, esp. of hunting-dogs, 
} field-ware, produce of the fields; the crops; 
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field-whore, a ‘very common whore’ (Halliwell) ; 
field-wife, (a) sonce-wd. (see quot. and Gen. xxxiy. 
1, 2); (2) = next; field-woman, a woman who 
works in the fields; cf. feld-man; + field-word, 
a battle-cry, a watch-word. Also, FIELD-coNn- 
VENTICLE, FIELD-DAY, FIELD-MARSHAL, etc. 


1833 Penny Cycl, I. 13/1 *Field-Abbots .. were secular 
persons, upon whom the sovereign had bestowed certain 
abbeys, for which they were obliged to render military 
service, 1853 STocguELER AJitit. Encycl., Certain extra 
allowances are granted to them [officers], according to 
their several ranks, and these are denominated “field allow- 
ances. 1644 Evetyn Mem, (1857) I. 123 Two pieces of 
*field-artillery upon carriages. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn, Educ, 
III. 308 The broad distinction between the field-artillery 
and the garrison-artillery. 1771 MAskELYNE in Phi/, Trans. 
LXI, 538 Let ENWS..represent the *field-bar of the 
telescope. 1875 tr. Comte de Paris’ Hist. Civ. War Amer. 
I. 450 Several *field-batteries erected in the vicinity of the 
arsenal. 1697 LurrretL Brief Red, (1857) 1V. 255 On 
Wensday next will be..a “feild battle. 1382 Wyciir 
Num. xxxii. 26 Oure.. *feeldbeestis, and howsbeestis 
we shulen leeue. 1660 R. Coke Power § Subj. 185 
A freeman who hath Field-beasts valued at thirty pence, 
shall pay a Peter-peny. 1708 Motrevux Raéelais, Pantag. 
Prognost, v, One of those Worthy Persons will gc nigh to 
be made a *Field-Bishop, and, mounted on a Hurse that 
was foal’d of an Acorn, give the Passengers a Blessing with 
his Legs. 1535 CoveRDALE 2 A7vzgs v. 19 He was gone from 
him a *felde bredth in the londe. — Gen. xxxv. 16 Whan 
he was yet a *felde brode from Ephrath, 1865 CarLyLe 
Fredk, Gt. V. xix. v. 505 With only *field-cannon, 1871 
(¢z¢e), Transactions of the Newbury District *Field Club, 
1875 G. C, Davies (¢it/e), Rambles and Adventures of our 
School Field-Club, x17zx Battey, */zeld colours. 1812 
A. Pirumtre Lichtenstein's Trav. 1, 67 *Field-cornet .. a 
magistrate who decides in the first instance little disputes 
that arise among the colonists. 1863 W. C, Batpwin A/*, 
Hunting 231, I was asked by a field-cornet what I had in 
my wagon. 1890 Pall Mall G. 20 Jan, 2/1 Her [the Dutch 
housewife’s] brandy liqueur is the praise of the county—or 
rather the ‘*field-cornetcy, 1684 J. Peter Siege Vienna 
tog Long *Field-Culverin. 1706 Lond, Gaz. No. 4280 
Messieurs Van Collen and Cuper, two of their High Mighti- 
nesses *Field-Deputies. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 838/2 
*Kield-derrick, one used for stacking hay in the field. 1535 
CovERDALE 2 Chron, xi. 15 He founded prestes to y® hye 
places, & to *feldedeuels. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., *Field- 
dressing. 1826 Cusuinc Newburyport 119 *Field Drivers, 
Moses Somerby, Charles Toppan. 1835 M/nnicip. Corp. 1st 
Rep. App. tv. 2109 The Field Drivers [of Bedford] perform 
the duties of a hayward. 1860 BARTLETT Americanisms, 
Field-driver, a civil officer, whose duty it is to take up and 
impound swine, cattle, sheep, horses, etc. going at large in 
the public highways [etc.], 1888 Bryce Amer. Commuw. II, 
11, xlviii. 229 Hog reeves (now usually called field drivers), 
1600 Hottanp Livy 129 Rather a competent guard for 
defence of the campe, then a sufficient power to maintain 
a *field-fight. 1653 H. More Amtid. Ath. m. xii. (1712) 
124 Field-fights and sea-fights seen in the Air, 1892 
Miss J. Bartow /rish [dylls iii. 32 A meagre *field-fleck 
and a ramshackle shanty on the hill’s wan grey slope. 
1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1610/4 Lost..a Tarsell Gentle with 
.. the hind Pounce of the *Field-Foot lost. 1775 Asn, 
*Field-ort, a tort towards the field; a fort thrown up ina 
field, 1851 J. S, Macauay Yield Fortification 6 Those .. 
only wanted for periods not exceeding one or two campaigns 
--are termed */ield Fortifications, 1856 OLmsTED Slave 
States 46 Able-bodied *field-hands were hired out .. at the 
rate of one hundred dollars a year. 1879 FrouDE Czsar ix. 
gt These slaves were not ignorant field bande: r7or Lond. 
Gaz, No. 3713/3 Their *Field-Hospital is arrived here. 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 635 Movable 
field hospitals .. to be made of tents. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. II. 13 The *field-ice is of two or three fathoms thickness. 
1875 BeprorD Sailor's Pocket-bk, iv. (ed. 2) 118 The limits 
of field-ice in March extend from Newfoundland to the 
Southward as far as 42° N. latitude. 1620 MarKHam Farew. 
usb, (1625) 95 If your *Field-keeper .. doe vse to shoot off 
a Musket, or Harquebush, the report thereof will appeare 
more terrible to these enemies of corne. 1772 T. Simpson 
Vermin Killer 19 Field-keepers are necessary just before 
the corn is ripe. a1035 Laws Cnut, Eccl, 1x. iil. (Thorpe), 
*Feld-cirice, bar lezer-stow ne siz, mid prittizum scillingum, 
1857 Mrs. Gasket C, Bronte (1860) 4 It is probable that 
there existed on this ground a field-kirk .. in the earliest 
times. 1837 Gorinc & PritcHarD JZicrogy. 207 The said 
slider-holder, with its *field-lens, 1891 S. P. THompson 
Dynamo-El. Mach, (ed. 4) 2 Every dynamo. .consists of two 
essential parts, a */ield-magnet, usually a massive stationary 
structure of iron surrounded by coils of insulated copper wire, 
and an armature .. Vhe function of the field-magnet is to 
provide a magnetic field of great extent and intensity. c 1440 
Secrees 154 Wylde letus pat *feldmen clepyn skarioles, 14.. 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 692 Hec rustica, afeldman wyfe. ¢1475, 
Babees Bk, (1868) 7 Kutte nouhte youre mete eke as it were 
Felde men. ¢1575 Balfour's Practicks (1754) 536 Feild-men 
quha has mair nor four ky. 1811 Sir P. Warwick in Hone 
Every-day Bk. \1. 146 He was. .a laborious hunter, or field- 
man. 1689-90 Proc. agst. French in Select. Hart. Misc. (1793) 
478 A detachment. .landed .. the *field-mark being matches 
about their left arms. 1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1525/4 A brown 
bay Gelding..a Field mark of Tar on the Hip. 1893 Daily 
Tel. 14 Nov. 5/5 Lord Robert Manners. . was acting as *field- 
master. 1789 Monracu Let. in G, White Sedborne (1877) I. 
236 You are a *field-naturalist. 1890 J. Watson Covtfess. 
Poacher v. 62 In *field-netting rabbits, lurchers are equally 
quick, 1860 BarTLett Americanisms, *Field-notes. 1875 
G, P. Cottey in Encycl. Brit. 11. 5790/2 All tools and im- 
plements for a company of engineers, and a ‘ *field-park’. 
1590 J. SMYTHE Concern. Weapons 35 And the next day he 
entered the towne and brought in foure and twentie *field 
peeces, 1863 KinGLaKe Crimea (1876) I. xiv. 276 A couple 
of field-pieces stood pointed towards the barricade, 1382 
Wycur Luke vi. 17 Jhesu..stood ina *feeld place. 1659 
Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 470 All original maps, *field- 
plots, and field books, 1884 Zag. Art Mar. 215/2 The 
velvety green of spring-watered field-plots, 1612 SruRTE- 


vANT Metallica (1854) 96 *Field-pondage, is a kind of . 








FIELD-BOOK. 


Pipeage, which. .conueigheth..water into seuerall pastures 
..and fields, and .. leaueth a pond of water for cattle 
and beasts to drink in. 1885 Pad? Mall G. 17 June 6/1 
‘*Field Rangers’ is a term applied to ‘speculative builders” 
of the lowest class. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss., 
* Field-ranging Houses, hastily and badly built structures 
erected on the outskirts of all large towns and cities by 
‘jerry-builders’. 1617 Nottingham Rec. 1V. 354 Ouer- 
seers of the feild.or *Field Reeues. 1881 2nd Suppl. 
Cumbrld, Gloss., Field Reeve, a person having charge of 
a stinted pasture belonging to different owners. 1607 Row- 
LANDS Famous Hist. 48 We will not make our prison in this 
place, As long as there is *field-room to be got. 1612 
Drayton Poly-olb, xii, 204 Falling backe where they Might 
field-roomth find at large, their ensignes to display. 1672 
Dryden Cong. Granada iv.i, Which Hearts, for want of 
Field-room, cannot bear. 1673 — Marr. a-da-mode 11. i, It 
is tolerable when a man has field-room to run from it. 1 
Cart. J. S. Fortification 123 *Field-Skonces, and others 
Forts with Ramparts. 1680 G, Hickres Sfzrit of Popery 
Pref. 1 Scottish-Nonconformists, especially those of the 
*Field-Separation. 1851 J. S. Macautay /7zeld Fortif. 245 
It is presumed that the beginner in *field-sketching has 
already learned tocopy plans. 1674 Essex Papers (Camden) 
I. 210 “Field sports, of wet I have ever bin a Lover. 1814 
Scott Wav. iv, Field-sports..the chief pleasure of his own 
youthful days. x172r Battey, */veld staff, a Staff carried 
by Gunners, in which they skrew lighted Matches. 1847 
Craic, Field-staf7, a weapon carried by gunners, about the 
length of a halberd, with aspear at the end, having on 
each side ears screwed on, like the cock of a matchlock, 
where lighted matches are contained when the gunners 
are on command. 1623 BincHam Comfpar. Rom. & Mod. 
Warres Xijb, Where are our *Field-teachers? Where is 
our daily meditation of Armes? 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 
839/r The *field-telegraph of the German army consists of 
[etc.]. 18753 G. P. Cottey in Encycl. Brit. 11. 597/2 The 
field telegraph detachments .. are trained in peace time to 
everything connected with telegraphy. 1816 C. JAMES 
Milit, Dict. s.v. Train, *Field-train, a. body of men con- 
sisting chiefly of commissaries and conductors of stores, 
which belong to the Royal Artillery. 1864 Burton Scot 
Abr, I. iv. 156 A field-train of unusual strength for those 
times. 31562 J. Hrywoop Prov. § Epigr. (1867) 75 *Feelde 
ware might sinke or swym. 1750 Exuis Mod. Husbandm. 
ul. ii. 136 The farmer’s corn, and other of his field ware. 
1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 794 Hec rustica, a *fyld- 
wyfe. xrs9r H. Smitu Prep. Marriage 35 Not a street-wife, 
like Thamar, nor a field-wife, like Dinah; but a house-wife. 
x891 T. Harpy Jess I. 171 A field-man is a personality 
afield; a *field-woman is a portion of the field. 1645 in 
Rushw. 7st. Coll. (1701) 1v. I. 42 ‘The *Field-word for the 
King was Queen Mary: For the Parliament God our 
Strength. az693 Urquuart Rabelais 1. x. 83 Apollo was 
the Field-word in the.. Day of that Fight. 


Field (fzld), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. intr. To go into the field (see Fieup sd. 2); 
of a pigeon: To obtain its food from the field. 

1868 Darwin Anim. §& Pl. II. 32 Highly improved breeds 
of the pigeon will not ‘field’ or search for their own food. 

2. trans. a. To leave (corn) in the field to harden, 
b. ¢ransf. To expose (malt-wash or gyle in casks) to 
the action of the air and sun to promote oxidation. 

1844 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. V.1. 267 [The oats] after being 
well fielded, were thrashed immediately. 

+ 3. a. tntr. To ‘take the field’ (see FIELD sd, 7) ; 


to fight, b. ¢rans. To fight with. Ods. 

1529 LynpEsay Comzf/. 355 And feildit vther, in land and 
burgh. 1535 Stewart Croxz. Scot. II. 598 How King Mal- 
colme and the Danis feildit agane. 1536 BELLENDEN Cvom, 
Scot. (1821) I. 135 It was defendit .. to feild the Romanis 
with plane battall. 1590SpENsER /. Q. 11. vi. 29 Who, soone 
prepard to field, his sword forth drew. 

4. intr. To bet on the field (see FIELD sd. Io a) 


against the favourite. 

1886 Dazly News 4 June 3/3 A marked disposition to 
‘field’ on the Grand Prize of Paris. 1890 /é7d. 19 June 6/1 
The professionals fielded staunchly. 

5. a. intr. To actas fielder in base-ball, cricket, 
etc. b. ¢vans. To stop and return (the ball). 

1824 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 41 Batting, 
bowling, and fielding, as if for life. 1880 S. Lakeman What 
I sawin Kafir-Land 57 They fielded for the cannon-shot.. 
as though they were cricket-balls. 1883 Dazly Te/. 21 Aug., 
The ball being sharply fielded at cover-point, JZod. Well 
fielded, Sir! 

Fieldage (fzldédz). rave. [f. as prec. + -AGE.] 
(See quot.) ; 

1880 Fersey Weekly Press 23 Oct. 21/6 The fieldage or 
twelfth sheaf.. upon a portion of land situate on the said 


fief. 
Fie'ld-bed. 
1. A portable or folding bed chiefly for use in the 


field ; a camp or trestle bedstead. 

1580 HottyBanp Treas, Mr. Tong., Lict de cami, a fielde 
bed. ¢1590 GREENE Fy, Bacon v.10 A fair field-bed with 
acanopy. 1709 Strype Anz. Ref I. lv. 604 The Spanyard 
.. made his brags, that he had turned the English ensigns 
into Spanish field-beds, 1728 Dre For Caft. Carleton (1841) 
33 He ordered his field-bed to be put up near the powder. 

2. A bed in the open field or upon the ground. 

1592 SHAks. Rom. & Ful. u.i. 40 Ile to my truckle bed, 
This Field-bed is to cold for me to sleepe. 1645 G. DANIEL 
Poems Wks. 1878 Il. 42 The night is fled, and Daye’s best 
Chorister Kickes his feild-Bed with Scorne. *754 A. Murray 
Gray's-I[nn Frnul, No. 100 He was making his Brags that 
he had been in a Field-bed with a young Lady, whose 
brother was present. : 

attrib, 1899 MassinceER, etc. Old Law tv. ii, A ‘strumpet’ 
and a ‘whore’..And such fine field-bed words, 


Fie'ld-book. 
1. ‘A book for use in the field. 
a. The book in which a land-surveyor notes 


down the measurements as taken in the field, 


FIELD-CONVENTICLE. 


1616 A. RatHBorne Susveyor 136 The order of making of 
a necessary and fitting Field-booke. 1685 Petry W7//p. vii, 
Maps and field-books, the copies of the Downe-survey. 1777 
Barniby Inclos. Act 9 A proper field book of the said town- 
ship. 1807 Hutton Course Math. 11. 64 Enter the measures 
in a field-book. 

b. A botanist’s or naturalist’s book for preserv- 
ing collected specimens while in the field. 

1848 W. Garpiner Vlora of Forfarshire 56 To preserve 
good specimens, the collector would require to be provided 
witha field-book. 1849 BaLrour Max. Bot. § 1229 (1855) 659. 

2. (See quot.) 

1853 Lytron My Novel ut. xxix, My great-grandfather 
kept a Field-Book, in which were entered. .the names of all 
the farmers, and the quantity of land they held. 

Fie:ld-conve'nticle, An open-air religious 
meeting. See CONVENTICLE 4 ¢, 

1678 MarvELt Corr. ccclxi. Wks. 1872-5 II. 631 They [the 
Scots] still continue their .. field conventicles. a@1715 [see 
ConvENTICLE sé. 4c]. @1806 C. J. Fox Hist. 129 The 
punishment of death ..had formerly attached upon the 
preachers at field conventicles only. 

transf. 1711 SHAFTESB. Charac. (1737) I. 2t If we had .. 
grave officers and judges, erected to restrain poetical licence 
..we shou’d have field-conventicles of lovers and poets. 

Hence Fie‘ld-conve-nticle v., z¢v., to frequent 
or hold field-conventicles. Fie:ld-conve‘nticler, 
one who attends or frequents field-conventicles. 

1680 G. Hicxes Spirit of Popery Pref. 3 They [the Scotch] 
began to Field-Conventicle. /é7d.67 ¥1s populi vindicatum, 
and Naphthali are the Pocket-books of the Field-Conven- 
ticlers. 1687 Lond. Gaz, No. 2221/1 Those Enemies of 
Christianity as well as Government and Humane Society, 
The Field-Conventiclers. 

Fie‘ld-day:. 

1. M1. A day on which troops are drawn up for 
exercise in field evolutions; a military review. 

1747 Scheme Equip. Men of War 32 These periodical 
Intervals of eating and drinking .. are to the Citizens as it 
were Field Days, for improving..their Valour. 1832 Regu. 
Instr, Cavalry 11. 62 Almost every movement at a Field 
Day should be followed by an Advance in Line. 1869 E. A. 
Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 624 Our present field-days 
represent the very acme and culminating point of war. 

b. ¢ransf. and fig. A day occupied with brilliant 
or exciting events. 

1848 THackeray Bk. Snobs xx, The mean pomp and 
ostentation which distinguish our banquets on grand field- 
days. 1857 Hucues Tow Brown u. viii, This-terrible field- 
day passed over without any severe visitations in the shape 
of punishments. 1864 Knicur Passages Work. Life 1. i. 
209 Thursday. ,is to be a great field-day in the Commons. 

2. A day spent in the field. 

a. Hunting. A day on which the hunt meets. 

1823 Byron ¥au x11. cvili, Sometimes a dance (though 
oN on field days, For then the gentlemen were rather 
tired). 

b. ‘ A day when explorations, scientific investiga- 
tions, etc., as of a society, are carried on in the 
field’ (Cent. Dict.). 


Fielded (frldéd), 2/7. a. 
-ED 1.] 

1. Engaged in a field of battle; fighting in the 
open field, as opposed to ‘ protected by a fort’. 

1607 Suaxs. Cor. 1. iv. 12 We with smoaking swords may 
march from hence To helpe our fielded Friends. 1808 J. 
Bartow Colwmb. v.760 Untrench’d..they dare oppose Their 
fielded cohorts to the forted foes. 

2. Cricket. Of a ball: Stopped and returned from 
the field. Also ¢ransf. 

1884 AnstEy Giant's Robe xxxviii, 1 can hold on till the 
night itself, Bertie, my boy!’ with a cleverly fielded yawn. 
Mod. That was a well fielded ball! ~ 

+ Fielden, a. and sb: Obs. 
[f. Frecp 5d.+-mn4.] A. adj. 

1. Level and open. 

1604 Epmonps Odserv. Czsar’s Comm. 110 Footemen are 
not onely of importance in fielden countries, but are neces- 
rarie also in mountenous or woodie places. 1669 WoRLIDGE 
Syst, Agric. (1681) 15 Wheat in the Fielden Country is 
subject to Mildews. C 

2. Consisting of fields. 

1623 Favine Theat, Hon. 11. ii. 336 The whole Uniuersitie 
being then a fielden and woodie Wildernesse. 

3. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of the field 
(see FrELD sd, 2); rural, rustic. 

1620 tr. Boccaccio’s Decameron 161 Of a fielden clownish 
lout he would needs now become a judge of beauty. 1620 
Brinstey Virgil 58/2 Now will I meditate a fielden Muse 
(viz. a pastorall song) with my slender reed. 1623 FAvINE 
Theat. Hon. vu. xiii. 271 With Fagot-sticks they erected a 
poore Fielden Lodging. . 

B. absol. or sh. Field land. 

1621-51 Burton Axat. Mel. u. il, 111. 261 Our Townes are 

enerally bigger in the woodland than the fieldone. 1649 
Piigin Eng. Improv. Inipr. (1653) 15 Those that use to fetch 
their seed out of Chilterne into other parts or Countries of 
the Fieldon. 1712 J. Morton Wat. Hist. Northampt. 7 
Tillage-land, or Fielden. 

Fielder (fflde1). [f Freup sd. and v. + -mr 1.] 

+1. One who works in the field (see FimLp 
sb. 4). Obs. 

1393 Lancu. P. Pl. C. xvut. 103-Folke bobe sowers [v. » 
felders] and shupmen. ; 

2,. Sporting. One who backs the field against the 
fayourite, 

1853 Wuyte Metvitte Digdy Grand I. vi, | accommodate 
a vociferous fielder with six to four in hundreds, 

3. Cricket and Baseball, = FIELDSMAN, 


[f. FIELD v. + 


Also fieldon(e. 
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Fieldfare ({zldfée1), Forms: 1 feldeware, 
4-7 feld(e)fare, (4 feldyfare., feldifer, 5-7 
fel(e)fare, 6 feldifair, 7 felfar, feldefer, velde- 
fare, 8 feldifire, 9 fell-fare, a7a/. felverd), 7— 
fieldfare. [ME. fe/defare (4 syll. in Chaucer) :—? 
OE. *feldefare (miswritten feldewar, only once oc- 
curring). Of obscure formation; app. it means 
‘field-goer’, f. feld FIELD + far- (see FARu v.) ; but 
the presence of the middle syllable is not accounted 
for, and this, with the divergent spelling in the OE. 
gloss, suggests possibility of corruption from popular 
etymology. 

Not related to OE. feala-, feolufor, of unknown origin, in 
glosses rendering ovocrotalus (pelican), porphyrio (some 
water-bird), and forvax (of unknown meaning). This must 
have been the name of some /arg bird.] 

A species of Thrush ( Zurdus pilaris), well known 
as a regular and common autumnal visitor through- 
out the British Islands. 

azzoo Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 287 Scorellus, clodhamer and 
feldeware. c1325 Gloss.in Rel. Ant. II. 78 The feldefare, Za 
greue. c1350 Will, Palerne 183 Fesauns & feldfares. ¢1381 
Cuaucer Parl. Foules 364 The frosty feldefare. cx1450 
Ho.iianp Howlat 228 The Feldifer in the forest. 1562 
Turner Herbal u. 25 a, At the tyme of yeare the feldefares 
fede only of Iuniper berries the people Eate the feldefares 
undrawen. 1634 T. Jounson Parey’s Chirurg. xxv. xxii. 
(1678) 621 It feeds on pepper, as the... Felfars with us do upon 
Ivy-berries. 21670 Hacker Adp. Williams 1. (1692) 82 Such 
long wing’d hawks were not to be cast of to fly after field- 
fares. 1694 Acct. Sweden 7 Small Birds. .of the bigness of 
Veldefares. 1785 Cowper Weedless Alarm 20 Berries... With 
which the field-fare, wintry guest, is fed. 1810 Scorr Lady 
of L, 1. v, The fieldfare framed her lowly nest. 1852 M. 
ArnoLtp Poems, Tristram & Iseult, Hollies ..With scarlet 
berries gemm/’d, the fell-fare’s food. 

attrib, 1681 CHETHAM Angler's Vade-m. xxxv. § 3 (1689) 
227 The Feather of a Felfare quill. 

b. Proverb. (See FAREWELL zt. 2 b.) 

€1374, C1400 [see FAREWELL]. 1560 Rottanp Crt, Venus 
Iv. 718 Gude nicht now feldifair, Fair on fond fuill. 

Fieldful (ffldful). [f. Fre. sd.+-run.] As 
much as will grow in a field. 

1889 Cornh. Mag. July 51 A single frost will turn a whole 
fieldful black. 

Field-glass. [f. Fimxp sd. + Guass.] 

1. A binocular telescope for use in the field. 

1836 WELLINGTON Le?, 8 Oct. in Stanhope Conversations, 
I send you one of my field-glasses. 1880 Ourpa Moths I. 20 
A prolonged gaze through a friend’s field-glass. 

2. ‘A small achromatic telescope, usually from 
20 to 24 inches long, and having from three to six 
joints’ (Ogilv.). 

3. That one of the two lenses forming the eye- 
piece of an astronomical telescope or compound 
microscope, which is the nearer to the object glass. 

1831 BrewsTER Offics xli. 340 A larger lens than any of 
the other two, called the field-glass. 1867 J. Hoce Microsc. 
1, li. 40 An amplifying lens by which the field of view is en- 
larged..is..called a field-glass. 

Fielding, s?. dial. [f. FreLp sd. + ?-1ne@l; but 
cf. FIELDEN.] (See quot.) 

1847 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. VIII. 1. 265 The north-west 
sandy districts or fieldings. 

Fielding (ff ldin), vd/. sd. [f. Fimtp v. + -Ine1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FIELD. 

a. The action or process of exposing corn, malt, 
etc. to the action of the air. Also attrib. 

1848 Fru. R. Agric. Soc, 1X, 1. 501 The wheat is harvested 
much greener?.Six or seven days is as much fielding as is 
usually given, 1875 Ure Dict, Arts III. 1076 When fielding 
is resorted to [in making vinegar], it must be commenced in 
the spring months .. The fielding method requires a much 
larger extent of space .. than the stoving process. f 

+b. The action of taking the field or fighting. 

1526 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials 1. 237* Ffor..Insurrectioune 
and Feilding aganis Johne Duke of Albany. \ 

e. Cricket and Baseball, ‘The action of stopping 
or recovering and returning the ball. 

1859 4/Z Year Round No. 13. 306 Their fielding was first- 
rate. 1862 J. Pycrorr Cricket Tutor 8x Long-stopping re- 
quires clean fielding. 1884 H.C. Bunner in Harper's Mag. 
Jan. 299/1 Somebody will do a little neat fielding [in base- 
ball]. 


2. Comb., + fielding-piece = freld-piece ; field- 
ing-plane, ‘a plane used in sinking the margin 
round a panel’ (Jam.). 

1582-8 Hist. Fates VI (1804) 132 They .. came .. in sicht 
of thair enemie, with twa feilding peeces of guns. 1646 in 
Rushw: Ais¢. Coll. 1:1. 1. 400 The Army followed up after 
the Fielding Pieces. 

+Fieldish, a. Ods. [f. Freup sd.+-1sH.] a. 
Inhabiting the fields. b. Level and open. 

a1s4x Wyatt ‘ My Mothers maides’ 2 They sing a song 
made of the feldishe mouse. 1587 M. Grove Pelops §& Hipp. 
(1878) 31 If there be any wyght that mindes to trye By course 
of charets on the fieldish playne. 

Fieldite (ffldoit). AZ. [f. Feld, name of the 
geologist who first examined it+-1TE.] A variety 
of tetrahedrite. 

1868 Dana Jz. 104 Kenngott has named it Fzeddite. 


+ Field-la:nd. Os. a. A level plain. 
only. -b. Level and unenclosed land. 

crooo Aiirric Deut. i. 7 Farab to Amorrea dune & to 
obrum feld landum. 1669 WortipcE Syst. Agric. (1681) 35 
Champain or Field-land. 1707 Mortimer usb. 234 Field 
Lands are not exempted from Milldews. 1710 Lond. Gaz, 


OE. 








FIELDWARD. 


No. 4674/7, 65 Acres of .. Pasture inclosed, and 80 Acres of 
Field Land. 

Fie‘ld-marshal. [After G. feld-marschall.] 
The title of a military officer of high rank. 

1. In continental armies (= Ger. feldmarschall, F. 
maréchal de camp). In 16th c. and early 17th c., 
an officer subordinate only to the ‘ captain-general’ 
or ‘general’, and charged with the control of the 
encampment and sustenance of the army. As in 
the case of other designations of military rank, the 
application greatly changed in the 17th and follow- 
ing centuries. At present, in German-speaking 
countries and in others (e.g. Russia) which have 
adopted the term, it is the highest military title, 
superior to that of general. 

[1579 DiccEs Stratioticos 126 As shall be ordayned by the 
Marshals of the fielde. a@ 1587 Garrarp Art War (1591) 
234 The high Marshall of the fielde, or maister of the Campe.] 
1614 SELDEN Titles Hon. 325 The Tribuni Militum (as it 
were, Field Marshalls). 1701 Lond. Gaz. No. 3692/2 Count 
Muttoni. .is entred into the Emperor’s Service, who has made 
him Lieutenant Field-Marshal-General. 1706 /éid. No. 
4201/2 Field-Marshal-General Herbeville continued there. 
1710 WuitwortH Acc. Russia (1758) 66 He was made Prince 
of the Empire in 1706.. and Felt Marshal in 1709. 1848 
W. Hz. Kectytr.Z. Blanc’s Hist. Ten V. 1. 475 The Russian 
army ..had passed under the command of Field-marshal 
Paskewitch. ri 

2. In the British army, a general officer of the 
highest rank, 

The title was first conferred in 1736 (see quot.) ; since then 
the army has always had a few field-marshals, either mem- 
bers of the royal family or generals who have rendered dis- 
tinguished services. The Army List for 1894 gives the names 
of six officers of this rank, 

1736 Gent. Mag. V1. 56 D. of Argyle, and E. of Orkney, 
Field-Marshals of Great Britain. 1844 Regul. & Ord. Army 
29 A Field-Marshal is to be saluted with the Standards 
and Colours of all the Forces, except the Horse and Foot 
Guards. 

Hence Fie:ld-Ma‘rshalship. 

1855 in OciLvie Suppl. 1864 in Worcester (citing Q. Kev.), 

Fie ld-mee:ting. [f. Frsup sé. + Mznrine.] 

+1. A hostile meeting in the open air; a duel. 

1603 H. Crosse Vertues Commiw. (1878) 14 Whose hot 
bloud. .cannot be cooled without reuenge and field-meetings. 

2. A religious meeting in the open air. (77st. 

1649 G. Danie, Trinarch., Hen. V \vii, The first St... 
Had such feild-meetings. 1818 Scorr H7+#, Midl. xv, He.. 
had been present at a field-meeting at Crochmade. 1882 J. 
TayLor Sc. Covenanters 72 The bishops sought .. to deter 
the people from frequenting the field-meetings. 

Hence Field-mee‘ter, one who attends or fre- 


quents field-meetings (sense 2). 

1680 HiIcKERINGILL JZeroz 29 No Thanks .. to the Con- 
venticlers and Field-meeters, they show’d their good Will. 

Field-night. A night marked by some im- 
portant gathering, discussion, etc. Cf. FIBLD-DAY. 

1861 Falkirk Herald 2 Mar., Yesterday night was a field 
night..the beauty of Falkirk was in the Corn Exchange. 
1880 TreveELYAN Early Hist. Fox v. 196 The debate was 
remembered as the greatest field night .. for a generation. 

Field officer. ‘An officer above the rank of 
captain, and under that of general’ (Stocqueler). 

1656 J. HarrincTron Oceana 127 A.. field-officer shall 
be elected .. by the Scruteny of the Council of War. 1724 
Lond. Gaz. No. 6310/2 All the Field Officers having the 
Honour of being admitted to his Table. 1804 WELLINGTON 
in Gurw. Desf. III. 549 A field officer shall not hold an 
office upon the staff. 1860 Tynpatt Glac. 138 One peak 
stood like a field-officer with his cap raised above his head. 

Hence Field-o'fficerism. 

1837 Cartyte Fy. Rev. (1857) II. mt. v. vi. 310 Spanish 
Field-officerism struck mute at such cat-o’-mountain spirit. 

Fieldon, var. FIELDEN sd. Ods. 

Fie:ld-pre‘acher. [f. Fiecp sd. + PReacuer.] 
One who preaches in the open air. 

1688 in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. u. IV. 148 Balfour .. is a 
Scotch field-preacher. 1755 Connoisseur No. 86 The spirited 
harangues of our .. field-preachers. 1839 STONEHOUSE A-r- 
holne 209 He [Wesley] commenced field preacher; and 
itinerancy followed as a natural consequence. 

Fie:ld-prea‘ching. [f. Fietp sd. + PREacu- 
ing.] The practice of preaching in the open air ; 
an instance of this. 

1739 Wesey Ws. (1872) I. 185 Our Lord’s Sermon on the 
Mount (one pretty remarkable precedent of field-preaching), 
1814 Scotr Wav. xxxv, Have you .. left a great part of your 
command at a field-preaching? 1882 J. Tayvtor Sc. Cove- 
nanters 72 At first, these field-preachings were peaceable. 

Fieldsman (fzldzm&n). [f. Fus~p 56.+ Man.] 
a. Cricket. One of the side which is in the field; 


a fielder. b. (See quot. 1823.) 

1823 ‘Ion Ber’ Slarig 206 Fieldsmen (turf) —those who 
make it a rule to give odds against the favorite, or any 
particular horse; they are considered very knowing. 1824 
Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 176 An uncertain 
hitter, but a good fieldsman. 1850 ‘Bat’ Crick. Man. 40 
The positions of the Fieldsmen are arranged according to 
efficiency. 1881 Daily News 9 July 2 A possible catch toa 
more plucky fieldsman. 

Fieldspar, obs. form of FELDSPAR. 


Fieldward, -wards (fr ldw9:d, -z), adv. [f. 
FIELD sd.+-warb(s.] Towards the fields, in the 
direction of the fields. 

1820 Keats /sabella xxxix, Glossy bees at noon do field- 
ward pass. 1862 Catvertey Verses & Tr. 82 Fieldward 
winds the lowing herd. 1866 CartyLe Rezin. (1881) I. 277 
My commonest walk was fieldwards, ne 

—2 


FIELD-WORK. 


Fie‘ld-wo:rk. [f. Freup sd. + Work.] 

1. Work done in the field or in the fields. 

1777 Rosertson Hist. Amer, (1783) 11]. 277 In Peru .. 
negroes..are employed in field-work. 1844 Marc. FuLLER 
Wom. 19th C. (1862) 35 ‘Those who think it impossible for 
negresses to endure field-work. 1851 J. S. Macautay Field 
Fortif. 245 The beginner in field-sketching .. should com- 
mence his field-work in a road. 1856 Kane Avct. Expl. I. 
x. 109 Mr. Kennedy. .used October and November for Arctic 
field-work. 189t N. Crane Baseball vi. 43 ‘There is no depart- 
ment of the game so full of life. .as field work. 

2. Mil. A temporary work or fortification thrown 
up by troops operating in the field. 

1819 Rees Cycl., Field-works are. .for the most part, formed 
by the excavation of the soil. x85: J. S. Macautay Field 
fortif, 169 ‘The manner of attacking field-works is very 
different from that employed in the attack of fortresses. 

+ Fie‘ldy, a. Obs. [f. Fimup sd. +-x1,] 

1. Level, open; exposed. 

¢ 1380 Wycur Serm. Sel, Wks. I. 214 [Crist] stood in a 
fieldi place. c1449 Pecock Refr. 280 In the feeldi placis 
of Moab. 1576 FLemine tr. Cains’ Dogs in Arb. Garner 
III. 238 In fieldy lands rather than in bushy and woody 
places. 1598 Forio, Praggioso. .fieldie. 

2, That grows in or inhabits the fields, 

1382 Wyciir W7sd. xix. 18 Feeldi wilde thingus in to watri 
ben turned. 1598 FLorio, Camiforeccio, fieldie, that growes 
in the fields, 

3. Forming a field or fields. Cf. Frenp sé. 12 a. 

1598 Sy_vester Du Bartas ui. w. Handie-Crafts 451 In 
fieldy clouds he vanisheth it away. 

Fiend (find). Forms: 1-2 féond, orth. fiond 
(7/. fiend, fynd, féond, fond, north. fiond, fion- 
das ; dat, sing. fiend, fynd, féonde), 3-4 feond 
( #/. feond, fiend, feondes), (3 feont, fond, south. 
veond), 2-7 fend(e, (3 fent), 3-6 find(e, 3-7 
feind(e, (4 south. vyend), 4-6 feynd, fynd(e, 
(5 fynt), 4-7 feend(e, (4 fende, 7 feigne), 8 Sc. 
fient, fint, 4- fiend. [Com. Teut.: OE. féond= 
OF ris. fiand, OS. frond, find (MDu. viant, Du. 
vijand), OHG. frant (MHG. vient, vint, mod.G. 
Jeind), ON. fjdnde (Sw. fiende, Da. fyende), Goth. 

Jiyjands; originally the pr. pple. of OTeut. */jéan 

(OE. féogean, OHG. fién, ON. fjd, Goth. fyan) 
to hate. The formation is parallel with that of 
FRIEND. | 

+1. An enemy; foe. Obs. 

Beowulf 2289 Stone ba efter stane, steareheort onfand 
feondes fotlast. c975 Rushw. Gosp, Matt. v. 43 Hate pine 
fiond [¢ 1000 and ¢ 1160 feond]. ¢ 1050 Byrhtferth's Handboc 
in Anglia VIII. 323 Geflitzeorne & godes fynd. a@1175 
Cott. Hort, 231 Bi tweone frend and fend. axzz25 Ancr. X. 
a Ueond bet bunched freond is swike ouer alle swike. ¢ 1320 
X. BRuNNE AZed7t, 1124 And pe fende bonde to make to a 
1340 Ayenb. 19 He ys wel renay pet pet land pet he halt of 
his thorde deb into be hond of his uyende. . : 

2. spec. The arch-enemy of mankind; the devil. 
More fully: fiend of hell, foul fiend, old fiend. 
+ Liend’s limb =\imb of Satan (see Lime), 

axooo Hymns viii. 25 (Gr.) Du fiond zeflamdest. c¢x000 
Sax. Leechd. Il. 294 Hit eac deah wip feondes costungum 
yflum. cx1175 Lamb. Hom. 67 Ure fond nefre ne linnen 
[cease] for to fonden us mid sunnen, a@xzz5 St. Marher. 1 
Ouercomen ant akasten..pe feont. a 1300 Cursor M1. 1056 
(Cott.) Caim was be findes fode. c1340 Cursor MM. 14880 
(Trin.) Leuer had pei se be fend of helle pen him amonges 
hem to dwelle. ¢1380 Wycur Se/. Wks, III. 357 It fallip 
ofte .. bat a tyraunt and a fendis lyme is put bifore a lyme 
of Crist. 1393 Lancri. P. Pl. C. xx. 18 Fecche pat pe 
feond cleymepb, c¢ 1460 Play Sacrant. 953, I shalle yow 
blysse to saue yow alle from the fendis blame. 1515 Scof. 
Field 598 in Chethant Misc. (1856) 11, What it is to be false, 
and the finde serve! 1526 TinDALE Like viii. 29 And was 
caryed of the fende into wildernes. 1605 SHaks. Leary ut. vi. 
9 Beware the foule Fiend. 1667 Mirron P. L. x. 233 The 
Gates..belching outrageous flame. .since the Fiend pass’d 
through, 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 99: 3/2 Drugs of more Force 
:. Than e’er was conceiv'd, by the subtil Old Fiend. 1848 
Mrs. JAmMEson Sacy. & Leg. Art (1850) 64 The fiend is the 
worst part of the picture, 

b. In forms of asseveration or execration: + Zhe 
Jind on thee! The foul fiend! Also Sc. Fient 
a (crum, etc.), fient ane, haet =‘ Deyil, never a one, 
crumb, whit’, etc. 

@1568 A. Scotr Poems (1820) 51 Feind a crum of the scho 
fawis. 1637 B. Jonson Sad Shefh. 1. ii, O, the feind, and 
thee! Gar, take them hence. @1774 Fercusson Rising of 
Session Poems (1845) 29 The fient ane there but pays his 
score. 1787 Burns Twa Dogs 16 The fient a pride, nae 
pride had he. Jé/d, 180 Fient haet o’ them ’s ill-hearted 
fellows. 1818 Scorr Br, Lamm, vi, What the foul fiend 
can detain the Master so long? 

3. An evil spirit generally; a demon, devil, or 
diabolical being ; more fully fiend of hell. 

a 1000 Guthlac 392(Gr.) No ber ba feondas zefeon borfton, 
e1175 Lamb, Hom, 33 Ah a per is waning and graming .. 
and feonda bitinga, c1z50 Gev. § Ex, 2961 It was on fendes 
wise wro3t. ¢1386 CHaucer Sompu. Prol. 10 Ffreres and 
feendes been but lyte a-sonder. c1440 Generydes 2520 But 
suerly they be fendez. 1509 Hawes Conv. Swearers 24 To 
redeme you from the fendes of hell. 1605 CampEN Rem. 7 
‘They yellen as fends do in hell. 1694 ¥. Bracce Disc. 
Parables iv. 152 Revenge ..makes a man a fiend incarnate. 
1738 Wescey Psalms lvil. 4 Inflam’d with Rage like Fiends 
in Hell. ge CotertwwcE Anc. Mar. vi, A frightful fiend 
Doth close behind him tread. 1840 Macautay Ranke Ess. 
(1854) 545/1 In the language of Goethe's scoffing fiend. 


A. transf. a. A person of superhuman wickedness. 
(Now only with reference to oy, or malignity. ) 
¢ 1220 Bestiary 450 For wo so.. denked iuel on his mod 
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fox he is and fend iwis. ¢1300 Havelok 2229 He with his 
hend Ne drop him nouth, that sor fend. 1393 Lane. P. Pé. 
C. xxi. 58 Freres folweden spat feoude [Antichrist] c¢ 1475 
Rauf Coilzear 892 Fy on that foull Feind [sc. Mahoun]. 
1590 SPENSER F. Q, 11. vi. 50 That cursed man, that cruel 
feend of hell. 1799 CamppeLt Pleas. Hope 1. 327 Where 
human fiends on midnight errands walk, 1875 W. S. Hay- 
warp Love agst. World 45 He is at times a perfect fiend. 
b. +A grisly monster (e.g. a dragon) (06s.). 
Also applied to baleful or destructive influences or 
agencies personified. : 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 597 It is playnly your purpos ..With 
suche fyndes to fight. 1590 SrpENsER /. Q. 1. i. 22 Whose 
corage when the feend [the monster Errour] perceivd to 
shrinke. 1784 Cowper 7ask 1. 185 He calls for famine, 
and the meagre fiend Blows mildew from between his 
shrivel’d lips. ; 

e. Applied with jocular hyperbole to a person 
or agency causing mischief or annoyance. 

1621 Burton Anat, Med. 11. ii. ut. iv. (1845) 545 If you do 
but stir abroad, these fiends [sc. women; transl. wrx in 
Petronius] are ready to meet you at every turn. 1807-8 
W. Irvine Salwag. (1824) 305 It is that fiend Politics, Asem 
—that baneful fiend, which bewildereth every brain, 1870 
Lowe. Study Wind., Swinburne's Trag. (1871) 162 This 
sorcery which the fiend of technical imitation weaves about 
his victims. J/od. The autograph-fiend; the cyclist-fiend ; 
the interviewer-fiend ; the newsboy-fiend; the organ-fiend. 

d, A kind of firework. 

1634 J. Bate JZyst. Nat. § Artu. 75 How to make fiends, 
or fearefull apparitions. 

5. attrib. and Comb. : a. simple attrib., as fend- 
breed, -face. b. objective, as frend-compelling, 
fraying adjs. ©. instrumental, as frend-begotten, 
-drawn, -tenanted, -tiedadjs. A, originative,as fiend- 
vorn adj. ©. parasynthetic, as fend-hearted adj. 

1810 Scott Lady of L. iv. v, Aught that .. Yon *fiend- 
begotten monk cantell. 1802 Scorr Thomas the Rhymer i. 
18 in Minstr. Scot. Border 1. 289 Brangwain was there .. 
And *fiend-born Merlin’s gramarye. 1586 Warner A dd. Eng. 
Ml. xili. (2597) 62 Brute .. suppressed so the state Of all the 
*Fiend-breed Albinests. 1856 R.A. VAUGHAN J/ystics (1860) 
II: 108 Solomon achieved his *fiend-compelling wonders by 
its aid. x182x SHELLEY Prometh, Und. 1. 126 As one checks 
a *fiend-drawn charioteer. 1879 Browninc Ved Bratts 56 
Horrified, hideous, frank *fiend-faces ! 1664 H. More 7st. 
Inig. xviii. 69 The *Fiend-fraying Holy-water. 1847 Cratc, 
*Fiendhearted, having a very wicked or depraved heart. 
1892 Daily News 21 Sept. 5/5 Who was grasping his *fiend- 
tenanted fiddle so firmly by the throat. 1754 ARMSTRONG 
Forced Marriage iv.1 Misc. (1770) Il. 80 My quick revenge 
Shall burst this *fiend-tied most unnatural knot. 

+ Fienden, a. Olds. rare. [f. prec. + -EN 4.] 
= FIENDISH. ‘ 

¢1315 SHorEHAM 85 I-schelde ous.. Fram alle fendene 
jewyse. 13.. Z. &. Allit, P. B. 224 Fylter fenden folk 
forty dayez lenche. 

+Fiendful, a. Obs. rare—1. [f. as prec. + 
-FUL.] Proceeding from fiendish agency. 

c1s90 Martowr /axs/. Final Chorus, Faustus is gone, 
regard his hellish fall Whose fiendful fortune may exhort 
the wise. 1832 in WEBSTER. 

Hence Fie*ndfully adv. 1847 in Craic. 


Fiendhead. [-neap.] =Frenpsure b. 

1830 Westm. Rev. X11. 356 He will find a more flattering 
treatment of his fiend-head. 

Fiendish (findif), a [f as prec. + -IsH.] 
Resembling, or characteristic of, a fiend; super- 
humanly cruel and malignant. 

1529 More Com/. agst. Trib. u. Wks. 1187/1 This woman 
was so fendish. 1798 CoLeripce Amc. Mar, vu.6 It hatha 
fiendish look. 1801 SoutuEy 7haladba vi. x, Through the 
vampire corpse He thrust his lance .. And ,. Its fiendish 
tenant fled. 1823 Praep Troubadour u1. 563 And Satan will 
grin with a fiendish glee. 1871 Freeman //ist. Zss. Ser. 1. 
74 The fiendish brutalities practised by him. 

transf. 1836 Kincstry Lett. I. 35 The wavy lightning 
glared over the sea with fiendish light. 

Hence Fiendishly adv.; Fie‘ndishness. 

1613 Br. Hatt Holy Panegyricke 39 Those Dames which 


‘vnder a cloke of modestie.. hide nothing but pride, and 


fiendishnesse. 180 Soutrney Thaladba u. xvii, Asmile That 
kindled to more fiendishness Her hideous features. 1879 
Buiack Macleod of D. viii, A calm and dignified silence is 
the best answer to the fiendishness of thirteen, 

Fiendism (findiz’m). vare—'. [f. as prec. + 
-IsM.} Fiendish spirit or manner. 

1852 Lp. Cocknurn Circuit Journeys (1888) 380 The wretch 
maintained his domestic fiendism to the last. 

+ Piendkin. Obs. rave. [f. as prec. + -KIN, 
dim. suffix.] A little fiend or evil spirit. 

1377 Lanci. P. Pd. B, xvi. 371 Fendes and fendekynes 
bifor me shulle stande. 

Fiendlike, ¢. [fas prec.+-11kE.] a. Re- 
sembling a fiend. b. Characteristic of a fiend. 

1605 Suaks. J/acé. v. viii. 69 His Fiend-like Queene; Who 
..by selfe and violent hands, Tooke off her life. 1716 Rowe 
Ode New Year 19 Ev’ry Fiend and Fiend-like Form. 1774 
Warton //ist, Eng. Poetry 1. 160 The last circumstance 
recalls a fiend-like appearance drawn by Shakspeare. 1804 
J. Grauame Saddath 591 Their little ones, Tremble beneath 
the white man’s fiend-like frown! 1854 i S. C. Asporr 
Napoleon (1855) I. viii. 150 With fiendlike ferocity they 
hurled themselves upon each other. 

Fiendly (ffndli), a. [OE. féondlic, f. féond, 
Fienp + -/ic, -ty1.] 

+1. Hostile, unfriendly. Ods, 

After the OE. period perh. always with mixture of sense 2. 

cxoso Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 168 Hosticus, uel hostilis, 
feondlic. c 1175 Lamb, Hom, 107 [W]e ma3en purh godes 
fulste pa fondliche sunnan mid icompe ouercuman. ¢ 1205 
Lay. 8660 He fusde heom to mid feondliche strengde. c 1386 








FIERCE, 


Cuaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. §& T. 750 He semed frendly.. 
But he was fendly, both in werk and thought. 1470-85 
Matory Arthur xvi. xvi, He ranne vpon his broder as a 
fendly man, a 1529 SKELTON /mmage Hypocr. 346 To feyne 
yourselves frindley And be nothinge but fyndly. : 

2. Resembling or befitting a fiend; fiendlike, 
devilish, diabolical. 

€1386 Cuaucer Can. Veom. Prol. § T. 605 This feendly 
wrecche. .Out of his bosom took a bechen cole. ¢1422 Hoc- 
CLEVE Jereslaus’ Wife 784 It manly is to synne, But feendly 
is longe lye ther-ynne. 1470-85 Matory Arthur x1. i, An 
horryble & a fyendly dragon. cxgro Barciay Mirr. Gd. 
Manners (1570) Gv, This is their chiefe study and findly 
pollicy, 1562 Puaer Zeid. vit. Y jb, Cacus fiendly sprite. 
180r Soutuey Thalaba 1x. xxvii, ‘Curse thee!’ cried the 
fiendly woman, 1818 SuetLtey Rev. [slam vin. xxi, Yes it 
is Hate, that shapeless fiendly thing. 1831 Witson in Blackw, 
Mag. XXX. 554 You talk as if you suspected the Peers of 
having profited by the Fiendly Advice. f 

Hence Fie’ndliness, the state of being fiendly. 

1860 Lit. Churchm. V1. 264/1 The ferocious fiendliness to 
which the whole. .population had been brought. 

+ Fiendly, adv. Forms: 1 féondlice, 3 
-liche, [OE. /eondlice, f. féond, Fiend + -léce, 
-LY2,] In a fiendly manner. a. Like an enemy, 
angrily. b. Like a fiend, terribly. 

ax000 ¥uliana 118 (Gr.) Hyre pa purh yrre ageaf andsware 
feeder feondlice. c1205 Lay. 85 Vt of pan fehte pe was 
feondliche stor, Eneas the duc mid ermde at-wond, 

+ Fiend-rese. Ols. [OE. féondres, f. féond, 
Frenp + ves, Rusz.] Fierce or hostile onset. 

axo00 Cxamon's Gen. goo (Gr.) Ic fracodlice feondras 
zefremede. cx205 Lay, 23960 Frolle him to fusden mid his 
feond reese, 

+ Fiend-scathe. [OE. fYondscada, -sceada, f. 
Jéond, FiEND + scada, sceada enemy.] A monster. 

Beowulf 554 Me to grunde teah fah feondscada. ¢ 1205 
Lay. 26039 Aris feond-scade to pine seie-side. 

Fiendship (ffndfip). [OE. /éondscipe, f. fond, 
FIEND + -scife, -SHIP.] a. Enmity (ods.). Db. 
[A new formation.] The personality of a fiend. 

cgoo tr. Beda's Hist. 11. xiv. (1890) 208 He .. Redwaldes 
feondscipe fleah. ¢ 1205 Lay. 2296€ 3if on uolke feond-scipe 
arered an zur zi time bitweone twon monnen. 1874 M.& F, 
Couns Frances 1. 104 If we may believe his Fiendship. 


+Fiend-slaught. 0s. In 3 feond-sleht.’ 
[ME. feond-sleht, £. feond, Finnp + sleht=OEF.. 
sleaht slaughter.] Slaughter of foes. 


‘ ine Lay. 16456 Fare we heom to-3znes & makien feond 
Slaehtes, 

+Fiend-thews, 50. £/. Obs. [ME. feon-dewes, 
f. feon(d, Finny + deawes, pl. of Jeaw, OE. déaw 
manner.}] Evil-conduct. 

c 1208 Lay. 579 Monie bar feollen burh heora feon-dewees. 

Fier, var. of FEER 5d.1 2, Frrr, FERE a. Ods. 

+ Fierce, sd. Her. Obs. (See quot.) 

1634 Pracnam Gentl. Exerc. ui. 144 This [the Pale] in 
ancient time was called a /zerce, and you should then have. 
blazed it thus, hee beares a fierce Sables, between two 
flerces, or. 

Fierce (fie1s), a. Forms: 3-6 fers(e, (4 firs), 
4-6 fiers(e, fyers(e, 6 fearce, -se, (5 feres, -ys, 
fuerse, furse, 5-6 feers(e, 6 fayrse, ferse), 3-. 
fierce. See also Frmra. [a. OF. fers, fiers in 


* same senses, nom, form of fer, fer (mod.F. fier 


proud) = Prov. fer, It. and Sp. fiero :—L. ferus wild 
(of an animal), untamed, fierce.] 

1. Of formidably violent and intractable temper, 
like a wild beast ; vehement and merciless in anger 


or hostility. 

Less emphatic, and less associated with the notion of 
wanton cruelty, than Frrocious, which was never used, 
like this word, in a good sense (see 2). : 

a. of persons, their dispositions or attributes. 

«1300 Cursor M. 2197 Nembrot..was fers, prud, and fell. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Anel. § Arc. 1 Yow fiers god of armes 
Mars the rede._ 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 26 Hys syght and 
regarde fyers & malycyous. 1570 B. Gooce Pop. Kingd. 10 
With countenaunce ferce and grim, 1607 Suaxs. Cov’. 1. iv. 
57 A Souldier .. not fierce and terrible Onely in strokes. 
1667 Mitton P. L.u. 44 Moloc .. the fiercest Spirit That 
fought in Heav’n; now fiercer by despair. 1712-4 Pore 
Rape Lock wv. 7 Tyrants fierce that unrepenting die. 1 
Mrs. Rapciirre ALyst, Udolpho xxviii, Montoni_ turn 
upon him with a fierce and haughty look. 1812 J. WiLson 
Isle of Palms .578 Fierce savage men Glare on them, 1852 
Miss YonGE Cameos I. xxxii. 277 Hugh Lupus, the fierce 
old Earl of Chester, was likewise a Lord Marcher. 

absol, 1820 Keats Hyperion 1. 251 Thus wording timidly 
among the fierce. 

b. of animals. 

1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. xv. 300 God sent hem fode bi foules 
and by no fierse bestes. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 3922 A beste 
.. Fere fersere ban an olifaunt. 1583 Go_pinG Calvin on 
Deut, x\vii. 28x Swine. . bee not so fearce as to fall to rending 
downe of the tree. 1611 Biste Jod x. 16 Thou huntest me 
as a fierce Lion. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. tv. 741 Fierce 
Tigers couch’d around, 1781 Cowrer Retirement 254 
Poetry disarms The fiercest animals with magic charms. 
1874 C. Grixie Life in Woods v. 84 It is amazing how fierce 
some of the small snakes are. 

absol. 1400 Destr. Troy 888 So pe fuerse by-flamede all 
with fyre hote, 

+ 2. High-spirited, brave, valiant. Ods. ' 

1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 3910 Al so be dosse pers Of france 
were per echon bat so noble were & fers, 13.. 2.2. Aliit. P. 
B. ror Be ed fers, be pay feble for-lotez none. 1475 Bk. 
Noblesse 2 Next after came the feers manly Danysh nacion. 
1485 Caxton Chas, Gt. 74 Oliuer was so fyers of fayt. 21533 
Lp. Berners xox ly, 185 Our man is fyers and of gret 


FIERCE, 


hardynes, — Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) ¥ viij, A lusty 
horse fyerse and flingyng. 

+3. Proud, haughty. Obs. Cf. F. fier. 

c12z90 S. Exg. Leg. I. 272/34 With grete nobleye; swypbe 
fierce and proute. ¢1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode 1. x\ix. (1869) 
30 But of yow j haue no neede; haue your herte neuere be 
more feers. ¢1430 A BC of Aristotle in Babees Bk. (1868) 
11 [Not] to fers, ne to famuler, but freendli of cheere. 1593 
Suakxs. 2 Hen. VJ, 1v. ix. 45 He is fierce and cannot brooke 
hard Language. 

4. Of natural forces, e. g. fire, wind, etc. ; also of 
passion, disease, conflict, persecution, etc.; Angry, 
violent, vehemently raging. 

a1300 Cursor M. 23239 (Gott.) Pa dintes er ful fers and 
fell. 1340 /dzd, 1854 (Trin.) Aboute fyue monebes hit stode 
Wipbouten falling pat fers flode. c1350 W7ll. Palerne 436 
Saue a fers feintise folwes me oft. c¢1400 Destr. Troy 569 
Flamys of fyre han so furse hete. cx1q4go St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 4579 Persecucioun fers and fell. 1490 Caxton 
Lneydos \xit. 162 The bataylle was fyerse. 1508 FISHER 
Wks. (1876) 279 The assautes of deth was fyers and sharpe. 
1508 in Arnolde’s Chron. (1811) p. xliii, The Duke of Burgon 
.. was dryuen in to Englond with a ferse streynable wynde. 
1611 Biste Fer. xxv. 37 The fierce anger of the Lord. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Past. u. 14 The..Locusts..fry’d with Heat, 
and I with fierce Desire. 1708 Porr Ode St. Cecilia 118 
Music the fiercest grief can charm. 1799 G. SmirH Ladbora- 
tory 1.9 If the rocket burst as soon as it is lighted the charge 
is too fierce, 1848 Macautay /ist. Eng. I. 173 A mind 
heated by a fierce conflict. 1863 Bryanr Poems, Little 
People of Snow 289 Cruel we, Who suffered her to wander 
forth alone In this fierce cold! 1874 Drutscu Rem. 419 
Two centuries and a half of fierce discussion. 

5. Ardent, eager ; full of violent desire ; furiously 
zealous or active. ‘Const. for, to, upon, and Zo 
with zf. 

1377 Lanct. P. P/. B. v.67 To affaiten hire flesshe pat fierce 
was to synne. c1450.S¢. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7260 For to gyue 
she was full fers. 1513 DoucLtas xe/s x. vii. 102 He on 
cace was fleand fers as flynt. 1601 B. Jonson Poctaster 
(1602) v. iii, And, Lupus, for your fierce Credulity, One fit 
him with a paire of larger Eares. 1647 CLARENDON //7st. 
Reb, iW. (1702) I. 239 One of the Fiercest men of the Party. 
1654 Sir E. Nicuoras in V. Papers (Camden) II. 149 He is 
.. fierce for the Duke of Gloucesters returne. 1702 Eng. 
Theophrast. 314 It is not good to be over fierce upon any- 
thing. a@1744 Pore Odyssey vul, Vengeful slaughter, fierce 
for human blood. 1871 Browninc Balaust. 1821 The feast 
was fierce But brief. 1874 MorLry Comprontise (1886) 115 
The .. fiercest hunt after the grosser prizes. 

b. dial. Brisk, lively, vigorous. 

=U, N. W. Linc. Gloss., ‘If thoo’s so fierce ower thee 
work i’ th’ mornin’ thoo’ll be dauled oot afore neet.’ 1881 
Leicestersh, Gloss., ‘Ah’m glad to see ye luke so feece to- 
dee.’ 1886 S. W. Linc. Gloss., ‘Oh, they were fierce; they 
were as merry as crickets,’ 

+6. Of a number: Great, immense. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Tvoy 1617 Fuerse was be nowmber Of lordes 
of be lond, Jdid. 2271 So fele fightyng folke be a fuerse 
nowmber. : 

7. quasi-adv, = Fiercely. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 1765 (Cott.) Pe rain it fell sua fers and 
fast. 1591 Suaxs. 1 Hen. V/,1.i. 14 Mid-day Sunne, fierce 
Lent against their faces. 1771 Gotpsm. //zst. Eng. 1V. 164 
The war..continued to rage as fierce as ever. 1855 
Macautay “st. Eng. 1V. 102 The war, which was now all 
but extinguished, might blaze forth fiercer than ever. 

8. attrib. and Comb.: a. parasynthetic, as ferce- 
eyed, faced, -fanged, -minded, -natured. b. ad- 
verbial, as frerce-descending, -flaming, -looking, 
-menacing, -rushing, -trotted. 

1735 THomson Liberty v.45 By .. No *fierce-descending 
wolf .. Disturb’d, 1873 Symonps Gr. Poets vii. 227 They 
will slay me, those. .*Fierce-eyed..dread goddesses. 1876 
Geo. Evtor Dan. Der. IV. liv. 110 A fierce-eyed tempta- 
tion, 1892 Pall Mall G. 21 Jan. 3/1 These .. *fierce-faced 
beasts, with their noiseless footfall. 1851 H. MetviLie 
Whale xlii. 209 The *fierce-fanged tiger in his heraldic coat. 
1740 C. Pirr “neid xu. 1337 His Eyes, *fierce-flaming, o'er 
the Trophy roll. axz8sg Macautay /ist. Eng. V. 23 Ac- 
costed by *fierce-looking captains. 1735 SOMERVILLE Chase 
mt. 302 Another pard .. Grins .. *fierce-emenacing. 1785 
Cruttweti Bible, 3 Macc. vi. 18 Forgetfulness seized his 
*fierce-minded confidence. 1625-8 Camden's Hist, Eliz. 
1, (1688) 246 This Parsons was .. a violent *fierce-natured 
man. 1725 Pore Odyss. xxi. 75 A Boar *fierce-rushing in 
the sylvan war, 5 

Hence + Fie‘rcehead. [+ -HEAD] = Fierceness. 

©1440 Promp. Parv. 156/2 Fercehede, ferocitas, severitas. 

+ Fierce, v. Ods. [f. prec. adj.] ¢vans. Tomake 
fierce; to inflame. 

1565 GoLDING Ovid's Met. 11. (1593) 63 And for to fierce 
hir ire, Another thing ., there commeth in the nicke. 

+Fierceful, a. Obs. \vare—'. [f. as prec. + 
-FUL.] Full of fierceness; ferocious, savage. 

1607 TorseLt Four, Beasts (1673) 412 If it had as much 
strength, as. .courage, it would be as fierceful as any Bear. 


Fierceish (fiesif), a. rave—4.  [f. as prec. + 
-ISH.] Somewhat fierce ; inclined to fierceness. 

1840 Fraser's Mag. XXI. 82 He strode with. .head erect, 
and rather fierceish glance. 

Fiercely (fiesli), adv. [f.as prec. + -Ly.2] In 
a fierce manner ; furiously, impetuously, violently ; 


+ sternly, haughtily. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 16795 (Gott.) Sua fersli be erd quock, be 

rauis it vndid. 13.. 2. £. Addit. P. C. 337 Thenne oure 
fader to be fysch ferslych biddez. cx1350 Will. Palerne 
1766 Fersely on here foure fet as fel for swiche bestes. 
1471 Ruiptey Comp. Alch. um. in Ashm. (1652) 142 Fersely 
brennyng as Fyre of Hell. a@1533 Lp. Berners Ho |xxxi, 
The gayler answered fyersly with grete pryde, x16zx Brse 
Esther xv.7 He looked very fiercely upon her. 1631 Gouce 
God's Arrows iii. § 6. 195 The more fiercely Christians are 
assaulted, the more closely they will cling together. 1715-20 
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Pors /liad xx1. 703 Fiercely rushing on the dating foe. 1719 
Younc Busi77s i. i, Sending his soul out to me, in a look 
So fiercely kind, I trembled, and retired. x80x SourHEy 
Thalabavui. xxix, Up she raised her bright blue eyes, And 
fiercely she smiled on him, 1829 ALrorv in Life (1873) 42 
Read mathematics very fiercely being afraid of the paper to- 
morrow. 1834 PrincLe A/*. Sk. vi. 202 The noon-day sun 
flamed fiercely down upon us. 1855 Macauray His¢. Eng. 
III. 496 The Parliament was wrangling even more fiercely. 

Comb. 1809 Worvsw. Feelings of the Tyrolese iii, The 
gales Of fiercely-breathing war. 


Fiercen (fi*1s’n), v. vare. [f. Fierce a.+ 
-EN 5.] a. trans. To make fierce. Zo fiercen up: 
to brush up, enliven. dal. b. zntr. To become 
or grow fierce. Hence Fie‘rcening ///. a. 

1831 J. Witson Unimore ii. 150 The Naiad in the fiercening 
foam her prow Buries. 188: Myers Wordsworth 73 A metal 


which can grow for ever brighter in the fiercening flame. 
Mod. Staffordsh., ‘J think it has fiercened her up a bit.’ 

Fierceness (fieusnés). [f. as prec. +-NESS.] 
The quality or condition of being fierce. 

1. a. Formidable violence ; intractable savage- 
ness of temper ; vehement and merciless fury. 

1382 Wycur x Macc. iv. 8 Dreede 3e not inwardli the 
feersnesse of hem. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xviii. 
(1495) 123 Yf [the] chynne [of beestes] be broke all theyr 
cruelnes and fyersnes faylle. 1462 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 
268 God smote the said Henry for his gret fersnesse. 1526 
TinpaLe EPA, iv. 31 Bitternes, fearsnes [6uvjy6s], and wrath. 
1553 Even Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 15 The females are of 
greater fiercenesse then the males. 1695 Lp. Preston Boeth. 
u. 74 mole, The Fierceness of the People being not wholly 
subdued. 1712 Swirr Proposal Corr. Eng. Tongue 27 The 
same Defect of Heat which gives a Fierceness to our 
Natures, may contribute to that Roughness of our Language. 
1865 Kincs.ry //evew. xxi, The priest looked at him with 
something of honest fierceness in his eyes. 1875 JOWETT 
Plato (ed. 2) 11. 288 He is like a wild beast, all violence and 
fierceness. 

+b. Sternness, severity. Ods, 

1382 Wyctir Rom. xi, 22 Therfore se ., the feersnesse of 
God} sothli feersnesse into hem that felden doun. ¢ 1400 
Afol. Loll. 17 Pe fersnes be noper to mikil ne to litil. 1643 
Mitton Divorce Introd., To .. pacify the fiercenes of this 
gentle Ordinance, 

+c. Bravery, high-spirit, mettle. Ods. 

cx1400 Destr. Troy 4825 The fame of our fuersnes fares 
abrode, ¢1489 Caxton Blanchardyn iii. 18 The fyersnes of 
the sayd courser. 1692 E. WaLKER Lfictetus’ Mor. xxxi, 
Who. .admires the..manly Fierceness that adorns his Face. 

da. Eagerness. + Const. Zo with zf. 

1533 BeLLeNDEN Livy 1, (1822) 73 That uthir limmare.. for 
fersnes to fle, left the ax stikkand in the kingis hede. 

2. Of natural agents, disease; also of passions, 
conflict, etc.: Intense vehemence, furious activity. 

1435 Misyn Fire of Love 1. xxvii. 58 Grete ferisnes of 
turmentis. 1541 R. Coptanp Galyen’s Terapeutyke 2 C ij, 
Lay vpon the sayd vlceres a playster.. vntyll that the yre and 
fyersnesse be abated. 1665 MANnLEy Grotius’ Low C. Warres 
355 It proved very dangerous by the fierceness of the Frost 
and cold. 1718 Rowe tr. Lacan vu. 1040 They.. curse the 
cruel Gods, in fierceness of Despair. 1885 AZanch. Exam. 
29 June 5/2 The present fierceness of trade competition 
throughout the world. 1891 E. Peacock VV. Brendon I. 271 
The fierceness of the storm was over. 

+Fie'rcety. Obs. Forms: 4-6fe-, fi-, fyerste(e. 
[f. as prec. +-TY.] = FIERCENESS. 

1382 Wycur Fudith iii. 11 And 3it ner the latere these 
thingus doende thei my3ten not swagen the feerste of his 
brest. c1450 Mivour Saluacioun 4233 The fierstee of this 
streit dome is noted be virgines ten. 1494 Fasyan Chron. 
vul. 394 The northyn wynde blewe with suche fyerste. c1500 
Melusine 119 He considered. .the fyerste of hys vysage. 


+ Fierdhalf. Obs. [f. ferd, FourtH + Harr.] 


A fourth part, a quarter. 

1674 N. Fairrax Bulk § Selv. 2t Such a kind of some- 
whatkin, as truckles beneath the very tinyness of an half 
nothing, and is forsooth a fierdhalf nothing. 

Fierding. psewdo-arch. [a. Sw. fjerding:— 
ON. fjév0ungr ; see FARTHING. 

Introduced from a Swedish writer by Blackstone in his dis- 
quisitions on Teutonic legal antiquities, and by some later 
writers mistaken for a term of early Eng. law.] 

An alleged name for a quarter of a hundred or of 


ashire. Also attrzb. in fierding-court. 

1768 BLackstonE Com. III. 34 The antient Gothic courts 
in their lowest instance, or fierding-courts, 1872 E. W. 
Rosertson Hist. Ess. 120 note, The district between the 
Hundred and the greater Shire—the Fierding or Quarter. 
1889 Century Dict., Fierding-court, one of an early class of 
English courts, so called because [etc.]. , 

|| Fieri (foiérai). [L. ferz, inf. to be made, 
come into being. Cf. 27 esse, a posse] Used in 
med.L. phrase 27 fierd : in process of being made or 
coming into being. ‘+ Formerly sometimes treated 
as an Eng. phrase, as 2 the fiert, i our very fiert. 

1640 Br, Hari Zfisc. 1. ii. 8 The Roman Church, then in 
the fieri of reforming. 1677 Por Ox/ordsh. 117 Many of 
these formed stones seem now to be in fieri. 1681 Wedig. 
Clerici 5 There is a certain magical influence of nature .. 
that tempers us all diversly in our very fieri.. .1726 A. Hor- 
NECK in Glanvill’s Sadducismus 363 The things then being 
in fieri, when it [the book] was printed. 1832 AusTIN 
Furispr. 11. (1885) 910 The contract is still 7 teri as between 
obligor and obligee. : 

|| Fieri-facias (foiérai,fei-fies). Zaw. [L. 
fieri-factas cause to be made, f. fiert (see prec.) + 

Jacias cause, 2nd pers. sing. pres. subj. of facére to 
do, make.] ‘A writ wherein the sheriff is com- 
manded that he cause to be made out of the goods 
and chattels of the defendant, the sum for which 
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judgement was given’ (Blackstone); the common 
process for executing a judgement. Often quoted as 
Lf. fa (fri'fet), 

1463 Paston Lett. Il. No. 474. 135 A fieri facias is come 
out of the Exchequir for Hue Fen. 1544 tr. Nat. Brev. 177 
He shal haue execucyon against them by the statute of 
acton Burnel by a fieri facias. 1685 Kesie King’s Bench 
Rep. I. 947 Recovery of Debt on Fi. fa, directed to the 
Sheriff into London. 1728 CartHew King's Bench Rep. 
(«741) 419 There were two distinct Writs of Fi. fa. brought 
to the Sheriff. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) Il. 174 Nor were 
lands originally liable to a private person’s debts, nor any 
execution but by /zervz or levari facias. 1829 MauLE & 
SeLtwyn King’s Bench Rep, VI. 110 The plaintiff claimed as 
a purchaser of a term, seized and sold by the sheriff under 
a writ of fi, fa. 

tb. punningly. (Cf. Fiery a. 4b.) Obs. 

1594 Nasue Unfort. Trav. Wks. V. 44 Purseuants with 
red noses .. a purseuant .. with the verie reflexe of his firie 
facias. 1608 Pennyless Part. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 111. 74 
They that drink too much Spanish sack shall .. be served 
with a fiery-faces. x161z [see Facies 1]. 1667 DrypEN 
Wild Gallant u. ii, I use to tell him of his Title, Fiery 
facias. 

Fierily (foierili), adv. 
In a fiery manner. 

1. With the appearance or colour of fire. 

1824 tr. Hoffmann's Devil’s Elixir 1.75 The rising sun, 
which now ascended fieryly. 1859 J. C. Mancan Poewts 69 
The sun ere he fierily sinks. 1885 G. Merepity Diana III, 
xv. 304 Her musings on him..fierily brushed her cheeks. 

2. With ardour; ardently, eagerly, passionately. 

1600 Asp, Anpor £.xf. ¥onah 37 The Prophet so firily is 
set, and so hotely enflamed to run from his dutie. 1825 
Blackw, Mag. XV11I. 448 Long, and eagerly, and fierily I 
gazed, 1880 G. Merevitu 7vrag. Cov. viii. (1892) 112 He 
lived with the pulses of the minutes, much as she did, only 
more fierily. 

Fieriness (foicrinés). [f. as prec. +-NESS.] 
The quality or condition of being fiery. 

+]. The attribute of containing the element fire ; 
igneous nature. Olds. 

1680 H. More Afacal. Afoc. 74 As if a burning Mountain 
kad been cast into the Sea, the earthiness and fieriness thereof 
being so contrary..to Water. 

2. The condition of being hot as fire, or of glow- 
ing like fire. 

1611 Corer., Zgnition. .firinesse; the being red-hot. 1698 
J. Fryer £. India § Persia 104 Water is sprinkled, to 
mitigate the Fieriness of the Sun. 

+b. Inflammation ; freriness of the face = ERY- 
SIPELAS. Ods. 

1616 Surri. & Marku. Country Farme 206 It quencheth 
the firinesse of the face. 1658A Fox Wurtz’ Surg. i. xxill. 
139 All the fieriness and burning is gone [froma wound]. 

ce. Of a liquid or viand; see FIERY 4 c. 

1698 J. Fryer Z. Judia § Persia 157 Their Relishing Bits 
have not the Fieriness of ours. 1837 Wuittock Bk. Trades 
(1842) 393 Flavour, mellowness and a due strength without 
fieriness, comprised all that need be desired to produce 
a British Brandy. 

8. Ardour of temper ; tendency to ‘fire up’. 

1625-8 Camden's Hist. Eliz. 1. (1688) 568 The Fieriness 
and Heat of his Youth, 1704 Appison /¢aly (1733) 37 
Natural Fieriness of Temper. 1842 Dickens Le?¢. (ed. 2) I. 
76 Katey (from a lurking propensity to fiery-ness) [is named] 
Lucifer Box. 

+ Fiverize, v. Obs.—! [f. fier, Finn sd, + -128.] 
intr. To become fire, assume the properties of fire. 

15g Sy_vesteR Dz Bartas 1. ii. (1641) 11/2 But Aire turne 
Water, Earth may Fierize. 

Fierk, obs. f. of Fink. 

Fiersday, Sc. form of THURSDAY. 

Fiers(e, obs. forms of FIERCE. 

|| Fierté (fyerte). [F. ferté, f. fier; see FEER a.] 
Haughtiness, pride; high spirit. 

1673 DrypEen Marr. & la Mode u. i, 1 assume something 
of fierté into my countenance. 1784 Han. More in W. 
Roberts Mevz. (1835) I. 353 This preposterous pride Mrs. 
Palmer seemed to think a noble fierté, 184x Lapy BLEssinG- 
ton Jdler in France 1. 171 A certain fierté..of aspect. 

Fiery (foieri), a. Forms: 3 furie, -y, fuyre, 
-i, -y, 4-6 fyre, -ie, -y, 4-7 firie, -y(e, (5 fery), 
6-7 fierie, (6 fyeri), 6-9 fir(e)y, 6— fiery. [f. 
Fink sd. +-¥ 1. Cf. OF ris. frarvech, Du. vurig, Da. 

Jyrig, MUG. viurec, viuric (Ger. feurig).] [ 

1. Consisting of or containing fire ; flaming with 
fire, Hiery-drake, -dragon = ¥IRE-DRAKE. 

61278 Passion 660 in O. £. Misc. 56 Pe holy gost heom 
com vp-on in fury tunge. c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 39/175 
A fiery Drake par-opon; a-3ein heom cominde huy seize. 
1393 Gower Con. II. 183 For to wissen hem by night A firy 
piller hem alight. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 3b, 
The holy goost appered on y° apostles in fyry tonges. 6x1 
Biste Daz. iii. 23 These three men. .fell downe bound into 
the midst of the burning fierie furnace. @1800 CowreR 
Herois85 Where no volcano pours his fiery flood. a 1822 
SHELLEY Satire upon Sat. 34 And rains on him like flakes 
of fiery snow. 1832 Dr 1a Becue Geol. Man. (ed. 2) 113 
One vast flood of burning matter..rolling to and fro its 
‘fiery surge’. 


[f. Fiery a. + -LY?.] 


. fig. 1866 B. Taytor Pal § Pine, Passion’s fiery flood, 


b. Fire-bearing ; esp. of an arrow, dart, etc. /¢. 
and jig. 


¢1300 St. Brandan 332 Tho ther com in a furi arewe at a 
fenestre. c1386 Cuaucer Kwt.’s T, 706 Loue hath his firy 
dart so brenningly Ystiked thurgh my.. hert. c¢ 1500 
Lancelot 1227 Loues fyre dart..smat one to the hart. 1697 
Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 447 He deals his fiery Bolts about. 
1796 H, Hunter tr. St, Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) 1. 86 The 
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Father of Day, with his fiery shafts, 

Italy 3 As the earthquake’s fiery flight. 
e. In biblical allusions: Attended with or per- 
formed by a display of fire. 

1847 Emerson Poems, Problent Wks. (Bohn) I. 401 Ever 
the fiery Pentecost Girds with one flame the countless host. 
1850 Hare Mission Coif. 9 The firy baptism of the day of 
Pentecost. 1879 Farrar St, Paud (1883) 233 The awful fiery 
Law [see Deut. xxxiii. 2]..delivered by God Himself. 

2. Depending on or performed by the agency of 
fire ; in fery tréal with reference to the testing of 
metals; also, + of a metal, tested by fire. + /zery 
weapons = FIRE-ARMS. fzery wound: a wound 
inflicted by fire-arms. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vit. xxv. (1535) 127/1 He 
{Mars] dysposethe and makethe able to fyrye werkes and 
craftes. 1555 Puitror in Strype Zec/. Mem: LIL. App. xlviii. 
156, Icownsel ye therfor to the fyeri Gold of the Deity of owre 
Christ. 1598 Barret 7/eor. Warres 1. i. 2 The wars are 
much altered since the fierie weapons first came vp. did. 3 
Well wishing in my hart .. that this infernall fierie engine 
had never bin found out. 16x1 Biste x Pet. iv. 12 Thinke 
it not strange concerning the fiery triall which is to trie you. 
1704 Pore Windsor For. 113 The whirring pheasant feels 
the fiery wound. 1876 Freeman Worm. Cong. V. xxiv. 395 
The fiery trial which England went through. 

3. Having the appearance of fire; brightly glow- 
ing or flaming, of a blazing red. 

14.. MS. Herald’s Office in RK. Glouc. (1724) 484 note, In 
whiche enetid appered in the West ii. sterres of fuyry 
colour, 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxxii. 252 Many sterres 
.-fyl doun to the erth leuyng behynde hem fery bemes. 
1561 Burn. Paules Ch. Aij, On Wednesday..was seene a 
marueilous great fyrie lightning. 1590 SpENsER /. Q. 1. 
Ixxv. 7 Flyeth firie light. x60r ? Marston Pasguil §& Kath, 
1, 208 Your nose is firie enough. 31607 ToprseLL Four-f 
Beasts (1658) 6 The head, and back parts to the tail, are of 
a fiery colour. 1727 De For Syst. Magic i. iv. (1840) 102 
These fiery appearances are nothing but certain collections 
of matter exhaled by the influence of the sun from the 
earth. 1791 Mrs. Rapciirre Rom. Forest xi, The sun threw 
a fiery gleam athwart the woods. 1878 Mortry C77t. Misc., 
Carlyle 163 Veiled by purple or fiery clouds of anger, 

b. adsol. or quasi-sb. rare. 

1847 L. Hunt Men, Women, § B. 1, xiv. 239 Hair amount- 

ing to a positive fiery. 
ce. Of eyes (with mixture of sense 5): Flashing, 
glowing, ardent. 

1568 R, Grarron Chyon, (1812) 11. 192 The king. .having 
black eyes, which when he waxed angry, would seeme to 
be fyrie. 1601 SHaxs. Fx. C, 1, ii. 186 Cicero Lookes with 
such Ferret and such fiery eyes, 1819 SHELLEY Cyclops 463 
So will I, in the Cyclops fiery eye. 1842 W. Spatpinc Z/aly 
& It, Ist. 1, 32 The dark fiery eye and marked features of the 
Neapolitan fisherman. 

4, Hot as fire; blazing, burning, red hot. 
+ Mery-triplictty : see quot. 1730. 

e12z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 105/146 Nomen huy pich and brum- 
ston..And ope hire nakede tendre bodi al-fuyri it casten. 
1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 6866 Pat heo wolde poru fury yre. 
1535 STEWART Cron. Scot. IL. 461 Ony spark out of ane fyrie 
brand. 1597 Hooker Eec/. Pol.v. § 54.115 The sword which is 
made fierie doth not only cut..but also burne. 1697 DryDEN 
Virg. Georg. 1. 157 The fiery Suns too fiercely Play. 1726 
tr. Gregory's Astron. 1. Pref. 5 That the Sun and Stars were 
fiery or red-hot Stones, 1730-6 BaiLey (folio), Fiery triplicity, 
are those signs of the zodiack which surpass the rest in fiery 
qualities, as Leo, Aries, and Sagittarius. 1744 BERKELEY 
Stris § 186 The throne of God appeared like a fiery flame. 
1836 Maccitiivray tr. HLumboldt’s Trav. xx. 291 The sky 
became clearer. .and the atmosphere more fiery. 

Jig. @1340 Hampo.e Psalter cxviii. 140 Pe worde pat is 
fyry thorgh be haly gast. 1593 Suaxs. 3 Hen. VJ, 1. iv. 87 
Hath thy fierie heart so parcht thy entrayles? 

b. Of a tumour, etc.: Burning, inflamed. Fzery 
face: one affected by erysipelas. 

1600 SuRFLET Countrie Farme u. xliv. 291 Of these two 
ointments, the first is better for .. skurfs, and firy faces. 
1758 J. S. Le Dran’s Observ. Surg. Dict. (1771) Bbb, 
Antrax, a red fiery Tumour. 1784 CowPer Task u. 183 
Bids a plague Kindle a fiery boil upon the skin. 

e, Acting like fire; productive of a burning 
sensation or inflammation. 

1535 CoverRDALE /sa. xiv. 29 The frute shalbe a fyrie worme, 
1577 Nortusrooxe Dicing (1843) 5 This is that fyrie serpent, 
that as many as looke vypon him should liue. x6rz Brste 
Num.xxi.6 Fierie serpents. 1821 Suertry Hellas 553 Like 
a fiery plague breaks out anew. 1855 Bain Senses & Int. 11. 
ii. §15 The fiery taste of alcoholic liquors. 

5. Of persons, their actions and attributes ; 

a, Ardent, eager, fierce, spirited. 

¢1385 Cuaucer L. G,W. 2292 Philomene, He caste his 
fery herte up-on hyre, 1393 Gower Conf III. 237 Sardana- 
pallus..Was..Fall into thilke firy rage Of love. 1529 More 
Comf. agst. Trib, 11. Wks. 1219/1 Y® firye affeccion that we 
beare to our owne filthy fleshe. 1594 SHaxs, Rich. I//, 1, 
iii. 54 Then fierie expedition be my wing. 1650 Huppert 
Pill Formatlity 24 Very fiery and zealous for the maintenance 
of Episcopacy. 1681 Drypen Ads, § Achit. 156 A fiery Soul, 
which working out its way, Fretted the Pigmy-Body to 
decay, 1848 Macautay ist. Eng, I]. 459 Adventures irresis- 
tibly attractive tohis fierynature, 1867 FREEMAN Vor. Cong. 
(1876) I. v, 290 Such fiery zeal implies the firmest belief, 

b. Fiercely irritable; easily moved to violent 
anger. 

1590 SuAks. Com. Err. wv. iv. 53 Alas how fiery, and how 
sharpe he lookes, 1640 in Hamilton Papers (Camden) App. 
259 His speeches did so fascinate the old fiery little man. 
x710 Tatler No. 231 P 2 A terrible Apprehension of his fiery 
Spirit, 1752 Younc Brothers 1.1, Rome calls me fiery: Let 
her find me so! 1806 Surr Winter in Lond. (ed. 3) II. 273 
‘The signor and this fiery Montagu exchanged some fierce 
looks, 1852 Miss YonGe Cameos II, xv. 163 Charles, in his 
fiery petulance, declared that he would go, 
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ec. Of a horse: Mettlesome, spirited, 

1593 SHaks. Rich. I/, v, ii. 8 The Duke .. Mounted vpon 
a hot and fierie Steed. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 111, 130 
The fiery Courser,. Pricks up his Ears. 1827 Lytton Pe/hane 
x, My horse was..the most fiery. .in Paris. 

6. Of a vapour, esf. gas in a mine: Liable to 
take fire, highly inflammable. Hence of a mine, 
etc.: Containing inflammable gas, liable to ex- 
plosions from firedamp. 

1751 Br. R. Pococxe Trav, Eng. (1888) I. 206 They are 
much troubled with what they call fiery air..When it is 
very bad, they let down a candle byarope, to set fire to the 
fiery damp, as they callit. did. 207 Nothing but the 
vapours or fiery damp that come out of the spring. 1851 
GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms Northumb. §& Durh. 27 
A furnace of the width of 10 feet..will..be sufficient for 
any mine, however fiery. 1868 Dazly News 30 Nov., The 
seam of coal was known to be..a fiery one. 1887 /did. 
30 May 5/3 Both pits are situated in what the miners.. call 
a ‘fiery’ district. 

7. attrib. and Comb. a. adverbial, as fery-bright, 
Sierce, flaming, -hot, -kindled, -liquid, -rash, 
-seeming, -shining, -red, -short, -sparkling, -lwink- 
ling. b. parasynthetic, as fiery-faced, -footed, 
-helmed, -hoofed, -mouthed, -pointed, -spangled, 
-spirited, -sworded, -tressed, -visaged, -wheeled, 
-winged, Also, fiery-new, +(@) = BRAND-NEW 
obs. (cf. fire-new) ; (6) of wine, not yet mellowed ; 
fiery-puissant, transl. of L. zendzpotens, working 
powerfully with fire. 

1531 Evyor Gov. u.vi, The eien “firye bright. 1594 SPENSER 
Amoretti xvi, Legions of loves..Darting their deadly ar- 
rowes, fyry bright. 1588 Fraunce Lawiers Log. Ded., 
A raging and *fireyfaced Aristotelean. 1819 SHELLEY Cyclops 
486 The Cyclops’ eye so “fiery fierce. 1598 SyLvESTER Dz 
Bartas i, ii, Columnes 469 David .. Holds a fierce Lyon's 
*fiery flaming Crest. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. xii. 2 Scarcely 
had Phoebus. .harnessed his *fyrie-footed team. 1592 SHAKS. 
Ron. §& Ful, ut; ii. 1 Gallop apace, you fiery-footed steeds. 
1748 THomson Cast. Jndol. 11. xxxii, A fiery-footed boy, 
Benempt Dispatch. 1715-20 Pore /diad xx. 52 In aid of 
Troy..came, Mars *fiery-helm’d. 1612 Drayton Poly-olé. 
i. 3 Where Titan still vnyokes his “fiery-hoofed Teame. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. x1. xiii. (1495) 398 Whan *firy hote 
yren is quenchyd in water. 14.. Hoccreve Compl. Virgin 
221 Now thowart frosty cold now *fyry hoot. 1850 TENNy- 
son Ja Mem. cxiv, Some wild Pallas. .fiery-hot to burst All 
barriers. 1595 SHaks. Yoh 11. i. 358 Backe to the stained 
field You equall Potents, *fierie kindled spirits. 1655 H. 
VauGuan Silex Scint. 1. Midnight (1858) 54 Thy heav’ns 
..Are a *firie-liquid light. 1596 SPENSER /. Q. Vv. viii. 40 
The *firie-mouthed steedes. 1644 Meast-of Feasts 2 Take 
a taste of their new, *fiery-new Divinity. 1842 TENNYSON 
Will Water. 98 The vintage, yet unkept, Had relish, fiery- 
new. 1593 SHaks. Lucy, 372 The fair and *fiery-pointed 
sun. 1573 Twyne neid x. Eej, Take that shield which.. 
The *fyrypuissant god unvict gaue thee. 1631 WEEVER 
Anc. Fun. Mon, 212 Which *fierie-rash temper of his. 1593 
Suaxs. Rich. IT, u. iii. 58 Here come the Lords. .*fierie red 
with haste. 1846 G. E. Day tr. St0n’s Aninz. Chem. II. 228 
The urine was usually of a fiery-red colour. 1628 F. FLETCHER 
Drake's Voy. (Hakl. Soc.) 149 An infinite swarme of *fierie- 
seeming wormes flying in the aire. 1594 ? GREENE Se/imus 
Wks. XIV. 288 Mars .. Mounted vpon his *firie-shining 
waine. 1847 TENNYSON Princ. v. 297 *Fiery-short was Cyril's 
counter-scoff. 1586 Martowe 1s¢ Pt. Tambur. v. ii, Even 
from the “fiery-spangled bed of heaven. 1596 Fitz-GErFREY 
Sir #. Drake (1881) 63 The *fierie-sparkling precious Chryso- 
lite. 1652 J, Wricut tr. Camus’ Nature's Paradox 266 The 
*fiery-spirited Beast..carried Liante towards the besieger’s 
Trenches, 1821 Byron Caz 1. i, Guarded by *fiery-sworded 
cherubim. 1745-6 Cotiins Ode to Liberty 97 The *fiery- 
tressed Dane..o’erturn’d the fane. @ 1649 Drumm. oF 
Hawtn. Poems Wks. (1711) 15 ‘Mong .. *fiery twinkling 
gleams Of warm vermilion swords. 1813 SHELLEY Q. AZab 
vu. 87 The *fiery-visaged firmament expressed Abhorrence. 
1632 Mitton Pevseroso 51 The *fiery-wheeléd throne, 1757 
Dyer Fveece iv, 211 *Fiery-winged winds. .rous’d by sudden 
storms, 

ce. In the names of birds and animals: fiery- 
brandtail, the redstart (Rutictlla phanicurus) ; 
fiery-flare, -flaw = /ire-flazre, the sting-ray ; fiery- 
tangs, dial. (see quot.) ; fiery-topaz, a species o 
humming bird. 

1813 J. Heaprick Agric. Surv. Forfars. App. 55 Both 
these species [crab and lobster] are called in Angusshire.. 
Firy-tangs. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., iery-flaw 
or frei aire, a northern designation of the sting-ray (Raia 
pastinaca), 1868 Woop Homes without H. xxix. 554 The 
oddly shaped nest .. is made by the Fiery Topaz (Tofaza 
pyra). 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh,. Word-bh,, Fiery-bran’s 
tail, the Redstart. 

Fiery-cross: see FIRE-CROSS. 

Fife (foif), sd. Forms: a. 6 fiphe, fyfe, 6- 
fife. 8, 6-7 phi-, phyfe, -phe. [First appears 
in 15th c.: it is uncertain whether it is directly 
a, HGer. pfeifé (see Pive 5b.), or a corruption of 
F. jifre fife, fifer (15th c. in Littré), a. OHG. 
pfifivt (mod.G. pfezfer) piper, fifer, f. Afifan to 
Pirr.] 

1. AZus. A small shrill-toned instrument of the 
flute kind, used chiefly to accompany the drum in 
military music. 

1555 WatREMAN /arvdle Facions 11. xi, 248 Thei [Turkes] 
vse a dromme and a fiphe, to assemble their Bandes. 1577 
Fenton Gold. Epist. 30 Out of little and smal phyfes, come 
a voice cleare and shrill. 1674 Prayrorp S#id/ Mus. Pref. 5 
When he hears the sound of the Trumpet, the Fife and 
Drum. 1710 Puivies Pastorals vy. 52 In thee The rudeness 
of my rural fife 1 see, 1846 Grore Greece 1, viii, (1862) II, 
212 Their step was regulated by the fife, 








FIFTEEN. 
b. (See quot.) 


1876 Strainer & Barrett Dict. Mus. Terms, Fife, an organ: 
stop. A piccolo, generally of two feet in length, 

2. The sound of this instrument ; in quots. ¢rans/f. 

1627 P. Frercuer Locusts u. iv, And blasts with whistling 
fifes new rage inspire. 1810 Scorr Lady of L, 1. xxxi, The 
lark’s shrill fife may come. .from the fallow. 

3. One who plays the fife; a fifer. 

1348 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 166 For one monthes 
wages .. for iiij drummes and two fyfes, every at xls. 1598 
Barret 7heor. Warres u. i. 18 Instructing the Drummes 
and Phifes their seuerall soundes. 1625 MarkHam Souldiers 
Accid. 15 The Phiphes (if there be more then one) the eldest 
shall march with the eldest Drumme. 1649 Ann. Barber- 
Surgeons Lond. (1890) 406 Paid to the Drumme & Phiffe— 
12s, Mod. They sent the drums and fifes to drown his voice, 

4. attrib., as fife-bird. Also, fife-major (JZ/.), 
a non-commissioned officer who superintends the 


fifers of a regiment. 

1854 Wuittier Lit, Rec. § Alisc. 241 I heard a mellow 
gush of music from the brown-breasted fife-bird. 1802 JAMES 
Milit. Dict., Fife-magor. 


Fife (foif), v. [f. prec. sb.] a. zztv. To play 
ona fife. b. ¢vaus. To play (a tune) upon or as 
upon the fife. 

1837 Loner. Dvift-Wood Prose Wks, 1886 I. 322 All blow- 
ing and drumming and fifing away like mad. 1887 STEVEN- 
son Underwoods 17 Winds that in darkness fifed a tune. 

Hence Fi'fing vé/. sd., the action of the vb. 

¢ 1817 Byron To 7. Moore ii, Fifing and drumming..Oh 
Thomas Moore! 1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. I. xxi, § xx, 
The fluting and fifeing expire, the drumming remains, 

Fifer (foifor). [f. as prec.+-ER1.] One who 
plays the fife. 

1540 in Vicary’s Anat, (1888) App. xii. 242 Item, for Iohn 
Pretre, fyfer, wagis .. xxs. viijd. 1585 Jas. I Lss. Poesie 
(Arb.) 17 Syne Phifers, Drummes, and Trumpets cleir do 
craue The pelmell chok with larum loude alwhair. 1659 
Torriano, /zfaro, a piper, a fifer, a fluter. 1809 PINKNEY 
Trav. France 247 This is some fifer who has obtained this 
leave. 1840 Act 3-4 Vict. c.96 § 53 Drummer, trumpeter, 
fifer, 1868 Morris Larthly Par. u. (1870) 147 The fifer 
[must] stop His dancing notes the pensive drone that chid. 

Fife-rail (faifjre'l). Mat. [Said by sailors 
to be so called because the fifer sat on this rail 
while the anchor was being got in] ‘a. 
“Rails forming the upper fence of the bulwarks on 
each side of the quarter-deck and poop in men-of- 
war’ (Adm. Smyth, 1867) (0ds.). b. The rail round 
the main-mast, encircling both it and the pumps 
and furnished with belaying pins for the running 
rigging. ; j 

1721-1800 Baitry, /ife Rails. 1804 A. Duncan Mari- 
ner’s Chron. Pref. 19 Drift-rails, fife-rails, sheer-rails, waist- 
rails, etc. 188x W. C. Russet, Ocean Free-Lance II. iv. 
168 [It] whitened the rigging and the fife-rails. 

Fiff (fif), v. zonce-wd. [Echoic.] -To play on 
the Pandean pipes. (In quot. quasi-¢vavs.) 

1886 7insley’s Mag. July 65 The man with. .the Pandean 
pipes. .trying to fiff himself into a Consumption. 

Fifish (feisfif), a. Sc. [said to be f. Az the 
name ofa Scotch county + -IsH; applied originally 
as a term of opprobrium to people from that 
county.] Somewhat deranged. 

1822 Scott Pzrate ix, Very, very Fifish, as the east-country 
fisher-folks say. 1824 — Redgauntlet vii, ‘Just Fifish, wowf 
—a wee bit by the East-Nook or sae.’ : 


Fift, obs. form of Firru. 

Fifteen (fiftzn, fi'ftin), a. and sd. Forms: 1 fif-, 
fyfténe, -tyne, 3-6 fif-,fyften(e, 3 south. vyftene, 
(3 fythtene), 3, 5 fiveten(e, 7-8 -een, 5-7 fyve- 
tene, 6-7 fifteene, 9 Sc. feifteen, 6— fifteen. 
[OE. féfténe, -tjne corresponds to OFris. fiftine, 
OS. fifteen (LG. foftetn, Du. vijftien), OHG. 

Sinf-zehen, finfzehan (MUG, viinf-, fiinfzehen, 
mod.G. frinfzehn), ON. fimtin (Sw. femton, Da. 

Seniten), Goth. fimftathun ; f. OTeut. *fimf Five 
+ *tehwn TEN ; see -TEEN, ] 

The cardinal number composed of ten and five, 
represented by the symbols 15 or xv. 

A. as adj. 
‘1. In concord with sb, expressed. 

Beowulf 1582 (Gr.) He. .sloh..fyftyne men. a 1000 Guthlac 
908 (Gr.) He on westenne wiceard zeceas fiftynu sear. ¢1160 
Hatton Gosp. John xi. 18 Ofer fyftena furlenga, ¢ 1250 
Gen, & Ex. 415 For fiftene 3er hadde adam; dan caim of 
eue cam. 1297 R. Guiouc. (1724) 416 A.. comete.. hym 
ssewede vyftene ny3t ywys. -@ 1300 Cursor M. 27737 (Cott.) 
Pir ar be springes o wreth fythtene. 1 Hampote Pr. 
Consc. 4564 Aftir pair dede .. Anticrist sal regne, yhit fiften 
days. a1400 Prymer (1891) 59 Heere bygynneth the fyftene 
psalmes. 1548 Forrest Pleas. Poesye 472 The beste ffyue- 
tene shealinges not surmowntinge. 1602 WArNER AZ), Eng. 
x1. Ixii. 272 Saint Nicholas Bay. .fifteene hundred Miles from 
Mosco is away. 1647 Futter Good Th, in Worse T. (1841) 
g2 An agitation .. to bring down jubilees to fifteen, twelve, 
or ten years. 1766 Pennant Zood. (1768) II. 235 Taken in 
clap-nets of fiveteen yards length, 1819 SHELLEY Peter Bell 
vil. 23 For fifteen months. 1883 Srrvenson 77eas. /s/. 1. i, 
Fifteen men on the dead man's chest. 

2. With ellipsis of sb., which may usually be 
supplied from context. Zhe Lifteen: the Court of 
Session (formerly) consisting of fifteen Judges. 
Also, the first Jacobite rising (in the year 1715). 

c 1050 Byrhtferth’s Handboc in Angla VIII. 303 Gif ber 
synt fiftene to lafe todzlad ba eall swa ba odre. a 1300 
Cursor M, 8863 (Cott.) pis temple .. of heght it had fiften 


FIFTEENER. 


[eln]. 1660 Sir B. Rupprer Poems 83 Give me a Virgin of 
Fifteen. 1712-4 PorE Rafe Lock wv. 58 Hail, wayward 
Queen! Who rule the sex to fifty from fifteen. 1769 Dublin 
Mercury 16-19 Sept. 2/2 A Black Gelding .. about fifteen 
high. @1797 H. WatroLe Jem. Geo. IJ, 1. 266 A man en- 
gaged in the former rebellion or as the Scotch call it in the 
Fifteen. 1814 Scorr /Vav. lxiv, ‘Ye were just as ill aff in 
the feifteen.’ 1815 — Guy JZ, xxxviii, ‘A man’s aye the 
better thought o’ in our country for having been afore the 
feifteen.’ 1842 Orverson Creol. vill. 75 From adolescent 
fifteen .. to mature twenty-five. 

+3. =FIFTEENTH a. Obs. 

1375 Barsour Brace 1. 17 On the fyften day. c1430 Free- 
masonry 251 The fyftene artycul maketh an ende, For to the 
mayster he ys a frende. 1525 Lp. Berners ’vozss. II. cxxv. 
[exxi.] 356 To be at Hamton the fyftene day of May. 1898 
GRENEWEY Tacitus’ Avn. V1. vi. (1622) 130 The fifteene Ka- 
lends of Nouember. 1623 B7/7 of Compl. in N. Shaks. Soc. 
Trans. (1885) 498 In the fifteene yeare of his Maties raigne, 

B. as sd. 

1. Lng. Hist. =FIFTEENTH 56. 1. Obs, 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vii. 480 In this yere also the Kynge 
helde his parlyament. .in the whiche was graunted ynto hym 
thre fyftenys. 1540 Wottinghanz Rec. III. 379 To Master 
Meyre in money to make owte the Fyftenv./7. 1593 Suaxs. 
2 Hen, VI, wW. vii. 23. 1643 PryNNE Sov. Power Parl. 1. 
(ed. 2) 23 Both the Houses gave halfea tenth and halfe a fif- 
teene, to be disposed of as the Lords thought fit, for the 
defence of the Realme, 

2. A set of fifteen persons or things: a. A set of 
fifteen players forming a ‘ side’ at Rugby football. 

1880 T7imzes 12 Nov. 4/4 The two Universities .. always 
place strong fifteens in the field. 1890 Dazly News 4 Dec. 
2/3 The visitors brought a powerful fifteen, and secured the 
victory after a splendid game, 

+b. (see quot.) Ods. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 111. 231/2 A pair of Beads called 
Fifteens, containing fifteen Pater Nosters.and 150 Aves, 

e. Crzbbage. An exact sum of fifteen pips counted 
on two or more cards, a court card reckoning as Io. 

1674 Cotton Compl. Gamester ix. 108 That makes you six 
Games, because there is two fifteens and a pair. 1830 Hoyle 
made familiar 58 They neither form a pair, a fifteen, a 
sequence nor a flush. 

3. A game at cards : see quot. 

1884 Daily News 13 Feb. 5/6 During a game of fifteen, a 
species of poker, several cards were marked. 

C. Comb., as fifieen-spined adj.; fifteen- 
pounder, a gun throwing a shot that weighs fifteen 
pounds; fifteen-shilling a., worth fifteen shillings. 

1684 J. PETER S7ege Vienna tog *Fifteen pounders. 1855 
Macautay f7zst. Eng. 1V. 698 The ministers .. resolved to 
issue. .*fifteenshilling bills, for the payment of the troops. 
1832 JoHNnsTon in Proc. Berw, Nat. Club 1. 7 The *fifteen- 
spined stickleback. 


Fifteener (fiftznoz). [f. prec. +-ER1.] A book 
printed in the fifteenth century. 

1830 Blackw Mag. X XVII, 306 An ardent devotee of Fif- 
teeners. 1876 Currer Reales Dict. Catal. 68 Such .. books 
are fifteeners or the rarest Americana, 

Fifteenth (fift“np, fi-ftzp), a. and sd. Forms: 
1 fifteiSe, -é08a, -é(0)s8a, 3 fiftéoSa, south. 
viftethe, vyfteope, 3-4 fiftend(e, 4 south. 
vyfteope, 6 Kent vifftend, 4-7 fiftenth(e, (4 
fiftenpe), 5-6 fyfte(n)th(e, (6 -teenth), 6-7 
fivete(e)nth, 6- fifteenth. [OE. /¢/téoda (fem. 
and neut. -e), f. /#//éne FiFTEEN on the analogy of 
téoda TENTH. From the 14thce. the forms descend- 
ing from the OE. become rare, being superseded 
by a new formation on FIFTEEN +-TH, which still 
remains. A third form of the ordinal, //tend(e, 
appears in the Ormulum, Hampole and the Cursor 
Mundi, and appears to be due to Scandinavian 
influence; cf. ON. fimtande (Sw. femtonde, Da. 
Jemtende). The other Teut. langs. agree with the 
ON. in having the ordinal suffix as -d- instead of 
-f-; OF ris. fiftinde, OS. *fifteindo (Du. vijftiende), 
OHG. funfzéndo (MHG. viinfzehende, mod.Ger. 
Siinfzehnte), Goth, fimfta-tathunda (= fifth + 
tenth).] The ordinal numeral belonging to the 
cardinal fifteen, 

SS GE 

1, In concord with sd. expressed. 

¢ 900 Beda’s Hist, wv. xxvii. [xxvi.] (1891) 358 Py fiftegdan 
geare. c1000 Sax, Leechd, I1I. 190 Mone se fifteoda, c1z00 
OrMIN 9170 Onn hiss fiftende winnterr. 1297 R. Grouc. 
(1724) 522 The viftethe peni of hor god. 1382 Wyciir W777. 
xxvill, 17 In the fiftenthe day. a@1440 Six Degrev. 1869 
One the fyftethe day. 15353 CovERDALE 2 Kings xiv. 23 In 
the fyftenth yeare of Amasias, 1749 Fietpinc Tom Fones 
xv. xii, And here we put an end to the fifteenth book, 185 


Ruskin Stoves Ven, (1874) I. i. 30 Dull inventions of the 
fifteenth century. 
2. With ellipsis of sb, 

1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. 1. vi. 25 A councell, from which by 
any thing that can be learnt from the fifteenth of the Acts, 
no faithful Christian was debarr’d. 1753 N. Torrrano 
Gangr. Sore Throat 125 She having had a very bad Night 
from the Fourteenth to the Fifteenth. 

3. Fifteenth part: one of fifteen equal parts into 
which a quantity may be divided. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 798 A Fifteenth Part of Siluer. 1662 
Graunt Bills of Mortality vii. 42 London .. bear[s] the fif- 
teenth part of the charge of the whole Nation in all Publick 
Taxes. ; 
18h Oe 

1. A fifteenth part; esp. in Hug. Hist. A tax of 
one-fifteenth formerly imposed on personal property. 











199 


¢ 1380 Wyciir Eng. Wks. (1880) 66 Men supposen alle bes 
passen pre fiftenbes. 1496-7 Act Hen. V//, c. 12 (title) An 
Acte for Fyftenthes and Tenthes. 1518 JZS. Acc. SK! Fohn's 
Hosp., Canterb., Payd for ij wrytys for alowans off be viff- 
tend. 1647 N. Bacon Disc, Govt. Eng. 1. \xiv. (1739) 133 
He took a fifteenth which was granted to his Father. 1765 
Brackstone Covzm. 1.1. viii, 298 Tenths and fifteenths were 
temporary aids .. granted to the king by parliament. 1879 
CastLe Law of Rating 21 The collectors of the tenths and 
fifteenths granted to the King in the City of London, 

2. Mus. a. (see quot. 1876.) b. (see quot. 
1880.) 

a. 1597 Morrery /ntrod. Mus. 71 An eight, a twelfth, a 
fifteenth. .and so forth .. be perfect cordes. 1609 Doutanp 
Ornith. Microl. 79 Others are tripled, to wit, a fifteenth, 
which is equall to the sound of an Vnison, and an Eight. 
1876 Srarner & Barretr Dict. Mus. Terms, Fifteenth, the 
interval of a double octave. 

b. 1613 Organ Spect/. Worcester Cathedral, In the choir 
organ .. 1 smal-principal or fiftenth of mettal. 1776 Sir J. 
Hawkins //ist. Music IV. 1. x. 149 Of the stops of an 
organ, the most usual are the Diapasons .. Tenth, ‘Twelfth, 
Fifteenth [etc.]. 1880 Grove Dict. Mus., Fifteenth is a stop 
or set of pipes in an organ sounding 2 octaves or 15 notes 
above the Open diapason. 

Hence Fiftee-nthly adv., in the fifteenth place. 

a 1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts ut. (1704) 322/1 
Fifteenthly, they ought to take Account. 1691-8 Norris 
Pract. Disc, (1711) 111, 170 When he shall yet further con- 
sider Fifteenthly. 


Fifth (fifp), 2. andsd. Forms: 1 fifta, (fem. & 
neut. fifte), 2-7 fift(e, (3 figft, 4 fyfft), 3-4 south. 
vifte, 3-6 fyfte, -the, (3 fivet, 5 fyvet), 4-5 fyve- 
(pe, -th(e, (4-5 fifpe, -the), 5-7 fith(e, 6— fifth. 
[OE. fif/ta=OFris. féfta, OS. fifto (Du. vijfde), 
OHG. jimfio, finfto (MHG. vunfie, viinfte, mod. 
Ger. fiinfte), ON. fimie (Sw, and Da. fenzte), Goth. 
*fmfta:—OTeut. *fimfton-, f. pre-Teut. *pengto- 
(Gr. mepmrés, Lat, gzezz(c)tus), f. *penge Fiyn. The 
normal form /if¢ still survives in dialects; the 
standard form, which first appears in the 14th c., 
is due to the analogy of fourth.] The ordinal 
numeral belonging to the cardinal five, 


A. adj. 1. In concord with sd. expressed. 
c1ooo AiLFRric Lev. xix. 25 A’r bam fiftan zeare. 
Sax. Leechd, 11. 298 Fifte mzgen is. 
103 Peo fifte sunne is Tristicia. az22z5 Aucr. R. 198 Pe vifte 
hweolp hette Inobedience. a@1300 Cursor MM. 9232 (Cott.) 
To recken forth pat leuedi kin, Pe fift eild wil we be-gin, 
1340 Ayend. 12 Pe vifte article zuo is pet [etc.]. 1380 Wycur 
Sel, Wks. 111. 444 Pe fyfit heresie. c1q00 Destr. Troy 7553 
heading, Of the Fyuet Batell in the Felde. 1486 BA. S?. 
Albans Ejb, The fithe yere a grete stagge. 1526 Piler. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 307 b, By the vertue of the fyfth 
worde that thou spake for great mystery. 1632 SANDERSON 
Sernt. 447 The fift position. 1700 DrypEN Pal. § Arc. m1, 
168 With smiling aspect you serenely move In your fifth 
orb, and rule the realm of love. 1781 Cowper Hope 414 Just 
made fifth chaplain of his patron Jord. 1857 Hucues Tow 
Brown t. viii, The fifth form would fag us, and I and some 
more struck and we beat ’em, 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fifth 
ventricle [of the brain], the cavity which lies between the 
two layers of the septum lucidum. 
b. Zo smite, + stab tn, under the fifth rib: to 
strike to the heart. /z¢. and jig. 

The Reyised Version (agreeing with the older Eng. ver- 
sions) has ‘in the belly’; the translators of 1611 regarded won 
homesh as the same word as Admesh fifth part ; the two are 
from different roots, as the other Semitic langs. show. 

1611 BIBLE 2 Savz. ii. 23 Wherefore Abner with the hinder 
ende of the speare smote him vnder the fift ribbe. 1641 W. 
Hooxe New Eng. Teares 11 Death .. stabs them in the fift 
rib, 1822 SHEeLtey Chas. J, 1. 104 Smiting each Bishop 
under the fifth rib, 

e@. The fifth wheel of a coach, waggon, etc.; pro- 
verbially used for something superfluous. 

1891 Law Times XCI. 205/2 The functions of the grand 
juror are too often those of the fifth wheel in the coach, 

2, With ellipsis of sb. 

O. E. Chron. an. 827 Fifta was Eadwine Norpan hymbra 
cyning. ¢1175 Lamb, Honz. 39 Fifte is pet pu scalt forzeuen 
pon monne pe wid pe agultet. ax1300 Cursor M. 23235 
(Gétt.) Of helle pines .. be fi3ft es vndemes of dint, pat ba 
wreches par sal hint. 1584 R. Scor Discov. Witchr. 1. viii. 
13 Statutes made in the fift of Elizabeth. 1678 B, R. Let, 
Pop. Friends 8 That cursed, unfortunate Fifth of November. 
1725 PorE Odyss. 1x. 395 The lots were cast on four; Myself 
the fifth, 18:8SHELLEY Rev. [slam x.ix. 5 Each fifth shall 
give The expiation for his brethren here. 

3. Fifth part: one of five equal parts into which 
a quantity may be divided? 

1480 CAxTon Chron. Eng. ccxxv 230 The kyng axed the 
fifthe part of all the meoble goodes of englond. 1565-73 
Coorer Thesaurus, Cochlearium .. two fift partes. a 1687 
Pretty Pol, A7vith. (1690) 73 The same Lands will produce 
a fifth part more of Food. ; 

4. quasi-adv. In the fifth place, FirrHuy. 


¢ 1000 
e1175 Lamb. Hone. 


- 1526 Piler.. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 292 Fyfth, they be 


mortifyed from the inordynate affeccyon of parentes. 
B. sb. 1. = Fifth part. See A.3. Also, a fifth 
part of moveable goods granted to the king. 

1557 RecorpDE Whetst. B ij b, Sesguiguinta, 6 to 5: 12 to 
ro. .(14) a fifte more. 1578 T. N. tr. Cong. W. India 6 The 
kings fiftes and revenues. 1674 JEAKE A77th, (1696) 209 To 
set down 3 Fourths and 4 Fifths, 1724 Swirr Dragier’s 
Lett. v. (1725) 147 When the Publick shall have lost. . Four 


Fifths of its Annual Income forever. 1777 Ropertson Hist, 


Amer. (1783) III. 370 The spoil .. after setting apart the 
king’s fifth, was divided among 480 persons, 

2. Mus. a. The interval of three tones and a 
semitone, embracing five diatonic degrees of the 

















FIFTIETH. 


scale. Also in augmented, diminished, perfect 
Jifth, for which see those words. : 

1597 Mortey Jztrod. Mus. 70 A third, a Fift, a Sixt, 
1652 News fr. Lowe-Countr. 8 He.. Knows Thirds, Fifths, 
Eights, Rests, Moods, and Time. 1737 Ozett Radelais V. 
80 La Quinte. .a Fifth, or the Proportion of Five in Musick. 
1825 DANNELEY Zvzcycl. Music, Fifth, a note in music, of 
which there are three species, viz. the perfect fifth, called 
also dominant, the diminished and augmented. 1864 Mrs: 
Garry Parables fr, Nature Ser, tv, 13t All the fifths were 
either too flat or too sharp, 

b. The concord of two tones separated by this 
interval, a 

1656 tr. Hobbes’ Elem. Philos. w. xxix. 372 The Organ [of 
hearing] will .. make that Concord which is called a Fifth, 
1674 [see ConcorD sé, 5]. % 

3, pl. Articles of the fifth degree in quality; fifth- 
rate material. 

1881 Dazly News 7 Sept. 3/4 Butter. .thirds, 106s.; fourths, 
99.3; fifths, 78s. 1893 West. Gaz. 5 June 6/3 Formerly 
only as low a quality as good fifths were imported. ; 

C. Comb. fifth- chain (see quot.); fifth- 
essence = QUINTESSENCE; fifth-penny, = fifth 
part ; fifth-wheel (see quot.). 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 8309/2 *Fifth-chain, the chain 
by which the single lead horse in a team of five is hitched 
to the end of the tongue, 1585 Jas. I Zss, Poesze (Arb.) 35 
Poure out, my frends, there your “*fift-essence fyne. 1732 
Swirt Prop. Pay Nat. Debt, Wks. (2841) II. 123 The lands 
of the primacy. .are let so low that they hardly pay a *fifth 
penny of the real value, 1809 BAwDWEN Domesday Bh. 416 
Torksey and Hardwick paid the fifth-penny of the tax of the 
city of Lincoln. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1. 839/2 *Fifth 
wheel, a wheel or segment above the fore-axle of a carriage 
and beneath the bed. .the fifth wheel forms an extended sup- 
port to prevent the careening of the carriage bed. 

b. When prefixed to certain sbs., as form, rate, 
etce., fifth forms a combination, which is used at- 
tributively, passing occas, into an aa7., and through 
the absolute use into a sd. 

1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 38/4 A Fifth Rate Fregat, called the 
Sweepstakes, 1672 Lacy Dumb Lady, Prol., My less than 
fifthrate wit. 1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2451/4 Admiral Herbert 
had with him..1o fourth Rates, 1 fifth Rate, and 2 Tenders. 
1747, J. Linn Lett. Navy i. (1757) 22 Captains of a fifth 
rate, 1857 HucHes Zo Browz 1. ix, For most of the sixth 
spent their evenings in the fifth-form room. 

Hence Fi'fthly adv., in the fifth place. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de. W. 1531) 8b, Fyfthly, they must 
despyse y® deuyll with all his pompes. 1681 H. Morr £-x/. 
Dan, App. iii. 297 Fifthly, If it be demanded why, etc. 1681-6 
J. Scotr Chn, Life (1747) III. 252 Fifthly and lastly, That 
Christ also was that Jehovah and divine Lord and King..is 
evident. 1800 YounG in Phz?. Trans. XCI. 82 Fifthly by 


immerging the eye in water, 7 
+ Fifth monarch. 00s. Christ as the head 


of the ‘ fifth monarchy’; see next. 

1658 CowLey Cutter Coleman St. Epil. Wks, 1710 IT. 893 
So great and gay a one [Congregation] I ne’er did meet At 
the Fifth Monarch’s Court in Coleman-street. 1660 B7bZioth, 
Fanat. in Harl. Mise. (1746) VIII. 70/2 He had resolved to 
keep it till the Coming of the fifth Monarch. 

Fifth monarchy. The last of the five great 
empires referred to in the prophecy of Daniel 
(Dan. ii. 44), in the 17th c. identified with the 
millennial reign of Christ predicted in the apoca- 
lypse. Also a¢¢rzb., esp. in Fifth-monarchy man, 
one of those in 17th c. who believed that the second 
coming of Christ was immediately at hand, and 
that it was the duty of Christians to be prepared 
to assist in establishing his reign by force, and in 
the meantime to repudiate all allegiance to any 
other government. 

1637 EveLyN Diary 10 Aug., Desperate zealots, call’d the 
Fifth-Monarchy-Men. 1677 Dx. LauprrDALe in L. Papers 
(1885) III. lvii. 89 How soone they [the disaffected in-W. 
Scotland] may take armes no man can tell; for..they are 
perfitely fifth monarchye men. 1702 SEwALL Diary 31 Jan. 
(1879) II. 52 William Parsons of 88 years, is buried. Was 
in the fifth-monarchy fray in London: but slipt.away in the 
Crowd. 173x E. Catamy Z7/ (1830) I. 1. 76 He [Calamy’s 
schoolmaster] was a sort of Fifth Monarchy man. 

Hence Fifth-mona‘rchical, a., of or pertaining to 
the Fifth-monarchy ; Fifth-monarchism 707ce- 
wad., the principles of the /7z/th-monarchy-men ; 
Fifth-mo*narchist = /7/th-monarchy-man. 

1679 Oates Narr. Popish Plot Ded. Aijb, An Anti- 
-christian pretence of a Fifth Monarchical Soveraignty over 
all the Kings and Princes of Christendom. 1705 E. WarD 
Hud. Rediv, 11. ix., Fifth-Monarchical Fanaticks. 1736 Plea 
Sacram. Test 110 Venner, and the other Fifth-Monarchists 
in England. 1832-4 De Quincey Czsars Wks. 1862 1X.9 The 
fanatics of 1650 who proclaimed Jesus for their king. .were 
usually styled Fifth-Monarchists. 1870 LowELt Among my 
Bks. Ser. 1. (1873) 235 The turbid zeal of Fifth-Monarchism. 

Fiftieth (fiftiep), a. (sd.) Forms: 1-2 fifti- 
goba, -geda, fifteogoda, -gade, 2-3 fiftuda, -Be, 
3 fiftugede, 4-6 fif-, fyftith(e, -tyth(e, 6- fiftieth. 
LOE. féf/tigoda :—earlier */tf/tigunpa, corresponding 
to ON. fimmtugdnde (Sw., Norw. femtiande, Da. 

Jemtiende), f. Firty on the analogy of TENTH. 

In the other Teut. langs. the ordinal suffix is different 3 
OFris. fiftichsta (Du. vijf/tigste), OHG. fim/zugésto (MHG, 
vinfzegeste, mod.Ger. fuinfzigste.| _ ‘ 

The ordinal numeral belonging to the cardinal 
fifty. iftveth part; one of fifty equal parts into 
which a quantity may be divided. 

c1000 /ELFric Gram. (Z.) 283 Quinguagesimus, se fifteo- 
goda, c1i75 Lamb, Hom, 87 pe fiftuda dei fram pan 


FIETY: 


estertid. c¢1200 Trin. Coll. Hom, 117 Pe fiftugede dai after 
estrene dai. 1382 Wyctir Nm. viii, 25 Whanne the fyftithe 
seer of age thei han fulfillid. 1530 Patscr. 372 Cinguan- 
tiesme..fyftyth. 1579 FutKe Heskins’ Pari. 495 The fiftieth 
Chapter sheweth the understanding of the same text by 
Effrem, 1611 Biste Lev, xxv. 11 A Lubile shall that fiftieth 

eere be vnto you. 1721 NewTon Ofticks 1. xxi. (ed. 3) 325 

he fiftieth part of an Inch. 1868 Lockyer Heavens (ed. 3) 
310 The fiftieth part of a second of arc. 1800 YouNG in 
Phil. Trans. XCI. 48 Their difference was exactly one-fifth 
ofaninch, To this we must add a fiftieth. 


Pifty (fifti), a. and sd. Forms: 1 fiftiz, 2-4 
fifti, 3 Orm. fifftiz, south. vifti, 3-5 fi-, fyfte, 
3-6 fyfty, 4-6 fiftie, -tye, (6 fyvetie), 7 fivety, 
4,7-fifty. [OE. fiftez = OF ris. fiftich, fiftech, OS. 
Siftich (Du. vijftig), OHG. fjimfzug (MHG. frimfzec, 
fiinfzec, mod.Ger. fiinfzig), ON. fimm tigir (Sw. 
Jemtio, Norw. and obs. Da. femti), Goth. fimf 
tigjus, OTeut. *fimfi Five + *tigiwiz, pl. of *Zeguz 
decade: see -ry.] 

A. adj. The cardinal number equal to five tens, 
represented by 50 or ]. Also with omission of sb., 
and in comb. with numbers below ten (ordinal and 


cardinal), as fifty-one, fifty-jirst, etc. 

Beowulf 2733 (Gr.) Fiftiz wintra. c1ooo AEtFric Dewt. 
xxii, 29 Fiftiz yntsena seolfres. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 225 Fifti 
fedme wid. c 1205 Lay. 1285 Fiftiscipen fulle. 1297 R. GLouc. 
(2724) 518 Arst he adde ileye an erthe vnssrined vifti 3er. 
c1325 Metr. Hom. 18 A man haht him fifty penis. ¢1380 
Wycur Wks, (1880) 192 Fourty or fyfty in a queer. c¢1400 
Destr. Troy 4064 In hor company come clene shippes fyfté. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 132/2 Fifte sithe, guinguagesies. a 1561 
G. Cavenvisu Metr, Vis. in Life Wolsey (1825) Il. 3x This 
fyvetie or threscore yere. 1588 Suaxs, L. L. L. IW. iii. 242 
Awithered Hermite, fiue score winters worne, Might shake 
off fiftye looking in hereye. 1611 Biste Gev. ix. 28 And 
Noah liued after the flood, three hundred and fifty yeeres. 
1683 Pennsylv. Archives I. 57 To secure the Paeyment of 
fivety pounds of like money. 1777 Rosertson H7st. Amer. 
(1783) II. 377 Near the fifty-third degree of latitude. 1847 
TENNYSON Pyivc. V. 305 Some fifty ona side. 1878 Morey 
Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. 199 The disruption of the French 
monarchy fifty years afterwards. 

b. Used indefinitely as a large number. 

1818 Byron ¥uaz 1. cviil, When people say, ‘I’ve told you 
fifty times’, They mean to scold. 1870 Kincstey in Gd. 
Words 204/1 A merchant..who had fifty things to tell us of 
his own special business. 

+e, =FIFTIETH. Obs. 

1539 Tonstatt Seri, Palin Sund. (1823) 58 Expoundynge 
the gospel of John in the fyfty treaty. 31558 KENNEDY 
Compend, Treatise in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844) 123 The 
Apostolis ressavit the gift of the Haly Gaist the fyftiday, 
¢callit in our language Wytsounday. 1578 TimME Cadine on 
_ Gen, 156 As we may read in the fiftie Psalme. 

B. sd. 

1. A set of fifty persons or things. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Mark vi. 40 Hi pa seton hundredon & 
fiftizon. 1382 Wyciir Luke ix. 14 Make hem to sitte to mete 
by feestis, fyftyes. 161r Biste 2 Avugs i. 13 Hee sent 
againe a captaine of the third fiftie, with his fiftie. — 
1 Macc. iii. 55 ludas ordained .. captains .. ouer fifties, and 
ouer tennes. 1844 Lincarp Amglo-Sax. Ch, (1858) II. ix. 64 
Every deacon read. .two fifties [fifty psalms]. 1894 77es 
23 Feb, 8/4 The price rose by fifties to £3,450. 

2. a. The age of fifty years. b. Zhe fifties: the 
years between fifty and sixty in a particular century 
or in one’s life. i 

e1714 Pore Jmit. Hor., Epist. 1. vii. 73 Near fifty and 
without a Wife. 1855 Tennyson JZazd 1. vi. 3x Ah, what 
shall I be at fifty Should Nature keep me alive? 1880 Miss 
Broucuton Sec. 7h. 11. m1. iv. 157, 1 know that I am some- 
where in the fifties, and that I was born ona Monday. 1889 
R. B. Anperson tr. Rydberg’s Teut. Mythol. 9 A series of 
works published in the fifties and sixties. 

+3. A fifty-gun ship. Ods. 

1778 Burke Corr. (1844) II. 249 Two ships of the line, two 
fifties, and about four lesser frigates. 1799 Naval Chron. 
I. 292 Ships of the line 188, Fifties 27, 

C. Comb., as in fifty-fold adj. and adv.; fifty- 
gun-ship; fifty-per-cent a., usurious; fifty- 
weight, half a hundredweight. 

c1000 /ELFRIC Gram. (Z.) 285 Ouinguagenarius, *fiftizfeald. 
1606 SHaks, Ant. §& Cl. 1. ii. 70 Till the worst of all follow 
him laughing to his graue, fifty-fold a Cuckold. 1872 
Proctor Ess, Astron. xi. 156 Exceeding fiftyfold the volume 
of the Sun. 1806 A. Duncan Velson 58 Ten sail of the line, 
and a *fifty-gun-ship. 1832 Marryat NV. Forster xiii, A fifty- 
gun ship, frigate, and two corvettes, made their appearance. 
1825 Knape & Batpw. Newgate Cal. I11. 496/1 No trades- 
man of a *fifty per cent. conscience. 1667 Primatr City 
& C. Build. 105 Nine hundred and *fifty weight of Lead 
taken up in Ledges and Gutters. 1840 W. S. Mayo 
Kaloolah 140 Packing on my back about fifty weight of 
iron bolts. 

Fiftyless (fi'ftilés), a. [f. prec. +-LEss.] With- 
out fifty; in quot.= not fifty years old. 

1767 G. CanninG Poens 87 Let not your fiftyless lover 
despair. 


Fig (fig), s0.1 Forms: 3-3 fige, 4-6 fyg(e(e, 
(4 fijg), 5-8 figg(e, 6-9 Sc. and 9 dial. feg, 9 
dial. vig, 5- fig. [a. OF. fige, figue, ad. Prov. 
Jfiga, figua = Sp. higa (obs. rare), It. fica (rare) :— 
popular Lat. *fica fig, f. L. ficus (w-stem) fig- 
tree, fig. The L. ficus was taken into OE. as 
Jtc (see F1KE sd.!) and was represented directly in 


atte (= It. fico, Sp. higo, Pg. figo), and *fica 
by fie. 
if The fruit of the fig-tree or /cus, esp. the fruit 
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of the Ficus carica, + Figs of Pharaoh: the fruit 
of the Sycamore Fig (/icus Sycomorus). 

az2z25 Ancr. R.150 Swete frut, pet me cleped figes. ¢1325 
Coer de L. 1549 Fyggys, raysyns, in frayel. 1393 LANGL. 
P. Pl, C. 11. 29 Ne on croked kene borne kynde fygys wexe. 
c1400 MaunpeEV. (1839) v. 50 Fyge trees pat beren no leves 
but fyges vpon the smale braunches, & men clepen hem 
Figes of Pharoon. ¢1430 7wo Cookery-bks. 15 An sethe 
fygys in Wyne & grynde hem. 1591 Sy_vesTER Du Lartas 
1. ill. 573 Lhe milky Fig, the Damson black and white. 
1671 SALMon Sy. AZed, 11. Ixxxii. 713 Apply a-Cataplasm 
of Figgs and Raisons stoned. 1730-46 THomMSon Autumn 
679 Beneath his ample leaf the luscious fig, 1801 SourHry 
Phalaba lI, xxxiiil, Before their guest They laid .. the lus- 
cious fig. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. 1.11. 552 In the orchard 
hangs aloft ‘The purple fig. 

b. =Fia-TREE. <Any tree of the genus /%czs, 
esp. Licus carica. Indian Fig: the Banyan (/. 
indica), or the Pipal (7. religzosa). 

1382 Wyciir Nu. xx. 5 The whiche ne fige getith, ne 
vynes, ne powmgarnettis. c1400 Rom. Rose 1364 Fyges, & 
many a date tree There wexen. c1440 Promp. Parv. 159 
Fygge or fyge tre, jicus. 1664 Evetyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 
222 Figs and Mulberries will be propagated by their Suckers, 
1763 Cuurcuitt Gotham 1, The Fig, which .. gave our first 
Parents Cloaths, 1860 DeLamer A7¢tch. Gard. 150 'The Fig 
—Ficus carica. 

ec. In the East and West Indies popularly applied 
(like the corresponding words in Fr., Sp., and Pg.), 
to the Banana, also to the Cochineal Cactus. 

182 N. Litcurirtp tr. Castaneda's Discov. E. Ind. ix. 22 
Fruites: that is to saye, Pomegranets, Figges of the Indias, 
Orenges. 1700S, L, tr. C. Fryke’s Two Voy. into E. I. 31 
Pisang Figgs,which area long kind of Figg. 1712 tr. Pomet’s 
Hist. Drugs 1. 17 ‘The Indian Fig..call’d Jamacan..is the 
same Plant that .. bears the Cochineal. 1794 [see Cocur 
NEAL 2], 

+2. A poisoned fig used as a secret way of de- 
stroying an obnoxious person. Often Aig of Spain, 
Spanish, Italian fig. Obs. 

c1589 Theses Martiniane 21 Have you given him an 
Italian figge? 1616 R. C. Tvsmes’ Whistle iii, 1151 This boy 
..long he shall not soe, if figs of Spain. .their force retaine. 
16.. NortH Theret’s Lives (1657) 45 Tamberlaine .. did 
cause a Fig to be given him, and after his death married 
his widow. 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals 1. 1. 233 Some 
report he was poyson’d with an Italian Fig. 1691 BrTHen 
Provid. God 33 He..durst not have disobeyed for fear of 
a Dose, or a Fig. 

3. As the name of a disease, from the resemblance 
in shape. +a. In human beings: The disease 
Ficus, or the piles. Also f/. Obs. 

14.. Nom, in Wr.-Wiilcker 707 Hic figs, the fyge. 1483 
Cath. Angl. 130/1 Pe Figes, guzdam morbus, ficus. C1550 
Lioyp Treas. Health(1585) M ij, It is good if the fygge blede, 

b. Farriery. An excrescence on the frog of a 
horse’s foot, somewhat resembling a fig. 

1607 TorsELt /our-f— Beasts 414 Of the Figge. A Horse 
having receiued any hurt. .in the sole of his foot. .there will 
grow in that place a certain superfluous piece of flesh, like 
a Figge. 1616 Surry. & Marku. Country Farme 142 You 
must pare the hoofe .. betwixt the sole of the foot and the 
figge. 1753 CHAMBERS Cycl. Supp., Mig in the manege, is 
a sort of wart on the frush and sometimes all over the body 
of ahorse. 1823 in Crass Vechnol. Dict. 

4. Asa type of anything small, valueless, or con- 
temptible; also, +a dried fig; a fig’s end. In 
phrases: + lVever a fig=not at all; (¢o + did, 
care, give) a fig, or figs end for; to mind, value 
(@ person or thing), be worth a fig or fig’s end. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 12206 He fortherit neuer a fyge with 
his fight yet. c1480 Cr?. of Love xcviii, A Figge for all her 
chastite! x57x Hanmer Chron. Tred. (1633) 115 If hee 
threaten as an enemie, a figge for his Monarchie, @1572 
Knox Hist. Ref Wks. 1846 1. 173 A feg for the fead, and 
a buttoun for the braggyne of all the heretikis .. in Scot- 
land. 1600 RowLanps Let. Humours Blood i.7 All Beere 
in Europe is not worth a figge. 1632 SHERWooD s.v. Migge, 
Not to care a figge for one, fatre da figue a. 1634 WITHALS 
Dict. 557 Fumi umbra non emerin, I will not give a fig’s 
end for it. 1710 Brit, Apollo III. 3/1 No Man Does care 
a Fig for such a Woman. 1728 Vanpr. & Cin. Prov. /Tush. 
mu. i. 49 Pshah! a Fig for his Mony! 1840 THACKERAY 
Catherine vii, We have it from nature, and so a fig for Miss 
Edgeworth. 18532 — Esmond 1. ii, Nor .. is the young 
fellow worth a fig that would. 1855 Ropinson Whitby 
Gloss., A feg's end for it. 1887 Poor Nediie (1888) 185 
Charlie does not care a fig about it. ; 

+b. Used contemptuously; so F%e’s end used 
as a substitute for some other word. Also as 
an exclamation. Cf. /iddlestick(s ! Fiddlestich’s 
end! Obs. . 

1604 Suaks. O/h. 1. iii. 322 Vertue? A figge, ’tis in our 
selues that we are thus, or thus. Jé7zd. 11. i. 256 Rodo. She's 
full of most bless’d condition. Jago. Bless’d figges-end. 
1752 Footr Zaste 1. Wks. 1799 I. 23 ‘This is Mynheer Baron 
de ——. Lady, Mynheer Figs-end. 

5. dial. A raisin, 

1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Figs, raisins, W. 
Cornw, Gloss. 1882 Hampsh. Gloss. 

6. slang. 

1798 Epcewortu Pract. Educ. 1. 315 Coiners give..names 
to .. the various kinds of false money which they circulate ; 
such as flats, or figs, or figthings. 

7. Soap-making. (See quots.) 

1885 CarrENTER Manuf. Soap i. 12 ‘The appearances 
known as ‘grain’ or ‘strike’ in a hard soap and ‘fig’ ina 
soft soap, are due to the crystalline character of soap. Zoid. 
vi. 16x To produce a grained soft-soap (or ‘ fig’). 

8. Fig (of tobacco): a small piece. Cf. F1p. 

1837-40 HAuipurton Clockm. (1862) 187 How are you off 
for tobacco? said Mr. Slick, Grand, said he, got half a fig 


1880 in W, 








FIG. 


left yet. 1893 Mrs, C. Prarp Outlaw §& Lawmaker 1. 103 
Running round to the store for a fig of tobacco. 

9. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as fig-box, 
-drum, ~juice, -plaster, -skin, -tart, -wasp, -wood, 
-yard; fig-like adj. bb. objective, as fig-egatherer, 
-lover, -seller. 

1868 Less. Mid. Age 126 The one man of the company set 
his foot upon the old *fig-box. 1864 THorEau Cafe Cod 
x. (1894) 324, I saw a great many barrels and *fig-drums. 
1s52 Hutort, *Figge gatherer, fcetor. 1853 Hick1e tr. 
Aristoph. (1872) II. 637 Pound together garlic with *fig- 
juice. 1845 LinpLey Sch. Bot. iv. (1858) 28b, The roots 
have long *fig-like fibres, 1552 HuLoet,*Figge louer, /icetor. 
1884 Browninc Jerishtah (1885) 56 Try a “fig-plaster: may 
it ease thy pangs! 1483 Cath. Angé. a ae A *Fige celler, 
Jicarius. 1855 Browninc ra Lippo 8s, I starved. .On *fig- 
skins. 1552 HuLoet, *Figgetartes, co/lydia. 1883 G. ALLEN 
in Know/, 3 Aug. 66/1 ‘The *fig-wasps lay their eggs in the 
fruit of the caprifico. 1875 PoLLEN Axc. & Mod. Furn. 33 
*Figwood, willow, plane, elm, ash [etc.], 1570 Levins 
Manip. 210/29 The *Fygyeard, ficetumm. 1874 Farrar 
Christ 55 Winding thro’ the rich figyards and olive groves, 

10. Special comb., as fig-apple, a kind of apple 
(see quot.) ; fig-banana, a small variety of the 
banana common in the West Indies (Cent. Dict.) ; 
fig-bean, a name for several species of Lepznus ; 
fig-bird, (2) = Brccarico; (¢) see quot. 1854; 
fig-blue, soluble blue (Cez+t. Dict.) ; fig-cake (see 
quot. 1858); fig-dust, finely ground oatmeal, used 
as food for caged birds (Cent. Dict.) ; fig-eater, 
(a) one who eats figs ; (6) =Brccarico; fig-fauns 

=L. fauni ficariz (see Forcellini s. v. ficardzs) ; 
fig-finch = BEccarico; fig-flower, a fig of the first 
crop; fig-frail, a frail or basket of figs (see FRAIL 
sb.) ; fig-gnat, a gnat, Crlex ficarius, injurious to 
the fig; fig-marigold, a name given to several 
species of the genus Mesembrianthemum; fig- 
pecker = BreccaFico; fig-peepul, the Indian Fig 
(see above, sense 1b); fig-shell, a shell somewhat 
resembling a fig; fig-sue da/., a posset of bread, 
figs, and ale; fig-Sunday dza/., Palm Sunday; 
fig-water, a decoction of figs. Also FIG-LKaF, 
-TREB, -WORT. 

1707 Mortimer //usd. 542 The *Fig-apple is also hewly 
propagated, the Tree yielding no Blossoms .. nor hath the 
Fruit init any Core. 1657 W. Cotes Adam in Eden cexii. 
333 They are usually called Lupines .. yet some call them 
*Fig-beanes after the Dutch name. 1878-86 BrittEN & 
Hotiann Plant-n., Mig-Bean. 1576 Newton Lemnie’s 
Complex. (1633) 105 *Figge-birds, 1854 J. W. Warter Last 
of Old Squires xiii. 138 The chiff-chaffs; one of which Sussex 
people call the fig-bird. 1837 WHEELWRIGHT tr. A7?sfo- 
phanes 11. 29 She once supplied us with *fig-cakes and figs. 
1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Mig-cake, a preparation of 
figs and almonds worked up into a hard paste, and pressed 
into round cakes like small cheeses. 1552 HuLoet, *Figge 
eater, ficarius. 1678 Ray Willuehby’s Ornith, 216 The 
Beccafigo or Fig-eater. 1750 Biste (Douay) Fer. 1. 39 
Therefore shall dragons dwell there with the *fig-fauns. 
1685 Mouret & Bennet Health's Improv. xviii. 162 The 
*Fig-finch, the Thrush and the Oisters. 1719 Lonpon & 
Wise Compl. Gard. v. 94 Figs bear twice a year, viz. first 
in July and August, and are usually call’d *Fig-Flowers. 
1607 MippLeton Five Gallants tv. v, Upon paths made of 
*fig-frails. 1658 RowLanp Jou/fet’s Theat. Ins. 954 Culex 
Jicarius, i.e. *Fig Gnat. 1731 Mepiry Kolben’s Cape G. 
Hope Il, 255 African *Fig-Marygold with a long triangular 
leaf and a flesh coloured flower. 1881 E. Horus Seven Yrs. 
in S, Africa I. i. 16 Fig-marigolds of various kinds are es- 
pecially prominent. 1647 R. Stapytton Fuvenal 267 The 
ficedula or *figpecker, called by the Italian ‘ beccafico’, be- 
cause it feeds most on figtrees. 1864 A. V. Kirwan Host 
& Guest i. 2 Several species of dates, fig-peckers, roebuck, 
and wild boar. 1859 Lanc Wand. Jndia 303 The tamarind, 
the “fig-peepul, the pomegranate, and others of the plains. 
1752 Sir J. Hit Hist. Anim, 151 The *Vig-shell, with the 
depressed clavicle, 1888 Riverside Nat. Hist. 1. 352 The 
species of /%cuda are*known from their shape as fig or pear 
shells. 1851 Cusmbrid. Gloss., *Kig-Sue, bread and figs 
boiled in ale. 1850 WV. & Q. 1st Ser. II. 68/2 *Fig Sunday. 
1747 Mrs. Detany Aztodiog. (1861) II. 480 *Fig-water has 
cured him, 

+ Fig (fig), 5.2 Obs. [ad. F. figue (in phrase 
faire la figue to make the gesture described), ad. 
It. fica; cf. Sp. higa in dar la higa to ‘ give the fig’. 

By some identified with Fic sd.1 (for a story purporting to 
account for the use, see Littré s,v.). According to others, 
It. fica had an indecent sense: see Tommaseo’s Dict.] 

A contemptuous gesture which consisted in thrust- 
ing the thumb between two of the closed fingers or 
into the mouth. Also, fig of Spain, and Zo give 
(a person) the fig. 

1579 Utp. Furwe.i Art of Flattery ii. Civ/t For a token 
I thee sende A dotinge Figge of Spayne. 1599 SHaks. 
Hen, V, ut. vi. 62 The Figge of Spaine, 1600 Shepherd’s 
Slumber go in pices ’s Helicon Ziv, With scowling browes 
their follies check and so giue them the Fig. 1891 C. E. 
Norton Dante's Hell xxv. 133 The thief raised his hands 
with both the figs, crying, ‘Take that God!’ 

Fig (fig), 50.3 [f. Fie v4 2. 

It has been asserted that in fashion prints ‘Full fig.’ (ab- 
breviation for figure) and ‘Demi-fig.’ were formerly used 
for front and back or side views of the figure; but we have 
failed to find confirmation of the statement.] 

1, Dress, equipment, only in phr. 2 full fig. 

1841 T. Hook Fathers & Sons xxi, In full fig for the cere- 
mony, 1839 De Quincey Casuistry Rom, Meals Wks. III, 
269 All belted and plumed, and in full military fig. 1866 
Motvey Corr. 14 Aug, II. 247 We all turned out jn full fig 
the other day. : 


FIG. 


2. Condition, form. 

1883 SHERER At Home in India 203 Lord Alaric was in 
great fig. od. The horse was in good fig for the race. 

+ Fig, v.! Ods. rare. [f. kia sb.!] trans. only 
in + Zo fig away (a person): to get rid of by means 
of a poisoned fig. Ods. Cf. Fie sd,1 2. 

1609 Br. W. BarLow Axsw. Nameless Cath, 23 Cardinals 
Allen and Tollet; yea Pope Sixtus quintus himselfe, all 
figg’d away in atrice. /é/d. 1o9 What an excellent veine 
both Popes haue in Figging each other away. 

+ Fig, v.2 Obs. [f. Fie sb.2] trans. To insult 
(a person) by giving him the fig: see Fie sb.2 

1597 SHaks. 2 Hen. /V, v, iii. 123 When Pistoll lyes, do 
this, and figge me, like The bragging Spaniard. 

+ Fig, v.3 Obs, Also 7 figge.. [var. of FIKEv.!; 
cf, also FIpGE v.] zz¢r. To move briskly and 
restlessly ; to jog to and fro. Also, fo fig about. 

1595 Eng. Trife-wife (1881) 148, I trotted from my trotter 
stall, And figd about from neates feete neatly drest. 1598 
Sytvester Dz Bartas u. i. Handie-Crafis 505 Like asa 
hound that .. upon the sent doth ply, Figs to and fro, and 
fals in cheerfull cry. 1644 QuarLEs Barnabas § B, (1651) 
73 They that .. run to sermons, figge to lectures, pray 
thrice a day [etc.]. @1734 Nortu Exam. 1. iii. § 125 (1740) 
204 Multitudes of factious People incessantly figed about. 

Hence Fi'gging vd/. sb., and Zf/. a. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. (2586) 6 Not medling 
with figging, chopping, & changing, nor seeking their living 
by handycrafts. 160x Deacon & WALKER Azsw. to Darel 
igo Your violent fiskings and figgings about those your idle 
vagaries. @1627 Mipp.eton Chaste Maid 1. ii, Their short 
figging little shittle-cock heels! @x1659 Ossorn Odserv. 
Turks Wks. (1673) 334 Their daily figging up and down the 
streets..unattended. a@1693 Urqunart Rabelais 1, xxxii, 
Their. .figging Itch, wrigling Mordicancy. a1734 NortH 
Lives I. 99 His figging about at the first entrance, 

Fig (fig), v.4 [var. of Fnacue.]} 

1, trans. =FEAGUEV. 2b. To fig out (a horse): 
to trot out in lively condition, Also fo fig wp, to 
make lively or spirited. 

1810 Sporting Mag. XXXVI.182 He said the horse. .was 
figged with ginger. 1819 Moore Jos Cril’s Mem, 24 In 
vain did they try to fig up the old lad. 1825 C. M. West- 
macott £zg. Spy I, 177 Fig out two lively ones [horses]. 

2. To fig out; to dress, ‘get up’, Also 4o fig 
up: to furbish up, make ‘ smart’. 

1837 Marryat Dog-/fiend xx, Landsmen are figged out as 
fine as Lord Harry, 1841 THackxeray Sec. “un. Nap. i, 
Cowards fig themselves out..as ‘salvage men’, 1872 Punch 

Noy. 196/1 It [ahouse] wants a little figging up. 1883 W. C. 

USSELL in Long. Mag. 11. 123 The waiter’s costume, as 
he styled the dress I had figged myself out in. 

+3. ? To stuff. Ols. rare}. 

Johnson explains this: ‘To put something useless into a 
person’s head. Low Cant.’ 

1692 R. L'Estrance /adles cccciii. 378 Away to the Sow 
she goes, and Figs her in the Crown with another Story. 

+ Fig, v5 slang. Obs. [Of doubtful origin; 
perh. (like Fracun, Fia v.4, Faker) repr. Ger, 
fegen: see FAKE v, The spelling fegge (see Fie- 
BOY) seems to support this.] 77¢7. To pick pockets, 
Hence Fi'gger (see quot.). Figging v0/. sb. only 
in figging-law (see quot. 1785). 

c1gso Dice-Play Bva, Hyghe law robbery; Figginge 
law, picke purse crafte. 161r DEKKER Noaring Girle Wks, 
1873 III. 220 All his traine study the figging law. 1785 
Grose Dict. Vulg. Tong., Figger, a little boy put in a 
window to hand out goods to the diver, Jd7d., Figging 
Jaw, the art of picking pockets. 

+ Figarde. Obs, rare—1, 
pygarg-us.) =PYGARG. 

1388 Wyciir Devt. xiv. 5 A figarde. 

Figary, var. form of Frcary, vagary. 

Figate, ? obs. form of Faacor. 

1645 N. Drake Siege Ponte/r. (Surtees) 69 They made 
figates, of which they made a barricado, ‘This eevning the 
enemy was seene to bring: . figates. 

+ Fi-g-boy. Obs. slang. 
Boy.] <A pickpocket. 

c1gso Dice-Play Dvb, Where by fyne fingered Fegge 
boye..picked shalbe his purse. 1602 W. Watson Quodlibets 
Relig. §& State 61 Practicall science inuented by fig-boyes, 
and men of the Bernard high lawe. 

+ Firg-dote. Ols. Also 5 -dode, 7 -date. Con- 
jectured to be ad. Pg. figo doudo, wild (lit. mad’) 
fig,=Fr. figue folle. Ct. Du. vizghe dote, dodesche 
vijgh (Kilian) in samesense. In the S.W. counties 
dough-fig is used for a dried fig, the word fig alone 
meaning a raisin.] An inferior kind of fig. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bhs. (Roxb.) 351 Item, for 
a topet of fygge dodes ij.s. 1552 Hutort, Figge dote, 
busicon. 1655 Mouret & Bennet Health's Improv. xxii. 
204 Let Dioscorides commend his..yellow figs..and Pra- 
tensis his Mariscas or Fig-dates. 

+ Figee. Ols. Forms: 4-5 fygey(e, 5 figee, 
figge. [Perh. originally a. OF. fieé a dish of 
curds, subst. use of pa. pple of fiyer to curdle; in 
later use associated with Fie sJ.1] A dish in old 
cookery: a. of fish (see quot. 1381); b. of figs, etc. 

1381 in S, Pegge Morme of Cury (1780) 114 For to make 
Fygey. Nym Lucys or tenchis and hak hem in morsells 
[etc.]. 14 . Noble Bk, Cookry (Napier 1882) 119 A figge. 
To mak a figge tak figges and boile them in wyne, then [etc.]. 
c1450 Two Cookery-bks. 94 Ffygey. ‘Take figges and caste 
hem in a potte And [etc.]. 

+ Figent, 2. Ods, Also 6 figgent, 7 figient, 
Fircnant [?f. FipGev.+-Ent.] Fidgety, restless. 


[corruptly ad. L. 


[f. stem of Fig v.5 + 


1598 E. Givpin ShiaZ, (1878) 51 He..Is an odd figgent iack . 
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called TIealousie. 1605 CHAPMAN, etc. Eas/w. Hoe ut. ii. 
Divb, Quick, What kind of figent memory haue you? Pet. 
Nay then, what kind of figent wit hast thou? 1613 Braum. 
& Fr. Coxcomd tv. iii, He was somewhat figent with me. 
1616 — Fr, Lawyer ut. i, | have known such a wrang- 
ling advocate. Such a little figent thing. @1627 MippLETON 
Chaste Maid i. iii, I never could stand long in one place 
yet ; I learnt it of my father, ever figient. 

+ Figer. Ols. [a. OF. figzer (mod.F. figuzer), 
f, figue Fic sb] A fig-tree. Also figer-tree. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 804 (Cott,) Pai cled bam ban in bat mister 
Wit leues brad bath o figer. c1300 A. Adis. 5784 Appel 
trowes and fygeres. ¢ 1320 Sir Tristr. 3082 Ful ner be gat 
pai abade Vnder a figer tre. ax1400 Prstill of Susan 86 On 
Firres and fygers bei fongen heore seetes. 1401 Pol. Poems 
(Rolls) II. 112 The curse that Crist 3af to Phariseis, figured 
in the figre tree. 

+ Figetive, a. Her. Ols. Also 5 figityve, 7 
figitive. [ad. heraldic Lat. frezt7v-us irregularly 
f, L. figére to fix: sce -TIVE.] =FircHED, 

1486 Bk, St, Albans, Her. C vj b, Thys cros is founde other 
while pycche or figityue in armys, 1610 Guittim Heraldry 
I. vii. (1611) 69 Crosses that haue the whole fourth part 
figitive. 1828-40 Berry Encycl. Herald. 1, Figetive, fitched. 

Figged (figd), pf7. a. [f. Fic sb.1 + -np2.] 
= Fieey 2 and 3. 

1720 //umourist 157 Then they. .eat figged pudding. 1839 
Ure Dict. Arts, etc. s.v. Soap, Interspersed with the figged 
granulations of stearate of potash. 

Fi-ggery, sb. rare. [f. Fic sd.3 or v4 + -ERy.] 
Dressy ornament. 

1841 THAcKERAY Sec, Hun. Nap. i, Coquettes. .cover their 
persons with figgery, fantastically arranged, 

Fi-ggery-four, vulgar U.S. pronunc. of figie- 
(of) four (trap): see FIGURE 5d. 19 c. 

Figging (figin), 5d. [f. Fie sb,!+-1ne1.] The 
granulation produced in soft soap by the addition 
of tallow in the manufacture. 

1839 Ure Dict. Arts, etc. s.v. Soap. 

+ Figgins, Obs. [A variant form of Fres.] 

1653 Urquuart Radelais 1, v, By my figgins, godmother, 
I cannot as yet enter in the humour of being merry. 
@ 1693 /bid. 11. lii, By my Figgins, I believe it. 

+ Figgle, v. Obs. rave—', [Cf. Fie v.83 and 
DaGGLE, DRaGGLE, etc.] zztr. To fidget about. 

a 1652 Brome Love-sick Court v. ii, Our fleecy sheep, Who 
shake their heads, figgle, and writh their tayls. 

+ Figgum. Ods. ?Juggler’s tricks. 

1616 B. Jonson Devil an Ass v. viii, Tay. See, he spits 
fire. Pov. O no, he plaies at Figgum, The Diuell is the 
Author of wicked Figgum. 

Figgy (figi),@. [f. Fre sd.14 -y1.] 

1, Resembling figs, sweet as figs; in quot. fig. 

1548 Hooper Declar, 10 Commandm. iv. 39 A gentle, swete, 
and fyggie god that..will not see thabhomination, 

2. Made with figs, i.e. raisins; see Fre 5,1 5. 

1846 Spec. Cornish Dial. 53 A thoomping figgy pudden. 
1867 SmytH Satlor’s Word-bk., Figgie-dowdie, a west- 
country pudding, made with raisins, and much in vogue at 
sea among the Cornish and Devon men, 

3. In Soap-making; Containing white granula- 
tions, like the seeds of figs, of stearate of potash. 

1862 O'NEILL Dyeing §& Calico Print, 185/1 The quality 
of soft soap is thought to depend in some measure upon the 
existence of white particles diffused through the mass, pro- 
ducing the appearance called ‘figgy’, 

Fight (fait), sd. Forms: a, 1 feoht(e, 2-3 
fiht(e, 3 feeht(e, fahte, feht(e, south. veht, feiht, 
(feoht, fith, fipt, fy3te), 3-5 fizt(e, sow/h. 3 
vihte, 4 vi(y)3t, (4 fe3t, ficht, fyhte, soz/h. 
vyhte, fyth), 4-5 fyght, (5 feght, feyghte, 
fighte), 5-6, 9 Sc. fecht, 8 Sc. (faught), 9 
dial. feight, 3, 5- fight. 8. 1 3efeoht, 2-3 
ifiht. [f. next vb.; OF, had three words, feohte 
wk. fem., feoht and gefeoht str. neut. Cf. OFris. 

Jiuchte wk, fem,, OS. and OHG, /ehza str. fem. 
(MHG, vehte fem.) ; also Du. gevecht, OHG. gifeht 
(MHG, geveht, mod.Ger. gefecht) str, neut.] 

1, The action of fighting. Now only azch. in 
phrase (valiant, etc.) 7 fight. t+ In fight; en- 
gaged in battle. 

Beowulf 959 (Gr.) We pet ellenweorc..feohtan fremedon. 
c 1000 Ags, Ps. cxliii[i]. 1 God. .taceb handa mine to feohte. 
c1178 Lamb, Hom. 151 Beod stronge on fihte. ¢ 1205 Lay. 
23208 To-gzedre heo fusden and veht heo bigunnen. 13.. 
EE, E, Aliit, P. B, 275 He watz famed for fre pat fe3t loued 
best. 1340 Ayend, 219 Moyses ouercom amalec.. na3t be 
uiz3t : ac be his holy biddinges. c¢x14z20 Anturs of Arth. 
xxii, For Fraunse haue 3e frely with 3aure fiz3te wonne. 1513 
Doucias xe7s x, vi. 76 Thar syre that. .compan3eon was 
in fecht To Hercules. 1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 296 The 
Erle of Warwick after long fight, wisely did perceiue his 
men to be ouerpressed. 1592 Suaxs. Ven, §& Ad. 114 The 
god of fight. 1666 Evetyn AZemz, (1857) 1. 5 The Duke of 
Albemarle was still in fight. 1680 Mornen Geog. Rect. (1685) 
88 No River. .affordeth more .. sufficiency for Fight. 1859 
‘Tennyson Lnid 223 So that I be not fall'n in fight. 

b. In obvious phrases: Zo + fang, + take (the) 
Sight, to give fight, to make (a) fight. : 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 5515 (Cott.) If pai tak agains vs fight. 
c 14850 Golagros §& Gaw. 762 Of thair strife sa strang, ‘The 
feght so fellely thai fang, 1831 Lxamziner 89/1 Suppose 
they..should make fight upon the occasion. 1833 Marryar 
P. Simple x, They .. had resolved to ‘give fight’. 1847 —- 
Childr. N. Forest xx, We will make a fight for it, 1884 
Times 5 Mar. 5/2 Apparently..he made a great fight, 

+c. Method of fighting. Ods. 

1603 Kno.irs Hist. Turks (1638) 89 After the maner of 

the fight of that time, 1613 Haywarp W7dliam I 77 After- 
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ward the English, being trained to that fight [i.e. the prac- 
tice of archery] did thereby chiefly maintaine themselues 
with honourable aduantage against all nations. 

2. A combat, battle. 

a. A hostile encounter or engagement between 
opposing forces; =Barrne 1. Now arch. or 
rhetorical, 

c893 K. /ELrrED Ovos. 1. ix. § 1 Pet .. zefeoht betuh 
Cretense & Atheniense pam folcum. c 1208 Lay. 18693 Alle 
pa seouen nihte ilaste pat selliche feoht. ¢ 1310 in Pod. Songs 
(Camden) 190 Sire Jakes ascapede. .Out of the fyhte. .in wel 
muchele drede. 1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. /V, m1. iii. 58 Thou hast 
talk’d..Of..all the current of a headdy fight. 1600 Hor- 
LAND Livy 1x. 327 The conflicts and fights at sea, in the first 
Punick warre. a@x167x Lp, Fairrax Je. (1699) 68 This 
was the issue of Hornsby Fight. 1789 Cowrrer Ann. 
Mem. 1789, 23 Siege after siege, fight after fight. x82 
Suettey Hellas 474 The sea-convulsing fight. 1852 TreN- 
nyson Ode Death Dk, Wellington 96 He that gain’d a 
hundred fights, 

b. A combat between two or more persons or 
animals. Not now usually applied (exc. rhetoric- 
ally) to a formal duel, but suggesting primarily 
either the notion of a brawl or unpremeditated en- 
counter, or that of a pugilistic combat. 

¢ 1300 //avelok 2668 So was bi-twenen hem a fiht Fro be 
morwen ner to be niht. @ 1400 Octouzan 1093 The Sarsyns 
cryde.,To hare God Mahone To help her geaunt in that 
fyght. 1606 SHaxs, 7%. § Cr. 1v. v. go As you and Lord 
/Eneas Consent vpon the order of their fight. 1678 BuTLER 
Hud, ut. i. 84 The ancient Errant Knights Won all their 
Ladies’ Hearts in Fights. 1712-4 Porr Rage Lock v. 77 
Nor fear’d the Chief th’ unequal fight to try, Who sought 
no more than on his foe to die. 1818 SHELLEY Rev. /slam 
I, viii. 4 An Eagle and a Serpent wreathed in fight. 1826 
J. Witson Noct. Ambr, Wks. 1855 I. 174 You hear .. faint 
far-aff echoes o’ fechts wi’ watchmen. 1840 BLaingE Evcycl, 
Rur,. Sports § 4077 (1852) 1229 New rules of the ring ., 
adopted after a fatal fight between [etc.]. 

e, With various qualifying attributes. Running 
Fight: a fight kept up while one party flees and the 
other pursues. Sham fight: a mimic battle (in- 
tended to exercise or test the troops engaged, or 
simply for display) + Single fight: a duel. 
Stand-up fight: one in which the combatants 
‘stand up’ manfully to each other. 

1596 Suaks. 1 Hen. /V, v. i. 100, 1.. will.. Try fortune 
with him, ina Single Fight. 1697 Drypen 4/neid vu. 751 
Herilus in single Fight I slew. 1727 in Bamey vol. II. s.v. 
Fights, Running Fights [at Sea]. 1876 Green Short Hist. 
vil. § 4. 411 The running fight between the two fleets 
lasted throughout the week. 1884 Pad/ Mall G. 9 July 1/1 
We can all understand a stand-up fight on a clear issue, 
1890 Sfectator 20 Sept. 362/2 The sham fight near Gross- 
wardein in Hungary. 

3. fiz. Strife, conflict, struggle for victory; = 
BATTLE 7, 

c 1000 27 Manna Mode 66 (Gr.) Wearé seo feohte to grim, 
a1225 Ancr, R. 162 Ure Louerd sulf stont ber bi pe uihte. 
a 1300 Cursor M. 20114 (Gott.) Loued scho nouber fith na 
striue, 1340 Ayevd, 131 A ueld of uiy3t huerinne him be- 
houep eure to libbe, 1526-34 TinDALE 1 77m. vi. 12 Fyght 
the good fyght of fayth. 1667 Mitton ?, LZ. vi. 30 Well hast 
thou fought The better fight. 1794 Burns Contented wi’ 
Zittle 6 Man is a sodger, and life is a faught. 1818 SHELLEY 
Rev. Islam v. ii. 7 What secret fight Evil and good.. Waged 
thro’ that silent throng. : 

4. Power, strength or inclination for fighting ; 


pugnacity. Also in fo show fight. 

1812 Sporting Mag. XX XIX. 138 Which ultimately took 
the fight out of him. 1863 H. Kincs.ey A. Z£l/iot I. xv. 188 
Until—something or another happens to make little Eleanor 
show fight. 1886 McCartuy & Praep Right Hon. I. vii. 
120 Their country had fight enough in her yet. 1892 G. 
Hake Afem. 80 Years \xiv. 272 Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, 
a man of fight. 

+5. A kind of screen used during a naval 
engagement to conceal and protect the crew of 
the vessel. Usually in g/. Obs. See also CLOSE- 
FIGHT, 

1598 Suaxs. Merry W. 1. ii. 142 Clap on more sailes, 
pursue: vp with your fights Giue fire. 1631 Heywoop Mair 
Maid of West w. Wks. 1874 11. 316 Then now up with your 
fights. - 1673 Drynen Amboyna ut. iii. Song, Up with your 
Fights and your Nettings prepare. 1678 Puituirs, /ightts 
in Navigation, are the Waste- | 7zxted Mast-] clothes which 
hang round about the Ship, to hinder men from being seen 
in fight, or any place wherein men may cover themselves 
and yet use their Arms, 1721-1800 in BaILey, 

+b. Foremost fight (nonce-use): a breastwork 
on a rampart ; = forefight, L. propugnaculum. 
c16rr CHapMan Jéiad xi1. 271 They fiercely set vpon .. 
The Parrapets..ras’t euerie formost fight. .The Greeks yet 
stood, and stil repaird the forefights of their wall. 

+6. A division of an army in battle array, Cf, 
Batre sd. 8, Obs. 

1622 Drayton Poly.olb, xxii. 221 The King into three 
fights his forces doth divide. id 

. Comb., as in + fight-field, -time. Also + fight- 
rac't (?= -racked) a., overthrown in battle; + fight~ 
wite, a fine for taking part in a disturbance. 

16x SyLvEsTER Du Bartas u. iv. 1v. Decay 931 Till one 
winding Cave Become the *Fight-Field of two Armies brave, 
¢161x CHapman J//ad 1v. 490 His fall was like a *fight-rac't 
towre. c1400 Desir. Troy 6267 Pat our fos with no faulshed 
in be *fyght tyme, Sese not our Cité. cgo0o Laws Edw. § 
Guth. xiii, pet *fyht-wite. c 1250 Gloss, Law Terms in Rel. 
Ant, I. 33 Victhwite, gute de medlée de lamerct. 

Fight (foit),v. Pa. ¢. and Za. pple. fought ({9t). 
Forms: /nzfiz, 1 feohtan, fehtan, orth. febta, 


3 fehten, south, vehten, (3 feahten, fahten, 
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fuhten), 3-5 fe3t(e, (4 fett), 3-6 feghte, 4-8 Sc. 
fecht; 2-3 feihten, (4 fey3tte), 5-6 feyght(yn, 
(5 fay3te, 6 Sc. feicht), 6, 9 dial. feight; 2-3 
fihten, Orm. fihhtenn, 3-5 fizte(n, fite(n, 4 
south. vizte, (4 fighte, fypt), 4-5 fighte(n, 4-6 
fyghte, 9 dza/. foight, fught, 3- fight. 7a. 7.1 
feaht, feeht, #/. fuhton, (2 feight, 3 faht, feeht, 
feaht, feht, feoht, feuht, fuht), 3-5 fa3t(e, 
-ght(e, 3 south. vagt, (3 fachte, fagt, fapt), 3-5 
fozte, (5 foghte, fughte), (3 fougte, 4 fouhte, 
6 fou3zte, foughted, fowght, 9 fout), 3-5 fau3te, 
-ghte, (4 fauht, -th, fawght, 5 faughth, fawte, 6 
faucht), (5 fet, 8-9 dal. or vulgar fit), 6- fought, 
Pa, pple. 1 fohten, 3-6 foghten, (3 fughten), 4 
fou3zten, (foo3te, fou3te), 5-9 arch. foughten, (4 
-yn, 6 fochin, 6 fowth, 6- fought), 7-9 dal. or 
vulgar fit, fitten. [A Com, WGer. strong vb.: 
OE. feohtan = OF ris. fiuchta, OS. *fehtan (not re- 
corded, but cf. the sb. fehkta; Du. vechter), OHG, 
Sehtan (MUG. vehten, mod.Ger. fechten) :—OTeut. 
type *fehtan (faht, fuhtum, fohtono-), 


The conjugation of this vb, is peculiar, because in all the 
other vbs. that have the z- and o- grades these are caused 
by the presence of a liquid or nasal ; possibly the forms have 
been influenced by the analogy of /ehfax to plait, Outside 
‘Teutonic the formal equivalent is L. fectére to comb, though 
the difference in sense causes some difficulty ; see Brugmann 
Grundriss I. § 680.]} 

1. zxtr. To contend in battle or single combat. 

c 900 Pol. Laws Alfred vii, Be Son Se mon on cynges healle 
feohte. arzooo Riddles vii. 5 (Gr.) Mec min frea feohtan 
hated. cxzos Lay. 3939 Heo bi-gunnen to fuhten. cx2go 
Gen, & Ex, 3227 He ne mo3en fizten a-3en, for [he] wid- 
yten wopen ben. @1300 Cursor M. 5666 (Cott.) Feghtand 
fand he Iunus tua. 1352 Minor Poems v. 78 Sir Edward, 
oure gude king .. Faght wele on bat flude. c1430 Lypae. 
Bochas vit. xxix. (1554) 194 b, Howe King Arthur... Fet with 
his knightes, and liueth in Fayrie, c1489 Caxton Sonunes of 
Aymion xii. 291 Yf we fyghte strongly, he.is deed wythout 
remedy. 15.. Six A. Barton in Surtees Misc. (1890) 73 
Feight till ye heare my whisstill blowe, 1596 Saks. 1 ez. 
IV, v. iv. 15t We rose both at an instant and fought a long 
houre by Shrewsburie clocke. 1603 FLorio Montazgne 1. 
iii, (1632) 7 Captaine Bayart .. having stoutly foughten so 
long as he could stand, 1700 Concreve MWay of World m1. 
x, I thought once they wou’d have fit. 1719 De For Crusoe 
(1840) II. xii. 263, I..resolved to die fighting to the last 
gasp. 1869 BLackmore Lorna D, ii, Not that I was afraid 
of fighting. .I had..foughten all that time. 

b. Const. against, on or tupon, with (a 
person) ; hence, zo fight together. 

O E. Chron. an. 514 Stuf & Wihtgar fuhtun wip Brettas, 
c1000 Ags. Gost. Luke xiv. 31 Odde zyf hwyle cynincg 
wyle faran & feohtan agen oderne cyning. cz175 
Lamb, Hom. 129 pe King constantinus ouer com al pet folc 
pe feiht to-3eines him. c1z00 Orin 1842 He shollde fihhtenn 
Onn3en andrake. @1300 Cursor M. 6405 (Cott.) A lauerding 
hight amalec, bat on bam faght, and pai on him. c1340 
Ibid. 7462 (Trin.) Ouper sende he to me hider A mon pat 
we may fizte to gider. a1400 Burgh Laws xii. (Sc. Stat. 1), 
He may nocht fecht apon be burges. 1473 WARKw. Chron. 6 
Ther thei faughthe strongly togedere. 1535 CovERDALE 
1 Macc. xii. 13 The kynges aboute vs haue foughten agaynst 
ys. 1611 Binte1 Sam, xvii. 10 Giue me a man, that we may 
fight together. 1678 Lapy Cuawortu in Hist, AZSS. Comm, 
i2th Rep. App. v. 48 Some of [the King of France’] ships 
have fought with some Dutch ones. 1715 DE For Fam. 
Instruct, (1841) L. iv. 86 It may be your mother may fight 
with you. 1804 R. ANpERson Cumbrid. Ball. 83 What..a 
lickin Tou gat when tou fit wi’ Tom Wheyte. 

e. Const. for=on behalf of (a person, etc.) ; on 
account of (a thing); hence in indirect passive. 

@ 1300 Cursor MM, 15735 (Cott.) Al redi for to fight, On him 
he suld ha foghten fore. c¢1320 Sir Tristr. 1034 He fau3t 
for ingland. c¢1440 Gesta Rom. xlix. 220 (Harl. MS.), 
I wolle Fite for hir. 1571 Gotpine Calvin on Ps. lv. 19 
Angels, whome wee know to feyght in battellray for us. 
1672-3 Marvett Reh. Transp. Wks. II. 212, I think the 
cause was too good to have been fought for. 1782 Wotcor 
in J. J. Rogers Opie (1878) 22 He .. is ready to fight up to 
his knees in blood for her Majesty. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr 
Hist. Servia xx. 364 The principle of emancipating the 
Christian population, for which the Servians fought. 

da. Proverb. ; 

Ya1300 Salomon § Sat, (1848) 272 Wel fypt pat wel flyp 
quop Hendyng. c1440 Gesta Rom. lvii. 420 (Add. MS.) It 
is an olde sawe, He feghtith wele that fleith faste. 

e. To bring or get (oneself) z7¢o, owt of, to (a 
certain condition, etc.) by fighting. 

1640 Law/fulness Expedit. Eng. 3 We must doe as aman 
that fighteth himselfe out of prison. 1643S. MarsuHaut Les. 
26 So many unworthy Gentlemen .. fight themselves and 
posterity into slavery, 1873 Sat. Rev. 10 May 630/2 His 
sentence is to fight himself to death with trained gladiators 
in the amphitheatre, 

f. Phrases. 70 fight with one’s own shadow: to 
struggle vainly; to talk at random. Cf. Gr. 
sxiapaxety. For fo fight at sharp, to fight (for) 
one’s own hands), to fight one’s heart out, to fight 
the tiger, to fight tooth and nail: see Hann, 
Heart, SHarp, Ticker, Toots. For Zhat cock 
won't fight : see Cook sb.1 2 c. 

1579 Futxe Heskins’ Parl. 377 In which argument he 
fighteth with his owne shadowe. 

2. transf. and fig. a. To contend, strive for 
victory, struggle, engage in conflict. Const.as in 1, 

axooo Sal. § Sat. 499(Gr.) Ponne feohted se feond. cxr75 
Lamb. Hom. 151 Fihted wid be alde neddre. cx1200 Trin. 
Coll, Hom. 137 Pe flesliche lustes be fihted togenes pe soule. 
#1340 Hamroe Psalter xviii. 5 His body in be whilke he 
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faght wip be fend. 1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. xxu. 65 To fighten 
and fenden ous fro fallyng in-to synne. 1483 CAxTon G. de 
la Tour Diij, Alwey fyghtynge ageynst the fire of lecherye. 
1582 Bentiey Jfox. Matrones ii. 17 Against whome for my 
sake thou foughtedst so sore on the crosse. 1611 BIBLE 1 Co”. 
ix. 26 So fight I, not as one that beateth the ayre. 1645 E. 
Caramy /udictim. agst, Eng. 9 Men that fight against a 
Reformation, 1733 Pore Lss. Man 1. 305 For Modes of 
Faith let graceless zealots fight. 1855 TENNYSON JZazd 111. 
vi. 57 It is better to fight for the good than to rail at the ill. 
1875 J. C, Witcocks Sea Fisherman 163 These larger fish 
fight well, sometimes requiring five or six minutes to kill 
them, 

b. To fight up against: to struggle against 
(something of overwhelming power). 

1768 STERNE Sent. Yourn. (1778) Il. 54 (Sword) The 
Marquis .. had fought up against his condition with great 
firmness. 1817 CoLERIDGE Biog. Lit, (1847) 11. 142 I soon 
felt that human nature itself fought up against this wilful 
resignation of intellect. 1838 Lytron Adice vu. vy, Lumley 
fought up against his own sensations, 

e. To clash or jar wth. rare. 

a 1624 SwinpurNE Sforsals (1686) 8 This distinction 
fighteth with the former definition of Spousals. 1645 
RutHerrorp Tryal §& Tri. Faith (1845) 81 It cannot be 
meant of Christ personally, for so it should fight with the 
scope of Paul. 1876 Miss Yoncre Womankind xv. 116 One 
of those tints that ‘fight’ with the fewest colours. 

+d. To operate as an argument, ‘militate.’ 

1887 GoLpinc De Mornay xiv. 213 All the reasons which 
thou alledgest against the immortalitie of the soule, doe 
feight directly to the proofe of it. ; 

3. quasi-tvams, with cognate object. Also + Zo 


Sight it. 

@1300 Cursor M, 17090 (Cott.)'Hu he again ur wyperwin, 
ur bateil tok to fight. 1523 Lp. Berners /voiss. I. xxxi. 45 
‘There was a sore batayle, and well foughten hande to hande. 
1526-34 TINDALE 1 77. vi. 12 Fyght the good fyght of fayth. 
1593 SHAKS. 2 ez. VJ,1. iii. 220, I shall neuer be able to 
fight a blow. 1606 G. W[oopcockE] tr. Zustiz 68 a, Their 
was a field fought betweene the fugetiue senators and 
himselfe. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. ii. 766 His wanton 
Kids .. Fight teenies Battels in his homely Yard. 1769 
GotpsmitH Roman History (1786) Il. 498 The senate dis- 
patched their ambassadors to Alaric, desiring him .. to give 
them leave to fight it with him in the open field. 1776 
Hurst in Trial of Nundocomar 64/1 The battle of Buzar 
was fought the 23d of October. 1819 SHELLEY Peter Bell 
vi. ix. 5 I’ve half a mind to fight a duel. 1847 Marryat 
Childr. N. Forest xxvii, A severe action was fought in the 
streets, 

b. To maintain (a cause, quarrel) by fighting. 
Often zransf., to fight an action (at law), a case, etc. 

1600 Suaxs. A. Y. L. v. iv. 49, I haue had foure quarrels 
and like to haue fought one. 1713 Appison Cazo1. i, He 
fights the cause Of honor, virtue, liberty, and Rome. 1784 
Bace Barham D. 1. 239 We fought this business four 
whole days. 1868 Yates Rock Ahead ut. v, Gilbert Lloyd 
saw that there was no use fighting the question any longer. 
1893 Law Times XCIV. 559/r If I had had my way, I 
would have fought every one of these actions. 

ce. To win or make (one’s way) by fighting. 

1859 TeNNyson Ezzd 870, I will not fight my way with 
gilded arms. All shall be iron. 1861 Hucues 707 Brown 
at Oxf, iv. (1889) 36 No one knew whether a boy .. would 
have to fight his own way in the world. 

4. trans. To combat; to engage or oppose in 
battle ; to war against. 

1697 DryDEN 4@neid vu. 655 To fight the Phrygian and 
Ausonian hosts. 1794 SoutHEy Botany-Bay Ecl. ii, ’Tisa 
fine thing to fight the French for fame! 1859 TENNYSON 
Lnid 221 Then will I fight him and will break his pride, 

b. transf. and fig. 

1784 Cowrer Task 111, 560 The shifts Which he that fights 
a season so severe Devises. 1850 TENNYSON Jx JZet. cxiv. 
to She cannot fight the fear of death. 1852 M. ArNnoLtp 
Tristr. 8 Iseult xiv, Some ship that fights the gale. 

e. To beat, flog. Chiefly absol. Obs. exc. dial. 

1573 Tusser Husé, \xxvii. (1878) 169 A wand in thy hand, 
though ye fight not at all, makes youth to their businesse 
better to fall. 1875 Szssex Gloss., ‘I wants more learning 
and less fighting.’ 1877 V. W. Linc. Gloss., ‘1 sha’n’t let 
our Bob go to school no more, master feights bairns.’ 

5. To contend in single combat for (a prize). 

1826 Scorr Woodst. xiv, 1.. have fought prizes. 1835 
BrowninG Paracelsus 1v. 119 While we fight the prize, 
‘Troop you in safety to the snug back-seats. 

6. To cause to fight ; to set on to fight. 

¢1680 Hickxerincitt Vhs. (1716) II. 528 The Prince of 
Poets. .never fights his Champion Achilles, till he has first 
buckled on him his Armour of Proof. 1828 Scotr /. AZ. 
Perth xvi, Vhe nobles and gentry had fought cocks. 1865 
pe! Mut, Ir, iv, Rubbish was shot, dogs were 
fought. 

7. To command, manage, or manceuvre (troops, 
a ship, gun, etc.) in battle. 

1779 Burcoyne Let. to Constituents (ed. 3)15 My intention 
of fighting my own regiment as colonel. 1812 J. B. SkeERRETT 
in Lxaminer 28 Sept. 615/1 Gallantly fighting his gun. 
1843 Blackw. Mag. LIV. 216 He fights his vessel well. 1862 
Gen. Lee in Century Mag. May (1887) 150/1 General A, P. 
Hill. .fights his troops well. 

8. With adverbs. Zo fight back: to resist. To 
Jight down: to overcome. To fight off: (a) trans. 
to deliver oneself with effort from; to repel, /¢. 
and fig.; (0) intr. to try to back out of anything. 
+ Zo fight over; to fight one after another, 7o fight 
out: to settle (a dispute) by fighting, to fight to 
the end; often ¢o fight zt out. 

1548 W. Patten in Arber’s Garxer III. 109 If they had 
meant to fight it out. 1588 SHaxs. 77¢. A. v, ili. ro2 That 
true hand that fought Romes quarrell out, 1610 SHaks. 
Tentp. m1. iii. 103 But one feend at a time Ile fight their 
Legions ore. @1732 T, Boston Crook in Lot (1805) 99 It 
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is better to yield to providence, than to fight it out. 1787 
Burke Cory.(1844) 11. 49 You perceive the manner in which 
Anderson fights off. 1800 Dunpas in Owen Wedlesley's Desf. 
556, I must therefore fight itdown, 18z0 Bentuam Packing 
(1821) 5x After fighting off till judgment. 1831 Lxaminer 
193/2 Stand to, and fight it out without fear. 1833 T. Hook 
Widow §& Marquess (1842) 242 Fight off the wedding, if you 
please: be ill—make any excuse. 1886 Law Times’ Rep. 
LV. 283/1 The issues which are not fought out. 1890 Yohn 
Bull 5 Apr. 229/2. These people were fighting back the 
diseases manfully. 

9. To fight shy: perh. orig. to lose confidence in 
battle ; recorded only in the sense: To keep aloof, 
avoid intercourse with a person, evade an under- 
taking, etc. Const. of Similarly in 15th c. Zo 

Sight sore at heart. 

c1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon iv. 125 He knewe well he 
sayd trouth and beganne to fyghte sore atte his herte. 1778 
Map. D’Arstay Diary Nov., I fight very shy with Mr. 
Seward, and..he takes the hint. 1786 Mackenzie Lounger 
No. 98 P2, I fought a little shy, as the saying is. 182r 
W. Irvine Life & Lett. (1864) II. 44, I have .. had to fight 
shy of invitations that would exhaust time and spirits. 1867 
Froupe Short Stud. (ed. 2) 138 The better sort of people 
fight shy of him. 

Fightable (foitab’l), a, ([f. prec. +-aBLE.] 
Ready for fight, in fighting trim. 

1823 C. Westmacotr Points of Misery 32 Drover very 
abusive, coachee very fightable. 1837 ew Monthly Mag. 
L. 422 If the chap’s fightable, I’m his man. 1864 Dazly 
Tel. 11 Nov., The Sanspareil .. came out of action a fight- 
able ship. i 

Fighter (foi'tar). [? OE. feohtere (Lye) =OHG. 
Jehtdvt (MHG, vehtxre, mod. Ger. fechter): see 
Figur v. and -ER !.] 

1. One who fights; occas. a fighting man,a warrior. 

c1300 K. Adis, 5703 Alle his gode fightteres. 1375 Bar- 
BouR Bruce x1. 102 He had of fechtaris with hym thar Ane 
hundreth thousand men and ma. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
66/r This geaunt hath ben a fightar fro his chyldehod. 

1685 BaxTER Paraphr. N. T. Matt. x. 16 Sheep and Doves 
are no good fighters against Wolves and Hawks. 1763 
CuurcHitt Ghost 1. 173 Whether repletion is not bad, And 
fighters with full stomachs mad. 1823 Byron Fan x1v. xx, 
I’ve seen them [writers] balance even the scale with fighters. 
1883 STEVENSON Treasure Isl, 1. ii. (1886) 11 He did not look 
much like a fighter. 

Jig. a@1300 Cursor M, 18081 (Cott.) A faint fighter me thinc 
er pou. 1430 Life St. Kath. (Gibbs MS.) 64 My lord ihesu 
criste whyche is be hope and croune of alle his fyghters. 
1656 S. Winter Sermz, 181 Lest you seem to.. be found 
fighters against the Lord of hosts. 1861 Trencu Epistles 7 
Churches 86 These daring fighters against God. 

+b. One employed to fight; a champion, bully. 

161x Braum. & Fi. Mazd’s Trag. ww. i; Y’are grown a 
glorious Whore, where be your Fighters? ¢1683 Roxd. 

3all, V. 215 Keep Frank still for your writer, And Poulteney 
for your fighter. 

+2, A pugnacious person ; a brawler. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 1751 The fortune of feghters may be 
fell chaunse. 1413 Lypc. Pilgr. Sowle wv. xxxv. (1483) 83 
Robbours .. fyghters and debatours. 1552 Act 5-6 Edw. 
VI, c. 4 § 3 Fray-makers and Fighters. 1557 N. T. 
(Genev.) x 77, iii. 3 No fighter, not couetous. 

Fighteress (foi'tares). rave. [f. prec. + -Ess.] 
A female fighter or soldier, an Amazon. 

1864 R. F. Burron Dahome 11. 69 foot-n., The king .. 
keeps the fighteresses for himself. 

Fighting (foi'tin), v2/. 5d. [f. Ficur v. + -1ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Figur in various senses ; 
an instance of the same. 

a1225 Aucr. R.228 pe ueorde uroure is, sikernesse of Godes 
helpe ide vihtunge a3ein. 1340 Ayend. 239 He hedde arered 
and ymad manye werren and manye vi3tinges. 1484 CaxTon 
Fables of Aé sop, etc. (1889) II. 310 The fyghtynge of the 
wymmen,. ‘1535 CoverDALe 1 sdras iv. 6 The other yt 
medle not with warres and fightinge. 1724 Dr For Mem. 
Cavalier (1840) 58, I have had fighting enough. .upon these 
points of honour, 1828-40 TytLer //7st, Scot. (1864) I. r72 
It was impossible to come to close fighting. 187: FREEMAN 
Norm. Cong. (1876) LV. xviii. 231 While they were. .receiving 
the rewards of their fightings. 

+2. An alleged designation for a company of 
beggars. Obs. 

1486 Bh, St. Albans ¥ vj b, A Fightyng of beggers. 7 

3. attrzb.and Comd. a. simple attrib., as fighting- 
day, -face, -sear, -ground, -line, -order, -ship, -song, 
-strength, -trim. r 

1778 Biog. Brit. (ed. 2) 1. 240 note, He was a coward who 
had his *fighting days. 1879 Browninc “albert & Hob 58 
With an outburst blackening still the old bad *fighting- 
face. 1816 Scorr Pibroch of Donuil Dhu, Come with your 
*fighting gear, Broadswords and targes, 1845 JAmEs A. 
Neil vii, We might contrive to get into better *fighting 
ground, 1883 Dazly News 21 Sept. 5/4 Detachments. .all in 
full *fighting order. 1863 P. Barry Dockyard Econ. 185 No 

fighting ship is worth anything now-a-days without coal 
and speed. 1872 BLack Adv. Phaeton xxviii. 379 Now this 
isa *fighting song. 1580 Sipney /’s, xviii. 11 My *fighting 
strength, by thy strength, strengthned was. 1886 J. K. 
Laucuron in Dict. Nat. Biog. VI. 387/r The urgent ne- 
cessity of keeping the ship at all times in perfect *fighting 
trim. 

b. Special comb.: fighting-cock, see Cook sd," 
2b.; fighting-field = BATrLE-FIELD; fighting- 
lanterns, lanterns used during night actions; 
fighting-sails (see quot. 1867); +fighting-school, 
a gymnasium; + fighting-stead S¢., battle-field ; 
fighting-stopper /Vau/. (see quot.) ; + fighting- 
wise, battle array. 

1676 DryDEN Aurengz. u. i. 935 In *Fighting Fields, 
where our Acquaintance grew, 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word= 
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bk., *Fighting-lanterns, 1627 Cart. SmitH Seaman's 
Grant, xii. 58 If you see your chase strip himselfe into 
*fighting sailes. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fighting- 
sails, those to which a ship is reduced when going into 
action; formerly implying the courses and topsails only. 
1535 CoVERDALE 2 Macc. iv. 12 He durst make a *fightinge 
scole vnder y® castell. 1375 Barsour Bruce xv. 378 [He] 
wes ded richt in that ilk *fechting-sted. 1881 Haszersly’s 
Naval Encycl., *Fighting-stopper, an arrangement of two 
dead-eyes, connected by rope laniards, and furnished each 
with a tail of rope. When a shroud is parted in action, the 
tails embrace the severed parts, and then they are hauled 
together by the laniard. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 267 Had 
I founded in fere, in *feztyng wyse, I haue a hauberghe at 
home and a helme bobe. 

Fighting (foi'tin), Af/.a. [f. as prec. +-1NG 2.] 

1. That fights, able and ready to fight, bearing 
arms, militant, warlike. 

a. of persons, their attributes, etc. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter xiv. x Tabernakill propirly is be 
mansyon of feghtand men. c1400 AZol. LolZ. 3 pis fizting 
kirke. ?@1400 Arthur 318 Powsandez ten Of hardy & welle 
fyghtyng Men. ¢ 1500 AZedusine 128, xxi thousand fyghtyng 
men. x60z SHaks. //anz, 1, iv. 113 O step betweene her, 
and her fighting Soule. 1663 GerBIER Counsel 59 No more 
.. then Souldiers fight without a fighting Captain. 1855 
Macautay “Hist. Eng. III. 233 The fighting men of the 
garrison. 

Jig. 1592 Suaxs. Ven, & Ad. 345 To note the fighting con- 
flict of her hew, How white and red, ech other did destroy. 

b. of natural or mechanical agents. 

13.. #. £. Allit, P. B. 404 On folde no flesch styryed 
pat pe flod nade al freten with feztande wa3ez. 164: WILKINS 
Math. Magick u. iv. (1648) 173 These fighting images. 1667 
Mitton /, LZ. u. tors The shock Of fighting Elements. 

2. Conb.: fighting crab (see quot. 1868); fight- 
ing fish, a Siamese fish (Betta pugnax); fighting 
sandpiper, the ruff (Machetes pugnax). 

1868 Woop Homes without H. iv. 90 ‘Ihe Fighting Crab 
(Gelasimus bellator). 

Hence Fi'ghtingly adv., pugnaciously. 

1632 Brome Northern Lasse 1. iii, She frown’d .. and 
look’d fightingly. x84 J. T. Hewrerr Parish Clerk I. 60 
Why should they be so fightingly inclined? 

Fi-ghtist. slang or jocular. =Fieurer. 

1877 Daily News 8 Oct., ‘Turkey had just acquired repu- 
tation enough as a ‘fightist’ to daunt half a dozen second- 


rate powers. 
+ Fight-lac. Obs. [OE. feoht-lic : see FIGHT 


sb. and -LocK.] Fighting, battle. 

c1000 Laws Ethelred 1x. iv, Si hit purh feoht-lac si hit 
purh reaf-lac. axz2z30 Owl & Night. 1697 3et ich ow alle 
wolde rede .. Pat (3e] ower fiht-lac leteth beo. 

+Fightless, z. Obs. [f. Ficur sd.+-iuss.] 
Without fight or fighting. 

1595 G. Marxuam 7vag. Sir R. Grinvile (Arb.) 69 Yet 
should we fightlesse let our shyps force flie. a@1618 SyL- 
vesteR Panaretus 782 Fight-lesse to fight, and without 
force to force, 

+ Fighty, ¢. Ods.—+ [f. as prec. +-¥1.] War- 
like. 

c1250 Gen. & Ex. 546 Of hem woren de 3etenes boren, 
Mizti men, and fi3ti. 

Fi-g-leaf. [f. Fie sd.1+Lnar.] 

1, The leaf of a fig-tree; chiefly in reference to 
Gen. iii. 7. 

1535 COVERDALE Cex. iii. 7 They .. sowed fygge leaues 
together. 1675 Wycuertey Country Wife 11. (1688) x0, 
I wou’d as soon look upon a Picture of Adam and Eve, 
without fig leaves, as any of you. 1854 LoweLL, ¥rv. in 
Italy Prose Wks, 1890 I. 116 The evening is so hot that 
Adam would have been glad to leave off his fig-leaves. 

b. transf. slang. (See quot.) 

1891 Farmer Slang, Fig-leaf, an apron. In fencing, the 
peas shield worn over the lower abdomen and right 
thigh. 

2. fig. A device for concealing something shame- 
ful or indecorous}; a flimsy disguise. rare in sing. 

1553 Latimer Pruitf Seri. (1584) 296 b, It is all but figge- 
leaues what man can do. 1621 Bacon Submission to Ho. 
Lords in Rushw. Hist. Coll, (1659) I. 29 Without Fig-leaves 
I do ingeniously confess and acknowledge, that [etc.]. 1755 
Lapy M. W. Monracu Le?z. (1893) II. 291 Fig-leaves are as 
necessary for our minds as our bodies. 1843 Lowett Glance 
bef. Curtain, For men in earnest have no time to waste In 
patching fig-leaves for the naked truth. 1850 Kincsiry A @¢. 
Locke xx, They tore off..even the fig-leaves of decent 
reticence. 

3. attrib., as fig-leaf covering, defence. 

1648 Jenxyn Blind Guide iii. 37 The novice hath. .driven 
you to..a meere Figg-leafe defence. 1698 SipNey Disc. 
Govt, ii. § 21 (1704) 139 ‘These are imperfect Figleave cover- 
ings of Nakedness. 1850 Wuittier Old Porirai/s 2 The 
tearing off of the fig-leaf covering of its sin. 

Hence Pi'gleaf v. /razs., to cover with a fig-leaf, 
or fig-leaves. Fi-g-leaved //. a., a. made of fig- 
leaves ; b. (see quot. 1820). 

1880 S. L, Cremens [‘Mark Twain’) Tvamp Abroad |. 
(88x) 515 Yet these ridiculous creatures have been thought- 
fully and conscientiously figleaved by this fastidious genera- 
tion. 1710 Brit. Apollo 111. 2/1 Adam made himself a pair 
of Fig-leav’d Breeches. 1748 Ricnarpson Clarissa Wks. 
1883 VII. 309 A husband is a charming cloak, a fig-leaved 
apron for a wife. 1820 Green Univ. Herb, 1. 289 Cheno- 
podium Serotinum, fig-leaved Goosefoot. 

Eivgless, a. [f. Fie sb.1+-Lxess.] Without figs. 
1623 I. Apams Barrex Tree Wks. (162g) 968 The Figlesse 
Fig-tree, the gracelesse Christian, is good for nothing. 

+ Figling. Ods. A little fig. 

1612 tr. Benvenuto's Rasengan I. ii. 175, I finde in my selfe 
daily a great desire to these figges, or fat figlins. 

Figmalirie, var. of WHIGMALEERIE Sc. 
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Figment (fgmént). [ad. L. foment-um, f. fig- 
short stem of fizgére to feign, fashion.] 
+1. Something moulded or fashioned, e.g. an 


| image, a figure, a model. Ods. 


1592 R. D. Hypuerotonachia 34 b, The excellencie, dilicat- 
nes and perfection of this figment and woorkmanshippe can- 
not be suffi[ciJentlie expressed. 1607 TorseLt /our-/. Beasts 
(1658) 97 Some are of opinion, that this Achaian Hart was 
but an invention or figment made in bread. 1664 H. Morr 
lyst. Inig. viii. 24 This Statue is become the..eternal God 
of Heaven and Earth. .though it be really a mere figment. 

2. A product of fictitious invention. 

a. An invented statement, story, doctrine, etc. 
+ In early use also: A fraudulent device. 

1432-50 tr. H/¢gden (Rolls) I. 177 [The Greeks] reteyne 
to them the figmentes of Sinonis, the fallace of Vlixes. 
1577 Hanmer Avnc. Eccl. Hist,, The fond figments of hereti- 
call persons, 1598 B. Jonson Lv. Man tn Hum. w. iv, 
Deliro, | heard he was to meet your worship here. Pzz/. 
You heard no figment, sir; I do expect him. a 1639 W. 
WuatE Ly Prototypes 1. xxiv. (1640) 9 It is a sin to lie, even 
for Gods cause, and to defend even his justice with false 
talesandfigments. 1774 J. Bryant JZythol. I. 340 From this 
abuse of terms the silly figment took its rise. 1862 THACKERAY 
Round, Papers, On half a loaf 235 Have we.. invented a 
monstrous figment about going to shoot pheasants with Mac 
in themorning? 1874 Srusss Coust. “7st. 11. xvii. 516 Royal 
prerogative was not .. a figment of theorists. 

b. Something which exists only as an arbitrarily 
framed notion of the mind. 

1624 GATAKER Tvansiubst. 33 We have... great reason to 
reject it, as a figment of mans braine. 1668 GLANVILL Scepsis 
Sct. 71 Therefore [space] has a kind of being that is no 
arbitrary figment. 1744 Berkey Szris § 335 Beauty, 
virtue, and such like are not figments of the mind. 1875 
Jowert Plato (ed. 2) II. 2or We must not conceive that this 
logical figment had ever a real existence. 1877 E. CAirp 
Philos. Kant 1. xii, 484 A self-conscious being .. existing 
alone in an unconscious world, is a figment of abstraction. 


Figmental (figme'ntal), a. [f. prec. + -av.] 
Of the nature of a figment; fictitious, imaginary, 
not real. 

1655 H. More Axntid. (1662) 170 These figmental im- 
pressions. 1669 W. Simeson //ydrol. Chym. 74 From this 
original by figmental additions came the Ganiahen, 1727 in 
Baiey, vol. II. ; 

Figmentary (figméntari), a. [f. as 
prec. +-ARY.] =prec. 

1887 I. Girt Victims I. x. 276 The same girl who had been 
wont to start from shadows the most figmentary. 

+ Figmenti‘tious, a. Ots—+ [f. as prec. + 
-Ir10us.] Addicted to the framing of figments. 

1660 Fisner Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 323. Whence 
came this Whiffle and Whimzy within the circumference of 
thy Figmentitious Fancy? 

Figmentor. Ods.—! [f. Ficmenr+-or.] One 
who makes up figments, or fictitious tales. 

1638 T. Hersert 77av. 307 Frier Oderic of Friuli..a con- 


temporary and fellow Traveller and Figmentor with our Sir 
John [Mandeville]. 


+Fignade. Oés. rare. ? = FIcEn. 

c 1420 Liber Cocorume (1862) 43 For stondand fygnade Fyrst 
play by water with hony and salt, Grynde blanchyd al- 
mondes [etc.]. Jé¢d. 54 For the secunde course..Take 
ryse and fletande fignade. 

+ Figo. Os. [a. OSp.and Pg. fgo=Fico.] = 
Fico in various senses. 

1599 Suaks. Hex. V, 1v. i. 60 The Figo for thee then. 
1600 Haxtuyt Voy. II]. 740 A fruite which they [natives of 
the Moluccas] call Figo. /ézd. 741 Lemmons, cucumbers, 
cocos, figu, sagu. 1640 GLAprHoRNE Ladies Privilege v, 
You do not mean to make a gul of me, a figo for a thousand. 

+Figonale. Ods. ?Some kind of basket. 

c1480 HoLttanp How/lat 833 Syne for ane figonale of frut 
thai straif in the steid. 

Fig-tree. [f. Ficsd.1+Tren.] A tree of the 
genus Ficus, esp. the /vcus carica. 

«1340 Hampoe Psalter civ. 31 He smate paire vynjerdis 
& paire fige trese. c1430 Lypc. Chorle §& Byrde (Roxb.) 1 
He myght not forsaken his fattenesse Ne the fyge tree nis 
amerous swetenesse. 1667 Mitton /. L. 1x, 1101 The Fig- 
tree—not that kind for fruit renowned, But such as, at this 
day..In Malabar or Decan spreads her Armes. 1762 WaL- 
POLE Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1765) 1. ii. 28 The milk that 
flows from the leaf of ayoung fig-tree. 1862 KENDALL Poems 
119 How lone we sit beneath this old Fig-tree, 

attrib, 1882 HuLort, Figge tree staffe or stalcke. Jdid., 
Figge tree droue, or groue. 1889 Pall Mall G. 26 Dec. 3/2 
The seventh and ninth columns from the fig-tree corner [of 
the Ducal: Palace]. : 

+ Firgulate, @ Ods.—°. [ad. L. figulat-us, 
pa. pple. of figulare to fashion as a potter does, 
f, figudus potter, f. fig-: see FIGMENT.] (See quot.) 

1730-6 in Baixey (folio), #7gz/aze, made of earth or potter’s 


clay. 

+ Figulated, a. Ols—°. [f. L. frgulat-us (see 
prec.) +-ED1.] =prec. 

1670 in BLount Glossagr. (ed. 3). 

Figuline (figizlin, -oin), a. and sd, 

Jigulinus, f. figulus potter.] 

A. adj. a. Such as is produced by the potter ; 
made of earthenware. b. Of earth: Suitable for 
the potter, fictile. 

1657 Tomiinson Revou's Disp. 146 Turpentine may not 
onely be well reserved in an iron or glass vessel, but in a 
figuline also, 1686 PLor Staffordsh. 124 The Smectic and 
figuline Earths. 1697 Evetyn Vsti. vili. 280 Improving 
.. Figuline Ware by Palissy’s White Glaze. 1790 PENNANT 
London (1813) 171 Wedgewood .. making it the repository 
of his figuline ware, 


rare. 


1721-1800 in BaiLry. 


fad. L. 





FIGURANT. 


Ss. 80: 

1. An earthen vessel ; in £7. pottery. 

1878 Loner. A¢évamtos 106 This Potter .. whose figulines 
and rustic wares scarce find him bread. 

2. Potter’s clay. 

1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Fin. Geog. Soc. XX1IX. 
383 The figuline, a greyish-brown clay, is procured from 
river-beds. wee 

Figurability (firgitrabiliti). [f. next; see 
-bility, -1ty.] ‘The quality of being figurable. 

1730-6 Baitey (folio) Pref., Yzgur-ability of Bedy or Matter, 
is that universal Disposition thereof, whereby it is under a 
Necessity, of appearing or putting on some Sort of Figure. 
1794 G. Apams Nat, § Exp. Philos. 1V. App. 492 What 
are .. properties of matter? 1, Extension or magnitude, 
and consequently figurability. 1848 in Cratc. 

Figurable (fi-gittrab’l), a [f. Figure v. + 
-ABLE. | 

1. Capable of receiving a definite figure or form. 

1605 Z. Jones tr. De Loyer's Specters 45 Much lesse can 
they take a body of the Ayre for that is not figurable, 1644 
Dicsy Wat. Bodies xvi. (1645) 177 Wax remaineth figurable, 
whether it be melted or congealed. 1755 Jonnson s.v. Thus 
lead is figuradle, but not water. In mod. Dicts. 

2. Capable of being represented figuratively. 

1880 G. Merepitu 77ag. Cont. xvi. (1892) 228 He waited, 
figureable by nothing so much as a wild horse in captivity. 

Figural, a. Also 6 figurall(e. [a. OF. 
Jigural, ad. late L. *fgiralzs (implied in figirah- 
tas), £. figura Figure. sd.] 

+1, =FIGURATIVE I, 4. Obs. 

c1450 Henryson JZor. Hab. 22 Ouerhailled with types 
figurall. ¢cx1555 HarpsFieLp Divorce Hen, VIII (1878) 142 
Scripture is to be expounded.. by the allegoricall or figurall 
..and by the tropologicall sense. 31621 W. ScLrater 7ythes 
(1623) 82 Their caeremonies.. were shadowy and figurall. 

+2. Arith. Of numbers: Representing some geo- 
metrical figure, such as a square, cube, etc. ; con- 
sisting of factors. Cf. FIGURATE a. 3a. Obs. 

Figural arithmetic: in quot., the arithmetic of ‘figural’ 
numbers. 

1551 RecorDE Pathw. Know. 1. A iij b, Defin., Formes [sc. 
produced by arrangements of points in rows].. whiche 
I omitte .. considering that their knowledg appertaineth 
more to Arithmetike figurall, than to Geometrie. 1557 — 
IWVhetst. Aijb, Many nombers are referred to some figure 
..So if I saie that .16. is a square nomber, bicause it is made 
of .4. multiplied by .4. then is .16. here to be called a figuralle 


nomber, 1674 JEAKE A7ith, (1696) 173. 1704 in Harris 
Lex. Techn. : 
quasi-sb. 1696 Lond. Gaz. No. 3183/4 Treatise of Arith- 


metick in all its Parts, viz. Integers, Fractions .. Figurals, 
etc. 

3. +a. Pertaining to figure or shape (00s.). b. 
Of or pertaining to figures. rare. 

1650 Sir T. Browne Psexd, Ef. (ed. 2) vi. xiv. 287 Yet 
equall incongruities have been commonly committed by 
Geographers and Historians, in the figurall resemblances of 
severall regions on earth, 1813 W. TayLor Ang. Synonyms 
(1856) 175 Keeping is a bad word, though a painter’s term 
for figural perspective. 1884 ScHLIEMANN in Worth Amer. 
Rev. CXXXIX. 526 Wealso see in the wall-paintings figural 
representations, 

4. Mus. =FIGURATE @, 4. 

In mod. Dicts. 

+ Figurally, adv. Obs. [f. prec. + -Ly ?.] 

1. By way of a figure, figuratively. 

¢ 1380 Wycuir Sev, Sel. Wks. II. 6 [Joon] is Hely figu- 
rali. ¢1450 M/irour Saluacioun 77 This fortakened a virginis 
ymage with hir childe figurelly. 1541 CovERDALE O/d Faith 
vi, He came and performed all things in deed that they had 
figurally in their sacrifices. 1550 Hurcuinson Jmage of God 
iii. (1842) 23 Who doth not see that these things are to be 
taken figurally of God? 

2. See FiguRaL 2. Zo multiply figurally: to 
multiply into itself, so as to raise to a higher 


power. 
1674 JEAKE A7vith. (1696) 206 When a Fraction is given to 
be multiplyed Figurally, multiply the Numerator by himself 
..and the Denominator likewise. 
+ Figurance. Ods.—°. [f. Ficurr v. + -ANCcE.] 
The action of figuring or expressing some form or 


shape. 

1730-6 in Barrey (folio). 1775 in Asn. 3 

|| Figurant ({zgiran) masc, Figurante 
(figdrant) fem. ([Fr. figurant, figurante, pr. pple. 
of figurer to FIGURE. 

The pl. masc. was formerly sometimes written jigwrans. 
It is often impossible to determine whether jiguvante is 
intended for the F. or the It. word: see next.] 

1. A ballet-dancer. 

1790 Combe Devil upon Two Sticks (1817) I. 126 The 
lascivious agility of his figurantes. 1807 T. Horne tr. 
Goede’s Trav. 11. 264 The theatre at Paris .. its statists 
and figurants. 1837 Major Ricuarpson Brit, Legion ii. 
(ed. 2) 42 A sort of ballet the figurans and figurantes in 
which were inmates of a mad-house. 1859 SmiLes Se/-~Help 
iii. (1860) 52 The poor figurante must devote years of inces- 
sant toil to her profitless task. 

2. A supernumerary character on the stage who 
takes no prominent part, and has little or nothing 


to say. : : 

1775 H. Watrore Le/#. (1857) VI. 195, Plays, in which 
comedians, singers, dancers, figurantes, might all walk at a 
coronation. 1816 J. Scorr Vs. Paris (ed. 5) 342 The women 
can be little more than the figurantes, receiving a mock 
reverence merely to carry on the drama. 1886 A thenwune 
2 Jan. 15/t [In the play] Shakspeare is a mere /igi- 
rant, 

transf. 1893 Nation 21 Sept, 211/2 They were but figu- 
rants in the great drama. 

26-2 


FIGURANTE. 


|| Figurante (figwra'nte). PI. -ti, occas. -tes. 
[It. fgurante, pr. pple. of figurare to FIGURE.] = 
prec. I. 

1782 Miss Burney Cecilia (1809) I. viii. 81 The figuranti 
will divert you beyond measure, 1821 Byron ¥uax tv. 
Ixxxv, As for the fizuranti, they are like The rest of all 
that tribe. 1826 Heper Yourn. [India (1828) II. xxviii. 283 
The bundles of red cloth which swaddle the figuranté of 
Hindostan. 

transf, 1830 Scott Demonol. i. 20 The green figurantés. . 
came capering and frisking ..with great glee. 1870 O. W. 
Hoimes Old Vol. of Life (1891) 269 The spangles of con- 
versational gymnasts and jigurantes. 

Pigurate (fi-gitireit), A/. a. and sb. [ad. L. 
jigitrat-us, pa. pple. of figirare to form, fashion, 
f. figitra FIGURE. | A. ppl. a. 

+1. Framed according to, or exemplifying, 
‘figures ’ of grammar or rhetoric. Ods. 

1530 Parscr. 394 Awoyr course .. for anoyr courouse, and 
many suche be figurate by syncopa. 1669 Mitton Accedence 
Grammar Wks. 1738 I. 607 Of figurate Construction, what 
is useful, is digested into several Rules. 1674 Perry Disc. 
Dupl. Proportion Ded. Av, Figurate and measured periods. 

+b. =FIGURATIVE 4. Obs. 

1548 Upatt, etc. Evasm. Par. Luke xviii. 34 In these 
woordes. .there laie priuely hidden some figurate & mistical 
manier of speaking. a@1677 Barrow Ser. Wks. 1716 II. 
363 Some do scarce admit those figurate senses. 1728 in 
Earbery tr. Burne?’s St. Dead 11, 47 The Diction of holy 
Scripture is figurate. 

+e. As pa. pple.; Figured, prefigured. Ods. 

1563 Win3ET Four Scoir Thre Quest. Wks. 1888 I. 85 The 
sacramentis of the Euangell exhibitis in deid and veritie thai 
graces figurat only and hoipit for in the Auld Testament: 

d. Expressed by figures as opposed to letters. 

1830 Westm. Rev. XIII. 229 That system [of numerical 
signs] is neither literal, like the Grecian..nor altogether 
figurate. like the Arabic. 

2. a. Having definite form or shape. 

Now only in medical use, as figurate feces (opposed to 
diffiuent) 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 602 Plants are all Figurate and De- 
terminate, which Inanimate Bodies are not. 1678 CupbworTH 
Intell. Syst. 801 Tertullian .. drives the business so far, as 
to make the Soul it self.. Figurate. 1755 JoHNnson, Pigurate, 
resembling anything of a determinate form, as fizurate 
stones retaining the forms of shells in which they were 
formed by the deluge. 

b. Formed into figures or patterns. 

1867 J. Hoce Microsc. 1. ii. 133 The symmetrical and 
figurate depositions of siliceous crystals. 

3. Math. +a. = Figura 2. Obs. 

1614 T. Bepwett Nat. Geor. Nrmbers i. 1 A rationall 
figurate number is a number that is made by the multiplica- 
tion of numbers betweene them-selues. 1636 Recorde's Gr. 
Artes 559 A Figurate Number is a number made by the 
multiplication of one number or more by another. 1674 JEAKE 
Arith, (1696) 179 Figurate Fractions are deferred to the 
Fourth Chapter. 

b. Figurate numbers: numbers, or series of 
numbers, formed from any arithmetical progression 
in which the first term is a unit, and the difference 
a whole number, by taking the first term, and the 
sums of the first two, first three, first four, etc., 
terms as the successive terms of a new series, from 
which another may be formed in the same manner, 
and so on. So Fzgurate arithmetic, the science of 
such numbers. 

Thus from the arithmetical series 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., a second 
series 1, 3, 6, 10, etc. (‘triangular’ numbers) is formed as 
above described; and from this again a third series, 1, 4, 10, 
20 (‘ pyramidal’ numbers). 

1706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matheseos 163 The Sums of 
Numbers in a Continued Arithmetic Proportion from Unity 
are call’d Figurate.. Numbers. 1785 Hurron Math. Tables 7 
The several orders of figurate numbers, which he [Vieta] 
calls triangular, pyramidal, etc. 1816 tr. Lacroix’s Diff. & 
Int. Calculus 528 Ex.2 The sum of the + first terms of any 
progression of figurate numbers being required. 

1666 Cottins in Rigaud Cory. Scz. Men (1841) J. 122 As to 
Figurate Arithmetic, it is largely handled in Maurolycus, 

. Music. = Fiormw, Cf. Ficurep 7 a. 

1708 J. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v. Descant, Figurate or 
Florid Descant, is that wherein Discords are concerned, as 
well (though not so much) as concords. 17953 Mason Ch. 
Mus. 28 Figurate..we now employ to distinguish florid from 
more simple Melody. 1833 Mew Monthly Mag. XXXVIII. 
199 Haydn’s masses are more figurate than those of his pre- 
decessors. 


B. sb. 


‘+1. Something possessing form or shape. rare. 

1610 W. Forkincuam Art of Survey u. ix.62 The Content 
Solid is of Timber, Stone, and other Bodies or Figurates. 

2. A figurate number: +a. a number consist- 
ing of factors; esp. an integral power of any 
number, Lgudlater figurate: a square number, 
Cf A.3a. Obs, 

_ 1614 T. Bepwett Nat. Geom. Numbers i. 4 The figurate 4 
is made by one multiplication of one number by it selfe. 
/bid., An equilater figurate is made of equall numbers, or of 
one number multiplied by it selfe. 

b. (See A. 3 b.) 

1796 Hutton Math, Dict. 1. 469 Malcolm’s Arithmetic, 
p. 396, where the subject of Figurates is treated in a very.. 
perspicuous manner, 

+ Fi-gurate, v. Obs. [f. L. figirat- ppl. stem 
of figiirare to Figure. ] 

1. ‘rans. To give figure or shape to; to shape. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 265 The harder and more solide 
parts are figurated together, but not together perfected, 
For of the bones some are sooner perfected, some later, 
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Ibid. 307 Sixe dayes it is in Milke .. Twelue figurate the 
flesh. 1623 in CockERAM. st 

2. To present in figure, outline, or visible shape. 

1704 Hearne Duct. Hist. (1714) I. 38 So do Chronological 
Tables figurate to us the Series and Concatenation of Times. 

3. a. To represent by a figure or emblem; to 
typify. b. To speak of in a figure, or figuratively. 
ce. To treat as figurative. d. To liken or compare Zo. 

@. 1533 CovERDALE Lord’s Supper 451 They did in their 
gesture and rite figurate a certain image of a sacrifice. 1602 
Marston Ant. § A7el, v. Wks. 1856 I. 62 The glowe worme 
figurates my valour. 1609 Brste (Douay) Gen. xiv. Comm., 
Melchisedec .. knew how to figurate his eternal priesthood. 
1654 Jer. Taytor Real Pres. 274 The Fathers .. call the 
figure, by the name of the thing figurated. : 

1643 R. O. Man's Mort. v. 22 It is well figurated in 
Scripture by sleepe. 

ec. a1806 S. Horsey Sev. (1811) 408 Those. .who have 
improved upon St. Austin’s hint of figurating this passage. 

az c 1480 Henryson Jor. Fab, 22 This fein3it Foxe may 
well bee figurate To flatterers. 

4. To furnish with figures of speech. 

1652 Urqunart Yewel Wks. (1834) 292 There is neither 
definition, distribution. .or any scheme figurating a speech. 
5. AMath.: cf. FIGURATE a. 3 a and FIGURAL 2. 
1674 JEAKE Avith, (1696) 289 To Figurate any Cossick is 

Cossically to multiply the same. . by it self. 

Hence Fi‘gurated ///. a.; in quots. = FIGURATE. 

1642 F. Potter /uterpr. of No. 666, 195 The number 30 
is a fizurated number, because three times ten, or five times 
six, make this number, 1660 INcELo Bentiv. § Ur. u.(1682) 
202 After the dissolution of Figurated matter. 1848 Craic, 
Figurated, having a determinate form. 

+ Figurately, av. Obs. [See -ty *.] 

1, =FIGURATIVELY 1 and 2. 

1533 Fritu Disfput. Purgat. u. Giij/t He dare not vnder- 
stonde this thynge as figuratelye spoken. a@ 1677 Barrow 
Serm. (L.), Doing it then mediately and figurately by his 
prophets. 

2. According to a grammatical figure. 

1530 Patscr. 402 They use volt fyguratly by Syncopa for 
voulut, 

3. (To multiply) figurately = FIGURALLY 2. 

1674 JEAKE Avith. (1696) 249 Let then 100 be multiplyed 
Figurately to the roth Power. 

Figuration (figitiréfon). Also 5 figuracion, 
[a. F. figuration, ad. L. figitration-em, n. of action 
f. fgirare to fashion, F1GURE.] 

. The action or process of forming into figure ; 
determination to a certain form. 

156r ‘I’. Norton Calvin's Inst. 11. xiv. (1634) 230 Finally 
the figuration of Christ, hath with them the place of be- 
getting. 1656 H. More Exthus. Tri. 4 Vhe inward figura- 
tion of our brain or spirits into this or that representation. 
1677 Grew Anat, Fruits vi. § 2 The Vessels serve for the 
Figuration of the Fruit. 1856 R. A. VaucHan JZystics (1860) 
II. 230 A mysticism like that of Tauler strives to escape all 
image and ‘figuration’. 

b. quasi-concr. The resulting form or shape ; 
contour, outline. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 199 The chiefe cite. .is callede 
Brundusium .. in that hit holdethe in the figuracion of hit 
the similitude of the hede of an herte. 1563-87 Foxe A. § 
AM. (1596) 77/1 Constantine caused a Crosse after the same 
figuration to be made of gold and precious stones. 1658 
Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 53 Quincuncial forms 
. are also observable in animall figurations. 1697 T. SmitH 
in Lett. Lit. Aten (Camden) 249 The different hope: and 
figurations of letters in several ages of the world. 1728 
Pemperton Newton's Philos. 8 The figuration and the mo- 
tion of bodies strike our senses more immediately than most 
of their other properties. 1842 De Quincey in Blackw. 
Mag. LI. 13 Their very figurations now appeared to 
reflect and repeat each other. 1890 J. H. Sriruinc Gifford 
Lect, iv. 71 Finite things were the figurations, the linea- 
mentations of extension. 

2. The action of representing figuratively; an 
allegorical or figurative representation. 

1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. Pref. (1573) 12 It [this 
Apocalips] sheweth vs also sondry descriptions and figura- 
tions of matters most weightie. 1579 Fuk //eskins’ Parl, 
266 The sacrament is not a bare dearation of the flesh of 
Christ. 1664 H. More JAZyst. Znig. 213 In Prophetick 
Figurations one individual Beast signifies a Multitude of 
men. 1737 WATERLAND Eucharist (1739) 28 The.. dark 
Intimations of the legal Types or Figurations, 1840 
Lytton Pilgr. Rhine xxvi, The .. faun has been made the 
figuration of the most implacable of fiends, 1871 Macpurr 
Alem. Patmos xix. 256 The island-home. .may have possibly 
added power and reality to the figuration. 

3. The action of framing figures or shapes: a. 
in dreams; in quot. quasi-conzcyv. b. Ornamenta- 
tion by means of figures or designs. rare. 

1652 GAuLE Magastrom, 176 There is neither vertue nor 
efficacy in such fabrications, or figurations, from God, 
Angels, nature, 1730-6 Bainry (folio), /iguration, a 
chimerical vision. 1866 J. G. Murpuy Comin. Ex. xxvi. 
bah ae figuration is wrought not by the loom, but by the 
needle, 

+4. Math. a. The making of arithmetical figures. 
b. The multiplying of a number into itself (see 
FIGURATE ¥. 5); involution. Ods. 

c 1430 Art of Nombrynge (E. E. T.S.) 2 F figure is clepede 
for protraccione of figuracione. 1674 JEakE Avzth, (1696) 
373 Figuration of the Sinister part of the Divisor, : 

. Alusic, Employment of figurate or florid 
counterpoint; alteration of a theme or counter- 
point by the introduction of passing-notes, rapid 
figures, etc. 

1597 Morey Jntvod. Mus. 90 Phi. What is Figuration? 
Ma. When you sing one note of the plain-song long, and 
another short, etc. a 1646 J. Grecory Wicene Creed Wks. 





FIGURATIVENESS. 


(1649) 53 ‘The Singing of the Nicene creed .. with all the 
Ornaments and figurations of Harmonie. 1883 Parry in 
Grove Dict. Mus. 111. 759 The process is rather that of free 
figuration of two or three parts, giving in general a contra- 
puntal effect to the whole. 1889 /déd. 1V. 761 The mixed 
style, in which the figuration introduced consists chiefly of 
suspended concords [etc.]. 4 : 

Figurative ({igitirativ), a. Also 4-5 figuratif, 
4-6 fygurative, -tyf, -tyve. [a. Fr. Jiguratif, 
-ive, ad. late L. figirativus, f. figurare to F1cure.] 

1. Representing by a figure or emblem ; emblem- 
atical, typical. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vi. xxvii. (1495) 217 Dremes 
ben somtyme wrappyd in fyguratyf mystyk. 1504 tr. De 
Imitatione 1. xi, This royall souper, in the which thou 
hast nat purposed to be eten the fyguratyue lambe. 1597 
Hooker Eccl, Pol, v. xv. (1611) 208 This they will say was 
figuratiue, and serued but for a time. 1650 Butwer Anthro- 
pont. 174 The Nails were made .. for a figurative token. 
1883 Marspen Larly Purit. 22 They were a part of the 
divinely appointed constitution of the Jewish church, and 
had passed away with the rest of its figurative and mystic 
ceremonial. 3 5 

2. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, pictorial or 


plastic representation. : 

1607 Torsett Four-f. Beasts (1658) 156 Serpents. .in whose 
heads are many pretious stones, with such naturall seals or 
figurative impressions as if they were framed by the hand of 
man. 1843 Prescorr AZexico (1850) I. 77 This is the repre- 
sentative or figurative writing, which forms the lowest stage 
of hieroglyphics. 1889 J. Hirst in Avcheol. Inst. Frul. 
No. 181. 34 Transmission 6f both geometric as well as 
animal and figurative decorated forms from East to West. 

+8. Pertaining to the use of graphic symbols. 
Figurative arithmetic: algebra. Also, Of the 


nature of a symbolic diagram. Obs. , 

1690 Leyvsourn Cursus Math. 335 Division is done in 
Figurative Arithmetick..by applying some Line of Separa- 
tion between the Dividend and the Divisor. 1800 tr. La- 
grange’s Chem, 1. 13 Let us still exhibit a figurative table. 

4. Of speech: Based on, or involving the use of, 
figures or metaphors; metaphorical, not literal. 

14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 134 Legeauns & 
figuratif spekynges. a@1568 CoverDaLe Hope Faiths. xxvii, 
By a figurative and borrowed speech he declareth the horror 
..of the damned. 1889 Purrennam Lng. Poesie 1. iv, (Arb.) 
24 The vtterance in prose .. is also not so voluble .. nor in 
fine allowed that figuratiue conueyance..as meeter is. 1607 
TorsELt Serpents (1653) 653 A witty check, or a figurative 
flout. x71x J. GrEENwoop Lxg. Gram. 217 Customary or 
Figurative Syntax is that which is used in the Forms of 
Speech .. wherein Words are put together according to a 
Metaphorical or borrowed Sense. 1785 Rein /nt. Powers 
15 There is a figurative sense in which things are said to be 
in the mind. 1845 H, J. Rose in Encyel. Metrop. 11. 891/1 
Will it be contended that this was not figurative language? 
1889 Ecce Honzo iii. (ed. 8) 26 The mistake of confounding 
a figurative expression with a literal one. 

b. Metaphorically so called. 

14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII, 118 The figuratif body 
of Chryste pat is holy chirche. 31577 Hanmer Axe, Eccl, 
Hist. (1619) 5 Also Princes, whom the prophets .. have.. 
made figurative Christs. 1832 Lewis Use § Ab. Pol. Terms 
v. 44 Confound real with figurative Sovereignty. 1842 S. 
Lover Handy Andy ii, He saw a real instead of a figurative 
blister. 

5. Abounding in or addicted to figures of speech. 

1589 Putrennam Lng. Poesie ut. vii. (Arb.) 166 Which 
thing made the graue iudges Areopagites .. to forbid all 
manner of figuratiue speaches ..in their consistorie of 
lustice. 1693 Drypen Fuvenal Pref., Sublime subjects 
ought to be adorned with the sublimest and with the most 
figurative expressions. 1740 J. CLarke Educ. Youth (ed. 3) 
88 Tho’ they are..easy Authors, yet they are more Figura- 
tive than Cesar. 1783 H. Brair Lect, I. xiv. 274 They 
will pour forth a torrent of Figurative Language. 1789 Bet- 
sua Ess, I. ii, 25 Shakespeare. .is the most figurative writer 
-.in our Janguage. 1878 Browninc Poets Croisic 113 La 
Roque. .broke bounds Of figurative passion. 

+6. Aus, =FicuRatE a, 4. Obs, 

1744 Suppl. Harris's Lex, Techn. s.v. Counterpoint, 
Counterpoint is divided into simple and figurative. . Figura- 
tive Counterpoint is of two Kinds, in one, Discords are 
introduced occasionally, as passing Notes..in the other, the 
Discord bears a chief Part of the Harmony. 

Figuratively (firgitirativli), adv, 
+-LY~%.] Ina figurative manner. 

1. In or by means of a figure or emblem. 

1393 Lanct. P, Pl. C. xvi. 294 And bow fynde hym bote 
figuratifliche a ferly me bynkeb. ¢1430 Speculum (1888) 33 In 
Gedeones flece was this shewed figuratively. 1508 FisHer 
7 Penit. Ps. ooiij, There be thre partes of penaunce whiche 
this holy prophete sheweth derkely and fyguratyuely by the 
symylitude of thre dyuers byrdes. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. Ww, vii. 121 The sense is still the same; for 
therein are figuratively intended Vzziah and Ezechias. 1780 
G. Horne Disc. (1794) IIL. xvii. 379 Figuratively and sacra- 
mentally presented in the temple on earth. E 

2. By or as a figure of speech ; metaphorically. 

1833 F'ritu Disput. Purgat, (1829) 151 He dare not under- 
stand this thing as figuratively spoken. 165: Hopses 
Leviath, m1. xxxv. 220 Figuratively, those men also are 
called Holy. 1749 Fietpinc Zone Fones vu. ti, To express 
myself less figuratively, he determined to go to sea. 1867 
Miss Broucutron Wot wisely II. 282 It is very, very difficult 
figuratively to get inside another person. 

Fi-gurativeness. [f. as prec, + -NESS.] 

The quality of being figurative. 

ar1jzg S. Crarke Ser. IL, exxii. 45 From the figura- 
tiveness..of these expressions. 1816 J. Gitcurist PAilos. 
Etym. 227 Dispense with the figurativeness of Bacon’s 
style! 1837 Hatiam //ist. Lit, m1. iv. §8 tee ree 
Revelation, notwithstanding their brevity and figurative- 
ness. 1881 Athenwum No. 2811. 328/2 The figurativeness of 
ancther kind of which.. Rossetti’s sonnets are so full, 


[f. prec. 


FIGURATURE. 


+ Figurature. Os. vare—!. [as if ad. L. 
*feuratira, {. figiradre to FIGURE: see -URE.] 
Form, make, shape. 

1642 Br. ‘I’. Morton Present, Schismatic 2 One may see 


the face of another, and yet not discern the linaments and 
figurature, 

Figure (fi-gar, -itix), 5d. Forms: 3-4 vig(o)ur, 
(3 wygur), 4-5 fig(o)ur, (5 fegure), 4-6 fygure, 
3-figure. [a. Fr. figure (=Pr., Sp., It. figura), 
ad. L. figura, {. *fg- short stem of fingdre: see 
Frien. 

The L. word was the ordinary rendering of Gr. oxjmo 
(see Scueme) in its many technical uses; several of the 
senses below are traceable, wholly or in part, to Greek philo- 
sophy.] 

I. Form, shape. 

1. The form of anything as determined by the 
outline ; external form; shape generally. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 52 But yet it [a statue] was as in 
figure Most lich to mannes creature. 1477 Eart Rivers 
(Caxton) Dictes 141 A man that is in a derke kaue may 
not se his propre figure. 1535 CovERDALE Ezek. x. 22 
The figure of their faces was, euen as I had sene them. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 221 The Figure of a Bell partaketh 
of the Pyramis. 1697 Dampier Voy. (1729) I. 537 Their 
Faces are of a flat oval Figure. 1698 Kritn Axa. 7h. 
Earth (1734) 289 The Theorist.. had deduced its [the 
Earth’s] true Figure from its true causes. 1756 NUGENT G7. 
Tour \. 164 The figure of the city is an oblong square. 
1830 Kater & Larpn. Mech. i. 5 Bodies having very dif- 
ferent volumes may have the same figure. 1878 Huxtry 
Phystogr. xix. 318 In addition to this change of size .. the 
figure of the ship suffers a change. 

b. In generalized sense, as an attribute of body. 

1471 Rirecey Coif. Alch. 1. in Ashm. (1652) 141 Both fy- 
gure and ponderosyte. 1690 Lockr Hus, Und. 1. xxxi. § 2 
Solidity and Extension, and the Termination of it, Figure. 
1744 Harris Three Treat. (1841) 29 Such things ..as are 
peculiarly characterized by figure and colour. 1831 brew- 
STER Oftics xvii. § 90. 147 Crystals whose .. simplest form 
had only one axis of figure. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. z) I. 
275 Figure is the only thing that always follows colour. 

+e. Appearance, aspect ; also, attitude, posture. 

1513 Douctas /ueis y. xiii. 13 The seis figur wes ab- 
hominable. 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot. iv. 58 Some 
Christians .. decline the figure of rest, and make choice of 
an erect posture. 1684 CuHARNock A ¢trib, God (1834) IL. 577 
To have devout figures of the face, and uncomely postures 
of the soul. 

d. transf. The ‘shape’, state (ofa matter). vaze. 

1858 CartyLe /redk. Gt. (1865) I, m1. ili. 150 As to Fried- 
rich’s Pomeranian quarrel, this is the figure of it. 

2. Geon. A definite form constituted by a given 
line or continuous series of lines so arranged as to 
enclose a superficial space, or by a given surface or 
series of surfaces enclosing a space of three dimen- 
sions ; any of the classes or species of such forms, 
as the triangle, circle, cube, sphere, etc. 

1340 dyenb. 234 Ine be rounde figure: pe ende went ayen 
to his ginninge. 185x RecorpE Pathw. Knowdl. 1. Defin., 
Figures .. be made of prickes, lines or platte formes. 1570 
Bituncstey Lxclid 1. xv. 3 Of all figures a circle is the most 
perfect. 1603 HoLttanp Plutarch'’s Mor. 814 A Figure is 
the superficies, circumscription, and accomplished linea- 
ment of a bodie. 1714 STEELE Englishman No. 46 That 
beautiful Figure in Architecture called a Pyramid. 1809-10 
CorerincE /riend (1865) 97 A circle is..a figure constituted 
by the circumvolution of a straight line with its one end 
fixed. 1823 H. J. Brooke Jutrod. Crystallogr. 137 The 
new figures would be octahedrons, 1840 LARDNER Geov. 
134 A figure may be constructed similar to a given figure. 

+3. The proper or distinctive shape or appear- 
ance (of a person or thing). Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 22148 (Cott.) O thinges sere hair naturs 
[anticrist sal do] turnd to be in sere figurs. 1340 HAMpoLE 
Pr. Consc. 2320 A deyel in his fygur right. ¢1386 CHaucER 
Monk's T, 232 Than..God..him | Nebuchadnezzar] restored 
to his regne and his figure. c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) iv. 13 
Scho bad hem pat he schuld..hafe na drede of hir, what 
figure so euer he sawe hir. ax1g00-so Alexander 360 Pe 
figour of a freke he sall take eftire. 1475 Bk. Noblesse (1860) 
21 Wonderfulle entreprises..that Hercules did, whiche is 
writen in figure of a poesy. 1599 SHaks. Much Ado. i. 15 
Doing in the figure of a Lambe, the feats of a Lion. 1611 
Brsce /sa. xliv. 13'The carpenter..maketh it after the figure 
of a man. 

4. Of a living being: Bodily shape, occas. in- 
cluding appearance and bearing. Now chiefly of 
persons, 

13.. EZ. E. Allit. P. A, 746 Quo formed be by fayre 
fygure? 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 283b/r A monk of a ryght 
honourable fygure and parure. 1484 — /ables of A2sop WW. iv, 
To the [the pecok] they [the goddes] haue gyuen fayr fygure. 
@1533 Lv, Berners Hon xiii. 140 Yf I shold dyscryue his 
foule fygure at length. 1637 Nasses Microcosm. u. C ij, 
When other creatures.. Look downwards on’t, [thou] hast an 
erected figure. 1740 Cunsterr. Left. I. Ixii. 174 [Poets] 
represent as persons, the passions..and many other things 
that have no figures nor persons belonging to them. 1774 
Gotpsm. Nat, Hist. (1776) II. 106 There is little known 
exactly with regard to the proportion of the human figure. 
Ibid, IV. 24 Few readers .. are not as well acquainted with 
the figure of a Squirrel. 1863 Fr. A. Kempre Resid. in 
Georgia 42 The figures of some of the women are handsome, 
1869 BouTELL Arms § Arm. vii, 109 This hauberk was ad- 
justed to the figure bya belt. 1888 Burcon Lives 12 Gd. 
Mex I. ii. 140 His dignified aspect and commanding figure. 

b. The bodily frame, considered with regard to 


its appearance. 

1715-20 Pore /liad 1x. 71 Wise Nestor then his reverend 
figure rear’d. 1728— Dunc. ur. 62 So lab’ring on, with 
shoulders, hands, and head, Wide as a windmill all his 
figure spread. 
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5. An embodied (human) form; a person con- 


sidered with regard to visible form or appearance. 

¢ 1250 Gen, § Ex. 1006 In Se dale of mambre, sa3 abraham 
figures Ore. c1420 Anturs of Arh. xi, Ho was a figure of 
flesche, fayrest of alle. c1q4s0 Loneicn Grazl xliii. 303 
The fegure bat there-owt gan gon. 1602 Suaxs, //am. 1. i. 
so9 This portentous figure Comes armed through our watch. 
1673 DrypEen Marr. & la Mode m. i, What a figure of a 
man is there! 1730 A. Gorpon Maffei’s Amphith. 50' Two 
Figures. .in the Action of going into the Amphitheatre. 1754 
RicHarpson Grandison LV. xxi. 153 She is a very fine figure 
ofa woman. 1768 SrerNE Sent, Fourn. (1782) II. 81 A tall 
figure, of a philosophic, serious, adust look. 1877 Riva 
Vivienne 1. iv, He saw a figure leaning against the embra- 
sure of one of the windows. 

b. collog. A person of grotesque or untidy ap- 
pearance. Ligure of fun: a ludicrous personage, 
an oddity. 

1774 Map. D’Arstay Early Diary (1889) I. 322, I..ob- 
tained leave to come down, though..quite a figure. 1811 
Miss L. M. Hawkins C’/ess. § Gertr. (K. O.), Figure of fun. 
1813 Lapy Burcuersu in Leff. (1893) 61 Words can't de- 
scribe the figures the women dress here of a morning. 1840 
Mrs. F. Trottopr Widow Married vii, What..can have 
induced you to make such a figure of yourself? 1861 
Hucues Yow Brown at Oxf. xviii. (1889) 173 The figure of 
fun was a middle-aged man of small stature. 1886 Burton 
Arab, Nts. I. 82 Each of them is a figure o’ fun after his 
own fashion. “ 

6. transf. A person as an object of mental con- 
templation ; a personage. 

1734 Watts Relig. Fuv. (1789) 216 She had rather bear an 
inconvenience herself, than give an uneasiness even to the 
meaner figures of mankind. 1847 Emerson Refr. Men, 
Goethe Wks. (Bohn) I. 389 And he flung into literature, in his 
Mephistopheles, the first organic figure that has been added 
for some ages, 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 6. 335 This 
utter absence of all passion..makes the figure of [Thomas] 
Cromwell the most terrible in our history. 1888 Bryce 
Amer. Commu. II. lili, 327 The disappearance of this 
brilliant figure [Hamilton]. 

ds Conspicuous appearance. 
(familiarly ¢o cut) a figure: 

a. in neutral sense, with qualifying adj.: To 
present a (good, bad, splendid, ridiculous, etc.) ap- 
pearance ; to produce an impression of specified 
character on the beholder. 

1699 Benttey P/ad. 361 Any Metaphor at all makes but 
a very bad Figure. 1710 Sterte Vatler No. 57 ® 1 Vo 
understand among what Sort of Men we make the best 
Figure. 1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. E. Ind. 1, xii. 134 
The City ales a good figure from the Sea, 1766 Gotpsm. 
Vic. W.x, When Moses has trimmed them a little, they will 
cut a very tolerable figure. 1791 ‘G. GamBapo’ Ann, Horse. 
y. (1809) 87 London Riders, .. who cut .. so smart a figure 
in acountry town. 1882 Serjt. BALLANTINE /afer. |. 456 
Witnesses of this kind cut but an awkward figure in the 
hands of a skilful counsel. 1883 S. C. Hate Retrospect I. 
240 He made but a poor figure in the House, 


b. To appear in a ridiculous aspect. 

1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 212 It was as much as I could do 
to keep my Countenance at the Figure he made. 1854 
Fetton Yam. Lett. xlvi. (1865) 343 There is nothing more 
comical than the figure an English scholar cuts when he first 
comes to Athens. 

ce. To occupy a conspicuous or distinguished 
position ; to play a prominent or important part ; 
to attract admiration orrespect. Cf. I’. fazre figure. 

1691 J. Witson Belphegor v. i. Dram. Wks. (1874) 368 
And what figure do you make in this house? 1697 DrypEN 
Eéneid ut. 116 While his arms ., rul’d the Counsels of the 
Court, 1 made some figure there. 1711 Appison Sfect. 
No, 92 P 8 Gentlemen that make a Figure at Will’s. 1736 
Butter Azxad, 1. iii, Revolutions, which make a figure even 
in the history of the world. 1749 Cursterr. Le#t?. II. 233, 
I am very willing that you should make, but very unwilling 
that you should cut, a figure.. ; the cutting a figure being 
the very lowest vulgarism in the English language. 1762-71 
H. Watrote Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) I. 223 The first 
painter who seems to have made any figure in this reign. 
1809 Syp. SmitH IVks. Be ) I. 171/2 Boys, who make a 
considerable figure at sc a often make no figure in the 
world. 1824 W. Irvinc 7. 7vav. I. 187 If they did not make 
much figure in talking, they did in eating. 1864 Burron 
Scot Aér, I. iv. 206 Kirkaldy of Grange..cut some figure in 
politics. 

8. Importance, distinction, ‘mark’. Now only 
with reference to persons, in phrases (somewhat 
arch.) man, woman of figure, a person of rank and 
station. 

1692 Drypen St. Evremont’s Ess, 192 Persons of the 
greatest Figure make every thing valued according to their 
Fancy, 1703 MAuNDRELL Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 44 Another 
River, of no inconsiderable figure. 1711 Abpison Sfect, 
No. 122 P 7 The speech .. was .. designed .. to give hima 
Figure in my Eye. 1769 De Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. 11. 63 
Wallingford .. a Place of great Figure. cxz800 K. WuitE 
Rent. (1837) 379, I met him ..in company with persons of 
apparent figure. 31851 CARLYLE Sterdizg u, 1. (1872) 89 Mr. 
Sterling, a private gentleman of some figure. 

b. Style of living, ostentation, display. arch. 

1602 Lid. Cromwell ut. iii. 2 Our County now exceeds 
the figure Of common entertainments. 1720 Dr For Caz. 
Singleton xx, (1840) 342 He obliged her not to increase her 
figure, but live private, 1807 Mzedding’s Tom Fones I. Life 
1x Fond of figure and magnificence, he incumbered himself 
with a large retinue. 1851 CartyLe Sterling 1. ix. (1872) 55 
Lieutenant-General Barton of the Life-guards.. lived in 
a certain figure here in town. 

IT. Represented form ; image, likeness. 

9. The image, likeness, or representation of some- 
thing material or immaterial. 

a@ 1340 Hamrote Psadzer xxii. 4 Ill men. .beris pe figure of 


In phrase Zo make 





FIGURE. 


ded. ¢1400 Maunpevy. (Roxb.) vii. 25 Euermare in pe 
middes of pam es funden pe figure of be crosse. 148x 
Caxton Myrr. 1. iii. 9 He fourmed hym [man] to his figure 
and semblaunce, 153x Exyor Gov, 1. xxvi, There is nat 
a more playne figure of idlenesse, than playinge at dise. 
1608 SuHaxs. Per, v. iii. 92 In Helicanus may you well 
descry A figure of truth, of faith, of loyalty. 1658 Sir 
T. Browne //yd riot. iii. 4o The mystical Figures of Pea- 
cocks, Doves and Cocks. 1791 Burke Aff. Whigs Wks. 
VI. 30 He is their standard figure of perfection. 1878 
B. Taytor Deuwkalion Argt. 10 She is no figure of the Faith 
ofher day, — 

+b. An imaginary form, a phantasm. ds. 

1384 Cuaucer H. Fame s. 48 Or if the soule .. warnith 
al and some.. Be avisions or be figures. x1g§98 Snaks. 
Merry W. WwW. ii. 231 ‘To scrape the figures out of your 
husbands braines. 

LO. esp. An artificial representation of the human 
form. 

a. In sculpture: A statue, an image, an effigy. 

+ To work by the figure (quot. 1598): perh. to operate on 
a wax effigy of a person, for the purpose of enchantment 
(Schmidt); some have referred it to sense 14. 

@ 1300 Cursor MM. 2290 (Cott.) Lik til his fader bat was ded 
Awygur wasmad. a1300 2. 2. Psalter xcvili).7 Alle schente 
be..Pat mirthen in bar vigours [7% siszulacris] als. ¢ 1400 
Destr. Troy 4349 The Figur of his fader was falsly honouryt. 
1483 Caxton Ca/o A iij b, To adoure the ymages and other 
fygures humayn. 1535 LynprsaAy Satyre 4087 Stage Direct., 
Heir sal Dissait be drawin up, or ellis his figure. 1598 SHAxs. 
Merry W. 1. ii. 185 A witch .. She workes by Charmes, by 
Spels, by th’ Figure. 1611 Biste 1 A7ugs vi. 29 Carued 
figures of Cherubims. 1697 Drypen Vive. Georg. 1. 646 
‘The breathing Figures of Corinthian Brass. 1717 Lapy 
M.W. Monracu Ze?¢. II. xlvi. 35 All the figures have their 
heads on. 1807-8 Scorr Wav. App. ii, I trjed..to frighten 
her .. by introducing a figure through a trap-door. 1881 
Hussry Pafal Power iil. 158 The use of figures in 
Churches. 

b. In painting, drawing, etc.: A representation 
of human form (as opposed to landscape, still life, 
etc.). Now restricted to representation of the whole 
or greater part of the body. 

c¢ 1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xi. 43 A boist of grene iasper with 
foure figures and viii. names of oure Lord perin. c¢ 1440 
Promp. Parv. 159/2 Fygure, or lykenesse. 1676 North's 
Plutarch Add, Lives 75 His Cabinet, furnished with many 
Pourtraitures and Figures of those who had been Travellers. 
1695 Drypen tr. Du Mresnoy’s Art of Painting Pref. 37 In 
the principal Figures of a Picture ., consists the principal 
beauty of his [the Painter’s] Work. 1705 Appison /¢a/ly 13 
Tapestry, in which are wrought the Figures of..great Per- 
sons. 1821 Craic Lect. Drawing viii. 428 If your subject 
be of figures. 1832 G. Downers LeZz. Cont. Countries 1. 14 
On the front are the figures of his wife and child. 

e. fer. (Cf. F. figure the face.) 

1727-41 Cuambers Cycd., igure, in heraldry, a bearing in 
a shield, representing or resembling a human face}; asa sun, 
a wind, an angel, etc, 

+11. Represented character; part enacted; hence, 
position, capacity. Ods. 

1610 SHAKS. Zemif. ul. iii. 83 Brauely the figure of this 
Harpie, hast thou Perform’d. 1673 Drypen JZarm. a la 
Mode v. i, Since he is King, methinks he has assumed 
another Figure. 1675 TemrLe Let. to Sir F. Williamson 
Wks. 1731 LI. 344 His Majesty would upon no Occasion 
quit the Figure of Mediator. rz1x Stree Sect. No. 262 
P 6 Those who appear in the higher Figures of Life. 1721 
De For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 113 Your majesty .. shall be 
served by me in any figure you please, 

+b. One acting a part. Ods. rare. 

1494 Fasyan Ch7ox. vil. ccxxviii. 258 She was there as a 
fygure, a woman werynge that habyte without professyon of 
ordye. 

+e. A person dressed in character. Ods. 

1767 J. Penn Sleepy Sern. v, Horse-jockeys, Italian figures, 
rope-dancers, and ballad-singers, 

12. An emblem, type. + Zz figure: in emblem- 
atical representation. + Zo de in figure: to be 
typical. lx figure to: emblematic of. 

a1340 Hampote Psalter cxlvi. 8 He hilys halywrit wip 
figurs forto stire men to seke. c 1366 Cuaucer A. B.C. 169 
Ysaak was figure of his [Christ’s] deth certeyn. ¢ 1450 S7. 
Cuthbert (Surtees) 697 Pe ship bat beres vs in be se, Of haly 
kyrke pe figure be. 1497 Br. Atcock Mons Perfect. Aij, 
This mount is in figure and sygnefyeth relygyon. 1532 
More Confut. Tindale Wks. 385/1 Al thing vnto them came 
in figures, 1607-12 Bacon Zss. Counsel (Arb.) 312 ‘The 
auncient tymes doe sett fourth in Figure. .the incorporacion 
..of Councell with Kinges. 1637 Naspes AZicrocosmt. 1. C, 
Oh gentle power... Figure of peace. 1647 SALTMARSH Sparkles 
Glory (1847) 149 A rest or peace in figure to that glory and 
fulness to be revealed in us, 165x C. Carrwricut Cert. 
Relig. 1.122 The Rock..was a Type anda Figure of Christ. 
1730-6 in Baiey (folio), 1855 Macautay //ist. Lng. IV. 453 
It has long been usual to represent the imagination under 
the figure of a wing. ; 

III. Delineated or devised form; a design or 
pattern. 

13. A delineation illustrating the text of a book; 
a diagram, an illustration. When used as a refer- 


ence usually abbreviated to jig. f 
The L. figura = Gr. oxjua as applied to mathematical 
diagrams; but the mod. use is influenced by sense 9. | 
c1391 Cuaucer As¢rol, 1. § 3 For the more declaracioun, 
Yo here the figure. 1545 RayNnotp Byrth Mankynde (1564) 
3ij, Not onely in wordes, but also in liuely and expresse 
fygures, 55x Recorpe Pathw. Knowl. u. Pref, The 
charges in cuttyng of the figures. a@1660 W. OucurreD 
(¢ztZe), Mathematicall Recreations, or a Collection of sundry 
Problemes .. illustrated with divers Brasse Figures. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 173 As you see in the Figure at 4, 
1849 Sk. Nat, Hist., Mammalia IV. 113 Two figures of 
skulls (Fig. 71 and 72). 185 P. L. Simmonps (¢¢/e), Ure’s 
Cotton Manufacture. .in two volumes with one hundred and 


FIGURE. 


fifty original figures. 1885 LeupEsponF Cremona's Proj. 
Geom, 81 Let in the first figure a transversal 7 be drawn to 
cut a, J, c, din A, B, C, D respectively. 

14. Astrol. A diagram of the aspects of the astro- 
logical houses; a horoscope. A figure of heaven 
or the heavens: a scheme or table showing the dis- 
position of the heavens at a given time. 70 cast, 
erect, set a figure: see the vbs. 

1393 Gower Conf. III. 79 He... Through his carectes and 
figures ‘The maistry and the power hadde. 1610 B. Jonson 
Alch. w.iv, By erection of her figure, I gest it. 1651 tr. 
Bacon's Lifé § Death 1 The Figures of Heaven, under 
which they were born. 1678 Butter Hvd. 11. i. 455 He set 
a Figure to discover If you were fled to Rye or Dover. 1716 
Appison Drummer u.i, They are casting a figure. 1831 
Brewster WVew/on (1855) I. ii, 21 He bought a book on 
Judicial Astrology..and in..perusing it he came to a figure 
of the Heavens. 

15. An arrangement of lines or other markings 
forming an ornamental device ; one of the devices 
combined into a decorative pattern; also applied 
to similar markings produced by natural agency. 


Also collect. + In figure: so as to form a pattern. 

1597 Suaks. Lover's Compl. 17 Oft did she heave her 
napkin to her eyne .. Laundering the silken figures in the 
brine. 1625 Bacon Ess. Friendship (Arb.) 175 It was well 
said. .'That speech was like Cloth of Arras, opened, and put 
abroad; Whereby the Imagery doth appeare in Figure; 
whereas in Thoughts, they lie but as in Packs. 1637 
Mitton Lycidas 105 His bonnet sedge, Inwrought with 
figures dim. 1665 G. Havers Sir 7. Roe’s Voy. E. Ind. 
447 This Seal..the Great Mogul, either in a large, or lesser 
figure causeth to be put into all Firmanes. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Loom §& Lugger u. vi. 118 A beautiful figure 
that velvet has, to be sure, 1855 Tennyson Brook 103 
Sketching with her slender pointed foot Some figure..On 
garden gravel. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. UI. i. 232 ‘The luminous 
figure reflected from such a surface is exceedingly beautiful. 

transf 1667 Mitton P. L. vu. 426 Part more wise In 
common, rang’d in figure, wedge thir way. 1718 Lapy M. 
W. Montacu Le?¢, 10 Apr. (1861) I. 358 He. . begins a sort of 
solemn dance. ‘They all stand about him ina regular figure. 

16. Dancing. One of the evolutions or move- 
ments of a dance or dancer; also, a set of evolu- 
tions ; one of the divisions into which a set dance 
is divided. 

1636 Masstncer Gt. Dk. Florence ww. i, Keep your figure 
fair, And follow but the sample I shall set you. 1806-7 J. 
Beresrorp Jlisertes Hum. Life (1826) ut. xvii, Blundering 
in the figure all the way down a country dance. 1825 Azad. 
Lond, Ball-roont 62'Vhe figure and tune being selected, the 
M. C. should be informed of it. 1874 Mrs. H. Woop JZast. 
Greylands 1. 84 Such was the commencement of the figure. 

17. Skating. ‘A moyement, or series of move- 
ments, beginning and ending at the centre’ (Badm. 
Libr., Skating 145). 

1869 VANDERVELL & WitHam Syst. Figure-skating ix. 164 
To commence a figure the skaters stand opposite each other, 
as on the sides of a square. 

IV. A written character. Cf. 15. 

+18. genx. Applied, e.g., to a letter of the alpha- 
bet, the symbol of a musical note, a mathematical 
symbol, ete. Ods. 

1597 Morey Jutrod. Mus. Annot., Figures in time shorter 
than minimes cannot be tied or enter in ligature. 1607 Suaks. 
Tinton V.i.157 Shall. .write in thee the figures of their loue 
Kuer to read them thine. Jd. v. iii. 7 The Charracter Ile 
take with wax, Our Captaine hath in euery Figure skill. 
1609 J. DouLann Ornithop. Microl. 39 A Breefe is a Figure, 
which hath a body foure-square, and wants a tayle = 
1660 Barrow £uclid 11. i. Schol., Seeing by reason of the 
fizure —, that A is not [etc.]. 

19. A numerical symbol. Originally, and still 
chiefly, applied to the ten symbols of the so-called 
Arabic notation. Zwo (or double), three, four, etc. 
figures 5 & number amounting to ten or more, a 
hundred or more, a thousand or more, etc. ; a sum 
of money indicated by such a number. Jan of 
Jigures: one versed in arithmetic or statistics. 

In Cricket, To get into or reach double or three figures = 
to make ten or a hundred runs. 

1225 Ancr. R. 214 Pe 3iscare..maked perinne figures of 
augrim. c¢1305 Ldmund Conf. 223 in E. E, P. (1862) 77 
Arsmetrike radde in cours. .& his figours drou3 aldai. ¢ 1369 
Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 447 And recken with his figures 
ten. ¢1425 Craft Nonbryuge 1 In pis craft ben vsid teen 
figurys. 1542 Recorpe Gr. Artes (1575) 42 There are but 
ten Figures, that are vsed in Arithmetike. 1600 T, Hitn 
Arith. 5b, The Cipher (for so the figure o is peculiarly 
named, although it be generally called and accompted as a 
figure). 1674 Prayrorp Skill Afys. 1. xi. 36 The Figures 
usually placed over Notes in the Thorough-Bass of Songs. 
1746-7 Hervey Jedit. (1818) 72 Arithmeticians have figures, 
to compute all the progressions of time, 1817 Tierney in 
Parl. Deb. 1357 The noble lord..could not disprove figures. 
1884 Punch 5 Apr. 161/1 Mr. B., A. R. A., sends a ‘single 
figure ’,—for which he asks three figures. 1884 Zidlywhite's 
Cricket Ann, 64 Lancashire could not reach three figures 
either time. 

b. Ligure of eight: see Eraut 3. Also attrib., 
as in figure of eight bandage, suture. Figure of 
ezght moth: (see quot.). 

1604 Marston JZalcontent ww. ii, [The brawl] Why, ’tis but 
singles on the left, two on the right..a figure of eight. 1815 
Kirsy & Sp. Extomol. 1. 196 The figure-of-eight-moth (Bomz- 
byx ceruleocephala, ee 187x Hoimes Syst. Surg. (ed. 2) 
V. 508 The figure of eight bandage is formed of a single con- 
tinuous roller, 

ce. Figure (of) four: a trap for catching animals, 
the trigger of which is sct in the shape of the 
figure 4. 
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1872 O. W. Homes Poet Break/-t. i.(1885) 10 Rabbits are 
entrapped in ‘figgery fours’, 1889 FARMER Americanisms, 
Figure Four, a hunter's trap for large game. Also called 
a dead-Jall. 

20. Hence, An amount, number, sum of money 
expressed in figures. 

1842 Punch II. 118/2 He may put a better dessert upon 
his table at a lighter figure than now. 1848 THACKERay Dé. 
Snobs x, Accommodating a youngster .. with a glandered 
charger at an uncommonly stiff figure. 1869 TynpaLt Votes 
Lect. Light § 127 The index of refraction .. reached .. so 
high a figure as 2.4. 


V. In various uses, representing the technical 
applications of Gr. oxjjpa. 

21, Rhet. Any of the various ‘ forms’ of expres- 
sion, deviating from the normal arrangement or 
use of words, which are adopted in order to give 
beauty, variety, or force to a composition ; e.g. 
Aposiopesis, Hyperbole, Metaphor, etc. Also, 


Jigure of speech. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Clerk's Prol. 16 Your termes, your coloures, 
and your figures, Kepe hem in store, til [etc.]. 1589 PuTTEN- 
HAM Lig. Poesté mi. Vii. (Arb.) 166 Figures be the instruments 
of ornament in euery language. 1596 Harincton JZetanet. 
Ajax (1814) 11 And minding to speak it. shorter, by the 
figure of abbreviation. 1609 Biste (Douay) Ps, cxiii. Comm., 
By the figure Apostrophe he speaketh to the sea, river, and 
hilles. ¢x1633 Hoppes hes. (1840) 519 A figure is garnish- 
ing of speech in words, or in a sentence. 1665 BoyLr Occas. 
Refi. Pref. (1848) 22 That noble Figure of Rhetorick call’d 
Hyperbole. 1766 Cursterr. Lett, 188 The Egotism is the 
usuall and favourite figure of most people’s. Rhetorick. 
1824 L. Murray Zxg. Gram. (ed. 5) 1. 486 Figures of Speech 
imply some departure from simplicity of expression. 1878 
Bosw. Smitu Carthage 161 The proverb ‘as many slaves, 
so many enemies’ was, in their case, no figure of rhetoric 
but the stern and simple truth. : 

b. In a more restricted sense (with mixture of 
senses 9 and 12); A metaphor or metaphorical 
mode of expression; an image, similitude. 

1435 Misyn Five of Love 3 Pe flaume, whilk vndyr fygure 
I cald fyer. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 1 Declareth 
it by the similitude and fygure of the passage of the chyldren 
of Israel from Egypte. 1611 Biste 1 Coy. iv. 6 These things 
..I haue in a figure transferred to my selfe. 1727 Pork, etc. 
Art of Sinking 77 That .. destroyer of fine figures, which is 
known by the name of common sense. 1782 PriESTLEY 
Corrupt. Chr. 1. 11. 156 [These] expressions have much the 
air of figure and allusion. 1855 Brimtey Zss. 44 Simile and 
figure may be regarded asa natural short-hand. 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) III. 96 The old Pythagorean ethical symbols 
still exist as figures of speech among ourselves. 

22. Grammar. Any of the permitted deviations 
from the normal forms of words (e.g. Aphzeresis, 
Syncope, Elision), or from the ordinary rules of 


construction (e.g, Ellipsis) + Formerly also 
Jigure of speech, 

1669 Mitton Accedence Gram. Wks. 1851 VI. 467 Words 
are sometimes encreast or diminisht by a Letter or Syllable 

- which are call’d Figures of Speech. 1721-1800 in 
Balvey, ; 

23. Logic. (See quot. 1837-8.) 

1551 Witson Logike (1567) 286 Examples of the firste 
figure and the modes thereof. 1589 Papfe w. Hatchet Bb, 
*Yis neither in moode nor figure. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 
258 Aristotle delivers the forme of Syllogismes..and divides 
them into three figures. 1663 Evetyn JZevz. (1857) ILI. 14x 
A Reverend Father.. has put Mr. Cressy’s rhapsody into 
mode and figure. 1708 Swirt Sacramental Test, As to that 
argument..I wonder by what figure those gentlemen speak, 
1837-8 Sir W. Hamitton Logic xx. (1866) I. 400 The forms 
determined by the different position of the middle term .. 
in the premises of a syllogism, are called figures,—a name 
given to them by Aristotle. 2 

24. Afus. ‘ Any short succession of notes, either 
as melody or a group of chords, which produces 
asingle, complete, and distinct impression’ (Grove). 

1884 R. Prentice A/zsician ILI. 29 The first Invention is 
founded entirely on the opening eight-note figure. 

VI. attrib. and Comb. 

25. a. simple attrib. (sense 10), as figure-action, 
-incident, -patnting, -picture, -piece, -sculpture, 
-study, -subject; 1. objective (sense 4), as /igzre- 
training ; (senses 10, 15) as figure-carver, carving, 
-stamiper, -weaving. 

1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 1x. i. 198 Heroic [landscape] 
..is frequently without architecture; never without *figure- 
action, or emotion..Contemplative [landscape]. -requires. . 
*figure incident. 1868 G. SrepHens Rusic Mon. 11.511 The 
*figure-stampers and *figure-carvers of the Early and still 
more of the Later Iron Age. 1849 Soutnry Comz.-fl. Bh. 
Ser. 1. 345 To cut up a fowl in the air.. This sort of *figure- 
carving implies abominable cookery. 1873 HameErton 
Intell. Life vu. 239 The wife is with you always .. the 
world, to you, is a *figure-picture in which there is one 
figure, the rest is merely background. 1864 A. McKay Hist. 
Kilmarnock (ed. 4) 250 He excelled .. in .. landscapes, and 
*figure-pieces. 1874 MickLteruwaitr Mod. Par. Churches 
rir Whether or not “figure-sculpture ought to be employed 
in ecclesiastical architecture. 1884 Ruskin in Pall AZall 
G. 10 Dec. 11/1 The vast irruption of sensual *figure-study. 
1877 W. Jones Finger-ring 374 An ivory patch-box, with 
*figure-subject carved in relief. 1871 (/zt/e),* Figure Training. 
1831 G. Porter Silk Manuf, 234 *Figure-weaving is the 
art of producing various patterns in the cloth. 

26. Special comb.: figure-maker, (a) one who 
casts or moulds figures ; (0) a maker of wooden 
anatomical models for artists; figure-servant, 
nonce-wd., a commercial clerk; figure-six a. (see 
quot. 1851); figure-skater, one who practises 
figure-skating ; figure-skating, the art or practice 
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of skating in figures (see FicurE 5d. 17); figure- 
stone (A/in.) = AGAtmaAtoLirE. Also F1IGuRE- 
CASTER, FIGURE-DANCE, FIGURE-FLINGER, etc. 

1850 J. H. Newman Diffic. Anglic. 205 Operatives, 
journeymen, *figure-servants and labourers. 1851 Mayuew 
Lond. Labour J. 36/2 The hair, they [coster-lads] say 
ought to be..done in *figure-six curls. 1892 ‘T. M. WirHam 
Figure-skating in Skating (Badm. Libr.) iii. 45 Dry cracks 
. are very dangerous to the *figure-skater. 1852 H. SPENcER 
Gracefulness Ess. 1891 Il. 384 Early attempts .. in *figure- 
skating, are..fatiguing. 1892'T. M. Wituam Pigure-skating 
in Skating (Badm. Libr.) iil. 57 A figure-skating club .. the 
members of which are mostly English. 1805 R. JAMESON 
Char. Min. 11. 604 It is brought from China, and has 
received the name *Figure-stone. 1852 L. OLIPHANT Fourncy 
to Katmandu 174 Amongst other minerals are corundum, 


figure-stone, and talc, 
Figure (fi-gos, -itir), v. [f. prec. sb.5 cf. OF. 


(and.mod.Fr.) jigurer (=Pr. and Sp. figuwrar, It. 
Jigurare, ad. L. figiirare, f. figiira Fiaure sé), 
which is probably the source of some of the senses. ] 

+1. trans. To give figure to ; to form, shape ; to 


bring into shape. Ods. 
2a31400 Morte Arth. 2151 The faireste fygured folde that 
fygurede wasever. 1585 Epen Decades 261 The damme .. 
by lyttle and lyttle figurethe the informe byrthe. 1645 
Evetyn Jen. (1819) 1. 186 Piedestals exquisitely cast and 
figur’d. cx1790 Imison Sch. Art II. 155 The bed of hones 
should be .. very little larger than the metal intended to be 
figured upon it. . : 
+b. With complement: To shape into; also to 


shape zz¢o (a specified form). Ods. 

c1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode i. \xxii. (1869) 42 Flesh and 
blood it is in sooth, but bred it and wyn it is figured. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 352 Some [shining wood] was found to be 
Firm and hard; so as it might be figured into a Cross, 

2. To represent in a diagram or picture. 

1380 Wycuir Se/. Wks. I1I. 456 Po holy Trinity in no 
manere schulde be fygurid..in bat fourme by whiche 
comynly hit is peyntid. c¢x139x CHaucrer Astyol. 1. § 9 Next 
this folwyth the cercle of the dayes that ben figured in 
maner of degrees. c1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode w. ii. (1869) 
175 Ordeyned j haue that peynted it [the beste] be heere 
and figured. cx1go0 Melusine 364 Ryche pictures where as 
were fygured many a noble hystory. 1591 SPENSER AZ2zop. 
277 Arachne figur’d how love did abuse Europa like a bull, 
1776 Wituertne Brit. Plants (1796) 1V. 111 Hucus fastigi- 
atus of Wulfen, figured in Jacq. coll. ili. 14. 2, is perhaps 
the plant of Linnzus. 1814 Wornsw. White Doe of Ryf.u, 
20 The sacred Cross; and figured there The five dear wounds 
our Lord did bear. 185x Carpenter Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 531 
The Perch, whose Encephalon is here figured. 1882 MincHIN 
Unipl. Kinemat. 17 Some such curve as that figured. 

b. To trace, mark (a design, letter, etc.). 

1526 TINDALE 2 Cor. iii. 7 The ministracion of deeth thorowe 
the letters figured in stones. 1801 Soutrury 7adaéa vy. xii, 
Whose windows lay in light, And-of their former shape .. 
Rude outline on the earth Figured. , 

3. To picture in the mind; to imagine. Const. 
with simple comp/. and object clause. 

(Sometimes #0 figure to oneself: cf. F. se figurer.) ; 

1603 Suaks. Meas. for M. 1. ii. 53 Thou art alwayes figuring 
diseases in me; but..I amsound. 1637 Naspes JZicrocosm. 
ut, I_am transform’d into a happiness Cannot be figured. 
1718 Lapy M. W. Monracu Le?¢. (1861) I. 367 He.. had .. 
already figured his bride to himself with all the deformities 
in nature. 1760 H. Watrote Cov~. (ed. 3) ILI. cccxlvii. 332 
You cannot figure a duller season. 1831 CARLYLE Sart. 
Res. i. 2 In all speculations they have tacitly figured Man- 
asa Clothed Animal. 1851 — StevZing 1. iv. (1872) 27, I figure 
him a brilliant .. creature. 1868 Airy Pop. Astron. iii. 123 
There is no difficulty at all in figuring to ourselves .. that 
[etc.]. 1886 Mrs. Lynn Linton Pastox Carew xlii, All the 
pains and griefs his imagination had ever figured. 

4. To portray or represent by speech or action. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 2t Aventurous dedis that Hercules, as 
it is figured. .in..the .v. booke of Boecius, toke uppon him. 
1594 Suaks, Rich, [//,1. ii. 194 Anne. I would I knew thy 
heart. Glo, ’Tis figur’d in my tongue. 1634 Forp P. War- 
beck 1. i, Thy heart Is figur’d on thy tongue. @1668 
? Davenant in Dryden Prose Wks. 1800 I. 11. 214 An heroic 
poem should be .. like a glass’of nature, figuring a more 
practicable virtue to us than was done by the ancients. 1 

Suerarp in West. G. 13 June 2/1 The aficionados 
do all in their power to figure a Spanish audience. . but these 
simulated enthusiasms have but a hollow ring. : 

+5. ‘To prefigure, foreshow’ (J.). Ods. 

1593 SuAks. 3 Hen. VJ, u. i, 32 Three glorious Sunnes, 
each one a perfect-Sunne. .In this, the Heauen figures some 
euent. 

6. To be an image, symbol, or type of ; to repre- 
sent typically. : : 

1401 Pol. Poenis (Rolls) 11. 63 Two perfit lyves, that actif 
and contemplatif comounli ben callid, ffulli figurid by Marie 
and Martha. 1447 Boxennam Seynztys (Roxb.) 10 These sexe 
vertuhs be fyguryd mystyly’ In the sexe wengys .. Of the 
cherubyns. 1450-1530 J/yrv. our Ladye 250 ‘he body of her 
blyssed sonne..was fygured by the sayde arke. 1604 Drx- 
KER A7ng’s Extert. Wks. 1873 I. 280 A Personage, figuring, 
The Counsell of the City. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. 
xxxii. 129 This boy leaned on his elbow upon the Chaems 
chair and figured mercy. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 11. 593 
Soft Peace they [olives] figure, and sweet Plenty bring. 

+'7. To display the form of; to exhibit a resem- 
blance to. Oés. 

1567 Maret Gy. Forest 34 Birdes tongue is an Herbe..It 
figureth the tong of a Birde, whereof it hath his name. In 
his top it figureth a taile.to looke to. 1779 Forrest Voy. 
N. Guinea 54 A high island .. which remarkably figures a 
cock’s comb, : : 
.*+ 8. To represent as resembling; to liken (a per- 
son or thing) fo (another). Ods. 

1393. Gower Conf, III. x18. Taurus .. figured is Unto a 
bulle. 1520 Caaton's Chron. Eng. um. 24 b/t This man was 
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‘cursed every ynche, and therfore he was fygured to Ante- 
cryst. 1523 Lp. Brerners /’vo7ss. I. ccecxcix. 691 Sermons 
made. .figurynge them to the people of Israell, whome kynge 
Pharaon kepte long in seruytude, 

9. +a. To predicate in a metaphorical sense 
(obs.). 10. To express by a metaphor or image. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Pars. T. ® 922 (Ellesmere) Mariage is 
figured betwixe Crist and holy chirche. . 1836 Emerson 
Nat., Prospects Wks. (Bohn) If, 171 The difference .. is 
happily figured by the schoolmen, in saying that the know- 
ledge of man is an evening knowledge ,. but that of God is 
a morning knowledge. 1857 BuckLe Czv7ézz. I. vii. 225 That 
image of desolation under which the noble old man figured 
his immeasurable grief. 

+10. To frame (a discourse) according to rhetori- 
cal figures ; to adorn with figures of speech. Obs. 

1652 Urqunart Yewel Wks, (1834) 292 Ironical..cromatick, 
or any other way of figuring a speech by opposition, being 
formules of oratory. 1727 Battery vol. Il. s.v. “igures 
(Theatrical), Orators..figure their Discourses. 

11. To adorn or mark with figures; to embellish 
or ornament with a design or pattern. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV (1830) 116 Blue velvet figured 
with tawny. 1895 Suaks. Yohs v. ii. 53 Had I seene the 
vaultie top ofheauen Figur’d quite ore with burning Meteors. 
1609 BisLeE (Douay) /sa. xl. 19 Hath the goldsmith figured 
it with gold? 1725 PorE Oayss. tv. 808 A goblet of capacious 
mold, Figur’d with art to dignify the gold. 1883 772th 31 
May 769/2 Crimson satin, figured with velvet flowers. 

12. a. trans. To mark with (numerical) figures ; 
to express or indicate by figures. Also, + Zo 

Jigure (a sum of money) ov (a person) ; (slang) to 
total up against. . 

1683 Drypen & Ler Dike of Guise vy. 11 So what was 
figured twelve, to thy dull sight Appeared full twenty-one. 
1773 Gentl. Mag. XIII. 654 His antagonist .. figured on 
him (as his phrase is) at the game of two-handed whist, about 
£200. 1781 Cowrer Let. to $. Hill 3 Oct., Your draft is 
worded for twenty pounds, and figured for twenty-one. 

b. zntr. To use figures in arithmetic. Also 
trans. Zo figure up: to reckon up with figures. 
Lo figure out: see 15 c. 

1854 H. Mitter Sch. § Sch. iii, (1858) 52 He wrote and 
figured well. 1884 Bread Winners 245 Vl figure it all up 
and take my pay, 

e. trans. Jus. To write figures over or under 
(the bass) in order to indicate the intended har- 
mony. Cf. FIGURED Af/. a. 7. 

1674 Prayrorp Skill Mus. mt. 5 You find here only men- 
tioned and figured a third, fifth, and eighth, 188z G. A. 
“Macrarren Counterpoint v. 20 It is recommended to figure 
the bass throughout these exercises. 

13. intr. Dancixg. To perform a figure or set of 
evolutions (see FIGURE 5d, 16). Also, fo figure 
away, dow, out (see 15 d). 

1744 Coll. Country Dances 2 Foot it again and half figure. 

1780 CowrEer Progr. Err. 366 We .. Teach him to fence 
and figure twice a week. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Bk., 
Christmas Eve (1865) 251 The squire himself figured down 
several couple with a partner. 1828 Loner. in L7/e (1891) 
I, 139 One passing regret that he cannot .. figure away in 
the dance with the best of them. 
‘14. intr. a. To make an appearance, to appear ; 
often with as: To appear in the character of, 
stand for; also, to look like. + 70 figure for: (a) 
to pose as a'claimant for, pretend to; (2) to stand 
for, represent. Zo figure 7: to come upon the 
scene. Cf. FicuRE sd. 6. 

1602 WarneR 4/6, Eng. x. lvii. (1612) 253 The Duke of 
Guize, who earst had figur’d for the Crowne. 1634 D’AveE- 
nant Tenzple of Love Dram. Wks. 1872 I. 287 On the other 
side an Asiatique in the habit of an Indian borderer. . figured 
for the Asian monarchy. 1762 Gotpsm. Wash 50 When he 
first figured at Bath, there were few laws against this de- 
structive amusement. 1812 H, & J, Smiru Rey. Addr. xvii. 
(1873) 162 Like great Jove, the leader figuring in, Attunes to 
order the chaotic din. 1815 W. H. IreELanp Scribdleomania 
106 zote, This gentleman .. formerly figured as shopman at 
an oil warehouse. 1826 Disrarxi Vzv. Grey u. xiii, On the 
door of one of the shabbiest houses in Jermyn Street the 
name of Mr. Stapylton Toad fora long time figured. 1837 — 
Venetia i. viii, The intervening woods figured as the forests 
of Thessaly. 1871 Morey Voltaire (1886) 11 One of those 
robust and incisive constitutions, to which doubt figures as 
asickness. 1893 Law Times XCIV. 454/t Propositions of 
this kind will not figure upon the Statute-book yet awhile, 

b. To make.a distinguished appearance; to be 
conspicuous ornotable. Also, 70 figure away, off: 
to ‘show off’. Cf. FIGURE sd. 7. 

1736 Botincproke Patriot, (1749) iii. 233 Persons who 
figured afterwards in the rebellion. 1762 CuurcHILt Ghost 
iv, Whilst my Lord figur’d at arace. 1771 Map. D’Arsiay 
Early Diary 8 May (1889) I. 112 Dr. King .. came in and 
figured away to his own satisfaction before Mr. Garrick, 
1803 IT. Jerrerson Writ. (1830) III. 50x We shall get en- 
tangled in European politics, and figuring more, be much 
less happy. 1812 Foster Lez. 7 Feb., in Life § Corr. (1846) 
I. lxxxy. 426 Without obtaining, against the monopolists of 
fhe bar, even the opportunity of fairly figuring off in this 
jabber. 18x4 CuHatmers Evid. Chr. Revel. vy. 147 Such a 
testimony would have figured away in all our elementary 
treatises, 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 236/1 Yorkshire 
then begins to figure as a cloth-making county, 

15. Figure out. 

+a. trans. To display or exhibit in visionary 
forms or shapes.. Also, To exhibit obscurely, 


shadow forth. Ods. 

' 1602 Danie. Hymen's Tri. m. ii, No Time .. for me to .. 
Jeave for Sleep to figure out the rest. 12x R. Kern tr. 
T. & Kempis’ Solil, Soul xiii. 207 If .. thou dost figure out 
by such a Document..somewhat,.both just and reasonable, 
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+b. To portray, represent. 

1657 W. Ranp tr. Gassendi’s Life Petresc 1. 59 He never 
.. refused to suffer himself to be painted or figured out in a 
Statue. 1702 Appison Dial. Medals Wks. 1721 1. 490 The 
Emperor. .holds a Globe in his hand, to figure out the Earth. 

ce. To work out (a sum) by means of figures. 

1884 Punch 15 Mar. 125/1 Whitewash .. on which you 
could. .figure out a sum. 

d. zztr. To step. out and perform a figure in 
dancing. 

1753 Foote Eng. in Paris 1. Wks. 1799 I. 36 When ’twas 
her turn to figure out, souse she flapp’d on her back, 

Figure-ca:ster. 

+1. One who practises the casting of figures (see 
Cast v. 39 and Ficure sb, 14); ‘a pretender to 

castrology’ (J.). Ods. 

1584 R. Scor Discov. Witcher, x1. xxi, 169 The vaine and 
trifling tricks of figure-casters. 31642 Mitton Afol. Smect. 
(851) 306, I, by this figure-caster must be imagin’d in.. 
distresse. 

2. One who casts up figures (see FIGURE sd. 19). 

1831 Scorr C#, Robt. vii, Movable troops for which this 
figure-caster [the Logothete] makes no allowance. 1880 
SwinBurne Stud. Shaks.i. (ed. 2) 10 A whole tribe of finger- 
counters and figure-casters. 

Fi-gure-ca:sting, v/. sb. The action or prac- 
tice of casting a figure (see CAST v. 39). 

1600 App. Assot Axf. Yonah 287 Figure-casting .. to 
judge of nativities..is a lying vanity, 1625 Hart Anat. Ur. 
Il. x1, 123 Figure-casting, with a world of other forbidden 
trash. 1868 Mirman Sz. Pazl’s 299 Foolish fears .. from 
the .. opposition of planets, and from figure-casting. 

Figured (fi'gard, -ittud), f//. a. [f. Ficure z. 
and sb.+-ED 1 and 2.] 

1. In various senses of the vb.: Shaped into 
a figure or figures; represented by figures, etc. 

1552 Hutoet, Figured like an Image, zmaginatus. 1599 
Suaxs. Pass. Pilgr. 52 He refus’d to take her figur’d proffer. 
1697 DryDEN A neid v. 704 This Goblet, rough with figur’d 
Gold, 1710 Pore Windsor For. 335 The figur'd Streams in 
Waves of Silver roll’d, 

2. Having a particular figure or shape. In comb. 
with advbs., as fazer, foul, zl figured. 

ax1400 Morte Arth. 215t The faireste fygured folde that 
fygurede was ever. ¢1430 Piler. Lyf. Manhode w. ii. (1869) 
175 Thilke beste was .. so foule figured that [etc.]. @ 1533 
Lp. Berners Hxon clv. 593 Thoughe they were ones fayre 
now they be fowle and yll fygured. 1821 T. Dwicut 77vavels 
II. r41 Its summits are finely figured, and richly diversified. 

+3. Having definite shape; also, formed into 
figures or patterns. Cf, FicuRATE A. 2. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 588 Trees and Herbs, in the growing 
forth of their Boughs and Branches are not figured and 
keep no order. 1786 R. Wittan in Afed. Commun. II. 118 
He had a figured natural stool, and .. two or three loose 
motions. 1789 G. Waite Selborne (1853) II. xli. 272 Geese 
and cranes. .move in figured flights. 

4, Adorned or ornamented with patterns or de- 
signs. figured card= COURT CARD. 

¢1489 Caxton Blanchardyn ii. 13 Riche tapysserye of the 
destruction of Troye, Well and alonge fygured. 1593 Saks. 
Rich. IT, wi, iii. 150 Ile giue .. My figur’d Goblets, for a 
Dish of Wood. 1596 Harincton JZetam, Ajax 36 Fugerd 
sattin and velvet. 1611 Coter., Velours a fond de satin.. 
Figured Satin. 1777 Surripan Sch. Scand. 11.1, A pretty 
figured linen gown. 182t SHELLEY Prometh. Und. ww. 1, 
The figured curtain of sleep. 1882 JZrs. Raven's Temipt. 
Il. 87 She wore. .a figured shawl. 

5. Adorned with rhetorical figures ; figurative. 

1g00-20 Dunpar Poenrts xvi. 10 Figurit speiche, with faceis 
tua. c1698 Locke Cond. Underst. § 32 (1762) 127 Figured 
and metaphorical expressions do well to illustrate more 
abstruse and unfamiliar ideas. 1727 Porr, etc. Art of 
Sinking 108 Style is divided by the rhetoricians into the 
proper and the figured. 1861 M, Arnotp Pog. Educ. 
France 170 The figured language of which he is a master. 

6. Of a dance: Consisting of figures. 

r71z Suarress. Charac, III. 91 Enthusiasm, which is .. 
wrought upon by Chalices, Candles, Robes, and figur’d 
Dances, 1879 Gro. Extor Coll. Breakf. P. 95 Nor any 
missing of their figured dance. f 

7. Mus. a = Fuori. b. figured bass = 
thorough bass: see Bass 50.5 

1879 Grove Dict, Mus. s.v., Figured Counterpoint is 
where several notes of various lengths, with syncopations 
and other ornamental devices, are set against the single 
notes of the Canto fermo; and Figured melody, or Caz¢o 

Jigurato, was the breaking up of the long notes of the 
church melodies into larger or more rapid figures or passages. 

8. Her. (See quot. and cf. FIcuRE sd. 10 c.) 

1830 in Rosson Brit, Her. III. Gloss. 1889 Ervin Dic?. 
Her. s, v., Charges on which human faces are depicted, are 
blazoned Figured, as the Sun, Crescents, etc. 

Hence Fi-guredly adv. 

1636 Asp. Witiiams Holy Table i. 11 Not so figuredly and 
distinctly in the later, 

Fi-gure-dance. A dance, or exhibition of 
dancing, consisting of several distinct figures or 
divisions (see quot. 180T). 

1801 Strutr Sforts §& Past, m1. v. 175 The grand figure- 
dances. .are..pantomimical representations of historical and 
poetical subjects, expressed by fantastic gestures. 

Jig. 1816 CoteripcE Lay Serm. 327 The giddy figure-dance 
of political changes. 

Fi'gure-da‘ncer. 

1, A performer in a figure-dance. 

1753 A. Mureuy Gray’s-Inn Frnl. No. 25 ay all had 
the Honour of Kissing a Figure Dancer. 1779 SHERIDAN 
Critic 1. i, French spies .. disguised like fiddlers and figure 
dancers. 1819 Metropolis Il, 202 The figure-dancers, flower- 
girls, characters eee 





FIGURINE, 


2. slang. (See quot.) 

1796 GrosE Dict, Vulg. Tongue, Figure Dancer, one who 
alters figures on bank notes, converting tens to hundreds. 

Fi-gure-flinger. A contemptuous synonym 
of FIGURE-CASTER I. 

1587 Fireminc Contn. Holinshed 111. 1271 Simon Pen- 
brooke .. a figureflinger, and vehementlie suspected to be a 
coniurer. 1652-62 Hry.in Cosmogr. ut. (1674) 113/1 Every 
Astrologaster or Figure-flinger was called a chaldean. 1712 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 407 Mr. Gadbury the 
Figure Flinger mentions the Custom in one of his Almanacks. 

So Fi'gure-flinging v)/. sb, = FIGURE-CASTING. 

a1628 Boys JVs. (1629) 734 Not by starre-gazing, or 
figure-flinging, or conjuring, or any curious act. 1652 GAULE 
Magastron. 60 A fantasticall figure-flinging. 1723 HEarNE 
in fen, t July (ed. 2) II. 165 Being much addicted to 
astrology, he gave over his trade and set up the trade of 
figure flinging and publishing of almanacks, 

Fi-gure-hea‘d. 

1. A piece of ornamental carving, usually a bust 
or full-length figure, placed over the cut-water of 
a ship. 

1768 Aun. Reg. 185 His Majesty's ship .. will soon have 
a new figure-head. 1833 Marryar P. S7sfle (1863) 113 If 
her figure-head .. be finished off by the same builder, she’s 
perfect. 1887 Besant She World went xxvii. 207 The 
beautiful carved group..once served for a figure-head, 

b. humorously for: Face (of a person), 

1840 Marrvat Poor Yack v, [It] had..knocked his figure- 
head all to smash. 1884 Par Lustace gt If you don’t want 
your figure-head spoiled. 

Said depreciatingly of one who holds the 
position of head of a body of persons, a community, 
society, etc., but possesses neither authority nor 
influence. Also attrzd. 

1883 Congregationalist Dec. 1019 Mere diocesan figure- 
heads with no opinions at all. 1885 Harper's Mag. Mar. 
610/2 A mere figure-head president. 1891 Sfectator 12 Dec. 
832 A mere figure-head to the Government. 

3. Arch, A grotesque head, animal, etc., carved 
in stone on the corbel of a building ; a corbel-head. 

1874 Archeol. Assoc. Frnl. Dec. 416 The row of figure- 
heads is continued inside that portion of the church. 

Hence Figure-hea‘dlessa., without a figure-head. 
Figure-hea‘dship, the position of figure-head. 

1878 Besant & Rice Celia’s Ard. I. xv. 219 The figure- 
headless ironclads of the present degenerate days. 1884 
Pall Mall G. 14 May 3/1 The figure-headship of the Oppo- 
sition. 

Figureless ({fi-gaulés, -itulés), a. [f. Ficure 
5b. + -LESS.] Without figure or a figure, 

1. Without shape, shapeless. 

1606 SyLvESTER Dz Bartas 11. iv. 1. (1641) 198/2 If heer. . 
I write.. These Figures figure-less, 1892 W.S, Litty Gt. 
Enigma 287 They are figureless and formless. 

2. Not bearing a figure. 

1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers II. vi. 262 The plain, figureless, 
wooden cross, borne in procession during Passion-tide. 

_ 8. Mus. Devoid of figure (see FIGURE sd. 24). 

1887 E. Gurney Tertium Quid I1. 30 Figureless counter- 
pointless see-sawings, 

Figurement (fi‘goimént, -iitmeént). rare. [f. 
FIGURE v.+-MENT.] a. Presentation of figures to 
the mind, b. Introduction asa figure or ornament. 

1850 Brackiz Aschylus 11, 237 But yesternight, with 
figurement most clear, I dreamt. 1879 G. Mrrepitu /gozst 
I, xiv. 255 An embellishment. .such truly as should one day 
gain for them an inweaving and figurement—in the place of 
bees, ermine tufts [etc.]..upon the august great robes. 

Fi-gurer. [f as prec. + -ER 1.] One who 
figures. +@ One who serves as a figure or type 
of. +b. One who makes use of a figure or type. 
+e. One who figures or counterfeits; an imitator. 
+d. = FIGURE-DANCER. @€. = Figure-skater. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 104 Aaron..was a fygurer of Christ. 
1565, JEWEL Repl. Harding (1611) 331 And whatsoeuer they 
were that ysed this word, Figura, in this matter of the 
Sacrament, D. Steuen Gardiner scornfully calleth them 
Figuratores, Figurers. 1665 Hersert 7vav. (1677) 383 
Parrat,.painful figurer of humane voice. 1782 T. VAUGHAN 
Fashionable Follies 1.204 Vhe prettiest figurer at the opera. 
1882 N. & A. Goopman Fex skating 10 ‘The contempt felt 
by figurers for fenskaters, | eae 

Figuresome (fi-goisvm, -ittusdm), a. [f. as 
prec. +-SOME,] Bent upon making a (prominent) 
figure. 

1884 Brackmore Tommy Upnt. 1. xv. 234 A figuresome 
member of the Opposition. .had given notice of a question, 

Figurette (figitiret). rare’. [f. Ficure 
5b. +-ETTE,] = FIGURINE. , 

18so Leitcu tr. Miiller’s Anc. Art § 307. 349 The silver 
inlaid work on bronze figurettes in the museum at Naples. 

+Figure'tto. Obs. rare, [? error for It. 
figurago figured (stuff).] (See quot. 1678.) ._ 

1662 Stat, Ireland (1765) II. 473 Figurettoes with silk or 
copper. 1678 Puriuirs, /iguretto, a kind of stuff so called 
from the flowres or other figures which are wrought upon 
it. r7ztin Bamey. 1775 in Asu. 

Figurial (figitiorial), a. ‘ Represented by figure 
or delineation’ (Craig 1847). 

Whence in mod. Dicts. : 

Figurine (figitir7n). [a. F. figurine, ad. It. 
figurina, dim. of figura: see Ficure and -1NE.] 
A small carved or sculptured figure. 

1854 tr, Lamartine’s Celebr. Char. Il. 333 Copper frames 
ornamented with wooden figurines representing personages 
from history. 1883 Pad? Mall G. 15 Mar. 2/2 A Roman 
girl..selling figurines at the doors of a temple. 


FIGURING. 
Figuring (fi-gorin, -itirin), v/. 5d. [f. Ficure 


v.+-ING ! 

1. The action of the vb. Ficurr. Also with ozf. 

1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1335/1 Hys blessed bodye 
and bloude in the sacrament, thoughe they seme dead, for 
the more ful representacyon and fygurynge of the same 
bodye and bloude remaynynge deade on the crosse, 1648 
W. Mounrtacur Devout Ess, xiii. § 6. 168 Chaines which vain 
Lovers forge for the figuring out the powerfulnesse of beauty. 
1859 Gro, Exior A. Bede 5 ‘There's the sperrit o’ God in all 
things..i’ the figuring and the mechanics,’ 188 Kraus in 
Metal World No, 24. 371 The apprentice should acquire a 
knowledge of. . practical figuring. 

attrib. 1752 N. Dukes (¢itle), A concise and easy Method 
of Jearning the Figuring part of Country Dances. 

+2. a. ?Configuration, form (or perh. emblem- 
atic significance), b. An impressed shape, Ods. 

©1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 298 This flour. .bereth our alder 
pris in figurynge. 1665 GLANVILL Scefs. Sc?, xxii. 221 Let 
us consider. .the divers figurings of the brain. 

3. = Migure-skating. 

1869 VANDERVELL & WitHam Figure-skating i, 24 From 
these two figures [3 and 8]..we get the terms ‘figure-skating’, 
or ‘ figuring we 

+ Figurist. Ods. [f. as prec. + -1st.] One 
who maintains the figurative nature of something 
(e.g. of the presence of Christ in the Eucharist). 

1585-7 T. Rocers 39 Avt. (1607) 289 The Symbolists, 
Figurists, and Significatists. .are of opinion that the faithful 
at the Lord’s supper do receive nothing but naked and bare 
signs. 1625 Br. Mountacu Afpfeale to Cxsar 297 The 
Figurists, Significatists, Symbolists, taught you this Doc- 
trine. 1737 WATERLAND Eucharist (ed. 2) 453 Dr, Cud- 
worth’s notion is in no way favourable to the Figurists, or 
Memorialists. 

+ Figuristian. Os. (Meaning not clear). 

1716 M. Davies Athen, Brit. 11. To Rdr. 45 The infimous 
Class of Mechanick Figuristians, 

+ Figurize, v. Ods.—! [f. Frcure sd, + -128.] 
intr, To indulge in figures of speech. 

1649 H, Lawrence Some Consid,1x Will the way to helpe 
our selves be to fall a Figurizing and Alleegorizing ? 

Fi-gury, @.' Os, [a, OF. fguré figured.] = 
FIGURED (of satin, velvet, tinsel, etc.). 

1467 Nottingham Rec. 11. 262 Duas manicas de saten figur’, 
1473 1n Ld, Treas. Accts. Scot. 1.73 A govne. .of blac satyne 


figory. 1480 Wardr. Acc, Edw, /V (1830) 116 Velvet russet 
figury, x02 Priv, Purse Exp, Eliz. of York (1830) 69 


A gowne of sattyn fygure. @1577 GascoIGNE Ws, (1587) 
302 Cloth of gold or tinsel figurie. 

Figury (fi-gari, -itri), a.2 [f. Ficuresd. +-¥1.] 
Having plenty of ‘figure’ or pattern. 

1893 7zzes 12 June 13/5 Small plain logs are difficult to 
sell, but large and figury logs are scarce and wanted. 

Fi-g-wort. ([Sce Fie sé,! 3 a.] The name of 
certain plants reputed to cure the ‘fig’, a. The 
pilewort (Ranunculus Ficarta). b. The genus 
Scrophularta, esp. S. aquatica and S. nodosa. 

a. 1548 Turner Names of Herbs (E. D.S.) 42 The second 
kynde called in latine Chelidonium minus is called in eng- 
lishe Fygwurt. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xx. 31 The lesser 
[celandyne] is called. .in English Pyleworte or Figworte. 

. 1597 GERARDE /lervbal i. ccxxxiv. 579 There is another 
Figwoort called Scvophularia Indica. 1668 Witxins Real 
Char... iv. § 5.105 Figwort, an Herb [Scvophularia]. 1758 
Mrs. Detany Life §& Corr. III. 507 Matfellon and figwort 
flourish here remarkably. 1865 Gossr Land § Sea (1874) 7 
The figwort with its brown bead-like blossoms. 

+ Fike, s).! Ods. Forms: 1 fic, 3, 5 fike(s, 5 
fyke. [OE. féc, ad. L. fzc-us.] a, A fig; also 
attrib., as fike-tree. b. A fig-tree. 

c975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt, xxi, 19 And forwisnade sonz se 
fic, — Yohn i, 48 Middy Su were under Sem fictree ic 
ziseh. ax1300 Cursor M, 804 (Gott.) Pai clad baim .. wid 
leuis of a fike tre. 14.. Mom. in Wr.-Wiilcker 713 Hec 
Jicus, a fyke or a fikes, 

Pike (faik), sd. Sc. Also 7-9 fyke. [f. Fix z."] 

+1. Something that causes one to fidget ; esp. the 
itch, Also, the fikes=the fidgets. Ods. 

Tn first quot. possibly a different word ; ?the piles. Cf, Ficus. 

a 1605 MontcomeriE /lyting 313 The frencie, the fluxes, 
the fyke and the felt. 1736 Ramsay Sc. Prov, (1750) xliil. 
87 Ye have gotten the fikes in your arse or a waft clew. 
@1758 Ramsay Address of Thanks xxii, A Briton .. as his 
fancy takes the fykes, May preach or print his notions. 
17.. Lapy Datrymp.e in Lives of Lindsays (1849) Il. 322 
Your mother’s cold was another of my fykes, 

b. A restless movement. 

1790 Micautay To Cheerfulness Poems 129 No ane gies 
e’er a fidge or fyke Or yet a moan. 

2. Anxiety about what is trifling, fuss, trouble. 

1719 Hamitton 2nd Efist. to Ramsay i, O sic a fike and 
sic a fistle Lhad about it! 1790 Burns 7am o' Shanter 193 
As bees bizz out wi’ angry fyke. 1808 E. Hamitton Cottagers 
of Glenburnie 169, I dinna fash wi’ sae mony fykes, 1827 

corr Surg. Dau, ii; Have I been taking a’ this fyke about 
a Jew. 

. Dalliance, flirtation, 

1808-80 Jamison, ‘He held a great fike wi’ her,’ 1810 
J. Cock Simple Strains 144 (Jam,) They had a fyk thegither. 

Fike (faik), v1 Chiefly Sc. and north, dial. 
Forms: 4, 5, 7-9 fyke, (6 fyk), 3, 7- fike, [?a. 
ON. fikja (rare in Icel.)=MSw. fékja to move 
briskly, be restless or eager. Cf. ON. /tkenm eager. 
See Fia v.3, Fircu v., FIpGE v.] 

1. intr. To move restlessly, bustle, fidget ¢ jig. 
to be fussy or restless, vex oneself. Also, to flinch, 
shrink, 70 fike and fling: to caper about ; also fig. 

¢ 1220 Bestiary 656 Fiked and fonded al his mi3t ne mai 
he it forden no wi3t. ¢1325 Coer de L. 4749 The Sarazynes 
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fledde, away gunne fyke. c1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Kut. 2274 
Nawper fyked I, ne fla3e, freke, quen pou myntest. ¢1440 
Promp. Parv. 160/1 Fykin a-bowte. 1595 Bure. Pilg”. in 
Watson Collect, 1. 26 The Bee.. From hole to hole did fyke. 
1697 W. CLELAND Poems 105 We forsooth must fyke and 
fling, And make our Pulpits sound and ring With bulkie 
words, against the Test. 1786 Burns Ox a Sc. Bard 21 
Wha can do nought but fyke an’ fumble. 1801 MAcNEILL 
Poets (1844) 88 Nae langer grane nor fyke, nor daidle, But 
brandish ye the lang-shanked ladle. 1818 Scorr //rt. 
Midl. x, To fyke and fling at piper’s wind and fiddler’s 
squealing. 1825 Brockett V.-C. Words, Fike, to fidget, to 
berestless, 1883 Mrs. OxipHant Wizard's Sov vii, Old Blair- 
allan comes fyking. 
b. To dally, flirt. 
1804 Tarras Poems 58 No to fike wi’ yon wild hizzie 


Janet’s dochter i’ the glen, 
2. trans. To vex, trouble. Zo fike one’s noddle: 
Also, to shrug (the 


to trouble one’s head. 


shoulders). 

1572 in Sadir. Poems Reform. xxxi. 124 Blind Jamie tauld 
me ells That quyetly yai news did fyk yame. 1808-80 
Jamieson, ‘This will fike him,’ 1809 Christmas Ba’ing in 
J. Skinner AZisc. Poetry 123 Some baith thair shou’ders up 
did fyke. 1837 R. Nicott Poenrs (1843) 263 It snoozes on 
thro’ rain and snaw, Nor fykes its noddle. 


+ Fike, v.2 Obs. [? repr. OE. */ictan (2 ftc-) ; cf. 
OE. befician (2 beffcian) to deceive, gefic deceit ; 
prob. cognate with FAKEN.] zztr. To flatter, fawn, 


act or speak deceitfully. 

ax1225 St. Marher. (1862) 13 Thu fikest quoth ha ful thing. 
a 12253 Ancr. R. 206 Pe scorpiun .. fiked mid te heaued & 
stinged mid te teile. c12g0 Meid. Maregrete xiii, Meidan 
Maregrete nulle we nout mitte fike. c1325 Advice to Women 
in Wright Spec. Lyx. Poetry 46 Wymmon, war the with the 
swyke, That feir ant freoly ys to fyke. 

Hence Fi‘king ///. a., fawning. 

a1225 Ancr. R, 256 Leouere me beod hire wunden ben 
uikiinde cosses, 

Fikel(e, obs. form of FICKLE. 


+Fickenung. Obs. rare—'. [f. *fiken(en) vb., 
extension of Fixn v.2]_ Deceit. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom, 103 Idelzelp .. penne mon .. mid fike- 
nunge feard and ded for 3elpe mare penne for godes luue. 

Fikery (foi'kori). Sc. [f. Fixev. + -mry.] Fidget- 
iness, fussiness; fuss. 

1823 Gatt Enta/7 I. 306, ‘I canna understand... what for a’ 
this fykerie’s about a lump o’ yird.’ 1823 Petticoat Tales 
I. 330 ‘I couldna be fashed wi’ sic fikery.’ 1850 CARLYLE 
in Froude Zzfe im London xviii. (1884) II. 51 His fussiness 
and fikery has brought angry growlings. 

Fikie, fiky (feirki), a. Sc. [f. Free sd. + -y,1] 
Fidgety, restless. Also, That costs much trouble, 
minutely elaborate, 

1768 Ross Helenore 1. 28 Your fiky dress. 1823 Gar 
Ringan Gilhaize 1. xiv. 154 My Lord there is hyte and 
fykie. 1825 Brockett W.-C. Words, Fikey. 1830 GALT 
Lawrie T. 1. v. (1849) 55 Sooth to say, I was disturbed and 
fykie. 

+Filace. Zaw. Ods. Also 5 filas, 6 fylas, 8 
filaze, [a. AF’. f/az, ad. med.L. filacium, either f. 
L. frlum thread, FILE sd.2, or perh. shortened from 
late L. chartophylactum (ad. late Gr. yapropvaAd- 
xov) place for keeping papers.] = FILE 50.2 3 b. 

[xz92 Britton u. xvii. § 12 Et si le bref soit perdu ou 
remué maliciousement de filaz, adounc cesse le poer la 
Justice.] 1434 Proc. §& Ordin. Priv. Council Eng, (1835) 
IV. 269 A cedule annexed to pe articles pat remayne in be 
filas in office of p® prive seal. a 1483 Liber Niger in Househ. 
Ord. (1790) 33 Other lettres and remembraunces be kept 
upon afilace. 1go9-10 Act 1 Hen. V/II, c. 8 Yf the clerke 
of the petie bagge .. wyll not receyve the same office .. and 
putt yt on the fylas toremayne ofrecorde, 1537in State Paf, 
(1834) II. 501 The fylaceis and recordes of the Chauncery, 

Hence + Filace v. ¢rans., to place on a file, to 


file. 

1837 in State Papers (1834) II. 499 Before a bille of com- 
pleinte be exibytid and filaceid with the Master of the Rolles 
clerke. 

+ Pila‘ceous, a. Obs. [f. L. fclum thread + 
-AcEOUS.] Consisting of thread-like parts. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 614 It is the Stalk that maketh the 
Filaceous matter. 1694 Westrmacott Script. Herd. (1695) 
sos the filacious matter of the Bark .. Cables.. are 
made, 


Filacer, filazer (fi'lasor, -zo1). Forms: a. 6 
felyssour, filliser, 7-8 filizer, filizar, 9 fyliser, 
7- filacer, -azer. £8, 7~8 philaser, -azer, -iser, 
-izer. [f. Fruack+-ER.2] A former officer of the 
superior courts at Westminster, who filed original 
writs, etc. and issued processes thereon, Also 
a corresponding officer of the Irish superior 


courts, 

(1432 Act 10 Hen. VJ, c. 4 Que null Filicer, Exigenter, ne 
autre officer desore enavaunt fera tiel entree en ascun seute.] 
rs1z Act 4 Hen, VIII, c. 4 § x The Felyssour or exigenter 
in whose offyce suche sute is taken. 1562 Act 5 Elzz, c. 1 
§ 5 All Attornies, Protonotaries and Philizers, 1613 Sir H. 
Fincu Law (1636) 23 The profits of the office of a Filizer, &c. 
cannot be put in execution. 1667 Woop Lz/ (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
II. 105 John Hickmote of Windsore in Berks, esq. a philiser. 
1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE S#. Gt. Brit. 1. ut. (1743) 266 A List 
of the Philazers of the Court of Common Pleas, with the 
counties belonging to each respective Philazer, 1818 HaLtam 
Mid, Ages (1872) III. 88 A petition .. to ,. forbid filazers .. 
from practising. 1827 Bincuam Reforts IV. 63 A pracipe 
into Cambridgeshire had been filed with the filacer of the 
County of Cambridge. 1837 Act 7 Will. IV. & 1 Vict. c. 30, 
Sched. A, Offices abolished by this Act. .On the Plea Side of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench; The Office of, . Filacer. .In the 














FILAMENTO.-, 


Court of Common Pleas: The Office of .. Filacers for the 
several Counties, Cities, and Towns in England and Wales. 
1883 General Advertiser 2 June, William Woodlock, Esq. 
.. Solicitor, formerly Filazer of the Court of Equity. 


+Filacery. Os. In 7 filizarie. [f prec.+¥3.] 
The office of a filacer. 

1625 Sir H. Fincu Law (1636) 358 In an assize of an office 
as of a filizarie. 

Filagree: see FILIGREE. 

Filament (filamént). [ad. mod.L. fz/ament- 
um, f. late L. fela@re to spin, f. f7/um thread. Cf. 
F. filament.) 

1. A tenuous thread-like body, resembling a fibre 
of tow; a minute fibre. Often in scientific use, as 


applied to animal or vegetable structure. 

1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. u. 31 The.. filaments 
..are litle long threeds, slender & white, solide & strong. 
1664 Power £xf. Philos. 1. 66 Those long filaments of 
which the substance of Brain. . consists. ave Grew Anat. 
Plants. vi. § 9 (1682) 43 Every one having a Seed appendent 
to it, whose Coats it entreth by a double Filament. 1774 
J. Bryant Mythol. 1, 364 The rivers conveyed down their 
streams fine filaments of brass. 1791 Hamitton Berthollet’s 
Dyeing 1.1.11. i.123 Differences in wool consist in the length 
and fineness of its filaments. 1841 H. Miter O. 2. Sandst, 
i, 12 The stone..was of.. filamentary texture, the filaments 
radiating in straight lines from the centre to the circum- 
ference. 1854 J. Scorrern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 6 The 
suspending filament should be.. unspun silk, 1855 Bain 
Senses & Int... ii. § 14 The part where the filaments of the 
nerve are distributed. 1876 Rock Text. Fabr. i. 1 The fila- 
ments drawn out of the leaves of plants. 
jig. =‘Scrap’, ‘shred’. 

1870 LowELt Among my Bhs. Ser. 1. (1873) 356 Is there 
the least filament of truth init? 1875 Emerson Le?t. § Soc. 
Aims, Quot. & Orig. Wks. (Bohn) III. 214 From the 
slenderest filament of fact a good fable is constructed, 

b. spec. The infusible conductor (usually some 
form of carbon) placed in the glass bulb of an 
incandescent electric lamp and raised to incan- 
descence by the passage of the current. 

1881 S. P. THomrson Elem. Less. Electr. § 374 In these 
lamps the carbon filament is mounted upon conducting wires 
.. which pass into a glass bulb, into which they are sealed, 
the bulbs being afterwards exhausted of air. 

2. transf., e.g. in filament of air, light, etc.; also 
in ydromechanics (see quot. 1850). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep.u. iv. 80 Effluvium passing out 
in a smaller thred and more enlengthened filament. .stirreth 
not the bodies interposed. 1712 BLackmMore Creation 1, 
(1718) 51 The ever-rolling Orb’s impulsive Ray On the next 
Threads and Filaments does bear, 1810 Vince £lem. A stron, 
xxi, 229 Part of that exceedingly fine filament of light 
was intercepted. 1822-56 De Quincey Cov/fess. (1862) 73 
Slender as a filament of air, 1828 J, M. Spearman Brit. 
Gunner (ed. 2) 200 The lateral pressure of a filament of fluid 
is equal to its vertical pressure. c1850 Rudim. Navig. 
(Weale) 154 A Filament is an imaginary portion of a stream, 
of very small breadth, consisting of a row of corpuscles, or 
of an indefinite number of particles, following each other in 
the same direction. 1860 TyNDALL Glac, 1, xxi. 146 The fog 
was drawn away in long filaments by the wind. 1879 G, 
Prescott Sp. Telephone 128 The action of the helix. .upon 
filings, consists in grouping them under the forms of fila- 
ments parallel to the axis. ; 

3. Bot. That part of the stamen which supports 
the anther ; also (see quot. 1884). 

1756 P. Browne Yamaica 123 Vegetables that have three 
distinct Filaments or male generative parts in every flower. 
1759 B. SriuincrLeet Mzsc. Tracts Nat. Hist. Introd, 
(1762) 30 Six long thready substances called the filaments 
each terminated by an oblong body .. called the anthera, 
1776 WitHeERING Brit. Plants (1796) I. 22, 1o Stamens in 
each, and the Filaments not united, 1858 Carrentrer Veg. 
Phys. § 9 The filaments of the Berberry stamen, 1884 Syd, 
Soc. Lex., Sexual Filament, the one-celled stalk of the oogo- 
nium of some Algze when it also bears an antheridium. 

4. nonce-uses. @ A thread-like band, b. (with 
etymological reference) A spun thread. 

xr71s tr. Panctrollus’ Rerum Mem. 1. ww. ii. 157 The Pagan 
Priests had a Cap upon their Heads, which. .they bound.. 
with a woollen Filament. 1791 Cowper Odyss. vill. 345 
Hung them numerous from the roof diffused Like spider’s 
filaments. 

Filame‘ntar [f. prec. + -aR 1.] =next. ; 

18.. F¥rnl. Microsc. Sc, XXVIII. 425 (Cent. Dict.) Even 
such slips of mesentery... often exhibit a filamentar (cras- 
pedal) thickening. ‘ 

Filamentary (filamentari), a. [f. as prec, 
+-aRy.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of 
a filament or filaments. 2 

1841 [see FILAMENT 1]. 1858 T. R. Jones Aquarian Nat, 
277 Its head. .is provided with numerous filamen.ary tenta- 
cula, 1860 TynpALL Glac, 1. xxx. 407 They should change 
the expressions which refer .. the structure to the sliding of 
‘filaments’ past each other .. Such filamentary sliding may 
take place ina truly viscous body. 1867 F. Francis Angling 
vi. (1880) 197 A series of small filamentary appendages, 
serving as fins, 1875 BLAKE Zool. 322 In the higher organized 
Entozoa a filamentary nervous system has been recognised, 


Filamented (fi'liméntéd), a, [f. as prec. + 
-ED%,] Provided with filaments. 


1889 Buck Handbk. Med. Sc. 1V.626 The cells were larger 
and were not filamented, 
[f. as 


Filamentiferous (fi:liménti-féras), a. 
prec. +-(I)FEROUS.] ‘Bearing a filament or fila- 
ments ; filiferous’ (Cent. Dict... 

Filamento-, comb. form of Fmamenr. In 
Jilamento - cribrate, having sieve-like openings 
fringed with filaments, 

1846 Dana Zoofh, (1848) 513 Parietes filamento-cribrate, 


FILAMENTOID. 


Filamentoid (filamentoid), a. [f. FILAMENT 
+-01D.] Having the appearance of a filament ; 
like a filament. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Filamentose (ii:lamentow's), a. [f. as prec. + 
-OSE.] = FILAMENTOUS. 

1848 in Craic. 1854 Woopwarp Mollusca 11. 194 Gills 
filamentose. .along the sides of the back. 1874 Cooke Fungi 
15 The anatomical filamentose elements of lichens. 

Filamentous (filamentas), a. [f. as prec. + 
-OUS.] 

1. a. Composed of or containing filaments or 
thread-like parts. b. Resembling a filament or 
thread ; thread-like. 

1671 Grew Anat. Plants 1, ii. § 8 (1682) 12 The filamentous 
Extremities of some Roots. 1727 BrapLey Mam. Dict. s.v. 
Alum, Stone alum ; it is nothing but a filamentous Talk soft 
tothe touch. 1789 A. Crawrorp in Med. Commun. II. 355 
A saturated solution of the .. salt .. shoots into long fila- 
mentous chrystals. 1827 Farapay Chem. Manip. iv. 101 
A small platina wire or other piece of filamentous matter. 
1831 R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 609 A layer of dense and 
close filamentous cellular tissue unites the muscular to the 
mucous membrane. 1860 Gosse Kom. Nat. Hist, 165 
Ranging among the filamentous leaves of the Myriophyllum. 
1871 Darwin Desc. Man II. xiii. 74 The backs of the feathers 
.-are filamentous or plumose. 

2. Of a plant: Bearing filaments or thread-like 
parts. 

1835 Linpey Jxztrod. Bot. (1848) II. 125 Some of the fila- 
mentous tribes. 1872 Oxiver Ze. Bot. 1. 295 Many of 
these filamentous species [of Algz] .. multiply themselves 
by the contents of the cells which form their filaments, 

3. Of or pertaining to a filament or filaments, 

1860 TyNDALL Glac, 1. xxxili. 421 The seams .. were de- 
veloped. .where. . filamentous sliding was entirely out of the 
question. 

Filame‘ntule. vave—'. [f. as prec. + -ULE.] 
A small filament; sec. (see quot.). 

1837 Maccittivray Hist. Brit, Birds 1. Introd. 78 These 
filamentules have the same relation to the filament, their 
shaft, that the barbules of the feathers have to their barb. 

Filamo(r)t: see FmEmor. 

Filander'! (file:ndos). Chiefly 77. Forms: 5 
fylaundris, 7 felanders, fillanders, -enders, 
fylanders, 6- filander(s. [a. OF. /filandre:— 
popular L. *flandula, dim. f. (lana) filanda wool 
to be spun. 

The word is used in mod.F. for a gossamer thread, also 
for various fibres in animal and vegetable organisms.] 

In Alural, Thread-like intestinal worms causing 
a disease in hawks; the disease so caused. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans B vij b, A medecyne for wormys in an 
hawke wiche sekenesse is called the Fylaundris. 1575 
Turserv. Faulcourie 252 These filanders..are smal as 
threedes, 1615 Latuam /alconry 7 These occasions of 
extraordinary and vntimely heate, may.. ingender the fil- 
landers. @ 1682 Sir T. Browne Hawks Misc. (1684) 115 This 
. may probably destroy that obstinate Disease of the Filander 
or back-worm, 189: Hartine Gloss. in Bibl. Accipitraria 
222 Filanders, intestinal worms. 

+ Filander 2. Obs. rare. [ad. late L. phel- 
landrion, Gr. peddAavdpiov.] The plant Stavesacre 
(Delphinium Staphisagria). 

1575 Turserv. Maulconrie 286 To scowre by medicine. 
Take. .graines of filander otherwise called Stauesaker. 

Filander 3 (filendoz). A name given to a 
species of Macropus (MM. Brunit). Also, Filander 
Kangaroo. 

1737 tr. C. De Bruyn’s Trav. Mosc. & Persia U1. ror When 
I was at our general’s country seat [in Java] I saw a certain 
animal called Filander, 1841 WATERHOUSE Marszupialia 225 
Filander Kangaroo, Macropus Brunit. 

Filander, v.: see PHILANDER. 

Filar (foila:),a. [f. L. f7l-wm thread +-ar.] 
Of or pertaining to a thread; esp. in filar micro- 
meter, microscope, one having threads or wires 


across its field of view. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Filar-micrometer. 1879 New- 
coms & HotpeN Astron. go By the filar micrometer we can 
determine the distance apart in seconds of arc of any two 
stars Aand B. 1884 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1V, Filar sus- 
pension (Electricity), said of a magnetic needle, which is 
suspended by a filament of silk, : 

Filarial (filéerial), a. [f. mod.L. frldrz-a, f. 
fil-um thread + -au.] Of or pertaining to the 
genus /v/aria of parasitic worms. /2larial period- 
icity (see quot.). ‘ 

1881 A thenxum 5 Feb. 203/3 A paper by Dr. Manson, ‘On 
the Periodicity of Filarial Migration to and from the Circula- 
tion,” was communicated by Dr. Cobbold. 1883 B. W. 
Ricuarpson Prev. Med. vii. 788 In the filarial disease the 
filarial embryos are found in the blood of the person affected 
by them. 1884 Syd. Soc, Lex., F. periodicity, Cobbold’s 
term for the phenomena of the periodical daily appearance, 
in the blood, of the embryos of the Filaria sanguinis 
hominis during the night or the hours of sleep, and their 
absence during the daytime or the hours of waking. 

Filarian (fileorian), a. [f. as prec. +-an.] = 

eC, In some mod. Dicts. 

Fila‘riate, v. [f.as prec. +-atTE3.] ¢vans. To 
infect with Fzlarza, Hence Fila‘riated fP/. a. 

1884 Manson in Trans. Linn, Soc. Ser. u. Zool. 11. 368 We 
may settle the relationship of the mosquito to the Filaria.. 
By filariating a man .. by means of Filariae metamorphosed 
in passing through the mosquito. did, 369 The blood of a 
filariated man, ea 

Filariform (filerifgmm), a. 
-FoRM.] Ofthe form of /7/aria, 

Vou. IV. 


[f. as prec. + 
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Filarious (filérios), a. 
Infected with /7/aria. 

1883 Manson /ilaria Sang. Hon. 48 Hooihoah, a highly 
filarious district. 1884 — in Trans, Linn. Soc. Ser. u. 
Zool. II. 370 My..filarious patients. 

Filate (foilét), a. Antom. [f. L. fil-um thread 
+-ATE2.] (See quots.) 

1826 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. IV. 294 Margin. .Filate..when 
the edge is separated by a channel, often producing a very 
slender threadlike margin. J/éd7d. 1V. 324 Filate..when in- 
versatile antenne have neithera terminal nor a lateral bristle, 

Filaterie, obs. form of PHYLACTERY. 

Filatory (filateri). [ad. med.L. filatori-2m, 
f. filare to spin, f. L. filam thread.] A machine 
for forming or spinning threads. 

?18.. Tooke (Webster 1832), This manufactory has three 


filatories, each of 640 reels. 
[a. F. filature (as if ad. L. 


[f. as prec. +-ous.] 


Filature (fi latiti1). 
*filatura; cf. It. filatura), f. late L. frlare to spin, 
f. fzlem thread. ] 

1. The action of forming or spinning into threads ; 
the reeling of silk from cocoons. 

1783 Burke Rep, Affairs India Wks. 1842 II. 27 Buying 
up the cocoons for the Italian filature. 1860 Ure Dict. 
Artis II, 277 Floss-silk is the name given to the portions of 
ravelled silk broken off in the filature of the cocoons. 

b. attrib, in filature-silk = floss-silk. 

1804 CoLEBROOKE Husb, Bengal (1806) 153 The prime-cost 
of fileture-silk [szc]. 

2. An establishment for reeling silk. 

1759 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 165/1 The public filature at 
Savannah. 1772 Frankuin Lett. Wks. 1887 IV. 477 note, 
Fifty-four pounds [of silk] had been reeled at the filature of 
private persons. 1851 L. D, B. Gorpon in Art Frud. [llust. 
Catal. 11**/t The process of Reeling the Silk from the 
Cocoons is carried on.. in establishments called filatures. 
1880 Miss Birp Yafax I. 270 In the rear of the filature is a 
large fireproof building. 

Filaw, obs. form of FELLAH. 


Filaze, Filazer: see Finacr, FILacer. 

Filbert (filboit). Forms: a. 4 philliberd, 
6-7 philbert, (7 -ibert), (8 philberd, -bud). £6. 
5 fel-, 5-6 fyl-, 6-9 filberd(e, (7 -burd, fillberd), 
6-9 dial. filbeard(e, (6 fyl-), 6 filberte, (fyl- 
bert), 6-7 filbird(e, (6 fylbyrd), 4— filbert. 
[prob. short for filbert (i.e. Philibert)-nut, dial. 
Fr. notx de filbert (Moisy Dict. Patois Normand) 
from being ripe near St. Philibert’s day, Aug. 22 
(O.S.). Cf. Ger. Lamberts -nuss.] 

1. The fruit or nut of the cultivated hazel (Cory- 
lus avellana). 

[z292 Britton nl. xxiv. § r Et as foiles, et as flours (v.2.ea 
philbers).] ax400 Pistill of Susan 92 Pe fyge and pe filbert 
were fode med so fayre. c1440 Promp. Parv. 160 Fylberde, 
notte, /i/lum. 1833 Exyor Cast, Helthe (1539) 21b, Fyl- 
berdes and hasyll nuttes..are more stronge in substance than 
wall nuttes. 1620 VENNER Via Recta vii. 127 Filberds are 
wholsomer then the common Hasell-Nuts. 1712 E. Cooke 
Voy. S. Sea7o Something bigger, and more oval than a Fil- 
beard. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist, (1776) IV. 29 The acorn, 
the philberd, the chesnut, and the wilding. 1846 J. BAxTER 
Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) 1. 264, I grew two hundred 
weight of filberts. .upon fifty-seven trees. 

2. The tree bearing the nut ; = //bert-tree. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 30 And after Phillis philliberd This 
tre was cleped in the yerd. cx1450 Lypc. Compl. Loveres 
Life 68 The filbert eke, that lowe doth encline Her bowes 
grene. ?¢1475 Sgr. lowe Degre 37 The fylbyrdes hangyng 
to the ground. 1523 Firzuers. H7sé, § 140 Fylberdes and 
walnuttes may be set on the nuttes in a gardeyn. 1616 
Sure. & Marku. Country Farme 341 Filberts..doe grow of 
smal shoots. 1796 C. MarsHact Garden. vi. (1813) 80 Filberds 
are raised from nuts or suckers. 1858 GLENNY Gard. Every- 
day Bk, 21 Filberts must be planted by the same rules. 

3. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as /i/bert- 
grove, -hedge, -nut, -tree,-walk. b. similative, as 
filbert nals ; filbert-formed, -shaped adjs. Also, 
+ filbert-mouse, the common dormouse (AZzs- 
cardinus avellanarius), so called from its fondness 
for filberts. 


‘Filbert nails’ are often referred to as a beauty, but some- 
times regarded as a symptom of consumptive tendencies. 

1845 Barna Jugol. Leg., Lady Rohesia, A pretty little 
hand with... *filbert-formed:-nails. 1552 Hutoet, *Filberde 
groue, coryletum. 1742 Firetpinc ¥ Andrews ut. iv, A short 
Walk, shaded on each side by a *Filbert Hedge. a@xz82r 
Keats Poems, ‘I stood tiptoe’ 35 A filbert hedge with wild 
briar overtwined. 1607 TopsELy, Four, Beasts 545 Of the 
Nut-mouse, Hasell-mouse, or *Filburd-mouse. 1861 TRot- 
Lope Framley P.1, i. 9 Clear white hands, *filbert nails. 
1552 Hutoet, *Filberd nutte, abedlina. 14.. Nom. in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 715 Hec morus, a *fylberdtre. 1551 TurNneR Herbal 
1. (1568) M iij a, The gardyne nutt tree [is] called the fyl- 
berde tree. 1781 PAdl. Trans. XLVI. 176 The fruit of the 
nut and filberd-tree will be most numerous. 1879 Miss 
Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., ‘1 never sid the filbyard-trees 
covered ooth lamb-tails [catkins] as they bin this ear’ [1879]. 

Filch (filf, filt{), s2. [Belongs to next vb. It is 
uncertain whether the sb. in sense I was the source 
of the vb., or derived from it; in the other senses 
it is f. the vb.] 

+1, A staff with a hook at one end, used to steal 
articles from hedges, open windows, etc. Ods. 

1622 FLETCHER Begear's Bush u.i, Thus we throw up our 
Nab-cheats..And then our filches. 1632-48 DexKErR Eng. 
Villanies M iij/2 [He] carries a short staffe..which is called 
a Filch. a17oo B, E. Dict. Cant. Crew, A good Filch, 
a Staff, of Ash or Hazel, with a Hole through, and a Spike 


s 





FILCHMAN. 


at the bottom, to pluck Cloathes from a Hedge or any thing 
out of a Casement, 1725 in New Cant. Dict. 

2. That which is filched or stolen; also, ‘a good 

taking ’. 
_,@ 1627 Mippreton More Dissemblers besides Women wv. 
ii, Save ev'ry hour a filch or two, Be it money, cloth or 
pullen. 1798 Wotcort (P. Pindar) 7ales of Hoy Wks, 1812 
IV, 424 He put a fine parcel of money into the pockets of 
the proprietors: quite a Filch. 

+ 3. One who filches or steals; a filcher. Ods. 

1775in AsH. 1810 Pootr Hamlet Travestie u1, iii, A very 
Filch, that more deserves to hang, Than any one. 

4. The action of filching or stealing, 

1877 Five Years’ Penal Servit. iii, 246 She were an out 
and outer in going into shops on the filch. 

Filch (filf, filt{), v. Also 6 filche, filtch, 
fyleche. [Of unknown origin; see prec. sb. 

Originally slang, and, like many other slang words, first 
recorded in 16th c. The following passage is often quoted 
as_an earlier instance, but the various reading //iched 
(‘flinched’, ‘given way’) seems preferable, and in any case 
the present vb. yields no good sense :— 

?ex300 Song in Langtoft Chron. (Rolls) Il. 264 In toune 
herd I telle, Thair baghel and thair belle Ben filchedand fledde.] 

1. trans. To steal, esp. things of small value; to 
pilfer. Occas. in weaker sense: To take away sur- 
reptitiously. 

1561 AwpeLtay Frat, Vacab. 3 Or els filtch Poultry, 
carying them to the Alehouse. 1596 H. CrapHam Briefe 
Bible 1, 65 Let such as haue filtched Church-liuings, marke 
this. 1602 2xd Pt. Return fr. Parnass. i. ii. (Arb.) 9 Those 
eggs which haue ben filcht from the nest of Crowes and 
Kestrells, a@1677 Barrow Serm, Wks. 1716 II, 155 From 
him they filcht that proud..uncivil humour, 1714 Gay 
Trivia m. 58 The wily Fox..Who lately filch’d the Turkey’s 
callow Care. 1785 Parry Mor, Philos. (1818) I. 94 If he 
filched a book out of a Library. 1810 T. Jerrerson W7it, 
(1830) IV. 138 A mere contrivance to filch wealth and power 
to themselves. 1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh vi. 671 
I did not filch,—I found the child. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets 
vii. 212 He would filch me hence. : 

absol, 1567 Harman Caveat 32 They be.. skilfull in.. 
filching. 1688 Lp. Drtamer Wks, (1694) 26 For when 
Servants are pincht, they will be filching. 1866 Gro. Exior 
Ff’. Holt 56 \f I don’t lie and filch somebody else will. 

b. with away, off: 

1577 Test. 12 Patriarchs (1604) 52 Ye shall purloin the 
Lord’s offering, and filch away pieces of it. 1678 BUTLER 
Hud. m, i. 1176 What made thee..filch the Ladie’s Heart 
away? 1829 Lytton Disowned 4 The rascals would not filch 
off the corner of your garment. 1843 Prescott Mexico v. 
ii. (1864) 283 He .. succeeded in filching away much of the 
territory of his royal kinsman. 

+e. To introduce stealthily zxto. Obs. rare—). 

1589 Nasue Almond for Parrat 3 Thou shouldst filche 
thyselfe..into our gouernement. 

2. To rob (of something). vare. 

1567 Harman Caveat 29 If they meete with a woman.. 
such they filche and spoyle. 1837 Howitt Kur. Life 1. 
iii. 243 No man is in danger of. . being filched of his purse. 

+3. To beat, strike. Ods. 

1367 Harman Caveat 84 To fylche, to beate, to stryke. 
1610 RowLanps Martin Mark-all (1874) 38 Fitch, to beate. 

Hence Filched /7/. a. 

1867 Drant Horace Epist. xiii. Eiv, Drunken Pyrrhe 
beares her wool her flycesie filched gaine. @1625 FLETCHER 
Chances 1. ix, 1 foster up your filch’d Iniquities! 1809 
Scotr Poacher 74 The filched lead the church’s roof affords. 
1856 Boxer Poems, Anne Boleyn 1.i, This same haughty 
moon That floods our prospect with her filched beams. 

Filcher (filfez, filtfan. [f. prec. + -Er1.] 
One who filches ; a petty thief, pilferer. 

1573 Tusser Hzsd, (1878) 25 Purloiners and filchers, that 
loueth to lurke. 31621 Motte Camerar. Liv. Libr.t. xii. 39 
Begins to fall upon these filchers. 1702 W. J. Brauyn’s Voy. 
Levant xxxvili. 152 The Arabians are the greatest Filchers in 
the World, 1860 J. P. Kennepy Swadlow B. xxxviii. 376 A 
filcher of caps and napkins from a washerwoman’s basket, 

Hence Fi'lchery, the art or practice of a filcher. 

1607 R. C[arEew] tr. Estzenne’s World of Wonders xv. 82 
Feates of filchery and cunning conueyance. 

Fi-lching, v4/. sd. [f. as prec. + -1nc 1] 

1. The action of the verb Fiucu. 

1867 Drant Horace Epist. E viij b, Thy facte not lesse in 
this thy filchinge meanes. 1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 35 
Avoyde filchinge and robbinge. 

2. concr. That which is filched or stolen. 

1834 Lytton Pompeii iv. ii, By what reserved filchings 
from marketing .. hast thou been enabled to make them 
serve thee? 1872 Gro. Exior A¢iddlem. xlvi, To pay some 
call where she distributed her small filchings. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as filching-sack, -trade. 

a31soz GREENE James IV (1861) 192 The filching trade 
when time serves. 1836-48 B. D. Watsu Avistofh., Knights 
1, iii, I'll flay you for a filching-sack, 

Filching, #//. a. [f. as prec. +-1nc?.] That 
filches; pilfering. 

1870 B, Goocr Pop. Kingd. w. 54 To looke that no dis- 
order be, nor any filching hande. 1592 Wyrtey Avmorie 
rst Ah filching death, thou felonous bloodie thiefe. 1659 
Gentl. Calling (1660) 110 This filtching Devil, that thus 
steals from men their precious hours. @1700 B, E. Dict. 
Cant. Crew, Filching-cove, a Man-thief. : 

+Filchingly, adv. Os. [f. prec.+-Ly?.] In 
a filching manner; stealthily, surreptitiously. 

183 Gotpine Calvin on Deut. clviii. 978 They will not go 
filchingly to cut downe a patche of medowe. 1598 Fiorito, 
Ariba, by stealth, filchingly. _@ 1693 Urquuarr Rabelais 
mi. xviii. r49 Cull’d by fervent Lovers filchingly. 

+Filchman, Os. [f. Frvcw v. (? or sb.) + 
-man as inmany other slang words ; cf. darkmans, 


Sakeman, etc.] =FILcH sé, 1. : 
2 


FILDOR. 


1561 Awpetay Frat. Vacab. 4 An Upright Man is one 
that goeth wyth the trunchion of a staffe, which staffe they 
cala Filtchman. 1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. 60 A short 
Truncheon..which he calls his Filch-man. 

Fild(e, obs. form of FIEexp, 

+ Fildor. Ods. In 4 fildore, fyldor. [a. Fr. 
fil dor thread of gold.] Gold thread. Also attrib. 

ax310 in Wright Lyric P. ix. 33 A fyldor [printed fyld 
or] fax to folde. 13.. £. £. Allit. P. A. 106 As fyldor fyn 
her bfo]nkes brent. c¢1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 189 Folden in 
wyth fildore aboute be fayre grene. 

File (foil), 52.1 Forms: 1 fiil, f60l, 3 south. 
vile, (5 vyle), 4-7 fyle, 4-file. [OE. /¢o/ (Anglian 

Jil) =MDu., MLG, vile (Du. viz, LG. file), OHG. 
fila, figila, fihala (MHG. vile, vigel, mod.Ger. 
Jeile) ; ON. with anomalous initial consonant Je 
{mod.Icel. A7o/, MSw. fal, MDa. /eZ; the mod. Sw. 
and Da. fil are prob. adoptions from LG. or HG.). 

The OTeut. */ii/@ is commonly referred to the Aryan 
pink, nasalized form of the root Zezk, to which the primary 
sense ‘to scratch, mark’ is assigned; cf. OSI. Zisati to 
write, L. pingére to point. The OSI. (also Russian, Bo- 
hemian, etc.) 77a file, saw, Lith. pela, pélyc2zia file, have 
a remarkable similarity of sound to the Teut. word, but 
etymological affinity cannot be affirmed.] , 

1. A metal (usually steel) instrument, having one 
or more of its surfaces covered with numerous small 
raised cutting edges or teeth, for abrading, reducing, 
or smoothing surfaces. Zo bzte, enawa file: fig. to 
make an attempt that can result only in vexatious 
failure (in allusion to the fable) ; similarly zo ck 


a file (see quot. 1647). 

a8o0 Corpus Gloss. (Sweet) 1234 Lina, fiil. c1000 Riddles 
Ixx. 4 (Gr.) Ic..eom..laf fyres and feole. 1382 Wycuir /sa. 
xliv. 12 The yren smyth with the file wro3te. 1432 £. £. 
Wills (1882) 91 A vyle, and a forser with loke and kye. 
1484 Caxton Hadbles of AZ sop 1. xii, She [the serpent] fond 
a fyle whiche she beganne to gnawe with her teethe. 1549 
Compl, Scot. iii. 28 Ane file is ane instrument to file doune 
yrn. 1647 H. More Song of Soul, u. cxii, Like the mis- 
taken Cat that lick’d the file. 1649 J. H. Motion to Pari. 
Adv, Learn. 26 As soone as they have done licking of this 
file. 1697 Evetyn Neenzisi. vi. 214 The File .. which they 
use for the smoothing of the edges. 1786 Beattie AZinstr. 
11, xiv, So gnaw’d the viper the corroding file. 1824 TREDGOLD 
Ess. Cast [ron 90 These bars yielded freely to the file, 1880 
W. Cory Mod. Eng. Hist. 1. 105 He bit at the file of English 
obstinacy, and broke his teeth. the 

b. fig. esp. with reference to the polish imparted 

by afile. (Cf. the use of L. dma.) 

ax1225 Ancr. R. 284 He is pi uile pet misseid be oder 
misded be. 1621 B. Jonson Gipsies Metamorph. Wks. (Rtldg.) 
628/r From a tongue without a file Heaps of phrases and no 
style. @1639 Wotton in Relig. Wotton. (1685) 341 If it 
shall pass the file of your Judgment. 1749 AKENSIDE Odes 
11. i, The nice touches of the critic’s file. 

+2. =file-shell. Obs.—+ 

1705 J. Petiverin Phil. Trans. XXV. 1955 The fine blush 
Jamaica File. . 

3. slang. An artful, cunning, or shrewd person. 
Also, a man, ‘fellow’, ‘cove’. 

(Cf. Fr. slang Uémme sourde, lit. ‘a silent file’, in similar sense.] 

1812 J. H. Vaux W’lash Dict., File, a person who has had 
a long course of experience in the arts of fraud. .is termed 
an old file upon the town;..a man who is extremely cun- 
ning..is a deep file. 1819 Metropolis 1. 61 You're an old 
file. I know you well; you're as deep as Garrick. 1838 
Dickens O. Twist (1850) 233 The Dodger. .desired the jailer 
to communicate ‘the names of them two files as was on the 
bench’. 1848 THackERAy Vax. Fair lv, All the old files of 
the Ring were init. 1857 HucuEs Yow Brown. iv. (1871) 


84 Old Blow-hard was adry old file. 1877 Holderness Gloss., * 


‘A deep awd file.’ e f : 

4. attrib. and Comb.: a. simple attributive, as 
file-chtsel, -cut, -dust, -handle, -smith, -stroke, -trade. 
b. objective, as jile-cleaner, -cutter, -grinder, 
-maker ; file-cutting, -finishing, -grinding, -nib- 
bling, -tempering vbl. sbs. 

1874 Knicur Dict, Mech.,*File-chisel. Ibid., *File-cleaner. 
1888 Hastuck Mech. Workshop Handybk. 86 This method 
of crossing the *file cuts. .is recommended. 1677-83 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc, 58 *¥ile-cutters also use it to make their 
Chissels. 1890 Pad/ Mall G. 2 Sept. 4/2 The knife-grinders 
and file-cutters in Sheffield. 1819 Rees Cycl.s.v. File, The 
most likely machine for “file-cutting. 160r HoLtanp Pliny 
II. 519 ‘The *file-dust which commeth of lead. 1876 VoyLE 
Milit. Dict. (ed. 3) s.v. File, Little shavings or shreds. .called 
file dust. 1883 Daily News 25 June 2/8 The *file-grinders 
still stand out. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *File-grinding 
Machine, a machine for surfacing forged or rolled file- 
blanks to bring them to form previous to cutting, 1888 
Lockwood's Dict. Terms Mech. Eng.,*File Handle. 1842 
Bk. Trades 230 Some *File-makers are in the habit of using 
the coal of burnt leather. 1869 Ties x Jan. 4 Mighty little 
will be done by such *file-nibbling or tinkering over law of 
entail. 1865 Pad/ Mail G. 19 Oct. 4 A meeting of the *File- 
smiths’ Union, 1677 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 15 The Smooth 
file is to take out those cuts, or *file-stroaks, that the fine 
file made. 1888 Hastuck Mechanic's Workshop Handybk. 
84 Without stopping the file-strokes. 1874 Knicur D7cé, 
Mech., *File-tempering. 1887 Daily News 20 June 2/6 In 
the *file trade there is apparently a slight change. 

5. Special comb., as file-blank, a piece of soft 
steel, shaped and ground ready for cutting, to form 
a file; also a¢tvzb,; file-card, a card used for 
cleaning files; file-carrier (see quot.) ; + file-fast 
adv., ? securely ; file-shell, a species of Pholas, so 
called from the roughness of its shell; file- 
stripper (see quot.). Also FILE-FISH. 

1874 Knicut Dict, Mech., *File-blank. 1892 Stmmonps 
Dict. Trade Suppl., File-blank Forger,a workman who 
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prepares the crude material for the file-cutter. 1884 Knicut 
Dict. Mech. 1V, *File Card. 1888 Hastuck Alech. Work- 
shop Handybk. 86 These file cards are used in the same 
way as the scratch brushes. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., 
*File-carrier, a tool-holder like the stock of a frame-saw. 
a1225 Ancr. R. 244 Pe ueond..weard ibunden *uileueste 
mid te holie monnes beoden. 1752 Sir J. Hitt Hist. Anim. 
177 The West Indian *File-shell. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., 
*Kile-stripper, a machine in which a worn-out file after 
being softened by heat, and slow cooling, is smoothed to 
prepare it for being re-cut. 


File (foil), 3.2 Also 6-7 fyle. [Properly two 
different words, ultimately of identical etymology : 
(1) a. Fr. fil=Pr. fil, It. filo, Sp. hilo:—L. filum 
thread; (2) a. Fr. file=Pr., and It. fla, Sp. héla:— 
Com, Romanic */i/a, fem. sing. ; according to some 
scholars a vbl. sb. f. ji/are, to spin, draw out 
threads, f. L, frlum.] 

I. Senses chiefly repr. F. 72. 
+1. A thread. a. fig. The thread of life. b. 


transf. Of the nerves: A nerve-cord. Ods. 

1606 N. Baxter S7duey’s Ouvania Nij b, The fatall Sisters 
would not cut her file, 1607 TorseLtt Hour-f. Beasts (1658) 
223 A dubble file or threed to the top of the tail. 


+2. The thread, course, or tenor (of a story, 


argument, etc.). Ods. 

1560-1 Schort Somme ust Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot. § 14 
Following the fileand dependance of the text. 1396 SPENSER 
F. Q. vu. vi. 37 Ill fitting for this file To sing of hills and 
woods ’mongst wars and knights. 1612 SHELTON Quzx, 111. 
x. I. 209 You must promise me that you will not interrupt 
the File of my doleful Narration. a 1639 Wotton in Relig. 
Wotton, (1685) 223 Let me resume the File of my Relation. 
1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 1. xlv. (1739) 73 If the file of his 
purposes be rightly considered. _ 

A string or wire, on which papers and docu- 
ments are strung for preservation and reference. 
In recent use extended to various other appliances 
for holding papers so that they can be easily 
referred to. 

1525 in Vicary’s Anat, (1888) App. vill. 214 Thapothe- 
caries shall kepe the billis that they serue, vpon a fyle. 
1649 Lanc. Tracts (Chetham Soc.) 233 Their examinations 
remaining still upon fyle in Manchester. 1666 Perys Diary 
pars Burning all the unnecessary letters which I have 

ad upon my file for four or five years backward. 1732 
Acc. Workhouses 175 Keep the tradesmen’s notes upon 
a file. 1768 Foote Devil on 2 Sticks u. Wks. 1799 II. 259 
There are some of their names, I am sure, that I never desire 
to seeonmy file. 1866 W.Cottins Armadale II. 1. iii. 277 
Some place in the City where all the papers are kept, as 
he calls it, in file. 1882 Brack Shandon Bells vi. A printed 
slip which the latter pulled off a file. 

Jig. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 275 We hang 
uppe this accusation also upon the file of your other slaun- 
derous lyes. 1659 J. ArrowsmitH Chain Princ. 200 This 
commination standeth upon the file in holy Scripture. 

b. esp. one in a court of law to hold proceed- 
ings or documents in a cause, etc.; the list of 
documents, etc., in a cause. 

In the Court of Chancery the pleadings themselves were 
filed; in the Common Law Courts the pleadings and judge- 
ments were evvolled, and only affidavits and collateral 
documents were filed. 

1607 in CoweEL /uzterfr. 1631 Star Chamb. Cases (Camden) 
42 The sentence of the court was..that the bill should be 
taken off the fyle, that [etc.]. 1718 Prior Solomon u. 722 
Causes unjudg’d disgrace the loaded file. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed. 2) V. 285 They will not, however, order the fine 
to be taken off the file. 1833 Mytne & Keen Resorts II. 
247 This was the only bill upon the file relative to the 
testator’s estate. 1885 Law Times’ Rep. LII. 681/2 
A motion was made to take the affidavits off the file. 

+e. A catalogue, list, roll. Ods. 

1566 Partripce Hist. Plasidas D iij, Thus ended they 
their mortall race, their file was at an ende. 1597 SHAks. 
2 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 10 Our present Musters grow vpon the 
File To fiue and twenty thousand men of choice. 1620 
DEKKER Dreame 10 With Pens of Steele, Eternall Files 
to keepe Of euery Nation, since the Earth began. 1697 
Drypen Disc. Epic Poetry Prose Wks. 1800 III. 441 
The file of heroick poets is very short. 1702 C. MATHER 
Magn. Chr. ut. ut, (1852) I. 544 It would not be improper 
under this file to lodge the singular and surprising successes 
of his prayers. 1795 Burke Regic. Peace iv. Wks, IX. 
335 Catalogued files of murders. 

4. A collection of papers placed on a file, or 
merely arranged in order of date or subject for 
ready reference. 

@1626 Bacon Adv. Villiers Wks. 1740 III. 566 After you 
have ranked them into several files, according to the subject 
matter. 1699 GARTH Disfens. 32 Then from the Compter he 
takes down the File And with Prescriptions lights the solemn 
Pile. 1806 Naval Chron. XV. 113 Files of newspapers. 
1806 WILBERFORCE in G, Rose Diaries (1860) II, 22 Having 
just this moment got a file of letters, 1847 Lp. Houcuron 
in Life (1891) I. ix. 4or You can get at..the newsroom a 
file of the 77es. 1851 D. Jerrotp S¢. Giles xii. 121 A man 
who has a file of receipts to show for everything. 1860 
Mrs. Gasket C. Bronté 301 She sent to Leeds for a file of 
the ‘ Mercuries’ of 1812, ’13 and ’r4. § 

5. Her. =Laxut (but sometimes distinguished: 
cf. quot. 1727). [So in Fr.] 

1562 LricH Armorie (1597) 107 He beareth Argent a fyle 
with iij Lambeaux Azure, for a difference. Some will call 
them a Labell of three pointes. c1640 J. SmytuH Lives 
Berkeleys (1883) I. 120 The Cheveron .. distinguished by 
a file with five labels to shew that he was a fifth brother. 
1710 Hearne Collect. 5 May, A Shield_with a Cross Saltire 
and a File of 3 Points. 1727 BrapLey Pam. Dict. s.v. File, 
Some distinguish File and Lauer calling the File the upper 
horizontal Line, and the Label the Point that issues from it, 
1889 Evin Dict. Herald., File or Label. 








FILE. 


6. A disease, ? from its producing an appearance 
of lines or threads: a. in trees=Fr. fil (ods.) ; 
b. in cattle. dal. 

1600 SurFLeT Countrie Farme i. xlvii. 520 The file is 
a disease in trees that fretteth their barkes. 1688 in R. 
Hoime Armoury u. 86/1. 1892 Northumberland Gloss. 
s.v. File, ‘File in the foot’ is a disease peculiar to cattle 
and sheep. 

IT. Senses repr. Fr. file. 

7. Ml. The number of men constituting the depth 
from front to rear of a formation in line, ete. 
Jile: one behind the other. For Judian, Single 
Jile see those adjs. Rank and file: see RANK. 

The front of a file is one man (the /i/e-/eader), the depth 
may be any number; but in the modern English formation 
of infantry it is only two, consisting of the front and the 
rear rank men. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres ut. i. 37 By file, I vnderstand 
all the line .. of all the souldiers standing consequently one 
after another, from front to the traine. 1625 MARKHAM 
Souldier's Accid.6 A File .. ought neuer to be aboue ten 
persons deepe. 1633 T.Starrorp Pac. 7/70. ii. (1821) 524 It 
was impossible for men to march butin file. 1667 Mitton P, L. 
vi. 339 His Chariot..stood retir’d From off the files of warr. 
1734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. Hist. V. 9 Each squadron had .. 8 in 
depth, for that was the usual depth of the files. 1790 Burns 
Sheriffmuir 15 Great Argyle led on his files. 1796-7 /ustr. 
& Reg. Cavalry (1813) 34 The others. .will first cover in file 
with precision. 1810 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Des. VI. 208 The 
16th are very strong ; when I saw them the other day they 
were 59 filea squadron. 1816 Byron Szege Cor. xxiii, Even 
as they fell, in files they lay. 1838 Prescorr Ferd. & Js, 
(1846) I. x. 406 Riding along their broken files. 1864 Skeat 
Uhland’s Poems 243 The brave Fernando, Searching 
through the files of war. 

transf. and jig. a 1613 Ovrrsury A W7e (1638) 109 
Hunger and cold ranke in the same file with him. 1649 Br. 
Hatt Cases Consc. (1650) 15 That we be not in the first file 
of enhancers. 1650 R. Staryitton Stvada’s Low C, Warres 
mt. 44 He was by the Emperour valued in the first file of 
Nobility. c1665 Mrs. Hurcnuinson Alem. Col. Hutchinson 
(1846) 3: In all his actions it [valour] ever marched in the 
same file with wisdom. 1700 BLackmoreE Song of Moses, 
The foaming files o’ertook them in the chase. 1713 YOUNG 
Last Day u. 142 The radiant files of angels. 1842 TENNYSON 
Locksley Hall 178, 1 the heir of all the ages, in the fore- 
most files of time. 

b. Phrases: + Zo accept the files, to open one’s 
own ranks for a charging enemy to enter. 20 double 
the files; to put two files in one and so make the 
ranks smaller; also jig. To close their files, see 
CLosE v.10b, Zo take the right-hand file, to take 
precedence. 

1616 BincHAM A@lian’s Tactics xxix. 137 notes, Double 
your files to the right or left hand. 1629 MAssINGER Picture 
mi. v, There are Many..who may take..the right-hand file 
of you. 31642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St. 1. i. 3 In her hus- 
bands absence she is wife and deputy-husband, which makes 
her double the files of her diligence. 1706 Puituires (ed. 
Kersey) s.v. /ile, To Double the Files. 1868 KiInGLAKE 
Crimea IV. v. 163 It used to be said of the foreigners that 
they ‘accepted the files’. 

ce. A small body of men, formerly varying in 
number from two to twelve or more, but now 
usuallytwo, Also, when ‘marchingin files’ (see //e- 
marching in 11), the two soldiers walking abreast. 

1616 Bincuam /ian's Tactics xxix. 136 notes, When 16 
men (that is a file) are so extended, that they possesse as 
much length as 32 should doe (that is, as 2 files). 1624 
Carr. SmitH Virginia vi. 239 They met with a file of 
Saluages that let fly their Arrowes. 1647 Spriccre Anglia 
Rediv. u. iv. (1854) 105 Twelve files of men with firearms 
and pikes. 1702 STEELE Funeral v. 70 A file of Men, 
Bumpkin, issix Men. 1769 Yunus Lett. xxxi. 142 The gene- 
ral was escorted by a file of musqueteers. 1832 Regu. /ustr. 
Cavalry 1. 45 A File, two Soldiers placed one behind the 
other when formed in ranks, but abreast when marching in 
file. 1836 Marryat Midsh, Easy viii, I shall send a sergeant 
and a file of marines to fetch you. 1844 Regul. & Ord. 
Army 262 A Non-commissioned Officer, with a file of men. 

8. A row of persons, animals, or things placed 
one behind the other. Zhe common file=‘the 
common herd’ (ods. or arch.) Jn file: one after 
another, in succession. 

1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. ut. ii. 144 The greater file of the 
subiect held the Duke to be wise. 1607 — Cov. 1. vi. 43 The 
common file .. did budge From Rascals worse then they. 
1656 tr. Hobbes’ Elem. Philos. 364 This Hoarse Sound .. 
seemeth to be nothing but the dividing of the air into innu- 
merable and very small Files. 1712-4 Pore Rafe Lock 1. 
137 Here files of pins extend their shining rows. 21734 NortH 
Lives III. 134 He furnished. .one state-apartment of divers 
rooms in file. 1740 SomErVILLE /7oddinol 11. 230 Before 
him march in Files The rural Minstralsy. 1794 Worpsw. 
Guilt §& Sorrow iv, Long files of corn-stacks. 1826 DisraELt 
Viv. Grey ut. viii, I push my way into court through files of 
attorneys. dd. v1. i, A double file of wine-glasses and 
goblets. 1834 H. MiLter Scenes § Leg. xviii. (1857) 264 
An endless file of bare gloomy cliffs, 1838 Prescorr /erd, 
& Ts, (1846) I. xi. 432 Whose military prowess had raised him 
from the common file. 1845 Darwin Voy. Wat. ii. (1879) 35 
When the ants came to the road they changed their course, 
and in narrow files reascended the wall. 1856 KANE Arct. 
Expl. I, xvi. 192 The men were standing in silent file on 
each side of it. 1867 Lavy Herpert Crad/e L. iv.121 A file 
of camels, 

9. Chess. One of the eight lines of squares ex- 
tending across the board from player to player. 
An open file; one on which no piece or pawn of 
either colour is standing. Zo sezze the open file: to 
place a rook or the queen on the first square. 

1614 SAut Chesse-flay i. 3 Imagine that the blacke King 
for his first draught playeth his owne Pawne into the third 


“FILE. 


house in his owne file. 1680 Corton Cowl. Gamester iv. 
(ed. 2) 39 The Rook goes backward and forward in any file. 
1860 Parpon Handbk, Chess 15 The horizontal rows of 
squares are termed vans and the vertical squares les. 

10. The run or track of a hare; also, Zo run 
her file (see quot. 1838). 

1815 Sporting Mag. XLV. 109 It is strictly necessary to 
look into the hares’ files for wires. 1838 Hottoway Pro- 
vinctalisms, When sportsmen say the hare runs her File, 
that is runs round the same track continually to foil or de- 
ceive the dogs. 

LL. attrib. and Comb., as file-closer, -leader (+ -lead), 
-mark. Also, file-fire, -firing, firing by files, now 
called independent firing (opposed to yolley-firing) ; 
_,file-marching, marching in files, by turning from 

7a formation in line-to the right or left, so that the 
line becomes a series of files facing to the right or 
left flank; +file-wort, Gerarde’s rendering of 
botanical L. f7/@go, the name of a genus of plants. 

1888 Harfer's Mag. Apr. 788/1 The .. officers hidden as 
*file-closers behind their companies. 1857 ew Boy atStyles’s 
in Househ. Words 9 May 436 The usual *file-fire of glances 
was exchanged. 1837 CartyLe /r. Rev. III. vi. iii. 32 
His Jurymen are charged to make feu de file, *file-firing til 
the ground be clear, 1847 /nfantry Man. (1854) 40 Inde- 
pendent or file firing may commence. 1775 Asn, */72le-lead 
..the foremost man in the file. 1616 BincHam <Zian’s 
Tactics v. 42 Hee that leadeth the file, who is also called 
the *file-leader. 1796-7 Justr. & Reg. Cavalry (1813) 18 The 
file leaders preserve such distances as they ought from which 
ever hand they are to dress to. 1809 W, Irvine Azzickerb, 
(1861) 135 Most people require a..file-leader. 1847 /nxfantry 
Max. (1854) 49 *File marching may be adopted, 1597 Ge- 
RARDE Herbal App., *Filewort is F2lago minor. 

+ File, 53.3 Ods. [a. OF. file (Fr. fille) girl:— 
L. filia daughter.] A girl, woman}; also in a bad 
sense, a concubine, a whore. 

1303 R. Brunne Hand. Synne 4540 To rage wyp ylka fyle 
[g?. maydgerle], 1393 Lancr. P. PZ, C. vu. 135 Dame 
purnele a prestes file, prioresse worth hue neuere. 

+ File, sd.4 Oés. [perh. a variant form of ViLE 
used adsol.] A worthless person (male or female) ;~ 
a rascal. 

a1300 Cursor M. 715 (Cott.) Sorful bicom pat fals file. 
¢1300 Havelok 2499 Men mithe thethen a mile Here him 
rore, that fule file. c1330 R. Brunne Chroz, (1810) 95 Pat 
did Roberd trauaile for nouht, he was a file. c1450 Douce 
ae 559 (Bodleian) Quest. 240 My brotheres wyfe may be 


a fyle. 
+ File (foil), 5b.5 slang. Obs. Also 7 foyl, 8 


foile. [First appears in the longer form /oy/-cloy 
(later /i/e-cloy) ; possibly this is not a comb. of fi/e 
sb., but the original from which the latter is 
shortened; but the etymology is unknown. Cf. 
to file a cly (FinE v.4).] A pick-pocket. Also, 


Jfile-cloy, -lifter. 

1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. 191 The sixth is a Foyl-cloy. 
1676 Warning for Housekprs. 'Vitle-p., Budg and Snudg, 
File-lifter, Tongue-padder, the private Theif. 1695 KENNETT 
Par. Antig. Gloss. s.v. Putta, A file, or pick-pocket whore, 
1708 Mortreux Rabelais (1737) V. 218 Pickpockets, Divers, 
Buttocking-Foiles. 1721 Baitey, Bulk and File, is when 
one jostles you while another picks your pocket. 1725 Vew 
Cant. Dict., File-Cloy, a Pickpocket, Thief or Rogue. 1743 
Fretpine You. Wild iy, xiii, A Pick-pocket, or, in truer 
Language, a File. 

+ File, 56.6 Ods. Apparently = /y/de, proper 
name of a district in Lancashire. 

1775 Sir E. Barry Observ. Wines 416 The .. files of Lan- 


cashire. 
File (foil), 53.7 U.S. local. [app. a. Du. fez?, 


given in Bomhoff’s Dict. as variant or synonym of 
dwetl floor-cloth, corresp. to ON. Avegz/l towel 
:-OTeut. *Svagilo-z f. *pwahan (OK. Jwéan) to 
wash.] A cloth used for wiping a floor or a table 


after scrubbing, a house-flannel. 

1851 Exiz. Warner Wide W. World IIL. xxii. (1852) 368 
°A file!’ said Ellen ..‘O I remember now .. I didn’t know 
what you meant. Margery calls it a dish-cloth, or a floor- 
cloth, or something else’. 1860 in BartLetr Dict, Amer. 
1889 in FARMER Americanisms. 

File (foil), v.1 Forms : 3 south. vile, 4-7 fyle, 
(5 fylin), 6 fill, 5- file. [f. Frum sd.1; cf. OHG. 
Jilin (MHG. vilen, mod.G. feclen), Du. vizlen.] 

1. ¢vans. To rub smooth, reduce the surface of, 
with a file. Zo file (one’s) teeth: (fig.) to render 
harmless. Zo jile im (or + @) two: to cut in two 
by filing. 

In the contextual use ‘to sharpen’ (weapons) sometimes 
associated with AFFILE. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 284 And nis pet iren acursed bet iwurded 

pe swarture & be ruhure so hit is ofture & more iviled? 
¢€ 1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Knut, 2225 A denez ax .. Fyled in a fylor. 
e1420 Chron. Vilod. 354 And a file to file bis nayle a two. 
1542-3 Act 34-5 Hen. VII/,c. 6 Pinnes .. shal.. haue..the 
point well and rounde, filled, canted and sharped. 1553 
Epen Jveat, Newe Ind. (Arb.) 16 He fyleth and whetteth 
his horne on a stone. 1599 Broughton's Lett. i. 6 It is.. 
time enough to file your teeth, or muzzle you. 1696 LutTRELL 
Brief Rel. (1857) IV. 65 Some persons are committed for 
fyling the edges of new shillings. 1787 Hotcrort tr. Life 
Baron Trenck (1886) 11. 33, I filed the iron which passed 
through it on the outside. 1876 VoyLEe M7zlit. Dict. (ed. 3) 
s.v. Hile, Leaving the surface that has been filed more or 
less smooth. 
- absol. 1680 Corton Compl. Gamester i. (ed. 2) 10 Others 
have made them [false dice] by filing and rounding. 1888 
Hastucx Mech. Workshop Handybk, 85 Take an old file 
and file away steadily. 
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b. jig. To remove the roughness of ; to smooth, 
polish, elaborate to perfection. Also, to wear 
down; to bring zz¢o (a certain condition) as if by 
filing. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 3812 His tunge was fyled sharpe & 
square. 1551 RecorpEe Pathw. Knowl. title-p., All fresshe 
fine wittes by me are filed. 1568 'T. Howett 47d, Amiitie 
(1879) 101 Nor he that files his smoothed speeche. c 1600 
SHaks. Sovz, Ixxxy, Precious phrase by all the Muses fil’d. 
1700 DrypEenN /adles Pref. Wks. (Globe) 494 Dante had 
begun to file their language, at least in verse. 1757 WESLEY 
Wks. (1872) [X. 192 The Treatise.. which he has had leisure 
for many years to revise, file, correct, and strengthen against 
all objections. 1820 Scott /vaz/foe ii, And file your tongue 
to a little more courtesy. 1837 Dickens Pickw. xlii, His 
bones [were] sharp and thin .. the iron teeth of confinement 
and privation had been slowly filing them down for twenty 
years. 1889 Temple Bar Mag. Nov. 406 Lads who would 
be filed into business shape. 

2. To remove (roughnesses, part of a surface, 
etc.) by filing. Now only with away, off. Also jig. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 184 He is pi uile & uiled awei al pi rust. 
1597 Hooker Zecl. Pol. y. xxvii. (1611) 241 They that would 
file away most from the largenesse of that offer. a 1618 
RateicH Advice of Son (1651) 7 Death hath already filed 
from you the better part of your natural forces. 1625 
Fietrcuer Wodle Gent. 1. i, That.. Files off all rudeness and 
uncivil “haviour. 1670 CLARENDON Zss, Tracts (1727) 216 
He will never file away the stain. 1707 Norris 7veat. 
Aumility iii, 154 It [Humility]. .files off the roughnesses of 
our passions. 1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal II. 291 ‘They 
adjusted the balance by filing away some of the thickness of 
the longest part of the beam. 1850 H. Rocers Zss. II. iv, 204 
What was required was to file away asperities [in language]. 
1859 Tennyson Vivien 621 So grated down and filed away 
with thought. 

File (fail), v.2 Forms: 2-3 fulen, 3 filen(u, 
3-6 fele, 4-8 fyle, (6 fyll, 7 feel), 3- file. [OE. 
*fylan (in combs. a-, be-, zefvlan) =MDu. vuzlen, 
OHG. filen:—OTeut. *fiidjan, f. *fiilo- Foun a. 

In early southern ME. the spelling /xde-7 represents both 
this vb. (the z being sounded #) and the originally intran- 
sitive vb. Fout:—OE. fiélian.] 

1. trans. To render (materially) foul, filthy or 
dirty; to pollute, dirty ; to destroy the cleanness 
or purity of; =DzrinE v.12. Ods. exc. dial. 

13.. £. £, Allit, P. B. 136 No. festiual frok but fyled 
with werkkez, 1340 HampoLe Pr. Consc. 2348 A thyng es 
fouler pat may file pan pe thyng pat it fyles. c1475 Rauf 
Coilzear 446 Oft fylit my feit in mony foull fen. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vi. cxcvii. 202 He felyd the holy lyker with the 
fruyte of his wombe. 1523 FirzHers, Awsd. § 41 If any 
shepe .. be fyled with dounge about the tayle. 1611 G. 
Wisins Miseries Inforced Marr. v. in Old Plays (1825) 
V. 86 As not to file my hands in villain’s blood. 1721 
Ketty Sc. Prov. 384 You need not file the House for 
want of Legs to carry you to the Midding. 1753 Stewart’s 
Trial App. 84 A piece which is laid by foul, will..file one’s 
finger. 1792 Burns Willie's Wife iv, Her face wad fyle the 
Logan Water. 1825 SourHrey Zale Paraguay i. 44 No 
art of barbarous ornament had ..’filed her face, 1888 EL- 
wortHy W. Somerset Word-bk., File, to defile. 

Jig. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. u. Wks. 1878 II. 64 A word 
that I abhorre to file my lips with. 1606 Brysketr Czv. 
Life 78 He will not vouchsafe himselfe to file his hands vpon 
so base..a person. 

b. Proverbs. 

a1250 Owl § Night, 100 Dahet habbe that ilke beste, That 
fuleth his owe nest. 15868 ¥acod §& Esau u. iii. in Hazl. 
Dodsley II, 216 Claw a churl by the tail and he will file 
your hand, 1823 Gatt Zxtai/ II. xx. 190 It’s a foul bird 
that files its ain nest. 

+e. intr. for refl. To become soiled. Ods. 

1565 CaLrHiLt Anxsw. Treat. Cross (1846) 132 His garments 
never filed; nor his shoes... waxed old. 

+d. absol. Also zntr., to void excrement. Ods. 

1560 Brecon New Catech. Wks. (1844) 62 If doves, or any 
other fowls or beasts file upon their [1. e, the images] heads, 
they perceive it not. 161x G. Witkins Miseries Inforced 
Marr. 1. in Old Plays (1825) V. 40 Oaths are..like smoak 
from a chimney that files all the way it goes. 

+2. trans. To taint with disease, infect. Ods. 

1456 Sc. Acts ¥ames If (1814) § 6 And not lat pame pas 
away fra be place, .to fyle be cuntre about thame. 

3. To render morally foul or polluted; to de- 
stroy the ideal purity of; to corrupt, taint, sully ; 
= DEFILE v.! 3. Obs. exc. arch. 

[c1178, Cott. Hom. 205 Ich habbe.. mid flesches fulde 
ifuled me.] c1z00 OrMIN 1959 Patt nan ne shollde filedd 
ben Wibb hebenndom purrh macche. cx1290 S. Exg. Leg. 
I. 287/314 Alle bo .. pat his ordre fuylden ou3t with .. 
worldes feo. @1340 Hampote Psalter Prol., To confourme 
men pat are filyd in adam til crist in newnes of lyf. 
1434 Misyn Mending of Life 129 No man filys hym-self 
with wardly bisynes after bat he truly has ioyd in lufe 
euerlastyng. 1513 Douctas nes Iv. Prol. roq Is that 
trew luif, guid faith and fame to fyle? 1605 Snaks. 
Macb. m1. i. 65 For Banquo’s Issue haue I fil’d my Minde, 
18:6 Byron Ch. Har. um. cxiii, Had I not filed my mind, 
which thusitselfsubdued. 1860 TrotLorE Pyamley P. xxxiii 
539 Why had he thus filed his mind? 

+4, To violate the chastity of, to deflower; to 
debauch. Obs, =DEFILE v.! 4. 

2a1400 Morte Arth. 978 He has forsede hir and fylede, 
c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 75 For me was she never 
fylyd. 15.. Peebles to Play xviii, ‘Ye fyl’d me}; fy, for 
shame !’ quoth she. 

+5. To sully the honour of, dishonour. Obs. 
= DEFILE v.1 6. 

c1280 Gen. & Ex. 3498 Tac Su no3t in idel min name[n] 
Ne swer it les to fele in gamen. c1400 Destv. Troy 8120 
Euery lede will pe lacke and pi lose file. ¢1440 Gesta Rom. 
xvii. 62 (Harl. MS.) He made the new lawe, & fylid not 
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pat othir. c1470 Harvine Chron. ccxvut. v, They the trewce 
had broken and did fyle. c1g00 Doctr. Gd. Servaunts 10 
A good name that none dooth fyle. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men 
(W. de W. 1506) 1v. xxi, 251 If he hath broken and fyled the 
preuyleges of the chyrche. 1594 Jas. VI in Tytler His¢. 
Scot. (1864) IV. 217 ‘That so wise and provident a prince 
[Elizabeth] .. should be so fyled and contemned by a great 
number of her own subjects. a@ 1668 D’AveNant Siege i. 
(1673) 75 The bold warrier, that hath deserv’d Fame .. 
once feel’d [7zod. ed. fil’d] his victories Are quite forgot. 

+6. To charge with a crime, accuse. Ods, 

c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 273 To thare prynces thay 
can hym fyle. ¢1560 Durham Depositions (Surtees) 64 Mr. 
Ratlyf was in great greif that Doon shuld fyll his man 
Dixon for certain shepe. 172x Ketty Sc. Prov. 376 You 
are busy to clear your self when no Body files you. 1759 
FounrTainuaLL Decisions 1.14 They .. were ready to file, by 
their delation, sundry gentlewomen. 


+b. To find guilty, condemn. Oés. 

¢1330 R, Brunne Chron. (1810) 173 Pe courte opon him 
sat, be quest filed him & schent. 1525 in Pitcairn Crim. 
Trials Scot. 1.*13x Quhil pai had .. fylit pame of pe said 
slauchtir, 1609 SkENE Reg. AZaz. Iv. 1. § 5 Gif anie man is 
fyled or condemned of that crime. 1637-50 Row fist. 
Kirk (1842) 387 He was noted as if he had fylled him. 

Hence + Filed Z7/. a. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 130/2 Filed, deturpatus. 1890 SPENSER 
f*, Q. m1. i. 62 She lightly lept out of her filed bedd, And to 
her weapon ran. 1593 Q, Exiz. Boeth. (E. E. T. S.) 95 His 
fyled conscience, 

File (foil), v.8 Also 5-7 fyle, (fill, fyll). [f. 
FILE 50.7] 

1. trans. + To string upon a thread (0ds.); to 
place (documents) ona file; to place (papers) in 
consecutive order for preservation and reference. 
Also, + to jile together, up (obs.). 

1601 Hotianp Péizy II. 613 Their maner is to bore holes 
through them, and then to file them vp into chains and 
collars. 1625 B. Jonson Staple of NV. 1.1, They .. sort and 
file And read the news and issue them. 1653 H. Cocan tr. 
Pinto’s Trav, xxxvi. 142 At her arm-pits hung a many of 
little idols..filed together. 1682 Grew Azar, Plants Pref. 3 
A Letter .. now filed amongst others in the Custody of the 
Royal Society. 1770 FRANKLIN Wks, (1887) IV. 364 No 
care is taken to file the newspapers. 1865 Dickens JZut. 
fr, 1. ii, Miss Abbey filed her receipts. 

transf. and jig. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 292 
Let not this accusation of Osorius be filed uppe amongst 
1596 SPENSER /. Q. 
Iv. ii. 32 Dan Chaucer..On fames eternal! beadroll worthie 
to be fyled. 1632 MassIncEerR Jad of Hon. WwW. iii, 1 am no 
churchman: Such a one must file it on record. 1647 Fan- 
SHAWE Pastor Fido 187 Thou dost file One Lye upon 
another well, 1753 SHort in P&zl, Yrans, XLVIII. 14 
F. Frisi..files it up, as the sixth of the errors, which he says 
have been discovered in the Principia. 1778 Arminian 
Mag. 1. 201 Lest I should be filed upon that chain. 

b. spec. To place (a document) ina due manner 
among the records of a court or public office ; esp. 


to file a bill (tn Chancery), an information. Also, 
+ to file up (obs.). 


rs11-2 Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 23 § 3 The same accomptes.. 
to be taken and filed up in the Pipe. /éd. § 5 The Kinges 
said lettres missives annexed and fyled to the same Ac- 
comptes. 1529 More Dyadoge 11. Wks. 213/1 He..therwith 
brought in those letters and filed them among the recordes 
of the court. 1677 Lond. Gaz. No. 1211/4 If they do 
not forthwith File and Enter all such their Proceedings. 
1769 BracksTone Cov. 1v. 305 When an information is 
filed. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 80/1 An office copy of 
the executors’ accounts .. filed the first of October, 1774. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) II. 20 Leaving two daughters, 
who. .afterwards filed a bill in Chancery against the trustees. 
1853 Marspen Early Purit. 387 The king .. cancelled the 
judgments filed against him. 1886 Wituiamsin Aycycl. Brit. 
(ed. 9) XX. 342/1 The difference between filing and regis- 
tration is that the documents filed are filed without alteration, 
while only an epitome is usually registered. 

Jig. 1619 Mippieton Juner-Temple Masques Cib, Thy 
faire desires in Vertue’s Court are fil’de. 1742 Younc JVé. 
Th. vil. 502 Let conscience file the sentence in her court. 

+2. To arrange im consecutive order. Ods. 

c1450 Bk. Curtasye 435 in Babees Bk. 313 Gromes palettes 
shyn fyle and make litere. c1470 Harpine Chrov. vit. i, 
In balade thus it shall be made and fyled. 1607 FretcHEeR 
Woman-hater 1. ii, I would have my several courses and 
my dishes well filed. 1676 Grew Anat. Flowers i. § 4 (1682) 
164 Not being filed one just over another but alternately. 


+ 3. To arrange (men, soldiers) in a file, or files. 

1598 Barret Zheor. Warres u. i. 44 The other halfe is to 
be brought vnto the traine of the pikes, and there filed in 
like maner. 1623 Bincuam Xenophon 87 They stood a 
hundred deepe. .filing themselues one opposite to the other. 
1642 Futter Holy & Prof. St. m. xvili. 200 The King of 
Sweden never filed his men above six deep in one company. 
1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. u. § x One man is ranked 
with another, another filed before him, according to the 
quality of his desert. ES ? 

A. intr. To march or move in file. Also with 


away, etc. To file off, ‘to wheel off by files from 
moving in a spacious front, and march in length’ 
(Stocqueler AZZ. Encycl.). 


1616 Bincuam lian’s Tactics xix. 109 notes, The first 
(kind of Rhombe] both filed and ranked, this neither fileth, 
nor ranketh. 1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3914/5 Some of their 
Battalions filed up several steep and narrow Passages. 1704 
Ibid. No. 4054/1 At night they filed and stood to the North- 
ward. 1708 /é7d. No. 4475/3 The Enemy filed off. .towards 
the Thickets. 1749 Fietpinc Tome Fones 1x. ili, This fair 
creature entering the field of battle, immediately filed to 
that wing where [etc.]. 1796-7 Just. § Reg. Cavalry (1813) 
89 The whole divisions then file from their reverse flanks. 
1808 Scorr Mari, 1, xxxi, Till, filing from the gate, he 
past That noble train. 1813 WeLiincTon in Gurw. Desf. 
XI. ror zofe, ‘The French troops shall file 7 tomorrow 

mi 
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morning. 1858 Hawtuorne /». & /¢, Fruds. (1872) I. 70 
A party of Americans filed into his studio. 1876 F. E. 
Troiiore Charming Fellow I. iv. 48 The players file off in 
the wake of the host. 1883 E. E. Hate in Harper's Mag. 
Dec. 145/2 They filed away for the south. 

+ 


To march in line, keep pace with; in 


quot. fig. Obs. ' 

1613 Suaks. //en. VIIT, ut. ii. 171 My endeauors Haue 
euer come too short of my Desires Yet filld [od. edd. 
filed] with my Abilities. 1619 FLetcHer 17. Thomas 1. ii, 
Too light..To fyle with her affections. 

e. U.S. Zo file upon: to march upon, occupy 
(vacant land), 

1879 H. Kine in Scribner's Mag. Nov. 132/ Intervals not 
yet.‘ filed upon’ or ‘opened up’. 

5. ¢vans. To cause or order (soldiers) to file 
Oj}. 
ies. Examiner 338/1 When the soldiers had returned .. 
sie were filed off in four divisions to receive billets for the 
night, 

Hence Filing A//. a. 

1616 Bincuam 4¢lian’s Tactics xix. 110 notes, The filing 
Rhombe began at the front point & reare-point & proceeded 


to the flanks. 
+ File, v.4 slang. Obs. [Cf. Fite sd.5] To 


pick pockets. Also, 7d file a cly. 

arjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew s.v. Tout, Do you Bulk 
and Ill File, if you'll jostle him, I will Pick his Pocket. 
Lbid. s.v. Cly, Filed a Cly, Pickt a Pocket. 

Hence Filer, a pick-pocket. Filing v/. sd., the 
action of the vb. FILE, in comb. //inzg-lay, pocket- 
picking. 

1674 Cotton Compl. Gamntester i. (1680) 5 Filers, Budgies, 
Droppers .. &c... may all pass under the general .. appella- 
tion of Rooks. 1719 D’Urrey Pills III, 100 A filer my 
Sister, a Filcher my Brother. 1743 Fievpine % Wild iv. ii, 
I am committed for the Filing-Lay. 

File, obs. var. of Vinn, Forn sé, 

Filed (feild), aA/. a. [f. Finn v.1+-mp1.] In 
senses of the vb.: chiefly fig. of speech, etc.: 
Polished, smooth, neatly finished off or elaborated ; 
fine (now vave). Also with defining word prefixed 
as fair-filed, true-filed adjs. 

c 1530 Lp. Berners Arth, Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 477 Thy tong 
is fayre fyled. 1548-77 Vicary Axaz. Pref. Verse, That fyled 
phrase. 1570 B. GooGe Pop, Kingda. 1. 22 b, Their eloquence, 
and filed tongue. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physiche 
379/2 Take filed Iron. 1603 KNotLes Hist. Turks (1621) 
328 Wee goe not about with filed speech and rich rewards to 
circumvent thee. 1623 B. Jonson Pref Verses in 1st Fo. 
Shaks., In his well torned, and true-filed lines. 1823 Scotr 
Quentin D. xxx, Thou hast a better filed tongue than either 
Crévecceur orl. 1888 Hastuck Mech. Workshop Handybk. 
87 With regard to finishing filed work. 1892 Nation 4 Aug. 
88/3 Mr. Aldrich’s filed lines. .show his even power. 

File-fish. [f. Fine s).1+ Fisu sd.) +a. =/fik- 
shell (FILE sb... 5). Obs. b. A fish of the genus 
Balistes, having its skin granulated like a file. 

1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist, VII. iv. 61 The latter [kind] are 
called Pholades or File Fish. 1839-47 Topp Cycl. Anat. 
ILI. 977/2 The incisors of the File-fish. 

Filemot (filémpt), a. and sé. Forms: a. 7-8 
feuill(e)mort, (7 fueillemort), f(ijeulamo(r)t, 
fil(1)-amo(r)t, -imot, (8 foliomort), 8-9 fillemot, 
8-filemot, 8. 7 philia-, phylia-, phyllamort, 
7-8 philemort, 7-9 philamot, (8 -mort), -omot, 
9 phil(l)imot. [A corruption of FEUILLEMORTE. ] 

A. adj. =¥EUILLEMORTE a. 

1647 R.Starytton Fuvenxal 98 Her fieulamort old gownes 
he begs. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 247/1 The Wings of 
a Feuill-mort colour, 1698 J. Periver in Pil, Trans. XX. 
334 They are of a Tawny or Phyllamort Colour. 1702 
Lond. Gaz. No. 3835/4 A Feulamort Persian Silk. 1712 
Avpison Sect. No. 265 P 5 One of them was blue, another 
yellow, and another Philomot. 1794 Martyn QRozsseau’s 
Bot. xvii. 239 The leaves fade first to purple, and then to 
feuillemort colour. 1840 Browninc Sorvdello 1. 313 Let 
Vidal change.. His murrey-coloured robe for philamot, And 
crop his hair, 1880 L. WatLace Ben-Hur 177 Each com- 
partment crowded with labelled folios all filemot with age 
and use. 

b. Comb. /ilemot-coloured adj. 

1681 CuetHam Angler's Vade-m. xxxiv. § 8 (1689) 188 
Philomot coloured Mohairs. 1847 James ¥. Marston Hall 
xxvii, A fillemot-coloured cloak lined with light blue. 

B. sd. The name of a colour, viz. that of a dead 
or faded leaf; (may have a plural), 

1655 W. Roxesy in Surtees Misc. (1858) 16, I would have 
it trimmed with a .. philamot or some pretty colour. 1657 
R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 3 Instead of the fresh and lively 
greens. .these [islands] were apparrel’d with Russets, or at 
best Phyliamorts. 1659 LovELace Poemts (1864) 169 Lucasta 
..’stills new life in fields of fueillemort. 1703 M. Martin 
Descr. W. Isl. (1716) 135 It’s of a dark colour, and only 
dyes a Philamot. 1721 Cipper Double Gallant 1, A mottly 
crowd of Blacks, Tawny, Olives, Feulamots, and pale Blues, 
a1745 Swiet Direct. Servants, Footman, The colours you 
ought to wish for are blue, or filemot, turned up with red. 
1841 Brand’s Pop. Antig. Il. 173 The Egyptians [use] 
yellow, or fillemot. 1844 James Agincourt I. 37 His tight- 
fitting hose were of a light philimot, or brownish yellow. 

Filer! (filer). [f. Fire v.1 + -zr!.] One 
who files or works with a file; sfec. one who 
files down gold and silver coin. 

1598 FLorio, Livaro, a filer or maker of files, 1660 
Howe ti Lexicon, A Filer, Zimeur, 1692 LutTreLL Brief 
Rel. (1857) Il. 554 Severall clippers, coinners, and filers 
taken up in the Mint on Sunday last, and sent to Newgate. 
1882 Birm, Weekly Post 24 June 5/5 Gun-action Filers 
wanted. 1884 Birm. Daily Post 23 Feb. 3/5 Spur Filer and 
Finisher wanted. 
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Filer? (fai‘lo:). [f Fire v.3+-zrl.] a. One 
who places something upon a file. b. An apparatus 
for filing or holding papers. 

1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl. (N.Y.) XI. 377 Notice is given 
to the filer of the caveat. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., Filer, 
an office device for holding bills and loose papers, 

Filer ®: see Fiiu v.4 

Filet(e, obs. form of FILLET. 

Filial (filial), z. Also 6 feliall, fyliall, 6-7 
filiall, [ad. late L. fil¢al-ts, f. fild-us son. Cf. F. 


Jilial.] 
1, Of or pertaining to a son or daughter. 
a. Of sentiments, duty, etc.: Due from a child 


toa parent. J%lal fear: see Frar sd. 3 d. 

1393 Lanot. P. Pl. C. 1x. 216 Ys no final [v. » filial] 
loue with pis folke. 1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 
700/1 Christen people receiue the spirit of feliall loue. 1667 
Mixton P. Z. xi. 306 Disciplin’d..from servil fear To filial. 
1759 Rosertson Hist. Scot. I, vit. 494 James had hitherto 
treated his mother with filial respect. 1834 Hr. Martineau 
Demerara xii, Now her filial cares were ended. 1857 H. 
Reep Lect. Eng. Poets 11. xi. 67 The filial piety of her 
children for poor auld Scotland. 

+b. That is the due of a son or daughter. Ods. 

1558 Wills § Inv. N. C, (Surtees) Il. 175, I giue to my 
said Sonne Rob’rt in full contentacion & payment of his 
fyliall porcion..of all my goodes. 1635 QuarLes Zé. u. 
xv. (1718) 12x At length corrected by the filial rod Of his 
offended, but his gracious God. 1795 WytHe Decis. Vir- 
ginia 6 The sum of the plaintiff Mary’s filial portion. 

e. Ofa relation, designation, etc. ; Characteristic 
of a son or daughter. 

1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 150 The primitive Christians 
did. -include this filial title of our Saviour together with his 
names into the compass of one word. _ 

transf. 1874 Stusss Const. Hist. (1875) I. iii. 52 The founda- 
tion of new villages .. standing in a filial relation to the 
original settlement. : 

2. ‘Bearing the character or relation of a son 
or daughter’ (J.). Now only ¢rvansf. and fig. of 
a thing: That is the offspring of something else. 

1667 Mitton P, Z. vi. 722 Thus the filial Godhead answer- 
ing spake. a@17x1 Ken Psyche Wks. 1721 IV. 185 Paternal 
God gave filial God to die. 1718 Prior Celia to Damon 
1o2 Where the old Myrtle her good Influence sheds; Sprigs 
of like Leaf erect their Filial Heads. 1762 tr, Busching’s 
Syst. Geog. 1V. 213 A collegiate-church, to which .. belong 
four other filial churches. 1889 Ties 13 Aug. 3/1 The size 
of the parent seed was reproduced in the filial seed. 

+b. Entertaining the sentiments of a son or 


daughter. Ods. rare. 

1754 RicHArpson Grandisor V. ii. 20 Your ever affectionate 

and filial friend. ‘ 
+e. absol. (quasi-sb.) An off-shoot. Ods. 

1538 Levanp /7ix. (1711) VII. 48 The Body of the Cathedral 
Chyrch [in Carlisle] is of an older Building then the Quyer. 
And yt ys as a Filial deriveid from S. Oswalds fast by 
Pontfreyt. 1762 tr. Busching’s Syst. Geog. IV. 214 This 
church is a filial of the parish of St. Veit. 

Filiality (filijeliti). [f. prec. +-rry. Cf. Fr. 

Jfilialité.| a. The relation of a son or daughter to 
a parent. b. The quality of being filial. 

1615 T. Apams 7wo Sones 70 There are that chalenge 
a filialitie—as the Jewes—‘ we have one Father even God’, 
1633 — Exp. 2 Peter i. 4.75 Infinite good things we par- 
take, if we be sonnes; but all lies in the assurance of this 
filialitie. 1775in Asu. 1829 Jas. Mitt Hum, Mind (1869) 
Il. xiv. 53 Paternity connotes filiality. 18.. R. THomAs in 
Chr. World Pulpit No. 432. 87 Irreligion is as unnatural as 
want of filiality in a child. 

Filially (filiali), adv. [f. as prec. +-Ly 2.] In 
a filial manner ; with filial feeling or affection. 

1613 Br. Hatt Holy Panegyrick 25 There is no seruant of 
God, but feares filially. 1702 C. MatHer Magn. Chr. 1. U1. 
xxx. (1852) 520 His prayers were observable for the. . filially 
familiar strains of them. 1843 GLapsronr Glean. V. i. 37 
Dutiful affection filially accorded to their own [Church]. 

Filialness (filialnés). [f. as prec. +-NzESS.] 
The quality of being filial ; filial affection or con- 


duct. 

1727 in Baitry vol. I]. 1775 in AsH. 1874 Br. Mace in 
Hansard CCXIX. 27 There is something very one-sided in 
this cry for fatherliness from the Bishops when they meet 


with no filialness. 

Filiate (filijet), v. [f med.L. f7/a¢- ppl. 
stem of /i/iare to have a child, f. fz-ws son; see 
-ATE3,] f¢rans, = AFFILIATE v. Zo filiate itself: 
( fig.) to declare its author, 

1791 Hamrson Aen. ¥. Wesley I. 191 The language, in 
several passages, filiates itself. 1824 Examiner 11/2 A young 
girl .. brought .. before a Magistrate, in order to filiate her 
expected offspring. a@1843 SoutrHEy Doctor ccxxxi. (1848) 
624/t Many parts. . bearing so strong a likeness that no one 
can hesitate at filiating them upon the ¢/sissi#zus Luther. 

Hence Fi'liated Af/. a. 

1810 T. Jerrerson H’7it. (1830) IV. 139 On these the 
filiated societies model their opinions. 1839 Baitey Westus 
xix. (1848) 217 The great paternal..fire.. wherein All filiated 
nature ceaseth work. ‘ 


Filiation (filijzi:fen), Also 6 filiacion. [a. 
F. filiation, ad. med.L. filiation-em, n. of action 
f. fil¢are, recorded in sense ‘ to give birth to’, f. L. 
Sili-us son.) 

1. Zheol. The process of becoming, or the con- 
dition of being, a son. 

Many Dicts. have a sense ‘adoption as a son’, illustrated 
by the first of our quots, from Donne, The sense is ety- 
mologically justifiable, and may probably exist ; but quot. 
1628 + seems to show that it was not intended by Donne. 
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axg29 SKELTON Prayers, To the Father 18 The only 
Sonne of God by filiacion. 1628 Donne Sev. vi. (1640) 56 
God hath forgot all these paternities, all these filiations. .all 
these inviscerations of Israel into his owne bosome. /ézd. 
57 God shall forget his former Paternities and our former 
Filiations. 1720 WATERLAND Lzght Serm. 155 Those Ex- 
pressions of Image, or Form of God, relate to Christ’s Son- 
ship or Filiation. 1893 FarrBairn Christ in Mod. Theol. 
491 Continuous incarnation is progressive filiation. 

2. The designating (of a person) as a son; 
ascription of sonship. 

1659 Pearson Creed (1741) 105 After our Saviour’s nomina- 
tion immediately followeth his filiation. P 

3. The fact of being the child of a specified 
parent. Also, a person’s parentage ; ‘ whose son 
one is’. 

1611 SpeEp Hist. Gt, Brit. 1x. xix. § 4 Yee be borne within 
this Land .. and all the three Estates of the Land haue .. 
knowledge of your birth and filiation aforesaid. 1799 Ma- 
LONE in Boswedl’s Yohnson an. 1744, Mr. Cust’s reasoning, 
with respect to the filiation of Richard Savage. 1855 H. 
Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) 11. vin. v. 569 Where the 
monogamous relation makes filiation clear. : 

4. The fact of being descended or derived, or 
of originating from; descent, transmission /vom. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 323 The resemblance .. by no 
means evinces the filiation of the latter from the former. 
1850 Merivace Rom. Enzp. (1865) 1. Pref. 13 The..institu- 
tions of modern Europe are derived by more direct filiation 
from those of Rome. 1874 Manarry Soc. Life Greece vii. 
199 The filiation of Aristophanes’ comedies from these 
choruses, 

5. The relation of one thing to another from 
which it may be said to be descended or derived ; 


position in a genealogical classification. 

1794 Kirwan Zin. I, p. xv, The intricate filiation and 
connection of these productions. 1859 Darwin Orig. Sfec. 
xiv. (1873) 371 And would give the filiation and origin of 
each tongue. 1864 H. Spencer /dlusty. Univ. Progr. 131 
This he asserts to be the true filiation of the sciences. — 

6. Formation of branches or offshoots; chiefly 


concr., a branch or offshoot of a society or lan- 


guage. 

1777 W. DatrymrLe Trav. ve § Port, 110 The order of 
Alcantara was instituted a filiation of Calatrava, 1814 
Berincton Lit. Hist. Mid. Ages v. (1846) 231 The northern 
dialects .. were filiations from one Common Stock. 1832 
Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 65 The democratical party, with 
their numerous filiations, in the towns. 1890 J.T. FowLer 
Cistercian Statutes 5 That great system of filiation and 
visitation which went so far to make up what has been 
called the ‘ Cistercian idea’. 

= AFFILIATION 3. @¢. and fig. 

1561 in Child-Marriages (E. E. T.S.) 86 Margaret Wilkin- 
son came to the Vicar of Budworth with a filiacion. 1839 
Lp. Broucuam States. Geo. [/I (ed. 2) 60 A mandamus to 
the Justices to make an order of filiation upon a foreign 
ambassador’s secretary. 

Jig. 379% BosweLt Fohnson an. 1761, The filiation of a 
literary performance is difficult of proof. 1887 SAINTSBURY 
Hist. Elizab. Lit. xii. (1890) 448 The direct filiation of 
euphuism on Spanish originals is no doubt erroneous. 

Filibeg (filibeg). Sc. Also 8 philebeg, 8-9 
philabeg, -ibeg, fillibeg, feilbeg, 9 philiberg, 
phillibeg. [ad. Gael. fecleadh-beag the kilt of 
modern shape, f. fez/eadh a fold, plait + deag little, 
as distinguished from /ez/eadh-mor the large kilt of 
primitive form.] A kilt. 

1746 Act 19-21 Geo. I/, c. 39 § 17 The..philebeg, or little 
kilt. Lhe Pennant Zour Scot, I. (1790) 211 The feil beg, 
i. e. little plaid, also called kelt .. isa modern substitute for 
the lower part of the plaid. 1773 Jounson Lett. to Mrs, 
Thrale 24 Sept., Old Malcolm in his filibeg. 1794 Burns 
Folly Beggars, Fohn Highlandman, His philabeg and 
tartan plaid. 1828 Lanpor Jag. Conv. ILI. 203 Persian 
robes and Scotch phillibegs. 

Filibuster (fi'libzstor), s>. Forms: 6 flibutor, 
8-9 flibustier, 9 filibustier, fillibuster, fili- 
buster. [The ultimate source is certainly the 
Du. vribuiter, in Kilian wri7-bueter (see FREE- 
BooTER). It is not clear whether the 16th 
c. Eng. form /tbutor, of which we have only 
one example, was taken from Du. directly or 
through some foreign lang. Late in the 18th c. 
the F. form /bustier was adopted into Eng., and 
continued to be used, with occasional variations of 
spelling, until after the middle of the present 
century. About 1850-54, the form /i/dbuster, ad. 
Sp. jilzbustero, began to be employed as the desig- 
nation of certain adventurers who at that time were 
active in the W. Indies and Central America ; and 
this has now superseded the earlier /27bustzer even 
with reference to the history of the 17th c. 

The mutual relation of the forms is involved in obscurity. 
It is possible that the corruption of /77- into /77- may be due 
to the influence of the word Fiysoat (Du. véieboot, whence 
F. flibot, Sp. flibote); but against this it may be urged that 
in our first quot. the word seems to be applied to marauders 
onland. In Fr, the form /rzéustier(which may bea corruption 
of Eng. /reebooter) occurs in Du Tertre Hist. des Ant-Isles 
(1667) III. 151; but /2bustier is app. first recorded in A. O. 
Oexmelin (Esquemeling) Hist. des Avanturiers (1686); this 
writer says that it comes from the Eng. /7ébuster ‘corsair’ 5 
in the earlier ed. of the work in Dutch (1678) the word does 
not occur. It is possible on the one hand that the corrupt 
form of the Du. word may be of Eng. origin, and may have 
been taken into F. from its use in the Eng. colonies in the 
W. Indies; or, on the other hand, that the F. form arose in 
the European wars of the 16th c., and is the immediate 
source of Garrard’s /7ibutor, In any case the insertion of 


FILIBUSTER. 


the s probably originated in Fr. as a mere sign of vowel- 
length, though from the Dictionnaire de Trévoux we learn 
that the s was already pronounced in 1704. In the Dic?, 
étymologigue of Ménage (who died in 1692), s.v. /2zbo0t, the 
form _/7z6utier occurs, with the explanation (doubtless erro- 
neous) ‘celui qui gouverne un_/7zbot’, The Sp. ftlibustero 
is presumably ad. F._/Zzbustier.] 

+1. gen. =FREEBOOTER. Obs. rare—}. 

a1587 GarrarD Arte Warre (1591) 236 Such..as bring 
wares to the campe, he [the High Marshall of the Field] 
must take order that they be courteously. .vsed..procuring 
them a conuoy..to the intent they may..remaine. satisfied, 
without suspect of being robbed .. of theeues and flibutors, 
Ibid. 154 Clearing .. the hye wayes .. from fleebooters. 

2. spec. a. One of a class of piratical adventurers 
who pillaged the Spanish colonies in the West 
Indies during the 17th c. 

1792 BurKE Heads for Consid. Wks. VII. 93 The Fli- 
bustiers..about a century back..brought..calamities upon 
the Spanish colonies. 1822-56 Dre Quincey Confess, (1862) 
6 This .. man is a buccaneer, a pirate, a flibustier. 

b. A member of any of those bands of adven- 
turers who between 1850 and 1860 organized expe- 
ditions from the United States, in violation of 
international law, for the purpose of revolutionizing 
certain states in Central America and the Spanish 
West Indies. 

1854 Lowett Camb. 30 VY. Ago Prose Wks. 1890 I. 85 He 
who was ordained to-day might .. accept a colonelcy of fili- 
busters to-morrow. 1855 THoreau Lefé. in Atlantic Mo. 
{1893) LX XII. 744/1 The gold-diggers and the Mormons, 
the slaves and the slaveholders and the flibustiers. 1856 
Wuirtier Panorama, Haschish ix, A raving Cuban fili- 


buster ! 

attrib. 1857 Gen. P. TuHomrson Audi Alt. I. ii. 6 To 

avoid a collision with the filibuster power [i. e. the U.S.A]. 

ce. In wider sense: One who resembles a ‘ fili- 
buster’ (sense a or b) in his actions; now ésf. one 
who engages in unauthorized and irregular warfare 
against foreign states. 

1860 W. G. CLark Vac. Tour 31 The contrast which these 
filibusters [Garibaldians] presented to the royal troops was 
exceedingly striking. 1863 Draver /ytedl. Devel. Europe 
iv. (1865) 95 The Greek colonists were filibusters; they seized 
by force the women wherever they settled. f 

d. zonce-use. A vessel employed in filibustering ; 
a pirate craft. 

1860 Mortey Netherd. (1868) Il. xviii. 455 The coast of 
.. Dunkirk swarmed with their. .craft, from the flybooter or 
filibuster of the rivers to the larger armed vessels. 

3. U.S. One who practises obstruction in a legis- 
lative assembly: see FILIBUSTER v. 2. 

1889 Boston (Mass.) Fri. 14 Jan. 2/2 A humiliating ‘treaty’ 
with a single determined filibuster. 

Filibuster (filibz:star), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. intr. To act as a filibuster. 

1853 Loner. in Lz/é (1891) II. 247 Youths. .rather inclined 
to filibustering in Cuba. 1862S. Lucas Secularia 135 He 
prayed with fervour as he went fillibustering. 

b. quasi-trans. Also trans. To subject to the 
methods of a filibuster. 

1862 B, Taytor Home & Abr. Ser. 1. ii. 67 When the in- 
mates [of a prison] have enjoyed a satisfactory period of rest 
and seclusion, they join in companies, and fillibuster their 
way out. 1887 L. OLirHant Zfisodes 122, I was. .endeavour- 
ing to filibuster a constituency. 

2. U.S. To obstruct progress in a legislative as- 
sembly ; to practise obstruction. 

1882 Sir M. H. Beacu in Standard 24 Mar. 3/2 The 
objectionable practices of ‘filibustering ’ and ‘stone-walling’, 
1885 Boston {Mass.) Frnul. 20 Feb. 2/3 Ex-Confederates 
Filibuster to Prevent a Vote on the Bill. ’ 

Hence Filibu'stering v//. sd., also attrib. and 
ppl.a.; also Filibu'sterer, one who filibusters. 

1856 Zazt’s Mag. XXIII. 433 They are willing to find 
a safety valve for a portion of their filibusterers and loafers. 
1856 Gentil. Mag. New Ser. I. 111/21 ‘The President has 
recognised Walker, the filibustering chief of Nicaragua. 
1857 Gen. P. Tuompson Audi Alt. I, xxiv. 89 America has 
long been engaged in two courses of avowed and notable in- 
justice, ‘filibustering’ and slave-dealing. /ézd., Nobody would 
look. .for economy..to a filibustering nation. 1859 JEPHSON 
Brittany ii. 14 Palmy days of. .filibustering prosperity. 1885 
Times (weekly ed.) 23 Jan. 1/2 A flibustering expedition to 
Cuba is being prepared. 1888 Bryce Ammer. Comma. 1.1.x. 
137, Systematic obstruction, or, as it is called in America, 
‘filibustering’. 1893 Codzmbus (Ohio) Dispatch 5 Dec., He 
found that the men .. were high-minded, law-abiding citizens 
instead of filibusterers. : 

Filibusterism (filibs:storiz’m). [f Frt- 
‘BUSTER sd, +-18SM.] The practice of filibustering ; 
inclination to, or tendency to support, filibustering. 

1862 J. Spence Asner, 74 Filibusterism is another branch 
of the same tree [as Repudiation]. 1880 American XII. 361 
Filibusterism had excited the troubles. 

Filibusterous (filibu-steras). _ [f. as prec. + 
-ous.] Resembling the conduct of a filibuster. 

1883 S¢. Fames’s Gaz. 19 Apr. 3 It would be hard to say 
why that was a design less filibusterous than the occupation 
of New Guinea. 1890 Sat. Rev. 19 July 64/2 In a manner 
gallant but slightly filibusterous—the word deserves coinin 
—he broke down the resistance of the Mexicans. . 

Filical (filikal), a [f. L. filic-, filix fern + 
-AL.] Of or pertaining to ferns. 

1835 LinpLey /xtrod, Bot. (1848) II. 93 The Filical alli- 
ance, consisting of vascular Acrogens. 

Filicauline (filikd:loin), a. [f. L. f7iz-, filum 
thread + cau/-em stalk +-INE.] Having a thread- 
like stem. 1884 in Syd, Soc. Lex. 
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Filicide! (filisoid). [f. L. fid-us, filia son, 
daughter + -cIDE: see -cCIDEI.] One who kills a 
son or daughter ; a slayer of his own child. 

1823 Douglas III. xx. 267 Fearful of being discovered by 
the intended filicide. 1848 LoweLt Fadle for Critics Poet. 
Wks. (Moxon) 365, I told how it [the aloe] .. discharging its 
pistil .. shot The botanical filicide dead on the spot. 

FPilicide ? (filissid). [f. as prec.: see -cIDE 2.] 
The action of killing a son or daughter. 

1665 J. Wess Stone-Heng (1725) 217 Homicide, Filicide, 
Fratricide. 1839 F. Baruam Adamus Exul. 47 Let not the 
race Of mortal men. . Utterly perish, thro’ our filicide, 1879 
A, E. Sprout in Boston Herald 3 May, Additional details 
of the Pocasset filicide are given below. — 

Hence Filici-dal a. concerned with the slaughter 
of sons and daughters. 

1852 J. B. Owen in Ld. Jngestre’s Meliora \. 133 His ruin 
realized the filicidal fable of Saturn. ’ 

Filiciform (filissifpmm), a [f. L. filic-, filix 
fern + -(1)ForRM.] Having the form of a fern; 
fern-shaped. 

1846 in SMart Swpd., and in mod. Dicts. 

Filicoid (filikoid),a.andsd. [f.as prec. +-oID.] 

A. adj, Resembling a fern. 

1847 in Craic. 1876 Pace Adv. Text-bk. Geol. xiv. 268 

The same gigantic coniferous and filicoid plants are found. 
B. sb. A plant having the appearance of a fern. 

1847 in Craic, ‘ ; 

Filicology (filikglodzi). [f. L. fléc- filix fern 
+ Gr. -Aoyia discoursing: see -(0)LoGy.] The 
science or study of ferns. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Filiety (filoiseti). rave. [ad. late L. fildetat-em 
sonship, f. fz/zs son.] = FILIATION 2. 

1851 Mitt Logic (ed. 3) I. 1. ii. § 7. 45 The concretes, father 
and son, have, or might have, the abstracts, paternity, and 
filiety, or filiation, 

Filife: see FIVE-LEAF. 

Filiferous (foili'féras), a. [f. L. f7l-am thread 
+-(1)FEROUS.] Bearing or provided with thread- 
like parts. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingda. (ed. 4) 61 The presence 
of a prehensile apparatus of filiferous capsules. 1846 DANA 
Zooph. (1848) 513 Cells. . filiferous within. 

Filiform (foilifgim), a. [f. as prec. + -(1)FoRM, 
cf. F. filiforme.| Having the form of a thread; 
thread-like. 

1757 Puttney in Phil. Trans. 1. 66 The style is filiform. 
1811 Pinkerton Pefrad. II. 310 The amorphous lava.. 
sprinkled with filiform crystals of felspar. 1887 Ruskin 
Preterita 11. 152 This [inlet] was crossed. .by the delicatest 
of filiform suspension bridges. : 

Hence Fi‘liformed ///. a. in same sense. 

1851 Darwin Cirripedia I. 9, I distinctly saw a long fili- 
formed organ, bearing excessively fine hairs in lines. 

Filigrane (filigréin), sd. Forms: a. 7-9 
filigrain(e, fillagreen, (7 filagram, fil’gran, 
filegreen, filograin, 8 filagrain, -green), 8 fili- 
green, filligrane, -grean, -green, 8— filigrane. 
8. 7 philigrin, 7-8 philagrain, -green, -grin. 
[a. Fr. fligrane (in 17th c. often -g7amme), ad. It. 
Jitigrana, ft. L. filum thread and granum grain. ] 

1. =FILicREE sé, 1. 

1668 Lapy CuAwortu in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 
App. v.10 A cabinet of cristall and philigrin. @ 1680 BuTLER 
Rent. (1759) 1. 183 As if it had been wrought in Filograin. 
1682 Lond, Gaz. No. 1721/1 Coco-nut Cups set in Fillagreen. 
1713 Phil. Trans. XXVIII. 226 Their Embroiderers work 
in Filigreen very curiously. 1794 W. Compe Boydell’s 
Thames I. 90 ‘Yaste has run into the contrary extreme of 
frippery and filigrane. 1850 Loner. Blind Girl of Castel- 
Cuillé iii. 68 The crown of filigrane suspended from the low- 
arched portal. 

b. transf. esp. of architectural ornament. 

1727 BravLey Fam. Dict.s.v. Caramel, The Sugar thickens 
and. .a kind of curious Filigreen or Net-work, will be form’d. 
1762-71 H. WaLroLe Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) I. 194 
For airy towers of almost filigraine we have none to be 
compared with those of Rheims. 1775 — Let. to Sir H. 
Mann 22 Apr., Adam, our most admired, is all gingerbread, 
filigraine, and fan-painting. 

2. attrib, = FILIGREE 2. 
= FILIGREE-WORK. 

1680 AsHMoLE Diary 358 A gold chain .. composed .. of 
philagreen links in great knobs. 1687 E. Browne Trav. 
(ed. 2) 147 A curious Filegrane Handkerchief, and two fair 
Filegrane Plates. @1689 A. Benn Novels (1722) II. 194 
This case shall be .. like those delicate ones of Filligrin 
Work, which ‘do not hinder the sight. 1690 Songs Costume 
(Percy Soc.) 194 In filgran casset. 1696 tr. Dz Mont’s Voy. 
Levant x, 122 A golden Sun of Filagram- Work. 1710 STEELE 
Tatler No. 245 P2 A small Cabinet..in which were. .several 
Filagrain Curiosities. 1715 tr. MZad. D’ Anois’ Whs. 416 All 
in large Flaskets of Filagreen Gold. 1742 Mrs. Detany 
Autobiog. (1861) Il. 169 A fine present in a large filligrane 
silver box. 1753 HoGartu Anal, Beauty viii. 96 The great 
number of its filligreen ornaments. 1786 tr. Beckford’s 
Vathek (1823) 67 Drawing from a fillagreen urn, a parch- 
ment. 1847 AnsteD Anc. World viii. 144 Their edges appear 
like golden filigrane-work, 

+ Filigrane, v. Ols. =Finicrer v. Hence 
+ Filigraned 7/. a. 

1690 Evetyn Fof’s Dict., Fil-grain’d, Dressing-boxes .. 
or whatever else is made of silver wire-work. 

Filigree, filagree (fi'ligr7, -agr?), sd. Forms: 
a. 7-9 fillagree, 8-9 filligree, 7— filagree, 9 
filigree. 8. 8 phillagree, phil(l)igree, -grew. 
[Abbreviated from filigree: see FILIGRANE. ] 

l. ‘Jewel work of a delicate kind made with 


Also filigrane-work 
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threads and beads, usually of gold and silver’ 
(Zucycl. Brit.). 

1693 Everyn Diary 13 July, A cabinet of silver fillagree. 
1721 Lond. Gaz. No. 6014/3 Fine chac’d Philigrew and Hous- 
hold-Plate. 1789 Mrs. Piozzt Fourn. France 1.118 FKar-rings 
of silver fillagree finely worked. 1821 Byron ¥av u1. Ixiil, 
Gold cups of filigree, 1821 Scorr Aexi/w. vi, A beautiful 
Venetian mirror, in a frame of silver filigree. 

transf. 1873 Browninc Red Cott. Nt.-cap 69 Palace-panes 
Pinholed athwart their windowed filagree By twinklings 
sobered from the sun outside. 

b. The art of making this work. 

1800 Spirit Pub. Friis, (1801) 1V.366 Having her daughters 
taught French and filagree. 

2. attrib. (= made of, or worked in, filigree) ; 
also filigree glass (see quot.), FILIGREE-WworK. 

1747 H. WaLrote Let. to Conway 8 June, It is set in 
enamelled meadows, with phillagree hedges. 1779 Forrest 
Voy. N. Guinea 299 Goldsmiths, who make filligree buttons. 
1797 Mrs. Rapc.irFe /taliaxz xi, Enclosed within a filigree 
screen of gold, lay the image of the saint. 1803 Gent. J/ag. 
in Spirit Pub. Frils. (x804) VII. 44 Fillagree tea-caddies. 
1843 Lytton Last Bar. u. ii, A collar or necklace of uncut 
jewels set in filagree gold. 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. Comme. 
264 Filigree glass .. consisted of spirally-twisted white and 
coloured enamel glasses, cased in transparent glass. 1886 
SHELDON tr. /laubert’s Salanimbé 4 Gold filigree baskets 
containing flowers. 

Filigree (fi'ligrz), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
ornament with filigree work, to work in filigree. 
Hence Filigreed p//. a. 

183r TreLawny Adv. Younger Son \vi, A little filagreed 
basket of fruit. 1847 Vazt’s Mag. XIV. 383 Vestiges of 
pre-Adamite existence found filagreed into fossils, or intag- 
lioed on stones, 1872 ‘Mark ‘T'watn’ /znoc. Abr. xiv. 95 
A_domed and filagreed white temple..burst upon us. 

Filigree-wo:rk. [f. Fmicrue sd. + Work.] 

1. Work in filigree. 

1773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 433 A thick board cut through 
like filligree-work. 1848 Lyrron Harold 1, i, An uncut 
jewel, set in Byzantine filagree work. 

Jig. 1818 Haziitrr Eng. Poets iv.96 The Rape of the Lock 
. the most exquisite specimen of filigree work ever invented. 

2. transf. Stone-work resembling filigree. 

1790 Pennant Londox (1813) 94 Quatre-foils of philligree- 
work, 1857 H. Mitier Zest. Rocks i. 38 Columns of an 
elder Alhambra, roughened with. .exquisite filagree work. 

Filiism. nxonce-wd. [f. L. fili-us +-1sm; after 
Neportsm.] Undue partiality for one’s own son. 

1823 in Examiner 681/2 The filzis7z and secretaryisnt of 
the Earl of Eldon here are as great evils as nepotism ever 
was in Rome. 

Filing (foilin), vd/. 5d... [f. Finn v.14+-1ne 1] 

1. The action of Fizz v.1 Zt. and jig. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xlv. (1495) 568 The 
powdre that fallyth fro the yren wyth fylynge. 1557 RecorDE 
Whetst. Bij b, The filyng, sharpenyng, and quickenyng of 
the witte. 1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 53 An Instrument 
of great use for flat Filing. 1694-5 Perys Let. 10 Jan. in 
Academy (1890) 9 Aug. 111/1 Our Friend’s Learning. , wants 
a little fileing. 

attrib, 1774 Foote Cozeners 1. Wks. 1799 II. 147 The 
clipping and filing affair compels him to keep a little private. 


2. concr. usually Z/. One of the particles rubbed 


off by the action of the file. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R.xv1. iv. (Tollem, MS.), The 
vilynge of golde take in mete. 1591 Percivay Sf, Dict., 
Limaduras, the tilings. 1646 Sir'T. Browne Pseud. Ef. 11. 
xxii. 165 For medicall uses, wee take downe the filings of Iron 
orsteele. 166x Lovety Hist. Anim. § Min. 79 The filings of 
the foremost hoofes given with water help the frettings in 
Horses, 1772 Priestiey in Pranklin's Wks. (1887) 1V. 489 
A mixture of iron filings and brimstone. 1812 Sir H. Davy 
Chem. Philos. 259 Filings of copper are usually employed. 
1855 Mirman Lai. Chr. (1864) IL. 11. vii. 154 The minutest 
filings from the chains of St. Peter. 

3. Comb., as filing-block, a block of wood 
grooved to hold small rods or bars while being filed; 
filing-machine (see quot.) ; filing-pin, a piece of 
hard wood used in silver manufacture to file against. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 843/1 *Wiling-block. .* Filing- 
machine, x. A machine used in the mint to reduce the weight 
of coin planchets, when above the standard..2, A machine in 
which a file is mounted as a jig-saw; or to reciprocate ina 
manner similar to that of a file‘in the hands of a workman. 


Filing, 2//.sd.2 [f. Firm v.2] The action of the 


vb. FILE ; *} covcr. excrement. 

1340 Hamroie Pr. Consc. 2345 Now er bai made foule and 
ely Thurgh fylyng of bair syn anly. c1460 Urbanitatis 52 
in Babees Bk. (1868) 14 Kepe by hondys fayre & welle Fro 
fylynge of the towelle. 16.. Childe Waters in Evans O, 3. 
(t784) II. xxxv. 213 And take her up in thine armes twaine, 
For filing of her feete, @162z2 R. Hawkins in //awkins's 
Vay. (1878) 196 Nor in any of their nestes, was to be found 
.. the filing of any fowle. 

Filing (foilin), 007. sd.3 [f. Fire v.3+-1ne1.] 
The action of Fixe v.23; an instance of this. a. 
The action of putting a document on a file. b. 


Mil, The action of forming a file or files. ‘ 
a. x72 ArsuTunot John Bulli. xi, Fees. .for enrollings, 
exemplifications .. filings of words. 1888 Law Times 
LXXXV. 132/2 The filing by a debtor of his own petition. 
b. 1796 Justr. & Reg. Cavalry (1813) 8 Filings, formings, 
and in general the movements of manceuvre. 1832 Regud. 
Instr. Cavalry ui. 9 Filing is an operation of the squadron. 


+ Fi-liole 1. Ods. Forms: a. 4 fylyole, 5 fe- 
lyole. £8. 6 fyall, -ell, phioll. [a. OF. f/oele, 
-elle, fillole, also fiole, -lle, fyole, app. a column, 
turret.] ? A column, turret, or pinnacle. 


13.. £. E. Aliit. P. B. 1462 ie coperounes of be canacles 
Wes fetysely formed out in fylyoles longe. ?¢1475 Sgn 


FILIOLE, 


lowe Degre 835 Your curtaines of camaca, all in folde, Your 
felyoles all of Golde. 1501 Douctas Pal. Hon, ul. xvi, 


Pinnakillis, Fyellis, Turnpekkis .. Gilt birneist torris. 1513 
— Aineis xu. Prol. 71 Euery fyall, fane, and stage. 
+ Filiole 2. Ods—1 In 6 filliole. [a. OF. 


(and mod. dial. Fr.) jilliole (Fr. jfillewle):—L. 
Jiliola, dim. of félia daughter.] A god-daughter. 

15.. Wyse Chylde & Emp. Adrian (W. de W., repr. 1860) 
14 It were synne to take his cosynne vnto wyfe .. or his 
filliole, or ony of his lygnage. 


Filionymic (filijonimik). vave. [f. L. fili-us 
son; after Parronymic.] A name derived from 
that of a son. 

1870 Luppock Orig. Civiliz. ix. 316 The Rejangs among 
whom the filionymic is not so common, 

| Filioque (filijakwz). [L.] The word (= 
‘and from the Son’) inserted in the Western ver- 
sion of the Nicene creed to assert the doctrine of 
the procession of the Holy Ghost from the Son as 
well as from the Father, which is not admitted by 
the Eastern Church. Also aétrid., as filioque 
clause, question. 

1876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 90 With reference to 
the ‘ Filioque’ clause, ‘One branch of the Church Catholic 
affirms on this point, whilst the other declines to affirm’, 
Ibid. 239 The ‘ Filioque’ question, 

Filip, obs. form of FILLIP. 

|| Filipendula (filipendivla). Ods. exc. as 
botanical Latin. Also 6 philypendula. [mod. 
L. fem. of /frlépendulus hanging by a thread, f. 
Silum thread + pendulus hanging, f. pendere to 
hang. Cf. Fr. filzpendule.] The drop-wort (Spzrea 
Lilipendula). 

? 1540 tr. Vigo’s Lyttel Practyce A iij/2 Rotes of Phily- 
pendula, 1548 Turner Names of Herbs, Oenanthe is called 
boeth of the Herbaries and of al our countrey men Fili- 
pendula. 1655 Mouret & Bennet Health's [miprov. (1746) 
364 What Shepherd is ignorant that his Flock feedeth upon 
Filipendula, Daisies [etc.]? 1706 in Puittips (ed. Kersey). 

_ Pilipendulous (filipe:ndiz/les), a. [f, mod.L. 

filipendul-us (see prec.) + -ous.] Hanging or 

having the appearance of hanging by a thread. 

no in WesSTER. 1889 in WacsTAFFE Jayne's Med, 
ict, 

Filizar, -er, obs. ff. of FILACER, -ZER. 

Fill (fil), sd. For forms see the vb. Also 4 
folle, south. volle. [OE. fyllo, fyllu fem.=OHG. 
(ulli fem. (MHG., ville, Ger. fille fem.), ON. fylir 
(fvllé) fem. (Da. fylde masc. and fem., Sw. Sylle 
neut.), Goth. (zfar)fulled:—OTeut. *f/ullin-, n. of 
state f. *fu//o- FuLu a. But in Eng. the word has, 
from similarity of sound, always been associated 
with the vb. Finn, Senses 2-4 strictly belong to 
a distinct word, f. the vb.] 

1. A full supply of drink or food; enough to 
satisfy want or desire. Since OE. only in 40 
drink, eat, have, take, etc. one's fill, Const. of; 
also in apposition to 067. 

Beowulf 562 (Gr.) Nes hie dere fylle zefean hzfdon. 
c893 K. AitrreD Ovos. u. iv. § 8 Drinc nu @ine fylle. 
e1175 Lamb. Hom. 53 Vo eten hire fulle. cx12zz0 Bestiary 
485 Fret hire fille. «1300 Cursor M7. 3536 (Cott.) Lang es 
sipen I ete my fill. 14.. Sir Bewes (MS. M.) 2473 Of that 
water he dranke his fyl. 1508 Fisuer Wks, (1876) 234 He 
coude not haue his fyll of pesen and oke cornes, 1549-62 
Srernnotp & H. Ps. civ. 259 Beastes of the mountaynes 
thereof drinke their fils. 16x Biste Devt. xxiii. 24 Thou 
mayest eate grapes thy fill. 1697 Drypen Virg. Past. x, 114 
Away, my goats, away: for you have browz’d your fill. 1810 
Scort Lady of L.1.i, The stag at eve had drunk his fill. 
1817 SHELLEY Revolt of [slam vu. xix, She sucked her fill 
even at this breast. 

transf. and fig. ¢1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 51 Hie hadden 
be fulle of wurldes richeise. ¢ 1340 Cursor M. 23547 (Trin.) 
Vche mon shal haue pe folle of al pat he aftir wilne wolle. 
1551 Crow ey Pleas. & Pain 615 Of blysse or of payne they 
shall haue theyr fyll. 1611 Biste Prov. vii. 18 Let vs take 
our fill of loue vntill the morning. 1653 Hotcrorr Procopius 
1. 6 Having had their fill of mourning. 1775 Jounson Lett, 
to Mrs. Thrale (1788) I. cxx. 259 The hay..to-day has its 
fill of sunshine, 1821 SHELLEY Adonazs vii, He takes his 
fill Of deep and liquid rest. 1861 Hucurs Tom Brown at 
Oa, Introd. (1889) x He was having his fill of hunting. 

b. Hence used with intransitive vbs. as an ad- 
verbial phrase : ‘to (his) heart’s content’. 

c 1300 Havelok 954 Pe children..with him leykeden here 
fille. c1340 Cursor M. 10475 (Trin.) Pere she my3te sorwe 
hir fille. ¢ 1400 A7edayne 213 They had foughten thaire fill. 
1548 UDALL, etc. Evasm. Par. Fohn xix. 113 That ye may 
looke your fyl upon hym, 1642 H. More Song of Sov# 1. 
ut. xliii, They danc’d their fills. 1770 Gray in Corr, NV. 
Nicholls (1843) 107 Talk your fill to me and spare not, 1808 
Scott Marm. v1. xv, Let my boy-bishop fret his fill. 1866 
Mrs. Gasket Wives §& Dau. xi. (1867) 119 She burst 
into a passion of tears, and cried her fill. 

2. A quantity sufficient to fill a receptacle or 
empty space; a filling, charge. /¢. and fig. 

1555 Ludlow Churchw. Acc. (Camden) 62 Paid for a fylle 
of tymber..x. d. 1849 Grore Greece 1. Ixxiv. (1862) VI. 473 It 
imparted to her a second fill of strength. 188x STEVENSON 
Virgin. Puerisg. 102 If there is a fill of tobacco among the 
crew..pass itround. 1884 Eisster Mod. High Explosives 
265 The earth and clay for the fill were obtained from Fruit- 
vale, 

b. An embankment to fill up a gully or hollow. 

1884 Lisbon (Dakota) Stay 18 July, The fill will be 150 
feet long, 1887 M. Roperts Western Avernus 71 They 
made a ‘fill’ or embankment eighty feet high. 
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3. The action of filling (esp. a cup or glass). Zé. 


and fig. rare. 

@1732 T. Boston in Spurgeon Tveas. Dav. Ps. Ixxxi. p. 10 
A fill proposed and offered to empty sinners. ax810 
TANNAHILL Poenzs (1846) 68 I'll treat you wi’ a Highland 
gill, Though it should be my hindmaist fill. 

4. +Ofariver: The point at which its stream is 
filled, the head-waters ; in quot. opposed to fad. 
Hence ¢vansf. in proverbial use, WVetther fill nor 

fall: neither head nor tail, not a trace (dza/.). 

1622 Drayton Poly-olb, xix. (1748) 333 A stream, that 
from the fill to fall, Wants nothing that a flood should be 
adorn’d withal. 1887 Kent Gloss.s.v., ‘My old dog went off 
last Monday, and I can’t hear neither fill-nor-fall of him.’ 

+ Fill (fil), sd.2 Obs. exc. dial. Also 6 phil, 
7 fil. [var. of THrLu.] 

1. 7. The thills or shafts of a cart. szmg. The 
pair of shafts, ‘the space between the shafts ’ (J.). 

1606 Suaxs. Ty. § Cv mt. ii. 48 And you draw backward 
weele put you i’th fils. 1632 RowLey Wom:an never V. iii, 
I will Give you the fore Horse place, and I wilbe in the Fill’s. 
1707 Mortimer usb. 164 This Mule being put in the Fill 
ofa Cart.. ran away. 1755 in JOHNSON. 

2. Comb., as fill-horse = shaft-horse. 

1596 Suaks, Merch. V.11. ii. 100 Thou hast got more haire 
on thy chin, then Dobbin my philhorse has on his taile. 
1648 Herrick Hesfer. (1844) II. 38 Some cross the fill-horse. 
1695 Kennett Par. Anti. Gloss. s. v. Pullanus, The horse 
which goes in the rods is commo[n]ly called the fillar, and 
the fill-horse. @1825 in Forsy Voc, £, Anglia. 


Fill (fil), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. filled (fild). 
Forms: 1 fyllan, 2 fellen, 3-5 full(e(n, fille(n, 
(3 felen, 4 south. velle), 4-6 fyll(e, 3- fill. [ME. 
Sullen(ti) :—OE. fyllan = OF ris. fullia, fella, OS. 
Sullian (Du. vullen), OHG. fullen (MHG. viillen, 
Ger. fiillen), ON. fylla (Sw. fylla, Da. fylde), Goth. 
Sulljan:—OTeut. *fulljan, f. *fullo- Foun a.] 

I. To make full. 

1. To supply with as much as can be held or 
contained; to put or pour something into (a re- 
ceptacle) till no more can be received. Also, zo 


fill full. Const. +mid, tof (= OE. genitive), with. ° 


a. in material sense. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps. 1xxx{i]. 10 Ontyn binne mud and ichine teala 
fylle! c1160 Hatton Gosp, Luke xv. 16 Da 3e-wilnede he 
his wambe fellen of bam bean-coddan be pa swin zten. 
e1z05 Lay. 20507 Me feolden heom (scipene] mid folke. 
c12z50 Gex. & Ex. 1225 A fetles wid water fild. c1320 
Cast, Love 731 A welle pat..fullep pe diches a-boute pe 
wal. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 204 That o kist Of fine golde.. 
anone he filde full. cx1440 Carcrave Life St. Kath. v. 1962 
Of laumpes hangynge..ffilt with pat oyle, 1599 Marston 
Sco. Villanie u. vii. 205 That they their paunch may fill 
with Irus blood. 1645 RutTHEerrorp J7ryal & Tri, Faith 
(1845) 11 Jesus Christ..was full of grace a vessel filled to 
the lip. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. ut. 283 Who fill'd the 
Pail with Beestings of the Cow. 1875 Jowetr Plato (ed. 2) 
I. 249 At the tale of pity my eyes are filled with tears. 1886 
D.C. Murray Cynic Fortune vi, The broken .. gentleman 
. filling his pockets with fairy bank-notes. 

b. in immaterial sense. 

a 1000 Andreas 523 (Gr.) He... wuldres fylde beorhtne bold- 
welan. c1200 7772. Coll. Hom. 117 Pe holi gost com uppen 
pe apostles and filde ful pat hus bere hie inne seten. @ 1300 
Cursor M. 852 (Cott.) God..fild bis werld al wit his grace. 
13.. Poems fr. Vernon MS. 71 Ffullyng hem of pi fatnesse 
Of inward saunctite. c 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 27 Of grace 
my pou3t pou fille. 1471 Riptey Comp, Alch. v. in Ashm. 
(1652) 158 Theyr howsys wyth stench they fyll. 1561 Norton 
& Sackv. Gorboduc i. i. (1571) A iv/t His enuious hart .. 
Filled with disdaine. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. 1. 495 Ely’s Sons, 
who fill’d With lust and violence the house of God. 169) 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 11. 522 Linnets fill the Woods with 
tuneful Sound. 1710 Appison Yatler No. 220 P 1 Having 
received many Letters filled with Compliments. 1744 Br. 
Warsurton Ws, (1811) XI. 244 note, The public therefore 
cannot be as impatient for their conviction as this de- 
cipherer is for filling his subscription. 1812 SourHry Life 
(1850) III. 338 Surely such a subscription might soon be 
filled. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. II. 29 Three more years 
filled with injuries, 

e. Phrases: + Zo fill the hands of (a Hebraism) : 
to invest with an office. Zo ill one’s hand (at 
Poker) (see quot. 1885). Zo fill one’s pipe: to attain 
to easy circumstances or wealth (slang). 

1535 CoveRDALE Yudg. xvii. 5 Micha..fylled y* handes of 
one of his sonnes. 1821 P. Ecan Tom & erry vi. 84 
Such persons..have lived just long enough, according to 
a vulgar phrase, to fill their pipe, and leave others to enjoy 
it. 1885 H. Jones in Encycl, Brit. (ed. 9) XIX. 283/1 
The dealer then asks each in rotation who have chipped 
whether they will fill their hands (i.e. whether they will 
exchange any cards for an equivalent number from the top 
of the pack) or play the hand dealt. 


d. Zo fill a ship's bottom (see quot. 1867). Zo 


jill the ice (see quot. 1892). 

1867 SmytH Satlor’s Word-bk., Filling a ship's botton, 
implies covering the bottom of a ship with broad-headed 
nails, so as to give her a sheathing of iron, 1892 J. Kerr 
Gloss. Curling Terms, Curling 380 Fill the ice, place stones 
on the way to the tee. 

e. Sc. In hand-loom weaving, *adso/. =to fill the 
‘pirns’ or bobbins with yarn, thus making them 
teady to be placed in the shuttle. 

1889 J. M. Barris Window in Thrums xii. 108 Nanny went 
to the loom in his place, filling as well as weaving. 

+2. To impregnate. Cf. Furn a. Ods. 

1607 TopsELt Four-f, Beasts (1658) 48 They desire the Cow 
at eight months old, but they are not able to fill her till they 
be two years old. 1645 Mitton LA ldlegro 23. 
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3. zntrv. To become full, either in a material or 
immaterial sense. Of the bosom: =/i// out (16b). 

1607 SHAKS. Ti0n W. iii. 244 The one is filling still, neuer 
compleat. 1685 Corron tr. Montaigne 1.211 A soul stretches 
and dilates itself proportionably as it fills. 1713 Guardian 
No. 171 In a few weeks, when the town fills. 1751 R. 
Partock P. Wilkins (1884) I. ix. 93 Upon launching my boat 
I perceived she was very leaky, so I let her fill. 1803 
J. Davis Trav, Amer. 57 A bosom just beginning to fill. 
1850 TENNYSON /7 Ae. xix, Twice a day the Severn fills, 


+b. Of a list, etc. : To be filled up. Ods. 
1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4661/3 The Lottery for two Millions 
of Florins fills with great Success. 


4. Naut. a. trans. Of the wind: To cause (the 
sails) to swell; to distend. 

1610 SHaxs. Temp. Epil. 12 Gentle breath of yours my 
Sailes Must fill. 1735 Phil. Trans. XLI. 536 The Sailor 
concerns himself no farther with the Wind, than as it fills 
his Sails. 1887 Bowen Virg. d2neid m1. 268 South winds 
filling the sails. ’ 

b. zntr. Of a sail: To become full of wind. 

1835 Marryar Pirate i, The jib filled as the frigate 


rounded to. 
ec. trans. Zo fill the sails: ‘to brace the yards 


so that the wind strikes the after side of the sails, 
and advances the ship in her course’ (Smyth). 

1794 Rigeing & Seamanship 11, 312 Fill the sails. 1847 
Sir J.C. Ross Voy. S. Seas 11. 168 By backing and filling 
the sails we endeavoured to avoid collision. 1875 BrepForD 
Satlor’s Pocket-bk. x. (ed. 2) 354 Fill the head sails. 

d. absol.; also to fill away. 

1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1628/1 In the mean time, the Admiral 
who had been beaten off, filled and laid them Aboard the 
second time. 1832 Marryat JV. Forster xli, The commodore 
made the signal to fill. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xxxv. 
133 Each vessel filled away, and kept on her course. 1860 
G. Batmanno in Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 369 Thinking 
there must be room ahead I filled again. 

5. To stock or store abundantly. 

c1000 Czdiion's Gen. 196 (Gr.) Tudre fyllad eordan zlgrene. 
1388 Wyc ir Gev. i. 22 Wexe 3e, and be 3e multiplied, and 
fille 3e the watris of the see. 1667 Mitton /. L. vil..397 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas And Lakes and run- 
ning Streams the waters fill. 1782 Cowper Progr. Err. 480 
The wriggling fry soon fill the creeks around. 1855 
Macautay fist. Eng. III. 203 This parliament was filled 
with Dermots and Geohegans [etc.]. 1856 Emerson Zing. 
Traits, Ability Wks, (Bohn) II. 42 The rivers..are arti- 
ficially filled with the eggs of salmon. 

6. To charge or make up with some foreign 
material ; hence, to adulterate. 

1887-1890 [see FILLED AA/. a. 1 b.]. 

II. To occupy completely. 

7. To occupy the whole capacity or extent of; 
also, to spread over or throughout, pervade. 

a1300 Leg. Rood (1871) 28 Pe suotnesse bat per-of com 
velde al pat lond. a@x1400-5s0 Alexander 3065 His folke 
fellis all flode a forelange o brede. 1608-11 Br. HALL 
Medit. §& Vows. § 34 The heart of man is..so infinite in 
desire, that the round globe of the world cannot fill the 
three corners of it. 1646 P. ButKELEY Gosfel Covt. 1. 130 
Water which fills the sea. 1690 Locxe Hum. Und. ui. iv. 
§ 2 The Idea [which] belongs to Body, whereby we conceive 
it to fill space.. 1768 Jonson Let. to F. A. Barnard 28 
May, The maps..fill two Atlantic folios. 1848 MacauLay 
ffist. Eng. 1. 397 The fame of her great writers filled 
Europe. 1860 TynpALL Glac. 1. ii. 17 Glaciers which once 
filled the valley. 1884 tr. Lotze’s Logic 444 The discussion 
which fills the XIIth book of Aristotle’s Metaphysics, 1892 
Daily News 17 Oct. 2/7 Wherever there is sufficient business 
between the two [towns] to ‘fill’ a wire. 

b. In immaterial sense: To be all that is con- 
tained in. 

1890 J. Martineau Seat Authority Relig. Pref. 6 The 
mere resort to testimony for information beyond our pro- 
vince does not fill the meaning of ‘ authority’. 

ec. slang. Zo fill the bill: (a) Theatrical: see 
quot. 1891. (4) U.S.‘To do all that is desired, 
expected, or required; to suit the requirements of 
the case’ (Cent. Dict.). 

1882 Chicago Tribune, ‘ Affable Imbecile’ would about fill 
the bill for you. 1891 Farmer Slang Dict., Fill the bill, 
to excel in conspicuousness: as a star actor whose name is 
‘billed’ to the exclusion of the rest of the company. 

8. To hold or occupy (a position) ; to discharge 
the duties of (an office, place, post, etc.). In zo fill 
a chatr, place, seat, etc. with mixture of sense 7. 
So + Zo fill the time; to do what is wanted at the 
time. 

c1400 A fol. Loll. 1 Pe pope. .fillip not in dede, ne in word, 
pe office of Petir in on r6or Suaxs. Adl’s Wel/ 1, ii. 609, 
I filla place, Iknow’t. 67d. 111. vii. 33 In fine, deliuers me to 
fillthe time, Herselfe most chastly absent. 1697 DrypEN Virg. 
Georg. 1. 294 Thus make they Kings to fill the Regal Seat. 
1711 STEELE Sfect. No.2 Px He fills the Chair at a Quarter- 
Session. 1769 Gotpsm. Rom. Hist. (1786) 11. 105 His assid- 
uity in filling the duties of each [employment], 1821 Byron 
Yuan w. xv, They were not made in the real world to fill 
A busy character in the dull scene. 1848 Macautay //is¢. 
Eng. 11. 608 Perth .. filling the great place of Chancellor. 
1871 FREEMAN Worm, Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 216 Stamford, 
like Lincoln. .fills a prominent place in the wars of Edward. 
1876 Giapstone Homeric Synchr. 49 Who fills the Chair 
of Chemistry at Athens. 1885 Law Times LX XIX. 170/2 
The post which is now filled by Mr, Ilbert. 

9. a. To occupy or furnish the means of oc- 
cupying (what is vacant). + Zo fill the roon of: 
to take the place of. 

1562 Turner Herbal u1. 67 a, The asshes may fill the rome 
of spodium, 1875 Jowett P/afo (ed. 2) III. 235 Amusements 
which fill a vacant hour, h 


FILL. 


b. To put a person or thing into (a vacant place). 
1593 SHAKs. 3 Hen, VJ, ut. i. 16 No Harry..’tis no Land 
of thine, Thy place is fill’d, 1868 Freeman Norm. Cong. 
6) II. App. 588 The people at large claimed a voice in 
lling the episcopal chair. 
III. To satisfy ; to fulfil, complete. 

10. To produce a sense of fullness in; to satiate, 
satisfy, glut; in both material and immaterial 
sense. Chiefly of a personal agent ; occas. ofa thing. 
Const. with. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 6842 (Cott.) Pe pour men hunger for to 
fill. dca. 17227 (Cott.) Mi flexsli lust to fill. 1340 Ayend. 
77 Hi onderstondeb pet al be worlde ne is na3t a guod 
snode: uor mannes herte to uelle. c1440 Promp. Parv. 
160/r Fyll wythe mete, sacio. 1485 Caxton Paris § V. 31 
Coude not be contente ne fylled to beholde hyr fayre loue. 
1859 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Suffolk xvii, How fast she fylde me 
both with prayes and prayse. 1607 SHaks. 777207 1. i. 271 
To see meate fill Knaues, and Wine heat fooles. 1607 
ToprseLt Mour-f. Beasts (1658) 360 A Lion..when he is 
satisfied and filled he layeth aside that savage quality. 166 
Pepys Diary 23 July, I sat before Mrs. Palmer..and filled 
my eyes with her, 1715 CHEYNE Philos. Princ. Relig. .. ii. 
qo Nothing .. but the absolute and increated Infinite, can 
adequatly fill and super-abundantly satisfy it [the desire]. 
182 Keats /saéed ii, Her full shape would all his seeing fill. 


+ b. zxtr. To become satisfied or satiated. Ods. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 2392 Sone after- 
ward pey fillede of Leyre. x592 SHaxs. Ven. §& Ad. 548 
Glutton-like she feeds, yet never filleth. 

+11. To make satisfaction for, atone for (a fault). 

@1300 Cursor M. 24700 (Gétt.) Suilk fautis mai men fill. 

12. +a. To carry out in or to its fullness, execute, 
perform (a command, duty, promise, etc.); to ful- 
fil (a prophecy, etc.). Also zo fill forth. Obs. 

c1000 Azarias 42 (Gr.) Fyl nu ba frumsprece. c1200 
Ormino17 He ne namm nan gom To fillenn all hiss wikenn. 
a12283 Ancr. R. 386 Luue fulled be lawe. cx1250 Gen. & 
Ex. 1463 Dat he sulde fillen dat quede Sat he abraham 
quilum dede. @ 1300 Cursor M. 14531 (Cott.) He com for.. 
c prophecis to fill. c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 1405 To fylle 

e same forwardez pat pay by-fore maden. ¢1380 WycLIF 
Sern, Sel. Wks. I. 324 Goddis wille is fillid asideli. c1400 
Destr. Troy 602 But this forward to fille, first ye me sweire. 
cxsoo Lancelot 3353 Thai.. All redy war to fillyng his 
command. 1578 Scot, Poems 16th C. II. 131 To fulfill his 
Fathers will, Till fill furth that he said. 


+b. To make perfect, accomplish, complete, 
finish (a work, period of time, ‘one’s days’). Also 


with zzf. as 0b7. Obs. 

e 1175 Lamb. Hom. 39 Pet seofede is cherite, heo fulled alle 

a odre bing and ended. c1300 Havelok 354 Deth him tok 

an he best wolde Liuen, but hyse dayes were fulde. c¢ 1330 

. Brunne Chron. (1810) 34 Auht 3ere was he kyng, his 
daies alle filled. 1382 Wycuir £. xxxvi. 8 Alle the wise men 
in herte maden to fille the werk of the tabernacle. 1388 — 
Ser. li. 63 Whanne thou hast fillid to rede this book. c1400 
Destr. Troy 1109 To fillyn our fare & our fos harme. 1614 
Brste /sa. Ixv. 20 An olde man, that hath not filled his dayes. 

ce. Comm. To execute (a trade order). Also 
(U.S.), To make up (a prescription). 

1866 Lowe. Lett, (1894) I. 369, I sat down and did what 
I could to answer (‘fill’, I think, is the proper word) your 
order. 1891 Pall Mali G. 15 Oct. 7/2 In order to fill this one 
order by a single firm. 1891 H. Tuckiey Under the Queen 
25 The individual who fills their prescriptions. 

IV. With the introduced contents as 07. 
_ +18. To put (wine, etc.) into a vessel with the 
view of filling it; hence, To pour out. Also, Zo 
Jill about, out (see 16c). Obs. exc. arch. (Cf. Ger. 
Siilien.) 

c1450 Erle Tolous 314 Fylle the wyne, wyghtly he badd. 
1530 PAtsGR. 549/2, I fyll drinke .. ¥e verse a boyre. 1615 
Marknam £2g. Housew. u. i. (1668) 12 Having filled it 
[Milk] into a clean vessel. 1637 T. Morton New Lug. 
Canaan i. xiv. 134 Fill sweet nectar freely about. 1705 
W. Bosman Guinea 230 Brandy in the Morning and Palm- 
Wine in the Afternoon are very briskly filled about. 1710 
STEELE Tatler No. 141 P 4, 1 .. desire the young lady may 
fill tea one week longer. [1840 FonBLANQUE Life § Lad. 
(1874) 318 Let there be well-paid publicans to fill gills of 
whiskey. ] 

absol. c1310 Robin Hood 1, ‘¥Fyll of the best wyne’ sayd 
Robyn. 1594 Martowe & Nasue Dido 1. i, I fill’d into 
your cups. 1611 Biste Kev, xviii. 6 In the cup which she 
hath filled fill to her double. 1820 Scotr Jvanhoe xxi, He 
hath no pleasure save to fill, to swill, and to call for more. 


14. To fill a receptacle with (any material) ; to 
put or take a load of (corn, water, etc.) on board 
aship. Zo fill powder (see quot. 1867). 


1297 R, Guouc. (1724) 13 He lette sende hys messageres in 
to al Grece .. And lette fulle corn, and oyl, & wyn, by iche 
syde. 1496 [See Fitter 1.) 1557 W. Towrson in Hakluyt 
Voy. (1589) 114 Here we filled water, and after set saile, 
1697 Dampier Voy. I. xv. 404. Having fill'’d our Water, cut 
our Wood, and got our Ship ina sailing posture. 1725 De 
For New Voy. (1840) 35 Having the long-boat and the 
shallop, with about six-and-thirty men with them, away they 
went to fill water, 1797 Netson in Nicolas Dzsg, II, 224 
Eighteen rounds of powder filled. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s 
Word-bk., Filling powder, taking gunpowder from the casks 
to fill cartridges. 

V. Idiomatically combined with adverbs. (For 
non-specialized combinations, see the simple senses 
and the advbs.) 

15, Fill in. 

a. trans. To complete (an outline). b. To put 
in, esp. by speech or in writing, what will occupy 
a vacancy or vacant place. c. /Vaut. (see quot.). 

1840 CroucH Amours de Voy, 1. 178 A chamber filled-in 
with harmonious, exquisite pictures, 1867 SmytH Saz/or’s 
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Word-bk., Filling-in, the replacing a ship’s vacant planks 
opened for ventilation, when preparing her, from ordinary, 
for sea, 1878 Bosw. SmitH Carthage 269 The outline is com- 
manding .. and there is no detail with which our materials 
enable us to fill it in at all, which is not in perfect harmony 
with the whole. 1883 Sa/. Rev. 8 Sept. 302 The aposiopesis 
is seldom filled in. 1893 Sir J. W. Curtty in Law Times’ 
Rep. LXVIII. 430/1 He had left the date blank for the 
plaintiff to fill in. 

6. Fill out. 
a. trans. To enlarge or extend to the desired 
Limite Cia’. ; 

a1700 DrypDeEN (J.), Whom pomp and greatness sits so 

loose about, That he wants majesty to fill them out. 1707 
Norris Treat. Humility vi. 278 They may not .. so fill out 
the sails of our reputation in this world. 

b. zntr. To become distended, or rounded in 


outline. 

1851 CARPENTER Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 360 As each set of 
muscles is relaxed, the veins .. fill out again. 1888 //lustr. 
Sport. & Dram. News, 21 Jan. 511/1 Merry Hampton [horse] 
is thickening and filling out. 

e. trans. To pour out (wine, etc.). Cf 13. 

1602 Marston Ant. 6 Mel. u. Wks. 1856 I. 28 Fill out 
Greeke wines. 1749 Fiecpinc Tom ¥Yones vu. v, Filling 
out a glass of wine. 1864 G. Dyce Bella Donna II. 145 
The tea was filled out and getting cold. 

d.= Fill up (see 17 g). 1880 [see Fittep £47. a, 2]. 

17. Fill up. 

‘ UZ is often used without much addition to the force of the 
verb’ (J.). 

a. trans. To fill to repletion. b. To complete 
the process of filling ; to fill the vacant parts or 


places in (anything) ; to supply the deficiencies in. 

1605 Suaks. /acé. iv. iii. 62 Your Wiues, your Daughters 
..could not fill up The Cesterne of my Lust. 1712 STEELE 
Spect. No. 432 P11 When you want a Trifle to fill upa Paper. 
1780 A. McDoucatt in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) II. 
136 They have passed very decisive laws for filling up their 
regiments for the war. 1803 Scott Bonnie Dundee, Come 
fill up my cup, come fill up my can. 1824-9 LaNnpor /wag. 
Conv. (1846) II. 209 He has left us a design to fill up. 189 
S.C. Scrivener Our Fields & Cities 72 ‘These people could 
fill up their time at agriculture. 

ec. To supply (a deficiency, a vacancy) ; to pro- 
vide an occupant for (a vacant post). 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. IV, w. ii. 35 Such haue I to fill vp 
the roomes of them that haue bought out their seruices. 
1611 Bisie Coé. i. 24 Who.. fill vp that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh. 1694 F. Braccre Disc. 
Parables vy. 181 A numerous progeny to. . fill up the vacancies 
left by the fall of the rebel angels. 1891 Law Times XC. 
419/2 He has had to fill up two High Court judgeships. 


+d. To come up to the measure of; to equal. 

1588 Suaks. L. L. L. v. ii. 193 How many inches doth fill 

vp one mile? 
+e. To complete the measure of. Obs. 

161r Biste x Thess. ii, 16 Forbidding us to speak to the 
Gentiles, that they might be saved, to fill up their sins 
alway. 1642 CHAuncy in Bradford Plymouth Plantation 
(1856) 396 God sometimes hids a sinner until his wickednes 
is filled up. ) 

+f. To fulfil, satisfy. Obs. 

1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. 1. i. 160 Comes .. to fill vp your 

Graces request in my sted. sae 
g. To write what is requisite in the blank space 
or spaces of a cheque, form, etc. Cf. 15 b. 

1802 Lp. Etpon in Vesey’s Reports VII. 78 A blank, left 
for the name of the person ..was not filled up. 1885 Act 48 
Vict. c. 15 Sched. uu. Forms, Part ii, Form (A), You are 
hereby required to fill up accurately the under-written form. 
1885 Manch. Exam. 3 June 4/7 One of them [cheques] he 
filled up for £1,000, 

h. To stop up ; to do away with (a hole) by filling. 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. JV, ut. ii. 116 To fill the mouth of 
deepe Defiance vp. 1611 — Wt, 7. v. ili. 101 Ile fill your 
Graue vp. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 96 A commoner 
cannot fill up rabbit burrows made by the lord. Mod. 
There was a pond here, but it has been filled up. 


i. intr. ‘To grow full’ (J.) Of (the bed of) 


asea: To silt up. 

1698 Woopwarp Wat, Hist. Earth 1. (1702) 49 Neither the 
Palus Mceotis .. nor any other Seas, fill up, or by degrees 
grow shallower, 

VI. 18. Com. The vb.-stem is prefixed to 
various sbs., forming sbs. with the sense ‘he who 
or that which fills something’, as fill-basket, a 
name applied by gardeners to certain large or pro- 
lific kinds of peas, potatoes, etc.; fill-belly, 
a glutton; fill-(the)-dike, -ditch @., epithets of 
the month February; > fill-knag, ?a drunkard ; 
fill-paunch (see quot.); fill-pot, ?a tippler; 
fill-sack, fill-space (see quots.); + fill-square 
(Geom.), one of the complements of a square. 

1881 Oxfordsh. Gloss. Suppl., *F ill basket, a large kind of 
pea. 1553 Becon Religues of Rome (1563) 49* They are 
*fylbellyes and Epicures. 1611 Coter., Wee call it [Febru- 
ary], *Fill-dike. 1879 Jerreries Wild Life in S. C. 314 
In February—*‘ fill-ditch’, as the old folk call it. a1605 
Potwart Flyting w. Montgomerie 790 Buttrie bag, *fill 
knag! 1659 Torrtano, 7ira-pancia, a stretch-gut, a gulch- 
bellie, a *fill-panch, 1609 Ev. Woman in Hum. 1. i, in 
Bullen O. P2. IV. 315 Host. There, my fine *fil-pots; give 
the word as you passe. a 1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 
55 The people then called him, *Fill-sack, by reason of his 
great wealth. 1827 Lams Ze/¢. (1888) II. 194 The artist 
(who had clapt in Miss merely as a *fill-space). 1551 Rr- 
corDE Pathw. Know/.1.xvi, When there are more then one 
[square] made about one bias line, the *filsquares of euery 
of them muste needes be equall. 


Fill(e, obs. pa. t. of Faun v. 











FILLER. 


Fillable, ¢. [f. prec.+-anir.] Capable of 
being filled. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 130/2 Fyllabylle, saciabilis. 1870 Graphic 
14 May 563/2 When the white hands of April are fillable 
With blossoms. 7 

+Fillady, filliday. Ovs. 
Newfoundland. 

1622 N. H. Let. 18 Aug. in Whitbourne New/oundland, 
The Fowles and Birds of the Land are Partriges, Curlues, 
Fillidayes ..and such like. 1623 /dzd@. 7 Filladies, Nightin- 
gales, and such like small birds. 1674 J. JosseLyn Two 
Voy. to N.-E. 100 Filladies are small singing Birds. 

Fillamo(r)t, -ander, obs. ff. Finumor, Fr- 
LANDER 1, 

+ Fillatrice. vare—1. [a. F. filatrice, woman 
who spins; also (17th c.) a stuff with a woof of 
floss-silk, f. filer to spin.] attrzb. in Ftllatrice-stuff, 
a sort of stuff ? made of floss-silk. 

1714 Fr. Bk. of Rates 4x Fillatrice-Stuff, as mercery, per 
100 Weight. 

+ Fille 1, Ods. [OE. fille, app. shortened from 
cerfille, CHERVIL.] ? = CHERVIL. 

In Wr.-Wiilcker 323 (¢1050) it glosses serpzllim, which 
properly means thyme. Halliwell’s Dict. has ‘ /72/, the 
plant Restharrow’, but gives no authority. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. 34 Fille and finule. 
Lyric P. xiii, The fenyl ant the fille. 

+ Fille?. Ods. [a. F. feuzlle.] 

1. A leaf. 

c1450 Med. Rec.in Thornton Rom. p. xxxvi, Take vervayne 
or vetoyne, or filles of wormod, and make lee therof. 

2. As the type of something worthless. [Perh. 


another word. | 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 297 Alnas worp afylle. cx1308 Pilate 
87 in E&. E. P. (1862) 113 Pilatus .. ne 3af no3t worp afille, 

Filled (fild), Af/. a. [f. as prec. +-ED!.] 

1. In various senses of the vb. 

1580 Baret Adv. F 494 Filled, satisfied, saturatus. 1769 
Fatconer Dict, Marine (1789) Y y iij, The filled cartridges. 
1772 Anu. Reg. 9/t A Chinese .. offered me a filled tobacco 
pipe. 1882 Pall Mall G. 12 July 8/2 Barges laden with 
filled shell are arriving. 1892 Lockwoop Mech. Engin. 
Dict., Filled Rail, a point rail, or a stock rail, which has 
one or both sides filled up flush. 

b. Made up by the addition of foreign materials ; 
adulterated. Of cotton fabrics: Faced or sized 
with certain preparations serving to give the ap- 
pearance of greater substance. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 25 June 12/1 A word in defence of the 
much abused ‘filled’ cottons. 1888 Nature 26 July 294/r 
The methods of production of ‘filled’ (z. ¢. adulterated and 
watered) soaps. 1890 Dazly News 25 Apr. 5/3 A mysterious 
prod er analogous to margarine, known to the trade as ‘filled 
cheese , 

2. With adverbs : see FILn v. 15-17. 

1849 /lorist 264 The variety caused by numerous petals 
and a filled-up outline. 1865 Coruhzld Mag. Feb. 179, I will 
.. take them before and after my filled-up hours. 1866 
Howe ts Venet. Life xvi. 248 A filled-up canal. 1880 Daily 
News 26 Aug. 2/3 The booking clerk gives him a filled-out 
memorandum, 


Fillemot, -ender, obs. ff. Finemot, FILANDER, 
Filler! (filen. [f. Fini v.+-Er 1] 
1. One who or that which fills: in various senses 


of the verb. 

1496 Nottingham Rec. Ill. 291 To pe fillers bat filled 
grauell at Trent side. 31541 R. CopLanp Gzydon’s Quest. 
Chirurg., The fyller and nouryssher of the other, 1641 Best 
Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 59 Hee that forketh the waine is to 
stande on the stacke [?waine] and forke to the stacke 
and fillers. 1753 Younc Centaur Wks. 1762 1V. 197 Centre 
of all good! Filler of immensity! 1816 Byron Le?. to 
Moore 5 Jan., The fifteen hundred fillers of hot rooms, 
called the fashionable world. 1886 Pad? Mall G. 5 Oct. 14/1 
The peaches come in large pans, and each ‘filler’ selects 
with a fork only the perfect halves, 

b. Sc. A funnel. 

1782 Sir J. Sincrair Observ. Scot. Dial. 118 A filler, a 
funnel. 1847 in Craic. 

2. Something used to fill a cavity, stop a gap, 
complete a load or charge, make bulk, ete. 

1591 GREENE Disc. Coosnage (1592) 22 Laying in the mouth 
of the sack certaine choise coles, which they call fillers, to 
make the sack shew faire. 1697 DryDEN “eid Ded. (1709) 
297 It [an epithet] is a mere filler, to stop a vacancy in the 
Hexameter. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Filler, a filling 
piece on a made mast. 1884 Pal/ Mall G. 17 May 4 A cigar 
consists of three parts, the wrapper, the bunch, and the filler. 
1885 Harper's Mag. Mar. 608/2 It consists of. .marble blocks 
inclosing a ‘filler’ of cemented granite stones. 

3. With adverbs, as /i/ler-c1, filler-up. 3 

1726 Lront Alberti’s Archit. I. 44 b, Those parts which. 5 
lie between these principal parts, are very properly call’d 
fillers up. 1738 Pore Let. to Cromwell 17 Dec. 1710, A 
Mixture. . of fore’d and inextricable Conceits, and of needless 
fillers-up. 1776 ‘ Courtney MELMoTH * Pupil Pleas. 1, 217 
Detraction is a necessary filler-up of the vacuum, | 1877 
N.W. Linc. Gloss., Fillers in, small stones in the inside of 
a rubble-wall. f 

4. Comb. ; filler-box, a receptacle for prepared 


lay in a brick machine. & } 

1884 C. T. Davis Bricks § Tiles v. 177 It is impossible to 
fill the charge-boxes, or as they are also termed, the ‘filler. 
boxes’, with any degree of regularity in dry-clay machines. 

Filler? (file). Also 7 fillar, 9 viller, [f. 
Finn sé.2 + -ER1.] A thill- or shaft-horse. Also 


attrib., as filler-horse. 

1695 Kennett Par. Antig. Gloss. s.v. P2llanus, The horse 
which goes in the rods is commo[n]ly called the fillar, 1852 
C. W. H[osxins] 7a/fa 3 Just as the filler-horse was con- 


Some bird in 


@1310 in Wright 


FILLET. 


gratulating himself that it was all plain sailing now. 1888 
Berksh. Gloss., Viller. 

Filleroy, obs. form of PHILLYREA. 

Fillet (filét), sd. Forms: 4 filete, philett, 
4-5 felet(t, 5 filett, 5-6 fi-, fylette, south. 
vylette, 6 fyllet(t, (6 fylet, fillott, 7 filot, 7-8 
fillit(t), 6-7 phillet, 4-7 filet, 6- fillet. [a. Fr. 
filet = Pr. filet, Sp. filete, It. filetto, a Com. Romanic 
diminutive of L. fz/zm thread.] 

1. A head-band. a. A ribbon, string, or narrow 
band of any material used for binding the hair, or 
worn round the head to keep the headdress in 


position, or simply for ornament. 

Also fig., esp. with reference to the w7tfa with which in 
classical antiquity the heads of sacrificial victims were 
adorned, or to the ‘snood’ formerly worn as a badge of 
maidenhood. 

21327 Pol. Songs (Camden) 154 Habbe he a fauce filet, he 
halt hire hed heze. a 1400-50 Alexander 4338 Oure para- 
mours vs to plese ne pride baim bewenes, Nouthire ffurrers, 
filetts, ne frengs. c1467 Paston Lett, No. 568 II. 298 She 
wuld fayne have a new felet. 1530 Patscr. 220/1 Fyllet for 
a maydens heed, /ronteau. 1553 Epren 7reat. Newe Ind. 
(Arb.) 18 All .. of the kinges bande, haue a silken fyllet of 
scarlet colour tied about their heades. 1626 'T. H[Awkins] 
Caussin’s Holy Crt.g3 Euen those, which haue yet the fillet 
of shamefastnesse vpon theyr browes, suffer themselues. .to 
runne, after the torrent of Examples. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Georg. u. 675 Ye sacred Muses .. Whose Priest Iam, whose 
holy Fillets wear. 1704 Pore Windsor For. 178 A belt her 
waist, a fillet binds her hair. 1795 Burke Let. to Lliot Wks, 
1842 II. 241 These priests.. begin by crowning me with their 
flowers and their fillets. 1839 Mrs. Hemans Poems, Lady 
of Castle, Those long fair tresses .. Bursting their fillet. 
1879 Beernoum Patagonia vi. 91 Their hair is kept from 
falling over their faces by a fillet tied round the head. 

attrib. 1847 EMERSON Poems, Mithridates Wks. I. 140 
Ivy for my fillet band; Blinding dog-wood in my hand. 

+b. (See quot.) ? sovce-use (transl. Gr. ddd5nyua). 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury ut. 3/1 Of a Crown, the Diadem, 
or Royal Fillet, is that part which compasseth the head. 

ec. In the harness of a horse (see quot.). 

1607 MarkxHam Caval. 11. ii. 12 Cauezan, or any other 
binding fillet ouer the nose of the horse. 

2. A strip of any material suitable for binding; 
a band or bandage; + the edging or list of cloth. 

1601 Hottanp Pliny I. 259 The brims & borders of the sea, 
called for the resemblance of fillets or lists in a cloth, Tzenia, 
1633 P. Firercuer Purple Isl, x. xxxvii. 144 Her daintie 
breasts, like to an Aprill rose From green silk fillets yet not all 
unbound. 1734tr. Rollin’s Anc. Hist. (1827) I. u. 1.226 The 
body was swathed in lawn fillets. 1769 Mrs. Rarratp Eng. 
Housekpr. (1778) 301 When it is almost cold bind it up with 
a fresh fillet. 1834 Lytron Pomzfeiz 1. ii, She will bind the 
door-posts of her husband with golden fillets. 1865 Livinc- 
STONE Zamibesi v. 114 Fillets of the inner bark of a tree 
wound spirally round each curl. 

transf. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St.-Pierve's Stud. Nat. (1799) 
1.7 Yellow antherz of flowers, suspended by fillets of white. 

b. A surgical bandage. 

1802 Parry Vat. Veo. viii. (1805) 122 The fillet is almost 
always strapped across [a fracture] for the sake of giving 
firmness and strength to the bandage. 1807-26 S. Coorer 
First Lines Surg. (ed. 5) 409 A band, or fillet, which goes 
round the head. 

ce. Obstetr. (See quot. 1884.) 

1753 N. Torrtano J7idwifry 35 In this Case a Fillet is 
necessary. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fillet ..aloop or noose 
used from very ancient times for the extraction of the head 
of the child. 

3. A thin narrowstrip of any material. In many 
mechanical applications, e.g. in Cozning, the 
ribbon of metal out of which the blanks or planchets 
are punched; in the Carding-engine, a strip of card- 
clothing ; ‘a perforated curb to confine the curds 
in making cheese’ (Knight) ; etc. 

1663 GERBIER Counsel 15 A fillet of Lead. 1724 Swirr 
Prometheus, The Mixture [i. e. the metal for Wood’s half- 
pence]..In Fillets roll’d, or cut in Pieces, Appear’d like one 
continu’d Spec’es. 1779 Battey Adv. Arts II. 14 An iron 
Fillet [of a plough] six inches and a quarter long; its extreme 
breadth is two inches and a half, and three sixteenths of an 
inch thick. 1839 AZZ Vear Round 2 July 239/1 Fillets, or 
ribands of gold [for coining]. 1893 Dazly News 9 June 5/4 
Some of them [coins] perhaps have been cut from the.. 
cracked parts of the fillets. 

+4. In etymol. sense (after Fr. filet): A thread 
or string: a. fig. £/. The ‘ threads’ of life. b. In 
plants: A fibre of the root; a rib or vein of a leaf; 
the pistil or stamen of a flower. ec. The ‘string’ 


of the tongue. Obs. 

1590 GREENE O77. Fur. (1599) 19 Seek not..To..slice the 
slender fillets of my life. 1601 Hottann Pliny I. 557 All 
other corne .. haue many small fillets or strings appendant 
tothe roots. 1660 Hexuam, Ribbekens die door de bladers 
Zoopen, Fillets or Sprouts which run through the leaves of 
Trees or Hearbes. a1693 Urquuart Radelais i. xxxiv. 
287 To have the Fillet of her Tongue untied. 1730-6 BaiLtey 
(folio), /Ze¢ is used to signify those threads that are usually 
found in the middle of flowers, as the Lily, Tulip, etc. 1735 
Dycue & Parpon, /idlet .. in Anatomy, ’tis the Extremity 
of the Ligament under the Tongue, called the /ren2um, 

5. A band of fibre, whether muscle or nerve; a 


flap of flesh: +a. A muscle. Ods. 

1533 Exyor Cast. Helthe (1541) 85 b, Excessive multitude 
of humors ..do extende the muscules or fyllettes. 1543 
‘TRAHERON Vigo's Chirurg.1.i, 1b, A muscle is a membre 
compounde of synnowes, ligamentes, and fleshie fyllettes, or 
as it were, threads fylled w' fleshe. 

b. (See quots.) 

1840 G. Extis Anat. 27 A band of fibres is continued from 

its nucleus to the fibres of the lateral part of the medulla on 











216 


which it lies; this band is the 7//et of Riel. 1884 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Fillet, a tract of obliquely-curved white nerve-fibres 
seen on the surface of the pons Varolii, and occupying a 
triangular area at the side of the tegmentum. 

+e. A lobe of the liver. Cf. Fipre ta. Obs. 
1607 TorsELt Four. Beasts (1658) 402 The..fillets of the 
liver of a mouse. @1656 Ussuer Amz. vi. (1658) 279 The 
liver of it had no filets. 1692 R. L’'Estrance Fosephus' 
Antig. 1. ix. (1733) 70 The Fillets of the Liver. 

d. pl. Zhe fillets: the loins (of an animal, 
rarely of a man). 

2a1400 Morte Arth. 1158 His [Arthur's] flawnke and his 
feletez, and his faire sydez. 1483 Cath. Ang. 130 A Felett 
of be bakke, Jala. 1523 Fitzuers. Husd, § 76 The .ix. 
propertyes of an hare .. the .ix. to haue two good fylettes. 
1611 Markuam Country Content. (1649) 6 His [the hound’s] 
fillets would be thick and great. 1615 Crooke Body of Man 
ii. 65 The Loynes. .the fleshy parts on either side are called 
in Greeke Wea, Pulpa é palpando, in imitation whereof wee 
call it the Fillet, as it were Feele it. 1737 Bracken Farriery 
Inipr. (1757) Il. 27 The Reins of a Horse, or what we 
commonly stile the Fillets. 1790 Burns Let. to Nicol 9 Feb., 
She had been quite strained in the fillets beyond cure. 1892 
Northumbert, Gloss., Fillets, the hollow between a horse’s 
ribs and haunch bones. 

+e. (See quot. ; app. a misunderstanding.) 

1688 R. Hotme Avmoury ut. 154/t The Fillets, are the 
fore-parts of the shoulders next the Breast. Whence 172x 
in BalLey. 

6. Cookery. a. A fleshy portion of meat near 
the loins or ribs of an animal, easily detachable ; 
the ‘undercut’ of a sirloin or rump of beef; a 
similar fleshy part in the body of a fowl. b. One 
of the thick slices into which a fish is easily 
divided ; also, a thick slice of meat, tongue, etc. 

The fillet of beef is sometimes cooked like the fillet of 
veal (sense c): see quot. 1747. In the above senses some- 
times with Fr, spelling /Zet. 

c1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 31 Take filetes of porke and 
half hom rost. ¢1430 720 Cookery-bks. 49 Take lardes of 
Venysoun .. or of a Bere, & kerue hem pinne as Fylettes of 
Porke. 1658 T. Mayerne Archimag. Anglo-Gall. xiii. 7 
The Phillets..of Beef. 1725 Braptey “am. Dict. s.v. Pike, 
A Pike Filets fry’d. 1741 Compl. Fam. Piece 1. ii. 174 Cut 
a Fillet of Veal into 3 or 4 Fillets. 1747 Mrs. Grasse Art 
of Cookery 21 A Fillet of Beef. .is the Inside of the Surloin ; 
You must carefully cut it all out from the Bone.. roll it up 
tight; tye it with a Packthread. 1824 Byron Yuan xv. 
Ixvi, Young partridge fillets. 1841 THACKERAY A7Zzsc. Ess. 
(1885) 385 The beefsteak cut from the filet, as is usual in 
France. 1846 Soyer Gastron. Regen. 166 A small fillet of 
tongue. J/ééd. 266 Take out the fillet from beneath a rump 
of beef. /ézd. 329 Carefully skin and bone the breast [of a 
turkey] without separating the fillets. /dzd. 360 Pass a 
knife down the back-bone [of a hare]..keeping it close to 
the ribs till you have extracted the fillet. 1853 Kane Grinnell 
Exp. xvii. (1854) 130 The filet of a large Ivory one [sea-gull] 
is a morceau between a spring chicken and our own un- 
surpassed canvas back. 

ec. A ‘joint’ consisting of the middle part of a 
leg of veal, boned, rolled and tied with a string 
or ‘fillet’; a piece of beef, fish, etc. prepared in 
a similar manner. 

1700 DrypEN Fadles 213 The rest They cut in Legs and 
Fillets for the Feast. 1732 Fie.pinc AZzser im. iii, A fillet 
of veal roasted. 1747 Mrs. Grasse Art of Cookery 93 To 
Roast a Fillet or Collar of Sturgeon. Take a Piece of fresh 
Sturgeon .. take out the Bones, and cut in Lengths .. then 
begin to roll it up as close as possible .. and bind it round 
with a narrow Fillet. 1769 Mrs. RarraLp Ang. Housekpr. 
(1778) 100 Take a fillet of a cow calf, stuff it well. 1835 
Marryat Fac. Faithf III. i, We dine at half-past three— 
fillet of veal and bacon—don’t be too late for dinner. 

attrib, 1841 J.T. Hewretr Parish Clerk 1, 125 Firmly 
united by a fillet-of-veal skewer. 


7. Any object having the appearance of a fillet or 
band. 


1611 Speep Theat. Gt. Brit. 1. xvi. 31/1 From a split cloue 
..a white blewish Flowre shortly springeth from whence 
Fillets of Saffron are gathered before the Sunne, and dried. 
1696 Auprry Misc. (1721) 35 The two Filots, which cross 
the greater Circle.. were of a pale colour. 1817 CoLERIDGE 
Biog. Lit. 247 Above the moon was a huge volume of deep 
black cloud, while a very thin fillet crossed the middle of 
the orb. 1862 TyNDALL Mountaineer. vi. 43 We once halted 
beside a fillet of clear spring water to have a draught. 1863 
— Heat v. § 192 (1870) 153 Every fillet of mercury freezes 
the water with which it comes into contact. 

8. Arch. a. A narrow flat band used for the 
separation of one moulding from another ; a fascia. 
b. A small band between the flutes of a column. 

{1379 Jem. Ripon (Surtees) III. ror Item fac. filetes et 
alia necessaria pro clo—— totam sept. 3s.] 1473 Churchw. 
Ace. St. Mich. Cornhill, For sconcheons and a felet for the 
same pewes. 1563 SHUTE Archit. Dj b, At the toppe of the 
pillor lieth Astragalus and his fillet being half so high as the 
Astragalus. 1639 Contract in Proc. Soc. Antig. 8 June 
(1893) 374 The fillitts of the Moulds .. fairly guilt. 1789 P. 
Smytu tr. Aldrich’s Archit. (1818) 108 Reason would place 
the small fillet of the architrave upon the greater. 1815 
EvpuinstTonE Acc, Caubul (1842) I. 107 A fillet, formed by 
stones projecting a very little from the wall. 1879 SirG. G. 
Scorr Lect. Archit. I. 248 The heaviness of large roll 
mouldings was often relieved by fillets. 

9. Her. a. A horizontal division of a shield, one- 
fourth of the depth of a Curr. +b. A band 
running round near the edge of a shield, one-third 
or one-fourth of the breadth of a BorDURE or an 
ORLE (ods.). e. A band usually drawn from the 
sinister chief across the shield; usually called /i//e¢ 


of bastardy (obs.). 
1572 BossewELL Armorie 11b, A Fillet .. conteyneth the 
fower parte of the cheefe. 1634 Peacnam Gentleman's 











FILLET, 


Exerc. 11.151 A Fillet the fourth of an Orle. 1751 CHAMBERS 
Cyc?., Fillet is also used for an ordinary, drawn like the bar, 
from the sinister point of the cheif across the shield; in 
manner of a scarf: though it is sometimes also seen in the 
situation of a bend, fesse, cross, etc. 1756-7 tr. Keysder’s 
Trav. (1760) I. 185 Two coats of Arms; one, three wheels 
and a sword; in the other two fillets and six balls. 1766 
Porny Heraldry (1787) 53 The Chief is an Ordinary .. Its 
Diminutive is a fillet, the content of which is not to exceed 
one fourth of the Chief. 1882 Cussans Heraldry iv. 57, 
I cannot recall to my memory any instance of a Fillet being 
employed in English Armory. 

10. Znt. and Ornith. a. A coloured band or 
stripe. b. In a spider: The space between the 
eyes and the base of the mandibles or cheli- 


cere. 

1668 Witkins Real Char. 153 Grey plover .. which hath a 
black fillet about the eyes. 1841 E. Newman Hist. Brit, 
Ins. ii. 175 A fillet is a longitudinal stripe, and a band or 
fascia is a transverse one. 

11. In various technical uses: 

a. A raised rim or ridge on any surface, esp. Sa 
ring on the muzzle and cascabel of a gun’ (Adm, 
Smyth) ; also, the thread of a screw. 

1703 Maunpretit Yourn. Ferus. (1732) go These Stones 
are let into each other with a fillet fram’d round about the 
cavity. 1874 Bourret, Avms § Arm. v. 78 The [sockets] 
of these javelin heads are .. finished with a circular raised 
fillet. 188x Raymonn Mining Gloss., Fillet, the rounded 
corner of a groove in a roll. 

b. Carpentry. A narrow strip of wood fastened 


upon any surface to serve as a support, etc. or to 


strengthen an angle formed by two surfaces. 

1779 Projects in Ann. Reg. rox/t These fillets will... form, 
as it were, a sort of small ledge on each side of all the joists. 
1856 S. C. Brees Terms, Fillets are also used as stops to 
room and closet doors. 1881 Avery Man his own Mechanic 
§ 1281 Nail or screw a fillet x in, square down the centre of 
the three rafters. 

c. Bookbinding. A plain line impressed upon 
the cover of a book. Also, a rolling tool used for 
impressing the line. 

1641 Camilton's Disc. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) V. 111 
Curiously bound up in leather or parchment, with fillets of 
silver or gold. 1880 Print. Trades Jrni. xxx1, 13 The 
black outer level is surrounded in turn by a gilt fillet or 
line. 1890 ZarHNsDORF Bookbinding xxiii. (ed. 2) 118 Tools 
and Materials required for Finishing.—Rolls, fillets, pallets, 

d. Printing. ‘A rule with broad or broad and 
narrow lines, principally used as a border’ (Knight), 


e. Gilding and Painting. (See quots.) 

1730-6 Baixey (folio), Fz2Zets, a little rule or riglet of leaf- 
gold, drawn over certain mouldings, or on the edge of frames, 
pannels, &c. 1794 W. FeLton Carriages II. Gloss., Fillet, 
a narrow painted border, not exceeding one inch broad. 

12. attrib. and Comb., as fillet gutter, ‘a sloping 
gutter, with a learboard and fillet thereon, to divert 
the water’ (Gwilt); fillet-plane, a moulding- 
plane for dressing a fillet or square bead (Knight, 
1874); fillet-swift (see quot.). 

1861 SwinHoE WV. China Camp. 16 The anxious screech of 
the fillet swift (Cypselus vittatus). 

+ Fillet, sb.2 Obs. rare—', (See quot.) 

1587 Harrison England mu. xv. (1877) 1. 272 Which bill [of 
dishes] some doo call a memoriall, other a billet, but some 
a fillet, bicause such are commonlie hanged on the file. 


Fillet (filét), v. [f. Fruuer sd.1] Pples. filleted, 
filleting. 
1. trans. To bind with or as with a fillet. 
a. To bind or tie up (the hair) with or as with 


a fillet (see FILLET sd. 1); also with 2. 

1604, 1638 [see Zf/. a.'] 1692 R. L’Estrance Yosephus’ 
Axntig. v. x. (1733) 127 That Experiment .. of filleting and 
twisting up his Locks. 1821 Blackw. Mag. X. 513 For whom 
do you comb, brush, and fillet your tresses? 1852 Morr 
Poems, Remembered Beauty, Her golden tresses .. Were 
filleted up with roses. 


b. + To bind or tie up, to confine or swathe with 


a bandage (obs.). Also Sug. To bandage (a limb). 
1633 Forp Broken H. v. ii, Quick fillet both his arms. 
1758 J. S. Le Dran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 288 Stop the 
Blood, by..filletting the Arm. 1764 Haptey in Ph7l. Trans, 
LIV. 8 The feet were filleted.. being first bound separately, 
and then wrapped together. ; 
-e. gen. To encircle or gird with an ornamental 


band ; also with adout. 

1611 Biste Lx. xxxviil. 28 He made hookes for the pillars, 
and ouerlaide their chapiters, and filleted them, 1784 
Cowper Zask y. 402 A stump .. filletted about with hoops 
of brass. 1860 A// Year Round No. 46. 459 Amber mouth- 
pieces filleted with ‘sparklers’, as the English cracksman.. 
calls diamonds. 

transf. 1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1638) 342, The great 
round roofe .. being all enameled and fillited, with the pic- 
tures of Saintes, 

2. Cookery. To divide (a fish) into fillets. Also, 
to cut the fillets out of (a fowl, etc.). 

1846 Soyer Gastron. Regen. 103 Fillet a brill by passing 
a good knife from the head to the tail of the fish close to the 
middle bone [etc.].. Proceed in like manner until you have 
got off all the meat from the bones. /é/d. 332 Fillet a 
poularde by splitting the skin up the breast, and passing 
your knife down the bone, keeping close to the ribs until 
you have scooped them [i. e. the fillets] out. 

3. Building and Carpentry, To close or cover the 
interstices between boards, slates, etc. with fillets, 


Cf. FILLET sb. 11 b. 
1843 Hittin ¥rn/. R. Agric. Soc. 1V. u. 358 In filleting, the 
under edge of each floor-board is cut away, and a fillet, one 


FILLETED. 


inch wide, and three-fourths of an inch thick, is intro- 
duced. 

4. To mark or ornament with fillets ; now chiefly 
in Bookbinding. 

1621 QuarLes Arxgalus § P. (1678) 88 Armors of Steel, fair 
filletted with Gold. 1642 FuLLER Holy § Prof. St. m1. xxiv. 
227 The second edition of the Temple by Zorobabel, as it was 
new forrelled and filleted with gold by Herod, was a statelier 
volume then that first of Solomon. 1665 T, Hersert 7vav. 
(1677) 250 His Argyraspides who had their Armour damasked 
and filletted with Silver. 1747 Franxuin Let. 1 Sept. Wks. 
1887 II. 91 A book whose covering is filleted with gold. 

Hence Fi-lleter, one who fillets: sense 4. 

1884 Birm. Datly Post 23 Feb. 3/4 Japanners—Wanted, 
a good Cash-box Filleter. 


Filleted (filétéd), 44/7. a.! [f. as prec. + -ED1.] 

1. Bound with or as with a fiilet or fillets, Also, 
filleted about. Ofa victim; Having the head bound 
with a fillet. 

1604 Dekker King’s Entert. Wks. 1873 I. 318 Her haire— 
filletted about with snakes. 1638 T. Herpert Tyav. 338 
They weare their heare very long, and filleted. 1755 ‘I. 
Amory Mem, (1769) 1. 221 We.. had a sight of the filleted 
subject [a mummy]. 1768 Foote Devil 1. Wks. 1799 II. 255 
The purple pinions, and filletted forehead. 1879 BRowNING 
Pheidippides 47 The filleted victim. 

2. Cookery. Cut into fillets. 

1871 Daily News 29 May, Dinner, which consisted of 
filleted soles, boiled chicken, and cold beef. 

3. Marked or decorated with a fillet; see FILLET 


sb. senses 7, 9, Io c. 

r61r Cotcr., Vetade, the filletted Cockle. 1812-6 J. 
Smitu Panorama Sc. §& Art 1. 149 These kinds of piers 
have their shafts sometimes filleted. 1880 Print. Trades 
Frnl. xxx. 20 The binding will be artistic. .filletted in gold, 
and lettered. 

+ Filleted, 7/7. a.2 Obs. [f. as prec. +-ED ?.] 
Having fillets (see Fitter sd, 5 d); only in comb., 
as broad-, full-, narrow-filleted. 

1617 Markuam Cavai, vi. 3 Your running Horse. .somwhat 
long filletted between the huckle bones, and the short ribbes. 
1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 81 The men.. are .. well 
filletted. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) II. 27 The 
Strait or narrow filletted Horse. Jdzd¢. 124 ‘The muscular 


flesh full upon the Loins or Fillets, which is what we call 
Broad -filletted. 

Filleting (fi'létin), vd/. sd. [f. as prec. +-1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb. FILLer in various senses. 

1598 Vestry Bks, (Surtees) 274 To the mason for the 
filleting of the church, ijs. iiijd. 1823 P. NicuoL_son Pract. 
Build. 400 Filleting..consists in covering the meeting-joints 
with fillets of slates. 

attrib. 1643 Vestry Bhs. (Surtees) 192 Six dayes and a 
halfe worke in fillitting and playstering worke. 

2. concr. a. A woven material for binding ; tape; 


a piece of the same; a band or bandage. 

1639 De Gray Compl. Horsem. 79 Take a peece of Filliting 
and bind it above the Pastern-joynt. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ 
Surg. 1, xxviii. 197, I tied .. on the roulers two fillettins. 
1764 Haptey in Phil. Trans. LIV. 6 The filleting .. went 
round the upper part of the body. 1778 Eng. Gazetteer 
fee 2)s.v. Manchester, Tapes, filleting, and linen cloth. 1882 

AULFEILD & Sawarpv Dict, Needlewk., Filletings, an un- 
bleached and very heavy description of Holland Tape. 

b. A head-band ;=FILuet 1. 

1648 Herrick Hesper. (1844) II. 218 Put on thy holy 
fillitings, ; : 

e. Fillets or ornamental lines, e.g. of gilding on 


the covers of a book. 
1747 Franxin Let. 1 Sept. Wks. 1887 II. 91 The whole 
filleting round the cover [of the book]. 


Filli-, see also FInr-. 

Filling (fi'lin), vd/. sd. [f. Frun v. + -1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb. in various senses. Also 
with advbs., as filling in, out, up: cf. Finn v. V. 


Only gerundial. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 160/2 Fyllynge, zwplecio. 1486 
Nottingham Rec. II. 253 Fullyng vp of be dyke. 1580 
Hottysanp Treas. Fr. Tong, Remplissement, a filling. 
ax610 Heatry Cedes (1636) 147 They. .imagine the filling of 
that [the belly] the full fruite of all their expected good. 
1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 209 This Wall 
being made all round, you begin the Filling in of the 
Bottom. 1726 Leoni A lberti’s Archit. I. 38b, One thing is 
proper..for the outward Face of the Wall, another for the 
cramming and filling up the middle Parts. 1793 SMEaTon 
Edystone L. § 114 The interior filling of the walls was with 
rough Rubble. 1816 Cuatmers ZLe?. in Life (1851) II. 31 
Such a filling up of the time as will keep you away from the 
evil communications, 1870 LoweL. Study Wind. (1886) 190 
He..does his filling-in rather shabbily. 1884 Biri. Daily 
Post 23 Feb. 3/4 Wanted, several Boys, used to Filling-in 
and Finishing. 1888 Lockwood's Mech. Engin. Dict., Box 
Filling, the filling up of a moulding box with its body of 
sand enclosing a pattern. ; 

2. concr. Also ~/. That which fills or is used to 
fill a cavity or vacant space, to stop a hole, to 
make up a bank or road, the interior of a wall, etc. 
Also, +a full supply or ‘ fill’ (of food, etc.). 

a@ 1400-50 Alexander 4265 Pat is be filling of fode bat ilk 
flesch askis, ¢1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode w. xix. (1869) 185 
We hadden many goode vesselles in whiche we hadden put 
fillinge [erp/age] of thé grete tresores of Paradys. 1596-7 
S. Fincue in Hist. Croydon App. (1783) 153 Great flinte and 
chalke for the buildinge, and small for fillmge. 16xx Brste 
Ex. xxviii. 17 Thou shalt set in it settings [7arg. fill in it 
fillings] of stones. 1640 SANDERSON Sev, II. 174 Binding 
them [the stones] with fillings and cement. 1641 Best 
Farm, Bks. (Surtees) 59 The foreman to lye the courses [of 
hay]; another to lye the fillinge and to fill after him. 1776 
G. Sempre Building in Water 119 The Bank of any common 
filling. wi + Hopeson in J, Raine Mem, (1858) II. 174 
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A few feet of the fillings of its foundation walls. 1851 
Ruskin Stones Ven, I, xviii. § 1 The fillings of the aperture 
areunimportant. 1878 L, P. Merepitxu 7ee¢i 74 The enamel 
at the margin of the filling is fractured. 1892 Dazly News 
17 Nov. 3/3 The excavated material will form good ‘filling’. 

b. Something of inferior quality put in to occupy 
space. 

1640 FuLLER Yoseph's Coat vii. (1867) 176 [Heraldic coats] 
of a later edition. .are so full of filling that they are empty 
of honour, 1733 Swirt Ox Poetry, The prefaces of Dryden 
+. meerly writ at first for filling To raise the volume’s price 
a shilling. 1737 BentLEy Remarks Disc. Free-thinking 
mt. 6 § 54 Why that spiteful Character given to all Crowds ? 
meer Fillings of his own, without warrant from his Original. 
1860 Wornum Anal. Ornament 19 All such superficial 
decoration is.. mere filling. 1887 Pa// Mall G. 25 June 
12/1 The practice of putting into higher class goods ., even 
the smallest quantity of filling. 

3. Similarly in various technical uses (see quots.). 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fillings, prepared wort, 
added in small quantities to casks of ale to cleanse it. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 844/1 Filling, an embankment 
of stone, gravel, earth, etc., to make a raised bed for a road, 
railroad track, or canal. An artificial, elevated way. Jd7d. I. 
844/2 Filling (Weaving), the weft-thread which fills up the 
warp. 1883 R, HaLpane Workshop Receipts Ser. 1. 439 For 
this coat, which is called filling, use one half ground lead and 
any good mineral. 

b. aut. (See quots.) 

1794 Rigging §& Seamanship 1.24 Fillings are pieces fayed 
to the side of the mast, edges of the front-fish, and cheeks. 
1857 P. CoLgunoun Comp. Oarsman’s Guide 30 The oar or 
scull is ‘filled’ with harder wood between the shank and 
loom, called the upper and under fillings, ¢1860 H. Stuart 
Seaman's Catech. 67 What is termed the ‘filling’?.. the 
intervals between the frame timbers are filled up solid .. so 
that if the outside planks be injured a watertight surface 
would remain, 

4. attrib. and Comb., as filling-earth, -machine, 
-room, -stones. Also filling-nail (see quot. 1850 
and quot. 1867 s.v. Fin v. 1d); filling-thread, 
one of the threads for the woof or tram; filling- 
timber (see quot.) ; filling-transom (see quot.). 

1634 T. Jonson Parey’s Chirurg. 1165 Their fellowes .. 
put them, yet alive, in the mines, which served them for so 
much “filling earth. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 110/2 Meat 
Cutting and Sausage-Making Machines. .* Filling Machines. 
1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) VI. 1945 Some expert swimmers 
were one day detected under the ships, drawing out the 
*filling nails from the sheathing. cx8s0 Rudim. Navig. 
(Weale) 134 #7¢ling nails are generally of cast iron, and 
driven very thick in the bottom planks instead of copper 
sheathing. 1799 Cart. Watkins in Naval Chron. 1. 206 
It was impossible to fill cartridges as fast as they wanted 
them, though the “*filling rooms were crouded. 1585 
Hiceins tr. Yunius’ Nomenclator 202 The *filling-stones, 
rubbish conveyed betweene the two outsides of a wall. 1639 
Futter Holy War 1. xiii. (1647) 20 Hungary might bring 
filling-stones to this building. 1642 — Holy §& Prof. St. 1. 
xviii, 116 Their walls though high, must needs be hollow, 
wanting filling-stones. 1886 Pop, Sc. Monthly XXVILI. 483 
To make one yard of cloth, a shuttle carrying the *filling- 
thread is thrown across the web perhaps 1,500 times, ¢ 1850 
Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 118 */illing-timbers, the inter- 
mediate timbers between the frames that are got up into 
their places singly after the frames are ribanded and shored. 
1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., *Filling-transom, is just 
above the deck transoms, securing the ends of the gun-deck 
plank and lower-transoms, 

Filling (fi'lin), 2/7 a. [f. as prec. +-1ne2.] 
That fills or is adapted to fill. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 300 Things that are Sweet and Fat, 
are more Filling. 1674 P. Henry Diaries §& Lett. (1882) 267 
The world to come, not this, is the filling world. 1691-8 
Norris Pract. Disc. 1V. 179 Can a Man Sin with this great 
and filling Thought before him? 1837 Dickens Pickw. xliv, 
‘Crumpets is not wholesome’..‘ But they’re so cheap. .and 
so wery fillin’ at the price.’ 1872 Dazly News 5 Nov., The 
most convenient, not to say filling, luncheon. 

Hence Fi'llingly adv., in a filling manner. 

1611 Coter., Fillingly, compleatly, perfectly. . 

Fillip (fi'lip), s2. Forms: a. 6 fillippe, -op(pe, 
fyl(l)ippe, -yp(pe, -op, 6-9 filip, (6 -op), (8 
fillup), 6- fillip. 8. 6-7 phillip, (6 phil(l)ippe, 
phylyp, 7 philip, -lop). [app. onomatopceic ; 
cf. Fire, Fruirr, used in similar sense. The sb, 
and vb. appear nearly contemporaneously in 16th c. ; 
it is uncertain which is the source of the other.] 

1, A movement made by bending the last joint of 
a finger against the thumb and suddenly releasing it 
(so as to propel some small object, or merely as 
a gesture); a smart stroke or tap given by this 


means. 

1530 PaLser. 220/r F yllippe with ones fyngar, chicguenode. 
1589 Pasguil’s Ret. 20 Their Bookes be Glasse, giue them 
but a filip, they run to powder. 1594 Prat Fewedl-ho. ut. 44 
Gestures. .or actions, as..a crosse made on the forehead for 
aC,a phillip forD. 1619 Ricu Jrish Hubbub (1623) 24 Hee 
. gives the cupa phillip to make it cry Twango., 1721-1800 
Baitey, /77/if, a throw of a Piece of Money with one’s 
Finger or Nail. 1791 BosweL, Yohnson 10 Apr. an. 1772, 
The Prince..by a fillip, made some of it [wine] fly in Ogle- 
thorpe’s face. 1862 MerivALe Rom. Emp. (1865) IV. xxxvi. 
24 He could .. draw blood from a slave's head with a 

llip. ‘ 

b. Something of small importance; a trifle, 
Also, a short space of time, a moment. 

1621 Motte Camerar. Liv. Libr. v. xvii. 386 The rest is 
not worth a fillip with the finger. 1633 D, R[ocers] T7veat. 
Sacraments 1.171 If the Lord then crosse thee so, not in 
some petty filip of a finger, but in a tedious sort. x182r 
Byron Sardan. 1. ii, Eat, drink, and love; the rest’s not 
worth a fillip. 1880 Grirris Yap. airy World xvii. (1887) 











FILLISTER. 


150 The tortoise .. in a fillip of the finger was down in the 
gardens of Riu Gu. 

2. In a wider sense: A smart blow (with the fist, 
etc.). Now rare. 

1543 Brecon Jxvect. agst. Swearing 28a, Suche a fylyppe, 
as shal fylyppe them downe into the botome of hell fyre. 
1575 J. SrILL Gamm. Gurton v. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley 111. 238 
There was a knave not far, Who caught one good filip on 
the brow with a door-bar. 1618 FLetcurer Chances ut. iv, 
One, if foule play Should fall upon us .. Will not flie back 
for phillips. 1772 tr. Galland’s Arab. Nts. 1V. 151 One 
give poor Bakbarah a filip on the nose with all her strength. 

Jig. 1788 T. JEFFERSON W7?t, (1859) II. 250 The Marquis 
de la Fayette, with several others, have lately received a 
fillip for having assembled to sign a memorial to the King. 

3. Something that serves to rouse, excite, or ani- 
mate; a stimulus. 

axjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Give Nature a Fillip, to 
Debauch a little now and then with Women, or Wine. 1740 
Cueyne Regimen 80, I willingly allow, that fermented .. 
Liquors, are excellent Remedies, temporary Filips, Whips 
or Spurs. 1817 COLERIDGE Bog. Lit. 238 This box mot gave 
a fillip to my spirits. 1837 Wuittock Bk. Trades (1842) 273 
A remission of two-thirds the duty on flint-glass. .has given 
the trade a fillip. 1847 J. Witson Chr. North (1857) I. 144 
Without the filip of a little scandal. 


Fillip (fi'lip),v. [See the sb.] 
1. trans. To put into motion by a fillip; to toss 
(a coin) with a fillip. Also with away, down, 


Sorth, off. 

1543 [see Fittip sd, 2.] 1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher. xiu. 
xxx. 338 When he hath filipped the monie .. he must saie; 
What is it? 1622 Donne Sev. xvi. 157 Not be able to nip 
or fillip away one of his own wormes. a@ 1680 CHARNOCK 
Attrib, God (1834) II. jo That can.. fillip nature with his 
finger into that nothing whence he drew it. 1783 Map. 
D’Arsiay Diary 9 Dec., I was forced to begin filliping off 
the crumbs .. from my muff. 183x A. FonsLanque “xg. 
under 7 Administ. (1837) 11. 155 Had our aforesaid merchant 
filliped a nut sharply against his bullying giant. 1871 TyLor 
Prim. Cult, I, 61 ‘The use of an elastic switch to fillip small 
missiles with. 

transf. and jig. 
play testimonyes .. wolde take no place with Tindal for .. 

e..agenst me fylipt them forth betwene his fynger and 
his thombe, 1624 Br. Mounracu Gagy iii. 42, I like not 
that the ancient Fathers should so be philipped off, and sent 
away. 1689 Axsw. Lords’ & Commoners’ Sp. 21 Those 
Tests [etc.}.. which .. were so easily filliped down by his 
Vigorous Successor, 

b. To stimulate, urge. Also with forward. 

gsr T. Witson Logike Cviija, They will..with good 
indeuoure, filip nature forward, 1819 SHELLEY Cyclops 145 
Pour: that the draught may fillip my reniembrance. 

2. To strike with a fillip ; to tap smartly with the 
nail-joint of the finger. Also with ove7. 

1580 Baret Adv. F 505 To fillip one, talditrum tmpingere, 
incutere, infringere alicui. 1586 J. Hooker Givrald. [rel. 
in Holinshed 11. 86/1 There is not a meane subject that dare 
extend his hand to fillipa peere of the realme. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 725 If you fillip a Lute-string, it sheweth double, 
or Treble. 1681 Defos. Cast. York (Surtees) 249 My Lorde 
.. did arise from his seate and phillipped him over the nose. 
1786 tr. Beckford’s Vathek (1834) 49 Others poised them- 
selves over a fire, and without mercy filliped their noses. 
185r D, Jerroitp S?. Giles xxviii. 288 Like earthen vessels ; 
that properly filliped .. should perforce reveal a .. fracture. 
1862 H. W. Futter Dis. Lunes 35 A good example of it 
may be obtained by filiping the inflated cheeks. 

transf. and jig. 1607 SHAKs. Cor. V. iii. 59 Then let the 
Pibbles on the hungry beach Fillop the starres. 1667 Den- 
HAM Direct. Paint, u. ii. 66 How the hard Pellets fell away 
as dead, By our inchanted Timber fillipped. 1857 READE 
Course of True Love ii. (1868) 42 Patrick..could not bear 
to be filliped. 1876 T. Harpy Hand of Ethelberta 1, 148 
To escape the risk of having his eyes filliped out by the 
twigs that impeded his progress. 

3. gen. To strike smartly. 

1577. HotinsHED Chron, (1808) IV. 220 There was one 
[stone] that lent him a blow on the shoulder, an other of 
them philipped him on the fingers. 1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. /V, 
1. ii. 255 If I do, fillop me with a three-man-Beetle. 

4. intr. To make a fillip with the fingers. Also, 
to fillip with (one’s) fingers, and to fillip zt. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach'’s Hush, (1586) u. 110 b, If you 
do but fillip with your finger upon the other end. 1599 
Porter Angry Wom. Abingd. in Hazl. Dodsley VII. 300 
When he scarce can trim His gouty fingers, thus he’ll 
phillip it. 1626 Bacon Sy/va § 183 If you .. fillip upon the 
Brim, or outside. - 1670 Lassets Voy. [¢aly II. 407 Of such 
a rare timber, that one filipping upon one end of them, you 
heare it easily at the other end. 1842 TENNYSON Godiva 25 
He laugh’d.. Then fillip’d at the diamond in her ear, 1871 
B. Tayitor Faust (1875) II. 1, iii. 4o Just see me fillip with 
my fingers. z . 

b. quasi-¢vans. To givea fillip with (the fingers). 

1712 HEARNE Collect. III. 371 Then filip your Finger and 
Thomb, 

Hence Fi'lliped //. a., Filliping v0/. sd. 

16xr Cotcr., Chiguenandé, fillipped. 1622 MassincEer 
Vire. Mart. v.i, Tush, all these tortures are but fillipings, 
Fleabitings. @1693 Urquuarr Radelais 11. xx. 169 Inter- 
larded with a double row of bobs and finger filipings. 1856 
Dosen Lng. in Time of War, Shower in War Time, The 
drip Did whip the filliped pool. . 

Fillipeen, var. of PHILIrPine, a game of forfeits. 

Filliser, obs. form of FILACER, 

Fillister (fi'listez). [Of unknown origin.] 

a. A rabbeting plane used in making window- 
sashes, etc. b. (See quot. 1874.) _ ‘ 

1819 Rees’ Cycl. xxvu. s.v. Plane, There is also a third sort 
{of rebating planes], called /2//isters, used for sinking, or 
cutting away the edge of the piece of wood to form the re- 
bate, 1874 Knicut Dect. Mech, 1. 844/2 resi the 


1535 JovE Age! Tindale (Arb.) 17 These 


FILLOCK. 


rabbet on the outer edge of a sash-bar, to hold the glass and 
the putty. 

+ Fillock. Oés. Forms: 5,6 fillok, (6 fyllok), 
6, 8 fillock. [Of obscure formation; the original 
sense is perh. ‘filly’ (cf.Welsh filawg filly, wanton 
girl, in Salesbury 1547 fi/oc, which may be an early 
adoption from Eng.). The word may be f. FILL-Y 
+ -OCK, or represent (with Northern pronunciation) 
an OE. */ylece wk. fem., corresponding to OHG. 
Julihha:—OTeut. *fulikon-, f. *ful-, fol-: see Foau.] 

A wanton young girl. Also a¢trid. 

2c 1450 Hoccleve's Let. Cupide 262 [MS. Arch. Seld. B 24] 
Swyche fillokes [other teats filthes] as weren vertulesse. 
1500-20 DuNnBAR Poems xiv. 74 So mony fillok with fuck 
sailis Within this land was nevir hard or sene. 15.. //ye 
way to Spyttel Hous 142 in Hazl. EL, P. P. 1V. 29 Mychers, 
hedge-creepers, fylloks, and lushes. 1569 E. Hake Vewes 
Powles Churchyarde (1579) Gjb, Yong fillock Jylles, and 
bawdie Jacks. | 

Fillop, Fillott, obs. forms of Fruuip, FILuer. 

Fillowite (filovsit). Az. [Named by Brush 
and Dana 1879 after 4. WV. 7illow: see -ITE.] A 
phosphate of manganese, iron, calcium and sodium, 
found in transparent yellow or brown crystals. 

1879 Amer. Frul. Sc. Ser. ut. XVII. 363 Fillowite occurs 
in granular crystalline masses. 

Pill-up, sd. [f. verbal phr. 4o fil/ up: see Fruuv. 
For the stress see BREAK-DOWN.] ‘That which 
serves to fill up a hollow or stop a gap. 

1872 Daily News 2 Sept., They are falling by spadefuls 
into the cart, and have now to do service .. as a fill-up for 
some pestilential ditch, 1883 Pal? Mali G. 12 Sept. 4/2 The 
sneident of the ‘Sempiternal Club’.. looks .. a little like a 
‘fill-up’. 

Filly (ili), 53. Forms: a. 4 (in Comd.), 6 
fely, (6 felee, felly), 5-8 fillie, (6 file, fille, 
fyllye, 8 filley),6-filly. 8.7 philly. [?a. ON. 

Jyyja wk, fem, :—*fuljin-, f. ful-, fol-: see Foat.] 

1. A young mare, a female foal. 

2ax1400 Chester Pl, (Shaks. Soc.) I. 51 Atter and foxe, 
fillie, marealsoe. 1525 7est. Zor. (Surtees) 206 To Thomas 
Milner, hir sone, a file with a white foite. @ 1641 SuCKLING 
Answ. to Let, Wks. (1696) 99/2 An unback’d Filly may by 
chance give thee a fall. 1709 Lond, Gaz. No. 4591/4 Stoln 
or stray'd..a black Fillie, two years old. 1848 KincsLry 
Saint's Trag. i. iii. 93 What's good for the filly, is good 
for the mare, say I. 

b. Zo slip her filly: transf. of a woman, to 
miscarry. 

1665 Pepys Diary 31 Mar., My Lady Castlemaine is sick 
again—people think, slipping her filly. 

2. transf. Applied to a young lively girl. 

1616 Beaum. & Fr. Scornful Lady m. i, A skittish filly 
will be your fortune, Welford. 1668 SepLry M/xlb. Gard. 
1. i, I believe nobody will be very fond of a Hide-Park 
Filly for a Wife. 17x11 Appison SZect. No. 211 Po, I am 
joined in Wedlock for my Sins to one of those Fillies who 
are described in the old Poet. 1849 Miss Mutock Ogilvies 
1. (1875) 390 Katharine’s a young filly that will neither be 
led nor driven. 1881 Besant & Rice Chafi. of Fleet 1. 41 
You are but a filly yet. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as filly-foal ; + filly-stag, 
a filly foal. 

1523 Firzuers. Husd. § 68 It is a horse foole, bycause a 
horse gate it, though it be a *felly fole. 1884 WW. Sussex 
Gaz. 25 Sept. Advt., Brown draught brood mare, with filly 
foal. 1378 Will of F. Delmarshe in Test, Karl. (1893) 125 
Item, Johanni, filio Thomz Sympson, unum *felystag. 

Hence *} Filly v., to give birth toa filly. Filly- 
ing, vb. sb. 

1598 FLorio, Partorire.. to calue .. to fillie, 
caluing,..a fill[y]ing, etc. 

Filly, obs. form of (FELLOE), FELLY. 

Filly-folly (fi'lijfpli). [One of the onomato- 
pceic reduplications expressing the notion of some- 
thing trivial; cf. Fan-LAu.] A foolish or ridiculous 
notion; a foolish hobby. : 

1565 Jewet Def. Afol. (1611) 511 Ye doe but trifle with 
your Filly Follies, 1765 Sterne 77. Shandy VIII. xxxi, 
“Tis the sporting little filly-folly which carries'you out for 
the present hour,—a maggot, a butterfly. .a fiddle-stick, 

Film (film), sd, Forms: 1 fil-, fylmen, 5 vilm, 
5-6 fylme, (6 philome), 6-7 filme, 7- film. [OE. 
Silmen str. neut., membrane, caul, prepuce, cognate 
with OFris. fi/mene skin ; the WGer. */ilmin(n)? is 
an extension (with suffix repr, OTeut. -jo-) of 
*felmen-, -on- (OE, #z-felma skin of an egg), f. the 
same root as FELL 54.1] 


+1. A membrane, animal or vegetable. Ods. 

¢ 1000 Sax. Leechd, 11. 204 Her sint tacn aheardodre lifre, 
ze on bam leppan, & healocum & filmenum. _¢ 1400 Lan- 
Sranc's Cirurg. (MS. A) 241 Rethina pat is be pinne skyn.. 
pe is clepid pe vilm of be ize, c¢1440 Promp, Parv. 160/2 

ylme, of a notte, or oper lyke, fodliculus. 1530 PALscr. 
220/t Fylme that covereth the brayne, faye, 1562 TURNER 
Herbal 11, 31 b, Rounde cornes diuided one from an other 
by filmes y' rynne betwene. 1610 BarrouGu Meth. Physick 
1. ix. (1639) 13 The filmes and tunicles of the stomack, 1693 
Evetyn De la Quint. Compl. Gard. 47 In a Wallnut .. one 
part goes to make a Green, Tough, and Bitter Bark, another 
part the Shell lin’d with Films. 1743 Lond. § Country Brew. 
111. (ed. 2) 193 Twelve Eggs, their Shells being only bruised, 
but the Films not broken, 1764 Harmer Obsevv. 1. vil. 313 
The papyrus, a sort of bulrush .. whose stalk was covered 
with several films, or inner skins, on which they wrote. 

+b. Applied to the tongue. Obs. rare}, 

1644 Be. Hatt Serm. 9 June Rem. Wks. (1660) ror This 

loose and busie filme, which we carry in our mouths, 


Parto..a 
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2. An extremely thin pellicle or lamina of any 


material. 

1653 QuarLes Emd/. 11. x. (1718) 102 The painted film but 
of a stronger bubble. 1747 Goutp Eng. Ants 54 These 
wings are composed of exceeding fine and thin Films, a 1799 
Brack Lect. Chem, (1803) 11. 677 An ingot .. appears fine, 
even when cut through with a chizel, because this carries a 
film along with it from the surface, which covers the rest. 
1831 Brewster Offics xvi. 138 Even silver and gold, when 
beaten into thin films, are transparent. 1853 HERSCHEL Pof, 
Lect. Sc. vi. § 29 (1873) 245 As if the two media were sepa- 
rated by an exceedingly thin film of air. 1860 EMERSON 
Cond. Life, Fate Wks. (Bohn) II. 318 A tube made of a 
film of glass. 1860 TyNDALL G/ac. 1. vi. 44 The small bubbles 
of air ruptured the film of water. 

b. Often applied to the emanations from the 
surface of bodies (‘Simulacra..Quae quasi mem- 
branx summo de corpore rerum Direptee volitant’, 
Lucr. Iv. 35), which in the philosophy of Epicurus 
were supposed to be the objects of perception. 

1682 Creecu tr. Lucretius wv. 38 Images of Things Which 
like thin films from bodies rise in streams. 1692 BENTLEY 
Folly of Ath, (ed. 4) 8 Those fleeting superficial films of 
bodies. 31785 Ret /7zt. Powers 1. xx, The films of Epicurus 
--are the productions of human fancy. 

3. esp. A thin pellicle forming a coating or over- 
lying layer. 

1577 GoocE Heresbach's Hush. (1586) 1v. 184 The Hony.. 
is covered with a thinne rine, or filme. 1665 PA72, Trans. 
I. 34 A slimy film floated on the top of the water. 1704 F. 
FuLier Wed. Gymn. (1711) 18 Cover'd with an oily Film of 
several Colours, 1726-46 THomson Winter 724 An icy gale 
.-o’er the pool Breathes a blue film. 1784 Cowrer Task iv. 
292 The sooty films that play upon the bars, 1806 JZed. 
Frnl. XV.148 A semi-transparent white film, which proved 
to be new cuticle. 1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 294 
A reddish film which burns like phosphorus is deposited. 
1851 Ruskin Stones Ven, (1874) I. xx. 218 The pearly film 
of the Nautilus shell. 1863 Lyett Axtig. Man 34 The film 
of matter which is thrown down annually upon the plain 
during the season of inundation. 4 

b. Photography. A thin pellicle or coating of 
collodion, gelatin, etc. spread on photographic paper 
or plates, or used by itself instead of a plate. 

1845 THORNTHWAITE Guide Photogr. 52 The film of isin- 
glass..peels off and will be found to bear a minute copy of 
the original. 1883 Hardwick's Photogr. Chem, (ed. 9) 175 
If..the sensitive film of Iodide be allowed to lie loosely 
upon the surface of the Collodion, the picture will be very 
feeble. 1890 Woopsury Lucycl. Photogr., Film Negative 
Process, or film photography, is a term applied to processes 
in which flexible films are used instead of glass plates. 

4, A morbid growth upon the eye. Also said of 
the growing dimness in the eyes of a dying person ; 
sometimes /i/m of death. 

1601 HotLanp Pliny II. 367 The webs, filmes, and cata- 
racts which trouble the eyesight. 1712 Pore Messiah 39 
He from thick films shall purge the visualray. 1762 StRNE 
Tr. Shandy V1. x, The film forsook his eyes for a moment. 
1822 Hazwirr 7adle-z, I. vii. 147 An odd fancy, like a film 
before the eye. 1877 L. Morris Zfzc Hades 11. 104 O’er his 
glaring eyes the films of death Crept. 

Jig. 1626 T. H{awkins] Caussix’s Holy Crt. 60 The euill 
spirit, instantly spreadeth a filme ouer theyr eyes. @1711 
Ken Psyche Poet. Wks. 1721 1V. 253 From sensual Films 
when free’d, she saw strange sights. 1846 Grote Greece 1. 
xvi. (1862) I. 370 They looked at the past with a film of 
faith over their eyes. 

5. transf. A slight veil or covering of haze, mist, 
or the like. Z¢. and fg. 

1833 L. Rircuie Wand. by Loire 31 The interminable 
vineyards of the Loire, already covered with the film of early 
twilight. 1837 Syp. Smitu Let. ¢o Singleton Wks. 1859 II. 
265/r A slight film thrown over convenient injustice. 1847 
H. Micier First Impr. xiv. (1857) 244 An incipient frost, in 
the form of a thin film of blue vapour. 1883 77es 10 Aug. 
2/3 The brown..walls show through a film of peach and 
almond blossoms. 

6. A fine thread or filament, as of gossamer, silk, 
ete. Zt. and fig. 

1592 SHAKs. Rom. & Ful. 1. iv. 63 Her Whip of Crickets 
bone, the Lash of Philome. 1781 CowPer Axti-Thelyph- 
thora 73 When..floating films envelope every thorn. a 1822 
SHettey Unf. Drama 230 Floating on the line Which, like 
a film in purest space, divided The heaven beneath the 
water from the heaven Above the clouds, 1845 Darwin 
Voy. Nat. viii. (1879) 16x They were..in undulations like 
films of silk blown by the wind. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps 
iv. § ro, ro2 A riband..spoils all that is near its wretched 
film of an existence. 1859 I. TayLor Logic in Theol. 203 
We must not trust ourselves to any such films of corre- 
spondence. : 

7. Comb.,as film-like, -winged adjs. ; also + film- 
broke, ruptured; +film-bursting, hernia; film- 
fern, a fern with filmy fronds, esf. one of the genus 
HHymenophyllum ; film-free a., free from film, not 
obscured, clear. 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 281 Men bat weren *filme broke. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens «. \vi. 83 The leaues pound and layde 
too healeth *filme [f7zzfed filine] burstings [Fr. Aexeves]. 
1865 Gosse Land & Sea (1874) 352 Out of the crevices many 
species of *Film-ferns. . project their tufts of pellucid fronds, 
1880 Browninc Dram. Idylis, Pan §& Luna 19 From each 
web of mist Utterly *film-free—entered on her race The 
naked Moon. 1865 TyLor Larly Hist. Man.i.9 Dreams .. 
are *film-like images which fly off from the surfaces of real 
objects, 1875 Lanier Poems, Symphony 139 All shynesses 
of *film-winged things, 

Film (film), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To cover with or as with a film, Also, 
to film over, + up. 

1602 Suaks. Ham, ui. iv. 147 It will but skin and filme 








FILOPLUME. 


the Vlcerous place. a 1656 Br. Hatt Rem. Wks. (1660) 251 
Grosse infidelity that hath filmed up thine eyes. 1700 C, 
Davenant Disc. Grants Introd. 7 They do but film over a 
sore which breaks out afterwards with greater rancour, 
1794 CoLeripce Relig. Musings Wks. (1 B20) I. 90 And curse 
your spells, that film the eye of Faith. 1876 FArrar Marld, 
Servm, xxix. 290 Would you linger by the stagnant pool be- 
cause its surface is filmed with the iridescence of decay? 

2. intr. for vefl. To become covered with a film 
(as the eyes) ; to grow dim or obscure as though 
covered with a film; hence ( foe¢. xare) of distant 
objects, to become hazy, fade away. Also, fo film 


over, 

1844 Mrs. Browninc Dead Pan, Straight her eyeballs 
filmed with horror, 18530 Neate Med. Hymns (1867) 53 
Eyes are filming o’er indeath. 1877 Lanier Poems, Florida 
Ghost 5 Past far-off palms that filmed to nought. : 

Filmed, #//. a. [f. Firm v. and sb. + -ED.] a, 
Covered with a film. b. Having films. 

1637 Nasses Jicrocosm. 1. Eiij, Colours do not take My 
filmed eyes. 1649 G. Daniet 7rinarch., Hen. V exci, 
Soe the Autumnall Gossamere..knitts the Sun, (within his 
narrow film’d Cordage) to all his wealth. 1878 B. Taytor 
Deukalion w. iii, Wash thine filmed eyes And look around 
thee. : 

Filmart, -mert, obs. and dial. ff. Foumarr, 


Filmiform (filmiffim), @. [f. Frum sd, + 
-(1)ForM.] In the form of a film, film-like. 

1831 [Pore] Assassins of the Paradise 43 The loaded air.. 
Floats filmiform. 

Filmograph. [f. as prec. + -(o)cRAPH.] A 
name given by Pumphrey to a camera adapted for 
the use of films (1890 Woodbury Lxcycl. Photogr.). 

Filmot, var. of FinEMor. 

Filmy (filmi), a. [f. Finm sd.+-y1.] 

++ 1, Of membranous structure. Ods. 

1661 Lovett Hist. Anim. §& Min. Introd. 37 The ventricle 
..is filmy, and therefore cold, hard, dry, and glutinous. 1665 


Evetyn Diary 9 Feb., Its lower beak. . being filmy, stretches 
to a prodigious wideness when it devours a great fish. 


2. Forming a thin pellicle or coating. 

1628 Worton Let, 14 Dec. in Relig. Wotton. (1685) 441 
A little Excrescence..upon the uttermost ball of his Eyes, a 
filmy matter, like the rudiment of a Pin and Web. *735 N. 
Torriano Gangr. Sore Throat 94 As these filmy Membranes 
came away, the Weasand or Throat became freer. 1772 
Priestiey in PAzl. Trans. LXII. 219 The water..had de- 
posited a filmy kind of matter, 1853 KANE Grinnell Exp. 
xxxvii (1856) 344 The area of filmy ice. 1885 R. BUCHANAN 
Annan Water iii, Encrusting its black sides with a species 
of filmy salt, ; 

3. Kesembling a film, of extremely delicate tex- 
ture, gauze-like ; consisting of slender filaments, as 
of gossamer. 

1604 Drayton Ow/le 764 The Spiders..in his traine their 
filmie netting cast. 1664 Powrer Za. Philos. 1. 30 Another 
pair of filmy Tiffany long wings. 1740 SOMERVILLE Hobbinol 
u. 190 The luxurious Wasp His filmy Pennons struggling 
flaps in vain. 1813 Scorr 777evm. 11. xi, It seem’d a veil 
of filmy lawn. a 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) II. 21 The filmy 
shroud Of many a mild transparent cloud, 1871 R, Ex.is 
Catullus \xix. 3 Some robe most filmy. 

Jig. 1794 CoLeRIDGE Lines on Friend who died of Fever, 
Vanity her filmy net-work spread. 1820 Hazuirr Lecz. 
Dram. Lit. 75 A veil of words and filmy abstractions. 1856 
R. A. Vaucuan Mystics (1860) II, 1x. i. 120 The filmiest 
evanescence of the feeling has to be. .anatomized. ‘ 

b. Filmy-fern, Filmy-leaf, names of a genus of 
ferns, Hymenophyllum. (Cf. film-fern, FIM sé. 7.) 

1829 Loupon Lxcycl. Plants 886 Hymenophyllum, Filmy- 
Leaf. 1861 Miss Pratr (lower. PZ. VU. 154 Order. Vilices. . 
(Filmy Fern). 1882 The Garden 5 Aug. 111/3 The Filmy 
Fern House in the Pine-apple Nursery. 

4. Covered with or as with a film; beclouded, 
dim, hazy. ou : f 

1825 J. Neat Bro. Fonathan III. 345 With eyes no longer 
white or filmy. 1833 Hr. Martineau Briexy Creek i. 3 The 
filmy orb of the moon. 1864 Lowe. /zveside Trav, 132 
Gradually the filmy trees defined themselves, 

5. Comb. 

82x SHELLEY Zo Night iv, Thy sweet child Sleep, the 
filmy-eyed. 

Hence Fi‘lmily adv. ; Fi-lminess. 

1727 Bawey vol. Il, /7lminess. 1831 Fraser's Mag. 
Ill. 483 The haze and filminess dropped from our ‘ optic 
nerve’, 1870 H. Macmitran Bible Teach. xiii. 262 The 
milk-white filminess of the onyx. 1890 Harfer’s Mag. Oct, 
803/2 Something that filmily wavers before their senses, 


|| Filon (flon). Mining. [a. F. jfilon vein, 
lode, f, 72 thread (see Fix 5d,2).] A mineral 
or metallic vein, a lode. : 

1845 Gipson in Cambrian Frni, (1863) 149 The collaterals 
cross the main filon in angles of incidence, 

Filoplumaceous (foi:léplwmé'-fas), a. Ornith. 
[f. mod.L. /z/opliima (see next) +-ackous.] Of the 
nature of a filoplume. 

1890 Cours Mield §& Gen. Ornith. 11. § 3. 128 Types of 
Feathery Structure ..3. The hairy, bristly, or filopluma- 
ceous. 

Filoplume (foilopl#m). Ornith. [ad. mod,L. 
Siloplima, badly f. L. ft/um thread + plima feather. 
(The correct L, form would be */7/zp/ima.)] (See 
quot. 1890.) ' 
1884 Syd. Soc, Lex., Filoplume, 1890 Cours Field & 
Gen. Ornith. 11. § 3. 128 Different kinds of Feathers, 4. 
Filoplumes, filoplumx, or thread-feathers, have an ex- 
tremely slender, almost invisible stem..and usually no vane, 
unless a terminal tuft of barbs may be held for such. , These 
are the nearest approach to hairs that birds haye, ik 


FILOSE. 


Filose (foildu's), Bot. and Zool. [as if ad. L. 
*filos-us, £. film thread.}] Having a thread-like 
termination. 

1823 Crass Technol. Dict., Filose, ending in a thread-like 
process; anepithet applied to insects and plants. 1884 Syd. 
Soc. Lex., Filose, in Botany. 

+ Filose‘lla. Ods. exc. Hist. Forms: 7 file-, 
filozella, 8 filosella. Also 7 philizella, philo- 
sella. [Corruptly ad. It. f/ose/lo, according to 
Mussafia a perversion (after //o thread) of * fo/z- 
sello:—popular L, *follicellus cocoon (whence OF . 
Joucel), dim. of L. follzs bag.] A kind of stuff; 
= FILOSELLE b. 

161r Corer., Filoselle. .the stuff Filozella, 1619 Purcuas 
Microcosmus xxvii. 269 The new deuised names of Stuffes 
and Colours..Veletato, Philizello, Paragon. 1640 in Entick 
London UU. 169 Silk say calimancoes and phillosellas, broad, 
the dozen yards os. 4d. 1678-96 Puituirs, (ilozel/a, a kind 
of Stuff, 

‘Filoselle (fi'losel). Forms: 7 fil(1)-, fyllozel, 
7-9 filosel(1, (7 filiosell), 9 filoselle. Also 7 
philiselle. [a.F. filoselle, fem., OF . fl/otsel masc., 
ad. It. filosello; see prec.] a. ‘ Ferret or floss silk ; 
grogram-yarn’ (Simmonds). : 

1612 Sc. Bk. Customs in Halyburton's Ledger (1867) 326 
Filosell or ferrett silk the pound vili/z, 1662 Stat. Ireland 
(2765) II. 464 Fyllozell or Paris silk. 1876 M. M. Grant 
Sun-Maid iv, It was a wonderful piece of work of woven 
gold and silver and filosel. 

attrib, 1892 Pall Mall G. 27 Oct. 1/2 It is a wide ribbon, 
which has the appearance of plaited filoselle silk. 

+b. A kind of stuff (?a mixture of silk and 
wool). 

ax605 in Beck Drager’s Dict. 16 note, The paragon, 
peropus, and philiselles may be affirmed to be double chamb- 
letts. Jd7d., To make this a philiselle, a peropus, a paragon, 
or a buffyn is but to alter the breadth. 

+ Filose'tta. Ols. Also fillizetta. [App. 
altered from It. fi/osello by substitution of the It. 
suffix -efta for -e//o. But cf. Sp. filoseda mixture of 
silk and wool.] ? =prec. 

1898 Frorio, /zlisedlo, a kinde of course silke which we 
call, filosetta or flouret silke. 1623 J. Taytor (Water P.) 
Praise Hempseed 4 Shag, Fillizetta, Damaske and Mockado. 

Filosofe, -phie, obs. forms of PHILOSOPHE, -Y. 

Filot, obs. form of Finuxr, 

+Filour, Os. Forms: 4-5 fylor, -oure, 
-owre, 5 fillour. [Shortened ad. OF. afiloir :— 
med.L. affilatorium, f. affilare: see AFFILEv.] A 
tool for sharpening steel, a hone or whetstone. 

¢1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 2225 With a borelych bytte..Fyled 
in a fylor, fowre fote large, c1440 Prom. Parv. 160/2 
Fylowre, of barbowrs crafte acutecula, filarium. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 130/2 A Filoure, afilatoriun. 

Hence +Fitlour, v. Obs.—° trans. To whet, 
sharpen. 1483 in Cath. Angl. 130/2. 

Filour, var. of FrLourE Ods. foliage. 

_a3400-50 Alexander 3690 Gilden platis, Flamband all in 
filour & fewlis en-blanchid. 

[Filour, explained in some Dicts. as ‘a curtain- 
rod, is from Bh. of Curtasye 447, where fylour is 
prob. a bad reading for sylour, CELURE. ] 

Filozofe, -fie, obs. forms of PHILOSOPHE, -Y. 

+Filsen,v. Ods. Forms: 3 filstnen, 4 fulsun, 
fylsen, 5 felsen, -yn, filsom, fylsy(n. [ME. 
Jils®ne-n, f. Frist sé.3 cf. -mn5.] ¢vans. To 
minister to, aid, support; to further, promote. 

¢1z00 OrmIN 6170 Himm birrp be fillstnenn wip pin fe. 
c1220 Bestiary 44 His fader him filstnede swo Sat he ros fro 
dede. c1325 EZ. E. Aldit. P. B. 1644 Pe souerayn of heuen 

Fylsened euer py fader. cx1qgoo Desty. Troy 4871 Yche 
freike is bere frynd to filsom pere spede. a@1400-S0 Alex- 
ander 4669 3e..fage ay pe flesche & felsen it wele. | 

+Filsne, v. Obs. rare—'. [f. ON. fylgsni 

(sb. pl.) hiding-place (cf.Goth. fu/isuz sing. in same 
sense), f, OTeut. */u/g- ablaut-var. of *felh- to 
hide: see Frau v.] zxtr. To lurk. 

2a1400 Morte Arth. 88x Sire, see 3e 3one farlande, with 
3one two fyrez, Par filsnez pat fende. 

+ Filst, 5d. Os. Forms: 1 fullést, fullést, 
fylst, 2-3 fulst. [OE. fullest, fullést, fylst= 
OF ris. folliste, folste, fulliste, OS. fulléstt, OHG. 
Jolleist, follist; connected with next verb.]  Assist- 
ance, support, furtherance. 

axooa Boeth. Metr. xxiii. 14 Mid Godes fylste. a 1000 
Czdmon’s Exod. 554 (Gr.) Is .. mzzenwisa trum, fullesta 
mest, c1175 Lamb, Hon. 113 He ne mei habben nane 
mihte,.butan godes fulste. c1zo0g Lay. 1747 Pa Corine of 
wode com .. Brutun to fulste. c1230 Hali Meid. 17 Hire 
forme fulst.is sihde. 

+ Filst, v. Ods. Forms: 1 fulléstan, fullésten, 
fylstan, 2 felsten, 3 fulsten, south. vulsten, 
filsten. [OE. fulleéstan, fulléstan, fylstan=OS. 
fulléstian, OUG. folleisten. 

The word is a compound of the OTeut. vb. *azstjax to 
follow, attend upon; with regard to the prefixed element 
see Fo.tow v.] 

trans. To aid, help. 

¢893 K. AXtrrep Ovos. 1. xi. § 10 Pirrus him..fylste, 
c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke v. 7 Hig bicnodon hyra geferan., 
pet hi comun ant him fylston [c1160 Hatton felsten]. 
¢1200 Trix. Coll. Hom. 29 Pese two be ben leihter and lust 
uulsted be pridde pat is be flesliche lust. a 1275 O. £. Misc, 
135 Pe bet sal he pe felsten to don al pine wille. 


~ May 7/1 The sludge is next forced into a *filter press. 
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b. ref. To give one’s aid ¢o. 
c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 193 He deled him fro gode and 
fulsted him to de deuel. 
Filtch obs. f. of FILcw. 


Filter (fi'lta1), sd. Forms: 5-9 filtre, (6 fylter, 
-ture), 6— filter. Also 7 philter. [ME. filtre, 
a. OF . filtre, ad. med.L. filtrum : see FELT. ] 

+1. =Fevr sd. Also a piece of felt. Ods. 


c 1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxvi, 125 Panes he sette apon a 
blak filtre, with be whilk bai lift him vppe and settez him 
in his trone. /é¢d. xxxiv. 152 Pai dwell all in tentez made of 
blakk filtre. 

2. A piece of felt, woollen cloth, paper, or other 
substance, through which liquids are passed to 
free them from matter held in suspension. 

Now only with reference to chemical manipulation, where 
the filter is usually of unsized paper. : 

1563 T. Gate Axtidot. u. 76b, Distill them by a fylture or 
thorowea lyttle bagge, or by a peece of clothe. 1683 Perrus 
Fleta Min. 1. (1686) 214 Dissolve the Vitriol and purify it 
through a Filtre. 1769 Lane in PAzl. Trans. LIX. 220 
The clear liquor being decanted, the remainder was passed 
through a filter. 1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 285 The 
whole is then to be poured upon a filtre of cloth. 1846 
J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 53 Collected on a 
filter, washed and dried. 

b. ‘ A twist of thread’ (or a strip of cloth) ‘ of 
which one end is dipped’ in the liquor to be defe- 
cated, and the other hangs below the bottom of 
the vessel, so that the liquor drips from it’ (J.). 
Obs. exc. in capillary filter. 

1559 Morwyne Euonym. 75 Distillacion by a filter, or a 
list of wollen cloth. 1660 Boyte New Exp. Phys. Mech. 
xxxy. 263 We resolved, instead of a List of Cotton, or the 
like Filtre, to make use of a Siphon of Glass. 1727-41 in 
CuamsBers Cyci, 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 455/2 Capil- 
lary-filter, a simple mode of freeing water of its larger im- 
purities by means of a cord of loose fiber. 

c. In wider sense: Any contrivance for freeing 
liquids from suspended impurities ; esf. an appa- 
ratus consisting of a vessel in which the liquid is 
made to pass through a stratum of sand, charcoal, 
or some porous substance. . 

179r J. Peacock Patent No. 1844 The filters will be 


' cleansed by drawing out the head or body of water or fluid. 


1834 S. Bacsuaw, Patent No. 6708 An improved filter for 
water or other liquids. 1872 Baker Nile Tribut. xx. 339 
Nevertheless the natives had scraped small holes in the 
sand, as filters. 1879 A. B. MacDowatt in Eucycl. Brit. 
(ed. 9) IX. 167/2 The filter was occasionally cleaned with 
an exhausting and condensing pump. 

d. transf. and fig. 

160% TIMME Quersit. 1. v. 20 The common salt .. passing 
thro’ the philter of the earth. 1802 Patey Wat. Theol. 
xii. (1803) 241 This natural filter [the bills of a duck]. 1840 
Auson Hist, Europe (1850) VIII. 1, § 39. 159 The whole 
information. .was strained through the imperial filters. 1873 
Tristram Moab xii, 228 A heavy conversation of ponderous 
compliments passed through the dragoman filter. 


3. Acontrivance for arresting dust, smoke, disease- 
germs, etc. in the air which is breathed. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Alech. s.vy. Filter, Air/filter. 


4. A material for filtering. xare. 

1823 J. Bavcock Dom. Amusent. 26 The burning it over 
and over again. .produces a better filtre than at first. 1870 
Tynpatt in Nature 27 Jan. 341 This [cotton-wool] was the 

Iter used by Schroeder in his experiments on spontaneous 
generation. 

5. attrib, and Coméb., as filter-shop; also filter- 
bed, a pond or tank with a false bottom covered 
with sand or gravel, serving as a large filter; also 
Jig.; filter-faucet (see quot.) ; filter-paper, porous 
paper to be used for filtering ; filter-press, (a) a 
filter in which the liquid is forced through by pres- 
sure; (4) a machine for extracting oil from fish. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 846/2 *Filter-bed, a settlin 
pond whose bottomisa filter. 1885 Weekly Notes 7 Feb. 24/2 
‘The water. . was filtered through filterbeds on their premises. 
1892 Pall Mall G. 25 May 2/1 All that is known here of 
the Transvaal .. comes through the political filter-beds of 
Cape Town. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 846/2 *Filter- 
faucet, one having a chamber containing sand, sponge, or 
other material to arrest impurities. 1889 Pall Mall G. 2 
1842 
Dickens Amer. Notes II. iv. 112, I have seen water like it 
at the *Filter shops. 

Filter (filter), v. Forms: 7 fylter, 7-9 filtre, 
6— filter. Also 6 philter. [ad. mod.L. fi/trave, 
f. filtrum Frurer sb. Cf. F. filtrer.] 

. trans. To pass (a liquid) through a filter, or 
some porous medium, for the purpose of removing 
solid particles or impurities, Also with of Also 
absol. 

1576 G. BAKER Fewell of Health. i. 2 The dropping caused 
by a Lyste, or piece of Woollen cloth .. which maner of 
dooing the Chymistes name Fyltring. 1594 PLat Fewedl-ho., 
Chim. Concl. 23 Some use to filter this Lee divers times. 
1605 Timmer Quersit. 1. ix. 36 They dissolue many times, they 
fylter, and coagulate. 1671 Grew Anat, Plants 1. i. § 31 
The Sap. .not being filtred through so fine a Cotton. ~1747 
Westey Prim. Physic (1762) 86 Filtre the Tincture thro’ 
Paper. 1784 Cowrer 7ask u, 507 Sages strove In vain to 
filter off a crystal draught Pure from the lees, 1812-6 J. 
Smitu Panorama Sc. & Art 11. 355 Putrid and stinking 
water may be rendered sweet by filtering it through char- 
coal-powder. 1838 T. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 200 We 
then filter, washing the blue-coloured sulphate of lime re- 
maining on the filter till it becomes red. 1853 Soyer Paw- 
troph. 27 The liquid was several times filtered. 
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FILTH. 


b. transf. and fig. 

1830 Gen. P. THomrson Exerc. (1842) 1. 291 The Chamber 
of Deputies, though filtered through every process which 
policy could invent. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, First 
Visit Wks. (Bohn) II. 5 The passage would no doubt strike 
you more in the quotation than in the original, for I have 
filtered it. 1885 Afanch. Exam. 10 Jan. 5/3 At present his 
instructions to counsel are filtered through a solicitor. 1892 
Pall Mall G. 4 May 1/3 Each of these images is ‘filtered’ 
through a colour screen. 

e. Said of the filtering material. 

1854 Woopwarp JZollusca (1856) 37 The sea-weed filters 
the salt-water. 1882 Watts Dict. Chen. 11.648 Paper which 
filters slowly may be improved in quality by this treatment. 

2. To cause (a liquid) to pass drop by drop, or 
slowly, through a porous medium (now only in 
passive) ; also, + to give forth through the pores, 
exude. rare. 

1583 STanyHuRsT 4/nezs 11. (Arb.) 71 The tre..of swart 
blud filtred abundance. 1644 Dicpy 7wo Treat. 1. xx. 183 
That streame [of atoms] .. clymbing and filtring it selfe 
along the stones streame. 1860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea x. 
§ 466 Rivers .. some of which are filtered through sdils .. 
which yield one kind of salts. 

3. intr. To pass as through a filter; to percolate. 
Also with away, down. 

Cf. F. fltrer, used refl. and znty. in this sense. 

1798 W. Bair Soldier's Friend 100 The water.. will filter 
through the sand. 1864 Marsu Man §& Nature 438 A 
stratum of snow..causes almost all the water that composes 
it to filter down into the earth. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 687 
Water will filter through the cell-walls into the cavities of 
the wood. 

transf. and jig. x182x Crare V2ll. Minstr. 1. 207 The 
sunbeams, filtering small, Freckling through the branches 
fall. 1868 Yates Rock Ahead un. iii, A perpetual stream of 
+. people .. would filter .. through her .. drawing-rooms. 

4. To obtain by filtering. Also transf. rare. 

1794 Pearson in Phil, Trans. LX XXIV. 387 The liquid 
filtered from these solutions had a sweetish and bitterish 
taste. 1845 Darwin Voy. Wat. i. (1879) 5 Fine dust, which 
appeared to have been filtered from the wind by the gauze 
of the vane at the mast-head. 

Hence Fi'ltered, Filtering #//. adjs. Also 
Fi-lterer, that which filters or serves as a filter. 

1727 Baivey vol. Il, /iltered, strained through a Paper, 
Cloth, etc. 1794 ScuMetsser in Phil, Trans. LKXXIV. 
42x The remaining filtered liquor was saturated with puri- 
fied pot-ash. 1809 J. F. Arcupotp Patent No. 3225 It 
[sea water] is passed through a filterer. 182r Crare Vill. 
Minstr. WY, 162, I love to watch thy [an hour-glass’s] filter- 
ing burthen pass. 1830 TENNysoN Ode to Memory iv, The 
filtered tribute of the rough woodland. 1853 SoyER Pan- 
troph. 412 Eight barrels of filtered water. 1859 CoRNWALLIS 
New World 1. 38 The stretcher might have been directly 
under this water filterer. 


Filter, var. form of FELTER v., PHILTRE. 


Filtering (fi'lterin), vd/. 5d. [f. Fiver v, + 
-InG 1.] 

1. The action of the verb FiLTER. 

1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 1. 191 The filtering of this 
rain through the ground. 1845 J. Witkinson Patent No. 
10,984 The whole process of filtering is effected by pressure, 

Jig. 1876 Gro. Evior Dan. Der. III. xlii. 235 There’s 
been a good filtering of our blood into high families. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as filtering-apparatus, -bag, 
-box, funnel, -material, -mediunt, -paper,. -stand, 
-vessel ; also filtering-basin (see quot. 1874) ; 
filtering-cup, a cup of porous wood used to illus- 
trate the pressure of the atmosphere; filtering- 
press = fi/ter-press ; filtering-stone, any porous 
stone through which water is filtered; filtering- 
tank = filtering-basin (Knight). 

1845 J. Witxinson Patent No. 10,984 Which [a cistern] 
must be considerably above the level of the *filtering appa- 
ratus. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 846/2 *Filtering-basin, 
the chamber in which the water from the reservoir of water- 
works is received and filtered previous to entering the mains. 
1792 G. Cowen Patent No. 1920 A quantity of sand, or any 
other *filtering material. 1791 J. Peacock Patent No. 1844 
The ascent of the fluid through the *filtering medium. 1757 
Lewis in Phil. Trans, L. 163 The colourless sorts of *filter- 
ing-paper are preferable for this use to the coloured. 1876 
Hariey Mat. Med. 311 Filtering Paper is an almost pure 
form of cellulin. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1.846/2*Filtering- 
press, a press in which the passage of a liquid through a 
body of filtering material is expedited by pressure applied 
thereto; a pressure-filter. 1827 Farapay Chem. Manz. i. 
17 The *filtering stands are of this kind. 1812 J. SmyTH 
Pract. Customs (1821) 234 *Filtering Stones,—Duty—for 
every £100 value. 1811 J. Asutey Patent No. 3472 An 
improved *filtering vessel for purifying. . water. 

Filth (filp), sd. Forms: 1 fylp, 2-4 felSe, 4 
south. veolthe, 5 felthe, 3-4 ful¥e, 3-6 fylth(e, 
(3 fuylpe, 6 faylt, fylt), 3-5 filthe, 3- filth. 
[OE. fy/0 str. fem. = OS. fuélitha (Du. vuilte), 
OHG. falida:—OTeut. *filipd, n. of quality f. 
*filo- Foun a.] : 

“+1. The quality or state of being foul; a filthy 
state or condition; filthiness; in #/. foul treatment, 
indignities. Ods, 

¢1300 K. Als, 6370 Veolthe loveth al heore lynage. 148 
Caxton Godfrey 304 What fylthes the turkes made them to 
suffre. 1579 Lyry Euphues (Arb.) 38 The Lacedemonians 
were wont to shewe their children dronken men .. that by 
seing their filth, they might shunne the lyke fault. 

2. concr. Foul matter. 

+a. Putrid matter, corruption, rottenness; in 
later use, purulent matter, pus. Ods. 

cx000 Ags. Gos; Matt. xxiii, 27 And hig synt innan fulle 

8-2 


FILTH. 


deadra bana, and ealre fylde [x160. Hatton felde]. ax1050 
Liber Scintill. viii. (1889) 38 Penne fyld [putredo] seo pe 
innan weald byb utaworpen to hele sar byd gzeopenud. 
c1430 Life St. Kath. (1884) 49 Pe temporal kyng .. whiche 
ys now proude in hys power and to-morwe schal be fylthe 
and wormes. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 240 b, He 
scraped y® stynkyng fylth & corrupcyon of her deed body. 
x56r Hottysusn Hom. Afoth, 11 To draw the fylt out of 
the head. 1696 Pecny tr. Sydenham's Wks, ut. il, 116 The 
Inflammation which the Small-Pox has impressed upon the 
Blood .. no less indicates Blood-letting than the filth [L. 
colluvies] which has been gathered together does Purging, 

b. Uncleanly matter, dirt. Now only in stronger 
sense, expressing violent disgust : Loathsome dirt. 
Rarely in A/. filth of various kinds, filthy matters. 

cx290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 191/52 Pare feol out of eiper_eize 

Fuylbe ase bei it were slym. a@1300 Cursor M. 22397 (Cott.) 
All pe filthes of his maugh sal brist vte. c1340 /d7d. 468 
(Trin.) In bat court pat is so clene No fulbe may dwelle ne 
be sene. ¢1430 Lypc. in Turner Dom. Archit, III. 39 
Voydynge fylthes lowe into the grounde. cx1440 Promip. 
Parv. 161/1 Fylthe of mannys nose, snotte, Jolifus. 1555 
Nottingham Rec. VV. 109 He..swffares mwke and fylthe to 
be powered yn y® hystrett. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 397 Waters 
. found in Rising Grounds of great Cities. .must needs take 
in a great deale of Filth. x72 Srryre Eccl. Mem. UII. 
xxii. 180 The Chamber... on one side of which was the Sink 
and Filth of all the House. 1836 Emerson Wat., Prospects 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 173 The sordor and filths of nature, the sun 
shall dry up. 1873 Ourpa Pascarel 1. 30 A palace with 
superb staircases reeking in filth. ‘ 

ce, Vermin (+ formerly f/.). In mod. use (? dial.) 
restricted to insect parasites. 

c1400 Maunprv. (1839) v. 61 In that Abbeye ne entrethe 
not no Flye ne Todes ne Ewtes. . For there were wont to ben 
many suche manere of Filthes. Zod. (Yorks.) A dirty brute, 
with his head swarming with filth. The currant bushes are 
covered with filth. 

3. fig. a. Moral defilement, vileness; corruption, 
pollution ; obscenity. 

a1023 Wutrstan Hom. (Napier) xxxiii. 161 20/e, To maneze 
. .ane cwenan zemzenum ceape biczad. .and wid ba ane fylbe 
adreozap an efter anum. a1225 Azcr. KR. 84 Pe bacbitare 
.. opened so bet fulde “f hit stinked wide. ax3z00 Vox & 
Wolf 165 in Hazl. #, P. P. 1. 63 And liuie in fulthe and in 
sunne, ¢1380 Wycur Ws. (1880) 299 Pei ben blaunchid 
wib-oute as sepulcris, and wip-inne ful of fylbe. a1450 Kxt. 
de la Tour (1868) 77 ‘The prince. .suffered suche felthe to be 
done, 1638 Penit. Conf. viii. (1657) 209 The filth of sin 
is purged by the Laver of tears. a@1704 T. Brown Sat. 
agst. Woman Wks. 1730 I. 56 Wallowing in all the filth of 
boundless luxury, 1813 SuHEettey Q. Mab v, 159 Every 
slave now dragging through the filth Of some corrupted city 
his sad life. 1860 Hook Lives Adps. 1. v. 226 Forbidding 
--all the filth of the wicked. ‘ 

+b. d/. Moral impurities, corrupt or impure 
actions, transgressions. Ods. 

c1200 Vices & Virtues (1888) 131 Holi maiden of banke, 
and clane of alle feldes. ax225 S¢. Marher. (1862) 3 Biwite 
thou mi bodi the is al bitahte from fleshliche fulthen. cx340 
Cursor M. 10105 (Trin.) To make me falle in fulbes fele. 
c1440 York Jlyst. xx. 180 All filthes of flesshely synne. 
1583 Satir. Poems Reform. x\v. Pref. 60 Compared to swyne 
returning to the myre, In thair awin filthes to get thair fames 
defyled, 

e. Foul or obscene language ; vile or loathsome 
imputations. 

1730 Swirt Tvaulus 1, 25 Among the rout He wildly flings 
his filth about. 1879 Froupe Cesar xy. 237 Instead of 
scolding and flinging impotent filth. 

4. Said ofa person: A vile creature ; a scoundrel ; 
a slut, drab, whore. Ods. exc. dial. 

c1350 Will. Palerne 2542 Lest pat foule felbe schuld have 
hem founde bere. 1402 HoccLeve Letter of Cupid 262 These 
ladyes .. were noon of thoo .. but swyche filthes as weren 
vertulesse. 1565 Harpinc in Jewel Def Aol, (1611) 27 Ioan 
of Kent, that filth.. was she a sister of yours? 1607 SHAKs. 
Timon w.i. 6. 1608 — Lear (Qo. 1) 1v. ii. 39 Filths sauor 
but themselues, 1612 R. SHELDON Sev. St. ALartin’s 65 
Their filthes lie by their sides to satisfie their abhominable 
pleasures. 1790 Mrs. WHEELER Westild. Dial. (1821) 13 
Nea yan can bide wie him, an arrant filth! 1869 Lousdale 
Gloss., Filth, a disreputable woman, a scoundrel. 1871 R. 
Exuis Catudllus xiii. 13 O ugly filth, detested Trull. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as filth-disease, -ferment ; 
jilth-created, -fed, -sodden adjs. 

1852 Dr. Guy in Ld, Ingestre A7ediora I. 96 *Filth-created 
fever and disease. 1885 Scéence VI. 101/1 Typhoid-fever and 
other preventable *filth-diseases. 1891 Dazly News 5 Oct. 
5/5 How..is the *filth-fed oyster to be distinguished? 189 
C, Creicuton /Tist. Epidemics 589 Spots of soil. .so situated 
in cups of the hills as to retain and multiply the *filth-ferment. 
1871 Narueys Prev. §& Cure Dis. 1. viil. 264 A *filth-sodden 
porous earth. 

Hence Fi‘lthless a. [-Less], without filth; un- 
defiled. Fitlthous a. [-ovs]=Fivrny. 

14.. Balade in Commend. our Lady 51 (Chaucer's Wks. 
156r) Fountain al filthlesse, as birell current clere. 1546 
Bate Eng. Votaries u. (1550) 9 b, And so sent hym forth 
abrode .. to maynteyne all kyndes of ydolatry and fleshly 
fylthouse lyvynge. 

+ Filth, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To make 
foul, defile. 

c1450 Loneticu Grail xliii. 21 Alle blak becomen they .. 
and i-fylthed. xg98 E, Gitpin Skiad. (1878) 31 Filthing 
chaste eares with theyr pens Gonorrhey. 

+ Filthery. Ods. vare—'. [f. as prec. +-ERy.] 
= FILTHINESS. 

a 1656 Ussuer Amn, (1658) 370 Wallowing in all filthery of 
gluttony and luxury. 

+ Filthhead, -hood. Ods. Forms: a. 3 fulp- 
hede, 4-5 filth-, filt-, fylthede,-heed, (5 filthet). 
B. 6 filthood. [f. FinrH 5d, + -HEAD, -HOOD.] 
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Filthiness, uncleanness. Z¢. and fig. Also concer. 
filth. Zo do one’s filthhood: to void excrement. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 290 Pe chyld..dude hys kunde fulp- 
hede. 1382 Wycuir Lev. xviii. 7 The filth-heed [Vulg. tu 
piludinem) of thi fader, and the filth-heed of thi moder thow 
shalt not discover. Ibid. Rom. i. 27 Mawlis in to mawlis 
worchinge filthhede. cxqqgotr. Girald. Hist. [rel. (E.E.T.S.) 
31 The fylthede of the lond folk yn whych thay ladde har 
lyf. 1583 Stanynurst A@veis u. (Arb.) 52 With dust al 
powdred, with filthood dustye bedagled. 

Filthify (fclpifoi), v. [f. Furny a. + -Fy.] 
trans. To make filthy; /¢, and fig. 

1790 J. WitiiAMs Shrove Tuesday (1794) 13 Filthified they 
flounder to Remorse. 1821 Benruam Ws, (1843) X. 524 
He was. .covering my clean napkin with his ‘ flag of abomi- 
nation’ filthified. 1828 WuEwe.t in Todhunter Account of 
Writings, etc. (1876) II. 94 Mathematics with which Mr. 
Thompson has filthified his subject. 

Filthily (filpili), adv. [f. Finrny a. + -Ly 2.] 
In a filthy manner. 

1552 Hu oe, Filthilye, fede. 1596 DatrymrLetr. Leslie's 
Hist. Scot. 1. (1887) 144 In the ix 3eir of his regne, quhilke 
sa filthilie he had ruled. 1633 Prynne //istrio-Mastix 1. 
V1. iii. 366 For the liberty of doing filthily and obscenely, is 
next to the liberty of speaking filthily and obscenely, 1709 
Sreete Vatler No. 31 Px The ancient Romans would scold, 
and call Names filthily. 1812 Byron CA. Har. 1. xvii, For 
hut and palace show like filthily. 

Filthiness (filpinés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The condition of being filthy. 

1. In physical sense; Foulness, uncleanliness. 

2a1500 Wycket (1828) 15 The puttynge awaye of fylthenes 
of the fleshe. 1558 Br. Watson Sev. Sacram. xiii. 78 The 
prieste washeth his handes, that no outward filthynes should 
seclude hym from the communion. 1611 Brpie 2 Macc. ix. 9 
The filthinesse of his smell was noysome to all his army. 

+b. concr. Filth; spec. matter, pus. Ods. 

153 TinDALE Z.xf. 1 Fohn (1537) 8 Y° water once in the 
yeare casteth al fylthynesse unto the sydes of it. 1580 
Barer Adv. F 511 The matter, or filthinesse that commeth 
out ofa bile. 16xx Biste /sa, xxviii. 8 All tables are full of 
vomite and filthinesse. 1649 Drypen Ufon Death of Ld. 
Hastings 54 Was there no milder way but the Small Pox, 
The very Filth’ness of Pandora’s Box? — f 

2. Moral corruption or pollution; obscenity ; 
vileness, wickedness. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W.de W. 1531) 185 b, Than the deformite 
& fylthynes of synne is taken away. 1684 Covtempl. 
State of Man u. x. (1699) 246 This deformity and filthiness 
of sin. 1741 RicHarpson Pamela I. 138 A Woman that 
seems to delight in Filthiness. 1834 Lyrron Posfeiz 1. vi, 
Men reeking with all the filthiness of vice. 

+ Filthish, a. Ods.—° [f. Firrn sd, + -1su.] 
Filthy, 

1530 PatsGr. 312/2 Fylthysshe as ones eyes be that haue 
whyte slyme inthem, chassieux. Ibid., ¥ylthysshe as mysse 
women of yll lyuyng, putairie. 

Filthy (f'lpi), ¢. [f. Frvra sd.+-¥1.] 

1. Full of filth ; besmeared or defiled with filth ; 
dirty, foul, nasty, unclean. "> Zhe filthy paris: the 
private parts. 

In early use often hardly more emphatic than the mod, 
dirty; it is now a violent expression of disgust, seldom 
employed in polite colloquial speech. Cf. the similar de- 
velopment in FILTH sé. hs also in Foun a. 

1382 Wyc.iir Zech. iii. 3 Jhesus was clothid with filthi 
clothis. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvitt. xcv. (1495) 
842 A serpent ..louyth fylthi places. 1553 Epen J7veat, 
Newe Ind, (Arb.) 17 The inhabitantes.. haue almost no 
apparel, couering onely theyr fylthy partes. 158x Mut- 
CASTER Positions xxxv. (1887) 132 ‘To go home thorough 
stinking streates, and filthy lanes. 168a Orway Zid. 21 
Apr., From the filthy dunghill-faction bred, New-form’d 
rebellion durst rear up its head. 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 
509 ® 3 The benches around are so filthy, that no one can 


sit down, 1832 Tennyson Pal. of Art or In filthy sloughs 
they roll. 1865 Kincstey H/evew. xiv, He was filthy and 
ragged. 


+b. Of air or clouds: Murky, thick. Ods. 
1599 Suaxs. 77ex. V, ut. iii. 31 The coole and temperate 
Wind of Grace O’re-blowes the filthy and contagious Clouds. 
1605 — Macé.1. i. 12 Houer through the fogge and filthie 


ayre. 

2. Fond of filth, delighting in filth. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 18 The fylthy and 
stynkynge lust of the body. 1635 Swan Sfec. J. Pref. 
(1643) 1 Like a filthie flie she seeks all over the body fora 
soare. 1778 Br. Loutn Transl. Isaiah Notes (ed. 12) 156 
The filthy animals that frequent such places. 

3. Morally foul or polluted; obscene. 

1535 CovERDALE Zefh. ili. 1 Wo to the abhominable, fylthie 
and cruel cite. 1596 Suakxs. 1 Hen. JV, u. ii. 49 Ballads .. 
sung to filthy tunes. 161x Bisie Co/, iii. 8 You also put off 
all these, anger .. filthy communication out of your mouth. 
1682 Bunyan Holy War 264 Being filthy, arch, and slie they 
quickly corrupted the families. x71z Appison Sect. No. 
271 ® 4 The Matron.. commended the Discretion of the 
Writer, for having thrown his filthy ‘Thoughts into Greek. 
1871 ALABASTER Wheel of Law 213 From this heaven the 
filthy one .. descends to the earth to tempt and excite to 
evil. JZod. He could not stand their filthy talk. 

+4. Disgraceful, contemptible, low, mean, scurvy, 

disgusting. Ods, 
_ ¢x1400 Destr. Troy 10362 Neuer so filthy a fare hade fallyn 
in his hond. 1545 BrinkLow Compl. xxiv. (1874) 65 Anty- 
chryst had fownd out that fylthy auricular confessyon, 
1577-87 HottnsuEp Scot. Chyon. (1805) 11. 419 This murther 
.. was one of the most filthiest acts that ever was done. 
1596 Suaks. 1 Hen. IV, 1, iii. 79 Doulas, filthy Doulas. 
1610 Br. CarLeton Yurisd. 166 Taking other errours from 
other filthie heretiques. 1648 Mitton Tenure Kings 42 
The filthy love of gaine, 1728 Vanpr. & Cis. Prov. Husb. 
V. ii. 4 What's his filthy Name? 1828 Scorr /. MZ, Perth 
xvi, Thou filthy weaver of rotten worsted. 


FIMBLE. 


b. Filthy lucre; dishonourable gain=Gr, ale- 
xpov xépdos (Tit. i, 11). Sometimes jocularly 
used for : Money ; also adso/, ‘The filthy’. 

1826-34 TinpALE Vitus i. 11 Teachinge thinges which they 
ought not, because of filthy lucre. 1680 HickeRINcILL 
Meroz 30. 1709 Appison Tatler No. 116 P 7, I did not make 
that Judgment for the Sake of filthy Lucre. 7877 Biack- 
MORE Cripps (1887) 225, I can catch my own without any 
appeal to ‘the Filthy’ 

5. quasi-sb. A filthy person. 

1681 Otway Soldiers Fort. 1.i, Damn’d Whores, hout ye 
filthies. 

6. quasi-adv, = FILTHILY. 

1616 Rich Cabinet 93 b, aa shutteth a young mans 
lippes .. so that he will not talke filthy. 1650 BuLwer 
Anthropomet, xi. 180 Which makes them shew filthy fine. 

7. Comb. 

1823 in Cobbett Rum. Rides (1885) I. 318 Filthy-looking 
people. 1824 J. Symmons tr. Agamem. Asch. 70 Where 
filthy-handed Mammon dwells. : 

Filtrate (filtreit), 5d. [ad. mod.L. filtratum, 
f. filtrare: cf. Fiurer v. and -atE!.] The liquor 
which has been passed through a filter. 

1845-6 G. E. Day tr. Simon’s Anim. Chem. Il. 125 The 
lead contained in solution in the filtrate was separated, 
1875 Darwin Jusectiv. Pi. vi. 89 The filtrate contained as 
much of the fibrin as had been digested. 

Filtrate (filtreit), v. Also 7 filterate. [ad. 
mod.L. fi/trat- ppl. stem of filtrare to FILTER. ] 

1. trans, =FIutER v. I. 

1612 Woopa.t Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 245 Calcine them, 
and after inbibe and filtrate them, etc. 1764 HARMER Odserv. 
xxvu. iv. 192 They filtrate it [the wine of Schiras] through 
acloth, and then it is very clear. 1852 Tu. Ross Huméboldt’s 
Trav. 11. xxiv. 439 Leaves of the plantain. .used to filtrate 
the liquids. ¢ 1865 Lp, BrouGcnam in Cire. Sc. I, Introd. 
Disc. 23 The process of vegetation filtrates or distils the 
liquid, so as to produce from the worst, the purest water. 
Jig. 1776 Jounson in Boswell Life II. 408 He never 
clarified his notions, by filtrating them through other minds. 
1885 H. N. Oxennam Short Studies 331 A Christianity 
filtrated of all its sectarian dogmas. 

2. To cause to percolate; = FILTER ZY. 2. 

1661 BoyLe Sfring of Air 1. Index, A vessel by which 
Air may be filtrated thorough water. 1794 SuLiivan View 
Nat. 1. 68 The waters, filtrated through these bodies. 

3. intr. =FILTER v. 3. 

1725 Brapiey Ham. Dict. s.v. Milk, Awhite Liquor which 
filtrates thro’ the Glands of Women’s Breasts. 1780 ScHoTTE: 
in Phil. Trans. LXX, 480 Digging a pit into the sand .. 
into which the water filtrates from all sides, 1834 PrinGLE 
Ayr. Sk.v. 210 Through which the stream.. filtrates silently 
and unperceived, 

Jig. 1876 Tinsley’s Mag. XVIII. 43 The corruptions of 
the higher stratum of society had been slowly filtrating to 
the lower. . 

Hence Fi'ltrated f//. a., Filtrating v7. sd. in 
quots. attrib. 

1665 Hooke Micvogr. 128 The filterated Oyl. 1730 SruART 
in Phil. Trans. XXXVI. 356 A-small Quantity of filtrated 
Bile. 1772 Monro zdid. LXII. 30 The water being taken 
up by the spungy filtrating paper, 1811 J. Asutey Patent 
No. 3472 The water..ascends through the filtrating medium. 
1836 Maccittivray tr. Husmboldt’s Trav. xxiv. 350 The 
filtrated water losing itself in the crevices. 

Filtration (filtréifon). Also 7 filteration: 
[a. Fr. filtration, f. filtrer to FILTER. ] 

1. The action or process of filtering. 

1608 TimME Quersi¢. u. tii. 115 Chymical workings, as 
distillations. .filtrations. 1758 Llaboratory laid open Introd. 
60 Filtration is generally practised, by means either of flannel 
cloth, or paper. 1822 Imison Sc. § Art IL. 7 Filtration is a 
finer species of sifting, 1862 Srantey Yew. Ch. (1877) I. v. 
roo Vessels of stone, used. .for the filtration of the delicious 
water from the sediment of the river-bed. 

Jig. 1843 Prescorr Mexico 1, vi, (1864) 55 It is not easy 
to render his version into.. English rhyme, without the 
perfume of the original escaping in this double filtration. 

2. A gradual movement like that of water passing 
through a filter ; percolation. 

1664 Powrr Ef. Philos. 1. 70 For Motion the Spirits move 
impetuously down the Nervous filaments. .but for Sensation 
they onely creep by a filtration down their Coats. 1707 
Curios. in Hush, & Gard. 69 If we pursue this Sap in its in- 
comprehensible Filtration through the Pores of Plants. 1794 
G. Avams Wat. §& Exp, Philos. 11. xxi. 414 [The pervasive- 
ness of light and heat] has been overlooked as an accidental 
filtration. 

+ Filtrature. 0ds.—1. [f. FIutRatE v. + -URE.] 
= FILTRATION 2. 

1670 W. Simrson Hydrol. Ess. 145 The sabulous matter. . 
by its various filtratures and percolations. 

‘iltz, var. form of Frrz. 

Fimashing : see FumM1sHING. ¢ 

Fimble (fimb’l), 53.1 Also 5-6 femble, 6 
fembull, femle, fiemble, (fyrble). [a. Du. feel, 
LG. jimel, a. F. (chanvre) femelle, lit. ‘female 
hemp’, this name being popularly applied to what 
modern botanists call the male plant. ] 

1. The male plant of hemp, producing a weaker 
and shorter fibre than the CaRL HEMP or female 
plant. Formerly also the fibre of this as prepared 
for use. Also more fully, fimble hemp. 

1484 Churchw. Acc. Wigtoft, Boston (Nichols 1797) 78 
Paide for femble, and for makyng thar of in bell-ropes, 
is. 5d. 1577 Wills § Inv. N.C. (Surtees) I. 415 Tenn dosen 
femle hempe vij/. iy Ba GoocE Heresbach's Husb. 1. 39 b. 
The Female or fyrble Hempe. 1669 WorLipDGE Syst, A eric. 
(1681) 277 Gather the Fimble, or earliest Hemp and Flax. 
1707 Mortimer A/usb. 118 The light Summer-hemp, that 
bears no Seed, is called Fimble hemp. . 1731-59 Miter 


FIMBLE. 

Gard. Dict. (ed. 7) s.v. Cannabis, The Fimble Hemp .. is 
the male Plants. 1877 V.-W. Linc. Gloss., The fimble, or 
female hemp, was applied to..domestic purposes, 1877 [see 
Cart HEMP 1]. 

2. attrib. 

az519 Invent. in Gentl. Mag. Apr. (1864) 501 Ij payr of 
ffembull Shetts, ijs viij". 1548-9 W7l/ of A Peyrson (Somerset 
Ho.), A payre of shettes a lynnyne & a Femble. 1622-3 
Invent.in Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 162 xo¢te, Three [pound] 
of femble harne, 4s. 


+ Firmble, 5.2 Ods. [? var. of THimBE.] App. 


a ring for fastening a gate. 

1597 Althorp MS. in Simpkinson Washingtons App. 
p. xxxviii, For a hoke and fimble for Great Norrells gate. 

+ Fimble, v. Ods. exc. dial. [app. an onoma- 
topceic variant of FAMBLE or FuMBUE, altered to 
express a more delicate movement.] a. zur. To 
move the fingers lightly and frequently over any- 
thing. b. zrvazs. To touch lightly and frequently 
with the ends of the fingers. See also quot. @ 1825. 

1577 Dee Relat. Spir. 1. (1659) 6 She is much fimbling 
about the Stone on her breast. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
1, 1. lxxxili, When he the black silk rope soft fimbling felt. 
a 1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia, Fimble, to pass through with- 
out cutting. Ex. ‘ My scythe fimble the grass.’ 

|| Fimbria (fimbria). [L. /dria thread, fibre, 
fringe.} A fringe: spec. a. Anat. the fringed end 
of the Fallopian tube; b. Bot. (see quot. 1847). 

1752 Sir J. Hit Hist. Anim. 304 There runs all round 
the sides of the fish a kind of fimbria. 1754-64 SMELLIE 
Midwif. 1. ii. § 2. 97 The cavity of each [of the Fallopian 
tubes] ends in an open mouth .. from the brim of which is 
expanded the Fimbria. 1847 Craic, /zbria, in Botany, 
the dentated or fringe-like ring of the operculum of mosses, 
by the elastic power of which the operculum is displaced. 
1872 F. G. Tuomas Dis. Women 625 The Fallopian tube of 
each side is connected with the ovary by one fimbria. 

Fimbrial (fi'mbrial), @. [f. prec. +-aul.] Of 
or pertaining to a fimbria, 

In some mod. Dicts. ; 

Fimbriate (fimbrije't), a. [ad. L. fmbridt-us 
fringed: see -ATE2,] a, Her, =FIMBRIATED. 
b. Bot. and Zool. Fringed ; bordered with hairs or 
filiform processes: 

1829 Loupon Excycl. Plants 33 Eleusine..Scales truncate, 
fimbriate. 1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 666 Tentacles long 
fimbriate. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora so Dianthus plumarius 
.-petals fimbriate. 1870 Rotteston Axinz. Life 59 The 
fimbriate .. portion of the mantle. 


Fimbriate (fimbri eit), v. [f. L. fmbria fringe 
+-aTEH3, Cf. L. fimbriatus fringed.] trans. To 


finish or decorate with a border of any kind. 

1486 [see FimpriaTep]. 1639 Furter Holy War v. xxiv. 
271 Besides the divers tricking or dressing [heraldick 
crosses]; as piercing, voiding, fimbriating. 

Fimbriated (firmbrijcited), aA7. a. [f. prec. + 
-EDL.] a, Her. Of a bearing: Bordered with a 
narrow band or edge. b. ge. Having a fringe; 
fringed. Chiefly in scientific applications, as Anat, 
Bot., Zool. 

a. 1486 Bk, St. Albans, Her. Dja, Thys cros fimbriatit 
or borderit. 1586 Frerne Blaz. Gentrie 174 He beareth B 
on a crosse Gewles fimbriated or bordured Argent. 1610 
Guim Heraldry nu. vii. (1611) 73 In the crosse fimbriated 
the edges thereof doe occupie the least portion therof. 1864 
Bourte.t Heraldry Hist. & Pop. xxi. § 1 (ed. 3) 356 A pall of 
the last, fimbriated and fringed gold. 

b. 1698 J. Petiver in Phil. Trans. XX. 405 A Calyx 
whose Divisions are fimbriated. 1752 Sir J. Hitt Hist. 
Anim. 153 The small, flatted, and, as it were, fimbriated 
Porcellana. 1797 M. Battie Morb. Anat. (1807) 4or The 
fimbriated extremity of the Fallopian tubes. 1862 Darwin 
Fertil, Orchids vi. 283 The labellum is covered with longi- 
tudinal and fimbriated ridges. 1877 Huxtry Anat. /nv, 
Anim. iii. 154 Tentacles, which may be slender and conical, 
or short, broad and fimbriated. 

Fimbriation (fimbrij2ifon). [f. as prec. + 
-ATION.] The condition or fact of being fimbri- 
ated ; in quots. concr. a fringe or border. 

1864 BoureL, Heraldry Hist. § Pop. xxxii. (ed. 3) 475 
A red fimbriation to represent the red field of the National 
Flag itself. 188: NV. Y. Nation XXXII. 376 The error 
consists in the width of the white border or fimbriation of 
the St. George's cross, ‘ *. 

Fimbriato- (fimbri,Zi-to), used as combining 
form of FIMBRIATE @. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Fimbriato-laciniate, having the edge 
cut up into divisions which are fimbriated. 

Fimbricate (fimbrikeit), @. [Erroneous var. 
of Fimpriate a@., perh. due to association with 
imbricate,| =FIMBRIATE a. 

1846 Worcester (citing P.Cyc.), Fimbricate (Bot.), fringed; 
jagged, 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Himbricate. 

Hence Fi'mbricated a. 

1879 Cassell's Techn, Educ. 1V. 154/x The ciliary organs 
or fimbricated margin of its [the oyster’s] beard. 

|| Fimbrilla (fimbri'l4). Bot. and Phys. [mod. 
L. dim. of Frmpria ; see -IL.] A minute fringe. 

1884 [see next). ite 

Fimbrilliferous (fimbrili-féras), a. Bod. [f. 
prec. +-(1)FERouS.] Bearing small fringes. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Fimbrilliferous, bearing many little 
fringes, as the receptacle of some composites. 1884 Syd, 
pe Lex., Fimbrilliferous, having small fringes or a fim- 

rilla. 

Fimbrillose (fi:mbrilous), a. 
-osE,] Bearing a fimbrilla. 

1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 


[f. as prec. + 
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+ Firmbrious, a. Obs. [f. L. fimbri-a + -ovs.] 
= FIMBRIATE a, 

1657 Tomiinson Reno's Disp. 295 With broad, mucro- 
nated, fimbrious, crisped leaves. 1662 J. CnanpLer Van 
Helmont’s Oriat, 246 The tongue is cloathed with a fim- 


brious or seamy coat. 
+Fime. Ods. [ad. L. fomus dung.] Dung. 


1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 11 Renewe pe fyme oonys in be 
wike. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 319/1 Take 
nue Horse fime. x6o7 Lorely FourS. Beasts (1658) 203 The 
fime or dung of such Females as live in the Mountains. 1647 
H. More Poems 73 Inward parts.. Lie close upwrapt in that 
dull sluggish fime. 

Fimetarious (fimztéorias), @ [f.L. fimét-um 
dunghill + -artous.] Growing on or amidst dung. 

1866 in Treas. Bot, 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Fimetic (fime'tik), a. once-wad. [f. as prec. 
+-10.] Pertaining to or concerned with dung. 

1880 Ruskin in 19¢4 Cent. VII. 944 The necessary ob- 
scurities of fimetic Providence, 

Fimicolous (fimi-kdles), a. [f. L. fm-us dung 
+ col-éré to inhabit +-ous.] Inhabiting dung. 

1874 Cooke Fungi (1875) 245 Only seven or eight..do not 
occur on dung, whilst fifty-six are fimfcolous. 

Fin (fin), sd. Forms: 1 finn, 3-7 finne, (7 finn), 
4-5 fyn(ne, (south. vyn(ne), 7- fin. Also 7 
phin. [OE. jinx str. masc., cognate with the 
synonymous MDu. vie (mod.Du. vi) fem., 
MLG. jinmne fem.; the mod.Ger. fizne is prob. 
adopted from LG. The L. pzvza fin is prob. the 
same word. 

1. An organ attached to various parts of the body 
in fishes and cetaceans, which serves for propelling 
and steering in the water. With prefixed adj., as 
anal, caudal, dorsal, pectoral, ventral, etc., indi- 
cating the part to which the organ is attached. 
Applied also to similar organs in other animals, 
as the flipper of a seal, the modified wing of a 
penguin, etc. 

¢ 1000 AULFrRic Lev. xi. g Ne ete ze nanne fisc buton ba be 
habbab finnas & scilla, a 1225 St. Marher. 9 Pe fisches pat 
i be flodes fleoted wid finnes. c1300 K, Adis, 6591 They 
liveth, so theo heryng .. Feet and hond buth heore vynnes. 
c 1400 Rom. Rose 7oo8 Swimme..Bet than a fish doth with 
his finne. cx450 Two Cookery-bks. 104 Take a Sturgeon, 
and kut of the vyn fro the tayle to be hede, on pe bakke. 
1599 Haxtuyt Voy. II. 1. 107 The .. fish had on euery side 
a wing, and toward the taile two other lesser as it were finnes. 
1671 Mitton P. &. u. 345 All fish .. of shell or fin. 1699 
Hacxe Col/, Voy. u. 62 Penguins..have..only two Fins or 
Flaps, wherewith they are helped toswim. 1802 PaLry Vaz. 
Theol. xii. (1803) 253 If you cut off the pectoral fins, i.e. the 
pair which lies close behind the gills, the head falls prone to 
the bottom. 1883 W.H. Frower in Lucycl. Brit. XV. 395/1 
Balznoptera [has] a small falcate dorsal fin. . 

b. (Fish) of every fin: = of every species, Cf. 
FEATHER, 
1725 Pore Odyss. x1x. 134 Fish of every fin thy seas afford, 
e. A finned animal; a fish. 

1549 Latimer 624 Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 178 Wee .. 
haue not caught one fynne, 1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Vheer 
’asn’t a fin i’ the stank. 1893 Daily News 15 Dec. 5/3 It is 
to be hoped that Mr. Watson will add fins to fur and 
feathers, . 

+d. Phrase, o put out one’s fins: fig.? to bestir 


oneself eagerly. 

1461 Marc. Paston in LeZt. No. 369 I. 544 And now he 
and alle his olde felaweship put owt their fynnes, and arn 
ryght flygge and mery. 

. Something resembling a fish’s fin. 
a. jocularly, The arm and hand (of a man), or 
simply the hand. 

1785 Grose Dict.Vule. Tongue, Fin, an arm. 1801 NrELson 
in A. Duncan Z7/ (1806) 140,‘I am Lord Nelson ; see, here’s 
my fin’..shewing the stump of his right arm, 1855 SMEDLEY 
HH. Coverdale ii, 12 Lend us a fin, old man, for I feels pre- 
oo staggery-like. JZod. (slang). Tip us your fin (= shake 

ands). 

+b. The lid (of the eye). Ods. 

1604 Marston Malcontent 1. iii, Here’s a knight..shall.. 
ride at the ring Till the fin of his eyes look as blue as the 
welkin. 1623 Wenster Duchess of Malfy u.i, The fins of 
her eye-lids look most teeming blue. 

ce. The baleen of a whale (?ods.). 
blade or thin strip of whalebone. 

1634 T. Jounson Pavey’s Chirurg. xxv. xxi, 1013 The 
finnes that stand forth of their [whales’] mouths, which are 
commonly called Whale-bones, being dryed and polished, 
serve to make buskes for women. 1706 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4238/4 Cut-Whalebone..in Fins. 1858 Simmonps Dict. 
Trade, Fin, a blade of whalebone. 

3. A projecting part. 

+a. A lobe of the liver or lungs. Ods. rare. 

1615 Crooxe Body of Man 131 In bruite beasts it [the 
Liuer] is diuided into foure, fiue, or six Lobes or Finnes. 
Ibid. 385 Each Lung is diuided into two Lobes or Finnes. 

b. A sharp lateral projection on the share or 
the coulter of a plough. 

1653 Burne Eng. Iniprov. Inpr. 197 Be carefull in keep- 
ing your.. Share phin as sharp as may be. 1677 [see 
Curr]. 1717 Dict. Rust. s.v. Plough, Some set on the right 
side of the Cater a small Wing or Fin, which cuts in two 
the bottom of the Roots. 1789 tr. Duhamel’s Hush, 1. viii. 
(2762) 44 A hollow plow-share. .has a fin both ways; which 

ns must also begin at the point. 1807 VANCOUVER Agvic, 
Devon (1813) 115 When the land is designed to be ploughed 
clean..a long pointed share, with a small fin or wing, is used. 

ce. Mech. (see quots.). 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 846/2 Fix, a slip inserted 


Hence, a 





FINABLE. 


longitudinally into a shaft or arbor, and left projecting so 
as to form a guide for an object which may slip thereon, but 
not rotate. /dzd. 1. 847/1 Hin, a tongue on the edge of a 
board. 1876 AirKEeN Guns (Brit. Manuf. Industry.) 2% 
Presses fitted up with cutting-out tools, punch out, trim, and 
relieve the stampings from the superfluous metal, or ‘fins’ 
left after stamping. 

4. dial. The herb restharrow. Also fin-weed. 

1649 BuitHe Lug. Improv. Inipr. xviii. (1653) 120 They 
bear plenty of.. Phins, Moss, and Shargrase. 1790 W. Mar- 
SHALL JZid/. Count. Gloss., in, anonis arvensis, rest-harrow. 
1821 Care 200. Minstr. 1. 204 Where the blushing fin weed's 
flower Closes up at evening hour. 

5. attrib. and Comdb.: a. simple attributive, as 
jin-apparatus, -membrane; b. objective, as fiz- 
cutting vbl. sb.; @. parasynthetic and similative, 
as fin-shaped, -tailed, -winged; fin-like adjs, 

1847-9 Topp Cyc/, Anat. IV. 173/2 The connexion which 
exists between the *fin-apparatus and the body of Clio. 
1886 Pall Mall G. 16 Aug. 5/2 Discovering that the pike 
gorged our perch ravenously with and without their fins .. 
we gave up the *fin-cutting. 1666 DrypEN Ann. Mirad. 
157 Ere... *fin-like oars did spread from either side, 1889 
T. H. Emerson Eng. /dylls 43 He stood in his boat rubbing 
his fin-like hands. 1874 Woop Wat. Hist. 569 The *fin- 
membranes are brown. 1835-6 Topp Cy'c/. Axat. 1. 651/2 
*Fin-shaped caudal processes. 1892 Lp. Lyrron Aung 
Pofpy Prol. 319 Tritons stall Their *fin-tail'd steeds in azure 
caverns. 1820 SHELLEY V’7s7ox of Sea 150 A blue shark.. 
The *fin-wingéd tomb of the victor. 

6. Special comb.: fin-back = Finner; also 
altrib., as jfinback calf, whale; also fin-backed 
whale; fin-fish = FINN»R; fin-foot, (a) a swim- 
ming-foot ; a pleiopod; (6) a name for birds of the 

enera Heltornis or Podica; fin-footed a., Ornith. 
(a) web-footed ; (0) having the toes furnished with 
flaps or lobes, lobate-footed; (¢) ‘in Mollusca, 
pteropod’ (Cent, Dict.); fin-keel, a keel shaped 
like a dorsal fin inverted; fin-leg, the leg of an 
aquatic insect, used as a fin; fin-ray, one of the 
hard spiny or soft jointed processes which support 
the skin of the fins; + finscale, another name for 
the Rupp; fin-spine, a spine or spiny ray of a 
fish’s fin; fin-spined a., having spiny fins, acan- 
thopterygious; fin-toed a. = fin-footed (>); fin- 
weed (see sense 4); fin-whale = FINNER. 

1725 Duprey in Phil, Trans, XX XIII. 258 The *Finback 
Whale is distinguished from the right Whale, by having a 
great Fin on his Back. 185x H. Metvitite Whale xxxi. 151 
The Fin-back is not gregarious. 1843 Zoologist I. 33 *Fin- 
backed whale (Lalenoptera boops). 1694 Narsorouci in 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy, 1. 3 A *¥Fin-fish swam by our Ship. 
1787 Hunter in PA. Trans. UXXVII. 375 When they 
[whales] are of a certain size, they are brought to us as 
Porpoises; when larger, they are called Grampus, or Fin- 
fish, 1843 Zoologist 1. 34 It [a whale] is well known among 
fishermen .. by the names of finner, fin-back, fin-fish, 1849 
tr. Cuvier’s Anim. Kingd. 423 Which appendages .. are 
used in swimming, or are *fin-feet, 1886 Hucycl. Brit, XX. 
223/2 The .. group formed by the .. Heliornis, and the.. 
Podica ..to which the name ‘ Finfoots’ has been applied. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep, v. i. 234 It [the Pelecan] 
is .. *fin-footed like Swannes. 1804 Bewick Brit. Birds 
(1847) II. 153 Linnzeus. .describes it as a genus distinct from 
.-waders in general, on account of its being fin-footed, 1893 
West. Gaz. 2x Feb, 11/2 Boats .. exhibiting all the most 
recent devices in bulb and *fin keels. 1843 Zoo/ogist I. 57 
The *fin-legs could not be well made out. 1863 Spring 
Lapl.162'Vhe same, both in shape, colour, number of scales, 
and*finrays. 1677 Por Ox/ordsh, 184 A Fish of the squam- 
mous kind, which they call a *Finscale, somwhat like a 
Roach. 1771 Forster in Phil. Trans. LXI. 318 note, The 
fish .. is supposed to be the same with the rud or finscale. 
1876 Pace Adv. Text-bk. Geol. xiii. 228 Detached *fin-spines 
known to the palzontologist as ichthyodorulites. 1674 Ray 
Collect. Eng. Words 9x Such whose toes are divided, which 
I may call *Fin-toed. 1847 Hitt in Gosse Birds of Famaica 
439 A.bird with fin-toed feet. 1885 S. Tromnott Aurora 
Borealis \1. 283 The family of whales which have been 
named * fin’ whales, from a fin on the back. 

Fin (fin), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. a. To cut off the fins from (a fish), 
b. To cut up (a chub), 

1513 Bh. Keruynge in Babees Bh, (1868) 265 Fynne that 
cheuen. 1799 Sforting Mag. XIV. 10 Fin a chub, cut him 
up. 1853 /raser's Mag, XLVIII, 694 When he puts the 
slice into a fish, he truncheons eel, fins chub, [etc.]. 

2. nonce-use. To keep supplied with fish. Cf. 
FIn 5b. 1c. 

1808 J. Bartow Columb. vit. 484 Swarms .. Repeople 
still the shoals and fin the fruitful tide. 

8. U.S. Of a fish; To wound with its fins, Also 
intr. of a whale, Zo fiz (out): to lash the water 
with its fins when dying. 

1889 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 15 Feb., He had never been 
bitten by a dog, but..had been finned by fish, 

Hence Finning v0/. sé., in quot. a/tvzb. (sense 1 4). 

1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 197 Finning and flitching 
knives. 

Fin, obs. f. Fre. 


Finable, fineable (foinab’l), at [f. Fine v. 
“+-ABLE.] Liable or subject to a fine. 
1. Of a person, also of an offence: Liable to be 


punished by a fine. ; 
31485 Act 1 Hen. VII. c.7 The said Offences of Huntings 
..{shall] be..but Trespass finable. 1592 in Vicary's Anat, 
(1888) App. xv. 276 All suche aliantes and straungers beinge 
founde withe a faulte..shall be fyneable. 1647 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. \xix. (1739) 180 Before this Law, this 
crime was but finable. 1761 Home Hist. Eng. 1. App. i. 


FINABLE, 


roo If any of them..give him assistance they are finable to 
the king. 31860 Wynter Curios. Civiliz. 503 The Legis- 
lature should make it a fineable offence to work a dry stone 
without a fan. ; 

2. Of a tenure: Subject to the payment of a fine 
on renewal. Of a tenant: Liable to pay such 
a fine. Also of a writ: On which a fine or fee has 
to be paid. 

¢ 1600 Norven Spec. Brit., Cornw. (1728) 25 Their tenure 
is ad voluntatem Domini, and at euery taking finable at the 
Lordes pJeasure and heriotable. 1611 Cotcr., Questadle, 
finable, taxable, as some tenants are at the pleasure of 
their Lords. 1641 Termes de la Ley 84b, Some Copyhold 
is fineable. .that which is fineable, the Lord rateth at what 
fine he pleaseth. 1646 Grant in Ld. Campbell Chancellors 
(1857) ILI. lxvii. 308 A grant was made..of all such part of 
fineable writs..as former Lord Keepers have had. 

Hence Fi'nableness. 

1727 Baitey vol. Il, /inableness, liableness to be fined, or 
to pay a Fine or Amercement. 

Finable (foinab’l), 2.2 [f. Fine v.2 + -aBue.] 
Capable of being clarified, refined, or purified. 


In mod, Dicts. 
+ Finably, adv. Obs. [f. OF. fimable final + 


-LY?. Cf. OF. finablement.| = FINALLY. 

1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 361/1 In such wise..finably she 
myghte come to heuen. 1541 R. Copranp Galyen's Tera- 
peutyke D iv, Fynably of the Elebore what it is. 

Final (foinal), a and sé. Also (4 fenal), 
4-6 fynal(l, 4-7 finall(e. [a. F. fal, ad. L. 
Jinal-is of or pertaining to an end, f. /izs end.] 

A. adj. 

1. Coming at the end (of a word, a series). 

1530 Pacscr. Introd. 28 Every feminyn plurell endeth in S, 
added to the E fynall of his singular. 182 SHettey Ae//as 
note, The final Chorus is indistinct and obscure. 1838 Dr 
Morean Ess, Probab, 202 A colon placed after the final letter, 
1865 GEIKIE Scen. § Geol. Scot. xiii. 340 In this final chapter 
let me present the reader with a brief summary. 1881 oot- 
ball Annual gx In the final tie they were beaten by the 
Walsall Swifts. 

tb. Her. in guadrate final, according to Ferne 
a field bearing a ‘token of arms’ other than a 
representation of a living creature. Ods. 

[1486 see Fintara.] 1586 Ferne Blaz. Gentrie 206 The 
armes called Quadrates were nine in number, and they were 
either finall, or Royall. 

ce. Law. Final process (see quot.). Final 
proof: (U.S.) the process observed in paying for 
pre-empted land after six months’ occupancy. 

1768 BLAcKstonE Cow. III. xix. 279 Mesne process is.. 
sometimes put in contradistinction to final process, or process 
of execution. 1884 J/i/nor (Dakota) Teller 5 Sept., He.. 
makes final proofs and attends to all business of that kind. 

2. Marking the last stage of a process ; leaving 
nothing to be looked for or expected ; ultimate. 

¢1365 Cuaucer L. G. W. 2101 Ariadne, This is the fynal 
ende of al this thyng. ¢1440 Govt. Lordschifes (E. E. T.S.) 
48 He made many morales epistels to Aristotel of greet delyt 
to haue his secree fynal. 1504 Atkynson tr. De Jmitatione 
ut. Ixiv, Dyrecte it by thy grace contynually in this lyfe 
vnto the fynall countrey of euerlastyng peace. @1535 More 
Wks. 578/1 By his word electes, he meneth the finall and 
eternall electes. 1649 Mitton ikon Pref., A Person..who 
hath .. payd his finall debt both to Nature and his Faults. 
1736 ButLer AxaZ/. 1. ii. 38 Delay of punishment is no sort 
nor degree of presumption of final impunity. 1808 Foster 
Ess. 1. iii. 37 The final basis of all character. 1871 MorLey 
Voltaire (1886) 9 Philosophic candour and intelligence are 
peer to have hit their final climax. 

. Putting an end to something (rarely const. of, 
zo); putting an end to strife or uncertainty; not to 
be undone, altered, or revoked ; conclusive. 

Formerly often in phr. final Jeace or concord = med. L, 
finalis pax, concordia. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 338 Pe parties wold mak 
a finalle pes. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Frankl. T. 259 Taak this 
for fynal answere as of me. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn 
x. 40 His resolucion fynall was. “1559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. 
Suffolk xi, But syth we could no fynall peace induce. 
1590 SPENSER /’, Q. 1, ix. 51 At last, resoly’d to work his 
finall smart, He lifted up his hand. 1625 Bacon Ess., 
Greatn. Kingd. (Arb.) 489 Examples, where Sea-Fights 
have beene Finall to the warre. 1660 R. Coxe Power & 
Subj. 95 Treason does ever produce fatal and final destruc- 
tion to the offender. 1771 Yunius Lett. xlix. 255 You 
would long since have received your final dismission and 
reward. 1797 G. WasuINGTon in Sir J. Sinclair Corr, (1831) 
Il. 26 Nothing final in Congress has been decided respect- 
ing the institution of a National Board of Agriculture. 
1827 Hoop Mids. Fairies xxxiy, Time shall be final of all 
things. 1860 TynpaLt Glac, 1. xii, 89 We made a series 
of final measurements. 

4. Having regard to end or purpose; chiefly in 
Final Causé (see Cause sb. 4b); final clause 
(Gram.), a clause expressing purpose or intention. 

cx400 Zest. Love u. (1560) 281 b/2 Aristotle supposeth that 
the actes of every thing been in a manner his finall cause. 
1583 Exec. for Treason (1675) 42 The very causes final of 
these Rebellions..have been to depose her Majesty from 
her Crown, 1606 Sir G. Goosecapfpe m1. ii, in Bullen O. P2. 
IIL. 53 Wer't not for women, who of all mens pompes Are 
the true final causes. 1878 Mortey Condorcet Crit. Misc. 
76 All predispositions are destined to develope themselves 
according to their final purpose. [See also Cause sd. 4b.] 


B. sd. 

1. The adj. used absol, +a. For final = finally, 
conclusively. Z# final = in conclusion (ods.). Db. 
That which comes last; completion, end, finish, 
Now rave. 

‘¢ 1374 Cuaucer Troylus 1v. 145 Thembassadours ben an- 





222 


swered for fynal. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 383 And now to 
speke as in finall Touchend that I undertoke. 1582 N. Licne- 
FIELD tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E.. Ind. 20 b, Those two Pilots 
had. . trauailed to bring to finall and execution their diuellish 
intent. 1617 Cottins Def. Bp. Ely 11. x. 427 The heele is 
the finall, the bottome of Gods workemanship. 1854 Syp. 
Dosey Balder xxy. 186 Finish each stern power To such 
an exquisite final that it ends A pluméd feeling. | 

2. In various applications due to elliptical uses 
of the adj.: e.g. a. The final letter of a word. +b. 
Music. (see quot.1885). ¢. Athletics. The deciding 
game, heat, or trial. dd. The last of a series of 


examinations; also f/. (Oxford cod/og.). 

1609 DouLanp Ornith. Microl. 15 Euery Song ending in 
the Finals, is regular and not transposed. Jdid. 41 Every 
crooked Finall, whether it ascend or descend, is a Breefe. 
1627 App. UssHer Le?Zt. (1686) 383 Without any difference 
of Initials and Finals. 1880 A, Gipson (f/¢/e), Aids to the 
Final [Law examination]. 1880 Amateur Athletic Assoc. 
Laws for Meetings 21 The best three competitors of the 
first trial shall be allowed three more tries each for the final. 
1885 W. S. Rocxstro in Excycl. Brit. XIX. 169/1 The 
intervals of each ‘mode’ [of plain chant] are derived from 
a fundamental sound, called its ‘final.’ (Mote. Analogous 
to the tonic or key-note of the modern scale.) 1894 GRANT 
ALLEN in Westm. Gaz. 20 June 2/1 Taking a pass degree in 
Finals, Zod. The initials and finals of these words form a 
double acrostic. ; 

Hence Fi‘nalism, the belief that the end or limit 
has been reached. Fi'nalist, one who believes 
that the end or limit has been reached. 

1883 J. Parker Zyne Ch. 18 The infallibility of this 
finalism was most obnoxious to a mind so strong-minded. 
1883 — Afost. Life Il. 265 They were not finalists; they 
felt that something more might be possible. 


|| Finale (finale). [It. fiale adj. (used subst.) 
:—L. findlem: see prec.] 

1. Music. a. ‘The last movement of a symphony, 
sonata, concerto, or other instrumental composi- 
tion.” b. ‘The piece of music with which any 
of the acts of an opera are brought to a close’ 


(Grove). 

[1724 Eaplic. Foreign Words in Music 31 Fin, Finis, or 
Finale, is the End or last Note of a Piece of Musick.] 1783 
Map. D’Arsiay Diary x Jan., The conclusion [of the opera] 
is a long historical finale. 1784 Mew Sect. No. 21. 3/2 
Several of them [the new airs] were encored, as was the 
finale. 1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. Il. 147 He has 
treated me with the overture of the piece..we shall havea 
grand fivale at home. 1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, The finale 
concluded, the dancers promenaded the room. 1866 ENGEL 
Nat. Mus. i. 10 Weber. .has introduced in the Finale of the 
first act, an Arabian melody. 1875 OusreLry JZus. Form x. 
51 A fugue on the original theme will often make a good 
finale to a set of variations. 

Jig. 1810 Bentuam Packing (1821) 57 This, the finale of 
his praises, sounded in his ears .. by his sergeant trumpeter 
[ete. ]. 

2. The last scene or closing part of a drama or 


any other public entertainment. 

1814 Byron Let. 14 Feb. in Moore Lif, It doubtless 
gratifies me much that our /za/e has pleased, and that the 
curtain drops gracefully. 1851 Loner. in £2/é (1891) II. 209 
Scherb has promised to read his lecture on Faust by way 
of finale. 

3. The conclusion, end; the final catastrophe. 

1785 Mrs. A. M. Bennett ¥uv. Indiscr. (1786) Il. 114 
Her finale of the matter was, that [etc.]. 1816 Geztl. Mag. 
LXXXVI. 1. 60 In the real battle .. we are most pleased 
with the fizale. 1821 Syp. Smitu Ws. (1859) I. 340/1 It 
seems to us no bad jimale of the pious labours of those 
who [etc.]. 1878 Bosw. Smiru Carthage 166 The natives 
remembered the crucifixion of 3000 of their countrymen, 
the finale of their..attempt at revolt. 

Finale, v. intr. nonce-wd. [f. prec.} To con- 
clude, wind up. 

1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennetr Beggar Girl (1813) I. 199 Mrs. 
Brown .. generally finaled with, ‘God knew, hundreds soon 
went’, 

Finality (foinz-liti). [ad. Fr. jixalité, ad. late 
L. finalitatem, f. finalis; see Frnau and -1ry.] 

+1, An endin view; a guiding object. Ods.—} 

1541 R. Copranp Galyen’s Terapeutyke 2 D iv b, Thou 
shalt prepose two fynalytees of curacyon. 

2. The relation of being an end or final cause ; 
the principle of final cause viewed as operative in 
the universe. 

1859 Darwin in Life §& Lett. (1887) Il. 247 On the con- 
trary he [Naudin] brings in his principle of finality. 1877 
E. Cairp Philos. Kant u. xii. 486 A relation between the 
parts of a living being, which can only be expressed by the 
category of finality, 

3. The quality, condition, or fact of being final ; 
the condition of being at the limit ; also the belief 
that something is final. (First used in this sense 
with regard to the Reform Bill of 1832.) 

1833 Croker in Croker Papers (1884) Il. 200 Althorp’s 
explanations as to the finality .. of the Bill. 1842 Grove 
Corr. Phys. Forces (1874) 160 Instead of approaching finality, 
the more we discover the more infinite appears the range of 
the undiscovered. 1846 S. B. Wituiams Princ. Railw. 
Managem. 26 Let us not devise our future works and arrange- 
ments with the idea of ‘finality’ to cramp our exertions, 
1873 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 167 They claim finality 
for the revelation of Emmanuel Swedenborg. 1878 Bayne 
Purit, Rev. i, 21 Calvin. .fell into the error of finality, 

b. concer. Something that is final, a final action, 
state, or utterance. 

7833 Jerrrey in Ld. Cockburn Z7/ I. 352 I have just taken 
my last peep into that. .heart-stirring House of Commons... 
There is something sad in these finalities, 1859 HawTrHORNE 





FINANCE. 


Fr. & It. Fruls. x ane I cannot bear to say that word as 
a finality. 1860 O. W. Hormes Eésze V. 225 Each propa- 
gandist ready with his bundle of finalities. 

4. attrib. 

1839 Vait’s Mag. V1. 630 John Russell. .To Reform he has 
been detrimental.. He is our own Finality John. 1844 
DisraEvt Coningsby vi. iii, Odious distinctions were not 
drawn between Finality men and progressive Reformers. 
1856 Emerson Lng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. 115 The 
perceptive class and the practical finality class are ever in 
counterpoise. 

Hence Fina‘lityship, once wd. (cf. quot. 1839 
in 4). 

. Tait’s Mag. VI. 63 The vehement patriotic desire, 
entertained by his Finalityship [Lord J. Russell], to keep 
out the Radicals and the ‘Yories. 

Finally (foinali), adv. Also 4 fynaly, 5-6 
-ally, 5 fynallich. [f. Finan a.+-Ly2.] 

1. In the end, lastly, at last, ultimately. 

1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 11. 1006 For ber-with mene I 
fynaly be peyne.. Fully toslen. c1400 Berxyz 1521 Fynallich, 
to the end of hir accordement. 1447 BokENnHam Seyutys 
(Roxb.) 2 What was the entent Of the auctour fynally. 
@ 1533 Lv. Berners //1o7n lix. 206 Fynally the forse of the 
paynyms was so gret that at length they coude not abyde it. 
ax610 Heatey Cebes (1636) 134 And finally, confirmeth the 
body in perfect soundnesse. 1729 Butter Seva. Wks. 1874 
Il. 36 Evil prevailing finally over good. 1825 J. Neat 
Bro. Fonathan 1. 8 Finally, after having beaten him at 
everything else, he beat him at his own.. game. 1860 
TynpALt Glac. 1, ix. 64 We finally swerved to the right. 

b. Indicating the last point or conclusion of 


a discourse, treatise, etc. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 2 Fynally, I beseche all 
..to pray for me wretche. 1611 Bree 2 Cor. xiii. 11 Finally, 
brethren, farewell. 1743 J. Morris Servs. vii. 206 Finally, 
let us all fear God. 

quasi-sd, 1874 Aupricu Prud, Palfrey x. (1885) 164 The 
poor old parson’s interminable ninthlies and finallies. 

2. So as to make a complete end; in a manner 
not to be reversed or altered; once for all, de- 


cisively, conclusively. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 10802 Lest his folke in the feld were 
fynally distroyet. 31512 Act 4 Hen. VIII c. 18 § 14 All 
manner of Officers. .[shall] be utterlye acquyted & fynallye 
discharged for ever. 1650 Futter Pisgah ut. ix. 430 Devils 
he cast out of men so finally, that they entred no more into 
them. a@1716 Soutn Serm. (1737) Il. 229 Many men are 
finally lost. 1801 Foster in Life & Corr. (1846) I. 130 Finall 
settle the great account. 1884 Manch. Exam. 28 May 5/4 
The arrangement... would. .deal finally and effectually with 
a national question. — 

Finance (fi-, foinze'ns), 56.1 Forms: 5 fenaunce, 
5-6 fin-, fynaunce, (5 fynance), 5— finance. 
[a. OF. finance, n. of action f. fixer to end, to settle 
a dispute or a debt, pay ransom, to bargain for, to 
furnish, procure, f. 7: see F1nz sb. ‘The senses 


now current are adopted from mod.Fr. 

Jobnson 1755 and some mod. Dicts. mark the stress on the 
first syllable, though all editions of Bailey 1721-90) have 
the stress on the second syllable, which is now usual. ] 

+1. Ending, an end. Oés. rare. 

az400 Cov. Myst. (1841) 223 God, that alle thynge dede 
make of nowth.. puttyst each creature.to his fenaunce. 
1616 in BuLLoKaR. 

+2. a. Settlement with a creditor; payment of 
a debt; compensation or composition paid or 


exacted. Ods. 
c1400 Beryn 2534 To make for yeur wrongis to 3ew rizte 
hize fenaunce. 14.. Lament. Mary Maga. (Chaucer's Wks. 
1561), There is no more, but dethe is my fynaunce, c1470 
Henry Wallace vim. 926 Thar finance maid, delyuerit gold 
full sone. te) 
+b. esp. A payment for release from captivity or 
punishment ; a ransom. Phrase, zo put to (one’s) 


Jinance =¥r. mettre a finance. Obs. 

1439 Rolls Parl, V. 22/1 Where as the seid Countesse .. 
hath made a Lone of a MCC/. to the seid Erle of Somerset, 
for the payment of his fenaunce. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 14 The 
said King Johan was put to finaunce and raunsom of thre 
millions of scutis of gold. 1523 Lp. Brerners F7oiss, I. 
cccxi. 193 Y° other knyghtes .. were put to their fynaunce, 
1568 Grarron Chron. II. 120 The sayde Foulkes after he 
had lyen a certaine of tyme in prison, was for his finance 
delivered. 1597 Guistard § Sismond Bij, I for your finaunce 
give that ye love best. 

+3. Supply (of goods) ; stock of money ; treasure, 
substance. Zo make finance [ =OF. faire finance): 
to furnish supplies. Oés. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 9 Thoroughe lak of provision of men of 
armes, tresour, and secre of suffisaunt nombre of goodes. 
1489 Act Dom. Conc. 129 That nain of thaim .. supple the 

aid James in making of fynance or vtherwais. 1502 Ord. 
Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1v. xxi. 225 Yf the procurer or 
tuter of ony faderlesse chyldren gyueth theyr fynaunce unto 
usurye. 1692-1732 in CoLEs. : : 

+4. Borrowing of money at interest. Ods. 

1552 CHAMBERLAIN Le?. 8 Jan. in Strype Hecl. Mem, II. 
xiil. 349 The Emperor ..sought ..to have what he could by 
finance and other means. _ 1721 StrypTeE J6id. II. xiii. 350 
There was no money to be had at finance in Antwerp under 
16 in the hundred for one year. . 

+5. A tax; taxation; the revenues of a sovereign 
or state (in A/. passing into 6). Oés. 

1489 Caxton Faytfes of A. ul. xiv. 200 A prynce .. ought 
before hande to .. see where and how hys fynaunce shal be 
made and taken, 1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 161 In like robes 
folowed the Lordes .. of the finaunce. c1598 LAMBARDE 
Office of Alienations in Bacon’s Wks. 1778 II. 401 All the 
finances or revenues of the imperial crown..be either extra- 
ordinary or ordinary. 1670 Corton Zsfernon u. vu. 306 
Bulion..Sur-Intendant of the Finances, 


FINANCE. 


6. /. The pecuniary resources, a. primarily, of 
a sovereign or state; b. ¢vansf. of a company or 
an individual. 

a@. 178: Gipson Decl. § F. II. 33 To their wisdom was 
committed the supreme administration of justice and of the 
finances. 1845 McCuttocu 7aration ui. il. (1852) 444 The 
management of the finances of a great nation. 

b. 1739 Cipper Aol, (1756) I. 169 ‘The finances of the 
other house held it not above one season more. 1766 CowPER 
Wks, (1837) XV. 13 My finances will never be able to satisfy 
these craving necessities. 1783 Fox Sf. E. /udia Bill x Dec, 
in Sf. (1815) II. 247 The finances of the East India company. 
1842 BarHam Jugol. Leg., Sir Rupert 16 ‘These, and a few 
less defensible fancies Brought the Knight to the end of his 
slender finances. ; 

{c. Expenditure. ? s2once-use. 

1730 Gay Let. to Swift 6 Dec. (1766) II. 118 The duchess 
is a more severe check upon my finances than ever you were. 

7. The management of money, esp. public money ; 
the science which concerns itself with the levying 
and application of revenue in a state, corporation, 
etc. + Man of finance = FINANCIER. 

1770 Funins Lett. xxxix, 201 His first enterprise in finance. 
1814 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. XII. 119 The law on 
finance yesterday passed the House of Peers. 1816 BenrHam 
Law Taxes Wks. 1843 II. 58x It is too much to expect of 
aman of finance, that [etc.]. 1845 McCuttocu 7 aration 
iL. i. (1852) 417 No scheme of finance can be bottomed on 
sound principles which disguises these necessary conse- 
quences of war, 

8. attrib. and Comb., as finance-chamber, com- 
mittee, -minister (sense 7); + finance-making vbl. 
sb. (sense 2 b). - 

1845 S. Austin Razke’s Hist. Ref. 111. 251 The emperor 
had .. been required to restore to the empire its *finance 
chambers (Kammern). 1807 JZorn. Chron. in Spir. Publ. 
Frnis, (1808) XI, 112 That *Finance Committee. a 1467 
Grecory Chron. 152 Withowte anny of *fynaunce makynge 
orramsom. 1790 Burke #7, Rev. Wks. 1808 V. 405 The 
plain obvious duty of a common *finance minister. 1845 
McCuttocr Taxation m1, iii. (1852) 468 Our finance ministers 
can claim no credit for peculiar .. ability in this respect. 

+ Finance, 53.2 Sc. Obs. Also 6 fynance. 
[?a. AF. *fimance, f. finer to refine, f. fiz FINE a.] 
Fineness (of precious metals). 

1473 Sc. Acts Fas. [IT (1814) II, r0os/x Pe new pennyis.. 
haue pe course..vnto pe tyme bat be fynance of pame be 
knawne, 1478 Jéid. (1814) Il. 118/2 His hienes. .sall..mak 
a sett & Reuyle [rule] of his moneye baith gold & siluer 
of pe wecht & finance pat It sallhalde. 1555 Sc. Act. Mary 
(1814) II. 499/x That na goldsmyth mak .. siluer vnder the 
iust fynance of elleuin penny fyne vnder the pane of deid. 

Finance (fi-, foinzns), v. [f. Finance sd.1] 

+1. a. zrans. To put to ransom. b. zr, To 


pay ransom, Oés. 

1478 Plumpton Corr. p. \xii, Some of them labored and 
treated by them to make them fynance, as they had bene 
the Kings enemies. 1494 Fasyan Chron, vit. 362 [They] 
caryed away with theym many of the cytezeyns, beynge 
ryche, and fynauncyd theym at great summes of money. 

2. trans. To furnish with finances or money; to 


find capital for. 

1866 Zinzes 2 Feb. 7/5 To finance a business .. a new verb 
..is to supply it with capital to make a daring speculation. 
1883 F. P. Henry in Law Times 28 July 247/2 It was 
alleged that Manning .. had financed or backed Hannam, 
a cattle dealer, lending him money to trade with, 

3. intr. To conduct or engage in financial opera- 
tions, to manage monetary affairs ; to provide one- 


self with capital. 

1827 [see next]. 1885 Daily News 12 Feb. 5/7 He financed, 
in the most successful manner, with paper money. 

Hence Financing v0/. sb.; also attrib. 

1827 Hone Every-day Bk. 11, 12 They [our ancestors] had 
no counting-houses, no ledgers, no commerce, no. . financing, 
1866 Jorn. Star 17 Mar., The old board allowed this man 
to do what was sometimes called financing. 1881 CARLYLE 
in Froude Lzfe ix Lond. II, xxiv. 481 Those millions you 
have heaped together with your financing work, 

Financeer, var. of FINANCIER v. 

+ Financer. Ods. [f. as prec.+-rr1.] = Fi- 
NANCIER I. 

a. 1630 R. Fohnson's Kingd. & Commw. 166 His Financers 
and Officers used for the collection. 1656 BLount Glossogy’, 
Financer, an Exchequer-man, Receiver, Under-Treasurer 
or Teller in the Exchequer. 1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 37/2 The 
Financers and Partisans were here [Paris] for some time in 
a little ease. 1769 Gotpsm. Hist. Rome 1. 421 The financers 
‘or farmers of the public revenue, 

Financial (finenfal),@. [f. as prec. + -(1)AL.] 

1. Of, pertaining, or relating to finance or money 
matters. Financial year; the annual period for 
which accounts are made up. 

1769 Burke State of Nation Wks, 1808 II. 112, I shall 
make no objections whatsoever, logical or financial, to this 
reasoning, 1812 G. Cuatmers Dom, Econ, Gt. Brit. 102 
A financial operation was performed .. which gradually re- 
lieved the embarrassments of the State. 186x LincoLn in 
Raymond L7/ 168 ‘The financial year ending on the 30th of 
pane 1861, 1882 Miss Brappon JZt, Royal I. i. 16 She had 

ardly ever given a thought to her financial position. 

2. Of a member in a society: That pays (his sub- 
scription), ‘paying’ as opposed to ‘honorary’, 
Also, that is not in arrear with his payments. © 

1892 Daily News 29 Feb. 5/5 The Miners’ Federation ., 
contains in round numbers 180,000 paying or ‘financial’ 
members, as they are called, among the ‘bottom workers’, 

Hence Fina‘ncially adv., in relation to financial 
matters, from a financial point of view. 

1795 Burke Thoughts on Scarcity Wks, 1808 VII. 414, 
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I consider .. the stopping of the distillery, ceconomically, 
financially, commercially..as a measure rather well meant 
than well considered. 1864 Br. or Lincotn Charge 5 
Financially, the diminution of grants received..has not 
been..great. 1882 Macm. Mag. XLVI. 439 Progress in this 
respect must be attempted only when financially safe. 

Firancialist (fine-nfalist). [f. Financran + 
-18T.] = FINANCIER 2. 

1864 Daily Tel. 27 Apr., The astute financialist who 
created this great agency [the Crédit Mobilier]. 1884 77th 
4 Sept. 374/2 Certain great cosmopolitan financialists who 
hold large amounts of Unified Bonds. 

Financian (fine‘nfian). rave—°. 
5b. +-(1)AN.] = FINANCIER. 

1846 WorcEsTER (citing Month. Rev.). 

+ Fina‘ncical, @. Ods. rare. 
-I0+-AL.] = FINANCIAL. 

1800 Ann, Reg. 230 The financical difficulties of France.. 
formed the proximate cause. [And elsewhere in same vol.] 

Financier (finensiar), [a. F. financier, f. 
Jinance + see FINANCE 56.1] 

+1. #r. Hist, An administrator, collector, or 
farmer of taxes before the Revolution. Odés. 

1678 in PuiLiips App. 174x Hume Ess, xv. 185 The only 
Gainers by it [the oppressive fiscal system in France] are 
the /inanciers, a Race of Men..hated by..the whole King- 
dom. 1755 JoHnson Dict., Financier [in italics as a foreign 
word], one who collects and farms the public revenue. 

2. One who is concerned with finance; one who is 
skilled in levying and managing public money. 

1618 Bacon Let. to Fas. J, 2 Jan. Wks. (Spedding) XIIT. 
453, 1... whom only love and duty to your majesty .. hath 
made a financier. 1681 CoLvit Whigs Supplic. (1751) 136 
So we may prove Financiers thieves. 1770 Lp, MALMESBuURY 
Diaries & Corr. (1844) 1. 52 His [Charles III of Spain] 
own subjects are starving, and his financiers are at their 
wits’ ends. 1790 Burke #7. Rev. 330 The objects of 
a financier are..to secure an ample revenue; to impose it 
with judgment..to employ it ceconomically [etc.]. 1824 
Byron 92az xvi. xcviii, Most orators, but very few finan- 
ciers. 1874 GREEN Short Hist. ix. § 10. 710 Walpole..was 
the first English Minister who was a great financier. 

3. A capitalist concerned in financial operations, 

1867 Pall Mall G. 26 July 7 A financial combination of 
London financiers and financial houses. 1880 DisraEtt 
Endynz, xxxviii, Forty years ago the great financiers had 
not that..position in society which they possess at present. 

Hence Fina'neiery, the practice or occupation 


of a financier. 

1881 Blackw, Mag. CX XIX. 176 Speculative customers 
who had an instinctive are for accommodating financiery, 
began to find him out, 

Financier (fi:nénsio'1).v. Also financeer. [f, 
prec. sb.; first in vbl. sb, and ppl. adj. fixanciering, 
after engineering, etc.) a. intr. To play the part of 
a financier ; to conduct financial operations. Chiefly 
in contemptuous use; now often (esf, in U.S.), to 
swindle, cheat. Also quasi-trans. to jimancter away, 
out of. b. trans, =FINANCEY, 2, Hence Finan- 


cie'ring v0/. sb. and pf/. a. 

1800 Morn. Chron. in Spirit Pub. Fruls, (1801) 1V. 163 
Your financiering genius. 1822 Examiner 290/1 The un- 
speakable financiering of the ‘heaven-born’. 1843 Blackw, 
Mag. LIV. 245 The financiering economist of ‘cheese parings 
and candle ends’. 1864 CarLyLe Predk, Gt. 1V. xvi. vii. 339 
Expenditures and financierings. 1865 /d7d. VI. xx. vi. 147 
Endless sore business he doubtless has, of recruiting, finan- 
ciering, watching and providing. 1864 Sata in Dazly Tel. 
27 Sept., At least one-fifth of the five millions of dollars .. 
has been ‘financiered’ away to private uses. 1865— Diary 
ia Amer. 1, 129 He tried hard .. to financeer us out of an 
additional forty cents, 1884 V. Y. Herald 27 Oct. 4/3 Rail- 
road construction and financiering. 1892 Harfer's Mag, 
Feb. 4290/2 This region .. does its financiering in Chicago. 
1894 Daily News 3 Oct. 6/5 Intent upon persuading her 
husband to financeer the Onofalga Company. 

Financist (fine‘nsist). [f. Frvancog 5J,.1 + 
-IST.] = FINANCIER sé, 2 and 3. 

1881 Daily News 18 Noy. 5/4 Financists hastened a little 
what must have happened soon or late. 1887 /d7a@. 30 May 5/4 
The financists .. wanted to keep their concession. 1888 
Univ. Rev, Oct. 218 Mexico was looked upon as an El 
Dorado by the financists of the St. Simonian school. 

+Financy. Os. rare. [f. F. finance: see 
Finance sd.1 and -ancy.] =FInance 50.1 3, 6. 

1656 in BLount Glossogr. [citing Bacon]. 1727 ARBUTHNOT 
Anct. Coins, Diss. Navig. 227 When he was straitned in his 
Financies at the Siege of Byzantium. ' 

Finary, obs. f. Finery 2 a puddling furnace, 

Finch (finf). Forms; 1 fine, 5-6 fynche, 4— 
finch, [OF. fie str, masc.=MDu. vinke (Du. 
vink), OHG, jincho wk, masc. (MHG. wirke, Ger. 
Jink); not recorded in ON, (Sw. fixk, Da. finke). 

The OTeut. */inki-z, finkjon-, would correspond to a pre- 
Teut. *Jing-, which Fick finds in Gr. méyya young bird 
(Hesych.), and in various Indo-European words denoting 
colour: OSI. A¢g7 particoloured, Skr. #7xga brown, reddish, 
also young animal, Aznjdra gold-coloured, pingalé brown, 
brown animal (cf. Gr. méyyaaAos lizard). Cf. also Spink, the 
chaffinch=Gr. owtyyos and omiga (:—*spingja). Of similar 
sound and meaning, but not demonstrably connected, are 
F. pinson, Sp. pinchon, pinzon, Catal. finsd, It. pinctone:— 
med.Lat. pzvcidn-em; also Welsh fznc, Eng. dial. pink, 
Breton Aint, tint, the chaffinch; and Russian nhHKAa wil- 
low-wren (and cognates in other mod. Slav. langs.) It seems 
possible that some at least of these words are of echoic 
origin; the call-note of the male chaffinch is, in England, 
often represented as ‘spink’ or ‘pink’.] | 

1. A name given to many small birds of the order 


Passeres, esp. to those of the genus /ringi//a or 


[f. Finance 


[f. as prec, + 
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family Fringiliide. To pull a finch: to swindle 
an ignorant or unsuspecting person (cf. to pluck 
a pigeon). 

_ «700 Epinal Gloss. 423 Fringella, fine. cx0s0 Ags. Voc. 
in Wr,-Wiilcker 286 Fringi/la, finc. c1386 Cuaucer Pro/, 
654 Ful prively a finch eke coude he pull. c¢1400 Rom. Rose 
658 In many places were nyghtyngales, Alpes, fynches, and 
wodewales. c1532 Dewes /utrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 912 The 
fynche, Ze Jinchon. 1590 Suaxs. Mids. N. 11. i. 133. 1655 
Mouret & Bennet Health’s Improv. (1746) 188 Finches for 
the most part live upon Seeds. 1720 Gay Poems (1745) II. 
176 And pecking finches scoop the golden rind. 1847 Lytron 
Lucretia 3x The linnet and finch sang still from the neigh- 
bouring copses, 1878 BrowninG Poets Croisic 71 Brisk as 
any finch He twittered, 

b. With defining words, forming popular names 
of species of /rzngzliide and of other birds of 
similar appearance, as fallow finch, the wheat- 
ear; mountain finch, the brambling; purple 
finch (U.S.), (see quot. 1884); storm finch, the 
stormy petrel ; thistle finch (=F. chardonneret), 
yellow finch, rare names for the goldfinch. Also 
BULLFINCH, CHAFFINCH, GOLDFINCH, GREENFINCH. 

1678 Ray Willughby's Ornith. 255 The great pied Moun- 
tain-Finch. .is of the bigness of a yellow Finch. 1708 Mot- 
TEUx Rabelais 1. lix. (1737) 244 Snytes .. Thistle- Finches. 
1768 PENNANT Zool. II. 434 Like the storm-finch, they are 
dispersed over the whole Atlantic ocean. @1826 Loncr. 
Autumn 23 The purple finch. 1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. 
I. 245 The Mountain Finch. 1884 Coves V. Amer. Birds 
(ed. 2) 346 Carpodacus purpureus, Purple Finch (better 
Crimson Finch). /42d.347 C, Cassini. .Cassin’s Purple Finch. 

2. attrib, and Comb., as + finch-bird, -tribe. Also 
+ finch-egg, a contemptuous epithet. 

1552 Hutoet, Finche byrde, achant7s. 1606 SHaxs. Ty. 
& Cr. v.i. 41 Paty. Out, gall! Ther. Finch Egge! “1802 
Binctey Anim, Biog, (1813) 11, 168 Of the Finch tribe in 
general, 

Finch, obs, form of FinisH v. 

Fi-nch-backed, a. ? Ods. =next. 

1796 W. Marsuaci Midland Counties Gloss., Finch-backed, 
white on the back; as cattle. 

Finched (finft), ZA/. a. [?f. Finco+-rp2; 
but the meaning is not accounted for.] (See quots.) 

viens Cuttey Live Stock 56 They [Long-horned Cattle] 
.- have (in general) a white streak or lace along their back, 
which the breeders term finched. 1794 WEDGE Agric. Surv. 
Chester 31 Their [cows’] prevailing colours are red, brindled 
and pied; with almost universally ‘finched’, or white backs. 
1825 in Loupon Fncycl. Agric. § 6108. 954 (quoting CuLLEy), 

Finchery (finféri), [f. Fryen + -mry.] A 
place for finches, a decoy. 

1887 Eng. [ilust. Mag. Sept. 779, 4,425 finches were caught 
in this finchery alone. 

+ Finction. Ods. rare. [a. OF. finction, fin- 
cion, ad. vulgar L. *finction-em (class. L. ficttonem) : 
see Ficrion.] A fiction, invention. 

@1529 SKELTON Jmage Ipocr. 1. 283 That frames his fine. 
tions Into distinctions. 

+Fincture. Ods.  [ad. It. fimctura (mod. 
fintura), a. vulgar L. *finctira, f. jgére to FEIGN. 
Cf. OF. finture.] =FEINT sd, I a. 

1595 SavioLo Practice Hiva, If he use any fincture or 
false thrust, answer him not. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 
ML xi. 226 Of counter times, finctures, sly passataes, 

Find (feind), 5d. [f. next vb.] 

1. An act or instance of finding; in hunting lan- 
guage, the finding of a fox, etc.; in wider use, a 
discovery, e.g, of minerals, treasure, archzeological 
remains, etc. Somewhat co/log. 

1825 SoutHEey Let. 30 Aug. (1856) III. 498, I only hope 
*twill fit the man that findsit. Anda good find he had; for 
it [a hat] was a new one, 1852 W, JERDAN Axtfodiog. 1. 157 
The public, as fox-hunters say, shall have the benefit of the 
‘find’,. 1868 G, SrepHens Rumic Mon. 1. 195 We need not 
despair of fresh finds. 1883 E. PenNeLL-ELmuirst Cream 
Leicestersh, 299 They realised the find of a fox. 1884 The 
American VI1, 220 The Paris /%garo announces a ‘find’ of 
letters by Beaumarchais. 1887 R. Murray Geol. Victoria 159 
The Frying-pan gold-field, where some good finds were made, 

2. concr. That which is found, 

1847 in Hariiwett.. 1858 McComaie “7st. Victoria xv. 
218 ‘The great ‘finds’ of gold were .. first discovered on the 
old Golden Point on Forest Creek. 1865 Lussock Pres, 
Times i. (1869) 12 Bronze weapons are entirely absent from 
the great finds of the Iron Age. — 

3. A sure find; a. Sporting, a place where a 
‘find’ is sure to be made; b. co//og. one who or 
something which is sure to be found. 

1838 Tuackeray Vellowplush Papers vii, His son was a 
sure find (as they say) during his illness. 1866 H. W, WHEEL- 
wriGHt Sporting Sketches 335 There are certain .. coverts 
which are sure finds. ; 

4. Comb., as find-spot, the place of finding. 

1876 J. Frrcusson Indian Archit. 1. vii. 170 note, He 
could only ascertain the ‘find spot’ of five or six [specimens], 

Find (foind), v. Pa. ¢. and pf/e. found (fauna). 
Forms: a, 1, find-an, 2-4 find-en, 3-7 finde, 
fynd(e(n, 2-4 south. vinde, vynde, @ fundan, 
3 findin, feind, 5 fende, fyne, 9 da/. fine, Sc, 
and north, 3-9 fin, 4-5 fon(d), 3- find. B. 1 
sefindan, 2-3 ifinden, sou¢h. ivinden, 4 ifind, 
yfynde. fa. ¢. sing. a. 1 fand, also wk. form 
funde, 4 south. vand, 3-4 faand, 1-5 fond, (3-5 
fonde, 3 south. vond, 4-5 foond, 3-5 fande, 
funde, 5 faunde, 6 fund), 3-6 founde, 5— found, 
(4 fon, funn, 5 fune, 5-8 .S¢, fand, 9 dal. fan), 


FIND. 


B. 2-3 3e-, ifund(e, south. ivunde, 3 ifond, -nt. 
south. ivond, 5 yfonde, 3-5 i-, yfound(e. f/. I 
fundon, (2 fyndon), 2-4 -en, 3-7 founden, (4 
found-, fundyn, 6 Sc. fundin), 4-5 fonden, 3-5 
founde, 5- found, Sc. 4— fand, (9 dzal. fant). 
B. 2-3 ifunden. Ja, pple. a. 1-5 funden, (3 
fundun), 4-6 founde, (4 fownde, 4-5 founden, 
fond(en, -in, -yn), 5- found; (also 4 fonte, 5 
fon, 8 dial, fawnd, Sc. 4-6 fundin, -yn, 6 -ing, 
4-9 fun, 9 fan,fund). 8. 1 sefunden,3ifonden, 
ifunde(n, 4 yfounde(n, south. yvonde. [A 
Com. Teut. str.vb.: OE. findan (pa. t. fand, fond, 
pl. fundon, pa. pple. funden) =OFris. finda, OS. 
jfindan, fithan (MDu., Du. vinden), OHG. findan 
(MHG, vinden, mod.G. finden), ON. finna (Sw. 
jinna, Da. finde), Goth. finpan, f. Teut. root *finp- 
:—pre-Teut. *ex¢- whence Olrish é¢azm I find. 

Some regard this Zen/- as a nasalized form (with an 
originally belonging to the present stem only) of the root 
pet- of L. petére to seek, aim at. Others would identify it 
with the widely represented Indo-European root jent- 
(: pont-, put-) to go, journey, whence OTeut. */anpyon (OHG. 
Sendo, OF. féda) footsoldier, pedestrian ; on this supposition 
the development of sense is similar to that of L. zavenire to 
Sie Sar tofind. | jf sen jf 

the OTeut. conjugation, jinJan, fanp-, fundum, Jum 
dono- (Goth. funpum, funpans are due to the analogy of the 
forms with A), should by phonetic law have yielded OF, 
*fidan, *fbd, fundon, funden; as this would have been an 
apparently unique ablaut-series the vb. was naturally affected 
by the analogy of vbs. like dindan, grindan, windan, For 
the short forms fx, fax, fun (chiefly Sc.) and for the sur- 
vival of fand as pa. t. cf, remarks on Ernp.]} 

I. To come upon by chance or in the course of 
events. 

1. trans. To come across, fall in with, meet with, 
light upon. Primarily of persons, and implying 
perception of the object encountered; hence of 
things viewed as agents. 

Beowulf 2136 (Gr.) Ic .. grundhyrde fond. ax1o000 Boeth. 
Metr. xiii. 38 Seo leo .. Nim@d éall Set hio fint. c1175 
Lamb. Hom. 83 Pe sunne scined purh pe glesne ehburl .. 
and ho nimed al swuch hou alse ho ber on vint. Jézd. 107 
He mei findan fele pe beod bet ipozen and isto3en pene he. 
c1205 Lay. 12303 Heo .. iuunden pene king pzer he wes an 
sleting. a@1300 Cursor AZ, 1183 (Cott.) Quen adam abel 
bodi fand For soru on fote moght he noght stand. c1394 
P. Pl. Crede 631 Whoso for-gabbed a frere y-founden at 
pe stues. c1q400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) viii. 29 In pat ryuer er 
oft tymes funden many precious stanes. ¢1489 CAxToN 
Sonnes of Aymon xxiv. 526 Men shold fynde in the worlde 
but fewe suche knyghtes as he isone, 1513 DouGLas 4/ne7s 
vu. ii, heading, The sow with grisis.. Eneas fand. 1660 
Boyte New Lap. Phys. Mech. xxxv. (1682) 138 Which 
impels the water it findes in its way. 1705 AppisoNn J¢aly 
Pref., Many new Subjects that a Traveller may find to em- 
ploy himself upon. 1883 Cextury Mag. XXVI. 911/2 They 
might find traces of European sojourn on the island. 

absol, 1340 Ayenbd, 38 Yef pe vinst and na3t ne yelst : bou 
hit stelst. 16zx Biste Yoh xxi. 6 Cast the net on the right 
side of the ship, and yee shall find. 5 

b. with + 007. and z2f. ; or with 007. and compl. 

axo00 Fuliana 364 (Gr.) Ic hine finde ferd stadelian. 
¢1275 Pass. Our Lord 325 in O. E. Misc. 46 Pesne mon we 
funde vorbeoden vre lawe. c1340 Cursor M. 6827 (Trin.) 
Pin enemyes beest pou fyndes o stray. c¢1385 CHAUCER 
L.G. W.1798 Lucretia, Ryghte as a wolfe that fynt a lamb 
allone. cx1450 Merlin 4 He was founden dede. 1552 Lyn- 
pEsAY Monarche 5517 Geue thare sall ony man, or wyue, 
That day be funding upon lyue. 1670 Lapy M. Bertie in 
12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 21, I.. could not find 
herat hom. 1826 J. Wirson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 1.179 
He has..been fun’ lying in the middle of the road. 

ce. To meet with in records. + Also absol. 

e175 Lamb. Hom. 47 We uinded in halie boc bg ieremie 
pe prophete stod..in be uenne up to his mude. @1300 
Cursor M. 356 (Cott.) pis elementz pat al thinges bindes 
Four er pai, als clerkes findes. 1340 HampoLe Pr. Consc. 7176 
Als in som boke wryten es fonden. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 13494 
Fro the towne of Thessaile .. Eght furlong, I fynd. 1678 
Asp. Sancrort in D’Oyly Zz (1821) II. 406 There we find 
the holy man in a great strait of affliction, 1712 ADDISON 
Spect. No, 415 P 3 We find Semiramis leading her three 
Millions to the Field. 186x M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I. 34 
In 1276, we find the Emperor and the King of England in 
constant communication, 

d. To come upon, begin acquaintance with or 
operation upon (any object), when it is in a speci- 
fied condition ; often contrasted with Zave. 

1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 59 In the state thou it 
fand Thou shal it turne. a@1568 AscHam Scholenz. (Arb.) 
133 He found that Colledge spending scarse two hundred 
markes by [the] yeare: he left it spending a thousand markes 
and more. a1656 Be. Hatt Rem, Wks. (1660)179 Affliction 
never leaves us as it findes us. 1784 Cowper Jas 111, 386 
The morning finds the self-sequester’d man Fresh for his 
task. 1827 Examiner 481/1 They can only administer the 
law as they find the law. 1884 GLADSTONE in Standard 29 
Feb, 2/6 That is the state of things we found established. 

2. To discover the whereabouts of (something 
hidden or not previously observed) ; sometimes 
with implied notion of picking up or carrying off. 
Cf. 9. 

c12z50 Gen. & Ex. 1878 Salamon findin is sal, And his 
temple sriden wid-al. a157z Knox Hist. Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 
360 The multitude had fundin, bureid in the Kirk, a great 
number of idollis. 1656 Cowrey Misc., Gold 11 A curse on 
its who found the Oare! Mod. I found a shilling on the 

oor. 

3. To meet with, come to have, obtain, receive, get 
(chiefly, something desirable or needful), Zo find 
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favour, grace, mercy: see the sbs. Zo find one’s 
account in (something) : to receive advantage from 
(a course of action), to experience to be profitable 


(=Fr. trouver son compte). 

axo00 Cxdmon’s Gen. 1456 (Gr.) Heo ..no.. reste fand. 
c1230 Hali Meid. 7 Swuch swetnesse pu schalt ifinden in 
his luue. ¢1374 Cuaucer Axel. §& Arc. 106 Hir fredome 
fonde Arcyte. c1475 Rauf Coilzear 294 The worthie har- 
berie that I haue fundin heir. 158x J. Bett Haddon's 
Answ. Osor. 380 b, What heresy [was ever] so absurde, that 
found not creditte .. somewhere? 1596 DatryMPLe tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. 11, (1887) 169 Firfding occasioune to win 
honour... blythlie he apprehendes it. 161r Biste 7vans/. 
Pref, 1 But yet [it] findeth but cold intertainment in the 
world. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) Il. 231, I have 
always found my Account insuch Method. 1767 BLacksToNE 
Comm. 11. 369 Upon a petition preferred to the lord in his 
court baron the party grieved shall find remedy. 1781 
Cowper Charity 557 No works shall find acceptance in that 
day. 31813 Macautay Epitaph.on Martyn, The Christian 
hero finds a Pagan tomb. 1853 F. W. Newman Odes of 
Hlorace Pref. 5, 1 .. despair of finding readers among those 
who seek solely for amusement. 1861 M. Pattison Ls. 
(1889) I. 47 Such commodities .. found little market. 

absol. 161x Biste ¥ob xxxiv, 11 He [shall] .. cause euery 
man to finde according to his wayes. 


+b. with 22f as ob7. Obs. rare. 

1375 Cantic, de Creatione 851 in Anglia I, Pat y may 
fynden glad to be in al my lyf tyme ones. 

4. To gain or recover the use of (one’s limbs, 
powers, etc.). Zo find one’s feet: lit. of a child: 
To be able to stand ; fig. to become conscious of or 
develop one’s powers. Cf. FEEL v. 6 d. 

@1535 More Wks. 1254 The bitch had founde the foote 
agayn: and on she came. 1593 SHAks. 2 Hen. VJ, 11. i. 
147 We must haue you finde your Legges. Sirrha Beadle, 
whippe him till he leape ouer that same Stoole. 1642 
Futter Holy & Prof, St. v. xix. 438 They thought it high 
time for the Cow to find her horns. 1667 Mitton P. Z. vitt. 
97 His [the Sun’s] beams, unactive else, thir vigor find. 
1673 Ess. Educ, Gentlewom. 26 Children .. when they find 
their own feet, will not abide the tedium of a School. 1827 
Keser Chr. Y. 23 Trin. xi, The groveling worm Shall find 
his wings. 1868 Hotme Lee BZ. Godfrey ii. 8 Olive was just 
beginning to find her feet. 

5. To discover or perceive on inspection or con- 
sideration ; to perceive or recognize the presence 
of. Sometimes approximating to the sense of Fr. 
trouver: To consider (a quality, circumstance) to 
be present. Zo find fault: see FAULT sd. 6. 

1382 Wycuir Luke xxiii. 4, I fynde no thing of cause in this 
man. ¢1400 MaunpeV. (Roxb.) vii, 25 Euermare in be middes 
of bam es funden pe figure of pecrosse. 1486 Bk. St, Albans 
Ejb, Ther in fyndyn wee suche dyuersite. 1553 WILSON 
R het, (1580) Prol. A iv b, Malitious folke, that love to finde 
faults in other mennes matters. 1735 BERKELEY Def. Free- 
thinking in Math. § 30, I find no sense or reason in what you 
say. 1848 Macautay 7st. Eng. I. 354 Nor did the world 
find anything ludicrous in the pomp which. .surrounded him. 


b. with complement or infinitive. 

ce1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 87 And cumed perto [the huse] 
and fint hit emti. 13.. 4. &. Addit. P. A. 870 On alle her 
forhedez wryten I fande, Pe lombez nome, ¢1380 Six 
Ferumb. 522 Or we departye henne; al hool pou schalt me 
vynde. 1597 MontGomErIE Cherrie & Slae 1256 For he 
esteemt his faes defate, Quhen anes he fand them fald. 
1724 Ramsay Yea-t. Misc. (1733) 1. 34 When we fand our 
purses toom. 1879 Geo, Eviot Coll. Breakf. P. 292, 1..find 
no scheme Content them both. 


ce. ref. To perceive oneself to be in a specified 
place or position, or condition of body or mind. 
Also in weaker sense: To come to be (in the course 
of events). How do you find yourself? how are 


you? Cf. Fr. se trouver, Ger. sich befinden. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pard. Prol. 385 Who so fyndeth hym out 
of swich fame. 1447 BokENHAM Seyntys (Roxb.) 26 Than 
fynt he hymself .. More strong to performyn his journe. 
¢ 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn ii. 14 Blanchardyn fonde hym 
self in aduyses wyth his mayster, walkynge wythin the 
paleys. 1600 Fairrax 7 asso xv. lii. 277 On the mountaines 
top themselues they fand. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 212 
Do not ye find yourselves perplexed herein? 1692 R. 
L’EstrancE Fables xcv. 89 Pray, Sir, How d’ye Find your 
self? 179x Mrs. Rapcurre Rom. Forest xii, ‘Tell me how 
you find yourself. 1816 J. Scorr Vis. Paris 43 He was 
quite sure of finding himself comfortable. 1823 F. Ciissotp 
Ascent Mt. Blanc 21 We found ourselves opposed by a 
parapet of congealed snow. 1873 BLack Px. 7Aule xii. 183 
Lavender found himself. .entering a drawing-room. 

6. To discover, come to the knowledge of (a fact 
or state of things) by experience or trial. Const. 
with simple obj. (o/s. rare), obj. and inf. or com- 
plement, or clause as obj. Also, in a more sub- 
jective sense (cf. Fr. trouver): To feel to be 
(agreeable, disagreeable, etc.), to consider or re- 
gard as (ridiculous, excellent, etc.). 

a1300 Cursor M. 25180 (Cott.) Bot pat es man-hed mast o 
mede, be funden treu in ilk nede, cx1400 Rom. Rose 2707 
They thee fande Curteis and wys. 1435 Misyn “ire of Love 
20 He has fun pam worpi to haue hym-self. a@1533 Lp. 
Berners //20n Ixx. 240 Ye shall fynde the mater other wyse 
then Gerarde his brother hath sayd. 1570 BucHANAN Cha- 
mezleon Wks. (1892) 49 He fand to be trew in deid all yat he 
suspectit afoir, 1607 TorsELt Serpents (1608) 596 Cadmus, 
not finding their return, went likewise to the same fountain, 
16rr Biste Dan. vy. 27 Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 22 We finde 
that Violets .. yeeld a pleasing Sent. 171x STEELE Sect. 
No. 6 P 2 He finds Rest more agreeable than Motion. 1768 
STERNE Sent, Fourn. (1778) Il. 83 (Character) How do you 
find the French? 1831 eats Serm. v. (1848) 120 When his 
severe trials came. .he was found wanting in some qualities, 
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1886 Manch, Examt, 27 Feb. 5/2 Deer forests have been 
found to pay better than sheep grazing. : : 

b. Often in phrases, Zo find \2t) + fit, impossible, 
necessary, etc. to (do so and so). 

1629 S’hertogenbosh 5 They found fit to build there the 
fourth chiefe Towne. 1776 77rial of Nundocomar 16/2 
Whatever contingent expenses you may find it necessary to 
disburse in Calcutta. 1879 B. Taytor Stud. Germ. Lit, 11 
Hildebrand finds it impossible to decline the defiance. 

7. In certain senses of FEEL: ta. To suffer, 
undergo (punishment, pain) (ods.). b. To suffer 
from, feel unpleasantly (cold, etc.) ; now co//og. or 
dial.; also, to find of. ec. To perceive (a smell, 


taste) (.S¢.). Cf. also 16. 
a1300 Cursor M. 6295 (Gott.) Oft pai fand his wrake. 
¢ 1400 MaAuNDEV. (1839) ili. 17 At the Cop of the Hille. .Men 
may fynde no Wynde. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 369 
Before she findes the throwes of her travell. 1723 Present 
State Russia 11.24 We did not find the Cold. .very sensibly, 
1771 Go.psm. Hist, Eng. 11, 298 Henry found little un- 
easiness at Perkin’s irruption. 1826 J. WiLson Wocr. Ambr, 
Wks. 1855 I. 274 Do you fin’ the smell o’ burnin, sir. 1884 
Jerreries Red Deer xiii. 154 Even those who are hardened 
to it find of the cold. ‘ 
+8. = Find out (20 c). Obs. 
c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 5 Forleted 3ure synne pat 3e ne 
be ifunden on sunne. 13.. Z. £. Addit. P. B. 547 War pe 
now..In pe fylpe of pe flesch pat pou be founden neuer. 
@ 1400 Octouian 229 Sche was founde with the dede. 1530 
Patscr. 550/t Howe canste thou denye it, wast thou nat 
founde with the maner? 161z Heywoop Golden Age 1. Wks, 
1874 III. 19 This imposture neuer shall be found. 1692 
Locxre Zauc. § 124 The first time he is found in a Lye, it 
should rather be wondered at as a monstrous Thinge in him, 
1741-3 Westey Extract of Frni. (1749) 83 O, I find you, 
I find you! I know where you are. Is not your name 
Wesley? a@1774 Frercusson Election Poems (1845) 42 Had 
some laird his lady fand In sic unseemly courses, 
II. To discover or attain by search or effort. 
9. To discover or obtain by searching. 
coso Lindisf. Gospf. Matt. xxvi. 60 All diu somnung Ze- 
sohton leas witnessa wid Sonehzlend.. & ne fundon. ¢ x000 
Ags. Ps. \xxvi. 16 [Ixxvii. 19] (Gr.) Ne bid pzer ede bin spor 
on to findanne. axzz00 Moral Ode 243 in Trin. Coll. Hom. 
227 Hie seche@ reste bar non nis ac hie hies ne mu3en ifinden. 
1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 60 Thar mycht succed na female, 
Quhill foundyn mycht be ony male. ¢1386 CHAUCER Sg7,'s 
7. 462 Herbes shal I ryght ynowe yfynde To hele with 
your hurtes. c1420 Pallad. on Hush, 1. 10 To write .. For 
husbondry how water shal be fonde. 1553 Witson (het. 
(1580) 98 Is his Lease long inough.. Then... I will finde 
a hole in it I warrant thee. 1656 CowLey Friendsh. in 
Absence ix, A Bird .. Finding at last no passage out, It sits 
and sings. 1785 Burns To WV. Sampson xv, The Muse, nae 
Poet ever fand her, Till by himsel he learn’d to wander. 
1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. 1. 534 The exiles. .tried to find 
another leader, 1870 C. F. Gorpon Cummine in Ga. Words 
133/2 The slope [is] so rapid that you can scarcely find footing. 
absol. cx1250 Gen. & Ex. 3190 He.. hauen so3t, And 
funden, and hauen up-bro3t de bones. 1340 Ayend. 24 Clier 
wyt wel uor to understonde, and sotil wyt wel uor to vynde. 
1382 Wycuir Matt. vii. 7 Seke 3e, and 3e shulen fynde. 
b. To discover (game) in hunting. Also aédso/. 
c1420 Avow. Arth. xxxi, The bore brittunt thay funde 
Was colurt of the kingus hunde. 1486 Bs, St, Albans E vb, 
When she shall with houndes be foundyn and soght. 1565 
73 Coorrr Thesaurus, Good hounds .. open not but where 
they finde. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. & Leg. Art (1850) 
196 The dogs .. found, 1883 SHerar A? Home & in India 
207 Lady Montego .. heard the view hallo.. They had 
found. eg 5 
ec. To come again into view of, to recover (some- 
thing lost). 
a1225 Ancry. R. 48 Louerd .. min heorte is icumen a3ein 
eft: ich hire habbe ifunden. a@ 1300 Czasor AT. 4108 (Cott.) 
He went him forth and forber soght Til he pam faand he 
finid noght. 13.. Z£. &. Addit. P. A. 327 Now haf I fonte 
pat I for-lete. 1382 Wyciir Luke xv. 5 Whanne he hath 
founden it, he ioyinge puttith on his shuldris. c1440 Gene- 
vydes 53 He wyste not them [his knyghtes] to fynde. 1596 
Suaxs. Merch. V. 1. i. 143 By aduenturing both [shafts] 
I oft found both. 1667 Mitton P. L. vit. 479 She disap- 
peerd..I wak’d To find her, or for ever to deplore Her loss, 
179t ‘G. GamBapo’ Anz. Horsent. ix. (1809) 106, 1..soon 
found the hounds again. 


d. fig. in phrase, Zo know where to find him, 


you, etc. So, + Where may we find you? 
r581 J. BELL Haddon's Answ. Osor. 153 Set downe your 
mynde whereunto you will stand, that we may know once 
where we may finde you. 1602 W. Watson Decacordon 
147 Whereby father Parsons and his adherents did so square 
their actions, as neuer. .any man liuing can tell where to find 
them. @1626 ScLaTtER On Rom. iv. (1650) 25 Versipelles } 
Where may we finde you? 1856 J. H. Newman Cadiista 
61 He did not understand his nephew, or (to use a common 
phrase) know where to find him. _ i : 
e. refi. To discover and attain one’s special place, 


power, or vocation. 

1647 H. More Poems 294 [The soul] infinitely has fun 
Herself, her deep’st desire unspeakably hath wonne. 1889 
Spectator 14 Dec. 839 Browning may be said almost to have 
found himself in the delight he had in reading other persons’ 
souls. 1893 Academy 11 Mar. 222/1 It was as assistant to 
Bain that Minto found himself, 

10. To succeed in obtaining (something needed 
or desired) ; to procure (money, bail, sureties, etc.). 
Cf. 18. 

1552 Hutoet, Finde suerties, vadio. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maj. 110 Gif sic borgh may not be founden, he sall pas to 
the knawledge of ane assise. 1640-1 Airkcudby. War- 
Comm. Min, Bk. (1855) 8x They find suretie to uthers, as 
accords of the law. 1821 Araminer 350/1 You shall find 
security for your good behaviour. 1868 Act 31-2 Vict. c. 
54 § 5 It shall not be necessary..to find Security for 
Expenses. 
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b. To get or obtain (opportunity, time, etc.) by 
arrangement or management. 

a1225 Ancr. XR. 330 Him nis no ping leouere ben pet he 
muwe ivinden ancheisun uorto jiuene. 1535 CovERDALE 
Haggai i. 4 Ye youre selues can fynde tyme to dwell in 
syled houses. 1656 CowLry Jit. Martial’s Epigr. 21 If 
we for Happiness could leisure finde, 1711 STEELE Sgect. 
No. 76 ? 3 He would find an Opportunity to take some 
favourable Notice of him. 1760 H. Watrotr Corr. (ed. 3) 
III. ccclviii. 376, I just found a moment to write you a line. 
1868 J. H. Brunt Ref Ch. Lng. I. 466 The volume had not 
been long in print before the king fownd time to read it. 

e. To summon up (courage, resolution, etc. to 
do something). Zo find in one’s heart: to be in- 
clined or desirous ; to prevail upon oneself (to do 
something); in present use chiefly, to be hard- 
hearted enough. + Zo find one’s countenance: to 
assume a certain demeanour. 

¢1374 CHAUcER Tyoilus 11. 979 He..took a light, and fond 
his contenaunce As for to loke upon an old romaunce. 
c1440 Gesta Ron. \xx. 324 (Harl. MS.) He slepte .. so 
savourly, bat be preste ne non othir my3t fynde in hire herte 
towake him, 155x Roptnson tr. Move’s Utop. (Arb.) 26 They 
can not fynde in their hertes to loue the author therof. 16x 
BIBLE 2 Sam, vii. 27 Therfore hath thy seruant found in his 
heart to pray this prayer vnto thee. xr7zx STEELE Sect. 
No. 27 px They .. cannot find in their Hearts to relinquish 
it. 1861 Geo. Extor Si/as M7, xiv. 255 Not as I could find 
i’ my heart to let him stay i’ the coal-hole more nor a minute, 
Mod, At last he has found courage to speak. 

11. Of things: a. To obtain as if by effort. So 
to find expression, ingress, outlet, place, etc, Also 
occasionally, to have in a specified place. 

1810 Scotr Lady of L. mt. ix, The billow..That far to 
seaward finds his source. 1813 H. & J. Smitu Horace in 
London 90 Clouds.. Which quickly find vent in a deluge of 
tears. 1819 SHELLEY Cevcz v. iv. 99 ‘The only ill which can 
find place Upon the giddy, sharp and narrow hour Tottering 
beneath us, 1860 W, F. Cottier Gt. Events Hist. v. (1871) 
173 The devotion of the people found vent chiefly in pilgrim- 
ages. 1875 Jowetr P/a/o (ed. 2) III. 696 An opening suf- 
ficient to enable the largest vessels to find ingress. 

b. To reach, arrive at as a destination. 

a1340 Hampote Psalter xx, 8 Pi righthand fynd [L. zz- 
veniat] all pat has pe hated. 1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. 
Ef. 1. iii. 72 The iron being. .guided toward the stone, untill 
it find the newtrall point wherein its gravity just equalls the 
magneticall quality. 1801 SourHey 7halaba vu. xx, Yet 
may a dagger find him. 

e. To come home to, take hold of, reach the 
understanding or conscience of. 

a 1834 CoLERIDGE Conf. Inquiring Spirit i. (1840) 10 What- 
ever finds me, bears witness for itself that it has proceeded 
from a Holy Spirit. 1865 M. Arnotp £ss. Crt. i. (1875) 37 
As long as his new casting so fails more fully to commend 
itself, more fully (to use Coleridge’s happy phrase about the 
Bible) to 7zd us. 189x Drummonp in Pall Mall G.17 Oct. 
7/2 The books of which I have been speaking found me and 
taught me. 

12. To ascertain or attain by mental effort ; to 
discover by study or attention. 

a1000 Cynewnlf’s Christ 183 (Gollancz) Hu meg ic.. 
andsware znige findan Wrabum to-wibere. c1175 Lamb, 
Font. 103 Eade mei be mon fundan hu he hine seolf amerre. 
a1280 Owl §& Night. 705 Pe niztingale. .hadde andsuere gode 
ifunde. c1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2371 Ac thai ne couthe nowt 
i-find, Whi th’ emperour was blinde. 1481 Caxton Godfrey 
exxxvil, 204 The duc..bad hym saye that he hath founden. 
1538 Starkey Lnxgland 1. ii. 68 We may perauenture fynd 
some mean to restore our cuntrey. @163r Donne Poems 
(1650) 3 Teach me to. .finde What winde Serves to advance 
an honest minde. 1678 Puiturs, To ind the Ships Trim, 
a term in navigation to find how she will sail best. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 1, 7or This Remedy the Scythian 
Shepherds found. 1812-6 J. SmitH Panorama Sc. & Art 
I. 481 We must rest contented with viewing the true figure 
of an object, without expecting to find its natural colour. 

13. To ascertain by calculation; to get at or 
obtain (the solution of a problem). 

¢1391 Cuaucer Astro/, Prol. x Conclusiouns that han ben 
fownde, c1500 Lancelot 497 We have fundyne so. 1714 
Wuiston Euclid (ed. 3) ut. 1, To find [BILLincsLey 1870 has 
To finde out] the Center of a given Circle. 1840 LARDNER 
Geom, 14: We find the point Z on the second parallel from 
OY at a certain distance above the fifth parallel from OX, 

14. Zo find one’s way: primarily, to make out 
one’s way by observation or inquiry; to contrive 
to reach one’s destination. Hence in weaker sense, 
said of persons and things: To go or be brought to 
a place in spite of difficulties, or not quite as a 
matter of course. 

{a@ 1225 Ancr. R. 66 Pe ueond..ivond wei touward hire of 
hire uorlorenesse. c1250 Gen. § Ex. 3246, xii. weizes Ser-in. . 
Sat euerilc kinde of israel Mai Sor his weige finden wel, 1393 
Gower Conf. I. 265 If thou wolt finde a siker weie ‘lo love, 
put envie awaye. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1v. 889 Who would 
not, finding way, break loose from Hell?] 1746-7 Hervey 
Medit, (1818) 7x ‘That fatal javelin .. finds its way to the 
hearts of ali the sons of Adam. 1803 J. Bristep Pedestrian 
Tour II. 655 Her cousins..had been bankrupted..and had 
found their way up to London, 1827 Examiner 792/2 
English corn is finding its way into Holland. 18383 TH1rt- 
WALL Greece I. 11 A weak and sluggish river, which .. 
scarcely finds its way to the sea. 1847 Marryat Childr. 
NN. Forest iv, Could you find your way home? 1875 JoweTt 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 340 Notions which have found their way 
into the drama. 

+15. To contrive, devise, invent; to discover (a 
scientific fact, etc.). Also with forth, up. Obs. 

O. E, Chron. an. 918 Se cyng heefde funden, Szt [etc.]. 
az240 Ureisun in Cott. Hone. 199 Pet pu bringe pene Munuch 
to pire glednesse pet funde Sesne song bi Se. a1300 Cursor 
MM. +469 (Cott.) Enoch..was pe first pat letters fand. ¢ 1380 

VoL, IV, 
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Wycur Wks, (1880) 279 Tradicions founden yp of synful 
wrecchis. 1393 Gowrr Conf. II. 161 The first in thilke 
londe .. whiche the melodie fonde Of reedes. 1430 Lypc. 
Chron, Troy 1. ili, Famous Argus .. fyrst that art yfonde. 
1449 Pecock Rep. 534 For this eende religiouns weren 
founde and foundid. c1450 Henryson Mor. Fab. 77 At 
the last hee finds fourth a wyle. 1568 Grarron Chron, II. 
145 Many.. have found suggestions.. to bring this your 
realme into subversion. 1655-60 Srantry //7zst. Philos. 
(1701) 106 About this time .. Anaximander found the obli- 
quity of the Zodiack. 


16. dal. To feel (a pulse) ; also zztr. to feel, 
grope. 
1826 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 164 You wad 


hae fan’a pulse with A’sculapian solemnity. 1892 Northzmnb, 
Gloss., It’s that dark, aa’ll he’ to fin’ for the sneck, 


17. Law. a. intr. To determine. (Only in OF.) 


a1o000 Laws Alfred § 18 in Thorpe Laws (1840) I. 72 Swa 
we zr be lewdum men fundon. 

b. +To determine and declare (an offence) to 
have been committed (0ds.); to determine and de- 
clare (azz zsszte) to be (so and so), 

1495 Act 11 Hen, VII, c. 3*Pream., The seid offences ., 
myght not .. be punysshed except it were first founde and 
presented by the verdite of xij men. 1813 WrioTHESLEY 
Chron. (1875) I. 9 They saide he hanged himselfe, but it was 
fownde contrarie, 1602 SHaxs. Hamz. v. i. 5 The Crowner 
hath sate on her, and finds it Christian buriall. 1647 N. 
Bacon Disc, Govt. Eng. 1. \xvii. (1739) 168 If it were found 
for the supposed Offender, he was bailed till the next coming 
of the Justices, 1675 C. Hatton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 121 
Y° crowner’s inquest-have found it only manslaughter, 1817 
W. Setwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) 11. 1223 Judgment shall 
Pe given for defendant, although the issue be found against 

im. 

e. To determine and declare (a person) gwzlty or 
tnnocent, 

c1400 Agol. Loll. 43 Pe Holi Goost, wan He comib, schal 
find pis world of dome. ¢1475 Razf Cotljear 290 He will 
be found in his fault, that wantis foroutin weir. 1531-2 
Act 23 Hen. VIII, c. 1 Anie personne. .founde gyltie of any 
abbettement. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VII/, u. i. 7 Is he found 
guilty? 1784 Cowper Task u. 12 He finds his fellow guilty 
of a skin Not colour’d like his own. 1821 Examiner 544/t 
The Jury found the defendants guilty. 

d. To agree upon and deliver, ‘ bring in’ (a ver- 
dict). Also with obj. sentence introduced by ¢hat. 

1574 tr. Lit¢leton’s Tenures 100 a, The Graund Assise ought 
by the law to finde that [etc.]. a1657 Sir J. BaLrour 
Ann. Scot. (1824-5) II. 58 The said courte. .fand that the 
said edicte did no wayes extend towardes the subiectes of 
the kingdome of Scotland. 1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. II. 
37 The jury .. found a verdict of guilty. 1888 Law Times 
LXXX/YV. 132/2 The jury at the trial found that the managing 
director..had ratified the contract. 

absol, 1622 Bacon Hen. VII, 210 They would .. inforce 
them to finde as they would direct. 1891 Law Times XC, 
283/r The jury .. found for the plaintiff. 

e. To ascertain the validity of (an indictment, 
etc.). Zo find a (true) tll; see Bint 36.3 4. 

1siz Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 10 Any office or offices found 
before Eschetour or Eschetours. 1534 Act 26 Hen. VIII, 
c. 2 An inditement of .xii. men lawfully founden. 1647 
Crarenpon Hist. Red, vi. (1703) II. 99 This Indictment and 
Information was found by the Grand Jury. 1769 Brack: 
STONE Covi. IV. xxiii. 301 To find a bill, there must at 
least twelve of the [grand] juryagree. 1845 SrePHEN Laws 
Feng. I1. 484 An indictment for treason .. must be found 
within three years after the commission of the act of treason. 

III. 18. To procure (something) for the use of 
(somebody): with direct (or direct and indirect) 
obj.; to supply, provide, furnish. A// fownd (in 
regard to servants): with all customary articles of 
food, etc., provided. 

c1200 Trin. Coll. Hont. 215 Wi sholdest pu pis finden pe 
noht ne fost berof. az22s St. Masher. 20 Hwa so..maked 
chapele oder chirche oder ifinded in ham liht oder lampe. 
1297 R. Giouc, (1724) 297 Pat euere ey3te hyde lond an man 
hym ssolde fynde. «a 1300 Cursor AZ. 13277 (Cott.) Wit pair 
scipp bai fand bam fode. ¢1386 Cuaucer Avr.’s 7.1555 
And euer more..Eterne fyr I wol bifore the fynde. c1430 
Piler. Lyf Manhode i. xix. (1869) 82 He wolde that. .here 
herkeners .. founden hem here vitailes. 1543-4 Act 35 
Hen. VITI, c. 14 § 3 Boroughes. .not findinge burgesses for 
the parliament. 1563 2échaond. Wills 167 My thre natural 
sonns .. shalbe fownden meate and drynke. 1603 JOHNSON 
Kinga. & Commonw. 1532 No more then every horseman [is 
accounted] a rider, or able to finde himselfe armour. 1647 
N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Hung. 1. Ixxi. (1739) 192 For every 
Plough, every man should find two compleat Horses, 1762-71 
H. Watrotre Vertue’s Anecd. Paint, (1786) III. 253 The 
subscription was but ten shillings a year: Britton found the 
instruments. 1814 Cot. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 122 The 
hotels do not find breakfast, 1867 FREEMAN Worm. Cong. 
(1876) I. App. 662 The government required each county to 
find its quota of ships. 1884 Punch 8 Mar, 118/2 Wages 
415, all found but beer. 

b. with immaterial object. 

1664 Butter A777. tu. ii. 386 Honour is like that glassy 
Bubble That finds Philosophers such trouble. 1771 Yundus 
Lett. xlix. 254 The perpetration .. of new crimes will find 
employment for us both, 1858 Buckte C7u7d/z, (1873) II. 
viii. 574 ‘The forms of constitutional government they could 
bestow, but they could not find the traditions and the habits 
by which the forms were worked, 

19. To support, maintain, provide for (a person, 
rarely an institution). Zo find 72+ to supply with. 
+ Zo find to school: to maintain at school. 

[App. from x8 by conversion of indirect into direct obj.] 

1375 Barbour Bruce 1, 322 Nane ..Wald do sa mekill for 
him, that he Mycht sufficiantly fundyn be. 1393 Lanact. 
P. Pi. C. vi. 36 My frendes founden me to scole. c¢1430 
Hymns Virg. (1867) 59, 1 wole pee fynde til pou be oolde. 
@ 1529 SkeLton KReflyc. 147 Exhibicyon herewith to be 
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founde At the universite. 1399 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 1. 73 
Condemned persons. .are found by the king as long as they 
do liue. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 58 pP3 The king of 
Sweden finds me in clean linen. 1793 Burke Thoughts 
Scarcity Wks. 1842 II. 249 Unless the labourer is well fed, 
and otherwise found with such necessaries of animal life. 
1830 Gen, P. THompson vere. (1842) I, 212 Decline finding 
paupers in venison, 1857 R. Tomes Amer. in Fapan viii. 
183 Boatmen’s wages are from one-and-a-half to two-and-a- 
quarter dollars per month, when found. 

b. So Zo find oneself: to provide for one’s own 
living or needs. Also said zransf. of a war. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Wan's Pr. T. 9 Sche fond hirself. 1466 
Mann. & Househ. Exp. 346 Item, to ij. fellers of tymbre, 
and to fynde them selffes, viij.d. 1553 Becon Religues of 
Ronte (1563) 24.b, Such poore..as haue not wherof to fynde 
themselues. 1585 WaAsHINGTON tr. Nicholay Voy. Turkie 
i. iv. 76b, They have .. 4 Aspres of pension by the day, 
but upon that they must fynde themselves. 1624 Bacon 
War with Spain (1629) 45 The war in continuance will 
finde it selfe. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto's Trav, xxxiii. 133 
A certain pay to find himself withal, and to live upon. 1754 
Fretpine Voy. to Lisbon Wks. 1882 VII. 99 It was expected 
the passengers should find themselves in several things. 
1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest vi, They .. found them- 
selves, as fowls can always do when they havea great range 
of ground to go over. 

+e. To serve to maintain. Ods. 

1483 Mestivall (W. de W. 1515) 59 Of y° wheet was so grete 
plente yt it founde all y® people..for thre yere. 1523 Firz- 
HERB, Srv. 2b, It is to be enquered..what maner of beestes 
or catell it [the medowe] is most necessary vnto, and howe 
many it wyll fynde. 1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 
429 He gave to every citizen as much wheate as would finde 
him three moneths, 


IV. With adverbs, 

20. Find out. 

a. To discover by attention, scrutiny, study, 
etc. ; to devise, invent ; to unriddle, solve. 

1552 Hutoer, Finde out by studye, excudo, 1568 GRAFTON 
Chron, II. 637 Johannes Fauscius .. first found out the 
noble science of Imprintyng. 1611 Bipte 2 Chrom. ii. 14 
A man of Tyre, skilfull to ..find out euery deuice which 
shall be put to him. 1667 Mitton P, L. 11. 406 Who shall 
.. through the palpable obscure find out His uncouth way. 
1712 Appison Sect, No. 542 P1 Since the circulation of the 
blood has been found out. 1744 Harris Three Treat. u. 
(1765) 363 zote, They found out Laws, 187: R. H. Hurron 
Ess, (1877) I. 38 It aims .. at finding out how they may be 
really united. 

b. To come upon by searching or inquiry; to 
discover (what is hidden). Cf. 9. 

1551 Witson Logike (1580) 36 b, Thei..doe searche narrow- 
lie. .and..at lengthe finde out the Mine, 1611 Biste $0 xi. 
7 Canst thou by searching finde out God? 1625 Bacon Zss. 
Truth (Arb.) 499 The.. Labour, which Men take in finding 
out of Truth. 1634 Herserr 7vav. 217 A .. proofe that 
Madoc ap Owen Gwynedd first found out that Continent 
now call’d America, 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 308 Ps, I was 
very much surprized.. that any one should find out my 
Lodging. 1749 Fieipine Yom ones vu. vii, As she is a 
woman of very great note, I shall easily find her out. 1816 
Scotr Aztig. xxiv, ‘Whenever Misticot’s grave was fund 
out, the estate. .should be lost.’ 

e. To detect in an offence ; to detect, discover 
(a fraud, etc.); to penetrate the disguise of, discover 
the identity or true character of. Cf. 8. 

1711 STEELE Sect. No. 51 P 7 If at the Catastrophe he 
were found out for a Traitor. 174x Ricnarpson Pamela 
I. 65 Pray don’t reveal yourself till he finds you out. @ 1853 
Ropertson Se777. Ser. i. viii, 1o8 When once a man has 
found himself out he cannot be deceived again. 1883 S77dds’ 
Mercantile Circular 8 Nov. 982/2 ‘The worthlessness of 
..clayed cottons is now being found out by the consumer. 

+d. To provide, supply. Ods.—'. 

a1715 Burnet Ow Tinze (1823) I. 528 It was not possible 
for them to find out funds for so great an expense. 

21. Find up. To discover by search. 

Said to be ‘a Norfolkism’ (W. Taylor in Robberds JZemz. 
II. 135). ‘Still common in Suffolk’ (F. Hall). 

[Cf. 1380 in 15 and 1430 in Finper1c.] 1799 W. Taytor in 
Robberds Wem. 1. 260 You have a mind .. to find up ‘ More 
Reliques.of Rowley’. 1817 — Monthly Mag. XLIV. 314 
Jerom .. found-up a Hebrew original of the first book of 
Maccabees. 1832 Hr. Martineau Each § Add vii. 96, I am 
going into the depths of the city to find up a money lender. 

Findable (foindab’l), a. [f. as prec. +-ABLE.] 
That may be found: see senses of FIND v. 

c1449 Pecock Repr. 1. vill. 4x Many mo of hem ben 
fyndeable and knoweable by mannis resoun. @ 1661 FULLER 
Worthtes 1. (1662) 75 I return such persons to have nothing 
more to be said of them, findable by all my endevours. 179 
Warne in PAi?. Trans. UX XXI1. 152 The series findable as 
above mentioned. 1843 Mrs. Cartyte Left. I. 232 I felt 
about for pillows, none were findable. 1887 T. A. TRoLLorE 
What I remember 1. vii. 151 There exists—still findable 
I suppose. .a large lithographed portrait of her. 

+Findal. Oss. Forms: 1 fyndele, 3 find-, 
fundles, 6-7 //. findelles, findal(l)s, fyndalls. 
[OE. fyndele str. masc., f. fund- ablaut-stem of 

find-an to Finn; quot. @1225 points to a form 
*findels, f. the pres.-stem (cf. Da. fidelse).] a. 
Invention. b. That which is found; treasure-trove. 

‘a1000 Scintilla 108 Ad inventionem, to fyndele. «a 1225 
Ancr. R. 6 Pe vttre riwle .. is monnes findles. L07. 
8 Monnes fundles. 1525 in Boys Sandwich (1792) 775 
Findalls to be ordered by the mayor, bailiffs, and jurats, 
where they happen [etc.] 1570 Zézd., Wrecks and fyndalls 
floating, and the half of all wrecks and fyndalls jottsome, 
1898 tr. Charter Edw. I to Cingue Ports in Hakluyt Voy. 


| I, 117 And that they [Barons] shall haue their findelles 


in the sea and in the land. 


1629 in Boys Sandwich (1792) 
775 Wrecks and findals, 
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FIN DE SIECLE. 


Fin de siécle (fea da sygkl’), [Fr] A 
phrase used as an adj. in sense: Pertaining to, or 
characteristic of, the end of the (nineteenth) century; 


characteristically ‘advanced’ or modern. 

1890 Daily News 29 Dec. 2/2 The finance of the year has 
been special—jix de siécle. 189% Melbourne Punch 4 June 
377/1 The jin de siécle ballet. 


Finder (foindaz). [f. Fryp v. + -zr1.] 

1. One who or that which finds, in various senses 
of the vb.; one who comes upon or discovers by 
chance or search ; + one who contrives or invents, 
an inventor, deviser ; ‘+t one who discovers (a coun- 


try, a scientific truth, etc.). 
c1300 K. Alis. 4794 Beheldeth me therof no fynder; Her 
bokes ben my shewer. c1369 CHaucer Dethe Blaunche 
1168 Pictagoras .. the firste Peace was Of the art. a@1420 
Hoccteve De Reg. Princ. (Roxb.) 179 The first fynder of 
our faire langage..maister Chaucer. c1430 Life St. Kath. 
(1884) 46 Pe fynder of all euels be fende. 1487 Act 4 Hen. 
VII, c. 2 § 1 The Kyng therof to have the on half, and 
the fynder the other halfe. 1526 Prlgr. Perf. (W. de W. 
1531) 8rb, The fynder of the ryght waye to heuen. 1555 
Even Decades 77 Christophorus Colonus the fyrst fynder of 
those landes. /éid. 134 The Chaldeans beynge the fyrst 
fynders of letters. 1660 FULLER Mixt Contempl. (1841) 184 
The first finders, founders, and forgers of false reports. 1711 
Mrs. CentLivre Marplotv, By Marplot’s direction [I found 
you]; you know he’s a very good finder. 1765 BLACKSTONE 
Comm. 1.ix. 349 Concerning treasure trove, he is. .to enquire 
who were the finders, 1870 Emerson Soc. § Soltt. xii, 269 
Time. .is the finder, the unweariable explorer. 
b. One whose occupation it is to find; spec. 
slang, One who picks up the refuse of the meat- 


markets. 

P In Termes de la Ley 1641, and hence in certain Dicts., 
erroneously said to be an early synonym for SEARCHER (as 
the designation of a Custom-house official); in 14 Ric. II. 
cap. 10, and other statutes, the AF. tronoury (trone-keeper) 
was misread as ¢vovour (finder), whence the mistake. 

1752 Low Life (1764) 16 The whole Company of Finders 
..are marching towards all the markets. 1839 MarryaT 
Diary Amer, Ser.1. 11.129 Finders, who would search all over 
the country for. .every appearance on the surface of a good 
vein of metal. 1851 MayHew Lond. Labour I. 255 Leaden- 
hall-market .. was infested .. with ‘finders’. They carry 
bags round their necks, and pick up bones or offal. 

e. In comb. with advbs., as fder-out, + -up. 

1430 Lypc. Bochas 1. ii (1544) 5b, He [Nimrod]..was 
fynder up of false religion. 1553 UpaLtt lowers Latin 
Speaking (1560) 103/2 The deuiser and fynder out .. of all 
my pleasures, 161z SHaxs. Wint. T. v. ii. 131 Had I beene 
the finder-out of this Secret. 1612 WoopaLt Surg. Mate 
Pref. Wks. (1653) t The. . first finders out of the Science. 

2. Sporting. + A dog trained to find and bring 
game that has been shot; a ‘ water-spaniel’, re- 
triever (obs.). Also, one used to discover the track 
of, or ‘ put up’, game for the sportsman. 

1576 FLeminG tr. Caius’ Dogs in Arb. Garner III. 266 
‘The Water Spaniel. .is. .called a Finder because. . he findeth 
such things as be lost. 168x Hickerincitt Wks, (1716) I. 
214 This Couple or pair usually Hunt together. .as..a Grey- 
Hound and a Finder. 1766 Pennant Zool, (1768) I. 54. 
1803 Aun. Reg. 800 One or two small dogs called finders, 
whose scent is very keen, and always sure of hitting off 
atrack. 1824 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 95 Dash 
..is a capital finder, and will beat a cover with any 
spaniel in England. 


3. A contrivance or instrument for finding. 


+a. An index. Ods. 

1588 J. Metiis Brief Instr. Civ b, Vnto which Leager it 
shalbe necessary to ordein or make a calender, otherwise 
called a Repertory or a finder. 

b. A small telescope attached to the large one 
for the purpose of finding an object more readily. 

1784 HerscueEL in Phil. Trans. LX XV. 41 The finder of 
my reflector, 1871 tr. Schedlen's Spectr. Anal. iii. 244 
Janssen left the spectroscope to look for a moment through 
the finder, or small telescope. __ 

e. A microscopic slide divided by crossed lines, 
so that any point in the field can be identified 
readily. 

1867 J. Hoce Microsc. 1. iii.187 A finder, as applied to 
the microscope, is the means of registering the position of 
any particular object in a slide, 

d. Photogr. A supplementary lens attached to 
a camera, to locate the object in the field of 
view. 

[1889 P. H. Emerson Naturalistic Photogr. i. i. (1890) 133 
The handiest view finder for quick exposure work is to fit 
a double convex lens .. to the front of the camera.] 1894 
Brit. Frnt. Photogr. XI, 83 Cameras. .in which the finders 
were. .carelessly fixed. 

Find-fault. Ods. exc. dial. [f. Finp v. + 
Fautt sb.] One who finds fault (see Faurt 5d. 6); 
a fault-finder, censorious person. 

1577 NortHBROOKE Dicing (1843) 17 Frantike findefaults, 
dispraysing and condemning euery good endeauour. 1656 
Trape Comm. Matt. vii. 4 Hypocritical find-faults, that 
can say such things to others, when themselves are most 
obnoxious. 1863 G. MetLy Sp. Soirée L’fool Co-op. Assoc. 
17 Feb., We have a good old Lancashire saying, that one 
mend-fault is better than nine find-faults. 

attrib. 15898 FLorio, Cacafiori, a vaine, self-conceited, 
others-scorning, find-fault foole. 


+ Find-faulting, vd/. sb. Obs. rare—}. [f. phr. 
Jind fault (treated as if one word)+-1NG1.] The 
action of finding fault. In quot. a¢tvib. 

1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 347 She doth not set Businesse 
back by unquiet branglings, and findefaulting Quarrells, 

Findhorn : see FInnan, 
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+Findible, 2. 0ds.—° [ad. L. *fndibilis, £. 
find-ére to split.] That may be split or cleft. 
Hence Fi‘ndibleness, capability of being split. 

1656 Brount Glossogr., Findible. 1721-90 in BatLey. 
1730-36 Baitey (folio), Findibleness. 

Finding (feindin), v7. sé. [f. Finp v, + -InG1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Finp in its ordinary 
senses ; an instance of the same. Also with oz. 

1340 Cursor M. 5365 (Trin.) Joseph .. I haue founden 
here. Of his fyndynge ponke I god so. ¢1449 Prcock 
Repr. 1. xiii. 70 Into whos fynding and grounding doom of 
mannys resoun may suffice. x61r Binte ccd. xiii. 26 The 
finding out of parables is a wearisome labour of the minde. 
1870 Mrs. Rippety Austin Friars ii, ‘You speak as though 
my misfortunes had been of my own seeking’..‘ They have 
been of your own finding’. ¥ 

b. That which is found or discovered ; also, a 
find, a discovery. 

1598 FLorio 7vouadelli, findlings, children found, findings. 
1 Mitton A veopf. 36 When a man hath bin labouring .. 
in the deep mines of knowledge, hath furnisht out his find- 
ings. 1805 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XX. 339 The 
findings at Pompeii, preserved in the Museum of Portici. 
1876 Tait Rec. Adv. Phys. Sc. xiii. (ed. 2) 322 To Joule 
we owe the first precise findings on the subject. 

2. The action of inventing or devising ; a device, 
invention. Now only with owt; formerly also 
with 2p. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 27661 (Cott.) O nith cums.. finding of il. 
1340 Hampore PP, Conse. 1557 Pai styrd God tyll wreth, In 
pair new fyndynges of vanité. ¢1380 Wyciir Ws. (1880) 
77 Here owene fyndynge vp, pat crist & apostlis spoken not 
of. cx400 Destr. Troy 4296, I will tell here a tale..Of be 
fyndyng of false goddes. 1578 TimmeE Caluine on Gen, 151 
The finding out of Harps and such like Musical Instruments. 
1642 Rocers Naaman 182 Beseech the Lord not to leaue 
thee to thine owne findings. ; x 

3. The action of providing or supplying. 

1449 Pecocx Repr. 358 He 3af a certein of possessioun 
for “fynding of liztis. 1580 Barer A/v. F 556 A finding .. 
of things that one lacketh, 

4, The action of maintaining or supporting (a 
person or an institution). +.4¢a@ person's finding(s : 
at his own cost or expense. Cf. FIND v. 19. 

a1300 Cursor M. 3223 A sergaunt..pat had ben ay at his 
finding, Euer siben pat he was child 3eing. 1494 Fapyan 
Chron. V. cxiii. 86 He gaue possessions for the fyndyng of 
hir, 1535 Garpiner Let. to Cromwed/ in Strype Eccl. Mem. 
I. xxx. 213 The finding of young children to school. 1642 
Rocers Naaman 369 We will be at our owne findings. 
1709 StryPE Ann. Ref. I. xxvi. 309 An annuity..for the 
finding of a school in Guilford. 1840 THackErRAay Catherine 
vii, She will be very glad to. .pay for the finding of him. 

+b. Keep, maintenance, provision, support. Ods, 

1393 Lanc. P. PZ. C. vit. 293 [To] haue my fode and my 
fyndynge of false menne wynnynges. c¢ 1449 Pecock Refr. 
1, v. 305 He my3te haue askid his lijflode and fynding of 
hem to whom he prechid. 1470-85 Matory Arthur vil. i, 
That he hadde al maner of fyndynge as though he were 
a lordes sone. 1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Annona, finding 
in meate, drinke or apparell. eer 

e. in gl. (See quots.) Also attrib. in finding- 
store (U.S.). 

1846 WorcEsTER (citing CuuTe), Fixdings £1., the tools 
and materials used by shoemakers. 1858 Simmonps Dict, 
Trade, Findings, the wax, thread and tools which a jour- 
neyman shoemaker has to supply himself with for his work. 
Ibid., Finding-stores, an American name for what are termed 
in England grindery-warehouses ; shops where shoemakers’ 
tools, etc. arevended, Lae 

5. The result of a judicial examination or inquiry ; 
the verdict of a jury, the decision of a judge or 
arbitrator. 

1859 Lane Wand. India 364 The court-martial still ad- 
heres to its finding of murder. 1865 Pad? Mall G. 17 May 
11 Fitly says Sir Joseph Arnould, in his eloquent finding. 
1884 G. Hastincs in Law Times Rep. 5 Apr. 175/1 The 
findings of an official referee have always been considered 
as equivalent to the findings of a jury. 

Findling, obs. var. of FounDLIne. 

Findon, findram : see Finan. 

+ Findy, a. Ods. Also 3 findiy, findige, 
fundie. [ME. fimdiz, fundi(ii) ; cf. OK. gefyndig 
capable, Da. fyndzg powerful, solid, f. fynd 
strength, substance.] Firm, solid, weighty. Ofa 
harvest : Plentiful. 

¢1200 ORMIN 4149 Crist iss strang & stedefasst & findiz & 
unnfakenn, cxz00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 119 Pus hie segen pe 
holi gost on tungene euene, and pberefore weren fundie on 
speche. /éid. Bidde we nu pe holigost pat he..giue us.. 
findige speche. a1677 Proverb in Junius Etymologicum 
(ed. Lye 1743) s. v. Fyndie, A May cold and windy maketh 
the barn full and fyndie. 

Fine (foin), sd.1 Forms: 3 fin, 3-6 fyn(e, 3- 
fine. [ME. fiv,a. OF. fin=Pr. fin-s, fi-s, Sp. fin, 
Pg. fim, It. fine:—L. finem, fints end. 

In med. L. and OF. the word has the senses ‘ ending of 
a dispute, settlement, payment by way of composition’ ; 
hence the various applications in branch II.] 

I. End. (Obs. exc. in phr. 27 fine.) 

+1. Cessation, end, termination, conclusion, finish. 
Phr. to bring to fine, set the fine of. Obs. 

c1z00 Trin. Coll, Hom. 258 Pine widute fin. 1297 R. 
Gtouc, (Rolls) 8547 Pis stalwarde cristine volc bis worre 
bro3te to fine. 13.. £. £. Addit. P. A. 634 Why schulde 
he not .. pay hym at pe fyrst fyne? cx1460 Pol. Rel. & L. 
Poems 73 When pat pyte.. hath sett the fyne of al myn 
heuynesse. cx1g00 Lancelot 1388 Deth that neuer shal haf 
fyne. 1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus ut. 724 And sa to bring 
my argument to fine I can not find [etc.]. x60x SHaxs, 4//’s 








FINE, 


Well ww. iv. 35 Still the fine’s the Crowne. 1664 Flodden F. 
i, 2 A lucky fine and end to make, 1839 Baitey Festus 
xxx, (1848) 348 Open thine arms O death! thou fine of woe. 

b. Phrase, Jv (tthe) fine; also rarely ta, + at, 
+ of fine): + (a) in the end, at last ; (0) to conclude 
or sum up, finally ; also, in short. 

(a) 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 91 Pe noble Constantyn, (pat was 
kyng here of pis lond, & emperour atte fyn). c1450 Merlin 
286 But in the fyn he mote yeve grounde a litill. c1540 
R. Morice in Lett, Lit. Men (Camden) 24 In fyne he was 
perceyved to affixe one of the papers upon the dore, 1575 
J. Stitt Gamm. Gurton v. ii. in Hazl. Dodsley 111. 246 My 
cockis, I thank Christ, safe and well a-fine. 1693 J7em, Ct. 
Teckely 1. 41 In fine after a Months obstinate defence .. the 
Turks took the Fort by assault. 

(6) 1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 91 I can telle wel a fyn what 
heresie amounteth. 1550 CrowL_ry Efigy. 917 Ye must 
saye as they saye, be it wrounge or ryght. In fine, ye must 
praysethem. 1649 Mirtron Zzfou. Wks. 1738 I. 408 In fine, 
he accuses Piety with the want of Loyalty. @ 1704 T. Brown 
Sat, French King Wks. 1730 I. 60 In fine, the Government 
may do its will. 1849 Ruskin Seven Lamps vii. § 8. 195 
We have, in fine, attained the power of going fast. 

+c. The latter part (of time), close. Ods. 

c1400 Sowdone Bab. 306 The daie passed to the fyne. 
xs99 Haxtuyt Voy. II. 1. 200 About the fine of September. 
1618 G. Sanpys 7vav. 101 Vntill the fine of December. 


+2. End of life, decease, death. Zo do, take 
(one’s) fine: to die. Obs. 

c12g0 Gen. §& Ex. 3852 Alle [Se] olde deden Sor fin. a 1300 
Floriz & Bl. 441 Hi beden God 3iue him uuel fin Pat so 
manie flures dude berin. @ 1300 Cursor AZ. 3905 (Cott.) He 
was pe chesun of hir fine. /ézd. 21102 (Cott.) Per tok he 
fine. ¢c1330 R. BruNNE Chron. (1810) 189 Or I 3it do my 
fyn. ¢1330 Assump. Virg. (Add. MS.) 777 He wolde haue 
ben at hure fyne 3if he my3t haue come bi tyme. 1494 
Fasyan Chron, 1. xxxi, 24, 1 haue here shewed vnto you, 
the fyne or ende of Brennius. 1548 Hatt Chron. 151b, 
Choked and brought to his fatall fine. 1556 LaupER 77ac- 
tate 209 Geue 3e Indure vnto 3o0ur fyne. 

+38. The extreme part or limit of anything; a 
boundary. Also fig. extreme case, extremity. Ods. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 23200 (Gitt.) Pe pitt of hell pine It es 
suo depe, widuten fine, pat end ne bes par neuer apon. 
c1400 Kom, Rose 1558 Of the welle, this is the fyn. 1586 
J. Hooxer Girald. Irel. in Holinshed 11. 135/2 Vpon the 
fines and marches in Ulster. 1596 Datrymp te tr. Lesdie’s 
Hist. Scot. (1885) 114 Our King nevir to that fine, at ony 
tyme to haue beine brocht, that [etc.]._ 1859 I. Taytor Logic 
in Theol. 139 The ‘settled fine’ to which each aspires to rise, 

+4. End in view, aim, purpose, object ; es. in 
phr. zo what fine. Hence, the purpose for which 
a thing exists. Ods. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Troylus .745 To what fine is soche loue, 
I can not seen. ¢1386 — Merch. T. 862 Sche knew eek the 
fyn of his entent. 1413 Lypc. Piler. Sowdle iv. xx. (1483) 65 
To what ende or fyn Engendred ye me? 1533 BELLENDEN 
Livy 1, (1822) 38 To schaw to quhat fine thay war cummin. 
1562 Winzet Cert. Tract. iii. Wks. 1888 I. 31 For thair 
abusing of the samyn to ane vther fine than He [God] 
institute tham. 1603 Dexker, etc. Patient Grissell (1841) 
42 Our fine be now to apparel all these former in some light 
sarcenet robe of truth, 

+5. Final issue, consequence, result. Ods. 

1513 DoucLas Zxe7s 1v. Prol. 130 3it luffis ony to that 
fyne, quharby Thi self or thaim thow frawart God removis. 
1549 Compl. Scot. x. 84 Pirrus..past to the oracle of appollo 
til inquyre of the fyne of the veyris that vas betuix hym and 
the romanis. 1605 Lond. Prodigadl ut. ii, There’s the fine, 

II. 6. Law. A ‘final agreement’; ‘ an amicable 
composition or agreement of a suit, either actual 
or fictitious, by leave of the king or his justices’ 
(Blackstone). 

(1299 Act 27 Ldw. J, c.1 Quia Fines in Curia nostra levati 
finem litibus debent imponere et imponunt, & ideo fines 
vocantur, maxime cum post duellum & magnam assisam in 
suo casu ultimum locum & finalem teneant & perpetuum.] 

b. spec. The compromise of a fictitious or collu- 
sive suit for the possession of lands: formerly in use 
as a mode of conveyance in cases where the ordinary 
modes were not available or equally efficacious. 

The procedure was as follows. The person to whom the 
land was to be conveyed sued the holder for wrongfully 
keeping him out of possession; the defendant (hence called 
the cognizor) acknowledged the right of the plaintiff (or 
cognizee); the compromise was entered on the records of the 
court; and the particulars of it were set forth ina document 
called the foot of the fine (see Foor). This method of con- 
veyance was resorted to by married women (who could not 
alienate land by any other process), and as a means of 
barring an entail. The cognizor was said to acknowledge or 
levy a ine; sometimes the vb. ¢o /evy was used intrans. with 

Jine as the subject. Also ¢o sue a fine. 

[12.. Bracton De Legibus Angliz v. 1. viii. § 3 VI. 70 
Item sufficit finis factus in curia domini regis [etc.]. 1292 
Britton ut. iii. § 14 Par acord del purchaceour et del donour 
covendra lever fin en nostre court.] 1483 Act 1 Rich. ///, 
c.7 § 1 Notes and fynes to be levied in the Kinges Court. .shold 
be openly and solempnly radd. 1509-10 Act 1 Hen. V/I/, 
c, 19 Pream., Your said Oratour .. levyed severall Fynes of 
all the foresaid Manours. 1602 SHaxs, Ham, v. i. 114 His 
Statutes, his Recognizances, his Fines, his double Vouchers, 
his Recoueries, a1626 Bacon Max. § Uses Com, Law 
(1636) 51 A Fine is a reall agreement, beginning thus, ‘ Hzc 
est finalis concordia, etc.’ 175: Lavy LuxsoroucH Le?, to 
Shenstone (1775) 281 A lawyer..to see me execute a fine, in 
consequence of my parting with my house in London. 1773 
E. Bonnote Rambles Mr. Frankly (1797) 1. 81 We forbade 
me his house, sued a fine, and cut me off with a shilling. 
ee Cruise Digest (ed, 2) VI. 138 A fine was levied accord- 
ingly. 

+e. Hence used gen. for: A contract, agreement. 

1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 106 Sir Henry mad pe 

fyne, and mad pe mariage. 1362 Lanci, P. P/. A. i. 5r 


FINE. 


Meede In Mariage was [I-feffed] To beo fastnet with fals be 
fyn was arered, 

III. A composition paid. 

7. a. Feudal Law. A fee (as distinguished from the 
rent) paid by the tenant or vassal to the landlord 
on some alteration of the tenancy, as on the transfer 
or alienation of the tenant-right, ete. b. Zod. Law. 
A sum of money paid by a tenant on the commence- 
ment of his tenancy in order that his rent may be 
small or nominal. 

¢1438 Torr. Portugal 1086 Omage thou shalte none nor 
ffyne. 1523 FirzHers. Surv. Prol., To cause them to pay 
more rent or a gretter fyne than they haue ben acustomed 
to do in tyme past. 1625 Act 1 Chas. J, c. 2 § 1 His 
Majestie having received divers Fines and sommes of Mony, 
according to the said Contracts. 1710 PRipEaux Ovig. 
Tithes ii. 82 Reckoning in their Fines as well as their Rents. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 351 Where a fine is certain, 
the tenant is bound to pay it immediately upon his admit- 
tance. 1862 Lp. BroucHam &r/t. Const. x. 138 The fines 
paid by his vassals on succession to or alienation of their 
fees. 1877 Act 40 & 41 Vict. c. 18 § 4 On every such lease 
shall be reserved the best rent .. that can be reasonably 
obtained .. without taking any fine or other benefit in the 
nature of a fine. 

8. +a. Inphr. Zo make (a) fine: to make one’s 
peace, settle a matter, obtain exemption from 
punishment or release from captivity, esp. by means 
of a money payment. Oés. exc. Hist. 

1z97 R. Gtouc. (1724) 511 Some hii lete honge Bi hor 
membres an hey..Vort hii adde fin imad. c1325 Coer de L. 
3350 Charges mules... Off brende gold.. For our heyres 
to make fyn. c1325 ALetr. Hone. 46 To mak the fin For 
sin. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chroz. Wace (Rolls) 15966 When 
Penda hadde to Cadwalyn Obliged hym, & mad _ his 
fyn. ¢1380 Wycuir Wks, (1880) 184 It is lizttere to make 
a fyn for moche money pan to purge hym. 1422 J. Yoncr 
Privytye 204 And there this MeMahons, with dyuers othyr 
enemys, fynes with hym makid, pees forto haue. 1574 in W.H. 
Turner Select Rec. Oxford 351 Richard Lloyde..shall make 
fyne for his contemptuous..wordes. 1891 Northunzb. Assize 
Rolls (Surtees) Pref. 25 The matter .. settled by the Swet- 
hops making a fine with Dionisia for 20 marks. 

+b. A sum of money offered or paid for exemp- 
tion from punishment or by way of compensation 
for injury. Obs. 

[2292 Britton 1. xii. § 7 Sur peyne de raunceun et de fin.] 
c1340 Cursor M. 6753 (Trin.) If pef haue no fyn ny 3ift .. 
he shal be solde. 1628 Earte JMJicrocosm., Meere Gull 
Citizen (Arb.) 94 A harsh scholemaster, to whom he .. payes 
a fine extraordinary for his mercy. 

e. A certain sum of money imposed as the 
penalty for an offence. + Zo put to (one’s) fine: 
to fine. 

1529 More Supplic. Soulys Wks. 296/2 The v. C, poundes 
whych he payed for a fyne by the premunire. 1542-3 
Act 34-5 Hen. VIII, c. 27 § 84 No persone .. for murther 
or felonie shall be put to his fine, but suffer accord- 
inge to the lawes. 1647 CLarenpon Hist. Reb, 1. (1843) 
10/1 He was .. condemned in a great fine. 1719 W. Woop 
Surv. Trade 302 Which cannot fail of bringing many more 
to the Church, than is possible by Fines and Imprison- 
ments. 1827 Hatiam Const. Hist. (1876) III. xvii. 327 
Fines to the amount of £85,000. . were imposed on the Cove- 
nanters. 1861 M. Pattison ss. (1889) I. 47 A blow.. 
subjected the offender to a fine. 

d. transf. A penalty of any kind. arch. + To 
pass a fine: fig. to pronounce sentence. 

1503 Hawes Lxamp. Virt. v. 59 Deth is fyne of euery 
synne. 1580 Lupron Sivgi/a 14 To pay the fine of dam- 
nation for euer. @1680 Butter Rew. (1759) I. 141 Two 
Self-admirers..may pass a Fine Upon all Judgment. 1697 
Drypen Eneid x1. 1222 Too dear a Fine, ah much la- 
mented Maid, For warring with the Trojan hast thou 
paid. 1705 Appison /¢aly sor Fines .. set upon Plays, 
Games, Balls and Feastings. 1876 Biacktr Songs Relig. & 
Life 195 We stood for our faith, when our life was the fine. 

+9. A fee or charge paid for any privilege. Also, 
probate duty on a will. Ods. 

[x4z2 Z. E. Wills (1882) 51 & soluerunt pro fine iiijor 
nobilia.] 1434 Eart or Oxrorp in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. u. 
I. 110 That the said Shipp, without any fyn or fee .. may 
have licence. .to make the furst viage unto St. James. 1521 
Bury Wills (Camden) 120 Item to Mr. Miles, for the aquitans 
at thys cownt makyng in Fornham and for y? fyne of y® testa- 
ment..v$. vilj ¢.¢1744 Parl. Bill in Hanway Trav. (1762) 
I. v. lxxi, 323 All persons .. should be admitted into the free- 
dom of the said company, upon paying a fine of fifty pounds. 

IV. 10. Comd., fine-rolls (=rotuld oblatorum 
or fintum ; see quot. 1891) ; fine-setting vd/. sd., 
fining, mulcting. 

1800 1s¢ Rept. Public Records 54 The Fine Rolls. 1853 
Tuomas Handbk. Publ. Rec. 39 The Fine Rolls of King 
John, 1891 Scarcitt-Birp Guide to Public Records 35 The 
Rolls upon which were entered the sums of money (or other 
property. .) offered to the king by way of oblation or fine for 
the passing or renewal of charters or grants, and for the 
enjoyment of lands, offices, wardships, exemptions .. and 
other marks of royal favour, were called Oblata or Fine 
Rolls. The first of these appellations fell into disuse after 
the reign of John, the latter only being thenceforward re- 
tained. 1657 Burton's Diary (1828) II. 17 This fine-setting 
is no breach of privilege. : 

{| Fine (firnz), 50.2 Jrish Hist. [Irish.] An 
Old Irish family or sept. 

1873 SuLtivan /ntrod. O’Curry's Anc. Irish 1. 79 The 
¢lan..comprised several Fines. 1875 Maine 7st. Just. iv. 
1o5 My own.. opinion is that the ‘Fine’..is neither the 
Tribe..nor..the modern Family..but the Sept. 

Fine (foin),a. Forms: 3-5 fin, fyn, 4-6 fyne, 
(4 fyin), 4- fine. [a. F. fx=Pr. jin-s, Sp., Pg., 
It. io (also It. fize):—Com. Rom. jino (med.L. 
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Jinus), prob. a back-formation from /finire (pa. 
pple. jizzfo) to Fryisu. On the analogy of the 
many Rom. vbs. in -zve derived from adjs. (e.g. 
erossire to make thick, f. grosso thick) the vb. 
jinive seems to have been felt to presuppose an 
adj. fzo. Similar back-formations (from adjs. of 
ppl. form) are Sp. ceerdo intelligent from L. cor- 
datus, It. manso gentle from L. mansuétus. The 
Rom. word has passed into all the Teut. langs. ; 
cf. OHG., MHG. ft (mod.G. fezz), MDu., Du. 
Jim, Icel. (15th c.) ft, Sw. fi, Da. fizr. 

In Fr. the word now chiefly expresses delicate and subtle 
perfection, as opposed to all that is gross or clumsy. In 
Eng. the senses derived from this notion are still current, 
but the word came to be used as a general expression of 
admiring approbation, equivalent to the Fr. deaz, which it 
renders in many adopted locutions.] 

I. Finished, consummate in quality. 

1. Of superior quality, choice of its kind. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 2870 (Gétt.) Men findis lompis on be sand 
Of ter, nan finer in bat land. 1377 Lancu. P. PZ, B. 1. 9 
With pelure be finest vpon erthe. c1385 CHaucer L.G.W. 
673 Cleofatras, She..made..a shryne Of alle the rubies 
and the stones fyne In al Egypte that she coude espye. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 161/1 Fyne wyne, falernum. 1653 
Watton Azgler 130 Certain fields .. make the Sheep that 
graze upon them .. bear finer Wool. 1872 Yeats Growth 
Commz. 31 Elba remarkable to this day for the fine iron it 
produces. absol. ?1a1400 Morte Arth. 3372 
Ffonde of be fyneste,..And reche to the ripeste. 

2. Free from foreign or extraneous matter, having 
no dross or other impurity ; clear, pure, refined. 

a. Of metals: Free from dross or alloy. 

ax1300 Cursor M. 16453 (Cott.) Quen pai pe fine gold 
for-soke, ¢1384 Cuaucer H. Fame ui. 258 Of gold As 
fyne as ducat in venyse. c1450 Mirour Salwacioun 1148 
This reuerent Throne was made .. of finest gold. 1557 
N. T. (Genev.) Rev. i. 15 And his fete lyke vnto fyne brasse. 
1611 Biste £2ra viii. 27 Two vessels of fine copper, precious 
as gold. 1757 Jos. Harris Cozvs 31 Coins.. should contain 
certain assigned quantities of pure or fine silver. 1867 Chand. 
Frul, xxxvu. 105 ‘ Fine’ gold being purer than ‘standard’. 
1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., Fine metal, the iron or 
plate-metal produced in the refinery. 

Jig. 19727 Swit Further Acc. E. Currl, Mixing a 
greater quantity of the fine metal of other authors with the 
alloy of this society. 

b. Of gold or silver: Containing a given pro- 
portion of pure metal, specified respectively in 
“carats’ (see CARAT) or ‘ ounces’ (sc. per 1b. troy). 

1594 Prat Fewell-ho. ut. 85 The golde being 24 Carots 
high, & the siluer 12 ounces fine. 1666 Act 18 Chas. J/, 
c. 5 $1 For every pound troy of gold or silver. .that shall be 
finer upon assay than crown gold or standard silver. 1820 
G Carey Funds 95 Gold of twenty two carats fine 
signifies that twenty two parts of the whole mass is pure 
gold and two parts of some other metal. 1862 E.W, Ropert- 
son Hist. Ess. 1. i. 3 The purest gold, 24 carats fine. 

Jig. 1581 [See Carat 3]. Pic 

c. Of liquids; Free from turbidity or impurity, 
clear. Also occas. of air: Pure. 

1481 Caxton MMyrr, 1.i.6 The good wyn that is aboue 
abideth alway clere and fyn. 1567 R. Epwarps Dawz. § Pith. 
in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 35 Methinks this is a pleasant city.. 
The air subtle and fine. 1596 Datrympte tr. Leslie's Hist. 
Scot, (1885) 27 Ane .. spring, of fyne, freshe and fair water. 
@1637 B. Jonson Rules Tavern v, Let our wines without 
mixture or stum be all fine. 1671 Grew Azat. Plants 1. ii. 
(1682) 15 Which transient Sap .. thus becomes fine, 1723 
Swirt Stella at Woodpark, She view’d the wine To see 
that ev'ry glass was fine. 1745 R. Pococke Descy. East 
Il. i. 5 They..brought fine oil of olives. 1819 SHELLEY 
Cyclops 47 Here the air is calm and fine. 

+3. Pure, sheer, absolute; perfect. In phrases 
adopted from OF., esp. (of, with, by) fine force, 
(by) absolute necessity, also (by) main force; jive 
love, fine heart, etc. Obs. 

¢1320 Cast, Love 1405 Ther was never fadur to his child 
Of fyne love so meke and myld: c¢ 1330 R. BruNNE Chron. 
(x8r0) 35 Kymak .. com for fyne awe. ¢ 1340 Gaw. § Gr. 
Knut, 1139 Me be-houez of fyne.force, Your seruaunt be. 
c1450 Merlin 156 By fyn strengthe. ¢1475 Partenay 3831 
Whom I so loued with hert Fyn. 1564 Hawarp Extropius 
vu, 61 Cesar .. of fine force caused the Romaynes to create 
hym consull. 1670 Corton ZLsfernonx 1. 1. 45 To effect 
that by fine Force, he could not obtain by the more 
moderate ways of Addresses, and Treaty. 1706 PHILLips 
(ed. Kersey), “ize Force (Fr. Law Term) an absolute un- 
avoidable Necessity or Constraint. 1721-1800 in BaILEy. 

4. Of persons: +a. Consummate in virtue or 
excellence. Chiefly as rime-word. Ods. 

13.. &, E. Allit. P. A. 1203 A god, a lorde, a frend ful 
fyin. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chyox. (1810) 257 A baron bold 
& fyn. c1400 Rowland § O. 14 Sir Cherlles gud & fyne. 
1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 1901 Twa halymen and fyne, 
Saint benet and bischop Marcellyne. 

+b. Used with reproachful designations : Con- 
summate, ‘egregious’. Obs. Cf. 12¢. 

c1425 WyntToun Crom. vi. vi. 18 A schrewe fyne. 1598 
Suaxs. Merry W. y. i. 19 That same knaue (Ford hir 
husband) hath the finest mad diuell of iealousie in him. .that 
euer gouern’d Frensie. 1604 — OZh, 1v. i. 155, I was a fine 
Foole to take it. a 

5. Of persons or actions: Consummately skilful, 
highly accomplished. Now only as a contextual 
use of 12: Admirably skilful. 


¢1320 Orfeo 265 To her harpyng that was fyne. c¢ 1400 4 


Desty. Troy 7716 A fyn archer, 1535 STEWART Crom. Scot. 
III. 436 To seik him leichis that wer fyne and gude, To 
heill iis woundis. x6or Suaxs. ¥x/. C. 1.1. 10 In respect 
of a fine Workman, I am but..a Cobler. 1837 DisraELt 





FINE, 


Venetia 1, ili, A fine musician. 1880 L, STEPHEN Pofe v. 133 
Pope was a really fine judge of literature. 


II. Delicate, subtle. 


6. a. Exquisitely fashioned ; delicately beautiful. 
13.. &. E, Allit. P. A. 170 Her fygure fyn. c1450 Why 
I can't be a nun 113 in E. E, P. (1862) 141, I fylle Among 
the herbes fresche and fyne. 1530 Patscr. 312/2 Fyne as 
any worke that is small and subtylly wrought, soubtil. 1596 
Spenser Prothalamion 27 Vhey..with fine fingers cropt .. 
The tender stalks. 1610 SHAxs. Vez. 1. ii. 317 Fine ap- 
parision: my queint Ariel Hearke in thine eare, 1819 
SHELLEY Cevci 1. i. 133 Warp those fine limbs To loathéd 
lameness, 1867 TENNYSON zndow 88 Fine little hands, fine 
little feet. 
b. Of immaterial things, e.g. emotion or feeling : 
Delicate, elevated, refined. Cf. Io. 

1606 Suaxs. 7%. & Cy. m1. ii. 24 Some ioy too fine.. For the 
capacitie of my ruder powers. 1797 Mrs. RapcuirreE /¢alian 
xxxili. (1824) 713 A moment of finer joy. 1842 TENNYSON 
Locksley H, 46 What is fine within thee growing coarse 
to sympathise with clay. 

7. Delicate in structure or texture, delicately 
wrought ; consisting of minute particles or slender 
threads or filaments. Opposed to CoARsE. 

Often contextually coincident with sense 1. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Pro/. 453 Hire coverchiefs weren ful fine 
of ground. axz400 Sir Perc. 453 He fande a lofe of brede 
fyne. 1558 Bury Wills (Camden) 151, J fyne hone. 1660 
Act 12 Chas. II, c. 4. Sched. s.v. Brushes, Fine, or head 
brushes. 172zx BERKELEY Prevent, Ruin Gt. Brit. Wks. III. 
199 More fine linen is wore in Great Britain than in any 
other country. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1756) I. 118 
Any Thing that is termed fine Work. 1842 Biscnorr Woollen 
Manuf. U1. 192 The wool is fit for clothing purposes or for 
making fine flannels. 1884 A. R. PenninctTon Wicli/ vi. 187 
They were. . written on fine vellum. 

b. In minute particles, comminuted. 

1535 CoveRDALE Lev. ii. 1 A meatofferynge. .of fyne floure. 
1589 Pafpe w. Hatchet D ijb, They haue..got themselues 
the fine meale. 1602 SuHaxs. Havz. v.i.116 Full of fine Dirt. 
1820 SHELLEY Witch xliv. 6 Interwoven with fine feathery 
snow. 1885 Manch. Exam, 4 May 5/3 The air is in fact 
quite misty with the fine impalpable dust which it contains. 

e. Attenuated, of small density, subtle, rare. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 761 When the Eye standeth in 
the Finer Medium. 1712-4 Pore Rafe Lock u. 61 Trans- 
parent forms, too fine for mortal sight, Their fluid bodies 
half dissolved in light. 1783 Porr Chirurg. Wks. II. 219 
The exudation of a fine fluid. 1860 Miss MuLock Paradles 
30 in Poems 273 Air so rare and fine, 


d. Very small in bulk or thickness; extremely 


thin or slender. 

c1400 MaunpEv. (1839) iii. 17 Upon the Body lay a fyn 
plate of Gold. 1552 Hutorr Fine threde, avachnion. 1577 
Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. (1586) u. 68 Make..a fine hole.. 
in the stocke. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. iv. 21 Like a crane his 
neck was long and fyne. c¢ 1790 Imison Sch. Art 1. 223 
The fine membranes between a frog’s toes. 182r SHELLEY 
Proneth, Unb. u.i. 116 Thine eyes..underneath Their long 
fine lashes. 

fig. 1588 Suaxs L. L. L.v.i.19 He draweth out the thred 
of his verbositie finer then the staple of his argument. 1845 
Lp. Houenton in Life (1891) I. viii. 360, I think my own 
finer [lines of judgment] just as distinct. 1884 Manch. 
Exam. 26 May 5/1 Margins of profit are so fine. 189t 
Farmer Slang, Cut fine, to narrow down to a minimum. 

e. Athletics. Reduced in fat to the proper degree 
by training. 

1818 Sporting Mag. XLVI. 44 The gentleman who brought 
him [Oliver] so fine into the ring in his combat with Painter, 
1887 R. L. Stevenson Pastoral in Longm. Mag. 1X. 598 
With a certain strain in the expression, like that of a man 
trained too fine and harassed with perpetual vigilance. 


8. Of a tool, weapon, etc. : Sharp-pointed, keen- 


edged ; sharp. 


c 1400 Destr. Troy 5824 He..frusshit at Philmene with a 
fyn launse. x61r Suaxs. Wirt. T. v. iii. 78 What fine 
Chizzell Could euer yet cut breath? 1848 Macauray //7st. 
Eng. 1. 342 Those exquisitely fine blades which are required 
for operations on the human frame. 1871 Morey Voltaire 
(1886) 8 A fine sword, very fatal to those, who [etc.]. " 

Jig. ¢x600 Suaxs. Sov. lii. 4 For blunting the fine point 
of seldom pleasure. 16a2 Bacon Hen. V/J 51 The finer 
edges or points of wit. oA, : - 

+9. Of bodily constitution : Delicate, sensitive, 


tender. Ods. : 

1607 TorsELt Four, Beasts (1658) 583 Some fine or deli- 
cate person which cannot endure so gross a medicine. 166 
LoveLt Hist. Anint. & Min. Introd., [Meats] fit for fine 
complexions, idle and tender persons. : 

10. a, Of distinctions, reasoning, objects of per- 
ception, etc.: Subtle, delicate, refined. b. Of 
senses, organs, instruments: Capable of delicate 
perception or discrimination ; sensitive to delicate 


or subtle impressions. 

1567 R. Epwarps Dam. & Pith. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 17 
Now mens ears are finer. 1580 Barer Adv. F 544 A subtile 
and fine distinction, distinctio tenuis § acuta. 1606 Suaks. 
Tr. & Cr. 1. iii. 338 For here the Trojans taste our dear’st 
repute With their finest palate. 1693 DryprEN Fuvenal 
Ded. 41 The .. most delicate touches of Satire consist, in 
fine Raillery. 31712 Appison Sect. No. 409 PI Gratian 
very often recommends the fine Taste, as the utmost Per- 
fection of an accomplished Man. 1784 Cowrer Jask v1. 
562 Grac’d with polish’d manners and fine sense. 1801 
Sourney Vhalaba u1. xi, The subtile sounds, Too fine for 
mortal sense. 1855 Bain Senses & (nt. u. il. §8 The part 
endowed with the finer tactile power feels the other. 1879 
THomson & Tait Nat. Phil. 1. 1. § 431 A fine balance 
should turn with about a s500,cooth of the greatest load 
which can safely be placed in either pan, 1885 Law 
Times UXXIX. 171/2 The distinction between motive and 
intention is perhaps a little fine. of 
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+11. Intellectually subtle, clever, ingenious. In 


bad sense, Cunning, artful. Ods. 

1377 Lanci. 2. Pd. B. x. 247 Had neuere freke fyne wytte 
pe feyth to dispute. c1q4so St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7870 In 
all. doyng discrete and fyne. 1559 Alivr. Mag., all R. 
Tresilian xii, To crepe into whose fauour we were full fyne 
and slye. 1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 159 Soon after he 
understood they were counterfeit Letters, made by Hanni- 
bals fine device to have drawn him out. 1607-12 Bacon 
Ess. Empire (Arb.) 298 The wisedome of all theis latter 
tymes, in Princes’ affaires, is rather fine Deliveryes, and 
shiftinges of daungers and mischeifes.. than solid and 
grounded courses to keepe themaloofe. 1610 Br, CARLETON 
Furisd. 6 Some of the finer Iesuits .. are growen more cun- 
ning in the manner of deliuering it. 1701 Rowe Amd. Step- 
Moth. i. ii. 942 One fine project of the Statesman’s Brain, 
1766 [Anstey] Bath Guide viii. (1807) 57 Men of fine heads, 
and nice calculations. 

III. Senses developed in Eng. (chiefly = Fr. 
beau). 

12. Used as a general expression of admiration : 
Excellent ; admirable in quality; of rare or striking 


merit, 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 161/1 Fyne, or ryght goode. 1580 
Srpney Acadia (1622) 116 To my conceite the fine cleane- 
nesse of bearing it was exceeding delightfull, 1671 Lapy 
Mary Bertie in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 22 
Two very fine new plays. 1676 Corron Angler 1. i. 5 As 
fine Rivers, and as clear from..encumbrance to hinder an 
Angler, as any you ever saw. 1729 Law Serious C. i. (1815) 
g You see them .. pleased with fine preachers. 1751 CHAT- 
HAM Lett Nephew ii. 7 They [Homer and Virgil] contain the 
finest lessons for yourage to imbibe. 1756-7 Keysler’s Trav. 
(1760) LV. 451 Part of the fine paintings..have already been 
brought from Dusseldorp. 1794 Soutury Botany Bay Ecl. 
iz Tis a fine thing to fight the French for fame! 1829 
Lytton Devereux 1. iii, Candour no longer seemed to me the 
finest of virtues. 1833 Hr. Martineau JZanch. Strike i. 9 
Shake hands, my fine fellow. 1836 W. Irvine Astoria II. 
314 He accordingly fitted out a fine ship of four hundred 
and ninety tons. 1863 Kincstey Water-Bab. (1878) 5 He 
thought of the fine times coming when he would be a man. 

b. Of thoughts, sayings, etc.: Admirably con- 
ceived or expressed. 

1676 Hozzes /Ziad Pref. (1686) 10 Two or three fine sayings 
are not enough to make a Wit. 1695 DrypEn Paradll, 
Poetry §& Paint. Prose Wks. 1800 III. 348 The word zs, 
or brass, was taken for a trumpet, because the instrument 
was made of that metal,—which of itself was fine. 1712 
STEELE Sfect. No. 288 px Saying as many fine Things as 
their Stock of Wit will allow. 1875 Jowretr Plato (ed. 2) 
IIL. 569 According to his own fine expression, ‘the thought 
of God made God’. 

ec. Often used zvonically. 

1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 36 How say you fine 
man? 1613 Suaks. etc. Hex, VIIT, v. iv. 74 Y’ haue made 
a fine hand, fellowes. 1679 Lp. CHANCELLOR in R. Mansel 
Narr. Popish Plot 40 You are a fine Fellow; first to 
come to His Majesty .. then to the Lord Powis. 1683 in 
Wood Zz/e (O. H.S.) IIL. 70 That ‘to execute penal lawes 
upon dissenters was’ —speaking ironically—‘a fine way to 
unite us’. 1797 Mrs. Ravcuirre /talianx xvi, Fine plots 
they would lay. 1855 Browninc Pra Liffo 201 A fine way 
to paint soul, by painting body So ill. 3186x T. A, TRoLLope 
La Beata I. iv. 74 It is all very fine, but one must live, 
1890 W. A. WALLAcE Only a Sister ? 323 Telling your mates 
of your fine goings-on. 

18. Remarkably good-looking, handsome. Said 
both of persons and things. 

In the 18th c. the expression ‘a fine woman’ (= une belle 
JSemmie) was very often used where we should now rather 
say ‘ beautiful’ or ‘ pretty’. 

1340-70 Alex, §& Dind. 591 But hit [a tomb] fair be & fin, 
folie 3e holden. 1598 Yona Diana 36 A Shepherdesse so 
fine perdie, So liuely yoong and passing faire. 1726 FRANKLIN 
Frnt. Wks, 1887 I. 106 From the battlements of this upper 
castle .. you have a fine prospect. 1749 Fietpinc Jom 
Fones vut. viii, [She] is still a very fine woman. 1791 Mrs. 
Ravciirre Rom. Forest x, She is a fine girl. 1828 Scorr 
£, MM, Perth xxx, To make yourself acceptable to a fine 
woman. 1833 Hr. Martineau Brooke Farm iv. 43 As fine 
a set of lads and lasses as could be seen. 1867 Miss Broucu- 
TON Cometh up as Flower xxx. (1878) 334 A monstrous fine 
woman, 1868 Lockyer Elem. Astron. 1.(1879) 34 The finest 
ring-nebula is the 57th in Messier’s catalogue. 

b.. Of the features, etc., in a more elevated sense : 
‘ Beautiful with dignity’ (J.). 

x801 SoutHry Thadaba 1x. ii, Her fine face raised to Heaven. 
1849 C. Bronrit Shzrey ii, He seems unconscious that his 
features are fine, 1878 Hurron Scott i. 4 His father was a 
man of fine presence. 

14, Of handsome size or growth. 

1590 GREENE WVever too late (1600) 3 The finest buds are 
soonest nipt with frosts. 1703 MAUNDRELL Yourn. Yerus. 40 
Orange Trees ,. all of so fine a growth .. that one cannot 
imagine anything more perfect in this kind. 1796 C. Mar- 
SHALL Garden. xvii. (1813) 279 Some sorts [of fruit trees] grow 
finest in..a warm soil. 1870 Mrs. H. Woop G. Canterbury 
II. i, 9 A fine child you cafl him. .He is not a fine child, for 
he is remarkably small; but he is a very pretty one. 

b. Colloquially often with derisive notion ; Very 
large; also followed by /arge, bie, ete. 

1833 Hr, Martineau Berkeley 1. ili. 53 You had a fine slice 
of bread and honey just before Miss Berkeley came in, 

15. Of the weather, a day, etc.: In which the sky 
is bright, or comparatively free from cloud. Often 
merely in the sense: Free from rain, Also MVaut. 
of the wind (see quot. 1867). 

(=F. dean; F. has also un teneps Jin bright and cloudless 
weather, but this seems not to have influenced the Eng. use.] 

1704 CUNINGHAM in PAdl, Trans. XXV. 1688 Fair and 
pleasant weather, with fine gales at S.E. 1732 BERKELEY 
Alciphr. 1. § 1 The weather was so fine they had a mind to 
spend the day abroad. 1836.M. Scorr Cruise Midge 1. ii. 
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39 A fine breeze, that..was nearly a fair wind up the river. 
1867 TENNYSON ]Vindow 153 ‘ Cuck-oo ! Cuck-oo !’ was ever 
a May so fine? 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., line breezes, 
said of the wind when the flying-kites may be carried but 
requiring a sharp look-out. 1872 Woop Jusects at Home 
iii. 337 On a fine day, it is very interesting to watch the 
ants [etc.]. 

b. One of these fine days, etc. (=F. un de ces 
beaux jours) : often used playfully or derisively with 
reference to the occurrence of some unlooked for 


event. 

1853 Miss Mutock Agatha’s Husb, I. iii. 65 Miss Bowen 
set off one fine morning, hoping [etc.]. 1854 Dickens ard 
7. 1. xi. 89 You'll get yourself into a real muddle, one of 
these fine mornings, 

16. Of dress: Highly ornate, showy, smart. 
Hence of persons: Smartly dressed. Chiefly in 
disparaging use. Prov. Fine feathers make fine 
birds. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 84 With fayre and fyne 
clothes, 1596 Suaxs. Zam. Shr, u. i. 319, I will be sure my 
Katherine shall be fine. 1665 BoyLr Occas. Ref. v. v. (1845) 
313 A Colour’d suit, that but last Week, would have been 
thought a fine one. 1721 KeLty Sc. Prov. 109 Fine Feathers 
make fine Birds. 1730 Swirr Death § Daphne, Fine as a 
col’nel of the guards. 1771 Mrs. Harris in Priv. Lett. Ld. 
Malmesbury 1.214 A dress which was pretty and fine. 1798 
Jane Austen Worthang. Abb, (1833) 1.1i. 7 She had a harm- 
less delight in being fine. 

17. Characterized by or affecting refinement or 
elegance; polished, dainty, refined, fastidious, etc. 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1562) 1 jb, Lyke one of fond fancy 
so fyne and so neate, That would haue better bread than is 
made of wheate. a@1555 Latimer Serv. §& Rez. (1845) 109 
Those fine damsels thought it scorn to do any such thing 
unto Mary. 1732 Pore £A. Bathurst 73 Soft Adonis, so 
perfum’d and fine. 1774 Mrs. Harris in Priv. Lett. Ld, 
Malmesbury 1.279 She is too fine to come to town till the 
day before the birthday. 1786 Burns Holy Fair xv, His 
English style, an’ gesture fine Are a’ clean out o’ season. 
1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Mam. 1. 55 Since she had 
been admitted into the society of her fine neighbours. 1814 
Worpsw, Lacursion vi, Yet farther recommended by the 
charm Of fine demeanor. 1885 Besant Children of Gibeon 
i. xxxii, He’s only a working-man, you see. He hasn’t got 
your fine ways. : 

18. Of speech, writing, etc.: Affectedly ornate 
or elegant. 

1773 Mrs, Cuarone Jmprov. Mind (1774) Il. 113 Idle 
gallantry and unmeaning fine speeches. cx1800 K. WuiTE 
Lett. (1837) 334 Never make use of fine or vulgar words. 
1837 J. H. Newman Par. Seviz. (ed. 3) I. xiii. 202 A price 
for the indulgence of fine speaking. 1867 Freeman Norv. 
Cong. (1876) I. App. 610 By way of fine writing. 

b. Flattering, complimentary. 

1848 Macautay Hist. Eng, 1. 168 When this haggling was 
very obstinate and very skilful it was called by some fine 
name, 1865 Mitt in AZorn. Star 6 July, I hope you don’t 
suppose that I think all the fine things true about me which 
have been said [etc.]. 1874 Mortry Compronzise (1886) 169 
Hardly .. more than a fine name for self-indulgence. 

B. sb. (The adj. used absol.) +a. A fine woman. 
+b. Fine quality. ¢, The fine part of anything. 
d. Fine weather. 

1607 TourNEuR Rev, Tvag. 11. v, Me thinkes she makes 
almost as faire a fine. 1638 Forp Lady’s Triad 11. i, Fairs, 
fines, and honies, are but flesh and blood. 1696 J. F. 
Merchant's Ware-ho. 15 What it wants in the fine, you have 
compleated in the strength. a@ 1834 Lams Final Mem. viii. 
To H. C. Robinson 264 You go about, in rain or fine, at 
all hours.. 1886 G, ALLEN AZaimie’'s Sake xviii, The fine of 
the day will all be gone by that time. 

C. adv. =Finely: a. In a fine manner, elegantly, 
etc.; as, to talk fine. b. Well, very well; com- 
pletely, fully ; also in +L%d/ fine ; + Welland fine : 
to one’s satisfaction, thoroughly. Ods. exc. dial, 
c. Delicately, mincingly, subtly, with nicety. 

a. 1508 Dunbar Tua Mariit Wemen 31 Annamalit fine 
with flouris Off alkin hewis under hewin. 1708 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 4496/4 A strong Bay Horse that.. goes fine. 1730 
Swirt Paneg. on the Dean, The neighbours who come here 
to dine, Admire to hear me speak so fine. 1751 Female 
Found, U1. 46 Nothing could be imagined finer turned than 
the Praises which he gave me. 1773 Hist. Ld. Ainsworth 
I.9 Servants who drest finer than their mistresses. 1812 W. 
Taytor in Monthly Rev. LX XIX. 384 All the personages 
talk fine. 1812 L. Hunr in Lraminer 14 Dec. 785/2 They 
spoke finest. 

b. ¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W.1715 Lucrece, The husbonde 
knew the estris wel and fyn. c 1400 Destr. Troy 7168 Iche 
freike was fyn hole of bere fell hurttes. c¢1z470 HarpinG 
Chron. c. Vv, Rulyng that lande in peace and lawe full fine. 
c1554 uter?l. Youth in Hazl. Dodsley II. 12 Your brother 
and you together Fettered fine fast! 1889 Barrie Window 
in Thrums 168, I believe fine ye mean what ye say. 1890 
W. A. Watrace Only a Sister ? 327, I could see all fine from 
behind the curtains. 

ec. 1588 Suaxs. LZ. L. L. vy. i, 22 Such rackers of orta- 
griphie,-as to speake dout fine, when he should say doubt. 
1611 — Cymb, 1. i, 84 Dissembling curtesie ! How fine this 
Tyrant Can tickle where she wounds! 1676 Corron Angler 
1. v. 35 To fish fine, and far off is the .. principal Rule for 
Trout Angling. 1704 J. Trapp Adva-Mulé 1, i. 1191 Thy 
Plot was wrought Too fine for my dull Sight. 

D. Comb. 

1. Of the adj. a, With pr. pples. forming adjs., 
as fine-appearing (U.S, dial.), -looking. 

1879 Howe t L. Aroostook (1883) II. 59 ‘ She is very *fine- 
appearing,’ said Lydia, Staniford smiled at the’countrified 
phrase. 

b. In parasynthetic derivatives, as jie-dazted, 
eyed, -feathered, -featured,  -fleeced, -furred, 


=grained, -haired, -jointed, -mouthed, -nosed, -paced, 
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-skinned, -spirited, -threaded, -timbered, -toned, 
-tongued, -tubed, -witted, -woolled. 

1598 Suaks. Merry W. . i. 99 Lead him on with a “fine 
baited delay. 1815 Keats Zfistle to G. F. Mathew 35 The 
*fine-eyed maid. 1751 R. Pattock P. Wilkins (1884) IL. ii. 18 
A very *fine-feathered creature. 1657 CokaIne Odstinate 
Lady u.i, *Fine-featur’d Mars. 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 
131 The high prices at which the *fine-fleeced animals were 
sold, 1630 Drayton Noahs Floud 97 ‘The *fine-furd Ermin. 
1538 Letanp /¢im. (1744) VII. 8x Very fayre and *fyne 
greynyd Okes, 1859 F. A. Grirritus Avtzd. Zan. (1862) 
g2 Fine grained, or musket powder 1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4890/4 Very Fat and *fine hair’d 1849 Parker Goth. 
Archit. 1. i. (1874) 16 *Fine-jointed masonry. @1700 B. E. 
Dict. Cant. Crew, * Fine-mouth'd, nice dainty. 1811 Sfort- 
ing Mag. XX XVIII. 111 Should the executioner be too fine- 
mouthed. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist, vi. ii. § rt The Monks 
themselves were too *fine-nosed to dabble in Tan-fatts. 1625 
B. Jonson Staple of NV. 1. i, A*fine-paced gentleman. 1701 
Lond. Gaz. No. 3748/4 A black Gelding. .*fine Skin’d. 171 
ManvbeEviLLE Fad. Bees (1733) II. 315 Many “*fine-spirite 
creatures. 1890 Cuitp Badlads vu. ccxi. 145/2 It is a fine- 
spirited ballad as it stands. 1833 Herscuet Astvon. ii. 84 
A *fine-threaded screw. 1634 MAssiNcER Very Woman u. 
iii, This day the market’s kept for slaves ; go you, And buy 
you a *fine-timber’d one to assist me. 1864 A. M¢Kay /7ist. 
Kilmarnock (1880) 120 A *fine-toned organ. 1580 SIDNEY 
Arcadia (1622) 238 My *fine-witted wench Artesia. 1868 
Darwin Anim. § Pl. I. iii. 99 *Fine-woolled sheep. 

2. Of the adv. a. With pr. pples., forming adjs., 
as fine-dividing, -feeling, -sounding, -tapering. 

1879 Gro. Exior Coll. Breakf. P. 610 Brains and *fine- 
dividing tongue. 1795 Yeminal 4 This.:is your amiable 
-. your *fine-feeling Miss Jemima. 1845 Forp Handbhk. 
Spain 1. 35 The names of the animals are always *fine- 
sounding. 1728-46 THomson Sfring 384 The rod *fine- 
tapering with elastic spring. : c 

b. With pa. pples., forming adjs., as _fixe-bred, 
-dressed, ~set, -sifted, -spoken, -tricked, -wrought. 

1667 Drypen Wild Gallant m1. iu, A *fine-bred woman. 
1710 PALMER Proverbs 111 Many a fine-bred gentleman has 
been ruin’d by a title. 168z Otway Soldier's Fort. 1. i, 
A dainty *fine-drest coxcomb, 1703 Moxon AVech. Exerc. 
111 */ine-set, the Irons of Planes. .are set Fine, when .. in 
working they take off a fine-shaving, 1823 P. NicHoLtson 
Pract. Build. 223 Fine-set. 1824 Miss Mirrorp Village 
Ser. 1. (1863) 197 The *fine-sifted mould of the shrubberies. 
1666 Perys Diary 1 Apr., I find him a very *fine-spoken 
gentleman. 1853 Lyncu Sed/-Jmprov. vy. 105 The talk and 
airs of fine-spoken reputable people. 1600 J. Lane Tow 
Vel-troth 235 These mincing maides and “fine trict truls, ride 
post To Plutoes pallace. 1691 Norris Pract. Disc. 239 As the 
laborious Spider weaves her *fine-wrought Web. 1725 De 
For Voy. round World (1840) 198 Fine-wrought China silks. 
1816 SHELLEY There is no work 21 The fine-wrought eye 
and the wondrous ear. : 

ce. With verbs, forming verbs, as five-burnish. 

1833 Horranp J/anuf. Metal Il. 40 Women, who care- 

fully *fine-burnish the bows witlra polished steel instrument. 


3. Special comb. : fine-arch (see quot.) ; fine- 
boring v/. sb., the process of giving a fine bore 
to a gun; fine-cut @., (@) finely cut, delicately 
chiselled ; (6) cut so as to be fine; fg. cut down 
to narrow limits; fine-edge v., to put a fine edge 
upon, sharpen ; fine-fingered a., (a) delicate, fas- 
tidious; (0) light-fingered; fine-headed a., (a) 
given to making fine distinctions ; (4) clear-headed, 
clever; | fine-palated a., pleasing to the palate ; 
fine-sight (see quot.) ; fine stuff (see quots.) ; fine- 
toothed a.,(@) ofa file: having fine teeth ; (0) of 
persons: delicate or epicurean in matters of taste 
or palate; fine world = BEAU-MoNDE. Also FINE- 
ART, FINE GENTLEMAN, FINE LADY, FINE-SPUN, 


FINE-WEATHER, etc. 

1874 Knicur Dict, Mech, 1, 847/1 *Fine-arch, the smaller 
fritting-furnace of a glass-house. 1891 Pad/ Mall G. 30 May 
7/2 The process called ‘*fine-boring’, 1894 Daily News 

Jan. a These days of *fine-cut profit on safe monetary 

usiness. 1824 Mechanic's Mag. No. 46. 280 Easy mode 
of *fine-edging a Razor, 1549 CoverDALE Lrasm. Par. 
x Tim. 13 To professe Christ, is not an ydle nor a delycate 
*fine fyngred matter, c15s9 in Strype Am. Ref I. xiv. 189 
These finefingered rufflers with their sables about their 
necks. 1603 Breton Mad World (Grosart) 11/1 ‘Taking 
me for a fine fingreed companion. 1579 Tomson Calvin's 
Serm. Tim. 1007/2 Some *fine headed and learned fellowe. 
1583 GotpinG Calvin on Deut. li. 307 Some .. which are so 
fine headded that they will make God a lyer. 1603 FLorio 
Montaigne u. xvii. (1632) 366 The finer-headed, and more 
subtle-brained a man is, 1742 Loud. & Country Brew. le. 
(ed. 4) 37 The desired End of enjoying “fine-palated whole- 
some Drink. 1859 Musketry Instruct. 34 *Fine-sight is 
when the line of sight is taken along the bottom of the notch 
of the back-sight, the fine point of the fore-sight being only 
seeninthealignment. 1825 J. NicHotson Oferat. Mechanic 
611 *Fine stuff ..is merely pure lime, slaked first with a 
small quantity of water, and afterwards [etc.]. 1858 
Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fine-stuf7, the second coat of plaster 
for the walls of a room, composed of finely sifted lime and 
sand mixed with hair. 1601 Hottanp Pliny I. 430 As they 
say that be *fine-toothed, and have a delicate tast. 1842 
Bk. Trades 231 The fine-toothed files. 1801 Han. Morr 
Wks. VIII. 18x Persons who are pleased exclusively to call 
themselves ..the *fine world. 

+ Fine, v.! Os. Forms: 3-6 fine, (3 fin, 4 
fyn), fyn(e(n. Often with strong pa. t.: 3-4 fan(e, 
(3 fayne), 4 fon, 5 fyne. [ad. OF. finer =Cat., 
Sp., Pg. jinar, It. jinare, com. Rom. fimare, f. L. 

JSin-is end.] 
‘1. extr. Of persons and other agents: To cease, 
stop, give over, desist. Const. 27/. with /o, 
1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 140 Heo ne fynede neuer mo ar bo 
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ober ware at gronde. a1300 Cursor M. 3309 (Cott.) Bot ai 
be quils he ne fan To be-hald pat leue maidan. ¢1375 Sc. 
Leg. Saints, Facobus 338 For-pbi pe lele mene, ore ba fane, 
Thinkand na ewil vent to be hill. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 
1. li, He wolde not fyne Playnely to worke to his conclusyon. 

2. To come to an end, fail, pass away, end. 
Also, to come to the end of one’s life, to die. 

@ 1300 Czrsor M, 22268 (Cott.) Sua sal cristen kingrik fine. 
13.. &. FE. Aliit. P. A. 328 Schal I efte forgo hit er euer 
Ifyne? 14.. Lypc. Temple of Glas 372 In short tyme hir 
turment shulde fyne. c1g00 Lawcelot 2081 This Is his mycht 
that neuer more shall fyne. 15.. Bk, Hair Gentlewom. 
in Laneham's Let. (1871) Introd. 96 Here Fineth Lady 
Fortune. 

3. ¢rans. To bring to an end, complete, conclude, 
finish, 

©1374 CHAucER Tvoylus tv. Proeme 26 Father of Qwyrine! 
This ferthe book me helpith for to fyne, 1426 Pol. Poems 
(Rolls) II. 134 Alle oure trouble to enden and tofyne. a1512 
Fanyan Chron. vu. 682 An ende of thys boke.. Here is now 
fyned, whereof the sence precedyth. 1593 SHaks. Lucv. 936 
‘Time’s office is to fine the hate of foes. 

b. To finish off (a part of a building). 

1448 Will of Hen. VI in Willis & Clark Cambridge 1. 369 
Euery boterace fined with finialx. /dzd., Smale tourettis .. 
fined with pynacles, 

Hence Fined ///. a., Fining wl. sd. 

c1300 K. Adis. 8015 God geve alle good fynyng! c1448 
Auyse of Hen. VI in Willis & Clark Cambridge 1. 367 Fro 
the Crest unto the fynyng of the pynnacles. 1571 T. FortEs- 
cuE Forest of Hist. 64 b, Considering what we reade of 
their fined labours. 1596 Drayton Legends, Robert cxv, 
In fined things such meruails infinite. 

Fine (fein), v7.2. Also 3-7 fyne. [f. Five sd.1] 

+1. trans. To pay as a fine or composition. Ods. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 463 Me. . bounde men & enprisonede, 
vorte hii fynede raunson, did. 528 So bat vor be mansla3t 
.. Pe clerkes finede wip him gret raunson inou. 1599 SHAKs. 
Hen, V, w. vii. 72 Know’st thou not That I have fined 
these bones of mine for ransom ? 

+2. To impose (a tax) wpon. Obs. 

1563-87 Foxr A. § JZ. (1596) 307/1 Shortlie after a tax 
was fined upon the countrie of Norfolke. 

+3. cztr. To pay a penalty, ransom, or composi- 
tion. Const. wth (a person). Ods. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 511, & wo so nolde a3en hom at hor 
wille fine, Hii barnde hous & other god. 1526 Customs of 
Pale (Dillon 1892) 85 Unto that theie have ffined with him 
for theire trespas. 1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 9 He made 
them fine of newe. 156: Srow Zug. Chron. (1565) 155 b, 
He was deteyned in prison..vntyll he had fyned with the 
kyng for 8000 poundes. 1563-87 Foxr A. § AZ. (1684) III. 
oe ae you fine with me, I will puta Collar about your 

eck, 

transf, and fig. 1§80 Sipney Ps. lv. 18 He ransom’d me, he 
for my safetie fin’d In fight. 1634 Surrey Zramiples w. i, 
A challenge! Some young gentlemen that have Strong 
purses and faint souls do use to fine for’t. 

b. esp. to do this in order to escape the duties 
of an office. Const. for, esp. in to fine for (the 
office of ) alderman, sheriff, etc. Also, + to fine off. 

1557 Order of Hospitalls B vj, Except he be such a one 
as have borne th’ Office ofan Alderman, or hath fined for the 
same, 1663 Pevys Diarvy 1 Dec., Mr. Crow. .hath fined for 
Alderman. 1682 Zug. Elect. ee 41 Charlton .. chose 
rather to Fine than to run the risk of being confirmed by 
the Commons to hold. 1706 Esrcourr Fair Examnip. v. i, 
You .. are able to Fine for Sheriff upon occasion. x75 
Jounson Rambler No. 116 ? 3 Some have fined for Sheriffs. 
1761-2 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) V. lxix. 179 Box apprehen- 
sive of the consequences which might attend so dubious an 
election, fined off. 

Jig. a@1680 Butter Rez. (1759) I. 82 So sadly dull And 
stupid, as to fine for Gull. ‘ 

+4. Of a magistrate: Zo fine with (a person). 
To accept a money payment as the price of con- 
nivance, Sc. 

1609 SKENE Reg. May. 135 Gif any Lord of Regalitie sells 
ay theif: or fines with him for theift done, 

. +a. To pay a fine on the renewal oftenure. (Cf. 
FinE sb.17.) Obs. b. trans. To fine down or off: to 
arrange for a reduction of (rent) upon payment of 


afine. So, ¢o fixe down a lease. 


1670 Watton Lives 1. 50 Our Tenant .. offered to fine at 
so low a rate as held not proportion with his advantages. 
1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4183/3 The Tenant fining down a Part. 
1709 [bid. No. 4540/5 Fining off part of the Rent after the 
rate of ten Years Purchase. 1880 [see Fininc below]. 

6. To fine and recover : see RECOVER. 

1831 Scorr Fr7d. (1890) II. gor, I believe I have fined and 
recovered, and so may be thankful. ; 

7. To pay a consideration for a specified privilege, 
or for appointment to an office. 

1548 Unatt, etc. Erasm. Par. Fohn xviii. 13 Beeyng a 
benefice sette to sale it [the high-priesthood] was fined for 
euery yere to the princes. 1776 Apam Situ WW. N. 1. x. 
(2869) I. 130 Such adulterine guilds .. were. . obliged to fine 
annually to the king for permission to exercise their usurped 
privileges. 1813 Scorr Rokeby 11. xxx, Nobles and knights 
-. Must fine for freedom and estate. 1818 Hatram J7/zd. 
Ages II. viii. 1. 117 In England, women, and even men, 
simply as.tenants in chief, and not as wards, fined to the 
crown for leave to marry whom they would. 1876 S. DowELt 
Taxes in Eng. I. iv. 33 In the fifth year of King Stephen, 
the Londoners fined in C marks of silver, that they might 
have sheriffs of their own choosing. 

8. trans. To punish by a fine; to mulct. Hence 
simply, to punish (0ds.). With the penalty or amount 
expressed as a second object, or introduced by zz. 

1559 Fasyan Chvou. (1811) 615 Of the whiche prysoners 
some were after fyned, and some punysshed by longe im- 
prysonment. 1603 SuHaxs. Meas. for M, ut. i. 115 If it 
were damnable, he being so wise, Why would he for the 
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momentarie tricke Be perdurablie fin’de? 1662 STILLINGFL. 
Orig. Sacr. t. i. § 11 He was.. fined five talents. 1679 
Burnet “7st. Ref. 1. 1. 166 He was .. fined in 400 Pound. 
1692 Locke Consid. Money 12 To Fine Men one Third of 
their Estates..seems very hard. 1722 Sewer Hist. Quakers 
(1795) I. 11. 153 They were fined for not taking off their hats. 
1794 S. Wittiams Vermont 294 Others have been fined in 
large sums, 1827 Hattam Const. Hist. (1876) III. xiii. g It 
was against law to fine a jury for giving a verdict contrary 
to the court’s direction. 1874 Green Short Hist. iv. § 5. 
198 The King was strong enough to fine and imprison the 
Earls. dod. The magistrate fined him forty shillings, 

Hence Fined ///. a., in fined-down (sense 5) ; 
Fining vd/. sb., the action of the verb, an instance 
of this ; also fzzng-down, in quot. attrib. 

1599 MassinceEr, etc. Old Law tv. ii, Your smiles deserve 
a fining. 1660 Fisner Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 125 
Fineing, banishing .. and such like. 1880 Dazly Tel. 31 
Dec, 3/5 Many of the tenants have paid large sums for 
fined-down leases. /ézd., The fining-down system, by which 
reductions of rent were bought out by lump sums, 

Fine (foin), v.8 Also 4-6 fyne(n. [f. Finua.] 
To make or become fine, 

L. trans. To make fine or pure ; to purify from 
extraneous or impure matter; to clarify, refine. 
Also ¢0 fine down. Obs. exc. with reference to beer. 
+ Zo fine chaff: to drive it off in the process of 
cleansing the wheat. 

1340 Ayend. 106 Ase deb pet uer [pet] clenzeb and finep bet 
gold. ¢1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 11. xxix, 
Also sone as the wyne is fyned & clered thenne it stondeth 
styll. 1487 Act 4 Hen. VII, c.2 Preamb., To fine and part 
all Gold and Silver. 1320 Wuitinton Vxg. (1527) 15 ‘This 
rynlet of malvesy is not fyned. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal, 
Dec. 125 As the chaffe should in the fan be fynd. 1613 
J. Rovenzon Vveat, Metallica D iij, The Sowe-Iron may 
be fined at one time. 1686 Pror Stagfordsh. 338 They have 
a knack of fineing it [ale] in three days time to that degree, 
that [etc.], 176x FRANKLIN in J. Adams Ws, (1850) II. 82 
note, The porter ..is.. fined down with ising-glass. 1797 
Downine Dis. Horned Cattle 22 That will help to fine and 
thin the blood. 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusem. 103 To 
‘fine down’ Spirits. 1859 Sata Gas-light § D. vi. 71 Has 
it been adulterated, ‘fined’, doctored. 

Jig. 1340 Hamrote Px. Consc. 2634 For in heven may na 
saul be sene, Unto it be fyned and clensed clene. 1628 Coxe 
On Litt. 97a, The Law of England. .hath beene fined and 
refined by an infinite number of graue and learned men. 
1663 Biair Azfobiog. ii. (1848) 49 The Lord is pleased by 
trials to fine the faith of his servants. 1871 Browninc P7. 
Hohenst. 1324 Fined and thrice refined I’ the crucible of life. 

2. intr. To grow or become fine or clear; to 


clarify. /¢. and fig. Also, Zo fine down. 

1552 Hutoert, Fine, reste, or settle, as wine dothe or other 
licoure, stdo. 1664 Evetyn Pomona Gen, Adyt. (1729) 89 It 
will work so long, that when it fines, the Cider will be hard. 
1719 Lree-thinker No. 134 ® 6 The perpetual violent 
Motions..hinder his Mind from fining. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. 
Waters 1. 46 Water .. which .. appears muddy and foul, 
will fine .. upon standing. 1822 Imison Sc. § Avé II. 159 
The liquor is now suffered to stand for some time to fine (or 
become transparent). 1859 Hucues Scouring of White 
Horse iv. 62 (The ale] hadn’t had quite time to fine down. 

+3. trans. To make beautiful, handsome, or 
elegant. Also, 70 fine wp: to furbish up, smarten, 


Obs. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 1696 For it so wel was enlumyned With 
colour reed, as wel fyned, As nature couthe it make faire. 
1567 Trial Treas. in Hazl. Dodsley III. 263 Though the 
style be barbarous, not fined with eloquence. 1627-77 
FettHam esolves 1, xxviii. 48 He does fine up his homely 
house. 1655 GuRNALL Chr. in Ariz. xii. (1669) 47 To bestow 
a great deal of cost in fining upan old Suit. 1664 J. WILson 
Cheats 1. iv, He does not fine up himself, as he was wont. 


+4. To improve in quality. Ods. 

1683 PENN in R. Burton Eng. Emp. Amer. vii. (1685) 111 
Whether it be best to fall to Fining the Fruits of the Country 
..or send for foreign Stems or Sets already good. 1712 
Mortimer usd, II, v. 23 It fines the Grass, but makes it 
short, tho’ thick, 4 

5. To make small, thin, or slender. 

a. To break into fine or small particles. Ods, 


exc. Zech. 

1548 UDALL, etc. Zrasm. Par. Luke Pref. 9b, They fyne 
and beate to powder... not receiptes of theyr owne, but of 
Christes, 1725 Brapiey Fam. Dict. s.v. Ploughing of 
Land, If the Land mounts full of Clots. .you must fine it by 
harrowing it when Rain comes. 1880 Lomas Alkali Trade 
i. 9 The large pieces must first be .. fined by the small tods 
used for road metal. 

b. To make keen or subtle. 

1839 BaiLtey /estus xxix. (1848) 337 Senses fined And 

pointed brilliantwise. 

ce. To fine away, down: to make gradually 
finer; to thin off, whittle away or down (either a 
material or an immaterial thing). 

180x Strutr Sforts § Past. Introd. § 33. 39 The author.. 
endeavours to fine away the objections of its opponents. 
1826 Granby II. iii. 34 You fine down her good qualities so 
dexterously. 1844 Mrs. Brownine Child Asleep viii, To 
fine down this childish beauty To the thing it must be made, 
1866 FerriER Grk. Philos. I. v. 34 So imperceptibly are they 
{the changes] fined away into each other. 1868 Hetrs 
Realmah xvi. (1876) 449 Fining down his original statement. 
1872 BrowniNnec /7/ine iii, The human beauty..Tricot fines 
down if fat. 1887 Fenn Of to Wilds xxix, The sharp stake 
formed by fining down a good-sized tree. 

6. intr. a. To become comminuted. dal. 

1868 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss., Fine, to become fine and 
powdery, in consequence of having been slaked. 

b. To become attenuated or delicate. 

1889 Exe. Idlust. Mag. Dec. 255 The wind fined into light, 

delicate curls of shadow upon the sea. 





FINE-DRAWN. 


c. To fine away, down, off: to become gradually 
fine, thin, or less coarse; to dwindle away to the 
vanishing-point. 

1858 BusuHNet Sev72. New Life 416 The low superstitions, 
the coarse and sensual habit .. have gradually fined away. 
1876 R. I’. Burton Gorilla L. 1. 124 Fining imperceptibly 
away till lost in the convexity of the waters. 188 Daz/y 
Tel. 5 July 2/2 Fining away with delicate keenness at the 
forefoot. 1884 Sz, Yames’s Gaz. 29 May 6/t Beauchamp.. 
had fined down very much since the ‘T'wo Thousand. 

7. Of the weather: To clear. rare, 

1888 Scott. Leader 12 July 7 [Sailor says] The weather 
fined a bit. 

8. trans. To bring into good condition. 

1835 Sir G. StepHen Adv. Search Horse ii. 27 ‘He was 
brought out half an hour before, Sir, with legs like millstones 
.. They trotted him up and down .. just to fine his legs,’ 

Hence Fined ///. a.; Fitning Af/. a. 

_ 1483 Cath. Angi. 131/1 Fynde, defecatus, meratus. 1588 
in Strype Zcc?. Mem. III. App. xliv. 123 Not with pure and 
most fined gold. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’'s Bk. Physicke 
‘To Rdr. x Euerye fined and perpolite witte. 16r3 Cuarman 
Masque Inns of Court Wks, III. 113 O blow away, Al 
vapours from the fined ayre. @1661 Futter Worthics 1. 
(1662) 245 Fined Silver in Wedges. 1839 BaiLtey /estus 
(1854) 469 How mind will act with. .senses fined .. we know 
not. 1888 Daily News 4 Apr. 3/1 A gradually fining river. 

Fine, dial. form of Finn, 

Fineable, var. form of FINABLE. 

Fine art. [Ovig. in f/. as transl. of F. beanx- 
arts; cf, Fine a, III.) 

1. In plural, the arts which are concerned with 
‘the beautiful’, or which appeal to the faculty of 
taste ; in the widest use including poetry, eloquence, 
music, etc., but often applied in a more restricted 
sense to the arts of design, as painting, sculpture, 
and architecture. Hence in sz7g. one of these arts ; 
also ¢ransf, an art or employment requiring refined 
and subtle skill comparable to that required in the 


practice of ‘ the fine arts’. 

1767 [see Art sé, 11]. 1821 Craic Lect, Drawing i. 4 Our 
advancement in the fine arts. 1839 De Quincey Wks. (1864) 
IV. x (¢/t/e) On Murder, considered as one of the Fine Arts. 
1856 Emerson Eng. 7vaits, Aristocracy Wks. (Bohn) Ilv 
85 Often they have been the friends and patrons... of the 
fine arts. 1884 GLADSTONE Sf. iz Parl. 28 Apr., At that 
period the art of obstruction was not so much of a fine art 
as itisnow. 1890 Watson Conf. Poacher v. 58 Poaching 
is one of the fine arts... and the man who would succeed 
must be a specialist. 

2. collect. sing. In generalized sense: The fine arts 
as constituting a department of practice or study. 
Also attrib. (often hyphened /ize-ar?). 

Mod. I have no pretension to any knowledge of fine art. 
The column headed ‘ Fine-Art Gossip’ in the A thengunz. 
The fine-art galleries of the museum are not yet opened. 

Fine-draw, v. [f. Finea. and adv, + Draw z. 
The stress is equal or variable.] 

1. trans. To draw or sew together (two edges of 
a rent, two pieces of tapestry, etc.) so finely that the 
join is not noticed; to mend (a garment) neatly. 

[1713 (Implied in /ize-drawer: see below).] 1755 in JoHN- 
son. 1756 RottDict. Trade s.v., It is now prohibited to 
fine-draw pieces of foreign manufacture upon those made 
in Great Britain. @ 1774 Gotpsm. tr. Scarron’s Comic Rom. 
(1775) I. 83 Had not a bungling taylor advised him to get 
his hat fine-drawn. 1833 Marryat P. Siniple (L.), It was 
in my best pair of kerseymeres, but, thanks to the skilful 
little seamstress, I got them finedrawn. 1852 James Pe- 
guinillo III. 196 Did you ever buy a coat without looking 
through it to see that it wasn’t fine-drawn ? : 

2. To draw out to minute fineness, tenuity, or 


subtlety. Z¢, and fig. Somewhat rare. 

1761 Cuurcuitt Rosczad Poems 1763 I. 57 Let wits, like 
spiders, from the tortured brain Fine-draw the critic-web. 
1845 Mrs. S.C, Hatt Whitedoy iv. 35 The rude but genuine 
hospitality was being fine-drawn in every direction. ‘ 

b. ctr. (nonce-use.) To execute elaborate varia- 
tions. 

1859 G. Merepitu 2. Feverel II. iv. 44 'To gentlemen and 
ladies he fine-draws upon the viol, ravishingly. — 

Hence Fine-drawing v0/. sd., the action of the 
vb., also conc. (see quot. 1888). Also Fine- 
drawer, one who fine-draws. 

1713 Phil. Trans, XXVIII. 225 If you tare a piece of 
Muslin into two Pieces, and give it to one of their Fine- 
Drawers to set it together again, 1735 Dycure & Parpon 


| Dict., Fine Drawing,a..Way of mending Rents in Cloaths, 


a particular Part of the Taylor's Art, and commonly a 
distinct Employment. 1871 G. Merepitu 1. Richmond lv. 
(1889) 524 Toss common-sense overboard, there’s no end to 
your fine-drawings. 1883 Almondbury Gloss., Kinedrawer. 
1888 ExLwortuy W7. Somerset Word-bk., Fine-drawing, 
the name of one of the sorts of long or combing wool, sorted 
out of the fleece. 


Fine-draw'n, #//. a. 
drawn, pa. pple. of DRaw. 
When used avid, it may have chief stress on first syll.] 
Drawn ‘fine; drawn out to extreme thinness, 
tenuity or subtlety. “¢. and fg. Also in Racing 
and Athletics: Reduced in weight or fat by exercise. 

and ‘ training’. ‘ 
1840 Brains Encycl. Rural Sports 1. vi. § 1699. 484 He 
may go through a very long and severe run, and yet return 
comparatively but little finer drawn than when he went. out, 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (edi 3) 387 Many men 
are ‘overtrained’, i.e., too fine-drawn from absorption of fat- 
1876 T. S. Ecan tr. Heine’s Atta Troll, etc. 249 The fine- 
drawn aristocrats, 1884 R. Marryat in 19th Cent, May 840 


[f. Fine a. and adv. + 


FINEER. 


Struggling against that fine-drawn network of circumstance. 
1887 H. Smart Cleverly Won ii.14 She was in training, and 
rather fine drawn to boot. 1887 LoweLL Democr, 23 Fine- 
drawn analyses of the Rights of Man, 1888 ELwortuy W, 
Somerset Word-bk., That story is too fine-drawn—z. e. 
grossly exaggerated. 


+ Finee‘r, v.! Ods. Also 8 finnier. [early 
form of VENEER.] = VENEER. /2¢. and fig. Hence 


Finee'red ff/. a.; Fitneering v0/. sd. 

1708 New View of London I. 98/2 The Communion Table 
is neatly Finnierd. 1716 Prot. Mercury 18 May 6 Chests 
of Drawers .. of the Newest Fashion and best Fineer’d 
Workin Walnut-Tree. 1778 R. Tickett Wreath of Fashion 
98 See Palmerston fineer his Bout’s Rhimeés, 1780 Descr. 
Tunbridge Wells 11 The yew especially is of late become 
very fashionable, and the goods fineered with it are certainly 
excessively pretty. 178 HayLtrey 772. Temper uu. 144 Our 
young lord.. Fineer’d the mean interior of his mind. 1832 
Get Powpeiana Il. 74 This sort of fineering with rare 


marbles, 
+ Fineer, v.2 Obs. rare—'. [app. ad. Du. find- 


eren, fijneren to collect money or riches (Oudem.), 
ad. OF. finer; cf. Finz v.] (See quot.) 

1758-65 GotpsM. £ss., Biog. Ment., The second method of 
running into debt is called fizeerzug 3 which is getting goods 
made up in such a fashion as to be unfit for every other 
purchaser; and if the tradesman refuses to give them upon 
credit, then threaten to leave them upon his hands. /ézd., 
The young man..could face, fineer and bring custom to a 
shop with any man in England. 

Fine gentleman. a. A gentleman of 
polished manners and refined tastes. b. A gentle- 
man of fashion, one who is distinguished for ele- 
gance and correct style in dress and habits of life ; 
now usually in sarcastic use. 

1732 BerxeLey Adciphr.1. § 11 Men of pleasure, men of 
fashion, and fine gentlemen. 1848 Macautay fist. Eng. I. 
368 The fine gentleman’s ornaments, his embroidered coat, 
his fringed gloves. 1879 Froupr Czsar ix. 90 Fine gentle- 
men could once more lounge in their clubs. 

Hence Fine-ge’ntlemanish a., foppish. 

1865 Spectator 29 Apr. 471/t Some highly affected and 
fine-gentlemanish verbosity which we have not met before. 

Fineish (foinif), z. Also 6-9 finish, 7 fynish. 
[f. Fine a. + -1sH.] ‘ta. Affecting refinement, 
fastidious (ods.). b. Somewhat fine, in various 
senses of that word. 

1583 SranyHurst nezs, efc. (Arb) 145 Tyndarus.. 
Would needs bee finish, with bitter frumperye taunting. 
a 1639 W. WuatELy Prototypes 1. xxx. (1640) 103 An idle, 
coy, finish maide is so much the more disdained of wise 
persons. 1647 Warp Simp. Cobley 86, I have here and there 
taken a few finish stitches. 1650 B. Discollineinium 48 My 
habit is somwhat fynish as other Gentlemen are. 1832 Miss 
Mitrorp Village Ser. v. (1863) 344 A fineish girl. 1867 
CartyLe Remin. (1881) II. 165 He was the leanest of man- 
kind..face and head fineish..and of a Jew type rather. 

Fine la‘dy. A lady of quality or refinement ; 
a lady of fashion. Often applied sarcastically to 
a woman who dresses showily, imitates the manners 
of a class above her own, or is devoted to display 
and disdains useful work. Also attrib. (hyphened 

fine-lady). 

1801 Mar. Encewortu Belinda (1832) 11. xxi. 82 The poor 
gardener, who had been cheated by some fine ladies out of 
his aloe. 1862 Mrs, CArtyte Ze/?¢. III. 145, I had got a 
little girl... in place of my fine-lady housemaid. 1893 Miss 
K. Simpson Yeanze o Biggersdale 115 Romany lasses could 
not expect to lead fine-lady lives. 

Hence Fine-la‘dically adv., after the manner of 
a ‘fine lady’; Fine-la'dyish a., like or proper to 
a ‘fine lady’, finical; Fine-la‘'dyism, the dis- 
position and behaviour of a ‘fine lady’, also concr. 
a fad or crotchet of a ‘fine lady’; Fine-lady-like 
a. = Line-ladyish. 

1777 Map. D’Arsiay Early Diary (1889) II. 189 Rather 
than appear finical and fine-ladyish, I got out, 1784 R. 
Bacr Barham Downs 11. 40 Assuming a certain degree of 
fine-lady-like effrontery. 1811 Byron Let. to Hodgson 13 
Oct. Wks. (1846) 549/r, Lam growing. .fine-ladically xervous, 
1834 Zazt’s Mag. 1. 596/1 The upstart affectation of her 
fine-ladyism was fulsome. 1866 Gro. Exior 7. /odt¢ (1868) 
64 ‘One sort of fine-ladyism is as good as another’, said 
Felix, 1867 H. Kincstey Silcote of Silcotes xlviii, A little 
too fine-ladyish, 

Fineless (foinlés), a. vare. [f. Fine 50.1 + 
-LESS.] Boundless, infinite, unlimited. 

1604 SuHaks. O¢h. 111. iii. 173 But Riches finelesse is as 
poore as Winter, To him that euer feares he shall be poore. 
1839 Batty Festus xix. (1848) 214 All fineless as the future. 
1878 Browninc La Saisiaz 45 That which dropped the dew 
its fineless food. 

Finely (foinli), adv. Forms: 4 fin(e)-, fyn- 
liche, 5-6 fyn(e)ly(e, 4, 6- finely. [f. Fine a. 

+-LY 2.] Ina fine manner (see senses of the adj.). 

+1. In a consummate degree; perfectly, com- 
pletely. Ods. 

¢1320 Cast. Love 1132 Hou fynliche in herte God loueb pe, 
1340-70 A lisaundery 1201 Fende mee finliche well to fonde 
my strength, 1655 CuLrerrer KR iverius vu. i.152' The Tumor 
vanished, and she was finely cured. 

2. With consummate skill, with beautiful work- 
manship or admirable finish. In mod. use merged 
in 6. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 6563 (Fairf.) Hit ys of gold finely di3t. 
14.. J'undale's Vis, 1656 Of red gold fynly ennamelyd. 
_ Turpery. 7rag. 7, (1837) 169 And finely finisht up the 
ship. 
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3. In a state of fine division; to a fine point or 
edge; so as to be subtle or delicate in structure ; 
delicately, minutely. 

c1gso Litoyp 7yveas. Health (1585) T viij, Make them into 
pouder fynelye. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. i. 4 The leaves are 
much more jagged .. finelier cut. 1606 PeacHam Drawing 
iv. ro Get you black lead, sharpened finelie, 1718 Lapy 
M. W. Montacu Let. Cless. Mar. 4 Jan., Napkins .. as 
finely wrought as the finest handkerchiefs. 1816 L. Hunr 
Rimini ut. 16 The other finelier spun. 1847 JoHNSTON in 
Proc. Berw. Nat. Club Wl. No. v. 222 The skin is very finely 
striolate. 1863 LyELt Amtig. AZax 46 Finely laminated sand. 
Jig. 1693 DrypEen Orig. of Sat. Prose Wks. 1800 III. 212 
Here is the Majesty of the heroick finely mixed with the 
venom of the other. 1885 Bookseller 5 Mar. 240/2 ‘The dis- 
tinction in these mixed races seems very finely drawn. 

4. With respect to action, speech, etc.: With 
delicacy and nicety ; delicately, subtly, nicely. 

1548 Hatt Chyon. 18 He would that poinct should be.. 
more fynely and closely handled. 1608 Vorksh, Trag. 1. ii, 
Chide me? Do’t finely then. 1710 Hearne Collect. I1. 369 
In y: City of Rome they spoke more finely .. than in Pro- 
vinces. 1712 Appison Sect. No. 345 P 21 The new Passion 
that was awakened in him [Adam] at the sight of her [Eve] 
is touch’d very finely. 1851 Mrs. BrowninG Casa Guidi 
Windows 2 Who..touched the heart of us So finely that the 
pity scarcely pained. 1867 F. Francis Angling iii. (1880) 
79 The angler is compelled to fish as finely as possible. 1883 
Kendal Mercury & Times 23 Nov. 5/1 An elevating or 
finely humanising tendency. 

+5. Cleverly, cunningly, shrewdly. Ods. 

1542 Uva. Lrasim. Apoph. u. (1877) 326 The argument 
of his frendes he did moste finely wrest to the contrarie of 
their menyng. 1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 154 Whereas 
he himself by Hannibal was first finely handled and deceived. 
a1639 Wotron Essex & Dk. Buckhm., Wee rate this one 
secret as it was finely carried at 4ooo/, in present money. 


6. In a manner fitted to call forth admiration ; 


admirably, beautifully, excellently, splendidly. 

1690 W. WakER Jdiomat. Anglo-Lat. 330 Thou hast plaid 
thy part finely, 1789 tr. Duhamel’s Hush. u. i. (1762) 128 
The crop came up finely. 1807 G. CHALMERS Caledonia I. 
1. iv. 135 Lockhart-hall. .is finely situated on the right bank 
of the Clyde. 1850 Lyncu 7eo. Trin. 81 Greenish tints, 
finely contrasting with its [the moon’s] own soft white, 

b. zronically. 

1579 Futke Heskins’ Parl, 222 He scoffeth finely at our 
spirituall sifting of the sacrament so fine. 1598 SHAKS. 
Merry W.v. iil. 22 Wee’ll betray him finely. 1691 Souru 
Serum. Nat. & Meas. of Conscience ii, J doubt not but you 
will find that kingdom .. finely governed in a short time. 
1778 Map. D’ArsLtay Diary Sept., When we are away, I 
suppose she pays us off finely. 1883 Stevenson 7veas. /s/. 
1. iv, My heart was beating finely when we two set forth. 

e. dial. Used predicatively as quasi-adj.; Very 
well in health. 

1818 Topp Yohnson s.v. Finely 7 In Cumberland a man 
in good health being asked how he is, answers ‘he is finely’. 
1840 SpurDENS /. Azglian Wds., ‘How is your wife, John, 
after her groaning?’ ‘Finely, sir, thank’ee.’ 1878 in 
Cumberld. Gloss. 

7. With respect to dress: Showily, handsomely. 

1665 Boye Occas. Ref. (1845) 354 Many of them as finely 
and as richly dress’d, as if [etc.]. 

8. Comb. With pples. forming adjs., as /iely- 
arched, -bred, -chequered, -pinnated, -situated, 
-tempered, -timed, -varied, -veined, -wrought. 

1876 Gro. Exior Dan, Der. III. xxxv. 35 Each “*finely- 
arched chapel. 18.. Tristram in Queen's Printers’ Bible- 
Aids 54 A swift or *finely-bred camel. 1728-46 THomson 
Spring 776 The *finely-checkered duck. 1870 KinGsLry in 
Gd. Words 239 *Finely-pinnated mimosa leaves. 1875 W. 
MclItwraitu Guide Wigtownshire 94 The. .*finely-situated 
.. Endcliffe House. 1869 Bouter, Avms §& Ari. vil. 120 
Their *finely-tempered blades. 1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) 
ILI. 558 His was a *finely-timed speech. 1876 Gro. Evior 
Dan. Der, IV. li. 23 Her voice. .in its *finely-varied tones. 
1763 Cottinson in Phil. Trans. LIV. 65 Four *finely-veined 
transparent wings. 1873 Hamerron /zted/. Life i. iii. 
(1876) 91 The *finely-wrought texture of the verse. 

Fineness (foinjnés). [f. FINE a. + -NESS.] 
The quality or state of being fine. 

1. Choice or superior quality. 

c1400 Test, Love u. (1560) 2901/1 Margarite .. sheweth in 
it selfe by fineness of colour, whether [etc.]. 1523 FiTzHEers. 
Surv. 3 The fynenesse of the grasse. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. 
xii. 515 For finenesse of her turfe surpassing. 1847 Tenny- 
son Princ. 1. 133 Some men’s [heads] were sniall; not they 
the least of men; For often fineness compensated size. 

+b. concr. Articles of good quality. Ods. 

1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 40 Such other like costly 
furniture and fineness. 

2. Freedom from foreign admixture, purity. 

a, in metals : usually in the sense of comparative 
freedom from alloy. 

1487 Act 4 Hen. VII, c. 2 Pream., It causeth Money .. to 
be made worse in Fineness than it should be. 1555 EDEN 
Decades 38 Of lyke finenes to that wherof the florenes are 
coyned. 1638 PENKETHMAN Artach. K iv, The finenesse of 
their Coine, which did farre exceed ours. 1704 Royal Proc. 
18 June in Loud. Gaz. No. 4029/1 The Currency of all Pieces 
.. Shall .. stand Regulated, according to their Weight and 
Fineness. 1855 Macautay /ist, Eng. IV. 640 ‘The money 
of the kingdom should be recoined according to the old 
standard. .of fineness. 

b. Of a liquid: Clearness. 

ers Howe rt Londinop. 13 The finenesse of the River. 
1664 EvELYN Pomona Gen. Advt. (1729) 87 Broach the Vessel 
--and see what Fineness it is of. 

3. Fine or striking appearance, handsomeness, 
Of dress : Showiness, splendour. 

_ 1553 Even Treat. Newe /nd. (Arb.) 14 The chiefe cytie.. 
is in situacion and fynenes much lyke vnto the cytie of 








FINERY. 


Milayne. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety v. 87 The fineness of 
Cloaths destroys the ease. @1704 T. Brown Praise Wealth 
Wks. 1730 I. 84 The fineness of his address. 1719 Lonpon 
& Wise Compl. Gard. p. xxv, In the beauty and fineness of 
the Trees. 1749 Fiecpinc Tom Yones xvi. vy, He greatly 
admired the focten of the dresses. 1841 L. Hunr Seer 
ut. (1864) 76 He wrote to the Prince of Orange upon the 
fineness of his troops. : 

A. Slenderness, tenuity, thinness. 
edge: Keenness, sharpness. 

1533 Evyor Cast. Helthe \.(1540)17/1 By fourme is vnder- 
stand grossenesse, fynenesse, thicknesse or thynnesse. 
1657 J. Smitu Adyst. Rhet. 69 Litotes, Avt67Hs..smalness or 
finenesse, derived from Actos (détos .. small or fine). 1703 
Moxon Afech. Exerc. 193 A Screw, whose Thread shall be 
of the same fineness that the Screw and the Shank is of. 
1825 J. NicnoLtson Oferat. Mechanic 352 ‘The wire is .. 
then in the proper state for being reduced to the utmost 
degree of fineness it is capable of sustaining. 1837 LANpor 
Pentameron Wks. 1846 II, 312 As little as a silkworm knows 
about the fineness of her thread. 

5. The quality of being composed of fine particles, 
filaments, threads, or material in general: the 


opposite of coarseness. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert 7yvav, 182 Taffataes of transparent 
finenesse. 1770 Cuesterr. MZisc. Wks. 11. \xix. 538 Irish 
linen .. much about the same fineness and price of the last. 
1846 McCuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) 1. 505 Without 
injuring the fineness of the fleece. 1860 Ruskin JZod. 
Paint. V. 1x. vii. 268 Fineness of structure in the body .. 
renders it capable of the most delicate sensation. 1879 
Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1X. 158 The degree of fineness to 
which this grinding is carried varies. 

6. Of immaterial things, e.g. of thought and 
speech: Subtly-refined quality, delicacy, subtlety. 

1606 SHaks. 77. §& C71. iii. 209 Those that with the 
finenesse of their soules, By Reason guide his execution. 
1607 R. C. World of Wonders To the Reader A iv, The 
finenesse, fitnesse, and featnesse of the phrase. 1654 JER. 
Taytor Real Pres. 205 It were a finenesse of Spirit to be 
able to believe the two parts of a contradiction. 1689-90 
Tempe Ess. Learning Wks. 1731 I. 167 That Language 
[the French] has much more Fineness and Smoothness at this 
Time. 1718 Prior /i’As, Pref., The Softness of Her Sex, and 
the Fineness of Her Genius, conspire to give Her a very dis- 
tinguishing Character. 1780 Map. D’ArsLay Diary Apr., He 
.-played with a fineness that resembled the man we looked 
at at Piozzi’s benefit. 1856 Masson Z£ss, x. 452 Those 
peculiar finenesses and flights of intellectual activity which 
are native to verse. 1878 E. Jenkins Haverholme 98 The 
delicate fineness and fragrance of her flattery. 

b. Anice or subtle point or matter; a subtlety. 

1622 Maspetr. Aleman’s Guzman d’AYf i. ii. 17 Thinking 
that .. there was no need of these finenesses and niceties 
betweene them. @1716 Soutu Serm. Extemp. Prayers 
(1737) IL. iy. 130 In matters of wit, and finenesses of imagin- 
ation, 

7. Subtlety, astuteness, cunning; a stratagem, 
artifice. Cf. FINESSE 3, 4. Now rare. 

1546 St. Papers Hen. VIII, X1.374 He said that the fyne- 
nesse of the Frenchemen was suche, that they wold gyvea 
thowsande to wynne a myllion. 1581 T. Howeti Dewzses | 
(2879) 233 Your curious hed may finenesse frame. 1658 
CLEVELAND Rustick Rampant (1687) 469 By this Fineness 
they are gained to quit the Gates. 1663 Mlagellum; or 
O. Cromwell (1672) 55 For his party had tryed all ways to 
over-reach the Presbyterean with fineness and Artifice. 
1685 H. More Cursory Refl. Ata, Against all the Fine- 
nesses of Rome. 1872 Tennyson Gareth & Lynette, And 
so fill up the gap where force might fail With skill and 


fineness, 

Finer ! (feinor). [f Fine v.3 + -zrl.] One 
who or that which fines or refines, a refiner. 

1489 Act 4 Hen. VII, c.2 Pream., Fynours and parters 
of golde and silver by fire and water. 1577 B. Goocre 
Heresbach’s Hush. (1586) 1. 110 The finers rather desier the 
coles that are made of the pine tree. 1647 Hawarp Crow 
Rev. 23 Chiefe Finer [in the Mint]: Fee, 1o/. os, od. 1815 
Specif~, of Hushet'’s Putent No. 3944 Finers’ iron, or metal 
of a quality fit for the purposes of the puddling furnace. 
1858 BusHNneLt Serv. New Life 280 Is it a finer’s fire? 

Finer? (foinoz). dal. [f. Finn v.2+-rrl] 

1891 Labour Commission Gloss., Finer, the one who 
ae ; aname given to the inspector by Lancashire factory 

ands. 

Finery ! (foineri). [f. Fine @a.+-ry; perh. 
on the analogy of BRAVERY.] 

1, +a. ‘Fine’ appearance; beauty or elegance 
viewed disparagingly (0ds.)._ b. Smartness, stylish- 
ness, affected or ostentatious elegance or splendour 
(now rare). 

1729 Law Serious C. iv. 57 They want .. to maintain their 
families in some such figure and degree of finery as a reason- 
able Christian life has no occasion for. 1741 WatTs /#prov. 
Mind 1. xv. § 4. 214 Don’t chuse your constant Place of 
Study by the Finery of the Prospects. 174: MippLeTon 
Let. fr. Rome Postscr. 244 To gaze at the finery of these 
paintings. 1792 Wotcorr (P. Pindar) AZore Money Wks. 
1812 11. 496 Never wish to keep a thing for finery. 1847 
James Convict iii, There was a looking for comfort rather 
than finery. 1865 MerivaLte Rom, Emp. VIII. Ixvi. 250 
They represent. .a certain fantastic finery of manners. 

2. concr. Gaudy or showy decoration; showy 
dress, Also in p/. 

1680 Miss A. MontacueE in Hatton Corr. cy) 240, I doe 
not heare of much finnery, and what I shall have will not 
deserve that name. 1726 AMHERST Terre Fil. v.25 Sciences 
and arts have declin’d in Oxford, in proportion as their 
fineries have increased. 1751 JouNson Ramébler No. 170 
P4 My sisters envied my new finery. 1805 N. Nicuotts 
Let. in Corr, w. Gray (1843) 53 When Mr. Walpole added 
the gallery, with its gilding and glass, he said, ‘he had 
degenerated into finery’. 1849 Rusxin Sev. Lamps i. § 7. 
16, I would not have that useless expense in unnoticed 


Of a point or 


FINERY. 


fineries or formalities. 1858 HawrHorne FY. §& Jt. Yrnds. 1. 
1g2 Children rendered stiff .. by the finery which they 
wear. 

+3. p/. Instances of fine or delicate workmanship. 

1713 DeruAm Phys, Theol. vit. iv. 407 The minute Curio- 
sities and inimitable Fineries, observable in those lesser 
Animals. 

Finery ? (foinéri). Also 7-8 finary. [a. Fr. 

nerie, f. finer to refine, FINE v.2 ; see -ERY.] 

1. A hearth where cast iron is made malleable, 
or in which steel is made from pig-iron. 

1607 CoweL Jiterpr. s.v. Blomary, One of the forges 
belonging to an iron mill... called a Finary. 1613 J. Ro- 
VENZON J veatise of Metallica C4 The furnaces may be 
made with conuenient places therein for the Finery and 
Chaffery. 1697 View Penal Laws 255 Any Iron-Mill Fur- 
nace, Finary or Blomary for the making of iron or metal. 
1831 J. Hottanp Afanuf. Metal I. 80 One man and a boy 
at the finery should make two tons of iron ina week. 1864 
Percy /rox § Steed 579 Before the introduction of [puddling] 
the conversion was always effected in a finery. 

2. The action of refining iron. vare. 

1839 UrE Dict. Arts 699 The finery .. 
peculiar furnaces called running-out fires. 

3. Comb., as finery-cinder (see quot. 1826); 


finery-furnace (see quot. 1874) ; finery-hearth 
= finery furnace. 

1788 Priesttey in Phil. Trans. LX XVIII. 154 Also when 
the scale of iron, or *finery cinder, is heated. 18x10 HENRY 
Elem. Chem, (1840) II. 21 Iron thus treated [with water 
when red-hot], .may be crumbled down into a black powder, 
to which the name of jinery cinder was given by Dr. 
Priestley. 1791 Beppores in Phzl. Trans. LXXXI. 173 
The reverberatory has been substituted in the place of the 
*finery furnace. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 847/2 Finery- 
Jurnace, a species of forge-hearth in which gray cast-iron 
is smelted by fuel and blast, and from which it is run into 
iron troughs for sudden congelation. 1693 Lister in PA7v. 
Trans. XVII. 866 Bars .. taken up out of the *Finnery 
Harth, or second Forage, are much better Iron than those 
which are made in the Bloomary. 

Fine-spu:n, 2. [f. Five adv. + Spun Z£/. a.] 

1. Spun or drawn out to extreme tenuity ; delicate 
in texture, flimsy. 

1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Selv. Ep. Ded., When men had 
wrought up all the Woman within them that was feeble and 
glowing, into a fine-spun thread. 1704 F. Futter Med. 
Gym, (1718) 20 The Solids are so fine-spun, 1798 SorHEBY 
tr. Wieland’s Oberon (1826) II. 152 Fine-spun as if aérial 
spiders wove a web to deck, not hide the form of love. 1856 
R. A. Vaucuan Mystics (1860) I. 33 The fine-spun, gay- 
coloured ribbons of allegory. 

2. fig. Elaborated to flimsiness, excessively subtle 
or refined. 

1647 Sir R, Fansuaw tr. Guarino's Pastor Fido u. vi. 13 
That Mistresse in the art of making The fine-spun lyes, that 
sels so deer False words, false hopes and a false leer, 1719 
W. Woop Surv. Trade 161, I am an Enemy to the fine-spun 
Notions, some Men do .. advance concerning them, 1842 
Emerson WVat., Tvanscendentalist Wks. (Bohn) II. 280 The 
materialist .. mocks at fine-spun theories. 

Finesse (fine's), sd. Forms: 6 fynes(se, 7-8 
fines(s, 6— finesse. [a. F. finesse = Pr. and Sp. 

Jineza, Cat. finesa, It. finesza :—Com. Rom. *finitia, 
f, fino FINE a. (Many of the early examples may 
belong to Fineness; cf. the spellings playnes, 
prophaness for plainness, profaneness.) | 

+1, =Fiveness in various senses ; purity, degree 
of purity (of precious metals); clearness (of a 
liquid) ; slenderness, delicacy of structure or texture. 

1528 Paynet Salerne’s Regim. Hb, Wyne made hotte, by 
reason of the clerenes and fynes, ouer cometh a mans brayne 
the soner. 1549 Latimer ist Ser. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 35 
The fynes of the Silver can not se. 1562 Turner Herbal 1. 
59 b, Tamarisk hath much finesse in the partes. 1605 Bacon 
Adv. Learning 1. iv. § 5. 20 Copwebs of learning, admirable 
for the finesse of thread and worke. 1609 Skene Reg. Maz., 
Stat, David IT,44 That it be equivalent, & conforme to the 
current money of England in wecht & fines. 1665 PAié. 
Trans. I. 66 Sand and Powders of several finesses. 1700-1 
Act 12-13 Will. ITT, c. 4 § 3 Silver Vessell Plate .. less in 
finess then according to the Standard of this Kingdom. 

+b. Ostentatious elegance or splendour. Ods. 

1549 Otpe Lrasm, Par. Eph. Prol. ij, Therefore where vn- 
necessary fynesse wanteth, accept true meanyng playnesse. 
1589 PuTrenHAM Eng. Poesze 111. xxiii. (Arb.) 273 Too much 
finesse and curiositie is not commendable in an Embassadour 
..1 haue knowen..such of them, as studied more vpon what 
apparell they should weare. .then they did vpon th’ effect of 
their errant. j 

2. Delicacy or subtlety of manipulation or dis- 
crimination ; refinement, refined grace. 

Now rare, and only as a foreign word. 

1564 A. B. tr. Jewel's Afol. Lv, The old fynesse and elo- 
quence that Cicero and Cesar vsed .. in the Latin tonge. 
1580 Frampron Dial. Yron §& Steele 148 b, I doe not speake 
of the finesse and delicatenesse that there is in sodering of 
it. 1704 F. Futter Med. Gymmn, Pref., The Perfection of 
an Operation shall depend upon a certain Finesse. 1727-41 
Cuamsers Cycl., Finesse..among us, it is chiefly used to 
denote that peculiar delicacy or subtlety perceived in works 
of the mind .. This man understands all the zvesses of his 
art, The substance and necessary part of a language is 
learnt at a little expence: It is the /7esses and delicacies 
that cost the most. 1750 Cuesterr, Ze/t. III. ccxxiv. 15 To 
understand all the force and finesse of those three languages. 
1782 Cowrer 7 ab/e-t. 652 His musical finesse was such. 1791 
Map. D’Arstay Diary 2 Aug., Her smile, which was rare, 
had a finesse very engaging. 41821 Hazvitr /ad/e-t. I. iv. 
90 Tact, finesse, is nothing but the being completely aware 
of the feeling belonging to certain situations, passions, etc. 
1878 Masgue Poets 31 Where the gold festal goblets stand 
Carved by Lysippus’ rare finesse, 


is executed in 
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8. Artfulness, cunning, subtle strategy. 

1530 in Ellis Orzg, Lett. Ser. m. I. 298, I knaw ellis the 
fynes of the man and nayn mayr dowbyll in our realm. 
1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. v. (1739) 12 Nor could 
Austin with his miracles or finesse settle one footstep of his 
Church-policy amongst them. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 
174 ?4 Nor shall I speak dishonourably of some little artifice 
and finesse used upon these occasions. 1798 JANE AUSTEN 
Northang. Abb, (1833) I. v. 2t She was not experienced in 
the finesse of love. 1869 Raw inson Anc. Hist. 202 He was 
a master of finesse, 

4. An artifice, stratagem, trick. 

1562 J. SHute Canbine’s Turk. Wars 4 When the Turcke 
dyd understande this fynesse of Scanderbeg, 1615 DANIEL 
Hymen's Tri. (1717) 111 Full of their Finesses, Serve their 
own Turns in others Businesses. 1756 Afonitor No. 27 P 12 
The project .. is..as delicate a Finesse in politicks as has 
been played for many a year. 1790 Beatson Wav. § AZ72. 
Mem, 281 By way of finesse, she saluted the Admiral. 
1839 Times 6 Apr. in Spirit ATetrop. Conserv. Press (1840) 
I. 196 Though cordially sensible to the merits of a bold 
finesse. 

b. In whist : (see quot.). 

1862 ‘Cavenpisn’ hist (x870) 28 A finesse is an endeavour, 
by the second or third player, to obtain or keep the com- 
mand of a suit by heading a trick with an inferior card, 
though holding a higher one of the suit not in sequence. 

Finesse (fines), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. intr, To use finesse, artifice, or stratagem. 

1778 Conquerors 6x ‘The flights finesse. 1803 Ladin. Rev. 
II. 103 But our author can hector as well as finesse. 1867 
Miss Brappon Aur. Floyd i. 15 She diplomatized and 
finessed with them as if she had been canvassing the county. 

b. trans. To conduct by artifice; to bring or 
modify by finesse or delicate handling 27/0 (a speci- 
fied state). Also with away. 

1814 JANE AusTEN Watsons Concl. (1879) 290 Till such time 
as Reginald de Courcy could be talked, flattered and finessed 
into an affection. 185x Ruskin Stones Ven. I. xiv. § 16 
A battlement .. may be decorated .. or finessed away into 
traceries. 1885 L. Wincrietp B. Phrlfot II. iii. 75 The Bill 
had been finessed through the first stage. © 

2. a. Whist. intr. To attempt to take a trick by 
finesse; also ¢vans. To play (a particular card) 
for the purpose of finessing. 

1746 Hoyie Whist (ed. 6) 4 He finesses upon your Partner. 
Ibid. 40 Your Adversary finesses the Knave. 1752 A. Murruy 
Gray's-Inn Frul. No. 7 ® 4, I can now return my Partner's 
Suit, lead through the Honour, Finesse [etc.]. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw,. xxxv, Mr. Pickwick had not .. finessed the heart. 
1885 Proctor /V/ist vii. 86 You may finesse more deeply in 
trumps than in plain suits. 

b. Croquet. intr. To play one’s ball out of the 
adversary’s way. 

1875 J. D, Heatu Croguet Player 65 Blue’s best game 
would be to finesse to the corner near him. 

Hence Fine'ssed #//. a.; Fine'ssing vi/. sb. 
Also Fine'sser, a schemer, strategist. 

1746 Hoyte HWAizst (ed. 6) 68 Minessiug, means the en- 
deavouring to gain an Advantage by Art and Skill. 1774 
Gotpsm. RetaZ, 106 If they were not his own by finessing 
and trick. 1835 Miss Sepewick Lizzwoods (1873) I. 212 Con- 
triving..like an expert finesser. 1851 Ruskin Stones Ven, I. 
xxi. § 11 Educated imbecility and finessed foolishness. 186 
Macm. Mag. Dec. 134 Finessing is scarcely ever admissible 
in quadrille, the number of cards being too limited. 

Fine-still, sé. [f. Five a. + Sinn 5d.] A 
vessel used in distilling spirit from treacle. 

1731-3 P. SHaw Chem. Lect. xii. (1755) 247 Coarse-Stills 
and Fine-Stills. i 

Hence Fine-still v., to distil spirit from treacle 
or the like; Fine-stiller, one who fine-stills; 
Fine-stilling wd/. sd. 

1731-3 P. Suaw Chem. Lect. xii. (1755) 248 There needs no 
particular Experiment to shew the business of the Fine- 
Stiller; this being no more than working .. from a Wash 
made by fermenting ‘Treacle with Yeast. 1847 Craic, /ixe- 
stiller. Fine-stilling.. is employed in distilling spirit from 
treacle, or other preparations .. of sugar. 

+Finew, 50. Ods. exc. dial. Forms: 6 fe- 
nowe, 7-8 finnow, finew, 8 vinew, vinnow, 
9 dal. vinny. [f. FrInew v.] Mouldiness, mould. 

1856 WitHats Dict, N ij a/t Fenow or horenesse in bread, 
mucor, -coris. 1658 Evretyn Fr. Gard. (1675) 230 En- 
damaging the beans bya musty finnow, which bespots them. 
1669 BoyLe Contn. New Exp, 1. (1868) 68 The fruits were 
covered with a kind of mucor or Finew. a@x722 LisLe 
Observ. Hush. (1757) Gloss., Vinnow, mouldiness, 

+ Finew, v. Obs. exc. d7al. Forms: 6-7 fenow, 
finnew, vinew, 8 finnow, 9 a@a/. vinny. [OE. 

#, s 2 
Synezian, f. fynig mouldy (see FInNy a.?), f. fyne: 
see Frn 5b.2] a. zntr. To become mouldy or 
musty. b. ¢vans. To cause to become mouldy. 


Also fig. 

c1000 Canons Atlfric § 36 Pet pet halize husel sceole 
fynezian. 1881 Pettis Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 30 
Secretes which he suffered to mould and vinew within it. 
1633 Lennarp tr. Charron’s Wisd. 1. xxxi. § 1 (1670) 88 
With time it [sadness] rusteth and fenoweth the soul. a1722 
Liste Observ. Hush. (2757) 206 Whereby the undermost 
corn .. finnows [7avg. gloss molds], 

Hence Firnewing wd/. sd. 

1852 Hutoet, Vinewing, or molinge of breade or wyne for 
stalenes, 7z1cor. 1609 C. Butter em, Mon. (1634) 174 It 
(syrup of violets] may be kept a year without finnewing or 


. corruption. 


Fine-weather, a. Fit or suitable only for 


fine weather. 

1829 Marryat /. Mildmay iii, A... frigate ran on board 
of us ., and left her fine-weather-jib hanging on our fore- 
yard. J 
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+ Fivnewed, a. Ods. exc. dal. Forms: a. 6-7 
fenoed, fen(n)owed, finnowed, 7 finewed. 8. 
6-9 vin(n)ewed, (6 ven-, vinued, 7 whinid, 
vinnowed), 9 vinned, -ied. [f. FinEw sd. or 
v. + -ED.] Mouldy. 

a. 1574 HeLtLowes Gueuara’s Fant, Ep. (1577) 94 Bread 
long kept groweth finnowed. 1669 BoyLe Contn, New Exp. 
11. (1682) 42 The paste was finewed or mouldy. 

B. 1552 Hutoret, Vynued, mucidus. Vynewed wyne. 
1606 SHaks. 77. § Cv. u. i, 15 Speake then you whinid’st 
leauen speake. 1880 IV. Cornw. Gloss. s. v., Blue-ripe cheese 
is called vinnied cheese. 

b. jig. 

a, 1571 Mirr. Mag., Ld. Hastings xxviii, A Souldiers 
hands must oft be dyed with goare, Least, starke with rest, 
they finewd wax and hoare. 1619 Favour Antig. T7i- 
umphing xiii. § 10. 334 The foisty and fenowed Festival, 
1655 EK. Terry Voy, #. Jud. 117 Who instead of the two 
Breasts of the Church, the Law and the Gospel, are fed with 
mouldy and finnowed Traditions. 

B. 1602 F, Beaumont in Speght Chaucer, That many of 
his words are become (as it were) vinewed & hoarie with 
ouerlong lying. 

Hence + Fitnewedness. 

1580 Barer Adv. H 460 Hoarnesse, or vinewednesse, 

+ Finewy, @. Os. Also finnowy, vinnowy. 
[f. Finew sd. + -y!.] Mouldy. Hence Finewiness. 

a1722 Liste Observ. Husb. (1757) 54 The moldiness and 
finnowyness of the grass. /dzd, 82 The seed-beans were 
finnowy. J/éid, Gloss., Hinnowy, vinnowy, vinnewed, vin- 
ney, mouldy. 8 = 4, 

|| Fingan, finjan (fingan, -dza'n). Also 7 
fin-ion, 9 fingian. [Arab. .jls*? fijan, in 
Egypt fizgan.] A small porcelain coffee-cup, used 
in the Levant. 

1609 W. Binputrn in T. Lavender 7rav. Englishmen 66 
A Fin-ion or Scudella of Coffa. 1836 Lane Mod. Egyptians 
I, 168 The coffee-cup (which is called /izga’n) is small. .and, 
being without a handle, is placed within another cup, of 
silver or brass. 1842 Lapy H. Strannore Jew, (1845) I. iii, 
81 The pipe, coffee and a finjan of orange-flower water, 

Fingent (findzént), a. rare—*. [ad. L. fingent- 
em, pr. pple. of fixgére to fashion, form.] Given to 
fashioning or moulding. 

1837 CartyLe /». Rev. (1857) I. 1. 1. it. 7 Man is the most 
fingent, plastic of creatures. 

Finger (finger), sd. Forms: 1 finger, 3 
fenger, fingre, finker, 3-4 south. ving(e)re, 3,7 
finguer, 4-5 fyngir, -yr, fin-, fyngur, fingere, 
fyngre, 4-6 fynger, 6 fin-, fyngar, 3— finger. 
[Com. Teutonic. OE. and OFris.. finger, OS. 
Jingar (Du. vinger), OHG. fingar (MUG, vinger, 
Ger. finger), ON. jingr (Sw., Da. figer), Goth. 
Jiggrs :—OTeut. *fingro-z. 

The pre-Teut. antecedent is uncertain; of various forms 
that are phonologically possible the most likely, on the 
ground of meaning, is *fengrds, related to *penge Five.) 

I. 1. One of the five terminal members of the 
hand; in a restricted sense, one of the four exclud- 
ing the thumb, In this latter sense, the fingers are 
commonly numbered first to fourth, starting from 
that next the thumb. Also, forefinger, index- 
Jinger, the first ; mzddle finger (+ fool’s finger), the 
second; ring-finger (annular, *t leech-, + medical, 
+ physic-finger), the third ; “ttle finger (ear-finger), 
the fourth. 

cgso Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xxiii. 4 Mid fynger. .hiora nallas 
da [byrdenna hefiza] ymbcerre. c10g0 Byrhtferth's Hand- 
doc in Anglia VIII. 326 Pat pu cume to bees lestan fingres 
negle. cx1175 Lamb, Hom. 13 Pas .x. bebode be godalmihti 
seolf idihte and awrat mid is ajene fingres. c1z90 S. Lng. 
Leg. 1. 309/320 Peos fif fingres pe deuel hath. 1362 Lanai. 
P. Pl. Av. 11 Hir Fyue Fyngres weore frettet with Rynges. 
1400 Lasfranc’s Cirurg.158 Bitwene pe litil fyngir and be 
leche fiyngir. 14.. Camb, MS. Ff. v. 48 lf. 82 (Cath. Angl. 
131/2) The fifte fynger is the thowmbe. 1526 Pilg. Perx/. 
W. de W. 1531) 34 b, Caused. .a meruaylous swete sauour to 
respyre and smell aboute his fyngers. 1549 Bk. Com. Prayer, 
Matrimony, Vo put it vpon the fowerth finger of the womans 
left hande, x16rx Cotcr., Le doigt sale, the middle finger, 
which we (after the Latines) call the fooles finger. 1621 
Motte Camerar. Liv, Libr. v. ii. 321 His fourth finger 
called the Ring-finger or Physicke-finger. 1653 URQUHART 
Rabelais 1, viii, Upon the medical finger of the same hand, 
he had aring. 1707 Frover Physic. Pulse-Watch 229 They 
lay their four Fingers along the Artery. 1794 CowrER Le?. 
5 Jan., My pen slips out of my fingers. 1804 Med. Frni. 
XII. 24 Contractions. .so small as only to admit the passage 
of the little finger, 1819 SHELLEY Cenci m1. i, 83 Those 
pallid hands whose fingers twine With one another. 186 
Hurme tr. Moguin-Tandon1.ii. 4 The fingers are 5 in number 
in each hand: they are named thumb, index, middle, ring, 
and little finger. oye: 

b. Little finger: used to signify the smallest 


member of the body. 

161r Biste 2 Chron, x. 10 My litle [1382 Wyctir, lest] 
finger shall be thicker then my father’s loynes. 1670 Ray 
Eng. Prov.175 He hath more in’s little finger, then thou in 
thy whole body, 1736 Ramsay Scot. Prov. xiv. 34 He has 
mair wit in his little finger than ye have in a’ your bouk. 

2. transf. and jig. ; 

1612 Bacon Ess., Fudicature (Arb.) 458 An ancient Clearke 
..is an excellent finger of a Court, and doth many times 
point the way to the Iudge himselfe. a166x Futter Worthies 
(1840) IIT. 216 The least finger thereof [body of lies] finding 
credit could prove heavy enough to crush any innocence 
with posterity. 1827 PoLtox Course T. vit. 327 Touched by 
the mortal finger of decay. 1814 Worpsw. Ecurs. vi. 19 
Spires whose solemn finger points to Heaven. 1862 B. Taytor 
Poet’s Frni, wi, 112 The fingers of the rain In light staccatos 
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on the window played. 1891 B. Harte First Family of 
Tasajara 11. i.27 On whose mute brown lips Nature seemed 
to have laid the finger of silence. 

b. Viewed as ‘the instrument of work’ (J.) ; 
esp. (after Heb. use) as attributed to God. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter viii. 4 Ic zesie heofenas werc fingra 
Binra. a 1340 Hampote Psal¢er viii. 4, I sall see bi heuens 
werkes of bifyngirs. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's Husb. (1586) 
1. 5 b, All things handled with honest and vertuous fyngers 
prosper the better. 1585 App. Sanpys Sev. (1841) 288 
He cast out devils by the finger of God. 1611 Biste Ex. 
viii. 19 The Magicians said vnto Pharaoh; This is the finger 
of God. 1645 WaLtEeR Efist. Vandike 18 Foole, that forget’st 
her stubborne looke This softnesse from thy finger tooke. 
1727 De For Syst. Magic i. iii. (1840) 77 What they did by 
there sorcery..was not done by the finger of God. 


3. Phrases: a. + Zo bring up on the finger: = 
‘to bring up (young animals) by hand’ ; see Hann. 
+ To have most fingers; to be in the greatest need. 
To lay or put a finger upon (a person): to ‘touch’, 
meddle with however slightly. Zo /ay or put one’s 
jinger upon: to indicate with precision. Zo look 
through the or one’s fingers (at, upon) : to take no 
heed, pretend not to see; also, to see indistinctly. 
To put (+ set) one’s finger in one’s eye: see EYE 
sb,2¢. With one’s finger in one’s mouth: (a) 
helplessly inactive ; (6) with nothing accomplished, 
‘looking foolish’. + Zo speak at one’s fingers of: 
to speak off-hand about. Zo stir a finger: to 
make the least effort. Zo ¢urn or twist (a persoi) 
round one’s (little) finger: to make subservient to 


one’s will or caprice. 

1549 Latimer 4th Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) ros If the 
kynge .. shoulde loke through his fingers, and wynke at it. 
1550 CovERDALE S#7r, Perle xx. 193 As thoughe God must 
.-loke thorowe the fingers vpon the wicked world. a 1568 
— Bk. Death mi. v. (1579) 263 Many..which.. haue set 
finger in the eye, knocked vpon there breastes [etc.]. 1579 
Gosson Sch. A duse (Arb.) 24 To shew you that. .which I see 
inacloude, loking through my fingers. 1607 TorsELL Four. 
Beasts Pref., He was an unskilful Divine..which could not 
at his fingers speak of these things. 1617 MarkHAm Cavad, 
11. 109 Those that neuer suck their dams, but. .are.. brought 
vp vpon the finger. 1649 Cromwett Left. 14 Nov., To 
stand with our fingers in our mouths. 1677 YARRANTON 
Eng. Improv. 171 It is we poor Men that have most Fingers. 
1854 H. Mitter Sch. & Schr. (1858) 338, I.. would not stir 
a finger in assertion of..alleged rights. 1855 MotLey Dutch 
Rep, v. iii. (1866) 698 Margaret .. had already turned that 
functionary round her finger. 1865 R. S, Hawker Prose 
Wks, (1893) 41 He wished he’d..never laid a finger on him 
to save his life. 1874 in Spectator (1891) 28 Mar. 443 He 
returned to Ireland with his finger in his mouth. 1889 
Repent. P. Wentworth 111. 236 Any definite complaint on 
which a physician could have put his finger. 1894 DoyLe 
5. Holmes 120 You lay your finger upon the one point which 
we [etc.]. 

b. with reference to the capacity or condition of 
the fingers. + Zo have a fine finger: to be apt at 
‘fingering’ bribes. + Zo have fingers made of lime- 
twigs: to be thievish. AZy fingers ztch; [am eager 
orimpatient. + Zach finger is a thumb ; his fingers 
are all thumbs: he is extremely clumsy. [7th 
a wet finger; with the utmost ease. 

1542 Upatt A pophth. To Rdr.,Whereby..toany good matter 
in the booke conteined, readie waie and recourse maie with 
a weate finger easily be found out. 1546 J. Heywoop Pov. 
(7562) Giij b, Whan he should get ought, eche fynger is a 
thumbe. 1549 Latimer 5th Serm. bef. Edw. VI(Arb.) 15% 
Brybes wyl make you peruert iustice. Why youwil say. We 
touchenone. Nomary. But my Mystres your wyfe hatha 
fyne fynger she toucheth it for you. 1573 G. Harvey Letter- 
bk. (Camden) 10 Ani question which I culd not shew with a 
wet finger out of sum excellent .. writer. 1596 HArINGTON 
Metam, Ajax (1814) 65 A certain gentleman that had his 
fingers made of lime-twigs, stole a pice of plate. 1600 
Hotianp Livy xxxvit. xli. (1609) toog They had lesse store 
of pillage and bootie with them to set their.. fingers on 
itching. 1754 Foote Azghts 1. Wks. 1799 I. 69 If Dame 
Winifred were here she’d make them all out with a wet 
finger. 1796 NELson in Nicolas D7sf, II. 280, I thought it 
most proper not to take him (although my fingers itched for 
it). 1861 Hucues Yom Brown at Oxf. vii, 1t makes one’s 
fingers itch to think of it. 

¢. with reference to ‘taking part in’, ‘ interfer- 
ence’ or ‘meddling’. Zo burn one’s fingers: see 
Burn v.14, 1465 so ¢o put one’s finger in the fire, 
tin a hole. To put or dip one’s finger(s in: to 
meddle in (a matter). Zo have a finger in: to 
have something to do with; to take some part in 
(a business) ; so /o have a finger in the pie. 

1546 J. Hevwoop Pvov., (1562) F iv, It were a foly for mee 
.. to put my finger to far in the fyre, Betweene you. /did. 
Hij b, To make me put my fynger in a hole. x1g91 Lam- 
BARDE A rcheion (1635) 83 Whatsoever other Commissioners 
. will dip their owne fingers in the Suits. 1600 Ar, Appor 
Exp. Fonah 416 The High Priest had a finger both in the 
Trumpet and the Fast, 1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron 
Age 75 Lusatia.. must needs, forsooth, have her Finger 
in the Pye. 1672 R. Witp Declar, Lib. Consc, 10 None .. 
durst begin, for fear they should burn their Fingers. 1828 
Scott /. J/, Perth vii, You will needs put your fingers in 
the fire. 186x W.S. Perry Hist. Ch, Hug. I. vi. 258 The 
King .. had a finger .. in all the disputes in Europe. 1886 
Miss TytLer Buried Diamonds xii, Susie. .liked to have a 
finger in every pie. 

d. with reference to grasping or holding, Zz 
one’s fingers: in one’s grasp or power. To Jet (a 
thing or person) slip through one's fingers: to let 
go one’s hold of (7, and fig.). + Out of (a person’s) 
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Jingers out of his clutches, + Zo hang long be- 
twixt the fingers; to be long in hand, 

1623 Bincuam Xenophon 139 Let vs be gone out of their 
fingers. c1645 Howe t Le/z. (1655) I. v. 216, I am one of 
them, who value not a curtesie that hangs long betwixt the 
fingers. 

e. (For phrases referring to the ‘fingers’ ends’, 
see FINGER-END.) AZ one’s finger(s’) tips =‘at one’s 
finger-ends’. 

ere Harper's Mag. Nov. 864/1 The best learning that the 
world affords, my Bert has at his fingers’ tips. _ : 

4, +a. One of the divisions of the foot in reptiles. 
b. One of the articulations of a bat’s wing. 

1607 TorseLL Serpents (1653) 738 The fingers of their 
({Lizards’] feet were very small, being five in number. /dzd. 
(1608) 794 They [Tortoises] have four legs. .every foot having 
five fingers or divisions. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 360 On each 
Foot he [the Chameleon] hath five Fingers. 1883 G. ALLEN 
in Know. 22 June 368/r Between these fingers, and from 
them to the hind legs, stretches the membrane by means of 
which the bat flies. y 

ce. ‘One of the two parts forming a chelate 
or forceps-joint, especially the smaller part, which 

hinges on the other’ (Cent. Dict.). 

5. As a measure. a. The breadth of a finger. 


Also as a definite measure =? inch. 

¢ 1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxi. 97 Nere a fote lang and y. 
fyngers on brede. 1561 Even Arte Nazéig. 1. xviii. 19 Foure 
graines of barlye make a fynger: foure fingers a hande: 
foure handes a foote. 1607 TorseL our-f Beasts 19 Their 
tayle is about three fingers long. 1719 Lonnon & WisrE 
Compl. Gard, 167 You must lay a Finger thick of Moss upon 
those Shelves. c18s0 Arad, Vis. (Rtldg.) 236 The lady.. 
had on a rose-coloured girdle at least four fingers in width. 
18.. Hari Mexican Law 79 (Cent. Dict.) A finger, in Mexi- 
can law, is the sixteenth part of a foot. 

+b. Astron. =Diert. Obs. 

1561 EpEN Arte Nazi. u. viii. 35 The Astronomers deuide 
into .xii. equall partes, as well the Diameter of the Sunne as 
of the Moone. And these partes they call fyngers, punctes 
or prickes. * 

e. U.S. slang. A‘nip’ of liquor. [So F. dozgt.] 

1888 Newport Fru. 25 Feb. (Farmer), ‘ Which is correct, 
spoonfuls or spoons-ful ?’..‘In Denyer..we say fingers.’ 

d. In U.S., the length of a finger (about 4% 
inches), 

6. That part of a glove which is made to receive 

a finger, 
»1865 Cooper Thesaurus, Digitalia, thinges couering the 
fingars.. fingers of gloues. 1655 Mra. Worcester Cent. [xv. 
§ 89 White Silk knotted in the fingers of a Pair of white 
Gloves. 1884 Chester Gloss., Finger-stall, a covering. .made 
by cutting off the finger of an old glove. 

b. dal. in pl. The foxglove. 

1888 Ecwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., Fingers, Foxglove. 

7. Skill in fingering (a musical instrument); touch. 

1741 RicnArpson Pamela (1824) I. cii. 499 Miss L—— .. 
has an admirable finger upon the harpsichord. 1751 R. 
Pattock P. Witkins (1884) I. xxiv. 245 Softness and easiness 
of finger. 1850 Mrs. F. Trotiore Petticoat Govt. 78 Her 
brilliant finger on the piano-forte, 

II. Something which resembles a finger. 

8. A finger-like projection ; esp. such a part either 
of the fruit, foliage, or root of a plant. 

1702 J. Petiver in PAil. Trans, XXIII. 1264 Having its 
Spikes or Fingers shorter. 1864 Browninc Jas. Lee's Wife 
mi. ii, Our fig tree..has furled Her five fingers. 1888 
Encycl. Brit. (ed. 9) X XIX. 662/2 Some of these [varieties 
of Turmeric] consist .. of the somewhat cylindrical lateral. 
tubers, which are distinguished in trade as ‘fingers’. 1894 
J. E. Humpnurey in Pop. Sct. Monthly XLV. 497 A hand 
may contain from a dozen to twenty fruits or ‘ fingers’. 

b. ‘A cartilaginous slender appendage some- 
times observable in fishes between the pectoral 
and ventral fins’ (Crabb 1823). 

9. a. A short and narrow piece of any material. 
b. Short for fger-biscuzt (see 14b). 

1846 FrANcATELLI Mod. Cook 397 Fingers, or Naples bis- 
cuits. 1865 Athenwum No. 1989. 803/2 Elderberry wine and 
fingers of toast. 

10. Something which performs the office of a 
finger: the ‘ hand’ of aclock (now dza/.); in ALech., 
any small projecting rod, wire, or piece which is 
brought into contact with an object in order to 
initiate, direct, or arrest motion, or to separate or 


divide materials. 

1496 in Acc. Ld. High Treas. Scot. 1. 292 Item. .for lokkis, 
fyngeris, and boltis to the bombartis. 1784 Cowrrr 7ash 
1v. 118 Fancy, like the finger of a clock, Runs the great 
circuit. 1855 Mrs. Marsu //ezress of Haughton Il. iv, One 
cannot discern the finger moving on the dial plate. 1878 
A. Bartow Weaving 214 In Webster’s loom a temporary 
race is formed by means of‘ fingers’, inserted and withdrawn 
at proper times, and two shuttles may be thrown separately or 
simultaneously. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch §-Clochmz. (1892) 
204 A small gold finger, projecting far enough to reach the 
edge of the smaller roller. 

Ll. Printing. a. One of the grippers which hold 
the paper in a printing-machine. b. (See quot.) 

1869 S. T. Davenrort in xg. Mech, 31 Dec. 377/2 Filling 
in the separate colours [in coloured printing]..by small 
inking-rubbers, known as thumbs and fingers, 

12. In a reaping machine: (see quots.). 

1860 Gard. Chron. 14 July 658/3 The fingers [of the reaping 
machine] .. having sharp points, flat vertical sides. 187 
Daily News 13 Aug., By the addition of what are galled 
‘fingers’, the ‘reaper’ will cut corn, however much it may 
be laid. 1878 Ure Dict. Arts IV. 18 The knife. .consisted 
of a serrated blade, at first straight, but afterwards waved, 
and passing through pointed sheaths now called ‘ fingers’, 
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18. With various defining words prefixed, es/. in 
popular names of plants, as bloody (man’s) finger, 
dead man’s (men’s) finger(s, devil’s, dog-, fatry-, 
Jox-, king's, lady's, lords and ladies , purple fingers : 
see the different words. 

IIL. attrid. and Comd. 

14. General relations. a. simple attrib., as /imger- 
jillip, -game, -joint, -ring, -tip, -work; b. simi- 
lative, chiefly in the sense of resembling a finger in 
shape, as /iger-biscuit, -miuffin, prayer-book, 
-shell; finger-like, -shaped adjs.; e. objective, as 
Jinger-licking, -pointing ; finger-squeezing adj. 

1846 FRANCATELLI Mod. Cook 397 The *finger biscuits must 
be immediately placed on a baking sheet, and put in the oven. 
1884 Yates Recol/. II. vi, On the other side of the news- 
paper came a “*finger-fillip. 1871 Tytor Prim. Cult. 1. 68 
‘The ancient Egyptians. .used to play at some kind of *finger- 
game. 1838 Dickens Wich. Wick. iv, Cracked his *finger- 
joints as if he were snapping all the bones in his hands. 
1860 G. H. K. Vac. Tour 139 There is no patting .. on his 
part, or cringing and *finger-licking on that of colly. 17 
Wiruerine £772. Plants (1796) 111. 735 Outer scales of the 
calyx with *finger-like divisions. 1860 TyNDALL Glac, I. ii. 
20 lhe lower glacier, cleft .. into finger-like ridges. x 
CuarLes WHITEHEAD Richard Savage (1845) II. ix. 294 
There was my devilish mother in a side-box, gay and gig- 
gling, *finger-pointing [etc.]. 1860 Emerson Cond. Life, 
Power 44 Their instincts are a finger-pointing of Provi- 
dence. 1889 (¢z¢Ze), The *Finger Prayer Book. 1535 Cover- 
DALE Esther viii. 2 The kynge put of his *fynger rynge .. 
..& gaue it vnto Mardocheus. 1879 MAc.LrEar Ce/¢s il. 13 
Costly finger-rings. 1857 Woop Cov. Obj. Sea-shore vi. 116 
Alcyonium digitatum, or the *Finger-shaped Alcyonium, 
1770 JENNER Placid Maz II. 92 For one cold, bleak, *finger- 
squeezing night. 1842 Tennyson Launcelot §& Q. Guin., 
As she sway’d The rein with dainty *finger-tips. 1883 E. 
Penneti-Evmuirst Cream Letcestersh. 314 There was a bite 
at one’s fingertips. 1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers III. x. 354 
A..rich pall of silk..the *finger-work of some queen. 


15. Special comb. : as finger-alphabet, an alpha- 
bet consisting of certain dispositions of the fingers 
as ameans of communication between the deaf and 
dumb; adeaf and dumb alphabet; finger-bar, the 
bar which carries the fingers of a reaping machine 
(sense 12); finger-board, (@) ‘the flat or slightly 
rounded piece of wood attached to the neck of in- 
struments of the violin and guitar class, on to which 
the strings are pressed when stopped by the fingers’ 
(Stainer & Barrett); (0) a key-board, manual; 
finger-bow] = /inger-glass; finger-breadth (also 
jinger’s-breadth) the width of a finger used as a 
measure ; finger-brush (see quot.); finger-cold a. 
dial., cold enough to benumb the fingers ; finger- 
coral, a millepore (A/Vepora alcicornis) ; finger- 
counting, calculation by means of the fingers ; 
finger-cymbals (see quot.) ; finger-director, ‘a 
metallic cylinder tapering towards the extremity, and 
open in front; used in the rectangular operation 
of lithotomy’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884) ; finger-fed a. 
Sc., ‘delicately brought up, pampered’ (Jam.) ; 
finger-fern, the name of a kind of Spleenwort (45- 
plenium Ceterach); finger-fish, the star-fish; cf. 
Jive fingers; finger-flower, the fox-glove (Digz/als 
purpurea); finger-glass, a glass vessel to hold 
water, for rinsing the fingers after dessert ; finger- 
grass, grass of the genus Digitaria (N.O. Gra- 
miner); Red finger-grass, Digitaria sanguinalts ; 
finger-grip (see quot.) ; finger-guard, the quillons 
of a sword, recurved towards the pommel as a pro- 
tection to the fingers; finger-hole, one of a series of 
holes in a wind-instrument, which are opened and 
closed by the fingers in playing; finger-language, 
language expressed upon the fingers by means of 
the finger-alphabet ; finger-length, the length of 
a finger used as a measure ; | finger-loping (see 
quot.) ; finger-mark, the mark left upon a surface 
where the finger has touched it; finger-mark v., 
trans. to mark with a (dirty) finger (also in quasi- 
passive sense); hence /iger-marked ppl. adj.; 
finger-mirror, a dentist’s mouth-mirror fitted with 
a clasp or attachment to the finger; finger-nut 
(cf. jinger-screw); finger-orchis (see quot.) ; 
finger-parted a, Bot. divided into lobes more 
or less resembling the fingers of the hand; finger- 
passage M/us., a passage suited to the study and 
practice of fingering ; finger-piece, a piece actu- 
ated by the finger; finger-plate, a plate of metal 
or porcelain fixed on either side of a door aboye 
and below the handle to prevent finger-marks; 
+ finger-plum, a kind of plum; finger-print= 
Jinger-mark, also fig.; finger-puff (//az7-dressing), 
‘a long and slender puff, often made by rolling the 
hair over a finger’ (Cenz¢. Dect.) ; finger-reading, a 
method of reading, practised by the blind, by passing 
the fingers over raised letters; finger-root = /inger- 
flower ; fingers-and-thumbs, a popular name for 
Lotus corniculatus; fingers-and-toes (a) = prec. ; 
(6) = AnBuRY 2 (also finger-and-toe) ; finger-screw, 
one made with wings so that it may be turned by the 
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fingers; a thumb-screw; >} finger-shade, the action 
of concealing the mouth with the fingers; finger- 
shield (see quot.) ; finger-smith s/ang, (a) a 
midwife; (4) a pickpocket ; finger-snap, a snap of 
the fingers; whence finger-snapping; finger- 
speech =/finger-language; finger-sponge,asponge 
with finger-shaped lobes or branches; finger-steel 
(see quot.) ; finger-stocks (see quot.); finger-talk 
= Jinger-language ; so finger-talking; finger- 
tray, }+finger-watch (see quots.). Also Fryemr- 
END, -POST, -STALL, -STONE. 

1751 SMOLLETT Per, Pic. (779) III. Ixxxiii. 285 She asked, 
by the help of the *finger-alphabet, 1865 TyLor Zarly Hist. 
Man, ii, 17 To spell out sentences with the finger-alphabet. 
1893 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. Dec. 710 The “finger-bar was 
necessarily carried higher. @ 1672 Woop Life (O. H.S.) I. 
257 The *finger-board of the violin. 1879 Strainer Afusic of 
Bible 15 In the guitar the finger-board forms a back or strip 
of wood behind the strings for their whole length. 1864 
Worcester, *Finger-bowl. 1884 Harper's Mag. July 309/t 
Guests .. unused to finger-bowls, 1594 BLuNpDEvIL Aver. 
mi. 1. vi. (ed. 7) 382 Foure barley kernels couched close 
together side by side .. are said to make a “finger breadth. 
1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 179 Spain was indeed 
within her fingers breadth of destruction. 1721-1800 
Battery, Fingers-breadth, a Measure of two Barley Corn’s 
Length, or 4 laid side to side. 1817 CorertpcEe Biog. Lit. 
205 It does not desire a single finger-breadth more than 
what is necessary. 1885 Crane Bookbinding x. 87 The 
**finger-brush’.. is .. about the size of a shaving-brush, of 
stiff hairs cut square at the ends. The brush, being dipped 
in the colour, is drawn across the fingers, so as to jerk the 
colour off in spots. 1862 THorEAu Excursions (1863) 302 It 
is *finger-cold. 1887 Kent Gloss., ‘’T was downright finger- 
cold first thing this marning.’ 1884 Gow Grk. Math. § 8 
That .. more complicated system of *fingercounting. 1888 
Sramver & Barrett Dict, Mus. Terns 126 Small cymbals 
are sometimes attached to the fingers and are hence called 
*finger-cymbals. 1578 Lyte Dodoens in. Ixvii. 408 This 
herbe [Ceterach] is called in English..*Finger ferne. 162 
Burton Anat. Mel. (1624) 300 For the spleene, maiden-haire, 
fingerfearne. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1, 228 Star Fish or 
*Finger Fish. 1629 Parkinson Paradisus xcvii. 383 Some 
..doe call them [foxgloves] *Finger-flowers, because they 
are like ynto the fingers of a gloue, the ends cut off. 1831 
Brewster Oftics vii. 71 Blue glass, like that generally used 
for *finger glasses. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 848/1 *Fin- 
ger-grip, a tool for recovering rods or tools dropped into a 
bored shaft. 1883 Grestey Gloss. Coal Mining, Finger 
Grif, a tool used in boring for gripping the upper ends of 
the rods. 1879 Starner J7usic of Bible 96 Four of its tubes 
have small lateral *finger-holes. 1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. 
i. 52 The *finger-language of the deaf and dumb. 1857 Mrs. 
Cartytr Left, 11. 329 The baby is about three “finger- 
lengths long. 1644 Butwer Chizvox. 110 The wagging and 
impertinent extension of the Fingers in speaking. . Cresollius 
condemnes this *Finger-loping gesture as very uncomely. 
1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge ii, Dirty *finger-marks upon his 
face. 1889 Daily News 10 Dec. 7/9 Brilliant, lasting polish. 
Will not finger mark. 1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1V. 334/2 
*Finger-mirror. 1598 GrERARDE Herbal 1. ciii. § 2. 170 
Roiall Satyrion or *finger Orchis, is called of the Latines 
Palma Christi, 1829 Loupon Excycl. Plants 17 Lower 
leaves [of Veronica triphyllos] entire: middle *finger-parted. 
Ibid, 1099/1 Finger-parted, divided into lobes having a 
fanciful resemblance to the five fingers of a human hand. 
1883 Parry in Grove Dict. Mus. III. 584 The familiar out- 
lines. .of the principal harmonies afford the most favourable 
opportunities for..*finger-passages, 1881 GREENER G77 201 
This gun is loaded by turning the *finger-piece, which lies 
in the fore-part of the stock, round to the top of the barrel. 
1851 Ord. §& Regul. R. Engineers § 19. 91 Brass Sashes are 
not to be allowed; nor *Finger Plates, except for one or 
two rooms in a House. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 
298/2 Finger plates for doors. 1577 B. Goocr Hevesbach’s 
Husb, 1. 96 The *fynger Plomes..being of the length of a 
mans fynger. 1884 J. Parker in Chr. World15 May 360/4 
The word ‘dogma’.. seems to me to bear the *finger-prints 
of the pedant or the priest. 189x Garon in 19h Cent. 
XXX. 304 My.. collection of analysed finger-prints. 1882 
Frienp Devonsh. Plant-n., *Fingers and Thumbs, Lotus 
corniculatus L., or Cypripedium Calceolus L. 1750 *Fin- 
gers-and-toes [see ANBuRyY 2]. 1812 W. Spence (¢7¢Ze), Obser- 
vations on the Disease in Turnips, termed in Holderness 
‘Fingers and Toes’. 1875 W. T. Tuornton in Eucycl, Brit. 
(ed. 9) I. 367 The roots present a thickened, palmated appear- 
ance, giving rise to the popular name for the disease, ‘ fingers 
and toes’. 1883 Daily News 18 Sept. 2/5 Stunted growth. .and 
finger-and-toe. 1825 J. NicHotson Oferat. Mechanic 320 
Unturning the *finger-screw. 1711 Puckie CZvé 28 Brethren 
in iniquity [gamesters] using *Finger-shade, Mouth-spirt, or 
Shoulder-dash, 1882 Cautrertp & Sawarp Dict. Needle- 
work, *Hinger-shield, a silver appliance made to fit the first 
finger of the left hand..It is employed to protect the finger 
from the needle, 1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., *Finger- 
smith, a midwife. 1884 Gd. Words June 401/1 A couple of 
‘finger-smiths ’—pickpockets. 1821 Blackw. Mag. 1X. 71 
Coats of finest nap, For which I ne’er receiv’d a “finger-snap. 
1884 Pall Mall G. 8 Nov. 2/2, I do not value Government 
Reports ..atafinger-snap, 1882 Socie/y 14 Oct. 12/1 The 
cousin’s song. .with a *finger-snapping accompaniment, goes 
very well. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 37 The *finger- 
speech of ceremony. 1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1V. 334/2 
*Finger-steel, a steel instrument like a skewer or awl, used 
for restoring the edge of the currier’s knife while in use. 1686 
Prior Staffordsh. 390 *Finger-Stocks; into which the Lord 
of misrule, used formerly to put the fingers of all such per- 
sonsas committed misdemeanours. 1656-81 BLount Glossogr., 
Dactylogie, *finger-talk, speech made with the fingers. 1843 
J. T. Hewett College Life 11. xxix, Having had the diffi- 
culties .. explained to him in dumb-show and finger-talk, 
1855 H. Crarke Dict. s.v. Finger, *Finger-talking. 1884 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 334/2 *Finger-tray, a small pan, 
attached by a clasp to the finger, used by dentists for carry» 
ing amalgam or plastic filling. @ 1680 Butter Rem. (1759) 
Il. 393 He [an Hypocrite] is the Devil’s *Finger-Watch, 
that never goes true, but too fast, or too slow, as he sets 
him. @x1718 Penn Maxims Wks. 1726 I. 842 A Finger 

Vou, IV. 
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Watch, to be set forwards or backwards, as he pleases that 
has it in keeping. 

Finger (finger), v. [f. prec. sb. Cf. Ger. 
Jjingern.| 

+1. trans, To point at with the finger. Ods. 

©1450 [see FincerinG 702, sb. 1]. 1483 Cath. Angl, 131/2 
To Finger, digitare. 

2. To hold or turn about in one’s fingers ; to put 
one’s fingers upon, touch with the fingers; also, to 
do this repeatedly or restlessly. 

1590 SPENSER /. Q. 111. ii. 6 To finger the fine needle and 
nyce thread, 1690 DrypEn Don Sebastian ut. ii, You would 
fain be fingering your rents beforehand. 1762 Gotpsm. C77. 
W, cii, In China, our women. .are never permitted to finger 
a dice-box, 1853 Kincstey Hyfatia vii. 92 Philammon, 
fingering curiously the first coins which he ever had handled. 
1861 Hucues Tom Brown at Oxf. xiii, The. .crew fingered 
their oars. 1870 Mod, Hoyle 46 To finger the squares of 
the [chess-]board whilst planning your move is strictly legal 
but a most villanous habit. 1887 R. N. Carry Uncle Max 
xxx. 244 She was never weary of fingering her silks and satins. 

Jig. 1883 T. H. Green Proleg. Ethics § 297 'To be always 
fingering one’s motives is asign .. of an unwholesome pre- 
occupation with self. 

b. To touch or handle (money) with unworthy 


motives. Also adsol. 

1581 Mutcaster Post/ions xxxvii. 159 They [the Romains] 
fell to fingering [context speaks of ‘receiuing giftes and 
rewarde’], 1651 Jer. TayLor Sevm. for Year i. xxi. 264 
It is a huge dishonour .. to be too busie in fingring money 
in the matters of religion. 1884 TENNnyson Bechet 1. iii. 56 
The cardinals have finger’d Henry's gold. 

+e. To lay hands upon, apprehend (a person), 
Also to handle roughly, ‘claw’. Ods. 

1624 Sir R. Atpwortu Le. 27 Dec. in Lismore Papers 
(1888) Ser, 1. III. 136 ‘The two Releeuers feighin [Fagan] 
and lyney [Leyne] I knowe and Dout not but to finger on 
Thursday next. 1670 W. Wacker /diomat. Anglo-L at. 200 
How would I finger him! Qzuzbus illum lacerarem modis ! 


3. intr. To make restless or trifling movements 
with the fingers (const. a¢); also, to play or toy wr. 


+ To finger for: (jig.) to grope for, hanker after. 

1655 GuRNALL Chr. in Arntz. xi. (1669) 130/1 Thy heart is 
fingering for more of these than God allows thee. 1816 L. 
Hunt Rimini 1. 119 They stood with their old foreheads 
bare, And the winds fingered with their reverend hair. 1858 
Kincstey Poems, Sappho 22 She flung her on her face... And 
fingered at the grass. 1869 Tennyson Pedleas § Ettarre 
433 Pelleas.. Fingering at his sword-handle. 

4. trans. To lay the fingers upon or touch with 
a view to plunder; to pilfer, filch. Also const. 


Jrom : To take or remove fraudulently from. 

1530 PatsGR. 550/2 Beware of hym, for all that he can 
fyngar gothe with hym, 1577-87 Ho.insuep Chron. III. 
1136/r So likewise did the Spanish soldiors.. that could 
come to finger anie thing of value. 1593 SHaxs. 3 Hen. V/, 
v. i. 44 But whiles he thought to steale the single Ten, The 
King was slyly finger’d from the Deck. 1655 FULLER Ch, Hist. 
ut. ii. § 6 His Predecessors .. grasp it fast in their fist, in 
defiance of such Popes as would finger it from them. 1693 
Mem. Ct. Teckely 1.17 The Troops .. took away all they 
could finger without paying for it. . 

+b. To cheat (a person) ovt of (a thing). 

1709 Brit, Apollo Il. No. 70. 2/2 Three Thornbacks .. 
artfully finger’d me out of five Guineas, __ 

To play upon (an instrument) with the fingers. 

1515 Barcray Eedoges iv. (1570) Ciij/2 Yet could he pipe 
and finger well adrone, 1603 Drayton Odes 1.61 To seeke, 
Of Pindar that Great Greeke, To Finger it [the harp or lyre] 
aright. 1641 Evetyn JZemz. (1857) I. 27 He had fingered an 
organ. 1873 C. Keene Lez. in G. S. Layard L7fe vii. (1892) 
152 A dummy bagpipe chanter..I carried in my pocket, and 
fingered on every possible occasion. _ é 

b. To play (a passage of music) with the fingers 
used in a given way (where there is a choice of 
methods of execution). 

ce. To mark (a piece of music) with figures indi- 
cating the fingers with which the notes are to be 
played. 

1816 Gentl. Mag. June 5309/2 All the lessons are sufficiently 
fingered. 1891 Tves 22 Oct, 14/2 The latest issues .. of 
Bach’s organ works. .are carefully edited and fingered. 

6. To manipulate with the fingers, ‘to perform 
any work exquisitely with the fingers’ (J.) ; fig. to 
elaborate, bestow minute labour on. Also with 


up. rare. 

1816 J. Gicurist Philos. Etynz, 185 If they can finger up, 
or arrange words into..soft, smooth, pretty, insignificant 
composition, /é¢d.236 Addison’s composition. .is. carelessly 
irregular. .but nevertheless much-laboured and fingered. 

+7. Finger out: a. To read carefully or with 
effort, passing the finger along the lines. b. To 
point out as with the finger. Ods. 

1680 Jenkins in Mansel Narr. Popish Plot 101 He re- 
ceived all the Tryals that were printed, and had fingerd 
them out. 1767 W. Hansury Charities Ch.-Langton 134 
Amity of dunce with dunce, Fingers out genius all at once. 

8. Finger up (nonce-use): zz¢r. to rum up in 
finger-like extensions. i 

1854 Hooker Himal. Frnis. 1, xi. 264 Peninsulas, be- 
tween which the misty ocean seemed to finger up like the 
fiords of Norway. 

Hence Fi'ngerable a. rare, that can be fingered. 
Fi'ngerative a., apt to ‘finger’, thievish. Fi'n- 
gerer, one who fingers; esf. a pilferer, thief. 

_ 1861 Awpetay Frat, Vacab. 8 A Fyngerer, an olde beaten 
childe, not onely in such deceites but, etc. 1674 JossELYN 
Voy. New Eng. 98 The Indians are very fingurative or 
thievish. x189x G. pu Maurirr in Harper's Mag. Aug. 383/1 
Four strings; but not the fingerable strings of Stradivarius, 








FINGERING. 


1893 aod Mag. May 614/2 Dencombe was..a fingerer 
of style. 

Fingered (fi'ngord), #f/. a1 [f. Fincrr v. + 
-ED1,} In senses of the vb. In AZwstc: Marked 
with figures showing what finger is to be used for 
producing each note. 

1775 AsH, Fingered..touched, stolen. 1823 Crane Tech- 
nol. Dict., Hingered, a term applied to piano-forte exercises. 

Fingered (fingoid), 74/. 0.2 [f. FINGER 5d. + 
-ED 2.] Having or provided with fingers. 

1. a. Ofa person; chiefly in parasynthetic deriva- 
tives, as light-, rosy-, three-fingered. 

@ 1529 SKELTON Elynour Rummyng 41 How she is gumbed, 
Fyngered and thumbed, Gently ioynted. 1865 Dickens 
Mut. Fr. 1. ii, The great looking-glass .. reflects .. Mrs. 
Veneering ; fair, aquiline-nosed and fingered. 

b. Of a glove, etc. ; also in parasynthetic deri- 
vatives, as cut-fingered: see Cuv ppl. a. 12. 

1591 [see Cut Af/. a. 12]. 1739 Mrs. Drerany Life & Corr. 
(186r) IT. 35 Six pair of cut fingered gloves. 1849 SourHry 
Comm .pl. Bk, Ser. 11. 584 The stalks of the leaves furnished 
stockings, and ladies fingered gloves. 

2. Bot. a. Of a leaf or plant: Digitate. b. Of 
the fruit or root: Shaped like a finger. 

1668 Witkins Real Char. u. iv. 98 A fingered leaf, being 
from one foot-stalk divided into many segments. 1788 
Phil. Trans. 1. 590 Spongia Americana capitata et digi- 
tata; The fingered sponge of Plumier. 1861 Miss Pratr 
Flower. Pl. VI. 40 Fingered Sedge. 1883 Evang. Mag. 
Nov. 511 The carpels fail to unite, and we get what are 
called ‘fingered citrons’. 

Finger-end, finger’s end. Pl. finger- 
ends, fingers’-ends. The end or tip of the 
finger. 

e400 Destr. Troy. 8795 Folowand the fell to be fyngur 
endys. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg.28 Pe skyn of the fyngris 
endis. 1598 SuHaxs. Merry W. v. v. 88 With Triall-fire 
touch me his finger end, 1655 Sir E. Nicuorasin NV, Pagers 
(Camden) II. 321, I will never desert whilst I can wagg nose, 
toes, or finguers end. 1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 1. 135 
Fruit, about the size of ones Finger End. 1825 Scotr 
9rnl, 20 Nov., His finger-ends can describe .. what he 
cannot bring out clearly. .in words. 

b. Phrases : +70 arrive at one’s fingers ends: to 
come to gnawing one’s fingers’ ends ; to reach the 
extremity of poverty. AZ one’s finger(s ends: ready 
at hand. Zo have (or + know), at (or on) one’s 
Jinger(S ends or tips: to have thorough familiarity 
with (a subject, branch of knowledge, etc.). (Zo déve) 
by one’s fingers’ ends : by industry or manual labour. 
+To0 suck (anything) out of one’s own fingers ends : 
to arrive at by one’s own ingenuity. Zo one’s 
Jinger-ends : completely, entirely, quite. + 70 vet 
upon the finger-ends (=Fr. avoir sur les dotgts): 
Jig. to incur a sharp reprimand, to ‘ catch it.’ 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1562) E ij, I suck not this out 
of my owne fingers eends. 1553 Latimer Sevwz. (1575) 11. 
181 He forgetteth them not, but hath them at hys finger’s- 
ende (as they say). 156x Hopy tr. Castigdione’s Courlyer 
1. Cb, You haue at your fingers endes that belongeth 
thereto, @1568 CoverpaLte Bk. Death xl. (1579) 194 
He maie be the better aquainted with them, and have 
them on his fingers endes. 1577 tr. Budllinger’s Decades 
(1592) 581, I.. knowe at my fingers ends, what kind of men.. 
are in this citie. 1579 Gosson Sch. Aduse (Arb.) 36 If any 
parte of Musick haue .. ariued by fortune at their fingers 
endes. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel, Democr. to Rdr. (1676) 
32/2 Thousands .. live singular well by their fingers’ ends. 
1662 GREENHALGH in Ellis Orig. Lett, Ser. u. IV. 14 Their 
Service-books .. they have at their fingers’ end. 1693 AZo. 
Clergy Scot. 37, 1 am afraid I may get upon the Finger-ends, 
because I did not name my Witnesses. 1711 STEELE SPect, 
No. 156 ? 5 Names which a Man of his Learning has at his 
Fingers-Ends, 1816 Eart or Duprey Lett. (1840) 143, 
I already have all these authors completely at my fingers’ 
ends, 1862 Cartyte Mredk, Gt. (1865) ILI. 1x, il. 82 All 
manner of Military Histories, we perceive, are at his 
finger-ends. 1883 Harper's Mag. Jan. 322/2, I would be 
Duchess to my finger-ends.. 

Fingering (fingorin), sd. Also 7-8 Sc. fin- 
gram, 8 Sc. fingrim, fingrine, fingrum, -om, 
9 fingerin. [The oldest forms fzgram, etc., com- 
bined with the difficulty of connecting the sense 
with that of jimger, suggest that the word may be 
an early corruption of F, fiz gvazn, lit. ‘fine grain’ 
(cf. grogram from gros gratn).] 

1, A kind of wool or yarn used chiefly in knitting 
stockings ; ‘worsted spun of combed wool, on the 


small wheel’ (Jam.). Also a¢¢r7d. 

1681 Cotvin Whigs Supplic. (1751) 107 There fingram 
stockings spun on rocks lyes. 1808 Jamieson, /ingeri. 
1875 Plain Needlework 10 Fingering Yarn. 1885 Lazaar 
30 Mar. 332/1 Stocking .. knitted with German fingering 
wool. 1894 Westm. Gaz. 10 May 3/3 Stockings made from 
the best ‘fingerings’. 

+2. A kind of woollen cloth. Sc. Ods. 

1707 G. Mirce Pres. State Gt. Brit. u. 24 Large Flocks of 
Sheep they have in Scotland produce abundance of Wool, 
from whence come .. Fingrines, Serges [etc.]. 1719 Act 6 
Geo. I, c. 13 An Act for .. preventing Frauds .. in manu- 
facturing Serges..and Fingrums. 1733 P. Linpsay /iterest 
Scot. 103 At Aberdeen, and Countries adjacent, large 
Quantities of our own coarse tarred Wooll are manufactured 
into coarse Serges, called Fingrams. 

Fingering (fiygerin), v0/. sd. 
+-1nG!.] ; ‘ 

1. The action of the vb. FINGER in various senses. 

c14s0 Bk. Curtasye 249 in Babees Bk. 306 Bekenyng, 
fynguryng, non pou use, 1553 I. WiLson X“/et. Se: 144 


[f FIncEr v, 


FINGERING. 


As when one hath .. got his livyng with light fingeryng. 
1567 Drant Horace Epist. Bj, Measure the lawe of sounde 
by fingering, or by eare. 1621 SANDERSON Serm. I. 214 Uzza 
had better have ventured the falling, than the fingering of 
the ark, though it tottered. 1760 Jmpostors Detected I. 251 
He shall not have the fingering of her any more than 
myself, 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. Jndia (1840) I. 1. ili. 80 The 
Directors. .had expected the fingering of the money. 1872 
O. W. Hotmes Poet Breakf.-t. 1. (1885) 28 Covers browned 
«with. .the fingering of. . book-misers, 


+b. Work done with the fingers. Cf. FrncEr v.6. 

1590 SPENSER Mujzopotnios 366 Nor anie skil’d in loupes of 
fingring fine. f j , 

2. Mus. a. The action of using the fingers in 
playing upon an instrument; the proper method 
of doing this. 
¢1385 CuAucer Z. G. W, Prol. gt As an harpe obeieth to 
the honde, And maketh it soune after his fingering. 1545 
Ascuam Toxofh. (Arb.) 39 Instrumentes .. whyche standeth 
by fine and quicke fingeringe. 1593 Pass. Morrice 78 Shee 
tooke her lute, singing to her fingering this sonnet. 1674 
Prayrorp Skill Mus. u, 103 The Rule of true Fingering. 
1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh 1, I learnt much music.. 
fine sleights of hand And unimagined fingering. 

b. The indication, by figures set against the 
notes of a piece of music, of the way in which the 
fingers are to be used in its performance. 

1879 Grove Dict. Mus. I. 527/2 The earliest German 
fingering .. was the same as the present English system. 
3. attrib. 

1603 Hotianp Plutarch’s Mor. 1252, 1am better acquainted 
with the fingring Musicke and manuall practise than other- 
wise. @1680 BuTLER Rem. (1759) I. 255 A cheat, That lets 
his false Dice freely run... But never lets a true one stir 
Without some fingering Trick or Slur. 1883 Buackie in 
Contemp. Rev. June 814 Not from any fingering induction 
of external details, 

Fingering (fi'ngorin), 2A/. a. [f. FINGER v. + 
-Inc 2.] That fingers (an instrument); also, ad- 
dicted to ‘fingering’ or petty manipulation. 

1712 Spectator No. 338 P2 Those fingering Gentlemen 
should be informed that they ought to suit their Airs to the 
Place. 1799 Worpsw. Poet's Epitaph v, Philosopher! a 
fingering slave. 1816 [see FinIcALNEss]. 

Fingerish (fingarif), 2. monce-wd. [f. FINGER 
sb. +-ISH.] Of or pertaining to the fingers. 

1892 M. Nortu Recoll. Happy Life I. vii. 259 Fingers 
were their only tools and..by the end of the day the saucers 
must have had a strong fingerish flavour. 

Fingerless (fi-ngailés), a. [See -Less.] With- 
out fingers. 

1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxxi, After putting on his 
fingerless gloves with great precision. 

Fingerlet (fingozlét). sonce-wd. [See -LEr.] 
A small or delicate finger. 

1854 W. JouNnson /oxica (1858) 77 Those straying fingerlets 
that clutched At good and bad. 

Fingerling (fingarlin). Also 8 fingerin, [f. 
FINGER s0,+-Line. Cf. Ger. fingerling glove- 
finger, thimble (MHG. fizgerlinc ring).] 

+ 1. One of the fingers of a glove ; a finger-stall. 

c1440 Prop. Parv. 161/2 Fyngyrlynge of a glove, dg7- 
tabulum. 1530 Patscr. 220/1 Fingerlyng of lether, delot. 
1580 HottyBanp 7veas. Fr. Tong, Vn doigtier, a thimble, 
a fingerling. ie . 

2. A very diminutive being; used to translate 
Ger. Déumerling (Goethe Faust). 

1835 ANSTER Faustus 1. u. (1887) 128 Pigmies, emmets, 
fingerlings, And other active little things. 1867 Contemzp. 
Rev. V1. 50 Thumblings and Fingerlings whom the Pygmies 
have enslaved. 

3. A name for the parr (Salmo salmulus). Cf. 
BRANDLING 2. 

a1705 Ray Synop. Method. Pisctum (1713) 63 Salmulus, 
The Samlet Herefordiensibus, Branlin § Fingerin Ebo- 
racensibus, 1836 YARRELL Brit, Hishes 11, 43 The transverse 
dusky bars from which this fish has obtained the name of 
Brandling and Fingerling. 

attrib, 1888 Pall MallG.7 Apr. 6/1 A couple of wretched 
fingerling smolts. 

+ Fingerly, ¢. Ods. rare—. [f. FINcER sd, + 
-Ly1,] Of or pertaining to the fingers. 

1619 Sir J. Sempit, Sacrilege Handi. 81 They poynted 
him out, as by a fingerly demonstration. 

Finger-nai‘l. One of the nails of the fingers. 
To one’s finger-nails: completely, thoroughly. 

a1240 Wohunge in Cott. Hom, 281 Pat te blod wrang ut at 
tine finger neiles. 1842 TENNyson &. Morris 22 He seem'd 
All-perfect, finish'd to the finger nail. 1884 — Becket u1. i, 
He's as like the King as fingernail to fingernail, 1888 
Graphic Summer No, 21/1, I was a theosophist to my 
finger-nails. 

Finger-post. A postset up atthe parting of 
roads, with one or more arms, often terminating 
in the shape of a finger, to indicate the directions 
of the several roads; a guide-post. 

1789 Mrs. Piozz1 Journ. France 11. 291 The words Route 
de Belgrade upon a finger-post. 1857 Toutm. Smirn Parish 
357 The rgkw Surveyors ought to put up finger posts... 
where they are likely to help travellers. 

transf, and fig. 1793 Beppors Math, Evid. 158 It had 
pleased him to christen the pronouns, the finger-posts of 
language. 1857 Srantey Mem, Canterb. i. 31 So many 
finger-posts, pointing your thoughts, along various roads, 
to times and countries far away. 

b. slang. (See quot. ) 

1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue, Finger Post, a parson, 
so called, because like the finger post, he points out a way 
he. .probably will never go, i. e, the way to heaven. 
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Hence Finger-posted ///. a., having a finger- 
post ; inquot. 7g. Finger-postless a., without a 
finger-post. 

1885 H. O. Forses Nat. Wand. E. Archip. 88 Flowers.. 
with .. a beautifully painted and finger-posted labellum. 
1873 Miss Broucuton WVancy III, 147 A labyrinth of cross- 
roads, fingerpostless, guideless. 

Finger-stall. A cover or protection for the 
finger, usually of leather, e.g. the finger of a glove, 
used in some handicrafts, in dissection, or when the 
finger is injured or diseased. 

1483 Cath, Angl. 131/2 A Fyngyr stalle, digztale. 1578 
Lyte Dodoens u. xxiv. 175 Foxe glove hath. .fayre, long, 
round, hollow floures fashioned like fingar stalles. 1606 
Hotranp Sweton. 74 The fore finger of his right hand hee 
perceived .. to be so weake, that .. he could hardly set it to 
any writing, with the helpe of an hoope and finger-stall of 
horne. 1643 I. Steer tr. Exp. Chyrurg. xv. 64 Finger-stalls 
made of Leather. 1034 BaspaGE “con, Mani. 1. (ed. 3) 14 
The child puts on the forefinger of its right hand a small 
cloth cap or finger-stall. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. 
Word-bk, 148, I cut my finger, but I clapt a finger-stall on. 

Finger-stone. 

+1. A stone sufficiently small to be cast by the 
hand. Also attrib. Obs. 

c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xi. 46 A lytil peine, as it ware a 
fynger stane cast, es anoper chapell. 1688 I. Crayton in 
Phil. Trans. XVI. 984 They are so nigh the Shoar, that a 
Man may almost fling a Finger-stone on Board. _ 

2. A cylindrical stone, convexly tapering to a 


point; a belemnite. 

1773 Jounson (ed. 4), Hinger-stone, a fossil resembling an 
arrow. 1802-3 tr. Padlas’s Trav. (1812) II. 229 A whimsical 
mixture of broken belemnites, or finger-stones. 

Fingery (fingeri), a. [f. Fincer sb.+-y 1] 
Branching into fingers or finger-like divisions. 

1821 Moir in Blackw. Mag. VIII. 527 The broad fern 
with its fingery leaf. 1840 ral. R. Agric. Soc. 1. 1v. 403 
Turnips. .grow fingery and of little value, 

Fingian: see FINGAN. 

+ Fingle-fangle. Oés. [reduplication of 
Fancir. Cf. FIDDLE-FADDLE.] A trifle ; some- 
thing whimsical or fantastic. Also a¢trid. 

a1652 Brome Covent Garden. 13 This comes of your new 
fingle-fangle fashion. 1678 Butter Hud. m1. iil. 221 To 
wrangle, About the slightest fingle fangle. 1710 Brit. Apollo 
III. No. 61. 3/1 A Woman..I Love; A kind of Female 
Fingle, Fangle. 

Hence Fi‘ngle-fangled A//. a. 

1651 Biccs New Disf. P11 The upstart fingle-fangl’d 
Paracelsian. , 

Fingram, obs. variant of FINGERING sé. 

Fingrigo (fingrigo). The name in Jamaica 
for a prickly climbing shrub, Pzsonza aculeata. 

1707 SLOANE Yamaica I, p. liv, They grind the roots of 
Fingrigo and Limetree between two stones. 1756 P. BRowNE 
Famaica 252 Fingrigo or Thorny Mimosa. This prickly 
shrub is frequent in most of our sugar colonies. 


+ Fingure. Ods.—' [irreg. f. L. jing-cre to 
frame +-URE.] A fabrication, coinage. 


1892 Nasue P, Penilesse Eiij b, Doctor Watson, retorting 
verie merilie his owne licentious fingures upon him, 

Finial (finial), a.andsd. Forms: 4-6 fynial(1, 
-yal(1, 5-7 finiall, 6- finial. [A variant of Finat, 
app. of Eng. origin, as no similar form has been 
found in OE. or med.Lat.] 

A. adj. 

+1. =Finau. Obs. 

? a 1400 Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) I. 157 Rittes ceremoniall, 
«Shall utterlye cease, and take ther ende fyniall. 1426 
AvuDELAY Poems 50 There was faythfolé made a feneal code. 
1447 Boxennam Seyntys (Roxb.) 116 Graunt them to dyen in 
fynial grace. 1460 Pol. Rel. & L. Poems 105 Fynyal blyse. 
1486 Bk. St. Alban’s, Her. Biij a, Ther be ix. quadrattis for 
to consider. v. quadrate finiall and iiij royall. 

2. [Suggested by the sb.] Forming the crown 
or completion ; crowning. rare}. 

1888 A, S. Witson Lyric Hopeless Love 182 Until..life 
erects its finial part, The formulation of the heart. 

B. sb. Arch. An ornament placed upon the 
apex of a roof, pediment, or gable, or upon each 
of the corners of a tower, etc.; a similar ornament 
serving as a termination to a canopy or the like, 
or to the end of an open seat in a church. 

1448 W72ll of Hen. VI in Willis & Clark Cambridge 
I, 369 Euery boterace fined with finialx. 1572 Jndenture 
4 Jan. in H, Walpole Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1765) 
I, App., All the seid fynyshing and performyng of the 
seid towre with fynyalls. x59: SyLtvester Du Bartas 
I. i, 223 From this faire Palace then he takes his Front, 
From that his Finials. 1600 HoLtanp Livy xxxv. x. (1609) 
894 Gilded shields .. were set up on the finiall or lanterne 
of Jupiters temple. 1601 — Pliny xxxv. xii. 552 To set up 
Gargils or Antiques at the top of a Gavill end, as a finiall to 
the crest tiles. x8rr J. Mitner Eccl. Archit. vii. 105 
Pinnacles .. surmounted with an elegant flower, called a 
finial, 1853 TuRNER Dom. Archit. Il. vi. 255 The finish of 
the northern gable with its beautiful finial. 1870 F. R 
Wison Ch. Lindisf, 31 The low open seats are ornamented 
with finials. 

b. ¢ransf. and jig. 


1591 Sytvester Du Bartas i. v. 985 As the Phcenix on 
my Front doth glister, Thou shalt the Finials of my Frame 
illustre. 1632 HoLtanp Cyrzp. 206 The absolute perfection 
and finiall of many noble and excellent Actions. 1876 R. F. 
Burton Gorilla L. I. 96 Monotheism, the finial of the 
spiritual edifice, 1880 Brackmore AZ, Anerley III. iii. 33 
po ivied bush, which served as the finial of the garden- 

edge, 











FINICKING. 


Hence Fi‘nialled f//. a., having, or decorated 
with, finials. 

1850 T, Inxerstey Romanesque Archit. France 323 An 
external Pointed arch, surmounted by a triangle crocketed 
and finialled. 

+ Finially, adv. Obs. 
= FINALLY. 

1588 J. Reap Compend. Method 110, Finially all affects 
that are called Rumatick, 4 

Finical (finikal), a. [Connected with Fryick 
v., FINICKING ; as /izzcal is the earliest recorded, 
it may be the source of the other words; in any 
case ultimate derivation from FINE a. seems prob- 
able.] Of persons, their actions and attributes: 
Over-nice or particular, affectedly fastidious, ex- 
cessively punctilious or precise, in speech, dress, 
manners, methods of work, etc. Also of things: 
Over-scrupulously finished; excessively or affect- 
edly fine or delicate in workmanship. 

1592 NAsue P. Penilesse (ed, 2) 10b, She is so finicall in 
her speach. 1607 R. C. World of Wonders 50 Women 
gorgeously apparelled, finicall and fine as fippence. 1650 
Howe, £f. Ho-El. I. 1. i, Expressions made up of a 
bombast of words and finical affected complements. 1660 
H. More Myst. Godl. To Rdr. 11 More trim and elegant 
fancies, who are so nice and finical that they would not 
come near a sore, 1709 STEELE Zatler No. 82 § 6 Your 
open Sleeves .. made a much better Show than the finnikal 
Dress I am in. 1727 Pops, etc. Art of Sinking 111 The 
Finical Style .. consists of the most curious, affected, 
mincing metaphors. 1754 RicHARDSON Grandzson (1781) 
II. ii. 11 Lord G. seems a little too finical in his dress. 
1820 Miss Mirtrorp in L’Estrange Lz II. v. 119 Such 
a pretty, little, delicate, ladylike, finical gentleman! 1840 
THACKERAY Crit. Rev. Wks. 1886 XXIII. 167 It might 
be painted with a good deal less finical trifling with the 
pencil. 1887 Sainrspury Hist. Elizab, Lit. v. (1890) 189 
The finical scholarship of the present day. 
age a1845 Hoop Compass xxii, Fear quitted the most 

nical, 

Hence + Fi'nical v., zonce-wd. trans. to dress or 
‘get (oneself) wf’. Fimnically adv., in a finical 
manner, affectedly, fastidiously. Fi‘nicalness, 
(a) the quality of being finical; (4) a finical thing, 
a refinement. Finica‘lity, (@) finical quality ; 
(4) something finical, 

1594 Nasue Unfort. Trav, 15, I was ordained Gods 
scourge from aboue for their daintie finicalitie. 1659 
TorriAno, Strvingdto..finicaly drestup. 1670 Covet Diary 
(2893) 261 We had no such finicallnesse as knives or forkes, 
onely..our hands and teeth. 1682 Mrs, Brun alse Count 
I. ii. 20 You think yourself a very fine fellow now, and 
finical yourself up to be thought so. eae be H, WaLPoLe 
Vertue’'s Aneca. Paint, (1786) V. 206 His works have no 
more merit than finicalness..can_give them, 1777 Ropert- 
son Hist. Amer. (1778) I. 1v. 372 Finically attentive to dress. 
1816 J. Gitcurist PAzlos, Etym. 217 [He] would arrest the 
press to alter a comma; yet with all this fingering fini- 
calness, has not left a single well-constructed paragraph 
in his whole writings! 1819 Sforting Mag. V. 60 After 
sipping with all the finicallity of spinsterian consequence 
her sixth cup of the enlivening liquid. 1826 Blackw. Mag. 
XIX. 655 To cut joints .. neither in slices too thick, nor in 
such as are finically thin. 1884 J. Pavn Zit, Recoll. 256 
He .. sometimes exhibited a whimsical finicality. 

Finicism (finisizm). [f. next+-1sm.] Finical 
affectation. 

1844 NV. Brit. Rev. Il. 65 Notwithstanding .. of this 
theatrical finicism, he was always himself again before an 
audience. 1862 J7emple Bar Mag. Vi. 132 There was no 
finicism in the Author of Waverley. ; 

Finick (finik), sé. [? Back-formation from 
FINICAL ; in sense 2 more prob. f. next vb.] 

+1. A finical person. Ods. 

1706 Reflex. upon. Ridicule 103 Does he think to be 
courted for acting the finick and conceited? J/ézd. 119 
She's an affected Finick, 

2. dial. ‘Mincing, affected manners’ (.5. Chesh. 
Gloss. 1887). 

Finick (firnik), v. Chiefly da/. Also finnick ; 
in glossaries spelt finnack, -ock, etc. [See 
FrnicaL, FINICKING.] zntr. ‘To execute work in 
a fastidious manner, wasting time over unnecessary 
details’ (Holderness Gloss.) ; ‘to mince, affect airs’ 
(S. Chesh. Gloss.). Hence Finicking vd/. sd. 


1869 E. WapHam Eng. Versificat. 147 The verse laughs at 
such finnicking, and asserts its true division. 

Finicking, finikin (finikin, -in), (f#/.) a. 
and sé. Also finnicking, finnikin, (9 finican). 
[Of somewhat doubtful etymology; most likely 
f, FINICK v,+-ING2; the chief difficulty is that the 
adj. is recorded from the middle of 17th c., while 
the vb. is known only from a very recent period. 

It has been suggested that /iz7k7m is the original form, 
and is of Du. origin; cf. MDu. /ijnkens adv. accurately 
neatly, prettily (Kilian). On this hypothesis the words 
Jinical and finick sb. and vb. must in some way have been 
evolved from sinikin. ‘The conjecture however is unsup- 
ported by evidence, and jizical appears 70 years earlier 
than the earliest known instance of /inikin.] 

A. adj. Affecting extreme refinement; dainty, 
fastidious, mincing ; excessively precise in trifles. 
Also of things: Over-delicately wrought or 
finished ; also, insignificant, paltry, trifling. 

1661 A. Brome Leveller i. Poems 72 Your Madams and 
Lords, And such finikin words. ¢1680 Roxd. Ball. (1891) 
VII. 467 He’s a finikin’ vapouring Taylor. 1741 E. Poston 
Pratler (1747) 1, 230 Thou finicking Stuff, Put thy Hands 


[f. FIntaL @. + -LY2,] 


FINICKY. 


in a Muff. 1822 Blackw. Mag. 11. 444 To apply their 
finican hands and utensils to the laborious task. 1831 
fraser’s Mag. 11. 745 Quiet and finikin as his [Horace’s] 
satire is. 1837 Dickens Pickw. xix, With all the finicking 
coxcombry of youth. 18653 G. Merepitn R. Mleming x, 
Out .. came the old, broad, bent figure, with little finicking 
steps. 1886 ‘I. Harpy Mayor Casterbridge xii, Such 
finnikin details, 

+b. In eulogistic sense: Dainty, pretty. Ods. 

c1749 Robin Hood & Allen a Dale xviii. in Child Ballads 

V. xxxviil.174/t A finikin lass, Did shine like glistering gold. 

B. sé. (in form fintkin, finnikin). 

+1. A finicking person. Odés. 

1744 Mrs. E. Heywoop Female Spect. (1748) 1. 82 Every 
public place so abounded with coxcombs and finikins, 

+2. A variety of pigeon. Ods. 

1725 Brapiry Fam. Dict. s.v. Pigeon, Many sorts of 
pigeons, such as Carriers .. Finikins. 1763 Treat. Dom. 
Pigeons 136 The Finnikin. These Pigeons are possessed of 
certain whimsical gestures when salacious. 1867 TEGETMEIER 
Pigeons 175 The Finnikin. 

Hence Fi-nickingly adv. f 

1880 Vern. Ler /faly iv. ii. 153 Finickingly finished like 
a fan-painting. 


Finicky (finiki), a. déa/. and U.S. [f. Funtox’ 


v.+-¥1.] =FINICKING a. 

1825 Brockett Gloss, N. Country Words, Finniky, trifling, 
scrupulously particular, 1887 Citic (N. Y.) 9 Apr., A great 
number of the rules .. seem equally what New England 
matrons call ‘finicky’, 1892 B. Matrnews Asmericanisms 
§ Briticisms 24 Professor Freeman..frequently finicky in 
his choice of words. 


+ Finifest. xonce-wd. [f. L. fini-s end + fest- 
unt FEAST.) (See quot.) 

1551 R. Rosinson tr. AZove's Utop. (Arb.) 153 The whyche 
woordes may be interpreted primifeste and finifest, or els in 
our speache, first feaste and last feast. 

FPinific (foini-fik), a. [f. L. f7d-s + -F1¢.] Putting 
a limit to; limiting; in quot. adsol. or quasi-sd. 

1830 CoLerwncE in Lt, Rev. (1836) III. 2 The eternally 
self-affirmant self-affirmed..whose definition is the essential 
finific in the form of the infinite. 

Pinifugal (feinisfirgal), a. nonce-wd. [f. L. 

Sini-s end+fug-a flight +-au.] Of or pertaining 
to shunning the end (of anything). 

1883 L. A. Tottemacue in Frxl. Educ. 1 Sept. 307 In 
modern as well as in ancient times, the finifugal tendency.. 
is apparent. 

+ Fimnify, v. Ots. Also 7 finefy, finifie. [f. 
FINE a. +-(1)FY.] trans. To make fine; to adorn, 
deck, ‘trick up’. 70 findfy zt: see quot. 1611. 

1586 Warner AZ. Eng. 1. x, Her rotten trunk and rustie 
face she finified than. 1611 CorGr. Pimper, to sprucifie, or 
finifie it; curiously to pranke, trimme, or tricke vp himselfe. 
1678 Mrs. Beun Sv P. Fancy wv. iti, Get you gone, and 
finefy your knacks, 1708 Morreux Rabelais i. x. (1737) 41 
Some .. dress’d the Pages in Womens Cloths, and finified 
them like any Babies. 

Hence Finified //. a.; Finifying v7. sd. 

1628 WiTHER rit. Rememb. u. 2067 Some .. parted from 
Our City walls. .so finifi'd, As if their meaning was, to shew 
their pride In Country Churches. 1655 GurNALL Chr. iz 
Arm. viii. (1669) 267/2 Now while thou art ina natural estate 
(though never so finified) Old Adam is thy father. 1674 
Drypven Jad u1, iii, Such licking, patching, and finifying. 


+ Finigra‘phical, ¢. humorous. nonce-wd. 

1594 Nasur Un/ort. Trav. Wks. (Grosart) V. 37 In their 
sincere and finigraphicall cleane shirts and cuffes. 1596 
— Saffron Walden Ep. Ded. heading, To .. the sincere 
& finigraphicall rarifier of prolixious rough barbarisme [i. e. 
a barber]. s 

Finikin, var. form of Finicktne. 

Fining (feinin), 74/7. sd. [f. Finn v.3+-1ne 1.] 
The action of the vb. FINE. 

1. The operation or process of refining (metals) ; 
esp. that of converting cast iron into wrought iron 
by heating it in contact with charcoal and so re- 
moving the carbon. 

1so2z Priv. Purse Exp. Eliz. of York (1830) 38 Certain 
personnes .. that wrought in fynyng of iron. 1585 App. 
Sanpys Sev. (1841) 366 The fining of gold in the furnace. 
1864 Percy Jroz § Steel 579 It seems somewhat absurd to 
designate the process of incomplete decarburization as re- 
fining, and that of. .complete decarburization as only fining. 
Lbid., 1.. apply the word fining to the operation of con- 
verting cast into malleable iron .. in a hearth or open fire 
urged by a blast of air with charcoal as the fuel. 

2. The operation or process of clarifying (a 
liquid ; esp. beer, wine, etc.), Also the process by 
which a liquid becomes fine or clear. 

1607 Dekker Wh. Babylon Wks. 1873 Il. 215 No Vines 
could please our taste, But of her fining. 1683 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1862/8 New Experiments, for Fyning and Improving of 
Syder. 1707 Mortimer Husé, xvi. 339 It [Beech] is good 
also for Fuel .. not to omit the Shavings of it for the fining 
of Wine. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. 1. 137 The 
operation of fining will be unnecessary to such beer, 1864 
Reader g Jan, 53 To investigate the cause of this fining of 
the blood. 

b. concr. Anything used for this purpose. Usu. A/. 

1772 Jackson in Phil. Trans. LXIII. 5 One ounce and 
a half of good isinglass .. was converted into good fining. 
1822 Imtson Sc. § Art II. 160 A preparation of isinglass and 
sour beer, called finings, is put into it, 1851 MayHew Lond. 
Labour \. 184 The coffee is made of a dark colour by means 
of what are called ‘finings’ which consist of burnt sugar. 
1885 Act 48-9 Vict. c. 50 § 8 Finings for the purpose of 
clarification [of beer]. 

3. Comb.: fining-forge (see quot.) ; fining-pot, 
a crucible in which metals are refined; fining- 
roller (see quot.). 
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1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 848/2 *Fining-forge..an open 
hearth with a blast by which iron is freed of impurities or 
foreign matters. 1611 Biste Prov. xvii. 3 The *fining pot 
is for siluer, and the furnace for gold. 1879 Sir G. G. Scorr 
Lect. Archit. 1. 134 Let us throw them boldly into the 
fining-pot. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 848/2 *Fining- 
voller (Paper-making), a cylindrical wire-cloth sieve in the 
paper-making machine, which allows the finely ground stuff 
to pass, but restrains the coarse fibers and knots, 

F inion, var. form of FInGan. 

Finis (feirnis). [a. L. fizzsend] 

1. The Latin word for ‘end’, formerly, and still 


occasionally, placed at the end of a book. 

Almost universally used in the earlier half of this century 3 
in recent books ‘ End’ or ‘The End’ is substituted. 

[221400 Chester Pl. xii. Temptation, Finis paginz duo- 
decimz.] c1460 Play Sacram., Finis. 1523 Firzuers. 
Husb,, Finis, 1621 Burton Anat, Mel,, Finis. 1697 EvELYN 
Medals vii. 255 And now I have but a Word to add before 
Icome to /inzs. 1839 Baitey Festus, Finis. 

2. Hence, the conclusion, end, finish ; end of life, 
death. 

1682 D[’Urrey] Butler’s Ghost 1. 47 To deck the Finis of 
his Face. 1719 — Pills (1872) IV. 328 Under this Stone lies 
one who writ his Finis. 1865 Cartyte Predk. Gt. 1X. xx. 
x. 169 Next Year .. must be the finis of this long agonistic 
tragedy. 187 CartyLe in JZ/ys. Carlyle’s Lett. 111. 200 
Fast falling into imbecility and finis, poor man. 1874 
Loner. in Life (1891) III. 223 Though that may be the 
proper finis of the book. 

3. End in view, ultimate destination. vare. 

1850 CartyLe Latter-d. Pamzph, v. (1872) 162 Which is itself 
a finds or kind of goal. 

Finish (finif), sd. [f. next vb.] 

1. The conclusion, last stage, termination ; also 
(collog. or vulgar) the ‘end’ of a man. 

1790 A. M, Jonnson Monmouth 111. 140 To look upon 
death .. as the finish of your sorrows! 1 SouTHEY 
Lett. (1856) I. 361 The fit and worthy finish of such 
a life. 1814 Map. D’Arstay Wanderer V. 318 And here 
..is the finish of all I have to recount. 1826 Sfortin 
Mag. XVII. 321 You would like to hear what was the faicke 
of the noted Will Barrow. 1827 /éd. XXI. 78 The finish 
of the hunting season I unfortunately lost, 

b. elliptically in Sporting: The end of a hunt, 
race, etc.; the death of a fox; also in phrase, ¢o de 


zn at the finish. Also fig. 

1875 W. S. Haywarp Love agst. World 13 The old squire 
was determined to be in at the finish. 1879 JEFFERIES Wild 
Life in S. C. 133 Think for a moment of a finish as it is in 
reality. 1891 H. Le Caron 25 Fears tn Secret Serv. (1893) 
188 It was. .in the speeches from start to finish. 

2. That which finishes, or serves to give com- 
pleteness or perfection to anything. 

1793 Copper-Plate Mag. No. 13, The choir received it’s 
embellishments and finish from Henry the Eighth, 1823 
Gr. Kennepy Father Clem. i. 20 To obtain that finish 
to his education which it was .. thought could only be ac- 
quired by travelling [etc.]. 1868 FrReemMAN Norv. Cong. 
(1876) IT. x. 515 Two smaller towers were designed as the 
finish of the building. 1890 Century Mag. Jan. 362/1 To 
have an American finish put to her education and manners. 

b. Butlding. The last coat of paint or plaster 
laid upon a surface. 

1823 P. Nicuotson Pract. Build, 417 Over this a coat of 
oil-colour..called the finish, is laid. : ; 

3. The condition or quality of being finished 
or perfected. 

c1805 Mar. Epcewortu Wes. (Rtldg.) I. 354 There was 
a want of fizish, as the workmen call it, in my manufacture. 
1857 H. Mitter Zest. Rocks vi. 229 They could not, com- 
patibly with such nicety of finish, be laid over each other. 
1876 Humeurey Coin-Coll. Man. xxvi. 397 High finish could 
not be obtained in the mode by which this massive money 
was produced. 1885 Newnatt in Havers Mag. Jan. 278/2 
They [gloves] are tanned with sumac and gambier .. as 
these produce softer finishes. 1885 Manch. Exam. 22 Feb. 
5/3 Mr. Reeves sang with perfect finish. 

4. slang. A house of entertainment, where the 


night is finished. 

1859 Sata Tw. round Clock (1861) 17 The innumerable 
finishes and saloons. 1860 THackrray Loved (1869) 204 
A weakly little man., whose pallid countenance told of 
Finishes and Casinos. 

5. (See quot.) 

1875 Uve's Dict. Arts I. 58 Methylated, spirit can be 
procured also in small quantities .. containing in solution 
1oz. to the gallon of shellac, under the name of ‘finish’. 
1888 Dumfries Standard 22 Feb, 3 The traffic in methy- 
lated spirit or ‘finish’ as it is popularly called. 

Finish (finif),v. Forms: 4 finch, 4-6 fenys, 
fen-, fynissh, -ysch, -ysh, -ysshe, -esch, 4 
finisch, 6- finish. [ME. fenys, finisch, a. OF. 
Jeniss- (Fr. jiniss-) lengthened stem of /fenzr 
(finir) = Pr. fenir, Cat. finir, It. finive:—L. 
Sinire, f. fines end.] 

1. ¢rans. To bring to an end; to come to the 
end of, go through the last period or stage of. 
Often with gerund (formerly with inf.) as object: 
To ‘make an end of’, cease (doing something). 


+ Also, rarely, To put an end to, cause to cease. 
c1350 Will. Palerne 3934 Then was pat ferli fiz3t finched 
pat time. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 4255 Qwene they had 
ffenyste bis feghte. 1481 Caxton Myrvr.1. xx. 60 The sonne 
the whiche .. neuer shal fynysshe to goo with the heuen. 
@ 1533 Lp. Berners Hon ly. 185 Who so euer dyd fyght 
agaynst him were lyke myserably to fynysshe his days. 
1603 Drayton Bar. Wars vi. 87 In Death what can be.. 
That I should fear a Couenant to make With it, which 
welcom’d, finisheth my Woe? 1697 Drypren Virg. Georg. 
1v. 674 His Griefs with Day begun, Nor were they finish’d 





FINISH. 


with the setting Sun. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre’s Stud. 
Nat. (1799) III. 567 That calm ambition of gold, in which 
all the ambitious finish their course. 1847 Marryat Childr. 
N. Forest viii, Edward .. had just finished a hearty meal. 
1891 E. Peacock WV. Brendox I, 256 As he finished speaking. 


b. Zo finish off, to provide with an ending (of 
a certain kind). 


1834 H. N. Corrripce Grk. Poets (ed. 2) 51 Plutarch 
finishes off the story in his usual manner. 


2. To bring to completion ; to make or perform 
completely; to complete. Also with off, + 2p. 


+ Zo finish to (do): to succeed completely in 
(doing). 

ax1400-50 Alexander 2144 For quen I done haue with 
Dary & my dede fenyschid. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn 
xi. 41 Hys enterpryse that ful sore he desyred to fynysshe. 
1533 Lp. Berners //o |xii. 217 Whan the sacrement of 
baptysme was fynyshyd. 1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 
84 In August [1553] was the aulter in Powlles set up agayne, 
and fenysyd in September. 1593 Suaxs. 3 Hex. VJ, u. v. 28 
How many Dayes will finish vp the Yeare. 1594 CAREW 
Huarte’s Exam. Wits (1616) 269 When Nature hath 
finished to forme a man in all perfection. 1648 W. 
MounracuE Devoute Ess. 1. xviii. § 3. 336 They expose them- 
selves to the reproach of having begun what they were 
unable to finish. 1669 WorLIDGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 185 
Yet have IJ not finished to attain the right Method, or way 
of ordering them. 1761-2 Hume /is¢, Eng. (1806) III. xlvii. 
694 The marriage of the princess Elizabeth with Frederic.. 
was finished some time after the death of that prince. 1816 

. SmitH Panorama Sc. §& Art 11. 686 Finish sowing green- 

ouse plants. 1828 Scorr /. AZ, Perth iii, He cuts all his 

loves out for the right hand, and never could finish a pair 
in his life. 1848 C. K. Suarre Let. 7 Feb. (1888) II. 590 
That bloody-minded person who finished off the work. 

absol. 1611 BipLe 1 Chroz. xxvii. 24 Ioab..began to num- 
ber, but he finished not. 1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. III. 1v. 
ix. § 5 God alone can finish. 

3. To deal with or dispose of the whole or the 
remainder of (an object); to complete the con- 
sumption of (food, one’s stock of anything), the 


reading of (a book, etc.). 

1526 TinDALE JZatt. x. 23 Ye shal nott fynysshe all the 
cites of israhel tyll the sonne of man be come. 1856 KANE 
Arct. Expl, 1, xxxi. 434 He and Brooks will doubtless finish 
the two [potatoes]. 1884 F. M. Crawrorp Rom. Singer I. 
72 Would you mind finishing the canto? ? 

b. To complete the destruction of; to dispatch, 
kill. Also in weaker sense: To complete the dis- 
comfiture or defeat of ; to reduce to complete ex- 


haustion or helplessness. Now chiefly cod/og. 

1611 Brste Dax. v. 26 God hath numbred thy kingdome, 
and finished it. 1755 Mem. Capt. P. Drake I. xvii. 187 
Five Germans, who were resolved to finish me. 1816 
Sporting Mag. XLVIII. 18: Lancaster .. was completely 
finished. 1840 Goopricu P. Parley’s Ann. 183 They were 
for finishing him [a wounded man] outright with their 
bayonets. 1864 Lowett Fireside Trav. 308 If he still 
obstinates himself, he is finished by [etc.]. 1884 E. P. Ror 
Nat. Ser. Story ix, The moist sultriness .. finished the 
ox-heart cherries. 


4. To perfect finally or in detail ; to put the final 


and completing touches to (a thing). Also with 
off, up. 

1551 T. Witson Logike (1580) 39 b, Those [the hands, arms 
and feet] bee. .the partes whiche finishe the whole and make 
it perfecte. c1555 HarpsFIELD Divorce Hen. VIII (1878) 80 
To perfect and finish our answer. 1611 BIBLE 2 Co”, vill. 6 
Wee desired Titus, that as he had begun, so hee would also 
finish in you the same grace also. 1683 Soames tr. Botlean’s 
Art of Poetry ii. 20 A faultless Sonnet, finish’d thus, would 
be Worth tedious Volumes of loose Poetry. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 249 They finish the plastering. .by Trowelling 
and brishing it over with fair Water .. and also brish over 
their new Plastering when they set, or finish it. 1713 STEELE 
Englishm. No. 7. 45 To a good natural Discernment Art 
must therefore be joined to finish a Critick. 1807 W. TayLor 
in Ann. Rev. V. 713 He was compelled by his father to 
finish up “his pottery minutely. 1816 J. Smirn Panorama 
Sc. & Art I. 17 The hole may be finished with a file. 1842 
[see FinGer-NalIL]. 

absol. 1852 Mrs. Cartyite Left. I]. 187 The plasterers 
were... finishing off, and clearing away their scaffoldings. 

b. To complete or perfect the education of (a 


person). 

1734 tr. Rodlix’s Anc. Hist. (1827) IX. v. 169 She sent her 
most illustrious citizens to be finished and refined in Greece. 
1796 Dr. Burney Jetastasio 1. 214 Most of the great 
singers .. had been formed or finished by him. 1814 JANE 
Austen Watsons vii. (1879) 215 The accomplishments which 
are now necessary to finish a pretty woman. a 1839 PraeD 
Poents (1864) 11. 158 Where were you finished? 

ce. To complete or perfect the fatting of (cattle). 

1841 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. I}. u. 226 The cattle. .by means 
of the turnip are ‘finished out’ and in a proper state for the 
butcher in the spring. 1851 /ézd. XII. 11. 334 Many flock- 
masters ‘finish’ their sheep before selling. 1865 /d7d. Ser. 
u. I. 11. 259 If the lambs are well summered it will answer 
to finish them off in the house or yards. s , 

+d. With complement or ¢zfo: To make zo 


by a final operation. Ods. x 

1704 Swirt Battle of Bks. Wks. 1778 1. 427 Polite con- 
versation has finished thee a pedant. 1812 W. Taycor in 
Monthly Mag. XXXIV. 410 This earth is to be finished 
up into one vast terrestrial paradise. 

5. intr, To come to an end, reach the end; to 
cease, leave off. Also with of Also, to end zz 


(something), to end dy (doing something). 
c1450 Merlin iii. 54 They sey thei shull neuer fenisshe 
till thei haue auenged the deth of Aungis. c1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon 1x. 248 And beganne to make so grete 
a sorowe as thoughe all the worlde had fynysshed a fore 
his eyen. 1503 Hawes ZLavamp. Virt, xi. me Infernall 
=e 


FINISHABLE, 


payne that shall not fynysshe. 1527 R. Tuorne His Booke 
in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 253 Which maine land .. finisheth 
in the land which we found. 1563 SHuTE Archit. Dja, 
Wherwith finisheth the first. 1591 Suaxs. 1 Hex. VJ, 11. 
i, 201 Exeter doth wish His dayes may finish, ere the 
haplesse time. 1788 FRANKLIN Aztodiog. Wks. 1840 I. 143 
Partnerships often finish in quarrels. 1829 Lanpor Is. 
(1868) I. 205/2 If we begin to reinstate old words, we shall 
finish by admitting new ones. 1863 Kincstey Water Bad. 
1o Finishing off somewhere between 12 and 4. 1881 Sat. 
Rev, 25 June 818/r Kermesse. . finished a couple of lengths 
in front of Kingdom. ' 

b. Zo finish with: (a) To cease to deal with, 
have done with (0ds.); (6) to complete one’s work 


at or upon. 

1782 Miss Burney Cecilia (1809) 1V. 62 He approved. .of 
her finishing wholly with the old Don. 1823 Soutury Life 
(1850) V. 139 To-night I shall finish with Queen Mary’s 
reign. 

+e. To die. Obs. 

1578 T. N. tr. Cong. W. India Pref. 4 Considering that all 
flesh must finish, I seek for no quiet rest in this transitorie 
life. x6xr SHaxs. Cywzb. v. v. 36 Who with wet cheekes 
Were present when she finish’d. 

+6. trans, (After L. finire.) To assign a limit 
or boundary to; to limit. Obs. rare—}. 

1587 GoLpinc De Mornay iv. 47 So as he finish or bound 
himselfe. 

Finishable (finifab’l), a rare. [f. Frnisu 
v, + -ABLE.] Capable of being finished. 

1831 CARLYLE Lez, 26 Feb. in Froude Zz (1882) II. vii. 
141, I purpose seriously inclining heart and hand to the 
finishing of ‘ Teufelsdréckh’—if indeed it is finishable. 

Finished (firnift), 242. a. [f. as prec. +-ED1.] 

1. In senses of the vb.: a. Brought to a conclu- 
sion, ended. b. Completed. ec. That has passed 
through the last process or stage of manufacture 
or elaboration. 

1583 Stanynurst Aenezs 1. (Arb.) 93 At leingth kept he 
silence, with finnished historye resting. 1682 CreEcH 
Lucretius (1683) 62 End their almost finisht race, and die. 
1801 SoutHEy 7 alaba vit. xxx, From the finish’d banquet 
now The wedding guests are gone, 1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. 
Metall. vii, 185 It is not an uncommon thing ..to purchase 
a finished stove, take it to pieces, and use the .. pieces as 
models, 1857 Mrs. Cartyte Le/?. IL. 338 They most likely 
will not live to see the finished book. 1875 JowEeTtr Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 7 Rather the materials for a work..than a finished 
composition. 1887 Daily News 23 Nov. 2/7 Bleached and 
finished linens are in good request. 

2. Consummate, perfect, accomplished. 

1709 STEELE Tatler No. 126 P1 Lydia isa finished Coquet. 
1718 J. CHAMBERLAYNE Relig. Philos. Pref. (1730) 42 If not 
by finished Atheists, yet at least by unsettled and wavering 
Minds, 1831 Henstow Let. Darwin in Darwin's Life 
§ Lett. (1887) I. 167 Not in the supposition of your being 
a finished naturalist, but as amply qualified for collecting. 
1844 Disraett Coningsby in. ii, The finished gentleman. 
e850 Arad. Nits, (Rtldg.) 236 He possessed a countenance 
of the most finished beauty. 

Finisher (finifoz). [f. as prec. +-ER1.] 

1. One who or that which finishes (in the dif- 
ferent senses of the vb.). 

1526 TinpALe /Yeé. xii. 2 Jesus the auctor and fynnyssher 
of oure fayth. 1587 Gotpinc De Mornay Ep. Ded., God 
the verie founder, furtherer and finisher of trueth. 1597 
Hooker Zccl. Pol. v. xlii. 85 The other a finisher of all his 
troubles. 1667 Mitton P. Z. xu. 375 O Prophet of glad 
tidings, finisher Of utmost hope! 1786 Sir J. Rrynoips 
Disc. xiii. (1876) 69 A portrait by Denner, or any other high 
finisher. 1827 Sporting Mag. XX. 267 By way of a finisher, 
washing. .the flax in the rivers kills hundreds of fish. 1875 
Lowett Sfenser Prose -Wks. (1890) IV. 297 note, With all 
his abundance, he was evidently a laborious finisher. 

2. spec. a. In various trades: The workman, or 
machine, that performs the final operation in 
manufacture. 

1691 SouTHERNE Szv 4. Love 1. i, I am poor Courtant 
your Taylor’s finisher. 1835 Ure Philos. Mani. 169 This 
finisher carding-engine is furnished with finer teeth than 
the scribbler. 1869 T. Leicester in Zug. Mech. 3 Dec. 
282/r It is then passed on to the finisher or workman, 1878 
Ure's Dict. Arts I, 425 The ‘forwarder’ then passes the 
book on to the ‘finisher’, whose duty it is to add the 
required lettering and ornament. 1884 Standard 14 Apr. 
3/7 A strike .. has commenced among the ‘lasters and 
finishers’ of the boot trade. 

b. Finisher of the daw: jocularly, the hangman, 
executioner. 

1708 Morreux Radelais y. Prol. (1737) 57 The Finisher of 
the Law. 1734 Grub St, Frnl. 2 May 1/1, I imagine. .that 
in point of order .. the finisher of the law ought to draw up 
the conclusion. 1833 /raser’s Mag. VIII. 30 Thistlewood 
was suspended by the finisher of the law. 1838 7w7t’s Mag. 
II, 168 It [the Newspaper Press] is the grand inquisitor— 
the expositor—the flagellator—the finisher ! 

c. collog. Something that finishes, discomfits, 
or ‘does for’ any one; ‘a settler’. In Pugilism, 
one who gives a blow that ends a fight; the blow 
so given. 

1817 Sporting Mag. L. 54 As a finisher, there is a great 
analogy between Randall and the late Dutch Sam. 1827 
Itid. XX. 60 He gave him .. four or five such finishers, as 
[etc.]. 1832 Marryat WV. Forster xliv, This conversazione 
was a finisher to Dr, Feasible. 1876 Besanr & Rice Gold, 
Butterfly W11. 106 When I saw her marriage .. I thought it 
was a finisher, 

Finishing (finifin), vd2. 5d. 
-INnG1,] 

1. The action of the vb. Finisu. 

@1535 Fisuer Prayer E iij/t The Smyth .. vseth the 
hammer .. towardes the finishyng of his worke. 1614 T, 


[£ as prec. + 





236 


Jackson Comm. Apostles Creede II. 216 The accom- 
plishment or finishing of his glory. 1672 C. Manners 
in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v.24, I haesten on 
Mr. Cooper all I can to the finishing of my Lady Exesters 
picture. 1757 Foote Author 1. Wks. 1799 I. 135 A sketch 
can never convey him. His peculiarities require infinite 
labour and high finishing. 1886 Athenwum 18 Dec. 832/1 
The cuts are .. as good as photography, delicate finishing, 
and choice modern cutting can make them. 

2. concr. That which completes or gives a finished 
appearance to any kind of work. In Buzlding and 
Carpentry, decoration, ornamental work. In 
Bookbinding, the lettering and omamental work 
on the covers. 

1663 Gerber Counsel 15 If the Builder .. will have the 
Building to have no other finishing. 1712 AppIson Sfect. 
No. 285 P 3 Give the last Finishing to every Circumstance 
in so long a Work. 1766 Enticx London 1V.287 The wain- 
scot and finishing very neat. 1785 J. Puiiirs 7 veat. Inland 
Navig. 25 To have a lawn terminated by water. .is a finish- 
ing, of all others the most desirable. c1850 Rudin. Navig. 
(Weale) 118 /ixishings, the carved ornaments of the quarter- 
galleries. 1884 H. P.Srorrorp in Harfer's Mag. Jan. 181/t 
The house is. .of a pale cream-color, with white finishings. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as jinishing governess, 
machine, master, mortar, wood. Also finishing- 
card (see quot.) ; finishing cloth, calico prepared 
for ‘finishing’; so finishing goods, linens; finish- 
ing-coat, in Buz/ding, the last coating of plaster ; 
finishing-hammer, the last hammer used. by the 
gold-beater; finishing-press (Bookbinding), a 
small press used in the process of ‘finishing’ ; 
finishing-rolls, a second set of rolls in a rolling- 
mill; finishing-school, a school where a pupil’s 
(usually a young lady’s) education is ‘ finished’. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 848/2 *Finishing-card, a 
machine in which the process of carding is repeated. 1892 
Daily News 19 Mar. 5/5 Printers’ and *finishing cloths slow. 
1892 /bid. 6 on 6/4 Printing and *finishing goods slow. 
1862 Times 2 Jan., A *finishing daily governess wishes to 
devote three or four hours every afternoon to the instruction 
of pupils. 1892 Dazly News 5 Mar. 2/7 Cross Channel 
demand for. .*finishing linens, 1869 7ézd. 10 Dec., Double- 
blast thrashing and *finishing machines. 1799 Han. More 
Fem, Educ. (ed. 4) I. 79 All .. have the honour to co- 
operate with a *finishing master, 1662 Grerpier Princ. 19 
Bricks to be daubed over with “finishing Morter. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 250 Vhe finishing Morter to represent 
Stone, should be made of the strongest Lime. 1881 Ray- 
MOND Mining Gloss., *Finishing-rolls. 1836-7 Dickens Sk. 
Boz (1850) 204/2 Vl bring in a bill for the abolition of 
*finishing-schools. 1863 Miss Brappon Eleanor’s Vict. iii, 
He sent his daughters to the most expensive finishing-school 
in Paris. 1887 West Shore 427 The white. .cedar, a splendid 
*finishing wood. 

Finishing, ///. a. [f. as prec.+-1ne2.] That 
finishes ; esf. in (¢o put, give, receive) the finishing 
Ch hand,) stroke or touch. 

1705 StanHore Parafhr. Il. 296 The finishing, or the 
First, act of Repentance. 1707 Reflex. upon Ridicule 330 
A Mind well turn'’d, receives the finishing stroke and polish- 
ing from Science. 1754 A. Murpuy Gray’s-lun Frnl. No. 71 
P 4 In each Species of Writing I have given the finishing 
Hand to some Pieces. 1771 WaLroLe Anecd. Paiiting lV. 
145 (On Gardening), We tire of all the painter’s art when 
it wants these finishing touches. 183: KrBLe Sevsz. v. 
(1848) 106 With the finishing touch .. he completes his 
picture of that intense depravity. 1858 R. S. Surtees 
Ask Mantma\xxxi. 354 To enable them to put the finishing 
stroke to their respective arrangements. 

+Finishment. Ods. [f. as prec. + -MENT.] 
End, finishing, completion ; death. 

c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Kut. 499 Pe forme to be fynisment 
foldez ful selden. 1448 Wid of Hen. VI in Willis & Clark 
Canbridge 1. 353 After the finisshement of the edifications 
of oonof the same Colleges. ¢1450 Merlin 23 Merlyn began to 
telle of the fynyshment of Joseph. 1559 App. PARKER Corr. 
(Parker Soc.) 105 To the finishment and stay of that offen- 
dicle. 1648 W. Mountacue Devoute Ess. 1. xviii. § 3. 336 
None must undertake this edifice, but after computation of 
the pertinences requisite for the finishment, 

Finite (foinoit), a. and sé. Also 5-6 fynyte. 
[ad. L. fenzt-us, pa. pple. of frrzve to put an end 
to, bound, limit, f, 7722s end, limit.] 

A. adj 


+1. Fixed, determined, definite. Ods. 

1493 Festivall(W. de W. 1515)79 There was made a fynyte 
loveday betwene the kyng & Thomas. 1603 HoLLanp 
Plutarch’s Mor. 1191 Giving us assurance of that which is 
finite and determinate. 1680 H. More Afocal. Afpoc. 334 
A finite vast number is here put for an indefinite numerous 
multitude. 

2. Having bounds, ends, or limits; bounded, 
limited; opposed to zz/inzte. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay iv. 42 For if any of them [per- 
fections] be finite, then he is not infinite. 1651 Hoppes 
Leviath. i. iii, 11 Whatsoever we imagine, is Finite. 1692 
Bentiey Serm. Folly of Atheism vi. 2x That supposed In- 
finite Duration will, .be limited at two Extremes..and con- 
sequently must needs be Finite. 1854 MosrLey Astvo7. iii. 
(ed. 4) 11 The surface of the earth is finite in every direc- 
tion, 

b. Having an existence subject to limitations 
and conditions. 

1633 G. Herpert Temple, Artillerie iv, 1 am but finite, 
yet ‘hina infinitely. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 421 ? 7 The 
whole Heaven or Hell of any finite Being. 1809-10 CoLr- 
RIDGE Friend (1865) 67 OF eternity and self-existence what 
other likeness is possible in a finite being, but immortality 
and moral self-determination? 1878 Jowrrr Plato (ed. 2) 
I, 416 Of the absolute goodness of any finite nature we can 
form no conception, 








FINITIMATE. 


3. Afath. Of aline: Terminated. Of a quantity, 
number, distance: Limited, neither infinite nor 
infinitesimal. Of a group: Containing a limited 
number of substitutions. Ofa solution: Resulting 
in a finite quantity. /%z¢fe podits : such as are not 
at an infinite distance apart. JLndle series (see 
quot. ¢ 1865). 


1870 Bittincstry Exclid 1. Post. ii. 6 To produce a right 
line finite, straight forth continually. 1660 Barrow Luclid 
1. i, Upon a finite right line .. to describe an equilateral 
triangle. 1840 LARDNER Geom 276 ‘The distance V F, re- 
mains finite. c1865 Czrc. Sc. I. 573/1 A series is called 
a finite series when it has an assignable last term. 1885 
LeupesporF Cremona’s Proj. Geont. 139 ‘Vwo other finite 
points on the curve. J/d7d. 265 The finite segment “7” is 
cut or not by the tangents according as the conic is a hyper- 
bola or an ellipse. 1885 Watson & Bene Th. 
Electr. §& Magn. 1. 38 It may be proved that ne is the 
only finite integral solution in w of the equation. 1893 A. R. 
Forsytu 7h. Functions 587 These finite discontinuous groups 
are of importance on the theory of polyhedral functions. 

4. Gram. Of a verb: Limited by number and 
person ; not in the infinitive mood. 

1795 L. Murray Gram. Syntax 86 A simple sentence has in 
it but one subject, and one finite verb. 1798 /é7d. (ed. 4) 11. 
113 oe, Finite verbs are those to which number and person 
Rr : 

. Afusic. (See quot.) 

1869 OusELEY Counter. xv. 105 If the canon is concluded 
by a coda, it is called Finite. 

§] App. misused for z7zfinzte. 

a1400 Cov, Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 93 That it may plese his 
fynyte deyte Knowleche in this to sendyn us. 

B. quasi-sd. 

1. The adj. used absolutely. 

1687 DrypEN Hind § P.1. 105 But how can finite grasp 
Infinity? 1690 Locke Hum. Und. 1. xv. § 12 Finite of any 
Magnitude, holds not any proportion to infinite. 1825 CoLE- 
RIDGE Aids Reff. (1836) 155 Reasoning from finite to finite,’ 
on a basis of truth .. will always lead to truth. 1847 Emer- 
son Poems, Threnody Wks. (Bohn) I. 492 My servant Death, 
with solving rite, Pours finite into infinite. 

b. The finete: that which is finite. 

1845 Maurice Mor. § Met. Philos. in Encycl. Metrop. il. 
575/r The finite and the infinite are both alike thoughts of 
our own. 1875 JoweTT Plato (ed. 2) 1V.9 To us, the notion 
of infinity is subsequent rather than prior to the finite. 

2. A finite thing; a finite being: see A. 2. 

a1619 Fotuersy A theonz: 1. x. § 4 (1622) 309 All termes, 
and all indeterminations, all finites and all infinites. 1648 
Boyie Seraph. Love xxvi. (1700) 154 It being impossible for 
an Aggregate of Finites to comprehend .. one Infinite. 
1846 [see FiniTED A442. a). 

Finite (foinoit), v. [f prec.; or f. ppl. stem 
of L. finire.] trans. To make finite ; to subject 
to limitations. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 47 The matter doth finite, and 
contract the amplitude of the forme. 1847 BusHNELL Ch7 
Nurt. 1. v. (1861) 318 The Lord to be is there, there to per- 
sonate and finite himself. 1867 Aug. Leader 20 Apr. 224 
There are two sides—a divine side and a human side .. the 
latter being finited, attempered, and dimmed. 

Hence Fi-nited pf/. a. 

1846 CLissoLp tr. Swedenbore’s Principia 1. iii. 81 In 
relation to things much finited and compounded, this finite 
is as it were nothing ;..nevertheless it is a something and a 
finited ens. 1868 Contemp. Rev. VIII. 617 To find God 
finited in Nature. 1884 Gosp. Divine Humanity iii. 60 
Man in his finited state is dust of the ground. 5 

[Finiteless: a spurious word in the Dictionaries. 

Cited by Johnson from Sir T. Browne (Pseud. Ef, 1. ii, 
where the real reading is ‘ fruitlesse’).] 

Finitely (foinoitli),.adv. [f. as prec. + -LY 2.] 
In a finite manner or degree. 

1654 Jer. Taytor Neal Presence xi. 216 Christ moved 
finitely by dimensions, and change of places. 1677 Hate 
Prim. Orig. Man, i. v. 114 Within such a compass as is 
finitely distant from this hour. 1736 Butter Axa. v. 130 
Such creatures would be made upright or finitely perfect. 
1748 Hartley Odserv. Man u1. ii. 185 The Balance will ulti- 
mately be in favour of each Individual finitely. 

Finiteness (foinoitnés). [f. as prec. +-NESS.] 
The quality or condition of being finite ; the con- 
dition of being limited in space, time, capacity, ete. 

1601 Deacon & Waker Spirits § Divels 89 It ariseth.. 
from the finitenesse, and dimensiuenesse of the angelicall 
nature. 1708 BERKELEY Commonpl. Bk. Wks. 1871 1V. 490 
Finiteness of our minds no excuse for the geometers. 1886 
Procror Fam. Sc. Stud. 5 No theory of the finiteness of 
space can possibly be more utterly inconceivable than the 
idea of infinite space itself. 

Finitesimal (foinitesimal), a. Math. - [f. 
FInitE @., after mllesimal, etc.] Denoted by the 
ordinal of a finite number. 

1861 H. J. S. Smitu 7%. Numbers wu. in Rep. Brit. Assoc. 
326 Any term which occupies a finitesimal place in any one 
arrangement should occupy a finitesimal place in every other 
arrangement. : oe5 P 

4 ?Erroneously used for zzfinitesimal, in the 
sense ‘exceedingly minute’. 

1836 E. Howarp &. Reefer xxxvii, A spasmodic contraction 
of the finitesimal nerves. 

+Fini'timate, a. Ods. [f. L. finitim-us border- 
ing upon+-ATE2.] Bordering, neighbouring, close 
by. Const, Zo, 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 2t We finde the seuenth 
[vertebra]. .finitimate, and next adioyning to the Vertebres 
of the brest. Zézd. 11. 9 This middle Cartilage is to the 
bony. .diuision of the nose aunswerable, and very finitimate. _ 





FINITIVE. 


+ Finitive, z. Ods. Also 6 finative, finityve. 
[ad. L. frnitiv-ws defining. ] 

1. a. Definitive, final. b. Defining. 

1593 Ricu Greenes Newes F b, Richard had no sooner thus 
added his finative concluison, but [etc]. 1656 Brount 
Glossogr., Finitive, which defines or determines. 1730-6 
Battey (folio), /zztive, defining. 

q 2. Erroneous uses: a. Put for L. fiitdmus : 
Of or belonging to the frontier. b, ?=FInIcau. 

1549 Compl, Scot. xx. 166 ‘The fyrst sort of battellis and 
veyris that broucht the romans to ruuyne, vas callit battellis 
finityuis, A finibus. 1640 R. Braruwair (‘ Phil. Panedonius’) 
Boulstey Lect.67 The Tale of that Finitive Girle [app.= 
affecting fine language]. 

+ Finitor. 00s. Astron. [a. L. finitor, agent-n. 
f. fintre to bound; a literal transl. of Gr. épi¢wy 
Horizon.] The horizon. 

1594 Biunpevit vere. vi. Introd. (ed. 7) 604 The other 
Crosse Diameter. .signifieth the Horizon, which for distinc- 
tions sake is otherwise called the Finitor. 1671 FLAMSTEED 
in Rigaud Corr, Sez. Men (1841) 11. 124 Not thinking but 
that the appearance. .would be invisible as celebrated under 
our finitor. 1688 R. Horme Arvmoury m1. 147/1 In Terms 
of Art used by Limners..Finitor [is the] Horizon. 1704 J. 
Harris Lex. Techn., Finitor, the same with Horizon. 

Finitude (fvnitizd). [f. Finrre+-rupr.] The 
condition or state of being finite; the condition of 
being subject to limitations ; = FINITENESS. 

1644 R. Harwoop David's Sauct. 13 The finitude of the 
King’s presence. 1677 Gate Crt. Gentiles I. wv. 514 Void 
of al power and composition, and therefore of al finitude 
and limitation, 1733 Cueyne Lng. Malady 1. viii. § 4 (1734) 
73 It seems Precision is a Contradiction to Finitude. 1836 
Sir G. Heap Some Tour 128 Those catastrophes which 
-. serve to remind man of the finitude of his wisdom, 1842 
De Morcan Diff. & Int. Calculus 66 The values of x which 
satisfy such a condition are separated by intervals of finitude. 
1878 Newcoms Pop, Astron, Iv. iii. 505 This idea of the fini- 
tude of space. 

Finity (finiti). f[ad. OF. findté, f. fini (pa. 
pple. of 77227 to bound) Finite @.] = prec. 

1675 BurtHoccE Causa Dei Ep. Ded. A iij b, The Finity 
of Sin, that in its own Nature cannot Merit an Infinite 
Punishment. 1813 Bussy Lwcretiuvs I. 1081 The laws of 
nature Finity oppose. 1855 Miss Coppe /u¢uit. Mor. 17 
Creatures .. exposed by the finity of their natures to con- 
tinual temptations, 

Finjan: see FINGAN. 

Finkle (fityk’l). Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 3 fene- 
cel, 4 fenkil, 5 fenkylle, 4-6, 9 fenkel, 5-6 
fenkell(e, 6 fyncle, 6,9 finckle, 6 finkil, 7-9 
finkel, finkle. See also Fennen. [ME. fenecel, 
ad. L. feniculum: see FENNEL. The immediate 
source may be continental Teut.; cf. Du. venkel, 
OHG. fenachal, finachal, mod. Ger. fenchel.] = 
FENNEL I. 

_¢1265 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 556 Heniculum, fenecel. ¢1440 
Promp. Parv. 1§5/2 Fenkylle, feniculum, 1567 MarLet 
Gr. Forest 42 Fenkell is an Herbe of the Gardaine and fielde 
common to them both. 1659 Rowsotruam Gate Lang. Und. 
xii. § 132 These are spices; Pepper. .fenil or finkel, thyme. 
1883 Almondbury Gloss., Finkel, fennel. 

attrib. c1350 Med. MS. in Archxol. XXX. 351 Take 
y° jus of fenkel rote And droppyn in y® eyne. 1362 LancL. 
2. Pl. A.v.156 A Ferping-worp of Fenel-seed [v.7, fenkil seed], 

Finks: see FunKs. 

Finless (firnlés), a, [f. Fin 5d.+-Luss.] With- 
out a fin or fins. 

1596 Suaxs, 1 Hen. IV, ut. i. 151 A finne-lesse Fish. 1775 
in AsH. 1863 C. A. Jouns Home Walks 159 A thin cylin- 
drical fish. . with a blunt head and finless tail, 

Finlet (finlet). [dim. of Fry.] A small fin. 

1874 J. G. Woop Wat. Hist. 579 Delicate filamentary 
finlets. .decorate the tail in some species. 

Finn, Fin (fin). [OE. /znas pl., correspond- 
ing to ON. Finnr, Sw., Da., Ger. F2zne. 

In the first and second centuries the name is recorded as 
L. Fenni (Tac.), Gr. ®ivvor (Ptol.), Presumably of Teut. 
origin ; some have conjectured that it is related by ablaut 
to Fen sd.] ; fae 

The name used by the Teut. nations for an indi- 
vidual of a people in North-Eastern Europe and 
Scandinavia, calling themselves Szomz or Stome- 
laisset, and speaking a language of the Ural-Altaic 
class. Often applied more widely to include other 
peoples closely allied ethnically and linguistically 
to the Finns proper or Suomi. 

¢893 K. Atrrep Ors. 1. i, (Sweet) 17 Pa Finnas .. & pa 
Beormas spreecon neah an zepeode, r599 tr. K. “Ufred’s 
Oreos. in Hakluyt Voy. I. He iudged, that the Fynnes and 
Biarmes speake but one language. 1854 Laruam in Syzith’s 
Dict. Cl. Geog. 1. 894 Finn is not the name by which either 
the Finlanders or the Laplanders know themselves. It is 
the term by which they are known to the Northmen. 

Finn: see FInnNIp. 

Finnac(k: see Finnoc. 

Finnan (finan). Also findhorn, findram, 
fintrum, findon, finnon. [A place-name used 
attrib.: app. orig.the name of the river Fzdhorn, or 
of a place so called on its banks ; but confused with 
Findon, the name of a village in Kincardineshire. ] 
A haddock cured with the smoke of green wood, 
turf, or peat earth. More fully jixnan-haddock 
(-haddie), -spelding. 

«1774 Frrcusson Leith Races Poems (1845) 33 The 
Buchan bodies .. Their bunch o’ findrams cry. 181x W. 
Tuom Hist. Aberdeen Il, 170 Findon haddocks are .. 
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esteemed a great delicacy. 1816 Scorr Av?ig. xxvi, The 
elder girl.. was preparing a pile of Findhorn haddocks 
(that is, haddocks smoked with green wood), 186z RAMSAY 
Remin. v. (ed. 18) 121 ‘Findon,’ or ‘ Finnan haddies,’ are 
split, smoked, and partially dried haddocks. 1873 J. G. 
Bertram Harvest of Sea 205 Genuine Finnans, smoked in 
the original way by means of peat-reek. 1893 7Zes 13 Dec. 
3/6 Central Fish Market.. Aberdeen finnons sold well. 

Finned (find). [f. Fin sé.+-2p2,.] Having 
a fin or fins (see senses of Fry sé.). Also in para- 
synthetic derivatives, as prickly-, red-finned. 

1340-70 Alex. §& Dind. 298 Of pe finnede fihcs our fode to 
lacche. 1611 Cotcr., Perche de mer, a wholesome, rough- 
find .. rocke-fish, 1707 Mortimer //2s6, 61 They.. plough 
up the Turf with a broad finned Plough. 1774 Gotpsm. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) VI. 303 The fish that have bony prickly 
fins, are called Prickly Finned Fish. 1785 Grose Dict, 
Vulgar Tongue s.v. Fin, A one finned fellow, a man who 
has lostanarm, 1864 Boutet, Heraldry Hist. § Pop. xxi. 
§ x1. (ed. 3) 369 Dolphins .. finned and ducally crowned or, 
1868 Morris Larthly Par. I. 313 Seeing The red-finned 
fishes o’er the gravel play. 

Finner (firna1). [f. Fry sd. +-2R1,] 

1. A name given to whales of the genus Balenop- 
tera, esp. the Rorqual, from the fact of their having 
a dorsal fin. Also finner-whale. 

1793 Statist. Acc. Scotl. V. 190 These [whales] commonly 
measure from 60 to go feet in length and are denominated 
finners. 1822 Scorr Pirate ii, The Berserkars used to .. 
snap them [swords and spears] all up into pieces, as a 
finner would go through a herring net. 1855 E. Forbes 
Lit. Papers v. 152 The mighty finners (Balxnopitera), whose 
prodigious fleetness makes them too dangerous to encounter, 
1865 A thenvum No. 1987. 732/3 Skeleton of a finner whale. 
1880 Daily News 8 Dec. 6/7 The great northern Rorqual 
Razorback, or ‘ Finner’. 

2. =Finnoc. 

1803 J. Mackenzir Prize Ess. Highi. Soc. Us 377 Finners 
or finnocs, which usually abound in every salmon river, have 
fins of a yellow colour. 

Finnic (finik), @ Also 7 Finnonick. [f. 
Finn+-1c, The form Fzznonick is ad. mod.L. 
Finnonicus, £. Finno Finn; cf. Lapponic.] a. 
Pertaining tothe Finns, Finnish. b. Now usually, 
Pertaining to the group of peoples ethnically allied 
to the Finns, or to that division of the Ural-Altaic 
languages to which Finnish belongs. 

1668 WiLkins Real Cham. 1. i. § iii. 4 The Finnic [language] 
used in Finland and Lapland. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland 
76 The Finnonick Language. 1878 V. Amer. Rev. CX XVI. 
368 The Lesghian and other tongues of the Caucasus, by 
some pretended to be of Finnic origin. é oe 

Hence Fi‘nnicize v. once-wd., to give a Finnish 
form to. 

1827 Westnt. Rev. VII. 320 The foreign names. .have been 
gradually finnicized, and zddia is now written Piplia. 

Finnicking, finnikin : see FINIcKING. 

Finnier, var. of FINEER v., Ods. 

+Finnimbrun. Oés. rave—*. [Of arbitrary 
formation: cf. conzmbrum, var. of CONUNDRUM.] 
A trifle, a gimcrack. 

1653 Watton Angler (1676) 263 He saw Ribbins and 
Looking-glasses .. and Hobbyhorses..and all the other 
finnimbruns that make a compleat Country Fair ; 

Finnip. sang. Also finn, finny. [Said to 
be a Yiddish pronune. of Ger. fzizf five.] A five- 

ound note. 

1846 R. L. SNowpEn Magistr. Assist. 346, 1 .. got six 
Finnips and a Cooter for the Yacks. 1865 MayHEw Lond. 
Labour I11. 396 The notes were all finnies (45 notes), and 
a good imitation. 1879 Macw. Mag. Oct. 505/1 Fifty quid 


in double finns. 
Finnish (finif), a. [f. Fryn+-1su; cf. ON. 


Linnskr, Sw., Da. Finske, Ger. Finnisch.| Pertain- 
ing to the Finns; rarely in wider sense = FInnIc b. 
Also adsol. quasi-sb., the Finnish language. 

1789-96 Morse Am, Un. Geog. XI. 84 The Ostiaks, who 
are likewise a Finnish race. a@ 1845 Hoop Sir ¥. Bowring 
24 Although you should begin in Dutch, and end (like me) 
in Finnisu., 1856 Gazetteer of the World Ill. 359 The 
Finnish peasantry, 

Finnoc (fingk). Also 8 finnac(k, -eck, -ock, 
8-9 phin(n)ock. [a. Gael. fonnag, f. fonn white.]} 
‘A white trout, a variety of the Salmo fario’ 

am.). 

Slt Eee Tour Scotl. (1794) 230 Phinocs are taken 
here in great numbers. 1792 Statist. Acc. Scotd. III. 360 
A trout called a finneck..appearsin.. July and August. 1834 
Jarvine in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club 1. No. 2. 51 This fish 
I consider to be the Salmo albus of Fleming. .the Phinnock 
of the north and west of Scotland. cx18s0 Nat. Encycé, I. 
38 The river abounds with trout, finnock, eels. 

Finny (fini), a. [f. Fin sd.+-¥1.] 

1. Provided with or having fins ; finned. 

1590 SPENSER F, Q. ul. viii. 29 Proteus..Along the fomy 
waves driving his finny drove. 1695 BLackmMorEe Pr. Arth. 
Iv. 52 The Finny or the Feather’d Kind. 1850 BLackie 
i schylus 1, 142 With finny monsters teems the sea. 

b. zonce-use. Of a person: With arms like fins, 

1883 F. M. Crawrorp Dy. Claudius vii, Miss Skeat .. 
looked tall and finny. 

2. Of the nature of a fin; like a fin. 

1648 Herrick Hesper. (1869) 338 Never againe shall I with 
finnie-ore Put from or draw unto the faithfull shore. 1668 
Wivxins Real Char. 133 Finny substances, standing out 
from each side like Wings. * 

3. a. Of or pertaining to fish. b. Teeming with 
fish. Cf. FIN 5d. 1 c. 

1764 Gotpsm. 7vav, 187 He..With patient angle, trolls 








FIPENNY. 


the finny deep. 1831 Blackw, Mag. XXX. 965 Instinctive 
all with finny life. 1867 J. B. Rose tr. Virgil’s 4neid 99 
The headlong osprey. .skimis the finny flood. 

+ Finny, virnny, 2.2 Obs. exc. dial. [OE. 
Synzz, f. fyne mould. Cf. Fenny.] Mouldy. 

@1722 Vinney [see Finewy]. 186r Ramsay Remzin, Ser. 1. 
p- xxix, ‘I can’t eat un [a loaf], zur: it be soa vinny.’ Idis- 
covered that he meant ‘mouldy’. 1863 Barnes Dorset Diad, 
97 Blue vinny, or vinnied, cheese. 

Finny: see FInnip. 

|| Finochio (fing‘kio). Also 8 fenochia, -io, 
-occhio, finocha, finochi, 8-9 fin(n)ochia. [It. 
Jinocchio:—popular L. fenoclum: see FENNEL. | 
The sweet fennel (avzculum dulce); also called 


the dwarf or French fennel. 

1723 R. Dicsy Let. to Pope 14 Aug. How spring the 
Brocoli and the Fenochio, 1767 J. ABERcromBIr Lv. A/ax 
own Gardener (1803) 658/1 Hinochio, or French fennel; for 
soups, sallads, etc. 1796 C. MarsHati Garden. xvi. (1813) 
267 Finochio is a sort of dwarf fennel. 1847 Craic, /v- 
nochia, a variety of fennel. 

+Finter-fa‘nter. Ods. 
plication of unmeaning sounds. 
FADDLE.] The name of a herb. 

2a 1400 {see FETTERFOE]. 

|| Fio‘cco. Ods. Also 7 erron. fiocchio. [It. 
Jfiocco (pl. focchz): see FLOCK sb.2]_ A tassel. 

1694S Jounson Notes Past. Let. Bp. Burnet 1. 2 Fiocchio’s 
or Cardinals Horse-top-knots. 1714 ist. Mitre § Purse 30 
A Cardinals Horse with his Fiocco upon him. 

+ Fiole. Ods. Also 4-5 fyole, viol(e, fiolle, 
6 fyoyle. [a. OF. fiole, phiole = Pr. fiola, med.L. 

Jiola (class. L. phiala, Gr. idan): see PHIAL, 
Viau.] A bowl, cup, or phial. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 1476 Fyoles fretted with flores 
& fleez of golde. @1375 Yoseph Arim. 290 Sencers .. and 
a viole of sence. 1382 Wyciir Vz. vii. 13 A siluern fiole 
[1388 viol], hauynge seuenti sicles aftir the peyse of the 
seyntuarye. c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xi. 43, xil. fiolles of 
gold. 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 583 (ola, a ffyole or a 
cruet. 1490 Caxton Lxeydos xiii. 47 The fyole fulle of the 
holi libacion. 1541 R. CorLanp Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg., 
A glasse full, or the mountenaunce of a fyoyle. i 

Fion. A piececut from a fish and used for bait. 

1875 Witcocks Sea-Fishernt, 137 This [mackerel] bait is 
termed a last, lask, float, or fion. 

Fiond, obs. form of FIEND. 

Fiord, fjord (fyoe1d). Also 8 fuir,9 fyord. [a. 
Norw. jord:—ON. fjprdr:—prehistoric *ferpu-z.] 
A long, narrow arm of the sea, running up between 
high banks or cliffs, as on the coast of Norway. 

1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland 147 Till it comes to Titus-fiord. 
1742 Mippteton in PAil. Trans. XLII. 167 These Shores 
have many Inlets or Fuirs. 1818 E. Henberson /celand 
I. p. vi, The Faxe Fiord abounds with lava. 1853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. x\viii. (1856) 447 Those great indentations 
known as the Fiords. 1865 Luspock Preh. Times 81 In 
the sheltered and shallow fjords of Denmark, the sea is 
generally calm. ; : 

b. atirib., as fiord-mouth ; fiord-like adj. 

1883 Pall Mall G. 7 May 4/2 Coal Harbour is situated on 
the same fiordlike Burrard Inlet. 1887 /did. 23 Aug. 6/1 
Islands .. lying in the fjord-mouths. 

Fiorin (foi‘drin). [App. a corruption of Ir. 
fiorthan long coarse grass.] A species of grass 
(Agrostis stolonifera or alba). Also fiortn-grass. 

1809 W. RicHARDSON in Farmers’ Mag. X. 503 The variety 
of Irish grass called Fiorin. 1812 Examiner 7 Sept. 563/2 
The wheat has been fairly eaten out by the couch and /orviz 
grass, 1856 W. ALLINGHAM in AZhenxunz 26 July 931 The 
clover and the fiorin deep. 1866 Avening Star 24 Mar., 
The fiorin grass, which some farmers anathematise as a weed. 

Fiorite (fiderait). Azz. [Named by Thomson 
1796 from Santa Fior-a, its locality: see -1TE.] 
An incrustation formed from the decomposition of 
the siliceous minerals of volcanic rocks about 
fumaroles, or from the siliceous waters of hot 
springs. 

1808 T. ALttan Miz. Nomen. 52 Miiller’s glass, or Lava 
glass..Fiorite. 1830 Lyert Prizc. Geol. I, 214 A siliceous 
incrustation, first noticed by Dr. Thompson under the name 
of fiorite, 1884 Dana 77. 199 The original fiorite. occurs 
in tufa. 

| Fioritura (figrit#ra). Pl. fioriture. [It. 
Jioritura, f. fortre to flower.] A florid ornament 
or embellishment in music. Usually 7. 

1841 Lavy Biessincton /dler in France 1. 220 The only 
defect I can discover in her singing is an excess of froriturt, 
@1859 Dr Quincey Conversation Wks. XIV. 155 ‘These zvz- 
Promptu torrents of music create rapturous forviture. 

transf. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets x. 323 The modern poet 
[endeavours]. .to embroider their materials with the dazzling 
Jioriture of his invention. ; 

Fip (fip). U.S. [short for /ippenny bit.] (See 
quot. 1860.) 

1860 BARTLETT Dict, Amer., Fippenny Bit, or contracted, 
Fp, fivepence. In Pennsylvania, and several of the Southern 
States, the vulgar name for the Spanish half-real. 1876 
T. Hitt True Order Studies (1878) 49 The..fips and eleven- 
penny bits of fifty years ago. 

Hence Fi‘psworth, as much as may be bought or 
sold for a ‘fip’. 

1844 Maury Let. to. A. Maury 23 June, in Corbin Life 
(x888) 48 If nonsense will sell at all, 1 am sure you have 
here three fipsworth of it. 

Fipenny (fipéni). s/azg. Also fi’penny, fip- 
pen(n)y. [Corruption of FIvE-PENNY.] (See quots.) 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Fi’penny, a clasp-knife, 


[A jingling redu- 
Cf. FIDDLE- 


FIPPENCE. 


1889 Barrine & LeLrann Slang, Fifenny (thieves), a clasp 
knife. ‘he term is in common use in Australia, where it 
was introduced by the convicts, 

Fi‘ppence. Collog. [Corruption of five pence.] 
= Five pence. 

1607 R. C. World of Wonders 50 Women gorgeously ap- 
parelled, finicall and fine as fippence. x72r J. Kevty Scot. 
Prov. 18 As fine as Fippence, you'll give a Groat raking. 
1823 Blackw, Mag. X11. 457 On leaving the lush-crib, we 
can figure them giving fippence to the drawer, 

Fipple (fip’l), sb. Also Sc. faiple, [Cf. Icel. 
Jlipi lip of a horse.] 

+1. The plug at the mouth of a wind-instrument, 
by which its volume was contracted. Ods. rare}. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 161 Let there be a Recorder made 
with two Fipples, at each end one. ve 

2. north, dial. ‘The underlip in men and ani- 
mals, when it hangs down large and loose’ (Jam.). 
To hang a (the, one’s) fipple : to look disappointed, 
discontented, or sulky; also, to weep. 

1805 A. Scorr Poems 23 (Jam.) Condemned to hang a 
faiple. 1825 Brockett VV. Country Gloss., ‘See how he 
hangs his fipple.” 1892 WMorthumb. Gloss. s.v. ‘What a 
fipple !’—what a face you’re making. 

3. dial. (See quot.) 

1892 Vorthunb. Gloss., After stooks of corn remain stand- 
ing for a time, the bottoms of the sheaves become naturally 
longer on the outside than the inside, which is called their 
*fipple’. 

+ Fipple, v. Sc. Obs. Also 6 fepple. [Cf. 
Sw. fiipa to weep with distortion of the mouth.] 
intr. ? To whimper, whine; ? to slaver, dribble. 

14.. Peebles to Play xxv, He fippilit like ane faderles fole, 
1508 Dunpar 7uva Mariit Wemen 114 He feppillis like a 
farcy aver, that flyrit on a gillot. 

Fir (fo1). Forms: 3-8 firr, 4 fer, south. ve(e)r, 
4-5 fyr(re, south. vyrre, 4-7 firre, (6 fire, 7 fyre), 
7 fur, 4- fir. (ME. jirr, frre, perh. repr. OE. 
*fyre or ON. fyrt- (in combs. fyriskégr fir-wood, 
etc.; cf. Da. fyr):—OTeut. *furhjon- f. *furhd, 
forhd, whence OE. furh(wudu), OHG. forha 
(MHG, worhe, Ger. fohre), ON., Norw., Sw. fura. 
For the formation cf. Burcu, OE. déce:—*békj6n 
f. bdkd (Ger. buche). 

A form differing in ablaut-grade is OHG. vereh-eih os 
early mod.Ger. ferch), Lombard fereha, all denoting a kind 
of oak (L. wsculus). The L. guercus oak is doubtless cog: 
nate.] 

1. The name giyen to a number of coniferous 
trees, of different genera. Scotch Fir (Pinus 
sylvestris), a native of Arctic Europe and Asia; 
perhaps indigenous in a few spots of northern 
Britain; called also Scotch Pine. Silver Fir 
(Abies pectinata), a native of the mountainous 
parts of middle and southern Europe; so called 
from its whiteness under the leaves. Szlver Jur 
of Canada (Abies balsamea), a small tree which 
furnishes ‘Canada balsam.’ Spruce Fir (Picea 
excelsa), a native of northern and mountainous 
central Europe; called also Morway Spruce. 

(The first quot. is doubtful: the word may be Far.) 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 11501 (Gott.) [Rekels] .. es a gum bat 
cummes offirr. c1381 Cuaucer Parl, Foules 179 The sayling 
firr. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R.xvu. iv. (Tollem. MS.), 
Veer [1535 Fer] is a tre bat streccheb in lengbe upwarde. 
@ 1490 Boroner /¢27, (1778) 175 Arbores et mastys de vyrre 
cum anchoris jacent. 1530 Patscr. 220/2 Fyrre a tree, 
Sappin, 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. i. 9 ‘The firre that weepeth 
stil. 1624 Carr. Smitu Virginia 1.19 The rocky clifts .. 
overgrown with Firre. 1713 C’ress WINCHELSEA JZisc. 
Poems 188 The silver Firr dotes on the stately Pine. 2777 
Hunter in PAil, Trans. LX VIII, 47 Spruce fir, Scotch fir, 
Silver fir, Weymouth fir, 1794 Martyn Roussean’s Bot. 
xxviii. 446 Silver Fir is so named from the whiteness of the 
leaves underneath. 1846 J. Baxrer Libr. Pract. Agric. 
I. 267 ‘As a nurse’..‘no other tree equals the Scotch fir,’ 
1877 Bryant Odyss. Vv. 290 Firs that reach the clouds. 

2. The wood of any of these trees. L27-22-bond, 
‘aname given to lintels, bond-timbers, wall-plates, 
and indeed all timbers built in walls’ (1846 Buchanan 
Technol. Dict.). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. cxxi. (1495) 684 The 
ver rotyth anone vnder erthe. 1611 Biste 1 A7zgs vi. 15 
Hee .. couered the floore of the house with plankes of firre. 
1677 YARRANTON Exg?. [niprov. 69 Many Citiessare built of 
Fir. 1823 P. Nicnorson Pract. Build. 261 The fir which 
is mostly used in carpentry is distinguished by the name of 
Memel Fir. 

b. Sc.=candle-fir: see CANDLE sé, 7. 

1813 W, Beattie £uxtertain. §& Instruct. Tales 1. 31 Pate 
- but-a-house dare hardly look, But had, and snuff the fir. 

3. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib. : (sense 1), 
as ee -clump, -cone (hence fiv-coning, nonce- 
wd.), -gvecn, -plantation, -seed, -top, -wood; (sense 
2), as fir-lathing, -plank, -pole, -timber; P. instru- 
mental or parasynthetic, as /i7-bordered, -built, 
-scented, -topped adijs. 

1840 Mrs. Norton Dream 2 The changeful beams still 
play'’d On the “fir-bark. 1891 Daily News 7 Sept. 2/1 Along 
the *fir-bordered road. 1867 Smyru Sailor's Word-bk., *ir- 
built, constructed of fir. 1842 Faper Styrian Lake 356 
Groupes of birch .. Rise up .. Among the “*fir-clumps dark, 
1818 Keats Endy. 1, 256 Oak-apples, and *fir-cones brown. 
x819 Miss Mirrorp in L7/é (1870) II. 56, I like it [reading] 
+, better than *fir-coning—better than violeting, 1884 
Girl's Own Paper 29 Nov. 136/1 The newest greens are 
called cresson and ‘“fir-green’, 1884 Health Exhib, Catal, 








238 


84/1 Webbing made of reed and used in substitution of 
*fir-lathing, 1855 H. Crarke Dict. s.v. Fir, *Fir-plank. 
1824 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 61 The dark 
verdure of the *fir-plantations. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
177 The Pole is commonly made of a *Fir-pole. 1823 P. 
Nicuotson Pract. Build. 223 Fir-poles, small trunks of fir- 
trees. 1880 Ourpa AZoths I1. 384 He was thinking of green, 
cool, dusky, *fir-scented Ischl. 1664 Evetyn Aad. Hort. 
(1729) 196 *Vir-seeds. 1858 Skyring’s Builders’ Prices 62 
Memel and all other “fir timbers. 1855 Kincstey Heroes 
1, 212 Upon the *fir-tops hung the bones of murdered men, 
1886 Pall Mall G, 28 Aug. 3/2 The *fir-topped hill that shuts 
out the view of the lake. c1g40 Letanp /#ix. vit. (1744) 22 
Ther be founde in Morisch and Mossy Grounde .. *}yr- 
woodde Rootes. 161x Biste 2 Sav. vi. 5 Instruments made 
of Firre-wood. 1877 Brack Green Past. ii. (1878) 12 That 
distant line of firwood on the horizon, : 
4. Special comb.: as fir-apple, -ball, the fruit 
of the fir-tree; a fir-cone; + fir-beech, the lime 
or linden tree (L. /2lia) ; fir-bob=/ir-apple; fir- 
brush (see quot.); fir-candle=Fir 2 b; fir- 
cedar (see quot.); fir club-moss =/i7-moss ; fir- 
deal, a deal or plank of fir; also, fir-wood cut 
in planks; fir-marigold (see quot.); fir-moss 
(see quot.) ; fir-needle (see quot.) ; fir-pine= 1; 
fir-rape, a parasitic plant on roots of fir and beech 
(Ly popithys multiflora) ; fir-spell dial, = Fir 2 b 
(in quot. referring to fir-roots so used), Also Fir- 


TREE, 

1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 147 The Fir-Tree 
.. bears a scaly Fruit of a piramidal Figure, call’d the *Fir- 
Apple. 1878 Brirren & Hotianp Plant-n, 184 Fir Apple 
..* Wir Balls..*Fir-bob. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush, 
i. (1586) tor b, The Fyrre, the Oke, the Chestnutte, 
the *Fyrrebeeche. 1879 Miss Jackson Shvopsh. Word- 
bk., *Iix-brushes, the needle-foliage of fir trees. 1601 Hot- 
LanD Pliny II. 179 The great Cedar, called by the Greeks 
Cedrelate, as one would say, the *Fir-Cedre, yeeldeth a 
certain pitch or parrosin named Cedria. 1855 Miss Pratr 
Ferns 138 Order Lycopodiacee, ZL. Selago (*Fir Club-moss, 
Upright Fir-moss). 1450, 1558, 1604, 1618 *Fir-deal [see 
Dea sb3 1, rb]. 1834 Prince Afr. Sk. ix, 308 The *fir- 
marigold {mesembryanthemum] was expanding its radiated 
crowns over thousands of acres, 1879 Prior Plant-n. 80 
* Fiy-moss, a mossy looking plant like a little fir-tree, Lyco- 
podium Selago. 1883 Hampsh. Gloss., *Fir-needles, the 
leaves of the Scotch Fir. 1843 Marryat JZ. Violet xxxv. 
290 The *fir-pines .. told us that we had reached the highest 
point of the hills, 186x Miss Prarr “lower. Pl. II. 384 
Order Monotropez .. (Yellow Bird’s-nest).. called also *Fir- 
rape. 1884 Lvangelical Mag. Feb. 60 The Fir-Rape.. 
grows at the foot of beech and fir trees. 1697 PAz2, Trans. 
XIX. 382 Examine the *Vir-spells, as they call them, who 
are brought up the River Ouse by the Turff-men and sold 
at York, 

Fir, var. form of Fur. 

+ Firdon, v. Sc. Os. Also firdoun, frid(d)- 
oun. [ad. F. fredonn-er.] intr, To warble, to 
quaver in singing. Hence Fi'rdoning v0/. sd. 

1599 A. Hume Hymnes, Day Estivall 18 Their firdoning 
the bony birds In banks they do begin. 16.. MonrGomMErtz 
Cherrie & Stae vii. (in Hver Green 1724) Compleitly mair 
sweitly Scho fridound flat and schairp. 

Fire (foier), sb. Forms: 1 fyr, 2-4 fur(e, 3-5 
fuyr(e, 4 fuir(e, 5 feure, 2-5 fer(e, 3 south. 
ver(e, (5 feer), 2-7 fier(e, (3 feir), 4-6 fyr(e, (5 
fyyr, 5-7 fyer(e, (5 feyer, 6 fyar, fieare), 2-5 
fir, 3- fire. [Com. WGer.: OE. /yr str. neut.= 
OF ns. fier, fior, OS. fur (Du. vir, Flem. ver), 
OHG. fur, fair (MHG,. viur, fiwer, Ger. feuer) ; 
the Icel. fév-r str. masc., /yve str. neut., fire, and 
Sw., Da. /y7, lighthouse, beacon, may be of German 
or Eng. origin. The OTeut. */#z7- (cons, stem) 
corresponds to Gr, mv-tp, mdp, Umbrian Z27, Arm, 
hiir, of same meaning ; cf. Skr. pz, pavaka fire.] 

In poetry sometimes as two syllables (fei'9.). 

A. As simple sd. 

1. The natural agency or active principle operative 
in combustion ; popularly conceived as a substance 
visible in the form of flame or of ruddy glow or 


incandescence. 

c8zg Vesp. Psalter xvii. 9 (xviii. 8] Astag rec in eorre his 
& fyr from onsiene his born, a 1000 Cedmon's Exod. 93 
(Gr.) Him beforan foran fyr and wolcen. cx1175 Lamb, 
fom. 89 On pisse deie com be halie gast on fures heowe 
to godes hirede. c1z00o OrmiN 17414 He swallt burrh 
firess wunde. c 1250 Gev. § Ex. 1140 Do meidenes herden 
quilum seien, Dat fier sulde al dis werld forsweden. 1297 
R. Grouc. (1724) 151, Y formed as a dragon, as red as 
fuyr. 1340 Ayer, 265 Per me geb uram chele in to greate 
hete of uere. ¢1380 Wycur Seé. Wks. 111. 102 Panne maist 
pou wip tendre gete fuyre of bat stone. 1447 BokENHAM 
Seyntys (Roxb.) 21 The feer wych owt dede renne From his 
(the dragon’s] mouth. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 3 
Whiche from y® gyrdell downwarde was ail lyke fyre. 1607 
Hieron Ws, I, 364 Fier is known to be fier by the heat, 
though for the time it haue no flame. 1622 Masse tr. 
Aleman's Guzman ad’ Alf. 1, 49 With a face as red as fire. 
1781 Gipson Decl. §& /. III. Ixxi. 802 Fire is the most 
powerful agent of life anddeath. 1837 J. H. Newman Par, 
Sev, (1839) I, i.g Fire does not inflame iron, but it inflames 
straw. 

b. as one of the four ‘elements’. 

a1300 Frag. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 121 Next the mone the 
fur is hext. 1576 Baxer Fewell of Health 170a, Mans 
blood .. out of which draw, according to Art, the fowre 
Elements ..The water of it auayleth in all sicknesses ..'The 
Ayre also distylled of it much auayleth vnto [etc.]., But the 
ey purchased of it is more precious ,.'This fyre is named 
the Elixir vita. 1700 Drypen Vables, Pythag. Philos. 517 
‘The force of fire ascended first., Then air succeeds, 

















FIRE. 


e. with reference to hell or purgatory ; some- 
times in JZ, Also in Alchemy, | Z/%re of /lell= 
ALKAHEST. 

0975 Rushiw.Gosp. Mark ix. 44 Der. .*p fyr ne bid zidrysnad. 
c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. v. 22 Se de sezd, pu stunta, se byd 
scyldiz helle fyres. a@xx75 Cott. Hom. 221 Pat ece fer. 
a1300 Cursor M. 29165 (Cott.) Pe fier of purgatori. 1577 
Fucker Confut. Purg. 102 But what doctrine is tryed..by the 
fire of purgatory? 1657 G. Starkey //elmont’s Vind, 241 
‘The sweet oyl .. by cohobation with the fire of Hell (that 
is, the Alchahest) becomes volatile. 1667 Mirron ?. L. 1. 
48 In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire. 1829 A. Fon- 
BLANQUE Ling. under 7 Administ. (1837) 1. 273 [A child- 
witness] ‘knows that people who swear falsely in a Court 
of Justice go to brimstone and fire’. 

ig. 1847 Tennyson Princ. v. 444 The fires of Hell Mix 
with his hearth. 


d. Volcanic heat, flame, or glowing lava; +a 


volcanic eruption. 

c1882 Sxory in Natuve XXVII. 316 The fyers doe ofte 
breake forth from out the hole in the topp of this hill. 1632 
Lirucow 7'vav. 1x. 391 This last and least fire [of Etna] 
runne downe in a combustible flood. 1734 Pore “ss. Jan 
1v. 124 Shall burning A2tna .. Forget to thunder and recall 
her fires? 18xx W. J. Hooker Jceland (1813) II. 106 Hecla, 
from the frequency of its fires .. has been ,. the most cele- 
brated. 1845 Darwin Voy, Nat. i. 1 The volcanic fires of 
a past age..have..rendered the soil unfit for vegetation, 

te. Farriery. =Cautery. Cf. to give the fire 
in 1 f. Obs. 

1635 Marxuam Faith, Farrier (1638) 103 The Actuall fire 
stoppeth corruption of members, and stancheth blood. .Vhe 
Potentiall fires are Medecins Corosive, Putrefactive, or 
Caustick, 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1740) II. 199 As 
Horses must submit to Fire. /d7d. 218 Is not this Oil, in 
a great measure, what we call potential Fire? 

f. Phrases. + Zo give fire (to): (a) to apply a 
match /o, set light ¢o; to kindle, Z¢. and fg.; also 
absol. ; (6) in Larriery (also, to give the fire), to 
cauterize; in quots. absol, To set (+a) fire to 
(+ of, + 21, + 0, + por): to apply fire to, kindle, 
ignite. Zo strike (or + smite) fire: see the verbs. 

c1430 Lypc, Minor P., Agst. [dlen, xx, Peryodes .. 
From flyntes smote fuyre, darying in the roote, 1568 
Grarton Chron. Il. 107 b, Thei set fire in their lodg- 
ynges, and departed in good ordre of battail. 1580 Barer 
Alv. F 450 To strike fire with a flint, excutere silicis 
scintillam, 1580 BiunpeviL Horsemanship Vv. clxxxv. 
(heading). Of Cauterization, or giuing the fire. 1590 Sir 

. Smytu Disc. Weapons 21 The Harquebuziers giving 
fire with their matches..to the touchpowder. 1604 E. 
Grimstonr “ist. Siege Ostend 45 A firie Bullet .. set fire 
of a barrell of Poulder. 1607 A. Brewer Lizgua i. i, He 
. gives fire to the touch-hole. 1623 BIncHAM Xenophon 50 
All arose and.. set fire on the Carts, and Tents. 1633 
Be. Hatt Hard Texts 549 Who shall invade their country 
and set a fire on their chief city. - 1635 Markuam Faithf~, 
Farrier (1638) 103 There are two waies to give fire. 1669 
Sturmy Mariner's Mag. v. 85 These Fuses are very certain 
to give Fire. «1674 CLarenpon //ist. Red, xu. (1704) III. 
354 The Lady .. having given fire her self to the Cannon, 
1700 TyRRELL //ist. Eng. Il. 786 They set Fire on the 
Suburbs. 1725 Loud. Gaz. No. 6447/4 One of the said 
Persons did strike Fire. 1737 Bracken Farriery Inipr. 
(1757) II. 217 The absurdity of giving the Fire for the Cure 
of Bog-spavins. 1761 Gray Let. to Brown 24 Sept. Fire 
was given to all the lustres at once by trains of prepared flax, 

g. In exclamatory phrases (cf. 1 c). 

[160x, 1604: see Brimstone rb.] 1825 J. Neat Bro. Yonathan 
1. gt Fire an’ brimstone! lay hold o’ the trumpet, Isay. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge|, Fire and fury, master!.. What have 
we done, that you should talk to us like this! 

h. Proverbs. + Do not put fire to flax or tow. 
+ There ts no fire without smoke : i.e. everything 
has some disadvantages. There zs no smoke with- 
out fire (see quot. 1670). 

a1450 Kut. de la Tour 25 It wille make her do and thenke 
the worse, as it were to putte fere in flexe. 1539 TAVERNER 
Erasm. Prov. (1552) 57 Put not fyer to fyer.. This prouerbe 
is touched in Englyshe where it is sayde, that we ought 
not to put fyre to towe. 1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1562) Hj, 
There is no fyre without some smoke, 1670 Ray Prov, 
143 No smoke without some fire, ze. There is no stron 
rumour without some ground for it. 1888 F. Hume J/ad. 
Midas 1. xii, ‘There is no smoke without fire’, replied _ 
Rolleston, eagerly. 

2, State of ignition or combustion. In phrases: 
On fire (also + of a fire, tin (a) fire): ignited, 
burning ; fg. inflamed with passion, anger, zeal, 
etc. Zo set (or + put) on fire (also +2 (a) fire, 
ton a fire): to ignite, set burning ; also fg. to in- 
flame, excite intensely. Zo set the Thames on fire : 
to make a brilliant reputation. See also AFIRE. 

Not found in OE., nor is there anything analogous in 
German; F. has ex few. The phrases in lit, sense chiefly 
refer to destructive burning: cf. 5. 

cx400 Afol, Loll. 3 For boo pre chimneis ich low of pe 
fendis blowing is sett in fire. @xq00-5s0 Alexander 2470 
Fest [all on [v.”. in]Ja fire be foly is 3oure awen. ¢ 1485 Digdy 
Myst. (1882) 11. 742 Goo in-to pis howsse, & loke ye set yt 
ona feyer. ¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 17, 1 shall 
sett all his londes in fyre. cxgoo M/elusine 228 He .. sware 
his poders that he shuld putte al on fyre. 1548 Hatt Chron. 
107 b, The fortresse .. thei toke and set it on fire. 1553 T. 
Witson Xhet, (1580) 136 No mans nature is so apt, straight 
to be heated, except the Oratour hymself be on fire. 1559 
Mirr. Mag., Jack Cade xvii.6 Set much part on fire. 1641 
SuuTe Sarah & Hagar (1649) 148 Certainly, if God’s mercy 
be in a fire, our thankfulness must not be in a frost. a@1680 
Cuarnock Ws. (1864) I. 195 Water poured on lime sets it 
on fire by an antiperistasis. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xv. 414 
The Sea seemed all of a Fire about us. 1724 De For Mem. 
Cavalier (1840) 142 They were all on fire to fall on. 1818 


FIRE. 


SHELLEY Rev. Jslanzv1.iv, For to the North I saw the town 
on fire. 1857 TRoLLore Three Clerks vii, When Sir Gregory 
.- declared that Mr. Fidus Neverbend would never set the 
Thames on fire, he meant to express his opinion that that 
gentleman was a fool, 1871 FreemMAN Norm. Cong. (1876) 
IV. xvii. 80 Enough was carried beyond the sea to set on 
fire the minds of all. 

b. Zocatch, take fire, (+ set on fire): to become 
ignited (see CarcH v. 44, TAKE v.). Also (collog. 
or vulgar), to catch on fire. 

1644 Dicsy 7wo Treat. 1, 183 The Indian canes..if they 
be first very dry, will of themselves set on fire. 1886 Conway 
Living or Dead x, Now, don't catch on fire like that, Philip. 

3. Fuel ina state of combustion ; a mass of burn- 
ing material, e. g. on a hearth or altar, in a burning 
furnace, etc. + Zo keep one's fire: to stay at home. 
Coals of fire: see COAL 1 b. 

@ 1000 Czdion's Gen, 322 (Gr.) Lagon pa odre fynd on bam 
fyre. ¢1205 Lay. 1196 He halde ba milc in bat fur. cx1290 
S. Eng, Leg. 1, 12/373 Ouer a gret fuyr and strong. ¢1350 
Will. Palerne 907 Sum-time it hentis me wip hete as hot 
as ani fure, but quicliche so kene a cold comes bper-after, 
€1430 Two Cookery-bks, 42 Do hem on a potte ouer pe fyre. 
c1460 Play Sacrant, 682 To make an ovyn as redd hott as 
euer yt can be made wt fere. c1goo Melusine xxxvi. 264 
To long he had kept his fyre. 1533 Gau Richt Vay (1883) 
31 As the gold is prouine in the fyr. ?¢1558 CaveNDISH 
Wolsey (1825) 1. 204 Go down again, and makea great fire in 
your lodge, against Icometo dry them. 1634 PryNNE Docu- 
ments agst, Prynne (Camden) 24 He condempnes the booke 
to the fyer. 1697 DrypEen 4 xeid 11. 398 The Wreaths and 
Relicks of th’ Immortal Fire. 1717 BerKeLey Tour in Italy 
Wks. 1871 IV. 564 Cold weather; forced to have a fire. 
1735 Pore Donne Sat. u. 112 No kitchens emulate the vestal 
fire. 1823 Scott /. MM. Perth ii, A good fire, with the 
assistance of a blazing lamp, spread light and cheerfulness 
through the apartment. 1854 H. Miter Sch. § Schinz. v. 
(7857) 95 ‘The second apartment .. had .. its fire full in the 
middle of the floor, without back or sides. 

b. transf. and fig. ; also in phr. near the fire. 

1560 Daus tr. Sle¢dane’s Comm. 408 Vhe other Princes 
and states, especially suche as are nere the fire. 1596 
Harincton Metam, Ajax (1814) 116 You may make a great 
fire of your gains and be never the warmer. 1611 BisLte 
Fas, iii. 6 The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquitie. 1633 
P. Fretcurr Purple Isl. v. iii, So shall my flagging Muse 
to heav'n aspire..And warm her pineons at that heav'nly 
fire. 1639 Laup in Rushw. /7st. Codd. (1721) III. 11. 899 Let 
him make a happy use of coming so near the Fire, and yet 
escape. 1665 Hooke MJicrogr. 210 The excellent contrivance 
of Nature, in placing in Animals ..a fire .. nourished .. 
by the materials conveyd into the stomach, 1709 Porr Ess. 
Crit, 195 Some spark of your celestial fire. 

+e. Litre of joy: a bonfire ;= FEU DE JOIE I. 

@1674 Crarennon Relig. § Policy (1711) I. vi. 314 Pre- 
parations .. by the magistrates for making fires of joy. 


d. The same serving asa beacon. [Cf. Da. fyr 


lighthouse. ] 

1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4893/3 The Fire [in a lighthouse] will 

be lighted. .from the First Day of September. 3 

e. Proverbs. A burnt child dreads thé fire: see 
Bornt 3b. +A soft fire makes sweet malt: said 
as a recommendation of gentleness or deliberation, 
The fat is in the fire: see Fav sb.2 3c, 

2a1300 Salomon & Sat. (1848) 276 Brend child fur dredeb, 
quoth Hendyng. 1340 Ayend. 116 Pe ybernde uer dret. 
c1s30 R. Hittes Common-Pl. Bk, (1858) 140 A softe flyre 
makyth swete malte. 1550 CoverDALE Sfz~ Perle xiii. 
(1588) 141 A Burnt hande dreadeth the fire. 1663 BuTLER 
Hud. 1. iii. 1251 Soft fire, They say, does make sweet Malt, 
Good Squire. 

+f. transf. in enumerations: A household. Oés. 

1630 R. Fohnson's Kingd. §& Comm. 214 Parishes; in 
some of which..a thousand housholders or fires doe inhabit. 
1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xviii. 63 A town of fifteen 
hundred fires. x 

+4. a. The means of lighting a fire or setting 
something alight; a live coal. b. Firing, fuel. 

a1300 Cursor M. 3163 (Gott.) Suord ne fir forgat he noght, 
And yong ysaac a fagett broght. 1540 Act 33 Hen. VIII, 
c.6 With quarelles gunpouder, fyre, and touche. 1611 Brste 
Gen. xxii. 7 Behold the fire and wood; but where is the 
lambe for a burnt offring? 

1547 Nottingham Rec. 1V, 91 In exspenses for fyar 
and candelle. 1635 W. Brereton 7av, (1844) 96 There is 
a mighty want of fire in these moors. 1793 SMEATON Edy- 
stone L. $274 Little extra expence .. except a little more 
Lead, and a little more Fire. 

5. Destructive burning, esp. of any large extent 
or mass of combustible material, e.g. a building, 
forest, etc.; a conflagration. Also in phr. fire 
and sword, (+ tron and fire); also attrib, At 
Jire's-length (rare): at a safe distance in the event 
of fire. For (¢o set) on fire, etc. see 2. 

a1178 Cott. Hom. 239 Wic drednesse wuro ber pan pat fer to 
for him abernd pat middernad. c¢ 1205 Lay. 2159 He fuhten 
wid his leoden mid fure & mid here. ¢1325 Know Thyself 30 
in Z, Z. P. (1862) 131 Hit farep as fuir of heth. 1393 LANct, 
P. Pl. C. 1. 96 Fur on here houses. 1504 WrIoTHESLEY 
Chron, (1875) 1. 5 A great fier at the ende of London Bridge, 
1568 Grarron Chron, Il. 314 Spoylyng the Countrie with 
yron and fyre as he went. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s 
Husb. 1. (1586) 9 b, These offices (for feare of fyre) you see, 
are all severed from the house. 1600 Hottanp Livy vu. 269 
In euerie place nothing but fire and sword. 1667 WaTrER- 
HousE (fz¢/e), A short narrative of the late dreadful fire in 
London. 1724 T. Ricuers /Vist. R. Geneal. Spain 53 They 
--put all to Fire and Sword. 1738 Jounson London 14 Now 
a rabble rages, now a fire. 1780 in Lett, 1st Earl Malmes- 
bury (1870) 1. 465 This night we are quiet, and I hear no 
attempts at fire have been made. 178x Cowper Conv. 756 
Till the last fire burn all between the poles. 1820 SHELLEY 
Ode to Naples 148 The fields they tread look black and hoary 
With fire. 1830 Weston, Rev. XIII, 313 ‘ The dissolution of 








239 


social order,’ which our fire-and-sword logicians so long and 
confidently preached. 1855 TRottorr Warden xix, That 
would be saving something out of the fire. 1862 H. MArryAT 

Year in Sweden 11. 428 Wooden houses, wisely placed at 
fire’s-length from each other. 

Jig. 1548 Hatt Chron. 99b, The greate fire of this dis- 
cencion, betwene these twoo noble personages, was. .utterly 
quenched out. 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 3 To see this 
fire extinguished, before the flame grew higher. 

Se. Law. Letters of fire and sword: before 
the Union, an order authorizing the sheriff to dis- 
possess an obstinate tenant or proceed against a 
delinquent by any means in his power. 

1681 Viscr. Stair Jystit. Law Scot. 1. xxxviii. § 27 (1693) 
662 Letters of Fire and Sword are given out against them. 
@1768 Erskine /stit. tv. iii. § 17 (1773) 691 If a party was 
so obstinate as to.. continue his possession in despite of the 
law, the Scots privy council .. granted letters of fire and 
sword, authorising the sheriff to .. dispossess him by all the 
methods of force. 1861 W. Bett Dict. Law Scot. s.v. 

ce. An exclamation used as a call for aid at a 


conflagration. 

1682 N. O. Boilean’s Lutrin w. 201 One cryes, Fire! 
Fire! Fire! the Church doth burn. 1819 T. Moore Zowz 
Cril’s Mem. 21 As a man would cry ‘fire !’ 

d. 70 go through fire: to submit to the severest 
ordeal or proof; 40 go through fire and water: to 
encounter or face the greatest dangers or hardest 
chances. 

c825 Vesp. Psalter \xv[i]. 12 We leordun dorh fyr & 
weter. 1534 Hervet tr. Xenophon's Householde 61 b They 
wolde gladly folowe theym through fyre and water, and 
throughe all maner of daunger. 1590 SHaks. Mids. N. 11. 
ii. 103 And run through fire I will for thy sweet sake. 1598 
— Merry W it. iv. 107 A woman would run through fire & 
water for such a kinde heart. 1660 Jer, Taytor Worthy 
Comimunicant ii. § 1. 119 We also are to examine .. how we 
have passed through the fire? 1781 Cowrer Exfost. 521 
[They] Would hunt a Saracen through fire and blood. 
a 1796 Burns Ronalds of Bennals tg The Laird o’ Blackbyre 
wad gang through the fire If that wad entice her awa, man. 

6. Torture or death by burning. Also, Fire and 
Jaggot: see Faccor 2, Hence + (Zo persuade) by 
Jire: by extreme inducements. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. 1. iii. 9 And are not some- 
time perswaded by fire beyond their literalities. 1718 Prior 
Charity 8 Did Shadrach’s Zeal my glowing Breast inspire, 
To weary Tortures, and rejoice in Fire. 

7. Lightning ; a flash of lightning ; a thunderbolt. 
More fully, + /evenes fire, fire of heaven. | Elec- 
trical fire: the electric fluid, electricity. 

1154 O. £.. Chron. an. 1122 Com se fir on ufenweard pone 
stepel. cu1zg50 Gen. § Ex. 3046 Dhunder, and hail, and 
leuenes fir, c1300 Cursor M, 19613 (Cott.) Pe fire of heuen 
par has him stunt. 1393 Lanet. P. Pl. C, 1v. 102 Penne 
falleth per fur on false menne houses. 1747 FRANKLIN Lett. 
Wks. 1840 V. 186 He imagined that the electrical fire came 
down the wire from the ceiling to the gun-barrel. 1748 /did, 
215 Vapors, which have both common and electrical fire in 
them. 1820 SHELLEY Ode W. Wind ii. 14 From whose solid 
atmosphere Black rain, and fire, and hail will burst. : 

8. a. An inflammable composition for producing 
a conflagration or for use in fireworks; a firework. 
More fully artefictal fire=¥r. feu artifice. Obs. 
exc. in false fire: see FALSE a. 14 b. 

1602 Dekker Satiro-Mastix E iij, We must have false 
fiers. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pizto’s Trav. xx.71 Nine hundred 
pots of artificial fire. 1662 J. Davies tr. Mandelslo’s Trav. 
51 The Artificial Fires, which are made use of to frighten 
these Creatures, 1700 J. JacKson in Pepys Diary VI. 232 
The rockets, and other smaller fires, were in abundance. 
1777 G. Forster Voy. Round World 11.92 We let off some 
false fires at the mast-head. 4 

b. Greek fire; a combustible composition for 
setting fire to an enemy’s ships, works, etc.; so 
called from being first used by the Greeks of Con- 
stantinople. Also zwz/d fire: see WILDFIRE. 

ax1225 Ancr. R, 402 Pis Grickische fur is the luue of ure 
Lourde. c1477 Caxton Yason tor b, Sparkklyng and 
brennyng as be grekyssh. 1855 Hewitr Anc. Armour 
I. 90 The receipt for the composition of the Greek Fire may 
be found in the Treatise of Marcus Grecus. 

9. Coal Mining. = ¥IREDAMP. 

1883 in GresLEy Gloss. Coal Mining. : 

10. Luminosity or glowing appearance resembling 


that of fire. 

1s9t Suaxs. 1 Hen. VJ,1, i. 12 His sparkling Eyes, repleat 
with wrathfull fire. 1605 — JZacé, 1. iv. 51 Starres, hide 
your fires, Let not Light see my black and deepe desires ! 
1735 Pore Prod. Sat. 5 Fire in each eye, and papers in each 
hand. 1821 Suettey Prometh. Und. 1. 762 Their soft smiles 
light the air like a star’s fire. 1865 J. C. Witcocxs Sea 
Fisherm. (1875) 271 Should the ‘ brime’ or ‘fire’ show itself, 
the fish will not be likely to strike the nets. 1873 BLack 
Pr. Thule x. 164 A great fire of sunset spread over the west. 

b. Fires of heaven, heavenly fires: (poet.) the 
stars. Lives of St. Elmo: see CoRPOSANT. "| Hatu- 
ous, foolish fire (obs.) =IGNIS FATUUS. 

1563 W. Fuixe Meteors (1640) 11 b, Zenis fatuus, foolish 
fire. 1607 SHAKS, Cor. 1. iv. 39 Or by the fires of heauen, 
Ile leaue the Foe. 1667 Mitton P. L. xm, 256 Before him 
burn Seaven Lamps _as in a Zodiac representing The 
Heav’nly fires. 1774 Gotpsm. Vat. H7st. (1862) I. xxi, 134 
Floating bodies of fire .. the fires of St. Helmo, or the 
mariner’s light. 1847 Tennyson Princess Iv. 255 Like the 
mystic fire on a mast-head. 

11. Heating quality (in liquors, etc.) ; comcr, in 
jocular use, ‘ something to warm one’, ardent spirit. 
Also (see quot. 1819). 

1737 Fievpinc Hist. Reg. 1. Wks. 1882 X. 223 We'll go 
take a little fire, for ’tis confounded cold upon the stage, 
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1819 Rees Cycl. s.v. Five, Also the heat of fermenting sub- 
stances .. has often been called their fire. 1851 ‘THACKERAY 
Eng. Hum. ii, [He] was of a cold nature, and needed per- 
haps the fire of wine to warm his blood. 1883 STEVENSON 
Szlverado Sg. 37 One corner of land after another is tried 
with one kind of grape after another .. Those lodes and 
pockets of earth .. that yield inimitable fragrance and soft 
fire. .still lie undiscovered. 

12. Burning heat produced by disease; fever, in- 
flammation. Also disease viewed as a consuming 
agency. St. Anthony's fire: erysipelas; also, 
+ wild fire, WILDFIRE. + S¢. Francis’ fire (Spenser) : 
?=St. Anthony’s fire. 

¢ 1386 CHAUCER Parson's T. P 427 By the fyr of seint antony 
or by cancre. ¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 223 Panaricium 
is an enpostym..aboute pe nail and is swibe hoot and.. ful 
of fier. 1580 Baret Adv. F 447 S. Antonies fire, Zeus sacer. 
1580 Biunpevit Horsemanship ww. clxv. 69 You must get it 
[the pellet] out with an instrument .. Then to kill the fire. 
Take [etc.]. 1390 SPENSER /. Q. 1. iv. 35 The shaking palsey, 
and Saint Fraunces fire. 1686 Lapy Russet Le??. I. xxxvi. 
94 Ill of St. Anthony's fire. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. ut. 
727 When the thirsty Fire had drunk Their vital Blood. 
1737 BRACKEN Farriery Impr. (1756) I. 301 The Inflamma- 
tion, which they term Fire. 1843 Sir T. Warson Lect. 
Physic 11. \xxxix. 767 Erysipelas .. called .. St. Anthony’s 
fire. 1866 G. MacponaLp Azz. QO. Neighb. xxvi, (1878) 460 
The unseen fire of disease. 

13. In certain figurative applications of sense 1. 

a. A burning passion or feeling, esp. of love or 
Tage. 

a1340 HAmro.e Psalter Prol., pai .. kyndils paire willis 
wib be fyre of luf. 1435 Misyn ire of Love x Hampole hys 
boke has named /zcendium Amoris, pat is to say ‘ be fyer of 
lufe’. 1598 SHaxs. Merry W. u. i. 68 The wicked fire of 
lust. 1694 F. Braccr Disc. Parables xii. 408 Rage, and 
fury, and impatience .. are frequently attended with the 
epithet of fire. 1780 Cowper Zable T. 606 The victim of his 
own lascivious fires. 1818 SHELLEY Rev. Jslame x. xl, With 
an inward fire possesst, They raged like homeless beasts. 
1859 TENNysON E£xid 955 He fain had .. loosed in words of 
sudden fire the wrath..that burnt him all within. 

b. Ardour of temperament; ardent courage or 
zeal ; fervour, enthusiasm, spirit. 

1601 Suaxs. Ful. C.1. il. 177, I am glad that my weake 
words Haue strucke but thus much shew of fire from Brutus. 
1709 STEELE 7atler No. 61 P1 Among many Phrases which 
have crept into Conversation .. [is] that of a Fellow of a 
great deal of Fire. 1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 92 Both 
were full of fire and courage. 1865 Kincstey //erew. xx, 
Hereward was haranguing them in words of fire. 

e. Liveliness and warmth of imagination, bright- 
ness of fancy; power of genius, vivacity ; poetic 
inspiration. 

1656 CowLey Pindar. Odes, To Mr. Hobs vi, Nor can the 
Snow which now cold age does shed Upon thy reverend 
Head, Quench or allay the noble Fires within, 1680-90 
Temp_e Ess. Poetry Wks. 1731 1.237 The Poetical Fire was 
more raging in one, but clearer in the other. 1737 Porr 
Hor. Ep, i. i. 274 Corneille’s noble fire. 1847 77Zust. Lond. 
News 10 July 27/1 Asan actress, she has fire and intelligence. 
1869 J. Martineau Zss. II, 228 For the poet there is a season 
of inward fire. 1877 R. W. Dae Lect. Preach. i. 26 They 
have neither the fire of a human genius nor the fire of a 
Divine zeal. 

14. The action of firing guns, etc.; discharge of 
fire-arms ; also in phrases, +f fo give, make (a) fire. 
To open fire: to begin firing. Letween two fires : 
lit. and fig. Onder fire: within the range of an 
enemy’s guns. + Weapon of fire = FIRE-ARM. 

[The similar use of F. fez shows that this is not (as is often 
said) a separate word f. Fire v., but a transferred use of the 
sb. as it occurs in the phrase fo gzve frre (see 1f) = F. faire 

eu.) 
caw J. Smyrue Concern. Weapons 27 Liking the aforesaid 
weapons of fire, because [etc.]. 1600 S7~ F¥ohn Oldcastle v. 
ix, Unconstant fate, That hast reserved him from the bullet's 
fire. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 8 Some of the Soldiers 
of the Castle gave fire upon them. 1706 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4243/1 We made .. great fire all Night with our Cannon. 
1709 STEELE Tatler No. 80 P g The Charge began with the 
Firé of Bombs and Grenades. 1815 Scotr Pawl’s Lett. 
(1839) 112 One fire .. struck down seven men of the square. 
1816 Sorting Mag. XLVIII. 237 A learned Barrister was 
practising a fireat a mark. 1847 Marryat Childr. NV. Horest 
iv, You shall have the first fire. 1855 Macautay //7st. Eng. 
IV. 280 Most of Mackay’s men had never before been under 
fire. 1859 F. A. Grirritus Artz/. Man. (1862) 248 A direct 
Jire from a battery is when the line of fire is perpendicular 
to the parapet. 1885 Tises 20 Feb. 5/6 He was about to 
find himself placed between two fires—viz. the Mahdi and 
the reinforced garrison of Metammeh. : 

Jig. 1792 Burke Corr. (1844) LV. 17 If they have received 
the fire of the grand juries with a good countenance, 1848 
Tuacxeray Gt. Hoggarty Diam. ix, Miss Belinda opening 
the fire, by saying she understood Mrs, Hoggarty had been 
calumniating her. 

b. False fire: see Fase a, 14 b. Reverse, 
running fire: see the adjs. Also transf, Aezdish 
Jire, a mode of applauding by ‘ volleys’ of hand- 
clapping, etc. : see KENTISH. 

ce. Zo hang, miss fire: see the vbs. 

B. Fire- in Comb. 

I. General relations. 

1. attributive. a. ge. (sense 1), as five-chariot, 
-colour, -crag, ~flame, -flash, -flood, -glance, -heat, 
+ -leme, -ordeal, -storm, -stream ; (sense 3), as fire- 
beacon, -blaze, -coal, -link, -shine, -signal; (sense 


14), as fire-shock. 

1804 Edin. Rev. 111. 430 The Amonian *firebeacons. 1605 
Verstecan Dec. Intell, iii. (1628) 80 A torch, or as they 
terme it a *fire-blase, 1849 SoutHEy Comsm.-fl. Bk, U1. 391 
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Elijah dropping his cloak as the *fire-chariot carries him 
away. 31640 Witt’s Recreations, Epit., On a Candle, And 
with it a *fire-coale. @ 1672 P. S[terry] Wks. (1710) II. 283 
The Fire-Coals, which our Saviour taught his Disciples to 
cast on their Enemies. . 1802 Beppors //ygéiav.17 P. How 
hot! MV. She has been like a fire-coal these two hours. 
1811 Pinkerton Pefyal, II. 96 One pretty large, of the 
scarce “fire-colour with the purple tinge. 1821 SHELLEY 
Prometh, Unb. wv. 333 My cloven *fire-crags. 1817 CoLe- 
RIDGE Szbyl, Leaves (1828) II. 304 The shadows .. By the 
still dancing *fire-flames made. 1586 FeTuErsTONE (¢7¢/e), 
Brutish Thunderbolt, or rather Feeble-*Fier-Flash of Pope 
Sixtus the Fift, against Henrie..of Navarre. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav. 1. 35 Earthquakes, thunder, and fire-flashes. 1842 
BaruaM Jugol. Leg., Smugeler’'s Leap, The fire-flash shines 
from Reculver cliff. 182r Joanna Baiwuie MMetr. Leg., 
Wallace xxvi, To see the *fire-flood in their rear. @ 1835 Mrs. 
Hemans Poems, League of Alps iv, Where the sun’s red 
*fire-glance earliest fell, 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusent. 65 
*Fire-heat at 212° of Fahrenheit produced detonation. @ r000 
Sataz 128 (Gr.) *Fyrleoma stod geond pet atolescref. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vit. ccxxiv.250 Many .. vncouthe syghtes 
were this yere seen in Englonde, as hostis of men fyghtyng 
in the skye, & fyre lemys. 1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 
884 Tying Torches of *Fire-links unto their horns. 1711 
Suartess. Charac. (1737) II]. 41 That new kind of *fre- 
ordeal, 1871 Rossetti Poems, My sister’s sleep v, By vents 
the *fireshine drove And reddened. 1824 J. Symmons tr. 
“Eschylus’ Agam. 31 note, This description of the “*fire- 
signals is very finely imagined. 1581 Marpecx Bs. of 
Notes 478 Helias.. was taken vp into Heauen in a *fire 
storme. 1811 W. J. Hooxer Jceland (1813) I]. 142. The 
*fire-stream over-ran the southern district. 

b. Of or pertaining to the worship of fire, as 
Jire-deity, -god, -spirit,-temple, Also FIRE-WORSHIP, 
-WORSHIPPER. 

1871 T'ytor Prim. Cult, 11. xvi. 252 A distinct “fire-deity, 
Ibid, 253 The *Fire-spirit, 1815 Moorr Lalla R. (1817) 260 
By the *Fire-God’s shrine, 1741 D. Wray in Athen, Lett. 
(1792) II. 470 He will. .lay the foundation of a *fire-temple. 

e. In the names of various receptacles for burn- 
ing fuel, as fire-bag, -basket, -cage, -chauffer. 

1843 PortLock Geol, 682 On the outside [of the kiln]..a 
niche is formed to receive the fuel, and is called a *fire-bag. 
1855 H. Crarxe Dict., */’ive-basket, portable grate. 1874 
Knicutr Dict. Mech, 1. 862/2 *Fire-cage, a skeleton box or 
basket of iron for holding lighted fuel. 1558 Juv. R. Hynd- 
mer in Wills & Inv. (Surtees) 162, lj *fyer chavffers, 

d. Pertaining to the fire of a hearth or furnace, 
as fire-bellows, -block, -blower, -brush, -cheek, 
+ -cricket, -door, -grate, -nook, -rake, -set, + -stock, 
-slove. 

1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 779 Hoc refosilium, a 
*fyirbelowys. 1836 F. Mauoney Rel, Mather Prout ii. (1859) 
247, 1 .. made the kindling *fireblocks shine. 1884 /7ealth 
Eaxhib. Catal. 65/1 Patent *Fire Blower, for .. regulating 
the draught in ordinary grates. a@x1745 Swirr Direct. 
Servants, Footman, Clean away the Ashes from betwixt the 
Bars with the *Fire-Brush. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal, 82/1 
*Fire Cheeks and Hearths of Marble Mosaic. 1530 Patscr. 
220/2 *Fyre crycket, cricguet, 1839 RANKINE Steam Engine 
§ 304 The *fire-door, which closes the mouth-piece or door- 
way. 1664 Evetyn Kal. Hort.(1729) 229 Let..the *Fire-grate 
stand about three Feet higher than the Floor. 1840 Marryat 
Poor Yack x\ix, 1.. went to the fire-grate. 1845 R. W. 
Hamitton Pop. Educ. ii. (ed. 2) 21 Their huts are seen and 
their “fire-nooks exposed. 1660 Hexuam, Lex kam-stock, a 
*Fire-rake which Brewers and Bakers use. 1855 H. CLarke 
Dict.,* Fire-set, fire-irons. c1440 Promp. Parv.161/2*F yyr 
stok. 1756 Totpervy Hist. Two Orph. Ill, 205 He came 
with. .his head into the *fire stove. 

e. In the names of implements or instruments 
bearing, containing, or sending forth fire, as /ive- 
arrow, -cane, -gun, -shaft, -spear, -weapon. 

1720 De For Capt. Singleton xvii. (1840) 291 ‘They would 
. shoot *fire-arrows at you. 1809 Naval Chron. XXII. 374 
We should indulge them .. with a few shot and shell, not 
forgetting Congreve’s fire arrows. 1887 Graphic 17 Dec. 
662/1 He.. had produced a *‘fire-cane’, which warmed its 
owner’s hand, and supplied him with lighting for his cigar. 
1680 H, More AZocal. Apoc. 88 They let off their *Fireguns 
and Pistols. 1628 (¢z¢/e), A new invention of Shooting 
*Fire-Shafts in Long-Bowes. 1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 42 Mak 
reddy 30ur .. *fyir speyris, hail schot, lancis, pikkis. 1616 

3INGHAM Tactics Aflian ii. 25 note, The *fire-weapons 
haue theire advantages. 1860 Hewitt Ac. Armour Supp. 
489 The analogous fire-weapons. 

f. In the names of various kinds of fireworks, 
as fire-cracker, + -lance, + -sword, + -target. 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade,*Fire-cracker. 1634 J. BATE 
Myst. Nat. § Art u. 89 The description and making of 
three sorts of *Fire-lances. /did. u. 88 How to make a 
*fire sword. Jééd. 11. 94 How to make a *Fire-target. 


g. Pertaining to a conflagration (sense 5), (@) ge. 
as fire-bell, -drum, -gown, -ladder, -loss, -shell, 
-telegraph, -watch; (6) used in kindling a confla- 
gration, as fire-bavin, -fagot, -mixture; (¢) con- 
cerned with the extinction of a conflagration, as /ive- 
barrow, -boat, -bucket, -float,-main, -marshal(U.S.), 


-pipe, -pump. 

1890 Daily News 9 Jan. 2/5 *Fire barrows and hose were 
quickly on the spot. 1832 WessTeER, */7zrebavin, a bundle 
of brush-wood, used in fireships. a 1626 MippLETON Change- 
ding v, Buckets! ladders! ..The *fire-bell rings. 1867 
Dickens Lett, 22 Dec. (1880) II. 320, I have heard the fire 
bells dolefully clanging all over the city. 1876 V. Y. Nautical 
Gaz. in Pract. Mag. V1. 73 Aniron “*fire-boat. 1585 Hicins 
Junius’ Nomenclator 279 Incendiarig siphones ..*Vire 
buckets. 1844 Dickens JZart. Chuz. xxvii, Rows of fire- 
buckets for dashing out a conflagration in its first spark. 
1814 Scorr Wav. xxxiv, A kind of rub-a-dub-dub like that 
with which the *fire-drum alarms the slumbering artizans. 
1828-40 TyTLer //ist. Scot, (1864) I. 137 Piles of *fire-fagots, 
mixed with bundles of pitch and flax,.were in readiness, 
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1887 Daily News 18 June 3/s Five *fire-floats were quickly 
sent from ships in the harbour. 1874 Mrs. Wuitney We 
Girls xii. 249 Mrs. Hobart has a *‘ fire-gown’.. she made it 
for a fire, or for illness, or any night-alarm, 1832 Lvaminer 
700/r It was 20 minutes .. before the *fire-ladders were 
brought. x891 Daily News 30 Nov. 5/4 A professional *fire- 
loss assessor. 1855 H. CiarKke Dict., *Wire-main, water- 
pipe for occasions of conflagration. 1894 Sreap // Christ 
came to Chicago 295 *Fire-Marshal Swenie has remained 
in command of the firemen for many years. 1855 Hewitr 
Anc. Armour I, go These early *fire-mixtures. c 1865 Lp. 
Broucuam in Circ. Sc. I. Introd. 6 Water .. forced out of 
a pump, or froma *fire-pipe. 1892 Pad/ Alall G.9 Feb. 2/1 
The *fire-pump .. has a throwing power of sixty feet above 
the highest pinnacle of the hotel, @1818M.G. Lewis Fru. 
W, Ind. (1834) 70 A *fire-shell is blown, and all the negroes 
.. hasten to give their assistance. 1694 Acc. Sweden 27 
There is also a *Fire-Watch by Night. 1673 F. Kirkman 
Untucky Citizen A iij b, The next year 1666 being the *Fire 
year. 

2. objective (sense 1), as fire-bringer, -spewer, 
-strtker, -user; fire-bearing, -belching, -breathing, 
darting, foaming, -resisting, -spitting, -wsing 
adjs.; (sense 3), as jire-holder, -keeper, -kindler, 
-trimmer ; fire-making vbl. sb. ; fire-kindling vbl. 
sb. and adj.; (sense §), as fire-annthilator, -extin- 


- guisher, -extinguishing, -quencher, -quenching. 


1849 Mech. Mag. LI. 424 The so-called *Fire Annihilator 
of Mr. Phillips. 1853 Grote Greece 1. Ixxxiv. XI. 153 They 
set fire to the city..with *fire-bearing arrows. 1591 SYL- 
vesTER Du Bartas i. iv. 22 Their *Fire-breathing Horses. 
1837 CartyLe Yr, Rev. I. vi. i. 267 On a sudden .. rises 
Sansculottism, many-headed, fire-breathing. 1594 MaRLowE 
& Nasue Dido 1, i, Exhal’d with thy *fire-darting beames. 
1769 Gotpso. ist. Rome (1786) I. 199 The fire-darting eyes 
ofthe Romans. 1849 AZech. Mag. LI, 381 The patentee next 
describes a portable “fire-extinguisher. 1876 V. ¥. Nautical 
Gaz. in Pract. Mag. V1. 73 This boat and her *fire-extin- 
guishing apparatus deserve detailed description. 1565 
GotpinG Ovid's Met. 1. (1593) 31 His *fier-foming steedes 
.. They take from manger trimly dight. 1872 H. W. Taunr 
Map Thames 49/1 A frying-pan, pot, and kettle, all to 
fit a *fireholder. 188x GREENER Gum (ed. 2) 45 These fire- 
holders were usually attached to the girdle. 1873 L. Wat- 
LAcE Fair God vy. iv. 278 When my sword is at the throats 
of the *fire-keepers [of an Aztec temple]. 1643 [ANGcIER] 
Lance. Vall. Achor 21 To darken and smother the “*fire- 
kindlers. 1849 E. C. Orrt tr. Humboldt’s Cosmos Il. 
508 zote, The ‘fire-kindler’, Prometheus. /d7d., The *fire- 
kindling Titan on the Caucasus. 1884 Q. Vicroria More 
Leaves 107 Brown begged I would drink to the *‘ fire-kind- 
ling’. c 1386 CHaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. & T. 369 Som sayd 
it was long on the *fuyr-makyng. 1865 Tytor Lardy Hist. 
Man. ix, 228 Vhe art of fire-making. 1690 Norris Beatitaudes 
(1692) 178 The business of a *Fire-quencher, who .. may.. 
rescue the pile of building from the devouring Flames. 1718 
J. CuamBeRLAYNE Relig. Philos. (1730) II. xvii. § 25 The 
Pumps in a *Fire-quenching Engine. 1612 STURTEVANT 
Metallica (x854) 116 Maintained with such *fier-resisting 
meanes that it cannot possibly melte or burne down, 1850 
Cuuss Locks § Keys 24 Safes which were sold as fire-resist- 
ing. 1483 Cath. Angl. 132/1 A *Fire spewer, 7gninomus. 
1631 T. Futter David's Heinous Sin xxxix, * Fire-spitting 
cannons, 1483 Cath. Ang?. 132/1 A * Fire stryker, /ugzllator. 
1891 Daily News 26 Sept. 2/5 Prisoner and Jensen joined 
the ship..as *fire-trimmers. 1865 TyLor Zarly Hist, Man, 
ix. 235 Any known race of *fire-users. 1862 D, Witson 
Preh. Man v. (1865) 82 Man is peculiarly *fire-using, 

3. instrumental, locative, and originative, as jire- 
baptism; fire-armed, -baptized, -bellied, -born, -burn- 
ing, -burnt, -clad, + -coached, -cracked, -crowned, 
footed, -gilt, -given, -hardened, -hoofed, -lighted, 
-lipped, -lit, -marked, -mouthed, -pitted, -robed, 
-scarred, -scathed, -seamed, -warmed, -wheeled, 
-winged adjs. 

1898 Sytvester Du Bartas uu. i. 1. Eden 249 A *fire-arm'd 
Dragon. 1682 DrypEN & Ler D&. of Guise um. i, I'll meet 
him now, though fire-armed cherubins Should cross my way. 
183r CarLYLE Sart. Res. u. vii, My Spiritual New-birth, or 
Baphometic *Fire-baptism. Jd7d. u. viii, The *fire-baptized 
soul. .here feels its own Freedom, 1892 Daily News 5 May 
5/4 The little ‘*fire-bellied toad’, of.. poisonous properties. 
1846 R. Cuampers Vestiges Creat. vi. (ed. 5) 95 The numer- 
ous upbursts and intrusions of *fire-born rock. c1275 Death 
216 in O. £. Misc. (1872) 180 Swo he me wule for-swolehen 
fe *fur-berninde drake. c1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 290/86 *Fur- 

arnd he was poru Iuggemont. 1573 TwyNe ned x1. 
Kkiij, Poales of length firebrent at end. 1615 SYLVESTER 
FHynine Almes 55 The *Fire-Coacht Prophet. 1836-48 B. D. 
Watsu Avistoph., Acharnians i. ii, It rings With a harsh 
jar, like *fire-cracked things. 1870 Tennyson Window 151 
The “fire-crown’d king of the wrens. 1565 GoLpING Ovia’s 
Met, 1. (1593) 39 My *firefooted horse. 1613 CHAPMAN 
Rev. Bussy D'Ambois Plays 1873 II. 148 Hee draue as 
if a fierce and “fire-giuen Canon Had spit his iron vomit 
out amongst them. 1627 May Lacan ut. 536 (1635) E iij b, 
Stakes, and *fire harden’d oaks. 1621 G. SANpys Ovid's 
Met. 11. 393 Those “fire-hooft steeds. 1850 Lyncn Theo. 
Trin. v. 80 A ..*fire-lighted room. 1839 Baitey Festus 
iv. (1848) 33 Mountain, and wood, and wild, and “fire- 
lipped hill, 1849 Miss Mutockx Ogzlvies (1875) a The 
pleasant *fire-lit room. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4114/4 A brown 
Mare..*fire-marked I. I. in the near Buttock. 1590 SPENSER 
F. Q.1. ix. 52 That *fire-mouth’d Dragon. 1759 MounTAINE 
in Phil. Trans, LI. 290 The sheets. .[were] scorched and 
*fire-pitted inlike manner. 1611 Suaxs. Wint. T. 1v. iv. 29 
The *Fire-roab’d-God Golden Apollo. 1853 KINGSLEY 
Hypatia xiii. 147 A doleful *fire-scarred tower. 1848 Mrs. 
Jameson Sacr. & Leg. Art (1850) 64 Swarthy red, as if 
*fire-scathed, 1815 Mirman Fazio (1821) 79 Thy..*fire- 
seamed visage. 1856 Kane Arct. Ex. I. xv. 173 Our only 
*fire-warmed apartment. 1822 Mirman JZartyr of Antioch 
121 His *fire-wheel’d throne. x159x SyLvesteR Du Dartas 
I, ii. 656 Then like a Squib it falls, Or *fire-wing’d shaft. 
1826 Mitman A. Boleyn (1827) 4x The fire-wing’d ministers 
of Heaven's just wrath, 
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b. In names of occupations, processes, etc., carried 
on by the aid of fire, as five-hunt, + -trade; Sire-fish- 
ing, -gilding,-hunting, -offering, -polishing, -stlver- 
ing vbl. sbs. Also forming verbs, as fire-hollow, 
-hunt. 

1831 J. Hortanp Manuf. Metal 1. 295 Persons employed 
in *fire-gilding. 1864 Tennyson “in. Avid. 570 Enoch’s 
comrade ..*Fire-hollowing this in Indian fashion, fell Sun- 
stricken. 1852 Hatipurton 7razts Amer. Humor III. 17% 
The *fire-hunt was Sam’s hobby. 1814 Sforting Mag. 
XLIV. 62 The method of approaching .. the red deer 
.. by means of *fire-hunting them, 1885 T. RoosrveLt 
Hunting Trips v. 158 Fire-hunting is never tried in the 
cattle country. c1870 J. G. Murrny Comm. Lev. i.g A 
“fire-offering; a firing, or offering made by fire. 1849 
Petiatr Curios. Glass Making 31 By rewarming, technic- 
ally called *fire polishing, the glass preserves its refractive 
brilliancy. 1621 Burton Avat. ATeZ. Democr. to Rdr. (1657) 
63 *Fire-trades, as Smiths, Forge-men [etc.]. 

4, parasynthetic and similative, as /ire-angry, 
-burning, -flowing, -like, -opalescent, -souled, 
-spirited, -swift adjs. 

¢ 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xxii. 476, I am well sure 
that Charlemagne shall wexe *fyre angry for it. 1562 ° 
Coorer Answ. Priv. Masse (Parker Soc.) 66 But your 
scalding hot and *fireburning charity may be more justly 
charged with the continuance thereof. 1820 SHELLEY V7s. 
Sea 19 Like whirlpools of *fire-flowing iron. 1567 MarLet 
Gr. Forest 56 The Peare tree. .is called Pyrus, for that it is 
in his fashion and kinde of growth, Piramidall or *firelike. 
1875 Tennyson Q. Mary i. v, I'll have it burnish’d firelike. 
1882 Myers Renewal of Youth, etc. 94 *Vire-opalescent 
wilderness! 1876 Swinpurne Lvechth. (ed. 2) 47 Wrath of 
a *firesouled king. 1839 Baitey /estus xvii. (1848) 159 
Things hidden, seen alone by eyes *Fire-spirited, 1876 
Swinpurne Lvechth. (ed. 2) 16 *Fire-swift wheels That whirl 
the four-yoked chariot. 

II. Special comb. 

5. fire-action, the action of firing, esf. skirmish- 
ing in line; fire-adjuster (sce quot.) ; fire-alarm, 
an automatic arrangement by which notice of fire 
is given, also aftrzb.; + fire-amel, enamel pro- 
duced by fire; fire-ant (see quots.) ; fire-back, 
(a) the back wall of a furnace or fire-place ; (0) a 
pheasant of the genus L2flocamus (L. ignitus), 
hence fire-backed adj. (Cent. Dict.) ; fire-balloon, 
a balloon whose buoyancy is derived from the heat 
of a flaming combustible suspended at its mouth; 
fire - bank (see quot.) ; fire- barrel, a cylinder 
filled with combustibles, used in fire-ships; fire- 
bar, one of the iron bars of a grate or of a boiler 
furnace ; fire-beater (for -deeter: see Burr v. 11) 
dial., a stoker; fire-bill (see quot.); fire-blast, 
a disease of certain plants, giving them a scorched 
appearance ; fire-blight, a disease of hops; fire- 
board, (@) a board used to close up a fireplace in 
summer, a chimney board; (0) (see quot. 1883); 
fire-boat = FIRE-SHIP 1; fire-bolt, a thunder- 
bolt ; hence fire-do/ted adj., struck with lightning; 
+ fire-bome (? dome = BomB sd. 1), a beacon; 
fire-boom JVaut. (see quot. 1867); fire-boss 
(U.S.) Mining (see quot.; cf. FIREMAN 5); fire- 
bottle, an early application of phosphorus for the 
purpose of fire-lighting; fire-break (U.S.), a 
cleared space round a homestead, a village, etc. to 
guard against prairie fires; fire-brick, a brick 
capable of. withstanding intense heat without 
fusion, also attrib.; fire-bridge (see quot. 1874) ; 
+ fire-brief, a circular letter asking assistance for 
sufferers by fire ; fire-brigade, an organized body 
of firemen ; + fire-broil, the heat of a conflagra- 
tion ; fire-bug (U.S), an incendiary; +fire-cane — 
(see quot. 1644); fire-cask, a cask of water, pro- 
vided as a resource against fire on board ship; 
fire-chamber (see quot.); ‘| fire-chemise (see 
quot.) ; fire-churn = fire-drii/; fire-clay, a clay 
capable of resisting great heat, used for fire-bricks, 
etc. ; fire-club, + (a) a kind of firework ; (6) U.S. 
a club of firemen (?); fire-cock, a cock or spout 
to give water to extinguish a fire; + fire-coffer, a 
kind offireship ; fire-company, (@) a fire-brigade; 
(4) a fire insurance company ; fire-crook = FIrE- 
HOOK ; fire-department, (@) the department in an 
insurance office which deals with insurances against 
fire; (4) U.S. a body of firemen ; fire-dog = AND- 
IRON; + fire-dragon = FIRE-DRAKE; fire-drill, 
the name given by Tylor to a primitive contrivance, 
consisting of an obtuse-pointed stick which is twirled 
between the hands with the point in a hole in a 
flat piece of soft wood till fire is produced ; hence 

Jire-drilling vbl. sb.; fire-edge, /z¢. the edge of a 
weapon hardened in the fire ; hence fg. (now only 
dial.) fire, spirit, ‘freshness’ ; fire-escape, an ap- 
paratus for facilitating the escape of persons from 
a building on fire; fire-fan, (a) a small hand fire- 
screen (0ds.); () (see quot. 1874) ; fire-fiend, (a) 
fire personified as an evil spirit of destruction ; (4) 
a fire-god; (c) an incendiary (col/og.) ; + fire-fit a., 
fit for burning; fire-flag, (@) a meteoric flame; 
(6) a flag of distress, when a ship is on fire; fire- 

if 
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flair, the sting-ray, Zrygon Pastinaca or Raia 
Pastinaca; * fire-flyer, a kind of firework ; fire- 
free a., safe from fire, fire-proof; fire-grappling, 
a grappling iron with which to capture fireships ; 
fire-guard, a wire frame or semicircular railing put 
in front of a fireplace, to keep children or others 
from accidental injury; also a grating placed 
before the bars of a fire to prevent the coals from 
falling out ; fire-hole, (a) a furnace ; (0) (see quot. 
1835); tfire-hoop, a hoop made of brushwood 
steeped in tar, etc., set on fire and thrown into an 
enemy’s ship ; fire-hose, a hose-pipe for conveying 
water to a fire; fire-insurance, insurance against 
losses by fire; also attrid.; fire-isle, a volcanic 
island; fire-junk, a kind of fireship; fire-king, 
(a) fire personified as a monarch; (4) a champion 
fire-eater ; fire-lamp, A/inzng, a basket of burning 
coals used (a) to give light to banksmen where gas 
is not used, (4) to create a draught ; fire-lighter, 
(2) one who kindles a fire; (6) material for light- 
ing fires; fire-lute, a composition or lute capable 
of resisting great heat ; fire-maker, one who lights 
or makes fire or a fire; fire-marble, AZzz, = Lu- 
MACHEL ; fire-mark, the mark left by a branding- 
iron; fire-measure = PYROMETER ; fire-money, a 
payment for firing at school; + fire-night, a night 
round the fire-side ; fire-opal, a variety of opal 
showing flame-coloured internal reflections; fire- 
piece, (@) =FIRE-aRM; (4) a picture having as its 
subject a fire ; fire-pile, a pile of wood on which 
a person is burnt to death, or a corpse is cremated ; 
fire-plug, a contrivance for connecting a hose, or 
the supply-pipe of a fire-engine, with a water-main 
in case of fire; fire-policy, the official certificate 
received from an insurance office, guaranteeing 
the payment of a certain sum in the case of loss 
of property by fire; fire-porr, fire-prong dal., 
a poker; fire-raft, a raft for setting an enemy’s 
shipping on fire; fire-roll (Vawt.), a peculiar 
beat of the drum on an alarm of fire; fire-room, 
a room containing a fire-place; + fire-salt a., 
pungently salt; fire-setting, the softening or 
cracking of the working-face of a lode, to facilitate 
excavation, by exposing it to a wood fire built 
close against it (Raymond A/ining Gloss.); + fire- 
snort a@., sending forth fire through the nose; fire- 
spout, a jet of volcanic fire (cf. waterspout) ; fire- 
sprit (dia/.)=FIRE-BRAND ; ‘| fire-spy, one who 
is on the look out for a fire; fire-steel (see 
quot.) ; fire-stick, (a) a burning brand; (4) = 
Jfire-drill; fire-stink, Mining (see quot. 1881) ; 
fire-swab (/Vaut.), the wet bunch of rope-yarn 
used to cool a gun in action and swab up any 
grains of powder; fire-swart @., + (a) blackening 
with fire ; (4) blackened by fire; fire-syringe, a 
piston and cylinder employed to produce combus- 
tion by means of the heat resulting from the com- 
pression of air; fire-teazer, a stoker; fire-tile, a 
tile capable of resisting great heat; fire-tower, 
(a) a tower with a beacon on its top, serving the 
purpose of a light-house; (6) a watch-tower to 
guard against fires in towns; fire-trap, a place 
with insufficient means of egress in case of fire ; 
fire-tree, (a) a kind of firework ; (0) =flame-tree ; 
(c) in New Zealand the Aetrostderos tomentosa 
(Cent. Dict.) ; + fire-trunk, (@) a kind of projectile 
or ‘ fire-work’ ; (0) Vaud. (see quots.) ; fire-tube, a 
pipe-flue; fire-vessel, (z) a receptacle for fire, a fire- 
pan; (6) =Fire-suip; fire-ward, -warden, U.S. 
the chief officer of a fire-brigade; +} fire-water- 
work, the name given by the Marquess of Worcester 
to a rude steam-engine which he invented; fire- 
well (sce quot.) ; + fire-wheel, a kind of fire-work, 
a catherine-wheel; fire-worm, (@) = FIRE-FLY; 
(6) a glow-worm; fire-wreath = /ire-hoop. 

1875 CLery Minx, Tact. ix. 100 *Fire-action was the actual 
means of victory. 1882 SaLa Amer, Revis. (1885) 229 xote, 
A ‘*Fire Adjuster’ is a gentleman..who is continually. . 
‘adjusting’ claims for losses by fire. 1849 Mech. Mag. 
LI. 425 A difficulty which has proved fatal to all our *fire 
alarms. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1.849/2 Fire-alarm Tele- 
graph. 1423 Jas. | Kingis Q. xlviii, Hir nek, quhite as the 
*fyre amaille. 1796 StepMAN Swrixam II. xx. gt Small 
emmets, called here *fire-ants, from their painful biting. 
1863 Bates Nat. Amazon ix. (1864) 241 Fire-ants (formiga 
de Jogo) under the floors, 1862 Woop /l/ustr. Nat. Hist., 
Birds 613 The very handsome *Fireback is an Asiatic bird, 
inhabiting Sumatra. 1874 Kwnicur Dict. Mech. 1. 862/t 
Fire-back. 1822 Imison Sc. §& Art I. 170 *Fire-balloons, 
or those raised by heated air, 1847 TENNYSON Princ. Prol. 
74 A fire-balloon Rose gem-like. 1888 J. Payn AZyst. AZir- 
bridge ix, A fire-balloon which he had sent up on a Guy 
Fawkes’ Day. 1883 GresiEy Gloss. Coal Mining, *Fire- 
bank, a spoil-bank which takes fire spontaneously. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 13 A course sort of Iron. .fit for *Fire- 
bars. 1844 Proc. Inst. Civ, Eng. U1. 312 The fuel is spread 


over a large surface of fire-bar[ina furnace]. 188z F. Campin 
Moch. Engineering xii. 168 At @ are fire-bars forming the 
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grate. 1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4082/3 Throwing down *Fire- 
Barrels. 1883 JZanch. Guardian 17 Oct. 5/2 A determined 
attempt was made by a *firebeater .. to murder his wife. 
1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., *Fire-bill, the distribution 
of the officers and crew in the case of the alarm of fire. 1727 
Desacuuiers in Phil. Trans, XXXIV. 269 *Fire-Blasts .. 
may be occasion’d by Solar Rays reflected from, or condens’d 
by Clouds, 1824 ForsytuH Fruit Trees xxvii. 373 This is 
what is called a fire-blast. 1750 Extis Mod. Husbandm, 
IV. 1. vi. 74 They [hops] are subject to the. .*Fire-blight, 
and the Mould or Dwindle. 1855 H. CLrarxe Dict., *Pire- 
board, chimney-board. 1883 Grestey Gloss. Coal Mining, 
Fire-board, a piece of board with the word ve painted 
upon it..to caution men and lads not to take a naked light 
beyond it. 1885 A. T. SLosson in Harper's Mag. Apr. 
804/xt There was a..fire-place, but it was closed by a fire- 
board. 1826 Mrs, SHettey Last man II, ii. 51 *Fire-boats 
were launched from the various ports. 1583 STANYHURST 
At nets, etc, (Arb.) 137 A clapping *fyerbolt (such as oft, 
with rownce robel hobble, Ioue toe the ground clattreth), 
1832 Bryant Hurricane 37 As the fire-bolts leap to the 
world below. 1839 Bawey estzs (1848) 16/2 The root of 
oak *firebolted. c1440 Promp. Parv. 29 Beekne or *fyre- 
bome, jar (pharus P.), 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine 
(1789), In which sense it [dovte dehors] is usually called 
*fre-boom, 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Fire-booms, 
long spars swung out from a ship’s side to prevent the 
approach of fire-ships. .or vessels accidentally on fire. 1883 
GresLey Gloss. Coal Mining, *Fire-bosses (U.S.A.), under- 
ground officials who examine the mine for gas, and inspect 
every safety-lamp taken into the colliery. 1823 J. Bap- 
cock Dom, Amiusem. 122 A most useful application of 
phosphorus... is the art of making the “fire bottle, that 
affords immediate light. 1885 Boston (Mass.) rnd. 26 Sept. 
4/t Fears are entertained for the safety of the town, and 
teams are out plowing *fire-breaks around it. 1793 Trans. 
Soc. Encourag. Arts IV. 123 Let the whole of the cylinder 
..be lined with *fire bricks. 1865 Dazly Ted. 21 Oct. 5/1 
The fire-brick footway. 1854 Ronatps & RicHarpson Chev, 
Technol. \. 263 Admitting a current of air behind, or through 
the “fire-bridge. 1874 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1. 862/2 Fire- 
bridge, a plate or wall at the back of the furnace to. . prevent 
the fuel being carried over. a 1643 W. Cartwricut Ox the 
Great Frost 51 We laugh at *fire-Briefs now, although they 
be Commended to us by his Majesty. 1838 Penny Cycl. X. 
279 Withina few years the firemen belonging to the different 
insurance companies in London have been formed into a 
body—the *Fire Brigade. 1583 SranvHursT Axe7s m1. 
(Arb.) 75 Then my holye domesticall housgods, In last nights 
*fyrebroyls, that from Troy skorched I saulued. 1872 O. W. 
Homes Poet Breakf.-t. 1. (2885) 7 Political *firebugs we 
call °em. 1883 Pall Mall G. 6 Sept. 12/r It is believed 
there exists an organized band of ‘firebugs’. 1644 Dicsy 
2 Treat. 1. xvii. 147 Indian canes(..called *firecanes), being 
rubbed with some other sticke of the same nature, ..will of 
themselues sett on fire. 1670 Lassers Voy. [taly I. Pref., 
They bring home nothing but firecanes, parots, and 
Monkies, 1804 A. Duncan Mariner's Chron. III. 101 
The only article we now wanted was water. I recollected 
the *fire-cask in the mizen-chains. 1859 RANKINE Steanz 
Engine § 303 In the External Furnace Boiler, the furnace 
or *fire-chamber is wholly outside of .. the water vessel or 
boiler. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1. 863/1 Fire-chamber 
(Puddling), the chamber at the end of the puddling-furnace. 
1727-41 CHAMBERS Cyc/. s.v. Chemise, *Wire-Chemise is a 
piece of linen cloth, steeped in a composition of .. combus- 
tible matters ; used at sea, to set fire to the enemy’s vessel. 
1865 TvLor EHarly Hist. Man. ix. 253 Churning fiercely at 
the *fire-churn. 1819 Rees Cyc/. s.v., A very excellent *fire- 
clay. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 309 The 
radiating power of the small barrack grate is aided .. by a 
fireclay back. 1634 J. Bate JZyst. Nat. §& Art u. 92 The 
description and making of two sorts of *Fire-clubs. 1826 
Cusuinc Newburyport Pref., The fire-clubs and engine 
societies [of the town]. 1856 Emerson Ang.Tratts, Cockayne 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 67 To carry the boisterous dulness of a 
fire-club into a polite circle. 1707 Act 6 Annec. 58§1 To 
the Intent such Plugs or *Fire Cocks may always upon 
Occasion of any Fire be opened. 1844 Proc. Just. Civ. Eng. 
III. 318 In enclosed premises .. firecocks are much to be 
preferred [to plugs]. 1804 Naval Chron. XII. 331 Four 
*¥Fire-coffers filled with combustibles. 1832 WEBSTER, *//7ve- 
company, a company of men for managing~an engine to ex- 
tinguish fire. @ 1668 Davenant Szege Rhodes (1673) 20 The 
*Fire-crooks are too short! 1855 H. CLrarKe Dict, * Five de- 
partment, body of firemen. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge x, 
The *fire-dogs in the common room. 1556 Chron. Gr. 
Friars (Camden) 3 In the ayre was sene *fyere draggons and 
sprettes flyenge. 1865 Tytor Larly Hist. Man. ix. 228 
The use of the *fire-drill. 727d. 237 It comes much nearer 
than ‘*fire-drilling’ to the yet simpler process of striking 
fire with two pieces of split bamboo. 1614 Marknam 
Cheap Husb. 1. ii. (1668) 29 [To put a horse to these lessons] 
after his *fireedge is taken away, will but bring him to a 
loathing of his instruction. _@ 1684 Leicuton Comm. 1 Pet. 
(ed. Valpy) 388 Blunt that fire-edge upon your own hard.. 
hearts. 1878 Cumberld. Gloss., ‘He gallop’t his laal nag 
till t’ fire edge was off.’ 1788 Sfecif. Dufour’s Patent No. 
1652. 1 A Machine called a *Fire escape. 1832 Examiner 
678/z1 They.. rush to the fire-escapes. a@1700 B, E. Dict, 
Cant. Crew, * Fire-fanns, little Hand-Skreens for the Fire. 
1706 Couiier Ref. Ridic. 43 They praise. .the Fire-Fan that 
is offer'd them. 1874 Knicurt Dict. Mech. 1, 867/2 Fire-fan, 
a small blast apparatus adapted to a portable forge, 1815 
Moore Lad/a R. (1817) 251 Tis he.. The fellest of the *Fire- 
fiends’ brood. 1398 CHAPMAN Ov7d’s Bang. Sence Cjb, That 
lye like *fire-fit blocks. 1798 Corertpce Anc. Mar. v. vi, 
A hundred *fire-flags sheen. 1879 Ann. Reg. 22 The red 
ensign reversed (fire-flag) was run up. @1705 Ray Syx, 
Method. Pisctum (1713) 24 Pastinaca marina .. the *¥ire- 
Flaire. 1861x J. Coucn Brit, Fishes (1862) 1. 74 The Tor- 
pedo and Fire flair have soft and sweet flesh. 1799 G, 
Smitu Laboratory 1. 30 Charges for *fire-flyers and wheels, 
1650 FuLLER Piseah 11. v. 122 So “firefree they could not be 
burned. 1883 Sir H. Dovctas Ailit. Bridges (ed. 3) 111 
Light boats were constantly kept in readiness, with “fire- 
grapplings, to meet and anchor anything that might be 
drifted down the stream, 1852 Burn Wav. § Mil. Tech. 
Fr. Dict. 1. 96 *Fire-guard. 1823 P. Nicuotson Pract, 
Ruild. 362 The *fire-hole, or furnace. 1835 Sir J. C. Ross 
Narr. end Voy. Explan, Terms p. xvi, /zve-hole, a hole in 
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the ice, kept open in order to obtain water to extinguish fire. 
1876 Davis Polaris Exp. ix. 217 The crew..had been em- 
ployed in. . keeping the fire-hole open. 15853 Hicins ¥2nizs° 
Nomenclator 279 Malleoli..*fire hoopes. 1867 SmyrTH 
Sailors Word-bk., Fire-hoops. 1883 Century Mag. XXVII1. 
33 The stream might have played, like a *fire-hose, on the 
Toll House roof. 1822 Lond. Directory 6 Norwich Union 
*fire-insurance Society. 1858 Lp, Sr. Leonarps Handy Bk. 
Prop. Law vii. 45 A word of advice about your Fire In- 
surance. 1818 SHELLEY Rev. /slanz vu. viii. 8 From the 
*fire-isles came he. 1884 Chr. World 28 Aug. 641/3 ‘The 
burning gunboats and *firejunks. 1829 CartyLe Jisc. 
(2857) II. ror The Birmingham *Fire-king has visited the 
fabulous East. 1861 Lezsuxe H. 17 Oct. 661 Thus aided 
[by the wind], the fire-king marched victoriously from east 
towest. 1876 Chamb. Frnl. 11 Nov. 733 The fire-king de- 
voured flaming brimstone by way of dessert. 1883 GrESLEY 
Gloss. Coal Mining, *Fire-lamp. 1779 Hist. Europe in 
Ann. Reg. (1780) 127/1 Will..the Clerks, or even the “fire- 
lighter come to prove it ?_ 1758 Llaboratory laid open Introd, 
51 The *firelute. 1710 Patmer Proverbs 61 Even from the 
*fire-makers and necessary-women, to the groom of the stole. 
1865 TyLor Larly Hist. Man. ix. 228 The wide-spread 
legends of first firemakers, 1816 W. Puitiirs Jz. (1818) 
97 It has obtained the name of *Fire marble. a 1661 Hoty- 
DAY Fuvenal 253 What learns his Son, who does .. *Fire- 
marks, and Country-jails with joy admire? 1690 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 2571/4 Lost..a brown Gelding .. a Flower-de-luce Fire. 
mark on the near Hip. 1833 N. Arnotr PAysics 11, 115 
The apparatus has been called Wedgewood’s Pyrometer, or 
*fire-measure. 1721 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1886) II. 
74 All gratuities..such as entrance money, cockpenny, “fire 
money,and quarteridge. 1653 lVoctes Tibernz i. 3Some have 
learned more of their Teacher..on a *fire-night, than sitting 
at the desk all the day. 1816 R. Jameson Char. Jin, 1. 238 
Third Sub-species, *Fire Opal. 1738 [G. Smitu] Curzous 
Relat. 11. 358 Twenty-seven Foresters, with *Fire-Pieces in 
their Arms. 1775 J. Wricut Let. in Atheneum 10 July 
(1886) 56/3 A report that I paint fire-pieces admirably. 1664 
H. More Myst. Inig. xv. 167 Multitudes. .martyred. . either 
at one common “*fire-pyle, or else in barns and dwelling- 
houses. 1863 Blackw. Mag. Sept. 292 Hercules ..who has 
ascended from the fire-pile to the Nectar Hall of Olympus. 
1713 Lond. Gaz. No. 5116/11 Scarcity of Water, occasion’d 
by the want of *Fire-Plugs inthe Street. 1840 Dickens Old 
C. Shop xx, The pony looked with great attention into a fire- 
plug which was near him. 18538 Ocitvie Sul. *Fire- 
policy. 1588 Inv. R. Hyndmer in Wills §& Inv. (Surtees) 
162 A “fyer porre, a payre of tonges [etc.]. 1855 Whztby 
Gloss., Fire-porr. 1868 Inventory W. Strickland in Rich- 
wind Wills & Inu. (Surtees) 222 A *fyer pronge. 1776 T. 
Jerrerson Lett. Writ. 1893 II. 83 One of the two *fire-rafts 
.. Srappled the Phoenix ten minutes. 1844 H. H. Witson 
Brit. India Il. 52 To .. destroy any armed boats or fire- 
rafts they might meet with. 1830 Marryat King’s Own 
ii, He desired the *‘fire-roll’ to be beat by the drummer. 
1805 Forsytu Beauties Scott. (1806) III. 123 One wing ofa 
new castle. .in which there are between fifty and sixty *fire- 
rooms. 1650 FULLER Pisgah u. xii. 246 Partly because the 
water hereof was salt with a witness, *fire-salt, as I may say. 
1611 SyLvesTER Dz Bartas u. iv. ut, Schisuze 629 The *fire- 
snort Palfreys. 1794 SuttivAN View Nat. II. 184 Three 
*fire-spouts broke out. 181x W. J. Hooxer /celand (1813) 
II. 128 Several fire-spouts were distinctly seen. 1848 C. 
Bronté ¥. Lyre (1857) 267, I have seen what a *fire-sprit 
you can be when you are indignant. 1676 C. Hatton in 
Hatton Corr. (1878) 141 One of my L4 Craven’s *fire-spyes. 
1585 Hicins Punins’ Nomenclator 244 Igniariune .. a *fire- 
steele wherewith to strike fire out ofa flint. c1300 Havelok 
966 Was it nouth worth a *fir sticke. 1587 GoLpiInc De 
Mornay xi. 158 The babe, who thinkes his Nurce does him 
wrong .. when sometimes shee plucks a firestick from him, 
1794-6 E. Darwin Zoom. (1801) I. 30 If a fire-stick be whirled 
round in the dark. 1833 Sturt Lxfed. S. Australia I. iii. 
tos Several carried fire-sticks. 1865 TyLor Zarvly Fist. 
Man. ix. 238 For many years, flint and steel could not drive 
it [the fire-drill] out of use among the natives, who went on 
carrying every man his fire-sticks. 188 Raymond Mining 
Gloss., * Fire-stink, the stench from decomposing iron pyrites, 
caused by the formation of sulphuretted hydrogen. 1855 
Ociivie Sxupfl., *Fire-swab. «a x000 Crist 984 (Gr.) Fered 
zefter foldan *fyrswearta lez. @ 1849 W. Taytor in Southey 
Comm.-pl. Bk. TV. 93 Thy shatter’d fire-swart hall. 1863 
TynpDALL Heat i. 13 The “fire syringe. 1827 West. Rev. 
VII. 279 The..*fire-teazer who holds the soul of the steam- 
boat..in his hands. 1843 Mitt Lagzc I. 1. iv. § 1. 105 The 
fire-teazer of a modern steam-engine. 1854 Ronatps & 
Ricuarpson Chem. Technol. (ed. 2) I. 348 The under-surface 
of the cylinder being protected by “*fire-tiles from the direct 
and too powerful action of the fire. 1827 G. Hiccins Cedtic 
Druids Pref. 46 They have of late obtained the names in 
general of *fire towers. © 1887 Sfectator 28 May 722/2 The 
building appears to have been a regular *fire-trap. 1801 
Srrutt Sforts & Past. 1. iii. 332 Exhibitions .. consisting 
chiefly in “fire-trees, jerbs, and rockets. 1639 J. C[ruso] A7¢ 
of Warre 154 To make a *fire-ttrunk. Take a piece of light 
wood..bore it through. .with a hole ofan inch in diameter ;. . 
place at the one end an half pike. . To charge the trunk, put 
a charge of beaten powder in the bottome [etc.]. 1687 J. 
Ricuarps ¥rnl. Siege Buda 26 Stones, Granadoes, Arrows, 
Bullets, and Fire-Trunks. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine 
(1789), Sazszsson, the trough. .which communicates the flame 
from the train to the fire-trunks or powder-barrels in a fire- 
ship, 1830 Malconer's Dict. Marine, Fire-trunks are wooden 
funnels fixed in fire-ships under the shrouds, to convey the 
flames to the masts, rigging, and sails, 1855 H. CLARKE 
Dict., *Fire-tube. 1382 Wycur 2x, xxvii. 3 Toonges, and 
hokes, and *fyer vessels. 1827 Lxaminer 723/2 The Dart- 
mouth sending a boat to one of the fire-vessels. 1763 Je 
Avams Diary Feb. Wks. 1850 II. 144 Collectors, wardens, 
*fire-wards, and representatives, are regularly chosen. 1832 
Wexsster, Five-ward, Firewarden. 1663 Mro. WorcESTER 
Cent. Inv. Index, A *Fire Water-work 68. 1879 GEIKIE in 
Encyctl, Brit. (ed. 9) X. 250/1 Emanations of carburetted 
hydrogen, which, when they take fire, are known as *Fire- 
wells. 1634 J. Bate JZyst. Nat. & Artu.77 How to make 
Gironells or *fire wheeles. 1799 G.SmitH Laboratory 1. 27 
The fire wheels that are used on land, turn upon an iron 
pin or bolt, drawn or screwed into a post. 1567 MapLer 
Gr. Forest 111 Another which is called the *fier Worme, & 
semeth as it were to be a kinde of Spider. ae Byron 
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Cain 1. i, I have seen the fire-flies and fire-worms. 1639 
J. C[ruso] Art of Warre 93 Fire-balls, granadoes, *fire- 
wreathes, and fire-trunks. 1862 H. Marryat Year in 
Sweden 11, 346 note, Fire-arrows shot from the bows, as well 
as fire-wreaths cast into the vessels of the enemy. 

b. In various plant-names, as fire-bush (see 
quot.) ; fire-grass d7a/., parsley piert (A/chemilla 
arvensis), so called because used as a remedy for 
erysipelas (J. Smith, Dom. Bot. 1871); fire-leaves, 
(a) Plantago media; (b) Scabiosa succisa; fire- 
pink (see quot.); fire-weed, applied to various 
plants (see quots.) that spring up on burnt land. 

1882 Garden 13 May 322/2 The *Fire Bush (Zybothrium 
coccineum) .. which thrives so wellin.. Devonshire. 1860 
Gard. Chron. 11 Aug. 738 *Fire-leaves. In Gloucestershire 
the name is given to the leaves of Plantains; and we have 
heard it in Herefordshire used for the Scadiosa succisa 
(Devil’s bit). 1882 Garden 6 May 307/2 The *Fire Pink 
(Silene virginica).—The flowers of this Catchfly are unsur- 
passed as regards brilliancy by those of any other plant. 
1792 J. Berxnar Hist. New-Hampsh. Il. 133 No other 
culture being necessary .. but the cutting of the “*fire- 
weed. 1829 Loupon Encycl. Plants 706 Senecio hieraci- 
folius..in North America, as S. vulgaris in Europe .. is 
known by the name of the Fire-weed. 1857 THorEAu Maine 
W. (2894) 350 There were great fields of fire-weed (Z#z/o- 
bium angustifolium) on all sides. 1861 Miss Prarr Flower. 
Pi. U1. 104 In Virginia, the Thorn-Apple is called Fireweed. 
1866 Treas. Bot., Fireweed, an American name for Zvrech- 
thites hieracifolia. 1892 R. Kiriine in Times (weekly ed.) 
24 Nov. 13/3 The fire-weed glows in the centre of the drive- 
ways. . 

ce. In provincial or local names of birds and 
insects, as fire-crest, the golden-crested wren 
(Regulus itgnicapillus); also fire-crested wren; 
fire-flirt, the redstart (Ruticilla phenicurus); fire- 
hang-bird, the Baltimore oriole (see FIRE-BIRD) ; 
fire-tail, (a) the redstart; (6) a small finch-like 
bird of Tasmania ; also, fire-tazled finch ; (ce) (see 
quot. 1868). 


1885 Swainson Prov, Names Birds 229 *Fire crest. bid, 
13 Redstart .. *Fire flirt. 1855 LowELt Let. to Stillman 
21 May, The linnets, catbirds, *fire hang-birds, and robins. 
1802 G. Montacu Orzith. Dict. (1833) 412 *Fire-tail .. the 
Redstart. 1865 Goutp Hadbk, Birds Australia 1. 406 
Zoneginthus bellus, Fire-tailed Finch .. Fire-tail. 1867 
Cornh, Mag. XV. 593 ‘There's a firetail’, said the boy. 
1868 Woon Homes without H, xxv. 481 Those splendid 
insects which are popularly called Ruby-tailed Flies or Fire- 
tails and scientifically are termed Chrysididz. 

Fire (foie1),v.1 Forms: 1 fyrian, 3 furen(z), 
4-1 fyre, (4 fijre, 5 firin), 6-7 fier, 4- fire. [f. 
Fire sb.; OE. had fyréan (once, in sense 1); cf. 
OHG. fiurén to be on fire, fiwrven to set on fire 
(MHG, viuren, mod.G. fexerz).] 

+1. ¢rans. To supply with firing. (Only OE.) 

c970 Canons of Edgar, Penitents §14 Fede pearfan and 
scryde and husize and fyrize, badige and beddige. 

2. trans. To set on fire, so as to damage or de- 


stroy ; sometimes, to consume or destroy by fire. 

a1400-s0 Alexander 2217 A full thousand he fangid to 
fire pe foure 3atis. c1440 Promp. Parv. 162/1 Fyrin, or 
sette on a fyre, or brinnyn. c1490 Adam Bel 117 in Ritson 
Anc. Pop. P. 9 They fyred the house in many a place. 1592 
Lyry JZdas 1.i, Least desiring things above my reach, I be 
fiered with Phaeton. 1699 BentLey Pal. 77 Cylon fired 
the Pythagorean College. 1840 THirtwatt Greece VII. lvi. 
180 He fired his camp, 1848 Kinastey Saizt’s Trag. ml. ii. 
When all your stacks were fired, she lent you gold. 

b. To light, kindle, ignite (anything intended 
for the purpose ; now only a beacon, or something 
explosive). 

1393 GoweErR Cou. I. 8x Sinon .. Withinne Troie..a tokne 
hath fired. ¢1489 Caxton Sounes of Aymon xvii. 399 He 
toke a torche and fyred it. 1571 Dicces Pantownz. Pref. 
Aiij b, He hath .. sundrie times by the Sunne beames fired 
Powder. 1665 S7rx 7. Roe’s Voy. E. Ind. 428 They fire an 
innumerable company oflamps. 1795 Phil. Trans. LKXXV. 
461 Twenty..white lights, which were fired at Beachy 
Head. 1860 ‘Tynpati Glac. u. iii. 242 Gunpowder could 
easily be fired by the heat of the sun’s rays converged. 

+e. To fire about: to surround with fires. Ods. 

c1440 Bone Flor. 709 The Grekys had fyred hym abowte, 
That he myght on no syde owte. 

+d. Used in the imperative as an imprecation. 

1752 Foote Taste u. Wks. 1799 I. 23 Fire me, my Lord, 
there may be more in this than we can guess. 1760 — 
Minor i. ibid. I, 241 Fire him, a snub-nos’d son of a bitch. 

3. jig. To set (a person) on fire; to inspire with 
passion or strong feeling or desire ; to inflame, heat, 
animate. Also, to kindle or inflame (a passion, etc.). 

1228 St. Marher. 18 Wid be halwunde fur of be hali gast 
moncunne froure fure min heorte. ¢1385 CHaucer Z.G. W, 
1o13 Dido, That al the world her beute hadde y-fyred. 
a14z0 Hocciteve De Reg. Princ. 3835 They kyndlen ire, 
and firen lecherie. 31602 Marston Axtonio's Rev. u. iii, 
What danke marrish spirit, But would be fyred with im- 
patience? 1697 DrypEen Virg. Past. vin. 99 Verse fires the 
frozen Veins. 1728 YounG Odes to King Wks. 1757 1. 176 
What hero's praise Can fire my lays, Like His? 1749 
Fiectpinc Yom Yones xv. iv, Perceiving she had fired the 
young Lord’s pride. 1775 JoHNsoN Vax. no Tyr. 22 The 
nations of Europe were fired with boundless expectation. 
1813 Scotr Rokeby 1. xii, Fired was each eye, and flushed 
each brow. a@1862 Bucxte Misc. Wks. (1872) I. 13 Venice, 
that land so calculated to fire the imagination of a poet. 
88x Mattock Romance Nineteenth Cent. Il. 62 These 
imaginations fired him with a new longing for her. 

+b. =FEAGUE v. 2 b. 

1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (ed. 2) II. 61 You may 
chance to get a View of the Horses without the Dealer's 
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having first put them upon their Mettle, or fired them, as it 
is called; for the last of these they will do, if possible, unless 
the Horse happens to set his Tail naturally. ; 

4, intr. To catch fire, to be kindled or ignited ; 
+ also, to be consumed by fire. Of a coal mine: 
(see quot. 1892). Zo fire up: (of a volcano) to 
burst into flame. 

a@ 1618 RALEIGH AZo/, 29 For I will fire with the Gallioones 
if it come to extreamity. 1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1628/2 In 
this Fight, the Frigat fired twice. 1731 S. Hates Sta?. Ess. 
I. 270 As in the case where houses are first beginning to fire. 
1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I. viii. 39 Gunpowder will 
readily fire with a spark. 1869 PHILiips Vesuv. ii. 59 On the 
zoth of April rain came with the Sirocco, and the mountain, 
as usual, fired up. 1892 Morthumrberld. Gloss. s.v., A pit is 
said to have fired when an explosion of gas has taken place. 

b. ¢ransf. Of flax: To become covered with 


black spots as if burnt. 

1814 W. S. Mason Surv. Ireland 1. xm. ix. 265 They find 
from experience that the latter [American flax-seed] fired 
much more than the former [Dutch flax-seed]. 

5. fg. To become inflamed, heated, or excited. 
To fire up: to show sudden heat or anger. 

1568 T, Howett Ard, Asmiitie (1879) 38, I rage and rewe, 
I fire and freese. 1604 Marston Madcontent v. ii, Women 
are flax, and will fire in a moment. 1749 Fietpinc Tov 
Yones v. x, The parson .. fired at this information. 1798 
JANE AustEN Northang. Abd. (1833) I. vi. 25 If I were to 
hear any one speak slightingly of you, I should fire up ina 
moment, 1824 W. Irvine 7. Trav. I. 261 She fired up at 
the arrogance of the squire, 1832 Hxaminer 388/1 His 
heart swells, and his imagination fires. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge xii, I should have fired and fumed ! 

6. transf. a. trans, To redden or cause to glow 


as if on fire; to suffuse with a fiery hue. 

1593 SHAKS. Rich. //, 11. ii. 42 When .. He [the sun] fires 
the prowd tops of the Easterne Pines, 1633 P. FLETCHER 
Purple Ist. ii. to The flaming bloud, Which fir’d her scarlet 
cheek with rosie dies. 1784 CowrEer Task v. 2 The sun.. 
Ascending, fires th’ horizon. 1878 B. Taytor Deukalion u. 
ii. 59 As a strong sunset fires the unwilling East. 

b. intr. To glow as if on fire; to grow as red 


as fire. 

1865 J. C. Witcocxs Sea Fisherm. (1875) 118 When the 
water fires, or, as the fishermen term it, ‘brimes’, 1886 A. 
Lane Lett. to Dead Authors xvii.177 Watching. .the dawn 
as it fired. 

7. a. trans, To affect (the body) with a burning 
sensation. ? Obs. b. intr. To become heated or 


inflamed. ? U.S. 

1673 Ray ¥ourn. Low C. 459 Olives.. are of a horrid .. 
taste, firing the throat and palate. 1889 Century Dict. 
s. v., His feet fire easily in walking. (Colloq.) 


8. trans. To drive (any one) away from a place 
by fire; with oz, out of, from, or equivalent const. 


Also fig. Obs. or rare. 

1530 Parser. 551/1 Come out, or I shall fyre the out. 
1590 Martowe “dw. //, ut. ii, March to fire them from 
their starting-holes. 1605 SHaxs. Leary v. iii. 23 He.. shall 
bring a Brand from Heauen, And fire vs hence, like Foxes. 
1615 ByrieLp £.xfos. Col. iii. 5 Lust will not usually out 
of the soul ., till it be fired out with confession. 1677 W. 
Hussarp WVarrative 128 The rest of the Enemy being first 
fired out of their strong hold, were taken. 1728 Swirr 
Let. Dubl. Wkly. Frnl. 21 Sept., The law is like the wooden 
houses of our ancestors .. where you .. are very often fired 
out of all you have. 

+b. To force (a way) by fire. Ods. 

1671 CrownE Fuliana 1. Dram, Wks. 1873 I. 53 Ha! the 
gates fastened !..Fetch me a torch, I'll fire my way to ’um. 

9. trans. To subject to the action of fire; to pre- 
pare by heat; e.g. to bake (pottery, bricks, etc.) ; 
to dry or cure (tea or tobacco) by artificial heat. 

1662 R. Matuew Uni. Alch. \xxxix.159 The gentlier thou 
dost fire, the better wil thy Work be. 1782 Wepcwoop in 
Phil. Trans. UXXII1. 307 The kiln in which our glazed 
ware is fired furnishes three measures. 1805 J. Nicot 
Poems 1, 28 (Jam.) The dough is then rolled thin, and cut 
into small scones, which, when fired, are handed round 
the company. 1825 Beverley Lighting Act ii. 18 Hoop, 
fire, cleanse, wash or scald any cask. 1875 Sat. Rev. XL. 
553/r For green tea the leaf is ‘fired’ within two hours of 
picking. 1883 U.S. 10tk Census Report Agric. Tobacco 

2 If a damp spell occurs after the barn is filled with tos 
er it is sometimes fired with wood to save it. 1888 Pad/ 
Mall G. 19 Nov. 2/1 The work is fired, again painted with 
enamels, again fired, and so on, 

10. farriery. To burn; cauterize. 

1607 TorsELt Four, Beasts (1658) 299 Then to give him 
the fire, which Absyrtus doth not allow, saving the Spleen 
lyeth so, as it cannot easily be fired, to do him any good. 
1677 Lond. Gaz. No. 1201/4 A.. Hunting Gelding. .fired for 
the Spaven..on the near leg behind. 1737 Bracken Farvriery 
Impr. (2756) I. 320, I see no Harm in Firing or Cauterizing 
young Colts. 1869 E. Farmer Scrap Bh. (ed. 6) 27 They'll 
be most of them ‘ blistered’ or ‘fired’, and turned out ! 

11. To supply (a furnace, etc.) with fuel; to at- 
tend to the fire of (an engine). 

1760 GotpsM. C7t. W. xciii. P 3 [He] might as well send his 
manuscript to fire the baker's oven, 1862 Smites Engineers 
III. 25 George firing the engine at the wage of a shilling a 
day. 1890 Daily News 26 Dec. 5/7 The Edinburgh Works 
have as much coal as will fire the retorts for at least eight 
or ten days. 1894 Cham. Frnl. 30 June 414/1 The boilers 
were fired by oil. 

b. adsol. Also with wf: To make up a fire; to 
light up the fire of a furnace ; hence col/og. to light 
one’s pipe. 

1879 Barinc-Goutp Germany II. 368 In the depth of 
winter .. it is quite enough to fire up twice in the twenty- 
fourhours. 188x M. Reyvnotps Exgine-Driving Life 17 He 
allows the fireman to find out how to fire, when to fire, and 
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where to fire. 1890 Century Mag. rt When we had fired 
up he grew more and more in cordial mood. 1893 Catholic 
eee 21 Oct. 6/s, I had been firing on the line for five years 
back. 

ce. To fire off (a kiln): to cause it to cease 
burning. 

1884 C. T, Davis Bricks, etc. 283 When the first kiln has 
been fired-off. 

12. To apply fire to (a charge of gunpowder) in 
order to cause its explosion ; to discharge or let off 
(a gun, firework, etc.), explode (a mine, etc.). 
Also, to fire off: 

To fire a salute, to fire a certain number of guns as a 
salute; to fire a broadside, to fire all the guns on one side 
ofaship. Also fg. 

1530 Parser. 550/1 Fyer this pece.. affustez ceste piece. 
1602 Suaxs. Haw. v. il. 281 Let all the Battlements their 
Ordinance fire. 1699 W. Hacker Coll. Voy. 1v. 37 They load 
them with loose Powder .. and they fire them with Stone- 
shot. 1705 BerKELEY Cave Dunmore Wks. 1871 IV. 506, 
I desired one of our company to fire off his gun. 1799 G. 
Situ Ladboratory I. 17 These sorts of rockets are fired on 
a board or stand. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xxvii. gt At 
sundown, another salute of the same number of guns was 
fired. 1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest xv, Edward fired 
his gun into the body of the man. 1883 J. GiLmour Among 
Mongols xxvi. 315 A grey-headed old man comes out and 
fires off crackers. 1886 Mrs. Lynn Linton Paston Carew 
xl, Only when Mary fired a broadside into her character .. 
did Mrs. Richard give tongue in her behalf. 

b. causal. To cause to discharge a fire-arm. 

1847 Infantry Man. (1854) 42 The instructor will fire each 
recruit s7zgly. 

13. zntr. or absol. To discharge a gun or other 
fire-arm; to shoot. Const. at, upon, into, ete. 

Fire! as a word of command, is now apprehended as the 
vb. in the imperative; originally it was prob. the sb. (= 
Fr. fez). 

c1645 T. Tutty Siege of Carlisle (1840) 47 Stradling .. 
threatened to fire upon them, 1719 De For Crxsoe (1840 
II. iv. 93 He fired, and hit two. 1721 — Col. Yack ate) 
227 We had orders not to fire upon the burghers. 1794 
Soutney Botany Bay Ect. u, 1 fired, they fell. 1848 Mac- 
auLay Hist. Eng. Il. 250 Devonshire .. had been fired at 
from Colepepper’s windows. 1855 Hatipurton Wat. & 
Hum. Nat. 1. viii. 231 He has fired into the wrong flock 
this time. 1885 Law Times 9 May 29/2 The plaintiff. . fired 
at him, but did not hit him. | ; 

-b. transf. (Bell-ringing.) To ring all the bells 
in a peal at once. 

1788-1880 [cf. Firinc 6 b]. 

¢c. fig. Zo fire away: to start off and proceed 
(in a speech or action) with energy and rapidity ; 
to ‘go ahead’. collog. 

1775 Map. D’Arsiay Larly Diary 4 Mar., Mr. Burney 
fired away ina voluntary. 1840 Marryat Poor Yack xvii, 
Now then, Billy, fire away. 184x E. FirzGeratp Left 
(1889) I. 67 Then Edgeworth fires away about the Odes of 
Pindar. 1880 Payn Conjid. Agents III. 156 You tell it to 
me, and I willtellit to him. Fire away. 

14. znztr. Of a gun, etc. : To go off. 

1668 Lond. Gaz. No. 260/4 The Gun fired, killing two men, 
1799 Naval Chron. I. 440 A quantity of six-inch live shells 
fired. 1816 Sporting Mag. XLVII. 194 The keepers. . heard 
a gun fire. ‘ 

b. fig. To go offin an explosion of passion. 

1848 THackeray Vax. Fair lxiv, Madame de Belladonna 
« -fired off in one of her furies. 

15. ¢rans. To eject or propel (a missile) from a 
gun or other fire-arm. Zo fire away: to consume 
(ammunition) by firing. 

1888 Suaxs. L. LZ. L. 11. i. 63 Is that Lead slow which is 
fir’d from a Gunne? 1864 MacpouGatt Alodern War vii. 
176 He paralysed one-half of his army by shutting it in 
behind the ravine, where it did not firea shot. Jééd. xiii. 
428 There is a tendency in the soldiers .. to fire away their 
ammunition in a reckless and aimless manner. 1885 7i7es 
23 Jan.g/2 A man who had never commanded a regiment or 
fired a shot in anger. i 

b. transf. To propel or discharge (a missile) as 
froma gun, Also adsol. (cf.-13.) 

1708 OckLEY Savacens (1848) 143 The Persian archers 
firing on them all the while. 1849 Pitwan’s Ghost in Bards 
of the Tyne 409 (Northumb. Gloss.) They fired styens at 
him. 1878 A, Hamitton Nerv. Dis. x. 270 A boy having 
fired a brick at her. 1885 Zines 4 Feb. 4/4 If you want 
something to eat, fire a stone through a window. 

e. fig.; also, to fire off: 

1850 J. W. Croker in Croker ee (2884) III. xxvii. 
214 He had a most effective style of firing off his joke. 1859 
Reave Love me Little I.i.29 Her ardent aunt. .fired many 
glowing phrases in at the [carriage] window. 1861 HucHrEs 
Tom Brown at Oxf. ii, He .. would not notice the looks of 
recognition which Tom kept firing at him. 1873 Aveos 
XVI. 443 ‘Miss Timmens is not worth her salt’, fired Tod. 
1888 Bryce Amer. Commu. III. cxi. 600 The great set 
speeches being fired off .. with a view to their circulation in 
the country, 

16. U.S. slang. To turn (any one) ont of a place; 
to eject or expel forcibly; to dismiss or discharge 
peremptorily ; to reject (a picture sent in for exhi- 
bition). Frequently with ovt. 

It has been suggested that this sense is derived from 8, 
but this seems unlikely, 

1885 Wilner (Dakota) Free Press 25 Apr. 5/2 If..the prac- 
tice is persisted in, then they [pupils] should be fired out, 
1887 Lisbon (Dakota) Star 11 Feb. 4 Postmaster Breed says 
the next time such a thing occurs he will fire the offender 
bodily. 1889 Padi Mall G.29 Apr. 2/1 A Commissioner who 
should be discovered to have reported a subordinate ae 
would be fired from his high post, 1892 Nation (N. Y.) 15 
Dec. 447/2 Artists of genuine ability have found their can- 
vases fired, 
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Fire, v.2 Obs. variant of VEER. 

1536 BELLENDEN Cvox. Scot. tv. xiv, Thay fyrit thair 
takillis, and sank down in y® middis of y° see. 

+Fireable, z. Ods—1 [f. Frere v.+-asue.] 
Capable of being fired or set on fire. 

1662 J. CHANDLER Van Helmont’s Oriat. 137 If Iron be 
not throughout its whole Body fireable, but a Coal altogether 
fireable. ‘ 

Fire-arm. Usually 2/. [f. Frru sd. + Arm 50.2] 
A weapon from which missiles are propelled by the 
combustion of gunpowder or other explosive. (The 
sing. is late and rare in use.) 

1646 Evetyn Diary, Brescia, Here I purchas’d .. my fine 
carabine. .this citty being famous for these fire-armes. 1647 
CrarEennon ffist, Red. u. (1702) I. g2 Nor had they Am- 
munition to supply their few Fire-Arms. 1719 Dr For 
Crusoe (1840) I. xvii. 331 I left them my fire-arms} viz. 
five muskets. 1840 THAcKERAY Pavis Sk.-bk. (1872) 197 
He heard the report of a fire-arm. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. 
Educ. I11. 267 Battles are more and more fought out with 
fire-arms. f f 

Hence Fi're-armed ///. a., provided with fire- 
arms. 

1869 Pernertck Tyav. I. 139 The negroes .. having only 
clubs and lances, they were soon overpowered by the fire- 
armed Arabs. 

Fire-ball. [f. Firn sd. + Bau 5.1] 

Ll. A ball of fire or flame; applied esg. to certain 
large luminous meteors, and to lightning in a 
globular form. 

1555 Even Decades 217 The fyer baule or starre commonly 
cauled saynt Helen. 16x11 Sprep ist, Gt. Brit. 616/2 There 
was such a Tempest & thunder with great firebals of light- 
ning. 1835 Browninc Paracelsus 1. ‘I go to prove’, Unless 
God send His hail Or blinding fireballs. 1862 TynpaLL 
Mountaineer. i. 8 Sometimes the lightning seems to burst, 
like a fireball. 1883 H. A. Newron in Ezcycl, Brit. XVI. 
x08/z Another class of luminous meteors known as shooting 
or falling stars, fire balls [etc.]. 1888 P. G. Tarr zdid. 
XXIII. 330/t The most mysterious phenomenon is what 
goes by the name of ‘ globe-lightning’ or ‘ fire-ball’. 

2. Mil. A ball filled with combustible or explo- 
sive materials, used as a projectile, either to damage 
the enemy by explosion or to set fire to their works. 

1595 BarNFIELD Cassandra xli, Vulcan darted Against 
their Tower his burning fier-bals. 1609 HoLttanp Azuzmz. 
Marcell, xxiv. iv. 249 Tumbling downe huge stones, with 
firebrands, and fireballs [wzadleolis]. 1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. 
y. 120 They shot above 2000 Cannon Bullets into the Town, 
and 500 Fireballs, 1753 Cuampers Cycl. Supp., Lire balls 
are bags of canvas filled with gunpowder, sulphur, saltpetre, 
pitch, &c. 1841 Evpuinstone Ast. Jud. I. 505 A fire-ball 
struck the raja’s elephant. 

b. jig. 

1675 TRAHERNE Chr, Ethics xxv. 390 Virulent speeches are 
a fire-ball tossed to and fro, of them that love death, 1718 
Hicxes ¥. Ket¢tlewell 11. xxix. 131 At this Time there were 
Fire-Balls of Dissention flung. .all over the Kingdom. 

e. Her. (See quot.) 

1830 Rozson Brit. Her. III. Gloss. s.v. Ball, Fire Ball, 
or Ball fired proper, is always represented with the fire 
issuing from the top. hen otherwise, it should be so ex- 
pressed in the blazon; as, a dad/ fired in four places. 

3. a. A ball of coal-dust and clay or other 
material, used for kindling fires. b. A ball of 
fire-brick, put into a fire to save fuel. 

Fi-ve-bird. Also 6 fieres-bird. 

1, +a. A bird which stays by or hovers round 
the fire (quot. 1593). b. (See quot. 1865.) 

1593 Tell-troth’s New VY. Gift 12 This weather-beaten 
fieres-bird. 1865 Tytor Zarly Hist. Man. ix.252 The story 
of the fire-bird..a bird which pecked at it [a tree] and made 
fire come forth. . 

2. a. U.S. A popular name of the Baltimore 
oriole, Lcterws galbula. '. A kind of bee-eater. 

1824 W, Irvine 7. Trav. (1849) 436 The fire-bird streamed 
by them with his deep-red plumage. 1856 Bryant Poems, 
Indian Story viii, The hollow woods..Ring shrill with the 
fire-bird’s lay. 1892 Pall Afall G. 12 Nov. 3/1 You may 
watch the red fire-bird (a kind of bee-eater) as it sweeps 
.-round the bush-grown moat of the fortress. 


Fi're-blende. J. [translation of Ger. fewer- 
blende (Breithaupt in 1832), f. fewer FIRE + dlende : 
see BLENDE.] = PYROSTILPNITE. 

1850 Dana Mix. 543. 1875 Uve's Dict. Arts (ed. 7) II. 393. 

Fi‘re-boot, +-bote. Law. Obs. exc. Hist, [f. 
Fire sb. + Boor 56.1 Cf. OE. fir-béta one who 
‘beets’ or mends a fire.] The repair or mending 
of a fire; wood used for this purpose, fuel (granted 
by the landlord to the tenant) ; the right of a tenant 
to take fire-wood from off the landlord’s estate. 

1484 Lease of Manor of Scotter (N. W. Linc. Gloss.), 12 
catect subbosci pro le heybote et octo focal pro fyrbot. 
1557 Tusser 100 Points Husb, xv, A blocke at the harthe 
.. Shall helpe to saue fier bote. 1559 Will of E. Boraston 
(Somerset Ho.), My saide wyf shali .. have certayne under- 
woodes appoynted to her by my executours towardes her 
fyreboote. 1657 Sir H. Grimstone in Croke’s Reforts I. 
477 Those trees were long since. .fit only for fire-boot. 1726 
AyirFe Parergon 506 If a Man cuts Trees for .. Cartboot, 
Ploughboot, and Fireboot. 1824 Hrrcuins & Drew Corn- 
wall II. 214 Gathering for fire-boot and_house-boot .. 
branches of oak trees. 1888 Athenxum 12 May 596/3 The 
privilege of firebote in the lord’s wood, that is gathering 


sticks for fuel. 

Fire-box. [Box 50.2] 

-+1. A box with materials for procuring fire, a 
tinder-box. Oés. 


1555 Even: Decades 291 Every man caryeth with hym..a 
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fyre boxe, 1806-7 J. BeresrorD J7iseries Hum. Life (1826) 
Post. Groans No. 43 Comforts of a fire-box. 1840 DickENs 
Old C. Shop x\vii, He carried in his pocket, too, a fire- 


box. 

+2. A kind of firework. Ods. 

1634 J. Bate Myst, Nat. & Art u. 75 How to make fire 
Boxes .. In these boxes you may put golden rayne, starres, 
serpents petrars [etc.]. 

3. The chamber of a steam-boiler in which the 
fuel is burnt. 

1830 STEPHENSON & Locke Locomotive §& Fixed Engines 
65 Those [wheels] on which the ‘ fire-box’ rests, 1887 J. A. 
Ewine in Zncycl. Brit. XXII. 516/1 The boiler .. is fitted 
with a cast-iron internal fire-box. 

Fire-brand. [f. Finz sd. + Brann sé,] 

1. A piece of wood kindled at the fire. 

c 1205 Lay. 25608 Slo3en [flozen?] of heore hegene swulc 
fur-burondes. c1300 K. Adis. 6848 Theo kyng sygh a lem, 
so a fuyrbrond. c1400 Maunbev. (Roxb.) xiii. 57 A wikked 
man..kest a brynnand fyrebrand at oure Lord. 1591 SPENSER 
Virg. Gnat 343 Tisiphone .. doth shake .. Her flaming fire 
brond. 1684 Bunyan Pilger, 11. (1862) 296 As the Proverb is, 
he could have bit a Fire-brand, had it stood in his way. 
1786 tr, Beckford’s Vathek (1868) 6 Eyes which glowed like 
firebrands. 1828 Berry Lucycl. Her. 1, Hire-brand in- 

Jtamed ppr., fire brands, borne in coat-armour, are generally 
represented raguly. 1887 BowEn Vivre. 4ineid i. 525 We.. 
Pray thee the firebrand fell from the Trojan vessels to keep. 

+b. ¢ransf. One who is doomed or deserves to 
burn in hell; usually firebrand of hell. Obs. 


1340 Hamrore Pr. Consc. 7421 Or he us made for noght 
els to dwelle In erth, bot to be fyre brandes in helle. 1551 
Crow.ey Pleas. §& Pain 270 Eternall fyre is redy for eche 
hell fyrebrande. 1560 Brecon New Catech. Wks. 1844 II. 
204, I was by nature..a very firebrand of hell, 

2. jig. One who, or a thing which, kindles strife 
or mischief, inflames the passions, etc. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. vii. 4 Thin herte be not ferd of the two 
tailes of these smokende fyr brondis. 1581 SAvILE Tacitus’ 
fist. 1. Ixxxvi.(1591) 104 This man. .became a principall fire- 
brande of the warre. 1583 E-rec. for Treason (1675) 16 Dr. 
Sanders the Popes firebrand in Ireland. 1647 CLARENDON 
Hist. Reb. ww. (1702) I. 293 And so this firebrand of Privi- 
ledge inflamed the City at that time. 1690 Norris Beati- 
tudes (1692) 67 Meer Firebrands in Society, that kindle and 
lay waste where-ever they come. 1791 BurKE Corr. (1844) 
III. 278 These fierce republicans, even the very firebrands 
of the Jacobins. 1860 Morrey Wetherl. I. iv. 132 Not 
peace, but a firebrand... had the King held forth to his 
subjects. 

+3. =BRAND-MARK. Obs. 

1675 Lond. Gaz. No. 1049/4 A speckled Mare .. marked 
with a Fire-brand on the near shoulder. 1704 /dzd. No. 
4037/8 A.. Cart Gelding ..a Firebrand on the near 
Shoulder. 

4. A local name for the redstart. 

1890 in Gloucest. Gloss. 

5. attrib. Firebrand-new (dial.) = BRAND-NEW. 

c142z0 Pallad. on Hush, 1. 328 Umbidelve The rootes, 
and dryve ynne a firbronde pynne. 1606 SHaxs. 77 §& Cr. 
ul. ii, rro Our fire-brand Brother Paris burns vs all. 1882 
W. Wore. Gloss., Fire-brand-new..quite new. 

Hence Fire-branded //. a., (a) = BRAND- 
MARKED (06s.); (6) furnished with fire-brands. 
Fi're-brandism (sonce-wd.), the disposition or 
behaviour of a (social) fire-brand. 

1673 Lond. Gaz. No. 764/4 The Gelding is brown .. the 
Letter R firebranded on the farther buttock, 1818 Keats 
LEndynt. wu. 7 Who .. will see unpack’d Fire-branded foxes 
to sear up and singe Our gold and ripe-ear’d hopes. 1887 
Sat, Rev. 5 Nov. 643 Firebrandism of this kind is .. an act 
either of unpardonable folly or. . wickedness. 


+ Firre-cra:ncel, Ods. [Cf. Ger. feuerkranz 
in same sense ; also razzel, dim. of 2ranz wreath. ] 
=fire-hoop, -wreath: see FIRE sb. B. 5. 


1755 Macens Jxsurances II. 444 Cannons, Muskets .. 
Granadoes, Fire-Crancels, pitched Hoops. 

Fi-re-cross, fi:ery-cro'ss. [See Cross 13.] 
A signal used anciently in Scotland, and more 
recently in the Highlands, to summon the men 
to a rendezvous on the sudden outbreak of war. 

It was called in Gaelic cros-téraidh or crann-téraidh = 
cross or beam of gathering, and consisted of a cross or piece 
of wood burnt at one end and dipped in blood at the 
other—symbolical of fire and sword—which was handed 
from clansman to clansman, each man immediately on re- 
ceiving it running with it to his nearest neighbour, so as to 
spread the alarm over a district in a short time. (Poetical 
references to it are often mere guesses founded on the name.) 

1547 in Reg. Privy Seal XXI1. 45 (Jam.) The fire Croce 
being borne throw the hale Realme. 1548 Patten Exped. 
Scotl, in Arb. Garner III. 63. 1615 Sir D. CampBety Let. 
in Pitcairn Crim. Trials Scot. 111.23 Sir James the traitour 
hes latlie directit out ane fyrie croce from the head of Lock- 
errane to the Tarbart. 164: Mitton Reform. 11. (1851) 51 
To .. proclaime a fire-crosse to a... perpetuall civill warre. 
1810 Scorr Lady of L. 11. xviii, He vanish’d, and o’er moor 
and moss Sped forward with the Fiery Cross. 1826 Lincarp 
Hist. Eng. (ed. 4) VII. 16 Arran had dispatched the fire- 
cross from clan to clan. 

Fired (foiei1d), 2/7. a. [f. Fire v.+-ED1.] 

1. Set on fire or alight, kindled. 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb.1. 929 The fyred nuttes smolder. 
1556 J. Heywoop Spider § F, lvii. 130 Euerie peece.. Hath 
a spider gonner; with redy fired mach. 1665 Maniey 
Grotius’ Low-C. Warres.957 The Holland ships also at- 
tempted to succour their fired Vessels. 1719 D’Urrry Pills 
I. 197 To quench a fir’d House, 1884 Pall Mall G. 30 Dec. 
2/t The gases from the fired gunpowder. : ‘ 

+2. As transl, of L. zendtus: a. Tried in the 


fire. 
1382 Wycuir Rev. iii, 18, I counseile thee, for to bye of me 
gold fyrid, 








FIRE-EATER. 
+b. Full of fire, fiery. (4. and fig.) Ods. 


a1300 £. EL, Psalter cxviii. [cxix.] 140 Fired pi speche es 
swithe wele. a@1340 Hampote zéid., Ffyrid gretly bi worde 
-.pat is, bi worde pat is fyry thorgh be halygast. 1388 
Meese Num.xxi. 6 The Lord sente firid serpentis in to the 
puple. 

3. Of flax: (see quots. and Fire v1 4 b). 

1789 Trans, Soc. Encourag. Arts 1. 204 Except fired or 
mildewed flax, both of which .. being improper for linen 
cloth. 1814 Mason Surv. Jreland I. xi. ix. 264 The leaves 
-.are, by the wet, laid flat upon the stem, the flax instantly 
appears fired (which is a number of black specks appearing 
upon the stem). 

4. Her. Of a fire-ball: Represented with fire 
issuing from the surface. See FIRE-BALL 2 c, 

5. Fired off: said of a kiln when the fire has 
ceased to burn, but before the heat is exhausted. 

1884 C. T. Davis Bricks, etc. 284 If it is desired to admit 
hot air to the upper part of any kiln, this may be done by 
opening the dampers. .at the top of a fired-off kiln. 

Fire-damp. [See Damp sd.] A miner’s term 
for carburetted hydrogen or marsh-gas, which is 
given off by coal and is explosive when mixed in 
certain proportions with atmospheric air. 

1677 Phil. Trans. X11. 895 The Fire-damp did by little 
and little begin. .to appear in crevisses and slits of the Cole. 
1710 Brit. Apollo I11. No. 3. 2/2 What Miners relate con- 
cerning Fire-damps. 1774 Pennant Tour Scotl. i 1772, 49 
The. .colliers dare not venture with a candle in spots where 
fire-damps are supposed to lurk. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. 
Educ. 1. 143 Two different gases, known by the miners as 
fire-damp and choke-damp. 

attrib, 1867 W. W. Smytu Coal § Coal-mining 200 The 
ingenious ‘fire-damp indicator’ of Mr. Ansell. 1874 Knicut 
Dict. Mech. 1. 863/1 Fire-damp-alarm, one which indicates 
the presence of dangerous quantities of gas or fire-damp in 
coal workings. 

Fi-re-drake. [OE. fyr-draca, f. fyr, Fire sb. + 
adraca dragon. | 

1. A ‘fiery dragon’; a mythical creature belong- 
ing to Germanic superstition. 

Beowulf 5371 pa wes..frecne fyr-draca, fehda zemyndis. 
1393 Gower Conf. III. 95 Sometime the fire-drake it semeth. 
1522 SKELTON Why not to Court 978 That he wolde than 
make The devyls to quake Lyke a fyerdrake. 1683 CRowNE 
City Politigues u. i, Were not your writings like so many 
Fire-drakes? .. no person [would] come near ’em. 1865 
Kinecstey Hevew. xiii, He expected the enchanter to enter 
on a fire drake. 1883 Longm. Mag. Sept. 517 Woodcuts, 
representing. .fire-drakes, and other fearful wild-fowl. 

+2. a. A fiery meteor. b. A will-o’-the-wisp. 
1563 W. FuLtke Meteors (1640) 10 Flying Dragons, or as 
Englishmen call them, fire Drakes, be caused in this maner. 
1607 G. WiLkins Miseries Enforced Marr. in Hazl. Dodsley 
IX. 572 Who should be lamps to comfort out our way, And 
not like firedrakes to lead men astray. 1631 CHapMAN Cesar 
& Pompey Wks. 1873 III. 159 So have I seen a firedrake glide 
at midnight Before a dying man to point his grave. 1851 Sir 
F. Patcrave Norm. & Eng. 1.127 He deals in signs, por- 
tents, fire-drakes..armies fighting in clouds. 

+3. A kind of firework. Oés. 

1607 Mippieton Five Gallants ut. ii. 82 But, like fire- 
drakes, Mounted a little, gave a crack, and fell. 1634 J. 
Bate Myst. Nat. & Art 80 How to make fire Drakes. 
1706 in Puittirs (ed. Kersey). 

+4. transf. a. Analchemist’s assistant. b. A man 
with a fiery nose. @. One who is fond of fighting ; 
= FIRE-EATER 2. d. A fire-man. €. = FIRESHIP 2. 

1610 B. Jonson Alch. 11.1, That’s his fire-drake, His lungs, 
his Zephyrus, he that puffes his coales. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. 
VIII, v. iv. 45 Twenty of the Dog-dayes now reigne in’s 
Nose .. that Fire-drake did I hit three times on the head. 
c1626 Dick of Devon. 1.ii. in Bullen O. Pd. 11.14 Our shipps 
Carrying such firedrakes in them that [etc.]. 21670 Hacker 
Abp. Williams u. (1692) 146 It is not strange that such fire- 
drakes as he writes of could not forbear to threaten the 
nation. 1631 DexKer Match mee 1. Wks. 1873 IV. 140 
Another Fire-drake! More Salamanders! @1700 B. E. Dict. 
Cant. Crew, Fire-drakes, Men with a Phenix for their 
Badge, in Livery, and Pay from the Insurance-Office, to 
extinguish Fires. 1710 Brit. Apollo II. Q. No. 3. 7/r 
A Fire-drake of Spain [might]..put you in the same Plight. 

Fi-re-ea:ter. 

1. A juggler who eats or pretends to eat fire. 

1672 Evetyn Diary 8 Oct., Richardson the famous Fire- 
eater. . before us devour’d brimston on glowing coales, chew- 
ing and swallowing them. 1762 Gotpsm. C7¢, W. Ixxxv, 
Stage-players, fire-eaters .. and_wire-walkers .. ought not 
entirely to be despised. 1827 G. Hiccins Celtic Druids 
221 Like the celebrated fire-eater in London. 


2. One fond of fighting, a duellist; one who 


seeks occasion to quarrel or fight. 

1804 Morning Herald in Spirit Pub. Fruls. (x805) VIII. 
249 The Sieur W-d-m, fire-eater in ordinary to the troop. 
1827 Barrincton Personal Sk. II. 8 About the year 1777, 
the ‘Fire-eaters’ were in great repute. 1840 THACKERAY 
Paris Sk.-bk, (1869) 25 He killed a celebrated French fire- 
eater. 1864 Spectator No. 187.627 Sober-minded men. .not 
fire-eaters wishing to fight for pure fighting’s sake. 

b. (U.S.) Before the Civil War: A violent 
Southern partisan. 

1863 Hawrtnorne Our Old Hone (1883) I. 55 The new- 
comer proved to be..as he pleasantly acknowledged, a 
Southern Fire-Eater. 1879 Tourcrr fool's Err. vii. 30 An 
original Secesh, a regular fire-eater. 

3. Trade slang. A quick worker. 

1841 Savace Dict. Printing, Fire-eater, Compositors who 
are expeditious workmen are styled Fire Eaters. 1889 
Barrire & Leranp Dict. Slang, Fire-eater (Tailors), one 
who does a great amount of work in a very short time, 

So Fi-re-ea:ting v0/. sb. and pf/. a. 

1819 Metropolis 11. 207, I would as soon sit down in com- 
pany with my butcher as with these fire-eating fellows. 
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FIRE-ENGINE. 


1848 ‘THackeray Vaz, Fair xvii, A fire-eating and jealous 
warrior. 1863 HAwTHorNe Our Old Homie (1883) I. 55 My 
fire-eating friend has had ample opportunities to banquet on 
his favorite diet. 1882 W. Hastam Vet not J (1883) 8 He 
did not like that fire-eating kind of preaching. 1890 Spectator 
4 Jan., The absence of fire-eating among the leading states- 
men of Europe. | 

Fire-engine. [f. Fire sd. + Encine.] 

1. A machine for throwing water to extinguish 
fires. 

c1680 Sir S. Morland’s Pumps Broadside, Brit. Mus. 816 
m. 10. 90 For a Fire Engin with one Pair of Handles.. 
Twenty three pound. 1725 Desacutiers Exper. Philos. 
(1744) II. sos-519 heading, Mr. Newsham’s Fire-Engine. 
1755 FRANKLIN Le¢. Wks. 1887 II. 405 A stream [of water] 
from a fire-engine will force through the strongest panes of 
a window. 1806 O. Grecory Mech, (1807) II. 175 Fire engine 
[is] the name now commonly given to a machine by which 
water is thrown upon fires to extinguish them. 1836 DickENS 
Sk. Boz, Our Parish i, The services of that particularly 
useful machine, a parish fire-engine, are required. 

2. A steam-engine. Ods. exc. local. 

1722 Barnes in Brand ist, Newcastle (1789) II. 685 note, 
The charge of water was calculated as if to be drawn by 
horses, whereas it may be done much cheaper by help of 
a fire-engine. 1750 Frankiin Wks. (1887) II. 164 They 
waited for a fire-engine from England to drain their pits. 
1806 O. Grecory Zech. (1807) I1. 353 This [i.e. the steam 
engine] has often been called the Fire-engine, because of the 
fire used in boiling the liquid. 1867 W. W. SmytH Coal 
§ Coal-mining 6 Newcomen appears .. to have first tried 
his ‘fire-engine’ on the large scale at a colliery near Wolver- 
hampton. 1880 W. Cornw. Gloss., Fire-engine, a steam- 
engine. 

+3. A heating apparatus. Obs. rare. 

1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit. 1. i. iii. (1743) 9 One 
fire-engine conveys warm air to every individual Part of the 
Machine [Lombe’s machine for thrown silk]. 

Fire-eyed, a. Having eyes glowing as with 

re. 

1596 SHaks. 1 Her. [V, 1. i. 114 To the fire-ey’d Maid of 
smoakie Warre. .will wee offer them. 1601 Downfall Earl 
of Huntington w.i.in Hazl. Dodsley VIII. 178 Anon comes 
forth the fire-eyed dreadful beast. 1602 Marston A xtfovio’s 
Rev, v. v, Grim fier-eyed rage Possess us wholly. 1823 
Moore Fables 137 Like certain fire-eyed minstrel maids. 
1831 CARLYLE Sart. Res. (1858) 64 Only at rare intervals 
did the young soul burst forth into fire-eyed rage. 

Fi're-fang, sd. [f. next vb.] The state of 
being fire-fanged or overheated. 

1813 W. Lesiie Surv. Nairn 454. 1855 Frul. R. Agric. 
Soc. XVI. 11. 328 Suppose the oxygen had been supplied to 
the decaying mass. .would there have been any firefang? 

Fi're-fang, v. Obs. exc. dial. [f. Fire s6.+ 
Fane v.!] ¢vans. To lay hold of with fire; to 
singe, scorch; in quot. abso. Also jocosely of the 
burning of heretics. Ods. in gen. sense. 

1562 Scott WV. Y. Gift to Quene x. in Bannatyne Poems 
(1770) 245 And quha eit flesch on Fridayis was fyre-fangit. 
1618 M. Barer Horsemanship i. 37 A hasty fire does not 
only firefange..but also taketh away the true rellish. 

Hence Fivre-fanged f/. a., + (a) gen. caught by 
the fire, singed, scorched (ods.) ; (0) spec. of barley, 
oatmeal, etc., of manure and straw ; also of cheese: 
Having a scorched or singed appearance, smell, or 
taste, as if overheated. Fi-re-fanging vd/. sb., 
the action of the vb. 

1513 Douctas 4ne/s xi. y. 202 This Chorineus. . Ruschit 
on his fa, thus fyrefangit and onsaucht. 1615 MARKHAM 
Eng. Housew. i. vii. (1668) 166 Too. .hasty a fire scorcheth 
and burneth it [i.e, the Malt], which is called among Maltsters 
Fire-fang’d. 1725 Brapitey Fan. Dict. s.v. Malt, With a 
moderate Fire, for fear of Fire-fanging. 1790 Grose Prov. 
Gloss. (ed. 2), Fire-fanged, fire-bitten. Spoken of oatmeal 
&c. that is overdried. North, 1808 Jamieson s.v., Cheese 
is said to be f#i7e/anzit, when it is swelled and cracked, and 
has received a peculiar taste, in consequence of being ex- 
posed to much heat before it has been dried. 1869 Lonsdale 
Gloss., Fire-fanged, of oats or barley too hastily dried in 


the kiln. 
Fire-flaught. Orig. Sc. [f. Firm sd. + 
Fuaucut. Cf. Firesraucut.] 


1. Lightning; a flash of lightning; a storm of 
thunder and lightning. 

€1375 ?Barsour Tvoy-bk. 1. 468 Ande fyre-flauthtis our 
pe feldes flee Ine syk fladdanis & flambys briht. c 1425 
Wyntoun Croz. vi. v. 33 A gret fyre flawcht .. Dan 
hapnyd in Rome. 1gsz Lynpesay Monarche 5556 Than 
sall ye sone of god discend: As fyreflaucht haistely glansyng. 
1645 RutHEerrorD 77yal § Tri. Faith (1845) 149 Reasons 
work not in a moment, as fire flaughts in the air. 1816 
Scott Old Mort. xxxviii, He passed by me like a fire-flaught. 
1876 Miss Yonce Tiree Brides (ed. 3) I. xi. 167 She passes 
like—like a fire-flaught, whatever that is—just bows. 

b. The northern lights ; aurora borealis. 
yi Grose Prov, Gloss., Fireflaught..the northern lights. 
. transf, a. A sudden burst or rush. 

1637 RurHerrorp Let?z, (1862) I. civ. 265 A fire-flaught of 
challenges will come in at mid-summer and question me. 
1880 SwinpurNE Study Shaks. 173 Even Goneril has her 
one splendid hour, her fireflaught of hellish glory. 

b. A fiery glance. 

1802 Jamieson Water Kelpie viii. in Scott Minstr. Scott. 
Bord. (1869) 538 From ilka ee the fire-flauchts flee And flash 
alangis the flude. 1826 J, Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 
1, 136 Every coorser flingin’ fire-flaughts frae his een. 

Fire-fly. [f Firn sd.] 

1. A lampyrid or elaterid insect which has the 
property of emitting phosphorescent light. 

1658 RowLanp Moufet’s Theat. Ins. to1g Of the Fire-fly. 
1756 P. Browne Yamaica 432 The larger Fire Fly. 1814 
Cary Dante's Inf, xxv, 31 Fire-flies innumerous spangling 
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o’er the vale. 1880 Ourpa AZoths II. 262 Where the fire- 
flies flash amongst the lemon blossoms and the myrtle. 

2. attrib. and Comb. 

1806 Moore Lake Dismal Swamp ii, Her fire-fly lamp 
I soon shall see. 1858 BusHNeLL Serm. New Life 189 
A mere fire-fly spark in comparison. 1876 Ourpa Winter 
City vii. 183 Such as echo through the firefly-lighted corn. 


Fire-fork. [f. as prec.] Ods. exc. dial. A 
fork-shaped instrument used for stirring up the 


fire, putting on fuel, etc. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 161/2 Fyyr forke, tictonarimm. 1483-4 
Actix Rich. 111, c. 12, Fireforkes. 1547 Lanc, Wills 1. 108 
Ij yrnes for the oven mouthe and a fire-fork. 1627 Drayron 
Agincourt 179 The women eager as their husbands were 
With Spits and Fireforkes. 1727 De For //ist, Aff. ix. 
(1735) 169 A fourth came out, not with a Sword, but a Fire- 
Fork. 1875 in Sussex Gloss. 1887 in Kent Gloss. 

jig. 16853 Crowne Siv C. Nice mt. Wks. 1874 III. 301 
Bell. Who brought this picture? Hot, ‘The common fire- 
fork of rebellion. 


Fire-hearth. [f. as prec.] 

1. The pavement of brick or stone on which 
a fire is made ; the hearth in front of a fireplace. 

1440 Promp, Parv. 161/2 Fyyr herthe, focarium. 1615 
CrookE Body of Man 45 The ‘Yesticles are .. the Feu-place 
or Fire-hearth, where the Lares or houshold-Gods of the 
body, do solace and disport themselues. 1703 T. N. City 
§ C. Purchaser 43 Bricks are frequently used in Paving of 
+. Sinks, and Fire-hearths, 1769 R. Price Odserv. Revers. 
Payments (1792) Il. 276 note, There was a tax of two 
shillings on every fire-hearth. 

2. A kind of cooking range or stove for ships. 

1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1127/4 The..Invention of Iron Fire- 
Hearths for Ships. c 1850 Axdine. Navig.(Weale) 118 Five- 
hearth, the fire-place and conveniences in the galley for 
cocking the provisions for the people, 


Fire-hook. [f. as prec.] a. A large hook 
used in pulling down burning buildings. b. (See 


quot, 1874). 

1467 in Lng. Gilds (1870) 385 That ther be v. fuyre hokes. 
1585 Hicins Funius’ Nomenclator 279 Hama. .a fire hooke. 
1620 Nottingham Rec. (1889) 1V. 371 We present the townes 
fyer hookes to be decayd for want of steales [handles]. 
1788 FRANKLIN Autob. Wks, 1887 I. 205 Fines .. apply’d to 
the purchase of fire-engines, ladders, fire-hooks. 1812 H. & 
J. Smiru Rej. Addr, Tale Drury Lane 89 The engines 
thunder’d through the street, Fire-hook, pipe, bucket, all 
complete, 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 867/2 Fire-hook 
(Steam-engineering), a kind of hook for raking and stirring 
the furnace fire. 

+ Fire-ho't, a. 
things: Hot as fire; red-hot. 
with zeal, passion, or lust. Ods. 

a1000 Elene 937 (Gr.) Fyrhat lufu, 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
de P. R. x. iv. (Yollem. MS.), As it fareb in fyre hoot yren 
and in brennynge cole. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. (1892) 979 
Whan it was fyre hote. 1589 R. Harvey 2. Perc. 17, I dare 
saie. .(with that firehot Preacher) that [etc.]. 1595 J. WEEVER 
in Shaks. C. Praise 16 Faire fire-hot Venus. 16051. Hutton 
Reas. Refusal 37 In the daies of firehot persecution. 1678 
R. R[{ussett] Geder ut. 11. 11. v. 224 That the Plates may be 


kept fire-hot. 

Fi‘re-house. [f. as prec. Cf. ON. ehihis.] 
A house with a fireplace in it, as distinguished from 
the out-buildings. Ods. exc. dial. Sometimes, 


+ the particular room in which the family fire was. 

¢ 1000 /ELFRIC Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 184/26 Caminatum, 
fyrhus. 1530 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 292 Every fyer howse 
wt in the parishing of Acclome. 1632 in S. O. Addy Hadd 
of Waltheof (1893) 182 note, The Hall or Fierhouse of the 
now mansion house of the said John Parker. 1635 PacitT 
Christianogr. (1646) 1. 237 Ive (or Ine) .. granted to the 
pope, that every Fire-house within his Kingdome should 
yearly pay him a peny. 1680 in JV. § Q. 3rd Ser. (1866) 
IX. 452/z All that ancient Messuage or Firehouse wherein 
one C, M. now dwelleth. 1878 Cuszberld, Gloss., Fire-house, 
the dwelling—in contradistinction to the outbuildings, 

Fire-iron. [Cf. MHG. v2urisern.] 

+1. An iron (or a steel) for striking a light. Ods. 

c1300 St. Brandan 639 He brow3te a fur-ire and a ston 
Forto smyte fur therwith. c1440 Promp. Parv. 161/2 Fyyre 
yryn, to smyte wythe fyre, /ugillus. c1s00 Melusine 23 
Raymondin .. hadd kyndled the fyre with hys fyre-yron. 
1530 PatsGr. 220/2 Fyre yron to stryke fyre with, /zsz/. 

3 pl. Implements for tending a domestic fire, 
usually shovel, tongs and poker. 

1812 Specif. G. Babb’s Patent No. 3526, A new Method of 
producing .. fire irons. 1848 C. BrontE ¥. Zyre xxi, The 
grate and fire-irons were burnished bright. 1886 J. K. 
Jerome ale Thoughts (1889) 36 Hammering, shouting and 
rattling the fire-irons. 

+Fire-isle. Ods. rare—'. [f. Firu 5d.+ OE, 
ysla, ysela hot ashes.] In f/. Ashes, embers. 

¢ 1250 Gen. § /x,1130 Oc quane here apples ripe ben, fier- 
isles man mat Sor-inne sen. 

Fireless (foivilés), a [f. Fin sd.+-.ess.] 
Devoid of fire, without a fire. 

+1. Unlit, not flaming. Ods. 

1649 STANLEY Lxvofa etc. 29 With hizzing firelesse Torches, 

2. a. Having no fire, without a fire. 

1661 Brome List. to Mr. ¥. B. 6 My fireless chymnies 
catch the cold. 1775 Map. D’Arsiray Larly Diary (1889) 
Il. 117 This cold season, when there is no writing in a 
fireless room, 1789 Worpsw. Evening Walk, When..fire- 
less are the valleys far and wide. 1852 HawtHorne Blithe- 
dale Rom. 1. v. 81, 1 went shivering to my fireless chamber. 


b. Of a tribe: Haying no knowledge of or 


means of procuring fire. 

1865 Tytor ELarly. Hist. Man. ix. 228 The mention of 
a fireless race. bid. 229 A fireless people. 

3. fig. Without energy, life, or animation. 

1598 SyLvesTeR Dw Bartas u. i. 1. (1641) 86/1 The Beast 


[f. as prec.] a. Of material 
b. fig. Inflamed 








FIREMAN, 


is lust-less, sex-less, fire-less, mute. 1656 Trapp Com. 
Matt. iii. 11 The Latines call a dull dronish man, a fireless 
man. 


Fire-light. a. The light given by a fire or 
fires. +b. Lightning (ods.). ©. (quot. 1845) = 
AURORA 5. 

Beowulf 3037 He.. Fyr-leoht seseah. ¢1340 Cursor M. 
22680 (Trin.) As bondir dop wip fire liz3t. 1769 De Foe's 
Tour Gt. Brit. 111. 210 It takes its Name from Flam, a 
British Word for a Fire-light. 1800 Herscuet in Phil. 
Trans. XC. 480 Their disposition to transmit candle-light 
or fire-light. 1845 Hirst Cove. Mammoth 2x Flashed, like 
the fire-lights of the North, When Winter rules the frozen 
earth. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 1. vy. 41 The ruddy fire-light 
gleaming over the walls. ; 

+ Fireling. 00s! [see -11Nna.] A little fire. 

15.. Zmage Ipocr. 108 in Skelton Wks, (ed. Dyce) II. 415 
For many a hyerlinge With a wilde fyerlinge. Shall pryck 
owt as a post. 


Fi'relock. [See Lock sd.] 

1. A gun-lock in which sparks were produced 
(either by friction or percussion) to ignite the 
priming. 

The name was at first given to the WHEEL-LocK} in the 
17th cent. it became transferred to the FLInT-Lock. 

1547 Znventory in Meyrick Antient Armour \II. 15 One 
chamber pece blacke.. with a fier locke. 1625 G. M[arKHAM] 
Souldiers Accid. 53 Pistolls, Petronells, or Dragons .. all 
these are with fire-lockes, and those fire-lockes (for the most 
part) Snap-hances. 1639 R. Warp Animadv. Warre 1. 293 
‘The Firelocke is surest to give fire, and not so apt to be out 
of kilter; besides they will indure Spand 24 houres together 
without hurting them. 1655 Mrq. Worcester Cent. /nv. 
No. 44 A perfect Pistol .. with Prime, Powder and Fire- 
lock. 1677 Lp. Orrery Art of War 31 In the Fire-lock 
the motion is so sudden, that what makes the Cock fall 
on the Hammer, strikes the Fire, and opens the Pan at 
once. 

2. A musket furnished with such a lock. 

1590 Sir J. Smytu Disc. Weapons 47 Whereby they [the 
stones] should faile to strike iust vpon the wheeles being 
fire-lockes, or vpon the hammers or steeles, if they be Snap- 
hances. 1625 G. M[arxuam] Souldiers Accid. 4x ‘They 
[cuirassiers] shall haue a case of long Pistolls, fierlockes (if 
it may be) but Snaphaunces, where they are wanting. 
1630 2. Yohnson’s Kingd. & Commw. 382 Part..carried 
Fire-lockes of two foot, and the residue Pikes. 1662 J. Davies 
tr. Mandelslo 7rav. EH. Ind. 51 They have no fire Armes 
with wheeles, nor yet Fire-locks. 1703 Lutrre.t Brief Rel. 
(1857) V. 305 An agent .. is arrived here, to buy 30,000 fire- 
locks. 18zx Gen. Doyte in Napier Penxins. War (Rtldg.) 
IJ. App. 427 Six months have passed without a fire-lock 
being made! 1869 E. A. Parxes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 
324 The English army have extemporised tents..by sus- 
pending blankets over their firelocks. 

3. A soldier armed with such a weapon. 

1645 R. Symonps Diary Civ. War (Camden) 181/2 Colonel 
John Russell, with ..the Prince’s fferelockes, assaulted. 
1704 Collect. Voy. (Church.) 11]. 728/2 Where they posted 
12 Firelocks. 1801 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. I. 285 The 
other corps .. will amount to about 2000 firelocks. an 
H. H. Witson rt. udia 11.342 The detachment. .scarcely 
mustered nine hundred and fifty firelocks. : 

4. attrib., as firelock musket, firelock piece. 

@1577 Gascoicne Compl. Gr. Knt. Weedes (1587) 183 My 
chaunce was late to haue a peereles firelock peece. 1631 
Schedule of Prices in Meyrick Ant. Arm. I1I. 101 For 
a pair of firelock pistols. @1672 Woop Lzfe (1848) 24 Capt. 
Bunce returned safe. . with. .six fire-lock musquets. 

+ Firely, ¢. and adv. Obs. [f. Fine 5b. +-1y.] 

A. aaj. Ardent, furious. 
B. adv. Ardently, with fierce eagerness. 

1340 Ayenb. 55 Pe pridde bo3 of pise zenne is to _uerliche 
yerne to be mete. 1435 Misyn Five of Love u.iv. 75 Pe 
qwhilk fyrely & opynly is byrnyd with fyre of lufe. 

Hence +Fi'relihead, ardour, eagerness. 

1340 Ayend. 55 Pe more pet is pe ilke uerlichhede [arvdeur] 
pe more is be zenne. 

Fireman. (foie-mman). 

+1. One who uses fire-arms; a gunner. Ods. 

1626 Rawleigh’s Ghost 4 The best experienced souldiers 
or firemen. @1648 Lp. Hersert Lz (1770) 51 Notwith- 
standing all that our Firemen speak against it [archery]. 
1724 De For Alem. Cavalier (1840) 181 The cannoneers and 
firemen were killed. 1727 A. Hamirton New Acc. £. Jud. 
I. xxii. 263 The fire Men place themselves at convenient 
Distances along the skirts of an Hill. 

2. One who attends to a furnace or the fire of 
a steam-engine. 

1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 53 One or two of these 
were Firemen that made the fires in the furnaces. 1784 
Wepewoon in PAil. Trans, LX XIV. 367 The fire about the 
oven was .. kept as even and steady as possible, by an ex- 
perienced fireman, under my own inspection. 1885 JZanch. 
Lxam., 19 Feb. 4/7 The fireman jumped off.. but the driver 
.-and a brakesman. . were killed. 

+3. fig. A ‘fellow of fire’; see Fire sd. 13 b. 

1709 STEELE Zatley No. 61 Px, I had last Night the 
Fate to drink a Bottle with Two of these Fire-men. 

4, One who is employed to extinguish fires. ‘ 

x714 Gay 7yivia ut. 362 The Fire-man sweats beneath his 
crooked Arms. 1766 Entick London IV. 262 This office 
keeps in its service 30 fire-men. 1855 O. W. Ho.tmes 
Poents 140, | asked the firemen why they made Such noise 
about the town, 4 : 

5. Mining. One whose duty it is to examine the 
workings of a mine to see that no fire-damp is 


present, to attend to the blasting, etc. 

1866 J. Hoce in Zxtellect. Observer 1X. 2 As there was no 
great quantity [of inflammable air] detected, the ‘fireman’ 
thought it sufficient precaution to put up a ‘ danger-signal’, 
1885 Law Times LX XIX. 119/2 The fireman should not 
allow any shot to be fired without seeing the charge put in, 
and without first carefully examining the place. 


FIRE-MASTER. 


6. Comb., as fireman-waterman. 

1836 Dickens Sk. Boz, Tales vii, ‘Did you want to be 
put on board a steamer, sir?’ inquired an old fireman- 
waterman. 

Hence Fire‘manship (ovce-wd.), the craft or 


function of a fireman, 

1874 Daily News 17 Mar. 5 The amateur firemanship of 
a nobleman, 1881 M. Reyno.ps Lngine-driving Life 66 
Now is the time for the display of good enginemanship,— 
ah! and good firemanship. 


Fi-'re-master. 
+1. An officer of artillery who superintended 


the manufacture of explosives or fireworks. Ods. 

1622 F. Marxuam Dec. Warre ui. ii. 87 The Fier-master 
being he that hath the art how to make and compound all 
manner of Fire-workes. 1688 Carr. J. S. Hortif. 132 By 
this, a Fire-Master may lay his Granado .. at any place. 
1692 Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram, u. xiv. 110 Discovered 
by Mr. Valentine Pyne, late Fire-Master of England. 1708 
CuHaMBERLAYNE St. Gt. Brit. u. 111. (1743) 108 Mr. Watson, 
Firemaster to the Grenadiers. 1824 Byron 7o Hancock 
7 Feb., A firemaster (who is to burn a whole fleet). 

b. (See quot.) 

1876 Voy.e A7/zv. Dict. s. v., The designation of fire-master 
is still known in the ordnance branch of the service; he is 
an officer of the royal artillery, and is entrusted with the 
inspection of ordnance stores at foreign stations, 

2. A local title given to the chief officer of a fire- 


brigade. 

1863 Anz, Reg. 5 The fire-master [in Edinburgh] and 
others had reason to be grateful for their deliverance. 

+ Firen, a. Obs. Forms: 1 fyren, 2-3 furen, 
(3 fern), 3-5 firen, fyren (-in, -un). [OE. fyren, 
OHG. furin (MHG. viuren) :—OTeut. */2irino-, 
f. */iir, OE. fyr, Fire sb.] Consisting of or con- 
taining fire; flaming with fire. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 43 ponne bid he zeteald to bere fyrenan 
ea. ?¢ 1000 Martyrologiune 4 (1894) Ond Romanen gesawon 
fyren cleowen gefeallan of heofonum. cx1175 Lamb. Hon. 
89 Wes ise3en biforan heore elche swilc hit were furene 
tungen. c12z05 Lay. 18863 Of his e3ene scullen fleon furene 
gleden. a@1300 Cursor M. 22680 (Cott.) All pe stanes.. 
aboue pe erth and beneben..sal smitt togedir wit sli maght, 
als thoner dos wit firen slaght. 1382 WycLir 2 Kings il. 11 
Loo! the fijren chaare and the fijren hors deuyden euer 
either. c1400 Afoll. Loll. o8 Taking be scheld of be feip, 
in be wilk we may sleckun all the firun dartis of the enemy. 
1440 Facob’s Well (E.E.T.S.) 157 Pat prynce of deuelys 
'. jaf hym drynken of a fyren cuppe brynnyng drynk wyth 
brymston, 

Five-new, @. arch. [Cf. Ger. fewerneu ; also 
BRAND-NEW.] ‘Fresh from the fire or furnace 
(ods.) ; hence, perfectly new, brand-new. 

1594 SHaks. Rich. ///.1, iii. 256 Your fire-new stampe of 
Honor is scarce currant. 1599 H. Burres Dyet’s drie 
Dinner N vb, Curdes .. fire-newe: for these be most 
digestible. 1615 Sytvester Hymn Alms 195 Fire-new 
Fashion in a Sleeve. 1713 Appison Guardian No. 113 
p.2 Another suit fire-new, with silver buttons to it. 1800 
CoLerwwce Piccolo. iv. vii, Duke Friedland is as others 
A fire-new noble. 1842 Browninec Solid. Sp, Cloister iii, 
A _fire-new spoon. Pt, i 

Fire-office. An office for issuing policies for 
insurance against fire; a fire-insurance company. 

1684 H. S. (¢z¢/e) An answer to a letter. .giving an account 
of the two insurance-offices. The Fire-Office and Friendly 
Society. 1716 Lond. Gaz. No. 5488/8 Hand-in-Hand 
Fire-Office. 1727 Swirt What passed in Lond., All the 
fire-offices were required to have a particular eye upon the 
bank of England. 1842 Syp. Smiru Lett. Wks. 1859 II. 
324/1 Leave me to escape in the best way I can, as the 
fire-offices very kindly permit me to do, 1861 Dickens G?. 
Expect. xxxi, Insured in some extraordinary Fire Office. 

Fire-pan. [OE. /yvpanne, f. for, Finn + panne, 
Pan.] 

1, A pan or receptacle for holding or carrying fire, 
e.g. a brazier, a chafing dish, a portable grate. 

crooo Aiirric Gloss. in Wr.-Wulcker 124 Avrula, uel 
batilla fyrpanne. 
hokes, and fier pannes. 1432 Z. EZ. W#lls (1882) 91 A 
vergyous barell, and a fyerpanne. 1567 Juv. Sir G. Conyers 
in Wills & Inv. N.C. (Surtees) 267 A poer, a fier pann and 
a pair of tonngs xx". @ 1639 Srortiswoop Hist. Ch. Scot. 
Vi. xiii. (1655) 306 That .. the watch-tower called Repent- 
ance, be repaired, a great bell and firepan put into it. a@ 1661 

Horypay Fuvenal 58/1 The Romans .. had fire-pans, or 
chafing dishes, placed in their baskets. 1767-9 S. Paterson 
Another Traveller! 11, 141 He next takes the pipe in one 
hand and the fire-pan in the other. 1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. 
Metal Il. 158 The portable brazier, or fire-pan, which 
might be used in any apartment requiring to be warmed. 

+2. A pan for heating anything over a fire. Ods. 
_ 1607 Torsety Hour. Beasts (1658) 285 Hold it in a fire- 
pan over the fire untill it be baked so hard as it may be 
made in powder. 1638 Rawtey tr. Bacon’s Life § Death 
(1650) 44 To poure them upon a Fire-pan somewhat heated. 

he pan which held the priming of a flint- 


lock gun. Obs. 

1613 I’, Jackson Come. Apost. Creedé 1. 192 This was 
but as a little flash in the fire-panne. 

+4. A kind of firework. Ods. 

€1793 in Spirit Pub. Frnis. (1799) I. 9t They ran about .. 
letting off fire-pans of all sizes; firing crackers [ete.]. 

5. Mining. ‘ A kind of fire-lamp’ (Gresley Gloss. 
Coal Mining 1883). 

+ Fire-pike. Ods. 

1, An instrument for stirring or making up a fire. 

1413 Lyne. Pilg. Sow/e ut. vii. (1483) 55 With fyre pykes 
they cast them in the forneis. 1532 /mv. in Noake Wor- 
cester Monast, (1866) 157 Two awndyerns, a fyer pycke. 
1563-87 Foxe A. § M. (1596) 65/1 When this triumphant 
martyr had beene pressed downe with firepikes. 





1382 Wycur £x, xxxviii. 3 Fleshhokes,: 
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2. A fire-bearing pike or lance used in sea-fights. 
Also used as a signal of distress. 

1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. (Spenser Soc.) 528 The 
Frigots. .threw fire pots in at the Ports and stucke fire pikes 
in her sides. 1635 Lp. Linpsry in Sir W. Monson Naval 
Tracts ut. (1704) 335/1 If your Ship should happen to run 
aground ..in the night, You shall burna Fire-Pike. 1644 
Prynne & Wacker Fiennes’ Trial App. 10 They made their 
often attempts with Scaling Ladders, Fire-pickes, Granadoes. 

Fire-place. A place for a fire, esp. the par- 
tially enclosed space at the base of the chimney 
appropriated to the fire; a hearth. 

1702 T. Savery Miner's Friend 34 An Engine of a three 
Inch-bore. .requires a Fire-place of not above twenty Inches 
deep. 1710 Swirt Le?z. (1767) III. 39, I have no fire-place in 
my bed-chamber. 1825 J. NEAL Bro. Yonathan 11. 28 They 
sat round the great fire-place. 1844 Mem. Babylonian P’cess 
Il. 117 A temporary fire-place constructed with loose stone. 

Fire-pot. +a. An earthen pot containing 
combustibles or explosives used asa missile. Obs. 
exc. Hist. Jb. The receptacle for the fire in a fur- 
nace or heating-stove. @ A crucible (Knight 
Mech. Dict. 1874). 

1627 Capt. SmitH Seaman's Gram. xii. 57 You must be 
carefull to cleare the decks with. .fire-pots. 1669 Sturmy 
Mariner's Mag. v.86 Fire-Pots .. may be made of Potters- 
Clay, with Ears baked, and to it hang lighted Matches. 
1753 CuamBers Cycl. Supp., Fire-pots. 

b. 1871 Nicuoits Fireside Science 229 Around the ash- 
chamber and fire-pot [of furnace]. 1874 Knicur JZech. 
Dict., Base-burning Stove, one having a magazine to hold 
a supply of fuel, which falls out at the bottom as that in the 


fire-pot becomes consumed, 
Fi-re-pote. ca/. [f. Frru 5b. + Pore v. dial. 


to push.] A poker, an iron bar for stirring the fire. 

1651 Depos. Cast. York. (Surtees) 51 Mending the fire with 
the fire-poite. 1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss. Fire-poat, 
the poker. 1865 Waucu Godlin’s Grave 15 Iv aw’d had 
a red-whot fire-pote or two. 

Fi-ve-proof, z. [f. Firu sd.+ Proora.] Proof 
against fire; incombustible. 

@ 1638 Merve Paraphr. 2 Pet. iii. App. Wks. (1672) ut. 618 
That such as had departed out of this life not fully purged 
..Should not be found fire-proof at that day. 1642 FULLER 
Holy & Prof. St. u. iv. 159 The one of brick fire-proof. 
1823 J. Bapcock Dom, Amusent. 184 To render Wood 
Fire-proof..or..incombustible. 18.. Moore Case of Libel 
x, A grim old dandy, seen about With a fire-proof wig. 

Jig. 1830 CarLyLe AZisc, (1857) 11. 152 Perennial, fire-proof 
Joys, named Employments. 

Hence Fi're-proof v. ¢rams., to render proof 
against fire. Fire-proofing w0/. sd., a. the 
action or process of rendering fire-proof or incom- 
bustible; b. material for use in making anything 
fire-proof; @. attrib. 

1867 A. Barry Sir C. Barry vi. 167 The ‘fire-proofing’ 
ordered by Government. 1883 Pall Mail. G. 13 Dec. 3/2 
He carefully examined my fire-proofing work on the dome 
[of St..Paul’s-Cathedral]. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 831 
Models showing application of ‘Silicate Cotton’ for fire- 
proofing. 1887 Pali Mall G. 29 Oct. 5/x With the aid of 
electric light and all the fire-proofing appliances of to-day. 

Firer (foieraz). [f. as prec. +-ER1.] One who 
or something which fires, in senses of the vb. 

1, One who sets anything on fire ; also, one who 


superintends the ‘ firing’ of glass. 

1882 Pall Mall G. 29 June 2/1 On the hills the ‘firers’ 
are at work, burning off the scrub. 1890 /d7d. 9 Feb. 6/1 
One is the chemist, another the decorator, a third the ‘ firer’. 

Jig. 1823 Roscoe Siswondi’s Lit. Eur. (1846) 1. xiv. 401 
Silvia, the forest’s honor, the soul’s firer. 

b. An incendiary. Ods. exc. const. of. 

1602 Carew Cornwall u. 156/2 Others..burned..Mouse- 
hole, the rest marched as a gard for defence of these firers. 
1716 Glossogr. Angl. Nova, Boutefeu, a wilful. Firer of 
Houses. 1841 J..T., Hewierr Parish Clerk 11. 136 A bully, 
and a firer of ricks. 

2. One who discharges a fire-arm. Also applied 
to the fire-arm itself, usu. in comd., as single-firer, a 
gun that can be fired only once without reloading. 

1868 Daily News 6 Oct., One can never be sure that the 
firer has exercised sufficient caution in regard to the ex- 
clusion of bullets. 1885 Manch. Exam. 19 Oct. 5/5 The 
rifles can then be discharged..at the option of the firer. 
1887 Sci. Amer. (N.Y.) 21 May 320/2 Theoretically it 
[magazine gun] has a great advantage over the single firer. 

b. A contrivance for firing a gun, Only in 
comb., as quick-firer, 

1887 Daily News 10 Mar. 2/5 The rifle and its quick-firer 
should be ordinarily used in this way. x 

Fi-re-rai:sing, vi/. 5b. Orig. a technical term 
in Sc. law. [f. Frre sd. + Raisine vd/, 5b, f. RAISE. ] 
The action or crime of kindling an incendiary fire ; 


arson, incendiarism. 

1683 in Lond. Gaz. No. 2032/3 We hereby fully Pardon 
and Indemnifie them for ever, of all Slaughter, Blood, 
Mutilation, Fire-raising, burning of Ships. 1754 Erskine 
Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 31 Rape, murder, and wilful fire- 
raising. 31820 Scotr MJonast. ix, Doest thou menace the 
holy Church’s patrimony with waste and fire-raising? 1855 
Macautay Hist. Eng. II], xvii, 113 Outrages, robberies, 
fireraisings, assassinations. p 

So Fire-raiser, an incendiary. 

1891 Daily News 1 Dec. 5/3 The exemplary sentences 
passed..at the Central Criminal Court on two fire-raisers. 

+ Fire-red, 2. Obs. [f. as prec.+Repa Cf. 
MHG. wiurrot.| Red like fire. 

1382 Wycuir Lev, xiv. 49 He shal take .. fier reed silk, 
¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pol. 624 A Sompnour.. That hadde a fire- 
pa cherubinnes face. 1601 Hottanp Pliny I. 154 People 








FIRE-SLAUGHT, 


borne with eies like owles, whereof the sight is fire red. 
ee Sanpys tr, Ouvdd’s Met, x1v..779 Iron, boyld In fire-red 
urnaces, 


Fi-re-screen. 

1. A movable screen, whether hanging, standing, 
or for use with the hand, to intercept the heat of 
the fire. 


1758 Jounson /dler No. 13 ® 8 We have twice as many 
fire-screens as chimneys. 1824 Scotr S¢. Rovan’s xxii, 
A couple of her ladyship’s drawings, made up into fire- 
screens. 1833 N. Arnott Physics II. 44 In our drawing- 
rooms it is common to have plate-glass fire-screens, which, 
pele they allow the light to pass, defend the face from the 

eat, 

2. A wire frame placed in front of a fire to keep 
back sparks, falling cinders, etc.; a fire-guard. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 871/1 Five-screen. 

3. aut. (see quot.) 

1815 Halconer's Marine Dict. (ed. Burney) 436 s. v. Scveen, 
Fire-screens are pieces of fearnought .. hooked round the 
magazine passages, and also round the hatchways, where it 
is necessary to pass the powder. 1867 in SmyTH Sailor's 
Word-bk. 

Fire-ship. — 

1. A vessel freighted with combustibles and ex- 
plosives, and sent adrift among ships, etc. to destroy 
them. 

1588 Parke tr. Ilendoza’s Hist. China 170 Captayne of 
the fire shippes of Chincheo, 1628 Meape in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. 1. 111. 270, I cannot hear of above some two or 
three of our fireships lost. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 21 P16 
Sir Edward Whitaker, with five Men of War, four Trans- 
ports, and two Fireships, was arrived at that Port. a@1859 
Macautay fzst. Eng. V. 20 Montague bitterly described 
him as a fireship, dangerous at best, but on the whole most 
dangerous asaconsort. 

2. slang. One suffering from venereal disease ; 
a prostitute, 

1672 WycuerLey Love tz Wood u, Are you not a Fire- 
ship, a Punk, Madam? 1673 R. Heap Cazting Acad. 18 
Thy Sweep-stakes still shall bare the Bell, No Fire-ship yet 
aboard it fell. 1738 Swirr Polite Conv. ii. Wks. 1883 IX. 447 
No; damn your fire-ships, I have a wife of my own. 1748 
Smotiett Rod. Rand. 1. xxiii, ‘A fire-ship!.. more like 
a poor galley in distress that has been boarded by such 
a fire-ship as you.’ a. ; 

Fire-shovel. [OE. /yr-scof, f. fyr, Fire + 
scofl, SHOVEL.] A shovel for placing coals on a 
fire or for removing coal or ashes. 

c 1000 /ELFric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 358 Ba/zlla, fyrscofl. 
1543 in Rogers Agric. § Prices III. 572/1 Fireshovel 1/8. 
1567 Inv. EL. Hutton in Wills & nv.(Surtees) 250 A paire of 
tonges, a porr & a fyer shule. 1612 Sc. Bk. Customs in 
Halyburton's Ledger (1867) 304 Fire shooles the dozen. 
1719 DE For Crusoe 1. (1883) 227, I took a Fire Shovel and 
Tongs. 1838 Dicxrns O. 7wist ix, The Jew, tapping the 
fire-shovel on the hearth. ; j " 

Fireside (foiessai'd, attvzd. foie-usoid). [f. Fire 
sb. + SIDE. } 

1. The side of a fire-place ; orégznally, the place 
occupied by the two seats right and left of the fire 
under the chimney; hence, the space about the 


fire ; the hearth. 

1563 O. Foxe in Child Marr. 58 This contract was made 
toward eveninge nere the fireside. a 1639 T. Carew Poems, 
Spring 20 Love no more is made By the fire side. 1705 
HICKERINGILL Priest-cr. 11. 1, 12 The news .. coming to the 
Pope, as he was saying his Beads by the Fire-side. 1798 
Matrtuus Popul. (1817) II]. 74 The warm house, and the 
comfortable fireside, would lose half of their interest. 1859 
W. Co.uns Q. of Hearts (1875) 3 My brothers had made 
my place ready for me by their fireside. 

2. transf. 

a. As a symbol of home and home-life. 

1848 Macautay /ist. Eng. I. 149 They would fight man- 
fully for their shops and firesides. 1894 Dazly News 6 June 
6/4 The English are regarded as the nation most appre- 
ciatory of the home, the fireside. _ 

+b. collect. Those who sit round one’s fire or 


hearth; one’s household. Odés. 

1720 Lett. from Lond. Frnl. 13 He has a numerous 
Fireside of squabbling Brats. 1722 Pore Lett. (1735) I. 276 
Enjoy your own Fire-side..that is, all those of your Family 
who make it pleasing to sit and spend whole Wintry Months 
together. 1785 Map. D’Arpray Le?t, 3 Jan., A very happy 
new year to you and your fireside. 

3. attrib. (quasi-adj.) 

1740 Mrs. Devany Life & Corr. (1861) II. 137, I own such 
a downright fire-side epistle from her disappointed me. 1807 
Crasse Par. Reg. III. 621 The fire-side chair, still set, but 
vacant still. 1840 Dickens Barz. Rudge i, The fire-side 
group. 1871 Lowetit My Study W., A. Lincoln, The 
simple confidence, the fireside plainness, with which Mr. 
Lincoln always addresses himself to the reason of the 
American people. . 

Hence (once-wds.) Firesi‘der, one who sits by 
the fireside. Firesi‘deship, the personality of one 


who sits by the fireside. ; 

1817 Hazuitr Round Table in Q. Rev. XVII. 157 Fire- 
sider [cited by the reviewer as coined by Hazlitt.] @1859 
L. Hunt Fancy Concert, What concert ’twould please his 
Firesideship to have. 

+Fire-slaught. Sc. Ods. [f Firu sd. + ME. 
slaht, OE. sleahé stroke, blow: see SLAUGHT.] A 
flash of fire or lightning ; lightning. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1769 (Cott.) Fire slaght fell wit thoner 
and rain. ¢13378 Sc. Leg. Saints, Laurentius 16 Alsa it 
has vertu .. Fore to resyst agane fyre-slacht. 1549 Comp. 
Scot, vi. 60 The fyir slaucht vil consume the vyne. 1872 
Tennant Pafistry storm’d 24 As thunder on the fire- 
slacht’s back. 


FIRE-STONE. 


Fi‘re-stone. [OE. /irstdn (=Ger. feuerstein), 
f, fyr, Frre + std, StonE.] 

+1. A stone capable of being used in striking 
fire: a, A popular name for iron pyrites. b. A 
flint, esp. the flint of a fire-lock. Ods. 

cxooo AiLFric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 148 Pir7tes, wel 
Jocaris lapis, fyrstan. c1440 Promp. Parv. 161/2 Fyyr- 
stone, for to smyte wythe fyre, focavis. 1579 Lity Exphues 
(Arb.) 121 Y® fire-stone in Liguria, though it be quenched 
with milke, yet againe it is kindled with water. 1671 
J. Wesster Metallogr. 114 Marchasites or Fire Stones, 
1728 J. Woopwarp Catal. Fossils (1729) 1. 176 In Yorkshire, 
where these [Pyritz] are called Fire-Stones. 1865 Tytor 
Early Hist. Man. ix. 246 Iron pyrites .. shared with flint, 
the name of Fire-stone. 

b. . 1530 Parser. 220/2 Fyre stone, pierre a fev. 1586 
Witnats Dict. H vij/2 A fire-stone to strike fire with, szex. 
17oo Astry tr. Saavedra-Faxardo 1. 283 The Prince’s 
Heart should resemble the Fire-stone or Flint. 1833 
J. Hotranp Manuf. Metal I. v. 87 Afterwards a firestone 
was screwed into the cock... This ‘firestone’ was not at 
first of a vitreous nature .. but a compact pyrites or mar- 
casite. 


2. a. A stone that resists the action of fire; one 
used for lining furnaces, ovens, etc. b. A local 
name for certain calcareous sandstones found in the 
carboniferous and cretaceous strata, e@. A local 


name for granite, tufa, etc. 

a. c1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 805 Hic abbestus 
a fyirstone. 1651 R. Cuitp in Hartlib'’s Legacy (1655) 75 
Sandy stones commonly called fire-stones, because they will 
endure strong fires. 1674 1. Srurpie in PA72. Trans, XVII. 
696 A Wall of the best Fire-stone to keep off the force of the 
Fire from the Walls of the Furnace. 1702 Savery Miner's 
Friend 26 The Furnace being made of .. Fire-stone. 1862 
G. P. Scrore Volcanos 384 Employed, under the name of 
Bakofenstein, as a fire-stone for the lining of ovens. 

b. 1707 Mortimer Huséd. vi. 95 Any soft Stone as Fire- 
stone, Limestone, etc., if broke small, and laid on cold 
Lands, must be ofadvantage. 1833 LyeLt Princ. Geol. III. 
286 An inferior deposit called, provincially, ‘ Firestone,’ and 
by English geologists the ‘Upper green-sand.’ 1839 Mur- 
cHison Silurv. Syst. 1. xxxiv. 452 A subordinate band of 
reddish sandstone, the /zvestone of the country people. 
1892 Simmonns Dict. Trade Suppl., /ivestone, a local name 
in Surrey for the soft calcareous sandstone. .sold..under the 
name of hearthstone, 

c. 1776 G. Sempre Building in Water 56 The Carriage- 
way..was to be paved with Fire-stone, 1860 Zcclesiologist 
X XI. 143 The walling generally is built of a volcanic stone 
called [in the West Indies] firestone, 


3. A hearth-stone. 

1613 Rovenzon 7¥eat. Metal. Diij, The furnace may 
bee pulled downe, & a new fire-stone or hearth put in. 
1842 S. C. Hatt /reland II. 6 The stones .. have been 
removed by the peasantry to make ‘ Fire-stones.” 

Fire-tongs. #/. [OE. fyrtang, f. ffr, Fire + 
tang, Tonc.] Tongs used for handling ignited 
combustibles. 

az100 Gerefa in Anglia (1886) IX. 263 Fyrtange, wzi- 
pundern; and fela towtola. 1463 Rolls Parl. V. 507/z 
Eny of theese Wares .. That is to sey, eny .. Fyretonges. 
1671 J. WessteER JZetallog”. xvii. 250 Of which [Brass] is 
made fire-tongs. 1853 J. D. Date tr. Baldeschi’s Ceremo- 
nial 199 Two thuribles, with the boats and fire-tongs. 


Fire-water. 

1. ‘A name given to alkahest? (Chambers Cyc/, 
Supp. 1753). 

2. Any strong liquor or ardent spirits. 


Originally used by (or attributed to) the North American 
Indians: chiefly current with reference to the pernicious 
effects of alcoholic liquors on barbarous races, or in 
vituperative or jocular use. 

1826 J. F. Cooper Mohicans xi, His [Magua’s] Canada 
fathers..taught him to drink the fire-water, and he became 
arascal, 1849 WHITTIER Marg. Smith's Frnt. Prose Wks. 
1889 I. 32 Never taste of the strong fire-water, but drink 
only of the springs, 1861 Hucurs Tom Brown at Oxf. x, 
His father .. had a horror .. of the fire-water which is 
generally sold to the undergraduate. 


Fi-re-wood, fi'rewood. Wood for burning ; 
fuel. Also adtrid. 
_ 1496 Nottingham Rec. 11. 290 For brekyng of fire wodde 
in the owte wodes. 1553 Even 77eat, Newe Ind. (Arb.) 19 
This tree serueth them for firewood. 1602 FULBECKE 27d@ 
Pt. Parall. 52 And the termor hath house-wood .. and 
fire-woode belonging to his tearme of common right. 1779 
De For Crusoe (1840) I. ix. 143 1..placed my fire-wood all 
round it. 1815 Expuinstone Acc. Caubul (1842) Il. 175 
During the day, they issue forth in swarms to search for 
forage and fire-wood. 1889 Evening News 3 Dec. 4/5 
Firewood Cutters, 


Fi‘re-work, fi‘rework. 
+1. Work done by, in, or with fire. 


1601 Hottanp Péiny II. 467 But for that the.. smoke.. 
may stifle and choke them ., they are forced to giue ouer 
such fire-work, 1607 Breton Murmurer Diiij, His heart 
the Anuile wheron the deuill frames his fireworke. 1609 
Row anps Crew Kind Gossips 15 Ile vndertake, The credit 
of this fire-worke [tobacco-smoking] quite to shake. 1686 
Prior Staffordsh, ix. § 10. 336 To the fire-works succeed the 
Arts relating to water, 

+2. An apparatus for working with fire, a 
furnace; also, a place where the material for fire 
is obtained. Ods. 

1607 Dekker Avt’s. Conjur. (1842) 21 The map ofacountry 
that lyes lower .. than the cole-pits of Newe castle, is farre 
more darke. .then the colliers of those fire-workes are. 1613 
Rovenzon 7veat. Metal, Civ, The furnaces or fire-workes 
may be maderounde, 1674 Petry Disc. Dupl. Proportion 
36, I know that in Fire-works great Fires are more profitable 
than small; as in Brewers Coppers, 
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3. + A combustible or explosive composition for 
use in war (ods.); a projectile or other machine 
charged with such composition. 

1560 WHITEHORNE Ord. Souldiours title-p., And more- 
over how to make Saltpetre, Gunpowder, and divers 
sorts of Fireworks or Wild Fire. 1636 Fratity Clavis 
Myst. xiv. 189 Granadoes and other fire-works .. do 
more harm to them that cast them than to the enemie. 
1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1119/3 The Enemy set fire to a 
Firework they had prepared in the Court of Guard of 
the said Bastion. c1710 in Torrington Mem. (1889) 140 
Some boats mann’d, arm’d, and with fireworks..to burn 
a French privateer. 1777 Burke Corr. (1844) Il. 142 The 
construction of all fireworks is understood at the ordnance- 
office. 1851 J. S. Macautay Field Fortif. 181 In the 
attack of fortified houses, the fire of the loop-holes may be 
stopped by the introduction of small rockets, or any other 
artificial firework, that will create. .smoke. 

jig. 1633 G. Hersert Temple, Starre iii, First with thy 
fire-work burn to dust Folly. 1679 Hstadbl. Test. 3 These 
Men of Tempestuous Principles are continually making 
their Fireworks in our very Intrals. 

4. Any contrivance for the use of fire to produce 
a pleasing or scenic effect. +a. A ‘set piece’ ; 
an arrangement of pyrotechnic contrivances to 
form a pictorial or ornamental design. Also 


piece of firework. 

1575 GascoicNnE Pr. Pleas, Kenilw., At which time there 
wer fire-works shewed upon the water; the which were 
both strange and wel executed. 1590 WEBBE 7vav. (Arb.) 
29, I my selfe was there constrained to make a cunning 
peece of fire work framed in form like to ye Arke of Noy. 
1644 Evetyn MZewz. (1857) I. 137 The night ended with fire- 
works .. The first appeared to be a mighty rock. 1675 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1027/4 A rare Fire-work was erected on the 
little Isle .. representing the Alliance of the Confederates. 
1795 in Ld. Aucklana’s Corr. (1862) III. 314 The shrubs of 
the island were rooted out to make a place for a fire-work. 

b. A single piece of pyrotechnic apparatus, 
e. g. a rocket, squib, etc. 

1611 Mippieton & Dekker Roaring Girl v. 1, A justice 
-. used that rogue like a firework, to run upon a line 
betwixt him and me. 1684 Contenzpl. State of Manu. ix. 
(x699) 232 A Wheel of Squibs and Fire-Works. 1731 Swirr 
Answ. to Simile, Like fire-works she can burn in water. 
1849 F. B. Heap Stokers §& Pokers x. (1851) 93 Sparks 
created by the sudden ignition of a sackful of fire-works. 

ce. pl. (formerly also szwg.) A pyrotechnic dis- 
play. 

1588 Suaxs, L. L. L.v. i. 119 The King would haue mee 
present the princesse .. with some delightfull ostentation .. 
or fire-worke. 16253 K. Lone tr. Barclay’s Argenis 11. 
xxiv. 228 In expectation of fire-workes, which hee had 
promised not far from the shore. 1761 Foote Lyar1. Wks. 
7799 I, 287 After supper a ball; and to conclude the night, 
a firework. 1848 Macautay Hust. Eng. I. 476 The banquet 
[was followed] by brilliant fireworks, and the fireworks by 
much bad poetry. 1851 D. Jerrotp St. Giles xx. 206 The 
omission of the bonfires and the fireworks did pain me, 

transf. 1872 Hux.ry PAys. ix. 222 The remarkable dis- 
play of subjective fireworks which follows a heavy blow 
upon the eyes. 


1670 Eacuarp Cont. Clerey 31 He has neither squibs nor 
fireworks .. the curs’d carrier lost his best book of phrases. 
1682 DrypEN Ads. & Achit. 11. 450 In fireworks give him 
leave to vent his spite; Those are the only serpents he can 
write, 1883 F. M. Crawrorp Dr. Claudius ix, Barker 
turned on the fireworks of his conversation for the amuse- 
ment of Claudius. 1889 Barrire & Leranp Slang Dict., 
Fireworks (tailors), a great disturbance, a state of in- 
tense excitement. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as firework-factory, -maker. 

1885 Pall Mall G. 4 Nov. 4/1 Norwood, where Mr. Brock 
has_his thirty acres of *firework factories. 1892 did. 
x Nov. s/2 We are busy manufacturing the smaller *fire- 
work goods all the year round. 1803 tr. Lebrun’s Monsieur 
Botte II, 230 The *fire-work maker loaded ten porters 
with grenades. 1885 Pad/ Mall G. 4 Nov. 4/1 None more 
healthy than the firework maker, 

Hence Fi'rewo:rkless a., devoid of fireworks. 
Firewo:rky a., like a firework, abrupt, jerky. 

1856 Dickens Left. (1880) I, 437 Whom I found with 
some fireworkless little boys in a desolate condition, 1887 
Graphic 15 Jan. 66/2 The Major departed in his usual 
fireworky way. 1889 in Pall Mall G, 13 May 6/2 He dis- 
ported himself..in his kaleidoscopic and fireworky fantasia. 

Fire-wo:rker. [f. Firusd, + Worker, after 
FIREWORK. ] 

+1. One who has to do with fireworks or ex- 
plosives in war; sfec. an artillery officer, under the 
fire-master. Ods. 

1626 Purcuas Pilgrimage (ed. 4) 527 They tooke some 
of these Fire-workers, & one of which being examined, 
confessed after M. Prings Relation thus. 1686 Lond. 
Gaz. No, 2124/2 They will be 8000 fighting Men, besides .. 
Gunners and Fire-workers. 1703 did. No. 3913/2 A Lieu- 
tenant, with 5 Fireworkers, killed. 1800 Dunpas in Owen 
Wellesley's Desp. 564 Each company to have an additional 
Lieut.-Fireworker, 

2. One who makes fireworks ; a pyrotechnist. 

1772 in J. T. Smith Bs. Rainy Day (1861) 52 Torre the 
fireworker divided the receipts at the door with the pro- 
prietor. 1835 Burnes Zrav. Bokhara (ed. 2) 1. 176 All the 
fire-workers of Lahore seemed to be exerting their talents 
in pyrotechny, 

So +} Fire-working vé/. sb., the management of 
fireworks or explosives (ods.) ; Fire-working A//. 
a., working with fire. 

1758 WuitwortH Acc. Russia 60 He..understands nava- 
gation, shipbuilding, fortification, and fire-working. 1850 
W. Macinn Homeric Ball, 169 A vessel wrought By the 
fire-working god, 











FIRING. 


Fivre-wo:rship. [f. as prec. + WorsuiP sd.] 
The worship or adoration of fire. 

1774 J. Bryant J7Zythol. 1. 210 Here was the source of 
fire-worship. 1871 Tytor Prim. Cult. Il. 254 The fire- 
worship of Assyria, Chaldea, Phcenicia. : 

So Fire-wo:rshipper, one who worships fire, 
a follower of Zoroaster. 

1806 T. Maurice Fall Mogul Introd. 19 Persees, who, 
though in these pages denominated fire-worshippers, are 
{etc.]. 1879 Sir G. G. Scorr Lect, Archit. I. 13 The Fire- 
worshippers of ancient Persia. 

ete vbl. sb. [f. Fire v, +-1nG 1] 

1. a. The action of setting on fire or alight. 

1548 Hatt Chron. 18b, Perceyving by the firyng of the 
beacons that the people began to assemble. 1677 Yar- 
RANTON Engl. [iprov. 16 ‘the ruine of some thousand 
Families since the firing of London. 1817 Copsetr Wks. 
XXXII. 150 Those meetings led..to the firing and pulling 
down of houses, 

b. The action of catching fire or becoming 
ignited. Ods. or rare. 

1588 G. Fretcuer in Hakluyt’s Voy. (1598) I. 480 The 
greatest inconuenience of their wodden building is the 
aptnesse for firing, which happeneth very oft. 1641 Best 
Farm, Bks. (Surtees) 61 Then doe wee drawe up a leape 
aboute the middle of each roomstead..whearby the dainger 
of firing is prevented. 1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. 
I. iii, 95 By the eruption of. Tb isnarends Vapours, and the 
firing thereof, these protuberances of Mountains and Hills 
may be made. 1950 Exiis Mod. Husb. 1. i. 87 Firing, 
the spontaneous combustion of hay when stacked damp. 

2. The action of subjecting to the operation of 
fire ; preparation, baking, or curing by heat. 

1782 Wepcwoon in Phil. Trans. LX XII. 307 Their use is 
confined to a particular structure of furnaces, and mode of 
firing. 1839 StonrHousE A-holme 228 This window has 
had four firings at a very high temperature. 1885 Harper's 
Mag. Apr. 679/1 The glazing and firing of pottery has been 
a fine art. 1888 Zzmes (weekly ed.) 23 Nov. 9/4 The 
process called ‘firing’ [of tea]..is a kind of roasting. 

3. Farriery. Cauterizing. (See Fire z. 10.) 

1644 PrynnéE & Waker Fiennes’ Trial 65 Who should 
not use cauteries or firing till the utmost extremity. 1866 
Rocers Agric. §& Prices 1. xv. 282 In 1385. .firing was used 
to cure horses of spavin. 1891 Dazly News 21 Apr. 5/4 
Firing, for curb especially, need not be a severe operation. 

4. Applied to a disease in tobacco and in flax: 
see quots. and cf. FIRE v. 4 b. 

1688 J, CLayton in PAil. Trans. XVII. 947 What they 
call Firing is this: When. .there has been a very wet and cold 
Season, and very hot Weather suddenly ensues, the Leaves 
[of tobacco] turn brown, and dry to dust, 1812 DusourpIEU 
Agric. Surv. Antrim 197 Flax is subject toa disease called 
firing, which often attacks it when near ripe. 1888 Paton 
& Dirrmar in Excycl, Brit. XXIII. 424/2 Tobacco plants 
.. have been subject to..a disease called ‘firing,’ caused 
by the long continuance of very wet or very dry weather, 

5. The action of supplying with fire; the feeding 
and tending of a fire or furnace. 

1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Firing, attending to 
the fires and keeping them up to the required heat for 
carbonising coal. 3 

6. The discharging a fire-arm} a mine, etc. 

1603 Knottes Hist. Turks (1638) 69 All things being now 
in readinesse for the firing of the mine, 1684 Scanderbeg 
Rediv. vi. 143 The fierce Firings of the said Battalions. 
1790 Beatson Wav. & Mil. Mem. 1. 157 Night coming on, 
the firing on both sides ceased. 1885 Manch. Exam, 
3 Oct. 4/7 The train drew up..amid..the firing of guns. 

b. transf. in Bell-ringing. The ringing of all 
the bells in a peal at once. 

1788 W. Jones, etc. Clavis Campanalogia 4 Those 
clamberings and firings (as it is called) that destroy all 
music. 1880 in Grove Dict. Mus. 

7. concr. Material for a fire, fuel. 

a@3555 Riviey in Contemp. Rev. (1878) XXXI. 771 To 
give him both meat, drink, clothing, and firing. — g9x 
GREENE Disc, Coosnage (1592) 23 Fewel or fiering, being 
a thing necessary. 1667 Perys Diary 24 Aug., The bells 
rung ; but no bonfires. .any where,—partly from the dearness 
of firing. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 212 Want of firing 
is the greatest inconveniency that both islands labour under. 
1833 Hr. Martineau Brooke Farm ii. 18 Their mother 
explained that the boys cut firing on the common. 

+b. A quantity of burning fuel. Ods. rare. 

1485 Digdy Myst. (1882) u. 433 Here shall entere a-nother 
devyll..with a fyeryng. 

8. attrib. and Comd., as (sense 1) firzng-chamber ; 
(sense 3) firzmg-tron ; (sense 5) jixing9-door, -hole, 
-machine, -tool, etc.; (sense 6) firing line, party, 
-pin, etc.; firing-place, a fire-place (ods.) ; also, 
the place from which a gun is fired; firing-point, 
the temperature at which an inflammable oil is 
liable to spontaneous combustion. 

1892 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin.,* Firing Chamber or 
Lighting Chamber, the small cavity or chamber through 
which the charge of a gas engine Is ignited. 31892 Pad/ 
Mall G, 13 Dec. 6/2 A small but well-preserved hypocaust, 
withits *firing-door. 1892 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., 
*Kiring Hole, the door in the side of a reverberatory 
furnace through which the fuel is introduced to the grate 
area, 1753 CHamBers Cycd. S2fp., s. v., When the farrier 
has made his *firing-iron red hot in his forge, he applies 
the thinnest part to the horses skin. 188x Lp. HartinGTON 
in Daily Tel. 6 May 2, General Stewart was obliged to 
put every reserve man into the *firing line. 1859 F, A, 
GruirFitus Artil. Man. (1862) 48 The *Firing party move 
to the grave. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Firing-party, 
a detachment of soldiers, marines, or small-arm men selected 
to fire over the grave of an individual buried with military 
honours. 1890 J. G, SmirH in Upland Shooting 138 Carry 
an extra *firing-pin, as you may break one, 1715 LEon 
Palladio’s Archit. (1742) 11. 99 Hearths and *Firing-places, 


FIRISH. 


1879 Browninc J. Relph 78 The turf marked out for the 
party’s firing-place. 1878 Uve’s Dict, Arts IV. 570 Mineral 
oil, one or two degrees above the standard *firing-point, 
may, if stored in a populous locality, cause sad disaster. 


+Firish, a Ods—° [f. Fire sd. + -19H.] 
Savouring of fire. Hence + Fi-‘rishness. 
1568 TurNER Heréal 1. 65 There is a firishnes in it. 


+ Firk, ferk, s?. Ods. [f. next vb.] 

1. A smart sudden blow or stroke, as with a 
whip ; a flick, flip; a cut or thrust (with a sword), 

@1634 Ranpotrpu Muses Looking-glasse 1. iv, My Apish 
imitation .. Does as good service .. As your proud whip, 
with all his ferkes, and jerkes. @ 1679 Eart Orrery Gyz- 
man (1693) 40 Both of them had a Fierk at each of my 
Haunches. 

2. A trick, dodge, subterfuge. 
prank, caprice. 

1611 Barrey Ram-Alley m. in Hazl. Dodsley X. 329 
Leave this firk of law, 1636 Davenant W7tts in Dodsley 
Old Plays (1780) VIII. 498 This was such a firk of piety 
Tne'er heard of. 1682 H. More Azmnot. Glanvill’s Lux O. 
arr A pretty juvenile Ferk of Wit. 

3. ? A dance; ? a partner for a dance. 

1632 SuirLtey Hyde Park u, ii, Come, choose your firk, 
for dance you shall. 

Firk, ferk (foik), v. Forms: a. 1 fercian, 
fercian, 4 ferkien, 4-6 ferke, (5 fark), 7- ferk. 
B. 6-7 firke, (7 firck), 9 dal, virk, 6- firk. 
[OE. fercian, ferctan, prob. f. fer (see FARE sé.1). 

In OE, known only in one example in the sense ‘ to bring, 
conduct’; but the vb. /e7cZaz to support, feed, may perh. 
be the same word, as this sense may have developed from 
eSy supplying with provisions for a journey (cf. Fare 
sb.1 8. 

+1. trans. To bring, carry, conduct; to help 


forward on one’s way. Obs. 

O. E. Chron. an. 1009 Pet folc .. feercodon [v. r. fer- 
codon] da scipo eft to Lundene. ¢1350 W2ll, Palerne 3630 
Pei .. bisiliche fondede fast to ferke him forpward. 1393 
Gower Conf. III. 295 This lord .. The which upon the see 
she [Fortune] ferketh. c1q00 Destr. Troy 614 The flese 
for to fecche, and ferke it away. did. 3840 So bolnet was 
his body, pat burthen hade ynoghe The fete of pat freke to 
ferke hym aboute. /d/d. 6032 All necessaries. .[bai] ffechit 
fro the flete, & ferkit to bonke. 

2. +a. To urge, press hard; to drive, drive 


away. Ods. 

1340-70 Alisaunder 66 By force of hur fight Gei firked 
hym Sennes. Jbzd. 85 [Pei] Felled be falsse folke, ferked 
hem hard. 1606 CHAPMAN Gentleman Usher 1. i, The red 
fac’d Sunne hath firkt the flundering shades. 1640 Brome 
Antipodes 1. ii, This shall serve To firke your adversary 
from court to court. 1674 N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv. 74 
There is somewhat in it, that firks us more at such a nick 
of time to wake. 

b. With advbs.: To drive, force, or move sharply 
and suddenly off, out, up; } to cut off (some one’s 
head), Also dza/. to drive or ‘ferret’ oz¢ (vermin), 
to clear owt (a burrow, etc.). Zo jirk up (fig.): to 
stir up, rouse. } Zo irk to death, (out) of life: to 


put to death. , 
c1400 Destr. Troy 145 He caste in his thoghte The freike 
vpon faire wise ferke out of lyue. /é2d. 5260 With a fouchon 
felle to ferke of his hede. Jdzd. 12191 pe fell kyng of Frigie 
I ferkid of lyue. /ézd. 12362 With hor fos to be felly ferkit to 
dethe. 1610 B. Jonson A /ch. 1.i, He. .puffes hiscoales, Tillhe 
firke nature vp, inher ownecenter. 1640 BRoME Atzipodes 11. 
ii, As Tumblers doe; when betwixt every feat They gather 
wind, by firking up their breeches. 1644 Dicsy Two veatises 
(1645) 1. 377 He [the badger] will pisse upon his taile, and 
by firking that up and downe, will endeavour .. to make 
their eyes smart. 1817-8 Cospetr Resid, U.S. (1822) 249 
These vermin our friend “rks out (as the Hampshire people 
call it), 1823 New Monthly Mag. VIII. 496 If I do not 
ferk you out of all likelihood of ringing the beauty, why 
mandamus me! 1878 P. Ropinson /zdian Garden 106 Not 
all the marigolds of Cathay will firk up Christmas spirits. 
1891 Sheffield Gloss. Suppl., Kerk, to clear out .. ‘Come, 
lass, let’s ferk all them nooks out!’ of 
+e. To contrive to get or ‘raise’ (a living) ; to 
get (money) from a person. Also, to cheat, rob 
(any one). Zo firk up: to hatch or vamp up (a 


business), Ods. 

1604 Dekker Honest Wh, in Dodsley Old Plays (1780) 
III. 344 As from poor clients lawyers firk money. a 1616 
Beaum. & Fi. Little Fr, Lawyer ui. ii, A fine lawyer, sir, 
And would have firk’d you up a business, And out of this 
court into that. 1622 FLetcuer Beggars’ Bush 1. i, Were 
ever fools so ferk’d? 1624 — Rule a Wife m1. iv, These 
five years she has firkt a pretty Living. 1709 Brit. Apollo 
II. No. 65. 3/2 She Firkt a Living upon Earth. 

+3. refl. and intr. To urge oneself forward ; to 
move quickly, hasten. + Zo jirk (oneself) up: to 
start up, set oneself in motion. 70 firk out with 
(a@ sword): to draw hastily. Ods. 

13.. E. £. Allit. P. B. 897 Fast pe freke ferkez vp ful 
ferd at his hert. c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Kut. 173 Pe fole pat he 
ferkkes on. J/éid. 2013 Pat ober ferkez hym vp & fechez 
hym his wedez. 1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 300 Ne foure- 
fotede best [we] ferke to kill. c1q00 Melayne 484 He 
ferkes owte with a fawchon And hittis the Sawdane one 
the crownn. c1400 Destr. Troy 6585 The freke ben in 
fuerse hast ferkid on horse. a@x1400-50 Alexander 766 
He .. Farkis to see Philip & fangis his leue. /did. 926 
Philip. .Ferkis furth with a fewe folk. 1599 NasHE Lenten 
Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 244 The bonnie Northren cobbles 
.. With their Indian canaos .. firking as flight swift thorow 
the glassy fieldes of Thetis, as if it were the land of yce. 

+b. zztr. To move about briskly ; to dance, jig ; 
to flaunt or frisk about; to be lively, frisky, or 


‘jiggish’. Also 40 firk zt. Obs. 


Also, a freak, 
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1596 Nasue Have with you Ep. Ded., Wks. (Grosart) IIT. 
17 Neuer surcease flaunting and firking it in fustian., 1606 
Str G. Goosecappfe u. i. in Bullen O. PZ. ILI. 32 Your 
dauncers legges bow for-sooth, and Caper, and jerke and 
Firke. @1625 FLetcHer Woman's Prize u. vi, They have 
got a stick of Fiddles and they firke it In wondrous waies. 
c 1630 B, Jonson E-xfost. Inigo Fones, How would he firk, 
like Adam Overdo, Up and about. 1672 Vittiers (Dk. 
Buckhm.) Rehearsal (Arb.) 115 We’l frisk in our shell, We’l 
firk in our shell. @1679 Eart Orrery Guzman iv. (end), 
Well since I am restrain’d a while from doing, I'll ferk it 
with thinking. 

4. trans. To beat, whip, lash, trounce, drub. Ods. 


exc. arch. 

1567 Epwarps Damon & Pithias in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 
164 O, I had firk’d him trimly, thou villain, if thou hadst 
given me my sword. 1599 SHaxs. Hew. V, Iv. iv. 29 
M. Fer: Ile fer him, and firke him, and ferret him. a@ 1625 
FLetcHer Women Pleas’d ui. iv, I have paid her, I have so 
ferk’d her face. 1638 Forp Lady's Trial u. ii, He has 
firk’d And mumbled the rogue Turks. 1708 Brzt. Apollo 
No. 9. 3/1 Who .. Bound up a tingling Rod, and firk’d his 
Tail. 1722 SEwEL Hist. Quakers tv. 128 At this the Judge 
said, ‘Take him away, Prevaricator! I'll ferk him’, 1736 
Ainsworth Lat, Dict. 1, To firk, Zagello. 1863 Sata Capt. 
Dangerous I. iv.97, I would sooner see a poor rogue soundly 
firked at the post. ~ 

+b. To play (a fiddle). Ods. 

1668 Davenant Man's the Master i. ii, Firk your 
fiddles ! 

Hence Firking v0/. sd, and Zf/. a, Also Fi'rker, 
one who firks, Fi'rkery (see quot. 1611). 

1894 Nasue Unfort. Trav. Wks. (Grosart) V. 70 Why 
should I goe gadding. .after firking flantado Amphibologies ? 
1602 Marston Azt. & Mel. 11. Wks. 1856 I. 34 He would 
proove a rare firking Satyrist. 1611 Cotcr., Bichecoterie 
..firkerie, an odde pranke, or ierke, in whoorisme. 1611 
Barrey Ram-Alley w. i. F iv, She shall haue bayle .. And 
a firking writte Of false imprisonment. @1625 FLETCHER 
Mad Lover v. iv, No firking out at fingers ends. 1632 
Row.Ley Woman never Vext w.i.51 These briske factors 
are notable firkers. 1636 Davenant W7tts (1673) 197 Sir, 
these are the firkers of the City Fiddles. 1654 GayTon 
Pleas. Notes m. i. 68 Your soberest Jades are firkers in 
Corners. 1664 Butter Hud. u. u. 448 Give thy outward- 
fellow a ferking, @a1704 T. Brown Sat. French King Wks. 
1730 I. 59 That I had the firking of thy bumb with holly. 
1719 D’Urrey Pills (1872) IV. 263 In Paul’s Churchyard 
.. dwells a noble Firker, Take heed .. Lest you taste of 
his Lash. 

+ Firkett. Ods. =next. 

1523 Nottinghm. Rec. No. 1396, 6 Unum cadum, Anglice 
a firkett, nigri sopi. 

Firkin (fd-1kin), 5d. Forms: 5 ferdekyn, fer- 
ken, 6 fi-, fyrken, fyrkin, Sc. ferrekyn, (7 firk- 
ing, 8 ferkin), 9 Sc. firikin, 6-firkin. [In ts5the. 
Jerdekyn, app. a. MDu. *vierdekyn, dim. of vierde 
fourth, fourth part: see -KIN.] 

1. A small cask for liquids, fish, butter, etc., ori- 
ginally containing a quarter of a ‘barrel’ or half 
a ‘kilderkin’. 

1423 Act 2 Hen, VI, c. 14 Ferdekyns de Harank. 502 
ArRNOLDE Chron. (1811) 85 To enacte that euery..barell, 
kilderkyn and firken of ale and bere kepe ther full mesur. 
18.. Aberdeen Reg. (Jam.), Ane ferrekyn of saip. 1653 
Watton Angler 223 Put them..into some tub or firkin, 
1748 De Foe’s Eng. Tradesman (1841) I. xxvi. 258 Butter, 
in firkins. 1817 W. SeLwyn Law Wisi Prius II. 1177 He 
carried the firkins as far as Bowes. 1879 J. BurrouGus 
Locusts & W. Honey 10 As the dairy-maid packs butter 
into a firkin. 1886 PalZ Mall G. 20 Aug. 4/1 The farm 
labourer carries his day’s allowance to the field in a sort of 
miniature cask, known to him as a ‘firkin’, which may 
hold from a quart to a gallon, 


b. humorously applied to a person. 

1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Ws. 111. 78/2 Most of them are 
transformed to Barrels, Firkings, and Kinderkins, alwayes 
fraight with Hamburge beere. @ 1700 B. EK. Dict. Cant. 
Crew, Firkin of foul Stuff, a..Coarse Corpulent Woman. 
1830 GaLt Lawrie Todd II. v1. viii. 315 Rather than see 
our school defiled with yon firikin of foul stuff. 

2. Used as a measure of capacity: Half a kilder- 
kin. (The ‘barrel’, ‘kilderkin’, and ‘firkin’ 
varied in capacity according to the commodity.) 

1465 Mann. §& Househ. Exp. 299 Paid for a fferken ale, 
x.d, 1525 TINDALE ¥oAn ii. 6 Pottes of stone .. contayn- 
ynge two or thre fyrkyns a pece. 1542 RecorDe Gr. Artes 
(1575) 204 Of Ale the Fyrken conteineth 8 gallons. 1600 
T. Hyit Azvith, 1. xiii. 66b, 8 gallons in measure make 
x firkin of ale, sope, herring; 9 gallons. .z firkin of beere ; 
ro} gallons, 1 firkin of salmon or Eeles, 1668 DeNnHAm 
Second West, Wonder 4 in Poems 107 Another..was done 
with a Firkin of powder. 1713 WaRDER True Amazons 32 
Honey, that will make us a Ferkin of good Mead. 1727 
Braviey Fan. Dict. s. v., Two Firkins make a Kilderkin. 
1828 Scorr /. M, Perth xvi, ‘They made me drink a firkin 
of Malvoisie.’ 

8. attrib. and Comb., as firkin-man, -trade (see 
quot. 1706); ale-firkin : see ALE. 

1670 J. Smit Englana’s Improv. Reviv'd 164, 4 wooden 
Vessels of Firkin size. 1706 Puitwips (ed. Kersey), “77kin- 
man, one that trades with a Brewer for small Beer, to furnish 
his own Customers. 1743 Lond. §& Country Brew. 11, (ed. 2) 
158 The honest Brewer or Firkin-man. /dzd., This Monster 
in Iniquity sold his Firkin-Trade. 

Hence (once-wds.) Firkin v., trans. to store up 
in firkins. Firkinee‘r [see -nER], one who sells 


by the firkin, ; ~ 
1563-87 Foxe A. § M, (1684) III. 732, I cannot firken up 
my butter..and let the poor want. 1842 Blackw. Mag. 
LII. 468 The orders—the princely prices, came from king- 
doms that were magnificent—not from costermongering 
republics. .not from illiberal guilds of salt-butter firkineers, 

















FIRM. 


Firlot (f1lpt). Sc. Forms: § ferlot, 6 feirt-, 
fert-, ferthelett, fertleitt, furlet, fyrlot, 7-8 
furlot, 8 farlet, 6- firlot. [First in L. ferthe- 
lota, app. repr. ON. fidrfe hlotr fourth part: see 
Lor, 

The OE. “lot does not appear to have been used in the 
sense of ‘ (fractional) part ’.] 

1. A measure of capacity for corn, etc., the fourth 
part of a boll. 

[1264 Comput. Vicecom. de Forfar (Jam.), In servicio 
regis iij celd. ij boll. et j ferthelota.] 1426 Sc. Acts Yas. [ 
(1597) § 70 They ordaned..foure firlottes to conteine a boll. 
1484 Act Audit, 36/2, iii ferlotis of mele. c 1540 in W. H. 
Maxwell Sports § Adv. Scotl. xxviii. (1855) 229 Oats, 47 
chalders x boll 2 firlots. 1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE S?. Gt. Brit. 
Il. 11. ii. 510 The Firlot of Linlithgow. .contains Thirty-one 
Pints Sterling Jugg, for the Measuring of Wheat, Rye, Meal, 
etc, 1824 Mech. Mag. No. 46. 279 You can determine the 
weight of a firlot of grain in the short space of half a minute. 
1876 Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. u. 458 note, Another [gives] 
a firlot, and another two firlots of meal. 

b. A certain measure used for other commodities ; 
also, a great quantity. 

1549 Jv. of Brine (Somerset Ho.), xij ferthelettes of grece 
butter. 1585 /xv. of Postilthwaite (Somerset Ho.), Itm v, 
feirtletts couerlete 3arne. a@ 1832 Fire of Hrendraught iii. 
in Child Ballads vu. cxcvi (1890) 46/1 Ye’s hae a firlot o the 
gude red gowd, 1883 J. Purves in Contemp. Rev. Sept. 
358 Poachers .. who in a night secure a ‘firlot’ of part- 
ridges. 

2. A vessel used to measure a firlot of corn, etc. 

1573 Tyrie Refut. Answ. Knox 40 b, Na man doth licht 
ane lanterne, putting it vnder ane firlot. 1577-95 Descr. 
Isles Scott. in Skene Celtic Scot?, VII. App. 437 To take sa 
mony firlotts as micht stand side by side. 1670 Ray Prov, 
287 Mony words fills not the furlot. 1815 Scorr Guy M, 
ii, The old castle, where the family lived, in their de- 
cadence, as a mouse lives under a firlot. 

Firm (foim), sé.! Also 6 firme. [ad. It., Sp. 
and Pg. firma, a Com. Rom. n. of action f. L. 
jirmare to confirm, in late L. to ratify by one’s 
signature, f. firm-ws Firma, Cf. Farm sd.2, which 
is another form of the same word. The word first 
occurs in translations from Sp. writers ; in sense 2 
it was prob. taken, like other commercial words, 
from Italian. ] 

+1. Signature, sign-manual. Ods. 

1574 HeLLowes Gueuara’s Fam. Ep. 62 The firme of my 
hand I cannot denie. /ézd. 257 This letter..is.. without 
date or firme. 1588 Parke tr. A/endoza’s Hist. China 81 
He .. doth firme the petition with his own firme with red 
inke. [1613 PurcHas P2lerimage (1864) 50 The Articles 
..were confirmed by the King’s Firma.] 1688 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 2354/2 He..puts the Grand Signior’s Firm or Name 
to all Imperial Commands. 1707 Freinp Peterborow's 
Cond. Sp. 143 We order these Presents to be passed with 
our Royal Firm. 1755 tr. /talian certificate in Magens 
Insurances 1. 304 The frequent knowledge we have of his 
Firm and Signature. 

2. a. The ‘style’ or name under which the 
business of a commercial house is transacted. b. 
A partnership of two or more persons for carrying 
on a business; a commercial house. 

1744 in Hanway Trav. (1762) I. v. lxvi. 301 We are come 
to the unanimous resolution of fixing one house, under 
the firm of Messieurs Hanway and Mierop. 1785 Mrs. 
Bennett Fuvenile Indiscret. (1786) 11. 135 He could not 
oppose the wishes of the respectable partners without alter- 
ing the firm of the house. 1802 Mar. Epcrewortu Moral 
T,. (1816) I. xix. 163 All we want to know, is the number of 
your note, and the firm of the house. 1817 W. Setwyn Law 
Nist Prius 11, 1065 An action brought by the other parties 
in the firm, for goods sold and delivered, 1861 W. Bett 
Dict. Law Scot. 387/21 A proper or personal firm is a firm 
designated by the names of one or more of the partners.. 
A descriptive firm has reference to some such circumstance 
as the place where the company is established, or the trans- 
actions in which it is engaged. 1864 Mrs, RmppELL George 
Geith I. ii. 9 Trading under the firm of ‘Grant & Co.’ 
1870 Dickens Z, Drood viii, My small patrimony was left 
a part of the capital of the Firm I am with. 1882 SrErjr. 
BALLANTINE E-xxfer, viii. 81 A respectable firm of solicitors, 

ce. transf. Applied (chiefly in sarcastic use) to 
a number of persons regarded as associated for the 
promotion of their common interest. 

@ 1797 Burke (T.), The bill was carried by a very small 
majority, consisting of partners in the firm, 1819 Metropolis 
II, 209 He won a little money in Bennet Street, (where, to 
be sure, it seldom happens that any one, not of the firm, 
does win), 1862 Merivate Rom. EHwzp. (1865) VII. Ix. 291 
The plebeian emperor, the head of the Flavian firm. 

d. Long firm. (See quot. 1882.) 

1869 Orchestra 2 Jan. 235/1 The doings of ‘the Long 
Firm’, a body of phantom capitalists who issue large orders 
to supply an infinite variety of goods, 1882 OcILvIE s.v. 
Firm, Long Firm,a term given to that class of swindlers 
who obtain goods by pretending to be in business in a certain 
place, and ordering goods to be sent to them, generally 
from persons at a distance, without any intention of pay- 
ment. 1888 Riper Haccarp Mr. Meeson’s Will xv, John 
would give James briefs, and James's reflected glory would 
shine back on John. Inshort, they were anxious to establish 
‘a legal long firm of the most approved pattern, 

Firm, 52.2 A7zs¢. [ad. med.L. frma; see Farm 
sb.2] Occasionally used instead of Farm sé. in 


translations of med.L. documents. 

1859 A. Jerrrey Roxburghsh. 11, iv. 111 He granted to 
Sir Robert Erskine £100 out of his firms in Aberdeen. 
1875 W. McIiwraitu Guide Wigtownshire 54 James III 
granted to his Queen the whole Lordship of Galloway, with 
the customs and firms of the burghs of Kirkcudbright and 
Wigtown, as well as the Castle of Thrieve, 


FIRM. 


Firm (faim), a. andadv. Forms: 4-6 ferm(e, 
6 fyrme, 6-7 firme, 6- firm. [ME. ferme, a. 
OF. (and Fr.) ferme :—L. firmus.] 

A. adj. 

1. Having a close consistence, of solid or compact 

structure or texture ; not readily yielding to pressure 


or impact. 

1611 Biste Jod xli. 24 His heart is as firme as a stone. 
1614 Rateicu “ist, World 111. § 5 To dry up the abundant 
slime and mudde of the Earth, and make the Land more 
firme, 1667 Mitton P. L. 1.350 Down they light On the 
firm brimstone. 1726 SHELVOCKE Voy. round World 28 To 
case it all over with firm thick plank. 1727 Swirt Gulliver 
ut. ii. 187 Upon the firm earth. 1812-16 J. SmitH Pavo- 
vama Sc. & Art 1. 5 Cast steel takes a fine firm edge. 
1823 F. Crissotp Ascent Mt. Blanc 20 The surface of the 
snow was of so firm a consistence that [etc.]. 1854 BADHAM 
Halieut. 170 The flesh is rather too firm when fresh. 

2. Securely or steadily fixed, not easily moved or 
shaken, stable. 

1597 SHAKS. 2 /Ten. IV, 1v. v. 204 Yet, though thou stand’st 
more sure, than I could do, Thou art not firme enough. 
1598 — Merry W. ut. ii. 49 It is as possitiue, as the earth 
is firme. 1694 NarsorouGu in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 46 They 
lie in Veins in the Earth, and in the firm Rocks. 1784 
Cowrer Task vy. 156 So stood the brittle prodigy, though 
smooth And slipp’ry the materials, yet frost-bound Firm as 
arock. 1791 Mrs. Rapcuirre Rom. Forest ii, The glass 
was yet firm in the windows. Zod. Try whether the post 
is firm in the ground. 

3. That does not shake, quiver, or waver ; steady 
in motion or action; having control of the muscular 
forces of the body, not relaxed or nerveless. 

1593 SHAks. 2 Hen, VJ, m1. i. 190 King Henry throwes 
away his Crutch, Before his Legges be firme to beare his 
Body. 1614 Br, Hatt Recoll, Treat. 102 This firme and 
beautifull light [the Sun]. 1656 CowLry Davidezs 11. 504 
The Lion’s royal whelp..leaves the rugged Bear for firmer 
claws. 1667 Mitton P. Z. vi. 534 Him soon they met 
Under spred Ensignes moving nigh, in slow But firm 
Battalion. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 121 Upright he 
walks on Pasterns firmand straight. 1809 RoLanp /encing 
22 Extend the longe..provided you feel yourself firm and 
steady in that position. 1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales 1. 
273, I never heard but one woman who had so firm a touch 
[on the piano]. 1840 P. Parley’s Ann. I. 176 A wise 
man’s feet are always firm in the stirrup. 1870 Bryant 
Iliad 1, 1. 120 O aged man, would that thy knees were 
firm As is thy purpose. 

4. Healthy, robust; sound, undecayed. (Cf. zz- 
jirm.) ? Obs. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Hush. ut. (1586) 124 b, If the 
Horse have an ache [sz_fed77¢], give it him with water, if he 
be ferme [sz on febrit] with good strong Wine. 1715-20 
Pore /iiad xvu. 348 Lamented youth! in life’s firm bloom 
he fell. 1776 G. SempLe Building in Water 84 Those 
which were painted were all quite rotten, but those that 
were not painted continued firm. 1798 Mattuus Popul. 
(1817) I. 428 In the firmest stages of life. 

5. Of non-material things: Fixed, settled, estab- 
lished. Of a decree, law, or sentence: Immutable. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 11. vi. 78, Ine trowe nat pat be 
pris and grace of pe poeple..ne is ferm perdurably. c¢ 1400 
Mavunpey. (Roxb.) xvi. 74 Pou..sall hafe were withouten 
ferme pees all way. 1538 Starkey England 1, i. 16 The 
law of nature ys..in al cuntreys fyrme and stabul. 1568 
Grarton Chron. II, 173 We. .promise to observe and holde 
his deede firme and stable. 1600 Suaxs. A. Y. Z. 1. iii. 85 
Firme and irreuocable is my doombe. 1625 Burces Pers. 
Tithes 64 If the Law bee..firme for Personal Tithes. 1660 
Mitton Free Commw, 430 The happiness of a Nation 
must needs be firmest and certainest in a full and free 
Council of thir own electing, 1837 WuHEweELL //is¢, 
Induct. Sc. (1857) 1. 229 This apotelesmatic or judicial 
astrology obtained firm possession of men’s minds. 

+b. Assured, secure (as a possession, etc.). 
Also of a person: Assured ofa thing. Ods. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1x. 755 The King..Send hym to be 
in ferm keping. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 285b/1 They 
mette and were ferme of the lignage promysed. 1594 First 
Pt. Contention (1843) 39 You shall have your firme rewarde, 
1671 CHARENTE Let, Customs 64 He who was Governour 
at the time..did not..deliver it up to the King of Portugal, 
but kept it firm to the King of Spain. 1737 Wuiston 
Fosephus’ Antig. vu. ix. § 6 The kingdom would be firm to 
him when David was dead. 

+c. Well-ascertained, certain, sure. Of an argu- 
ment: Well-founded, valid. Ods. 

1377 Lancet. P. P/. B. x. 283 Porugh fuire is fullyng and 
pat is ferme bileue. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 
494 Alleadgyng no firme, or honest proofe of y° crimes. 
1596 Suaxs. AZerch, V. tv. i. 53 There is no firme reason to 
be rendred Why [etc.]. 1616 Surri. & Marxu. Country 
Farme 27 \f the drops of Water comming from the roofes of 
Houses doe fall one a good while after another, he shall 
hold it for firme, that cold is neere at hand. 1693 Soutn 
Serm. II. 187 If the sole use of Words..were to inform the 
Person, whom we speak to, the Consequence would be firm 
and good. 

6. Of a person, his attributes, etc.: Immovable 
or not easily moved ; constant, steadfast ; unflinch- 
ing, unshaken, unwavering ; resolute, determined. 

1377 Lanci. P.P/. B. xv. 341 Wherfore folke is be feblere 
and nou3t ferme of bileue. c 1400 Rom. Rose 5229 If he be 
so ferme & stable, That fortune chaunge hym not. 1490 
Caxton Lneydos xii. 43 Make thy selfe ferme wyth hope. 
1552 App. Hamitton Catech. (1884) 4 Thairto gyf ferme 
credens, 1598 SHAKS. Merry W. 1v. v. 28 Her Mother, 
(euen strong against that match And firme for Doctor 
Caius). 1637 Decree Star Chamb. § 24 in Milton Aveos. 
(Arb.) 20 The Court doth hereby declare their firme re- 
solution. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 245 The people 
of Liedge are very firm Roman Catholicks. 175: T. SHarp 
in Lett, Lit. Men (Camden) 375 A firm and lasting friend- 
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ship. 1838 Lytron Adice 1. ix, Lady Vargrave, though 
touched, was firm. 1848 Macautay //zst. Eng. I, 225 Those 
classes which had been the firm allies of the monarchy. 1852 
H. Rocers Eel, Faith (1853) 181 [They] were firm believers 
in the theory of insight. 1873 Hetps Aim. § Mast. (1875) 4 
It is my firm belief that [etc.]. 

b. Steadfast in attachment fo (a person, cause, 


or the like). 

1705 Watsu Hor. Odes mt. ili. 2 The man that’s resolute 
and just, Firm to his principles and trust. a@ 1715 BuRNET 
Own Time 1. 393 While the Parliament was so firm to the 
King. 1726-46 THomson Winter 482 Phocion the Good .. 
To virtue still inexorably firm. i 

ce. Indicating steadfastness or resolution. 

180z Mar. Epcewortu JZoral T, (1816) I. 211 ‘I am the 
count’, replied he, in a firm tone. 1844 Mem. Babylonian 
P’ cess 11. 253 The firm voice of the captain giving his orders. 
1878 B. Taytor Dewkalion u. iv. 81 Pity shines From those 
firm eyes. ei es , 

7. Comm. a. Of prices: Maintaining their level ; 
with no downward tendency. Of commodities: 
Not depressed in market value. Also ¢ransf. ap- 
plied to the market, a season of trade, etc. b. 
A firm offer: one which the person making it is 
resolved not to increase. 

1883 Daily News 7 Nov. 4/7 American prices were. firm. 
1887 /did. 7 June 2/6 English wheats in the country markets 
are een €,| irregular, though most generally firm. 1887 
Times 25 Aug. 9/1 The Money Market has been a little 
less firm to-day. 1891 Dazly News 23 Nov. 2/7 Thereis no 
probability of the market becoming weaker. Indeed, acon- 
tinued firm winter and a good spring is looked forward to, 

+8. Firm land, firm-land: dry land, solid 
earth; the mainland (as opposed to an island), a 
‘continent’. Ods. as a recognized phrase. [=med. 


L. terra firma, F. terre ferme.] 

1553 Even Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb,) 8 They see the con- 
tinente or fyrme lande, extended euen to the North Pole. 
1894 BLunpEvit Exerc. v. (ed. 7) 574 The South firme 
Land is called of some Magellanica. 1612 BrerEwoop 
Lang. & Relig. x. 93 Thus it is..in the firm land of Asia: 
but in the islands about Asia [etc.], 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 
589 A frozen continent..which on firm land Thaws not. 
1682 WHELER Yourn. Greece 1. 22 It is joyned..to the Firm- 
land by a Woodden one [bridge]. 1872 Browninc /ifine 
Ixxxii. 5 No more to do But tread the firmland, tempt the 
uncertain sea no more. 

+9. ellipt. quasi-sb. =prec. Obs. 

1s98 Haxtuyt Voy. I. 438 No such Islands may bee found 
in the Scithian sea toward the firme of Asia, 1612 Drayton 
Poly-olb. ii. 407 Betwixt the fore-land and the firme, Shee 
[Wight] hath that narrow Sea, which we the Solent tearme. 
1615 G. Sanpys 7 av. 1. 19 Ashore on the firme of Asia. 

B. adv. and quasi-adv. 

1377 Lana. P. Pl. B, xix. 116 That she furste and formest 
ferme shulde bilieue. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. xu. 127 He 
..firm believes. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 137 The shorter 
allthe Bearings of Timbers are, the firmer they Bear. 1768- 
74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 304 Charity. .is built firmest 
upon faith and prudence. 1801 Soutury Thalaba x1. iv, 
Her rosy feet press firmer, as she leaps Upon the wing. 


b. Chiefly in phr. ¢o stand firm (lit. and fig.), 
and ¢o hold firm (to). 


@ 1340 Hamrote Psalter xviii. 10 Pat pai be halden ferme, 
1570 Bituincstey Exclid 1. Def. iv. 2 A right lyne is that 
which standeth firme betwene his extremes. 1611 Bistr 
Fosh. iv. 3 The place where the Priests feet stood firme. 
r61r Suaks. Cyzzd. 1. i. 67 Heel’d make the Heauens hold 
firme The walls of thy deere Honour. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 900 Wee that hold firme to the Works of God. 1724 De 
For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 277 He, an old tried soldier, 
stood firm. 1856 Emerson Zxg. Traits, Manners Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 45, I find the Englishman to be him of all men 
who stands firmest in his shoes. 1857 SpurGEON Sev. 
New Park St. Il. 132 Those who hold truth pretty firm 
and will not let it go. 

C. Como. 

1, Of the adj.: a. with sb., as + /ivm-wood (used 
as adj.). Also firm-land (see A. 8). : 

1745 tr. Columella’s Hush, 11. xvii, Authors who denied 
that the upper firm-wood branch is fit for bearing fruit. 

b. In parasynthetic adjs., as firm-based, -footed, 
Sramed, -nerved, -paced, + -proposed, -sinewed, 
-textured; also firm-hoofed, having hoofs not 
cloven. 

1820 Keats Hyferion u. 138 My *firm-based footstool. 
1877 Biack Green Past. iii. (1878) 20 He was a bony *firm- 
framed young man. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. vt. 
vi. 297 Solipes, or *firme hoofed creatures, as Horses, Asses, 
Mules, &c. 1870 Bryant //iad v. 286 Thy firm-hoofed [Gr. 
povuxas] coursers, 182x JOANNA BaiLuiE JZet. Leg., Wallace 
xxxvil, The *firm-nerved youth’s exerted force. 1799 Camp- 
BELL Pleas, Hofe 1, *Firm-paced and slow, a horrid front 
they form. 1599 SHaxs. Hen. V, v. ii. 462 The King hath 
graunted euery Article. .According to their *firm proposed 
natures, 1884 Brack Fud. Shaks. viii, His *firm-sinewed 
figure. 1854 HawtHorne Z£ung. Note-bks. (1883) I. 553, 1.. 
found her sensible. .and *firm-textured, rather than soft and 
sentimental. 4 

2. Of the ady. with pa. pples., forming adjs., as 
jirm-braced, -compacted, -planted, -rooted (hence 
Jirm-rootedness), -set, -written. 

1847 Emerson Poems (1857) 47 *Firm-braced I sought my 
ancient woods, 1779 Porrer “schylus I. 142 (Supplicants) 
Their *firm-compacted ships. 1870 Bryant //iad I. xu. 382 
Oaks. .*Firm-planted. 1808 Mrs. E. H, Inirr Poems (1818) 
97 *Firm-rooted in the yellow sands. 1860 Pusey J7/in. 
Proph. 587 The allusion..is to its *firm-rootedness. 1605 
Suaxs. Macé, 11. i. 56 Thou sure and *firme-set Earth Heare 
not my steps. 1863 I. WittiAms Bafptzstery u. xxiii. (1874) 
85 O firm-set, ever-during scene! 1649 G. Daniet Trinarch., 
Bobs V cexv, *Firme-written destinie Reverts the Breath of 

ings. 











FIRM. 


Firm (fom), v. Now rare exc. in technical use. 
Forms: 4 ferme, 5-7 firme,6fyrme. [Partly ad. 
(either through F. fermer or directly) L. firmare, 
f. firmus FIRM a. ; partly a new formation on the 
adj.] 

1. trans. To make firm or fast; to set or fix 
firmly or securely ; also, to hold (a thing) fast. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. v. 14 (Camb. MS.) Fastne and 
ferme thise erthes stable with thilke bonde by whiche thow 

ouerneste the heuene. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 1369 And 
pat [tower] he fiches & firmes sa fast to be wall. 1609 
Brs_e (Douay) Gen. vii. 16 Annot., The dore..was to be 
firmed without..for better induring the forcible waters. 
1615 CHAPMAN Odyss. xu. 246 He..to a stone Turn’d all 
her sylvan substance; all below Firm’d her with roots, and 
left her. 1669 Boyie Contn. New Exp. u. (1682) 46 The 
Reciever seemed to admit the external air..therefore I 
firmed the cover with Turpentine. 1670 WALTON Lives 1. 
77 The stones..were again by the masons art so levelled 
and firm’d, as they had been formerly. 1808 J. Bartow 
Columb. vu. 735 They firm the base Of Freedom’s tem- 
ple, while her arms they grace. 1855 SincLETON Virgil 
II. 70 With its griping fang The anchor firmed the ships. 
1885 Birm. Weekly Post 7 Feb. 1/7 Keep spring flowers 
well firmed in the ground. 1890 Hosir West China 166 
Men. .removing with their toes the weeds from the roots 
of the young shoots, and firming the latter in the ground. 

+b. To fasten or fix (the eye) upon (some- 


thing). Ods. 

1590 SPENSER /’, Q. 11. vil. 1 As pilot.. Upon his card and 

compas firmes his eye. 
+e. To steady, support. Ods. rare. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xvi. 258 The stafle of 
his [Christ’s] direction, whereon if he firmeth himselfe, he 
may be able to overcom the billows of resistance. 

2. To make firm in consistence; to compact, 
solidify. ; 

1880 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 85 The force of the water.. 
did firm and harden it, and made it grow soto Land. 1605 
B. Jonson Volfone u. i, The powder. .clear’d her wrinkles, 
firm’d her gums, fill’d her skin, colour'd her hair. 1610 W. 
ForxincHam Art of Survey 1.x. 24 Boggie and spungie 
grounds are .. setled, fastened and firmed by frequent 
ouer-flowing them with Fords. 1757 Dyer /leece ul. 137 
Ever and anon, to firm the work, Against the web is driv’n 
the noisy frame. 1842 $rul. RK. Agric. Soc. III. 1. 125 
By every means firm the land after wheat-sowing. 1882 
Garden 18 Mar. 185/3 Plant carefully, well firming the soil 
about their roots with the hand, 1890 Hoste West China 
19 Drums for firming the paper as it comes from the pulp. 
troughs. 

+ 3. ¢rans. To strengthen, make robust. Ods. 

1392 GREENE Palmer's Verses viii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 303/2 
When in the Virgin’s lap earth’s comfort sleeps.. Both corn 
and plants are firmed. 

+ 4. To establish, settle, confirm (a person, etc.) ; 
to strengthen (in resolution), encourage. Odés. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 9889 God 3yue vs grace.. 
Yn pe beleue to ferme vs ry3t. 1639 G. Daniet Zeclus, 
xxii. 52 The heart Which firmed is by what the Wise 
impart, Fear cannot daunt. 1650 W. Broucu Sac. Princ. 
(1659) 545 Solid knowledge will..Firm the Mind in Truth. 
1682 N. O. Botleau’s Lutrin ut. 171 Thy Valour firm'd the 
wavering Troops that day. 

+ 5. To make (an agreement, etc.) firm; to es- 
tablish firmly, settle, strengthen. Ods. 

c 1428 WYNTOUN Crox. vit. i. 40 Twa Erlys..Come chargyd 
in Scotland..'To tret, and ferme a Marriage. 1577-87 Ho.in- 
SHED Chron. I1I. 1184/1 It was further concluded also, that 
a peace should be firmed..betwixt the realmes of England 
and Scotland. 1594 Lopcre Wounds Civil War i. i. in 
Hazl. Dodsley V1. 135 And we will firm our honours by 
our bloods. 1659 H. L’Estrance Adiiance Div. Off. 486 
These testimonies firm the comparison betwixt such persons 
and Adam. 1673 DrypEN Amboyna u. i, Hold back your 
Hand, from firming of your Faith. 1729 Savacre Wanderer 
1. 294 He won the Belgic Land..And firms the Conquest 
with his fenceful Mound. 1808 J. Bartow Columb. 1. 294 
Ten wide provinces..Bless the same king, and daily firm 
the sway. : i 

+b. To make (a possession, title, etc.) sure; 
to assure, secure; also, to attach (a person) se- 
curely. Const. to, zto. Obs, 

1530 R. Wuytrorp Werke for Househ, E, The blessynge 
of the parentes dothe fyrme and make stable the possessyons 
and the kynred of the chylder. 1624 'T. Scort Bele. Souldier 
18 That [he] be especially carefull to firme and contract 
unto himselfe..the King of Poland. 1664 J. Wirson A. 
Commnenius v. iii, Since your joint unanimous concent Has 
firm’d that title. 1669 J. OwENin T. Gale Yansenisme Pref., 
That ground shall be firmed to them speedily by new Briefs. 

+e. gen. To ratify formally; to confirm. Ods. 

1599 Nasue Lenten Stuffers When hee Rens I) firmed 
and rubrickt Kentishmen’s gauill-kind of the sonne to in- 
herite at fifteene. 1659 H. L’Estrance Alliance Div. Of. 
435 Solemn leagues .. solemnly firmed by oaths. 1685 
Dryven Albion §& Albanius 1. 8 Jove has firm’d it with an 
Awfull Nod. 1703 Pore 7edba7s 591 Be present still, oh 
Goddess! ..Proceed, and firm those omens thou hast made. 

+ 6. To make (a document) valid by authoritative 
seal, indorsement, signature, stamp, or the like; 
to subscribe, sign. Also, ¢o firm with the hand. 

1510 W7ll of ¥. Deram (Somerset Ho.), Fyrmed .. wt m 
hand. 1574 Hettowes Guenara’s Fam. Ep. 62 To firme it 
with the oot, is meere follie. dd. 64 If.. Catiline and 
other his fellowes had not firmed the letter of their coniura- 
tion. /ézd. 231, I caused your bill to be firmed by the Queene, 
1588 Ord. Sp. Fleet in Hari, Misc. (1744) I. 111 These my 
instructions are.. firmed by my hand. 1613 Haywarp Norm. 
Kings, Will, J, 98 Charters and deeds ..were firmed by the 
parties speciall seale. ag Termes de la Ley 156 b, Writings 
-.were wont to be firmed in England with Crosses of gold. 
1690 DrypEN Don Sebastian y. 120 Your Father’s hand, 
Firm’d with his Signet. oF 


FIRMABLE. 


+b. To affix, ‘sign’ (one’s name) to a docu- 
ment or writing. Ods. 

1329 W7ll of A. Chew (Somerset Ho.), In witness whereof 
we..haue fyrmed our names, 1582 N. Licuertecp tr. Cas- 
tanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. 153 He. . firmed therevnto his name. 

absol. 1529 Will of A. Chew (Somerset Ho.), Because here 
is noo space to fyrme on this side we haue fyrmed on the 
other side. 1620 SHELTON Quix. IV. ii. 10 Another shall 
firm for me. 

7. intr. To become firm, 

1882 in Ocitvir. 1883 [see AA/. ad7. below]. 1887 S. 
Chesh. Gloss., Firm, to grow firm, A cheese-making term. 

Hence Firmed /f/. a. (spec. in Falconry: see 
quot. 1706). Firming //. a. a. trans. That 
confirms or ratifies. b. 27. That is becoming 
firm: see FIRM a. 7. 

1574 Hettowes Gueuara’s Fam. Ep. 36 It [a letter] had 
not come firmed or with superscription. 1625 Bp. Mountacu 
App. Cesar. Ep. Ded., I did it with a firmed purpose to 
leave all private opinions. 1649 G. DanieL 77?narch., 
flen. IV, ccclxv, Belgia, only (in a firmed state Wrought 
out by others) has been fortunate. 1706 Purttips(ed. Kersey), 
Firmed or full Firmed (in Falconry), well fledged or well 
cover’d with Feathers, 1816 L, Hunt Riminz iv. 96 A noble 
word ! exclaimed the Prince, and smote Preparingly on earth 
his firming foot. 1839 Bamtey estus (1854) 332 A vital wind 
invisible, Yet firmed and bounded in a beauteous form. 1883 
Scotsman g May 10/: Sold at firming prices. 


+ Firmable, 2. Ods. [f. Firm v. + -aBin.] 
? Worthy to be ratified. 


1584 R. W. Three Ladies of London in Hazl. Dodsley V1. 
282 You will make an ill matter seem good and firmable. 


Firmament (fo1umamént). Forms: 4-6 fer-, 
fyrmament(e, 3- firmament. fad. L. firma- 
ment-ume, f. firma-re to strengthen, f. firmus firm. 
Cf. OF . firmament. 


Inclass. Lat. the word means ‘something which strengthens 
or supports’ (cf, 3). In the Vulgate it was adopted, in imita- 
tion of the orepewua of the LXX (properly ‘firm or solid 
structure’, f. arepedey to make firm or solid, f. orepeds firm, 
solid), as the rendering of Heb, »7 vagzds, applied to the 
vault of the sky. The Heb. word prob. means ‘expanse’, 
from the root »)1 xagas which in the Bible has the senses 
‘to tread’, ‘to beat out (metals)’, ‘to spread out’; but in 
Syriac the vb. means ‘to condense, make firm or solid’, 
whence the Gr, and Lat. renderings of the sb.] 

1, The arch or vault of heaven overhead, in which 
the clouds and the stars appear ; the sky or heavens, 
In mod. use only poet, or rhetorical. 

[c 1050 Byrhtferth's Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 309 
On pam odrum deze he zeworhte firmamentum bet ys beos 
heofon.] c1250 Gen. & Ex.95 Do god bad ben ée firma- 
ment. c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 226/248 Pat huy ne yseizen 
no-ping bote be se ant be firmament. c¢1386 CHAUCER 
Merch. T.975 Bright was the day, and bliew the firmament. 
1555 Even Decades 35 That lyttle sleepe that they had was 
..abrode vnder the firmamente. 1667 Mitton P. L. tv. 604 
Now glow’d the Firmament With living Saphirs. 1693 
Luttrett Brief Rel. (1857) III. 192 This morning a rain- 
bow seen inthe firmament. 1846 tr. Schlegel’s Phil. Hist, 80 
The northern firmament possesses by far the largest and most 
brilliant constellations. 1877 Bryant Poems, Receive thy 
S7eht ii, The pleasant rays That lit the glorious firmament, 

bb. Heaven, as the place where God dwells. Ods. 
exc. in Biblical and liturgical phrases. 

13.. #. #. Aliit, P. B. 22t Thikke powsandez.. Fellen 
fro the fyrmament, fendez ful blake. 1388 WycuiF Ps. cl. r 
Herie 3e pe lord in hise seyntis! herie 3e him in pe firma- 
ment of his vertu! 1535 CoveRDALE Song 3 Childr. 33 
Blessed be thou in y® firmament of heauen. 1611 Bis_e/s, 
cl. x Praise him in tl firmament of his power. 

ec. transf. and fig. 

1826 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 104 Pite, whiche may 
wele be called the firmament of perfeccyon, for it is the 
stablysshment of all holy conuersacyon, whereby man.. 
discerneth waters from waters. 1643 Mitton Divorce u. 
xxli. (1851) 127 That it may be suffer’d to stand in the place 
where God set it amidst the firmament of his holy Laws. 
1667 — P, L. u. 175 What if..this Firmament Of Hell 
should spout her Cataracts of Fire? 187: E. F. Burr Ad 
Fidem vi. 97 A whole firmament of twinkling philosophers 
and philosophies. See 

+2. In old Astronomy: The sphere containing 
the fixed stars; the eighth heaven of the Ptolemaic 


system. 

¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xi. 43 Pe xii. signez of pe firma- 
ment. 1450-1530 AZyrr. our Ladye 93 A nother heuen ys 
called the fyrmamente, where are the sterres. 1551 RECORDE 
Cast. Knowdl. (1556) 7 Aboue these seuen planetes, is there 
an other heauen or skie, whiche commonly is named the 
Firmament, and hath in it an infinite numbre of starres. 
1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. 1. iv. 79 The distance of the 
Firmament, wherein are placed the fixt Starres is not 
measurable by mans industrie. 1665 BoyLe Occas, Refi. 
(1845)15 Those Stars that shine in the Firmament or highest 
visible Heaven, 

+b. Hence, applied sometimes to the other celes- 
tialspheres. 2%rst firmament: the Primum mobile. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Man of Law's T. 197 O firste moving 
cruel firmament, With thy diurnal swegh that croudest ay, 
1393 Gower Conf. III. 2 He can .. yiven every Jugement, 
Which longeth to the firmament .. Both of the sterre and of 
the mone, 1551 Recorpe Cast, Knowdl, (1556) xx ‘This 
motion is. .called of auncient writers the motion of the First 
firmament. : 

e. transf.in Alchemy. (Cf. HEAVEN.) 

1610 B. Jonson Alchemist 11. iii, Your sunne, your moone, 
your firmament, your adrop. P ; 

+ 3. In the literal etymological sense : Anything 
which strengthens or supports; a substratum, a 
firm support or foundation. /¢. and jig. 

1554 Knox Godly Let. B viij, Here is the firmamente of 
Vou. IV. 
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my fyrst cause. @1555 Puitvor Lxram, § Writ. (Parker 
Soc.) 382 Paul calleth the church the firmament and pillar 
of truth. 1578 Banister “7st. Maz 1.17 [That] this same 
bone..might be vnto Larinx as a firmament, and foundation. 
1615 CrooxE Body of Man 388 It was not safe that his 
thinne coat should runne along without some Firmament. 
a 1626 Bacon [xterpr. Nature i. Wks.1857 ILI. 218, I thought 
it good .. to make a strong .. bank .. to guide the course of 
the waters; by setting down this position or firmament, 
namely, That all knowledge is to be limited by religion, 
1649 Jer. TayLor Gt. Lxemp. II. ix. 121 This duty to 
parents is the very firmament and bond of commonwealths. 
17or S, SEwALL Diary 30 June (1879) II. 38 The absence of 
him who was the Firmament and Ornament of the Province. 

b. The process of strengthening or making firm. 

1650 Butwer Anthropomet. 144 ‘The tongue hath a liga- 
se or bridle for two causes: First for the firmament of its 

asis. 

+4. (See quot.) 

1690 EvELYN Mund, Mudliebris 7 Pins tipt with Diamond 
Point, and head, By which the Curls are fastened, In radiant 
Firmament set out. — 4op-Dict.18 Firmament, Diamonds, 
or other precious Stones heading the Pins which they stick 
in the Tour, and Hair, like Stars. 

5. Comb. 

1593 NasHEe Christ's Tears Wks. (Grosart) IV. 70 Theyr 
Firmament-propping foundation, shal be adequated with 
the Valley of Iehosaphat, 

Hence Fitrmamentwa:rds adv., towards the 
firmament ; heavenwards. 

1886 Burton Arad, Nits. 1. 188 Then she flew firmament- 
wards to circle it. 

Firmamental (famame‘ntal), a. [f. prec. + 
-AL. | 

1. Of or pertaining to the firmament. 

1600 Dr, Dodyfoll i. i. in Bullen O. PZ. III, 100 Looke on 
the heavens colour’d with golden starres, The firmamentall 
ground of it all blew. 162x Burton Azat. Mel. 11. iv. 1. v, 
If there be infinite planetary and firmamental worlds. 1657 
Coxaine Odstinate Lady 1, i, He was an intricate prog- 
nosticator of firmamental eclipses. 1869 TyNDALL in Fortn. 
Rev. 1 Feb. 240 To obtain the most. perfect polarisation of 
the firmamental light. 1874 T, Harpy Madding Crowd I1, 
vii. 8r In the vast firmamental hollows overhead. 

+b. Alchemy. Lirmamental water: liquid as 
pure as the firmament ; app. rectified Agua Vetw. 

1859 Morwync Zvonym. 97 These..make disceitful image 
and likeliness of Sout: the firmamentall water dothe it in 
dede. [1666 DrypEn Anz. Mirab, 281 An hollow crystal 
pyramid he takes, In firmamental waters dipt above.] 

2. Of the nature of a supporting framework or 


permanent substratum: cf. FIRMAMENT 3. 

1696 BrookHousE Temple Open. 40 The Flesh is the Incre- 
mental or Changeable Part, and the Spirit the Firmamental 
or Immoveable Part. 1825 Coteripce Zt. Rew. (1836) II. 
357 ote, The firmamental law that sustains and disposes 
the apparent world. 

+ Firmame‘ntary, 7. Obs. rare. [f. as prec. 
+-ARY.] =prec. 

1633 I. Avams Zr. 2 Peter ii. 7 Some by that firmament- 
ary division of the waters, have dreamt of a watery heaven 
above the stars. 1690 Boye Chr. Virtuoso 1.69 And much 
more must they do so .. who believe .. there were .. Firma- 
mentary comets, 

Firman (foman, || ferman), Forms: a. (7 
firma, 8 firhman), 8-9 fermaun, firmaun, 7- 
firman, 8. 7 phirman, 7-9 phirmaund. [a. 
Pers. vyle 28 Jerman, OPers. *framana (so in Pehlvi) 


= Skr. prama@na command.] An edict or order 
issued by an Oriental sovereign, esp. the Sultan of 
Turkey; a grant, licence, passport, permit. 

1616 Sir T. Rok in Purchas Pilerims (1624) 1. 1V. xvi. 541 
Then I moued him for his fauour for an English Factory to be 
resident in the Towne, which hee willingly granted, and gaue 
present order to the Buxy to draw a Firma .. for their resi- 
‘dence, 1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 50 But upon sight of his 
Phirman (or Letter of command) hee agreed willingly. 1704 
Collect. Voy. (Church.) III. 571/2 Your Majesty’s Firman, 
or Letters Patent. 1710 Pitt Lez. in Hain. Rev. (1893) 151, 
Ihad..a phirmaund under his great seal, 1816 Gentl. Mag. 
LXXXVI. 1. 325 A translation of the fermaun itself has 
since been forwarded by Dr. Hunt. 1863 KiINGLAKE Crimea 
(1877) I. xvii. 369 Having caused the Porte to issue firmans. 

transf. 1838 Hoop Poetry, Prose, & Worse iv, He bows 
to the metrical firman, As dulcet as song of the South. 1840 
Barnam Jngol. Leg., St. Odille iii, A German .. Paid his 
court to her father, conceiving his firman Would soon make 
her bend. 

+Firmance. Sc. Ols. Also 6 fermans, fir- 
mans, 7 fermance. fad. OF. fermance (1) an 
enclosure, (2) a guarantee, f. fermer to shut, con- 
firm, secure :—L. firmire : see Firm v.] 

1. The state or condition of being confined; con- 
finement, imprisonment; chiefly in phrase: (¢o 
heep, put) in firmance. Also concr. An enclosure. 

1513 Doucias neis xu. Prol. 176 Within fermans and 
parkis cloys of palys. c¢1865 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. 
Scot. (1728) 63 Himself to be put in sicker Firmance. 1613 
Bp. Forses Oz Revel, xx. 221 The surenesse is cleered in 
the person apprehender, and manner of fermance. 1679 in 
G, Hickes SAzvit of Pofpery 64 We..do Command .. all 
Sheriffs .. to Search for..the Persons afternamed ..and put 
them in sure Ward and Firmance. 172t Woprow /7?s¢. 
Ch. Scot. (1829) 11. 1. xiii. 485 Three men in firmance for 
robbery. 41752 J. Lourutan orn: of Process (ed. 2) 137 The 
Rebels .. put them in sure Ward, Firmance and Captivity, 

2. Assurance, confidence; also, a source of con- 
fidence. Zo make firmance to: to give a pledge 
of faithfulness to. 


1536 BELLENDEN Cvoz. Scot. Proheme Cosmogr. vi, So 
lang I swomit in hir seis deip That sad auising with hir 














FIRMLY. 


thochtfull lance Couth find na port to ankir hir firmance. 
Lbid. 11.1, 10 b, For the fame of ane nobyll prince is ane grete 
firmance to his realme. Zé7d. 11. xvi. 21 b, Als sone as Gillus 
was maid kyng .. to stabil the realme to him with sickir 
firmance, he tuk pe aithis of his pepil. 

b. Firmly established condition, stability. 

1533 BettenpEN Lzvy (1822) 107 The Romanis. .ar brocht 
to sic firmance, that they may .. sustene the plesand frute 
of libertie. 

Firmary, var. of Frermery, Oés., infirmary. 

+Firma‘tion. Ods. [ad. L. */rmation-em, n. 
of action f. jirmare to make firm, f. firmus FIrM.] 

1. The action of making firm or fixing steadily. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. iv. i. 179 If we define 
sitting to be a firmation of the body upon the Ischias, 

2. Ratification, confirmation. 

1684 T. Hockin God's Decrees 153 The incarnation, passion, 
and resurrection of our blessed Saviour .. being the firma- 
tion and seal of all. 

Firme, a. Her. (See quot. 1889.) 

1688 R. HoLME Armoury 1. v. § 31 A Cross Patee Entyre 
(or Fixed or Firme). 1889 Ervin Dict. Her. 61 Firme, 
a term used for a cross pattée, when it extends to each 
side of the shield: the same as a cross pattée throughout, 
or entire. 

Firme, var. of Forme Ods., first. 

Firment, obs. form of FERMENT. 

Firmer (foumez). [ad. F. fermozr chisel for 
making mortices, altered form (as if f. fermer in 
obs. sense to fasten, secure) of formozr, which was 
earlier anglicized as FormErR.] Used only in comb., 
firmer-chisel, -gouge, -tool (see quots.). 

(1688, 1727-51, 1764: see Former.] 1823 P. NicHorson 
Pract, Builder 239 The firmer chisel is a thin broad chisel, 
with the sides parallel to a certain length, and then taper- 
ing, so as to become much narrower towards the shoulder, 
It is used by being driven by the blows of a mallet on the 
handle. 1876 Gwitt Eucycl. Archit. Gloss. 1243 Firmer 
Tool, a chisel used by joiners with a mallet, by which the 
sides of mortises are formed. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. 
Engin., Firmer Tools, the ordinary short chisels and gouges 
of wood workers, so termed in order to distinguish them 
from paring tools. 

Firmest, obs. form of Forrmost. 

+ Firmify, v. Ods. rare. [f. Firm a.+-(1)FY.] 
trans. Tomake firm. zztr. To become firm, 

1578 BANISTER //zst. Max 1.5 You shall not dread, to finde 
the examples of Syssarcosis very playne, in the fleshy firmi- 
fieng of the teeth in their Celles. dz. 17 Os Hyoides .. is 
so firmified in the middest, as to neither part it easely 
slippeth, 

+ Firming chisel =/7mer-chzsel. 

1799 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts XV11.337 Work off the 
remaining wood with a large firming chissel. 

+ Firmitude. Obs. [ad. L. frmitido, f. firm-us 
Firm a.] The quality or state of being firm, in 
the various senses of the adj. ; firmness, solidity, 
stability, strength ; stability of purpose, resolution. 

1541 R. Copranp Galyen’s Terapeutyke 2¥j, They do vse 
these names, Dyspathies, Metasyncrises, Imbecyllitees, 
fyrmytudes [Lat. /2xmmztudines], and sondry other such 
names. 1579 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. 1. cxiv. 308 a, 
Vnilesse the minde..had put on the same firmitude and con- 
stancie agaynst it [the payne]. 1603 HoLtanp Plutarch’s 
Mor. 1340 ‘The stability and stedy firmitude of those broad 
flat faces which it [the cube] hath. 1668 H. More Div. 
Dial, i. § 4 (1713) 10 So great a firmitude is there in Life 
against all the subtle attaques of shifting Reason. 170r W. 
Nicuors Consol. to Parents 112 What great Firmitude of 
Mind they have to oppose against such a cutting misfortune. 

+Firmity!. Ods. Also 5-6 fermete, -itie, 
6-7 firmitie, -yte. [a. OF. fermeté, f. ferme. 
Firm a.; refashioned after Fir and -rry.] 

1. Firmness, solidity, stability. Also, moral 


firmness, firm allegiance, constancy. 

ax4s0 Kut. dele Tour (1868) 83 [It] were to long to compte 
the tenthe party of her fermete, for they ouercome the 
deuelle and hys temptaciones. 1480 Bury Walls (1850) 59 
For the more fermete and stedfastenes therof, and that yt 
perpetually shulde indure. 1563 W. Fu_ke JZeteors (1640) 
25b, There was no firmity or strength in it [the ayre] to 
beare them [birds] up. 1589 Purrennam Lug. Poesie m1. 
(Arb.) 113 The square .. for his owne stay and firmitie re- 
quireth none other base then himselfe. 1638 CHILLINGWoRTH 
Rel. Prot. 1. vi. § 7. 329 The strength and firmity of my 
assent. @1686 UssHER Amz. VI. (1658) 337 Pyrrhus, doubt- 
ing the firmity of the Macedons unto him, yielded thereto. 
¢1729 Ear or ArLespury JZe2. (1890) 51 His firmity and 
presence of mind. 

2. A means of strengthening; an assurance. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VIII, IV. 94 If mariage myght be 
goten on this side and that side, it woll be..good for bothe 
the realmes, and a firmyte of kindnes. 

+ Firmity 2. Ods.—! Aphetic f. Inrrrwmry. 

1426 AuDELAY Poems 31 To socour ham, in here fyrmeté. 


+ Firmless (foumlés), a. Ods. [f. Firm a. + 


-LuSS.] Unsteady, shifting. 

1898 Sytvester Dz Bartas u. u. iv. Columnes 667 In 
Egypt it [Astronomy] erects A famous School, yet firm-lesse 
in affects. 1608 /d2¢. 11, m1. iii. Lawe 926 We float On firm- 
lesse sands of this vaste Desart. «1744 Porr (Webster), 
Does passion still the firmless mind control? 

Firmly (fo-umli), adv. [fas prec. +-Ly?.] In 
a firm manner. 

1. With little possibility of movement; so as not 
easily to be shaken or dislodged ; fixedly, securely, 


strongly; steadily, immovably. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Troylus ut. 1439 (1488), I wist.. That your 
humble seruant .. Were in your harte yset so fermely As ye 
in mine, @1533 Lp. Berners Hox ly. 187 Euery man 
32 


FIRMNESS. 


praysed gretely Huon that he helde hym selfe so fermely. 
1591 SPENSER M/uzopotmos 58 His breast-plate .. Before 
his noble hart he firmely bound. ¢1630 Jackson Creed 
1v. xi, Charity .. firmlier rooted ..in their hearts. 1704 
Newton Ofticks (1721) mt. 1. 365 How such very hard 
Particles .. can stick together .. so firmly. 1776 GipBon 
Dect. & F.1. 334 The dangerous frontier of Rhztia he so 
firmly secured, that [etc.]. 1860 TynpaLt Glac. 1. xviii. 127 
To fix at each step my staff firmly in the consolidated snow. 
1880 Geikiz Phys. Geog. ii. 7 The atmospheric envelope 
clasps the planet firmly. 

2. Without wavering, hesitation, or doubt; con- 


stantly, resolutely, steadfastly. 

¢1425 Wyntoun Cron. vit. xv. 29 pe lele Scottis men .. 
To-gyddyr stood sa fermly. 1552 Ascuam in Le?z, Lit. 
Men’ (Camden) 12, I am thus firmelie persuaded. 1647 
Criarenpon “Vist. Reb. 1. (1843) 14/2 He was. .firmly resolved 
never to trust him. 1751 Jounson Ramdbler No. 177.? 9 
A copy..which he firmly believed to be of the first edition. 
1781 Gispon Decl, §& #. ILI. 119 The Goth, on whose 
fidelity he firmly relied. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
I. 110 The nation was firmly attached to hereditary monarchy. 
1871 Mortey Voltaire (1886) 11 It was time to trust firmly 
to the free understanding of men for guidance. 1887 Dazly 
News 7 June 2/6 Foreign wheats firmly held. 

3. Comb., as firmly-braided, -closed, -rooted. 

1877 Brack Green Past. xxi, The sunlight touched the 
*firmly-braided masses of hair, 1888 F. Hume Mad, Midas 
1. iii, With *firmly-closed lips. 1768-74 Tucker Lt, Nat, 
(1852) II. 249 The *firmly-rooted Christian may say. 


Firmness (fo'umnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The state or quality of being firm. 

1. Solidity, cohesion, resistance to pressure. 

1683 Hotcrort Procopins 1. 53 Which encreasing by de- 
grees, crumbled and brake the firmeness of the stones. 1661 
Boy.e Spring of Air ut, xxxi. (1682) 82 In the short history 
we have published of Fluidity and Firmness. 1799 Kirwan 
Geol. Ess. 108 Firmness is that coherence which resists per- 
cussion, and its opposite is brittleness, or fragility. 185 
CarpENTER Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 155 The requisite firmness 
and solidity are given to the animal fabric. 

2. The quality of being to a large extent un- 
moved or immovable; fixedness, stability. 

1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. IV, ut. i. 48 Make the Continent 
(Wearie of solide firmenesse) melt it selfe Into the Sea. 
a1627 Haywarp Edw. VJ (1630) 13 Both the easinesse and 
firmnes [of the union] might be coniectured. 1703 Maun- 
DRELL Yourn. Ferus. 89 The whole work seems to be endued 
with such absolute firmness, as if it had been design’d for 
Eternity. 1802 Patey Nat. Theol. viii. § 3 (1819) 86 By 
firmness I mean not only strength but stability. — 4 

3. The state or quality of being firm in mind; 
resolution, steadiness, steadfastness. 

Hence, in PArenology, the ‘bump’ or ‘ organ’ supposed to 
indicate the possession of this quality. 

1561 tr. Calvin's Foure Serm.ii. D ij b, That constauncye 
and firmnes of minde. @1684 Eart Roscommon Wes, 
(2753) 42 Nor can th’ A’gyptian Patriarch blame my muse, 
Which for his firmness does his heat excuse. 1741 Mip- 
DLETON Cicero I, v1. 518 Czsar is said to have born the 
news of her death with an uncommon firmness. 1874 
Green Short Hist. iv. § 1. 162 Terrible .. as were the suf- 
ferings of the English army, Edward's firmness remained 
unbroken. 

+b. Steadfastness of attachment fo a person or 
cause; faithfulness, fidelity. Ods. 

a1627 Sir J. Beaumont Yo the Prince 14 Your noble 
firmenesse to your friend. 1653 Sir E. Nicuoras in J. 
Papers (Camden) II. rr His Majesty’s affection to religion 
and his firmness to his word. 1667 Mitton ?. ZL. 1x. 279 
But that thou shouldst my firmness therfore doubt To God 
or thee. .I expected not to hear, 

4. Comm. Steadiness in price, or of prices. 

1880 Globe 5 Mar. 5/4 The feature in Foreign Government 
Securities is the firmness of Peruvian Bonds. 1883 MZanch, 
Exam. 14 Dec, 4/1 There being little inclination to take 
short bills, owing to a belief that the present firmness will 
not last. 1x Daily News 16 Sept. 3/4 The outlays on 
behalf of this pair did not affect the firmness of Signorina 
and Nunthorpe, who maintained their Saturday rates. 

Firmor, Firmorie, var. of FrrMmR, -yY. 

a1618 Rateicu in Gutch Coll. Cur, I. 83 A mere tenant 
at will, or firmor of the profits. 

|| Firn (firn). [Ger. firz, firne, lit. ‘last year’s’ 
(snow), subst. use of firne adj. ‘of last year’: 
see FERN a.] A name given to snow above the 
glaciers which is partly consolidated by alternate 
thawing and freezing, but has not yet become 
glacier-ice. 

1853 KANEGrinnell Exp, viii.(1856) 61 The ‘ firn ’, or consoli- 
dated snow of the Alpine glaciers. 1855 J. D. Forses Tour 
Mt. Blanc 33 Magnificent is the prospect which these firns 
sometimes present. 1878 Huxiey Physiogr. 155 The im- 
perfectly consolidated substance, partly snow and partly ice, 
is known in Switzerland as Vévé or Firn. 

+ Firous, a. Obs. rare. In 6 fierous, fyrous. 
[f. Fire +-ous.] =Frery 4. 

1503 Hawes Examp. Virt, xii. 237 In to the sygne of the 
fierous lyon. Jdid. xiv. 296 He dyd vs lyght with his pure 
bemys Quenchynge of mars the fyrous lemys. 

Firre, obs. form of Fir, 

+ Firren, a. Ols. In 4 firrene, 6 Sc. firrin, 
firron. [f. Frr+-ny.] Made of fir. 

c1300 Havelok 2078 A fayr firrene wowe. 1513 Doucras 
“i nets ut. vi. 17 The firryne closouris opnys, but noyise or 
dyn, And Greikis, hid the hors coist within, Patent war 
maide. 1578 /uventories (1815) 255 Ane thik firrin plank, 

Firret(te, obs. form of FERRET. 

Firring: see Furrine. 

Firry (fori), a. [f Firn+-y1.] a. Abound- 
ing in firs. b. Of or pertaining to the fir. 


1833 Lams Elia, Blakesmoor, Thy firry wilderness, 1843 
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Tennyson Miller’s Dau. 6 Oft I heard the tender dove In 
firry woodlands making moan. 1842 Hoop £lm Tree mm. 
xvi, With many a fallen acorn-cup, And mast, a firry cone. 

Firs, obs. form of Fierce a. 

First, sd. Os. exc. dial. in comb. Forms: 
I first, fyrst, 3 firste, south. virste. [OE. /yrs¢ 
str. fem. =OHG. first (MHG., virst, Ger. first) :— 
*fersti-2; cf. the ablaut-var. Du., LG. vorst:— 
*fursti-z, of same meaning, which corresponds 
phonetically to Skr. prshzd fem. rib; in sense it 
is nearer to the (prob. cognate) Skr. prshtd back.] 

The inward roof or ceiling of a chamber; also, 
a ridge-pole ; = first-piece. 

c1o00 /ELFric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 126 Laguear, fyrst. 
c1275 Death 155 in O. E. Misc. (1872) 179 Pe rof and pe 
virste schal ligge on pine chynne. 1378 Durham Halim. 
Rolls (Surtees) 149 In manu Johannis fil. Gilberti x spars 
et j first, et in gardino pred. Thome sunt v ribs et firsts. 

b. Comb., jfirst-piece (Chesh. Gloss.), -pole, 
(Shropsh. Wordbk.), the ridge piece of roof- 
timbers. 

First (fast), a. (sd.) and adv. Forms: 1 fyrst, 
fyrest, first, 2-6 fyrst, 3 Orm. firrst, south. vorst, 
4 forst, 3-4 ferst, (3 feirst, ferest, -ist, sozth. 
verst), 3-5 firste, (3 fireste, -ist, south. virst), 
furst(e, 3-7 frist, (4 freste), 4-5 fryst, (6 fruist), 
3- first. [OE. fyrst, fyrest, OF ris. ferost, -est, -st, 
OS. *furist, used absol. as /fu%sto wk. masc., 
prince (MDu. vorste, mod.Du. vorst prince), OHG. 
Jurist foremost, first, highest, absol. /zzzs¢o prince 
(MHG. wirste, mod.G. first sb., prince), ON. 
Syrstr (Sw. forsta, Da. forste ; the sbs. Sw. furste, 
Da. fyrste, prince, are adapted from Ger.) :—Com. 
Teut. */urzsto-,a superlative formation on the stem 
*fur-, for- (see FoRE adv., For prep.). The cor- 
responding comparative occurs in OHG. furzro, 
ON. fyrre, earlier. From the same stem, with 
different superlative suffix, is formed OE. forma 
first, whence the double superlative form /yrmest : 
see FORMER, FOREMOST. 

The OTeut. /u»-, for-, represents OAryan Z7-, whence in 
most of the Aryan langs. words meaning ‘ first’ are derived, 
chiefly with superlative suffixes. Cf. Skr. Arathama, OSI. 
privii, Gr. mpatos, mewtratos, L, przmzzus.] 

A. adj. That is before all others; earliest in 
time or serial order, foremost in position, rank, or 
importance. Hence often serving the function of a 
numeral adjective, the ordinal of OnzE, in which 


use it may be written rst. 

In Eng., as in most other langs., the number ove has no 
regularly formed ordinal, and in OE. the want was supplied 
by the use of various superlative adjs. meaning ‘foremost’ 
or ‘earliest’, viz. fyrst, forma, Syrmest (also formest, 
Northumbrian _/ordmest) and érest. In middle English the 
other words became obsolete, or lost their ordinal sense, so 
that rst became the sole representative of the ordinal of 
one. This is now its most prominent use, and colours all the 
applications of the etymological sense; but the word can 
still be applied (like L. primus, F. premier, etc.) in contexts 
where a true ordinal would be inadmissible, as in ‘the first 
days of the year’, ‘one of the first men in the country’, etc. 

I. As simple adjective. 

1. In regard to time: Prior to all others in occur- 
rence, existence, etc.; happening, existing, or pre- 
senting itself before the others ; earliest. 

a 1000 Cedmon's Exod. 399 (Gr.) Fyrst ferhdbana. c 1220 
Bestiary 675 Dus fel adam. .vre firste fader, 1345 in Heath 
Grocers’ Conip. (1829) 45 The freste Wardynes that euer 
were, of owre fraternyte. c¢1440 Prom, Parv, 162/1 
Fyrste be-getynge, primogenitura. 1483 Cath. Angel. 
132/1 Pe Firste martyr, prothomartir. 1500-20 DunBar 
Poems \xxxi. 5 Sen oure first father formed was of clay. 
a1626 Bacon Max. §& Uses Com. Law (1636) 23 This 
maner of gaining lands was in the first dayes, and is not 
now of use in England. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. 1. iv. 
§ 7 Cadmus Milesius, supposed to be the first writer of His- 
tory. 1698 VaNBRuGH Prov. Wzfe 1. i, He is the first 
aggressor, notI. 1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. II. 16 Another 
planted the first vines in the neighbourhood of the Cape 
of Good Hope. 1868 Lockyer Elem. Astron. v. (1879) 193 
The first clock in England was made about 1288, = 

b. With the application defined by a relative 
clause, for which in mod.Eng. Zo with zzfinztzve is 


often substituted. 
c¢1200 Ormin 797 He wass pe firrste mann Pat brohhte 
word onn eorbe. a@x1300 Cursor M. 1469 (Cott.) Enoch .. 
was pe first bat letters fand. c¢1400 Destr. Troy 4330 The 
furst bat was founden of bes fals goddes. 1568 ‘Titney Disc. 
Mariage A vij, I will not be the first, that shall disobey. 
1798 CoLteriDGE Axc, Mar. u, We were the first that ever 
burst Into that silent sea, 1857 Buckie Civiliz. I. xii. 
658 [Voltaire] was the first who popularized in France the 
philosophy of Newton. JZod. You were the first person to 
explain the matter. He is always the first to find fault. 
This part of the system was one of the first to be developed, 
and one of the first to disappear. 
ce. Said of anything which occurs or presents 


itself next after a given point of time expressed 


or implied in the sentence. 

1607 Marston What you Will v, The first thing her 
bounty shall fetch is, my blush-colour satin suit from 
pawn. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) II. ii. 42 The first 
business was to get canoes. 1732 BerKELey Alciphr, i. 
§ 6 Make an experiment on the first man you meet, 1834 
L, Rircure Wand. by Seine (1835) 138 The first thing to be 
done was to secure lodgings, 1848 Macautay //ist. Eng. 
II. 138 One of his first acts, after he became King, was to 
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1871 M. Co.uns Mr. & 
to London by the first 


recall Ormond from Ireland. 
Merch. I. viii. 240, I shall get bac 
train. 

d. With emphatic force, where it is implied that 
the first event or occurrence is the only one to be 
regarded or waited for. 

1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles m1. 56 Pey ffolwith pe vois at 
pe ffrist note. 1506 Pylerym. Sir R. Guylforde (Camden) 
16 To euery pylgryme at the firste fote that he setteth on 
londe there is graunted plenary remyssion. 1607 Saks. 
Cor. 1. viii. 5 Let the first Budger dye the others Slaue. 
1675 Marvety Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 433 [‘ Mock speech’ 
of Charles [7], 1 have made Crew, Bishop of Durham, 
and, at the first word of my Lady Portsmouth, Prideaux, 
Bishop of Chichester. 1699 Hacxe Coll. Voy. u. 39 Some 
Men of War lay ready to put out after us upon the first 
News of our being near. @1822 SHELLEY Unjin. Drama 
153 Like a child's legend on the tideless sand, Which the 
first foam erases half and half Leaves legible. 

e. In phr.: At (} the) first sight (or view), at 
(the) first blush. (Also, + at first dash, push.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 8029 (Cott.) He kneu pam at be first 
sight. 1579 Lyty Zuphues (Arb.) 52 Euphues at the first 
sight was so kindled with desire, that [etc,]. 1583 GotpInc 
Calvin on Deut. ix. 51 True it is that we perceiue it not at 
the first push. a@1593 Martowre Hero & Leander 1. 176 
Who ever lov’d, that lov’d not at first sight? x61 
Mippteton Roaring Girl iv. i, Sir A. You can play any 
lesson [music]? Jol. At first sight, sir. 1665 Sir T. 
Hersert 77vav. (1677),139 At first view I thought they had 
some resemblance with those four monsters. 1670 CoTToN 
Espernon 11. v. 202 So brisk an Article as this at first dash, 
and before the King would proceed to any further Treaty. . 
would startle the Spanish Gravity. 1702 C. Marner Magn. 
Chr. 1. ii. (1833) I. 54 They saw no Indians. . but suchas at the 
first sight always ran away. 1702 Exg.,/heophrast. 575 A fool 
may so far imitate the mien .. of a wise man, as at first 
blush to put a man at a stand what to make of him. 1875 

owETT Plato (ed. 2) I. 426 There is more of system in the 

haedo than appears at first sight. 

f. (The) first thing: advb. phrase=as the first 
thing that is done. 

[1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. JV, m. iii. 205 Rob me the Exchequer 
the first thing thou do’st. 1720 Humorous Lett. in Lond. 
Frul. (1721) 50 My fancy .. carried me, the first thing 
it did..to Rome.] 1836 Dickens S%. Boz 2 Go to this 
woman the first thing in the morning. 1885 ANSTEY 
Vinted Venus 74 Vl buy a cloak for her the first thing 
to-morrow morning. 1893 Pal? Mall Mag. Il. 79, I was 
to..hand it over to him the moment we pulled up .. so that 
he might give it to the little one first thing. 

g. ellipt. for ‘the first of the season ’. 

1599 H. Burres Dyes drie Dinner G iij b, The first buds, 
or yong braunches shooting from the roote. 1860 GossE 
Rom. Nat. Hist. 8 The first cuckoo, the first swallow, 
sent a thrill through our hearts which is not repeated. 

h. After the name of a day of the week : Next, 
following. orth. dial. 

1781 D. Ritcuie in Southey’s Life of A. Bell (1844) I. 252, 
I... must prepare a new sermon for Sabbath first. 1868 
Arkinson Cleveland Gloss., ‘Satrda’ first’ for Saturday 
next. 1890 Glasgow Herald 24 Mar. 1/1 Tickets for the 
special service in the Cathedral, on Thursday first. 


2. Preceding all others in a series, succession, 


order, set or enumeration. 

O. E. Chron, an. 963 On pe fyrste sunnon deg of Aduent, 
@1300 Cursor M. 7219 (Cott.) Sampson, pi first wijf lerd pe 
witte. 1380 Lay Folks Catech. (Lamb. MS.) 171 The furst 
part [of the Hail Mary] contenys pe wordys of Gabriel. 
c¢1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 11 We seie is hoot in pe firste 
degree bat is I-heet of kyndely heete. 1484 Caxton Fables 
of A@sop 1. Proem, A fable whiche is the fyrst and formost 
of this second book. 1599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner 
Lv, He maketh Quaile the first dish of the first course. 
1670 Lavy M. Bertie in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm, App. 
y. 22 The second part .. is then the first time acted. 1773 
Go.psm. Stoofs to Gong. 1, The first blow is half the battle. 
1827 JARMAN Powedl’s Devises II. 291 ‘The testator had a 
first marriage in contemplation. 1834 L. Rircnir Wand. by 
Seine 124 The first thing that fixes our eye is the noble river 
covered with boats. 1850 Tennyson /7 Je. 1xxxv. 108 
First love, first friendship, equal powers, That marry with 
the virgin heart. 1874 Cuapwick Base Ball Man, 28 When 
a player is on the first base and one on the third, JZod. 
Take the first turning on the right. 

b. in dates, with ellipsis of day. Also in sport- 
ing language. Zhe First, spec. the first of September 
(when partridge-shooting begins). 

1593 SHAKS. 2 Hen, VJ, u. iv. 71, I summon your Grace, 
to his Maiesties Parliament, Holden at Bury, the first of 
this next Moneth, 1673 S’ too Him Bayes 20 Do’st thou 
take this to be the first of April? 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit, 
India 11. v. v. 525 He encamped on the 1st of June within 
three miles of the place. 

e. In the first place; an adverbial phrase = first, 
firstly : see PLACE. 

1665 Sir T. Hersert Trav. (1677) 393, I shall therefore in 
the first place see what [etc.]. 

d. U.S. The first=even, or so much as, the 
first ; even one, a single. 

1849 Let. in NV. Y. Tribune 23 May 2/2 On my 
knees, which I couldn’t move the first inch. 1857 W. A. 
Gupert Sf. in Ho. Reps. 27 Feb. (Bartlett), I am not 
aware of having committed the first act which would bring 
upon me the displeasure of the house. 

e. With a cardinal numeral. In this combina- 
tion three varieties of word-order have been used. 
(a) The earliest recorded form is ¢he two (three, 
etc.) first (=Fr. les deux premiers, Ger. die zwet 
ersten). This still survives, though it is now rarely 
used where numbers above 3 or 4 are concerned, 
+ (6) In 15-16th c. two (three, etc.) the first 


FIRST. 


occasionally occurs. (c) In 16th c. the growing 
tendency to regard fivs¢ as an ordinal led to the 
introduction of the form ¢he first two (three, etc.), 
corresponding to ‘the second two (or three, etc.) ’. 
This is now the universal form in the case of high 
numbers; but for numbers up to 3 or 4 many 
writers use it only when the number specified is 
viewed as a collective unity contrasted with the 
second or some succeeding 2, 3, or 4 in the series. 

(a) 1340 Ayend. 11 pe pri verste. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W.deW. 
1531) 1 Of the whiche thre bokes, the two first be but as 
prefaces. 1650 R. Srarytton Stvada’s Low C. Warres 
1. 13 The two first dayes the King .. had the Victory. 
1779-81 Jounson L. P., Pope Wks, IV. 136 Each of the six 
first lines of the /Ziad might lose two syllables. 1781 Ginpon 
Decl. & F. Il. 197 During the five first ages of the city. 

(6) 1447 SuHittincrorp Le?¢t, (Camden) 28 As ye have... al- 
legged by two the furst divers articulis. 153 Etyor Gov. 1. 
xi, Two the fyrste bokes of the warke of Aristotell. 1540-x 
— Image Gov. 79 In eight the first yeeres of his empire. 

(c) 1593 Fare Dialling 35 Omitting likewise y° first three, 
&c. 1661 Bramuatt Fust Vind. i. 2 For the first six 
hundred years and upwards. 1704 Hearne Duct. Hist. 
(1714) I. 134 He wrote the Life of Alexander in x Books, 
whereof the first two are lost. 1860 Exticorr Life Our 
Lord viii. (1865) 373 The first two Evangelists. 

3. Foremost or most advanced in position (said 
of things either at rest or in motion). In OE. as 
an independent sense,=‘ front’; subsequently as 
a special use of sense 2, is¢ opposed to second, 
third, etc. 

a1o00 Laws Ethelbert § 51 Et Sam feower tobum 
fyrestum, 1647 R. Srapy.ton Puvenal 218 The first-file of 
orators. 1704 MartsorouGH in Loud. Gaz, No. 4045/2 
With. .the Foot of the First Lineg I passed the Lech. 1801 
James J7ilit. Dict. s.v. Line, In order that the first line .. 
may .. not endanger the disposition of the second line, by 
precipitately crowding upon it. JZod. He was sitting in 
the first row of seats. The first horse in the race. 

b. In adverbial phrases (where foremost may be 
substituted), head jirst, feet first, etc., i.e. with the 
head, feet, etc., foremost. 

_ 1877 Spurcron Seri. XXIII. 46 We used to dip our toes 
in the waves instead of taking a plunge head first. 

4. Foremost, preceding all others, in dignity, 
rank, importance, or excellence. 

1382 Wycuir JZark ix. 34 If any man wole be the firste 
among jou. 1548 Patren Exped. Scot. in Arb. Garner 
III. 118 It was counted for the first part of medicine to have 
it [i.e. the finger] cut quite away. 1670 G. H. Hist. Car- 
dinals 1.11. 37 The Apostles were all first, and all last, with- 
out any difference of priority. 1720 OzeLt Vertot’s Rom. 
Rep. I. xiv. 346 Courage, a General's first Quality, 1770 
Lancuorne Plutarch (1879) IL. 639/1 Eumenes. .raised him- 
self to the first military employments. 1798 Axti-Facobin 
xxxi, 182 The song of Rogero..is admitted on all hands to 
be in the very first taste. 182z W. Taytorin Monthly Rev, 
XCYV. 538 Fruit and vegetables, articles of the first necessity 
at Naples. 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 30, I was 
told a great deal about ‘the first people in Boston’, 1848 
Macautay //ist, Eng. I. 370 There were coffee houses 
where the first medical men might be consulted. 

b. In official titles, etc., indicating that the person 
designated has precedence over colleagues, as first 
minister (more commonly ‘prime minister’); /z7s¢ 
Lord of the Admiralty, of the Treasury ; first 
lieutenant, etc. 

1753 Hanway Trav. (1762) II. u. i. 70 The first minister 

. Is a kind of representative on behalf of the regal pre- 
rogative. 1782 Aun. Reg. 255 Royal Oak—Mr. Gwatkin, 
first lieutenant, killed. 1843 CartyLe Past & Pri. xvii. 
174 Of whom as First Lord of the Treasury. .we could be so 
glad and proud. 1858 Simmonps Dict. / rade, First mate, 
the chief officer of a merchant vessel; the next in rank to 
the captain. 1866 H. Copper Grant § his Campaigns 25 
His first-lieutenancy dated from Sep. 16, 1847. 1884 Manch. 
Lxant. 19 Feb. 5/2 The plaintiff..was engaged as first tenor 
at the Comedy Theatre. 

II. adsol. (quasi-sb.) 

5. In certain absolute uses. 

a. The first; the thing or person first mentioned. 
(Where only two are mentioned, ¢he former is now 
commonly preferred.) 

1579 Lyty Exphwes (1607) Biv, I am neither so suspitious 
to mistrust your good wil, nor so sottish to mislike your 
good counsaile, as I am therefore to thanke you for the 
first, so it stands me vpon to thinke better of the latter. 
1774 Pennant Tour in Scotl. in 1772, 238 They yield bear 
and potatoes, much of the first is used in distillation, 

b. sfec.in Her. The first=that tincture which 


is first mentioned in a blazon. 

1562 Lricu A rmorie (1597) 28b, I sayde, voyded of the 
first, because Argent was the first that was named. 1705 
Hearne Collect. 8 Dec., Sable, A Cross argent, charg’d with 
another of the first. 1828-4o Berry Lacycl. Her. II, 
Filshed quarterly or. and az.; on the second and third 
quarters, an eagle, displayed, of the first. Bak. 

ce. The first=the first part, the beginning (ods. 
or dial. in ordinary phrases). Esp. in phrases 


The first of the ebb, flood, or tide. 

a1586 SipNEY Arcadia ul. xxvii. (1590) 220b, But now 
perceiuing the flood of their furie began to ebbe, he thought 
it policie to take the first of the tide. 1670 NarsorouGu in 
Acc. Sev. Late Voy. (1711) 44 At the first of the Flood we 
caught five hundred Fishes. 1761 Brit. Mag. Il. 446 The 
six prames..dropt down upon the first of the ebb. 1784 
Unfort. Sensibility 11. 67 It was boiling from the first of 
the morning, till they wanted their dinners, 1798 /rvasion 
II. 14, I had..from the first of his entrance, kept retreating 
to the other side of the room, 1840 Marryat Poor Yack 
xxii, We shall be able to stem the /zrs¢ of the flood. 


- broode lieth very small at the first. 
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d. Printing. (See quots.) 

1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. I1. 319 The one they dis- 
tinguish by the name of First, the other his Second, these 
call one another Companions: The First is he that has 
wrought longest at that Press. 1888 Jacosr Printers’ 
Vocadb., First, the senior or leading partner of the two men 
who work at a hand-press. 


e. first and last: all, ‘one and all’. 

7389 R. Harvey Pé. Pere. 2 First and last, helpe, quench 
all. 

6. In adverbial phrases with a preposition : 

a. from the first; from the beginning, at the 
outset, to start with. rom first to last: from be- 
ginning to end, throughout. 

1611 Bisre Luke i. 3 Hauing had perfect vnderstanding 
of things from the very first. 1737 Bracken Farriery 
Inipr. (1757) II. 18 Their Practice, from the first, is ill 
grounded. 1849 Grote Greece u. Ixxii, (1862) VI. 347 The 
mainstay of the Thirty from first to last. 1885 Manch. Even. 
News 16 July 3/t The disaffected section .. made a dead 
set against him from the first. 1893 Strand Mag. V1. 473/1 
Mr. Gladstone was. .in his place from first to last. 

b. At first (also, at the first, now rare): + (a) 
first, for the first time; +(¢) in the first place; 
+ (¢) at once, immediately ; (¢) at the beginning, 
at the first stage. 

(a) a1300 Cursor M. 12605 (Gétt.) Wid be grete maistris 
pus he badd Till mari had hir iornai made, pan at be frist on 
him toght scho. ¢ 1340 /é¢d. 1558 (Fairf.) And now at first 
wakkenes woghe. 1682 Creecu Lucretius u. 576 In Phrygia 
Corn at first took birth. 

(2) 1340 Ayend, 46 Of pise 3enne uondeb be dyeuel in vif 
maneres .. Auerst ine fole zi3be efterward ine fole wordes 
[etc.]. ¢1380 Wyciir Sed. Wks, III. 359 We graunten at 
be firste, bat [etc.]. 

(c) 1362 Lanet. P. PZ. A. vit. 159 And hoped aftur hunger 
po, bat herde him atte furste. a 1626 Br. ANDREWES 7 Sevmt. 
ly. (1627) 65 He bids them .. but whistle for an Angell, and 
they will come at first. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Parl. 
11. 132 How little coherence there is in this Argument, the 
silliest childe may at first discern. 

(d) 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 185 Their 
1599 H. Buttes Dyets 
drie Dinner B iv, This fruite was at first white. 1611 BisLe 
John xii. 16 These things vnderstood not his disciples at 
the first. 1671 Mitton Samson 883 Why then Didst thou 
at first receive me for thy husband? x72 SreELe Sfect. 
No. 455 P3, lam no more delighted with it than I was at the 
very first. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23/1 He was at first 
very ill, then got better. 1845 M. Pattison ss. (1889) I. 
25 The assurance he had at first displayed was now suc- 
ceeded by an air of embarrassment. 1874 BouTELL Arms 
& Arm. xi. 216 At the first they made petards with it. 

+e. With the first: among the first (persons or 
things); hence, chiefly, especially (cf. L. cum 
primis). 

161r Asp. UssHer Leff. (1686) 15 Of which we will not 
fail to certifie you with the first. 162z T. Beprorp Sinuze 
unto Death 34 This is apprimé necessarium, necessary with 
the first. 1660 F. Brooke Le Blanc’s Trav, 270 The servant 
.. coming in with the first. 

7. Elliptical uses passing into quasi-sé. (admit- 
ting of plural). 

a. Anything that is first (so72ce-uses). 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay vi. 71 There are two Firsts: 
the one is Gods worde, and the other is God. 1892 Daily 
News t Dec. 2/3 The rst June and December are the two 
quietest ‘firsts’ in the year. 

b. Comm. First of exchange: the first of a set 
of bills of exchange of even tenor and date. 

(The ellipsis of 4227 is common to all the European langs. ; 
but the phrase is often written in full, both in Eng. and in 
the other langs.] 

1809 R. Lancrorp /xtrvod. Trade 27 Three months after 
date, pay this my first of Exchange (second and third 
not paid) to the order of Mr. R. Rich, 1866 Crump Banking 
vy. 137 In case of delay of the arrival of a first of exchange. 

e. A place in the first class in an examination- 
list ; the first place in an athletic contest. Also, 
a man who has taken a place in the first class. 

1850 CLroucu Difsychus 1x. 110 Philip returned to his 
books..Got a first, ’tis said. 1861 HuGues To Brown at 
Oxf, iv. (2889) 32 He'll be a safe first, though I don’t believe 
he reads more than you or I. 1885 M. Pattison Jen, 26 
The men who got firsts would have done so equally at any 
college. 1885 Cyclist 19 Aug, 1089/1 He .. won four firsts 
and a second last week. 

da. Mus. (See quot. 1823). 

a1774 Gotpsm. Exper. Philos. (1776) Il. 159 The per- 
formers on glasses. .who play firsts, seconds, and sometimes 
a base altogether. 1823 Craps Technol. Dict., First (Alus.), 
the upper part of a duett, trio [etc.]. 

e. Base-ball: =first base. 

f. 2/7. Used to denote the best quality of certain 
articles of commerce, e. g. butter. 

1825 J. NicHoLson Oferat. Mechanic 535 The finest marls, 
called firsts, are selected for the arches of doorways, &c. 
1832 Porter Porcelain & Glass (Lardner) 186 Crown glass 
is sold, according to its quality, under four different 
denominations—firsts, seconds, thirds, and fourths. 1887 
Times 27 Aug., Butter :—Firsts, 119s. ; seconds, 113s. 

B. adv. [OE. fyrst, the accus. neut. of the adj. 
Cf. ON. fyrst, OHG. furist] she 

1. Before any other or anything else, in time, 
serial order, rank, etc.; before anything else is 
done or takes place. Also in strengthened phr. 


Jjirst of all, first and foremost. 

O. E. Chron. an. 963 Se biscop com pa fyrst to Eliz. 
¢1z00 OrMIN 6876 Forrpi comenn pe33 himm firrst To sekenn 
i patt ende. 1297 R. Gtouc. (1724) 383 To chyrche & to 
pouere men he 3ef vorst, as he ssolde. ¢1340 Cursor M1. 











FIRST. 


22879 (Trin.) Bi his wille dob bat kyng out of be harde tre 
to spryng forst be leef & penne pe flour and siben fruyt. 
1375 Barspour Bruce 1. 542 Julius Cesar .. Off Rome wes 
fryst maid Emperour. 1377 Lancv. P. Pd. B. xix. 116 pat 
she furste & formest ferme shulde bilieue cx450 St. Cuth- 
dert (Surtees) 732 Pai straue wha first to lande myght wynne. 
1553 I. Witson Rhet. (1580) 5 [He] must fasten his mynde 
firste of all, upon these five especiall pointes. 1635 R.N. tr. 
Camden's Hist. Eliz, 1. xii. 110 She wished them, first and 
formost to get the Queene’s assent. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 
377 Who first, who last Rous’d from the slumber, on that 
fiery Couch, 1718 Prior Alma 1. 397 Who first offend will 
first complain. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 68/1 Having re- 
ceived that money, I will pay you first, and after that will pay 
others. 1814 Worpsw. Lxcursion 1. Poems (1888) 422/1 Oh, 
Sir! the good die first. 1841 KesLe Sermz. xi. (1848) 275 
The two who first saw our Lord. 1874 Stusps Coxst. Hist. 
I, xii. 492 Consent of the historians .. makes him, first and 
foremost, a legislator. 1884 W. C. Smitn K7ildrostan 88 
Your wet ropes. .give blisters first And then a horny hand. 


b. proverb. Hirst come, first served. 

1545 BrinkLtow Covzf/. xvii. E iij, First come first serued, 
so one or ij shal be all payed, & y? rest shal haue nothing. 
1632 Massincer Maid of Hon. 1. ii, And you know, First 
come first serv’d. 1860 JZacm. Mag. June 113 The sailors... 
rushed away to the boat. First come, first in. 1887 Tzmzes 
(weekly ed.) 24 June 7/4 It was .. a case of first come, first 
served. 

e. In a statement, discourse, or argument, where 
points or topics are enumerated: In the first place, 
as the first thing to be mentioned or considered, 


firstly. 
¢1380 Wycuiir Sed, Wks. 11. 441 Pai say furst, pat [etc.]. 
¢1386 Cuaucer JZelib. 2275 Ffirst and forward ye han 
erred in thassemblynge of youre conseillours. 1393 LaNnct. 
P. Pl. C. vu. 15 For ich formest and ferst .. Haue ybe 
vnboxome. 1583 Basincton Commande. v. (1637) 41 First 
& formest .. let them [etc.]. 1644 H. Parker ¥xs Pop. 39, 
I make answer First..Secondly..Thirdly. 1711 App1son 
Spect. No. 89 P 4 First of all I would have them seriously 
think on the Shortness of their Time. 1847 [see Firstvy 1). 
+d. At first, originally. Ods. 
crtootr, Bull of Pope Agathoin Cod. Difl. V. 30 Ic Saxulf, 
Se wees first abbot and nu eam biscop. a@1300 Cursor AZ, 
5373 (Gétt.) Frist was he here as vr thrall, Nou vnder me es 
he mast of all. 1598 GreNEwEY Tacitus’ Ann, U1. XViii. 
(1622) 58 Plancina growing more insolent then first. az172x 
Prior (J.), Heav’n, sure, has kept this spot of earth uncurst, 
To shew how all things were created first. : 
e. first and last; taking one thing with another, 
at one time and another, reckoned altogether, in 
all. txrst or last: at one time or another, sooner 


or later. 

1678 Lapy CuawortH in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comm. App. v. 45 Lord Shrewsbery is like to marry Mr. 
Chiffens bs daughter who will be first and last made 
worth 40,0007, to him. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. u. 2 The 
Bay of Campeachy, where I lived first and last about 
3 Years. a 1700 DrypEN(J.), All are fools and lovers first or 
last. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. iv. 65, I brought away 
all the sails first and last. : } : 

2. Before some other specified or implied thing, 


time, event, etc. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 1625 (Gétt.) Bot firist a tre, ar i bigine, 
I sal here sett of noe kinne. 1567 Satir. Poems Reform. 
vii. 189 Conarus was inclosit First being dewlie for his 
fault deposit. 1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 38 Although it 
be long fyrst..yet..they come. 1611 Bipte 2 Sam. xili. 13 
Thou shalt not see my face, except thou first bring Michal 
Sauls daughter, 1618 Botton Florus (1636) 251 They 
wasted the puissance of Sertorius in battell, though it was 
long first. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius’ Voy, Ambass. 7 Ask’d 
.. when those of Holstein would be receiv’d; he told him.. 
it would be three weeks first. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa 
(18rr) VIII. 15 Mr. Pocock undertakes to deliver this; but 
fears it will be Saturday night first. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. 
xxviil, I wounded one who first assaulted me. 1855 DickENS 
Dorrit v, She had this bit of work to begin first .. that bit 
of work to finish first. 1884 A. R. PennincTon Wiclif ix. 
297 It is impossible for the priest to remit the sins of any 
unless they are first remitted by Christ. 

b. In preference to something else; rather, 
sooner (than do something specified or implied, or 


allow it to be done). 

1880 A. MELVILLE in £2z/ (1810) I. ii. 87 They shall have 
all the blood of my body first. @ 1625 FLETCHER H/us2. 
Lieutenant u.iv, My noble childe, thou shalt not fall in 
virtue, I and my power will sink first. 1797 FRere & 
CanninG in Axnti-Facobix ii. 11, I give thee sixpence? I 
will see thee d—d first! 28x9 SHELLEY Cencz v. ili. 99 
O weak, wicked tongue .. would that thou hadst been Cut 
out and thrown to dogs first! 1869 Brownine Ring § 
Bk. IVs x. 311 Die? He'll bribe a gaoler or break prison 
first 

3. For the first time, then and not earlier (with 


reference to a specified time, place, etc.). 

c1300 S¢t, Brandan 246 After than that seint Brendan 
furst this yle i-se3. c1350 Will. Palerne 648 Pus was ferst 
here sad sorwe sesed pat time. c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xi. 
126 From penne, Pylgrymes mowen fyrste se vn to Jeru- 
salem. a@146x Pol. Poems (Rolls) I]. 249 Whan seyntes 
felle fryst from hevene. cx600 SHaxs, Sov. civ. 2 For as 
you were when first your eye I eyde, Such seemes your 
beautie still. 1732 Berkerry Alciphr.1. § 1, 1 knew him 
first at the Temple. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 25/1 
When was it that you first heard mention of the bond? 
18s0 Tennyson Jz JZem. xl, A maiden in the day When 
first she wears her orange-flower ! 


C. Comb. 
1. Chiefly of adv. with ppl. adjs., as _first-begot, 
-begotten (whence first-begottenship), -built, -con- 
cetved, -created, -done, -endeavouring, -famed, 
-formed, found, -framed, -gendered, -gotten, -growit, 
-intended, -invented, +-kinned (= FIRST-BORN), 
32-2 


FIRST. 


-made, -mentioned, -moving, -named, etc. Also 
with ordinary adj., as /irst-ri~e. Also with vbl. 
nouns, as /irst-beginner, -beginning, -coner, -mover, 
-running. The combs, first-movable, -moved, 
-mover, -moving have all been used as equivalents 
for the przmum mobile of the old astronomy. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay vi. 71 Hee calleth him the 
*Firstbeginner. 1860 Munro Lucretius (1864) 1.55, 1. .will 
open up the *first-beginnings of things. 1671 Mitton P. X. 
1. 89 His *first-begot we know. 1382 WycuF Zech. xii. 10 
In deth of the *first bygoten. c1440 Promp. Parv. 162/t 
Fyrste begoton, primogenitus. 1583 GoLtpinc Calvin on 
Deut. cxcy. 1212 Hee was not of the common sort, but had 
as it were a “first-begottenship. 1887 Bowen Virg. dineid 
1. 17, 1.. Found my *first-built walls in an evil hour on the 
shore. 1868 Lowett Shaks. Pr. Wks. 1890 III. 45 The privi- 
lege which only *first-comers enjoy. 1880 L726r. Univ. Knowd. 
X. 368 The foundling named by the first-comer. 1593 
Suaxs. 2 Hen. VI, ut. ii. 44 The *first-conceiued sound, 
1552 Hutort, *First created, protoplastes. 1671 Mitton 
Samson 83 O first-created beam. 1552 Hutoet, *First done 
or spedde, prwuersus, 1627 Mitton Vacat. Exerc, 2 Hail 
Native Language, that by sinews weak Didst move my 
*first-endeavouring tongue to speak. 1859 TENNYSON 
Guinevere 321 The two *first-famed for courtesy. 1497 Br. 
Atcock Mons Perfect. B iij, Our *fyrst fourmed faders. 
1874 Darwin in Lzfe & Let#?, (1887) III. 194, I have found 
first-formed theories erroneous. 1594 BLUNDEVIL Z-rerc. Il 
(ed, 7) 109 So shall you have the *first found number. 1633 
Eart Manca. AZ Mondo (1636) 12 Our *first-framed father 
Adam. 1388 Wycuir Ps. civ. [cv.] 36 He killide ech the *firste 
gendrid thing in the lond of hem. 1382 /dzd., He smot alle the 
*firste goten in the lond of hem. 1785 J. Puitiirs Treat, 
Inland Navig. 47, 9002. less than the *first-intended expence. 
1827 G. Hiceins Celtic Druids 35 The *first invented letters. 
a1300 LE, E, Psalter civ. [cv.] 36 He smate al *first-kinned 
in land of pa. 1630 Drayton Noah's Flood 203 The earthly 
Heauen, where he had plac’t ‘That *first-made Man. 1877 
J. D. CuamBers Divine Worship 390 The *first-mentioned 
formularies are the more ancient. 1594 BLUNDEVIL Erverc, 
1. I. iii. (ed. 7) 281 The tenth [sphere] is called the *first 
movable. 1667 Mitton P. LZ, 11. 483 That Crystalline Sphear 
whose ballance weighs The Trepidation talkt, and that *first 
mov'd. /éid. vit. 500 As the great *first-Movers hand First 
wheeld thir course. 1771 SMoLLETT Hmph. Cl. (1815) 118 
The opposition cursed him, as the indefatigable drudge of 
a first-mover. 1796 Hutron Math. Dict., First Mover in 
the old Astronomy, is the Priizuim Mobile. cx162z5 MILTON 
On Death fair Inf. 39 Whether above that high “*first- 
moving sphere Or in the Elysian fields, 1838 Dickens 
O. Twist xviii, The *first-named young gentleman, 1599 
H. Butres Dyets drie Dinner Cij, In Latine Precocia, 
or Prematura. Id est. Soone ripe, or *first ripe. 1611 
Biste Vu. xiii. 20 Now the time was the time of the first 
ripe grapes. 1764 Foote Patron 11. Wks. 1799 I. 341 When 
..the sprightly “first-runnings of life are rack’d off, you offer 
the vapid dregs to your deity. 

2. In syntactical combs. of a permanent nature 

or with a special meaning: for many of these, 
as first cause, cousin, intention, magnitude, person, 
principle, water, see the respective sbs. Many 
of them are used a#tvzb. and as adjs., and are 
then regularly written with the hyphen: see esp. 
first chop (Cxuor sb.5 4), Frsr-ciass, Frrst- 
RATE. Also, first aid (40 the wounded), assist- 
ance given on the spot in the case of street-acci- 
dents and the like, before proper medical treat- 
ment is procured ; first birth, a first-born child ; 
also fig.; hence + /first-birth-right; first coat, 
the first layer of plaster or paint; hence first- 
coated a.; first cost, prime cost; also attrzb.; 
first-foot (surth.), the person who first enters 
a house after the beginning of the new year; 
hence /irst-footing; first form, (a) the lowest 
form in a school; (6) in Printing (see quots.) ; 
first futtocks (Vauz.; see quot.); first man 
(Mining; see quot.); first motion (AZech.; see 
quot.) ; first night, the night on which a play, or 
a particular representation of a play, is first pro- 
duced on the stage; also attvzb.; hence first- 
nighter (one who assists at a ‘first night’), first- 
nighting ; +} first penny (see PENNY); first 
sight, (@) see sense 1 above; (0) that which is seen 
for the first time (sovce-use); also attrib.; whence 
first-sighted Af/. a. (nonce-wd.); first story = 
First FLoor. Also First pay, etc. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R, 1x. xxxi. (1495) 366 The 
yertue of the angell that slewe the *fyrste byrthes were 
wythstonde therby. 1827 Hare Guesses Ser. 1. (1847) 55 
Those twin firstbirths of Poetry. 1650 J. Trapp Clavis to 
the Bible 1. 299 Then came forth Perez .. who took the 
*first-birth-right and kingdom by force. 1823 P. NicHotson 
Pract. Build, 390° First Coat of two-coat work, in plastering, 
is denominated /aying when on lath, and rendering when 
on brick. 1870 Eng. Mech, 11 Feb. 385/1 The laths are 
‘primed’ or *first-coated. 1772 Frankuin Lett, Wks. 1887 
IV. 547 Which, at the *first cost here, can scarce be reckoned 
at less than half a guinea a head per annum. 1778 T. 
Jerrerson Lett, Wks. 1893 II. 156 The master had once 
sold the whole cargo .. for 5s. 3%. the livre, first cost. 1840 
L’pool. Frnl. 4 July 1/4 Quantity of soiled account books 
.. at first cost prices, 1805 Nicot Poems 1. 33 (Jam.) Ere 
new years’ morn begin to peep At doors, the lasses sentrie 
keep, To let the *first-fit in. 1883 J. Parker Tyne Ch. 
4 How glad..the dear soul was when she had a good 
‘first-foot’ on New Year’s morning. 1864 A. McKay 
Hist. Kilmarnock (ed. 4) 112 Another custom .. was 
that of *first-footing on the morning of New-year’s day. 
1883 Brack in Harfer's Mag. Dec. 63 At midnight 
‘ first-footing’ begins, and it is considered very lucky if your 
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first visitor should be a dark-haired man, 1683 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 11. 376 *First Form, the Form the White 
Paper is Printed on, which generally by Rule ought to have 
the First Page of the Sheet in it. 1888 Jacosi Printers’ 
Vocab., First Forme, the inner or outer [forme] of a sheet— 
whichever is printed off first. 1867 SMytH Sailor's Wordbk., 
* First Futtocks, timbers in the frame of a ship which come 
down between the floor-timbers almost to the keel on each 
side. 1883 GresLey Gloss. Coal Mining, *First man, 
the head butty or coal getter in a stall, who..is_re- 
sponsible for the safety of the men working under him 
and for the proper working of the coal. 1888 Lockwood's 
Dict. Mech, Engin., *First-motion, a term of general 
application, as first motion shafts, first motion belts, first 
motion wheel, &c., meaning the one which first receives, 
and then communicates, power to its successors. 1894 
Westm. Gaz. 3 Apr. 2/3 A ‘*first-night’ notice. 1886 
Boisgobey’s Steel Necklace v. 79 All the “*first-nighters 
had turned out in force. 1887 Daily News 3 May 6/1 ‘The 
social philosophy of *first nighting. 1674 MarveLt Corr. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 424 E.of Pembroke marryed to Madame 
Qerronal’s [sic] sister. The King gives 1000 *first peny. 1773 
Go.tpsm. Stoops to Cong. 1, Then your *first sight deceived 
you; for I think him one of the most brazen first sights 
that ever astonished my senses. 1859 Farrar ¥. Hove 
27 Without any first-sight vows of eternal friendship. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) I. 305 To compliment our own 
sagacity, in our “*first-sighted impressions. 1662 J, Davies 
tr. Mandelslo’s Trav. 137 The River which often overflowes 
drowns them sometimes to the *first story, 1834 L, Ritcnre 
Wand. by Seine (1835) 181 [The prisons] were sometimes 
placed in the first story of the donjon. 1860 BarTLetr 
Dict, Amer. s.v. Story, In the United States the floor next 
the ground is the first story. [Cf. First-FLoor 2.] 

First (foist), v. [f. First a.] 

+1. nonce-uses. a. intr. As rendering of Gr, 
mpwrevey: To have the first place, be first. b. 
trans. With allusion to the vb. zo second (see con- 
text): To advance (a person) to the first place. 

1625 Git Sacy. Philos. iv. 49 That Hee may bee Ev mac 
mpwrevwv firsting, or having the first place or preheminence 
in all things. 1656 S. H. Gold. Law 11 These also will 
befool you..to gain you to second the King, that so ye may 
second, and so first them, : 

+2. ¢rans. To propose (a resolution), ‘move’ 
(as opposed to ‘ seconding’). Ods. 

16536 Burton's Diary (1828) I. 66 The question in the 
morning, which was firsted and seconded. 1658 /dzd. III. 
193 The question which is firsted and seconded, 

3. dial. To ‘set out’ with the hoe. 

1860 Prvul. R. Agric. Soc. XXI1. u. 386 The swedes..were 
not ‘firsted’ until August 6th. 

First: see Frist 5d, and v. Ods. 

Fi-rst-born, ¢.~ [f. First adv. + Born a.] 

1. That is born first, eldest. 

1382 Wyciir Lxvke ii. 7 Sche childide her firste born sone. 
1413 Piler. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 11. viii. 55 Cayn the fyrst 
borne child. 1611 Biste Det, xxi. 15 If the first borne 
sonne be hers that was hated. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr “7st. 





Servia 250 He often called him ‘Son’; saying, ‘Alexa, his 
first-born son, was not dearer to him’. 

transf. 1784 CowrEr 7 ask tv. 7or The firstborn efforts of 
my youthful Muse. 1807 Craspe Vewspaper 449 Read your 
first-born work a thousand times. 

b. sonce-use. That is the right of the first-born. 

1770 Gotpsm, Des. Vill. 256 Spontaneous joys .. The soul 
adopts, and owns their first-born sway. 

2. absol. (quasi-sd.) 

@1340 Hampote Psalter cxxxiv. 8 He smote pe first borne 
of egipt fro man til best. 15887 Gotpinc De Mornay vi. 71 
The Firstborne of God. 1667 Mitron P, Z. 1. 489 Jehovah 
.. equal’d with one stroke Both her first born and all her 
bleating Gods. 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 263 P 1 Camillus 
and his first-born dwell together. 1837 Lytron Z. Maltrav. 
ll. iv, Teresa was trying to teach her first-born to read. 

transf. 1830 TENNYSON Ode Ae. 92 The love thou bearest 
The first-born of thy genius. 

b. rarely as sb, with plural ending. 

1866 J. H. Newman Gevontius ii. 21 All praise to Him.. 

By whom proud first-borns from their thrones are cast. 


First chop, first-chop: see CHOP 50°, 


First cla‘ss, first-class. 

A. (as two words). 

The first of a series of classes in which things or 
persons are grouped. Usually implying priority 
in importance; esf. in fixed or technical applica- 
tions, e.g. the highest grade of accommodation for 
travellers by railway or steamboat, the highest 
division in an examination-list. 

1807 [see Crass sd. 4]. 1846 Commercial Mag. Oct. 135 
There is a first-class for those who are willing to pay for the 
superior comfort. 

b. ellipt. A place in the first class of an exam- 
ination list (cf. CLass sd. 4.); one who has 
obtained such a place. 

1838 British Mag. V1. 100 There was no double First- 
Class [Referring to Oxford]. 1859 Farrar ¥. Home 186 My 
getting a first class in the May examination, 1885 Oxford 
Univ. Cal. 40 Candidates must have obtained ..a First 
Class in Litt. Gr. et Lat. at the First Public Examination, 

B. attrib. or adj. (written with the hyphen). 

_ (In attributive use sometimes with stress on the first syll. ; 
in predicative use the stress is equal or on the last.) 

1. Of or belonging to the first class in a recognized 
series of grades; as, a first-class (railway) carriage, 
a first-class man (in an examination; also written 
Jirst-classman). 

1846 Commercial Mag. Oct, 133 His Lordship .. refused 
to travel in the first-class carriages, and went as a second- 
class passenger, 1852 Anz, Reg. 207 A ‘composite’ carriage, 
| the centre being a first-class compartment. 1860 4// Year 








FIRST-FRUIT. 


Round No. 74.560 An Oxford first-class man. 1869 DuNKIN 
Midn. Sky 14 Vhe first-class star Capella, 1871 SMILES 
Charac. ii. (1876) 33 A first-classman at Oxford. 1887 Spec- 
‘ator 25 June 860/1 A Balliol Scholar, a first-classman. 

b. In U.S. sometimes used of the lowest or least 
important grade : as, a first-class clerk (= one who 
receives the lowest salary). 

2. gen. Of the highest grade in importance, value, 
or excellence; of the first or best quality. 

1858 R. S. Surtees Ask Mamma xl\v. 199 First-class 
servants who had fallen into second-class circumstances. 
1872 Raymonp Statist. Mines § Mining 147 The first-class 
ores were shipped to Reno and San Francisco. 1879 
M:Cartuy Own Tins 11. xxviii. 351 Only one first class 
reputation of a military order had come out of the war. 1885 
Leeds Mercury 24 June 4/4 Unless some foreign question 
of first-class importance should arise. 

b. collog. Extremely good, ‘first-rate’. 

1879 SpuRGEON Se77. XXV. 90 When he was on the road 
to Damascus to hunt the saints, he was en first-class terms 
with himself. 

3. quasi-adv. a. By first-class conveyance, etc. b. 
collog. Excellently, very well indeed (cf. /ivst-rate). 

1895 Afonth Feb. 197 She looks first-class and healthy. 
Mod. To travel first-class) How are you getting on? 
Oh, first-class. 

First-day. The name given (chiefly by 
members of the Society of Friends) to Sunday, as 
being the first day of the week. 

a1690 G. Fox Frul. (1694) I. 168 Upon the first-day after, 
I was moved to go to Aldenham steeple-house. a@1713 
Ex.twoop A utobiog. (1765) 101 One First-day in four there 
was a more general Meeting. 1843 Wuittier /7rst Day in 
Lowell Prose Wks. 1889 I. 369 One must be here of a 
pleasant First day at the close of what is called the ‘after- 
noon service’, 

attrib. 19773 Hist. Brit. Dom. N. Amer. i. iv. 278 First- 
day Baptists, whose weekly holiday is the Sunday. 1872 
Wuirtier Penn. Pilgrim 385 Fair First-Day mornings. 

+Firsten, a. Sc. Obs. Also firstin. [Length- 
ened form of First a., ultimately due to the ana- 


logy of E1cutin.] = Furst a. 

1594 Battell of Balrinness in Scot. Poents 16th C, Il. 351 
The firstin man in counsall spak Good Errol it was he. 
Ibid. I1. 353 The firsten shot was to neir.. The nixtin shot 
thair foes hurt. 

+Firster, a. Ods. [f. First + -gr. Cf. G. 
erstere.| Earlier, former. 

1608 Certif in Peel Sfen Valley (1893) 125 Followynge 
the same brooke untyl yt come to the firster boundarye 
where yt begun. 1633 Pvritanisme the Mother Ep. Ded., 
In those firster times of Protestancy, the name of Puritan 
was scarce heard of. 

First-floor. . 

1. The floor or story of a building next above 
the ground floor. 

1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. iv, This is the gentleman who 
has taken your first-floor. 

2. The floor or story which is built on or just 
above the ground; a ground floor. Now only U.S. 

1663 GERBIER Counsel 101 'The first Floore of a building 
should not lye level with the ground. 1860 WorcESTER, 
first-floor, the basement of a building [U. S.]. 

3. collog. The person who occupies the first floor. 

1861 Mrs. Carrye LeZé. III. 83 A piano hired in by ‘the 
first floor yesterday. 

4. attrib., as first-floor-voom, -window. 

1840 Dickens Old C, Shop viii, An oval board over the 
front first-floor window. 1877 BLack Green Past. iii, (1878) 
19 In the first-floor room of a small house in Piccadilly. 

First-fruit. Chiefly 27 [Orig. as two words; 
used as transl, of L. primeztiex.] 

1. The fruits first gathered in a season; the 
earliest products of the soil ; esf. with reference to 
the custom of making offerings of these to God or 
the gods. 

1382 Wyctir Wu. xviii. 12 What euer thing thei shulen 
offre of first fruytis to the Lord. 1483 Cath. Axgl. 1732/1 
Firste Frute, Arimicie. 1835 CoverDALE Lev. ii. 14 Yf thou 
wilt offre a meatofferynge of the first frutes vnto y° Lorde. 
1667 Mitton P. L. x1. 435 Thither anon A sweatie Reaper 
from his Tillage brought First Fruits. 1725 Porr Odyss. 
xiv. 497 The first-fruits to the gods he gave. 1870 Bryant 
Iliad |, 1x. 292 The first-fruits of his fertile field. 

2. transf. and fg. Tho earliest products, results, 
or issues of anything ; the first products of a man’s 
work or endeavour. 

1597 Hooker Eccé. Pol. v. lvi. (1611) 309 The first fruites 
of Christs Spirit. 1653 Watton Azgler 56 It is a good 
beginning of your art to offer your first-fruits to the poor. 
1677 WALLER Loss Dk. Camé., As a First-fruit, Heaven 
claim’d that Lovely Boy; The next shall live, and be the 
nation’s joy. 1718 Prior Poems Postscript to Pref., The 
blooming Hopes .. [of] my then very Young Patron have 
been confirmed by most Noble First-Fruits. 1866 J. H. 
Newman Gerontius iii. 25 ‘That calm and joy uprising in 
thy soul Is first-fruit to thee of thy recompense. 1868 FREE- 
MAN Worm. Cong. II. vii. 72 One of the first-fruits of the 
great national reaction. 

3. £ccl. and Feudal Law, A payment, usually 
representing the amount of the first year’s income, 
formerly paid by each new holder of a feudal or 
ecclesiastical benefice, or any office of profit, to 
some superior. 

The first-fruits of the ie ay bishoprics and other benefices 
were paid before the Reformation to the Pope, afterwards 
to the Crown: see ANNATES, 

¢1380 Wyciir Ws. (1880) 66 It is symonye to. .3eue hym 
[the Pope] .. be frystefruytes for 3ifte of a chirche. c1394 
P. Pl. Crede 729 Pey [freres] freten vp pe fu[r]ste-froyt. 


FIRST HAND. 


1545 BrinkLow Covzp/. 2 b, Of first frutes, both of benefices 
and of lordes landes. 1587 Harrison England ui. i. (1877) 
1. 24 Our first fruits, which is one whole yeares commoditie 
of our living. 1622 Bacon Hex. VJJ, 16 The King did vse 
to rayse them [Bishops] by steps; that hee might not loose 
the profit of the First-fruits. 1710 Swirr Let, to Harley 
7 Dec. Wks. 1841 II. 455 The first-fruits paid by all incum- 
bents upon their promotion amount to £450 per annum. 
1767 BLACKSTONE Com. II. 67 The king used to take ..the 
first fruits, that is to say, one year’s profits of the land. 

4. attrib., as first-fruil offering; first-fruits- 
book, a record of first-fruits. 

1655 FuLLERCH. Hist. 1. x. vii. § 2 That there were in Eng- 
land foure thousand five hundred Benefices with Cure, not 
above ten, and most of them under eight pounds in the first 
fruits-book. 1695 ConcrEevE Love for L. Prol. 25 We.. 
bring this day The first fruit offering of a virgin play. 

Hence First-fruit v. ¢raus., to offer or pay as 
first-fruits ; First-fruitable a. (s207ce-qwds.). 

1621 Br. Mountacu Diatribe 465 It was giuen them in 
charge, to first-fruit their Tenths..of whatsoeuer the ground 
brought forth. /ézd. 302 Euery herbe was Titheable .. and 
if so, then shew reason why not first-fruitable also. 

First hand. 

A. adv. phr. Ad first hand (also at first-hand) : 
From the first source or origin, without inter- 
mediate agency or the intervention of a medium; 
direct from the maker, producer, or original 
vendor. Also with at omitted. 

1732 Fiecpine JZiser i. vii, All bought at the first hand 
too. 1811 Sporting Mag. XX XVII. 76 Gave ninety guineas 
for that, which he might have purchased at first hand for 
five-and-forty. 1840 CARLYLE Heroes (1858) 219 Such a man 
is what we call an original man; he comes to us at first- 
hand. 1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. xxiv, Asking Phil Squod 
.. what it [the rifle] might be worth, first-hand. 1865 M. 
Arnotp Zs. Crit. viii. (1875) 337 Matters we cannot well 
know at first-hand. 

B. adj. (first-hand). Of or belonging to the 
first source, original; coming direct from the first 
source and not through an intermediate channel or 
agency ; obtained direct from the producer or ori- 
ginal vendor. 

1748 RicHarpson Clarissa (x811) I. 338 Second-hand 
messengers, and first-hand insults, 186x M, Pattison ss, 
(2889) I. 31 Dr. Pauli’s study of first-hand sources gives ..a 
correctness to his language, which [etc.]. 187r R. H. 
Hutton £ss. (1877) I. 83 What knowledge you have of such 
beings is not direct, not first-hand at all. 1890 Spectator 
31 May 765/x The author has had access to some first-hand 
information. 

+ First-head, -hood, Oés. [f. First a. + 
-HEAD, -HOOD.] The position of one who is first ; 
primacy. 

1382 Wycuir Ecclus. xxiv. 10 [6] In alle folc of kinde the 
firsthede I hadde. 1619 W. WuaTeELy God’s Husé. 1. (1622) 
66 Diotrephes. .desired to be reputed the onely man (which 
is the louing of first-hood, as the Apostle calls it), @1679 
T. Goopwin £.rp. Eph, vi. Wks. 1681 I. 83 In Election 
Christ held the Primacy, the First-hood. 

+ Firrsting. Obs. vare—'. [? f. Frrst a. +-1nG 3 
as in sweeting, etc.; or misprint for /irstling.] 
= FIRSTLING. : 

1607 TorseL, Hour. Beasts 233 Their firstinges, or those 
which are first of all engendered. 

Firstling (foustliy). [f. First a. + -LInc.] 
The first of its kind to be produced, come into 
being, or appear; the first product or result of 
anything. Usually in collect. pl., like fivs¢-fruzts. 

In its earliest recorded use, perh., after G. erstling. 

1535 CoVERDALE Pov. iii. 9 Honoure the Lorde .. with y® 
firstlinges of all thine encrease. 1574 tr. Marlorat’s Afo- 
calips 9 Christ is therefore called the. .firstlings of them that 
ryse againe. 1605 Suaxs. AZacé, iv. i. 147 The very first- 
lings of my heart shall be The firstlings of my hand. 1684 
Bunyan Pilery. 11. Introd., Perhaps. .they will imbrace Thee, 
as they did my firstling. 1830 J. G. Srrurr Sylva Brit, 110 
Lord Chancellor Bacon. . procured the firstlings of the species 
{the Plane] from Sicily. 186z Sara Dutch Pict. viii. 120 
She had sacrificed her youth, the firstlings of her beauty. 

b. esp. The first offspring of an animal, the first- 
born of the season. 

1593 Drayton Eclogues m1. 130 Beta shall have the firstling 
of the Fold. 1697 Drypren Virg. Past. 1. 9 The tender 
Firstlings of my Woolly breed. 1725 Pore Odyss. Iv. 841 
The firstlings of the flock are doom’d to dye. 1839 Mrs. 
Hemans Poems, Forest Sanctuary, No fair young firstling. 
1879 Butcner & Lanc Odyss. 141 Each kind was penned by 
itself, the firstlings apart. 

e. attrib. : 

1611 Biste Deut, xv. 19 All the firstling males that come 
of thy heard. 1814 Cary Dante’s Paradise xxiv. 142 From 
this germ, this firstling spark, The lively flame dilates. 1863 
Macm. Mag, Mar. 349 On our soil her foot is set With the 
firstling violet. 1870 Bryanr /diad I. 1v. 109 A hecatomb 
Of firstling lambs. 


Firstlin(g)s, adv. Sc. [see -LINGS] = First 
adv. 1. 


1827 Tennant Pafistry Stormed 23 Virstlins ae cork, than 
the tither, Hetly they chasit ane anither, 

Firstly (fo-stli), adv. [f. as prec. +-Ly 2.] 

1. In the first place, before anything else, first. 

Used only in enumerating heads, topics, etc. in discourse} 
and many writers prefer 7z7s¢, even though closely followed 
by secondly, thirdly, etc. 

The word is not in Johnson’s Dict, Smart (1846) s.v. First 
has the note: ‘Some late authors use /7zstZy for the sake of 
its more accordant sound with secondly, thirdly, etc.’ 

1532 Drewes /xtrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 928 Fyrstly, premier- 
ment. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. & Lpzgr. (1867) 216 Walke 
thou fyrstly, walke thou lastly; Walke in the walke that 
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standeth fastly. 1668 Witkins Real Char. 393 The Adverb, 
Firstly, secondly, thirdly. 1723 Lapy M. W. Monrtacu 
Lett, (1893) I. 466 A most delightful [ballad] .. which has 
been laid firstly to Pope, and secondly to me. 1726 /é7d. I. 
495 Firstly, she was pleased to attack me in very Billings- 
gate ata masquerade. 1816 Scotr Old Mort. iv, The con- 
sequence thereof .. will be, firstly, that I will tweak thy 
proboscis or nose. 1847 Dr Quincey Sf. AZil. Nun § 5 
First (for I detest your ridiculous and most pedantic neo- 
logism of firstly), 1857 GLADSTONE Oa, Ess. 1 These objects 
are twofold: firstly, to promote [etc.]. 

+2. In the beginning, originally. Obs.—} 

1591 SyLvestER Du Bartas 1. v.(1621) 108 To save-vs And 
salue the wounds th’ old Serpent firstly gave-vs. 

3. quasi-sd. The word firs¢Zy used in making sub- 
divisions of a subject. 

1698 Farqunar Love § Bottle wv. ii, They hate to heara 
fellow in church preach methodical nonsense, with a firstly, 
secondly, and thirdly. 1759 Gotpsm. Polite Learning, Lit. 
Decay, ‘The most diminutive son of fame .. has his we and 
his zs, his firstlies and his secondlies. 1846 Lowe Lett. 
(1894) I. 113 In the next place (turn back a page or two and 
you will find that I have laid down a ‘ firstly’). 


+ Firstmost, a. 0ds.—1 [f. as prec. +-Most.] 
First, foremost. 


c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg.9 Pe science of elementis, whiche 
pat ben firstmoost force of natural bingis. 

+FEirstness. Ods. rare. [f.as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality or state of being first. 

1626 W. Scrater Lxfos. 2 Thess. (1629) 106 This firstnes, 
or precedence of Apostasie, to the day of Christ. 1659 
HammMonp Dispatcher Disp. Pref. Wks. 1660 1I. 163 When 
I give ..a firstness of Precedency and Presidency to the 
Pope. 1675 Brooxs Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 183 Oh! the 
firstness, the freeness .. the matchlessness of Christ’s love 
to fallen man in-becoming man ! 


. First rate, first-rate, pir., a. (adv.), and sd. 
A. As phrase and adj. 

l. First rate: the highest of the ‘rates’ (see 
Rate sd.) by which vessels of war are distinguished 
according to size and equipment. In phrase of 
(the) first rate, also from an early date used zvans/- 
(now vare; superseded by the attributive use 2). 

1666 Loud. Gaz. No. 65/2 Twelve new Ships, all of the 
first Rate. 1697 Vansrucu Relapse 1. iii, Now has he 
ruined his estate to buy a title, that he may be a fool of the 
first rate. 1749 Firtpinc Yom ¥Yones ui. iii, His natural 
parts were not of the first rate. 1810 Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 
230 He having struggled hard with Crib and other boxers 
of first-rate. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. ii, Ere Folly..cut down 
her vessels of the first-rate. 

2. attrib. (passing into aaj.) First-rate: of the 
first rate (said of vessels); hence gev. Of the highest 
class or degree of excellence. 

1671 Evetyn Mem, (1857) I]. 66 A few of his Majesty’s 
first-ratefrigates, a 1681 J. Lacy Sir H. Buffoonu. iv, There 
are your first, second, third, fourth, and fifth-rate wits too. 
1714 ManveviL_e Jad, Bees (1733) I. 149 A first-rate man 
of war. 1732 BerKeLey A/c7phr. 1. § 11, 1 never sawa first- 
rate picture in my life. 1853 Bricur Sf. Judia 3 June, 
The question is one..of first-rate importance. 1888 Durr 
Pol. Surv. 5 As long as France remained a first-rate 
power. ; : 

3. Hence used as an emphatic expression of praise 
or approval: Extremely good, excellent. 

1812 Knox & Jess Cor. II. 90 Worthington was a first- 
rate christian; but I think he was not a first-rate divine. 
1879 F', W. Rosinson Coward Conscience 11. ix, ‘Miss Hil- 
derbrandt is first-rate, and no mistake,’ 

4. quasi-adv. (collog.) Excellently, very well. 
Also, in excellent health, quite well. 

1844 W. T. THomprson Major Fones’ Courtship 168 (Bart- 
lett) Mary liked all the speakers first rate. 1857 BortH- 
wick Three Vrs. California xii. 211 As if you really wanted 
to know the state of their health, they [Indians] invariably 
answer ‘ fuss-rate’. 1880 HoweLts Undisc. Country iv. 79, 
I want to go away to-morrow feeling first-rate. 1884 Par 
Eustace 15 ‘Dod, sir, my claes fit ye first-rate.’ 

B. sd. 

1. Maut. A war vessel of the first rate; used esp, 
of the old three-deckers carrying 74 to 120 guns, 

1708 Morteux Rabelais iv. Ixii. (1737) 254 The biggest 
First Rate. 1790 Beatson Wav. & Mil. Men, 1. 72 She 
was larger than any of our first rates. 1825 BenTHAM 
Ration. Rew. 76 The command of a first-rate is accepted by 
those only who cannot obtain a frigate. 1878 BrowNING 
Poets Croisic 154 Forced to put about the first-rate. 

2. transf. A person or thing of the highest class 
or rank. 

@ 1683 OLpuAm Art Poetry, Poets have been held a sacred 
name, And plac’d with first Rates in the Lists of Fame. 
1706 Farquuar Recruiting Officer mu. ii, She [a woman] is 
called the Melinda, a first-rate, I can assure you. 1781 
Cowrer Let. to Newton 22 July, Our great wheelbarrow, 
which may be called a first rate in its kind, conveyed all 
our stores. 1828 D’Israrti Chas. /, II. xi. 274 In the 
House, these leaders of party were both firstrates, 

Hence First-rately adv.; First-rateness, the 
state of being first-rate, first-rate quality; First- 
rater, one who or something which is first-rate. 

1806 Sporting Mag. XXVII. 243 Who may be deservedly 
titled first raters in their profession. 1837 Dickens Pickw. 
xli, ‘He must bea first-rater,’ said Sam. 1843 Blackw. Mag. 
LIV. 713 Of all instruments the violin, first-rately played, 
is the most.,. heavenly. 1882 PadZ Mali G. 19 June 5/x 
The note of first-rateness, of permanence, is hardly here. 


+Firstship. Ods. [f. Fist a.+-suir.] The 
position of being first. 
1632 Lynpr Via Tuta 39 Peter had a Primacy of order, 


that is, a First-ship among the Apostles, @ 166 Futter 
Worthies, Suffolk (1662) u1, 67 Two Firstships met in this 








FISC. 


Man [Necton], for he Handselled the House-Convent .. 
Secondly, He was the first Carmelite, who [etc.]. 

Firth 1 (faip). Chiefly zorthern. Obs. or arch. 
Forms: 4 firpe, fyrpe, 4-6 fyrth, 6— firth. 
[Metathesis of FritH 56.2] A synonym of Frith 
sb. in some of its senses: A deer-forest, hunting- 
ground ; apiece of ground covered with brushwood 
with a few trees ; a coppice, small wood. In poetry 
frequent in alliterative phrases, firth and fell, firth 
and field, firth and fold: see Friti sb.2 

¢ 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Blasius 77 Pane send he ma 
knychtis..To hwnt in [to] bat sammyne fyrth. ?a1400 
Morte Arth, 1708 We have foundene in 30ne firthe. .ffifty 
thosandez of folke of ferse mene of armez. c 1425 WyNTOUN 
Cron. 1. xiii. 52 Ane Lande..Of Fyrth, and Felde. ¢ 1475 
Rauf Coilzear 682 Fyne foullis in Fyrth. 1513 Doucias 
4énets vu, Prol. 162 Quhen frostis days ourfret bayth fyrth 
and fauld. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 593 The fox that 
rynnis in the firth. 158z SavitE Agric. (1622) 192 The 
firths and the thickets he proued the first in his owne per- 
son. 1794 Burns A Vision (1st version) 17 Looking over 
firth and fauld, Her horn the pale-fac’d Cynthia rear’d. 

Firth 2 (farp). Also 5 fyrth. See also Fritu 
56.3 [app. a. ON. fiprdr: see FIORD, 

Firth or /rith was originally a Sc. word, introduced into 
English literary use ¢ 1600.] 

An arm of the sea; an estuary of a river. 

¢ 1425 Wyntoun Cvon. vi. xx. 108 Pai..of fors, as wynd 
pame movyd, Come in pe Fyrth. 1513 Douctas neis 
ll. vi. 123 The ile of Cecill devidit hes allhaile, Ane narrow 
fyrth flowis.. Betuix thai costis. 1535 STEWART Cron. 
Scot. (1858) I. 9 So hapnit tham..to wend Out throw ane 
firth endlang ane cragie cost. 1601 Hortann Pliny I. 43 
In many firths and armes of the sea. 1637 RuTHERFORD 
Lett. (1862) I. Ixxxiv. 215 Glad may our souls be that are 
safe over the firth. 1774 NicHotts Corr. w. Gray (1843) 
175 The Castle, from whose summit the Firth of Forth is 
seen for many miles. 1839 W. CuamBers Tour Holland 
31/1 A neck of sea. . possessing all the appearance of a navi- 
gable firth. 1865 Grixin Scexz. §& Geol. Scot. 125 The sea 
runs inland in long narrow firths. 

Fir-tree. ([f. Fir+ Tree] =Firt. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. xiv. 8 Fyrre trees also gladeden vp on 
thee. 1430-50 tr. Wigden (Rolls) 1. 335 There be bryddes 
whiche thei calle bernacles..whom nature producethe ageyne 
nature from firre trees. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. 
11. (1586) ror b, In the mountaines delighteth the Fyrre tree. 
1664 Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 196 A little after the 
Equinox, prune Pine and Fir-trees, 1712 tr. Pomzet’s Hist. 
Drugs 1. 148 They grow in Clusters upon a Kind of Tur- 
pentine or Fir-Tree. 1855 Loner. Hzaw. vu. 63 Give me 
of your balm, O Fir-Tree ! 

Firy, obs. form of Frery. 

Firze, obs. form of Furzz. 

Fisc, fisk (fisk). Also 7 fisque. [a. Fr. fisc, 
or independently ad. L. /isczs rush-basket, purse, 
treasury. The current spelling in Sc. Law is fs, 
in other uses /isc.] 

1. Antig. The public treasury of Rome; under 
the Empire, the imperial treasury or privy purse of 
the Emperor. 

1598 GRENEWEY Tacitus’ Ann. 1. xi. (1603) 49 Czesar. . be- 
stowed the goods of Aemilia Musa, a rich woman, fallen to 
the fisque ; vpon Aemilius Lepidus. 1601 HoLianp Pliny II. 
463 The Fisque or city chamber by that means was soone 
acquit of all debts. 1679 Burnet Hist. Ref. 1. 274 The 
endowments of the heathenish temples were..adjudged to 
the fisc, or the Emperor’s exchequer. 1865 MrrivaLe Rom, 
Emp. VII. Ixiii. 55 The endowment of the professors... 
seems to have been made from the fisc. 

b. Any royal or state treasury; an exchequer. 
Now rare (Hist. or with allusion to ‘confisca- 
tion’). Also attrié. in fisc-lands (Hist.) = fiscal 
lands. 

1599 Broughion’s Lett. iii, 11 As if your inuentions were 
al Treasure trouue, fiske royal. 1606 SytvesteR Dw Bar- 
tas 11. iv, 1. Magnificence 609 Peru. .By yeerly Fleets into 
his Fisk doth flow. 1697 Evetyn Nzzszsi2. vii. 233 ‘he 
Fisque and publick Treasure. 1788 Priesttry Lect. Hist. 
vy. xlviii. 360 A fine must therefore be paid to the fisc, 
r8or A. Ranken “ist. France I. 251 Public or fisc lands, 
which formed the revenue of the government. 1854 MiL- 
man Lat. Chr. I, 1. ii. 287 King Chlotaire demanded for 
the fisc the third part of the revenue of the churches. 1868 
Mitt in Star 13 Mar., How can that be confiscation by 
which the fisc is not to receive anything. 

ce. jocosely. A man’s purse or ‘ exchequer’. 

1820 Lams E/éia Ser.1. Two Races of Men, The streams 
were perennial which fed his fisc. 

2. Scots Law. The public treasury or ‘ Crown’, 
to which estates lapse by escheat: in the phrase 
“as to the fisc’ (translating geoad fiscuz/), 1. €. so 
far as the Crown rights of escheat are concerned. 
+ Hence incorrectly used for; The right of the 
Crown to the estate of a rebel. . 

[164x Sc. Acts Chas. I (1870) V. 415 § 107 Provyding all- 
wayes that..the bandis or contractes heirby ordeened to 
perteene to be neerest of kine. .shall not fall wnder pe com- 
pas of escheat nor 3it any pairt therof perteene to pe relict 
jure relictee Bot shall remaine in be owne nature quoad 
fiscum et relictam as they wer befor be making of this acte]. 
1680 in Fountainhall’s Hist. Notices (1848) 1.269 The King 
..was sending..a letter converting the sentence to banish- 
ment, and confiscating his ship and all his goods, but prefer- 
ring his creditors theirin to his fisk. 1754 ERSKINE Prive. 
Sc. Law ut. ii. § 12 Personal bonds are now moveable in 
respect of succession, but heritable as to the fisk, and hus- 
band and wife. 1773 —/ustit. Law Scot. u. ii. § 10 head- 
ing, By the word jrsk in this statute [see quot. 1641] is 
meant the crown’s right to the moyeable estate of persons 
denounced rebels, 


FISCAL. 


3. =Fiscau sb. +a. Sc. Law \obs.). 
by Browning after It. fisco. 

1732 J. LoutHian Form of Process iii. 19 Every Sheriff or 
Fisk of Court, to whom the Execution of the Warrand is 
committed, orders a Party..for the Prisoner’s safe trans- 
portation..and gives Receipt to the Fisk of the County he 
receives him from. 1868 Browninc Ring § Bk. 1x. 14 The 
Court Requires the allocution of the Fisc. 

Fiscal (fiskal), a. and sd, Also 6 fyscall, 6-7 
fiscall, (7 phiscall). [a. Fr. fiscal, Sp. fiscal, It. 
Jfiscale, ad. late L. fiscalzs, f. fiscus F1sc. ] 

A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to the fisc or treasury of a 
state or prince; pertaining to the public revenue. 

1863 Foxe Martyrs 333 (1632) I. 475/2 Which excludeth 
all right both fiscall and Ecclesiasticall. @ 1618 RALEIGH 
Cab. Council xix. (1658) 50 It behoveth the Prince to have 
a vigilant eye on..such fiscal Ministers. 1652 HoweLt 
Revol, Naples u.49 That he should send a Trumpet for the 
Fiscal Proctor. 1765 BLacKstonr Covzt. I. 281 We pro- 
ceed now to examine the king’s fiscal prerogatives, or such 
as regard his revenue. 1838 Prescorr Ferd. § Js. (1846) II. 
xvi. 113 Alonso de Quintanilla. .a fiscal officer of the crown. 
1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. iv. iii. (1876) 549 The last remnant 
of Protection has been banished from our fiscal system. _ 

b. Fiscal lands (transl. of L. cerree jiscales): in 
Frankish history, lands belonging to the king. 

In some mod. Dicts. , F 

2. Of or pertaining to financial matters in general. 
Fiscal year: a financial year: see FINANCIAL. I. 
(Chiefly U.S.) 

1865 H. Parties Amer. Paper Curr. 11. 44 The estimates 
for the fiscal year were only calculated to the tenth of June. 
1872 Raymonp Statist. Mines §& Mining 99 The above 
figures represent the condition of the company at the close 
of the fiscal year ending June 30. 1880 EH. Kirke Garfield 
42 The work of the past fiscal year. 

B. sd. 

+1. = Fiso 1 b. 

1590 LAmBARDE Cowzpos. for Alienations in Bacon's Whs. 
(1740) ILI. 549 War. .asit is entertained by diet, so can it not 
be long maintained by the ordinary fiscal and receipt. 

2. As the title of an official, in various connexions. 

+a. A minister or official of the treasury; a 
treasurer. Ods. 

1652 Howe tr Revol. Naples u. 50 The Captain propos’d 
to the Fiscal, That .. a Tax should be impos’d upon all the 
Nobles. 1665 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 60 To those onely his 
Fiscal or Treasurer yearly giving out above forty millicns of 
Crowns. 1676 W. Huspsarp Happiness of People 26 In- 
feriour Officers, such as are Fiscalls and Treasurers. 

b. In Italy, Spain, Spanish colonies, etc., the 
title given to legal officials of various ranks, having 
the function of public prosecutors; under the Holy 
Roman Empire, the highest law officer of the 


crown. 

1539 T. Pery in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. Il. 147 Myne 
acwzacyon presentyde by the fyscall. 1622 R. Hawkins 
Voy. S. Sea (1847) 103 That suite, which in Spaine is pro- 
secuted by the kings atturney, or fiscall. 1757 Hist. Luvrope 
in Anz. Reg. (1758) 15/1 The King of Prussia was con- 
demned for contumacy and the Fiscal had orders to notify 
to him that he was put under the ban of the Empire. 1779 
H. Swinsurne 7rav. Spain xiii. 379 Don Pedro Rodriguez 
Campomanés, fiscal of the council of Castille, 1845 S. 
Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. I. 199 The emperor caused the 
plenipotentiaries of the city to be cited before the fiscal of 
the empire. 1868 Browninc Ring § Bk. 1x. 133 Exactly 
so have I.. Your Fiscal, made me cognizant of facts. 

e. In Holland and Dutch colonies: A magis- 
trate whose duty it is to take cognizance of offences 


against the revenue. 

1653 Sir E. Nicuoras in WV. Papers (Camden) II. 18 The 
children’s late insurrection in this town for having their 
trumpet taken from them by the Fiscal. 1700 S. L. tr. 
Frryke's Voy, E. Ind. 114, 1 never saw him more; without 
doubt he run away for fear the Fiscael should call him to 
an account for the death of my Companion. 1772-84 Cook 
Voy. (1790) IV. 1241 They waited on the governor, the lieu- 
tenant-governor or the fiscal. 1796 W. ‘Taytor in Monthly 
Rev. XXI. 514 Peter Paulus, a man of forty years of age, 
originally Fiscal of the Admiralty. 1842 Orprerson Creod. 
vili. 83 The Fiscal .. consigned him to the penal gang. 

d. Sc. Short for PRocuURATOR FISCAL. 

1681 in Lond. Gaz. No. 1649/2 All Sheriffs. .Officers of 
the Mint, Commissars and..their Clerks and Fiscals. 1818 
Scorr 17+. M7d?. xviii,‘ Is it only you?’. .answered the fiscal. 
1885 C. Gisson Hard Kuot I. xvii. 237 The eyes of the 
Sheriff and the Fiscal were turned to Sarah. 

3. The name given in Cape Colony to a shrike 
(Lanius collaris). Also, fiscal-bird. 

182z Latruam fist. Birds Il. 23 Vhe Canary-Biter, or 
Fiscal-bird .. the tail feathers in the cinereous species are 
twice as broad as in the Fiscal. 1884 SHarre Layara’s 
Birds S. Africa 374 Fiskal Shrike. 


b. Used 


Fiscality (fiskeliti), [f.as prec.+-mry. Cf 
Fr. fiscalité.| Exclusive regard to fiscal considera- 
tions. 


1825 BentuAm Ration. Rew. 301 We shall have ceased to 
consider colonies with the greedy eyes of fiscality. 1831 
Peacock Crotchet Castle ix, The other classes of society, 
combined by gunpowder, steam, and fiscality, 1887 J. C. 
Morison Serv. of Man 35 A grinding fiscality which, at 
last, exterminated wealth. 

Fiscalize (fiskaloiz), v. vave—°. [f. Fiscaa. 
+-1zE.] ¢vans. To deal with fiscally; to cause to 


yield revenue. Hence Fiscaliza‘tion. 

1886 H. C. Dent Year in Brazil 315 Which, under careful 
fiscalization, would give an annual sum of over one million 
milreis to the Treasury, 
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Fiscally (fi'skali), adv. [f. as prec. +-LY%.] In 
a fiscal manner ; from a fiscal point of view. 

1845 Mranu in Vonconf. V. 197 Society, fiscally considered, 
is an insurance association. 1864 Daily Tel. 7 Oct., Rai- 
sins, molasses, and hewn timber also figure for lessened 
totals, but fiscally they are comparatively unimportant. 

+ Fitscelle. Obs. Also 5 fyschelle. [a. F. fis- 
celle, ad. L. fiscella, dim. of fiscus basket.] A little 
basket. 

The quot. from the Pvompforium apparently shows mis- 
apprehension of the meaning of the word. Way’s ed. reads 
‘fyschelle of fyschew or festu’, and explains this as mean- 
ing ‘ basket of osier’; but this 1s obviously incorrect. 

[ce 1440 Promp. Parv. (1499), Fysshell, fysshewe or festu, 
Jestuca.) 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 55/1 She sawe the lytyl 
crybbe or fiscelle. 1491 — Vitas Patr. (W. de W. 1495) 1. 
xxxvii. 43 b/x He made fyscellis wouen wyth Rede and 
Ionkes. 

Fischerite (fiforait). Jz. [Named in 1844 
after G. Fischer: see -1tu.] A hydrous phosphate 
of aluminium, found in green veins in sandstone. 

1846 Amer. Frnl. Sc. Ser. u. Il, 415 Fischerite is a phos- 
phate of alumina. 

|| Fiscus (fi'sk#s). [L.: see Fiso.] =Fise1, rb. 

1650 Jer. Taytor Hum, Servi. 31 So have I seen a river.. 
paying to the /scws, the great Exchequer of the Sea.. 
a tribute large and full. 186r Pearson Larly §& Mid. Ages 
Eng. 195 Four years were sufficient [bar] against the imperial 
fiscus. 

Fise. Also foise, fice. [Cf. Sw. jis, Da. jis.] 

41, =Fist 50,2 1. 

14.. Nominale in Wr.-Wiilcker 679 Hee lirida,afyse. 1823 
Ecan Grose’s Dict. Vulgar Tongue, Fice or Foyse, a small 
windy escape backwards. 

2. U.S. dial. (See quot. Cf. Fist 50.2 3.) 

1872 SCHELE DE VERE Americanisms 470 Fice or phyce .. 
designates very generally in the South a small worthless cur, 


+3. attrib. /ise-ball=/fist-dall, 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 2879 (Cott.) par-bi groues sum apell tre, 
Wit appuls selcut fair to se, Quen pai ar in hand, als a fise 
bal, To poudir wit a stink pai fal. 

Fisgig(g, var. of Fizcic. 

Fish (fif), 52.1 Forms: 1-2 fise, 3 Orvm. fissk, 
3-4 fis(s(e, fix, (4 fizs), south. viss, vyss, 3-5 
fich, 5-6 fych(e, 3-5 fissh(e, (3 fishsh, fischsch), 
4-6 fysch(e, -ssh(e, (6 fiszsh), 5-6 fysh(e, 4-6 
fishe, 3- fish. [Com. Teut. ; OE. fisc str. masc. = 
OF ris. fisk, OS. fisc (Du. visch), OHG. fisc (MHG. 
visch, Ger. fisch), ON. fiskr (Sw. and Da. fish), 
Goth. fisks :—OTeut. */isko-z :—pre-Teut. *pzsko-s, 
cogn. with L. pzscés and Olr. zase (:—*peiskos).] 

I. 1. In popular language, any animal living 
exclusively in the water; primarily denoting verte- 
brate animals provided with fins and destitute of 
limbs ; but extended to include various cetaceans, 
crustaceans, molluscs, etc. In modern scientific 
language (to which popular usage now tends to 
approximate) restricted to a class of vertebrate 
animals, provided with gills throughout life, and 
cold-blooded; thelimbs,if present, aremodified into 
fins, and supplemented by unpaired median fins. 

Except in the compound sheZ/-fish, the word is no longer 
commonly applied in educated use to invertebrate animals. 

c 825 Vesp. Psalter viii. 9 Fuglas heofenes & fiscas saes. 
e1175 Lamb. Hom. 129 Alle pe fiscas be swummen in pere 
se. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hon. 177 Fishshes and fugeles. 
c 1280 Gen, & Ex. 160 God made ..ilc fuel and euerilc fis. 
c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 10/302 A fair 3water with grete 
fischsches. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Prol, 180 A Monk, whan he is 
recchelees, Is likned til a fissh bat is waterlees. 1485 Caxton 
Chas. Gt. 205 Fysshes alle blacke. 1535 CovERDALE 
1 Kings iv. 33 He talked. .of foules, of wormes, of fiszshes. 
1653 WALTON Angler 179 He [the Pearch] is one of the 
fishes of prey. 1695 Woopwarp Wat, Hist. Earth 1. i. 
(1723) 153 Whales. .and other great Fishes. 1719 W. Woop 
Surv. Trade 334 Shells of Fishes, known by the Name of 
Cowries. 1726 Gay Fables 1. iv. 37 The Fishes..skim 
beneath the main. 1774 Goipsm. Wat. Hist. IV. 3 The 
whale, the limpet, the tortoise and the oyster..as men have 
been willing to give them all the name of fishes, it is wisest 
for us to conform. 1842 H. Mitter O. 2. Sandst. iii. (ed. 2) 
68 Fishes seem to have been the master existences of five 
succeeding formations, ere the age of reptiles began. 

b. collect. sing. used for pi. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 9395 (Cott.), Foghul and fiche, grett 
thing and small. c¢cxz400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xiii. 57 Criste.. 
filled paire nettes fulloffisch. 1486 Bh. St. Albans F vija, 
A scoll of ffysh. 1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (1852) 48 Her- 
rynge and other fyche that was tane on thesee. 1563 JZyrr. 
Mag., Somerset xxiii, For the fyshe casting forth his net, 
1611 Birste Mum. xi. 22 Shal all the fish of the sea bee 
gathered together for them? 1667 Mitton P. LZ. vit. gor 
Fish..with thir Finns and shining Scales Glide under the 
green Wave. T7152 Pore /éiad xxt. 136 Let the Fish 
surround Thy bloated Corse. 1780 Cowper Let. vo Mrs. 
Newton 2 June, When I write to you, you answer me in fish. 
I return you many thanks for the mackerel and lobster. 
1802-3 tr. Pallas’ Trav. (1812) II. 132 Such port is fre- 
quented by fish of passage. 1808 Forsytu Beauties Scotd. 
v. 384 Herrings. .mackerel, cod-fish, whitings, hadocks, and 
some others, may with propriety be called fish of passage. 

e. phr. A nice or pretty kettle of fish (colloq.) : 
an awkward state of things, a ‘muddle’. Zo de or 
Seel like a fish out of water: to be or feel out of 

,’ 
one’s element. Drunk (dull, mute) as a fish: 
very drunk (etc.), Zo drink like a fish: to drink 
excessively. Zo feed the fishes: (a) to meet one’s 
death by drowning ; (0) to be sea-sick. A// is ish 





FISH. 


that comes to or | in (his) net: i, e. nothing comes 
amiss to him, he turns everything to account. 

1523 Lv. Berners /’rotss. I. ccccxvi. 727 Suche as came 
after toke all..for all was fysshe that came to net. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage vi. xii. 636 The Arabians out of the 
desarts are as Fishes out of the Water. c16z0 Z. Boyp 
Zion's Flowers (1855) 48 All's fish that comes in net. 1654 
Gataxer Disc. Afol, 7 He is as mute as a fish. 1700 
Concreve Way of World w. ix, Thou art both as drunk 
and as mute as a fish. 1769 Fatconer Dict, Marine 
(1789) Ggg ij, To cruise as a pirate; to make all fish 
that comes to the net. 1840 Marryat Poor Fack xi, 
You’re as mute as a fish. 1837 Hoop Drinking Song xi, 
He's the..drinker that verily ‘drinks like a fish!’ 1865 
J. G. Bertram Harvest of Sea (1873) 228 Being a com- 
mission agent, it is all fish that comes to my net. 1870 
H. Meave Ride N. Zealand 313 His first act was to ap- 
pease the fishes.. by feeding them most liberally. 1886 
Barinc Goutp Court Royal vi, The lawyer..was as a fish 
out of water here. 1889 Bripces Feast of Bacchus w, And 
there you stand, As dull as a fish ! 

d. In other proverbial expressions. 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1562) Dijb, Fishe is caste 
awaie that is cast in drie pooles. @ 1625 FLETCHER Mous. 
Thomas i. iii, No swearing ; He’ll catch no fish else. 1630 
J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. 1. 117/2 The Prouerbe sayes, 
If you sweare you shall catch no fish. 1710 Brit. Apollo 
III. No. 29 3/2 "Lis good Fish, if it were but Caught. 1857 
Trottore Three Clerks xvi, There were still as good fish 
in the sea as had ever yet been caught out of it. 


+e. in the quasi-oath God’s fish! (more com- 


monly ODDS-FISH). 

¢1728 Eart Airessury Je. 649 Gods fish! when two 
rogues fall out, their master then is like to know the truth. 

2. In combination with various qualifying words, 
as lantern-, lump-, monk-, pipe-, rock-, toad-, 
whistle-, wolf-: see those words. Blubber- 
fish, fish yielding blubber, as the whale, porpoise, 
etc. Royal-fish, also fish-royal (see quots.). Also 
ANGEL-, Fuat-, FtyinG-, GoLD-, JELLY-, SHELL-, 
SuN-, SWORD-FISH. 

1786 R. Rott Dict. Trade & Commnt, Royal jish, are 
dolphins and sturgeans; as also in France, are salmon and 
trout; so called, because they belong to the King, when 
cast upon the sea-shore. . Blubber-7ish are whales, porpoises, 
tunnies, sea-calves, and other fat fish. 1776 Customs Manor 
of Epworth in Stonehouse 4 rholme (1839) 145 When any 
*fish royal be taken in the river of Trent, within this Manor 
..it belongs to the Lord of the Manor. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s 
Word-bk., Royal Fish, whale and sturgeon. 

3. a. Applied fig. to a person (also collect. to 
persons) whom it is desirable to ‘ catch’ or ‘ hook’. 

1722 Dr For Col. Yack (1840) 116 The subtle devil. .found 
us proper fish for her hook. 1753 Foote Ang. in Paris 1. 
Wks. 1799 I. 42 The fish [a rich young booby] is hook’d. 
1885 Boy’s Own Paper 5 Sept. 771/1 People would think he 
was an easy fish to catch. ; ‘ 

b. Used (with prefixed adj.) unceremoniously for 
‘ person’. 

1750 Coventry Pompey Litt. 11. ix. (1785) 67/2 They.. 
smoaked him for a queer fish, as the phrase is. Ue 
Frankiin A xtobiog. Wks. 1887 I. 137 He was _an odd fish. 
1820 Lams Lilia, South-Sea-House, Humourists, for they 
were of all descriptions .. Odd fishes. 1831 ELaaminer 
305/2 The lady, who was a ‘ loose fish,’ became acquainted 
with him, 1857 Hucurs Tom Browz 1. (1882) 19/2 The 
queerest, coolest fish in Rugby. 

_4. The flesh of fish, es, as used for food ; opposed 
to flesh, i.e. the flesh of land-animals, and fovwd, 


that of birds. 

a1300 Cursor M. 13502 (Gott.) Pis bred and fisse was delt 
abute. 1393 Lanot. P. PZ. C. vit. 159 Hij etep more fisch 
pan flesh. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. xxvi. 
(1495) 46z Female fysshes ben more longe than male 
fysshes and haue more harde fysshe. c1400 Lanfranc's 
Cirurg. 60 Salt fisch. c1460 Lypc. & Burcu Secrees 
1653 In etyng of ffyssh make no contynuaunces. 1568 
Grarton Chron, II. 232 Ships..furnished with Bisket.. 
freshe Water, salt Fishe. 1650 Sir T. Browne Psexd. 
Ep. (ed. 2) 11. xxv. 143 We mortifie ourselves with the diet 
of fish, 1756 R. Rott Dict. Trade §& Comm, Green Fish 
is that which is just salted, and yet moist. 1x TRAVIS 
in Pennant Zool. (1777) IV. 12 The fish of a Lobster’s claw 
is more tender, delicate, and easy of digestion than that of 
the tail, 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem, (1814) 288 Fish 
forms a powerful manure. 

b. Meat having the qualities of fish. 
1607 Torsett Four. Beasts (1658) 444 The taile of a 
Beaver is fish, but the taile of an Otter is flesh. 
ce. phr. WVetther fish nor flesh (nor good red 
herring), also neither fish, flesh, nor fowl: i.e. 
neither one thing nor another; without the parti- 
cular qualities (or merits) of either. Zo have other 
Jish to fry: to have other business to attend to. 
To make fish of one and flesh (or fow!) of another : 
to make an invidious distinction; to show par- 
tiality. 

1528 Rede me & be nott wrothe 1 iij b, Wone that is nether 
flesshe nor fisshe. 1546 J. Hrywoop Prov. (1562) Cijb, 
She is nother fyshe nor fleshe, nor good red hearyng. 1596 
Suaks. 1 /Zen. JV, ut. ili. 144. 1600 HoLtanp Livy xxtv. xlv. 
(1609) 540 He had the party himselfe in jelousieand suspition, 
as one neither fish nor flesh, a man of no credit. 1660 EvELyN 
Mem. (1857) 111. 132, I fear he hath other fish to fry. 1682 
Drypen Duke of Guise Epilogue 40 Damned neuters, in 
‘their middle way of steering, Are neither fish nor flesh nor 
good red-herring. 1721 J. Kritiy Sc. Prov. 220, I will not 
make Fish of one, and Flesh of another. 1885 J/anch. 
Exam, 21 May 5/2 This is making fish of one and fowl of 
another with avengeance. 1889 Mrs. OLipHANT 2007 Gent. 
reap ‘T’ve got other things in hand .. I’ve got other fish 
to fry’. 
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5. Astron..a. The Fish or Fishes (L. Pisces), 
a zodiacal constellation, situated between Aquarius 
and Aries. b. Zhe Southern (| South) Fish (L. 
Piscis australis, anciently Pzscts nottus major), 
a southern constellation, bounded on the north by 
Capricorn and Aquarius. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucrer Sox's 7. 265 Now dauncen lusty Venus 
children dere, For in the fyssh her lady sat ful hye. 1551 
Recorpe Cast. Knowl. (1556) 267 Laste of the 12 signes 
commeth the Fyshes. J/ézd. 271 The Southe fyshe, con- 
tainynge z2 starres, 

II. attrib. and Comd. 

6. General relations : a. simple attrib. (sense 1), 
as jish-bone, -egg, -guts, -haunt, -shell, -skin, 
-spawn ; (sense 4), as jish-dinner, -meal. 

1530 Patscr. 220/2 *Fysshebonne, areste. a 1653 GOUGE 
Comm, Heb, xiii. 1 Fish-bones..in the dark make a bright 
lustre. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) I. 228 The points of these 
lances are sometimes made of fish-bone. 1661 Love. His¢. 
Anim, & Min. Introd., Before the eating of a *fish-dinner, 
the body is not to be heated with exercise. 1865 J. G. 
Bertram Harvest Sea (1873) 66 The collection and dis- 
tribution of *fish-eggs. 1768 Travis in Pennant Zoo/. 
(777) IV. 12 The bait is commonly *fish-guts tied to the 
bottom and middle of the net. 1833 J. Rennie A/fh. Angling 
so The angler..must find these “fish-haunts. 1597 SHAKs. 
2HHen, IV, 1. iii. 99 Making many *Fish-meales, they fall 
into a kind of Male Greene-sicknesse, 160x HoLLtanp Pliny 
II. 307 The said hairs burnt in some earthen pan or 
*fish-shell. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) VII. 366 They 
are impregnated in the manner of *fish-spawn. 

b. connected with the catching or selling of fish, 
as jish-bag, -basket, +-boat, -boy, + -craft, -creel, 
-market, -net, \-officer, -salesman, * -shambles, 
+ -ship, -shop, -spear, -stall, -street, -trap, -van, 
-WAL0N, -WoMman, 

1815 Sporting Mag. XLVI. 11 If my *fish-bag should fall 
in the way of such a man. 1838 Dickens O. Twist xxi, 
Women with “*fish-baskets on their heads, 1663 SPALDING 
Troub, Chas, I (1829) 82 Eighteen gentlemen .. passing the 
water of Findhorn in a “*fish-boat, were pitifully drowned. 
1853 READE Chr. Fohustone xiii. 217 The *fish-boys struck 
up a dismal chant of victory. 1480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 
x12 Seuarn is swyft of streme, *fishecraft is therin. 1552 
Hutoet, *Fishe market and fishe streate. 1863 Miss Brap- 
pon Lleanor’s Vict.i, The slimy and slippery fish-market. 
a1000 Boeth. Metr. xix. 21 Hwy ze nu ne settan on sume 
dune “fisc net eowru. c1200 77in. Coll. Hom. 175 Wer- 
pinde ut here fishnet in be se. _ 1472 Presentuzts. of Furies 
in Surtees Misc. (1890) 23 Pt p® sell noy feche wt owt y* be 
abyld be *fyche offesers. 1868 Prearp Water-Farm. xv. 
154 An eminent *fish-salesman. 160r Hotitanp Pliny I. 243 
The Maquerels .. furnish the *fish shambles. 1676 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 1144/r Several English *Fish Ships are arrived. 
1827 Hone Lvery-day Bk. Il. 58 Pedestrians..turn in to 
sup at the *fish-shops. 16x21 Biste ¥od xli. 7 Canst thou 
fill..his head with *fish-speares? 1818 Sorting Mag. II. 
roo Well pleas'd with the bargain, she left the *fish-stall. 
1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville 11. 44 Trout and other 
fish, which they catch..in ‘*fish traps’. 1858 SrImMMoNDS 
Dict. Trade, *Fish-van, a light spring-cart for transporting 
fish; a railway truck set apart for fish. 1865 TyLor Zarly 
Hist. Man. i, 11 The *fish waggon comes by. 1698 
J. Crutt Muscovy 141 You may hear them.. Abuse one 
another like *Fish-Women. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
IV. 170 In those private letters..the Princess expressed 
the sentiments of a fury in the style of a fish-woman. 

e. in the names of dishes, etc., composed of fish, 
as fish-ball, +-broo, -broth,-cake, -chowder, +-pickle, 
-pie, -pudding, -sowp. 

1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal, 316 *Fish Balls, with Brown 
Sauce. 14.. Nominale in Wr.-Wiilcker 740 Garus, a *fysc- 
browe. 1660 Howett Lex. Tetrag., *Fish-broth, or fish- 
pickle, »zurette de poisson, 1883 Misheries Exhib. Catal, 
316 *Fishcakes in Curry. 1725 BrapLEy Fam. Dict., 
*Fish Pie, a Dish usually serv’d upon Days of Abstinence. 
1883 Pisheries Exhib, Catal. 316 *Fish Pudding, in tins. 
1886 Sat. Rev. 6 Mar. 328/1 *Fish soup is made out of the 
‘trimmings’ of fish. 

d. objective, as fish-breeder, -cadger, -catcher, 
-curer, rier, -hawker, -seller; fish-breeding, 
-packing, vbl. sbs.; fish-eating, -selling, ppl. adjs. 

1883 E. R. Lanxester Adv. Science (1890) 214 So far as 
it affects the procedure of fish-catchers, *“fish-breeders, or 
fish-culturists, 1889 Barrie Window in Thrums 189 Hen- 
dry had been to the “fish-cadger in the square. 1530 Patscr. 
220/2 *Fysse catcher, peschevr. 1847-8 H. MILLer First 
Impr. x. (1857) 166, I have seen a *fish-curer’s vat throwing 
down its salt when surcharged with the mineral. 1835-6 
Topp Cycl, Anat. 1. 323/t The *fish-eating Osprey. 1892 
Encycl. Cookery 1. 660/1 Larger fish require a vessel called 
a *fish-fryer, which is fitted with a perforated or wire strainer. 
1893 Daily News 14 Apr. 6/6 The wife of a fish-frier. 1866 
Cornh. Mag. May 616 *Fish-hawkers wrangle and organ- 
grinders count their ill-gotten coppers. c 1440 Promp. Parv. 
163/r *Fysch sellare, pzscarius. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. 
(1852) I. 475 *Fish-selling rhetoricians. 

e. similative, as + ish-drunk, -shaped, -like, adjs. 

rs9t Percivatt Sf. Dict., Embarbascar, to make *fishe 
drunke. 1610 SHaxs. Zep. u. ii. 27 A very ancient and 
*fish-like smell. 1835-6 Topp Cyc?l. Anat. I. 93/2 The 
elongated fish-like form of those amphibia, 1840 DickeNs 
Barn. Rudge (1849) 3/2 Dull fish-like eyes. 1878 H. H. Gisps 
Ombre 8 The counters should be long or *fish-shaped. 

f. instrumental and originative, as _/ish-derived, 
Sed, -feeding, adjs. 

1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. p. xxxvi, *Fish-derived 
products. 1614 Sy_vesterR Bethulian's Rescue v. 297 * Fish- 
fed Carmanians. 1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 280/1 The 
*fish-feeding Grallz. 

&. appositive, as fish-god, -goddess. 

1856 Srantey Sinai §& Pal. vy. (1856) 256 Dagon the 
*Fish-god. did., Derceto, the *Fish-goddess. 
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7. Special comb.: fish-backed a., shaped like 
a fish’s back, swelling upwards; + fish-basil (see 
quot.); fish-bed, a deposit containing the fossil 
remains of fishes; fish-bellied a., shaped like a 
fish’s belly, ‘curved underneath, the depth of curve 
increasing towards the centre’ (Lockwood); so also 
Jish-belly, used attrib. ; fish-berry, a name for 
Cocculus indicus, the fruit of Anamirta cocculus, 
used for stupefying fish; fish-bone-thistle= 
Jish-thistles ; fish-bone-tree, ‘the Panax crassi- 
Jolium, a small araliaceous tree of New Zea- 
land’ (Cent. Dict.); fish-brine, a fish-sauce; fish- 
broth (see 6 c), Aemorously, salt-water ; fish-car, 
a box in which fish are carried alive in the water ; 
fish-carle Sc., a fisherman (Jam.); fish-carrier, 
(a) a vessel used to transport the ‘ catch’ from the 
fishing-boats to the shore; (4) a contrivance for 
keeping fish alive whilst transporting them from 
place to place; fish-carver, a carving knife for 
fish; #7. a carving knife and fork for fish; ++ fish- 
climber, ?=/ish-berry; fish-coop, (a)=/ish-fot; 
(4) ‘a box about three feet square used in fishing 
through ice’ (Cerz. Dict.); fish-crow (U.S.),acrow 
(Corvus ossifragus) that feeds mainly on fish ; fish- 
culture, the artificial breeding of fish, piscicul- 
ture; hence fish-cultural a., of, pertaining to, or 
concerned in fish-culture, piscicultural; fish-cul- 
turist, one engaged in fish-culture, a fish-breeder, 
a pisciculturist ; fish-eagle, an eagle that preys 
upon fish ; + fish-ear (see quot.); fish-eater, (@) 
one who lives chiefly upon fish; (4) chiefly p/. 
a knife and fork to eat fish with; fish-eye-stone 
Min., obs. synonym of APOPHYLLITE ; > fish-face, 
a term of abuse; fish-fag, a female hawker of fish, 
a fishwife ; fish-farm, a place where fish-culture 
is carried on; hence fish-farmer, fish-farming ; 
| fish-fast, the observance of fish-days (see F1sH- 
DAY) ; fish-flake (U..S.), a frame upon which fish is 
laid to dry ; fish-flour, (@) = fish-meal; (b) ‘adry 
inodorous fertilizer made from fishes, used for 
manure’ (Cent. Dict.) ; fish-gaff, a pole with an 
iron hook at the end by means of which heavy fish 
are secured when caught with a line; fish-globe, 
a spherical glass vessel in which fish are kept; 
fish-glue, glue obtained from the bladders and 
sounds of fish, isinglass; fish-gorge, a primitive 
implement for catching fish, consisting of some- 
thing (e. g. a stone) fastened by a string for the 
fish to swallow ; fish-guano = jish-manure; fish- 
hack, a name of the Gobzus niger (Adm. Smyth) ; 
fish-hawk, the osprey, or bald-buzzard (Pandion 
haliaétus) ; fish-house, + (a) a place where fish 
are kept; (2) a place where fish is sold; fish- 
kettle, a long oval vessel for boiling fish; fish- 
knife, a broad knife, usually of silver, for cutting 
and serving fish at table; also, a knife for eating 
fish with ; fish-ladder, a series of steps to enable 
fish to ascend a fall or dam by a succession of leaps ; 
+ fish-leep, a fish-basket ; fish-liquor, the liquid 
in which a fish has been boiled; fish-liver-oil, a 
term applied to the oil obtained from other fish 
than the cod (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884); fish-lock = 
Jish-weir; fish-louse, a general name for crust- 
aceans parasitic on fishes; fish-man, +(@) one 
who makes a meal of fish; (0) a fish hawker; 
(c) a fisherman; (@) a student of ichthyology ; 
fish-manure, a manure or fertilizer composed of 
fish ; + fish-mariner, the sail-fish ; fish-maw, the 
sound or air-bladder of a fish; fish-meal, dried 
fish ground to a meal; fish-meter (see quot.) ; 
+ fish-mint, water-mint; fish-oil, oil obtained 
from fishes and marine animals, sfec. cod-liver oil 
and whale oil; fish-owl, an eared fishing owl, of 
the genus Ke¢wfa, with rough feet; fish-pass= 
Jish-way ; fish-pearl, an artificial pearl (see quot.) ; 
fish-pomace, the refuse of fish after the oil has 
been expressed, used as a fertilizer; fish-pot, a 
wicker basket for catching fish, esp. eels, also 
crabs, lobsters, etc.; fish-potter, one who uses or 
has charge of fish-pots; +fish-range, a place for 
catching and drying fish; fish-room (see quots.); 
fish-sauce, sauce made to be eaten with fish; fish- 
scrap, fish refuse, used as a fertilizer; fish-slice, 
a fish-carving knife; also, an implement used by 
cooks for turning fish in the pan; fish-slide, 
‘a fish-trap for shallow rivers and low waterfalls : 
used in the southern United States’ (Cent. Dict.) ; 
fish-sound, the swimming bladder of a fish; 
+ fish-stew =F1sH-PoND: see STEW; fish-stick 
(see quot.); }fish-stone, ?a stone table for the 
sale of fish; fish-story, an incredible tale or 
‘yarn’; + fish-stove = fish-stew; fish-strainer, 
(@) ‘a metal cullender with handles for taking 
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fish from a boiler; (4) an earthenware slab with 
holes, placed at the bottom of a dish to drain 
the water from cooked fish’ (Simmonds) ; fish- 
thistles, the Chamepeuce casabonex (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
1884); fish-tiger, a bird that preys upon fish; 
fish-tongue, ‘an instrument sometimes used for 
the removal of the wisdom-ieeth : so named from 
its shape’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884) ; fish-torpedo, 
a torpedo resembling a fish in shape and with an 
automatic swimming action; fish-trowel, a fish- 
carver in the shape of a trowel; fish-warden 
(W.S.), €an officer who has jurisdiction over the 
fisheries of any particular locality’ (Cent. Dict.) ; 
fish-way, an arrangement for enabling fish to 
ascend a fall or dam; fish-weir, + (a) a draught 
of fishes; (4) =FISH-GARTH; fish-wood, (a) (see 
quot.); (6) ‘the strawberry bush, LZwonymus 
americanus’ (Cent. Dict.); fish-worker, ‘a fish- 
culturist’ (Cent. Dizct.); fish-working, ‘fish- 
culture’ (Cert. Dict.) ; fish-works, (a) ‘the appli- 
ances and contrivances used in fish-culture; (0) 
a place where the products of the fisheries are 
utilized; a fish-factory’ (Cent. Dict.) ; + fish-yard 
=FisH-cartH. Also FISH-DAY, -GIG, -HOOK, 
-MONGER, -POND, -POOL, -SKIN,-TAIL, -WHOLE, -WIFE. 
1825 J. NicHorson Oferat. Mechanic 644 *Fish-backed 
rail. 18397 GrraRDE Heréal u. ccxiii. 549 L’Obelius .. 
calleth it [another wilde Basill] Corcoros, which we have 
Englished *Fish Basill. 1834 dz. Rev, LX. 118 *Fish- 
bellied instead of parallel rails. 1862 Smites Engineers III. 
282 The line was. .laid with fish-bellied rails, 1888 GrrEn- 
WELL Gloss. Coal-trade terms (ed. 3) 38 Malleable iron rails 
of the *fish-belly pattern. 1882 Gardez 1 Apr. 220/1 Chamz- 
peuce (*Fish-bone Thistle). -cxooo AéLFric Gloss. in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 128 Liguamen, uel garum, *fiscbryne. 1820 
W. Tooke tr. Luciaz 1. 553 From inadvertence pour the 
fish-brine into their lentil-soup. 1599 NAsHE Lenten Stuffe 
44 The churlish frampold waues gaue him his belly-full of 
*fish-broath, 1883 /isheries Exhib. Catal. 199 Model of 
*fish-car towed by the smack for keeping the catch alive. 
1804 Tarras Elegy on Sautie 11 Poems 143 Ye *fish-carles 
never lift an oar, In codlin greed, 1886 Pal Mall G. 29 
June 4/1, I went out to the fleets on board a steam *fish- 
carrier. 1888 /é7d, 27 Dec. 2/2 Among Mr. Burgess’s 
other notions, however, one took the form of a fish carrier. 
The carrier he has invented is made of zinc. 1697 DAMPIER 
Voy. (1729) III. 1. 447 *Fish-Climer has a welted Stalk.. 
its Beans are red, with a black Kernel: these being bruised 
and cast into Rivers intoxicate the Fish. 1803 S. PEGGE 
Anecd. Eng. Lang. 277 A *fish-coop .. for taking fish in 
the Humber, made of twigs, such as are called eel pots in 
the south, 1883 Century Mag. Sept. 682/2 The *fish-crow 
fishes only when it has destroyed all the eggs and young 
birds it can find. 1865 J. G. Bertram Harvest of Sea 
(2873) 61 The art of *fish-culture is almost as old as civil- 
ization itself, 1872 (¢z¢/e), Transactions of the American 
*Fish Cultural Association. 1874 Azer. Cycl. III, 219 This 
method has been extensively adopted by American “fish 
culturists. 1678 Ray Willughby’s Ornith. u. 59 A Fisher- 
man of Strasburgh .. sets forth the Bald Buzzard under 
the title of *Fish-Eagle. 1890 H. M. Srantey in Pad 
Mail G. 28 June 2/2 Fish eagles. 1748 Phil. Trans. XLV. 
233 The other [order of Fishes] is furnish’d with Organs 
analogous to Lungs, which we call *Fish-Ears, or Gills. 
r74r Cuambers Cycl., Ichthyophagi, *Fish-eaters. 1849 
Soutuey Comm-fl. Bk. Ser. u, Babylonian Fish-eaters. 
1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. 78 Fish Eaters, Fish Carvers, 
18053 R. Jameson Char. Min. Il. 601 Ichthyophthalmite 
or *Fish-eye-stone. a@1625 FLetcHER Han. Lieutenant 
1, i, Whether would you, *fish face? 1786 Wotcotr (P. 
Pindar) Bozzy §& Piozzi 21 With vulgar *fish-fags to be 
forc’d to chat, 1860 77zzes 8 Mar. 8/4 We rail away at 
one another .. with the impotence of fish-fags. 1865 J. G. 
Bertram Harvest of Sea (1873) 238 *Fish-farms for the cul- 
tivation of the oyster alone. 1554 T. Sampson in Strype 
Eccl, Mem. 111. App. xviii. 49 *Fish-fasts, vows, pilgrimages. 
1837-40 Hatisurton Clock. (1862) 195 A sort o’ *fish 
flakes. 1865 THoreau Cafe Cod x. 197 The houses here 
were surrounded by fish-flakes, close up to the sills. 1880 
G. B. Goopr Menhaden 141 (Cent. Dict.) Biscuits made 
from *fish-flour .. were in good condition after having been 
kept for ten years in an @nsealed jar. 1887 Pall Mall G. 
28 June 6/2 His two sisters..were cut and stabbed with 
a *fish-gaff. x60r Horranp Pliny II. 438 This *fish-glew 
[Ichthyocolla] is thought to be best, that is brought out 
of Pontus. 1676 WortinGE Cyder (1691) 151 Isinglass, or 
Fish-glew. 186x1 Huime tr. Moguin-Tandon u. i, 181 
Isinglass or Fish-glue is the prepared air-bladder or swim- 
ming-bladder of thesturgeon, 1883 B. Puitures in Century 
Mag. Apr. 900/1 Starting with the crude *fish-gorge, I can 
show, step by step, the complete sequence of the fish-hook. 
1884 C. W. Smiey in U.S. Commiss. of Fish §& Fisheries, 
Report for 1881 665 Six farmers used about five sacks each 
of *fish guano. a@x81r3 A. Witson Osprey Poet. Wks. 
(1846) 280 God bless the *fish-hawk and the fisher! 1848 
Tuoreau Maine W. (1894) 35 Fish-hawks were sailing 
overhead, c 1000 4//ric’s Gloss. Supp. in Wr.-Wiilcker 184 
Piscinale, *fischus. 1483 Cath. Angt. 132/2 A Fische house, 
piscarium, 1701 Lond. Gaz. No. 3748/4 A sand..stretcheth 
from the South end of the Town to the most Southern Fish- 
houses, 1877S. O. Jewett Deephaven 224 Going to market 
was apt to use up a whole morning, especially if we went 
to the fish-houses. 168: Grew A/uszum 1. § 1.2 A long 
Cauldron like a *Fish-kettle. 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. 
Amusem. 16 Over the pan, or fish kettle, put a gridiron. 
1403 Nottingham Rec. 11. 20, j.*fyschknyff, ijd. 1825 
T. Cosnetr Hootman’s Directory 129 Have two soup-ladles 
and fish-knives. 1826 7%e Ass x Apr. 2 You there with 
the pinking eyes and the fish-knife nose. 1885 Bompas 
Life F. Buckland ix. 189 Many *fish-ladders had proved 
useless. c1440 Prop. Parv. 163/1 *Fysch leep, nassa. 
1832 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. v. (1863) 365 He’s actually 
discussing the whole concern! fish, *fish-liquor, bread, and 
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butter, and parsley. 1661 WV. Riding Rec. VI. 43 The 
milner of Brignall presented for that he do usually ees in 
the back beck a “fish-lock. 1540 Sir R. Sapirr State 
Papers 1. 48, I eat eggs and white meats, because I am 
an evil *fishman. a@ 1584 Aist. Tomt Thumb in Hazl. 
E. P. P, Il. 220 Tom..is caught by a Fishman. 1794-6 
E. Darwin Zoom. (1801) IV. 145 A fishman asleep on his 
panniers. 1805 Sporting Mag. XXV. 72 My fish-man of 
whom I constantly purchase. 1856 L. Acassiz in Bence 
Jones Life Faraday (1870) II. 378 The enthusiastic fish- 
man whom you met at Dr. Mantell’s. 1591 SyLvesTeR Dz 
Bartas i. v. 381 Thou *Fish-Mariner [side zote The Sayle- 
Fish], Thou Boat-Crab. 1840 Matcom Tvaz. 30/1 I tried 
sharks’ fins, birds’ nests, *fish-maws. 1858 Simmonps Dict. 
Trade, Fish-maws .. are sent to China and used as glue, 
&c. 1854 Bapuam /lalieut, 23 They ate it [fish] raw, dried, 
or ground down in whalebone mortars into *fish-meal bread. 
1880 Daily News 8 Nov. 2/5 The officers (*fishmeters as 
they are called) appointed by the Court of the Fishmongers’ 
Company seized..18 tons 7 cwt. of fish as unfit for human 
food. 1578 Lyte Dodoens u. \xxiv. 245 The seconde wilde 
kynde .. is called .. in English *Fisshe Mynte, Brooke 
Mynte. 1861 Hutme tr. Moguin-Tandon uu. m1. 188 
Whale oil, known under the name of *Fish oil, is obtained 
from the Common Greenland Whale. 1887 Pall Mall G. 
22 Nov. 2/2 The duty-free admission into the States of .. 
fish-oils. 1867 A. L. Apams Naturalist in India 114 We 
were startled one night by the unpleasant laugh of the *fish- 
owl (Ketupa ceylonensis). 1873 Act 36-7 Vict. c.71§ 17 No 
person shall .. wilfully scare or hinder salmon from passing 
through any *fish pass. 1885 Bompas Life F. Buckland ix. 
189 Varying weirs required different forms of fish-pass. 
1853 Ure Dict. Arts II. 36r In Saxony, a cheap but 
inferior quality [of pearls] is manufactured .. They are 
known by the name of German “fish pearls. @ 1555 PHiILPor 
Exam. & Writ, (Parker Soc.) 336, That *fish-pot or net in 
the which both good and naughty fishes be contained. 
1681 R. Knox Hist, Ceylon 28 They place Fish-pots between 
the Rocks. 1847 Gosse Birds Famaica 430 It was brought 
to him alive, having been knocked off a fish-pot-buoy. 1820 
Sourney Left. (1856) III. 183 The “*fish-potters being 
unanimously of opinion that this is not the season. 1699 
Dameter Voy. II. 11. 12 A little to the East of this River is 
a *Fish-Range..Here are Poles to hang their Nets on, and 
Barbecues to dry their Fish. 1815 Fadconer’s Dict. Marine, 
*Fish-room, that place between the after-hold and the 
spirit-room. ¢1850 Rudim, Navig. (Weale) 118 Pish-room, 
a place parted off in the after-hold .. It was formerly used 
for stowing the salt-fish to be consumed on board. 1818 
Byron Beffo vii, I would recommend The curious in 
*fish sauce. .to bid theircook..buy..Ketchup. 1886 Punch 
20 Nov, 252/2 The unavoidable absence of the “fish-slice, 
1879 Encycl. Brit, X. 133/1 Gelatin-yielding substances .. 
comprising .. bladders and *fish sounds. 1552 HuLoet, 
*Fishe ., stewe, zcthyotrophia, 1885 Chamb. Frul. 75 
A proposal to revive the fish stews or ponds which in by- 
gone times were so plentiful in this country. 1875 J.C. 
Witcocks Sea Fishernt. 57 A *fish-stick..consists generally 
of a young holly bush deprived of its bark, and the branches 
left about a foot in length at bottom, diminishing to six 
inches at the top, the fish being thrust on through a hole in 
the back. 1822 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1886) Il. 379 
The erection of such a number of *Fish Stones in Derby 
Square .. as they may think proper for the accommodation 
of the neighbourhood. 1887 C. F. HotpEr Living Lights 97 
Exaggerations are often termed ‘ *fish-stories’, for the rea- 
son perhaps that improbable tales are related concerning 
the denizens of the sea. 1615 Sanpys Yourney iv. 255 The 
*fish-stoues by him hewne out of the rocke, and built. 1879 
E. Arnotp Lt. Asia 1, (1886) 20 The pied *fish-tiger hung 
above the pool. 1878 V. Amer. Rev. CXXVII. 236 The 
Shah..sent a *fish-torpedo against the Huascar. 1855 H. 
Crarke Dict., *Fish-trowel. 1826 Cusninc Newburyport 
118 *Fishwardens. Messrs. Offin Boardman, [etc.] 1870 
Law Rep. V. 671 No mill is prejudiced by the making of 
a “fishway in the dam. c1009 Ags. Gos. Luke v. 4 Latad 
eowre nett on bone *fisc-wer. @ 1100 Gerefain Anglia (1886) 
IX. 261 Fiscwerand mylne macian. 1387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) I. 423 Tweye grete fische werys. 1883 Harper's 
Mag. Aug. 376/t Fish-weirs along the rocks. 186x Miss 
Pratr Flower. Pl. 11. 73 The celebrated “fish-wood (P7sci- 
dia erythrina) used for the purpose of intoxicating fish. 
1685 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 287 Allowing 
Mr. Maior..all the fish taken in y* *fish yards in one tide. 
1789 bid. II. 24x ‘To destroy the Fish Yards now set upon 
the..river Mersey. 


Fish (fif), 53.2 [Of doubtful etymology. 


The comb, jish-faunch, synonymous with sense 1, 
suggests that the word was a transferred use of Fisu 
sb.+3; the appropriateness of the name on this supposition 
is not obvious, but the same may be said of many nautical 
terms of undisputed etymology. On the other hand; it is 
possible that the word is a. F. /iche (see next); it is not 
known that the F. word was ever used in sense 1, but its 
etymological sense is ‘a means of fixing.’] 

Ll. aut. ‘A long piece of hard wood, convex on 
one side and concave on the other’ (Adm. Smyth), 
used to strengthen a mast or yard ; a fish-piece. 

1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 59/3 We put hard hands on Jury 
Masts and Fishes. 1692 in Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. 
1. xvi. 79 Lash the Fish on to the Mast. 1748 Anson’s Voy. 
il, vii. 367 His fore-mast was broken asunder .. and was 
only kept together by the fishes which had been formerly 
clapt upon it. 1749 Cuatmers Phil, Trans. XLVI. 367 
The Spikes, that nail the Fish of the Mainmast. 1854 
G. B, Ricnarpson Univ. Code v. 2143 Can you let me have 
a fish for my mast? c¢x1860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 73 
One fore and one aft fish dowelled and bolted to spindle and 
side trees, 

transf. 1833 M. Scotr Tom Cringle xvi. (1859) 410 A 
black paw with fishes or splints whipped round it by a band 
of spunyarn. 

2. A flat plate of iron, wood, etc. laid upon a 
beam, rail, etc., or across a joint, to protect or 
strengthen it ; in railway construction = /fsh-glate. 

1847 Specif. Adams § Richardson's Patent No. 11 715. 2 


To connect the two iron rails together we use wood or iron 
fishes. 1875 R, F, Martin tr, Havres' Winding Mach. 4 
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Rods .. tied together by oak fishes of the same scantling as 
the rods. 1875-6 Proc. Just. Civ. Engin. XLVI. 202 The 
original road had been laid with fishes 16 inches long. 

3. attrib. and Combd., as fish-bar, -beam, -bolt, 
-hoop, (see quots.); fish-joint, a joint or splice 
made with fish-plates (also fish-plate joint) ; hence 
fish-joint v., -jointed, -jointing; fish-front, 
-paunch, = sense 1; fish-piece = 1, 2 above; 
fish-plate, one of two plates bolted together 
through the ends of two rails on either side 
of their meeting-point to cover and strengthen 
the joint ; hence fish-plating. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 872/1 *Fish-bar, the splice 
bar which breaks the joint of two meeting objects, as of 
railroad rails or scarfed timber. 1892 Morthumb. Gloss. s.v., 
A ‘*fish beam’ is a composite beam, where an iron plate is 
sandwiched between two wood beams. 1875 J. W. Barry 
Railw. Appliances (1890) 61 The nuts of the *fish-bolts are 
apt to shake loose with the jar of passing trains, 1888 
Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Fish-bolt,a bolt employed 
for fastening fish plates and rails together. 1815 Halconer’s 
Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), */ish-ront, or Paunchis a long 
piece of oak or fir timber, convex on one side, and concave 
on the other, used to strengthen the lower masts or yards, 
when they are sprung. 1794 Rigging §& Seamanship 1. 24 
At the lower end of the fish is driven on a hoop, called a 
*fish-hoop, which is beat close to the sides of the mast. 
1849 J. SamueL in Proc. Inst. Civ. Engin. VIII. 265 
A number of these *fish joints had been laid down, 1868 
Daily News 5 Nov., The almost universal adoption of the 
new ‘fish-joint rail’. 1892 Northumb, Gloss. 286 A ‘fish 
joint’ is a joint made by bolting or riveting a plate on 
each side near the ends. 1855 Dempsey Pract. Railw. 
Engineer (ed. 4) 265 A portion only of the lines of this 
kingdom being as yet *fish-jointed .. It is obvious that with 
the same rail a fish-jointed road is much stronger, Jdzd. 
267 Mr. Ashcroft has accomplished the *fish-jointing of 150 
miles of line without accident. 1867 Smytu Satlor’s Word- 
bk., *Fish-piece. 1869 Sir E. J. Reep Ship-buzld. vi. 102 
The fish pieces or covering plates. 1855 Dempsey Pract. 
Railw, Engineer 268 The chairs are cast so that one side 
forms a *fish-plate. 1889 G. Finpiay “xg. Ratlway 42 In 
1847 Mr. Bridges Adams introduced the suspended joint 
with fish plates. 1889 Life of Vignoles xiii. 183 Vignoles 
always claimed to have been one of the earliest to introduce 
the fish-plate joint. 1881 Younc Every Man his own 
Mechanic § 437 An exemplification of this fish-joint or *fish- 
plating is to be seen on any railway. 


Fish (fif), 50.3 [ad. F. fiche (of same meaning ; 
also peg), f. ficher to fix: see FICCHE v.] 

A small flat piece of bone or ivory used in- 
stead of money or for keeping account in games 
of chance; sometimes made in the form of a fish. 

Popularly confused with Fisu sd.!; hence the collective 
sing, is used for Ad. : 

1728 Vansr. & Cis. Prov. Hush. 1. i, 1 am now going to 
a party at Quadrille .. to piddle with a little of it [money], 
at poor two guineas a fish, 1751 ErizA Heywoop Betsy 
Thoughtless 1. 230 She was just going to call for the cards 
and fishes. 1766 Anstey Bath Guide viii. 90 Industrious 
Creatures! that make it a Rule To secure half the Fish, 
while they manage the Pool. 1816 Sorting Mag. XLVII. 
297 A notorious gamester..at a game of loo, accumulated 
a large quantity of fish, 1825 Hone Everyday Bk. I, 
gt Mother-o'-pearl fish and counters. 1878 H. H. Gress 
Ombre 9 A penny a fish will be found sufficiently high play. 


Fish (fif), 50.4 [f. Fisu v.; the senses are un- 
connected. ] 

1. An act of fishing. collog. 

1880 Scritner’s Mag. XX. 542/2, I will go find Tim..and 
have a fish. 

2. a. The purchase used in ‘ fishing’ or raising 
the flukes of an anchor to the gunwale. b. (See 


quot. 1892.) 

1825 H. B. Gascoicne Nav. Fame 51 The tricing Fish 
the careful Gunners hook, No time is lost, it firmly grasps 
the Fluke. 1892 Northwmb. Gloss., Fish, a tool used for 
bringing up a bore rod or pump valve. 

3. attrib. and Comb, The sb. in sense 2, or the 
vb.-stem, occurs in various technical terms (chiefly 
NVaut.): fish-back, a rope attached to the hook 
of the fish-block, and used to assist in ‘fishing’ 
the anchor; fish-block, the block of a fish-tackle ; 
fish-davit, a davit for fishing the anchor; fish- 
fall, the tackle depending from the fish-davit; fish- 
head, -martingale, -pendant (see quots.); +fish- 
rope = fishfall; fish-tackle, that used for fishing 
the anchor. Also F1sH-HOOK 2. 

1862 Nares Seamanship 74 *Fish-back, from the fore- 
castle, and secured to the back of the fish hook. 1627 Carr. 
Smitu Seaman's Gram. ii. 10 The Dauid is a short peece 
of timber, at the end whereof. .they hang a blocke ina strap 
called the *Fish-block, by which they hale up the flook of 
the Anchor to the Ships bow. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef, Mast 
xxxi. 120 The... *fish-davit [was] rigged out. 1882 NArrs 
Seamanship (ed. 6) 93 Iron .. fish davits are now fitted to 
nearly all ships. 1862 /ézd. 74 It [the fish martingale] keeps 
the davit from topping up as the *fish fall is hauled taut. 
1842 Proc. Inst. Civ. Eng. II. a8 The *‘ fish-head’ for draw- 
ing a ‘drowned clack.’ 1883 Grestey Gloss, Coal Mining 
109 Fish-head, an apparatus for withdrawing the clacks of 
pumps through the column, 1862 Nares Seamanship 74 
* Fish martingale, a large jigger, the double block secured 
to one of the bolts in the davit head, the single block hooked 
down to a bolt in the ship’s side. 1750 T, R. BLancKLEy 
Naval Expositor, * Fish Pendant hangs at the end of the 
Davit. 1867 SmytuH Sazlor’s Word-bk. 234 The upper end 
[of the fish-davit] being properly secured by a tackle from 
the mast-head; to which end is hung a large block, and 
through it a strong rope is rove, called the fish-pendant. 
1630 J. Taytor (Water-P.) Ws. }, 81/1 Cables, hawsers, 
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*Fish and Cattrope .. Halliers, Ropeyarns .. were all of 
rare stuffes of great price, 1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's 
Man. 105 * Fish-tackle. 

Fish (fif),v.! Pa. t.and pa. pple. fished (fift). 
Forms: I fiscian, 3 fissen, Ovm. fisskenn, 4-5 
fysshe(n, fis(s)he(n, 4-6 fisch(e, fishe, (4 fihche, 
fyschyn), 6 fyshe, 6- fish. [OE. /fisctan = OFris. 
Jiskia, OS. fiskin (Du. visschen), OHG. fishin 
(MHG. wischen, mod.Ger. fischer), ON. fiska 


(usually fsk7a of differing conjugation ; Sw. /iska, 


Da. jiske), Goth. jiskin:—OTeut. *fishkéjan, f. 
*fisko-z FISH sb.!] 

I. intr. 

1. To catch or try to catch fish ; to use nets or 


other apparatus for taking fish. Const. + after, for. 

c 888 K. Airrep Boeth. xxxii. § 3 Donne ze fiscian willab. 
¢ 1200 ORMIN 13297 ‘To fisskenn affterr fisskess. ax300 kK. 
Hlorn 1136 Ihe am a fissere, Wel feor icome bi este For 
fissen at pifeste. c13053 St. Andrew 3 in EL. E. Poems (1862) 
98 As hi fischede aday Bi pe se oure louerd com. ¢ 1386 
Cuaucer Reeve’s 7.7 Pipen he coude, and fisshe, and nettes 
bete. ¢1440 Promp, Parv. 163/1 Fyschyn, fiscor. 1546 
J. Heywoop Prov. (1562) Dj b, He hath well fysht and 
caught a frog. 1674 tr. Scheffer's Lapland 107 Their way 
of fishing alters with the season. 1727 Swirt Guddzver 11. 
i. 181, I beheld some people fishing with long angling 
rods. 1848 Life Normandy (1863) I. 283 They fish for them 
very much in the same manner. 

b. fig. (with reference to Mark i. 17). 

1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) v. xiv. 80 These tonges 
were taken them as for theyr pryncipal Instrument for to 
fysshen with. 1552 Latimer Serv, vii. (1562) 125 b, Their 
special callyng is to fishe, to preache the worde of God. 

ce. To fish in troubled waters: fig. to take ad- 
vantage of disturbance or trouble to gain one’s end. 

1568 Grarton Chron, II. 102 Their perswasions whiche 
alwayes desyre your unquietnesse, whereby they may the 
better fishe in the water when it is troubled. 1625 Br. 
Movntacu Af£f. Cxsar. v. 43 They .. fare full and fatt by 
Fishing in troubled waters. 1722 Sewet //ist. Quakers 
(1795) I. 1v. 276 You delight to fish in troubled waters. 
1797 Spirit Pub. Frnils. (1799) Though drunk as fish our 
rulers be, The thing sure little matters ; Only it forces you 
and me To fish in troubled waters. 

2. To search by dredging, diving, or other means 
Jor something that is in or under water, ¢.g. sunken 


treasure, pearls, coral, etc. 

1655 F. W. in W. Fudke's Meteors 166 Gold .. found in 
Waters and Rivers is fished for, and is in form of little 
Grains. 1690 Lutrrett Brief Rel. (1857) Il. 129 The.. 
grant for fishing for silver at a wreck in the West Indies, 
1697 Dampier Voy, I. vi. 134 A very rich Ship .. lies to this 
day ; none having attempted to fish for her. 

3. To use artifice to obtain a thing, elicit an 
opinion, ete. Const. after, for. 

1563-87 Foxe A. & MM. (1684) 11. 239 They both did come 
but to fish for some things which might make a shew that 
my L. Chancellor had justly kept him in prison. 1583 
Stanynurst 2 xe7s 1v. (Arb.) 108 Crosse thee seas: fish for 
a Kingdoom. 1638 Penzt. Conf. vii. (1657) x90 ‘To fish. .after 
secrets, 1752 Fietpinc Amelia vi. x, The Half Guinea, 
for which he had been fishing. 1806-7 J. Beresrorp JZisevies 
Flum., Life (1826) 11. xxiii, At the game of commerce losing 
your life in fishing for aces. 1848 THACKERAY Van. Fair 
iv, The first woman who fishes for him, hooks him. 1886 
Mattock Old Order Changes 11, 217, 1 should have fished 
for youtoask me. od. ‘Yo fish for a compliment. 

b. Zo fish for oneself: to get all one can; to 
seek one’s own profit exclusively; to rely on one’s 


own efforts. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. . iii. (1739) 8 This raised 
the price of the Clergy, and taught them the way to fish for 
themselves. 1653 Baxter Chr. Concord 117 Such men fish 
most for themselves, 1867 Lapy Hersert Cradle L. ii, 48 
He leaves you to fish for yourself among his miscellaneous 
stores. 1892 Vorthumzb. Gloss., ‘Aa’\l gan an fish for mesel.’ 

e. Harvard College Slang (see quot. 1851) : 
absol. to curry favour, strive to ingratiate oneself 


with another. 

1774 IT. Hutcuinson Diary 10 Oct. I. 261 He courts me 
a good deal, and fishes. I fish in return; and I think 
neither of us meets with much luck. 185: B. H. Harry 
College Words and Cust., Fish. At Harvard College, to 
seek or gain the good-will of an instructor by flattery, 
-. or officious civilities; to curry favor .. Students speak 
of fishing for parts, appointments, ranks, marks, &c, 

IL. ¢vans. 

4. To catch or try to catch (fish); to take as fish 
are taken; to collect (corals, pearls) from the 
bottom of the sea. 

1585 IT. Wasuincton tr. Vicholay's Voy. 1. vii. 118 b, The 
Misidan Sea..whereas are fished great quantitie of Pearles. 
611 Bipte Fer. xvi. 16, I will send for many fishers .. and 
they shal fish them. 1667 Hy. OLpEenbure in Phil. Trans. 
II. 432 Red Coral. .is fished from the beginning of April till 
the end of July. 1828 Scorr /, AZ. Perth, ‘Thou hast fished 
salmon a thousand times. 1865 J. G. Bertram Harvest of 
Sea (1873) 233 There is a period every year during which 
the oyster is not fished. 

transf. and fig. c1374 CHAuCcER Tvoylus v. 777 To fisshen 
hire, he layde out hook and lyne. ¢1400 Rom, Rose 7494 
‘To fisshen sinful men we go. 

5. transf. To draw or pull ot of water, mud, 
etc. ; to discover and bring oz¢ of a heap of lumber, 
a deep place, or the like. Also with out, uf. 

1632 J. Lee Short Survey 21 The inhabitants fish out of 
the bottomes of their lakes a certaine rude matter. 1707 
Lond. Gaz. No. 4304/1, 29 Brass Guns, lately fished up, 
1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. £, Ind. 11.1. 224 We... fished 
up some small Fir-trees, which we had converted into Masts, 
1778 Foote Trif Calais 1. Wks. 1799 11. 343 My wife fished 


FISH. 


out a large piece of blue apron upon the top of her fork. 
1822 Byron Werner ul. i. 29 He .. help’d to fish the baron 
from the Oder. 1834 Mepwin Angler ix Wales I. 219 He 
was fished by his disciples out of the mud. 1880 Lomas 
Alkali Trade 200 The crystals. .are drawn out..or ‘fished’, 
and allowed to drain. 1889 J. K. Jerome Three Men in 
Boat 64 We had to..fish them out of the bag. 
Jig. 1652 J. Wricut tr. Camus’ Nature's Paradox 10 
Sometimes he fished wealth at Court, sometimes in his Go- 
vernment, 1886 Zdix. Rev. CLXIII. 177 [A service] either 
fished up from some ancient ‘use’, or invented afresh, like 
some of the fancy litanies we have heard of. 1889 Spectator 
23 Nov. 712/2 Out of the vast reservoir of facts..something 
might be fished up. .of interest. 

b, Naut. Zo fish the anchor: to draw up the 
flukes to the gunwale. 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789), To fish the Anchor, 
to draw up the flukes upon the ship’s side after it is catted. 
1890 W. C. RusseLt Ocean Trag. I. iii. 57 They .. were 
fishing the anchor forwards. 

absol, 1893 R. Kirtinc Many Invent. 364 (Envoy), Stop, 
seize and fish, and easy on the davit-guy. 

ce. Coal-mining. (See quot.) 

1888 GREENWELL Gloss. Coal-trade Terms (ed. 3) 38 Fish, 
to catch up a drowned clack by means of a fish-head. 

6. To try to catch fish in (a pool, stream, etc.). 
(Cf. similar use of shoot, etc.) Zo fish out: to 
exhaust the fish from. 

©1440 LypG. Secrees 579 Lyk hym that..fyssheth a bareyn 
pool. 1539 Act 31 Hen. VIII, c. 2 § 1 Vnreasonable per- 
sones .. haue.. fished the said pondes .. as well by night 
as by daie. 1676 Cotron Angler vi. 47 Do but Fish this 
stream like an Artist. 1772 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 224 She 
fish’'d the brook. 1838 James Rodder ii, You are quite 
welcome to fish the stream, 1866 Daily Tel. 5 Jan.5/t Rye 
Bay..is more fished perhaps than any piece of sea bottom 
in the world. 1892 Daily News 12 Apr. 2/1 Whether the 
Thames is over-fished, or, as the very gloomy prophets say, 
fished out. 

b. ¢ransf. To search through (a receptacle, 
region, etc.) for (something material or immaterial), 

1727 Swirt & Pore Pref. to Miscel., Some have fished the 
very jakes for papers left there by men of wit. .1728 Porr 
Dune. 1. 80 Oft, as he fish’d her nether realms for wit, The 
goddess favour’d him. 1865 Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. iv. 
260 Nowhere else are the various sciences so fished for 
generalizations. ; 

7. Chiefly with ow/: To get by artifice or patient 
effort; to ascertain, elicit (a fact or opinion). 
Const. from, out of. Cf. L. expiscaré. 

1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 11. 1113 (1162) He that nedis most 
a cause out fisch. 1531 /wst¢~, in Elyot Gov. (1883) Life 72 
To fish out .. what opinion the Emperor is of us. 1541 S¢. 
Papers Hen. VIII, 1. 663 We maye fyshe out of them, 
whither they were procured or sent hither by any maner of 
Meanes. 1590 GREENWOOD Cod/ect. Sclaund. Art. Bb, They 
..haue. .commaunded.certaine theire priests. .to fish farther 
cause of accusation. 1663 Pepys Diary 7 Sept., I could not 
fish from him .. what was the matter. 1709 SrryPe Ann, 
Ref. I, xxiii. 271 Hoping by this means to have fished out 
money either of the king or him. 1713 Appison Guardian 
No. 71 ® 4 An admirable knack of fishing out the secrets 
of his customers. 1770 in Doran Mann & Manners (1876) 
II. ix. 21 To desire a Lady to fish out of me whether I 
actually intended to go or not. 1866 Mrs. H. Woop Sz, 
Martin's Eve xxxii. (1874) 412 She was trying to fish out .. 
what real business he .. had at Hatherton. 

III. 8. [A new formation on the sb.] ¢vans. 
To dress (land) with fish-refuse as a fertilizer. U.S. 

1651 R. Cuitp in Hartiib's Leg. (1655) 36 In the North 
parts of New-England, where the fisher men live, they 
usually fish their Ground with Cods-heads. 1894 E. EGcie- 
sTon in Cent. Mag. Apr. 851/2 In New England the peculiar 
mode of fertilizing learned from the Indians introduced a 
new verb; the first-comers ‘fished’ their corn ground, 

Fish (fif),v.2 [f. Fisu 50.7] 

lL. trans. To fasten a piece of wood, technically 
called a fish, upon (a beam, mast, yard, etc.) so 
as to strengthen it; to mend (a broken spar, etc.) 
with a fish or fishes. Also Zo fish together. 

1626 Capt. Smitu Accid. Yng. Seamen 3 Ready for.. 
fishing or spliceing the Masts or Yards. /é/d. 13 A Jury- 
mast .. is made with yards, rouftrees, or what they can .. 
fished together. 1748 Anson’s Voy. 111. i. 295 We were 
obliged to fish our fore-mast. 1823 P. NicHotson Pract, 
Build, 120 Sometimes the pieces that are applied on the 
sides are made of wood; in this case, it is called fishing the 
beam. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xxv. 83 All hands were 
now employed .. fishing the spritsail yard. 1875 R. F, 
Martin tr. Havrez’ Winding Mach. 5 Fishing the rods with 
the wooden fishes, 

b. To fasten (a piece of wood) om. 

171z S. SewatL Diary to Sept. (1879) II. 322 Our Axel- 
tree. . broke quite off.. Fish’d on a piece in the morning. 

2. To join (the rails) with a fish-joint. 

1850 C. H. Grecory in Proc. Inst. Civ. Engin. 1X. 405 
‘Fishing’ the joints of the rails with two pieces of cast or 
wrought iron secured by bolts orrivets. 1866 W.H. Bartow 
ibid. XXV. 409 It would not do. .to fish old rails. 

Fishable (fifab’l), a. [f. Fis v.1+-aBur.] 
a. That may be, or admits of being, fished in. b. 
Of the weather : Suitable for fishing. vare. 

16x Coter., Pescheadble, fishable, which may be fished in. 
1819 Blackw. Mag. V. 591 ‘The water .. was fishable. 1867 
F. Francis Angling ix, (1880) 315 A... river, fishable from 
the shore, 1892 ///ust. Sporting News 14 May 328/3 Warm, 
genial, and withal eminently fishable weather. 

Fish-day. (ff. Fisa sd.1+Day.] A day 
on which fish is eaten, usually in obedience to an 


ecclesiastical ordinance; a fast-day. 

@1327 Pol. Songs (Camden) 151 On fyhshe day launprey 
ant lax, c1440 Amc. Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 429 
Take ane ar .tempur hom, on fyssheday epee 

OL, . 
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and on flesheday with broth of flesh. 1864 Act 5 Eliz.c. 5 
It shall not be lawfull..to eate any flesh vpon any dayes 
now vsually obserued as fish dayes, or vypon any Wednes- 
day now newly limited to be obserued as fish day. 1641 
‘SMECTYMNUUS’ Vind. Answ. § 2. 12 In the Calendar 
Fish dayes are now called Fasting days. 1699 T. Brown 
in R. L’Estrange Collog. Erasmz. (1711) 358 If it happened 
to be a fish-day, we had sometimes three whitings. 

Fished (fift), 447. a.! [f. Fisu v.l + -zp1.] 
Only in Fished-up fig. brought up. 

1849 Darwin in L7/e & Let?t, (1887) I. 366, I feel sure that 
the newly fished-up names would not be adopted. 

Fished (fit), 24/7. @.2 [f. Fisu v.2 + -Ep1.] 
Strengthened, or fastened together, with a fish or 
fishes. /2%shed-beam (see quot. 1846). 

1846 Bucuanan Techn. Dict., Fished-beam, a beam belly- 
ing on the underside, 1875-6 Price WiLuiAms in Proc. Just. 
Civ. Engin. XLVI. 160 The relative strength of the fished 
ends of the rail as compared with that of the solid part. 
1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6)235 Fished yards are heaviest 
on the damaged side. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech, Engin. 
141 Mish joint, or Fished joint. 

Fished (fift), 2/7. a3 [f. Fis sd.1+-np 2.] 
Supplied with fish. 

1630 RX. Fohnson’s Kinga. §& Commonw, 365 Savoy. Many 
and large lakes it hath, and those very well fisht. 1846 
McCuttocn Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) 1, 641 Not one had 
a full cargo, only one or two being half fished. 1882 
F. Day Fishes of Gt. Brit, U1. 215 The trawl-net boats .. 
were very poorly fished. 

Fisher (fi'fo1). Forms: 1 fiscere, 2 fixere, 
3 fisceere, 3-4 fissar(e, -er, south. vyssare, vis- 
sere, 3-5 fisch-, fyschar(e, -er(e, (5 fecher, 
fychere), 4-6 fissh-, fyssher(e, (5 fysshyer, 6 
fiszher), 4- fisher. [OE. fiscere, OF ris. fisher, 
OS. fiskarz (Du. visscher) =OHG. jiscérd (MHG. 
vischer, Ger. fischer), ON. fiskart (Sw. fiskare, 
Da. fisher) :—OTeut. *fiskarjo-, f. *fisko-z F1su 56.1 
Like other OTent. sbs. with this suffix it has be- 
come an agent-noun related to the vb.: see -ER !.] 

1. One who is employed in catching fish. Now 
arch. ; superseded in ordinary use by FISHERMAN. 

¢893 K, AiLFRED O7os. i. i. 17 [Der] huntan zewicodon, 
oppe fisceras, obpe fugelferlas. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom.97 Petrus 
wes fixere. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 265 Hys vyssares come 
to hym, & so gret won of fyss hym bro3te. 1382 Wycuir 
Zsa. xix. 8 And mowrne shul the fissheres. 1553 EDEN 
Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 22 The inhabitantes are great 
fyshers on the sea, 1704 Pore Windsor For. 137 The 
patient fisher takes his silent stand, Intent, his angle 
trembling in his hand. 1758 Descr. Thames 227 Fishers 
distinguish their Herrings into six different sorts, 1851 
Kincs.ey Song, Three fishers went sailing away to the West. 

b. transf. and fig. (esp. after Matt. iv. 19). 

c1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. iv. 19 Cumed zfter me, & ic do 
peet zyt beod manna fisceras, a 1300 Cursor M. 13325 (Cott.) 
Fra pis dai forth i sal pe ken for to be fissar god o men. 
1663 CowLry £ss, étc. (1669) 133 They found them Hunters 
and Fishers of wild creatures, they have made them Hunters 
and Fishers of their Brethren. 1664 H. More Aoi. iii. § 3 
Who profess myself a Fisher for Philosophers, desirous to 
draw them to .. the Christian Faith. 

2. An animal that catches fish for food. 

1562 Buttevn Bf. S7zmples (1579) 78 Herones, Bitternes, 
[etc.]. These fowles be Fishers. 1576 FLeminc tr. Cazzs’ 
Dogs in Arb. Garner III. 245 The Dog-called the Fisher 
. seeketh for fish by smelling among rock and stone. 1823 
Byron Jsland w. ii, The feather’d fishers of the solitude. 

b. sfec. The pekan or Pennant’s marten (AZustela 
pennant?) of North America (also fisher marten 
Jisher weasel). Also, the fur of this animal. 

1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 200 The fisher has a general 
resemblance to the martin, but is considerably larger. 1879 
M. M. Backus in Lucycl. Brit. 1X. 838/1 Fisher, size, 15 
by 30inches. .glossy, dark and durable. 1882 Beck Drager’s 
Dict., Fisher (fur), these skins are larger than sables, and 
the fur is longer and fuller. 1883 W. H. FLower in Zncyci. 
Brit. XV.577/2 Mustela pennanti..the Pekan or Pennant’s 
Marten. also called Fisher Marten. 

+3. A fishmonger. Ods. 

@1400 in xg, Gilds (1870) 353 No ffysshyere ne no pulter 
ne shal bygge ffysche ne pultrye [etc.]. 1582 in W. H. 
Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 420 Any fisher that occupieth 
any standinge or shoppe. 

4. An implement used by tanners (see quot.). 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 1. 3590/2 The Fisher. .is an Iron 
with Nett-work, made from side to side of it with strong 
Iron Wyers, with this the Bark is taken out of the Water. 
1726 Dict. Rust. (ed. 3) s. v. 

5, A fishing-boat; a vessel employed in fishing. 

1864 THorEAU Cafe Ced ix. (1894) 211 We saw countless 
sails of mackerel fishers abroad on the deep. 

6. attrib. and Comd.:; @. simple attrib., as fisher- 
bark, -house, -keel, -net, + -pan, -ship, -stall, -town. 
b. appositive (=that is a fisher, belonging to the 
classof fishers), as fisher-boy,-carl, -child,-folk, -girl, 
-people, -swain, -train,-woman. Also fisher’s coat. 

1862 H. Marryat Year in Sweden 11. 341 The passage of 
small *fisher barks down to Carlskrona, 1621 Lapy M. 
Wrotn Urania 308 From a Run-away and poore *Fisher- 
boy he made me a King. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., 
Fisher-boys, the apprentices in fishing vessels. 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. II. 1. 212 A few rough *fisher-carles there 
were, /did, 227 The *fisher children hand in hand. 1854 H. 
Mitter Sch. § Schm. xxii. (1857) 481 Some of our Cromarty 
*fisher-folk. 1888 Dazly News 18 Dec. 3/6 Here fisherboys 
and *fishergirls. .crowd the stage. 1525 Lp. BeRNERS /’7o7ss, 
II. xlvii. 162 Without the towne there were certayne *fissher 
houses. 1870 Morris Earthly Par. III. 1v. 227 And *fisher- 
keel on fisher-kee] The furrowed sand again did feel. 1601 
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be twisted and knit into *fisher-nets. 1890 Daily News 
15 Feb. 6/4 A black fisher-net dress trimmed .. with well- 
imitated mimosa. 1535 CoveRDALE Azos iv. 2 Youre 
posterite caried awaye in *fyssher pannes, 1885 7ruth 
28 May 848/2 *Fisherpeople hauling their boat through the 
surf, 161x BIBLE Yohn xxi. 7 He girt his *fishers coate 
vnto him. 1614 Eng. Way to Wealth in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 
III. 235 Busses, bonadventures, or *fisher-ships. 1572 
Nottingham Rec. \V.145 A *fyssher stalle that Thomas 
Reve stans in. 1627 P. FLetcuHer Afollyonists ut. xxi, 
Those *fisher-swaynes. . by full Jordan’s wave. 1538 LELAND 
Itin. (1744) VII. 55 A lytle prety *Fyssher Town cawled 
Wyrkinton. 1647 CLAreNDon Hist. Red. vit. (1703) II. 306 
In Dorset-shire. .little fisher Towns, Poole and Lyme. 1725 
Pore Odyss. xx11. 425 When by hollow shores the *fisher- 
train Sweep with their arching nets the hoary main. 1816 
Scott Antig. xxvi. note, The *fisherwomen .. put in their 
claim, 1863 Bates Nat. Amazon ix. (1864) 258 The two 
dusky fisherwomen marched down to their canoe. 

7. Special combs.: fisher-fish (see quot.) ; 
+ fisher’s berry = jish-berry; + fisher’s folly, 
an angler’s house in the country; fisher’s-knot, 
a slip knot, the ends of which lie horizontally, and 
will not become untied (Davies) ; fisher’s ring 
or seal=jisherman’s ring. Also FISHER-BOAT, 
FISHERMAN, 

1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bh., *Fisherish, a species of 
Remora, said to be trained by the Chinese to catch turtle. 
1787 Brest Angling (ed, 2) 67 Coculus indicus .. called also 
bacce piscatoriz, *fisher’s berries. 1638 BraTruwair Sv7v. 
fist, 183 As one who had taken a surfeit of the City, h’as 
built himselfe a new *Fishers folly in the Countrey. 16x1 
Marxuam County. Content. 1. x. (1668) 53 A *Fishers knot, 
which is your ordinary fast knots, foulded four times about, 
both under and above, 1741 Compl. Fam. Piece u. ii. 331 
You may tie your Links together with the Fishers or 
Weavers Knot. 1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2486/t He afterwards 
broke the *Fishers Ring, and caused the Lead of the Bulls 
to be likewise broke. 

Fi-sher-boat. <A boat used by fishermen. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 162/2 Fyscharys boote, phaselus. 
1541 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 2 The great diminucion of the 
Kinges nauie, fisherbotes and mariners. 1662 J. Davies tr. 
Olearius’ Voy. Ambass. 395 To send the Baggage by Sea, 
in six great Fisherboats. 1741-3 Westey Z-rtract of Frnl. 
(1749) 110 It seem’d strange to me, to attempt going ina 
fisher-boat, fifteen leagues upon the main ocean, 1874 
Farrar Christ 136 The rough fisher-boats of Bethsaida. 

Jig. 1663 CowLey Pindar. Odes, To Mr. Hobs iv, The 
Baltique..and the Caspian..Seem narrow Creeks to thee, 
and only fit For the poor wretched Fisher-boats of Wit. 


Fisheress. vare. [See -Ess.] A female fisher. 
161x Cotcr., Pescheresse, a fisheresse, a woman fisher. 
1685 Evetyn Mrs. Godolphin 210, I would sometymes call 


her the fisheress of her sex. 
Fisherman (fifoimén),  [f. Fisner + Man.] 


1. One whose occupation is to catch fish. 

1526 TINDALE Luke v. 2 The fisshermen..were wasshynge 
their nettes. 1605 Suaxs. Lear iv. vi. 17 The Fishermen 
that walk’d vpon the beach Appeare like Mice, 1780 Harris 
Philol. Eng. Wks. (1841) 429 Massinello who in a few days, 
from a poor fisherman rose to sovereign authority. 1855 
Mitman Lat. Chr. (1864) II. 1v. v. 293 St. Gall was a skilful 
fisherman and supplied the brethren with fresh fish from 


the lake. ; 
transf. 1878 Fraser's Mag. XVIII. 628 The natives are 
(Cf. also fisher- 


splendid fishermen of money. 

2. An animal that catches fish. 
man-diver in 4.) 

1634 T. Jonnson Parey’s Chirurg. (1649) 51 Of the Fish 
called the Fisherman. This fish is called the Fisherman, 
because he hunts and takes other Fishes. 


3. A fishing-boat; a vessel employed in the 


business of taking fish. 

1604 E, Grimstone Hist, Siege Ostend 185 There entred 
six Fisher-men into the Towne whereof one was sunke. 
1700 S. L. tr. Fryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 356 The 15th we met 
with an English Fisherman that was coming from Ysland; 
he was. loaden with Salt-fish. 

4. attrib. and Comd., as fisherman apostle, pilot ; 
also, fisherman-diver, the merganser; fisher- 
man’s bend, a kind of knot; fisherman’s night- 
ingale, a name for the sedge-warbler; fisherman’s 
ring (see quots.); fisherman’s walk (see quot.). 

1653 WALTON Angler i. 28 His four *Fishermen Apostles. 
1885 G. ALLEN Babylon vi, We call him a *fisherman-diver. 
1886 Pall Mall G. 8 Sept. 8/2 The suggestion that a *fisher- 
man pilot should be placed on board each of the four cruisers. 
c1860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 2 A *fisherman’s bend. 
1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fisherman's Bend,a knot, 
for simplicity called the king of all knots, 1884 Pxédic 
Opinion 5 Sept. 290/t My old angler friends call this 
bird [the sedge warbler] the *fisherman’s nightingale. 
1727-41 CHAMBERS Cyc/. s. v. Seal, The pope has two kinds 
of seals; the first used in apostolical briefs, and private 
letters, &c., called the *fisherman’s ring.—This is a very large 
ring, wherein is represented St. Peter, drawing his net full 
of fishes, 1877 W. Jones Finger-ring 198 The ‘ F isherman’s 
Ring’ is the Pope’s ring of investiture. 1867 Smyru Saz/or's 
Word-bk.,* Fisherman's Walk, an extremely confined space, 
‘three steps and overboard’, is often said of what river 
yachtsmen term their quarter-decks. 

Fishery (fcféri). [f. Fisu v.l+ -ERY, or f. 
FISHER + -Y 3.] 2 

1. The business, occupation, or industry of catch- 
ing fish, or of taking other products of the sea or 


rivers from the water. 

In this and the following senses often preceded by some 
defining word, as dank-, bay-, coast-, cod-, pearl-, river-, 
salmon-, sea-, whale-jishery. 

1677 YArRANTON Lg. Improv. 142 We have not one fourth 
part of Moneys sufficient to drive the Trade of England, 


Hottanp Pliny 11. xix. i. 4 Thread, passing good for to | and set up the neglected Fishery. 1769 Sade 
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Post 22 Sept. 2953/2 The British fishery at Iceland has this 
year turned out but poorly. 1890 Pall Mall G. 2 June 2/1 The 
French fishery upon the coast of Newfoundland, once very 
large, has fallen away to a mere nothing. 

2. A place or district where fish are caught ; 


fishing-ground. 

1699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 124 It isa great Fishery, chiefly 
for Snooks, which they catch in the Lake. 1792 G. WAsHING- 
Ton Lett, Writ. 1891 XII. 245 The landing by Bishop’s 
house, which used to be, and no doubt still is, good fishery. 
1823 Byron Faz 1x. xxxi, Where God takes sea and land, 
Fishery and farm, both into his own hand. 

3. A fishing establishment ; cod/ect. those who are 
engaged in fishing in a particular place. 

1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4713/3 Some English Gallies had 
destroyed the French Fishery there. 1788 T. JEFFERSON 
Writ, (1859) II. 539 This produced an outcry of the Dunkirk 
fishery. 1885 E. R. ScipMore Alaska iv. 35 The Kasa-an 
fishery has distanced its rivals. i 

4. Law. The right of fishing in certain waters. 
frre fishery, an exclusive right of fishing in public 
water, derived from royal grant; several fishery, 
an exclusive right to fish derived from ownership 
of the soil; common of fishery, the right of fishing 
in another man’s water; common fishery, the right 
of all to fish in public waters. 

1748 Lavy M. W. Monracu Le?t. (1893) II. 167 The fishery 
of this part of the river belongs to me. 1767 BLAcKSTONE 
Comm. II. 39 A free fishery, or exclusive right of fishing in 
a public river, is also a royal franchise... He that has a 
several fishery must also be the owner of the soil. 1817 W. 
Setwyn Law Nist Prius 11. 772 A plea, which prescribed 
for a several fishery in an arm of the sea. 1832 Miss Mir- 
ForD Village Ser. v. (1863) 462 Colonel Talbot .. possesses 
a right of fishery for some mile or two up the river. 

5. collect. Fish of different kinds (somce-use). 

1828 Miss Mirrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 491 Martha 
Glen having been long his constant customer, dealing with 
him in all sorts of fishery and fruitery. 

6. attrib. and Comb., as fishery house, industry, 
law, etc.; fisheries act, exhibition; fishery-salt 
(see quot. 1884). 

1528 in Archvologia LIII. 380 The fyssherye house at 
Guisnes. 1864 Glasgow Daily Herald 24 Sept., I have been 
stationed here as fishery officer. 1865 Esquiros Cornwall 
132 The fishery women pointed out to me the surface of 
the bay striped with red. 1868 Pearp Water-farm. xiii. 
128 There were no fishery laws in France. 1883 E. R. 
LANKESTER Adv. Science (1890) 215 More accurate know- 
ledge of fishery-animals shall be provided, 1883 Fisheries 
Exhib. Catal.74 Fishery Salt. 1884 Chesh. Gloss., Fishery 
Salt, coarse salt made specially for curing fish. 1894 Daily 
News 19 Jan. 5/3 As an outcome of the County Fisheries 
Exhibition held last year at Truro, the Technical Instruc- 
tion Committee of the Cornwall County Council .. resolved 
to establish a fisheries school. 

Fishet (fi-fet). sonce-wd. [see -nr.] A little 
fish. 

1823 Lams Leff, (1888) II. 84, I wash my hands in fishets 
that come through the pump thick as motelings, 

Fishew, Ods., var. of Ficuu. 

1755 Mrs. Deany Let, to Mrs. Dewes 364, I brought a 
little cold from Longleat, and lost my good fishew. 

Fishful (fifful), a [f. Fisu 50.1 + -Fun.] 
Abounding in fish. 

1550 PHarer “neid w. (1558) Kj, Most lyke a byrd that 
+. his haunting kepes Among the fyshfull rocks, 1605 Cam- 
DEN Remains (1638) 1 Fishfull and navigable rivers, 1652 
62 HeEyLin Cosmmogr. 1. (1682) 147 Not far from a Fishful 
Lake. 1860 A// Year Round 5 May 79/2 Rising from the 
fishful Thames. 1889 Hissey Tour in Phaeton 227 The 
fishful-looking river Bure, 

Pishgarth (firfgazp). [f. as prec. + Garru.] 
A garth or inclosure on a river or the seashore for 
preserving fishes or taking them easily. 

1454 Lez. in Burton & Raine Heminebrough 393 Oon 
fysshgarth. is at yis tyme void of take. 1532 Act 23 Hen. 
VITJ/, c, 18 Certaine engines for taking of fish in the said riuer 
..commonly called fishgarthes. 1634 Forp P. Warbeckw. i, 
The earl shall deliver from his ransom The town of Berwick 
to him, with the fishgarths. 1771 in Picton L’fool. Munic. 
Rec. (1886) II. 240 The several fish garths erected within 
this Port. 1894 R. S. Fercuson Hist. Westmorland 199 
There was a perpetual quarrel about a fishgarth in the Esk. 

claire, [var. of Frize1c, the first element 
being modified after Fisu, from its use in catching 

fish.] (See quot. 1788.) =Fuizeic 4. 

a 1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts vi. (1704) 532/2 
These Fishes are taken with .. Fishgigs. 1788 Fatcon- 
BRIDGE Afr. Slave Tr. 41 The fish-gig..an instrument used 
for striking fish..consists of several strong barbed points 
fixed on a pole, about six feet long, loaded at the end with 
lead. 1802 Barrincton Hist, N. South Wales i. 16 The 
men fish with a fish-gig. 

Fi'shhood. rare. [f. Fisu sd.1+-Hoop.] The 
state or condition of a fish. 

1866 F. BucxLtanp Cur, Nat, Hist, Ser. 3 1. 125 Thousands 
- of your babies have I reared up to fishhood. 1887 Story 
of a Kiss 1, vi. 95 A shark in the blaom of early fishhood. 

Fish-hook. [f. Fisx sé.1 and v. + Hoox.] 

1. A barbed hook used for catching fish, 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 295 [A] goldene fisch- 
hook, 1482 Vork Myst. Introd. 40 Those that makes 
pynnes..or maketh ffisshe-hukes, 1555 EpEN Decades 201 
Crooked like a fysshehooke. 1611 BisLe Amosiv.2. ax732 
T. Boston Crook in Lot (1805) 12 Aptness to catch hold 
and entangle, like .. fish-hooks. 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. 
Comm, 342 Vhe manufacture of English fish-hooks js com- 
puted at one-sixth that of needles. 


2. Naut. An iron hook forming part of the tackle 
used to raise the anchor to the gunwale of a ship. 
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1627 Carr. SmitH Seaman’s Gram, vii. 30 Hitch the 
fish-hooke to the Anchors flooke. 31805 A. Duncan Mavi- 
ner's Chron. III. 206 In fishing the anchor, the fish-hook 
gave way. ¢1860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 56 The 
fish tackle consists of two double blocks, and one single 
block; the lower one is fitted with a fishhook. 

3. attrib. and Comd., as fish-hook maker; fish- 
hook wire, a wire consisting of twisted strands, 
with a piece of wire resembling a fish-hook in- 
serted at intervals; also fish-hooked wire. 

1696 Lond. Gaz, No. 3206/4 Tim. Kirby, the Son of 
Charles Kirby, Fish-hook Maker. 1892 Star 20 Sept. 4/3 
All knowledge of the use of this fishhook wire was disclaimed 
by the defendants.. This fishhooked wire is manufactured, 


and. -finds a market. 

Fishify (fififei), v. [f. Fis sé.1 + -()ry.] 
trans. To turn (flesh) into fish. 

1592 SHAKS,. Rom. & Ful. u. iv. 40 O flesh, flesh, how art 
thou fishified. 1768 Poe/ry in Ann. Reg. 241 Ev'ry dish 
Seem'd transmuted..There was fishified flesh, and fleshified 
fish. 1865 Examiner 11 Mar. 151/3 We have, in an English 
version .. the good flesh of Moliere’s shrewd simple prose 
fishified by Mr. Kenney into .. verse. 

Fishily (ffili), adv. [f. Fisoy+-ty2%] In 
a fishy manner. 

1851 Fraser's Mag. XLIV. 439 Naples..is as fishily in- 
clined as ever. 1879 F. W. Rosinson Coward Consc. 111. 
i, Marcus shook hands fishily all round. 

Fishiness (fifinés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality or fact of being fishy. 

1766 PENNANT Zool. (1812) II. 17 Its [the bittern’s] flesh 
has..nothing of the fishiness of that of the heron. 1834 
Becxrorp /taly I, 31 I am not greatly surprised at the 
fishyness of their site. 1853 KANE Grinnell Exp. xxvi. 
(1856) 2x4 The fishiness..is no longer disagreeable. 

Fishing (fi'fin), vd/. 50.1 [f. Fisn v.+-1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb. F1su. 

a, The action, art, or practice of catching fish. 
¢ 1300 Cursor M. 13278 (Cott.) Petre and andreu ., wit pair 
fissing war pai fedd. 1464 Nottingham Rec. 11. 374 For 
a lyne boght for the same fisshyng. 1570 Act 13 Eliz. 
c. 11 § 3 Such Cods and Lings as they shall happen to take 
.-by their own fishing, 1632 Litrucow 7yav. m. 105 The 
best fishing that the whole Ocean yeeldeth, is upon the 
coasts of Orknay and Zetland. 1762 H. WavpoLe Vertue's 
Anecd. Paint. 11. i. 19 Representations in miniature of the.. 
huntings, fishings, and productions of the country. 1814 
Scotr Wav. iv, Of all diversions. . fishing is the worst quali- 
fied to amuse a man who is at once indolent and impatient, 
b. proverbs. 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov, (1562) Div, It is.. yll fyshyng 
before the net. 1614 Be. HALL Recol/. Treat. 695 There 
is no fishing so good as in troubled waters. a 1665 J. Goop- 
win Filled w. the Spirit xiii, (1670) 362 Those Proverbial 
Sayings; There is no fishing like to a fishing in the sea, no 
service like the Service of a King. 1671 F. Puiturrs Reg. 
Necess. 432 It grew into a Proverb amongst us not yet 
forgotten, No fishing to the Sea, no Service to the King. 

¢e. transf, and jig. Also with advbs., as about, 
out, 2p (see senses of the vb.). 

1548 UpALt, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. iv. 19 The newe 
fyshyng, whiche serued..wyth the nette of the Gospell to 
catche men. 1641 Hinpe 3. Bruex vii. 27 Witnesse hereof, 
in parents such fishing for heires. 1720 Lond. Gaz. No. 5909/2 
Forbidding. .either the fishing up, or receiving any of the.. 
Effects that might be driven on the Coast. 174r RicHARDSON 
Pamela (1824) I. 79 Why..is all this fishing about for 
something when there is nothing? 1889 Century Dict., 
Fishing out, the removal of fish from a fish-pond, the 
‘drawing’ of a pond. 

2. To go(also ME, wade) a-fishing: a. lit. (OE. 
had on jiscod gén). 

1297 R. Grove. (Rolls) 2198 For 3e beb men bet itei3t to 
ssofle & to spade To.cartstaf & to ploustaf & a wissinge 
[v. xv. a fischyng, in fuschinge, to fysschynge] to wade. 

b. transf. (nonce-use) ‘To rob on the highways. 

1608 Pexnyless Parl. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) III. 78 
Soldiers, that have no means to thrive by plain dealing. .go 
a-fishing on Salisbury Plain. 

3. The privilege or right of catching fish in 
certain waters; common and several fishing = 
common and several fishery; see FISHERY 4. 

1495 Act 2 Hen. VII. c. 62 §1 The Mede called the Kingis 
Mede and half the fysshing of the Watir called Temise. 
1523 Firzuers. Sw7v. 9 Also of mylnes seuerall fysshinges 
and commen fysshinges what they be worthe, 1607 NorpEN 
Surv. Dial. 110 Hath the Lord of the Mannor any peculiar 
fishing within any river, 1788 Wiley Inclos, Act 24 Wrecks, 
fishings, and all other royalties. 

4. A place or facilities for catching fish; fishing- 
ground, fishery. 

1596 Spenser State Ired. (1633) 95 A good towne, having 
,.a plentifull fishing. 164x in J. Knox View Brit. Emp. 
(1785) II. 397 The Imployment of the Fishermen. .till they 
come to their Fishings outwards bound. 1795 J. RicHarv- 
son in J. Robertson Agric. Perth 377 Upon the Tumble 

.-there are scattered fishings belonging to different pro- 
prietors. 1815 Scorr Guy J, vii, Ellangowan’s hen-roosts 
were plundered. .and his fishings poached. 

5. attrib, and Comd.: a. simple attrib. (sense 1) 
as fishing-bark, -basket, -boat, -box, -craft, -gear, 
-ground, -hook, -house, -hutch, -line, -net, -pen, 
-season, -ship, -smack, -tackle, -town, -trade, -village, 
-wetr, 

1841 W. Spavpine Jtaly § Jt. Ist. 111. 349 The list .. in- 
cluded *fishing-barks and small coasters. 1838 James Robber 
i, The *fishing-basket under the arm. 1732 BERKELEY 
Alciphr. v. § 1 Several *fishing-boats and lighters, gliding 
up and down. 1836 Marryat Midsh. Easy xiii, They had 
received information from the men of a fishing-boat. 1870 
Law Rep.Comm. Pleas V. 659 A *fishing-box..so arranged 
that a fish going into it cannot get out. 1699 Damrirr Voy, 











FISHLESS. 


II. 1m. 31 If they are not provided with Hooks, Lines or 
Harpoons or any other *Fishing-Craft. 1875 W. MclI1- 
wRaITH Guide Wigtownshire 91 Stranraer was the rendez- 
vous of the.. fishing-craft. 1863 Lyett Antig. Man 19 
The Swiss archzologist has found abundant evidence of 
*fishing-gear. 1641 in J. Knox View Brit. Emp. (1785) 11. 
397 They are to..make them [nets]..in a readinesse against 
they come to the *fishing grounds. 1725 De For Voy. 
round World (1840) 350 Vhey had neither *fishing-hook or 
nets. 1799 G. SmitH Laboratory I. 237 Your small fishing 
hooks, 1676 Corton Angier i. 9, I have lately built a little 
*Fishing House upon it [the river], dedicated to Anglers. 
1778 Eng. Gazetteer (ed. 2) s. v. Selsey, This peninsula has 
several fishing-houses towards the shore. 1868 Law Rep. 
Queen's B, III. 289 The water .. is used to supply the mill 
-.and also a *fishing-hutch or trap. 1466 Wann. & Househy 
Exp. 212 My mastyr paid hym for v. *fyshenge lynes, 1865 
Lussock Preh. Times 375 Their fishing-lines were made 
of the bark of the Erowa. 1530 in Weaver Wells Wills 
(1890) 145 A vowlyng nett and a *ffyshing nett. 1699 
Dampier Voy, II. 11. 105 He would soon destroy their 
Canvas and Fishing-Nets. 1864 Tennyson Ex, Ard. 17 
Enoch Arden..play’d Among .. swarthy fishing-nets .. and 
boats up-drawn, 1791 W. Jessop Rep. Thames & Isis 20 
The Sills of the old Lock and *Fishing Pen may be raised 
18 Inches. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. 11. 12 Where the Indian 
Fishers. .lye in the *Fishing-Seasons. 1785 J. Knox View 
Brit. Emp. 1. 319 Several *fishing-ships from Kinsale take 
abundance of ling every year. Jdzd. I. 302 * Fishing-smacks 
from Harwich. 1876 J. SauNpDERS Lion in Path vii, The 
tiny fleet of fishing-smacks were all hauled up together 
on the shingle. 1703 Loud. Gaz. No. 3935/4 A Vellum 
Pocket-Book, with some *Fishing-Tackle in it. 1813 Ax- 
aminer 15 Feb. 102/1 B. George .. fishing-tackle-maker. 
1699 in J. Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) 1. 325 It was 
formerly a small *fishing-town. 1662 J. SmitH Lngland’s 
Iniprov. Reviv'd (1670) 258 The *Fishing-Trade, being in 
our own Seas, and on our own ground. 1699 DampiER 
Voy. 11. u. 124 At this Opening is a small *Fishing Village. 
1870 Law Rep. Comm. Pleas V. 659 A *fishing-weir .. of 
solid masonry. 

b. Special comb., as fishing-breeze, one favour- 
able for fishing; fishing-crib (see quot.); fishing- 
flake = fish-flake; fishing-float (see quots.) ; 
fishing-room (see quot.); fishing-tube (see 
quot.); fishing-wand (Sc.) = FISHING-ROD, 

1888 E. J. Matuer Norard of Dogger 279 There has 
been a ‘smart *fishing-breeze’ during the night, resulting 
in a heavy catch. 1886C. Apams in Longm. Mag. VII. 652 
Owing to the increase of fixed engines, called *fishing-cribs. 
1861 L. L. Nosie After Icebergs 20 We are glad to jump 
ashore at Mrs. Bridget Kennedy’s *fishing-flake. 1727-41 
Cuampers Cycl., *Fishingjloats, are little appendages to 
the line, serving to keep the hook and bait suspended at the 
proper depth, 1893 Standard Dict., Fishing fioat, [U. S.], 
a scow used in seine-fishing, from which an apron is let 
down to the bed of the river for the more convenient hand- 
ling of the seine. 1879 E. W. H. Hotpswortu in Eucyed. 
Brit. 1X. 266 ‘* Fishing rooms’ or portions of the shore set 
apart for the curing and storing of fish. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech, \. 873/2 *Fishing-tube (Microscopy), an open-ended 
glass tube for selecting a microscopic object in a fluid. 
1889 Barrie Window in Thrums 96, 1 was in the garden 
putting some rings on a *fishing-wand. 


Fishing, vé/. 53.2 [f. Fish v.2+-1ne1!,] The 
action of strengthening or supporting with a fish ; 
see Fis sd.2 Fishing-key, a kind of fish-plate. 


1798 NEtson in Nicolas Disf. (1845) III. 132 The..two 
masts, by good fishing will hold fast. 21837 Marryat Dog- 


Jiend xii, I wish I had the fishing of your back that is so 


bent. 1852 Specifi Bruff’s Patent No. 14096. 2 Into this 
metal clip, which I term a fishing key, the ends of each 
rail at its junction with the preceding or succeeding rail 
are received. 

Fishing (fi'fin), 2/7. a. 
That fishes. 

1. Of an animal: That catches fish. (The names 
of such animals are sometimes hyphened.) 

Fishing frog, a fish := ANGLER! 2. 

1688 Ciayton in Phil. Trans. XVII. 989 The Fishing 
Hauk is an absolute Species of a Kings-fisher. 1766 PEN- 
NANT Zool. (1769) III. 94 ‘The fishing frog grows to a large 
size. 1883 Misheries Exhib. Catal. (ed. 4) 153 The Fishing 
cat..is very common in Lower Bengal about Calcutta. 

2. Of an accusation, inquiry, etc.: Preferred or 
put forward in order to elicit information which 
cannot be gained directly. 

1831 Peacock Crotchet Castle xv, He again threw out 
two or three fishing questions. 1844 Lp. Broucnam A, 
Lunel I. ii. 37 So she framed what our lawyers call her 
fishing question. 1863 H. G. Witson Sf. bef. Privy Council 
3 Merely colourable and fishing Articles of accusation. 

Hence Fi'shingly adv. 

1837 Locxuart Scott (1839) VIII. 23 One of the College 
librarians yesterday told Sir W., fishingly, ‘1 have been so 
busy that I have not yet read yous Redgauntlet’. 1893 
Field 27 May 771/t The onlooker who is not fishingly 


inclined. 
Fi-shing-rod. [f. Fisuine vd. sd.] A long 


slender tapering rod to which a line is attached 
for angling. Formerly called also ANGLE-ROD. 

1552 Hutoet, Fishing rodde, calamus. 1891 PERCIVALL 
Sp. Dict., Veleta, the toppe of a fishing rodde, tvagula. 
1706 Farqunar Recruiting Officer ww. ii, You have some- 
thing like a fishing-rod there. 186x W. F. Cottier 77s? 
Eng. Lit. 175 Izaak Walton, who wielded pen and fishing-rod 
with equal love and skill, was born at Stafford in 1593. 

Fishless (fiflés), a. [f. Fisu sé.1 + -1uss.] 
Without fish; devoid of fish. 

159t Frorio 2nd Fruites 109 Where you shall have 
the aire birdles, the sea fishles. 1655 Furrer Ch. Hist, 
vi. 339 The rapid seas shall sooner fishless slide, 1879 


pate Londoniana 11. 38 Fishless ponds and ragged 
turf, 


[f. as prec. + -ING 2.] 


FISHLET. 


Fishlet (fi'flet). rave. [f. as prec.+-Ler.] A 
very small fish. 

_ 1886 Contemp. Rev. June 856 We might have filled a boat 
in an hour with..queer fishlets. 1890 Q. Rev. July 221 
The fishlets are fed from time to time with yolk of egg. 

Fishling (fifliy). vere. [f. as prec. +-LING, 
dim. suffix.] A small or young fish. 

1884 Manch. Exant. 30 Aug. 5/2 The curious fishling 
which wants to find out what is behind the door. 1893 
Field 4 Feb. 152/2 The unhappy fishling. 

+ Fishly, adv. Ods. [f. as prec.+-Ly2.] Like 
fish, fishily. 

1 owLEy Voy. in Cook's Voy. (r790) II. 846 Which 
rile .. tasted somewhat fishly. 5 : 

Fishmonger (fi: {mzngoz). 
MoncGER.] One who deals in fish. 

1464 Mann. §& Housch. Exp.243 The ferst day off Marche 
at the Fyshemongerys howse. 1594 Par Yewell-ho. 1. 9 
This maketh the Fishmongers Wiues so wanton. 1725 
Battey Zrasm. Collog. 309 It was at a time when ’tis the 
Fishmonger’s Fair. 1865 Dickens Mut, Fr. 1. xvii, The 
fishmonger pulls off his hat with an air of reverence, 

Hence Fishmongering v0/. sd., in quot. attrib. 
1862 H. Marryat Year ix Sweden 1. 160 Abraham Cabe- 
liau, known in the fishmongering world, from a cod which 
still bears his name, 

Fishpond (fi'fppnd). [f. as prec. + Ponp.] 

1. A pond in which fish are kept. 

¢ 1440 Promp. Par. 163/r Fisshe ponde, vivarium. 1653 
Watton Ager ii. 42 An herb Benione, which being hung 
in a linen cloth near a Fish Pond..makes him [an otter] 
avoid the place. 1777 W. Datrymrte Trav. Sp. & Port. 
liv, There is a terrass on the south side, with a fish-pond. 
1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. 1V. 723 A small country seat, 
surrounded by pleasant gardens and fishponds. . 
Jig. 1669 WoopnEap St. Teresa 1. xix, 117 To make so 
filthy a Fish-pond, as I was, so pure. 

b. Applied jocularly to the sea (cf. herring-pond). 

1604 Dekker Honest Wh, 1. Wks. 1873 II. 9 I had not 
saild a league in that great fishpond but I cast up my very 
gall. 166x Ocitpy His Mazesty’s Entert.18 The great Fish- 
pond Shall be thine. 1866 G. MacponaLp Anz. Q. Neighd. 
1, 3 Our queer German brothers over the Northern fish-pond. 

2. A depression in a card-table to contain ‘ fish’ 
(see F1sH sd.2) or counters. 

1785 Cowrer Let. to Newton 19 Mar., When covered 
with a table-cloth, the fish-ponds are not easily discerned. 

Fish-pool. [f. Fish 56.1] A pool of water 
to contain fish; a fishpond. 

c950 Lindisf. Gosp. John v. 7 In pet fiscpol [L. z# piscé- 
nam). c1o0e Suppl. Atlfric’s Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 178 
Uiuarium, fiscpol; Luripus uel piscina, fiscpol. c 1425 
Seven Sag. (P.) 883 To a fische-pole he come. 1529 Sup- 
plic. to King 48 Fyshe pooles well stored with dyuerse 
kyndes of fyshes. 1626 SurFL. & Marku. Country Farme 
77 The .. Fish-poole, which we haue appointed to be in 
the midst of our Court. 1718 Prior Solomon 1, 638 To the 
large Fish-pools, or the glassy Floods. 

b. (See quot.) 

1718 Steere & Gittmore (¢7¢Ze) An Account of the Fish- 
Pool: consisting of a Description of the Vessel so call’d, 
lately invented and built for the Importation of Fish alive. 


Fi-sh-scale. [f. Fisu sJ,1] One of the scales 
of a fish’s skin. Chiefly a¢trzb. (in quot. 1834 
referring to ichthyosis: cf. fish-skin disease below) ; 
fish-scale tile, a tile shaped like a fish scale. 

«1661 Hotypay Fuvenal 61 Was this a price for fish- 
scales? 1834 Goop Study Med. (ed. 4) 1V. 465 One case is 
recorded, in which the face was the only part exempted 
from the fish-scale covering. 1881 Younc Zvery Man his 
own Mechanic § 1260 Fish-scale tile slabs, £12 10s. per 100. 
Ibid. § 1261 The fish-scale slabs..are notched or rebated on 
the lower edge. 1882 Cautreitp & Sawarp Dict. Needle- 
work 207 Fish Scale Embroidery .. The principal parts of 
the design ., are covered over with brightly tinted Fish 
scales sewn to the foundation with coloured silks. 

Fish-skin (fifiskin). [f. Fisu 56.1] 

1. The skin of a fish. 

1651 J. Hatt Grounds of Monarchy u. 3x Hanging fish 
skins about the wals of the Chamber. 1759 CoLeBROOKE in 
Phil. Trans. LI, 43 A piece of old wainscoat..was smoothed 
with a fish-skin. 1859 LoweLL Biglow Papers Gloss., Fish- 
skin, used in New England to clarify coffee. 

2. attrib. and Comé.: fish-skin disease (also 
shortened /fisi-skzz), ichthyosis; fish-skin grain, 
grain (in leather) resembling the skin of a fish. 

1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3896/4 He..had about him a Fish 
skin Plaister-Box with Silver Instruments. 1814 T. Barte- 
MAN Cutan. Dis. (ed. 3) 49 The Jchthyosis, or fish-skin 
disease. 1834 Goop Study Med. (ed. 4) IV. 463 Lepidosis 
Ichthyiasis. Fish-skin. 1879 Eng. Mech. 11 Feb. 534/2 
Steel rollers, for making the ‘fish skin’ grain. | 

Fish-tail. [f Fisa 5.1] The tail of a fish. 
Chiefly a¢trzb. of things resembling a fish’s tail in 
shape or action, e. g. a spreading flame from a kind 
of gas-burner, hence called fish-tail burner, -jet 
(also shortened /ish-¢az/); fish-tail wind (see 


quot. 1875). 

1840 Mech. Mag. XXXII. 343/2 The best small light is 
..the fish-tail jet. 1852 J. Bourne Screw Propeller 56 
Fowles’s Fish-tail Propeller. 1864 Sava in Daily Tel. Oct., 
I turned on a fishtail burner. c1865 Letuesy in Circ. Sc. 
I. 128/2 In the case of cannel coal, the holes are small; and 
for common London gas tet oe rather large. The former 
are known by the name of Lancashire or Scotch fish-tails. 
1872 O. W. Homes Poet Breakf.-t. x. (1885) 247 We have 
no more reverence for the sun than we have for a fish-tail 

as-burner. 1875 Times 16 July 5/5 A nasty shifting breeze 
Rowing down alle ranges all day, now on this side, now on 
that,—a ‘fishtail’ wind. 1882 Daily News 15 Sept. 6/: 
The day was bright with a strong fish-tail wind. 1892 


[f. as prec. + 
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Daily News 29 Mar. 6/6, 1 spliced it to the bedstead, in 
what they call a fishtail knot. 
b. Hence as predicative adj. rare. 
1891 Daily News 28 Mar. 5/6 The wind was very fish-tail 


and tricky. 

+ Fish-whole, ¢. Ods. [f. Fisu sd.1] As 
sound as a fish ; thoroughly sound or healthy. 

a1225 Fuliana 59 Heo ase fischhal as bah ha nefde no- 
wher hurtes ifelet. c 1400 MAunpeEv.(Roxb.) xii. 52 He was 
clensed of lepre and made fisch hale. c1430 Chev. Assigne 
353 P Fyve cheynes I haue & pey ben fysh hole. 1599 
H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner M, As sound as a Trout. 
And another phrase, Fish-whole, I think is most ment of 
the Trout. . 

Fishwife (fifwoif). [fas prec.+ Wirn.] A 
woman who sells fish. 

1523 J. Roper Will in Archzol. Cant. (1859) II. 154, 
I bequethe to the making of an horse way, for the fisshe 
wyves. 1662 J. Davies tr. Olearius’ Voy. Amb, 80 They 
..abuse one another like Fish-wives. 1739 J. MILLER Fests 
exv, She bid the Fish-Wife about half what she asked. 
1867 J. Maccrecor Voy. Rob Roy (1868) 72, I took the tow- 
line thrown down from the quay by some sturdy fishwives. 

Fishy (fifi), z.  [f. as prec.+-y1.] 

1. Abounding in fish. Now Zoet. or humorous. 

1552 Hutoet, Fishye, or full of fishe .. Azscosus, piscu- 
lentus. 1632 J. Lee Short Surv. 20 Hath many fishie 
rivers and lakes. 1725 Porr Odyss. 1v. 499 Bait the barb’d 
steel, and from the fishy flood Appease th’ afflictive fierce 
desire of food. 1833 Blackw. Mag. XXXIII. 853 On the 
banks of that fishy loch we stood. 1870 Bryant //iad I. 1x. 
265 As when two winds upturn the fishy deep. 

2. Resembling a fish or something belonging to 
a fish; fish-like. 

1611 Bis_e 1 Sanz. v. 4 Only the stump [arg. fishy part] 
of Dagon was left. 1646 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. v. xix. 
260 The Mermaids..with womans head above, and fishy 
extremity below. 1703 MAUNDRELL Journ. Yerus. (1721) 
Add. 2 Two Syrens, which twining their fishy Tails to- 
gether, madea Seat. 1863 N. Macteop Remin. Highland 
Par. in Gd. Words 505 Lachlan had become so accustomed 
to this kind of fishy existence. 1868 Hetrs Realmah iii. 
47 I know nothing of these fishy, half-under-water people. 

Comb, 1825 J. NEAL Bro. Fonathan 11. xxvi, Getting over 
the ground upona pair of droll, fat, fishy looking legs, 

b. Of the eye: Dull, vacant of expression. 


Also in comb. jishy-eyed adj. 

1836 T. Hoox G. Gurney II]. 23 The door was opened 
by a tall, fishy-eyed maid. 1847 ALB. SmitH Chr. Tadpole 
xv. (1879) 136 The same vacant faces, looking with the 
same fishy stare into the lecturer’s countenance. 1862 
Sata Seven Sons I, vi. 128 A pallid young man with a fishy 
eye. 1877 A. B. Epwarps Uf Wile xi. 291 The Sheykh of 
the Cataract—a flat-faced, fishy-eyed old N ubian. 

8. Of odour, taste, etc.: Characteristic of or 


proceeding from fish. 

1616 CHapMaN Muszus 383 It is enough for thee To suffer 
for my love the fishy savours. 1667 Mirton P. ZL. tv. 168 
Better pleas’d Then Asmodeus with the fishie fume. 1791 
Cowper Odyss. 1v. 546 Which the fishy scent subdued. 
1837 M. Donovan Dom, Econ, II. 211 An example of a pure 
fishy taste without the slightest degree of rankness. 

4. Having the savour, smell, or taint of fish. 

1547 BoorpE Brev. Health § 292 Clawe nat the skyn with 
fyshye fyngers. 1667 H. Struspe in Phil. Trans. I. sor 
A Bird. .called a Pellican, but a kind of Cormorant, that is 
of taste Fishy. 1791 Map. D’Arsray Diary 8 Aug., The 
part by the sea. .was so. -fishy that I rejoiced when we left 
it. 1837 Hawrnorne Twice-told T. (1851) II. vi. 90 The 
very air was fishy. 

5. Consisting of fish ; produced from fish. 

1699 Dampier Voy. II, 1. ii. 28 Soy is made partly with 
a Fishy composition. 1725 PorE Odyss. v. 64 Watery fowl, 
that seek their fishy food. 1879 Cur. Rossetti Seek §& F, 
279 In connexion with the fishy family. 1884 /Z/ust. Lond. 
News 13 Dec. 571/3 The guests..washed down their fishy 
repast with Latour Blanche. ; i 

6. collog. or slang. a. (? With the notion ‘ slippery 
as a fish’, or perh. with allusion to meat with a 
‘fishy’ taste.) Of dubious quality, unreliable, 
questionable, ‘shady’. b. Having ‘fishy’ eyes 
(see 2 b); hence, languid or ‘seedy’, es. as the 


result of a debauch. 

1844 DisraELt Coningsby 1. ix, 1 thought it was all up.. 
The most fishy thing I ever saw. 1865 J. C. Witcocks 
Sea Fisherm. (1875) 117 There he lay .. certainly doosed 
fishy about the eyes. 1880 J. Payn Conjid. Agent III. 
151 Langton’s French is very fishy. 1882 Back Shandon 
Bells xi, 1 always heard he was fishy about money matters. 
1882 American V. 83 Altogether, the story is too fishy. 

Fisic, Fisician, obs. ff. Paysic, PHYSICIAN. 


Fisk: see Fiso. 
+ Fisk, v. Obs. Also 4-6 fysk(e, 6-8 fiske. 


[Possibly a frequentative (formed with % suffix as 
in walk, talk, lurk) of OE. fysaxz to hurry, or of 
fésian, fysian Furi v. Cf. the synonymous Sw. 
Jyaska, a frequentative of fjdsa to bustle, make a 
fuss.] itr. To move briskly, scamper about, frisk, 
whisk ; also with about, abroad, in and out, to 


and fro. 

c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Knt.1704 & he fyskez hem by-fore, bay 
founden hym sone. 1393 Lanai. P. PZ. C. x. 153 What 
frek of bys folde fiskeb bus a-boute? c¢1440 Promp. Parv. 
162/2 Fiskin a-bowte yn ydilnesse, vagor. 1549 LaTIMER 
4th Sern bef. Edw, VI (Arb.) 104 Than he is busi .. then 
he fyskes a brode. 1575 J. Stitt Gam, Gurton 1, ii. in 
Dodsl. O. PZ. Il. 10 Tome Tannkard’s Cow .. fysking with 
her taile. c1620 Z. Boyvp Zion's. Flowers (1855) 114 Why 
feare yee so, thus fisking in and out? @ 37e8 B. E. Dict. 
Cant. Crew, Gadding-Gossips, way-going Women, Fidging 
and Fisking everywhere. 1721-1800 in BAILEY. 








FISSIPAROUS. 


quasi-trans, 1556 J. Heywoon Spider § F. lvii. 242 If he 
scaped this, at all times to be ware, With faint fond flies, 
to fiske agayne a warfare. 

Hence Fi'sking vd/. sd, and fp/. a. Also Fi'sker, 
one who frisks or scampers about. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 162/2 Fyscare a-bowte ydylly, dis- 
cursor, discursatrix, vagulus vel vagator. 1523 FiTZHERB. 
Husb. § 45 If a shepe haue mathes, ye shall perceyue it by 
her bytynge, or fyskynge. 1592 G. Harvey Pierce’s Super. 
175 Not such an other mutterer .. or a fisking will. 160x 
Deacon & Watker Answ. to Darvel 190 Being growne 
very wearie with your violent fiskings, 1611 Corer. s.v. 
Trotiere, A fisking huswife, a raunging damsell. c 1620 
Z. Boyp Zion's Flowers (1855) 91 Thoughts. .Come buzzing 
so within my .. breast, With fisking traine. 1675 Rules of 
Civility v in Antiquary (1880) II. 58/2 Madam .. fisking 
and pratling are but ill ways to please. 

Fisnamy, fisonomie, obs. ff. PHys1oGNomy. 

}+Fiss-buttocked, «. ? Ods. 

1552 HuLoet, Fissebuttocked sowe, tarda mulier, trossa. 

Fissenless, var. of FoIsontEss. 

Fissi-, less correctly fisso-, used as combining 
form of L. fissus, pa. pple. of findére to split, em- 
ployed in Bzo/., Phys., Zool., in terms formed chiefly 
on the analogy of late L. fisstpés (see FIss1PED) to 
indicate the condition of being cleft. Fi:ssi- 
costate a, [L. costa rib: see CostaTE], haying the 
nervures or ribs divided (Syd. Soc. Lex.), Fi:ssi- 
da‘ctyl, -yle a. [Gr. daxrvA-os finger], having 
the digits divided. Fi:ssigemma‘tion, a mode 
of reproduction intermediate between fission and 
gemmation. Fi:ssili-ngual a. [L. “xgua tongue 
+-AL], having the tongue cleft; said of a sub- 
order of saurian reptiles, hence called /ésszlinguza. 
Fi:ssipa‘lmate a. [see PALMATE], partially web- 
footed ; semipalmate. Hence Fi:ssipalma‘tion, 
partial palmation, or incomplete webbing of the 
toes. Fi:ssiparturi'tion, the action of giving 
birth to young by fission (in quot. ¢ransf.). 
Fissirostral a. [L. rvostry-um+-au], having a 
deeply cleft beak ; belonging to the order of birds 
thence called /ésszvostres. Fi:ssiro’strate a. [as 
prec. +-aTE2] =prec. 

1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 268/r Families of the Fissi- 
rostral tribe. 1856-8 W. CLrarxk Van der Hoeven’s Zool. 
II. 377 Natatores.—Feet .. palmate or fisso-palmate. 1881 
O. Fisuer in Nature XXV. 243 The act of fissiparturition 
by which the moon was born must have been sudden. 

Fissibility (fisibiliti). [badly f. L. fiss- ppl. 
stem of findére to split, cleave +-(z)bzlety -1TY.] 
The quality of being easily cleft. 

1798 Pennant Hindoostan I. 144 They [bamboo canes] are 
often made use of for frames of houses, for which their ready 
fissibility, and their lightness, peculiarly adapt them. 

Fissile (fi'sil), a. Also 7 fissel, 8 fissil. [ad. 
L. jessil-ts, f. findéve to cleave: see -ILE. Cf. Fr. 

Jissile.| Capable of being divided or split; cleay- 
able ; inclined or tending to split. 

1661 LoveLt Hist. Anim. §& Min. Introd., Some are Fissil, 
as the spectacle stone; others not, as mettals. 1756 C. 
Lucas Ess. Waters I1. 128 It springs slowly through a soft, 
fissil rock. 1830 LyeLt Princ. Geol, (1875) IL. 11. xlviii. 572 
Layers of drift peat, sand or fissile clay, 1857 H. Miter 
Test. Rocks xi. 427 They communicate often a fissile cha- 
racter to the stone in which they occur. 1887 Bowen Virg. 
AE neid v1. 180 Ash-hewn timbers and fissile oaks with the 
wedges are rent. 

Hence Fic-ssileness = next. 

1727 Battey vol. II, Fzss¢/eness, aptness to be cleaved. 

Fissility (fisi'liti). [f Fissme+-1ry.] The 
quality of being fissile or cleavable. 

1670-81 in BLount Glossogy. 1689 G. Harvey Curing 
Dis. by Expect. xxii. 178 The knowledge of..the fissility of 
astone. 1837 J. Maccuttocu Attributes God ILI. xlv. 202 
Had the fissility of slate not been known it would scarcely 
have been credited. 1882 Geixie 7ext-bk. Geol. 11. 11. § 6. 
121 This superinduced fissility or ‘cleavage’ has resulted 
from an internal rearrangement of the particles. : 

Fission (fifan). [ad. L. fisscon-em, n. of action 
f. jindére to split.] 

1. The action of splitting or dividing into pieces. 

1865 Pop. Sc. Rev. Jan. 177 Fission or the separation of 
cuttings is used to perpetuate the same variety. s 

2. spec. in Biol. The division of a cell or organism 
into new cells or organisms, as a mode of repro- 
duction. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anime. Kingd. 49 In some elongated 
species the fission is effected in a longitudinal direction. 
1846 Patrerson Zoo/. 38 A Medusa may actually be gener- 
ated .. by fertile ova, by gemmation, and by spontaneous 
fission. 

transf, 1883 Anpott A phadet, Vau had the singular fate of 
generating four other letters by a sort of spontaneous fission. 

Fissiparous (fisi‘pares). [f. mod.L. type 

Jissipar-us (f. Fisst- + L. parére to bring forth ; in- 
“correctly on analogy of vrvéparus)+-ous.] a. Of 
organisms: Producing new individuals by fission. 
b. Of or pertaining to the process of reproduction 
by fission. Hence Fissi‘parously adv. 

1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 145/2 The first of these modes 
of reproduction is entitled fissiparous. 1872 NicHoLson 
Paizont. 94 The polypes produced fissiparously resemble 
one another in organization, 1887 W. Hoorrer in Encyc?. 
Brit. XXII. 464 Organisms which are fissiparous, and when 
cut in two form two fresh independent organisms. ; 

transf. 1874 Mor.ey Compromise (1886) 70 All error is 
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FISSIPED, 


what physiologists term fissiparous. og x Times 21 Nov. 
9/2 Scotch Home Rule and, perhaps, half-a-dozen other 
fissiparous developments of ‘ national life’. 

So Fi:ssipara'tion, the process of fissiparous 
reproduction. Fissi‘parism = prec. Fi:ssipa‘rity, 
the attribute of being fissiparous. 

1864 Athenxum No. 1920. 2316/1 Fissiparation and gem- 
mation. 1868 E. P. Wricut Ocean World iv. 77 ‘This is 
what Naturalists term generation by division—fissiparism 
or fission, 1872 Dana Corals i. 57 This dividing one’s self 
in two, for the sake of an increase of population, is the 
process called spontaneous fission or fissiparity. 1891 
Monist 1. 627 The change from fissiparity to sexuality, 

Fissiped, fissipede (fisiped, -pzd), a. and 
sb. [ad. late L. fisseped-em, f. fiss-us, pa. pple. of 
Jindére to split + fed-em, pés foot.] 

A. adj. Having the toes separated. 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Fissifed, cloven-footed. 1847 
Craic, Fissifed. 1882 W. A. Forses in Nature No, 639. 
287 The three great groups of fissiped Carnivora. 

B. sb. An animal having its toes divided. 

In the two first quots. the word may be Latin. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. i. 234 It is discribed like 
fissipedes, or birdes which have their feet or clawes divided, 
1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 309/2 Fissipedes, or having 
open Toes .. [are] Aquatick Birds living much in Water. 
1847 Craic, Wissifed. 1854 Encycl. Brit. VII. 542 The 
second subdivision, denominated Fissipedes, are destitute 
of pincers. 

Hence Fissipedal a., Fissi‘pedate a. = Fis- 
SIPED @, 

1883 W. H. Fowrer in Zucycl. Brit. XV. 434/t The 
Fissipedal Carnivora were divided by Cuvier into two 
groups. 1884 .S ya. Soc. Lex., Fissipedate. 

Fissive (fisiv), a [f. L. type */sstvus, f. 
Jindére (pa. pple. fissws) to split.] Pertaining to, 
or of the nature of, fission. 

1875 Huxtey & Martin Elem. Biol. v. 29 The whole 
plant is built up by the fissive multiplication of the simple 
cell in which it takes its origin, 

[f. next vb.] 


Fissle, fistle (fis), 5b. Sc. 
‘ Bustle, fuss’ (Jam.). 

1719 Hamitton 24, to Ramsay 24 July, O sic a fike and 
sic a fistle I had about it. 1768 Ross Helenore 1. 35 The 
oddest fike an’ fisle that e’er was seen, 

Fissle, fistle (fis’l), v. Sc. and dial. Also 
fisle, fissil. [echoic: cf. Fizzun.] 

1. inty. To make a slight continued noise; to 


rustle ; to move with such a noise. 

1721 Ramsay Ws.1. Gloss. Fistle to stir. 1789 Davipson 
Seasons, Winter 232 Or icicle drop frae the bended twig, Wi’ 
fissling din, amang the leafless bri’rs. 1816 Scorr Aztzg. ix, 
‘He heard the curtains o’ his bed fissil’, 1823 Gat 2. 
Gilhaize I11. 65 The wind again began to fisle, and the signs 
of atempest wereseen. 1851 GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms, 
Northumb. & Durh. 26 Fissle, Fistle, to make a crepitant 
noise or faint crackling. 1856 T. Airp Poet. Wks. 132 The 
little mouse .. Creeps from her hole and fissles through the 
grass. 1859 Ad/ Year Round No. 34. 179 The dead leaves 
were fistling in troops down the lanes, 

To move about restlessly or uneasily; to fidget. 

1785 Burns Ef. to ¥. Lapraik xxii, Twa lines frae you 
wad gar me fissle. 1855 Robinson Whitby Gloss., Fizsling, 
fidgeting as a person in a state of bodily uneasiness. 1863 
Rosson Bards of Tyne 319 Whole patriot bands .. Do fyke 
and fistle sair about her. 

Fissle, dial. form of THISTLE. 

Fissural (fi'fitral), a. [f. Fissure sd. +-au.] 
Of or pertaining to a fissure, also, inclined to form 
or having fissures. 

1881 WILDER & Gace Anat. Techn. sor (Cent. Dict.), To 
confine the discussion of the fissural pattern to a brief 
statement of what appear to be the constant and inconstant 
fissural characters. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fissuralangcionta, 
angeioma of the natural fissures of the body. 

Fissuration (fifiuréi:fon). [a. F. fissuration, 
n, of action f. fissurer: see FISSURE v. and -ATION.] 

1. The action of fissuring or splitting asunder; 
the state of being fissured or cleft. 

1864 /ztell. Observ. No. 33. 193 A slight fissuration of the 
caudal end. 1887 Amer. FYrul. Psych. 1, 342 Whether 
fissuration be due to mechanical causes or [etc.]. 

2. Biol, =FIssion. 

1867 J. Hoce Microsc. u, ii. 403 The multiplication of the 
species is effected in some by spontaneous division or 
fissuration, 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Hissuration. 

Fissure (ficfitir), sd. [a. F. fissure, ad. L, fis- 
siira, f. findére (pa. pple. fissus) to cleave.] 

1. A cleft or opening (usually rather long and 
narrow) made by splitting, cleaving, or separation 
of parts ; ‘a narrow chasm where a breach has been 
made’ (J.). 

1606 R, Cawprey Table Alph., Fissure, rift, cleft, or 
pertition, 1677 PLor Ox/ordsh, 235 Of but few gallons of 
water forced through a narrow Fissure, he could raise 
a mist in his Garden. 1695 Woopwarp Wat. Hist. Earth 
(1723) 6 Those Strata were divided by parallel Fissures. 
1730-46 Tomson Autumn 811, I see .. The gaping fissures 
to receive the rains. 1814 Cary Dante, /nf. x1v. 107 Each 
part, except the gold, is rent throughout; And from the 
fissure tears distil, 1856 Srantey Sinai & Pad. ii. (1858) 
112 The vast fissure of the Jordan valley. 

b. fig. (of non-material cleavage). 

1876 Dousr Grimm's L. § 61. 150 A dialectic fissure, as it 
were, was originated. 1890 Spectator 5 July, They .. were 
-. divided by too deep a social fissure from the Indians 
whom they were expected to convert. 

2. spec. a. Path, A narrow solution of continuity 
produced by injury or by ulceration; also, an in- 
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complete fracture of a bone, without separation of 
parts. (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

cx400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 270 Whanne be bowels fallip 
adoun poru3 a fissure .i, a brekynge. 160r Hoxttanp Pliny 
xx1. xx, [It cureth] the Fissures in the seat. 1676 WisEMAN 
Surg. v. ix. 379 By a Fall or Blow the Scull may be fissured 
or fractured ., this Fracture or Fissure may be under the 
Contusion, or [etc.]. 1706 Puittirs (ed. Kersey), /7zssure 
.-In Surgery a kind of Fracture, or breaking of a Bone, 
that happens in the length of it. 1767 Goocu Treat, Wounds 
I. 249 ‘Lhe best Authors .. divide the injuries, of which the 
skull is susceptible, into five kinds, as a fissure, a fracture, 
[etc.]. 1876 Dunrine Dis. Skin 49 Fissures are linear 
wounds having their seat in the epidermis or corium. 

b. Anat., Bot. etc. A natural cleft or opening in 
an organ or part; e. g. one of the sz/cz or depres- 
sions which separate the convolutions of the brain. 

1656-74 BLounr Glossogr., Fissure, a cleft, a division, 
a parted leaf. 1713 Dernam Phys.-Theol. ww. ii. 101 In 
other Animals the Fissure of the Pupil is erect. 1797 M. 
Baie Aorb, Anat. (1807) 184 The mouth of the earth 
worm consists of a small longitudinal fissure. 1871 Darwin 
Desc. Man I. i. 10 Bischoff .. admits that every chief 
fissure and fold in the brain of man has its analogy in that 
of the orang, 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fissure ..in Botany, 
the line of cleavage of seed vessels and anthers, and the 
clefts of a divided leaf, : 

ce. Her. A diminutive of the bend sinister, being 
one fourth of its width. Also, a riband, or eighth 


part of a bend (ods.). 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. E vijb, Thys fyssure is calde 
a staffe, and in french it is cald a baston. 1862 LEIGH 
Armorie 110 b, A ribande. .conteineth in bredeth, the eight 
parte of y® bende .. This ys also called a Fissure. 1610 
Guitim Heraldry u. v. (1611) 53 It is commonly called a 
Fissure. .in that it cuts or rents the coat armour in twaine. 
1828-40 Berry Lxcycl. Herald.1, Fissure is the fourth part 
of the bend sinister and by some called a staf? 

3. The action of cleaving or splitting asunder ; 
the state of being cleft ; cleavage. 

1633 T. Apams Zp. 2nd Peter i. 11. 226 The apertion of 
heaven. .in these places signifies. .a visible fissure of heaven. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp, xxviii. (1856) 232 On striking the 
surface with a walking-pole .. lines of fissure radiated from 
the point of impact. 

4. attrib. and Comb., as fissure theory; fissure 
claim, -needle, vein (see quots.). 

1871 TynpaLt Prag. Sc. (1879) I. ix. 281, I had heard the 
Via Mala cited as a conspicuous illustration of the fissure 
theory. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., Pissure-needle, a spiral 
needle for catching together the gaping lips of wounds. 
188r Raymonp Jdining Gloss., Fissure-vein, a fissure in 
the earth’s crust filled with mineral. 1886 Vork Herald 
4 Aug. 1/4 As usual in such fissure veins..as. the workings 
increase in depth the lode will considerably increase both in 
thickness and richness. 1894 Westm. Gaz. 4 May 6/1 The 
reef. .is reported, .to be a true fissure claim. 

Fissure (fi‘fit), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To make a fissure or fissures in; to 
cleave, split. 

_ 1656 Ripctey Pract. Physic 173 When the inward place 
is Fissured, the outward remaining unhurt. 1676 [see 
Fissure sé, 2], 1841 Lever C. O’Madley xlvii, The French 
cannon had fissured the building from top to bottom, 1863 
Lyett Antig. Man xi. (ed. 3) 202 By that convulsion the 
region around Natchez was..much fissured. 1869 PHiLtips 
Vesuv, viii. 237 The strata would be fissured and displaced, 

2. intr. To break into, or open in, fissures; to 
become cleft or split. 

Hence Fi'ssuring v/. sb. and ppl. a. 

1830 LyeLt Princ. Geol. I. 419 The rending and fissuring 
of the ground. 1859 Topp Cycl. Anat. V. 49/2 The process 
of fissuring or segmentation, 1862 G. P. Scrore Volcanos 
47 The fissuring effect upon solid rocks. 

Fissured (fi'fitud), Ad/. a. [f. Fissure 5d, or 
v.+-ED.] Having a fissure or fissures ; broken up 
by fissures. 

1788 T. TayvLor Comment. of Proclus I. p. cxii, Quadrupeds 
having solid or many fissured hoofs. 1816 SHELLEY Adasfor 
579 Ivy clasped The fissured stones with its entwining arms. 
1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. xvi. (1873) 352 Fluids that escape 
from the fissured ground. 1872 OLIVER Elem, Bot, 1. iii. 21 
Which lobes, after the expansion of the flower, become 
fissured near their margins. ~ 

Fissureless (fifitsleés), a. [f. Fissure sd. + 
-LESS.] Without a fissure or fissures. 

1875 Bennett & Dyer tr. Sachs’ Bot, ut. iii. 650 The 
fissureless pieces of ice. F : 

Fissuriform (fi‘fitirif7im), a. [f. Fissure sd. 
+-(1)FoRM.] Resembling a fissure in form. 

1861 Hutme_ tr. Moguin-Tandonx i. Vu. xii. 388 The two 
lateral pits..are fissuriform. 

Fissury (fi'fitri), @ monce-wd. [f. as prec. + 
-y1.] Having, or full of, fissures. 

1825 Blackw. Mag. XVII. 339 Should the rock .. happen 
to be loose or fissury. 

Fist (fist), sd.) Forms: 1 f¥st, (fest), 2-6 
fest(e, (3 south. veste), 3-5 fust(e, (3 south. 
vuste), 4-5 feest, 4-6 fyst(e, 4, 6-7 fiste, 5~ fist. 
[OE. fyst str. fem. corresponds to OFris. /és¢, 
MLG. fist (Du. vist), OHG. fist (MHG. vist, 
mod.Ger. faust) :—WGer, *fistt. 

By some scholars this is referred to an OTeut. form 
*fahsti-z, *funhsti-z:—pre-Teut. *pygstis (whence OSI. 
Pesti of same meaning), f. ablaut-variant of *Jexge Five. 

1. The hand clenched or closed tightly, with the 
fingers doubled into the palm : 

a. gen., esp. for the purpose of striking, 

agoo Lorica Gloss. 49 in O.E. Texts (1885) 173 Pugnas, 

fyste. cxo0o Aitrric Zod. xxi, 18 Gif men cidab & hira 








FIST. 


ober hys nextan mid .. fyste stich. c1og0 Monastic Sign- 
language in Techmer's Internat. Zeitschr. f. allg. Sprgsch. 
Il. 124 Rer up pine feeste. c1160 Hatton Gosp. Mark xiv. 
65 Sume .. mid festen hine beaten. c 1205 Lay. 22785, & 
seodden pa uustes uusden to sweoren. a1225 Ancr. R 

106 He polede .. bet te Giws dutten .. his deorewurde mud 
mid hore dreori fustes. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 105 Pe 
fyngris of his hand ben folden into his fist. 1490 CaxTon 
Lneydos xxvii. 107 Smytynge her brestes wyth her handes 
and fustes. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W.) 253b, They 
layde on hym with theyr fystes and other wepens. 1588 
Marprel. Epist, (Arb.) 4 You will shortly .. haue twenty 
fistes about your eares, 1626 J. Pory in Ellis Orig. Lett. 
1, 331 III. 239 The Queen..brake the glasse windowes with 
her fiste. 1650 BULWER Azthrofomet. 175 He only fights 
with a closed fist. 1740 Somervitte Hobdinol u. 294 His 
Tron Fist descending crush’d his Skull. 1840 Dickens Old 
C. Shop v, Testifying .. a vehement desire to shake her 
matronly fist at her son-in-law. 1865 Kincstey Hevew, II, 
li. 36 Which we inherited by right of fist. 


b. for clasping or holding something within. 
Hence also, grasp, grip, clutches. Now chiefly 


Jocular. 

Cf. F. ozing, still the ordinary word in this sense. In 
Eng. Zand is now commonly used. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 345 Bobe hys honden he nom Vol 
of pe poudre & of be erpe .. And closedes to gader & hys 
fustes bobe adrou. ¢13z0 R. Brunne Medit, 212 He jet 
pou seest yn pe prestes fest. «1400 Pxymer (1891) 18 He 
. hooldith the world in his feest. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 10995 
Philmen the fre kyng, bat he in fyst hade, 1483 CaxTon 
G. de la Tour E vij, She with her fyst tooke hym fast by 
the mantell. cx1g00 J/elusive xxxviil. 302 The geaunt, that 
held his sype in his fyst. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 2 He 
that a little before perswaded himselfe to have helde all 
England in his fist, now [etc.]. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. U1. Vii. 
34 More light then Culver in the Faulcons fist. 1676 Hoses 
Iliad (1677) 244 Lycon..broke his sword: one part staid in 
his fist; The other flew. 1727-38 Gay Faddes u1. ix. 10, I 
know, that in a modern fist, Bribes in full energy subsist. 
1807-8 Syp. Smitu Plyzley’s Lett. Wks. 1859 II. 139/2 No 
eel in the well-sanded fist of a cook-maid .. ever twisted .. 
as [etc]. 1833 Mrs. Browninc Prometh. Bound Poems 
(1850) I. 182 To shatter in Poseidon’s fist ‘The trident-spear. 
1864 Sir F, Patcrave Norm. §& Eng. 111. 19 The leash 
in his fist. 

ec. In various phrases: Zo grease the fist or 
(one) zz the fist: to bribe, pay well; so, +¢o 
mollify the fist. To make a (good, poor, etc.) fist: 
collog. to make a (good, etc.) attempt af some- 
thing. Also, Hand over fist, hand to fist: see 


HiAnp. 

1598 Br. Hatt Sad. 1v. v. 2 That some fat bribe might 
grease him in the fist. 1698 Fryer Acc. 2. India & P. 98 
Till a right understanding be created .. which commonly 
follows when the Fist is mollified. 1700 S. L. tr. /xyke's 
Voy. E. Ind. 111, 1 had now and then greased the Chief 
Surgeons Fist. 1880 Howetts Undisc. Country vy. 87 Mrs. 
Burton is really making a very pretty fist at a salon. 

d. in Falconry, with reference to carrying hawks. 

1482 Monk of Evesham xxxiii. (Arb.) 75 Sothely he bare 
there on hys fyste a lytyll byrdde lyke a sparhauke. 1486 
Bk. St. Albans Dj b, When ye haue yowre hawke on yowre 
fyst. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Epigr. (1867) 214 They 
[falcones] wyll check oft, but neuer come to the fist. 1828 
J. S. Sesricut Obser v. Hawking 47 The goshawk is termed 
a hawk of the fist, because it is from thence, and not from 
the air, that he flies at his game. 1865 Kincstey Hevew. 
xy, He will have his hawks to sit on his fist. 

e. Used occasionally for: + (a) A blow with the 
fist (ods.) ; (0) the art of using the fists, boxing. 

1767 H. Brooke Fool of Quai. I. iii. 74 Harry gave him 
such a sudden fist in the temple as drove him staggering 
backward. Jéid. I. vi. 206 [He] gave him such a sudden 
fist in the mouth. a@ 1839 Prarp Poencs (1864) II. 13 Skilful 
in fencing and in fist. 


2. The hand, not necessarily clenched or closed, 


Oés. exc. in jocular use. 

a31300 Mragm. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 322 Thelbowes to the 
schare, the fustes to the chynne. ¢1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 
4059 Mani he smot of fot & fest. 1393 Lancet P, PZ. C. 
xx, 124 The fader is penne as pe fust with fynger and with 
paume. ax1400-50 Alexander 4674 With ilka fingire on 
soure fist. 1583 SranyHurst Aeneis 1. (Arb.) 28 This fist 
shal sacrifice great flocks on thy sacred altars. 1586 J. 
Hooker Girald. Irel. in Holinshed 11. 24/2 She .. did 
wring hir fists, and cried out with a lowd voice. 1628 
Forp Lovers Mel. u. i, Humbly on my knees I kiss your 
gracious hand. I have a fist for thee too, stripling. | 1650 
Butwer Axnthroponcet. ii. 113 The people of Numidia eat 
out of their Fist. 1708 Morreux Rabelais iv. v. (1737) 20 
Panurge and his Antagonist shak’d Fists. 1719 D’Urrey 
Pills (1872) III. 105 Each Lad took his Lass by the Fist. 
Mod, collog. Give us your fist, old fellow: ze shake 
hands, 

b. Print. slang. An index mark @@. 

1888 in Jacost Printer’s Vocab. s.v. 


8. The ‘hand’ that one writes; handwriting. 


Now only jocudar. 

{1524 R. Dorrnine Le?. 19 Apr. in M. A. E. Wood Let#?. 
R. Ladies (1846) Il. 23 The letter is subscribed and signed 
‘By the rude fist of your servant .. Richard Dolphine’.] 
a1553 Upatt Royster D. u1. vy. Loke you on your owne 
fist, and I will looke on this. 1567 TurBerv. Ovid's Ep, 
Ulysses to Penelope U jb, I knewe thy freendly fist at first. 
c1690 in Bagford Ballads (1877) 757 Several Yards of Fist 
Were wanting to compleat the List. 1864 Derby Day i. 8 
Your friend writes a tolerable fist. ‘ 

4. attrib. and Comb., as fist-like adj.; jistwise 
adv.; fist-ball (see quot.) ; fist-fight, a duel with 
fists ; fist-free a@., unharmed by blows; fist-law 
(=Ger. faustrecht), the right of the strongest ; fist- 
mate, an opponent in a boxing-match; + fist- 


FIST. 


meat, in phr. ¢o eat fist-meat, to receive a blow in 
the mouth from a fist; fist-work, fighting with 
the fists. Also CLoSsE-FIST. 

1585 Hicins tr. Nomenclator 296 Follis .. a *fist ball or 
a_wind ball beaten with the fists to and froin play. 1603 
Hotianp Plutarch’s Mor. v. iv. 773 At hurl-bats and *fist- 
fight. 1615 Tomxis Albuazar v. ix, Neuer a sute I wore 
today, but hath been soundly basted. Onely this faithfull 
Countrey-case 'scap’t *fist-free. 1831 Lxaminer 436/ It 
was probably acquired .. by *fist-law (the gus gladzi, or 
Faustrecht, of the old Civilians). 1856 R. A. VaucHan 
Mystics (1860) I. 35 A rough age of fist-law. 1647 R. 
Srapy_ton Fuvenal 214 Hie [His?] *fist-like dowcets. 1834 
Lanpor Ws. (1846) II, 239/2 A third [fights] because the 
next parish is an eyesore to him, and his *fist-mate is 
from it. 1563 Yack Fugeler (Grosart 1873) 47 Gentlemen 
are you disposed to eat any *fist-mete? 1393 Lanct. P. PZ. 
C. xx. 150 As my hand and my fyngres, Vnfolde ober 
yfolde, a *fust-wise ober elles, Al is hit bote on hand. 
a 1603 T. Cartwricut Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) 514 The 
same hand which being first stretched forth palm-wise, is 
after gathered fist-wise. 1819 T. Moore Yom Crib’s Ment. 
(ed. 3) 6 A Ring and fair *fist-work at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Fist (feist), 50.2 Forms: 5 fyyst, 5-7, 9 fiste, 
6-7 fiest, fyest, fyst(e, 9 Sc. feist, 7, 9 fist. 
Also Foisr. [First appears in 15thc., though 
OE. has the vbl. sb. /¢stzug (see under Fist v.”). 
The various WGer. langs. have synonymous words 
representing the three ablaut-types fadst-, ftst-, fist-: 
MDnu. veest, mod.Du. vzjst, MLG. vist, mod.HG. 
fist. Cf. ON. fisa (Da. fise) to break wind, and 
see FISE sd, 

A view widely held is that OTeut. */s¢i- is f. *fest :— 
OAryan *fezd- whence L. pédere, Gr. Bdew (from dzd-), Lith. 
bezdyti, and that the root “zs was evolved from this; but 
the hypothesis does not clearly account for the facts.] 

+1. A breaking wind, a foul smell, stink. Ods. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 163/1 Fyyst, stynk, Zivida. 1511 De- 
maundes joyous in Kemble Salomon (1848) 288 It is fartes 
and fyestes. a@ 1529 SKELTON Elynour Rumimyng 343 Jone 
sayne she had eaten a fyest; By Christ, sayde she, thou 
lyest, I haue as swete a breth As thou. 1605 Jonson, etc. 
Eastward Hoe w, F iv b, Marry, fyste o’ your kindnesse. 
I thought as much. 1611 Cortcer., Secrette .. a fiste. 1664 
Corton Scarron. 44 With that he whistled out most mainly. 
You might have heard his Fist.. From one side of the skie 
to th’ t’ other. 

+2. The fungus usually known as puff-ball (Lyco- 
perdon bovista). Also called Buurist, PuckFist 
(see those words) and Wolves’ fist. Obs. 

1597 GrrarDE Herbal i. clxii. 1386 Puffe Fistes are 
commonly called in Latine Lvpz crepitus or Woolfes Fistes. 
1611 Corcr., Vesse de loup, the dustie or smoakie Toad- 
stole called..Bull fyste, Puffyst, wolues fyste. 

3. U.S. dial. A small dog. Cf. fisting-hound. 

1860 BartLett Dict. Amer., Histe (é as in mice). 

4. Comb., fist-ball = Fuzz-BALL, PUFF-BALL. 

1635 Herrick K. Obvon’s Feast Poems (1869) 471 A little 
fust-ball [1648 Lesfer. 137 Fuz-ball] pudding standes By. 
1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. xiv. lxiv. 1324 The Fusse balls 
or rather Foist or Fist balls. 


Fist (fist), v1 [f. Fier 53,1] 
+1. zxtr. To fight with the fists. Ods. 


?a@1300 Salomon & Sat. (1848) 272 Pou most fist and fle 
ylome wip eye ant wip herte. 1705 [see Fistinc wd. sd.], 

2. trans. To strike with the fist, beat, punch. 

1597 SuHaks. 2 Hen. JV, u. i. 23 If I but fist him once. 
1681 Drypen SZ. /7zar v. ii, 1 saw him spurning and fist- 
ing her most unmercifully. 1876 Tennyson //aro/d 1. i, 
The boy would fist me hard. 

3. To grasp or seize with the fist; to handle. 


Now esp. Naut. + To fist about, to hand round. 

1607 SHAKS. Cov. Iv. v. 131 We haue beene downe to- 
gether in my sleepe.. fisting each others Throat. 1685 
Corton tr. AZontaigne I. 621 Neither is it [the Bible] a 
book for every one to fist. 17or Farqunar Sir H. Wildair 
ul, i, I warrant they [salvers] were fisted about among his 
dirty Jevee of disbanded officers. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. 

* Mast 124 We had to fist the sail with bare hands. 1867 
SmytuH Sailor's Word-bk., Fist, to handle a rope or sail 
promptly. 1870 Mreape Ride N. Zealand 356 ‘To see me 
take off my coat and fist an oar, 

+4. Zo fist (a person) with: to place in his 
hand, to make to accept. Ods. rare. 

1599 Life Sir T. More in Wordsw. Eccl. Biog. II. 85 
For all theire importunate pressinge of him they could by 
no means fist him with one penny thereof. 

Hence Fisting v/. sé., the action of the vb. 

1608 Suaxs. Per. 1v. vi. 177 To the choleric fisting of 
every rogue Thy ear is liable. 1705 E. Warp Hud. Rediv. 
1, 1. 88 Each Zealot’s Purity consisting In bitter Words, 
and sometimes fisting. 

+ Fist, v.2 Os. Forms: 5 fyistyn, 6 fyest, 
(fiesten, fysthe), 6-7 fyst(e. [? OF. *//stax (? im- 
plied in fésting vbl. sb.), f. */ést sb. (see prec.) ; cf. 
Du. wijsten, veesten, MHG. visten.] 

intr. To break wind. 

c1440 Pronp. Parv. 163/x Fyistyn, cacco, livido. 
Parser. 549/t Beware nowe thou fysthe nat. 1570 Levins 
Manip. 92/25 To Fyest, pedere. 1605 Marston Dutch 
Courtezan iv. v. Gij, I must fiddle him till he fyst. 16x 
Corer., Vessiv, to fyste, to let a fyste. 

Hence Fisting vé/. sb. Also Fi'ster, one who 
fists. 

¢ro000 Aitrric Gloss. in Wr,-Wiilcker 162/43 Fesiculatio, 
fisting. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 163/1 Fyystynge, liridacio. 
527 ANDREW Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters F ij, As with 
fystynge and shytyng. 1580 Hottysanp Treas. Fr. Tong, 
Cest un gros, un grand vesseur, a great farter or fyster. 
x61 Coter., Venneur, a fizzler or fyster. 


1530 
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Fisted (fistéd), 2A/. a. [f. Fis 5.14 -2p2.] 
ue or possessed of fists, fighting with the 
sts. 
1806 Sporting Mag. XXVII. 243 The fisted knights being 
well matched. 
b. In combination with some defining prefix, as 
close-, clumsy-, hard-fisted: see those words. 


Fister. [f.as prec.+-rr1.] A blow with the 
fist. 

1825 CorrermpcE Lit, Rem. IV. 281 A partizan enjoying 
every hard thump and smashing fister he gives the adversary. 

Fistful (fistful), sd. [f. as prec. +-FuL.] As 
much as a fist will hold, a handful. 

1611 CoteGr., Porgnée, a handfull, fistfull. 1862 TroLLtore 
Orley I, I. xxii, Felix .. brought forth a fistful of fruit. 
1872 Besant & Rice Ready-Money M. xviii, Sometimes 
with a fistful of money, sometimes without a dollar. 

Fistiana (fistijena, -2-na). humorous. [f. as 
prec. +-(1)ANA: cf. doxzana.] Matters relating to 
the fists and boxing. 

1840 (¢7¢Ze) Fistiana or the Oracle of the Ring. 1857 
Kincstey Z2o Y. Ago Il. 129 When you are driven 
against the ropes, ‘hit out’, is the old rule of Fistiana and 
common sense. 1881 R. BucHAnan in Just. Lond, News 
3 Oct. 355/r In matters of fistiana, science, combined with 
pluck, is everything. 

+ Fistic, sd. Obs. Forms: 6 fistike, (festike, 
fystike), 6-7 fistick, 7, 9 fistic. [ad. (through 
med.L. jistecum) Arab. (gimd fistug, fustuq, -aq, 
a. Pers. sim) Dtstak, whence ultimately PIstacuio.] 


=Pisvacuio. Also, fisttc nut, tree. 

1548 Turner Vames of Herbes 63 Pistacia are called of 
the poticaries Fistica, they may be called in english Fistikes 
or Festike nuttes. c1550 Lioyp Treas. Health (1585) C ij, 
Oyle of Fystikes healeth the hemicrane. 1562 TuRNER 
Herbal u. 91 b, The figure of y® fistic tre is almost rounde. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens v1. \viii. 734 The tree which bringeth 
foorth Fistick Nuts. 1640 Parkinson 7heat. Bot. xvi, xx. 
1416 The Fisticke Nut groweth to be a tree of a reasonable 
large sise. 1655 Mouret & Benner Health's Improv. 
(1746) 300 Fisticks .. are Nuts growing in the Knob of the 
Syrian or Egyptian Turpentine-tree. 1708 MorrEeux Rabelais 
1v. Ix. (1737) 247 Pistachoes, or Fistick-Nuts. 

Fistic (fistik), @. Not in dignified use. [f. 
Fist sé.1+-10.] Pertaining to or concerned with 
the fists or their use in boxing; pugilistic. 

1806 Sporting Mag. XXVIII. 146 Having a little know- 
ledge of the fistic science. 1812 S. Jones in D. E. Baker 
Biog. Dram, III. 451 The fistic hero in this afterpiece was 
several times interrupted by hisses. 1865 Dickens (Zt. 
Fr, u. xii, This was another common procedure of the 
ladies, when heated by verbal or fistic altercation. 

Fistical (fistikal). [f. as prec.+-an.] =prec. 

1767 A. CampsELt Lexiph.33 Having instantaneous recur- 
rence to fistical ratiocination. 1823 Blackw. Mag. X1V. 65 
The man I sing, who .. in a fistical combat, beat .. the 
butcher of Bristol. 


Fisticuff (fistikvf), sd. Also fisty-. [f. Fist 


sb.1+CurE sb.2; the form may be imitated from 
handiwork. | 

1. In 7. Blows or fighting with the fists. 

1605 Armin Foole upon F. (1880) 23 The foole .. falls at 
fisty cuffes with him. 1613 T. Gopwin Rom, Antig. (1658) 

2 In this kinde of fight succeeded fisticuffes. a 1625 

grAuM. & Fi, Little French Lawyer ww. iv, To revenge my 
wrongs at fisty-cuffs. 1745 Swirt (J.), My invention and 
judgment are perpetually at fisticuffs, till they have quite 
disabled each other. 1812 Sforting Mag. XX XIX. 34 
Fighting men and lovers of fisty-cuffs. 1858 R. A. VauGHAN 
Ess. & Rev. 1, 23 The blows .. are not mere fisticuffs. 
1877 Symonps Rezaiss, Italy v. 243 It now and then 
happened that the literary gladiators came to actual fisticuffs, 

2. attrib. (quasi-adj.) 

1749 Firtpinc Ton. Yones iv. viii, It is lucky for the 
women, that the seat of fistycuff war is not the same with 
them as among men. 1810 Naval Chron. XXIV. 369 The 
fistycuffs art. 1848 J. Grant Adv, Aide-de-C. xxxiii, Many 
a fisticuff battle and bicker. 

Fisticuff (fistikvf),v. [f prec. sb.] a. trans. 
To strike or cuff with the fists. Alsofig. b. zutr. 


To fight or spar with the fists. 

1650-3 Hares Dissert. de Pace in Phenix (1708) Il. 351 
This Writing will be so fisty-cuff’d by many. 1833 ew 
Monthly Mag. XXXVIUI.-488 A brace of judges fisticuffing 
on the bench. 1885 M. Patrison Jem. 52 He would .. 
have fisticuffed me round the room for my pains. 

Hence Fi'sticuffing vé/. sb. Also Fi'sticuffer, 
a pugilist ; Fi'sticu:ffery, fighting. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 527 On the moral propriety of 
conjugal fistycuffery I had prepared some copious remarks. 
1854 HawtnHorne 47g. WNote-bks. (1883) II. 173 The mis- 
cellaneous assaults and batteries, kickings, fisticuffings .. 
which the inferior officers continually perpetrate. 1878 
Jerreries Gamekeeper at H. 196 The keeper himself is not 
altogether averse to a little fisticuffing. 1888 Century Mag. 
Feb, 562/1 Every. .fisticuffer..had heard of Bob’s strength. 


Fistify (fistifoi), v. humorous nonce-wd. [f. 
Fist v.+-(1)Fy.] zztr. To fight with the fists. 

1860 THACKERAY Round, Papers, Late Gt. Victories (1876) 
38 There has been fistifying enough. 

+ Fisting, 7//. a. Ods. [f. Fist v.2] That 
fists: applied as a contemptuous epithet. Fasting 
cur, dog, hound: a small pet dog (cf. foisting 
hound). 

1szg More Com. agst. Trib. 11. Wks. 1262/2 A lyttle 
fysting curre. 1535 LynpEsay Satyve 2141 Quhat kynd of 


woman is thy wyfe?.. Ane fistand flag, a flagartie fuffe. 
1546 Bate Eng. Votaries 1. (1550) 49 Where as your fisting 








FISTULA. 


Nonnes were of Antichrist and the deuill. 1576 Freminc 
tr. Caius’ Dogs in Arb. Garner III. 267 This cur [the 
Spaniel gentle] which some frumpingly term Fisting Hounds 
serve in a manner to no good use. 1611 CotGr., Vessaille, 
a fysting; or a crue of fysting slouens or sluts. 1630 
J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. 11. 227/1 No Daintie Ladies 
fisting-hound. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 186/2 The 
Puppy, or Fisting-Dog, [is] such as Ladies delight in. 

+ Fistinut. Ods. Also 7 fistenut. [corrupted 
form of fistic nut: see Fistic sé.] 

1676-1732 Cotes, Miste-nuts. 1775 Asu, Fistinut, 

Fistle, var. of F1ss_E and dial. f. THISTLE, 

Fistle: see FIstuna. 

+ Fistmeal. Ods. [f. Fist sd.1; chOE. fo¢me? 
measure of a foot.] The breadth of the fist. 

1621 Botton Stat. /rel. 37 (an. 3 Edw. iv) Every English 
man .. shall have an English Bow of his own length and 
one fistmele at the least betwixt the neckes. 

+ Fisstock. Obs. rave—}. [dim. of Fist 50,1; 
see -ocK.] A fist. 

1565 Gotpinc Ovid’s Met. 1x. (1593) 227 Scarce able for 
to stay His fistocke from his servants face. 

+ Fistucate, v. Obs—° [f. L. fistiicat- ppl. 
stem of fistdcare to use a fistdica or rammer: see 
-ATE 3,] (See quot.) 

1623 CockERAM i. E Pv, To Ramme downe stones, /zstz- 
cate. 

|| Fistula (firstizla), 56. Forms: a. 5-6 fystel, 
(6 fistle, fystle, -yl), 6-7 fistule, (6 fystule). 
B. 6 fystela, fistulay, -ey, fistelow, -olo(e, 
phistilo, 6-7 fistulo(e, 7 fistila, 6—- fistula. [a. L. 
Jistula pipe, flute (also in pathological sense=1), 
of which the popular representative in OF. was 
Sestre, FESTER sb. 


In Eng. the word appears first in adapted forms, perh. 
taken from OF. fistle, festule.] 

1. Pathol. A long, narrow, suppurating canal of 
morbid origin in some part of the body; a long, 
sinuous pipe-like ulcer with a narrow orifice. 

a. 148x Caxton Reynard (Arb), 82 Colyk, stranguyllyon, 
stone, fystel or kanker or ony other sekenes. 1527 ANDREW 
Brunswyke's Distyll, Waters C iv, It is good for to wasshe 
the fystules with the same water twyse in a daye. 1547 
Boorve Srev. Health § 236 A fystle. 1599 A. M. Gadel- 
houer’s Physick 318/2 This cureth all wounds, and all 
fistles. 

B. [1398 Trevisa Barth. de P. R. vit. lix. (1495) 274 
Fistula, the fester is a postume that. .rootyth wythin.] 1563 
T. Gate Antidot. u. 25 This vnguent .. doeth also profyte 
muche in Fistulays. c1570 Sir H. Girpert Q, £liz. Acad. 
(1869) 5 Towching all kindes of Vicers, Sores, Phistiloes, 
wowndes, &c. 1579 LancHam Gard. Health (1633) 12 It is 
good for all wounds, fistilaes, and seres of the mouth. 
1671 SALMON Sy. Med. 111. xxii. 423 It cools Feavers and 
cures Ulcers, Fistulas, Cancers. 1732 ArsuTHNnoT Redes of 
Diet 360 It happens sometimes to end ina Fistula. 1879 
Green Read. Eng. Hist. xviii. 89 Henry, notwithstanding 
his fistula and his fever, was able to sit on horseback. 

Jig. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ, Osor. 389 b, Fosteryng 
continually this fretting Fistula within the Bowels of the 
Christian commonweale. 1622 W. WHATELY Goa’s Husé. 
mu. 48 An heart diseased with that grievous fistula of 
hypocrisie. 1644 Butwer Chiron. 5 The mouth is but a 
running sore and hollow fistula of the minde. 

b. in animals, birds, etc. 

1607 Markuam Cava. vu. xxvi. 45 heading, Of the Poll euill 
or Fistula in the Necke. 1614 — Cheap Husb, vit. xvi. (1668) 
133 The Fistula in hawks is a cankerous, hollow Ulcer in 
any part of a hawks body. 1678 Loud. Gaz. No. 1311/4 
A sorrel Gelding .. having formerly had a Fistula. 1861 
G. F. Berxevey Sports. W. Prairies x. 162 Sylph [a mare] 
.-having been blistered too severely on the withers where 
a fistula-had evidently been apprehended. 

2. Bot. =Cassia fistula: see CASSIA 4. 

1812 J. SmyrH Pract. of Customs (1821) 62 This is the 
purgative fruit or pods of the Cassia Fistula, black or purg- 
ing Fistula. A 

3. A natural or normal pipe or spout in cetaceous 
animals, insects, etc. (see quots.). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef, m1. xix. 154 Like cetaceous 
animals and Whales, the Lamprey hath a fistula spout or pipe 
at the back part of the head. 1658 /ézd. 11. xxvi. 215 The 
Fistula or spout [of the Whale]. 1662 Lovett Hist. Anine. 
& Min. Introd., The Mollusca .. have a fistule above the 
head. 1848 Maunper Yeas. Nat. Hist. Gloss. App., 
Fistula, the intermediate subquadrangular pipe, in insects, 
formed by the union of the two branches of the alia which 
conveys the nectar to the pharynx. | i : 

4. Eccl. A tube through which in early times 
communicants received the consecrated wine; now 


used by the Pope only. 

1670 Lassets Voy, Italy 11. 53 The fistula, or pipe of 
gold wherwith the Pope receiues the consecrated blood of 
our Sauiour in the Chalice. 1848 Zcclesiologist VIII. 99 He 
held the chalice with his right hand, and the fistula in the 
chalice with his left, while the brethren in order imbibed. 

|| 5. dZus. A reed instrument or pipe of the 


ancient Romans. 

1717 Lapy M. W. Montacu Lett. (+893) I. gor A rural 
instrument, perfectly answering the description of the 
ancient fistula, being composed of unequal reeds. 1722 
J. Ricnarpson Statues Italy, etc. 185 One sits upon a Rock 
playing ona Fistula. 1727 Pore Mem, M, Scriblerus 1. v. 
Wks. 1741 II, 19, I will have it [the Whistle] exactly to cor- 
respond with the ancient Fistula. 

+ Fistula, v. Obs. In 6 fystle. [f. prec. sb.] 
intr. To form or become a fistula. 

1547 Boorpe Brev. Health vi. 9 If this impediment do 
encrease, and a remedy by tyme not had, it wyll fester and 
fystle. 1646 J. Wuiraker Uzz/ah 39 Till at last it fistula 
or gangrene. 


FISTULA’D. 


+ Fistula’d, 74/. a. Obs. Also 6 fystyled, 
fystuled, 7 fistuled. [f. Fistuna, fiste/e + -Ep 2.] 
Formed into, or accompanied by, a fistula. 

1547 Boorpr Brev. Health Pref. 4 Woundes that be festered 
and fystyled. /ééd. § 377 Some be playne woundes, & some 
fystuled, & some be festered. 1656 Eart Monn, Advi. /r. 
Parnass. 147 Wounds that are fistuled, and incurable 
cancars. /6id. 155 Fistula’d. 1662 R. Matuew Und. Adch. 
§ 16. 10 Sundry stinking Fistula’d Ulcers running in it. 

Fistular (fi'stizlax), a. [ad. L. fistular-zs, f. 
fistula; see FISTULA sé. and -AR !.] 

1. Bot. Hollow and cylindrical like a pipe or 
reed, tube-like. Also, consisting of tube-like parts. 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn. s.v. Flower, Compounded 
Flowers, are either, Discous..Planifolious. . Fistular, which 
is compounded of many long, hollow, little Flowers like 
Pipes. @1722 Liste Husé. (1757) 150 The fibres and fistular 
parts of a plant. 1845 Linptey Sch. Bot. viii. (1858) 150 
Leaves fistular. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 149 Umbelli- 
fer. Herbs. Stems usually fistular, solid at the nodes. 


2. Path. Pertaining to, or of the nature of, a 


fistula. 

1706 Puittirs (ed. Kersey), Fistular, Fistulary, or 
Fistulous, belonging to a Fistula. 18.. tr. Bichat’s Physiol. 
(L.), Such, too, is the character of the mucous membrane in 
fistular canals. 


+ Fistulary, ¢. Ods. [See-ary 2.] =prec. 

1616 Cuapman /fomer’s Hymns, Hermes Wks. (1625) 83 
Apollo .. Gaue him the farr-heard fistularie Reede. 1656 
Biount Glossogr., Fistudary, belonging to that disease 
[Fistula] or to a pipe. 

+ Fistulate, v. Ods. [f. L. fistulat- ppl. stem 
of fistulare, f. fistula: see Fistuna sd. and 
-ATE 3,] 

1. zntr. (in Path.) To form or grow to a fistula. 

1607 Torsett Your-/. Beasts (1658) 322 That the upper 
part of the wound heal not faster then the bottom, for fear 


of Fistulating. 1663-76 BuLtokar, /Zs¢ulate, to turn or 
grow to a Fistula. 


2. trans. To make tubular. 

1751 Student II. 378 It [chalal] signifies..to perforate or 
fistulate. /éd. 379 Their tubes, pipes or ducts, fistulated, 
or hollowed, to circulate the blood and juices. 

Hence Fi'stulated pf/. a. ; Fi'stulating vd/. sd. 
and ff/. a. Also Fistula‘tion, the formation of 
a fistula. 

1612 WoopaLt Surg, Mate Wks. (1653) 79 Cure old and 
fistulated sores. 1617 MarkHam Cavad. vu. 64 There many 
times followeth cankerous sores and fistulating. 1638 A, 
Reap Chirurg. xxix. 213 Wounds tending to fistulation. 
1656 Eart Monm. Aduvt, fr. Parnass. 312 Cankers and 
fistulated wounds must be cured by fire. 1659 Be. GAUDEN 
Slight Healings (1660) 2 The old sores and fistulating ulcers 
of this Church and State. 

Fistule: anglicized form of Fistuwa, q. v. 

Fistulidan (fistizlidan). Zool, [f. mod.L. 
fistulid-es (see FIstULA and -ID) + -AN.] (See 
quot. 1842.) 

1835 Kirsy Had. § Just, Aninz, I. vi. 214 The third and last 
section of the Echinoderms... are the Fistulidans. 1842 
Branve Dict. Sc. Lit, §& Art, Fistulidans .. a tribe of 
Echinodermatous animals, comprehending those which have 
an elongated cylindrical tube-like body. 


Fistuliform (fi'sti/lifgm), a. [f. Fistuna + 
-(1)ForM.] Of the form of a reed or tube. 
1823 W. Puituirs /7:tvod, Min. (ed. 3) Introd. 88 Minerals 


occurring in round hollow columns are termed fistuliform.. 
Stalactites and iron pyrites occur fistuliform. 


Fistulose (fistizlou's), a. [ad. L. fistulos-us, 
f. fistula: see -08E.] =next. 

¢ 1420 Pallad, on Husb.1. 375 For bylding better is the 
harder myne The fistulose and softer lete it goone To cover 
with. 1846 WorcEsTER (citing Hooxer), Fistzlose, formed 
like a fistula; fistular, 188: Nature XXIII. 426 A mass 


of fistulose coral, 
Fistulous (fisticles), a. [ad. L. fistulos-us : 


see prec. and -ous.] 


1. Path. Of or pertaining to a fistula; of the 
nature of a fistula ; attacked by a fistula, 

1611 Cotcr., /mjection .. a squirting, or conueying of a 
liquid medicine ., into a hollow and fistulous vlcer. 1721 
S. Sewatt Diary 13 Mar. (1882) III. 284 His fistulous thigh. 
1797 Batu Morb, Anat. (1807) 337 A fistulous orifice is 
gradually formed. 1869 E. A. Parxes Pract. Hygiene 
(ed. 3) 98 Fistulous sores are apt to be produced. 

2. a. Resembling a pipe or tube in form, tubular. 
b, Having or containing a tube or tubes ; honey- 
combed with small tubes. ¢@. Ofa flower: Having 
marty long hollow florets. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man tv. 48b, The flesh of it [the 
tongue] is rare, Fistulous, & soft. 1601 HoLtanp Pliny I. x1. 
i. 310 Hanging togither only by a little pipe and fistulous 
conveiance. 1603 — Plutarch’s Mor. 1009 As for the flesh 
of the Polype, it is to see to, fistulous, and spongeous, like 
unto hony-combs. 1671 Grew Anat. Plants 1. v. (1682) 39 
The Fistulous Pouches of Wake-Robin, or of Dragon. 
1688 J. Ciayron in Phil. Trans. XVIII. 128 Vipers. .have 
I believe their Poisonous Teeth Fistulous. 1712 tr. Posner's 
Hist. Drugs I. 185 The Flowers .. having their lower Part 
fistulous, 1830 LinpLey Wat. Syst, Bot. 159 Stems fistulous 
rooting, 1858 Zimes 4 Novy. 7/3 The careworn soil ., 
pierced with fistulous passages of bales of hard piping. 

Fisty (firsti), 2 [f Fisr sd.1+-y1] Of or 
pertaining to fists, or their use in boxing. 

1681 Corvi Whig’s Supplic. (1751) 34 A fisty strife Be- 
tween a preacher and his wife. 1821 Byron Yvan x1. lv, 
Like to the champion in the fisty ring. 1840 THACKERAY 


Paris Sk. Bk. (1867) 409 He engages in a fisty combat with 
@ notorious boxer. 
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Fit, fytte (fit), 5.1 Ods. exc. arch. Forms: 
1 fitt, 4-5 fyt(t, 4-6 fitt(e, 5-6, 9 fytte, 5-8 fit. 
(OE. itt str. fem. = OS. */ttia, preserved in 
latinized form in the preface to the /7é/zand : ‘ Juxta 
morem vero illius poematis, omne opus per wz¢leas 
distinxit, quas nos lectiones vel sententias possumus 
appellare ’. 

Some regard the word as identical with OHG, jza list of 
cloth, mod.Ger. 7#¢ze skein of yarn, also explained in the 
17th c. as ‘the thread with which weavers mark off a day’s 
work’; the sense ‘division or canto of a poem’ might well 
be a transferred use of this. The Ger. word corresponds to 
ON. jit str. fem., hem, also ‘ web’ of a bird’s foot :—OTeut. 
*fitja, of unknown origin: see remarks under next sb.] 

1. A part or section of a poem or song; a canto. 

c888 K. AEtrrep Boeth. xxxi. § 1 (Gr.) Se wisdom pa pas 
fitte asungen hefde. 1362 LanGi. P. P/, A. 1. 139 Cumse[p] 
per a Fitte. c1386 CHaucer S?v Thopfas 177 Lo, lordes, 
heer isafyt; If ye wil eny more of it, To telle it wol I fonde. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 5626 Now fynes here a fitt & folows a 
nothire. cx4s0 Bk. Curtasye 349 in Babees Bh. 309 Of cur- 
tasie here endis pe secunde fyt. 1589 Purrenuam /xg. 
Poesie 1, xxvi. (Arb.) 65 ‘This Epithalamie was deuided by 
breaches into three partes to serue for three seuerall fits or 
times to be song. 1771 Jounson Let. to Langton 20 Mar. 
in Boswell, Dr. Percy has written a long ballad in many 
fits. 1812 Byron Ch, Har. 1. xciii, Here is one fytte of 
Harold’s pilgrimage. 1864 Sxeat Uhland’s Poems 213 
The first ‘fytte’ here is ended. 

2. A strain of music, stave. Also, Zo dance a fit. 

a1500 lak & his step dame in Herrig’s Archiv XC. 78, 
I shall yow shewe of my gle: Ye shall haue a fytte. 
2a1548 Ainge Estmere 243 in Percy Relig. (1765) 1. 68 To 
playe my wiffe and me a fitt. c1sso R. WeveR Lusty [u- 
ventus in Hazl. Dodsley II. 48, I would fain go dance a fit. 
1578 Gude & G. Ball. (1868) 182 Sa sall thay pype ane mirrie 
fit. 1673 7rue Worshipf God 65 An afternoon Sermon .. 
many times. .serves only like a fit of Musick, to Lull them 
asleep after their Dinner. 1681 W. Rosertson Phraseol. 
Gen. (1693) 611 Come now, strike up and give us a fit. 

Fit (fit), 5d.2 Forms: 1 fitt, 4-7 fitt(e, 5-6 
fytt(e, 4,6-fit. [OE. 7, str., of uncertain gender; 
recorded only once; the sense ‘conflict’ seems 
probable from the context. 

The OTeut. type */#7o-, -7@ is not found in any other lang. 
with any of the senses explained below. It is possible, how- 
ever, that the word may be cognate or even identical with 
prec., and that the primitive sense may have been ‘juncture’, 
‘meeting’; cf. the vbs, Icel. 72/7a to knit, early mod. Du. 
vitten ‘to accomodate, to fitt, to serve’ (Hexham); on this 
supposition Fir sé.3, a., and v. would also be cognate.) 


+1. Conflict, struggle. Only in OF. rvare—}, 


a1000 Czdmon’s Gen. 2072 (Gr.) [Abraham] sloh and fylde 
feond on fitte. 

+2. A position of hardship, danger, or intense 
excitement; a painful, terrible, or exciting experi- 
ence. Obs. 

In quot. 1550 there is an apparent re-development of the 
OE. sense. 

€1325 Song Yesterday 93 in E. E. P. (1862) 135 Pat ferful 
fit may no mon fle. ¢1386 Cuaucer Reeve’s T. 264 We han 
had an yvel fit today. dd. 310 So mery a fit ne had she 
nat ful yore. — W2fe's Prol. 42 This noble king. .The firste 
night had many a mery fitte With eche of hem. c¢x400 
Rom. Rose 5197, I mene not that [love], which .. bringith 
thee in many a fitte, And ravysshith fro thee all thi witte. 
a1440 Sir Eglam. 254 An hardere fytt never ye had. ?a@1500 
Chester Pl. (E. E.T.S.) 205 And now that fitt may I not 
flee. bid. 390 Four wyndes they be .. Which shall blow.. 
before Christ..ther is none so fell their fitt may flee. 1550 
Bate Eng. Votaries 11. Hvij b, The first fit of Anselme with 
kynge William Rufus. 160x Hottanp Pliny I. 8 In this 
fearefull fit also of an eclipse. 

+b. In 16the. occas. : A mortal crisis ; a bodily 
state (whether painful or not) that betokens death. 

1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 181 The patient .. is y® neerest 
death when he thinketh himself past his disease, and the 
lesse griefe he feeleth y® greater fits he endureth. 1590 
SPENSER FQ. 11. vii. 66, The life did flit away out of her nest, 
And all his senses were with deadly fit opprest. 1591 — 
Ruines Time 598 Feeling the fit that him forewarnd to die. 

3. a. A paroxysm, or one of the recurrent attacks, 
of a periodic or constitutional ailment. In later 
use also with wider sense: A sudden and somewhat 
severe but transitory attack (of illness, or of some 
specified ailment), 

«1547 Surrey Faithf. Louer declareth, Songs & S. (1585) 
15 b, Assick men in their shaking fits procure them selues to 
sweat. 1601 Suaxs. ¥2/, C. 1. ii. 120 He hada Feauer..And 
when the Fit was on him, I did marke How he did shake. 
1667 D. Autsoprp in 12k Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 8 
Taken with a fit of the collicke. 169x Brair in W. S. Perry 
Hist. Coll, Amer. Col, Ch. (1860) I. 6 The Bishop of London 
-. Was .. taken ..with a fit of the stone. 1725 N. Rosinson 
Th. Physick 146 The Fits of Intermittent Fevers. 1771 
Smotretr Hmph. Cl. (1815) 3, I expect to be laid up with 
another fit of the gout. 1806-7 J. Beresrorp JJzseries 
Hum. Life (1826) wv. xvi, A violent fit of coughing. 1855 
Bain Senses §& Int. 1. ii. § 3 (1864) 123 A cutor a scald is 
different from a fit of rheumatism or gout. 

Jig. 1867 Drant Horace'’s Art Poet, Cjb, Sawes there be 
to cure thy greedie care: To master thyne assaltynge fyttes, 

+b. spec. A paroxysm of lunacy (formerly viewed 
as a periodic disease). Ods. 

1588 SHaks. Zit. A, Iv. i. 17 Vnlesse some fit or frenzie do 
possesse her, 1590 — Com. Err. iv. iii. 91 Belike his wife 
acquainted with his fits On purpose shut the doores against 
his way. 1697 Drypen 4@neid ut. 565 In her frantick Fitts. 
1722 Wottaston Relig. Nat. ix, 201 Cruel tyrants. who (at 
least in their fits) divert themselves with the pangs and con- 
vulsions of their fellow-creatures. 

ce, A sudden seizure of any malady attended with 
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loss of consciousness and power of motion, or with 
convulsions, as fainting, hysteria, apoplexy, para- 
lysis, or epilepsy. In 18th c. often used sec. with- 
out defining word = ‘fainting-fit’ or ‘fit of the 
mother’ (i.e. of hysteria: see MOTHER) ; in recent 
use it suggests primarily the notion of an epileptic 
or convulsive fit. 

1621 Burton Axat. Mel. mt. iii, 11. 689 A iealous woman 
that by this meanes had many fits of the Mother. 1650 
Butwer Axnthropomet. 141 Who .. fell straightway into 
a Convulsion and Epileptical fits. 168x Orway Soldier's 
Fort. 1. i, One Kiss of him were enough to cure Fits of the 
Mother. 1702 STEELE Yuneral 1.(1734) 20 Fits are a mighty 
help in the Government of a good-natured Man. 1762 
Gotpsm. Cit. W, xxi. § 15 Observe the art of the poet .. 
When the queen can say no more, she falls into a fit .. take 
my word for it, that fits are the true aposiopesis of modern 
tragedy. 1789 W. Bucuan Dom. Med. (1790) 629 Convulsion 
fits often constitute the last scene of acute or chronic dis- 
orders, 1833 Hr, Martineau Loom § Lugger i. v.76 When 
the fainting fit came on in which she died, JZod. ‘ Has 
she fainted?’ ‘No, I fear it is a fit.’ : 

d. Hence col/og. in various hyperbolical phrases, 
as to scream oneself into fits, to throw (a person) 
into fits. Also, To beat (a person, a thing) into 
Jits: to defeat or excel thoroughly, ‘ beat hollow’ ; 
to give (a person) fits: to inflict humiliating defeat 
on; in U.S. to rate or scold vigorously, 

1839 Hoop Zale Trumpet xxix, It beats all others into 
fits. 1848 THackeray Bk, Snxobs xx, Till the little wretch 
screams herself into fits. 1859 Farrar Ful. Home i, He 
beat you to fits in the Latin verse. 1860 L. Harcourt 
Diaries G. Rose Il. 104 Such a proposal.. would have 
thrown him into fits. 186x Dickens Gt. -xfect. I. iv, If 
you could only give him his head, he would read the clergy- 
man to fits, 1872 E, Eccreston Looser Schoolm. xii. 66, 
I rather guess as how the old man.. will give particular 
fits to our folks to-day. 1885 Runciman Skippers & Sh, 
Old Pirate 87 We goes out and tackles a East Indiaman., 
and he gives us fits. 

4. In various uses originally ¢ransf. from 3. 

a. A sudden and transitory state of activity or 
inaction, or of any specified kind of activity, feel- 
ing, inclination, or aptitude. 

1586 Warner Ald. Lng. 1. ii. 20 His seruants fear his 
solemn fittes. 159x Sytvester Du Bartas 1. iii. 186 The 
Sea hath fits, alternate course she keeps From Deep to 
Shore and from the Shore to Deeps. 1634 MiLton Comus 
546 Wrapt in a pleasing fit of melancholy. 1667 FLAvEL 
Saint Indeed (1754) 143 We have our hot and cold fits by 
turns. 1697 Br. Patrick Comm. Ea. xx. 8 Stedfastly 
resolve not in a Fit but constantly. 1744 BerKeLey Si7is 
§ 213 Certain persons have fits of seeing in the dark. 
21764 Lioyp A Tale Poet. Wks. 1774 I. 73 Who.. to 
Tottenham Court In furious fits of zeal resort. 1807-8 W. 
Irvine Sadmag. xvii. (1860) 391 This outrageous merriment 
.. threw the whole family into a violent fit of wondering. 
1852 Miss YoncE Cameos I.ii.11 He had many fits of devotion. 
1882 Picton Cromwell ii. 25 The boy had fits of application 
alternating with fits of idleness. 

b. spec. in Optics. (see quot. 1704). 

1704 NEwTon Offics 1. 11. (1721) 256 The returns of the 
disposition of any Ray to be reflected I will call its Fits of 
easy Reflexion, and those of its disposition to be transmitted 
its Fits of easy Transmission, and the space it passes between 
every return and the next return, the Interval of its Fits. 
1803 Edin. Rev. I. 455 The law of the fits .. might be 
fancifully resolved into a still more general law. 183% 
Brewster Oftics xv. § 83. 126 In virtue of which they 
possess at different points of their path fits or dispositions 
to be reflected or transmitted by transparent bodies. 

e. Oftenin phr. By fits (and starts): by irregular 
impulses or periods of action, at varying intervals, 
fitfully, spasmodically. Also more rarely, + az, 
pon, fits, by fits and girds (obs. exc. dial.), 
+ spasms, or + turns; + by halves and fits. 

1583 GoLpING Calvin on Deut. vii. 39 He doth not thinges 
by fittes as Creatures doe but he continueth alwayes in 
one will, 1615 G. Sanpys 7vav. 72 A lazy people, that worke 
but by fits. a@xz6x7 Hizron Wks. Il. 489 Vpon fits you 
shall haue them talke like angels, and yet..are deuils 
indeede. 1620 SANDERSON Ser. ad Pop. i. (1681) 145 If 
thou hast these things only by fits and starts. 1635 Swan 
Spec. M, (1670) 363 ‘The swallow .. sleepeth but by ‘halves 
and fits’ (as we say) which is no sound kind of rest. 1650 
Futter Pisga/ i. ii. 5 That froward people worshiped him 
by fits and girds. 1664 Power EZ. Philos. 1. 25 Without 
any saliency or leaping, without any fits or starts in its Pro- 
gression. 1678 CuowortH /ntell. Syst. 1. iv. § 17. 303 To 
suppose that Orpheus had by Fits and turns been of different 
humours. 1782 Map. D’Arsiay Let. 19 Mar., Let me 
murmur as I will by fits, I would not, if I could, change 
your destination. 1785 T. Jerrerson Corr. Wks. 1859 I. 
426 No particular State, acting by fits and starts, can harass 
the trade of France, Holland, &c. 1791 Burke 7h, French 
Affairs Wks. VIL. 49 The non-payment. .is only by fits and 
spasms, 1805 SoutHry JZadoc in W.x, As the flashes of 
the central fire At fits arose. 1850 Tennyson /2 Mem. 
xxiii, Breaking into song by fits. 1862 Mrs. H. Woop 
Mrs. Haillib, 1. xiv, Jane was..more hopeful by fits and 
starts than continuously so, 1884 Chesh. Gloss, s.v., ‘The 
clock strikes by fits and gurds’ 

d. +The time during which a ‘fit’ lasts, a 
‘spell’, short period (ods.). Also, a spell of 
weather of a specified kind (ods. exc. dza/.). 

1583 Futke Defence iii. 205 After you have railed a fit. 
1615 Dyke Myst. Self-Deceiving 116 Which is not settled 
and rooted, but onely for a fitte. a@1625 FLercHER Zum. 
Lieutenant wv. iv, I will not leave ye for a fit. a1628 
Preston New Covt. (1634) 213 He may for a fit, put out his 
hand to wickedness. 1685 Temple /ss. Garden. Wks, 1731 
I, 188 Attended by some Fit of Hot and Dry Weather, 
1685 DrypeNn Horace, Ode 11. xxix. iv, Sometimes ’tis grate. 
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ful to the Rich, to try A short vicissitude, and fit of Poverty, 
17ax Swirt Corr, Wks. 1841 1I. 556 A fit of good weather 
would tempt mea week longer. 1868 Atkinson Cleveland 
Gloss, s.v., ‘A strange dry fit we’ve had for seear.’ 

e. A capricious impulse, humour, mood. 

@1680 Butter Rem. (1759) I. 174 Invention .. Disdains 
t’ obey the proudest Wit, Unless it chance to b’ in the Fit. 
1786 Burns Jo F. S. iv, Just now I’ve taen the fit o’ rhyme. 
1787 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 6 Mar., I assured him I was 
seized witha silent fit. 1869 Mrs. Stowe Oldtown Folks 
iv. 30 When the fit was on him, he would shoea horse better 
than any man in the county. 

f. A violent access or outburst of laughter, tears, 
tage, etc. 

1654 WnitLock Zootomia 47 The Doctresse would have 
a shaking fit of Laughter at you presently. 1676 Hobbes 
Iliad (1677) 377 Achilles, when his fit of tears was 
laid .. came from his throne, 1678 Wanitry Wond. Lit. 
World v. ii. § 12. 469/2 In one of his drunken fits he was 
buried alive. 1778 tap: D’Arsiay Diary 26 Aug., [She] 
took me into a back room, and burst into a hearty fit of 
laughter, 1816 SHELLEY A /astoy 171 Her breath Tumultu- 
ously accorded with those fits Of intermitted song. 1874 
Carpenter Ment. Phys. 1. vii. (1879) 325 A prolonged fit of 
grumbling. 1886 J. K. Jerome /dle Thoughts 64 He would 
go off into fits of merriment over every word you uttered. 

5. Comb., as + fit-meal adv., by fits and starts 
(cf. PIECE-MEAL) ; fit-weed (see quot.). 

1593 NAsHE Christ’s T. 34a, Rather .. then day-diuersi- 
fying Agues .. should fit-meale feede on them. 1756 P, 
BROWNE Jamaica 185 The stinking Eryngo or Fittweed .. 
All parts of this plant are reckoned very powerful anti- 
histerics. 

+ Fit, 50.3 Ods, rare—'. In 3 fitte (2 syll.). 
[ME. jit¢e, perh.:—OE. */itta, of obscure origin ; 
possibly f. OE. fit¢, Frv sd.2 

It might be supposed to be a subst. use of Fira., but that 
word has not been found before the 15th c., and is perhaps 
a derivative of this.] 

An adversary of equal power; one’s ‘ match’, 

a1250 Owl §& Night. 782 Thou deth mid strengthe and 
mid witte That other thing nis non his fitte. 

Fit (fit), 5.4 [f. Frr v1] 

1. The process of fitting or rendering fit. +a. In 
the phrase owt of fit, app. meaning ‘fitted out, 
settled in life’ (obs. rave—1). b. A preparation 


or fitting for something (U.S.). Cf. ozéjit. 

@1688 Bunyan Heav, Footman (1698) 42 Till my children 
are out of Fit. 1883 New Ang. Frnl. Educ. XVII. 133 
(This Academy] has for many years given an excellent fit 
for college, 

2. A fitting or adaptation of one thing to another, 
esp. the adjustment of dress to the body; the style 
or manner in which something is made to fit, Zo 
a fit: to a nicety. 

1823 W. T. Moncrierr Tom §& Ferry i. iv, A tight fit, not 
much hunting room. 1868 E, Yates Rock Ahead ui. iii, 
He noticed all these details down to the fit of her gloves. 
1884 W. C. Smitu Kildrostan 69 A man May be ashamed 
too of his rustic fit, 1890 C.M. Woopwarp Manual Train, 
xy. 247 How to saw to a fit on the right or left of a line. 

b. concr. A garment that fits. 

1831 Examiner 11/2 It’s rather a tight fit, 1849 THACKERAY 
Pendennis xvii, It [the gown] was an excellent fit. 

3. Soap-making. The condition of the liquid 
soap in the operation of ‘fitting’; see Fir v. 10. 

1885 W. L. Carrenter JZanuf, Soap vi. 173 Practice and 
observation alone enable the operator to obtain ‘a good fit’, 
Ibid., A fine fit gives a very large nigre. 

4. A fit-out: a furnishing with all that is requi- 
site, esp. in dress; an equipment. 

1836 Marryat JZidsh, Easy xx, They condescended to 
have a regular fit-out —and it so happened that the fit-out 
was not far from a regular fit, 1844 Dickens Mart, Chuz. 
xxiii, Who says we ain’t got a first-rate fit-out? 

5. Comb., as fit-rod (see quot.). 

1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Fit-rod, a small iron rod 
with a hook at the end..to ascertain the length of the bolts 
or treenails required to be driven in. 

Fit (fit), z Forms: 5 fyt, 6 fitte, 6-7 fytt(e, 
6- fit. [Kirst recorded ¢1440; possibly f, Fir 50.3, 
though as that word is known only from a solitary 
instance the derivation is very doubtful. The adj. 
is recorded a century earlier than the modern verb, 
and appears to be its source; the view that it is 
a pa. pple. of the vb. /i/¢e to marshal troops (see 
Fir v.! 1) is tenable only on the assumption that 
the vb. had an unrecorded wider sense. ‘To some 
extent the adj. appears to have been influenced in 
meaning by FEAT a.] 

1. Well adapted or suited to the conditions or 
circumstances of the case, answering the purpose, 
proper or appropriate. Const. for (also, rarely, 
with ellipsis of for) or fo with zz/. 

1440 Promp. Parv.163/1 Fyt, or mete, congrumus. 1850 
Bate /mage Both Ch.xxi. Hh v b, Nothinge faire apered this 
stones .. whan they were hewen, squared and made fitte 
foundacion. 1594 WILLoBIE in Shaks. C. Praise 10 No 
tyme or fit occasion leave. 1597 SuHaks, 2 Hen, [V,1, ii. 17 
Thou art fitter to be worne in my cap, then to wait at my 
heeles. 1599 H. Burres Dyets drie Dinner Mv, Tench.. 
is fittest meate for labouring men. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VII, 
Ul. ii. 117 Prethee call Gardiner to me, my new Secretary. 
I find him a fit fellow. @1616 Beaum. & FL. Bonduca m. i, 
Steel us both with angers, and warlike executions fit thy 
viewing. 1634 T. JoHnson Parey's Chirurg: Xxv1. XXxxvi. 
(1678) 654 The time fittest for the use of Apophlegmatisms 
is the morning. 1639 FuLLER Holy War v. xxix. (1647) 281 
A Spaniard .. proposed the French Tongue as most fit, 
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1663 BuTLer Hud. 1.i. 865 This is no fit Place Nor time, to 
argue out the Case. 1710 Pripeaux Orig. Tithes ii. 53 
What is the fittest portion of our Substance to be set apart. 
1852 Miss Yonce Cameos I. ii. 14 Until he could find a 
fit opportunity of quitting Normandy. 1862 H. Spencer 
First Princ. 1. v. § 32 (1875) 119 Forms of religion .. must 
be fit for those who live under them. 1875 Jowetr Plado 
(ed. 2) III. 251 Those stories are not fit to be repeated. 
b. absol.; esp. in survival of the fittest. 

1843 CARLYLE Past § Pr. 1. viii, 11x ‘There is in every 
Nation and Community a fittest, a wisest, bravest, best. 
~1867 H. Spencer Bioé. § 193 11.53 By the continual survival 
of the fittest, such structures must become established. 

2. Befitting the person or the circumstances, agree- 
able to decorum, becoming, convenient, proper, 
right. Const, as above, Now only in predicative 
use, as /¢ 75 fit that, etc., or fo with z2/. 

c1440 York Myst. i. 65 Fetys and fayre and fygured full 
fytt. 1554-9 Songs §& Ball. Ph. & Mary (1860) 4 In hyme 
voyd was nothyng that was nydfull and fytt. x160r Suaxs. 
All’s Well 1. vi. 14 It were fit you knew him, least .. he 
might at some great and trustie businesse..fayle you. 1607 
— Cor, ut, ii. 83 Say to them Thou.. Hast not the soft way, 
which thou do’st confesse Were fit for thee to vse. 1625 
Bacon £ss., Znnovations (Arb.) 526 What is setled by 
Custome, though it be not good, yet at least it is fit. 1649 
Br. Hatt Cases Conse. (1650) 203 There are Theologicall 
verities fit for us to know and beleeve. a1715 Burnet Own 
Time (1766) I. 102 While he was balancing in his mind what 
was fit for him to do. 1787 Benruam Def. Usury x. 94 It 
is one thing, to find reasons why it is fit a law should have 
been made: it is another to [etc.]. 

absol. 1681 Drypen Ads. § Achit. 765 If the Croud be 
Judge of fit and just, And Kings are onely Officers in trust, 
Then [etc.]. 1810 D. Stewart Phtlos. Ess. u. 1. 1. 215 The 
idle generalities we meet with. .about the ideas of the good, 
the fit, and the becoming. 

b. In phrases, ¢o see, think fit. 

161r Bisre 2 Macc, iv. 19 Which..the bearers therof 
thought fit not to bestow vpon the sacrifice. a@1687 Perry 
Pol. Arith. (1690) 95 All these things may be done, if it be 
so thought fit by the Sovereign Power. 1711 STEELE Sfect. 
No. 43 ® 3 Where and in what manner we see fit. 176z 
Hume Hist. Eng. II. xi. 322 Cromwell thought fit to 
indulge a new fancy. 1815 Mrs. SHERWoop Swsax Gray 73 
If God sees fit.. that I should marry, in his due time he 
will provide me with a worthy husband, 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 477 The Athenians have thought fit to 
condemn me, 

+e. Needing, requiring, or calling for (action 
of some kind). Const. /o with passzve inf. Obs. 
162r Ersinc Debates Ho. Lords (Camden) 54 Fytt to be 
so done, but the matter of Yelverton..cannot be paste over. 
1661-2 Marvett Corr, xxxiii. Wks, 1872-5 I]. 77 Wherein 
you shall find it [the Petition] fit to be alterd, ‘- pleased 
to returne it corrected to us, 1756 Burke Swdd. § B. Wks. 
1842 I. 53 Good sense and experience.,find out what is fit 
to be done in every work of art. 


+3. Of a manufactured article; Of the right 
measure or size; made to fit, accurate in fit, well 


or close-fitting. Ods. 

1530 Patscr. 312/2 Fytte as a garment or other thynge. 
1888 Suaxs, LZ. L. L. tv. i. 50 One a these Maides girdles 
for your waste should be fit. 1596 Harincton JZetanz, 
Ajax (1814) 8 To which you must have a hollow key with a 
worm fit to that screw, 164: Frencu Di7s¢77/, i. (1651) 6 
The stopple .. ground very smooth and fit to the mouth of 
the Vessell. 1646 CrasHaw Poems 118 Her garments, that 
upon her sit..close and fit. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc, 169 
A square hole made fit to it in the hithermost Cheek. 


A. Possessing the necessary qualifications, properly 
qualified, competent, deserving. Const. as above; 
also +of. For phr. “4% Zo hold a candle to; see 


CANDLE 5 c. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 44 Having now at 
the lenght so fit a barer as I have. 1591 SHaxs. 7'wo Gent. 
1. ii. 45 Tis an office of great worth, And you an officer fit 
for the place. axzsg2 H. Smitu Wks. (1866-7) I. 476 They 
thought themselves fitter to govern than he. 1607-12 Bacon 
Ess., Youth § Age (Arb.) 258 Yonge Men are fitter to 
invent, then to iudge; fitter for execution, then for Councell. 
1621 Lapy M. Wrorn Urania 421 None..how much soeuer 
condemn’d, but may liue to be fit of commiseration and- 
respect. 1670 TempLe Let, to Earl Northumberland Wks. 
1731 II. 220 Nothing makes Men fit to command, like hav- 
ing learn’d to obey. 1722 Dre For Relig. Courtsh.1, i. (1840) 
22, I think my father is the fittest to give him his answer. 
1771 FRANKLIN A xZobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 89 This is a business 
I am not fit for, 1853 Browninc va Liffo 107 Let's see 
what the urchin’s fit for. 1868 Bain JZent, § Mor. Sc. 
(1875) 624 Every man..being fitter to take care of himself 
than of another person. : 

5. In a suitable condition for doing or under- 
going something ; prepared, ready. Const. for, or 
to with zzf.; otherwise Obs. exc. dial. 

[c 1534 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden 1846) I. 102 
Brittaine seemed. .feete for the invasion of hostilitie.] 1568 
Grarton Chron. II. 113 The sayde Lewes was in all pointes 
fit for their handes. 1896 SHaxs. Merch, V, v. i. 85 The 
man that hath no musicke in himselfe ., Is fit for treasons. 
1603 — Meas. for M. 1, i. 266 The Maid will I .. make fit 
for his attempt. 1604 — O/H. m1. iv. 166 If I doe finde him 
fit, Ile moue your suite. 1678 Bunyan P7ler. 1. (1847) 4 If 
I be not fit to go to Prison, I am not fit .. to go to Judge- 
ment. 
the money fit? 1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc, 212 Having 
prepared the Work fit for the Lathe. 1784 Cowper Let, 10 
Feb., When I am .. more fit for mental occupation than at 
any other time, 1796 Mrs, GLasse Cookery xix. 300 They 
will be fit to eat in two or three days. 1823 Craps Technol. 
Dict., Fit for service (Mil.), an epithet for healthy men 
capable of undergoing the fatigues of service. @ 1825 Forby 
Voc. E. Anglia, ‘Come, stir, make yourself fit. 1846 J. 
Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) Il. 345 Which makes 
the land perfectly clean and fit for the wheat crop, 








1681 W, Ropertson Phraseol, Gen, (1693) 610 Is” 
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b. Inclined, disposed. Now chiefly col/og. and 
dial. in stronger sense; Angry or troubled enough 
zo (do something desperate or violent); exhausted 
enough, ‘ ready’ Zo (sink to the ground, etc.), 

1580 Baret A Zz, F 603 Fitte .. inclined, disposed, accomo- 
datus. 1585 Asp, SANDYS Se77, (1841) 308 When men are 
heavy laden with grief and sorrow, then are they fittest to 
call for and to receive refreshing. 1728 De For Sys/. Magic 
(1840) 251, I am fit to hang myself because I can’t find it out. 
1787 Burns To W. Creech 50 And Calvin's folk are fit to fe 
him, x82r Crare V7l/. Minstr. II. 24 To look at things 
around he’s fit to freeze. 1848 J. H. Newman Loss § Gain 
11 He... keeps you standing till you are fit to sink. 1878 
Cumberld. Gloss., ‘They war fit to feyt about her.’ 

quasi-adv. 1808 in Spirit Pub, Frnis. (1809) X11. 301 It 
made us laugh fit to kill ourselves, 

e. of things: Likely, ‘ enough’ (to). collog. 

1776 BenTHAM /Vks, I, 276 We hear now and then of a sort 
of Government fit to break one’s teeth, called an Ochlocracy, 


6. In Racing or Athletics: In good ‘form’ or 
condition; hence co//og. in good health, perfectly 


well. /it as a fiddle: see FIDDLE sd. 1 b. 

1869 Brapwoop The O. V. H. (1870) 28 Vale House was 
not as ‘fit’ inside as modern conveniences might have made 
it. 1876 Ourwa Winter City vi. 124 To hear the crowd on 
a race-day call out. .‘ My eye, ain’t she fit !’ just as if I were 
one of the mares, 1885 Manch. Exant. 17 Jan. 5/5 General 
Stewart with his men and camels, all apparently well and 
fit. 1891 Dixon Dict. Idiom. Phy. s.v. Fit, ‘How are you?’ 
—‘Very fit, thank you; never felt better,’ 

7. quasi-adv. =FUIr.y. 

c 1440 [See sense 2 above.] 1581 J. Bett Haddon's Answ., 
Osor, 200 This would have accorded farre fitter with your 
exposition. 1591 SHAKS. 7zvo Gent. 1Vv. iv. 167, I was trim'd 
in Madam Iulias gowne Which serued me as fit .. As if the 
garment had bin made for me, 1613 W. Browne Brit. Past. 
11. i. Wks, 1772 II. 33 Limos. .fed well. .Which serv'd Marina 
fit. 1630 M. Gopwyn tr. Bs. Hereford’s Ann. Engl. 153 
The mention of Poole falls fit with our time. 1657 W. Ranp 
ae Gasenge s Life Peiresc ut. 75 One cup would go fit into 
the other, 


8. Comb., as + fit-forked adj. 

1598 SytvestER Du Bartas u. i. wv. Handy-crafts 214 
Their fit-forkéd stems, 

Fit (fit), v.! Forms; § fitte, 7 fitt, fyt(t, 6- 
fit. [Sense 1, found only in the Morte Arthur 
¢ 1400, is of uncertain etymology, but may possibly 
be f. Fir s.3 Apart from this use, the word first 
appears late in 16th c. when it was presumably a 
new formation on Fira. ‘The coincidence of form 
and meaning with the 16-17th c. Du. and Flemish 
vitten to suit, agree, adapt, is remarkable, but 
most probably the two words have developed their 
identical sense independently by different processes, 
though they may be from the same ultimate root. 

In mod. editions of 15th c. works, the words sZt, deszt 
(=to be becoming), sz¢#zzg (= becoming) are often misprinted 
Jit, befit, fitting; the latter do not appear to be older than 
the Elizabethan period, but when once introduced they 
rapidly superseded the older synonyms; probably owing to 
their obvious connexion with Fir a., they were felt to ex- 
press the meaning more forcibly. ] : 

+1. 1. ¢rans. To array, marshal (soldiers), Oés, 

Only in the Morte Arthur. 

ax400 Morte Arth. 1755 Thus he fittez his folke. dzd, 
1989 The kynge .. ffittes his fote-mene, alles hym faire 
thynkes. /dzd. 2455 Pe frekke men of Fraunce folowede 
thare aftyre, ffaire fittyde one frownte, 

II. To be fit, becoming, or suitable (to). 

+2. intr. To be fit, seemly, proper, or suitable, 
Chiefly zzfers. or quasi-zmpers. Obs. or arch, 

(The first examples given under the trans. sense 3 may 
belong here, as the obj.-pronoun is probably dative, Cf. 
similar use of sz¢.) iy 

1574 H. G. tr. Cataneo’s Most briefe Tables Aiij a, Howe 
to determine vppon a sodayne fitteth well to euerye one 
that hath anye doinges. 1592 Suaks. Rom. & Ful.1. v.77 It 
fits when such a Villaine is a guest. 1594 SPENSER A moret(z 
liv. 5 Sometimes I joy when glad occasion fits. 1594 /7st Pt. 
Contention (1843) 8 Whose Church-like humours fits not for a 
Crown. 1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits (1616) 130 This 
fitteth not to be remembered to the Preachers of our time. 
¢1620 Z, Boyp Zion's Flowe7s(1855) 5 Amittais Sonne fites for 
what I intend, 1632 Mitton Penseroso 78 If the air will 
not permit, Some still removed place will fit. 1671 — Samson 
1318 To appear as fits before th’ illustrious lords, 1663 
Gerprer Counsel 99 None will deny but that Greatnesse 
and Conveniency being conjoynt fits best. 1725 Popr Odyss. 
mt. 83 The genial banquet o'er, It fits to ask ye, what your 
native shore, And whence your race? 

+b. To agree or harmonize w7th. Obs. 

1588 Suaks. Zit. A. ul, i. 266 Why dost thou laugh? it 
fits not with this houre. 1605 —- Lear i. ii. 76 He..Must 
make content with his Fortunes fit. 1594 Carew /uvarte's 
Exam, Wits (1616) 119 A name, which might fit well with a 
furious Giant. ij 

3. trans. Chiefly zmfers. or quasi-zmpers. To be 
suited or suitable to, be proper for; to be in har- 
mony with, become, befit. ’ . 

@ 1886 Sipney Arcadia u. x. 142 b, How euill fits it me to 
haue such asonne. 1590 Martowe Law, //, m1. ii, Things 
of more weight Than fits a prince so young as I to bear, 
1593 Suaxs. Lucy. 1613 Few words. .shall fit the trespasse 
best. 1671 Mitton Savzson 1236 This insolence other kind 
of answer fits. 1703 Rowe U/yss, m1, i, 1240 This Boldness 
does not fit a Stranger, 1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 57 ‘Thee first 
it fits, oh stranger! to prepare The due libation, 1806 
H. Sipvons Maid, Wife, & Widow 11. 239 What the con- 
tents of Middleton’s letter were it fitted me not to inquire. 
1852 Tennyson Death Dk, Wellington iii, Lead out the 
pageant: sad and slow, As fits an universal woe. 1866 Gro, 


FIT. 


Euior F. Holt I. i. 49 Her person..would have fitted an 
empress in her own right. ; 

+4. To be well adapted or suitable for; to 
answer or Satisfy the requirements of; to answer, 
suit. Also, + Zo fit it, + Zo jit one's turn: to serve 
one’s turn. Ods. 

1571 Hanmer Chron. Trel. (1633) 179 Little John came to 
Ireland. .and found in the woods enough to fit his humours. 
1598 SHaks. Merry W.11.i. 166 Trust me, I thought on her ; 
shee’ll fit it, 1603 Sir G. Fenton in Lismore Papers Ser. 11. 
(1887) I. 74 A coursse which may ease you, and yet will 
fytt my turne. 1677 Horneck Gt. Law Consid. iv. (1704) 
126 A temptation which will fit one, will not fit another. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 197 Of these Rowlers they have 
several .. that upon all occasions they may chuse one to fit 
their purpose. 1749 Fiecpinc Zom ones vu. iv, There is 
a piece of cold buttock and carrot, which will fit you. 

5. To be of the right measure or proper shape 
and size for; to be correctly shaped or adjusted 
to. Said esp. of dress; also fig. Often adbsol. The 
cap fits: see Capsh.lo. To fit toa T: see T, 

1581 Pertie tr. Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 11. (1586) 51 b, To finde 
a fashion for a saddle to fit anie Horse. 1603 SHAKs. Meas, 

Jor M.1v. ii. 46 Euerie true mans apparrell fits your Theefe. 
a@1691 BoyLe Firwmness Wks. 1744 1. 278 As much of the 
stone, as was contiguous to the marchasite.. fitted the mar- 
chasite so close as if [etc.]. 1795 Burns Soug, Last May, a 
braw wooer, And how her new shoon fit her auld schachl’t 
feet. 1828 Scorr F. MZ. Perth xxxiv, [The] armour.. 
is light, and will fit thee well. 1842 Tennyson Walk 
to the M. 57 Those manners next That fit us like a nature 
second-hand. 1846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 207 A leaden ball 
tofitthe bore. 1849 C. Brontit Shirley L. iii. 49 You cannot 
always cut out men to fit their profession. 1863 W.C. BaLp- 
win African Hunting vi. 152 The only utensil. .big enough 
to cook him in was a soap-boiler, which he just fitted. 1885 
J. pe Grizz in Law Times LX XX. 138/2 A suit of clothes, 
which the latter. .refused to accept, on the ground that the 
clothes did not fit him. AZod. Your description fits him toa T, 

absol, 1782 Cowrer Gilpin xlvii, My head is twice as big 
as yours, They therefore needs must fit, 1889 BripcEes east 
of Bacchus 111. 47 Pam. like the hat. Pz, Is it comfort- 
able? Pas. It fits like fun. 

b. intr. To be of such size and shape as to fill 
exactly a given space, or conform properly to the 
contour of its receptacle or counterpart ; to be ad- 
justed or adjustable to a certain position. Often 
with zz (adv. and prep.), 27¢0, 7 with. 

1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 142 On the upper Lip 
{s a cavity or hole which the lower [f777¢ed upper] Lip fits 
exactly into, 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 283 Then‘your 
Wainscot will te exactly between any two lines of the 
Arch. 1867 Freeman Worn. Cong. (1876) I. App. 644 A 
statement which curiously fits in with our story. 1891 
Speaker 1x July 37/t The. .complicated mechanism invented 
in the library would not fit into modern life. Zod. This 
peg fits into this hole. 

III. “vans. To make fit. 

6. To make fit or suitable ; to adapt to the object 
in view; to make ready, prepare; + rarely with 2p. 
Const. for, 7o with sd. or z2f.: otherwise dal. only. 

1600 Haktuyt Voy. III. 200 A notable strong ship..in 
all thinges fitted fora man of warre. 1611 Brsi_Ee Jovz. ix. 
22 The vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. 1628 Dicpy 
Voy. Medit. (1868) 5 In like manner wee fitted our seleues 
for fight. 1634 Eart Cork Diary in Lismore Papers 
Ser. 1. (1886) IV. 43, I rodd with my daughter. .to fyt the 
howse against her removall thither. 1670 NARBoROUGH 
Frail. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. (1711) 28, I judged this a very 
fit Harbour to fit the Ship in. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland 
66 Skins, either plain or fitted up for use. 1677 YARRANTON 
Eng. Improv. 53 There is much in preparing and fitting of 
the Flax. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 74 You must know 
how to grind, and whet them, for they are not so fitted 
when they are bought. 1715-20 Pore /iad u. 186 They 
urge the ‘Train, To fit the dite: 1737 Bracken Farriery 
Impr. (1756) I. 33 This..fits the Glands to perform their 
Office. 1784 Cowrer JZask 1. 374 Winds from all quarters .. 
fit the limpid element for use. 1877 Mrs. OuipHant Makers 
Flor.i. 1 The action of time may fit Rome..for becoming 
the capital of Italy. 1880 WV. Cornw.Gloss.s.v., ‘When shall 
I fit the dennar ?’ 

b. To render (a person) competent or qualified. 
Const. as above. 

1597 Hooxer £cc?, Pol. v. i. § x [If] that which fitteth 
them bee their vertues. 1647 Trapp Comsent,. on Epist. 
681 Such as fits a man for some particular calling. 1671 
Mitton P. R. 1.73 Who..Pretends to. .fit them so Purified 
to receive him pure. 1720 Ozett Vertot’s Rom. Rep. I. 
1x. 48 To fit himself to shine in it more conspicuously. 1820 
W. Irvine Sketch Bk. 1. 174 Accomplishments, fitting him 
to shine both in active and elegant life. 1888 Bryce Amer. 
Commw. III, Ixxx. 54 It .. does not completely fit him to 
weigh the real merits of statesmen, 

absol. (U.S. only.) 

1878 Scribner's Mag. XV. 426/2 There are schools that 
fit for Harvard. There are those that fit for Yale. 

7. To fashion, modify, or arrange so as to con- 
form or correspond to something else. Const. Zo, 
formerly also + zo, + for. 

1580 Lyty Exphues (Arb.) 473 For as thou framest thy 
manners, so wil thy wife fit hers. 1590 Suaxs. J7/ids. N.1. 
i, 118 To fit your fancies to your Fathers will. 1615 R. 
Brucu tr. Gerhara’s Soules Watch title-p., Heavenly 
Meditations. .fitted to all the Dayes in the Weeke. c 1645 
Howe t Le?t. 1v. xiv. 19, I return here enclos’d the Sonnet 
. rendered into Spanish, and fitted for the same Ayr it had 
in English. 1665 Bovie Occas. Refi. (1845) 36 Scarce any 
thought will puzzle him to fit words to it. 1718 (title) A 
Book of Psalms in Blank Verse fitted into the tunes com- 
monly used. 1850 Tennyson Ju Mem. Ixxv. 6 Expert In 
fitting aptest words to things. 1855 H. Reep Lect. Eng. 
Lit. i, (1878) 36 How exquisitely the individual man and 
the external world are fitted to each other. 1877 HuxLey 
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Amer. Addr. i. 29, lhave no reason to suppose that she 
[Nature] is bound to fit herself to our notions, ‘ 

8. To fix, apply, adjust, or insert (something) so 
that it fills exactly the required place, or conforms 
to the contour of its receptacle or counterpart. 
Const. 27, z2to, on, to, upon; also with z# adv. 

1611 Biste 1 Azugs vi. 35 Gold, fitted vpon the carued 
worke, 1628 Dicpy Voy. Afedit. (1868) 86 The Jonas (to 
whom wee continually fitted saile). 1667 Mitton ?. LZ. vi. 
543 Let each..Fit well his Helme. 1670 NArBorouGH 
Frnl. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. (1711) 30 The rest of the 
seamen fitted Rigging. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 136° 
Having..fitted in the Bressummers, Girders, Joysts, etc. 
1719 Dr For Crusoe 1. 242 He had a Bow and Arrow, and 
was fitting it to shootatme. 1796 H. Hunter tr. S¢.-Pzerve’s 
Stud, Nat. (1799) 1. 31 The tyrant..who fitted the unhappy 
traveller to his bed of iron. 1867 Smytu Sadler's Word-bk., 
Fit rigging, to cut or fit the standing and running rigging 
to the masts, etc. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ. IV. 78/1 
The practice of fitting them [water-tight bulkheads] has since 
become common. 1883 Kvowledge 13 July 30/1 A dress- 
maker would fit the belt best. 1885 Law Times LX XIX. 
366/2 Hoods will also be fitted over the tops of the doors. 
Jig. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. x4 The accuracy with 
which the question and answer are fitted into one another. 

b. Zo fit om: to try on (a garment, etc.) with 
the view of ascertaining whether it fits the person. 
(Also collog. with the personas 007.) To fit the cap 
on: to take some allusion as applying to oneself. 

1842 WuitTock, etc. Bk. Trades 431 When the suits are 
commanded to be fitted on. 1842 Tennyson Sz, S. Stylites 
206 The crown ! the crown! So now ’tis fitted on and grows 
to,me, 1856 Reape Wever too Late xxiv, The truth is 
when a searching sermon is preached, each sinner takes it 
to himself..I am glad the prisoners fitted the cap on. 

+9. To appoint, determine, or settle as may be 
fitting. Obs. 

16.. Beaum. & Fi. Laws Candy 1. i, My prisoner .. I sur- 
render: Fit you his ransom. — Mad Lover i. i, If by 
my meanes Your busines may be fitted. 1621-31 Laup 
Sev. Seri. (1847) 10 This time is in God to fit. 

+b. Sc. To adjust or balance (an account); also, 


to examine, test, or audit (accounts). Ods. 

1653 Burgh Rec. Glasgow (Rec. Soc.) II. 269 To meit 
with Mr. George Young and to fitt and cleir ane compt 
with him. 


10. Soap-making. To bring (a mass of fluid soap) 
into such a condition that it will separate into two 


strata, the upper purer than the lower. 

1866 TomLinson Cycl, Useful Arts II. 539 The soap is 
Jitted, 7. e, the contents of the copper are fused in a weak 
lye or in water. 1885 W. L. Carpenter Manuf. Soap vi. 
173 The English practice is to fit rather ‘fine.’ 1887 
Encycl. Brit. XXII. 204/r It is impossible to ‘fit’ or in 
any way purify soft soap, 

IV. 11. To supply, furnish, or provide w7th 
what is fit, suitable, convenient, or necessary. ? Ods. 
when obj. is a person. 

1591 SHAKS. 7'wo Gent. 11. vii. 42 Fit mewith such weedes 
As may beseeme some well reputed Page. 15953 — John 
it. iii. 26, I had a thing to say, But I will fit it with some 
better tune. 1627-77 FELTHAM Resolves 1. xxv. 44 Those 
[senses] which carry the most pleasing tasts, fit us with 
the largest reluctations. 1653 WaLton Axgler 71, I wil fit 
him to morrow with a Trout for his breakfast. 1660 BoyLr 
New Exp. Phys.-Mech. Proem 7 The last nam’d Person 
fitted me with a Pump. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 32 
Having fitted yourself with a Hole in your Screw-plate. 
1737 Bracken Harriery Impr. (1757) II. 61 They will pre- 
tend..that they can fit you to a Title with such a Horse. 
1892 Law Times Rep. UXVII. 251/1 A steamship of 1074 
tons net, fitted with steam steering gear, 


b. +refl. Zo fit oneself: to suit oneself, get 


suited. Also pass. 70 de fitted: to be suited. dial. 

1667 Pepys Diary 29 Jan., He .. promised she should 
stay till she had fitted herself. 1786 Burns 7o G. Hamilton 
14 If sae be ye may be Not fitted otherwhere. 1877 V. W. 
Linc. Gloss., I’m just fitted where lam, 1882 Lanc. Gloss., 
Fitted, suited, served. 

ce. Zo fit out: to supply with what is necessary ; 
to equip, rig out. Ods,. exc. Maut. or transf. from 
that use. 

1670 R. Coxe Disc. Trade 63 A Dutch Ship.. may be 
built and fitted out to Sea for half the terms an English 
Ship can. 1722 De For Plague (1754) 9 All loaded with 
Baggage and fitted out for travelling. 1741 RicHARDSON 
Pamela 1, 2x My poor honest Dress, with which you fitted 
me out, 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 70/2, | saw Maha 
Rajah. .order the house to be fitted out for him. 1824 Lanpor 
Imag. Conv, Wks. 1846 I. 106/2 If they had, they would 
fit out acutter. 1840 THiIrLWALL Greece VII. 183 The Athe- 
nians, in addition to the galleys which they had before, 
fitted out others, 1893 STEVENSON Catriona 2 At a mer- 
chant’s in the Luckenbooths I had myself fitted out. 

d. Zo fit up: to supply with necessary fittings, 
furniture, or stores. 

1670 R. Coxe Disc. Trade. 56 The Dutch .. do fit up 
more Ships for Navigation, and cheaper than the English. 
1728 Pope Let, to Swift 20 June, He has fitted up his farm. 
1821 SHELLEY Zpipsych. 515, I have fitted up some chambers 
there. 1859 JepHson Brittany xv. 243 ‘The kitchen was 
fitted up with large boilers and ovens. 

trans, 1869 J. Martineau ss. II. 156 Their neighbouring 
skies are fitted up with moons. 

12. To visit (a person) with a fit penalty; to 
punish. Ods. exc. Australian. Also dial. with out. 

@ 1625 Fretcuer Hum, Lieutenant w.i, If I do not fit ye 
let me frie for’t. 1685-8 Roxd. Ball. VII. 470 His Lass 
then presently devis’d to fit him for his whoring. 1782 
Miss Burney Cecilia (1809) II. 229 With a look that implied 
—Illl fit you for this! 1889 Botprewoop Robbery under 
Arms (1890) 3 A sergeant of police was shot in our last 














FITCHED, 


scrimmage, and they must fit some one over that. Mod. 
(Derbyshire) I'll fit you out for this, 

+ Fit, v.2 Obs. rare) [f£ Fir sb.2] trans. 
To force by fits or paroxysms owt of (the usual 
place). 

c1600 SHaks. Sonn. cxix, How haue mine eies out of 
their ephs bene fitted In the distraction of this madding 
feuer 

Fit (fit), v.8 [Sc. pronunciation of Foor.] In 
the game of Curling (see quots.). 

1831 Blackw. Mag. Dec. 985 Fit fair and rink straight, 
1892 J. Kerr “Vist. Curling 361 The crampit or the hack is 
immoveable, and no advantage must be taken by changing 
to a place from which the shot could be more easily taken. 
This is fit fair. /dzd¢., He must first fit the tee, i.e. he 
must so place himself that his eye travels along the central 
line toward the farther tee, while his right foot rests in the 
hack or on the heel of the crampit. ; 

Fit, Sc. and dial. var. of Foor; also var. (dial. 
or vulgar) of fought: see FIGHT v. 

Fitch (fit{), sd. Ods. exc. dial. Forms: 4-5 
ficche, fetch, 5-6 fiche, 6 feche, fytch, fitche, 
5- fitch. [var. of Vercu.] 

1. =Vercu; the plant V2cza sativa, or its seed. 
Also attrib., as fitch-grass. 


1382 Wycuir Jsa. xxviil. 25 Barly, and myle, and ficche 
[1388 fetchis] in ther coestes. c1420 Padlad. on Husb. 1. 
550 Fitches flynge afore hem [briddes] ofte. 1559 Br. 
AytMER Harborowe Hj, Satan..soweth tares and fytches 
of heresies and sectes continually. 16xx Bisie /sa. xxviii. 
25 Doth he not cast abroad the fitches? 1725 BraDLey 
Fam. Dict. s.v. Sand, It was sowed with Oats and Fitches. 
1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts (ed, 2) 11. 57 Rib-grass, 
fitch-grass..and rye-grass. 1876in WAztby Gloss., Pitches. 

+ b. With reference to the size of a vetch-seed. 
xsg0 Barroucu Meth. Phisick. 1. xxxvii. 6x Put in 
a peece of aspunge as much as the fiche. 1634 PEAcHAM 
Gentl, Exerc. 1. xxii. 69 A little eare-waxe to the quantitie 
of a fitch. : 
+2. transf. Something resembling the seed of a 


vetch. Obs. 

16283 Hart Anat. Ur. 11. vill. 102 Red Vetches or Fitches 
in the residence..are recorded..to signifie..great inflam- 
mation of the Liuer. 

Fitch (fit{), 56.2 Also 6 fy3che, feche, fyche, 
fiche. [a. (perh. through an unrecorded OF. form) 
MDnu. vzzsse, fisse, whence OF. fisse? FircHEw.] 

1. =Frrcuew. 

1580 J. Coxe Lng. & Wr. Heralds § 213 (1877) 118 We have 
marterns..otters, fitches, squerelles, etc. 1607 TopsELt 
Fours. Beasts (1658) 172 They say ‘they stink like an 
Iltis,” that is, a fitch, or poul-cat. 1661 Lovett Aizst¢. 
Anim, §& Min. 49 Fitch..The part of use taken from them 
is the skinne. 1706 Puittips (ed. Kersey), /z¢ch, a Polecat. 

2. The fur or hair of a polecat. 

xrs02 Will of Sowerby (Somerset Ho.) [Furred with] 
fy3ches. 1663-73 BuLtoxar, Fitch, the furr of the Polecat. 
1879 M. M. Backus in Evcycl. Brit. 1X. 838/1 Fitch Size 
about that of the American mink. 1884 J. C. STapLes in 
Girl’s Own Paper 8 Mar. 354/3 Some [brushes] are made 
of sable, fitch, and other hairs, 

3. A brush made of the hair of a fitchew or pole- 
cat; also, a small brush made of hog’s hair. 

1873 Sron Workshop Rec. Ser. 1. 106 The smallest hog- 
hair brushes are called fitches. 

4. attrib., as fitch-brush, -hair. 

1840 THackeray Paris Sk. Bk., French Sch. Paint. (end), 
Can you describe it? No, not if pens were fitch-bruskes, 

Fitch, v. Sc. and zorth. dial. [app. an inter- 
mediate form between FIKE and Finer.] 

1. intr. ‘To move by slow succussations from one 
place to another’ (Jam.). Cf. Fipen z. 

1637 GILLEsPIE Eng. Pop. Cerent. iv. vili. 35 They are so 
nettled therewith, that they fitch hither and thither, 1790 
A. Witson Poems 63 A speakin’ Pack’s owre learnt for 
me, Or ane that steers an’ fitches. 

2. trans. ‘To move any thing a little way from 
its former place’ (Jam.). 

7 Northumb. Gloss., Fitch that flake—remove that 
urdle. 
b. ‘ To lift and lay down again, to touch a thing 
frequently’ (Jam.); =FincE z. 

[1692 J. Curate Sc. Presbyt. Eloquence iii. 99 This John 
[Simple] was ordinarily called Fitch-cape pee Claw-poll, 
because in the time of Preaching, or Praying he used to 
claw his Head, and rub his Callet.] 

+Fitchant, a. Ods. [var. of Ficent: cf. 
Fircu v.] Nimble, restless. 

¢ 1600 Beaumont Grammar Lecture Sloane MS. 17009 f. 17 
To visit often the pagan puppett playes, and to behold 
their fitchant anticks. 

Fitche, -ée (fi't{e), a Her. Also anglicized 
Fircny. [ad. Fr. fiché, fichée, pa. pple. of jicher to 
fix.] Fixed: applied to a cross, the lower ex- 
tremity of which is sharpened to a point. 

1572 BossEWELL Arworie u. 64b, S. beareth Sable twoo 
Delphines d'’Argent, addorsez hariant, betwene sixe Crosses 
Botony Fitche. @166x FuLter Worthies (1662) 141 A 
Cross Patee fitchee betwixt the Attire. 1864 BouTELL 
Heraldry Hist. & Pop. vi. 29 When the shaft of any Cross 
is pointed at the base, it is said to be Fitchée. 


Fitched (fit/t), @. Her. Also 7 fitchet. [f. 
prec.+-ED1,]  =prec. 

1562 LricH A ~morie 57a, The field Azure a crosse formye 
fitched Or. 1611 CotGr., Crorx jichée, a crosse Fitchet, 
1688 R. Hotme Armoury m1. 145/t Pencils of all sorts.. 
as Duck Quill pointed and Fitched. _ 1705 Hearne Codlect. 
21 Dec., A Fesse .. between three Crosses fitched Gules, 
1889 in Exvin Dict. Her.,s.v. Hitché. 


FITCHER. 


Fitcher (fi'tfor), v. AZining. intr. (See quot.) 

1865 Gartanp W. Cornw. Words in Frnl. Roy, Inst. 
Cornw. Apr. 48 Fitchered, to be baulked, stopped short. 
The word is mostly used in mining, where some difficulty 
occurs in the boring of a hole for blasting. 

Fitchet (fitfét). Also 6 fechet, 7-8 fichat. 
[dim. of Frrcen sb.4] 

1. =FITcHEW 1, 2. 

1535 in Weaver Wells Walls (1890) 29 My blew furryd 
gowne of fechets. 1653 WALTON Azg/er 1. i. 14 The Fichat 
..and the like creatures. 1772 T. Simpson Vermin-Killer 
23 The Polecat, Fitchat, Fitchew, Formet. 1885 [see 
FircHew 1]. . 

+ 2. Incorrectly: The weasel. Ods. exc. dal. 

1693 Ray Synops. Animal. 195. 1713 Ricnarpson in P77, 
Trans, XXVIII. 170 He [Ray] says that AZustela vul- 
garis is called here a Foumart or Fitchet. 188% Lezcester 
Gloss., Fitchet..sometimes incorrectly applied to a weasel. 

Fitchew (fit{/z). Forms: 5 fechu, fychew, 
(plural fecheus, fychews, -eux), 6 fechowe, 
ficheuxe, fitchewe, 7 fitcholl, fitchaw, 8 
fi(t)cher, fitchole, 4— fitchew. [a. OF. /issel 
(pl. jisstaulx), later fissau (Cotgr.), a diminutive 
formation on the word which appears in Du. of 
16-1"7th c. as fisse, visse, vitsche (see Kilian and 
Hexham).] 

1. A foumart, polecat. 

1418 EZ. £. Wills (1882) 34 My furre of Fycheux. 1486 
Bk. St. Albans Bvijb, That no fulmertis nor fecheus.. 
com nott in to hir. 1877 Harrison England 11. Iv. 
(1878) 1. 25, I might here intreat .. of .. the weasell .. 
fitchew, and such like. 1688 in A. L. Humphreys “7s¢. 
Wellington (1889) 125 Pd. for killing of a fitcholl and a 
hedgehogg 8¢@. 1752 Sir J. Hitt Hist. Anim. 547 They all 
call it..Mustela; we the Weasel, the Foumart, or the 
Fitcher. 1787 Grose Provinc. Gloss., Fitchole, a polecat, 
fitchet or ficher. 1788 Wotcorr (P, Pindar) Peter's Pen- 
sion Wks. 1812 II. 18 Your fowls have suffer'd by the 
fitchews. 1885 Encycl. Brit. XIX. 332/1 To this [its fetid 
smell] it is indebted for its.. English names frtchet, jrtchew. 

b. Used as a term of contempt. 

1604 Suaxs, Ofh, 1. i. 150 Tis such another Fitchew, 

2, The fur of the polecat. 

¢ 1394 P. Pl. Crede 295 A cote hab he furred Wip foyns 
or wip fitchewes ober fyn beuer. 1493 W7ll of Sguyer 
(Somerset Ho.) Penulatam cum fychew pollys. 1502 W702 
of Grene (Somerset Ho.) (Gown furred with) Ficheuxe. 
1534 in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 98 My gowne furryd 
with ffechowe, 1721 Baitey, Fitchow, a Pole-cat..also the 
skin of it. 

+ Fi-tchew, v. Ods.—1 

a@ 1650 May Satir, Puppy (1657) 85 Yet thisis she.. whom 
Pride did become as a full Oath doth a desperate Gallant: 
that fichew’d with a degenerate posture of the Chinne, 

+Fitchock. Ods. Also fich-, fytchock, 
fitehuk. [f. Frrou sd.2 + dim. suffix -ooK.] = 
FitcHeEw ; also as a term of contempt. 

@1615 Beaum. & Fr. Bonduca 1. ii, And make ye fight 
like fichocks. — Scornful Lady v.i, Farewell, fytchock ! 
1804 Duncums Herefordsh. 1. 213 A fitchock, a_pole-cat. 
1847 HALLIweLL, /i¢chet, a polecat, also called. .fitchuk. 

+Fitchy, a1 Ods. [f. Frrcw sb.'+-v1.] Re- 
sembling a fitch or vetch. 

1610 HeALey St. Azg. Citie of God 612 There is. .lenti- 
cule of lens, a little fitchie kind of pease. 

Fitchy (frtfi), 2.2 Her. [Anglicized form of 
Fitcuf.) =Fircesé. Also ¢ransf. 

16s0 Futter Pisgah wv. iv. 68 Silver sockets. .made fitchy, 
or picked, to be put into the earth. 1763 Brit. Mag. IV. 638 
Three cross croslets, fitchy. 1864 BouTELL Heraldry Hist. 
& Pop. xv. (ed. 3) 215 Crusily fitchy or. 

+ Fitelfoot. Obs. rare—'. [2 Cf. Firrin a.] 
An alleged designation for the hare. 

a 1328 Names of Hare in Rel. Ant. 1. 133 The sittere, 
the gras-hoppere, The fitelfot, the foldsittere. 

Fitful (fitfl),@ [f Fir sd.2+-run. A word 
used once by Shakspere, and popularized by writers 
of the beginning of this century.] 

1. Of a disease: Characterized by fits or pa- 
roxysms. Ods. exc. in Shakspere’s phrase. 

1605 SHaxs. Macd, ut. ii. 23 Lifes fitfull Feuer, 1744 
Armstrone Preserv. Health 1. 131 Quartana.. this fitful 
pest With feverish blasts subdues the sickening land. 

2. Characterized by irregular fits of activity or 
strength; coming and going by fits and starts; 
full of irregular changes; spasmodic, shifting, 
changing, capricious. 

1810 Scott Lady of L.1. Prol., And down the fitful breeze 
thy numbers flung. 1816 Byron Szege Cor. xxi, So seen by 
the dying lamp’s fitful light. 1832 Hr. Martineau Zach & 
All ii, 18 His impulses were generous, but fitful. 1842 
Miatx Nonconf. 1.1 The fitful and convulsive energy they 
have at times displayed. 1874 Motiey Barneveld I. 1. 5 
The first fitful years of peace. 


Fitfully (fitfuli), adv. [f. prec. +-1y2.] Ina 
fitful manner ; by fits and starts. 

1792 Worpsw. Descr. Sketches Poems (1888) 17/2 Fitfully, 
and in flashes, through his soul, Like sun-lit tempests, 
troubled transports roll. 1834 Mrs. SomervILLE Connect, 
Phys. Sc. xxxvii. (1849) 424 Here we have a star fitfully 
variable. 1889 Ruskin Preterita III. 181 The fireflies .. 
shone fitfully in the still undarkened air. 

Fitfulness (fi'tfulnés). [f. as prec. + -Nuss.] 
Fitful condition or quality. ; 

1825 Lytron Falkland 12 Fitfulness of temper. 1859 
Smives Se/-Help x. (1860) 264 A habit of fitfulness and 
ineffective working. 

Fithele, -ul, obs, forms of FIDDLE. 

Vou. IV. 





265 


Fitly, a. rave. [f. Fir a.+-ty1,] =Fira. 
1573 Tusser Hwsb, (1878) 183 Giue childe that is fitly. 
1840 Brownine Sordello v1. 441 ’Twere fitliest maintain the 


Guelfs in rule. 
Fitly (fitli), adv. [f. Fir a.+-Ly2.] 


1. In a way that is fit; properly, aptly, be- 


-comingly, suitably, appropriately. 


¢1550 in Strype Cranmer (1694) App. No. 49. 138 Their 
heads [standith] most fyttely on London bridge. 15.. Tur- 
BERVILE Compl. lost Dove, Epitaphes etc. (1567) 130 b, Eche 
part so fitly pight as none mought chaunge his place. 
1697 SHAKS. Cor. Iv. ii. 34 Cats that can iudge as fitly of 
his worth, As I can of those Mysteries. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. 
vill. 394 So fitly them in pairs thou hast combin’d. 1732 
BerkELey Alcipfhr. 1. § 2 The mind of man may be fitly 
compared to a piece of land. a@1822 SHELLEY Cyclops 193 
Well, isthe dinner fitly cooked and laid? 1870SwinpurneE Ess. 
& Stud. (1875) 277 Seen fitlier by starlight than by sunlight. 

+b. At the fitting time or season. Obs. 

1605 SHaks. Lear, ii. 184 From whence I will fitly bring 
you to heare my Lord speake. x1611z Bis_tE Prov, xxv. 11 
A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of 
siluer. 1623-6 CockERAM u, /7¢/y, opportunely. 

2. Comb., as fitly-contrived, filly fair. 

1598 SytvesteR Dz Bartas u, il. 1v. Columnes 375 Our 
Learned Elders. . Heav’n’s shining Signes imagin’d fitly-fair. 
1677 GiLPin Denzonol, (1867) 182 A fitly-contrived subject. 

Fitment (fitment). [f. Fir wv. + -Ment.] 

+1. A making fit, preparation. Ods. 

1611 Suaxs. Cyd. y. v. 409 "T'was a fitment for The pur- 
pose I then follow’d. 

+2. That which is fitting or proper; duty. Ods. 

1608 SHaks, Pe. 1v. vi. 6 When she should doe for clyents 
her fitment. .shee [etc.]. 

3. A piece of furniture. Usually in Z/. Fittings. 

1851 Ord. & Regul. R. Engineers § 4.19 The expense of 
repairs of Fences, Fixtures, Fitments, &c. 1862 Mars. 
FRESHFIELD Grisons & Berm. xvii. 282 In keeping with the 
other fitments of the room. 1888 J//ustr. Lond, News 29 
Dec., Every variety of Fitment and Furniture. 1891 Times 
22 Oct. 16/5 The library has an enamelled wood fitment. 

Fitness (fitnés). [f. Frr a. +-nxEss.] 

1. The quality or state of being fit or suitable ; 
the quality of being fitted, qualified, or competent. 

1580 Baret Ady, F 604 Ablenesse, fitnesse, handsomnesse, 
habilitas. 1597 Hooxer £ccl. Pol. v. vi. (1611) 193 Com- 
petent to shew their conueniencie and fitnesse. 1601 SHAKS. 
All’s Well 1. ii. 31 Haue you, I say, an answere of such fit- 
nesse forall questions? 1748 HartLey Odserv. Man u. ii. 158 
The Harmonies, and mutual Fitnesses, of visible things. 
1783 Burke Affairs India Wks. 1842 II. 11 His fitness for 
the supreme council. 1845-6 Trencu H2ds. Lect. Ser. 1. 
iii. 49 Every other man has.. fitnesses for one task rather 
than another, 1875 Jowretr Plafo (ed. 2) IV. 132 Their 
fitness as instruments of thought to express facts. 

b. The state of being morally fit; worthiness. 

1647 W. Lyrorp Transl. Sinner (1648) 3 Not because of 
our works, or fitnesse, or betternesse of disposition in us. 
1745 WesLEY Answ. Ch. 36 No Fitness is required at the 
Time of communicating. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. 
332 To insist..on a mere moral fitness. 

2. The quality or condition of being fit and proper, 
conformity with what is demanded by the circum- 
stances; propriety. 

1597 Hooxer Zccl. Pol. v. § 7. 13 In things the fitnes 
whereof is not of it self apparent. 1613 SHAxs. Hen. VI/I 
1. iy. 231 The Queene being absent, ’tis a needfull fitnesse 
That we adiourne this Court till further day. 1784 CowrEr 
Task v. 672 Make him hear Of rectitude and fitness. 1820 
Byron Lez. Wks. 1846, 153/t Their system has its rules, and 
its fitnesses, and its decorums, 

b. The (eternal) fitness of things: a phrase 
extensively used in the 18th c. with reference to the 
ethical theory of Clarke, in which the quality of 
moral rightness is defined as consisting in a ‘ fitness’ 
to the relations inherent in the nature of things. 
Hence popularly used (at first with playful allu- 
sion) for: What is fitting or appropriate. 

Clarke’s own usual phrase is ‘ the eternal xeasou of things’; 
but the words 7z¢ and /tzess are constantly used by him as 
synonyms of ‘reasonable’ and ‘reason’, 

1705 Crarke Wat. & Rev. Relig. (1706) 52 They [the 
Hobbists] have no way to show how Compacts themselves 
come to be obligatory, but by inconsistently owning an 
eternal Fitness in the thing itself. 1730 M. Tinpat Chris?z- 
anity old as Creation 357 His [God’s] Commands are to be 
measured by the antecedent Fitness of Things. 1749 
Fiecpine Jom Yones iv. iv, The rule of right, and the eternal 
fitness of things. 1749 Lapy Luxporoucu Let. to Shenstone 
29 Nov. (1775) 148 My writing a Postcript after so long a 
letter is not according to the 7ztxess of things. .. Note. Be 
it known, these words thus applied are fashionable. 1885 
Manch. Exam. 15 Sept. 4/7 Mr. Slagg .. showed a cha- 
racteristic sense of the fitness of things by confining his 
attention [etc.]. 

+3. The quality of fitting exactly (cf. Fir a. 3); 
correspondence of size and shape. Ods. 

1658 A. Fox Wurtz Surg. u. xxv. 150 Have a good Knife 
also about you, in case you have need to cut the splinters to 
a fitness. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. xi. 188 If there was 
any similitude or fitness, that I might be assured it was my 
own foot. 31793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 235 Where there 
was the least want of fitness. . either the stone or the rock was 
cut, till each stone would come into its exact relative position. 

+4, Readiness, inclination. (Cf. FT a. 5, 5 b.) 

1604 SHaxs. Ham. v. ii. 209 (Qo 2) I am constant to my 
purposes, they followe the Kings pleasure: if his fitnes 
speakes, mine is ready. 

Fitsides (fitsaidz), adv. Sc. ? Obs. [f. fit, 
Sc. form of Foor+Srpz.] Only in phr. Zo de fit- 
side(s with (a person): to be on the same footing 


with, to be ‘upsides’ or quits wth. 





FITTER. 


1609 Burgh Rec. Glasg. (Rec. Soc.) I. 304 And thou wart 
out of thy office, I sould be fit syde with the. 1752 A. B. 
Stewart in Scots Mag. July (1753) 338/2 He would be fit- 
sides with Glenure, where-ever he met him. 

Fitt (fit), v. /oca?. [Of uncertain origin: identity 
with Fir v. 1 is possible.] To vend and load 
(coals) ; to load (a vessel) with coals for transport. 

1600-1 Order of Hostmen's Comp. in Brand Nezucastle 
II. 272 ote, None shall fitt any keell .. without the consent 
of the owner thereof. 1625 /did. 28 Apr., To fitt and load 
coles abord of the keeles. 1825 in Brockett V. C. Words. 

Hence Fitting vd/. sb.; in quot. attrib. 

1843 T. Witson Pitman’s Pay, etc. 108 The Faithers 0’ 
the fittin’ trade The Quayside a’ways pacin’. 

Fittable (fitab’l), a rare—% [f. Fit v. + 
-ABLE.] That may be fitted. 

1611 Cotcr., Accommodable, fittable, aptable, appliable. 
1660 Howett Lexicon, Fittable, accommodable. 

Fittage (fitédz). /ocad. [f. Firr v. + -acu.] 
The commission allowed a fitter or coal shipper. 

1708 J. C. Compl. Collier (1845) 49 Their pretence is to 
have and get no more than two Shillings and six Pence per 
Chaldron .. for Fittidge. 1892 in Morthumb. Gloss, 

attrib. 1797 Monthly Mag. IXI. 73 Mr. A. Baker, staith- 
man and fittage agent to the Beamish South-Moor Colliery, 

Fitted (fitéed), 2/7. a. [f. Firv.+-np1l.] a. In 
various senses of the vb.; also fitted-up. tb. Often 
used predicatively with the ppl. sense somewhat 
obscured: Adapted, ‘calculated’, likely. Const. 
to with znf. 

1736 Butter Azad. 1. Wks. 1874 I. 1or Circumstances 
peculiarly fitted to be, to them, a state of discipline. 1777 
Watson Philip IT (1793) 1. u. 26 How much soever Philip’s 
power and character were fitted to excite jealousy. 1810 
Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 156 Elegantly fitted-up pleasure 
boats. 1860 Uve’s Dict. Arts (ed. 5) I1I.-713 A white, uni- 
coloured or fitted soap would be the result. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailors Word-bk., Fitted Furniture .. articles of spare 
supply, sent from the dockyard. 1888 777es 26 June 12/5 
Advt., Fitted plate chests, 2 

Hence Fi'ttedness, the state of being fitted. 

1611 H. D. Disc. Liturgies (1661) 77 The singing then 
used, and its fittedness to the duty of Christians in praising 
God. 1645 T. Coteman Hopes Deferred 3 There is no 
fittednesse to receive. 1894 DrumMoND Ascent of Man 267 
Fitness to survive is simply fittedness. 


+ Fitten, sd. Obs. Forms: 5 fyton, 6 fytten, 
fitton(e, 6-7 fitten. [Of unknown origin. 

The suggestion that it is a corruption of fiction is in- 
admissible. ‘The form coincides curiously with the cor- 
ruption of L. Ayton found in various Teut. langs,: ON. 

Jitén, MDu. /ytoenx necromancy, sorcery], 
An untruth, a lie, an invention. 

¢1440 Pronp. Parv. 163/1 Fyton, or lesynge, mendaciune. 
1530 Parser. 220/2 Fytten, mensonge, menterie. a1577 
Gascoicne Fruztes of Warre 24 Wks. (1587) 118 Let not 
dame flattery in your bosome creepe, To tel a fittone in your 
Landlords eares. 1899 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. 1. iv, He 
doth feed you with fittons, figments and leasins. 1654 
Gataxer Disc. Afol. 69 Others of them may wel be deemed 
Fittons of his own framing, as [etc.]. 1825 J. Britton 
Beauties Wiltsh. 111. 373 Mitten, a feint, a pretence. 

+ Fitten, a. Ols.—! [as if a pa. pple. (strong 
formation) f. Fir v.]. Suitable, fit. 

1642 H. Morr Song of Soul iv. xxx, Sensation The soul 
ae fitten hint doth promptly lend To find out plantall 
ife. 

+ Fitten, v. Ods. Also 6 fiton. [f. Firren 


sb.] zztr. To utter falsehoods, fib, tell lies. 
1577-87 Hoinsuep Chron. II. 15/2 Least the apostle should 
haue beene thought to haue fitoned. ¢1580 LopcEr Azsw, 
to Gosson Wks. 1879 III. 30 Yf Boetyus fitten not. 1624 
H. Mason Art of Lying v. 104 How can I tell that they 
doe not fitten and deuise all that vpon their fingers ende? 


Fitter (fi'ter), 5.1 [f. Fir v1.4 -er 1] 
1, One who or that which fits (see the vb.). Also 


with adverbs, as fid/er-out, up. 

1660 Hexuam, Een geriever, a Fitter, an Applier, or an 
Accommodatour. 1707 Mortimer //usé, ix. 146 Sowing .. 
with French Furze seed, they reckon a great Improver of 
their Land, and a fitter of it for corn. 1859 SALA 7'w. round 
Clock (1861) 224 Nothing more can be done for a palace than 
the fitters-up of a modern club have done for it. : 

2. sec. in various trades (see quots.). Also in 


Comb., as gas-fitter, hot-water-filter, etc. 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fitter ..a weigher at the 
mint; a tailor, one who tries on and adjusts articles of 
dress. 1885 Law Times LXXX. 8/1 A cutter and fitter of 
wearing apparel. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., 
Fitter or Engine Fitter—a working engineer whose duties 
consist in the fitting together of machine or engine parts. 
1892 Labour Conimission Gloss., Fitters, term applied to 
those persons .. who paste together the portions cut out to 
form the boot-upper, to prepare them for sewing. 

Fitter (firtor), 50.2 Jocal. [f. Firr v.+-Er1.] 
One who vends and loads coals; a coal-broker. 

1678 in Brand Newcastle (1789) II. 669 The customers, 
collectors, fitters, and other .. officers .. in the said port. 
1739 Enquiry Reasons Advance Price C ‘oals 3x The Host- 
men or Fitters at Newcastle are an incorporated Company. 


_ 1843 T. Witson Pitman's Pay, etc. 108 The ‘Runnin’ 


Fitters’ stannin’ still. dd. 117 Mourn, a’ the fitters 0° 
the Quay ! ; 

+ Fitter, v. Obs. rare. [Perh. cognate with 
MHG. vetzse, mod.G. fetzen rag, scrap, and ON. 
Jit hem (see Fir sd.1); the vb. (perh. first used in 
pa. pple.: see next) is formed with frequentative 
suffix -ER 5 common in vbs. expressive of the action 
of breaking into small pieces.] z#tv. To break 
into small fragments. a 


FITTERED. 


¢ 1380, ¢ 1450 [?implied in next]. 1600 Asp. Anpor Exf. 
Yonah 319 When Sampson was disposed he brake the cordes 
and ropes wherewith he was tyed; they fittered and dis- 
solved even as the flaxe which is burnt with the fire. 


+ Fittered, 2//. a. Obs. [f. prec. + -ED!.] 
Ragged, wearing rags; also of clothes, slashed, 


cut into tags or streamers. 

¢1380 Wyciir Wks. (1880) 60 Many raggid & fittrid 
squyeris. ¢1480 Myrc 1146 Hast pou ben prowde.. Of 
fytered clothes as foles done? 

Fitters, sd. p/. Obs. exc. dial. See also 
Fuirrers. [f. Frrrerv.] Fragments, pieces, atoms. 
In various obvious phrases, as zo tear to fitters, 
to break in(to fitters, etc. To be in fitters: fig. to 
be broken up into small parties. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 374/2 Whiche the deuil 
hath by y? blast of his mouth .. frushed al to fitters. 1614 
Rareicu Hist. World u. 292 Which Image .. was with 
Fire from Heaven broken into fitters. 1639 Futter Holy 
War ww. xxxii. 225 ‘They were in fitters about prosecuting 
their titles to this city. 1715tr. Pancirollus’ Rerum Mem. 
II. i, 273 That Sarsaparilla is to be chosen which is .. hard 
to be broken but when it falls into Fitters. 1869 Lonsdale 
Gloss., Fitters, very small pieces, fragments, 1886 in 
S.W. Linc. Gloss. 

Fitting (fitin), vd/. sd. [f. Fir v.+-1ne},] 

1. The action of the vb. Fir in various senses. 
Also gerundially with omission of zz. Also 


with adus. 

1607 Htrron Ws. I. 301 There should be also ..a fitting 
of this generall truth touching Christ to his owne particular. 
1719 Mreethinker No. 154, I am fitting out for one of the 
most compleat Beaus in Christendom. 1746-7 Hervey 
Medit, (1818) 73 They saw the fatal arrow fitting to the 
strings. 1829 Marryat /. MJildmay xxiii, The ship was 
fitting. 1862 Dana Man. Geol. 583 In the final fitting up of 
the earth with life there was still a reference to him [Man]. 
ae Ruskin Preterita I. vi. 179 The perfect fitting of 
windows. 


2. concr. Anything used in fitting. Usually in J/. : 


Fixtures, apparatus, furniture. Also /itting-up. 

1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusem.77 Bladders filled with 
a quantity of this gas..and the neck, or fitting-up of its end, 
made capable of being closed or opened. 1860 HAWTHORNE 
Marb. Faun xxxi, (1883) 321 These fittings-up of polished 
marble. 1864 Br. or Lincotn Charge 7, 42 grants for 
fittings and books. 1868 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) I. 
viii. 207 All the roofs, floors, and fittings were burned. 

3. Mech. Engin. (see quot. 1888). 

1878 W. Attan Rose & Thistle 131 What though your 
labour is merely stone-breaking, Turning or fitting, or 
wielding the spade. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., 
Fitting, that section of mechanical engineering devoted to 
the bringing together and adjusting of the different portions 
of engines, machines, &c 

4. Soap-making. See Fir v. to. 

1860 Uve's Dict. Arts (ed. 5) III. 713. 1885 W. L. 
CarrenterR Manuf. Soap vi. 172 The finishing operation 
for yellow soaps is termed ‘fitting’ in England. 

5. attrib., as fitting (-out)-shop. 

1840 Marryat Poor Fack xii, I went to a fitting-out shop. 
1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Fitting-Shop, the shop 
in which the operations of fitting are carried on. 

Fitting (fitin), 2/7. a. [f. as prec. +-1NG 2.] 
That fits: a. Becoming, appropriate, proper, suit- 
able. b. That conforms to the contour or size of 
something ; now only with prefixed advbs. (often 
hyphened), as close(-ly)-, well-, zll-fitting. 

Many examples in editions of rsth c. works are spurious, 
the reading of the MSS. being s7¢tizg, which was formerly 
used in the same sense. It is doubtful whether the reading 
of our first quot. is not similarly incorrect, as Fir v1 has 
not otherwise been found so éarly. 

1535 STEWART Cron, Scot. ILI. 486 Thre men war clad in 
fitand [coit-Jarmour. _ 1595 SHAKS. Fohn v. vi. 19 News 
fitting to the night, Blacke, fearefull, comfortlesse. 1617 
E. Owens in Lismore Papers (1887) Ser. u. II. 113 Thus 
much I thought fytinge to acqueynt your Lordshipp. 
1705 StanHore Paraphr. 11. 355 Use all fitting means of 
putting it to Shame, 1825 SourHey Paraguay 1. 44 
Which seem’d to be for beasts a fitting lair. 1845 M. 
Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 20 Counsel. .such as is fitting a bishop 
should give. 1866 Gro. Eriot /. Holt (1868) 10 Her tight- 
fitting black dress was much worn. 1881 Rita My Lady 
Coguette xvii, It’s the fittingest name. 

Hence Fittingly adv., in a fitting manner; 
Fittingness, the state of being fitting. 

1641 Jos. Suute Sarah § Hagar (1649) 106 Let us carry 
our selves fittingly. 1653 Jer. Taylor Gt. E-remp. 1. vi. 11. 
§ 28 (1667) 182 He .. need not question the fittingness of 
Godfathers promising in behalf of the Children for whom 
they answer. 1863 Bates Vat. Amazon II. 95 The fire- 
ant, which might be fittingly termed the scourge of this 
fine river. 1866 ArcyLt Reign Law vii. (ed. 4) 377 Whose 
labours were to match with a curious fittingness into his. 

Fitting, Sc. form of Foorine. 

Fittish, obs. form of FEerisH sé. 

1744 W. Smitu Voy. Guinea 196 They are kept in Fittish- 
houses or Churches built for that Purpose in a Grove. 

+ Fittle, a. Obs. rare—1'. See quot. 

1852 Hu ort, Fittle or runninge witted, /uzz/is. 

Fitty (fiti), a! Obs. exc. dial. [?f, Fira. or v. 
+-y1; but cf. Fearous, Featisu, and Feary of 
which it may be a corruption.] Fitting, becoming, 
proper, suitable; hence, nice, trim, neat. 

1589 Purrennam Eng, Poesie 1. ix. (Arb.) 169 Others 
strained themselues to giue the Greeke wordes Latin names, 
and yet nothing so apt and fitty. 1746 Exmoor Scolding 73 
Thy buzzom Chucks are pretty vittee. J/éid. 569 Tha 
stewarliest and vittiest Wanch that comath on tha Stones 


o’ Moulton, @1800 Ballad in Edin. Mag. Oct. (1818) 328 
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The fittie fairies liftit her. 1880 W. Cornw. Gloss., ‘Your 
dress isn’t looking fitty.’ 

Hence Fi'ttily adv.; Fi'ttiness; Fi'ttyways, 
-wise adv., properly. 

1746 Exmoor Scolding 209 Tha hast..no Vittiness in enny 
keendest Theng. 1810 Devon § Cornw. Voc. in Monthly 
Mag.XX1X, 435 That coat is fittily made. 1880 7. Cornw. 
Gloss., ‘Do behave fitty-ways.’ 1893 Coucu Dedectable 
Duchy 50 We'm going to do the pra ttywise. 

Fitty, ¢.2 [f Fir sb2.+-y1.] “Subject to fits. 

81x E. Nares Thinks J II, 161 They .. turned out so 
sickly and fitty that there was no rearing them anyhow. 


Fittyland (fitilend). Sc. [f jit, Sc. form of 
Foor v.+Lanp.] ‘The near horse of the hinder 
pair in the plough, which “ foots ” the unploughed 
“land” while its neighbour walks in the furrow’ 
(Reid Burns Concord. 1889). 

1787 Burns Auld Farmer's Mare xi, Thou was a noble 
fittie-lan’. 

|| Fitz (fits). Forms: 3-4 fiz, (3 fyz), (5 fice, 
fytz), 4- fitz. [AF. spelling of OF. fz (pro- 
nounced fits) :—earlier /i/z :—Lat. fi/ius son. 

The form is due to the phonetic law in OF. that a palatal- 
ized Z caused a succeeding s to become ¢s (written 2). ] 

The Anglo-French word for ‘son’; chiefly “7st. in 
patronymic designations, in which it was followed 
by the name of a parent in the uninflected genitive. 
Some of these survive as surnames, e.g. /2/zherbert, 
Fitzwilliam, etc.; in later times new surnames of 
the kind have been given to the illegitimate children 
of royal princes. ‘Also in 12-15thc. used occas. 
in adopted AF. phrases, Beau fitz=‘ fair son’ ; 
Jz a putain =‘ whoreson’. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 432 Syre Roberd le Fyz Haim my 
fader name was. a1300 Signa ante Fudicium 179 in £. EL. P. 
(1862) 12 Merci ihsu fiz mari. @ 1300 Cursor M,. 11879 (Gitt.) 
‘Fiz a putaines’, he said, ‘quat er 3e?’ 1393 Lancet. P. Pd. 
C. x. 311 ‘ Beau fitz’, quap pe fader, ‘we shulleb for defaute’. 


¢1435 Torr. Portugal oe Antony fice Greffown. c1450 
Merlin 299 Leff the lady, traitour fitz aputain! ¢ 1470 
Harpine Chron. ccxul. iii, Henry le Fytz Empryce. 1655 


Futter Ch. Hist. 1x. Ded. 49 You shall be even in the 
language of the Apostle himself, Fitz-Dieu, A Son Of God. 
1814 Mrs. West Alicia de Lacy II. 92 The contentions of 
Henry Fitz-empress with Eleanora of Guienne. 

b. nonce-use. One whose surname begins with 
Fitz; ie. an Irishman of Anglo-Norman extraction. 

1848 Macautay Hist. Eng. vi. (1858) II. 130 The Fitzes 
sometimes permitted themselves to speak with scorn of the 
O’s and Macs. 

|| Fiumara (fima‘ra). [It.] A flooded river, 
a mountain torrent ; also the dry bed left by it. 

1820 T. S. Hucues Trav. Sicily 11. x. 244 The road was 
no more than a fiumara, over which at this time a torrent 
from the melted snow was flowing. 1833 Newman Le/z. 
(1891) I. 396 We passed various fiumaras .. dry, of course. 
1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. in Frul. Geog. Soc. XX1X. 
1o4 The burns .. descending from the upper heights form 
fiumaras of considerable extent. 

Five (foiv), @. and sb. Forms: 1-2 fif, 3-5 fif, 
(3 fifve, 4 fijf, fyf, 5 feyffe, fiffe), 3-4 south. vif, 
2-3 south. vyve, 3-6 fyve, 7 Sc. fywe, 3- five. 
[Com. Teut. and Aryan: OE. /¢f, inflected fife 
(ME. five, vyve), fifa, fifum (ME. fiven, viven) = 
OFris. and OS. fif (Du. vyf), OHG. fimf, finf, 
Sunf (MHG. viinf, mod.Ger. frinf), ON. fmm 
(Sw. and Da. fem), Goth. fimf:—OTeut. *fimf(2 
:—pre-Teut. *Aempe, modified by assimilation of 
consonants from OAryan *#enge, whence Skr. 
patica, Lith. penk?, Gr. révte, wéwre, Lat. guingue, 
Olrish céic, Gaulish pempe, OWelsh pzmp (mod. 
Welsh pump). ] 

The cardinal number next after four, represented 
by the symbols 5 or V. 

A. as adj. 

1. In concord with a sb. expressed. 

The Five points, (a) the principal points of controversy 
between the Calvinists and Arminians, relating to predes- 
tination, satisfaction, regeneration, grace, and final persever- 
ance; (4) the reforms demanded by the ‘ People’s Charter’ 
of 1838 (see CHARTER Sd, rd). The Five Ports: the Cinque 
Ports. The five senses, wits ; see the sbs. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xvi. g Ne ze zebencead pera fif 
hlafa and fif busend manna. c¢ 1050 Byrhtferth's Handboc 
in Anglia (1885) VIII. 298 Nim pas an hund tida & 
pas fif & wyrc fif dazgas. c12so Gen. & Ex. 746 Fif 
burges wer dor-inne bi tale, Ser-fore it hijte pentapolis. 
1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 7888 Ac be vif pors of engelond. 
1340 Ayenb, 179 Vif binges specialliche dectociel zobe 
ssriffpe. 1422 J. Yonce Priv. Priv. in Secreta Secret. 
(E. E, T. S.) 180 If pou fynde noght ffyue vpberers bat be 
lykynge to be. 1631 WreEvER Anc. Fun. Mon. 268 Lord 
Warden of the fiue ports. 1845 DisrAexi Sydz/ (1863) 182 
The national petition .. praying the House to take into 
consideration the five points in which the working classes 
deemed their best interests involved; to wit, universal 
suffrage, vote by ballot, annual parliaments, salaried mem- 
bers, and the abolition of the property qualification. 

b. Phrases. Zo know how many (blue) beans 
make five (see BEAN 6d); + to come in with (one’s) 
Jive eggs (see Eaa sd. 4). 

2. With ellipsis of sb., which may usually be 
supplied from context. +A or o five, in five (parts) : 
see A prep.16, 

cx1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. xxv. 2 Hyra fif weron dysize, 
and fif gleawe. ¢ 1205 Lay. 25891 Paws bures dure he warp 
adun: pat heo to-barst a uiuen. a@ 1225 Fuliana 71 Alle 
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italde bitale seoue side tene & fordre 3et fiue. a 1200 Moral 
Ode 28in Lamb. Hom. 289 Betere his on almesse before 
panne ben after vyue. ¢1330 King of Tars tn Eng. Stud. 
XI. 33 Him pou3t his hert is brast o fiue. rg9x in Nichols 
Progr. Q. Eliz. Wil. 117 In this square they .. played, five 
to five, with the hand-ball. 61x Biste /sa. xxx. 17 At the 
rebuke of fiue, shall ye flee. 1823 Byron Yuan x. xxxiii, 
Thermometers sunk down to ten, Or five, or one, or zero. 
b. esp. of the hour of the day, as five o'clock, ete. 
15s2z Huxorr, Ffiue of the clocke, hora qguinta. 1603 
Suaxs. Meas. for M. ww. ii. 127 Let me haue Claudios head 
sent me by fiue. 1737 Pore Hor. Efist. u. i. 162 A sober 
Englishman would knock His servants up, and rise by five 
o’clock. 1842 Tennyson W. Waterproof i, How goes the 
time? 'Tis five o’clock. 5 7 é 
8. Coupled with a higher cardinal or ordinal 


numeral following, so as to form a compound 


(cardinal or ordinal) numeral. 

ax1000 Cadmon's Gen. 1131 (Gr.) Wintra hafde fif and 
hund-teontiz. a@1225 Leg. Kath. 2530, 1 Nouembris mone 
e fif & twentude dai. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 3 Fyue and 
Peta schiren heo maden in Engelonde. 1535 CovERDALE 
Yosh. xiv. 2 This daie am I fyue and foure score yeare 
olde. 1579 Furxe Heskins’ Parl. 382 The fiue and twen- 
tieth Chapter proceedeth vpon the same text. 1610 SHAKs. 
Temp. ut. ii. 16, 1 swam ere I could recouer the shore, fiue 
and thirtie Leagues off and on. 1786 Burns Cry to Scotch 
Represent. xxiv, Now, ye chosen Five-and-Forty, May 
still your mither’s heart support ye. 

=F irra I and 2. 

cisgoR. Wever Lusty Fuventus in Hazl. Dodsley I. 
4 Read the Five to the Galatians. 1660 BLoomE Archit. 
g The five part of one such part. 

B. as so. 


1. The abstract number five. 

1398 Trevis Barth. De P. R. xix. cxviil. (1495) 922 
One done to foure makyth the seconde odde nombre, that 
is the nombre of fiue and hyghte Quinarius. 1876 Mason 
Eng. Gram. (ed. 21) § 62 note, We say ‘ twice five is ten’. 

2. A set of five things. a. Cards and Dominos. 


A card or domino marked with five pips. : 

1674 Cotton Gamester vi. 80 The Deuces, Treys, Fours, 
and Fives. 1870 Harpy & Warr Mod. Hoyle 81 Suppose 
your hand consists of a four, five, and six of spades. /did. 
95 The next player then plays § to the single five. 

b. Cricket. A hit for which five runs are scored. 
- 1889 All Year Round No. 13. 306 The loose balls we hit 
for fours and fives. 

8. pl. +a. =five cards; see C2. 
1674 Cotron Gamestey 150 All-fours is play’d in Kent, 
and Fives in Ireland. 

b. The five fingers; also, bunch of fives: the 
fist, the hand; fo wse (one’s) fives: to fight with 
(one’s) fists. 4 fives (slang): a street fight (Farmer). 

1825 C. M. Wesrmacorr Zng. Spy I. 290 With their 
bunch of fives. 1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, Smart chap that 
cabman—handled his fives well. 1863 ReaDE Hard Cash 
xxxiv, Now look at that bunch of fives. 

e. (See Fives 2.) 

4. +a. i. Five-penny nails. b. #2. Gloves, 
shoes, etc., of the fifth size. ¢. Short for jive-pound 


note. Q. pl. Short for five-per-cents. 

a. 1629 WS. Acc. St. Fohn's Hosp. Canterb,, For one 
hundred of fiues and one hundred of sixes, xjd. 

b. 16.. Description of Love (1629) I lowed a Lasse, Her 
wast exceeding small, The fiues did fit her shooe. J/od. 
What size gloves does she take? Fives. 

c. 1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, Want change for a_five. 
1860 F. W. Rosinson Grandmothers Money 11. iv. iii. 290 
T’'ll bet ten to one in fives upon it. 

d. 1848 THackrray Vax. Fair xx, Look .. what the 
French fives were when I bought for the account. 

C. Comb. 

1. a. Combined with sbs., forming adjs., as _five- 
act, -bar, -card, -day, -guinea, -minute, -pound, 
-storey, -wheel, -year-old. 

1882 L. Tennyson in Daily News 10 Oct. (1892) 2/2 The 
contrast of action that can be provided in a busy “five-act 
tragedy full of incident. 1709 STEELE 7atler No. 37 P2 
[She] moves as if she were on her Nag, and going to take 
a *Five-Bar Gate. 1823 Byron ¥van vu. lv, So was his 
blood. stirr’d .. As is the hunter’s at the five-bar gate, 
1870 Harpy & WarEe Mod. Hoyle 8x No hand in *five- 
card cribbage can be made to count so many. 1850 Mrs, 
Browninc Poems 1, 256 God’s *five-day work he would 
accept. 1706 Lond. Gaz. No. 4208/3 A Purse, with 3 *Five- 
Guinea Pieces. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch §& Clockm. 224 
*Five minute repeaters give after the hour the number of five 
minutes past it. 1691 Lond. Gaz. No. 2626/4; 1002. in Old 
Gold and *Five Pound Pieces. 1806 T. S. Surr Winter in 
Lond. II. 255, I have inclosed you a five pound bank note, 
1887 Roy. Proclam. in Standard 18 May 3/2 Every Five 
pound Piece should have .. our effigy. 1679 Exec. Bury 
6 Four *Five-shilling pieces they will afford for Fifteen 
shillings good Money. 1870 Ramsay Remzn. vi. (ed. 18) 
202 He dropped .. a five-shilling-piece. 1769 S?. Fames’ 
Chron. 10-11 Aug. 3/4 *Five-year-olds 9 st. 1892 Daily 
News 26 Feb. 5/7 Taylor saw Robinson pick up a five-year- 
old girl. 

b. In parasynthetic adjs. with suffix -ED2, as 
five-barred, -beaded, -cornered, -foiled, -lobed, 
-pointed, -rayed, -toed, -toothed. 

1733 Swirt Ox Poetry 15 A founder’d horse will oft 
delos Before he tries a *five-barr’d gate. 1820 CLARE 
Rural Life (ed. 3) 177 The five-barr'd gate with ease 
they leap. 1864 Tennyson Aylmer’s Field 186 The tender 
pink *five-beaded baby-soles. 1483 Cath. Angi. 132/2 *Fyve 
cornerd, pentagonum, 1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus 
iii, The circular branches of the Oak .. five-cornered in the 
1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. vi. 
vii. § 13 The *five-foiled star. 1823 Crass Techn. Dict., 
*Five-lobed, guinquelobatus. 1777 PENNANT Zool. IV. 54 
Asterias [Beaded] .. smooth above the aperture; below 


tender annual sprouts. 
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*five-pointed, 1802 Binctey Anim. Biog. (1813) III. 438 
The. .*five-rayed star-fish, 1854 OwEN in C77. Sc. (c¢ 1865) 
II. 82/1 The *five-toed or pentadactyle structure. 1877-84 
F. E. Hutme Wild FZ. p- vii, Calyx tubulate, *five-toothed: 

ec. In parasynthetic sbs. with suffix -ER 1! (chiefly 
collog.), denoting individuals of a certain rank or 
size, as five-boater, -master, -rater, 

1887 Pall Mall G. 25 July 2/1 The iron-sheathed five- 
masters the Agzzcourt and the Minotaur. 1889 Century 
Dict., Five-boater, a whaling-vessel carrying five boats ; 
a large whaler. 1892 Dazly News 24 May 2/6 The new 
seeport five-rater, , 

. Comb. in advbl. sense (=in five parts) with 
pa. pples., imitating scientific L. words with 
quingue- or guingut-, 

1823 Crass 7echn. Dict., Five-cleft, guinguefidus, 
Five-parted, guinquepartitus. 

2. Special comb., as five-acre, a piece of land 
consisting of five acres ; + five-cards (see quot.) ; 
five-corner(s (Austral.), the fruit of Styphelia 
trifora, or the plant itself; +five-double a., (a) 
five-fold; (0) consisting of five twice over; also 
adv.; five-finger exercise, a piece of music 
written for the purpose of affording practice in the 
movement of the fingers in pianoforte playing; 
five-finger-tied @. (wonce-wd.), ? tied with all the 
fingers of the hand; + five-foot = FIVE-FINGER 2; 
five-lined a@., consisting of or marked with five 
lines, esf. of a parliamentary ‘whip’ with five 
underlinings to denote urgency; five-maled a., 
nonce-wd. having five male organs or stamens, 
pentandrous; Five-mile Act, an act passed in 
1665 forbidding Non-conformist teachers who re- 
fused to take the non-resistance oath, to come 
within five miles of any town, etc.; five-per- 
cents., stock or shares paying five per cent. interest 
on their nominal value; + five-piece, a five-pound 
piece; five-score, rarely used for ‘a hundred’ 
(Shaks.); five-stroke (z/iards), a stroke by 
which five points are scored; five-yearly a., cele- 
brated every five years, quinquennial. Also, five- 
o’clock (see A. 2 b), used attrib. in five-o’clock 
tea (colloq. shortened a five-o’clock). 

1863 Tennyson Grandfather xx, Harry is in the *five- 
acre. 1674 Cotton Gamester 123 *Five Cards is an Irish 
game..'There are but two can play at it, and there are dealt 

ve cards apiece. 1888 BoLtpREwoop Robbery under Arms 
xxxili, You won’t turn a *five-corner into a quince. ,dig and 
water as you like. 1552 Hutoet, *Ffyue double, guincuplex. 
rggt SyLvEsTER Du Bartas i. ii. 1103 O fair, five-double 
Round. 1594 2d Report Dr. Faustus xxviii in Thoms 
Prose Rom. (1828) III, 103 Every archer being five double 
furnished. “1606 SHaks. 7%. & Cv.v.ii. 157 And with another 
knot *fiue finger-tied, The fractions of her faith..are bound 
to Diomed. 1706 Puriuirs (ed. Kersey), *Five-foot [printed 
foor] or Star-fish. 1659 Torriano, Sted/ione, the star-fish, or 
*five-foot-fish. 1787 Sir J. Hawkins ¥ohnsox 418 Roubi- 
liac called for paper, and scored thereon a few *five-lined 
staves. 1 L’ pool Mercury 18 Feb. 5/6 The following 
five-lined whip .. has been issued to members. @ 1794 Sir 
W. Jones Tales (1807) 171 This *five-mal’d single-femal’d 
flow’r. 1672 Marvett Reh. Transp. 1. Wks. (Grosart) III. 
224, I thought he deserved to be within the ‘*five-mile Act’, 
and not to come within that distance of any corporation. 
1689 Afol. Failures Walker's Accus. 24 Five-mile-Acts. 
1872 Lp. Suartessury in Hodder Zz (1886) III. 307 *Five 
o’clock tea, that pernicious, unprincipled and stomach-ruining 
habit. 1882 Worc. Exhib. Catal. iii. 4 Five o'clock tea sets in 
fine porcelain. 1886 Punch 16 Jan. 36/2 Ladies invite their 
friends to ‘a five-o’clock’. 1667 Pepys Diary 21 Sept., This 
day also came out first the new *five-pieces in gold, coined 
by the Guiny Company. 1848 THackeray Van. Fair xxii, 
‘How well he made that *five stroke, eh?’ 1618 Botton 
Florus u. vii. (2636) 114 This proclamation was made .. at 
the Quinquennal, or *five-yeerely playes. 

+ Five, v. Ods. [f. prec.] a. In the game of 
Five-cards: Zo jive zt (see quot.). b. ¢vans. 
(nonce-use.) To count by fives. 

1674 Cotton Gamester xiii. 123 Before you play, ask 
whether he will five it, if he speaks affirmatively turn up 
the next Card of the Pack under that first turn’d up, and 
that must be trumps; if not play it out. 1769 R. Woop 
Ess. Homer, Lang. §& Learning, When therefore I say that 
he fived them I take the liberty of coining a word. .cor- 
responding recisely with the old Greek term [meurdooerar]. 

Fi-ve-finger. [OE. fifingre wk.fem. (sense 
1), f. féf Five + Fincer.] 

1. A name for various plants. a. The cinque- 
foil (Potentilla reptans and other species). b, The 
oxlip (Primula elatior). ec. Lotus corniculatus. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. III. 123 Ac ceowe hwytes cuduwys 
sed & fiffingran zlce deg er he etan. @1825 Forsy Voc. 
E. Anglia 114 Five-fingers, oxlips, primula elatior. 1845 
S. Jupp Margaret 1. (1851) II. 295 ‘The leaves of the five- 
finger draw together to shelter the flower when it rains, 
1866 Tyeas. Bot., Five-fingers, potentilla reptans and 
canadensis, / 

2. A popular name for a species of star-fish. 

1678 Puitups, Pive-finger, a Fish resembling a Spur- 
rowel, which gets into Oysters, when they open and sucks 
them out, 1850 Hawruorne Scarlet L, xv. (1883) 213 
She. .made prize of several five-fingers, 

+3. Card-playing. The five of trumps. Also 


five-jfingers. Obs.. 

1611 Cuarman May-Day v. ii. Wks, 1873 II. 400, I. .lost it 
[the set] hauing the varlet and the fiue finger to make two 
tricks. .1674 Corton Gamester xiii. 123 The five fingers 
(alias, five of trumps) is the best Card in the pack. 


Lbid. 
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4. Comb. five-finger-grass =I a. 

. 1640 Parxinson Theat. Bot. 398 In English Cinkefoile.. 
and five finger grasse, or five leafed grasse. 1879 Prior 
Plant-n., Five-finger-grass or Five-leaf, a plant so called 
from its five leaflets, potentilla reptans. 

Hence Five-fingering v0/. sb. (see quot.). 

1889 A. T. Pask Eyes Thames 58 They go out ‘ five- 
fingering’, 7. e. catching star-fish for manure. 

Fi-ve-fi:ngered, a. [f. Five + Fincrr + -Ep?.] 
Having five divisions more or less resembling the 
fingers of the hand. /ive-fingered grass = FIVE- 
FINGER 1a. /ive-fingered root (see quot. 1746). 

1562 TurnER Herbal u. 110 b, Cinkfoly or fyuefyngred 
grasse, 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. lvi. 83 Cinquefoyle is called 
--in English. .of some. .Fiuefingred-grasse. 1746 HowELL 
in Phil, Trans. XLIV. 228, I found it to be the Oenxanthe 
aquatica cicutz facie of Lobel which..is called by the 
inhabitants [of Pembrokeshire] five-finger’d Root. 

Fivefold (foi-vfould), a. and adv. Forms: 1-3 
fiffeald, (fifeald), 2-3 fiffald, -fold, 6 fivefolde, 
-fould, 7- fivefold. [OE. /ifeald, f. féf Fivz + 
-feald -rouD.] A. adj. 

1. Consisting of five together, comprising five 
things or kinds. 

c1o0o /MiFRic Gram. (Z.) 284 Quinarius, fiffeald. c1175 
Lanth. Hom. 75 Heore fif-falde mihte hom wes al binumen. 
c1z00 Ormin 7836 Himm birrp off all hiss sinne beon 
Purrh fiffald pine clensedd. 1601 SHaxs. 7wel. N. 1.v. 312 
‘Thy tongue, thy face, thy limbes, actions, and spirit, Do 
giue thee fiue-fold blazon. 1624 QuarLes ob (1717) 183 
He hath torn me with the five-fold knot Of his sharp 
scourge. 1860 Pusry Mix. Proph. 398 He pronounces a 
five-fold woe on the five great sins of the Chaldzans. 

2. Five times as great or numerous ; quintuple. 

1557 Recorvbe Whetst, Bij, Quintupla. 5 tor: 1oto2.. 
Fiuefolde. 1612-15 Br. Hatt Contempl. O. T. m1. v, All 
the brethren are intertained bountifully, but Benjamin hath 
a fiue-fold portion, 1830 BenrHam in Westm. Rev. XIII. 
431 As the quantity of business-time is five-fold, so is the 
quantity of delay-time five-fold. 

B. adv. In five-fold proportion. 

1571 Dicces Pantom. 1v. xxv. Hh, The diameter of this 
body is fiuefolde in power greater than the side of his 
inscribed Cube. 1885 Janch, Exam, 20 July 6/1 London 
itself has increased fivefold since the century began. 

Hence Fi-vefold v. rare. trans. To quintuple. 

1858 BusHNELL Seva. New Life 165 The capacity of 
religion may be five-folded. 

Fi-ve-leaf. Forms: 1 fifiéafe, 3 fiflef, 4 
fivelef, 5 filife, 6 fyvelefe, 7 fiveleafe. [OE. 
Sifiéafe wk. fem., f. fif Five+ léaf Luar.] The 
plant cinquefoil (Potentzlla reptans). 

c1ooo Sax. Leechd. 11. 72 Pa wyrt be hatte fifleafe. 
¢1265 Gloss. Names Plants in Rel, Ant. 1. 36/2 Quingue- 
Solium. .fiflef. c 1425 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 645 Pentifolium, 
filife. 1562 Turner Herbal u. 110b, Quinquefolium is 
named in..English..herbe fyuelefe. 1579 LANGHAM Gard. 
Health, Fiueleafe. The root boyled in water..helpeth the 
raging ach of the teeth. 1884 Syd, Soc. Lex., Five-leaf, 
the potentilla reptans, from its five leaflets. 

Fi-ve-leaved, @. [f. Five + Lear + -zp 2] 
Having five leaves. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 155 The five-leaved 
flowers of Henbane. 1698 J. Petiver in Phil. Trans, XX. 
316 Five leaved Mock-Mustard. 1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 
4068/4 Two five Leav’d Lacker’d Screens. 

b. Five-leaved grass = FIVE-LEAF. 

1526 Grete Herbal cccxlvii, Peenthafilon is an herbe 
called fyue leued. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. lvi. 83 Cinque- 
foyle is called..of some FyueleauedGrasse, 1614 MARKHAM 
Cheap Husb. 1. (2668) Table Words, Quinque-folio .. is that 
Herb which is called Five-leaved Grass, 1884 Syd. Soc. 
Lex, Hive-leaved grass, or Potentilla reptans. 

Fiveling (foi-vlin). [fas prec. +-LING, dim. 
suffix.] ‘A twin crystal consisting of five indi- 
viduals’ (Cent. Dict.). 

Fivepence (foi'v,péns). Also co/log. FIPPENCR, 
[f. Five + PEnce.] a. A sum of money, equal in 
value to five pennies. Phrase. As fine as fivepence: 
see Finr a. 16. b. U.S. The value of 5 cents or 
23a. (Cent. Dict). 

Fivepenny (fi'vponi), a. [f. Five a.+Prnny.] 
Valued at or amounting to fivepence. 4 jive- 
penny rate, tax: one at fivepence in the pound. 

Fiver (fiver). collog. [f. Five + -ER1.] 

1. A five-pound note. In U.S. a five-dollar note. 

1853 Wuyte Metvitte Digby Grand i, Spooner .. loses 
a five-pound note, or, as he calls it, a fiver. 1894 DoyLte 
S. Holmes 62 Vl lay you a fiver..that.. you will never 
. hear from him again. 


2. Anything that counts as five (as a hit for 


| five at cricket). 


3. Thieves’ slang. A fifth (term of imprisonment). 

1872 Daily News 27 Apr. 3/4 They announced that they 
were in for a ‘fiver’ or a ‘sixer’, according to the number 
of their visits to a particular gaol. 

+ Fives. Obs. =Avivzs. 

1596 Suaks. Tam. Shr. m1. ii. 54 His horse. .past cure of the 
Fiues. 1639 T. De Gray Compl. Horsem. 79 This terme 
Avives we have also gotten from the French. .secundum 
ee it is called the Fives or Vives. - 

‘ives 2 (foivz). [pl. of Five sd., used as stng. 

The reason for the name is obscure. The conjecture that 
the game may originally have been played by five persons on 
each side appears to be unsupported by evidence; the 16th. 
c. game of Borp anp Corp (see quot. Ss. v.) is stated to have 
been on one occasion played ‘ ave against five’; but the 
two games had apparently nothing in common except that 
they were games of ball played with the hands. The slang 


FIX. 


use of jéves for the hand (see Five B 3b) has not been 
found until long after the appearance of the name 
of the game; otherwise it would afford a_ plausible ex- 
planation: cf. Fr. ze de paume, which originally denoted 
hand-tennis, though afterwards transferred to the later 
tennis played with rackets. The statement common in 
Dicts., that the name was given ‘ because three fives, or 
fifteen, are counted to the game’, is unsatisfactory: the 
number of ‘ points’ in the Eton game is 15, but they are 
not divided into groups of five, and in other varieties there 
are 11, 20, or 25 points.] 

1. A game in which a ball is struck by the hand 
against the front wall of a three-sided court. A 
variety of the game, in which a wooden bat is used, 
is called dat-fives. 

1636 Div. Trag. lately acted 8 He had a purpose..to goe 
on the Lords day..to play at a sport, called fiues. 1726 
Amuerst Terre Fil. xxxiv. (1741) 179 The old ball-court, 
where I have had many a game at fives, 1801 Srrutr 
Sports & Past u. iii. 88 Hand-tennis..is now called fives. 
1862 H. Kincstey Ravenshoe xxxv, The little man was 
playing at fives against the bare wall. 

2. attrib, and Comb., as fives-ball, -bat, -player ; 
fives-court, a prepared court where the game of 
fives is played ; also cod/ect. for the pérsons who 


frequerit a fives-court. 

1825 in Hone Every Day Bk. 1. 863 I made the first 
*fives-ball. 1857 Hucues Yom Brown 1. ix. (1871) 184 
A favourite old *fives’-bat. 1822 Hazutr Zadde-t. I. ix. 
205 Cavanagh was the admiration of all the *fives-courts. 
1819 Sporting Mag. III. 210 Cavanagh, the famous hand 
*fives-player. ; , 

Fivesome (fai'vs?m), a. and quasi-sd. Sc. Also 
4 fiff-sum. [f. Five + -somz.] Five in all, five 
together. 

1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 149 Fiff-sum in the furd he slew. 
?16.. Ballad, Kinmont Willie1x1 They guarded him five- 
some on each side. 

+ Fi've-square, @. and sd. Obs. [f. Five 
after the logically correct four-sguare; cf. three- 
square.] 

A. adj. Having five (equal) sides ; equilaterally 
pentagonal. 

1552 Hutoet, Ffiue square, guinguangulus. 1560 BIBLE 
(Genev.) 1 Kings vi. 31 The vpper poste & side postes 
were fiue square. 1657 W. CoLres Adame in Eden \xiii, 
The seed-vessel, when it is ripe is formed five square. 

B. sb.. A (regular) pentagon. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay xv. 241 A fiuesquare conteineth 
both a Fowersquare, and a Triangle. 

Hence Fi've-squared ///, a. = FIVE-SQUARE A. 

1535 CovERDALE 1 Kizgs vi. 31 He made two dores .. 
with fyue squared postes. 1562 TurNER Herbal u.7 The 
twygges [of Broome] are roughe and fiuesquared, : 

Fi:ve-twenty. U.S. Used attrib. in Five- 
twenty bonds (or shortly /ive-twenties), certain 
bonds issued by the U.S. government in 1862, 
1864, and 1865; so called from being redeemable 
at any time after five years from date of issue and 
payable in full at the end of ¢wenty years. 

1886 in WepsTER Sufi, 

Fivety, obs. form of Firty. 

Fix (fiks), sd. See also Fixus. [f. the vb.; the 
senses have no mutual connexion. ] 

1. (orig. U.S.) A position from which it is diffi- 
cult toescape a ‘tight place’; a difficulty, dilemma, 
predicament. 

1839 Marryat Diary Amer. Ser.1. Il. 166 The Ameri- 
cans are never at a loss when they are ina fix. 1842 Bar- 
HAM Jngol. Leg., St. Medard, A Stranger there, Who 
seem’d to have got himself into a fix. 1854 E. Forses 
Let. in Wilson and Geikie Zz/e xiv. 532 The Scottish au- 
thorities have run me intoa fix. 1873 Brack Px. Thule 
vii. tor And is this the fix you wish me to help you out of? 

2. The material used for lining a puddling-fur- 
nace; fettling. 

1871 Trans. Amer. Inst. Mining Eng. 1. 327 In puddling 
30 per cent. less ‘ fix’ was required. 188x Raymonp Mining 
Gloss. 35 Fettle or line with a fix or fettling, consisting of 
ore scrap and cinder. 

+ Fix, a. (and adzv.). Obs. [ad. L. fix-us, pa. 
pple. of fzgére to fix, fasten ; the immediate source 
may have been OF. fix (13th. in Hatzf.). Cf. mod. 
F. five (16th c. in Littré), Sp. /o (earlier fixo), Pg. 

Jixo, It. fisso.] 

A. adj. =FIXeED in various senses: a. As ap- 
plied to the stars. 1b. Firmly placed or settled ; 
not easily moved; not liable to fluctuation or 
change. ec. Of a substance: Not volatile. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 1. 298 His fixe and depe impres- 
sion. ¢1391 — Astrol. 11. § 3 heading, The sterres fixe. 
¢1430 Lypc. Min. Poems 235 With eye fyx looke on his 
visage. c1449 Pecock Refr. 393 Curatis .. schulden haue 
a stable fix endewing of lyflode. c1532 Dewes /utrod. fr, 
in Palsgr. 1054 All the starres fixe. 1660 tr. Paracelsus 
Archidoxes 1, x. 142 Take then the fix Element that re- 
mained after the separation of the Three Imperfect Elements. 
1673 Phil. Trans, VIII, 5188 Those Salts being rendered 
so fix, that by a gentle fire they are not so much as at 
all moved. : ; 

B. adv. Fixedly, steadily. 

x6or T. Wricut Passions (1621) 305 Why cannot many 
abide that you looke fixe in their eies. 

Fix (fiks), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. fixed (fikst). 
[Ultimately f. L. fix-us (see FIX a.), pa. pple. of 

JSivére to fix, fasten, The proximate origin is un- 
certain; it may have been an Eng. formation on 
34-2 
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Fix a., or ad. med.L. fixdre or F. fixer (if the 
latter existed in 15th c.; Hatzf. quotes Montaigne 
c1590 for the earliest known use). Cf. Sp. fyar 
(earlier fixar), Pg. fixar, It. fissare. 

The earliest recorded use is ‘to fix (one’s eyes) upon an 
object’; this is the oldest and still the most prominent 
application of the corresponding verb in Italian, and it 
appears in Du Cange’s only example of med.L. /7rare. 
The use in alchemy is nearly as oldin Eng.; it is found in 
the Romanic langs. and in the med.Lat. writers on alchemy 
(e.g. R. Lulli £f. ad Robertum). While in Romanic the 
verb has only the senses derived from L. /ixus, it was in 
Eng. taken as the representative of L. /igére, superseding 
the earlier Ficcne, and (in some applications) Fasr and 
Fasten ws.] 

I. To make firm or stable. 

1. trans. To fasten, make firm or stable in posi- 
tion; to place, attach, or insert and secure against 
displacement. Const. 27, om, Zo, etc. 

To fix bayonets (Mil.): to attach them to the mouth of 
the musket or rifle. 

14.. Songs & Carols 15th C. (Percy Soc.) vi. 6, I thou3t in 
mynd I schuld ay fynd The wehle of fortunat fyxyd fast. 
1489 Barbour's Bruce (Edin. MS.) x. 402 Thair ledderis 
..maid ane clap, quhen the cruchet Wes fixit [o/der text 
festnyt] fast in the kyrnell. 1548 Hatt Chron. 160 His 
head to be fixed on a poole. 1634 Sir T. Herpert 
Trav. 213 The Bats .. hang .. (by clawes fixed to their 
wings.) 1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 39 The Forts 

. could not .. hinder them from fixing their cluches in the 
flat country. 1665 Hooke JZicrogr. Pref. Fij, Fixing both 
the Glass and Object to the Pedestal. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy. u. (1711) 5 We fixed our Ship with Ice-hooks to a large 
Ice-field. 1772 Frankxiin £xfer. Wks. 1887 IV. 509 In 
Philadelphia I had such a rod fixed to the top of my 
chimney. 1842 TENNyson Gardener's Dau. 126 Holding 
the bush, to fix it back, she stood, 1860 ‘T'yNDALL G/ac. 1. 
xxvii. 210 The last stake being fixed, the faces of the men 
were turned homeward. 1892 Law Times Rep. LXV. 582/1 
The posts of the gantry stand on planks, and are fixed 
thereto by iron dogs and dowels. 

th. To fix the foot or footing: to obtain or take 
a sure foothold. Z¢. and fig. Obs. (Cf. FASTEN v. I, 
and Lat. fjigere gradum.) 

1583 StanyHurst Aemezs 11. (Arb.) 89 He stutted, apaled ; 
And fixt his footing. 1607 SHaxs. Cor. 1. viii. 4 Fix thy 
foot. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. u. 98 ‘The more 
weary [the Oxe] is, the more strong doth he fixe his foot- 
ings. 1654 tr. Martini’s Cong. China 52 The Tartars could 
never fix a foot in China. 1681 Drypen Sf. Friar. i, Vil 
plant my colours down In the mid-breach, and by them 
fix my foot. 

+@. To affix (a seal), attach (a codicil) Zo. Ods. 

1568 Grarton Chyon, II. 173 All the Nobilitie of Scotland 
..entered into bond..whereunto were fixed their severall 
seales. Jbzd. 434 To be fixed as a Scedule to his last will 
and testament, 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 24/2, 1 have 
seen him..wet two,.papers, and fix his seal to them. 

d. In immaterial sense: To attach firmly; to 
implant securely (principles, etc.). 

@1533 Lv. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. xxxviii. (1539) 
go As sone as the goddes haue gyuen theim a doughter, 
forthwith they ought to fyxe in theyr hartes a newe remem- 
braunce. 1672 J. Lacy Dusmb Lady To Radr., You are fixed 
to the freehold never to be parted. 1712 BupGELy Specs. 
No. 319 P 4, I resolved .. to fix his Face in my Memory. 
1789 W. Bucnan Dom. Med. (1790) 25 Early application 
..often fixes in the mind an aversion to books. 1855 Barn 
Senses § Int. ut. i. § 5 While the mind is elsewhere, there 
is no progress in fixing them [lessons]. 

e. To ‘fasten’ (an imputation, responsibility, 
etc.) 07 a person. 

1665 Sir T. Herperr 7vav. (1677) Ded. A iij b, The worst 
Reproach, Malice .. can fix upon your Name. 1694 Acc. 
Sweden 90 The Odium. .was easily fix’d upon the Ministers. 
1744 BERKELEY Sv77s § 353 It will not seem just to fix the 
imputation of Atheism upon those philosophers. 1809 
Scorr Fam. Lett. 10 Sept. (1894) I, 148 Ellis fixes on me an 
article about Miss Edgeworth’s Tales. 

f. intr. for vefl. To become firmly attached or 


implanted; to adhere fo. “dt. and fig. ? Obs. 

1682 D’Urrey Butler's Ghost 159 For, salve the matter 
how you will, I fix to my Narration still. 1715 DesaGULIERS 
Fires Inipr. 43 They pass over them, without fixing to 
them. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) VII. 299 Pre- 
judices in disfavour of a person at his first appearance, 
fix deeper. .than prejudices in favour. 

2. To secure from change, vacillation or wander- 
ing; to give stability or constancy to (the mind, 
thoughts, affections, purposes). 

1604 Suaks. O/%. v. i. 5 Thinke on that .. fixe most firme 
thy Resolution. 1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. xi. § 3 Images 
are said by the Roman church to fix the cogitations ..of 
them that pray before them. 1642 Futter Holy & Prof. S. 
ul. xxi, 212 A constant impression of Gods omnipresence is 
an excellent way to fix mens souls. 1793 Odject. to War 
Examined & Refuted 37 What other system is likely to fix 
your fluctuating opinions? 1851 Dixon W7, Penn xvii. (1872) 
143 At length his mind began to fix itself. 1875 McLaren 
Sevm. Ser. 1. vii. 120 Thy tremulous and vagrant soul shall 
be braced and fixed. 

b. To make (a person) constant in attachment. 
Const. 20, 2. ? Obs. 

1710 Pripeaux Orig. Tithes Reasons for Bill 7 They are 
seldom well fixed to Virtue and sober Behaviour. 1738 
Jounson London 145 How .. Can surly virtue hope to fix 
a friend? 1747 in Col. Rec. Pennsylv. V. 153 To improve 
this favourable opportunity for fixing these Indians in the 
English Interest. 1749 Fietpinc Tom Yones xvut. xii, Can 
the man who is in possession of these be inconstant? Im- 
possible !..they would fix a Dorimant. 1796 JANE AUSTEN 
Pride & Prej. vi, If a woman conceals her affection. .from 
Me object of it, she may lose the opportunity of fixing 

im, 
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ce. To settle immovably the purpose or convic- 
tion of (a person). Const. ¢o with inf.; also on, 
Sor, against, Now only in passive. 

1671 Mitton Sawzsoz 1481, I am fixed not to part hence 
without him. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. iv. 126 They 
challenge, and encounter Breast to Breast; So fix’d on 
Fame. 1700 — Fadles, Ceyx & Alcyone 48 If fate has fix’d 
thee obstinate to sail. x1zor W. Wotton Hist. Rome iii. 50 
Marcus was fixt upon taking him, 1766 FranKkuin Lez. 
Wks. 1887 III. 456 The ministry are fixed for us. 1856 
Darwinin Life § Lett, (1887) 11. 68, I am fixed against any 
periodical. 

+d. With complement: To render unchangeably 
(so and so). Obs, 

1726 W. R. Cuetwoop Adv. Boyle & Castelman 59 This 
Interview had fix’d my Heart intirely hers. 1744S. F1zELDING 
David Simple (ed. 2) 1. 44 The Girl was commanded. .to re- 
ceive him in such a manner, as to fix him hers. 1777 Hist. 
Eliza Warwick 1. 238 That important one [se. et which 
fixed me wretched for ever. 

3. To direct steadily and unwaveringly, fasten, 
set (one’s eyes, attention, affections, etc.) 07, upon, 
+ ¢o (an object). 

¢1430 Lypc. Min. Poems 35 Hyr eyen she fixethe on 
him. 3509 Hawes Past. Pleas. xxx. xix, Specially I 
gyve to you a charge To fyxe your love, for to be true 
and stable Upon your lady. 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. VI 1. 
ii. 5 Why are thine eyes fixt to the sullen earth? 1665 
Sir T, Hersert 7vav. (1677) 44 Could but these Idolaters 
fix their mind upon Heaven. 1709 BerxeLey Th. Vision 
§ 83 The more we fix our sight on any one object. 1792 
G, Wasuincton Lett. Writ. 1891 XII. 197 The enemy’s 
attention would be less fixed to it. 1802 Mar. EpGeworTH 
Moral T, (1816) J. viii. 60 The hand, upon which every eye 
was fixed, 1866 J. Martineau £ss. I. 173 We fix attention 
on a single fundamental problem. 

b. absol. To concentrate one’s attention or mind 
on. Also intr. for refl. (said of the eyes, atten- 
tion, etc.). 

1663 GERBIER Counsel E vija, You..could not suffer your 
Eyes to fix on slight objects. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. u1. 
vi. § 28 In most other bodies, not propagated by Seed, "tis 
the Colour we most fix on, and are most led by, 1760 
Jounson /dler No. 97 ?7 He will find nothing [in these 
books] on which attention can fix, 

ec. Of an object of vision or thought: To ‘ rivet’, 
attract and hold fast (the eye, the attention, etc.). 

1752 Hist. ¥ack Connor I. 231 The Major gave a loud 
Hem, and having fix’d Sangfroid’s Eyes, call’d out, [etc.] 
1781 J. Moore View Soc, /t. (1790) I. xl. 437 Your admi- 
ration is fixed by the animated equestrian statue. 1792 
C. Smiru Desmond I. 53 There is not in the world another 
[subject] that really fixes my attention an instant. 1823 
Byron Jsland 1. vil, A shrine would fix The eye upon its 
seeming crucifix. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. II. xlvi. 206 
That which chiefly fixes his attention is the influence of 
a State Victory on an approaching national contest. 

d. To make (the eyes, features, etc.) motionless 
or rigid (as in death). Also zztr. for refi. 

182r SHELLEY Prometh. Unb. 1. 600 Fix those tortured 
orbs in peace and death. 1842 Punch II. 20 Ere death her 
charms should fix. 1877 W. G. Witts Love that Kills xxi. 
Her heart stops, and her eyes fix. 

e. To make (a person) motionless with astonish- 
ment or other feeling, to hold spellbound. 

1664 J. Witson A. Commnenius 1. i, She fixt me, Ducas. 
1795 ate of Sedley II. 76 Paulinus was fixed in astonish- 
ment. 1802 Helen of Glenvoss 1V. 18 At the first view of 
her I was fixed in admiration. 

4. a. trans. To deprive of volatility or fluidity. 

Orig. in Alchemy, to fasten a volatile spirit or essence by 
combination with a tangible solid or fluid; also, to render 
(mercury) solid by combination with some other sub- 
stance. 

1460-70 Bk Quintessence 15 Also it is needeful pat he vse 
ofte good wiyn at his mete and at be soper, in pe which be 
fixid pe 5 essence of gold as I tau3te 30u to. 1471 RipLey 
Comp. Alch, Ep. in Ashm. és 115 Dyssolve, Dystill, 
Sublyme.. and Fyxe, With Aquavite. 1698 Fryer Acc. 
£. Ind. & P. 53 The Earth .. penetrating the rarified 
Cuticle, fixes the Humours by intercepting their free con- 
course, 1700 Astry tr. Saavedra-Faxardo I. 42 He will 
have a fancy to fix Mercury. 1702 C. MaTHEer Magn. Chr. 
Il. Vii. (1852) 145 The animal spirits are .. fixed with acid, 
bilious, venemous ferments in the blood. 1727 FieLpinc 
Love in Sev. Masgues v. x, Women, like quicksilver, are 
never fixed till they are dead. 1805 CHENEVIx in PAzZ, 
Trans. XCV. 111 Mercury can be fixed..by platina. 1885, 
Hervey tr. Behrens’ Microsc, in Bot. iii. § 4. 178 The cell 
wall .. becomes rigid, and the protoplasm with slight con- 
traction is ‘fixed’. 

b. zutr. for ref. To lose volatility or fluidity ; 
to become firm, rigid, or solidified ; to congeal, set. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 847 The Quicke-Siluer will fix, and 
runne no more. 1715-20 Porr /diad vy. 1114 When the fig’s 
press'd juice, infused in cream, To curds coagulates the 
liquid stream, Sudden the fluids fix. 1777 Robertson Hist. 
Amer. (1778) I. 1v. 328 The blood fixes and congeals in 
a moment. 

5. trans. To make (a colour, a drawing, photo- 
graphic image, etc.) fast or permanent. 

1665 Hooke AZicrogr. 79 Colours..capable of being..fixt 
with several kinds of Saline menstruums. 1750 FRANKLIN 
Let. Wks. 1887 II. 170 This color, given by the flash from 
two jars only, will wipe off, but four jars fix it. 1845 
Atheneum 22 Feb. 203 The first who succeeded in fixing 
the images taken by the camera. 1859 Gutiicx & Tiss 
Paint. 316 There is no satisfactory method of ‘ fixing’ pastel 
paintings. 1875 tr. Vogel's Chem. Light i. 6 No means were 
then known to make the pictures durable .. or as we now 
say, to fix them, 

+b. To set down in writing (F. fixer par écrit). 

1630 Cart. Smitu Tvav. Ded. Wks. (1884) 808 Sir Robert 
Cotton. .requested me to fix the whole course of my passages 
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in a booke. 1656 North's Plutarch, Add. Lives 76 The 
Laws..(on Paper fixt).. pass the Seas. 
ce. To give permanent form to (evanescent 

images). 

21834 Lams Acting of Munden O for the power of the 
pencil to have fixed them when I awoke ! a: 

6. a. To force into or overtake in a position from 
which escape is difficult; to ‘corner’, ‘nail’, Zz, 


and jig. 

1736 Lepiarp Life Marlborough 406 It was his opinion... 
that they should fix the Rebels at Preston. 1741 Ricuarp- 
son Pamela (1742) III. 371 As I entered one Room he went 
into another. .At last I fixed him speaking to Rachel. s 

b. To hold (a person) engaged or occupied, so 


as to prevent his leaving the spot. 

1668 ETrHEREDGE She Would if She Could 1. ii, When 
Mr. Courtal has fixed ’em with a beer-glass or two, he 
intends to steal away. 1764 Foote Patron 1. Wks. 1799 
I. 334 Fix the old fellow so that she may not be miss’d. 

ec. To fix (a person) with one's eyes: to direct 
upon him a steady gaze from which he cannot 


escape. 

Chr. Jixer avec Ceil, condemned by Littré as incorrect. 

1792 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 27 June, Mrs. Wells .. fixed 
her eyes on Mrs, Crewe..Mrs. Crewe fixed her in return.. 
with a firm, composed. .look. 1879 F. W. Rozinson Coward 
Consc. ui. xix, Ursula .. ‘fixed’ Mrs. Coombes with a 
steady, searching stare. 1894 Mrs. H. Warp Marcella I. 
142 Marcella fixed him with her bright frank eyes, * 

d. Of the eyes: To arrest (an object of vision) 

with the gaze, i.e. to have a steady vision of it. 

x79t Map. D’Arsiay Diary 4 Jun. (1842) V. 211 His eyes 
..could not fix any object steadily. 

+7. To transhx. [After L. figere.] Obs. rare—}. 

1638 G. Sanpys 30d xx. in Divine P.27 While from the 
raging sword he vainely flyes, A Bow of Steele shall fixe 
his trembling thighes. 

To place definitely. 

8. To place in a definite and more or less per- 

manent position ; to set, station. Zo fix up: to 


set up. 

1568 Grarton Chron. II. 18 The Citizens .. fixed on his 
grave stone this Epitaph. 1633 Marmion ine Companion 
1. ii, Were I a goddess .. I would .. fix you up A monu- 
ment for your hypocrisy. 1634 Sir T. Herserr Jvrav. 8 
The Pole-star..is .. fixt in the tip of the little Beares taile. 
1653 Watton Angler i. 7 Hee shall finde it fix’d before the 
Dialogues of Lucian. 1674 Dryden's Mall Ded. Wks. 1884 
VIII. 508 The Glory I take in seeing your Name fixt in the 
Frontispiece. 1766 Gotpsm. Vc. W. xvi, It [a picture] was 
so very large that we had no place in the house to fix it. 
1768 STERNE Sent. Fourn. (1778) 11. 199 The beds .. were 
fixed up .. near the fire. 1796 T. Twininc 7vav. Amer. 
(1894) 3 The dining-table was fixed in the middle of the 
room. 

b. To place, install (a person, oneself) in a 
position, with preparations for a stay; in early 
military use, + to set (oneself) in a posture of de- 
fence. Zo fix (a person) up (collog.): to ‘put 
(him) up’, provide with quarters. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. 5 We .. fixt ourselves against our 
Enemies, if we should be attack’d. 1825 Scorr Fas. Lett. 
(1894) II. 349 After he has had his umbrella and _port- 
manteau accommodated, and himself comfortably fixed [in 
a coach]. 1867 TrotLore Chron. Barset I. xxxvi. 316 She 
fixed herself at her desk to write her letter. 1889 Mrs, C. 
Prarep Rom. of Station 161 He’d..fix up Mr. Sabine com- 
fortably for the night. } \ 

ce. To establish (a person) ina place of residence, 
a position or office; to take up (one’s quarters, 
abode) ; to locate, settle (an industry, etc.) in a 
certain place. In assive, to be (comfortably or 
otherwise) ‘ placed’ or circumstanced. 

1638 Sir H. Worton in Four C, Eng. Lett. 54 In any 
part where I shall understand you fixed. 1659 B. Harris 
Parival’s Iron Age (ed. 2) 1. xv. 27 John Calvin. .fixed his 
Chayre at Geneva. 1665 Sir T. Hersert Trav. (1677) 353 
Noah .. fixed his Quarters somewhere in Mergiana. 1677 
Yarranton Lng. Jprov. 134 Here this Trade of making 
Mum may be fixt with very great advantage. 1694 DryDEN 
Love Triumphant Ep. Ded., Our decay’d Gentry .. look 
about them for some illustrious Family, and there endea- 
vour to fix their young Darling. 1702 C. Matner Magn. 
Chr, tv. (1853) II. 10 Conforming to the ceremonies of the 
church of England, he was fixed at Biddiford. 175 Hist. 
Young Lady of Distinction 11. 214 He is fixing himself, as 
if he was to live here for ever. 1759 RosErtson //ist. Scot. 
I. 11. 145 They determined to fix their residence at Edin- 
burgh. 1803 Sournry in Robberds Mem. W. Taylor I, 
475 Weare fixed here for some time. 1844 Frud. R. Agric. 
Soc. V. 1, 282, I am happy to see them all comfortably fixed. 
1861 M. Pattison Ess. (1889) I. 39 The Hanse. .fixed their 
factories in Lisbon, Bergen, and Novogorod. va 

9. intr. for veft. To settle, take up a position ; 
esp. to settle permanently, take up one’s abode. 

1638 Sir T, Hernert Trav. 102 Bidding farewell to the 
world .. [he] fixes at Zirmol. 1710 STEELE 7atler No. 263 
P 4 The Dinner has crept .. from Twelve o'clock to Three, 
and where it will fix no Body knows. 1737 Wuiston 
Fosephus Antig. xvut. vi. § 5 Those [Governors] are not to 
fix there, but to stay a short time. 1760 Gotpsm. Cif. W. 
xxv, P7 Wherever luxury once fixes, no art can either lessen 
or remove it. 1796 JANE Austen Pride & Pre. (1885) I. 
vi. 21, I had once some thoughts of fixing in town. 18or 
Soutney 7halaba vi, xiii, The solitary Bee .. Seeking in 
vain one flower, whereon to fix. 1862 ‘T. L, Peacock Wks. 
(1875) ILI. 300 Well, let us fix here. 

10. To take up one’s position mentally. ? Ods. 

1623 Massincer Dé. Milan u. i, Take heed That you fix 
here, and feed no hope beyond it. 1646 H. Lawrence 
Comm. Angels 170 Your hope fixeth upon seeing him in 
heaven, 1655 Nicholas Papers (Camden) II. 332 Mais Dieu 


FIX. 


suy tout; and there I fix and pray. 1757 CuEsTerF. Le?t, 
IV. cccxxi. 94, I am lost in astonishment and conjectures, 
and do not know where to fix. 

b. Zo fix on or upon: to settle one’s choice on 
or zpon ; to decide upon, choose, select. 

1653 H. Cocan tr, Pixto’s Trav, |xxvi. 311, I was nomi- 
nated unto him as the fittest he could fix upon. 1712 
Pore Vertummnus 82 Of all these lovers. . Fix on Vertumnus 
and reject the rest. 1823 H. J. Brooxe /xtrod. Crystallogr. 
229 Our choice would probably fix on that which was most 
predominant. 1855 CosTELLo Stor. Screen 74 The night 
which Laloubiére fixed upon for the carrying out of his plot. 

e. To decide, determine 40 (do something) ; also 


const. for with gerund, or with subord. sentence. 

1788 Trier 206 He fix’d to come with some eclat to 
Town. 1794 Miss Gunnine Packet IV. 35 They fixed for 
going to the parsonage early the next morning. 1813 
Soutuey Welsox I. 132 It was immediately fixed that the 
brigadier should go. 1834 Keser in Card. Newman's Lett. 
(1891) II. 23, I have fixed to go to London next week. 1866 
Times 29 Dec. 10/3 The lady had entirely fixed to lead a 
life of celibacy. 

11. To appoint or assign the precise position of; 
to refer (something) to a definite place, time, etc. ; 
+ to appoint or attribute exclusively Zo (some par- 
ticular person, thing, etc.). 

1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr.1. v. § x [The ancients had 
various estimates of the length of the year ;] what certainty 
can we possibly have which of them to fix their accounts to? 
1692 Locke Educ. § 15 When Custom has fixed his Eating 
to certain stated Periods, his Stomach will expect Victuals at 
the usual Hour. 1737 Jounson in Boswell (1791) I. 52 Here 
will I fix the limits of transgression. 1776 T. Jerrerson Let. 
Writ. 1893 II. 88 The commissions .. do not fix the officers 
to any particular battalion. 1790 Patry Hore Pawd. ii. 11 
We have these circumstances each .. fixed to a particular 
time. 1874 Newman Tracts Theol. & Eccl. 340 The full 
moon is not fixed to any certain day in either month, 1875 

oweEtTT Plato (ed. 2) IV. 271 Wherever we fix a limit, space 
is springing up beyond. 

b. To allocate, determine the incidence of (a 
responsibility, liability, etc.). Also, Zo jix (a 
person) wth costs, liabzlity, etc.: to impose upon 
him the obligation of meeting or paying them. 

1833 Lv. BroucHam in Mylne & Keen “ef, II. 248 No 
degree of mistake .. would entitle the Court to fix a next 
friend with costs. 1850 /Vorvist June 159 Take care to fix 


your judges with the full responsibility of their decisions. ° 


1884 Sir J. Bacon in Law Times’ Rep. LII. 568/2 The 
liability with which the plaintiffs seek to fix them. 1888 
Bryce Amer. Commu. III. Ixxxvi. 15t The American plan 
of dividing powers. .makes it hard to fix responsibility. 

12. To settle definitely; to appoint or assign 
with precision; to specify or determine. Const. 
at, for, to. 

1660 R. Coxe Power § S267, 134 After some reasonable 
time fixt. 1694 Motrswortu Acc, Denmark 223 The 
prices of all these Drugs are fixed. a1715 Burnet Ownx 
Time 11. 303 What definition or standard should be made 
for fixing the sense of so generalaterm. 1719 Myvee-Thinker 
No. 120 P 6 The ordinary Meetings of the Senate. . were fixed 
to the Day of the Calends. 1739 Cuesterr. Wés, (1892) V. 
500 Chronology .. fixes the dates of facts. 1769 GoLpsm. 
Rom. Hist. (1786) I. 319 He afterwards fixed the price of 
corn toa moderate standard. 1772 FRANKLIN Ws, (1887) IV. 
431 The opening of the session. .is fixed for next Tuesday. 
1821 SoutHry L2/é (1849) I. 42 This recollection .. fixes the 
date to 1778, when I was four years old. 1825 Scorr Manz. 
Lett, 13 May (1894) II. 265 Mr, Chantrey .. has been down 
here fixing the place for the King’s statue. 1869 E. A. Parkes 
Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 5 The War Office authorities have 
fixed the daily supply..at 8 gallons, 1876 GLaDsToNE 
Homeric Synchr. 9 An endeavour to fix the place of Homer 
in History. 

absol. 1748 in Sir J. Picton L’fool, Munic. Rec. (1886) 11. 
167 To paint an Altar Piece in such scripture-historical 
manner as the said Committee shall fix. 

13. To settle or determine the form of, give a 
permanent form to (language or literature). 

1712 Swirr Proposal 31 That some Method should be 
thought on for ascertaining and fixing our Language for 
ever. 1752 Hume Zss, & Treat, (1777) I. 223 Eminent and 
refined geniuses .. fix the tongue by their writings, 1837 
Hatiam Hist, Lit. I. iii. 1. § 57, 241 The use of printing 
fixed the text of a whole edition, 1874 Maurice /yiena- 
ship Bhs. iii. 75 It [Wycliffe’s ‘Translation of the Bible] has 
fixed the language. : 

4. a. To adjust, make ready for use (arms, in- 
struments, etc.) ; to arrange in properorder. Zo 
fix @ shell: to fit it with a fuse. Also with 2p. 

1663 Pepys Diary 12 July, I found..the arms well fixed, 
charged, and primed. 1666 Karr Orrery State Papers (1743) 
I. 241 We have in every garrison one gunsmith .. who buys 
arms for us, and fixes them up privately. 1697 Dampier 
Voy. 1. iii. 45 We went back. .to fix our Rigging, which was 
shattered in the Fight. r7or Farquuar Sir H. Wildair u..1, 
Are all things set in order? the toilet fixed, the bottles and 
combs put in form? 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1776) Dd, 
No shells, fixed during the service, are to be kitted. 1779 
Forrest Voy. NV, Guinea 287, I thought it a good oppor- 
tunity to fix my german flute. 1797 WASHINGTON Lef. Writ. 
1892 XIII. 417 To have the press fixed for copying. 

b. In wider sense (chiefly U.S. collog.): To 
arrange, get ready, put in order; to put to rights, 
make tidy, ‘rig up’. Also with wp. Zo fix out, 
*to set out, display, adorn, supply, fit out’ (Cezz.) 

[1769 Bicxerstarr Dr. Last u. vii, We'd fix_things 
directly; I'll settle whatever you please upon her.] 1832 
Macautay Life § Lett. (1883) I. 272 As soon as I was 
fixed in my best and had breakfasted. 1839 Marryat 
Diary Amer. Ser.%. II, 228 ‘Shall I fix your coat or your 
breakfast first?’ 1842 Dickens Amer. Notes (1850) 101/2 
You are advised to have recourse to Doctor so and so, 
who will ‘fix you’ inno time. 1860 O. W. Hotmes Edsze 
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V. (1887) 77 Come here, girls, and fix yourselves in the 
glass. 1882 Mrs. A. Epwarps Ballroom Repent. 1. 4 
None of the physicians in Europe can fix her up. 1884 
Miss Wivkins in Harfer’s Mag. July 304/2 V'll hev to 
fix me up some thoroughwort tea. x189x B. Harte First 
Family of Tasajara ii, Mother’!I fix you suthin’ hot. 

e. U.S. Zo fit; to arrange matters. Any way 
you can fix it: whatever you do, contrive as you 
may. Zo fix (another's) flint: to settle or ‘do 
for’ him. 

1840 Hauisurton Clockm, Ser. 11. xii, Their manners are 
rude .. ‘They want their flints fixed for’em. 1843 — Saw 
Slick in Eng. 1. ii, A wet day is considerable tiresome. .any 
way you can fix it. 1859 O. W. Hotmrs Prof Breakf.-t. 
i. (1891) 15 If you can’t fix it so as to be born here [Boston], 
you can come and live here. 

d. U.S. ‘ Tomake favourable to one’s purposes’ 
(Bartlett), to ‘square’. 

1886 Bostonx (Mass.) Frnd. 15 July, An organized attempt 
is being made to fix the jury. Jdéd. 24 Aug. 4/3 Fixing 
Legislatures. 

15. (See quot.) 

1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., Fix, to fettle or line with a 
fix or fettling..the hearth of a puddling furnace. 

Fixable (fiksab’l), @ Also 5 fixabull, -ibill, 
8-9 fixible. [f. Fix v. + -aBLE.] Capable of 
being fixed: in various senses of the vb. 

In quot. 1486 =Fircue (Her.) 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. Cijb, Hit is calde a cros 
patee fixible. 1648 W. Mountacur Devout Ess. 1. ix. § 2 
Since they cannot then stay what is transitory, let them 
attend to arrest that which is fixable. 1785 PAzl. Trans. 
LXXYV. 370 The stock K is to slide in a rebated .. groove 
AD, and be fixable to any part thereof by the screw O. 
1796 Hist. in Aun. Reg. 49 The highest extent .. was 
fixable by the magistrate. 1817 CoteripcE Bvog. Lit. 76 
The chemical student is taught not to be startled at dis- 
quisitions on .. latent and fixible light. 1837 CARLYLE 7’. 
Rev. (1857) I. 1. 1. ii. 7 For ours is a most fictile world..A 
world not fixable. 

b. Capable of being made non-volatile. "| Fzx- 
able air; carbonic acid gas. 

1766 Lee in Phil, Trans. LVI. 100 The quick-lime, 
attracting fixable air, was reduced. 1794 SuLLivan View 
Nat. 1. 267 The air in animals is mostly inflammable, but 
that in vegetables fixible. 1887 Saz¢. Rev. 8 Jan. 65 Sub- 
stances .. which have a ,. fixable odour. 

+ Firxal, c. (and sd.) Her. Obs. Also 5 fixiale. 
[f. L. fex-ws Fix a.+-aul.] (See quots.) 

1486 Bk, St. Albans, Her. Bjb, Fixall in armys is calde 
the thirde degre by the right lyne from the right heyre by 
line male. J/dzd. Bij, The bastarde of the fixiales. 1586 
Ferne Blaz. Gentriet.255 The fourth coat-armor perfect. . 
is called Fixall [p. 250 arma fixa}], This did alwaies 
belong to that personne, which was the next of the third 
degree, to the right heyre male. 

Fixate (firkseit),v. [f L. /fax-ws (see Fix a.) 

+-ATE 3,] 

1. trans. To fix; to render stable. 

1885 7ind X. 560 The percipient. .often judges on general 
grounds without laboriously fixating the sensation. 1887 
Science 16 Dec. 293 To fixate and hold one sensation is an 
art that must be learned, 

2. zntr. To become fixed. 

1888 Amer. Frnl. Psychol. 1. 506 Some subjects fixate first 
and then the eyes close, or are closed by the operator. 

Fixation (fikséi'fon). Also 5 fixacioun. [ad. 
med.L. fixation-em (used in Alchemy), n. of action 
f. fixdre to F1x.] 

. The action of fixing, invarious senses (see FIX v.). 

1652-6 HeEvLIN Cosmtogr. 1. (1682) 89 The fixation of 
the Popes in the Metropolis. 1671 F. Puituirs Reg. 
Necess. 67 After the fixation of the Common Pleas or 
Actions of the people to a certain place in the Kings Palace 
at Westminster. 1671 Phil. Trans. VI. 2132 Some ob- 
servations, touching Colours, in order to the Increase of 
Dyes, and the Fixation of Colours. 1776 Apam SmitH 
W. N. it. iv. (1869) I. 360 If this legal rate should be fixed 
below the lowest market-rate, the effects of this fixation 
must be [etc.] 1810 BentHam Packing (1821) 90 The fixation 
of the punishment not lying within the province of the jury. 
183z Austin Furispr. (1879) II. lvi. 924 Procure the fixation 
of the stamp to the evidentiary instrument. 1864 Bowen 
Logic iv. 84 Language .. has an important influence in the 
regulation and fixation of Thought. 1874 Carrenter Ment, 
Phys, 1. 1. § 20. (1879) 21 The ‘training’ .. mainly consists 
in the fixation of the Attention on the audible result. 1886 
Biackiz What does Hist. Teach? 24 The fixation of the 
order of succession to the throne. 

b. The fact or condition of being fixed. 

a1631t Donne in Select, (1840) 219 Three enemies to that 
fixation and entireness of the heart. 1660 Futter J7ixt 
Contenzpl. xlix. (1841) 211 Which giveth the fixation to a 
colour and setteth it in the cloth. 1683 Dr. Firzwittiam 
Let. in Lady Russell's Lett. (1773) 9 When your thoughts 
have been saddened .. by a long fixation on the doleful 
object. 183x CartyLe Misc. (1857) II. 301 Yet it had at- 
tained no fixation or consistency. 1894 Westim. Gaz. 17 
Jan. 7/2 The first of a course of lectures on locomotion and 
fixation in plants and animals. . 

ec. A fixed habitation or location (00s.) ; a fixed 


proportion or standard. 

1614 Rateicu Hist, World1. 8 For to Light created in 
the first day, God gave no proper place or fixation. «#1661 
Futter Worthies Suffolk wm. (1662) 68 He .. was buried at 
York, far. .from Ipswich his first fixation. 1774 FRANKLIN 
Ess. Wks. 1840 II. 412 No everlasting, invariable fixation 
for coining can be made. 1836 Blackw. Mag. XXXIX. 
63 The Prussian tariff pretends to proceed upon an ad 
valorem fixation. : rae 

2. esp. in scientific uses: The action of depriving 


of volatility or fluidity ; see Fix v. 4. + In Alchemy: 





FIXED, 


The process of reducing a volatile spirit or essence 
to a permanent bodily form; the conversion (of 
mercury) into a solid by amalgamation or combin- 
ation. In mod. use: The process of rendering 
solid a liquid or semi-liquid substance; coagulation ; 
also, the process of causing (a gas) to combine 
with a solid. 

1393 Gower Conf. II. 86 Do that there be fixation With 
tempred hetes of the fire. 1477 Norton Ord. Adch. in 
Ashm. (1652) 58 Without him Generation shall be none; 
Neyther of our Tinctures fixation. 1576 BAKER Yewell of 
Health 166 b, This besides serveth to fixation in Alchemye 
matters. 1594 PLar Fewedl-ho. 111. 38 For the better fixation 
of the Mercurie. 1610 B. Jonson Adch. 1.1, Two Of our 
inferior works are at fixation. 1646 Sir T. Browne Psexd. 
Ep. 1.1. 50 The determination of quick-silver is properly fix- 
ation. 1665 GLANVILL Scefsis Scz. vii, Salt dissolved, upon 
fixation returns to its affected cubes. 1759 B. Martin Vat. 
Hist. Eng. 1. Somerset 85 A Fixation of cold phlegmatic 
Humours. 1805 R. CHenevix in Phil. Trans. XCV. 104 
The fixation of mercury by platina is by many regarded as 
visionary. 1813 J. THomson Lect. [njlamt. 645 The stiffness 
of a frost-bitten part .. may be owing .. to the fixation by 
cold, of the oil contained in the cellular membrane. 1813 
Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. ii. (1814) 57 The fixation of 
oxygene by the combustible body in a solid form, 1872 
Ouiver Elem. Bot. 1. ii. 18 This fixation of the carbon and 
liberation of the oxygen of carbonic acid has been termed 
vegetable respiration. mS ; 

+b. The quality or condition of being non- 
volatile or able to resist the action of fire. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 328 Gold hath these Natures: Great- 
nesse of Weight; Closenesse of Parts; Fixation; [etc.]. 
a1691 Boyte Wks. 1V. 307 Adding fixation to a body, that 
was before either volatile, or less fixed. 1721 W. Gipson 
Farrier’s Dispens. 11. Introd. 74 Fixation .. where the 
Surfaces of the Particles of Bodies are so small..that they 
cannot be raised by the Force of Fire, 

+c. concr. A product of fixation. Ods. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chynt. 114 Mercurius Precipi- 
tatus Diaphoreticus, which is a fixation or Precipitate. 

Fixative (fiksativ), a and sd. [f. Fixv.+ 
-ATIVE. Cf. Fr. fixatif.] 

A. adj, Tending to fix. 

1644 Nye Gunnery u. (1647) 29 Opium is of a congealing 
and fixative nature. @1832 BenrHyam Wks. (1843) VIII. 
30 But for these fixed and fixative signs, nothing that ever 
bore the name of art or science could ever have come into 
existence. 1870 Eng. Mech. 25 Feb. 576/1 One of the. .uses 
of this fixative process is supposed to be the preserving of 
the. .colour of..drawings from decay. 

B. sb. That which serves to set or fix; spec. a 
preparation used to fix colours, or charcoal or 
crayon drawings. 

1870 Eng, Mech. 11 Mar, 638/3 There are some papers 
which absorb the fixative with difficulty. 

Fixator (fikséi‘tor). f[agent-n. f. Fix v. after 
Latin analogies. Cf. Fr. fixateur.] That which 
fixes ; a fastener, fixer. 

1874 Roosa Dis. Ear 217 Riidinger considers this thin 
muscle to be a fixator of the medium cartilaginous plate. 
1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

+ Fixatory, z. Ods. In 7 fixatorie. [f. Fix z. 
after Lat. analogies: see -ory.] Serving to fix ; 
having the property of fixing. 

1605 TIMME Quversit, 1. iii. 112 Salt peter. .being now put 
into a fixatorie fire, you shal see that it conteineth within 
it all maner of colours. 

Fixature (fiksatiur). [f. as prec. after the 
analogy of CURVATURE, etc.] A gummy prepara- 
tion for fixing the hair. 

1860 THackeray Lovel the Widower ii, A barber, with 
his tongs and stick of fixature for the mustachios. 1883 
E. Lynn Linton Jone I. xi. 263 No brushing could make it 
smooth ; no fixature keep it straight. 


Fixed (fikst), Af/.a.  [f. Frx v.+-EpD1.] 

1, Placed or attached firmly; fastened securely ; 
made firm or stable in position. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb, w. (1586) 179 b, The 
fixed or standing Hives, bee discommodious, 1593 Suaks. 
2 Hen. VI, i, i. 313 Bitter searching termes .. Deliuer’d 
strongly through my fixed teeth. 1647 CowLry J/istress, 
Inconstancy, Vhe most fixt Being still does move and fly. 
1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11.(1711) 5 Where the firm or fixed 
Ice lies. 1805 T, LinpLey Voy. Brasil (1808) 273 By means of 
two fixed pieces of wood. c1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 
118 Fixed blocks, those blocks that come through the sides 
and are bolted, as the sheet, tack, and brace blocks. 1882 
Mincuin Unipl. Kinemat, 71 When a body, ™, rolls on a 
fixed surface, ALB. 4 > : 

b. Her. Of a cross: Having its limbs attached 


to the edges of the escutcheon := FIRME, 

1688 R. Hotme Acad. Armory. v. § 31 A Cross Patee 
Entyre (or Fixed or Firme) .. This term (Fixed, or Entyre) 
must be added, to shew that .. they are joyned to the sides 
of the Escochion. 1828-40 Berry, Zxcycl. Her. I s.v., 
Crosses which are usually borne in the centre of the 
escocheon without extending to the sides, when attached 
thereto are termed fixed, as a cross pattée fixed. 

In immaterial sense: Firmly attached or 
implanted ; securely established; secured against 
alteration or dislodgement. In early use often 
(now rarely) of persons: Firmly resolved ; constant, 
steadfast ; bent, set, or intent upon anything. /zxed 
idea: an idea firmly rooted in the brain, with a 
tendency to become unduly dominant [F. de fixe]. 
Fixed fact; a well-established fact (U.S.). 

1580 Baret Adv. F 632 Mindes certeinly fixed, to trie the 
matter by dint of sword. 1625-8 tr. Camden's Hist. Eliz. 


FIXED. 


rt, (1688) 385 A Lady fixed and constant in her Religion. 
1627-77 Fertuam Resolves 1. xlv. 71 How fixt he was to 
Jonathan! 1655 Sir E. Nicuoras in JV, Papers (Camden) 
II. 348 This man is..a fast fixt Catholike. 1706 HEARNE 
Collect. 7 Mar., A Man of no fixt Resolution. 1712-4 Pore 
Rape Lock vy. 5 Not half so fix’d the Trojan could remain, 
While Anna begg'd. 1821 SHELLEY Prometh. Und. 1. 262, 
I defy thee with a calm fixed mind. 1831 CARLYLE Sart. 
Res, mm. iv. (1858) 139 A deadly fear of Population possesses 
the Hofrath; something like a fixed-idea. 1847 Boston 
Post June (Bartlett), That he did dispose of a large quantity 
of oil, and afterwards desert from the vessel are fixed facts. 
1849 Macautay Hist, Eng. Il. 165 For all persecution he 
felt a fixed aversion. 1860 Mortiey Wetherd. (1868) I. i. 4 
Philip .. seemed to become .. more fixed in his determi- 
nation. 1868 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) II. vii. 153 The 
fixed purpose of raising forces. 1875 Jowett P/afo (ed. 2) 
V. 28 The lawgiver .. was a fixed idea in the mind of the 
Greek. . 
3. a. Of a person’s eyes, thoughts, etc. : Steadily 
or intently directed towards or ‘ fastened’ upon an 


object. 

1552 Hutoet, Fixed, zutentus. 1616 CHarpmMaAN Musvus 
358 A tower so high, As soon would lose on it the fixedst 
eye. 1643 Dennam Cooger's H. 112 But my fixt thoughts 
my wandring eye betrays. 1725 Pore Odyss. xu. 35 All, 
but Ulysses, heard with fix’d delight. 1791 Mrs. RADCLIFFE 
Rom. Forest viii, He regarded her with a fixed attention. 
1850 Hare Mission Coif. 124 Disease and death are glaring 
with fixt eyes upon them. 
quasi-adv. 1649 G. Danie Trinarch., Rich, I, clxviii, 
Kites.,cannot looke the Sun fixt in the face. 

b. Of a person, his countenance, etc.: Made 
rigid or immobile (as by strong emotion or resolu- 
tion, or in death). 

1608 D. T[wit] Ess, Pol. & Mor. 67 That Vertue is but 
weake..that cannot with a fixed countenance out-stare the 
threatening eye of Danger. 1801 Soutnry 7halada 1. iv, 
Looking up to her fix’d countenance. 1824 Lams Evia 
Ser. u, Blakesmoor in H—shire, As fixed and motionless as 
the marble effigies that kneel.. around thee. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Alanch. Strike x. 109 The papers in his hand 
shook; but his countenance was fixed and his attitude 
firm. 1888 W. Brack Lochader III. viii, Her eyes .. were 
fixed and staring. 

4. a. Deprived of volatility. + Fixed air: a 
name given by Black in 1754 to carbonic dioxide 
(carbonic acid) ; see AIR sd, 2. 

1766 CAvENDISH in Phil. Trans. LVI. 141 By fixed air, I 
mean that particular species of factitious air, which is 
separated from alkaline substances by solution in acids or 
by calcination, 1807 T, THomson Chewz, (ed. 3) II. 187 To 
this species of air he gave the name of fixed air, because it 
existed in these bodies in a fixed state. 

b. Not easily volatilized; not losing weight 
under the influence of fire. /txed alkali: see 
ALKALI 3, 6. + Fixed nitre = potassium carbonate. 

1641 Frencu Dist7l/. v. (2651) 171 Little fixed salt can be 
extracted from them, onely volatile. 1669 BoyLE Coviz. 
New Exp. u. (1682) 135, I put Agua Fortis with fixed 
Nitre into a Receiver. 1685 — Salubr. Airy 111 The fixedest 
of Metals, Gold itself. 1688 J. Crayton in Pil. Trans. 
XVII. 944 The fixeder Saline Particles of the Marine Salt. 
1727-51 CHAMBERS Cyc/. s.v., Of all metals, gold and silver 
alone are fixed; i.e. on remaining a long time exposed to 
the most intense flame, they alone lose nothing of their 
weight. 1744 BerkeLey S7ris § 8 Fixed salts are much the 
same in all bodies. 1757 A. Cooper Distiller i. i. (1760) 6 
Only a fixed husky matter remains. 1830 Farapay LA, 
Res. xxxiv. 207 Mercury is volatile at temperatures above 
30° but fixed at temperatures below 20°. 

e. Of acids and oils: That cannot be distilled 
or evaporated without decomposition. 

1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem, II. xlix. 215 Fixed oils. 1805 
W. Saunvers Mix. Waters 324 The iron is held in union 
with a fixed acid. 1814 J. Smytu Pract. of Custonis (1821) 
160 Oils .. are divided by Chemists into two kinds; fixed 
or fat oils, and volatile or essential oils. 1859 Guttick & 
Timps Paizt. 206 The Fixed Oils .. are so called because 
they do not almost entirely evaporate in drying, 

5. Of a colour, photographic image, etc.: Fast, 
lasting, permanent. Said also of the photographic 
plate. 

1791 Hamitton Berthollet's Dyeing I. Introd. 10 Mordants 
[serve] to render the colour more fixed. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) III. 5 Colours which are dyed in this way become 
fixed, 1888 Annry Justr. Photog. xxii. 190 The plate is 
known to be fixed by looking at the back of it, which should 
appear black. /dzd. xxxv. 278 When the prints are fixed 
they will appear colourless in the whites. 

6. Definitely and permanently placed ; stationary 
or unchanging in relative position. Jixed point: 
a place where a policeman is permanently stationed, 

1559 W. CunnincHAM Cosmogr. Glasse 19 And is this 
Horizont a fixed Circle or not? It is fixed, and without 
motion. 1665 Sir T, Hersert 7'vav. (1677) 221 Houses and 
fixed Inhabitants. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. 11. 669 In which of 
all these Orbes hath Man His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath 
none. 1704 J, Harris Lex. Techn., Fixed Line of Defence, 
in Fortification is drawn along the Face of the Bastion, and 
terminates in the Courtine. 1848 J. Curwen Gram. Vocal 
Music (1866) p. xxiv, Unlike the ‘fixed Do’ of the old nota- 
tion, the ‘movable Do’.. is no difficulty whatever. 1858 
Merc. Marine Mag. V.30 A Fixed Red Light will be shown 
at the head of the... Breakwater. 

b. Hixed star; a star which appears always to 
occupy the same position in the heavens (and so 
distinguished from a planet). 

Cf. Fix a., earlier used in the same sense. 

Almanack for Year 1386 (1812) 8 Al planetys and sternes 
fyxt. c1430 Lypc. Min. Poems 153 Stelle eratice, nat 

xed, 1561 Even Arte Nanig. Pref., The Sunne & Moone 
& the other Planetes & fixte Starres. 1697 DrypEen Virg. 
Georg. 1. 209 Sailers .. found a Name For ev'ry fix’d and 








270. 


ev'ry.wandring Star, 181a WoopuousE Astron, viii. 51 The 
transits of fixed stars are used for regulating clocks. 

absol. 1667 Mitton P, L. 11. 481 They pass the Planets 
seven, and pass the fixt, ‘ 

c. Fixed capital; see Carivan sb. 3c. Fixed 
property: that which consists in immovables, as 
land and houses. 

1845 MeCuttocu Taxation 1. ii. (1852) 74 Land and other 
fixed property, 1848 Mitt Pol. Econ. 1. vi. § x Capital 
which exists in any of these durable shapes. .is called Fixed 
Capital. 1863 Fawcetr Pol. Econ. 1. iv. (1876) 41 Fixed 
capital may continuously repeat the assistance which it 
lends to industry. 

7. Definitely appointed or assigned ; not fluctuat- 
ing or varying ; definite, permanent. 

@1698 Sir W. Tempter JZisc. 1. i, One loves fixed Laws, 
and the other arbitrary Power. 1741 MippLEton Cicero 
(1742) II. vir. 201 He [Cicero] laid it down as the fixt rule 
of his administration. 1838 THirRLWALL Gyveece III, 191 A 
fixt and uniform rent. 186x M. Pattison £ss. (1889) I. 47 
Every Hanse town was in its turn represented, according to 
a fixed cycle. 1884 tr. Lotze’s Logic 434 The conceptions of 
good and bad, just and unjust, are fixed and unchanging. 

8. Prepared, put in order. Of a shell: Fitted 
with a fuse. ‘fixed ammunition: a charge of 
powder and shot inclosed together in a wrapper or 
case ready for loading’ (Knight). 

1638 Penit. Conf. vii. (1657) 145 The Trent Fathers. .plant 
their fixt Canon, to discharge Anathema’s. 1769 FALCONER 
Dict. Marine (1789) Ccivb, The fixed shell is placed upon 
the wad. 

Fixedly (firksédli), adv. [f. prec. + -Ly 2.] 
In a fixed manner; firmly, securely, steadfastly ; 
attentively, earnestly ; intently, steadily. 

1598 SytvesterR Du Bartas u. i. 1v. Handy-crafis 643 On 
Gods face his eyes he fixtly bears. 1654 Ear~t Orrery 
Parthen. (1676) 217 He..would only look fix’dly upon her. 
1661 Marve Corr, xxix. Wks. 1872-5 II. 72 His Majesty 
is most fixedly honorable. 1690 Locke Ham, Und. 1. vi. 
§ 22 If we pretend that the distinction of Species. .is fixedly 
establish’d. 1r7oz C. Matruer Jag. Chr. (1853) II. 167 
It was his manner. .to meditate .. fixedly upon some truth. 
1849 Macautay “Hist, Eng, II. 230 The old man looked 
fixedly at the King. 1865 Trottore Belton Est. xxviii. 
335 It was almost impossible for him to make up his mind 
fixedly to any purpose. 

Fixedness (fikscdnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 

1. The quality or condition of being fixed in 
various senses, &. Of material things ; Immobility, 
steadiness of position, stillness, permanence. 

1641 Be. Hatt Serv. in Rem. Wks, (1660) 66 The Earth 
was made for fixednesse and stability. 1647 H. Morr Song 
of Sou ut. 1. xxxiii, What eye could bear in contemplation 

o long a fix’dnesse? a@1711 Ken (ymnotheo Poet. Wks. 
1721 III. 170 The.. Fix'dness of a Star. 1812-16 J. SmitH 
Panorama Sc. § Art 11. 448 The beauty and fixedness of 
the colours. 1845 Maurice Mor. Phil. in Encycl. Metrop. 
590/t The Eleatic ‘fixedness’, which was the formal op- 
posite of the Heracleitan ‘flux’. 1859 O. W. Hotmes Prof. 
Breakf.-t. xii, 274 The fixedness of the smileless mouth. 

f immaterial things: Definiteness, invari- 
ability. Of persons and their attributes : Firmness, 
resoluteness, steadfastness (272); steadfast adherence 
zo (a cause) ; intentness, attentiveness. 

1612-15 Br. Hatt Contempl. O. T. xx. x, The fixednesse 
of his terme, is no less mercie than the protraction. 1680 
R. Manset Narr, Popish Plot 12 A person whose fixed- 
ness to the true Interest of his Majesty .. they well knew. 
1784 J. Brown Hist. Brit. Churches I. 110 That notwith- 
standing her fixedness in her own religion, she would 
compel none to it. 1823 Examiner 709/2 The fixedness of 
her despair. 1837 CartyLte #y. Rev. 1. vu. v, All hearts 
set, with a moody fixedness, on one object. 1863 G. ELior 
Romolat. xv, He was looking at her with mild fixedness 
while he spoke. 1875 Jowrrr Plato (ed. 2) V. 122 The great 
defect of Both his [Plato’s] constitutions is the fixedness 
which he seeks to impress upon them. 

+2. The quality of resisting the action of heat, or 
of being non-volatile. Ods. 

1665 Hooke Jicrogr. 28 The Proprieties of Gold (such as 
are the Malleableness .. Fixtness in the fire), 1764 HEBrr- 
DEN in Pil. Trans. LV. 58 The natron.. resembles the 
vegetable alkali in taste and fixedness, 1812-16 J. SmiTH 
Panorama Sc § Art II. 365 The fixedness of platina 
admirably fits it for crucibles, 

Fixen(e, obs. forms of VIXEN. 

Fixer (fiksor). [f. Fix v.+-nr1] 

1. One who fixes. 

1885 /ustr, to Census Clerks 69 [Workmen employed in the] 
Dye-House: Fixer, Dunger, Washer. Jdid. 95 [Workmen 
in the Zinc Trade] Fixer, 1889 Amen Mission. Dec, 363 
Where the ‘boss’ and the fixer of elections are unknown. 
1892 Daily Chron. 28 Apr, 8/1 Blind Fixers wanted. 

2. Something used for fixing (a volatile sub- 
stance, a drawing, a colour or dye.) 

1849 Jounston Exper. Agric. 129 Experiments with gyp- 
sum as a fixer of ammonia. 1882 Piaieeton Graphic Arts 
123 The fixer [for charcoal drawing]..is simply a very weak 
solution of gum-lac in spirits of wine. 1885 Westmld. Gaz. 
13 June 8/6 The albumen .. is used as the fixer of bright 
aniline dyes in calicoes. 

+ Fixes, sd. £/. Obs. [?f. Frx v.; or a cor- 
ruption of */wxes, Eng. pl. of Fax] (See quot.) 

The discrepancy of the explanations in the two quots. 
is prob, due to some error. 

1594 Prat Fewell-ho. 11. 79 Aquafortis, whose faeces (fixes 
the Goldsmiths vnproperly tearme them) haue beene first 
stricken down with some fine siluer 1819 Rees Cyci. 
XIV, Fixes is a name given by the workmen in gold and 
silver to a solution in [?read of] silver, from its use in 
carrying down and fixing the heterogeneous acids mingled 
with aqua-fortis. 














FIXION. 


Fix-fax! (ficks)feks). Also 9 dial. fic-fac, 
fig-fag. [See the variant Pax-wax.] 
The thick tendon in the neck of cattle or sheep. 
[c 1280 W. pe Bis_eswortn in Promp. Parv. 388 Et si ad 
le wenne (fex wex) az col derere.| c1460 J. Russet Bk. 
Nurture 444 In be nek be fyxfax bat bow do away. [¢ 1500 
Fy-Eng. Glossary (Harl. MS. 210, f. 150) in Promp. Parv. 
388 Le vendon, the fax wax.) 1691 Ray Creation (1714) 157 
Which aponeurosis is taken notice of by the vulgar by the 
name of Fixfax—or Packwax. 1737 BRAcKEN Varriery 
Inpr. (2756) 1. 317 ‘The Fix-fax of the Neck. 1869 Lousdale 

Gloss., hixfax., 1878 Cumbrid. Gloss., Fic-fac, fig-Jag. 

+ Pix-fax.? Sc. Obs. rare—1. [Onomatopceic ; 
the reduplication expresses hurried and repeated 
movements ; cf. Fipran, Ger. fick/ack, etc.] ‘ Hurry, 
the middle of any business’ (Jam.). 

1768 Ross Helenore 11. 326 When the’re just i’ the fix fax 
o’ their din. 

Fixial(e: see Frxau Her. 

Fixidity (fiksi-diti). Now vave. [badly f. Fix 
a, or FIXED ffi. a@., after flaidity.] = FIxity. 

R. cites an example from Boyle’s Works (1772) III. 
78, where the orig. reading is jrxity: see Fixiry 1 quot. 
1666, 

1762 tr. Busching’s Syst. Geol. 1. 45 Copper retains its 
fixidity the longest in the fire next to Iron. 1778 W. Pryce 
Min. Cornud. i. iii. 5t Quicksilver .. has every property of 
Metal except fixidity. 1872 W. F. Butter Great Lone 
Land xiii. (1875) 198 Assuming greater fixidity of purpose. 


+ Firxily, a. Her. Obs. App.=Fircnk. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. Biijb, Of theym [croslettis] 
ther be iiij dyuerse. .Cros fixyly, Cros paty [etc.]. 

Fixing (fiksin), vJ/. sé. [f. as prec. +-InG 1] 

1. The action of the verb FIx in various senses. 
Also with advbs., as fixing out, up; and ge- 
rundially with omission of 272. 

1605 Bacon Adu, Learn, 1. xxii. § 14 The fixing of the 
good [hours of the mind] hath been practised by two means? 
vows .. and observances or exercises. 1666 Kart OrRERY 
State Papers (1743) I. 251, I find multitudes of arms are 
fixing amongst the Irish gunsmiths. 1769 Fatconer Dict. 
Marine (1789) D d, The filling and fixing of the shells. 1792 
in Picton L’Zool, Munic. Rec. (1886) Il. 267 To superintend 
the fixing up of the said figure. 1817 Keats Lett, Wks. 
1889 III. 53 Another reason of my fixing is, that I am more 
in reach of the places around me. 1883 Mrs. Rottins ew 
Eng. Bygones 157 For the daughters .. table-linen and 
bedding were to be stored away for their fixing out. 

b. Photogr. The process of rendering (a nega- 
tive, etc.) permanent ; covcr. that which fixes. 

1853 Family Her, 3 Dec. 510/2 In the next operation, the 
fixing, it will become much lighter. c1865 J. WyLpE in 
Circ. Sc. I. 146/t Hyposulphite of soda is largely prepared 
for photographic ‘fixing’. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ, 
III. 65 For the fixing of the image we should recommend 
the use of a dipping bath. 

e. A method or means of fixing. vare. 

1660 Jer. Taytor Duct, Dudit. u. ii. I. 360 [The Jewish 
feasts] were .. only .. fixings’ of their thoughts, apt to 
wander to the Gentile Customes. 1793 Smeaton Zdystone 
L.121 To cut the rock .. so as to get a firm fixing for 
our work. ; 

2. concr. a. In pl. (orig. U.S.) Apparatus, equip- 
ment; trimming of a dress; the adjuncts to any 
dish, garnishing. Also (Australian slang), strong 
liquor (Barrére and Leland 1889). 

1827 i: F. Coorrr Prairie I. ii. 30 ‘ Your fixen seem none 
of the best for such a calling.’ 1839 Marryat Diary Amer, 
Ser. 1. II. 228 White wheat and chicken fixings. 1842 
Dickens Amer. Notes (1850) 10r/t Said my opposite neigh- 
bour, handing me a dish of potatoes. .‘ will you try some of 
these fixings?” 1851 Mayne Reip Scalp Hunt. ii, Delicious 
frog ‘fixings’, 1855 Browninc Mex §& Wom., Bp. Blougran'’s 
Afpol, 212 Neat ship-shape fixings and contrivances. 1861 
Lowe i Biglow P. Poems 1890 II. 230 We don’t make no 
charge for the ride an’ all the other fixins. 1882 B. Harte 
es ii, He’s..lost his rod and fixins. 

» = FIX 5d, 2. 

1874 in Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 874/2. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as fixing process, solution 
(Photogr.) ; fixing-bath, (a) Photogr., the bath in 
which a developed negative or positive is plunged 
in order to fix it ; (0) Zannzng (see quot.). 

1868 M. C. Lea Photogr. 35 The negative *fixing-bath 
consists of a strong solution of hyposulphite of soda. 1885 
C. T. Davis Manuf. Leather xxxix. 601 [The tanner] pre- 
pares a new liquor termed the ‘fixing-bath’, consisting of 
water sufficient to cover the skins [etc.]. cx865 J. WYLDE 
in Circ. Sc. I. 1414/2 The “fixing process is intended to dissolve 
away that portion of the silver salt which has not been acted 
on by the light. 1872 W. F. Stantey Photogr. 21 The 
quantity of “fixing solution required will be in proportion 
to the number of prints to be fixed. 


Fixing, #//.a. [+-1ne?2.] That fixes, 

(Often difficult to distinguish from the vbl. sb. used a¢/7id. + 
see prec, 3.) 

1641 Frencu Distzl/, i. (1651) 10 By the adding of some 
fixing thing to it [any volatile body]. 1873 Hamerton 
Intell, Life x. x. 387 The gradual fixing power of habit. 

+Fixion. Ods. [ad. med.L. fixton-em, n. of 
action f. L. fagére to Fix. Cf OF. fixtoir.] = 
FIXATION 3. 

1555 Epen Decades 340 This is a token of purenesse and 
fixion. 1605 Timme Quersit. 1. xiv. 67 A propertie belongin 
to the most fixed salts, and a token of their assured an 
most constant fixion. @ 1631 Donne Sevvt. (1640) Ixiv. 648 
There must be a Fixion, a settling thereof, so that it shall 
not evaporate into nothing. 

Fixion(e, obs. forms of Frcrron. 

1599 THyYNNE Axnimadv. 32. 1615 G. Sanpys Trav, 
152. ; 


FIXITY. 


Fixity (ficksiti). [ad. assumed L. */zxdtatem, 
f. fixus: see Fix a. and -1ry. Cf. Fr. fixité.] The 
quality or condition of being fixed. 

1. Originally sec. in Phystcs : The property of en- 
during heat without volatilization or loss of weight. 

1666 Boyte Orig. Formes 282 So much do the Fixity 
(Wks. 1772 11. 78 fixidity] and Volatility of Bodies depend 
upon Texture. 1787 WALKER in Phil. Trans. L. 129 This 
cremor was found to have a great degree of fixity. 181z 
Pinkerton Petral. II. 220 Tartarin, notwithstanding its 
fixity, is .. found in soot. 1826 Farapay Af, Res. xxxii. 
205 Retaining them in a state of perfect fixity. 

2. gen. The condition of not being liable to dis- 
placement or change; stability or permanence in 
situation, condition, or form. 

1791 Hamitton Berthollet’s Dyeing I. 1.1. ii. 40 The oxyd 
of tin. ,increases the brightness and fixity of several [colours]. 
1807 W. Taytor in Anz. Rev. V. 575 The translation of 
the Bible..gave fixity to the tongue of the new religion. 
1858 FroupE A7zst. Lng. III. xvii. 525 The unbending fixity 
of a law of nature. 1877 C. O’Neitt in Axcycl. Brit. VII. 
579/1 The aniline purples .. are only fitted for use where 
great fixity is not demanded. 1885 Cuitry in Law Times 
Rep. LIL. 690/1 Irresolution and want of fixity of purpose. 

b. Lixity of tenure: the condition of having a 
fixed, permanent tenure, 

1844 Miss M. Hennetu Social Syst. 82 The expediency of 
giving fixity of tenure to the tillers of the soil in Ireland. 

e. concr. Something fixed. 

1817 CotertpcE Biog. Lit. 1. 296 Fancy, on the contrary, 

has no other counters to play with, but fixities and definites. 


Fixive (fi'ksiv), a. vare—'. [Lat. type *fixzvus 
f. figére to F1x.] Adapted to fix, tending to fix. 
(Cf. FIXATIVE). 


a 1834 CoteripcE Biog. Lit. (1847) I. 322 App., When it 
acts as a Solid. .it exerts the same fixive power. 


+ Firxly, adv. Obs. [f. Fixa. + -Ly2.] =Frxepry. 

1591 SYLvESTER Dz Bartas i. v. 583, I know thy constant 
sight Can fixly gaze against Heav’ns greatest Light. 1604 
T. Wricut Passions iv. ii. § 4. 132 To stare fixly vpon one 
-.commeth from blockishnesse, as in Rustickes. 

+ Fixnet. Ods. rave—1. ? A swaggerer (other 
edd. published in the author’s lifetime read 7hraso). 

1883 StusBes Anat. Abus. C iij, [Silks, velvets, etc.] may 
be worne .. of the nobylity.. but not of every proud fixnet 
indifferentlie. 

‘Fixture (fickstitz). [Altered form of Frxurg, 
after the analogy of mzxture.] 

1. The action of fixing; the process of fixing or 
settling, or of becoming fixed or settled. ? Ods. 

1598 Suaxs. Merry W. un. iii. 67 The firme fixture [so 
F. 1 and Q. of 1630; the later Ff. have fixure] of thy 
foote, would giue an excellent motion to thy gate. 1791 
Smeaton Edystone L, § 277 Employed in fixing and com- 
pleting the fixture of the iron-work. 1797 WasuincToN Let. 
Writ, 1892 XIII. 430 We must .. yield to the time she 
requires to prepare forher fixture here. 1817 G. S. FaBer 
Eight Dissert. (1845) 11. 202 The ultimate fixture of the 
sacred floating island appears in the greek legend of Delos. 

b. The condition of being fixed ; fixedness, fixity. 

1809-10 CoLeripcE /7rzend (1818) III. 235 It was the 
Roman instinct to appropriate by conquest and to give fix- 
ture by legislation. 1850 L. Hunr Aztodiog. II. xv. 167 
They [Wordsworth’s eyes] were like fires half burning, half 
smouldering, with a sort of acrid fixture of regard, 

ce. concr. A means of fixing or setting fast. 

1791 Smeaton Edystone L. § 223 Two Lewis holes upon 
the upper surface of each stone, those served as temporary 
fixtures for the work of the succeeding course. ; 

2. Anything fixed or securely fastened in position; 
anything made firm, stable, or immobile. 

1812 CoLEermcE in Southey Omniana II. 17 Features, 
which are looks become fixtures. 1831 Dre Quincey Dr. 
S. Parr iii. Wks. 1862 V. 139 Even the most absolute fix- 
tures (to use that term) in an English structure, must often 
be unsettled..in a thoroughly Latin composition. 1841-44 
Emerson £ss., Circles Wks. (Bohn) I. 125 There are no 
fixtures in nature. The universe is fluid and volatile. 1858 
Genny Gard. Every-day Bk. 125/1 The side cloths are in 
some Tulip-houses fixtures. 1878 SpurGEoN Treas. Dav. Ps. 
civ. 5 The earth. .remains as stable as if it were a fixture. 

b. U.S. in fl. Appendages, apparatus, ‘ fixings’. 

1854 BartLett Mex. Boundary I. ii. 12 The blacksmiths 
.. were employed in making many small fixtures to the 
wagons. 1874 Cours Field Ornith.t. vi. 44 When travelling 
your fixtures must ordinarily be limited to a collecting-chest. 

3. Law. In plural, ‘Things of an accessory cha- 
racter annexed to houses or lands, which become, 
immediately on annexation, part of the realty it- 
self’ (Wharton Law Lex.). 

1758 Gray Let. to Wharton 21 Feb., I am much puzzled 
about the bishop and his fixtures. 1770 Funzus Lett. xxxvi. 
179 Tenants, who have had warning to quit .. destroy the 
fixtures. 1861 Kenr Comzmz. (1873) II. xxxv. 345 The right 
to what are ordinarily called fixtures or articles of a personal 
nature affixed to the freehold. 1882 E. Rospertson in Eucyc?. 
Brit, X1V.274/2 In respect of fixtures. .the tenant may some- 
times remove them. 

transf. 1786-89 Bentuam Wks. (1843) II. 542 Glebe 
ascriptitit, fixtures to the soil on which they are born. 

4. A person or thing permanently confined to or 
established in a particular place or position. 

7 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 6 Nov., Miss Goldsworthy was 
a fixture at her side. 1812 Byron Ch. Har. u. App. Dj, 
All the Franks who are fixtures, and most of the English 
.. etc. of passage, came over .. to their opinion. 1818 
Hazurr Eng. Poets v. (1870) 128 His sentiments have very 
much the air of fixtures. 1821 Ticknor Life, Lett. & Fru. 
(1838) IL. ix. 162 Mrs. Grant .. from age and its infirmities 
-. 18a fixture. 1889 Lowert Le?z. (1894) II. 376 We have 
. an American circus that seems a fixture, 
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5. Athletic and Sporting, rarely Commercial. An 
appointment or date for a meet, race, etc.; hence, 
the meet, race, etc. itself. Also attrib. fixture-card. 

1825 Sforting Mag. XV. 346 Appointments have been 
substantiated into fixtures. 1826 — XVIII. 111 Owthorpe 
—not the fixture of that name in Nottinghamshire. 1862 
‘Scrurator’ (Horlock) Country Gentleman 146 Our next 
fixture is made already for Frampton Wood. 1869 Times 
26 Feb. 10/2 Fixtures of the principal .. yachting clubs. 
1882 Daily News 4 Mar., Bristol Wool Fair and the opening 
of the Colonial sales in London. These important ‘fixtures’ 
had been looked forward to, 1886 Cycl. Tour. Club Gaz. 
May 173/: A neat fixture card from the Dublin. .Club. 

Fixure (fi‘ksitix). Obs. or arch. See Fixture. 
[ad. late L. fixira, f. figére to F1x]. 

Fixed condition, position, or attitude; fixedness, 
stability. 

1603 Drayton Bar. Wars, 1. xxxiii, This dreadfull 
Commet .. Whose glorious fixure in so faire a sky Strikes 
the beholder with a chilly feare. 1606 SHaxs. Tr. § Cr. 1. 
iii, ror Rend..The vnity..of States Quite from their fixure 
[EF 3 and 4 fixture]. 1611 — Want. 7. v. ili. 67 The fixure 
of her Eye ha’s motion in’t, 1648 W. Monracur Devout 
£ss. i. vi. § 3.62 The unfaithfulnesse of all materiall goods, 
in point of duration and fixure. 1680 How. Cavalier7 Those 
Wandring Stars who have no Fixure from Heaven. 1753 
Gray’s-Inn Frni. (1756) 11. No. 53 The Fixure of her Eyes, 
and Feebleness of her whole Person, 1817 CoLeripce Lay 
Seruton in Ch. & St. (1839) 404 The very habit and fixures 
.. that had been impressed on their frames by the former .. 
winters. 

Fizenless, fizzenless, obs. ff. Forsonizss, 

Fizgig, fisgig (fi'zgig). Forms: 6 fisegig, 
fysgygge, 6-7 fisgigg, 7 fisguigge, 9 fizzgig, 
6- fisgig, 7- fizgig. [A compound of Gie, which 
had the senses: 1. frivolous person (Chaucer); 2. 
whipping-top (Shaks.); the first element is ob- 
scure, but may perh. be identical with Fisz. The 
Swiss-Ger. /iszgug¢, foolish busybody, can hardly be 
connected. Sense 3 seems to have been suggested 
bythat of Fizz without regard to the second element. 
Sense 4 was app. taken from Sp. /isga harpoon.] 

1. A light, frivolous woman, fond of running or 
‘gadding’ about; =Gic. 

@ 1829 SKELTON Elinour Rummting 538 Than sterte forth 
a fysgygge, And she broughte a bore pygge. 1596 Gos- 
son Pleasant Quippes for Gentlewomen 13 When you 
looke for praises sound, Then are you for light fisgiggs 
crownde. 1611 Coter., Trotiere, a raumpe, fisgig. 1656 
S. HoLianp Zara (1719) 140 A Fis-gig, a flurt, a fickle .. 
foolish Female. 1872 Browninec /i/ine xxxiii. 46 In short, 
prefers to me..this fizgig called Fifine! 1877 V. W. Linc. 
Gloss., Fizgig, an ugly woman; a woman dressed in a 
strange or unbecoming manner. 

2. (See quots.) 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fizgig [1681 Fisgig]is a kind 
of Top, which boyes play with. 1883 Hampsh, Gloss., 
Fiz-gig, a whirligig ; a round piece of iron or brass, ser- 
rated at the rim; through two holes near the centre, a 
piece of whipcord is passed. When set in motion by the 
twisting of the string, either in the air or in water, it 
makes a whizzing, hissing, or fizzing noise. 

3. A kind of firework ; a squib. 

1644 NyvE Gunnery u. (1647) 91 How to make Fisgigs, 
which some call by the name of Serpents. 1668 J. WHITE 
Rich Cab. (ed. 4) 87 The serpents or fisgigs are made about 
the bignesse of ones little finger, by rowling a paper upon 
a small rowler..and choaking the paper coffin an inch from 
the end, then fill it three inches with powder dust. 1886 
Dowven Shelley I. vii. 306 Fiery fizgigs in the hands of 
a pair of gleeful boys. 

4. A kind of harpoon. 

Perverted into Fisucic, The Gic which appears in this 
sense from 18th c. is perh. a shortened form. 

1865 J. SparKe in Hakluyt Voy. III. 520 Those bonitos 
. being galled by a fisgig did follow our shippe. .500 leagues. 
1668 D. Smitu Voy. Constantinople in Misc. Cur, (708) III. 
31 A Fisgig, a kind of barbed Iron, at the End of a Pole 
tyed fast to a Rope. 1798 Acc. Bhs. in Ann. Reg. 460 
Spears, fizgigs, or other articles. 

5. In various senses suggested by the grotesque 
sound of the word or by association with Fizz: a. 
A piece of tawdry finery, a gim-crack. b. A silly 
notion, anabsurd crotchet. e. Zo make fizgigs: app. 
some drawing-room pastime (perh. in sense 2), 

1822 Soutney in QO. Rev. XXVIII. 26 Modes of devotion, 
with their outward and visible signs..the banderoles, and 
humgigs, and fizzgigs of superstition. 1824 Blackw. Mag. 
XVI. 287 You soon take a fine fizgig into your head. 1825 
T. Lister Granby viii. (1826) 104 ‘The Miss Cliftons..were 
always au courant du jour .. were the first who made 
fizgigs, or acted charades. 

Hence + Fitzgig v. z¢r., to run or gad about. 

1594 Nasue Vn/fort. Trav. 32 Why should I goe gadding 
and fisgigging after firking flantado amphibologies ? 

Fizz, fiz (fiz), sb. collog. Also 8 phiz. [f. 
next vb. Cf. the earlier F1sz.] 


1. A hissing sound. 

1842 S. Lover Handy Andy i, Every fizz it [the soda- 
water] made. 1855 O. W. Hotmes Poems 177 No rub- 
bing will kindle your Lucifer match If the fiz does not 
follow the primitive scratch. 1870 THorNpury Tour Eng. 
II. xxx. 268 A palpable devil. .flew off in a fizz of fire. 

2. a. A disturbance, fuss. 

a 1734 Nortu Exam. 1. ii. § 83 (1740) 74 What a Phiz of 
a Scandal is here upon the King. 1804 Tarras Poems 107 
‘Douce wife’, quoth I, ‘what means the fizz?’ 

b. Animal spirits or ‘go’. 

1856 Mrs. Stowe Dred I. xvii. 235 Just enough fizz in 

her to keep one from flatting out. 1884 PadZ Mall G. 








FIZZLE. 


2 Apr. 5 Mr Little has fizz and go enough to make excellent 
capital out of a broomstick, 

3. concr. Something that fizzes ; an effervescing 
drink, esp. champagne. 

1864 Punch XLVII. 100 We..ordered some fizz. 1879 E. 
K. Bates Heyptiax Bonds 11. ix. 226 Let’s have a bottle 
of fiz, old fellow. 

Fizz, fiz (fiz),v. [Echoic; cf. Fizzumv.] znér. 
To make a hissing or sputtering sound. 

1685 Crowne Sir Courtly Nice 11, I kiss’d all the wenches 
as I came along, and made their moyst lips fiz again. 
1687 Corton Burlesque upon B. (ed. 2) 136 Thou oft 
hast made thy fiery Dart Fizz in the hollow of his heart. 
1786 Burns Scotch Drink 57 O rare! to see thee fizz an’ 
freath I’ th’ lugget caup. 1827 Prarp Red Fisherm. 213 
And the water fizzed as it tumbledin! 1839 Marryatr 
Diary Amer. Ser. 1. I, 286 Some black fellow.. brings out 
the leather hose. .and fizzes away with it till the stream has 
forced the dust into the gutter. 186x Hucurs Zom Brown 
at Oxf. v. (2889) 38 His host put the kettle on the fire. . 
and then, as it spluttered and fizzed, filled up the two 
tumblers. 

b. To move with a fizzing sound. 

1864 Reader 3 Dec. 707/2 The bluebottle..fizzes fussily 
into some poor man’s cottage. 1880 Sir S, Lakeman What 
I saw in Kaffir-Land 48 Up and down the lines he used to 
fizz with his fat podgy legs. 

ec. trans. (causal.) 

1665 Corton Scarvon. Jin. 1v. 80 There will I stand with 
flaming taper, To Fizze thy tail instead of paper. 

Hence Fi'zzing vd, sb. 

1842 C. WuiTEHEAD &. Savage (1845) II. iv. 217 Such 
a roaring, and fizzing, and chuckling. 1877 WRraxaLi 
Hugo's Misérables ww. xxv. 15 The children heard the 
phizzing of a match. 

Fizzen, var. of Fo1son. 

Fizzer (fi-zo1). [f. Fizz v. or sd. +-ER 1.] 

1. slang. Anything excellent or first-rate. 

1866 Lond. Misc. 19 May 235/2 If the mare was such a 
fizzer why did you sell her? 1889 BotprEwoop Roddery 
under Arms (1890) 318 That was a regular fizzer of a spree. 

=F zz 5b, 3; attrib., as fizzer-man, -brigade. 

1894 Westm. Gaz. 11 Sept. 3/2 1 may explain that the 
*fizzer-man’ is a species of camp-follower who. .takes every 
opportunity of disposing of his wares, consisting generally 
of sherbet-and-water. In hot weather Tommy Atkins 
patronises the fizzer brigade very largely. 

Fizzing (fi'zin), spl. a. [f. Fizz v. + -1NnG 2,] 

1. That fizzes. 

1841 S. C. Hart Jvedand I. 71 Endeavouring to divert the 
attention from the fizzing train. 1860 Sata Lady Chesterf, 
v. 76 He always associated that fizzing. .wine with Jacobin- 
ism. 1877 M. M. Grant Swn-maid viii, A shining salver 
bore a small fizzing urn. 

2. slang. First-rate, excellent ; chiefly quasi-adv. 

1885 Daily Tel. t Aug. 2/2 ‘She'll do fizzing’, remarked 
Mr. Menders, ‘to stick up at the end of the barrer.’ 

Fizzle (fi-z’l), sd. [f. next vb.] 

1, The action of breaking wind quietly. 

1598 Frorio, SJoffa, a fizzle, a fiste, a close farte. @ 1700 
B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fizzle, a little or low-sounding 
Fart. 1739 R. Buu tr. Dedekindus’*Grobianus 208 Now 
let a Fizzle steal in Silence forth. 1836-48 B. D, Watsu 
Aristoph. Knights u.iv, And then in court they poisoned 
one another with their fizzles. ; 

b. The action of hissing or sputtering. 

1842 Barua Jneold. Leg., Auto-da-F'é, Whose beards .. 
Are smoking, and curling, and all in a fizzle. 1852 Mrs. 
Stowe Uncle Tom’s C. xiii. 118 The chicken and ham had 
a cheerful and joyous fizzle in the pan. 

2. A failure or fiasco; U. S. college slang, a 
failure in recitation or examination. 

1846 Vale Banger 10 Nov. in Hall Coll. Words § Cust. 
(1851) 130 To get just one third of the meaning right con- 
stitutes a perfect fizzle. 1884 L’pool Daily Post 13 Sept. 5/7 
The affair will be a simple fizzle. , 

Fizzle (fiz), v. Also 6 fysel(1, 7 fisle. [f 
Frise: see -LE. Cf. also Fizz and FIsstz.] 

+1. zutr. To break wind without noise. Ods. 

¢ 1532 Dewss Introd. Fr. in Palsgr. 957 Uener to fysel. 
1601 Hotianp Pliny II. 286 As for Onopordon, they say if 
Asses eat thereof, they will fall a fizling and farting. 
171r EB, Warp Quix. I. 415 He gap’d and fizzl’d twice or 
thrice. 1739 R. Butt tr. Dedekindus’ Grobianus 268 To 
fart and fizzle in the Time of Need. ; 

b. quasi-¢rans. (with cognate obj.) 

1721 D’Urrry Two Queens Brentford Epil., I fizzle such 
small puffs of Wind. : 

2. intr. To make a hissing sound; to hiss or 


sputter (as a wet combustible, or a fire-work), 

1889 All Year Round No. 36, 222 The black oil fizzles. 
1881 Dazly News 7 Nov. 5/z Unambitious rockets which 
fizzle doggedly downwards. F 

3. fig. a. intr. (chiefly U.S. collog.) To fail, 
make a fiasco, come to a lame conclusion ; in U.S. 
college slang, to fail in a recitation or examination. 
Also, to fizsle out. . trans. U.S. college slang. 
To cause (a person) to fail in examination, or 


the like. : 

1847 Vale Banger 22 Oct. in Hall Coll. Words §& Cust. 
(1851) 130 My dignity is outraged at beholding those who 
fizzle and flunk in my presence tower above me. 1850 Yale 
Lit. Mag. XIII. 321 bid. 131 Fizzle him tenderly, Bore 
him with care. 1878 Cumbld. Gloss., Fizzle, to work busily 
but ineffectively. 1884 Melbourne Punch 4 Sept. 98/2 
Another of Mr. Mirams’ pet fads has fizzled ignominiously 
out. 1893 Sat. Rev. rx Nov. 538/2 A general recognition by 
the Chicagoans that their show had to some extent fizzled. 

Hence Fi'zzling vd/. sb. and pfi. a. 

1616 B, Jonson Devil an Ass V. iii, It is the easiest thing, 
Sir, to be done As plain as fizzling. 1638 Brome Antipodes 


FIZZLER. 


mu. iv, Fah on your passages, Your windy workings, and 
your fislings at The barre. 1758 Gray Left, Wks. 1884 II. 
368 That old fizzling Duke is coming here again. 1815 
tr. Paris Chit-Chat (1816) II. 22 The fizzling of the bacon 
she was frying. 1893 A. Watters Lotos Eater vii. 157 The 
more complicated set pieces..lay in a fizzling, sputtering, 
snorting heap. 

Fizzle, var. of FISsLe. 

+ Fizzler. Ods. [f. prec. + -ER1.] One who 
fizzles or breaks wind without noise. 

1582 J7S, Cott. App, xlvii. (Fenton’s Voyage) f. 36 A 
fyzeler. x61rx Cotcr., Venneur, a fizzler, or fyster. . 

Fizzy (fi:zi) a. vare—' [f. Fizzv. + -¥*]. Given 
to fizz. In quot. fg. 

1855 Sat. Rev. 17 Nov. 45/2 It is a very good article, this 
rollicking, noisy, fizzy letter. 

|| Fjeld (fyeld). [a. Norw. field:—ON. fiall: see 
FEL sé,] An elevated rocky plateau, almost de- 
void of vegetation. 

1860 Gosse Rom. Nat. Hist. 51 The wildest and most 
barren of those snowy fjelds. 1882 Three in Norway vii. 
53 We rambled on across the fjeld, 

Fjord, var. of Frorp. 

Fla, var. of Fuo, Ods., an arrow. 

Fla, obs. form of Fuaw sé.', Fuay, FLEA. 

Flab (fleb), sd. dial. Also flap. [f. onomato- 
peeic stem //aé, expressing the notion of something 
thick and broad; cf. flap, dab, slab.] (See quot. 
1825). 

218.. Receipts in Cookery 45 (Jam. Suppl. 1825) To make 
Catchup. Gather your large flabs, cut off the roet ends, 
and take off the rough skins; knock them to pieces; and 
put them in an earthen jar [etc.] @ 1825 Forsy Voc. 2. 
Anglia, Flaps pl. large broad mushrooms. 

+ Flab, v. Ods. [Onomatopceic; cf. Fuar v.] 
trans. To flap (the wings). 

1765 Girton Compl. Pigeon-fancier 107 The smiter.. has 
a particular manner of falling and flabbing its wings. 

+ Fla‘bberdega:sky, v. Obs. nonce-wd. [var. 
of FLABBERGAST v. 

1822 New Monthly Mag. IV. 37 I lay like a log, Quite 
flabber-de-gasky’d, as sick as a dog ! 

Fla'bbergast, sd. ?Sc. vare. [f. next; for 
the sense cf. ‘ flabrigast to gasconade. Perthshire’ 
(Jam.).] Bombast. 

1831 Fraser's Mag. IV. 161 The‘ Asiatic style of oratory’ 
with. .its meretricious flabbergast,—its diluvial verbiage. 

Flabbergast (flz‘baigast), v. collog. Also 8 
flaba-, 9 flaber-. [First mentioned in 1772 asa 
new piece of fashionable slang; possibly of dialectal 
origin ; Moor 1823 records it as a Suffolk word, 
and Jamieson, Szpp/. 1825, has flabrigast to gas- 
conade, flabrigastzt worn out with exertion, as used 
in Perthshire. The formation is unknown; it is 
plausibly conjectured that the word is an arbitrary 
invention suggested by FuasBBy or Fuap and 
AGHAST. ] 

trans. To put (a person) in such confusion that 
he does not for the moment know what to do or 
say ; to astonish utterly, to confound. 

1772 Ann. Reg. u. 191 On New Words, Now we are 
Jlabbergasted and bored from morning to night. x80r 
Mar. EpGewortu Axgelina iv. (1832) 77 They quite flab- 
bergasted me. 1840 Disraett x5 July in Corr. w. Sister 
(1886) 158 My facts flabbergasted him. 1878 Moztry Zss. 
Hist. §& Theol. 1, 89 It perfectly flabbergasted the Commons. 

Hence Fla:bbergasta‘tion, the action of flabber- 
gasting; the state of being flabbergasted. 

1856 Punch 13 Dec. XX XI. 240/1 We scarcely remember 


to have ever seen any respectable party in a greater state 
of flabbergastation. 


Flabbiness (fle'binés). [f. next + -NESs.] 
The state or condition of being flabby, flaccidity, 

1727 Baitey vol, II, //addiness, limberness with Moisture, 
Staleness, &c. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat, Hist. (1776) II. 197 
The fat, and the flabbiness of that, seems to give an appear- 
ance of softness. 1834 Brit. Husé. I, 140 A certain want of 
spirit and flabbiness of flesh. 1856 G. MerepitH Shav, 
Shagpat 370 The lion came trundling along in utter flabbi- 
ness, raising not his head. 

Inimmaterial things; Want of vigour, feeble- 
ness, laxness, slackness. 

1883 Solicitor’s Frnl. 24 Nov. 63/1 The practice of the 
courts..has..tended to establish a general vagueness and 
flabbiness. 1889 H. F. Woop Englishman of Rue Cain i, 
Weakness of character, or flabbiness of intellect. 

Flabby (fbi), 2. [An onomatopceic modifi- 
cation of the earlier FLaAppy; the voiced ending 
in #lab- as compared with flag- gives to the syllable 
a feebler effect suited to the meaning. Cf. Du. 
filabberen (of a breeze) to flutter; Sw. dial. abd 
the hanging underlip of an animal. With sense 2 
ef, slabby.]} 

1. Hanging loose by its own weight, yielding to 
the touch and easily moved or shaken, flaccid, limp, 
soft ; said chiefly of or with respect to flesh. 

(1598, see Frarpy.] 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. ut. 780 
His flabby Flanks decrease. 1740 E. Baynarp Health 
(ed. 6) 10 Loose and flabby, wrinkled skin. 1732 H. WALPOLE 
Corr, (1837) I. 163 The town is empty, nothing in it but 
flabby mackerel, 1766 SmMottetr 7vav. 165 Ducks..very 
fat and arg 6 1813 J. THomson Lect. Jnflam. 545 Her 
tongue had become yellow, swollen, and flabby. 1858 
Hottanp 7itcomb's Lett. vi. 58 Their muscles are flabby. 


1865 Dickens Mut, Fr. ut, iii, This flabby lump of 
mortality. 
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2. Of language, character, etc.: Weak, wanting 
‘ back-bone’ ; nerveless, feeble. 

1791 Boswett Life Yohnsor (1831) IV. 356 xote, Garrick, 
after listening to him for a while .. turned slily to a friend, 
and whispered him, ‘What say you to this?—eh? Flabby, 
I think,’ 1855 Sat. Rev. 10 Nov. 35/2 Flabby hebdomadal 
drivel. 1861 /ézd. 14 Dec. 596 The flabby talk of people who 
are expressly told to keep their minds clear of all knowledge 
of the principles which it involves. 1864 CarLyLe Fredk. 
Gt. 1V. xu, viii. 181 An indolent flabby kind of creature. 
1880 Standard 22 Dec., Flabby logic like this. 

3. Damp, clammy. 

c1780 M. Monsey Let. to Mrs. Montague in J. C. 
Jeaffreson B&. about Doctors II. 87 How do you stand this 
flabby weather? 1849 Dickens Dav. Copp. (C. D. ed.) 157 
There was a flabby perspiration on the walls. 

Hence Fla‘bbily adv., in a flabby manner. 

1846 Worcester /Vladbdily, in a flabby manner. 1856 
G. Merepitu Shav. Shagpat 325 His tawny skin hung 
flabbily and his jaw drooped. 

+ Flabel, sd. Ods. Also 6 flable. [ad. L. 
Jiabell-um fan, dim. of *flabrum, pl. flabra gusts 
of wind, f. fare to blow.] a. A fan. b. Lntom., 
in grasshoppers (see quot. 1658). 

1552 Hutoet, Flable and fanne zdem. 1570 Levins 
Manip. 56 A Flabel, fabellum. 1628 VENNER Zodacco 
(1650) 402 The lungs which are the flabel of the heart. 
1658 RowLanp Moufet’s Theat, Ins. 992 They [Grashop- 
pers] sing not with their mouth..but by the reverberation 
of a little membrane under the flabells; (so they call those 
two coverings behinde the hinder thighs cleaving to the 
belly), 1656-8x Brounr Glossogy., Mlabel, a Fan. 


+ Flabel, v. Ods. vare—*. [f. prec. sb. Cf. 
OF. flabeller, ad. late L. flabellare.| trans. To fan. 

1653 Urqunart Rabelais 1. xxxix. 176 It is continually 
flabbell’d [=F r. éventé], blown upon, and aired by the 
north winds. 

Flabellate (flabe'lét), a. Bot. and Zool. [f. 
L. flabell-um (see FLABEL) +-ATE?.] Like a fan 
in form, fan-shaped. 

1819 G, SAMOUELLE Extomzol. Conipend. 197 Rhipiphorus.. 
antenne pectinated or flabellate. 1853 G. Jonnston JVat. 
Hist. E. Bord. 1. 214 The branchlets. .of the Elms [are] 
alternate zigzag, and flabellate. 1856 W. CLarK Van der 
Hoeven's Zool. 1. 235 Branchiz two flabellate. 

Flabellation (flebéld:fan). Swrg. [a. F. fla- 
bellation, n. of action f. L. flabellare to fan, f. fla- 
bellum fan.] The action of fanning. 

1658-78 Puitiips, (labellation a fanning with a Fla- 
ble or fan. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Flabellation the act of 
fanning, employed to keep injured parts and the dressings 
covering them cool. 

Flabe'lli-. combining form of L. flabellum 
fan, used to indicate a fan-like form or arrange- 
ment, as in flabellifoliate, flabellinerved adjs. 

1880 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. § 4. 92 Flabellinerved, where 
straight nerves and ribs radiate from the apex of the petiole, 
as in Fan-palms. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Plabellifoliate having 
leaves which fold like a fan, as those of Oxalis acetosella, 

Flabelliform (flabe'liffim), a. Bot. and Zool. 
[f. L. flabell-um fan + -(1)FoRM.] Having the form 
of a fan, fan-like. 

1777 Miter in PAz?. Trans. LXVIII. 179 A palm with 
flabelliform leaves. 1828 Stark Elem, Nat. Hist. 11. 295 
Antenne flabelliform or pectinated. 186 Huxme tr. Jo. 


guin-Tandon 1. vu. 408 They have an anterior flabelliform 
filament. 1880 C, & F. Darwin Movem, Pl. 206 The 
branches are flat, or flabelljform. 

|| Flabellum (flabe'l#m), Pl. flabella (erro- 
neously -i), [L. /labellum fan: see FLABEL sd.] 

1. A fan; applied esf. to a fan carried in reli- 
gious ceremonies. 

1875 Maskett Jvories 91 The bishop’s pastoral staff, 
again, has not dropped out of use like..the flabellum. 1889 


C.D. Bett Winter on Nile xvi. 154 Officers wave round 
the shrine flabella and fans. 


2. Sczence. A fan-shaped part of anything. 
1867 J. Hoce Jficrose. 1. i. 270 The frond consists of 
olive-coloured irregularly-divided flabelli. 


+ Flaber, a. Obs. rare, [Cf Fas 50,] ?= 
FLABERKIN, 

1687 Mrs. Benn Lucky Chance u. i, There’s no other way 
of quenching the fire in her flaber chops. é 

+ Fla‘bergu:dgion, fla:bergu'llion. ds. 
[The assonance of these forms with CLAPPERDUD- 
GEON, SLUBBERDEGULLION (also s/adbber-), and the 
similarity of sense, suggest that they may either 
be variants of one word, or at least belong to the 
same group of experiments in the invention of 
grotesque words.] (See quots.) 

1611 Corcr., Baligaut, an unweldie lubber .. mishapen 
lowt, ill fauoured flabergullion. Jd/d., Trainguenailles, 
scoundrells, r: yaar base rascalls, flabergudgions. 1677 
Misce £ug-Fr. Dict., Flabergullion or (rather) Slaber- 
degullion, 2 sot, un tmipertinent. 

+Fla‘berkin, a. Ods. vare—1. [? f. FLABER 
(recorded later, but perh. in dial. use) + -K1N.] 
Puffed out, puffy. 

1592 Nasur P, Penilesse (ed. 2) 2a, Nature hath left him 
a flaberkin face, like one of the foure winds. 

+ Flabile, a. Obs. rave. [ad. L. flabil-zs, f. 
flare to blow.] Of musical instruments: Played 
upon by blowing; wind-. Also ¢ransf. 

1727 Batey vol. II, adie, easily blown. 1728 R. Nortu 
Mem. Musick (x846) 24 These [instruments] were either 
flabile or nervous; the former were either trumpets (¢xéa), 
tibia, or fistula, and the other divers sorts of harps. Jdzd. 
78 As for .. mercenary musick, it was cheifly flabile. 





FLACK. 


Flabotomye, obs. form of PHLEBOTOMY. 


+ Flaccescency. Obs. vare—*.  [f. L. 
Jiaccescent-em, pr. pple. of flaccescére to wither, f. 
Jiaccére to be flabby, f. flaccus flabby: see -ENCY.] 
The quality of becoming flaccid. 

1664 Power Ex. Philos. u. 117 The reason of its flacces- 
cency, upon admission of external Ayr, is, because [etc.]. 
1721-1800 in BAILEY. — 

Flaccid (flz‘ksid), a. Also 7 flaccide, (8 
flacid). [a. F. flacctde (Cotgr.), ad. L. flaccidus, f. 
Jiaccus flabby.] 

1. Wanting in stiffness, hanging or lying loose or 
in wrinkles; limber, limp; flabby. Chiefly of 
flesh and similar structures ; rarely of a person. 

1620 VENNER Via Recta v. 87 The one it maketh flaccide, 
and the other subiect to putrefaction. 1660 BoyLE Mew 
Exp. Phys. Mech. iv. 46 The sides of the Bladder grew 
flaccid. 1704 F. Futter Med. Gymm. (1711) 32 Yet are 
the Muscles not Flaccid, but Tense and Firm. 1751 JoHN- 
son Rambler No. 117 ® 8 The flaccid sides of a football. 
1848 THackErAy Bk. Snobs Wks. 1X. 385 His double chin 
over his flaccid whitey-brown shirt collar. 1848 — Van. 
Fair \xi, The flaccid children within. 1879 Froupr Czsar 
xv. 234 His hair moist, his eyes heavy, his cheeks flaccid. 

b. Of vegetable organs and tissues: Bending 
without elasticity, also, relaxed from want of 
moisture ; drooping. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 493 The part, against which the Sun 
beateth, waxeth more faint and flaccide in the Stalk, and 
thereby less able to support the Flower. 1776 WITHERING 
Brit. Plants (1796) 11. 233 Stem flaccid, rough with strong 
hairs. 18783 Darwin /usectiv. Pl. ix, 226 The leaf being 
flaccid and apparently dead. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 675 
The current of water also ceases as soon as the tissues 
which have become somewhat flaccid are again turgescent. 

2. Of immaterial things: Wanting vigour and 
nervous energy, limp, feeble. 

1647 H. More Song of Soul u. i. 1. xli, What’s dull or 
flaccid, nought illustrative. 1855 TENNyson MJazd 1. i. 20 
A scheme that had left us flaccid and drain’d. 1875 
Farrar Szlence & V. viii. t40 It is because his resolutions 
have been feeble, and his purposes flaccid. : 

Hence Fla‘ccidly adv., in a flaccid manner; 
Fla‘ccidness, the state of being flaccid, flaccidity. 

1727 Battey vol. Il, Placcidness, 1847 Craic, Flaccidly. 
1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 238 The flaccidness of 
the tissues. 1883 Miss Broucuton Belinda I. 1. xii. 218 
Belinda has thrown herself flaccidly into a chair. 

Flaccidity (fleksi-diti). [f. Fuaccrp a. + -1Ty. 
Cf. F. flaccidité.] 

1. The quality or condition of being flaccid ; 
want of stiffness or tension, limpness, looseness. 

1676 WISEMAN Szrgery V1. ii. 444 There is neither Fluxion 
nor Pain, but Flaccidity joyned with an Insensibility. 1725 
Cueyne £ss, Health vii.173 The Viscidity of the Juices and 
the Flaccidity of the Fibres, would.. be removed. 1800 
Younc in Phil., Trans. XCI. 62 The flaccidity of the eye 
after death. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 689 So long as no 
actually perceptible amount of flaccidity, ze. of withering 
..takes place. ; F 

b. Of immaterial things; Want of firmness and 
vigour ; limpness, flabbiness. 

1778 Be. Lowry J/saiah, Dissert. liii, The Prophet would 
express the drowsiness and flaccidity .. of his countrymen. 
1806-7 J. Breresrorp Miseries Hum. Life u. xvi, The 
flaccidity of mind with which you [etc.]. 1875 Licut- 
Foot Comm. Col. (ed. 2) 124 A vagueness, a flaccidity, of 
conception betrays itself in their language. : 

2. Used to render It. flacctdezza, Fr. flacherie: 
A disease of silkworms., 

18.. Rivey Szlk-Culture 36 (Cent. Dict.) The worms are 
attacked by flaccidity. 

Flacco(u)n, obs. Sc. form of FLagon, 

Flache, obs. form of FLasu. 

|| Placherie (flafarz). [F. facherze (Littré Supp.) 
a disease of silkworms.] = FLAcCIDITY 2. 

1885 Lapy Craup Hamicton tr. Life Pasteur 152 
A characteristic specimen of the disease called morts- 
flats or flacherie, 1888 E. A. Butter Si/kworms y. 71 It 
is possible for flacherie to become hereditary, 

Flachet, var. of FLATcHET, Ods. 

Flacian (fléi-fian), a. and sb. Zccl. Hist. Also 
6 Flaceian. [f. //acz-ws+-an.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to Flacius Illyricus, a 
Protestant divine of the 16th c., who opposed the 
adiaphorist views advocated by Melanchthon. B. 
sb. A follower of Flacius Illyricus; an anti- 
Adiaphorist. Hence Fla‘cianism, the doctrine 
or principles of Flacius Illyricus and his followers ; 
Fla‘cianist = FLACIAN sd. 

1565 T. StarLeton Forty. Faith 146 Thus write the Flac- 
cians and zelous Lutherans. 1619 Brent tr. Savpz’s Counce. 
Trent v1. (1629) 527 Whole Parishes of Lutherans, Zuing- 
lians, Flacians, Anabaptists. 1847 F. Pranpr tr. Cantu's 
Ref. Europe 1. 98 Hence arose the heresy of the Flacians 
or substantialists. 1872 Suiptey, etc. Gloss. Eccl. Terms 
s.v. Adiaphoristic Controversy, His [Melanchthon’s] sup- 
porters were called Philippists ; his opponents, Flacianists. 


1882-3 Scuarr Encycl. Relig. Knowl, 11. 1827 Pure Luther- 
anism, free from all Flacian extravagances. 


Flack (flek), sd. dial. [echoic ; cf. F. flac in 
same sense.] A blow, slap, or stroke. 
1823 Moor Suffolk Words, Flack, a blow. ax1825 Forsy 


Voc. E. Anglia, Flack, a blow, particularly with something 
loose and pliant. 


Flack (flek), v. Obs. exc. dial. [ME. flacken, of 
onomatopceic formation=MDu. v/acken (Kilian), 
Icel. faka to flap, hang loose.] 


FLACKER. 


1. intr. To flap, flutter; to flap the wings; to 
throb, palpitate. 

1393 Gower Coz. III. 315 Her herte. .[began] to flacke 
and bete. 1567 Maret Gr. Forest 71 The Crow. .flieth and 
flacketh about his eies and face. 1788 W. Marsuaty Vorksh, 
Gloss., lack, to flicker as a bird; to throb as a wound, 
1876 Mid. Yorksh. Gloss., Flack, to pulsate heavily. 

. To hang loosely. dal. 

@ 1825 Forsy in Voc. E. Anglia. 1847 in HALuiweEL. 

3. trans. To move or shake intermittently; to 
flap, flick; also, to flap or flick w2th (something). 
(Connoting a clumsier instrument and a ‘ flatter’ 
blow than /Zzck.) 

1751 R. Patrock P. Wilkins (1884) I. xii. 137, I observed 
it..frequently flacking its short tail. 1819 AZetrofolis I. 58 
He now flacked his boot with a silk handkerchief. 1859 
Sara Gas-light §& D. xxxiii. 385 Flacking his horsewhip. 
1870 Daily Tel. 20 Aug. 3 Flacking his cloak in the eyes of 
a huge bull. 

4. Agric. To beat with a flail; also to rake (hay). 

1744-50 W. Exuis Mod. Husbandm. V1. iii. 71 They. . flack 
the Heap of Corn not only once as it lies, but they turn it, 
and thrash it again and again. 1891 Rutland Gloss., Flack 
iz, to rake hay in a long row. 

Hence Fla‘cking wv0/. sb., the action of the vb. 

1844 Zoologist II, 500 The flight was quite distinct from 
the ‘flacking along the water’ of which Mr. Parsons 


speaks. 

Flacker (fle ker), v. Obs. exc. dial. [ME. 
Jlakeren (possibly repr. OE. *flacorian; cf. flacor 
adj., flying, fluttering, and /corian FLICKER v.), 
corresponding to MDu. flackeren, ON. fipkra to 
flutter (Da. flagre), MHG. wlackern (mod.G. 
Jlackern) to flicker; a frequentative f. the onomato- 
poeic stem flak-: see FLACK v. 

The OHG. /lagorén, Flemish vlaggheren (Kilian) to 
flutter, may be compared as parallel onomatopceic for- 
mations.] 

1. intr. To flap, flutter, throb; esp. of birds, to 
flap the wings, to fly flutteringly. In mod. dial. 
also trans. To flap (the wings) (Whztby Gloss.). 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 1410 Foles in foler flakerande 
bitwene. 1535 CoverRDALE /sa. vi. 2 From aboue flakred 
the Seraphins. 1631 R. H. Arvvaignm. Whole Creature 
xviii. 32t As two Birds, that are flackering, and flying at 
the two ends of a threed. 1785 [Hutton] Bran New Wark 
75 (E.D.S.) How strangely the mind of man flackers and 
flounces? 1877 Holderness Gloss. s.v., ‘Ther was a lot 0° 
bods altegither, an didn’t they flacker, mun, when Ah let 
gun off amang em?’ 

+2. =FuArTer v. Obs. rare—1, (Perh. a corrupt 
reading; cf. however the similar sense of 
FLICKER 2.). 

ax225 Ancr. R. 222 Men.. bet flakered [v.~ faltred, 
flattered] hire of freolac. 

Hence Fla‘ckering v0/. sb. and ffi. a. 

€ 1440 Gesta Rom, xxvi. 100 (Harl. MS.) pe Faucon seynge 
this, makethe a flakeryng with his wynges. 1565 GoLDING 
Ovid's Met. vu. (1593) 192 Within the compasse of this 


pond great store of osiers grew..and flackring flags. 1855 
Ropinson Whitby Gloss., A flackering at the heart. 
Flacket (fle 'két), sd.1 Ods. exc. dial, Forms: 


4-5 flacked, 4-6 flak(k)et(t(e, flag(g)et(te, (5 
flagot), 5-7 flackett, (4 flackette), 6 Sc. flacat, 
6- flacket. [a. ONF. *flaguet, flasquet (=Cen- 
tral OF. flaschet, flachet), dim. of flasgue (flache, 
Jiasche): see FLASK sb. and -ET.] 

A flask, bottle, or vessel; now applied in dial. 
use to a barrel-shaped vessel for holding liquor. 

1320 Six Beues 1298 Bred & flesc out of his male And of 
his flaketes win & ale. c1350 Will. Palerne 1893 Pe 
flagetes he let falle. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IIT. 17 
A flakett ful of manis blood. 1465 Mann. §& Househ. Exp. 
490 My master payd fore a flaket of sylver, xx. s. 1539 
Bite (Great) 1 Sav. xvi. 20 Isai toke an asse laden with 
breed, and a flacket of wyne, 1673 Defos. Cast. York 
(Surtees) 196 She gott a flackett of ale. 1753 MairLanp 
Hist. Edin. 1. iti. 37 Two Flackets of eight pounds weight. 

+ Fla‘cket, 53.2 Ods. rare. [?¢f. next vb.] A 
bunch (of hair), Cf. Fracear. 

1s99 Haxcuyt Voy. I. 1.113 Sixe goodly yong ladies .. 
had vpon their heads caps of Goldsmiths worke, hauing 
great flackets of haire, hanging out on each side. 

Flacket (flekét), v. dzal. [freq. of Fuackz.; cf. 
ON. jipkta of same meaning.] zuztr. To flap about. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words s.v., Womens ribbons or loose 
geer are said to ‘ Flacketabout’. It is more expressive than 

Slap .. A dressy loose woman would have the former word 
figuratively applied to her ‘She'll go flacketen about’, 

Flackoun, flacon, obs. forms of FLAGON. 

|| Flacon (flakon). [F. flacon; the word was 
adopted in wider sense in ME. ; see Fuacon.] A 
small stoppered bottle; esp, a scent-bottle or 
smelling-bottle. 

1824 Scotr Redgauntlet Let. xii, The exercise of the fan, 
the acon and the other duties of the Cavaliere Serviente. 
1841 Lapy Bressincton 7dler in France 1. 251 A flacon 
of rock crystal. 1872 Loner. in Lzfé (1891) III. 208 An 
oblong ebony tray, with two glass /7acons for the ink. 

Flae, Sc. form of FLEA. 

Flael(le, obs. form of Fratt. 

Plaff (fleef), 5d. Chiefly Sc. [cf. next vb.] A 
flutter or flapping of the wings; also, a puff, gust. 

1827 Witson Noct. Amébr. (1855) I. 277 The snow was 
-. giving them sair flaffs and dads on their faces. 1827 
W. Tennant Papistry Storm’d 25 He..gave his wings a 
flaff. 1833 M. Scorr Tom Cringle xviii. 509 Merely helping 
themselves over the top by a small flaff of their wings, 
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1834 — Cruise Midge (1836) I. ii. 50 When with a flaff and 
a rustling brush through the topmost leaves he [the owl] 
came down. 1894 Crockett Raiders 301 A flaf o’ wind. 

Plaff (flef), v. Sc. [onomatopeeic ; cf. Fuap.] 

1. intr. To flap, make a flapping; to flutter. Of 
the lungs or heart : To pant or throb. 

1513 Dovuctas Aves xu. xiii. 175 This vengeabill wraik 
-. Evyn in the face .. of Turnus Can fle and flaf. 1786 
Burns Addr. of Beelzebub 47 ¥laffan wi’ duds .. Frightin’ 
awa your deucks an’ geese [etc.]. 1815 G. Beatriz Yohn 
0 Arnh@ in Life (1863) 252 The watchfu’ mate flaff’d i’ 
the gale Wi’ eerie screech, 1880 Antrim § Down Gloss., 
flaff, to flutter or flap. 

2. trans. To flap (the wings). 

1827 W. Tennant Papistry Storm’d 5 Thou .. flaff’d thy 
wings, and in a crack Flew frae th’ unsicker stance ! 

Hence Fla‘ffing v0/. sb. and ffi. a. 

1513 Douctas xe?s x. vii. 63 All the blayd, vp to the 
hylt and hand, Amyd hys flaffand longis [i tumido pul- 
mone| hyd hes he, 1584 Hupson Du Bartas’ Fudith 708 
A thousand flaffing flags. 1833 Moir Mansie Wauch xii. 
79 A severe shaking of the knees and a flaffing of the heart. 

Flaffer (fle-fox), v. north. dial. [f. Fuarr v. 
+-ER5,] zz¢r. To move with a rustling motion ; 
to flutter. Also with out. 

gs Colin Clout in Aitken Scott. Song 189 Mony a birdie 
.. Flaffered briskly roun about. 1863 Rosson Bards of 
Tyne 342 Oft fra its nest..It flaffer’d out at neets, man, 

Flafte, obs. var. of FLaucut sé1, 

Plag (fleg), sd.1 Also 4-7 flage(e, (5 flegge). 
[Of obscure origin; cf. Du. flag, occurring in 
Bible 1637, /od viii. 11 margin (the Eng. Bible 
has the same word in this passage), also mod.Da. 

Jleg (in Dansk Ordb. 1802, but not found in MDa., 
which has fw, flede in the same sense). ] 

1. One of various endogenous plants, with a bladed 
or ensiform leaf, mostly growing in moist places. 
Now regarded as properly denoting a member of 
the genus /7zs (esp. Z, pseudacorus) but sometimes 
(as in early use) applied to any reed or rush. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 157 Pere herdes fond 
hym among mory flagges and sprayes, and sente hym to 
Silla. c1440 Promp. Parv. 165 Flegge, infra in S. idem 
guod Sedge. a1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. 
(1546) Q, The drye flaxe will brenne in the fyre, and the 
grene flagge smoke in the flame. 1563 B. Goocr Hglogs 
viii. (Arb.) 64 He that once preserued in Flags, the sely 
suckyng Chylde. 1624 Carr. Smitu Virginia . 26 The 
chiefe root they haue for food .. groweth like a flagge in 
Marishes, 1763 Cuurcuitt, Dzellist 1, On Lethe’s Stream, 
like flags, to rot. 1842 Guide to Trade, Cooper 74 A flag 
or rush should be put round the groove. 1873 G. C. Davies 
Mount. §& Mere ii. 6 Gazing with a feeling akin to awe at 
..the tall rushes and flags. } 

b. With words indicating the species, as garden 
flag (/ris germanica); sweet smelling flag, 
spicewort (Acorus Calamus) ; water flag, yellow 
flag (ris pseudacorus). Also CoRN-FLAG. 

c1sso Lioyp Treas.:-Health (1585) Eivb, The ioyce of 
yeolowe flagge put into thine eare is of the same operation. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens 11. xxxv. 193 That kinde [of Iris] whose 
flower is purple and blewe is called .. of some .. garden 
flagges. 1580 Baret A/v. F 639 The water Flagge, or 
the yellowe wild Iris. 1640 Parkinson 7heat, Bot. 1. xlviii. 
139 The sweet smelling Flagge. 1831 J. Davies Manual 
Mat, Med. 373 The American Blue Flag, /72s versicolor. 

e. In £7. or collect. sing. A kind of coarse grass. 

1877 HoLinsHED Chron. I. 185 The hay of our low mea- 
dows is .. also more rooty, foggy and full of flags. 1639 
Horn & Ros. Gate Lang, Unl. xxxii, Arable ground being 
..cleared from the roots of the flag, 1847 HaLtiweLt, 
Flag ..also applied to the small pieces of coarse grass 
common in some meadows. 1878-86 Britten & HoLLanp 
Plant-n., Flag (3)..Probably Azra cespitosa L. 

4d. Used for Auaa. Oés. 

1778 Mitne Bot. Dict., Algz, Flags. 1807 J. E, Smiru 
Phys. Bot. 402 Alge, Flags, whose herb is likewise a frond. 


2. The blade or long slender leaf of a plant, e. g. 


of Zrzs and of cereals. 

1878 Lyre Dodoens 11. xxxv.193 The narrow leaved Ireos, 
his flagges be long and narrowe. 1599 T. M[ourer] S7/k- 
qworntes 34 Sweetest Iris beareth shortest flagges. 1750 
W. Ex.is Mod. Husbandm. 11. i. 38 This Oat has not only 
a strong large Stalk and Ear to nourish, but also a broad 
Flag besides. 1850 Bromrietp in Phytologist III. 1006 
The green leaves [of Typha latifolia]..are used..for mats, 
chair-bottoms and basket-work, under the name of flags. 
1880 Jerreries Gt, Estate 8 The wheat was then showing 
a beautiful flag. 

+3. ?=/flag-basket. Obs. 

1640 in Entick London (1766) II. 182 For every twenty 
sugar flags. 18x12 J. SmytH Pract. of Customs (1821) 23 
Annotto, Package tared, and 6 per Cent. allowed for Flags. 


4. attrib. and Comb. as flag-bed, -flower; flag- 
bottomed, -fenced, + -shaggy adjs. Also flag-basket 
dial., a basket made of reeds, chiefly used by work- 
men for carrying their tools; ? flag-broom (see 
Fac sé.2 5); flag-leaf, an iris; flag-reed (see 
quot.); flag-worm, a worm found in the roots of 


flags and used by anglers. 

1859 Gro. Exior A. Bede 262 Emptying his tools out of 
the *flag-basket. 1656 Trapp Comm. Eph. vi. 4 Like Moses 
in the *flag-bed. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xxviil. 96 
Furniture, including a dozen *flag-bottomed chairs. 1878 
Smives Robt. Dick vii. 79 Beyond them the *flag-fenced fields 
in the distance. 1753 CHaMBERs Cyc/. Supp., */lag-lower. 
See /yis. 1801 SourHey Thalaba x1. xxxiv, The flag-flower 
blossom’d on its side. 1827 CLarE Sheph, Cal. 53 Mint and 
*flagleaf, swording high Their blooms to the unthinking 
eye. 1833 Sturt S. Anstvalia II. vii, 181 The reeds are the 











FLAG. 


broad *flag-reed (arundo phragmatis). 1603 SyLVESTER 
Du Bartas ui, iii. w. Captains 123 Th’ agéd Floud. . pensive 
leaning his *flag-shaggie head Upon a Tuft. 1653 WALTON 
Angler 178 He will also in the three hot months. . bite at a 
*Flag-worm, or ata green Gentle. 1787 Best Angling (ed. 2) 
19 Flag-worms, or Dock-worms. Found among flags, 

Flag (fleg), 5J.2 Also 5, 7 flage(e. ([Cf. 
Icel. flag neut. the spot where a turf has been cut 
out, ON. flaga wk. fem. slab of stone (cogn. with 
Fay v.); these appear in Eng. as Fuaw sé.1, but 
some dialects have app. retained -ag- in adoption 
of ON. words. Cf. also Fuake 56.2, FLaucutl,]. 

1. A piece cut out of or pared off the sward; 
a turf, sod. Also collect. Now dial. (EL. Anglian). 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 16 Flagge of be erthe .. terricidiname. 
1633 P. FLtetcuer Purple Js/. vu. lvi. 120 Upon his shield 
an heap of fennie mire In flagges and turfs. . Did smoth’ring 
lie, not burn. 1691 Ray S. § Z. C. Words (E. D. S.), 
Flags, the surface of the earth, which they pare off to burn; 
the upper turf. Worf. 1847 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. VIII. 1. 
306 ‘Lhe flags are burnt in small heaps. /dzd. Ser. u. III. 
11. 659 Covered with grass flag, cut 3 inches thick, 

b. The slice of earth turned over by the plough- 
share; also, the ground thus made ready for sowing. 
dial. (E. Anglian) only. 

1787 Marsuatt £. Norvf. Words (E.D.S.), Flag, the 
furrow turned. 1795 Annals Agric. XXIII. 27 To dibble 
beans, one row on each flag. 1800 7vans. Soc. Encourag. 
Arts XVIII. 109 The plough .. turned over a flag of nine 
inches. 1823 Moor Suffolk Words, Flag .. the portion of 
clover land turned at once by the plough. a@1825 Forsy 
Voc. E, Anglia, Flag 2, The surface of a clover lay of the 
second year, turned up by the plough. The wheat for the 
next year’s crop is dibbled into the fag. 1845 Frv/. R. 
Agric. Soc. V. 11. 340 Nothing rose to cover the ground 
after the first mowing, so as to make a flag for the wheat. 

2. A flat slab of any fine-grained rock which may 
be split into flagstones ; a flagstone. 

1604 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 282 A cesse of iijd. the pound 
shalbe levied for the winninge of flaggs. 1658 in Picton 
L’ pool Munic. Rec. (1883) 1. 188 That a new flagge be laid 
over the watercourse. 1774 Pennant Tour Scotl. in 1772, 
297 A stone chest formed of six flags. 1799 J. RoBERTSON 
Agric. Perth 34 The brown flags..were at one period used 

. in covering houses. 1839 E, D. CrarkE 7xrav. 33/1 ‘The 
new promenade. .is paved with large flags. 1871 TYNDALL 
Fragm. Sc. (1879) 1. xii. 308 With a hammer and chisel 
I can cleave them into flags. 

b. 2. A flagged foot-pavement. 

180z Mar. Epcewortu JMJoral T. (1816) I. xiii. 106 
Dancing dogs, that he was exhibiting upon the flags. 1850 
Croucn Dipsychus i. iv. 3 Shall I. .like the walking shoe- 
black roam the flags To see whose boots are dirtiest ? 

3. Salt-mining. ‘ A very hard kind of marl found 
near the first bed of rock salt’ (Chester Gloss. 1884). 

1883 Grestey Gloss. Coal Mining 1892 Cornhill Mag. 
Sept. 263 A shaft is sunk till the ‘ flag’ or ‘ bean metal ’ has 
been pierced. 

4. Glass-making, (see quot.). 

1883 CHANCE in Powell Principles Glass-making 111 These 
grate-roomis are sunk several feet below the level of the bed 
of the furnace, and are separated from each other by a 
portion of the bed, which is called the flag. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as flag-way ; flag-like adj. 
Also ?flag-broom (see quots. ; perh. belongs to 
Fuac 50.1) ; flag-harrow, a harrow for thoroughly 
breaking up the flag (sense 1b); flag-sandstone, 
sandstone that may be split into flags (sense 2). 


And FLAG-sTone. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. 150 The Leaves that make the brush 
part of the *Flag-brooms which are brought into England 

. are .. a small kind of Palmeto. 1755 Jounson, /Vag- 
broont, a broom for sweeping flags or pavements. .commonly 
made of birch-twigs, or of the leaves of the dwarf palm. 
1845 Jral. R. Agric. Soc. V. uw. 333 The land .. may be 
broken down by a *flag-harrow, called by some a crab- 
harrow. 1849 Murcuison Szluria vii. 125 These “flaglike 
strata, 1843 Porttock Geol. 505 The micaceous *flag 
sandstones of the old red are highly calcareous. 1800 in 
Spirit Public Frnls. (1801) IV. 263 The *flag-way is 
pleasant to saunter and idle. 1875 Le Fanu W70/. Die xix, 
116 He walked slowly up and down the silent flagway. 

Flag (fleg), sd.3 [perh. subst. use of FLAG a., 
though that is not recorded so early. Cf. Fac 
5b,2 1, 

1. a. Zl. The quill-feathers of a bird’s wing; in 
quot. 1486 the cubital or secondary feathers of 
a hawk’s wing. Also attrib. wb. (See quot.) 

a. 1486 Bk, St. Albans Bj, The federis at the wynges 
next the body be calde the flagg or the fagg federis. 1575 
Turserv. Fazlconrie 274 Otherwhile it chaunceth, through 
the hurte of a Hawkes wing, that one or twoo of hir Flagges 
.. are broosed. 1615 Tomxis Addumzazar u. iv, If I mue 
these Flagges of Yeomanry. 1635 Quartes Zyd/. 1. i. 
(1818) 138 Like as the haggard, cloister’d in her mew .. to 
renew Her broken flags. 1678 Ray Willughby's Ornith. 
84 The flag-feathers of the Wing [of the Kestrel] are in 
number twenty four. 1741 Cuambers Cyc. s. v. Feather, The 
vanes or webs in the flag part of the wing. 1858 W. CLark 
Van der Hoeven’s Zool, 11. 379 Wings acute, with flag- 
feathers often short. a 

1890 Coves Ornith. u. iii, 182 Crural feathers are). = 
sometimes long and flowing, as in the ‘flags’ of most 
hawks. 

2. pl. (See quot.) P 

1892 Simmonps Dict. Trade Suppl., Flags, a technical 
name for a variety Of quills. 

Flag (fleg), 50.4 Also 5-7 flagge. [A word 
found in all mod.Teut. langs., but app. first re- 
corded in Eng. ; cf. Da. fag (1569 in Kalkar), Sw. 


Jlagg, flagga (not in Soderwall AZSw. Dict.), Du. 
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FLAG. 


vlag (vlagghe in Kilian 1599), Ger. fagge (17th. ; 
also flacke). 

Whether the word originated in Eng., Du., or Scandi- 
navian, it may plausibly be supposed to be an onomatopceic 
formation, expressing the notion of something flapping in 
the wind; cf. Frack v., Frac vl, MDu. vlaggheren to 
flutter. If the word be of Eng. origin, there are other 
possibilities: it might be a transferred use of FLAG sé.1; 
or, if the primary sense were ‘square of cloth’ or the like, 
it might be the same word as appears in OE. /lacg ‘cata- 
plasma’ (Wr.-Wiilck. 386) and //age, recorded in 1139 as an 
Eng. name for a baby's garment (Du Canges.v.).] 

1. A piece of cloth or stuff (usually bunting), 
varying in size, colour, and device, but most fre- 
quently oblong or square, attached by one edge 
to a staff or to a halyard, used as a standard, 
ensign or signal, and also for decoration or 
display. 

For black, red, white, yellow flag, see the adjs. Bloody 
flag (Suaxs. K, Hen. V,1. ii. 101): cf. quot. 1724. 

[1481-90 Howard Househ, Bks. (Roxb.) 42, ij. stremers, 
standartes, and ij. fagges.] 1530 Patscr. 220/2 Flag or 
baner of a felde, guidon. 1595 SHAKS. Fon ul. i, 207 These 
flagges of France. .Haue hither march’d to your endamage- 
ment. 1612 W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. (Grosart) 47 Each 
Play-house aduanceth his flagge in the aire. 1676 DRYDEN 
Aurengz. v.i, In either’s Flag, the golden Serpents bear, 
Erected Crests alike. 1702 Royal Proclam. in Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3872/r Any other Flags, Jacks, Pendants or Ensigns. 
1724 R. Fatconer Voy. (1769) 118 They consented to hoist 
the bloody Flag, and neither to give or take Quarter. 
1783 W. THomson Watson's Philip ITT, v1. 442 The flag 
of rebellion is displayed throughout all Bohemia. 1834 M. 
Scorr Tom Cringle 304 Don’t cease firing, although his flag 
be down—it was none of his doing. 1840 Dickens Old C, 
Shop xix, Flags streamed from windows and house-tops. 


transf. and jig. 

1592 Suaks. Kom. & Ful. v. iii. 96 Beauties ensigne yet Is 
Crymson in thy lips.. And Deaths pale flag is not aduanced 
there. 1604 — O¢A. 1. i. 157, I must show out a Flag and 
signe of Loue. 1663 Sir G. Mackenzie Religious Stoic 
xx. (1685) 160 Who would not .. bow the flag of his private 
opinion to the commands of the Church. 1737 BrackEN 
Farriery Impr. (2756) 1. 351, I have often..been sorry to see 
a Flag of Horse-Soles hung out upon every silly Smith’s Door. 
1825 Hone Every-day Bk. 1. 1254 A white apron may be 
the ‘flag’ of the ‘ Licensed Victualler’s profession’, but it is 
not the barber's ‘flag’. 188x Miss Brappon AsfA, II. 318 
She .. ‘blushed celestial red’ .. her lover.. hung out a rosy 
flag on his own side. 

b. Hag (of truce): a white flag, carried by 
a messenger or hoisted on a vessel, to express a 
wish for parley with the enemy. Hence, the 
person or the ship dispatched with a flag of 
truce. 

1582 N. LicuEriecp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xiii. 98 
Then the enimies helde up a flagge. [M/argix] This flag 
was a sign and request of peace. 1627 Capt. SMITH Seaman's 
Gram, xiii. 62 They hang out a flag of truce. 1775 R. Mont- 
Gomery in Sparks Corr, Amer. Rev. (1853) 1. 495 Firing upon 
a flag of truce. 1779 T. Jerrerson Lez. Writ. 1893 II. 259 
A flag sails hence to-morrow..to negotiate the exchange of 
some prisoners, 1810 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. VI. 107 
He should fire upon all flags in future. 1842 CAMPBELL 
Napoleon §& Brit. Sailor 62 He gave the tar a piece of 
gold, And, with a flag of truce, commanded He should be 
shipp’d to England Old. 

¢. In various nautical phrases, as 70 give (deny, 
refuse, etc.) the honour of the flag: to make (or re- 
fuse) an acknowledgement of supremacy by striking 
the flag to another. Zo lower or strike one’s flag: 
to take it down, esp. in token of respect, sub- 
mission, or surrender. Zhe flag of defiance zs out 
(naut. slang) (see quot. 1700). 

1644 MAnwayrinc Sea-mans Dict. s.v. Flages, At sea to 
lower or strike ones Flagg in fight is a token of yeelding, but 
otherwise of great obedience and respect. 1673 Lp. SHAFTES- 
Bury Parl, Sp. in Collect. Poems 235 They came to that 
height of insolence, as to deny the Honour and right of the 
Flag. axzjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew s.v. Flagg .. The 
Flag of Defiance is out, (among the Tars) the Fellow’s Face 
is very Red, and he is Drunk. 1779 F. Hervey Naval 
Hfist. 11. 146 Firing upon a Dutch man of war who refused 
him the honour of the flag. 1802 WinpHam Sf. Definit. 
Treaty 13 May, Sp. (1812) III. 428 The notion that peace 
would hush up all our dangers had induced us to give up 
to Holland the honour of the flag. 188x Parcrave Visions 
Eng. 275 Above the war-thunder came shouting, as foe 
struck his flag after foe. 

2. NVaut. A flag carried by a flagship to indicate 
that an admiral is in command, an admiral’s em- 
blem of rank afloat. Hence, of the admiral, Zo 
hoist or strike one’s flag: to enter upon, or re- 
linquish command. 

1695 Lond. Gaz. No. 3088/4 A Squadron of Dutch Ships, 
whereof 3 carried Flags. 1697 Jéid. No. 3329/4 Sir George 
Rooke hoisted his Flag on Board the Defyance. 1707 
Ibid. No. 4390/3 This Morning he struck his Flag on board 
the Nassau. 1769-89 FaLconer Dict. Marine s.v. Admi- 
val, Admirals that have carried no flag. 1796 NELson in 
Nicolas Disp. II. 187 The Admiral thinks I shall be ordered 
to hoist my Flag here. 1809 Sir A. Hammonp in G, Rose 

Diaries (1860) Il, 359, I never meant to charge him with 
having deprived me of my flag. 1867 SmytH Sailor's 
Word-bk., Flag .. Also, a certain banner by which an ad- 
miral is distinguished at sea from the inferior ships of his 
squadron. 
b. A ship carrying an admiral’s flag, a flagship. 

1652 Perfect Account No. 101. 2065 The Garland,.was 
engaged by two Dutch Flags. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4755/2 
That they did not do it is attributed to the Loss of their 
two Flags. 1829 Marryar #, Mildmay vii. (Rtldg.) 67, 

I .. quitted the flag with a light heart, 
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ce. Applied to the admiral himself. Also, Flag ! 
the answer returned to a sentry’s challenge by an 
admiral’s boat. 

1665 Pepys Diary (1879) III. 274 Not giving to all the 
Commanders, as well as the Flaggs. i Sir E. Byne in 
Torrington Mem. (1889) p. xi, My whole pay as a flag of 
the fleet. 1747 J. Linn Lett. Navy (1757) I. 23 If more 
than two flags, then the commander in chief is to have one 
half of the eight. 1867 Smyru Sazlor’s Word-bk., Flag. 

3. slang. An apron. 

1851 Mayvuew Loud. Labour (1861) I. 218 Flag, an apron. 
1882 Hcho 29 Aug. 1/5 Ere long we may expect to hear that 
a Congress of Servant-girls has been discussing the use of 
the ‘flag’. : 

4. Sporting. The tail of a setter or Newfoundland 
dog. Also of a deer; occas. of a horse. Cf. 
quots. under Fag a. 

1859 ‘STONEHENGE’ (J. H. Walsh) Dog't. iv. 97 The stern, 
or flag [of the setter] .. is furnished with a fan-like brush of 
long hair. 1883 G. Stastes Our Friend the Dog vii. 60 
Flag, the tail, applied to Setters and Newfoundlands, 1891 
R. Kietinc Plaix Tales 148 A switch-tailed demirep of 
a mare called Arab because she has a kink in her flag. 

5. ?=F ae sb,” 2. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 875/2 Flag, the uneven end 
of an uncut tuft of hairina brush. 1893 Standard Dict, 
Flag, the split end of a bristle. 

6. Printing. A mark made by the corrector of 
a proof, showing an omission by the compositor 
of some words which are written by the corrector 
in the margin; an ‘ out’. 

7. attrib. and Comb., as flag-bearer, -case, -pole ; 
Jlag-bedizened adj. Also flag-boat, a mark-boat 
in sailing or rowing matches; flag-captain, the 
captain of a flagship; flag-dues (see quot.) ; 
+ flag-fallen @., unemployed; said of actors in 
allusion to the lowering of the play-house flag as 
a sign of closing; flag-furling a. (/ig.), dis- 
posed to cease fighting, pacific; flag-lieutenant, 
an officer acting as an aide-de-camp to an admiral; 
flag-list, the roll of flag-officers or admirals ; flag- 
pay, the pay of a flag-officer or admiral; flag- 
raising vd/. sb, (U.S.), a ceremonious hoisting of 
a party flag; flag-rank, the rank of admiral; 
flag-share, an admiral’s share (one-eighth) of 
ptize-money; flag-station (Aazlways), a place 
where trains stop only when signalled to do so; 
flag-wagging, Az/it. slang, signalling with flags 
held in the hand; flag-waver, one who tries to 
arouse popular enthusiasm; so fag-waving v0/. sd. 
Also FLAG-OFFICER, FLAGSHIP, FLAGSTAFF. 

1887 Times (weekly ed.) 24 June 4/4 The houses .. were 
largely *flag-bedizened. 1835 Lytron Rienzi 1. iii, The 
different servitors and *flag-bearers ranged themselves on 
the steps without. 1815 Sporting Mag. XLVI. 187 The 
Caroline passed first round the *flag-boat. 1829 MarryaT 
F, Mildmay vii. (Rtldg.) 66, 1..saw the *flag-captain, 1870 
Cotoms & Botton Flashing Signals 39 The *flag-case is 
made of strong patent leather. 1892 Simmonps Dict. Trade 
Suppl., */#Zag Dues, a charge on ships, in some harbours, 
for hoisting flags. 1609 RowLry Search for Money B iij/x 
Foure or fiue *flag-falne Plaiers. 1802in SAzr7t Public Frnils. 
(1803) VI. 174 A fresh assortment of *flag-furling orations, 
expected by the pacific packet. 1798 Netson in Nicolas 
Disp. III. 2 Your note. .about the *Flag Lieutenant. 1873 
Cotoms Let, 11 Junein Fifteen Vrs. Naval Retirement (1886) 
13 A large nominally active *Flag List. 1719 Sir E. Bynce in 
Torrington Ment. (1889) p. ix, My *flag pay. 1884 Pal/ Mall 
G. 9 Sept. 3/2 That is a contretemps to which annexation by 
*flagpoles is occasionally exposed. 1864 Sava in Daily Ted. 
18 Nov., *Flag-raising consists in stretching a big banner 
. -acrossa street, and this banner contains a colossal transcrip- 
tion of the particular ‘ ticket’ which the flag-raisers support. 
1894 Westm. Gaz. 7 Sept. 8/2 His profession of the Protestant 
faith having prevented his attaining *flag rank. 1867 SMyTH 
Satlor's Word-bk., *Flag-share. 1852 Hist. etc. County 
Oxford 68x Here [Gosford] is a *flag station on the Oxford 
and Bletchley branch of the London and North-Western 
Railway. 1887 Pall Mall G. 24 Mar. 11/1 So. .slow a pro- 
cess as that of ‘*flag wagging’. 1894 Westm. Gaz. 28 June 
2/3 The Pretoria *flag-wavers. 1892 Pall Mail G. 12 Nov. 
2/2 *Flag-waving is all very well, but it is a miserable 
proceeding when influenced by such sordid motives, 

+ Flag, 50.5 Sc. Obs. [Cf. ON. fagd similarly 
used.} An opprobrious term applied to a 
woman, 

1500-20 DunBAR Poems xiv. 71 Sic fartingaillis on flaggis 
als fatt as quhailis. 1535 LynpEsay Satyre 2137 Ane fistand 
flag. 1866 Epmonpstoun Shetland & Orkn. Gloss., Flaag, 
a large clumsy woman. 

+ Flag, 0.6 Sc. Obs. [var. of Fuaw; cf. Sw. 
Jlaga, wind-flaga, Du. viaag, earlier vlaeghe, vlage.] 
A blast or gust (of wind); a squall. lag of fire: 
a flash of lightning. 

1513 Doucias Aneis 1. iii. 6x With fluidis ourset the 
Troianis, and at vndir By flaggis and rayne did fra the 
hevin descend. /é7d. vu. Prol. 49 Dym skyis oft furth 
warpit feirfull levyne, Flaggis of fyir and mony felloun 
flawe. 1535 Stewart Cro. Scot. (1858) I. 9 In mony flag 
that furius wes and fell. 


Flag (fleg), sd.7 [Cf. MLG, vleger, ¢ coin worth 
somewhat more thana Bremer groat’ (Schiller & 
Liibben).] A groat, fourpence. 

1567 Harman Caveat 85 A flagge, a wyn, and a make (a 
grot, a penny, and a halfe penny), a 1700 B. E. Dict. Cant, 
Crew, Flagg,a Groat. 1851 Maynew Lond. Labour (1861) 
I, 251A tremendous black doll bought for a flag of a retired 
rag-merchant. 





FLAG. 
+ Flag, a. Obs. [Perh. a. OF. flac (:—L. flaccus) 


of same meaning. For the change of ¢ into ¢ cf. 
Jlagon, flaget, repr. earlier flacon, flaket. See 
next vb.] 

Hanging down, drooping, pendulous; esp. of 
hair, and a horse’s or dog’s tail. Also in comb., as 
Jlag-eared, -thighed, -winged. 

1591 Percivati SP. Dict., Encapotado de orejas, flag eared, 
Jiaccidus. 1613 Hrywoop Brazen Age. u. ii, The fierce 
Thessalian hounds With their flagge eares. 1637 A. WARWICK 
Spare Min. 112 He [the heron] strave to get above her [the 
hawk] labouring. .to make her flagge-winged, and so escape. 
1668 Lond. Gaz, No. 273/4 About 17 years of Age, bright 
flag hair. 1683 Br. or Ferns in Wicked Contriv. S. Black- 
head in Select. Hart. Misc. (1793) 521 His hair. .hangs flag 
without any curls. 1683 Lond. Gaz. No. 1866/8 A Scrrel 
Gelding .. with a bald Face.. and a long flag Tail. 1765 
Treat. Dom. Pigeons 91 The feathers on their thighs hang 
loose, whereby they are said to be flag-thigh’d. 


‘Plag (fleg), v.! Also 6-7 flagge. [?f. Fuaca.; 
cf. OF. faguzr to become flaccid. But prob. there 
is a mixture with an onomatopceic formation, ex- 
pressing the same notion as flaZ, flack, but imply- 
ing less energetic movement. ] 


1. intr. To hang down; to flap about loosely. 

1545 [see FLacainc AZ. a.]. 1609 Biste (Douay) Exod. 
xxxix. 19 Which a lace of hyacinth ioyned, lest they should 
flagge loosely. 1650 BULWER Anthrofomet. 178 Least the 
heavy Breasts should flag down toolow. 1655 7heophania 2 
He discovered a tall Ship, with her sails flaging about her 
masts. 1801 SoutHey Thalaba m1. xviii, When the out- 
strain’d tent flags loosely. 1818 SHELLEY Rev. /slam ut. 
xvii. 3 Its sails were flagging in the breathless noon. 

+b. To sink down heavily. Ods. 

1617 Apr. Aspott Descr. World, Peru V iv, Which bedds 
are deuised of Cotten wooll, and hung vp betweene two 
trees..in the which flagging downe in the middle, men and 
their wiues and their children doe lie together. 

+e. trans. To allow to droop; to hang down, 

drop (the head, ears, tail, etc.). Obs. Cf. 5. 

1637 Heywoop Dial., Anna §& Phillis Wks. 1874 VI. 310 
No one but droopes her wings, and flags her tayle. 1644 
Quartes Sheph. Oracil. vii, Whereby I was compelled To 
flag my sailes. 1725 Brapiey Fam, Dict. s.v. Celery, It 
warps and flags its Head too much. 1757 W. THompson 
R. iN. Advoc,. 20 Dogs... have flaged their Tails..and would 
not even smell to it. 

2. ztr. To become limp or flaccid. Now only 
of plants: To droop, fade. 

1611 Corcr., Flestrir..to fade, wither; flag, droope. 1644 
Dicsy Nat. Bodies (1645) 1. xii. § 4.127 When the string [of 
a bow] beginneth to flag. 1667 BEALE in Phil. Trans. II. 
424 The Cherry-Blossoms then. flagging, but not much 
altering their Colour. 1668 Curpeprer & Cote Barthol. 
Anat, I. iii.92 The Lungs flag and become small again. 
1767 Nat. Hist. in Ann. Reg.106/1 Having made an aperture 
in the bladder, it flagged immediately of itself. 1846 $77. 
R. Agric. Soc. VII. u. 523 The white crops flag, and the 
turnip-leaves turn yellow. 1860 DeLtamer A7?¢tch. Gard. 79 
They may be cut out with balls of matted fibres, and being 
then well watered, will scarcely flag at all. 

+ 3. zztr. Of wings: To move feebly or ineffectu- 
ally in attempting to fly. Ofa bird: To move its 
wings feebly (in early use also ¢rans. with wengs 
as obj.) ; to fly unsteadily or near the ground. Ods. 

1590 SpeNSER /. Q. To Earl Essex, My Muse, whose 
fethers..Doe yet but flagg and slowly learn to fly. 1596 — 
Hymn Heav, Beauty 30 The .. faulcon .. flags awhile her 
fluttering wings beneath. 1603 B. Jonson Sesanus V. iii, 
Croking Ravens Flag’d up and downe. 1624 GATAKER 
Transubst. 220 Like eagles wee must soare aloft up ta 
heaven, and not flagge downward. 1635 Cow.ry Davideis 
ul. 330 The Wings of Time flagg’d dully after it. 

Jig. 1644 Butwer Chiron. 5 Speech divided from the 
Hand..flags and creeps upon the ground. a@ 1683 OLDHAM 
Art of Poetry (1686) 3 Others. .flag low, and humbly sweep 
the dust. @1764 Lioyp Ode to Genius Poet. Wks. 1774 II. 
174 Whose nerveless strains flag on in languid tone. 

b. ?To fly level, without soaring; or perh. 

(after FLAG sd.4) to fly with long sweep of wing. 

1846 KincsLey Sazn?t’s Tvag.v. iii, One bird Flags fearful 
onward. 1849 — JZisc. (1859) II. 308 Long strings of sea- 
fowl are flagging on steadily at railroad pace. 

4. To become feeble or unsteady in flight. 
Hence in wider sense (in early use perh. consciously 
transf.): To be unable to maintain one’s speed ; 
to lag, or fall into a halting pace, through fatigue ; 
to become languid, lose vigour or energy. 

1639 Futter Holy War w. xi. (1640) 188 No wonder then 
if the wings of that armie did quickly flag, having so heavy 
a weight of curses hanging upon them. 1665 BoyLe Occas. 
Refi. iu. v. (1845) 113 Too commonly our Resolutions flage 
with our Joys. 169x Norris Pract. Disc. 312 We shall be 
..far from flagging in our Duty. 1692 Locke Educ. § 15 
(2699) 23 His Stomach .. flagging into a downright want of 
Appetite. 1745 De Foe's Eng. Tradesman vi. (1841) I. 44 
His credit ts degrees flags and goes off. 1780 Map. 
D’Arstay Lett. July, She does not suffer one’s attention to 
rest, much less to flag, for hours together. 1810 Scotr Lady 
of L.1. vi, "T were long to tell what steeds gave o’er.. Who 
flagged upon Bochastle’s heath. 182t Suettey Boat on 
Serchio 94 The boat .. flags with intermitting course, And 
hangs upon the wave. 1853 Soyer Pantroph. 394 The 
major-domo perceived that appetite began to flag. 1856 
Kane Arct. £afl. I. xii. 127 The dogs began to flag; but 
we had to press them. 1874 L. StepHen Hours in Lid, 
(1892) I. ii. 63 His zeal in setting forth an example never 
flags for an instant. 4 é 

>. Of an author, or his works, a diversion, game, 
conversation, etc.: To fall off in vigour or interest, 


to grow dull or languid. 


FLAG. 


1678 CupwortH Jutell. Syst. 253 Yet doth he sometimes. . 
seem to flag a little, and speak more Languidly and Scepti- 
cally about it. a@1745 Swirt(J.), The pleasures of the town 
begin to flag and grow languid. 1767 Gray Left. Poems 
(1775) 325 The diction is..not loaded with epithets and 
figures, nor flagging into prose. 1773 Mrs. Cuarone /772- 
prov. Mind (2774) 11. 99 Suffering the conversation to flag, 
for want of..a subject. 1838 Dickens Wich, Nick. vi, When 
this topic flagged, he turned to the grey-headed gentleman, 
and asked if he could sing. 1861 HuGues Yom Brown at 
Oxf. x\vii, By degrees the cricket flagged, and most of the 
men went off. 188: Besant & Rice Chafl. Fleet i. x. 
(1883) 83 Come, gentlemen, we let the glasses flag. 

+e. Zo flag in money: to be slow to pay it. 

1608 Vorksh. Trag. Bja, Shall it be said in all societies, 
That I broke custome, that I flagd in monie? 

+5. trans. a. “it. Of a bird, etc.: To cease to 
ply vigorously, relax the efforts of (its wings) from 
fatigue. Of conditions, circumstances, etc. : To 
render (the wings) incapable of soaring; to clog, 
impede. b. Hence To allow or cause to become 
languid; to be tardy in prosecuting (a purpose) ; 
to deprive of vigour, animation, or energy; to 
depress, enfeeble. Ods. 

a. 1622 F. Marxuam Bk, War v. ix. 197 The minde .. if 
still it be ouerlaid with its owne toile, must. .either flag her 
wings or stoope to a faulse prey. 1687 Drypen Hind & P. 
ut. 509 Nor need they fear the dampness of the sky Should 
flag their wings, and hinder them to fly. 1709 Prior Ode 
fii, The Thousand Loves, that arm thy potent Eye, Must 
..flag their Wings, and die. 1715 Mrs. Barker Lvilius 
I. 93 Our Roman Eagles .. began to flag their wings. 

b. 1604 Marston Antonio's Rev. 11. ili, O, for thy sisters 
sake, I flagge revenge. 1656 S. Hottanp Zara (1719) 140 
A kind of fulsome Recreation, that flags our Crests. 1670 
Eacuarp Cont. Clergy 22 There is nothing that flags the 
Spirits .. as intense Studies. 1720 WELTON Suffer. Son of 
God II. xxi. 571 How forcible this Wretched Spirit of con- 
tradiction is .. to Quell and Flag the inclinations of doing 
Good. 1757 W. THompson R&. N. Advoc. 9 The bloody 
Brine .. flags by its softer and raw Juices, the Strength of 
the Pickle. 

ce. To flag rein: to slacken speed. rare. 

1848 Lyrron Harold u. ii, Took ship from Cherbourg and 
have not flagged rein, till I could say [etc.]. 

Flag (fleg), v.4 [f. Fac 50.1] 
+1. trans. To plant about with flags or reeds. 

1685 Evetyn Diary 22 Oct., The waters are flagged about 
with Calamus aromaticus. 

2. To tighten (the seams of a barrel) by means 
of flags or rushes. 

1757 W. Tuompson 2. WV. Advoc. 15 A Cask .. which was 
not well flag’d. 1842 Guzde to Trade, Cooper 50 Inside 
joints..must be flagged. 1846 Sir T. D. Lauper in Zucycl. 
Brit, (ed. 8) 1X. 639/1 After which it [the barrel] should be 
flagged, headed, blown, and tightened. 

3. To cut off the flag or blade of (wheat). 

1846 Fral. R. Agric. Soc. VII. 1. 538, I had to flag my 
wheat three times. .and then it was partially laid. 

Hence Fla'gging v/. sb. Also attrib. 

1842 Guide to Trade, Cooper 73 Pulling off from the head, 
with the flagging iron, the stave or staves that [etc.]. 1846 
Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. VII. 11. 299 So rank will be the corn- 
crop there, that in spite of two or three flaggings, it is 
almost sure to go down and spoil. 

Flag (fleg),v.8 Also 7 flagge. [f. Fiae sd.2] 
trans. To pave with or as with flagstones. 
Also of a stone or stones: To form the floor or 
paving of. Zo flag over : to cover with a pavement. 

1615 G. Sanpys 77av. 130 The stones so great, that eight 
floores it .. eight flagge the ends, and sixteene the sides. 
Ibid. 177 The wals are flagged with large tables of white 
marble, 1682 WHELER Fourn. Greece u, 187 It is flagged 
also within with white Marble, and paved in like manner. 
1709 STEELE Tatler No. 179 P8 What Ground remains. .is 
flagged with large Quarries of white Marble. 1810 Ann. Reg. 
755 The streets in Paris are not flagged on the sides, 
asin London, 1855 Mrs. Gatry Parad. Nat. Ser. 1. (1869) 
125 The hearthstone that flagged the grand old chimney 
arch of ancient times. 1884 G, H. Boucuton in Harfer’s 
Mag. Oct. 714/1 They .. flagged the dead over with their 
own grave-stones. 

Flag (fleg), v.4 [f Fac sb.4] 

1. trans. To place a flag over or upon; to deco- 
rate or adorn with flags. Zo flag out (a race- 
course) : to mark out by flags. 

1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ Brit. Sports u. u. i, §6. 51x In a 
steeplechase, where the ground is not flagged out, 1889 
Times 1 Oct. 3/3 In honour of the day all the official build- 
ings here were flagged. ; 

. a. To inform or warn by flag-signals. b. To 
communicate (information) by flag-signals. e. To 
inform by flag-signals that. d. To decoy (game, 
esp. deer) by waving some object like a flag to 
excite the animal’s attention or curiosity. 

1884 G. O. Suretps in Harper's Mag. Aug. 367/2, I will 
give you a point or two on flagging antelope. 1885 T. 
Roosrvert Hunting Trips vi. 181 One method of hunting 
them [antelopes] is to..flag them up to the hunters by 
waving a red handkerchief .. to and fro in the air. 1886 
Leeds Mercury Nov., At Mineke some men working in a 
limekiln flagged the train on account of an obstruction on 
the track. 1887 Pald Mall G. 24 Mar. 11/1 A map of the 
battle of Hasheen. . was flagged across Wimbledon Common. 
1 Capt. Kine Foes in Ambush 51, I flagged old Feeny 
half an hour ago that they hadn’t come through here. 

Flagan, obs. form of FLAGGon. 

+ Flagartie, a. Oss. Sc. [Cf. Fuacxer v.] 
Flouncing ; boisterous. 

Pag Lynpesay Satyre 2137 Ane fistand flag, a flagartie 
uffe, ‘ 
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Flaga‘ry, var. of Frcary = VaGary. 

1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIII. 46 None of your bantering 
and flagaries; for have him you must. 

+Fla‘gel.! Ods. Also 4 flegel. [a. OF. 
flageol, flagel, flajol, a. Pr. flajol, flaujol; of 
unknown origin: the vulgar Lat. type would be 
flaviolus. 

Diez’s suggestion of derivation from Rom. /Zaz/o flute is 
untenable on phonological grounds.] 

= FLAGEOLET, 

¢1325 Coer de L. 6681 They herde no pype, ne flagel. 
21330 Fragm. Alexander in Rouland & V.(1836) p. xx, The 
waite gan a flegel blawe._ ; 

Flagel.2 Used with etymological allusion for 
FLAIL, q. v. 

1647 FULLER Good Th. in Worse T., Occas. Med. x. 218, 
I finde two sad Etymologies of Tribulation. One from 
(Tribulus) a three forked Thorn..The other, from Tribulus, 
the Head of a Flail, or Flagell. 

Flagellant (fladzelant, fle-dzélant), sb. and 
a, [ad. L. flagellant-em, pr. pple. of flagellare to 
whip, f. flagellum : see FLAGELLE s6.] 

A. sb. 

1. One who scourges himself by way of reli- 
gious discipline or penance ; esp. one of a sect of 
fanatics (L. flagel/antes) that arose in the 13th c. 
Usually 7. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § JZ. (1596) 139/2 Flagellants going bare- 
foot in long white linen shirts, with an open place in the 
backe. 1664 H. More Myst. [nig. 323 In their Ninevites 
or Flagellants, 1782 Priesttey Corrupt, Chr. II. 1x. 213 
There arose .. a sect .. called the Flagellants, or whippers. 
1857 Miss WinkwortH Jazdler's Life & Serm.126 Then 
appeared the ghastly processions of the Flagellants. 

2. In wider sense (chiefly ¢vavsf. from 1): One 
who flagellates (himself or others). 

1785 Burke Sf. Nabob Arcot's Debts 9 These modern 
flagellants are sure .. to whip their own enormities on the 
vicarious back of every small offender. 1855 PLancuf tr. 
C'tess D' Aulnoy’s Fairy Tales, Gracieuse & Percinet (1858)8 
The flagellants so fatigued themselves, that they could no 
longer lift their arms. 1879 Gro. Exior Theo. Such ii. 29 
That modern sect of Flagellants who make a ritual of 
lashing—not themselves but—all their neighbours. 

Jig. 1849 Br.or Exerer in Croker Papers (1884) III. xxvi. 
194 This coincidence of opinion avowed by his [Macaulay’s] 
intending panegyrist with that of his actual flagellant. 

Comb. 1876 Grant Burgh. Sch. Scotl. u. v. 199 The 
unhappy teacher had sometimes to perform the duties of a 
flagellant-general. 

. adj. 

Given to flagellation, flagellating. 

1880 SwinpurneE Study Shaks. i. 27 The broad free sketches 
of the flagellant head-master of Eton. 

Jig. 1891 G. Merepitu One of our Cong. I. x. 253 So fla- 
gellant of herself was she. 

Hence Flage‘llantism. 

1858 Mirman Lat, Chr. (1864) IX. xiv. i. 8 Wretched 
peasantry .. maddened to Flagellantism. 1856 KinGsLEY 
Misc., Froude's Hist. Eng. 11.74 The philosopher .. may 
look on wars as in the same category with flagellantisms. 


Flagellar (fladzela1), a. [f. L. flagell-um + 
-AR1.] “tom. ‘ Pertaining to the flagellum of an 
antenna’ (Cent. Dict.). 


Flagellate (fle-dzéleit), ga. pple. rare. [ad. 
L. flagellat-us, pa. pple. of flagella-re to whip.] 
Flagellated, scourged. 

1876 J. Evtis Cesar 7x Egypt 145 Christ .. was one time 
bound, With scorn assail’d, and flagellate with thongs. 

Flagellate (fledzélét), a. [f. FLacELL-um 
+-ATE 2,] 

1. ZBzol. a. Furnished with vibratile flagella. b. 
= FLAGELLIFORM. 

1877 Huxtry Azat. Inv. Anim. ii. 79 Those flagellate 
Infusoria which are termed ‘monads’. 1878 BELL Gegen- 
baur's Comp. Anat, 21 The cell runs out into a fine process, 
and forms a flagellate cell. 

2. Zot. Having runners or runner-like branches. 

1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 379 The male branch may.. become 
an ordinary flagellate branch. 

Flagellate (fle dzélet), v. [f L. flagellat- 
ppl. stem of flagella-re, f. flagellum: see FLa- 
GELLE sd.] trans. To scourge, whip. 

1623 in CocKERAM. 1721-82 in BAILEY. 1771 SMOLLETT 
H. Clinker V1. 173 To be insulted, flagellated, and even 
executed as a malefactor. 1837 Lanpor Pextameron Wks. 
1846 II. 313/2 [That] the angels were created only to 
flagellate and burn us. 1858 R.S. Surtees Ask Mamma 
iii. 9 The outside passengers .. proceeded to flagellate 
themselves into circulation, 

Jig. 1804-8 Foster in Life & Corr. (1846) I. Ixi. 341, 
I flagellated myself in great anger. 1830 West. Rev. 
XII. 274 The Quarterly could for once. . flagellate an oppo- 
nent without having recourse to its old art of wilful 
misrepresentation. 1856 Emerson Lug. Traits, Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 39 Their drowsy minds need to be flagellated by 
war, 

Hence Fla-gellated AA/. a. 

1836 E. Howarp R. Reefer xiii, The flagellated boys con- 
trived to hush up their sobs. 1884 Pal/ Mall G. 29 July 
3/2 The flagellated flesh visibly shuddered. 

Flagellated (fle'dzéleitéd), a. Zool. and Biol. 
[f. FuacELuate a.+-ED!.] Provided with flagella. 

1887 W. J. Sottas in Eucycl. Brit. XXII. 418/2 The 
flagellated chambers of all other sponges. Jdid., Collared 
flagellated cells or choanocytes. 


Flagellation (fle:dgélzifan). Also 5 flagel- 
lacyon, 6 -cion. [ad. L. flagellation-em, n. of 








FLAGEOLET. 


action f. flagellare to FLAGELLATE.] 
of scourging ; a flogging, whipping. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 13 Suffrynge .. intoller- 
able turmentes, flagellacyons, and moost cruell and bytter 
deth. 1664 H. More Ayst, Jnig. 466 Excoriating their 
bodies in processionary Flagellations. 1765 Sterne 77. 
Shandy VII. xxxi, Speaking of his abstinence, his watch- 
ings, flagellations, 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. xiii, A fearful 
instrument of flagellation, supple, wax-ended. 1875 H. C. 
Woop Therap. (1879) 161 Mild flagellations .. may be used 
to keep up the external capillary circulation. 

Jig. 1490 Caxton Lneydos xx. 73 In all the places of thy 
flagellacyons, peynes and tormentes. 1502 Ord. Cryst. 
Men (W. de W. 1506) tv. v. 175 By sykenesses, losses of 
goodes, warres, and other flagellacyons. 

b. spec. The scourging of Christ ; a picture re- 
presenting this. 

1426 AupELAy Poems 55 Vij blodes Crist he bled .. The 
thred in his flagellacion. 1630 Donne Deaths Duell (1632) 
33 In his flagellation and thornes. 1703 MAUNDRELL Yourn. 
Ferus. (1732) 72 The first place they visited was that of the 
Pillar of Flagellation. 1741 Cuampers Cycd. s.v. Flagel- 
tation, We say.. a Flagellation to denote a picture, or print, 
representing the torment inflicted on the Saviour. 

Flagellative (fledzéle'tiv), a. rare. [f. as 
prec. + -IVE.] =FLAGELLATORY. 

1836 E. Howarp 2. Reefer ix, He attended to no depart- 
ment of the school but the flagellative. 

Flagellator (fledzéleiter), [agent-n. f. L. 
Jlagellare to FLAGELLATE.] One who scourges or 
flogs. (In quot. 1691 = FLAGELLANT A 1.) 

1691 G. D’Emiviane Frauds Rom. Monks 358 In the 
midst of these Flagellators was carried a Representation of 
the Scourging of our Saviour. 1824 E-raminer 103/2 He 
was the flagellator of the boy Lynch. 1876 Grant Burgh 
Sch. Scotl. 1. v. 198 The flagellator having been sum- 
moned before the Council, declares that the fault was not 
his. 

Jig. 1830 G. Croty George IV, vi. 76 The rise of this 
grand flagellator [the newspaper press]. 

Flagellatory (fle dgélata:ri). [f. L. type */a- 
gellatorius: see prec. and -oRY.] Pertaining to 


flagellation or flogging. 

1838 Fraser's Mag. XVIII. 399 We quote one flagellatory 
paragraph. 1844 Tupper 772s ii. 16 Often had he screened 
his bad twin brother from the flagellatory consequences of 
sheer idleness. 1890 Sat. Rev. 30 Aug. 266/1 The unwilling 
specimen of so much flagellatory skill. 

+ Flagelle, sd. Ods. [ad. L. flagellum dim. of 

Jlagrum scourge.] A scourge. 

c¢1430 Lypc. Bochas 1. (1544) 15 a, Their olde offences to 
punishe .. Asa flagell. c¢1430 — J7in. Poems (Percy Soc.) 
146 Thu must of righte yeve hym is penaunce, With this 


flagelle of equite and resoun. 
+Flagelle, v. Ovs. [ad. L. flagellire, f. fla- 


gellum: see prec.] trans. To scourge. 

1550 BaLe Lng. Votaries 1. Riij/t A man wold thinke.. 
that Sathan wer sent. .to flagelle the church. 

+ Flagelliferan. Ods. [f. med.L. fagellifer 
(f. flagellum scourge + -fer bearing) + -AN.] = 
FLAGELLANT 50. 1. 

1607 T. Rocrers 39 Avt. 167 The Baptisme of water 
is now ceased: and the Baptisme of voluntary blood by 
whipping is come in place thereof, without which none can 
be saued, as the Flagelliferans [fvinted -erians, corrected 
in later Edd.) published. 

Flagelliferous (fledzéli-feras), a. Zool., etc. 
[f. L. jlagell-wm +-(1)FEROUS.] Bearing a flagel- 
lum or flagella; flagellate. 

1868 tr, Higuier’s Ocean World 99 Flagelliferous Infu- 
soria. 

Flagelliform (fladzelifpim), a. Zool, and Bot. 
[f. FLAGELLUM +-(1)FoRM.] Having the form of 
a FLAGELLUM. 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Exfomiol. (1828) IV. xlii. 155 First, fla- 
gelliform ovaries consisting of conical tubes, 1875 BLAKE 
Zool, 200 The tail is flagelliform, very long. 1882 Vines 
Sachs’ Bot. 356 Flagelliform branches. 

Plagellist (fle dzélist). rare. [f. L. flagedl-um 
+-1sT.] One who scourges himself. 

1833 I. Tavior Fanat. vy. 113 The Christian flagellist 
might..draw as much blood from his back in a year, 


| Flagellum (fldzelim). Pl. flagella. [L. 
Jlagellum whip, scourge.] 4 

1. In humorously pedantic use: A whip, scourge. 

1807 ‘Ben Brock’ (¢é¢/e) Flagellum flagellated. 1830 
Lytton P. Clifford iii, Boxing-gloves, books, fly-flanking 
flagellum. 1842 Barnam Jngol. Leg., Ingol. Penance, The 
Knight. .Received the first taste of the Father's flagellum. 

2. a. Bot. A runner or creeping shoot. 

[1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. cxviii. (1495) 682 
The hyghest braunches of a vyne hyghte Flagella.] 1887 
BentLey Bot, (ed. 5) 117 The Runner or Flagellum. .is an 
elongated, slender, prostrate branch, sent off from the base 
of the stem, and giving off at its extremity leaves, and 
roots, and thus producing a new plant. 

b. Zool. and Biol. A lash-like appendage. 

1852 Dana Crust. 1. 227 Outer antenne as long as the 
front, flagellum 1o-jointed. 1878 Bett Gegenbaur's Comp. 
Anat. 79 The flagella..are modifications of the cilia. | 1885 
Athenzum 12 Dec. 773/3 A cholera bacillus showing a 
flagellum at either end. ; 

Flageolet! (fladzéle't, fleedzélét). Forms : 
7 flajolet, fiageollet, -eret, flagolet, 7-9 flagelet, 
-llet, (8 flagelate), 7— flageolet. [a. Fr. fageolet, 
dim. of OF. flajol: see FLacut 6.1] 

1. A smali wind instrument, having a mouth- 
piece at one end, six principal holes, and some- 


times keys. 
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The action 


FLAGEOLET. 


1659 LEAK Water-wks. 27 A Cyclope plaies upon a 
Flajolet. 17xx Appison Sfect. No. 5 ® 3 The Musick pro- 
ceeded from a Consort of Flagelets. 1788 Cowrer Death 
Bullfinch 12 Well-taught he all the sounds express’d Of 
flagelet or flute. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xix, Vagabond 
groups. .add their uproar to the shrill flageolet. 

transf. 1662 TATHAM Agua Tri. 11 To shew they [the 
winds] were Joves Flagerets. 

+ 2. A player on the flageolet. Ods. 

1676 ETHEREDGE Man of Mode i. iii., That’s one of the 
walking Flajolets. 

3. A stop in an organ having a tone similar to 
that of the flageolet. 

1852 SEIDEL Organ o7 Flageolet..imitates the tone of the 
instrument bearing the same name. 

A. attrib., as flageolet-master, -tone (see quot.). 

1667 Pepys Diary 1 Mar., I find the flageolet-master come, 
and teaching my wife. 1888 Strainer & Barretr Dicé. 
Mus. Terms, Flageolet tones, the natural harmonics of 
stringed instruments, so called from their pure flute-like 
quality of tone. 

|| Flageolet ? (fladzole‘t, flazole). [Fr. fageolet, 
corruption of fageole¢, dim. of fageol:—L. faseolus. 
Cf. Fasreus.] A species of kidney-bean. 

1885 Pall Mall. G. 9 Sept. 4/2 Flageolets, the piéce de 
résistance, are the next cause of amusement. 

Flaget, var. of FLacketT, Ods., a bottle, cask. 

Flaggan: see Fuacon 2. 

+ Flaggat. Os. rare. [? var. of FLACKET 5b.2 5 
but cf. Faceor.] A bundle, faggot. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvu. 615 Gret flaggatis tharof thai 
maid, 

Flagged (flegd), Af/. a.' [f. Fuac 5b.2+-Ep 2] 
Paved with flags or slabs of marble, stone, etc. 

1634-5 Brereton Trav. (1844) 86 The daintiest flagged 
channels. 1777 W. DatrympLe Tvav. Sp. §& Port. iii, Our 
apartment..had a flagged floor. 1852 R. S. SurTEEs 
Sponge's Sp. Tour \xit. 350 They paced backwards and 
forwards under the flagged verandah. 

Flagged (flegd), pf/.a.2 [f. Frac sb.4 +-ED 2.] 
Haying a flag, decorated with a flag. 

179t Cowper Vardley Oak 96 The deck Of some flagged 
admiral. 1874 Parwortu Coa/s of Arms 364 A turret arg. 
flagged gu. 

Flagger! (flego1). Amglo-Trish. [Cf Fuac 
sb.1; also Friccer and OF. flechiere, flequiere, 
flagiere water plants, flags collectively.] = Frac sé. 

1842 S. Lover Handy Andy xv, Its banks sedgy, thickly 
grown with flaggers and bulrushes. 1843 Lever ¥. Hinton 
xx, The sedgy banks, whose tall flaggers bow their heads 
beneath the ripple that eddies from the bow. 

Fla‘gger 2. [f. Frac v.3 and sd.2+-mR1.] 

1. One who flags or lays down flagstones. 

1868 Wuitman Poems, To Working Men 6 Flagging of 
side-walks by flaggers. 

2. slang. A street-walker. 

1865 Daily Paper, Police Report (Farmer), She wasn’t 
a low sort at all—she wasn’t a flagger as we call it. 

Flagger 3 (flegor). [f. Fnac s6.4+-Er 1] A 
man who carries a flag before a traction-engine to 
warn drivers of vehicles, etc. 

1892 Scott. Leader 9 Jan. 4 The ‘ flagger’, who turned up 
some time after in hot pursuit of the fugitive [engine]. 

Flagget, var. of Fhackut Oés., bottle. 

Flagging (flegin), vd/. 5b. [f. Fuaa v.1+ 
-InG!.] The action of the vb. Fuae 1. 

1611 Corcr., Alachissement..a flagging, or falling downe, 
through feeblenesse. 1668 CuLrerrerR & Core Barthol. 
Anat, u. vi. 102 The swelling of the Heart and the Flag- 
ging thereof. 1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1870) I. 1. 
v. 236 That flagging of the circulation which accompanies 
the decline of life. 1865 M. Arnotp £ss, Crit. i. 36 He 
was inclined to regret, as a spiritual flagging, the lull which 
1e saw. 

Pla‘gging, v6/. 50.2 [f. Fuac v.3+-1ne1.] 

l. The action of paving with flagstones. 

1656 H. Wenz in D. King Vale Royall 1. 209 The Flag- 
ging of the long West Ile..was this year begun by Dean 
Mitter. 1824 in Picton L*fool Munic. Rec. (1886) Il. 341 
The paving and flagging of streets, 1893 Birkenhead News 
9 Dec. 1/2 ‘Tenders for the Flagging, Channelling, and 
Sewering of various Passages in the Borough. 

2. concr. The material used in paying ; hence, the 
pavement. (The two first quots. are doubtful.) 

1622 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 178 For making upp a wall and 
flagging about the bells floore for five dayes att xd. per 
diem, ilijs. ijd. 1660 /d2d. 197 For setting upp the fount 
and flagging aboutitt, 8s. 6d. 1825 Beverley Lighting Act 
ii. 27 The flagging and other materials thereof to be taken 
up. 1851 Loner. Gold. Leg. u. i. 50 He.. heard angelic feet 
Fall on the golden flagging of the street. 1861 HoLLanp 
Less. Life iii. 39 Stretched at her length upon the flagging. 

3. attrib., as flagging stone. 

1830 N. S, Wueaton Ful. 366 A vault covered with 
a coarse flagging stone. 1868 Lossinc Hudson 172 Almost 
inexhaustible quarries of flagging stone. 

+ Flagging, v0/. 56.3 Obs. [?f. Fuaa 5b.4+ 
-InG!.] ?A long flowing hat-band. 

1695 Lond. Gaz. No. 3045/4 His Coat whitish, with 
black Triming, a black Hat and Flaging. 

ey a (fleegin), Ap. a. [f. Fuaa v.1+ 
-InG*,] That flags; hanging down, drooping ; 
failing, languid. 

1545 Raynotp Byrth Mankynde (1564) Cj, That her 
brestes..be neyther to great, soft, hangyng, and flaggyng. 
¢ 1620 Z. Boyp Zion's Flowers (1855) 10 Against the yard 
The flagging mainsaile flapt. 1636 B. Jonson Discov. Wks. 
(Rtldg.) 759/1 The language is thin, flagging, poor, starved. 
1715-20 Pore //iad xxiut, 1039 The wounded bird .. With 
flagging wings alighted on the mast. 
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Sonnets x, Dull, flagging notes that with each other jar. 
1874 L. STEPHEN Hours in Lib, (1892) I. v. 189 He..had 
recourse to .. stimulants to rouse a flagging imagination. 

Hence Fla'ggingly adv. 

a 1693 Urqunart Rabelais m. v. 54, I would come off 
but very faintly and flaggingly. 

+ Fla‘ggish, «. Ods. [f. Fuac a. + -IsH.] 
Somewhat ‘ flag’ or lank ;= Fuacey a.? 1. 

1669 Lond. Gaz. No. 402/4 Of a brown flaggish Hair. 
1685 /bid, No. 2058/4 A tallslender man, flaggish lank Hair. 

Flaggon, var. of FLAGON, 

Plaggy (flegi), a! [f. Fuae sd.14-¥1.] 

1. Abounding in flags or reeds. 

1382 Wycur £-rod. ii. 3 He. .putte the litil faunt with ynne, 
and sette out hym in the flaggi place of the brinke of the 
flode. 1552 Nottingham Rec. 1V. 104 For the flaggy 
peyse of grounde lyeng..in Estcrofte. 1610 G, FLETCHER 
Christ's Vict. xlix, Old Chamus flaggy banks. 1641 Best 
Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 40 There is a little flaggie piece to- 
wardes the west ende. 31824 Ciare V7ll. Minstr. I. 125 
The rings went whirling round, Till they touch’d the 
flaggy bank. 1884 Public Opinion 5 Sept. 299/2 Its 
favourite flaggy haunts. 

2. Consisting or made of flags or reeds. 

1621 G. Sanvys Ovia’s Met. 1x. (1626) 176 The rupture of 
his browes He shades with flaggie wreathes, and sallow 
boughes. 1698 J. Fryer £. Judia §& Persia 17 Their 
Flaggy Mansions: Flags..upheld with some few Sticks, 
supplying both Sides and Covering to their Cottages. 
ai17i1 Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 200 Cam will 
ere long his flaggy Tresses rear. ’ 

3. Resembling a flag or reed, flag-like. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Hush. (1586) 11. 120 Rather soft 
sweete grasse, then hie and flaggy. 1597 GrrarpE Herbal 
I, xxxiv. 45 The common Flower-de-luce hath long and 
large flaggie leaues, like the blade of a sworde. 1652 Cur- 
PEPER Lng. Physic. 95 (Flower-de-luce) The flaggy kindes 
thereof have the most physical uses. ¢1730 Burr Lett. V. 
Scotl. (1760) Il. xxvi. 310 A kind of short flaggy grass. 

A. Of com, straw, etc.: Having a large flag (see 
Fae sé.1 2). 

1842 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. 111. u. 300 Straw bright and 
reedy, not flaggy. 18g0 /éid. XI, 11. 691 My corn being 
too strong and flaggy. . 

Flaggy (flegi),a.2 Ods. exc. dal. [f. Fuac v1 
+-Yl, Cf. Fuag @., FLAGGISH.] 

1. Hanging down limply or lankly, drooping, 
pendulous, 

1576 Newton Lemmnie’s Complex. (1633) 151 The cheekes 
seeme flaggy and hanging downe. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. I. 
xi. 10 His flaggy winges when forth he did display, Were 
like two sayles. c16z0 T. Ropinson 1/7. Magd. 1. 238 
Curlinge y® flaggy lockes of the Neptunia plaine. 1681 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1614/4 A Tall Man with Brown flaggy 
Hair. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1v. 40 Basking in the Sun 
thy Bees may lye, And resting there, their flaggy Pinions 
dry. 1725 De For Voy. Round World (1840) 135 Her breasts 
were plump and round, not flaggy and hanging down, 1814 
H. Buskx fugit. Pieces 229 The flaggy sail Chides the dull 
absence of the quickening gale. 1821 Craic Lect. Drawing 
i. 52 A large head with .. wide-spread, flaggy wings .. to 
represent a Jupiter Pluvius. 

2. Soft and flabby, having no firmness, flaccid. 

a 186s Sir T. Cuatoner in Q. Eliz. Boethius (E.E.T.S.) 
147 My skynne do sagg in wrinkles slacke, my flaggy 
lymbes do tremble. 1626 Bacon Sy/va § 453 It will beare 
a great flaggy Apple. 1634 1. Horne Jaxua Ling. (ed. 8) 
9 Lillies.. Wither and grow flaggy. 1668 CuLrerrer & 
Cote Barthol. Anat. 1. iii. 9t It [the Heart] becomes soft 
and flaggy, and gives no, pulsation. 1705 Bosman Guinea 
238 The flesh is so flaggy and the Bacon so sorry. 1888 
Exwortuy W. Somerset Wordbk., Flaggy, flabby, limp. 

Hence Fla‘gginess, the state of being flaggy. 

1654 Z. Coxe Logic Ded. (1657) Aiijb, Through the flag- 
ginesse of her Pinion. 1684 tr. Boxet’s Merc. Compit. xiv. 
480 When there is a weakness of the Stomach, especially 
a flagginess. 1736 Baitey Househ. Dict. 60 The lungs, by 
their flagginess fastening themselves to the sides. 1755 
Jounson FVagginess, laxity, limberness, want of tension. * 

Plaggy (fle gi), a3 [f. Fiae sd.2 + -yl] 
Cleaving readily into flags, capable of being split 
up, laminate. 

1847 Anstep Anc. World iii. 23 A  grayish-coloured 
sandy stone, often slaty or flaggy. 1877 A. H. GREEN 
Phys. Geol. ti. § 7. 85 A rock which is regularly and not 
very thickly bedded, so that it can be split up into slabs for 
paving, is called Flaggy, or a Flagstone. : 

Flagitate (fledzite't), v. [f. L. fagitdt- ppl. 
stem of fdgztare to demand earnestly, f. root flag: 
see FLAGRANT.] ¢vans. To entreat (a person) 
earnestly ; to importune (vavre). : 

1623 CockreraM, /lagitate, earnestly to importune. 
1656 Biount Glossogr., Flagitate, to ask instantly, to 
desire earnestly. 1862 CartyLe Predk. Gt. III. xiv. iii. 
639 Carteret himself shall go and flagitate the Dutch. 1865 
Jbid, V. xviii. i. 7 Schmettau earnestly flagitating the 
Hanoverian Officialities. 

Flagitation (fledzitz'fon), Also 5 flagita- 
eyon. fad. L. flagitatzon-emn, n. of action f. fage- 
tare: see prec.] The action of asking or demand- 
ing with earnestness or passion, 

1658 Puituips, Flagitation, an earnest begging. 
Battey vol. II. 

9] A mistake for FLAGELLATION, 

1490 Caxton Exeydos xxvii.‘96 The tourment and flagi- 
tacyon wherof the see was bette in righte grete violence. 

+Flagi'tion. Ods. [badly f. L. fagitium: see 
Fiaairious.] Flagitious conduct; flagitiousness. 

1598 J. Keeper Courtiers Acad. 244 [Riches] being the 
infamous offspring of couetousnesse, and guilty euen of the 
same flagition. 1600 E. BLount Hosp. /ucur. Fooles 158 
A woman..stuffed..with all kinde of flagition and villanie. 


1727 in 








FLAGON. 


+ Flagi:tio'sity. O0s—° [f. L. flagitios-us 
(see next) + -Iry.] Flagitiousness. 

1727 Baitey vol. I], /lagitiosity. 1775 in AsH. 

lagitious (fladzifas), a. Also 4-6 flagi- 
cious(e. [ad. OF. flagicieux, flagitieux, or L. 
Jlagitiosus, £. flagitiwm shameful crime, also im- 
portunity; related to flagitdre: see FLAGITATE v.] 

1. Of persons: Guilty of or addicted to atrocious 
crimes; deeply criminal, extremely wicked. 

1382 Wycuir 2 Macc, vii. 34 Thou cursid..of alle men 
most flagiciouse. 1581 Campion in Covfer. 1. (1584) Cij, 
That flagitious Apostata. a@1617 Bayne Ox Coloss. (1634) 
98 Is it fit the Wife should be kept under the government 
of a flagitious servant? 1715-20 Pore //iad xi. 788 Crimes 
shall..whelm in ruins yon flagitious town. ou) LADSTONE 
Glean. III. i. 16 The most flagitious of mortals. 

absol. 1796 Br. Watson Afol. Bible 3 You will have 
annihilated in the minds of the flagitious all their fears of 
future punishment. 

41 b. Loosely used for: Infamous. 

174t Ricuarpson Pamela (1742) IV. 364 The common 
Executioner, who is the lowest and most flagitious Officer 
of the Commonwealth. 

2. Of actions, character, principles, etc.: Ex- 
tremely wicked or criminal; heinous, villainous. 

sso Veron Godly Saiyngs (1846) 142 Flagitiouse 
doinges and factes. 1651 Raleigh's Ghost Pref., Men, of 
so flagitious lives, that [etc.]. 1701 Rowe Amd, Step-Moth. 
1. i, ‘his Age, Of most flagitious Note. 1726 Dr For Hist. 
Devil i. iv. (1840) 5 Having committed a flagitious crime. 
1781 Gipson Decl. §& Ff. Il. xxxii. 247 His faith is pure, 
though his manners are flagitious. 1823 Lincarp Ast. 
Eng. V1. 232 His principles..were of the most flagitious 
description. 1875 Bryce Holy Rom. Enip. ix. (ed. 5) 134 
The flagitious life of the pontiff. 

Flagitiously (fladzifosli), adv. [f prec. 
+-LY4.] In a flagitious manner; atrociously, 
villainously. 

1612-15 Br. Hatt Contempl. O. T. (1622) VI. xvu. iv. 

9 If Amasa were now. .justly. .payd for the arerages of his 
ate rebellion..it was flagitiously cruell. 1679 J. Goop- 
man Penit, Pardoned 11. vi. (1713) 391 Such men as have 
lived flagitiously and wickedly. 1845 Lp. CampBett Chan- 
cellors (1857) V. cxvii. 346 Some of the scenes..are most 
flagitiously indecent. 1849 Macauray Hust. Eng. I. 562 
A sentence so flagitiously unjust. : 

Flagitiousness (fladgi-fasnés). [f. as prec. + 
-nESS.| The quality of being flagitious. 

1692 Bentiey Boyle Lect. i. 3 The corruption and Flagi- 
tiousness of Life which naturally attend it. 1750 Student 
I. 176 A and others would intentionally avoid all acts 
of flagitiousness and villany. 1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. 
(1864) IV. vi. ii. 72 The flagitiousness of his life as Pope. 

Flagless (fle glés), a. [f. Frac sd.2 and 4+ 
-LESS.] Destitute of a flag or flags. 

1. Not paved with flagstones. 

1840 R. Bremner Lacursion Denmark, etc. 1. 350 The 
rough-paved flagless thoroughfare. _ 

Not bearing a flag or ensign; unadorned by 
flags or banners. 

1866 Morning Stay 10 July, Within an hour or so, Milan, 
now so dejected and flagless, will rejoice and be adorned 
again, 1880 Barinc-GouLp Mehalah 141 He pointed sadly 
to his flagless staff, and shook his head. 

Flaglet. [f. Fuac sé.4+-umr.] A small flag. 

1872 Daily News 25 Mar., The light blue flaglet on the 
forepeak of the Cambridge boat. 

Flag-man. [f. Fuac 50.4+ Man.] 

+1. An admiral, a flag-officer. Ods. 

1666 Perrys Diary (1879) III. 428 To Mr. Lilly’s the 
painter’s; and there saw the heads. .of the Flaggmen in the 
late great fight. 1713 [DarrELL] Gentleman Instructed i. 
(ed. 5) 409 He was a kind of Flagman, a Vice-Admiral, in 
all those Expeditions of Good-fellowship. 

2. One who has charge of or carries a flag; one 
who signals with a flag. 

1832 Lincoln Herald 13 Jan. x The crowd all rushed into 
the yard, with Beck, the flagman. 1875 ‘ StONEHENGE’ Brit. 
Sports i. 1. xiv. § 1. 487 The Starter is. allowed an assistant, 
besides a flagman. 1890 Padl Mall G. 14 Jan. 6/1 The 
flagman..obeyed the order. 3 

Flag-officer. Naw. [f. Fuac sd.4 +Orri- 
cER.] An officer who carries a flag. a. An 
admiral, vice-admiral, or rear-admiral. b. In U.S. 
navy 1857-1862 the official title of an officer in 
actual command of a squadron (Cet. Dict.). 

1668 Evetyn Diavy 30 June, I went on board the Charles, 
to which..came all the flag-officers to his Majesty. 1796 
Morse Amer. Geog. II. 341 He formerly appointed the flag 
officers. 1806 A Duncan Welson 119 The rank of a flag- 
officer. 1859 in Gen. Navy Reg. U.S.A. (1888) 931 The 
commission of senior flag officer of the United States Navy. 
1870 Cotoms Let. Apr.in Fifteen Years Naval Retirement 
5 Fifty Flag Officers is too few. 

Flagon! (fle-ggn). Forms: 5 flagan, flakon, 6 
flaccon(e, flaccoun, (.S¢. flackoun), 6 flagone, 
5-9 flaggon, 6— flagon. vee Jiakon, ad. OF. 

flacon :—earlier flascon:—med.L, flascon-em : see 
FLASK s0.] 

1. A large bottle for holding wine or other 
liquors; in early use sometimes sgec, a metal bottle 
with a screw top, such as was carried by pilgrims 
(cf. FLAcon, and quots. 1578, 1647, 1653). arch. 

1470-85 Matory Arthur vu. xiv. 234 And there shalt 
thou bere with the of my wyn in two flagans of siluer they 
ar of two galons. 1494 Fasyan Chron, vil. 540, .ii. flag~ 
gonysofgolde. 1527 ANDREW Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters 
Bij b, Take a flatte flaccon or botell of glas. 1578 LyTE 
Dodoens V. xxxii. 592 Gourdes..be oftentimes used (espe+ 


FLAGON. 


cially of the Pilgrimes) in steede of flagons or bottelles. 
1603 Drayton Odes y. 25 Bring forth your Flaggons (fill’d 
with sparkling Wine). 1647 R. SrapyL_ton Fuvenal 226 
With thy netted knapsack, bisket, wine, And bursten- 
bellied flaggons. 1653 Urquuart Rabelais 1. v. 26 What 
difference is there between a bottle and a flaggon? great 
difference, for the bottle is stopped..with a stoppel, but 
the flaggon with a vice. @1794 Sir W. Jones “yn to 
Indva Wks. 1799 VI. 340 While from their diamond flagons 
The feasting Gods exhaustless nectar sip. 1847 JAMES 
¥. Marston Hall ix, Having..divided the last drop in the 
flagon equally between himself and me. 

b. Recently applied by wine-merchants to a 
glass bottle of flattened globular shape witha neck, 
holding nearly twice the quantity of an ordinary 
wine-bottle. 

2. A large vessel containing a supply of drink 
for use at table; now esf. one with a handle and 
spout, and usually a lid. 

1s1z Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 7 § 7 Basons, Flaggons, Bottles... 
or any other such Wares of Tin or Pewter. 1663 Butter Hud. 
1. 1. 115 Did they coyn..Bouls, and Flaggons, Int’ Officers 
of Horse and Dragoons. 1828 Scorr F. A7. Perth ii, He set 
the flagonon the table, and sat down.. 1883 Mauch. Exam. 
go Oct. 8/4 They were supplied with beer in the usual 
stately German flagons with pewter covers, 

b. spec. A vessel of this description, used to 
hold the wine at the Eucharist. 

1485 Churchw. Acc. St. Mary's Hill, Lond. (Nichols 
1797) 114 A leeske of laton with a flakon. 1662 Bk, Cont. 
Prayer Communion, And here to lay his hand on every 
vessel (be it Chalice or Flagon). 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 
2164/4 Stole..out of the Parish Church of Ashborne..a 
Silver gilt Flagon. 1872 O. SutpLey Gloss, Eccl. Terms, 
Flagon, the vessel 1. on the credence for the wine at mass 3 
2. on the altar, if the chalice be too small. 

3. As much as a flagon will hold; also, a flagon 
and its contents; hence, as a measure of capacity 
(see quot. 1858). 

1602 Suaxs. Hamz. v. i, 197 A pour’d a Flaggon of Renish 
on my head once. 1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3906/2 They sent 
his Grace 36 Flagons of Wine. 1750 JoHNSON Rasmzbler 
No. 49 P 10 He had..drank many a flaggon. 1830 JAMES 
Darnley xxxviii, Sending over many a flaggon of wine and 
hypocras. 1858 Stmmonps Dict. Trade, Flagon..a measure 
of two quarts. 

4. attrib. as flagon-bracelet, -chain, ?.a chain- 
bracelet to which a smelling-bottle (F. /lacom) 
could be attached. oy 


countrie Ladie, wore golde buttons, trunck-sleeues, and 
flaggon bracelets. j 

Flagon? (fle ggn). Anglo-Irish. Also flag- 
gan. (Corrupted form of Fuaccer!.] =Fuac 50.1 

1878-86 Brirren & Horranp Plant-n., Flaggan, ris 
Pseudacorus WL, — Ireland (Belfast), 1882 Hardwicke’s 
Science Gossif Feb. 43 Local names of plants. Co, Ferma- 
nagh.—lIris, ‘ Flagons’. 

+Fla‘gonal, a. Obs. rave—1. In 7 flaggonal. 
[f. FLacon!+-au.] Of or pertaining to a flagon. 

1653 Urquuart Raéelais 1. v. 26 This is called a cup 
of dissimulation, or flaggonal hypocrisie. 

+ Flagonet. Oés. [f.as prec.+-Er.] Asmall 
flagon ; a flagon-shaped vessel. 

1599 Br. Hatt Saz, vi. i. 84 With a big-bellied gallon 
flagonet. 1648 Herrick Hesfer., Invitation, Ina burnisht 
flagonet stood by Beere small as comfort, dead as charity. 

Flagonless (fle‘ggnlés),a. [fas prec. +-LESS. ] 
Wanting or not having a flagon. 

@1849 J. C. Mancan Poems (1859) 459 Wifeless, friendless, 
flaggonless, alone. 

+ Flagrable, ¢. Ods—1 [f L. flagra-re to 
blaze (see FLAGRANT) +-BLE.] Tending to blaze; 
capable of being set on fire. 

1669 W. Simrson “Hydrol. Chym. 251 Sal Alkali made 
out of spirit of Wine which before was Flagrable. 

Flagrance (flzi-grans). rare. [ad. (either di- 
rectly or through OF. flagrance) L. flagrantza, n. 
of quality f. flagrant-ent FLAGRANT.] 

1. Zz. Blazing or glowing condition. 

1847 Blackw. Mag. LXI. 735 We had been brought now 
to the very flagrance of the dog-star. 1892 BArinc-GouLp 
Roar of Sea \11. liti. 235 Some vent had been found, and 
the attic was in full flagrance. é 

2. Of an offence: The quality or state of being 
flagrant; glaring shamefulness. 

1612-15 Dip. Hatt Contempl. N. T.1v. xv, They bring to 
him a woman taken in the flagrance of her adultery. 1863 
Mrs. C. Crarke Shaks. Char, xiii. 321 The shuffling 
sophistry. .is the very flagrance and crassitude of baseness. 

Flagrancy (flégransi). [ad. L. flagrantia: 
see prec. and -ANCY. } 

1. Zt. The quality of being flagrant; glowing or 
blazing condition. Ods. or arch. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 722 Lust causeth a Flagrancie in the 
Eyes. 1822 T. Tayitor Apzleius 300 So many various 
stars are beheld supernally in ether, i. e. in the most clear 
flagrancy of fire. a 


. fig. 

1899 SANDys Luvope Spec. (1632) 240 To draw the modest 
beauty of a Virgin out of the flagrancy of Harlots. 1650 
Trapp Clavis to Bible 111. 56 So they dyed in the flagrancy 
of their lust, ‘ . 

2. Of an offence, crime, evil, etc. ; Heinousness, 


enormity, outrageousness. 
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1714 STEELE AfZo/. Pref., Polit. Writ. (z715) 215 The 
Flagrancy and dangerous Consequence of what was doing. 
1760 Derrick Lett. (1767) I. 64 A punishment..which was 
greatly inadequate to the flagrancy of his crime. @1797 
H. Watrore Mem. Geo. [17 (1845) Il. x. 221 Ministers. . 
were borne down by the flagrancy of the provocation. 1810 
Bentuam Elem. Art of Packing (1821) 245 To do what can 
be done .. towards holding up to view the flagrancy of the 
disease. 

Flagrant (flzi-grant), a. [ad. L. fagrant-em, 
pr. pple. of flagrare to burn, f. root flag-, Aryan 
bhieg- to blaze. ] 

1. Zt. Blazing, burning, flaming, glowing. arch. 

1513 Brapsuaw St. Werburge 1. 334 Torches were caried 
on eche syde flagrant. 1626 G. Sanpys Ovid’s Met. vu. 
161 His mother snatcht it .. Out of the fire; and quencht 
the flagrant brand. 1692 R. L’Estrance Fosephus’ Antig. 
Iv, iv. (1733) 82 It [a Fire] was clear and flagrant. 1814 
SourHey (oderick v. ro Round the crackling hearth, Where 
heath and cistus gave their flagrant flame. 1856 T. Airp 
Poet, Wks. 352 Forthwith burst The flagrant lightnings. 

+b. Ofa fluid: Fiery, hot. Hence, 2 flagrant 
blood, opp. to i cold blood. Obs. 

1614 Raveicu (ist. World um. 73 The Lacedemonians .. 
would in cold bloud perform what the Athenians did usually 
in flagrant. 1676 Beatin Phil. Trans. X1. 588 More sober 
allayers of thirst, than their Flagrant kill devil. 

Cc, : 
1627-77 FetTHaM 2esolves u. xlvi. 249 They, who to others 
seemed flagrant in their tongues, had Ice congealed in their 
frozen hearts. 1634 Hersert 7vav. 108 Quenching his 
flagrant thirst at the streame. 1822-56 Dr Quincey Covess. 
(1862) 132 Flagrant health, health boiling over in fiery rapture. 

2. a. Of war: Raging; actually in progress. 

In flagrant delict (=L. flagrante delicto) : in the 
very act. rare. 

1818 Hatram Afid. Ages (1872) III. 157 Except in moments 
of flagrant civil war. 18.. Patrrey (Webster 1864), A war 
with the most powerful of the native tribes was flagrant. 
1872 E. W. Rosertson “7st. Ess. 137 When an offender 
was taken in flagrant delict. 

+3. Of feelings, passions, etc. (rarely of persons): 
Ardent, burning, intensely eager or earnest. Ods. 

rs1s Barcitay Ledoges iv. (1570) C v/4 By flagrant ardour 
inflamed. 1897 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. xxxix. (1611) 262 
A thing which stirreth up flagrant desires and affections. 
16753 MarvetL Corr. cexlix. (1872-5) I]. 467 Strangways, 
a flagrant churchman, made privy counsellor. 1708 OZELL 
tr. Boileau’'s Lutrin iv. 62 Give Energy to my Enervate 
Tongue, While the fir’d Chanter’s flagrant Rage is sung. 
1784 Cowrer Yask ut. 794 He burns with most intense and 
flagrant zeal To serve his country. 

4., In occasional uses referring to the visible aspect 
of flame. ‘a. Resplendent, glorious. Ods. 

2a1x00 Vork Myst., Innholders 39 O flagrant fader! 
graunte yt myght so be, 

+b. Burning red from a flogging. Odés. 

1718 Prior Henry & Emma 452 The Beadle’s Lash still 
flagrant on their Back. 1728 Pore Dunc. u. 128 T{utchin] 
flagrant from the lash. 1812 Sourney Le/¢. (1855) 11. 264 
Half..went over red-hot from the conventicle; the other 
half, flagrant from Bridewell. ¢1838 De Quincey Shaks- 
peare Wks, 1863 XII. 57 A young man yet flagrant from 
the lash of the executioner or the beadle. 

e. Flaring, gaudy. 

1858 CartyLe Predk. Gt. (186s) II. vi, iii. 164 A highgoing 
.. Dowager (who dresses, if I recollect, in flagrant colours), 

5. Of an offence, crime, etc. ; also of an offender: 
Glaring, notorious, scandalous, ‘flaming into 
notice’ (J.). 

1706 De For Yure Div. Pref. 25 The constant Enormities 
committed by such flagrant Wretches. 1712 STEELE Sect. 
No. 430 P3 The Fault I speak of was so very flagrant. 
1746 SMOLLET?T Lefroof 96 You are a flagrant misanthrope. 
1771 Fietcuer Checks Wks, 1795 II. 260 Many indi- 
viduals .. were cut off on account of their flagrant 
wickedness. 1824 Dispin Lidr. Comp. 746 Ney—an in- 
different General, and a flagrant traitor, 1838 THiIRLWALL 
Greece II. xi, 22 They had been guilty of a flagrant violation 
of religion. 1893 F. Hat in WVariox (N. Y.) LVII. 142/2 
Nor..are his errors less numerous or less flagrant than 
those of Mr, B. 

+6. =FRAGRANT. Obs. 

[The L. vbs. fagrare and fragrare were often confused 
in MSS.; cf. F. Zazver to smell, which in form represents 
the former. The last quot., however, is burlesque.] 

1450 Pol. Poems II. 232 The monethe of May .. Flagrant 
in her floures. c1530 Lp. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 
376 In the flagraunt odour therof, bothe the body & the 
herte is reioysed. 16zr Beaum. & FL. Kut. Burning Pestle 
Iv. v, For now the flagrant flowers do spring. 

Hence Fla’grantness. 

1727 in Baitey vol. II. 

Flagrantly (féi‘grantli),adv. [f-prec. + -L¥?.] 
In a flagrant manner or degree; glaringly, noto- 
riously, scandalously. 

1756 J. Warton Ess, Pofe ii. (1772) 61 An epigram of four 
lines ; [is] a species of wit flagrantly unsuitable to the dignity 
..of the epic muse. 1818 Cossetr Pol. Reg. XX XIII. 701 
You will see how flagrantly the honour .. and glory, of our 
country .. are all sacrificed to the selfish views of the 
Boroughmongers. 1874 Mortitey Barneveld lI. xx. 332 
A privilege which had been flagrantly interfered with, 

+ Flagrate, v. Obs. [f. L. fagrat- ppl. stem 
of flagrare to burn.] 

1. intr. To burst into flame; to DEFLAGRATE. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess, Waters 11. 101 It does not flagrate or 
fulgurate, as nitre does. 

2. trans. To injure by fire; to burn. 

Hence Fla‘grating Zf/. a. 

1705 GREENHILL Art Embalming iii. 336 Typhon’s de- 
structive and flagrating Power..was made more temperate, 
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+Flagra‘tion. Ods. [as if ad. L. *fagration- 
em, agent-n. f. flagrare to blaze.] The action of 
bursting into flame or blazing up; burning; a 
conflagration. 

1669 W. Stmrson /7ydrol. Chymz. 142 Unless the Hydropick 
moisture .. be exhausted by flagration. 1694 WrEsTMACOTT 
Script. Herb, (1695) 214 If it [Spirit] take Fire .. and Con- 
sume even to the Flagration and Explosion of the Gun- 
powder. 1727 in Bamey vol. II. 1847 in Craic, 

fig. 1679 G. R. tr. Boyatuau’s Theat. World u. 186 For 
it fortuned so after the Universal Flagration of Italy. 

Fla‘g-root. U.S. [f. Fiac sd.1] The root of 
the sweet flag (Acorus Calamus); the plant itself, 

85x THorEAU A wtuimn (1894) 77 Flagroot, a plant which 
looks like a cock’s tail or a peacock’s feather in form. 

|| Flagrum (flzi-grim). Zool. [Lat. flagrum 
whip.}] <A part of the jaw-feet of some crustaceans. 

1855 Eng. Cycl., Nat. Hist. 111. 86/2 They [Hippides] 
have neither flagrum (fouet) nor palp. 

Fla‘g-ship, flagship. [f. Fuac s.4+ Sup 
sb.] A ship bearing an admiral’s flag. 

1672 Lond. Gaz. No. 684/4 We .. believe there are several 
other sunk, and amongst the rest a Flagship. 1740 JoHN- 
son Life Blake Wks. IV. 369 With the loss of one flagship, 
and six other men of war. 1887 Sfectator 30 July 1019/1 
The ‘ Inflexible’, the flagship for the Admiral. 

Fla‘g-staff, flagstaff. Pl. 
-staffs. [f. Frac 56.4 + Srarr.] 
staff on which a flag is hung. 

a1613 Oversury Characters, Saylor Wks, (1856) 76 He 
-.cannot sit unlesse he beare a flag-staffe. 1698 FRYER 
Acc. E, Ind. §& P. 82 Flying the several Colours .. on 
Flag-Staffs erected for that purpose. 1706 PHIzLips (ed, 
Kersey), /lag-staves. 14790 Beatson Nav. §& Mil. Men. 
IJ. 166 Hoist a red flag on the flag-staff. 1848 DickENs 
Dombey ix, It began with the erection of flag-staffs. 

Fla‘g-stone, flagstone. [f. Frac 5J.2 + 
Stonz.] a. A flag or flat stone suitable for pay- 
ing, etc.; hence often in f/.= pavement. b. Sand- 
stone capable of being split up into flags. 

a. 1730 A. Gorvon Maffei’s Anphith. 359 A Pavement 
of large Flag-Stones. 1791 BoswELL Fohnson (1848) 807/2 
Over his [Johnson’s] grave was placed a large blue flag- 
stone with this inscription. 1840 Mrs. F. Trottore Widow 
Married xii, Enjoying the sea-breeze on the broad flag- 
stones of the Marine Parade. 

b. 1822-16 J. Smitu Panorama Sc. & Art. 220 If... a 
block of flag-stone were converted into a pillar. 1868 
Lossinc Hudson 184 Extensive quarries of flagstone. 

attrib. 1842 H. Mutter O. 2. Sandst. x. (ed. 2) 229 The 
flagstone quarries of Caithness and Carmylie. 

Hence Fla‘gstoned, paved with flag-stones. 

1885 S.O. Jewett Marsh Isl, xi, From whence one could 
look across the flagstoned court. 

Flaich, var. of FLEECH v. to flatter. 

F laid, obs. pa. t. and pple. of Fay, FLEy, vs. 

Flaik, obs. Sc. or dial. form of FLAKE. 

Flail (flzil), s6. Forms: 1 flizel, 3 Orme. fle331, 
4-5 fleil(e, -yl(e, 4-6 flaill, 5 flayel, flaylle, 
flaelle, 5-7 flayl(e, 6 flale, flael, €-8 flaile, 7 
fleale, fleyle, (8 flay), 4- flail. [The late OE. 
Jlizel is possibly a corruption of */egz/, corre- 
sponding to MDu., Du., LG. vlegel, OHG. flegel 
(MHG. vlegel, mod. Ger. flegel) :—W Ger. *7agzi, 
prob. ad. L. flagellum lit. ‘ scourge,’ but already 
in the Vulgate used for ‘flail’. Some scholars 
have thought that the WGer. word may be f. OTeut. 
root *fah-, flag- :—pre-Teut. *plak- (cf. Lith. plaktz 
to strike, Gr. mAnyvivat); but this appears im- 
probable. Cf. the synonymous Rom. forms, OF. 
fiaiel, flael, fleel (mod.F. fiéaux), Pr. flagel, flachel, 
Sp. flagelo, Pg. flagello, It. fragello :—L. flagellum. 
The 15th c. spelling faye/, and perh. some earlier 
forms, are influenced by the OF. word.] 

1. An instrument for threshing corn by hand, 
consisting of a wooden staff or handle, at the end 
of which a stouter and shorter pole or club, called 
a swingle or swipple, is so hung as to swing freely. 

az100 Gerefa in Anglia (1886) IX. 264 To odene flizel 
and andlamena fela. ¢1z0o OrmIN 1500 Pa presshesst tu 
bin corn wibp fle331. 1362 Lanct, P. PZ. A. vir. 174 Faytors 
..flapten on with fleiles from morwe til euen. 1481 CaxTon 
Reynard (Arb.) 15 Alle ranne theder .. some with a rake, 
some with a brome..some with a flayel. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 134b, The flayle tryeth y® corne from the 
chaffe. 1635 CowLey Davidets 1. 170 Nor did great Gideon 
his old Flail disdain, After won Fields. 1727 Swirt Gulliver 
ut, ii. 183 A blown bladder fastened like a flail at the end of 
a short stick. 1868 Rocrrs Pol, Econ. x. (1876) 24 Thirty 
years ago all corn, or nearly all corn, was threshed by the flail. 

Proverb. 1674, 1730 [see FENcE sé. 3]. ; 

b. fig. Also in phrase Zo be threshed with your 
own flail: to be treated as you have treated others. 

1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxxii. 121 Beten wyth the 
flayel of fortune. 1589 Paffe w. Hatchet (1844) 23 Faith 
Martin, you shall bee thresht with your owne flaile. 1682 
Drypen Mac Fi, 82 A scourge of Wit, and flayle of Sense. 
1781 CowPER Exfost. 302 Flails of oratory thresh the floor. 
1831 Cartyte in Froude Zz (1882) II. 208 A tall, loose .. 
vehement-looking flail of a man, , : i 

2. A military weapon resembling a threshing-flail 
in construction, but usually of iron or strengthened 
with iron, and often having the striking part armed 
with spikes. Cf. MORNING-STAR. , 

Also Protestant flail (Eng. Hist.): a weapon consisting 
of a short staff, loaded with lead, attached to the wrist by 
astrap; it is said to have been carried during the excitement 


(-staves), 
A pole or 
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of the ‘Popish Plot’ (1678-81) by persons who professed to 
be in fear of murderous assaults by ‘ Papists’. 

¢ 1475 Partenay 2999 Flaelles thre of yre. ¢ 1500 Melusine 
XXXVill, 303 The geaunt toke hys flayel of yron, & gaf 
geffray a grete buffet. 1596 Spenser /. Q. v. ix. 19 He 
with his yron flaile Gan drive at him, with .. might and 
maine. 1633 P. Frercuer Purple /s/. x1. 24 She .. Drove 
farre their flying troops, & thresht with iron flail. ?c 1682 
Ballad in Roxb. Ball, VV. 35 Listen a while, and I'll tell 
you a tale Of a new Device of a Protestant Flayl. a173 
Nortu Exam. (1740) 572 A certain Pocket Weapon. .calle 
a Protestant Flail. 1887 Dict. Nat. Biog. XI. 332 [S. College] 
made himself notorious.. by inventing a weapon.. which he 
called ‘ the protestant flail’. 


+3. [After F. #éau.] Something that swings on 
a pivot. a. A swing-bar fora gate. b. A beam 
like that of a balance (by which two buckets can 
be lowered alternately into a draw-well). ec. A 
lever with the free extremity weighted, forming 


part of a cider-press. Ods. 

¢ 1450 Merlin 206 Merlin caught the flayle of the yate and 
plukked it to hym and yede oute as lightly as it hadde not 
haue ben lokked. c¢1450 Henryson Jor. ad. x. 177 Law- 
rence gird downe [the well]. . The other bade aboue and held 
the flaill, 1691 Wor.ipGeE Cyder (ed. 3) 113 ‘Vhe Flail-Press 
--with heavy Weights or Stones at the end of the Flail. 

+4. As transl. of L. flagellum: A scourge. Obs. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 139 Takenge a flayle in 
theire honde. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as flatl-man ; flail-finned, 
-like adjs. Also, flail-cap (= Du. wlegelkap, Ger. 
Jlegelkappe), the cap (Cap sb.1 12) or Capuin of 
a flail; flail-capping da/. = prec.; + flail-press 
(see 3c); + flail-staff, the part of the flail held in 
the hands; flail-stone, an elongated stone with a 
hole at one end, for use as a flail-swingle; + flail- 
swinger, a thresher; flail-swingle, the swinging 
or freely-moving part of the flail. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 165/x *Fleyl cappe, cappa. 1878 
Cumbld. Gloss., *Flail cappin’, the leather attached to the 
upper end of the flail soople. 1630 Donne Progress Soul 
xxxvi. Poems (1669) 302 The *Flail-finn’d Thresher and 
steel-beak’d Sword-fish. 1880 Browninc Dram. Idylls Ser. 
u. 224 A human sheaf it thrashed *Flail-like. 1855 J. Hewirr 
Anc. Armour J. 327 The *flail-man in our engraving is 
engaged in the assault of acastle. 1864 Lp. PALMERSTON in 
Daily Tel. 16 Dec., When the first threshing machines were 
introduced there was a revolt..among the flail-men. c 1440 
Promp. Parv. 165/2 *Fleyl staffe, or honde staffe, #zanu- 
tentum. 1851 D. Witson Preh. Ann. (1863) 1. 190 Like 
the ruder *flail-stone, the morning-star, when efficiently 
wielded, must have proved a deadly weapon. c1515§ Cocke 
Lorell’s B. (Percy Soc.) 4 Adam auerus *flayle swenger. 
1440 Promp, Parv. 165/2 *Fleyle swyngyl, virga. 

Flail (fizl), v. Also 5 flayle, 7 fleyle. [f. 
prec. sb. In early examples of sense 1 perh. ad. 
OF. flaeler :—L. flagellare to FLAGELLATE. | 

1. trans. To scourge, whip; to beat or thrash. 
Also to flail along, to drive by beating. 

14.. Songs § Carols (Percy Soc.) lx. 72 They hym naylyd 
and yl flaylyd, Alas, that innocent! 1839 K. H. Dicsy 
Mores Catholict 1x. xi, 373 He flails me, and makes all my 
body burn with his fire. 1873 Hottanp A. Bonnic. v. 85 
That’s the way my mother always flailed me. 1888 BoLprE- 
woop Robbery under Arms (1890) 7 We soon got sharp 
enough to flail him [a pony] along with a quince stick. 

2. To strike with or as with a flail. 

1583 STANYHURST Zxe/s, etc. (Arb.) 138 For Mars they 
[the Cyclopes] be sternfulye flayling Hudge spoaks and 
chariots. 1622 H. SypEnnam Seri. Sol. Occ. 11. 97 If we 
can fleyle down the transgressions of the time. 1878 
Stevenson /xland Voy. 165 The misery .. made me flail 
the water with my paddle likea madman. 1878 Cumbdd. 
Gloss.,. Flail, to hit; to beat with a down stroke. 1883 
Blackw. Mag. Nov., With giant stroke she flails about, 
And heaps a score of dead. 

3. To thresh (corn) with a flail. 

1821 Sir J. D. Paut Rouge et Noir 24 Clod..Pens verses 
on the sheaves he should be flailing. 

Jig. 1857 Wuittier What of the Day 30 See .. through 
its cloud of dust, the threshing-floor, Flailed by the thunder, 
heaped with chaffless grain ! 


+ Flai‘ly, a. Obs. rave—'. In 7 flaly. [f. Fuarn 
sb. +-¥1,] Acting like a flail. 

1632 Vicars Aeneid v. 123 At once all furrows plow.. 
With flaly-oares and slicing foredecks fierce. 

Flain, obs. pa. pple. of Fray. 

Flair ! (flée1). [a. OF. and F. flair, f. flacrier, 
flairer to smell:—popular L. jlagrare, altered 
form of fragrare ; see FRAGRANT. ] 

+1. An odour, a smell. Ods. 

1340 HamroLe P77. Consc. 9017 Alle swete savours .. War 
noght bot als stynk to regard of pat flayre. ?a 1400 
Morte Arth. 772 Syche a vennymous flayre flowe fro his 
lyppez. 

|| 2. [mod,Fr.] Power of ‘scent’, sagacious per- 
ceptiveness, instinctive discernment. 

1881 Mrs. Lynn Linton Jy Love I, 291 Gip, with the 
keen ‘flair’ of her kind, saw how things stood. 1885 Miss 

BraDpON Wyllard’s Weird 11. ii. 47, 1 see you have the 
true flair. 


Flair ? (fléo1). Also flare. [Cf. OF. flatr (14th 
c.) some kind of flat fish.] The ray or skate. 

1668 Witkins Réal Char. u. y. § 3. 133 Flare, Thornback, 
a 1672 WttiucHBy J/chthyogr. (1686) Tab. C. N. 5 The 
Skate or Flair. 1710 Sispatp Hist. Fife ii. 50 Raia 
Zevis, the Skate or Flair, 1740 R. Brookes Art of Angling 
u. v. to5 The Scate or Flare.. is a gristly Fish, with 
a flat smooth, and very broad Body. 1862 Coucu Brit, 
Fishes I. 87. 
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Flair, var. form of FLARE. 

+ Flairing, #//. a. Os. In 3 fleirand. [pr. 
pple. of *fazr vb., a. OF. flacrzer: see FLAIR }.] 
Smelling ; odorous, scented. 

2 1300 Cursor M. 3695 (Cott.) Quen he had feld his fleirand 
cloth. 

Flaitchment: see FLEECHMENT. 

+ Flaite, v.1 Obs. rare—). [? for *flate, FLatT 
v.4] intr. ? To flatter. 4% 

¢ 1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 74 Quod ouerhope, ‘ban y flatir, 
& sumtyme flaite ou schalt lyue, and pi silf it haue’. 

Flaite (flzit), v.2 Obs. exc. dial. Also 6 flaight, 
7 flayte. [var. of FLicut v.] ¢rans. To frighten, 
scare, terrify. Hence Flai‘ted f//. a. 

1565 Gotpine Ovid’s Met. i. (1593) 39 His steades that 
yet for feare doth run Like flaighted fiends, 1642 Rocrrs 
Naaman 138 Till the Lord by his terrors flaite her. 1674 
Ray S. § £. C. Words (1691) 98 Flaite. 1721 in BaiLey. 

Flake (flzk), sd.1 Forms: 4-6 flek(e, 5-6 
fleyke, 6 fleake, Sc. flaik, 7-8 fleak, (7 fleack), 
5— flake. dal. 9 fleigh, fleak, flaik. [?a. ON. 
flake, fleke wk. masc., hurdle, wicker shield (Da. 
Jlage hurdle), corresponding to MDu. v/dke fem. 
(mod.Du. v/aak hurdle on which wool is beaten), 
MLG. and mod.LG. flake sort of fishing net. The 
senses of the word seem to point to some root 
meaning to plait; a connexion with OTeut. */chtan 
(=L. plectére, f. root *plek-; cf. Gr. mA€éxew) to 
plait, is suggested by the Ger. synonym /lechte (cf. 
Ger. kaseflechte = cheese-flake in 2 below), but in- 
volves phonological difficulties. The L. pléga net, 
is prob. cognate. ] 

1. A wattled hurdle. Now dal. ; in some places 
applied in wider sense to a hurdle of any kind. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 321 A brigge he suld do 
wrihte, Botes & barges ilkon, with flekes mak pam tighte. 
1415 Churchw. Acc. Somerset (1890) 68 For fityng off flakes 
and hurdylls..vjd. ¢1470 Harpine Chron. cLxxvu. 1 
When they were ouer y® quake of mosse & mire, They 
drewe the flekes ay after as they went. 1511 Wottinghamz 
Rec. III. 330, ij. fleykes to be set bytwen y* masons and the 
wynde. 1513 DouGLas “nezs x1. li. 14 Sum of Eneas feris 
bessely Flakis to plet thame pressis by and by. 1743 Lond. 
§& Country Brew. ww. (ed. 2) 322 If the Wind blows there are 
set Fleaks to shelter the Heap. 1863 Greaves in WV. & Q. 
Ser. 3 ILI. 96 This [oblong mound] is surrounded by iron 
fleaks or hurdles. 

b. The same used as a temporary gate. 

c1514 Lxan. C. More in Chetham Misc. 11. 16 Never 
3ate.. but a letull fleke that was for the most parte teyed 
fast. 1669 Wor.IDGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 325 A Fleack, a 
Gate set up in a Gap. 1847 HaLiiweL., “lake .. a tem- 
porary gate or door. 

2. A frame or rack for storing provisions, in mod. 
use esp. oat-cakes. Cf. bread-flake. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush. x11. 248 Plommes summen drie, 
And hem on fleykes kepe. 1519 Horman V’2Ze. 156 b, Ley 
this meate in trayes and flekis. 1578 Richmond Wills (Sur- 
tees) 281, iiij chesis and a flake, ilijs .. A chese flake, iiij4. 
1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 171 One peare of fleakes. 
1800 T7ans. Soc. Encourag. Arts XVIII. 335 Netted frames, 
resembling the flakes used in Yorkshire for drying oat-cakes. 
1865 B. Briertey /7kdale I. gt A ‘flake’ or ‘fleigh’, well 
thatched with cresp-looking and nicely browned oatcakes, 

b. A stage or frame used for drying produce, 
esp. fish; a fish-flake. Upland flake: a flake for 
drying codfish, built permanently upon the shore. 

1623 WHITBOURNE Vew/oundland 57 Flakes whereon men 
yeerely dry their fish. 1649 BuirHe Lng, Lprov. Impr. 
xxxv. (1653) 230 When it [Woad] is ground it is to be. .laid 
upon the fleakes to dry. 1792 J. Bertxnar Hist. New- 
Hampsh. W11. 215 The fish is. .spread on hurdles, composed 
of brush, and raised on stakes, about three or four feet from 
the ground; these are called flakes. 1876 Bancrorr Hist, 
U.S. I. xxxvi. 393 Wherever safe inlets invited fishermen 
to spread their flakes, 

3. WVaut. (See quot.) 

1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Flake, a small shifting 
stage, hung over a ship’s side to caulk or repair a breach. 

+4. A flap on a saddle to keep the rider’s knee 
from touching the horse. [Perh. a distinct word. 
Cf. FLEt 56.2] Ods. 

1568 Turperv. in Hakl. Voy. I. 388 Of birch their saddles 
be, Much fashioned like the Scottish seates, broad flakes to 
keepe the knee From sweating of the horse. 

5. Mining. A framework of boards, used as a 
shelter against rain and wind. 

1653 Mantove Lead-mines 8 Fleaks, Knockings, Coestid. 
1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. 1jb, Hleaks [are] those very 
useful things that the Miner uses to make for Shilter, when 
he has as yet no Cée to hold off the Wind and Rain from 
his Shaft. 1824 in Manner Derbysh. Miners’ Gloss. 

6. attrib. and Comb., as flake-hurdle; also flake- 
room, flake-yard, ‘an inclosure in which flakes 
for drying salt are built, and in which fish are 
dried’ (Cent. Dict.). 

1890 Gloucestersh. Gloss., *Flake or Viake hurdle, a wat- 
tled hurdle. 1894 Morris Wood beyond World xvii. 132 A 
tall fence of flake-hurdles, 

Flake (flzik), 50.42. Forms: 6-8 fleak(e, 9 dal. 
fleak, Sc. flaike, 4~ flake. [Of difficult etymology: 
possibly several distinct words have coalesced, 
though ultimate derivation from the Aryan root 
plag- (cf. Gr. mAnyvivar to beat), parallel and 
synonymous with flak- (cf. Lith. plakw I beat) 
may plausibly account for all the senses, and also 











FLAKE. 


for the fact that most of these resemble senses be- 
longing to FLaAw or FLAUGHT, or to related words 
in other Teut. langs. (f. Aryan root p/ak-). Sense 1 
has not been found earlier than Chaucet, though 
Junius cites an OE. ‘ flacea 7 flexdra, flaws or flakes 
of snow’; it appears to be cognate with ON. 
flbhe flock of wool, lock of hair, and perh. with 
OHG. floccho of same meaning (if this be genuinely 
a Teut. word, repr. a pre-Teut. *p/agnén-, and not 
an adoption of L. floccus); the OE. flacor, flutter- 
ing, has also been compared. The Da. flage, 
sneflage, usually cited as equivalent to E. flake, 
perh. corresponds rather to FLaw (Da. g represent- 
ing ON. g as well as ON. &); the Dansk Ordbog 
1800 explains it as a /arge mass of falling snow, as 
opposed to lok which means a ‘flake’ in the Eng. 
sense. The senses expressing the notion of ‘ some- 
thing peeled or split off? may be compared with 
Fray v. (OTeut. */ah-:—OAryan *flak-). There 
is possibly a third primary sense, ‘ something flat’ ; 
cf. OHG. flah adj. (mod.Ger. flach), Du. v/ak flat, 
Sw. flaka plate, Norw. flak ice-floe. But the 
mutual relation of the Eng. senses is very un- 
certain. | 

1. a. One of the small flocculent pieces in which 
snow falls. 

1384 Cuaucer 7. Fame ut. 102 As flakes fallen in great 
snowes. 1589 Pafpfe w. Hatchet 2 For your flakes of snowe 
weele pay you with stones of hayle. 1597-8 Br. Hatt Sat. 
I. vii, White as..flakes new blowne. @ 1649 Drumm. HawTu. 
Poents Wks. (1711) 5 Temples spread with flakes of virgin 
snow. 1784 Cowrer Zask tv. 326 The downy flakes De- 
scending .. Assimilate all objects. 1820 SHELLEY Sensitive 
Plant 11. 26 The rose-leaves, like flakes of crimson snow, 
Paved the turf. 

b. A light fleecy tuft; a small piece of some 
light loosely-cohering substance, as down or fluff ; 


a flock ; a fleecy streak (of cloud). 

1653 H. More Axtid., Ath. u. vii. (1712) 61 All the Busi- 
nesses of Men do very much depend upon these little long 
Fleaks or Threads of Hemp and Flax. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 202 Looking most like to a flake of Worsted 
prepar’d to be spun, 1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs I. 153 
In the Flake [orig. /Zocoz] there are seven Seeds as large 
as Lupins. 1741 Stack in PAzl. Trans. XLI. 600 Some 
small Flea&s of Clouds. 1833 Hr. Martineau Janch. 
Strike i. 14 You had rather see her covered with white 
cotton flakes than with yellow ribands. 1855 KiNGsLEY 
Heroes 1. (1868) 5 Rocks and breakers and flying flakes of 
foam. 1877 Brack Green Past. xxxv. (1878) 278 There was 
not a flake of cloud in the sky. 


ce. ? Gossamer thread. rave—1, 


1817 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. II. xxiii. 336 They pull in their 
long thread. .so as to form it into a ball. .of flake. 


2. A portion of ignited matter thrown off by a 
burning or incandescent body; a detached portion 


of flame; +a flash (of lightning). 

13.. E&. E. Allit. P. B. 954 Flakes of soufre. _ 1590 
Spenser /, Q. ut. ii. 5 The rosy red Flasht through her 
face, as it had beene a flake Of lightning through bright 
heven fulmined. 1601 WeEEvER Mirr. Mart. E viij b, 
Which all at once doe vomit Sulphure flakes. 1602 Marston 
Antonio's Rev. 1, ili, All the upper vault Thick lac’t with 
flakes of fire. 1660 Howrrtt Léxicon, Flakes that flee 
from hammered red hot iron. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 
Iv. 254 Huge Flakes of Flames expire. 1876 Gro, Exior 
Dan. Der, 1. 303 Like falling flakes of fire. 1877 Bryanr 
pea” Voice of Autumm i, Forest leaves. . fall, like flakes of 
ight. 

3. A minute exfoliated piece ofsomething ascale, 
flattish fragment; +a splinter (of wood). In the 
first quot. app. fig., a ‘ bit’, small portion. 

c1500 Maid Emlyn 109 in Hazl. E; P. P. 1V. 86 A frere 
dyd she gyue Of her loue a flake. 1533 More AZol.i. Wks. 
845/2 Sifted to y® vttermost flake of branne. 1599 T. 
M[ouret] Sz/kwormes 69 Some graines of muske and 
Ambres flake. a@1648 Dicpy Closet Open, in Leisure H. 
(1884) 377/t Three or four flakes of Mace. 1676 Grew 
Anat. Plants (1682) 263 Flakes or Grains of Bay-Salt. 1705 
Avpison /taly 370 Little Flakes of Scurfe. c1720 W. Gipson 
Farrier’s Guide i. \xxxix. (1738) 252 A Prick of a Nail, 
a Stub, ora Fleak. 1799 G. Situ Laboratory I. 21 Fine 
iron flakes, 

4. A thin broad piece peeled or split off from the 
surface of something. In recent use also sfec. a 
chip of hard stone used in prehistoric times as a 
cutting instrument; cf. FLINT-FLAKE. 

sort G. Fretcuer Russe Commw. (Hakluyt Soc.) 14 
They..teare it [a rock] into thin flakes..and so use it for 
glasse-lanthorns. 1601 Hortanp P/iny II. 467 The flint or 
rock .. will cleaue in length, and come away by the sides 
in broad flakes. 1607 TorseLL Serpents (1658) 675 A thin 
fleak of a horn, which being laid over black, seemeth black. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 218 The Beam and Tooth .. cut 
and tore away great Flakes of the Mettal. 1845 Darwin 
Voy, Nat. xvi. (1852) 369 The shells .. scaling off in flakes. 
1865 Luspock Preh. Times i. (1878) 13 We have a list com- 
prising + 310 long flakes and about 2000 small ones. 1875 

YELL Princ. Geol. II, m1, xlvii. 367 Flint Flakes having a 
fine cutting edge. .are met with. 

b. A piece of skin or flesh peeled or torn off; 
+a torn strip (of a garment). 

1611 SytvestER Du Bartas u. iv. ut. Schisme 236 Her 
mantle (tattered all in flakes). 1802 Med. Frul. VIII. 30 
The skin, instead of becoming branny, separated in large 
flakes, 1877 Bryant Odyss, v. 520 Flakes of skin .. Were 
left upon the rock. 1894 Dazly News 26 June 8/2 The flesh 
hung in flakes..on his arm. 


FLAKE. 


5. A stratum, lamina, or layer. 
applied to the shell of an oyster.) 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. (1586) 1. 21 b, The Plowe 
..breakes it not small yenough, but turneth up great flakes. 
1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage vi. v. § 2 (1626) 649 A Sedgie Reed 
.. called Papyrus, which easily diuides it selfe into thinne 
flakes. 1616 Browne 477/, Past. u. iii. 56 And claps it 
twixt the two pearle hiding flakes Of the broad yawning 
Oyster. 1828 Stark Llem. Nat. Hist. 11. 485 Flakes or thin 
lamin. 1843 PortLock Geol. 543 A dark green, talcose, 
clayey matter, disposed in irregular flakes. 1882 Garden 
14 Jan. 27/3 Thymes and Veronicas grow over stones in 
great flakes when let alone. 

b. fl. (See quot.) 

1883 GrESLEY Gloss. Coal Mining, Flaikes, shaly or fissile 
sandstone. 

6. A (loose) sheet of ice; a floe. 

1555 Epen Decades 305 The flakes or pieses of Ise doo 
flote aboue the water. 1685 Lutrrett Srvef Red. (1857) I. 
297 Vast flakes of ice of severall miles. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Geog. 1. 139 To coast..in small vessels, between the great 
flakes of ice and the shore, 1820 W. Scorespy Arct. Reg. 
I. 243 Immense flakes of ice..resembling fields in the extent 
of their surface. 

7. pl. The portions into which the flesh, esp. of 
certain fish, naturally falls. 

1611 BisLe 70d xli..23 The flakes of his flesh are ioyned 
together. 1622 Drayron Poly-olb. xxvi. (1748) 371 [The 
salmon] whose grain doth rise in flakes with fatness inter- 
larded. 1698 Tyson Ofossume in Phil. Trans. XX. 139 
Laminz [of fat]. .easily separable from one another, in broad 
Fleaks. 1892 H. Hurcuinson Fairway /sl, 19 The salmon 
-. was insipid .. though Mr. Trewin .. showed the curd 
between its flakes. 

8. A bundle of parallel threads or fibres; a lock 
or band of hair not twisted or plaited. arch. 

1s92 Lyty AZzdas ut. ii, Your mustachoes. .hanging downe 
to your mouth like goates flakes. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 37 
Maho..Whose Bark is made up of strings or threads.. You 
may draw it off either in flakes or small threads. 1713 STEELE 
Guardian No. 86 P 5 The flakes of hair which naturally 
suggest the idea of lightning. 1792 Dippin Memale Crusoe 
in Naval Chron. XXIV. 464, I dressed some. .cotton into.. 
thin flakes. 1839 Marryat Phantom Ship viii, His hair .. 
fell in long flakes upon his shoulders. 1870 SwINBURNE 
Ess. § Stud. (1875) 363 The heavy straying flakes of un- 
filleted hair. 

transf. 1658 RowLanp Mozfet's Theat. Ins. 908 That 
Honey is best for substance, which .. if you lift it up .. falls 
to the earth still homogeneous, unsevered, no way parted 
asunder, but remaines in one continued flake or line. 

9. A kind of carnation with striped petals. 

1727 BrapLey Ham. Dict. s.v. Carnation, The Flakes are 
of two Colours only, and those always strip’d. 1822 Loupon 
Encycl. Gardening 1, . 977 ‘The varieties of this flower 
{carnation] are now arranged in three classes: flakes, bi- 
zarres, and picotées. 

10. [from the vb.] A small fracture or ‘chip’. 

1866-7 G. SterHEens Rumnic Aon. I. 205 A mere accidental 
flake, and not touching the letter itself. 

11. a. a¢tvzb. in the trade names for varieties of 
certain products, as flake-manna, -tapioca, -tobacco, 
from their flaky appearance. 

1886 Daily News 24 Dec. 2/6 Tapioca .. Singapore flake 
soldat rather firmer prices. 1889 Syd. Soc. Lex. s.v. Manna, 
Flake Manna, a term employed in English commerce to 
denote the larger fragments and better qualities of manna. 
1894 Westm, Gaz. 14 Feb, 2/r Flake tobaccos..are growing 
..In popularity, 

b. Comb., as flake-heaped ppl. a.; also flake- 
feather, a plumule of extreme fineness and silky 
texture, found in falconine birds; hence /flake- 
feathered adj. (in quot. transf.) ; flake-knife (see 
sense 4); flake-stand, the cooling-tub of a still- 
worm; flake-white, a pigment made from the 


purest white-lead in the form of flakes or scales. 
1837 W. Maccituvray Brit. Birds 1. Introd. 79 If it be 
necessary to give these feathers a name, they may be called 
*flake-feathers. 1848 D, GreENWELL Poems 35 The *flake- 
feathered trees show like giant plumes. 1880 Browninc 
Drani. Idylls Ser. u. Pan & Luna 38 *Flake-heaped how or 
whence, The structure of that succourable cloud, What 
matter? 1865 Tytor Early Hist. Man. viii. 195 The 
*flake-knives are very rude. 1830 Donovan Dom. Econ. 
I. 255 The mash-tun and *flakestand might both be worth 
twelve shillings. 1660 Albert Durer Revived 18 White 
Lead, or *Flake White. 1752 Lapy Luxsoroucu Let. to 
Shenstone 6 Nov., My great parlour..is painted with flake- 
white. 1883 J. Pavn Thicker than Water xxix. (1884) 229 
Her whole face with a pallor on it like flake white or dead 


white. 

+ Flake, 53.2 Obs. [Cf. Du. v/ak blot, speck ; 
also FiEcK sé.] A blemish, flaw, fleck. 

13.. Z. E. Allit. P. A. 946 Hys flok is with-outen flake. 


1555 Even Decades 233 They espie in theim euery smaule 


spot or flake. 
+ Flake, 53.4 Obs. rare—'. [? a. F. flague or 
Du. v/acke (Kilian).] A shallow pool, salt-marsh. 
1898 tr. Linvschoten’s Disc. Voy. 1. iii. 5/2 Vpon the coast 
of Brasillia .. lieth great flakes or shallowes, which the 


Portingales call Abrashos. 

+ Flake, 50.5 Obs. Also fleake. [Cf. OHG. 
flec blow, stroke, also Du. vlaag gust of wind, 
Fuaw.] a. ?A heavy blow. b. A gust of 
wind. 

1389 Mirr. Mag., Salisbury xxxix, A pellet_came, and 
drove a myghty fleake, Agaynst my face. 1626 Cart. Smira 
Accid. Vig. Seamen 17 A flake of wind. 

Flake (fizik), 50.6 [Cf Faxes sd.!, and Ger. 
Jflechte of same meaning.) =Faxe sé.1 

1626 Capt. Smit Accidence 27 Coyle your cable in small 
flakes [Arinted slakes]. 1891 H. L. Webs in Electr. in 


(In quot. 1616 
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Daily Life, Making a Cable 178 The cable is arranged in 
flat coils .. each coil is technically known as a ‘ flake’. 

+ Flake, a. Ods. Also flact. [app. a var. of 
ME. Wrake:—OE. wilexc.] Tepid. 

e1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 255 Fille his eere ful of flact 
watir. ‘¢1430 Two Cookery-bks. 21 Wasshe hem [Rys] clene 
in flake Water. 

Flake (flzik), v.1 Also 9 fleak. [f. FLAKE sé.7] 

1. ¢gutr. +a. Of snow: To fall in flakes. Ods. 
b. transf. To fall like flakes of snow. 

1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. xxxiv. (1513) X vj, Snowe that 
flaketh fro Iupyters toure. 1598 FLorio, A/ffioccare, to 
flake as snowe doth. 1852 Moir Winter Wild iii. Poet. 
Wks. II. 219 Butterflies .. Down flaking in an endless 
stream. 1890 W.C. RusseLt Ocean Trag. III. xxvi. 19 Red 
stars trembled in the silver lamps .. flaking, as it seemed, 
upon the eye out of the mirrors. 

2. trans. a. To cover with or as with flakes (of 
snow, etc.); to fleck. b. monce-wse. To form 


(snow) into flakes. 

1602 Marston Ant. §& Mel. mt. Wks. 1856 I. 30 The 
shuddering morne that flakes, With silver tinctur, the east 
vierge of heaven. 1725 Pork Odyss. 1v. 773 No winds in- 
clement. .flake the fleecy snow. 1845 Hirst Poems 70 The 
arching azure overhead Was flaked with gems. 1858 Loner. 
M. Standish i. 14 His russet beard was already Flaked 
with patches of snow, as hedges sometimes in November. 

3. a. + To break into small pieces (0ds.). b. To 
break flakes or chips from; to chip. Also, in a 
more restricted sense (see quot. from WVature 1879). 
ce. To break or rub away or off in flakes; to take 
off in flakes or layers. 

1627-77 FettHam Resolves 11. xlv. 247 Negligence. .flakes 
away more of its [the Soul’s] steel and hardness, than all 
the hackings of a violent hand can perform. 1632 Heywoop 
Tron Age u. 1, Wks. 1874 ILI. 362 Fall on the murderer, 
And flake him smaller then the Lybean sand. 1665 HookEe 
Microgr. 110 Large pieces of the Shell. .sticking on to them, 
which were easily to be broken or flaked off by degrees. 
1667 WaterHouseE Fire Lond. 69 Chapels, Churches, Monu- 
ments: all which it..flaked and enervated. 1855 Brown- 
inc Men & Wom., Olid Pictures at Florence xxiv, Their 
ghosts..Watching each fresco flaked and rasped. 1864 
Realm 2 Mar. 8 The Cyclopean blocks [of newspapers] are 
flaked off in reams and quires. 1865 Tytor Early Hist, 
Man. viii. 198 Most stone knives of the kind seem to have 
been used, as they were flaked off. 1879 Nature 18 Sept. 
483/2 He [Mr. F. H. Cushing] accidentally discovered that 
small fragments could be broken off from a piece of flint 
with much greater .. precision, by pressure with a pointed 
rod of bone or horn, than by blows with a hammer-stone .. 
To this process Mr. Cushing gives the name of flaking, to 
distinguish it from chipping produced by percussion. Jézd., 
Arrow-heads could in this way be flaked even into the most 
delicate .. shapes. 1887 W. Rye Wozfolk Broads p. iv, 
Watermen .. are believed to flake off their dirt. .by rubbing 
themselves against the sharp angles of square flint church 
towers. 4 

4. intr. for reff. To come away or off in flakes ; 
to scale or chip off. 

1759 Cotesrooke in Phil. Trans. LI. 45 It flaked off from 
the board. 1839 W. S. Coteman Woodlands (1866) 109 
Covered with reddish bark that flakes off readily on being 
touched. 1877 A. B. Epwarps UZ Wile ii. 29 Its stuccoed 
cupola was flaking off piecemeal. 1879 [see FLAxy 2]. 1885 
Law Times 14 Y¥eb. 285/1 The enamel surface had. flaked 
away in several places. 

5. trans. To mark with flakes or streaks. 

1615 Hrywoop Moure Prentises Wks. 1874 II. 240 Wee’ll 
flake our white steeds in your Christian blood, 1857 H. 
Mitter Zest. Rocks iv. 182 Jupiter. .is known..by the dark, 
shifting bands .. fleaking his surface in the line of his trade 
winds. 

6. (Anglo-Irish.) To beat, flog. In quot. adsol. 

1841 S. C. Hatt /veland 11. 316 vote, My back was sore 
with the flaking.. Flake away, my jewil. 

7. intr. dial, (See quots.) [Perh. belongstonext vb. ] 

c1746 J. Cotter (Tim Bobbin) Vzew Lanc. Dial. Gloss., 
To Fleak, to bask in the sun, 1876 Whitby Gloss., ‘ Fleeak’d 
i’ bed’, laid naked. Jdid., ‘Fleeaking in bad weather’, going 
out too thinly clad. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., 
‘I seed a ruck o’ lads an’ dogs flakin’ o’ that sunny bonk.’ 
1884 Chesh. Gloss., One who is lazy in the morning and will 
not get up is described as ‘lying flaking i’ bed’. 

+ Flake, v.2 Obs. [var. of FLack, Fuac.] = 
FLAG v. in various zzz¢r. senses. To become lan- 


guid or flabby. Ofa garment: To fall in folds. 

1480 Robt. Devyll 13, 1 will contynewe and never wyll 
flake Thoughe I therfore my lyfe lose shoulde. 1545 RayNoLD 
Byrth Mankynde i. vii. (1634) 137 If the right brest flake 
and flagge. 1892 WyrLEY Avzmorie 100 Downe to the 
ground doth sweeping vestment flake. 

Flaked (flzik’d), Af/. a. [f. Fuane sd.2 or v.1 
+-ED1! or 4.] a. Arranged in or formed into 
flakes or layers. b. Marked with flakes or streaks. 

1577 Harrison England ui. viii, (1878) m. 31 It is not 
cloued as the lillie, nor flaked as the scallion. 1703 T. N. 
City §& C. Purchaser 107 Chimney-pieces of Egyptian, or 
black Fleak’d-marble. 1849 //orist 261 A bizarre Carnation 
..is considered to belong to a higher class than the simpler 
flaked kinds. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Aj”. in Frud. Geog. 
Soc. XX1X. 112 A sea of purest azure, flaked by fleecy opal- 
tinted vapours. 1860 Ruskin JZfod. Paint. V. v1. ix. 80 The 
spire of the cypress, and flaked breadth of the cedar. 1888 
Wine, Spirit § Beer 8 Mar. Advt., Flaked rice malts. 

Fla‘kelet. [f. Fraxn 50.2 + -ter.] A small 
flake. 

1887 T. G. Bonney in ¥rxd. Geol. Soc. XLIV. 17 Flakelets 
of fragmental mica or earthy matter. 

Flaker (flékox).  [f. Fuaxe v.1+-mr1.] 

1. One who flakes; sfec. one who strikes off 
flakes of flint to be used as gun-flints. 








FLAM. 


1879 Excycl, Brit. 1X. 326/1 An expert flaker will make 
7000 to 10,000 flakes in a day of twelve hours. 

2. An implement for flaking flint. 

189 D. WiLson Right Hand 51 A..wooden flaker sufficed 
for the Aztecs in shaping the easily-worked obsidian. 189z 
Ardrossan Her, 30 Oct. 2 Flint implements and weapons, 
including..flakers, &c. 

Flaking (fléikin), 77. a. [f. FLaxnv.! + -1n@2,] 
That flakes, in various senses of the vb. 

1836 Lytron AZzhens (1837) II. 561 The wild steeds .. 
from their fiery breath .. Scatter the flaking foam. 1870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 115 Potentilla fruticosa .. bark 
flaking. 

Flakon, obs. form of FLAGON. 

Flaky (flzki), a. Also 6 flakie, 8 fleaky, 8-9 
flakey. [f. Fuaxn 53.24+-y1.] 

1. Consisting of flakes, or of what resembles 
flakes ; said esp. of snow. 

1580 SIDNEY Ps. Cxxxv. iii, In flaky mists, the reaking 
vapors rise. 1594 Suaks. Rich. I1/, v. ili. 86 Flakie darke- 
nesse breakes within the East. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 110 
A white coat, or flaky substance on the top, just like the out- 
sides of such Shells. 1714 Gay 7vivia 11. 199 She bids the 
Snow descend in flaky Sheets. 1802 Aled. Frnd. VIII. 435 
A flakey sort of milk. 1819 Craspe 7. of Hall x. Wks. 1834 
V. 23 Snow-white bloom falls flaky from the Thorn. 1823 
E. Smitx Let, in Bray Tamar & Tavy (1838) I. 209 A mass 
of flaky..white fog. 1839 Marryat Phantom Ship xi, The 
sky was covered with flaky clouds. 1856 Kane Arce. Expl. 
I, xxi. 270 A snow, moist and flaky. 

b. Of a flame: cf. FLAKE sd.2 2. 
1776 W. Combe Diaboliad 7 With flaky flames the distant 


region glow’d. 
2. Separating easily into flakes; flake-like. 


Llaky-spar, a local name for CALCITE. 

1672 BoyLe Ess. Gems 22 Diamonds themselves have a 
grain or a flaky Contexture, not unlike the fissility, as the 
schools call it, in wood. c1720 W. Gisson Farrier’s Dispens. 
1. 11. (2734) 93 The genuine true Salt is transparent and 
fleaky. 1748 tr. Vegetius’ Distempers Horses 107 Scissile 
or flaky Alum. 1758 Descr. Thames 171 A flat, luscious and 
flaky Fish like the Salmon. 1784 J. Twamiry Dairying 98 
It is warmth that ., causes Cheese to cut Flakey. 1837 M. 
Donovan Dom. Econ. 11, 5 The flesh [of the cod] when boiled 
becomes firm and flaky, 1837 HawTHorne 7wice-told T. 
(z85t) I. viii. 179 Pies, with such white and flaky paste. 
1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 728 The flaky 
lateral muscles of the caudal region disappear. 1872 BLack 
Adv. Phaeton xii. 162 The flaky red surface of the old tower. 
1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Flaky-spar .. the 
local name given to this spar is very likely due to the 
manner in which its beautiful rhomboidal prisms sever or 
flake, 

3. Full of locks or tufts of hair. 

1803 Pic Nic No. 7 (1806) II. 32 His [an ass’s] flaky ears 
prick’d up withal. 1877 Brack Green Past. xxxviili. (1878) 
304 His beard in twisted and flaky tangles. 

Hence Fla‘kily adv.,ina flaky manner. Fla‘ki- 
ness, the quality or condition of being flaky. 

1831 J. Witson in Dlackw. Jag. XXIX, 306 A better day 
for a [snowball] Bicker never rose flakily from the yellow 
East. 1748 Phil. Trans. XLV. 364 Brine-Salt hath ever- 
more two main Defects, Flakyness and Softness. 


Flale, obs. form of Fiat. 


Flam (flem), sd.1 and a. 

[See Fuam z.] 
AGESS: 

+1. A fanciful notion, caprice, whim. Ods. 

a1625 Fretrcurr Hum. Lieutenant iv. i, Presently With 
some new flam or other .. She takes her chamber. 1672 
Eacuarp Hobbes’ State Nat. Lett. 20 It may be convenient 
for you to call this. .a flam, a whisker, a caprice. 

+2. A fanciful composition ; a conceit. Obs. 

21637 B. Jonson Underwoods, Execr. Vulcan 36 Ana- 
grams, Or Eteosticks, or your finer flams Of eggs and 
halberts. 1725 Swirt Let. to Pope Wks, 1761 VIII. xii. 46 
Philips writes little flams (as Lord Leicester called those 
sort of verses) on Miss Carteret. 1755 Gray Let. to Wharton 
9 Mar., Must they too come out in the shape of little six- 
penny flams, dropping one after another, till Mr. Dodsley 
thinks fit to collect them .. into a pretty volume? 


3. A sham story, fabrication, falsehood ; a piece 


of deception, a trick. 

1632 SHERWoop, A flam, or a flimflam tale, /otte. 1637 
Pockiincton Altare Chr. 22 Vhe Lincolneshire minister 
can devise no flamme (as he speaks) to shift off these .. 
cleare places in Origen. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. 1. ii. § 9. 12 
His Flamens and Arch-Flamens, seeme. . Flamms and Arch- 
Flamms, even notorious Falshoods. 1760 Foote A/znor 1. 
Wks. 1799 I. 257 Had the flam been fact, your behaviour 
was natural enough. 1826 J. Witson Woct. Avebr. Wks. 1855 
I. 5 And all that comes after a flim anda flam. 1888 D. C. 
Murray Danger. Catspaw 164 The letter’s a flam. 

b. Humbug, deception ; flattery, ‘blarney’. 

1692 Souru Conscience Serm. 1737 II. xii. 443 All pretences 
to the contrary are nothing but cant and cheat, flam and 
delusion. 1825 Brockett WV. Country Was., Hlamt, flat- 
tery bordering on a lie. 185 Maynew Lond. Labour I. 
367 ‘There are very few who take money; indeed they pro- 
fess to take none at all. But that is all flam’, said my 
informant. 1878 Cumbid. Gloss., Flanz, flattery—equiva- 
lent to blarney. 

+ B. adj. [Developed from an attrib. use of the 
sb.; cf. Fancy C. adj.] That is intended to de- 


ceive; counterfeit, fictitious, sham. Ods. 

1678-9 C. Harton 18 Mar. in Hatton Corr, (878) I. 184 
His Loppe had been impos’d on bya flamm report. 1692 
Contriv. S. Blackhead in Select. Hart. Misc. (1793) 516 She 
addeth a flam story, that she had got his hand by corrupting 
one of the letter-carriers. 1692 R. L’Estrance Fosephus* 
Antig. xvi. vi, He could not so conveniently impose upon 
his Father with flam Stories against his Brothers, 


Also 7 flamm(e. 


FLAM. 


Hence + Flam-flirt 77¢. (cf. FLIM-FLAM-FLIRT), 


nonsense. 

1590 R. W. 3 Lords 6 Ladies B iij b, Fly, flam flurt: why? 
Can a flie doo hurt? , ‘ 

Flam (flem), 5.2 [Prob. echoic.] A signal 
by beat of drum (see quot. 1819). 

1796 Grose Dict. Vile. Tongue, Flam, a single stroke on 
a drum. 1819 Rees Cyc/. XII. s.v. Drum, The Flam is 
a beat made by the two sticks striking almost at the same 
instant on the-head, but so as to be heard separately. 1848-9 
in SoutHey Comm.-pl. Bk. VV. 434 In beating the drum there 
is the roll, the swell, the flam and the ruffle. 1876 in VoyLE 
Milit. Dict. (ed. 3). , oy 

Flam (flzm), 52.3 [Of uncertain origin; pos- 
sibly identical with FuLamse flag, iris; ‘the 
flams’*may have been used for the place where 
these plants grow, and the meaning of the 
sing. may have been wrongly deduced.] (See 


quots. ) : 

1725 Hearne R. Brunne's Chron. Gloss. s.v. Flont, It is 
withall remarkable, that low, watry, rushy places are fre- 
quently call'd Flams by persons..in and about Oxford. 
1791 Rep. Navig. Thames § Isis Estimate 3 The Flam or 
Close to be cut through, and Gangways to the Bridge for 
the Towing-Horses. 1872 H. W. Taunt Map of Thames 
p. x, The reedy flams which line its left bank. 

+ Flam, sd.4 Obs.—! %Short for FLAMBEAU. 

1755 Amory J/emoirs 449 We had but one flam left. An 
accident might likewise extinguish it, and then what could 
we do? 

Flam (fem), v. [Belongs to FLAm 5b.1; if sense 
1 below be not a different word, the vb. is the earlier. 
Cf. Furmm-FuaAM and FLAMFeEw, of either of which 
jiam may be a shortened form. ] 

+1. trans. ?To counterfeit, ‘mock’. Ods. 

c1500 Ratis Raving etc. 3687 Flam not the flouris at wyll 
faid, To mend hir mak at god has maid. : 

2. To deceive by a sham story or trick, or by 


flattery; also, fo flam off, up. Obs. exc. dial. or 
U.S. 


1637 Hrywoop Dial. ii. Wks. 1874 VI. 112 You do not 
well to jeere and flam Me. @ 1658 Forp, etc. Witch Edmon- 
tom u1. li, Was this your cunning ?—and then flam me off 
With an old witch. 1660 Bonn Scwt. Reg. 188 Damnable 
Usurpers .. flaming the people in the mouth with a tale. 
1692 Soutu Ser. (1697) 465 A God, who is not to be 
flamm’d off with Lyes. 1760 C. Jounston Chrysal (1822) 
II. 296 No such tricks for me. I am not to be flammed so 
neither. 1837-40 Hatisurton Clockmz. (1862) 153 Few 
would accept it.. without some sponsible man to indorse it, 
that warn’t given to flammin. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Flam 
up, to cajole. 1884 Chesh. Gloss. Flam, to humbug, or 
deceive. ‘ He’s only flammin,’ 

Flam, var. of FuamM, FLAN. 


+Flaman, flammant. 
see FLAMINGO.] A flamingo. 

1706 Puittips (ed. Kersey), /lamzet or Flammant, a large 
and fine Fowl, as big as a wild Goose, having the Legs and 
Neck very long. 1708 Motreux Rabelais iv. xli. (1737) 
166 A Phenicoptere (which in Languedoc they call Flaman). 
1737 OzeELt Radelais u. i. II. 14 You would have said they 
had been Cranes, or Flamans (zo¢e a flame-coloured Bird 
with long red legs). 1730-6 in Baixry (folio). 

Flamant, flammant (fle mant). [a. OF. 
flam(m)ant, f. flam(m)er to FuamMe.] Flaming. 
Obs. exc. Her. 

1607 Toprsett Four-f Beasts 485 This constellation is 
stiled .. as heate-bearing .. hot, flammant. — Serpents 
(1658) 751 The second is reddish, like fire flamant. 1610 
Guim Heraldry i. iv. 95 He beareth seuen Fire brands 
Flammant and Scintillant, Proper. 1889 Etvin Dict. Her., 
Flamant, Flammant..¥laming or Burning. 

+Flama‘tion. 0ds.—! [f. Fuame v. +-aTion.] 
Hence Flama‘tious a. [-ous]. (See quot.) 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 387/2 A Flamation, or 
Flamatious feeling ; as the pain of burning and scalding. 

Flamb (flem), v. Sc. Also 5-6 flawme, 6 
flame, 6, 8 flamm. [a. F. flamde-r to singe; 
originally a var. of flam(m)er to FLAME.] trans. 
To baste (‘ with flaming lard’, Jam.). 

1440 Anc. Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 450 Take 
fygges..and frie hom, and flawme hom with honey. ?a1gs0 
fretris of Berwik 137 in Dunbar's Poems (1893) 289 Scho 
.. bad the madin .. To flawme, and turne, and rost thame 
tenderly. ¢1568 Lauper Godlie Tractate 460 Euerie fatt 
Souch fedis and flammis ane vther. 1818 Scorr Bx. Lamm, 
xili, The iron ladle, with which she had just been lambing 
(Anglicé, basting) the roast of mutton. 

Proverb, 1721 Ketry Sc. Prov. 93 Every Man flamms 
[ote basteth] the fat Sow’s Arse. They will be sure to get 
most Gifts that least want them. 

+ Flambant (flembant), a. Ods. exc. Her. 
[a. F. flambant, pr. pple. of flamber to flame.] 
a. Her. Flaming, on fire. b. (See quot. 
1597.) 7 - 

1597 Gerarp Herbal 1. Ixxxvii. (1633) 144 There is another 
to be seen with a floure mixed with streakes of red and 
yellow, resembling a flame of fire, whereupon we have 
called it flambant. @1661 Futter Worthies iv. (1662) 46 
An Urn with an Heart flambant [f77nted flamboul] sup- 
ported by two Angels, 1889 Etvin Dict. Her., Flambant, 
Flaming or burning. 

+Flambe. [a. OF. flambe (var. of flamme 
FiameE sé.), still used in Fr. as the name of the 
plant.] a. A torch. b. The yellow flag (Zrés 
pseudacorus) ; in quot. attrib. 

¢1430 Lyne. Bochas u. xxvii, (1554) 63 b, No flambes nor 
brondes clere shining To bren his body wt fiers funeral. 
1486 Bk. St. Albans C y, Take smale flambe rotis. 


[a. F. flamant: 
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Flamb(e, obs. forms of FLAME. 

Flambeau (fle’mbor), Forms: 7 flambo, -oy, 
8 -oe, 7—- flambeau; #/. 7 flamboys, 7-8 -o(e)s, 
7— flambeaus, -eaux. [a. F. fambeau (=med.L. 

Jlambellum), £. flambe FLAME sb.] 

1. A torch ; esf. one made of several thick wicks 
dipped in wax; a lighted torch. 

1632 St. 7rials, Ct. Coningsmark, etc. 11, I had a flam- 
beau in my hand. 1638 Sir T. Hersert 7vrawv. (ed. 2) 133 
Others fired their flambeauxes [sic]. 1697 C’tess D’ A unoy’s 
Trav. (1706) 148 After the Collation was ended, Flamboys 
were brought in. 1749 FreLpInc Yom Fones vil. xiv, Eyes 
as big..as two large flambeaux. 1816 Scotr Aztig. xxv, 
An open grave, with four tall flambeaus .. placed at the 
corners, 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge xvi, Many a private 
chair .. preceded by running-footmen bearing flambeaux, 

b. A fire-signal or beacon. 

1688 Woop Lz/e (1894) III. 533 A great flambo on Combs 
his house. .was seen as far as Newnham. 

+2. transf. and fig. (Cf. torch, firebrand.) Obs. 

1670 EHacuarp Cont. Clergy. (1705) 132 Receiving some 
benediction from the flambo’s of your Eyes. a 1670 HackET 
Abp. Williams 1. ccxxvi. (1693) 220 Our Laws of Correc- 
tion against such dangerous Flambeaux. 1685 Gracian’s 
Courtier’'s Orac. 54 The sayings of Alexander are the 
Flamboes of his deeds, ‘ 

3. A large decorated candlestick. 

(In mod. Dicts.) : 

4. South. U.S, ‘One of the set of kettles used in 
the open-kettle process of sugar-making, so called 
because the flames of the furnace strike it with 
most force’ (Cent. Dict.). [So in Fr.] 

5. attrib. and Come., as fambeau-bearer, -light. 

1806 A. Duncan Welson’s Funeral 25 The men worked by 
candle and flambeau light. 1859 Dickens 7. Two Cities 
11.ix, Monsieur the Marquis, with his flambeau-bearer going 
on before, went up the staircase to a door in a corridor. 

Hence Fla‘mbeaued ///. a., furnished with or 


lighted by flambeaux. 
1852 Meanderings of Mem. 1.166 Flambeaued folly of the 
long procession. 


Flamberg, flamberge (flembeig, flai- 
berg). [a. OF. flamberge, proper name of the 
sword of the Paladin Roland and of that of Renaud 
of Montauban; hence, generally, a sword; the 
form /Voberge occurs earlier, and is prob. more 
correct; of unknown (presumably Teut.) etymo- 
logy.] A kind of fencing-sword or rapier. 

1885 E. Castie Schools § Masters of Fence (1892) 271 
The sword .. is a transition rapier of the Flamberg 
type. J/bid. 333 The special character of this so-called 
Flamberg is the comparative simplicity of the hilt. 


+ Fla‘mble, v. Os. rare—1 [f. OF. flamble 
:—L. flammula, dim. of flamma flame.] intr. To 


be in flames; to flame. 
1887 K. Arthur (Copland) v. iv, Lyke as y? land and 
water had flambled [Caxton has flammed] all on fyre. 


Flamboyance (flzmboians). [f. as next: 
see -ANCE.] ‘The quality of being flamboyant. 

1891 Athenzum 17 Jan. 86/1 Flamboyance .. may be a 
better augury of right richness when chastening comes than 
conventional moderation. 


Flamboyancy (flmboi-ansi). [f. next: see 
-ANCY.] =prec. In mod. Dicts. 


Flamboyant (flemboi-ant), a. and sd. Also 
9 flambeauant. [a. F. flamboyant, pr. pple. of 
Jlamboyer, OF. flambezier, f. flambe FLAME sb, 

The OF. word may however descend from the pop.L. 
*flammidiare (whence It. frammmeggiare) or the recorded 
late L. Wammigére (Gellius).] 

A. adj. 

1, Arch. Characterized by waved lines of con- 
trary flexure in flame-like forms (Gwilt): of the 
style prevalent in France in the 15th and the first 


half of the 16th c. Also absol. (quasi-sé.). 

1832 Rickman in Archzologia XXV. 182 They are of all 
dates, from Early French to the latest Flamboyant. 1836 
H. G. Knyicutr Archit. Tour Normandy 215 A change 
..which has recently acquired the fanciful appellation of 
Flamboyant. 1848 Rickman Avchiz. 153 A tendency to 
the Flamboyant style of tracery is frequently observable. 
1861 Beresr. Hore Lng. Cathedr. 19th C.31 The exuberant 
Flamboyant of the continent. 1883 Gd. Words 503 Etch- 
ingham church, with its. .curious flamboyant window. 

b. In loose and transferred use: Florid, floridly 
decorated. 

1879 DowpENn Southey i.g That flamboyant penmanshi; 
admired by our ancestors, 1883 L. Wincrietp A. Rowe I. 
v. 94 Sir Francis Burdett indulged in flamboyant perora- 
tions. 1887 Saintspury Hist. Edizab. Lit. ii. 42 Although 
he [Sidney] seldom or never reaches the beauties of the 
flamboyant period of prose. 

2. Of wavy form, suggesting the outline of a 
flame. Said chiefly of a sword. 

1876 Gro. Eviot Dan, Der. 362 With massive face, 
flamboyant hair. 1878 Browninc La Saisiaz 80 He there 
with the brand flamboyant. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ. 
111.152 A Siamese grotesque head.,[with] flambeauant ears, 
1885 E. CastLe Schools §& Masters of Fence (1892) 334 By 
some writers it [the name Flamberg] is restricted to the 
flamboyant Spadone or Zweyhander. 

3. Flamingly or gorgeously coloured. 

1851 Loner. Gold. Leg. ut. xli, See, too, the Rose, above 
the western portal Flamboyant with a thousand gorgeous 
colours. 1867 D. G. Mitcuet, Rural Studies 3 Whose 
daughters, in flamboyant ribbons, were among the belles of 
the parish, 1888 Punch 13 Oct. 170/3 Oh, the flamboyant 





FLAME. 


flare of those fiendish designs, With their sanguine paint- 
splashes. 3 é 
B. sé. A name for certain plants with flame- 


coloured flowers. 

1879 Mrs. Bisuor Sk. Malay Pen. i.in Leisure H. (1883) 
20/2 That wonderful flowering tree variously known as the 
‘flamboyant’ and ‘the flame of the forest’ (Poinciana 
regia), 1885 Lapy Brassey The Trades 141 The richly- 
coloured orange and yellow flowers of the flamboyante 
(Poinciana). 

Hence Flamboy‘antly, adv. 

1894 Speaker 26 May 586/2 Upon this canvas they are 
radiantly and flamboyantly alive. 


Flamboyantize (flémboiAnteiz), v. [f. prec. 
+ -128.] a. zntr. To become flamboyant. b. 


trans. ‘Vo render flamboyant. 

1846 Ecclesiologist V1. 70 Just when Middle-Pointed in 
France, was beginning to Flamboyantize. 1857 Jdzd. 
XVIII. 229 Two great marigolds; one Flamboyantised. 


Flamboyantism (flémboiantiz’m). [f. as 
prec. + -18M.] Flamboyant style. 


1846 Zcclesiologist V1. 72 The west window in..its Flam- 
boyantism, much resembles the eastern, 

Flambuginous, a. vare—'. [A_ burlesque 
formation on Fuam.] Of the nature of a ‘ flam’. 

1813 Sforting Mag. XLII. 19 The... flambuginous sea- 
monster, known by the name of the Non-Descript. 

Flame (fizim), sd. Forms: 4 flaume, 4-5 

flamme, (5 flome), 4-6 flawme, flaumbe, 5-7 
flambe, (7 flam), 4—- flame. [a. OF. jlamée, 
Jlamme:—L. flamma, of disputed etymology ; ac- 
cording to some scholars for */l@gma, f. root *flag- 
in flagrare to blaze ; according to others for *#ama, 
f. fla-re to blow.] 

1. Vapour heated to the point of combustion ; 
ignited gas. Also, + flame of fire. 

a. without plural. 

c¢1384 Cuaucer HY. Fame u. 261 
lyghted smoke. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. x. iv. 
(2495) 376 Flamme is fyre inayry matere. c 1400 MAuUNDEV, 
(Roxb.) viii. 29 Oute of be whilk commes flawme of fire. 
1563 FuLKe Meteors (1640) 23 Where earthquakes have 
beene, great abundance of smoke, flame, and ashes, is cast 
out. 1678 Hoppers Decam., vi. 60 Flame is nothing but a 
multitude of Sparks. 1704 Newton Ofticks m1. xi. 134 Is 
not flame a vapour, fume, or exhalation heated red hot, that 
is, so hot as to shine? 1831 Brewster Wevw/Zon (1855) II. 
xxv. 368 Flame consists of particles of carbon brought to 
a white heat,—an opinion of Sir Humphry Davy’s. 

b. with plural: A portion of ignited vapour, 
often spire-like or tongue-like. + Zo put to flames: 
to set on fire. 

@ 1340 Hampote Psalter xxviii. [xxix.] 7 Pe voice of lord 
sherand pe flaume of fire. 1377 Lancet P. Pd. B, xv. 239 Pe 
weyke and fyre wil make a warme flaumbe. c¢x1400 Desir. 
Troy 12009 Flammes of fyre fuerse to behold. c1450 Lonr- 
LicH Grail xlviii. 174 Fir and flambes they casten echedel 
vppon Moys there that he sat. @ 1533 Lp. Berners Huon 
Ixiv. 221 His vysage became lyke a flame of fyer. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 1. 554 Thrice to the vaulted Roof 
the Flames aspire. 1722 Sewer Hist. Quakers (1795) I. 1v. 
272 The flames ascended above my head. 1800 tr. Lagrange s 
Chem. II, 245 The acid burns with a blue flame. 187 
Morey Compromise (1886) 17 The sky of Paris was re 
with the incendiary flames of the Commune, 


ce. fig. (see also Q.) 

1548 Hatt Chron. Hen. VI, 154 The inhabitauntes .. per- 
ceyuing, that the great flamme of the Englishe force was 
extinct and consumid. 160z Suaxs. Ad/’s Wel 1, ii. 59 Let 
me not liue.. After my flame lackes oyle. 1623 FAvINE 
Theat. Hon, 1. i. 61 Saint Hierome, the .. cleare flame of 
the Church. 1887 Bowen Virg. Aineid 1. 263 War's great 
flame he shall kindle in Italy. : : 

d. 2/. (with the) =fire. Chiefly with reference 
to death or destruction by burning. Phrase, ¢o 
commit to the flames. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 249/2 The blessid chyldren wente 
thorugh the flambes. 1656 CowLrey Poems, Misc. 10 Pity 
him Jove, and his bold ‘Theft allow, The flames he once 
stole from thee grant him now. 1713 STEELE EZxglishman 
No. 55. 354 He was put into the Hames with the General_ 
Acclamation of the Multitude. 1782 Priesttey Corrnfpt. 
Chr. II. 1x. 191 Ziska..condemned the rest to the flames. 
1817 SHELLEY Revolt of /slam xu, xxv. 1 When the con- 
suming flames had wrapt ye round. 

e. with reference to hell or purgatory. 

1382 Wyciir Luke xvi. 24 Send Lazarus that he..kele 
my tunge; for I am turmentid in this flawme. c1575 W. 
Furke Confut. Doctr. Purgatory (1577) 182 To quench the 
flambes of purgatory. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 304 
By hellish flams thy soule..devoured bee. 1832 TENNYSON 
Szsters 7 She died: she went to burning flame. 


+f. Vital flame (see quot.). Ods. in scientific 
use. 

1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), Vital Flame, a kind of subtil 
— kindled Heat which some suppose to be in the 

eart of Living-Creatures, f 

2. The condition of visible combustion. In 
phrases, On flame, {on or of a flame, in a flame, 
tx flames: blazing, on fire; trazsf. of a wound, 
etc., inflamed ; 77g. inflamed with anger, passion, or 
zeal. Also ¢o put or set on or tn (ta) flame, to 
burst into flame(s, etc. See also AFLAME. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos ii. 14 The cyte was cruelly sette 
a fyre, and ona flamm. 1638 Sir T. Hersert 7 av. (ed. 2) 
297 Redolent gums .. incendiated or put to flames, wherein 
the dead body is laid. 1652 J. Wapswortu tr. Sandoval’s 
Civ. Wars Spain 351 The timber of the Church taking fire 
therewith, all was immediately of a flame. 1658 A. Fox 
Wurtz’ Surg. wm. i. 220 If a wound be in a flame when 


Flaumbe ys but 


FLAME. 
drest. 1656 CowLry Poenzs, ATistress 13 [My heart] ’tis all 
on flame. 1676 Hospes /d/ad (1677) 182 Set the Argives 


hollow ships on flame. 1685 Crowne Six C. Wice v. 49 What 
a flame had your negligence put me into. 1697 Dampier 
Voy. 1,116 ‘They found their Boat all in flames. 1721 De 
For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 47 The town. .was all ona flame. 
1764 Gotpsm. /vav, 219 Unknown those powers that raise 
the soul to flame. 1790 Beatson Wav. § Mit. Mem. 1. 74 
Setting the nation in a flame against the Minister. 1790 
Wictocks Voy. 11 Immediately his face was all over in a 
flame. 1818 SHeLttey Rev. /slam ut. xvi. 8 Below the 
smoke of roofs involved in flame. 1847 TENNyson Princ. 
vi. 348 The day. . Now set a wrathful Dian’s moon on flame. 
1879 M. Pattison J7Zi/fon 53 Once, at twenty, he [Milton] 
was all on flame by the casual meeting. .with a damsel. 

3. transf. A bright beam or ray of light (esp. from 
a heavenly body). 

¢1374 CHaucer Boeth. 1. Metr. iii. 39 Pe flamus of pe 
sonne pat ouer comeb pe sterre ly3t. 31572 BossEwELL 
Armorie 11. 132 These starres..cast from them flambes 
in maner of heares, 1611 Biste Wisd. xvii. 5 Neither 
could the bright flames of the starres endure to lighten that 
horrible night. 1710 Pore Windsor For. 390 Where clearer 
flames glow round the frozen Pole. 1842 Loner. Sf. Stud. 
1. v, When the moon began to show her silver flame. 1877 
Bryant Poems, Little People of Snow 184 The northern 
lights, such as thou seest In the midwinter nights, cold, 
wandering flames, 


b. p/. Applied humorously to ‘red’ hair. Also 


to one who has such hair. Cf. CARROT 3. 

1823 ‘J. Ber’ Slang, Flames, red haired people receive this 
appellation ..‘vho should I fling my precious ogles upon 
but Flames—she as lived at the Blue Posts?’ 

4. fig. Bright or glowing light; brilliance, bril- 
liant colouring. 

1781 Cowrer friendship ii, That jewel of the purest 
flame. 1873 Ovipa Pascarel II. 162 The flame of roses 
burns on every handsbreadth of untilled ground. 

5. Something resembling a flame of fire: +a. A 
flame-shaped ornament. b. A streak or patch of 
colour or the like. 

1602 Secar Hon. Mil. & Civ. u. xvii. 88 Mantelets of 
greene cloth of siluer.. bordered about with flambes of 
golde, 1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1562/4 A Bright Bay Gelding 
..a white Flame from the Forehead almost to the Nostrils, 
1820 SHELLEY W7tch vi. 3 The sly serpent, in the golden 
flame Of his own volumesintervolved. 1888 Miss BrapDon 
Fatal Three 1. vi, The yellow stonecrop made a flame of 
colour on the top. 

6. In certain figurative applications of sense 1. 

a. A burning feeling or passion, esp. of love: 
To fan the flame: to heighten its intensity by 
artificial or artful means. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter cxxxvii. 1 Alle kyndul pou in be 
flawme of pi luf. ¢1386 CHaucer Pars. 7. P 279 Thanne 
feeleth he anoon a flambe of delit. a@x450-1530 JZyrr. our 
Ladye 212 Thre flaumbes of charyte. 1601 SHaks, Ad/’s 
Well, iii. 217 So true a flame of liking. 1667 Mitton P, L. 
v. 807 Abdiel .. Stood up, and in a flame of zeale severe 
The current of his fury thus oppos’d. 1702 Pore Sapho 20 
Ah youth ungrateful to a flame like mine! 1708 Rowre 
Royal Convert Prol., The same Flame, by different Ways 
express’d, Glows in the Heroe’s and the Poet’s Breast. 
1783 J.O’Krerre Sirth-day 17 The lovely town-bred dame, 
Dear cause of manya flame. 1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray 
Fam. IV. 212,1..neglected no opportunity of fanning the 
flame. 1814 Cary Dante, Paradise 11. 69 She seemed With 
love’s first flame to glow. 18853 Maser Coins Prettiest 
Woman ix, ‘This flame of ardent ambition kept her alive. 


b. quasi-concr. The object of one’s love. For- 


merly poet. ; now only ocular. 

1647 CowLey Mistress, Eccho ii, Thy flame, whilst living, 
..Was of less beauty. 1709 Prior Ode, Euphelia serves to 
grace my Measure; But Cloe is my real Flame. @1760 
J. Browne Poems, Let. to Corinna (1768) 109 My earliest 
flame, to whom I owe All that a Captain needs to know. 
1807 W. Irvine Salmag. (1824) 263 This little damsel..was 
my uncle John’s third flame. 1840 THACKERAY Paris 
Sé.-bf. (1872) 237 Her heart remains faithful to her old flame, 
the doctor. : 

+e, Brightness of fancy, power of genius, vigour 


of thought. Ods. 

1642 DENHAM Coofer’s H. 88 As thine his fate, if mine had 
beene his [Homer’s] Flame. 1672 Vittirers (Dk. Buckhm.) 
Rehearsal 1, Persons of Quality.. that understand what 
Flame and Power in writing is. 31702 Rowe Tamer. Prol., 
Like him (tho’ much unequal to his Flame) Our Author 
makes a pious Prince his Theme. : 

+7. A name ofa variety of carnation. (See quot.) 

1727 Braviry Mam. Dict. s.v. Carnation, The Flames 
have a red Ground always strip’d with Black or very dark 
Colours. ; : - 

8. A name given to certain British moths, 

1819 G. SAMOUELLE Lxtonzol. Compend. 399 Noctua 
putris, the Flame. did. 422 Geometra rubiadata, the 
Flame, 1862 Morris Brit. Moths Il. 15 Anticlea rubi- 
daria, the Flame. . k 

9. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as flame- 
banner, -heat, -lamp, -light, -signal, -tengue. 

1880 Tennyson Columbus, The great *flame-banner borne 
by Teneriffe. 1812-6 J. Smit Panorama Sc. §& Art I, 1x 
In changing the form of iron, the white *flame heat is used. 
1888 Daily News 10 May 3/r Miners’ electric lamps .. so 
convenient. .that it would really seem to be nothing short 
of criminal folly to run the slightest risk with *flame lamps. 
1611 SpeeD Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. ix. 75 The search of Tyrants 
by the *flame-light of Persecutions. a@1835 Mrs. Hemans 
League of Alps xxvi. Poems (1875) 237 *Flame-signals 
through the midnight sprung. 1876 Gro, Erior Daz. Der. 
vit. lxiv, Where the flowers are no better than a crop of 
*flame-tongues burning the soles of our feet. 

b. objective, as fame-breathing, -darting, -snort- 


ing; also flame-devoted. 
-621 G. Sanpys Ovid's Afet, vil. (1626) 235 *Flame-breath- 
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ing buls you tam’d. 16xx Sytvester Dz Bartas u. iv. 
mi. Schisme 403 ‘The Welkin’s studded with new Blazing- 
Stars, *Flame-darting Lances. 1767 W. L. Lewis Statins’ 
Thebaid v1. 76 They crown with Cypress .. the *Flame- 
devoted Bier. 1614 Sytvester Du Bartas, Bethulia’s 
Rescue w1.1 *Flame-snorting Phlegon’s ruddy breath began 
Reducing Day. 

¢. instrumental and originative, as /lame-bred, 
feathered, -trradiated, -robed, -sparkling, -tippeid, 
-uplifted, -winged. 

1606 SytvestER Dz Bartas u. iv. u. Magnificence 361 
If I live, I live her *Flame-bred-Flie. 1591 /dzd. 1. iv. 272 
With his “flame feath’red arrow. 1649G. Danie Trizarch., 
Fen. V, xciii, High-wrought drosse Shines from his [the 
Sun’s] *flame-irradiated Earth. 1752 H. M[oore] Yo Memory 
of Dr. Doddridge vii, [He] midst the *flame-rob’d Bands 
a Seraph glows. 1625 K. Lone tr. Barclay’s Argenis v. xx. 
402 Thy chaste *flame-sparkling eyes. 1836 KepLe in Lyra 
Afpost. (1849) 215 Some *flame-tipt arrow of the Almighty 
falls. 1842 Sir A, De VERE Song of Faith 52 The legion 
hands Of *flame-uplifted Demons. 1621 G. Sanpys Ovid's 
Met. x1y. (1626) 890 Ioue.. with *flame-winged thunder earth 
affrights. a188x Rossetti House of Life ix, One flame- 
winged brought a white-winged harp-player. 

d. parasynthetic and similative, as /lame-eyed, 
-faced, -haired, -like, -shaped adjs.; flame-like, 
-wise adys.; limitative, as ame-proof. 

1609 B. Jonson Masgue of Queens Wks. (Rtldg.) 568/2 
*Flame-ey'd Rage. 1871 PatGrave Lyr. Poems 50 
That *flame-faced patriot band. c1605 RowLey Lirth 
Merl. wv. v. 343 Above yon *flame-haired beam that 
upwards shoots, Appears a dragon’s head. 1567 Mapier 
Gr. Forest 5b, The Chrusoprase is .. in the night time .. 
*flamelike, in the day time yelow. 1621 G. SANpys Ovid's 
Met. xv. (1626) 718 Rouling about his eyes that flame-like 
blaz’d. 1886 //lustr. Lond. News 2 Jan., The materials 
had been made *flame-proof. 1876 D. Witson Preh. Man 
vii. (ed. 3) 193 One *flame-shaped arrow-head. 1865 Swin- 
BURNE Atalanta 37 My heart Takes fire and trembles *flame- 
wise. 

10. Special comb. : flame-bearer, a book-name 
for the genus Se/asphorus of humming-birds, cha- 
racterized by the great brilliancy of the gorgets of 
the males; flame-bed (Steam-engine) (see quot.) ; 
flame-box, ‘sometimes applied to that portion of 
the shell of a steam boiler which contains the smoke 
or flame tubes’ (Lockwood 1892) ; flame-bridge, 
“a wall rising from the floor of a furnace to cause 
the flame to impinge upon the bottom of the boiler’ 
(Knight 1874); flame-cap, a pale cap-like appear- 
ance which the upper part of the flame of a safety- 
lamp or fire-damp indicator assumes, and which 
indicates the presence of gas; flame carpet, the 
moth Coremia propugnaria; flame-cell, a small 
cavity in the excretory canal of a flat-worm (see 
quot.) ; flame-chamber(see quot.) ; flame-engine, 
“an early name for the gas-engine, in which the 
piston is moved by the expansion due to the sudden 
combustion of a body of gas in the cylinder’ 
(Knight 1874) ; flame-flue, ‘the combustion flue 
of a horizontal boiler, so named to distinguish it 
from the smoke or return flues which are built in 
brick-work’ (Lockwood 1892); flame-furnace, 
a furnace in which the ore or metal is exposed to 
the action of flame, but is not in contact with 
the fuel; + flame-god, ?the sun ;. flame-kiin (cf. 

flame-furnace); flame-plates, the top or crown 
plates of a boiler flue or fire-box (Lockwood 
1888) ; flame-shoulder, the moth Woctua plecta. 

1882 OcitviE s.v., The little *flame-bearer (Selasphorus 
scintilla) inhabits the inner side of the extinct volcano 
Chiriqui, in Veragua. 1889 RANKINE Steam Engine § 304 
The flame chamber..has often a floor of fire-brick, called 
the *flame bed, 1893 Dublin Rev. July 653 The wick of the 
lamp has to be pulled down until the flame becomes pale and 
non-luminous, In this condition it is small and of low tem- 
perature, and therefore ill-suited to produce “flame caps. 
1862 Morris Brit. Moths 11. 18 Coremia propugnaria, 
*Flame Carpet. 1888 Avcycl, Brit. XXIII. 537/1 The 
spaces between the round connective-tissue cells of the body 
are star-shaped in form, and into these the finest excretory 
tubules .. open by funnels, into each of which projects a 
vibratile cilium, thus constituting the so-called ‘*flame-cells’. 
1859 RANKINE Steam Engine § 304 ‘The *flame-chamber, 
being the space immediately behind the bridge in which the 
combustion of the inflammable gases that pass over the 
bridge is or ought to be completed. 1862 Atlantic Monthly 
July 70/2 Ericsson..soon discovered that his *flame-engine, 
when worked by the combustion of mineral coals, was [etc. ] 
1888 Lockwood's Dict, Mech, Engin., *Flame-furnace, a 
reverberatory furnace, 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 1. ii. 
175, I thinke the blind doth see, the *flame God rise From 
Sisters couch, each morning to the skies, 1807 VANCOUVER 
Agric. Devon (1813) 28 This limestone. .is burnt in what are 
called *flame-kilns, 1862 Morris Brit. Moths, Il, 141 
Noctua plecta, *¥lame-shoulder. 

b. in some names of plants with vivid scarlet 
or crimson flowers: flame-flower, a species of 
Kniphofia (Tritoma); flame lily (see quot.) ; 
flame-tree, (a) the Sterculia acerifolia of New 
South Wales; (4) the Muytsza floribunda of 
Western Australia, also called jire-tree; (c) the 
Butea frondosa or palash tree. 

1882 Garden 14 Jan. 19/2 We came across several colonies 
of Pampas Grass .. associated with *Flame flowers (Tri- 
toma). 184x Mrs. Loupon Ladies’ Flower-Gard. 129 Pyro- 


lirion, the *Flame Lily. 1866 7veas. Bot., *Flame tree, 
Brachychiton acerifolium. 1883 Cassell’s Fam, Mag. Oct. 


_ which did flame .. Like twentie Torches. 








FLAME, 


685/1 The palash is a fair-sized tree, and its flowers are very 
bright scarlet, from which it is frequently spoken of as the 
‘flame-tree’, 1885 Mrs. C. Prarp Australian Life 96 There 
are flame-trees, showing in spring vivid patches of crimson. 

Flame (flzim),v. Forms: 4-5 flambe, flaumbe, 
flaume, flawme, flamme, 4- flame. See also 
Frames. [ME. flambe, flamme, a. OF. flambe-r, 
flam(m)er, £. flambe, flamme FLAME sb.) 

1. zntr. To burn with a flame or with flames; to 
emit flames; to blaze. Also with away, forth, 
out, up. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. xvu. 205 A fyre flaumende forth 
oute of bobe. ?a@ 1400 Morte Arth. 1975 Owre kyng gerte 
felschene his fyrez, flawmande fulle heghe. 1481 Caxton 
Myrr. Ui. iii, 67 Fyre brennyng .. goth flammyng vnto the 
clowdes. 1548 Hatt Chron. 195b, Other causes..made y® 
fyre to flame. 1601 SHAxks. F/. C. 1. iii. 16 His left Hand 
1632 LirHcow 
Trav, x. 479 Fire lying hid under ashes, and touch’d will 
flame. 1654 H. L’Estrance Chas. J (1655) 165 The Admiral 
of Portugal began to flame being fired with two Holland 
fire ships. 1667 Mitton P. L.1. 62 A Dungeon horrible, 
on all sides round As one great Furnace flam’d. 
1725 Dre For Voy. round World (1840) 242 A volcano.. 
flamed out that night. 1774 Goipsm. Wat. /77st, (1862) I. 
Vili. 39 Spirits of wine will flame with a candle, but not 
with a spark. c¢1839 Lanpor Jimag. Conv., Southey & 
Porson i1, There is a paleness in intense fires; they do not 
flame out or sparkle. 1853 KANE Grinnell Bap. xxxix. 356 
Lard lamps flaming away vigorously. 

om. 


b JE%. 
1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. xvi. 225 Panne flaumbeth he [be 
holygoste] as fyre on fader & on filius. 1614 Be. Haru Recod?. 
Treat. 976 Cruelty hath but smoaked before, now it flames 
up. 1752 Younc Lrothers 1.i, Sparks of war, Which might 
one day flame up to strong revenge. 1770 LANGHORNE P/x- 
tarch (1879) Il. 591/1 The Servile war..wanted but little 
fuel to make it flame out again. 1793 Odject. to War 
Examined § Refuted 27 The Republic..flames out in 
many parts with Civil War. 1890 Century Mag. Jan. 362/1 
Alien blood flamed in her veins. 

+e. transf. To emit a smell (also, of a smell, 
to issue) with violence like that of flame. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. xii. 255 Whan his caroigne shal 
come in caue to be buryed, I leue it flaumbe ful foule be 
folde al aboute. 14.. A7S. Laud 656 fol. 4b, A flauour 
flambep perfro, pey felleden hit alle, 

2. jig. a. Of the passions, ete.: To burn like 
flames. Zo flame out: to burst out violently. 

a3sgt R, GreENHAM Ws. (1599) 22 Though he keep thy 
sinne from flaming out. a@1625 Beaum. & Fu. Lover's Pro- 
gress 1. i. (Rtldg.) 637/2 Lascivious fires, should such flame 
in you. 1707 Norris Treat. Humility vi. 240 Here and 
there where their malice flames out. 1849 MacauLay fist. 
Eng. 11.244 The rage of James flamed high. 

b. Of persons: To burn (with envy, fury, indig- 
nation, etc.); to look angrily or passionately woz. 
To flame out, up: to break out into open anger 
or indignation; to ‘ fire up’. 

1548 Unatt, etc. Evasm, Par. Matt. xxii, 106 Whiche 
wholy flame with enuy and hatred. 1681 Crowne Hex. 
VI, 1v. 49, I flame with fury to be at it. a@zzor SEDLEY 
Happy Pair (1766) 16 With heat of loue he flam’d upon 
his mate. 1754 RicHARDSON Graudison V. xiv. 112 If 
the alliance .. take effect .. how will she flame out! 
1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 195 He flamed with in- 
dignation. 1858 CarLyLe /redk. Gt. (1865) I. m1. vi. 180 An 
Ostanderisne .. much flamed-upon by the more orthodox 
zsmz. 1888 Jdzd. (186s) II. v. viii. 132 Queen Sophie .. did 
once. .lose her royal patience and flame out. 

3. transf. Yo glow like flame or as with flames; 
to shine brightly, gleam ruddily. Also with away, 
forth, up, etc. 

13.. Z. LE. Allit. P. A. 768 Maskellez bryd pat bry3t 
con flambe. 1530 Parser. 551/1, I have sene the yerthe 
flame. a nyght season lyke any fyre. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. 11. 320 The face of Phebus flamand fair. 
62x Beaum. & Fi. Thierry §& Yheodoret ut. ii. (Rtldg.) 
417/2 There’s anger yet Flames in your eyes. 1698 
Crowne Caligula 1. Dram. Wks. 1874 IV. 360 Cesar 
[led] A flying camp of ranting concubines, Who flam’d, and 
gave a lustre tothe day. ¢1710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 
257 Diamonds wt flamed at y® Least motion. 1740 DyER 
Ruins Rome 21 The rising sun Flames on the ruins. 1777 
Map. D'Arstay Diary Oct., This .. room was .. flaming 
with velvet. 1807 W. Irvine Sadmag, (1824) 133 Fling..a 
red shawl over the figure of a fashionable belle, and let her 
flame away with it in Broadway. 1826 Syp. Smitu Wks. 
(1859) II. 74 The mud is flaming with the scarlet curlew. 
1882 Epna LyaLt Dozovan xy, She felt the colour flame 
up in her cheeks. 1883 Stevenson Sz/verado Sg. 15 The 
dentist .. flamed forth in his second dress as a captain of 
banditti. ; 

4. a. intr. To move as or like flame. 

1633 P, Frercuer Purple Js/. x1.iv, Those holy Fishers once 
amongs Thou flamedst bright with sparkling parted tongues. 
1732 Port Ess. Manu. 65 Meteor-like, flame lawless thro’ 
the void. 1892 Tennyson Death of Gnone 38 (Akbar's 
Dyeam) Once again thou flamest heavenward. 


b. trans. To send forth or convey by flaming. 

14.. Lypc. Balade of our Ladie ix, Flambe down be 
doleful light of thyn influence. 1610 Suaxs. Tez. 1. 1. 
‘200 In euery Cabyn, I flam’d amazement: sometime I’ld 
diuide, And burne in many places. 1892 T. A. Coox Old 
Touraine I. 91 An old system of signalling by beacon fires 
.-which flamed messages along the valley. 

+5. To burn, set on fire, consume with flames, 

1583 STanyHurst 4inezs mm. (Arb.) 79 Sundry hostes are 
flamed on altars. 1890 SPENSER /’, Q. 111. ix. 18 Malbecco 
seeing them resolvd .. To flame the gates. 1612 N. Frecp 
Woman's a Weather-cock 1.i, The Masculine Element of 
Fire Shall flame his Pyramids downe to the Earth. 1737 
Wuiston Yosephus’ Antiq. Diss. m1. xiii, Some were nailed 
to crosses, and others flamed to death, or 


FLAME-COLOUR. 


+6. To cause to glow with enthusiasm, zeal, 
etc.; to kindle, inflame, excite, animate. Ods. 

1380 Wycur Sed. Wks, III. 36 Pe swete odour berof 
schulde flawme mennys hertis. 1596 SPENSER J. Q, V. i. 14 
Flam’d with zeal of vengeance inwardly, He ask’d [etc.]. 
1627-77 FevtHam Resolves 1, xiv. 22 That sacred vigour 
which had wont .. To flame the Poets noble brest. 1640 
Suirtey Coronation u. D jb, Their courage is so nobly 


flamed, 
7. To subject to the action of flame. Cf. Sc. 


F LAMB. 

1875 Ure's Dict. Arts III. 88 After flaming, the pieces are 
successively laid on an inclined table exposed to the fire. 
1885 DoLLtrey Bacteria Investigation 1. 69 The pipette is 
first thoroughly sterilized by flaming every portion of it. 

Flame, obs. form of FLEAM. 

Fla‘me-co:lour. The colour of flame; a 
bright reddish yellow or orange. 

1608 B. Jonson Masgue of Beauty, Splendor in a robe of 
flame colour. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 265 »7 Melesinda 
wraps her Head in Flame Colour. 1858 J. Martineau 
Stud. Chr. 143 The preternatural flame-colour mingled in 
the crucibles of hell, 

b. attrib. or adj. =next. 

1763 Det Pino Sf, Dict., Caballo de color morado, a 

flame colour horse. 


Fla‘me-coloured, a. Of the colour of flame. 

1596 Suaks. 1 Hex. JV, 1. ii. 1x A faire hot Wench in 
Flame-coloured Taffata. 1647 StapyLton Fuvenal 22 He 
.. Weares a fring’d petticote & flame-colour’d veyle. 1704 
Swirr 7. 7vé ii, Flame-coloured Satin. 1876 Gro. Evior 
Dan. Der. IV. iii. 96 Her dusky, flame-coloured garment. 

Jig. 1784 R. Bace Barham Downs 1, 113 Damnation! 
swore my Lord, and a few other flame-coloured ejaculations. 

Flamed (flzimd), ff/. a. [f. Fuame v. and sd. 
+-ED !, 4, 

1. Aflame, burning. 

1413 Piler. Sowwdle ut. viii. (Caxton 1483) 55 A furnoys.. 
alle flammed with fyre. 1583 StanyHursT ne/s 1. (Arb.) 
54 The .. Greeks thee flamd citty with ruthlesse victorye 
ransack. 1634 Hapincton Castara (Arb.) 61 A flamed dart 
shot from her eye. 

2. Furnished with flames. 

185r E, J. Mityincton tr. Didron's Chr. Archexol.1. 452 
Wheels which are both winged and flamed .. to express the 
extreme of velocity, : : 

3. Ofa tulip: Bearing flame-like marks. 

1665-76 Ray /7lo7a 94 The flowers are. .yellow. .and some 
striped, feathered, or flamed. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. 
Agric. (ed. 4) I. 302 A Tulip, is called flamed, when a broad 
irregular stripe runs up the middle of the petals, with short 
abrupt projecting points, branching out on each side, 

+ Fla‘meful, a. Ods. rarve—1, [f. FLAME 5d. + 
-ruL.] Full of flame. In quot. fig. 

1598 SytvesteR Dz Bartas u. i.1. Hden 401 When pale 
Phlegm, or saffron-colour’d Choler..print upon our Under- 
standing’s Tables; That, Water-wracks; this other, flame- 
full Fables. 

Flameless (fléi:mlés), a. [f. Fuame sd, + 
-LESS.] Devoid of flame; burning without flame. 

1606 SytvESTER Du Bartas u. iv. 1. Trophies 55 A fire so 
great Could not live flameless long. 1638 G. Sanpys Par. 
Div, Poems, Lament. Fer.ii.7 Jehova..forsakes His flame- 
lesse Altar. 1837 Cartyte Jr, Rev. (1857) I. 1. vu. x. 219 It 
burns .. flameless, as charred coals do. 1884 SwinBuRNE in 
19/ Cent. May 775 The flameless fire of imaginative thought. 

Fla‘melet. [f. as prec. + -LeT.] A small 
flame. 

1849 Loner. By the Fireside, K. Witlaf's Drinking- 
Horn viii, 3 The flamelets flapped and flickered. 187 
B. TayLor Faust (1875) II. 1v. ii. 251 Upon our phalanx’ 
shining lances A nimble host of flamelets dances. 

Flamen (fl@:men). Forms: 4-5 flamyn(e 
(erron. flaume), 4-7 flamin(e, 7 flammin(g, 7- 
flamen, [a. L. fl@men, of doubtful etymology ; 
some modern scholars believe it to stand for */ad- 
men, f, fldd-:—W Aryan *bh/ad- as in Goth. b/6t-an, 
OE. é/ét-an to sacrifice; others regard it as standing 
for flagmen, f, root fla@g- to burn (from burning 
sacrifices). } 

l. Rom. Antig. A priest devoted to the service 
of a particular deity. + /lamin diall=L. flamen 
dialis, the flamen of Jupiter. 

1533 Bettenpen Livy 1. (1822) 34 Yit he institute the 
sacrifice that pertenit to the flamin diall. 1607 SHaxs. Cor. 
i. i, 229 Seld-showne Flamins Doe presse among the 
popular Throngs. 1644 Mitton Aveop. (Arb.) 37 The 
Romans..knew of learning little but what their Augurs and 
Flamins taught them. 1733 Pore Zss. Man 1, 266 Then 
first the Flamen tasted living food. 1880 MuirHeap 
Gaius. § 112 No person is elected to the office of one of the 
greater flamens, i. e. a flamen of Jupiter, Mars, or Quirinus 
.-unless born of farreate parents. 

2. transf. Applied to other priests, etc. 

¢1400 Maunpev., (1839) xii. 141 The Archiflamyn or the 
Flamyn, as oure Erchebisshopp or Bisshopp..seythe thus, 
1650 BULWER Axthropomet. 210 Egyptian Priests and other 
Ilamines of the Natural Law used Circumcision. 1660 
Hickekincitt Yamaica (1661) 79 The Muses and their 
Flamens they cashiere. 1789 Burns Let. to Mrs. Dunlop 13 
Dec., Ye venerable sages, and holy flamens, is there prob- 
ability in your conjectures? 1808 J. Bartow Coluamb, 1v. 316 
Let the poor guardless natives never feel The flamen’s fraud. 

8. The L. flamen and archiflamen (see ARCH- 
FLAMEN) were used by Geoffrey of Monmouth to 
denote the two grades of alleged sacerdotal func- 
tionaries in heathen Britain, whose place was taken 
on the conversion of the island by bishops and 
archbishops. Hence pseudo-/7/7s¢, in Eng. writers. 
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¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 5756 Eyght & 
twenty flamins men tolde. 1387 Trevisa “igden (Rolls) 
II. 111, 28 bisshoppis icleped flamynes. 1480 Caxton Descr. 
Brit, 25 To these archbisshops sees were subgette xxviij 
bisshops and were called flamines. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. 
viii. 112 With Fanes vnto her Gods, and Flamins euery- 
where, 1652 CoLLINGESs Caveat for Prof, (1653) 132 It holds 
as much for Bishops and Archbishops (instead of Flammins 
and Archflammins). 

4. attrib., as flamen-priest. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold, Bk. M. Aurel. 1. v.(1535) 114 b, 
Their gownes long lyke flamine prestes. 

Hence Fla‘menship, the office of a flamen. 

1600 HoLLanp Livy xxvi. xxiii. (1609) 601 C. Claudius, the 
Arch-flamine of Jupiter, lost his Flamineship. 1610 HEALEY 
St. Aug. Citie of God (1620) 71 Flamines, inheritors of the 
ancient Flamine-ship. 

Flamenco, -go, obs. forms of FLAMINGo. 

Flamer (flé''mo1), [f. Fuame v.+-rER 1] 

1. One who or that which flames. 

1s9r SytvesteR Dx Bartas i. ii. 996 And then no more 
you would the Aire allow For Element, then th’ hot bright 
Flamer now. 1612 Sturtevant Metallica (1854) 110 The 
Scottish coal is the best flamer. 1887 Pall Mall G. 9 Dec. 
5/2 Armed only with an electric battery, or was it only 
a flamer? with which he signalled to the magic lantern. 

2. slang. A person or thing glaringly conspicuous. 

1809 Spirit Pub. Fruls. (1810) XII. 163 Dick Daredevil 
-. sported a brace of /7asers (wenches) on his coach-box. 
1840 H. Cocxton Vad. Vox ii. 5 A criticism on the even- 
ing’s performance which certainly was ..‘a regular flamer.’ 

Flamery, obs. form of FLUMMERY. 

Fla‘meship. zonce-wd. [f. FLAME 5d. +-SHIP.] 
The personality or dignity of (the god of) flame. 

a1637 B. Jonson Underwoods, Execration Vulcan, Pox 
on your Flameship, Vulcan. 


+ Flamet. Ods. [a. F. flamet (also in Pr.).] 
= FLAMINGO. 1706 [see FLAMAN.] 

Flamfew (flzmfiz). Also 6 famefew, 9 Sc. 
flamfoo. [Corruption of F. fanfelwe:—med.L. 
Samfaliica bubble, lie, app.ad. Gr, moupéddvé bubble. 
Cf. mod.F. fanfreluche.| A gewgaw, trifle, fantastic 
thing. 

Also Sc. ‘Any gaudy trapping in female dress,’ ‘a gaudily 
dressed female’ (Jam.). 

1580 Baret Alu. # 614 A Flamefew, or the mooneshine in 
the water. 1583 STanyHuRsT xe7s, etc. (Arb.) 138 Voyd 
ye fro theese flamfews..set a part the begun wurck. 1890 
Temple Bar Mag. Nov. 430 Fancy..had bodied forth a 


curious flamfew. 
+ Fla‘minal, a. -Ods. [ad. L. flamindlis, f. 


Jlamen FLAMEN.] Of or pertaining to a flamen, 
a1693 Urqunart Radelazs ut. xlviii. 385 The Flaminal 
Mists, and mysterious Flamens. 


Flamineous (flemi-néss), a. Also faminious. 
[f. L. flamin-, FLAMEN + -EOUS, -IouS. Cf. L. 
Jlaminius.| Of or pertaining to a flamen. 


1846 WorcesTER Flamineous (citing Morr). 1864 Wor- 
CESTER Flaminious. [? Error for ammeous, in H. More.] 

Flaming (fl@min), v/. sd. [f. Fuamn v. + 
-InG1.] The action of the verb FLame. Also 
concr., something which flames or resembles a flame. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 970 ‘The flammyng of pe flese was ferly 
tosee. 1846 Bate Lng. Votaries 1. 39/1 A..starre, whiche 
semed with flamynges of fyre to fall into the sea. 1854 
Ruskin Lect. Archit, Add. 128 Wherever colour is intro- 
duced, ornamentation. .may consist in mere spots, or bands, 
or flamings. 

Flaming (flé''min), 44/7. a, Also 4 lammande, 
flaumbeand, 5 flawmand, [f. as prec. +-ING 2.] 

1. That flames; in flames or on fire, as a com- 
bustible; esp. in flaming sword. 

c1400 Maunpey. (Roxb.) xxxiii. r50 Pe flawmand swerde 
pat Godd ordaynd bare before be entree, 1509 Hawes Past. 
Pleas, xLui. ix, Thus in flamynge tonges all aboute I flye. 
1611 BiBLe Ge. iii. 24 A flaming sword. 1781 Gipson Decd. 
§ /. III. 137 The spoil, and cattle, of the flaming villages. 
1821 SHELLEY Pvometh. Und. 1, 88 Nor yon volcano’s flam- 
ing fountains. 

ie. x422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv. (E. E.T.S.) 
1gt A flawmyng vertu dwellys yn be hert. xg09 Hawes 
Fors. Medit, 17 O flambynge honour of euery hardy herte. 
1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) VIII. ii. 16 O these 
flaming spirits! 1874 MorLry Compromise (1886) 264 The 
flaming hopes of its friends. 

tb. Haming chapel = ¥. chapelle ardente: a 
chapel or chamber thickly set with lighted tapers. 

1802 Paris as it was II, Ixvii. 318 A flaming chapel was 
constructed at the entrance of the house. 

2. Burning hot, inflamed, fiery. 

1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 11. 841 Red Blisters .. And 
flaming Carbuncles. 1786 Burns ‘ Once fondly lov'd’, Who, 
distant, burns in flaming torrid climes, 1871 R. Exris 
Catullus \xiv. 354 As some labourer. .Under a flaming sun, 

b. quasi-adv., as flaming-hot. lit. and fig. 

1638 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. (ed. 2) 32 The wind less’ned, 
and weather grew flaming hot, 168r Baxter A/fod, 
Nonconf. Min, 111 Flaming-hot Disputer. 

3. ¢ransf. Emitting rays of light, flashing, glow- 
ing, brilliant. ‘+ /laming fly = FIREFLY. 

13.. £2. £, Allit, P. B. 1468 Alle be fruyt in bo formes 
of flaumbeande gemmes. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 108 
Ffesauntez enflureschit in flammande silver. c 1400 Des#r. 
Troy 3986 Hir ene flamyng fresshe, as any fyne stones. 
1686 PLor Staffordsh, 116 Our English Glow-wormes, as 
well as the American, or flaming-flyes, have a luminous 
juice in their tailes. 1744 BerkEeLEy Si7is § 187 The glory 
of the Lord, which was wont to appear in a flaming light. 
1826 Disracii Viv, Grey 1. vii, The large yellow eye grew 
more flaming and fiery. 











FLAMMEOUS. 


b. in regard to colour: Resembling flame, very 
bright or vivid. 
c¢1450 Crt. of Love 793 Her mouth is short .. Flaming 
somedele, not over red. 1638 Sir T. Herpert J7yav. 
(ed. 2) 297 The Bannana’s .. from a dark-greene, mellow 
into a flaming yellow. 1718 Prior Solomon 1. xxxvi, At 
Noon in flaming Yellow bright. 1863 Miss Brappon 
Eleanor's Vict, Il. i. 3 The flaming poppies among the 
ripening corn. 1865 CarLyLe /vedk. Gt. VI. xvi. xii. 282 
Voltaire has used his flamingest colours on this occasion. 
+e. Of a person: Gandy, ‘loud’, flaring. 
1781 R. Kine London Spy 5 A serjeant of the guards 
entered..with a flaming wench. 


4. fig. Highly coloured, highflown ; startling, 


extravagant. 

1606 Suaxs. 77. § Cr. 1. ii. 115 He hauing colour enough, 
and the other higher, is too flaming a praise for a good 
complexion. 1720 De For Caft. Singleton xi. (1840) 191, 
I had heard some flaming stories of Captain Avery, and the 
fine things he had done in the Indies. 1796 Jane AusTEN 
Pride § Prej. x. (1813) 224 The good lady .. did give him 
a most flaming character. 1850 Prescotr Peru II. 6 The 
flaming pictures .. given by the natives of the riches of the 
land. 1868 Heirs Realmah I1. xvii. 287 There comes out 
a flaming attack against some poor man. 

5. Flagrant, glaring, monstrous. ? Obs. 

1706 CoLuieR Reply to Dr. Filmer (1730) 412 The most 
flaming Instances of Vice. 1737 WaTERLAND Eucharist 
583 A flaming Absurdity. 

6. Like waving flame in appearance; flamboyant. 

1375 Barsour Bruce x1. 192 Vith baneris richt freschly 
flawmand. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2176/4 A Silver Hilted 
Sword, with the Blade waved or flaming. 1874 BouTELL 
Arms & Arnt. ix. 177 The blade of this sword not un- 
commonly affected a wavy or flaming (/7a7zdoyante) outline. 

Hence Fla’mingly adv. . 

1627-77 FrettHamM Resolves 1. xx. 37 How quaint and 
flamingly amorous [is Solomon] in the Canticles. 168 
Baxter Acc. Sherlocke v. 203 Why would he meddle (and 
so flamingly meddle) with what he understands not? 1834 
H. Arnswortu 2 ookwood t. iv. (1878) 31 A flamingly gilt dial. 
1888 Harper's Mag. Nov. 838/1 You are flamingly patriotic. 

Flamingo (flamingo). Forms: 6 (fleming), 
flemengo, 7-8 flemingo, flamenco, 7~ flamingo. 
See also FLuminc, FLaAMAN. [a. Pg. famengo, Sp. 

Flamenco, Pr. flamenc, according to Hatzf.-Darm, 
f. Rom. flama FLAME sé. + suffix -enc (a. Teut. -2g/) 
often appended in Pr. and occas. in OF. to sbs. of 
L, origin. The F.name, famant, is believed to be 
an alteration of the Pr. form; cf. OF. fevrant iron- 
gray, from ferrenc. So called from the colour.] 

1. A bird of the genus Phawnicopterus, with 
bright scarlet plumage, extremely long and slender 
legs and neck, and a heavy bent bill. 

1565 J. SparKe in Hakluyt Voy. III. 520 The fowle of the 
fresh riuers..whereof the Flemengo is one, hauing all redde 
feathers, 1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 212 Sundry other 
Birds, as ., Passe-flemingoes. 1697 Dampier Voy, (1729) I. 
70, I saw a few Flamingo’s, which is a sort of large Fowl. 
1867 JEAN INGELOw Sozgs on Voices Birds, Sandmartins, 
Where rosy-winged flamingos fish all day. 

2. attrib, and Comb., as flamingo-legged adj. ; 
flamingo flower or plant, a name for Anthurium 


scherzertanum. 

1862 THorNBuRY 7xrner 1,14 A flamingo-legged footman, 
1882 Garden x Apr, 212/2 The Flamingo flower. did, 
9 Sept. 226/1 The Flamingo plant. 

+ Flami-nical, a. Ods. [f. L. flamin-, flimen 
FLAMEN +-I0 +-AL.] Of or pertaining to a flamen. 

1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. Wks. 1738 I. 63 Superstitious 
Copes and flaminical Vestures. 

Flamm, flam, ? incorrect form of Fawn. (But 
cf. FLAMMICK.) 

1819 Scorr Bride Lammerm. x, A tart—a flam—and 
some nonsense sweet things. 1820 — J/onast. xvi, The 
wafers, flamms, and pastrymeat. 

+ Flammability. Oés. Also 7 flamability. 
[f. next ; see -d2/¢ty, -1ry.] =INFLAMMABILITY. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Lp. vi. xii. 335 ‘The oily fat and 
unctuous parts wherein consist the principles of flamma- 
bility. 1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 246 The same 
Essential properties of Flamability. 

Flammable (flemab’l), a. [f. L. fammare 
to set on fire : see -ABLE.] = INFLAMMABLE. 

1813 Buspy tr. Lucretius 1. 731 That igneous seeds, no 
longer linked To matter flammable, become extinct, 1867 
Morning Star 12 Apr., Their houses are built of much less 
flammable materials than ours. 


+Flamma‘tion. O/s. In 7 flamation. [n. of 
action f. L. fammare; see prec.] Exposure to fire. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. 1. v. go White or Cris- 
talinearsenick. .sublimed with salt, will notendure flamation, 

Flammeous (fle'm#es), a. Now rare. [f. L. 
Jlamme-us (f£. flamma flame) + -0us.] 

1. Of the nature of flame. ' 

1664 H. More Alyst, Jnig. 45 An inanimate and un- 
intelligent masse of flammeous matter. 1686 Goap Ce/es?. 
Bodies i. vii. 245 Comets are Flammeous, or Lucid 
Expirations. .produced by the Planets. 1775 in Asn. 

2. Resembling flame or its attributes; flame- 
like; hence, shining, resplendent. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ef. 11. xxv.177 This flammeous 
light [of the Glow-worme]. 1672 Phil. 7vans, VII. 4071 
The flammeous Life of the Bloud. 1728 Earpery tr. Bug 
net's St. Dead Il. 34 The Glory of the Person of Christ 
is..described..as lucid and flammeous. 

3. Flame-coloured. . 

1656-81 BLount Glossogr., Flammeous, somewhat coloured 
like a flame of fire, 1867 A. L. Apams Wand. Nat. India 


FLAMMICK. 


t13 The flammeous flycatcher (Pericrocotus flammeus).. 
red is the prevailing hue of the former [males]. 
Flammery, obs. var. of FLUMMERY. 


+ Fla‘mmick. Obs.rare—1. [a. F. flamiche.] 
A confection made with butter, eggs, and cheese. 
1600 SurFLET Countrie Farme v. xxii. 720. 


+ Flammid, ¢. Obs. rare—!, [ad. L. flam- 
mid-us, f. flamma flame.| Flame-coloured ; red. 

1610 W. ForkinGuam Art of Survey 1. iii. 5 The flammid 
Carbuncle, purple Amethyst. 

Flammi-ferous, ¢. rare—°. [f.L. fammifer 
bearing flame (f. famm-a FLAME + -fer bearing) + 
-ous.] Bearing or producing flame. 

1656-81 in Brounr. 1721-1800 in Bartey. In mod. Dicts. 

Flammi'‘gerous, 2. rare. Also 6 flamiger- 
ous. [f. L. #ammiger bearing flame (f. amma + 
-ger bearing) +-ous.] Bearing flame; in quots. fig. 

1592 R. D. Hypnerotomachia 44 One of these flamigerous 
Nymphes. 1596 R. L[tncure] Dzel/a y, With that inrag’d 
(flamigerous as he is). 1775 in AsH. 

Flammi‘vomous, a. vare. [f.L.flammivom- 
us (f. flamm-a flame +-vomus vomiting) + -0US.] 
Vomiting out flame. 

1663-76 Butioxar, /lamnivomous, vomiting or belching 
flames of fire. 1745 W. THompson Sickness 1. 284 Hark, 
how the anvils thunder round the dens Flammivomous ! 

+Fla‘mpoint. Os. Forms: 4 flaumpeyn, 
5 flampoynte, flampayn, -peyn, -poyne, 6 flam- 
pett. [?a.F. *fan potnté.| A pie or tart orna- 
mented with pointed pieces of pastry. 

€ 1390 in Pegge Forme of Cury (1780) 54 To make Flaum- 
peyns. 14..in Househ. Ord. (1790) 443 Flampoyntes. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vit. 587 Flampeyn flourisshed with a Sco- 
chounr oyall. 1525 in Pegge Horme of Cury (1780) 173 Item, 
a Flampett. 

Flamy (fléi‘mi), @ Forms: 5-7 flammy, 6 
flambye, 7 flamie, 6-flamy. [f. FLAMn sd. +-y1.] 

1. Of or pertaining to flame or flames; consisting 
of flames ; beset with flames. 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vi. clxiii. 156 The hydde fyre in 
processe breketh oute and shewith great lyghte and flammy 
blase. 1558 Br. Watson Sev. Sacrant. xvi. 100 The fyerye 
floude ., dothe ouerflowe with his flambye waues. 1621 
G. Sanpys Ovid’s Met, 11. (1626) 225 He .. foure times 
assaild To sack the flamie Pile. 1752 H. M[oorr] 70 Memory 
of Dr. Doddridge vi, The flamy Car, fire-breathing Coursers 
drew. 1814 Cary Dante, Paradise xxv. 133 The flamy 
circle at that voice so rested, 

2. Resembling flame; flame-like. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 30 Vital spirits..are a substance com- 
pounded of an airy and flamy matter. 1638 Sir T, HersBert 
Trav. (ed. 2) 47 A flammy rednesse will orespread the 
heavens. @1661 Hotypay Fuvenal (1673) 22 The .. flamy 
vail he wears. 1715-20 Pore //iad xiv. 400 And flamy 
crocus made the mountain glow. 1801 Soutnry 7halaba 
1x. vii, Her flamy hairs curl up. 1875 H. R. Proctor in 
Encyct, Brit. 111. 94/2 Should the aurora be flamy, and 
shoot out rays. 

Jig. 41586 SipNey Arcadia ul. xvii. 176b, My thoughts.. 
With flamie breathes doo issue oft in sound. 1845 CARLYLE 
Cromwell (1871) IV. 3 A very flamy, fuliginous set of doc- 
trines. 

+3. Performed by the agency of flame. Ods. 

¢x611r Cuarman //iad vu. 69 His body I'll resign To be 
disposed by his friends in flamy funerals. 1635 Swan Sfec. 
M. vi. § 2 (1643) 202 [Water] can..keep our mansions from 
-.a flamie conversion into ashes. 

4. Comb., as famy-glittering. 

1581 SipNey Asty. § Stella \xxvi, Her flamy-glittering 
lights increase with time and place. 

Flan (flu), 5d.1 Sc. Also 8-9 flann, 9 fam. 
[cf. Icel. flan sudden rush, fana to rush.] a. A 
sudden gust or puff of wind. b. A puff of smoke 


driven down the chimney by a gust of wind. 

©1475 Rauf Coilzear 2 Thair fell ane ferlyfull flan within 

thay fellis wide. 1701 J. Brann Descr. Orkney, etc. 81 

_ Tho’ the wind be not so strong, there will come Flanns and 
Blasts off the Land. 1742 J. Mitt Diary (1889) 13 The boat 
was laid under water by a sudden flan. 1820 St. Kathleen 
III. 110 It blows squally, as the flams o’ reek flappin’ doun 
the lum may tell ye. 1866 EpMonpstoun Shetland & Orkn. 
Gloss., Flan, Plann, a gust of wind, S. 

Flan (flen), 50.2 Coining. [a. F. flan (OF. 
flan, flaon:; see FLAWN) orig. a round cake, but 
transf. to this sense from the similarity in shape. ] 
A disc of metal before stamping ; a blank. 

1868 G. SrerHens Runic Mon. Il. 511 That round stampt 
flan or lamina which thus is mounted. 1880 B. Heap 
Guide Coins B. M. 2 The form of the ingot (/Za) of most 
of the early coins was bean-shaped or oval. 

Flan (flen), sd.3 dial. Also flam. [f. Fuana.] 
a. A shallow. b. A broad-brimmed hat (=/lan- 
hat: see the adj.). 

a. 1790 Grose Prov. Gloss. (ed. 2), Flan, a shallow. 
North. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Flam, a shallow 

b. 1877 Holderness Gloss. s.v., ‘Sun's si parlus hot Ah’ll 
put mi flam on’, 

Flan (flen), sb.4 dial. Also filam. A net used 
in ferreting rabbits. Also attr7b., as flam-net. 

1801 W. B. Danie, Rural Sports I. 352 After the holes 
are .. covered with Purse-Nets called Flans, the Ferret 
should be put in. 1876 Surrey Gloss., Flam or Flanz-net, 
a small net used in ferreting rabbits, 

Flan (flen), a dal. Also 9 fam. [Of un- 
known etymology. There is a remarkable coinci- 
dence of sense with F. flanzer slightly concave 
(said of a grindstone), according to Hatzf.-Darm. 
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f. flan tart, FLAwN ; but it is difficult to assume a 
parallel derivation for the Eng. dialect word.] 

Broad, flat, and shallow; also, ‘shallow with 
sloping sides’ (Lonsdale Gloss.). 

1781 Hutron Tour to Caves Gloss., Flan, shallow. 1787 
Grose Provinc, Gloss., Flan, broad. 1825-79 JAMIESON, 
Flan, ‘flat, not very hollow’. 1876 Mid. Vorksh. Gloss., 
flan-hat is a summer-hat with a flapping brim, worn by 
the farmer’s wives. 1878 Czsbld. Gloss. s.v.. They gave us 
fry’t eggs and collops in a flan dish, 

Flan (ilen), v. dal. [Connected with FLan a. 
Cf. FLANCH, FLANGE vds.] zntr. a. Of a vessel, 
etc.: To expand towards the top, to widen up- 
wards. Also, 7o flan out. b. Of awindow-jamb ; 
To splay or bevel internally. Cf. FLANNING. 

1788 W. Marsuatt £. Yorksh. Gloss., Flan, to spread 
wide as the sides of a bowl or scuttle. 1876 A/id-Yorksh. 
Gloss. s.v., ‘How she does flan with that gown of hers !’ 
.. A flower vase ‘flans out’ at the top. 

Flan, obs. form of FLANE, FLay. 

Fla‘neard. Oés. exc. Hist. Also 6 ?flaunkart, 
flankett, 8 flankart, 9 (//zs¢.) flanchard. [a. 
OF. flancard, f. flanc FLANK sb.1] 

1. a. A piece of armour for the thigh. b. In horse- 
armour, one of the side-pieces covering the flanks. 

c 1489 Caxton Sones of Aymon vi. 142 His swerde..cut 
thrugh..an hundred mayles of his flancardes. 1513 Douc- 
LAS Af neis vi. xi. 76 Burnist flaukartis [? ved flan- or flaun-] 
and leg harnes. 1548 Hatt Chroz.12a, Some had..the 
guissettes, the flancardes droped & gutted with red. rss5 
Epen Decades 188 A barbed horse with his barbes and 
flankettes, 1870 Brack tr. Demmin's Weapons War 350 
The side pieces or flanchards..which joined the front plate 
or breast-piece to the thigh-pieces and croupiére. 

2. =FLAnKEr sd.1 

1767 ‘IT. Hurcuinson Hist. Mass. II. ii. 163 And firing 
briskly from the flankarts, saved the house. 

Flanch (flanf),s5?.! Her. Alsoflaunch, flanque. 
[? a. OF. flanche fem.,=flanc masc., FLANK.] 

A sub-ordinary formed on each side of the shield 
by a line arched or convex towards the centre, 
always borne double or in pairs. 

We have not been able to find direct evidence that anche 
was used in Fr. in the heraldic sense; but the form /angue, 
and the adjs. flanché, flangué, are in Getiot (ed. Palliot 
1664), 

1562 LeicH Armorie (1597) 70b, He beareth Ermin, ij 
Flaunches, Vert. ‘This is one degree vnder the aforesaide 
Flasques. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 1. iv. 39 He beareth 
Gules, two Flanches, Argent. 1727 BrapLey Fan. Dict. 
s. v., Hlanches are always born by Pairs; the Flanch bends 
more than the Flask, 1828-40 Berry Encycl. Herald. I, 
Flanch, Flangue, or Flasgue. Leigh would make flanch 
and flasque two distinct subordinate ordinaries, but Gibbon 


-very judiciously accounts them both as one. 


Hence Flanched ///.a., having flanches. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 1. ix. 93 He beareth Vert, a 
Pile, and two demy ones Imbowed or Flanched. 1889 
Exvin Dict. Her. s.v., A shield of Fitz-Alan, flanched ar. 

Flanch (flanf), 52.2 Also flaunch. [This and 
its variant FLANGE are prob. f. FLancu, FLANGE 
vos. The usual explanation is that the sb. is ad. 
OF, flanche fem.=flanc masc., FLANK; but the 
sense is hardly suitable.] 

1. =FLANGE 2. 

1726 Drsacutiers in Phil, Trans. XXXIV. 8 With a 
Shoulder or Flaunch screw’d within the Circle O O by 4 
other Screws. 1784 Darwin 7bzd¢. LX XV. 3 Another leaden 
ring or flanch was soldered round the leaden pipe. 1862 
Smites Lxgineers III. 8 With flanches cast upon the tire 
of the waggon-wheels to keep them on the track, 

2. Comé. as flanch-chuck, -mill (see quots.). 

1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal II. x. 249 Coffee is ground 
by what is called a flanch mill, having the body composed of 
rolled iron, and being screwed against a post in the kitchen. 
1842 Francis Dict. Arts, etc., Flanch Chuck, a .. chuck, 
formed like a flanch; but instead of holes being bored in it 
.. furnished with several points, upon which the article to 
be turned is fixed. ‘ : 

Hence Flanched ///. a., having a flanch. 

1793 SMEATON Edystone L. 196 The flanched border .. 
which surrounds the face of the pillars. 1851 GREENWELL 
Coal-trade Terms Northumb. §& Durham 7 Tubs having 
flanched wheels. 

Flanch (flanf), v. Also flaunch, FLANGE v. 
[Of obscure origin ; there would seem to be some 
connexion with the synonymous FLANv.; but the re- 
lation between the two words is not explained by any 
known process of derivation, Assuming the prim- 
ary sense to be ‘ to extend laterally’, fazch might 
conceivably be derived from F. fanc FLANK; but 
no vb. *flancher of similar sense has been dis- 


covered in Fr. of any period. 

An OF. flanchir, asia Jlainchir occurs as a synonym 
(perh. a variant) of /Zechir to bend (cf. Fiincu). Can the 
Eng. vb. be an adoption of this in a specialized sense ?] 

intr. To spread, widen out; to slope outwards 
towards the top. Also with out, off. 

1776 WiTHERING Brit. Plants rie IV. 357 Dark grey 
and smooth within; the border flanching out. 1802 7vans, 
Soc. Enc. Arts XX. 288 The sides, from the floor-heads to 
the top of the gunwale, flaunch off on each side. 


Hence Fla‘nching v0/. sb. and ffi. a. 

1802 Gentl, Mag. Apr. 325/t The boat is about 30 feet 
long .. built ina flaunching manner. 1802 Cart. REED in 
Naval Chron. VII. 490 The curvature of the keel and the 
flaunching sides .. render it almost impossible to be upset, 














FLANE. 


1803 /dzd. IX. 283 The flaunching, or spreading form of the 
boat..gives her a considerable bearing. 
Flanconade (He yk6nei:d). Fencing. Also 7 
flancanade, -konade, g flanconnade. [a. F. fav- 
conade, f. flanc: see FLANK.] A thrust in the flank 


or side. 

1664 J. Witson Cheats 1v. i. Dram. Wks. (1874) 68 Ob- 
serve—how true it bends! Ah! for a pass in flanconade ! 
1698 FarquHar Love § a Bottle u. ii, Sa! sa! defend 
flankonade, madam, 1779 SHERIDAN Critic u1. ii, Hah! thrust 
in tierce parried ,. then flankonade .. and a palpable hit. 
1889 Pottock etc. Mencing ii. (Badm. Libr.) 53 This is the 
famous thrust known as flanconnade or Ziesment d’octave. 

attrib, 1809 RoLtanp Fencing iv. 74 This flanconade 
thrust cannot be well made use of, unless [etc.]. : 

+ Flandan. Oés. [Of unknown origin; some 
of the quots. suggest that it was supposed to be 
originally a term of fortification.] A part of a 
lady’s head-dress (see quots.). 

1690 Evetyn Mundus Muliebris 6 Monté Ja haut, and 
Palisade, Sorti, Flandan .. Burgoigne, Jardiné, Cornett, 
— Fop-Dict. 18 Flandan, a kind of Pinner joyning with 
the Bonnet. @ 1693 Urquuart Radelais m1. xlvi. 375 Great 
Ladies..with their Flandan, Top-knots and Sultana’s. 1694 
N. H. Ladies Dict. 10 s. v. Apparel, A Flandan is a kind of 
Pinner join’d with a Cornet. /6éid. 425 s.v. Topf-knots, Will 
it not be convenient to attack your Flandan first, says the 
Maid? More Anger yet? still Military Terms? 

+Fla‘nderkin. 04s. (See also FLOUNDERKIN 
and FLANDRICANa.) [f. next + -KIN.] 

1. An inhabitant of Flanders, a Fleming. Also 
attrib, (quasi-ad7.) =Flemish. Odés. 

1694 S. Jounson WVotes Past. Lett. Bp. Burnet 1. 32 Till 
we are in the Condition of the Flanderkin Towns, he need 
not urge us with their Practice and Example. 1698 
Luttrect Brief Rel. (1857) 1V. 432 The Flanderkins have 
laid a duty of 3 guilders upon every £ 100 of Irish wool that 
is imported there. 1810 JANE PorTER Scot. Chiefs u1. xv. 
342 The Flanderkins .. suddenly giving way with cries of 
terror. 1821 Hoce Yacobite Relics Ser. u. ii. 8 But Flan- 
derkins they have nae skill To lead a Scottish force, man. 

2. slang. (See quots.) 

a1700 B. BK. Dict. Cant. Crew, Flanderkin, a very large 
Fat Man or Horse. 1811 Sporting Mag. XXXVIII. 63 
Florikins are amongst the zondescripta .. in ornithology .. 
pee read of them .. under the name, I believe, of Flander- 
<ins. 

Flanders (fla‘ndaiz). [ad. Du. Vlaanderen pl.; 
the name of an ancient countship now divided be- 
tween Belgium, France, and Holland.] 

+1. Short for: a. Hlanders-lace; b. Hlanders- 


horse. 

1690 Evetyn Mundus Muliebris 3 Four Cushion-Cloths 
are scarce enough, Of Point, and Flanders. 1718 CisBer 
Nonjuror i. ii, Does he keep his Chariot and Berlin, with 
six flouncing Flanders? 

2. attrib. as Flanders chest, flax, lace (whence 
-laced), mare, shape, wagon. b. Flanders brick 
= Bath-brick ; + Flanders colour, ?tawny orange; 
Flanders counter : see COUNTER 50.3 3; >} Flan- 
ders-fortunes, -pieces (see quots.); + Flanders 
tile (a) = Flanders brick; (6) =Dutch tile. 

1858 SimMonps Dict. Trade, *Hlanders-brick. 1875 Ure's 
Dict. Aris 1. 401 Hlanders Bricéts, commonly called Bath 
bricks. [1433 Wottingham Rec. II. 140 Unam cistam 
Flaundr’.] 1460 Jaw. in Ripon Ch. Acts 365 De j *flandyrs 
kist, 3s. 1652 Juv. T. Teanby of Barton-on-Humber (N.W. 
Linc. Gloss.), One fflaunders chist. 1721 StryeE Eccl. Menez. 
II. xii. 338 His standard an unicorn silver ermine .. and his 
pensils *Flanders colour. 1557 Wills & Inv. N.C. (Surtees 
1835) 158 In the Halle ij *flanders counters wt ther carpetts 
xx8, 1842 MeCuttocu Dict. Commerce s.v. Flax, *Flanders 
or Dutch flax is..of the finest quality. a1zoo B.E, Dict. 
Cant. Crew, *Flanders-fortunes, of small Substance. 1664 
Newsman 26 May in Mrs. Palliser Lace vii. 1o2 A black 
lute-string gown with a black *Flanders lace. 1690 EveLyn 
Mundus Muliebris 3 With a broad Flanders Lace below. 
1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2170/4 An open *Flanders.lac’d Neck- 
cloth. 1613-16 W. Browne S7t, Past. 1. v.505 A stubborne 
Nagge of Galloway ..or a*Flaunders Mare. 1816 Scotr 
Old Mort. ii, A wheel-carriage .. dragged by eight long- 
tailed Flanders mares. a@1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
*Flanders-pieces, Pictures that look fair at a distance, but 
coarser near at Hand. 1664 Drypen Rival Ladies m1. 1, 
He lov’d that *Flanders shape, that lump of Earth And 
Phlegm together. 1544 Liber Magnus C. C. C. Oxon. 
(MS.), Impensa sacelli It’ pro oleo et *flawnderstele ad 
mundanda candelabra sacelli, iiijd. 1577 B. Goocr Heves- 
bach’s Hush, w. (1586) 161 b, To beate in powder Bricke, 
or Flaunders Tyle. 1600-1 Trinity Coll. Acc. in Willis 
& Clark Cambridge (1886) II. 483 Flaunders tyles to paue 
the chimney in the.. great chamber. 1876 VoyLe A7Zi/Z¢. 
Dict. (ed. 3), *Flanders Wagon, a wagon suited to the 
transport of all light stores. 

+Flandrican, z. Os. Also Flandrikan. 
[f. prec. +-I0 + -AN; but prob. an etymologizing 
alteration of FLANDERKIN.] =FLEMISH, 

1800 J. Mitner Lett. Prebendary (1813) 165 John Hooper 
..married a Flandrican woman. 1824 M«Cutrocu //ighd. 
& W. Isles Scot?. 1. 57 It is in vain .. to affect to despise it 
as Tudesque or Flandrikan (in style of architecture). 

+ Fla:ndrish, @. Oés. exc. arch. Forms: 4-5 
flaunderich, -drissh(e, -dryssh, 9 flaundrish. 
[f. as prec. +-ISH.] = FLEMISH. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Prol. 272 Vp on his heed a fflaundryssh 
beuere hat. 1632 Lirncow 77av. x. 480 ‘he Gentlemans 
seruant, a Flandrish Fleming. 1809 W. Irvine Knickerd. 
(1861) 234 In rich apparel of the antique flaundrish cut. 

+Flane. Os. Forms: 1-4 flan, 3-4 flon, 
4-5 flone, 5-9 Sc. flane, 5-6 flain(e, (6 flayn). 
[OE. jiéz masc. and fem. = ON. fleznn masc., 

: 36-2 


FLANERIE. 


cognate with OE. fd: see Fuo. The word sur- 
vived longest in Sc.; otherwise the normal form 
would have been floze.] An arrow. 

Beowulf 2438 (Gr.) Syddan hyne Hedcyn of hornbozan 
his freawine flane geswencte. axooo Byrhtnoth 71 (Gr.) 
purh flanes flyht. a1z25 Fudiana 7 Pe flan be of luue fleod. 
c 1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Kut, 1161 At vche [bat] wende vndir 
wande wapped a flone. c1450 Henryson Alor. Fad. iv. 152 
His bow he bent, ane flane with fedderis gray He haillit 
to the heid. 1567 Satir. Poems Reform. iil. 32 Ane flaine 
lat fle with bow in tyme of neid. 1724 Poems on Royal 
ileal oad of Archers 34 Burnished swords and whizzing 

anes. 

Flanel, obs. form of FLANNEL. 

|| FlAmerie (flan’'rz). [F. fl@nerie, f. fldner to 
lounge, saunter idly.] The disposition or practice 
of an idler or lounger. 

1873 Hamerton /n/el/. Life x. vii. (1876) 371 Intellectual 
flanerie. 1875 H. James 7vansatl. Sketches 126 The aim- 
less flanerie which leaves you free to follow capriciously 
every hint of entertainment. 

|| Flaneur (flanor). [F. fldneuwr, f. fldner: 
see prec.] A lounger or saunterer, an idle ‘man 
about town’. 

1872 E. Brappon Life im India vi. 236 He will affect 
a knowledge of London life that only comes to the regular 
flaneur after years of active experience. 1876 Ouipa Winter 
City vi. 149 An existence which makes the life of the Paris 
flaneurs look very poor indeed. 

FPlang (flen). A two-pointed pick used by miners. 

1858 in Simmonps Dict. Trade. 1874 in Knicut Dict. 
Mech. 

Flang, obs. and dial. pa. t. of Firve z. 

Flange (flendz), sd. [See FLancu sd,2] 

1. A widening or branching ont; the part that 
widens out: +a. in a pan; b. ina metallic vein. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury ut. vii. 320/2 The top that goes 
out wider than the bottom, is called the Flang of the Pan. 
1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. 1 jb, Flange [is] a Place where 
a Vein takes a run out of Course into one, and sometimes 
both Sides, insomuch that the Ore lies more scattered. 
1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., Flange, applied to a vein 
widening, ; 

2. A projecting flat rim, collar, or rib, used to 
strengthen an object, to guide it, to keep it in 
place, to facilitate its attachment to another object, 
or for other purposes. 

1735 Dycue & Parvon Dict., Flange, those Side Pieces 
that are cast on to Iron Pipes or Barrels to screw ’em fast, 
or to hang ’em by. 1833 J. Horranp Manuf. Metal. 11. 
247 At each end of this cylinder there is a deep flange or 
margin. 1838 Simms Pxblic Wks. Gt. Brit. 70 The flange 
or rib on the tire shall not project more than one inch. 
1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 207/1 The whole are 
firmly secured by two metal flanges .. which are tightly 
screwed up. . , 

3. Hence a. Any rim or projecting surface. b. 
A flattened-out disc. Also, dlank-flange. 

1876 VovLE Mzlit. Dict. (ed. 3) s.v., The rim of metal 
round the mouth of gun caps used with percussion muskets 
is called a flange. 1877 Holderness Gloss., Flange, the 
brim of a hat. 1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1V, Flange, a 
plate for covering..the end of a pipe or cylinder. 

4. attrib. and Comb., as flange-coupling, -joint ; 
Jlange-maker ; flange-bushing (see quot.); flange- 
pipe (U.S.), pipe in sections with flanges for fixing 
together ; flange-pulley, a flanged pulley; flange- 
rail, (a) a rail with a flanged base; (6) U.S. (see 
quot. 1864) ; flange-wheel, a flanged wheel. 

1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. lV, *Flange Bushing, a flange 
carrying a shell which acts asa bushing toahole. Jdid., 
*Flange Coupling, a device for connecting pipes at any 
angle from 0° to go°. 1864 WessTER, */lange-joint, a joint 
in pipes etc. made by two flanges bolted together. 1884 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V, *Flange Pipe, *Flange Pulley. 
1864 WessteER, */ange-rail, a rail having on one side a 
flange to keep wheels, etc., from running off. 1888 Lock- 
wood’s Dict, Mech. Engin., Flange Rail, a flat-bottomed 
or flat rail, as distinguished from a double-headed rail. 

Flange (flend3z), v. [See Fuancu v.; in senses 
2 and 3 f. prec. sb.] 

1. zntr. To widen out. Also, with ovet. 

1820 WitpRAHAM Chesh. Gloss., Flange, or flange out, to 
spread, diverge, to increase in width or breadth. 1878 
Stevenson /uland Voy. 167 The east-end of a church .. as 
it flanges out in three wide terraces. 

2. To take the form ofa flange. (In recent Dicts.). 

3. trans. To supply with a flange, attach a flange 
to, form a flange upon. 

1873 R. Witson Steam Boilers g2 By flanging either the 
barrel or end plate. 

Flanged (flendzd), A2/. a. 
Made or fitted with a flange. 

1797 J. Curr Coal Viewer & Engine Builder 51 The 
angle of the flanged end of the communicating pipes, 1852 
T. Wricut Celt, Roman, & Saxon (1861) 166 Flanged tiles 
were not unfrequently used for this purpose. 

Flanger (fle'ndga1). [f. Fuanex v.+-rR1.] 

1. (See quot.) 

1893 Labour Commission Gloss., Flangers, also called 
‘boiler-smiths’, are men, in the shipbuilding industry, who 
bend the plate edges where angles cannot be made to fit, 

2. U.S. A vertical iron or steel bar for scraping 
snow and ice from the inside of rail-heads to make 
room for the wheel-flanges (Standard Dict.). 

Flanging (fle‘ndzin), vi/.sd. [f. FLANGE v. + 
-InG!,] The action of the vb. FLANGE. 

1861 W. Fairsairn /yox 150 It will bear punching and 


[f. prec. sb. or vb.] 
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flanging like a sheet of copper. 1869 Sir E. J. Reep Shif- 
build. vi. 105 To facilitate the flanging. 

b. attrib, and Comb., as flanging-hammer, 
-machine, -press. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 876/1 Flanging-machine. 
1884 bid. IV, Flanging Hammer, a machine for turning 
flanges on sheet-metal for boilers, tanks [etc.].  /ézd., 
Flanging Press. 


Flanging (flendzin), 7. a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG 2.] That flanges or has a flange. 


1880 H.C. Sr. Joun Wild Coasts Nifon 152 The house- 
fly’s proboscis. .has a broad or flanging end. 


Flank (fleenk),5d.1 Forms: 1 flane, 4-7 flanke, 
(4 flaunke, flawnkke), 6-7 flanck(e, 5— flank. 


[a. F. flanc, =Pr. flanc, It. fianco (Sp., Pg. flanco, 
only in transferred senses, appears to be from 
French) :—pop. Lat. *fanceum. 

The ulterior etymology is disputed. The most probable 
hypothesis appears to be that it is adopted from the Teut. 
word which appears in OHG. hlancha, lanka, MDu. lanke, 
early ME. Lonxe; instances of Romanic_//- from Teut. 
hl- are believed to occur in some proper names, as F. Foo- 
vent, med.L. Flodoardus. Diez regarded the word as 
a nasalized form of the L. faccus flaccid, comparing, for 
the development of sense, Ger. wezche flank from weich 
soft ; but no adj. */aucus is known in L. or Rom.] 

I. As denoting a part of the body. 

1. The fleshy or muscular part of the side of an 
animal or a man between the ribs and the hip. 

ax100 Prudentius Glosses cited by Napier in Academy 
XLV. 457 Zilia, flances. ¢1330 Arth. & Merl. 9247 Schuldir 
and side and flaunke also. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 269 
Pou muste ordeyne..fastnyngis tofore & bihinde & in hise 
flankis. 1541 R. Copranp Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg. iv. 
iv. Pijb, The .x. place is in the flankes for the rupture. 
1583 Hortysanp Campo di Fior 187 The poore jawde .. 
Which hath no fleshe on his flancs. 1639 MassincEer Unzat. 
Combat 1. i, Charge her home in the flank. x69: Ray 
Creation 11. (1704) 387 The Hedgehog hath his Back-sides 
and Flanks set with strong and sharp prickles. 1782 CowPEer 
Gilpin 127 Which made his horse’s flanks to smoke. 1866 
Rocers Agric. & Prices 1, xxi. 532 They [marking-irons] 
may have been employed to brand the flanks of colts and 
cattle. 

b. A part of the same sold as ¢hzck or thin 


Stank. 


1796 Mrs. GLAsse Cookery xviii. 289 Take a piece of thin 
flank of beef and bone it. 
ce. in Arachnida and Crustacea: The pleura 


or side of the tergum and thorax. 

1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 202 The flancs ( pleure). .have 
mutually approximated and become united. . If the carapace 
is raised in a crab, the flancs or pleurz are seen beneath. 

+2. The belly; the womb. Ods. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. i. (1495) 738 An 
olyphaunt hath tetys vnder the breste: and the maare in 
the flanke bitwene the thyes behynde. 148x Caxton JZyrr. 
1. vi. 76 They bere them ii yere in their flankes. 

3. In the Leather trade: That part of the hide 
or skin which covered the flank of the animal. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Flank 3. The thin portion of 
a skin of leather. 1885 C. T. Davis Manuf. Leather 1. 
i. 38 The parts of hides are called butts, backs, flanks, etc. 

4. pl. (See quots.) [Cf. F. mal de flancs. | 

1706 Puiurs (ed. Kersey), /lanks (among Farriers) 
a Wrench, Crick, Stroke or other Grief in the Back of 
a Horse; also a kind of Pleurisy, proceeding from his 
being over-run with too much Blood, 1810 James A7/z//t. 
Dict. (ed. 3), Flanks in farriery, a wrench or any other 
grief in the back of a horse. 

II. Transferred uses (with gen. sense ‘ side ’.) 

5. gen. The side or lateral part of anything, e.g. 
of a building, a mountain, etc. 

1624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 17 When the Face of the 
Building is narrow, and the Flank deep. did. 29 They 
[i. e. Pilasters] are commonly narrower in Flank, then in 
Front. 1859 TENNyson Vivien 674 So long, that mountains 
have arisen since With cities on their flanks. 1892 Woop- 
warp & Burnett Heraldry Il. 687 Flanks (F. jlancs) the 
sides of the escucheon. 

6. A. The extreme left or right side of an army 
or body of men in military formation; a wing. 
+ A flank (see also AFLANK), 27 flank: at the side. 
To turn the flank (of an enemy): see TURN, 

1548 Patten Lafed. Scotl. Lijb, The Master of the 
ordinaunce. .did gall them with hailshot..and certeyn other 
gunners with there peces, a flanke, from our Rerewarde. 
1568 Grarton Chron. II. 1309 Whilest he and his horsemen 
gave the charge on the flanke of their battaille. 1600 in 
Lismore Papers Ser. 11. (1887) I. 33 He drew vpp that 
squadron. .to chardge them in fflancke. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
vi. 570 He scarce Had ended, when to Right and Left 
the Front Divided, and to either Flank retird. 1726 Leon 
Alberti’s Archit. 1. 69 Whoever offers to approach between 
these towers, is exposed to be taken in flank and slain. 
1810 James MW7lit. Dict. (ed. 3), Flank en potence is any 
part of the right or left wing formed at a right angle with 
the line. 18x10 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. VI. 316 The 
enemy having it thus in their power to throw their whole 
force upon both flanks of this army. 1844 H. Witson Brit. 
India II. 271 They..were taken in flank by a troop of 
cavalry. 

7. Fortification, Any part of a work so disposed 
as to defend another by a flanking nre; esf. the 
part of a bastion reaching from the curtain to the 


face and defending the opposite face. 

1590 MarLowE 2nd Pt. Tamburl. ui. ii, It must have.. 
store of ordnance, that from every flank May scour the 
outward curtains of the fort. 1672 Lacry tr. 7acguett’s 
Milit. Archit, iii. 4 The flanques of the Bulwork and 
Courtine. 1704 Lond. Gaz, No. 4082/3 The Ditch is doubly 








FLANK. 


Palisadoed, with very good Flanks within. 1704 J. Harris 
Lex. Techn., Flank of the Courtine or Second Flank, is 
that part of the Courtine, between the Flank, and the 
Point where the Fichant Line of Defence ends. 1810 
James Milit. Dict. (ed. 3) s. v. Fortification, Flanks of the 
Bastion are the parts between the faces and the curtain. 
1868 KiNGLAKE Crimea (1877) III. v. 364 At the flanks of 
the bastions. 

8. In other technical uses: a. Arch. (See quot. 


1874). b. Mech. (See quot. 1842). 

1842 Francis Dict. Arts, etc., Flank, the straight part 
of the tooth of a wheel which receives the impulse. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 876/t Flank (Architecture) the 
haunch of an arch; the shoulder between the crown and 
the springing. 

III. 9. atirib.and Comb., as flank-piece; (senses 
6,7) as flank attack, company, defence, file, fire, 
march, movement, officer; flank-wise ady, Also, 
flank-bone, the ilium or haunch-bone; flank-wall, 


a side wall. 

1876 Vovte MMilit, Dict. (ed. 3), *Flank-attack..one of 
the modes of attack whereby the side or flank of an army.. 
is attacked. 1668 CuLrerreR & Core Barthol. Anat. w. 
xvi. 351 Os Innominatum..which some term..the *Flank- 
bone. 1809 WeLtiNGTON in Gurw. Desf, IV. 324 The *flank 
companies of the 2oth, 43rd and send Regiments. 185x 
J. S. Macautay Field Fortif. 150 If the church is not built 
on a plan favourable to *flank defence. 1810 James J7/7dit, 
Dict. (ed. 3), *Flank-files are the two first men on the 
right and the two last men on the left, telling downwards 
from the right. 18z0 WeLuincTon in Gurw. Desg. VI. 
331 Be prepared, particularly with your *flank fire every 
morning. 1866 E. B. Hamiey Oferat. War vi. 404 Thus 
Bulow’s march to the field of Waterloo was a *flank march. 
1796 Instr. & Reg. Cavalry (1813) 39 In the *flank move- 
ments of ranks by three’s or by two's. 160r Cortcr., Souds- 
poictrine, the *flanke-peece, or bottome of the brisket of 
an Oxe, &c. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 265 If the House 
had stood by it self, then we might have had light to the 
Stairs from the *Flank Wall. 1819 Rees Cycl., Flank- 
walls, in Engineery, are the same with wing or return-walls 
of a lock or bridge. 1603 FLorio Montaigne (1634) 148 
He pursued them, and charged them *flank-wise. 1863 
Kinciake Crimea I1. 279 Battalions of infantry which.. 
Mentschikoff had been moving flankwise. 


Flank (fleyk), sd.2. Ods. exc. dial. Forms: 4 
flaunke, 6 flanke, 9 d/a/. vlank. [Cf. FLaxe sé.2, 
of which this may be a nasalized form; Sw. has 


(s120) flanka a snowflake.] =FLAKE 50.2 2. : 

13.. £. LE, Allit. P. B. 954 Felle flaunkes of fyr & flakes 
of soufre. 1586 J. Hooker Giradd. Jrel. in Holinshed Il. 
148/rt His companie..carried vpon the ends of their poles 
flankes of fier. 1888 Etwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., 
The vlanks was blowin all over the place. 

Flank (fleyk), v. Also 6-7 flanck(e, flanke, 
(7 flanque). [f. Fuanx 56.1 Cf. Fr. fanguer.] 

+1. zxtr. To shoot on the flank or sideways; to 
deliver a raking fire. Ods. 

1548 W. Patten Exped. Scotl. N vij, Loopholes as well 
for shooting directly foorthward as for flankyng at hand. 

2. trans. To guard, protect, strengthen, or defend 
on the flank. 

1596 SpeNSER /. Q. Iv. xi. 36 A brasen wall, Which mote 
the feebled Britons strongly flancke Against the Picts. 
1598 Barret Vheor. Warres ul. ii. 70 Some do vse to 
flanke the two sides of the battell with sleeues of shot. 
1608 Grimstone Hist. France (1611) 464 The Brittons 
horse that flanked the armie, growes amazed, and leaues 
the foote naked. 1638 Sir IT. Hersert 7vav. (ed. 2) 34 
A Castle. .flanckt with Ordnance. 1662 J. Davies tr. Waz- 
delslo's Trav. 215 The Walls are very broad, and flank'd 
with Towers. 1666 DrypEN Azm. Mirab, xxvi, Our per- 
fum’d prey..flank’d with rocks, did close in covert lay. 
1704 Hymn Vict. |x, This Wing the Woods may flank, the 
Castle that. 1783 Watson Philip IIT (1839) 95 A strong 
intrenchment, flanked with bastions. @ 1837 a T. CoLe- 
BROOKE in Lz/ (1873) 409 The parts of the wall do not well 
flank each other. 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 385 It was 
flanked throughout its length by towers at equal distances 
of two hundred feet. 

Jig. 1680 J. Scorr Servm, Wks. 1718 II. 24 We cannot .. 
Flank and Rear our Discourses with Military Allusions. 
1757 Monitor No. 100 ® 8 Ambitious men flank and fortifi 
one crime with another. 1884 Chr. World 25 Dec. 995/t 
Flanking himself with an apt quotation from the Psalms. 
absol. 1644 Prynne & WaLKER Fiennes’ Trial, App. 11. 
Fortified with a gallant Parrapet well flanking. 1672 
Lacey tr, Zacguett's Milit. Archit. iii. 4 Each part of the 
Fortification must flanque and be flanqued. 

3. To menace or attack the flank of; to take in 
flank. Ofartillery : To fire sideways upon, to rake. 

1599 Haxtuyt Voy, II. 1. 123 Flancking and scouring all 
the ditch with their harquebussie. 1600 Hottanp Livy 
xxv. 564 Beaten back affront, beset behind, flanked on the 
sides .. and environned round. 1736 Lepiarp Life Marl- 
borough \11. 40’ The Enemy had, from hence, very much 
flank’d the Right of the Approaches. 1782 P. H. Bruce 
Ment. 1. 29 One of our own guns .. unhappily missing that 
object, the ball flanked our own trenches. 1820 Scotr 
Monast. i, An advanced angle., with shot-holes for flanking 
the door-way. 

absol. 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 70 To leave no 
enemy in the rear to march after, and so to flank or offend. 

ay b. To place (artillery, a battery) on the flank, 
for either attack or defence. Ods. rare. 

1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. v. 12 They had moored 
up the Galley, and by it raised up a platform, whereupon 
they had flanked 25 Pieces of Ordnance. a 

4. To take up or be posted in a position at the 
flank of; to be placed or situated on either side of. 
Also pass., Zo be flanked by or with: to have 
situated or stationed on the flanks or sides. 

1651 Davenant Gondibert 1. 1. xvi, Prostrate Meads, 


FLANK. 


With Forrests flanck’d, where shade to darkness grew. 
a1748 C. Pirr LZ. to Mr. Spence 34 Where stately colonades 
are flank’d with trees. 1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. (1789) 
I. xxiv. 188 A well made road .. flanked on each side by 
very high hills, 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xv, These viands 
being flanked by a bottle of spirits & a pot of porter. 1860 
TynpDALL G/ac. 1. iii. 23 High mountains flanked us on 
either side. 1871 L. STEPHEN Playgr. Eur. iv. § 3. 231 
A mountain, flanked by real precipices. 

+b. zztr. To occupy a flank position, border 
on or upon. Obs. 

1604 GrimsTonE /7fist. Siege Ostend 192 Ten others [em- 
brasures] .. flanke vppon the approches. @1680 BuTLeR 
Milford-haven Rem. (1759) 1. 417 That Side which flanks 
on the Sea and Haven needs no Art to fortify it. 1828 
Wesster, /lank, v. i, to be posted on the side. 

5. trans. To march past or go round the flank 
of ; in quot. ¢ransf. 

1893 West. Gaz. 22 Dec. 2/3 Did they flank the snow 
and go round to the right, or did they bring the whole 
avalanche down on top of them ? 

b. U.S. slang. To dodge, etc. (see quot.) 

1872 De VERE Americanisms v. 286 The term fo flank, 
which, from the strategy of the generals, descended in the 
mouth of privates to very lowly..meanings. When the 
men wished to escape the attention of pickets and guards 
by slipping past them, they said they flanked them; drill 
and detail and every irksome duty was flanked, when it 
could be avoided by some cunning trick. Soon..the poor 
farmer was fanked out of his pig and his poultry. 

6. In various nonce-uses. a. To strike on the 

flank or side. b. Of a ship: To present the flank 
or broadside to (a gale). e. Zo flank down: to 
bring dow upon the flanks or hips. 
_ 16er Hottanp Plizy I. sor As the said wind may flanke 
it on the side. 1704 Swirt Batt. Bhs. (end), Flanking 
down his Arms close to his Ribs, hoping to save his Body. 
1762 FaLconer Shipwr. 11. 298 For this assault should either 
quarter feel, Again to flank the tempest she might reel. 

Hence Flanking v0/, sb., and ffl. a. 

1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4082/3 There is a Flanking Line 
which runs from the Round Tower. 1813 Scotr Rokeby 
v. ili, The flanking guns dismounted lie. 1841 LrvER 
C, O'Malley xc, Who poured in a flanking fire. 1864 
Burton Scot Ady, I. v. 294 When he has built his first 
flanking works, he wants to protect these works in the 
same way. 1870 Daily News 20 Oct., This distant flanking 
of their hne of communication made the defences that they 
raised all the easier to examine. 1886 Witus & CLark 
Cambridge II. 508 The flanking turrets. 

Flank (fleyk), v.2 [Onomatopeeic; cf. flick, 
spank.| trans. To whip with a light, sudden 
stroke, to flick ; also, to crack (a whip). 

1830 Lytron P. Clifford iii, He then, taking up the driv- 
ing whip, flanked a fly from the opposite wall. 1833 A7e/o- 
sapphic Ode in Whibley Cap and Gown 136 Kicks up a 
row, gets drunk or flanks a tandem-Whip out of window. 
1861 Mrs. Penny Romance Dull Life vii. 52 He still 
eased his feelings by flanking everything in the room with 
a very dusty pocket-handkerchief. 


+ Flankard. Ols. Hunting. [a.OF. (xoeud) 
SJlancar(d, f. flanc Fuank. Cf. Fuancarp.] See 
quot. 1576; also ? ¢vansf. a wound in the side. 

1567 Harman Caveat (Shaks. Soc.) 29 Some preuye wounde 
festred with a fylthy firy flankard. 1576 TurBErv. Venerze 
128 Two [knottes or nuttes] whiche are in the flankes of the 
Deare and are called flankardes. 1616 in Buttoxar. 

Flanked (flenkt), af/. a.! [f. FLANK v. + -ED1.] 
In senses of the vb. 

1706 Puiturs (ed. Kersey), Flanked Angle, the Angle 
made by the two Faces of the Bastion. Jézd., Flank'd or 
Double Tenaille. See Tenaille. 1828 J. M. SpearMAN 
Brit. Gunner (ed. 2) 44 The barbette batteries must be 
established in the flanked angles of the bastions, 


Flanked (fleykt), Zf/. a.2 [f. FLANK sd.1 + 
-ED2.] Haying a flank or flanks: only with de- 
fining word, as full-flanked. 

1634 Heywoop Witches Lanc. 1v. Wks. 1874 IV. 223 He’s 
broad buttock’d and full flanck’d. 

Flanker (flznko1), 54.1 Also 6 flancker, 7 
flankier. [f. FLANK v.1+-zR1.] 

1. A fortification projecting so as to flank or defend 
another part, or to command the flank of an assail- 
ing enemy. 

1gso-r Epwarp VI. Z7¢. Rem. (Roxb.) II. 307 Also for 
flankers at the kepe of Guisnes willed to be made. 1647 
Spricce Anglia Rediv. (1854) 181 The west-gate, wherein 
were four pieces of ordnance, and two in the flanker. 1698 
Fryer £., /nudia & Persia 59 The Castle is seated towards 
the bottom of the Bay, commanding it every way from the 
Points and Flankiers, 1753 J. Bowpoin Let. to Franklin 
12 Nov. in Franklin's Whs, (1887) II. 317 note, At each 
corner a flanker, in which is a couple of canon. 1813 Scorr 
Trierm. wW. xv, Embattled high and proudly towered, 
Shaded by ponderous flankers. 

+2. A cannon posted so as to flank a position. 

1575 CuurcuyarD Chiffpes (1817) 107 The flankers then in 
murdring holes that lay Went of and slew, God knowes 
stout men enow. 1577-87 Hotinsuep Chron. III. 1191/2 
Capteine Vaughan..entered the ditches, and viewed the 
flankers ; whereupon the French shot off the same flankers. 

3. One posted or stationed on either flank. a. 
Mil, One of.a detachment of skirmishers thrown 
out onthe flanks of an army when marching, to guard 


the line of march. Usually g/. [=F. flangueur.] 

1886 J. Hooker Girald. Jre/. in Holinshed 11. 159 Setting 
out his flankers in severall places. 1635 Barrirre J¥72. 
Discip. \xi. (1643) 16 The Pikes being the Flanquers. 1796 
STEDMAN Surinam I. xx. 96 With a few flankers or rifle- 
men outside the whole. 1863 Corwh. Mag. Jan. 52 Their 
services as scouts and flankers proved invaluable. 
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b. in non-military uses. 

1827 Lapy Morcan O’Briens & O'Flahertys 1, 219 Lady 
Honoria was still excluded..by a blockade of carriages, 
and her old flanker the Castleknock. 1893 Standard 
Dict., Flanker 2. Yn grouse-driving, one of the men walk- 
ing on the flanks of the line of drivers, to keep the birds 
in the desired line of flight. : 

4. Anything which flanks or adjoins laterally: 
esp. & a side-wall of a courtyard; a wing of 
a building ; + b. a side-piece of timber ; @. a side- 
piece of armour (see quot. 1659),=FLANCARD ; 
+d. a footpath bythe side of a highway, aside-walk; 
e. one of the side horses in a three-horse vehicle. 

1600 SuRFLET Countrie Farme u. liv. 377* To make them 
[citron-trees] a hood and flankers of Bay trees. 1611 
Cortcr., Hlanchere, A flanker, side peece, or flanking peece 
of timber, in building. 163z Kart Cork Diary in Lismore 
Papers Ser. 1. (1886) III. 1roz2 He bwylding..an english 
howse..with 2 fflankers. 1659 TorriANo, Miazcart, flankers, 
or sidepieces for an armed man or barbed horse. 1682 Woop 
Life (1894) III. 25 The highway..pitched..the middle part 
with peebles, and the two collaterals or flankers with hard 
white stone. 1823 Scorr Let. to D. Terry 29 Oct. in Lock- 
hart, The front of the house is now enclosed by a court-yard 
wall with flankers of 100 feet. 1879 O'Donovan in Daily 
News 16 Apr. 3/1 While the central animal is. .running along 
a deep narrow cutting, the flankers are on the top of high 
banks on either side; or vice versa. 

Flanker, sé.2. [f. Fuanxur v.2] (See quots.) 

1840 Gosse Canadian Nat. 11 They..throw out lighted 
fragments, ‘ flankers’, as they are called. 1847 HALLIWwELL, 
Flanker, a spark of fire. West. 

Flanker (fle yko1), v1 Ods. exc. arch.  [E. 
FLAnKcer $0.1; cf. however Du. flankeeren, ad. ¥F. 

Jlanquer to FLANK. ] 

Ll. trans, To support or protect on the flanks ; to 
defend or command from a flanker; to strengthen 
with flankers. 

1598 Barrer Theor. Warres 1. i. 96 At euery angle of 
the battell..a good squadron of Muskets..to flanker it 
euery way. 1624 Carr. SmitH Virgiia v. 191 He began 
his first peece of fortification, vypon a Rocke which flankers 
the Kings Castle. 1633 T. Srarrorp Pac. H70. 1. xxi. 233 
The ground .. was flankerd from the Harles quarter by 
the Cannon. 1665 Sir T. Herserr 7yvav. (1677) 40 The 
City is compassed with a thick Stone Wall, flanker’d and 
moated about. 1721-1800 in Battery, To /lanker, to fortify 
the Walls of a City with Bulwarks or Countermures. 

Jig. 1612tr. Benvenuto’s Passenger i. i. § 27. 433 The Philo- 
sopher also flanckers this intention of ours. 1621 Eart Cork 
in Lismore Papers Ser. u. (1888) ILI. 18 This purchase 
will..secure and flanker yt [property] in tyme of trouble. 

2. intr. To make an attack on the flank. 

1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1621) 619 One of these great 
mounts he cast up directly against the face of the towne, 
and the other at a corner of the same, to flanker alongst 
the wall. 1664 Evetyn Sylva (1679) 20 Where those sharp 
winds do rather flanker than blow fully opposite upon our 
plantations. 

Hence Fla:nkered f//. a. 

1860 Wuittier 7yuce of Pis, 18 The grim, flankered 
block-house, bound With bristling palisades. 


+ Flanker, v.2 Ods. [f. FLANK sb.2+-ER5; cf. 
Jlacker, flicker.| intr. To sparkle. Hence Flan- 
kering ///. a. 

1567 Turserv. Epitaphes, etc. 127 The fits of love And 
flanckring sparkes of Cupids fire. 1577 T. KENDALL 
Flowers of Epigr. 49 By flanckeryng flame of firie love, to 
cinders men are worne. 

Flanky: see FLUNKEY. 

Flann: see Fuay. 

Flannel (flenél), sd. Forms: 6-8, 9 (déal.) 
flan(n)en, 6-7 flan(n)ing, flan(n)ell, (7 flan- 
nion), 7, 9 (da/.) flannin, 8 Sc. flainen, 6- 
flannel. [Of uncertain etymology. App. first 
recorded in Eng., whence the continental forms 
were prob. adopted: F. flazelle (late 17th c.), It. 
Srannella, frenella, fiannella, Sp. flanela, franela, 
Pg. farinella (? influenced by farznha flour), Ger. 
Jlanell (1715), Du. flanel, flenel. As flannel was 
already in 16th c, a well-known production of 
Wales, a Welsh origin for the word seems antece- 
dently likely. Some scholars have conjectured 
that tke form annex is the original, and is a cor- 
ruption of Welsh ew/anen ‘a flannel’ (O. Pughe), 
f. gwlén wool (=Ir. olann:—OCeltic *uland:— 
older *wlana). This is plausible, but involves 
some difficulties : the Welsh word is not originally 
a name for the material, but (as is indicated by 
its formation with the individualizing suffix -e7) 
means literally an article or piece of material 
made of wool ; and the assumed change of flannen 
into flannel is perh. less explicable than would be 
the contrary change, which might be ascribed to 
the analogy of /émen, woollen. Another suggestion 


is that the word isan AF. diminutive of OF. flazne » 


blanket or coverlet.] 

1. An open woollen stuff, of various degrees of 
fineness, usually without a nap. 

1503 Privy Purse Exp. Eliz. of Vork (1830) 94 For iiij 
yerdes of fflanell. .iiijs. a@1586 Stipney Arcadia ui. ii. § 1 
99 She found Dorus, apparelled in flanen. 1597 T. J. 
Serm. Paules C. 54 Thou shalt haue course flaning to be 
thy best attyre. 1652 Sesstons Rec. Wenlock g Aug. in 
“keg & Burne Shropsh. Folk-lore xxxii. (1883) 480 John 

avens badger of flanen. 1677-8 MARVELL Cov7, cccxxil. 














FLANNELETTE. 


Wks. 1872-5 II. 581 Greater penaltyes upon those that do 
not bury in flannell, 1704 F. Futter J/ed. Gym. (1711) 
212 Flannel is scarce necessary or convenient on this side 
old Age. 1790 Burns Yam o' Shanter 153 Had..their 
sarks, instead 0’ creeshie flannen, Been snaw-white seven- 
teen hunder linnen! 1849 CLaripce Cold Water-cure 69 
Mr. Priessnitz expects all his patients to leave off wearing 
flannel ..next to the body. 1882 Beck Draper's Dict. s. v. 
Flannel, Such [Flannels] as have the pile raised on one side 
.. are termed Raised Flannels; when both sides are so 
covered they are Double-raised Flannels. 

b. ff. Different kinds of flannel; flannel goods 
in general. 

1581 Act 23 Eliz. c. 9 § 1 Logwood .. wherewith divers 
Dyers..dye..Caps, Flannels. 1643 Prynne Ofev. Gt. Seale 
21 All Worsteds and Flannins within these Townes and their 
Suburbs. 1875 Uvre’s Dict. Arts II. 401 In Ireland a few 
varieties of low flannels and coatings, called Galways, are 
manufactured from Irish grown wool. 

+c. With reference to the obligation of burying 
in woollen (18 & 19 Chas. II,c. 4): Ashroud. Ods. 
a1683 OLpHAM Sat. in Poems & Transl. (1684) 174 He 
could not save Enough to purchase Flannel, and a Grave. 
1683 Tryon Way to Health 320/1 If they escape the Wooden 
Tenement and Flannel. 
d. Ludicrously used to designate a Welshman. 

1598 SHAks. Merry W.v. v. 172 1 am not able to answer 
the Welsh flannel. 

2. ~/. a. Underclothing made of flannel ; also, 
pieces of flannel used for bandages, etc. 

1722 De For Col. Fack (1840) 296 Having .. my flannels 
taken off my legs. 1771 SMottetr Hmph. Cl. 1. 17 Apr., 
She forgot to pack up my flannels. 1841 Emerson /Vat., 
Conservative Wks. (Bohn) II. 274 A universe in slippers and 
flannels. 

b. Garments of flannel, for boating, cricket, etc. : 
to get or receive one’s flannels (see quot. 1889). 

1888 J. Payn Myst. Mirbridge ix, He had worn cricketing 
flannels. 1889 Boy's Own Paper 24 Aug. 746/1 Careless 
schoolboys .. lightly dressed in flannels, 1889 Barrere & 
Leranp Slang, Flannels (Harrow), to get one’s flannels is 
to obtain promotion to the school cricket, or football eleven. 

3. (See quot.) 

1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. VV. 346/1 Flannel, the first stage 
in the manufacture of plain cloth. 

4. transf. a. Natural flannel (see quot. 1856). b. 
In popular names of certain woolly-leaved plants : 
Poor Man's Flannel = ADAM'S FLANNEL; Ouy 
Lord’s or Our Saviours Flannel: Ecticum vul- 
gare (Britten & H.). ©. slang (see quot. 1823). 

1823 ‘J. Bre’ Slang, Flannel (warm), grog, punch, or gin- 
twist, with a dash of beer in. 1856 GrirriTH & HENFREY 
Microgr. Dict. 265 Flannet, Natural, a harsh _ fibrous 
texture, sometimes found covering meadows, rocks, etc., 
after an inundation. It consists of the interwoven filaments 
of Confervz, with adherent or entangled Diatomacez, In- 
fusoria, crystals of carbonate of lime, etc. 

5. attrib. or adj. a. Made of flannel. 

1585 Hicins ¥unius’ Nomenclator 164 A flanell peticoate. 
1611 Fiorio, Bawbagina, bumbasine. Also a flanell wast- 
cote. 1618 Bratuwait Rem. after Death, Descr. Death 
v, He weares Nomantle, flanning trowses. @1700 ? DRYDEN 
Suumne cuigue In flannen robes the coughing ghost does walk. 
1784 Jounson Let. to Mrs. Thrale g Feb., I have just be- 
spoke a flannel dress. 1857 Hucues Tome Brown u. Viii, 
In white flannel shirt and trousers. 

b. In xonce-wses: Resembling flannel. 

1764 WALPOLE Le??. (1820) III. 9, I have little fevers every 
night, which bid me repair to a more flannel climate. 1795 
Wo corr (P. Pindar) Pixdariana Wks. 1812 IV. 186 A pair 
of flannel cheeks composed her face. 


6. attrib. and comb. as flannel-maker, trade, 
-weaver, -weaving; also + flannel-act (cf. I c); 
flannel-cake, a kind of thin griddle-cake; flan- 
nel-flower, -plant, the mullein; hence flannel- 
leaf; flannel rash (see quot.); flannel-weed, 


some water-plant. 

1678 T. Jones Of Heart § Soveraign 403 (By a Canonical 
*Flannel Act) [it] must be buried out of the way, as useless. 
1792 Munchhausen's Trav. xxix. 131 Ten thousand thousand 
Naples biscuits, crackers, buns, and *flannel-cakes. 1821 
Crare Vill. Minstr. 1. 114 Antique mullein’s *flannel- 
leaves. 1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3776/4 John Judd. .*Flannel- 
maker. 1848 W. A. Bromriecp in Phytologist ILI. 598 Ver~ 
bascune thapsus..from the texture of the leaves known here 
[Hampshire] sometimes as the ‘*flannel-plant’. 1888 W. A. 
Jamieson Dis. Shin iii. (1891) 41 The ‘*flannel rash’ which 
Hutchinson and others have noticed on the chest ...is another 
instance of an eruption due to clothing. 1879 Zzcycl. Brit. 
IX. 292/1 Blankets, a special branch of the *flannel trade. 
Ibid. Nearly the whole population .. finds occupation in 
*flannel weaving. 1893 Pall Mall G. 10 July 10/3 The 
rains. .have put a little more water into the river, and there 
is not so much *flannel weed to contend with. 

Flannel (fle nél), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans.a. To 
wrap in flannel. b. To rub with flannel. 

1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz, Our Parish vi, The children 
were yellow-soaped and flannelled. /dcd., Tades i, The 
second-floor front was scrubbed, and washed, and flannelled. 

Hence Fla‘nnelled f//. a. 

31784 J. Berxnar Belknap Papers (1877) 1. 383 She knows 
what it is to tend a flannelled pair of legs and hands. @1845 
Hoop To Grimaldi i, Joseph! they say thou’st left the 
stage, To..taste the flannell’d ease of age. 

Flannelette (flenéle't): Also flannellette. 
[f. FLANNEL + -ETTE.] a. (See quot. 1882.) b. 
A cotton fabric, made in imitation of flannel. 

1882 CAULFEILD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Flannellette, 
a description of a very soft Flannel, measuring 28 inches in 
width. 1887 Daily News 12 Jan. 3/1 Huge stacks of a 
poverty-stricken article called flannelette. 1893 Lady 17 
Aug, 172/2 Flannelette is not flannel. 


FLANNELLY. 


Flannelly (flenéli), a [f. as prec. +-Ly 1.] 
Characteristic or of the nature of flannel; flannel- 
like. Also fig. (In quot. 1842 quasi-adv.) 

¢1839 Lanvor 2nd. Convers. Southey & Landor Wks. 
1846 IL. 174/1 The dreary hydropathy and flanelly voices of 
the swathed and sinewless. 1842 Biscnorr Woollen Manuf. 
(1862) II. 148 It [the wool] works more flannelly. 1889 H. A. 
Dopps Rep. Paris Exhib, 5 The sooty ‘ flannelly’ appearance 
of the manipulation in some of the exhibits, _ 

Flanning (fle nin), vd/. sd. [f. FuAn v. + 
-ING 1] (See quots.) 

1849-50 WEALE Dict. Terms, Flanning, the internal splay 
ofa window-jamb. 1852 Raine North Durham referred to 
in Dict. Arch. (Arch. Publ. Soc. 1862). 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech. 1. 876/2 Flanning (Building), the internal flare of a 
window jamb. The exbrasure. Or of a fireplace Coving. 

Flanque, Flanqued Her.: see Fuancu 50.1 

Flant, obs. form of FLAUNT. 

+Flanta‘do, Ods. ([?f. Fiaunr v. with 
pseudo-Sp. ending.] ?Flaunting. Also atérid. 

1583 Sranyuurst 4 xe7s 1. (Arb.) 18 Thee Troian nauye.. 
the sea salte foaming wyth braue flantadoe dyd harrow. 
1594 [see Firktnc]. é 

+ Flantitanting, A/. a. sonce-wd. [A re- 
duplicated formation on /lanting = FLAUNTING. 
Cf. Fraunt-Tant.] Flaunting. 

1596 Nasue Saffron Walden 7x In that flourishing flanti- 
tanting goutie omega fist. 


Flap (flep), sd. Forms: 4-7 flappe (6 flepe), 
7-8 flapp, 5- flap. [f. next vb.; cf. Du. “ap blow, 
fly-flapper, lid of a can.] 

I. The action of the vb. Frap. 


+1. A blow, slap, stroke. Also fig. Ods. 

c1330 Arth. § Merl. 8084 With fauchouns, axes and 
battes, Ich gaue other sori flappes. 1377 Lancu. P. P/. B. 
xut. 67 This freke .. Preched of penaunces..And flappes of 
scourges. ¢1460 JTowseley ATyst. (Surtees) 206, I shalle 
lene you a flap, My strengthe for to kythe. 1535 Stewarr 
Cron. Scot. I. 382 Thair freikis fell with mony fercie flap. 

b. A blow given with something broad and 
loose (cf. 2). Also fig. +A flap with a fox tail: 
Jjig. 2a contemptuous dismissal ; a trivial rebuke 
(cf. Fuap v. 2 d). 

1553 I. Witson Rhet. (1580) 38 So that he [the lawyer] 
gaineth alwaies..whereas the other get a warme Sonne often 
tymes, and a flappe with a Foxe taile, for all that euer thei 
haue spente. 1598 FLorio, Fageg7olata, a flim-flam tale ..a 
flap with a foxetaile. 1653 A. Witson /xcoust. Lady m1. i, 
Liquorish flies do sometimes meet with flaps. 1717 W7dl of 
S. Yackson, If the Beadle make any demand..send him 
away with a Flapp of a Fox taile. 1726 Swirt Gulliver 
lL, ii, 17 This Flapper is .. employed .. to give him a soft 
Flap on his Eyes. 1727 Gay Lady & Wasp 8 The slightest 
flap a fly can chase. a@1734 Nortu Z-xav. 1. ii. § 84 (1740) 
75, 1 found another Flap for the House of Peers, 

2. ‘The motion of something broad and loose’ 
(J.), asa wing or a fly-flapper ; the noise produced 
by its motion, or by contact with some other 
object. Cf. FLAP v. 5 

1774 GotpsM. Nat. Hist. (1776) V.9 The flap of a swan’s 
wing would break a man’s leg. 1816 Byron Szege Cor. xxii, 
The flap of the banners, that flit as they’re borne. 1823 
Scotr Peveril ix, The flap of their wings must have been 
gracious in the ear of the famished prophet, 1859 KinGsLEY 
Misc. (1860) I. 152, I can hear the flap and snort of the 
dogs’ nostrils. 1860 Tynpatt Glac. 11. i. 226 A gnat can 
execute many thousand flaps of its little wings in a second. 

II. Concrete uses. 

+ 3. Something broad to strike with; es. a fly- 
flapper. Ods. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 163 Flappe, instrumente to smyte 
wythe flyys. c¢1515 Cocke Loredl's B. (Percy Soc.) 2 In his 
hande he bare a flap for flyes. 1558 PHarr A/neid v. Argt. 
Livb, Y° game called Coestus (which is fighting with bagges 
or flappes of leather hanging by stringes, wherin is either 
lead or sand). 1624 Heywoop Caf/ives 1.i.in Bullen O. P27. 
IV, The butchers wyves .. stood with theire flapps in theire 
hands like fanns. 1726 Swirt Gudliver ut. ii. 19 A young 
Man with a Flap came up to my side, and flapt me gently 
on the Right Ear. 

4. ‘ Anything that hangs broad and loose, fastened 
only by one side’ (J.). 

1522 SKELTON Why not to Court 1166 With a flap afore his 
eye. 1606 Suaxs. 7%, §& Cr, v. i. 36 Thou greene Sarcenet 
flap forasoreeye, 1668 WiLkins Xeal Char. 131 The lesser 
.. having small roundish flapps on either side of the body. 
1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4058/6 A Negro Boy.. the Flap of 
one of his Ears being cut off. 1849 PARKMAN Ovegon Tr. 
(1872) 192, I put aside the leather flap that covered the low 
opening. 1891 Kiptinc Light that Jailed x, [He] gave 
him a Jetter with a black M on the envelope flap. 

b. A pendant portion of a garment, hat, or cap. 
Hence applied to the garment or hat itself (slang). 

1530 Pauscr. 220/2 Flappe of a gowne, caffe. 1890 
Greene Mourn. Garm. (1616) 11 His coat was greene... 
Turned ouer with a flappe. 1632 SHERWwoop, The flap, ‘or 
back point of a friers cowle, cabuér. 1699 Dampier Voy. 
II. 111. 64 We spread abroad the Flaps of our Coats. 1707 
Hearne Collect. 14 Sept., An armfull of y™ he took home, 
covering them with one flap of his Gown. 1713 Swirr 
I’venzy ¥. Dennis, The flap of his breeches dangled be- 
tween his legs. 1792 Map. D'Arsiay Let. to Mrs, Phillips 
Nov., An old-fashioned suit of clothes, with long flaps to 
a waistcoat [etc.]. 1875 Plain Needlework 18 The old- 
fashioned shift with flaps. 1892 C. T. Dent Mountaineering 
iv. 104 Tying the flaps of his hat over his ears. 

ce. Of a saddle ; also ¢ransf. 

1849 Murcuison Siluria v.95 A geological saddle, having 
one thin and partly metamorphosed flap only on the east 
side. 1886 Lucycl. Brit, XXI1. 142/1 The saddle .. consists 
of the tree. the seat, the skirts, and the flaps. 








286 


d. The tail of a crustacean. 

1774 Gotpso. Nat. Hist. V1. 373 The spawn..sticks to the 
barbs under the flap, or more properly the tail [of the crab]. 
1842 H. Mitcer O. &. Sandst. viii. (ed. 2) 173 The terminal 
flap of this gigantic crustacean was .. continuous. 

e. (See quot.) 
*1669 Hacke Orig. Voy. (1699) III. 62 Penguins .. have 
neither Feathers nor Wings, but only two Fins or Flaps, 
wherewith they are helped to swim. J 

5. Something broad and flat, hanging or working 
(vertically) on or as on a hinge. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus s.v. Biforis, Bifore fenestre 
+. with two flappes. 1754 A. Murpuy Gray's [un Frul. No. 
103 Pg One Table, the Flap broken. 1825 J. NicHoLson 
Operat. Mechanic 140 He makes each sail ,. to consist of 
six or eight flaps or vanes... moving upon hinges. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge iv, It [the cellar] had a great black 
wooden flap or shutter. 1859 A/usketry Instr. 71 The first 
and second class men .. should be trained to fire at 300 
and 400 yards with the flap of back-sight down. 1867 
TrotitorE Chron. Barset 1, iv. 27 There was a table..one 
flap of it was gone altogether, 

b. A valve. Tide flap: a valve used to shut 
off the tide-water from a sewer. 

1824 R. Stuart Hist. Steam Engine 151, ¢,c,¢, are the 
valves or flaps. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Flap, the leather or 
valve of a pump. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 55/2 A Col- 
lection of Sanitary Iron work, such as..tide flaps, &c. 1892 
Pall Mall G. 7 Sept. 1/3 We descend to the other side of 
the ‘flap’--the men’s term for a ‘ penstock’. 

ce. Anat. +(a) The epiglottis. Ods. (0) In 
fishes: The operculum or gill-cover; a similar 
cover for the nostril. 

e1gso H. Liroyp 7veas. Health H iv, Agaynst al grefes in 
the flap beinge in the mouth whyche couereth the wind pipe. 
1681 W. Ropertson Phraseol. Gen, (1693) 1224 The cover or 
flap of the throat, efiglossis. 1802 BincLey Aninz. Biog.(1813) 
I. 37 They fill their mouth with water, then throw it back- 
wards with so much force as to lift open the great flap, 
and force it out behind. 188z Ginruer in Lucycl. Brit. 
XII. 637 Nostrils of Raia lemprier?, with nasal flaps 
reverted. 

d. One of the floats of a paddle-wheel. 

1840 THACKERAY Catherine vi, The Ensign’s arms were 
working up and down. .like the flaps of a paddle wheel. 

6. Something broad and loose, irrespectively of 
connexion with anything else; esf. an overlying 
layer ; a broad piece of any material. 

1603 FLorio Montaigne (1634) 187 We are all framed of 
flaps and patches and of so shapelesse and diverse a con- 
texture, that [etc.]. @1634 RANpo.tpH Hey for Honesty v. 
Wks. (1875) 474 A rump ora flap of mutton were a fee For 
Jove’s own breakfast, 1764 Footer Mayor of G. 1. Wks. 
1799 I. 173 The damn’d fat flaps of shoulders of mutton. 
1843 THackEray Contrib. to ‘Punch’ Wks. 1886 XXIV, 145 
The flap of a shoulder of mutton .. I ate cold. 1848 — BA. 
Snobs i, We..had flaps of bread for plates. 1866 Dazly Ted. 
18 Jan. 5/2 Large flaps of swine’s flesh.. make their appear- 
ance at breakfast. 1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. 
114 The great flaps of cork on the cortex of Boswellia papy- 
rifera. 1889 BarrERE & LELAND Slang, Flap (thieves), sheet 
lead for roofs. 

b. A large, broad mushroom. Also FLAB. 

1743 Pickertne in PAil. Trans. XLII. 598 The thin Fila- 
ment is that to which the Edges of the Head of the Mush- 
room adhere, while it is, what is commonly called, a Button, 
and from which it separates by expanding toa Flap. 1769 
Mrs. Rarratp Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 361 Scrape large flaps 
.. and boil them in their own liquor. 1854 Zxg. Cycd. 1. 
go/t The common mushroom. .in this state. .is called a flap. 

+c. collect. Scraps. Obs.—°. 

1730-6 Baitey (folio’, “Za, moist meat for hogs. 

vA Surg. a. A portion of skin or flesh, separated 
from the underlying part, but remaining attached 
at the base. 

1807-26 S. Coorer First Lines Surg. (ed. 5) 377 Placing 
the flap of the cornea in regular contact with the part with 
which it was naturally joined. 1856 Kane Arvct. Fxfi. II. 
xii. 127 A flap let down from his forehead. 1878 1, Bryant 
Pract, Surg. I. 536 The flaps were reflected and a large 
gland enucleated. ; 

b. A piece of flesh or skin grafted upon an 
injured or defective part. 

1813 J. THomson Lect. [nflam. 225 The mode of repairing 
noses by a flap or portion of flesh taken from thearm, 1894 
Westm. Gaz, 31 Aug, 3/1 The grafting upon the injured ., 
part of flaps of skin taken. .from a neighbouring surface. 

8. pl. in Farriery. A disease in the mouth of 
horses. 

1587 L. Mascat Govt. Cattel 11. (1600) 163 Giges or flappes, 
is pimples or teates in the inside of his [a horse’s] mouth. 
1610 Marxuam JMasterfp. 1. xii. 32 Swelling in the mouth, 
a signe either of canker, flaps, or lampasse. 17.. Harriers 
Dict, (J.), When a horse has the flaps, you may perceive his 
lips swelled on both sides ofhis mouth. 1847 Youatr Horse 
viii. 206 The sublingual glands .. sometimes enlarge .. and 
are called gigs, and bladders, and flaps in the mouth, 

dial, or slang. A woman or girl of light or 
loose character. 

1631 Masse Celestina 1x, 110 Fall to your flap, my Masters, 
kisse and clip. Zdid, 112 Come hither, you foule flappes. 
1892 Northumbld, Gloss. s.v., A young giddy girl is called 
° flap, or a woman who does not settle down to her domestic 

uties. 

TIT. attrib. and Comd. 

10. General relations, as flap-basket, -door, -seat, 
-trap, -valve, -window (sense 5); flap-eared adj. 

1862 Sat. Rev. XIV. 186/2 He goes out to all Lancashire 
with his little *flap-basket, and doles out..his two ounces of 
tea. 1844 Zoologist II. 748 The *flap-door of a glass hive is 


opened. 188x Raymonp Mining Gloss., Flap-door, a man- 
hole door, 1596 SHaks. Zam, Shr. tv. i. 160 A horson 


beetle-headed *flap-ear’d knaue, 1891 Daily News 4 Feb. 





FLAP. 


3/4. Mr. Samuel asked why *flap-seats were permitted 
at Drury-lane Theatre. 1858 pak ag Builders’ Prices 
Advt., *Flap Traps .. always kept in Stock. 1867 W, W. 
Smytu Coal & Coal-mining 211 The chambers are fitted .. 
with *flap valves. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1, 876/2 Flap- 
valve, a valve which opens and shuts upon one hinged side, 
A clack-valve. 1825 Beverley Lighting Act ii. 19 Leave 
open. .the door, hatchway or *flap-window. 

11. Special comb.: flap-apple = FLAP-Jack 1b; 
flap-dock (also flap-dick, flap-a-dock), local names 
for the foxglove; flap-fracture =compound frac- 
ture; flap-hat, one having flaps or a flapping 
brim; flap-holder (see quot.); flap-leg, the leg 
that supports a flap of a table; flap-mouth, a 
mouth with broad, hanging lips (whence /laf- 
mouthed adj.); flap-operation J/ed. (see quot. 
1884); flap-sight, in a rifle, one that turns up or 
down on a hinge; flap-wing dza/., the swift. 

1750 W. Extis Country Housewife 25 Turnover, or *Flap- 
Apple, or Meat Pasties. 1846 2. Anglia Gloss. Suppl., 
*Flapdock, foxglove. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ Surg. 1. xxvi. 
165, I call this a *Flap-fracture, when the Wound of the 
broken leg goeth onely through the flesh and skin, and 
cometh forth with the one end. 1866 Browninc in Mrs, 
Orr Life (1891) 275 Great black *flap hats. 1884 Knicur 
Dict. Mech. VW. 346/1 *Flap Holder (Surgical), a delicate 
prehensile instrument for holding flaps of sutures in confined 
situations. 1882 SALA Azer. Revis. (1885) 98 A *flap-leg 
was let down; and..a table was improvised. 1631 
P. Fretrcner Sicelides ut. iv, Fijb, So, haue you done? 
Fie *flapmouth. Triton, thou beslauerest me. 1592 SHAKS. 
Ven. & Ad. 920 Another *flapmouthd mourner .. volies out 
his voyce. 1602 2nd Pt. Return fr. Parnass. ww. ii. (Arb.) 
51 Begin thou Furor, and open like a phlaphmouthd hound, 
1785 ‘I. Jones in Med. Commun. IX. 326 (title) Case of 
a *Flap Operation, united by first Intention. 1884 Syd. Soc. 
Lex.s.v. Flap operation, a method of amputation in which 
a... portion of the skin is reflected from the subjacent soft 
parts before these and the bones are divided. 1887 Riper 
Haccarp Allan Quatermain Ce) 66 One of the repeaters 
. fitted with ordinary “flap sights. 1834 H. O’Brien Round 
Towers Irel. 38 This, it may be said, is applying a steam 
engine to crush a *flapwing. 

Flap (flep), v. Also 4-6 flapp(e. [prob. of 
onomatopeeic origin; cf. clap, slap, flack, etc. Equi- 
valent words in form and sense are Du. fappen to 
strike, clap, Ger. flapper to clap, applaud.] 

+1. ¢rans. To strike with a sudden blow. Also 
with dowz, 7n sunder, In later use chiefly imply- 
ing a stroke with a blunt weapon. Ods. exc. 
dial, 

?a1400 Morte Arth, 2782 Alle pe flesche of pe flanke he 
flappes in sondyre. c1477 Caxton ¥ason 67b, A grete 
whirling or tourbillion cam sodaynly and flapped him on the 
visage. 1526 SKELTON JZagny/. 1525, I shall flappe hym as 
a fole to fall at my fete. 1843 T. Witson Pitsan’s Pay u. 
Ixxvii, Flap her doun at yence wi’ pouther. 

+b. zntr. or absol. Obs. Z 

1362 Lanct. P. P/, A. vu. 174 And flapten on with fleiles 
from morwe tileuen, 1398 TReEvisa Barth. De P. R. x11. ix. 
(x495) 419 A storke .. smytyth other flappyth with his bylle. 
c1400 Destr. Troy 7674 Tedius .. flappit at hym felly with 
a fyne swerde. c1460 7owneley Myst. (Surtees) 206 Now 
falle I the fyrst to flap on hys hyde. 

+e. To flap in the mouth (with a le): to tell 
a barefaced falsehood to. Also, to flap the Mie in 
one’s teeth. Obs. 

1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 68, I will flappe Ferardo in the 
mouth with some conceipt. 1611 Cotcr., Emiboucher d'un 
mensonge ..to.. flap in the mouth, with an (apparant) lie. 
c1645 Howe tt Lef??, (1650) III. xxiii. 37 They will flap the 
lie in Truths teeth. 1654 FuLier Coma. Ruth (1868) 162 So 
many children flap their parents in the mouth with a lie. 

2. To strike with something flexible and broad 
(e.g. a fly-flapper) ; to drive away or off; to put 
out (a light) as with a blow so given. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 11795 Ten tymes be-tyde .. pat hit fest 
was on fyre, & flappit out onone Vnto smorther & smoke. 
c1440 Promp. Parv, 164 Flappyn wythe a flappe, /abel/o. 
7553 T. Witson Rhet. (1580) 201 When many flies stode 
feedyng vpon his rawe fleshe .. he was contented .. to haue 
them flapte awaie. 1603 Hottanp Plutarch's Mor. 966 
With the rest of his taile he flapped and beat her legges. 
1677 Compl. Servayt-Maid 68 Take a clean linen cloth and 
gently flap it [the lace] over oftentimes. 1726 Swirt Gui- 
fiver wi. ii. 16 With these Bladders they now and then 
flapped the Mouths and Ears of those who stood near 
them. 1735 Pore Prol. Sat. 309 Yet let me flap this bug 
with gilded wings. 1842 Tennyson Sz. Simeon Stylites 172 
They flapp'’d my light out as I read. 1843 Le Fevre Life 
Trav. Phys. 1.1. i. 7, I was assured that two men would 
run before me to flap away the flies. 


b. Of a bird: To strike with the flat of the 
wing ; also to drive of (etc.) by flapping. | 

1585 J. B. tr. Viret’s Sch. Beastes Dj, When the female 
tarieth over long in the feeldes, they [Pygeons] flappe them 
with their winges. x60r HoLtanp Péiny I. 271 Flapping 
the water with their wings. re R. L’Estrance Fables 
ecclxxviii, The Eagle Flapt off the former [the Beetle], and 
Devoured the other [the Hare]. 1813 Buspy Lucretius iv. 
847 The cock.. flaps away the darkness with his wings. 1819 
Wirren A ontan Hours(1820)76 Night's shrieking bird Flaps 
the friezed window with her wing. 1827 TENNANT Pafistry 
Storn'd 62 They [doves] forc’d and flappit to the yird That 
spulyier and fae, 

ec. fig. To call the attention of, as if with a flap; 
to prompt, remind. Cf. quot. 1726 in 2 and Fuap- 
PER I. 

1790 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 20 May, ‘ He wants nothin 
--but a flapper’. ‘Yes, and he takes flapping inimitably’. 
1888 Contemp. Rev. LILI. 13 They .. despatched an agent 
to London to ‘flap’ the Colonial Office. 


FLAP. 


d. zxfr, To make a flap or stroke. Also with 
down. | To flap at (something) with a fox's tail: 
said fig. of &lenient or pretended reproof. 

1581 LAMBARDEA// vex. IV. xvi. (1588) 582 This is but .. to 
strike or flap at a fault with a Foxe taile, and none other. 
¢ 1839 Lanpor Jmag. Conv. Wks. (1846) II. 1c8, I flap down 
with the border of my glove, and brush away .. these gos- 
samer pretensions. 

+3. a. trans. Toclap (the hands). b. zztr. To 
clap, applaud. Also quasi-¢rans. To clap (ap- 
plause) ; to signify by clapping. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Prov. xvii. 18 A fool man shal for io3e flappe 
with hondis. — Yer, v. 31 Prestus flappeden for io3e 
their hondes. 1583 Sranyuurst Aeneis 1. (Arb.) 42 Thee 
Moors hands clapping, the ‘Troians, Adazdite, flapped. 

4. a. trans. To toss with a smart movement ; 
to throw dow suddenly ; to fold ¢ogether roughly. 
Also, to toss (a pancake). Ods. exc. dal. 

¢1320 Sexnyn Sag. (W.) 766 The greihond. .hente the adder 
in strong ger, And flapped here al aboute his er. 1644 R. 
Cutmer Cathedrall Newes Canterbury 5 The maid .. went 
to bed, leaving the Ruffe flapt together as her mistris had 
stampt it. 1847 HaLLiwe Lt, //af a froize, to turn it in the 
pan without touching it. 1877 V. W. Linc. Gloss., ‘He 
flapped th’ newspaper doon upo’ th’ floor.’ 

b. zztr. To fall or throw oneself down suddenly ; 


to flop. collog. 

1660 Fisner Rusticks Alarnt Wks. (1679) 448 He .. flaps 
suddainly down into a piece of Cow-dung. 1753 Foote 
Eng. in Paris 1. Wks. 1799 1. 36 Souse she flapp’d on her 
back, 1834 S. R. Marttanp Voluntary Syst, (1837) 89 They 
.. flap down on their knees before the Bishop. 1865 Car- 
LYLE Fredk, Gt. VIII. xvi, xiii. 50 Soldiers flap-down to 
drink it from the puddles. 

5. zmtr. Of anything attached at one extremity or 
loosely fastened : To swing or sway about loosely ; 
to flutter or oscillate as when moved by the wind. 
Often with the additional notion of making a noise 
by striking against something, or by the reciprocal 
concussion of the parts. 

1529 SKELTON Elynour Rummyng 136 Naked pappes, That 
flyppes and flappes. c¢16z20 Z. Boyp Zion's Flowers (1855) 9 
Vile let the Main Saile flap against the yard. 1635 QuARLES 
Embl. 11. xi, My Canvace torn, it flaps from side to side. 
1644 Dicsy Nat, Bodies (1645) 370 This Diaphragma . 
flappeth upon all occasions, as a drum head would do, 
if it were slack and moyst. 1796 SoutHEy Ball. § Metr. 
T., Rudiger Poems VI, 21 The long streamer fluttering fast, 
Flapp’d to the heavy gale. 1805 Worpsw. Waggoner Concl. 
50 When windows flap, 1815 J. W. Croker in Croker 
Papers (1884) July, We are now lying at sea with our sails 
flapping. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge lv, The cheery deep- 

curtains flapped and fluttered idly in the wind. 1876 

E. Jenkins Blot Queen's Head 7 Proud of their sign-board 

wherever it flapped and shone. 1877 Holderness Gloss., 

Flap, to close or shut with violence. ‘Shut deear or it'll 
flap teea, ther’s sike a wind.’ 

b. trans. (causal) To cause to flap; to move 

(any surface) percussively. Also, to shut (a door) 


to sharply. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesauruss.v Plango, Windesflap togither 
wide garments in the aire. 1727 Swirt Murther Acc. Ey 
Curll, His books .. flapping their covers at him. x80, 
Sourney Thalaba u1. ix, I hear the wind, that flaps The 
curtain of the tent, 180x Lusignan II. 164, I.. flapped my 
door to, and locked it. 

6. a. zutr. Of a hat: To have the flap or flaps 
swaying up and down or drooping. E 

1679 Trials of White, & Other Fesuits 82 He had an old 
black Hat on that flapp’d. 1712-3 Guardian No, 11 P9 
He was so ill that his hat began to flap. 

b. trans. To pull down the flaps of (a hat). 

175 Smottetr Per. Pic. (1779) III. Ixxviii. 41 They had 
flapped their hats over their eyes. 1758 JoHnson /aler No. 
49 P3 Jt began to rain .. he flapped his hat. 1840 Dickens 
Barn. Rudge i, Wearing a hat flapped over his face. 

7. trans. To move up and down, beat (the wings). 

1567 GotpiInc Ovid's Metamt. v1. 116 But that she clad in 
feathers white hir lazie wings must flap. 1703 Dampier 
Voy. Il. 115 They flew flapping their Wings like Lap- 
wings. 1740 SoMERVILLE Hoddinol u. 190 The luxurious 
Wasp .. in the viscous Nectar plung’d, His filmy Pennons 
struggling flaps in vain. 1874 Woop Nat. Hist. 287 The 
Swift does not flap its wings so often as the Swallow. 

b. absol. and intr. To beat the wings; to make 
movements like the beating of wings. Also of 
wings: To move up and down, beat. 

1697 Drypen Aineid Ded. div, The Dira.. flapping on the 
shield of Turnus. a1704 R. L’ EstRANGE (J.), ‘Tis common 
for a duck to run flapping and fluttering away. 1821 CLARE 
Vill. Minstr. 1. 87 ‘Yhey [leaves] flap and whistle down. 
1823 Byron /sland tv. xiil, While o'er them flapp'd the sea- 
birds’ dewy wing. 184z Hoop 7rtles vii, Five splendid 
Turtles .. Were flapping all alive. 1865 TyLor Zarly Hist. 
Max, ii. 2t Flap with the arms. 1874 T. Harpy Madding 
Crowd II, vii. 8x A light flapped over the scene, as if re- 
flected from phosphorescent wings. 

8. zntr. (with advb. extension). a. Of a bird: 
To make way by flapping the wings. b. Ofa ship: 
To make way with the sails flapping. (Cf. 5.) 

1775 Crayton in Phil. Trans. LUXVI. 104 They .. only 
swim and flap along on the water at an extraordinary rate. 
1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. ix. (1856) 63 We pursued our way, 
flapping lazily alongside of the ‘pack’. 1870 Kincstxy in 
Gd. Words 1 June 38/1 A slate-blue heron ,, flapped fifty 
yards up the creek. 

9. +a. trans. Zo flap open: to throw open like 
a flap: see Fuar sé. 5. b. zutr. To move like a 
flap. 

1669 W. Simpson //ydrol. Chym., 97 Gas.. getting passage 
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.. flaps open the Gsophagus. 1834°5 Tonp Cycl. Anat. 1. 
658/x The valves flap together and close that opening. 

10. slang. (See quots.) 

1885 Daily Tel. 18 Aug. 3/1 £70 .. obtained by flapping 
ajay. 1889 Barrtre & LeLtanp Slang, Klap the dimmock, 
to pay. Jbid., laf, to rob, to swindle; ‘to flap a jay’, to 
swindle a greenhorn. 

+11. The verb stem used adverbially: With a 
flap or clap. Obs.—* Cf. FLop. 

1716 Cipper Love makes Maz. i, About eight a Clock .. 
flap! They all sous’d upon their Knees. 

Flapdoodle (fleepd#-d’1), sb. collog. [An arbi- 
trary formation; cf. FADOODLE.] 


1. (See quot. 1833.) 

1833 Marryat P. Simple (1863) 210 ‘The gentleman has 
eaten no small quantity of flapdoodle in his lifetime.’ 
‘What's that, O’Brien?’ replied I...‘ Why, Peter,’ rejoined 
he, ‘it’s the stuff they feed fools on.’ 1863 KincsLry 
Water-bab. vi. (1878) 266 Where flapdoodle grows wild. 

2. a. Nonsense; ‘bosh’; humbug. Also as 
interj7. wb. A trifling thing, a gewgaw. 

1878 Besant & Rice Celia’s Ard, II. iit. 43 A bit of lace 
now, or any other fal-lal and flap-doodle. /d/d., III. vii. 
tor ‘Fudge and flapdoodle!’ 1884 Mark Twain Huck, 
Finn xxv, A speech, all full of tears and flapdoodle. 

attrib. 89x B. Harte First Family Tasajara Xi. vii, 
Reading flapdoodle stories and sich. 

Hence Flap-doo‘dle v. zz¢r., to talk nonsense; 
to maunder. Flap-doo-dler [-ER!] (see quot.). 

1889 Barrire & Leann Slang, Flapdoodlers (journalistic), 
charlatan namby-pamby political speakers. 1893 Westv. 
Gaz. 11 July 2/1 He flapdoodled round the subject in the 
usual Archiepiscopal way. 

+Flap-dragon (fle pdre:gn), sb. Obs. [f. 
Fuap v. + DRAGON, 

The original sense may have been identical with a dialectal 
sense of suafdragon, viz. a figure of a dragon’s head with 
snapping jaws, carried about by the mummers at Christ- 
mas} but of this there is no trace in our quots.] 

1, a. ‘A play in which they catch raisins out of 
burning brandy and, extinguishing them by closing 
the mouth, eat them’ (J.); =SNAP-DRAGON. Db, 
A dish of the material used in the game. 

1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. iii, From stabbing of 
armes, Flap-dragons .. and all such swaggering Humors. 
1604 Dekker Honest Wh, xiii. Wks. 1873 II. 83 Give me 
that flap-dragon. Ile not give thee a spoonefull. 1622 
FLetcuer Beggar's Bush vy. ii, Ve go afore and have the 
bon-fire made, My fire-works, and flap-dragons, and good 
back-rack. 

ce. A raisin or other thing thus caught and eaten. 

1888 Suaxs. LZ. LZ. LZ. v. i. 45 Thou art easier swallowed 
then a flapdragon. 1599 Massincer, etc. Old Law 11. ii, 
I'dhad..my two butter-teeth Thrust down my throat instead 
of a flap-dragon. 1791-1823 D’IsrarLi Cur. Lit. (1866) 287 
Such were flap-dragons, which were small combustible bodies 
fired at one end and floated in a glass of liquor, which an 
experienced toper swallowed unharmed, while still blazing. 

d. As a type of something valueless. 

1700 Concreve Way of World u1. xv, A flap-dragon for 
your service, Sir ! 

2. A contemptuous name for a German or 


Dutchman. Also attrzb. 

1622 Frercuer Beggar's Bush ww. i, You shall not sink for 
ne’er a sous’d flap-dragon, For ne’er a pickled pilcher of 
’em all, sir. 1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks, 11. 264/2 As 
bumsie as a fox’d flapdragon German. 1644 Nest Pevji- 
dious Vipers, etc.in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) V. 437 The Com- 
mons of England will remember thee, thou flap-dragon, 
thou butter-box. 

3. slang. (See quots.) 

axjoo B. E. Dict, Cant. Crew, Flap-dragon, a Clap or 
Pox. 1785 in Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue. 

Hence Flapdragon v. (once-wd.) trans., to 


swallow as one would a flap-dragon. 

161 Suaxs. Wint. T. 111. iii. 100 To see how the Sea flap- 
dragon’d it {the Ship]. 4 

Flapjack ( flepdgek). Now dial. or U.S, 
[f. Fuap v. (sense 4 a) + JACK.] 

1. a. A flatcake,a pan-cake. b. An apple turn- 
over or flat tart, an ‘apple-jack’. 

cx1600 Day Begg, Bednall Gr. v. (1881) 114 My Mother .. 
could have taught thee how to a made butters and flap- 
jacks. 1620 Taytor (Water-P.) ¥ack-a-Lent B ij, A Flap- 
iack, which in our translation is call’d a Pancake. 1641 
Brome Yoviall Crew u. Wks, 1873 III. 376 Flapiacks, and 
Pan-puddings. 1825 J. Neat Bro. Fouathan I, 272 Like 
a flap-jack ina fryin’ pan, 1842 HawrHorne Amer. Note- 
bks. (1883) 303 We had a splendid breakfast of flapjacks, 
or slapjacks, and whortleberries. 

Comb, 1872 C. Kine Mountain. Sierra Nev, vii. 135 Long- 
hurst came upon the boards as a flapjack-frier. 

2. a, A kind of hydraulic machine (see quot. 
1842). b. dal, The lapwing. 

1842 Tay.or in Proc. Just. Civ. Eng. II. 102 For low falls 
[of water] there were many machines .. for instance .. the 
old ‘flap-jack’, with a reservoir of water at one end of a 
beam anda pumpat theother, 1847 HaLtiwett, /lap-yjack, 
the lapwing. S7folk. 


Flapped (flept), AA. a. 


[f. Fiap sd. +-ED 2.] 


1. Of the cheek or ear: Formed like a flap; 


pendulous. 

1661 K. W. Conf. Charac., Informer (1860) 47 Why his 
reverend ears would serve very well for two leathern patches, 
to sow to each side his flapt jaws. 1840 Dickens Odd C. 
Shop x\viii, The dwarf put his hand to his great flapped ear. 

2. Of a hat or garment: Having a flap or flaps. 

1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) V. viii. 90, I turned up 
my flapt slouched hat. 1780 J. ApAMs Déavy x Jan. Wks. 
1851 III. 246 A little hat covered with oil cloth, flapped 
before. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacr. § Leg. Art (1850) 141 
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The scallop-shell .. on his flapped hat. 1860 HawTHORNE 
Fr. & It. Frnts. 11. 303 Square-skirted coat, flapped waist- 
coat, and all the queer costume of the period. 

Flapper (fle:po1), sd. [f FLap v. + ER1] 
One who or that which flaps, in senses of the vb. 

1. One who flaps or strikes another. Hence 
(after Swift): A person who arouses the attention 
or jogs the memory; a remembrancer. Also, of 
a thing: A reminder. 

1726 Swirt Gulliver 1. ii. 17 [The absent-minded philo- 
sophers of Laputa] always keep a /laffer..in their Family 
--And the Business of this Officer is..gently to strike with 
his Bladder the Mouth of him who is to speak, and the Right 
Ear of him..to whom the Speaker addresseth himself. 1747 
Cuesterr. Le/t. xcix. (1774) I. 291, I write to you..by way 
of flapper, to put youin mind of yourself. 1852 Blackw. 
Mag. UXXI1. 85 There is some advantage in having a flapper 
to remind us of our faults. 

2. Something flat to strike with; a fly-flap. 

1570 Levins Jfanip. 72/2 A flapper, flabellum, 1783 
Wo corr (P. Pindar) Ode R. Academicians ii. Wks. 1812 
I. 55 For flies most charming flappers. 1884 Pal/ Mali G. 
15 Aug. 4/2 The captain sat .. with a flapper specially made 
for the slaughter of the vermin at his right hand. 

Jig. 1612 tr. Benvenuto’s Passenger i. v. 35 An effectuall 
flapper to driue away the Flies of all worldly vanities. 

b. Something broad and flat used for making 
a noise by striking. 

1825 Scott Zadism. xi, They .. clanged their flappers in 
emulation of each other. 1888 Extwortuy IV”. Somerset 
Word-bk., Flappers, clappers for frightening birds. The 
loose parts are generally called the flappers. 1889 Cext. 
Dict.,Flapper..5.pl.,very long shoes worn by negro minstrels. 

3. A young wild duck or partridge. 

1773 G. WuITE Selborne xxxix. 99, I saw young teals taken 
alive... along with flappers, or young wild-ducks. 1809 
Mar. Epcewortu Zales Fashion. Life, Manenvring xiv, 
Lightbody happened to be gone out to shoot flappers. 
az825 in Forsy Voc. E. Anglia. 1888 Berksh. Gloss., 
Vlapper, a young partridge just able to fly. 

4. Something hanging flat and loose; sfec. the 
striking part of a flail, a swingle. 

1854 LoweLt ¥rn2. Italy Prose Wks. 1890 I. 194 He lifts 
the heavy leathern flapper over the door. 1862 ‘i HORNBURY 
Turner I. 5 Her hair is.. surmounted by a cap with 
large flappers. 1893 Bartnc-GouLp Cheap Yack Z. 1. 37 
Runhanm, flourishing his flail over his head, and throwing 
out the flapper in the direction of Drownlands. 

b. A broad fin or flipper ; the tail ofa crustacean. 

1836 Marryat AZidsh. Easy xxiv, With hands as broad as 
the flappers ofaturtle. 1876 Miss Buckiey Short Hist. Nat, 
Sc. xl. 421 The hand of a man, and the flapper of a porpoise. 
1880 HuxLey Crayfish i. 20 These two plates on each side, 
with the telson in the middle, constitute the flapper of the 
crayfish. 

ce. slang. The hand. (Cf. flipper). 

[2768-74 Lucker Lt. Nat. (1852) I. 441 He thrust out a 
couple of broad arms, or rather flappers.] 1833 Marryat P. 
Simple (1863) 201 ‘ My dear Mr. Simple, extend your flapper 
to me’. 1868 Lessons Mid. Age 19 ‘Come, Frank, and 
extend the flapper of friendship’. 

d. (See quot.) 

1856 WuyTe Metvitte Kate Cov. xviii, Two well-mounted 
officials, termed. .‘flappers’ by disrespectful sportsmen ;_ but 
whose duty, it appears, is to keep the chase in view till it 
either beats them off for pace, or leaves them ‘planted’ at 
some Jarge awkward impediment. 

5. Something hanging or working by or as by a 
hinge. In f/, =CLAPNET. 

1796 J. OWEN Trav. Enrope I. 265 The stcanger came up, 
claimed the flappers, and told us, they were ‘ pour attraper 
les papillons’. 1839-47 Topp Cyc/. Anat. III. 958/1 The 
opercular bones, forming flappers which open and shut the 
openings of the branchia. 1883 Grestey Gloss. Coal Mining 
110 The flappers or doors .. fall to or close of themselves. 

6. attrib.and Comb. as flapper-shooting (sense 3) ; 
also flapper-bag (see quot.); flapper-dock, (a) 
= flap-dock ; (0) (see quots.); flapper-skate (see 
quot.). 

1871 NV. § Q. Ser. iv. VIII. 143/1 */lapper-bags, burdocks, 
or what is better known in Scotland asdocken, 1886 Britten 
& Horranp Plant-n. Suppl., *Flapper Dock, the large 
leaves of the Colt’s foot. Probably Petasites vulgaris. 
1865 Standard 43 July 5 Mr. Clutterbuck .. proceeded .. 
up the Brousa for the purpose of *flapper shooting. 1839 
Varrewr Brit. Fishes 11. Suppl. 66 Raia intermedia, *Flap- 
per Skate. 1886 Ginruer in Encycl. Brit. XX. 299/2 The 
Flapper Skate (2. macrorhynchus. 

Hence Flapper v. z¢7., to moye like a flapper, 
i.e. with a loose flapping motion. 

1835 Hoce in Fraser's Mag. XI. 359 The two serpents 
came flappering on. 1862 J. I’. Camppete Zales W. High- 
lands 1V.140 The three great flappering sails. 1869 Lonsdale 
Gloss., Flapper, to quiver, flutter. 

+ Flappet (fle-pét). Olds. In 7 flapet, 8 flap- 
pit. [f. FLap sd.+-E7.] A little flap (FLAP sd. 
4b, and 5); also in Z/, finery, fallals. 

1575 LANEHAM Lef. (1871) 24 Yet durst he. .wype hiz face, 
with the flapet of his fatherz iacket. x6rx Braum, & FL. 
Kut. Burn. Pestle i. iti, What brave spirit could be content 
to sit in his shop with a flapet of Wood, and a blew Apron 
before him. 1728 Vansr. & Cis, Prov. Husé. 1. i, They sell 
ribbons: and flappits, and other sort of geer for gentle- 
women, ; 

Flapping (fle"piy),v07. 5d. [f. Fuar v. + -Ine1,] 

+1. The action of knocking or beating; also - 
attrib. Obs. 

1629 Gaute Pract. Th. 335 He's made their flapping, 
flouting, spawling Sport. a 1693 Urquuart Xadve/ais ut. xl, 
331 The banging and flapping of him. 

2. The action of moving (wings) up and down. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R, xu. xiii. (1495) 422 By cone 
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tynual flappynge of wynges the gnatte makyth noyse in the 
ayre. 1824 Lams Eda Ser. u. Blakesmoor in H——shire, 
The hum and flappings of that one solitary wasp. 1843 
Lever ¥. Hinton xxxiv, The heavy flapping of strong wing 
would point the course of a heron. 

3. The action of swaying or working to and fro 


something broad and loose. 

1631 J. Taytor (Water P.) Turn. Fort, Wheel (1848) 13 
They hold your blessinge in no more avayle Then is the 
flapping of a fox his taile! 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. 
Kingd. (ed. 4) 603 By vigorous flappings of this extensive 
organ, the animal [the poulpe] actively impels itself through 
the water in a backward direction. 

Flapping, #//.a. [+-1Ne*.] That flaps. 

1592 WyrLey Arworie 144 The flapping brace strikes off 
his setled hood. 1706 Lond. Gaz. No. 4236/4 A dark brown 
Mare..with flapping Ears. 1711 Gay 777v#a1. 128 Beneath 
his flapping Hat secures his Hair. 1859 Gro. Exior A. 
Bede 414 VYotty trotted off in her flapping bonnet. 1864 
Miss Brappon 7. Dunbar I. xvi. 285 She took the great 
flapping ears of the animal in her two hands. 

+ Flappish (fle'pif), 2. Ods.—! [f. Fuap vz. 
+ -ISH al Inclined to swing or toss loosely about. 

1665 Howarp Committee 1v. 119 You are so flappish, you 
throw um [your keys] up and Down at your tail. 

Flappy (fle'pi), a. [f Fuap v.+-y!.] 

+ Ly =FDABBY @. I; Obs. 

1598 Forio, /wzfassire..to grow flappy, withered, or 
wrimpled [1612 to grow flappie and wrimpled]. 

2. dial. (See quots.) 

1846 Brocketr V.C. Words (ed. 3) Flappy, wild, irregular, 
unsteady. ‘An old flappy body’. 1892 Northumtbld. Gloss., 
Flappy, uneven, unsteady. ‘The carpet’s lyin’ aall flappy’. 

+ Fla‘p-sauce. Os. [f. Fuap v. + Sauce sd.] 
A glutton. 

1540 Patscr. Acolastus m1. i. Niv b, Nowe hathe this 
glutton .i. this flappe sawce (the thyng) that he may plentu- 
ously swallowe downe hole. : Sov 

+ Flapse (flaps). Obs. [Cf. Ger. flaps of similar 
meaning.] An impudent fellow. 

@1652 Brome New Acad. iv. ii, You are a Flapse to terme 
my sonne so. 

Flare (flée1), 5.1 Also (in sense 4) 9 flair. [f. 
Fare v, Not in Johnson or Todd. ] 

1. The action or quality of flaring, or giving forth 
a dazzling and unsteady light; dazzling but ir- 
regular light, like that of torches; a sudden out- 
burst of flame. Also fg. Obtrusive display, osten- 
tation. 

1814 Scott Ld, of Jsies 1. xxviii, Lighted by the torches’ 
flare. 1837 CARLYLE #7, Rev. (1857) I. 1. 11. vill, 80 Gardes 
Suisses: marching..in the flare of torchlight. 1848 
THackeray Van. Fairxix, We should all come home after 
the flare, and the noise, and the gayety. 1888 Pall Mall 
G. 6 Sept. 8/2 Flares of dazzling crimson and purple shot 
up from the mouth of the crater. 1888 Scz. Amer. N.S. 
LVIII. 21 Too modest for business push and flare. 

2. a. Maut. = FLARE-uP 3. b. A combustible 
made to be burnt as a night-signal at sea, and 
formerly as a railway fog-signal. 

1883 W. C. Russett Sailor’s Lang. 52 Flare, a light made 
by firing a tar-barrel, etc. 1883 /7zsheries Exhib. Catal. 41 
Boat Launching Flare. 1885 Law Times Rep. LILI. 60/1 
The I,C.U... burnt flares over her quarter. 1887 Pal 
Mall G. 10 Jan., ‘Flares’ were burned for the purpose of 
warning the drivers of trains. 1889 W. Rye Cromer 10 
‘Flares’ are burned sometimes to warn mariners on bad 


nights, , 

3. Photogr. See quot. 1868. Also, a similar ap- 
pearance in the object-glass of a telescope. 

1868 Lea Photogr. 88 Flare or ghost in the camera is an 
indistinct image of the diaphragm. 1878 Lockyer Star- 
gazing u. xi. 140 A ‘flare’ appearing, shows a want of a 
slight alteration of the setting screw, on the same side of 
the object-glass as the ‘flare’ or elongation appears. 

4, Ship-build. Gradual swell or bulging outwards 
and upwards. Cf. FLARE 7. 4. 

1833 T. Ricuarpson Merc. Marine Archit. 1 To give them 
more flair in the stem-head. 1882 Payne-GaLLwey Fow/er 
zu Irel. 25 ‘The sides are nearly upright with little flare. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as flare-light; also flare- 
lamp, a lamp with an unprotected flame; flare- 
spot (=sense 3); flare-tin, a tin vessel in which 
powder or other combustible material is burnt as 
a signal at sea. 

1891 R. Kipiinc City Dreadf. Nt. 83 We don’t know what 
fire-damp is here. We can use the *flare-lamps. 1894 
Westm. Gaz. 1 Dec. 6/3 A *flare light was observed from 
the barque. 1893. Asney Photogr. xxxi. (ed. 8) 219 *‘ Flare 
spot.’ 1884 W.C. Russet. Zack's Courtsh. 111. xiii, There 
was a *flare-tin aboard, and from time to time we burnt 
this over the rail, , 

Flare (flée1), sd.2 dia? [Of unknown origin; 
cf. the synonymous FLEED.] The ‘leaf’ or fat 
about the kidneys of a pig. Also attrib. 

1847 HatiiweLL, Flare, fat round a pig’s kidney. x85r 
Mayuew Lond. Labour I. 199 Flare-cakes .. are round 
cakes, made of flour and ‘ unrendered’ (unmelted) lard, and 
stuck over freely with currants. 1881 Ox/ordsh. Gloss. 
Suppl., #leewrn, the leaf of a pig (Holton), Zeer (Yarnton.) 
1888 Lond. Tradesm. Advt. This Lard .. is made from the 
best Pork Flare only. 

Flare, sb.3: var. of Fuatr 2, the skate. 

Flare (flé1),v. Also 6 fleare; 7 flaire, 7-9 
flair. [Of unknown etymology; the mod.Norw. 
jlara ‘to blaze, to flaunt in gaudy attire’ (Ivar 
Aasen) has been compared; but sense 5, with which 
this agrees, is app. a somewhat late development.] 
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l. trans. +a. To spread out (hair); to display 
in an expanded form. Also with ozt. Obs. 

cx5s0 Robin Conscience 289 in Hazl. EF. P. P. III. 244 
To dye and to fleare your haire so abroad .. you doo it 
shamfully use, 1553 Brecon ¥ewel Foy J vjb, It is inough 
for chast and pure maydes to weare .. simple apparell .. 
wythout the flaringe out and coleryng of theyr heare. 

b. To spread out to view, display; occas. with 
mixture of sense 5. Hence, To wave to and fro 
(or round). To flare a handkerchief (slang): to 
whisk it out of a person’s pocket. 

a1774 Gotpsm. Surv. Exper. Philos. (1776) 11. 182 In 
seeing a flaming torch, if fared round in a circle, it appears 
as a ring of fire. 1838 Por A. G. Pym Wks. 1864 1V. 116 
We. .began instantly to make every signal in our power, by 
flaring the shirts in the air. 1851 MayHew Lond. Labour I. 
411/t Just after that I flared it (whisked the handkerchief 
out) 1862 Burton Bk. Huster (1863) 292 Those who flare 
their qualities before the world. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch 
§ Clockm. 96 Hardening the drill by flaring it in the air. 

+2. intr. Of hair, etc.: To spread out conspicu- 
ously, to stream or wave in the wind. Ods. 

1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 667 This Lady .. shew- 
ing her mourning Apparell, and hair of her head flaring 
about her eyes. 1598 SHaks, AZerry W, wW. vi. 42 Ribonds- 
pendant, flaring ’bout her head. 1602 Marston Axfonio’s 
#ev. i. ii, Let flare my loosed hair. 1676 Hosses //iad 
(1677) 336 His plume by Vulcan made of golden hair .. 
ore his shoulders terribly did flare. 1837 Coorer Recol/. 
Europe U1. 131 Her cap flared in the wind. 

+3. To display oneself conspicuously. Ods. 

1633 T. Apams Za. 2 Peter i. 6 The daughters of Moab 
and Midian. .light housewives, dancing, frisking, and flaring. 
1709 Prior Hans Carvel go The Truth is this I cannot stay 
Flaring in Sun-shine all the Day. 

4. a. intr. Of the sides of a vessel: To swell 
or bulge out gradually upwards; also, fo flare 
over. 

1644 Sea-man’s Dict. 40 When a ship is a little howled in 
neere the water, and above that the work doth hang over 
againe .. they say, that the worke doth Flaire over. 1836 
W. Irvine As/oria (1849) 86 Their gunwales flare outwards. 
1883 Harper's Mag. July 934/2 It will be best to have the 
sides of our oblong diving-bell flare a little. 

b. trans. ‘To cause to spread gradually out- 
wards. 

1857 CoLqguHouNn Compl. Oarsman's Guide 1 A skiff..can 
be more conveniently flared, which gives buoyancy. 1858 
Maury Phys. Geog. Sea ii. § 61 ‘These pipes are then flared 
out so as to present a large cooling surface. 1888 Woop- 
GATE Boating 143 The gunwale was .. flared out wide at 
these points. 

5. intr. Of a candle, lamp, etc.: To burn with 
a spreading, unsteady flame, as when blown by the 
wind ; to shine as such a flame does; to glow with 
or as with flame. Also with about, away, out, and 
quasi-¢vans. with cognate 0/7. To flare into: to 
pass with a flare into. 

1632, 1633, 1661 [see FLarinc Af/, a.] a@1700 B. E. Dict. 
Cant. Crew, Flare, to Shine or glare like a Comet or Beacon. 
1727 BaiLey vol. II, #Zarving,wasting or consuming wastfully ; 
asaCandle. 1794 Mrs, Rapcurre Myst. Udolphoxxvi, The 
wind made the torch flare. 1801 SourHEy 7halaba xu. 
xviii, The unpruned taper flares a longer flame. 1819 SHEL- 
LEY Medusa 32 The midnight sky Flares. 1859 TENNYSON 
Lancelot § Elaine 1020 Lo! the blood-red light of dawn 
Flared on her face. 1874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 4. 72 
Town and hamlet flaring into ashes. .1879 BrrrBoHM 
Patagonia viii. 132 The fire. .flared away without emitting 
any warmth. 

transf. and fig. 1837 J. H. Newman Par. Serm. (1839) 
I. xi. 165 Before the flame of religion in the heart is purified 

. it will flare about. 1868 Mirman Sz. Paul's 305 The 
Queen’s Protestant zeal flared out against these idolatrous 
images. 1871 R. Ertis Catzdlus xviii. 141 Juno’s self... 
Crushes her eager rage, in wedlock-injury flaring. 1876 
GREEN Stray Stud. 3 A gilded vane flares out above the 
grey Jacobean gables. 

b. nonce-use (with 07). To go emitting flames. 

1820 Keats //yferion 1. 217 His flaming robes streamed 
out..On he flared, From stately nave to nave. 

c. trans. Tolight upwithaflare, Also (causative) 
To cause (a candle) to burn with a flare. Zo flare 
out: to send forth by means of a flaring flame. 

1745 Mrs. Haywoop Wemadle Spect. (1748) I11. 309 For fear 
of flaring or putting out his beloved lights. 18533 KaNnr 
Grinnell Exp. xxviii. (1856) 238 The south-western horizon 
is flared with red streaks, 1861 Dickens Gt. Expect. liii, 
He flared the candle at me again, smoking my face and 
hair. 1874 Green Short Hist. vii. § 6. 409 The English 
beacons flared out their alarm along the coast. 

6. Zo flare up: a. to burst into a sudden and 
temporary blaze; also fig. Hence of persons: 
b. to break out into sudden anger; c. to have a 
‘jollification’, make merry boisterously. 

a. 1846 THackeray Cr7t. Rev, Wks. 1886, XXIII. 99 Is 
aman .. to despond because he can’t in his person flare up 
like the sun? 1867 Smites Huguenots Eng. 428 They [per- 
secutions] flared up again..with increased fury. 1886 Sir 
F. H. Doyte Remzn. 388 The grass suddenly flared up. 

b. . 1840 Mrs. Carty.e Lett, 5 Oct. (1883) I. 119 It is just 
because I love you..that I flare up when [etc.]. 1870 Mrs. 
Ripvetr Austin Friars iv, You flare up like a bull at sight 
of a red cloak. 

c. 1869 C. Keene Let. in G. S. Layard Z2/e vi. (1892) 
138 We flared up again last night, and hailed the New Year 
with the usual ceremonies. 

Flare-out, [Sce next and FLarg v.] = FLARE- 
UP 2 b, 

1879 M'Cartuy Donna Quixote xvii, Paulina had a hard 
struggle many a time to keep down her temper, and not to 
have what she would have called a flare-out. 











FLASH, 


Flare-up (fléerjp). [f. verbal phrase fave wf : 
see FLARE v. ‘The stress is variable (cf. BREAK- 
powNn), but most commonly falls on the first syll.] 

1. A sudden breaking out into flame. 

1859 M. Napier Life Dundee I. 1. 351 The star of Lauder- 
dale .. well nigh consumed the patriot Duke [Hamilton] 
with the fierceness of its flare-up. 1864 Realm 13 Apr. 2 The 
percussion and flare up of lucifer-matches. , 

2. fig. (not in dignified use): a. A brilliant but 
temporary access (of popularity, etc.). b. A vehe- 
ment outbreak of anger ; a violent commotion. ec, 
An uproarious merrymaking, a ‘ spree’. 

a. 1866 Mrs. Cartyte Lett, III. 327 That flare-up of 
popularity in Edinburgh. 

b. 1837-40 Havisurton Clockmz. (1862) 239 Some of our 
young citizens..got into a flare-up with a party of boatmen 
..a desperate row it was too. 1839 Sir C. Naprer in Bruce 
Life iv. (1885) 133 The men would have been destroyed or 
defeated, and a pretty flare-up would have run like wildfire 
to Carlisle. 1845 W. Irvine Lie §& Lett. (1866) III. 381 
The President's Message..has not been of a tone to create 
any flare-up in England. 1884 Manch, Exam. 7 May 5/3 
When the Council .. shows a determination to have a de- 
cisive voice .. there is a flare up. 

c. 1844 ALB. Smitu Adv. Mr. Ledbury vii. (1886) 2t We 
ought to have a flare-up in our rooms. 1851 MayHEew Loud. 
Labour I, 160 Some have been having a flare-up, 

3. JVaut. A night-signal made by buming some 
highly inflammable material. Also flare-up light. 

1858 Adm. Reg. in Merc. Marine Mag. V. 103 Pilot- 
vessels .. are to exhibit a Flare-up Light every 15 minutes, 
1880 C. B. Berry Other Side 11 At night she [a pilot boat] 
burns a ‘flare up’ whenever she sights a ship’s light. 188: 
Daily News 25 June 5/6 Rockets were at once sent up an 
blue lights and flare-ups burned. 

Flaring (flé*rin), 7d/. sd. [f. Fuare v. + -1na1.] 
concr. in pl. Gaudy or showy trimmings. rare. 

1881 BLackmorE Christowedl xii, Two girls .. with their 
Sunday stripes and flarings on. 

Flaring (flérin), Ap/. a. [f. as prec. + -1NG 2.] 

+1. Of the hair, etc.: Spreading out or waving 
conspicuously, flaunting. Of a mirror: Giving a 
bulging or enlarged outline ; exaggerating. Ods. 

1593 NasHeE Christ's Teares, Wks. (Grosart) IV. 211 Thy 
flaring frounzed Periwigs. 1618 Botron Florus (1636) 33 
Marching forward ., with .. flaring head-tyres speckled like 
skins of serpents. 1635 QuarLes £770/. 11. vi. \1718) 85 This 
flaring mirrour represents No right proportion, view, or 
feature. 1641 Mitton CA. Govt. 1. (1851) 23 In a flaring 
tire [they] bespeckl’d her with all the gaudy allurements of 
a Whore. p 

2. Over-conspicuous, glaring, showy, gaudy; 
extravagant, irregular. Now used as ¢ransf. 


from 4. 

1610 G, FLetcuer Christ’s Vict. on Earth liv, To search for 
flaringshells. a1659 OsBorn Characters &c.(1673)630 Sucha 
Flaring and intemperate a Course, as that of a Souldier. 1717 
Prior Adma ii. 518 A young flaring painted whore. 1746-7 
Mrs. Devany Let. to Mrs, Dewes 446 Crimson and yellow 
flaring hangings of paper. 1769 Gray Let. Poems (1775) 
365 No flaring gentleman's house, or garden-walls, break 
in upon the repose of this .. paradise. 1820 Haztirr Lect. 
Dram. Lit. 346 The language is a mixture of metaphysical 
jargon and flaring prose. 1891 E. Peacock WV. Brendon 
II. 313 This flaring Anonyma, as he called her. ‘ 

3. Of a vessel, etc.; That has its sides curving 


gradually outwards from the base. 

1627 Cart. SmitH Seaman's Gram. xi. 52 If she were laid 
out aloft, and not flaring. c1850 Rudim, Navig. (Weale) 
118 It is said that a ship has a flaring bow when the topside 
falls outward from a perpendicular. 1883 W. C. RussELi 
Sea Queen III, iii. 57 A good-looking vessel, having what 
sailors call a flairing bow, which made her appear as round 
as an apple forward. ‘ pe 

4. Burning with a broad irregular flame ; shining 
brightly and fitfully. 

1632 Mitton Penseroso 132 And when the sun begins to 
fling His flaring beams. 1633 G. Herpert 7 emple, Ch. 
Windows iii, Speech alone Doth vanish like a flaring thing. 
1661 Davenport City Night-Caf 11. i, 1 have tugg’d with 
tempests .. Out-stard the flaring lightning. 1764 GoLpsm. 
Trav. 400 Flaring tapers brightning as they waste. 1834 
Hr. Martineau /‘arvers i. 18 He put out his flaring candle. 

Jig. 1884 Par Eustace 67 He stared at the speaker for 
several moments with a flaring countenance. 

Hence Flaringly adv., in a flaring manner; 
gaudily. In mod. Dicts. 

Flary (fléeri), a. rare. 
Gaudy, showy. 

1866 CaRLYLE Remin, (1881) I. 157 They were not so well 
dressed as their Edinburgh sisters; something flary, glary, 
colours too flagrant and ill-assorted. 1873 — in Mrs. Car- 
dyle’s Lett. I. 263 Flary, staring, and conceited, stolid. 
looking girls. 

Flash (fle), sd.1 Forms: 5 flasche, 5-6 
flassh(e, 9 da/. flass, 7— flash. [Of onomatopceic 
origin ; cf. the synonyms flosche (FLOSH), FLASK 
56.2 (which are earlier recorded), PLasH (=MDu. 
plasch), which seem to imitate the sound of ‘splash- 
ing’ ina puddle. The synonymous F. flache may 
have influenced the Eng. word; it is commonly 
regarded as a subst. use of flache, fem. of OF. flac 
adj. soft :—L. flaccus.] 

1. A pool, a marshy place. Ods. exc. local. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 403 Plasche, or flasche, where reyne 
water stondythe .. /orvens, lacuna. 1523 FirzHers. usb, 
§ 70 The .. flasshes, and lowe places, and all the holowe 
bunnes and pypes that growe therin. 1622 Drayton 
Poly-olb, xxv. 60 They [birds] from flash to flash, like the 
full Epicure Waft, as they lou’d to change their Diet euery 


[f. FLARE 5d. + -¥1.] 


FLASH. 


meale. ¢1746 J. Cottier (Tim Bobbin) Lauc, Dialect Gloss., 
Flash,alake. 1826 H, N.CorerinGe Six Months W. I, 280 
A long flash, as they call it, or river with a large bay. 1867 
SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Flash. .A\so, a pool, Also, in the 
west, a river with a large bay, which is again separated 
from the outer sea by a reef of rocks, 1870 E. Peacock 
Ralf Skiri II. 111 ‘Hev’ ye forgotten .. when we was a 
duckin’ on Ferry Flash?’ 

attrib, 1882 Lanc. Gloss., Flash-~it,a pit nearly grown 
up with reeds and grass. 


2. [Cf. F. flache place where a paving-stone has 
sunk.] (See quot.) 
1888 GresLtey Gloss. Coal Mining, Flash (Cheshire), a 


subsidence of the surface due to the working of rock salt 
and pumping of brine. 

Flash (flef), sd.2 [f. Fuasn v.1.] 

I. Burst of light or flame (and senses thence de- 
rived) ; cf. Fuasx v.! III. 

1. A sudden outburst or issuing forth of flame or 
light ; a sudden, quick, transitory blaze. Flash zn 
the pan (see quot. 1810); fig. an abortive effort or 
outburst; cf, FLASH v.1 5c. 

1566 PaintER Pad. Pleas. 1. 108 Astouned like one that 
had been stroken with a flashe of lightening. 1635 Swan 
Spec. M. vi. (1643) 300 It fired with a sudden flash. 1697 
DryveEn Vig. Georg. 1v.712 Three flashes of blue Light'ning, 
1705 BosMANn Gzizea 318 Missing his shot by a flash in the 
Pan. 1725 DE For Voy. round World (2840) 309 Our men 
saw plainly the three flashes of the guns. 
Dict. (ed. 3), Flash in the pan, an explosion of gunpowder 
without any communication beyond the touch-hole. 1833 
Marryat P. Siwple lviii, I now discharged grape alone, 
waiting for the flash of the fire to ascertain their direction. 
1858 Jlerc. Marine Mag. V. 60 It is a Fixed White Light, 
varied by a Red Flash every half minute, 

b. slang. flash of lightning : a glass of gin. 

1789 Gro. ParKER L7/e’s Painter 149. 1801 Sporting Mag. 
XVII. 34 That fashionable liquor called flashes of lightning. 
1830 Lytron P. Clifford II. iv. 112 The thunders of elo- 
quence being hushed, flashes of lightning, or, as the vulgar 
say ‘glasses of gin’ gleamed about. 

ce. transf. The quick movement of a flag in 
signalling. 

1870 Cotoms & Botton Flashing Signals 30 To make 
a short flash, the flag is moved from ato4.. To makea 
long flash, the flag is waved from a to c. 

2. transf. The brief period during which a flash 
is visible: +a. Fora flash: for a brief moment ; 
while the fit lasts (ods.), b. Jz a flash: imme- 
diately, instantaneously. 

1625 Bacon Ess. Greatness Kingd. (Arb.) 485 The Persians, 
and Macedonians, had it fora flash, 1648 Mitton Tenure 
Kings (1650) 3 Most men are apt enough to civill wars and 
commotions as a noveltie, and for a flash hot and active. 
1801 Spirit Pub. Frnils. (1806) 1X. 372 To the helm, my boy, 
in a flash. 1858 O. W. Hotmes Aut, Breakf-t. vi. 160 
A thoroughly popular lecture ought to have nothing in it 
which five hundred people cannot all take in a flash. 

3. A brief outburst or transient display of some- 
thing regarded as resembling a flash of light. 

160z SHaks. Ham. v. i, 210 Your flashes of Merriment 
that were wont to set the Table on a Rore. 1652-62 
Heyiin Cosmogr. mt. (1673) 8/2 A brave flash of vain- 
glorious hospitality. 1665 BoyLe Occas. Rel. v. iv. (1845) 
309 An unseasonable disclosure of flashes of Wit. 1819 
Byron Yvan i. xxxviii, But now there came a flash of hope 
once more. 1873 Brack Pr. Thule ii. 27 A sort of flash 
of expectation passed over Lavender’s face. 

4. Superficial brilliancy; ostentation, display ; 
also * brilliant distinction, ‘ éclat’ (ods.). ++ Phr. 
To cut a flash (cf. DasH sd. 10). 

1674 S. Vincent Yng. Gallant's Acad. 97 Whose Enter- 
tainments to those of a higher rank are..not only flash and 
meer Complement. 1711 Appison Sfect. No. 59. P 1 
Pedants..are apt to decry the Writings of a polite Author, 
as Flash and Froth, 1755 Gentl. Mag, XXV. 118 Berry 
gave him a crown. .to make a flash with to the boys. 1780 
Map. D’Arsitay Diary June (1891) I. 271 Miss Weston, 
whose delicacy gave way to gaiety and flash, whether she 
would or not. 1782 C. A. Burney Frn/, 15 Jan. in Mad. 
D’Arblay Zarly Diary 11, 306, I had not a very entertaining 
evening, but I would not but have been there, for the fash 
of the thing. 1795 Fate of Sedley I. 50 Some men.. cut a 
flash without any fortune. 1827 R. H. Froupe Rez. (1838) 
I. 445, I .. shall be drawn .. into foolishness and flash, and 
everything that is disgusting. 1880 WEBB Goethe's Faust 
Prel, Theat. 8 Mere flash a moment’s interest engages. 

+b. A piece of showy talk; a vain, empty 
phrase or vulgarism. Ods. 

1605 B. Jonson, etc. Lastward Hoe w.i, Sir Petronell 
Flash, I am sory to see such flashes as these proceede from 
a Gentleman of your Quality. 1649 Mitton Ezkon. xii. 
(2851) 433 Hee next falls to flashes, and a multitude of 
words. 1735 Dycue & Parpon Dict., Flash ..a Boast, 
Brag, or great Pretence made by a Spend-thrift, Quack, 
or Pretender to more Art or Knowledge than a Person 


has, 

+5. A brilliant or ‘showy’ person; usually in 
contemptuous sense, one vain of his accomplish- 
ments or appearance, a coxcomb, fop. Oés. 

1603 B. Jonson Sejanus u. i, Such a spirit as yours, Was 
not created for the idle second Toa poor flash, as Drusus. 
1652 Bentowes 7 eoph. x1. lix. 200 Thou, inconsid’rate 
Flash, spend’st pretious Dayes In Dances, Banquets, Cour- 
tisms, Playes. 1677 Mirce Zng.-Fr. Dict., A Flash, an 
empty shallow-brained fellow. 1764 Low Life 65 The Jem- 
mies, Brights, Flashes..and Smarts of the Town. 1807-8 
W. Irvine Salmag. (1824) 78 She is the highest flash of the 
ton—has much whim and more eccentricity. 

+@. slang. A wig. Obs. 

a1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Flash, a Periwig. 1760 
Baitey vol. II. (ed. 5) Canting Words, Flash, a Peruke, 

Vou. IV. 
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Rum Flash, a \ong, full, high-priz’d Wig, Queer Flash, 
a sorry, weather-beaten Wig. ‘ 

7. An ornament consisting of three short pieces 
of black velvet ribbon sewn to the collar of a full- 
dress tunic, and hanging down the back; supposed 
to be the remains of the bow which fastened the 
‘queue’. Now worn only by the officers of the 
23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers. (VV. & Q. 8th Ser. 
VII. 20 Apr. 1895). 

1837 T. Hoox Yack Brag II1.115 A..young man, dressed 
in the uniform of some volunteer corps of cavalry, wearing 
flashes. 5 

8. A preparation of cayenne pepper or capsicum 
with burnt sugar, used for colouring spirits. 

1820 Accum Adult, Food 10 The substance which they 
[brandy merchants] .. purchase under the delusive name of 
Jiash, for strengthening and clarifying spirituous liquors .. 
is in reality a compound of sugar with extract of capsicum, 

+9. A small piece; ?a dash or sprinkling. 

1615 Latuam Falconry u. viil. 95 Put into it .. one flash 
or two of Saffron. 

10. Z/. The new shoots of a tea-plant. 

1880 Exiot James /xdian Industries xxviii. 344 The new 
shoots .. or ‘flashes’, as they are called, come on four, 
sometimes five, times between April and October. 

II. Sudden movement of liquids, etc. (cf. FLasu 
v. 1). 

+11. A sudden movement of a body of water, 
a splash; a breaker. Ods. 

1627 Carr. Smitu Seaman's Gram. x. 47 Which make the 
Sea..rebound in flashes exceeding high. 1632 SHERWoop, 
A flash of water, gaschis d'eau. 1713 Dreruam Phys. 
Theol. w. xv. 245 The Miller .. with his Man .. were so 
washed with Flashes of Sea water, that they were almost 
strangled therewith. 

b. A sudden rush of water, let down from a 
weir, to take a boat over the shallows of a river. 

1677 Pitot Ox/ordsh. ix. § 46. 234 Were there a convenient 
number of Locks, or Holds for water..to let down flashes as 
occasion should serve. 1689S. SEWALL Diary 29 Mar. (1882) 
I. 302 Flashes to help them over the Shallow places. 1758 
Descr. Thames 162 But this is a Charge only in Summer, 
and paid for Flashes when the Water is low. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk.s.v., To make a fiash, is to let boats 
down through a lock. 1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 76/1 
The substitution of a continuous navigation upon the upper 
Seine .. by the aid of movable dams, for the intermittent 
navigation by flashes. 

+12. transf. A sudden burst of rain, wind, steam, 
etc. ; a fit of activity, a spurt. Ods. 

1653-4 WHITELOCKE Frnd. Swed. Emb. (1772) Il. 362 Yett 
the wind being by flashes large, they went. .twenty leagues 
up and downe, 1685 Woop Zzfe (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 156 
Waters extreame low, tho’ many flashes of raine. Rivers 
almost dried up. 1706 PurLurrs(ed. Kersey), “lash, asudden 
Spurt. 1808 J. B. Dasney in Vaval Chron. XX1. 107 Some 
few..were scalded by flashes of steam. 

13. A contrivance for producing a ‘ flash’ (senses 
II, 11b). (See quots. and FLASH-BOARD.) 

1768-74 Tucker Lt, Nat. (1852) I. 32 The miller, when 
he takes up his flashes, lays them it may be on the bank. 
1841 Brees Gloss, Civ. Engin., Flashes, a description of 
sluice, erected for the purpose of raising the water over 
any shoals while craft are passing. 1861 SmiLes Engineers 
I. 1. iv. 122 In some cases these drainage waters were 
conveyed .. over it [the New River] by what were termed 
flashes. Note. The flash .. consisted of a wooden trough 
about twelve feet wide. .extending across the river. 

TIL. attrib. and Como. 

14, a. simple attributive, as /lash-lock, -mark, 
-water, -qwezr (senses II, 11 b). 

1788 Act 28 Geo. I/J. c. 51 § 14 All the old Flash Locks or 
Weirs thereon, 1791 W. Jessop Reps. Navig. Thames & 
Isis 9 Water at the flash mark 4ft.60n the Sill. 1793 R. 
Mytne Rep. Thames 29 The Time of Flash-waters coming 
down. 


b. Special comb., as *f flash-flown a., ? tittered. 


in idle talk; flash-flue (see quot.); flash- 
lamp (Photogr.), a lamp used to give a flash-light ; 
flash-light, (a) a light so arranged as to give forth 
sudden flashes, used for signals and in lighthouses ; 
(6) Photogr. (see quot. 1890) ; flash-pan, (a) the 
pan in an old flint-lock for holding the priming 
by which the charge is exploded; (6) a small 
copper pan with a handle, in which powder is 
flashed as a signal (Cent. Dict.) ; flash-pipe (see 
quot. 1874); flash-point = flashing-point; flash- 
rim (see quot. 1867); flash-test, a test to deter- 
mine the flashing-point of kerosene, etc.; flash- 
wheel (see quot.). Also FLASH-BOARD. 

1632 Lirucow Trav. vil. 339 Let not surmisers thinke, 
ambition led My second toyles, more *flash-flowne praise to 
wed. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., *Flash Flue, 
the flue underneath an egg-end or similar externally fired 
boiler. 1890 Woopsury Lucycl. Photogr. 373 The electric 
lamp, magnesium lamp, and *flash lamp. 1891 H. L. Wess 
in Electr. in Daily Life, Making a Cable 188 Flag-signalling 
had to be exchanged for flash-lamps. 1886 Scz. Amer. N.S. 
LIV, 16/2 A *flash-light, that is to say, one which can be 
made to glow or disappear at pleasure. 1890 Woopsury 
Encycl. Photogr. 289 Flashlight, usually made by blowing 
magnesium powder through a small flame. 1892 Marc, 
Stokes Six Months in Apennines 163, I was compelled to 
photograph these most interesting bas-reliefs by the flash- 
light. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Flash-pipe, a mode of 


‘ lighting gas by means of a supplementary pipe pierced with 
1878 Ure's - 


numerous small holes throughout its length, — 
Dict. Arts Suppl. IV. 570 The legal *flash-point of petro- 
leum, 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., *Flash Rim, in car- 











FLASH. 


ronades, a cup-shaped enlargement of the bore at the muzzle, 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., *Flash-wheel, a water-raising 
wheel having arms radial or nearly so to its axle, and re- 
volving in a chase or curved water-way by which the water 
passes from the lower to the higher level as the wheel ro- 
tates. 

+ Flash, 54.3 Ods. [The examples of 16-17th c. 
prob. echo Henryson; possibly the copy in 
Chaucer's Wks. 1501 may be correct in reading 
SJasshe, a. OF. fais or fazsse bundle, sheaf.] A 
bundle or sheaf (of arrows). 

c1450 Henryson Jest. Cres. 167 in Poems & Fables (1865) 
8: Undir his girdill ane flasche of felloun flanis. 1600 
Fairrax Tasso xt. xxviil. 201 Her ratling quiuer at her 
shoulders hong, Therein a flash of arrowes feathered weele. 
1671 SKINNER Etym. Ling. Ang/. iv., Flash of flames [read 
flaines], expl. a Sheaf of Arrowes. 1678-1706 PHILLIPs, 
flash of Lyames (old word), a Sheaf of Arrows, 

Flash, sd.4 [Of doubtful origin; possibly an 
application of FLASH sd.2 13.] = FLASHING vd/. sb.2 

1574-5 Fesus Coll. Accts. in Willis & Clark Cambridge 
(1886) III. 6rx Item to the Plummer .. for settinge in lead 
over the chappell .. where the flasshes were taken awaye. 
1614-15 Trinity Coll. Accts. ibid. II. 488 Laying the leads 
after the masons, setting on flashes and sodering. 

+ Flash, a.! Os. In 5 flasch, flaisch. See 
also FLAKE @. [The forms, compared with those 
given under FLAKE a., suggest that the word may 
be a confusion of OF. flac, flache ‘ feeble, insipid’ 
(see next) with the similar-sounding ME. wake, 
wlache tepid.| Lukewarm, tepid. Also /lash-hot. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 265 Boile hem in a double 
vessel & distille it in his eere flaisch. did. 266 Loke pat 
alle pingis pat pou leist berto be flasch hoot, 

+ Flash, a.2 Obs. Also 6 flashe. [?ad. OF. 
fiac, flache (mod.F. with unexplained alteration 
Jlasque) flabby, weak, insipid:—L. /laccus: see 
Fuaccip, Cf, Fiasxy.] 

1. Weak, wanting in tone. 

1362 Turner Herbal u. 30a, If the stomack be so flashe 
and louse that it can hold no meat. Jé7d. 11. 74a, Oxys is 
geuen vuto a flashe, louse or weike stomacke. 

2. a. Of food: Insipid. b. jig. Of speech, 
reasonings, etc.; Trashy, void of meaning. 

a. 1601 Br. Bartow Defence 89 The white of an egge, 
without salt, is flash and unsavery. 1642 J. Eaton Honey- 
conbe Free Fustif. 84 The mingling and mixing together 
of wine and water..maketh flash matter of both. 

b. 1612 Brinstey Lud. Lit. 166 Matters vnfit for an 
Epistle, flash and to little purpose; but very childish, 1622 
S. Warp Life Faith in Death 101 Loath I am to mingle 
Philosophicall Cordialls with Diuine, as water with wine, 
least my Consolations should bee flash and dilute. 1640 
Futter Yoseph’s Coat viii. (1867) 189 Flash in his matter, 
confused in his method, dreaming in his utterance. 

Flash (fle{), 2.3 Chiefly col/og. [f. FuasH sd.2] 

1. Gaudy, showy, smart. Of persons: Dashing, 
ostentatious, swaggering, ‘swell’. 

1785 European Mag. VIII. 96 One of that numerous tribe 
of flash fellows, who live nobody knows where. 1836 
J. H. Newman Le??. (1891) II. 200 If I could write a flash 
article on the subjunctive mood, I would, merely to show 
how clever I was. 1838 C. SumNER in Menz. & Lett. (1878) 
II. 23 Bulwer was here a few minutes ago in his flash 
falsetto dress. 1860 TroLLorpE Frawley P. ix, This flash 
Member of Parliament. 1867 SmyrH Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
Flash Vessels, all paint outside and no order within. 1877 
Brack Green Past. xliii. (2878) 348 A bit of flash oratory 
on the part of a paid pleader. 1882 [dlustr. Sporting News 
4 Feb. 502/2 A flash young rider.. frightens his horse out of 
his stride before they have well reached the distance. 

b. Of an hotel, etc.: First-class, fashionable, 


‘crack,’ ‘swell’. 

1840 THACKERAY Paris Sk.-bh. (1872) 89 He.. frequented 
all the flash restaurateurs and boarding-houses. 1841 in Col. 
Hawker Diary (1893) II. 210 We then got into Meurice’s 
flash hotel. 7 

2. Counterfeit, not genuine, sham. 

1812 Storting Mag. XXX1X. 210 How could’st thou be 
so silly, Flash screens to ring for home-spun rope. 1821 
Ann. Reg. 193 Passed for the purpose of suppressing the 
‘Fleet’ or ‘flash-notes’. 1837 Hoop Agric. Distress vii, 
‘A note’, says he..‘thou’st took a flash ’un,’ 1863 R. B. 
Kimpary Was he Successful? xii.138 The difference between 
the real and the flash fashionable, 

3. slang. Knowing, wide-awake, ‘smart’, ‘fly’. 

1812 J. H. Vaux flash Dict., Halffiash and half-foolish 

. applied .. to a person, who has a smattering of the cant 
language, and .. pretends to a knowledge of life which he 
really does not possess. 1818 Sorting Mag. II. 217 
Immense sums of money have been lost by the very flashest 
of the cognoscenti. 1839 H. Atnswortu ¥. Sheppard I. xii. 
339 ‘Awake !—to be sure I am, my flash cove!’ replied 
Sheppard. ‘ 

4. Belonging to, connected with or resembling, 
the class of sporting men, esf. the patrons of the 
‘ring’. 

a Sporting Mag. XXX. 126 A sort of flash man upon 
the town. 1809 /éid. XX XIII. 228 Crib, who was backed 
by what is termed the flash side. 1823 Byron Yaz x1. xvil, 
Poor Tom was... Full flash, all fancy. 1838 Dickens Wich. 
Nick. xix, A gentleman with a flushed face and a flash air. 
1862 Wuyte Metvitte /vside Bar iv. (ed. 12) 267 After the 
departure of the flash butcher. 1880 G. R. Sims Three 
Brass Balls xi, One of the flash young gentlemen who haunt 
suburban billiard-rooms. : 

5. Connected with or pertaining to the class of 
thieves, tramps, and prostitutes. Chiefly in Comd., 
as flash-case (=FLASH-HOUSE), -cove, -crib, -ken. 
Also FLASH-HOUSE, FLASH-MAN, 

a@x7oo B, E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Flash-ken, a House where 
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Thieves use, and are connived at. sigs C. Hircuin Re- 
ceivers & ThiefTakers 8 A Ken or House frequented by 
the Thieves and Thief-Takers, or, in their own dialect, 
thoroughly Flash. 1800 Sporting Mag. XVI. 26 Mack and 
I called at a flash ken in St. Giles’s, 1819 /did. V. 122 
The flash part of the creation. 1823 Ecan Grose’s Dict. 
Vulg. Tong., Flash Cove or Covess, the master or mistress 
of the house. 1832 Hamner 684/1 She has been the asso- 
ciate of ‘flash thieves’. 1839 H. Ainswortu ¥. Sheppard 
I. xi. 322, I know the house... it’s a flash crib. Jdzd. III. 
xii, 28 I’ve been to all the flash cases in town. 

b. esp. of the language spoken by thieves : Cant, 
slang. Also quasi-sé. 

A statement made by Dr. Aikin, Country round Man- 
chester (1795) 437, that ‘flash’ language was so called be- 
cause spoken by pedlars from a place called Flash near 
Macclesfield, is often repeated, but is of no authority. 

1746 Narr, Exploits H. Simms in Borrow Zincali (1843) 
II. 129 They .. began to talk their Flash Language, which 
I did not then understand. 1756 Totpervy Hist. Two 
Orph. 11.79 Copper learnt flash, and to blow the trumpet. 
1782 G. Parker Hum. Sk. 34 No more like a Kiddy he'll 
roll the flash song. 1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict. (1819) 173 
To speak good flash is to be well versed in cant terms. 1840 
Hoop Miss Kilmansege, Her Misery xviii, His comrades 
explain’d in flash. 1847 Emerson Refr. Men, Montaigne 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 343 He will .. use flash and street ballads. 
1858 O. W. Hoitmes Aut. Breakf.-t. (1891) 257, I used all 
the flash words myself just when I pleased. 

Hence Fla‘shly adv. (slang), in a flash manner ; 
handsomely, elegantly. Also, in flash language. 

1812 Sporting Mag. XX XIX. 19 A sort of despondency 
flashly termed fencing. 1857 Somgin Ducange Anglicus 
Vulg. Tongue 42 Your fogle you must flashly tie. 

Flash (flz{),v.! Forms: 4-5 flas(s)(c)he, 6- 
flash. [app. of onomatopeeic origin; with senses 
1-2 cf. plash, dash, splash; the 13th c. variant 
FLask has been referred to an alleged OF. *fas- 
quer, a supposed older form of Fr. faguer. With 
sense 4 cf. flap and slash. The use of the word 
to express movement of fire or light (branch III), 
which is now the most prominent application, has 
not been found (unless in one doubtful example) 
before the second half of the 16th c. It seems to 
have originated in a transferred or extended use of 
sense 1; the coincidence of the initial sounds with 
those of flame may have helped the development of 
sense; cf. Sw. dial. asa, Eng. dial. faze, to blaze.] 

I. Expressing movement of a liquid. 

1. intr. Of the sea, waves, etc.: ‘To rush along the 
surface ; to rise and dash, esp. with the tide. Also 
with #f. In later use with mixture of sense 9. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) /ézd. I1. 369 pe wawes of be 
see Siculus, pat flascheb and waschep vppon a rokke pat 
hatte Scylla. 1577-87 HottnsHep Chron, I. 181/2 The sea 
..also flashed vp vnto his legs and knees. 1613 W. BrownE 
Brit. Past. 1. iii, Yet will a many little surges be Flashing 
upon the rocke full busily. 1634-5 BRERETON Trav (1844) 
I. 166 Sometimes the waves flashed into the ship at the 
loop-holes at stem. 1727-46 THomson Swsmer 601 The 
tortured wave .. Now flashes o’er the scattered fragments. 
1833 M. Scorr Tom Cringle (1859) xvii. 473 The roaring 
surf was flashing up over the clumps of green bushes. 1834 
Mepwin Angler in Wales II. 245 The Tivy .. flashed in 
a sheet of foam through the chasm. 1850 TENNyson Jn” 
Mem. \xx. 15 The cataract flashing from the bridge, The 
breaker breaking on the beach. 

+ 2. trans. To dash or splash (water) adout, 
abroad, upon something. Ods. exc. with mixture of 
sense 11. 

c1460 J. RusseLt Bk. Nurture 985 Rynse hym with rose 
watur warme & feire vppon hym flasche. 1528 PayNneL 
Salerne Regim. Hb, The spume [froth of wine] to be 
thynne and soone flashed. xg590 Spenser F. Q. 1 vi. 42 
With his raging armes he rudely flasht The waves about. 
1602 Carew Cornwall 266 Somewhat before a tempest if 
the sea-water bee flashed with a Sticke or Oare the same 
casteth a bright shining Colour. 161x Cotcr., Gascher, to 
dash, plash, flash (as water in rowing.) 1638 Sir T. 
Hersert 77rav. (ed. 2) 20 The wave flashing upon our 
decks .. much salt water. 1813 Scorr Rokeby u. vi. x1 
Flashing her sparkling waves abroad. 

3. trans. To send a ‘flash’ or rush of water 
down (a river) ; also adso/. Also, to send (a boat) 
down by a flash, 

1791 W. Jessop Rep. Thames & Isis 20 Every Inch that 
can be gained. .will save much time and water in flashing 
from above. 1840 Mrs. Browninc Drama Exile Poems 
1889 I. 69 We [earth spirits] .. Flash the river, lift the 
palm-tree, The dilated ocean roll. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech., s.v. Flashing, The gunboats were flashed over the 
falls at Alexandria by means of a wing-dam. 

+ II. 4. trans. To slash, strike swiftly ; also, 
to dash, throw violently down. Odés. 

ta1400 Morte Arth. 4238 The ffelonne with the ffyne 
swerde freschely he strykes, The ffelettes of the fferrere 
syde he flassches in sondyre. 1548 Upatt, etc. Zrasy. 
Par. Luke iv. 35 With much great roaryng flashyng hym 
on the grounde. of 

III. With reference to fire or light. 

5. intr. Of fire or light: To break forth suddenly. 
Of lightning: To break forth repeatedly, to play. 
Of a combustible, a gun, etc.: To give out flame, 
or sparks; to burst zo flame. Also with about, 
off, out, rp, etc. 

The first quot. is difficult; possibly it gives a transferred 
use of sense r. The passage is our only example of branch 
III before 16th c. 

e1400 Destr. Troy 12498 A thoner and a thicke rayne 
prublet in the skewes .. All flasshet in a ffire the firmament 
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ouer, 1548 [see FLasuinG JAZ. a. 1]. 1596 SPENSER J. Q. 
v. v. 8 So did Sir Artegall upon her lay.. That flakes of fire 
..Out of her steely armes were flashing seene, 1618 ELTON 
Exp. Ron, vii (1622) 214 They shall feele the flames of 
Hell flashing vp in their owne soules, 1650 S. CLARKE 
Eccl. Hist. (1654) 1. 9 The flame vehemently flashed about ; 
which was terrible to the beholders. 1661 BoyLe Phys. 
Ess., Salt Petre § 21. 121 ‘The Nitre will immediately take 
fire, and flash out into blewish and halituous flames. 
1791 Mrs. Rapciirre Rom. Forest viii, The lightning 
began to flash along the chamber. 1858 CarLyLe Fred. Gr. 
(2865) I. 1. xi. 206 The gun flashed off, with due outburst, 
and almost with due effect. 1860 TynpaLu Glac. 1. ii. 12 
Lightning flashed about the summits of the Jungfrau. 1887 
Bowen Virg. ‘2neid ut. 199 From the clouds fire flashes 
again and again, 

b. Of a hydro-carbon: To give forth vapour at 
a temperature at which it will ignite. 
1890 Daily News 22 Oct. 5/5 The low temperature at 
which both flashed. 

ce. To flash in the pan: lit. said of a gun, 
when the. priming powder is kindled without 
igniting the charge; fig. to fail after a showy 
effort, to fail to ‘go off’, 

1687 SetTLe Ref. Dryden 20 If Cannons were so well 
bred in his Metaphor as only to flash in the Pan, I dare lay 
an even wager that Mr. Dryden durst venture to Sea. 1741 
Compl. Fam. Piece u. i. 320 It will occasion it oft-times to 
flash in the Pan a great while before it goeth off. 1792 
Govuv. Morris in Sparks Life & Writ. (1832) 1. 377 Their 
majesties flashed in the pan yesterday. 1830 Gatt Lawrie 
T. 111. ix. (1849) 114 Flashing in the pan scares ducks, 1882 
W. Jervan A xtobiog. IV. xiii. 237 Cannon attempted a joke 
which flashed in the pan. 


+6. ¢rans. *To scorch with a burst of hot 


vapour. Obs. rare—}. 

1600 HoLtitanp Livy xxvut. xxiii. 685 Others flashed and 
half senged with the hote steem of the vapour and breath 
issuing from the light fire. 

7. intr. To emit or reflect light with sudden or 
intermittent brilliance; to gleam. Said also of 
the eyes. 

179 Mrs. Rapciirre Rom. Forest ii, The almost expiring 
light flashed faintly upon the walls of the passage. 1820 
SueEtey Let, to M. Gisborne 281 Like wingéd stars the fire- 
flies flash and glance. 1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales I. 268 
Rapid zigzags, that flashed each like a plate of silver, 1854 
Tennyson Charge Light Brigade iv, Flash’d all their 
sabres bare, Flash’d as they turn’d in air. 18537 HoLtanp 
Bay Path xviii. 207 Her eyes flashed. 1868 FREEMAN Norv. 
Cong. (1876) 11. vii. 26 The prince who had never seen steel 
flash in earnest. 

8. trans. To emit or convey (light, fire, etc.) in 
a sudden flash or flashes. Also with forth, out. 

1610 Hottanp Camden’s Brit.1. 274 They flashen fire 
from either hand. 1639 S. Du Vercer tr. Camus’ Admir. 
Events 100 Yet ere he thundred by deeds he flasht out 
lightning by threats. 1697 DrypEN A@xeid vii. 39 The 
glitt’ring Species .. on the Pavement play, And to the 
Cieling flash the glaring Day. 1744 Gray Let. Poems 
(1775) 176 If any spark of Wit’s delusive ray Break out, and 
flash a momentary day. 1842 Tennyson Locksley Hadi 186 
Rift the hills, and roll the waters, flash the lightnings, 
weigh the Sun. 

transf. and fig. 1592 Suaxs. Ven. & Ad. 348 But now 
her cheeke was pale and by and by It flasht forth fire. 1665 
Sir T, Herserr Tvav. (1677) 179 Who flashes him this 
thundring retort, For thy ambition. 1854 J. S. C. Apporr 
Napoleon (1855) Il. xxi. 397 His eyes flashed fire. 

b. To send back asa flash from a mirror; to 
reflect. More fully to flash back. 

1716 Pore Jéiad vit. 54 Of heaven's undrossy gold the 
god’s array, Refulgent, flash’d intolerable day. 1808 J. 
Bartow Columb, v. 201 Then waved his gleamy sword that 
flash’d the day. 1808 Scorr Mavm.1.i, Their armour .. 
Flash’d back again the western blaze. 

c. transf. To cause to appear like a flash of 
lightning; to send forth swiftly and suddenly. 
Also with ow¢. Const. 27, into, on or upon. 

1589 GREENE Menaphon (Arb.) 32 She .. flashed out such 
a blush from her alabaster cheeks that they lookt like the 
ruddie gates of the morning. 1638 Sir T. Hersert Trav. 
(ed. 2) 105 His name would flash terrour into the hearts of 
his most potent adversaries. 1700 Farquuar Constant 
Couple v. iii, Methinks the motto of this sacred pledge 
should flash confusion in your guilty face. 1794 CoLERIDGE 
Death Chatterton vi, Thy native cot she flash’d upon thy 
view. 1813 SHettey Q. Mad it. 145 Red the gaze That 
flashes desolation, strong the arm That scatters multitudes. 

d. 70 flash dead : to strike dead with a flash. 

1682 Drypen & Lee Duke of Guise w. iii, This one de- 
parting glance shall flash thee dead. 1690 DrypEN Doz 
Sed, ut. 1, Now flash him dead, now crumble him to ashes. 

9. zntr. To come like a flash of light; to burst 
suddenly into view or perception. Also with forth, 
in, out, etc. 

1590 Spenser F. Q. 1. ii. 5 Ever and anone the rosy red 
Flasht through her face. 1683 DrypEen Life Plutarch 1. 118 
The arguments. . flash immediately on your imagination, but 
leave no durable effect, 178x Gisson Decd. & F. I. xxxiv. 281 
A martial ardour flashed from the eyes of the warriors. 
1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom’s C.xv, A sudden recollection 
seemed to flash upon him. 1856 Masson Zss. v. 165 In 
14720. .he [Swift] again flashed forth as a political luminary. 
1861 THackeray Four Georges iii. (1876) 75 Garrick flashing 
in with a story from his theatre. 1866 Mrs. Gaske.t Wives 
§ Daz, xi, (1867) 111 Molly's colour flashed into her face, 
1874 F. C. Burnanp AZy Time viii. 68 It flashed across me 
that almost the last name I had heard .. was this identical 
one. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ, 111. 186 ‘The picture 
flashes out almost instantly. 

b. To move like a flash, pass with lightning 


speed, Also with cognate obj. Zo flash its way. 








FLASH. 


182zx SHeLttey He//as 956 When desolation flashes o’er 
a world destroyed. 1839-40 W. Irvine Wol/ert’s R. (1855) 
15st The French intellect .. flashes its way into a subject 
with the rapidity of lightning. 1859 KincsLry Misc. (1860) 
II. 141 The lurchers flashed like grey snakes after the hare. 
1877 Brack Green Past. ii. (1878) 11 The swallows dipped 
and flashed and circled over the bosom of the lake. 
10. To break out zz/o sudden action; to pass 
abruptly 27/0 a specified state. Also with forth, out. 
1605 SHaks. Lear. iii. 4 Euery howre He flashes into one 
grosse crime, or other. 1711 H. Fetton Diss. Classics (1713) 
8 They flash out sometimes into an irregular Greatness of 
Thought. 1859 Tennyson /dyl/s, Enid 273 Whereat Geraint 
flash’d into sudden spleen. 1862 G. P. Scrope Volcanos 
39 It [water] flashes instantly into steam with explosive 
violence. 1873 Symonns Grk. Poets vii. 189 Athens. . flashed 
..into the full consciousness of her own greatness. 1877 
A. H. Green Phys, Geol. 219 The imprisoned steam. flashes 
forth in repeated explosions. 1883 STEVENSON 7veasure 
Zs. 11. xiv, At this poor Tom flashed out like a hero. 
b. To flash wp: to burst into sudden passion or 


anger. 

1822 Scorr Fam. Let. 25 June (1894) II. xviii. 143 Though 
we do not flash up in an instant like Paddy, our resent- 
ments are much more enduring. ‘ 

ll. zrans. To cause to flash; to kindle with a 
flash ; to draw or wave (a sword) so as to make 


it flash. 

1632 Litucow Trav. vil. 375 We eyther shot off a Har- 
quebuse, or else flashed some powder in the Ayre. 1709 
Brit. Apollo Il. No. 7. 2/2 They will flash off the Gun- 
powder. 1801 Soutury 7/alaba v. xxxvi, Forth he flash’d 
his scymetar. 1816 KEaTINGE 7vav. (1817) I. 155 The oil 
-. is .. usually flashed; a few drops of water make it de- 
flagrate. 1850 KincsteEy Adt. Locke v. (1876) €0 Turning 
round I had a lantern flashed in my face. 1880 Excycl.. 
Brit. X1. 325/2 Sometimes a small portion [of gunpowder] 
is roughly granulated, and ‘ flashed’ on plates of glass. 


+b. To illuminate intermittently ; ¢ransf., to 
make resplendent with bright colours. Ods. or 


arch. 

1607 Brewer Lingua. i, Limming and flashing it with 
various Dyes. 1861 Buckie C7vz/iz. II. 189 The darkened 
sky flashed by frequent lightning 1894 E. H. Barker Two 
Summers in Guyenne 71 The turf was flashed with splen- 
did flowers of the purple orchis. 

12. To express, utter, or communicate by a flash 
or flashes ; esf. in modern use, to send (a message) 
along the wires of a telegraph. 

1789 CowrEerR Ann, Mirab. 55 Then suddenly regain the 
prize And flash thanksgivings to the skies! 1813 SHELLEY 
Q. Mab vy. 119 The proud rich man’s eye Flashing com- 
mand. 1847 Tennyson Princ. Prol. 78 Thro’ twenty posts 
of telegraph They flash’d a saucy message to and fro. 1858 
Froupe Hist. Eng. II. xvii. 459 The cannon .. flashed 
their welcome through the darkness. 1888 Burcon Lives 
12 Gd, Men II. v. 69 The intelligence was flashed next day 
all over England. 

18. zztr. To make a flash or display, cut a figure, 


show off. Also, to flash tt (about or away). Now 


collog. or slang. 

1607 SHaks. 7imo2 11. i. 32 A naked gull Which flashes 
now a Phoenix. 1652 C. B. Srapytton Hevodian 115 
While they with Plaies and Sports doe squib and flash, 
1697 Cotuier Lss. Mor. Sub7. 1. iii. 130 Methinks ’tis fine.. 
to Flash in the Face of Danger. 1780 Mrs. TuHRALE in 
Mad. D'Arblay Diary & Lett. 29 June (1842) I. 409 
My master .. jokes Peggy Owen for her want of power to 
flash. 1798 O’Keere Fontainbleau m. i, Spunging upon 
my customers, and flashing it away in their old clothes. 
1798 Geraldina I. 46, I nod to him .. whilst he is flashing 
the gentleman amongst the girls. 1877 Five Years’ Penal 
Serv. iii. 220 He flashed it about a good deal for a long 
time .. Sometimes he was a lord, at others an earl, 

b. slang. To make a great display of, exhibit 
ostentatiously, show off, ‘ sport’. 

1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tong., Flash .. to shew osten- 
tatiously; to flash one’s ivory, to laugh and shew one’s 
teeth. 1819 Moore Yom Crib’s Mem. (ed. 3) 2 His 
Lordship, as usual .. is flashing his gab. 1832 Hxaminer 
845/x It was known that the deceased had money, in con- 
sequence of flashing his purse about. 1864 Reader 23 Jan. 
96 Ladies go to church to exhibit their bonnets, and young 
gentlemen to flash their diamond rings. % 

14. In certain technical uses. 

a. Glass-making. intr. Of a blown globe of 
glass: To spread ow¢ or expand into a sheet. Also 
trans. (a) To cause (a globe of glass) to expand 
into a sheet; (/) To cover (colourless glass) with 
a film of coloured glass; to melt (the film) oz 


or over a sheet of colourless glass. 

1839 Urn Dict. Arts 581 s.v. Glass-making Few tools 
are needed for blowing and flashing crown-glass. 1846 W. 
Jounston Beckmann's Invent. (ed. 4) I. 135 Plain glass 
flashed or coated with a very thin layer of frosetcolsaneal 
glass. did. 133 Glass-makers used to flash a thin layer of 
red over a substratum of plain glass, 1876 Barrr Glass & 
Szlicates 82 Until at last the softened mass instantaneously 
flashes out into a circular sheet. 1883 Proctor in 7 
Cent. Novy. 882 Not merely flashed with a violet tint, but 
the glass itself so tinted. 

b. Llectric lighting. To make (a carbon fila- 
ment) uniform in thickness, by plunging it when 
heated into a heavy hydro-carbon gas. 

1888 Pall Mall G. 19 July 2/2 We have carried the manu- 
facture of our filaments to such perfection that although we 
do not flash them there are absolutely no inequalities 
discoverable. 

Hence Flashed ///. a. 

1876 Barrr Glass & Silicates 96 Glass made in this way is 
called ‘coated’ and sometimes ‘flashed’ glass. 1890 Urqu- 
HART Llectric Light ix. (ed. 3) 284 ‘ Flashed’ Filaments. 
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Flash (flef),v.2 dial. [f. Fuasw 5d,4] 

1884 Cheshire Gloss., Flash, to put small sheets of lead 
under the slates of a house .. to prevent the rain from 
running into the joint. 

Fla‘sh-board. [f. Fuasu v.14 Boarp sd.] a. 
(See quot. 1768.) b. A board set up on edge 
upon a mill-dam, when the water is low, to throw 
a larger quantity of water into the mill-race. 

1768-74 Tucker Lf. Nat. (1852) I. 32 The miller of an 
overshot mill. .has shoots lying over every one of his wheels, 
stopped by flash-boards, at their upperends. /éid. Should 
an eel wriggle under any of the flash-boards, this might 
give the water a passage without any act of the miller. 
1860 BartLett Dict. Amer., Flash Board. 1868 PEaRD 
Water-Farm. xv. 158 When .. the connecting canals have 
been cut, and the flash-boards erected. 
jig. 1822 T. L. Peacock Maid Marian iv, He pulled up 
all the flash-boards at once and gave loose to the full 
torrent of his indignation, 


Flasher (flzfor). [f. Fuasn v.1+-ER.] One 
who or that which flashes. 

+1. One who splashes water. Ods. 

1611 Cotcr., Gascheur..also, a flasher or dasher of water. 
1736 Ainsworth, A flasher of water, aspersor. 

2. Something which emits flashes of light. 


1686 Goan Celest. Bodies 11. iv. 198 They were Spit-Fires, 
Thunderers and Flashers. 


+3. One of the attendants on a gaming table 
(see quot.). Ods. 

1731 in Malcolm Manners § Cust. Lond. (1808) 166 A 
Flasher, to swear how often the bank has been stripped. 
1756 W. Totpervy “Hist. Two Orphans I. 68 [He] had 


often sate a flasher at M..d..g..n’s. 1797 Sporting 
Mag. X. 312. 

+4. A person of brilliant appearance or accom- 
plishment. 


1755 JOHNSoN (citing Dict.), Flasher, a man of more 
appearance of wit than reality. 1779 Map. D’ArsLay 
Diary Oct. I, 260 They are reckoned the flashers of the 
place, yet everybody laughs at them for their airs. 1780 
Lbid. May 1. 333 Sir John Harrington .. one of the gayest 
writers and flashers of her reign. 

5. The workman who ‘ flashes’ glass (see quot.). 

1839 Ure Dict. Arts 582 s.v. Glass-making He next hands 
it to the flasher, who .. wheels it rapidly round opposite 
to a powerful flame, till it assumes. . finally [the figure] of a 
flat circular table. 

6. (See quot. ) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 876/2 Flasher .. a form of 
steam-boiler in which small bodies of water are injected 
into a heated boiler and flashed into steam. 

7. a. ‘A name of the lesser butcher-bird: see 
Llusher’ (Ogilvie 1882). 

b. A fish (Lobotes surinamensis). 

1882 JorpAN & Gitpert Wishes N. Amer. 555. 

Flashful (flefful), a. rare. [f. Fuasn sd. + 
-FuL.] Full of flashes. 

1890 W. C. Russett Ocean Trag. III. xxxi, 154 The sky 
.. flashful in places with a view of the cross of the southern 
hemisphere. 1891 dustry. Lond. News 13 June 774/3 
A strange, gloomy huddle of discoloured countenances flash- 


ful with eyes. 
Flash-house. [f. Fuasu a3 + House] A 


house frequented by ‘ flash’ persons (see FLASH a@.3 
5); a resort of thieves; also, a brothel. 

1816 Rep. Committee on Police Metrop. 209 Is the flash- 
house an assistance to the officer? 1828 Macautay £ss., 
Hallant (1843) 1. 192 The humours of a gang of footpads, 
revelling with their favourite beauties at a flash-house, 

Flashily (flefili), adv. [f. Fuasuy +-ty 2.] 
In a flashy manner ; gaudily, showily. Also, like 
or as a flash. 

1730-6 Battery (folio), Flashily, vainly, frothily. 1863 
Speke Discov, Nile 154 (Farmer) Flashily dressed in coloured 
cloths and a turban, 1864 Miss Brappon H. Dunbar v, 
He chose no gaudy colours or flashily-cut vestments, 1888 
Bryce Amer. Commu. III. xcix. 392 An ill-omened looking 
man, flashily dressed, and rude in demeanour. 

Flashiness (fle‘finés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality of being flashy. 

+1. Want of flavour, insipidity. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 461 When you would take away either 
their [Artichokes, etc.] Flashiness or Bitterness. 1655 
Movuret & Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 345 What is 
Fish. . before Salt correcteth the Flashiness thereof? 

jig. 1603 T. Cartwricut Confut, Rhem. N. 1. (1618) 
481 The flashinesse and unsavourinesse of the allegories, 
1769 Public Advertiser 8 June 4/2 The Insipidity and 
Flashiness of Quality-prattle. 

2. a. Of speech: Superficial brilliance. b. Of 
dress: Gaudiness, showiness. 

1709 Brit, Apollo Il. No. g. 2/2 The Flashyness of his 
Discourse. 1854 Hawtuorne Lg. Note-bks. (1879) 1. 163 
With some little touch of sailor-like flashiness. 

Flashing (fie‘fin), vd/. 50.1 [f. Fuasm v.1+ 
-InG 1.] The action of the vb. in various senses. 

1, A splashing (of water). 

1611 Cotcr., Gaschement..a flashing, dashing, or plashing, 
as of water in rowing. 1727 Baitey vol. Il., “lashing .. 
dashing or spurting as Water, a Spurting. : 

2. The process of letting down a flash of water 
to carry a boat over the shallows of a river. 

1791 Rep. Navig. Thames & Isis 11 By removing the 
shallows, and continuing the use of Flashing. 

3. The bursting out or sending forth of flame or 
light. 

1573 Barer Adv. F 617 The Flashing of fire, or lightning, 
. coruscatio, 1632 F. Kirkman Clerio § Lozta 81 They 

began their Flashings and Musique until all were gone out. 
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1748 FRANKLIN Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 218 The sphere of elec- 
trical attraction is far beyond the distance of flashing. 1880 
Browninc Dram. Jdylls, Ser. u. Echetlos 8 A flashing came 
and went. 

transf. and fig. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage I. v. (1614) 26 
So much the greater is their sinne, that seeke to flash out 
these flashings. 1641 Mitron Ch. Govt. 1. (1851) 12 Rome, 
from whence was to be expected the furious flashing of 
Excommunications. 1676 R. Dixon Nat. Two Test. 282 
Mingled with Poetical flashings and ginglings. 

4. A rapid movement resembling or producing 
a flash of light; the drawing or waving of a sword 
with a flash. 

1865 Lecky ation. (1878) I. 43 The coruscations of the 
Aurora are said to have been attributed to the flashings of 
their wings, 1886 SuHELpon tr. Hlaulert’s Salammnibo 19 
Excited by the flashing of the naked swords. 

5. techn, a. Glass-making. (See FLASH 2. 14 a.) 

1832 Baspace Econ. Manu. iv. (ed. 3) 35 The process for 
making window glass, termed flashing. 1839 Satz. Jag. 23 
Feb. 66/z Flashing, that is, uniting a thin layer of coloured 
glass with another layer which is colourless. 

b. Electric lighting. (see quot. and FLASH wv. 
14 b.) 

1892 Gloss. Electr. Ternis in Lightning 3 Mar. Suppl., 
Flashing, (a) Of a dynamo machine. Abnormally long 
sparks sometimes seen at the commutator of a dynamo. 
(4) A process for rendering the filaments of incandescent 
lamps of uniform resistance throughout. 

6. attrib. and Combd., as flashing-furnace ; flash- 
ing-board, a sloping board at the bottom of a door 
or casement to keep off the rain; flashing-point, 
the temperature at which the vapour given off from 
an oil or hydrocarbon will ‘ flash’ or ignite. 

1852 Burn Wav. & Mil. Techn. Dict. u. Eng.-Fr., Flashing 
board, veverseau. 1839 Ure Dict. Arts 580 (Glass-making) 
There are .. several subsidiary furnaces to a crown-house.. 
3. a flashing furnace, and bottoming hole for communicating 
asoftening heat. 1878 Ure's Dict. Arts IV. 570 The flashing- 
point was proved to have been abnormally high. 

Flashing (fle'fin), vd. 5.4 [f. Fuasn v.?; 
cf. Fuasu sb.4] concr. (See quot. 1874.) 

1782 Phil. Trans. LX XII. 359 At its junction with the 
wall a flashing of lead is carried along horizontally. 1842 
in Gwitr Eucycl. Archit. § 2214. 1874 Knicutr Dict. 
Mech. \. 876/2 Flashing, (a) A \ap-joint used in sheet-metal 
roofing, where the edges of the sheets meet on a projecting 
edge. (6) A strip of lead leading the drip of a wall into 
a gutter, — : 

Flashing (fle fin), A//.. [f. FLasH v.! + -1nG?.] 

1. That flashes, in various senses of the vb. 

1848 UDALL, etc. Lrasm. Par. Fas, iii. 5 Wherof cometh 
that horrible and broade flasshing flame of fyre? 1616 
J. Lane Cont. Sgr’s. T. xi. 330 His horse was of a sangine 
color redd, so weare his flasshinge plumes aloft his head. 
1727-46 THOMSON Sxmmer 382 Fast, fast they plunge amid 
the flashing wave. 1835 Lytron A 7zezzz 1. ili, Before the 
flashing eye and menacing gesture of the cavalier. 

b. transf. and jig. 

1613 Heron Triall of Adopt. Wks. 1624 I. 315 Imagina- 
tion and fancy may breed a certaine flashing ioy, but there 
is no perpetuity, no setlednesse of reioycing. 1654 Z. CoKE 
Logick Ded. (1657) A v b, Scorched with flashing zeal. 1826 
DisraEvi Viv. Grey v. xii, Her lovely face was crimsoned 
with her flashing blood. 1875 Jowretr Péa‘o (ed. 2) II. 93 
Again and again she beholds the flashing beauty of the 
beloved. 

ce. Hashing light (in a lighthouse, etc.). //ash- 
ing signals, signals made with flashes of light. 

1858 Merc. Marine Mag. V.30 Flashing Light on Hogsten 
..It is Fixed, with a Flash once every three minutes. 1863 
Cooma in Frul. R. United Service Instit. VII. 386 We 
then agreed that ..a system of flashing signals was prac- 
ticable. : ; 

2. Comb., as flashing-eyed adj. 

1880 Miss Broucuton Sec. 7h. m1. iv, ‘You are ruining the 
child!’ cries Gillian, still flashing-eyed and panting. 

Hence Fla'shingly adv., in a flashing manner. 

1891 Jilustr. Lond. News 21 Nov. 658/3 They rain flash- 
ingly, a visible brilliance. 

Flashly adv.: see FLASH a.3 

Flash-man. (Also as two words.) [FLAsH 
a.3] a, One who is ‘ flash’ or knowing; a com- 
panion of thieves ; a bully, a ‘fancy-man’. b. A 
sporting man}; a patron of the ‘ring’; a ‘swell’. 

a. 1789 G. Parker Life’s Painter 141 A flash-man is a 
fellow that lives upon the hackneyed prostitution of an 
unfortunate woman of the town. 1833 Marryat P. Simple 
(1863) 235 A large mob .. vowing vengeance on us for our 
treatment of their flash man. 1859 H. Kincstey G. Hamlyn 
y, ‘You're playing a dangerous game, my flash man.’ 

b. 1812 Sporting Mag. XXXIX. 21 The display of flash- 
men, from the Peer on the coach-box, to the most gentle- 
manly-looking pick-pocket, was very complete. 1819 Moore 
Lom Crib’s Ment. 55 Shouts and yells From Trojan Flash- 
men and Sicilian Swells Fill’d the wide heav’n. 

Flashmonger. ([f. as prec. + Monczr.] 
One who uses the ‘ flash’ language. 

1825 C. M. Westmacorr Zzg. Spy I. 395 A little crib, as 
the flashmongers would call it, 

Flashness (fle'jnés). [f. Fuasn @.2 and 3 + 
-NESS.] The quality or state of being flash. 

+1. a. Of the stomach: Weakness. b. Of reason- 
ing: Insipid, flavourless character ; superficiality. 

1862 Turner Baths 8b, They are good for the lousnes and 
flashnes of the stomack. 1604 T. Wricut Passions v. iv. 184 
The acutenesse in the other [plausible persuasions] will allay 
their flashnesse and render them pleasant. 

2, a. Gaudiness. b. Affectation of‘ flash’ ways. 
See FLAsH a.3 1. 

1885 Runciman Skippers § Sh, 260 All the tawdry flash- 
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ness of the place. 1888 Botprewoop Robbery under Arms 
xvi. (1890) 109 ‘ Through Starlight’s cussed flashness and 
carryin’s on in fine company.’ 

Flashy (fli), a. [f Fuasu 53.2 and v.+-y 1. 
Association with FLAsH a.% and 3 has probably 
affected some of the senses. ] 

+1. Throwing up water, splashing. Ods. 


1583 STANyHURST A eve7s 11.(Arb.)59 Not so great a ruffling 
the riuer strong flasshye reteyneth. 1611 Coter., Gascheux, 
flashie, plashie, washie, dashing, bespatling. 

2. +a. Over-moist, watery, frothy. +b. Insipid, 
tasteless, vapid. 

1625 Bacon £&ss., Studies (Arb.) 11 Distilled Bookes, are 
like common distilled Waters, Flashy things. 1658 Evetyn 
Fy. Gard. 198 The other [turnips] being soft, flashy, and 
insipid. 1669 WorLIpGE Syst, Agric. (1681) 41 The taste of 
them is more sweet and flashy than Groats made of common 
Oats. 1702 W. J. Briuyn’s Voy. Levant xxi. 94 They 
[artichokes] eat not so flashy as when they are Boyled after 
our Way. 1743 Lond. § Country Brew, 1. (ed. 2) 329 It is 
not the first flashy, frothy Yeast. 1771 Ann. Reg. 107/1 
The young grass which springs in consequence of a flood, 
is of so flashy a nature that it occasions this common com- 
plaint. 1847 Hatiiwett, /lashy..loose, unstable, as un- 
sound grass ; insipid. 

te. jig. Of persons and immaterial things: 
Trifling, destitute of solidity or purpose; void of 
meaning, trashy. Ods. 

1507-8 Br. Hatt Saz. Postscr., It can yeeld nothing but a 
flashy and loose conceyt to the judgement. 1637 Mitton 
Lycidas 122 Vheir lean and flashie songs. 1647 Trapp 
Comm. Epistles 146 Their mirth is frothy and flashy, such 
as smooths the brow, but fils not the brest. 1679 SHADWELL 
True Widow 31 They area company of flashy, frothy Fellows. 
1745 J. Mason Self/-Know/7. ut. vi. (1853) 202 To read Froth 
and Trifles all our Life, is the way always to retain a flashy 
and juvenile Turn. 

3. Giving off flashes, shining by flashes ; glitter- 
ing, sparkling, brilliant. Z¢. and fg. Also, lasting 
only for a flash, transitory, momentary. 

1609 Hotitanp Amm. Marcell, xxi. xii. 239 Flashie 
lightenings. 1630 PrynNE God No Impostor 13 Reprobates 
haue oft times many sodaine, transitory, and flashy ioyes. 
1682 New News from Bedlam 28 My Gallick Tongue, and 
my rare flashy Wit, Shall make the Whigs and all the Tories 
split Themselves with laughing. a@xzz71z Ken Hymnotheo 
Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 119, I soon felt my flashy Goodness fade. 
1741 Ricuarpson Pamela (1742) ILI. 343 So flashy and tran- 
sient a Glare. 1780 Map. D’Arsiay Diary Apr., She was very 
flashy, and talked away all the evening. 1784 C. Burney 
Let, 16 Jan. in F. Burney Larly Diary (1889) II. 317, I had 
a good flashey evening. 1819 H. Busk Vestriad ww. 35 
One ruby glitter’d like the flashy Mars. 1826 Scorr Fraud. 
29 Mar., A fine, flashy, disagreeable day; snow-clouds 
sweeping past among sunshine. 1840 Macautay Life & 
Lett, (1883) Il. 81, I will try to make as interesting an 
article, though I fear not so flashy, as that on Clive. 1884 
Manch. Exam. 11 Sept. 5/1 He looks beyond the momentary 
triumphs of a flashy and adventurous policy. 

b. In depreciative sense, chiefly of speech, a 
speaker, or writer: Superficially bright ; brilliant, 
but shallow ; cheaply attractive. 

az6go G. Fox $¥rul. Life, etc. I. 108 An high Notionist, 
and a flashy Man. 4739 Cipper Aol. y. 107 The false, 
flashy Pretender to Wit. 1823 De Quincey Le/t. Educ. v. 
(1860) 97 The secondhand report of a flashy rhetorician. 
1835 Browninc Paracelsus 129 Patient merit Obscured 
awhile by flashy tricks. 1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 295/1 
As stories, these were cheap and flashy. 

+4. Excited, impulsive, eager. Ods. 

1632 Vicars Virgil x1. 366 The ladie .. With light-heel’d 
flashy haste the horse o'retook. 1767 Busu Hibernia Cur. 
(1769) 22 By that time he has discharged his five or six 
bottles, he will get a little flashy, perhaps. 1781 P. Beckrorp 
Hunting xix. 244, I have seen hounds so flashy, that they 
would break away from the huntsman as soon as they saw a 
cover. 

5. Showy, fine-looking ; gaudy, glaring. 

180r GABRIELLI Afyst: Husd. U1. 255 They then got into 
their carriage, a mighty flashy one, to my mind. 1805 
WELutincTON in Gurw. Dzsf. 14 Jan., The equipment which 
I propose..although not so flashy, would be more useful. 
1829 CunnINGHAM Brit, Paint. I. 31 People naturally fond 
of flashy colours, 1856 Lever Martins of Cro’ M. 315 The 
splendour of a very flashy silk waistcoat. : 

6. Of persons: Given to show, fond of cutting 
a dash, ‘swellish’; also, vain and conceited. 

1687 Concreve Old Bach, 1. iv, Young termagant flashy 
sinners. 217041. Brown Pleas, Epist. Wks. 1730 1. 109 Those 
flashy fellows, your Covent Garden poets. 1787 G, CoLMAN 
Inkle & Yarico 1. i, A young flashy Englishman will some- 
times carry a whole fortune on his back. 1850 HAwTHoRNE 
Amer. Note-bks. (1883) 375 Veteran topers, flashy young 
men, visitors from the country. 

7. Comb., as flashy-looking adj. 

182 Earr Gold Col. Australia 72 That flashy-looking 
man in a tandem was transported for bank robbery. 1880 
Mare. LonspaLe Sister Dora viii. 209 A flashy-looking man, 
with conspicuous rings and watch-chain. 

+ Flask, 52.1 Ods. [var. of Fuasn 56.1] = 
Fuasu 50.1 1. : 

a1300 E. E. Psalter cxiiifi]. 7 Noght turne hou pi face fra 
me, And to falland in flask like sal Tbe. 1472 Alem. Ripon 


| (Surtees) III. 242 Set respondet de 2s. de annuo redditu 


exeunte de uno clauso vocato Flask infra territorium de 
Northstanley. 

Flask (flask), 53.2. Forms: 1 flasce, flaxe, 6—7 
flaske, 7 flasque, 6- flask. [A word found in 
nearly all the Teut. and Rom, langs.; whether 
adopted from late L. into Teut., or conyersely, is 
undetermined. The earliest known examples are 
in Latin; three different declensional — appear 
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in med.L., and all of them are represented in the 
Rom. langs. (1) In Gregory’s Dzalogues c600 
(il. xviii; cf. I. ix) the form /lascd, flasconem 
(whence It. fascone, F. flacon: see FLacon) de- 
notes a wooden vessel, apparently a small keg in- 
tended to be carried by pedestrians and to contain 
a supply of wine to be consumed on a journey; it 
is there stated to be a word belonging to the 
vulgar speech. In later use the word appears as 
a synonym of dzt¢ticula, BotTLE, and applied to 
a vessel either of wood, leather, metal, earthenware 
or glass. The Greek transl. of Gregory’s Dialogues, 
believed to be of the 8th c., has pAacxiov, which 
is frequent in Byzantine writers of the 10th c. (2) 
In the 7th c. Isidore (Ztym. xx. vi. § 2) gives the 
form /fasca, which he regards as a derivative of 
Gr. gidAn, stating that fasce were originally made 
for carrying and storing pizale (? shallow drinking 
cups), though afterwards used to contain wine ; the 
form survives in It. frasca, OF. flache, flasche, 
Jlaske, flasque (the last of these survived till 16th c., 
and in the sense ‘ powder-flask ’ to a later period). 
(3) The form /fascus is given in Du Cange, but is 
prob. only a latinized form of It, fasco, which may 
represent med.L. flasco (nom.) ; equivalent forms 
are Sp. flasco, frasco, Pg. frasco. 

The word occurs in all the Teut. langs. exc. Goth., 
and always as wk. fem.: OE. flasce, more usually 

Jlaxe, OHG. flasca (MHG. vlasche, also vlesche 
with the vowel change normal in some dialects 
before sch; mod.Ger. /lasche), MDu. flassche, 
Jlessche (mod.Du. flesch); ON. flaska is doubtful, 
as it has only been found in the nicknames /pskz- 
skegg, fipsku-bakr, explained by Vigf. as ‘ bottle- 
beard’, ‘ bottle-back’ ; Icel., Sw. faska, Da. flaske 
may be from Ger. In the mod. continental Teut. 
langs. it is the ordinary word for bottle; in OHG. 
it had the same wider sense as in OE. (see 1 below). 

The OE. word, which would normally have be- 
come */#ash in mod.E., appears not to have sur- 
vived into ME. In 16the. the F. flasgue was 
adopted in the sense powder-flask (the wider sense 
being then already antiquated in Fr.), The older 
Fr. sense, a bottle, first appears in Eng. about 
1700; whence it was adopted is not clear, but as 
the word is chiefly associated with Italian wine 
and oil, it may most naturally be regarded as from 
the It. fiasco, the etymological identity of which 
with the already existing Eng. word would be 
readily perceived. 

Scholars who regard the word as of Rom. origin usually 
accept the view of Diez, that //asco is for *vJasco, a meta- 
thesis of *vasclo, from L. vasculum. This is satisfactory 
with regard to meaning (St. Gregory describes as vascula 
lignea what he says were vulgarly called /Zascones), and 
involves no insuperable difficulty with regard to form, though 
the phonetic process supposed has no precise parallel in any 
known instance; for approximately similar phenomena, 
such as aba from fabula, see Diez. The early occurrence 
of the types /Z7ascam, flasconem, and the absence of the type 

Jiascum in early use, are somewhat unfavourable to this 
hypothesis. The assumption that the word is of Teut. origin 
is chronologically legitimate, and presents no difficulty exc. 
the absence of any satisfactory etymology. A connexion 
with Frat a. would be phonetically probable, but there is 
no evidence that the sb. originally meant a flat vessel. From 
Teut. the word has been adopted into many other langs. : 
wee lasko, Hung. palaczk, Polish flasza, Czech 
JSiase. 

+1. In OE.: A vessel of wood, skin, or other 
material, for carrying liquor. Ods. 

Prob. not widely current in OE.; it occurs chiefly as a 
rendering of the cognate L. word, which in some glossaries 
is rendered by butruc. 

agoo WerrertH Gregory's Dial. u. xviii, Twa treowene 
fatu wines fulle da syndon on folcisc flaxan zehatene [orig. 
que vulgo flascones vocantur), cx000 Ags. Gosp. Mark xiv. 14 
Sum man berende sume weeterflaxan [Vulg. dagenam aqua]. 


c 1000 /ELFric Codlog. in Wr.-Wiilcker 97 Ic bicge hydaand 
fell. .and wyrce of him.. flaxan, 

2. A case of leather or metal (formerly often of 
horn) carried by soldiers or sportsmen to hold gun- 
powder. Now usually powder-flask. 

(The fig. quot. from Donne is referred by Latham to a sup- 
posed sense ‘quiver’. The Cent. Dict. omits the quot., but 
gives the sense ‘a quiver, a set of arrows in a quiver’, 
quoting (prob. from Nares) a misprinted version of a passage 
from Fairfax, q.v. in FLasu sd,°] 

1549 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 348 Flaskes, cviij; 
touche boxes, c. 1598 Barret Theor. Warves ut. i. 34 To 
charge his peece, either with his flask or bandelier. 1630 
R. Fohnson's Kingda. & Commw. 217 Every souldier is alle 
to make .. his owne Flaske and Touch-box. 1634 T. Joun- 
son Parey’s Chirurg. 11. (1678) 273 His Guard had his 
Flasque full of Gunpowder set on fire. 1865 DouGALy 
Shooting (ed. 2) 66 The most pleasant flask to handle is that 
covered with leather. 

Jig. 1612-5 Bre. Hart Contenpl. O. T. xx. ix, This sul- 
phurous flaske [Rabshakeh], therefore, dyes in his own smoke. 
@163t Donne St. Lucie’s Day Wks. (Grosart) Il. 203 The 
sun is spent, and now his flasks Send forth light squibbs, no 
constant rayes, 

b. (See quot.) ? Obs. 
1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) F iij, Powder-flasks, 
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or flasks charged with gun-powder and fitted with a fuse, 
are..provided..to be thrown upon the enemy’s deck. 

3. A bottle, usually of glass, of spheroidal or 
bulbous shape, with a long narrow neck; applied 
esp. to the bottles of this form, protected by a 
covering of wicker-work or plaited grass, etc. in 
which wines and olive oil are exported from Italy 
(also more fully /lorence flask) ; a similar vessel 
for use ina laboratory. In verse sometimes used 
loosely for ‘ bottle’. Also, the contents or capacity 
of a flask. 

1693 SouTHERNE JZaid’s Last Prayer u.i, A drop of oil 
left in a flask of wine. 1697 Dampier Voy. 1. 535 A Flask 
of Wine which holds 3 quarts will cost 18 Stivers. 170 
De For 7rue-born Eng. 1. 60 They toss the flask. 1705-30 
S. Gate in Bibl. Topog. Brit. 111. 33 We..were entertained 
with several flasks of excellent Florence. 1708 W. Kine 
Cookery iv, Then for the Bourdeaux you may freely ask; 
But the Champaigne is to each man his flask. 1816 J. 
Situ Panorama Sc. §& Art Il. 12 Having fitted a brass 
cap..to the mouth of a thin bottle, or Florence flask. 
1841 W. Sparpinc /faly & Jt. Isl. 11. 42 In many graves 
earthen flasks. 1842 TENNyson Audley Crt. 26 A flask of 
cider from his father’s vats. 1878 Huxitry Physiogr. 40 To 
boil water in a glass vessel, such as a Florence flask. 1882 
Ouipa Maremma 1, 191 Had some black bread and a flask 
of water, 

+b. A definite quantity of liquid (see quot.). 

arjoo B. BK. Dict. Cant. Crew, Mlasque .. also a Pottle or 

five Pints and half, that quantity, formerly of Florence, now 
of any Wine. 

ec. A bottle of glass or metal, somewhat flat in 
shape and of size suitable to be carried in the 
pocket, intended to contain a supply of wine or 
other beverage for use on a journey; usually fur- 
nished with a screw-top, and (when made of glass) 
encased in leather for protection. 

1814 Scotr /Vav. xlvy, ‘You shall have it’, answered .. 
Waverley .. giving him some drink from his flask. 1860 
TynpDALt Glac. 1. xi. 80 Our brandy flasks were also nearly 
exhausted. 1861 Dickens Gt. Expect. xx, A pocket-flask 
of sherry. 

d. (See quot.) 

1872 Raymonp Statist. Mines §& Mining 16 Which claimed 
to have a capacity for delivering 4,000 flasks per month. 
1881 — Mining Gloss., Flask, an iron bottle in which quick- 
silver is sent to market. It contains 764 pounds. 

4. Founding. A frame orbox used to hold a portion 
of the mould for casting. [Perh. a distinct word.] 

1697 Evetyn WVusisi. vi. 214 Medals .. counterfeited by 
casting off in the Flask. a@1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Flasque, a Bottle of Sand, bound about with Iron, into 
which the melted Metal is by Coyners and others poured. 
1852-61 Archit. Publ. Soc. Dict.s.v., Hlask, a term used by 
ironfounders to express the iron or wood frame intended to 
receive the sand which forms the upper or the movable part 
of the mould. 

5. s.w. dial. A kind of basket (see quot.). 

[In Welsh fase; cf. FLasket (Welsh #asged), from which 
this may possibly be a back-formation. Cf. hawever the 
use of OF. j/ache for a certain measure of capacity for 
peas, etc.] 

1888 Evwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., Flask, the large 
oval basket used for linen by all washerwomen. 1891 Dazly 
News 15 May 7/2 A ‘flask’ containing either a turkey or 
a goose. 

G6. attrib. and Comb., as flask-case, -xlass, -shaped ; 
also, flask-leather, a fastening for a powder- 
flask; flask-shell, a mollusc whose shell is flask- 
shaped. 

1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4572/4 Her Majesty hath been 
graciously pleased .. to Grant unto Jane ‘Tasker .. the sole 
working and making of *Flask-Cases, and covering and 
casing with Flags, Rushes and Straw, *Flask glasses now 
used in England, in imitation of those which come from 
Florence, during the space of fourteen Years. 1598 Barret 
Theor. Warres 1. i. 34 With his..*Flask-leather upon the 
right thigh. 1835-6 Topp Cyc/, Anat. 1. 43/2 The cirrigrada 
have .. a large *flask-shaped stomach. 1868 Woop //omes 
without H,. v.105 A common British species, the *Flask 
Shell (Gastrochena modiolina) is notable for its habit of 
boring through various shells. 

[ad. Fr. 


+ Flask, 50.3 Obs. Also 7 flasque. 
Jlasque one of the cheeks of a gun-carriage, var. of 
Jiaque plank, beam, perh. of Teut. origin; cf. Ger. 
Jlach \evel, flat. In 16th c. fangue (app. = ‘side 
piece,’ f. flanc FLANK sb.1) occurs in the same 
sense.] The bed in a gun-carriage. 

1578 /uv. R. Wardrobe & Fewel-ho. (1815) 258 Ane flask 
of elme for ane moyane. ax7zoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Flasque ..a Carriage for Ordinance. 1721-1800 BaiLey, 
Flask, a Bed in the Carriage of a Piece of Ordnance. 

+ Flask, v.1 Ods. In 3 flaskien, vlasken. 
[See FLasH v.] 


1. ¢vans. To splash, sprinkle ;=FLAsH v. 2. 

a1225 Aucr. R. 314 Heo vlasked water beron. Zé/d., And 
3if dust of lihte bouhtes winded up to swude, flaskie teares 
on ham. : 

2. To cause to wave or flutter, to flap. 

1565 GoLpING Ozid’s Met. u.14 The weather flaskt and 
whisked vp her garmentes being slacke. Zézd. v1. 886 Boreas 
gan To flaske his wings, with wauing of the which he raysed 
than So great a gale. 


Flask (flask), v.2 [f. Fuask sd.2] trans. +a. 
To protect as a flask is protected. b. To put 
into a flask, 

are Curios. in Hush, §& Gard. 212, 1 put at the bottom of 
a 


essel the Ozier that flask’d a Glass Bottle. 1855 Brown- 
inc Popularity xii, There’s the extract, flasked and fine. 
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+ Fla‘sker, sd. Ods.—* 
(See quot.) 

1816 Chron. in Ann, Reg. 133 The smugglers, or, as they 
are styled from the manner of conveying the whisky, 
Flaskers .. They entered a house and deposited their Jaden 


flasks. 
+ Flasker (fle'ske1), v. Obs. exc. dial. [Ono- 


matopeeic, with frequentative suffix common in 
vbs. expressing agitated motion ; cf. FLasK v.!] 

1. intr. To flap about (as a fish) ; to flutter (as 
a bird); to flounder. 

1681 CueTHam Azgler’s Vade-m. vii. § 5 (1689) 76, Hale 
him not too near the top of the Water, lest by flaskering he 
break your Line. ¢1746 J. Cottier (Tim Bobbin) Lance. 
Dialect Wks. (1775) 29 Deawn coom | .. i’th Wetur .. on 
flaskert int’ eh geete how'd on o Sawgh. 1888 Sheffield 
Gloss., Flasker, to struggle, to flutter as a bird does its wings. 

2. trans. To smother, stifle; also, to bewilder. 

1818 R. Witsranam Cheshire Gloss., Flasker, to choke, 
or stifle; a person lying in the mud and unable to extricate 
himself, is said to be flaskered. 1884 Cheshire Gloss., ‘ For 
goodness sake, childer, howd yer din, aw’m fair flaskert 
wi’ th’ nize.’ 

Flasket (flaskét). Also 5-7 flaskett, 6 -it. 
[a. OF. flasquet (northern form of fachet), dim. of 
Jlasque, flache, FLASK sb.2 


Sense x appears to be unknown in Fr.; Welsh has 
Siasged in same sense, doubtless adopted from Eng. (cf. 
Frask sé,25). In sense 2 the earlier form is FLAcCKET.] 

1. ‘A long shallow basket’ (J.). 

1460-65 Churchw. Acc. St. Andrew's, Eastcheap in Brit. 
Mag. XXXI1. 395 Item for a baskett to put in the Juellys. . 
and for iij Flasketts. 1596 SrENSER Prothal. 26 They 
gathered flowers to fill their flasket. 1664 Evetyn Sylva 
(1776) 254 The Osier likewise yields more limber and 
flexible twigs for baskets, flaskets, &c. 1700 PARNELL Battle 
Frogs & Mice 1. 54 In vain the circled Loaves attempt to 
lie Conceal’d in Flaskets. 1770 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 220 
The Fauns thro’ ev’ry furrow shoot To load their flaskets 
with the fruit. a@1849 J. C. Mancan Poems (1859) 66 
A fisher with his teeming flasket. 1881 Miss Yonce Lads 
& Lasses Langley iv. 147 There was a great flasket, which 
they carried between them, each holding one handle. 

transf. 1756-66 Amory ¥. Buncle (1825) III. 79 His belly 
as a vast flasket of garbage projected monstrously before. 

b. A similar article made of metal. 

1610 G. FLetcner Christ's Vict. in Heaven 85 Bring, 
bring, ye Graces, all your silver flaskets. 1715 tr. Jad. 
D'Ano's Wks, 416 Precious Stones, Laces, Ribbands, all 
in large Flaskets of Filagreen Gold. 1725 Pore Odyss. x. 
420 The silver stands with golden flaskets grac’d. 

e. So much as is contained in a flasket. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VIL, c. 14 For a flasket of sope. iiii. d. 

d. dial. ‘ A shallow washing tub’ (Halliwell). 

1814 Pesce Suffl. to Grose, Flasket, an oval tub with two 
handles, used in washing. York. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., 
peried an oblong or oval-shaped tub used in washing 
clothes. 


2. A small flask. 

1577 Fenton Gold, Epist. 30 Dauid was a theefe when 
he conueyed the..flasket of water from the beds head of 
Saule. 1583 Wills § Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1860) 74 Thre 
glasse flasketts 3/. 1634 JJalory's Arthur vin. xxiv, They 
- saw a little flasket [1485 flacked] of gold stand by them, 
1891 A. Lane in Long. Mag. Aug. 444 And then he takes 
his flasket out, And drinks a rousing cup. 


+ Fla‘skisable, a. Obs. [ad. OF. flechisable 
(also spelt flaczsable), f. flechity to bend.] Pliable, 
inconstant, changeable. 

1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. vi. (1513) Divb, They be so 
flaskysable Who trusteth them shal fynde them ful vnstable. 
1430 — Bochas 1. xv. (1554) 116 Fortune of kynd is so 
flaskisable. F 

Flasklet (fla‘sklét). rare. A little flask. 

1862 T. A. TroLtore Marietta II. xv. 272 Flasklets.. 


ensconced in a. .cupboard. 
+Flasky, a. Ods. rare—1. [?f. FuasK sb + 


-y1l.] ? Belonging to a ‘ flask’ or muddy pool. 

1575 R.B. Appius §& Virginia E, Then flasky feends of 
Limbo Lake his ghoste do so turmoyle That he have neede 
of Carons helpe, for all his filthy toyle. 

Flasque (flask). er. [a. F. flasque] A 
bearing similar to a flanch, but occupying a 
smaller part of the field (see FLANcH sd.1), 

The heraldic use is not recorded in F., but in the sense 
‘cheek of a gun-carriage’ (see FLASK sé.) it was a synonym 
of langue, which had also a heraldic sense=FLancu sé,1 

1562 LeicH Armory 121 The fielde Or, ij. Flasques Azure. 
1610 GuiLttim Heraldry u. vi. (1611) 63 A flasque is an 
ordinary consisting of one arch line drawne somewhat 
distant from the corners of the chiefe and meanely swelling 
by degrees until you come towards the middest of the 
Escocheon, and from thence again decreasing with a like 
comely discent unto the sinister base points. 1721-1800 in 
Barvey, Flask. 1864 Boute.t Heraldry Hist. & Pop. vii. 
32 Flasques or Voiders..are formed by two curved lines, 
and are always borne in pairs. 1872 Ruskin Eagle's N. 
§ 235 The Flasque, a space of colour terminated by a curved 
line on each flank of the shield. 


+ Flat, sd. Ods. [a. OF. flat.] A blow, buffet. 


1320 Sir Beues 3432 Pe king of Scotlonde, wip is bat 
A 3af him swiche a sori flat Vpon be helm. c1330 Arth. 
§ Alerl. 4910 Ther com the king Gvinbat, And gaf Gueheres 
swiche a flat. 


Flat (flet),sd.2 [Alteration of FLxr, influenced 
by Fiat a, and sd.8 The word was until recently 
peculiar to Scotland, where the original form sur- 
vived into the present century. ] 

1. A floor or storey in a house. 


1801 A. RanKEN Hist. France I. 442 The houses con- 
sisted of several flats or stories 1827 Aun. Reg. 143 A 


[f. as prec. + -ER1] 


FLAT. 


tenement, consisting of three flats. 1861 Morning Post 
27 Nov., The numerous family .. in the fourth flat. 1887 
Times 27 Aug, 11/3 A fire broke out ina flat of the mill. 

2. A suite of rooms on one floor, forming a com- 
plete residence. First, second, etc. flat: a suite on 
the first, second, etc. floor. 

1824 Scorr Redgauntlet vy, We chose to imitate some of 
the conveniences: .of an English dwelling-house, instead of 
living piled up above each other in flats. 1845 Mrs. Joun- 
stone Edin. Tales I. 267/2 That comfortable, airy, roomy, 
first-flat, consisting of dining-room, parlour, three bed- 
rooms. 1887 Miss Brappon Like § Uniike II. iv., The 
rents of these flats seem to be extortionate. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as flat-house, -law; flat- 
builder, -dweller, -holder. 

1889 Pall Mall G. 21 May 6/3 The cunning way in which 
the flats are planned deserves study by all *flat-builders. 
1894 Daily News 4 Jan. 4/7 *Flat-dwellers and Hygiene. 
1894 Westm. Gaz. 10 Feb. 2/2 The defencelessness of the 
*flat-holder has been found out. 1884 Tiszes (weekly ed.) 
12 Sept. 14/1 Enormous ‘*flat’ houses. 1894 West. Gaz. 
to Feb, 2/2 She will settle a question of *flat-law. 


Flat (flet), ¢., adv., and sb.3 Forms: 5-7 flatte, 
(9 dial.) flatt, 4- flat. [a. ON. flatr (Sw. flat, 
Da. flad) =OHG. flag :—OTeut. *fato-. Cf. Fiur. 

No certain cognates are known; connexion with OAryan 
*plat-, plath- (Gr. whatvs, Skr. prthi, broad) is plausible 
with regard to the sense (cf. F. flat flat, believed-to be 
ultimately from mAarvs), but the representation of OAryan 


Z or 2 by Teut. ¢ (exc. when reduced from 7¢ after a long © 


vowel) is anomalous. The synonymous Ger. Zach is uncon- 
nected. ] 
A. adj. 
I. Literal senses. 

1. Horizontally level; without inclination. Of 
a seam of coal: Lying in its original plane of de- 
position; not tilted. 

¢ 1400 Dest, Troy 7326 He felle to be flat erthe. c 1440 
Prom. Parv, 164/t Flatt, bassus vel planus, 160% SHaks. 
Lear 1. ii. 7 Vhou all-shaking Thunder, Strike flat the 
thicke Rotundity o’ th’ world. 1634 Sir T. Hersert Trav. 
35 Houses ., flat a-top. 1634 Mitton Comus 375 Though 
sun and moon Were in the flat sea sunk, 1669 SturMy 
Mariner's Mag. vu. v. 6 As the common flat Mariners 
Compass doth divide the Horizon. 1805 Forsytu Beauties 
Scotd, I. 268 The strata near the Esk are termed flat seams 
of coal. 1842-76 Gwitr Archit. § 1903g, In India .. all 
buildings of any importance have flat roofs. 1860 TYNDALL 
Glac. 1. ix. 62, 1 reached the flat summit of che rock. 1879 
Harwan Lyesight ix. 133 A flat desk promotes a stooping 
position. 

b. Arch. Flat arch (see quots.). 

1715 Lront Padladio’s Archit. 1. xxiv, Arches. .flat (those 
are call’d so, which are but a Section ofa Circle). ddd. 1. 
xxv, Certain Arches are turn’d over the Cornices of Doors 
and Windows, which Workmen call Flat-Arches, to prevent 
the Doors and Windows from being press’d with too much 
weight. 1762 H. Watrote Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1765) 
I. v. 114 This Saxon style begins to be defined by flat and 
roundarches. 1872 SurpLry Gloss. Eccles. Terms, Flatarch. 
Anarch in which the sides of the voussoirs are cut so as 
to support each other, but their ends form a straight line 
top and bottom. 


2. Spread out, stretched or lying at full length 
(esp. on the ground) ; vare, exc. in predicative use 
(often quasi-advb.) with fal/, fling, lay, Me, etc. 

a. Chiefly of a person: Prostrate; with the 


body at full length. + Also in phr. a flat fall. 
¢ 1320 Six Benes 1040 A felde him flat to grounde. 1399 
Lanci. Rich. Redeles 11. 183 [The birds] ffell with her 
ffetheris flat vppon pe erthe..and mercy be-sou3te. c1440 
Facob’s Well 23 Sche..flatt on be ground cryed: ‘god.. 
haue mercy on me!’ cx1450 Hotitanp How/at 838 The 
folk..Flang him flat in the fyre. 1535 CoverDALE Jsa. 
xlix. 23 They shal fall before the with their faces flat vpon 
the earth. 1610 Suaxs. Tez. 11. ii. 16, le fall flat, Per- 
chance he will not minde me. 1621 Lapy M. Wrotu 
Urania 138 None parting from him without flat falles, or 
apparant losse of honour. 1657 J. SmitH JZyst. Rhet. 56 
Thus a great wound is called a scratch ; a flat fall, a foile. 
1719 De For Crusoe (1840) Il. xiv. 293 He laid me flat 
on the ground. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 290, 1 order’d 
every Man..to lye flat upon their Bellies till we had 
received the Fire of the Enemy. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. 
I. xxx. 41z The hunter is flat and motionless. _ 1860-z 
Fro. NicutincaLe NVzrsing 33, 1 have seen a patient fall 
flat on the ground who was standing when his nurse came 
into the room. 189 R. Kiretinc Vales from Hills 186 
That night a big wind blew.. the tents flat. 
b. Of a building or city : Level with the ground; 


also, levelled, overthrown. 

1560 Biste (Geney.) Yosh. vi. 20 The wall fell downe 
flat. 1607 Suaxs. Cov, mt. i. 204 This is the way to lay the 
Citie flat. 1666 Sour Ser. Consecr. Bp. Rochester Serm. 
(1737) I. v. 166 That Christ-Church stands so high above 
ground, and that the church of Westminster lies not flat 
upon it, is [etc.]. 1671 Mitton P. &. 1v. 363 What ruins 
kingdoms, and lays cities flat. Y 

Jig. 1611 Suaks. Cy7b. 1. iv. 23. To fortifie her iudge- 
ment, which else an easie battery might lay flat. 

e. Of things usually more or less erect or 


elevated. 

1671 Mitton P. R. u. 223 Cease to admire, and all her 
Plumes Fall flat. 4 

Jig. 1671 Mitton Sanzson 596, I feel..My hopes all flat. 
1684 T. Hockin Goa’s Decrees 333 To raise our expecta- 
tions of happiness high, and then to have them fall flat 


and low. 
+d. Ofa plant: Creeping, trailing on the ground. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. \xxxvi. 127 Verbenaca supina..in 
English Base or flat Veruayne. —__ ; \ 
e. Lying in close apposition; with its whole 


length or surface in contact irrespectively of posi- 
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tion. Maut. Of a sail: Flat aback or aft (see 
quot. 1815): said also of the vessel. 


1559 W. CunnincHAM Cosmogr. Glasse 86 Placing my 


Instrument flat on th’ earth. 1581 Map.et Diadl Destinie 
66 In theyr coursing they [Hares] apply their eares fast 
and flat to their backes. 1684 R. H. School Recreat, 138 
Spreading your Net on the Ground smooth and flat. 1715 
Desacuuiers Vives Inipr. 131 When it is open, it may 
be flat to the Chimney. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine 
(1789) s.v. Aback, Lay all flat Aback. 1796 WITHERING 
Brit. Plants 1V. 76 Saucers dark green, lying flat on the 
leaves, 1815 Malconer’s Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), Flat aft 
is the situation of the sails when their surfaces are pressed 
aft against the mast by the force of the wind. 1840 R. H. 
Dana Bef. Mast. vi, We found the vessel hove flat aback. 
1885 H. J. Sronorin Law Times LXXX. 119/1 The ladder 
was standing flat against the side wall. 
f. Paper-making. Packed without folding. 

1890 Jacost Prizting xxxi. 249 A ream may be either 
‘flat’, ‘folded’, or ‘lapped’. 

g. Of the hand: Extended, not clenched. 

1847 TenNyson Princ. 11. 345 The child Push'd her flat 
hand against his face and laugh’d. 1859 — Euzd 1565 
The brute Earl .. unknightly, with flat hand, However 
lightly, smote her on the cheek. 

3. Without curvature or projection of surface. 

a. Of land, the face of the country: Plain, 
level; not hilly or undulating. 

¢1440[see1]. 1553 BrenpDE Q. Curtius iv. 49, A Nacion.. 
inhabiting vpon a flat shore. 1610 SHaxs. Jes. Iv. i. 63 
Thy .. flat Medes thetchd with Stouer, them [Sheepe] to 
keepe. 1673 TEMPLE Observ. United Prov. Wks 1731 1. 44 
‘The whole Province of Holland is generally flat. 1748 Relat, 
Earthg. Linta 2 This Town was built on a low flat Point 
of Land. 1838 Murray's Hand-bk. N. Germ. 71 High dykes 
..protect the flat country from inundations, 1859 JEPHSON 
Brittany xii. 202 The country became more and more flat. 


b. Ofa surface; Without curvature, indentation, 


or protuberance ; plane, level. 

1551 T. Witson Logzke (1580) 37 When thei se the ground 
beaten flat roundabout. 1559 CUNNINGHAM Cosmegr. Glasse 
47 As touchyng your opinion, that th’ Earth is flat, I will 
prove it to be rounde. 1585 T. WasnincTon tr. Wicho- 
lay’s Voy, Ww. xxxvi. 159 b, Not any carved images of saints 
.. but on flat pictures painted. 1632 Lirucow 7vav. vi. 262 
The flat face of the Rocke. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 268 
That makes the Moulding flatter, this more circular. 1812-6 
J. Smitu Panorama Sc. & Art 1. 32 To grind one surface 
perfectly flat, it is..necessary to grind three at the same 
time. 1824 R. Sruart Hist. Steam Engine 179 The flat 
face to which the blocks are ground. 1882 Syd. Soc. Lex., 
Chest, flat. A chest which has lost its rounded front. 

e. Of the face or nose. 

c1400 Ywaine §& Gaw. 259 His face was ful brade & 
flat. 1560 Bisre (Geney.) Lev. xxi. 18 A man..that hath 
a flat nose. 1607 SHaks. 77Zvz0n wv. iii. 158 Downe with 
the Nose, Downe with it flat, take the Bridge quite away. 
1697 Dampier Voy. I. 325 Their Faces are oval, their Fore- 
heads flat. 1829 Lyrron Devereux u. iii, A very fiat, ill- 
favoured countenance. 1836 W. IrvinG Astoria II. 281 
Their noses are broad and flat at top. 

+d. Flat numbers: those corresponding to plane 
surfaces, i.e. numbers composed of two factors. 

1557 Recorpe Whetst. Ciij, Superficiall nombers, or 
Flatte nombers. 

e. Hat side (e.g. of a sword): opposed to the 
edge. Also to turn (a sword) flat. 

az1440 Sir Eglam. 1240 Syr Egyllamowre turnyd hys 
swerde flatt. 1727 W. SNELGRAVE Guinea § Slave Trade 
(1734) 236 Lifted up his broad Sword, and gave me a Blow 
on the Shoulder with the flat side of it. 1832 G. R. Porter 
Porcelain & Gl. 226 The flat side..is to be turned towards 
the observer. 1835 Lyrron Azenzi 1. ili, Touching the 
smith with the flat side of his sword, 

f. Having little projection from the adjacent 
surface. Rarely const. Zo. 

1728 Pore Dunc. 1. 43 With pert flat eyes she windowed well 
its head. 1865 CarLyLe Mredk. Gt. V. xiv. v. 201 It can 
now be discovered..by any eyes, however flat to the head. 


4. transf. in Painting. Without appearance of 
relief or projection. lat tint: one of uniform 
depth or shade. 


1755 Jounson, FZat, without relief, without prominence of 
the figures. 1821 Craic Lect. Drawing ii. 95 Throwing every 
mass of shadow into a flat tint. /ézd. iii. 153 The pictures 
..were in their general appearance, flat, insipid, and un- 
interesting, 1859 GutLick & Timps Paznt. 18 The impossi- 
bility of spreading a flat tint on the vellum, 1879 Cassed/’s 
Vechn. Educ. U1. 186 Pictures. .flat, and deficient in light 
and shade, or brilliance. 


5. With additional notion ; Having a broad level 
surface and little thickness. Of a foot: Touching 
the ground with the whole surface; but little 


arched. 

1430 Two Cookery-bks. 29 Serue hem in almost flatte. 
1530 Patscr. 312/2 Flatte as a thyng is that is brode. 
1577-87 Harrison Lngland ut. ili, (1878) ut. 224 Of fishes. . 
I find fiue sorts, the flat, [etc.]. 1597 GrrarDE Herbal 58 
Flat wheate is.. bearded and bordered with very rough and 
sharpe ailes, wherein consisteth the difference. 1613-39 
I. Jones in Leoni Padladio’s Archit. (1742) 11. 44 Those 
great Pilasters in the Angle of the inside of the Temple are 
too flat. 1632 Lirucow 7¥av. vi. 247 They weare on their 
heads flat round Caps. 1697 Damrter Voy. 1. 49 The Booby is 
a Water-fowl..her Feet are flat like a Ducks Feet. arzaxr 
Keir, Maupertuis’ Diss. (1734) 65 These conjectures con- 
cerning flat Stars .. are rather the stronger. 1769 Mrs. 
Rarratp Lug. Housekpr. (1778) 303 To collar Flat Ribs of 
Beef. 1840 LarpNeR Geom. 34 This ruler consists of a flat 
piece of wood with a straight edge. 1859-74 TENNYSON 
Vivien 348 May this hard earth cleave..and close again, 
and nip me flat, If I be such a traitress, 1888 Lockwood's 
Dict. Mech. Eng., Flat File..is either a tapered or a 








FLAT. 


parallel file, 1882 Quain Axaz. (ed. 9) I. 8 Tabular or flat 
bones, like the scapula, ilium, and ha bones forming the 
roof and sides of the skull. 


+b. Of false dice: Broad and thin. Ods. 

e1550 Dice-Play Ajb, A bale of flatte synke deuxis.. 
A bale of flat cater trees. 1711 Pucxre Clué 30 Flats. 
Note, Dice flatter than they are long, to throw Trays and 
Quaters. 

ce. Of a blade, as opposed to ‘ three-edged ’. 

d. Phrases: flat as a flawn, flounder, pancake 
(see those sbs.). 

e. Of a vessel: Wide and shallow. 

1471 Bury W7lls (Camden) 242, I peluem laton voc’ a flat 
basyn. 1492 /did. 75 My flatte gylte cuppe. 1533 W7l/ of 
C. Bedford in Weaver Wells Wills 27 John Bys the 
yonger a fflat cuppe of sylver. 1552 Hutoet, Flatte bole 
for wine, ecfatala. 1611 Biste Lev. ii. 5 A meate offering 
baken in a panne [warg. on a flat plate]. 

II. Senses of figurative origin. 

6. Unrelieved by conditions or qualifications ; 
absolute, downright, unqualified, plain; peremp- 
tory. Now chiefly of a denial, contradiction, etc., and 
in Shaksperian phrases, flat blasphemy, burglary. 

155t T. Witson Logike (1567) 61a, The aunswerer must 
still vse flatte deniyng. 1577 Norrusrooke Dicing (1843) 
121 Whosoeuer taketh and keepeth the mony of another. . 
sheweth himself a flat theefe. 1586 B. Younc Gzazzo's 
Civ. Conv. wv. 183 1f I would tel you a flat lie, I wold say 
no. 1592 GREENE Ufst. Courtier in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) 
II. 248 Why, Sir, to be flat with you, you liue by your 
legges. 1603 SHaks. Afeas. for Meas, 1. ii. 131 That in 
the Captaine’s but a chollericke word, Which in the souldier 
is flat blasphemie, x161x Beaum. & Fi. King & No King 
Iv. ili, This is my flat opinion, which I’ll die in. 1614 Br. 
Hatt Recoll. Treat. 864 Who knowes not, that S. Homer, 
and S. Virgil are flat forit? 1641 Mitton Ch, Govt. 1. (1851) 
23 His Son Constantius prov’d a flat Arian. 1685 BAXTER 
Paraphr. N. T. 1 Cor. vit. 12, 13 I bring you not this as a 
flat command of Christ, but as my best Advice. 1699 Bent- 
Ley Phal. 304 A piece of flat Nonsense. 1713 Swirt Afollo 
outwitted vii, She gave no flat denial, 1788 T. JEFFERSON 
Writ. (2859) II. 551 In flat contradiction to their Arret of 
December last. 1839 KeicutLey Hist. Eng. 1.97 He claimed 
to be put in possession .. but met with a flat refusal. 1871 
Mortey Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. 163 A flat impostor. 189 R. 
Kiprinc Zales from Hills 212 It’s flat, flagrant disobe- 
dience! 

b. In the conclusive expression, Zhat’s flat (a) 
formerly = that’s the absolute, undeniable truth ; 
(6) a defiant expression of one’s final resolve or 
determination. 

1588 Suaxs. Z.Z. LZ. ut. i. 102 The Boy hath seld him 
a bargaine, a Goose, that’s flat. 1596 — 1 Hew. IV, 1. ii. 
43. 1665 Surv. Af. Netherl. 120 Its the greatest Bogg of 
Europe. .that’s flat. 1716 Appison Drusimer 1. i, Vl give 
Madam warning, that’s flat. 1852 SMepLey ZL. Arundeli. 
15 ‘I won't, then, that’s flat’, exclaimed Rachel. 

ce. Of a calm: Complete, ‘dead’. 

1651 Howe. Venice 119 The wind..became..a flat calm. 
1697 Dampier Voy. I. 415 It fell flat calm. 1880 Lapy 
Brassey Sunshine §& Stornt 34 Half an hour later it was 
a flat calm. 


7. Wanting in points of attraction and interest ; 
prosaic, dull, uninteresting, lifeless, monotonous, 
insipid. Sometimes with allusion to sense Io. 

a. of composition, discourse, a joke, etc. Also 
of a person with reference to his composition, con- 


versation, etc. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bh. (Camden) 20 Mi over flat and 
homeli kind of writing. 1656 Br. Hatt Occas. Med. (1851) 
63 They have proved .. poor and flat in all other subjects. 
1662 Pepys Diary 11 May, A dull, flat Presbiter preached. 
17x Appison Sfect. No. 124 P 2 We should complain of 
many flat Expressions. 1712 W. Rocers Voy. Introd. 16 
Such strange Stories, as make the Voyages of those who 
come after .. to look flat and insipid. 1806-7 J. BERESFORD 
Miseries Hum. Life (1826) vit. xxx, The longest story of 
the flattest proser that ever droned. 1822 Haztirr Tad/e-t. 
Ser. 1. x. (1869) 204 The flattest thing of yours they can 
find. 186 M. Parrison Zss. (1889).1. 31 A rather flat 
treatment of trite themes. 1866 G. Macponatp An. Q. 
Neighd. xiii. (1878) 254 I am rather a flat teller of stories. 
1889 County x. in Cornhill Mag. Mar., He is always appre- 
ciative of the flattest joke. 

b. of one’s circumstances, surroundings, etc. 
r6oz Suaxs. Hawi. 1. ii. 133 How weary, stale, flat, and 
vnprofitable Seemes to me all the vses of this world. 1706 
Arrersury Funeral Sern. 8 All Earthly Satisfactions must 
needs... grow flat and unsavory. 1798 CoLERIDGE Fears i 
Solitude 67 How flat and wearisome they feel their trade. 
1848 Mrs. Gaske.t JZ. Barton xvii, It seems so flat to be 
left behind. 1884 Q. Victoria More Leaves 25 It seemed 
to strike me much less than when I first saw it, as all is flat 
now. 
ce. Zo fall flat (said of a composition, discourse, 
etc.): to prove unattractive, uninteresting, or in- 


effective ; to fail in exciting applause or approval. 
1841 Macautay W. Hastings (1880) 654 The best written 
defence must have fallen flat. 1860 Dickens Lett. (1880) 
If. 125 All my news falls flat. 1885 C. L. Pirxis Lady 
Lovelace 11. xxv. 80 The haranguing .. fell as flat as the 
reasoning. ‘ f 
8. Deficient in sense or mental vigour; stupid, 


dull, slow-witted. 

1599 Suaks. Hen. V, Prol. 9 Pardon, Gentles all: The 
flat vnraysed Spirits, that hath dar’d..to bring forth So 
great an Obiect. 1601 Sir J. Octe Parlie at Ostend in Sir 
F. Vere Cowimt. 158 Nor do I believe that..any of you judge 
me so flat, or so stupid. @ 1680 Butter Kem. (1759) I. 132 
No dull Idolater was ere so flat In Things of deep and solid 
Weight, 1878 SeeLey Sez 1. 312, I look for nothing from 
empty, slow, flat people. 


FLAT. 


9. Wanting in energy and spirit ; lifeless, dull. 
Also, out of spirits, low, dejected, depressed. 

x602 SHaks. Ham, tv. vii. 31 You must not thinke That 
we are made of stuffe, so flat, and dull, That, [etc.]. 1642 
Dx. Newcast Le Let. in Life (1886) 330 The town will not 
admit of me..so I am very flat and out of countenance 
here. ¢c1680 BevertpGE Sermz. (1729) I. 37 Lest he should 
grow flat in his devotions. 180x Aled. Frul. V. 324 Her 
spirits were dull and flat. 1805 Lams Le?¢. (1888) I. 213, 
I am now calm, but sadly taken down and flat. 1844 ALB. 
Smitu Adv. Mr. Ledbury xxiii. (1886) 71 The audience .. 
not witnessing any situation half so comic as the one they 
had just seen, were proportionately flat. 

b. Of trade, etc.: Depressed, dull, inactive. 

1831 Lincoln Herald 30 Dec. 1 The trade for barley is 
exceedingly flat. 1894 Zzses (weekly ed.) 9 Feb. 123/2 
Tallow trade, flat, but prices unchanged. 1894 Dazly 
News 1 June 3/5 A flat market for maize. 

10. Of drink, etc. : That has lost its flavour or 


sharpness ; dead, insipid, stale. 

1607*Hrvwoop Woman kilde Epil., The wine. .drunk too 
flat. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 367 Spirit of Wine burned .. 
tasteth nothing so hot in the Mouth.. but flat and dead. 
1708 J. Puitirs Cyder 1. 49 Fruit .. to the Tongue inelegant 
and flat. 1772 Priestiey in Phil. Trans. LX. 154 When 
-. cyder is become flat or dead. 1861 Gro. Eior S7las AZ. 
20 Tankards sending forth a scent of flat ale. 

11. Of sound, a resonant instrument, a voice : Not 
clear and sharp; dead, dull. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 154 If..you stop the Holes ofa Hawkes 
Bell, it will make no Ring, but a flat noise, or Rattle. 21663 
SanveErson in Treas. Dav. Ps. cl. 5 The cymbal will be flat, 
it will have no life or spirit in it. 1718 Prior Pleasure 
sor Too flat I thought this voice, and that too shrill. 1831 
Brewster Wat. Magic ix. (1833) 217 The .. variety of sounds 
.. produced by the report of his fowling-piece. Sometimes 
they are flat and prolonged, at other times short and 
sharp. 

b. AZusic. Of a note or singer: Relatively low 
in pitch; below the regular or true pitch. B,D, Z, 
etc. flat: a- semitone lower than B, D, E, etc. Of 
-an interval or scale: =MInor. 

1591 Suaxs. Two Gent. 1. ii. 93 Now you are too flat; 
And marre the concord, with too harsh a descant. 1597 
Mortey /utrod. Mus. 3,0 .. signifying the halfe note and 
flatt singing. 1609 DouLtanp Ornith. Alicrol. 15 To sing fa 
in a flat Scale. 1613 Drumm. or Hawrn. Poems 144 Like 
Arions Harpe Now delicately flat, now sweetly sharp. 1674 
Prayrorp Skill Mus. u1. 95 A flat Third lower, is C fa ut. 
1678 Puitties s. v. Clif, The B-Cliff .. being only to shew 
when Notes are to be sung flat. 1691 Ray Creation 204 
Cartilages and Muscles to contract or dilate it [the wind- 
pipe} as we would have our Voice Flat or Sharp. 1773 
Barrincton in Phil, Trans. LXIII. 270 The flat third is 
plaintive. 1874 Hers Soc. Press. iii. 46 For the sixth time 
he hears C flat instead of C sharp played. 1875 OusELEY 
Harmony v.67 All the fifths in tuning keyed instruments, 
are tuned a little flatter than perfection. 

ce. quasi-adv. 

Mod, She has a tendency to sing flat. 

12. Gram. +a. Of an accent, a syllable: Un- 
stressed. 

1589 PutrennAm Eg, Poesie u. xiii. (Arb.) 135 [Re] being 
tthe first sillable, passing obscurely away with a flat accent 
is short. ‘1612 BrinsLey Pos. Parts (1669) 94 Every Noun 
Substantive Commune increasing flat or short in the Geni- 
tive case, is the Masculine Gender. What mean you by 
this, to increase flat? A. To have the last syllable but one 
pressed down flat in the pronouncing. 

b. Of a consonant: Voiced, i.e. uttered with 
vibration of the vocal chords,.e.g. 0, d, v, etc., as 
opposed to breath, e.g. J, ¢, 7 etc. 

1874 R. Morris “ist. Eng. Gram. § 54 B and d, &c. are 
said to be soft or flat, while p and t, &c. are called hard or 
sharp consonants. 

13. Stock-exchange (U.S.) Stock is said to be 
borrowed /fat, when the lender allows no interest 
on the money he takes as security for it (Cet. and 
Standard Dicts.). 

14. Comb. 

a. In parasynthetic adjs., as flat-backed, -billed, 
-breasted, -browed, -chested, -crowned, -decked, 
-ended, -faced, -floored, -handled, -heeled, -hoofed, 
-mouthed, -pointed, -ribbed, -roofed, -soled, -stemmed, 
-surfaced, -toothed, -topped, -visaged. 

1688 R. Hotme Avmmoury i. ix. 185/1 *Flat Backed, when 
it [(Grey-Hound] is even between the neck, and spaces. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Psexd. Ep. 11. xix. 154 *Flat-bild birds. 1688 
J. Crayton in Phil. Trans. XVII. 990 All Flat-bill’d Birds 
that groped for their Meat. 1667 N. Farrrax zdid. IL. 548 
This Woman was as *flat-breasted asa Man. 1838 DickENs 
O. Twist viii, A snub-nosed, *flat-browed .. boy. 177 
Smotiett H. Clinker Wks. 1806 VI. 63 She is .. awkward, 
*flat-chested, and stooping. 1664 Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. 
Soc.) Il. 8 For a new hat *flat-croun’d 7s. 6d. 1884 J. Cot- 
BorNE /Jicks Pasha g7 A *flat-decked vessel. 1859 Handbk. 
Turning 97 A fine *flat-ended tool. 1859 Hers Fr-tends 
in C. Ser. ut. II, viii. 1443 The Sea..a melancholy *flat-faced 
thing. 1867Smytu Sazlor's Word-bk. 304* F lat-floored boats. 
1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1059/4 *Flat-handled Silver Spoons, 
1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 267 Shoes *flat- 
heeled. 1697 Lond. Gaz. No. 3301/4 A..punch Horse. .*flat 
Hoofed. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 1088 *F flatt mowthede as 
‘afluke. 1710 J. Harris Lex. Techa, I1,*F lat-pointed Nails. 
1684 Loud. Gaz. No. 1908/4 One Dark brown Gelding .. a 
little *flat Ribb’d. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. ix. 185/2 
Flat Ribbed, is when the both side Ribbs [of a Grey- Hound] 
cling and are near to gather. 1598 Haxtuyt Voy. III. 391 
Their houses are *flat-rooffed. 1847 Disrartt Tancred 1. 
xii, Flat-roofed villages nestle amid groves of mulberry trees. 
1662 J. Daviss tr. Olearius’ Voy, Ambass. 377 Their shooes 
are low and *flat-soal’d. 1849 James Woodman ix, The.. 
tread of the abbess in her flat-soled sandal. 186z Miss Pratr 
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Flower. Pl. V1. 89 *Flat-stemmed Meadow grass. 1794 
Suttivan View Nat. I. 193 Place a *flat-surfaced bottle 
empty on its side. 1766 Pennant Zool. (1769) III. 9 The 
fossil tooth of. .some *flat-toothed fish, 1862 ANsTED Channel 
Isd. 1, ii. (ed. 2) 32 The southern islet is..*flat-topped. 1774 
Curtis in Phil. Trans. LXIV. 383 They are *flat-visaged. 
b. With pr. pple. forming adj, as flat-lyzng. 

; 1765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric. (ed. 2) 284 Low flat-lying 
anda, 

15. Special comb., as flat-arch (see 1 b); flat- 
back, (a) (see quot. 1888) ; (4) s/anzg, a bed bug 
(Farmer) ; + flat-bean, a name for some species of 
Lupinus; flat-bedded a. (Geol.), having a naturally 
plane cleavage; flat-bill, a name for certain birds 
having broad, flat bills, e.g. a bird of the genus 
Platyrhynchus ; flat-body (Zntom.), the name of 
a moth; flat candle, a candle used in a flat-candle- 
stick; flat candlestick, one with a broad stand and 
short stem; a bedroom-candlestick ; flat-car (U.S.), 
‘a railroad-car consisting of a platform without sides 
or top; a platform-car’ (Cent. Dict.) ; flat chisel, 
a smoothing chisel; flat-crown (47ch.) = CORONA 
4; flat-feet (see quot.); flat-hammer, ‘the hammer 
first used by the gold-beater in swaging out a pile 
of quartiers or pieces of gold ribbon’ (Knight) ; 
+: flat-house, ?a sheriff’s office, a roofed shed for 
impounded animals; flat impression (Przting), 
see flat-pull; + flat-lap, a term describing a par- 
ticular posture of the leaves of a plant (see quot.) ; 
flat-lead, sheet lead ; flat move (slang: see quot.) ; 
flat nail (see quot.); flat-orchil, a kind of lichen, 
Roccella fusiformis, used as a dye (Ogilvie 18 . .) ; 
‘+ flat-piece, a shallow drinking-cup; flat pliers, 
pliers having the holding part or jaws flat; flat- 
pressing (see quot.); flat pull Printing (see 
quot.); flat race, a race over clear and level 
ground, as opposed to hurdle-racing or steeple- 
chasing ; whence /flat-racer, -racing; flat-rail, ‘a 
railroad rail consisting of a simple flat bar spiked 
to a longitudinal sleeper’ (Knight); flat rod (see 
quot.); flat-roof v. ¢vans., to cover with a flat 
roof; flat rope (see quots,); flat seam /Vauz, (see 
quot.); flat-sheets A/. (@) Alining (see quots.) ; 
(6) Geol. and Mining, ‘thin beds, flat veins, or 
blanket veins or deposits of some mineral usvally 
different from the adjacent layers; often contact- 
deposits’ (Standard Dict.); flat-square a., of a 
file: one whose section is a rectangle; flat-stone 
(a) a kind of stone which cleaves into thin slabs; 
(6) (see quot. 1847); flat-tool (a), ‘a turning 
chisel which cuts on both sides and on the end, 
which is square’ (Knight) ; (6) an elongated conical 
tool used in seal-engraving for bringing ribbons 
or monograms to a flat surface (Cent. Dict.) ; 
flat-top (U.S.), a name for Vernonia novebora- 
censis; flat-ware, ‘plates, dishes, saucers and the 
like, collectively, as distinguished from hollow- 
ware’ (Cent. Dict.) ; flat-work, (a) Mining (see 
quot. 1851); (6) a piece of material of any kind 
wrought into a flat shape; flat-worm (Zoo/.), an 
animal of the class Platyhelmintha. Also FLAt- 
BOAT, -BOTTOM, -CAP, -FISH, -FOOT, HEAD, etc. 

1888 Appy Sheffield Gloss., *Flat-back, a common knife 
with its back filed down after it is put together. 1597 
GerarvE Herbal 1042 Of the *flat Beane called Lupine. 
1657 W. Cotes Adam in Eden cexii. 333 Some call them 
[Lupines] Flat-beans. 1793 SMEATON Eadystone L. § 221 No 
quarries affording *flat bedded stones having occurred. 1860 
Gossr Rom. Nat. Hist. 17 The *flat-bill uttered his plaintive 
wail. 1819 SAMOUELLE Lntomol. Compend. 443 Tinea ap- 
plana, the common*Flat-body. 1860 J. Curtis Harm Insects 
411 The..Flat-body Moth. 1836-9 Dickens Sz. Boz, Scenes 
xv. (1892) 125 The flaring *flat candle with the long snuff. 
1493 Bury Wills (1850)81 Another *flatt candelstyke of laton. 
1859 Dickens Haunted Ho. v. 22 A bedroom candlestick 
and candle, or a flat candlestick and candle—put it which 
way you like. 188z Chicago Times 18 June, Demolishing a 
couple of *flat-cars, 1688 R. Hotme Armoury ui. viii. 
3590/1 The third is termed a Chissel, or a *Flat Chissel. 
1881 Younc Every man his own Mechanic § 568 The flat 
chisel .. is used for smoothing the work, or taking off the 
remaining wood that was left by the gouge. 1704 J. Harris 
Lex. Techn. 1. s.v. Corona, The *Flat-Crown, is .. a par- 
ticular Member in the Dorick Gate. .it hath six times more 
Breadth than Projecture. 1873 Slang Dict., *Flat-feet, the 
battalion companies in the Foot Guards. 1698 S. SEwALL 
Diary 9 Mar. (1878) I. 472 Our Horses are broke out of 
themselves, or else are taken out of the stable. .Sent presently 
to their *flat-house, but hear nothing of them. 1706 /éid. 
25 Mar. (1879) II. 157 Surpris'd the Sheriff and his Men at 
the Flat-house. 1890 Jacost Printing xxi. 185 Pull three 
or four good sound *flat impressions, with not too much ink. 
1671 Grew Axat. Plants 1. iv. § 16 Where the Leaves are 
not so thick set, as to stand in the Bow-Lap, there we have 
the Plicature, or the *Flat-Lap. 1812 J. H. Vaux Flash 
Dict. s.v., Any attempt or project that miscarries, or any 
act of folly or mismanagement in human affairs is said to be 
a*flat move. c1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 135 */’lat nails 
are small sharp-pointed nails, with flat thin heads. 1422-3 
Abingdon Acc. (Camden) 92 Item j. *flatpece argenti. 1530 
PatsGr. 220/2 Flatte pece, fasse. 1535 CoveRDALE 1 Kings 
vii. 50 Flat peces, charges, basens. 188x Younc Every 
man his own Mechanic § 275 A pair of *flat pliers, of the 
ordinary kind. 1881 Porcelain Wks. Worcester 21 The 
manufacture of plates and dishes is called *Flat Pressing. 
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1888 Jacosr Printers’ Voc., *Flat pull (or impression), a 
simple proof without under or overlaying. 1848 THACKERAY 
Bk. Snobs xv, Sporting Snobs .. who .. rode *flat races. 
1886 Eart or SuFFOLK, etc. Racing (Badm. Libr.) i. 37 
A few *flat-racers have come over [from Ireland] to us. 
Ibid., Steeple-chasing ii. 289 As a rule, *flat-racing is a bad 
preparation for the jumper. 1890 Dazly News 17 Feb. 3/5 
When the flat-racing season begins. 1860 Uve’s Dict. Arts 
(ed. 5) II. 226 *# lat rods in mining, a series of rods for 
communicating motion from the engine, horizontally, to the 
pumps or other machinery in a distant shaft. 1717 Tasor 
in PAzl. Trans, XXX. 562 The Grzcians us’d to cover or 
*Flat-roof their Houses with these [tessellated] Pavements. 
1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 878/2 Some *flat ropes, for 
mining-shafts, are made by sewing together a number of 
ropes, making a wide, flat band. 1867 Smytu Sazlor's Word- 
bk., *Flat-seant, the two edges or selvedges of canvas laid 
over each other and sewed down. 1869 R. B. SmytH Godd- 
fields Victoria 61x *Flat-sheets, sheet iron flooring at the 
brace and in the plats and junction of drives to facilitate the 
turning and management of trucks. 1892 Northumbld. 
Gloss., Flat sheets, smooth iron plates laid over an even 
floor at a pit bank, on which the tubs are run to be emptied 
or returned to thecage. 1831 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metall. 
299 The files are *flat square. 1677 PLor Ox/ordsh. iv. § 31. 
77 The Houses are covered, for the most part in Oxford- 
shire (not with tiles) but *flat-stone. 1847 HaLiiweE Lt, /7at- 
stone, a measure of iron-stone. 1853 O. Byrne Artisan's 
Handbk. 28 *F lat tools for turning hard wood, ivory, and 
steel. 1859 BartLetr Dict. Amer., [ron Weed, a plant, 
called in the North-eastern States *Flat Top. 1653 Man- 
LovE Lead-Mines 264 Roof-works, *Flat-works, Pipe-works. 
1686 Prot Staffordsh. ix. § 7.335 In hammering of this flat- 
work they beat the plates first one by one. 1851 Tappinc 
Gloss. to Manlove, Flat Work, a mining term descriptive of 
a species of lead mine, so called from its form, which is 
broad, spreading horizontally, not without inclination, 

B. adv. (Cf. A. 2, in many examples of which 

the word admits of being taken as adv.) 

+1. By horizontal measurement. Ods. 

1663 GERBIER Counsel 82 Fret seelings..the workmanship 
only at five shillings a yard, measured flat. 

2. Downright, absolutely, positively, plainly; 
entirely, fully, quite. Cf. DEAD adv.2. Now rare. 

1577-87 Ho.insHepD Chron. II. 33/2 As for Gerrot it differ- 
eth flat from Girald. a@is9x R. GrEENHAM Sermz. i. (1599) 

8 They that are thus borne again .. cannot fall flat away 
by sin. 1601 Dent Pathw. Heaven 246, lam flat of your 
minde. 1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 114 The Iron of a Plane 
is said to be set Rank, when its edge stands so flat below 
the Sole of the Plane, that. .it will take off a thick shaving. 
1770 JENNER Placid Man II. 117 Sir Harry contradicted 
him flat. 1784 Bace Barham Downs I1. 242 That wild 
thing, Peggy, told me, flat and plain, if I did so again, she 
would pull it off. 1859 Barrietr Dict. Amer., Llat broke, 
utterly bankrupt, entirely out of money. 

+3. Directly, exactly. With respect to the 
quarter of the heavens: Due, flat against: lt. 


and fig. directly contrary to. Cf. DEap adv. 3. 
153r Tinpate £.xf. Fohn (1537) 28 When the Sonne is 
flat sowth. 1538 LeLvanp /¢iz. LV. 54 Then Porte Crokerton 
flat Est. 1562 Cooper Anusw. Priv. Masse 80b, Christes 
wordes and institution is so flat agaynste you, as you [etc.]. 
1653-4 WHITELOCKE Frnl, Swed, Emb. (1772) I. 123 The 
wind continued flatt and high against Whitelocke’s course. 


4. (To sit) fat down: plump on the ground. 

1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxviii, Sitting flat down 
on the floor, 

C. absol. and sb.3 

1. absol. (quasi-sb.) That which is flat. On the 
fiat: on paper or canvas; on a smooth surface, as 
opposed to 27 relief. From the flat: from a paint- 
ing or drawing on paper, canvas, etc. (oppesed to 
Srom the round). 

1862 J. C. Ropinson tad. Sculpt. 60 Luca. simultaneously 
with his enamelled terra-cotta sculptures, also practised 
painting ..on the flat.” 1884 Cassedl’s Kam. Mag. Mar. 
216/x Occupied in shading in chalk from the flat. 1885 
G. Atten Babylon v, To model a composition in relief from 
an engraving on the flat. 

b. The flat surface or portion (of anything) ; 
esp. the broad surface (of a blade) as opposed to 
the edge ; also, the inside of the open hand, etc. 

Sometimes treated as a sb. admitting of a plural, as ‘ with 
the ats of their swords’; but_/a¢ is more usual. 

¢ 1374 CuAucer 7voylus 1v. 899 (927) Beth rather to hym 
cause of flat than egge. 1470-85 Matory Arthur xvi. viii, 
Syre Bors .. gafe hym grete strokes with the flatte of his 
swerd vpon the vysage. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 145 The Strings 
of a..Violl.. doe giue a far greater Sound, by reason of 
the Knot, and Board, and Concaue vnderneath, than if 
there were nothing but onely the Flat of a Board. 167 
Grew Axat, Plantst. i. § 16 This Cuticle is not only spread 
upon the Convex of the Lobes, but also on their Flats, 
where they are contiguous. 1719 Dr For Crusoe (1840) I. 
iv. 69 On the flat of the green..I resolved to pitch my tert. 
1727 W. SNELGRAVE Guinea § Slave Trade (1734) 258 He 
gave me a slight blow on the Shoulder, with the flat of his 
Cutlace. 1779 Forrest Voy. NV. Guinea 77 An island. .like 
the flat of a plate turned bottom up. 1816 KraTINGE Trav. 
(1817) II. 264 The breast, loins, flat of the neck. 1828 Scotr 
F. M. Perth iii, Striking the flat of his hand against that 
which the armourer expanded towards him. 1833 Regwé. 
Instr. Cavalry 1. 47 The flat of the thigh to the saddle. 
1861 Dickens Gt, Hxpect. xlvi, Here’s old Bill Barley on 
the flat of his back. 1885 Manch. Exam. 23 June 5/3 The 
military..cleared the piazza with the flats of their swords, 

e. Level country. In Horse-racing : level ground 
without hedges or ditches; cf. flat-race; also, the 
level piece of turf at the end of some race-courses. 


Hence ge. The race-course. 

1836 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 180 Sic a. .body 
.. could never hae been bred or born on the flat. 3847 
G. H. H. Oxtenant Law conc. Horses, etc. App. 278 A. F. 
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Across the Flat 1 M. 2 Fur. 24 Yds. 1877 Ouipa Puck ix, 
Your young lordling spends all his ..time on the ‘flat’. 
1886 EArt or SurFoLk, etc. Racing (Badm. Libr.) 273 In 
steeple-chases, hurdle races, and on the flat. 1892 J. Kent 
Racing Life C, Bentinck ii. 48 He will win .. unless a crow 
flies down his throat as he comes across the flat. 

2. A horizontal plane; a level as opposed to 
aslope. + Ox the flat of: on the level or plane 
of. + Of a flat; on the same flat; on the same 
level or plane. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn.t. v.§ 5.24 No perfect discouerie 
can bee made vppon a flatte, or a leuell. 1607 CHAPMAN 
Bussy @ Ambois Plays 1873 11. 3 They move with equall 
feet on the same flat. 1626 Bacon Sylza § 805 It were 
good to trie that Exposing of Flesh or Fish both .. 
some height aboue the Earth, and vpon the Flat of the 
Earth. 1636 Massincer Baskf Lover un. i, It was not in 
The power of fortune to remove me from The flat I firmly 
stood on. 1650 Trapp Clavis III. 17 The cloud levelled 
mountains, raised vallies, and laid all of a flat; that is.. 
made all plain. 1791 BentHam Pavofpt. 1.155 A declivity 
is..preferable by far to a dead flat. 1822 T. STRANGEWaYS 
Mosquito Shore 28 This high eminence has a flat at top of 
about 1500 acres. 


b. Sometimes opposed to fal/. 

1645 FULLER Good Th. in Bad T. (1841) 68 Either on the 
flat of an ordinary temper, or in the fall of an extraordinary 
temptation. 1887 Ruskin Preterita II. ii. 60 Some three 
inches of fall to a foot of flat. 

+c. A geometrical plane, irrespective of position ; 
an even surface. 

1624 Wotton Archit. 1. 83 It comes neere an Artificiall 
Miracle ; to make diuerse distinct Eminences appeare vpon 
a Flat, by force of Shadowes. 1659 Moxon 7'xtor Astron, 
v. (1686) 137 A Plain in Dyalling is that Flat whereon a Dyal 
is Described. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk § Selv. 69 Whatsoever 
moves as much In a flat as it can for the earths rim, we 
reckon [etc.] 

+d. A plane figure. Obs. rare. 

1674 JEAKE Avith. (1696) 175 Those Superficial Figures 
called Like Flats .. are such .. as bear a certain Proportion 
in their Sides unto each other. 

3. Building. a. The horizontal part of a roof, 
usually covered with lead. 

1842 BRaNDE Dict. Sc. etc., Flat, that part in the covering 
of a house, of lead or other metal which is laid horizontal. 
1855 Act 18-19 Vict. c. 122 § 17 Fifteen inches above the 
highest part of any flat or gutter. 

+b. A landing on a stair-case ; also, the ‘ tread’ 
of a stair. 

1730 A. Gorpon Maffei’s Amphith, 290 A Stair of 20 
Steps, interrupted by a Flat. 1793 Smeaton Edyséone L. 
§ 88 There was but one flat or tread of a step above the 
center of the house. 

4. Mining. a. A horizontal bed or stratum of 
coal, stone, etc.; a horizontal vein of metal, or 
a lateral extension of'a vein. 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict., The Flat always lies on that 
Side of the Vein which Faces the Water. 1793 SMEATON 
Edystone L. § 108 The quarry-men .. cross-cut the large 
flats, which are laid bare. 1881 Raymonp JZining Gloss., 
Flat, a horizontal vein or ore-deposit auxiliary to a main 
vein; also any horizontal portion of a vein elsewhere not 
horizontal. 1883 GresLey Gloss. Coal Mining, Flats, sub- 
terraneous beds or sheets of trap rock or whin. 1886 G. A. 
Lesour Geol. Northumb. & Durh. (ed. 2) 62 Flat, the lateral 
extension of a lead vein. 

b. (See quots.) 

1846 Brockett WV. C. Words (ed. 3) Flatt, in a coal 
mine, the situation where the horses take the coal tubs 
from the putters, 1883 Grestey Gloss. Coal Mining, Flat, 
a district or set of stalls separated by faults, old workings, 
or barriers of solid coal. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Flat, 
the part of a screen at a pit where the coals rest, and are 
cleaned before being put into the waggon. 

5. A piece of level ground; a level expanse; a 
stretch of country without hills, a plain; the low 
ground through which a river flows. 

1296 Newminster Cartul. (1878) 144 Stokwelflatte .. Ser- 
uonreflatte. ¢c1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Kut. 507 Fallez vpon fayre 
flat. ?axq00 in Cartul. Abb. de Seleby (Yorks. Rec. Ser.) 
II. 42 Xij seliones jacentes in iiij locis sive flattes. 1810 
in Vorksh. Archeol. Frnt. VII. 59 note, One parcel of land 
called Peeston’s flatt. 1602 SHaxs. Ham. v. i. 275 Till of 
this flat a Mountaine you haue made. 16953 BLACKMORE 
Pr. Arth. 1. 200 Some range the Flats, and Scour the 
Champain Land. 1759 B. Martin Wat, Hist. Eng. 1. 45 
A large Flat of barren, heathy ground, 1852 THacKERAY 
Esmond, iii, A large pleasant green flat, where the village 
of Castlewood stood. 1877 A. B. Epwarps U# Nile viii. 199 
The river widens away before us; the flats are green on 
either side. 

- 1685 Drypen Pref and Misc. Wks. 1800 III. 49 
Milton’s Paradise Lost is admirable; but am I .. bound to 


maintain, that there are no flats amongst his elevations? ’ 


18.. De Quincey Convers. Wks. 1863 XIII. 176 Very often 
it [conversation] sinks into flats of insipidity through mere 
accident. 1878 Mortey Vanvenargues Crit. Misc. 26 The 
mere bald and sterile flats of character. 

b. A tract of low-lying marshy land; a swamp. 

1610 Suaxs. Jef. 1. ii. 2 All the infections that the Sunne 
suckes vp From Bogs, Fens, Flats. 1670 Mitton //7st. 
Eng. i. 53 Through bogs and dangerous flats. 1821 EarL 
Duptey Lett. 27 Nov. (1840) 204 The flats and swamps 
of Holland. 1859 A utodbiog. Beggar Boy 99 The Cambridge- 
shire flats or marshes. 

ce. Australian. (See quot. 1869.) 

1869 R. B. Smytu Goldfields Victoria 611 Flat, a low 
even tract of land, generally occurring where creeks unite, 
over which are spread many strata of sand and gravel, with 
the usual rich auriferous drift immediately overlying the 
bed-rock. 1874 Watcu Head over Heels 79 Every man on 
the flat left his claim. ? 
68 In the gold districts such deposits form ‘flats’, 














1879 D. M. Wattace Australas, iv. 
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6. Chiefly 47, A nearly level tract, over which 
the tide flows, or which is covered by shallow 
water; a shallow, shoal. : 

1sso J. Coxe Eng. & Fr. Heralds (1877) § 155. 102 The 
sea is.. full of flattes. 1595 SHaks. Fohn v. vi. 40. 1628 
Dicsy Voy. Medit. (1868) 94 Wee shaped our course to 
gett ouer the flattes into the riuer of Thames. 1678 R. 
L’Estrance Seneca’s Mor. (1702) 477 When we have scap’d 
so many Rocks and Flatts. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) IV. 
1408 We were insensibly drawn upon a large flat, upon 
which lay innumerable rocks of coral, below the surface of 
the sea. 1813 J. THomson Lect. Inflam. 621 ‘The boat 
grounded on the flats a little to the east of the pier. 1867 
Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Flat ..a shallow over which the 
tide flows .. If less than three fathoms, it is called shoal or 
shallow. 

fg. 1644 Mitton Zduc. 2 Those Grammatick flats & 
shallows where they stuck, 

7. Agric. +a. One of the larger portions into 
which the common field was divided; a square 
furlong. 

1523 Firzuers, Surv. 2 If they [the acres] lye by great 
flattes or furlonges inthe commyn feldes. 1641 Best Larm. 
Bks, (Surtees) 43 In fower dayes the said dozen shearers 
finished the saide flatte, and there is in it 14 through landes 
and two gares. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. il. § 32, 3 
Ridges, Butts, Flats. 1885 0. Rev. CLIX. 325 Theoretically 
each flat was a square of 4o poles, containing 10 acres. 


+b. A tract of arable land; a cornfield. Ods. 

1513 Doucias xe7s u. vii(vi). 13 The flate of cornys 
rank, Jéid. vu. xiii. 38 The 3allo corn flattis of Lyde. 

ce. dial. (See quots.) 

1879 Miss Jackson Shrofsh. Word-bk., Flats, same as 
Feerings. 1884 Chesh. Gloss., Flat, a broad flat bed as 
distinguished from a narrow rounded butt. We speak of 
ploughing a field in _/7a¢s when there is no indication of 
veens... A wide space covered by any particular crop is 
called a at, as ‘a flat o’ taters’, 

8. Something broad and thin. 

a. A thin disc. 

1732 BerKetey Alciphr. ww. ix, Is it [a planet] not a round 

luminous Flat, no bigger than a Sixpence? 
+b. Chiefly A7. Dice of a shape to fall unfairly 
when thrown. (Cf. A. 5b.) Ods. 

1545 Ascuam Toxoph. (Arb.) 54 What false dise vse they? 
.. flattes, gourdes. 1664 J. Witson Cheats iv. i. Dram. 
Wks. (1874) 67 Taught you the use. of..the fullam, the flat, 
the bristle. 1711 PuckLe Clué 21 ote, At dice they have 
the doctors, the fulloms, loaded dice, flats. 

; S slang. in pl. Playing-cards. Cf. Broap 
5b. 6. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Flats, a cant name for 
playing cards. 182r Haccarr Life 56 We played at flats 
in a budging-crib. 

d. Cotton-spinning. (See quot. 1874.) 

1851 L. D. B. Gorponin A7t ¥rnd. [llustr. Catal. p. iv**/2 
The filaments, after emerging from the flats, lie in nearly 
parallel lines among the card teeth of the drum. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 878/1 Flat (Carding), a strip of 
wood clothed with bent teeth, and placed above the large 
cylinder of a carding-machine. 

e. Ina breech-loading gun: The piece of metal 


projecting from the breech to support the barrel. 

188x GREENER Gz 230 When the barrels are for breech- 
loaders, the flats are formed on the undersides of the breech- 
ends. 

f. A flat strip of wood inserted under the inner 
edge of a picture-frame and projecting beyond it ; 
usually gilded. Called also Mar. 

1886 W. G. Rawtinson in 197% Cent. XIX. 400 Small 
drawings. .greatly injured by the very modern-looking deep 
gold flats brought close up to them. 

g. In various uses (see quots.). 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 464/2 Women wear Hair. .in 
Falls or Flats when the hair hangs loose down about the 
shoulders. 1847 HaLuwe tt, //azs, small white fresh-water 
fish, as roach, etc. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Flat ..a 
rough piece of bone for a button mould. 1874 KnicuT 
Dict. Mech. 1. 878/1 Flat, a surface of size over gilding. 
1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Flats, Flat Bar Iron. 
1893 FarmMeER Slang, Flats, base money. 

9. Something broad and shallow. 

a. A broad, flat-bottomed boat. 

1749 W. Douctass Szmimary (1755) I. 461 A large scow 
or flat, to carry persons, cattle, and goods with a canoe- 
tender. 1801 Nerson in A. Duncan L7 (1806) 194 The 
enemy’s .. flats (lugger-rigged) .. were .. anchored .. Three 
of the flats and a brig were sunk. 1867 SmytH Sazlor's 
Word-bk., Flats .. lighters used in river navigation, and 
very flat-floored boats for landing troops. 1879 F. PoLtok 
Sport Brit. Burmah I, 21, 1.. went up in the first Govern- 
ment Steamer and flat to Prome. 

b. A broad, shallow basket used for packing 
produce for the market. Cf. Ase. 

1640 in Entick Loudon II. 181 Packs, trusses, flats, or 
maunds. 1840 New Monthly Mag. LIX. 267 A basket .. 
resembling those which. .they call butter-flats. 1886 Daily 
News 4 Dec. 5/4 Watercress .. costs the hawker at the rate 
of from 16s. to 17s. a flat. 1889 A. T. Pask Eyes Thames 
a The Mimosa comes over in small flat hampers called 

ats’. 

ce. A shallow two-wheeled hand-cart. 

1884 Chamb. Frnl. 5 Jan. g/t Butchers’ carts, coster- 
mongers’ flats, and other light conveyances, 

d. (See quots.) 

179t Hamitton Berthollet’s Dyeing VI. u. 1. ii. 32 Silk 
treated with these galls gained in the dye-bath or flat. 1804 
Cr. Rumrorp in Phil. Trans. XCIV. 178 The broad and 
shallow vessels (flats) in which brewers cool their wort. 

e. U.S.=flat-car* see A, 15. 

1864 in WEBSTER, 








FLAT. 


f. Applied to articles of dress. A low shoe or 
sandal (Irish) ; a low-crowned hat (U.S.). 

1834 PLancusé Brit. Costume 375 Brogue-uirleaker, that 
is flats made of untanned leather, graced their feet. 1859 
Bartrett Dict. Amer., Flat, a broad-brimmed, low-crowned, 
straw hat, worn by women. 1864 Miss WrTHERELL O/d 
Helmet VI. xvi. 269 But you will not wear that flat there? 

10. Ship-budlding. a. (see quot. 1867.) 

1815 Falconer’s Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), /Zats, in ship- 
building, the name given to all the timbers in midships. 1867 
Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Flats, all the floor-timbers that have 
no bevellings in mid-ships, or pertaining to the dead-flat. 
1869 Sir E. J. Reep Siipbuzld. v.95 Horizontal flats extend- 
ing between the bulkhead and a cast iron cellular stern-post. 

b. The partial deck or floor of a particular 
compartment. 

1869 Sir E. J. Reep Sh7pduzld. ix. 177 Iron plates similar 
to those used in the flats of stoke-holes. 1893 Datly News 
3 July 5/6 Tank room, capstan engine flat, and..the patent 
fuel space. 

ll. 7heat. A part of a scene mounted on a wooden 
frame which is pushed in horizontally or lowered 
on to the stage. 

1807 Director II. 331 The entire assemblage of wings and 
drops and flat. 1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz (1850) 259/1 
A strange jumble of flats, flies, wings [etc.]. 

12. House-painting. A suriace painted without 
gloss, so as to appear dead: see DEAD a. 13 b. 
Also the pigment employed for this purpose. Cf. 
Fiartine. Lastard flat (see quot.). 

1823 Mechanic's Mag. No. 7. 108 The rooms .. were 
painted with Chinese Flat on walls. 1881 Younc Lvery 
man his own Mechanic § 1591 Bastard Flat is thinned with 
turpentine and a little oil... To procure a good flat, it is 
necessary to have a perfectly even glossy ground, and it 
should be of the same tint, but a little darker than the 
finishing flat. 

13. s/ang. A person who is easily taken in, and is 
said to be ‘only half sharp’; a duffer, simpleton. 
Cf. A.8. A prime flat (see quot. 1812). 

1762 Gotpsm. Vash Wks. (Globe) 546/2 If the flat has no 
money, the sailor cries, I have more money than any man 
in the fair. 1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Flat..any person 
who is found an easy dupe to the designs of the family is 
said to be a prime flat. 1848 THackERAy Van. Fair x, 
‘You wouldn’t be such a flat as to let three thousand a year 
go out of the family.’ 

14. Music. a. A note lowered half a tone below 
the natural pitch. b. In musical notation, the 
sign b which indicates this lowering of the note ; 
a double flat bb indicates that it must be lowered 
by two semitones. ec. Sharps and flats: the black 
keys of the keyboard of a piano. 

1589 R. Harvey PZ. Perc. (1590) 21 It can neuer be goode 
musicke, that stands allvpon sharpes, and neuer a flat. @ 1634 
Ranvotpu Muses’ Looking-Gi. 1. v, The lutenist takes flats 
and sharps, And out of those so dissonant notes does strike 
A ravishing harmony. 1669 Cokaine Pun. Elegy T. Pilk- 
ington Poems 78 His Flats were all harmonious. 1674 PLay- 
FORD Skill Mus. 1. iv. 15, I have seen some songs with four 
flats. 1694 Phil. Trans. XVIII. 72 Flats or Half-notes to 
other Keys. 1706 A. BeprorD 7emple Mus. iii. 57 Methods 
of altering their Tunes, by Flats and Sharps placed at the 
Beginning. 1806 Catitcotr Mus. Gram. v. 57 The mark 
now used for the Flat was originally the letter B. 1834 
Mepwin Avngler in Wales 1. 215 Twelve lines in each, of- 
hair and Indian hurl, alternately, like the flats and sharps 
ofapiano, 1872 Banister J/usic 7 A Flat, b, indicates the 
lowering of the note to which it is prefixed, one semitone. 

d. Sharps and flats: used punningly for (@) 
sharpers and their victims ; (6) recourse to weapons. 

(a) 1801 Sporting Mag. XVII. 37 There are sharps and 
flats in Paris as well as London. 1825 C. M. WestmacotT 
Eng. Spy 1. 368 That emporium for sharps and flats, famed: 
Tattersall's. 

(6) 1818 Scorr Hrt. Midi, xxx, He was somewhat hasty 
with his flats and sharps. 

15. Short for flat-racer. 

1811 Sporting Mag. XX XVIII. 168 He had one of the 
finest flats in the world in training. . 

16. U.S. collog. Zo give the flat: to give a flat 
refusal (to a suitor). (Cf. A 6.) 

1859 in BartLetr Dict. Amer. 

17. attrib. and Comb., as flat-like adj.; flat- 
catcher, one who takes in simpletons ; a swindler ; 
also used of a horse ; so flat-catching vbl. sb. 

1821 Moncrierr Jom & Ferry 1. vi. (1828) 22 Do you think 
we shall get the *flat-catcher [a horse] off to-day? 1841 
Blackw. Mag. Aug. 202 Buttoners are those accomplices of 
thimbleriggers .. whose duty it is to act as flat-catchers or 
decoys, by personating flats. 1864 Lond. Rev, 18 June 
643/2 ‘The Bobby’ or chinked-back horse, is another 
favourite flat-catcher. 1821 Ecan Yom §& Jerry 346 The 
no-pinned hero .. gave, as a toast, ‘Success to *Flat-catch- 
ing’. 3813 Sporting Mag. XLII. 24 It would appear de- 
grading and *flat-like. 

+ Flat, v.1 Obs. Pa.t. 4 flat(te, flattide. [ad. 
OF. flatir, flater to dash, hurl, zz¢r. to dash, be 
thrown down.] 

1. trans. To cast suddenly, dash. 

€1330 Arth. & Merl. 9748 Arthour..Wip his sextene, pat 
on hem plat, And euerich a paien to dep flat. 1362 LANGL. 
P. Pi. A, v. 224 Til vigilate be veil fette water at his eizen, 
And flatte [v.~. flat, flattide it] on his face. 1375 Cavttic. 
de Creatione 221 in Anglia I. 303 etc., Doun she flat here. 
face to grounde, , 

2. To smite or strike; in quots. adso/. 

c1330 Arth. § Merl. 9562 Bothe on helmes and _ysen, 
hatten, The dintes of swordes flatten. 1362 Lane. P. PZ. 
A. vu. 174 Penne Faytors .. flapten [v.7 flatte, flatten] on 
with fleiles from morwe til euen, 


FLAT. 


8. intr. To dash, rush; to dart ozt. 

¢1330 Arth, & Merl. 5672 For the mouthe he [a dragon] 
had grininge And the tong out flattinge. c1450 Merlin 
275 The saisnes were so many that thei moste flat in to the 
foreste wolde thei or noon. 

Flat (fet), v.2 [f Fiat a.] 

+1. trans. To lay flat or level, raze, overthrow (a 
person or building), Const. 70, wzth (the earth or 
ground), Odés. 

1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag.u. ii, I durst vndertake.. With 
halfe those words to flat a Puritanes wife. 1611 SPEED 
Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. v. 447 Some few [Forts] wherof .. he 
flatted to the ground. 1627-77 FertHam Resolves 1. iv. 5 
She hath ., flatted their strongest Forts. 1637 Heywoop 
Royal King 1. i, His bright sword.. Pierced the steel crests 
of barbarous infidels, And flatted them with earth. 

2. Maut. To force (the sail) flat or close against 
the mast. Cf. Fuara.2e. Zo flat in a sail (see 
quot. 1772); also adsol. 

a 1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts m. (1704) 329/2 He 
hears the Seamen cry.. flat a Sheet. 1667-70 Davenant & 
Dryven 7empest 1. i, Flat, flat, flat in the fore-sheet there. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 25 Who flatted their Sails and 
laid by till the Spanish Ship came up. 1769 FaLconer Dict. 
Marine, Aback, the situation of the sails when their surfaces 
are flatted against the masts by the force of the wind. 1772 
J. H. Moore Pract. Navig. (1810) 275 To flat in, to draw in 
the aftermost lower corner or clue of a sail towards the 
middle of a ship, to give the sail a greater power to turn 
the vessel. 0 flat in forward, to draw in the fore-sheet, 
jib-sheet [etc.], towards the middle of the ship. 

+b. intr. Of a ship: To turn her head from the 
wind; to go round on her keel. Ods. 

1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea § 34. 85 For in lesse then 
her length, shee flatted, and in all the Voyage but at that 
instant, she flatted with difficultie. 

+e. Of the wind: To abate, drop. Ods. 

1748 Anson's Voy. ut. i. 297 The wind flatted to a calm. 

3. trans. To make flat in shape. a. To reduce 
to a plane surface; to reduce or obliterate the con- 
vexity, projections, or protuberances of, b. To 
make broad and thin; to reduce the thickness or 
height of, esf. by pressure or percussion ; to squeeze 
or beat flat. Also with dow2, out. 

Now chiefly in technical use; ordinarily FLATTEN. 

a. 1613 M. Rivtey JZagn. Bodies 5 Egge forme flatted at 
the bottome. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 477 Take two Twigs of 
seuerall Fruit Tres, and flat them on the Sides. 1684 R. 
Wa ter Wat. Exper. 76 The Ball .. was flatted so, that it 
would stand upon the bottom. 1697 Creecu Manilius ww. 
980 She... Distends their swelling Lips, and flats their Nose. 
1803 FressENDEN Terrible Tractoration 1. (ed. 2) 50 note, 
Suppose that the earth was flatted near the poles. 1857 
Fraser's Mag. LV1. 608 The smooth crisp curves. .become 
cockled, flatted, and destroyed. 

b. 1651 Evetyn Mem. (1857) I. 285 The bullet itself was 
flatted. 1658 Evetyn #7. Gard. (1675) 279 In drying them 
[Abricots]..leave them whole. .only flatting them, that they 
may be equalin every part. 1741 Compl. Famt.-Piece 1. ii. 163 
Make them into Loaves, and flat them down a little. 1774 
Go.psm. Nat, Hist. VIII. 99 (The Wasp) The composition is 
at length flatted out until it becomes a small leaf. 1780 Vow 
Troil's Iceland 356 Fishes. .which are to be found in slate, 
have been compressed or flatted. 1837 Marryat Dog-Fiend 
lv, Smallbones was flatted toa pancake. 1884 F. J. Brirren 
Watch & Clockm. 128 A suitable stone is selected and flatted 
to a proper thickness by holding it against a diamond mill 
which is kept wetted. 

e. To spread or lay out flat. 

1709 CoNGREVE Ovid's Art of Love, A Face too long 
shou’d part and flat the Hair. 

+4. zntr, To become flattened. Of a swelling: 
To go down, lose its roundness. Ods. 

1670 Cotton Esfernon 1. ut. 143 A Harquebuss-shot .. 
that passing through one of his cheeks .. flatted upon his 
Gorget. 1677 Temple Cure Gout Wks. 1814 III. 260, I. .ob- 
served the skin about it to shrink, and the swelling to flat 
yet more than at first. 1725 Huxunam Swzall-fox in Phil. 
Trans. XXXIII. 393 His Pox flatted and grew pale, 

b. U.S. Zo flat off: to slope gradually to a 
level. Zo flat out: to become gradually thinner. 
Hence fig. to fail in business; to prove a failure, 
to collapse, etc. 

1859 Bartitetr Dict, Amer., To Flat out, to collapse, to 
prove a failure..as ‘The meeting flatted out’. 1864 
Busunett Work § Play, Growth of Law 123 The great 
surge of numbers rolls up noisily and imposingly, but 
flats out on the shore and slides back into the mud of 
oblivion. 1865 THorEAU Cafe Cod ix, 166 The bank flatted 
off for the last ten miles. 1865 HoLLanp Plaix 7, iv. 129 
Those who have failed in trade .. or to use an expressive 
Yankee phrase, have ‘flatted out’ in a calling or profession, 
1887 Proctor Amer. in Knowledge 1 June 184/1t To flat out, 
to diminish in value—a Western phrase suggested by the 
diminished productiveness of metallic layers as they grow 
thinner. 

+5. ?To find the horizontal area of (land). Ods. 

om E. Heslerton Inclos. Act 13 To flat, set out, and allot 
the lands. 

+ 6. trans. To render (wine, etc.) insipid or vapid. 

1626 [see FLaTTep 4]. 1694 Westmacortr Script. Herd, 
211 To demonstrate by what Principles Wines and Spirits 
are made, exalted, depressed, and flatted. 1703 Art § AZyst. 
Vintners 11 Vhe Genuine Spirits of the Wine also are much 
flatted and impaired. 

To make dull or spiritless; to make less 
lively or vivid ; to deaden, depress. Obs. 

1648 ikon Bas. xvi. 141 Nor are constant Formes of 
Prayers more likely to flat and hinder the Spirit of prayer 
and devotion, — Burnet Past.Careix.111 So great a length 
does .. flat the Hearers, and tempt them to sleep. 1697 
Cottier £ss. Mor, Subj, 11. (1709) 90 Any considerable 
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Degrees of Sickness or Age flat the Senses. 1699 BURNET 
39 Art. x. (1700) 118 That Impression is worn out and flatted. 
171o Norris Chr. Prud. vi. 278 A multitude of words.. 
which serve only to flat and deaden out devotion. 

+c. intr. To become dull, depressed or feeble ; 
to droop, to slacken. Ods. 

1654 Futter Ephemeris Pref. 5 Their loyalty flatteth and 
deadeth by degrees. 1692 TEMPLE JZem. Wks. I. 448 The 
Hopes of those great Actions .. began to flat. a@1718 PENN 
Maxims Wks. 1726 1.819 Our Resolutions are apt to flat 
again upon fresh Temptations. 

+ '7. Music. To lower (a note) by one semitone. 
* 1674 [see Fiattine vd/, sb. 3]. 1685 Boye Effects of 
Mot. vii. 88 A determinate note, which..was Ce_fa z7 a little 
flatted. (In some mod. Dicts.) 

8. a. Tocover (a surface) with flat, i.e. lustreless, 
paint. b. Carriage-buzlding. Toremove the gloss 
from (a surface) preparatory to varnishing. ¢. To 
apply a finish of size to (gilding) as a protection. 

a. 1842-76 Gwitt Archit. § 2290 The ceilings... to be 
painted .. and flatted and picked in with .. extra colours. 
1858 Skyring’s Builders’ Prices 95 Moulded Skirtings .. If 
flatted, add o}d. 1889 Pall Mall G. 15 May 1/2 Preferring 
to set it [a picture] on one side after it has been flatted in. 

b. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1V.222/1 Apply a second 
coat of black Japan, and flat again. The whole should then 
be varnished with hard drying varnish, flatted down and 
finished, 

ec. 1841 in MAunDER Sez. §& Lit. Treas. ‘ 

9. U.S. collog, To give a flat refusal to; to reject 
(a lover). Cf. Fiat sd, 16. 

1859 Bartietr Dict. Amer., To flat, to reject a lover; as 
..‘She flatted him’. 

10. znztr. To fish from a Fiat (sd.3 ga). 

1630 Desc. Thames (1758) 75 That every Hebberman shall 
fish by the Shore .. and not to lie a Floating or Flatting for 
Smelts between two Anchors in the Midst of the Stream. 

+ Flat, v.23 Obs. rare—* In 7 flatt. [?f. L. 

Jiat- ppl. stem of flare to blow.] ¢rans. ? To blow 
(a trumpet). 

1675 TEoNGE Diary 25 Dec. (1825) 127 Chrismas day wee 
keepe thus. At 4 in the morning our trumpeters all doe 
flatt their trumpetts, and begin at our Captain’s cabin .. 
playing a levite at each cabine doore. 

+ Flat, v.4 Obs. [?ad. OF. flat-er to FLATTER ; 
cf. however FuaiTE v.1] To flatter; in quot. adso/. 

1513 DoucLas nes iv. Prol. 240 Quhat slycht dissait 
quently to flat and fene. 

Fla‘t-boat. (Also as two words.) 

1. A broad flat-bottomed boat, used for trans- 
port, es. in shallow waters. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 209 Almost every 
inhabitant hath his Almady or flat boat, wherein they 
recreate upon the Lake. 1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4919/2 They 
have a great number of flat Boats with them, 1801 NELSoNn 
in Nicolas Disp. 21 July 1V. 427 A Flotilla .. to consist of 
Gun-boats and Flat-boats. 1806 Naval Chron, XV. 90 He 
commanded a division of flat boats. 

U.S. A large roughly-made boat formerly 
much used for floating goods, etc. down the Missis- 
sippi and other western rivers, 

1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. 11. 199 Notwithstanding 
the increase of steam-boats in the Mississippi, flat boats are 
still much in use. 1883 C. F. Wootson For the Major iv, 
African slaves poling their flat-boats along the Southern 
rivers, = 

2. attrib. and Comd,, as flatboat-man, ‘a hand 
employed on a flat-boat’ (Bartlett). 

1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. II. 200, I felt a strong 
inclination for a flat-boat voyage down the vast and beautiful 
Mississippi. 1864 Lowett J/cClellan’s Rep. Prose Wks. 
1890 V. 116 A country where a flatboatman may rise to the 
top, by virtue of mere manhood. 

Hence Flat-boat v. ¢rans., to transport in a flat- 
boat (U.S. collog.). 

1858 Nat. Intelligencer 29 July (Bartlett) Fruit, which he 
flat-boated from Wheeling to that point. 

Fla‘t-bottom, sd. A boat with a flat bottom, 
(Cf. prec. and Borrom sé. 7.) 

1579-80 NortH Plutarch (1676) 337 The Tarentines.. 
sent him great store of flat-bottoms, galleys, and of all 
sorts of passengers, 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 
I. xviii. 58 They use flat-bottoms, which do great services 
upon the River, 1865 CartyLE Fredk, Gt. xix. v. 510 
Admiral Conflans.. Makes little of Rodney’s havoc on the 
Flatbottoms at Havre. 

Fla‘t-bo'ttom, a. = FLAtT-BorromMen. 

1598 Frorio, Pzatta, a flat bottome boat or barge. 1660 
F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 70 Where they use flat- 
bottome boats, 1755 Monitor No. 16 (1756) I, 141 Frighted 
out of their senses with scarecrows, invasions, flat-bottom- 
boats, &c. 1884 Pall Mall G. 11 Sept. 11/1 A flat-bottom 
pontoon, divided into. . watertight sections. 

Fla‘t-bo'ttomed, a. (Stress equal or variable.) 
Having a flat bottom: chiefly of a boat. 

1582 N. Licuerietp tr. Castenheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xiii. 
33b, They haue no quiell, but are flat bottomed. 1692 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2797/3 Our Mortar-pieces are..put upon 
flat-bottom’d Boats. 1810 C. James Aidit. Dict., Flat-bot- 
tomed boats..are made to swim in shallow water, and to 
carry a great number of troops, artillery, ammunition, etc, 
rie VIGNOLES 20 May in L7/z (1889) 200 Agreed with Mr. 
Gibbs to adopt my flat-bottomed form of rails for the Croy- 
don line. 

Fla‘t-cap. : 

+1. A round cap with a low, flat crown, worn in 
the 16-17th c. by London citizens, Ods. 

1598 B. Jonson Zv. Man in Hum. 1. i, Mock me all over 
From my flat-cap, unto my shining shoes, 1615 J. STEPHENS 
Satyr, Ess, 292 With the same confidence that ignorant 
Painters make a broad face and a flat-cap to signifie King 








FLATHE. 


Harry the Eight. 1630 Dekker 22d Pt. Honest Wh. 1. Wks. 
1873 II. 110 Flat caps as proper are to Citty Gownes As.. 
to kings their Crownes. 1688 R. Ho-me Armoury m1. i. 11/2. 
1891 C. Creicuton Hist. Epideniics Brit. 483 The sight 
of a Londoner’s flat-cap was dreadful to a lob. 

+2. One who wears a flat-cap; esp. a London 


citizen or ’prentice. Ods. 

1600 Heywoop 1 Edw, JV,1. Wks. 1874 I. 18 Flat-caps 
thou call’st vs. We scorne not the name. 163r DEKKER 
Match Mee 1. Wks. 1873 1V. 149 King. What's her Hus- 
band? Lad. A flatcap. 1719 D’Urrey Pit/s IV. 109 The 
Town of London, Where the Flat-caps call Men Cousins. 
1822 Scorr WVigel xv, The flatcaps of the city. 

3. A size of writing-paper, usually 14 x17 inches. 

1875 in Knicur Dict. Mech. 


+ Fla'tchet. Ods. Also flachet. [Cf. MHG. 
Jflatsche broadsword.] A sword. 

1577 STANYHURST Descr. Lrel. in Holinshed V1. 14 They 
run like bedlam barretors into the streets with their naked 
flatchets. 1583 — meis 11. (Arb.) 77 In grasse theyre 
flachets and tergats warelye pitching. 

+ Flate, sd. Obs. rare—'. App.=FLATUS 2. 

a 1644 Quaries Virg. Widow vy. i, There’s a Malignant 
Hypocondriacall Flate within her, which fumes up, and 
disturbs her head. 

+Flate, v. Obs. [app.a dial. var. of WLATE, 
to feel disgust or nausea.] zr. To feel nausea. 
Hence + Fla‘tingness, nausea. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. cxii. (1495) 676 Oyle 
drastes is not good to mete, For suche excytyth flatyngnesse 
& spewynge. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 98 Pat may be 
knowen. .bi swetnes of pe moup, bi flating [z. ~ wlattynge] 
whanne pat a man is fastynge. 

Flated (flz'téd), a. Phonetics. [formed as if 
pa. pple. of */faze v., f. Fuat-us.] Of consonant- 
sounds: Produced by /la¢zs, i.e. by breath without 
any vibration of the vocal chords. 

1887 Etiis Speech-sounds in Encycl. Brit, XXII. 382 
[The sounds produced by expelling air] are either /2ated.. 
or voiced. .or else whispered. 

Flateous, var. of Fuatuous. Ods. 

Flat fish, fla‘t-fish. A name for fish of the 
family Pleuronectide, which includes the sole, 
turbot, plaice, etc. 

1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4742/3 All sorts of flat and fresh 
Fish, 1837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. II, 167 Several flat- 
fish live many hours out of the water. 1870 Yeats Wat, 
Hist. Comm. 57 Turbot, soles, and other so-called flat fish, 

Fla‘t-foot. 

1. (See quot. 1884.) 

1870 Hotes Syst. Surg. III. 693 A slight degree of flat- 
foot is common in girls. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Flat-foot, a 
condition of the foot in which the tarsus does not possess, 
or loses altogether, its usual arch. 

2. U.S. slang. (See quot.) _ 

1887 Procror Amer. in Knowlédge x1 June 184/r An 
American ‘ flat-foot’ is a man who stands firmly for his 
party. 

Fla‘t-foo‘ted, a. (Stress equal or variable.) 

1. Having flat feet, i.e. feet with little or no 
hollow in the sole and a low instep. Of a horse: 
Having flat hoofs, with the soles near the ground. 

1601 HoLtianp Pliny I. 351 There haue been now of late, 
Serpents knowne flat-footed like Geese. 1675 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 979/4 Stolen a Gelding .. flat-footed before. 1688 

Home Armoury 11. ix. 185/2 [A _Grey-Hound] Long, 
and Flat-footed. 1699 Damrier Voy, II. 11. 70 Pelicans are 
large flat-footed Fowls, almost as big as Geese. 1860 Mayne 
Exp. Lex., Leiopodes, old term..applied by Galen... to 
those who were flat-footed. 

b. ¢ransf. Of a rail = FLAT-BOTTOMED, 

1889 G. Finptay Exg. Railway 42 The ‘fish-bellied’ rails 
were found troublesome to roll, and this led to the intro- 
duction of the flat-bottomed or ‘ flat-footed’ section of rail, 

2. U.S. collog. Downright, plain and positive. 
To come out flat-footed (for): to make a bold or 
positive statement of one’s opinion, or the like. 

1846 VV. Y. Herald 30 June (Bartlett), Mr. Pickens. .has 
come out flat-footed for the administration, 1858 Harper's 
Mag. Sept. 563 His .. bold, flat-footed way of saying things. 
1863 Gray Lett. II. 504, Complaining of Lyell that he does 
not come out ‘flat-footed’ as we say, as an advocate of 
natural-selection transmutation. 

Hence Fla‘t-foo'tedly adv., Fla:t-foo'tedness. 

1890 Daily News 13 Sept. 3/1 The human foot is libelled 
by these dreadful coverings, in which many a good player 
flat-footedly dashes about, 1882 S/andard 19 Sept. 5/1 
Flat-footedness is due to .. improperly-made shoes. 

Flath. Also flaith. Jr7sh Hist. [Irish.] A 
lord (see quots.). : 
1873 SuLtivan Jutrod, O’Curry’s Anc. Irish 1. 101 The 
first class [of Azves] were the true lords or #Vlaths, the 
Hiaford of the Anglo-Saxons. 1876 — in Encycl. Brit. V. 
799 An atve whose family held the same land for three 
generations was called a_//aith or lord. 


+ Flathe, flath. Ods. [Cf.OHG. fado, MHG. 
Jlade flat cake; an OE. */#ada has not been found.] 
1. =Fuatuon, FLawn. 


c1430 Inter?. Gloss. Zohn de Garlande in Wright Voc. 
127 laones fartos, flathen ystuffyd. 

2. A name for the ray or skate. 

c1440 Promp, Parv, 164/2 Flathe, or flathe [séc], fysche 
(flay, or flacch, fysch.) (R)agadies. 1466 Mann. § Househ. 
Lxp. 334 Item, the same day my mastyr paid for a filathe 
--xlij.d, 1562 Turner Heréal 1, 127 a, The fishe called in 
Latin Jastinaca marina, whych is lyke vnto a flath. 1577 
Harrison Deser. Eng. ut. iii. in Holinshed (1587) 1. 224 Our 
chaits, maidens, kingsons, flath and thornbacke. c¢x6ox J, 
Keymor Dutch Fishing (1664) 8 Soals, Thorneback, Floith 
[sic], Scate, Brett [etc.]. 


FLAT-HEAD. 
Fla‘t-head. 


1. One who has a flat head; sfec. a member of a 
tribe of North American Indians named from their 
supposed practice of flattening their children’s heads 
artificially. 

The tribe now commonly known by this appellation is the 
Selish or Hopilpo; but ‘they do not flatten the heads of 
their children, and appear never to have done so; the name 
Flathead being at first applied to them by mistake’ (Excycd, 
Amer, 1886). 

1837 Gen. P, THompson E-rerc. (1842) IV. 225 There are 
flat-heads there [Sierra Leone] as in other countries. 1837 
W. Irvine Capt. Bonneville 1. 121 The Flathead levelled 
his piece, and brought the Blackfoot to the ground. 184r 
Catitin NV. Amer. Ind. (ed. 2) II. 110 The Chinooks. .cor- 
rectly come under the name of Flat Heads, as they are 
almost the only people who strictly adhere to the custom of 
squeezing and flattening the head. 1862 D. Witson Preh. 
Man (1876) II. xxi. 221 The strange practice of American 
Flatheads far to the north-east of the Altai chain. 

2. Australia. The local name for a fish of the 


genus Ceratodus. 

1832 Biscnorr Van Diemens Land 11. 32 The market of 
Hobart Town is supplied with small rock cod, flat-heads, 
and a fish called the perch. 18532 Munpy Our Antifodes 
viii. 195 A good basket of schnappers and flatheads. 

3. U.S. ‘A snake which flattens its head, as a 
species of Heterodon’ (Cent. Dict.). 

1888 Bercen in Pof, Scz. Monthly XX XIII. 660 The blow- 
snake of Illinois is variously known in other localities as 
hog-nose, flat-head, viper, and puff-adder. 

4. Arch. An ornament of an archivolt with a flat 
uncarved surface. 

1883 Mottert Dict. Art & Archzvol., Flat-heads, an orna- 
ment peculiar to the Romano-Byzantine period, which 
decorates archivolts. 

B. attrib. Having a flat head or top. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 878/1 Flat-head Nail, a forged 
nail with a round, flat head. 1891 Scribner's Mag. Sept. 
311/t The flat-head houses of Brooklyn, 

Fla‘t-hea‘ded, a. (Stress equal or variable.) 
a. Having a flat head or top. +b. Wearing a flat 
hat. 

1652 Lp. Dicsy Zlvira m1. (1667) 36 A sharp-pointed Hat, 
(Now that you see the Gallants all Flat-headed) Appears 
not so ridiculous, as [etc.]. 1752 Sir J. Hitt Hist. Anim, 
103 The larger, smooth, and flat-headed Amphisbeena. 1853 
Sir H. Douctas Ailit, Bridges iv. 185 Flat-headed boats. 
1880 G. MerepituH 7vag, Com. 242 1 have not a spark of 
sense to distinguish me from a flat-headed Lapp, if she 
refuses, 188r FREEMAN S7b7. Venice 216 ‘This doorway is 
flat-headed and has lost all mediaeval character. 

+Fla‘thon., Ods. Also flathoun. [ad.med.L. 
Jiaton-em, fladon-ent: see FLAWN.] =F Lawn. 

c1430 Two Cookery Bks. 1. 56 Flathouns in lente. c1450 
Lbid. 1. 73 Flathonys. 

+ Fla‘tile, 2. Ods.—° [ad, L. fatzl-is blown, 
f. flare to blow.] (See quot.) So + Flati-lity. 

1727 Baitey vol. II, //atile, unconstant. 1656 BLounr 
Glossogr., Flatility, inconstancy. 1721-1800 in BaILry, 


+Fla‘tion. Ods. rave—1. [as if ad. L. fation- 
em, f. fare to blow.] Blowing or breathing. 

1708 Dopwe tt Mort. Humane Souls 23 The rvo7, or Flatus, 
is by the Fathers supposed to continue so long, and no 
longer, than the Act of Spiration, or Flation, lasts, 

Fla‘t-iron, sd. 

1. An iron with a flat face for smoothing linen, etc. 

1810 Sporting Mag. XXXV.78 A certain flat iron, which 
she..held in her hand. 1845 Avs. Smiru Fort. Scatterg. 
Fam. viii. (1887) 29 [She] attacked a small collar somewhat 
savagely with a flat-iron. 

2. attrib. and Comb. 

1862 H. Marryat Year iz Sweden II. 370 Huge wooden 
triangular frames, like flat-iron stands. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech.\, 878/2 Flat-iron heater, a stove specially adapted 
for heating smoothing-irons, a laundry-stove. 

Hence Fla‘t-iron v., to smooth with a flat-iron ; 
Fla:t-i'roning v//. sd. (in quot. fig.). 

1865 Mrs. Wuitney Gayworthys xxxii. (1879) 314 Her 
features levelled themselves into a plane of benignity, as if 
they.had been suddenly flatironed. 1879 E. Garretr House 
by Works. 113 She is not the sort of woman to beput down 
by any of your flat-ironing processes, 

+ Fla‘tive, 2. Ods. rare. [ad. L. type */ativ- 
us, f. flare to blow.] Engendering wind, flatulent. 

1399 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner ¥ yj b, Artichokes., 
remove flative humours. 1607 BREwER Lingia v. xvii. M ij, 
Eate not too many of those Apples, they bee very flatiue. 

Flatland (fle't)land). An imaginary land in 
space of two dimensions (see quot. 1884). 

1884 Aspotr Flatland 1, § x (ed. 2) 3 I call our world 
Flatland. .Imagine a vast sheet of paper on which straight 
Lines, Triangles, Squares, Pentagons, Hexagons, and 
other figures, instead of remaining fixed in their places, move 
freely about, on or in the surface, but without the power of 
rising above it or sinking below it. 1892 W. W. R. Batt 
Math, Recr. x. 191 We may picture the inhabitants of 
flatland as moving..on the surface of a plane or between 
two parallel and adjacent planes. 

Hence Fla‘tlander, an inhabitant of Flatland, 

1884 Assott Flatland (ed. 2) Pref, 

Fla‘tling, fla‘tlings, adv. anda. Obs. exc. 
arch, or dial. [f. FLAT a, + -LinG(S.] 

A. adv. 

1, In a prostrate position, at full length, flat, 
Often with fal/, “ie, etc. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 369 Oft leddres, and men. . Thai 
gert fall flatlings to the ground. ¢1450 Mirour Saluacioun 
25ot The knyghtes upon the grounde laide than the crosse 
flatling. 1530 Lynpesay Zest. Papyngo 184 Scho..flat- 

Vou, IV. 











297 


lyngis fell, and swappit in to swoun. @ 1605 Montcomrrir 
flyting w. Polwart 111, I's fell thee like a fluike, flatlings 
on the flure. 1632 Lirucow 7yav. 1. 37 The halfe of his 
body and right arme fell flatlings in the fire. 1895 J. H. 
M«Cartuy Lond. Leg. III. 118 In a moment he had 
stumbled backwards and fallen flatlings into the ditch. 

2. With the flat side. 


1470-85 Matory Arthur vill. xxxii, Sire tristram..smote 
vpon hym fyue or sixe strokes flatlynge on the neck, 1578 
Timme Caluine on Gen. 121 This shaking sword..was not 
always shaking with the edge towards Man, but sometimes 
flatling also, xg59x Harincron Ord. Fur. xxx. liv, It [the 
blow] lighted flatling on him. 1820 Scorr /vanhoe xiii, 
[His] sword turned in his hand, so that the blade struck 
me flatlings, 1868 Morris Zarthly Par. 1. 321 He smote 
him flatling with his sheathed sword. 

3. Of motion : On the level, horizontally. 

1598 Syivester Du Bartas u. ii. 1v. Columnes 325 He 
doth not ride Flatling a-long, but vp the Sphears steep side. 

4. dial. Plainly, peremptorily. 

1847-78 in Hatuwe tt, /latlins, plainly, peremptory. 

+B. adj. (In form flating only.) Ofa blow: 
Dealt with the flat side of a weapon. Ods. 

1579-80 Nortu Plutarch, Alcibiades 211 Flatling blowes. 
1609 Hrywoop S77t. Troy xi. 91 A flatling blow that on 
his beauer glancst. 

+ Fla‘tlong, adv. Obs. Also 6 Sc. flatlangis. 
[f. Fiat a, + -LonG; an altered form of prec.] 

1. In or into a prostrate position. 

1570 Henry's Wallace vy. 1110 Flatlangis [A7S. thwortour]. 
1600 F. WALKER SP, Mandeville 64a, [They] let them selues 
fall flatlong downe to the earth. @ 1632 in T. Taytor Goa’s 
Fudgen, 1,1. XXiX, 133. 


2. With the flat side; also, with the flat sides in 


contact. 

1580 SIDNEY Acadia (1622) 304 The pittilesse sword. .did 
but hit flatlong. 1602 Carew Cornwall 34a, They have 
a device of two sticks filled with corks, and crossed flatlong. 
1610 SHaks. Temp.11.i. 181. @ 1648 L. Hersert Life (1886) 
141, I .. clapt my left foot .. flat-long to the left side. 


Platly (fle'tli), adv. [f. Fuav a. +-ty2.] 

1. In a flat or prostrate position. ? Ods. 

¢ 1425 WynTOUN Cyon. vill. xxviii, 69 He..ran And layd 
hym at pe erd flatly. 1592 SHaxs. Ven. & Ad. 463 At his 
looke she flatly faJleth downe. 

2. a, With small curvature, b. As on a flat 


surface ; without relief. 

1797 Hotcrorr Stolbere’s Trav. (ed. 2) II. 1. 205 It was 
very flatly arched. 1883 C. C. Perkins Jal, Sculpt. 116 
Plants, fruits, and flowers are..treated flatly, and not in 
the round, 

3. a. Ina plain, blunt, or decisive manner; with- 
out ambiguity, qualification, or hesitation; plainly, 
bluntly; decisively. 1b. In the unqualified sense 
of the statement; absolutely, completely. 

&@. 1562 Cooper Ausw. Priv. Masse 38 If I should flatly 
deny, that the mynister receiued. 1578 Chr. Prayers in 
Priv, Prayers (851) 541 To speak flatly, those only are 
the things, that are..hurtful unto us. @1618 RaLricu 
Prerog, Part. (1628) 9 He was flatly denied the Subsedy 
demanded. 1761-2 Hume “st. Eng. (1806) IV. Ixii. 641 The 
common council of London flatly refused to submit. 1809 
Pinkney Trav. France 57 He..flatly told me, that I must 
either haye that or none. 1879 M‘Cartuy Own Times II. 
xxix, 389 He seldom expresses any opinion one day without 
flatly contradicting it the next. 

b. 1877 tr. Bullinger’s Decades (1592) 10r Mankind being 
flatly corrupted by sinne. 1583 Baxincton Commandm. 
i. (1615) 17 Such things as flatlie and directly are contrary to 
the loue of thee. 1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. iv. 14 Flatly 
against Scripture. 1692 Benriey Boyde Lect. vii. 246 Which 
is flatly impossible. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps il. § 1. 29 
Of all sin there is..no one more flatly opposite to the 
Almighty. 1874 MickLetuwaite Mod. Par. Churches 187 
This is of course ., flatly impossible. ; 

4. In a dull or spiritless manner; without zest ; 
insipidly, 

1644 Dicsy Two Treat. 11. Concl. 461 We shall but flatly 
relish the most poinant meates. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Past. 
Pref, (1721) I. 87 That famous Passage of Lucan..which 
Brabeuf has rendered so flatly. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 45. 
3/2 The Line [is] flatly Dull and Poor, 1865 Dickens Jt. 
fr, 1. vi, He did not appear to have hidden anything, so 
went off flatly, 1885 AZanch. Hxamt. 22 July 3/r It. .simply 
says ineffectively and flatly what has been said effectively 
and brightly by a score of writers. eam 

b. Comm. With little competition. 

1887 Daily News 8 July 6/8 The more important parcels 
offered in public sale to-day went off flatly, 

Flatman (fletman). [f. Friar 5d. +Man.] 

One who navigates a flat. See FLAT 50.3 ga. 

1883 Manch. Guardian 12 Oct. 5/2 Two flatmen have 
been. .charged with attempting to murder a woman. 1884 
L’pool Merc. 14 Feb. 5/10 About 350 flatmen employed on 
the flats of the Bridgwater Navigation Company. 


Flatness (fle‘tnés). [f. Fiat a. +-neEss.] 
1. The quality or condition of being flat or level ; 


esp. of a country. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 164/2 Flatnesse, planicies. 160% 
Hotianp Péiny i. Ixv. 31 Wonderfull it remaineth.. How 
it should become a Globe, considering so great flatnesse of 
Plaines and Seas. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc, 150 They 
try..the flatness of the whole Frame of Flooring again. 
1796 Morse Azer. Geog. I. 725 The perfect flatness of the 
coasts. 1838 Murray's Hana-bk. N. Gernt. 372 The weari- 
some flatness and monotony of their..country. 


2. The quality or fact of having a small curva-_ 


ture ; diminished convexity. 

1683 Ray Corr. (1848) 134 The flatness of its bill. 1796 
H, Hunrer tr. St. Pierre's. Stud. Nat. (1799) I. p. iv, 
The flatness of the Earth at the Poles, 1816 J. Scorr V7zs, 
Paris (ed. 5) App. 324 To Neuilly, to view the bridge. .cele- 








FLATTED. 


brated for the flatness of its arches. 1867 J. Hoce AZicrosc. 
1, il. 72 Flatness of field..denotes the exact capability of 
an objective to show the peripheral or marginal portions of 
the field with the same sharpness as the central. 1870 
Wuymper in Aldine Frnl, V. 6 The flatness of the curves 
of the voches moutonnées. 

3. ‘ Want of relief or prominence’ (J.). 

170z Appison Dial. Medals iii. 164 One would think the 
Coiner look’d on the flatness of a figure as one of the 
greatest beauties in Sculpture. 1885 A, Mary F. Ropinson 
in Mag. of Art Sept. 478/2 The brilliant light in which the 
outline is lost, the solidity almost to flatness. .all remind us 
of Hans Holbein. 

4. The condition of haying great breadth in pro- 
portion to the thickness. 

1878 Nrewcoms of. Astron, um. iv. 344 The extreme 
thinness and flatness of the object. 

5. Outspokenness, plainness (of speech). 

1887 Poor Nellie (1888) 10 He feared he had contradicted 
the Archbishop with a flatness amounting to rudeness. 

b, Absoluteness, unqualified condition. 

1611 Suaxs. Wint. 7. ut, ii. 123 That he did but see The 
flatnesse of my miserie. 

6. Want of incident or interest ; monotony. 

1882-3 H. S. Hoxranp in Schaff Lucycl. Relig. Knowl. 
III. 2051 The prosy flatness of common life. 

b. Comm. Dullness, lack of competition. 

1812 G. Cuatmers Dom. Econ. Gt. Brit. 419 The flatness 
..of the trade of Ireland. 1891 Z%azes 10 Oct, 12/1 The 
flatness of the American market. 

7. Deficiency in flavour; deadness, insipidity, 
vapidness. 

1707 J. Mortimer Husd. xx. 598 Deadness or Flatness in 
Cyder, which is often occasioned by the too free admission 
of Air into the Vessel. 186z Dretamer A7tch. Gard. 93 
Amixture of sorrel corrects the peculiar flatness of its flavour, 

8. Of sound: Deadness. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 157 That Flatnesse of Sound is 
ioyned with a Harshnesse of Sound. 1734 Warrs ReZig. 
Fuv. (t789) 160 Long custom has induced a sort of flatness 
into these sounds. 

9. Want of spirit or energy; apathetic condition, 
dejectedness ; lack of mental acuteness or alertness ; 


dulness of mind. 

1641 J. Suute Sarah §& Hagar (1649) 84 Jezebel .. re- 
proached him with a flatness of spirit, as if he were not 
worthy to swaya Scepter. 1671 GLANvILL Disc. MW. Stubbe 
Pref, Aij b, It would be look'd upon as flatness, or fear, if 
I should deal softly with such an Adversary. 1720 WELTON 
Suffer. Son of God I. xiii. 332 The disgust and Flattness 
of our Souls, in Relation to those never-fading Treasures. 
1802 Patrey Nat. Theol. xxiii. (1803) 458 The flatness of 
being content with common reasons, 1810 Knox & Jepb 
Corr, II. 5 A flatness of mind was gradually stealing upon 
me. 1876 Gro. Evior Daz. Der. III. xxxvi. 97 We should 
stamp every possible world with the flatness of our own 
inanity. 

10. Of an author, literary style, conversation, 
etc.: Want of animation, brilliancy, or pointedness; 


prosaic dulness. 

1649 Mitton Zzkov. xvi, To help those many infirmities, 
[in prayer]..rudeness, impertinencie, flatness, and the like, 
we have a remedy of Gods finding out. 1715 Pore Jad 
Pref., Some of his [Homer’s] Translators having swell’d 
into Fustian..and others sunk into Flatness. 1741 Watts 
Improv. Mind 1. v. § 10 For some scores of lines together 
there is a coldness and flatness. 1844 SranLEy Arnold 
(1858) II. 144 The flatnesses of most of those who have 
written on this subject. 

Fla‘t-nose, sd. and a. 

A. sb. One who has a flat nose. 

16.. Old Round, Call Philip flat-nose; straight he frets 
thereat. 1768-74 Tucker Zé, Wat. (1852) I. 456 ‘ You look 
at me so wistfully’, says the flatnose. 1875 Browninc 
Aristoph. Afpol. 93, | and the Flat-nose..Oft make a pair. 

B. adj. = FUuAT-NOSED a. 

1636 W. Duruam iz Ann. Dubrensia (1877) 8 The Flat- 
nose Satyres. 1650 Butwer Axzthrofomet. 12 Flat-nose 
Dogs which Ladies keep for pleasure. 188z Raymonp 
Mining Gloss., Flat-nose shell, a cylindrical tool with valve 
at bottom, for boring through soft clay. 

Fla‘t-nosed, a. 

1. Having a flat nose. 

1530 Parser. 312/2 Flatte nosed, cams. 1575 FLEMING 
Virgil's Bucol. x. 9 The litle flat nozde gotes Shall crop 
and nip the tender twige. 158x Petrie Gwazzo’s Civ. Conv. 
1. (1586) 37 If their beloved bee flat nosed, they tearme her 
amiable, 1677 Hate Prinz. Orig. Man, 1. vii. 200 The 
Ethiopian .. flat-nosed and crisp-haired. 1853 Hickxre tr. 
Aristoph. (1872) 11. 648 The .. flat-nosed women shall sit by 
the side of the beautiful. 

2. of a tool, as flat-nosed graver. 

1871 Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. X11. 226 A flat-nosed graver 
would have left a smooth trough. 


+Flatri‘se. Ods.—! [var. of fatery, FLATTERY 
after the analogy of FAInTIsE.] = FLATTERY. 

©1440 Generydes 4042 With his fayre wordes, full of flatrise, 

Flats, var. of FLoTessr. Ods. 

Flatted (fletéd), a/7. a. [f. Fuar v.38 +-ED1.] 

1. Laid flat; levelled with the ground or surface. 


_Of the sea : Made smooth or calm. 


1681 W. Rosertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 61x Flatted or 
made flat, zguatus. 1700 DryDEN Fables, Ceyx § Alcyone 
131 Then frothy white appear the -flatted seas. 1715-20 
Pore /iiad vy. 121 The yellow harvests .. And flatted vine- 
yards, one sad waste appear. 1730 THomson Autumn 337 
The fields around Lie sunk, and flatted in the sordid wave. 

2. Beaten or pressed out flat ; flattened ; deprived 


of convexity or rotundity; made broad and thin. 
1578 Banister //7st. an, 1, 28 The inferiour part of 

Radius ., is not onely at the end flatted, but also ample, 

large. 1650 T. Blaytey] Worcester’s Apoph. 47 anes 


FLATTEN. 


the flatted bullet round with his finger. 1797 W. JounsTon 
tr. Beckmann's Invent. 11, 232 Flatted metal wire began 
to be spun round linen or silk thread. 1812 J. Smytu 
Pract. Customs (1821) 68 Coffee .. is convex on one side, 
and flatted on the other, with a deep furrow, which runs 
along the flatted side. 1879 W. Cortins Rogue's Life ix. 
104 He turns out a tolerably neat article, from the simple 
flatted plates. 

+3. Made of flat bars. Ods. 

1805 R. W. Dickson (1807) II. 161 The hurdles. .are gene- 
rally of two kinds, either flatted or rodded. 

+4, Rendered vapid or insipid. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 377 An Orenge, Limon and Apple.. 
fresh in their Colour, But their Iuyce somewhat flatted. 

5. Of pigments and painted surfaces: Dead, dull, 


without gloss. 

1851 Ord. & Regul. R. Engineers xix. 89 Two rooms 
flatted or French grey. 1859 Guttick & Timss Paint. 243 
A ‘flatted’, dull, or unshining surface. 

+ Flatten, a. Obs. rare. [?var. of FuorrEn.] 

1. Of milk: ?Skimmed (in quot. app. stale, sour ; 
perh. associated with FLat a.). 

1593 Prat Fewell-ho. 1. 13 Soke .. 
flatten milk. 

2. fig. =FLEETEN 2. 

ax625 Fretcuer Hum. Lieutenant 1. vy, What a flatten 
face he has now.. How like an ass he looks! 

Flatten (flet’n), v. [f. Frat a. +-En 5.] 

+1. trans. To lay flat on the ground. Ods. rare. 

1712 J. Mortimer usd. 11. xii, If they [sheep] should lie 
in it [flax], and beat it down, or flatten it, it will rise 
again the next rain. 

2. Naut. Zo flatten in (a sail): to extend it 
more nearly fore-and-aft of the vessel. Also adsol. 
(Cf. Fiat 2.2 2.) 

1839 Marryat Phant. Ship x, Hard a-port! flatten in 
forward! 1856 R. H. Dana Seamen's Friend 51 Flatten in 
your jibsheets. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., To flatten 
7m, the action of hauling in the aftmost clue of a sail to 
give it greater power of turning the vessel. .hence fattez 
in forward ..to haul in the jib and foretopmast-staysail- 
sheets towards the middle of the ship, and haul forward the 
fore-bowline. 

3. = Fiat v2 3, a and b. 

a. 1630 Donne Progr. Soule xiv. Poems (1654) 298 As if 
for that time their round bodies flatned were. 1726 Monro 
Anat, 11, 201 The two superior of these four [superior Dorsal 
vertebrz]..are flatned.. by the Action of the Jusczli 
longi colli. 1755 Jounson, (latte, to make.even or level, 
without prominence or elevation, 1762 H. Wa.poLe Vertue’s 
Anecd. Paint. 1.iv.98 The superior honours paid to Michael 
Angelo, whose nose was flattened by the blow. 1802 Patry 
Nat. Theol. iii. Wks. 1825 III. 20 Its muscular conformation 
-.is throughout calculated for flattening the eye. 1883 
Hardwick's Photogr. Chem. (ed. Taylor) 214 A longer 
exposure in the Camera .. invariably at‘ens the picture, 
destroying its rotundity and stereoscopic effect. 

b. 1751 Cuamsers Cyc/. s.v. Coining, The bars or plates 

. are passed several times through a mill, to flatten them 
further. 1794 SuLLivan View Nat. 1.353 Beautiful crystal- 
lizations regularly flattened. 1871 L. SrepHEN Player. 
Europe ii. § 1. 78 We were frequently flattened out against 
the rocks, like beasts of ill repute nailed to a barn. 

Jig. 1884 St. L. Hersert in Fortn. Rev, Feb. 242 Reason 

. snubbed and flattened out the emotion. 1889 BARRERE 
& Leann Slang, To flatten out (American) ‘I flattened 
him out’ z.¢., I had the best of him, of the argument. 

4. intr. for reff. To become flat, or more flat ; 
to lose convexity or protuberance; to grow broad 
at the expense of thickness. Also with oved. 

arjzt Kew. Maupertuis’ Diss. (1734) 51 The Spheroid 
that continually flattens. 1734 Watts Relig. Fv. (1780) 85 
Our real form grows cold and pale .. it flattens, it withers 
into wrinkles. 1816 Kratince TJyvav. (1817) II. 97 On 
approaching the coast, the surface of the country flattens, 
and approaches water-level. 1828 Stark Zlem. Nat. Hist. 
I. 149 The horn .. flattens and turns inwards. 1884 H. 
James Little Tour 10g (Cent. Dict.) As I proceeded it [the 
country] flattened out a good deal. 1885 L. WincrIELD 
Barbara Philpot 11. v. 132 A glittering doll in a shop- 
window causeth the noses of the bystanders to flatten. 1893 

Westm. Gaz. 18 Mar. 8/1 The dip of the reef ‘ flattens’, 

b. Of the wind or a storm: To decrease in 


force. Cf. FLAT 7.2 2°c. 

1748 Anson Voy. 1. vili. 79 The storm at length flattening 
to a calm. 1805 Naval Chron. XIII. 239 The Wind 
flattening ..she missed stays. 


5. trans. To make ‘ flat’, vapid, or insipid. Also 
Is. 

1631 SANDERSON Serv. II, 2 As if all use of rhethorical 
ornaments..did adulterate, corrupt, and flatten the sincere 
milk of the word. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies u. vy. 221 The 
Celestial Bodies..do ferment or flatten the Air. 1755 Joun- 
son, Flatten, to make vapid. 

b. zntr. to become insipid. 

1692 R. L’Estrance Fables clxi. 132 Satisfactions that.. 
flatten in the very tasting. 1702 Hug. Theophrast. 254 
Without some tincture of Urbanity, good Humour flattens 
for want of Refreshment and Relief. 

6. ¢rans. To make dull, deprive of attraction, 
interest, or impressiveness ; also fo flatten down. 

1693 W. Frexe Se/. Ess. xxxiv. 210 When you gallop 
over a good Author, you ., flatten him, and lose half his 
Life and Substance. 1710 SreELE Tatler No. 204 P5 It 
flattens the Narration, to say his Excellency in a Case 
which is common to all Men. a@ax1z15 Burner Own Time 
(1724) I. 162 The odiousness of the crime grew at last to be 
so much flatten’d by the frequent executions, 1820 Lams 
Lett. (1888) Il. 57 That I did not write .. was simply that 
he was to come so soon, and that flattens letters, 1889 
Spectator 14 Dec. 840 When the pilgrims .. break out into 
verse, they .. flatten down what had been far more effectively 
and imaginatively said in prose. 


in broken beere, or 


| 
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+7. To deprive of energy or ‘fire’; to depress. 
Also with away. Obs. 


1683 R. Grove Persuas. Communion 22 Our Passions 
.-may be Charmed, or Raised, or Flattened. 1709 STEELE 
Tatler No. 47 ®3 He was sunk and flattened to the lowest 
Degree. 1772 J. Apams Diary 23 Nov. Wks. 1850 II. 305, 
I find they are both cooled, both flattened away. 1796 
Burke Cory. IV. 362 So far from endeavouring to excite 
this spirit, nothing has been omitted to flatten and lower it. 

b. To cause (a market) to become depressed. 
1891 Daily News 12 Nov. 2/1 These two influences sufficed 
to flatten all the markets. 

8. To lower (a musical note) in pitch; also adsol. 

1824 Mirror III. 1053/2 Flattening and sharpening and 
rosining bows. 1825 DANNELEY Dict. Mus., To flatten, to 
lower a note one or two half tones. 1872 BanisTER Music 
55 That same note sharpened or flattened. 

9. To paint (a surface) so that it shall have no 
gloss; to deprive (paint) of its lustre. Also adso/. 

1823 Crass Zechn. Dict., To flatten, is to give a newly 
painted wall such a coat of colour as takes off its glossy 
appearance. 1874 W. Crookes Dyeing § Calico Print. vii. 
517 The colouring matter may also be flattened or 
deprived of its lustre. 

10. Tanning : see quot. 

1875 Ure's Dict. Arts III. 95 In some cases, as in the calf- 
skin, it is skived and then shaved, or, as it is called, flat- 
tened at right angles to the skiving. 

Flattened (flet’nd), AA/. a. 
In senses of the verb. 

1796 WituEerRING Brit. Plants IV. 113 Long slender 
thread-shaped but flattened leaves, 1833 L. Rircuie Wand. 
by Loire 39 The bridge is composed of fifteen flattened 
arches. 1863 LyeLt Autig. AZan ii. 27 Its shape is that of 
a flattened cone. 1884 Bower & Scott De Bary's Phaner. 
290 Rings, of which the outer at least consist of broad 
flattened pieces. 

Jig. 1874 Gro. Extot Coll. Breakf.-P, 621 Is wisdom 
flattened sense and mere distaste? 

Flattener (flet’no1). [f. as prec. + -ER1.] 
One who flattens ; something used for flattening. 

1741 [see FLATTER sd.2 1]. 1864 CARLYLE Fredk. Gt. IV. 
XVI. vi. 329 There followed a dryness between the divine 
Emilie and the Flattener of the Earth [z.e. Maupertuis, 
from his having proved the flattening of the earth at the 
poles.] 1875 Plain Needle-work 14 An old tooth brush handle, 
which..might be called the ‘flattener’. 1879 J. Paton in 
Encycl. Brit. X. 661/2 The flattener, with a piece of charred 
wood, rubs it [the opened cylinder of glass] quite smooth. 

Fla‘ttening, vé/.s5d. [f. as prec. +-1ne 1] 

1. The action or process of making flat. In 
Glass-making, the process of laying out (sheet- 
glass) flat. 

1879 J. Paton in Eucycl. Brit. X. 660/2 The opening, 
flattening, or spreading of the glass. Jbzd. 661/1. 

2. The process of becoming flat; the condition 
of being flattened. 

1726 Monro Anat, u1. 199 This Flatning on their Sides .. 
is of good Use. 1854 W. K. Ke ty tr. Avago’s Astron. 
131 The flattening at the poles [of the earth]. 1860 
TYNDALL Glac, 11. xxiv. 359 These disks [in ice] have been 
mistaken for bubbles..and their flattening has been ascribed 
tothe pressure [etc.]. 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. xix. 325 The 
earth’s flattening is very much less proportionally than that 
of the orange. 

3. attrib. and Comé, (chiefly in Glass-making: 
see I), as flattening arch, furnace, tron, kiln, 
oven, stone, tool. 

1879 J. Paton in Zucycl. Brit. X. 661/2 The waggon 
then goes back to the *flattening arch, 1874 KNIGHT 
Dict, Mech, 1. 878/2 *Flattening-furnace. 1858 SimMonps 
Dict. Trade, *Flattening-iron, a laundress’s or workman’s 
smoothing iron, 1872 W. R. Grec Enigmas 272 That.. 
God will pass a flattening-iron over all..and smooth out 
every salient individuality. 1879 J. Patonin Eucycl. Brit. 
X. 661/2 The *flattening kiln .. consists of two chambers 
built together, the one for flattening the cylinders, the 
other for annealing the sheets .. The cylinder, after being 
gradually reheated, is placed in the centre of the *flattening 
oven, uponasmoothstone. J/ézd., The *flattening stone or 
table, mounted on a movablé waggon. 

+ Flatter, sd.1 Ods. Forms: 4-5 flatour, 
(vlatour), 5 flater, 6 flatter. [a. OF. flatere, 

Jlateour, flateur, agent-n. f. flater to FLATTER.) = 
FLATTERER. 
_ 1340 Ayend. 256 Ulatours and lye3eres byeb to grat cheap 
ine hare cort. ¢1400 Cato’s Morals 8 in Cursor M. App. 
iv. 1669 Alle fals flaters. a 1450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 123 
Beter is the frende that prikithe thanne the flatour that 
oyntethe. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Mowbray's Banishm. xi, 
And whyle the rest prouyded for this thing, I flatter I.. 
brake fayth and promise both. 

Flatter (fle'to1), 56.2 [f. Far v.+-2R 1] 

1. A workman who makes something (e.g. a blank 
or planchet, a hide or skin, etc.) flat. 

1714 Manpvevit_e Mad. Bees (1725) I. 249 The silver-spin- 
ner, the flatter, the wire-drawer ..and the refiner. 1741 
Cuampers Cycl., Flatter or Flattener, See Coining. 1885 
C. T. Davis Manuf. Leather xxix. 497 The sides next go to 
a flatter, who levels off the shanks..with a currier’s knife. 

2. A tool used in making things flat, e. g. a very 
broad-faced hammer used by smiths. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 878/2 Flatter (Wire-drawing), 
a draw-plate with a flat orifice, to draw out flat strips, 
such as watch-springs, skirt-wire [etc.]. 1888 Lockzwood’s 
Dict. Mech. Engin., Flatter, a species of hammer used by 
smiths. Its use is to finish over broad surfaces which have 
been brought to size by the sledge and set hammer. 

+ Flatter, 53.3 Ods. [f. next.]_ Flattery. 

1593-4 SytvestER Profit Imprisonm. 437 O that hee 
never had prefer’d the Serpents flatter Before th’ eternall 
Law of all the Worlds Creator, 


[f. prec. +-ED 1.] 








FLATTER. 


Flatter (fletor), v.1 Forms: a. 3 flatteren, 
4-6 flater(e(n, (5 flateryn), 6 flattir, 6— flatter. 
B. aviaterien, [Ofsomewhat doubtful etymology. 
In sense it represents OF. flate-r (mod.F. flatter), 
=Pr. flatar; the primary meaning of this word is 
believed to be ‘to flatten down, smooth’; hence 
‘to stroke with the hand, caress’ (a sense still 
current in Fr.) ; this sense, as well as that of OF. 

fiater, -ir to dash to the ground, is plausibly ac- 
counted for by derivation from the Teut. word 
which we haveas Fiat a. The normal form which 
Jfiat-er should assume when adapted into E. is the 
rare Sc. Fuat v. As ME. did not adapt Fr. vbs. 
by addition of a suffix -e~ to the stem, or adopt 
them in their infinitive form, the Eng. /latter 
cannot be paralleled with Ger. flattiven, MDu. 
Jiatte'ren, Sw. flattera, which are normally formed 
adaptations from the French; it might however 
have arisen by association of the vb. with its deri- 
vatives, OF. flatere, -owr FLATTER sb.1, and flaterie 
Fiatrery. More probably, however, the native 
FLATTER v.2, an onomatopceia expressive of light 
repeated movement, may have developed a sense 
resembling the primary sense of the F. word, and 
hence have been accepted as its equivalent. Cf. 
ON. fladra, MSw. flakra, flikra, to flatter, all 
prob. of onomatopeeic origin. It may be signifi- 
cant that in the earliest instance of ME. flatteren 
it occurs as a various reading for flakeren, which 
corresponds precisely to MSw. flakra just cited.] 
+1. ctr. Of an animal, bird, etc. : To show de- 
light or fondness (by wagging the tail, making a 
caressing sound, etc.). Const. upon, with. Obs. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Merch. T. 815 Lyk to the scorpioun .. 
That flaterest with thin heed whan thou wilt stynge. 387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 431 Pat foules at Diomedes 
temple springeb water and flatereb wip pe Grees. 1583 
Hottysanp Campo di Fior 41 Here is a meery litle dogge: 
See how he flattereth with his tale. 1607 ‘Corset, Hour. 
Beasts 105 She [the Cat] hath one voice to beg and to 
complain ., another among hir own kind, by flattring, by 
hissing, by puffing, by spitting. /é/d. 160 Dogges .. who 
would fawne & gently flatter vpon all those which came 
chastly & religiously to worship there. 

+b. trans. Rarely used in Fr, sense: To touch 
or stroke lightly and caressingly. Ods. 

{1580 Baret Aly. F 666 To feele and handle gently, to 
flatter, to dallie, and deceiue, Ja/fo)]. 1599 H. Butres 
Dyets drie Dinner M, Trout is a fish that loveth to be 
flattered and clawed in the water. 1650 [see FLATTERING 
ppl. a. 4). 1725 Braptey Fam, Dict. s.v, Bee, The Bees 
that compose his Train.. flatter him with their Trumps. 

2. To try to please or win the favour of (a person) 
by obsequious speech or conduct ; to court, fawn 
upon. ‘+ Also intr. to flatter with. 

1340 Ayenb. 61 Pe blondere defendeb and excusep and 
wryep be kueades and pe zennes of ham pet he wyle 
ulateri, ¢1380 Wycuir Sel. Wks. III. 344 Pes men.. 
flateren hem, for pei hopen to haue wynnyng of hem. 138) 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 315 3if pou woldest flatere ait 
Denys pe kyng, pou schuldest nou3t wasche pese wortes. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 164 Flateryn, adulor. 1559 Mirr. 
Mag., Worcester ii, To frayne the truth, the living for to 
flatter. 1593 SHaxs. Rich. //, u. i. 88, I mocke my name 
(great King) to flatter thee. a@1744 Pork Epitaph xy, One 
poor Poet .. Who never flatter'd Folks like you. 1764 
GotpsM. Trav. 362 Yet think not..I mean to flatter kings, 
or court the great. 1830 TENNysoNn JZerxmaid 43 The bold 
merry mermen..would sue me, and woo me, and flatter me. 
1842 Lytton Zanoni 1. i. 5 Yet was he thoroughly unsocial. 
He formed no friends, flattered no patrons. 

absol. 1393 Lanct. P. Pd. C. 1x. 147 Ancres and here- 
mites bat eten bote at nones, And freres pat flateren not. 
1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) Iv. xxxiil. 82 Them nedeth 
nought to glosen ne to flateren, for..hope of yeftes. 

3. To praise or compliment unduly or insincerely. 
+ Const. of. + Also in weaker sense, to gloss over, 
palliate (faults), speak too leniently to (an of- 
fender), *+ Formerly also intr. fo flatter with. 

a1228 Aucr. R. 222 (MS. Cleop. C. vi) Men.. pet flattered 
[other texts faltred, flakered] hire of freolac. 1535 CovEr- 
DALE Prov, xxviii. 23 He that rebuketh a man, shall fynde 
more fauoure at y® last, then he that flatreth him. x52 
Latimer Sev, 31 Jan., Here learne.. not to flatter with 
any body when they do .. wickedly, for Christ, perceauing 
his disciples to be vnbeleuers, flattered them not, but.. 
rebuked them for their faultes. 1659 Ray Corr. (1848) 2, 
I would not be flattered, I am not so fond of my own con- 
ceits. 1738 Pore £22, Sat. 1. 86 Let..ev’ry Fool and Knave 
Be grac’d thro’ Life, and flatter’d inhis Grave. Aod. ‘ Your 
beautiful voice —’ ‘Ah! you are flattering me.” 

absol. 1500-20 ?DunBaR Poems (1893) 310 Wryte I of 
liberalitie. .Than will thay say I flatter quyte. 1548 Hatt 
Chron. Edw. IV, 198, I neither dare nor wil write .. lest 
.. some men might thynke that I flattered a litle. 41782 
Cowrer Yadle 7. 88 The lie that flatters I abhor the most, 

4. To gratify the vanity or self-esteem of; to 
make self-complacent; to make (one) feel honoured 
or distinguished. Also, To tickle (a person’s 
vanity). 

¢1400 Rom. Rose 5941 Another shal have as moche .. for 
right nought .. If he can flater hir to hir pay. 1560 BisLe 
(Genev.) Ps. xxxvi. 2 He flattereth himselfe in his owne 
eyes. 1601 Suaks. $7. C..i 208 When I tell him, he 
hates Flatterers, He says, he does; being then most 
flattered. x717 Lapy M. W. Montacu Let. to Abbé Conti 
1 Apr., It is the emperor's interest to flatter them, 1791 


FLATTER. 


Mrs. Ravcuirre Nom. Forest viii, 1am .. flattered by the 
distinction you offer me. 1845 M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I. 22 
This was intended to flatter the bishop’s vanity. @ 1864 
bah sit (Webster), Others he flattered by asking their 
advice. 

transf. 1864 TrENNyson Ayluer’s F. 175 A splendid 
presence flattering the poor roofs. 


5. To play upon the vanity or impressionable- 
ness of (a person); to beguile or persuade with 
artful blandishments; to coax, wheedle. Const. 


Srom, into, to, out of. + Also intr. to flatter with. 

1500-20 Dunpar Poems xxx. 43 In me was falset with 
every wicht to flatter. 1537 Marruew Yudg. xvi. 5 Flatter 
with hym [1539 Taverner Flatter him] & se wherin hys 
great strenght lyeth. 1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 21 
As waywarde children the more they bee flatered the worse 
they are. 1591 Troub. Raigne K. Fohu u. (1611) 82 For 
Priests and women must be flattered. 1592 WarNER 4/6, 
Eng. vi. xxxiv. (1612) 167 He flattered his Neeces from 
their mother. 1650 FuLLer Pisgah u. i. § 24. 65 Or did 
he hope .. to flatter Heaven into a consent? 1667 Mitton 
P. L, x. 42 Man should be seduc’t And flatter’d out of all, 
believing lies Against his Maker. 1706 Puituirs (ed. 
Kersey), “latter, to coaks, soothe up or wheedle. 1833 
Auison Hist. Europe (1849) II. ix. § 51. 276 You may 
easily flatter a tyrant: but to flatter twenty-five millions 
of people is as impossible as to flatter the Deity himself. 

absol, 1611 Biste 1 Esdras iv. 31 The King was faine to 
flatter, that she might be reconciled to him againe. 

‘6. To beguile, charm away (sorrow, etc.) ; also, 
to beguile, charm Zo (tears). arch. 

1580 SIDNEY Arcadia I. (1629) 52 A place for pleasantnesse, 
not vnfit to flatter solitarinesse. 1597 SHaks. Rich. /L/, 
Iv. iv. 245 Flatter my sorrows with report of it. 1820 
Keats Z£ve St. Agnes iii, Music’s golden tongue Flatter’d 
to tears this aged man. 1871 R. Exuis tr. Ca/udlus |xviii. 
39 If nor books I send nor flatter sorrow to silence. 

7. To encourage or cheer (a person) with hopeful 
or pleasing representations ; to inspire with hope, 
usually on insufficient grounds. Also, To foster 
(hopes). | Formerly also intr. ¢o flatter with. 

1377 Lanct, P. P/. B, xx. 109 Fortune gan flateren .. bo 
fewe .. And byhight hem longe lyf. 1393 [see FLATTERING 
Ppl. a. 2.) 1587 FLeminc Contin. Holinshed 11. 1351/1 My 
lord, you are verie sicke, I will not flatter with you. 1g92 
Suaxs. Ver. & Ad. 989 Hope. .doth flatter thee in thoughts 
vnlikely. 1597 — 2 Hex. /V, 1. iii. 29 Flatt’ring himselfe 
with [Qo. in] Proiect of a power Much smaller, then the 
smallest of his Thoughts. 1601 — 7wed, NV. 1. v. 322 Desire 
him not to flatter with his Lord, Nor hold him up with 
hopes; I amnotfor him. 1730-1 Szui/?’s Lett. (1766) Il. 123 
Now were you in vast hopes you should hear no more from 
me..but don’t flatter yourself. 1762 H. WaLpoLe Vertue’s 
Aneca. Paint. (1765) 1. vi. 137 The Carews .. were flattered 
with the hopes of this match. 1794 PaLey Z£vid. u. v. 
(1817) 23 It was his business to have flattered the prevailing 
hopes. 1842 TENNyson Two Voices 204 Wilt thou make 
everything a lie To flatter me that I may die? 1855 Pres- 
cott Philip 7, I. 1. ix. 243 Men had flattered themselves. . 
with the expectation of some change for the better. 1890 
Daily News 24 Nov. 3/5 The Irish filly never flattered her 
backers. 

absol. 1593 Suaxs. Lucr. 172 Desire. .sweetely flatters. 

b. To please with the belief, idea, or suggestion 
that. Now chiefly ref. 

1592 SHaxs, Ven. § Ad. 978 Reuiuing ioy bids her re- 
ioyce, And flatters her, it is Adonis voyce. 171 AppIson 
Sect. No. 165 Px Their People might flatter themselves 
that Things are not so bad as they really are. 1753 Hume 
Let, 5 Jan. in Burton Life & Corr (1846) I. 378 My friends 
flatter me. .that I have succeeded. 1782 PRiestLEY Corrupt. 
Chr, I. Pref. 13, I flatter myself .. I have given reasonable 
satisfaction. @1796 Burns ‘As J was a wandering’, 
I flatter my fancy I may get anither. 1844 DisraE i 
Coningsby v. iv, ‘They flattered themselves it might be 
done. 1883 SrEvENSON 77easure Isl. 1v. xvi, We flattered 
ourselves we should be able to give a good account of 
a half-dozen. 

8. To ‘caress’, gratify (the eye, ear, etc.). 

Johnson describes this as fa sense purely Gallick’; but it 
occurs in his own writings, and is now established. 

1695 Drypen Observ. Du Fresnoy’s Art Paint. 130 
A Consort of Voices .. pleasingly fills the Ears and flatters 
them. 1722 WoLtaston Relig, Nat. ix. 206 He might .. 
be flattered with some verdures and the smiles of a few 
daisies on the banks of the road. 1882 Stevenson New 
Arab. Nts. (1884) 120 The beauty of the stone flattered the 
young clergyman’s eyes. 

absol. 1750 JoHnNsSON Rambler No. 80 P 2 The Hill 
flatters with an extensive View. 

9. To represent too favourably; to exaggerate the 
good points of. Said esp. of painters, or the like. 

1581 Petrie Gvazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 4 But if I flatter 
not my selfe, I have a whole minde within my crasie bodie. 
1591 SHAKS. J'wo Gent. tv. iv. 192 Yet the Painter flatter’d 
her a little. 1665 BoyLe Occas. Refi. vi. x. 222 If Art have 
not flatter’'d Nature. 1765 H. Watrote Vertue's Anecd. 
Paint. VV. 18 Oliver .. said to him ‘Mr, Lely, I desire you 
would use all your skill to paint my picture truly like me, 
and not flatter me at all.” 1768— Hist. Doubts 95 How 
much the characters of princes are liable to be flattered or 
misrepresented. 1885 E. Garretr AZ any Cost x. 169 My 
friends do not think that my portrait flatters me. 

absol. 1634 Prynne Documents agst. Prynne (Camden) 
25 A Queene, in whose prayse it is impossible for a poett to 
fayn, or orator to flatter. 1758 Home Agis Ded., A grate- 
ful imagination adorns its benefactor with every virtue, and 
even flatters with sincerity. 


10. With adverbs. Zo flatter zz (nonce-use) : to 
usher in or help forward with flattery. Zo flatter 
up: +(a) to indulge unduly, pamper, ‘ coddle’ ; 
(6) to flatter extravagantly; to work (oneself) up 
into self-complacency ; (c) monce-wse, to call up 
(a smile) by flattery. 
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1588 Suaks, LZ. L. L. vy. ii. 824 To flatter vp these powers 
of mine with rest. 1669 DrypEen 7yvannick Love w. i, 
I, like the Fiends, will flatter in his Doom, 1848 J, WaTER- 
wortH Canons & Decrees Trent 38 No one ought to flatter 
himself up with faith alone. 1891 G. MerepitH One of our 
Cong. ILI. xiii. 273 ‘We go’, Victor said to Nataly, and 
flattered-up a smile about her lips. 

Hence Fla‘ttered ff/. a. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 164 Flateryd, adulatus. 1665 MANLEY 
Grotius’ Low C. Warres 165 His Mind was so elevated into 
a flattered Conceit of himself. 1714 Suarress. Misc. Re/l. 
v. i, They become, like flatter’d Princes, impatient of Con- 
tradiction. 1725 Youne Love Fame i. 13 Flatter’d crimes 
of a licentious age, Reproach our silence. 1888 Sat. Rev. 
23 June 773/2 The flattered monarch refused to interfere. 

+ Flatter, v.2 Obs. [Onomatopeeic; cf. facker, 

flutter, flitter.] intr. To float, flutter. 

¢ 1375 Barsour 7roy-dz. u. 1752 He .. Flatterand amange 
pe wawes wode With gret force of his armes gane swyme. 
?a1450 Chaucer's Kut.’s T. 1104 (Petworth MS.) Aboue 
her hede her dowues flateringe [other texts flikeringe]. 
@1803 Sir Patrick Spens in Child Ballads um. \Wviii. 27/1 
And mony was the feather-bed That flattered on the faem. 

Flatterable (fle'térab’l), a. wonce-wd. [f. 
FLATTER v,1 + -ABLE.] That may be flattered, sus- 
ceptible to flattery. 

«1734 Nortu Lives I. 124 He was the most flatterable 
creature that ever was known, 

Flatter-blind (fle tembloind), v. sonce-cd. 
[f. FLarrer v.1 + BLIND v.] zrans. To flatter so as 
to make blind ; to blind with flattery. 

1818 CoLeripcE Let. in Lit. Rem. (1836) 11. 1 My next 
Friday’s lecture will, if I do not grossly flatter-blind myself, 
be interesting. 

Flattercap (fle'torkep). Ods. exc. dial. [f. 
as prec. + Cap sd.1] A flatterer. 

1681 W. Rosertson Phraseol, Gen. (1691) 613 Avaunt all 
flattercaps. 1855 Roxinson Whitby Gloss., Flatch or 
Flattercap, a flatterer ; a term applied to wheedling children, 
when they try by flattery to gain their own little ends. 


Flatter-dock (fleteidgk). [? f. FLarrer v.2 
+ Dock 56.1] A provincial name given to several 
large-leaved aquatic plants (‘docks’), probably 
from the floating leaf. 

1820 WiLBRAHAM Chesh. Gloss., Flatter Dock or Batter 


Dock, pond weed or potamogeton. 1878-86 Britten & 
Horvanp Plant-n,, Flatter Dock: 

Flatterer (fle:toro1). [f. Farrer y,! +-ER 1] 

1. One who flatters, in various senses of the vb. ; 
esp. one who employs false praise to obtain favour 
or otherwise serve his own purposes. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter xiv. 4 Flaterers & bakbiters ere 
fere fra pis life. 1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) m1. ili, 51 
Ye that haue ben flaterours and traitours to youre frendes. 
1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 88, I had lever .. be 
reproued ,.of euery persone, than to be praysed of a flaterer, 
@1680 Butter Rem. (1759) II. 443 A Flatterer is a Dog, 
that fawns when he bites. 1727 Gay Fadles 1. i. 77 For 
beasts of prey, a servile train, Have been the flatt’rers of 
my reign. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxviii, ‘I am afraid 
Sir Mulberry is a flatterer, my lord’, said Mrs. Wititterly. 
188: Rita JZy Lady Coguette xx, You are a sad flatterer, 
Rose. 

2. Comb., as flatterer-like adj. 

1630 Drayton JZoses 1. 118 Three lab’ring months them 
flatterer-like beguiled. 

Fla‘tteress. Ods. [f. Fuarrur sd.1+-nss. Cf. 
OF. flateresse.| A female flatterer. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour G ij, In her companye she had 
a woman a flatteresse and a grete liar. 1569 J. SANFORD tr. 
Agripfpa’s Van. Artes 154 Wherefore Plato calleth this 
[Cookery] the flatteresse of Phisicke. 1658 Herxuam, 
Een Vieydersse, a Flattresse, or a Flattering woman. 

Flattering (fle'torin), 7. sb. [f. FLATTER v.1 
+-InG1.] The action of the vb, FLarrEr, in its 
various senses. Now rare exc. in gerundial use. 

a1225 Ancr. R, 320 Vor fearlac, vor flatterunge. a@1340 
Hamrote Psalter v. 11 Wib flaterynge bai deuoure wham 
swa pai may felaghe wib baim. c1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 
1977 Thurgh his fals flatering With the Sodon was he 
dwelling. 1563-87 Foxr A. §- JZ. (1596) 951/2 The preachers 
.» preached nothing but lies and flatterings. 1607 Hizron 
Wks. 1. 430 Secret soothing and flattering of the heart. 1678 
R. Barcray Agol. Quakers Ded., The flattering of court 
parasites. - 

Flattering, #//. a. [f. as prec. +-1NG 2.] 

1. Of a person, his actions, utterances, etc. ; That 
flatters or tries to please by praise, generally in- 
sincere ; adulatory. 

1484 Caxton ables of Afsop i. xv, The foole whiche herd 
the flaterynge wordes of the foxe beganne to open his bylle 
for to synge. 1550 CrowLey Efigr. 839 Be ware of all 
flatterynge frendis. 1600 Suaxs. A. Y. L. tv. i. 188 That 
flattering tongue of yours wonne me. 1781 Gipson Decl. § 
#. I11. 115 The most flattering bard ..would have hesitated 
to affirm, that he surpassed the measure of the demi-gods of 
antiquity. 4 

+b. Coaxing, wheedling. Ods. 

¢1386 Cuaucer I’*yiar’s Prol. 30,1 schal him telle which 
a gret honour Is to ben a fals flateryng lymytour. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 1. 269 Thy flatt’ring Method on the 
Youth pursue. | Fe 

2. Suggesting pleasurable (usually, delusive) an- 
ticipations or beliefs; pleasing to the imagination. 

1393 Gower Conf, III. 174, I shall .. deceive and lie With 
flaterende prophecie. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 57 
Flee all y® false flateryng promesses of y® worlde. 1596 
Suaxs. Tam. Shr. 1. i. 44 Euen_as a flatt’ring dreame. 
1717 Pore Epist, to Fervas 23 What flatt’ring scenes our 
wand’ring fancy wrought! «1859 Macautay //zst. Eng. 
V. 305 He had consulted by letter all the most eminent 
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physicians .. and, as he was apprehensive that they might 
return flattering answers if they knew who he was, he had 
[ete.]. 1871 R. Hurtey Lez. in Raymond Statist. Mines & 
Mining (1872) 203 The prospects at this camp are very 
flattering. 

b. Of the weather, the stars, etc.: Promising, 
(delusiyely) encouraging hope. Now varve. 

1633 T. Srarrorp Pac. Hzb. u. xxx. 278 Don Juan.. 
hourely expecting a wind to bee gone, and finding a flatter- 
ing gale went aboard. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 413 Such 
flattering weather is commonly the forerunner of a Tempest. 
r71x Swirt Frul. to Stella 27 Oct., It has been a terrible 
rainy day, but so flattering in the morning, that I would 
needs go out in my new hat. 1847 Emerson Poems, Thre- 
nody Wks. (Bohn) I. 490 For flattering planets seemed to 
3 This child should ills of ages stay. ' 

. Gratifying to self-esteem; highly compli- 
mentary. 

1757 Burke Abridgm. Eng. Hist. Wks. 1842 II. 593 These 
opinions are flattering to national vanity. 1820 Lams Fizal 
Mem. viii. To Mr. Rogers 277 It is not the flatteringest 
compliment .. to an author to say, you have not read his 
book yet. 183: Sir J. Sincrair Cory. II. 273 The very 
flattering terms in which he expressed himself. 1852 Mrs. 
Stowe Uncle Tom’s C. xxxvi, The dark beauty of the sup- 
posed little girl drew many flattering comments from the 
passengers. 


+4. Caressing, handling lightly. Cf. Frarrmr v.1 
Ib. Obs. 


a picture or the like. 

1595 SHAKS. Yohn 11. i. 503 Till now, infixed I beheld my 
selfe, Drawne in the flattering table of her ele! 1718 Prior 
Alma ut. 23 The flatt’ring Glass of Nature. 1774 GoLpsM. 
Retail. 63 A flattering painter, who made it his care To draw 
men as they ought to be, not as they are, 

6. quasi-adv. = FLATTERINGLY adv. 

1392 Suaks. Row. § Ful. u.ii.14r All this is but a dreame, 

- Too flattering sweet to be substantiall. : 

Hence Fla‘tteringness, the quality of being 
flattering. 

1894 Temple Bar Mag. Cl. 195 She gently tempers its 
flatteringness by the remark. 

Flatteringly (fleterinli), adv. 
-LY2,] Ina flattering manner. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 107 Pey answerde ful 
falsely and flateryngly bat nay. 1548 Hatt Chron. Introd. 7 
The king flateringly and with great dissimulacion made 
proclamacion. 1661 CowLry Disc. Govt. O. Cromwell Ess. 
(1669) 56 Pray Countryman (said he, very kindly and very 
flatteringly). 1719 Lonpon & Wise Cowipl. Gard. 298 How 
flatteringly fair soever the weather appear. 1865 Mrs. 
Rippett Geo. Geith II. vi. 56 Still hope whispered flatter- 
ingly that the girl might grow to love him. 


+Flatterous, a. Ods. [f. Fuarrmr sb.1 or 
FLATTER-Y +-ouS.] Of, pertaining to, or suitable 
for a flatterer ; flattering. 

1546 Bate rst Exam, Anne Askewe 18b, Trust not to 
moche in the flatterouse faunynge of soche wylye foxes. 

Hence Fla‘tterously adv., flatteringly. 

1667 Otpenbure Let. to Boyle 3 Dec. in Boyle's Wks. 
(1772) VI. 253 If he durst believe himself, who is flatterously 
given, he is much better than he was before. 

Flattery (flztéri). Forms: 4 flaterie, (south. 
vlaterie), 4-6 flatery(e, (5 flatere, -eri, -irry, 
-urye, 6 flat(t)ry), 6-7 flatterie, 6- flattery. 
[ad. F. flatterie (OF. flaterte=Pr. flataria), f. 

fiatteur (OF. flatere) a flatterer, f. flatter (OF. 
Jlater) ; see FLATTER v.! and -ERY I b.] 

1, The action or practice of flattering; false or in- 
sincere praise; adulation; cajolery, blandishment. 

c1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2155 For thou leuest wel flaterie. 
c 1386 Cuaucer Pars. T.? 539 Flaterie is generally wrongful 
preysing. 1413 Piler, Sow/e (Caxton 1483) Iv. xxx. 78 How 
dar ther ony man deceyuen suche persone by fauour of 
flaterye. 1484 Caxton Fables of sof 1. ix, Ofte the good 
men lese theyr goodes by the decepcion and flaterye of the 
peruers and evylle folke. 1526 Pilgr. Pex/. (W. de W. 1531) 
riz Somtyme vnder the cloke of good maner, he bryngeth 
in adulacyon or flatery. 1646 J. Bensriccr Vsura acconi- 
modata 15 The flattery of deceitfull borrowers. 1710 STEELE 
Tatler No. 139 Pt That general Cause of all their [Women’s] 
Follies, and our Misfortunes, their Love of Flattery. 1771 
Gotpsm. A/ist. Eng. Il. 217 He was resolved to maintain 
himself in it.. by tyranny over his inferiors, and flattery to 
the queen. 1826 DisraEti V7v Grey vi. i, Flattery is the 
destruction of all good fellowship. ; yh ad 

2. fig. ‘Gratifying deception, delusion’ (Schmidt). 

cx1600 SHaks, Sov, xlii. 14 My friend and I are one: 
Sweet flattery ! then she loves but me alone. 1604 — O//. 
IV. i, 133. 

3. With a@ and Z/. 

1593 Suaks. Rich. JJ, ut. ii. 216 He does me double 
wrong, that wounds me with the flatteries of his tongue. 
1665 BoyLe Occas. Refi. Ded. 6 It is.. Your Custome to look 
evn upon Smal Praises as Flatteries. 1700 Drypen /addes 
Pref., You never cool while you read Homer, even not in 
the Second Book (a graceful Flattery to his Countrymen). 

Flatting (fle tin), vd/. 5d. [f. Fuarv.2 + -1neh] 

1. The action or process of laying, pressing, or 
beating out flat; sfec. the process of rolling 
metal into plates; also in Glass-making, the process 
of flattening a split glass cylinder. 

1611 Corcr., Lplatement, a flatting ; a laying flat vnto; 
a making broad or flat. 1687 TausmAn London's 777. 6 In 
another apartment is .. Flatting and Drawing of Gold .. 
Wyre. 1799 G. Smiru Ladoratory 1, 318 A flatting-mill, 
such as those employed in the flatting of gold. As 

ey 


[f. prec. + 
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b. concr. A layer of mortar. 

1829 J. Hopcson in J. Raine AZewz. (1858) II. 161 The wall 
has been constructed in regular flattings, with layers of 
basaltic rumlar work between each flatting of the mortar. 

+ 2. The process of becoming flat. Of wine: The 
process of becoming vapid or insipid. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 30 The flatting of the Surface in the 
middle is from the abatement of the waters pressure out- 
wards. 1675 W. CuarLeTon Two Disc. u. 160 The Palling 
or Flatting of Wines. 

+3. Music. The lowering (of a note) by one 
semitone. Ods. 

1674 PLayrorp S#ill Mus. 1. ii. to These two B Cliffs. .are 
usually put to several Notes in the middle of any song or 
Lesson for the Flatting or Sharping of Notes. 

4. Coal-mining. (Sce quots., and see FLAT sd.3 4.) 

1883 GresLtrey Gloss. Coal Mining, Flatting, drawing or 
leading coals underground with horses and lads.  189r 
Labour Commission Gloss., Platting .. is the stacking of 
coal by boys at the flat. : . 

5. Gilding and Housepainting. The action of 
Frat v.2 8. Also concr. The overlaid coat. 

1823 P. Nicuotson Pract, Build. 410 The Nottingham 
white-lead is the most esteemed for what is called flatting, 
or dead white. 188: Younc Every Man his own Mechanic 
§ 1582 The finishing coat is to be ‘ flatting’. 

6. attrib. and Comb., as flatting furnace, hammer, 
hearth, stone, tool, (chiefly in Glass-making: see 
1) ; flatting coat, colour, white (sense 5) ; flatting- 
mill, a mill for flattening, esf. one for rolling 
metal into sheets and forming the ribbon from 
which the planchets are cut in coining, 

1875 Ure’s Dict. Arts 11. 402 The *flatting colour should 
be incorporated with a large quantity of spirits of turpentine. 
1810 James J7/¢/it. Dict,, Flattoir, a *flatting hammer. 1618 
in Lord’s Debates (Camd. 1870) 138 Twoe *flatting milnes. 
1799 G. SmivH Laboratory I. 318 A flatting-mill, such as 
silver-wire drawers use. 1823 P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 
406 In the operation of making it [milled lead], a laminating- 
roller is used, or a flatting-mill. 1891 Star 24 Oct. 4/6 
Jeweller’s flatting mills. 

Flattish (fle'tif),@. [f. Fuar a. +-1sH.] Some- 
what flat. 

1611 SpeeD Theat. Gt. Brit. 11. xi. § 4 Where the hils settle 
any thing flattish. 1713 Deruam Phys.-Theol. iv. xi. 201e, 
These worms. .have large flattish Heads. 1840 Evid. Hull 
Docks Cont. 9, It is a flattish shore. 1877 J. D. CuamBers 
Divine Worship 253 The Chalices of the thirteenth century 
- were round and wide-mouthed and flattish. 

Flatty (fle ti), sd. slang. [f. Fat 56.3+-y1.] 
One who is ignorant of the methods of professional 
thieving; a flat; also comb.: flatty-ken (see quot.). 

1851 Mayuew Lond. Labour (1861) I. 218 They betray to 
the ‘flatties’. .all their profits and proceedings. /é¢d. (1851) 
I. 243 ‘ Flatty-kens’, that is, houses the landlord of which is 
not ‘awake’ or ‘fly’ to the ‘moves’ and dodges of the trade. 

Flatulence (fletiz/léns). [a. F. flatulence, f. 

Jlatulent ; see FLATULENT and -ENCE.] 

1. genx. The condition of being charged with gas. 

@ 1816 SHERIDAN Sch. Scand. ui. iii. Wks. 1821 I. 77 The 
Spa water..has all the pertness and flatulence of Cham- 
paigne, without the spirit or flavour. 

2. esp. The state or condition of having the 
stomach or other portion of the alimentary canal 
charged with gas. 

1858 Cortanp Dict. Pract. Med. I. 1044 When flatulence 
precedes or attends organic lesions of the stomach. 

b. The tendency in various kinds of food to 
produce this state. 

3. fig. Inflated or puffed-up condition, windiness, 
vanity ; pomposity, pretentiousness. 

riz tr, S. Werenfels’ Dis. Logomachys 229 Remember to 
distinguish between true Sublimity of Mind and Stile, and 
a vain flatulence of both. 1750 Jounson Rambler No. 75 
P 10 Covert insults which serve to give vent to the flatulence 
of pride. 

Flatulency 
-ENCY. | 

1. =Ftatutence 2, Also an instance of this. 

1660 Lovett Hist. Anim. § Min. 159 They discussing 
their flatulency by garrulity. 173x ArsutHNnor A dinents v. 
(1735) 140 The most sure Sign of a deficient Perspiration is 
Flatulency, or Wind. 1757 A. Cooper Distiller ut. viii. 
(1760) 135 Cinnamon. . dispels Flatulencies, and is a pleasant 
Cardiac. 1806 Med. Frnl. XV. 367 His disease originated 
from flatulency. 1858 CorLanp Dict. Pract. Med. 1. 1043 
latulency .. an undue formation and accumulation of air 
in the stomach or intestines, with frequent rejection of it. 

b. Tendency to cause flatulence. 
_ 1599 H. Burres Dyets drie Dinner FE viij, Other referre 
it to their [Beanes’] flatulencie, whereby they provoke to 
lechery, 

2. = FLATULENCE 3. 

1662 GurnaLt Chr. in Arm. (1669) 343/2 The flatulency of 
them which puffs up others into pride. ¢ 1698 Locke Cond. 
Underst, xxii, Puffed up with a flatulency arising from a 
weak and narrow comprehension. 

Flatulent (fleti/lént), a. Also 7 flatilent. 
[a. F. fatulent, ad. mod.L. flatulent-us, f.L. flat-us 
a blowing, f. fare to blow: see -ULENT.] 

+1. Of a windy nature, full of air or wind. Of 
a tumour: Turgid with air. Ods. 

1600 SuRFLET Countrie Marme vi. xxii. 773 The vnprofit- 
able and excrementous humour consumed, and the flatulent 
or windie parts thereof discussed. 1704 F. Futter Jed, 
Gym, (1705) 70 The Contents of the Stomach are much 
rarefi'd and flatulent. 1723 Quincy Lex. Physico-Med, 
(1730) Flatulent Tumours are such as easily yield to the 
Pressure of the Finger, but readily return, by their elasticity, 


(flee'tiz/lénsi), [f. mext: see 
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to a tumid State again. 1745 Brownrice in Phd. Trans. 
LV. 238 Those spirits of fountains are flatulent and elastic. 

2. Liable to, or prolific in, windy blasts. rave. 

1671 R. Bonun Wind 65 The Spring and Autumn .. are 
the most Flatulent Seasons of the yeere. 1840 BArHAM 
Ingol. Leg., Bagmuan’s Dog, Those flatulent folks known in 
Classical story as Aquilo, Libs, Notus, Auster, and Boreas. 

3. Generating or apt to generate gas in the ali- 
mentary canal; causing wind. 

1599 H. Buttes Dyets drie Dinner C ij b, Peaches.. Being 
soft, moist, and flatulent, they engender humours. 1674-81 
Biount Glossogy. s. v., Pease and Beans are flatulent meat. 
1731 Arputunort A dients vi. (1735) 221 Vegetables abound 
more with aerial Particles, than animal Substances, and 
therefore are more flatulent. 1837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 
II. 321 Eaten in quantity it [beet-root] often proves flatulent. 

4. a. Of a disease, etc. : Attended with or caused 
by the accumulation of gases in the alimentary 
canal. b. Of persons: Troubled with flatulence : 


see FLATULENCE 2. 

1655 CuLrerrerR Wiverius vu. i. 147 Whence comes a flatu- 
lent Asthma. 1732 ArsutHnot Rules of Diet 372 If they 
are not flatulent several have been cured by a Milk-Diet. 
1844-57 G. Birp Urin. Deposits (ed. 5) 310 Being merely the 
subject of occasional attacks of indigestion, with flatulent 
eructations. 1847 Youatr “Horse xiv. 300 Flatulent Colic. 

absol, 1858 Cortanp Dict. Pract. Med, III. 1. 550 The 
dyspeptic, the flatulent, and the sedentary. 

5. fig. Inflated or puffed up, ‘windy’; empty, 
vain, pretentious. 

1658 OsBorn Adv, Son (1673) 237 Religion grows flatulent 
and Hypocritical. 1697 DrypEn Ze7s Ded. e4 How 
many of those flatulent Writers have I known. 1742 
Younc Ji. Th. vi. 239 Flatulent with fumes of self-applause. 
1863 WV. & Q. 3rd Ser. IV. 284 Much of the poetry is little 
more than very flatulent declamation. 1870 SwinBURNE 
Less. & Stud. (1875) 261 A score or two of poems, each more 
feeble and more flatulent than the last. 

Hence Fla‘tulently adv,, in a flatulent manner ; 
Fla‘tulentness, the condition of being flatu- 


lent. 

1563 T. Gate Axtidot. 11. 39 It .. healeth flatulentnes of 
Hypochondria, etc. 1727 Baixey (vol. Il), /latulentuess, 
Windiness, Flatulency, 1864 WessTErR, PVatezlently. 


+ Flatuling, v0/. sb. Obs. rare—'. [as if f. 
*flatule vb., back-formation from FLATULENT.] In- 


flation (of the flesh); puffiness. 

1634 T. Jounson Parey’s Chirurg. xv. xii. 572 This half 
crude humor remaining there, raiseth much flatuling. 

+ Flatuo'se, @. Ods. rare. [asifad. L. */atuds- 
us, f. flatus a blowing.] = FLATuoUs. 

1727 in Batey vol. II. 

| Flatuosity (fle:tizp'siti). Ods. [ad. F. 

Jiatuostté, f, flatweux: see FLATUOUS and -1ry.] 
The state or condition of being ‘ flatuous ’, 

1. =FLATULENCE 2. 

1600 SurFLET Countrie Farme vi. xxii. 777 It attenuateth 
.. crude and colde humours, and flatuosities abounding in 
flegmatike and melancholicke persons. 1675 J. Love Clavis 
Med. 45 Remove that flatuosity, which is the cause of thy 
Disease. 1727 BrapLey Mam. Dict. s.v. Apoplexes, Caused 
either by.. Phlegm, Melancholy, Flatuosity, or Choler. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Flatuosity, flatulence, the development 
of gas in the interior of the body. 

b. Tendency to cause flatulence. 

1708 Brit. Apollo No. 49. 2/1 It is .. added to windy Ali- 
ments to correct their flatuosity. 

2. concr. A quantity of wind, air, or gas. 

1597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 108 Oedema, which is, the 
flatuosities dispersed in other parts musculous. 1601 Hor- 
LAND Péiny I, 21 If this flatuositie [L. Zaztus] or vapour doe 
struggle and wrestle within the cloud, from thence it com- 
meth that thunderclaps be heard. 

+ Fla‘tuous, a. Os. Also 7 flateous. [ad. 
F. flatueux, as if ad. L. *#atuds-us, f. L. fldtus a 
blowing : see -0USs.] 

1, Of a windy nature; full of wind or gas; = 
FLATULENT 1. 

1580 G. Harvey Three Proper Lett. 12 Such feverous .. 
and flatuous spirits as lurke within. 1603 HoLLanp Plutarch’s 
Mor. 704 Like as in our bodies there. .arise certeine flatuous 
tumors. 1653 GAaupEN /V/zerasp. 44 Their flatuous and un- 
refined Wines. 1710 Death of T. Whigg u. 45 Whose Blood 
being flatuous and foul. 

2. a. Resulting from inflation. 
wind in its action. 

1658 Sir T, Browne Gard. Cyrus ili. 134 Seeds, wherein at 
first may be discerned a flatuous distension of the husk. 
1662 J. Cuanpier Van Helmont's Oriat. 78 It hath well 
pleased the Eternall, to place in the Stars, a flatuous, violent, 
motive force. 

3. =FLATULENT 3. 

1601 HoLianp Pliny II. 170 If aman eat them [mulberries] 
alone. .they swell in the stomack and be very flatuous. 1603 
Hoianp Plutarch’s Rom. Quest. (1892) 64 So it is that 
pulse be flateous and windy. 1676 ‘T. GLover in PAdz?. 
Trans, X1.634 They use no correctives to take away the 
flatuous, nauseous, and other bad qualities of them. 

=FLATULENT 4. 

1600 W. VauGHAN Directions for Health (1633) 55 The 
morphew, or else some flatuous windy humour, 1694 Wesrt- 
macott Script. Herb, 20 The plaster seldom fails in cold 
flatuous pains. 1710 T, Futter Pharm, Extemp, 118 It 
[i.e. the Electuary] is a notable experimented thing against 
..flatuous Stitches in the Side. 

. fig. =FLATULENT 5. 

1630 May Lucan Contn. 1. 353 But swift as thoughts can 
flie .. in a moment goe The flatuous dreames through th’ 
aire. 1653 A. Witson Yas. J, 291 Willing to be less than 
the least in the Times flatuous opinion. 1720 J. JoHNSON 
Canons Ch, Eng. Advt. to Reader § 7 They were drawn 


b, Resembling 
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in a very flatuous Style, and contain but very little Sense 
in many Lines. 

Hence +} Fla‘tuousness. 

1600 SurFLET Countrie Farme vi. xxii. 797 Such [wines] 
. .ingender a masse of many crudities, and much flatuousnes. 
1620 VENNER Via Recta vii. 113 In Feuers (by reason of 
their heat and flateousnes) they are not to be admitted. 
1647 Warp Sip. Cobler 87, I can impute it to nothing, but 
to the flatuousnesse of our diet. 

Flatus (flét#s). Pl. flatuses. [a. L. /ldtus 
a blowing, f. fare to blow.] 

| 1. A blowing, a blast ; a breath, a puff of wind. 

Flatus vocis (the breath of the voice), a phrase used to 
describe the ultra-nominalist opinion attributed to Roscel- 
linus (12th c.), that universals have no substantial or con- 
ceptual existence, but consist in nothing more than the mere 
sound of their names. ‘ 

1692 Ray Dissol. World t, iii. (1693) ro It might possibly 
be effected by the same Causes that Earthquakes are, viz. 
subterraneous Fires and Flatuses. 1706 S. CLarke Le?. to 
Dodwell 3x You make the Soul, as being a mere /latus, 
to have a more precarious subsistence even than mere Matter 
itself. 1875 Wuitney Life Lang. iv. 64 Made by letting 
slip a bit of breath or Zatus. 

. Path. An accumulation or development of 


wind in the stomach or bowels; wind. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 85 From the antipathetical 
concourse of which two ariseth a secret incoercible flatus. 
1728 Rurry in Phil. Trans. XX XV. 563 She said neverthe- 
less, that Flatuses would sometimes be discharged from the 
Pudenda. 1858 Corranp Dict. Pract. Med. I. 1043 To 
ascertain the source of the flatus which is often formed so 
abundantly in the digestive canal. 1872 F. G. Tomas Dis. 
Women 133 That a free escape of flatus might be un- 
obstructed. si “ r : 

3. A morbid inflation or swelling. /¢. and jig. 

170z Eng. Theophrast. 9 Blown up with a flatus of envy 
and vanity. 1730 Swirt Vind. Ld. Carteret Wks. 1761 III. 
189 An incensed political surgeon ..will .. lay open .. the 
corruption of his heart, and spots and flatuses of his spleen. 

4. nonce-use. = AFFLATUS 2. 

1719 D’Urrey Pills (1872) II. 201 But this is not it, That 
the flatus will fit, Or make the dull Reader grow merry. 

Flat-ways, -wise (fle ‘twé!z, -woiz). larely 
flat-way. [f. Fuav a, + -ways, -WIsE.] With 
the flat side (instead of the edge) uppermost, fore- 
most, or applied to another surface. Opposed to 
EDGE-WAYS, -WISE. ; 

1601 HoLtanp Pliny xvut. xviii. 578 The broad bit of the 
plough-share. .lying flatwise. 1684 BoyLE Povousn. Anim. 
§ Solid Bod. vii. 108 These Plates..were laid on flat-wise. 
1692 RusHwortu //zst. Coll. (1721) V. 358 They drew their 
Swords, and laid on some of them Flatways. 1751 R. Pat- 
tock P. Wilkins (1884) I, xix. 195, I..leaped off flatwise 
with face towards the water. c1790 Imison Sch. Art II. 11 
Steep the print, flat way, in warm-water. 1807 Med. Frad. 
XVII. 212 It [was] very difficult to get the handle of a spoon 
(flat-ways) between his teeth. 1870 E. J. Reep in Alacm. 
Mag. Nov. 5/2 Such a raft will not float flatwise. 1879 
F. W. Rosinson Coward Conscience 1. iii., He. . fell flatwise 
upon the gravel. : 

Flaughen (flaxon). Sc. Also flaughin, 
flauchin. [Cognate with next; the precise forma- 
tion is obscure.] A flake of fire or snow. 

1649 Visct. Kenmure Sf. in Select Biog. (1845) I. 401 
The sparks and flaughens of this love shall fly up. 1812 
A. Scotr Poems 43 Gag) As new fa’n snaw That, fleecy 
pure, in flaughins fa’. 

Flaught (fot, Sc. flaxt), sd.1 Chiefly Sc. Also 
4-5 flaght(e, 8-9 flaucht. [ME. //a3¢, prob. repr. 
either OE. *fleaht or ON. *flaht-r (Icel. fldtir, 
used only in the sense ‘act of flaying’: see Fritzner 
s.v.); the OTeut. type would be */ahtu-z, f. either 
of the parallel roots fah-, flak- (Aryan plak-, plag-), 
whence FLAKE sd.2 and FLAw 50.2, both which have 
senses identical with those of this word.] 

1. =Fuaxe 50.2 1 a. Obs. exc. Se. 

1483 Cath, Angl. 133 A flaghte of snawe, /Zoccus. 
JAMIESON Ss. V. Laucht, A flaucht of snaw. 

b. A lock of hair or wool; =FLAKE sd.2 1b; 


spec. (see quot. 1825). 

1786 Ross Helenore (1789) 55 In flaughts roove out her 
hair, 1806 R. Jamirson Pop, Ballads 1. 20 He’s sent to 
you what ye lo’ed maist, A flaught 0’ his yellow hair. 1825 
Brockett Gloss. N. C. Words, Flaut, Flought a roll of 
wool carded ready for spinning. 

2. A flash; a flash of lightning; a ‘tongue’ of 
flame; =F.Lake sb,2 2. Cf, FIRE-FLAUGHT. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 17372 (Cott.) His cher lik was flaght 
[fx slaght] 0 fire. a@1724 Vision ii. in Ramsay's Ever- 
green (1824) I, 212 The Thunder crakt, and Flauchts did 
rift Frae the blak Vissart of the Lift. 1820 Blackw. Mag. 
Nov, 202 Naething but a flaucht o’ fire every now and 
then, to keep the road by. 1876 Mid-Yorksh. Gloss. 
Flaught or Fire-flaught applied to the particle of ‘ live’ 
gaseous coal which darts out of a fire. 1887 SwinBuRNE. 
Locrine ww. i. 159 When your eyes Wax red and dark, with 
flaughts of fire between, I fear them. ‘ 

3. A sudden blast of wind (and rain); = FLAKE 
56.5 b, Fuaw sb.2, Sc. 

180z Sispatp Chron, Sc. Poetry IV. Gloss., Flaggis, 
Flaughts, sudden blasts of wind, or of wind and rain, J/od. 
Sc. The snaw is fleein by in flauchts, 

4. A turf; also collect. turf.. Obs. exc. dial. Cf. 
FLAG 50.2, FLAKE sb.2 

13.. &. E. Allit. P. A. 57,1 felle xeou pat floury fla3t, 
7483 Cath. Angl. 134 A Flaghte..vbi a turfe. ¢ 1746 
ii OLLIER (Tim Bobbin) View Lanc. Dial. Wks. (1862) 47 

eh Heart as leet as o bit on o Flaight, J/ézd. Gloss., 
Flaight, a light turf. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Flaughts pl. 
turves for the fire. In Whitby Abbey Rolls, ‘ flaghts.’ 
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Flaught (flaxt), 54.2 Sc. [var. of Fuocur.] 

1. A spreading out, as of wings for flight; a 
fluttering or agitated movement ; a commotion. 

18zrt Garr Annals of Parish vii. 75 Nothing was 
spared but what the servants in the first flaught gathered 
up in a hurry and ran with. 1822 Sir A. Wylie II. i. 5 
Getting up wi a great flaught of his arms, 

2. A flock of birds flying together ; a flight. 

1818 Zain. Mag. Aug. 155 As gin they had been a flaucht 


o’ dows. 

Plaught, 50.3 Sc. [f.the vb.] In Z/. ‘ Instru- 
ments used in preparing wool.’ (Jam.) 

1875 in Ure’s Dict. Arts II. 402. 

Flaught (flaxt), v. Sc. and xorth. dial. Also 
flauch(t. [f. Fuaueut sd.1 (sense 1 b).] ‘To 
card (wool) into thin flakes’ (Jam. Swfp/. 1825). 

Flaught (fot, 5c. flaxt),adv. Sc. [Cf. Fuaucur 
sb.2] With outspread wings; with great eagerness 
(Jam.). Cf. FLAUGHTBRED. 

1806 Train Sparrow & H., Poet. Reveries 80 Then flaught 
on Philip, wi’ a rair, She flew, an’ pluck’t his bosom bare. 

Flaughtbred, adv. Sc. [f. Fuaueut adv. + 
bred, pa. pple. of BREDE v.? to spread out.] With 
the arms spread out like the wings of a flying 
bird ; hence, eagerly. 

1768 Ross Helenore (1789) 14 Lindy..catcht a fa’, Flaught- 
bred upon his face, and there he lay. did. 82 Flaught- 
bred upon her, butt the house he sprang. 1785 Poems 
Buchan Dial. 4 The first man that..Came flaught-bred to 


the toulzie, 

Flau‘ghter, sd. Sc. Also 5-9 flauchter, (6 
-tir), 9 flachter. [prob. a parallel formation to 
FravuGut sd.1, with suffix -¢o- instead of -Zz-.] 
A paring of turf. Also Comé., flaughter-fail, a 
turf cut with a flaughter-spade, i.e. a breast- 
plough used for this purpose. 

1492 Act. Dom. Conc. (1839) 288 Twa hingand lokis, 
a flauchter sped, a cruk [etc.] a@x1550 Christis Kirke Gr. 
xxii, For faintness thae forfochtin fulis Fell doun lyk 
flauchtir fails. 1799 J. Ronertson Agric. Perth 247 The 
spade for paring ought to be similar to that used in Scotland 
for casting Turf, provincially the Flaughter-spade. 1818 
Edin. Mag. Oct. 331 A sufficient quantity of flauchter-fail 
was pared from the eastern side of a hill. 1846 Brocketr 
Gloss. N. C. Words (ed. 3), Flaughter, the thin turf turned 
up when ground is pared, 

Flau‘ghter, v.! Sc. Also 9 fla(u)chter.  [f. 
prec.]_ ‘To pare turf from the ground’ (Jam.). 

1721 Gloss. in Ramsay's Wks. I. 388. 

Flaughter (fla-xter), v.2 Sc. and north. dial. 
Also 8 flauchter, 8-9 flawter. [app. f. FLAUGHT 
50.2; cf. FLICHTER, FLOGHTER vs. ] 

1. zxtr. To make a fluttering motion; also of a 
light, to flicker. 

1789 D. Davinson Seasons 84 The wild duck .. Fast 
flaughters, quacking to the farther shore. 1816 Scorr 
Antig. xxi, ‘He wad hae seen a glance o’ the light frae the 
door o’ the cave, flaughtering against the hazels on the 
other bank,’ 


2. a. intr. To be in a flutter; to be angry or 
afraid. b. ¢rans. To put into a flutter ; to frighten, 


flurry. 
1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Flawter, to be angry or 
afraid. N. 1847 Whistlebinkie (Sc. Songs) (1890) II. 238 


His muckle thick skull she would flaughter. 
son Whitby Gloss., ‘I was sair flowter’d.’ 

Hence Flaughter s5/., a fluttering motion, 
flutter. 

1789 D. Davipson Seasons 42 The swallows pop Wi’ 
lazy flaughter, on the gutter dub. 

+ Fla‘uging, 2//. a. Obs. ? =FLoccine. 

1682 D’Urrey /ujured Princess 1. 1. 6 Ask him if he 
knows where we may find a sound Wench: he’s a flauging 
old Whipster, I warrant him. 

+Flaumpaump, [?Corruptionof FLAMPOINT. ] 

1592 G. Harvey Pierce’s Super. 181, I have seldome.. 
tasted a more savoury flaumpaump of words..in any slut- 
tish pamfletter. 

Flaumpeyn, var. of FLAMPOINT. 

Flaunt (flont), sd. Now rare. Also 6-7 flant. 
[f. Fuaunt z,] 

1. The action or habit of flaunting, or making 


a display. Also +27 or upon the flaunt. 

@1625 Boys Wks. (1630) 403 The Flant and froth of a 
faire phrase without soundnesse of Argument. a@ 1625 
Fietcuer “alse One u. iii, Dost thou come hither with thy 
flourishes, Thy flaunts, and faces, to abuse men’s manners. 
a1625 — Woman's Prize u. i, Is this stern woman still 
upon the flaunt Of bold defiance? /déd. 1. vi, They are 1 
th’ flaunt, sir. 1830 Hotmes Our Yankee Girls 19 Who 
heeds the silken tassel’s flaunt Beside the golden corn? 

+2. Something used to make a show; showy 
dress, finery. Ods. 

1590 H. Smitu Wedding Garment 39 So the wedding Gar- 
ment shall seeme better then all the flants of vanity. 1611 
Suaks, Wint, T. 1v, iv. 23 In these my borrowed Flaunts. 

Flaunt (flgnt), v. Also 6-8 flant. [Of un- 
known origin. 

The monosyllables of similar ending are (exc. perh. 
gaunt) all from Fr.; but no Fr. word is known which 
could be the source. Possibly the word may be an onomato- 
peeia formed with a vague recollection of /7y, flout and 
vaunt, Prof. Skeat compares mod. Sw. dial. Zankt loosely, 
flutteringly (f. /Zanka to flutter, waver), also mod. Ger. 
(Bavarian) fanderx to flutter, flaunt ; but the late appear- 
ance of the word in Eng. makes it doubtful whether any 
connexion exists. ] oe 
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l. zztr. Of plumes, banners, etc.: To wave gaily 
or proudly. Of plants: To wave so as to display 
their beauty. 

1576 GascoIcNne Steele Gl. (Arb.) 63 [A soldier] Whose 
fethers flaunt, and flicker in the winde As though he were 
all onely to be markt. 1634 [see Frauntinc #//. a. 1.] 
1717 E. Fenton tr. Secundus’ Bas. ii. Poems 195 Where, 
flaunting in immortal Bloom, The Musk-Rose scents the 
verdant Gloom. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi Fourn. France I. 59 
Orange and lemon trees flaunt over the walls. 1814 
SoutHey Roderick 1. 36 Banners flaunting to the sun and 
breeze. 1844 Hoop Zhe Mary ix. No pennons brave 
Flaunted upon the mast. 1859 W.S. Coreman Woodlands 
(1866) 149 Though woodbines flaunt and roses glow. 

2. a. Of persons: To walk or move about so as 
to display one’s finery ; to display oneself in un- 
becomingly splendid or gaudy attire; to obtrude 
oneself boastfully, impudently, or defiantly on the 
public view. Often quasi-trans. to flaunt 2¢ (away, 
out, forth). %. Of things: To be extravagantly 
gaudy or glaringly conspicuous in appearance. 

1566 Drant Hor. Sat. 1.ii. B, In suits of silkes to flaunte. 
1583 StussEs Azat. Abus. 11.(1882) 108 That flaunt it out in 
their saten doblets. 1590 H. Smiru Wedding Garment Serm. 
(1592) 335 Else when our backs flant it like Courtiers, our 
soules shall strip like beggers. 1592 GrEENE Groatsw. Wt 
(1617)28 Lamilia came flaunting by,garnished with the iewels 
whereof shee beguiled him. 1652-62 HeryLin Cosmogr. 1. 
(1682) 124 The Wife of every Mechanick will flant it in her 
Silks and Taffaties. 1712 ArsuTHNOT Yohx Bulli. iv, You 
loiter about alehouses..or flaunt about the streets in your 
new-gilt chariot. 1734 Pore Ess. Maz iv. 196 One flaunts 
in rags, one flutters in brocade. 1748 RicHARDSON Clarissa 
Wks. 1883 VII. 312 They will flaunt it away in achariot and 
six, 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Bk. (1821) I]. 113 The Miss 
Lambs might now be seen flaunting along the street in 
French bonnets. 1840 THackrray Bedford-Row Consp. 1. 
(1869) 270 He could not bear to see Sir George and my 
lady flaunting in their grand pew. 1847 Tennyson Princ. 
Prol. 140 If our old halls could change their sex, and flaunt 
With prudes for proctors, dowagers for deans [etc.]. 

Jig. 1881 Sipney Astr. & Stella iii. 3 Poems (Grosart 1877) 
I. 8 Let dainty wits crie on the Sisters nine. .Or Pindares 
apes, flaunt they in phrases fine. 1624 Grr oot out of 
Snare v. 39 Flanting with the vain, aeriall, fantastick 
bubble of an Episcopall Title. 

3. trans. To display ostentatiously or obtrusively ; 
to flourish, parade, show off. 

1827 Hoop Two Peacocks Bedfont ii, The Summer air 
That flaunts their dewy robes. 1840 THackEeRray Paris 
Sk.-bk. (1872) 8 The haberdashers flaunt long strips of 
gaudy calicoes. 1871 R. Exris Catullus x, 17 ‘Then 
supremely myself to flaunt before her. 1879 FRoupDE 
Czsar ix. 98 They [the pirates] flaunted their sails in front 
of Ostia itself. 1886 Sipcwick Oztlines Hist. Ethics ii. 
§ 4.33 The eccentricities with which..Diogenes flaunted 
his fortitude and freedom. 

Hence Flau-nting v0/. sb. 

1729 Mrs. Penparves in M7s. Delany's Corr. 230, I 
told him of your flauntings. 1876 Miss Brappon 7. Hag- 
gard’s Dau, Il. 59 ‘There'll be fine flaunting when she’s a 
married woman and her own mistress.’ 

+ Flaunt-a-flaunt, adv. [f. Fuaunt z. ; with 
onomatopceic reduplication expressive of the nod- 
ding movement of plumes: cf. r2b-a-dib, pit-a-pat, 
and see AFLAUNT.] In a flaunting position ; also 
quasi-sd, bragging display, swagger. 

1576 Gascoicne Steele GZ. Epil. (Arb.) 83 With high copt 
hattes and fethers flaunt a flaunt. 1582 Breton /loorish 
upon Fancie (Grosart) 18 Thy Fethers flaunt a flaunte Are 
blowne awaie with winde. 1592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 
(Grosart) II. 6r Vo shewe himselfe brauest in the flaunt- 
aflaunt of his courage. 

Flaunter (flo:nto1), 5d. [f. Fuaunr v. + -ER1.] 
One who flaunts. 

1598 Frorio, Porta pennachij,a tosse feather, a flanter, 
aswagegrer, 1681 T. JorpaN London's Foy 14 No Ranters 
or Vaunters or Chantersor Flaunters. 1719 D’Urrey Pzd/s 
I. 5 St. James’s Square, And Flaunters there. 1742 War- 
BuRTON Lote on Pope's Ess. Man iv. 194 (Jod.) The pride 
of heart is the same both in the flaunter, and the flutterer. 
1877 Mortey C7/z. Misc. Ser. 11. 400 The painted flaunter of 
the city. 1883 P22ch 8 Sept. 120/2 Foolish flaunter caught 
By studied smile and calculated leer. 

Flaw nter, v. zr. a. Sc. To quiver; also jig. 
(see quot. 1808). b. U.S. ?To caper. Hence 


Flauwntering A//. a. 

1768 Ross Helenore 1. 332 An’ prest her flaunt’ring mou” 
upon her lips, 1808 Jamizeson, /lanter,1. To waver, to 
be in some degree delirious. 2. To waver, to flinch, to 
faulter in evidence or narration. 1840 P. Parley’s Ann. I, 
21s Neddy .. flauntered and scampered again over the 


drying ground. 
Flaunting (flo-ntin), 24/7. 2. That flaunts. 


1. Waving gaily or proudly like a plume or a 
banner. 

1623 Massincer Bondman u. i, For all your flaunting 
feathers. 1624 R. Davenport City Night-cap m1. i, My 
Taylor bringing home My last new gown, having made the 
sleeves too flanting. 1634 Mitton Comus 543 A bank 
With ivy canopied, and interwove With flaunting honey- 
suckle, 1681 Moores Baffled 24 In the Evening the Earl 
commanded a Squadron of Horse to fetch off the flanting 
Standard. 1809 W. Irvinc Kuickerd, (1861) 55 Mantled 
with the flaunting grape-vine. a1839 Praep Poevzs (1864) 
II. 394 Oh then I carried. .casque with flaunting feather. 

2. Making an obtrusive display ; showy, gaudy. 

1567 Turservitte To his friend that refused him, §c., 
Epitaphes, etc. (1870) 203 Yeeld me thy flanting hood, shake 
off those belles of thine. 1577 SranyHurst Descr. Zred. in 
Holinshed V1. 47 A flaunting ostentation of a roisting kind 
of rhetorike. 1660 Pepys Diary 29 June, He told me in 
what high flaunting terms Sir J. Grenville had caused his 
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[preamble] to be done, 1788 Jonnson /dlery No. 28 P3 As 
flaunting as Mrs. Gingham, the deputy’s wife. 1786 Burns 
To a Mountain Daisy, The flaunting flow’rs our gardens 
yield. 1829 Lyrron Disowned 13 A flaunting carpet, green, 
red, and yellow, covered the floor. 1847 ALB. Smitu Chr. 
Tadpole xxix. (1879) 258 [A] dingy public-house..com- 
pletely thrown into obscurity by two flaunting gin-shops at 
the corner. 1868 Miss Brappon Dead Sea Fr. I. xii. 254 
Their serio-comic woes about recalcitrant butlers and flaunt- 
ing housemaids. 1885 JZanch. Even. News 10 Sept. 2/2 
A strong effort was made to remove flaunting vice from the 
streets. 

Hence Flau'ntingly adv., in a flaunting manner. 

1581 Sipney Astr. § Stella li. 2 Poems (Grosart 1877) I. 
7o So may your tongue still flauntingly proceed. 1584 
R. W. Three Ladies Lond. u. Eij, For I must to the 
wedding Both vauntingly and flauntingly, although I had 
no bidding. @1693 Urquuarr Radelais i, vill. 7x The more 
flauntingly to gallantrize it. 1874 Burnanp JZy T7zme xviii. 
157 Across the road. .stood..a flauntingly dressed woman. 

+ Flaunt-tant. Ods. vave—'. [A reduplicated 
formation on FLaunt. Cf. Fuanvirantine.] A 
showy array (of words). 

1661 H. D. Disc. Liturgies 49 Not to be satisfied with 
a flaunt tant of high words. 

Flaunty (flonti), a. [f. Fraunr v. +-y 1] 

1. a. Of persons: Given to display or show, 
ostentatious, vain. b. Of things: Showy, gaudy. 

1796 J. Owen Trav. Enrope Il. 260 These flaunty caps 
are of no mean expence, 1825 Hone Lvery-day Bk. I. 585 
A boy in female attire, indescribably flaunty and gaudy. 
1833 Marryar P. Simple (1863) 272 ‘There’s a flaunty 
sort of young woman at the poteen shop there.’ 1843 
Lp. Houcuton Let. in T. W. Reid Zzfe 1. 292 His mind 
seems somewhat less flaunty. 1856 Mrs, Browninc dur. 
Leigh 1. 872 While your common men..dust the flaunty 
carpets of the world For kings to walk on. 

2. Sc. ‘Capricious, eccentric, unsteady.’ (Jam.). 

1821 Gat Annals Parish xx. 198 She was a flaunty woman 
and liked well to give a good-humoured jibe or jeer. 

Hence Flawntily adv., Flau‘ntiness. 

1830 Examiner 323/2 We like people to. .air their gaudiest 
pretensions bravely and flauntily. 185: D. Jerrotp Sz. 
Giles iii, 24 A woman flauntily dressed. .suddenly entered 
the shop. 1854 Blackw. Mag. LX XV. 434 Effeminacy of 
composition, and flauntiness of colouring. 

Flaur, obs. Sc. form of FLAvouR. 

|| Flautando (flaztando). JZus. [It.; pr. pple: 
of flautare to play the flute, f. fawzo flute.] (See 
quot. 1876.) 

1828 in DanneLey Zzcycl. Mis. 1876 STAINER & BARRETT 
Dict, Mus. Terms, Flautando, flautato (it.), like a flute ; 
a direction to produce the flageolet tones on the violin, &c. 


|| Flautino (flaztino). AZus. [It.; dim. of flazto 
flute.] a. A small flute, piccolo, or flageolet. b. 
A small accordion. e@. =Fuautanpo. d. An 
organ flute-stop. 

1724 Expl. Foreign Words Mus. 31 Flautino, a little 
or small Flute .. like what we call a Sixth Flute, or an 
Octave Flute. 1825 DanneLey Zzcycl. Mus., Flautino.. 
also denotes a species of tone which is produced by a 
peculiar method of bowing on the violin or violoncello. 
1852 SEIDEL Ovgaz 97 Flautino .. stands in the third 
manual of the new organ in St. Peter’s, at Petersburg. 
1876 Strainer & Barrett Dict. Mus. Terms, Flautino, an 
instrument of the accordion kind. 

Flautist (flotist). d/us. [ad. It. flautzsta, f. 
Jiauto flute.] One who plays the flute, a flutist. 

1860 HawrtnHorne Marb. Haun x. (1883) 109 The flautist 
poured his breath in quick puffs of jollity, 1879 STAINER 
Music of Bible 80 The attitude will not strike a modern 
flautist as being either comfortable or convenient. 

|| Flauto (flazto). AZws. [It.: see FLUTE sd.] A 
flute; used also as a name for several organ-stops. 

1724 Lxpl. Foreign Words Mus. 3x Flauto is a Flute. 
1753. CHAmBeErs Cycl, Supp., Mlauto..is used to denote 
a flute or the part to be played by that instrument. //laxto 
trasverso..a German flute. 1825 DanneLey Eucycl. ATus., 
Flauto dolce, see Flute & bec, Flauto piccolo, an octave 
flute. Jlauto traverso, a traverse, or German flute. 1876 
Sraiwer & Barretr Dict. Mus. Terms, Flauto amabile, 
an organ stop consisting of sweet-toned closed, or some- 
times open, pipes. It is generally of 4 ft. pitch. 

|| Flautone (flazto-ne). AZus. [It. ; augmenta- 
tive of fauto flute.] (See quot. 1825.) 


1825 DanneLey Zycycl. Mus., Flautone, an organ-stop of 


sixteen, and eight feet, stopt, and made of wood. 1876 
in Strainer & Barrett Dict. Mus. Terms s.v. Flute, 
Flavaniline (fleivernilain). Chem. [f. L. 


Jflav-us yellow + ANILINE.] (See quot. 1889.) 

1882 Athenzum No. 2859. 211 [Herren Fischer and 
Rudolph reported its discovery to the Berlin Chemical 
Society.] 1889 Roscoz & ScHortremmer Chew. ILI. m1. 
238 When acetanilide is heated with zinc chloride for 
several hours to 2%0-260°, Flavaniline Cs His Nz Cl H, 
a beautiful yellow colouring matter, is obtained. F 

+ Flave, a. Obs. rare—*. [ad. L. flao-us. Cf. 
OF. flave (Paré).] Yellow. 

1657 Tomuinson Menon's Disp, 504 The green ..and 
flave part also of the flower, 

Flaver, obs. form of FLAVOUR v. 

+ Fla:vescate, v. Obs. rave—1. [irreg. f. L. flav- 
ésc-ére (see next) + -ATE3,] ¢vans. To make yellow. 

1657 TomLInson Revou's Disp. 370 Art..flavescates the 
red, and changes many colours. 

Flavescent (fleive'sént), a. [ad. L. flavescent- 
em, pr. pple. of flavéscére to become yellow, f. 
flav-us yellow.] Turning a pale yellow, yellowish. 

1853 in Gray Bot, Text-bk. (ed. 4) cited in Worcester 
(1860). 1871 W. A. Leicuron Lichen-Flora 46 Spores.. 
colourless or flavescent, ; 


FLAVICANT. 


Flavicant (flé'vikant), a. [f. L. fav-us yellow, 
after the analogy of ALBIcANT.] Verging on 
yellow, yellowish. 

1871 W. A. Leicuton Lichen-Flora 37 Thallus various in 
colour, white..flavicant. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

+ Flavicomous, a. Obs.—° [f. L. flavicom-us 
(f. fav-aus yellow + coma hair: see CoMa 2) + -ous.] 
Ilaving yellow hair. 

1727 in Baitey vol. II; whence in mod, Dicts. 

Flavid (flévid),@. [ad. L. favid-us, f. flavus 
yellow.] Yellowish, tawny. 

1762 Fatconer Shifwr. 1. 169 No snowy breasts the 
flavid nymphs adorn. 

Flavido- (flé'-vido), used as combining form of 
L. flavidus ; in Natural History descriptions occas. 
prefixed to other adjs. to indicate a yellowish tint. 

1871 W. A. Leicuton Lichen-Flora 41 Claliciuni]) 
trichiale, Ach. flavido-cinerascent. did. 88 Al[lectoria] 
cana, Ach, pallido-canescent or pale flavido-rufescent. 

Flavin (fléi'vin). Chem. Formerlyalso flavine. 
[f. L. fldv-ws yellow+-1n.] A yellow dye-stuff 
prepared from quercitron bark. 

1853 Napier Art Dyeing 344 Flavine. 1864 Watts 
Dict. Chem. 11. 655 Flavin. 1886 Encycl. Brit, XX. 175/2 
From too parts of quercitron about 85 of flavin are obtained, 
having a tinctorial power more than twice that of the 
original bark. 

Flavindin (fle'virndin). Chem. 
Inpiy.] (See quot.) 

1854 THomson Cycl. Chem., Flavindine. 1864 Watts 
Dict. Chent. WU. 655 Flavindin, a substance apparently 
isomeric with indin and indigo-blue. 

Flavo- (flz'-vo), used as comb. form of L. flav-zs 
yellow, indicating the presence of a yellow tint. 

1. Bot, and Entom. (Prefixed to other adjs.) 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. (1828) II. xix. 125 mote, The 
abdomen is covered with longish flavo-pallid hairs. 1847 
J. Harpy in Proc. Berw, Nat. Club Il. No. 5. 257 Legs 
dilute-flavo-testaceous. 1871 W. A. Leicuton Lichen- 
flora 38 Thallus .. yellow or flavo-virescent. _ 

2. Chem. Used in the names of various com- 
pounds; as /lavo-cobalt (whence /flavo-cobaltic), 
flavo-phenin, flavo-purpurin. 

_ 1879 Warts Dict. Chenz. 3rd Suppl. 1. 111 Flavopurpurin 
is easily soluble in alcohol, and crystallises therefrom in 
golden-yellow needles. Zzd. 544 The so-called avocobalt. 

1889 Roscor & ScHorLemMeErR Chem. II. 1, 139 The Flavo- 
cobaltic Salts may be considered as roseo-cobalt compounds 
in which two-thirds of the acid radical is replaced by nitroxy], 

Flavorous (flzi:varss), a. Also flavourous. 
[f. next +-ous: cf. Aumorous.] 

1. Full of flavour; pleasing to the taste and smell, 
savoury; ‘ fragrant, odorous’ (J.). 

1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 326 Fruits, declin’d From 
their first flav’rous Taste. 1725 Pore Odyss. u. 386 Pure 
flay'rous wine. 1819 H. Busx Yea 136 The flavorous drop 
Affection’s hand instils, 1847 Blackw. Mag. LXII. 609 
The addition to the daily stew of a bird or beast unusually 
flavorous. 

Jig. 1740 A. Hitt Lez. in A. L. Barbauld Richardson's 
Life §& Corr, (1804) I. 50 Sheath the two contraries in a 
flavorous and spirited smoothness. 1888 P. Cusninc Black- 
smith of Voe U1. iv. 98 Women found something unusually 
flavorous in this piece of gossip. 

2. fig. Having a flavour of. rare —1. 

1885 G. S. Merriam Life S. Bowles I. ii. 14 Ancient 
villages, flavorous of the olden time. 

Flavour, flavor (flzi-va1), sd. Forms: a. 4- 
flavor, 5 Sc. flewoure, 5- flavour. B. 6 Sc. 
fleoure, fleure, fleowre, fleware, -ere, 8 Sc. 
flaur. [app. an adoption of OF. flaur, flecur, 
*flaor, fraor smell. The euphonic v of the a forms 
cannot be proved to have existed in OF. (the OF. 
form faveur alleged by Roquefort being unauthenti- 
cated); the analogy of OF. emdblaver for earlier 
emblaer, povoir (mod. pouvoir) for earlier Aoozr, is 
open to question. Possibly the word may have 
undergone assimilation to savour. 

The OF. forms cited above are treated by Godef. as 
variants of fairor:—vulgar L.*/rag(r)orem (cf. It. fragore), 
f. fragrdare (see FRAGRANT); but some scholars refer them to 
a Lat, type */atorem, f. flat- ppl. stem of fare to blow. 

With regard to the use of -077 or -ov, see Favour.] 

1. A smell, odour. In mod. use with more limited 
sense (cf. 2): A more or less subtle admixture or 
accompanying trace of a particular odour; an ol- 
factory suggestion of the presence of some particular 
ingredient; an aroma. 

13.. EZ. E. Allit. P. A. 87 So frech flauorez of frytez 
were, As fode hit con me fayre refete. c1425 Wyntoun 
Cron. 1x. xxvi. 107 Of pat Rute be kynd Flewoure, As 
Flouris havand, pat Sawoure He had. cx1450 HeNnryson 
Mor, Fab, 66 ‘The Foxe the flewer of the fresh Herring 
feils, 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 183/1 A flauour like a smoke 
of frankencence smellyng so swete. 1513 DoucLas Zneis 
vil. il, 134 Ane strang flewir thrawis wp in the air. 1542 
Boorve Dyetary viii. (1870) 246 Stand or syt a good waye 
of from the fyre, takyinge the flauour of it. 1568 SkEYNE 
The Pest (1860)18 Fleure of stank or corrupt reueir. 1606 
Birnie Airk-Buriall (1833) 26 To avoyd the deads flewer, 
they were constrained to bury abroad. 1667 DryDEN State 
Innoc. 1. i, Myrtle, Orange, and the blushing Rose.. Each 
seems to smell the flavor which the other blows. 178x J. 
Moore View Soc. It. (1790) I. xxiii. 266 The body. .is said to 
emit a very agreeable..flavour. 1843 James Forest Days ii, 
Spill a drop [of ale] on the floor, to give a new flavour to 
the room. 1870 Dickens &. Drood iii, A. .city, deriving an 
earthy flavour throughout from its cathedral crypt. 


[f. as prec. + 
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2. The element in the taste of a substance which 
depends on the co-operation of the sense of smell; 
a more or less subtle peculiarity of taste distinguish- 
ing a substance from others; a touch or slight 
admixture of a particular kind of taste; a 
savour, 

Milton’s use of f/avoury in the first quot., where he ap- 
parently distinguishes it both from ¢as¢e and smed/, has 
given rise to a conjecture that the sense is that of L. 7Zavor 
yellowness (a correctly formed word, though without 
classical authority). Possibly a recollection of the text ‘Ne 
intuearis vinum quando /favescit’ (Prov. xxiii. 3x) led 
Milton to use the word in what he may have imagined to be 
its etymological sense. But it is not certain that he did not 
mean it simply in sense 2. 

(1671 Mitton Samson 544 Desire of wine .. Thou couldst 
repress; nor did the dancing Rubie .. the flavor, or the 
smell, Or taste .. Allure thee.] 1697 ConcREvVE Yuvenal 
Sat. xi. 32 If brought from far, it [Fish] very dear has 
cost, It has a Flavour then, which pleases most. 1712 
Appison Sfect, No. 409 ® 2 That Sensitive Taste, which 
gives us a Relish of every different Flavour that affects the 
Palate. 1745 P. THomas Frnl. Anson’s Voy. 331 White 
[Cape Wine] .. if kept two years, has much the Flavor of 
Canary. 1789 Mrs. Piozzi Fourn. France Il. 372 Oak .. 
smoke gives the peculiar flavour to that bacon. 1846 J. 
Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) Il. 419, I have seldom 
observed the wine to have any very sensible flayour,— 
meaning, by flavour, that compound sensation of smell and 
taste which characterises the finer kinds of wines. ey 

3. fig. (off and 2). + a. ‘ Fragrance’ (of renown) 
(obs.). %. An undefinable characteristic quality 
instinctively apprehended. ¢. Piquancy, zest. 

¢ 1449 Pecock Refpr. 1. xvi. go He schulde thanne haue .. 
more noble flaouur of digne fame. 1699 Pomrrer Poewes 
(1724) 44 The soft Reflections .. leave a grateful Flavour in 
my Breast. 1866 CarLyLe in Glasg. Weekly Her. 15 June 
(1883) 1/7 Happy is he (still more is she) who has got to 
know a Bad Book by the very flavour. 1874 Manarry Soc. 
Life Greece viii. 244 A certain aristocratic flavour must 
have ever dwelt about the Athenian. 1875 Jowretr Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 338 They have lost the flavour of Socratic irony 
in the narrative of Xenophon. 1876 TREVELYAN MJacazlay 
II. xiv. 399 The hospitality at Holly Lodge had about it 
a flavour of pleasant peculiarity. 

= FLAVOURING 2. 

1785 Truster Mod. Times 11. 82 Three fourths of the 
white wine drank in this kingdom are compositions put 
ae here, and made palatable by a liquor they call 

avour, 

Flavour (flzi-var),v. Also6flaver. [f. prec. sb. ] 

+1. zx¢tr. To be odorous, savour, smell. Ods. 

¢1425 Wynroun Cyvon. vit. viii. 16 Wyth Spycery welle 
savorand, And of kynd welle flevorand Dat ilke Hart..Scho 
bawmyd., 

2. To give flavour, taste, or scent to; to season ; 


in first quot. + to make to ‘smell’ warm. 

1542 BoorvE Dyetary viii. (1870) 248 Flauer the insyde of 
them [hosen] agaynst the fyre. 1730-6 in Bairry (folio). 
1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 1.23 Some of their wines 
were flavoured with a kind of pitch. 1873 Tristram Jfoab 
xiii. 241 The water only slightly flavoured our tea. 

Jig. 1883 S.C. Hatt Retrospect I. 66 Oaths .. flavoured 
every third sentence that was uttered on board ship. 

3. To try the flavour of; to taste. rare—1. 

1823 Lams Le??. (1888) II. 87 Yours is the delicatest .. 
melting piece I ever flavoured. 

Flavoured (flzi-vaid), a7. a. [f. FLavour sd. 
and v. + -ED.] a. Mixed with some ingredient 
used to impart a flavour. b. Having flavour; 
chiefly, having a specified flavour, indicated by some 
defining word as 2//-, well-, orange-, vanilla-, etc. 

flavoured. 

1740 Dyer Ruins of Rome 498 High testaceous Food And 
flavour’d Chian Wines, @ 1764 Dopstry Agric. u, Herbs, or 
flavour'd fruits. 1867 ‘Guita’ Jnvalid’s Ck. xli. (ed. 3) 23 
Well-flavoured gravy [may be] poured over them. /d7d. xlv. 
25 Any nicely-flavoured mince-meat. JZod. Vanilla-flavoured 
chocolate. 

Jig. 1789 Gouv. Morris in Sparks Life & Writ. (1832) 
I. 301 Her conversation is better flavored than her tea. 

Flavourer (flétvaro1). [f. Fiavour wv, + 
-ER!.] Something used to impart flavour; a 
flavouring. 

1884 P. Browne in Girls’ Own Paper Jan. 155/3 Fill up 
the stock-pot..with half the original quantity of vegetables 
and flavourers. 1886 A. H. Cuurcu Food Grains Ind. 174 
Condiments, spices, and flavourers. 

Flavouri-ferous, a. nonce-wd. [f. FLAvour sd. 
+-(I)FEROUS.] Bearing flavour; fragrant. 

_ #1774 FerGusson Canongate Playhouse 24 With flavour- 
iferous sweets shall chace away The pestilential fumes of 
vulgar cits. 


Flavouring (flzi-vorin), vd/. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-ING 1, 
1. The action of the vb. FLavour (see FLAvour 


v. 2); also attrib., as flavouring-essence, -purpose. 

1845 Coorey Cycl. Pract. Receipts (ed. 2) s.v. Essence of 
Soup Herbs, A superior flavouring essence for soups, &c. 
1867 ‘Guita’ Invalia’s Ck. i. (ed. 3) 2 Celery seeds .. are 
a capital aid in flavouring. 1892 Pall Mall G. 5 Oct. 7/2 
The liquor. .which is to be used for flavouring purposes. 

2. concr. Something used for giving flavour to 
food or drink. 

1845 CooLry Cycl. Pract. Receipts (ed. 2) s. v. Essence, 
The essences used as perfumes and flavouring. 1887 L. 
OxteHant Episodes 150 Sauces and flavourings. 

Jig. 1888 Atheneum 11 Aug. 181/3 The modern ‘romantic 
ballad’ too often produces the effect of having been made to 
order .. with .. an orthodox flavouring of ejaculatory irrele- 
vance in italics, 








FLAW. 


Flavourless (fl2'vailés), a. 
+-LESS.] Without flavour. 

1730-6 in Barrey (folio). 1775 in Asn. 1871 M. Cotiins 
Mrq. & Merch. I. viii. 264 [He] sat disconsolately down to 
the .. flavourless soup, 1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 813 
Being flavorless in comparison with those grown in Europe. 

b. fig. (cf. FLavour sé. 3). 

1861 Hortanp Less. Life iii. 45 A life .. by the side of 
which the life of childhood is as flavorless..as that of a fly. 
1883 Froupe Short Stud. Ser. wv. 184 To the many they 
seem flavourless.and colourless. ey 

Hence Fla’vourlessness, the state or condition 


of being without flavour; in quot. fig. 

1865 Pall Mall G. 23 Sept. 3/1 Something of flavourless- 
ness .. must mark a man who can represent a composite 
public opinion. 

Flavoursome (flé!-voisim), a. 
-SOME.] Full of flavour. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xvi. (1856) 130 These little 
Guillemots .. are very.. juicy.. and flavorsome. 1863 /7/- 
grimage over Prairies 11. 273 Whether..dog mutton ain't 
as flavoursome as hoss beef. 

Jig. 1866 Ch. § State Rev. 3 Aug. 488 Versification. .lacking 
..that flavoursome roughness which is the almost inevitable 
accompaniment of vigour. 

Fla‘voury. 2. [f. as prec. + -y1.] =prec. 

1727 in Baitey vol. Il. 1892 Daily News 12 Dec. 7/6 
Advt., Samples of..Tea..full and flavory in the cup. 


Flavous (flé!vos), a. [f. L. flav-us yellow 
+-ous.] Yellow. 

1666 J. Smitu Old Age (ed. 2) 2t9 The Membrane it self 
is somewhat ofa flavous Colour. 1846in BucHAnan 7echnol. 
Dict. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 


Flaw (f19), 50.1 Forms: 4 flay, 4-7 flawe, (6 
flaa), 4- flaw. [Perh. a. ON. flaga wk. fem., re- 
corded in sense ‘slab of stone’ (Sw. //aga flake, 
also flaw in a casting, etc.; Da. flage may corre- 
spond either to this word or to FLAKE 50.”, q.v.). 
The ON. word may have been used in wider senses 
derived from the various applications of the Teut. 
root *flah-, flag- parallel and synonymous with 
*flak- whence FLAKE sd.2; the close resemblance in 
sense between flaw and flake is noteworthy. It is 
possible that an OE. */lage, *flagu existed.] 

I. A detached piece of something. 
+1. A flake (of snow) ; a flake or spark (of fire). 


Obs. (Cf. FLAKE 56.2 I, 2.) 

c1325 Gloss W. de Biblesw. in Wright Voc. 160 La bouche 
me entra la aunf de neyf [goss a flay of snow]. ?ax 
Morte Arth, 2556 Pe flawes of fyre flawmes one theire 
helmes. a@axg00-s0 Alexander 1756 Rizt as a flaw of fell 
snawe ware fallyn of a ryft. ¢1425 WyNnTouN Cvon. v1. i.78 
Sternys.. Wes sene, as flawys of fyre brynnand. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 133/1 A flawe of fire. 1513 DoucLas xe/s vii. ii. 
112 Hir crownell .. Infyrit all of byrnand flawis schane. 
1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. JV, tv. iv. 35 As sudden, As Flawes 
congealed in the Spring of day. 


2. A fragment; sfec. Sc. ‘ the point of a horsenail 
broken off by the smith after it has passed through 
the hoof’ (Jam.). Hence in Wot worth a flaw. 


(Cf. FuakE 5.2 3.) Obs. exc. Sc. 

1605 Suaxs. Leary u. iv. 288 But this heart shal break into 
a hundred thousand flawes. 1607 Torsett Hour. Beasts 
415 It will ranckle worse, by reason of the flaw of yron 
remaining in the flesh. 1810 J. Sim Decl §& M'Ommiie in 
Harp Perthsh. (1893) 96 Your reasons are no worth a flaw. 


3. (Cf. Fuake sd? 4, 5, and FuaG 50.2 1,2.) a. A 
turf, or collect. turf. A flaw of peats: the quantity 


got in a season. 

181x A. Scorr Poems 161 (Jam.) A lusty whid About what 
flaws o’ peats they’ve casten, and sae gude. 1836 RicHarp- 
son, Sods flayed or stripped from the top of the surface of 
the earth are in the North called ‘ flaws’. 

+b. A slab or layer of stone. Ods. 

1570-6 LamparDE Peramb, Kent (1826) 151 [An alleged 

Saxon _/Zostane] signifieth a rocke, coast, or flaw of stone. 
II. A breach, broken or faulty place. 

4. A crack, breach, fissure, rent, rift. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 79 Though the Vessell were whole, 
without any Flaw. 1685 Drypen Thven. August.i.31 If.. 
with a mighty Flaw the flaming wall, Shou’d gape immense. 
azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Flaw, a water-flaw and 
a crack in Chrystals. 1712-4 Pore Rage Lock u. 106 Or 
some frail China-jar receive a Flaw. a@1745 Swirt (J.), He 
that would keep his house in repair, must attend every little 
breach or flaw. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 236 Where a flaw is 
observed [in their apparel], a patch is provided for it. 1842 
Loncr. Sp. Stud. 1. vi, The merest flaw that dents the 
horizon’s edge. _ 1860 TyNnpatt Glac. u. xxiv. 355 On the 
closest examination no flaw is exhibited by the ice. 

jig. 1606 Suaxs. Ant. §& Cé. ut, xii. 34 Obserue how 
Anthony becomes his flaw. 1615 WITHER Sheph, Hunt iii. 
Juvenilia (1633) 412 When to my minde griefe gives a flaw 
Best comforts doe but make my woes more fell. 1644 
Mitton Divorce To Parl., He will soder up the shifting 
flaws of his unjust permissions. «1862 Buckie Civiliz. 
(1869) III. v. 480 He has to be called in to alter the working 
of his own machine. .to fill up its flaws. 

+b. ‘A disease in which the skin recedes from 


the nail’ (Cent. Dict.). Obs. 

In the quots. white flaw seems to be a perversion of 
QuickFLAw; see also WuiTLow. 

1579 LANGHAM Gard. Health. (1633) 52 Rapes are good 
for white flawes, and such like diseases of the nailes, 1580 
Barret Adv. F 669 A white flawe, redinia. 

5. A defect, imperfection, fault, blemish. 

a, in material things. 

64 Dekker Honest Wh. x. Giija, I warrant they are 

sound pistols, and without flawes, @1680 Butter Rem, 


[f. Fuavour sé. 


[f as prec. + 


FLAW. 


(1759) I. 391 Thou hast a Crack, Flaw, soft Place in thy 
Skull. 1684 R. H. Sch. Recreat. 149 ‘The best sound Cork 
without Flaws or Holes. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 16 ® 5 
The smallest blemish in it, like a flaw in a jewel, takes off 
the whole value of it. 180x Woxcorr (P. Pindar) 7ears & 
Smiles Wks. 1812 V, 14 Grieve so fair a Diamond holds 
a flaw. 1869 J. J. Raven Ch. Bells Camb, (1881) 2 The 
bell was never good for anything, from the number of flaws 
in the casting. 1882 Ouipa Alaremma I. 67 Grew..with- 
out a flaw anywhere, in feature, or limb, or body. 
b. in immaterial things, and fg. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary (1625) 75 There is .. but one 
.. slender flaw in the touchstone of thy reputation. 1588 
Suaxs. LZ. L. LZ. v. ii. 415 My loue to thee is sound sans 
cracke or flaw. 1625 Bacon Zss., Riches (Arb.) 237 Vsury 
is the certainest Meanes of Gaine..But yet it hath Flawes. 
1667 Poote Dial. betw. Protest. & Papist (1735) 46 There 
is a Flaw in the very Foundation of your Argument. 1705 
BERKELEY Commonpl. Bk, Wks. 1871 IV. 455 They discover 
flaws and imperfections in their faculties. 1772 PRirsTLEY 
Inst. Relig. (t782) 11. 291 We should have thought [it] 
a considerable flaw in their characters. 1840 THIRLWALL 
Greece VII. lvi. 146 No flaw was ever detected in his 
reckonings. 1855 C, Bronte Vidlettei. 2 He inherited. .her 
health without a flaw. 

c. esp. In a legal document or procedure, a 
pedigree, title, etc.: An invalidating defect or fault. 

1616 R. C. Times’ Whistle v. 2049 The lease, that hath 
noe flawe, For a whole hundred yeares is good in lawe. 
1654 WuitLock Zootomia 448 Some flaw or other must be 
found in his Relations and Pedigree. @1715 Burner Owz 
Time (1766) II. 194 A Prince who knew there was a flaw in 
his title would always govern well. 1848 Dickens Dowbey 
ii, There seemed to be no flaw in the title of Polly Toodle. 
1883 Sir T. Martin Ld. Lyndhurst iv. 116 ‘The evidence 
[was] clear, and a flaw in the indictment was the only chance 
of escape. 

d. A failure in duty ; a shortcoming in conduct, 
a fault. 

1742 Youne WV, Th. v. 142 Each salutation may slide in 
a sin Unthought before, or fix a former flaw. 1781 CowPrR 
Truth 550 Life for obedience, death for every flaw. 1828 
Scorr #. MZ. Perth xxxvi, That will not only cure spiritual 
flaws, but make us friends with the Church again. 

6. Sc. A ‘ fib’, falsehood. 

1724 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. u. iii, I shall tell ye a’ That ilk 
ane talks about you, but a flaw. 1788 E. Picken Azld 
Harry's Elegy 16 Poems 118 They taul sic flaws, An’ wantet 
to mak’ black o’ white, Without a cause. 

7. Comb., as flaw-seeking adj. 

x Lowett Love 25 Not with flaw-seeking eyes like 
needle-points. 

Flaw (419), 56.2 [Not found until 16the. ; pos- 
sibly:—OE.*/flagu =MDu.vlaghe (Du.vlaag), MLG. 
vlage, Sw. flaga, of same meaning; the primary sense 
may be ‘stroke’ (Aryan root *J/ak-: see FLAY v.).] 

1. A sudden burst or squall of wind; a sudden 
blast or gust, usually of short duration. 

1513 Douctas neis vu. Prol. 49 Flaggis of fyir, and 
mony felloun flawe. 1526 TinpaLe Acts xxvii. 14 A flawe 
off wynde out of the northeste. 1585 T. WASHINGTON tr. 
Nicholay’s Voy. 1. xi, 13 Within a moment arose .. a sodain 
Borasque or Flaa. 1628 Dicspy Voy. JZedit. (1868) 51 
Towardes night .. wind..came vncertainely and by flawes. 
1674 Jossetyn Voy. New Eng. 54 We have upon our Coast 
in England a Michaelmas flaw, that seldom fails. 1725 DE 
For Voy. round World (1840) 128 It blew.. not only by 
squalls and sudden flaws but a settled terrible tempest. 
1809 W. Irvine Kuickerd. v1. ix. (1849) 379 [He] was knocked 
overboard by the boom of a sloop ina flaw of wind. 1839 
Loner. Wreck Hesperus iii, He ..watched how the veering 
flaw did blow The smoke, now West now South. 1881 
fees meee XXII. 530/1 The playful breeze freshens 
in flaws. 

Jig. 1567 TurBerv. Louer to Cupid Epitaphes (1867) 85 
Dispaire that grewe by frowarde fortunes flawes. 1890 
Nasue Pasguil’s Apol. 7 The Church is ouertaken with 
such a flawe, that [etc.]. 1840 Marryat Olla Podr. III. 
24 He would flounder and diverge away right and left, just 
as the flaws of ideas came into his head. 1863 Mrs. C. 
CiarkE Shaks. Char. xv. 375 Flatterers who shroud,them- 
selves from the first flaw of adversity that rocks the struc- 
ture, 

b. A fall of rain or snow accompanied by gusty 
winds ; a short spell of rough weather. 

1791 Statist. Acc. Scot. 1. 422 The falls of snow, which 
generally happen in March all over Great Britain, is in this 
neighbourhood called St. Causnan’s Flaw. 1830 Scorr 
Frail. 7 July, 1 rather like a flaw of weather. 1892 STEVEN- 
son Across the Plains 209 The flaws of fine weather, which 
we pathetically call our summer. 0d. 212 Scouring flaws 
of rain. 

+2. fig. A sudden rush or onset; a burst of 
feeling or passion ; a sudden uproar or tumult. Ods. 

1596 SPENSER /. Q. v. v. 6 She at the first encounter on 
him ran .. But he .. from that first flaw him selfe right well 
defended. 1605 Suaxs. Macéd. ul. iv. 63 O, these flawes 
and starts .. would well become A womans story. 1676 
Drypen Axurengz. v. i, And deluges of armies from the 
town Came pouring in; I heard the mighty Flaw When 
first it broke. . 

q 3. Used as rendering of F. féau scourge. 

1481 Caxton God/rey 33 Suffred a grete flawe to come in 
to the contre, for to chastyse the peple. 

4. Comb.as flaw-blown adj.; also, + flaw-fiower, 
aname for Anemone Pulsatilla. 

1820 Keats Eve St. Agnes xxxvii, Quick pattereth the 
*flaw-blown sleet. 1597 GerarDE Herbal m1. Ixxiii. § 3. 309 
Passe flower is called .. after the Latin fiame Px/sazzl/, or 
*Flawe flower. 


‘+ Flaw, a. Obs! [Pad. L. favus.] ? Yellow. 
(So in glossaries, but the meaning is doubtful.) 


c1480 Crt. of Love 782 Lily forehede had this creature, 
With liveliche browes, flaw, of colour pure. 
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Flaw (f15), v.1 [f. Fuaw 50.1] 

1. trans. To make a flaw or crack in; to crack; 
to damage by a crack or fissure ; to cause a defect 
in, mar. 

1665 Hooke MMicrogr. 34 The blunt end .. seemed irre- 
gularly flawed with divers clefts. 1676 Phil. Trans. X1.755 
That stuns the Diamond and so flaws it. 1697 DrybENn 
Virg. Georg. 11. 558 The Brazen Cauldrons with the Frost 
are flaw’d. 1794 Sutuivan Vzew Nat. 1. 362 [Glass] being 
reduced to powder, or otherwise flawed. 1800 Howarp in 
Phil. Trans. XC. 208 The breech .. was torn open and 
flawed in many directions. 1854 Dickens Hard 7. 131 
They fell to pieces with such ease that you might suspect 
them of having been flawed before. 

b. with immaterial object, or fig. 

1613 Suaxs. Hen. VJ//, 1. i. 95 France hath flaw’d the 
League. J/d/d. 1. ii. 2x Which hath flaw’d the heart Of all 
their Loyalties. 1638 Forp Lady’s Trial u. ii, He an- 
swer'd, My worship needed not to flaw his right. 1852 
‘THackeRAY Esmond 1. vii. (1869) 67 It must be owned 
.. that she had a fault of character that flawed her per- 
fections, 1887 SwinpuRNE Locrine 1. ii. 178 Have I not 
sinned already—flawed my faith? ; 

+e. Zo flaw off: to break off in ‘flaws’ or 
small pieces. Obs. Cf. to flake off. 

1665 Hooxe Microgr. 98 By looking on the surface of 
a piece newly flaw’d off. 

*d. slang. To make drunk. Ods. 

1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. 168 He that is flawed in the 
Company before the rest. a@1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Flaw'd, drunk. 1725 in New Cant. Dict. 

2. zntr. To become cracked. > Also, to break 
off in flakes or small pieces (0ds.). 

1648 Herrick Hesfer. (1869) 68 This round Is no where 
found To flaw. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 33 Those that flaw’d 
off in large pieces were prettily branched. 1691 T. H[ALe] 
Acc. New Invent. 103 It hath crack’d, flaw’d, and rose in 
ridges. 1774 Projects in Ann. Reg. 112/1 No less fit for 
the inside of buildings, than tenacious and incapable of 
cracking or flawing. 1831 Lanpor Count Fulian Wks. 1846 
IL, 514 The original clay of coarse mortality Hardens and 
flaws around her. 1857 P. CotquHoun Comp, Oarsman’s 
Guide 9 Elm is very apt to flaw and splinter short in the lans, 

3. Sc. To lie or fib. Cf. Fuaw sd.! 6. 

1724 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. 1. i, But dinna flaw, Tell o’er 
your news again, and swear till’t a’. 

Flaw (fd), v.2 [f Fuaw 30.2] a. intr. Of 
the wind: To blow in gusts. b. trans. To ruffle 
as a flaw of wind does. rave. 

1805 Friinvers in Phil. Trans. XCVI. 245 The wind .. 
flawing from one side and the other. 1891 STEVENSON 
South Seas u. xvi, in Age (Melbourne) 20 June 4/3 Long 
catspaws flawed the face of the lagoon, 

Flaw, obs. or dial. form of Fiay. 

Flawe(n, obs. pa. pple. of Fiay. 

Flawed (flod), Af/. a. [f. Fuaw v.+-rp}.] In 
senses of the vb.: a. of material things; b. of 
immaterial things. 

a. 1632 SHirtey Ball wv. iii, What wise gamester Will 
venture a hundred pounds to a flaw’d sixpence? 1665 
Hooxt Microgr. 6 Appearing white, like flaw’d Horn or 
Glass, 1891 E. W. Gosse Gossip in Library xvii. 219 [He] 
made his pictures of real life appear like scenes looked at 
through flawed glass. 

b. 1605 SHaxs. Leary v. iii. 196 But his flaw’d heart .. 
Twixt two extremes of passion, ioy and greefe, Burst 
smilingly. 1767 WARBURTON Ser. 1 Cor. xiii. 13 A flawed 
and faulty heart. 1851 THacKERay Exg. Hum. v. (1876) 320 
A hero with a flawed reputation. 

+Flaw-er. Ols.-! [f. Fuawz.2 + -Ern1.] = 
Fiaw s0.2 

1737 StackHousEe Hist, Bible (1767) VI. vi. v. 417 note, 
Storms, commonly called Michaelmas flawers, at that time 
of the year make sailing. .dangerous. 

Flawful (flo-ful), a. [f. Fuaw sé.+-Fun.] Full 
of flaws or defects. 

188x Furnivatt Let. 24 Nov., You American girls .. insist 
on all us flawful men .. being as good and flawless as you 
are. 1893 Daily News 29 Mar. 5/2 Few persons have left 
flawless poems, but Vaughan’s are particularly flawful. 

Flawless ({ld:lés), a. [f. as prec. + -LESS. ] 
Free from flaws ; without a crack, defect, or im- 
perfection. 

1648 BoyLe Seraph. Love iii. (1700) 20 Devotion is like a 
flawless Diamond. 1755 in JoHNson. 1856 Ruskin JZod. 
Paint. TV. v. viii. § 18 Vhe sea..is as unsullied as a flawless 
emerald, 1865 Pall Mall G. 22 Apr. 11 Reynolds was 
almost flawless. 1884 Symonps Shaks. Predecessors ix. 361 
Flawless poetry. 

Hence Flaw'lessly adv., Flaw'‘lessness. 

1884 Princetown Rev. July 78 We know her to be good 
and flawlessly pure. 1888 Saz. Rev. 22 Sept. 340/2 The 
strength and flawlessness of the reins. 1890 I, D. Harpy 
Wew Othello I. viii. 184 May was flawlessly fair. 

Flawn (fin). Ods. exc. arch. Forms: 3-7, 
9 flaun(e, (4 flaunne), 5-7 flawn(e, 8-9 flawn. 
[a. OF. flaonz (Fr. fla) of same meaning :—early 
med.L. fladon-em (It. fiadone honeycomb),a. OHG. 
Jlado flat cake (MHG. v/ade, mod.Ger. fladenr) = 
Du. vlade, vla pancake:—WGer. */lafon- (see 
FLATHE) : by many scholars regarded as cognate 
with Gr. mAa@avov cake-mould, mAarvs broad. ] 

A kind of custard or cheese-cake, made in various 
ways. Also,a pancake. Proy. As flat as a flawn. 

c1300 Havelok 644 Pastees and flaunes. ?¢1390 Horm of 
Cury (1780) 74 Take hony clarified and flaunne, cx400 
Rom. Rose 7044 With tartes, or .. With deynte flawnes, 
brode and flat. cx1440 Anc. Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 
452 A flaune of Almayne. 1576 TurBerv. Venerze 188 
Master Raynard will be content with butter, cheese, creame, 
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flaunes, and custardes, 1681 W. Ropertson Phraseol. Gen, 
(1693) 470, I love such dinners as Milkmeats, Flawns, 
Custards, Cheesecakes. 1721-1800 Baitry s.v., As flat as 
a Flawn. 1820 Scorr Adéot xxxiii, He that is hanged in 
May will eat no flaunes in Midsummer. 1840 BarHam 
Ingol. Leg., Fackd. Rheims, The flawns and the custards 
had all disappear’d. 

b. transf. of a flat cap. 

1602 Dekker Satiro-mastix Hiv, Cast off that blew 
coate, away with that flawne. 

Flawy (loi), a. [f. Fraw sé.1 and 2+-y1,] 

1. Full of flaws or defects. 

1712 W. DeruamM in PAzl. Trans. X XVII. 479 Those Trees 
are become cracked, and very flawy within. 1755 in 
Jounson; and in mod. Dicts. 

Coming in gusts; gusty. 

1828 in WEBSTER. 1881 Scrzbner’s Monthly XX11. 532/2 
Pushing the yacht. .is often required in light, flawy wind. 

Flawyn, obs. pa. pple. of FLay. 

Flax (fleks), sb. Forms: 1 flex, fleax, 1-5 
flex, 4 south. vlexe, 4-6 flexe, 5-7 flaxe, (7 
flacks), 4- flax. [Com. W.Ger.: OF. /leax= 
OF ris. flax, OS. *flahs (MDu., Du., LG. v/as), 
OHG. flahs (MHG. vlahs, mod.G. flachs) :—OTeut. 
*fahsom str. neut.; commonly referred to the 
OTeut. root */eh-, flah- to plait :—OAryan *flek-, 
plok-; cf. Ger. flech-ten, L. plec-tere, Gr. mrEx-eLy. 
Some think however that the root is flah- (:— 
OAryan *Z/ak-) as in Fuay v., the etymological 
notion being connected with the process of ‘ strip- 
ping’, by which the fibre is prepared.] 

I. The plant. 

1. The plant Lznem usitatissimum bearing blue 
flowers which are succeeded by pods containing 
the seeds commonly known as linseed. It is 
cultivated for its textile fibre and for its seeds. 

c1ooo AELFric Exod. ix. 31 Witodlice eall hira flex and 
hira bernas weron fordone. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
xvul. xcvii. (Tollem. MS.), Flexe groweb in euen stalkes, 
and bereb 3elow floures or blewe, 1484 Caxton Fadles of 
“sop 1. xx, Whanne the flaxe was growen and pulled vp. 
1562 TurNER Heréal 11. 39 b, Flax..is called of the Northen 
men lynt. 1677 YARRANTON Lxgl. Iniprov. 47 The Land 
there for Flax is very good, being rich and dry. 1794 
Martyn Rousseau’s Bot. xvii. 240 Flax has also a corolla 
of five petals. 1869 H. Macmittan Bible Teach. iii. (1870) 
49 The flax extracting from the earth the materials of those 
fibres which are to be woven into garments for us. 

2. With qualifying word prefixed, in the names 
of other species of Lzzzzm or of plants resembling 
the true flax, as dwarf, fairy-, mountain-, purging, 
spurge-, tcad-, wild flax: see quots., and the 
different words. 

@ 1387 Sinon. Barthol. (Anecd. Oxon.) 28 Linaria, wilde 
flax. 1670 Ray Catal, Plant. 196 Linum arvense..Common 
wild Flax. 1863 Prior Plaut-n. 81 Dwarf-, or Purging-, 
or Fairy-Flax, Linum catharticum., 1878-86 Britten & 
Hotianp Plavt-nz. 187 Mountain Flax, (1) Line cathar- 
ticum ..(2) Erythrea Centaurium, Ibid., Wild Flax, (1) 
Linaria vulgaris. (2) Cuscuta LEpilinum. 

b. New Zealand Flax, Phormium tenax (also 
called flax-bush, -lily, -plant), a native of New 
Zealand, the leaves of which yield a textile fibre. 

1846 Linney Veg. Kingd. iv. 203 In New Zealand they 
[Lilyworts] are represented by the Phormium or Flaxbush. 
1854 GoLDER Pigeons’ Parl. Introd. 5, I had..to pass the 
night .. under the shade of a flax-bush, 1870 Braim ew 
FHlomes viii. 375 The native flax (phormiune tenax) is found 
in all parts of New Zealand. 


II. The fibre of flax. 
3. The fibres of the plant whether dressed or un- 


dressed. 

¢1325 Gloss W. de Biblesw.in Wright Voc. 156 Pik thi 
flax. ¢1386 CHaucer P7o/. 676 This pardoner hadde heer 
as yelwe as wex, But smothe it heng, as doth a strike of 
flex. c1483 Caxton Vocab. 18 The lynweuar, Weueth my 
lynnencloth Of threde of flaxe. 1530 Patscr, 221/1 Flaxe 
redy to spynne, #//ace. 1601 Suaxs. Twed. N.1. iii. 108 It 
[haire] hangs like flax on a distaffe. 1666 Prepys Diary 
(1879) VI. 34 In the town did see an old man beating of flax. 
1767 WarBurToNn Sev. 1 Cor. xiii. 13 Human laws, like a 
thread of flax before a flame, vanish and disappear before 
popular conimotions. 1825 J. Neat Bro. Fonathan III. 323 
You broke away from us like the Philistine from the un- 
twisted flax. 

Jig. 15833 More Debell. Salem v. Wks. 940/2 He spinneth 
that fyne lye with flex, fetchinge it out of his owne body as 
the spider spynneth her cobwebbe. 

b. g/. Different sorts or qualities of flax. 
1886 Daily News 6 Sept. 2/4 There is a brisk inquiry for 
tows, hemps, and flaxes, F 
+4. Asa material of which a candle or lamp wick 
is made ; the wick itself. Ods. 

c975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt. xii. 20 Flax vel lin smikende ne 
adweescet. ¢1380 Wycuir Sev7z. Sel. Wks. II, 189 Preestis 
of the chirche, bat smokiden bi pride as brent flex. 1529 
More Com/. agst. Trib. u. Wks. 1200/1 It is a thing right 


_hard..to put flexe ynto fyre, & yet kepe them [the fingers] 


fro burning. 1560 Bret (Genev.) /sa. xlii. 3 The smoking 
flax shall he not quench. 1593 SHaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, V. it. 55 
Beautie .. Shall to my flaming wrath, be Oyle and Flax, 
1632 Massincer & Fietp Fatal Dowry w. i, He has made 
me smell for all the world like a flax or a red-headed 
woman’s chamber. ; 

5. A material resembling the fibres of the flax- 


plant or used for a like purpose. 

1553 Even Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 19 The flaxe whiche 
is lefte, they spinne agayne. 1624 Cart. Smitu Virginia 
vi. 216 A kinde..of Flax, wherewith they make Nets. 
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b. in the name of a variety of asbestos with flax- 
like fibres, as Eartu-, Fosstn-, Mountarn-F Lax, 
q.v. For Jzcombustible flax, see ASBESTOS 2. 

1860 Wuittier Double-h. Snake 4 Whether he lurked in 
the Oldtown fen Or the gray earth-flax of the Devil's Den. 

6. Cloth made of flax ; linen. 

c897 K. AELrreD Gregory's Past. xiv. 87 Of Sere eordan 
cymed det fleax, Det bid hwites hiwes. 134074 yend. 236 
Chastete pet is be-tokned be pe huite ulexe. 1573 BareT 
Alu. F 643 That beareth or weareth flaxe or linnen, 1851 
Mrs. R. Witson New Zealand 23 His robe of glossy flax 
which loosely flows. 1872 A. Dometr Rano//v. ili. 93 In 
flowing vest of silky flax, undyed. 

TIL. attrib. and Comb. 

7. a.-simple attrib. General relations (with or 
without hyphen), as /flax-blade, + -bolle (see BOLL 
sh.1), fibre, leaf, plant, stalk, stem, straw, + top. 

1872 A. Domett Ranol/t. v.11 With *flax-blades binding 
toatree the Maid. cx1325 Gloss W. de Biblesw. in Wright 
Voc. 156 note, Boceaus, *flaxbolles [printed filaxlolles.] 
1875 Ure's Dict. Arts 409 Attempts have been made to 
prepare “flax fibre without steeping. 1884 Bracken Lays 
of Maori 69 Zephyrs stirred the *flax leaves into tune. 1838 
Penny Cycl. X. 395/1 The *flax plants are passed between 
these cylinders. 1875 Uve's Dict. Arts Il. 409 The im- 
mersion of the *flax stems in water. 1860 /d7d, II. 228 The 
sheaves of *flax-straw are placed erect in crates, 1382 
Wycur Ecclus. xxi. 10 A “flax top gedered togidere [Vulg. 
stuppa collecta] the synagoge of synneres. 

b. Concerned with flax as a commercial product, 
as flax culture, -factory, -tndustry,-man, -merchant, 
-mill, -shop, -spindle, -tithe. 

1875 Uve's Dict. Arts Il. 455 Lands .. prepared for *flax 
culture. 1509 in A/kt. Harborough Records (1890) 232 Ric’ 
Beale *Flaxman. 1799 A. YounG Agric. Linc. 197 Let it 
to flaxmen at £3 or £4 per acre. 1807 VANCOUVER Agric, 
Devon (1813) 207 The flaxman only finding seed, and agree- 
ing to have the field cleared by a given time. 1835 Ure 
Philos. Manuf. 221 The proprietors of many *flax-mills, 
1600 Six Fohn Oldcastle i. iii, A man may make a *flax-shop 
in your chimnies, for any fire there is stirring. 1679 BEDLOE 
Popish Plot 27 A Gentle-woman that kept a Flax-shop 
in the Minories. 1875 Uve's Dict. Arts II. 456 The steam- 
driven *flax-spindle. 1692 Roxesy Diary 18 Whether 
*Flax-tyth were small tythes or not. 

ce. Made of flax, as fax canvas, -sandal, -thread, 

1872 A. Dometr Razolf xxi. ii. 378 His feet—with green 
flax-sandals shod. 1882 CauLFErtp & Sawarp Dict. 
Needlework 210/t Flax Canvas ,. may be procured in 
various degrees of fineness and make, 1891 Dazly News 
8 Dec. 5/8 Flax-thread and spun stuffs. 

d. objective, as flax-dresser, -hackler, -spinner, 
+ -swingler; flax-cutling, -dressing, -growing, 
-spinning vbl. sbs. 

1632 SHERWooD, A *flax-dresser, Zizere. 1894 H. SpeiGuT 
Nidderdale 304 As many as 800 flax-dressers, 1780 
A. Younc Your Trel. 1. 164 They next send it to a *flax- 
hackler. 1856 Marmer's Mag. Nov. 379 The severe trial the 
“flaxspinners experienced. 1838 Penny Cycl. X. 305/2 
*Flax-spinning is now carried on with most success in ., 
Yorkshire. 1663 Canterbury Marriage Licences (MS.), 
Charles Abbot. .*flaxswingler. 

8. Special comb.: flax-bird, (@) the North 
American goldfinch, Chrysomitris tristés; (6) U.S. 
‘a book-name ofthe scarlet tanager, Pzranga rubra’ 
(Cent, Dict.); (¢) dial. the common Whitethroat, 
Curruca cinerea; + flax-box, a box to hold the 
flax or tow match for firing a caliver or match- 
lock; flax-brake (see quot.); flax-breaker = 
prec, ; flax-comb, an instrument for cleansing and 
straightening flax fibres, a flax-hackle; flax-cotton, 
cottonized flax; +flax-finch ?some species of 
finch; flax-hackle (see quot.); + flax-hoppe, a 
head or seed-pod of flax; flax-hurd, the coarse 
parts of flax, tow; flax-ripple (see quot.); flax- 
scutcher (see ScUTCHER) ; so flax-scutching vbl.sb. ; 
flax-thrasher, a machine for beating out the seeds 
from the bolls of the flax-plant; flax-wench, -wife, 
“woman, a female flax-worker. 

1822 LatHam /77st, Birds VI, 120 American Yellow Finch 
.. feeds on the seeds of flax, alder, &c., and is called in 
the back parts of Carolina, the *Flax Bird. 1576 Lance. 
Lienutenancy 1.77 Six calliuers, fyve *flaxe boxes. 1688 
R. Hotme Armoury m1. iii. 48 A *Flax Brake is two pieces 
of Timber with Teeth made in them to bruse Flax stalks, 
1889 Evin Dict. Her., *Flax-breaker. 1611 Corcr., 
Brosse .. a *flax-combe, or hatchell. 1755 JoHNson, //ax- 
comb, the instrument with which the fibres of flax are 
cleansed from the brittle parts. 185 Lowety Ze?t. (1894) 
I, 192 The *flax-cotton is a great thing. 1639 Horn & 
Ros. Gate Lang. Und. xiv. § 153 The goldfinch, larke, 
nightingale .. and *flax-finch are singing birds. 1825 J. 
NicuHorson Operat. Mechanic 402 ‘The *flax-hackle is an 
instrument or tool constructed for the purpose of hackling 
or straightening the fibres of the flax. 14.. Voc. in Wr.- 
Wiilcker 584/3 /odliculus, a *flexhoppe. 1614 MarkHamM 
Cheap Husb, 11. iv. 93 A little Rozen melted together with 
*Flaxehurds, 1673 PAil. Trans. VIII. 6067 Lap the joynted 
place about with a little hemp or flax-hurds, 1880 Ax¢vinz 
& Down Gloss., *Flax-ripple, a comb with large iron teeth 
through which flax is drawn, to remove the bolls or seeds, 
1846 J. Baxter Libr, Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 277 The first 
*“flax-scutching mill, x16rr Suaxs. Wint. T. 1. 1. 277 My 
Wife .. deserues a Name As ranke as any *Flax-Wench. 
1591 GREENE Disc. Coosnage (near end) How a *Flaxe wife 
[etc.]. 16xx Corcr., /ilandiere, a *Flaxe-woman. 

b. In the names of plants, as flax-bush, -lily 
(see sense 2b); flax-dodder, Cuscuta Epilinum ; 
flax-tail, a dialect name of the reed-mace, 7ypha 
latifolia; flax-weed, Linaria vulgaris, toad-flax; 
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flax-worts, the name given by Lindley to the 
order Linacex. 

1852 J. M. Witson Farmer's Dict. Agric., *Flax-dodder. 
186x Miss Pratr /lower. Pl. V. 313 The Reed-mace is 
in Kent often called *Flax-tail. 1597 Grrarpe Herbal 445 
Tode flaxe is called of the herbaristes of our time, Linaria, 
or *Flaxweede. 1846 Linptey Veg. Kingd. vii. 485 
Linacex, *Flaxworts. 

Flax (fleks), a. vare1. 
colour of flax; flaxen. 

1873 Miss Broucuton Nancy II. 241, I have my flax hair 
built in many strange and differing fashions. 

Flax (fleks), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To wrap in fine linen. rare". 

1860 REavE Cloister §- 77, 1V. 368 And oh the sheets I lie 
in here.. Dives was ne’er so flaxed as I. 

2. U.S. a. trans. To beat; app. in allusion to 
the beating of flax. Cf. Fuaxrn v. b. zntr. To 
Jlax round: to ‘knock about,’ bestir oneself. 

1866 Lowe. Aiglow P. Introd., I think .. to Zax for to 
deat [is American]. 1884 Miss L. W. Batpwin Yank, Sch. 
Teacher in Virginia iv. 29 I'm goin’ to make some dried- 
pepe datiers f'r dinner, an’ you must flax roun’ an’ give 
me a lift. 


+ Flaxed, #77. a. Obs. [f. FuAx sd. +-ED2.] = 
FLAXEN. 

1613-6 W. Browne Brit. Past. 1. iv. 82 Her flaxed hair 
crown’d with an Anadem. @1687 Corron Winter 28 ‘Vhe 
Cup-bearer Ganimed Has capp’d his frizled flaxed head. 

Flaxen (fle'ksén, fle*ks’n), a. and sé, Forms: 
6 flaxan, 6, 8 flaxon, 7 flexen, -on, 6- flaxen. 
[f. Fuax sd, + -EN 4.] 

A. adj. 

1. Consisting or made of flax. 

rs2z1 Bury Wills (1850) 119 Item a flaxanshet. 1597 1st P?. 
Return fr. Parnass..i, 700 He shall. .lie in a good flaxon 
sheete, x160x Hotianp Pliny xix. i. 3 The toile made of 
Cumes Flaxen cords, are so strong, that the wild Bore 
falling into it, will bee caught. 1660 BLounr Boscobel 41 
His Majesty .. put off his course shirt and put on a flexen 
one. 1739 SHARP Surgery Introd. 52 The best Materials 
for making Ligatures are the Flaxen Thread that Shoe- 
makers use, 1825 J. NicHorson Oferat, Mechanic 405 
A patent for spinning a flaxen thread, 1876 Rock Text. 
Fabr. i. 6 Fine unmixed flaxen linen. 

2. +a. ?Of the colour of the flax-flower; azure. 

1603 7ryall Chev. u. iii. in Bullen O. P?. (1884) III, 315 
Like Eagles they shall cut the flaxen ayre. 

b. Of the colour of dressed flax: chiefly in 
reference to the hair. + “laxen wheat (see quots.). 

1523 Firzuers. Hzsd. § 34 Flaxen wheate hath a yelowe 
eare. 1602 SHAKs. Haz. Iv. v. 196 All Flaxen was his 
Pole. 1616 Surri, & Maru. Country Farme 551 That 
kind of Wheat which amongst the English is called Flaxen- 
wheat, being as vvhite or vvhiter than the finest Flax, 1621 
Burton Anat, Mel, 11. ii. m1. ii. (1624) 376 Leland com- 
mends Guithera. .for a faire flaxen haire. 1720 Gay Poews 
(1745) I. x79 Nor is the flaxen wig with safety worn. 1810 
Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 182 He [the sick horse] had a 
white mouth and a flaxen tongue, 1862 Miss Brappon 
Lady Audley i, That .. drooping head, with its wealth of 
showering flaxen curls, 

3. Of or pertaining to flax as a commercial pro- 


duct, 

1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4383/1 The Hempen and Flaxen 
Manufacture. 1757 Dyrr /Veece 1. 369 Who tends the 
culture of the flaxen reed. 1875 Uvre’s Dict, Arts. II. 405 
The flaxen trades of the United Kingdom. 

A. attrib. and Comb., as flaxen-haired, -headed, 
-wigged adjs.; flaxen-egg (dza/.), ‘an abortive 
egg (Halliwell). 

1630 KR. Fohnson's Kingd. §& Commiw. 293 The people 
generally are. .*flaxen haired. 18631. Wittiams BDaptistery 
I, Vil. (1874) 84 An Angel .. Like a flaxen-hairéd child. 

+B. sd. Material made of flax; linen; a linen- 
cloth. Ods. 

1520 Lanc. Wills II. 8 A bordecloth of flaxen to be an 
alter cloth. 1599 Nottingham Rec. IV. 250 One diaper 
table cloathe; one of flaxen. 1672 J. Lacy Dumb Lady 
u. Dram. Wks. (1875) 44 I'll see you byried in the flaxen 
your grandam spun herself. 1696 J I. Merchant's Ware-ho, 
16 Flaxens..made of the same Flax as the former. 


Flaxen (fleksén), v. dial. [Cf. Fuax v: 2.] 
(See quot.) 


[f. prec.] Having the 


1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Flaxen, to beat, thrash. ‘Ah 
followed ‘im up, an’ flaxened him well.’ 
Flaxenish (fleksénif), a. rare. Also 7 


flexinish. [f. FLAXEN a. + -ISH.] Somewhat flaxen, 

1661 PeacHam Compl. Gent. 167 A dark flexinish hair. 
1662 J. Barcrave Pope Alex. VII (1867) 111 A hard- 
favoured, lean man, tall, with a thin-haired flaxenish beard, 

Fla‘x-seed, fla‘xseed. 

1. The seed of flax, linseed. 

1562 Act 5 Hiliz. c. 5. § 29 One Rood .. is limited to be 
sown with Linseed otherwise Flaxseed or Hempseed. ?16.. 
L. Delaware in Child Ballads VII. 314 I'll hie me To 
Lincolnshire, To sow hemp-seed and flax-seed. 1737 
Berxecey Let. Wks. 1871 IV. 248 It is hoped your flax-seed 
will come in time, 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Flax-seed, 
the boll of flax, generally termed linseed. 

b. The plant Radiola Millegrana, the seed-pods 
of which are similar to those of the flax plant ; cf. 
ALLSEED c¢, 

1848 C. A. Jouns Week at Lizard 290 Radiola Mille- 
grana, Flax-seed, grows in similar situations. 

2. A name given to the pupa of the Hessian fly 
from its resemblance to a flax-seed. U.S. 

1886 Times 18 Aug, 10/6 Pupz .. resembling small and 
rather elongated flax seeds. On this account they are called 
‘flax seeds’ in America, 1888 Aéverside Nat, Hist. 11. 410 








FLAY. 


The larvz [of the Hessian fly] assume the pupa state, called 
the flaxseed stage. 


8. attrib. and Comb. (sense 1), as flax-seed mill, 


oil; flaxseed ore =dyestone ore: see DYESTONE. 
1831 J. Davies Manual. Mat. Med. 71 Flaxseed oil. 

1874 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1. 881/2 Flax-seed AMfill, one for 

grinding flax-seed for the more ready abstraction of the oil. 


Flaxy (fleksi), a. [f Fuaxsd. + -y'.] Of 
the nature of or resembling flax; made of flax. 


Also absol. 

1634 M. Sanpys Prudence 16 The Flaxie [colour] having 
whitenesse, appertaines to Temperance. 1659 TorRIANO, 
Lineo, flaxie, made of flax, 1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 20 
The substance which attaches the flaxy filaments to the 
vegetable vessels and membranes. 


Flay (flz'), sb. dial. [f. Fuay v.] A part of 
a plough, for ‘flaying’ or paring off the surface of 


the ground. 

1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agric. I. 8 An iron earth- 
board firmly screwed to the coulter, which in some places 
is called a flay. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk. 
Flay, part of a plough; it goes before the coulter and 
pares off the surface of the ground, turning it under the 
furrow which the plough makes. 


Flay (fiz), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. flayed. 
Forms: 1-3 flean, 3 flan, 3-4 flen, flo, 4 flage, 
4-5 fly3e, flyghe, 5 fla, fle, 5-6, 8-9 dia/. flee, 
5-7, 9 dial. fley, 3-9 flea, 6-7 flaye, 6- flay. 
Also (see esp. sense 5) 6-7, 8-9 dial. flaw(e. 
La. t. 3, south. v103, 3-4 flow, 4 flouh, 4-5 flogh, 
flew; 6 fleyd(e, fleid, 7-8 flead, 6- flayed. Pa. 
pple. 3 ivlazen, fla, 4 vlaze, yflawe, 4-7 flain(e, 
flayn(e, 5 fleyn, fleyen, 5-6 flawe(n, 6 flene, 
fleine, 6-7 flean(e; 5-6fleyed, fleyd, 6-7 flawed, 
6-8 fleed, flead, flea’d, 7-9 fleaed, 7 fled, flaid, 
flaied, 6— flayed. [A Com. Teut. str. vb. :—OE. 


Jléan (pa. t. *fidz, pl. *fldzon, pa. pple. *flagen) = 
MDnu. vlaen, viaeghen, viaeden, ON. fla (Sw. fia, 
Da. flaae) :—OTeut. *fahan, f. Aryan root *plak-, 
whence Gr. mAnooey to strike, Cf. FLAKE 5,2, 
Fuaw sé.1 and 2.] 

1. trans. To strip or pull off the skin or hide of ; 
to skin: a. with object a person: often in 7o flay 
alive (or + quick). 

a800 Corpus Gloss. 659 Deglobere, flean, c1205 Lay. 
6418 Oder he heom lette quic flan. c1300 Havelok 612 
He shal him hangen, or quik flo. 1430 LypG. Chron. Troy 
1, ili, Out of his skynne he hath him stript and flawe. 1474 
Caxton Chesse 28 He dyd hym to be flayn al quyk. 1555 
Even Decades 261 Whom the Barbarians fleyde alyue and 
slewe. 1687 ConcreEvE Old Bach. 11. i, No doubt, they 
would have flea’d me alive. 1709 Prior Pawlo Purgantt, 
They should be hang’d or starv’d, or flead. 1800 Sporting 
Mag. XV. 51 You must flea a Muscovite to make him feel, 
1865 Kincstey Hlevew. v, 109 If I catch him, I will flay 
him alive, 4 

b. with object an animal. 

¢ 1302 Pol. Songs (Camden) 191 We shule flo the Conyng, 
ant make roste is loyne. ¢1350 W771. Palerne 1682 Men.. 
that fast fonden alday to flen wilde bestes. c1420 Liber 
Cocorum (1862) 50 Fyrst flyghe thyn elys. 1486 Bk. St. 
Albans Ejiijb, Now to speke of the bestes when thay be 
slayne How many be strypte and how many be flayne. 
1558 Warpe tr. Alexis Secr. ut. 73b, Than kyll him 
[a young crow] and flawe him. 1681 CHETHAM Angler's 
Vade-m. xxxix. § 12 (1689) 26 Take Eels, flea, gut and wipe 
them. 1741 Compl. Kam. Piece 1, ii. 136 Flea your Hare, 
and lard it with Bacon. 1849 James Woodman vii., Whole 
deer were often brought in to be broken and flayed. i 

absol, 1597 Hooxer Eccl. Pol. v. § 65 (1632) 340 To 
them which thinke it alwayes imperfect reformation that 
doth but sheare and nct flea, 

2. To strip off or remove portions of the skin (or 
analogous membrane) from; to excoriate. Often 
hyperbolically (cf. scarify). 

c1250 Meid Maregrete xxxvi, Mit swopes ant mit scorges 
habbe ye me flo. 13.. &. Z. Addit. P. A. 809 With 
boffetez watz hys face flayn. 1482 Monk of Evesham 
(Arb.) 73 Sum of hem had her fyngers f[lJayne. 1565-73 
Cooper Thesaurus, Aduré .. to be flawed, to be scorched, 
as mens thies or legs be with fretting. 1596 Cotse Penelope 
(1880) 168 These fingers should have flead his face. 1610 
B. Jonson Adch, rv. tii, You shall..Be curried, claw’d, and 
flaw’d, and taw’d, indeed. 1628 Donne Sev. liv. 546 If 
thou flea thy selfe with haire cloathes and whips. 1659 
LoveLace Poems (1864) 233 Ray], till your edged breath flea 
your raw throat, 1697 DrypEen Virg. Ess. Georg. (1721) I. 
206 The Goats and Oxen are almost flead with Cold. 1721 
Cipper Rival Fools 11, Y gad he wou'd have flea’d your 
Backside for you. 1748 Relat. Earthg. Lima iii. § 3. 292 
The Taste of it is so harsh, that it fleas the Tongues of such 
as are not used to it. 1840 Mrs. Cartyte Let. 5 Oct., In 
the ardour of my medical practice I flayed the whole neck 
of me with a blister. aa g Macautay Hist. Eng. (1871) 
II. xv. 171 The prospect of dying in Newgate, with a back 
flayed and an eye knocked out. 


3. fig. and transf. 

a. To inflict acute pain or torture upon. 

1782 Cowper Progr. Err. 583 Habits are soon assum’d $ 
but when we strive To strip them off, ’tis being flay’d 
alive. 1884 L. J. Jennincs Croker Papers 11. xiv. 49 
Macaulay has laid bare the entire process of flaying an 
author, P 

b. To divests(a person) of clothing; to ‘strip’, 
undress. Awmorous nonce-use. 

1611 Suaxs, Wint. T. rv. iv. 655 Nay prethee dispatch ; 
the Gentleman is halfe fled already, 

ec. To strip (a person) of his money or belong- 


ings by extortion or exaction ; to pillage, plunder. 


FLAY. 


Also, to do this by cheating ; to ‘ clean out’, 
fleece, shear. 

1584 Powret Lloyd's Cambria 345 Officers were sent 
afresh to flea those who had been shorne before. 1620 
Merton Astvolog. 3 A griping Lawyer .. will bee sure 
to fleece him, if hee do not flea him. 1620 rier Rush 
21, 1 haue beene among players at the Dice and Cardes, 
and I haue caused..the one to flea the other. 1621 Burton 
Anat. Jel. i. ii. tv. (1651) 157 They are. .so flead and fleeced 
by perpetuall exactions. 1663 Tempre Let, to Ld. Arling- 
ton Wks. 1731 II, 6 The Hollanders..being..flay’d with 
Taxes, distracted with Factions. 1879 Froupe Cesar xxii. 
381 Plundering cities and temples and flaying the people 
with requisitions. 1893 FARMER Slang, #lay..2(American) 
To clean out by unfair means. 

d. To strip (a building, or the like) of its 
exterior ornament or covering. 

1636 Davenant MWitts v. v, How! fleamonuments of their 
brazen skins! 1670 J. Cove, Diary (Hakl. 1893) 182 The 
ruins of an old castle that was here; it was all flead to 
build the Turkish moschs. 1687 Burnet 7yav, iii. (1750) 
169 The Outside. .is quite flay’d, if I may so speak, but on 
design to give it a rich Outside of Marble. 1847 Tennyson 
Princ. Vv. 514 As comes a pillar of electric cloud, Flaying 
the roofs and sucking up the drains, 

4. To strip or peel off (the skin). Also with of, 
+ 2p. 

e1250 Mezd Maregrete xxxiv, Al pet fel from be fleisc 
gunnen ho to flo. 1382 Wycuir JZicah iii. 3 Whiche eeten 
fleshe of my peple and hildiden, or flewen, the skyn of 
hem fro aboue. c1450 Henryson Wolf §& Wedder 39 
Poems (1865) 204 With that in hy the doggis skyn of he flew. 
1587 Masca.t Govt. Cattle, Hogges 267 They doe vse to .. 
flea vp the skinne on both sides. ¢1626 Dick of Devon. v. 
i. in Bullen O. PZ, II. 97 Flea the Divells skin over his 
eares, 1646 EveLYN Diary 23 Mar., As it snows often it 
perpetualy freezes, of which I was so sensible that it flaw’d 
the very skin of my face. 1651 H. More Second Lash in 
Enthus, Triwmnph. (2655) 168 ‘Touchy, proud men .. as it 
were with their skins flean off, 1743 Frecpine 3. Wild m1. 
vii, The first man that offers to come in here, I will have 
his skin flea’d off. 1865 SwinpuRNE Atalanta 58 And we 
will flay thy boarskin with male hands. 

transf, and jig, 1607 DEKKER Northw. Hoe u. Wks. 
1873 III. 28 Flea off your skins [z. e. take off your disguise]. 
1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 530[The world’s] out-side filme 
of contentednesse, which when flaid off, what appeareth but 
vanity, or vexation of Spirit. 


+b. To tear off (a man’s beard) together with 
the skin. Ods. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron, Wace (Rolls) 12452 Fful manye 
kynges had he don slo, and flow be berdes ofalle bo. c 14350 
Merlin 620,1 shall..make thy beerde be flayn, and draw 
from thy chyn boustously. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 1. 
xxvii, They gaf hym their berdys clene flayne of. 

5. transf. (chiefly dial.) a. To strip the bark, 
rind, husk, or other integument from ; to bark, peel. 
b. To remove or strip off (rind, bark, etc.). Also 
with off (Chiefly in form flaw.) 

@. 1574 R. Scor Hop Gard. (1578) 59 To flawe the Poales 
..1S more than needeth to be done in thys behalfe, 1686 
Pror Staffordsh. 382 They flaw it [Timber] standing about 
the beginning or middle of May. 1713 Deruam Phys.- 
Theol. 1. xi: 192 Birds, who have occasion to husk and 
flay the Grains they swallow. 1869 Hcho 9 Oct., In Sussex 
..a man was believed to earn from £40 to £45 in the year, 
including what he gets from flawing timber in the spring. 

b. ¢ 1320 Cast. Love 1308 As a mon be rynde fleb. 1577 
B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush. (1586) 74 Cutte it [a bud] 
round about, and flawe of the rinde. 1623 CockERAM Hn, 
To Fley or pull off the rinde or skin, Deglubate. 1631 J7S. 
Acc. St. Fohn's Hosp., Canterb., [Layd out] for flawinge 
the tanne iiijs. ixd. 1796 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts 
one 234 From the largest of those arms, I flawed off slips 
of rind. 

ec. To pare or strip off thin slices of (turf), 
Also with off, up. 

1634-5 Brereton Tvav. (1844) 96 They cutt and flea top- 
turves with linge upon them. 1688 R. Home Avwoury 1. 
ix. 390/2 A Turf Spade. .is to cut and flea up the surface of 
any thing flat. 1724 Swirr Drag. Lett, vii, That odious 
Custom. .of cutting Scraws..which is flaying off the green 
Surface of the Ground, to cover theircabins. 1869 Lousdale 
Gloss., Flay, to pare turf with a breast plough. 

6. Phrases. 70 flay a flint: to be guilty of the 
worst meanness or extortion in order to get money. 
(cf. Fbay-FLINT), + Zo flay the fox: to vomit 
(translating F. slang écorcher le renard). 

1653 Urouuart Raédelais 1. xi. (1694) 42 He would flay 
the Fox. 1689 Burton’s Diary (1828) LV. 398 Some of them 
were so strict that they would fleaa flint. a@1700 B. E. Dict. 
Cant. Crew, s. v. Flay, He'll flay a Flint, of a meer Scrat 
or Miser, 

+7. ? To clarify (oil). Obs. rare—4. [Perh. a 
different word. ] 

1530 Patscr. 551/1, I flaye oyle with water, whan it 
boyleth, to make it mete to frye fysshe with. Fe detaingz 
lhuyle. 

8. Comb. + Flaybreech, a flogger. 

1671 H. M. tr. Collog, Erasmus 49 He is a more cruel 
flaybreech than even Orbilius. 

Hence Flayed (+ flayz) fl. a. 

1440 Promp. Paru. 163/2 Flayne, or flawyn, excoriatus. 
1585 Lurron Thous. Notable Th. (1675) 10 A fleaed Mouse 
roasted. 1598 Sy_vesTER Dw Bartas u. i. m1. Huries 467 
The Dysentery..Extorteth pure bloud from the flayéd veins. 
a@1613 OverBury A W7fe (1638) 100 His jests are. .old flead 
Proverbs, @ 1652 Brome City Wit v. Wks. 1873 I. 363 The 
fresh skin of a flea’d Cat. 1725 Pore Odyss. x, 635 Let the 
flea’d victims in the flames be cast. 1838 Gentl. Mag. Feb. 
192/2 The loose flayed skin which belonged to the arms. 

Flay, var. of Fury v. to frighten. 

Flayel, obs. form of FLat, 
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Flayer (fléo1). [f. Fay v, +-ER 1] 

1. One who flays; also fig. one who ‘fleeces’ or 
practises extortion. 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 165/1 Flear of beest, excoriator. 
1598 Florio Scérticaporcélli, a fleaer of hogs. 1613 PurcHaS 
Pilgrimage WU. xili. § 1 Every Fox must yeeld his owne 
skin and haires to the flayer. 1800 Hurpis Mav. Village 
152 Her lamb By the bleak season slain, her welted coat 
Yields to the flayer. 1865 Dickens Jt, Fy, ut. i, Pubsby 
& Co. are regular flayers and grinders. 

2. Hist. (transl. F. écorcheur). One of a number 
of French brigands in the 14th century,who ‘flayed’ 
or pillaged the people. 

1832 tr. Szszzondz’s Ital, Rep. xiv. 310 The French..had 
bands called flayers (écorcheurs), 1891 Cornh. Mag. Oct. 
416 His whole life was spent in raids. .upon the Brabanters, 
late-comers, flayers, free companions [etc.] 


Flay:-flint. [See Fuay v. 6.] One who is 
guilty of the worst meanness or extortion for the 
sake of gain ; a skin-flint. 

1672 SHADWELL JZ7ser 1, A pox on this damn’d Flea-flint, 
1719 D'Urrey Pills I. 141 The Flea-flints, the Germans strip 
’em bare, 1842 TENNyson Walking to Mail, There lived 
a flayflint near; we stole his fruit, His hens, his eggs. 

Flaying (flziin), vd/. 5d. [f. Fuay v.+-1nel.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fray. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv, 165/2 Fleynge of beestys, excorlacio, 
1865 GotpInG Ovid's Met, Epist. (1593) 3 The fleaing off of 
piper Marsies skin. 1848 H. Rocrrs “ss. I. vi. 321 The 
flaying and dissecting of a sophist at the hands of so 
dexterous an anatomist as Socrates. 

2. attrib, and Comb., as flaying-knife, season, 
-shovel, -spade, 

1842 Browninc Waring 1. vi, Some Junius..shall tuck 
His sleeve, and forth with *flaying-knife. 1794 J. Boys 
Agric. Surv. Kent 97 The oaks are all cut in the *flawing 
season, for the bark of all sizes. 1887 S. Chesh. Gloss., 
*Pleyin-shovel, a sort of plough with a single long handle 
like a spade driven by the hand. 1573 Richmond. Wills 
(Suited) 242, ilj. peatspades, ij. “flainge spades, 1879 
Miss Jackson Shropsh. Wordbk., Flaying-spade, an im- 
plement for paring off the surface of rough grass land for 
burning. — 

Flay‘ing, #//. a. [f. Fuay+-1ne?.] That flays. 

1663 Butter H7zd. 1. ii. 967 Could not the Whipping- 
Post prevail..To keep from flaying Scourge thy Skin. 
1728 Gay Begg. Op. 1. i, Those fleaing Rascals the Sur- 
geons, 

Flayl(le, obs. f. FLAt. 

Flayn(e, obs. pa. pple. of Fuay, 

Flayre, obs. f. Fuarr 1, 

Flayt, pa. t. of Fitz v. Ods. to scold. 

File, obs. f. FLAY. 

Flea (fiz), sb. Forms: 1 fiéah, fiéh, fléa, fléo, 
3-5 fle, 3-6 flee, 6 Sc. fla, 8 Sc. flae, dal. fleigh, 
9 S¢. flech, dzal. fleck, 6- flea. //. 1 fléan, 4-6 
fleen, 5 flen. [Com. Teut.: OE. #éah str. (prob. 
masc.), /#éa wk. masc. or fem.; corresponding to 
MDu., MLG. v6 (Du. woo), OHG. jh, jlich 
str. masc. (MHG. w/éch str. masc., pl. fehe, vid 
str. fem.,. mod.Ger. jloh fem.), ON. 7édé str. fem. 
(pl. fdr); repr. OTeut. */lazh-, or more probably 
*blauh- (cons.-stem) cogn. with FLEE v.] 

1. A small wingless insect (or genus of insects, 
Pulex, the common flea being P. zrrztans), well 
known for its biting propensities and its agility in 
leaping ; it feeds on the blood of man and of some 
other animals. 

a700 Epinal Gloss. 813 Pulix, fleah, c1000 Sax. Leechd. 
I. 264 Heo [gorst] cweld pa flean. ¢1303 Land Cokayne 
37 Nis per flei, fle, no lowse. ¢1386 Cuaucer Manciple’s 
Prol. 17 Hast thou had fleen al night or artow dronke? 
1547 BoorpE Brev. Health ccxcix. 98 Flees the whiche 
doth byte and stynge men in theyr beddes. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 696 Fleas breed principally of Straw or Mats. 
1733 Swirt Oz Poetry 353 So naturalists observe a flea 
Hath smaller fleas, that on him prey; And these have 
smaller still to bite ’em, And so proceed ad infinitum. 
1791 BosweLL Johnson (1831) II. 186 ‘The counsel upon the 
circuit at Shrewsbury were much bitten by fleas. 1858 
Hawrtuorne fr, & [t. Fruls. 1. 227 Fleas..in Rome come 
home to everybody’s business and bosom. 1874 Woop 
Insects Abr. 771 The best-known foreign Flea, the Chigoe 
(Pulex penetrans). 

b. As a type of anything small or contemptible. 

1388 Wyciir 1 Saw. xxiv. 15 Thou pursuest a deed 
hound, and a quyk fle [1382 fly3e]. ¢1q4s30 Henryson Jor. 
fab, 195 For it is said in Proverb, But lawté All other 
vertewis ar nocht worth ane fle. x50 Doucias Pal. Hon. 
11. 660 Me thocht yu had nouther force. .nor will for till 
haue greiuit ane Fla. 1857 R. Tomes Asuer. in Fapan v. 
126 These Lilliputian bumpers would not have floored 
a flea, 

2. =/flea-beetle: see 6 below. 

18083 R, W. Dickson Pract. Agric. Il. 760 The hop- 
plant..is liable to be wholly devoured..by the ravages of 
the flea, 1842 Jounson Marmer’s Encycl., hly in Turnips 
(Altica nemorunz)..It is sometimes called the black jack 
and sometimes the flea or black fly. 1860 Curtis Harm 
Insects List Engravings, Altica nemorum, the Turnip fly 
or flea, <Altica concinna, the Hop flea or beetle. 

3, Applied, with defining word prefixed, to small 
crustaceans which leap like a flea; see SAND-FLEA, 
Water-riua. Beach-flea (U.S.) =sand-jlea. 

1888 Riverside Nat. Hist. 11. 76 The ‘beach-fleas’ so 
common on the sandy beaches. 

4. phr. A flea in one’s ear: said of a stinging or 
mortifying reproof, rebuff, or repulse, which sends 





FLEA-BIT. 


one away discomfited: chiefly in phr. ¢o go (send, 
etc.) away with a flea in one’s ear. +b. For- 
merly also = anything that surprises or alarms, 
matter for disquietude or agitation of spirit: after 
F. (avozr or mettre) la puce a Voreille. 

e1430 Pilgr. Lyf. Manhode i. xxxix. (1869) 91 And 
manye oothere grete wundres [ye haue seyd] whiche ben 
fleen in myne eres [F. pyces es oreilles]. 1577 tr. De 
L’Isle’s Legendarie B vj b, Sending them away with fleas 
in their eares, vtterly disapointed of their purpose. 1577 
Der Relat, Spir. 1. (1659) 423 [He] at length had such his 
answer, that he is gone to Rome with a flea in his eare, 
that disquieteth him. @1625 Beaum. & FL. Love's Cure 11. 
ill, He went away witha flea in’s ear, Like a poor cur. 1659 
B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 1.1. ix. 18 The Protestants 
. have made Leagues to uphold themselves; and put a flea 
into the ear of France. 1712 ArputHNoT Yohn Bul 111. vi, 
We being stronger than they, sent them away with a flea in 
their ear. 1741 Ricnarpson Pamela 1. xxii. 56, I was 
hurrying out with a Flea in my Ear, as the Saying is. 1838 
C, K. Suarpr Corr. (1888) II. 5x0 [He] came off unvictorious 
with a flea in his ear. 1887 Riper Haccarw fess xiii, I sent 
him off with a flea in his ear, I can tell you. 

5. Comb., as + flea-catcher, -feeder, -skinning; 
Jlea-brown, -coloured adjs. 

1794 G. Avams Wat. §& Exp. Philos. J, 538 The peroxide 
[of lead] may be precipitated of a brilliant *flea-brown 
colour, 1806 Spirit Pub. Frnis. (1807) X.221 Bug Destroyer 
to His Majesty, and *Flea Catcher in general. 1776 ANSTEY 
Election Ball (1808) 230 A new-fashioned *flea-coloured 
coat. 1603 Breton W7t's Priv. Wealth (1639) Bb, They 
that love their beds are great *Flea-feeders. 1860 Sata 
Lady Chesterf. v. 81 This .. pebble-peeling *flea-skinning 
principle. — . 

6. Special comb. : flea-bag (sang), a bed; flea- 
beetle, a small leaping beetle of the genus Haltica, 
the species of which ravage hops, grape-vines, 
turnips, and other plants; flea-louse, a leaping 
plant-louse of the family Psyliide; flea-lugged 
(Sce.), unsettled, harebrained (Jam.) ; flea-powder, 
a remedy against fleas; + flea-trap, in quot. an 
opprobrious epithet applied to a person. 

1839 Lever H. Lorreqguer xxxix, I think the gentleman 
would be better if he went off to his *flea-bag himself. 
1842 JoHnson Farmer’s Encycl., Fly in Turnips (Altica 
nemorum)..a species of *flea-beetle which attacks the 
turnip crop. 1724 Ramsay Yea-t. Misc. (1733) I. 90 Wi 
*flae-lugged sharny-fac’d Lawrie. 1823 Garr Axsazd III. 
zo Yon flea-luggit thing, Jamie. 1699 Poor Robin A iv, 
Since Scoggin found out his *Flea-Powder. a@1616 Breau. 
& Fr. Bonduca u. iii, 1 Daughter. Are they not our 
tormentors? Car, Tormentors? “flea-traps! 168x Orway 


Soldier's Fort. v. i, De you long to be ferking of Man’s 
Flesh, Madam Flea-trap? 

b. In various plant-names, as flea-dock, the 
butter-bur (Petasztes vulgaris) ; flea-grass, flea- 
sedge, Carex pulicaris; + flea-seed, Llantago 
Psyllium; flea-weed, local name for Galium 
verum ; flea-wood (see quot.). 

1597 GerarDE Herbal App., *Fleadocke is Petasites. 
1847 HALLIWELL, /lea-dock, the herb butter-burr. 1670 
Ray Catal. Plant. Angi. 148 *Flea-grass. This was so 
denominated by Mr. Goodyer, because the seeds..do in 
Shape and colour somewhat resemble Fleas. 1820 GREEN 
Univ. Herbal 1. 252 Carex Pulicaris *Flea Sedge, or Flea 
Grass. 1562 Turner Herdali. 105b, Psillium..may be 
well called *fleasede or fleawurt because y® sede is very 
lyke vnto a fle. 1892 Northambld. Gloss., *Flea-wood, the 
bog myrtle or sweet gale, MZyrica Gale. A housewife’s cure 


for fleas. 
Flea (fz), v. Also dial. fleck. [f. prec. sb.] 


trans. To rid of fleas, remove fleas from. 

@1610 Hearry Theophrastus (1636) 79 He sweepes the 
house and fleas the beds himselfe. 1700 ConcRevE Way 
of World tv. ix, Go flea dogs, and read romances! 1884 
Chesh. Gloss. s,v. Fleck, ‘Her father had gone up to fleck 
the bed.’ 

Flea, obs. f. Fuay. 

Flea‘-bane. [See Banz.] A name given to 
various plants: esp. a. A book-name for the genus 
Inula (or Pulicaria), esp. Inula dysenterica and 
I. Pulicaria, 


1848 TurNER Wamies of Herbes (E. D. S.) 30 Coniza maye 
be called in englishe Flebayne. 1563 HyLit Art Garden. 
(z593) 35 The Gnats also be..chased away with the decoc- 
tion of the herbe named Flebane, sprinckled on the beds. 
1897 GrRrARDE Herbal 11. cxxiv. 391 Comyza from time to 
time hath been called in English Fleabane, 1640 ParKINSON 
Theat. Bot. xiv. xv. 1232 Conyza palustris major, the 
greater Marsh or water Fleabane. 1794. Marryn Rowsseau’s 
Bot. xxvi. 394 The Flea-banes middle (dysentervica) and less 
(pulicaria) are of this genus (/zz/a), 1854 S. THOMSON 
Wild Fl, 11. (ed. 4) 243 The flea-banes (Pzlicaria) noted 
for smoking off fleas. : 

b. A book-name for the genus Z7zgeron, esp. 


E. acre (called also db/ue fleabane). 

1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 364 The fleabane 
of Canada has only lately been found in Europe. 1820 
Green Univ, Herbal I, 513 English botanists have named 
it [Erigeron acre] blue-flowered or purple flea bane, 183 
J. Davirs Manual Mat. Med. 220 Philadelphia Flea Bane. 

cabious. Lrigeron philadelphicum. 1863 Barinc-Goutp 
Iceland 190 The drier ground was starred with white and 
pink Alpine flea-bane (Zvigeron A/p.). 

ec. Applied to Plantago Psyllium (from the ap- 


pearance of the seed). t / z 
1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. 1xx. 104 This herbe is called in.. 
Latine Psyllium and Herba Pulicaris..in English Flea- 
wurte and Fleabane. 1597 [see FLEawort]. 
+ Flea-bit, a. Obs. rare. =FLEA-BITTEN 2. 
1696 Lond. Gaz. No. 3194/4 A flea-bit Mare, < 


FLEA-BITE. 


Flea‘-bite. [f. Fura sd. + Bite sd.] 

1. The bite of a flea; the red spot caused by it. 

1s7o Levins Manip. 149/27 A Fleabit, morsus culicis. 
1789 W. Bucuan Dom. Med. (1790) 215 The small pox.. 
begin to appear..At first they very nearly resemble flea- 
bites. 3180 SouTHEY in Robberds AZem. W’. Taylor I. 378, 
I am used to flea-bites, and never scratch a pimple toa sore. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex.s.v., Flea-bites have been mistaken for 
.. the rash of typhoid, and other appearances. 

2. fig. Anything that causes only slight pain; a 
trifling inconvenience or discomfort ; a hurt, loss, 
accident, etc. of very small consequence or import- 
ance; a mere trifle. (Cf. FLEA-BITING 2.) 

[c1440-Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) I. xxxvili, 
The felynge of thyse temptacions fyleth the soule nomore 
than yf they herde an hounde berke, or a flee byte.] 1582 
3RETON J’loorish upon Hancie (Grosart) 25/1 When all these 

angues are but Flea-bytes to mine. 1630 J. ‘Taytor(Water 
>.) Brood Cormorants, Culpurse 12 If they doe lose by 
Pirates, tempests, rocks, "Tis but a Fleabite to their wealthy 
stockes. a1656 Br. Hatt Rew. Whs. (1660) 2 The greatest 
bedily sicknesses were but Flea-bites to those scorpions. 
1779 G. Keates Sketches Nat. 1. 64 The labours of Hercules 
were a flea-bite to it. 1862 Sata Seven Sons I. vii. 169 The 
money was a mere flea-bite, a miserable fifty. 


3. A small reddish spot on a horse or dog, re- 
sembling the mark made by the bite of a flea. Cf. 


FLEA-BITTEN 2. 

1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1608/4 A middle-size White Spaniel 
Dog..with two reddish Ears full of little Fleabits. 1690 
Ibid. No. 2571/4 A dapple-grey Mare..with red Flea-bites 
about her Head and Neck. 

4. attrib. 

1605 Breton Honour of Valour xiii, When mortal wounds 
doe shew but flea-bite smarts. 

Hence Flea-bite v. trans. ‘To cover with bites 
of fleas’ (Hyde Clarke 1855). Filea-biter, one 
who bites like a flea; in quot. fig. 

1629 GauLE Holy Madn. 324 Wearish Wretch; so like 
a Flea-biter hee lookes, 


+ Flea-biting, v/. sb. Obs. 
Birine vd. sb.] 

1. The biting of a flea; the spot caused by this. 

1552 Hutort, Fleabitinge, pylicina signa, 1582 M. 
Puities in Hakluyt Voy. (1600) III. 475 They .. leaue 
behinde them a red spot somewhat bigger than a flea-biting. 
1676 WISEMAN Surgery, Lues Ven. i. 5 The attendance of 
a Cancre is commonly a breaking out all over the body, like 
a fleabiting. 

2. fig. A small hurt, damage, etc.; = FLEA-BITE 2. 

1553 I. Witson Rhet. 69b, Al these are but fle bitynges 
in respect and comparison of that which I shal now show 
you. 1593 NasHE Christ's 7. 86b, If wee..make a sport 
and flea-byting of his fearefull visitation, 1621 Burton 
Anat. Mel, 1. i, 1. v. (1676) 8 That which is but a fleabiting 
to one causeth insufferable torment to another. 1711 
R. Coorer Country-Man's Proposal (1712) 13 1 will shew 
you that would be but a Flea-biting to the Nation. 

3. =FLNA-BITE 3. 

1598 Fiorio, Liavdo, a horse marked with red or tannie 
spots or fleabitings. 

Flea-bitten, a. [f. as prec. + Brrren ##/. a.] 

1. Bitten by (or infested with) fleas. 

162t Burton Anat, Mel. 1. iii, m1. (1676) 127 Redness of 
the face and itching, as if they were flea-bitten, or stung 
with Pis-mires. ¢1626 Dick of Devon v.i. in Bullen O, PZ. 
(1883) II, 87 In my fleabitten Trundle bed. 1751 SMOLLETT 
Per. Pic. (1779) 1V. Ixxxvii. 36 You old flinty-faced, flea- 
bitten scrub. 1823 Blackw, Mag. XIV. 508 Snug and 
flea-bitten, in their own personal garrets. 

2. Of the colour of a horse, dog, etc.: Having 
bay or sorrel spots or streaks, upon a lighter 
ground. 

1570 Will of Bartillmew (Somerset Ho.), Geldinge flea- 
bitten colour. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb, 11. (1586) 
116 b, The fleabitten horse prooveth alwaies good in travell. 
1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2032/4 A Lusty strong well spread 
gray Gelding. .beginning to be Flea-bitten about the Head 
and Neck. 1846 E, Jesse Anecd. Dogs 282 We now see 
them [pointers]..of a flea-bitten blue or grey. 1863 Zvses 
21 May, A tall and very powerful flea-bitten gray. 

Hence Flea‘-bittenness. 


[f. as prec. + 


1837 Vraser’s Mag. XVI. 532 The mares’-nests of its dis-” 


covery were amply suited by the flea-bittenness of its style. 
Fleach, dial. var. of Furrcw. 
Fleagm, obs. form of PHLEGM. 
+ Fleak, si. [? A use of flcak, FLAKE 50,2 3.] 
A term of reproach used to a woman. 


1636 Davenant Witts 11. i, Scirvie Fleake! 'tis not for 
naught You boyle Eggs in your Gruell. 


Fleak(e, obs. or dial. form of Fuaxkr, 

Fleale, obs. form of FLatu. 

Fleam, obs. and dial. var. of PHLEGM. 

Fleam (flzm),5d.1 Forms: 6 fleume, 7 flame, 
fleame, fleme, (8 fleem, flegme), 8, 9 dza/. flem, 
(fleyam, vlem), 7- fleam. Also 8 phleam, 9 
phleme. See also Fuiur. [a. OF. flieme (Fr. 
Jlamme) = Pr. flecme, Sp. fleme, It. fama, repr. 
med.L. fletoma (Wr.-Wiilck. 400), fledomum 
(Leiden Gloss. OET. 114), from late Lat. fleboto- 
mum, ad. Gr. preBordpov: see PHLEBOTOMY. From 
the med.L. forms were adopted OE. /lytme, OHG. 
Jlietuma, fliedema (MHG, fliedeme, viiete(n, vlie- 
dene, mod.Ger. /liete) ; cf. also MDu. vlime, vlieme. 
The mod.F. use =sense 2 below. ] 

1. A surgical instrument for letting blood or for 
lancing the gums; a lancet. In Great Britain Ods. 


306 


or avch.; the U.S. dicts. treat it as still current for 


a gum-lancet. 

[a 1000 Aldhelm Gl. in Zeitschr. fd. A. 1X. 453 Flebo- 
tomo, blodsexe vel flytman.] 1552 Hutoet, Bloude lettynge 
. the instrumente wherwyth blonde is letten, called a fleame. 
1611 Cotcr., Deschaussoir, a Fleame} the toole wherewith 
Barbers diuide the gum from the tooth which they would 
draw out. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury m1. xiii. 481/2 An.. 
Ancient Flegme, or Fleame. 1712 E. Cooxe Voy. S. Sea 
76 A little Fleem made of a Flint. 1790 J. Wotcorr (P. 
Pindar) Ep. to F. Bruce 230 Wks. 1812 II. 166 Nor Scotch’d 
with fleams a sceptered Lady’s hide. 1859 ‘THACKERAY 
Virgin. x\, Get a fleam, Gumbo, and bleed him, 1865 
Tytor Early Hist. Man. viii. 219 The sharp stone with 
which the native phleme used to be armed, 1874 KniGuT 
Dict. Mech. 1. 881/2 Fleam, a gum-lancet. 

2. A kind of lancet used for bleeding horses. 

1616 Surrt. & Markn. Country Farme 1. xxviii. 123 
The Farrier .. must neuer be vnprouided .. with tooles..as 
fleame to let bloud with [etc.] 1748 tr. Vegetinus’ Distemp. 
Hlorses 46 You shall Strike into it a Fleam made of hard 
steel. 1769 De Moe's Your Gt. Brit. 111. 104 The principal 
Manufactures here [in Sheffield] are .. Razors, Lancets, 
Phleams [etc.]. 1847 Youatrr /forse xi. 362 Bleeding .. is 
performed with a fleam or a lancet. 

3. Comb., as fleam-shaped adj. Also fleam-stick 
(see quot. 1842); fleam-tooth, a fleam-shaped 
tooth of a saw. 

1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xvii. 206 The *fleam-shaped 
tips of their lances were of unmistakable steel, 1842 
AKERMAN Gloss. Wilts, *lem-stick, the small staff used to 
strike the flem into the vein. 1874 Knicur Dict. AZech. 
1. 881/2 *Fleam-tooth. 


Fleam (fl7m) s2.2. In 4-7 fleme, 4, 9 dal. 
flem. [App. a var. of Fuume (ME. flum), which 
has both senses; but the phonology is obscure; 
there may be some confusion with a Teut. word, OE. 
*fléam :—*flaumo- f. root of OHG, flawen to wash.] 

+1. A stream, river. Chiefly in fem Jordan = 
L. flumen Jordanis, Obs. 


c1300 St. Margarete \viii, Ant let the folewen in holi 
fonston, Ase ihii christ was ymself y the flem iurdan, 
13.. £. £, Allit. P. C. 309 Pe grete flem of py flod folded 
me vmbe. c1430 Syr 7xyam. 142 To fleme Jordon and to 
Bedlem, 1516 in AZyr~, our Ladye (1873) p.1, The water of 
fleme Iordane was stopped ayenst the natural course. 

2, An artificial channel, watercourse, mill-stream, 
Now only dal. 

1523 Firzuers. Surv. xi. (1539) 55 By a mylne fleme made 
with mens hande. 1686 PLot Staffordsh. 356 Cutting a 
fleme or main carriage 18 foot broad, 1879 Miss Jackson 
Shropsh. Wordbk., lem, a mill-stream i.e, the channel of 
water from the main-stream to the mill, 1881 Le7cester 
Gloss., Fleam, a ‘mill-tail’, the stream that flows from 
a watermill after having turned the wheel. 

Fleam (flzm), v.1 Obs. exc. dial. [f. prec. sb.2] 
intr, To flow, stream. Also, ¢rans/f. to drift away, 

1400 Destr. Troy xxv. 10004 Blode flemyt o fer in flattes 
aboute. ¢1465 Exg. Chron. 92 His trew blode has flemed 
bothe be swerde and exyle. 1863 R. Bucuanan Undertones 
120 As the vapours fleam'd away, behold! Isaw..A nymph, 

+Fleam, v.2 Obs.rare. In 5 flym. [ad. OF. 
SJlime-r, flieme-r, £. fieme FLEAM sb.1] trans, To 
cut with a lancet. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 434 b/t Anone the same lytel 
whelke beganne to blede as one had flymed hit, 

Fleam, var. of FLEME sd. and v. 

Fleamy, obs. and dial. var. of Patremy. 

Flean, obs, inf. and pa. pple. of Fiay. 

Flear, Fleash, obs. ff, of FLEER, FLESH, 

Fleat, var. of FLEET v. 

Fleawort (flzwzit). [OE. 7éawyrt, f. FLEA sb, 
+ Worrt.] A name given to various plants. 

Amongst the plants that have been so called from their 
supposed virtues in destroying fleas are 7x2la Conyza and 
some species of Cimerarta and Evigeron. Turner and 
many subsequent writers apply the name to Plantago 
Psyllium, the Lat. and Gr. names of which (Pxdicaria, 
WuvAAvorv) refer to the resemblance of the seeds to fleas. 

c1000 Ags, Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 273/24 Parirus [?)papi- 
rus), fleawyrt. 1548 Turner Names of Herbes (1881) 65 
It [Psyllium] may be called in English Flewurte. cxsso 
Lioyp Treas. Health (1585) M vijb, A bath made of the 
decoction of flewort taketh away all goutes. 1597 GERARDE 
Herbal i. cxxiv. § 1. 390 Conyza maior, Great Heawoore 
16or Horranp Péliny II. 239 Psyllium, Fleawort, is 
good for the vicers thereof, 1756 Sir J. Hitt Herbal 159 
Fleawort, Psyd/ium, the flower is composed of four small 
oval petals. 1820 Green Univ. Herbal 1. 304 Cineraria 
fntegrifolia, Mountain Cineraria or Fleawort. bid. I. 512 
The old name of this plant [Zvigeron Viscosum] is .. great 
fleawort. 1825 J. FE. Smita Lng. Flora Il. 443 Cineraria 
palustris, Marsh Flea-wort. 

attrib. 1600 Surriet Countrie Farme 1, xii. 61 Putting 
thereto the muscilage of fleawort-seede. 

Fleay (fizi), a. Also 7 fleaie, 9 Sc. flasie, 
flechy. [f. Fura sd.+-y1.] Full of fleas. 

1611 Corar., Pulcier, fleaie, of a flea, full of fleas, 1870 
Jas. Orton Andes & Amazons i. xxxvi. 487 After stopping 
at fleay Tiberias. 


Flebergebet, -gebit, -gibet, obs. forms of 


FLIBBERTIGIBBET, 

+ Fle’bile, a. Ods. [a. OF. flebile, ad. L. fié- 
bzl-ts that is to be wept for, also tearful, plaintive : 
see FEEBLE.] Of style; Doleful, mournful, plain- 
tive. Also adsol. 

1734 Nortu Zxam. 1. li. $ 37 (1740) 49 A flebile Style 
this upon a mournful Occasion. /d7d. 11. v. § 94 (1740) 374 
The more calm and moderate Style, not without a ‘Tinct of 
the Flebile, 














FLECK. 


+ Fle‘ble, v. Ods. [var. of FErbLE v.; cf. the 
OF. forms /lezble, etc. of fetble FurBun a,] zntr. 
To grow weak. 

c1380 Will. Palerne 2660 Here men flebled fast & faileden 
of here mete. 

Flebotomy : see PHLE-. 

+ Flecche, v. Ods. Forms: 4 fleechi, flech- 
chi, (? mzsprint) fleeche, 3-5 flecche. See also 
Fuincu v. [ad. OF. flechir (mod.F. fléchir to 
bend), also flechzer to bend, turn aside, flinch; of 
obscure etymology; connexion of some kind with 
L. flectére to bend, is commonly assumed, but the 
supposition has not been shown to be in accord 
with phonological laws.] 

1, zntr, To bend, flinch, give way; to waver, 


vacillate. Ods. 

c1300 Beket 951 Therfor he moste him wel bithenche and 
ne flecchi no3t. c1325 Poem Times Edw. IT, 452 in Pol. 
Songs (Camden) 344 Hadde the clergie.. noht flecched 
aboute nother hider ne thidere. 1340 Ayend. 253 Pet pou 
ne flechchi uor to leue to guod red. c1350 Wl. Palerne 
763 He set his si3t sadli to pat windowe euene, boute 
flecchinge or feyntise. 1387 Trevisa //zgdev (Rolls) V. 411 
For pe staat of holy chirche in Engelond .. schulde nou3t 
fleeche [L. vacillaret], 13.. Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. 
616/171 Pe deuel.. fleccheb fro godes spous. @1420 HoccLeve 
De Reg. Princ. xii, Some man... Dampnable_ erroure 
holdith, and can not flecche for no counseille ne rede. 

2. trans. To turn out, drive away. 

Perh. another word; cf. O.E. /7gcgan (once) to drive 
away. 

c1340 Cursor M. 994 (Trin.) Out is he put Adam pe 
wrecched Fro paradis fouly flecched. 

Flecchere, -our, var. of FLETCHER, Obs. 

Flech(e, var. of FLEEcH. 

||Fléche (fief). Also 8 fletch. [Fr. fldche, 
primarily ‘ arrow’. ] 

1. Fortif, = Arrow 8. 

1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4755/2 We. .attacked the two fleches, 
1761 Lond, Mag. XXX. 460 Several small fletches that 
were thrown up along the front. 1804 WELLINGTON in 
Gurw. Disp., To Major Graham 29 Mar., The best thing 
to do would be .. to knock down that bad work in front of 
the gateway, and to make a good modern //éche in lieu 
thereof, 1827 Sournry Hist. Penins. War II. 107 The 
suburb beyond the Ebro was defended by redoubts and 
fleches. 1851 J. S. Macautay /eld Fortif. tor The fléche 
.. differs from a redan only in having no ditch. 

2, Arch, A slender spire, esp. one placed over 
the intersection of the nave and transept. 

1848 B. Wess Continent. Ecclesiol. 160 A very elegant tall 
fléche for the sanct-bell. 1886 Mrs. Cappy Yeanne D'Arc 
83 Its high-pitched lead roof with many pinnacles and fléches. 

lecher, var. of FLETCHER, Oés. 

Fleck (flek), sb.1 [Not found before 16th c.; 

though the related FLuck v, and FLEcKED /f/. a. 
occur earlier; adopted from or cognate with ON. 
Jiekkr (Sw. flick, MDa. flekke), corresponding to 
MDu. vlecke fem. (Du. viek fem., neut.), MLG. 
vlecke fem., vlek neut., OHG. flec(ch, fleccho, 
blow, mark of a blow, speck, spot, place (MHG. 
vlec, vlecke, mod.Ger. fleck, flecken speck, spot, 
hamlet) :—OTeut. */lekho-, -kon-. Cf. the deriva- 
tive Ger. /licken to patch. 

The ulterior affinities are somewhat obscure; some of the 
senses strongly suggest connexion with Fake sé.! and the 
OAryan root Alag- or plak- to strike; but the root vowels 
seem to belong to different ablaut-series. Further, the 
sense ‘patch’, found in continental Teut., points to con- 
nexion with ON. /7¢% patch, rag, the form of which implies 
Z (neither e nor @) as the root vowel. Possibly two distinct 
OTeut, words have coalesced.] 

1. A mark in the skin ; a blemish, freckle, spot; 
also, a sore or abrasion of the skin. 

1598 Fiorio, Varo, a fleck, or freckle in ones face. 160% 
Ho tanp Péiny 11. 377 The greace of a swan is commended 
..for to cleanse the skin of the face from all flecks and 
freckles. 1695 Kennett Par. Antig. s.v. Flesche-A xe, 
Fleck is..a sore in the flesh, from whence the skin is rubbed 
off, 1866 SwinpurNE Poems § Ball., Laus Ven. 4 Her neck 
-. Wears yet a purple speck..fairer for a fleck. 1889 V. W. 
Linc. Gloss. s. v., Them harvist-bugs hes maade big flecks 
cum oot all oher my airms. 

Jig. 1850 Tennyson J Afem. lii, Fret not .. That life is 
dash’d with flecks of sin. 1879 Hespa Stretton Needle's 
Lye 1. 196 There was not a fleck upon his reputation, 

b. A patch, spot, or streak of colour, light, etc. 

1804 Netson in Nicolas Dis. (1846) VI. 120 They have 
been badly painted. .as it is all run in flecks, 1849 Loner. 
Building Ship 89 Shadows .. broken by many a sunny 
fleck. 1863 Macm. Mag. Jan. 172 The universal blue 
from Earth to Heaven was filled with flecks of fire. 1863 
Barinc-Goutp /celand 208 The red gable of Hlitharfyall.. 
with a fleck of white on its apex. 1889 V. W. Linc. Gloss. 
s.v. /leck, Black marble wi’ yalla flecks in it. 

2. A small particle; a flake, speck. 

1750 WALPOLE in Phil, Trans, XLVII. 47, I never per- 
ceived, that I voided .. any flecks of a stone. 1841-4 
Emerson £ss, Circles Wks. (Bohn) I, 125 As we see flecks 
and scraps of snow left in cold dells..in June. 186x Sir 
T. Martin Catullus, Lam. Ariadne 202 And flecks of wool 
stick to their wither'd lips. 1875 H. C. Woop Therap. (1879) 
g2 A fleck of rust on a bright surface of steel will shoudl 
enlarge. uy 

+ Fleck, 5,2 Obs. rare—', [Origin unknown ; 
the meaning is clear from Isidore Ztym, X11, xxix, 


where the L. word is wzlpes.] A fox. 
1567 Maret G». Forest 86 The Fleck..saith Isidore. .is 
naturally subtile, and hath many fetches to deceiue one. 


FLECK. 


+ Fleck, 50.3. Ods. exc. dial. 
= Fare sd,2 

1575 TuRBERVILE Malconrie 364 Barrowes flicke or larde. 
rsgt Percyuaty Sf. Dict., Enxtindia, fat, flicke, sewet. 
1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Gt. Eater Kent Wks. 1. 144/2 
What say you to the Leafe or Flecke of a Brawne new 
kild .. to be eaten hot out of the Bores belly raw? 1881 
I. of Wight Gloss., Flick or Vlick, the lard of the inside 
of a pig. 1883 Hanzpsh. Gloss., Fleck, the fat of a pig 
before it is boiled down into lard. 

+ Fleck, ? proper name. Obs. Used in proverbial 
phrase Fleck and his make, a contemptuous desig- 
nation for a man and his paramour. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1. xvii. 22 b/1, I tell you nothyng now 
of..many a flekke and hys make that maketh theyre metyng 
at these holsum hallows. 1532 — Confut. Barnes vu. 
Wks. 780/2 What would the general counsail .. haue sayed 
vnto that frere, and what ynto flecke hys make? 1546 J. 
Heywoop Prov. (1867) 57, I did .. heere, How flek and 
his make, vse their secrete hauntyng. 

Fleck (flek),v.1 Also 5 flek(k)e, 7 flecke. 
[f. FLecKk 5.1; cf. ON. flekka (perh. the source), 
Da. flekke, Sw. flicka, Ger. flecken.] trans. To 
spot, streak or stripe ; to dapple, variegate. 

1430 Lypc. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 199 The whyght 
flekkyd with the brown. 1576 TurBerv. Venerie 10 Their 
legges streaked and flecked with redde and blacke. 1641 
G, Sanpys Paraphr. Song Sol. w. i, Vuntill the Morning 
fleck the sky. 1697 Drypen Virg. Past. u. 55 Two Kids 
Both fleck’d with white. 1798 Coteripce Ac. Mar, iii. 
viii, The sun was flecked with bars. 1830 Tennyson Poevrs, 
Love §& Sorrow, The first green leaf With which the fearful 
springtide flecks the lea. 1872 Brack Adv. Phaeton x. 139 
Overhead the still blue is scarcely flecked by a cloud. 1873 
Symonps Grk. Poets viii. 250 ‘The feathers of the soaring 
bird were flecked with gold and crimson grain. 

b. To force in flecks or patches z7¢0. rare. 

1886 STEVENSON Dr, Fekyll viii, The wind .. flecked the 
blood into the face. 

Hence Fle-cking vb/. sb. Also concr. 

_ 1892 Daily News 3 May 2/4 In other materials this fleck- 
ing with irregularly recurrent hints of colour is confined to 
stripes. 1893 Westi. Gaz. 9 Feb. 6/1 White spots and 
fleckings in the waistcoats. 


+ Fleck, v.2 Ods. exc. dial. [? var. of Ftac z,!] 
intr. To fly low; to flit, flutter about. 

1565 GoLpine Ovid's Met. yut. (1593) 189 [She] flecketh 
neere the ground, 1621 Marxuam Prev. Hunger (1655) 
200 ‘The old Cocke, the old Henne, and all their poots .. 
flecke and runne together. 162t G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. 
vil. (1626) 156 They. .fleck as lowe as earth, And lay their 
egs in tufts. 1884 Chesh. Gloss., Fleck, to fly. 

transf. and fig. 1627-77 Fre.rvHam Resolves u. xiv, 188 
He flecks from one Egg to another, so hatcheth nothing. 
1648 EArt WeEsTMORELAND Otia Sacra (1879) 154 The 
Relict .. Doth voluntary fleck into Deaths armes. 1652 
Survey Séstevs Prol. 1: The Town will still be flecking, 
and a Play..will starve the second day. 

+Flecked, «. Her. Obs. [? Misspelling of 
Fuerct.] Arched, bent. 

1661 Morcan Sfh. Gentry 1. ii. 13 The Flecked, The 
Nubile, are of the nature of the Air. 1678-1706 Pui.irs, 
Flecked, a term in Heraldry, arched like the Firmament. 
Jig. 1661 Morcan Spf. Gentry 1, vii. ror Devide not thy 
Coat among the deadly sins by .. the Flecked and Waved 
line of pride. 

Flecked (flekt), As/. a. [f. Funox 56.1 or v.1 
+ -ED1! or 2.) Having or marked with flecks ; 
occas. preceded by some defining word as foam-, 
pearl-flecked, for which see those words. 

1. Ofanimals, their feathers, skins, etc.; Dappled, 
pied, spotted. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. x1. 321 Foules, With flekked 
fetheres. ¢1386 CHaucerR JZlerch. T. 604 He was .. ful of 
largon, as a filekked pye. 1548 W7ll of R. North or 
Keling (Somerset Ho.), Flecked cowe. 1601 HoLLtanp 
Pliny U1. 403 They [sheep] will proue flecked and of diuers 
colours. 1786 Cuttry Live Stock (ed. 4) 41 The generality 
are red and white mixed or what the breeders call flecked. 
1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Flecked, spotted, mottled, speckled. 

b. Of a person: Marked with spots; freckled. 

1868 Geo. Exior SA, Gipsy 54 Pepita, fair yet flecked. 

+ @. Of wood-work: Grained; marked. Oés. 

1664 Evetyn Sylva viil. 27 The firme and close Timber 
.. fof the Wall-nut tree] is admirable for fleck’d and 
chambletted works. 1670 /did. xxvii. (ed. 2) 134 Curiously 
polish’d and fleck’d cups and boxes. 

+2. Of persons, their faces or cheeks: Marked 
with patches of red; flushed. Ods. 

1544 Puarr Regim, Lyfe (1560) Uvj, The face red in 
coloure & flecked. @1577 Gascoicne Herbs Wks. (1587) 
103 His flecked cheekes Now chery red, now pale and 
green as leekes. 1621 Burton Anad. Mel. u. v. 1. vi. (1651) 
396 If they drink a cup of wine or strong drink, they are as 
red and flect ., as if they had been at a Majors feast. 1693 
ConcrEve Fuvenal xi. 317 What tho thy Wife.. come 
reeking home, Fleck’d in her Face, and with disorder’d Hair. 


3. Of darkness: Dappled with bright spots. Of 
the sky; Dappled with clouds, Of clouds: Cast 
like flecks over the sky; in quot. fig. 

1597 Suaxs. Row. §& Ful. u. iii. 3 (Qo. 1) Flecked darke- 
nes like a drunkard reeles, From forth daies path. a 1649 
Drumm. or Hawru. Hist. Fas. V Wks. (1711) 106 Many 
were groping through these flecked clouds of ignorance. 
1810 Scotr Lady of L. un. ii, Invisible in flecked sky, The 
lark sent down her revelry. 1866 T. Epmonpston Sfet/. 
& Ork. Dial., Flecked, applied to the bottom of the sea 
when it has bunches of seaweed growing upon it. 


+ Fle‘cken, v. Ods. exc. dial. [f. Fuck sb. + 
-bN 5.] a. zztr. To take a fleck or shade of colour; 
to colour, turn, b. ¢vans, To mark with flecks. 


Also flick, 
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Hence Fle‘ckened ///. a., flecked, grained, 
marked. 

1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 50 When they [Oates] 
once beginne to shoote they will streightway after beginne 
to flecken. 1881 Lezcestersh. Gloss., You nivver see a 
prittier fleckened bit o’ mapple-wood. 

Flecker, obs. form of FLIcKER v. 

Flecker (fleko1), v. [f, Funck v. + -Er 5.] 
trans. a. To mark with flecks ; todapple. b. To 
scatter like flecks or flakes. (See next). 

1828 STERLING Ess. § Tales (1848) II. 4 The wide and 
gleaming river .. fleckered with a myriad of keels. 

Fleckered (fle‘koid), 2. Also 5 Sc. flekerit, 
[f. prec. + -np 1.] 

1. Marked with flecks or spots; dappled, streaked, 
variegated. 

c1450 Golagros & Gaw. 475 Ferly fayr wes the feild, 
flekerit and faw. 1792 R. Cumpertanp Calvary v. 495 
Morning... crimson’d all the flecker’d East. 1823 Moor 
Suff. Words, Flecker’d, variegated, of two or more colours, 
descriptive of domestic poultry. 186z Gro, Evior Silas J. 
300 Silas and Eppie were seated .. in the fleckered shade of 
the ash tree, 

2. Scattered in flecks or patches. 

1823 JoANNA BaILiie Poets 292 Like spots of flecker'd 
snow. 1851 Herps Comp, Soltt. ii. (1874) 57 They arrange 
themselves like those fleckered clouds. 

+ Flecket. Obs. rave—1. [f. Fuck sd. + -21.] 
A small fleck or spot. 

1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1898/4 He is of a Liver colour with 
white Fleckets. 

Fleckled (flek’ld), a [f. */eckle, dim. of 
Fueck sé,+-ED2.] Marked with little flecks or 
spots; dappled; also of a person: freckled. 

1592 Suaks, Lom. & Ful. 11. ili. 3 Fleckled darknesse like 
a drunkard reeles, From forth daies path. 1700 Acc. Doctr. 
§ Disc. R. Davis 26 A woman..fleckled in her face. 1892 
Daily News 17 Sept. 3/2 Tree trunks all fleckled and 
dappled by patches of quivering sunshine. 

Fleckless (fleklés), a. [f. Finck sd.1+ -txgs.] 
Without a fleck or spot ; without blemish. 

1847 Tennyson Prizc. 1. 274, I fear My conscience will 
not count me fleckless. 1874 Liste Carr Yud. Gwynne 
I. iv. 115, A..fleckless sky over-head, 

Hence Fle’cklessly adv. 

1891 Miss S. J. Duncan Soc. Departure 285 The passage 
was flecklessly whitewashed. 

Fle‘cky, ¢. [f. Fueck s6.1+-y1] Full of 
flecks, i.e. spots or streaks ; also, having a wavy 
appearance. (But in quot. 1694 /flecky may be 
a variant of Fiicky.) Hence Fle‘ckiness, the 
condition of being flecky. 

1694 Lond. Gaz. No. 3004/4 One brown bay Mare, with 
a Flecky Tail. 1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal Il. 69 
A singular grain of fleckiness always observable on the 
surface [of real Damascus blades]. 


Flecnode (fle-knoud). AZath. [f.flec- root of L. 
flectére to bend + nod-us knot, NopE.] (See quot.) 
Hence Fle‘enodal a., pertaining to a flecnode, as 
Jiecnodal curve. 

1873 Satmon Higher Plane Curves vi. (1879) 217 Such 


a node may be considered as the union of an ordinary node 
with a point of inflexion .. and the node may be termed 


a flecnode. 
+ Flect, v. Ods. rare. In 6 flecte. [ad. L. 


Jiect-ére to bend.) ¢rans. To bend, turn. Z¢. and fg. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Edw. IV, 206b, He with .. faire 
wordes, did receive and intertain, to the intent to flecte 
and allure the hartes of other men. 1578 Banister //7st. 
Max i. 33 Those Muscles, by whose benefite .. the thigh is 
outward flected. 

+ Flect, sd. Obs. [ad. Ger. fleck hamlet, ‘spot’: 
see Fieck.] A hamlet, small village. 

1637 R. Monro Zxfed. 1. 89 On this River of the Maine 
where the Townes and pleasant Flects lie by the water .. 
Their Dorpes and Flects walled about. 

Flect (flekt), a Her. [Short for Frxcrxp.] 
= FLECTED a. 

1830 [see Fiecrep]. 1889 in Ervin Dict. Her. 

Flectant (flektent), a. Her. =next. 

1830 [see FLecrep]. 1889 in Ervin Dict. Her. 

Flected (flektéd), a Her, [f. Fieorv. + 
-ED1.] Bent, bowed. lected and reflected (see 
quot. 1889). 

1688 R. Horme Avmoury u. xviii. 466/1 Two Arms 
flected, or bowed. Jdzd. 1. xix. 474/1 Two Heart Leaves 
Pendant, their Stalks contrary flected and reflected. 1830 
Rosson Brit. Herald Gloss., Flect, Flectant, and Flected, 
any thing bowed or bent, 1889 Ervin Dict. Her., lected 
and refiected, bowed or bent in contrary directions or turns, 
in a serpentine form, like the letter S. 


+ Flec‘tible, a. Obs. rare}. 
-IBLE.] Capable of being bent. 

1705 C. Pursuatt Mech. Macrocosut 227 Bodies that 
are..Flectible and Yielding. 

Flection, -al, -less: see FLEX-. 

Flector (flekto1, -a1). Avat. 
-oR.] =FLEXxor. 

1666 J. Smitu Old Age (ed. 2) 65 The chief flector the 
Psoas. 1836 I. Taytor Phys. Th. Another Life xvii, 24% 
The muscles .. of the arm .. consisting only of flectors and 
deflectors. 

Fled (fled), #A/. a. [pa. pple. of Fiex v.] In 
senses of the vb. 

1621 G. Sanpys Ovid’s Met. 11. 711 Fled Soules thou shalt 
restore to their aboads, a1709 J. Nimmo Narrative (1889) 
51 Ane honest fled Scotsman’s hous. 1822 Byron Werner 


[f. Fuecr v. + 


[f. Fuecr v. + 











FLEDGE. 


ut. iy. roo The Fled Hungarian. 1884 Tennyson Becket 1. 
i, Bar the bird From following the fled summer. 

+Flede,v. Obs. [repr. OL. *#édan :—*flédjan, 
f. fidéd FLoop: cf. MDu. vloeden, MUG. véuoten 
(mod. Ger. futen), ON. fléda (Sw. fléda).] intr. 
To flow. 

e1175 Cott. Hont. 209 Pine vif wunden, and pe eadi flod 
pet of ham fledde. c1z0g Lay. 22019 Whzenne ba sz vleded. 


a1225 St. Marh. 9 Pu steorest te sea stream pet it fleden ne 
mot fir pan bu markedest, 


+ Fledge, sd. Ods. Also 6 flege. App. the 
designation of some textile material. Also atirid. 

1542 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 2 in Stat. [rel. (1621) 185 
Hydes, fells, checkers, fleges, yarne, linnen, cloth, wooll 
and flockes. 1579 Richmond Wills (Surtees) 287 Vj cotton 
blankets, ij fledg blankets, ij caddow blankets. 

+ Fledge, 2. Obs. exc. dial. Forms: 4-7 flegge, 
6 fledg, 5-6 flygge, 6 flydge, 6-7 flidge, flig(ge, 
fleg, 6- fledge. [OE. */ycge (in Kentish form 
*flecge), not found exc. in the compound zzz/fligge, 
rendering L, zplumes in Avianus Glosses a 1100 
(see Napier in Academy 2 June 1894) ; correspond- 
ing to MDu. wlugge (Du. vig), MHG. vlicke, 
OHG, fluccht (Ger. fliigge, a LG. form for HG. 
Juiicke) :—W Ger. *fluggjo-, f. *flug- weak root of 
*fleugan to FLY. ] 

1. Of young birds (rarely of the wings): Fit to fly; 
haying the feathers fully developed, fledged. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. ili. (1495) 411 They 
take fro them meete whan they ben flegge and rype. 14.. 
Piers of Fullham in Hartshorne Metr. Rom. 124 Which 
causeth them to be taake or they be flegge. 1526 Pilgr. 
Perf. (W. de W, 1531) 133 Byrdes full flygge. 1593 PEELE 
Chron. Edw. I 180 If his wings grow flig, they may be 
clipt. 1606 Sytvester Du Bartas u. iv. u. Magnificence 
698 Some douny-clad, some (fledger) take a twig ‘To pearch- 
upon. 1692 R. L’Estrance Fables \xxii. 71 The Birds 
were not as yet Fledge enough to Shift for Themselves. 
1706 in Puiriies (ed. Kersey), “edge or Fledged, 1820 
WicsrauaM Chesh. Gloss., Hlig or Fligge. 

transf and fig. 1566 Dranr Horace To Rdr. 2 Natheles 
such vices as were then flydge. .he assaileth fearcely. 1623 
T. Scor Highw. God 64 As soone as he is fligge, and comes 
fresh out of the Vniuersitie. 1633 G. Hersert 7emple, 
Death iii, The shells of fledge souls left behinde. 1662 TuKE 
Adv. 5 Hours ui. i, Your noble Love has Wings, And’s 
ever Fledge. 

Also 


2. Furnished for flight. with. 


Const. 


LL. 

163: Miron in Birch Zi/e Wks, 1738 I. 4 All the fond 
hopes, which forward Youth and Vanitie are fledge with. 
1667 — P. L. 11. 627 His shoulders, fledge with wings. 1806 
J. Graname Birds Scotd.1. 4 Like an arrow-fledge he darts. 
1814 Cary Dante, Hell xi, 16 The huge belly fledge with 
wings. na 

3. fig. All in a flutter, high-spirited. 

1461 M. Paston in Pastow Lett. 1. 544 He and alle his 
olde felaweship..arn ryght flygge and mery. 1642 RocrErs 
Naaman 350 Haue not your recoveries made you more 
fledge and sawcy with God? 

Hence + Fledgeness. Ods. 

c1440 Pronp. Parv. 167/1 Flygnesse, maturitas. 
Parser. 221/1 Flyggenesse of byrdes, pluseuseté, 

Fledge (fledz), v. Also 6-7 flidge, 9 dial. 
fleg, flig. [f. prec.] 

1. intr. Of a young bird: To acquire feathers 
large enough for flight ; to become fully plumed. 
Also fig. 

1566 Painter Pad. Pleas. I. 72 When the wheate was 
ready to be ripped her yonge began to fledge. 1637 Greene's 
Theeves falling out Pref., In Westminster..doe they every 
day build their nests, every houre flidge. 1865 SwinBURNE 
Poents & Ballads, Felise 69 Birds quick to fledge and fly at 
call Are quick to fall. ‘ es 

2. trans. To bring up (a young bird) until its 
feathers are grown and it is able to fly. Also fig. 

1589 Pappe w. Hatchet Cb, They [the Martins] both 
breed in Churches, and hauing fledgde their young ones, 
leaue nothing behind them but durt. 1596 Suaxs. Merch, 
V. 1. i. 32 Shylocke for his own part knew the bird was 
fledg’d. 1623 Wesster Duchess Malfy 11. v, Your wiser 
buntings, Now they are fledg’d, are gone. 1659 D. Petit 
Impr. Sea Ded. Av b, This Book..was hatched and flidged 
in one of your ships. 1760 Fawkes Anacreow xxxill. 15 
Some, quite fledg’d and fully grown, Nurse the Younglings 
as their own. ? 

8. To provide or furnish with feathers or plumage ; 
to ‘wing’ for flight ; also, to deck or adorn with 


feathers. 

1614 C, Brooxe Eglogues, To W. Browne 21 Whose tender 
Pinions, scarcely fledg’d in show, Could make his way 
with whitest Swans in Poe. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 125 The 
sandals of celestial mould, Fledged with ambrosial plumes. 
1784 Cowrer Task iv. 214 The world’s time. .has his pinions 
fledg’d With motley plumes. weet: ; 
jig. 1847 Tennyson Princ. iv. 19 Lightlier move The 
minutes fledged with music. 

4.. To cover as with feathers or down; also, to 


form a feather-like covering for. ; 

1597,Suaks, 2 Hen. [V,1. ii. 23 The Tuuenall (the Prince 

our Master) whose Chin is not yet fledg’d. 1773 Poetry 
in Aun. Reg. 235 Then talks of sport ; how many wi d ducks 
seen! What flocks of widgeon too hath fledg’d the green! 
1784 Cowrer Yask v. 26 The bents And coarser grass. .now 
. fledged with icy feathers, nod superb, 1814 Cary Dante, 
Paradise 1x.96 The unripen’d down That fledged my cheek. 
1820 Krats Ode to Psyche 55 Far, far around shall those 
dark-cluster’d trees Fledge the wild-ridged mountains steep 
by steep. 1888 Lowrtt Recad/ in Heartsease § Rue gr 
Though snowflakes fledge the summer's nest. $9 

—2 
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FLEDGELESS. 


5. To fit (an arrow) with a feather; to feather. 
Cf. FLETOH 2. 

1796 MorsE Amer. Geog. II. 596 Eagles’ feathers to fledge 
arrows with. 1808 Moore Corruption v. 96 Like a young 
eagle, who has lent his plume To fledge the shaft by which 
he meets his doom. 1871 Rossetti Poems, Troy Town xiii, 
Cupid took another dart, Fledged it for another heart. 

Hence Fledged /#/. a., di¢. and fig. ; sometimes 
in combinations as /wll-, half-, new-fledged ; 
Fledging wd/. sb. and ppl. a. 

1579 E. K. in Sfenser’s Sheph. Cal. Ep. Ded., You may 
perceiue he was..full fledged. a@1616 Beaum. & FL. Laws 
Candy 1. ii, That yong-man, who was not fledg’d nor skil’d 
In Martiall play. 1659 D. Pett Lipr. Seag8 This may 
pull down .. your flidged plumes. 1774 WuiTe in Pil. 
Trans. LXV. 268, I .. found they had made very little pro- 
gress towards a fledged state. 1806 J. Graname Birds Scotd. 
35 The parent's partial eye Shall view the fledging wing. 
1833 WHEWELL Astron. & Gen. Physics i. 32 The..hatching, 
fledging, and flight of birds. 1865 SwinpurNne Poems $ 
Ball., Love at Sea 17 Our seamen are fledged Loves. 1887 
Sat. Rev. 12 Noy. 661 Such denials merely serve to mark 
the fact that thought is already fluttering, though it is not 
yet full fledged. 

Fledgeless (fledzlés), a. [f. FLEDGE a. + 
-LESS.] Unfledged. 

1769 J. Gerrarp in Monthly Rev. XLII. 185 For me his 
hand the fledgeless dove betray’d. 1806 J. GRAHAME Dirds 
Scotl. 602 In seven days more expect the fledgeless young. 
1859 Lp. Lyrron Wanderer (ed. 2) 97 The fledgeless 
nurslings of Regret. 5 : 

Fledgeling, fledgling (fledzlin), sd. and a. 
[f. as prec. + -LING.] 

1. A young bird just fledged. 

1846 WorcesTER (citing Monthly Rev.). 1847 Loner. Ev. 
1.i,119 That wondrous stone which the swallow Brings from 
the shore of the sea to restore the sight of its fledglings. 
1879 Jerreries Wild Life in S. Co. 239 ‘The tiny fledglings 
swim at once if alarmed. 

2. fig.; esp. A raw and inexperienced person, one 
just starting on his career. 

1856 Wuyte Metvittr Kate Cov. ili, Young fledglings 
pining madly for their enslavers. 1866 Reader 10 Feb. 148/2 
The few ideas they have were hatched only yesterday; but 
the beauty and vitality of the fledglings they are so proud 
of, bear no proportion to their youth. 1877 OwEN Wedlesley’s 
Desp. p. xlvi, On emerging from the Cullece, the fledgling 
should (as at Woolwich) take rank according to the impartial 
award of the educational authorities. 

3. attrib. (appositive) or as adj. 

1830 Tennyson Clarvibel 17 The fledgling [later edd. 
callow] throstle lispeth. 1876 E. C. Stepman Vict. Poets 
xi. § 3. 390 The style of fledgling poets. 1888 Pall Mall 
G. 3 Nov. 10/1 The little fledgling party which had hardly 
broken its shell. .the Liberal Unionists. 

Fledgy (fledzi), a. [f. as prec. +-¥1.] 

+1. a. Of wings: Furnished with feathers, 
feathered. b. Of young bees: Ready to fly. Oés. 

1583 StaNyHuRST Aexe/s 1. (Arb.) 27 Hee flitters swiftly 
with wynges ful fledgye beplumed. /ézd. 31 They [bees] do 
foorth carry theyre yoong swarme fledggie to gathring. 

2. Covered with feathers, feathery. 

1818 Keats S/affa 41 Where a fledgy sea-bird choir Soars 


for ever! 1819 — Osho U1, ii. 102 The swan, soft ieaning on 
her fledgy breast. 
+ Fledwite. Ods. An alleged term of OE. 


law (see quot.). 

[The explanation below is prob. a mere conjecture due to 
association with mod.Eng. fled. It has been suggested 
that the word may have arisen from a misreading of /erd- 
wite (see Frerp sd.!),] 

1579 Rastall’s Termes of the Lawe 93 Fledwite, that is 
to bee quyte from amercements when an outlawed fugitive 
cometh to the Kinges peace. [Hence in many later Dicts.] 

Fle(e, obs. f. of Fhay, Fina, Fury, Fy. 

+ Flee, sb. Obs. [f. next vb.] Flight. 

c1560 A. Scorr Poems (E. E. T.S.) 10 And all the feild 
cryd, fy on him! Sa cowartly tuk the fle for fer, 

Flee (fiz), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. fled (fled). 
Forms: see below. [A Com. Teut. originally str. 
vb.: OE. ¥ééon ( fiéah, fluzon, flogen) =OF ris. fia, 
OS. fliohan (MDu. viten, pa. t. v/é, later MDu. and 
mod.Du. vlteden, pa. t. vlood, pa. pple. vloden), 
OHG. fliohan (MHG. vliehen, mod.Ger. flichen), 
ON. fia, fijja (with -jo- suffix in pres. stem), str. 
pa. t. 74d, flugom, more commonly inflected weak, 
pa. t. fda, pa. pple. fy7dr (Sw. fly, pa. t. flydde, 
Da. fe, pa. t. Jtyede), Goth. Alzuhan:—OTeut, 
Hleuhan (inflected plauh, plugum, plogono-). 
The root (pre-Teut. *//ewk-) has not been found 
outside Teut. As the original initial J has become 
Jin all the Teut. langs. exc. Gothic, those forms of 
the vb. which according to Verner’s law change 
into gcame to coincide with the corresponding forms 
of *fleugan to Fty; hence in all these langs. the 
two vbs. have been more or less confused together. 
in OE. the vb. was, so far as is known, always strong, 
The str, pa. t. and pa. pple. survived in occasional use down 
to the 15th c. but in the 13th c. the weak pa. t. Zedde, pa. 
pple. /Zed(d began to be used, and soon became more common 
than the earlier forms. Their origin is obscure: normally, 
they would imply an inf, /7ede(, and one instance of fede 
inf., with the sense ‘to flee’, has been found in rsth c.; but 
little stress can be laid on this, on account of the late date, 
and the possibility that the form may have been invented 
by the writer for the sake of rime, on the analogy of the 
pa. t. Zedde (for which Caxton has /Zeded), Identification 
with FLEpe to flow or flood seems impossible on account of 
the difference in sense. Some have compared /fede with the 
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Du. form wlzedex; but the Du. practice of inserting a 
euphonic @ in vbs. with roots ending in (as in delijden, 
widen, vieiden) is peculiar to that lang. (first appearing in 
late MDu.), and has no parallel in Eng.; further, the Du. 
vb., in spite of its alteration in form, is still conjugated strong; 
hence it seems probable that the resemblance between the 
Du. and Eng. forms is purely accidental. The resemblance 
of ME. fledde to Sw. fiydde may possibly be more significant. 
In MSw. those vbs. which, in consequence of contraction, had 
their present stems ending in a long vowel, formed their past 
tense in -dde for the earlier -Ae; the change, according to 
Noreen, dates, so far as the spelling is concerned, from 
about 1350; it may however have occurred much earlier in 
some East Scandinavian dialect. The supposition that ME. 
Jiedde may be of Scandinavian origin is supported by the 
fact that the earliest examples are chiefly from writers whose 
dialect is strongly marked by Scandinavian influence; on 
the other hand, it occurs as early as 1340 in the Kentish 
dialect of the Ayenbite. 

The confusion between the vbs. 7ce and_/Z7y occurs already 
in OE. In northern dialects the form /7ee is the normal 
phonetic descendant both of OE. /7éox to flee and of f/é03an 
to fly. In mod. Eng. the association of the two vbs. has 
the curious result that the ordinary prose eqnivalent of L. 
JSugere is fly with pa. t. and pa. pple. Zed (the forms /Zew, 
Jlown have only the sense of L. volare), while //ee has become 
archaic, being confined to more or less rhetorical or poetic 
diction. Even /Zy and fed, indeed, now belong rather to 
literary than to colloquial English: expressions like ‘run 
away’ being substituted in familiar speech.] 

Forms. 

1, Present stem. a. 1 Znf. (ge) fléon, flion, (orth. 
fléa) ; pr. ¢. Ist fers. fléo, (Aferctan fléom), 2nd 
pers. flihst, 37d pers. Hind, (orth. fi, 168), p7. 
f1608, (sorth. fléad) ; 3 inf. fleen, pr. ¢. 37d pers. 
flihp, flicp, flizt, zwzper. fli(h, fliz, south. vlih, 
3-4 fi6o-n, (3 flo), flei, 3-5 flee-n, 4 south. vle-n, 
vlee-n, 3-6 fle, 6 fley, 3- flee. 

¢888 K. AStrrep Boeth. xxxiii. §2 He .. flihp 5a weedle. 
a1000 Boeth. Metr. vii. 30 (Gr.) He sceal swide flion pisse 
worulde wlite. a1225 Ancr. R, 162 Arseni, flih men. /ézd. 
208 Vlih ber urommard, er bu beo iattred. az2z40 Ureisun 
in Cott. Hon. 203 Hwuder schal ich fleon hwon be [etc.]. 
az250 Owl § Night. 176 Wel fizt that wel flizt. a@1300 
Cursor M. 2818 (Cott.) Pe angls badd loth do him flee. 
Lbid. 4310 (Cott.) Pou do pe stallworthli to flei. ¢1330 R. 
Brunne Chron. (1810) 39 Pei went egrely, & did bo kynges 
fle. 1340 Ayend. 41 Ober huanne me dra3p bo out pet vlep 
to holy cherche. ¢1374 CuHaucer Compl. Mars 105 He.. 
bad her fleen, lest Phebus her espye. ¢ 1380 Six era. 
3901 He not wyder flene. 1393 LanG. P. P/. C. xxi. 346 Ich 
rede we fleo.. faste alle hennes. 1556 Awrelio § Isab. Fv, 
It that you fley be the daye, you showe to desire it the 
nighte, 

B. 5 flede. 

c1480 Myrc 1374 Wythowte werke or fleschly dede Py 
chastyte from be doth flede. 

2. Past tense. a. 1 fiéah, fléh, 3 fleah, fleh, (south. 
2vileh, 4vlea}3), 4-5 flagh(e, (also rarelyas f/.), 3-4 
flei, fleih, flei3, fleigh (rarely as A/.), fley, fle3(h. 

¢825 Vesp. Psalter cxiii [cxiv]. 3 Sae zeseah & fleh. a 1000 
Boeth, Metr.i. 20 (Gr.) Fleah casere mid pam zdelingum ut 
on Crecas. ¢1200 Ormin 823 He fizh till wesste fra be 
follc. a1225 Leg. Kath. 16 Wes Maxence ouercumen & 
fleah into Alixandre. @1225 Aucr. R. 160 He fleih his holi 
kun icoren of ure Louerde. cx1zg0o Gen. § Ex. 430 Caym 
fro him [adam] fle3. 1340 Ayend, 129 Pet hette agar bo. hi 
ulea3 uram hare lheuedi. c1340 Cursor AL. 7592 (Trin.) 
Mony fley wip debes wounde. 1382 Wyc.ir Ps. cxiv. 3 
The se sa3 and flei3. 1387 Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) I. 189 
Pat prince sauede men pat fleigh to hym. a@1400 Octouian 
1149 Florentyn yaf hym swych a dent As he forth flezh, That 
[etc.]. c1400 Desty. Troy 6001 As pai flaghe in the filde. 

B. 3 fleu, 3, 6 flew(e, 4 flewgh. [Common to 
this vb. with Fry; ? influenced by str. pa. t. of 
Fiow.] 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 18 pe kyng with a fewe men hymself 
flew at the laste. /déd. (1724) 258 He fleu [Arinted flen] 
wyp muche wo. c1380 Wycuir Sel. Wks. III. 412 Seynt 
Poule. .flew3h suche beggynge. 

y. plural. 1 fluzon, -un, 2-4 flu3en, (3 flu3- 
hen, Or. -enn, fluhen, flue), 3 flu(w)en, sozth. 
vluwen, 3-5 flojen, floghen (hence 5 flogh as 
sing.), 4 floun, 3-5 flowe(n. 

cgs0 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 56 Alle..zefluzun. ¢ 1000 
Ags. Gosp. Mark v. 14 Soblice ba de hi heoldon flugon. 
¢1200 OrMIN 893 Babe flu3henn fra pe folc. c¢1z0g Lay. 
1845 Pa eatendes flu3en [c 1275 flowen]. c1225 Ancr. R. 106 
His deore diciples fluen alle vrom him. Zézd. 392 His deciples 
.-vluwen alle urom him. a@xz225 ¥uliana 52 Pat ter fluhen 
monie. cx1250 Gen. & Ex. 86x On of hem, Se flojen a-wei. 
c1300 Beket 2144 His disciples flowe anon. 1382 Wyctir 
Isa. xxxiii. 3 Fro the vois of the aungil floun puples. c¢1400 
Ibid. 11969 Ecuba 


Destr. Troy 4732 The ffrigies floghen. 
€1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 822 As thay flowen 


.. egerly flogh. 
toward the felde. 

5. 4-7 fledd(e, 4 south. vledde, 5 fleded, 
fleede, 6-7 flet, 7 Sc. flaid, 4- fled. plural. 3-4 
? flededen, 4-5 fleden, fledden, -on. 

c 1300 K, Adis. 2441 So heo ferden .. And flodeden [? ead 
flededen.] c1330 R. BruNNE Chron. (1810) 88 Malcolme. . fled 
for ferd. 1340 Ayend,. 206 He him uledde ase wys and hise 
uorlet. ¢ 1384 Cuaucer //, Mame 1.179 Iulo And eke askanius 
also ffleden. ?a@1400 Morte Arth, 1431 Thane be Bretons.. 
fleede to be foreste. c1400 Destr. Troy 1349 The Troiens. . 
ffleddon in fere and pe filde leuyt. 1490 Caxron Exeydos 
xxxi. 118 Dedalus fleded to Thetys for fere of the kynge 
Mynos of Crete. 1497 Wriorues.ey Chron, (1875) 1.3 Perkin 
Werbeck. .fledd to Bowdley St. Marie. 1647 H. More Song 
of Soult, ut. xvii, But what could well be sav’d to Simon flet. 


3. Pa. pple. a. I flogen, 2 flugen, 3 iflogen, 
south, ivlowen, 3-4 yflowe(n, 4-5 flowe(n, -yn, 
iflowen, (4 flawen), 








FLEE. 


c1208 Lay. 4764 Brennes wes awai iflojen. a@1225 Ancr. 
R. 168 3e habbed pene world ivlowen. 1297 R. Grouc. 
(1724) 311 Of scaped he was & yflowe. ¢1320 Cast. Love 
470 For-pi Ich am of londe i-flowen, 13.. &. &. Addit. P. 
C. 214 He watz flawen fro be face of frelych dry3tyn. ¢1340 
Cursor M. 16743 (Laud) His appostils wern flowyn hym fro. 
2?a1400 Arthur 579 Mordred was flow. c 1420 Chron. Vilod. 
387 He nold not for be crosse han flowe. 

B. 4 fledd, flede, -eed, 5 fledde, 4~ fled. 

1300 Cursor M.17554 (Cott.) He..es vnto pe felles fledd. 
¢1325 Coer de L. 2301 The emperour was fled away. ¢1380 
Wycuir Wks, (1880) 290 Fleed of men as disceyt of pe fend. 
2a1400 Morte Arth. 2488 The dyre feemeneare flede. c1440 
York Myst. xxii. 188 Pis fende pat nowe is fledde. 1539 
Biste (Great) Acts xvi. 27 Supposing that the presoners 
had bene fledde [1557 (Geneva), 1582 (Rheims) and 1611; 
fled]. 
B. Significations. 

I. intr. 

1. To run away from or as from danger; to 

take flight; to try to escape or seek safety by flight. 


Also, to flee away, out, and to flee for tt. 

c825 [see A. 2]. c1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. viii. 33 Da hyrdas 
witodlice flugon. cxzz0s Lay. 5564, & swide monie per fluwen 
& ferden to Rome. @1300 Cursor MM. 2614 (Cott.) Sco was 
fain to fle a-wai. c1325 Coer de L. 2303 Flowen was that 
fals coward. ¢1340 Cursor M. 9213 (Trin.) pe kyng fley out 
bi ny3t. ¢1400 Destr. Tray 10077 ‘The grekes flowen in fere 
& the feld leuyt. 1489 Caxton Maytes of A. I. Xxxvil. 155 
They shall make as they dide flee. 1559 Mirr. Mag., 
Mortimers xx, For they flewe, I feared them the lesse. 
x605 CAampEN Met. 216 One that had in his forehead a 
bounch of flesh, fledde away a great pase. 1709 STEELE 
Yatler No, 80 ® 3 My Confusion at last was so great, that 
without speaking, or being spoken to, I fled for it. 1847 
James ¥. Marston Hall ix, Some of them fled as fast as 
their legs would carry them. 1884 F. M. Crawrorp Yow. 
Singer (1886) I. 90 A hundred women will tell you that they 
are ready to flee with you. 

Proverb. azz30 Owl & Night. 176 ‘Wel fizt that wel 
flizt’, seith the wise. 13.. Prov. Hendyng ix. in Rel. Ant. 
I. 111 ‘ Wel fytht, that wel flyth’ Quoth Hendyng. 


b. Const. +forth of, from, out of. 


c82s, Vesp. Psalter \xviifi]. 2 Feond his..flen from onsiene 
his. 1154 O. £. Chron. an. 1137 Sume flugen ut of lande. 
c1250 Gen. § Ex. 430 Caym fro him flex. ¢1450 Myrc 1681 
3ef he haue grace in herte to se How aungelus.. From hym 
faste flen. 1550 CrowLey Last Trump 29 When Elias fled 
away from Ahab. 1564 Hawarp Zuztropius vil. 69 He 
[Nero] fled forthe of his palace. 1597 SHaxs. 2 Hex. /V, 0. 
iv. 248 The Rogue fled from me like Quick-siluer. 161 
Biste Fob xx, 24 He shall flee from the iron weapon. 

e. Conjugated with de. 

c1250 Gen. & Ex. 3396 3et sal de kinde of amalech Ben al 
fled dun in deades wrech. c13z0 Sir Tristy. 2223 Tristrem 
was fled oway. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxxii. 250 Whan 
pyers was fledde oute of spayn. 1535 STEWART Cron. Scot. 
II. 479 And mony freik out of the feild wes fled. 1672 H. 
M. tr. Collog. Erasmus 543 He won by an assault a strong 
defenced Castle, whereinto the Lady great with child was 
fled. 

+d. vefl.; also quasi-trans., to flee one’s way. 
c1205 Lay. 16078 Ah flih flih pinne wei. a@1300 Cursor 
AT, 5680 (Gétt.) Moyses .. fledd him into madian. ¢1340 
Tbid. 7676 (Fairf.) He him fled to samuel. 1470-85 Matory 
Arthur vut. vii, Syr Marhaus .. fledde his waye. 1535 
CoverDALE Fudith xv. 3 The Assirians. .kept not them selues 
together, but fled their waye. 

2. To hasten for safety or protection (¢0, +07). 

Beowulf 764 (Gr.) Mynte se mera, hwer he meahte .. on 
wez banon fleon on fenhopu. ¢8z5 Vesf. Psalter cxlii[i. 9 
Dryhten to de ic zefleh. ¢x205 Lay. 16080 Fleo pider pe pu 
fleo. a1300 Cursor A. 6675 (Cott.) Ppof he to mine auter flei. 
1393 Lanci. P. Pl. C. 11. 220 Falsnesse for fere po flegh to 
pe freres. 1535 CovERDALE Zech. xiv. 5 Ye shall fle ynto 
the valley of my hilles. 1678 TiLLotson Sermons (ed. 3) I. 
64 We can have..none in all the world to fle [ed. 1671 p. 64 
flye] to, but Him. 1718 Prior Solomon 11. 482 In vain for 
Life He to the Altar fled. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. 1. 176 
The Presbyterians .. fled to the foot of the throne. 1858 
M. Porteous Souter Fohnny 30 Or silly mortal blinks an ee 
To muckle Jupiter ye’ll flee. 

+b. refi. Obs. 

@1300 Cursor M, 5680 (Gétt.) Moises. . fled him into madian. 
1600 Hotianp Livy xiv. vi. (1609) 1174 b, The king .. fled 
himselfe to Pydna. 1610 Hreatry S¢. Aug. Citie ef God 
(1620) 143 But those. .either fled themselves into such places 
. or else were brought thither. 

+c. To have recourse Zo. Ods. 

1563 LYomilies u. Agst. Idolatry m1. (1859) 220 They... flee 
to this aunswere, that [etc.]. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s 
Trav. 270 The servants and others fled to their swords. 

3. To withdraw hastily, take oneself off, go away. 
Also with away. Const. from, out of. Also, To 
swerve from (a commandment) ; to keep free from 
(a practice). j 

c825 Vesp. Psalter cxxxviii[i]. 7 From onsiene dinre hwider 
fleom ic. ¢1200 Tv in. Coll. Hom. 127 On his 3uwede he fleh fro 
folke to weste. 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) sor Clerkes & lewede, 
that fram thi seruise wolle fle. cx1340 Cursor AZ. 9816 (Trin.) 
His hert au3te bettur breke in bre pen fro his biddyngis to 
fle. ¢1385 Cuaucer ZL. G. W.1307 Dido, Ye wol nat fro 
your wyf thus foule fleene! c1q440 Partonofe 4881 Thys 
made me vtterly fro yow fleene. 1611 BisLe Gen, xxxi. 27 
Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly? 1717 Porr Eloisa 
131 From the false world in early youth they fled. 1820 
Keats St. Agzes xlii, These lovers fled away into the 
storm. 1848 Mrs. Jameson Sacv. §& Leg. Art (1850) 193 
Two years later he fled from society. 

+b. To depart this life. 

a1300 Cursor MM, 20260 (Gétt.) Hu sal we liue quen bu 
will fle? 

4, To make one’s escape, get safely away. 

@1300 Cursor M. 7755 (Cott.) par pai fell bat moght not 
fle. c¢1300 //avelok 1882 Late we nouth thise doges fle, 


FLEECE. 


1382 Wyciir Acéts xvi. 27 Wenynge the boundyn men for 
to haue fled. ¢1430 Lypc. Min, Poems 186 He is a fole 
that .. fled is fro prisoun. 1667 Miron P. ZL. 1v. 963 Flie 
thither whence thou [Satan] fledst. 182x SHELLEY Zips. 
272 As a hunted deer that could not flee, I.. stood at 


ay. 

5. To pass away quickly and suddenly; to dis- 
appear, vanish. Also with away. 

c12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 175 He is fleonde alse shadewe. 
@1300 Cursor M. 12075 (Cott.) And son pe spirit pat was 
fledd Again come in pat ilk stede. 1382 Wyciir Kev. xvi. 
20 And ech ijle fley awey and hilles ben not founde. c14g50 
Hotianp Howlat 140 The Swallowe so swyft. .is forthwart 
to fle. 1639 Massincer Unnat. Combat v. ii, Take not thy 
flight so soon immaculate spirit: ’Tis fled already. 1712-4 
Pore Rape Lock 1. 51 When Woman’s transient breath is 
fled. 1776 Gipson Decl. & F. I. vii. 199 The animating 
health and vigour were fled. 1818 SHettey Rev. [slam v. 
xliii. 6 As I approached, the morning’s golden mist .. fled. 
1850 Elder’s House 215 Pale flowers, Whose life and bloom 
are fled. 1886 A. WincuEtt Walks & Talks in Geol. Field 
214 A million of years may flee away before one revolution 
is completed. 

6. Occasionally used for Fry (=volare). (Often 
in Shelley.) 

Examples of the present stem from dialect literature (Sc. 
and northern Eng.) are not given here, as in them /ee is the 
regular form of Fry. In recent instances, the use of /7ce 
for /7y is chiefly for the sake of rime, or to produce a sort of 
archaistic effect; in older writers it may be due variously 
to confusion between the two vbs,, to adoption of dialectal 
phrases (esp. in ‘to let flee’), or to a development from 
sense 5. 

cxo000 /Etrric Hom. (Th.) I. 142 Culfran lufiad annysse, 
and fleod him flocemzlum, 1382 Wycur ¥e7. xlviii. 4o As 
an egle he shall fleen out. ¢x4g00 Maunpev. (1839) xxil. 238 
The tronchouns flen in sprotes and peces. 1553 I’. Wi1Lson 
Rhet. (1580) 211 He let flee at hym like a Dragon. 1592 
Suaks, Ven. & Ad. 947 Loues golden arrow at him should 
haue fled. 1598 Sy_tvester Du Bartas u. ii. u. Babylon 221 
Make fast this rope, and then they let it flee. 1612 J. Davies 
Muse's Sacr. Wks. (Grosart) II. 75/1 At which forthwith he 
[the Libard] flees, And piece-meal teares it. 1770 J. Love 
Cricket 5 Vhe Youth cries Rub; O Flee, you Ling’rer, Flee! 
1815 SHELLEY Alastor 358 The boat fled on, 1821 — Ginevra 
211 The dark arrow fled In the noon. 

II. trans. 

7. ‘To run away from, hasten away from ; to quit 
abruptly, forsake (a person or place, etc.). 

a1000 Andreas 1540(Gr.) Wes him ut myne fleon fealone 
stream, a@1300 Cursor M7. 14884 (Cott.) He folus baim and 
pai him fle. 1386 Rolls of Parit. VII. 225/t Some fledde the 
Citee for feere. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI, 95 Straungers 
in great nombre fled the land. 1593 Suaxs. 3 Hen. V/, u. 
i. 19 So fled his Enemies my Warlike Father. 1597 — 
2 Hen. IV, 1, i. 18 Yong Prince Iohn .. fled the Field. 
1598 SytvesteR Du Lartas u. ii. 1. Ark 43 The more he 
[a River] flees his source. 1634 Sir T. Herpert 7vav. 3 
Upon better view he feared and fled us. 1647-8 CoTTERELL 
Davila’s Hist. Fr. (1678) 21 He was forced to flee his 
Country. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 130 All his Attendants 
had fled his Presence. 180x Soutney Thalaba 1x. xxxix, 
She fled the Place of Tombs. 

Jig. c1400 Rom. Rose 4786 If thou flee it, it shal flee 
thee; Folowe it, and folowen shal it thee. 1513 DouGras 
nets vi. i. 132 Now, at the last, that fled ws euer moir, 
The forther cost Itaile haif we caucht. 1§26 Pilger. Perf. (W. 
de W. 1531) 291 All temptacyons fledde theyr holynesse. 
1816 Byron Ch. Har, ut. xxxix, When Fortune fled her 
spoil’d and favourite child. 1882 Stevenson New Arad. 
Nts, (1884) 130 Sleep continued to flee him. 

8. In weaker sense: To avoid with dread or dis- 
like; to eschew, shun. Occas, in passive; also 
+ with zzz. as obj. 

a 1000 Bocth. Metr. vii. 30 (Gr.) He sceal swide flion bisse 
worulde wlite. ¢1z00 OrmIN 8056 Pa flah I childess coss- 
tess. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 127 He fle3 here ferrede. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 1952 (Gétt.) Fle falshed and theft. ax340 
Hampote Psalter i. 1 His verray lufers folous him fleand 
honur, ¢1386 Cuaucer Monk's 7. 265 Fro hir childhod.. 
sche fledde Office of wommen. ?a 1400 Cato’s Morals 55 in 
Cursor M. App. iv. 1670 Fle to take wife..bot ho be honest. 
c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 59 A wood hound fleeb mete & 
water. c1440 Facol’s Well xv. 100 An angry man..owyth 
to be fled as a raveynous dogge. 1550 CrowLey Zfie7. 667 
Auoid and fle dice. 1563 Homilies u. Agst. Idolatry 11. 
(1859) 230 Aungels flee to take vnto them by sacrelege the 
honoure dewe to God. 1766 Forpyce Ser. Yung. Won. 
(1767) Il. xi. 159 Flee them, my fair pupils, flee them with 
poser. 1818 SHELLEY Rosalind 41, I would flee Thy tainting 
touch. 

9. To contrive to avoid, save oneself from, escape 
from, evade. Now rare. 

¢1z00 OrmiN 9803 Hu pe33 mihhtenn fleon Drihhtiness 
irre. a@1300 Cursor JI. 3001 (Cott.) Your harm sa wend 
i best to fle. ¢1340 did. 22503 (Fairf.) For to flee be dai of 
awe. 1563-87 Foxe A. & JZ. (1596) 108/2, I..haue long 
fléene the hands of mine enemies. 1821 SHELLEY Prometh. 
Unb. 1. 783 On Death’s white and wingéd steed Which the 
fleetest cannot flee. 

Flee-boat: see Fiy-Boat. 

Fleece (fl), 54. Forms: 1 fléos, flfes, flys, 
3 fleos, 4-6 flies, flyes, 4-6 flees, fles(e, (4 flus, 
5 fleese, fleys, flesse, 6 fleise), 5-6 Sv. fleis(s, 6 
flece, Sc. flesche, 7 fliece, Sc. fleesh, 6— fleece. 
[Com. WGer. OE. /féos neut., corresponds to Du. 
vlies, MHG, viies (Ger. fliesz, vliesz); there is also 
a form with umlaut, OE. izes, flys =MHUHG. viius 
(Ger. fleusz, fliisz) ; the two types represent W Ger. 
*fleusoz-, fliusiz-; an ablaut variant */#so-2 ap- 
pears in MLG, and MHG. o/é@s sheepskin, mod. 
Ger. flaus masc. woollen coat. Connexion with 
the root of L. plima feather, PLUMB, is probable.] 
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1. The woolly covering of a sheep or similar 
animal. 

a 1000 Laws Ina c. 69 Sceap sceal gongan mid his fliese 
06 midne sumor. c¢1000 Ags. Ps. lxxii. 6 And [he] astaz 
swe swe regn in fleos. @1228 Ancr. R. 66 Monie cumed 
to ou ischrud mid lombes fleose, & beod wode wulues. 
a1300 /. E. Psalter \xxii. 6 He sal com down als rain in 
flees soft. 1382 WycLir Gez. xxx. 35 Al the flok of o colour, 
that is, of whyet or of blak flese. c14s0 Hottanp Howlat 
753 Lhow joyuss fleiss of Gedion. 1g0x Douctas Pal. Hon. 
ul. xxxvi, To win the fleis of gold. xg08 Dunsar Tua 
Mariit Wenten 423 Cled in cair weid, As foxe in a lambis 
fleise fen3e I my cheir, 1563 Winzer tr. Vincent, Lirin. 
xxxi, Wks. 1890 II. 65 Maid as certane fleisis of wow. 
1637 T. Morton New Eng. Canaan u. x. 98 These beasts 
are of the bignesse of a Cowe..their fleeces very usefull, 
being akinde of wolle. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 557 Stretch’d on 
the downy fleece, no rest he knows. 1804 J. GRAHAME 
Sabbath 456 Where lambs of whitest fleece sport on the hills. 
1877 Simmonps Anime. Products 66 Its [the Alpaca’s] fleece 
is superior to that of the sheep in length and softness, 

b. Her. The figure of a sheepskin with its wool 
suspended by a ring. ©. Order of the Golden 
fleece: an order of knighthood instituted at 
Bruges in 1430 by Philip the Good, duke of 
Burgundy. 

The right of investiture in the order of the Golden Fleece 
now belongs to the sovereigns of Austria and Spain. 

1525 Two Proph. Eng. in Furniv, Ballads from MSS. 
I. 306 A king to were a flemyshe flece, all Sacksons shall 
hyt Rewe. 1539 Jzv. Habiliments, etc., Fas. V. Scot. 
(1815) 49 Item the ordoure of the Empriour with the goldin 
fleis, 1548 Hatt Chron., Edw. IV, 213 The kyng ware 
the golden Flees, and the duke ware the Garter. 1591 
Suaks, 1 Hen. VI, 1. vii. 69 Knight of the Noble Order 
of S. George, Worthy S. Michael, and the Golden Fleece, 
1842 Loner. Belfry Bruges 22 Knights who bore the Fleece 
of Gold. 1849 DisraEeLi Corr, w. Sister 11 Mar. (1886) 220 
He [Guizot] had his red ribbon on and also his golden fleece. 

2. The quantity of wool shorn from a sheep at 
one time. 

¢1460 Fortescue Ads. & Lim. Mon. xii. (1885) 140 The 
ixth fflese off thair wolles, and also the ixt Shef off ber 
graynes. 1672 Petty Pol, Azat. (1691) 54 A Fleece of 
Wool in Ireland is about 22. weight. 1782 Burns Poor 
Mailie’s Elegy vi, A bonier fleesh ne’er cross’d the clips. 
1829 Scotr Anne of G. vi, Thou shalt have a necklace of 
jet at next shearing-feast, if our fleeces bear any price in the 
market. 1868 RoGers Pol. con. xii. (1876) 11 The average 
weight of a fleece was not more than two pounds. 

+b. jig. A share of booty. Ods. 

In quot. 1703 fleece is apprehended as ‘act of fleecing’. 

1601 Hottanp Livy vi. xy. (1609) 226 Thy selfe wouldest 
have a fliece with them [zz parte pred sis). 1603 Breton 
Packet Lett. . xxxix (Grosart) I]. 43 When their wits goe 
a wool-gathering among shrewes that haue had fleeces. 
1703 Mrs. CentLivre Bean's Duel u. ii, There’s scarce 
a Match-maker in the whole Town, but has had a Fleece 
at his Purse, 

3. In various transferred uses. 

+a. A coating periodically shed or removed. 

1603 Owen Pembrokeshire (1891) 74 The stonne Marle.. 
beinge cast on the lande, casteth yerely a ffleece of sande. 

b. A crop of vegetation; also fig. 

1513 Douctas xezs xu. Prol. 80 So thik’ the plantis 
sprang in euery pece, The feyldis ferleis of thar fructuus 
flece. 1793 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts (ed. 2) V. 86 The 
land .. will produce little else but a fleece of weeds. 1793 
Ann. Agric., Suff. XIX. 214 There was a very fine fleece of 
marl grass. 1831 Scotr Fri. 5 May, A fleece of letters, 
which must be answered, I suppose. 1855 Browninc 7wo 
in Campagna vy, The champaign with its endless fleece Of 
feathery grasses everywhere. 

ce. A ‘head’ or mass of hair. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 175 b, Others 
(Bees] cary water with their mouths, and droppes in their 
little fleeses. 1600 S. Nicnotson Acolastus Eijb, Wit- 
nesse this snow-white fleece vpon my head. c¢1600 SHAKS, 
Sonn. \xviii, Ere beauties dead fleece made another gay. 
x71x Lond. Gaz. No. 4841/4 Stolen..a Mare..with a white 
Fleece down the Face. 1831 CaRLyLe Sart. Res. 1. v, The 
Aboriginal Savage, glaring fiercely from under his fleece of 
hair. 18539 TENNnyson Viviex 839 The .. many-wiuter’d 
fleece of throat and chin. 1865 SwinpuRNE Poems & Ball, 
Faustine 3 Back to the shoulder with its fleece Of locks. 


d. Applied to anything resembling a sheep’s 
fleece either in appearance or consistence; a white 
cloud, etc. ; a quantity of falling snow, or of some 


light substance, as air, vapour, etc. 

1671 R. Bonun Wind 4o Superincumbent Air; which 
I suppose to ly in severall fleeces or storys one above 
another. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies 1. ii. 4 Whenever it 
snows..the greater is the Fleece, the warmer is the Air, 
1692 BentLtey Boyle Lect. i. 7 Certain thin fleeces of 
Atoms, that flow incessantly from the surfaces of Bodies. 
1715-20 Pore /diad u1. 284 Soft as the fleeces of descending 
snows. 1728 — Dunc. 1. 362 Till show’rs of Sermons, 
Characters, Essays, In circling fleeces whiten all the ways. 
1746-7 Hervey JZedit. (1818) 83 Abundance of ruddy 
streaks tinge the fleeces of the firmament. 1834 H. Miter 
Scenes & Leg. xi. (1857) 167 A deep fleece of vapour rose 
from the surface. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxix. (1856) 246 
The mackerel fleeces and mare’s tails of our summer skies. 


1865 Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. iii. 229 Beads or fleeces of | 


oily substance hung in some gauze-work. 

e. spec, The thin sheet of cotton or wool fibre 
that is taken from the breaking-card. Also, a 
textile fabric with a soft silky pile used for lining, 
etc.: cf. fleece-lined in 6. 

1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. 510 One [card], called a breaker, 
eieick turns off the cotton in a broad fleece of extreme thin- 
ness, 18781. Warts in Zucycl. Brit. V1. 493 The cotton is 
taken from the doffer in a very light fleece by means of a 
vibrating comb, =~ 











FLEECEABLE. 


4., Used for a sheep, or collect. sheep. 

1798 Wotcorr (P. Pind.) Zales of Hoy Wks. 1812 IV. 427 
And all the tribe of fleeces follow. ?a1800 Wowing of 
Fock & Fenny viii, in Pinkerton Sed. Scot. Ball. (1783) IL. 73 
Fyve hundirth fleis now in a flok. 1855 Browninc Love 
among Ruins ix, All our many-tinkling fleece. 

5. U.S. The meat taken from the sides of the 
hump of the American bison. 

1841 Catiin VV. Amer. Ind. (1844) II. liv. 181 The fleece 
(hump) of a fat cow, was the luxury of luxuries. 1891 
Army & Navy Frnl. (N.Y.)5 Sept. 30/1 The fleece fof 
a buffalo] is the meat lying on each side of the hump ribs 
and resting on the outside of the side ribs. 

6. Comb., as fleece-encumbered, -like, -lined adjs. 
Also *| fleece-feeder, one who makes his profit 
out of fleeces (in quot. fig.) ; fleece-merchant, a 
dealer in wool; fleece-wool, that obtained from 


the living animal at the annual shearings. 

1814 Worpsw. Lacursion vu. 613 The *fleece-encum- 
bered flock. 1549 Latimer 5th Seri. bef. Edw. VI. (Arb.) 
136 There are to many suche *flese feders. @1729 CoNGREVF. 
Lnipossible Thing 128 That *fleece-like flow’r of fairy land. 
1820 SHELLEY Cloud 47 The moon, Glides glimmering o’er 
my fleece-like floor. 1894 Dazly News 26 Mar. 5/7 With 
the exception of *fleece-lined underwear. @1774 FERGUSSON 
Iron Kirk Bell Poems (1845) 43 *Fleece-merchants may 
look bauld. 1495 Vottingham Rec. III. 42 Centum stones 
de *flesse wolle. 1552 Act 5-6 Edw. VJ. c. 6. § x Mingling 
Fell-wool and Lambs-wool .. with Fleece-wool. 1769 De 
Foe's Tour Gt. Brit. 1.94 Fleece Wool, out of Lincolnshire. 


Fleece (flis), v. Also 6-7 fleese, (6 flece, 
fliese). [f. prec. sb.] 
1. ¢rans. To strip (a sheep) of the fleece ; to clip 


off or strip the wool from; /¢. and fig. 

‘3628 WitHER Brit. Rememb. vin. 1442 A Clergy, that 
shall more desire to fleece, Then feed the flock. 1652 
Season. Exp. Netherl. 15 What signified the bleating of 
such of your Countreymen as they daily fleec’d? 1708 
Ozett tr. Boilean’s Lutrin v. 87 For Thee his Flocks are 
fleec’d. 1885 Pall Mall G. 6 Nov. 1/r The impulsive eager- 
ness of some owners to fleece their sheep rather more often 
than is good for them, 

b. transf. 

1667 WatTERHOuSE Five Lond. 171 Thrifty Oaks, though 
fleeced of under boughs, yet if not headed, may thrive. 

2. To pluck or shear (the wool) from a sheep. 
Hence fg. to obtain by unjust or unfair means. 
Also, to take toll of, take pickings from. Now 
rare. 

1537 Hen. VIII. in State Pagers I1. 423 To flece, from 
tyme to tyme, all that you may catche from Us. 1576 
Turserv. Venerie 198 Men which fliese a fee From euerie 
widowes flocke: a capon or a chicke, 1593 NASHE 
Four Lett. Confut. Wks. (Grosart) II. 242 Many lockes 
fleec’'d from Tullie. 1605 Werrstecan Dec. Intell. v. 
(1628) 115 By fleesing from each of these two countrys 
aparte, 1613 Purcuas Pilerimage v. xiv. (1614) 519 Their 
wealth and substance being euery where so fleeced that 
[etc.] 1840 CartyLe Heroes iv. (1858) 293 To divide what 
they fleeced from these poor drudges. 

absol. 1893 Nasue Christ's T. Wks. (Grosart) IV. 158 
Much lesse are they to fleece or pluck from their Maister or 
Sheepheard. 1642 RoGers Maanzaxz 317 Fleece not from 
God. 

3. To strip (a person, city, country, etc.) of 
money, property, etc., as a sheep is stripped of its 
fleece ; to make (any one) pay to the uttermost; to 
exact money from, or make exacting charges upon; 
to plunder, rob heartlessly ; to victimize. Also 
with of. 

1577-87 Ho.insuep Chron, III. 855/2 The cardinall know- 
ing he was well prouided of monie, sought occasion to 
fleece him of part thereof. 160r F. Gopwin Ss. of Eng. 
359 Alfred..determined at his departure [from York] to 
fleece it. 1616 R.C. Times’ Whistle vi. 2717 Many a gallant 
of his gold they fleece. 1691 Woop Azh. O-ron. I. 584 His 
father .. fleec’d the Church of Hereford to leaye him an 
estate. 1719 D’Urrey P2d/s (1872) V. 99 When .. Lawyers 
forget a rich Client to fleece. 1772 Goipsm. Stoops to Cong. 
11. Wks. (Globe) 650/2 In bad inns you are fleeced and starved. 
1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. India II. v. iv. 444 In this manner 
had Tanjore been humbled and fleeced. 1854 HawrTnHorne 
Eng. Note-bks. (1883) I. 463 A begging subscriptionist . . 
has just fleeced me to that amount. 1866 R. M. Barran- 
tyne Shift. Winds xxvii. (1881) 310 A place..where [sea- 
men]..were soon fleeced of all their hardly-earned money. 

absol. ¢1572 GascoiGNe Mruites Warre xcv, 1 I haue © 
--fleest in Flaunders eke among the rest. 

4. a. To overspread as with a fleece. b. To 
dapple or fleck with fleece-like masses. 

1730-46 Tuomson Aztizin 958 Meantime, light-shadow- 
ing all, a sober calm Fleeces unbounded ether. 1748 — 
Cast. Indol. 1. 394 Not Titian’s pencil e’er could so array, 
So fleece with clouds, the pure etherial space. 1799 
Wornsw. Wutting, One of those green stones That fleeced 
with moss, under the shady trees, Lay round me. 1855 
Brecuer Star Papers xxxii. (1873) 349 The trees are dressed 
with snow.. The bucket, the well-curb are fleeced over. 
1888 Suairr in Knight Shairp § Friends 87 The sky was 
bright blue, fleeced with the whitest clouds. 

Hence Fleeced /#/. a.! 

a@1800 CowveEr tr. Andreini’s Adam Wks. 1835-7 X. 327 
The lifeless skins Of fleeced animals. 1864 H. Spencer 
Illust. Univ. Progr. 99 The ill-educated children, the fleeced 
relatives, who have to suffer from it. 


Fleeceable (fizsabl), a. [f FuLrnce v. + 
-ABLE.] That may be fleeced, liable to be fleeced, 


cheatable. 

1868 Daily News 24 Dec., The appearance..of a member 
of the aristocracy..paralyses their caution, and renders 
them the most fleeceable of mankind. 1892 Pach 5 Mar. 
112/2 He had fleeced all that was fleeceable in Dansington. 


FLEECED. 


Fleeced (flit), A/. 2.2 [f. FLEECE sd, + -ED 2.] 
Furnished with a fleece: often preceded by some 
qualifying word as half, vich-, well-fleeced. 

1580 C’tEsS PEMBROKE /’s. cxiv. 8 The fleezed rammes 
doe frisking bound. 1590 SrpeNsER /. Q. 1. ii. 16 As when 
two rams..Fight for the rule of the rich fleeced flocke. 
1610 HoLianp Camden's Brit. 1. 663 A sow halfe fleeced 
with woole, was digged up. 1698 Fryer Acc. Z£. /udia & 
P.34 Sheep .. fleeced rather with Hair than Wool. 1724 
Swirt Drafpier’s Lett. ii. Wks. 1755 V. u. 27 If..the grazier 
should bring me one single wether, fat and well fleec’d by 
way of pattern, 1892 Daily News 25 June 5/4 Who is 
reputed to have owed much of his great wealth to his 
fleeced flocks. . 

Fleeceless (fl7slés), a. [f. FLEECE sd, + -LESS.] 
Having no fleece. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 183 The country 
abounds in fleecelesse sheep. 1846 in WorcesTER (citing 
Dr. Allen). 

Fleecer (flzso1). [f. Frumce v.+-rr1.] One 
who fleeces (see the vb.). 

1612 Apams Pract. IWks. (1862) I. 449 We have still 
fleecers enough. 1637 Prynne Brev. Pred. Usurp. 262 
Not fleecers, but feeders. 1708 Motrevx Radelais v. 
Prognostication Vv. 163 Fleecers of Sheer'd-Asses, 1795 Hud/ 
Advertiser 5 Sept. 4/4. 1847 in Craic. 1884 Morris in 
Pall Mail G. 7 Oct. 8/1 Whereas if a labour employer, or 
fleecer, were to find himself possessed of no more to live on, 
his friends would. .hide his razors away. 

Fleech (fizt{), 50.1 Sc. Also 7 fleaich. [f. 
next vb.] Flattery; a piece of flattery. 

a 1700 Macgueen's Apol. Let. in Maidment Sc. Pasgutls 
(1868) 286 The compliments and fleaiches Which used to 
gain our Irish wenches. 1721 Ketty Scot. Prov. 105 Fair 
fall you and that’s a Fleech. 

+ Fleech, sd.2 Ods. rave—'. App. a bout, spell. 

1589 Papfe w. Hatchet (1844) 41 Martin, this is my last 
straine for this fleech of mirth. 

Fleech (flit{), v. Sc. and zorth. dial, Forms; 
4-6, 9 flech(e, 4 fleeche, 4, 6 flesche, 6 fleache, 
5-6 flei(s)che, 6 fleitsche, 7 fleitch, 7-8 fleetch, 
9 dial. flaich, 6- fleech. [Of obscure origin; the 
identity of the senses with those of OTeut. *Alazhan 
and its derivatives (Goth. ga-plachan to treat 
kindly, console, OHG. fléhén, fléhen to fondle, 
flatter, beseech, MHG. wléhen, mod.Ger. flehen to 
beseech, Du. v/ezen to flatter) suggests that the 
word may represent an OE. *flécean :—OTeut. 

fre . , 
type *Alazkjan, related to *Jlathan, as OE. tecean 
TEACH 2. to ¢téon(:—*tthan).] 

trans. To beguile, cajole, coax, wheedle; to 
entice, wheedle into going, #0 a place. Also, in 
good sense; To beseech, entreat. Also aéso/. and 
mtr, (const. 02, wrth), to speak coaxingly or be- 
seechingly ; to flatter, fawn. 

1375 Barsour Bruce y. 619 Bot he, vith fals vordis 
flechand, Ves vith his sonnys ay cumand. ¢ 1375 Sc. Leg. 
Saints, Blasius 179 Hyme cane flesche..Fore to fore-sak 
crist his kynge. c1425 WyNnroun Crox. vit. xi. 154 And 
wyth pe lang schankis pis Edwart Sayd flechand til be 
3rws Robert, Dat [etc.] 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 
121 [He] louit men weill that culd fleche and le. 1580 Sir 
P. Hume Promise ¥as. VI L’envoi 10 Thow dois but 
fleiche the King. 1603 PAz/otus ix, I can with fair anis 
fleitch and flatter. 1718 Ramsay Christ’s Kirk ui. xxii, 
She fleech’d him fairly to his bed, Wi ca’ing him her burdy. 
1792 Burns Duncanx Grey ii, Duncan fleech’d, and Duncan 
pray'd. @1810 TANNAHILL Poems (1815) 101 He fleichit her 
neatht that wudis dark glume, And revit hyr ther of lyffe. 
‘1820 Scorr Adédot xvi, The Papist .. fleeched us with par- 
dons. 1834 M. Scort Cruise Midge i, Better flech with 
a madman than fecht with him. 1873 Swadledale Gloss., 
Flaich, to flatter, to coax, to fawn. 1886 Stevenson A7d- 
napped xix, This lad that has..seen the goodman fleeching 
like a suitor, 1894 Crockett Radders 388 He would often 
fleech on me to take part in the exercises, 

Fleech, dial. var. of Firrcn sd.1 

Fleecher (flztfa1). [f. Fnencu v. +-pR!.] One 
who coaxes or wheedles; a flatterer, 

¢ 1425 WynTOUN Cvou. vi. xvii. 77 A-mang bame wes fals 
Flechowris ban Dat sayd [etc.]. a@1572 Knox Hist. Ref, 
Wks. 1846 I, 74 Fantastik fooles and feyn3eit fleacheris, 
71586 in Pinkerton Axc. Scot. Poems 259 Gif I dar the 
treuth declair, And nane me fleitschour call. 

Fleeching (ii7t{in), J/.5d. Sc. [fas prec. + 
-ING1,]_ The action of coaxing or wheedling; 
also, a coaxing or wheedling speech, 

c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Agatha 66 Bot tuk bath ewine in 
a lyne Par harsknes and pare flechinge. c1475 Rauf 
Coil3ear 902 Now faindis to haue fauour with thy fleichingis. 
1535 STEwartT Cron, Scot. 11. 522 The plesand langage and 
the countenance, The fair flesching. 1824 Scorr Red- 
gauntlet \et. xii, ‘Hout wi’ your fleeching’, said Dame 
Martin. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Aa wadna gan ti church 
wi’ him for a’ his fleechin. 

Fleeching (firtfin), AA. a. Sc. [f. as prec. + 
-InG *.] That fleeches ; coaxing, wheedling. 

1513 Douctas Aneis 11. iii. (ii.) 56 The fals flechand 
Viixes. 1686 G, Sruarr Yoco-ser. Disc, 64 That fleetching 
knave. 1787 Burns Ded. to G. Hamilton i, Expect na, Sir, 
- A fleechin, fleth’rin dedication. 1893 StEVvENSON Catriona 
vii, That long, false, fleeching beggar of a father of hers. 

Hence Flee‘chingly adv, 

_ 1688 Suie_ps Votes § Heads 5 (Jam,) They be now speak- 
ing fair fleechingly and flatteringly to this generation, 

Fleechment (fl7t{mént). orth. dial.; in 9 
fiaitchment. [f. FLEECH v.+-MENT.] Cajolery. 

1886 Hari Caine Sox of Hagar. vii, And stuff her with 
all sorts of flaitchment and lies, 
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Fleecing (fl7sin), vd/. sd. [f. FLEECE v. + -1NG.!] 

1. The action of the vb. FLEECE. 

1593 NasuE Christ's T. 46 b, They[Vsurers] haue enforst him 
thereunto by their fleecing. 1641 Mitton Reform. u. 85 The 
whipping, fleecing, and fleaing us. 1783 Fox Sf. Z£. /udia 
Bills 18 Nov., The poor unhappy natives must undergo 
a second fleecing for the benefit of the proprietors. 

2. concr. A fleecy streak. 

1781 S. J. Pratr Ema Corbett 11. 173 She is surrounded 
with sunbeams softened by tender fleecings of sky which 
form her chariot. 

Fleecy (flzsi), a. Also 6 fleesie, flycesie, 7 
fleecie. [f. FLEECE sb. +-¥1.] 

1. Covered with a fleece or with wool; fleeced, 
wool-bearing. /eecy star = Aries. 

1s90 Spenser /. Q. ul. vi, 15 The gentle Shepheard 
swaynes, which sat Keeping their fleecy flockes, as they 
were hyr’d. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xiv. 263 The fleecie 
face. 1667 Mitton P. L. i. 558 The fleecie Starr that 
bears Andromeda. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1x. 530 And first with 
stately step at evening hour Thy fleecy fellows usher to 
their bower. 1847 J. Witson Chr. North (1857) I. 139 
A collie. .compromises the affair with the fleecy nation. 

b. Of a manufactured article; Having a fleece- 
like nap. 

1790 W. Bucuan (z¢/e) Letter to the Patentee, concerning 
the Medical Properties of the Fleecy Hosiery. 1881 Riva 
My Lady Coquette iv, A white thick fleecy shawl. 

jig. 1826 Hoop Jrish Schoolm. ix, Further down the 
naked red prevails Of his own naked fleecy hosierie. 


2. Consisting of or derived from fleeces, woolly. 

1567 Drant Horace’ Epist. xiii. E iv, Or drunken Pyrrhe 
beares her wool her flycesie filched gaine. 1634 Mitton 
Comus 504. The fleecy wealth That doth enrich these downs. 
1638 CowLEy Love's Riddle ii, The gentle Lambs and Sheep 
.. Which every Year pay him their fleecy ‘Tribute. 1791 
CowPER Odyss. xv1. 40 While on the variegated seats she 
spread Their fleecy covering. 

3. Resembling a fleece in colour or conformation ; 
woolly. Ofthe sky: Covered or flecked with fleece- 
like clouds. 

1632 Mitton Penxseroso 72 Stooping through a fleecy 
cloud. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 417 When the Fleecy 
Skies new cloath the Wood. 1700— Fadbles, Pythag. Philos. 
gt The fleecy snows In silence fell. 1788 Cowper Wegro's 
Compl. x3 Fleecy locks and black complexion Cannot forfeit 
nature’s claim. 1839 Loner. Wreck Hesf. xviii, She struck 
where the white and fleecy waves Looked soft as carded 
wool. 1873 G. C. Davies Mount. § Alere xiii. 104 Beyond 
and above the bright fleecy blue. 

4. ellipt. quasi-sb. (see quot.) 

1855 in Hype Crarke Dict. 1882 Cautrertp & SAWARD 
Dict, Needlework, Fleecy, sheep’s wool prepared in loose 
threads, for Darning and Knitting. 

5. Comb., as fleecy-looking, -winged adjs. 

1803 dix, Rev. 11.379 Mingled with the thick and fleecy- 
looking fog. 1822 SueLttey Chas. J, iv. 11 That flock of 
fleecy-wingéd clouds Sailing athwart St. Margaret’s, 

Hence Flee‘cily adv., in a fleecy manner. : 

1875 Anderida III. vi. 110 From rock with plumes of fern 
Shivering, fleecily falls the burn, 

Fleed (flzd). dal. Also flead. The inside fat 
of a hog before it is melted into lard ; = FLARE 50.2 

1847 Hatiiwett, “lead, lard, Kent and Sussex, 1875 
ParisH Sussex Dial. 

Fleed, obs. pa. pple. of Fhay, 

Fleegary, -erie: see FEGARY. 

Fleeing (fizin), v/ 5d. [f. Fumu v.+ -Ine1.] 
The action of the vb. FLEE in various senses. 

a1300 Cursor M. 2615 (Cott.) Bot in hir fleing par sco 
yode, An angel hir befor stode. c1410 Love Bonavent. 
Mirr. x. (Gibbs MS.), Off the fleynge of oure lord Jhesu 
into Egypte. c1440 Gesta Rom. xix. 336 (Harl. MS.) So 
shall he have fleyng to the paleys of holy chirche. 1559 
Asp. HerHe in Strype Anz. Ref I. App. vi. 8 This for- 
sakinge and fleynge from the sea of Rome. 

Fleeing (flzin), #47. a. [f. as prec. + -1nG 2.] 
That flees, in various senses of the vb. 

©1374 Cuaucer Boeth, iv. pr. iii. 121 Vif he be dredeful 
and fleynge [L. fuga]. 1434 Misyn Mending Life 108 So 
pat pou sulde desire fleand pingis, a1533 Lp. Brrners 
{non liv. 181 Suche fleynge vacabondes. 1877 Daily News 
5 Nov. 4/7 A large proportion of the fleeing troops would 
perish in the attempt. 

Fleem, obs. f. FLEam 56.1 

Fleer (flz01), sd.1 Nowvare. Also 4-6 fleear. 
[f. Firz v.+-rr1.] One who flees; a. one who 
Tuns away, a fugitive; b. one who withdraws from 
or shuns (const. of). 

1375 Barsour Bruce m1, 5t He reskewyt all the flearis, 
¢1470 Henry Wallace x. 341 Sic a flear befor was neuir 
seyn., 1598 GrEeNEWEY Tacitus’ Ann, xv. iv. 227 Which 
fear of the fleers away was no less ignominious, then if.. 
they had turned their backs to the enemie. 1721 KeLiy 
Scot, Prov,'47 A Fleer [printed Sleer] would ay have a 
Follower. 1829 J. Garr Let. in Aun, Parish Pref. 71 
A refuge for the fleers from the calamities of the world. 
1881 W. Wivkins Sovgs of Study 68 Shunner of sloth, and 
fleér of revels and feasts. 


Fleer (flie1), 50.2 
FLEER v.] 

1. A mocking look or speech; a sneer, a gibe; 
‘mockery expressed either in words or looks’ (J.). 

1604 Suaks. Oth, tv. i. 83 Marke the Fleeres, the Gybes 
and notable Scornes That dwell in euery Region of his face. 
1654 Futter Ywo Serm, 4 The fleere and flout which their 
prophanenesse was pleased to bestow upon him, 1754 Foorr 
Knights 1. Wks, 1799 I. 84 None of your fleers ! Iam glad 
here’s a husband coming that will take you down. 1886 
Miss Broucuton Dr. Cufid Il, i. 12 Perhaps there was 


Also 7 flear, fleere. [f. 








FLEERING, 


some truth in Betty’s fleer, of her never having known any 
better company than that of the village apothecary. 

+2. ‘A deceitful grin of civility’ (J.). Ods. 

1681 D’Urrey Progr. Honesty xiv. 62 A sly Phanatick 
fleer. 1688 Soutu Sevm., Falshood (1737) 1. xii. 468 Such 
a sly, treacherous fleer upon their face. 1727 Swirr Zo 
Stella 47 Flattery tipt with nauseous fleer. 

b. zonce-use. In good sense: A cheerful look, 


a smile. 

1866 CarLyLE evzin, (1881) 1, 71 A tallish man of rugged 
countenance, which broke out oftenest into some innocent 
fleer of merriment, or readiness to be merry when you 
addressed him. 

Fleer (flie1), v. Forms: 4-6 flery(e, 5-7, 8-9 
dial. flyre, -er, flire, 6 flirre, flurre, 6-8, 9 
dial. flear(e, 6-7 fle(e)re, flier(e, 7-8 fleir(e, 
6— fleer. [Perh. of Scandinavian origin, though 
not recorded in ON. ; cf. Norw. and Sw. dial. /zra, 
Da. dial, fre to grin, langh unbecomingly.] 

+1. zztr. To make a wry face, distort the coun- 
tenance; to grin, grimace. Ods. 

?ax400 [see Frerrinc fd. a.J. 1530 Patscr. 551/2, 
I fleere, I make an yvell countenaunce with the mouthe by 
uncoveryng of the tethe, 1570 Levins J/anip. 190 To flurre 
with the lippes, Zadia promittere. 1599 B. Jonson Lv. Man 
out of Hum.v.i, Let her fleere, and looke a scew. 1683 
HickerincitL Trimmer i. Wks. 1716 I. 358 Treat a Monky 
seriously and correct him never so effectually, and he ’ll only 
flear at you. @1715 Pennecuix Truth’s Trav. Wks. (1815) 
395 Falset began to fleir and greit. 1790 Morison Poems 
96 How then he’d stare wi’ sour grimace .. Syne flyre like 
some outlandish race, At wretched me, 

2. To laugh in a coarse, impudent, or unbecoming 
manner. 

1853 LaTIMER Sev. (1562) 115/b, In some places they go 
with the corses girnyng and fleeryng, as though they went 
to a beare-baiting. 1603 H. Crosse Vertues Coninw. (1878) 
141 For you shall neuer see a drunkard so wel-aduised., but 
either fleere and laugh it out, or be furious and quarrelsome. 
1747 T. Story Life 51 He whispered to me .. ‘This is a 
Tythe-goose’; and then fleer’d. 1806 R. JAmiEson Pof. 
Ballads 1. 348 He .. flyret at me as I wad hae him. 1864 
Daily Tel. 17 Mar., Impudent-looking wenches .. leering 
and fleering and chuckling con amore. 


+3. To laugh or smile flatteringly or fawningly. 


Const. 07, pon. Obs. 

18.. Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) II. 51 Though he flyer, 
flatter, and flicker. 1549 CHALONER tr. Lrasmz, Movie Enc. 
Aiv, This next hir that fareth as if she flired upon you .. is 
Adulacion, 162t Burton Azaz. Mel. 1. ii. 11. xi, How 
popular and curteous, how they grinne and fliere vpon 
euery man they meet. 1673 F. Kirxman Unlucky Citizen 
166, I found no alteration, she still fleir’d on me. ‘ 

4. To laugh mockingly or scornfully ; to smile or 
grin contemptuously; hence, to gibe, jeer, sneer, 


Const. at, + upon. 

c1440 Bone Flor.1769 Tho two false .. beganne to lagh 
and flerye. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Ti, 1033/1 When 
they mocke all lessons that are giuen them and flyre at 
them. 1621 Exsinc Debates Ho. Lords (Camden) 112 The 
affront of Sir J. Bfourchier] fleering into the L. Keeper's 
face. 1667 Perys Diary 8 Mar., All the people of the Hall 
did fleer and laugh upon him. 1732 Gay Achzddes m. liv. 
Must you be fleering? Truce with your jeering. 1825 Lams 
Vision of Horns Wks. (1875) 351 Instead of apology, he only 
grinned and fleered in my face. 1875 Tennyson QO. Mary u. 
il, I have heard One of your Council fleer and jeer at him, 


5. trans. To laugh mockingly at, ridicule, deride. 

1622 FLetcuer Span. Curate 1. vii, I blush to think how 
people fleer’d and scorn’d me. 1788 ‘A. Pasguin’ Childr, 
Thesis 1. (1792) 52 Their high born disdain if keen Satire 
should fleer’em. 1871 Dixon Tower IV. vii. 73 That mimic 
fleered and mocked his [the King’s] Chancellor. 

Hence Fleered f//. a. 

1632 Litucow Jvav. ut. 109 Nor ne’er ten miles was 
travell’d from his cradle Yet faine would sit the fleerd 
Pegasian sadle. 

Fleer, obs. var, FLARE v. 

1761 Mrs. F. Suertmpan Siduey Bidulph (1767) V. 197 
These little snug marriages, where Hymen comes as it 
were incog., without his tawdry saffron-coloured robe to 
fleer in people’s eyes. 

Fleerer (flieraz). [f. Funnr v.+-Er1.] One 
who fleers ; a mocker, +a ‘fawner’ (J.). 

a3628 Fretcuer Nice Valour vy. i, Democritus, thou 
ancient Fleerer, How I miss thy laugh. 1676 D’Urrry 
Mad. Fickle 1. i, This eternal fleerer will jear me to a 
Consumption. 1769 R. Cumbrertanp Brothers ut. viii, 
A woman of your years shou’d have more sense than to 
mind what such idle young fleerers can say of you, 

Fleering (flivrin), vi/. sb. [f. Furer v. + 
-InG1l.] The action of the vb. FLEER. 

1533 More Debel?. Salem Wks. 962/2 Haue they neuer so 
fayre a flering at the first face: yet..they bee..farre woorse 
than noughte. 1570 T. Norton in Udall’s Royster D. 
(1847) p. xli, Their fleering. .their whisperings, shewed their 
hartes. 1669 Penn No Cross xvii. §5 What Laughing, what 
Fleering, what Mocking of their homely Fashion would 
there be? 1827 Macautay Country Clergym. Trip vi, No 
fleering! no distance! no scorn! 1 5. Layarp C, 
Keene viii. 176 He found little or no pleasure in. . the fleering 
or flouting at a fellow-creature. 

Jig. 1840 Browninc Sordello 1. 277 He Partook the 
poppy’s red effrontery, Till Autumn spoiled their fleering 
quite with rain. ' 

Fleering (fli-rin), Af/.a. [fas prec. + -ING 2.] 
That fleers; + grinning, grimacing; ‘+ smiling ob- 
sequiously ; laughing coarsely or scornfully. 

2ax1400 Morte Arth. 1088 Flatt mowthede as a fluke, with 
fleryande lyppys. Jdid. 2779 Thow ffleryande wryche! 
c1480 Hottanp Hovw/at |xiv. 820 In come twa flyrand fulis 
with a fonde fair. a1529 SKELTON Poems agst. Garnesche 


FLEERISH. 


152 Fleriing, flatyryng, fals, and fykkelle. 1576 FLEMING 
Caius’ Eng. Dogges (1880) 37 This dogge exceedeth all other 
in. .his leering and fleering lookes. 1608 R. Cawprey 7adle 
Alph., Giglot, strumpet, a fliering wench. 1673 DrypEN 
Amboyna 1. Wks. 1883 V. 18, I do not like these fleering 
Dutchmen, they overact their kindness. a1712 W. Kine 
Hold Fast Below 19 Says then the fleering spark, with 
courteous grin .. ‘Nothing more easy’. 1833 MacauLay 
Walpole’s Lett. Ess. 1854 1. 272 His tone was light and fleer- 
ing. 1879 Howetts L, Aroostook (1883) II. 26 His fleering, 
drunken laugh. 1890 H. M. Stantey Darkest Africa Il. 
4o2 Jeering youths and fleering girls. 

Hence Flee‘ringly adv., in a fleering manner. 

c1613 Rowianns Paire of Spy-Knaves 3 A purblinde 
Momus fleeringly will looke, And spie no knaue but’s selfe 
in all the Booke, 1728 Morcan Adgzers I. vi. 189 The 
Jerbin. .had looked fleeringly all the ‘Time. 1887 STEVEN- 
son Merry Men iv, He saw and recognized us with a toss 
of one hand fleeringly above his head. 

Fleerish (flierif). Sc. Also flourice, fleurish. 
(Flint and) steel. 

1825 Jamirson Suppl., Flowrice. 1871 W. ALEXANDER 
Fohnny Gibé xi. 8x Parishioners .. who cared not to carry 
*fleerish and flint’ in their ‘Sunday claes’. 1880 SHIRLEY 
Crookit Meg xxii. in Fraser's Mag. May 651 A piece of 
tinder is ignited with the old-fashioned ‘flint and fleerish’. 
1892 Blackw, Mag. Oct. 486 In Buchan the steel was called 
the fleurish or fleerish, 

Fleet (fzt), sd.1 Forms; 1 fiéot, 3 fleote, 4-6 
flete, 6-7 fleete, 6- fleet. [OE. //éo¢ (? str. fem., 
as may be inferred from the early ME. form), re- 
corded once in sense ‘ship, vessel’ (or collect. = 
means of sea-travel, boats or ships in general), f. 

fléotan Funrr v. Cf, OE. flyte (? or fiyte) ‘ ponto- 
nium’ (#lfric Gloss.) from the same root.] 

1. A sea force, or naval armament ; in early use, 
a number of vessels carrying armed men, under a 
single command; in modern use, a number of ships 
armed and manned for war, each having its own 
commanding officer, under the orders of the admiral 
in chief, or of the flag-officer in command of a 
division. Zo go round or through the fleet; to be 
flogged on board each vessel in the fleet. 

a1000 Prayers (Gr.-Wiilck.) iv. roo Hwy ic zebycge bat 
on szwe, fleot on farode. c120s Lay. 2155 Humber king & 
al his fleote, & his muchele scip ferde. ¢1325 Coer de L. 
1653 All redy they fonde ther her flete, Chargyd with armur. 
1393 Gower Conf. I. 197 That vessel .. Which maister was 
of all the flete. c1440 Promp. Parv. 166/2 Flete of schyppys 
yn pe see, classis. 1527 R. THorNe His Booke in Hakluyt 
Voy.(1589) 255 He armed a fleete. 1628 Dicsy Voy. Medit. 
(1868) 1 The straightes fleete .. being gone 4 houres .. when 
wee sett sayle. 1718 Freethinker No. 60. ? 7 They would 
not permit the Carthaginians to fit out any Fleets. 1841 
Marrvat Poacher xxxix, They.. for the double offence, 
would go through the fleet. /dzd., One of the marines .. 
was to have gone round the fleet this morning. 1855 Mi- 
MAN Lat. Chr. (1864) II. 1v. ix. 427 A formidable armament 
..embarked on board a great fleet. 

b. The fleet: the navy. 

1712 Appison Sect. No, 500 P 3 Whether it be in the army 
or in the fleet, in trade, or in any of the three learned pro- 
fessions. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’'s Word-bk., Fleet, a general 
name given to the royal navy. ; 

c. In wider sense : A number of ships or boats 
sailing in company. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. 40 A Fleet of Pereagoes laden with 
Indian Corn,.going to Cartagena. 1719 Dre For Crusoe. 
338 The Brasil Ships come all in Fleets. 1777 Ropertson 
Hist. Amer. 1. 1. 45 He immediately equipped a fleet to 
carry a colony of Portuguese to these islands, 1840 DickENs 
Old C. Shop v, A fleet of barges were coming lazily on. 
1865 Cornh. Mag. Apr. 465 The whole ‘ fleet’ [of colliers] as 
it is sometimes called, must anchor. 1884 Stzbbs’ Mercantile 
Circular 27 Feb. 194/t The total catch of mackerel by the 
New England fleet was 226,685 barrels, 

2. transf. A number of persons, birds, or other 
objects moving or employed in company, Now 
rare, exc. dial. 

The dial. use (quot. 1884), which has passed into sporting 
lang., may be a northern pronunce. of Fiicur. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 1196 (Dublin) To founde forth with 
a flete [Ashmole flote] of fyfe hundreth knyghtez. 1649 Br. 
Gururiz Jem, (1702) 67 As soon as Episcopacy had been 
thrust out of this Church, there came..from Ireland a fleet 
of Scottish People. 1675 Crowne Country Wit 1. Dram, 
Wks, 1874 III. 53, I will convey you safe home with my 
fleet of lanthorns. 1810 Sforting Mag. XX XV. 311 A fleet 
of wild ducks had alighted. 1878 Czmubld. Gloss. s.v., 
‘Thou’s cap’t t’heall fleet o’ them.’ 1884 Chesh. Gloss., 
Fleet, an assemblage of birds when they come to their feed- 
ing ground or roosting quarters. 

3. Fisheries. (See quots.) 

1879 Encyci. Brit, 1X. 251 They [nets in drift-fishing] are 
fastened together end to end, and thus form what is called 
a train, fleet, or drift of nets, 1887 Kent. Gloss. s.v., Every 
Folkestone herring-boat carries a fleet of nets, and sixty 
nets make a fleet. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Fleet, a row 
of floating herring nets at sea attached to each other and to 
the fishing boat. 

4. attrib., as fleet regatta, surgeon. 

1891 Pall Mall G. 18 Noy. 5/2 The annual fleet regatta. 
1892 bid. 30 Aug. 6/1 Dr. Irving was subsequently fleet 
surgeon to Lord Wolseley in the Ashantee campaign. 

Fleet (fzt), 50.2 Now only /ocal, Forms: 1 
fiéot(e, 5-9 flete, 6-7 fleet(t)e, 6 flett, 9 flet, 
6-fleet. [OE. féo¢ str. mase, (also /iéote wk. fem, 
or fléota wk. masc.), corresp. to OFr. flét, MDu, 
vitet masc., neut. (mod.Du. viet masc.), MLG, 
vlét, MHG. viies (early mod.Ger. /izesz) masc., 
ON. fjétneut.; f. OTeut. *feut-an: see FLEET v.1] 
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1, A place where water flows; an arm of the 
sea ; a creek, inlet, run of water. 

c893 K. ALLFRED O7os. 1. i. § 27 Ispania land is .. eall mid 
fleote.. ymbhzefd. c1440 Prom. Parv. 166/2 Flete, there 
water cometh and goth, eta. 1530 Patscr. 221/1 Flete 
where water cometh, dreche. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxiii. 
191 To the Sea.. With Mosses, Fleets, and Fells, she showes 
most wild and rough. 1677 YARRANTON Eng. [iprov. 108 
Cloth .. Fulled with our Mills by the open fleet. 1703 S. 
Date in Phil. Trans. XXV. 1575/2 Certain remains of the 
old Channel, which the neighbouring Inhabitants still call 
Fleets, 1736 J. Lewis ist. [sle of Tenet (ed. 2) 78 A certain 
Flete .. through which little Boats used to come to the 
aforesaid Town. 1827 Sporting Mag. XXI. 115 Nests 
formed amongst the reeds, by the side of the Fleets, 1891 
A. J. Foster Ouse 214 Several narrow creeks running into 
the heart of the town [King’s Lynn] .. are called ‘ fleets’. 

b. (from the use of creeks in drainage; see 
supra 1891): A drain, a sewer. Ods. exc. dial. 

1583 Sewers Inguisition 8 (E.D.S.) A new and sufficient 
head like unto Stockwith new fleet shall [be] made and lade 
there. 1773 Burstwick Inclos. Act 22 ‘The fleet or sewer. 
1877 NV. W. Linc. Gloss., Fleet, a kind of drain. 

ec. Comb.; fleet-dyke, -hole (see quots.). 

1839 STONEHOUSE A xholnze 263 The west channel would 
then naturally warp up, and leave what is usually termed in 
such cases a fleet hole. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fleet- 
dyke, an embankment for preventing inundation. 1877 
N. W. Linc. Gloss., Fleet-hole, a hole or hollow left by a 
drain having been diverted, or a bank having broken, and 
washed away the soil. 

2. The Fleet: a run of water, flowing into the 
Thames between Ludgate Hill and Fleet Street, 
now a covered sewer; called also Fleet ditch; 
hence, the prison which stood near it. 

1530 Patscr. 201/1 Flete a prisone for gentylmen, cov- 
sergerie. 1563-83 Foxe A. § AZ. 1191/2 Grafton was sent 
to the Fleet. 1613 Ze¢fer in Burn /leet Registers (1833) 5 
An ancyentt acquayntance of y's and myne is yesterday 
maryed in the Fleette, 1712 ArnutHNoT Fohn Bull i. iv, 
Before the next [term] we shall have him inthe Fleet. 1761 
A. Murpny (¢7¢Ze), Ode to the Naiads of Fleet-ditch. 1837 
Dickens Pickw, xl, Mr. Pickwick alighted at the gate of 


the Fleet. 
b. attrib.: eet books, the records of the 
Fleet 


marriages celebrated in the Fleet Prison. 
chapel, the place where the marriage ceremonies 
were performed. leet marriage, one performed 
clandestinely by a Fleet parson in the Fleet ; also 
Fileet-Street marriage. Fleet parson, one of a 
number of disreputable clergymen who were to be 
found in and about the Fleet ready to perform 
clandestine marriages. leet register= Fleet book. 

1719 Original Weekly Frnl. 26 Sept. in Burn leet 
Registers (1833) 7 Mrs. Ann Leigh. .having been decoyed.. 
and married at the Fleet Chapel. 1732 Grub Street Frul. 
20 July (ibid.), A Fleet parson was convicted .. of forty- 
three oaths. 1736 /did. 6 This advice cannot be taken by 
those that are concerned in y® Fleet marriages. ¢1747 [did. 
(¢ztle), A Fleet Wedding. 1833 Burn Pleet Registers 5 The 
Fleet Registers .. commence about the period of the Order 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 1861 Covuh. Mag. 
June 688 A worthy woman whose daughter had been en- 
trapped into a Fleet-Street marriage. 

Fleet, 5.8 

1829 Trial of ¥. Martin 34, I saw the rope hanging from 
the window west of the Five Sisters window in the North 
transept. It was fastened to the fleet ., the machine for 
cleaning the Minster. bh) , 

Fleet (flit), 53.4 Fishing. [?f. Furrr v.1 in 
sense ‘to float’.] (See quots.) Cf, Frenr 56.1 3. 
Also, fleet-line. 

1880 Antrim & Down Gloss., Fleet-line (float-line), a line 
used in a particular kind of sea-fishing; the hook floats 
mid-way between the surface and bottom, 1891 Cezt. Dict., 
Fleet, in fishing, a single line of 100 hooks: so called when 
the bultow was introduced in Newfoundland (1846), 

Fleet (flzt),@a.! Also 6 flete. Cf. Fuira. [Not 
found before 16th c., but prob. much older; cogn. 
with or a, ON. jizétr swift; f. root of Finer v.!] 

1, Characterized by power of swift onward move- 
ment; swift, nimble. Said primarily of living 
beings, their limbs and movements ; hence of things 
viewed as self-moving, thoughts, etc. Not in col- 


loquial use. 

@1529 SKELTON Replyc. 50 Your tonges were to flete. 1579 
Lyty Zuphues (Arb.) 35 The fleetest fish swalloweth the 
delicatest bait. 1588 Suaxs. Z. LZ, LZ. v. ii, 261 Their con- 
ceites haue winges, Fleeter then arrowes, bullets, wind, 
thought, swifter thinges. 1596 — Yam. Shr. Induct. 
i. 26 If Eccho were as fleete, I would esteeme him worth a 
dozen such. 167% Mitton P, &. 1. 313 Thir horses. . fleet 
and strong. 1752 Cuesrerr, Ze/¢, III. cclxxix. 281 In the 
situation of a man who should be very fleet of one leg, but 
very lame of the other. 1781 Cowper A. Selkirk 41 How 
fleet is a glance of the mind! 1810 Scorr Lady of L, 1. v, 
Fleet limbs that mocked at time. 1841 Lane Arad. Ws. I. 
126 The antelope is supposed to be the fleetest quadruped 
on earth. 1869 Freeman Nore. Cong. (1876) ILL. xiv. 377 
A messenger .. who had sped with a pace fleeter even than 
that of his own march. . 

2. Evanescent, shifting, passing away; not durable 


or lasting. oe. 

1812 H. & J. Smitu Re7. Addr., Cui Bono v, This goodly 
pile .. Perchance than Holland’s edifice more fleet. 1877 
Bryant Poems, The Poet iv, Seize the great thought..And 
bind, in words, the fleet emotion fast, 

3. quasi-adv. Quickly, swiftly. poet. 

1587 M. Grove Pelofs § Hipp. (1878) 82 When a man 
doth meete With such as stand more than his match, his 
winning goes to fleete. 1790 A. Witson 7hunderstorm 











FLEET. 


Poet. Wks. (1846) 33 Fleet fled the shades of night. 1878 
Stevenson Jv. Voy. 103 A thicket of willows .. under 
which the river ran flush and fleet. 

4. Comb.: fleet-foot a., poet. = next; fleet- 
footed a., fleet of foot, swift in movement; also 
jig.; * fleet-hound, ?a greyhound ; fleet-winged 
a., having fleet wings, swift of flight. ‘ 

1592 SHAks. Ven. § Ad. 561 As the *fleet-foot Roe that’s 
tyr’d with chasing. 1865 SwinpurNE AZalanta 6 Fleeter 
of foot than the fleet-foot kid. #1743 Savace To Bessy, 
Ctess Rochford Wks. 1775 11. 165 Tho’ fate, *fleet-footed, 
scents thy languid son. 1791 CowrEer Odyss. 11. 13 His 
hounds Fleet-footed follow’d him. 1832 Loner. Cof/as de 
Manrique \ii, ¥leet-footed is the approach of woe. 1675 
Lond. Gaz. No, 1037/4 An old white “fleet-hound Bitch. 
1680 Ji. No. 1550/4 A Brown spotted Foxhound Bitch 
..a sharp long Red Head, like a Fleet Hound. 1593 
Suaxs. Lucr. 1216 *Fleet-wing’d duetie with thoghts 
feathers flies. 1887 Bowrn Vive. ‘neid wv. 180 Fleet- 
winged, speedy of foot, a colossal monster and dread. 

Fleet (fiz), 2.2 Chiefly da/7. Also 7 flat, 7~9 
flet, (8 flit). [f ME. /e¢, pa. pple. of FLurr v.2 
Cf, FLEETEN, FLaTTen, Fiorren.] Of milk: 
Skimmed. Also fleet cheese, cheese made of skimmed 
milk. 

1607 TorseLt Pour-f, Beasts (1658) 517 In Elsatia .. they 
fat them [Hogs] with. .Barly-meal wet with flat milk. 1688 
R. Hotme Armoury 111, 335/1 Dairy People .. make .. Flet 
and unflet Milk Cheese. 1741 Compl. am. Piece 1. 408 
Whey, flit Milk, Wash, Grains. 1807 VANCOUVER Av7ic. 
Devon (1813) 230 The milk. .stands forty-eight hours before 
the flet-milk is run off. 1823 Moor Sz. IVords, s.v. Fiet, 
Cheese made of this milk [flet-milk] is called Flet-cheese. 
1882 Lanxc. Gloss., Flet-milk. 

Fleet (fl7t), a3 Now chiefly dal. and Agric. 
[Perh. repr. OE. */#éat, corresponding to Du. v/oot 
shallow (:—*/lauto-), f. root of FLEET 7.1] 

1. Having little depth; shallow. 

1621 QuarLes Avgalus § P. (1678) 9 Hazard no more To 
wrack your fortunes on so fleet a shore. 1647 TRappe Conzz2. 
Matt. xv. 8 The deeper .. the belly of the lute .. is, the 
pleasanter is the sound; the fleeter, the more grating .. in 
our ears, 1767 A. Younc /armer’s Lett. to People 120 
Plough a very fleet furrow. 1802 W. Taytor in Robberds 
Mem. 1, 407 The milk-trays..should be fleet. 1842 Loner. 
SP. Stud. ut. vi, To pass through the dewy grass, And 
waters wide and fleet. 1882 Blackw. Mag. Jan. 104 Where 
the water is fleet and weedy. 

b. (That is) at no great depth; near the surface; 
esp. quasi-adv. in to plough or sow fleet. 

1633 Rocrers 7yeat. Sacraments 1. 160 ‘The root is so.. 
fleet, that it will scarce furnish the tree with leaves. 1674 
N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv. 185 Sometimes we find Gold .. as 
fleet as the roots of shrubs in Peru. 1707 Mortimer /H/2s0. 
li. 80 Those Lands must be ploughed fleet. 1803 Sir J. 
Sinciair in Annals Agric. XL. 322 ‘ Fallow deep, but sow 
fleet.’ 1845 Feud. R. Agric. Soc. V. u. 326 The land is 
ploughed ‘fleet’, or about 3% inches deep. 1876 Surrey 
Gloss. s.v., To plough fleet is to skim-plough land. 

+2. Having little depth of soil; ‘light, super- 
ficially fruitful’ (J.). Ods.—* 

1707 Mortimer H7~s0. ii. 80 Marle Cope-ground, which is 
commonly a cold, stiff, wet Clay.. unless .. where it is very 
fleet for Pasture. ; 

Hence Flee‘tly adv., with little depth ; shallowly. 

1844 Frnl. R, Agric. Soc. V. 1. 19 Sown upon the surface 
or drilled fleetly. 

Fleet (flzt),v.1 Forms: Zvi. 1 fléotan, (37d 
pers. pr. t. yt), 3-4 fleoten, (3 sowth. vleoten, 
wleoten), 3 fleote, 3-6 flet(e(n, 4-7 fleete, Sc. 
fleit, 4- fleet. a. ¢. 1 fléat, 3 Orm. fleet, 4 
fleet, flote, 3-6 flet, #7. 1 luton, 3 fluten, floten ; 
weak forms 4 fletide, 4-6 flette, 6 Sc. fletit, 
fletted, 7 fle(e)ted. a. pple. 1, 4 floten (see 
Frorren). [A Com. Teut. originally str. vb.: 
OE. fidotan ( fléat, fluton, floten) to float, corresp. 
to OFris. fizata, OS. flvotan (MDu., Du. vizeren) 
to flow, OHG, /izozsan to float, flow (MHG. 
vizezen, mod.Ger. fizeszen to flow), ON. fizdta (Sw. 
Jiyta, Da. flyde) to float, flow (not recorded in 
Goth.) :—OTeut. *feutan (flaut, flutum, flotono-), 
f. pre-Teut. root *pleaud-, ploud-, plud- (cf, Lettish 
pludét to float, pludi flood, Lith. phisté to float 
away, plidis float of a fishing-net), an extended 
form of the OAryan root *fleu-, plu- (cf. Gr. mA€ev 
to sail, Skr. plz, prt to swim, float, flow, L. plucre 
to rain.] 

I. To float. 

1, intr. To rest upon the surface of a liquid; to 
be buoyed up; opposed to s7z&, Ods. exc. dial. 

c1ooo AtFRic How, (Th.) II. 564 Ageot ele uppon weter 
odde on odrum weetan, se ele flyt bufon. ¢ 1205 Lay. 21327 
Heore scalen wleoted, swulc gold-faze sceldes. 13.. 2. 4. 
Allit, P. B. 1025 Lay per-on [the Dead Sea] a lump of led 
& hit on loft fletez. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P, R. xu. 
xxi. (1495) 451 An egge fletyth in salte water and synkyth 
downe in fresshe water. 1460-70 Bk. Quintessence g A liquor 
of oyle fletynge aboue in maner ofa skyn. ¢1470 HARDING 
Chron. ccxvt. iv, The bodies flete amonge our shippes. 
1578 Lyre Dodoens 1. cci. 142 A water herbe which fleeteth 
upon the water. 164: Frencu Disfid/. vy. (1651) 127 The 
Oil doth naturally fleet above. 1836 W. D. Cooper Sussex 
Gloss., The tide comes in and the vessels fleet. 

+b. hyperbolically. To ‘swim’ in blood, tears; 
to be ‘bathed’ in (happiness, etc.). Ods. 

1297 R. Gtouc. (1724) 261 Heueden, (bat were of ysmyte,) 
Flete in blode. a1500 Chaucer's Dreme 1962 Fleting 
they were in swich wele As folk that wolde in no wise 


FLEET, 


Desire more perfit paradise. 1508 Dunbar Gold Targe 70 
Tullius, quhois lippis suete Off rethorike did in to termes 
flete, a@1605 Montcomerire AZisc. P. xxxv. 8 That..My 
pen in rhetoric may fleit. ¢16rr Cuarman Jdiad x1x. 204 
My friend being dead... Lies in the entry of my tent, and in 
the tears doth fleet Of his associates, 
+e. Of a vessel: To be or get afloat ; to sail. 

Beowulf (Th.) 3822 Segenga for, Fleat famizheals forp 

ofer yde. cx20g Lay. 32033 Alle ba scipen ba bi pare sz 


fluten. @1547 SurREY Aeneid iv. 525 Now fleetes the 
talowed kele. 1633 T. James Voy. 82 Our Ship did not 
fleet. 


+2. zztr. To drift or be carried by the current 


or tide on the surface of the water. Ods. 

¢897 ALFRED Gregory's Past. lviii. 445 Det scip..sceal 
fleotan mid dy streame. c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 3187 Moyses it 
{an gold gad] folwede Sider it flet. ax305 Life Pilate 251 
in £. £. P. (1862) 118 Pat bodie flet vp and doun. 13.. 
EF. E. Allit. P. B. 421 Pe arc..flote forthe with pe flyt 
of be felle wyndez. 1375 Barsour Bruce ut. 630 The 
thingis that thar fletand war Thaituk. 1g50r Douctas Pad. 
fon, wt 89 Part drownit, part to the Roche fleit or swam, 
1590 Mariowe 2nd. Pt, Tamburl.1. i. Sailors..Shall meet 
those Christians, fleeting with the tide. 

+ 3. cransf. Of mists, clouds, spirits, an odour: 
To float (in air, etc.); to drift. Ods. 

13.. E.E. Allit. P. A. 46 A fayre reflayr 3et fro hit flot. 
1528 Lynpesay D7eme 223 Quhow that thay [spirits] lay, 
in to tha flammis fletyng. a@ 1623 W. PemB_r Zachary (1629) 
164 Thin Clouds, fleeting under the thicker and heavier. 
1744 ¥. Claridge’s Sheph. Banbury’'s Rules 9 Exhalations 
which while they fleet near the earth are stiled mists. 

+4. To swim: said of fish, occas. of other 


animals and men. Ods. 

Beowulf (Th.) 1089 No he fram me flodydum feor fleotan 
meahte, ¢ 1208 Lay. 22010 What letted pene fisc to uleoten 
to pan odere. 13.. £. L&. Allit. P. B. 387 Pe wylde of pe 
wode on pe water flette. 1377 Lanci. P. Pd. B, xx. 44 Pe 
fisshe hath fyn to flete with. c1z470 Henry Wadlace vu. 
847 The Irland folk..On craggis clam, and sum in wattir 
flett. @1847 SurREY Aenezd 1. 257 By the calme seas 
come fletyng adders twaine. a1600 Complaint vi. in 
Ramsay's Evergreen \. 110 Leander on a stormy Nicht 
Diet fleitand on the Billous gray. 

+5. Ofa person: To be afloat (in a vessel) ; to jour- 
ney or travel by water; tosail. Also with zz. Ods. 

c 1205 Lay. 28960 Ford flet mid vée, folc vnimete. c¢ 1320 
Sir Tristr. 365 Pe mariners flet on flode. c¢1386 CHAUCER 
Man of Law's 7. 365 Yeres and dayes flette this creature 
Thurghout the see of Grece. c1460 Yownxeley Myst. 
(Surtees) 31 Apon this flood have we flett many day. 1563 
B. Gooce Zg/ogs viii. (Arb.) 66 Through the Chanell deepe 
..he fleets a pace. 1688 S. SewaLt, Diary 14 Aug. (1882) 
I. 223 They..lay aground a pretty while before they could 
fleet in. 1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 319 They 
might fleet down this river. } 

+6. To move unsteadily, as a floating object ; to 
shift or sway (¢o and fro, etc.); to fluctuate, waver. 
Both of material and immaterial things. Ods. 

In 16-17th c. sometimes adopted to render the like- 
sounding L. fiitare. 

1374 CuAucer Boeth, 1. pr. vi. 28 Wenest pou bat pise 
mutaciouns of fortune fleten wip outen gouernour. 15.. 
Ragman Roll 20 in Hazl. £. P. P. I. 70 She changyth 
euer, and fletyth to and fro. 1571 GotpinG Calvin on Ps. 
xxv. 15 Those that by fleeting to and fro forge sundry 
wayes to save themselves. 1597 Lyty Zxphwes(Arb.) 58 Can 
Euphues conuince me of fleeting, seeing for his sake I 
break my fidelitie. 158z Savite Zacitus’ Hist. 11. xxvii. 
(1591) 130 Those..who rowled down huge stones. .forced 
the frame to stagger and fleete. 1638 Sir T. Hersert 
Trav. (ed, 2) 6 Shadowlesse when Sol is Zenith, from which 
point when it fleets either North or South [etc.]. 

II. To flow (and derived senses). 

+7. Of liquid, esd. water, a river: To flow. Obs, 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 18093 Se waterrstreem A33 fletebb forb & 
ernebp Towarrd te sa. cx1400 Destr. Troy 1609 The 
water went vnder houses .. And clensit by course all pe 
clene Cite Of filth and of feum, throughe fletyng by nethe. 
c1425 Festivals of the Church 177 in Leg. Rood (1871) 
26r ‘Till fele teres gan flete. 1886 J. Hooker Girald, 
Trel. in Holinshed 11, 2/1 The riuer of the Surie. .fleeteth 
by the citie of Waterford. 1595 SrENSER Col. Clout 596 
Her words were like a streame of honny fleeting. 1610 
W. Forkincuam Art of Survey 1. v. 10 Waters, which flit 
and fleete to and fro with wind-catches. ¢ 1630 in Risdon 
Surv. Devon § 225 (1810) 238 Still gliding forth, altho’ it 
fleet full slow. : 

+b. transf. Of a multitude of persons: To 


‘stream’. Ods. 

1596 Darrympce tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. x. 403 Cumis 
flowing and fleeting vnto thame troupis of the commoun 
peple.° 1638 in Maidment Sc. Pasguils (1868) 29 Huge 
troups from quarters came fleeting. 

+8. To overflow, abound. Const. w7th. (Cf. 
‘flowing with milk and honey’). Ods. [So ON. 


Jitéta : see Fritzner s.v.] 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, 1. metr. ii. 8 Who make} pat plenteu- 
ouse autumpne in fulle 3eres fletib wip heuy grapes. did. 
Iv. pr. vii. 146 Ne hast [pou] nat comien to fleten wib 
delices. 1526 Sketton JZagnyf. 1093 With fantasyes my 
wyt dothe flete. 

+b. ¢rans. To overrun, flood, fill abundantly. 
Obs. rare}. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 685 So folk schal falle fro, to 
flete alle pe worlde. 

9. intr. +a. To dissolve or waste away; to 
become disintegrated, fall to pieces. Obs. 

1382 Wycuir x AZacc. ix. 7 Judas saw3 for his oost flette 
[1388 fleet (L. defusxit)jawey. c1420Padllad. on Hush. xi. 
21x Yit pulle hem [plommes] rather then thai flete atwynne. 

1583 Stuspes Amat. Abdus. 11. (1882) 36 Leather scarcely 
halfe tanned. .within two or three daies wearing (especially 
if it come in any weat) wil..fleete and run abroad like 
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a dish clout, 1598 W. Puitiirs Linschoten (1864) 192 
The bankes of sand doe fleet and vade away out of the 
River. @1661 Futter Worthies (1840) Il. 312 Leather, thus 
leisurely tanned .. will prove serviceable, which otherwise 
will quickly fleet and rag out. 

b. Of immaterial things: To fade or vanish, 
die out. Also with away. Obs. or arch. (blending 
with sense 10). 

1576 Newton Lemmnie’s Complex. (1633) 192 No stampe, 
forme, or print, but such as presently fleeteth, and imme- 
diately vanisheth. 1596 Suaxs. JZerch. V. 1. ii. 108 How 
all the other passions fleet to ayre. 1616 B, Jonson 
Poetastery Apol., What they write ’gainst me Shall like 
a figure, drawn in water, fleet. 1787 Map. D’ArBLay Diary 
26 Feb., Mr. Turbulent’s compassion. .fleeted away from 
the diversion of this recital. 1846 Keste Lyra /nnoc. (1873) 
59 The deeds we do, the words we say, Into still air they seem 
to fleet. 

10. To glide away like a stream; to slip away, 
change position imperceptibly or stealthily; hence 
in wider sense, to flit, migrate, remove, vanish. Also 
with away. Now only arch. of immaterial things, 
and with mixture of sense IT. 

c 1200 Trin. Coll, Hout. 177 Alle woreld bing ben fleted 
alse water erninde. c1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Kut. 714 Mony 
klyf he ouer-clambe in contrayez straunge, Fer floten fro 
his frendez fremedly he rydez. 1388 Wyciir Lod. xxxix. 
19 Lest tho [ryngis] weren loose and fletiden doun. 1563 
GoLpDING Cesar Iv. (1565) 95 b, The Sycambres had. . fleeted 
out of theyr country. 1598 GreNEWwEY Jacitus’ Amn. VI. iil. 
(1622) 126 But Rubrius Fabatus.. fleeting to the Parthians, 
and brought backe..by a Centurion, had keepers appointed 
him. 1667 Mitron P. Z. ut. 457 All th’ unaccomplisht 
works of Natures hand, .. Dissolvd on earth, fleet hither. 
@1730 Fenton Poems 14 The wand’ring ghosts.. Fleet sullen 
to the shades. a@1839 PraEp Poems (1864) II. 48 The cares 
of boyhood fleet away. 1873 Symonps Gk. Poets iii. 75 ‘The 
wealth that the gods give lasts, and fleets not away. 

b. Of the soul: To pass away from the body; 


hence said of a dying man, 

1590 Martowe Liw. //, 1v. vi, Our souls are fleeting 
hence. 1622 FLetcuer Spanx. Cur. 1v. v, Bar. I am sorry 
..To find ye in so week a state. D7e. I am fleeting, Sir. 
1713 STEELE Guardian No. 18 P 5 You teach that souls .. 
fleeting hence to other regions stray. 


e. Of time: To pass rapidly and impercep- 
tibly; to slip away. With mixture of the sense of 


FLEET a. 

axs4r Wyatt Poet. Wks. (1861) 11 My pleasant days they 
fleet and pass. 1621 Motir Camerar, Liv. Libr. 11. i. 149 
Six hundred yeares being fleeted away since. 1718 Prior 
Poems 297 The busie Moments..That fleet between the 
Cradle and the Grave. 1818 CoLEeripGe Method in 
Encycl. Metrop. (1849) 5 He organizes the hours. .the very 
essence of which is to fleet, and tohave been. 1875 Farrar 
Silence §& V.xi. 195 Time may fleet, and youth may fade. 

d. ¢rans. To pass, while away (time); also, Zo 
Jleet it. rare. 

1600 Suaxs. A. Y. LZ. 1. i. 124 Many yong Gentlemen.. 
fleet the time carelesly. 1858 Lrwes Sea-side Stud. 396 
Fleeting the quiet hour in observation of his pets. 1891 
Sat. Rev. 8 Aug, 151/1 They read the Coinage Bill a third 
time, and so fleeted it goldenly. .till one o’clock a.m, 

ll. zxtr. To move swiftly; to flit, fly. Also 
with away. Cf. FLEET a. 

c 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knut. 1566 So felle flonez ber flete, when 
pe folk gedered. 1703 RowE Fair Penit. v.i. 1885 Whether 
thro’ the upper Air we fleet. 1801 Leszenan IV. 218 He 
fleeted across the plain. 1818 Hocc in Blackw. Mag. 1V. 76 
Yon little cloud..That.. fleets away Beyond the very springs 
of day. 1836 T. Hook G. Gurney III. 325 The thought 
had scarcely fleeted through my brain. 1856 STANLEY Sizaz 
& Pal. i. (1858) 67 Sheets of sand fleeting along the surface of 
the Desert. 

III. 12. Naut. trans. To change the position 
of, shift (a block, rope, etc.). Also adsol. [Sub- 
stituted for the earlier FLir, owing prob. to asso- 
ciation with sense Io above. | 

1769 Fatconer Dict, Marine (1789) Yb, To /@eet or 
replace it, in a proper state of action.. The man who per- 
forms this office..calls out, eet jigger! 1859 F. A. Grir- 
FitHsS Artil. Man. (1862) 107 To fleet blocks is to bring 
them as close together as possible. 1867 SmytH Saz/or’s 
Word-bk., Fleeting, the act of changing the situation of a 
tackle when the blocks are drawn together ; also, changing 
the position of the dead-eyes, when the shrouds are become 
too long .. leet ho! the order given at such times. /did., 
Fleet the messenger, when about to weigh, to shift the 
eyes of the messenger past the capstan for the heavy heave. 
1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 61 Fleet the purchase down 
to the water’s edge. 

Hence Flee‘ted pf/. a. 

1810 SHELLEY Zastyoszi vii. Pr. Wks. 1888 I. 47 Matilda 
. succeeded in recalling to life Verezzi’s fleeted faculties. 

Fleet (flit),v.2 Ods. exc. dial, Forms: 5 fletyn, 
6-7 flet(e, 6, 9 dial. flit, 6- fleet; Za. pple. 
5 flet. [The precise formation is somewhat un- 
certain; prob, f. OE. #é cream, f. root of /léotan 
Fuieret v.l; cf. Sw. dial. flota, MDa. flode (mod. 
af-fléde) of equivalent etymology. But as the Du, 
vlieten (= FLEE? v.!) occurs in this sense, the Eng. 
vb. may possibly be a use of FLnEer v.!] 

1. trans. To take off that which floats upon the 
surface of a liquid; es. to skim (milk, the cream 
from milk). Also with compl. 

c1440 Promp. Paru. 166/2 Flet,as mylke or ober lyke, 
despumatus. Ibid. 167/1 ¥letyn, or skomyn ale, or pottys, 
or ober lycoure that hovythe, despumo. 1530 Patscr. 551/2 
Let us go flete this mylke agaynst she come to make her 
butter. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach's Hush. (1586) 146 b, 








FLEETING. 


The creame that swims aloft, is fletted off. 1601 Hotranp 
Pliny 11, 388 The fat which is fleeted or skimmed from the 
broth wherin dormice and rats be sodden. 1615 MARKHAM 
Eng. Housew, i. ii. (1668) 78 Boyl it..ever and anon fleeting 
it clean. 1725 Braptey Mam. Dict. s.v. Milk, You ought 
to fleet it [milk] by the Heat of warm Water. a@1796 VAN- 
couver in A. Young £ss. Agric. (1813) II. 285 The milk of 
which cows. .after standing 24 hours, is fleeted. 1836 W. D. 
Coorer Sussex Gloss., Fleet or Flit, to skim milk. 


b. ¢ransf. and jig. 

1580 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 336 It is he..that will fleete all 
the fat from thy beard. 1583 Gotpinc Calvin on Deut. 
excvi, 1221 Wee shall not occupie the trade of marchandice 
by sea, we shall not flit off the fatte thereof. 1632 QuaRLEs 
Div. Mancies 1. xxviii. (1660) 60 We Fleet the Mornings 
for our own design. @166r FuLLeR Worthies (1840) III. 
4 Let us fleet the cream of a few of the primest libraries in 
all ages. 

2. ‘ To Fleate. To skim fresh water off the sea, 
as practised at the mouths of the Rhone, the Nile, 
&c.’ (Smyth Sazlor’s Word- bk. 1867). 


Hence Flee‘ted A//. a. 
15880 Hottysanp 7veas. Fr. Tong, Laict esburré, fleeted 


milke. 1583 — Campo di Fior 161 Upon fishe-dayes, 
fleeted milke. x61 Cotcr., “scremé, vncreamed, fleeted, 
as milk. 


Fleet (flzt), v.38 [?f. Furrr sd,1 sense 3.] zntr. 
?To fish with a ‘ fleet’. 

1630 in Descr. Thames (1758) 78 No Peter-man. shall 
fleet for Flounders with any Rug-Net in the Night-time. 

Fleet, dial. f. of Frient; Sc. var. of FLuTE. 

Fleet(e, var. or dial. form of FLET sd, and v. 

Fleetch, obs. form of Fiitce sé. 

Flee'ten, a. Ols. [Altered form of FLorren, 
assimilated to FLEET v.?] 

1. (See FLorren.) : 

2. Of the colour of skimmed milk. In quot. con- 
temptuously of the face. 

¢1618 FLETCHER Q. Corinth ut. i, You know where you 
are you fleeten face. ‘ 

3. quasi-sb. The adj. used absol. Skimmed milk. 

1864 in WEBSTER. 

+ Flee'ter.! Ods. rare—' [f. Fuert v.1 + -Er1,] 
a. ?A shifty person (cf. FLEET v.16). b. A fugi- 
tive, deserter. 

1g8x Mutcaster Positions iii. (1887) x2 His countrey.. 
pronounceth him to be but a fleeter, who so euer shall offer 
to force her that waye. 1598 FLorio, Pro/zgo, a fugitiue, 
a wandrer, a fleeter. 1609 J. Davies (Heref.) /oly Roode 
(Grosart) 9/x Peter, Art thou for Christ his Church a fit 
foundation, That in Faith, from Faith, sans Faith, art 
a Fleeter? 

Fleeter (fl7to1) 2. [f. Firznr sd.1+-zr1.] One 
who is engaged in ‘fleeting’ (see FLEETING vO. 
50.3), Also, a boat intended for ‘ fleeting ’. 

1888 Scot. Leader 11 July 7 ‘The ‘ fleeters’ do not always 
get free with smashes and cuts; one fleet alone loses 35 
men on the average per year. 1893 /zd. 15 Aug. 7 These 
vessels. .differ from the ordinary trawlers in respect that 
while the latter return to port at least once a week, the 
fleeters remain at sea as long as their coals hold out. 

Fleeting (flrtin), oJ/. 50.1 [f. Freer v.1 + 
-InG!.] The action of the vb. in various senses. 

1375 Barsour Bruce u. 588 To furthyr thaim off thar 
fleting. 158x Mutcaster Positions xx. 84 It [walking] is 
good..for the iaundise, costifnesse, fleeting of the meat in 
the stomacke. 1587 GoLpinc De Mornay xv. 229 The 
fleeting of soules out of one body into another. 1616 Rich 
Cabinet 95b, The proudest confidence maketh our chiefest 
footing a changeable fleeting, 1871 Tytor Prim, Cult. 1. 
127 One of the best known of English witch ordeals is the 
trial by ‘ fleeting ’ or swimming. 

Fleeting (fi7tin), vd/. sb.2 Obs. exc. dial. [f. 
FLEET v,2 + -1NG 1] 

1. The action of skimming a liquid, esp. milk. 

c1440 Promp, Parv. 167/1 Fletynge of lycowre, spusacio, 
despumacio. 1474 in Housch, Ord. (1790) 32 The maister 
cooke hath the fleetinge of the leade. 1615 MarkHam 
Eng. Housew, ii. vi. (1668) 145 The fleeting or gathering of 
your Cream from the Milk. 

b. concer. in ~/. Skimmings, curds (see quots.). 

1611 Corcr., Sarrason, fleetings, or hastie curds scumd 
from the whey of a new-milke cheese, then thickened [etc.]. 
1845 H. Wurte in ¥rud. R. Agric. Soc. VI. 1. 121 The last 
skimmings are termed fleetings, and are generally reserved 
for the use of the servants. 1873 E. Smitu /oods 329 When 
butter-milk is added to boiling whey. .a soft curd is thrown 
down. ‘This mixture is called fleetings in Wales. 

2. attrib.and Comb.,as fleeting-dish,a dish used 
for skimming cream from milk; fleeting-milk, 
skim-milk ; in quot. fig. 

1736 Baitey Househ. Dict. 181 Taking off the cream with 
a*fleeting dish. 1847 Yrnd. R. Agric, Soc. VIL. 1. 75 This 
is..skimmed with a common fleeting-dish. ax Hacker 
Abp. Williams 1. (1692) 19 It was the *flitting milk of a poor 
Vicarage, the parsonage tithes being scumm’d from it. 

Fleeting (fi7tin), vé/. 5b.8 [f. Frurer sd) + 
-InG1,] A particular kind of trawling (see quot.) 

1884 Daily News 18 Sept. 5/2 The new ‘fleeting’ system, 
by which fishing boats are now kept at sea for a consider- 
able time while fast steamers ply between them and the 
shore, carrying the fish as they are caught. 

+ Fleeting, v4/. sb.4 Obs, [f Furrr 50.2] 
Confinement in the Fleet Prison, 

1589 Sir T. Smitu Comm. Engl. un. iv. 121 After they 
had..bin well disciplined as well by wordes, as by fleeting a 
while. 1592 G. Harvey Your Lett. iii. Wks. ferpart) I, 183 
And that was all the Fleeting, that euer I felt. 


FLEETING. 


Fleeting (fl7tin), 4/7. a. [f. Finer v.! + -1nG 2.] 
That fleets, in senses of the vb. 

+1. Floating; of a fish: Swimming. Ods. 

ax000 Cxanzon's Ger. 1447 (Gr.) Se feond zespearn fleo- 
tende hreaw. 1340-70 Alex. & Dind. 491 Pe fletinge fihs bat 
in be fom lepen. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. |xxi. 106 Amongst 
the fleeting herbes there is also a certayne herbe which 
some call Water Lyverworte. 

+2. That moves constantly, shifting, unstable, 
wandering; hence of a person or his attributes: 
Changeable, fickle, inconstant, vacillating. Ods. 

1228 Ancr, R.76 Mid te fleotinde word, to fleoted be heorte. 
¢1374 CHaucer Boerh. 1. iii. (Camb. MS.) 6 Fleetynge Errour. 
1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1. iii. 4 The fletyng ayer 
geuyth place to the flyght of byrdes. 1553 J. WILson 
Rhet. (1580) 3 Preachers, must now and then plaie the 
fooles in the pulpit, to serve the tickle eares of their fletyng 
audience. 1592 GREENE Groat’s W. Wit (1617) 15 If I finde 
thee firme, Lamilia will bee faithfull: if fleeting, she must 
.. be infortunate. 1606 Suaxs. Ant. § Cd. Vv, il. 240 The 
fleeting Moone No Planet is of mine. 1649 Mitton Z7kov. 
ii, 17 Of such a variable and fleeting conscience what hold 
can be tak’n? 1650 Futter Pisgah 1. 424 Their wonder, 
that so firm a fabrick should stand on so fleeting a foun- 
dation. 

+3. Flowing; fluid. 
offerings. Obs. 

e1z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 177 Wat is folc bute fletende 
water. 1388 Wyciir Exod. xxv. 29 Cuppis ..in whiche 
fletynge sacrifices schulen be offrid. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
de P. R. vi. xxii. (Tollem. MS.), Drynke is a fletynge sub- 
staunce nedful to be fedynge of a beste. c1420 Liber 
Cocorum (1862) 54 Take ryse and fletande fignade. 1567 
Turserv. Zpitaphes, &c. (1870) 175 So stands the foole by 
fleeting floud, 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. ww. 594 The 
slipp’ry God will..In fleeting Streams attempt to slide 
away. 

4, Passing swiftly by. Chiefly of life or time. 

¢1600 SHakxs, Sow. xcvii, Thee, the pleasure of the 
fleeting yeare. «1704 T. Brown Perstus’ Sat. i. Wks. 
1730 I. 53 Thy fleeting years of youth will soon be gone. 
1811 W. R. Spencer Poewzs 193 Tis pain to part For e’en 
one fleeting night. 1862 Srantey Yew. Ch. (1877) I, viii, 
169 The fleeting generations of man. 

5. Passing or gliding swiftly away. 

1697 DrypEn Vive. Georg. 1v. 722 She said, and from his 
Eyes the fleeting Fair Retir’d like subtle Smoke dissolv’d 
in Air, @1704 T. Brown Ox the Beauties Wks. 1730 1. 44 
Scarcely my breast my fleeting soul retains. 1797 Mrs. 
RanpcuFre Jtalian xvii, (1824) 619 He followed their fleet- 
ing figures. 1848 Mrs. Jamseson Sacr, §& Leg, Art 3 To 
catch the fleeting soul of the triumphant martyr. 

6. Existing for a brief period ; not permanent or 
enduring ; transitory, passing, fading. 

1863 B. Goocr Eeloegs (Arb.) 73 Beholde this fletyng 
world how al things fade. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. x. 741 O 
fleeting joyes Of Paradise. 1771 Gray Lef.24 May, Poems 
(775) 395, 1 have indeed a short one [journal]. .that serves 
to recal and fix the fleeting images of these things. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) IV. 30 Pleasure the most fleeting of 
all things, 

Hence Flee‘tingly adv., Flee'tingness. 

1709 BerxeLey 7%. Vision § 156 The perpetual mutability 
and fleetingness of those immediate objects of sight. 1842 
Mannine Serm, Faithf Departed (1848) I. 309 Poets 
were wont to bewail the fleetingness of life. 1883 M. K. 
Macmitian Leé. 23 Oct., I have read, fleetingly, a very 
considerable section of his prose writings. 

Fleetly (firtli), adv. [f. Fummr a.1+-ny 2.] 
Swiftly, quickly ; also comd., as fleetly-mounted. 

1598 FLorio, Sxel/amente, swiftlie, nimblie, fleetlie. 1814 
Scotr Wav, xviii, As fleetly as a roe, 1874 HoLtanp 
Mistr. Manse vii. 40 Full fleetly sped the morning hours, 
1876-7 J. Grant Hist. India I, xxiii. 122/1 Lightly-armed 
and fleetly-mounted horsemen. 


Fleetness (fiztnés). 
The quality of being fleet. 

1. Swiftness. 

1625 QuarRLes Szoz's Son. vii. 7 Behold the fleetnesse 
of his nimble feet. 1767 W. L. Lewis Statins’ Thebaid 
v. 1002 Fame..In Fleetness far outstrips the vig’rous 
Horse. 1856 STANLEY Sizaz & Pad. viii. 321 The fleetness 
of foot, with which. .he outran the chariot of Ahab. 

2. Transitoriness. 

1727 Baiwey, vol. II, Pleetness, fleeting Quality. 1863 
I, Witurams Bafptistery u. xxiv. (1874) 95 All their notes 
.-Are of our fleetness sighing, And singing of our dying, 

Fleety (fizti), @. rare. [f. Fumera.+ -y1,] 
=Fieret ati, 

1841 Tazt’s Mag, VIII. 572 The rustle of thy fleety foot 
Upon my ear doth fall. ‘ 

Fleg (fleg), 56.1 Sc. [f. Fuze v1] A fright, 
scare. Cf, FLEY sd. 

1721 Ramsay Richy § Sandy 9 Or has some Bogle-bo.. 
given ye a fleg. 1818 Scotr Rod Roy xviii, ‘I got a fleg, 
and was ready to jump out o’ my skin,’ ‘ 

Fleg (fleg), 56.2 Sc. [Onomatopeeic ; cf. flzng.] 
A random blow or kick, a stroke. 

1722 Hamitton Wallace III. i, (1822) 45 He..Syn at the 
loon a fearfull Fleg let flee, That from his Rumple shear’d 
away his Thigh. 1785 Burns “fist. to F. Lapraik 21 Apr. 
ix, She's [Fortune’s] gien me mony a jirt, an’ fleg. 

Fleg (fleg), v.1 Sc. [The normal Sc. form of 
OE. jleczan to put to flight, of which one example 
is known, if the reading of the MS. be correct. If 
not an error for fiégan (see Finy v.), it may perh. 
be a variant of that word, with abnormal doubled 
palatal and shortening of the vowel, as in reccan 
to reck, var. of récan (:—*réhkjan).] 

trans. To frighten, scare. 

1724 Ramsay Gent. Shep. iv. i, We'll fleg him sae, he'll 

Vou, IV, 


Fleeting sacrifices: drink 


[f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
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mint nae mair to gang A conjuring to do a lassie wrang. 
1889 Barrie Wind. Thrums xv.141 ‘That was strong lan- 
guage ’, said Hendry, ‘ but he would be wantin’ to fleg her?’ 

Fleg (fleg),v.4 Sc. [? var. of Fuac v., FLuck v.2] 
intr. To flee, run off; to fly away. Also with of 

1789 Davinson Seasons 25 [The lambs] round a tammock 
wheel, an’, fleggin, toss The moudy-hillan to the air in stoor. 
Ibid. 76 Nelly. .aff wi’ Gib the Mason Flegg’d fast, that day. 
1893 STEVENSON Catriona 170 ‘The solan. . flegged aff about 
the roundness of the craig.’ 

Flegge, var. of FLEDGE a. Obs. 

Fleg(h, obs. pa. t. of FLEE v. 3 Sc. var. of FLEA. 

Flegm, var. of Fiuam. 

Flegm, Flegm-: see PHLEGM, PHLEGM-. 

Fleiche, -sche, -tsche, var. ff. of FLEECH v. 

Fleicht, obs. f. of Fiirs. 

Fleid, obs. pa. t. of Fuay. 

Fleigh, dial. f. of Fuaxn, Fina. 

Fleighter, var. of FLIcHTER v. Sc. 

Fleih, obs. pa. t. of FLEE. 

Fleil(e, -yle, obs. ff. of Fiat. 

Fleine, obs. pa. pple. of Fay. 

Fleingall, [Prob. a spurious word, arising from 
a misprint in Topsell for stezzga//, the Ger. name 
of this bird; see SraNIEL, STONEGALL.] An alleged 
name of the kestrel. 

1607 TorsEeLt Serpents 89 Those kind of Hawkes which 
are called Kaistrells or Fleingalls. 1611 CotGr., Crecerelle, 
a Kestrell, Fleingall. 1847 in HALLIWELL. 1885 SwAINSON 
Prov. Names Birds 140 Hleingall, i.e. Fly in gale. 

Fleir(e, obs. form of FLEER. 

+Fleke, v. Ods. rare. [?f. fleke, Fuaxn sd,! 
hurdle.] ¢vans. ? To cover with hurdles. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 241 Botes he toke.. be 
sides togidere knytte .. Pei fleked Pam ouerthuert .. Ouer 
pe water..was so ordeynd a brigge. 

Fleke, obs. form of FuaKn. 

Flek(k)er, -ir, obs. ff. of FLICKER. 

Flem(e, obs. var. of FLEAM. 

+ Fleme, s?.1 Obs, Forms: 1 fliema, fléma, 
flyma, 2-4 fleme, 3 flame. [OE. #/ema (:—earlier 
*féamja), f. fléam : see next.] A fugitive, exile, 
outlaw. 

a 1000 Czdmion’s Gen. 1020 (Gr.) Pu flema scealt widlast 
wrecan, c1o0o AiLFRic Gex, iv. 12 Pu..bist flyma zeond 
ealle eorpan. c1175 Lamb, Hom. 157 We wunied here 
alse fleme. ¢1205 Lay. 5952 Alle be flamen be iflowe bud 
of Rome. ¢1305 S¢. Dznstan 101 in #. E, P. (1862) 37 
He drof him out of Engelond: and let him grede fleme. 

+ Fleme, 5.2 Obs. Forms: 1 fléam, 3 flem, 
(vlem), fleom, (fieem, fleam), 3-4 fleme. [OE. 

Jjléam str. masc, :—OTeut. type *Jlawhmo-, f. plauh- 
ablaut-var. of plewh- to FuEE.] Flight; exile. 

Beowulf 2889 (Gr.) Syddan zSelingas .. zefricgean fleam 
eowerne, c1200 7yin, Coll. Hom. 149 We ben here alle on 
fleme. c12z05 Lay. 6407 He turnede to fleme. 67d. 24070 
Ofte he ulem makede. ¢1300 K. A/is, 4341 So they hadde 


take fleme. 
+Fleme, v. Ovs. From 16th c. chiefly Sz. 


Forms; I flieman, filéman, flyman, 3 flemen, 
fleman, -en, fleomen, Ovm. flemmenn, sozth. 
vlemen, 4-5 flem, 4-7 fleeme, fleme, (4 flemme, 
flemon, 7 fleame). [OE. /l/eman (:—earlier 
*fléamjan), £. fléam; see prec. Cf. ON. fleema.] 

1. zrans. To cause to flee, put to flight; to drive 
away, drive out, chase; hence, to banish, exile; 
rarely, to reject (a proposal), Also, to fleme away, 
out, to flyght. a. simply. 

azo00 Czdmon's Gen, 2115 (Gr.) Ac hie god flymde. 
¢1z00 ORMIN 8242 Augustuss .. batt flemmde himm ut, 
1300 Cursor M, 29022 (Cott.) Fasting flemes flexsli sakes. 
¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 328 Po pat fled, pei flemed 
als pe kynges felons, c1400 Destr. Troy 12377 And 1.. 
Thus am flemyt to flight thurgh his false caste. ¢ 1425 
Festivals of Ch. 183 in Leg. Rood (1871) 216 He will not 
flyte, But flemon all pi foos away. ax450 Le Morte Arth, 
2673 He were a fole .. So feyr forwardys for to fleme. 
1496 Dives § Paup. (W. de W.) v. xiv. 215/1 God sayd to 
Caym .. Thou shalt be wanderynge & flemed upon erth, 
1583 Kennepy Comp. Tract. in Wodr, Soc. Misc. (1844) 
152 Geve the Kirk had the auld ancient libertie, than sulde 
all heresies be flemit. 1878 Scot. Poems 16th C. 11. 171 They 
.. flemit them full sair. 16.. AZerdine 1624 in Furniv, 
Percy Folio \. 472 The heyres that thou didst fleame With 
wrong out of the realme. 1814 Scott Vaz, ix, ‘He help’d 
Miss Rose when she was flemit with the Laird of Killan- 
cureit’s new English bull.’ 

b. Const. from, of (=out of), out of; rarely 

with ellipsis of prep. 

c1z00 Trin, Coll. Hom, 87 Pis laze [circumcisio] flemed 
pe fule gost ut of pe child. cxz20g Lay. 23447 Pat he ba xd 
mihte wid Ardure uihte and ulemen of londe. 1352 Minor 
Halidon-Hyll vi, The land that thai war flemid fra. @ 1420 
Hoccreve De Reg. Princ. 2788 Lawe is nye flemede out of 
this contree, 1494 FasyanChvov.vi.ccxiil. 229 Algarus was 
accused by malyce, and flemyd the lande. 1513 Douctas 
Zéneis vit. vi. 47 Banist and flemyt of my native land. 
16.. Merline 426 in Furniv. Percy Polio 1. 435 Many another 
doughtye Man that hee had fleemed out of the Land. 

2. intr. To flee, run away. rave—}. 

c1300 K. Adis. 3348 He is the furste with sweord that 
remith; Thou art the furste with hors that flemeth. 

Hence Flemed ///. a.; Fle‘ming v/. sb. Also 
Fle‘mer, one who puts to flight. 

c1208 Lay. 7733 Alle eowre flemede men. a@ 1300 Cursor 
M. 18626 (Gott.) Lang might adam thinc pe space Of fleming 
fra pat lauerd face. ¢1374 Cuaucer 77oylus m1, 884 Dul- 
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carnon clepid is ‘flemyng of wrecchis’, c 1386 — Man of 
Law's T. 362 Flemer of feendes. 13.. Minor Poems jr. 
Vernon MS, xxiii. 483 Went forp A-pilgrimage And pe 
flemed visyted. 1496 Dives & Pawp. (W. de W.) vu. vi. 
284/x He called them theues & outlawes & flemyd men. 
15.. Ragman Roll 169 in Hazl. Z. P. P. 1. 76 Constant in 
vertu, flemer of malyce. 

Fle‘mensfirth. [One of the many corrupt 
forms (see quots.) of OF. flymena fyrmd, lit. 
‘entertainment of fugitives ’.] 

1. A term of OE. law, prob. meaning the offence 
of entertaining a banished person, and hence the 
king’s right of exacting a penalty for this offence. 
The word was prob. not understood after the OF. 
period, but was preserved in formal enumerations 
of the rights pertaining to the king. The explana- 
tions in the quots. are the conjectures of legal anti- 
quaries. A synonymous term flyman feorm (sce 
Farm sd.1) occurs. in OF. laws, and is cited in 
various corrupt forms in law-books. 

c10z0 Secular Laws Cuut c, 12 (Thorpe 1840) 164 Dis 
syndon ba gerihta pe se cyning ah ofer eall men on 
Wessexan, bet is .. flymena-fyrmde. c1z530 Gloss. Law 
Terms in Rel, Ant. I. 33 Fremenfremthe, chatel de futif. 
1672 Mantey Cowell's Interpr., Flemenes-firinth, But 
more truly Flymena frymthe .. signifies the relieving of 
a Fugitive. This word is variously written in old Charters, 
as Flemeneferd, Flemenefrit, Flemenefremith, Flemanisflit, 
Flemenewurd, Fremenefenda, and Flemenesfricthe. /é7d., 
Flemenesfreme and Flemenesfrenthe are said to be the 
Chattels of Fugitives. 

§| 2. Misused for: An asylum for outlaws. 

1805 Scott Last Minstr, 1v. xxiv, To make your towers 
a flemen’s-firth, 

Flemengo, obs. form of FLAMINGO. 

Fleming (fle‘min) 1. Also 5-6 flem(m)yng(e, 
6-7 flemming(e, 7 flemin(e. [a MDu. Vldming 
(cf. ON. Heémingr, OHG. Flaming, med.L. 
Llamingus, Sp. flamenco, Pg. Flamengo, Pr. 
Flamenc, Fr. Flamand), {. Flam- (whence Flan- 
ders) + suffix -ING 3.] 

1. A native or inhabitant of Flanders. 

c 1430 Lypc. Min, Poems 1053 Where Flemynges began on 
me for to cry, ‘ Master, what will you copen or by?’ 1574 
R. Scor Hof Gard. (1578) 8 The more paynes you take.. 
the nearer you resemble the trade of the Flemming. c 1645 
Howe tt Let??, (1650) 11. 30 Charles the Emperor. . being a 
Flemin born. 1846 McCuttocu Acc. Brit, Empire (1354) 
645 The Flemings, invited over..by Edward III., gave the 
first great impulse to the woollen manufacture, 

+2. A Flemish vessel. Ods. 

1395 Drake Voy. (Hakluyt Soc.) 7 We met with a small 
flemminge bounde for the streights. ; 

3. attrib. quasi-ad7. passing into adj. 

1561 Child Marriages (E.E.T.S.)70 A paire of Flemynge 
knyves. 1588 Latracts Burgh Rec. Edin. 8 May, The 
twa Flemyng wobsters dwelland within this burgh. 1656 
Ben Israen Vind, Fudzorum 3 Some Vlemine Christians, 

+ Fleming”, Ols. rare. Also 8 flemming. 
[Strictly only a use of prec., the continental names 
of the flamingo (Sp. flamenco, Fr. flamant) being 
popularly confused with the homophones = FLEM- 
inG1, and hence rendered by the same word. (In 
quot. 1591 prob. FLEminc! was intended.)] = 
FLAMINGO. 

[1530 Patscr., Flemmyng, famemant, 1891 PERcIVALL 
Sp. Dict., Flamenco, a fleming, a kinde of birde like a 
shoueler.] 1708 Motteux Radelais 1v. lix. (1737) 244 Flem- 
mings, Cignets. 

Fleming 3. dia/. In 7 flemminge. A local 
name of the soft clam (JZya arenaria). 

1603 OwEN Pembrokesh. (1892) 126 Cockles, fflemminges, 
welkes.. [Still in local use. (Editor’s note).] 

+Fleming-lauche. Ods. Sc. [f. Furmine 1 
+ lauche, Sc. form of Law.] An old Scotch law 
which allowed the Flemings who settled in Scotland 
the practice of their own usages. 

1629 in W. Robertson Zndex Rec, Charters (1798) 61 
Carta to John Marr... una cum Lege Flemynga dicitur 
Fleming Lauche, 1807 G. Cuarmers Caledonia 1. 735 
The Flemings .. behaved so quietly, as to be allowed the 
practice of their own usages, by the name of Fleming- 
lauche, in the nature of a special custom, p 

Flemish (flemif), a. Also 5 Flemis, 5-6 
Flemys, 6-8 Flemmish(e. [ad. MDu. V/aemisch, 
(Du. Viaamsch): see Furmine ! and -1su.] 

1, Of or belonging to Flanders or its inhabitants. 


For Flemish ell, rider: see the sbs. 

1488 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl, 1.79 Item, fyftene Flemis 
ridaris. 1840 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 14 A piece of flemmishe 
mony called an Englyshe. 1614 Marxuam Cheap Husb. 1. 
iii. (1668) 33 The best Stallion to beget horses for the Coach 
is the Flemish. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 240 ‘The best 
sort of these are brought from Holland .. and are called 
Flemmish Pan-Tiles. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's 7vav. (1760) Il. 
385 Alexander duke of Parma, who signalized himself in the 
Flemish wars. 1865 Mrs. Patuiser Lace vii. 99 The old 
Flemish laces are of great beauty. 

b. absol. The Flemish language. , 

1727-41 Cuambers Cycl., /lemish, or the Flemish tongue, 
is that which we otherwise call Low-Dutch, 1881 Zvcyc?. 
Brit. X11. 85 Flemish or South Dutch, : 

2. Resembling a Fleming in habits and behaviour, 

1598 Suaks. Merry W.u. i. 23 This Flemish drunkard. 

3. Comb., Flemish account, an unsatisfactory 
account, one showing a deficit; Flemish bond 


(see Bonp 5,1 13); Flemish brick (see quot. 
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1842); Flemish coil (see Com s/.3 1); hence 
Flemish-coil v., to lay up (a rope) in a Flemish 
coil; Flemish eye, /Vaut. (see quot. 1867); 
Flemish fake, (Vaut. (see quot.) ; Flemish horse, 
NVaut, a foot-rope at the yard-arms of topsail-yards ; 
Flemish point, stitch (see quots.). 

1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue,* Flemish account,a losing 
or bad account. 1790 Herbert Tyfogr. Antig. 111. 1773, 
I am very much afraid my kind friend received but a 
Flemish account of his Caxtons. 1774 in Avrchevol. (1777) 
IV. 106 The *Flemish bond .. is the strongest as well as 
the oldest regular bond used in building. 1890 RimmMrER 
Summer Rambles Manch. 35 Red ‘Dutch’ bricks in 
‘Flemish bond’, 1727-41 Cuambers Cycd., “Flemish Bricks. 
1842 Gwitt Excycl. Archit. Gloss., Flemish Bricks, a 
species of brick used for paving .. they were originally 
imported from Flanders, are of a yellowish colour and 
harder than common brick. 1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's 
Maan. 106 This is called a*Flemish coil, 1878 W. C. RussELL 
Wreck Grosvenor ii. (1889) 11 Ordinary seamen, whom he 
had set to work to “flemish-coil the ropes along the deck. 
1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xxxv.134 The knots, *Flemish 
eyes, splices, 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Flemish eye, 
a kind of eye-splice in which the ends are scraped down, 
tapered, passed oppositely, marled, and served over with 
spun yarn, /dtd., *Flemish Fake, a method of coiling 
a rope that runs freely when let go .. Each bend is slipped 
under the last, and the whole rendered flat and solid to 
walk on. 1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's Man. 105 *Flemish- 
horse. 1882 CauLtreitp & Saward Dict. Needlework, 
*Flemish Point, a Guipure Lace, also known as Point de 
Brabant. Jéid., *Flemish Stitch, one of the Fillings in 
Honiton Lace. 

Flemish (flemif), v1 aut. [f. prec.] 

1. ¢rans. To coil or lay up (a rope) in a Flemish 


coil (see prec. 3). Also ¢o flemish down. 
1832 Marryat WV. Forster xi, The ropes [had been] 
flemished down on deck. 1867in Smytu Sazlor's Word-bk. 
2. (See quot.) 


1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Flemishing, a forcing or 


scoring of the planks, 
Flemish (fle'mif), v.2 intr. Of a hound: 


To make a quivering movement with the tail and 
body, while searching for the trail; to feather. 

1857 Kincstey Two VY. Ago xviii, ‘I thought they 
beauties starns weren’t flemishing for nowt.’ Jééd., The 
hounds have overrun the scent, and are back again, flem- 
ishing about the plashed fence on the river brink. 

Flemy, Flench, obs. ff. PHuzemy, FLINcH, 

Flench, flinch, flense (flenj, flinf, flens), v. 
Also flence, flinse. [a. Da. lense of same meaning; 
the word with wider application is found in Norw. 
as flinsa, flunsa to flay, tear off.] 

1. trans. To cut up and slice the fat from (a 
whale or flayed seal); to slice (the blubber) from 
the bones of the whale. 

1814 Scorr 70 Dk. Buccleugh 13 Aug. in Lockhart, The 
Islesmen of Sanda were .. flinching .. the blubber to boil. 
1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. 11.292 Before a whale can 
be flensed, as the operation of taking off the fat and whale- 
bone is called. 1823 Mansy Voy. Greend. 65 For the pur- 
pose of ‘flinsing’ or stripping it ofits blubber. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Filense. A 

2. To flay or skin (a seal); to strip off (the skin 
of a seal). 

1874 MarkHamM Whaling Cruise ii. 33 The marvellous 
rapidity. .with which our men would skin, or as it is termed, 
‘flinch’ the beast [seal]. 1875 Cart. Gray in Buckland 
Log-bk. 312 The [seal] skins are then flenched, 188x 
Lesuiz tr. Nordenskiold'’s Voy. Vega iii. 114 The hunter lies 
to at an ice-floe to flense upon it a seal that has been shot. 

Hence Flenching, Flensing wvd/. sb.; also 
Fle‘ncher, Fle*nser, one who flenches or flenses 
whales, 

1814 Scott Diary 11 Aug. in Lockhart, The crew .. with 
their long flinching knives with which they cut up the 
whales, 1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. II. 299 The 
flensers commence with the belly and under jaw. 67d. IT. 
301 During the progress of the flensing. 1874 MarkHam 
Whaling Cruiseiv.50 The cuttingup or ‘flinching’ of the fish. 

Fle‘nch-gut, flens-gut. [f. prec. vb. + Gur.] 
The place on board, usually the hold, where the 
blubber of a whale, cut up in long slices, is stored 
before barrelling ; also applied to the blubber itself. 

1808 Jamieson, /Vench-gut, the blubber of a whale laid 
out in long slices, before being put into casks. 1820 
Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. 11, 304 When the flens-gut is 
filled with blubber. 1867 in SmytH Sailor's Word-bk. 

Flenders, obs. form of FLINDERS. 

Flene, obs. pa. pple. of Fray. 

Fleng(e, Flent, obs. ff. Five, Frint. 

Fleobotomie, obs. form of PHLEBOTOMY. 

Fleoure, -owre, obs. Sc. ff. FLavour. 

+Flerd. Obs. Forms: 1 fleard, 3 flerd, flerd. 

[OE. fleard, app. cognate with the synonymous 
ON. #78 str. fem., though the vowels do not 
regularly correspond.] Deceit, fraud, mockery. 

c1000 Law Northumb, Priests liv. (Thorpe 1840) 420 3if 
frid-zeard si on hwas lande abuton stan opbe treow, obbe 
wille, obbe swilces zenize fleard. c12z00 OrMIN 7334 Crist 
forrwerrpebp falls & flerd. c1zz0 Bestiary 452 So was 
herodes fox and flerd. 

Flere, flerye, obs. ff. FLEER. 

+ Flerk, v. Ods. Also 8 flirk. [Onomatopceic; 
cf. flick, flirt, jerk.| intr. To make a jerking 
movement. Hence Flerk sd., a jerk. Fle‘rking 
Ppl. a., jerking, twitching. 

1606 Sytvester Du Bartas u. iv, Tropheis 348 With 
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sudden flerk the fatale hemp lets goe The humming Flint. 
¢ 1620 Z. Boyp Zion's Flowers (1855) 134 With sudden flerk 
the hempe I’le nowe let goe. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4768/4 
Stolen..Cart Mare..Saddle Backed, and a flirking Tail. 

Flerry (fleri), v. ‘rans. To split (slate). Also 
intr. for vefl. of the slate itself. Hence Ple'rry- 
ing v/. sb. 

1865 J.T. F. Turner Slate Quarries 13 The better the 
quality of the slate, the easier will it flerry, and also cleave. 
/bid., This peculiar operation is called ‘ flerrying’. 

Flert, obs. form of Fuirv. 

Flesh (flef), sd. Forms: 1 flése, fléc, (2 flee, 
flesce), 3 fleesce, flees(h, flexs(s, fless(e, 4 south. 
vlesse, 3-4 fles, flei(e)s, fle(y)hs, 4-5 fleisch, 
3-5 fle(c)che, flesch(e, 3 south. vlesche, (3 flashe, 
fleschs, 4 fleschsch), 3-6 flessh(e, (4 fleisshe), 
4-6 fleshe, (6 fleash, flehsse, fleszhe, 9 dza/. 
flash), 4- flesh. [Com. WGer. and Scandinavian : 
OE. flésc str. neut. corresponds to OFris. flash, 
OS. fiésk (Du. vleesch), OHG, fletsc (MHG. vleisch, 
mod.Ger. /lezsch), of the same meaning, ON. /flesk 
with shortened vowel (Sw. flask, Da. flesk), swine’s 
flesh, pork, bacon:—OTeut. */lazskoz-, -22- (or 
possibly A/-). 

No satisfactory cognates have been discovered either in 
Teut. or in the related langs. Some have supposed that 
the specific Scandinavian sense, which exists in some Eng. 
dialects where ON. influence is out of the question (see, 
e.g., the West Cornwall Glossary), is the original meaning 
of the word, and that the occasional OE, form 7c repre- 
sents the primary word elsewhere replaced by a derivative 
with suffix -sk-. On this hypothesis the word might be 
related to OK. /licce, Fiircu. But general analogy rather 
indicates the priority of the wider sense found in Eng. and 
German; and it is most likely that the OE. /7#c is an 
inaccurate spelling, or at most a dialectal phonetic alter- 
ation, of the ordinary /7z#sc. ‘The shortening of the OE. 
long vowel before s followed by another cons, is normal. ] 

I. As a material substance. 

1. The soft substance, esp. the muscular parts, of 
an animal body; that which covers the framework 
of bones and is enclosed by the skin. Raw flesh: 
that exposed by removal or fissure of the skin. 

c1000 AELFrRic Ger. ii. 23 Dis ys nu ban of minum banum 
& flaeesc of minum flzsce. c 1250 Gen. & Hx. 2089 Fugeles 
sulen 6i fleis to-teren. 1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R.v. i. 
(1495) 100 The heed hath lytill flessh and lytyll fatnesse. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 218 If he be strong & ful of 
fleisch. 1596 Suaxs, Merch. V. un. i. 54, I am sure if he 
forfaite, thou wilt not take his flesh. 1621 Bisie Lev. xiii. 
10 If. there be quicke raw flesh. @ 1688 Bunyan Heavenly 
Footman (1886) 164 His..sins, that stick as close to him as 
the flesh sticks to the bones. 1750 Lapy LuxporoucH 
Lett. to Shenstone 13 May, One [wound] st above my 
knee .. New flesh must grow there. 1819 SHELLEY Cenct 
1. i. 22 It..eats into my sinews, and dissolves My flesh to 
a pollution. 


b. Often in connexion with or contrast to done, 


Sell, or skin. 

c1000 Ags. Gosf. Luke xxiv.39 Gast nefp fleesc & ban. 
c12z20 Bestiary 136 His fel he der leted ; his fles ford creped. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 17288 + 449 (Cott.) Spirit has nauther flesch 
ne bone. 1382 Wycur Lev. ix. 11 The flesh forsothe, and 
the skynne of it [calf].. he brent. a@1400 Prymer (1891) 
79 With skyn and fleschsches thou clothedest me. @ 1577 
Gascoigne Wks. (1587) 36 To search between the fel and 
the flesh for fardings. 161x Bisre Azek. xxxvii. 8 The 
sinews and the flesh came vp vpon them [bones], and the 
skin couered them aboue. 

ce. Flesh and fell: the whole substance of the 
body; hence as quasi-advd. phrase: entirely. (Zo 
raise or rise) in flesh and fell, rarely 7m flesh and 
done: in bodily form. Cf. Fr. e chair et en os. 
(Fair) of flesh and fell: in form and complexion. 
Obs. exc. arch. 

c 1000 ALiFric Exod. xxix. 14 Pes cealfes flesc and fell.. 
pu bernst. 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 287 He was .. vayr of 
fless & felle. a1300 Cursor AM. 26564 (Cott.) To rise in 
flexss and ban. ¢1375 Lay Molks Mass Bk. (MS. B.) 223 
Vp he rose in flesshe & felle po thryd day. a1440 Sir 
Eglam, 29 Crystyabelle, A feyre thynge of flesche and felle. 
1605 Suaxs. Leary v. iii. 24 The good yeares shall deuoure 
them, flesh and fell. 1840 Browninc Sordedlo 11. 300 Men 
burned Taurello’s entire household, flesh and fell. 

da. Proud flesh: the overgrowth of the granu- 
lations which spring upon a wound. Also fig. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens v1. \xviii. 746 The same [oakgalls] doth 
-. consume away superfluous and prowde fleshe. 1649 
LoveLace Poems 28 The anger of her eye, Had wrought 
some proud-flesh by it. 1686 W. Harris tr. Lemery’s Course 
Chym. (ed. 2) 171 This Sublimate .. eats proud flesh and 
cleanses old Ulcers. 1848 CARPENTER Anim. Phys. 302 The 
sprouting forth of‘a rapidly-growing tissue commonly known 
as proud-flesh, 

e. phr. Zo make one’s flesh creep, etc. 

1727, 1840 [see Crerp v. 6). 1725 Ramsay Gent. Sheph. 
1,i, A... dream .. That gars my flesh a’ creep yet with the 
fright. 1834 Mepwin Azgler in Wales 11. 252 A cold— 
a creeping of the flesh—like that. 

f. In, or with reference to, the Biblical phrase 

a heart of flesh’, ie. a heart capable of feeling, 


opposed to ‘a heart of stone’, 

1382 Wycuir Lzek. xxxvi. 26, I shal take awey a stonen 
herte .. and I shal 3eue to 30u an herte of fleshe. 1784 
Cowper Task u. 8 There is no flesh in man’s obdurate 
heart. 1814 Scorr Ld. of Isles vi. xxix, Are your hearts of 
flesh or stone? 

g. In euphemistic phrases with reference to 


sexual intercourse. 








FLESH. 


a1300 Cursor M. 28475 (Cott.) Wit womman knaun and 
vnkend, I haue my fles wit bam blend. 1611 Suaks. Win?. 
T.1v. iv. 285 She wold not exchange flesh with one that lou’d 
her. 1620 Ballad ‘As J was ridinge’ 18 in Furniv. Percy 
folio (1867) App. 29. 

h. Zo go after or follow strange flesh: a Bibli- 
cal expression referring to unnatural crime. 

1382 Wyc.iir ¥ude 7 Sodom and Gomor .. goyng aftir 
other flesch. 1526 TinDALE 767d., Folowed straunge flesshe 
[similarly in the later versions]. 

2. transf. The soft pulpy substance of fruit, or a 
plant ; that part which is enclosed by the rind, and 
encloses the core or kernel, esf. when eatable. So 


Gr. oapé, L. caro, Fr. chair. 

1573 Barer Aly. F 649 Mleash, the substance vnder the 
pille or rinde of herbs, &c. 1577 B. Goocre Heresbach's 
Flush, 11. (1586) 110 b, Reedes for the most parte have no 
fleshe at all, 1672 JosseLyN New Eng. Rarities 57 The 
seeds are black, the flesh or pulpe exceeding juicy. 1779 
Mrs. Boscawen in Ms. Delany's Life & Corr. Ser, m1. II, 
489 The seeds are found in several parts of the flesh. 1846 
Proc. Berw. Nat. Club u. No. 14. 174 (Agaric) Flesh thick, 
solid and firm. 1895 Seed Catal. (Potato) Flesh white, 
fine and floury. 

3. Put for: Quantity or excess of flesh; hence, 
plumpness, good condition, embonpoint, esp. in 
phrases, ¢o get, (tget oneself in), lose flesh; also 
(Zo be) in flesh: in good condition, corpulent. 
Cf. Fr. étre en chair. ; 

1548 Hatt Chron., Edw. IV, 234 A beautefull Prince, 
beginninge a littel to growe in flesh. 1592 SHAKs. Rov. § 
Ful. v. i. 84 Buy food, and get thy selfe in flesh, 1608 Br. 
Hatt Char. Virtues & V. 103 Hee is a slave to envie, and 
loseth flesh with fretting. 1677 Hotyoxe Lat. Dict., To 
get flesh, Azuguesco. 1684 R. i. School Recreat. 26 If he 
be low of Flesh. .add a third part of clean old Beans, 1707 
Lond. Gaz. No. 4350/4 A bay Gelding, well in Flesh. 1757 
Franxiin Lett, Wks. 1887 II. 527, 1.. have not yet quite 
recovered my strength, flesh, or spirits. 1762 GoLpsm. C/?. 
W. \xxi, ‘The widow, being a little in flesh, as warmly pro- 
tested against walking. 1774 J. Bryant A/ythod. IL. 452 
Oxen that were in flesh and well fed. 1885 E. Garrett AZ 
Any Cost ii. 27 Its [a face’s] once noble outlines were blurred 
by too much flesh. 


4, The muscular tissue, or the tissues generally, 
of animals, regarded as an article of food. Exc. 
when otherwise defined by the context, always 
understood as excluding fish (see Fisx sd.1), and 
in recent use primarily suggesting ‘ butchers’ meat’, 
not poultry, etc. (cf. ‘fish, flesh, and fowl’). 
Somewhat arch., the current word being meat 
(it survives however in some northern dialects). 


2800 Corpus Gloss. 2135 Viscera tosta, zebreded flaesc, 
az154 O. E. Chron. an. 1137 Pa wes corn dere & flec. 
¢1205 Lay. 19693 Neober flas na no fisc no nanes 
cunnes draenc. c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 12/374 To rosti ase 
men doth fersch flesch. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 266 
Sche schal drinke no wijn ne ete no fleisch. 1472 Present- 
ments Furies in Surtees Misc. (1890) 23 We desyer a remedy 
of our buschers for sellynge of thar flech. 1562-3 Act 5 
Eliz, c. 5 § 11 No maner of person shall eate any Fleshe on 
the same [Fishe] daye. x599 NasHe Lenten Stuffe Wks. 
(Grosart) II. 273 The puffin that is halfe fish, halfe flesh. 
1676 Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 341 Not eat a bit of 
flesh from Shrove Tuesday till Easter Day. 1732 Pore 
Hor. Sat. 1. ii. go The stomach (..a tomb of boil’d and 
roast, and flesh and fish). 1772 JoHNson Left. to Mrs, 
Thrale 19 Oct., Flesh is likewise very dear. 1802 FospRooKE 
Brit. Monachism (1843) 70 Neither do they eat of fat or 
flesh. 

b. With the name of the animal or other defin- 
ing word attached; also in Z/. to signify what is 
derived from various animals. 

c825 Vesp. Psalter xlix. [l.] 13 Ah ic eotu flese ferra, 
c1250 Gen. § Lx. 1013 Bred, kalues fleis, and flures bred. 
¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 175 Pe comon of pe oste 
bouht bam hors flesch, Or mules or assis roste. 1486 Bh, 
St. Albans Cjb, Thees sayd fleshes bene goode to mewe 
an hawke. 1528 Paynet Salerne Regim. E ij b, Goottis 
fleshe..oxe fleshe..be melancolye fleshes. 1685 P. HENry 
Diaries & Lett, (1882) 341, 1am careful wt I eat, not Fishes 
& Fleshes. 1865 Barinc Goutp Were-wolves xv. 264 When 
a wolf has once tasted human flesh, he desires to taste it 
again. 

+e. phr. WMetther flesh nor fish: neither one 
thing nor the other. Cf. Fisu 5d. 4c. Obs. 

1528 Roy Rede me (Arb.) 117 Wone that is nether flesshe 
nor fisshe, At all tymes a commen lyer, 1661 BAxTER 
Her eee I, xclii. 22 Men of no Zeal, neither Flesh 
nor Fis 


d. Strange flesh: unusual or loathsome food. 


rare. 

Perh, an echo of the Biblical use Yude 7, though the 
meaning is different (see xh). 

1606 Suaks. Anz. § CZ. 1. iv. 67 On the Alpes, It is re- 
ported thou did’st eate strange flesh, 1819 SHELLEY Cenci 
i, i. 48 Beatrice... whom her father.. pens up naked in 
Dee cells..and starves her there, Till she will eat strange 
flesh. 

+e. collect. Cattle intended for food. Ods. 

16.. Robin Hood & Butcher 16 in Furniv. Percy Folio 1. 
20 A proud butcher Came driving flesh by the way. 1x 
Stryre Ann. Ref. I. xvi. 199 That no butcher should Kitt 
flesh, upon pain of a great fine, 


+f. (See quot.) Obs. 

1569 in J. Mackenzie Gen. Grievances Orkney & Shetland 
17 Item, the Comptare charges him with the third of the 
flesh of the Bishoprick of Orknay. 1859 Opfress. 16th C. in 
Orkney §& Zetland Gloss., Flesh, Rent paid in Cattle, 
generally estimated by Weight, 15 Meils = an ox, ro Meils 
=a-cow, 4 Meils = a sheep. 


FLESH. 


5. The visible surface of the body, with reference 
to its colour or appearance. Cf. FLESH-cOLouUR. 

1606 SHaks. Ant. § Cl. 1. ii. 17 Sooth. You shall be yet 
farre fairer then you are. Char. He meanes in flesh. 1657 
Lust’s Dominion 1. ii. 9 Although my flesh be tawny, in my 
veines, Runs blood as red, as royal, as the best..in Spain. 

b. ellipt. for flesh-colour. 

1852 Meanderings of Mem. 1.157 Air coloured, scarcely 
carnate, ora flesh. 1882 Garden 14 Oct. 341/1 The names 
of the best varieties..are.. Perfection, flesh. 

6. Short for flesh-side (of a skin); see 13. 

1839 Ure Dict. Arts 378 It [the leather] is then .. slicked 
upon the flesh with a broad smooth lump of glass. 1851 
Mayuew Lond. Labour 1. 443 The skin is ‘split’. .into two 
portions. That known as the ‘grain’ .. The other portion, 
the ‘flesh’. 31870 Exg. Mech. 11 Feb. 534/2 Oil them [skins], 
flesh and grain. 

II. Extended and figurative uses (chiefly of 
Biblical origin). 

7. One's (own) flesh : one’s near kindred or de- 
scendants. Now vare exc. in FLESH AND BLOOD. 
Also, ome flesh: said (after Ger. ii, 24,1 Cor. vi. 
16) of husband and wife to express the closeness 
of the relation created by marriage. 

c1o00 /ELFrRic Gen. xxxvil. 27 He ys ure brobor & ure flzesc. 
c1300 Harrow. Hell 196 Mi leve moder wes Boren and 
shaped of thi fleyhs. 1382 Wycuir /sa. lviii. 7 Thi flesh 
thou shalt not despise. 1553 T. Witson (het. (1580) 72 
Your grace, lackyng twoo suche portions of your owne 
fleshe [your two sons]. 1555 Epen Decades Pref. to Rdr. 
(Arb.) 50 Owre broctherne, owre flesshe, & owre bones. 
1694 Concreve Double Dealer u.i, Marriage makes man 
and wife one flesh. 1819 SHELLEY Cevcdé 1. ili. 104 What, if 
we..were his own flesh, His children and his wife? 

8. That which has corporeal life. 4// flesh, + each 

Jesh (omnis caro, Vulg. = Hebraistic Gr. aca 

odpé): all animals; in narrower sense, all man- 
kind. So + Vo flesh: nobody on earth. +A prece 
of flesh : a human being, sample of humanity. 

c1000 Ags. Ps, cxxxv[i]. 26 He eac afeded flaecsea eghwylc. 
c1000 Avs. Gosp. Luke iii. 6 Alle flesc zesihd godes hele. 
c1250 Gen. §& Ex. 591 Do was ilc fleis on wer[l]de sla3zen. 
a1300 EL. E. Psalter cxliv. 21 Blisse sal alle flesche with- 
al Unto hali name es hisse. ¢1380 Wycur Se/. Wks. II. 
400 But 3if bes daies shulen be abreggid per shulde not 
be saved ech fleish. cxq4so tr. De /mitatione ui. Ixii, Pou 
art flesshe and non aungell. 1535 CovERDALE ¥er. xvii. 5 
Cursed be the man .. that taketh flesh for his arme. 1599 
Suaxs, Much Adow.ii.85 As pretty a peece of flesh as any 
in Messina. 1611 BrsteE Daz. ii. 11 The gods, whose dwell- 
ing is not with flesh. 1630 PrynNe Azti-Armin. 124 What 
flesh, what person could be saued? @1632T.Taytor God's 
Fudgem, i. ii. xli. (1642) 367 Julius Cesar, one of the most 
.- valiant pieces of flesh that ever was. 1662-3 Pepys Diary 
17 Feb., He had a great secret to tell me, such as no flesh 
knew but himself. 1774 J. Bryant JZythol. Il. 195 All flesh 
died. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Plato Wks. (Bohn) I. 297 
He..visits worlds which flesh cannot enter. 


9. The physical or material frame of man; the 
body. Oéds. exc. in Biblical allusions. | Zo be free 


of one’s flesh: to expose oneself boldly in battle. 

In the 16th c. versions of the Apostles’ Creed the earlier 
expression ‘the resurrection of the flesh’ (= resurrectio 
caruis) was changed to ‘the resurrection of the dody’. 

Beowulf 4840 No bon lange wes feorh zbelinges flesce 
bewunden. c1175 Lamb, Hom. 63 Gif .. to be flesce scrud 
and clad. 12.. Creed in Rel. Ant. I. 282 Hie hleve in.. 
arysnesse of flesse & eche lif. a1300 Cursor MM, 22785 
(Gott.) Pat ilke flesh pat we haue nu, pan sal we haue. 
cx1400 Prymer (1891) 78 In my fleysch y schal se god my 
saueour. c1g00 Melusine xxxvi. 250 He deffended vygour- 
ously his flesshe. 1556 Aurelio § Isa, (1608) E viij, The 
grete colde penetrethe youre delicat fleshes. 1607 Marston 
What you will v, A true magnanimous spirit should .. with 
his own flesh dead his flesh. 1634 Hasincron Castara 
(Arb.) 133 My frighted flesh trembles to dust. 1724 De For 
Mem. Cavalier (1840) 132 They..were as free of their flesh 
as we. 


b. In (the) flesh: in a bodily form, in a cor- 
poreal nature or state; also, in life, living. After 
the flesh; in bodily appearance or likeness. 

1382 Wycuir 2 Cor. v. 16 If we knowen Crist vp [1388 aftir] 
the fleisch [TrnpALe 1526 after the flehsse. Similarly ‘in 
later versions]. 1382 — P/z/. i. 23 For to be with Crist, it 
is moche more bettere; forsoth for to dwelle in fleisch, it is 
nedeful for 30u. c1449 Pecock Refr. 1. xv. 83 That we 
schulen rise in fleisch aftir oure deeth. 1651 Hospes Leviath. 
ut. xlii. 273 To preach Christ come in the flesh. 1727 Dr 
For Hist. Appar. i. (1840) 14 St. Paul..did speak there of 
seeing Christ in the flesh. 1865 Dickens J/ut. Fr. tv. Vi, 
The minutes passing on, and no Mrs. W. in the flesh ap- 
pearing. 1874 Morey Compromise (1886) 162 We all know 
in the flesh liberal catholics and latitudinarian protestants, 
who [etc.]. 

e. The body (of Christ) regarded as spiritually 
‘eaten’ by believers; also applied mystically to 
the bread in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. John vi. 55. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 97 
Pat husel be 3e understonden is his holi fleis and his blod. 
a1300 Cursor M. 15234 (Gott.) Takes and ete of bis bredd, 
for flesse pan es it mine. ¢1380 Wycuir Sev. Sel. Wks. 
II. 110 3if 3e eeten pe fleish of mannis sone, and drynke 
his blood. 1588 Br. Wutte Sev. in Strype Eccl. Mem. Ill. 
App. Ixxxi. 279 Adore the same flesh in substance. 1651 
C. Cartwricut Cert. Relig. 1. 59 Saint Remigius &c. affirme 
the flesh of Christ to be in the Sacrament. 1875 Hymns 
A.& M., ‘ Now, my tongue’ iv, True bread He maketh By 
His Word His Flesh to be. A 

+d. Asa profane oath, God’s flesh! Uence in 
17-18th c. in ejaculations, as Mesh! Flesh and 
fire! Cf. Opps-FrLEsH, Obs. 

1362 LancL. P. PZ. A. x1. 212 Godis flessh & his fet & hise 
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fyue woundis Arn more in his mynde ban be memorie of his 
foundours. 1695 ConcreEve Love for L. 1. xv, Flesh, you 
don’t think I’m false-hearted, like a Land-Man. 17oz CisBer 
Love Makes Man 1.1, Flesh and Fire! do but speak to 
her, Man, 1728 Vanpr. & Cis. Prov. Husb.1. i. 29 Flesh! 
I thought we should never ha’ got hither ! 

10. The animal or physical nature of man; 
human nature as subject to corporeal necessities 
and limitations. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 41 Witudlice se gast is hreed, 
and beet flesc ys untrum. a@x1225 Ancr. R. 132 Ine bitter- 
nesse of flesche, bered Godes rode. ¢1300 Beket 259 The 
here he dude next his liche, his flesches maister to beo. ¢1384 
Cuaucer H. Fame 1. 49 But that our flessh ne hath no 
myght To understond hyt aryght. 1393 Lancet. P. P/. C. 
Iv. 59 Hit is bote frelete of flesch. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W.de 
W. 1531) 8b, They must despyse .. all delectacyons of the 
flesshe. 1559 MWirr. Mag., Fack Cade iv, Flesh is soft And 
yeldes it selfe to pleasure that it loueth. 1602 SHaxs. Ham. 
1. 1. 63 The Heart-ake, and the thousand Naturall shockes 
That Flesh is heyre too, 1634 Hapincton Castara (Arb.) 
129 Flesh is loath By meditation to fore see How [etc.]. 
1853 Kincstey Hyfatia xxx, But though she had found 
trouble in the flesh, her spirit knew none. 1883 FRoupE 
Short Stud. 1V.1. iti. 40 The archbishop retired to his see 
to afflict his flesh with public austerities. 

b. In expressions relating to the Incarnation. 
The days of his flesh: the period of his earthly life. 

¢1000 Ags. Gosp. Johni. 14 Pat word wes flzsc 3eworden. 
c1z00 OrmIN 19201, & Godess Word iss makedd flesh. 
a1250 Orison our Lord 6 in O. E£. Misc. 139 pi goddede 
wes ihud in fleysse. @1300 Cursor MM. 14342 (Cott.), I haf 
tan flexs emang mine aun. 1382 Wyctiir Hed. v. 7 The 
which in the dayes of his fleisch offringe preieris and 
bisechingis to God. 1642 Rocrrs Vaaman 2 Our Lord 
Jesus himselfe all the daies of his abasement and flesh 
endured them, 

ll. The sensual appetites and inclinations as 
antagonistic to the nobler elements of human nature. 
In theological language (after St. Paul’s use of 
oapé) applied more widely to the depraved nature 
of man in its conflict with the promptings of the 
Spirit. Szzs of the flesh: esp. those of unchastity. 

¢1z00 Vices & Virtues (1888) 23 And folzed hire flesches 
wille. a1300 Cursor M. 10103 (Cott.) Ic am..wit thrin fas 
bi-thrett, bis werld, my fleche, be warlau als. 1382 Wyciir 
Rom. viii. 8 Thei that ben in fleisch, mown not plese to God. 
1386 Cuaucer Pars. T, P 279 If pat a man wipstonde .. be 
firste entisynges of his fleisshe. cx1g00 New Wot-br. Maya 
237 in Hazl. &. P, P. II. 1x The devyll, his flesshe, The 
worlde all fresshe, Provoke hym day and nyght. 1642 
Futter Holy & Prof, St. v. ix. 391, I know what Flesh will 
object. @172z9 CLARKE Sev. 1 Cor. xiii. 3 Wks. (1738) 
xlviii. 300 Disapproving the opinions of those whom a man 
sincerely thinks to be in the wrong, is not a work of the 
Flesh. 1823 SHELLEY Hed/as 156 By.. conquering penance 
of the mutinous flesh. 1882 Farrar Early Chr. Il. 423 
Things which tend to the gratification of the flesh. 

IIL. atirzd. and Como. 

12. General relations: a. simple attrib. (sense 1), 
as | flesh-budget, -bunch, -burden, -frame, -pimple, 
-pistol (fig. of a person), -vind, -stuff; (sense 4), as 
+ flesh-ax, + -broth, -diet, *-kind, + -kit, + -market, 
meal, + -~pie, -provision, + -stall, + -victual; (sense 
5), as flesh-tint; (sense 9), as flesh-kinsman ; 
(sense 10, 11), as flesh-delight, -lust. 

1424 in Kennett Par. Avtzg. (1818) I]. 255 Et in magna 
secure vocat. *fleschaxe xv. den. 1676 WISEMAN Surgery 
i. xii. 204 Her Leg being extreamly emaciated .. I advised 
the bathing it with *Flesh-broth. 1592 NasHEe P. Pevzlesse 
Wks. (Grosart) II. 72 That surfit-swolne Churles .. might 
bee constrained to carrie their *flesh budgets from place to 
place on foote. 1841 Brownine Piffa Introd. 90 Plump as 
the *flesh-bunch on some Turk bird’s poll. 1605 SyLVESTER 
tr. Nove’s Profit Imprisonm. 627 Here below this fraile 
*flesh-burden tyes him. /ézd. 218 Mid the *flesh-delights 
to rust in idle ease. 1731 ARBUTHNoT AZiments I. Vi. Vi. § 5 
Acidity in the Infant may be cur’d by a *Flesh-Diet in the 
Nurse. 1839 Baitey Festus xix. (1848) 210 Some, that Christ 
Received His *flesh-frame of the elements. 1860 Farrar 
Orig, Lang. vi. 130 Language is the *flesh-garment ofthought. 
1712 W. Rocers Voy. 357 A good Quantity of Bread and 
Sweetmeats .. but little of *Flesh-kind. ¢1300 Cursor M. 
20068 (Edin.) Iohan pat was his *fles kinseman. 1575 (ich- 
mond. Wills (Surtees) 255, 1 *fleshekytt, ijt. a@1300 Cursor 
M.17227(Géott.) Mi *fless lust to fulfill. 1535 CoverDaLE1Cor. 
x, 25 What soeuer is solde in the *fleshmarket that eate. 
1766 WesLey #77. 13 June, I began preaching in the flesh- 
market. 1748 Azson’s Voy. 1. ii. 313 Instead of one reason- 
able *flesh-meal, they were now scarcely satisfied with 
three. 1616-6x Hotypay Persiis 336 I’m pleas’d now Upon 
the people to bestow a doal Of oile and “flesh-pies. 1587 
Mascatt Govt. Cat/ell 1. (1653) 13 Barbes, which .. will 
grow and hang like *flesh-pimples under his tongue. 1608 
Macuin Dumb Knight ut. in Hazl. Dodsley X. 164 My 
noble firelock of a *flesh pistol. 1795 Burke Ov Scarcity 
Wks. VII. 411 Another cause. .tended to produce a scarcity 
in *flesh provision. 1593 Nasne Christ’s 7, Wks. (Grosart) 
IV. 173 It had stript his soule foorth of his *fleshe rinde. 
14.. Medulla in Cath, Angl. 135 note, Laniatorium, a 
*fflessh stal. 1855 Browninc By the Mireside xxiv, Your 
soul .. Piercing its fine *flesh-stuff. 1838 Dickens Wich. 
Nick. x, A bright salmon *flesh-tint. 1562-3 Act 5 £iiz. 
c. 5 § 1x In sparing and encrease of *Fleshe Victuall of this 
Realme. — 

b. objective, as flesh-eater, -former, -maker, 
-pleaser, + -tawer, -vourer sbs.; flesh-pleasing 
vbl. sb.; flesh-amazing, -consuming, -devouring, 
-eating, -enraging, -mangling, pleasing, | -cawzing, 
-transpiercing ppl. adjs. 

1679 Kracu Glorious Lover 1. vy. 285 Hark! dost not hear 
that *flesh-amazing cry? 1603 J. Davies Microcosmos 
(Grosart) 63/1 Streight away they weare .. With *flesh-con- 
suming fleshly fraile delight. 1609 — Holy Roede (Grosart) 
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22/t The Monster *Ilesh-deuouring Death. 1616 J. LANE 
Contin. Sgr.'s T. x. 433 Not Diomedes horse (*fleshe eatr of 
men) had e’ar th’obedience this atchiv’d o’re them. 1862 
H. Spencer First Princ. 1. xiv. § 110 (1875) 315 Among 
animals the flesh-eaters cannot exist without the plant-eaters. 
1592 NasHE PP. Penilesse Wks. (Grosart) II. 73 We are such 
*flesh-eating Saracens, a1618 J. Davirs Wittes pilgrimage 
(Grosart) 39/2 *Flesh-enraging Lust. 1873 E. Smitu Foods 
6 The division of foods into the two great classes of *flesh- 
formers and heat-generators. 1550 BALE Eng. Votaries u. 
Eijb, Callynge bothe hym & his masmongers pulpifices, 
that is to saye, *fleshe-makers. 1813 SHELLEY Q, JZad vu. 
179 The *flesh-mangling scourge. 1586 WHETSTONE Lng. 
Mirror 63 One of these *fleshpleasers was the heretique 
Corinthius. 1647 Trapp Comm. Epist. 176 His watchfull 
soul, displeased deeply with that *flesh-pleasing force. 1677 
Horneck Gt. Law Consid. iv. (1704) 128 He..is enticed to 
idleness, to *flesh-pleasing. cxoso Suppl, At /fric’s Voce. 
in Wr.-Wiilcker 189 Lanzo, uel lanista, uel carnifex.. 
fleectawere [stc J7S.]. 1609 J. Davies Holy Roode (Grosart) 
11/t On his virgin skin..*Flesh-tawing Whips engrosse the 
deeds of Hate! /d7d. 13/1 *Flesh-transpiercing Thornes. 
1533 TinpaLe Supper of Lord Cv, Thys carnall *fleshe 
vowerer and fleshly Jewe. 

e. instrumental, etc., as flesh-clogged, -clouded, 
freed, -gorged, -manured, -smelling. 

1847 Craic, */lesh-clogged. 1869 W. P. Mackay Grace & 
Truth 215 This will ever be. .the longing of my flesh-clogged 
soul. 1647 H. More Cufpids Confiict |x, Earthly minds .. 
Discern not this *flesh-clouded Deity. c1599 SYLVESTER 
LE pit. Death B. Nicolson Wks. (Grosart) II. 339/z Friends.. 
Whose *flesh-freed Souls are henceforth free from sinning, 
1878 Brownine La Saisiaz 437 A touch .. lifts his spirit 
where, flesh-freed, Knowledge shall be rightly named so. 
1804 J. GraHAME Sabbath (1808) 45 The croak of *flesh- 
gorged ravens, 1893 Nasue Chrzst’s T. Wks. (Grosart) IV. 
94 A newe storie of *flesh-manured earth haue they cast 
ypon it. 1627 May Lucan vi. (1635) K vij b, Their ashy 
garments, and *flesh-smelling coales. 

d. similative, as flesh-like adj.; flesh-pink, -red 
adj. and quasi-sb. Also FLESH-COLOURED a. 

1ssz2_ Hutort, *Fleshlike .. carnavius. 1653 WALTON 
Angler 166 Carps have .. a piece of flesh-like-fish in their 
mouth like a tongue. 1882 Garden 17 June 432/1 In colour 
it is a beautiful *flesh-pink. 181z9 CHILDREN Chem. Anal, 
380 A faint *flesh red colour, 1843 PortLtock Geol, 219 
Crystals. .of a yellowish-white or light flesh-red. 

13. Special comb.: flesh-bag (s/ang), a shirt ; 
+ flesh-baste v. (see quot. 1611); also (after 
Baste v.2) to beat about the body; flesh-beam 
=fleshing-beam ; flesh-bird, one that lives upon 
flesh; a carnivorous bird; + flesh-board, ? = 
Jieshing-board; + flesh-brand, a mark burnt 
into the flesh; hence >} flesh-branded Za. ffle.; 
+flesh-bred a., thoroughly trained (in crime); 
+ flesh-broker, slang (see quots.); so + flesh- 
brokery ; flesh-brush, a brush used for rubbing 
the surface of the body, in order to excite the cir- 
culation; +flesh-company, sexual intercourse ; 
+ flesh-crook, ? akind of fork with hooked prongs ; 
cf. FLESH-HOOK ; flesh-crow, a dialect name for 
the carrion crow (Corvus corone); ’} flesh-day, 
a day on which flesh may be eaten; > flesh- 
dresser, ? applied to the beadle who flogged pros- 
titutes ; flesh-fallen a., emaciated ; }flesh-father, 
a father ‘after the flesh’, an earthly father; flesh- 
flea, the chigoe, Sarcopsylla penetrans (Cent. 
Dict.);  flesh-fonding, the act of gratifying 
fleshly appetites or desires; flesh-fork, a fork 
for removing meat from the pot; flesh-germ, 
a synonym of Sarcophyte (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884) ; 
flesh-glove, a glove used to stimulate the cir- 
culation by rubbing the flesh; +} flesh- glue = 
SARCOCOLLA; + flesh-hold, flesh enough to be 
held with the teeth; flesh-juice, ‘the reddish, 
acid liquid which is contained in dead muscle’ 
(Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884); flesh-knife = /leshing- 
knife; + flesh-leech, a physician for the body; 
+ flesh-marked fa. pple., having a mark on the 
body (cf. flesh-branded); flesh-quake [after the 
analogy of EARTHQUAKE], a trembling of the body ; 
flesh side, the side of a skin that was nearest 
the flesh (see 6); ‘the rough side of a leather 
belt’ (Lockwood); + flesh-spades (humorous), the 
finger-nails; +flesh-string, a muscle; + flesh- 
tailor, humorously, one who sews up wounds; a 
surgeon ; flesh-taster, an officer appointed to test 
the wholesomeness of meat; + fleshtimber, 
corporeal matter ; +flesh-time, a time when flesh 
may be eaten; flesh-traffic, ‘the slave trade’ 
(Adm. Smyth); flesh-wound, a wound that does 
not extend beyond the flesh. / 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., *Flesh-bag, a shirt. 1820 
London Mag. 1. 29 They are often without a flesh-bag to 
their backs, 16zz Corer., Glacer .. to *flesh-bast, or stitch 
downe the lyning of a garment, thereby to keepe it from 
sagging. 1639 SHIRLEY (Zaid’s Rev. wv. ii, We were going 
to *flesh-baste one another. 1796 Coreripce Yo Yung. 
Man of Fortune Poems (1863) 263 O’er his uncoffined 
limbs The flocking *flesh-birds screamed. 1411 WVotting- 
ham Rec. Ul. 86, j.*fleschbord. 1646 GAULE Cases Consc. 
ros Whether all Witches have Corporall Markes, or dia- 
bolicall *Flesh-brands. 1675 Lod. Gaz. No. 999/4 A 
Chesnut Sorrel Gelding .. with I. S. *flesh branded on the 
Shoulder. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. (4568) II. 804 
A felow *flesh bred in murther before time. a@1zoo B. E. 
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Dict. Cant. Crew, *Flesh-broker, a Match-maker; also a 
Bawd, J/bid., Spiritualflesh-broker,a Parson. a1643 W. 
Cartwricut Ordinary v. iv. (1651) 86 She .. that is So 
expert grown in this *flesh Brokery. 1704 F. Futter J/ed. 
Gymn. (1718) 197 Chafing of the Skin, or .. the Use of the 
*Flesh-Brush. 1884 Cassell’s Family Mag. Feb. 143/2 Fric- 
tion with rough towels and flesh-brush. 1522 World & Child 
in Hazl. Dodsley I. 273 The Son of God sickerly Took flesh 
and blood of the Virgin Mary, Without touching of man’s 
*flesh-company. 1465 Reg. Gild Corp. Chr. York (1872) 295 
Et j fustinula vocata *fleschcroke. 1576 E, JoHNSoN in 
Durham Depos. (Surtees) 312 If ther were a hundrethe 
devils of hell. . with fleshe croks in their hands. .he wold run 
throughe them all to hir. 1885 Swainson Prov. Namzes 
Brit. Birds 82 Carrion Crow (Corvus corone), so called from 
the bird’s habit of feeding on the flesh of dead animals; 
whence also..*Flesh crow. ¢1440 Anc. Cookery in Househ. 
Ord. (1790) 429 Tempur hom, on fyssheday wyth wyn, and 
on *flesheday with broth of flesh. 1584-5 Act 27 Ezz. 
c. 11 § 4 To utter and sell all maner of Sea Fish upon 
any Flesh Daye in the Weeke. 1674 Jossetyn Voy. New 
Eng. 13 Three flesh dayes in the week. 1620 MELTON 
Astrolog. 32 Tom Todd and his fellow *flesh-dressers. 1876 
Tennyson Harold 1.i, Am I not Work-wan, *flesh-fallen? 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Flesh-fallen, bodily pined.  13.. 
Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. xxxii. 240 3e-hedde bobe 
on *flesch-fadur. 1558 GRIMALDE Cicero's Offices Pref. to 
Rdr., In ryotting and banketing or in outragious *flesh- 
fondinges. 1662 SourH Sevz. (1823) I. 109 To scour the 
*flesh-forks. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Flesh- 
Jork, a long, two-pronged iron fork for getting up meat out 
of a pot or caldron. 1818 Sforting Mag. Il. 225 Rubbing.. 
my body..with the mohair *flesh-glove. 1639 RowsBoTHAM 
Gate Lang. Uni. xi. § 124 Frankincense, mastick, rosin, 
*flesh-glue are the juices and gums of certain trees. ‘1621 
SANDERSON 12 Servm. (1637) 369 There was *flesh-hould 
enough for the riming Satyrists.. whereon to fasten the 
sorest and the strongest teeth they had. 1881 Lezcestersh, 
Gloss., *Flesh-knife, the knife used by tanners to scrape or 
pare the flesh from the hide on the ‘fleshing-beam’. ¢1340 
Cursor M, 27382 (Fairf.) Rizt as *flesshe leche salle dele 
wip diuerse saluis to saris hele. 1682 Loud. Gaz. No. 1723/4 
A large bay Nag..*Flesh-markt on the off Shoulder. 1631 
B. Jonson New /une To himselfe 6 They may, blood-shaken 
then, Feel such a *flesh-quake to possesse their powers, As 
they shall cry like ours. 1820.L. Hunt Jndicator No. 26 
(1822) I. 20t The fever of the soul..renders us liable to our 
most terrible ‘flesh-quakes’. 1630 Charter in Maitland His¢. 
L£din, wW. (1753) 298 ‘That none of the Trade presume to brock 
sheep-skins on the Rim or *Flesh-side. 1792 J. BeLKNap 
Hist. New-Hampshire I11. 159 Skins..with the flesh sides 
together. 1749 Fietpinc Jom Yones xt. viii, The injury 
done to the beauty of her husband by the *flesh-spades o 
Mrs. Honour. 1587 Gotpinc De Mornay xiv. 225 Wee see 
in mans body..a greate nomber of sinewes, *Fleshstrings, and 
knitters. 1633 Forp ’77zs Pity m1, vii, Here's a stitch fallen 
in my guts; oh for a *flesh-tailor quickly. 1766 Entick 
London IV. 403 Four aleconners, and four *flesh-tasters, 
1860 W. WuitE All round Wrekin xx, (ed. 2) 195 The 
‘hardware village’, as folk called it [Birmingham], with. .an 
ale-taster and a flesh-taster among its functionaries. @ 1225 
Leg, Kath, 1188 Nes nawt iteiet to be treo per he deide 
upon, to drahen, buten *fleschtimber. ¢1430 Hotranp 
flowlat 696 In *flesche tyme, quhen the fische war away 
flemyt. 1611 Corcr., Charnazut, flesh-time. a 1674 CLAREN- 
pon /7/ist. Reb. xiv. (1704) III. 397 Poor Wogan .. receiv’d 
upon a Party an ordinary *flesh wound, 1856 Kane A7ct. 
Lxpl. 1. xxix. 398, I hit .. one of our dogs..luckily a flesh- 


wound only. 
Flesh (flef), v. [f. prec. sb.] 


1. ¢vans. To reward (a hawk or hound) with a 
portion of the flesh of the game killed, in order to 
excite his eagerness in the chase. Hence in wider 
sense, to render (an animal) eager for prey by the 
taste of blood. 


1530 PatsGr. 551/2 Flesshe, as we do an hounde, whan 
we gyve him any parte of a wylde beest to encourage hym 
to ronne wel. 1576 TurBeErv. levxervie 131 Those rewardes 
-. will much better flesh and encourage the houndes. 1609 
Hoiiann Amun. Marcell. xxvii. xiii. 346 Ravening foules 
made more cruell and eagre with the tast of bloud that had 
so fleshed them. 1633 T. Apams E-xf. 2 Peter ii. 4 An old 
bitten cur, that being fleshed to the game, will not be 
staved off. a1743 Savacr Valentine's Day 7 No crocodile 
there flesh’d with prey appears. 1751 SmoLteTT Per. Pic. 
(1779) I. viii. 70 Before they had fleshed the hounds, he 
recollected himself, 

2. transf. and fig. a. To initiate in or inure to 
bloodshed or warfare. 

1530 Patsc. 416/2 He his fleshed and accustomed to 
kyll men lyke shepe, a@x6r1 Forman Diary 8 Simon 
would not shrink for a bluddi nose with any boye, for he 
was then thorowly fleshed. 1646 Sir J, Trmpte Jrish 
Rebell. 86 Flesht and blooded in the slaughter of many 
thousands of the English nation. 1704 J. Bratr in W. S. 
Perry Hist. Coll. Amer. Coll. Ch, 1. 110 Soldiers well 
fleshed in blood. .can’t endure to be reduced to private life 
again. 1826 E, Irvinc Badylon I. 1. 143 France..had 
been well fleshed in the work of blood by maiming and 
wounding herself. 1863 KinGLAKr Crimea (1877) II. iv. 41 
He fleshed his troops by indulging them with enterprises 
against the enemy’s posts. 

+b. Hence, To initiate zz, inure or habituate ¢o 
any practice ; to render inveterate, harden (in wrong 
doing), Also, to render (errors or vices) inveterate. 

1581 Savite Zacitus’ Hist. wu. xv. (1591) 123 To the ende 
that the souldiers..might be enured and fleshed in ciuill 
spoile. 1597-8 Br. Hart Sat. 1. vi. 52 When he is once 
fleshed to the Presse..He sends forth thraues of Ballads 
to the sale. 1664 H. More Myst. Inig. xii. 153 Were 
not this a mere method of fleshing men in Jeudness 
and wickedness. 1665 GLANvILL Scepsis Sci. x. 53 Yet 
others [Errors] are so flesht in us, that they maintain their 
interest upon the deceptibility of our decayed Nature. 
1704 Swirry T, Tub Wks. 1760 I. 53 Fleshed at these smaller 
Aaah like young wolves, they grew up in time to be 
aimble. 
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e. To inflame the ardour, rage, or cupidity of 
(a person) by a foretaste of success or gratification 
(cf. flesh) ; to incite, animate. ? Ods. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 28 Being flesshid 
and animatid as he was bi his tutors preamble. ?c 1600 
Distracted Emp. v. i. in Bullen O. PZ, LI. 242 There is no 
devyll in me..That could have flesht me to thy violent 
deathe. 1612-5 Br. Hatt Contenzpl., O. T, vut. iv, The 
Israelites were so fleshed with their former victorie, that 
now they think no walls..can stand before them. 1660 
T. M. Hist. Independ. iv. 56 The newes of this victory so 
fleshed our bloodhounds that they began to boast above 
measure. 1671 SHADWELL Hwsmourist iv, This..Bully.. 
was flesh’d, and would needs show his valour upon my 
shoulders. 1700 Drypen Mables, Ajax § Ulysses 137 Him, 
flesh'd with slaughter, and with conquest crown’d. 

3. To plunge (a weapon, etc.) into the flesh. Also 
(originally with allusion to I or 2 a), Zo flesh one’s 
(maiden, virgin) sword: to use it for the first time 
upon flesh, to fight one’s first battle. 

1590 MartowE 2nd Pt. Tamburl. wv.i, He.. Beats down 
our foes, to flesh our taintless swords. 1597 Suaks. 2 //en./V, 
Iv. v. 133 The wilde Dogge Shall flesh his tooth in euery 
Innocent. 1622 Dekker Virg. Marti 1. Wks. 1873 1V. 8 
Antonius, so well hath flesh’d his maiden sword, 1725 Pore 
Odyss. xx. 461 Impatient strait to flesh his virgin-sword. 
1866 Cornh. Mag. May 630 These rude retainers. .some- 
times finish by fleshing their knives to the haft in each 
other. 1867 F. Francis Angling iv. (1880) 113 The barbs 
of the hooks not being fleshed in them. 

b. transf. and fig. 

@ 1592 GREENE Sedinens Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 231 To see the 
brethren disinherited, To flesh their anger one vpon 
another. 1695 BrackmMore Pr. Arth. iv. 575 [He] flesht 
his Courage first in Saxon Blood. 1814 Byron Corsair 11. 
i. 17 All..seek To flesh their glowing valour on the Greek. 
1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. i, Clerks have been in the habit 
of fleshing their wit upon it. 1870 LowEti A song my Bhs. 
Ser. 1. (1873) 372 The poor youth, just fleshing his maiden 
pen in criticism. 

ec. To gratify (lust or destructive rage). 

r60r1 SHaxs. Ad/’s Well ww. iii. 19 This night he fleshes his 
will in the spoyle of her honour, 1818 Scort Hrt. Mid. 
lii, He intended to..break into Butler’s peaceful habitation, 
and flesh at once his appetite for plunder and revenge. 


4. To clothe (a skeleton) with flesh; to embody 


in flesh. Also with out, over. Chiefly fig. 

@1661 Futter Worthies i. (1662) 2 This bare Sceleton of 
Time, Place, and Person must be fleshed with some 
pleasant passages. 1862 V. Brit. Rev. May, 519 The 
strong imagination has difficulty enough to get fleshed. .so 
as to dwell in common human forms. 1879 Blackw. Mag. 
Aug, 212 The making of man—a skeleton gradually fleshed 
over. 1886 G. ALLEN Maimie’s Sake xi, A dainty bit of 
..word-painting, fleshed out and rendered thinkable, 

+b. To make fleshy; to fatten. Ods. 

@1682 Sir T. Browne 7vacts 115 To restore and well 
Flesh them, they commonly gave them Hogs Flesh. 1682 
and Plea for Nonconformists 16 The Rooks, the Informers, 
-.hope to flesh themselves by picking the bones of the 
Nonconformists. 

Jig. «1627 MippLEton Spanish Gipsy 1, Flesh me with 
gold, fat me with silver. 

5. Leather-manuf. To remove the adhering 
flesh from (a skin or hide). 

1777 [see FLesuinG 2]. 1880 Ties 27 Sept. 12/6 Un- 
hairing, fleshing, and scudding all kinds of skins, 1885 A. 
Warr Leather Manuf. x, 120 After the hair is removed the 
hides are fleshed. 

6. To paint flesh-colour. 

1861 Mayurew Lond. Labour Il. 209/t For colour- 
ing we [photographers] charge 3d more.. We flesh the face 
--and blue the coat and colour the tablecloth. 

Flesh and blood. 

1. Used as representing the material of which 
man’s physical frame is composed; the body. Jz 
flesh and blood: in a bodily form, or in a living 
form. Zo take flesh and blood: to become incarnate. 

a1340 Hamrote Psalter xvii. 11 He maked his son to 
take fleisse and blode. 1393 Lancet. P. Pl. C. 1. 153 
Whanne hit hadde of be [folde] flesch and blod ytake. 
1509 Parl. Devylles \xxii, I..toke flesshe and blode a 
mayde within, 1588 Suaxs. Z. ZL. L. 1. i. 186, I would see 
his own person in flesh and blood. 1874 Blackie SelféCult. 
39 A student ought to be. .careful about..the sound condi- 
tion of his flesh and blood. 

Jig. 1861 O’Curry Lect. MS. Materials 153 A skeleton, 
to be at some future time clothed with flesh and blood. 

b. Mankind; an individual man or men, Also 
predicatively Zo be flesh and blood: to be human, 
have human feelings or weaknesses. 

¢1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xvi. 17 Hit be ne onwreah flasc 
ne blod. x60r Suaxs. Ad/’s Well. iil. 38 A wicked crea- 
ture, as you and all flesh and blood are. 1636 MAssINGER 
Gt. Dk. Florence u, iii, 1 am flesh and blood, and have 
affections Like other men. 1694 Concreve Double Dealer 
1. i, Maskwell is flesh and blood at best, 1832 Blackw. 
Mag. July 61/2 British flesh and blood were sacrificed 
to the theories of cold-blooded political economists. 1874 
L. SterHen Hours in Library (1892) I. x. 346 Our grand- 
fathers were human beings..in Walpole’s pages they are 
still living flesh and blood. 

ec. Humannature withits emotionsand infirmities, 

c 1450 tr, De Imitatione 1. xxx, My god, lete not flesshe 
and blode ouercome me. 1598 SytvesTER Dz Bartas u. i. 
u. Ltposture 484 Heer I conceive that flesh and bloud will 
brangle. 168x Drypen Ads. §& Achit. 96 And what was 
harder yet to flesh and blood, Their gods disgraced. 1714 
Pore Epil. Rowe's Fane Shore 47 A piece of failing flesh 
and blood. 1 Dickens Mart. Chuz. vii, There are 
certain things which flesh and blood cannot bear. 

d. attrib. or adj. Having actual human existence. 

1824 Miss Ferrier Jzher. ix, A real flesh and blood 














FLESHER. 


living person. 1861 T. A. Trottope La Beata I. i. 6 
Those other flesh and blood visitors, 

2. (One’s) near kindred. 

a 1300 Cursor AT, 4129 (Cott.) He..es your aun fless and 
blod. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 149 He ne shulde his counseil 
hide From hir that..was so nigh flesshe and bloud. 1563-87 
Foxe A. & AZ, (1631) III. x1. 131/2 This sorrowfull sight of 
his owne flesh and bloud could nothing moue him. 1596 
Suaxs. Merch. V.u. ii. 98. 1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. v. vi, 
Athanasius..had not spared his own flesh and blood. 

3. slang. Brandy and port in equal quantities. 

1825 C. M. Wesrmacotr Lg. Spy I. 294 Draughts com- 
posed of bishop and flesh and blood. ’ 

A. The plant Potentilla Tormentilla; also, the 


name of a kind of apple. 

1853 G. Jounston Nat, Hist, E. Bord. 72 Tormentil.. 
The plant itself, under the name Flesh-and-Blood, is 
a popular astringent medicine for children. 1882 Devonsh. 
Plant-n., Flesh and Blood..a certain kind of Apple. 

Fle‘sh-colour. [f. Fuesa sd.+Corour.] The 
colour of the flesh (of a ‘white’ human being) as 
seen through the skin ; usually employed to denote 
a tint composed of ‘a light pink with a little 
yellow’ (O’Neill Dyeing 1862). 

1611 CotGr., Baillet, a pale red, or flesh colour, 1674 Jos- 
sELyn Voy. New Eng. 74 The flesh of it [water-melon] is 
of a flesh colour. 1882 Garden 15 July 58/2 Flowers of fine 
substance and form .. flesh colour, suffused with pink. 

b. attrzb. or adj. =next. 

17xx Appison Sect. No. 13 #3 He once gave him a Ripp 

is flesh-colour Doublet. 

Fle‘sh-coloured, ¢. Of the colour of flesh. 

1752 Sir J. Hint Hist. Anim. 95 The little flesh-coloured 
actinia. 1774 GoLpsm. Hist. Earth V.1. xi.115 The head 
and neck are without feathers covered with a flesh-coloured 
skin on the upper part. 1840 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. 
Agric. (ed. 4) 1. 177 ‘The flesh-coloured clover. 1861 Miss 
Pratr Flower Pl. IV. 93 Flesh-coloured Speedwell. 

Fleshed (fleft), 347.2. [f Fuesusd. andv.+-zp.] 

1, Clothed or furnished with flesh: chiefly with 
some defining prefix. Also, fleshed and boned. 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv. (E. E. T.S.) 224 Lytill 
..lymes of the body, and lene y flesshide. 1594 Carew 
Huarte's Exam. Wits (1616) 276 To be meanely fleshed, that 
is, neither ouermuch nor verie little. 1611 Biste Gex. xli. 2 
There came vp out of the riuer seuen well fauoured kine, and 
fat fleshed. 1674 JosseLyn Voy. New Eng. 99 The Partridge 
is larger than ours, white flesht. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa 
Wks. 1883 VII. 287 His loose fleshed wabbling chaps, which 
hung on his shoulders, 1851 Rusxin JZod. Paint. Il. u. m1. 
iv. § 16 Painters..who can set the supernatural form before 
us, fleshed and boned like ourselves. 1858 Hoce Life 
Shelley II. x. 316 My. .hostess asked me..what I thought 
of the handsome, well-fleshed girl? 1869 Dazly News 30 
July, A very sleek, level-fleshed bull. ’ 

b. of fruit (with defining prefix). 

1859 JerHson Brittany y. 63 The magnificent orange- 
fleshed melon. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. iv. (1873) 67 
A yellow or purple fleshed fruit. 

2. (Cf. F. acharné. a. Inured to bloodshed, 
hardened. b. Eager for battle. ec. Animated by 
relentless hatred, bent on the destruction or injury 


of a person. Const. zor. 

a@. 1594 SHAks. Lich. J//, iv. iii. 6 They were flesht 
Villaines, bloody Dogges. a@ 1616 Beaum. & FL. Custozz of 
Country 1. i, A flesh’d ruffian. 

b. 1891 Horsty 77az. (Hakluyt Soc.) 263 The Poll.. with 
his. .now fleshed armye, assaults. .townes of the Muscovetts, 
1719 D’Urrey Pidls I. 355 The Jacks are fierce, and Wil- 
liamites are flesh’d. 

Cc. c1620 Trag. Barnavelt w. iii. in Bullen Old PZ. (1383) 
Il. 277 There can be no attonement. . Vandort is fleshd upon 
me. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s [ron Age 176 They were so 
fleshed upon one another, that they aspired to nothing less 
then peace. 

Fleshen (fle{’n), a. rave. [f. Fumsy 5d, +-En 4, 
OE. had fleescen.] Composed of flesh. 

[a1000 Prudentius Glosses in Germania XXIII. 3094/2 
Carnulenta, flescene.] 1538 Goodly Prymer Lij, Gyue us 
a fleshen herte,a softe herte. 1879 Farrar St. Paud II, 
103 Written. .not on stonen tablets, but on fleshen tablets, 


Flesher (flefor). Chiefly Sc. Forms: 4-7 
fles(c)har, -ir, -or, -(e)our, 7- flesher. [f. Fiusu 
5b.+-ER, Cf. Ger. flezscher; also FLESHHEWER, 


of which this may be an alteration. ] 

1. A dealer in flesh, a butcher. 

1369 Mem. Ripon (1882) I. 137 Joh. de Staynlay, Fleshour. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 135/2 A Fleschour, macellarius. 1533 
BELLENDEN Livy uu. (1822) 274 He pullit ane swerde fra 
ane flescheour, @1651 CaLpeRwoop //ist. Airk (1843) II, 
z2t A fleshiour, named Sandersone, had putt away his 
lawfull wife. 1826 J. Witson Woct. Amdr. Wks. 1855 I. 
186 A bit schachlin ewe-necked powney, coft frae a sporting 
flesher. 1853 READE Chr. Fohnstone 176 The baddish boy 
had obtained them [steaks]. .at the flesher’s. 

transf. 1533 BeLtenDEN Livy u, (1822) 160 The pepill 
had na litill indignacioun that this Marcius suld rise sa 
haistelie to be thair new fleschour and skurgeare. 

2. U.S, A tool for fleshing hides ; a fleshing-knife. 

1885 C. T, Davis Manuf. Leather 309 The saw-toothed 
flesher sometimes employed for dry hides. 

Hence Fle’shery (.Sc.) ‘The business of a butcher; 
now called Fleshing’ (Jam. Suppl. 1825). 

1483 [see FLESHHEWERY], 1541 Aberdeen Reg. V. 19 (Jam.), 
The counsale licent him to yse his craft of fleshary to outred 
his pennyworths, 

+ Flesher 2, Ods. [f. FuzsH v.] An en- 
courager. 

1646 GAULE Cases Conse. 87 To advise them to prudence., 


in such a case ; is to be reputed..a Favourer and a Flesher 
of Witches, 


FLESH-FLY. 


Fle'sh-fly. 

_L. A fly which deposits its eggs (or, if viviparous, 
its larvee) in dead flesh; a blow-fly (as Musca 
vomitoria or Sarcophaga carnaria). Used by 
Wyclif to render L. cynomyia. 

.@1300 Cursor M. 5956 Hungri flies. .To fless-flies pal war 
likest. 1388 Wycuir Ps, lxxvii. 45 He sente a fleisch flie in to 
hem, and it eet hem. c 1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 
1494) u. xlii, There dare no flesshe flye rest vpon the pottes 
brynke. 1856 J. Heywoop Spider § F. v. 9 A fleshe flie as 
big as ahumble bee. 1658 RowLanp Moujfet’s Theat. Ins. 
934 The Flesh-fly. .is the biggest of all other, he hatha red- 
dish head, very greedy of flesh. 1789 G. WuitEe Sedborne 
xvii. (1853) 70 The maggots which turn to flesh-flies. 1861 
Hume tr. Moguin-Tandon u. ww. i. 237 The Flesh Fly .. 
produces a constant buzzing noise. 

2. fig. of persons. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks, 715 Esaus, and repro- 
bates, and very carnall fleshflyes. 1611 Srrep Hist. Gt. 
Grit. vu. ii. § 2. 378 Those flesh flies having once tasted the 
sweet, though often beaten off, would not long bee kept 
away. 1782 Cowrer Progr. Err. 324 These flesh-flies of 
the land, Who fasten without mercy on the fair. 1825 Ma- 
CAULAY Milton Ess. (1854) 15/2 If there be anything unsound, 
these flesh-flies detect it with unerring instinct. 

+ Fleshful, z. O’s—° [f. Fiusn sd. +-FUL.] 
Full of flesh, fat, plump. 1552 in HuLoer. 


*+ Flesh-hewer. Os. In 4 flessehewer, 
flesch-hewere, fleschewar, 5 fleschewer, Sc. 
fleschowar. [Cf. Du. vleeschhouwer, MHG. 
vleischhouwer.| A butcher. 

1335 Nottinghant Records 1. 431 Flesshewergate (Vicus 
Carnificum). 1379 Poll Tax Returns for Sheffield in Shef 
Jield Gloss, (1888) s.v., Ricardus Stub, & Emma yxor ejus, 
fflessehewer, vj d. a1400 Burgh Laws \xiv. (Sc. Stat. 1.) 
Gif be fleschewar graythis ivil flesche he sal restor hym pe 
scathis bat aw pe bestys. 1444 Aberdeen Reg. 4 June, Item, 
that the fleschowaris dicht and mak clene the fleschous ilke 
ouke on Friday. 

Hence + Fleshhewery, a slaughter-house. 

1483 Cath. Angl, 135 A Fleschewrye, carnificium, 


Fle‘shhood, + -head. ech. [f. Frusx sd. + 
-HEAD, -HOOD.] a. Fleshly state or condition. b. 
The condition of being in the flesh, or becoming 
flesh ; incarnation. 

¢1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 11. xxx, The 
Soule myghte not that tyme for freelte of the flesshede 
suffre it soo. 1856 Mrs. Brownine Aur. Leigh vi. 1030 
God..who hast thyself Endured this flesh-hood. 

Fle‘sh-hook. 

1. A hook for removing meat from the pot. 

¢1325 in Rel, Ant. I. 292 Summe notes..arn..kroken 
a-weyward als a fleshoke. ©1386 CHaucer Som. T. 22 
Ful hard it is, with fleischhok or with oules To ben y-clawed, 
©1440 Promp. Parv, 166/1 Flesche hooke, creagra, fuscina. 
1514 Barcray Cyt. §& Uplondyshm. Pref. (Percy Soc.) 50 
The scullians..Came forth with whittles, some other with 
fleshhooks. 1611 BistE 2 Chvon. iv. 16 The pots also, and 
the shouels, and the fleshhookes. 

Jig. Bratuwair Descr. Death in Farr S. P. Fas. I. (1848) 
271 Earth-turned, mole-eied, flesh-hook, that puls us hence. 

2. dial, (See quot.) 

1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Flesh-hook, an iron hook with 
a long ‘stail,’ used to pull hides out of the tan-pits. 

3. A hook to hang meat upon; a ‘pot-hook’, 

1596 Nasue Saffron Walden Wks. (Grosart) Ill. 64 
These roguish Arsemetrique gibbets or flesh-hookes, and 
cyphers, or round oos. 1874 in Knicur Dict. Mech. 


+ Flesh house. O¢s. In 1 fléschtis, 5 flesh- 
usse, 6 fleshows. A place where meat is killed 


or sold; a butcher’s shop ; shambles. 

cxooo fEtrric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 184 Carnale, 
fleschus. 1435 Wotlinghane Rec. Il. 357 Y° Comon 
Fleshusse in y® Setterday Merkeht. 1503 Kalender of 
Sheph. E iij, Oon dyrk plays ful [of] tablys et of stankys 
as oon fleshows. 

Fleshify, v. xonce-wd. [f. FunsH+-(1)ry.] 
trans. To turn into flesh. Hence Fle‘shified p//. a. 

1768 [See Fisuiry.] 


Fleshiness (flefinés). Also 5 fleshnes. ff. 
FLESHY @.+-NESS.] The quality or state of being 


fleshy ; fullness of flesh. 

14.. tr. Secreta Secret, cxxxii. (E. E. T. S.) 117 With- 
oute greet fleshnes yn pe knees, 1533 Etvor Cast. Helthe 
I. (1541) 2/r Carnositie or fleshynesse. 1581 MUuLCASTER 
Positions xxi. (1887) 90 Running .. abateth the fleshinesse, 
and corpulence of the body. 164: Mitton Ch. Govt. 
i. ili, (1851) 170 A diet puffing up the soul with a slimy 
fleshinesse, 1788 Battie in PA. Trans. LXXVIIL. 358 
[He] used his right hand in preference to his left..which 
was readily discovered by. .the greater fleshiness of the arm. 
1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 72 Flowers, with no peculiar 
fleshiness in the anthers, 1883 G ALLEN in Lougm. Mag. 
July 311 (Strawberries), Suppose any ancestral potentilla 
ever to have shown any marked tendency towards fleshiness 
in the berry. 

Jig. 1644 Vaucuan Sevnz. 8 A Wisdom of the flesh. .a kind 
of flesh, and fleshines in the very mind and spirit. 

b. concr. A fleshy substance or growth, 

1616 Surri, & Marku, Country Farme 83'The male hath 

no combe, as our Cockes, but in stead thereof a red fleshi- 


nesse. 

Fleshing (flefin), 727. sd. [f. FLEsn a. and sé, 
+-ING1,] 

1. The action of inciting (hounds) to the chase by 
giving them a taste of flesh. 

1576 Turserv. Venerie 213 Greyhoundes will requyre 


greater fleshyng and encouragement to a Wolfe than to 
any other chace. x6xxr Corcr., Acharnement, a fleshing. 


2. Leather-manuf. The action or process of scrap- 
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ing off the pieces of flesh, etc., adhering to the flesh- 
side of a skin ; also Z/. that which is scraped off. 

1777 Macsriwe in Phil. Trans. LXVIII. 114 The opera- 
tion called fleshing..consists in a further scraping, with 
a particular kind of knife..and cutting away the jagged 
extremities and offal parts, such as the ears and nostrils. 
1860 Uye's Dict. Arts (ed. 5) Il. 676 The fleshings are 
pressed into cakes, and sold for making glue. 1885 A. Warr 
Leather Manuf. xxvi. 323 The unhairing and fleshing of 
calf skins. 

3. (See quot., and cf. Fiesu sé. 6.) 

1598 Frorio Andar in Carnafan, to go a fleshing or 
a wenching. 

A. Sc. ‘The business of a butcher’ (Jam. Sufi. 
1825). 

5. The distribution of the flesh on an animal. 

1876 Daily News 5 Dec. 2/t The dainty shapes, undeni- 
able style, and even fleshing of Sir W. C. Trevelyan’s beauti- 
ful white Irish and shorthorn cross. 

6. f/. A close-fitting, flesh-coloured garment of a 
light material, usually of silk, worn upon the stage 
to represent the natural skin; also fleshing-tights. 

1838 D. Jerrotp Aen of Character, $. Runnymede v. 
Wks, 1864 III. 189 Mind and be very particular with the 
fleshings. 185: Mayuew Lond. Labour (1861) III. 118/2 
‘Then I’m dressed up in fleshing tights. 1856 ALB. SmirH 
Sketches of Day Ser.1. u. i. 9 Any lovely spirit, whose silk 
fleshings move in pliant grace. 1879 Gro. Evior Zheo. 
Such x. 178 Ophelia in fleshings. 

7. Comb., as fleshing-beam (see quot.) ; flesh- 
ing-board=prec.; fleshing-iron=next; flesh- 
ing-knife (see quot. 1839); fleshing-shop, the 
place where skins are fleshed ; a beam-house. 

1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., Flesh-beam or *Fleshing-beam, 
a wooden instrument ..on which is suspended the hide to 
be dressed, for the purpose of scraping off any remains 
of the flesh, &c. 1547 Aberdeen Reg. 17 Feb., Item, ane 
*flesching buird, with ane fuyt and ane *flesching jrne. 
1839 Ure Dict. Arts 764 The *fleshing knife; a large two 
handled implement with a blunt edge, and bent to suit 
the curvature of the rounded beam of the wooden horse 
upon which the hide is scraped, 1885 A. Watr Leather 
Manuf, xxiv. 291 The goatskins, when ready for. .fleshing, 
are removed to the *fleshing shop. 

Fleshless (fle‘flés), a. 

1. Destitute of flesh. 

1586 MartoweE 1st Pt. Taniburl. v. ii, Death..is seated 
on my horsemen’s spears, And on their points his fleshless 
body feeds. 1607 Dekker Kut's Conjgur. (1842) 41 
Fleshlesse shin-bones dig’d out of graues. 1786 tr. Beck- 
JSord’s Vathek (1868) 113 The fleshless forms of the Pre- 
adamite Kings. 1842 Baruam Jzgol. Leg., Nell Cook, A 
fleshless, sapless, skeleton lay in that horrid well. 

+b. Without material substance ; phantom-like. 

a@ 1592 GREENE Alphonsus ut. (Rtldg.) 235/2 When thou 
know’st the certainty thereof, By fleshless visions shew it. 

2. Without superfluous flesh; emaciated, lean. 

1598 SyLvesTER Du Bartas u. i. wv. Handy Crafts 38 He 
chooseth one [horse].. With.. Dry Sinewy shanks; strong, 
fleshless knees. 1809 CrABBE Zales 36 Sheep .. fleshless, 
lank and lean. 1847 J. Witson Chr. North (1857) I. 161 
Racking pain was in her fleshless bones. 

+3. Without meat. Ods.—} 

c1394 P. Pl. Crede 787 Wortes flechles wroughte. 

+Fle‘shlihood. Alsofleshlihead. [f. FLESHLY 

+ -BEAD, -HoOD.] Fleshly state or condition, 


fleshliness, gratification of the flesh. 

¢1440 Hytton Scala Perf, (W. de W. 1494) 11. xxxii, And 
the more it is departed fro flesshlyhede the sharper sighte it 
hath. ¢1449 Pecock Repr. m1. vii. 319 Religiose men for- 
saking miche of worldlihode and of fleischlihode. 

+ Fleshlily. rare. [f. Fuwsuty a. +-ty2.] = 
FLESHLY adv. 

1614 J. Ropinson Relig. Comneunion 86 The most of 
them conceaving carnally or fleshlily of the Lords Covenant 
did glory in the flesh. 


Fleshliness (fleflinés). [OE. flésclicness, f. 
Jlksclic, FLESHLY + -NESS.] 
1. +a. InO.E.: Incarnate condition, b. Fleshly 


quality or state, carnality; ‘carnal passions or 
appetites’ (J.). 

c1ooo AEirric Hom. II, 278 Se Se, efter menniscum 
wisdome, wile smeagan ymbe 6a zerynu Christes fleesclic- 
nysse. 1388 Wyciir Devs. xvii, 17 Ful many wyues.. 
drawen his [the King’s] soule to ouer myche fleischlynesse. 
1450-1530 MMyrr. our Ladye 84 Thre maner of people 
.. were called to oure Lordes soper, and came not, for 
pryde for worldlynesse and for flesshelynesse, 1658 hole 
Duty Man xvi. 343 "Tis the carnality and fleshliness of our 
hearts that makes it seem so. 1859 I. Taytor Logic ix 
Theol. 338 That extreme creed which satisfies a sensuous 
and sensual fleshliness. 

++ 2. Fullness of flesh ; fleshiness. Ods.—° 

1552 Hutoet, Fleshlines, or abundaunce of flesh called 
carnositye, carzositas. 1880 Barer Alv. G 569 Grosse- 
nesse, or fleshlinesse, corfulentia. 1611 CorTcR., Car- 
nosité, fleshlinesse, fulnesse of flesh. 

+Fleshling. Oés. rare—'. [f. Fumsu sd. + 
-rine, Cf. wor/dling.] A fleshly-minded person. 

1548 Confut. N. Shaxton lv a, The justice of God .. is 
to rewarde the spirituall..with the blessynges promised, & 
the fleshlynges, the reprobate, with the plages thretned. 


Fleshly (flefli), a. and adv. [OE. flesclic, 
f. flesc, FLESH + -/éc, -LY 1] 
A. adj. 
I. Of or pertaining to the flesh, ie. the body. 
1. Of or pertaining to bodily appetites and indul- 
gences ; carnal, lascivious, sensual, Rarely of per- 
sons: Given up to bodily lusts; =CARNAL 3. 


[f. FLESH 5d, + -LESS.] 





FLESHLY. 


¢888 K. AEtrrep Boeth. xxxi. § 1 Hwet godes mazan we 
secgan on ba flesclican unbeawas. c1ooo AiiFRic How. 
II. 100 Unrihtlic bid beet se cristena mann flesclice lustas 
gefremme. c1200 Trix. Coll. Hone. 63 Widtied 3iu fro 
flesliche lustes. @1300 Cursor MM. 26364 (Cott.) Flessely 
sin es lucheri. 1382 Wycuir 1 Pe¢. ii. 11 Fleschly desijris 
..fizten ajens the soule. c1q4qo0 Hytton Scala Perf (W. 
de W. 1494) 1. viii, All the flesshly felynge of this synfull 
ymage. 1533 Frita Axsw. Fisher (1829) 194 Fleshly men 
..that follow their own lusts and appetites. a@xs92 H. 
Smitu Ws. (1867) II. 410 The religion of Mahomet is 
fleshly, consisting in natural delights and corporal pleasures. 
1602 Marston Axtonio’s Rev. iv. ii. Wks. 1856 I. 119 
Shall justice sleepe In fleshly lethargie? 1714 Pore Efzi. 
Rowe's Fane Shore 21 The godly dame, who fleshly failings 
damns. 1826 Scorr Woodst. xxix, What he called a fleshly 
frailty. .was in truth an attachment to strong liquors, 1872 
R. Bucwanan (title) The Fleshly School of Poetry and 
other Phenomena of the day. 

+b. Sexual; =CarnalL 3 b. Oés. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 10874 (Cott.) Hu sal i brede, pat neuer 
hadd part of flesslidede of man? 1483 Caxton G. de la 
Tour E vj b, [She] coueyted to haue his flesshely companye. 
1485 <lct1 Hen. VII, c. 4 Advoutry, Fornication, Incest, or 
any other fleshly Incontinency. 

+2. Connected by, or based upon, ties of flesh 
and blood; natural. =CARNAL 2. Obs. 

cgoo Beda’s Hist. 1. xvi, [xxvii] (1890) 68 Da goodan 
feedras sewuniad heora fleslecu bearn. ax12z5 Fuliana 5 
Hire fleschliche feder wes affrican ihaten. a@1300 Cursor 
M, 20068 (Cott.) Saint iohan pat was his flexsli kinesman. 
14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VIII. 117 This mayden was 
his fleschly cosyn. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) 
II. 760 Fleshly consanguinitie. 1578 Gude & G. Ball, 
(4868) 29 We our fleschely father dreid. 


3. ‘Natural’, unredeemed, unregenerate; = 


CARNAL 5. 

971 Blick. Hom. 19 Pa fleslican willan. c¢1z00 ORMIN 
17276 To shewenn himm whatt wise Fleshlike mann ma33 
wurrpenn gast, 1526 TiInDALE Rom. viii. 7 That the flesshly 
mynde is enmyte against God. 1550 CrowLrey Efier. 
1035 That wyth theyr fleshly fansey They may make it 
[Scripture] agre. 1871 Ruskin Mors Clay, xxiv. (1872) 10 
Avaricious..in an instinctive, fleshly way. 

4. Of or pertaining to the material body, mortal; 
material as opposed to spiritual; human as op- 
posed to divine. Zhe fleshly eye: the bodily eye. 
Now vare. =CARNAL I. 

¢1z00 ORMIN 12112 Ne mihhte he nohht burrh fleshlic 
e3zhess sihhbe Seon bere [etc.]. a 1225 Leg. Kath. 914 Dus 
he schrudde & hudde him. . wid ure fleschliche schrud. 13.. 
E.E. Allrt. P. A. 1081 An-vnder mone so gret merwayle No 
fleschly hert ne my3t endeure, 1382 Wycuir 2 Chron. xxxii. 
8 With hym is the fleschely arm; with us the Lord oure 
God. 1413 P2ler. Sowle (Caxton) I. i. (1859) 1, I had made 
an ende and fully fynyshed my fleshely pylgremage. 1435 
Misyn Five of Love (E. E. T.S.) 61 With fflescly eyn bodily 
pingis arseyn. 1590 SPENSER /’. Q. 11. x. 50 Th’ eternall Lord 
in fleshly slime Enwombed was. 1607 RowLanps Famous 
Hist. 67 My golden Scepter, in a fleshly hand, Is taken 
from me by another King. 1732 BerKELEy Adciphr. ww. 
§ 14, I never imagined it could be pretended that we saw 
God with our fleshly eyes. 1874 Biackir Sed/-Cult. 10 The 
pout oes man underlies his features and his fleshly frame- 
work. 

5. Pertaining to, concerned with, or influenced 
by the present life, and considerations connected 
with it; worldly. Now rave. =CARNAL 4. 

¢1z00 OrMIN 4852 All fleshliz care & serr3he. 1450-1530 
Myrr. our Ladye 33 The hartes .. of flesshely people 
be harde. 1531 TinpaLe Z£xf. 1 Fohn (1537) 38 They 
preach hym falselye vnto theyr fleshly vauntage. axs9rx R. 
GreENHAM Short forme Catechising Wks. (1599) 418 Fleshly 
hatred of our enemies. 1648 CroMweELL Le?. 25 Nov. in 
Ann. Reg. (1765) 52 Our fleshly reasonings ensnare us. 
1798 Missionary Mag. No. 24. 217 Simplicity and godly 
sincerity, as opposed to fleshly wisdom, strongly marked 
his character, 1875 Manninc JZission H. Ghost i. 22 The 
man of flesh and blood, of fleshly reasons. 

II. With reference to flesh (as a substance). 


+6. Well furnished with flesh ; fat, plump; = 


FLESHY I. Obs. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 11. 1199 (1248) Her sidis longe, 
fleishely, smoothe, and white He gan to stroke. 1422 tr. 
Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv, (E. E. T. S.) 226 Men whyche 
haue fleshly theghes and not bony. 1562 Turner Baths 
8b, They are good for them that are to fatt and fleshlye. 
1651 Life Father Sarfi (1676) 97 Looking him in the face 
you would rather have thought it fleshly than otherwise. 
1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 92 They are very good 
Food..fleshly and fattish. 

7. Consisting of flesh; =FLESHY 2. ?-Obs. 

rs4r R. CopLanp Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg. E iva, Sub- 
staunce flesshely, bony, and cartilagynous, 1591 SPENSER 
M. Hubberd 1090 The Tygre, and the Bore. .seeking to take 
occasion Upon his fleshly corpse to make invasion. 1654 
Vitvain Epit. Ess. v. xxx. 116b, Caling such Animals as 
liv on Land Flesh; and thos that dwel in Water Fish; 
yet in Nature the Bodies of both are Fleshly. 1853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. xlvi. (1856) 423A smiling country, like a 
smiling face, needs some provision of fleshly integuments. 


b. esf. of the heart : Soft, as opposed to ‘stony’; 


tender; = FLESHY 2 c. . : 

1382 Wycuir 2 Cor. iii. 3 Not in stoony tablis, but in 

eischly tablis of herte. 154x Barnes Wks. (1573) 362/2 

hen taketh hee awaye our stony hart, and geueth vs 
a fleshly hart. 1590 Martowe 2nd Pt. Tamburl. u. il, 
Can there be such .. treason in the fleshly heart of man, 
1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh 1. 1192 Enough for me 
and for my fleshly heart To hearken the invocations of 
my kind. 

+e. Of a leaf: =FLEsuy 2d. Ods. 

1657 W. Cotes Adam in Eden \xviii, The common Orpine 
riseth..with fat and fleshly Leaves, 


FLESHLY. 
+8. Ofa hound: Fond of flesh. Ods. rare. 


1576 Turserv. Venerie 25 You should not feede haryers 
with fleshe.. for if you do, they will become fleshly and 
gyuen to hunte great beastes of chace. 


III. 9. Comé.,as fleshly-minded adj., -minded- 


2€SS. 

1528 TinpaLe Wicked Mammon Wks. I. 105 Were al- 
together worldly and fleshly-minded. 1621 Burton Axat. 
Mel, um. iv. 1. i. (1651) 685 They are in a reprobate sense 
mere carnalists,: fleshly minded men. 1840 Hare J/7ssion 
Com/. iii. (1850) 77 In every man there is a root of carnal 
or fleshlymindedness. 

+B. adv. Obs. 

1. In bodily form, corporeally; as regards the 
body, ‘in the flesh’; =CARNALLY adv. I. 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 19 Pat 3et ber he wuned fleschliche on 
eorde. c12z50 Old Kentish Serm. in O. E. Misc. 27 And 
offre we Gostliche to ure lorde, pet [h]i offrede flesliche. 
©1440 Vork Myst. xlvi. 77 To rise flesshly, i-wis. 

b. In a material or physical sense or manner; 
materially as opposed to spiritually. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 16257 Fleshlike follc, i fleshli3 lif Flashlike 
all unnderrstondenn Pe Laferrd Cristess word, tatt wass 
Gastlike tunnderrstanndenn. ¢1386 CuHaAucer Pars. 7. 
P 259 Of bilk adam .. flesschly descendit be we alle. 1635 
Paaitt Christianogr. 1. iii. (1636) 196 If any man taketh 
it fleshly ; it profiteth nothing. 

2. Carnally, sensually. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 58 Pu beet dest eni bing hwarof ber mon 
is fleschliche ivonded of be. 1386 CuHaucer Pars, 7. P 128 
Children that whylom loueden so fleshly euerich other. 
1612 T. Taytor Comm. Titus ii. 4 Nature can loue natu- 
rally, that is, fleshly..but not holily. 

b. In the way of sexual intercourse, sexually ; 
= CARNALLY adv, 2. 

c1178 Lamb. Hom. 77 Na mon mine likame irined ne 
mid me flesliche nefde to donne. 1303 R. BruNNE Handi. 
Syune 2009 3yf pou euer by wyfe lay by Yn tyme of 
penaunce, to seye flesshely .. Pou synnest gretly. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vi. cc. 224 He put her nat from his bedde, 
nor yet delte wt her flesshely. 1585 TI, WaAsHINGTON tr. 
Nicholay’s Voy. 1v. xxxili. 155 b, If. .he was found not able 
to live with her so fleshly, as his youth required. 

3. Comb., as fleshly-wise adj. 

1542 Brecon Pathw. Prayer xviii. 1ja, Seme it neuer so 
godly, vertuous and good in the syght of fleshly wyse men. 

Flesh-meat. Flesh (as opposed to fish and 
vegetables) as an article of food ; also Z/. various 
kinds of food consisting of flesh. 

In some northern dialects applied to ‘ butchers’ meat as 
opposed to bacon or pork’. 

c102z0 Laws Cuut § 47 3yt wyrse beet man mid flesc-mete 
hine sylfne afyle [riht feesten-tide]. a1xsq O. E. Chron. 
an. 1132 Pa scyrte da flesc mete. c1394 P. Pl. Crede 13 
Wednes-day ich wyke wib-outen flech-mete. 1564 Child 
Marriages (E,E.T.S.) 200 They made an end of flesh 
meat that night for that weke. 1698 Kreitn Lxam. Th. 
Earth (1734) 213 Who seldom tast any Flesh-meats. 1848 
Secret Soc. Mid. Ages, Templars 254 They had flesh-meat 
but three times a week, unless when festival-days occurred. 

attrib. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 419 His health 
requires a flesh-meat diet. 


Fleshment (fle‘{mént). ave—._ [f. Fursuv. 
+-MENT.] The action of ‘fleshing’; hence, the 
excitement resulting from a first success. 

1605 SHaxs. Leary 1. ii. 130 And in the fleshment of this 
dead exploit, [He] Drew on me here againe. 
+Fleshmonger. Os. [see MonczR.] One 
who deals in flesh. 

1. A butcher. 


¢1000 Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 438 Zanzio, flescmangere. 
a1400 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 354 Euerych fleshemongere .. 
shal to be kynge of custom fyue & twenty pans by pe 3ere. 
e515 Cocke Lorell’s B. (Percy Soc.) 4 With slyngethryfte 
fleshemonger, Also fabyane flaterer. 1597 Breton Wits 
Trenchmour Wks. (Grosart) II. 17/t The Sonne of some 
Flesh-monger. 

2. A fornicator ; a pander. 

1603 SHAKs, JZeas. for M. v. i. 337 Was the Duke a 
flesh-monger, a foole, and a coward, as you then reported 
him to be? 1624 Heywoop Caffives 11. il. in Bullen O. P?. 
IV, Inquire for us of wenshes? tush, wee fishe For no such 
perewinkles ; farewell fleshmongere. 

Fle‘sh-pot. A pot in which flesh is boiled. 
Chiefly in phrase the flesh-pots of Egypt (see Exod. 
xvi. 3), or with allusion to that phrase: Luxuries 
or advantages regarded with regret or envy. 

1535 CoveRDALE £-xod. xvi. 3 Whan we sat by y?® flesh 
pottes, and had bred ynough to eate. x592 Nasue P. 
Penilesse Wks. (Grosart) II. 74 From the flesh-pots of 
Egipt, to the Prouant of the Lowe countreyes. 1632 
Litucow Tvav. vu. 299 Now well met Egypt..For we have 
appetite, for thy Flesh pots. 1710 Swirr Let. to Sterne 17 
Apr., I expect to hear the two ladies lamenting the fleshpots 
of Cavan-street, 1862 Cartyte /vedk. Gt. (1865) III. x. ii. 
213 Law, with. .its high honours and deep flesh-pots, 1888 
Bryce Amer. Commw, II. Ixxxviii. 177 The fleshpots of 
the city administration had therefore greater attractions 
for him. 

attrib. 1876 Ruskin Mors Clav. VI. Ixiv. 112 Some flesh- 
pot comfort will always be needful for the education of such 
beasts as we are. 

Hence Flesh-pottery (sovce-wd.), high living, 
self-indulgence. 

1876 G. Merepita Beauch. Career xxix, A band of 


dealers in flesh-pottery. 

+Flesh-sha'mbles. Ovs. Also 5 flessh- 
chameles, -ylle, -shamels, 6 fleshamelles. A 
place where meat is killed or sold. 

a 1410 in York Myst. Introd. 24 note, All the folks of the 
salsemaker crafte .. without the Flesshchameles. ?1483 
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Caxton Vocab. 5 Goo to the flesshshamels. 1546 J7enz. 
Ripon (Surtees) III. 30 To the kinges majestie furth of one 
burgage in Fleshamelles xvjd. 1552 in HuLoet. 

b. A brothel. 

1608 Day Hum. out of Br. 1. Civ, Venice..is counted the 
best flesh-shambles in Italie. 

+ Fleshward, adv. Obs. [f. Fursn sd. + 
-WARD.] Towards or in relation to humanity. 

1674 N. Fatrrax Bulk § Selv, vi. 184 The earths globe, or 
that of it that lyes fleshward. 

Flesh-worm. <A worm that feeds on flesh. 
Also (see quot. 1884.) 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. WI. 124 Wip fleasc wyrmum zenim 
monnes suran [etc.]. 1577-87 HoLinsHED Chrox. II. 19/2 
Nits, fleshwormes, bees, butterflies. 1586 J. HooKeEr 
Girald. Irel. in Holinshed 11. 91/1, I shall be able like 
a fleshworme to itch the bodie of his kingdome. 1795 
Soutney Vzs, Maid of Orleans 1. 136 Where thou seest the 
pamper’d flesh-worm trail, Once the white bosom heaved. 
1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Flesh worm, the Trichina spiralis. 

b. ¢ransf. A carnally-minded person. 

1565 Harpinc in Jewel Def A fol. (1611) 317 Discoursing 
Parliament Machiauellists, and al other whatsoeuer flesh- 
wormes, Merchants, idle artificers. 

Fleshy (fleJi), a [f. Fumsn 5d.+-yl. Cf. 
Ger. flecschig.] 

1. Well furnished with flesh ; fat, plump. 

¢1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 954 Armes ever lith, 
Fattish, fleshy, nat great therewith. 14.. Lypc. & Burcu 
Secrees 2685 In knees .. he that is ovir moche fflesshy. 
1555 Epren Decades 3 The other moste flesshy partes [of 
fattened children] they pouder for store. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 399 The A‘thiopes..are Plumpe, and Fleshy. 1641 Best 
farm. Bks. (Surtees) 3 Sheepe that growe fleshy with foure 
teeth, will growe fatte with eight. 1793 Lp. AucKLAND Corr. 
III. 69 Colonel Pack .. was shot through the fleshy part of 
thearm. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Bh., Country Ch.(1865) 126 
A fine, fleshy, comfortable dame. 1837 Dickens Pickw. 
xxili, His face .. had expanded .. and its bold fleshy curves 
nee .. far extended beyond the limits originally assigned 
them. 

Jig. 1636 B. Jonson Discov. (Rtldg.) 759/z It is a fleshy 
stile when there is much periphrasis, and circuit of words; 
and when with more than enough it grows fat and cor- 
pulent. 

2. Of or pertaining to flesh; consisting of flesh ; 
without bone. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 106 Pe heed is maad of pre 
parties, of a fleischi partie, of a bony partie & a brawni 
partie. 158x Mutcaster Positions xv. (1887) 69 Such fleshy 
partes as be about the ribbes. 1651 Hospes Leviath. 1. 
xxix. 173 The fleshy parts being congealed. 1700 DrypEN 
Pythag. Philos. in Fables 508 1f Men with fleshy Morsels 
must be fed [ed. 1721 reads fleshly, and it zs so cited by F.]. 
179a Betknar “Hist. New-Hamipshive 111. 215 Besides the 
fleshy parts of the cod, its liver is preserved in casks. 1807-26 
Cooper First Lines Surg. 189 Every kind of fleshy tumour. 
1828 Stark Llem. Nat. Hist. I. 335 No species of reptile 
is possessed of true fleshy lips. 

b. Corporeal, bodily. 

1624 Massincer Renegado 1. ii, When it [the soul] grows 
weary Of this fleshy prison. ¢ 1630 Mitton Passion 17 He, 
sovran priest.. Poor fleshy tabernacle entered. 1814 Byron 
Larai. xviii, He .. charged all faults upon the fleshy form 
She [Nature] gave to clog the soul. 1864 HawTHoRNE 
S. Felton (1883) 341 Fruits, milk, freshest butter, will make 
thy fleshy tabernacle youthful. 


e. Of ‘flesh’, implying softness and tenderness. 
Cf. FLESH 50. 1 f. 


1526 TINDALE 2 Cor. iii. 3 The pistle of Christ..written .. 
not in tables of stone, but in flesshy tables of the herte. 
1585 Apr. SANpys Sev. Cant. ii. 15 § 28 His wil is that 
stonie hearts be turned into fleshie. 16x1 Brste Lcclus, 
xvii, 16 Neither could they make to themselues fleshie 
hearts for stonie. 

d. Of a plant, leaf, fruit, etc.: Having a firm, or 
somewhat firm pulp; pulpy, not fibrous. Cf. 
FLESH sd. 2. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush. 1. (1586) 110 b, The 
whole bodie of the Figge is fleshie. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 633 Those Juyces, that are so fleshy, as they cannot make 
Drinke by Expression .. may make Drinke by Mixture of 
Water. 1672 JosseLyn Vew Lng. Rarities 66 Vine, much 
differing in the Fruit, all of them very fleshy. 1712 tr. 
Pomets Hist. Drugs I. 37 A round, fleshy Berry, like that 
of Myrtle. 1776 Wirnerinc Srit. Plants (1796) II. 428 
Leaves opposite, egg-shaped, blunt, fleshy. 1807 J. E. 
Smitu Pf/y's. Bot. 282 Drupa, a Stone-fruit, has a fleshy 
coat. 1854 Hooker Hamat. Frnis, I. i, 16 The natives 
distil a kind of arrack from its fleshy flowers. 1870 H. 
HACMIELAN Bible Teach. xi. 211 They have .. thick fleshy 
eaves, 

+3. Of the ‘flesh’ as opposed to the ‘spirit’; 
human as opposed to ‘ spiritual’; =FLESHLY 4. 

a 1400 Prymer (1891) 78 Whethir byn eyen be fleschchi, 
or thou.seest as man schal se. 1535 CoverDALE Yoo x. 4 
Hast thou fleszshy eyes then, or doest thou loke as man 
loketh? 

+ b. Carnal, sensual; =Fimsuiy a. 1. Obs. 

1604 T. Wricut Passions v. § 4.212 Fleshy concupiscence 
deserveth rather the name of Mercenarie Lust then Love. 
1668 CuL_rerrer & Cote Barthol. Anat. 1. xvii. 45 Such as 
are given to fleshy desires, have larger Kidneys then 
ordinary. 

4. Resembling flesh in its properties or quali- 
ties. 

1555 Even Decades 233 They [Rubies] are .. of a fleshye 
colour. 1665 Sir T. Herpert 7vav. (1677) 26 The Man- 
natee is the other fish. .and from their using the shoar have 
a fleshie taste resembling Veal. 1762-71 H. WatLroLe 
Vertue's Anecd. Paint. (1786) I, 215 His colouring was 
good, and his figures fleshy and round. 1804 ABERNETHY 
Surg. Obs. 19 They agree in the external characters, those 
of an increase of bulk, and a fleshy feel. 








FLETCHER. 


+Flet'. Obs. Forms: 1, 3-6, 8 flet, 3 south, 
vlet, 4-5 flett(e, (6 fleete, fleit, flelt), 7-8 flett. 
[OE. flet(¢ = OF ris. let, OS. flet, fletti, OUG. flazt, 
flext (MUG, vletse, Ger. dial. fletz), ON. let str. 
neut. :—OTeut. */latjo™, f. *fato- Fuav a.) 


1. The floor or ground under one’s feet. 

Beowulf 1568 (Gr.) Heo on flet zecrong. a 1000 Canons 
Powerful Men ii. (Thorpe, 1840) 414 & ne cume on bedde 
ac licge on flette. a1300 Z. £. Psalter cxviii. [cxix] 25 
Clived mi saule to pi flet. c1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Kut. 568 
A tule tapit ty3t ouer be flet. a@1q20 Pallad, on Husb. 
1. 473 Thi berne also be playne, and harde the flette. c1450 
Myrc 273 Knelynge doun upon the flette. 

b. ? A place, spot, field (of battle). 

¢120§ Lay. 26023 Pat he com to pan ulette ber be feond lai 
and slepte. c1300 A. Adis. 2378 They broughte heom out 
of the flette. 

2. A dwelling, house, ‘hall’. 

Beowulf 1025 (Gr.) Beowulf zebah ful on flette. @ 1000 
Laws Hlothhere & Eadric xi. (Thorpe 1840) 14 3if man 
mannan an odres flette man-swara hated .. scilling agelde 
pam pe peet flet age. a@1300 Siv7z 273 So ich evere brouke 
hous other flet. ¢1328 Poem Times Edw. II 309 in Pod. 
Songs (Camden) 337 An hep of girles sittende aboute the 
flet. c1460 Jowneley Myst. (Surtees) 26,1 shal not in thi 
det Flyt of this flett ! 

b. Sc. The inner part of a house. 

a1400 Burgh Laws xxiii. (Sc. Stat. I.) pe inner halfe of 
pe hous pat is callyt be flett. c1zq4s0 Hottanp How/at Ixiv. 
830 The fulis fonde in the flet And mony mowis at mete On 
the flure maid. 1508 Dunsar /lyting 242 Rank beggar, 
ostir dregar, foule fleggar, in the flet. 1598 Frrcuson Sc. 
Prov. 4 A fair fire makes a room flet. 1768 Ross Helenore 
u. 583 That seven years have sitten 1’ the flet. 

3. Hire and flet (corruptly fleet) : ‘ fire and house- 
room’; an expression often occurring in wills, etc. 

Bp. Kennett (a 1728) quotes in AZS. Lausd. 1033 fol. 132 
an ‘old northern song over a dead corps’, containing the 
lines ‘Fire and fleet and candle light, And X¢* receive thy 
sawle’. In Sir W. Scott’s Minstrelsy of Scot. Border (1802) 
232 the words appear as ‘Fire and sleet’, and the editor 
suggests that s/ee¢ ‘seems to be corrupted from seé/, or sal¢, 
a quantity of which is frequently placed on the breast of 
a corpse’! 

1533 Truss in Weaver Wells Wills Geo 129 To fynd 
the said wife..mete and drink, fyer and flelt. 1539 W7l/ of 
R. Morleyn (Somerset Ho.) My wife to have..fyre & fleete 
in my haule & kechin. c1570 Durham Depos. (Surtees) 
207, I trobled .. this house with a bedd roome and fier and 
fleit. 

Flet 2 (flet). Sc. Also fleat. [app. repr. ON. 
fléita plait, f. flétta = Ger. flechten to plait.] 
A mat of plaited straw placed on a pack-horse’s 
back to prevent chafing or galling. 

1794 W. SuTHERLAND in Statist. Acc. Scotl, X. 23 Straw 
creels .. fixed over straw flets, on the horses backs, with 
a clubber and straw ropes. 181z Capt. HenpERSON Agric. 
Surv. Sutherland v. § 5. 60 Vhe horse being equipped with 
a fleat and clubbar on his back. - 


Filet: see Fiurt v.1 and 2. 

+ Fletch, ?a. (or sd. attrib.). [cf. Futa, etc.] 

1704 Lond. Gaz., No. 4044/4 A .. Mare about 14 hands 
and half... with .. a long fletch Tail .. and well in Case. 

Fletch (filet), v. [Perh. a corruption (due to 
association with FLETrcHER) of FLEDGE v. 4; though 
the latter has not been found earlier than 1796.] 
trans. To fit (an arrow) with a feather; to feather. 


“it. and fig. 

1635-56 CowLEy Davidezs 1. 91 Thy Darts are .. Soft as 
the Feathers that they’re fletch’d withal. 1760 WARBURTON 
Doctr. Grace 1. x, He dips his curses in the gall of irony; 
and .. fletches them with a prophane classical Parody. 
1845 J. SaunpEers Pict. Eyg. Life, Chaucer 89 Arrows 
.. fletched with the feathers of the goose. 1876 BANcRoFT 
Hist. U.S. V. xiiii. 25 They fletched their complaint by 
adding: ‘ America loved his brother’. 

Fletch, var. of Fiircn. 


Fletcher (fle't{o1). Also 5 fleecher(e, flecher, 
flecchour ; Sc. fle(d)ger. [ad. OF. flecher, fle- 
chier arrow-maker, f. fl@che arrow: see FLECHE. ] 

1. One who makes or deals in arrows; occasion- 
ally, one who makes bows and arrows. Ods. exc. 


Lfist. or arch. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 1593 Ferrers, flecchours, fele men of 
Crafte. 1457 Sc. Acts Fas. LI, c. 65 (1814) II. 48/2 A bowar 
anda fleger. 1465 MZann. §& Househ. Exp. 179 The flecher 
that..owyth hym ffor tymber, ixs. vjd. 154 dct 33 Hen. 
VITI,c.9 § 1 The bowiers, fletchers, stringers and arrowe 
head makers of this your realme. 1616 Surrit. & Marxu. 
Country Farme 667 Which timber is of great..estimation 
amongst Fletchers, for it maketh the strongest and best arrow 
of any wood whatsoeuer. 1664 Evetyn Sylva (1776) 218 
Our Fletchers commend it [the Quick-beam] for Bows next 
to Yew. 1733 P. Linpsay /utevest Scot. 56 Any other Cor- 
poration decayed and worn out, such as the Bowers, 
Fletchers, and several others in London are, as to their 
Business. 1854 H. Mitrer Sch. & Sch, xxi. (1857) 460 As 
if some fletcher of the stone age had carried on his work on 
the spot. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Fletchers’ Company, 
one of the minor livery companies of London. 

attrib. 15.. Kyng & Hermyt 477 in Hazl. £. P. P. 1, 32 
Jake, seth thou can of flecher crafte, Thou may me es with 
a schafte. 

+2. Anarcher, a bowman. Ods. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 143/t Though one eye wer 
ynough for a fletcher. 

Hence Fle‘tchery, the wares or goods made or 
sold by a fletcher. 

1594 2ud Rep. Dr. Faustus in Thoms £, £. Prose Rom. 
(858) ILL, 421 They brought store of fletchery to them. 


FLETHER. 


Flether (fleSar1), v. Sc. Also flaither. [Cf. 
ON. jladra to flatter.) zztr. To flatter, use 
‘blarney’. Hence Fle‘thering ///. a. Also 
Fle'thers, flattering talk, blarney. 

1786 Burns Ded. to G. Hamilton 2 Expect na, Sir, in 
this narration, A fleechin, flethrin, dedication. 18.. 
Donald § Flora 13 (Jam.) Lord. Come now, my good 
fellow, and—/Vat. Aye, flaither awa! Since I'll no do wi’ 
foul play, try me wi’ fair play. 1821 H. Duncan Vug. 
S, Country Weaver v. (ed. 2) 98 What! do you think to 
beguile me, wi’ your fleeching and your flethers to do 
the devils’ wark. 

+ Fle‘tiferous, 2. Obs.—°. [f. L. fléifer (f. 
Jfletus weeping, f. flzre to weep +ferre to bear) + 
-ous.] ‘Causing weeping’ (Bailey). 

1656-81 Brounr Glossogr., Fletiferous [1656 ed. has 
Flectiferous), 1721-66 in Barry. 

+Fletion. Obs. rare—'. [as if ad. L. */letion- 
em, n. of action f. flére: see prec.] Weeping. 

1716 M. Davims Athen. Brit. u. 254 The different degrees 
of Penitential Fletion, Audition, Substration and Consist- 
ence, 

Fleubothomye, obs. form of PHLEBoromy. 

Fleuk, obs. form of FLuxs. 

Fleum(e, obs. form of Fizam, PHLEGM. 

| Fleur (flor). [F. eur: sce FuoweEr.] 

1. An ornamental flower. 

1841 Hawkins Si/ver Coins (1876) 178 Annulet enclosing 
pellet in place of the fleurs in the angles. 

2. A kind of woollen stuff (see quot.). 

1883 Cassell’s Fam, Mag. Oct. 697/r Fleur is..a serge 
ground on which are large patterns in a sort of weaving like 
a Brussels carpet, and of a numerous mixture of colours all 
deftly blending, so that no one tone prevails. 

Hence Fleured #//. a. [+ -Ep“], adorned or 
marked with a fleur or fleurs. 

1841 Hawkins Sz/ver Coins (1876) 246 The arch on the 
king’s breast is not fleured, but terminates in a crescent. 

Fleur-de-lis (flor da 17, lis), flower-de- 
luce (flaus:1 dz? vs), Forms: a. 4-6 flour(e- 
de-lys(e, -lice, -lyce, ( /. -lycis), 7 -lis, 5-7 
-luce, Z/. -luces, 6 floredelise, Sc. 5 flour(e-the- 
lis, -lys. 8. 6-9 flower-, (6 flowre-)de-luce, (7. 
-luces), 6-7 -lice, (A/. -lices), 6 -lyce, 8 -lys, 
7-9 -lis. . 8-9 fleur-de-lys, 9 -lis, p/. 7 fleur- 
de-lysses, -lyzes, 9 fleurs-de-lis, -lys, -luce. 
[The prevailing form is a. mod.F’. flewr de Tis (flor 
da 17), formerly Zys ; but this form is scarcely found 
in Eng. before the 19th c.; see above. The form 
Jlower-de-luce survives as a poetical archaism and in 
U.S. The Fr. is literally ‘lily-flower’ from /is, 
formerly Zys, in OF. Zz for Zs lily, the s of the 
nom, sing. being retained in the oblique cases; the 
English spelling de-lice, de-lyce, was in its origin 
merely graphic (cf. price, mice, syce, etc.), but in 
the 16th c. was associated with a fanciful etymo- 
logy jlos delicie, and the form deluce, de luce ap- 
parently also leaned upon a fanciful derivation. 
Occasional English forms were deluce,delyce flowre.] 

1. The flower of a plant of the genus Z2s (esp. 
L. pseudacorus); the plant itself. Cf Frae 
sb.1 i, 

13.. £. EZ. Allit. P. A. 752 Py colour passez be flour-de- 
lys. a1400 Hymn Virg. vi. in Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry x. 
(2840) IT. tro Heil fairer then the flour de lys. c1475 Rauf 
Cotlz3ear_670 Flowris with Flourdelycis formest in feir. 
1500-20 Dunpar Thistle § Rose 138 Lat no netill vyle.. Hir 
fallow to the gudly flour delyce. 1590 Spenser /, Q, 11. vi. 
16 The lilly, lady of the flowring field, The flowre-deluce, 
her lovely paramoure. 1699 Benttey Phai. Pref. 104 The 
Muses are invited to come under the shadow of Flower-de- 
luces. 1731-37 Mitter Gard. Dict. (ed. 3) s. v. Ivis, Iris 
purpurea..Common purple Fleur-de-Lys. 1837 CAMPBELL 
Lines in La Perouse’s Voy. Poet. Wks. 298 When, rapt in 
fancy. .1..plucked the fleur-de-lys by Jesso’s streams, 1866 
Loner. /lower-de-luce viii, O flower-de-luce, bloom on, and 
let the river linger to kiss thy feet ! 


Lo 
1s00-20 Dunsar Ballat Our Lady 42 Haile, fair fresche 
flour-de-lyce ! 

2. The heraldic lily; a device supposed by some 
to have originally represented an iris, by others the 
top of a sceptre, of a battle-axe or other weapon. 
It is best known from having been borne upon the 
royal arms of France under the old monarchy. 

c1400 Melayne 94 Wende thy waye .. To Charles that 
beris the flour delyce. 1488 in Lid. Treas. Acc. Scot. 
I. 81 Item ane vche of gold like a flourethelis of diamantis. 
1529 RasteLt Pastyme (1811) 75, «iii. floure delyse in a feld 
asure was sent to Kyng Clouys from hevyn for his armys. 
1622 Matynes Anc. Law-JMerch. 189 The French Kings 
Tent with the three Flowerdeluces. 1709 Appison 7adder 
No. 161 Pg A bloody Flag, embroidered with Flower-de 
Luces. 1843 Lyrron Last Bar. u. ii, A lofty head-gear, 
embroidered with fleur-de-lis. 1851 Layarp Pop. Acc. 
Discov. Nineveh vii. 163 The first god wears the square 
horned cap, surmounted by a point, or fleur-de-lys. 

b. The royal arms of France; hence also the 
French royal family, the French flag (before 1789), 


the French nation or government. 

1352 Minor Poems iv. 25 Than the riche floure de lice 
Wan thare ful litill prise, Fast he fled for ferde. 1494 
Fasyan Chron, vu. 519 He, beyng of y? naturall house of 
Fraunce, & one of y® flouredelyce. 1523 Lp. Brrners 
Frroiss. I. ccclxiv. 593 A great parte of the floure delyse 





319 


and of the chiualry of Fraunce is within the towne. 1886 
Chron, Gr. Friars (Camden) 4 By the wych qwene the 
flower de lyce came in to the armes of Yenglond, & the 
tyttyll of France. 158x Sipney Asti. §& Stella \xxv, He 
[Edw. IV] made the Floure-de-luce so fraid. a@1628 F. 
GrEVILLE Szduey (1652) 65 To fly for protection to the 
Flower-de-Luce with whom they [the Netherlanders] join in 
continent. 1800 Wrems Washington xi. (1810) 165 Blasting 
on every sea their sickly /lewrs-de-luce of gallic piracy. 
1865 Parkman H/xeuenots ii. (1875) 23 They .. saw the 
fleur-de-lis floating above the walls of Fort Coligny. 

3. The representation or figure of a heraldic fleur- 
de-lis on any article, e.g. that used to mark the 
north on a compass. Also, (/7. Hest.) a brand- 
mark on a criminal. 

1475 Bk, Noblesse 4 To vapour, sprede out, according to 
the flour delice, and avaunce hem forthe. 1894 BLUNDEVIL 
Lxerc, vil. xxiv. (ed. 7) 681 Of which lines, that which is 
marked with the Flower-deluce signifieth the North, 1676 
B. Wlituis] Alan, Goldsm. 100 Other sorts of weights .. 
Marked .. with .. the Dagger ..a Flower-de-luce, and..a 
Vessel or Ewer. 1739 BeiGuHTon in Phil. Trans. XLI. 754 
Each Chart has a Flower de Lys on its North Edge. 1790 
Burke Fr, Rev. 124 The slanders of those who bring us 
their anecdotes with the attestation of the flower-de-luce on 
their shoulder, 1825 J. Nicnotson Oferat. Mechanic 491 
As the ring turns round, the seconds upon it are shown by 
the top point of a fleur-de-lis C, engraved on the face of the 
dial-plate. ¢1850 R udine. Navig.(Weale)s In the compass, 
the northern extremity of the needle beneath is represented 
on the card. .by the fleur-de-lis. 

Hence Fleur-de-lis v. (after F. flewrdeliser), to 
brand (a criminal) with the fleur-de-lis. Fleur- 
de-lised Z//. a., adorned with fleurs-de-lis, 

1650 Hower Cotgrave’s Fr. Dict. Ep. Ded., It was as 
much as if he had been flourdeliz’d, viz. burnt in the back 
or hand, or branded in his face. 1686 J. Serceanr //7zs¢. 
Mon, Convent, 104 A Cross Flower-de-lys’d. 1843 /raser’s 
Mag. XXVII. 418 The Count of Champagne .. carried 
the fleur-de-lised banner. 


Fleuret ! (fliirét), || fleurette (floret). [ad. 
F. fleurette, dim. of fleur flower.} a. An ornament 
like a small flower. b. See quot. 1868. 

1811 Pinkerton Petra. I. 428 The little fleurets, and 
other miniatures, which we admire in the tombs and build- 
ings of that period. 1858 Sat. Rev. V. 425/2 The cyma- 
tion, or wave-moulding, represented the sea;..the fleurette, 
the verdant plain. 1868 A. B. Atcorr Tadlets 22 The fruit 
-.so arranged that the fleurets, or blossom ends, may look 
downwards. 1881 TERRIEN DE LA CoupERige in Nemeisi. 
Chron. Ser. 11. I. 345 Bearing on the obverse eight fleurets. 

Fleuret 2. /encing. ?0bs. Also 7 fluret(t, 
floret. [a. F. flewret, f. flewr flower =It. froretto, 
dim. of fiove flower; so called because the button 
at the point was compared to a flower-bud.] A 
fencing-foil. 

a1648 Lp, Herpert Lz (1886) 71 The good fencing- 
masters.. when they present a foil or fleuret to their scholars, 
tell him it hath two parts. 1674 Gov, Tongwe vii. § 9. 141 
In such fencings jest hath proved earnest, and florets have 
turn’d to swords. 1691 Sir W. Horr Compl. Fencing- 
master (1697) 13 They see at every other Thrust their Flurett 
beat out of their Hand. 1885 E. Castie Schools of Fence 
xv. 246 The flexible fleuret could only be used when the 
play was restricted to the point. 

+Flewret?. Obs. [a. F. flewret ‘nom dun 
ancien pas qui se composait d’un demicoupé et de 
deux pas marchés sur la pointe du pied’ (Littré) 
=It. foretto: cf. prec.] A step formerly used in 
dancing, 

1677 Septey Azz. § CZ, Prol., A brisk gallant .. Does here 
and there in nimble fleurets pass. 

Fleuretteée (flo-rete). Her. Also 6-9 flurt(e, 
9 florettée, -etty. [a. F. fleuretté, -ée, f. fleur- 
ette: cf. Fuuuret!,] =Finury. 

1562 Leicu Armrorie (1597) 34 He beareth Azure, a crosse 
flurte Or, _ 1610 Guittim Heraldry v1. iv. 263 He beareth 
Gules, a Crosse flurte Or. 1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), 
Fleuretiee (Fr. in Heraldry), flowered or set off with 
Flowers. 1830 E. Hawkins Azglo-Fr. Coinage 121 A 
Greek cross, patée at the extremities, flurt. 1864 BoureLi 
Heraldry Hist. & Pop. xv. 191 They substitute an orle 
of silver crescents for the field fleurettée [1863 (ed. 1) florettée]. 

Fleurish, var. of FLEERISH. 

| Fleuron (floron). Also 4 floroun. fa. F. 
Jleuron, OF. floron, f. fleur flower. ] 

1. A flower-shaped ornament, used esg. in archi- 
tecture or printing, on coins, etc. 

¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W, Prol. 220 So were the florouns of 
her coroun whyte. ¢1660 Br. Cosin in C. Walker Ritual 
Reason Why 43 note, In some MS. ‘directions to the printer’ 
.. he [Bp. Cosin] inserted after the Absolution ‘ Here set a 
fleuron’, 1830 E. Hawkins Azglo-Fr. Coinage 73 Crown 
of eight lilies and four fleurons. 1833 Exviis £letz ATarb. 
II. 169 The front is enriched with a fleuron, 1882 YULE in 
Encycl. Brit, X1V. 498 These latter [coins] bore (obverse) 
a Nepalese emblem surrounded by eight fleurons containing 
the eight sacred Buddhist jewels. 

2. (See quot.) 

1724-1800 Baitry, /lexrons [in Cookery], fine Tarts or 
Puffs of Pastry Work for Garnishing. 1823 in CRABB. 

+3. =FLorer. Obs. rare. 

1727 BrapLtry Fam. Dict. s.v. Butter-Burr, The Flower 
.. forms a Tuft with several Fleurons cut or divided into 
long Strings. 3 

l| Fleuronée, a. Her. [a. ¥. fleuronné.e, f. 
Jleuron: see FLEURON.] Ornamented with fleurons: 


= Boronk. 

1614 SELDEN 77#les Hon. 195 A Crown Fleuronee [ printed 
Fleurnoee], only differing from what is now a Royall one, 
in that it was not arch’t or close. 





FLEXED. 


Fleury (flieri), flory (floeri), a. Her. Also 
5 flure, flourre, 5-6 flurri(e, 6 florie, 7 floury, 
8 flore, florey, (flowery), 9 fleurie, flury, flurry. 
[ad. F. flewré, -ée, OF. floré, flouré, f. flear.] Deco- 
rated with fleurs-de-lis; esf. of a cross: Having 
its arms tipped with fleurs-de-lis. (Cf. also Coun- 
TERFLEURY, -FLORY.) 

c 1420 Anturs of Arth, xxxi, A tablet flourré [Douce WS, 
flure), 1483 Cath. A7el. 136 Flory, forulentus. 1486 Bk. 
St, Albans, Her. Cvij, Hit is calde a cros flurri, 1572 
BossEwELt Arworie 1. 33 These Barrulettes are often founde 
Florie. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. iv. Notes 69 Bearing ..a 
Scepter fleury in his right. 1706 Hearne Collect.g May, 
On y® other a Cross Flore. 1761 Brzt. Mag. Il. 251 
A bordure, or, charged within a double tressure fleury. 
1823 Rutrer /onthill p. xxi, The Royal double tressure of 
Scotland, flory and counter flory of the first [gules]. 1864 
Boutett Heraldry Hist. & Pop. xv. §1 (ed. 3) 182 The 
crosslets are drawn fleurie. ie 

Flew (flv). [Of unknown origin.] Usually A/. 
The large chaps of a deep-mouthed hound (e.g. 
the bloodhound). 

1575 Tursery. Paulconrie 369 They .. open his flew and 
jawes with a mannes hande. 1611 Markuam Countr. 
Content. 1. i. (1668) 5 The flews of his [i. e. a hound’s] upper 
lips almost two inches lower than his neither chaps. 1766-82 
in Baitey. 1818 Hoce Haunt of Ezldon v. in Brownie of Bods- 
beck 1. 322 Their crukit tungis were dry for blood, An’ the 
red lowe firled at their flews. 1883 Stastes /’riend Dog 
vii. 60 Flews, the hanging lips, as in the Blood-hound. 

Flew, var. of FLun. 

Flew, pa. t. of Fry v. and (obs.) of Fay v. 

Fleware, -ere, -oure, obs. Sc. ff. FLAvour. 

Flewed (flzd), pl. a. [f. Fuew sd. + -ED 2%] 
Having flews (of a particular quality). 

1590 SHAKs. J7ids. NV. 1. i. 125 My hounds are bred out 
of the Spartan kinde, So flew’d, so sanded. 1592 LyLy 
Midas ww. iii, A hound. .fleet, faire flewde, and well hangd. 

+Flewen. Ods. [a. Du. fuwz7, prob. a cor- 
ruption of F. fowzne.] A polecat. 

1494 Hatysurton Ledger (1867) 50 Item 100 rygis of 
flewenys, price 84 gs. 

Flewen, obs. pa. pple. of FLay. 

Flewet (flz-ét). Obs. exc. Sc. and dial. Also 
flewit, fluet. [Of unknown origin.] A smart 
blow or stroke, a buffet. 

1563-83 Foxe A. § JZ. II. 1474 With his hand he .. gaue 
Syr Thomas..a good flewet upon the vpper part of the neck. 
1719 Hamitton //. to Ramsay 24 July xiv, For an they 
winna had their blether, They’s get a flewet. 1786 Burns 
What ails ye now x, I'd rather suffer for my faut A hearty 
flewit. 1878 Czmbrid. Gloss. s.v., ‘Hit him a fluet ower 
t’ lug.’ 

Flewk(e, obs. form of FLukr. 

Flewm, Flewm-: see PHLEGM, PHLEGM-. 

+ Flew'sey, 2. Ols. Also flusey. [f. /lew, 
Five fluff.] Fluffy. 

r7iz Petiver in Pil, Trans. X XVII. 382 Its flewsey 
Heads grow in round clusters, with elegant feathered Seed. 
1713 /did. XXVIII. 62 Its blush Flowers stand in a round 
flusey Head, like our Haresfoot. 


Flex (fleks), v. [f. L. lex- ppl. stem of /lectére 
to bend.] ¢vazs. To bend. Now only in sczentific 
use, esp. with reference to the bending of a joint 
or limb by the action of the flexor muscles (op- 
posed to ExrEnD), and Geo/. with reference to 


strata. 

axs21 Helyas in Thoms Prose Rout, (1828) III. 13 With 
his knees flexed he prostened him. 1560 Rottanp, C7t. 
Venus i. 943 Richt fair scho hes me flext. 1572 BossEWELL 
Armorie U1. 20b, This worme is here figured with the tayle 
flexed vnder his chinne. 1834 M’Murrrie Cuvier’s Anim. 
Kingd. 357 The tarsi.. can only be flexed on the tibiz. 
1843 Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat. 1. 169 Asingle muscle.. 
flexes the thigh. 1879 Dana JZan. Geol. (ed. 3) 155 The whole 
series has been upturned and flexed, broken and displaced. 

Flex(e, obs. form of FLAX. 

+ Flexa‘nimous, 2. Obs. [f. L. flexanim-us 
(f. flex- ppl. stem of flectére to bend + anim-um 
mind) +-ous.] 

1. Having power to bend or influence the mind ; 
moving, affecting. 

¢x16ar S. WARD Lif Faith (1627) 66 It stands not without 
doores as a Mendicant Flexanimous perswader, 1633 T. 
Avams Ex. 2 Peter ii. 5 He is that flexanimous Preacher 
whose pulpit is in heaven, 1672 Life Fas. Aruunius & 
Simon Efiscopius 1. 8 There was in Beza beyond other 
mortals a flexanimous and perswasive eloquence. 

2. (See quot.) 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Flexanimous ..that is of a minde 
easily bent or turned. 1721 in BaILry. 

Hence Flexa'nimousness. 

1727 Batey vol, II, /Zexanimousness, flexibleness of Mind 
or Disposition. 


Flexed (flekst), pf/. a. [f. Frex v. + -rp1.] 
Bent. Now only Her. and in scientificuse. Flexed 


and reflexed (Her.), having the two extremities 


curved in opposite directions, like the letter S. 

1572 [see Firx v.]. 1610 Guittim Heraldry ui. xiii. (1611) 
125 The proboscide Trunke. .of an Elephant in pale Couped 
Flexed and reflexed after the forme of a roman S._ 1632 
Litucow Zvav. vu. 334 Upon my flexed knees. 1828-40 
Berry ZLucycl. Herald 1, Flexed, bent or bowed, somewhat 
circular. 1863 Boutett Heraldry Hist. & Pop. xi. § 1.59 
Three Legs, armed, proper..flexedin atriangle. 1880 Hux- 
LEY Crayfish iii. 99 When the abdomen is completely flexed. 

Flexen, obs. form of /LAXEN. 


FLEXIBILITY. 


Flexibility (fleksibiliti), [a. F. flexibilité, 
ad, L. flexibilitat-em, £. flexibilis: see FLEXIBLE 
and -1ry.] The quality of being flexible. 

1. Capability of being bent; pliancy. 

1616 Buctokar, /Vlexibilitie, aptnes to bend. 1656 R1pGLeY 
Pract. Physick 359 Smaller Tents must not be put in, 
because of their flexibility. 1796 Broucuam in PAil. Trans, 
LXXXVI, 234 The parts of light differ in flexibility. 1859-60 
J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. (1873) II. 11. ii. 234 That strength 
and flexibility of limb..by which a man excels in manly 
games. 

+b. The quality of yielding to pressure. Ods. 

1677 Horneck Gt. Law Consid. vi. (1704) 339 When this 
air yields to all gross bodies, and lets them pass without 
opposition .. In that flexibility, thou mayest see the sinful- 
ness of thy inexorable temper. 

2. Susceptibility of modification or alteration ; 
capacity for ready adaptation to various purposes 
or conditions ; freedom from stiffness or rigidity. 

1783 Bratr Lect. Rhet. I. ix. 175 The flexibility of a 
Language, or its power of accommodation to different styles 
and manners. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. II. 54 It has not 
that softness and flexibility, which are found in other 
languages, 1838 THirLWALL Greece II. xi. 46 The flexi- 
bility necessary for a continual adaptation to altered cir- 
cumstances. 1865 M. Arnotp Zss, Crit. ii. (1875) 57 Flexi- 
bility of intelligence. 187x Marxsy Elem. Law § 59 Its 
[judiciary law’s] onlyadvantage—that of flexibility or capacity 
of being adapted to any new combination of circumstances 
that may arise. 1875 Hamerton /v?ell, Life x. v. 392 Men 
of exceptional power and exceptional flexibility. 

b. Of the voice or fingers; Capacity for free, 
rapid, and varied execution or delivery. Also p/. 

1795 Mason Ch, Mus. ii. 134 It required no flexibility of 
throat. 1807 tr. Gade’s Trav. II. 218 Mrs. Siddons pos- 
sesses all the flexibilities of tone. 1848 RimBauLt /7rst Bh. 
Piano 43 When the fingers of the right hand have acquired 
some degree of flexibility. 1848 C, Bronte ¥. Eyre xi. 102 
A flexibility of voice and an appropriateness of gesture. 

3. Readiness to yield to influence or persuasion, 
pliancy of mind or disposition. Const. Zo. 

1647 CLARENDON //ist, Reb, vit, (1843) 426/1 The flexibility 
and instability of that gentleman’s nature, not being then 
understood. 1751 JoHNSoN Rambler No. 162 P 6 Flexibility 
to his present humour, 1772 Priestiry /zst. Relig. (1782) 
I, x51 The flexibility, as we may call it, of a child. 

Flexible (fleksib’l), a Also 6 flexable, 
-ibil(, [a F. flexible, f. L. flexibil-is, f. flex- 
ppl. stem of flectére to bend.] 

. Capable of being bent, admitting of change in 
figure without breaking; yielding to pressure, 
pliable, pliant. 

1548 Hat Chron., Edw. IV, 212 Like a rede with every 
wind is agitable and flexible, 1562 BuLLEYN Bh. Sicke ATen 
81a, Feele also the pacient .. whither the partes be pained, 
or flexable, or haue loste their strength and are stiffe. 1606 
Suaks. 7%. § Cr. 1, iii. 50 When the splitting winde Makes 
flexible the knees of knotted Oakes. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 796 And you shall finde ..the Stalke harder and less 
Flexible, than it was. 1664 Power E-xf. Philos. 1. 42 It 
hath a Cartilaginous flexible Tube or Channel. 1731 Ar- 
BUTHNOT A diments ii. (1735) 40 An Animal, in order to be 
moveable, must be flexible. 1802 BrincLey Axim. Biog. 
(1813) II. 373 These parts, with the tail, are covered by a 
strong flexible skin, 1823 W. PuiLuirs /ztrod. Min, Introd. 
9 A flexible granular quartz is found in Brazil. 1874 Bou- 
TELL Arms §& Arm, ii, 17 The long, flexible and pointless 
weapons that are described by the Roman historians. 

+2. Of a fluid: Not rigid, yielding, Of winds: 
Variable in direction, shifting. Ods. 

1612 SpeED Theat. Gt. Brit. 1v. v. 145 The quicke and 
flexible windes cooling the heat of Summer. 1612 Brerr- 
woop Lang. § Relig. 115 Water being. . heavy and flexible, 
will slide away at any inequalitie. 1692 Locke Educ. § 1 
A gentle application of the hand turns the flexible Waters 
into Channels. 

3. a. That can be ‘ bent’, inclined, or rendered 
favourable fo (0bs.) b. Willing or disposed to yield 
to influence or persuasion ; capable of being guided, 
easily led, impressionable, manageable, tractable. 

a@1420 Hoccteve De Reg. Princ. 3358 To mercy were her 
hertes ay flexible. 1533 FritH Axsw. Fisher (1829) 189 Our 
judge, therefore, must not be partial, flexible, nor ignorant. 
1548 Hatt Chrox., Edw. IV, 199 b, If he sawe hym flexible 
to his purpose. 1893 SHaxs. 3 //ez. V/,1. iv. 141. 1614 
Srreep ist. Gt. Brit, vi. v. (1632) 38 They saw both heauen 
and earth flexible to their deliuerance. 1642 NEwcoMEN 
Serm. bef. Ho, Com. 5 Nov. (1643)6 The tender and flexible 
age ofherson. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety xvi. ® 2 ‘The vulgar, 
who are commonly flexible to any new impression. 1727 
Philip Quaril 139 Quarll .. was soon made flexible by her 
Tears, 1769 Funius Lett, xxxy. 160 Can you conceive that 
the people .. will long submit to be governed by so flexible 
a house of Commons? 1863 E. V. Neate Anal. Th, § Nat. 
gg A directing reason, easy to be entreated, and flexible. 

absol. 1772 JOHNSON Argt. Hastie in Boswell App. u.(1848) 
8314/1 The flexible will be reformed by gentle discipline. 

4. Susceptible of modification or adaptation to 


various purposes or uses; pliant, supple. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Relig, Med. Pref., There are many 
things [in the book] to be taken in a soft and flexible sense. 
1769 Ropertson Chas, V, III. 238 His flexible genius was 
capable of accommodating itself to every situation. 1837-9 
Hatiam fist, Lit. I. iii.1. § 116, 227 In his Latin style. .he 
is less flexible and elegant. 1841 Myers Cath. Th. i. § 10, 
38 To proclaim a more flexible rule of judgement. 1882 
A. W. Warp Dickens iii. 55 Never was his inventive force 
more flexible and more at his command. 1886 LoweLi 
Democr. 226 A janguage at once so precise and so flexible 
as the Greek. 

b. Of the voice: (see quot. 1825). 

1712 Hucues Sfect. No. 541 P 7 Sorrow and complaint 

demand a voice quite different, flexible, slow, interrupted, 
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1825 DANnneLEy Encycl, Mus., Flexible, a voice is said to 
be flexible when it can swell and diminish its tones, with 
such grace and power, as to give every shade of expression 
to the melody it executes. 183x Lyrron Godolph. 30 His 
voice was so deep and flexible. 

ec. In depreciatory sense : Supple, complaisant. 

1826 Syp. Smitu Ws. (1867) II. 118 But some have been 
selected for flexible politics. 

5. quasi-adv, = FLEXIBLY. 

1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 115 The sword should be 
held flexible. 

Flexibleness (fle-ksib’Inés). [f. prec. + -NuSS.] 
= FLEXIBILITY in various senses. 

1612-15 Br. Hari Contempl., O. T. xix. iii, If this son of 
Chenaanah had not had..a heart of lead for flexiblenesse to 
humours and times. 1669 WoopHEAD S¢. Teresa 11. App. 1 
‘They .. perceive in the Superior such a flexibleness, as to 
pass by their faults. 1692 Locke Haduc. § 199. 255 The 
flexibleness of the former part of a Man’s Age. 

Flexibly (fle‘ksibli), adv. [f. as prec. + -Ly 2.] 
In a flexible manner, with flexibility. 

1607 TorseLt Four-f, Beasts (1658) 149 They stand not 
stiffe, but bend flexibly. Jdzd., Sexfents (1658) 705 Their 
bodies are leaner, flexibly turning to every side, according 
to the necessity of motion. 1861 Gro. Exior Szlas M7. 17 
Two thick leather bags, which .. lent themselves flexibly to 
every corner. 1871 R. Exuis Catudlus |xiv. 183 O’er wide 
water his oars move flexibly fleeting. 

Flexicostate (fleksikg:ste't). [f /lex?- com- 
bining form of L. flex-us, pa. pple. of /lectére to 
bend + Cosratr.] ‘Having bent ribs’ (1846 
Smart). Hence in later Dicts. 

Flexile (fleksil), z. Now somewhat zare. Also 
7 flexil. [ad. L. flexiZem, f. flex- ppl. stem of 
Jlectére to bend : see -1LE.] 

1. Easily bending or bent, pliant, supple, flexible. 
Of the features: Mobile. 

1633 T. Apams Z.xf. 2 Peter ii. 20 The serpent .. winds 
about it with his flexile and folding body. az1734 Nortu 
Lives 11, 202 From the box proceeds a flexile pipe with the 
tool at the end. 1774 Westm. Mag. II. 374 Hers is the 
humble eye, the flexile knee, 1814 Worpsw. 2xcursion vin, 
443 Whose flexile boughs .. conceal’d the stems and roots. 
1834 Lytton Pompeii 2t A Sicilian who with vehement 
gestures and flexile features was narrating. .a strange tale. 

2. transf. and fig. a. Easily directed or swayed ; 
yielding, tractable. Ib. Capable of varied adapta- 
tion, versatile. 

1651 Biccs New Disp. P 291. 214 Their too flexile natures. 
1738-46 THomson Sz22er 980 At sea, whose every flexile 
wave Obeys the blast. 1744 Armstrone Preserv’. Health ii. 
383 Whose flexile genius sparkles in the gem, Grows firm in 
oak, and fugitive in wine. 1836 Lytton Athens I. 111 ‘The 
Tonians .. were susceptible, flexile [etc.]. 1842 Tennyson 
Amphion viii. 59 Oh, nature first was fresh to men. . So youth- 
ful and so flexile then, You moved her at your pleasure. 

Hence Flexi'lity [+-1ry], the quality or con- 
dition of being flexile. 

1659 Stantey H7st. Philos. (1701) 565/2 There are others 
which depend upon these; as Flexility, ‘Tactility, Ductility, 
and others. 1815 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XL. 409 
The flexility of the Samaritans. 

+Flexiloquent, a. Obs. rare. [f. L. flexi- 
loquus (f. lexus, pa. pple. of fectére to bend + logui 
to speak): see -LOQUENT.] Speaking words of 
doubtful or double meaning. 

1656-81 in Brount Glossogr. 1692-1732 in Coes, 

Flexinish, obs. form of FLAXENISH. 

Flexion, flection (flekfon). [ad. L. fexzon- 
em, n, of action f. flectére (ppl. stem flex-) to bend. 
Cf. Fr. flexion, Sp. flexion, It. flessione. The ety- 
mological spelling /exzor is the original in Eng. ; 
Jiection (first in 18th c.) is due to the influence of 
such words as affection, direction, etc.] 

1, The action of bending, curvature; bent condi- 
tion ; an instance of this. 

1656 Hopnpes Szx Less, Wks. 1845 VII. 260 It is the 
quantity of that crookedness or flexion, by which a straight 
line is bent into an arch of a circle equal to it. 1659 
Pearson Creed vi. 562 Thus to sit doth not signifie any 
peculiar inclination or flexion. 1796 BroucHam in Pid. 
Trans, LXX XVI. 227 Flexion, or the bending of the rays [of 
light] in their passage by bodies, 1807 Roninson Archeol. 
Greca Il. xx. 323 Eluding the stroke of the adversary by 
a flexion of the body. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 692 The 
apes? +. of the stem and leaf-stalk produced by the 
wind. 

attrib. 1869 BicELow (¢z¢Ze) On the Mechanism of Dis- 
location and Fracture of the Hip. With the Reduction of 
the Dislocation by the Flexion Method. 

b. esp. The bending of a limb or joint by the 
action of the flexor muscles. Cf. EXTENSION 2. 

1615 CrookE Body of Man 989 By this articulation both 
flexion and extention is made, 1644 Butwer Chiron. 121 
Delicate flexions..of the Fingers. 1799 AZed. ¥rvd. 11. 166 
It did not produce a perceptible flexion of the tibia. 1835-6 
Topp Cycl. Anat. 1. 256/t When two segments of a limb 

. can be brought to form an angle with each other, the 
motion is that of flexion. 188x Mivart Ca? 117 This liga- 
ment aids powerfully in preventing the flexion of the knee 
forwards. 

e. A kneeling (in prayer), genuflexion. rare. 

1862 Lond, Rev. 30 Aug., Next followed two prayer 
flections at the Tomb of Abraham. 

d. A turning of the eye in any direction. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 719 Pity causeth sometimes. .a Flexion 
or Cast of the Eye aside. : 

+2. Alteration, change, modification. Ods. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch's Mor, 1251 In every one of 











FLEXUOSE. 


them Sacadas made a certeine flexion .. called Strophe. 
1644 Butwer Chiron. 123 Oratours..(who hunted also after 
delicate flexions of words), 1655 Furter CA. ‘ist. 111. v, 
§ 35 The Flexion of his condition (I mean, the altering of 
his occasions). 

b. A modification of the sound or tone of the 
voice in singing or speaking ; inflexion. 

1758 JoHNson /dler No. 25 P 5 Variation of gesture, and 
flexion of voice, are to be obtained only by experience. 
1846 GroTE Greece 1. xxi. (1862) I. 530 Flexions and intona- 
tions of the voice. . 

3. concr. The bent part of anything; a bend, 
curve. Also, a joint. 

1607 TorseLtt Four. Beasts 204 Being vnable to rise 
againe because of the short Nerues and no flexions in his 
Legs. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 222 Of a Sinuous Pipe, that 
may haue some foure Flexions, Triall would be made. 
1726 Leoni Adlerti’s Archit. III. 20/t There are like 
flexions in the boughs of trees. 1803 JZed. Frnd. X. 61 He 
put a blister .. below the flexion on the anterior part of the 
thigh. 1867 Howe ts /tal. Yourn. 56 A cavernous arcade 
which curves round the water with the flection of the 
shore. 

4. Gram. Modification of the form of a word; 
esp. the change of ending in conjugation, declension, 
etc.; inflexion. Also, the modified form or ending 
of a word. 

1605 CAMDEN Rem. (1657) 39 Neither are we loaden with 
those declensions, flexions, and variations which are in- 
cident to many other tongues, 1669 Gate Crt. Gentiles 
I. 1. x1. 64 Those very words. .differ somewhat in the sound 
of the vowels and flexion. 1720 De For Duncan Campbell 
(1841) 37 The flexion or conjugation of the verb. 1773 Lp. 
Monsoppo Lazxg. I. m1. xiv. 672 Proper terminations and 
flections. 1817 CoLtreripce Blog, Lit, 175 The common 
grammatic flexions of some tribe or province. 1875 Wuit- 
ney Life Lang. xii. 241 An agglutinative dialect..with no 
determinate flexion, 

5. Math. = FLEXvURE 6. 

1704 Haves Tyveat. Fluxions v1. 153 The Use of Fluxions 
in Investigating the Points of contrary Flexion and Re- 
trogression of Curves. 1857 Nicuon Cycl. Phys. Sc. s.v., 
The mathematical theory of Flexion starts from the basis 
or datum of this Line of No-disturbance. 


Flexional, flectional (flekfanal), a. [f. 
prec. +-AL.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of 
flexion, esf. in Grammar: see FLEXION 4. Also, 
of a language: Possessed of, or based upon flexions. 
Cf, INFLEXIONAL. 

1833 J. C. Harein Philolog. Museum 11. 256 The meaning 
of a flexional termination. 1862 Marsu Ezg. Lang. 347 
An important advantage of a positional..over a flectional 
syntax, is that [etc.] 1869 Farrar Mam. Speech iv. 119 
note, A flexional language..makes use of elements. .purely 
conventional and mechanical. 1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. 
iv. 156 The clear flectional growth of the verb. 


Flexionless, flectionless (flekfonlés), a. 
[f. as prec. +-LESS.] Devoid of flexion or flexions; 


only in grammatical sense. 

1860 Farrar Orig. Lang. vili. 182 A language petrified in 
its first stage of flexionless and ungrammatical monosyllables, 
1874 R. Morris “7st. Eng. Gram. ii. § ii. P 22 Dialects .. 
almost as flexionless as modern English. 

+ Flexity. Obs. rare. [f. FLEX v. + -ITY.] 
The quality or condition of being bent from the 
straight line (said of rays of light). 

1797 Broucuam in Phil, Trans. LXX XVII. 360 We may, 
therefore, say that the rays of light differ in degree of 
refrangity, reflexity, and flexity, comprehending inflexity 
and deflexity. 

+ Flexive, a. Obs. [f. L. flex- ppl. stem of 

Jlectéve to bend +-IvE.] ‘Tending to bend, flexible. 

1629 Davenant Albovine 11. Dram, Wks. 1872 I. 55 Be 
flexive in your smiles. 1647 R. Stapytton Yuvenal xiv. 
303 To cast his flexive body through a hoope. 1791 W. 
Bartram Trav. 329 These heavy spikes of flowers .. bend 
the slender flexive stems to the ground. 

Hence Fle‘xively adv. 

1651 Fuller's Abel Rediv., Myconius 141 His heart was 
alwayes flexively inclind ‘To what was good, 

Flexon, obs. f, FLAXEN. 

Flexor (flekso1). Cf. Fiecror. fa. mod.L. 

flexor, agent-n. f. flectére (ppl. stem lex-) to bend.] 

1. A muscle whose function it is to produce flexion 


in any part of the body. Opposed to extensor. 

1615 CrookE Body of Man 743 The two Flexors and the 
two extensors, 1726 Monro Anat. 331 The Flexors of the 
great Toe. 1880 tiogiey Crayfish iii. 99 The flexors of the 
abdomen. 

2. attrib, in flexor muscle, surface, tendon. 

1726 Monro Anat, 328 This Bone is concave, for lodging 
the Flexor-muscles. @1735 ArsutHnot Mem. Scrib. x. 
Wks. (1892) 345 Flatterers who have the flexor muscles so 
strong that they are always bowing and cringing. 1847 
Youatr Horse i. 14 Through the whole course of the flexor 
tendon. 188x Mrvart in Nature No. 615.337 Aspine which 
projects vertically from the inner, or flexor surface of each 
finger or toe. 

+Flexpeng. Os. ?A gudgeon. 

c1475 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 763 Fundudlus, a flexpeng. 

Flexs(s, obs. form of FLESH. 

Flexuose (fleksiz,dus), a. Chiefly Bot. [ad. 
L. flexuos-us, {. flexu-s sb. a bending (z-stem), f. 

Jlect&re to bend.] Winding in and out, bending to 
and fro, serpentine, undulating, crooked. 

1727 in Battey vol. II. 1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. 
xxvi. 393 The stem is a little flexuose or winding. 1826 
Kirsy & Sp. Extomod. (1828) Il]. xxxv. 673 In Lygzeus 
Pharaonis the posterior pair are flexuose. 1845 LinDLEY 
Sch, Bot. ix. (1858) 154 Stalk of sporangium curved, flexuose, 


FLEXUOSITY. 


Flexuosity (fleksizg'siti). fad. F. flexuosité, 
ad, L. flexuositat-em, n. of state f. flexudsius: see 
prec. and -1ry.] The quality or condition of being 
flexuous ; an instance of this; a winding. 

16x Corer., //exwostte, flexuositie ; a most crooked or 
manifold turning. 1737 OzELLt Rabelais ut. iv. (1807) I]. 26r 
By long ambages, circuits, and flexuosities. 1830 R. Knox 
Béclari’s Anat. 168 ‘The flexuosity consists in a course 
alternately undulated above and belowastraight line. 1853 
Puitiirs Rivers Vorksh, ix. 243 [Roads] which exhibit a 
negligent flexuosity. 

Flexuoso-, combining form of FLExvosE or 
FLEXUOUS, occas. prefixed to other adjs. to indicate 
a flexuous form or arrangement. 

1846 Dana Zoofh. (1848) 227 A[straea] flexuoso-convex. 
Ibid. 327 Lobes carinato-angular, and flexuoso-divaricate. 
1856 W. Crark Van der Hoeven's Zool. 1. 405 Antenne in 
both sexes simple, flexuoso-clavate, with smooth apex, 

Flexuous (fle-ksizas), a. [ad. L. flexuds-us : 
see FLEXUOSE and -ovus.] 

1. Full of bends or curves; winding, sinuous. 
Now chiefly in scientific use, said of animal or 
vegetable structures. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. vi. § 6. 28 Imitating the ordi- 
narie flexuous courses of Nature. a 1661 FULLER Worthies 
Barks. (1662) 8: The flexuous Riverof Thames. 1828 Stark 
Elem. Nat. Hist, \. 420 Lateral line flexuous ; tail slightly 
bilobate, 1860 O. W. Hotmes Zdsze V. x, Her lithe body 
undulating with flexuous grace. 1874 T, Harpy Madding 
Crowd 1, xxy. 282 About equal proportions of gnarled and 
flexuous forms, the former being the men, the latter the 
women. 

2. Moving in bends or waves, undulating. rave. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 820 The Flexuous Burning of Flames 
doth shew the Aire beginneth to be vnquiet. 1872 Darwin 
Emotions Introd. 11 Man cannot express love, . by external 
signs, so plainly as does a dog, when with .. flexuous body 
.. he meets his beloved master, 

Hence Fle‘xuously adv., in a flexuous manner. 

1846 Dana Zoofh, (1848) 382 Flexuously branched stems. 
1872 H. C. Woop Fresh-W. Alezw 34 Flexuously curved. 


Flexural (fleksiiral), a [f. next + -aL.] 
Of or relating to flexure. 

1879 THomson & Tait Vat, Philos. § 591 The constants 
of flexural and torsional rigidity. 

Flexure (fleksiti). [ad. L. flexiira, f. flectére 
to bend: see -URE.] 

1, The action of flexing or bending; curvature ; 
an instance of this. 

1592 Nobody & Someb. 1062 in Simpson Sch. Shaks. (1878) 
I. 318 There’s those are made For flexure, let them stoope. 
1599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of Hum, ‘Grex’ 26 The easie 
flexure of his supple hammes. c161r CHApMAN //ad xxul. 
409 Eumelus made most pace With his fleet mares, and he 
began the flexure as we thought. 1764 Reip Juquiry v. $7 
A new sensation, which accompanies the flexure of joints, 
and the swelling of muscles. 1775 JOHNSON West. /s/. 
Wks. X. 351 The way makes a flexure, 1827 FARADAY 
Chem. Manip. ii. 25 By flexure of the beam or change in 
the points of support. 1870 Ruskin Lect. Art vi, 165 ‘They 
give life by flexure of surface, not by quantity of detail. 

jig. 1649 JER. Taytor Gf, Exemp, Ep. Ded. 1 That pro- 
position which complies with.. all the flexures of its tem- 
porall ends, 

2. Flexed or bent condition ; ‘ the form or direc- 
tion in which anything is bent’ (J.), bent figure or 
posture; bending, or winding form. 

1628 EarLe Microcosm, xxx. (1811) 86 No antick screws 
men’s bodies into such strange flexures. 1658 Evetyn 1’ 
Gard. (1675) 15 Which. . will oblige the trees to what flexure 
and forme you please. 1691 Ray Creation 11. (1692) 5 ‘The 
contrary flexure of the Joints of our Arms and Legs to that 
of Quadrupeds. 1794 G. Apams Wat. §& Exp. Philos. 1. v. 
200 Muscles, by which he [man] can give. .to his tongue, any 
kind of flexure he pleases, 1826 Goop Bk, Naz. (1834) I. 
t The details. .of planting the woods, of giving flexure to 
the rivers, [etc.] 1875 BLackmoreE A lice Lorraine II. xxiii. 
323 With classic flexure of luxuriant hair. 

+3. A tendency to bend or be bent; a strain. Ods, 

1652 App. SAncrorr Mod. Pol. in D’Oyly Life Il. 254 
There is no such equilibrious virtue, but has some flexure to 
one of the extremes. 1665 Hooke Jicrogr. 42 The parts 
of the Glass are under a kind of tension or flexure. 

+4. a. Power of bending. Const. of b. Capa- 
bility of being bent ; flexibility. Ods. 

1651-3 Jer. Tavtor Ser. for Year (1850) 154 Stiff as 
icicles, and without flexure as the legs of elephants. 1779 
Phil. Trans. UX1X. 10 He .. had the perfect flexure and 
use of his fore arm. 1802 Patey Nat. Theol. i. (1819) 2 
A flexible chain artificially wrought for the sake of flexure. 

5. concr. A thing of bent shape; the bent part of 
anything (e. g. a limb, river, road) ; a bend, curve, 
turn, winding. 

1607 Torsett Serpents (1658) 674 An angle or flexure of 
sixteen ribs. 16532 F. Kirkman Clerio & Lozta 91 Her Coif 
. with flexures in it for her hair to pass out most compleatly 
curled. c1720 Greson Farrier's Guide 1, v. (1738) 56 
(They] lose their fleshy substance .. as they approach the 
Flexure of the lower Jaw-bone. 1773 Hist, Brit. Dom. N. 
Amer, 11. V. § 2. 295 From the hook or flexure .. vessels get 
out tosea with difficulty. 1800 Med. Fru/, 111. 23 The lowest 
part of the sigmoid flexure of the colon. 181x4 Cary Dante 
Purg. xxv. 105 Now the last flexure of our way we reach’d. 
1839 SToNEHOUSE A xholme 152 The arched entrance to the 
north porch, which is richly ornamented by trefoil flexures. 
1868 Brownine Ring § Bk. 1x. 57 Her babe—that flexure of 
soft limbs. 1874 Cours Birds N. W. 688 The wing from the 
flexure, differs. .almost or quite an inch. : 

6. Math. The bending or curving of a line or 
surface. In the theory of elasticity, the bending 
of a surface or solid. Flexure of a curve; its 
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bending towards or from a straight line. 
contrary flexure: see CONTRARY A. 5 d. 

1672 Watts in Rigaud Corr. Sct. Aen (1841) II. 538 The 
figure of tangents applied to the arch stretched out into 
a straight line, hath no contrary flexure. 1831 BREWSTER 
Optics vi. 64 All the variety of caustics, with their cusps and 
points of contrary flexure. 1856 Denison Lect. Ch. Building 
ili. 93 Hogarth’s line of beauty.. is.. in mathematical lan- 
guage, a curve of contrary flexure. 1857 WHEWELL //7s?¢. 
Induct. Sc.1.79 This flexure is different at different angles. 
1879 THomson & Tair Nat. Philos. § 141 Flexure stretches 
one side and condenses the other temporarily. 

7. Geol. A bending of strata under pressure, 
chiefly from below, 

1833 Lyett Princ. Geol. 111. 316 The great flexure of the 
secondary and tertiary beds. 1845 Darwin Voy. Wat. ix. 
(1879) 196 The quartz rock. . underwent. .remarkable flexures 
without being shattered. 1882 Geikin 7ext-6k. Geol. vu. 
915 Various types of flexure may be noticed. 

Hence Flexured /7/. a. [-ED*], having a flexure 
or flexures. 

1881 BiackmorE Chyistowell Il. xiv. 276 The carven 
curves and flexured tracery of soft little ears. 

Fley, flay (f2'), sd. Sc. and north. dial. [f. 
next.) A fright; also in /o get, take (a) fley. Cf. 
Fire 56.1 

1804 Tarras Poems 70, I watna, bit [but] I’ve gotten 
a fley. 1813 D. ANDERSON Poevzs 80(Jam.) But bauldly then 
shook off their flay. /ézd. 121 Timarous fowk tak flay. 1892 
Northumbld. Gloss., Flay, a fright, 

Fley, flay (fle!), v. Os. exc. Sc. and north. 
Forms; 3-9 flay, (5 flaey), 4-6 fle, (7 flea, 8 
flee), 6 flie, 7-8 fly. See Finc. [OE. *zzan, 
*fézan (found in the compound d-flyzan: see 
AFLEY) =ON. /leyja, OHG. (ar-) flaugen, Goth. 
(us-) faugjan:—OTeut. *faugjan, causative of 

Jleugan to FLY.] 

1. fans. To put to flight, frighten away. Also 
with away. 

a1225 Lee. Kath. 1602 An se swide swote smal com anan 
prefter, pzet fleide awei be fearlac. ¢1325 Metr. Hom. 69 
Many tyme Flayed he fendes fell fra hyme. c14s0 Be, 
Hawkyng in Rel, Ant. I. 298 If thu handell thy hawke .. 
with thi handes unwasch .. thu fleyst thyn hawke .. above 
allthyng. 1572 Sa/zr. Poems Reform. xxxiii. 218 Quhair is 
jour wit..To fle away my husband Common-weill? a@ 1605 
Potwart Flyting w. Montgomerie 211 And thinkes like 
fooles, to fley all faes With targets, tul3ies, and toome talk. 
1871 C. Gispon Lack of Gold xxi, ‘Ye may fley the laird 
from the country.’ 1876 Whitby Gloss., Flay, to scare away. 

2. To frighten, scare, terrify. 

@1300 Cursor M. 17288+359 (Cott.) Bot wymmen flayed 
vus foule with wordez bat pai saide. 1375 Barnour Bruce 
xvi. 217 Thai war so felly fleyit thar, That [etc.] c14s0 SA. 
Cuthbert (Surtees) 2374 Pai flowe away as pai were flayde. 
1863 Davipson Confut. Kennedy in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844) 
208 Thay walde faine fley us with the wynde of the worde 
of perturbatione. 1721 Keiity Sc. Prov. 391 You are more 
flay’d than hurt. 1785 Burns Death §& Dr. Hornbook ix, 
‘My name is Death But be na fley’d.’ 1849 C. Bronte 
Shirley v. 46 ‘Like as they’re flayed wi’ bogards.’ 1889 
Nicuorson folk-speech E. Yorksh. 33 Poor Billy was om- 
mast flaid oot ov his wits. 

3. intr. To be afraid or frightened. 

1768 Ross /Yelenore 1. 378 Nory .. had some farther gane, 
For Lindy fly’d. @1776 in Herd Codlect. II. 216 The feint 
a body was therein, ye need na fley’d for being seen, 

4. Comb. flay-crake, -crow, a scarecrow. 

1788 W. Marsuatt Vorksh. Gloss. (EK. D. 8.) */lay-crake, 
ascare-crow. 1883 Loxgnz. Jag. June 166 Coming across 
a ‘flaycrake’ among the young wheat. 1824 Craven Dial. 
74 *Flaycraw, 1852 R.5. SurtErs Sfonge’s Sp. Tour xiv. 
72 A hat that would disgrace anything but a flay-crow. 

Hence Fleyed ///. a., frightened ; afraid ; timor- 
ous. Const. of Also Fley'edly (flzetiie), adv. ; 
Fley'edness. 

¢1428 WyntToun Crom. Vi. xviii. 1926 He. .bad hyr noucht 
fleyd to be off that. c1qs0 Henryson Poems (1865) 206 
Quhill that the Wolf for fleidnes fylit the field. 1533 Gau 
Richt Vay (1888) 107 Zour fleyit conscience. 1563 W1n3ET 
Four Scotr Tre Quest, Pref. Wks. 1888 I. 50 Of the silence 
and fleitnes of wtheris. 1596 DatrympLe tr. Leslie's /Tist. 
Scot, 1x. 215 Quhilk .. waik throuch feir ouer flietlie stude 
abak. a1605 Potwarr Plyting w. Montgomerie 781 Fleyd 
foole, mad muile! 1674 Ray WV. C. Words 26 A flaid 
Coxcomb, a fearful fellow. 1676 Row Spf. Blair's Auto- 
biog., (1848) xii. 539 Sharp who was as flyed asa fox, 1850 
(Mrs. Lear] Tales Kirkbeck Ser. , 121 ‘1’se flayed on’t’ 
Elky exclaimed. 

Fley(e, obs. forms of Fay. 

Fleyen, obs. pa. pple. of Fiay. 

Fley(h)s, obs. form of FLESH. 

Fleying (flé-in), v4/. sb. dial. [f. Fumy v.+ 
-InG1.] The action of the vb. FLry; an instance 
of this; hence, fright, fear. Also conc, Something 
that frightens; a hobgoblin. 

1340 Hampote Pr, Consc. 6112 Pe day of flaying and of 
af[rjay. 18zx WILLAN in Archeologia XVII. 146 Playing, 
an apparition or hobgoblin. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., layin’, 
a spectre, an apparition. 1876 /Vhitby Gloss., ‘1 gat a sair 
flaying.” 

Fleyke, Fleyl(e, Fleys, obs. ff. of FLaxkn, 
FLAIL, FLEECE. 

Fleysome, flaysome (fl@'sim), a. dial. [f. 
Fuay sd.+-some.] Frightful, dreadful. 

1790 A. Witson Ef. 4o Picken Poet. Wks. (1846) 106 
He got on his fleesome cowl. 1848 E. Bronte Wuthering 
HH, xxxiii. 266 Yon flaysome graceless quean. 1891 Ar- 
Kinson Last Giant-Killers 150 Such flaysome, ghostlike 
beings, 
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FLICHTERED. 


Fleyte, obs. form of Fiire. 

Fliar, obs. Sc. form of FiyEr. 

+ Flibber gibber, @. Ods. rare—'. [Cf. next.] 
? Glib-tongued. 

1561 AwveLay Frat, Vacab. (1575) Biy, This is a flibber 
gibber Knaue, that doth fayne tales. 

Flibbertigibbet (ili bostidzi-bét). Forms: 
6 flibbergib(be, flybbergybe, 7 flibber de’ Jibb, 
6-7 flebergebet, -gebit, -gibet, 6 flibber-gibbet, 
7 fliberdigib(b)et, fliberdegibek, 9 flibberty-, 
flipperty-gibbet, 7- flibbertigibbet. [App. an 
onomatopeeic representation of unmeaning chatter. 
The earliest form in our quots., zberg7b, is prob. 
the original; the later expansions are of a kind 
commonly met with in imitative words. The end- 
ing may be due to association with gzdlet.] 

1. A chattering or gossiping person; a flighty 
or frivolous woman, 

1549 Latimer 2nd Serm. bef. Edw. VI, Dv, These .. 
flybbergybes an other daye shall come & clawe you by the 
backe and say [etc.] 161x Cotcr., Coguette, a pratling, or 
proud gossip; a titifill, a flebergebit. 1640 Brome Sfaragus 
Gard. 1. iv, Good Mrs. Flibber de’ Jibb with the French 
fly-flap 0’ your coxecombe. 1892 Travers Mona Maclean 
I. 6 You. .are less of a flibbertigibbet than the world takes 
you to be. 

+2, The name of a devil or fiend. Oés. 

1603 Harsnet Pog, Jmpost. x. 49 Frateretto, Fliberdi- 
gibbet, Hoberdidance, Tocobatto were foure deuils of the 
round, or Morrice. 1605 SHaks. Lear ul. ivy, 120 The foule 
Flibbertigibbet. .hurts the poore Creature of earth. 

b. A person resembling the character so nick- 
named in Scott’s Kenz/worth ; an impish-looking, 
mischievous, and flighty urchin; a person of gro- 
tesque appearance and restless manners. 

[1821 Scorr Kenz/w. x, Dickie Sludge, or Flibbertigibbet, 
as he called the boy.] 1826 H. N. Cotertpce West /ndies 
292 What with her dishevelled hair and young black 
Flibbertigibbet by her side, she looked like a real witch. 
1861 F. MercaLre Oxonian in Icel, 305 A white-haired flib- 
bertigibbet of a boy. 1878 Stevenson /nland Voy. 63 He 
was a lean, nervous flibbertigibbet of a man. 

Hence Fli-bberty-gi'bberty a., flighty, frivolous, 
senseless. 

1879 Mrs. WALForD Cozsins IT. 146 The gentle, serious 
Jane was taken with the flibberty-gibberty fellow. 1888 
in Berksh. Gloss. 

Flibote: see Fiy-Boat. 

+ Flibrigo, sd. Obs. rare—". 

1762 Lond. Miag. XX XI. 612/2 Whoever desires to fatten 
and strengthen. .let him refrain from high-seasoned hodge- 
podge, French magma, and fish flibrigo. 

Flibustier, var. of FILIBUSTER sd, 


|| Flicflac. [Fr.; echoic of a succession of 
sharp sounds.] A kind of step in dancing. 

1852 THACKERAY Char. & Humour Wks. 1886 XXIII. 321 
He teaches pirouettes and flic-flacs. 1860 — Round. Papers, 
De Fuventute 77 The feet of five hundred nymphs were 
cutting flicflacs on the stage. 

Flic(c)h(e, obs. forms of FLircs. 

Flicht, Sc. form of Fricut, FLITE. 


Flichter (flixter, sd. Sc. [f. next vb.] = 
FLicker 50.3 

1826 J. Witson Noct, Amdbr. Wks. 1855 I. 240 In a flichter 
o’ rainbow licht. 

Flichter, flighter (flixte1), v.! Sc. Also 6 
flichtir, flych-, flyghter, 9 fleighter. [? f. #/7chd, 
Fiicur v.; see -ER5, Cf. FLAUGHTER v.?] 

1. intr. Of a bird: To beat its wings, fly irregu- 
larly or feebly, flutter. Of inanimate objects: To 
flutter, move quivering through the air. 

1513 Douctas AZneis v. ix. 33 The foul affrayit flichtiris 
on hir wingis. 1635 D. Dickson Pract. Wks, (1845) I. 55 
If ye will stir & flichter like a bird ina cage. 1790 A. Wit- 
son Rabby’s Mistake Poet. Wks. (1846) ror Doos flighter’t 
through amang the stacks, 1816 Scorr Av/fzg. xxv, ‘It’s 
just a branch of ivy flightering awa frae the wa’.’ 

transf, 1871 WADDELL Ps, xc. 10 A gliff it gaes by an’ we 
flichter hame. jl 

2. To struggle ; to tremble, quiver, throb. 

1528 Lynpesay Dreavz 303 Mony ane thousand Comoun 
peple laye flichtrand in the fyre. 1553 Douglas’ diners 
v. viii. 115 The beist .. can ly .. flychterand in the dede 
thraWis (cf. Fricker v, 3]. 1724 [see AZ. a.]. 

Hence Fli‘chtering v0/, sb. and Al. a. 

1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) I. 162 My flighteren 
heart gangs pittie-pattie. 1768 Ross Hedeore 1, 1738 Sleep 
.. for a wee her flightering breast did heal. 1785 Burns 
Cotter’s Saturday N¢. iii, Th'expectant wee-things, toddlin, 
stacher through To meet their Dad wi’ flichterin noise and 
glee. 1820 Scotr Monas?. iii, ‘Our leddy is half gane 
already, as ye may see by that fleightering of the ee-lid.’ 

+ Flichter, fliighter, v.2 Sc. Ods. [? f. flich- 
ter, FLIGHTER, in the unrecorded sense of ‘ wing’ ; 
cf, penton vb.) trans. To bind, pinion. ; 

1680 in Wodrow Hist. Suff Ch. Scotl. (1722) U1. m1. iv. § 5. 
141 His Hands flightered with Ropes. 1703 WILLIAMSON 
Serm. bef, Gen. Assembly 48 Driven back to Lothian .. tied 
and flightered like thieves, 1768 Ross Hedenore 1229 His 
legs they loos’d, but flighter’d held his hands. 

Flichtered (fli:xto1d), 4/7. a. Sc. [f. FLICHTER 
v.1+-ED!,] Thrown into a flutter; a. volatile, 
flighty; b. frightened. 

1832-53 Whistle-binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. m1. 70, I canna say 
flichter’d an’ foolish ye’ve been. 1889 Barrie Window in 
Thrums 102 ‘ They were juist as flichtered themsels.’ 


a 


FLICK. 
Flick (flik), sd.1 [Echoic; cf. F. ficflac the 
cracking of a whip.] 

1. A light blow, esp. one given with something 
pliant, a whip, ete., or with the finger-nail. 

1447 BokENHAM Seyztys 85 Thycraft..is not wortha flykke. 
rs9t PercivaLt Sf. Dict., Cachete, a flicke in the cheeke. 
1749 Fiecpinc Tom Yones v. ii, ‘If the parson had not his 
petticoats on, I should have lent un o flick.’ 1859 Boyp 
Recr. Country. Parson (1862) 74, I have sometimes given 
you an angry flick when you shied, 1886 D. C. Murray 
First Person Sing. xix. 146 With a dexterous flick of the 
towel he extinguished his own candle. 

b. Any sudden movement; a jerk. 

1866 Reader 6 Jan. 19/1 The peculiar flick of the brush in 
drawing the terminations of the foliage. 1867 F. Francis 
Angling vii. (1880) 263 The slightest ‘flick’ or ‘crack’ [in 
throwing the line] will necessitate putting on a new fly. 

e. quasi-adv. With a flick. 

1862 H. Kincstey in JZacm. Mag. July 225 The line came 
“flick * home across his face. 

2. The sound thus produced ; hence, any slight, 
sharp sound. 

1844 Arts. Smitu Adv. Mr. Ledbury 1. xix, The only 
evidences of sound. . being the creaking and straining of the 
wheels. .or the flick of the driver's whip. 1866 Corn. Mag. 
Dec. 655 The flick of her cards falling upon the table was 
the music she loved best to hear. 1890 Glozucestersh. Gloss., 
Flick, the hasty snap of a greyhound when he fails to secure 
the hare. : 

3. concr. Something thrown off with a jerk; a 


dash, splash. (Perh. influenced by FLEcK sé,1) 

1848 THackeray Van, Fair xix, The flicks of yellow that 
the rushlight threw on the dreary darkened ceiling, 1891 
Pall Mall G. 13 Nov. 7/2 Great flicks of spray and foam as 
big as a man’s hand. 

Flick (fik), 52.2 
distinct words. ] 

+1. slang. A thief. Ods.—° 

1610 Rowianps Martin Mark-all, A Flicke [printed 
Afflicke], a Theefe. 

2. dial. and vulgar. (See quots.) 

1883 Punch 28 July 38/1 Last night, They’d a feet in these 
gardens, old flick. 1886 Etwortny W. Somerset Word-bk., 
flick, a very familiar epithet—as ‘Come on, old flick’. 

Flick, 53.3 dial. Also fleck. [var. of Furx.] 
The fur of a hare or rabbit, etc.; hence co//ect. hares 
and rabbits. Cf. FEATHER sd. 4. 

1812 Sporting Mag. XX XIX. 140 The black [cat] had lost 
a very large portion of his flick. 1840 SpurDENS S7ff. to 
Voc. £. Anglia, Flick, hare’s or rabbit’s down. 1887 Kent 
Gloss., Fleck, hares; rabbits; ground game. ‘They killed 
over two hundred pheasants, but not but terr’ble little fleck.’ 

Flick, s¢.4 dial, See Firck sb,5 

Flick: (flik), v.1 Cant. [prob. a dialectal variant 
of FuircH v.] trans. To cut. 

1677 Cotes, lick, to cut. 1750 Afol. Life Bampfylde- 
M. Carew 338 Flick me some panam and cassan; cut me 
some bread and cheese. 1785 Grose Dict. Vule. Tongue, 
Flick the peter, cut off the cloak bag, or portmanteau. 1815 


{Origin unknown ; perh. two 


Scorr Guy M. xxviii, One of them .. desired one of the lads | 


‘to hand in the black Peter, that they might flick it open’. 
1837 DisraeLi Venetia xiv, Flick the bread, cut the bread. 

Flick (flik), v.2 Also 9 fleck. [f. Frick sé.1; 
app. not recorded before the 19th c.] 

1. trans. To strike lightly with something flexible, 
as a whip. 

1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxiii, ‘Many and many is the 
circuit this pony has gone,’ said Mr. Crummles, flicking him 
skilfully on the eyelid. 1873 Ourpa Pascarél II, xi. 247 
Pascarél flicking his mandoline into harmony with the 
lazzarone song which he was humming. 1875 A. R. Horr 
My Schoolboy Fr. 149 Flicking each other with our towels. 
1884 W. C. Smitu Azldrostan 61, O white-throat swallow 
flicking The loch with long wing-tips. 

2. To remove (something) with a smart stroke 
of something flexible. Also with away. 

1847 ALB. Smitu Chr. Tadpole ii. 30 [He] attempted to flick 
a fly from the horse’s haunch. 1848 THackeray Van, Fair 
xxxvill, He would flick away .. the particles of dust with a 
graceful wave of his hand. 1887 Miss Brapvon Like & 
Unlike ii, Miss Deverill was flicking the chalk-marks off 
the cloth with her handkerchief. 

b. To throw (off, etc.) with a jerk ; to jerk. 

1816 T. L. Peacock Headlong Hall iv, Like so many spots 
of ink, flicked at random out of a pen. 1882 W. J. Cum- 
MINS Catalogue Fishing Tackle 10 Don't attempt to throw 
against the wind, as you would be sure to ‘flick’ the fly off. 

3. intr. To move with quick vibrations; (also, 
to flick it). Of a bird: To flutter; in quot. with 
out. Of a wound: To palpitate, throb. Cf, 
FLICKER. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxviii. (1856) 349 As it is, we 
are undoubtedly flicking it to the north again. 1866 BLack- 
MORE Cradock Nowell xxxi, The jar-bird flicked out from 
the ivy-drum, 1889 V. W. Linc. Gloss., Fleck, to flutter, to 
throb. ‘My thumb, I knew it was getherin’, it fleck’d soi.’ 
a1890 R. F. Burton in Lif (1893) I. 90 They were flick- 
ing across the country at the rate of twelve miles an hour, 


4. trans. To move or shake with a ‘flick’; to 
make a light stroke or movement with (a whip, 


etc.). 

1844 Mrs. Houston Yacht Voy. Texas U1. 313 The ladies 
.. begin flicking about their fans. 1849 ALB. SmitH Pottleton 
Leg. xxxi. 357 The driver flicked his whip at her parasol. 
1861 Fraser's Mag. Dec. 768 Our rotten old sail began to 
flick itself into shreds, 1877 C. Keener Zed. in G. S. Layard 
Life ix. (1892) 251, I was afraid of flicking my line into my 
host’s eye. 1879 G. Merepitu Zgoist xxxii. (1889) 312 He 
stood .. flicking a wet towel at Crossjay, 1886 STEVENSON 
Pr, Otto u, xii. 203 He flicked the order on the table, 











322 


absol. 1880 Blackw. Mag. Jan. 79/1 So, flicking first at 
one hind-leg, then at another, he succeeded..in getting her 
to face him. 

Flick (flik), v.3 Chiefly da/, Also fleck. [f. 
Frick 5b.3] 

1. trans. a. To cause the fur to fly from (a hare 
orrabbit) ; hence, to wound, b. Of a dog: To seize 
by the fur. 

1843 J. T. Hewretr College Life Ill. xxxiii. 299 They 
[the dogs] ran up to their hare .. flicked, and eventually 
killed her. 1876 Survey Provincialisms (E. D. S.) s.v., 
‘You flicked him pretty much’ means you shot him very 
hard. 1888 Berksh. Gloss. s.v. Vleck, ‘I viecked a rabbut 
zo’s I thinks the dogs ’ull ketch un.’ : 

2. To strip of fur. Hence, fg. To fleece, strip. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words, ‘1 fleck’t him of all his marbles,’ 

Flick(ke, obs. form of Fuircu. 

+ Flicker, 53.1 Ols.vave—1. [cf. Fuck sd.2] 

1598 FLorio, Guanciatore, .. a pilferer, a flicker. 

Flicker, 50.2 slang. A drinking-glass. Hence 
Flicker v., to drink (Farmer). 

1677 in Cotes. a@17oo in B, E. Dict. Cant. Crew. 
Apol. Life Bampfylde-M. Carew 338. 
Dict. Vule. Tongue. 

Flicker (fliske1), 50.3 [f. FL1cKER v.] 

1. An act of flickering, a flickering movement. 

1857 Hucues Tom Brown u. iv, [The bird would] with an 
impudent flicker of his tail, dart into the depths of the 
quickset. 1861 Witson & Gerxie Mem. E. Forbes i. 35 
The flicker of the leaves whose shadows mottle their waters, 

2. A wavering unsteady light or flame. 

1849 Ate. Smitu Pottleton Leg. vii. 36 After some delay, 
there was a flicker through the fanlight of the street door. 
1856 Kane Arct. Lxfl. I. xxviii. 371 Writing by this miser- 
able flicker of my pork-fat lamp. 1862 Miss Brappon Lady 
Audley viii. 57 The pale sky, tinged with the last cold 
flicker of twilight. 

Jig. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. 1. v.53 This little flicker of 
enthusiasm. 1865 CartyLE /redk, Gt. VII. xvi. vii. 75 
His Enterprise was a final flicker of false hope. 1876 Maups- 
LEY Physiol. Mind i. 25 The last flicker of departing life. 

Flicker (flisko1), 56.4 U.S. [Said to be echoic 
of the bird’s note.] ‘The popular name of various 
American species of woodpecker. 

1849 THoreau Week Concord Riv, Thursday 333 The 
flicker’s cackle is heard in the clearing. 1870 LowELi Study 
Wind. 19 The flicker makes good his claim to the title of 
pigeon-woodpecker. 1888 Riverside Nat, Hist. 1V. Introd. 8 
The two flickers are mainly characterized by the color of 
the under-surface of the wing and tail feathers, these being 
red in the red shafted (Colaptes mexicanus), gamboge yellow 
in the yellow-shafted flicker (C. auratus). Ibid. IV. 428 
The Cape flicker (C. chrysoides), with red moustache. 

+Flicker, a. Ods. rare. [f. FLICKER . ; 
cf. OE. flacor adj., mentioned under FLACKER v.] 
Unsteadfast, wavering. 

c1325 Metr. Hom. 36 Yorthi asked Crist quether man him 
soht Als he war man of fliker thoht. 

Flicker (fli‘ke1),v. Forms: 1 flicerian, -orian, 
3-5 flikeren, (4 flikkere), 4-5 fleker, -ir, 5-6 
fly(c)ker, 6 flickar, Sc. flickir, flikker, 6- flicker. 
[OE. fcortan, an onomatopceic formation with 
frequentative suffix (see -ER 5), expressing repeated 
quick movement similar to that expressed by 
FLACKER, but slighter or less noisy. ] 

1. intr. Of a bird: To flutter; to hover. occas. 
To flap the wings; to move by flapping the wings. 

c 1000 ELFric Hor. II, 156 An blac prostle flicorode ymbe 
his neb, ¢1386 Cuaucer Ax1?’s, 7. 1104 Above hir heed hir 
dowves flikeringe. 1447 BokenHam Seyztys (Roxb.) 109 
Ovyr hyr as she [a dove] dede hovyr flekerynge. 1581 
Marseck Bk. of Notes 348 Estrich, This bird .. cannot 
mount up to flie aloft, but flickereth in such wise as he 
cannot be overgone. 1616 Surry. & Marku. Country Farmie 
26 If the Duckes. . flicker with their wings often and a long 
time together. 1700 DrypDEN Palamon & Arc. 1. 123 The 
tuneful lark .. flickering on her nest, made short essays to 
sing. 1801 C. Smitu Solit. Wanderer 1. 255, I saw too .. 
‘the flying fish. .emerging from the waves on their wing-like 
fins, and flickering along the surface of the water. 1892 
Stevenson & Ossourne Wrecker xix. 304 The pinnacles .. 
were flickered about all day long by a multitude of wings. 

Jig. ©1374 Cuaucer Troylus iv. 1193 (1221) Her gost, 
that flikered aie a loft, Into her wofull herte ayen it went. 
1583 STanyHursT Aenezs 1. (Arb.) 64 From the fathers 
sermons shal such fond patcherye flicker? 

+2. To make caressing or fondling movements 
with the wing ; hence, to act in a fondling or coax- 
ingmanner ; to dally, hanker, look longingly (after). 

ai225 Ancr. R. 290 Spit him amidde pe bearde .. pet 
flikered so mit be. ¢1386 Cuaucer Pars. 7. & 783 Vit wol 
thay kisse, and flikkere, and besien hemself. 1530 Patscr. 
552/2, I flycker, I kysse togyther, e aise. 1556 J. Hey- 
woop Spider §& F. lxiii. 42 Where they may win ought .. 
they flickar, and flatter, in fauer to grow. 162r Burton 
Anat. Mel. ui. iii. rv. ii, It is most odious, when an old 
acherontic dizzard that hath one foot in his grave .. shall 
flicker after a young wench. 1697 Drypen Virgil Life **iij b, 

Lavinia .. looks a little flickering after Turnus. 1806 R. Ja- 
miEsON Pop. Ball. I. 296 Dorothy. .flicker'd at Willie again, 

b. slang and dial. (See quots.) 

a1700 B. E, Dict. Cant. Crew, To flicker, to grin or flout. 
1785-1823 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue, Flickering, grinning, 
or laughing in a man’s face. 1868 ArKinson Cleveland 
Gioss., ‘ He flicker’d and flyred lahk a girning cat.’ 

3. To make a fluttering or vibratory movement ; 
to wave to and fro ; to flutter (in the air or wind); 
to quiver, vibrate, undulate. Of wind: To blow 
in light gusts. 

¢1450 Merlin 324 Their baners .. flekered in the wynde. 
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FLICKERING. 


1577 Gascoicne Ws. (1587) 299, I see not one ., Whose 
feathers flant and flicker in the winds. 1601 HoLLanp 
Pliny 1, xvin. xxxv. 613 You shall marke the leaves of trees 
to move, flicker & play themselves. 1633 J. Fisner 77ve 
Trojans 11. v, Troopes, With gawdie pennons flickering 
in the aire. 1793 Eart Bucuan £ss., Spring (1812) 77 
The darkest indigo blue was seen ., to flicker on the sur- 
face of this molten gold. 1832 Tennyson Dream Fair 
Wom. 113 The high masts flicker'd as they lay afloat. 1850 
— In Mem.cx, Nor cared the serpent at thy side To flicker 
with his double tongue. 1873 Miss Tuackrray Old Ken- 
sington xi. 89 A wet foggy wind flickered in his face. 

b. ¢rans. (causatively.) (Cf, FLIck v.?) 

1843 Blackw. Mag. LIV. 399/2 We mount beside the red- 
faced, much-becoated individual who is flickering his whip 
in idle listlessness on the box. ; 

+4. To throb, palpitate, quiver. Ods. 

c1470 Henry Wallace u1. 268 His hart. .flykeryt to and fro. 
1508 Dunpar Test. A. Kennedy 43, I leif my hert .. That 
never mair wald flow nor flickir. 1513 DouGLas ve7s ut. 
ix. 73 The hait flesch ondir his teth flikkerand. did, v. viii. 
115 Sprewland and flikkerand in the deid thrawis. 

+5. fig. Of a person: To waver, vacillate. Obs. 

c13285 Metr. Hom. 92 This hischop flekerid in his thoht. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 165/2 Flekeryn, or waveryn yn vn- 
stabylle herte, 77/0. 

6. To flash up and die away alternately. Of a 
flame: To burn fitfully or unsteadily; also with 


compl., owt, etc. 

Now the prevailing sense, though scarcely found earlier 
than the 19th c, 

1605, 1791 [see FiicKerInG ff/. a. 5]. 1820 Keats St. 
Agnes xi, A chain-droop’d lamp was flickering by each door. 
1828 Scorr F, JZ. Perth iv, Eying the firmament, in which 
no slight shades of grey were beginning to flicker. 1858 
Froupe Hist. Eng, 111. xv. 305 Sheet lightning, flickering 
harmlessly in the distance. 1871 B, Taytor Faust (1875) 
II, v. iv. 285 The fire sinks down and flickers low. 1883 
S. C. Haru Retrospect 11. 197 The wasted flame soon 
afterwards flickered out. r 

b. transf. and jfig.; also with 2. 

1833 Lamp Z7za Ser. u. Pop. Fallacies, We love..to watch 
..a quirk ., flickering upon the lips some seconds before [it 
is spoken]. 185: D. Jerrotp S/. Giles ix. 84 A faint smile 
flickered at his lips. 1862 Merivate Row. Enip. (1865) 
VII. lix. 244 A gleam of hope still flickered in their bosoms. 
1876 J. Weiss W7t, Hum. & Shaks. iii. 81 Dogberry flickers 
up into a kind of lukewarmness. 1892 Speaker 3 Sept. 276/2 
Precious lives which have. . flickered out in the cruel storm. 

7. trans. To cause to flash or burn unsteadily or 


fitfully. 

1869 Sat. Rev. VIII. 70/2 The Supreme Pontiff. . flickers 
his lightnings over the prostrate rebels, 1882 T. Moztry 
Remain. WI. Add. 428 The thought that the huge Alps all 
about us had been flickered like a candle. 

8. intr. =BickeER. ? Obs. 

1776 [see FiickeRiNG 7/32, sd,.]. 1809 J. ApAms Wks, 1854 
TX. 242 We flickered, disputed, and wrangled..but always 
with a species of good humour. 


Flickered (fli‘ka:d), //. a. 
Hluminated with flickering light. 

1821 JoANNA BaiLuie Met. Leg., Columbus vii, The flicker’d 
east. 

Flickering, v//. sd. [f. as prec. + -1nG1.] 
The action of the vb. FiickEr in various senses. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv.165/2 Flekerynge of byrdys, volitacio. 
Flekerynge, or wauerynge yn an vnstable hert, vac7//acio. 
1527 Prose Life St. Brandan (Percy Soc.) 40 He [the Byrde] 
with flykerynge of his wynges made a full mery noyse, 
1776 J. Avams Fam. Lett. (1876) 175 ‘The newspapers... 
wal inform you of public affairs, and the particular flicker- 
ings of parties in this coluny. 1816 Byron Ch. Har, m1, 
xliv, A flame unfed, which runs to waste With its own 
flickering. 1875 LANIER Poems, Symphony 156 Fern-wavings 
and leaf-flickerings. 1883 Gd. Words July 469/1 What a 
flickering of mellowed sunlight comes over the eyes, 

Flickering (flikerin), #4/. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING *.]_ That flickers, in senses of the vb. 

1. Of a bird: That flutters or hovers. 

1531 Latimer Let. Baynton in Foxe A. & A. (1563) 1328/1 
Howe manye Larkes for a penye, yf euerye Starre in the 
Elemente were a flyckeringe hobye. 1664 Floddan F.1. 5 
Flickering fame that monstrous wight With hundred wings 
wapping was blown. 1807 Crass Par, Reg. 11. Wks. 1834 
II. 209 The bat shrill shrieking woo’d his flickering mate. 

+2. Caressing, coaxing, seducing. Ods. 

@1536 Calisto § Melib, A iij b Theyre [women’s] fals 
intents & flykkeryng smylyng. 1551 Ropinson tr. AZore’s 
Utop. (Arb.) 110 The peruerse and malicyous flickeringe 
inticementes of lewde and vnhoneste desyres. 1607 R. 
Niccoits Cuckoo 198 Their chambring fortitude they did 
descrie By their soft maiden voice and flickeringe eie. 
a 1643 W. Cartwricut Ordinary mi. i. (1651) 36, I am not 
any flickering thing: I cannot boast of that slight-fading 
gift You men call beauty. 

+3. Changeable, unreliable, unsteady, wavering. 

1430 Lype. Chron. Troy u.x, The enuious ordre of fortunat 
meuinge, In worldly thynge false and flikerynge. 1465 
Mare, Paston in Paston Lett. No. so2 II. 183 Pyrs Waryn 
..-whych ys a flykeryng felowe anda besy. 1886 in BibZio- 
grapher (1882) I. 75 All flickering wealth which flies in 
firmest hope. @1619 Foruersy A dheomz. 1. x. § 5 (1622) 109 
A weake and a flickring opinion. @ 1763 SHenstone Price 
Equipage 25 To keep a race of flickering knaves, He grows 
himself the worst of slaves. 

4. Quivering, vibrating unsteadily. 

1580 SipnEY Acadia 11. (1638) 221 He. . hopes the flickering 
wind with net to hold. 1594 Prat Yewedl-ho. 1. 66 Vnlesse 
the Wines happen to haue a flickering Lee. 1757 Dyer 
Fleece 1. 37 Rising o'er the flick’ring wave, 1852 Mrs, 
Stowe Uncle Tom's C.xx, A keen and furtive glance of her 
flickering eyes, 1871 B. Taytor Faust (1875) I. ii. 44 The 
lark sends down his flickering lay. 1887 Bartnc-GouLp 
Gaverocks x. in Cornh. Mag. Mar. 229, I have seen a gilder 
blow the flickering sheet into the air, 


[f. prec, + -ED 1.] 


FLICKERMOUSE. 


5. That shines with, or is illuminated by, an 

unsteady or wavering light. 
1605 SHaks. Lear (1st Q® 1608) u. ii. 114 Whose influence 
like the wreath of radient fire In flitkering [1623 flicking] 
Pheebus front. 1791 Eart Bucuan Ess., Lett. [imitation 
Ancients (1812) 99 The .. flickering rays of the departing 
light. 31865 Swinpurne Atalanta 18094, 1 see .. Flushed 
pillars down the flickering vestibule. 1870 Morris Zarthly 
Par. 1,11. 623 In the chamber burned The flickering candles. 

Hence Fli‘ckeringly adv., in a flickering manner. 

1840 Tazt’s Mag. VII. 714 One moment, flickeringly, it 
shone, 1878 H. S. Witson Ad. Ascents i. 12 The ruddy 
light glistening flickeringly upon the black rock. 

+ Flickermouse. Os. [Altered form of 
Fiirrermouse.] A bat. 

1630 B. Jonson Mew Jun m1. i, Come, I will see the flicker 
mouse. 1708 Morreux Rabelais (1737) V. 234 ‘The Flicker- 
mise flying through the Translucidity of the corner’d Gate. 

+ Plicket-a-flacket, adv. Ods. A representa- 
tion of the sound made by something flapping. 
Cf. CRICKET-A-WICKET. 

1719 D’Urrey Pills Il. 20 Their Sleeves went Flicket-a- 
flacket. | 

+Flicketing, a. Obs. rave}. [Cf. prec. and 
FLICKERING.] = FLICKERING 3. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk §& Selv. 135 To think how such 
a flicketing skipjackly thing as that [z.¢. motion] is. .should 
be bound to the behaviour of such a grave stayd thing as 
time is. 

+ Flivckle. Ods. rare—'. App. an arbitrary 
extension of fick, Furrcu (for rime), 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1562) Lij, Littell and littell the 
cat eateth the flickell. 

+ Flicky, ¢. Obs. rare—*. [Cf Fria, Fuieey, 
FLercn.] 

1690 Loud. Gaz. No. 2559/4 A dark grey Mare about 14 
hands..a rough Mane, and flicky Tayl. 

Flidder (flidsz). Also flither, flitter. A 
local name for the limpet. 

1766 PENNANT Zool, (1769) III. 195 The next baits in 
esteem are ., limpets (called here [Scarborough] Flidders). 
1867 M. S. Lovett Ldible Molluscs 120 In the Isle of Man 
..they [limpets] are known by the name of ‘flitters’, 1876 
Whitby Gloss., s.v. ‘He sticks like a flither.’ 

Flidge, F'liech, obs. ff. FLep@r, Firrcu sé, 

Flied, obs. pa. t. of Fy v. 

Flier: alternative form of FiyEr. 

Flier(e, obs. form of FLEER, 

+ Flig, a. Obs. [Cf. Fuicky, Fuicey, Fierce] 

1677 Lond. Gaz. No. 1192/4 An Iron gray Gelding 5 years 
old .. flig tailed. 1683 /did. No. 1798/4 One bright bay 
Mare. .witha black short Tail..and a black flig Main. 1723 
Ibid. No. 6222/6 A black Gelding. .with..a flig Tai 

Flig(ge, var. of FLEDGE a. Obs. 


+Fliggy,. Obs. [f. Fu a.+-v1.J=Fute a. 

r7ir Lond. Gaz. No. 4921/4 A black Gelding .. with a 
fliggie Tail. 

Fligh, obs. form of Fiy v. 

Flight (floit), 5.1 Forms: 1 fliht, flyht, fly’, 
2-3 fluht(z2), south. vluht, 3-4 flizt, (fliht, flith), 
3, 5 flyet, 4-6 flyght(e, (6 fleight, flighte), 5 
flyte, 6 Sc. flicht, 3- flight. [OE. /yAt masc. 
=OS. fluht fem. (MDu., Du. vl/ucht fem.) :—OTeut. 
*fluhtt-, £. *fug- weak root of */fleuwg-an to Fiy.] 

1. The action or manner of flying or moving 
through the air with or as with wings. Also in 
phrases, Zo take (make, wing, etc.) @ or one’s 

Slight: to fly. dt. and fig. 

ago0 Martyrology Fragm. 8 in O. E, Texts 177 Pa hi 
bzron to heofonum mid hiora fidra flyhte. cxooo A®LFRIc 
Deut. xxxii, 11 Swa earn his briddas spznp to flihte. 
c1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 Mid pisse fluhte he fleh in to 
houene. ¢1220 Bestiary 59 Siden his flizt is al unstrong. 
c1zgo Gen. & Ex. 277 ‘Min fliz3t’ he seide, ‘ic wile 
up-taken’, 1340 Hamprote P~. Consc. 543 He says, man es 
born to travaile right Als a foul es to pe flight. ¢1435 
Torr. Portugal 547 To the chyld he [the dragon] toke 
a flyght. 1605 Suaxs. acd. 1. ii. 41 Ere the bat hath 
flown His cloister’d flight. 1632 Litucow 7vav. v. 203 
The flights and arrivals of which [Pigeons] I have often 
seene ..in Aleppo. 1697 DrypEN Georg. 11.14 New ways 
I must attempt..To..wing my flight to fame. 1748 Anson's 
Voy. ut. ii. 416 They could scarce fly further than an 
hundred yards ata flight. 1857 H. Reep Lect. Eng. Poets 
viii. 270 Undying words which wing their flight over each 
generation as it.. passes away. 1871 E. Srenper Nestored 
I. yi. 115 Crowds of chaffinches went flitting along with 
their quick dancing flight. 

+b. Power of flying. Also in jig. phrase, Zo 
fond one’s flight, i.e. to make trial of one’s powers. 
aiz225 Ancr. R. 132 Pe heuinesse of hire flesche & flesches 
undeawes binimed hire hire vluht. c1q425 Seven Sag. (P.) 
1487 Al that day scho fonded hyre flygt, How scho myght 

.-Fonden a tale al newe, The childe deth for to brewe. 
e. Lalconry. Pursuit of game, etc. by a hawk ; 

. also, the quarry flown at. : 

1530 Patsar. 221/1 Flyght of a hauke, wo/. 1548 Hatt 
Chron., Edw, IV, 199b, That king Edward should be 
destitute of one of his best Hawkes, when he had moste 
nede to make a flight. 1603 Breron Packet Mad Lett. 
(Grosart) 21/t If your Falcons be in tune, I shal be glad to 
see a flight. 1798 Sornesy tr. Wieland’s Oberon (1826) I. 
17 The boy..giveshisfalconflight. 1828 Sesricut Hawkin 
51 The goshawk .. if much used to these easier flights, will 
not even attempt to fly partridges. 1855 SALvin & Broprick 
Falconry iv. 66 The Norfolk plover seldom takes the air, 
and makes an easy flight. aS 

is; 1654 WuitLock Zootomia 22 This steddy praise, is 
the flight and aime of truly noble soules. 
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+d, The time when the young birds first fly. 


1600 SurFLET Countrie Farme i. xxii. 120 There are some 
farmers which sell at every flight, two hundred, & three 
hundred paire ynto the vittailers. 

e. Of birds or insects: A migration or issuing 
forth in bodies. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words, Flight, the second or third 
migration from a bee-hive. The first only is called a 
Swarm. 1832 Lye, Princ. Geol. I. 114 A similar flight 
[of butterflies] at the end of the last century is recorded by 
M. Louch. 

2. Swift movement in general ; esp. of a projectile, 
etc. through the air. Of the heavenly bodies: 


Swift and regular course. Phr. ¢o take a or one’s 
flight. 

c1250 Gen, §& Ex. 137 De seuene he bad on flizte faren, 
And toknes ben. 1545 Ascuam To-roph. u. (Arb.) 152 A 
perfyte archer must firste learne to know the sure flyghte 
of his shaftes. 1662 Drypen Astvxa Redux 270 Winds, 
that tempests brew, When through Arabian groves they 
take their flight .. lose their spite. 1684 R. H. School 
Recreat, 85 The Racket strikes .. And so the Ball takes 
Flight. 1715-20 Pork Jézad xv. 320 Skill’d to direct 
the Javelin’s distant Flight. 1785 Burns Zo W. Simpson 
xxix, Some ‘auld-light’ herds .. Are mind’t, in things 
they ca’ balloons To tak a flight. 1801 ‘I’. Roperts Ezy. 
Lowman x. 237 By comparing the flight of .. sharp and 
blunt-piled arrows. 1818 SHeLLey //y72 Castor 8 Ships, 
whose flight is swift along the wave. 1846 GREENER 
Sc. Gunnery 328 If a high velocity be given to them to 
ensure a horizontal flight, the quantity of powder exploded 
must be in proportion. 1886 Ruskin Preterita I. 325 
Watching the flight of the clouds, 

+h. (Arrows) of the same flight: having the 
same power of flight ; of equal size and weight. 

1545 Ascuam Toxoph.u.(Arb.) 13 You must haue diuerse 
shaftes of one flight, fethered with diuerse winges, for 
diuerse windes, 1596 SHAxs, Merch. V. 1. i. 141 When 
I had lost one shaft I shot his fellow of the selfesame flight 
--To finde the other forth. 

ce. Swift passage (of time). 

1647 H. VauGHan Son-Dayes i, The rich, And full re- 
demption of the whole weeks flight! 1667 Mitton P. L. 
11. 22t Besides what hope the never-ending flight Of future 
days may bring. 1742 Younc Wz, 7%. i. 147 The flight of 
threescore years. 1820 SHELLEY Good Night 6 How can 
I call the lone night good, Though thy sweet wishes wing 
its flight? 

3. fig. A mounting or soaring out of the regular 
course or beyond ordinary bounds; an excursion 
or sally (of the imagination, wit, intellect, am- 
bition, etc.). 

1668 Denuam Ox Cowley 47 Old Pindar’s flights by him are 
reacht. @1674 CLARENDON //ist. Red. xiv. (1704) ILI. 414 Any 
other Man thanhimself, who was accustom’d to extraordinary 
flights in the Air, 1692 Wacstarre Vind. Carol. ii. 34 That 
happy Flight of Sir Richard Fanshawe. 1732 LawSerious 
C. v. (ed. 2) 77 These are not speculative flights. 1760 
C. Jounston CArysad (1822) III. 10 A silence more expressive 
of his soul than all the flights of eloquence. 1781 CowrER 
Ep. Lady Austen 16 The world, who knows No flights 
above the pitch of prose. 1850 HANNAY Singleton Fontenoy 
I. vili, Temple. .had some thoughts of trying opium, which 
he believed a higher flight, but Singleton dissuaded him. 
1868 Max Miter Chips (1880) III. v. 107 Drinking songs 
.. do not belong to the highest flights of poetry. 

+b. A fit or burst of unreasonable humour, 
caprice, or the like; also, flightiness, caprice. 

1712-14 Pore Rafe of Lock vy. 32 Good humour can 
prevail, When airs, and flights, and screams, and scolding 
fail. 1754 RicHarpson Grandson I. vii. 33 But is not this 
wish of yours .. a very singular one? A flight! a mere 
flight! /ézd. (178r) VII. 1. 254, I am, at times, said she, 
too sensible of running into flight and absurdity. 

+4. A state of flutter or agitation; a trembling, 
fright. Cf. Fuaugar sd.2 1, Fuocut, and Fiicurv. 
A flight, in flight: in astate of perturbation. (The 
examples of a flight, placed under AFFLIcT A/. a., 
possibly belong here.) Ods. 

1513 More Rich. I7/, Wks. (1557) 42/2 Y° quene in gret 
flight & heuines, bewailing her childes rain, 1529 — Com/ 
agst. Trib. 1. Introd. Wks. (1557) 1141/2, 1 waxed. .sodeinly 
sumwhata flyghte. 1535 CovERDALE 1 Saw. xiv. 15 There 
came a fearfulnes and flight in the hoost vpon the felde. 

5. +a. A wing (ods.). b. In later use co//ect. the 


flight feathers, or those used in flying. 

c 1205 Lay. 2885 Pe wind him com on widere weodeleden 
his fluhtes. 1735 J. Moore Coletmbariune 39 If the three 
Colours run thro’ the Feathers of the Flight and Tail. 1765 
Treat. Dom. Pigeons 74 The bald-pated tumblers .. with 
a clean white head..white flight and white tail, 

6. a. The distance which a bird can or does fly. 
+ Capon’s flight (see quot.). 

1600 SurFLET Countrie Farme 1. xxii. 121 Let it [the 
doue-house] be distant a flight or two from any water. 
1667 Mitton P. Z. vu. 4 Above the flight of Pegasean 
wing. 1730-6 in Baizey (folio) s. v. Cafon’s flight, a com- 
pass of ground, such as a capon might fly over, due to the 
eldest of several brothers in dividing the father’s effects, 
when there is no principal manour in a lordship. c 1820 
S. Rocrrs /taly, Mezllerie 28 Within an eagle’s flight. 

Jig. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. vit. 199 From this high pitch 
let us descend A lower flight. 1856 Lp. Cocksurn JZem, 
ii. (1874) 116 His constitutional animation never failed to 
carry him a flight beyond ordinary mortals. 

b. The distance to which a missile may be shot. 


Cf. Fr. volée. 

1608 Vorksh, Trag. 1. viii, Within a flight o’ the town. 
80x Souturey Vhalaba iv. xv, Because the Hern soars 
upward in the sky Above the arrow’s flight. 

e. Flight of a shot (see quot.). 
1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Flight of a shot, the 








FLIGHT. 


trajectory formed between the muzzle of the gun and the 
first graze. 

7. The series of stairs between any two landings; 
hence a series of steps, terraces, etc., ascending 
without change of direction. [So F. volée.] 

1703 T. N, City § C. Purchaser 249 From this second 
Half-pace the Stairs fly directly back again, parallel to the 
first flight. 1780 Map. D’ArsLay Diary 4 June I. 366 Miss 
Burney, better go up another flight (pointing upstairs) .. 
for there’s no room anywhere else. 1820 W. Irvinc Shetch- 
ok. 1. 171 A great flight of steps leads to the interior. 
1855, apne ope fist. Eng. 1V. 243 On the slope .. were 
constructed flights of terraces. 1859 W. Cortins Q. of 
flearts (1875) 21 She was away up the second flight before 
he could say any more. 

b. A series of locks on a canal, rising like steps 
one above the other. 

1861 Smites Engineers II, 146 The canal .. descending 
from the hill-tops by a flight of locks. 

ce. A set of rails or hurdles. [Possibly a distinct 
word, repr. OK. /leohta, = Ger. flechte hurdle. | 

1852 R. S. Surtees Sfouge’s Sp. Tour Ixviii, Eyeing 
Mr. Sponge clearing a stiff flight of rails. 1865 Pall Mall 
G. 9 Feb. 3 Some .. would as lief have led a forlorn-hope as 
put a horse at a flight of hurdles. 1894 Dazly News 14 
Dec. 8/1 Rylstone started in strong demand for the 
Handicap Hurdle, but he died away at the last flight. 

8. A collection or flock of beings or things flying 
in or passing through the air together: a. of birds 
or insects, Also the special term for a company 
of doves, swallows, and various other birds. 

c12g0 Gen. & Ex. 3012 Moyses bad mede here on, And 
Dis flezes flizt vt is don. ¢1430 Lyne. Hors, Shepe & G. (1822) 
31 A flight of goshawkes A flight of douves A flight of cor- 
merants. 1486 Bk. St. Aléans F vj b, A Flight of swalowes. 
1556 J. Hevwoop Spider § J’. lii. 2 Herewith .. Cam such 
a flight of flies in scattred ray, As shadowed the sonne. 
1588 Suaxs. 77¢, A. v. iii. 68 You sad fac’d men .. By 
vprores seuer’d like a flight of Fowle. 1605 SyLvESTER 
Du Bartas i. iii. 1. Vocation 871 Like to a Cast of Falcons 
that pursue A flight of Pigeons. 1710 Appison J atler 
No. 16x P8 Storks, that came thither in great Flights. 
1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ Brit. Sports 1. ix. 118 A ‘flight’ or 
‘rush’ of dunbirds. 

transf. 1850 L. Hunr Axtodiog. II. xvii. 296 The rest 
of the heaven covered with large flights of.. white clouds. 

A company of angels. 

1602 SHAKS, Hast. v. ii. 371 Goodnight .. And flights of 
Angels sing thee to thy rest. 1671 Minton P. 7. 11. 385, I 
can..call swift flights of Angels. 1860 HawrHorne J/a7b. 
Faun (1879) II. xiii. 129 Around their lofty cornices hover 
flights of sculptured angels. 

ce. A volley of missiles, esp. arrows. 

1535 STEwART Cro. Scot. 11. 605 Fra bowmen bald and 
wicht, Of fedderit flanis flew ane felloun flicht Amang the 
Danis. 1591 Garrarp Art IVarre 2 A whole flight of 
arrowes. 1640 1. Hapincron Law. /V,17 In this trouble 
the Southerne men shot another flight. 1726 Swirr Gud/iver 
1. i, Uhey shot another flight into the air, as we do bombs. 
1864 Trennyson Ayduer’s F. 94 A flight of fairy arrows. 
1869 BoureLy Arms §& Arm. vill. 131 ‘he English archers 
-. poured upon them their deadly arrows in flights thick 
as hail. 


d. collog. Zz the first flight: in the van, taking 


a leading place. 

1852 Smeptey L. Arundel xxxix, Fellows .. that you're 
safe to find in the first flight. 1893 Sir G., Cuesney Les/ers 
ILL. 1. xxi. 15 While his sisters... had all been in the first 
flight, he had come up with the ruck. 

9. The young birds that take wing at one time, 
e.g. the March flight or the Alay flight of pigeons. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach's Husb. 1, (1586) 10 b, For my 
Dovehouse.—The great flyghtes of this house must needes 
fyll the maisters purse, and serve the Kitchen well. 1600 
Surerer Countrie Farme 1. xxii. 125 At this time, they 
[pigeons] affoord youa flight. .called the March flight, 1829 
Soutury Corvresp. with C. Bowles (1881) 177 The flight of 
summer birds are off, also, or on the wing. 

transf. 1781 Jounson Rambler No, 175 ?6 Every season 
brings a new flight of beauties into the world, 

10. A flight-arrow (see 15). 

1464 Mann. § Househ. Exp. 248 Item, in filytys flor my 
mastyr the sayd day, viij.d. 1540 Act 33 Hen, VIII, c. 9 
With any prick shafte or fleight. 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's 
Rev. v. x, Here be [arrowes] of all sorts, flights, rouers, 
and butt-shafts. @1616 Braum. & Fi. Bonduca 1. i, Not 
a flight drawn home..ere made that haste that they have. 
180x I. Roserts Exg. Bowman vi. 151 For very small and 
light flights, deal seems to be the most eligible [wood]. 

b. =FLIGHT-SHOOTING. 

1587 in Vicary’s Anat, (1888) App. ili. 178 For the best 
game of the flight, he shall haue a flight of golde of the 
value of xs. 1899 Suaxs, AZuch Ado 1. i. 40 He set vp his 
bils here in Messina, and challeng’d Cupid at the Flight. 

ll. The husk or glume of oats, oat-chaff. Also, 
the outer covering of the coffee-berry. 4 

1831 Loupon Eucycl. Agric, Gloss. (ed. 2) 1243 Oat flights 
are the glumes of the oat. 1855 Morton's Cycl. Agric. 
II. 722 lights, oat chaff. 

12. Maut. a, =FLy-Boat, a Dutch flat-bottomed 
boat. [? A distinct word = floyt, FLurE 56.2] b. 
(see quot. 1850). . 

1769 Farconer Dict. Marine (1776), Fly-boat or Flight. 
1850 Rudin. Navig. (Weale) 118 Plight, a sudden rising, 
or a greater curve than sheer, as the cheeks, cat-heads, &c. 
Flight of the transoms, asthe ends or arms of the transoms 
.. become more narrow as they approach the keel, the 
general figure or curve which they thus describe .. is called 
the Flight of the Transoms. 1867 Smyru Sailor's Word-bk., 
Flight, a Dutch vessel or passage-boat on canals. 1879 
Cassell’s Techn. Educ. VV. 190/t Special care is needed in 
fixing the lower cant-timbers at their proper heights and 
‘flights’ or deviations from the transverse lines. 
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FLIGHT. 


13. In various technical uses. 
a. Lead-smelting, A light, volatile substance, 


given off during the melting of lead-ore. 

1668 Granvitt in PA. Trans. 11.771 There is a flight 
in the smoak, which falling upon the Grass, poysons those 
Cattel that eat of it. x7r0o J. Harris Lex. Techn. II. 
s.v., In melting the Lead-Oar in the Works at Mendip, 
there is a Substance flies away in the Smoak which they 
call the Flight. 1823 in Crass 7echu. Dict. ; 

b. Angling. The set of fish-hooks in a spinning- 
trace. 

1865 H.C. Pennett Bk. Pike x. 136 The bait. .[being] 
placed on the flight, and. .hanging about 2 yards from the 
top of the rod, 1867 in F. Francis Amgding iv. (1880) 106. 

ce. Campanology. The lower part or tail of the 


clapper of a bell. 

1872 Evtacomse Ch. Bells Devon ii. 25 Bells are some- 
times chimed by .. hitching the rope round the flight or 
tail of the clapper. 1874 Beckett Clocks, Watches §& Bells 
(ed. 6) 345 The tail F, called the flight, is almost always 
requisite to make the clapper fly properly. 

da. Machinery. (see quots.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 882 Flight, the slope or 
inclination of the arm of acrane. Jéid., Flight, a spiral 
wing or vane on a shaft, acting as a propeller or conveyor. 


14. attrib. and Comb. as flight-pond, -season, 
-time; flight-performing ppl. adj. 

1784 Cowrer Jask vi. 427 Noblest of the train That wait 
on man, the *flight-performing horse. 1801 DanieL Aural 
Sports Il. 475 A decoy for Dun Birds is called a *flight 
pond. 1886 Daily News 12 Oct. 3/1 We are just now in the 
*flight season. 1881 Blackw. Mag. Dec. 749 All repairs .. 
must be carried on after *flight-time, : 

15. Special comb., as flight-arrow, a light and 
well-feathered arrow for long-distance shooting ; 
flight-feather, one of the wing-feathers on which 
a bird depends for its power of flight; +flight- 
head, ‘a wild-headed person’ (Nares); flight- 
muscle, one of the muscles by which the wings 
are worked in flight ; + flight-ripe a., fit to fly; 
flight-shaft = /light-arrow. Also FLIGHT-SHOOT- 
ING, SHOT. 

1801 T. Roperts Exg. Bowman vi. 153 Roving arrows are 
much heavier, and *flight arrows much lighter, than others. 
1881 GREENER Guz 6 The longest well-authenticated dis- 
tance for shooting with flight-arrows is about 600 yards. 
1735 J. Moore Colwmbariwm 35 The nine *flight Feathers 
of the Wing. 1890 Coves Field Ornith. u. iii. 164 The Re- 
miges, or Flight-Feathers, give the wing its general character. 
1605 in Court §& Times Fas. [ (1848) 1. 38 Some Popish 
*flight-heads thinking to do wonders. 1890 W. P. Bay 
Effects Use & Disuse 64 The shortening of the sternum in 
pigeons is attributed to disuse of the *flight muscles at- 
tached to it. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. i. (Yollem. 
MS.), Whan hire [the eagle's] briddes beth *fly3te-ripe 
sche putteb hem oute of hire neste. 1597 DanreL C7zv. 
Wars vi. xv, Brave Falconbridge .. assigned The archers 
their *flight-shafts, to shoot away. 1840 Hansarp Archery 
xi. 407 Barely within the range of his lightest flight-shaft. 

Flight (floit), 5¢.4 Forms: 3 fluht, fliht, 
Orm. flihht, vliht, 4 flizt, (fluizt, flyight, fly3t), 
4-6 flyght, Sc. flicht, flycht, (6 flyette), 4- 
flight. [OE. *#yht =OS. fluht (Du. vlucht), 
OHG, fluht (MUG, vilucht, mod.Ger. flucht) str. 
fem.:—OTeut. *A/uhtt-2 f. weak grade of root 
*hlewh- to Fuen. A parallel form, differing in de- 
clension, is ON. /ié/te, the OTeut. type of which 
would be *flohton-; the Sw. flykt, Da. flygt are 
adopted from Ger.] 

1. The action of fleeing or running away from, or 
as from, danger, etc. ; hasty departure or retreat, 
also, an absconding. 

¢€1z00 OrmIN 19683 Forr patt he wollde purrh hiss 
flihht Uss mikell ping bitacnenn. cx1275 Lay. 21405 Ne 
mihte he fliht makie in neuere one side. @1375 Yoseph 
Arim. 506 Pat luyte mizte faren him fro and to fluizt 
founden. ¢1425 WynTouN Cro, vii. xlii. 143 In fycht is 
mensk, and schame in flycht. 1526 TinpaLe Maté. xxiv. 
20 Praye that youre flyght be not in the winther. xgo9x 
Suaks, Two Gent, 1. iv. 173 "Twas Ariadne, passioning For 
Thesus periury, and vniust flight. 1760-72 tr. ¥uan & 
Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) Il. 344 It was .. after eleven when the 
Delivrance thus began to seek her safety in flight. 1769 
BLAcKsTONE Comm. IV. 380 For the very flight is an offence, 
carrying withit a strong presumption of guilt. 1855 ‘STonr- 
HENGE’ Kur, Sports 1. 1. x. (1856) 83 The direction of the 
Deer's flight is almost always up-wind. 1882 J. H. BLunr 
Ref. Ch. Eng. V1. 367 Many benefices had become vacant 
through the flight of the Marian clergy. 

+b. Abhorrence or avoidance of; shrinking from. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. ut. vi. (1495) 53 In the 
Trascibil is flyghte of contrarye and of euyll. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 766 The emission..of the Breath by a flight from 
Titillation, 1651 tr. Bacon's Life § Death 57 They contract 
themselves partly by their flight of Vacuum. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 16 The antipathy or flight of others from each other. 

c. A means of fleeing, way of escape. rvare—'. 

1819 SHELLEY Cyclops 438 How secure a flight [I have] 

From your hard servitude. 
da. Curve of flight: a correlative term to curve 
of pursuit; see CURVE sé, I. 

1867 THomson & Tair Nat. Phil. 1.1. § 40 The remainder 
of the curve satisfies a modified form of statement of the 
original question, and is called the Curve of Flight. 

te. Sure flight (jocularly): ?one who is able to 
run away safely. Obs. 

1599 Nasue Lenten Stuffe 11 Such. .as were sure flights, 
(sauing a reuerence of their manhoods) ran crying and com- 
playning to King Henry the Second, 
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2. Phrases: Zo take flight, + to take (on oneself) 
the flight, to betake or + smite oneself to flight, to 
take to flight, | to set oneself in flight: to flee. + To 
bring or do on (usually a, 0) flight, to put to (+ the) 
flight (or + upon the flight): to cause to flee. Zo 
turn to or +into flight: to cause to flee, in early 
use also zr. to flee. 

ax225 Ancr. R. 248 Etstonded one ajean be ueonde & he 
ded him o fluhte. /éid. Herdi bileaue bringed pene 
deouel a vlihte anon-rihtes. ax225 Fuliana 45, | pat ilke 
time we biginned to fleon & turned to fluhte. 1375 Barsour 
Bruce 1. 267 For it suld be full mekill mycht, That now 
suld put thaim to the flycht. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymon ix. 243 Whan they..sawe Reynawde come they 
smote theym selfe to flyghte. c1500 Lancelot gor4 3hone 
folk sal tak one them the flycht. 1526 TinDALE /eé, xi. 34 
Which. .wexed valient in fyght, turned to flyght the armees 
of the alients. 1625-6 Purcuas Pilgrims II. 1128 They 
presently set themselves in flight. @1639 Sporriswoop 
Hist. Ch. Scotd. 111. (1655) 145 The French. .took the flight 
and retired to the Town. 1745 P. THomas Fru. Anson's Voy. 
207 It was his wisest Course to .. betake himself to flight. 
1816 J. Marriott Hymn,‘ Thou, Whose Almighty word’ i, 
Chaos and darkness .. took their flight. 1817 SHELLEY 
Rev. Islam vi. xiv. x That onset turned the foes to flight 
almost. 1840 F. D. Bennet Whaling Voy. I. 258 The 
remainder .. took to flight when their companions were 
harpooned. 1849 Grote Greece u. Ixxiii, (1862) VI. 422 
The Persians were put to flight, 

3. Comb., as flight-given, inclined to flee. 

c161r CHapman /liad 11, 158 What prince .. He found 
*flight-giv’n, he would restrain with words of gentlest blame. 

+ Flight, 52.3 Obs. [var. of Fuaucut 50,1 (20E. 
*fiht :—*flahti-z).) =Fuaueut sb.) a, A flake of 
snow. b. Aviolent storm (of snow). e@. A turf. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 135/2 A Flyghte of snawe, jZoccus 
niueus, 1683 SEWALL Diary 9 Nov. (1882) I. 103 Flight of 
snow. 1780 in I. Hutcuinson Diary II. 349 The trees .. 
covered with snow this morning; afterwards several flights 
ofsnow. 1811 W. J. Hooker /cedand (1813) II. 116 A flight of 
snow had recently fallen, 1847 HatiiwELi, lights, turf 
or peat, cut into square pieces for fuel. 


+Flight, ¢. Ods. [f. Fuicursé.1 Cf. Furr a.] 


1. Swift, fleet, fast-moving. 

1581 B.R. tr. Herodotus 69 The most flight and swifte 
creature that liveth on the earth. 1596 CorLry Fig for 
Fort. 21 So flight is Melancholie to darke disgrace And 
deadly drowsie to a bright good morrow. 1609 HoLtLanp 
Amm, Marcell, xxvu. x. 321 This man, a certain twofold 
fortune .. carrying with her flight-wings [L. prepetibus 
pinnis) shewed [etc.]. 1642 H. More Song of Soul 1. 111. 
ut. lix, That courses of unlike extension..in like time shall 
be run By the flight starres. 

b. used as sd. ; A swift runner. ? o0vce-2se. 

1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1657) 28 Young men called 
Celeres, as we would say, flights, for their swiftnesse and 
speed in executing of his commandements. 

2. Of oats: Light. (Cf. Fireur sb.! 11). 

1797 A. YounG Agric. Suffolk 56 The light, called also 
Slight oats, are known only on the poorest sands, and 
in the fen district. 

Flight (flait), v. Also 6 Sc. flicht. [f Frieur 
sb.1 and 2,] 

1. ¢vans. To put to flight, rout ; hence, to frighten, 
scare, Obs. exc. dial, 

1571 Campion /Vist, Jred. 1. i. (1633) 63 But Griffin .. 
flighted the Kyrneghes, and slew Ororick. 1579-80 Norru 
Plutarch (1657) 245 Mount Ptoum..from whence the wild 
Bore came of a sudden that flighted her. 1583 GoLpInG 
Calvin on Deut. vii.4x Else .. they should haue bene 
flighted with the wildernesse which was verie dreadfull. 
1603 Harsnet Pop. Jipost. 16 To Flight the Deviles from 
Fulmer, 1848 E. Bronte Wuthering Heights (1858) 29 
‘And at the end of it to be flighted to death!’ he said. 

Jig. 1676 Granvitt Zss. iv. 34 Therefore [philosophy] is 
to be flighted [?#ésfr. for slighted], and exploded among 
Christians. 

+2. zxtr. To fluctuate, change. Ods, Sc. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poems xxiv. 6 This warld evir dois flicht 
and wary. 

3. ta. To migrate; =Frir, Fienr(ols.). b. Of 
wild fowl: To fly in flights. 

1604 Mippieton W7/ch m1. iii, Prepare to flight then: I'll 
over-take you swiftly. [But _/7zgi¢ may here be the sd.?] 
1752 Scotland's Glory 5 ‘The followers of John divine In 
Scotland when they flighted, And published here the Gospel 
news. 1879 R. Lussock Mauna of Norfolk 117 If undis- 
turbed. .they [snipe] merely flight for a few minutes morning 
and evening. 1891 Lp. Houcuton Stvay Verses, In Winter 
ir The wildfowl flighting from the lake Wheel high. 

4. trans. To set flying, start in flight. Zo flight 
off: to start off in flights, send away in flights. 

1823 New Monthly Mag. VII. 123 The superabundant 
population may be flighted off to the lunar region, 1892 
Northumbld, Gloss., ‘Aa’\\ flight ye pigeons for a shillin’.’ 

5. To shoot (wildfowl) in flight. 

1892 Cornh. Mag. Aug. 155 Wildfowlers know this habit 
well, and ‘flighting’, or shooting them as they go and come, 
is a favourite method of procuring wild ducks. 

6. To feather (an arrow). 

1869 BoureL, Arms § Arm. ii. 34 The arrows, which had 
iron tips, were flighted with feathers. 1890 C. Dixon Stray 
Feathers ii, 20 The stiff quill feathers..are used by savages 
to flight their arrows. 

Flight, var. of Furre. 

Flighted (flaitéd), f/. a. [f. Fuieur sd,1 
+ -ED %,] 

1. Having a certain flight or speed. 
drowsy-flighted. 

1634 Mitton Comzus 553 The drousy-flighted steeds, That 
draw the litter of close-curtain’d sleep. 


Only in 














FLIGHTY. 


2. Provided with feathers, feathered. 

1735 J. Moore Columbarium 35 The nine flight Feathers 
of the Wing ought to be White, otherwise he [the Powter] 
is said to be foul flighted. 1889 Exyvin Dict. Her., Plighted 
applied to an arrow denotes that it is feathered. 

FPlighter (floiter). Brewing. [?f. Fuieur + 
-ER.! ? Orig.=‘wing’; cf. FLICHTER v.2] (See 
quot.) 

1825 Jamison Suppl, Flichters, that part of the Fanners 
which raises the wind. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 882 
Flighter, a horizontal vane revolving over the surface of wort 
in a cooler, to produce a circular current in the liquor. 


+ Flightfal, ¢. Ods. [f. Fuicur sd. + -run.] 


1, Fleeting, transitory, fugitive. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps, xxx. 7 His owne flightfull 
and tottering felicitie. 1587 — De Mornay xxvii. (1617) 479 
A light and flightfull ioy. 

2. Producing flight; cowardly. 

162x G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. xii. (1626) 254 Vlysses .. 
Whose flightfull feare did Hector’s flames abhor 

3. Well-adapted for flight. 

1580 Sipney Ps. cxxx1x. v, O Sun..Suppose thy lightfull, 
flightfull wings Thou lend to me, 

Flightily (floitili), adv. 
In a flighty manner. 

1780 Map. D’Arstay Diary 8 June I. 394 She seemed 
flightily gay. 31874 Green Short Hist. ix. § 3. 627 Buck- 
ingham talked flightily about bringing the army to London. 

Flightiness (floitinés). [f. as prec. +-NESS.] 
The quality or state of being flighty; giddy capri- 
ciousness, fickleness or whimsicalness. 

1748 RicuArpson Clarissa (1811) II. i. 9 If my manner 
does not divert you, as my flightiness used to do. 1857 
Maurice £f. St. ohn xiv. 216 There is a flightiness about 
our talk as if we disdained the earth. : 

Flighting (floitin), v2 5d. [f. Fuicur v, + 
-Inc!.] The action of the vb. Fiicur ; in quots. 
= FLIGHT-SHOOTING. 

1815 Cot. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 132 Warren Farm has 
excellent flighting when the wind is from S. to W, 1882 
Sir R, Payne Gattwey Fowler tn Tred. 30 Admirable early 
flighting may be enjoyed on the inland ponds. 

Flightless (floitlés), a [f Fuienr sb.1+ 
-LESS.}] Incapable of flying: said of birds. 

1875 tr. Schwidt’s Desc. §& Darw. 186 The scanty but 
wide-spread remains of the order of flightless birds. 1889 
A. R.Wattace Darwinism 145 The origin of so many flight- 
less and rather bulky birds in oceanic islands. 

Fli-ght-shooting, v//. 5d. [f. Fuicur sd.1 + 
SHoorine vd. sb.] 

1. Archery. Distance-shooting with flight-arrows. 

r80r T. Roperts Eng. Bowman x. 237 Llight-shooting 
takes its appellation from the 77g/z¢, or light arrows used in 
this game: which is shot without regard to mark, or fixed 
distance. .The greatest possible distance is the only object. 
1875 Suarre in ELycycl. Brit. Il. 377/2 ‘Flight’ and 
‘clout’ shooting has ceased. 

2. Shooting wildfowl as they fly over. 

1840 Buaine Lucycl. Rural Sports vu. iv. § 2750 Flight- 
shooting. 1859 Forxarn W7ld-Fow/der lili. 276 The term 
‘flight-shooting’ signifies shooting wild-fowl at evening 
twilight as they fly overland from the sea [etc.]. 

attrib. 1859 Forxarp Wild-Fowler lili, 279 A flight- 
shooting excursion. 

So Fli'ght-shooter. 

1859 Forxarp W2ld-Fowler liii. 276 The flight-shooter 
waits in ambush behind an embankment. 

Flight-shot. Also 6-7 flight-shoot. [f 
Fuicut sé.14+Suor sd.] 

1. The distance to which a flight-arrow is shot, 


a bow-shot. 

1455 Paston Lett. Ne, 257 I. 351 And so he dede till he 
was a flyte shote or more from his place. 1538 Letanp /¢ix. 
(1744) IV. 41 The passage into it at ful Se is a flite Shot 
over, as much as the T'amise is above the Bridge. 1615 G. 
Sanpys 77vav. 23 This hill lyeth South of the ruines .. and 
about three flight-shots remoued. 1625 J. Taytor (Water 
P.) Thiefe Wks. (1630) 11. 119/2 Some two flight-shoot to th’ 
Alehouse he did wag. a@1697 Ausrey Nat. Hist, Surrey 
(1719) I. 46 A Brook .. riseth four Mile off in a Cellar; 
and a Flight-shot off drives a Mill. 1852 HAwTHORNE 
Llithedale Rom. xviii, Far as her flight-shot was, those 
arrows hit the mark. 

Jig. 1647 Warp Simp. Cobler 29 Such as. .follow fashions 
..a flight shot or two off. 1704 Swirr 7. Tué vi. 86 Jack 
was already gone a flight-shot beyond his patience. 

2. A shot taken at wildfowl in flight. 

1887 Rye Norfolk Broads 100 In the hope of getting a 
flight shot at duck or plover. 

Flighty (floiti), a. [f. Fuicuyr sd.14-y¥1.] 

1. Swift, quick, fleet. are. 

1552 Hu ort, Flighty, Jeruix. 1605 Suaxs. Macé. w. i. 
145 The flighty purpose neuer is o’re-tooke Vnlesse the deed 
go with it, 1856 Lowett Le/é. (1894) I. 257 My journey 
thither was sudden and flighty. 

b. ?nonce-use. =F leeting. 

1850 Browninc Christmas Eve vi. 26 Another rainbow 
rose. .flushier and flightier. . 

2. Givento flights of imagination, humour, caprice, 
etc.; guided by whim or fancy rather than by judge- 
ment orsettled purpose; fickle, frivolous, inconstant. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) 1.592 The flighty gambols 
of chance are objects of no science, nor grounds of any 
dependence whatever. a@1774 Goipsm. Mew Simile 20 
With wit that’s flighty. 31801 Mar. Epcewortu Angelina 
ii. (1832) 17, I believe by her flighty airs, she is upon no 
good errand, 1848 Mitt Pod. Econ. 1. vii. § 5 The effect .. 
of flighty, unsteady habits upon the energy and continuity 
of their work. 1878 Mrs. H. Woop Pomeroy Ab. 1.88 Her 
own maid, a flighty, gossiping damsel. 


[f. Fiiaury + -LY 2.] 


FLIM-FLAM. 


b. Of a horse: Skittish. 

1828 Sporting Mag. XXIII. 106 The management of a 
Flighty Horse in his exercise or sweat. 
3. Of weak or disordered 

light-headed. Also adsod. 

1802 Beppors Hygeia II. 15 To protect the insane or 
flighty against their [relations’] rapacity. 1820 W. Irvine 
Sketch-bk. (1859) 34 This was one point on which he always 
remained flighty. 1845 Darwin Voy. Wat. iv. (1879) 74 The 
poor flighty gentleman looked quite dolorous. 

Fligm(e, obs. form of PHLEGM. 

Flim. nonce-wd. [Cf. next.] =Fuam sé,! 3. 

1825 J. Witson Woct. Ambry. Wks. 1855 1. 5 The rest isa 
sham And all that comes after a flim and a flam. 

Flim-flam (flimflem), sé. and a. Also 6 
?flym flawe. [One of the many onomatopceic 
reduplications expressive of contempt; cf. fid/ad, 
skimble-skamble, whimwham. Possibly based on 
a Scandinavian word which may have existed in 
some Eng. dialects; cf. ON. fiém a lampoon, 

flimska mockery, flimta to flout.] 

A, sé, 

1. A piece of nonsense or idle talk; a trifle, a 
conceit. Cf, Fiam sé,1 2, 

1546 J. Heyvwoop Prov. (1867) 19 She maketh earnest 
matters of euery flymflam. 1589 Pafpe w. Hatchet Eijb, 
Trusse vp thy packet of flim flams, & roage to some countrey 
Faire, or read it among boyes in the belfrie. a 1634 Ran- 
poten Poems, To Mem. Brother-in-Law (1681) Bivb, Such 
jig-like flim-flams being got to make The Rabble laugh. 
1885 L’pool Daily Post 11 May 8/7 Grossmith .. crowds his 
picture with all kinds of flim-flams of the drawing-room. 

2. A paltry attempt at deception ; a contemptible 
trick or pretence; a piece of humbug. Cf. Fram 
5b.1 3. 

€1538 in State Papers (1834) II. iii. 552 He and his fel- 
lawes were sent hither .. but for a flim flawe to stoppe the 
ymagination of the Kynge and Counsaile in that behalf. 
1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 14 He gave me this 
flim flam, that I had persuadid him sumwhat. 1600 HoLLanp 
Livy v1. xvi. (1609) 227 The Dictatour commanded him to 
leave off these foolish flimflams & trifling shifts. 1673 Cow- 
LEY Cutter Coleman St. iv. iv, Pll ha’ none of his Flim- 
flams, and his May-be’s. 1805 D’Israeti (¢/¢/e), Flim-Flams, 
or the Life and Errors of my Uncle. 1880 DisraE.t 
Endy. xci, All these habitual flim-flams are, in general, 
the airy creatures of inaccuracy and exaggeration. 

3. collect. Nonsense, rubbish; humbug, deception. 
_¢1570 Marr. Wit § Science u.i, A longe tale of a man 
in the moone, With such a circumstaunce and such flym- 
flam. 1749 Fierpinc Towe Fones xvii, xii, I tell thee ’tis 
all flimflam. 1890 W, A. WattaceE Only a Sister xxxi, They 
may be the wanderings of his dotage, and flim-flam after all. 

4. The action of ‘flim-flamming’ ; in quot. a/¢7d. 

1894 Boston (Mass.) Frnl. 2 May 9/7 She notified the 
eae but the flim-flam artist was far away. did. 17 

ov. 9/7 His success in the ‘ flim-flam’ game. 

B. adj. [Developed from an attrib. use of the 
sb.; cf. Fancy a.] Frivolous, idle, vain, non- 
sensical ; also, deceptive, fictitious, sham. 

1577-87 Ho.insHep Chron, I1.14/1 His slanderous reports 
are vnderpropt with flim-flam surmises. 1631 Masser Ce/es- 
tiza 1, 12 She will tell you a thousand flim-flam tales. 1685 
Crowne Sir C, Nice ut. Dram, Wks. 1874 III. 300 Do you 
think I regard your flimflam story o’ the church? 1886 
Etwortny IV. Somerset Word-bk., Don’t thee tell up no 
such flim-flam stuff, else nobody ont never harky to thee. 

Flim-flam (flimflem),v. [f. prec. sb.] ‘vans. 
+a. To humbug, to beguile zzfo (something). 
b. U.S. To cheat (a person) owt of (money) ‘ while 
he is making change for a bill, by distracting or 
confusing him, so that he pays out more than the 
proper sum’ (Stand. Dict.). 

1660 Fisner Rustich’s Alarni Wks. (1679) 307 None but 
Fools will by thy flood of Words be flim-flam’d into thy 
Faith. 1890 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 26 July, Sent [to 
jail]. .for flimflaming a..saloon-keeper out of some money. 

Hence Flim-fiammer. 

1894 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 31 Jan., The New York 
flim-flammers and green goods men.. are still out of the 
clutches of the United Secret Service. 

Flim-flam-flirt. [Cf Frim-rnam and Fiam- 
FLIRT.] A nonsensical speech, a gibe. 

1573 Lwyne xecid x. Ddiij, Flimflam flirts [thou] out 
throwst at them that nothing care. 

+ Flimmer. Oés. [? f. Fuim-(FLaM) sd. or v. + 
-ER|L.] ?A chatter-box, gossip. 

1515 Barcray Lgloges 11. 145 Rural flimmers, and other 
of our sort. -They chat, they bable, 

Flimmer (flimoi), v. rare. [Onomatopeeic; 
cf. glimmer, flicker and Ger. flimmern.] intr, To 
burn unsteadily. 

1880 Wess Goethe's Haust wv. xix, Upwards the lamp’s 
eternal light doth flimmer. 

Flimp (flimp), v. slang. [Cf. WFlem. /zmpe 
knock, slap in the face.] ¢vavs. To robin a certain 
manner (see quot.). 

1839 Branpon Poverty, Mendicity §& Crime 111 (Farmer) 
To take a man’s watch is to flimp him, it can only be done 
in a crowd, one gets behind and pushes him in the back, 
while the other in front is robbing him, 1862 Cornxh. Mag. 
Noy. 651 We are going a flimping, buzzing, cracking [etc.]. 

Hence Flimp sd. (see quot. 1857); Flitmping 
vbl. sb. Also Fli‘mper, one who flimps. 

1857 ‘Ducance Ancuicus’ Vulg. Tongue 8 Putting on the 
flimp. Garotte robbery. 1862 H. Kincstry Ravenshoe ILI. 
xi. 180 What with flimping, and with cly-faking.. .‘ Flimping’ 
is a style of theft which I have never practised. 


intellect, crazy, 
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Flimsify (fli-mzifoi),v. sovce-wa. [f. Fuimsy a. 
+-FY.] “vans. To render flimsy. 

1838 Blackw. Mag. XLV. 533 Mysticism, which flimgifies 
religion .. into transcendental sentimentalities, 

Flimsily (flitmzili), adv. [f. Fuumsy + -ny 2.] 
In a flimsy manner, 

1787 Minor 159 How flimsily the contractor..had executed 
his plans. @1797 Watrote Mem. Geo. IT (2847) IL. ii. 54 
Then ensued a variety of the different manners of speaking 
ill, Potter flimsily [etc.]. 1863 E. Firz Grratp Lez. (1889) 
I. 292 Certainly I looked very flimsily at all. 1888 Yar/er's 
Mag. July 219@The work was done cheaply and flimsily. 

Flimsiness (flitmzinés). [f. Fumsy a. + 
-NESS.] The quality of being flimsy. 

1727 in Baitry vol. Il. a@1763 Suenstone Ess. Writing 
& Bhs. Wks. (1764) 173 A certain flimziness of poetry. 1816 
Keatince Trav. (1817) II. 81 Certainly the materials are 
spun out almost to flimziness, 1883 Law Times 29 Sept. 362/t 
‘The courts .. were run up with a speed and flimsiness of 
construction which would do credit to a speculative suburban 
builder. 

concr. 1871 R, Exuis Catudllus \xviii. 5t The spider, aloft 
her silk-slight flimsiness hanging. 

Flimsy (fli:mzi), a. and sd. Also 8 flimsey, -zy. 
[First recorded in 18th c.; possibly (as Todd conjec- 
tured) an onomatopceic formation suggested by 
Fium. For the ending cf. ¢2psy, bumpsy; also limpsy, 
given by Webster as a U.S. synonym of fzmsy.] 

A, adj. 1. In physical sense: Destitute of 
strength or solidity ; easily destroyed; slight, frail, 
unsubstantial, 

ryoz in Kersey. 1706 Puituips (ed. Kersey), Flimsy, 
limber, slight. 1728 Morcan A/giers I. iv. 141 The flesh [of 
the ostrich] is hard, black, and flimsy. 1780 Cowrer Progr. 
Err. 495 Spun as fine As bloated spiders draw the flimsy 
line. 1813 SHEeLLey Q. Mad vy. 28 To screen With flimsy 
veil of justice .. Its unattractive lineaments. 1852 THAcK- 
ERAY Lswiond u. iv, There comes a day when the roused 
public indignation kicks their flimsy edifice down. 1874 L. 
STEPHEN Hours in Library (1892) I. iii. ro9 The jewels have 
remained after the flimsy embroidery. .has fallen into decay. 

b. Of persons or their constitutions: Frail, 
‘delicate’. Ods. 

1741-2 H. Wacrote Lett. H. Mann (1834) I. xviii. 61, 
I have a very flimsy constitution. 1753 CuestTerr. Le?t. 1V. 
195, | have not yet quite got over my last violent attack, 
and am weak and flimsy. 

2. In immaterial sense : Destitute of solid value, 
slight, trivial, paltry. 

{1735 Pore Prod. Sat. 94 Proud of a vast extent of flimsy 
lines !] 1756-82 J. Warton Zss. Pofe (ed. 4) I. iii. 203 Walsh 
was in general a flimsy and frigid writer. 1765 BLAcKsTONE 
Cone, I. 201 However flimsey this title .. may appear at 
this distance to us. 1830 Herscuen Stud. Nat. Phil. 109 
The perverse and flimsy style of verbal disputation which 
had infected all learning. 1845 M. Pattison £ss. (1889) 
I. 2x This flimsy hypocrisy, by which he .. sought to pass 
himself offas the victim of others’ injustice. 1880 L, STEPHEN 
Pope vii. 171 A flimsy hypothesis learnt from Bolingbroke. 

absol. 1794 Govwin Cal. Williams 35 Choosing the flimsy 
before the substantial. . 

b. With reference to mental or moral attributes : 


Frivolous, trifling, superficial. 

1827 Scorr Surg. Dau. xii, But it was thine, flimsy villain, 
to execute the device which a bolder genius planned. 1847 
L. Hunt Men, Women § B. 11. ix. 195 Poor, flimsy, witty, 
wise, foolish .. Horace Walpole. 1853 Lyncu Sel/fliprov. 
iii. 66 The flimsy individual who has read fifty novels in a 
year, but nothing else. 

eth 

1. slang. A bank-note; also, paper-money. 

1824 P. Ecan Boxiana IV. 443 Martin produced some 
‘flimsies’; and said he would fight on Tuesday next. 1842 
Baruam /vgol. Leg., Merch. Venice, English Exchequer- 
bills .. the right sort of ‘flimsy’, all signed by Monteagle. 
1845 Avs. Smitu Fort. Scatterg. Fam. xxxii. (1887) 108 Pl 
stand a five pun’ flimsy for the piece, 

2. A flimsy or thin kind of paper : esp. that used 
by reporters for the purpose of multiplying copies ; 
hence, reporters’ ‘copy’. Also adtrzd. 

1859 SALA Tw. round Clock (1861) 30 Sub-editors are now 
hard at work cutting down ‘flimsy’. 1872 Bresanr & Rice 
Ready Money Mortiboy xxiii, I’m afraid I shan’t have enough 
flimsy. 1892 Pall Mall G. 13 Apr. 6/3 The Post Office tele- 
graph ‘ flimsy’ messages. .are now to be multiplied by means 
of the typewriter. 

Hence Flimsy v. /rans., to write on ‘ flimsy’. 

1886 Daily News 17 July, Had the questions to be copied 
out ?—Yes; and the answers to be flimsied. 


Flinch (flinf), v.l Also 7 flench. [app. a. 
OF. flenchir, flainchir, usually regarded as a 
variant of the synonymous /lechir : see FLECCHE. ] 

1. intr. To give way, draw back, yield ground 
ina combat; to draw back or turn aside from a 
course of action, a duty or enterprise. In later use 
influenced by sense 3: To draw back through 
failure in courage, endurance, or resolve ; to shrink 
Jronz something as dangerous, painful, or difficult. 

1579 Lyty Luphues (Arb.) 91 If thou wast minded .. to 
loue me, why dost thou flinch at the last? 1587 AZirr. 
Mag., Humber v, Pitch'd our fielde In hope to make them 
flinche, flye, fall or yeelde. 16x11 Barry Ram-Alley ui. i, 
1 shall catch him in a narrow room, Where neither of us can 
flinch. 1649 Br. Guturte AZenz. (1702) 65 Drawing them to 
his Tent, upon assurance, and afterwards flinching from it. 
171z Arsurunot Yoku Lull iv. xi, O the ingratitude and 
injustice .. that John Bull... should flinch at last. 1826 E. 
Irvinc Babylon II. 437 If you flinch not, like Jonah, from 
fulfilling your commission. 1840 Atison //ist. Europe ag 
50) VILL. liv. § 4. 464 The peasants withstood without flinch- 











FLINDER. 


ing several attacks in front. 1873 H. Rocrers Orig. Bible 
vi. (1875) 220 Faintheartedness..had often made him flinch 
in sudden temptation. 

th. To flinch out: to swerve, deviate, be de- 
flected. Obs. rare, 

1642 H. More Song of Soud u. ut. 1. Ixxi, Why Venus 
flincheth out More then Mercurius. 

+2. To slink, sneak off. Also with away, off. 

1563 in Strype Anu. Ref. I. xxxvi. 413 For the preventing 
of any of these dispensed Persons from flinching off from 
them, or falling from this Correspondence, 1605 CAMDEN 
Rent, 235 Which when they have beene well and kindely 
entertained flinch away never giving thankes. 161x FLorio, 
Spicchidre, to sneake or flinch secretly out of sight. 1622 
Masse tr. Aleman’s Guzman d’ Alf. u. 131 They went 
flinching away, and got them home through bye-lanes. 

3. To shrink under pain; to wince. 

@1677 Barrow Sevm. Wks. 1716 II. 38 Doth not every 
man flinch at any trouble? 1692 Locke Educ. § 115 A child 
..may.. be accustom’d to bear very.. rough usage without 
flinching or complaining. 1791 BosweLtt YFohnson 7 May 
an. 1773 zo¢fe, He never flinched ; but after reiterated blows, 
remained seemingly unmoved. 1879 Browninc /van [van- 
ovitch 224 Gnaw through me, through and through: flat 
thus I lie nor flinch 

b. To blench: see BLENCH v.! 2 and 6. 

1883 tr. Stepuiak’s Undergr. Russia Introd. u. iii. 43 He.. 
can die without flinching. 1884 W. C. Smitu 7ldrostan 
93 Serpents..charm you with a gaze that will not flinch. 

4. quasi-tvans. To withdraw from, lose (one’s 
ground). Also, Zo flinch the flagon: to let the 
bottle pass. Zo flinch one’s glass : to avoid empty- 
ing it. + Zo fltnch (back) one’s hand to draw it 
back ; in quot. fig. to intermit one’s activity. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv. 75 If Nature should but 
flinch back her hand, or the world that is round about it 
should but be pluckt away from it. 1712 ArBUTHNOT You 
Bull iu. vi, Lewis .. either by the strength of his brain, or 
flinching his glass, kept himself sober as a judge. 1790 
Burns Election Ball. xiv, Welsh who ne’er yet flinch’d his 
ground. 1838 James Modder i, You flinched the flagon. 

Hence Flinching v0/. sb., Flinch sé., the action 
of flinching. 

1600 Hotranp Livy xu. 1127 This flinching of his and 
absenting himselfe. 1817 W. Taytor in Monthly Rev. 
LXXXIII. 498 That unwelcome flinch which the touch of 
egotism gives to benevolence. 1845 Hoop 77ue Story xiv, 
A recollection strong enough To cause a very serious flinch- 
ing. 1862 in A. E. Lee Hist. Colrmbus (1892) 1. 74x Mr. 
Rarey .. leaped over its head, laid [szc] down upon it, and 
within its legs, all without a start or a flinch. 1879 FroupE 
Czxsar xvii. 277 There was no flinching and no cowardice. 

+ Flinch, v.2 Ods. [Cf. Fuir, Fumt.] (See 
quot.) Hence Flinching v/, sd. 

1727-36 Baitey, Plinching..also a flirting the Nail of the 
Middle-finger slapped from the Thumb. 1735 Dycue & 
Parvon, Fiinch..also to strike or cut the Flesh by a Stroke 
with the Nail of the middle Finger. ‘ ; 

Flinch (flinf), v.8 aut. [possibly identical 
in etymology with Fiinon v.13 cf. FLANcH.] ¢vans. 
To bevel; =SNAPEv. 

1867 in SmyTH Sazlor’s Word-bk. s.v. Snape. 

Flinch, var. of FLENcH v. 

Flincher (flinfo1). [f Fuincn v.1+-rr 1.] 

1. One who hangs back or gives way, esp. at a 
crisis or in time of danger, etc.; one who shrinks 


Jrom (an undertaking, etc.). 

1598 Frorio, Yaccognatore ..a conycatcher, a micher, 
a flincher, a paltrer. 1609 Br. W. Bartow Axnsw. Namte- 
less Cath. 272 All the flinchers that forsooke him. 1664 
H. More £f. 7 Churches iv. (1669) 51 That sharp repre- 
hension of Flinchers from the Faith. 1760 C. Jounston 
Chrysal II. u. xiv, Lam no flincher; I never say aye when 
Imean no. a1834 Lams Final Mem. ix. Wks, (1865) 295 In 
society, as in politics, he was no flincher. ' ; 

traisf, 1631 Celestina xvii. 180 Gold and Silver will not 
tarry with mee; they are flinchers. : 

2. One who passes the bottle; one who abstains 
from drinking. 

1549 CovERDALE, etc. Evasm. Par. Fas.i, 27 He is counted 
a flyncher that foloweth sobrietie. @ 1668 DAvENANT Siege 
yv. Dram. Wks. 1873 1V. 427 What! a flincher? Quaff it 
off, Mulciber. a1748 C. Pirr Ef. to Mr. Spence 94 The 
sot..Swears at the flinchers who refuse their glass. 1826 
Disraeut Viv. Grey v. iv, A German student is no flincher 
at the bottle, : 

Flinching (flinfin), f/. a. [f. Fuincn v.! + 
-InG2.] That flinches. Hence Plinchingly adv. 

1847 in Craic. 1883 Fenn Middy § Ensign xvii. 105 It 
held out one long thin black hand, flinchingly, as if expect- 
ing to be teased. 

Flinchless (ficnflés), a. or adv. nonce-wa. [f. 
FLIncu 50. + -Luss.] Without a flinch. 

1847 J. Hatuiway Rustic Bard 177 She flinchless views 
the gathering shower, 

Flinder, sd. Ods. exc. dial. In 4 vlindre. 
[=mod.Du. winder] A moth or butterfly. 

1340 Ayenb. 206 Zuo long uliz3h pe_ulindre aboute the 
candle: pet hi bernp. 1736 PeGGE Kenticisms, linder, 
a butterfly. 1887 in Aext Gloss. 

Flinder (flindas), v.1 Sc. rave—'. [f. Fuin- 
DER(S sd.] ¢rans. To break into flinders or 


pieces. 
1871 P. H. Wapvett Ps. x. 15 Flinder ye the arm o’ the 
ill-doers. _/did. xlvi. 9 He flinders the bow. ; 
Flinder, v2 Se. [Cf Flemish wlénderen, 


LG. flindern to flutter, fly away.] (See quot.) 
1808-80 Jamieson, Zo FVinder, to flirt, to run about in a 

fluttering manner}; also applied to cattle, when they break 

through inclosures, and scamper through the fields, 


FLINDER-MOUSE. 


Flinder-mouse (fliindozymaus). Obs. exc. 
dial. [f. FuInDER sd. or v.2 + Movusx.] A bat. 
Cf, Fiuickrer-, FLITTER-MOUSE. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb,) 112 The flyndermows [Du. die 
vledermuys) and the wezel. 1565 B. Goocre Zodiac of Life 
1x. HH iiij b, Large wings on him did growe, Framde like 
the wings of Flinder-mice. 1592 CuettLe Kind-Harts Dr. 
(1841) 21 Blinde flinder-mise. 1624 Barcrave Sev. 6 An 
eunuch strooke a flinder-mouse in an elder-tree. 1736 PEGGE 
Kenticisms, Flindermouse, a bat. 1875 in Sussex Géoss. 


Flinders (flindauz), sd. A/. rarely sing. Forms : 
5-6 Sc. flend(e)ris, -ers, 9 Sc. (sg. and p/.) flin- 
ner(s, 8- flinders. [cf. mod.Norw. findra thin 
chip or splinter, Du. ender fragment. } 

Fragments, pieces, splinters. Chiefly in phrases, 


as lo break or fly in(to flinders. Cf. FLITTERS. 

c1480 Golagros § Gaw. 915 Thair speris in the feild in 
flendris gart ga. «1550 Christis Kirke Gr. ix, The bow in 
flenders flew. 1776 C. Ke1tu /armer’s Ha’ inChambers Pop. 
Poems Scot?. (1862) 32 He'll their doors to flinders toss, 1808 
J. Mayne Siller Gun 1. 129 At length she [his gun] bounced 
out-ower a tree, In monya flinner. 1840 Browninc Sordelio 
vi. 437 Flinders enrich the strand, and veins the rock. 1847 
Kincsiey Poems, New Forest Ballad 30 The metal good 
and the walnut wood Did soon in flinders flee. 

Jig. 1786 Burns On a Scotch Bard v, Twill mak her poor 
auld heart..In flinders flee. 1878 Mrs. Stowr Poganuc P. 
iii. 27 Parson Cushing could knock that air [discourse] all 
to flinders. 

b. transf. Pieces, scraps. 

1869 GreENWoop Seve Curses ii. 19 Her draggletail 
flinders of lace and ribbon. 

Fine, obs. var. of flow: see Fiy. 

Fling (flin), 5d. [f. next vb.] 

1. An act of flinging or throwing; a cast, throw. 

1589 R. Harvey PZ. Perc. 1o Why may not we haue one 
cast in his Orchard, and a fling at his Medlar tree? 1856 
Kane Arct. £xfl. I. xxix. 391 In spite of the powerful flings 
which they were subjected to in the fight, not a dog suffers 
seriously, 

2. fig. (Chiefly in phrase ¢o have a fling at.) a. 
A passing attempt at or attack upon something. 
b. A sarcastic remark thrown out in passing; a 
gibe, scoff. 

1550 Bate Afol. 142/1 Not one kynge hath bene in Eng- 
Jande..but they [monks] haue..had theyr false flynges at 
him. @1ggz Greene Selimus Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 290 
Wee'll have a fling at the A°gyptian crowne. x601 Hot- 
Land Pdiny 11. xxxvit. ili. 609, I meane..to haue a fling at 
Magicians for their abhominable lies. 1659 D. Pett /pr. 
Sea 174 Will you not have one fling at Spain..before you 
dye? 1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. FE. Jud. 1. xiii. 148 He 
left his Estate to two Grandsons..But the Court had a 
Fling at them, and got above a Million Sterl. of their 
Estate. 1741 Ricnarnson Pamela (1824) I. 117 He has 
had a taste of your satirical flings. 1760 C. JoHNSTON 
Chrysal (1822) II. 10 A fling at the clergy never fails to 
raise alaugh. 1878 SpuRGEON Sev. XXIV. 356 These also 
have their fling against the Gospel. 

3. A hasty, reckless, or wanton movement, a rush. 
“it. and jig. At one fling: at one movement or 
impulse. /udl fling: with haste or force, im- 
petuously, violently. Mow rare. 

1556 J. Heywoop Sfider & F. i. 33 In at a lattes hole.. 
Euen at a fling, fast flew there in a flie. 1575 GascoIGNE 
Pr, Pleas. Kenilw, u. v, My willing feete, which fet these 
hastie frisking flings. c1s90 Secr. Mem. Earl Leicester 
(1706) 114 With many other Fetches Flings and Friskes 
besides. 1614 T. Avams Diuells Banket iv. 183 A man 
that hath taken his careere, and runnes full fling to a place, 
cannot recoile himselfe, 1621 FLetcurer Wild Goose Chase 
1v. i, Now ye see what your flings are, and your 
fancies. 1641 Brome Youlal Crew u, i, Shall we make 
a fling to London? 1650 B. Discollimininm 35 She would 
start from Newcastle to Michaels mount at one fling. 

4. A flinging about of the body or limbs. 

a. A dance in which the arms and legs are 
moved with great vigour, esp. in the Highland fling. 

1806 P. Neitt Zour i, We saw the Highlanders. .dancing 
the fling to the music of the bagpipe. 1824 Scorr Sé. 
Ronan’s vi, Dancing the highest Highland fling. 1845 
Hoop Last Max xxiii, He..danced me a saucy fling. 

b. A violent movement, a plunge; of a horse: 
A kicking or throwing out the hind legs. Also Sc. 
Jig. of persons: Zo take the fling(s: ‘to become 
unmanageable’ (Jam.), to become fitful or ill- 
humoured. 

@1568 Freminc Ball. evill Wyffis viii. in Bannatyne 
Poems (1770) 227 Quhen his wyfe taks the fling. 1719 
Hamitton £/. to Ramsay 24 Aug. vii., Gin we ettle anes 
to taunt her, And dinna cawmly thole her banter, She'll 
tak the flings, 1826 H. N. Coterince West Jndies 126 The 
furious jerks and flings which he [the shark] made. 1852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. vi, ‘ lf dat ar gen’Iman’s crittur 
[a horse] should gib a fling.’ ; 

ce. jig. Freedom from constraint in one’s 
bearing ; ‘dash’. 

1871. Geo. Evior Middlem. 1. 1. xiii. 218 About his ordi- 
nary bearing there was a certain fling, a fearless expectation 
of success, a confidence in his own powers. 


5. A fit or spell of unrestrained indulgence of 
one’s impulses. Zo have one’s fling: usually, to 
abandon oneself to pleasure until the impulse is 
satisfied. 

1827 Barrincton Pers, Sk. U1. 435 They took care pre- 
viously to have their fling. 1840 E. Howarp Yack Ashore 
III. iii, From this morning may Jack’s fling of extravagance 
be dated. 1849 THackeray Pendennis xxxix, I should like 
to have my fling out before I marry. 1857 Hucues Tom 
Brown i, ii, (1871) 230 During this hour or hour-and-a-half 
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he used¢fo take his fling. 1864 Tennyson Ayimer's F. 399 
Give me my fling, and let me say my say. 
6. In various uses. 
a. The length of netting which may be made on 


the mesh-pin at a time. 

1780 A. Younc Tour Jrel. 1. 153 Weaving the nets 1. 
a yard for one fling, or 63 meshes deep. 

b. A number (of oxbirds) flying in company. 

1859 Fotkarp Wild-fowling |x. 316 The whole fling [of ox- 
birds] every now and then presents the identical appearance 
of a beautiful silver cloud. 1875 ‘STronEHENGE’ Brit. Sports 
1.1. § x A ‘fling’ of oxbirds. 

+e. used to express: A thing of no importance. 

a1661 Futter Worthies, Barke-Shire (1662) 84 England 

were but a fling, Save for the crooked stick and the gray- 
goose-wing. . 

7. attrib. and Comb., as fling period (sense 5) ; 
+ fling-brain, a person of flighty and hasty cha- 
racter ; so } fling-brained a. 

1554 in Foxe A. & AZ. (1583) I]. 1459/1 A sort of flyng- 
braines and light heads, which were neuer constant in any 
one thyng. 1576 Newton Lemmnzie’s Complex, (1633) 159 
Their fickle heads, and flingbrained wits be easily allured 
and drawne into folly. 1885 Athenxume 24 Jan. 117/t 
Chopin. .came when the fling period was drawing to an end. 

Fling (flin), v. Pa.t. and pa. pple. flung (flvn). 
Forms: lf. 4-6 flyng(e, 5 flenge, 4- fling. a. ¢. 
4-8 (9 dial.) flang, 4-7 flong, (4 flone), 6 floong, 
4- flung. Ja. pple. 6-7 flong, 7 flang, 7- flung. 
[app. closely related to ON. flengja, MSw. flangia, 
MDa. flenge to flog (mod.Icel. fengja, Sw. flanga, 
Da. flange, also zntv. to move impetuously). As 
the E. verb is recorded only as strong, it is difficult 
to regard it as adopted from the Scand. wk. vb. ; 
it may represent a prehistoric ON. */zga, of which 
Jlengja is a derivative. ] 

I. cntr. 

1, To move with haste or violence from or to- 
wards an object ; to go or run violently or hastily ; 
to dash, rush. 

1300 K. Adis. 1165 Messangeris conne flyng, Into the 
halle byfore the kyng. c¢1330 A7vth. § Alert. 3916 Pe hors 
of baundoun lete pai frem & come flingand wip al her men. 
61435 Torr. Portugal 378 He fled a wey, ase he were wod, 
Flyngyng ase afynd. 1556 J. Hevwoop Spider § F. iv. 15 
Full furiouslie he flang Towarde the flie. 1579 LyLy 
Euphues (Arb.) 88 There staying his words, he flang out of 
the dores. 1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 541 Posts came 
flinging to him from the Realm of Pontus. 1599 Sanpys 
Europe Spec. (1637) 218 Unnaturall and rebellious Children, 
who have flung out of the Church. 1725 Porr Odyss. xx. 
334 Confus’d, distracted, thro’ the rooms they fling. 1796 
SrepMan Surinam 1.1, 20, 1 .. angrily flung into the apart- 
ment. 1830 Gatt Laurie T. vi. i. (1849) 253 He flung from 
me like a whirlwind. 1855 Mottey Dutch Rep. 1. ii. (1866) 
146 Granville... flung from the council-chamber. 1894 Hati 
Caine Manzxman I. i. 3 His son had flung out of the room. 

b. with adverbs, as away, forth, off, out, etc. 

c1300 K. Adis. 1111 Alisaundres folk forth gon flyng, 

Fyve hundred in a rynge. dd. 5892 [They] Breken there 
the wal adoun; And in flunge in litel stounde. 1588 
Greene Pandosto (1887) 25 With that he flung away from 
his sonne in a rage, 1620 SHELTON Quzxote I. 111, iv. 142 
Don Quixote .. did fling up and down among the sheep. 
1633 Bre. Hat, Hard Texts 256 Do not venture to fling 
out from him as in a fury. 1712 ArsutHNor Yohn Bull 
1. ix, Signior flang away out of the house in great disorder. 
1836 Irvinc Astoria 66 He concluded by flinging off from 
the party. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. viii, The Chancellor 
-» flung away in a rage. 

e. Of a missile or weapon: To be sent or driven 
forcibly or swiftly. 

c1300 K, Adis. 2749 Thorugh the heorte the launce flang. 
1632 Women's Rights 333 They [the keys] flang out at the 
chamber window. 1856 Mrs. Browninc Aurora Leigh 1x. 
934, I flung closer to his breast, As sword that, after battle, 
flings to sheath, 

+ 2. To make an onset or attack. Ods. 

a. To fling together : to close in fight; to engage 
in hand-to-hand contest. 

c1300 K. AZzs. 6084 Bothe perty flang togedre. ¢1380S7r 
Lerumb. 674 Wib be strokes pat bis frekes slente flyngande 
to-gader in fi3te, Hur helmes & haberions pay to-rente. 
1470-85 Matory Arthur 1x. vi. 347 They .. drewe theire 
swerdes and flange to gyders as wood men, 

b. To aim a stroke or blow (aZ); to hit ozt. 
¢1380 Sir Ferumb. 583 So bikke he smot to Olyuer as he 
mi3te flynge. c1q00 Rowland § O. 830 Kyng Clariell.. 
flynges owte full fersely. c1400 Destr. Troy 5253 He..flang 
at hym fuersly with a fyne swerde. 

3. Of a horse or other animal; To kick and plunge 
violently, ‘to fly into violent and irregular motions’ 
(J.), to be unruly or restive. Also with about, out. 

1375 Barbour Aruce vi. 143 He stekit the hors, and he can 
flyng. 1523 Lp. Berners /7oiss. I. clxii. 198 The horses 
whan they felt y® sharpe arowes .. flang and toke on so 
feersly, that many of them fell on their maisters. 1579 
Gosson Sch, Abuse (Arb.) 44 A Colt, giue him the bridle, 
he flinges about; raine him hard, and you may rule him. 
1605 SHaks. Jfacé. u. iv. 16 Duncans Horses..Turn’d wilde 
in nature, broke their stalls, flong out, Contending 'gainst 
Obedience. 1694 R. L’Estrance Fables ccxxxvii, The 
same Humour of Kicking and Flinging at the Servant, took 
him again next Morning. 1815 Scorr Ld. of /sles v. xxxi, 
The startling horses plunged and flung. 1862 in A. E. Lee 
Hist. Columbus I. 742 A good-natured .. slap, at which the 
animal ‘flung out’ Jike a trip-hammer. 

b. similarly of persons. Also, to fling out: to 
break out into angry invective or complaint. 

1531 LLyor Gov, 1. ii, Where they [the communes]. .refuse 





FLING. 


to be brydled, they flynge and plunge: and if they ones 
throwe downe theyr gouernour [etc.]. 1575 J. STILL Gamm. 
Gurton.v. ii, There is the thing, That Hodge is so offended, 
that makes him starte and flyng. a@1605 MonrcomEriz 
Misc. Poems vii. 20 The mair thou flings, the faster is the 
net. @1694 TiLLoTson Sevm. 2 Pet. iil. 3 Wks. 1735 I. 29 
Their consciences are galled .. this makes them winch and 
fling as if they had some mettle. @170x SeDLEY Poems Wks. 
1722 I. 19 She like a wounded Otter flings and Rails, 1886 
Payn Luck of Darrelis vii, I had rather she had flung out 
at me, as many a woman would do, than taken it as she did. 

4. Sc. To caper, dance. (Cf. Fring sd. 4.) 

1528 Lynpesay Dreme Epist. 12 Sumtyme, in dansing, 
feiralie I flang. a@1572 Knox //ist. Ref tv. (1644) 374 They 
would have wished their Sonnes and Daughters rather .. to 
have been exercised in flinging upon a Floore .. then [etc.]. 
1790 Burns 7am 0’ Shanter 161 Rigwoodie hags wad spean 
a foal, Louping an’ flinging on a crummock. 


II. trans. 
5. To throw, cast, toss, hurl. Frequently with 


adverbs, as about, aside, away, by, out, wp, etc. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 651 He evin apon his bak hym 
flang And with hym till the bat can gang. ¢1420 Pad/ad. 
on Husb.1.550 Fitches flynge Afore hem ofte. 1565 GoLDING 
Ovid's Met, vin. (1593) 195 The bore .. grunting flang his 
fome about. 1877 Stanyuurst Desc. Zvel. in Holinshed 
Chron. V1. 43 He floong them all in the fire. 1587 FLeminc 
Contn. Holinshed \11. 1290/1 The boy there vpon flang 
vp his garland. 1593 Suaxs. 2 /fen. VJ, 1. viii. 15 Who 
loues the King.. Fling vp his cap. 1607 — Cor. u. i. 
279 Matrons flong Gloues..Vpon him. @1608 Sir F. 
Vere Comm. 8 They flang away their arms. 1647 C. 
Harvey School of Heart xxxiv. 44 The door’s flung off the 
hooks, the floor’s unlay’d. c1665 Mrs. Hurcuinson AZem. 
Col. Hutchinson (1846) 243 Which, when the governor read 
over, he flung by. 1711 Bupcett Sect. No. 77 P 9 He 
writes a Letter, and flings the Sand into the Ink-bottle. 
1816 KEatinGE 7av. (1817) I. 237 He was dressed in long 
robes of white .. muslin, one end of which was flung over 
his head. 1842 TENNyson Lady Clare 40 Pull off, pull off, 
the brooch of gold, And fling the diamond necklace by. 
1887 Bowen Virg. Atneid uu. 147 The King Bids them.. 
aside his manacles fling. 


b. To throw with violence or hostile intent; to 
hurl as a missile. Zo fling down; to throw to the 


ground, 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 645 Ledderis to the ground thai 
flang. cx1s00 Maid Emlyn in Anc. Poet. Tracts (Percy 
Soc.) 15 And if her husbande said ought, Loke what she 
sonest cought, At his heed she wolde it flynge. 1558 PHAER 
/Eneid v1. Rij, loue almighty than, a firy dart on him 
down flang. 1893 Suaxs. 3 Hen. V/, v.i. 51, I had rather 
chop this Hand off at a blow, And with the other, fling it 
at thy face. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb, xxii. (1748) 350 His 
approved men. .flang out such a flight Of shafts. 1700 S, L. 
tr. Fryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 159, 1 .. flung him upon his back, 
1706 I}, Warp Hud. Rediv. I. 11 Fling dirt enough, and 
some will stick. 1825 J. Neat Bro. Jonathan 1. 263 He 
tore off his jacket .. went up to Carter, and flung it in his 
face. 1879 Froupe C#sar xvii. 280 They.. flung darts 
carrying lighted straw over the ramparts. 

Jig. 1713 Appison Catot. i, I know thy generous Temper 
well; Fling but th’ Appearance of Dishonour on it, It strait 
takes Fire. 1781 Cowrer Convers. 153 Their nimble nonsense 
.. Flings at your head conviction ina lump. 1840 CARLYLE 
Heroes ii. (1858) 234 ‘These thoughts of his, flung-out un- 
shaped, 1883 Manch. Exam. 29 Noy. 5/2 We are .. not 
prepared to fling harsh words at any who do not at this 
moment agree with us. " 

e. absol. To throw or aim a missile az. 

1635 QuartEs Eyrzbd, 1. vii. 5 While death, that flings at 
all, Stands arm'd to strike thee down, @1721 Prior Cloe 
Hunting 20 1 and my Cloe take a nobler Aim: At human 
Hearts we fling, nor ever miss the Game. 1726 SHELVOcCKE 
Voy. round World (1757) 132 They say they are sure of any- 
thing they fling at [with a lasso]. 

d. said of the sea,.waves, wind, etc. 

1684 Burnet 7%. Earth. vi. 75 Suppose a. .heap of Rocks 
to fall. .these would expel the waters out of their places with 
such a..violence as to fling them among the highest Clouds. 
1781 Cowrer Lxfostulation 273 The waves that .. fling 
their foam against thy chalky shore. 1796 Morse Ammer. 
Geog. II. 146 This spring .. is found to fling out about 
twenty-one tons of water ina minute. 1887 Bowen Virg. Ecé. 
vu. 42 More cheap than the seaweed flung on the shore. 

e. To throw (dice) from the box. Also aédsod. 

1654 WuitLock Zootomia 423 Whole Armies then as 
truly having their lives played, as ever any private Souldier 
had, when condemned to fling for his. @1zoo Drypren 
(J.) Tis fate that flings the dice. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 
543 P 4 If one should always fling the same number with 
ten thousand dice, 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W.ii, I only wanted 
to fling a quatre and yet I threw deuce-ace five times. 

6. ref. To throw oneself; =sense I. 

1700 S.L, tr. Lryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 321 A steep Rock; 
whence..the late King of Sittawack’s Wife and Daughter 
flung themselves down headlong. 1812 J. Witson /s/e of 
Palms 1. 75 He flings himself down on his rocky tomb. 
1829 Lytron Devereux 1. iii, I flung myself into his arms 
and wept. 1874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 6. 87 William flung 
himself. .into the first boat he found. f : 

b. fig. Zo fling oneself, one’s energies, etc. into 
or upon: to enter upon vigorously, take up with 
impetuous energy, abandon oneself to, Also, Zo 
fling oneself upon (a person): to confide oneself 
unreservedly to. 

1842 Miss Mirrorp in L’Estrange Life III. ix. 144 If 
they [Whigs] had flung themselves upon the people heartily 
and honestly, they might have set the Tories at defiance, 
1865 CarLyLe Fredk. Gt. IX. xx. vii. 130 Goltz. honestly 
flings himself upon his task. 1874 Green Short /ist. il. 
§ 7. 100 [He] returned to fling himself into the life of the 
young nobles of the time, 1880 MeCartuy Own Times 111. 
xxxv. 111 She had flung all her energies into the rebellion. 

7. To extend (one’s arms) with a sudden move- 


FLING. 


ment; ¢ransf. of a plant, ete. 
(one’s heels), etc. 

1657 J. SmirH A7yst, Rhet. 248 When in shew of disdain- 
ful contempt of a person or thing we fling up our nose. 
1810 Scott Lady of L. 1. xii, The pine-tree hung His 
shattered trunk, and .. flung His boughs athwart the nar- 
rowed sky. c¢18z0 SHELLEY Question i, A shelving bank 
of turf, which .. hardly dared to fling Its green arms 
round the bosom of the stream. 1822 — Trinmph of Life 
149 Maidens and youths fling their wild arms in air, 1884 
‘Tennyson Becket 23 The young colt.. flung up her heels. 

8. To cast scornfully (one’s eyes, a glance) in 
a certain direction. 

1654 WuitLock Zootomia 209 How many fling their 
Eyes off a Book, having but spied the name? 1821 CLARE 
Vill. Minstr. 1, 121 One careless look on me she flung. 

9. To emit, send forth, give out, diffuse (light, a 
sound, odour, etc.) ; to throw or cause to fall (light 
or shade) 07 or over an object. Also, to fling in 


(quot. 1704). 

1632 Mitton Penseroso 13x When the sun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, 1634 — Comzus 989 West winds, with 
musky wing, About the cedarn allies fling Nard and casia’s 
balmy smells. 1704 Appison //aly (1705) 217 The Entry 
at both Ends [of a subterraneous passage] is higher than 
the middle Parts of it, and sinks by degrees, to fling in 
more Light upon the rest. 1712-4 Pore Rape Lock 1. 67 
Ev'ry beam new transient colours flings. 1755 YounG 
Centaur v. Wks. 1757 IV. 231 This flings light on a part 
of Scripture, which has a cloud on it in some eyes. ¢ 1800 
K. Wuire Poenzs (1837) 141 No gale around its coolness 
flings. 1876 Green Stray Stud. 3 The huge beeches that 
fling their cool shade over the grass. 

10. a. To put (any one) suddenly or violently 
znto prison, confinement, or the like; ‘to force 
into another condition, properly into a worse’ (J.) ; 
also, | fo fling to death (obs.) 

c1400 Destr. Troy 8843 Alphenor the fuerse flung he to 
dethe. 1591 SpeNSER Teares MZuses 543 Squallid Fortune, 
into basenes flong, Doth scorne the pride of wonted orna- 
ments, 1601 WeeEver Mirr. Mart. Evi, They were 
attacht, and into prison flong. 1762 H. WALPoLe Vertze’s 
Anecd. Paint, (1765) I. iii. 53 Mabuse; whose excesses 
..occasioned his being flung into prison. 1776 Tria? of 
Nundocomar 66/1,1 was, after the battle, flung into con- 
finement. 1849 Macautay /H7st, Eng. I. 98 Laud was 
flung into the Tower. 

b. To bring up or dispatch (a body of troops) 
by a sudden or rapid moyement ; to cause (troops): 


to fall ov (the enemy). 

1707 Freinp Peterborow's Cond. Sp. 55 His Lordship 
found Methods to fling 500 Men into the Town, 1893 
Sayce Higher Criticisnz (1894) 426 He had flung his army 
on the western conspirators. 

ll. +a. Ofan animal: To cast or shed (its coat) 
(obs.). b. To throw away, cast aside (as useless or 
burdensome). vare. 

a 1547 Surrey Descr. Spring, Songes & Sonn. (1585) 2b, 
The Bucke in brake his winter coate he flinges. 1847 TEN- 
nyson Princess 1. 48 You likewise will do well, Ladies, in 
entering here, to cast and fling The tricks, which make us 
toys of men. 

12. To throw down, throw on the ground; sfec. 
in wrestling. Of a horse: To throw (his rider) 
off his back. 

@1797 H. Watrotr (Webster) His horse started, flung 
him, and fell upon him. 1767 Cowrer Le/, 13 July, Poor 
Mr. Unwin, being flung from his horse as he was going to 
his Church. 1783 AryswortH Lat, Dict. (Morell) tv. s, v. 
Aleii Campi, Where Bellerophon wandered when flung by 
Pegasus. 1825 J. Neau Bro. Jonathan I. 257 If he ‘ flung’ 
Carter, he would have to fight him afterwards. 1863 
Tennyson Grandmother iii, Never a man could fling him; 
for Willy stood like a rock. 

b. jig. To give a fall to, cause to fall, overthrow. 
Also Sc., to jilt. 

1790 Morison Poems 152 (Girl speaks) Had I that maxim 
kept I'd ne’er been flung. 1808 Jamieson /Zig, to baffle, 
to deceive. 1828 WessterR Ping v. 6 To baffle ; to defeat ; 
as, to fling a party in litigation. 1889 Zaddet 7 Dec. 897 
An opportunity to fling the Ministry. 

13. s/ang. To get the better of, cheat, swindle, 
‘do’; to cheat owt of (money, etc.). 

1749 GoapBy Carew 146 One of the Gentlemen proffered 
to lay a Wager he could not fling Dr. Glanfield. 1760 C. 
Jounston Chrysal (1767) IV. 1. xii. 77 He finds. .that he 
cannot fling his worthy associate out of the whole spoil. 
Tbid., To try if there was any possibility for him to /zng 
his.. mistress, and get the whole fortune himself. 1806 Surr 
Winter in Lond. (ed. 3) 11. 63 If I had not been. . monstrous 
lucky..we should have been flung. 1830 Lyrron P. Clifford 
xxxi, Bob. .cries, ‘Flung the governor out of a guinea 1? 

14. Used in many phrases and idiomatic expres- 
sions merely as a variant (more emphatic or expres- 
sive of greater violence) of throw or cast (see esp. 
Cass v. XIII) ; such are ¢o fling aside, to disregard, 
reject ; 0 fling away, to discard, dismiss ; to throw 
away, squander, ruin; fo fling down, to throw on 
the ground, overthrow, demolish; to fling off, to 
abandon, disown; to baffle in the chase, throw off 
the scent ; ¢o_ fling up, to throw up (an earthwork) ; 
to give up, relinquish, abandon; also (da/.) to 
‘rake up’ and utter asa reproach, Zo fling (any- 
thing) in one’s teeth: see Cast v. 65. Zo fling 
open, to open suddenly or violently (also, #o fling 
wide) ; similarly, fo fling to, to shut suddenly or 
forcibly. 

1610 Suaxs. Temp. 1. i. 116 He trod the water Whose 
enmity he flung aside. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 4- 


Also, to kick 2 
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298 This resolve of Colet to fling aside the traditional 
dogmas of his day. 

1613 Snaxs. Hen. VIII, wi. ii. 441 Cromwel, I charge 
thee, fling away Ambition. 1849 Macauray Hist. Eng. 1. 
4 Of the western provinces. .she was the last that was con- 
quered, and the first that was flung away. 1865 DickENS 
Mut, l’r. 1. vi, Don't fling yourself away, my girl, 1873 
Biack Py, Thule xxii. 371 Don't fancy I am flinging away 
a fortune out of generosity. 

1587 MWirr. Mag., Sir N. Burdet \xiii, On cuery syde full 
fast wee flang the French men downe. 1695 WoopwArp 
Nat. Hist. Earth 1. (1723) 124 These are so far from raising 
Mountains, that they overturn and fling down some of 
those which were before standing. 

1619 Frercuer & Massincer /adse One tv. ii, You flung 
me off, before the court disgrac’d me. xyx1-4 ADDISON 
Spect. (J.) These men are too well acquainted with the chace 
to be flung off by any false steps or doubles. 1848 THackr- 
RAY Van, Fair xxv, He has flung us off; and leaves us to 
poverty. 

1649 Be. ReyNoLtps Serxm. Hosea iv. 88 To goe from his 
word, and fling up his bargaine. 1654 WuHITLock Zootomia 
94 Should there be any occasion of flinging up new works 
about the lines of communication, 166x Prerys Diary 15 
Sept., If she will not be ruled, I shall fling up my executor- 
ship. 1743 Fiecpinc Wedding-day u. vi, If you stay one 
moment longer, I'll fling up the affair. 1884 Puch 29 Noy. 
263/2 I’ve had enough of this game and will fling up 
politics. 

1858 Lytron What wll he do 1. xii, You wrote to fling 
my churlish favours in my teeth. 1892 Speaker 29 Oct. 
528/2 The elderly maxim about brevity being the soul of 
wit may be flung in my teeth. 

1595 SHAKS. Yon 11. i. 449 The mouth of passage shall we 
fling wide ope, And giue you entrance, 1711 ADDISON 
Sect. No, 110 P 5 The Knight. .ordered all the Apartments 
to be flung open. 1847 Tennyson Princess vi. 314 Fling 
our doors wide! 1862 Mrs, H. Woop Mrs. Hallib, 1. xxi, 
The young lady.. flung-to the door and departed, 1885 
Maset Couiins Prettiest Woman xii, When the dawn 
broke he flung open his window. 

b. similarly with adj. as compl. rare. 

1865 CarLYLE J’vedk, Gt. UX. xxi. 268 There are a great 

many hands flung idle in the present downbreak of finance. 


IIL. 15. Comd. (the verb-stem used attrib.), as 
fling-brand (a/¢rzb.), that kindles strife or makes 
mischief; fling-dust, -stink, a contemptuous name 
for a harlot. 

1616 T. Apams Sacrifi Thank. 23 It would a little Coole 
the preternaturall heate of the fling-brand fraternitie, as 
one wittily calleth them. r162r Fiercurr W7ld Goose 
Chase w.i, She is an English whore, a kind of fling-dust, 
One of your London light-o’-loves, _ 1679 ‘T. ‘TickLEroot 
Trial Wakeman 7 ‘That he was not President of the Bene- 
dictines, his Lordship affirmed from the Testimony of three 
Flingstinks, 

Flingee (flin;7*). sonce-wd. [f. FLING v, +-EE.] 
One at whom anything is flung. 

1879 Daily News 5 July 4/6 The person roughly called to 
account by the schoolmaster was not the flinger but the 
flingee. 

Flinger (flinor). [f. Fnine v. + -rr}.] One 
who flings, in various senses of the verb. 

a. in zutr. senses: A dancer; also, one who 


rushes ovt of. Of a horse: A kicker. 


1800-20 DunBar Poems xiii. ro Musicianis, menstralis. . 
callandaris, and flingaris. 1519 Horman V2@g. xix. 170 ‘Vhis 
is a great kykar or a flyngar: and therfore I wyll nat come 
on his backe, 1599 Sanpys Luvopx Spec. (1632) 219 Hare- 
tickes and Schismatickes, flingers out of the Church. 1822 
Scorr Pirate ix, ‘I suld hae minded you was a flinger and 
a fiddler yourself.’ 

b. ¢rans. One who throws or casts, //inger 
out: one who casts or drives out ; an expeller. 

1598 Frorio, Piombatore ..a violent flinger, a hurler, 
1600 J. Metvitt Diary (1842) 52 Hpiscoporum exactor, 
the flinger out of bishops. 1673 F. Kirkman Unduchy 
Citizen Pref. A iij, I ought not to look on the stone, but the 
hand of the flinger. 185: Mrs. BrowninG Casa Guidi 
Windows 1. 1015 Were it good For any pope on earth to be 
a flinger Of stones against these high-niched counterfeits ? 

Flinging (flijin), 027. 5d. [f. Fuine v. + na!) 

1. The action of the vb. FLING in various senses. 

1375 Barsour Bruce yur. 324 The hors..ruschit the folk 
in thair flynging. 1570-6 Lamparpe Peramd, Kent (1826) 
41s King Henry the fourth..kept the Saddle in all this 
leaping and flinging. 163x Wrever Anc. Mun. Mon. 443 
Himselfe .. by the flinging of his horse was cast out of his 
sadle. 31727 Baitey vol, II, Wéémging is the fiery, unruly 
Action of an unruly Horse, or a kicking with the Hind-legs. 

2. concr. The thing thrown, a missile. 

1618 Botton /Vorus (1636) 315 Plying them what with 
darts, and all sorts of flingings..scattred them all. 

3. Comd., as flinging-tree: (a) the striking part 
of the flail; (6) ‘a piece of timber hung by way of 
partition between two horses in a stable’ (Burns? 
Poems 1800, Gloss.). 

1785 Burns Vision 1. ii, The thresher’s weary flingin-tree 
The lee-lang day had tired me, 

Flinging (flyin), A//. a. [f. FuInc v. + -1NG?.] 
That flings: a. Of a horse: That kicks, unruly. 
+b. Of the Fiend: Raging, rampant, turbulent (cf. 
quot. ¢1435 in Func v. 1). +e. fiz. Of a fault: 


Fatal, damning. 

@. 21533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) 
F viij, A lusty horse fyerse and flingyng. 1585 Huicins 
SFunius’ Nomenclator 47/2 Equus calcitro, A flinging or 
kicking horse. 

b. «1529 SKELTON Howe the douty Duke of Albany 
Poems II. 317, I render the, fals rebelle, To the flingande 
fende of helle. 1560 InceLEND Disod. Child ¥ ijb, The 
flyinge and [? =flingand] fiende go with my wyfe. 

C. a1577 GascolGNe Dax Barth. x, Wks. (1587) 67 At 
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last (alas) she was vntrue, Whych flinging fault, because it 
is not new..I maruell not. 

Flingy (fini), @. sonce-wa. [f. Fuine sb. + -¥1.] 
Inclined to fling or move abruptly ; jerky. 

1838 Jraser's Mag. XVII. 689 ‘There was .. nothing 
springy nor flingy in her movements. 


Flink (flink). U.S. [Palteration of Fiicu.] 
intr, To behave in a cowardly manner. 

1893 E. B. Custer Tenting on Plains xix. 388 All the 
boys done bully, but Corporal Johnson—he flinked, 

Flint (flint), sd. Forms: 1-2 flint, 3-4 south. 
vlint, -ynt, (4 flent, 5 flynd), 4-6 flynt(e, 3- 
flint. [OKF. ft str. masc.=MDu, viins, related 
to OHG, fins (MUG. viins, mod.Ger. dial. //ins), 
Da. flint str. masc., Sw. flinta wk, fem. ; usually 
regarded as cogn. with Gr, Aiv@os tile.] 

1. A kind of hard stone, most commonly of a 
steely gray colour, found in roundish nodules of 
varying size, usually covered with a white incrus- 
tation. In early and poetic use often put for hard 


stone in general. 

Chemically, it is one of the purest native forms of silica, 
and by modern mineralogists is classed among the chalce- 
donic varieties of that mineral. 

axooo0 Crist 6 (Gr.) Pact pu. .zesomnize side weallas feeste 
zefoze, flint unbraecne. c1000 AiLrRic Mum, xx. 11 He... 
sloh .. pone flint, and pzer fleow sona of pam flinte wavter. 
e175 Lamb, Hom. 129 Purh pisse tacne Moyses werp ut 
pet welle weter of pan herda flinte. 1377 Lano.., ?. P7. 
B, xiv. 64 And oute of pe flynte spronge pe flode pat folke 
& bestes dronke. a 1400-50 Alexander 4447 pat modire 
ws cried Pat fourmed pe flode & be flynt ¥ he aire lyndis, 
1594 SPENSER Amorett? xviii, The firmest flint doth in con- 
tinuance weare, 1758 Jonnson /d/ex No, 96 ¥ x A pillar 
of flint in the rocks of Hanga. 1832 G, R. Porrer Porce- 
lain & Gl, 28 Piint is silica in a state nearly approaching 
topurity. 1855 Lonar, ///aw. 1v. 163 Arrow-heads of flint. 

b. As a type of anything hard or unyielding. 

¢ 1320 Sir Tristr. 1451 Pe deuel dragouns hide Was hard 
so ani flint. 1390 Spenser 7, Q, 1, ii. 26 Hart of flint would 
rew The undeserved woes and sorrowes, which ye shew, 
1606 SHaxs, Ant. & CZ. 1v. ix. 16 Throw my heart Against 
the flint and hardnesse of my fault, 18x4 Scorr Wav, 
xlvi, Callum, flint to other considerations, was penetrable to 
superstition. 1853 C. Bronrr Villette xix, He struck on 
the flint of what firmness I owned, 

2. This stone, or a fragment of it, with reference 
to its property of giving off sparks when struck 
with iron or steel. “Vint and steel; an apparatus 
consisting of a piece of each of these substances 
used for procuring fire by the ignition of tinder, 


touchwood, etc. 

a700 Epinal Gloss. 805 Petrafocaria, flint. ¢ x0g0 Gloss, 
in Wr.-Wiilcker 469 Petra focaria, fyrstan, flint. c 1330 
Amis & Amil. 1321 Sir Amiloun, as fer of flint, With 
wrethe anon to him he wint. c145§0 Golagros § Gaw. 758 
As fyre that fleis fra the flynt. 1589 R. Harvey P, Pere. 
(1590) 20 When the steele and the flint be knockde togither, 
a man may light his match by the sparkle. 1606 Suaxs, 
Tr. & Cr. 1. iil. 257. 1665 Hooxe Aicrog. 46 Sparks struck 
from a Flint and a Steel. 1794 Mrs. Rapcrirre AZyst. 
Vadolpho xxxi, Ugo found a flint, and the torch was lighted. 
1814 Scorr Ld. of /sles 11, xxvi, As from the flint the fire, 
Flash’d forth at once his generous ire. 1833 L. Riven 
Wand. by Loire 8x The flint and steel, which a French 
peasant Carries for the service of his pipe. 

Jig. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 35 His offers 
were as flints, out of which they drew fire. ary Horneck 
Gt. Law Consid. vii, (t704) 422 My heart is all flint, but 
when..struck sufficiently, it will then send forth holy fire. 

b.. A fragment of this stone used to kindle the 


powder in a FLINT-LOOK. 

1660 BovLe New Exp. Phys. Mech. xiv. 100 We ., caus'd 
a piece of Steel to be made of the form and bigness of the 
Flint, in whose place we put it. 1679 Levinz in 7'/al of 
White, & other Fesuits 10 Vhe Flint of the Pistol failed. 
1752 J. B. Maccout in Scots Mag. Aug. (1753) 401/2 ‘The.. 
gun had an old wore flint in it, 1808 WeLLincron in Gurw. 
Desp. VV. 49 Each soldier will have with him three good 
flints. 18xx Byron /7ints from Hor. 555 Dogs blink their 
covey, flints withhold the spark. 1833 Megwd. Jnstr. 
Cavalry 1. 30 In fixing the flint of Carbines .. the flat side 
of it must be placed upwards or downwards, : 

3. A nodule or pebble of flint. In early and poetic 
use often applied to any hard piece of stone. 

¢ 1300 Havelok 2667 So that with alper-lest dint Were al 
to-shiuered a flint. 1523 Lp, Berners /yozss, 1. xvii. 18 
A ryuer ful of flynt and great stones. cx161x CHArMAN 
Iliad v1, 541 The flints he trod upon Sparkled with lustre 
of his arms. 1634 Sir T. Herserr 7rav. 3 They shaved 
their heads with flints and other stones. 1662 J. Davins 
tr. Mandelslo's Trav, 276 They use in their buildings, the 
flints, which they find by the Seaside. 1740 Dyer Ruins 
Rome 28x Those ancient roads, o'er whose broad flints 
Such crowds have roll’d. 1816 W. Smiru Strata /dent. 7 
Knotty and irregular Flints, 1876 Pace ddv. Text-dh. . 
Geol. xviii. 340 Flints and other-nodular concretions, 

4. Phrases. As tye as flint, used to express firm- 
ness in allegiance. 70 get or wring water from a 

flint, used to express extreme difficulty in doing 
something. Zo skin a flint: a hyperbolical eX- 
emplification of avarice. (Zo set one's Jace) like 


a flint: firmly, steadfastly. 

338a Wycuir Zzek. iii. 9 Y 3aue thi face as an adamaunt, 
and as aflynt. @x1592 GREENE George aGreene Dram, Wks. 
11. 189 Faith, I see, it is as hard to get water out of a flint, 
as to get him to have a bout with me, 1597 1s/ PZ. Return 
Jr. Parnass. 1. i, 141 Hoping to wringe some water from 
a flinte. 1655 Fuuter Ch. Hist. 1. vi. § 37 They would, in 
a manner, make pottage of a flint. 1847 ‘Marryar Childr. 
N. Forest xi, As true as flint was Jacob Armitage. 1859 





FLINT. 


Kincsey M7sc. (1860) I. 321 Set his face like a flint. 1884 
Besant Childr. Gibeon 1, xxxi, Just as the toper squeezes 
the empty bottle and the miser skins the flint 

II. Transferred senses. 

5. A flint-like substance. a. (see quot. 1892). 
b. (see quot. 1847.) ©. short for lznt-hide (see 
Io), 

a. 1709 Brair in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 102 They [horns] 

- have a Protuberance arising from it [the Scull], and 
filling up their Capacity, if cavous, commonly call’d the 
Flint. 1892 Northumbld, Gloss., Flint, the core of an 
animal’s horn .. The term is likewise applied to the hard 
excrescence formed on a cow’s head where a horn has 
been knocked off. 

b. 1847 Hatuiwett, F/ints, refuse barley in making 
malt. 

ce. 1885C.T. Davis Leather 1.i.54 Dry flint isa thoroughly 
dry hide that has not been salted. 

6. An avaricious person, a miser, skin-flint. rave. 

1840 Dickens Old C. Shop vii, The money which the old 
flint—rot him—first taught me to expect that I should share 
with her at his death, 

7. slang. (See quots.) 

1764 Chron, in Ann. Reg. 66/2 Journeymen taylors..who, 
refusing to comply with the masters terms, and the regu- 
lations of the magistrate, call themselves Flints, in con- 
tradistinction to those who submit, and are in derision 
stiled by the first Dungs. 1778 Foote Vaz/ors u. v, Shall 
the Flints, like them [Dungs], e’er sink to slaves? 1820 
Scotr /vanhoe xliii, To see whether the heroes of the day 
are, in the heroic language of insurgent tailors, flints or 
dunghills. 1859 Slang Dict. s. v., Flint, an operative who 
works for a ‘society’ master—full wages. 

III. attr7b, and Comb. 

8. simple attrib, (or aaj.) : OF flint. 

c1175 Lamb, Hom. 8t Me sculde in be ehtube dei bet 
knaue child embsnipen mid ane ulint sexe, 1582 HuLoer, 
Flynt, or of flynte, s¢2icevs. 1711 HEARNE Codlect. (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) III. 163 A Flint Weapon and divers other Anti- 
quities, 1851 D. Witson Prehk. Ann, (1863) II. ut. iii, 87 
Flint arrows and other primitive weapons. 1884 Dawson 
in Leisure H. Aug. 490/2 Flint knives were used for sacri- 
ficial and surgical purposes. 

b. ellipt. for Fiivt-ciass, 

1755 Oppenheim's Patent Specif, No. 707 The compounds 
of the flint contain two parts of lead, one part sand, and one 
part of saltpetre or borax, 1816 J. SmitH Panorama Sc. & 
Art Il. et1 French glass. .is found to produce the greatest 
quantity of electricity next to English flint. 

9. General comb.: a. simple attrib., as /int- 
Sragment, -nodule, -rock, -tile. '. objective, as 
Jlint-digger,*-worker; flint-using adj. c. instru- 
mental, as /lint-headed, -wrapped adjs. d. para- 
synthetic and similative, as t/lznt-edged, + -grey, 
-hard, + -hardy adjs. 

1809 Sporting Mag. XXXIII. 263 A *flint-digger on the 
new Brighton road. 1665 Drypen Jud. Emperor mi, iii, 
Lay your *flint-edged weapon by. axo0o Riddles iv. 19 
(Gr.) *Flintgraegne flod. 1594 J. Dickenson A risbas (1878) 
77 Heart more *flint-hard then beating waues haue wrought 
On sea-washt rockes, 1606 N. Baxter Man Created in 
Farr S. P. Fas. J (1848) 238 The braine..Both maters, and 
the *flint-hardie scull. 1884 Dawson in Le/suve H. Aug. 
490/2 They used *flint-headed arrows for shooting birds. 
1879 Sir G. G. Scotr Lect. Archit. 1. 220 The Romans.. 
were successful in employing .. the *flint nodules of Kent. 
1871 Patcrave Lyr%. Poems 77 As honey from the *flint-rock 
shed. 1428 in Heath Grocers’ Comp. (1869)6 Chalke, *flint- 
tyles and estriche boarde. 1894 Academy 18 Aug. 120/3 
The old *flint-using folk, 1876 D. Witson Preh. ATav iii. 
(ed. 3) 79 The whole region .. is rich in remains of the old 
*flint-workers. 1646 G., DanteL Poems Wks. 1878 I. 12, 
I stood A verie Statua., Not *Flint-wrapt Niobe, more 
stone did rise. 

10. Special comb.: flint-coal (see quot.); flint- 
core (see quot. and Corr sd.! 5); flint-find, a dis- 
covery of flint implements; flint-flake, a ‘ flake’ 
or chip of flint used in prehistoric times as a cutting 
instrument ; flint-folk, people who, in prehistoric 
times, used flint implements ; flint-gravel, gravel 
containing flints; flint-gun, a gun with a flint- 
lock; flint-head, an arrow-head made of flint; 
+ flint-heart a. = next; flint-hearted a., hard- 
hearted; flint-hide (see quot.); flint-knacker= 
next; flint-knapper, one who fashions flints to 
any desired shape; so flint-knapping, fashioning 
flints (for gun-locks, etc.); flint-man, one of the 
‘flint-folk’; flint-mill, (a) Pottery, a mill in which 
calcined flints are ground to powder for mixing 
with clay to form slip for porcelain; (6) AZining, 
‘a mode formerly adopted for lighting mines, in 
which flints studded on the surface of a wheel were 
made to strike against a steel and give a quick 
succession of sparks to light the miner at his work’ 
(Knight) ; + flint-moving a@., that would move a 
heart of flint; flint-paring =/l7nt-skinning ; flint- 
pit, a pit from which flint has been taken; flint- 
rope, the stem of the sponge ya/onema Stebolidit 
(Cass.); flint-skinning, fig. the action of ¢ skin- 
ning a flint’, parsimonious saving ; flint-soot (see 
quot,); flint-sponge, the sponge /Yyalonema 
mirabilis (Cent, Dict.) ; flint-wall, ‘a wall made 
of broken flints set in mortar, and with quoins of 
masonry’ (Knight); flint-ware, U.S. name for 
STONE-WARE, q.v.; flint-wheat (see quot.) ; flint- 
wood, a name in New South Wales for Kucalypius 
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| pilularis; + flint-wort, a name for aconite, sug- 
| gested by Pliny’s statement that it grows on bare 


rocks (nzzdts cautibus). 

1841 HartsHorne Salopia Antigua 427 *Flint Coal a coal 
measure so called, partly from its hardness, and partly from 
reposing upon a siliceous rock. 1865 Athenxum 7 Jan. 23/2 
Small arrow-heads and *flint-cores, from which such articles 
had been flaked, were found. 1865 Luspock Preh. Times 
iv. (1890) 111 ‘*Flint-finds’.. resembling in many respects 
these Danish ‘coast-finds’, are not .. unknown in_ this 
country, 185r D. Witson Preh. Ann. (1863) I. 175 Rude 
and unshapely fragments of flint, known by the name of 
*Flint-Flakes, 1879 Luspock Sci. Lect. v. 155 The simplest 
flint-flake forms a capital knife. 1874 CARPENTER JJen?. 
Phys.1.ii. § 88 Races of men, which (like the old ‘*flint-folk ’) 
had made but a very slight advance in the arts of life, 1865 
Lupsock Preh. Times xii. (1869) 408 All the “flint gravels 
in the South East of England have been produced by the 
destruction of chalk. 1849 E. E. Napier E-xvcurs. S. Africa 
II. 16x This inconvenience—with a *flint gun—is generally 
to be remedied without firing off the piece. 1796 Morse 
Amer. Geog, 11, 151 The *flint-heads of arrows made use of 
by the Caledonians. 1827 G. Hiccins Celtic Druids 226 
The Celts and flint-heads prove nothing. 196 Ldw. J//, 
u. i. 14 Make a *flint-heart Scythian pitiful. 1560 Brecon 
Flower Godly Prayers Pref. Wks, 11. 166 b, No man, excepte 
he be *flint hearted, can rede the history .. without most 
large teares, 1632 Massincer & Fietp Fatal Dowry ww. 
iv, You prove ungrateful, Flint-hearted Charalois, 1885 A. 
Wart Leather Manuf, iii. 30 Dried Hides. .are sometimes 
called ‘*flint’ hides, from their excessive hardness. 1879 
Encycl. Brit. 1X. 325/2 In 1876 there were 21 “flint knappers 
in Brandon, 1887 ///usty, Lond. News 15 Oct. 468 The .. 
almost extinct trade of *flint-knapping. 1872 Bacenot Phy- 
sics §& Pol, (1876) 100 We are dealing with people capable 
of history.. not with pre-historic *flint-men. 1757 BrinDLEY 
in Smiles Engineers (1874) I. 146 A new *flint mill [in the 
Potteries]. @1852 Moore Sy/ph’s Ball viii. 29 Musical flint- 
mills—swiftly played By elfin hands—that .. Gave out, at 
once, both light and sound. 1600 S. NicHotson A colastus 
(1876) 36 And as I story my *flint-mouing wrong, Weepe 
thou. 1860 Morey Wether, I. vi. 323 During this tedious 
*flint-paring, Antwerp. .was falling into the hands of Philip. 
1891 D, WiLson Right Hand 62 A number of *flint-pits .. 
near Brandon. 1873 Miss Brappon Str. & Prlg7. 1. viii. 92 
Her small economies, her domestic cheese-paring and *flint- 
skinning. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 11. (1578) 137 
‘Take *Flint soote, that is hard dryed vpon a Post or roofe, 
and beate it into powder. 1741 CHamBeErs Cycd. s.v. Wall, 
*Flint, or Boulder-Walls, are frequently used in divers parts 
for fence-walls. 1782 J. Scorr £f. 1 Garden 16 Where .. 
rough flint-walls are deck’d with shells and ores. 1859 Ad/ 
Vear Round No. 32. 126 Turkish *flint-wheat is one of 
those recommended as ‘a hardy, full variety, with. .a long, 
flinty, light-coloured berry’. 1565 GotpInG Ovid's Met, vu. 
(1587) 94a, A goblet ready filld With juice of *flint-woort 
venomous. 

Flint (flint), v. [f. prec. sb.] zrans. a. To fit 
(a gun) with a flint ; to furnish or provide (a person) 
with a flint or flints. b. To pave (ground) with 
flints ; in quot. fg. 

1803 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. II. 292 These parties 
will parade .. and then be completed to thirty-six rounds 
and well flinted. 1816 Cor. Hawker Diary (1893) I. 146 
The same gun ..which was neither cleaned afresh nor even 
new flinted. 1834 Lanpor Exam, Shaks, Wks. 1846 I. 
276/t The groundwork and religious duty not being well 
rammer-beaten and flinted. 1848 J. Grant Adv. Azde-de-C, 
xxv, Most carefully flinted and loaded, 

+ Flinted (flintéd), f7.a. Ods. [f. Fuint sd. 
+-ED2; cf. MDa. /lzzted in sense 2.] 

1. Of or consisting of flint. 

1568 T. Howey Ad. Amitie (1879) 32 Then flinted stones 
and barked tree..Shall waile my wofull hap by thee. 

2. Hard, cruel, unfeeling. 

1583 SraNyHuRST Aenezs 11. (Arb.) 79 We the byrth place 
detest of flinted Vlisses. 1587 M. Caeve Pelops & Hipp. 
(1878) 35 Would it not moue a frozen heart yea flinted for to 
bowe. 

+ Flintered, f/.a. Obs. rare—'. [? for flint- 
eared; or f. FLINT +-ER° + -ED1.] (See quot.) 

1523 Firzners. //usd. § 34 Peeke wheate hath a red eare 

. and oft tymes it is flyntered, that is to saye, small corne 
wrynkeled and dryed. 

Flintful, 2. nonce-wd. [f. Fuinv 5d, + -FvL.] 


= FLINTY @, 
1576 R. L{tncue] Died/a (1877) 65 Thinking .. shee by his 
absence might at length intenerate her flintfull hart, 
Flint-glass. 1. A pure lustrous glass, now 
made from a composition of lead oxide, sand, and 
alkali; originally made with ground flint or pebble 


as the siliceous ingredient. 

1683 WortipcE in Houghton Ze?¢. II. 42 A Pipe made of 
Chrystal, or Flint-Glass. 1799 G. Smitu Laboratory I, 171 
Flint Glass is of the same general kind with that which in 
other places is called crystal glass, 1832 G. R, Porter 
Porcelain & Gl. 138 The manufacture of flint glass was first 
begun in England inthe year 1557. 1867 J. Hoce MWrerosc. 
11. 1, 19 A lens of crown-glass will have a longer focus than 
a similar one of flint-glass. 


+2. (with a and g/.) A vessel or other article 


made of this glass. Ods. 

1675 Sloane MSS. 857. 18 Sept., Permission to Ravens- 
croft to export flint glasses..to Ireland. 1708 Brit. Afollo 
No. 57. 2/t Two Gentlemen sitting in a ‘Tavern. .heard .. 
a flint Glass Crack, 1766 Entick London IV. 280 A glass- 
house for making flint-glasses. 

3. attrib. 

1683 Wor.ipGE in Houghton Ze/¢. I. 166 A Syphon. .made 
of a Crystal or Flint-glass Pipe. 1784 Warr in PAzd. Trans. 
LXXIV. 343 A flint-glass retort, 1831 Brewster Of¢ics ix, 
82 The focal length .. of the concave flint-glass lens. 1871 
tr. Schellen's Spectr, Anal. xix. 67 The flint-glass prism is 
replaced by one of bisulphide of carbon. 








FLINTY. . 


Flintify (flintifoi), v. [f. Furr sd, + -()ry.] 
To tum to flint. Hence Flintified f#/. a., Flinti- 
fying vl, sb. or ppl. a. 

1799 Kirwan Geol, Ep. 447 There is no partial impreg- 
nation nor any gradation of the flintyfying operation. 1880 
BLACKMORE Mary Anerley IIL. iv. 62 Rugged and flintified 
knobs and edges [of oysters]. 

Flintless (flintlés), a. 
Without a flint or flints. 

1810 Sorting Mag. XXXVI. 273 One of Forsyth’s gun- 
locks, which, flintless, goes off by percussion. 1865 Reader 
22 Apr. 461/1 A bed of comparatively flintless chalk overlies 
one with many flints. ; 

Flint-lock. [See Lock.] a. A gun-lock in 
which a flint, screwed to the cock, is struck against 
the hammer and produces sparks which ignite the 
priming in the flash-pan. Also af/r7b., as flznt- 
lock gun, musket. b. A gun fitted with this lock. 

1683 Sir Jas. Turner Pallas Armata 176 It were there- 
fore good, that for the half of the Muskets (if not for them 
all) flint-locks were made. 1833 J. HoLtanp Manuf. Metal 
II. 89 The soldiers of that duchy [Brunswick] first obtained, 
in 1687, flint-locks, instead of matchlocks. 1887 Whitaker's 
Almanack 541 The old flint-lock musket became famous in 
the Peninsular War under the name of ‘ Brown Bess’. 

Hence Flint-locked a., fitted with a flint-lock. 

1885, Century Mag. XX1X. 684 The long flint-locked rifle. 


Flintstone. [f. Fumnt 5d. +STone.] 

Ll. =FUint 5d, 1. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 20897 (Fairf.) Soroufully pen fel he doun 
In liknes of flint-stane. 1375 Cantic. de Creatione 983 in 
Anglia I, Out of be flynt ston Moyses dede ywis water out 
rennen., 1535 CoverDALE P’, exiii[i]. 8 The God of Iacob 
.. turned .. the flynt stone in to a sprynginge well. 1855 
Loner. Héaw, xx. 64 And the earth became as flint-stone, 

2. =FLINT sd. 2, 3. 

c¢1400 Maunpey. (1839) v. 50 Men kutten the Braunches 
with a scharp Flyntston. ¢1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 
768/19 Silex, aflyntstone. 1535 CoverbaLe /sa. 1.7, I haue 
hardened my face like a flynt stone. 1585 T, WASHINGTON 
tr. Nicholay’s Voy. 1. xxix. 151 Prometheus. .was. .the firste 
that stroke fire out of the flint stone. 1638 SANDERSON 
Sevm, II. 111 You may as soon squeeze water out of a 
flintstone. 1871 R. Extis tr. Catud/us xxiii. 4 Each for 
penury fit to tooth a flint-stone. 

Flinty (flinti), a. [f. Fuinr sd.+-y1.] 

1. Of or consisting of flint; derived from flint. 

sot SHAks. 1 Hen. VJ, 1. i, 27 Let vs resolue to scale 
their flinty bulwarkes. 1714 Gay 777v7a 1, 12 Earth from 
her Womb a flinty Tribute pays. 1799 Kirwan Geod. Ess. 
447 Pieces of fossil wood have been found penetrated with 
flinty matters, 1810 Scott Lady of L.1, xi, Each purple 
peak, each flinty spire, Was bathed in floods of living fire. 
1891 T. Harpy 7Zvss viii, Sometimes .. flinty sparks from 
the horse’s hoofs outshone the daylight. 

b. Full of flint-stones. 

1626 Bacon Syiza § 599 The gathering up of Flints in 
Flinty Ground .. is no good Husbandry, 1802 PLayrair 
Lilustr, Hutton. Th. 108 Such a body of flinty gravel as is 
found about Kensington. 

2. Resembling flint; a. in texture or in colour. 

1641 Best Farm. Bhs, (Surtees) 99 Flinty wheate; that 
is, if yow bite a corne asunder with your teeth, yow shall 
see that the meale of it is of a darkish, bley, and flinty 
colour. 1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. I. lv. 57 Black 
stones of a flinty texture. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxx, 
(1856) 258 We had to quarry out the blocks [of ice] in flinty, 
glassy lumps. 1859 [See //zt-wheat, Fiint sb, 10}. 

b. Having the characteristic qualities of flint ; 


hard, impenetrable, rugged. 

1842 R. Copcann Galyen’s Terap. A. iij, The cause. .that 
before made the vlceres harde and flynty. 1602 Marston 
Ant. & Mel. 1. Wks, 1856 I, 17 The flintie rocks groand at 
his plaints. 1697 DrypENn Virg. Georg. U1. 357 Rough upon 
the flinty Rock he lyes. 1847 Emerson Poems, Monadnoc 
Wks. (Bohn) I. 435 he country’s flinty face, Like wax, their 
fashioning skill betrays. 1871 Baker Nile Tribut. xii. 202 
The mare. .scattering the rounded pebbles. . from her flinty 
hoofs. 1884 Vork Herald 19 Aug. 7/2 All the new grain 
comes to hand in a flinty condition, 

3. fig. Of a person or his heart: Obdurate, un- 


feeling, hard-hearted. (Cf. stony.) 

1536 Latimer Let. to Cromwell in Serm. & Rent. (1845) 372 
If his heart be so stony, so flinty. x60r Suaxs. Ad/’s Well 
1v. iv. 7 Gratitude Through flintie Tartars bosome would 
peepe forth, 1795 Burke 7%. Scarcity Wks. 1842 II. 250 
‘The flinty heart and griping hand of base self-interest. 1829 
Carty_e J7isc, (1857) I. 272 We ourselves have known the 
flintiest men, who professed to have wept over them, 1878 
Miss Brappon Ofen Verd. I, ii. 29 ‘Fathers have flinty 
hearts’, retorted Kenrick lightly. 

quasi-adv. 1580 Lupron Sivgila 72 Their stonny hartes 
are so flintie harde. 

b. Of immaterial things: Hard; harsh. 

1613 Uncasing of Machivils Instr. 14 This is the flinty 
course of this our age. 1643 Mitton Drvorce ut. xvi. (1851) 
103 The gracious .. not ruthlesse and flinty ordinance of 
mariage, 1888 Stax 28 Nov. 2/5 Mr. George struck out 
sharp, strong, flinty sentences. 

4. attrib.and Comb, as flinty-looking adj.; flinty- 
hearted a., (a) of a person; Hard-hearted; (¢) 


Having a hard or flint-like core. 

1626 Massincer Nom. Actor ui. ii, If he were not A flinty- 
hearted slave, he could not use One of his form so harshly. 
1848, Lp, CAMPBELL Chancellors (1857) V.cxi. 192 The flinty- 
hearted father asked what settlement was to be made upon 
his daughter. 1860 Ad? Year Round No. 48. 515 Three 
flinty-hearted potatoes, 1 Pall Mall G. 29 Aug. 7/2 A 
dark flinty-looking grain rebounds from your face, 

Hence Flintily adv., in a flinty manner ; Flinti- 
ness, the quality of being flinty. 

1607 Hieron JWks. I. 362 When there is an vniuersall 


[f. FLINT sd, + -LESS.] 


FLIP. 


flintinesse in mens hearts. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xi, 
Some people would have been all flintiness and granite. 
1871 Proctor Light Sc. 290 The peculiar grittiness and 
flintiness of its structure. 1879 7insley’s Mag. XXIV. 35 
Her aunt was a flintily just woman, 

Flip (flip), sd.1 [?f Fur v., with the sense of 

‘whipping up’ into froth. Cf. mod.Norman patois 
Sip, philippe, cider mixed with brandy and spices 
(Moisy Dict, du Patots Normand), which is prob- 
ably of English origin. See Skeat in P72. Soc. 
Trans. 1889.] 

+1. The slimy scum rising to the surface of salt- 
pans. Ods, 

1682 J. Cottins Making of Salt in Eng. 31 The shallow 
Pans..are left open..to carry away the Flip, or Slime in 
Currents. 

2. A mixture of beer and spirit sweetened with 
sugar and heated with a hot iron. (Cf. ege-flzp.) 

1695 ConGREVE Love for L. 11. iv, Thus we live at sea; 
eat biscuit, and drink flip. 1709 Brit. Afollo II. No. 22. 
3/t The Gypsie With Flip and Geneve got most Damnably 
Typsie. 1755 Mem. Capt. P. Drake I. xiii. 99 The Sailors 
were plentifully supplied with their favourite Liquor Flip. 
1820 L, Hunt /zdicator No. 23 (1822) I. 180 With oceans 
of flip and grog. 1872 C. D. Warner Backlog Stud. 16 
In those good old days it was thought best to heat the 
poker red hot before plunging it into the mugs of flip. 

3. Comb.: flip-dog (see quot. 1836). 

1836 Smart, /7if-dog, an iron heated to warm flip, 1851 
S. Jupp Margaret u. xi, 164 Warm your nose with Porter’s 
flip-dog. 

Flip (flip), 54.2. Also 7 phlip. [f. Fire v.] 

1. A smart stroke or blow, a fillip. Also fg. 

1692 Locke Yoleration ut. iv, 105 A Phlip on the Fore- 
head..may be Penalty enough. 1818 Sforting Mag. 111. 
29 Newton bya smart left-handed flip, drew the claret in 
profusion from his mouth. 1884 Besant Dorothy Forster 
II, xiv. 64 The rubs and flips which we poor women 
have to endure from harsh masters. 

2. A sudden jerk or movement ; a flash or flicker 
of light, 

182x Haccart L7/e (ed. 2) 23 Turning towards the prad 
{i. e. horse] Barney made a very unceremonious flip at the 
bit. 1867 F. Francis Aveling vi (1880) 225 This sometimes 
will require seven or eight ‘ flips’..to effect. 1873 G. C. 
Davies Mount. § Mere xiii. 98 A derisive flip of their 
white tails, 188x BLackmorEe Christowell xli, Flips of 
reflected lightning here, there, and everywhere, shone upon 
the roadway. 


Jig. 1888 G. Moore in Fortu. Rev. Feb. 249 Madame 


Bovary, with the little pessimistic flip at the end of every 
paragraph, is the most personal of books, 
3. = FILIP 56, 3. 
1881 Biackmore Christowed/ xlvii, I must have a flip to 
my system. 
Flip (flip), ¢.1 dal. and U.S. [f. Furr v. (sense 
a. s.w. dial. In various senses; (see quots.). 


5). 
b. U.S. Voluble. 

1847 HALuiweELt, /7f..(3) Nimble; flippant. Devon. 1863 
W. Barnes Dorset Dial. 55 Flip, very kindly or friendly 
in talking. 1888 Etworrny W. Somerset Wordbhk., 
flip, pliant, flexible, same as Limdber. 1893 Colunibus 
(Ohio) Disf. 13 Apr., She was disposed to be flip with her 


tongue. 
[?f. the vb.; cf. Fuioky, Fue, 


+ Flip, 2.2 
Friecy, Fuisk, FLetcu. ] 

1723 Lond. Gaz. No. 6181/4 Stolen..a..Gelding..with., 
what is called a Flip Tail, 

Flip (flip), v. [Prob. onomatopeeic ; cf. FILLIP z, 
Not in Johnson, Todd, or Webster 1864.] 

1. ¢vans. To put into motion with a flip or fillip, 
to ‘shoot’; to toss (a coin) with a flip. Also 
absol. Zo fizp up (? U.S.): to toss up. 


1616 W. Browne Brit. Past. u. iii, 200 As when your 
little ones Doe twixt their fingers flip their Cherry-stones, 
1665 GLANVILL Scefs7s Sct. xix. 122 When it’s under ques- 
tion, ’twere as good flip cross and pile, as to dispute for’t. 
1839 THAcKERAY Major Gahagan i, She..would flip the 
rice into her mouth with her fingers. 1862 THoRNBURY 
Yurner U1. 123 Making a pellet of it, and flipping it into 
hiseye. 1867 F. Francis Angling iii. (1880) 81 Flip a few 
bits of ground-bait in. 1879 WV. ¥, Tribune 4 Oct., (Cent.) 
The two great men could flip up to see which should have 
the second.place, 1885 ‘Hucu Conway’ family Affair I, 
xii, 229 Flipping the ash from his cigarette. 

2. =FILLIP v. 2, 

1594 Lyty Moth. Bomb, v. iti, Like ivie he her fast does 
hold..And flips her too, 1676 D’Urrey Mad. Fickle v. ii, 
Sirra, you shall be hufft and cufft, and flip’d and kick’d, 
Sirra, if you talk of private Rooms, a1693 Woop Life 
(1848) 188 Then the scholars made some resistance by 
flipping them on the cheek, ; 

3. intr. To make a flip or fillip with the fingers. 
Also quasi-¢vans. To give a flip with (the finger). 

1852 Dickens Bleak Ho. xxv, He revenges himself by 
flipping at their ears. 1859 Lance Wand. India 34 ‘My 
heart is as hard as this rock,’ she said, flipping her finger 
against the granite. 

4. trans. To move or throw about with a flip 


or sudden jerk, 

171z STEELE Sfect. No. 376 P 2 To twirl, flip or flirt a 
Fan, 1867 F, Francis Angling vi. (1880) 225 You must 
.-flip your fly to and fro to shake the water out and so dry 
it for another cast. 1884 Lecds Mercury Wkly. Supp. 15 
Nov. 1/6 The carriole-driver..is seated so low that the tail 
is constantly flipped over the reins. A 

5. intr. To move with a flip or jerk; to step 


lightly and nimbly. 

1863 Kincstry Water Bab, 105 He..began flirting and 
flipping up and down and singing. 188r BLackmore 
Christowell iv, Still there were lapses in the vigilance of 


Vou, IV. 
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the brook, where a lady, with her skirts up, might flip 
through. 1886 Science VII. 263 When the water had 
disappeared, eight mackerel were found flipping about 
the deck. 

6. trans. To strike smartly and lightly (with a 
whip, or the like) ; to flick. 

1861 Pycrorrt Agony Point I. iv. 45 Minnie laughed and 
flipped her old friend with her glove. 1863 W.Barnrs Dorset 
Dial. 55 Flick or Flip, to snap lightly with a whip. 1866 
R. M. Batiantyne Shifting Winds viii. (1881) 76 Taking 
up his whip..and flipping the toe of his boot with it. 

b. intr. To make a sharp stroke af. 

1893 S. Grann Heavenly Twins (1894) 332 Viciously flip- 
ping at the flowers, as he passed, with the stick he carried. 

7. slang. To shoot with a pistol, ete. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Flig, to shoot. 1834 H. 
Ainswortn Rookwood ty. iii, ‘ Flip him, Dick—fire or I’m 
taken,’ cried King. 

Filipe (flip), sd. 2orth. Also 6 flepe, 6-9 flype. 
[cf. Du. /2cb, flep, a forehead-cloth worn by women, 
Da. flzp lap, protruding piece (of a shirt, etc.), lip 
of a wound, mod.Icel. fz a horse’s lip; cf. also 
next vb., from which the senses in 2 are derived. ] 

1. A fold or flap ; the flap or brim of a hat. 


1530 Patscr, 552/2, I tourne up the flepe of a cap. 
Wills §& Inv. N. Counties (Surtees) I. 361, Vj cappes wth 
flypes in y® neke iiij s. @1689 W. CLeLanp Poemts (1697) 12 
With good blew Bonnets on their Heads; Which on the 
one side had a flipe, Adorn’d with a Tobacco pipe. 1796 
W. Marsuatt Vor’sh, (ed. 2) Il, 319 Filipe (of a hat); the 
brim, 1828 Brwick Jez. (1862) 38 In what king’s reign 
his hat had been made was only to be guessed at, but the 
flipes of it were very large. 1868 ATKINSON Cleveland Gloss., 
flipe, the brim of a hat. 

2. dial. (See quots.) 

1847 HALiiweLt, (Zip, a flake of snow. 1892 Northumbld. 
Gloss., Flipe, Flype,a thin piece, a piece of skin torn off. 
To take off in flypes, is to take off in thin pieces. 

Hence Flip(p)ed £/. a., having a flap. 

1886 Pall Mall G. 4 June 11/1 A Jew, ina flipped hat of 
mottled straw. 

Flipe (flaip), v. Chiefly Sc. Also flype, flip. 
[?f. prec. sb. (which however is not recorded so 
early) ; cf. MDa. fizpfe to skin.] 

1. trans. To strip off (the skin, etc.); to peel, 
flay. Also, + to flepe off. Obs. exc. dial. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 954 He..fllypit of the fflese. 1724 
Ramsay Gent, Sheph. tv. i, And ten sharp nails..Can flype 
the skin o’ ye’r cheeks out o’er your chin, 1813 W. Lesuie 
Agric. Surv. Nairn Gloss., To lyf, to ruffle back the 
skin, 1827 Tennant Pafpistry Storm’d 210 Great faulds o’ 
capper aff were flypit. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss. s.v.,‘ Aa 
typed him’ figuratively used, means ‘1 robbed or stripped 

im’, 

+2. To turn up or down, to fold back; also, to 

turn inside out. Also with uJ. Obs. 
_ 1530 Patscr. 552/2 I flype up my sleves, as one dothe that 
intendeth to do some thynge, ¢ 1538 LynpEsAy S7A/ic. 
07 Thair faldingis flappis about thair feit, Thair laithlie 
yning furthward flypit. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 
451, I used often to flype up the lids of my eyes. 1788 
It. Picken Poems Gloss., lyfe, to turn outside in, 1847 
HALuiweE Lt, “7p uf, to turn up one’s sleeves, 

3. Comb., flipe-wool dial. (Hawick): = skzz-wool. 

Hence Fliped /#/, a., ofa fleece : Torn off bodily. 

1888 Daily News 10 Sept. 2/6 Wool..fliped fleeces, 83d, 

+ Fliperous, a. Obs. rare. 

161x Corer. s. v. Coguette, A pratling or proud gossip; 
a fisking, or fliperous minx. 

Flip-flap (flipflep), adv., sb. and a. [onomato- 
peeic reduplication of FLAP, expressive of repeated 
oscillating movement. ] 

A. adv, With a repeated flapping movement. 

1583 Stuppes Avat, Abus, 1. (1879) 51 Then they goe 
flip-flap in the winde. 1773 in Asn. 1894 CrockrTr 
Raiders 35-Flounders fried in oatmeal..with their tails 
jerking Flip, flap, in the frizzle of the pan, 

nso: 

+1, Something that ‘goes flip-flap’ (see A.), e.g. 
a hanging piece of cloth, a fan, a fly-flapper. Ods. 

1529 SKELTON Llynouy Rummyne 514 Couer thy shap 
Wyth sum flyp flap. 1598 Frorio, VentagZio..a flip flap or 
any thing to make wind with. 1600 Dekker Old Fortu- 
natus in Dodsl. O, PZ. (x816) III. 127-8 If I hear any 
gingling but of the purse-strings that go flip, flap.. would 
I were turn’d into a flip-flap and sold to the butchers, 
1611 Cotcr,, Esventozr, a fanne, flip-flap. 

+2. A frivolous woman; =FuaP sb. 9. Obs.—1 

1702 VANBRUGH alse Friend 1, The light airy flipflap, 
she kills him with her motions, 

3. slang. a. ‘A kind of somersault in which the 
performer throws himself over on his hands and 
feet alternately’; also, ‘a peculiar rollicking dance 
indulged in by costers’ (Slang Dict. 1864). b. In 
sailors’ use: ‘The arm’ (Barrére & Leland 1889). 
Cf. FLiprer 56,2 2. e. A kind of firework, a cracker. 

a. 1676 Character Quack Doctor 5 He danc’d a Saraband 
with Flip-flaps, and Sommersets. 1727 Gay Hades xl. 31 The 
tumbler whirles the flip-flap round, With sommersets he 
shakes the ground, 1764 Garrick in G, Colman, Jun. 
Posth, Lett. (1820) 256 Flip flaps, and great changes without 
meaning. 1851 D. Jerrotp S¢. Giles xxxi. 324 This .. 
iniquitous world—a world of flip-flaps and sumersets. 

c. 1885 Pall Mall G. 5 Nov, 4/1 To-night..the sound 
of the obtrusive and saltatory flip-flap will be heard in the 
streets of Great Britain. 

4. U.S. ‘ A kind of tea-cake’ (Farmer). 

1876 Besant & Ricr Gold. Butterfly xviii, As we sat over 
her dough-nuts and flipflaps, 
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FLIPPANT. 


C. adj. That ‘ goes flip-flap’ (see A.). 

184t Blackw. Mag. \. 635 Music. .with. .butterfly flip-flap 
flights, and die-away cadences. 1888 Spectator 7 July 934 
That easy imitation of French flip-flap brush work which is 
so fashionable at the present time, 

Hence Fli'p-flap v. 

1599 Nasure Lenten Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 255 The 
sly sheepe-biter..summer setted & flipt flapt it twenty 
times aboue ground, 1894 Hart Caine Manaman ww. xii. 
245 Nancy Joe went flip-flapping upstairs. 

Flip-flop (flip,figp), 52. [onomatopceic redu- 
plication; cf. prec. and Fuopr.] In zonce-ases: 
a. The ‘flap’ of the ear. b. The sound of a 
regular footfall. 

1661 K. W. Conf. Charac., Informer (1860) 47 We will 
stop the mishapen hols widdowed of their flip-flops. .least 
there..still he retaine also too much of the faculty of 
enterance, 1889 J. K. Jerome Three Men in Boat 168 
When he heard the regulation flip-flop approaching, 

Flippancy (flipansi). [f. FLippant: see -ancy.] 
The quality of being flippant; es. disposition to 
trifle, frivolity ; occas. in earlier use, Volubility. 

1746 H. WavroLe Lett, H. Mann (1834) II. clxix. 176 
The famous orator Henley is taken up for treasonable 
flippancies. 1789 Mrs. Piozzt Journ. France 1. 8 It filled 
up my notions of French flippancy agreeably enough. 1807 
tr. Goede’s Tray, II. 183 A continued flippancy of chit- 
chat in the boxes. 1808 AZed. Frnl. XIX. 15 He..with 
asperity and flippancy adverted to a remarkable case I had 
written on nearly two years back. 1874 L. SrepHen Howrs 
in Library (1892) I. vii. 268 Effeminate prejudices and 
mere flippancies draped in elaborate rhetoric. 1882 Miss 
Brappon J+. Royal I, ii. 64 Why, Jessie, you are generally 
the very essence of flippancy. 

Flippant (flipant), a. Also 7 flippent. [app. 
f, FLIP v. (sense 5). Cf. Fir a. used dad. in senses 
1 and 2 below; an ablaut-var. of the root, with 
related meaning, occurs in ON. fleipr babble, /ezpa 
(Sw. dial. pa) to talk foolishly. 

The suffix may possibly be an alteration of the ME. ppl. 
ending -zzde -1NG#, or the word may have been formed in 
16th c. on the analogy of ppl. adjs. in -ant, such as the 
heraldic ¢7ppant.] 

+1. Nimble, moving lightly or alertly; easily 
moyed or managed, light to the hand; pliant, 
flexible, limber. Ods. 

1622 Manse tr, Aleman’s Guzman D'ALf, 1. 73 It isa 
bird of the flippantst wing, which as it moueth with most 
nimblenesse, so it doth the greatest mischiefe. 1677 Eart 
Orrery Art of War 26 Targets, though very flippent ones, 
have not only resisted the Push of the Pikes, but also [etc.]. 
Ibid. 27 The Pike. .is carried tapering, to poise it the better, 
and thereby renders it the more flippent for those who use 
it. 1895 Windsor Mag. July 21 ‘She weer flippant on ’er 
feet that night..an’ tored hoff as fast as a wind-hover.’ 

+2. Of the tongue: ‘Nimble’, voluble. Hence 
of persons; Ready in the use of words, speaking 
freely, fluent, talkative, voluble, Of conversation 
or discourse: Fluent, sparkling. Oés. 

1605 Cuapman Ad/ Fooles v. i, As for your mother, she 
was wise, a most flippant tongue she had. @1677 Barrow 


_ Sexm. 1, 157 It becoming them not..to be dumpish. .but 


. pleasantly flippant and free in their speech, 1677 Mirce 
Eng.Fr, Dict., A flippant discourse, uw discours coulant. 
r71t Appison Sfect. No. 247 Pg An excellent Anatomist 
has promised me to dissect a Woman's Tongue, and to 
examine whether there may not be in it certain Juices, 
which render it so wonderfully voluble or flippant. a@1784 
Jounson in Boswell an. 1765, She [Mrs. Thrale] is more 
flippant; but he has ten times her learning. 1794 Gouv. 
Morris in Sparks Life §& Writ. (1832) I. 427'The wines are 
good and the conversation flippant. 

+b. In bad sense: Impertinently voluble. (Cf. 4.) 

1677 Mirce Eng-Fr. Dict., A flippant and forward 
woman, we coguete une libertine. 1727 Gay Hables xii. 
18 The husband's sullen, dogged, shy, The wife grows 
flippant in reply. 

+3. Sportive, playful. Obs. 

171x STEELE Sfect. No. 260 P1, 1am now as..flippant if 
I seea pretty Woman, as when in my Youth, 1719 D’Urrry 
Pills (1872) VI. 156 Like Love’s sprightly Goddess she’s 
flippant and gay. 1784 Cowrer Jas v1, 315 The squirrel, 
flippant, pert, and full of play. trek ; 

4. Displaying unbecoming levity in the considera- 
tion of serious subjects or in behaviour to persons 


entitled to respect. 

1724 WATERLAND Farther Vind. Wks. IV. 12 It very ill 
becomes this gentleman..to grow so exceeding flippant. 
1781 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 26 June, I was reading Sher- 
lock’s flippant but entertaining letters. 1836 H. Rocrrs 
F. Howe i.(1863) 14 That..peculiarity, which a flippant and 
superficial philosophy has sometimes charged upon the Scrip- 
tures as a blemish. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xix, The 
flippant contempt with which the guests regarded her uncle. 
1877 Mrs. Forrester Jfiegnon I. 251 The flippant way in 
which she has treated his attentions. — 

5. adsol. passing into sb. A flippant person. 

In first quot. Richardson seems to have thought the word 
was of It. origin, and fabricates a pseudo-It, plural. 

[2748 Ricuarpvson Clarissa V1. |xxviii. 291 It concerns me, 
however, not a little, to find our affair so generally known 
among the /7ifpantz of both sexes.] 1791 Cowrer Fudgm. 
Poets 22 They gentle called, and kind and soft, The flippant 
and the scold. 1838 Fraser's Mag. XII. 26y The flippants 
and pragmatics who infest all the highways of society. 1850 
Tennyson J Mevnz. cx, The stern were mild when thou wert 
by, The flippant put himself to school And heard thee. 

Hence Flitppantly adv., in a flippant manner; 


Flippantness, the quality of being flippant. 

1727 Baitey vol. Il, Zippantness. 1758 H. Warrore Lett. 
H. Mann (1834) 111. cccxxii. 268 It is time for me to check 
my pen that asks so flippantly, 1791 BosweL Tepe an. 

2 


FLIPPER. 


1774 (1816) II. 298 wo¢e, Mrs. Thrale asked him somewhat 
flippantly, ‘Why do you put him up in the counting-house ?’ 
1817 J. Gitcurist /x/edlect, Patrim. 84 Vhe flippantness of 
French philosophers. 1880 G, Mrrepitu 7 vag. Com. (1881) 
49 Elippantly tapping at the doors of thought. 

+ Flipper, sd. Obs. rare—1, In 4 fliper. [f. 
Frip v.+-ER1.] A flippant and unreliable person. 

¢ 1400 Cato’s Morals in Cursor M. App. iv. 7. 1669 For- 
sop flipers and alle fals flaters I rede sore pou fle. 

Flipper (fli:par), sd. [f Furpv.+-er1.] 1. A 
limb used to swim with; e.g. any limb ina turtle; in 
a seal or walrus, esp. the fore-limb ; the fore-limb of 


acetacean; the wing ofa penguin; the fin of a fish, 

1822 Mansy Voy. Greenland 39 ‘The fore paws or flippers 
[of the seal]. 1868 Naz, Encyct. I. 955 Their [penguins’] 
wings are true flippers. 1885 Woop in Long. Mag. V. 408 
The fore limbs of the whale are technically named flippers. 

2. transf. The hand. 

1832 Marryat JN. Forster xiii, I like to touch the flipper 
of one who has helped to shame the enemy. 1840 Barnam 
Ingol. Leg., St. Genguiphus xx, They cut off his ‘ flippers’, 
As the Clerk, very flippantly, term’d his fists. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk. s. v., The boatswain’s mate exulted in 
having ‘taken a lord by the flipper’. 2 

3. Theat. ‘Part of a scene, hinged and painted 
on both sides, used in trick changes’ (Farmer). 

4. U.S. =Fuapsack (Cent. Dict.). 


5. Comb., as flipper-like adj. 

1889 P. H. Emerson Eng. Jdylls 133 Holding their 
shaking sides with their brawny flipper-like hands. 

Fli-pper-de-flapper. ds. exc.dia/. [Echoic.] 
(See quot. 1847). 

1640 Kine & poore North. Man 36 in Hazl. Z. P. P.1V. 
307, I nere saw such a flipper de flapper before, 1847 
HA.uiwe .t, /lipper-dejlapper, noise and confusion caused 
by show. Swssex. 

Flipperty-flopperty (flipostijflyposti), a. 
That ‘ goes flip-flop’ ; loose, dangling. 

1859 Sata Tw. xound Clock (1861) 83 She is a gaunt, 
awkward girl, ina‘ flibberty-flobberty ’ hat. 1869 TRoLLore 
He knew, etc., xii, He had .. one of those flipperty-flop- 
perty things on his head, that the butcher-boys wear 

Flippery (flipéri). rave. 

+1. =F RIpPPerY. 

a 1616 Beaum. & Fi. Wit without M1. v, If 1 be brought 

.to carry..any gentle Lady of the Laundry..behinde my 
gelding, with all her Streamers, Knapsacks, Glasses, Gu- 
gawes, as if I were a running flippery. 

2. Flippancy. 

1819 JZetropolrs I11. 86 He had a flippery in writing, e¢ 
voila tout. 1863 Ouipa /leld in Bondage 1, vi. 131 ‘ Mustn’t 
she be a horrid, heartless, little bit of flippery ?’ 

+ Flippet. Os. rare. [f. Fup; cf. Fuarper.] 
A narrow streamer. 

1640 Parkinson 7heat. Bot. 291 With a long peece or 
flippet as it were, at one side of the top. 


Flird,s?. Sc. [Possibly repr. OE. feard trifle: 
see Fierp. But cf. Du. farden splinters, shivers. ] 
‘ Anything that is thin and insufficient, as a thin 
piece of cake, board, etc.’; ‘any thing viewed as 
a gaudy toy’; in J/uwral, ‘worn-out clothes’, 

‘vain finery’ (Jam.). 

1788 E, Picken Poems 62 Thae flirds o’ silk, brought 


owre the seas. 
+ Flird, v. Sc. Ods. Also 6 flyrd. [Of obscure 
znty. ?'To sneer, gibe. 


origin ; cf, FLEER 7.] 
Jamieson has the senses ‘to bounce, brag, also to flirt’ as 
current in modern Se. use. 
1500-20 Dunpar Poents lvii. 9 Sum flyrdis 5 sum feyn3eis ; 
and sum flattiris. 


+ Flirdom. Obs. Sc. 
[? Connected with prec.] 
tence; also, a braggart. 

¢ 1450 Henryson Poems (1865) 142 Schir Tod, tak ye the 
flyrdome, and the fon, I haif respite ane yeir. cxg00 
Auchinleck Chron. (1819) 15 Pan baj come with a flyrdome 
& said pat paj come for na Ill of him ne his childer. 1508 
Kennevir /lyting w. Dunbar 494 A myten, full of flyting, 
[the] flyrdom lyke. a 1605 MontGomMERniE /lyting w. Pol- 
wart go Foule flirdome wanfucked, tersell of a taide ! 

Flire, flirr(e, obs. ff. FLEER 2, 

Flirt (lait), sd. Also 6 flirte, flyrt, 7 flert, 
6-8 flurt, (7 flurte). [f. next.] 

+1. A smart tap or blow, a rap, fillip. 
ig.). Obs. exc. dial. 

1577 Breton /lourish upon Fancy (Grosart) 18/r Thus 
euerie one would haue a flyrt, ere I could get out free, 
162t Fretcuer Pilgrine i. ii, One flurt at him, and then 
I am for the voyage. c1691 Bagford Ball. (1878) App., 
I'll give you a good flurt on the Ear. 18553 E. Waucu 
Lanc. Life (1857) 29 Aw caren’t a flirt abeawt it. 1888 
Sheffield Gigss., Flirt, a slight blow or fillip with the thumb 
and finger, 

2. A sudden jerk or movement, a quick throw or 
cast, a darting motion. Of wind: A gust. 

¢1590 Greene /y, Lacon vii. 119 Out with your blades. . 
Haue a flurt and a crash. 1666 SpurstowrE Spir. Chym. 
(1668) 116 As weak as the Grashoppers who give only 
a small flirt upwards, and then fall down to the Earth 
again. 1699 Dampier Voy. IT. 11. 15 There may be some- 
times some small flurts of a Westerly Wind on these 
Coasts. 1711 Appison Sfect, No. 102 & 5 The next Motion 
is that of unfurling the Fan, in which are comprehended 
several little Flirts and Vibrations. 89 G. Wuite Sel- 
borne xl. (1853) 140 Hedge-sparrows we a remarkable 
flirt with their wings. 1830 N. S, Wuraton ¥rxd. 205 He 

-tosses out his arm with a flirt and a flourish. 1860 
Hucnes Tom Brown at Oxf in Macm, Mag. I. 58 With 
a joyful squeak and flirt of his hind- -quarters in the air, 


In 6 flyr-, 7 flirdom(e. 
3ounce, bluster, pre- 


(Also 





330 


+3. A smart stroke of wit, a joke, a jest ; a gibe, 
jeer, scoff. Ods. 

1549 CoverDALE, etc/ Exvasm. Par. Eph. v. 4 Vayne flirtes 
and testes. 1613 Sir E. Hopy Counter-snarle 21 His next 
flurte is at my witt. @1655 in Amecd. § Trad. (Camden) 24 
She had a flurt at them presently. a@1713 ELtwoop Awjo- 
diog. ror He would sometimes .. cast out a jesting Flurt at 
me. 1726 Swirr Lett, Wks, 1841 II. 584 Open reproaches, 
jesting flirts and contumelious terms. 

+b. Ofa person: One who mocks or finds fault. 

1602 W. Bas Sword & Buckler x\v, The prescise flirts of 
eu'ry trades-mans stall Whose busie tongues..defiles Our 
honest sort with vomited reviles. 

+ 4. A fickle, inconstant person. 

1577 Breton Flourish upon Fancy (Grosart) 8/1 Fie on 
thee Fancie, flatteryng flyrt. 1689 ‘I’. Plunket Char. Gd. 
Commander 2 Nor is he one that’s Valiant at a spurt; No, 
no, he’s far from being such a flurt. 


+5. A woman of a giddy, flighty character ; ‘a 
pert young hussey’ (J.). 


1562 PHarr nerd 1x. Cc ij, Your study chief is daunse 
in pampryng feasts with giglet flirts. 1621 Burton Anat. 
Mel. . ii. 1v. i (1651) 143 A peevish drunken flurt, a waspish 
cholerick slut. 1623 B. Jonson Time Vind. Wks. (Rtldg.) 
636/1 To salute the Skirts Of her, to whom all Ladies else 
are Flirts. 1751 JoHNsoN Rambler No. 84 ? 3 My aunt 
told me she was a forward flirt. 1774 W. WHITEHEAD Song 
Sor Ranelagh, Plays §& Poenrs 11.224 Ye belles, and ye flirts, 
and ye pert little things, Who trip in this frolicsome round. 

+b. A woman of loose character. 

1600 Breton Pasguil’s Fool’s-cap 22/2 Call’d a Foolish 
flirt .. When all the world is witnesse to her shame. 1676 
ETHEREDGE Jax of Mode 1.1. (1684) 17 An idle Town Flurt, 
with a painted Face. 1703 THoressy in Ray's Lett, (1718) 
328 A Flurt, a light House-wife. 

6. One who flirts, or plays at courtship. a. Said 
of a woman. 

1748 Ricnarpson Clavissa I. ii. 8 She was not one of those 
flirts .. who would give pain to a person that deserved to be 
well-treated. 1782 Wotcotr (P. Pindar) Odes fo R. Acade- 
mictans vy. Wks. 1812 I. 24 How else could he have caught 
that handsome flirt? 1796 Jane Austen Pride § Prey. 
Vili. (1813) 202 A flirt too, in the worst and meanest degree 
of flirtation. 1880 Wess Goethe's Faust m1. viii, To bend 
the dainty little flirt To be conformable to your commands. 

b. Said of a man. 

a1732 Gay Distress'd Wife 1. Wks. (1772) 293 A flirt, 
One who gives himself all the airs of making love in public. 
1863 Outpa Held ix Bondage 1. xii. 274 Sabretasche had 
an universal reputation as a most unscrupulous flirt. 

e. A person to flirt with. 

1779 Gentl. Mag. XLIX. 357 The General [Howe] has 
found another Desdemona at Philadelphia..who is now his 
Excellency’s flirt. a1817 JANeE Austen Lady Susax vii. 
(1879) 217 When I have inspired him with greater respect for 
me..he may be an agreeable flirt. 1848 THackeray Van. 
lair xxv, General Tufto is a great flirt of mine. 

7. Watch-making. ‘A lever or other device for 
causing sudden movement of mechanism’ (Britten). 

1786 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts 1V.175 Vhe usual way 
of discharging the chime is by a flirt. 1884 F. J. Britten 
Watch & Clockm. 124 The independent seconds hand is 
generally discharged by a flirt taking into a pinion. 

8. Comb., as flirt-wort (See quot.). 

1882 Frirenp Devon Plant-n., Flirttvort, Pyrethrum 
Parthenium, a name apparently nearly died out, ‘but which 
was common in South Devon some years ago as the designa- 
tion of the Feverfew. 

Flirt (fait), v. Also 6 flyrtt, 6-8 flurt, 7 flert. 
[Onomatopeeic; cf. fick, flip, flerk, spurt, squirt.] 

1. trans. To propel or throw with a jerk or 
sudden movement ; often, to propel by a blow from 
the finger-nail released from the thumb. Also with 


away, off, out. Cf. FILLIP v, I. 

1583 Sranynurst Aevezs ut. (Arb.) 84 Scylla.. lurcketh, 
Close and slilye spying, too flirt thee nauye to rock bane. 
1602 DEKKER Sativomastix Wks. 1873 I. 235 Tis thy fashion 
to flirt inke in everie mans face. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. vi. 
88 A little wand That bended end to end, and flerted from 
the hand Farre off itself doth cast. 1710 Swirt Vater No. 
238 P 3 That Sprinkling which some careless Quean Flirts 
on you from her Mop. 1735 J. Moore Columbarium 5 
To keep ’em from flirting the Grain over on the Floor, 1812 
G. Cotman Br. Grins, Lady of Wreck 1. xviii, Flirting his 
sweet and tiny shower Upon a milk-white April flower. 1875 
Darwin /usectiv. Pl. xvii. 406 Minute particles of glass .. 
disappeared so suddenly that I thought I had flirted them 
off, 1876 Gro, Evior Dan, Der. 11. xviii, ‘1 don’t care what 
you call it’, said Mab, flirting away her thimble. 

b. With immaterial 0d7.; esf.to blurt oz¢ (some- 
thing spoken), 

1641 0x Borealis Dj, Then the Foole, he flirts out his 
folly. 1649 G. Danie 7rinarch., Rich. If, ecexli, The 
Arch-Bishop still Flirting Divinitie against the ‘Throne, 
1652 News fr. Low-County, 11 If carping Momes shall flurt 
in Podex’s face A Flout, to blur his Matter with Dis- 
grace. 1889 Mark Twain (Clemens) Yankee Crt. K. Arthur 
(Tauchn.) IL. 51 Of course I whet up now and then and flirt 
out a minor prophecy. 

+2. To give (a person) a sharp, sudden blow or 
knock ; to rap, strike. Cf, Finurp z, 2. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § J. (1631) ILL. xu. 881/1 Flirting him 
vnder the chin, and on the eares. 1611 Corer., Nasarder, 
to fillip; to rap, or flirt, on the nose. 1631 QuarLes Samson 
Poems (1717) 327 Some gibe and flout him .. Whilst others 
flurt him on the starting lips, 

3. To give a brisk, sudden motion to; to flick. 
Also with ont, up. To flirt a fan: to open and 
close it with a jerk, to wave it smartly. 

1665 Eart Dorset Zo all you Ladies viii, Whilst you . 
Perhaps permit some happier man ‘lo kiss ed hand or 
flirt your fan. 1748 SmotLetr Lod. Rand. 1. 343 She.. 
flirted her fan with such a fury. 1761 Mrs, ‘i SHERIDAN 


FLIRTATIOUS. 


Sidney Bidulph 11, 62 One of the windows was already up, 
and I flurted up the other. 1798 BLoomrieLp /armer’s Boy, 
Summer 78 The small dust-colour'd beetle .. flirts his filmy 
wings, and looks around. 1834 R. Mupie Brit. Birds (1841) 
I. rr In those birds which have a habit of flirting up the 
tail. 1855 BrowninG Lovers’ Quarrel x, Teach me to flirt a 
fan As the Spanish ladies can. 1855 Smeptey /7/. Coverdale 
iv. 20 Harry again impatiently flirted the whip over the ears 

of ‘My Old Aunt Sally’. 1893 R. Kiptinc Many Invent. 
229 He flirted the dinghy round the big ship. 

b, adsol. or intr. Of a turkey-cock: To set up 

its feathers. vare—}. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1v, iii. 186 If you had but rusht 
and flurted like a Turky cocke. 

+4, a. zxtr, To turn up one’s nose; hence, to 
sneer, gibe, scoff at. Also of the nostrils: To be 
turned up or dilated, as if sneering (the earliest re- 
corded use). b. ¢vans. To sneer or scoff at, flout 


(not clearly distinguishable from fg. use of 2). Obs. 

& 1553 Even 7veat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 23 They haue.. 
nosethrilles flyrtting Miah) & wyde. 1603 Fiorito AZox- 
taigne 1.1. 165 Diogenes. .in..rowling of his tub, and flurt- 
ing [Fr. hochant dit nez) ae Alexander. 1615 G SANDYS 
Trav. 27 Derided, and flurted at by diuers of the baser 
people. a1734 Nort Lives (1826) I. 63 Mr. Jones..could 
not forbear flirting at him, as—‘Come, Mr. Deputy Attorney, 
what have you to. say now’? 

b. 1593 Nasue 4 Lett. Confut. Wks. (Grosart) II. 211 
Titius shall not vpbraid Caius .. nor Zoylus anie more flurt 
Homer. 1621 FLETCHER Pilgrim 1. i, Ile not be foold nor 
flurted. 1686 Catholic Representer ut. 73 You that fleer, 
and flurt, and blaspheme Everything you do not understand, 

5. zntr. To move with a jerk or spring ; to spring, 
dart. Ofa winged creature: To take short quick 
flights. Also with about, away, up. 

1583 Stanynurst Aenezs 1. (Arb.) 31 Lyke bees .. That 
flirt in soonbeams, 1601 Hottanp P/iny II. xx. i. 35 It 
wil leape & flurt in the handling. .against their faces. 1680 
Tom § Will goin Roxb, Ball, Vhree or four. .did flirt away. 
1697 Dampier Voy. I. 148 In ‘flurting about (as all Fish will 
when first taken), @1800 Cowrer tr. Milton’s Damon 
144 The sparrow .. Flirts here and there, and late returns 
to rest. 1822 J. Furnr Left. Amer. 234 ‘The velocity of 
every plunge made her long loose hair flirt up as if [ete.]. 
1841 R. B. Peake Court § City 11. i. (Stage direction), As 
he approaches nearer, she flirts from him, 1887 StrevENSoN 
Treas. Franchard vi, With the tails of his night-shirt flirt- 
ing as he turned. 1890 Gloucester Gloss. s. v., ‘The paper 
must have flirted into the fire.” 


+6. fg. To flit inconstantly from one object to 


another. Ods. 

2578 ‘T. Proctor Gore. Gallery (1814) 133 Did love vou 
intrap?..That now you be flurting, and will not abide. 
1707 J. STEVENS tr. Quevedo’s Com. Wks. (1709) 348 Do not 
flirt, or fly from one thing to another. 

7. To play at courtship; to practise coquetry ; 
to make love without serious intentions. Often, 
to flirt with (a person) ; also in indirect passzve. 

1777 Garrick Prol. Sherittan’s Sch. Scand., if Mrs. B. 
will still continue flirting, 1793 Eart Bucnan Axon. & 
Fugit. Ess., (1812) 261 You see them .. flirting with the 
beauties of the day. 1859 Gro. Exior A. Lede 258 Every 
man likes to flirt with a pretty girl, and every pretty 
girl likes to be flirted with. 1863 Ouwa Held. in Bondage 
I. viii. 192 Scores of military men, who flirted more des- 
perately and meant less by it than any fellows in the room. 

b. To play, toy, trifle wth (something). 

1859 Dickens 7. Two Cities 1. v, Occasionally flirting 
with some lighter document. 1883 F. M. Crawrorp Dy, 
Claudius ii, Claudius was flirting with his fancies, and 
drawing pretty pictures in the smoke. 

c. trans. =to flirt with. rare}, 

180r Moore Wks. 7. Little, To Rosa iii. g Do you thus 

seck to flirt a number? 


Flirtable (fls-tab’l), a. [f. Furr v. + -aBun.] 
That is ready to flirt or be flirted with. 

1860 W. Cotins Wom. White 1. vi. 22 A flirtable, dance- 
able, small-talkable creature of the male sex. 1888 7ad? 
Mall G, 18 Feb. 5/2 One hundred and fifty ladies. .of whom 
seventy-five per cent. are ‘flirtable’. 

Flirtation (flost2'fon), [f. as prec. + -aTIon.] 

pile GUN quick, sprightly motion, A cant word 
among women’ (J.); in quot. at/v7. Obs.-} 

1737 Porr Let. in Style suf Diddy Wks. 1886 X. 262 A muslin 
flounce, made very full, would give one a very agreeable 


Flirtation-air, 
2. The action or behaviour ofa flirt ; + flighty 


or giddy behaviour, frivolity ; the action of playing 
at courtship. 

1718 Cipner Non-juror 1, You know I always loved a 
little flirtation, 1743-6 Mrs. Decany Let, to M/rs. Dewes 
in Life & Corr, x Keb, II, 418 The sobriety of my own 
dwelling is much pleasanter to me than all the flirtations of 
the world. 1814 Jane Austen Mansf. Park 1. xvii. 335 
Becoming soon too busy with his play to have time for more 
than one flirtation, 1876 Besanr & Rice Gold, Butterfly 
vi, The great art of flirtation. 

b. transf. and fie. 

1792 Dk. Leeps Pol. A7em. (1884) 202 The flirtations were 
seriously renewed between Mr. Pitt and Ld. Loughborough. 
1819 Byron Yvan 1. ccv, Vhou shalt not .. Commit—flirtae 
tion with the muse of Moore. : 

Hence Flirta‘tional a., pertaining to flirtation ; 
Flirta'tionless a@., devoid of flirtation ; haying no 
opportunity of flirting. 

1862 Sat. Rev. XIII. 327/2 The flirtational element and 
its kindred infinitesimal phases. 1880 Ouipa JVofhs vi. 66 
Flirtationless, unenvied, unregarded. 


Flirtatious (flaitz!-fos), a. 
see -OUS. ] 
a, Of persons : Given to flirtation, inclined to flirt. 


[f Fuirrarion ; 


FLIRTED. 


1834 C’tess Mortry Dacre I. vi. 132 Match-making 
mothers, flirtatious daughters, and coquettish wives. 1886 
W. E. Norris Bachelor's Blunder ii. (1887) 15, 1 believe he 
is rather a flirtatious young gentleman. 

b. Of speech, etc. : Of or pertaining to flirtation ; 
of the nature of flirtation. 

1870 Miss Broucuton Red as Rose 1, xii. 243 And yet 
their talk .. holds nothing obnoxiously fond or flirtatious. 
189r B. Harte rst Fam. Tasajara J. 58 An audaciously 
flirtatious declaration. 

Hence Flirta‘tiously, adv. ; Flirta'tiousness. 

1863 Hoime Lee A. Warleigh’s Fortunes 11. 294 When 
young men and women are flirtatiously disposed. _ 1886 
Atlantic Monthly Sept. 432/1 A North Carolina girl of 
ingenuous flirtatiousness. 

Flirted (flouted), pf/. a. [f. Furr v. + Ep 1.] 
In senses of the vb. Also with w7¢h; cf. Fuirt v.7. 

1624 FLetcuer Rule a Wife um. v, Is this the Fellow That 
had the patience to become a Fool, A flurted Fool. 178 
Cowrrr Hofe 344 'Vhe flirted fan, the bridle and the toss. 
1863 Ouipa Held in Bondage 1. ix. 205 Curly .. was the .. 
most flirted with young Guardsman of his time. 

Flirtee (lait). xonce-wd. [f. Furr v. + -EE.] 
One who is flirted with. 

1862 Sat. Rev. 14 June 676/2 Because the flirt is clever, or 
the flirtee silly. 1891 Temple Bar Mag. Jan. 91 Three 
generations of flirtees, 

Flirter (fls-1tox). [f. Furr v. + -rn1.] One 
who flirts ; a flirt. 

1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 45 She dresses not so fine as 
many a flirter. 18377. Hook Yack Brag viii, As far distant 
as possible from the flirters themselves. 

+ Flirt-gill (-dzil). Ods. Also flirt-gillian. [f. 
Fuirr sé, or v.+ GiLt nickname for Jidiana.] A 
woman of light or loose behaviour. Cf. GiLL- 
FLIRT, 

1592 Suaxs. Rom. § Ful. u. iv. 162 Scurvie knaue, I am 
none of his flurt-gils. 1613 Braum. & FL. Aut. Burning 
Pestle wv. i, You heard him take me vp like a flirt Gill, and 
sing baudy songs upon me. 1618 FLetcHer Chances 1. i, 
As [had been a Mawkin, a flurt Gillian. 

Flirthood (fla-thud). 2once-wa. [see -HooD.] 
The state of being a flirt. 

1862 Sat. Nev. XIV. 102/1 Young ladies, just budding into 
flirthood. | 

Flirtigig, -gigs (fld-1tigig(z). dal. [f. Fume 
+ GIG: ct. whtrligig.] <A giddy, flighty girl. 


1683 Vork-shire Dialogue 17 Vhou and she, and all sike - 


Flirtigiggs. 1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Flirtigigs, a wan- 
ton, fond lass. 1886 Etworruy IV. Somerset Word-bh., 
llirtigig. 


Flirting (fl5-1tin), v27. sd. [f. Furr z. +-1ne 1] 
The action of the vb. FLret in various senses ; esp. 
trifling or coquetting with the opposite sex, flirtation. 

1593 NasHe 4 Lett. Confut, Wks. (Grosart) II. 274 Thou 
. keepst such a flurting and a flinging in euerie leafe. 1644 
Butwer Chirol. 54 The flirting out of the Back part of the 
Hand. 1684 Contempl. State of Mart 1. iv. (1699) 44 The 
flirting up and down of a little Sparrow. 1710 STEELE 
Tatler No. 9 ® 3 Miss with all her Flirting and Ogling. 
1806-7 J. Beresrorp Miseries Tum. Life w. xxxiii, Vhe 
filthy flirtings of a well twirled mop. 1865 Dickens JZzt. 
i’y. 1. ix, You can have as much flirting as you like. 

attrib, 1644 Butwer Chiron. 81 The middle Finger 
strongly comprest by the Thumbe, and their collision produc- 
ing a flurting sound, 

lirting (lo-itin), Ap/. a. [f. as prec. + -1NG *.] 
That flirts, in various senses of the vb. 

1577 tr. Dudlinger’s Decades (1592) 224 The wife that gads 
not gigglotwise with euerie flirting gill, 1651 FuLLER Adel 
Rediv, (1867) I. 322 Some .. have cast out flirting censures 
against this Catalogue. 1663 Drypen Wild Gallant v. iii, 
Nothing vexes me, but that this flirting gentlewoman should 
go before me. 1668 Septey J/ulb. Gard. 1. i, But that 
flirting Hat there looks as ’twere made rather for your Wit 
than your Head. @1734 Nortu Lava. ut. vii. (1740) 509 
He could not bear such a flirting Wit and Libertine. 1819 
Metropolis 1, 215 Did you .. observe how flirting and 
amatory a certain very great personage is ? 

Hence Fli‘rtingly adv., in a flirting manner. 

1855 in Ocitvie Suppl. 

Flirtish (floutif), @ [f Furr 5d. + -1su.J 
Somewhat of the nature of or betokening a flirt. 

¢1665 Mrs. Hutcuinson AZem. Col. Hutchinson (1846) 260 
A flirtish girl of sixteen. 1840 Dickens Baru. Rudge xx, 
Miss Haredale took occasion to charge upon Dolly certain 
flirtish and inconstant propensities. 

Hence Fli‘rtishness. 

1750 /fist. Cornelia 211 She had an air of tenderness, 
mixed with all the flirtishness of coquetry. 

Flirtling (fla-atlin). sonce-wd. [f. Furr sd. 

+ -LING.] little flirt. 

1883 F. M. Crawrorp Dy. Claudius xv, The pair of trim- 
built flirtlings, walking so daintily down the gravel path. 

Flirtship. sonce-wd. [f. Furr sd. + -surp.] 
The personality of a flirt ; in quot. a mock title. 

1703 Mrs. CentLivre Stolen Heiress ut. i, Call your Lady, 
—what does your Flurt-ship do here? I want your mistress. 

Flirty (flouti),¢. [f Furr sd.+-y1.] Of or 
pertaining to flirtation; characterized by or in- 
clined to flirtation. 

1840 Lavy C. M. C. Bury //ist. Flirt i, A laughing and 
flirty dialogue succeeded. 1863 Ourna //eld in Bondage 1. 
ix. 206 Such a bold flirty girl. 1870 Public Opinion 6 Aug. 
169 Criticising the flirty ways of a fascinating widow. 

+ Flish, v. Ods. In 4 flysche. [app. imitative 
of the sound of a blade waved through the air.] 
trans. To slash or cut. Hence Fly‘schand ///. a. 

2a1400 Morte Arth. 2141 With flyschande speris. Zdid. 
2769 Fulle butt in be frounte he flysches hyme evene. 
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}+ Flish-flash, v. [? reduplication of prec.] 
intr. Yo make cuts and slashes with a sword, 

1641 Vox Borealis Bij b, 1 can,Fence bravely, and flish 
flash, with the best of them, : 

Flisk (flisk), 5d. da/.  [f. next.] 

1. A whim, a freak. Sc. 

1818 Scorr Br. Lavi. xxviii, There is something in Miss 
Ashton’s change .. too sudden and too serious for a mere 


flisk of her own. 
2. A fillip with the finger. Jz a flisk: ‘in a 


jiffy’? (Whitby Gloss. 1855). 

1891 Arxinson Last of Giant-Killers 86 So down his 
throat she goes in a flisk. 

3. In various concrete senses: a. A ‘whisk’ 
made of twigs or horsehair for brushing away dust, 
flies, etc. (Halliwell 1847, Lerks. Gloss. 1888). 
b. A large-toothed comb (Halliwell 1847, W.Cornw. 
Gloss. 1880). @. A syringe (Whitby Gloss. 1876). 

Flisk, a. ? Ods. [f. next. Cf. Fic a] 

1680 Lond. Gaz. No. 1563/4 A Black Mare, about 15 hands 
with a flisk Tail, lame on the near foot before. 1721 /did. 
No. 6000/3 Stolen..a black Mare..with a Flisk Tail, 

Flisk (flisk), v. Now dial. [onomatopeeia 
expressive of a sudden movement through the air ; 
cf. whisk.] 

1. intr. To move or dance about in a frolicsome 
way; to frisk. Ofa horse: To be restive. 

1596 Gosson Pleas. Quifs 110, Fannes..To flit away the 
flisking flies. a@1689 W. CLeLanpn Lfigies Cleri Poems 
(1697) 62 Which make some Brethren flisk and fling. 1786 
Burns Auld Farmers New-Year Salut. xii, Thou never 
braindg’t an’ fetch’t, an’ fliskit. 1887 AZod. Scott. Poets Ser. x. 
58 The hungry honey bees ‘That flisked and feasted there. 

2. trans. To make restless and uneasy; to put 
out, displease. 

1792 A. DoucLas Poems (1806) 71 But, Willie lad, tak’ my 
advice, An’ at it binna fliskit, 1862 Histor Prov. Scot. 60 
Fashious fools are easiest flisket. ; 

3. To flick, knock about. Also, to spurt, sprinkle. 

1847 Hatiiwett, FZisk, to flick, as with a whip. Linc. 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Flisk, to squirt liquids. 1890 Gloucester 
Gloss, s.v., Don’t get flisking that corn about. 

Fliskmahoy. ‘Sv. [f. Frisk v. Jamieson 
gives also /liskmahaigo with similar sense ; the 
unineaning endings may have been suggested by 
the place-names Dalmahoy and Lesmahago.) A 
flighty girl ; a woman who gives herself airs. 

1816 Scorr Antig. xxxv, ‘That silly fliskmahoy, Jenny 
Rintherout.’ 1818 — Ht, Middl. 1, ‘Seeing I hae prought 
worthy Mrs, Putler sic a fliskmahoy.’ 

Flisky (fliski), a. [f. Frisk sd. or v.+-¥1.] 

1. Sc. Flighty, frolicsome ; of a horse: Skittish. 

1807 Hocc Auld Ettrick Fohn 8 Mount. Bard 1g5 Auld 
Johnie’s flisky dame. 1856 G. Henprerson Pop. Rhymes 
Berwick. 48 You're like Adam Black’s pony, Flisky, 
pranky—and no very canny. 1880 Aztrim § Down Gloss., 
flisky, skittish, specially applied to a mare which kicks 
when touched on the flank. 

2. south. dial. (See quots.) 

1866 Blackmore Cradock Nowell xxxi, First come fitful 
scuds of rain, ‘flisky’ rain they call it. 

Fit (flit), 5d. [f. next vb.] The action of flitting. 
a. A removal. b. A light movement, as of a 
bird’s wing ; a flutter; a light touch. 

a. 1835 N. P. Wituis in L’Estrange Vriendships Miss 
Mitford (1882) I. 289 A flit from London and a visit to 
Reading. 1855 Rosinson Whitby Gloss. s.v. Hit, ‘A 
moonlight flit’, a decampment by night with the furniture, 
to cheat the landlord. 

b. 1873 Miss THackrray Old Kensington xii. 99 There 
was a vague flit and consternation in the darkness at the 
farther end of the room. 1877 Biacxmore Eveva III. liv. 
242 A flit of fancy touched me. 1880 — Mary Anerley 
xxvi. Kneading it firmly with some rapid flits of thumb. 

+ Flit, a. Zoet. Obs. Also flitt. [var. of FLEET 
a., the form being influenced by Fiir v. Cf. also 
Fuiicur a.] a. Swift, nimble, quickly-moving. b. 
Fleeting, shifting ; light, airy, unsubstantial. 

@. 1590 SPENSER /, Q, u. iy. 38 And in his hand two 
dartes exceeding flit, And deadly sharp, he held, /déd, 111. 
xi. 39 Now, like a stag; now, like a faulcon flit. 1600 
Fairrax Yasso xiv. |xxii, 265 That flit birde that Ioues hot 
weapon beares. 

. 1890 SPENSER /, Q, m1. x. 57 On the rockes he fell so 
flit and light, That he thereby receiv’d no hurt at all. /dzd. 
ut. i. 56 Therewith a while she her flit fancy fedd. 1633 
P. Fretcurr Purple Isl. vu. vii, Life it self’s as flit as 1s 
the aire we breathe. 

Flit (flit), v. Forms: 3-4 flitten, Ov. flit- 
tenn, 3 flut(t)en, 3-6 flytt(e, 4-6 flyt(e, 4-9 
flitt(e, (6 fliet), 4- flit. /a. ¢. 3 flutte, 4 flitt, 
5 flette, flyt, 6 flit. La. pple. 4 yflit, iflut, 7 flit, 
[ME. /iitten, flutten, a. ON. flytja (Sw. flyita, Da. 
Siytte), f. *flut- weak grade of the root of flédta: 
see FLEET v.1] 

1. trans. To remove, transport, or take away to 
another place; to transfer from one position to 
another; to remove (a person) from his house or 
habitation. Now chiefly Sc. or dad. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 15648 To flittenn menn till heffness erd Ut 
off be defless walde. c12zs0 Gen. § Ex. 1522 Dat folk .. 
deden him flitten hise ostel, c1374 CuHaucer Troylus v. 
1544 As regnes shal ben flitted Fro folk to folk. ¢1375 
Lay Folks Mass Bk. (MS. B.) 155 Pen,po prest flyttes his 
boke north’to bat ober auter noke. ¢1425 WyNTouN Crox. 
vit. v. 181 A Towne Wes flyttyd out of pat ilke plas Quhare 
it fowndyt and byggyt was. ¢1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 
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3442 In to bat my body flit. 1558 in Balfour Practicks (1754) 
106 Scho may not flit nor remove the tenentis, occupiaris of 
the samin. 1572 Sempill Ball. xxix. (1872) 152 That sum of 
thame mon flit thair kist. c1640 J. Smyru Lives Berkeleys 
(1883) I. 155 This lord. .exchanged, removed, and flitted part 
of his Cattle .. from one manor to another. 1782 Sir J. 
Sinciair Observ. Scot. Dial. 84 To Flit, to remove any 
thing in general, particularly furniture. 1807 Overseer’s 
Acct. in Rutland Gloss, (1891) s.v., For fliting sarah Hails 
1s.6d. 1861 Dasenr Burnt Nal Il. 40 They flitted home 
their goods and laid up the ship. 1863 Barinc GouLp /celand 
257 One fine afternoon he flitted his guest out to the 
island. 

b. sfec. To shift (a tethered animal, occas. the 
tether) from one spot to another, when it has eaten 
all the grass within reach; hence, to tether. Also, 
to shift the position of (a sheep-fold). 

1523 Firzuers, “xsd. § 18 To flyte it [the shepefolde] 
euery mornynge or nyght. Jdd. § 148 Flytte hym [thy 
horse] as oft as thou wylt. 1786 Burns Auld Farmer's 
New-Vear Salut. xviii, Wi’ tentie care I'll flit thy tether, 
To some hain’d rig. 1816 Sir A. Bosweii Skeldon Haughs 
44 A Sow upon your land I'll tether .. But deil a man o’ 
Kyle shall flit her. 1881 ZLezcester Gloss. s.v., The goot 
(goat) were flitted to the middle cloo’es-poost. 

+e. Of a boat, etc. :- To serve to transport. Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor MM. 25709 (Cott.) Penance is pat ober bord, 
pat fletand flittes man ouer ford .. it schal him hauen of 
merci win. 1375 Barsour Bruce ut, 420 It [the bate] sa 
litill wes, that It Mycht our the wattir bot thresum flyt. 

d. Naut. (See quots., and FLEer v.! 12.) 

1750 IT’. R. BrancxLey Naval Exfos., Fitting, altering or 
removing a dead Eye in the Low or ‘lop-mast Shrouds and 
Backstays, either to lengthen or shorten them, is called 
Flitting. 1793 Smeaton Zdystone L. § 143 In this way we 
proceeded flitting the tackle and lowering till our anchor 
was grounded. J/é7d. 158 Having so many times to stop, 
overhawl, and flit..the work could not go on very speedily. 

+2. To remove, get rid of (a thing); to drive 
away (an insect). Ods. 

€1350 Will, Palerne 623 Fele times haue ich fonded to 
flitte it fro bou3t. c1400 Nom. Rose 1812 So sore it stikid 
whan I was hit, That by no craft I might it flit. 1596 Gosson 
Pleas. Quips 110 Vannes. .To flit away the flisking flies. 

+3. To change the condition or direction of ; to 
alter, cause to deviate or waver; to pervert 
(law). Obs. 


¢ 1200 OrmIN 13414 Je sen batt icc am flittedd nu Fra dep 
to lifonn erbe. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Lucza 279 Par-with 
for to flit hyre thocht. 1393 Gower Cozf. III. 183 If he 
wolde flitte The lawe for the covetise. 14.. Lypc. Temple 
of Glas 1248 Late not 3oure corage ne 3o0ure force fail, Ne 
non assautes 3ov flitten or remeve. 

+4. ref. To betake oneself, go, 
course. Ods. 

c1z00 Ormin 15853 Uss birrb a33 Uss flittenn towarrd 
Criste. did, 18038 Swa patt te33..Wel sholldenn mu3henn 
flitten hemm & ferrsenn fra pe defell. 13.. in Horstmann 
Altengl. Leg. U1. 97 Bot pou flit pe ferr, For his sake pou 
sal far (pe) werr. 

5. ctr. To shift one’s position, either in a mate- 
rial or immaterial sense ; to be gone, depart, pass 


away, remove. Also with away, or const. from, 


+ of, out of, to. 

¢1z00 OrmIN 12765 O patt oberr da33 Toc Jesu Crist to 
flittenn Inntill be land off Galile. @ 1240 Sawles Warde in 
Cott. Hont. 251 Ferliche ha flutted from pe heate in to be 
chele. @ 1300 Cursor AM, 12487 (Cott.) Pan flitted pai vntil 
a tun Pat cleped was chaphar-naum. 1340 Hamrote Pr. 
Consc. 3762 When a man fra pis world sal flitte. ¢ 1400 
Ron. Rose 5359 Whan it [Richesse] failith, he [Love] wol 
flit. 1471 Riptey Com. Adch. w. vii. in Ashm. (1652) 145 Out 
of thy mynde let not thys lesson flyt. 1529 More Conf? 
agst. Trib, 1. Wks. 1147/2 But yf our self flyt from hym. 
1876 Gosson Speculum Hume. in Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 76 His 
lyfe shall flit, when most he trustes the same. 1619 J. 
Wetsu in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 562 To flit owt of this lyfe. 
1642 H. More Song of Soud i. u. xliii, Nor is his masters 
knowledge from him flit Into his scholars head. 1695 
Woopwarp Nat. Hist. Earth 1. (1723) 38 The Sea fre- 
quently flitted and changed its place. 1790 Burns Zaz 0’ 
Shanter vii, Like the Borealis race, That flit ere you can 
point their place. 1858 FRoupr //ist. Lng. ILI. xiii. 100 
‘Towards the fall of the summer, clergy from the southern 
counties had been flitting northward. 1868 HAwrHorNE 
Amer, Note-bks. (1879) U1. 65 Our spirits must have flitted 
away unconsciously. 


+b. To depart, deviate, swerve from: a custom, 


justice, law, etc. Ods. 

¢ 1200 ORMIN 13430 3uw iss nu babe god & ned. . To flittenn 
o piss operr da33 Fra deofless & fra sinness: @ 1420 
Hoccieve De Reg. Princ. 2704 To suche a jugge with- 
drawe the hope Of money, and he fro justice flittethe. 
c1480 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7903 Fra alde custome pat 
walde no3t flytt. 1571 Campion //ist. Zre/. xt. xi, (1633) 
72 Vivian the legate .. doth. .excommunicate all those that 
flitte from the obeysance of the Kings of England. 

+e. Of a horseman: To lose his seat and fall 

to the ground. Ods. 


1430 Lyne. Chron. Troy 1. ix, From his sadell .. he-made 
him flytte Downe to the ground. 1458 in Turner Dovz. 


direct one’s 


Archit. 111. 4t Som oute of her sadels flette to the grounde. 


a@1605 Montcomerte Misc. Poems xli. 51 Some perforce 
flittis On grund. 


+d. quasi-¢rans. To migrate from (a place) ; 


to change (places) ; to shift (one’s camp, etc.). 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 13654 Wyb force 
he dide hem flitte pet stede. 1570 BucHanan Chameleon 
Wks. (1892) 52 The moist part flittit camp and went to 
Lynlythquow. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk §& Selv. 139 Spirits 
change their Beings .. far otherwise than bodies do when 
they flit places. 1715 Roxb. Ball. VI. 620 While I have 
might, I will you fight, from Stirling flit your uk Sir. 
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6. To remove from one habitation to another, 
change one’s residence, ‘move’. Chiefly 707th. or 
Sc. (In proverbial expressions often opposed to szz,) 

1504 Plumpton Corr. 191, I will flitt at this next Mighelmas. 
@1553 Upat Xoyster D. 1. iii. (Arb.) 36 Fast for to sitte 
and not oft to flitte. 1641 Best Harm, Bhs. (Surtees) 135 
Theire desire .. is to goe to theire newe masters eyther on 
a Tewsday, or on a Thursday; for..they say Munday 
flitte, Neaver sitte. 1721 KeLty Scot, Prov.105 Fools are fain 
of flitting, and wise Men of sitting. 1871 C. Ginnon Jor 
Lack of Gold vy, When you need to flit, there’s a house of 
mine standing empty that you can take at any time. , 

+7. To change from one state, condition, or di- 
rection to another; to alter, shift about, give way. 

61386 Cuaucer Fars. 7. P295 God.. that may not 
chaunge and flitte. ¢1430 How Wise Man taugt Son 116 
in Badbees Bk, (1868) 51 Neiper hasti for to chaunge ne flitte. 
1500-20 Dunbar Poems Ixvi. 95 Of this fals failzeand warld 
I tyre, That ever more flytis lyk ane phane. 1590 SPENSER 
F. Q.1. iv. 5 On a sandie hill, that still did flitt And fall 
away, it [the Pallace] mounted was full hie. @ 1605 Mont- 
GOMERIE Misc. Poems xxxi. 58 If 3e be constant, I sall neuer 
change} If 3e be fickle, I am forc’t to flitt. 1725 Ramsay 
Gent, Sheph. 1, iv. (1875) 33 Your thoughts may flit, and I 
may thole the wrang. 1816 CoLreripce States. Man. 
App. 35 The intellectual eyes of the Many flit, and are in- 
capable of looking fixedly toward the God-like. 

b. Of a flame: To die down. 

1839 Marryat Phant. Ship xi, Like a candle burnt down 
to the socket, flitting and flaring alternately, 1887 Swin- 
BURNE Locrine 1. i, 261 ‘Thy smile is as a flame that plays 
and flits. 

8. To move along, pass, proceed ; to pass lightly 
or softly and (usually) with rapidity or suddenness. 
Often with adverbs, as about, away, by, to and fro, 
etc. Said both of material and immaterial things. 

¢ 1430 Lypc. Bochas u. vi. (1554) 42 b, Or that I any farther 
flitte.. To diuines this matter I committe. c1440 York Myst. 
xv. 34 Flitte faste ouere thees felles. 1613 Purcuas /7i/- 
grimage W. Vili. (1614) 386 Forced to flee to the mountaines 
where he liued three months .. flitting vp and downe with 
ten or twelue followers. 1618 Botton /orus Pref., The 
varietie of matter makes the minde abruptly flit from one 
thing to another. 1642 H. More Song of Soult. 1. v, Sith 
my wandring Bark so far is gone, And flitten forth upon 
the Ocean main. 1781 Cowper Mefiven. 192 The clouds 
that flit, or slowly float away. 1810 Scorr Lady of L, m1. 
xi, When flits this Cross from man to man. 1838 Dickens 
Nich. Nick. xvi, Postmen .. flit to and fro. 1851 HeEtrs 
Conp. Solit. xiii. (1874) 246, I seemed to see the various 
races who had occupied the spot flit by. 1864 ‘TENNysoN 
Aylmer's F202 Unawares they flitted off, Busying them- 
selves about the flowerage. 

b. esp. Of a bird or other winged creature : To 
fly lightly and swiftly; also, to make short and 
swift flights, to flutter. 

1535 CovERDALE 2 Esdras y. 6 And the foules shal flyt, 
and the Sodomitysh see shall cast out his fish. 1556 J. 
Heywoop Spider § /. liv. 34 Downe the flie againe flitth. 
1590 SPENSER /*. Q. ul. xi. 42 Faire Pegasus that flitteth 
in the ayre. 1700 Drypen Vables, Meleager §& Atalanta 
gor With wings endu’d .. and sent to flit in air. 1817 
Camrsett Poems, Reullura 17 The bat flits to and fro. 
1864 Tennyson Ex. Ard, 269 Like the caged bird escaping 
suddenly, ‘The little innocent soul flitted away. 

ce. Of time: To pass away. 

1573 Barer Adv. F 706 Time flitted away quickly. 1583 
Sranyuurst Aeneis 1. (Arb.) 26 Hee shal bee the regent, 
vntil yeers thirtye be flitted. 1868 Morus Larthly Par. 
I, 72 So smoothly o’er our heads the days did flit. 

+9. To sustain existence, to live dy (i.e. upon). 
Obs. 

(Cf. ON. yt7a to provide with necessaries (a fig. appli- 
cation of the original sense ‘to ferry, help forward’), whence 
refl, 7y¢jask to maintain oneself] 

a 1225 Ancr. X. 202 Al so 3isced a 3issare bet moni pusunt 
muhten bi flutten [friz¢ed biflutten). Zid. 428 Non ancre 
seruant ne ouhte .. uorto asken i-sette huire, bute mete & 
clod pet heo mei vlutten bi. 

Hence + Flit, Flitted, + Flittten A//. a., that 
has gone away, departed. 

1590 SPENSER J/*. Q. 1. vii. 21 So hardly he the flitted life 
does win Unto her native prison to retourne. 1642 H. More 
Song of Soul, ii. 1. xxxvili, Uhe. .flitten or shrunk spright. 
{bid. i, iii. 1. xxix, All flit souls be not in the same taking. 

Flit, var. of Fuerr v.2, to skim. 

Flitch (flit{), sd... Forms; a, 1 flieci, flicce, 
5 flykke, 5-6 flik, flyk(e, (5 flickke, 6 flycke), 
6-7 (8, 9 dial.) flick. B. 3-4 flic(c)he, (5 vlyech, 
6 fli(e)ch), 5-6 flitche, flytche, (6 fleetch, 9 diad. 
fleech, fleach), 6-flitch. [OL. flécce ? str. neut., 
corresp. to MLG, wiike, vlicke, ON. flikhki (MDa. 
Siykke):—OTeut. *fikkjom, f. root *#ik, found in 
ON. fitk rag, and perh. in FLEcK sd.] 

1. The side of an animal, now only of a hog, 
salted and cured ; a ‘side’ of bacon. 

a. a700 Efpinal Gloss. 774 Perna, flicci. 805-31 Charters 
xxxvil, 18 in O. Z. Vexts 444 Tua flicca. go1-9 Charter 
Eadweard in Cod, Dipl. V. 164 Feor fliccu. ¢1000 Ags. 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker Voc, 272/5 Perna, flicce. 1462 Test. 
Lbor. 11. 261, iiij. bakon-fliks, ij. beffe-fliks. a1529 SKELTON 
Col. Cloute 846 A bacon flycke. 1643 Juv. Skipton Castle in 
Whitaker Crvaven (1805) 302, 35 great large beefe flicks. 
1746 J. Cottier (Tim Bobbin) Lanc. Dialect. Gloss., 
Flick, a flitch of bacon, 1859 Gro. Evior A. Bede iv, 
‘ Thee lookst as white as a flick o’ new bacon.’ 

B. c1230 Hali Meid. 37 Seod pe cat at pe fliche. 
Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 26 ‘There fonde he .. many goed 
flytches of bacon. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Hush. ut. 
(1586) 152 b, Cutting out the Head, the Gammon and the 
fleetches, pouder them with salt. 1597-8 Br. Hati Saé.1v. iv. 
32 Dried fliches of some smoked beeue. 1710 Swirt Baucis 


1481 
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§ Philemon 25 He from out the Chimney took A Flitch of 
Bacon off the Hook. 1859 Jeruson Brittany y. 55 From 
..the ceiling hung a goodly row of..flitches of bacon. 
transf. 1648 Herrick //esper., Bacchus, He .. walks 
with dangling breeches..And shewes his naked flitches. _ 
b. The ‘ flitch’ presented yearly at Dunmow, in 
Essex, to any married couple who could prove that 
they had lived in conjugal harmony for a year and 
aday. (Also at Wichnor: see quot. @1509.) 

1362 [see Fiircuen]. @ 1509 in Dugdale Bavonage (1676) 
II. 106/2 The said Sir Philip shall fynde..one Bacon flyke, 
hanging in his Halle at Whichenore .. to be given [etc.]. 
1615 //ist, Robert Fitz-walter 25 One Richard Wright .. 
came and required of the Bacon of Dunmow .. And there 
was deliuered vnto the said Richard, one fleech of Bacon. 
1820 Combe Dy. Syntax, Consol. 1. (Chandos) 125 They 
might have claim’d or I’m mistaken With conscRnce clear 
the Flitch of Bacon. 

. a. A square piece of blubber from a whale. 
b. A steak cut from a halibut. 

1787 Hunter in Phil. Trans. LX XVII. 394 The adipose 
covering from all of the Whale kind that is brought home 
in square pieces, called flitches, 1884 [see Fiircu v.41). 

3. A slice cut lengthways from the trunk ofa tree, 
usually having the natural surface as one of its sides. 

1823 Moor Suffolk IWds., Fleeches, the portions into which 
a tree or piece of timber is cut by the saw, 1867 SmyTH 
Satlor’s Word-bk., Flitch, the outside cut or slab of a tree. 
1873 J. Ricuarps Wood-working Factories 126 In America 
lumber is..not cut first into deals or flitches for transporta- 
tion, and then sawed again to sizes, as in Europe. 1875 
T. Lasterr Tiber xxvi. 190 Those [trees] with faulty 
centres furnish .. pieces unequally sided, called flitches. 

b. Carpentry. (See quot.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 883/1 Flitch, a. One of 
several associated planks fastened side by side to form a 
compound beam, or built-beam, é A bolt of planks, united 
by the stub-shot. 

4. Comb., as flitch-beam, -ware (see quots.). 

1884 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1V. 348/1 Flttch Beam, a beam 
made in layers of material pinned together. 1750 Extis 
Mod. Husbandm. Vil. ii. 60 Flitch-ware, that which is 
turned out of the intire round part of the [beech] tree. 

Flitch (flit/), 50.2 vare. [Onomatopeic ; ef. 

Slick, switch, twttch.] A flick or stroke. 

1893 G. D. Lesuir Lett. to Marco xvi. 106 They give 
continually a little sort of jerky flitch with their wings. 

Flitch (flitf),v.1 Also fletch. [f. Friren sd.1] 
trans. &. To cut (a log) into flitches, also, to cut as 
a flitch is cut. b. To cut (halibut) into flitches or 
steaks. Hence Fli‘tching v/. sd., in quot. attrib. 

1875 T, Lasterr Zier xxvi. 193 Great care is .. neces- 
sary in .. flitching thelog. Zé7d. xxvi. 202 Planks. . flitched 
from some of the hollow trees, 1883 /isheries Exhib. 
Catal. 197 Finning and flitching knives, 1884 Kwnicur 
Dict. Mech, \V. 348 Flitching Knife, for slicing halibut 
into steaks or flitches. 

Flitch (flit{), v.2 dal. [? var. of Fuir a. ON. 
SJiytja.| a.refl, =FLITv. 4. b. tntr. for ref. =F LIT 
Dane 

1555 Abp. Parker Ps. lv. 157, I would me flitche, From 
hence to wildernes. 1787 W. Marsuatit Norfolk (1795) 
II. Gloss., /vitch, to move from place to place; as from 
farm to farm, 1857 Wricut Dict, Province. Klitch, to 
move from place to place. 

Flittchen. 0s. exc. dial. Also 4 fluechen, 
7 flitchin. [f. Fuircn sd.14+-nn 1.] =Frircu. 

1362 Lanct. P. Pl. A. x. 189 Pau3z bei don hem to 
[donmowe..] To folewen aftur be lucchen, fecche pei hit 
neuere. 1658 JZS. Jv. of Goods (Nares) Fower flitchins of 
bacon in the chimney. 1786 Loud. Mag. Mar. 158 Bacon 
As good as e’er cut off a flitchen. 1804 J. Duncums //7s¢. 
Hereford 1, 213/1 Gloss. 1879 in Miss Jacxson Shvopsh. 
Wora-bk. 

Flite, flyte (floit), st. Now dal, Forms: 
1-3 flit, 3-4, 9 flite, flitt(e, 4-5 flyt, (5 floyt, 
7 fleyte), $ flight, 8— flyte. [OE. //¢ str. neut., 
f, flitan (see next): cf. OF ris. and OS, /i/¢ (Du, 
vitjt), OHG, fizz (MHG., vitz, Ger. less diligence, 
zeal.) 

The jiitt of the Cursor M., where spelling and rime 
indicate a short vowel, is prob. a parallel formation repr. 
OE. gefiit.] 

+1. Contention, strife, a dispute; also, abuse, an 
abusive speech. Oés. 

c 1000 Ags. Ps, xlix. [l.] 2t Tozeanes sunu modor Sine Su 
settest flit. ¢ 1200 77%, Coll. Hom. 43 Ech pat is weorldes 
frend is ure drihtenes fo, and halt flit wid him. a@xz300 
Cursor M, 24537 (Cott.) Quen i..thogh apon pat juus flitt, 
pe tere fell o min ei. ¢1400 Fwaine § Gaw.93 Na mar 
moves me thi flyt Than it war a flies byt. 1600 in ‘Tytler 
Hist. Scot. (1864) 1V. 281 Fleytes and pretty taunts, 

+b. A contest, struggle. Ods. 

13..2, E, Allit. P. B. 421 Pe arc .. flote forthe with be 
flyt of pe felle wyndez. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vu. 581 ‘The 
duke of Bedforde.. had a great floyt and batayll with 
dyuers carykkes of Ieane. 

2. A scolding-match, 

1768 Ross Mort. Shep. 1,111 We'll ablins get a flyte, an’ 
ablins nane. 1816 Scorr Antig. xxxix, ‘I think maybe 
a flyte wi’ the auld housekeeper at Monkbarns .. would do 
me some gude,’ 1876 AZid. Yorksh, Gloss., There’s such 
a flite going on between them. 

Flite, flyte (floit), v. Now dial. Forms: 
Infin. 1-2 flitan, 2-3 fliten, (5 flytin), 3-6, ¢ 
flite, (3 flitte, 5-6 flight, 6 flicht, 9 fleicht, 
fleyte,) 4-flyte. a. t. 1 flat, pl. fliton, fleotun, 
4 flytte, 4-5 flot(e, 5, 5 flet(t, 5 flayt, 6 flait, 9 
dial. flate, La, pple, 1-3 fliten, 4 flytyn, 6 flyt- 











FLITTER. 


tyn. [A Com. WGer. str. vb.; OE. f#/an = OHG. 
Jitzzan to strive (MHG. wlézen to be eager; cf. 
mod.Ger. sich befleissen str., to busy oneself).] 
+1. zutr. To contend, strive ; also, to contend in 
words, chide, wrangle. Const. against, on, with, 

Beowulf 916 (Gr.) Hwilum flitende fealwe strate mearum 
mzton, ¢goo tr. Beda’s Hist. ut. xiv. [xix.] 212 Da fliton 
him on pa wergan gastas. c12z00 Trin. Coll. H1om. 81 Swo 
mote we flite togenes ure fule lustes. a 1300 Cursor M. 7556 
(Cott.) [Goliath] pus bigan on him [David] to flite. ¢ 1350 

Will. Palerne 2545 A Raber werkman. . gan flite wip pat felbe 
pat formest hadde spoke. c1440 Gesta Kom. Ixxx. 400 (Add. 
MS.) Anothere [devil] hade..made hem to chide, ande to 
flyte, ande feghte. 1535 Stewart Cvon. Scot. I]. 720 Thocht 
mony fuill throw folie with him flyte. 1598 BeErnarp Terence 
(1607) 89 He did flite or chide with him. 1725 Ramsay Gent. 
Sheph. 1. i, Sair, sair she flet wi’ me ‘tween ilka smack, 

Jig. 13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 950 pe wyndez..wropely vp- 
wafte & wrastled togeder..flytande loude, 

2. Toscold. Const. at, Now only Sc. and orth. 

1500-20 DunBAR Poewzs xxxiv. 81 The fische wyffis flett and 
swoir. a1sg2 GREENE 4 /phonsus 1. (Rtldg.) 230/1 Let me 
die if e’er I flight again. a@1605 Potwarr filyting w. 
Montgomerie 739 Why flait thou, foole? 1794 Burns 
O Steer her up, Gin she take the thing amiss, E’en let her 
flyte her fill, jo. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. xvii, ‘Sudna ye 
hae come faster up yoursells, instead of flyting at huz?’ 
1853 Reape Chr. Johnstone 70 ‘The men fight..the women 
fleicht or scold. 

b. trans. To chide, scold (a person). Ods. exc. 
Se. and xorth. 

14.. Psalms Penit. (ed. Ellis 1894) ci. 18 How he was for 
us falsly fleten [yz2ze-zwds. writen, wyten, smyten]. 1848 
Tales Kirkb. 159 ‘ Dinna flyte me, grandfather.’ 1876 Zid. 
Yorksh. Gloss. s.v., ‘He'll flite you if you do.’ f 

3. intr. ‘To debate, to dispute, although with- 
out scolding or violent language’ (Jam.). Ods. 

ax1225 Lee. Kath. 72t Me come & fatte hire to fliten wid 
pe fifti. 15.. Declar. in Scot. Poems 16th C. Il, 267 Off 
att thingis they did togedder flyte, 4 

+4. ‘To pray in the language of complaint, or 
remonstrance’ (Jam.) ; to complain. Oés. 

c1400 Melayne 563 Bot forthe he wente, his handis he 
wrange, And flote with Marye euer amange. ¢1470 Henry 
Wallace vy. 229 Flayt by him self to the Makar off buffe. 
1585 Jas. I Hss. Poesie (Arb.) 17 Or when I like great 
‘Tragedies to tell: Or flyte, or murne my fate, 

Fliter, flyter (flaiter). Ods. exc. dial, Also 
5 flytar, 6 flytter. [OE. étere, f. fitan to FLitE.] 
In OE.; A disputer. In later use: One who scolds ; 
a scold. 

a700 Epinal Gloss, 854 Rabulus, flitere. axzo0ce Mone B. 
2816 (Bosw.-Toller) Flitera, schissmaticorum. cx440 Provtp. 
Parv, 106/2 Cukstoke, for flyterys, ¢urbuscetum. a 1605 
Potwarr /lyting w. Montgomerie 733 Fond flytter! 1616 
R. Rottocke Passion 1. 500 ‘The Lord was not a flyter, 
achyder, 1868 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss., liter, a scold, 
a scolding or abusive person. 


Flitfold (flitfould). Sc. and orth. dial. [f. 
Furr v.+ Foun sé.] A fold that may be flitted or 
moyed from place to place. 

1743 R. Maxwe te Sel. Trans. 154 Flaiks, Flit-folds, or 
Hurdles, may be provided for laying them [Sheep] on the 
Summer-fallow. 1868 in Atkinson Cleveland Gloss, 


Fliting, flyting (floi'tin), 74/.5d. Now dial. 
[f. FLITE v. +-1NnG 1.] 
1. The action of the verb Fiire; contention, 


wrangling; scolding, rebuking ; ‘+a reproach. 
c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 13 ‘Vwifold speche and ilch fliting 
of worde. @1300 Cursor M. 27742 (Cott. Galba) Wreth. .it 
makes fliteing. 1435 Misyn Zire of Love g No man suld 
dar presume nor be pryde raise vp hym-self. .when flitynges 
to hym ar cast. x500-20 Dunsar Poems )xxxii. 11 May 
nane pas throw 3our principall gaittis.. For fensum flyttingis 
of defame. 1636 Rurnerrorp Le?/t. Ixxiii. (1863) I. 189 My 
meek Lord .. would not contend for the last word of flyting. 
1816 Scorr Axfig. xxxix, ‘I..maun just take what ony 
Christian body will gie, wi’ few words and nae flyting.’ 
+b. Sc. Poetical invective; chiefly, a kind of 
contest practised by the Scottish poets of the 
16th c., in which two persons assailed each other 
alternately with tirades of abusive verse. Ods. 

1508 Dunpar Poems (title), The flyting of Dunbar and 
Kennedie. 1585 Jas. I Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 63 Let all zour 
verse be Literall..bot speciallie Tumbling verse for flyting. 
a1605 Montcomerie Poems (¢itle), The Flyting betwixt 
Montgomery and Polwart. 

2. Comb.: fliting-free a., unrestricted in ad- 
mninistering rebukes. 

1637 Rutuerrorp Left, clxxxi. (1863) I. 436 Christ is 
honest, and in that is flyting-free with sinners, 1721 KeLty 
Scot. Prov, 219, I am flyting free with you. 

Flitter (flitor),s5d.! [f. Fuirv.+-rrl.] One 
who or that which flits. a. One who changes his 
dwelling. b, A fleeting thing. 

1554 BraprorD in Coverdale Lett. Mart. (1564) 323 If we 
be flitters and not dwellers (as was Loth a flitter from Segor), 
1623 tr. Favine’s Theat. Hon, i. xiii. 203 Such .. were ad- 
monished to make themselues much fairer by the goods of 
the soule; because those of the body were but flitters [orig, 
ceux du Corps ne sont que passagers). 

Flitter (flitor), 53.2 [f. Firrrer v.] 

1. A flittering motion. 

1892 Daily News 17 May 5/5 The flitter of crows. % 

2. Comb., as flitter-winged a., having wings 
that flutter; also fig. 

18z0 Keats Lamia 1. 394 The flitter-winged verse must 
tell, For truth’s sake aba woe afterwards befel. 186 
Lyrron & Fane Vannhdéuser 74 Wheel'd at will The flitter- 
winged bat round lonely towers. ; 


FLITTER. 


Plitter (flies), 50.3 [a. Ger. fitter.] ‘A minute 
square of thin metal, used in decoration; collec- 
tively, a quantity of such squares’ (Cent. Dict.). 

18.. Beck's Frnt. Dec. Art Suppl. II. 40 (Cent. Dict.) 
Strong and brilliant colors are freely used, together with gilt 
flitter, in the representation of flowering plants, fountains, 
and other devices [for window-shades]. 

Flitter (flita1), v. Also 5 fliter, (fleter), 5-— 
6 flyt(tjer. [f. Friv v.+-nr5.] 

1. intr. Of birds, etc.: To flit about, to fly with 
low or short flights; to flutter. Also with dy. 

1563 B. Goocr Lg/ogs (Arb.) 94 Euer when she rested had 
aboute she flyttered styll. 1600 F. WaLKER Sf. Mandeville 
1534, Their sight is so sharpe and pearcing, that flittering 
ouer the sea’., they see the fish through the water. 1797 
Monthly Mag. 111. 230 To mark the quick bat flitter by. 

transf, 1483 Liber Festivalis (Caxton) Ej (Pentecost), In 
lykenesse of tonges brennyng not smertyng. .lightenyng not 
fliteryng. 1544 PHarr Regin. Lyfe (1553) Bj a, The peyne 
is flyttering from one place to an other, without heuynes. 
1583 GoLpinG Calvin on Deut, xli. 245 A thought commeth 
vpon a man .. sleeping, and it flittereth before him. @ 1593 
H. Smiru Serm., Christians Practice (1637) 252 Like unto 
a shittle, which flittereth from the hand of a childe. 1823 
Lams Zia (1860) 137 The stiff-wigged living figures that 
still flitter and chatter about that area. 1878 P, W. Wyatr 
Hardrada 7 Where. .flitter the pale ghosts. 

+b. To move the wings ineffectually. In quot. 
transf. 

1598 Barck Ley Fedic. Man (1631) 209 Hee began to flitter 
with his hands, in steede of wings .. & fell downe head-long 
to the ground. 

+2. a. Of a person: To shift about in mind; to 
waver. b. Of a flower: To fade, wither. Ods. 

1542 Recorpe Gr. Artes Biiij, Many there be so vncon- 
stant of mynde, that flytter and turne with euery winde, 
1577 Harrison Exgland un. viii. (1878) mu. 53 The sunne .. 
would cause them [floures] to welke or flitter. 1847 Hau- 
WELL, /Zitter, to hang or droop. 

+ 3. To fly all about; to fly Zo or z~o dust, pieces, 
ete. Ofthe sea: To break up in foam. Oés. 

1548 Recorpe Urin. Physick v.18 Unequal [substance of 
urine] is..when it is thynner in one parte then in another, 
or flyttered out. 1557 A. Arthur (Copland) v. iv, Than the 
dragon .. smote the bore al to powder both flesh and bones 
that it flyttered all abrode on the sea. 1583 STANYHURST 
neis 1. (Arb.) 23 Cabbans, where seas doo flitter in arches, 
1664 Corton Scarronides 183 Bottle-Bear.. bounces, foams, 
and froaths, and flitters. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 126 Others 


flitter’d as ’twere, or flown all to pieces. @1677 MANTON 


Serm. Ps, cxix. 80 A sooty matter, which flitters into dust 
as soon as touched, 

4. trans. To make to flit ; to move rapidly back- 
wards and forwards; to shuffle (cards), rare, 

1864 Lowe. Fireside Trav. 243 Asaskilful juggler flitters 
the cards before you. 1893 Le GaLuienne in Westin. Gaz. 
16 Feb, 2/3 Many a silly thing That ., perks his tiny tail.. 
And flitters little wing. 

Hence +} Flittered A//. a., dispersed, scattered ; 
Fii'ttering A//. a., flitting about, fluttering ; trem- 
bling; }shifting, unstable, fleeting. 

1549-62 SterNHoLD & H. Ps, cli. (1566) 250 The dayes 
wherin I passe my life are lyke the flittering shade. 1583 
Stanyuurst A enezs ut. (Arb.) 84 Neauer dooth she laboure 
to reuoke her flittered issue. @160z2 W. Perkins Cases 
Conse. (1619) 59 These beginnings of grace .. must not be 
flittering and fleeting, but constant and setled, 1634 Mitton 
Conus 214 Thou hovering [MS. flittering] angell girt with 
golden wings. 1650 Futter Pisgah u. xiii. 270 Which .. 
lightly pressed. .becomes flittering dust. 1786 Burns Agaiz 
rejoicing Nature vi, When the lark .. mounts and sings on 
flittering wings. 1867 A. Sartoris Week in Fr. Country- 
fo, 29 'The poor flittering little nun, 

Flitter-mouse (fli'tommaus). Also 8 (9 dai.) 
flutter-. [f. FLirrerv. + Mouss, inimitation of Ger. 
fledermaus (OHG. fledermits, MHG. vledernis) 
or Du. vledermuts (in Kilian vledder-muys), f. 
the vb. which appears in OHG. as fledarén to 
flutter. Cf. FnickEr-, FLinpeRMousE.}] <A bat. 

1547 Boorvr rev. Health \vi. 25 b, The bloude of a backe 
or flytter mouse, 1637 B. Jonson Sad Shefh. u. ii, Giddy 
flitter-mice with leather wings! 1725 Stoane Yamaica II. 
530 Vespertilio, the Batt or Flutter-mouse. 1870 SwInpuRNE 
Less. § Stud. (1875) 39 ‘The dreadful daylight has come, the 
flitter-mouse is blind. 

b. Used as a term of playful endearment. 

1610 B. Jonson Adch. v. iv, My fine flitter-mouse, My bird 
o’ the night. ~ : 

Flittern, Also 9 dia. flittering. +a. A strip 
of the wood of a young oak tree (0d5.). b. dial. 
A young oak, 

1682 J. Cottins Making Salt 21 These Trees to be bound 
together .. with flitterns or pieces of Oak, or cross Bars. 
1863 J. R. Wise New Forest xvi, 183 The tops of the oaks 
are termed, when lopped, the‘ flitterings’, 1876 Bzl/ ef Sale 
in Hanipsh. Gloss, (1883) s.v., Oak-trees and clean oak flit- 
terns with their tops, lops, and bark. 

Comd., as flittern bark (see quot.). 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Flittern Bark, the bark of 
young oak-trees, as distinguished from that of old oak-trees 
which is called timber bark and is less valuable to tanners. 

Flitters (fli:to1z), 5d. 7. Now dial. [Altered 
form of Firrers, associated with Fuirrer v.] 
¥ragments, torn pieces; splinters, tatters. Chiefly 
in phrases, as ¢o dash, break or tear into, to litters. 

16z0 R. WALLER in Lismore Papers (1887) Ser. u. Il. 247 
‘They two are torne all to flitters, 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le 
Blanc’s Trav. 90 They .. broak the ship to flitters. «1734 
Nortu Z-ravz. 1. ii. § 123 (1740) 97 Dashed into Flitters at 
aStroke c1817 Hoce Zales Ae 205 Flesh. .that was 
hanging in dark flitters about the spine. é 
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_Plitter-tri:pe, sd. rave. App. a rustic or 
jocular synonym for ‘tripe’. 

1822 T. Mircurety Aristoph. 11. 284 (Wasps), Your woofs 
of Ecbatane Resemble much the breed of flitter tripes. 1830 
tr. Aristophanes’ Wasps 158 At Ecbatana is the woof com- 
posed of flitter-tripe ? 

Flittery, a. rare—1. 

1839 CoterinGE Lit, Rem. IV. 287 Can anything be more 
flittery and special pleading than Skelton’s objections? 

Flitting (flitin), 022. sd. [f. Furr v.+-1ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Furr, in various senses. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 2015 (Cott.) Sua lang wit flitting he bam 
sloght, pat wine treis he bam wroght. 1529 More Com/, 
agst. Trib. u. Wks. 1177/2 Yet will he rather abide it and 
suffer, then by the flyttynge from it, fall in y® dyspleasure 
of God. 1695 Woopwarp Wat. Hist. Earth 1. (1723) 46 The 
Sea’s continual flitting and shifting its Chanel. 182x CLARE 
Vill. Minstr. Il. 77 ‘The flittings of the shrieking bat. 

2. esp. The action of removing from one abode 
to another ; a removal. Now chiefly zorth. and Sc. 
Moonlight flitting : removal by moonlight, i.e. by 
night or by stealth. 

¢1z00 OrmIN 10781 Forr Galileo bitacnebb uss Flittinng 
onn Ennglissh spache. a@1300 Cursor MZ. 12518 (Cott.) Pai 
..to bethleem pair flitting made. 1623 Liste d/ric on 
O. §& N. Test, 21 The people returned from Chaldea 
to Iury.. seventy yeeres after their flitting, 3172x Kretty 
Scot. Prov. 145 He has taken a Moon light flitting. 1787 
Grose Prov. Gloss. s.v. Flit, Two flittings are as bad as 
one fire. 1804 Scorr Let. to Ellis 1 Aug. in Lockhart, 
I had to superintend a removal, or what we call a flitting. 

b. concr. The goods, furniture, etc. removed 
from one place to another at ‘a flitting’. Hence, 
Baggage, stores. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3919 (Cott.) pai bi night pam stal away, 
Wijf and barn, wit flitting hale. cx1g253 WynToun Cron. 
Vill. xxxvili. 50 De Schip-men sone .. Twrsyt on twa Hors 
pare flyttyng. cxz470 Henry Wadlace 1. 396 All this forsuth 
sall in our flytting ga. 1637 Rutuerrorp Le?z. ccl. (1863) 
II. 158 Those who would take the world and all their flitting 
on their back, and run away from Christ. 1823 J. Witson 
Trial Marg. Lyndsay ix. 68 ‘Aye, aye, here’s the flitting.. 
frae Braehead.’ 

+ 3. Sustenance, maintenance. Cf. Fut z. 9. 

axz225 St. Marher. 22 I pine of prisun ber ha wes iput in, 
ich hire fluttunge fond ant fleschliche fode. c1230 Hadi 
Meid. 27 Me beheoued his help to fluttunge & to fode. 

Flitting (flitin), //. a. [f. Furr v. + -1ne2.] 

1. That moves from place to place; moving, 
roving, migratory. Ods. exc. dial. 

c1425 WynTOUN Cvov, vi. xviii. 379 De flyttand Wod pai 
callyd ay Dat lang tyme eftyre-hend bat day. 1613 PurcHas 
Pilgrimage (1614) 702 In their flitting wanderings. 1764 
Harmer Observ. 1. ii. 51 ‘This flitting kind of life. 1829 
J. R. Best Pers. § Lit. Mem. 352 In the course of my 
moving, or, as they call it in Lincolnshire my flitting life. 

+ 2. Shifting, unstable ; variable, inconstant. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) 1v. xxix. (1859) 61 Yf a gouer- 
nour be not stablé, but varyaunt and flytting fro veray 
stedfastness, 1590 SpENSER /, Q. 1. xi. 18 The yielding 
ayre, which nigh too feeble found Her flitting parts. 1669 
Woopuneap St, Tevesau. xi. 91 The Imagination. . not flitting, 
butsuch, as in apprehending and fixing on a thing, there 
stays. 1697 DRYDEN 2xerd x. 484 It [the spear] stop’d at 
once the Passage of his Wind, And the free Soul to flitting 
Air resign’d. } 

+3. Fleeting, transitory; evanescent, unsubstan- 
tial. Oés. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, m1. pr. vi. 78 How veyne and how 
flittyng a ping it is. cx1qoo Test. Love u. Chaucer's Wks. 
(1532) 343 b, Howe passynge is the beautie of flesshly bodyes? 
more flyttynge than mouable floures of sommer, @1563 
Brcon Fewel of Foy Wks. 1563 II. 34 That oure ioye and 
reioysyng in the Lorde be not flittynge, transitorye, and of 
smal continuaunce. 1614 Be. Hatt Necoll, Treat. 455 What 
is more flitting than time? 1725 Pore Odyss. x. 587 The 
rest are forms of empty A<ther made, Impassive semblance 
and a flitting shade. 

+4. Floating in water. Ods.— 

c1425 Found. St. Bartholomew's 43 Oone of them oonly 
cleuyd to the flittynge maste. 

5. Making short rapid flights; darting lightly 
from point to point; gliding rapidly and softly ; 
coming intermittently into momentary view. 

1620 Quares east for Wormes 1207 Conuay’d with speed 
vpon the nimble wing Of flitting Fame. 1703 Porr 7hebais 
132 Swift as she pass‘d, the flitting ghosts withdrew. 1746-7 
Hervey Medit, (1818) 223 The flitting birds and humming 
bees. 1794 Mrs. Ranciirre Myst. Udolpho vii, The ocean's 
misty bed, With flitting sails. 1798-9 CoLeripce Love vii, 
She listened with a flitting blush. 1862 Mrs. H. Woop 
Mrs. Hallib. mt, xv, A flitting smile playing on his lips. 

Hence Fli'ttingly adv.; Fli'ttingness. 

1847 Craic, /littingly. 1860 in WorcesTER (citing CoLr- 
RIDGE). 1884 G. Gissinc Unclassed III. v. ii. 22 A slight 
wrinkle might show itself flittingly here and there. a1680 
Cuarnock Attrib. God Wks. 1684 I. 231 This flittingness in 
our Nature. 

+ Flitty, «. Ods. [f. Fur v.+-y1.] Flitting, 
unstable, flighty. 

1642 H. More Song of Soul u.1.1. xi, Busying their brains 
in the mysterious toyes Of flittie motion, = 
 Tience Fli‘ttiness, instability, volatility. 

1692 Br. Horkins E.xfos. Lord’s Prayer etc. 314 This 
would fix that Volatileness and Flittiness of our Memories. 

+Flitwite. Obs. OZ. Law. [OE. *ttwite, f. 
fiét Furry sb.1 + Wirn.] A fine for brawling. 

c 1340 Hicprn Polychr. 1, 96 [In a list of OE. law terms] 
Flitwite, id est, emenda proveniens pro contentione, 1687 
Srerman Gloss. Flitwite & Scotice Flichtwite significant, 
mulctam ob contentiones, rixas, et jurgia impositam, 
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Flix (fliks). See also Frick sd. [Of unknown 
origin ; possibly connected with Fiy v.] The fur 
of various quadrupeds ; the down of a beaver. 

1666 DryDEN Ann, Mirad, cxxxii, His warm breath blows 
her flix up as she lies. 1757 Dyer //eece (1807) 80 The 
beaver’s flix Gives kindliest warmth to weak enervate limbs, 
1818 MitMAN Savor 1x. 441 The gray flix of the wolf. 

transf. 1864 Browninc Dram. Pers., Gold Hair iv, Hair, 
such a wonder of flix and floss. 

Flix, obs. form of Fiux. 

Plizz ({fliz), v. dial. In 7 flizze. [onomatopeeic ; 
cf. whiz.] (See quot.) Hence Flizzing vl. sd. 

1674 Ray V.C. Words 18 Flizze, to Fly off. Ibid., Flizzing, 
a Splinter, 1867 Smyru Sailor's Word-bh., Flizzing, the 
passage of a splinter. 

+ Flo. Ods. Forms: 1 flé(a, 3 fla(a, 3-5 flo, 
(7 floe). 7. 1 flén, (3 flan), 3-4 flon, (5 floon, 
flone). [OE. #@ wk. fem.] An arrow. 

c893 K. ASirreD Ovos. 11. ix. §14 Der weard Alexander 
purhscoten mid anre flan. c1zos Lay. 1844 Heo letten 
gliden heora flan. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 394 Pat me ne 
my3te no3t yse bote harewen & flon. c1305 St. Christopher 
207 in £. LZ. P. (1862) 65 Hi schote him to stronge debe wip 
wel kene flo. c1400 Gamelyn 648 Yeldeth up 30nge men 
3oure bowes & 3o0ure flone. c1450 Robyn & Gandeleyn v. in 
Child Ballads vy. cxv. 12/2 Robyn bent his joly bowe, Per 
in he set a flo, 1623 Cockeram, Zoe, an Arrow. 

Flo, obs. form of Fuay v, 

Float (flout), 5d. Forms: 1 flot, 3-7 flote, (4-6 
flot, 5 floote, floit, floyt(e, 7 flotte), 6-7 floate, 
6- float. [Several distinct formations, ultimately 
from the Teut. root flewt-, flaut-, flot- (see FLEET 
v.), seem to have coalesced. 1. OF. //ot str. neut. 
(dat. /lote) action or state of floating ; the formally 
equivalent ON. /flo¢ has also the sense ‘scum, grease’ 
(see Fuor), 2. OE. flota wk. masc.=ON. /lote 
ship, boat, fleet. 3. In many of its senses the sb. 
appears to have been a new formation on FLoat v. 
4. In some senses it may be an adoption of, or 
influenced by, the F. flotte (OF. flote and floc), 
verbal nouns f. flotter to FLOAT. 

Cognate words, with senses corresponding to some of those 
of float, are OHG. 76g masc. (MHG. vldg masc., mod.G. 
Jioss neut.) raft, buoy, fishing-net, also stream :—-OTeut. 
*flauto-z; and OHG. flogza (MHG, vlogge, mod.Ger. fZosse) 
fem., fin, swimming-bladder, cork float :—OTeut. */ota ; 
an OE, */Zotu, corresponding to the latter, may possibly be 
the source of sense 8.] 

I. The action or state of floating or flowing. 

1. The action of floating or + swimming. Now 
rare. +¥ormerly also, the condition of floating 
or of being on the water ; es. in phrase ox (rarely 
at) float=A¥FLOAT. ‘+ Upon the float: floating on 
the stream ; also fig. in an unsettled condition. 

With ox or at float cf. the synonymous ON. é loti, F. & 
Jiot (OF. a flote). For instances of ov flote before 15th c., 
see AFLOAT. 

axzo00 Elene 226 (Gr.) Ongan pa ofstlice eorla mengu to 
flote fysan, c1250 Gen. § Lx, 162 God.. ta3zte fuel on 
walkene his flizt, Ilc fis on water his flotes mizt._ 1497 Ld. 
Treas. Accts. Scot. (1877) I. 378 Yo ger hir [a ship] com on 
floit. 1570-6 LamBARDE Peramb, Kent (1826) 117 A ship 
being on flote at the full sea. 1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 
Eng. Ut. xxiv. (1739) 110 When both Winds and Currents are 
uncertain, to ride at flote, till [etc.]. 1652 AsHmote 7 heat. 
Chen. Prol, x Past Ages have like Rivers conveied downe 
to us (upon the floate), the more light, and Sophisticall 
pieces of Learning. 1693 Lurrrett Srief Kel. (1857) UL. 
241 The next spring tide two fourth rates will also be putt 
on float, 1761 Chron. in Aun. Reg. 68/1 The Richmond 
soon afterwards got on float, 1768-74 Tucker Zt, Nat. II. 
xvi. 60 Our ideas being perpetually upon the float. 1817 
Keats Calidore, And now the sharp keel of his little boat 
Comes up with ripple and with easy float. 

b. ¢vansf. Buoyant motion through the air. _ 

1807 W. Taytor in Az, Rev, V. 553 [He] must bid his 
pupil saw the air .. and stamp the earth .. if he means to 
produce the desirable float of arm, and radiation of leg. 


+2. The flux or flood of the tide. “¢. and fig. 


At float, in float: at high water; in quots. fig. 
1594 Gesta Grayorum in Nichols Progr. Q. Eliz. (18c7) 
ILI. 317 Cynthias rays, Whose drawing virtues govern and 
direct The flots and re-flots of the ocean. 1594 Hooker 
Leet. Pol. ix. § 4 Our trust in the Almighty is that with us 
contentions are now at their highest float. 1622 Bacon 
Hen, VII, 139 Hee being now in Float for Treasure. 1633 
Forp Love's Sacr.u. ili, Though the float Of infinite desires 
swell to a tide. 1642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St. u, xxi. 141 
Men of his profession have as well an ebbe of riot, as a flote 
of fortune. 1797 Mrs. Bennetr Beggar Girl (1813) V- 182 
With all her animal spirits in the fullest float of exhilaration, 
+3. A wave, billow. Zi. and fig. Also, the sea. 
¢1477 Caxton Yason 114 In trauersing the wawes and 
flotes of the see. 1603 Knoties /7ist. Turks (1621) 1304 
A man which did swimme continually in the flotes of incon- 
stancie. 1610 SHaxs. Ye. 1. ii. 234 The rest 0’ th’ Fleet 
.. are ypon the Mediterranian Flote Bound sadly home for 
Naples. 1655 Jennincs tr. ZZise 2 The mutinous flotes 





_ which beat the flanks of this great Bark. 


+b. fg. Agitation of mind. Obs. 

1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tint. 396/2 [They] haue not 
onely those flotes which the faithfull haue, when they feele 
themselues narrowly besette, but are hornemadde. ; 

+4, An overflow from a river, etc.; a flood; Zz. 
and fig. On (@) float: in flood, flooded; = AFLoar 
3; also fig. Obs. 

1877 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 317 Where a little 
before men went on foote, all then was on flote. 1890 T, 
Watson Zeglog. Walsingham 46 Poems (Arb.) 153 That your 


“ 


FLOAT. 


Pzegasean springs may leap their bound and from their floate 
maie seas ot teares distill. 1627 May Lucaz iv. 150 In their 
Nilus floats (guum tenet omnia Nilus. 1664 Iloddan 
fF. iii. 28 That every brook burst forth on float. 1749 
FirtpinG Zoe Jones v. iii, A very trifling accident set all 
his passions again on float. 1763 WxiraKker Sev. 30 June 
(1767) 37 How soon may we expect to see .. a float of vice 
and error overspread our Jerusalem? 

transf. 1523 SKELTON Garl. Laurel 335 Closters engrosyd 
with his [Bacchus’] ruddy flotis. 

+b. A side-stream or back-water. 

1629 H. Burton Babel no Bethel Ep. Ded. 4 A continuall 
current, that so merrily driues the Popish mills about, and 
sets ours in a back water or float. 

+ II. 5. The liquor in a dye-vat. Ods. 

a1soo £, £. Misc. (Warton Club) 88 When the madere is 
in flotte; breke hit smalle, that ther be no ballys. /d/d., 
‘Tylle that the flote that is in the lede begynne to sethe. 

ITI. A floating object. 

6. A mass of weeds, ice, etc. floating on the 
surface of water. 

1600 Haxtuyr Voy, IIL. 415 For the space of fifty leagues 
--we alwayes found swimming on the sea certaine flotes of 
weedes of a ships length, and of the bredth of two ships. 
1692 R. L’Esrrance Madles clxxxix. 158 ‘They-took it at 
first for a Ship .. but it proy’d at last to be no more then a 
Float of Weeds and Rushes. 1827 Hone Every-day Bh. 
II. 108 The river. .casting forth. . floats of ice like millstones. 
1845 StocquELer Handbh. Brit. India (1854) 412 ‘The heads 
of the sedges, reeds, and other plants of the float are now 
cut off and laid upon its surface. 

7. a. A raft or raft-like construction. 

1535 CoveRDALE 2 Chron. ii. 16 And so wyll we hewe. y® 
tymber vpon Libanus .. and wyll brynge it by flotes in the 
See ynto Iapho. 1697 Damrirr Voy. I. 189 A little before 
the Bark blew up he saw a small Float on the Water, and 
as it appeared, a Man on it. 1844 Hull Dock Act 89 'To 
remove any floats or rafts of timber. 

b. A flat-bottomed boat. Also a boat-load. In 
quot. 1890=/fire-float. See also fishing-float. 

1557 Nortu Guevara's Diall Pr. 260a/1 ‘Vhe Flote that 
came oute of Cetin with salte, oyle, and honye. 1611 Speep 
Hist. Gt. Brit. v1. liv. § 10. 280 An of-spring of the Britaines 
embarked in Flotes. 1774 J. Bryant AZythol. 11, 197 The 
Patriarch and his family were inclosed in an ark, or covered 
float. 1776 G. Semete Building in Water 34 We. .filled up 
the Vacancy..by throwing in several Floats of Clay. 1882 
Sir R. Payne-Gattwey /ow/ler in Trel. 25 The punts, or 
‘floats’ as they are there [Wexford] called, are about fifteen 
feet long. 1890 7%es 25 Apr. 10/2 Vhe four river floats 
were directed to be brought from their moorings to the fire. 

8. A floating appliance for supporting something 
in the water. 

a. The cork or quill used to support a baited 
line, showing by its movement when a fish bites. 

a1450 Treat, Hysshynge (1883) 16 Ye schall make 3owr 

flotes in bys wise. @1609 Dennys Sec. Angling 1. in Arb. 
Garner J, 153 Your rod, line, float and hook. 1867 F. 
Francis Angling. (1880) 9 Vhe floats should be proportioned 
to the depth and strength of the stream, 

b. A cork or other light substance used to sup- 
port a fishing-net, etc. in the water. 

1577 B. Goocer /ereshach's Hush. 1. (1586) 110 The Corke 
hath the thickeste barke..Of his barke, are made .. Floates 
for fishing nettes. 1883 /isheries Exhib. Catal, 12 Herring- 
net Floats. .Mackerel-net Floats, 

¢e. A hollow or inflated part or organ that sup- 
ports an animal in the water. Hence used in 


Florida as a name for the genus Veled/a of meduse. 
1832 LyeLt Princ. Geol. 11. 108 This ‘common oceanic 
snail’ derives its buoyancy from an admirably contrived 
float. 1888 Riverside Nat. Hist. 1.107 Velella. .is commonly 
called in Florida, where it is sometimes very abundant, the 
float’. 
d. In yarious other applications (see quots.). 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech, 1. 883/2 Float .. an inflated bag 
or pillow to sustain a person in the water. 1880 Lumber- 
man’s Gas, 28 Jan., Cribs are formed of about 20 sticks of 
timber fastened between two logs called ‘floats’. 1883 
Fisheries Exhib, Catal. (ed. 4) 45 Resfirator..a small 
nipple in the mouth with flexible tube supported by a float. 

9. a. A hollow metallic ball, a piece of whin- 
stone, etc., used to regulate the water-level in a 
boiler or tank. 

_ 1752 Smeaton in Phil. Trans, (1754) XLVII. 436 What 
is peculiar to this engine is a float within the receiver, 
composed of a light ball of copper. 1856 J. Bourne Catech. 
Steam engine i. (ed. 4) 154 The float is usually formed of 
stone or iron. 

b. The small piece of ivory on the surface of the 
mercury in the cistern of a barometer. 

1855 in Ogilvie Supp7. 

10. Theatr. pl. The footlights ; collect. sing. the 
row of footlights. 

1862 Dickens Let. 24 Jan. II]. 212 Pauline trotting 
about in front of the float. 1871 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 
II. 291/1 Patent gas floats, for theatrical purposes. /did. 
291/2 The range of Argand burners composing the float are 
arranged upside down. 1884 L. WinGFIELp in Fortn. Rev. 
Apr, 476 A marvel, because it moved behind the floats. 

1. One of the boards of an undershot water- 
wheel or of a paddle-wheel; a float-board. 

161r Fiorito, A/a..the flot of a Water-mill-wheele. 1731 
Beicuton in PAdl. Trans. XXXVII. 10 The Force on the 
Floats 18 Ct. golb. 1806 Trevirnick Let, in Life (1872) 
I. 327, I wish to know the size of the floats on the wheel. 
1856 J. Bourne Catech. Steam Engine viii. (ed. 4) 323 The 
paddle floats are usually made either of elm or pine. 

‘V. Something broad, level, and shallow. 

12. Brewing. A broad shallow yat used for cool- 

ing. ? Obs, 


{Cf. Du. woot fem. a broad shallow wooden “vessel for 








334 


creaming milk; also F’,_/Zo¢¢e, mentioned in 16th c. as part 
of a brewer's stock-in-trade (Littré).] 

1413 £. £, Wills (1882) 22 Y be-quethe..I gravers, an 
aflot,an a planer. 1616 Surrt. Marku. Country Varme 
587 Other vesselles called flotes or coolers, and they be 
broad like vnto the fats, but only one foot deepe. 

13. One of the wooden frames attached to the 
sides, front, or back of a wagon or cart to increase 
the carrying capacity. 

1686 PLor Staffordsh. 354 A Cart that had its floats sup- 
ported, with standards erected upon the ends of the Axles. 
1887 in Kent Gloss. 

14. A low-bodied, crank-axled cart, used for 
carrying heavy articles, live stock, ete. 

1866 Daily Tel. 23 Feb. 3/4 The pikes and handles were 
removed in a float in the presence of a large crowd. 1891 
Sheffield Gloss. Suppl., Float, a deep cart..used for carry- 
ing pigs to market. 

b. A platform on wheels, having a spectacular 
display arranged upon it, used in a procession. 

1888 Boston (Mass.) Frul. 13 Sept. 2/4 A parade two 
miles long was composed of gay floats of all sorts of food- 
supplies. 1889 Pall A/all G. 3 Oct. 6/3 A series of Floats 
representative of the Seven Centuries of the Mayoralty of 
London. 

+15. A unit of measurement for embanking work. 

1707 Mortimer /7usd, xiv. 309 They [banks] are measured 
by the Float or Floor, which is eighteen foot square and 
one deep. 

V. In various senses corresponding with senses 
of FLoat », 

16. A tool for ‘ floating’ or making level. 

a. Plastering. A trowel or rule for giving a 
plane surface to the plaster. Also float-riule. 

1703 Moxon Afech, Exerc. 249 Floats, made of Wood, 
with handles to them, 1823 P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 380 
It is then spread, or rather splashed, upon the wall by a float 
made of wood, 1853 Dict. Arch. (Arch. Publ. Soc.), /Voat 
or Yloat Rule. 1876 Rivingtons’ Notes Build. Constr. 1. 
400 The surface is then gone over with a smaller hand 
float. 

b. A file having parallel, but not diagonal, rows 
of teeth; a single-cut file. 

1750 Buancxney Naval Expositor, Float is an Instrument 
used by the Smiths to make their Work smooth, instead of 
a File. 188z Greener Guz 230 The two coils being joined 
-.the barrels are heated, and the surplus metal removed 
with a float, 

ce. A tool used by bowyers, represented in the 
arms of the Bowyers’ Company. Ods. exe. Her. 

It is pictured as a flat plate with teeth on the under side 
and a handle at the top. 

1823 in Crass Techn, Dict. 1828-40 Birry Excycl. Her. 
I. Uj, Bowyers.. Sa. on a chev. betw. three floats or, as 
many mullets of the first. 

d. Various. (See quots.) 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 883/2 Float..10 a polishing- 
block used in marble-working. A xununer. ILbid., Float. . 
6 the serrated plate used by shoemakers for rasping off the 
ends of the pegs inside the boot or shoe. 

17. A dock or place where vessels may float. 

1840 uid. Hull Docks Comimiss. 207 The old rivers at 
Bristol have been penned up, and they are now made floats. 
1867 in Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk. 

18. One of the trenches used in ‘ floating’ land. 

1785 W. Marsnatt Midland Co. (1790) 1. 278 The floats are 
trenches, receiving, by the means of floodgates. .the waters 
of a river, brook, or rivulet, and conveying it along the 
upper margin, and upon the tops of the..swells of the 
field of improvement. 

Tin-mining. (See quot.) 

1778 Pryce Mineral. Cornub. 137 [The blast] smelts the 
Tin [and] forces it out. .into a moorstone trough six feet and 
a half high, and one foot wide, called the Float. 

20. Geol. and Mining. 

a. Loose rock or isolated masses of ore brought 
down by the action of water from their original 
formation. Also short for float-ore. Chiefly U.S. 

1814 Brackenrince Louisiana 146 That kind of ore called 
floats, 1880 L. Wattace Ben-Hur vin. v. 503 Through the 
yocky float in the hollows of the road the agate hoofs 
drummed. 1885 W. Naty in Zyvans. Cumb. §& Westm. 
Antig. Soc. VIII. 7 Lead ores were then classified by 
miners as float and shoad ore, or float and shoad. 

b. (See quot.) 

1883 GrestEy Gloss. Coal Mining, Float, a clean rent or 
fissure in strata unaccompanied by dislocation. 

21. MWeaving. The passing of weft-threads over 
a portion of the warp without being interwoven 
with it; also the group or mass of thread so 
passed. 

1863 J. Watson Art Weaving 141 A contrivance that 
would. .prevent Floats without any other drawback, would 
be a very good thing. 1882 Morris eae § Fears Art 
iv. 150 The latter eke out their gaudy feebleness with spots 
and ribs and long floats. 

22. U.S. (See quot.) 

1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. 11. 93 Who..whenever 
a good tract of land is ready for sale, cover it over with 
their /oats, (warrants of the required habitation), and thus 
put down competition. 

23. U.S. A voter open to bribery. Cf. Froarer. 

1885 Pall Mall G. 6 Nov. 2 Something like one-twelfth 
of the remaining voters are ‘ floats’—that is, men who are 
looking for money. 

VI. 24. Comb., as float-ball, the ball of a 
ball-cock ; float-barrel, ?a barrel used as a float 
for a fishing-net; float-bladder (see sense 8 c); 
float-board, one of the boards of an undershot 


water-wheel ; one of the paddles of a paddle- 


FLOAT. 


wheel; float-bridge, a bridge of floats or rafts; 
float-case, = Caisson 2d; float-copper (see 
Jfloat-mineral); float-cut a., (of a file) cut in the 
manner of a float (see sense 16 b); float-fescue, 
a variety of fescue-grass (/estuca); float-file, a 
single-cut file; float fish (see quot.) ; float-fishing, 
fishing with a line and float (sense 8a); float-fox- 
tails, a variety of A/lopfecurus or fox-tail grass ; 
float-gauge (see quot.); ‘+float-glassed a., 
mirrored in the wayes; float-gold (see /loat- 
mineral); float-light, a light-ship; float-line, 
a perpendicular line drawn from a float on the 
surface of a fluid to a specified point. below the 
surface ; float-mineral, fragments of ore detached 
and carried away by the action of water or by 
erosion ; also, fine particles of metal which are 
detached in the process of stamping and do not 
readily settle in water; float-net, a net supported 
by floats; + float-ore, a kind of seaweed; float- 
ore’, float-quartz (see /loat-mineral); float- 
shooter, one who goes shooting wild-fow]l from 
a punt at night; float-valve (see quot.). Also 
FLOAtT-BOAT, FLOAT-GRASS, FLOAT-STONE. 

1824 R. Stuart Hist. Steam Engine 156 Having a *float- 
ball 0, which opens and shuts the valve ~. x189r Brack 
Donald Ross 1. 266 Lobster-creels and *float-barrels, 1866 
Hartwic Sea § Wond. xvii. (ed. 3) 354 A large *float- 
bladder. 1719 Desacutiers Lap. Philos. (1744) Il. 425 
It is no Advantage to have a great Number of *Float- 
Boards. 1858 Larpner Handbk. Nat. Phil. 135 Breast 
wheels.—This class of water wheels resemble in their form 
and construction the undershot wheel—the float-boards, 
however, being closer together. 1692 Szege Lymerich 14 
This day was chiefly spent in removing our *Float-Bridge 
nearer the Town. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 883/2 
*float-case. 1881 Raymonv Mining Gloss., *Float-Copper 
-. fine scales of metallic copper .. which do not readily 
settle in water. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech, Engin., 
*Float-Cut..a file having single lines of cutting teeth 
only. 1759 B. Srittincri. Grasses in Misc. Tracts (1762) 
387 The grass .. proved to be the *flote Fescue. 1834 
Brit. Hush. 1, xxxiii. 520 The flote fescue, flote fox-tails, 
and rough-stalked poa. 1794 W. Hurcuinson //ist, 
Cumberland J, 27/x note, After they have spawned they 
[Salmon] are called *float fish. 1883 Fisheries Exhib, 
Catal. p.xxxiy, Some apparatus for “float-fishing. 1816-20 
T. Green Univ. Herbal 1. 81 Alopecurus Geniculatus, 
*Flote Fox-tail Grass. 1834 [See /loat-/escue above.] 1888 
Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., *Float Gauge, a water 
gauge, where the height of water in a steam boiler is regis- 
tered by means of a float, 1632 Lirucow 7vav, 1.5 Where 
*flot-glass’d Nymphs, the Circe fled, Greeks enstal. 1881 
Raymonp AZining Gloss., *loat-gold, Pac{ific]. 1890 Pald 
Mall G, 28 May 2/x If, on the other hand, you crush too 
fine, you get ‘float gold’. 1819 J. Honcson in J. Raine 
Mem. (1857) 1. 265 The *float-light in sight (a vessel anchored 
inthe deeps), 1833 Herscuer A ston. 1.155 The difference 
of the two “float lines gives the height in question. 1647 
R. Srarytron Fuvenal 31 A retiarius, or net-bearer, so 
named from a kind of *floate net, which he carryed_ in his 
hand. 1602 Carew Cornwall 27b, This *Floteore is now 
and then found naturally formed like rufs, combs, and such 
like, 1683 Pettus (eta Min. 1. (1686) 6 Also all *float or 
Easy-flowing oars. 1881 RaymMonp Mining Gloss., Float- 
ore, water-worn particles of ore. 1872 — Statist. Mines § 
Mining 212 A section of country twenty miles long .. is 
covered with *float quartz, 1882 Sir R. Payne-Gatlwry 
Fowler in Irel. 27 Two *float-shooters, lying low in their 
boats on the look-out for fowl. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 
I. 885/2 *loat-valve, a valve actuated by a float so as to 
open or close the port, according to the level of the 
liquid. 

Float (flout), v. Pa. ¢. and fa. pple. floated. 
Forms; 1 flotian, 3 floten, flotten, 4 flotie(n, 
4-7 flote, (8 floate), 6- float. /a. ¢, 4 flotte. 
Pa. pple. 7 flote. [OE. flotéian = MDu. vidten, 
ON. jlota:—OTeut. *flotdjan, f. *flot- weak grade 
of root of */ewtan to float or flow: see FLEET v. 
The development of sense in ME. was doubtless 
influenced by the synonymous OF. /lofer (mod.F. 

Jflotter), Sp. flotar, It. fiottare:—med.L. type 
*floltare, f. O'Teut. */lotto- f. the same root as Eng. 


float.| 
I. Intransitive senses. 
1. To rest on the surface of any liquid; to be 


buoyed up ; to be or become buoyant. 

ax100 O. E. Chron. an. 1031 (Parker MS.) Beo an scip 
flotizgende swa neh ban Jande swa hit nyxt maze. c¢ 1200 
Vices & Virt. (1888) 33 Ele..wile flotten ouer alle wztes. 
1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. (1493) 131b/t Whan the tyme 
approched of the passyon of our lord thys tree. .floted aboue 
the water. 1585 J. B. tr. Viret’s Sch. Beastes D vb, Hal- 
cions..builde their houses..the which may flote..uppon 
the Sea. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. £f. 1v. vi. 193 Men 
being drowned and sunke, doe float the ninth day. 1782 
Cowrer Royal George 30 Her timbers yet are sound, And 
she may float again. 1878 Huxtrey Physiogr. iv. 57 Ice 
floats readily on water. 

Jig. 1773 Gray Let. in Cor”. (1843) 151 All that floated on 
the surface of my mind is faded away and gone. 

b. Of a stranded vessel; To get off the ground, 


to get afloat. 
1099 Dampier Voy, II. 111. 98 Our ship did not float then, 
nor the next Tide neither. 
e. fig. Zo float in one’s cups: to be half drunk, 
‘half seas over’, 
1630 Wapswortn Sf. Pilgr. vi. 58 M, P. floting in his 
Cups, began a discourse. 


FLOAT. 


2. To move quietly and gently on the surface of 
a liquid, participating in its motion. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 24833 (Cott.) Forth pai floted on pat 
flod. 13.. &. FE. Adlit, P, C. 248 A wylde walterande 
whal..bi pat bot flotte. 31g70-6 LamparpE Pevamb. Kent 
(1826) 325 The Corps now..floted up and down the River. 
1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. \xvi. 268 Upon a very 
little raft, where we floated at the mercy of the waves. 
ha Burns Peg Nicholson, Now she’s floating down the 

ith, 1836 W. Irvine Astoria I, 126 The boat floating 
near to him he seized hold of it. 

Jig. 1752 YounG Brothers i. i, The vulgar float as 
passion drives. 1790 Parry Hore Paul. i. 3 To have 
floated down upon the stream of general tradition. 1832 
Examiner 802/1 The new Parliament will float with the 
stream of public opinion. 1869 Lecky Europ. Mor. I. iii. 
397 Christianity floated into the Roman Empire on the 
wave of credulity. 

tb. transf. of a person: To move up and 
down ; be conversant. Odés. 

¢ 1315 SHOREHAM 21 Tha3 he her were inne hys manhode 
Amanges ous to flotie. mn 

ce. quasi-¢rans, =to float upon. 

1705 J. Patties Blexheim 236 Upborne By frothy billows 
thousands float the stream In cumbrous mail. 1829 CLARE 
Autumn in Anniver. 76 Weeds, That float the water’s brim. 

3. To be suspended 7x a liquid with freedom to 
move ; also, to move freely beneath the surface. 
+ Of a fish: To swim. 

1596 Spenser /. Q. vil. vii. 21 The fish, still floting, doe 
at random range. 1696 Wuiston 7%, Earth mt. (1722) 278 
The Parts of the present upper Strata ..floated in the 
Waters among one another uncertainly. 1727 Swirr Gud- 
fiver i. viii. 165 My box..floated about five feet depth in 
water. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 437 The mass of mother-cells 
. floats entirely free in the fluid that fills the sporangium. 

b. To be drenched or flooded ; to ‘run’, ‘ swim’. 
Hee. (GG aK) 

1725 Pore Odyss. xi. 452 The pavements float with guilty 
gore. 

+4. To move unsteadily to and fro like an object 
on the surface of a liquid ; to oscillate, undulate ; 
Jig. to vacillate, waver. Ods. 

1598 Bacon Sacr. Medit, vi. (Arb.) 113 A state of minde, 
which in all doubtfull expectations is setled and floteth not. 
1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 190 Let the instru- 
ment rest till the Water has done floating. 1716 CoLLieR 
re Nazianzen 8 Their Mother .. floated between Joy and 

ear. 
his fears and wishes. 

b. nonce-wse. To spread in undulating form. 

1667 Mitton P. Z. 1x. 503 His circling Spires..on the 
grass Floted redundant. 

e, Mi?. Of a column on the march: To present 
a wavy line; to be unsteady. 

1796 /nsir, § Reg. Cavalry (1813) 263 The march in line 
is uniformly steady, without opening, floating, or closing. 
1810 [see FLoatinG v/. sb. ral, 

5. To move freely and gently in or through the 
air, as if buoyed up or carried along by it. 

1634 Mitton Comus 249 How sweetly did they flote upon 
the wings Of silence. 1667 DryprNn Jud. Enzp. 1. ii, What 
Divine Monsters, O ye gods, were these That float in air 
and flye upon the Seas! 1725 Pore Ocyss. vi. 358 Vo the ear 
Floats a strong shout along the waves of air. 1782 Cowrrr 
Retirement 192 The clouds that flit, or slowly float away. 
1808 Med. Frnl. XIX. 313 Dark spots floating censtantly 
before the eye. 1888 Brsanr /xver House xvi. 188 A long 
tent before which floated a great flag on a flagstaff. 

b. nonce-use. of the air itself, or portions of it. 

1667 Mitton P. LZ. vit. 432 The Aire Floats, as they pass, 
fann’d with unnumber’d plumes. 

ec. fig. esp. with sense; To move or hover dimly 
before the eye or in the mind; also of a rumour, 
etc.: To pass from mouth to mouth. 

1775 SurripaAN Rivals Pref., Faded ideas float in the 
fancy like half-forgotten dreams. 1826 Disrarit Viv. Grey 
1. viii, Here floated the latest anecdote of Bolivar. 1857 
Livincsrone 7yav, xii. 224 ‘The remnants of serpent-wor- 
ship floating in theirminds. 1882 SHorrHouse ¥. /velesant 
Il, 225 He tried to read, but the page floated before his eyes. 

6. Weaving. Of athread: To pass over or under 
several threads either of the warp or weft, instead 
of being interwoven with them. Of a figure: To 
have its threads lying in this manner. 

1878 A, Bartow IWVeaving 104 When either of the white 
or black threads disappear on one side of the cloth, they 
are not found floating underneath. 18831. R. ASHENHURST 
Design in Textile Fabrics vi, 159 Lappet figures..must 
‘float’ the entire length of the figure. 

7. Comm. a. Of an acceptance: To be in circu- 
lation, to be awaiting maturity. b. Of a com- 
mercial company, etc.: To meet with public sup- 
port, get ‘ floated’ (see 12). 

1778 H. Laurens in Sparks Corr, Amer. Rev. (1853) I. 
234 Our bills..are now floating, in imminent danger of dis- 
honor and disgrace. 1884 77wth 13 Mar. 385/2 If the 
Company floats, the promoter gets his money. 

+8. To fish with a float (see Fuoa sé. 8 a). 

1630 [see Fiat v.10]. 1651 J. Barker Art of Angling 
(1653) 8, I will shew my opinion of floating for Scale Fish in 
the River or Pond. 

9. Sporting. To hunt by approaching the game 
with a boat or float at night. (See FLoat sd. 7b.) 

1877 Hatiock Sportsman's Gazetteer 83 In jacking or float- 
ing, the shooter sits in the bow of a canoe just behind 
a lantern which throws a powerful light ahead. 

II. Transitive senses. 

10. To cover or flood with a liquid. a. To 
cover (land) with water, either naturally or artifi- 





1763 ScraFTon /nudostan (1770) 71 Floating between _ 
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cially, esf. for agricultural or military purposes ; 
to flood, inundate, irrigate. Also with over. 

1649 BuirHe Lng. Improv. Impr. (1652) 16 The first 
Piece of improvement of floating or watering lands. c1710 
C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 70 They can by them [ditches] 
floate y* grounds for 3 miles round. 1794 Trans, Soc. En- 
courag. Arts XII. 245 The above land was floated over by 
salt water, every full and change of the moon. 1816 JANE 
Austen Emma (1866) 1538 He thought .. I should find the 
near way floated by this rain. 1833 Hr. Martineau Brooke 
Farm xiii. 97 Can he float his meadows at the cost of five 
pounds an acre? 

b. (chiefly Ayperbolical) To overspread with 
fluid ; to drench, inundate. Also, To saturate (a 


powder magazine) with water. 

1729 SAVAGE Wanderer 11. 228 A smoaking spring of gore 
Wells from the wound, and floats the crimson’d floor. 1758 
Parry in Naval Chron. VIII. 154 We had taken care to 
float our powder. 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. India 1. m1. iv. 624 
The field was floated with blood. 1836 Marryar Midsh. 
Easy xxvi, ‘The danger [from fire] had been so great that 
the fore magazine had been floated, 

ce. transf, and jig. 

1586 J. Hooker G7rald. Trel. in Holinshea 11, 84/t The 
ladie Margaret began to take heart, hir naturall stoutnesse 
floted, as well by the remembrance of hir noble birth, as by 
[etc.]. 1603 J. Davirs MWicrocosmos (Grosart) 71/1 Each 
sense in pleasure’s seas shee [Fancie] flotes. 1860 Haw- 
THORNE Maré, Faun (1879) I. xii. 115 A.. military band 
.. floating her [the city] with strains. 1865 M. ArNotp 
£ss. Crit. i. (1875) 16 He [Burke] so lived by ideas. .that he 
could float even an epoch of concentration and English Tory 
politics with them, 

ll. a. Of water, the tide, etc.: To lift up, or 
support on its surface (anything buoyant) ; to bear 
(anything buoyant) along by the force of the 
current; occas. with mixture of the two senses. 


Also with off, out, up. 

1606 Choice, Chance, etc. 5 With a sodaine tempest man 
and horse ouerthrown vpon a Rock, and the goods all flote 
or drownd. 1699 Dameter Voy. Il. 11. 44 For want of Water 
to float them over some flats in the Lagunes. zd. 98 The 
Tide then rose so high, as to float herquite up. 1739 LaBeLyE 
Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 34 The ‘Tide had..risen 
so high as to endanger the Caisson. .from being floated out 
of its true Place. 1856 Kane Arct, Hapl. II. xiv. 149 
‘They [masses of ice] are floated off to be lost in the tempera- 
tures of other regions. 1890 Sfectator 20 Sept. 362/2 The 
Manchester Canal. .will float the biggest ocean steamers. 

Jig. 1877 Owen lWellesley’s Desp. Introd. 19 ‘The vehe- 
ment tide of public opinion.. floated out the good old 
nobleman who had first broken Tippoo’s power. 

b. To set afloat; fig. to buoy up, support. 

1823 Lams “ia Ser. 1. Poor Relation, She has where- 
withal in the end..to float him again upon the brilliant 
surface. 1885 Law Rep. 15 (. Bench Div. 11 He expended 
more than 5000 4, in floating the ship. 

e. To place (a sheet of paper, etc.) flat on the 
surface of a liquid, Chiefly Photogr. 

1853 Ham. Herald 3 Dec. 510/2 You float on the surface 
of this a sheet of paper prepared as follows. 1882 ABNry 
Instr. Photogr. (ed. 5) 199 lf the paper is floated much 
longer. .the albumen .. is apt to dissolve the size. 

12. a. To get (a company, scheme, etc.) afloat 
or fully started (see AFLOAT 6) ; to procure public 
support or acceptance for. 

1833 Hr. Martineau Vanderput & S. vi. 102 The means 
by which a present neighbour of yours is floating a scheme. 
1865 Pall Mali G. 18 Aug. o/t Manufacturing lists of 
directors for new companies, in order to get them ‘ floated ’. 
1872 YEATS Growth Comm. 311 Serves as a reservoir for 
floating loans in cases of emergency. 1872 Grea Hnigmas 
229 The sages... have falsified their creed, in order to float it. 

b. To set (a rumour) afloat (see AFLOAT 8); to 


give currency to ; to circulate. 

1883 St. James's Gaz. 21 Dec. 3/1 Floating all manner of 
embarrassing rumours. 

13. To guide or convey along the surface of water ; 
to convey by water. Also with off 

1739 Lasetye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 35 The 
Sides of the Caisson were floated off over the Sides of the 
Pier, 1776 Gipson Decl. § /. 1. (1846) V. 8 The treasures 
of Africa were floated on rafts to the mouth of the Eu- 
phrates. 1853 Sir H. Doucras AVidit. Bridges (ed. 3) 385 
‘The great tubes constituting the Conway Bridge were 
floated across the river. 

14. To convey gently through the air or ether; 


to cause to move lightly in the air; to waft. 

1823 F. Crissorp Ascent Mt, Blanc 22 A soft breath of 
wind spread its folds, and floated it gently in the air. 1836 
Emerson Nature, Commodity Wks. (Bohn) Il, 143 Provi- 
sion..for his support..on this green ball which*floats him 
through the heavens. 1840 Mrs. Browninc Drama of 
Lxtle Poems 1850 I. 83 Floated on a minor fine Into the 
full chant divine, We will draw you smoothly. 

15. In various technical applications of senses 
10, 11. a. Pigment-making. ‘To levigate (pig- 
ments) by causing them to float in a stream of 
water, rejecting the heavier particles that sink to 
the bottom. b. lectrotyping and Stereotyping. 
To cover (a forme, a page of type) with fluid plaster 
of Paris, either to fill up the spaces before electro- 
typing, or (in the almost obsolete plaster-process) to 
form a plaster mould. ec. Zo float up (a tin can) 


(see quot. 1884), 

1880 F. J, F. Witson Stercotyping § Electrotyping 128 
The page or pages must be floated in plaster-of-Paris. 
Tbid, 134 When low spaces are used and the form has not 
been floated prior to moulding. 1883 R. Hatpane Work- 
shop Receipts Ser. 11. 405 The powder is then levigated 
(floated), in order to obtain various degrees of fineness. 





FLOATATION. 


1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 348/2 ‘ Floating up’ tin cans, 
z,e. soldering the ends inside, the can standing upon the 
heated plate till the solder runs. 

16. To render smooth or level. In various tech- 
nical uses: a, Plastering, To level (the surface 
of plaster) with a ‘float’; to spread the second 
coat of plaster on (a ceiling, wall, etc.) Also 
with down. b. Farriery. To file the teeth of (a 
horse). @. Agric. (See quots.) d. Wool-spinning. 
To take off (the carded wool) in an even layer. 

ax7o3 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 249 To float Seelings or 
Walls. 174x in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 1. 36 ‘The 
Ceilings..to be floated and finished in the best and work- 
manlike manner. 1748 B, LANGLEY Lond. Prices 329 Fronts 
of old Houses.,are frequently floated down, the old decay’d 

Mortar raked out, and the Joints fresh pointed anew. 1839 
Pract. Builder 11. 187 The space between the screeds... 
must be floated with a hand-float. 

b. 1886 V. VY. Weekly Tribune 28 Dec. (Cent.) Many an 
old horse will renew its life if its teeth are floated, as the 
process is called. 

Cc. 1785 W. Marsuatt Midland Co. (1790) II. 437 Float 
.. to pare off the surface of sward. 1888 Sheffield Gloss., 
Float, to pare stubble from land by means of a paring knife. 

d. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1V. 341/t The teeth move 
in the same direction as those on the workers and cylinder, 
so as to clean or ‘ float’ off the wool. ; : 

17. Weaving. To form (a figure) with ‘floating’ 


threads (see 6). 

1894 Vextile Manuf. 15 Apr. 151 This method of reeding 
. necessitates the figure being floated. 

Floatable (flow'tab’l), a. [f. FLoav v, + -ABLE. 
Cf. Fr. flottable.] 

1. Capable of floating ; that may be set afloat. 

1846 Pofe’s Fru. Trade 576 (Advt.) Floatable and buoyant 
in the water. 1883 Miss Broucuton Belinda I. 1. ix. 164 
Employed in dropping .. anything floatable that comes 
handy—into the earth-reddened stream. 

2. Of a river or stream: That can be floated on ; 
capable of supporting floating objects. Chiefly U.S. 

1826 Kent Comme. (1873) III. 414 The owners of the 
lands on rivers not navigable or floatable have the exclu- 
sive right of fishing therein. 1884 Law Rep. 9 App. Cases 
393 They [the streams] were made navigable and floatable 
for timber during freshets. 

3. absol. passing into sd. Something that floats 


or may be floated. 

1864 Laws of Michigan 23 To allow the free passage of 
boats, vessels, craft, logs, timber, lumber, or other floatables 
along such waters. 

Hence Floatabi‘lity [see -1ry], the quality of 
being floatable. 

1884 Law Rep. 9 App. Cases 393 The right applies to all 
streams. .whether floatability is the result of improvements 
or not. 

Floatage (flowtédz). [f. Fnoar sd.+-ace. Cf. 
Fr. flottage.| 

1. The action or state of floating. 

1626 in 4¢2 Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. 11/1 [The ship 
“being taken at floatage’ by..a Dutch captain..was seized 
for the Lord High Admiral of England.] 1868 GLapstonr 
Juv. Mundi xii. 487 Ten days of floatage from the 
Bosphorus will give five hundred miles, or thereabouts, 
from that point. 

2. concr. Anything that floats. 

a. =Frorsam; also the right to appropriate 
flotsam. 

1672 Cowell's Interpr., Flotages..are such things as swim 
on the top of the Sea, or other great Rivers. 1858 in W. 
White Month in Vorksh. xv. 138 Free fisheries, plantage, 
floatage .. and other maritime franchises. 1867 Smyrit 
Sailor's Word-bk., Floatage, synonymous with flotsam. 

b. collect. Vessels that float on or pass up and 


down a river. 

1854 JJichigan Rep. 11. 524 All streams susceptible of 
any valuable floatage. 1881 Hcho 8 Dec. 2/4 ‘The Govern- 
ment recouped itself out of tolls taken on the floatage. 

ce. A floating mass (of weeds). 

1891 J. Winsor Columbus ix. 204 They found around the 
ships much green floatage of weeds. 

3. Vloating power, buoyancy. 

1877 BLackmore Hrema I, ix. 102 Behind it .. came all 
the ruin of the mill that had any floatage. 1883 Daz/y 
News 5 July 3/r The metal pontoons giving floatage. 

attrib, 1881 W. C. RussEtt Sazlor’s Sweeth. 11. v. 240 
Without imperilling the floatage power of the timber. 

4. The part of a ship above the water-line. 

1839 Marrvat Phant. Ship xii, The whole of her floatage 
was above water. 1847 Jé/ustr. Lond. News 24 July 59/1 
Nine inches more of floatage are required, 

Floatation, flotation (flotzi‘fon). [f Froar 
Y. + -ATION = Fr, flottatson. 

The spelling jZofation is not etymologically justifiable, 
but is more common in use, prob. because it disguises the 
hybrid formation, so that the word appears more conform- 
able to the general analogy of scientific terms.] : 2 

1. The action, fact, or process of floating, in 
various senses; the condition of keeping afloat. — 

Centre of floatation: the centre of gravity in a floating 
body. Plane or line of foatation=Fr. flottaison, ligne de 
Jlottaison, the plane or line in which the horizontal surface 
of a fluid cuts a body floating in it. Stadle floatation : 
the position of stable equilibrium in a floating body. 

1806 Grecory Mechanics 1. 377 The plane of floatation is 
the horizontal surface of the fluid in which the vessel floats. 
c18s0 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 158 Water Lines, or Lines 
of Flotation. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xv. (1856) 115 
‘These constantly shifting centres of flotation, 1853 Sir H. 
Dovuctas Milit. Bridges (ed. 3) 53 Compared with the 
stability of the vessel and its power of floatation. 1867 
W. Pencetty Devon Trans. Il. 264 It may be doubted 
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whether [these reasons]. .are capable of explaining tne float- 
ation of clouds. 1878 Markuam Gt. /rozen Sea i. 25 They 
[icebergs] were of very deep flotation. 1884 Sir R. Bac- 
Gattay in Law Rep. 15 Q. Bench Div, 171 During this 
period of flotation and transit. 

attrib. 1883 Chamb. Frni. 8 Dec. 771/1 Spherical buoys 
which. .show half. .their shape above the flotation line. 

2. The action of floating a company or enterprise. 

1889 /inancial Times 23 Jan, x The London Mexican 
Prospecting and Finance Company, Limited. Since its 
flotation it has [etc.]. 1893 West. Gaz. 1 May 6/1 ‘The 
flotation of this mine. .is now contemplated. 

Floa‘tative, a. [f. as prec.+-arive.] Tend- 
ing to or producing floatation. 

1886 T. O' C, Stoane in Scz. Amer. 4 Dec.356 The slight 
floatative effect of the additional portion of the glass 
submerged. 


Floa‘t-boat. [f. Fuoar 5d. or v, + Boat.] 

+1. A ship's long-boat. Ods. 

So called because it was not carried on board like the other 
boats, but towed astern, 

1322 Close Roll 15 Ed. II. mem, 8 (=Calendar p. 453) 
Navicula sua que vocatur flotebate. a15372 Knox //is/. 
Ref. Wks. (1846) I. 120 Schortlie thare after the Admirall 
schot a flote boite, which .. sounded the deipe, and so 
returned to hir schippe. 1659 Torrtano, Zétfara,a Float- 
boat, or long boat to attend a great ship. 

2. A raft. 

1600 Hottanp Livy xxt. lvi. (1609) 425 The remnant ., 
passed Trebia with float-boats and flat barges. 1810 JAMES 
Mil. Dict. (ed. 3) Float-boat, a raft upon which persons 
or things may be conveyed by water. 

Floated (floutéd), pf/7. a. [f. Fuoarz. +-np 1.] 
That floats or is floated. % 

1799 Cowrer Castaway 27 The cask, the coop, the floated 
cord. 

b. esp, Of a field, tract of country, etc.: Flooded, 
inundated, irrigated. Cf. Floren, 

1675 Kivetyn Verra (1729) 42 Which is the reason that 
floated and irriguous Grounds are so pregnant. 1735 SOMER- 
VILLE Chase 1v. 170 O’er floated Meads, o’er Plains with 
Flocks distain’d. 1799 T. Wricut Art Mloating Meadows 
15 Floated meadows require no manure from the farm yard. 

ec. Plastering, (see Fuoat v, 16 a.) 

1823 P. Nicuotson Pract. Build. 373 A coat of plaster, 
which is pricked-up for the floated work. 1842 GwiLtT 
Encycl. Archit. Gloss., Floated lath and plaster, plaster- 
ing of three coats. Jdid., Floated Work, plastering 
rendered perfectly plane by means of a Float. 

Floater (flowtez). [f. as prec. + -ER.] One 
who or that which floats. 

1. a. In intransitive senses of the vb. 

1717 Evspen Ovid's Met. 1v, Pity the floaters on th’ 
Ionian seas. 1831 Blackw, Mag. XXX. 15 Halcyons all, 
fair floaters hung in the sunshine on waveless seas. 1882 
Sir R. Payne-GaLttwey Mower in Irel. 27 They [ducks] 
get no chance of quiet from the floaters. 18853 H. Srorrs 
Malt xi. 133 The proportion of floaters [=‘ floating corns’] 
depends partly upon the quality of the grain, 

b. transitive senses. 

1783 Useful Projects in Ann. Reg. 95/1, I consulted my 
meadow floaters, 1868 Yates Rock Ahead i. ili, Directors 
of banks, and the ‘floaters’ of ‘concerns’. 1889 //arfer’s 
Mag. Feb, 432/2 The ‘floater’ has to wade out in the water 
. to cut loose with his axe the logs which have stuck fast, 

2. In various technical uses. 

a. The floating diaphragm in Papin’s steam- 


engine. 

1824 R. Sruarr Hist, Steam: Engine 52 Elevating the 
piston or floater. 

b. (See quot.), 

1857 Nicnor Cyct, Phys. Sc., Floater, a contrivance indi- 
cating the height of level of a fluid in a vessel, whose depth 
we Cannot at the time directly examine, 

ce. =FLoAT sd. 14. 

1888 Exwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., Floater, a cart 
having the axle ‘cranked down’ so that though the wheels 
are high the body is very near the ground, 

d. Stereotyping. =floating-plate. 

1882 Sournwarp Pract. Printing 566 The ‘floater’, a 
plate of metal fitting on the inside of the ‘ dipping pan’. 

3. Stock Exchange. A government stock certifi- 
cate, a railway-bond, ete. accepted as a recognized 
security, 

1871 Temple Bar Mag. Feb. 320 Floaters are exchequer 
bills and similar unfunded stock. 1883 Pad/ Mall G. 3 
May s/t The chief use of floaters is .. as a means by which 
banks .. can raise money in the general market when they 
are short of funds. .'To describe exactly what a floater is .. 
would be a matter of some difficulty. Some..affect to con- 
sider that a Government bond to bearer, provided the 
Government be not in default, may be tendered as a floater ; 
others draw the line at United States bonds, 

4. U.S. a. A voter who has not attached him- 
self to any political party, esf. one whose vote may 


be purchased. 

1883 H. Grorce in V. Amer, Rev. Mar. 203 ‘ How many 
of them floaters ?'—#, e. merchantable voters—continued the 
candidate. ‘Four hundred’ was again the answer. 1888 
Pall Mall G, 5 Noy. 7/2 Expressions indicating the intention 
to buy the Indiana ‘ floaters’. 

b. One who is perpetually changing his place 
of abode ; a vagrant. 

1883 W, H. Bisnor in Harfer’s Mag. Oct. 718/2 They 
are irresponsible floaters, 

ce. In Southern U.S.: A representative of 
several counties grouped together, and therefore 
not directly responsible to any one of them. 

1853 Vexas State Gaz. 16 July (Farmer) A candidate for 
floater in the district composed of the counties of Fayette, 
Bastrop, and Travis. 
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Floa‘t-grass. Also 5 flotgrese, 6 floter-, 
7-8 flot, 6-9 flote-grass, [f. FLoat sd. orv.; cf. 
Du. vofgras.] A name given to various species of 
grass sedge growing in marshy ground, swampy 
meadows, etc.; eg. Glyceria fluitans and Alope- 
curus geniculatus. 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 168/1 Flot grese, lua. 1897 
GerarvE /lerbal 1. xi. § 2. 13 The second [spiked Flote 
grasse] is called Gramen flunuiatile spicatum: likewise 
Flote grasse and Floter grasse, bicause they swim and flote 
in the water. 1640 Parkinson Zheat. Bot. xiv. xl. 1276 
10 Gramen Fluviatile cornutum, Horned Flote grasse. 
1725 Braptey Mam. Dict. s.v. Springs, The Furrows and 
Water ‘Tracts, where they usually stalk and paddle for .. 
Flotgrass, Roots, and the like ‘Things, on which they feed. 
1863 Prior Plant-n. 82 Float—or more properly [lote- 
Grass.. Poa fluttans. 


+ Floathing. Ols. rare. A thin stratum, 

1743 R. Maxwe ti Se/. Trans. Soc. Improv. Agric. Scot. 
185, [ first lay upon the Bars small Wood or Whins, then 
a l'loathing of small Coals, then Stones, 


Floating (flowtin), 707.56. [f. Fuoarv. + -1na1,] 
1. The action of the vb. FLoat in various senses. 


a. intransitive uses. 

1562 J. Hevwoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 135 Flotyng and 
fleetyng agree not there meete. 1587 GoLtpiInG De Alornay 
viii. 98 A floting of a Vessell, at the pleasure of the winde. 
1654 WuiItLock Zoofomia 391 While we are at Sea in the 
Floatings of this world. 1810-17 M. Wixks //7st. Sketches 
S. India (1869) I. xxii. 479 Hyder. .observed a floating to 
take place along the whole mass [of cavalry]. 1837 
Wuewe tu J/7ist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 56 The falling and 
floating of bodies. 1894 M. Grant in Century Mag. Jan. 
354/t ‘ Jacking’ or ‘floating’ for moose is seldom practised. 

b. transitive uses. 

1669 WortinGcE Syst. Agric. 270 Floating, or drowning, 
or watering of Meadows. 1883 R. Hatpane Workshop 
Receipts Ser. u. 406 The washed clay is dried..and im- 
mediately ground to fine powder. ‘The floating is done by 
hand or power. 1888 Daily Tel. 18 Oct., The successful 
floating of the Salt Union. 

2. concr.in Plastering. (Cf. FLoat v. 16 a.) 

1823 P. Nicnoison Pract. Build. 391 Floating, in plaster- 
ing.—The second coat of three-coat work. 1873 Spon 
Workshop Receipts 122 The floating is of fine stuff with 
a little hair mixed in it. 

3. Comb., as floating-trench ; also floating-rule 
(=F oat sé. 16a); floating-sereed (see quot.), 

1649 Burne Lng. Liuprov. Inipr. vi. (1653) 27 ‘The one 
called a Flowing or Floating Trench, wherin I carry my 
water, 1785 W. Marsnatt Midland Co. (1790) IL. 61 By 
means of floodgates and floating trenches. 1842 GwittT 
Archit. Gloss., loating Screeds, strips of plaster previously 
set out on the work, at convenient intervals, for the range 
of the floating-rule or float. 


Flogting (floutin), Apl.a, [f. as prec. +-ING 2.] 
1. ‘That floats (in various senses of the vb.). 


Floating leaf: see quot. 1790. 

1600 Haxtuyt Voy, III. 415 We supposed that these 
floting weeds did grow vpon some rocke vnder the water, 
1745 P. ‘Tuomas Voy. S, Seas 256 ‘Vhe River is crouded 

- with a prodigious Number of Barks .. which .. make 
a Kind of floating City. 1781 Cowrrr Anti-Thelyphthora 
73 When. . floating films envelop every thorn. 1790 Martyn 
Lang. Bot., Floating leaf, Koliwmn natans, lying flat on 
the surface of the water. 1837 Irvine Caft. Bonneville 11. 
215 ‘he ice became broken and floating. 1877 Bennett tr. 
Thomé's Bot. iii. 73 The floating primary root of 77vafpa. 
1878 A. Bartow Weaving 104 In some kinds of figured 
weaving these floating threads are cut off. 

b. Of water: Overflowing, flooding ; also, fluc- 
tuating, ebbing and flowing. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. vi. 321 This ,, groweth .. in the 
brinkes of diches and floting waters. 1712-4 Pore Rafe 
Lock u, 48 The sun-beams trembling on the floating tides, 

2. Comm, Of a cargo: At sea. Of trade, rates, 
etc.: Of or pertaining to cargoes at sea. 

1848 ArNouLp Jar, Iusur, (1866) I, 1. iii. 106 When a 
floating cargo (i.e. a cargo at sea) is sold in London. 1883 
Daily News 19 Sept. 6/6 Floating terms, at 44s. 6d. to 
48s. 6d. 1887 bid. 21 Nov. 2/7 A quiet tone has prevailed 
throughout the floating trade to-day. 

3, Having little, or comparatively no attach- 
ment; disconnected. //oating ribs (see quot. 1860). 

1806 Med. Frul. XV. 273 A number of torn floating 
membranes, 183x R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 3x Twelfth 
Rib. This rib .. has been called the floating rib. 1840 
F. D, Bennett Whaling Voy. 175 Tentacles ., spread out 
loose and floating. 1860 Mayne Z.xvfos. Lex., Floating 
Ribs, the last two of the false ribs, whose anterior ex- 
tremities are not connected to the rest or to each other. 
1889 J. M. Duncan Lect. Dis. Women xxxiii. (ed. 4) 273 
There are achings in cases of what is called floating kidney. 

4. Not fixed or settled in a definite state or place ; 
fluctuating, variable, unstable. 

1594 Tl. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 388 Because our 
mindes are more floting & vnstable. 1678 Life Edw. 
Black Pr. in Harl, Misc. (x809) 111. 151 Floating-bands .. 
‘ The Companions, or Adventurers’. 1690 Locke Hum, Una. 
I, iv. (1695) 26 There is scarce any one so floating and 
superficial in his Understanding, who hath not some reve- 
renced Propositions, which [etc.]. 1793 Burkr Cond. Minor- 
ity Wks, 1842 I. 625 That floating multitude which goes 
withevents, 1838 Prescorr /erd. § /s, (1846) ILL. xiv. 120 
Many floating rumours. 1876 Casseli’s Techn. Educ. IV. 
302/r The floating population of the city is very numerous. 

5. Hinance. Not fixed or permanently invested ; 
unfunded. (See CaprraL, B 3c; DEBT 4 e.) 

1816 Keatince Trav, (1817) II. 180 Manual labour. .is at 
present the floating capital of France. 1845 M*Cuttocu 
Taxation 1, ii, (1852) 448 Variations in the amount of 
floating capital, 1856 Kmrrson Lug, Traits, Wealth 





FLOAT-STONE. 


Wks. (Bohn) II, 7r A thousand million of pounds sterlin 
are said to compose the floating money of commerce. 1803 
Daily News 15 Mar. 6/3 It appears that all the floating 
debt is secured by collateral securities. 

In various technical combs., as floating 
anchor (see quot.); floating battery, a vessel 
fitted up and used as a battery; floating clough 
(see quot.); floating collimator (see quot.) ; 
floating dock, a large (usually rectangular) 
vessel made with water-tight compartments, and. 
used as a graving-dock; floating harbour (see 
quot.); floating lever (see quot.); floating 
meadow (see quot.); floating pier, a landing- 
stage which rises and falls with the tide; floating 
plate, S/ereotyping (see quot.) ; floating rail= 
Fioat s$. 13; floating reef Azstra/. (see quot.). 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 884/1 *Floating Anchor, a 
frame of spars and sails dragging overboard, to lessen the 
drift of a ship to leeward ina gale. 1695 Lond. Gaz. No. 
3073/2 They.. have made also two * Floating Batteries with 
20 Pieces of Cannon upon them. 1803 Naval Chron. IX. 
495 She is fitting as a floating-battery. 1841 Brees Gloss. 
Civ. Engin., *lloating Clough, a moveable dam or machine, 
used for scouring out channels or inlets, 1833 HerscHEL 
Astron. ii. 95 The *floating collimator..is .. a small tele- 
scope .. fastened horizontally .. on a flat iron float which is 
made to swim on mercury. 1866 EF, Crark in Pec. Just. 
Cro. Eng. XXV. 296 * Floating docks were originally built 
of timber. © 1841 Brees Gloss. Civ. Engin., */loating Har- 
sour, a breakwater, composed of large masses of timber, 
anchored and chained together .. which rise and fall with 
the tide. 1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1V. 348/2 *Floating 
Lever (Railway) a name applied to the horizontal brake- 
levers beneath the car-body. 1813 T. Davis Agric. Wilts 
Gloss., *Floating or flowing meadows—Those that are laid 
up in ridges, with water carriages on each ridge and drains 
between. 1855 Clarke Dict., *Wloating-pier. 1839 URE. 
Dict. Arts 1177 (s.v. Stereotype Printing) Each mould .. 
is laid, with the impression downwards, upon a flat cast- 
iron plate, called the *floating-plate. 1892 A/clbourne Age 
31 Dec. 10/3 Horse and Spring Cart, *floating rail, and 
Harness, 1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf. Victoria 611 * Floating 
Reef, applied often to masses of bed-rock which are found 
displaced and lying among the alluvial detritus. 

Floating bridge. [f. FLoatine Zf/. a.] In 
various applications (see quots.). 

1706 Puittirs (ed. Kersey), Yloating-bridgc, a Bridge 
made in form of a Work in Fortification call’d a Redoubt, 
consisting of Two Boats cover’d with Planks. 1727-41 
Cuamners Cycl., Flying or Floating-Bridge, is ordinarily 
made of two small bridges, laid one over the other, in such 
a manner, as that the uppermost stretches and runs out, by 
the help of certain cords running through pullies placed 
along the sides of the under-bridge. 1842 G. W. Francis 
Dict. Arts, etc., Floating Bridge, a-collection of beams of 
timber, of sufficient buoyancy to sustain itself on the sur- 
face of a river, and reaching across it. 1858 SImMONDS 
Dict. Trade, Floating-bridge, a flat-bottomed ferry steam- 
boat in harbours or rivers, running on chains laid across 
the bottom, and constructed for the conveyance of passengers, 
goods, and vehicles, 1867 SmyruH Sailor’s Word-bk., 
loating-bridge, a passage formed across a river or creek 
by means of bridges of boats. 1889 Century Dict. s.v, 
Bridge, Floating-bridge, a part of a bridge, supported 
by a caisson or pontoon, which can swing into and away 
from the line of roadway. 

Floating island. [f. Fioatine //. a.] 

1. An island that floats. 

1638 Sir T. Herpert Trav, (ed. 2) 13 The Whales, the 
Seas Leviathan .. like so many floating Ilands concomi- 
tating us, 1850 LyeLy avd Visit U.S, IL, xxxi, 186 There 
is a floating island in it, well wooded. ‘ 

2. Cookery. (U.S.) A custard with floating 
masses of whipped cream or white of eggs. 

1771 FRANKLIN Lett. Wks. 1887 IV. 415 At dinner..we had 
a floating island. 1860 O. W. Hotmes Lésve V, vii. (1891) 
110 The marvellous floating-island. 

Floating light. [f. Fioarrne f/. a. + Lian 
5d.] a. A lightship: called also more fully, foat7ng- 
light-vessel. b. A life-buoy with a lantern, for 
use when any one falls overboard at night, 

1793 SMEATON ELdystone L, § 94 A vessel was then fitting 
out .. asatemporary floating Light. /é¢d. Till the deter- 
mination in respect to the floating light-vessel was known. 
1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Floating-light, a life-buoy 
carried at a ship’s stern, with a light or lanthorn, 

Floatingly (fldtinli), adv. [f, as prec. + 
-LY 2.) Ina floating manner, . 

1660 W. Srecker Nonsuch Prof. 256 The tide that so 
floatingly brings in the ship, suddenly leaves her in the 
mud. | 1829 Blackw. Mag. XXVI. 952 Blest .. the breath 
that sighs it floatingly aside! 1857 Chamd. Frul. VII, 272 
All lost in pearly mist, that floatingly Seems her gray 
garments trailing low. 

Floatless (flou'tlés), a. 
Without a float. 

1871 Cassell’s Mag, 22 July 335/1 We wait patiently, 
fishing in this floatless floating manner, for our next bite. 

Float-man, floatman (flavtmen), [f. FLoar 
sb.+ Man.] A man who manages a float, 

1882 Sir R. Payne-Gattwey Fowler in Trel, 26 One of the 
oldest Wexford floatmen, once told me [etce.]. 

Floatsam, -some, obs, or dial. f. FLorsam. 


Floa‘t-stone. [f. Fioat v.+Sronn.] 

1. A bricklayer’s rubbing-stone for smoothing the 
surfaces of bricks used in curved work. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 246 Some use a Float Stone, 
with which they rub the moulding of the Brick, 1812 
J. Smita Panorama Sc. §& Art 1, 196 The stone upon 
which bricks cut with curved surfaces are rubbed, is called 
a float-stone, 


[f. Foat sd, + -LESS.] 


FLOAT-WAYS. 


2. A stone so light as to float upon water, e.g. 

a spongy variety of opal. 
_ 1805 R. Jameson A772. 11. 552 Floatstone. .is light yellow- 
ish grey. 1814 tr. Adapfroth’s Trav. 57 A range of float-stone 
hills. 1859 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms, Float-Stone, 
a variety of earthy silica.. Being porous, it swims on water 
till saturated. 

Floa‘t-ways, adv. rare. [f. Fuoar sb, (sense 
16 b) +-ways.] In the manner of a float (or single- 
cut file), like a float. 

1773 Gentl. (Mag. XLIII. 18 [Marbles] are chips of stone, 
which are put into an iron mill that goes in water. ‘There 
are several partitions, with rasps within, cut floatways, not 
with teeth, so turn constantly round with great swiftness. 

Floa‘t-whey. Sc. and xorth. dial. [f. Froat 
v.+ Wary. ] ‘Those parts of the curd left in whey, 
which, when it is boiled, float on the top’ (Jam.). 

1549 Compl, Scotd. vi. 43 ‘Thai maid grit cheir of .. reym, 
flot quhaye, grene cheis. 1823 Garr HxztazZ vii. 22 The 
float whey which in a large china punch-bowl graced the 
centre of the table. 1847 in Hattiwett. Northam. 

Floaty (flovti), a. Also 4, 7 flotie. [f. Fuoav 
sb, or v, + -¥ 1,] 

+1. Watery. Ods. 

13.. £. HE. Allit. P. A. 127 Pe fyrre I folzed pose floty valez. 

2. Fitted to float, capable of floating, buoyant ; 
hence, of a ship: Drawing little water, 

a 1608 Sir IF, Vert Comyz. 28 Mine was a floaty ship and 
well appointed for that service. 1624 Capt. Smitn Virginia 
(1629) 194 Some few buttes of beare being flotie they got. 
1793 SMEATON /Ldystone L. § 170 To render them very 
floaty and lively in a rough hollow sea. 1862 Temple Bar 
Mag. IV. 351 The floaty air-cases rising on the other [side], 
the boat recovers her proper position. 

Hence Floa‘tiness, the quality or state of being 
floaty ; buoyant emptiness. 

1839-44 Turrer Proverb. Philos. (1852) 478 The foolish 
floatiness of vanity, and solemn trumperies of pride. 

Flob (figb), v. [onomatopeeic var. of FLoP v., 
indicating a softer movement and duller sound (see 
Fuassy).] 27d. To move heavily or clumsily, 
with a dull heavy sound. 

1860 Sguires & Parsons 196 Fine cock-pheasants, heavy 
with buck-wheat and maize flobbed up through the branches 
of the trees, were fired at and flobbed down again. 1882 
A. S. Gisson Adv. Pig ant. xxx, How they flobb’d, and 
how they flopp’d And flounder’d all around ! 

+ Flo‘bbage. Sc. Ods. ?‘Phlegm’ (Jam.). 

1535 LynpEsay Satyre 4380 Sic flobbage sche layis fra hir, 
About the wallis. 

+ Flobber, v. Obs. vare—'. In 4 flober. 
[app. onomatopeeic ; cf. sludder. (The readings 
flober here, and deflobered in B. X1It. 401, are estab- 
lished by the alliteration.)] ¢vans. To dirty, soil. 

1377 Lancet. P. P/, B, xiv. 15 Couthe I neuere .. kepen it 
clene an houre .. pat I ne flober it foule fro morwe tyl eue. 

+ Flo-ccify, v. Ods—°. [f. L. phrase flocez 
factre: see -FY. Cf. Fuock v.2 2,.] (See quots.) 

1623 CockErAM //loccifie, to set nought by. 1656 Blount 
Glossogr., Floccify, to set nought by, to esteem little. 

Floccillation (figksilzfon). [f. L. *foccd//-as 
dim. of floccats FLOOK sb.2 + -A TION. ] =CARPHOLOGY. 

1842 Branpe Dict. Sc., Hloccillation, picking the bed- 
clothes. This is an alarming symptom in many acute 
diseases, 1847 in Craic; and in mod. Dicts, 

Flo:eci-nau:ci-ni:hili-pi:li-fica'tion. z- 
morous. [f. L. flocet, nauci, nihilz, pile words 
signifying ‘at a small price’ or ‘at nothing’ enu- 
merated in a well-known rule of the Eton Latin 
Grammar + -FIcATION.] The action or habit of 
estimating as worthless. 

1741 Suenstone Le¢, xxii. Wks. 1777 IIT. 49, I loved him 
for nothing so much as his flocci-nauci-nihili-pili-fication of 
money. 1816 SourHey in Q, Rev. XIV. 334. 1829 Scorr 
¥rnl.18 Mar,, They must be taken with an air of contempt, 
a floccipaucinihilipilification [szc, here and in two other 
places] of all that can gratify the outward man. 

Also Floccinau‘cical @., inconsiderable, trifling. 
Floccinau‘city, a matter of small consequence. 

1826 Soutury Vind. Eccl. Angl. 38 The Poet used them 
significantly, and never intended them to bear a flocci- 
naucical signification, 1829 — in Q. Rev, XX XIX. 108 ‘The 
flocci-naucities to which so much importance is attached. 

Floccipend (flgksipend), v. rare. [ad. L. 
phrase floccr pendére ( flocci, see prec. + penilire to 
weigh, esteem). Cf. v7z/épend.] trans. Yo regard 
as insignificant or of no account; to make no 
account of. 

1548 Hai Chron. (1809) 444 Articles. .whiche the eares of 
euery honest creature knowynge the duetie of the subiect to 
hys prynce, woulde abhorre and floccipend. 1882 W.T1om- 
son Bacon & Shaks. 12 A profession prone to floccipend odd 
locks of thought from woolly-headed thinkers. 

Floccose (figkdws), a. [ad. late L. floccds-us, 
f, floccus : see -O8t.] 

1. Furnished with a tuft (or tufts) of woolly 
hair. ? Ods. 

1782 Sir J. Hin Hest. Aninz. 542 The tail fof the lion] is 
long, thick, and floccose, : 

2. Bot. Covered with or composed of flocci. 

1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 331 In the .. foliaceous 
species [of Lichens], the medulla is distinctly floccose. 1874 
Cooke Funei (1875) 74 The spores .. nestling on the floc- 
cose mycelium. t : 

Hence Flocco'sely adv., in a floccose manner. 

1840-68 Paxton Bot. Dict., Floccosely-tomentose, down, 
disposed in little tufts. 1847 in Craic. 
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Floccular (flgkizlas), a. Anat. [f. FLoccun-us 
+-AR.] Of or pertaining to the flocculus of the 
cerebellum. /occular process : the flocculus. 

1870 W. H. Frower Osteol. Mammal. x. 127 The small 
depression. .is the nearly obliterated floccular fossa, 

Flocculate (flgkizlct), a “nt. [f. FLoccun- 
US+-ATE2.] (See quot.) 

1826 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. WV. 346 Flocculate, when the 
posterior coxze are distinguished by a curling lock of hair. 

Flocculate (flgkiz/leit),v. [f.as prec. +-arn 3] 
trans. To aggregate into flocculent masses. 

1877 Le Conte “lem. Geol. (1879) 70 note, Vhe property, 
possessed by lime .. of flocculating and precipitating clay 
sediments. 

Hence Floceula‘tion, the process of flocculating. 

1885 Brewer in Amer. Jrul. Sc. Ser. ut. XX1X. 4 The 
flocculation and precipitation of the suspended material is 
almost equally rapid. 

Floccule (flgkizl). [anglicized form of F1oo- 
cuL-uS.] A small portion of matter resembling 
a flock or tuft of wool. 

1845-6 G. E. Day tr. Sivzon’s Anim. Chen. 11. 93 Some 
floccules separated themselves, but no coagulation took 
place. 1882 C. A. Youne Sv ix, 292 As to the form of the 
floccules, it would seem that the successive precipitation . . 
must result in clouds of great vertical extent. 

Flocculence (flykizléns), [f. Froccunent : 
see -ENCE.] The state or condition of being floc- 
culent ; the condition of containing flocci, 

1847 in Craic. 1878 Tynpaut in Pop. Sc7. Monthly X111. 
287 If..the air above be chilled, we have descending streams 
—if the air below be warmed, we have ascending streams 
as the initial cause of atmospheric flocculence. 

Flocculency (fipkiz/lénsi). [f. as prec.: see 
-ENCY.] =prec. 

1881 SpoTTiswoopE in Nature No. 623. 551 This tube .. 
shows flake-like fluttering striae, with a slight tendency to 
flocculency near the head of the column, 

Flocculent (flpkizlént), a ff L. floce-us 
FLook 50,2 + -ULENT.] 

1. Resembling flocks or tufts of wool; consisting 
of loose woolly masses. 

1800 tr. Lagrange's Chen. 1. 249 A flocculent precipitate 
of magnesia, 1804 AprrNeTHy Swrg. Obs. 65 A con- 
geries of flocculent fibres. 1821 Blackw. Mag. X. 270 [He] 
succeeded in sending up some pretty light floculent cirri. 
1857 Henrrey Bot, § 343 The mushroom is the large fleshy 
fruit arising from the flocculent mycelium, or ‘spawn’. 

2. Of the atmosphere: Holding particles of 
aqueous vapour in suspension; cf. FLoccuLus 1. 

1878 Smithsonian Inst. Rep. 510 A flocculent condition 
of the atmosphere, due to the varying density produced by 
the mingling of aqueous vapor. 

3. Covered with a short woollysubstance; downy. 

1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 125 Leaves... more or less 
pubescent or flocculent below when young. 1874 Cours 
Birds N. W. 265 For the first two or three days they [the 
chicks] are only densely flocculent on the under parts. 

Hence Flo‘cculently adv. 

1885 Manch. Weekly Times Suppl. 8/t The petioles were 
flocculently woolly. 

Flocculose (flg:kiz/lou's), @ Bot. [f. as next + 
-osE.] Composed of flocculi. 

1830 Linpiey Vaz, Syst. Bot, 331 A nucleus, consisting of 
a flocculose-gelatinous substance. 

Flocculous (flpkiz/las), a. 
-ous.] Resembling flocculi. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Hxtonzol. (1843) 1. 344 A very curious 
combing or rather curling instrument .. with which they 
comb out the peculiar silky material as it issues from these 
mammule into that flocculous texture. < 

|| Flocculus (fig kiz/lvs). Pl. floceuli., [mod. 
L. flocculus, dim. of L. floccus Fuock sb.2] A small 
flock or tuft, 

1. A small quantity of loosely-aggregated matter 
resembling a flock of wool, held in suspension in, 
or precipitated from, a fluid. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 116 The very little that was dis- 
solved was soon precipitated again in the form of minute 
flocculi. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 1. ix. § 76 (1867) 
227 If we assume the first stage in nebular condensation to 
be the precipitation into flocculi of denser matter. 1872 
Conen Dis, Throat 3 Small quantities of it having co- 
agulated spontaneously into clots or flocculi. 

2. Anat. A small lobe in the under surface of 
the cerebellum, immediately behind the middle 
peduncle ; the subpeduncular lobe. 

1840 G. V. Eris Anat. 49 The flocculus, or sub-pedun- 
cular lobe. 1872 Mivart Hlem. Anat. ix. 367. 

|| Floceus (flgkvs). Pl. floeci, [Lat. floccus 
Frock sé.2] Something resembling a flock of 
wool. a. Zot. A tuft of woolly hairs ; also f/. the 
hyphx, or thread-like cells, which form the my- 
celium of a fungus. b. Zool. (see quot. 1842). ¢. 
©A tuft of feathers on the head of young birds’ 
(Webster 1890). d. ‘The down of unfledged 


birds’ (Worcester 1889). 

1842 BranpE Dict. Sc., Flocc?, in Botany, the woolly fila- 
ments that are found mixed with the sporules of many 
Gastromyci. /bid., Floccus, in Mammalogy, the tuft of 
long flaccid hairs which terminate the tail. 1874 Cooke 
Fungi 44 The structure of the flocci in a number of species, 

+ Flocht (flpxt). Sc. Ols. Also 6-7 flought. 
See also Fnauaut sé.2 [app. repr. an OE. */ohza, 
parallel with the -/¢ stem flyh¢, Fuicur sd.1 4.] 
A state of agitation or excitement, Chiefly in 


[f FLoccun-us + 








-a shepheard, and his charge a flocke. 





FLOCK, 


phrases 77, on flocht, in a flocht, ina flutter. Cf. 
Frieut sd.1 4. 

1500-20 DunsBAR Poems xxvii. 66 Thair hairtis wer baith 
on flocht, 1596 Bure. Pass, Pilerimer 1. 27 Feir pat my 
hart in sick a flocht. 1641 R. Baitiime Leté. § Frids. (1841) 
I. 392 These horrible designes breaking out, all the citie 
was in a flought. 

b. ‘Fluctuation, constant variation’ (Jam.). 

1500-20 Dunpar Poems xxiv. 2 This fals warld is ay on 
flocht, Quhair no thing ferme is nor degest, 

Flock (flgk), sb.1 Forms: 1 floce, 2-4 floc, 
Orm. floec, 3 south. vloc, (3 floch), 3-6 flok(e, 
4-5 flokk(e, 4-7 flocke, 3- flock. [OK. flocc= 
ON. flokkr (Sw. flock, Da. /lok). 

Not found in the other Teut. langs. The etymology is 
obscure. As both in OK. and ON. the word means only 
an assemblage of persons, it can hardly be connected with 
Fty v.; the hypothesis that it is cognate with Fo. is satis- 
factory with regard to meaning, but its phonological ad- 
missibility is doubtful. ] 

1. A band, body, or company (of persons). Now 
only as ¢ransf. from 2 or 3. 

O. E. Chron, an. 894 Hi[MS, him] mon mid oprum floccum 
sohte, cr1ooo /EL¥rRic Gex. xxxii.8 Gif Esau cymp to anum 
flocce & pone ofslihp, se oper flocec byp zehealden. c¢1175 
Lamb, Hom. 3 Moni of pan floc manna pe earpon fulieden 
ure drihten. a@1225 Ancy. XR. 162 Ne bunche pe neuer god 
among monne floc, c1394 P. P2. Crede 536 Fynd foure 
freres in a flok, bat folweb bat rewle. 1523 Lp. Berners 
Froiss. 1, clxiv. 203 They parceyued a flocke of men of 
armes commynge togyder. 1609 Bipie (Douay) 1 Sav. x. 5 
Thou shalt meete there a flocke of prophetes, 1822 SHELLEY 
Triumph Life 264 Whom from the flock of conquerors 
Fame singled out. 

b. £7. used to indicate: Great numbers, ‘swarms’. 

1535 CovERDALE 2 Macc. xiv. 14 The Heithen which fled 
out of Iewry from Iudas, came to Nicanor by flockes. 1632 
Litucow 7av. x. 443 Whence springeth these Flockes of 
Studientes, that over-swarme the whole land. 

2. A number of animals of one kind, feeding or 
travelling in company. Now chiefly applied to an 
assemblage of birds (es. geese) or (as in sense 3) 
of sheep or goats; in other applications commonly 
superseded by herd, swarm, etc. 

c12z00 Tyin. Coll, Hom. 39 Pe deules beden ure louerd 
ihesu crist pat he hem sende into floc of swin. _a@1300 
Cursor M, 1964 (Gétt.) Alsua 3e ete of na fiss ellis, Bot pat 
in flock and herd duellis. 1480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 41 
Ther is a pole at Brecknock, Therin of fish is many a flok, 
18396 Suaks. t Hen. JV, u. iv. 152 If I do not..driue all thy 
Subiects afore thee like a flocke of Wilde-geese. 1614 
Rateicn Hist, World 11. v. v. § 8. 602 Sixteene Elephants 
together in one flocke. 1665 Hooke AZicrogr. 205, I found 
whole flocks of the same kind [mites] running to and fro 
among the.. green moss. 1690 Moral Ess. Pres. Times 
iii, 48 A Flock of Lions. 1839 tr. Lamartine’s Trav. East 
102/t Glades, where we saw flocks of camels and goats 
browsing. 1875 C. F. Woop Vachting Cruise iv. gt Flocks 
of pigeons and parrots were fluttering about. 

b. transf. 

a1228 Ancr. R, 120 Her azeines wredde monie kunnes 
remedies, & frouren a muche vloc. 1601 Suaxs, 7wed. VN. 
1. i. 36 The rich golden shaft Hath kill’d the flocke of all 
affections else That live in her. 1642 Futter [oly § Prof. 
St. To Rdr., Some serious books, which dare flie abroad, 
are hooted at bya flock of Pamphlets. 1775 J. Q. ApaMs in 
Fam. Lett, (1876) 100 Vire, sword, pestilence, famine, often 
keep company and visit a country ina flock. 1805 Worpsw. 
Prelude m1. 33 Courts, cloisters, flocks of churches, gateways, 
towers, R f 

3. esp. A number of domestic animals (chiefly, 
and now exclusively, of sheep or goats) kept to- 
gether under the charge of one or more persons. 
Often used vaguely in f/. for (a person’s) posses- 
sions in sheep; esp. in flocks and herds =sheep and 
cattle 

@1300 Cursor M, 3820 (Cott.) Jacob .. Faand quare thre 
floks o beistes lai, Be-side a well. 1340 Hampotre Py, Conse, 
5891, I sal aske my flok of shepe Of be hird pat had bam 
undir his hand. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 167/2 Wloke of bestys. 
c1480 Mirour Saluactoun 3529 The fonden shepe on his 
shuldres laid he & broght to flokke. 1600 Suaxs. A. VY. L. 


_ 11, iv. 83 His Flockes, and bounds of feede Are now on sale. 


1725 Porr Odyss. 1x. 289 He .. sitting down, to milk his 
flocks prepares. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. ut. viii, A goat, 
the patriarch of the flock. 1815 Knpninstone Acc. Caubul 
(1842) I. 305 The increase both of men and flocks soon 
occasions disputes. 

transf. and fig. 1951 Affect. Narr. Wager 141 The Crew 
.. he should have consider’d as a Flock, whereof he had 
undertaken the Care. 1820 SuHeLiry /WVitch Ad/. x, Every 
shepherdess of Ocean’s flocks, 

4. fig. a. In spiritual sense, of a body or the 
whole body of Christians, in relation to Christ as 
the ‘Chief Shepherd’, or of a congregation in re- 
lation to its pastor. i 

#1340 Hampotr Psalter xxviii, x Apostils pat ware ledirs 
of godis floke. 1393 GowEr Con/. Prol. 1, 16 Christes. -flocke 
without guide Deuour'd is on euery side. ¢1440 York 
Myst. xxvii. 146 The flokke schall be full fayne to flee. 
1688 J. Upatt Demonstr. Discip. (Arb.) 26 The minister is 
1611 Bisre 1 Pet. v. 2 
Feede the flocke of God which is among you. 1641 Mitton 
Refornt, 4 He that.. faithfully from that time forward feeds 
his parochial flock. 1797 Mrs. Ravcuirre /tadian x, The 
Father-director and his flock seemed perfectly to understand 
each other. 1865 Mrs. Gasket Covsin Phillis 40 The minis- 
ter, .had been calling on the different members of his flock. 

b. Occasionally applied to any body of per- 
sons under the charge or guidance of some one ; 
e.g. to a family of children in relation to their 


arents,. 
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FLOCK, 


5. attrib. and Comb, a. simple attrib., as flock 
district, farm; YP. objective, as floch-feeder; c. 
instrumental, as /lock-fed, -nibbled adjs. Also, 
flock-duck (U.S.), a scaup-duck ; flock-feeding, 
the habit of feeding in flocks ; flock-man, a shep- 
herd (Cent, Dict,); flock-master, an owner or 
overseer of a flock; a sheep-farmer; flock-rake 


Sc. (see quot.). 

1795 Scots Mag. LVII. 480/1 The recent loss of sheep, 
after shearing, in the “flock districts. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. 
Pract. Agric. 11, 238 Where lands of this description are 
attached to *flock farms. 1800 Hurpis Mav. Village 2 ‘The 
proud eminence, whose steep For ever *flock-fed, shelters 
his loved elms. 1545 Jove xf. Dan. v. liij b, To maintayne 
.. ydle bisshops, preistis and monkis, the trewe *flokfeders 
neglected, 1893 G. D. Lestiz Lett. to Marco ii. 19 
This *flock-feeding saves a lot of time spent in looking 
out for danger. 1798 S/orting Mag. XI. 307 ‘The *flock- 
masters of the South Downs. 1883 7%zes 19 May 5 Many 
of..the flockmasters .. have upwards of 10,000 sheep. 1800 
Hurois Fav, Village 107 On each blade Of the *flock-nibbled 
field. 1813 Kerr Agric. Surv. Berwicksh. vi. § 2.179 Very 
large pastures, provincially termed *flock-rakes. 

Flock (figk), 5.2 Forms: 3-5 flokke, 3-6 
flocke, 6- flock. [prob. a. OF. oc lock of wool, 
snowflake, etc. :—L. floccus, 

Words of similar sound and meaning exist in other Teut. 
langs.: OHG. /Zoccho wk. masc. (MHG. wlocke, mod.Ger. 
Jlocke), MDu. viocke MLG., (mod.Du. vlok), MDa. flok, flock 
(mod.Da. lok), MSw. /lokker (mod.Sw. flock, flocka). It 
is doubtful whether these words are adopted from Lat, or 
Rom., or genuinely Teut.; in the latter case they would 
prob. be related by ablaut to ON. /7dke felt, hair, wool, and 
to Fraxe sd.2 If the Teut. words are not of L. origin, they 
must be altogether unconnected with L. /Zoccus, unless 
it be supposed that the pre-Teut. word began with A/.] 

1. A lock, tuft or particle (of wool, cotton, etc.), 
+ As a type of something valueless or contemptible: 
see quot. 1592 and FLOCK v.? 2. 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 167/2 Flokkys of wulle or oper lyke, 
Jloccus, 1563 W. FuLKE Meteors (1640) 48 They look white, 
like flocks of wooll. 1592 Lyty Midas 1v. ii, I will never 
care three flocks for his ambition. 1705 Bosman Guinea 
250 A sort of Hair as thick set as Flocks of Wool. 1756 P. 
Browne Yamaica 283 When the pods [of cotton] are. -ripe, 
they burst, and expose their seeds wrapt up in their native 
flocks, to the sun. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. /Tygiene (ed. 
3) 96 Bronchitis, from the inhalation of fine particles of coal 
«-flocks of cotton. P 

2. ~/. A material consisting of the coarse tufts 
and refuse of wool or cotton, or of cloth torn to 
pieces by machinery, used for quilting garments, 
and stuffing beds, cushions, mattresses, etc. 

1277 lunim. Gildh, Lond. (Rolls) 11. 433, xv capella 
nigra .. falsi operis et mixti de lana et flokkes, a1400 Cov. 
Myst. 241 Cadace wolle or flokkys .. ‘To stuffe withal thi 
dobbelet. 1494 in La. Treas. Acc. Scot. 1. 238 Item, gevin 
to Gildow to by flolkis to the harnes sadillis ijs. 1495 Act 
11 Hen, VII c, 19 Federbeddes bolsters and pillows made 
of..flokkis and feders togidre. 1589 Papfe w. Hatchet Eb, 
Their fleece [is] for flockes, not cloath. 1664 CorTTon 
Scarronides 69 A Cushion stuff’t with Flocks. 1695 Con- 
GREVE Love for L,1. i. Plays (1887) 205 Put more flocks in her 
bed. 1801 Wotcort (P. Pindar) Tears § Smiles Wks. 1812 
V. 60 A bed, but not of flocks. 1858 W. WuitEe Month in 
Yorksh. xxvii, 292 The cylinder .. ground it [rag] up into 
flocks of short, frizzly-looking fibre. 

Jig. 1603 H. Crosse Vertues Comm. (1878) 99 Swelling 
words, bumbasted out with the flocks of sundry languages. 

b. sing. collect ; e.g. in cotton-flock. 

1881 Younc Every Man his own Mechanic § 797 The 
stuffing..may be clean cotton flock, 

3. Z/. (in later use collect.stng.) Powdered wool or 
cloth, or cloth-shearings, used formerly for thicken- 
ing cloth and noW in making flock-paper. 

1483 Act 1 Rich. III c. 8 Preamble, The Sellers of such 
course Clothes, being bare of Threde, usen for to powder 
and cast Flokkys of fynner Cloth upon the same. 1541 Act 
33 Hen. VIII c, 18 Thei..shall [not] .. make or stoppe any 
maner kerseies with flockes. ¢17z0 W. Gizson Farrier's Dis- 
pens. iv. (1734) 44 Flocks, or Shavings of Cloth. .are chiefly 
used to spread over Plaisters. 1893 Yrnd, Soc. Arts XLI. 
367 The flock—which is composed of the cuttings of woollen 
cloth, cut up in a mill to the necessary degree of fineness, 
and dyed,—is then sprinkled over the paper. 

+b. Often in the spelling fox(e taken as szzg. 

1558-68 Warpe tr. Alexis’ Secr. 112 b, Take .. of cloth- 
makers’ floxe or shearing one part. 1683 Petrus /leta Alin, 
1, (1686) 155 Make each apart into Pouder.. add to it so 
much flox of woollen cloth, 

4. a. =FuLock-Bep. b. pl. =flock-papers. 

a. 1783 Crasse Village 1. Wks. 1834 11. 85 Here on a 
matted flock, with dust o’erspread, ‘The drooping wretch 
reclines his languid head. 

b. 1881 Younc Every Man his own Mechanic § 1646 
Papers for sitting-rooms may be procured at all prices, from 
Is... Satins .. ranging from 3s. to 6s., and flocks being even 
more expensive. 1884 /fealth. Exhib. Catal. 86/1 Artistic 
Wall Papers of various kinds.. Raised Flocks, 

5. pl. Of chemical precipitates, etc.: Light and 
loose masses, resembling tufts of wool. 

1592 Nasue P. Penilesse (ed. 2) 24a, Not to leaue any 
flockes in the bottom of the cup, 1676 Phil. Trans. X1, 
617 In the evaporation of all those waters, their terrestrial 
parts form'd themselves diversly; some into floting filmes, 
some into flocks. 1788 Keir zdid, LXXVIII. 327 The 
minute particles collected and fell to the bottom in form of 
white flocks. 1838 T. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 200 It 
.. precipitates again, as the liquid cools, in large deep-blue 
flocks, 

6. attril. and Comb. a. simple attrib. passing 


into adj. (=made of, or stuffed with, flock), as 
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Nock-bed, hangings, mattress, -wool; also flock-mill, 
-work, W. similative, etc., as flock-hair, -headed ; 
flock-like adj. Also, flock-paper, ‘paper pre- 
pared for walls by being sized in the first instance, 
cither over the whole surface or over special parts, 
constituting the pattern only, and then powdering 
over it flock.. which has been previously dyed’ 
(Brande Dict, Sc. 1842); + flock-pate, a foolish or 
giddy person; whence /lock-pated adj., foolish, 
giddy, stupid ; flock-powder = sense 3; ‘| flock- 
pox, some eruptive disease; flock-printing, the 
process of printing paper in size or varnish for 
ornamentation and dusting with flock while 
wet. 

1327 Lanc. § Chesh. Wills (Chetham 1854) 37, I_ beqweth 
to my sonne Hugh doghter a *fflokbedd. 1732 Porr //. 
Bathurst 301 On once a flock-bed, but repair'd with straw, 
Great Villiers lies. 1835 Wittis Pencillings 1. xxxiv. 238 No 
furniture but a flock-bed in the corner. 1877 Spry Crise 
* Challenger’ xiii. (1878) 215 The “flock hair was trained to 
grow at right angles from the head, 1649 G, Danirr 
Trinarch., Rich. 11, xcvi, Soe in *Flocke Hangings, w'* an 
Azure Nose, Are Kings sett forth. 1891 CoTEs 2 Gi7ls on 
Barge tog He .. apostrophised his steed as a ‘nasty *flock- 
headed besom’. 1796 WirnerInG rit. Plants IV. 3390 
Pileus.. brown, with “flock-like radiated scores. 1720 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 5837/4 The great Paper Mills, *Flock-Mills, and 
Corn Mill. 1869 EF. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 
331 All *flock and woollen mattresses should be discarded. 
1750 Mrs. Detany A wtobiog. & Corr. (1861) II. 593, I have 
hung my dressing room .. with a dove-colour “flock paper. 
1862 R, H. Parrerson /ss, Hist, §& Art 29 An artist. .whose 
drawing-room wall... has a flock-paper of deep green, 1681 
W. Rosertson Phraseol, Gen. (1693) 510 Very *flockpates, 
dullberds. ?1640 Kort. Ball, (Ball. Soc.) IJ. 168 He that 
would be a poet Must no wayes be *flocke-pated. 1549 
Latimer 37d Serm. bef. Edw. VI, Giv, Thei cal it *floke 
pouther they do so in corporate it to the cloth, that it is 
wonderfull to consider. 1672 in 13th Rep. Hist. MSS. 
Comm. vi. 272 My grandchild’s .. illness of the *flock pox. 
1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts V11, 169, 1 have made use 
of Spanish and Norfolk *“flock-wool mixed, 1552 /zv. Ch. 
Surrey (1869) 28 Item ij alter clothes of *fllock worke. 1720 
Lond. Gaz. No, 5877/3 Raw and thrown Silk, Flock-Work. 

Flock (figk), v.! [f. Frock 50.1] 

+1. trans. To gather (individuals) together into 
a company; to assemble, muster (troops). Zo 
Jlock in: to bring in in crowds. Obs, 

c1278 Lay. 4729 Brenne .. flockede his cnihtes alse hii 
solde to fihte. c1440 Promp. Parv. 167/2 Flokkyn, or 
gadyr to-gedyr, agevego, congrego. 1586 J, Hooker Girald, 
Lrel, in Holinshed UW. 9/2 So had he flocked in Englishmen 
to ouerrnn his countrie. 

+2. To lead away to another flock. Ods. 

1599 Sanpys Lurvope Spec. (1629) 220 ‘There were more 
danger of flocking away theyr people, if they should haue 
but a bare view of our Reformed Churches. 1672 7olevation 
not to be abused 28 You may possibly gather together a few 
stragling sheep out of other mens folds, but..there will not 
be wanting such, as may exercise your vigilancy, by under- 
mining you, and endeavouring to flock them away from 


you. 

3. intr. (rarely + ref.) To gather in a company 
or crowd, to congregate; to come or go in great 
numbers, to troop. Const. about, after (a person), 
+ in, tnto, to, upon (a place). Also with advbs. 77, 
out, over, together. 

@1300 Cursor M, 1781 (Cott.) Pe fowuls floked bam on 
hei. 13. -£.E, Aluit, P. B.386 per-on [mountaynez] flokked 
pe folke, for ferde of pe wrake. c1340 Cursor M. 4709 
(Trin.) ‘To gider pei flocked in pat lond Bi hundrides. 
c1420 Anturs of Arth, xxvi, His fayre folke in firthes, 
flokkes in fere. 1575 Cuurcnyarp Chiffes (1817) 194 ‘They 
floke so fast, that daily sought my bloode. 1600 SHAKS. 
A. Y. L.1.i. 123 Many yong Gentlemen flocke to him euery 
day. 1682 Lurrrety Brief Rel, (1857) 1. 158 [The Morocco 
ambassador] hath been..much flock’t after tobe seen. 1684 
R.H. School Recreat. 160 The Fish will flock about it from 
all Parts, 1718 Lapy M. W. Montacu Let. to Abbé Conti 
31 July, Many of the women flocked in to see me. 1865 
Kinecstey /erew, xvi, All the fowl of heaven were flocking 
tothe feast. 1874 Hetrs.Soc, Press. ii. 16 On their holidays, 
the whole population flock out to some beautiful garden. 1892 
S. R. Garpiner Student’s Hist. Eng, 12 Traders continued 
to flock over from Gaul, 

4.. trans, a. To crowd upon, throng (a person). 
b. nonce-use. To fill or occupy as a_ flock 
does. 

1609 J. Taytor (Water-P.) Pennyl. Piler. Wks. (1630) 122 
Good fellowes trooping, flock’d me so. 1839 Baitey /estus 
(1854) 206 Since first they flocked creation’s fold, 

Plock (figk), v.2 [f. Frock 56,2] 

1. trans. a, ‘To stuff with flocks. b. To cover 
(a prepared surface of cloth or paper) with flock 
or wool-dust (see FLock sé.2 2— y 

1530 PatsGr. 552/2 Flocke your mattres for woll is dere. 
1567 Sc. Act Fas. VI (1814) 41/2 Pat pe said clayth be na 
wyiss flokkit. 18.. een ios ade Rev. XX. 223 (Cent.) 
If the goods have been heavily flocked .. there may be 
trouble in getting them evenly sheared. 

+2. To treat with contempt, set at naught (after 
L. flocet facere) ; also absol. Cf. FuocK sb.4 1. Obs. 

1545 Una t, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xx. 47 Suche simple 
wedowes therefore do they easily flocke and loute. 1548 
Gesre Pr, Masse 132 What is to flocke and despyse God 
yf that be not? @x1g75 Pitkincton Expos. Nehem. Wks. 
(Parker Soc.) 390 They .. flock and flout whosoever would 
have them to continue there, 

Hence Flo‘cking v0/. sb. (attrib.). 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 886/1 Mlocking-machine, one 
for distributing flock on a prepared surface of cloth or paper, 





FLOD. 


+ Flockard. Ods. [ad. OF r. focguart, floccard, 
explained by Godef, as a flowing veil hanging from 
the kind of head-dress called ‘hennin’ (worn in 
14-16th c.).] A veil, a lappet. 

1465 Mann. & HTouseh. Exp. 485 Payd for ij. flokardes for 
mastres Ysbelle the same day, ij.s. Sr Howard 
Househ, Bks, Roxb.) 99 A peir of flokkardes for my Lady 
Barneis xij.s. vili.d. 

Flocked (flpkt), AA7. a. [f. Fnoox v.? and sb.2 
+-ED.] a. Covered or thickened with flock. 
+b. Formed into woolly-looking masses (o/s.). 
+e. Adorned with a tuft (Fr. +flogué) (obs.), 
d. Flocked enamel (see quot. 1884). 

1607 R. C. tr. 17. Estienne’s World Wond. 125 Flocked 
cloth. 1626 A, Speen Adam out of £. i. (1659) 9 French furze 
. will grow very spacious and to great flockt bodies in few 
years. 1660 I’, Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. I. xiii. 38 The 
Prince wears a red turban flocked with white [F. /Jogué de 
blanc), from whence he is called Sophy, which signifies a 
red-flock’t cap. 1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 348/2 ‘locked 
Enamel, enamel ornamentation on glass whose surface has 
been previously dulled by grinding, or acid, 

Flocker (flgko1). [f. Frock v.1+-rr1.] In 
pl. Those who flock ¢o (a person or place). 

[14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 587 Gregarius, a filockere, et est 
canis pastoris.) cx61x Cuarman J/iad 1. 71 ‘The earth was 
overlaid With flockers to them. 

+ Flo‘cket. Os. [? a. OF. floquet tuft, shaggy 
cloth.] ‘A loose garment with long sleeves’ (Strutt). 

1529 SKELTON Elynour Rummyng 53 She wylliet .. In 
her furred flocket, And gray russet rocket. 

Flocking (figkin), v7. sd. [f. Frock v1 + 
-InG1,] Gathering in crowds, congregating. 

1604 ‘I’. Wricut Passions 1, ix. 35 For what ende hath 
Nature given this alteration or flocking of humours to the 
hearte? 1669 WoopnEap St. Teresa 1. xxxiy. 226 Wher- 
ever we went, there was such flocking. 1894 /Vestm. Gaz. 
13 June 5/r What a flocking of interviewers to Cheyne-row ! 

Flocking (flpkin), #//. a. [f. as prec, + -ING ,] 
Assembling in flocks or crowds. 

1881 Muncaster Positions xxxvii. (1887) 145 To cut of 
this flocking multitude, 1878 AZasgue Poets 217 The flocking 
gulls that came and fled, 

Hence Flockingly adv., in a flock. 

; Ms. MS, Egerton 829 f. 94 (Halliw.) Gregatim, flokyng- 
yche. 

Flockless (flpklés), a. [f. Fock sd,! + -unss.] 
Without a flock or flocks. 

1598 SytvestER Du Bartas u. 1. m1. 809 Our fields are ¢ 
flock-less. 1843 Syp. Smitu Let. C’tess Grey Mem, & Lett, 
1855 II, 500 You must remove the flockless pastors, or the 
payment of the priesthood will be useless. 

+ Flo‘ckling. Ods. [See -11NG.] One ofa flock. 

a1652 Brome Q. §& Concubine iv. iil, Wks. 1873 II. 85 
Turpentine and ‘Tarre to keep my Flocklings cleanly. 

+ Flo‘ckly, adv. Obs. [f. as prec. + -Ly 2.] 

1552 Huroer, Flocklye, or in a bushement, confertint. 
1847 Craic, /lockly, in a body or flocks. 

+ Flo-ck-meal, adv. Obs. Forms: 1 floe(e)- 
méelum, 4 flocmele, flockmel, 5-6 flo(c)kmell, 
-mele, 6-7 flock(e)meale. [OE. floccmalum, f. 

floce Fuock sb.1+4+meélum, dat. pl. of m7 measure : 
cf. piecemeal, stoundemele.| By companies or troops 
(of persons), vavely by groups or heaps (of things), 
In later use sometimes preceded by dy or zn, v 

c 893 K. ASLrrEp Ovos. u. v. §2 Hie bonne hie flocemalum 
slogan. 1382 Wyciir 2 AZace, xiv. 14 Than heithen men 
that fledden Judas fro Judee, flocmele ioynyden hem to 
Nychanore. 1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb, 107 ‘Theder 
came flockemele the multytude of tho blessyd sowlys. 1566 
Drant Wail. Hierim, K vij b, The stones..Flock meale to 
corners of eche strete arescatered. 1583 STANyHURST A eneis 
ty. (Arb.) rog In cluster you see thee coompanye swarming 
On the shoare in flockmeale, 1600 HoLtanp Livy 1. xxviil. 
(1609) 62 All the younger sort of the Senatours, approched 
by flockmeale, hard almost to the Consuls seats, 1611 
Srrep Hist. Gt, Brit, 1x. xviii. (1632) 903 Some Lords, 
Knights and Gentlemen .. assembled in sundry Companies, 
and went flocke-meale in harnesse, 

Flock-wise (flykwaiz), adv. [f. FuooK sé.) + 
-WISE.] In flocks or in a flock or group. 

1837 Lonar. l’rithiof’s Homestead 12 ‘Vhe white-looking 
stray clouds, flock-wise, spread o'er the heavenly vault. 
1855 — Hiaw.xvi. 250 Hiawatha’s mountain chickens flock- 
wise swept and wheeled about him, 

Flocky (flp‘ki), a [f. Fuocx 56.2 + -y1.] 

1. a. Resembling flock; flock-like. b. Abound- 
ing with flocks or locks of woolly matter; floccose. 

1597 Gerarve Herbal 1. Ixxiy. § 1. 107 The whole plant 
consisteth of a woollie or flockie matter. 1707 J. STEVENS 
tr. Quevedo’s Com, Wks. (1709) 469 Flock eads and 
clotted Hair. 1833 Herscuer A stron. xii. 403 it [this nebula] 
is formed of little flocky masses, like wisps of cloud. 1838 
T. ‘THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 96 Bicolorin, .is usually in 
the state of a light flocky powder, 

2. Comb., as flocky-white adj. 

1865 J. Wytpe in Circ. Sc. I. 191/2 The zinc becomes 
oxidised, producing a flocky-white powder. 

Flocoon (flpkin). [ad. F. /ocon tuft of wool, 
flake of snow, etc., f. OF, floc :—L. floccus Fiock 
sb.2] (See quot.) 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. IV. xii. 135 Those flocoons 
that look like cotton, and cover the body of several. . Aphides, 
if closely examined will be found of the nature of wax. 

Flod, obs. form of FLoop. 

+Flod, v. Obs. [?onomatopceic; cf. plod.] 
intr. ?'To walk slowly. 


1677 N. Cox Gentil. Recreat. 1. 14 There is no getting a 
shoot at them without a Stalking-horse, . who will. .walk up 


FLODDER. 


and down in the Water which way you please, flodding and 
eating on the Grass that grows therein. 

Flodd(e, flod(e,-obs. forms of Fioop. 

+ Flo‘dder, v. Sc. Obs. [f. fod Fuoop sd. + 
-rr2, Cf. Frorrmr.] zrans. To flood. a. To 
overflow. b. ¢ransf. To ‘blubber’ or disfigure 
(the face) by weeping. 

1513 Doucias nezs vit. Prol. 52 The law vaille flodderit 
all wyth spait. Zd¢d. x1. ii. 80 With gret terys flodderit his 
face and ene. 

Flodge (Igdz). dial. [var. of Fnosu; cf. 
SLUSH, SLUDGE, and see Fuasu 50.1] A small 
pool, a puddle. 

1696 A. pe 1a Pryme Diary (Surtees) 8r He himself saw 
--in_all the gutters and rivelets of water in the streets 
and in the flodges, great quantities of little young jacks. 
1870 KE. Pracock Ralf Skirl. I. 195 Miniature Jakes which 
Lincolnshire men call flodges stretched across the path. 

Floe (flov). [perh. a. Norse fo layer, level 
piece (Ivar Aasen):—ON /#é fem. The usual Da. 
word for (ice-)floe is fage=FLaw 6.1] 

1. A sheet of floating ice, of greater or less ex- 
tent ; a detached portion of a field of ice. Also 
tce-floe. 

1817 ScorEspy in Aun. Reg., Chron. 531 Pieces of very 
large dimensions, but smaller than fields, are called floes. 
1823 — North. Whale Fishery 7x We came to the edge of 
a heavy floe, 8 or 1o miles in diameter. 1857 E. Parry 
Mem. Sir W. E. Parry 76 One of the whalers..was crushed 
between two moving floes. 1878 Marxuam Gt. Frozen Sea 
i. 2 They wert destined to grapple and fight with the heavy 
and unyielding ice floes of the Polar Ocean. 

transf. 1886 Hatt Caine Sox of Hagar u. xiii, The moon 
might fly behind the cloud floes. 

2. attrib. and Comd., as floc-edge; floeberg, a 
berg composed of floe-ice: floe-flat, a seal = floe 
vat; floe-ice (see quot. 1882) ; floe-rat, a sealer’s 
name for the small ringed seal (Phoca hispida). 

1878 E. L. Moss Shores Polar Sea Descr. Plate xii, The 
great stratified masses of salt ice .. are .. fragments broken 
from the edges of the perennial floes. We called them *floe- 
bergs in order to distinguish them from, and express their 
kinship to, icebergs. 1856 Kane Avct. £xpi. I. vii. 72 We 
perceived that they were at some distance from the *floe- 
edge. 1883 /isheries E-xhib. Catal. (ed. 4) 173 Harbour 
Ranger or *Floe Flat. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. vii. (1856) 
52 A vast plain of undulating ice .. This was the “floe ice. 


1880 Standard 20 May 3 Of the *‘floe-rat’ the Greenlanders - 


kill every year about fifty-one thousand. 

Floe, var. of FLow sd.2 

|| Floetz (flets), a Geol. [attrib. use of Ger. 
flotz a layer, dialectal var. of fletz: see Fixr.] 
(See quot. 1865.) Also in Comé., as floetz-trap. 

181r Pinkerton Petrad. 1, 99 It belongs to the floetz-trap 
rocks. 1865 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms, Flotz ..a term 
applied by Werner to the Secondary strata, because they 


were flétz or flat-lying, compared with the Primary and 
Transition rocks. 

Flog (fgg), v. [Mentioned in 1676 as a cant 
word. Presumably of onomatopceic formation ; 
ef. Fuack, Fiar; if it originated in school slang, 
it may have been suggested by L. fage//are.] 

1. trans. To beat, whip; to chastise with re- 
peated blows of a rod or whip. 

1676 Corrs, /Yog, to whip [marked as a cant word]. 1740 
Christm, Entertainm. ii. (1883) 10 Then I was as certainly 
flogged. 1784 CowreEr 7%roc. 329 How he was flogged, or 
had the luck to escape. 1809 Byron Let. to Hodgson 25 
June, The women are flogged at the cart’s tail. 1830 
Marryar King’s Own i, A man sentenced to be flogged 
round the fleet receives an equal part of the whole number 
of lashes awarded alongside each ship composing that fleet. 
1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxxiii, Tom shall have 
the pleasure of flogging her. 188x Bresanr & Rice Chafd. 
Fleet 1. 49 Is it not barbarous to flog our soldiers and sailors 
for insubordination? 

absol, 1727 Swirt Molly Mog iv, The School-Master’s joy 
is to flog. 1887 L. SterHen in Dict. Nat. Biog. X1. 303 
Boyer flogged pitilessly. 

. Const. zzto, out of, through. 

1830 Gentl. Mag, Jan. 56/2 Providence flogged him 
[Richter] into contentment. 1852 SmepLey ZL. Arundel i. 
1g, I have not forgotten the Greek and Latin flogged into 
us at Westminster. 1886 J. Wesrpy-Gipson in Dict. Nat. 
Biog. VI. 42/1 What he knew of mathematics he was 
‘flogged through’. 1887 Hatt Caine Coleridge i. 21 I'll 
flog your infidelity out of you! , 

e. To urge forward (a horse, etc.) by flogging. 
Also fig. (in early 19th c. to urge on by impor- 


tunity, etc.) 

1793 Spirit Pub. Frnls. (1799) 1. 111 Two of the largest 
[turkeys] .. were flogged up into the boot of a mail-coach. 
1800 I. Mitner in L7fe xil. (1842) 220, I was flogged by 
good Richardson... to let him have the Zz/e. 1806-7 J. 
Beresrorp Miseries Hum. Life (1826) 11. xvi, To flog 
yourself up into an inclination to work in your garden. 1841 
James Brigand iii, Take off the bridles of their horses, and 
flog them down the valley. 

d. fig. in phrases, Zo flog the glass (see quot.) ; 
to flog the clock, to move the hands forward. 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789), Manger du sable, to 
flog the glass, or cheat the glass; expressed of the steersman, 
who turns the watch-glasses before they have run out, in 
order to shorten the period of his watch. 1894 Daily 
Chron. 4 Aug. 3/5, I got suspicious that it [the clock] was 
being flogged—that is, altered—in the interest of making 
the time of those in the mate’s watch shorter. i ; 

2. fig. a. slang. To ‘beat’, excel. b. dzal. in 
pass. ‘To tire out. Cf Drap-BEat A, 

a 1841 ‘I, Hook (Ogilv.) Good cherry-bounce flogs all the 











339 


foreign trash in the world. 1847 Le Fanu 7. O’Brien 253 
Of all the brimstone spawn that I ever came across that 
same she-devil flogs them. 1875 Swssex Gloss. s.v., | was 
fairly flogged by the time I got home. 1883 E. A. Freeman 
in Stephens Life § Lett, (1895) IL. 274, I think for position 
it flogs every place I know. 

In general sense: To beat, lash, strike ; also 
with down. Lshing. ‘To cast the fly-line over (a 
stream) repeatedly ; also adsol. Cricketing. To 
‘punish’ (bowling). 

180r Wotcort (P. Pind.), Tears and Smiles Wks. 1812 V. 
44 As schoolboys flog a top. 1837 Marryar Dog-jiend v, 
The vessel so flogged by the waves. 1853 Herscurr Pop. 
Lect. Sc. 1. § 23 (1873) 17 Trees were seen to flog the 
ground with their branches. 1859 JepHson Lrittany v. 56 
‘Trout streams, which have not yet been flogged by cock- 
neys. 1867 F. Francis Angling ix. (1880) 327 A salmon 
bullied into rising by a customer who .. kept flogging on. 
1884 I. Bryry in Lillywhite’s Cricket Ann. 8 Bonnor .. 
flogged the bowling to the extent of 54. 1892 WuHyYMPER 
Great Andes iii. 68 The only possible way of proceeding 
was to flog every yard of it [the snow] down. 

b. gtr. Of a sail: To beat or flap heavily. 

1839 Marryar Phant. Ship xxii, The storm-staysail .. 
flogged and cracked with a noise louder than the gale. 

4. Comb., as flog-master, a prison flogger. 

1702 IT. Brown Lett. Dead to Living Wks. 1760 II. 205 
Busby was never a greater terror to a blockhead, or the 
Bridewell flog-master to a night-walking strumpet. 

Hence Flogged, Flogging f//. adjs. 

1682 [see FLaucinc]. 1836 Gen. P. THompson L-verc. 
(1842) IV. 99 Keeping us what Mr. Cobbett denominated 
‘a flogged people’, 1884 Athenxum 19 July 75/3 He 
undergoes brutal treatment from a flogging master. 1891 
Sat. Rev. 21 Mar. 343/2 The blood of flogged boys. 

Flogga:tion. xonce-wd. [f. prec. + -ATION.] 
Flogging, a punishment by flogging. 

1688-9 Jeffrey's Last Will in Ld, Campbell Chancellors 
(1846) III. cii. 579, 1.. being in sound and perfect memory, 
of high commissions. . loggations, gibitations [etc.]. 

Floggee (flpgz'). [f. as prec. +-nE.] One who is 
flogged. 

1836 Marryar Midsh. Lasy (1863) 15 Why should there 
be a distinction between the flogger and the floggee? 1881 
Sata in Jdlustr. Ld. News 7 May 443 The ‘flogee’ had 
received his twenty-five lashes. 

Flogger (flggo1). [f. as prec.+ ER 4] 

1. One who flogs. 

1708 Motreux Rabelais iv. xxi. (1737) 93. 1713 Doctor 
no Changeling 13 Doctor Busby, the Famous Flogger of 
Westminster. 1844 Lp. BroucHam A. Lumned IL. vi. 145 
The common gaol, where a public flogger attends. 1876 
Grant Burgh Sch. Scotl. u. y. 208 note, Dr. Parr was 
quite as distinguished a flogger as a scholar. 

2. slang. A horse- or riding-whip. 

1789 G. Parker Life’s Painter 173 Whip, flogger. 1795 
Porrer Dict, Cant (ed. 2), Mlogger,a whip. 18.. Sporting 
Times (Barrére), Compared with the light and elegant 
floggers of the present day, it is a heavy, common ‘riding 
companion’. 

3. A kind of tool (see quot.). 

1884 Knicutr Dict. Mech. IV. 348/2 logger, a bung- 
starter. An instrument for beating the bung stave of a cask 
to start the bung. 

Flogging (flgin), vd/. sd. [f. as prec. + -InG1.] 
The action of the vb. FLoa. 

1. The practice or system of punishment by 
blows ; an instance of it ; a chastisement. 

1758 SHENSTONE Let. to Graves 22 July, I have not only 
escaped a flogging [in the JZonthly Review] but am treated 
with great civility. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge x\vii, 
There’s nothing like flogging to cure that disorder. 1851 
Hr. Martineau fst. Peace (1877) ILI. 1v. xi. g2 The ques- 
tion of military flogging was brought forward year by 
year. 

2. In various uses. a. The action of forcing up 
(arent). b. The flapping (of a sail). ce. Aishing. 
(See Foe v. 3). 

1835 Marryat Pirate iii, Keep the sheet fast .. or the 
flogging will frighten the lady. 1886 0. Rev. CLXIII. 350 
When a long day’s flogging has been at last followed 
bya solitary rise. 1881 Dazly News 9 Sept. 2/1 The tenants 
were really unable to stand any longer the flogging of 
rents which they had managed to pay for so many years. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as flogging-block, -cove, 
-slake; flogging-chisel, a large cold chisel used 
in chipping castings; flogging-hammer, a small 
sledge-hammer used for striking a flogging-chisel. 

1827 in Hansard Parl, Debates 12 Mar. XVI. 1126 Some 
of the men were brought out so frequently to be flogged, that 
they were known by the name of the *flogging-blocks. 1851 
THACKERAY Lng, Hum. iii. (1876) 219 By good fortune [to] 
escape the flogging-block. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 
886/2 *Flogeing-chisel. 17..B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, *Flog- 
ging-cove, the Beadle, orWhipper in Bridewell. 1874 Knicur 
Dict, Mech. 1, 886/2* Flogging-hammer, 1785 Grose Dict. 
Vile. Tongue,* Flogging stake, the whipping post. 

Hence Flo'ggingly adv. 

1840 New Monthly Mag. LVIII. 527 A frown from Mr. 
Innovate, floggingly put on, hastened his preparations. 

Flogh, obs. pa. t. of FLay. 

+Flo'ghter, v. Obs. [cf. Frocur and Fraven- 
TER v.] zztr. To waver. Hence Floghtering, 
ppl. a. 

1s2x Fisuer Lug. Wks, (1876) 313 That we floghter not 
in the catholike doctryne. /dzd. 334 Against all floghteryng 
doutfulnes. 

Plogster (fp-gsta1). rare. [f. Foc v.: see 
-ster.}] ‘One who is addicted to fogging’ (Cent. 
Dict.). 
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+ Floine. Ods. Also 4 floyne, floygene. [a. 
OFr. flowin in same sense.] A kind of small 
ship. 

13.. Seve Ferus., MS. Cott. Calig. A ii. f. 1x1 (Halliw.) 
Ther were floygenes on flote..Cokkes and karekkes y-cas- 
telled alle. ?@ 1400 Morte Arth. 743 In floynes and fercestez, 
and Flemesche schyppes. a@1400 Octouian 1485 Many 
galeys, schyppes, and floyne. 

Floi'ster, v. 

1569 J. Sanrorp tr. Agrifpa’s Van. Artes 104b note, 
Lawes enacted concerninge floisteringe beggers. 1847 
Hatuwe tt, /loistering, skittish, boyish. 

Flok(k)ard : see FLockarp. 

Floke, Flokes, obs. ff. Fruxn, Fiux, 

Flom, obs. form of FuumMr, 

Flomery, flommery, obs. ff. FLumMrry. 

Flon, flone, vars. of FLANE Ods., arrow. 

Flong (flpy). Stereotyping. [anglicized pro- 
nunciation of Fr. faz: see FLAwN.] (See quots.) 

1880 Printing Times 15 Feb. 30/1 The flong is really the 
substance made of several thicknesses of paper fastened 
together by the paste, 1888 Jacosi Lrinter's Vocab., 
Flong, the prepared paper used for making the moulds for 
casting stereo by the paper process. 

Flong, obs. pa. t. and pa. pple. of Firne 2, 

Flood (flvd), sd. Forms: 1 fléd, 2-6 flod(e, 
3 flodd, fludd, 3-4 south. vlod(e, 4-6 floode, 
flude, (5 flowede, flowyd, fluyd, floth), 5-7 
flud, 6 flodde, floud(d)e, fludde, 6-7 floud, 
Se. fluid, 4- flood. [Com, Teut.: OF. /7éd str. 
masc, and neut. = OFris. and OS. fléd masc., 
fem. and neut. (MDu. vloet, Du. vloed) = OHG. 
Jiuot fem. (MHG. v/uo¢t masc. and fem., Ger. fut 
fem.), ON, 760 neut., Goth. /dus fem. :—OTeut. 
*0du(s:—pre-Teut. plots, f. Aryan verbal stem 
*plo, whence FLtow v. The primary sense, in ac- 
cordance with the original function of the suffix - /7, 
is ‘action of flowing’, though the concrete uses are 
found in all Teut. langs. 

For the abnormal development of the vowel in mod.Eng. 
cf, BLoop.] ; : 

1. The flowing in of the tide. Often in phrases, 
ebb and flood, + tide of flood; also, young, quarter, 


half, full flood, top of flood. 

a 1000, etc. [see Esp sé, 1], O. 2. Chron. an. 1031 Whenne 
pzet flod byp ealra hehst & ealra fullost. c1z00 77in. Coll. 
Hom. 177 For swiche flode, and for swich ebbinge pe 
prophete nemmed pis woreld se. 1297 R. Groue. (1724) 20 
Heo .. wende uorp with god wynd & wel dryuyng flode. 
c1350 Will. Palerne 2745 At pe fulle flod pei ferden to 
sayle. c1q425 Wyntoun Cro. 1x. iil. 47 For Swlway was 
at pare passyng All Eb, pat pai fand pan on Flud, 1523 
Lp. Berners /voéss, I. xcii. 114 They cast anker and abode 
the fludde. 1627 Carr. Smitu Seaman's Gram. x. 47 Flood 
is when the water beginneth to rise, which is young flood 
as we Call it, then quarter flood, halfe flood, full Sea, still 
water, or high water. 1769 E. Bancrorr Wat. H7sé. 
Guiana 323 The fish enter with the tide of flood. 1801 
R. Donnetty in Naval Chron. VI. 161 The young flood 
making close in shore, 1858 A/erc. Marine Mag. V. 175 
The flood runs 3 hours. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bh. 
s.v., Top of flood or high-water. 

Jig. €1430 Lypc. Min. Poems 77 Ebbe after floode of al 
prosperite. 1589 Ferrers Mir. Mag., Dk. Glocesterxi,Whan 
Fortunes flud ran with full streame. 1601 Suaxs. Fx. C. 
1v. iii, 219 ‘There is a Tide in the affayres of men, Which 
taken at the Flood, leades on to Fortune. 1647 R. 
Srapytton Fuvenal Pref., The empire..was at the highest 
flood of humane prosperity. 1710 PAtmer Proverbs 143 
It seldom happens, but that a flood of words have an ebb 
of sense. @1862 Buckie Civiliz. (1873) ILI. iii. 178 The 
flood of material prosperity had fairly set in. 

2. A body of flowing water; a river, stream, 
usually, a large river. Obs. exc. poet. + Against 


the flood: against the stream. 

825 Vesp. Psalter \xxix [Ixxx]. 12 Du adenedes, .08 flod 
[Vulg. #xnen] setene his, c 1000 AEt¥ric Gex. ii. 10 Pat 
flod eode of stowe pare winsumnisse. c1200 ORMIN 10612 
O 30nnd hallf flod wass Sannt Johan Bapptisste forr to 
fullhtnenn. a 1300 Cursor AZ. 5624 (Cott.) pe kings doghter 
plaiand yod And sagh be vessel on pe flodd. @1470 Tirrorr 
Cxsar xii. (1530) 15 A flod called the Thames, 1485 
Digby Myst. Vv. 491, I wyll no more row a-geyn the filode. 
1562 ‘Turner Baths 3b, The bathes of Baden .. are 
betwene the famous flode the Rene and the black or martian 
wood. 1605 Sparke Brotherly Persw. (1607) 59 The water 
of the flood Iordan. 1735 SomERVILLE Chase 1v. 407 Ev'ry 
. -hollow Rock, that o’er the dimpling Flood Nods pendant. 
1814 Worvsw. Wh. Doe of Kyl. uw. 225 She will to her 
peaceful woods Return, and to her murmuring floods. 

transf. and fig. c1200 Trin, Coll. Hom. 111 He drane 
of dedes flode. 1340 Ayend. 247 Drinke of the ulode of pine 
zuetnesse, 

3. In wider sense: Water as opposed to land, 
often contrasted with field and jive. Also p.: cf. 
waters. Now foet. or rhetorical. 

@ 1000 Cxdmon’s Gen, 204 (Gr.) Cynn, ba pe flod wecced 
..inc hyrad eall. ¢ xz00 OrMIN 14816 Swa batt te king wibb 
all hiss ferd Wass drunncnedd unnderr flodess. a1300 
Cursor M. 13323 (Cott.) ‘Petre’ he said, ‘pou has ben god 
Fissar hiddir-til on flod’. ¢1325 Metr. Lom. 135 Schip 
fletes on the flode. c1450 Golagros § Gaw. 302 The roy.. 
socht to the ciete of Criste, our the salt flude. 1590 SHAKs. 
Mids, N.u.i. 5 Through flood, through fire, I do wander 
euerie where. «1668 Davenanr Distresses Wks. (1673) 55 
Those .. cold and slippery Creatures that Possess the rest- 
less Flood. 1788 Cowper Morning Dream 25 Vhus swiftly 
dividing the flood, To a slave-cultured island we came. 
1812 J. Witson Js/e of Palms 1. 42 My spirit.. Looks down 
on the far-off Flood. 1857 G. Lawrence Guy vce iv, The 
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accidents of flood and field were discussed. [After SHAks. 
Oth, 1. iil. 135-] 

fig. a1711 Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 167 The 
Floods of Joy celestial gently roll, Wave after Wave. 

4. An overflowing or irruption of a great body 
of water over land not usually submerged; an 
inundation, a deluge. Jn flood, + on a flood: (of 
a river, etc.) overflowing its banks; (of land) in an 
inundated condition. 

c1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. vii. 25 Pa com ber ren, & mycele 
flod, 1125 O. EZ, Chron. an. 1125 On Ses ilces Zeares wear 
swa micel flod .. pat feola tunes & men weordan adrencte. 
a@1300 Cursor M. 1042 (Cott.) Pis paradis es sett sua hei, 
Pat moght neuer flod ant par nei. ¢ 1374 Cuaucer 7yroylus 
i. 59t Campsall MS. (640) Syn it ron, and al was ona flode. 
1496 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl. I. 283 For bering of the 
Kingis treis that the flude hed away. 1594 Suaks. Wich. 
11, w. iv. 512 By sudden Floods, and fall of Waters, 
Buckinghams Armie is dispers’d. 1673 Ray Yourn, Low C. 
8 Great Rivers, which .. in times of Floods brought down 
with them abundance of Earth. 1781 Cowrer Charity 282 
Shipwreck..fire, and flood, Are mighty mischiefs. 1855 
Macau.ay //isé, Eng. 111. xi. 78 On one occasion, when the 
floods were out, he exposed his life to imminent risk. 
Froupe in S. Afric. Notes 13-19 Dec., The rivers in the 
colony are reported to be in flood. 

transf. and fig. az225 Ancr. R. 74 Of a drope waxed 
a muche flod .. bet adrenced pe soule. cx460 Towneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 149 Alas! my hart is alle on flood, x61 
Suaks. Cyd. 1. vi. 74 With his eyes in flood with laughter. 
1864 TENNyson Aylmer’s I’, 339 His passions all in flood 
And masters of his motion. 1883 MacrapYEn in Congrega- 
tional Year-bk. 39 Floods of unbelief and carelessness have 
overspread the land. 

b. Zhe flood: the great deluge recorded in the 
book of Genesis as occurring in the time of Noah; 
hence often Woah’s flood; also, the great, general 
or zzversal flood. 

Beowulf 1689 (Gr.) Flod ofsloh .. giganta cyn. c¢ 1000 
Ags. Gosf. Luke xvii. 27 Flod com and ealle forspilde. 
1175 Lamb, Hom. 93 Hit itimode efter noes flode. 1398 
Trevisa Barth, De P.R. xiv. iv. (1495) 470 Therin [Ararat] 
Noes shyppe restyd after the flood. c14so0 tr. De Jmztatione 
1, xxxvi, Huery flesshe had corrupte his wey, and per fore 
folowed pe gret flode, 1533 Evyor Cast. Helthe (1539) 
32 b, The yniuersall deluge or floudde. 1571 Campion //zst. 
‘rel, vii. (1633) 22 Vhree hundred yeares after the generall 
Floud. 1734 Pore “ss. AZan iv. 212 1f your ancient but 
ignoble blood Has crept through scoundrels ever since the 
flood. @1839 Prarp Poenzs (1864) 1. 199 You would have 
sworn. .He had fished in the flood with Ham and Shem ! 

ce. Deucalion’s flood: a great deluge said, in 
Greek mythology, to have occurred in Thessaly. 

1653 WALTON Avgler i. 12 Some say, it [Angling] is as 
ancient as Deucalions Floud. 

5. A profuse and violent outpouring of water; a 
swollen stream, a torrent; a violent downpour of 
rain, threatening an inundation. 

c 1208 Lay. 3894 From heouene her com a sulcud flod, Pre 
deejzes hit rinde blod. 1831 Exyor Gov. 11.-xii. (1883) 138 
A lande flode runnynge downe of a mountayne after a 
storme, 1611 Biste Aev. xil. 15 ‘The serpent cast out of 
his mouth water as a flood. 1879 FroupE Cwsar xxii. 369 
The melting of the snows in the mountains brought a flood 
down the Segre. 1880 I”, Cornw. Gloss. s.v., It’s raining 
a flood. 

b. transf. in various uses: Applied e.g. to a 
profuse burst of tears, a copious outpouring of 
flame or light, a torrent of lava, an overwhelming 
concourse or influx of persons. 

1589 Purrennam Lg. Poesie ut. xxii, (Arb.) 263, I haue 
heard of the flouds of teares. 1607 Suaks, 7%07 1. i. 42 
You see this confluence, this great flood of visitors. 1711 
Pore Temp, Fame 478 ‘Vow'rs and temples sink in floods 
of fire. 1837 Dickens Pickwick xxxvi, Miss Bolo..went 
straight home, in a flood of tears, and a sedan chair, 1860 
‘Tyxpatt Glac. 1. ii. 12 Floods of golden light were poured 
down the sides of the mountain. 


ce. fig. in various applications. 

1340 4 yen. 247 Huanne god ssel do come ope his urendes 
ane ulod of pays. c1450 Mirour Saluacioun 4856 What 
flodes thurgh thyn hert ran of trewest sorow and wepyng. 
1589 PurrennamM Lg. Poesie 11. xxii. (Arb.) 263, I haue 
heard of. .the flouds of eloquence, or of any thing that may 
resemble the nature of a water-course. 1601 SHas. F7/. C. 
i. ii, 215 Let me not stirre you vp ‘lo such a sodaine Flood 
of Mutiny. 1719 De For Crusoe (1840) I. xviii. 327 The 
flood of joy in my breast. 1877 Mrs, Oxirnanr JZakers 
Flor. x. 241 A preacher who .. poured forth what was in 
him in floods of fiery words. 1894 Gisss Collog. Currency 
73 How do we know that there will be a flood of silver 
rather than of gold? 

+6. pl. =FLOopING 2. 

1666 G. Harvey Morb, Angl. xxxii. (1672) 97 Others that 
have the good fortune of..being delivered, escape by means 
of their Floods, 1758 in Jounson 3 and in mod. Dicts. 

7. attrib. and Comb. (sense 1), as flood-stream, 
-wave; (sense 2), as + flood crab, + gravel; (sense 
3), as flood-bickerer; (sense 4), as flood-dam, -dis- 
charge, -sliuice, -water; (sense 4b), as /lood- 
tradition. A\so flood-beat, -compelling, -like adjs. 

a@1893 Martowe Ovia’s Eleg. it. xvii, *Flood-beat 
Cythera. 1599 Nasue Lenten Stuffe 32 A.. hoast of vn- 
fatigable *flud bickerers and foame-curbers, 1735 THOMSON 
Liberty v. 473 The *flood-compelling Arch. ¢1420 Padlad. 
on Husb. 3. 862 *Floode crabbes here & ther to crucifie He 
seth, is goode. 1879 Lamberman’s Gaz. 11 June 5 ‘They 
plan to build a *flood-dam, 1878 A/acm. Mag. Jan. 245/1 
‘The *flood discharge of the Polar River. c1420 Padlad. on 
FTusb, 1. 368 *¥loode gravel is goode for coveryng. 1855 
Crarke Dict., */lood-like. 1791 W. Jessor Rep. Riv. 
Witham 14 *¥Flood-sluices. 1858 Merc. Marine Mag. V. 
366 ‘The “flood stream..sets E. by N. 1865 ‘Tytor Larly 
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Hist. Man. xi. 324 The *flood-traditions of remote regions 
of the world. 1791 W. Jessop Rep. Riv. Witham x1 
Regulate the passage of *Flood waters. 1893 G. D. Leste 
Lett. to Marco xxii. 144'Lhe gulls .. settled on the meadow 
by the flood-water, 1892 I). Reeves Homeward Bound 157 
Driving the water against both banks like a *flood wave. 

8. Special comb., as flood-anchor, ‘that which 
the ship rides by during the flood-tide’ (Adm. 
Smyth); flood-arch, an arch of a bridge under 
which the water flows in time of flood; flood- 
boards, boards fitted together so as to keep 
out a flood; flood-bridge, a bridge for use in 
flood-time ; flood-drift, sticks, etc. brought down 
by a flood; flood-flanking (see quot.); flood- 
land, land covered by water in time of flood; 
flood-loam=ALLuviuM; flood-mark, the high- 
water mark; flood-plain (see quot.) ; flood-wheel, 
a water wheel ; + flood-womb, the river bed; flood- 
wood, pieces of wood brought down by a flood ; 
also ¢ransf. andfig. Also FLOOD-GATE, FLOOD-TIDE. 

1844 Dict. Trade s.v. Anchor, The *flood anchor. 1891 
A. J. Foster Ouse 135 The bridge .. with its long line of 
*flood arches crossing the meadows. 1869 BLACKMORE 
Lorna D. i, His place it is to stand at the gate, attending 
to the *“flood-boards grooved into one another. ae NV. 
Riding Rec. VIII. 237 The repairs of the *flood-bridge. 
1869 Brackmore Lorna D. viii, I lay down .. with .. some 
*flood-drift combing over me. 1874 Knicur Dict, Afech. 
I. 886/2 *Mlood-flanking (Hydraulic Engin.), a mode of 
embanking with stiff moist clay. @188x Rossetti Spring, 
The drained *flood-lands flaunt their marigold. 1880 J. 
Geikiz Preh, Europe 22 The ancient léss or *flood- 
loam of the Meuse, 1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Merch. 
167 Things found vpon the Seas, or within the *flood-mark. 
1808 Scort Mar. u. ix, The tide did now its flood-mark 
gain, 1882 GeiKie Zert-Bk. Geol. 11. u. xi. § 3. 383 The 
level tracts or “flood-plain over which a river spreads in 
flood. 1515 in Rogers Agric. § Prices (1866) ILI. 564/1, 
1 pr. *flode wheels 7/. 1382 Wycuir /sa. xix. 7 Nakened 
shal be the *flod wombe, and the ryueres fro ther welle. 
1839 Marryar Diary Amer. Ser. 1. I. 229 The major part 
of the men were what they call here */Z00d-wood, that is, 
of all sizes and heights. 1869 Brackmore Lorna D. x, 
Between two bars, where a fog was of rushes, and flood- 
wood, 

Flood (flvd),v. [f. prec. sb. Cf. earlier Fuepu.] 

L. trans. To cover with a flood ; to inundate. 

1663 Woop Lif (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 479 The streets in 
Oxon were all flouded with water. 1748 (Welat. Larthg. 
Lima 2 It floods the Out-Skirts of the Town. 1841 
Ecruinstone //ist. Ind. 11. 45x The rainy season set in; 
the whole plain was flooded. 

transf, and jig, 1841 L. Hunr Seer (1864) 1 The sun- 
shine floods the sky and ocean. 1855 STANLEY Jez. 
Canter. iii. (1857) 120 Flooding the hedgeless plains .. the 
army ..rolled along. 1882 J. H. BLunr Ref Ch. Eng. VI. 
484 The bookstalls were flooded with Puritan pamphlets. 
1894 Gisss Collog. Currency 72 We shall be flooded with 
silver and all gold will go out of circulation. 

+b. To duck (a person) in the river. rare. 

214.. Symmie & his Bruther xi. in Laing Z. P. P. (1822) 
All pe laddes eryd with a lairrum To flud him & to flyr him. 

2. To cover or fill with water ; to irrigate (grass 
land) ; to deluge (a burning house, mine, etc.) with 
water. Also of rain, etc.; To fill (a river) to over- 
flowing. 

1831 Loupon Zucycl. Agric. § 2207 Flooding and warping 
are modes of irrigation, the former for manuring grass 
lands. 1841 W. Sprapine /éaly § Jt. Zs?. I. 364 On the 
arena of the circus or amphitheatre temporarily flooded. 
1855 Bain Sevses § Jt, ut. iii. § 14 A violent storm has 
flooded the rivers. 1883 Manch, Exam. 24 Oct. 4/6 It was 
decided yesterday. .to flood the. .Colliery. 

3. To pour (away, back, owt) in a flood, In 
quots, fig. rare. 

1829 FonBLANQUE Exgland under Seven A dmiinistr. (1837) 
I. 232 He floods away his sorrows in private. 1862 MrrIivALe 
Rone. Lip. (1871) V. xl. 60 The lifeblood of the provinces is 
flooded back upon Paris, 1888 Licntuaty Vug. Seigneur 28 
The merry girl left me to flood out her spirits on a friend, 

4. intr. a. Of rain: To fall in ‘torrents’, rare. 
b. To come in ‘ floods’ or great quantities ; also 
with 2. Zt. and fig. ©. Of ariver: To overflow. 

1755 L. Evans Wid. Brit. Colonies 30 If it floods early, it 
scarce retires within its Banks in a Month. 1813 Byron 
Giaour xi, Though raves the gust, and floods the rain. 
1829 I. Taytor “Zxthus. x. 268 Discourses, and reports, 
and tracts, that are.. flooding from the religious press. 
a1861 Croucu AZisc. Poems, Say not the Struggle 12 
Far back, through creeks and inlets making, Comes 
silent, flooding in, the main. 1886 J. K. Jerome Zdle 
Thoughts 18 ‘Vhoughts..flood in upon us. 

5. To suffer from uterine hemorrhage. 

1770 Hewson in Phil. Trans. LX. 4o4 To give women, 
who are flooding, considerable quantities of port wine. 

Hence Flooded, Flooding ///. adjs. Also 
Floo‘der. 

1627-61 Frevruam Resolves 1. lili. 95 'They..pour a plenty 
on the general world .. Surely, we nickname this same 
floodding man, when we call him by the name of Brave. 
1833 Mrs. Brownine Prometh, Bound Poems (1850) I. 179 
By the flow Of flooding Nile. 1834 M. Scorr Cruzse 
Midge (1859) 429 From the flooded floor the water was 
soaking through the seams. 1854 J. S. C. Assorr Nafoleon 
(1855) II. iv. 76 ‘ Pardon’, she exclaimed with. . flooded eyes. 
1871 Daily News 30 June, They flooded the constituency 
with money..and the result was that the honourable flooder 
was sent to what is called another’ place. 1881 Mrs. C. 
Prarv Policy § P. 1,130 Madox had .. saved Cathcart’s 
life in a flooded creek. 1891 Gatanin AZidwifery (ed. 2) 
731 Certain women have a constitutional proclivity to flood- 
ing..and have been described as ‘flooders’, 


FLOODLET. 


Floodable (flv:dab’l), a. [f. Fuoop v. + -aBix.] 
Liable to be flooded, subject to inundation, 

1872 Daily News 21 May, ‘The late rains have flooded all 
floodable parts of the country. ; 

Floodage (fludédz). [f. Fuoop sd. + -acn.] 
A flooded state, inundation. 

1864 CartyLe /’redk. Gt. LV. xu. vi. 164 This place .. had 
many accidents by floodage and by fire. 1870 Law Rep. 
Com. Pleas V. 667 ‘The effect of the milldam .. is to cause 
back water, or as it is called, floodage on the land above, 

Floo-d-ga:te, floo'dga:te. 

L. sing. and ~/. A gate or gates that may be 
opened or closed, to admit or exclude water, esf. 
the water of a flood; sec. the lower gates of 
a lock. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 167/2 Flodegate of-a mylle, sino- 
glocitorium. 1819 Churchw. Acc. St. Giles, Reading 3 
For a tent next the fflode gatis in the North side of the 
said milllane. 1677 Pror Ox/fordsh. 233 There are placed 
a great pair of Folding doors, or Flood-gates of Timber 
cross the river. 1769 Fatconrr Dict. Marine (1789), Basix 
of a dock, a place where the water is confined by double 
flood-gates. 1781 Chambers’ Cycl. s.v. Lock or Weir, 
Lock is .. a kind of canal inclosed between two gates; the 
upper called by workmen the sluice-gate, and the lower 
called the flood-gate. 1858 Larpner /Yydrost. etc. iv. 66 
The water in the higher level is confined by a floodgate. 

b. transf. and fig. chiefly in expressions relating 
to rain or tears. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 72 Hwon 3e nede moten speken a lute- 
wiht, lesed up ower mudes flod3eten, ase me ded et ter 
mulne, and leted adun sone. 1548 Hauu Chyon., Hen. VI, 
158 b, To set open the fludde gates of these devises, it was 
thought necessary, to cause some great comocion and 
rysyng of people. 1592 Suaks. Ver. § Ad. 959 Through 
the floud-gates breaks the siluer rain. 1607 Hirron Wks. 
I. 89 It setteth open the very floudgate of Gods wrath. 
a 1656 Br. Hatt Rem. Whs. (1660) 109 Let no Antinomian 
stop the floodgates of our eyes. 1663 CowLtry Disc. O. 
Cromwell (1669) 67 It is God that breaks up the Flood- 
Gates of so generala Deluge. 1781 Cowrer Convers. 264 
When wine has. .forced the flood-gates of licentious mirth ! 
1848 ‘THackeray Van. Fair xxvi, ‘The floodgates were 
opened, and mother and daughter wept. 

2. a. Asluice. b. dal. (see quot. 1886). 

1559 A, Anprison in W. Boys Sandwich (1792) 739 Wheales 
..for the drawenge up of the fludgates. 1870 SpurGEON 
Treas. Dav. Ps. v. 3 \t is idle to pull up the flood-gates of 
a dry brook, and then hope to see the wheel revolve, 1886 
Extwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., Flood-gate, a gate hung 
upon a pole across a stream, so that in flood-time it rises 
and falls by floating on the water. Its purpose is..to 
prevent cattle passing when the water is low. 

+3. The stream that is closed by or passes through 
a flood-gate; a strong stream, a torrent. Also 
transf. and fig. Obs. 

1388 Wyctur Fob xxxvi. 27 Which .. schedith out reynes 
at the licnesse of floodjatis. 1533 Act 25 Hen. VIII, c. 7 
‘Take. .in fludgate, salmon-pipe, or at the tayle of any mylle 
or were..the young fry..of..salmon. 1590 Srenser /*. Q. 
u. i, 43 Of her gored wound..He.. did the floudgate stop 
With his faire garment. 1651 C. Cartwricur Cert. Kelig. 
1, 22 My Lord, you let a flood-gate of Arguments out. 

b. attrib. passing into adj. 

1604 SHAKS, Oth. 1. iil. 56 For my perticular griefe Is of 
so flood-gate, and ore-bearing Nature. 

4. Comdb., as flood-gate iron (see quot. 1833). 

1783 in Boswell Yohnson (1848) 721/2 ‘Sir’, said he, ‘I am 
the great T'walmley, who invented the New Floodgate 
Tron’. 1833 J. Hottanp Alanuf. Metal 11. 253 The second 
[box-iron] is made hollow, for the reception of a heater ; 
and with reference to the contrivance by which the heater 
is shut in, has been called the floodgate iron. 

Flood-hatch. [see Harcu.] A framework of 
boards sliding in greoyes, to be raised in time of 
flood; a sluice, floodgate. Z¢, and fig. 

1587 Turperv. L7t. § Sonn. (1837) 299, L cannot liue if you 
doe stoppe, the floudhatch of your frendly brook. 1596 
Virz-Gerrray Sir F, Drake (1881) 26 Let downe The 
floud-hatches of all spectators eies. 1806 Wotcorr (P. 
Pindar) 7yis¢ia Wks. 1812 V. 340, I close the flood-hatch 
of your praise. 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon. (1813) 31 
At the end .. another flood-hatch is fixed on a level wit 
the bed of the river. 1880 in W. Cornw. Gloss. 

Flooding (flu-din), vé/. sb, [see +-1ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FLoop; an instance of it. 

1799 J. Ropertson Agric. Perth 166 Rivers, which, by 
their flooding, have. .formed the richest and deepest mould. 

b. pl. Floods, In quots. 7g.; Fullness, super- 
abundance. 

1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Sedv. Ep. Ded., To. .drown their 
sorrows for the jewel that was lost, in the floudings of their 
joy for the Cabinet that was left. 1854 Mrs. Browninc 
Drama of Lxile Poems 1850 I. 18 Thy body heaves Under 
the golden floodings of thine hair! 

2. A popular term for uterine hamorrhage, esp. 
in connexion with parturition. 

1710 ‘T’. Futter Pharm. Extenp. 299, 1 should by no 
means advise it to any..apt to Flouding. 1859 WALLER 
in Hulme tr. A7Zoguin-Tandon u. 1. 162 Cases of hamor- 
rhage..which from their severity are termed ‘ floodings’. 

Floodless ({lwdlés), a. [f. Loop sé. +-LESS.] 
Without water. 

1605 Sytvester Du Bartas u. iii. ut. Lawe jo2 This 
flood-less Foord the V’aithfull Legions pass. 1622 J. T’aytor 
(Water P.) Alerry-Wherry-lerry Bij, We gat from Force- 
dikes floodles flood to ‘Trent. 

Floodlet (flzdleét). 
little flood, 

1855 Baiwtry Spirit Leg. in Mystic, &c. 73 Where, . sacred 
Sinde ; Or Brahmapootra, fling o’er bordering meads ‘Their 
annual floodlets fruitful. 


[f. as prec. + -LET.] A 


FLOODOMETER. 


Floodometer (flvdgmiéto1). [f. as prec. + 
-(0)METER.] An instrument for ascertaining the 
height of a flood. 

1880 Times 17 Sept. 8/5 The floodometer at the county 
bridge registered 8 ft. of ‘fresh’ this noon, and, with falling 
rain, the water is still rising. 

Ploo-d-ti-de. [f. Foon sd.+ Trpx.] The rising 
or inflowing tide: =FLoop sé, 1. 

1719 De For Crusoe (1840) II. iv. 75 They had .. the 
flood-tide with them, 1841 Marryar Poacher xxxviii, The 
flood-tide has made almost an hour, and we must sail at the 
first of the ebb. 

Jig. 1861 Trencu Comm. Ep. 7 Churches 77 It seemed 
as if the flood-tides of a thankful love would never ebb. 
itd Morey Comproncise (1886) 34 We have been. .ona flood 
tide of high profits and a roaring trade. 

+ Floody (flvdi), a. Ods. Also 5 fludy, 6 
floudy, fluddy. [f. FLoop sb. + -y!.]  Pertain- 
ing to the flood, 2. ¢. to the river or to the sea. 

e1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 372 Stone tiburtyne, or floody 
columbyne. 1483 Cath, Angl. 136/2 Fludy, fuuialis. 1899 
Nasne Lenten Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 232 To chaunt .. 
ed at tine of this monarchall fluddy Induperator [red 

1eErring j. 

Flook: see Fiuxe. 

Flookan, flooking (flukan, -in). A/ining. 
Also 9 flue(c)an. [Of unknown origin ; app. not 
Celtic.] a, A cross-course or transverse vein com- 
posed of clay. b. (See quot. 1869.) 

1728 Nicnotts in Phil. Trans. XX XV. 403 The Load is 
frequently intercepted by the crossing of a Vein of Earth, 
-or Stone .. This transient Load is by the Miners term'd 
a Flooking, 1807 Carne 7d¢d. XCVII. 293 A flookan .. 
was discovered .. which cut the lode at an angle of 45° 
1869 R. B. Smyru Goldf. Victoria 611 Flucan or Flookan, 
asort of clayey substance, often found against the walls of 
a quartz reef, and accompanying cross-spurs and slides. 

Floor (floe1), sd.1 Forms; 1 fiér, 3 flor, 4-7 flore, 
flour(e, 5-6, 9 dial. flur(e, 6 Sc. fluire, (6 floy- 
yre), 6-7 floar(e, 6-8 flower, 7 floore, 7— floor. 
(OE. flér str. masc. and fem., corresponds toMDu., 
mod.Du. v/oer, MAG. v/wor masc. and fem. (mod. 
Ger. /lur fem. field, plain, masc. floor), ON. /flér 
floor of a cowstall:—OTeut. */loru-s :—pre-Teut. 
*plaru-s or *ploru-s. 
of same meaning :—pre-Celtic *p/ar-.] 

I. In a house or other structure, 

1. The layer of boards, brick, stone, etc. in an 
apartment, on which people tread; the under surface 
of the interior of a room. 

Beowulf 725 (Gr.) On fagne flor feond treddode. c888 
K. Aitrrep Loeth. i, He zefeoll niwol of dune on ba flor. 
€x200 Ormin 15566, & all he warrp ut i pe flor be bordess & 
te sillferr. 1297 R. Gtouc. (1724) 288 Pe flor to brac ynder 
hem. @1400 /sumbras 653 The knyghtes..fande the golde 
right in the flore, 1528 Lynprsay Dreme 13 Sumtyme, 
playand fairsis on the flure. 1681 R. Knox Hist. Ceylon 
z16 ‘They dig an hole in the floar of their house. 1718 
Freethinker No, 17 ® 8 She .. walks two or three Turns in 
a Fret over the Floor. 1828 Scorr /. WZ. Perth xxiii, He 
threw his glove upon the floor of the church, 1860 Tyn- 
DALL Glac. 1. v. 40 The stone floor was dark with moisture. 

b. In extended sense : The base of any cavity ; 
the bottom of a lake, sea, etc. 

axzo00 Satan 318 (Gr.) Flor attre weol. c1586 C’ress 
Pemproke 7’s, txxvit. vi, Where the deepe did show his 
sandy flore. 1844 Emerson Lect. New Eng. Ref. Wks. (Bohn) 
1. 268 They would know the worst, and tread the floor of hell. 
1866 Tare Brit. Mollusks iii. 48 The tongue forms the floor 
of the mouth. 1869 Rawwinson Anc. Hist. 2 Found under- 
neath the floors of caves. 

+e. metonymically. Those who sit on the floor, 
as opposed to those who occupy elevated seats in 
token of rank or dignity, Ods. 

1655-62 GuknaLt Chr. i Arm. (1669) 296/2 We are in 
their condition and rank, being of the floor and lowest of 
the people. 1683 R. Norru in State Triads (1811) IX. 193 
Differences between him [the lord mayor] and the aldermen 
on the one side, and the floor or livery men on the other. 

2. The framework or structure of joists, etc. sup- 
porting the flooring of a room, 

1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 160 Vloor, in Carpentry, it is 
as well taken for the Fram’d work of Timber, as the Board- 
ing over it. 1823 P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 220 Bridging 
Floors, floors in which bridging joists are used. 1858 Sim- 
monps Dict. Trade, Floor, the timber, bricks &c. of the 
platform. .on which the planks or flooring is laid. 

b. Applied to the ceiling of a room, in its rela- 
tion to the apartment above. Also ¢rans/. of the 
sky. 

1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. v. i. 58 Looke how the floore of 
heauen Is thick inlayed with pattens of bright gold. 1603 
Hotianp Plutarch’s Mor, 931 Sticking up a broch or spit 
..to the floore over head. 1887 Bowen Virg. déneid 1. 287 
Then Czsar .. Bounding his throne by Ocean, his fame by 


the firmament floor. 
3. Naut. a. (see quot. 1867). +b. The deck. 


ec. pl. =floor-timbers. 

@ 1618 Raeicu Jnvent. Shipping 18 We have given longer 
Floares to our Ships, then in elder times, and better bearing 
under Water. 1683 Hacker Collect. Orig. Voy. (1699) I. 37 
We took up our Water Cask from out of the Main Hatch to 
the Floor, and cleared the ‘Timbers amid-Ships. 1805 D, 
Sree, Naval Archit. 378 In the Royal Navy .. the floors 
are bolted through the keelson and keel. 1867 Smyru 
Sailors Word-bk., Floor, the bottom of a vessel on each 
side of the kelson; but strictly taken, it is only so much of 
her bottom as she rests upon when aground, /did., Wloors 
or Lloor- Timbers, 


Cf. Ol. /ér, Welsh Mawr 
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4., In legislative assemblies, the part of the house 
where the members sit, and from which they speak. 

Hence fig. The right of speaking; as fo get or 
obtain the floor, To take the floor: to get up to 
address a meeting ; to take part in a debate; said 
also of taking part in a dance. Chiefly U.S. 

1774 J. Q. Apams in azz, Lett. (1876) 12 He came upon 


' the floor, and asked a member, ‘What state are you now 


in?’ 1804 Pirr Speeches (1806) TV. 354 The right honour- 
able gentleman on the floor. 1811 B. Rusu in ¥%. Q. Adams’ 
Whs. (1854) IX. 638 ote, It blazed forth .. in the year 1776 
upon the floor of Congress, 1816 Pickrrinc Voc. s.v., To 
get the floor; that is, to obtain an opportunity of takin 
part in a debate. 1851 Mayne Reto Scalp Hunt, I. vii. 
99 We returned to our seats again; and after refreshing .. 
again ‘took the floor’. 1880 McCartruy Ow Times II, 
xlvi. 391 The Conservatives get what American politicians 
call ‘the floor’. 1885 Manch, Exam. 15 May 6/1 Saunter- 
ing boldly up the floor of the House. 1886 Lit, World 
(U.S.) rr Dec. 469/1 The President took the floor to second 
the above resolutions. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commu. I, xii. 
157 The senator from Minnesota has the floor. dd. 1, xiii. 
177 Vhe member who first ‘ obtains the floor’. 

b. In Courts of Law (see quot.). 

1867 Warton Law Lex. (ed. 4), Floor of the court, the 
part of the court between the judges and the first row of 
counsel, Parties who appear in person stand there. 

5. A set of rooms and landings in a house on the 
same or nearly the same level; a story. See First- 
FLOOR, 

1585 Hicins Yunius’ Nomenclatory 181 Tristega..an house 
of three sollers, floores, stories or lofts one ouer another. 
1611 B. Jonson Catiline 1.i, He that, building, stayes at 
one Floore or the second, hath erected none. 1751 JOHNSON 
Rambler No, 161 P 5 The lodgers on the first floor had 
stipulated that [etc.], 1830 Tennyson JZariana vi, Old 
footsteps trod the upper floors. 1831 Sir J. Srnciair Corr. 
II. 330 Many buildings. .are let in floors to mechanics. 

IT. A level space or area. 

6. An artificial platform, or levelled space, for the 
carrying on of some industry, esp. threshing. Cf. 
threshing-floor. Rarely, a structure to walk over. 

c1000 Avs, Gosp. Luke iii. 17 He feormad his bernes flore. 
c1300 Kk, Adis. 6104 Of hurdles of bruggen they made flores, 
And so they wente into the mores. c 1400 MAuNpEv.(Roxb.) 
xviii. 83 Pan pai gader pe fruyt and .. layez it apon a flure 
til it becom blakk and runkled. 1573 Barer Adv. F 721 
A floore where corne is threshed, avea. 1702 in Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3790/4 Every Cistern .. Kiln, Floor, Room, or other 
Place ..made use of for the Wetting or Steeping of Corn. 
1775 Romans fist, Mlorida 166 One or two platforms. . 
called drying floors. 1884 C.’T. Davis Bricks, Tiles, etc. 
v. (1889) 128 The ‘floors’.. the level places where the 
bricks are moulded. 1888 Lockwood’s Dict. Mech. Engii., 
Floor, the sand bed of a foundry is termed the floor, 

Jig. 1782 Cowrer Lxfost. 302 Where flails of oratory 
thresh the floor, 

b. ¢ransf. The corn, etc. placed on a $ floor’. 
In Malting, A batch or quantity of grain laid at 
one time for steeping, a ‘ piece’. 

1382 Wycir Ruth iil. 2 In this ny3t he wynnewith the 
flore of his barli. 1832 W. Cuampion JZaltster’s Guide 43 
The turning of his floors or pieces, by which alone the 
proper form of the root can be acquired. 1876 WYLLIE in 
Encycl. Brit, W. 268 Each steeping is called a ‘floor’ or 
piece, and must be laid in succession according to age. 

7. A naturally level space or extended surface. 
Also=the ground (0s. exc. dial.). 

tax400 Morte Arth. 3250 With be drowghte of be daye 
alle drye ware pe flores! 1555 Eprn Decades 234 The vpper 
crust or floure of the earth. 1637 Mitton Lycidas 167 Sunk 
though he be beneath the watery floor. 1692 Ray Déssod. 
World 1, v. (1693) 302 Great Banks or Floors of Earth. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Past. vi. 25 His rosie Wreath was .. 
Born by the tide of Wine, and floating on the Floor. 1820 
Suettey Cloud 47 The moon Glides glimmering o’er my 
fleece-like floor. 1839 Loner. Celestial Pilot 3 Down in 
the west upon the ocean floor, 1865 GarLtannin Frud, Noy, 
Inst. Cornw. Apr. 48 Floor, a grass meadow. 1871 L. 
Sreruen Playgr. Eur. ix. (1894) 198 Forests of pine rise 
steeply from the meadow floor. 

+8. An area or region. Obs.—} 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 255 Both of them [visibles and 
audibles] spread themselves in Round, and fill a whole 
Floare or Orbe vnto certaine Limits. 

+9. =Bup sb. 8. Obs. rare. [Cf MHG. vluor 
sown field.] 

1600 SureLet Countrie Farme u. iv. 206 Of the disposing 
or appointing of the floores of the kitchin garden. 

TIT. 10. A surface on which something rests ; 
a foundation. ? Ods. 

1586 Wituats Dict. (1566) 39 b/t A flore, or foundacion, 
wherevpon buildynge is set. 1768 Smeaton (eforts (1797) 
I, 330 The arches | would recommend are of 12 feet wide, 
and 6 feet from the floor to the springer. 

11. The stratum upon which a seam of coal, etc. 
immediately lies. 

1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf Victoria 611 Floor, a false 
bottom, with washdirt lying on it. 1878 Huxiry P/ystogr. 
235 Vegetable remains are also met with in rocks beneath 
the coal, forming what is called the floor. 1883 in GREsSLEY 
Gloss, Coal Mining s.v. 

IV. A layer= Ben III. 

12. A layer, a stratum; a horizontal course. 

1692 Ray Dissol. World u. iv. (1732) 127 Many Beds or 
Floors of all kinds of Sea-Shells. 1778 Pryce Min. Cornub, 
321 A Floor is a bed of Ore ina Lode. 1851 Ricutarpson 
Geol. i. 7 In the case of tin it occasionally spreads, out into 
a flat mass, technically called a floor. 

13. A unit of measurement used for embankment 
work (see quots.), 

1707 Mortimer //usd. xv. 309 Banks are measured by the 








FLOOR. 


. Floor, which is eighteen Foot square and one deep. 1797 
Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts XV, 148 A floor of earth is 
twenty feet square, and one foot deep. 1877in V. W. Linc. 
Gloss. [= 400 cubic feet], 

V. attrib. and Comb. 

14. Simple attrib., as floor area, -joist, level, -tile. 

1887 Pall Mali G. 9 Nov. 13/2 The .. *floor area of the 
large hall having been fully occupied. 1859 Gro. Exior 
A, Bede 183 A difficulty about a *floor-joist or a window- 
frame, 1874 MickterHwalte Mod. Par. Churches 127 ‘The 
steps and *floor levels. 1894 Axtiguary Aug. 41 The *floor- 
tiles of these hearths..have been burnt white. 

15. Special comb., as floor-arch (see quot.) ; 
floor-bank (see quot. 1750); floor-board, a board 
used for flooring, also a¢¢rzb.; so floor-boarding ; 
floor-frame, (a) the framework of the floor in a 
vessel ; (6) U.S. the main frame of the body of 
a railway-carriage undermeath the floor; floor- 
guide, floor-hanger (see quots.); floor-head, 
(a) the upper end of one of the floor-timbers 
in a vessel; (4) (see quot. 1867); floor-hollow 
(see quot.) ; floor-lamp, one that stands on the 
floor; floor-layer, U.S. a workman who lays down 
floors ; floor-laying, the operation of laying down 
floors ; floor-light (see quot.) ; floor-pipe, a 
hot-air pipe laid along the floor of a conservatory ; 
floor-plan, (a) Shipbuzlding (see quot. 1867) ; (0) 
Arch. (see quot. 1874); floor-plate, (a) Shzpbuzld- 
ing (see quot. 1883) ; (0) AZech. Engin. =foot-plate ; 
floor-riband (see quots.); floor-rider (see quot.) ; 
floor-sweep (see quot.); floor-timber(s (see 
quot. 1867); floor-walker, U.S, =SHOP-WALKER ; 
floorward a., directed towards the floor; floor- 
ward(s adv., towards the floor. 

1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 349/t *Floor Arch, an arch 
with a flat extrados. 1750 Exuis Mod. Husband. I. 1. 93 
What we call a *Flower-bank ; that is, some earth that lies 
next the hedge, thrown over the roots with aspade. .so that 
with the first Original or first raised Flower-bank, the whole 
Rise of Earth is not above a foot. 1805 Prirst in Young's 
Ann. Agric. XLII. 586 The ditches will be filled up, 
so as to form what are called floor-banks. 188z YouneG 
Every Man his own Mechanic § 146 *¥Floor boards are, or 
ought to be, an inch in thickness. 1884 Health Exhib. 
Catal. 83/2 Parts of a Solid Floor of fire-proof construction, 
with a floor-board surface. 1807 Hurron Course Math, 11. 
84 In *Floor-boarding, take the length of the room for one 
dimension, and the breadth for the other, [etc.]. 1775 
Fatcx Day's Diving Vessel 4 A *Floor frame of six 
beams athwart ship. 1855 Ocitvie Suppl., *//loorv-guide in 
ship-building, a narrow flexible piece of timber placed be- 
tween the floor-riband and the keel. 1884 Knicur Dict. 
Mech, WV. 349/1 *floor Hanger, a shaft bearing fastened to 
the floor. 1769 Farconer Dict. Marine (1789), Rung-heads 
..the upper ends of the floor-timbers, which are. .more pro- 
perly called *floor-heads. 1856 R. H. Dana Seamen’s Friend 
5s When the ballast is iron, it is stowed up to the floor- 
heads. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Floor-head, the third 
diagonal, terminating the length of the floors near the bilge 
ofthe ship. c18g0 2 din. Navig.(Weale) 118 * oor hollow, 
the inflected curve that terminates the floor next the keel, 
and to which the floor-hollow mould is made. 1892 Dazly 
News 21 Nov. 2/6 The home demand for telescope *floor 
lamps is still growing. 1863 Boston (Mass.) Frul. 10 May 
4/6 The newly formed union of *floor-layers. 1884 Health 
Exhib. Catal.83/1 Improved method of *Floor-laying with- 
out nails, 1884 Knicur Dict. Alech. IV. 349/1 *Floor-light, 
a frame with glass panes in a floor. 1696 Evetyn Aad, 
Hort. (ed. 8) 162 The fresh Air .. circulating thorow the 
Orifice of the *Floor-pipe. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
‘Iloor-plans, longitudinal sections, whereon are repre- 
sented the water-lines and ribband-lines. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech. 1. 889/1 Floor-plau .. (Architecture) a horizontal 
section, showing the thickness of the walls and partitions, 
the arrangement of the passages, apartments, and openings 
at the level of the principal, or receiving floor of the house. 
1869 Sir E, J. Reep SAipbuild. xix. 407 ‘The *floor-plates 
are now required to extend to a perpendicular height up 
the bilges of twice the depth of the floors amidships. 1883 
W. C. Russert Sailor's Lang., Floorplates, formerly 
plates in the bottom of an iron ship corresponding with the 
floor-timbers in wooden ones. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. 
Mech. Engin., Floor plates, foot plates. c1850 Rudin, 
Navig. (Weale) 118 *floor riband, the riband next 
below the floor-heads which supports the floors, 1867 


* Smytu Sailor's Word-bh., *Floor-riders, knees brought in 


from side to side over the floor ceiling and kelson, to sup- 
port the bottom, if bilged or weak, for heavy cargo. c 1850 
Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 119 *Floor-sweeps, the radii that 
sweep the heads of the floors. 1627 Capt. Smrru Seaman's 
Gram. ii, 2 They lay the Rungs, called *floore timbers, . 
thwart the kecle. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Floors 
or /loor-Timbers, those parts of the ship’s timbers which 
are placed immediately across the keel, 1884 J7/zdor 
(Dakota) Vedder 30 July, These Boston merchants stationed 
their *floor-walkers at the place appointed by the Philadel- 
phia agent. 1887 Pad/ Mall G. 12 Mar, 12/1 A constantly 
repeated *floor-ward glance of bashfulness and modesty. 
1863 Reader 31 Oct. 502 He is bundled down “floorwards, 


Floor, 50.2 collog. [f. Fuoor v.] Something 


that § floors’ or discomfits one; also, a fatal blunder 


(in a calculation, etc.). 

1841 R, W. Cuurcn Lez. 21 Mar, in Life § Lett. (1894) 23 
The Heads show that they feel it rather a floor for the pre- 
sent. 1846 /d/d. 64 We may be caught out in some ‘ floor’. 


Floor (fl6e1), v. [f. Froor sb.1] 
1. trans. To cover or furnish with a floor or 
floors, in various senses of the word; to pave. 


Also with over. 
c 1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 334 ke pave or floore it wele 
in somer tyde. ¢xg20 MZem, Kipor (Surtees) III. 201 Flowr- 


FLOORAGE. 


yng the lofte per v dies. 158x Muncaster Positions xxxi. 
(1837) 114 (He) must have his ground flowred so..as in 
wrastling not hard to fall on. 1660 Pepys Diavy 4 Sept., 
Looking over the joiners, flooring my dining-room. 1698 
Fryer Acc. £. Ind. § P. 226 [Persia] is floored with 
vast Sands pent in by the surrounding Sprouts of ‘Taurus. 
1782 Cowrer £-xfost. 16 Fiery suns..and oceans floored 
with ice. 1807 VANcouvER Agric. Devon (1813) 473 The 
feeding and sleeping place floored with flat stones. 1823 
Examiner 442/2 The pit was floored over to the height of 
the stage. 1857 B. ‘Taytor Northern Trav. iii. (1858) 18 
Thick fir forests, floored with bright-green moss. 

b. To form, or serve as, the floor of. 

1639 G. Daniet Ecclus. i. 4 The Sands which floore the 
Sea. 1854 Hooker /Vimalayan Jruis. 11. xviii. 44, 300 
feet of deposit, which once floored its valleys. 

2. To bring to the floor or ground; to knock 
down in boxing; to bring down (game). Zo de 
Jloored (of a horseman) : to have a fall. 

1642 Lanc. Tracts (Chetham Soc.) 79 He commanded 
them all to shoote at once, and flore the enemie, if possible 
they could. 1812 Sporting Mag. XX XIX. 18 Crib. . floored 
him with a blow of great strength. 1826 /did. New Ser. 
XVII. 270 My friend was floored, and Mr. Leader. .rode 
over him. 1829 Cot. Hawker Diary (1893) Il. 10 My 
wild swan, that I floored yesterday. 1866 Srrboum Oxf. 
Reformers iy. § 4 Whereupon the poor boy was forthwith 
floored then and there, and flogged. 

b. slang. (See quot.) 

181z J. H. Vaux Vash Dict., ’loor'd, a person who is so 
drunk, as to be incapable of standing, is said to be floor’d. 

3. In various figurative uses. cod/og. 

a. Toconfound, nonplus; to flabbergast, puzzle. 
In schoolboy slang, Zo de or get floored: to grow 
confused, be at a loss, fail, break down. 

1840 Lp. BEACONSFIELD in Corr. w. Sister (1886) 158 My 
facts flabbergasted him, as well as.. Hume, who was ludi- 
crously floored. 1857 Hucurs Yow: Brown u. iv, ‘If you 
hadn’t been floored yourself now at first lesson.’ /ézd. 11. v, 
‘He's never going to get floored,’ 1886 Ruskin Prevterita 
I. 359 The consummate manner in which I had /Zocved our 
tutor. 

b. 'To overcome in any way; to beat, defeat, 
prove too much for. Zo floor the odds (see quot. 
1893). 

1827 Lytton Pelham xxx, It is very singular that you 
who play so much better should not have //oored him 
yesterday evening. 1834 J. H. Newman in Ze?#d, (1891) IL. 
22 I am floored as to the professorship, 1836 Lp. Bracons- 
FIELD in Corr. w. Sister (1886) 50, I was the only man who 
could floor O’Connell. 1882 Daily Tel. 16 Nov. 3/5 The 
odds were, nevertheless, floored from an unexpected quarter. 
1893 Farmer Slang, /loor (Racing), When a low-priced 
horse pulls off the event in the face of the betting, it is said 
to floor the odds. 

e. To do thoroughly, get through (a piece of 
work) successfully. Zo floora paper (Univ. slang) : 
to answer every question in it. 

1852 Bristep 5 Years in Eng. Univ. 1, 186 Our best classic 
had not time to floor the paper. 1861 Hucues Yom Brown 
at O.vf. x. 83 I’ve nearly floored iny little-go work. 

d. To empty, finish (a bottle, ete.). 

1836-48 B. D. Watsu Aristoph. Acharnians v. ii, | was 
the first man that floored his gallon. 1861 Hucues Zor 
Brown at Oxf. xxiv. (1889) 228, I have a few bottles of old 
wine left; we may as well floor them, 

e. ztr.? To commit a fatal blunder. 

1835 J. H. Newman Lett, (1891) Il. 97 We floored so 
miserably at the Reformation, that [etc.]. 

+4. trans. ‘To bring forward in argument, to 
table’ (Jam.). Ods.—} 

21687 M’Warp Contendings (1723) 177, I know not .. 
whom your Proposal .. strikes against ; save that you floor 
it, to fall on some, whom you mind to hit right or wrong. 

5. To place wpon (something) as a floor. 

1871 ‘Tytor Prim. Cult. Il. xiii. 68 The doctrine of a 
Heaven, floored upon a firmament, or placed in the upper 
air, 

6. Art slang. To hang in the lowest row on the 
walls of a picture-gallery. 

1884 American VIII. 376 One R.A. is ‘skied’ and 
another ‘ floored’. 

Floorage (flovredz). vare—, [f. as prec. + 
-AGE.] Floors collectively, amount of flooring. 

1734 tr. Rollin's Anc. Hist, (1827) 11. 111. 147 All this floor- 


age was contrived to keep the moisture of the mould from - 


running away. 

Floor-cloth, floo-rcloth. 

1. A fabric for covering floors; chiefly applied to 
substitutes for carpeting, as oilcloth, linoleum, 
etc. 

1746 Watson in PAil. Trans. XLIV. 716 A thick Carpet, 
instead of a Floor-cloth, is liable to prevent the Success of 
this Experiment. @1818 Miss Rose in G. Rose Diaries 
(1860) II. 75 The floor-cloth in the entrance-hall was 
taken up. 1836 Dickens Sk. Boz, Our Parish vii, It was 
a neat, dull little house .. with new, narrow floorcloth in the 
passage. 

2. A housemaid’s cloth for washing floors. 

1851 [See Fite sd.7]. (In common use in England.) 

Ilence Floo‘r-cloth, floo*rcloth v,, to cover with 
floorcloth. Also, Floo‘r-clothed /f/. a. 

1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xvi, He found himself in a little 
floor-clothed room. 1844 — Mart. Chuz.ix, It was floor- 
clothed all over, 

Floored (floeid), 7. a. 

1. Provided with a floor. 

1552 Hutoer, Floored or dressed with bourdes, contabu- 
Zatus. 1609 HoLitann Amm, Marcell.79 They passed over 
the river upon a floored bridge of ships. 1809 SourHey in 
Q. Rev. I. 56 Till the natives live in floored houses, 


[f£ Foor vw + -xp.] 
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2. Brought to the ground, overthrown; also /g. 
overpowered, done for. 

1821 Byron 12 Dec. in Moore Life § Lett. (1833) 111. 301 
The usual excuse of floored equestrians. 1857 DickrNns 
Lett, 7 eb. (1880) 11. 11 Wardour was ina floored condition. 

Floorer (floerer). [f. as prec. + -ER1.] One 
who or that which floors. 

1. One who or that which brings down to the 


floor or ground; esp. a knock-down blow. 

1795 Potter Dict. Cant (ed. 2), Floorers, fellows who 
throw persons down, after which their companions .. rob 
them in the act of lifting them up. 1819 Moore Vom Cril’s 
Alem. (ed. 3) 59 Singling him from all her flash adorers, 
Shines in his hits, and thunders in his floorers. 1836-48 
B. D. Watsu Aristoph., Acharnians u. ii. 33 Strike, O 
strike the precious rascal! He shall have a floorer dealt 
him! 

2. Something which floors in a figurative sense 
(see FLoor v. 3), e.g. unexpected news of an un- 
pleasant nature, a decisive argument orretort, a ques- 
tion which utterly embarrasses one, a poser. Also 
in university slang, a question or paper too hard to 
be mastered. 

1837 IT. Hook Yack Brag xxii, ‘Well’, said Jack, ‘that’s 
a floorer, and no mistake’. 1867 J. Harron 7adlants of B. 
Iviii, This case is a floorer to me. 1870 Brewer Dict. 
Phrase § Fable, Floorer, In the University we say, ‘That 
paper or question was a floorer’. 1875 Miss Brappon 
Hostages to Fort, xiv. 227, 1 didn’t know the news would 
be such a floorer. 

Flooring (floerin), vd/. 5d. [f. as prec. + -ING1.] 
The action of the vb. Foor. 

1. The action of flooring or laying down a floor. 

1632 SuERWooD, A flooring with plankes or boords, planch- 
age. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 149 Of Flooring of Rooms. 
1866 Law Reports Com. Pleas 163 Vhe plaintiff is .. the 
patentee of certain buckle plates used for bridge flooring. 

2, concr. The floor of a room, ete. ; also, the 
materials of which it is made. 

1624 Worton Archit. in Relig. Wotton. (1672) 63 Mosaique 
is..of most use in pavements and floorings. 1697 DrypreN 
Vire. Georg. Ww. 237 To pitch the waxen Flooring some con- 
trive. 1754 Lapy M. W. Montacu Let?. to C’tess. Bute 23 
June, ‘The ceiling and flooring are in good repair. 1861 
Hucues Jom Brown at Oxf. iv, The Captain, Miller, and 
Blake who had many notions as to the flooring, lines, and 
keel of a racing boat. 1875 W. S. Haywarp Love agst, 
World i, Vhe polished oak flooring. 

b. A natural floor; a stratum. 

1697 Dryven Virg. Georg. 1. 262 To smooth the Surface of 
th’ unequal Ground; Lest crack’d with Summer Heats the 
flooring flies. 1804 C. B. Brown tr. Volney’s View U.S. 
47 The flooring of the Miami and Clay Rivers. 1857 Livinc- 
stone Tyav. xxii. 428 Sandstone rock .. forms the flooring 
of the country. 4 

3. Malting. The operation of spreading the grain 
on the malt-floor, and treating it there in the re- 


quired manner, 

1839 Ure Dict. Arts 93 Malting..the couching, sweating, 
and flooring. 1885 H. Srores JZad¢ xix. 344 /looring, this 
is also called spireing. : : 

4. The action of knocking down or throwing to 
the ground. 

1819 Moore Tom Cril’s Mem. Pref. (ed. 3) p. xii, Cross- 
buttocking .. being as indispensable an ingredient, as 
nobbing, flooring, &c. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as flooring-beam, -board, 
-stoneé, -timber ; flooring-clamp (see quot.). 

1847-8 H. Mitter Jest Lmpr. v. (857) 81 *Flooring 
beams connect the walls of a skeleton building. 1881 
Younc Every Man his own Mechanic § 173 *Flooring 
boards ros. per square. 1874 Knicur Dict. AZech. 1. 889/t 
*Flooring-clanip, an implement for closing up the joints of 
flooring-boards. 1671 J. WerssterR Metallogr, vii. 117 
Quarries of Stone.. where they get “flooring-stones for 
paving of houses. 

Floorish, obs. form of FLouRISH. 

Floorless (flooulés), a. [f. Foor sd. + -LESS.] 
Having no floor, without a floor. 

1847 in Craic. 1857 /’vaser’s Mag. LVI. 464 A roofless, 
floorless house. 

+ Floorth, Ods. In 5-6 florthe. [f. Fioor sé. 
+-TH.] =F oor sé. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl, Synne 6184 Pys persone lay 
and lokede furp Vn tyl a_cofre yn pe florthe. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. v. xcix. 73 Y°® aaa Goothis, by crafty & 
false meanes, caused y? florthe of the sayd Chambre to falle. 
1502 Will of Amyas (Somerset Ho.), A salt cote..wta salte 
florth. 1530 PatsGr. 609/2 This florthe is well leavelled. 

Floorwise (flo»1woiz), adv. vare—'. [f. FLoor 
sb. +-WISE.] As on a floor. 

1840 Mrs. Browninc Drama of Exile Wks. 1889 I. 29 
While our feet struck glories... Which we stood on floorwise, 
Platformed in mid-air, 

Flop (flpp), 5d. [See the vb., 
and cf. FLAP 5d.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fior; the heavy dull 
sound produced by ‘ flopping’. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words s.v., ‘Vl gi yeow a flop.’ 1854 
L. Lioyp Scandinavian Adv. II. 271, 1 was startled by 
something descending, with a great flop, on to my hat. 
1882 Pall Mall G. 11 Oct. 5 Vhe flop of a water-rat or the 
whirr of the grey-hen. f 

b. A noise resembling this. 

1836 T. Hoox G. Gurney II. 33 Stuffing his finger into 

his mouth and pulling it out suddenly, with what he. .called 


a flop. 
ai 2. =Fuap sb, 1 b. Obs. ; 


1662 Rvp Songs 11.3 To give us a Flop with a Fox-tail. 


collog. and dal. 











FLORA. 


3. dial. A mass of thin mud. Also ¢ransf. 

1844 W. Barnes Poems Rural Life Gloss. 304. 1852 C, 
Fox }rnl, 23 Aug. (1882) 276 The oven where the fiery flop 
{molten metal] was shut up for six weeks to cool. 

4. U.S. college slang. (see quot.) 

1851 B. H. Haut College Words, s.v., Any ‘cute’ perform- 
ance by which a man is sold [deceived] is a good flop. 

5. attrib. and Comd., in various words in which 

Jlop isa variant of flap; as flop-car, -eared, -mouth. 
Also flop-damper, flop-wing (see quots.). 

1874 Knicur Dict, Mech. 1. 889/1 */lop-damper, a stove 
or furnace damper which rests by its weight in open or shut 
position. 1879 Cassell’s Techn, Educ. 1V. 351/1 The old 
English hog with *‘flop’ ears. 1880 Miss Brappon Fust 
as L ant iii, A brace of *flop-eared setters bounding before 
him, 1604 Meeting of Gallants 15, I love to heare tales 
when a merrie corpulent Host bandies them out of his *Flop- 
mouth. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 184 Lapwing 
(Vanellus vulgaris). .* ¥ lopwing. 

Flop (flpp), adv. and zt. collog. [The vb. stem 
so used.] With a flop, with a flopping noise. 

1728 Vanbr. & Cin. Prov. Husb.1.i. 14 Dawn came I flop 0’ 
my Feace all along in the Channel. 1863 Kincstey Water 
Bab. iii, The beetles fell flop into the water. 1883 E. 
Penne ci-Evmuirst Creanz L eicestersh. 177 Reynard dashed 
out flop against the only hound on that side of the tree. 
1887 Jurrertes /ield § Hedgerow 177 ‘ Dalled if he didn’t 
fall into the pond, flop !’ 

Flop (flyp), v. codlog. and dial. [onomatopoeic 
var. of Fuap v., the change of vowel indicating 
a duller or heavier sound. ] 

1. txtr. To swing or sway about heavily and 
loosely; =FLap v. 5. : 

1602 Marston Axt. § Afel. v. Wks. 1856 I. 60 A husband 
.- with a bush of furs on the ridge of his chinne, readie still 
to flop into his foming chaps. 1838 Hottoway Provincial- 
ists, s.V., “Vhe sail flops against the mast.’ 1883 K. W. 
Hamitton in Harper's Mag. 845/t One side [of a wet 
unbrella] flopped dejectedly. P . 

2. To move clumsily or heavily; to move with 
a sudden bump or thud. Of a bird: To flap the 


wings heavily. Also with away, dowz, over, etc. 

1692 [See FLorrinc]. 1827 Crare Sheph. Cal. 4 They flop 
on heavy wings away. 1850 P. Croox War of Hats 43'Vhen 
flopping on his seat..he sinks. 1859 Mus. Cartyte Ze?é¢é. 111. 
13 He flopped over on his side, quite stiff and unconscious. 
1870 H. Smarr Lace for Wife x, She flopped down on her 
knees, and implored for mercy. 1879 Boppam-WHETHAM 
Roraima to5 Vortoises flopped into the water. 1887 Besant 
The World went i.7 Blue water over your head, and the 
whales flopping around your grave, 1887 Lapy Brassey in 
LastVoy.ix.222 A..grey sea flopping up on our weather bow. 

b. fig. Zo flop over: to make a sudden change 
in one’s attitude or behaviour. 

1892 Nation (N. Y.) 6 Oct. 2638/3 His [Sardou’s] characters 
.. flop over and act in a way quite the reverse of what we 
had a right to expect. ‘ 

3. “vans. To throw suddenly, generally with the 
additional notion of making a bump or thud.. Also 
with dowz2, zi, etc. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words s.v.,‘A floppt his affections’ 
on sucha one. 1836 Marryar J/idsh. Lasy xxxviii, She .. 
flopped herself into the standing bed-place. a@1845 Hoop 
Agric, Distress iii, In bolts our bacon-hog Atwixt the legs 
of Master Blogg, And flops him down in all the muck. 1854 
Baxer Northampton Gloss. s. v., “How you flop it in. 1859 
Dickens 7. Two Cities 11.1, ‘ What do you mean by flopping 
yourself down and praying agin me?’ 

4. To move (wings, etc.) heavily and loosely up 


and down. 

18s9 Tennent Ceylon LI. vii. 254 Cawing and flopping his 
wings in the sky. 1891 Camb. Rev. 12 Mar. 264/2 One or 
two of them at least sat..feebly flopping their hands about. 

5. To strike with a sudden blow. Zo flop 2p (the 
eyes): to bung up; =FLarv.1. dial. 

1838 BywaTeR Sheffield (ed. 3) 227 If thah gets drunk, an 
flopsa watchman’seen up. 1888 Sorting Life 15 Dec. 5/5 
’E carnt flop a bloke. 

6. U.S. College slang (see quot.). 

1851 B. H. Hatt College Words, s.v., ‘A man writes cards 
during examination to feeze the profs .. and he flops the 
examination if he gets a good mark by the means.’ One 
usually flops his marks by feigning sickness. 

Hence Flo'pping ///. a. 

1679 Trial of Langhorn 53 He had a gray Coat on, and 
plain Shooes,-and a flopping Hat. 1692 R. L’Esrrance 
fables ccccix. 384 A Huge Flopping Kyte. 1821 CLARE 
Vill. Minstr. \. 24 Jealous watch-dog.. E’en rous’d by 
quawking of the flopping crows. 

Eloppy (flg'pi), a. collog. [f. Fuor v. + -x1.] 
Inclined to flop, having a tendency to flop 
about. j 

1858 Gro. Exior Scenes Clerical Life, Amos Barton ii, 
In those days even fashionable caps were large and floppy. 
1890 Pall Mall G. 2 Sept. 7/1 A divided skirt .. is the 
clumsiest, floppiest..article that a woman can put on. 

Hence Flo*ppily adv.; Flo*ppiness. 

1884 St. Yames's Gaz. 11 Sept. 6/2 An aimless feeble old 
humbug, he sits floppily on the wrong side of his boat, 1892 
Daily News 2 July 6/7 There is now a regrettable tendency 
to ‘ floppiness’ of attire. 


Flora (flora). Pl. flor; also floras. [a. 
L. Flora the goddess of flowers, f. flar-, flas flower.] 

1. In Latin mythology, the goddess of flowers ; 
hence, in modern poetical language, the personifi- 
cation of nature’s power in producing flowers. 

1508 DunBaAR Goldynx Targe 74 ‘Thare saw I .. The fresch 
Aurora, and lady Flora schene, 1667 Mitton 2. ZL. v. 16 
With voice Milde, as when Zephyrus or Flora breathes, 
1762 Fatconer Shipwr, 1, 235 Indulgent Flora breathed 


FLORAL. 


perpetual May. 1812 Crapper Tales x. 116 Here a grave 
Flora scarcely deigns to bloom. 1851 CarpenTer JZan. 
Piys. 65 The empire of Flora has no limit. 

4%. A descriptive catalogue of the plants of any 
geographical area, geological period, etc. 

[From the use of the name /Vora in Latin titles of works 
of this kind. The earliest known example is Simon Paulli’s 
flora Danica 1647; other early instances are Rupp’s //ova 
Fenensis 1718, and Linnzeus’ Hora Suecica 1745.) 

(1665 Ray (¢7¢/e), Flora, seu de Florum Cultura. Or, a 
complete Florilege.] 1777 Licurroot Flora Scotica Pref. 
17 It comprehends by far the greatest part, which is as much 
as the Flora of any country can pretend to. 1799 J. HuLt 
(¢itde), The British Flora, 1829 G. Jounston (¢itde), A Flora 
of Berwick-upon-T'weed. 1870 Hooker Stud. (ora Pref. v, 
I have consulted the usual British and Continental Floras, 

3. The plants or plant life of any particular 


region or epoch. Cf, FAUNA TI. 

1778 G. Wuite Le?#. in Selborne (1877) I. 217 Chalks, clays, 
sands. . woodlands, and champaign fields, cannot but furnish 
an ample Flora. 1830 LyeLt Princ. Geol. I. 92 ‘The flora 
of a country is peculiarly influenced by temperature. 1859 
Darwin O7ig. Spec. xii. (1873) 329 ‘The floras of distant 
continents would not by such means become mingled. 

Floral (flooral), a [ad. L. foral-is of or per- 
taining to //ora: see FLORA and -Au, In sense 3 
it may be regarded as a new formation on L. /flor~, 
fos flower. Cf. F. floral in all the senses. ] 

1. Hist. Pertaining to orin honour of the goddess 
Flora. Floral shows=. Florala. 

1647 STAPYLTON ¥xvenal 270 The Florall showes were 
celebrated in the end of Aprill, in honour of the Goddesse 
of Flowers and gardens, 1718 Prior Henry § Enna 769 
Let One great Day, To.. Floral Play Be set aside. 1727-41 
Cuambers Cycl., lorales Ludi, Floral Games. 

2. Pertaining to a flora or floras. Floral zone : 
one of the tracts into which the earth’s surface may 
be divided with regard to the character of the 
vegetable life. 

1870 Yeats Nat. Hist. Comm. 100 The floral zones are 
less irregular than the faunal. 

3. Of or pertaining to a flower or flowers. oral 
diagram : a diagram exhibiting the relative position 
of the parts in the cross-section of a flower. //oral 
envelope (sce ENVELOPE sb, 3). Floral leaf (see 


quot. 1753). 
1753 CuamBers Cyc, Supp, s.v. Leaf, Floral Leaf ex- 


presses one found near the flower, and which never appears - 


but with the flower. 1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Hloral 
éud, containing the flowers. 1829 Loupon Lxcyc/. Plants, 
Gloss. 1099 Floral envelopes. 1845 Florist’s Frnt. 230 Floral 
Intelligence. 1861 BentTLry Sot. (1870) 133 Floral leaves or 
bracts. 1876 Hooxrr Bot. Primer 62 The outermost of the 
floral whorls, the calyx. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ. IV. 
gs/2z Another floral expedition. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 
601 The Floral Diagram is constructed differently accord- 
ing to the purpose it is intended to serve. 

Hence Florrally adv., in quot., like a flower. 

1820 Examiner No. 631. 317/t Profound in its depth of 
chiaroscuro, and florally blooming in its colour. 

Floralize (floo'ralaiz), v. [f, FLoran + -1Z8.] 
trans. To make floral; to adorn with flowers. 

1890 The Voice (N.Y.) 10 Apr., How appropriate that all 
our cemeteries should be floralized and tree-shaded. 

+ Florameda. Oés.vare. ‘Probably a flowered 


or figured stuff’ (Beck). 

1640 Charter in Entick London Il. 178 Stuffs. . Floramedas. 

+Flovramour. Ods. Forms: 6-7 flo(u)ra- 
mor(e, flor(e)amour, flower amo(u)r, ?florimer. 
[a. OF. *for amour (in Cotgr. fleur d’amour) lit. 
‘flower of love’. Cf. Ger. floramor (16th c.). 

The suggestion that amour is a perversion of amaranthus 
seems not impossible, but is not supported by evidence.] 

A name given to various cultivated species of 
Amaranthus. 

1548 Turner Names of Herbes (1881) 11 The other kynde 
{of Amarantus] is called here in Englande..flouramore. 
1597 GERARDE Herbal ut. xl. 255 In English flower Gentle, 
purple Veluet flower, Floramor. 1611 Cotcr., /VJewr 
@ amour, flower-gentle, flower-amour. 1665-76 Ray //ora 
178 The great Floramour hath a thick and tall crested 
stalk, with many reddish large green leaves. 

§| Misused for: Love of flowers. 

1873 L. Wawtace Fair God 1. iv. 18. Ministering to the 
voluptuous floramour of the locality. 3 

Floran (floerin). Jn, Also Floran Tin. 
(See quot. 1778.) 

1778 Pryce Min. Cornub. 321 Floran is an exceeding 
small grained Tin, scarce perceivable in the stone though 
perhaps very rich, Also any Tin which is stamped ex- 
ceeding fine, and undersize, is called Floran ‘Tin—quasi 
Flower Tin. 1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., Florantin, tin 
ore scarcely visible in the stone, or stamped very small. 

Florascope: see FLORISCOPE. 

Florche, obs. form of FLOURISH. 

Flore, obs. form of FLoor. 

Floreal (floral), a. [f. L. flore-us, f. flor-, 
flos flower +-AL.] +a. = FLoran 1 (00s.),  b. 
= FLORAL 2. 

1602 SEcAR Hon, Mil. § Civ. iv. iii. 213 In the Playes 
Floreall, and in the Pastoral Comedies. 1852 /vaser’s 
Mag. XLV. sor Ancient and universal has been the floreal 
homage paid to the floreal queen. 

|| Floreal (floe'rzal), sd. [Fr. /loréal, f. as prec.] 
The name adopted for the eighth month of the 
year in the calendar of the French Republic intro- 
duced in 1793; it extended from April 20 to 


May 19. 


' luce is like vnto the *Florentine Flower de-luce. 
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1827 Scott Napoleon iv. Wks. 1870 X. 62, r7th Floreal, 
(8th of May). 1838 Nicotas Chron. Hist. 182 Floreal 
(Flowery Month). 

Floredelise, obs. form of FLEUR-DE-LYS. 

Floree: see FLorry. 

Florence! (flgréns). [The name of the chief 
city of Tuscany (F. /lorence, L. Florentia, early 
It. Azorenze, now Firenze); used as the name of 
various things produced or originating there.] 

+1. A gold florin. [In OF. florence.| Obs. 

a@ 1400 Octouian 1910 Four outlawes .. chepede me that 
chyld to sale For syxty florencys. ?a1475 Sgr. lowe Degre 
243 And offre there florences thre, In tokenyng of the 
trynyté. 1563 Foxe A. § AZ. (1570) 976/1 What money 
goeth out of Germany yearely to the Pope, mountyng to 
the summe of 3,000,000 Florences. 1598 Stow Sz7v. vii. 
(1603) 52 Edward III..commaunded Florences of gold to 
be made and coyned. 

2. The name given to certain woven fabrics : 


+a. of wool. Ods. exc. Hist. 

1483 Act 1 Rich. I//, cc. 8. § 18 The making of any 
Clothes called Florences with Cremyll listes. 1583 ates 
Customho. Cjb, Florence wullen cloth the yarde., 1658 
Puituirs, /lorences, a kind of cloth brought over from 
Florence. 1721-1800 in Bairry. 1846 in FatrHoLT Cos- 
tume Gloss. 

b. of silk (see quot.). (So in Fr.] 

1882 Cautreitp & Sawarpd Dict. Needlework, Hlorence. 
This dress stuff is also known as Florentine..a description 
of Corded Barége or Grenadine .. There is also a thin de- 
scription of Taffeta..which had its origin at Florence, and 
thence derived its name. 

+3. A kind of wine brought from Florence. Ods, 

1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4343/7 A Parcel of extraordinary 
good Red Florence, at 6s. a Gallon. 1757 H. WatroLe 
Lett. to Mann 20 Nov., The chest of Florence..proves to 
be Lord Hertford’s drams. 

4. Comb. Florence-flask, a flask of the kind 
used to contain Florence-oil (see FLASK 50.2 3); 
Florence iris, ? = //lorentine iris; Florence- 
leaf, a fine yellow leaf-alloy; Florence-oil, a 


superior kind of olive oil. 

1664 Evetyn Kal, Hort. (1729) 202 Florence Iris. 1762 
Frankuin Ws, (1806) I. 345 Your experiment of the 
Florence flask, and boiling water is very curious, 1858 
Smmmonps Dict. Trade, Florence-leaf. Ibid., Florence- 
oil, olive oil sold in flasks. 


+ Florence 2. s/ang. Obs. [? from the female 
Christian name.] (See quot.) 


azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Florence, a Wench that 
is touz’d and ruffled. 1785 in GrosE Dict. Vule. Tongue. 


+ Florent, a. Ods. [ad. L. /lorent-em, pr. pple. 
of florere to FuourtsH.] a. Flourishing. b. 
Blooming, flowery. 

1542 Upatt Lrasm. Apoph. 68b Sinopa.,was a florent 
citee, and of greate power. 1719 D’Urrry Pills (1872) I. 
340 Whose florent Spring now bears delightful bloom, 1721 
— Two Queens of Brentford t. in New Opera’s 28 Scandal 
has our florent Glory spoil’d. 

Florentine (flpréntoin), a. and sb. Also (in 
sense B. 3) 7 florenden, 8 -ine. [ad. L. F/o- 
rentin-us of or pertaining to //orentia Florence.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to Florence, the chief 


city of Tuscany. 

1603 Knoties Hist, Turks (1638) 292 Francis the Floren- 
tine Cardinall. 1756-7 tr. Keysler's Trav, (1760) II. 305 
Antonio del Pollajuolo, a Florentine painter, who died in 
1498. 1877 Nico. in Encycl. Brit, VII. 166 The third 
{diamond] in weight is the Florentine or Grand Duke. 

b. est. in + Florentine flower-de-luce = 
Florentine iris; Florentine fresco (see quot.) ; 
Florentine iris, the white or pale-blue iris (Z. 
Florentina) ; Florentine lake (see quot. 1854) ; 
Florentine marble (see quot.); Florentine 
mosaic, a kind of mosaic made by inlaying 
precious stones in marble or the like; Florentine 
pie = B. 3. 

1597 GERARDE /ferbal 1. xxxv. 48 The white Flower-de- 
1854 
Farruott Dict. Terms Art, *Florentine Fresco, Like 
common fresco, the lime is used wet, but in this mode it can 
be moistened and kept damp, and fit for painting on. 1882 
Garden 20 May 353/1 A large table bouquet. .of tall white 
*Florentine Iris. 1822 Imison Sc. § Art II. 411 *Florentine 
lake. 1854 Fairnott Dict, Terms Art, Florentine Lake, 
a pigment prepared from cochineal. It is now obsolete. 
1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey) *Florentine or Landskip-Marble, 
a kind of Marble in which the Figures of Mountains, Rivers, 
Towers..and even whole Cities are naturally represented. 
1854 Fairnoit Dict. Terms Art, *Florentine Mosaic. 1823 
Gar £xtail III. 65 ‘A jigot o’ mutton, a fine young poney 
cock, and a *florentine pye.’ 


B. sd. 
1. A native or inhabitant of Florence. 


Florentine ship. 

1s91 RareicH Last Fight Rev, (Arb.) 16 Their Nauy.. 
strengthened with Florentines and huge Hulkes of other 
countries. 1599 THYNNE Azimadv. (1875) 45 The woorke- 
menne, beinge florentynes. 160x SHaxs, Ad/’s Well 1, ii. 1 
The Florentines and Senoys are by th’eares. 1849 Macav- 
Lay Hist. Eng. 1. 353 London was, to the Londoner. .what 
Florence was to the Florentine of the fifteenth century. 

2. A textile fabric of silk or + wool, used for 
wearing apparel. Cf. FLORENCE 2. 

1545 Rates Customho. D iij b, Florentynes [printed -tyse] 
for a clothe. 1819 Rees Cycé., Florentine..a species of 
satin or tweeled silk. 1882 CAULFEILD & SawArp Dict. Need/e- 
work, Florentine .. is a twilled silk, thicker than Florence, 
which latter is, however, sometimes called by the same name, 


Also a 








FLOREY. 


3. Cookery. A kind of pie or tart; esf, meat 
baked in a dish with a cover of paste. 

1567-79 Hake Newes Powles Churchyarde iv. (1872) 
D ij, With Custardes, Tarts, and Florentines, the bancquet 
to amende. a17oo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Florentine, 
amade Dish of Minced Meats, Currans, Spice, Eggs, &c., 
Bak’d. 1750 E. Smiru Compleat Housewife (ed. 14) 41 
A Florendine of a kidney of Veal. 1870 Ramsay Remin. 
v. (ed. 18) 126 A florentine (an excellent old Scottish dish 
composed of veal). ‘ 

4. The Florentine dialect of Italian. 

1855 Mitman Lat. Chr, (1864) IX. xiv. v. 207 That exqui- 
site all-admired Florentine. .has secured its undying fame. 

Hence Flo‘rentine v. ¢vans., to cook or prepare 
in the manner of a florentine (B. 3) 

1769 Mrs. Rarratp Lng. Housekpr. (1778) 137 To floren- 
dine Rabbits, 

+ Flo‘rentizing, Za. pple. or ppl.a. Obs. [f. 
L. /lorentia Florence + -1Z8.] ? ¢vans. Making like 
Florence; or zz¢r. Imitating Florence. 

1591 SytvesteR Dz Bartas 1. ii. 943 Strife-full Ambition, 
Florentizing States: Bribes .. swaying Magistrates. 

|| Flores ! (floerzz). Ods. [L. flores, pl. of flas.] 

1. Old Chem. (See quot. 1706.) 

1663 Boyte Usefuln, Nat. Philos, 1. 11. 213 The same 
Aurum fulminans being calcin’d with .. Flowers of Brim- 
stone, till the /Zores be burnt away. 1706 Puitties (ed. 
Kersey), //ores..in Chymistry, the more subtil parts of a 
substance separated from the grosser by Sublimation. 

2. nonce-use. ‘ Flowers’ of speech. 

a1734 Nortu Lavam. 1, ili. § 94 One may also admire 
how the Author comes by these Flores of the Canaglia. 

|| Flores 2 (flores). [Sp.; pl. of for Frower. 
Cf. F. indigo flore.| (See quots.) 

1858 Stmmonps Dict. Trade, Flores,a commercial classi- 
fication of indigo, the best quality of dye from Nos. 7 to 9. 
1885 Batrour Cyc/, /ndia (ed. 3) 11. 333 South American 
[indigo]..Its qualities are distinguished as follows :—rst, 
Flores; 2nd, Sobres; and 3rd, Cortes. 

Florescence (flore’séns). [ad. mod.L. /flores- 
centia, t. L. florescent-emt: see next and -ENCE.] 
The process of producing flowers or bursting into 
flower; the period or state of flowering. Also 
concr. F lowers collectively. 

1793 Martyn Lang, Bot., Florescentia, Florescence or the 
Flowering season. The time when vegetables usually 
expand their flowers. 1819:H. Busk Banguet 1. 16 The 
grass..Fragrant with sweet florescence. 1853 G. Joun- 
ston Nat. Hist. &, Bord. 1. 124 All the Hieracia are erect 
throughout the process of florescence and semination. 

Florescent (flore’sent), a. [ad.L. forescent-em, 
pr. pple. of florescére to begin to blossom, inceptive 
of florére: see FLouRISH.) Bursting into flower, 
flowering. /z¢, and fig. 

1821 Blackw, Mag. 1X. 201 [They] will..remain admired 
and florescent, when the essays of thy most witty emissary 
are superseded and forgotten, 

Floresche, floresshe, obs. forms of FLourisn. 

Floret ! (floe'rét). [ad. OF. florete, F. flewrette, 
dim. of flea flower.] 

1. Bot. One of the little flowers that go to make 
up a composite flower or the spikelet in grasses. 
florets of the disk, of the ray (see quot. 1866). 

1671 Grew Anat. Plants. v. § 18 (1682) 38 The outer 
Part of every Suit, is its Floret..a Floret is the Epitome of 
a Flower. 1785 Martyn Ronssean’s Bot. vi. 69 The 
choke..is an assemblage of florets which are beginning to 
be formed. 1807 J. E. Smitu Phys. Bot. 456 Florets of 
the disk furnished with stamens only, 1866 77eas. Bot., 
The florets of the disk are those which occupy the centre of 
the head of a composite; while jZorets of the ray occupy 
the circumference. 1877 F. E. Hutme Wild #7. p. viii, 
Dandelion. —All the florets ligulate. 

2. A small flower, a floweret. 

1791 EK. Darwin Bot. Gard., Loves of Plants u, He. .Crops 
the young floret and the bladedherb. 1865 Ruskin Sesame 
(ed. 2) 192 These feeble florets are lying with all their fresh 
leaves torn, and their stems broken. 

Jig. 1786 Miss A. Sewarp Le??, (1811) I. 150, I may one 
day present you with my poetic florets. 1822 Blachw. Mag. 
XI. 424 Variegated by the florets of a superficial but ornate 
adulation. 

+ Flo‘ret 2. Obs. [ad. OFr. florete (Fr. fleuret) 
floss-silk, Cf. FERRET 50.2] =FeRRET 50.4 Only 
attrtb. as floret-silk = floss-silk. 

1583 Rates Customho. iv, Silk called Floret silk the 
pound contayning xvi. vnces. 1611 Corer. //euret, course 
silke; floret silke, 1640 Scavage Tadle in Entick Loudon 
(1766) II. 169 Ferret or Floret silk. 

Fence + Flo‘reting. 

1775 Romans Hist. Florida 144 This mixture is carded 
and called floretting. : ) 

Floret, obs. var. of Finurer 2, fencing-foil. 

Floreted (flderétéd), #7. a. [f Fiuornr] + 
-ED 2.] Having florets, covered or ornamented 
with little flowers. 


1856 Ruskin Mod. Paint. IV. vy. xix. § 31 In bulging 
balconies, and floreted gratings of huge windows. 
-+Flo‘retry. Os. rare. In7floritry, flowretry. 
[?f. Frorer, FrowErer +-ry.}] Flowery ornament. 

1615 G. Sanpys 7vav, m1. 161 The walls and arches.. 
garnished with floritry. 1650 Futter Pisgah 1, 367 The 
Cedar was. .curiously carved with imagery of flowers. . Nor 
was all this flowretry. .lost labour. : 

Florettée, -etty, vars. of FLEURETTEE, 

+ Florey, floree. O¢s. Forms: 6 floray, 
florrey, flurry, 6-7 florie, -y, 6-8 florey, 8 
floree. [a. F. florée, var. of fleurée in same sense, 


FLORIAGE. 


f. fleur flower.] A blue pigment consisting of the 
scum collected from the vat in dyeing with woad 
or indigo. 

1527 MS. Acc. R. Gibson, Master of Revels (Public Record 
Office), Boght. .iiij 27 of dry flory, the @iijs. 1573 Art of 
Limming 4 Smalte or florrey being tempered in a shell 
with gumme water maketh a blewe. 1640 Parkinson 
Theat, Bot. v. \xiii. 602 Florey ..is the scumme of the 
dyfat, while the cloth is upon the dying a blew colour with 
Indico or Woade. 1721-1800 Battery, //oree, 'lorey. 1858 
Simmonps Dict. Trade, Floree, powder blue or indigo. 

attrib, 1606 Peacnam Art Drawing 58 ‘Take Florey 
Blew and grind it with a little fine Roset. 

| Flo-vriage. Ods. [badly f. L. for-, lds flower, 
after foliage. Cf. Fr. flenrage.] 

1. Bloom, blossom, 

1782 J. Scorr Odes xx. 26 And where the trees unfold 
their bloom, And where the banks their floriage bear. 

2. ‘ The leaves of flowers’ (Webster Swppl. 1880). 

Floriate (foe:ri,t), AA/. a. In quot. floreate. 
[f. L. flor(2)- flos+-atu%. See -arn2.] =next. 
1894 Sotheby § Co.'s Catal. 11 July 124 The first page. . 
illuminated in floreate scrolls. 

Floriated (flo rijeitéd), AA/7. a. Also floreated. 
[fas prec. + -Ep!.] Decorated or adorned with 
floral ornaments. 

1845 Lcclesiologist IV. 17 The floriated Cross. 
Woon Com, O67, Seashore 25 A floriated coronet. 

jig. 1892 Sat. Rev. 13 Aug. 183/2 The late mission to 
Fez, and the highly ‘ floriated’ accounts of it. 

Floriation (flori)zfon). [f. as prec. + -aTIon.] 
a, A floral decoration. b, A musical flourish. 

1868 Cussans //er. iv. 60 A Cross Moline with its floria- 
tions more expanded. 1895 Cevt. Mag. Aug. 575/2 He 
continued the tune, with his accustomed floriations, 

Floricide (floo-risaid). zonce-wd. [f. L. flor(z)-, 
fis flower + -CIDE 1.] One who destroys flowers. 

1841 Hor. Situ Moneyed Man Xl. viii. 263 I cannot like 
a floricide. 

Floricomous (flori*kémas), a. rare. [ad. late 
L. floricom-us crowned with flowers, f. /lar(2)-, los 
flower + coma hair (see CoMA 2) + -ous.] 

+1. (See quot.) Ods.—° 

1727 Bairery vol. II, /loricomous, having the Top full of 
or adorn’d with Flowers, 

2. Zool. ‘The distinctive epithet of certain sponges, 
the rays of which end ina bunch of curved branches. 

Floricultural (flp-, flocrikeltitiral), a. [f. 
next+-ALl.] Pertaining to floriculture. 

1822 Loupon Eucycl. Gard. § 1626 Floricultural Cata- 
logue, 1845 //orist’s Frul. 250 Royal South London 
Floricultural Society. 

Floriculture (fp-, lo“ rikaltittz), [f.L. for(z)-, 
flos flower + CULTURE: after horticulture.| The 
cultivation of flowers or flowering plants. 

1822 Loupon Lucycl. Gard, § 1559 Floriculture is ob- 
viously of limited interest..compared to horticulture. 1876 
J. Grant One of the ‘600’ vi. 49 Displaying. .some ignor- 
ance alike of botany and floriculture. 

Floriculturist (flprikm'ltitirist). [f prec. + 
-Ist.] One who devotes himself to or is skilled in 
floriculture. 

1869 Athenxum 6 Nov. 587 If you are a mere floricul- 
turist..the subject is exhausted, 

Florid (flprid), a. [ad. (directly or through Fr. 
Jloride, Cotgr. in sense 6) L. florid-us (related to 
Jlorére to bloom : see -1n), f. flor-, los flower.] 

+1. Blooming with flowers; abounding in or 
covered with flowers ; flowery. Ods. 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Florid, garnished with flowers. 
1667 Mirron P. L, vit. go The ambient Aire wide inter- 
fus’d Imbracing round this florid Earth. 

+b. Consisting of flowers, floral. 

1665 Boyie Occas. Rel. 11. iv. (1675) 151 Those, who are 
wont to make Fires..have generally displac’d the florid, 
and the verdent Ornaments of their Chimneys. 1678 
VauGcuan Thalia Rediv., Daphnis 70 Bring here the florid 
glories of the Spring. a168z Sir T. Browne Tracts (1684) 
9t Florid and purely ornamental Garlands ..are of more 
free election. 

2. fig. Profusely adorned as with flowers ; elabo- 
rately or luxuriantly ornate. Often in somewhat 
disparaging sense: Excessively ornate. 

a. Of composition, speech, etc.: Abounding in 
ornaments or flowers of rhetoric; full of fine words 
and phrases ; flowery. 

1656 CowLry Pindar. Odes Notes Wks. (1710) 1. 238 
Apollo is..the God of Poetry, and all kind of Florid Learn- 
ing. 1658-9 Burton's Diary (1828) IV. 131 He made 
a very florid speech, 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 321 P 3 The 
Expressions are more florid and elaborate. 1782 V. Knox 
Ess. (1819) II. lxi, 17 Several of the poems..are florid to 
excess, 1814 Scorr Wav, xiv, He possessed that flow of 
natural, and somewhat florid eloquence, which, [etc.] 1878 
Mortey Crit, Misc., Vauvenargues 6 The florid and 
declamatory style of youth. 4 

b. Ofa person or his attributes: Addicted to the 
use of flowery language or rhetorical ornament. 

1671 GumBLe Life of Monck Ep. Ded., This Subject re- 
quired a. ,more florid Pen than mine. 169x Woop A th. Oxon. 
I. 164 He took holy orders. .and became a florid Preacher. 
1735 Porr Prol. Sat. 317 In florid impotence he speaks. 1759 
Rosertson //ist. Scot, (1817) 211 A copious and florid writer. 

e. Ofattire, manners, methods of procedure, etc. : 
Highly ornate; showy, ostentatious. 

1816 J. Scort Vis. Paris (ed. 5) 172 Whole years of... 
florid and unnatural patronage. 1855 THAckERAY New- 


1857 
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comes 1, 231 A florid apparel becomes some men, as simple 
raiment suits others. 1876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 89 
The ritual is altogether of a more florid character, 
3. spec. in technical use. 
a, Music. (See quots. 1879, 1888.) 

1708 [see Ficurate a, 4.]. 1774 Burney //ist. Mus. (1789) 
I. vi. 80 Our florid-song..is not always sufficiently sub- 
servient to poetry. 1875 OuseLry J/Zus. (orm ix. 49 Vary 
the accompaniments by introducing more florid figures. 
1879 Grove Dict. Mus., Klorid. Music in rapid figures, 
divisions, or passages, the stem of the simple melody 
bursting forth, as it were, into leaves and flowers. 1888 
Sramner & Barretr Dict, Tus. Terms, I’'lorid counter- 
point, a counterpoint not confined to any special species, 
but in which notes of various lengths are used. 

b. Arch. Enriched with decorative details. 

a@1704 Evetyn Architects §& Archit., Misc. Writings 
(1825)422 How oddly would... the spruce and florid Corinthian 
[become]a Tuscan entablature. 1815 J].Smiru Panorama Sc. 
& Art I. 151 The next [style] is often called florid, as if it 
were richer in ornament. 1838 Murray //and-bk. N. Germ, 
11 The exterior, in the most elegant florid Gothic. 1886 
Wiis & Crark Cambridge 11.526 A florid style of Jacobean 
architecture. 

+4. Of blooming appearance; strikingly beau- 
tiful or attractive; brilliant. Of colour: Bright, 


resplendent. Ods. 

1642 H. More Song of Soul n. ii. 1. v, Slight proofs cannot 
well fit In so great cause, nor phansies florid wile. 1664 
Butteet Sirinthea 133 Vhe bewitching appearance ofa florid 
beauty. 1677 Pror Ox/fordsh. 58 It gave the skin so florid 
a whiteness, that, [etc.] 1725 Butter Sev, vi. 113 Florid 
and gaudy Prospects and Expectations. 1770 H. WaLPoLe 
Vertue's Aneca. Paint. (1771) 1V. 140 The weeping-willow 
and every florid shrub ., are new tints in the composition of 
our gardens, 

5. Of the complexion (or the colour of a part of 
the body): Rosy or ruddy, flushed with red. 

16s0 Jer. Tavtor Holy Living ii. § 4. rot When it [our 
beauty] is most florid and gay, three fits of an ague can 
change it into yellowness. 1663 P77. Trans. I. 118 Of 
a very florid clear Complexion. 1707 Froyer Physic. 
Pulse-Watch 60 High florid Colour in the Cheeks. 1781 
Gipson Decline § Fall ILI. xlviii. 45 His complexion was 
fair and florid. 1800 Med. Frul. LV. 155 ‘The gums.. 
became florid on the third day. 1865 ‘TRottore Lelton 
Estate iii. 26 A decidedly handsome man with a florid face. 

+b. Of the blood: Bright red (i. e. arterial). 

1680 tr. Bacon's Life § Death 64 The lively and floride 
bloud of the small Arteries. 1731 ArBuTHNoT A limzents 
z2t The Qualities of Blood in a healthy State are to be florid 
when let out of the Vessel. 1797 M. Battie Jord, Anat. 
(1807) 40 A florid blood must have been always circulating 
between the lungs and the left side of the heart. 

6. Flourishing, lively, vigorous; in the bloom of 


health. Now vare. 

1656 Artif. Handsom. 76 Like snow insummer, falling on 
green and florid trees. 1669 W. Simrson /ydvol. Chym. 
3t The circulation of the blood and humours become thereby 
more florid. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 2. 1 I..attn- 
bute the florid old age I now enjoy, to my constant morning 
walks up Hedington-Hill. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1v. 1096 With 
florid joy her heart dilating glows. 1748 Hume 7/2, Und. 
i. ro Bodies. .endow’d with vigorous and florid Health. 1858 
Cartyte Fredk. Gt. II. vi. ix. 128 Wilhelmina, formerly 
almost too florid, is gone to a shadow. F 

Florida (flprida). The name of a State in the 
extreme south-east of the United States, used attrzd. 
to designate things connected with it in origin or 
manufacture : as Florida-water, a perfume similar 
to eau-de-Cologne, largely used in the United 
States ; Florida wood, a hard wood obtained from 
a species of dogwood, having close grain, and much 
used for inlaying-work by cabinet-makers (Cend. 
Dict.). J 

1883 Fisheries Exhib. Catal. (ed. 4) 160 Bahama and 
Florida sponges are about equal in texture and value, 1884 
R. Wueatiey in Harper's Mag. June 59/1 Merchandise 
such as Florida water. 

[f. mod.L. 


Florideous (fori‘dtss), a. Dot. 
Floride-w (f. L. flortdis FuoRiD) + -ous.] Belong- 
ing to the /lortdex, an order of Algz, or having 


the characters of that group. 

1884 [See Fave twa). E tan 

Floridity (Ipri-diti). 
= FLORIDNESS. 

1713 STEELE Guardian No. 42? 3 The Merit of his Wit 
was founded upon. .the tossing up of a Pair of Rosie Jowles 
.. His Reputation. .rose in proportion to his Floridity. 1759 
Darwin in PA7l. Trans. LI. 527 ‘Vhat these hemorrhages 
were from the pulmonary artery..appears from. .the flori- 
dity. 1820 Blackw. Mag. VI\. 312 There is nothing of 
this flutter and floridity in the poems of Mr. Anster. 1831 
Howirr Seasons 152 We soon perceive the floridity of 
nature merging into a verdant monotony. 1883 Century Mag. 
X XVI. 917/1 They were. .dressed with a certain floridity. 

Floridly (fgridli), adv, [f. Fuori @.+-Ly 2.J 
In a florid manner; esp. with respect to speech. 

1667 H. Srussr in Phil. Trans. U1. 500 Their Spleen is 
Triangular..and floridly red. 1667 H. More Div. Dial. 
Il, xiv. (1713) 131 You have apologized more floridly and 
rhetorically for me than [ete.]. 1739 Cisper Afol. (1756) 
I. 40 By endeavouring to be floridly grateful I talk’d non- 
sense, 1881 Macm. Mag. XLIII. 386/2 A floridly sensa- 
tional religious novel, 


Floridness ({flp'ridnés). [f. FLorip a. + -Nuss.] 
The quality or condition of being florid ; exuberant 
freshness or liveliness, brightness of ruddy hue; 
lavishness of ornamentation. 


1661 FetrHam Resolves 11. 1xx. 337 Some of the Ancient 
Grecians ., deriving it [dancing] from the Amcenity and 


[f. FLormp a + -1Ty.] 











FLORIN. 


Floridness of the warm and spirited bloud. 1664 Evetyn 
Sylva (1776) 63x Allured it is likely by the .. Florid- 
ness of the leaves. 1769 WesLey Fru. 2 July, Her language 
is..simple, without. .affected floridness. 1776 PriesTLey in 
Phil. Trans, UXVI. 231 The floridness of the arterial blood. 
1830 /raser's Mag. I. 8 Refinement..tames down the 
floridness.. of the imagination. 1842 /é7d. XXVI. 639 A 
clustering floridness sometimes conceals a flaw in the pillars. 
1889 Bruce Plant, Negro 153 The man of ripe years has all 
the mental floridness of a boy. : 

Floriferous (flori‘féres), a. [f. L. florifer (f. 
Jlor(i)-, flos + Ser bearing) + -ous.] Producing 
flowers. Hence Flori‘ferousness. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Floriferous. 1678 T, JorDAN 
Triumphs Lond. u, A Verdant Hill, which the Floriferous 
hand of Nature had Crown'd with [etc.]. 1727 BAr1Lry, vol. 
II, /loriferousness. 1796 C. MARSHALL Garden, xix. (1813) 
345 The dwarf sort..is not so floriferous as the large, 1881 
Pract. Gardener 35 China Roses. .none are more floriferous 
than these, 1882 Garden 25 Feb, 134/3 Its extreme flori- 
ferousness compared with that of any of the others. 

jig. 1879 G. Merevira Lgorst I, Prel. 5 This laughter 
of reason refreshed is floriferous. 4 

Florification (floerifikéifon).  [a. Fr. forif- 
cation, £.1. flor(z)», flds flower + -FICATION. } ‘The ac- 
tion of producing flowers; the process of flowering. 

1796 H, Hunter tr, SZ, Pierre's Stud, Nat. (1799) IL. 92 
Without..enquiring what might be the particular use of 
the florification. 1828 in WrpsTER. ‘ . 

Floriform (floorifgim), a. [f. L. flor(2)-, flos 
flower + -rorM.] Having the form of a flower. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 38 Floriform. 
1835 Kirpy //ad, §& Just. Anim. II. xiii. 14 The aperture 
being round in some [Crinoideans] and floriform in others. 

+Florigerous, a. Ods.-° [f. L. jloriger 
flower-bearing (f. //0r(2)-, /las flower + -ger bearing) 

+-ous.] Bearing flowers. 

1727 in Barvey, vol. II, 1775 in Asu. 

Florikan, floriken (floerikan, -kén), Also 
9 florican, -ikan, -ikin. [Of unknown origin; cf. 
the synonym FLANDERKIN 2.] ‘A name applied in 
India to two species of small bustard, the Bengal 
Florican (Sypheotides bengalensis, Gmelin) and the 
Lesser Florican (.S. aurztus, Latham)’ (Yule). 

1780 Munro Narrative (1789) 199 The floriken, a most 
delicious bird of the buzzard kind. 1863 Srexe D/scov. 
Nile 58, I shot a new variety of florikan, : 

t+Flovilege. Ods. [a. Fr. florilége, or ad. 
mod.L. florilegium : see next.] =next. 

a. 1665 Rea (¢7¢/e) Flora..or a Complete Florilege, fur- 
nished with all Requisites belonging to a Florist. 

b. 1651 Biccs New Disp. P 290 Which..have not bin 
sucked and elaborated (like the Bee) so much out of, either 
the poison of somes dotages and uncertain principles, or 
others Florilege and Analect. 1727-41 in CHAMBERS Cyc/. 

Florilegium (floeril7dzivm). [mod.L., f. fore- 
leg-us flower-culling, f. flor(z)-, flos flower + legére 
to gather; a literal rendering of Gr. av0Ad-y.ov 
ANTHOLOGY, after the analogy of spictlegtum.] a. 
Zit. A collection or selection of flowers; used 
transf, in the title of a book (see quot.). b. A 
collection of the flowers of literature, an anthology. 

a. 1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4901/4 A compleat Florilegium 
of all the choice Flowers cultivated. 

b. 1647 C. Harvey Synagogue xxvi. 9 The florilegia of 
celestiall storyes, 1716 M. Davies A then. Brit. 11.Crit, Hist. 
4 Antonius Schorus's Ciceronian Florilegiums, 1815 SourTHEY 
Let. 15 Aug. (1856) II. 423 Some [of Kirke White’s poems] 
--must hold their place in our popular Florilegia as long as 
the English language endures. 1870 Loweit Study Wind. 
373 We have made but asmall florilegium from Mr. Hazlitt’s 
remarkable volumes, 

+ Also in anglicized form Flori‘legy. 

1621 Be. Mountacu Diatribe 29 Glossaries: Florilegies. 

Florimania (floerimé'nia)._[f. L. f20r(2)-, flos 
flower + Gr, pavia madness (see MANTA).] A mania 
or ‘rage’ for flowers in general, or for one parti- 
cular sort or species of flower. 

1822 Loupon Hncycl. Gard. § 54 This florimania seems to 
have declined and given way to a taste for exotics. 

So Florimanist [see -18T], one possessed by flori- 
mania. (Cf. F. florimane.) 

1822 Loupon Eucycl. Gard. § 44 The number of flori- 
manists..was much more considerable towards the middle 
of the last century. 

Florin (figrin). Forms: 4-9 floren(e, 4-7 
florein, -eyne, 5 (floran), floryne, (floring), 4, 
8— florin. [a. Fr. flortz = Pr., Sp. florin, It. 

Jiorino, £. fiore:—L. flor-em, flos flower, the coin 
originally so called having the figure of a lily 


’ stamped upon it, 


Some of the early forms can hardly be distinguished from 
those of the synonymous FrorEeNcr; there is no direct 
etymological connexion between the two words, though 
the ‘ flower’ from which the Florentine coin took its name 
may have been used with allusion to the name of the city.] 

1. The English name of a gold coin weighing 
about §4 grs., first issued at Florence in 1252. 

1303 R, Brunne //and/. Syne 6201 Pere pey fonde pe 
cofre ful..Of florens, and of goldrynges. ax4g0ce Octoutan 
396 A palmer..bad for that chyld so bold Well many 
floreyne. c1470 Henry Wadlace 1x. 252 ‘This blythis me 
mekill mor, Than off floryng [v.7. floringis] ye gaiff me 
sexty scor. @1533 Lp. Berners Avon Ixviii. 234 They 
left not in y® abbey the valewofa floren. 1655 FULLER Ch, 
Hist. . 1. § 38 Yet in after-Ages the Arch-Bishop of 
Canterburie'’s Pall was sold for five thousand Florenes. 
1765 Birackstone Comm, I. 1. viii. 313 Edward the black 


FLORIPONDIO. 


prince. imposed a tax of a florin upon every hearth, in his 
French dominions. 1832 tr. Sizsszondi’s Ital. Rep. iv. 85 
The republic of Florence, in the year 1252, coined its golden 
florin, of 24 carats fine, and of the weight of one drachm. 

2. An English gold coin of the value of six 
shillings or six and eightpence, issued by Edward 
Ill. Obs. exc. Hist. 


1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxy. 231 The floreyne that 
was callid the noble pris of vj shillynges viij pens of ster- 
linges. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 256 Vhe king made 
a newe coyne of Golde and named it the Floreyn. 1697 
Evetyn Neenisy:. i. 4 Our golden Florens in the reign of 
Edward III. 1866 Crump Barking x. 222 Coinage of 
England. -Edward III. Gold. Florin, half-florin. 

3. The English name of various coins current at 
various times on the continent. a. Gold coins. 

1611 Cotcr., /lorin, a Florin, or Franc: an ancient 
coine of gold in France, worth ijs. sterl.: not currant at this 
day. 1811 P, Kerry Univ. Cambist I. 177 The gold 
florins are chiefly current in the countries on the banks of 
the Rhine, passing generally for 2 Rixdollars current. 

b. Silver coins. 

1716 Lapy M. W. Monracu Le’. to Mrs. Thistlethwayte 
26 Sept., The laws of Austria confine a woman’s portion 
not to exceed two thousand florins, 1727-41 CHAMBERS 
Cycl. s.v. Florin, As to silver Florins. . Those of Genoa, &c. 
were worth about 8}d. sterling. 1832 Sir J. Sinctair Corr 
II. 299 He..pays no more than eight or ten florins Polish 
money, which is four or five shillings in England. 1873 
Ouwa Pascaré/ 1, 13 We only want a few florins, 

4. An English silver coin of the value of two 
shillings, first minted in 1849. 

1849 Lond. Frnl. 12 May 149 The new two shilling coin 
is to be called a florin. 

Floripo‘ndio. Also8 floripendio, floripondy. 
[a. Sp. flortpondio, ad. mod.L. floripondium, app. 
f. L. flor(z)-, flds flower + pondus weight.]} 

The Spanish name oftwo Peruvian species of datura 
or thorn-apple, 2. arborea and D. sanguinea. 

1604 EF. G[rimston] tr. Acosta’s Nat. § Mor. Hist. Indies 
Iv. xxvii, 283 Flowers .. of excellent scent, as those which 
growe vpon a tree termed by them Floripondio or carry 
flower [orig. has only: ‘which some call Floripondio’). 
1745 P. THomas Jrx/. Anson's Voy. 92 The Floripendio 
is a tree which bears no fruit, but only Flowers like Bells. 
1768 J. Byron Narr. Patagonia 218 Their gardens are 
full of noble orange-trees and flori-pondies. 1815 W. Bowles 


Missionary vi. 178 Above, ‘The floripondio its rich trellis 


wove, 1866 7xeas. Bot., Floripondio, Datura sanguinea. 

Florische, florise, floris(s)h(e, florisse, 
obs. forms of FLourtsn. 

Floriscope (floriskoup). Less correctly flora- 
scope. [f. L. flor(z)-, flos flower + Gr. -oxdros 
looker.] An optical instrument for inspecting 
flowers. 

1847 Cratc, /Jorascofe [and so in later Dicts.]. 1889 Catho- 
lic Househ. 30 Novy. 6 A pocket microscope and Floriscope. 

Florist (flp’-, floerist). [f. L. flor-, flos flower 
+-1st. Cf. Fr. flewrtste, It. frortsta.| One who 
cultivates flowers; one skilled in knowledge of 
flowering plants; also, one who raises flowers for 
sale, or who deals in flowers. 

1623 Sir H. Worron in Relig. Wotton. 407 It hath given 
me acquaintance with some excellent Florists (as they are 
stiled), 1678 Vaucuan Thalia Rediv., To his Books 47 
Choice Flow’rs, all set and drest By old, sage florists. 
1718 Mreethinker No. 11 ® 7 She will watch .. as a Florist 
does a Bed of Flowers in the Spring, 1808 Pike Sources 
Mississ, ut. 210'Vhis father was a great naturalist or rather 
florist: he had large collections of flowers, plants, &c. 1871 
Farre Philol. Eng. Tongue § 251 Vhey differ as the flowers 
of the florist differ from those of nature, 

Floristry (flpristri). [f. prec. + -ry.] collect. 
The objects on which a florist exercises his skill ; 
garden-flowers as a whole. _ In quot. aé¢rid. 

1822 Loupon Lucycl, Gard, Index, Florists or floristry 
gardeners 2079. 

Florisugent (flovrisizdzent), a. [f. L. for(2)-, 
flos flower + siigent-em, pr. pple. of siigére to suck. ] 
Sucking (honey from) flowers: applied to certain 
birds and insects. 1889 in Cent. Dict. 

Floritry: see FLorEtRY. 

Floroun: see FLEURON. 


|| Florwit (‘oe-rizit). [L., 3rd sing. perf. indic. of - 


florere to flourish. Cf. Aadztat.] Occasionally uscd 
for: The period during which a person ‘flourished’. 

1843 Linpett & Scorr Greek-Eng. Lex. Pref., The date 
of each Author’s ‘floruit’ is added in the margin. 1882 
Satntspury fist, Lr. Lit, Pref. g The Index will .. be 
found to contain the date of the birth and death, or, if these 
be not obtainable, the Jforuzt of every deceased author 
of any importance. 1890 H. W, Warkins Banepton Lect. 
ii. 100 Professor de Groot puts his life at a.p. 65-135, and 
his floruit in the reign of Trajan. 

Florula (foo ri71a). [asif L.*orula,dim. of flora 
(see FLora).] A small flora or collection of plants. 

1847 Gray Lett. (1893) 347 That makes a very homoge- 
neous florula. 1853 Kane Grinnell Ex. vi. (1856) 46 My 
limited florula, gathered as I made a few hasty walks. 

Florulent (fl6e--, fiprizlent), a [ad. L. floru- 
Jent-us, {. flor-, fos flower.] a. Abounding in 
flowers, flowery. b. In decorative art ; Consisting 
of depicted flowers. 

a. 1592 R. D. Hyfnerotomachia 91 Turning upon the 
florulent ground. 1670-81 in Brounr Glossogr. 1869 A. 


STEELE in W. S. Crockett Minstrelsy Merse (1893) 160 Nor 
name those balmy, spicy dells Though florulent they be. 
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b. 1889 H. S. Cumine in Fru. Archxol. Assoc. XV. 227 
Florulent scrolls in relief upon a mat ground. 

Hence Flo-rulentness. 1727 in Battey vol. IT. 

+ Florry, 50.1 Obs. rare. Also flore. [?f. OF. 
flor, fleur flower; cf. OF. floré ppl. ad)j.] 

1830 Wills §& Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1835) 109 A fflorie of 
golde & a signet of golde. Jd/d., A flore of gold enameld 
with blew & j stone in it. 

Flory (flori), a. and 56.2. Sc. 

A. adj. Showy, vain. 

1782 Sir J. StncLair Observ. Sc. Dial, 102 Flory..showey, 
vain. 1821 Scotr Redgauntlet Let. xii, The words ‘ flory 
conceited chap’. 

B. sd. A conceited, frothy fellow. 

1757 H. I. Player’s Scourge 5 A pedantic foolish flory. 

Flory, ¢. Her.: see Frmury. 

Flory-boat. (See quot.) 

1867 SmyrH Sailor's Word-bk., Flory-boat, a local term 
for boats employed in carrying passengers to and fro from 
steamers which cannot get alongside of a quay at low- 
water, 

Florys(e)h(e, flor(y)schyn, floryse, flo- 
ryss(h)e, obs. forms of FLourisH. 

+ Floscampy. [a. med.L. 0s camp? lit. ‘ flower 
of the field’.] (See quot. 1398.) 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xciil. (1495) 647 
[7lgs campi is a lytyll floure with a small stalke and the 
floure is red as blood]. c1430 7wo Cookery-bks. 31 Sette 
on euery pompe a flos campy flour. c14q40 ) ork Alyst. xii. 
366 Haill! floscampy, and flower vyrgynall. 

+Flo'scle. Ols. [ad. L. flosculus : see Fios- 
cuLE.] A flower. 

1899 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 41/2 Infunde 
theron, of the beste oyle Olive, as much as wille cover the 
floscles. bid. (at end), Expos... wordes .. derived of the 
Latines, ‘floscles, reade flowers’, @1770 C. Smarr //op 
Garilen 1, 176 The hop..began to hang Its folded floscles 
from the golden vine. 

Floscular (flp'ski/la1), a [f. L. floscel-ws 
little flower (see FLOSCULR) + -AR. ] 

1. Composed of floscules or flowerets. 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot. Hlosculosus flos, a floscular 
flower. 1845 Lrinpiry Sch. Bot. vi. (1858) 82 Flowers 
mostly floscular, 

2. ? Flossy, fluffy. 

1822 New Monthly Mag. VV. 6 An ample violet-coloured 
chlaina of floscular cotton. 

+ Floscula‘tion. Obs. rare—'. [f. L. floscul-us 
(see FLoscutr) + -arton.] A flower (of speech) ; 
an embellishment or ornament, 

1651 Futter Adel Rediv., Huss 19 That..with rhetoricall 
flusculations [s/c] I should endevour to adorne his me- 
moriall. 

Floscule (fip’skizl). [a. F. floscule, ad. L. 
floscul-us, dim of flos flower.] 

+1. Something in the shape of a little flower. 

1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 53 What remained was 
a bright styriate floscule. 

+b. An embellishment or ornament (of speech). 
Obs. Cf. Ger. floskel. 

1669 Six K. Digby's Closet Open. Vo Rar., There needs no 
Rhetoricating Floscules to set it off. 

2. Bot, A small blossom of a composite flower ; 
a floret. 

1785 Martyn Qovssean’s Bot. vi. 67 Giving the names of 
Floscules or Florets to the Jitthe component flowers, 1805 
Edin. Rev. V1. 85 Fach single anther will constitute a 
male floscule. 1828 in WebSTER, 

+Flosculent, a. Ods. [incorrectly f. as prec. 
+-ULENT. (Or is it a misprint for /lorz/ert?) | 
Of speech or a speaker : Flowery. 

1646 J. Hate Hore lac. 104 But for private friendship, 
had it not onely allowance, but also praise, the Holy 
Spirit would not so oft have beene flosculent, when Hee 
touched here. 1632 — Height Eloquence p. vi, Endea- 
youring either an exact flosculent or delightfully formed 
speech. 

+ Flo‘sculet. Ods.vare—'. [f. as prec. + -2r.] 
A little flower ; in quot. zg. for an infant. 

1648 Herrick //esfer. (1869) I, 133 Your owne faire print 
was set Once in a virgin flosculet, Sweet as your selfe. 

Flosculose (flpskizlous), a. [f. L. floscl-us 
FLOSCULE + -oSE.]. = FLoscuLous. 

1866 Tveas. Bot., Flosculi(adj. Flosculose). In mod. Dicts. 

Flosculous (flp'skiz/las), a. [f.as prec. + -ous.] 

+1. Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of flowers ; 
having the savour of flowers. Ods. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. vi. 97 A dry and flos- 
culous coat [of the nutmeg], commonly called Mace. a 1682 
— Tracts (1684) 25 Putting the dried Flowers of the Vine 
into new Wine to give it a..flosculous race or spirit. 

2. Abounding with flowers, flowery. vare, 

1676 in Corrs. 1824 Pricuarp Welsh Afinstr, 13 Thou 
flosculous and fruitful fair one ! 

3. Zot. a. Composed of floscules or florets. 

1785 Martyn Rozssean’'s Bot. vi. 68 The Flosculous 
flowers, or such as are composed of florets. 1845 LINDLEY 
Sch. Bot. vi. (1858) 84 Flowers either flosculous or radiant. 

b. Of a floret: Tubular. 

1830 Linptry Wat. Syst. Bot. 198 Corynibifere, the 
florets of which are flosculous inthe middle. 1870 RrentLey 
Bot. (1887) 594 Coryubifere, the plants of which have either 
all tubular (flosculous) and perfect florets; or [etc.]. 


+ Flose, v. Ods. rare—'. [Cf. Fuoss?.] ?To 
be shaggy. 


Re ieee ee Adit.) Ps Be 


1689 Faxe fyltered, & felt 
flosed hym vmbe. * 


FLOSS. 


|| Flos-ferri (flp’sfe'rai). AZ. [L.; =‘ flower 
of iron’.} A coralloid variety of aragonite, often 
found with iron ore. 

1748 Sir J. Hitt Hist. Fossils 344 This species is. .called 
.. Flos Ferri. 1878 Lawrence tr. Cotta's Rocks Class. 
51 Flos-ferri is formed in great perfection in the Styrian 
iron-mines, : 

Flosh (flpf),s.1 Obs.exc.dial. Also 3-4 flosche. 
[Sce FuasH 50.1; cf. also FLusH 56.7] 

1. A pool; sometimes, a stagnant pool overgrown 
with reeds, etc. ; a swamp. 

a1300 EL, 2, Psalter \xxxvii{i]. 5 [4], lam wened, in ilka 
land ‘Yo bas pat ere in flosche falland. 1789 D. Davipson 
Th, Seasons 12 When .. powheads spartle in the oosy flosh, 
1875 Lanc. Gloss., Flosh, water, or a watery place. 

b. transf. A pool (of blood). 

a 1400-80 Alexander 2049 Sike scoures were of blude.. 
Pat foles ferd in pe flosches to be fetelakis. 

2. attrib. (Cf. FLUSH sd.4 2c.) 

1847 Hawiiwett, /losh-hole, a hole which receives the 
waste water from a mill-pond, 1875 in Sussex Gloss. 

Flosh (fpf), 50.2. (See quot.) 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 889/2 Flosh (Metallurgy), 
a hopper-shaped box in which ore is placed for the action 
of the stamps. 

+ Floshed, 7//. a. Obs. rare—'. [app. f. F. 
(sote) floche (see FLOSS 2) +-ED.] Made to resemble 
floss-silk. 

1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 517 Men appareiled like wilde 
men..their bodies..covered with grene Sylke flosshed. 

Floss ! (figs). déa7. In Orkney and Shetland: 
A collective term for reeds, rushes, ete. 

1623 in Barry Orkney Jsl. (1805) App. 467 That no 
persone shall..pull floss .. before the first of Lammas. 
1793 Statist. Acc. Scotd. VII. 524 ‘The tenants paid in 
kind. .floss or reeds. 1866 Epmonpston Shetl. §& Orkn. 
Gloss., Floss, the common rush, 

Floss 2 (fps). Also 9 dal. floose. [Of doubt- 
ful origin. Possibly an adoption of some form of 
OF. flosche down, pile of velvet; also as adj. in 
soye flosche (mod.¥. soze floche) floss-silk (=It. seta 
Jloscta). Possibly, however, there may have been 
a native Eng. or Scandinavian word floss cognate 
with Fnrnce, Cf, mod.Icel. os nap of cloth, Da. 
fos plush (recorded from 17th c.), and Cleveland 
dial. floss-seave the cotton-grass ; also FLOSE 2. ] 

1. The rough silk which envelopes the cocoon of 
the silk-worm ; also see quot. 1835. 

1789 Putieiw in PAi?, Trans. LI. 56 The common silk- 
pee with all its floss, weighs usually but three grains. 1835 

Irn Philos. Manuf. 3 Silk which occurs in entangled tufts, 
called floss, is spun like cotton. 

b. ¢ransf. (see quot.). 

1846 Smart, /‘/oss, a downy substance in some plants. 
1847 Loner. Evang. 1. iii, Hair, like the silken floss of 
the maize, hung over his shoulder. 

2. Silk in fine filaments; = FLOss-sILK. 

1871 B. Tavtor Faust (1875) II. 1. iil. 22 Silken threads 
and silken flosses Here must play their parts. 1889 A. N. 
Carter in Century Mag. Nov. 37/2 Old velvet embroidered 
with gold and floss. 

3. A flossy surface; also, a quantity of flossy 


particles ; fluff. 

1784 Hentry in Beckfora’s Vathek (1868) 160 note, The 
wrong side of tapestry will represent more truly the figures 
on the right, notwithstanding the floss that blurs them, 
than [etc.]. 1850 Bamrorb 7% Bobbin’s Wks. Gloss., [’loose, 
the flyings of wool or cotton. 1871 Narurys Prev. §& Cure 
Dis. 1. iv. 121 When woven thick and with a floss, it is 
warm, 1891 Labour Commission Gloss., Floss, the small 
particles of fibre in the dust given off in the processes of the 
manufacture of textiles. 

4. attrib. and Coméb., as floss line, thread, wig, 
yarn. Also FLOSS-SILK. 

1894 Daily News 7 May s/t Men fish with a *floss line, 
and one, two, six, or more natural flies on a hook, 1872 
MacE :ratu Dict. Commerce (Webster 1879) */loss-thread, 
a kind of soft flaxen yarn or thread, used for embroidery. 
1864 J. Brown Horw Sudbsec., F. Leech (1882) 28 Vhe coach- 
man’s red face and *floss wig. 

[a. Ger. flosz in 


Floss ® (flgs). Aletallurey. 
same sense: see FLoat sd.] 

1. a. (See quot.) b. (See quot.) @. =/loss-hole 
(see below). 

a. 1839 Ure Dict, Arts 509 Floss of the puddling fur- 
nace is the fluid glass floating upon the iron produced by 
the vitrification of the oxides and earths which are present. 

b. 1839 Ure Dict. Arts 711-2 White cast iron..is em- 
ployed..for the manufacture of steel, and is then called 
steel floss, or lamellar floss. 

ce. 1839 Ure Dict. Arts 702 The floss, or outlet of the 
slag from the furnace. 

2. Comb.: floss-hole, (a) ‘a hole at the back 
of a puddling-furnace, beneath the chimney, at 
which the slags of the iron pass out of the furnace ; 
(0) the tap-hole of a melting furnace’ (Knight). 

_ 1839 Ure Dict. Arts 708 The excess of slag is allowed to 
run off by the chio or floss hole, 188x Raymonp A/ining: 
Gloss., Floss-hole, a tap-hole. 

Floss 4 (flgs). vave —1. [Of doubtful genuine- 
ness. Ger. flosz has this sense; perh. the title of 
The Mill on the Floss (where Floss is a proper 
name) led Carlyle to think that the word existed in 
the same form in Eng, Cf. Frousr] A stream. 

1868 Cartyite Fredk. Gt. V. xix. iv. 472 There is one 
dirty stream or floss (W7nexfliess, Hen-F loss) which wan- 
ders dismally through those recesses. 
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FLOSS SILK. 


Flossifica’tion, erroneously for FLORIFICATION. 

1828 WepsTer cites AZed. Repos. 

Floss silk. Also flox-,flosh-silk. [f.FLoss?, 
after F. soze floche.] a. The rough silk broken off 
in the winding of the cocoons. b. This rough silk 
carded like cotton or wool and used chiefly in the 
manufacture of common silk fabrics. e. Untwisted 
filaments of silk used in embroidery and crewel- 


work, 

1759 PuLtein in Phil. Trans. LI. 55 It was covered with 
some floss-silk. 1820 Scorr /vanhoe xiii, The flox-silk with 
which the billet was surrounded. a@1846 Lanpor /mag. 
Conv. Wks. 1846 II. 53 The truckle bed of Valour and 
Freedom is not wadded with flosh-silk. 1863 Ourpa //e/d 
in Bondage (1870) 89 Will you be kind enough to hold this 
skein of floss silk for me? 1884 J. Payne Vales fr. Avatic 
I. 17 He found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss- 
silk. 

attrib. 1847 Avs. Situ Chr. Tadpole v. (1879) 50 A bright 
blue stock, worked with floss silk sunflowers. 

Flossy (flpsi), a. [f. Fioss sd.2+-y1.]  Re- 
sembling floss or floss-silk; floss-like. 

1839 Battery Festus xx. (1848) 266 Flossy, tendrilled locks. 
1874 T. Harpy Madding Crowd I. xxviii. 306 A thick flossy 
carpet of moss. 1884 Daily News 10 Nov. 3/1 Chenille 
embroideries brightened by..the flossiest of silks. 

Flot! (flgt). Now only Sc. [repr. OE. */ot 
(in flotsmeru floating grease), ora. ON. flot (=Sw. 
flott), f. weak grade of root of Fixer v. Cf. Fio- 
TESSE.] ‘The scum of a pot of broth when it is 
boiling’ (Jamieson), 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. torr As a furnes ful of flot pat 
vpon fyr boyles. 

Flot? (filet). Mining. [? var. of Fioar sd, 
(sense 20a).] (See quot. 1881.) 

1747 Hooson A/iner’s Dict. 1j, Some of these Flots carry 
good Ore where never Vein was yet Discovered. 1881 
Daxyns in Nature No. 620. 473 The word ‘flot’ is a 
miner's term for ore lying between the beds, or at certain 
definite horizons in the strata. In text-books flots are 
generally called ‘ flats’ or ‘flattings ’. 

Flot, obs. form of Fioat, 

Flota (flowta). [a. Sp. flota fleet.] 

1. The name given to the Spanish fleet which used 
to cross the Atlantic and bring back to Spain the 
products of America and the West Indies. Also 
gen. 

1690 Cuitp Disc. Trade Pref. B. ivb, The arrival of 
the Spanish Flota. @1763 SHenstone Llegies xiv, What 
envy'd flota bore so fair a freight? 1796 Nrtson 28 
Sept. in Nicolas Disf. II. 284, I believe I can destroy their 
Flota. 

"| 2. ?erroneous use. A floating barrier (sce quot.), 

1777 Watson Philip I/, V1. xix. 180 For the greater 
security of..the work, a flota, one thousand two hundred 
feet long, was constructed of barks, bound together .. with 
.. beams pointed with iron, resembling a file of pikes. 

Flotage, Flotation, Flotative; see ILoar-. 

Flotant (flowtant), @. “Her. [ad. Fr. flottant, 
pres. pple. of flofter to float.] (See quot. 1828.) 

1610 Guitumm /feraldry 111. xxvi, (1611) 183 He beareth 
azure an Harpey with her wings disclosed her Haire 
flotant. 1828-40 Berry Lucycl. Her. 1, Flotant, a term 
used in blazon to express anything flying in the air, as 
a banner floatant, or displayed—it is likewise applicable to 
anything swimming. 1868 Cussans //er. vil. 105 ‘Tied.. 
with ribbon, the ends flotant. 

+ Flotch. Ods. rare. [Variant form of Friven.] 

1623 Frercuer & Rowtey Aaid of ATill 1. i, He shall 
be hang'd in flotches : The dogs shall eat him in Lent. 

+ Flote, sd.! Obs. Also 5-6 flot, 6 Sc. floit. 
[OE. flota wk. masc.=MDu. vlote, ON. flote: see 
Froat sb, In sense 2 ad. Sp. flota: see FLora.] 

1. A fleet or flotilla. 

O. E. Chron, ann. 975 Nees se flota swa rang. c¢ 1275 
Lay. 2155 Humber king and his flote..comen on Albanac 
his lond. 1375 Barsour Bruce ut. 6or He had na ner 
socouris Then the kingis flote. c1470 Henry I¥allace 
1x. 98 The lakest schip, that is his flot within. 1877 in 
Hakluyt Voy. (1599) 1. 296 The good ship named the 
Primerose, shalbe Admirall of this flote, 

=FLora fT. 

1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. 484 The Longha [in Sevil], where 
the Merchants meet about the affairs of the flote. 

+ Flote, 52.2 Obs. [a. OF. flofe fem., company 
of persons, multitude=Sp. flota, Pg. frota :—pop. 
L. type */otta, prob. f. Teut. */ot- weak grade of the 
root of *feutan FLEET v, in the sense ‘ to flow’. 

The Sp. and Pg. words also mean ‘ fleet of vessels’, and 
in this meaning are prob. adoptions of the Teut. word ap- 
pearing as ON. /lote, OE. ota wk. masc., f. the same root 
in the sense ‘to float’, ‘The mod. sense of F. /7o//e, fleet, 
is believed to have been adopted from Sp. in the 16th c.3 
the older sense is still current in certain phrases, but is 
popularly regarded as a transferred use. It. has /Zo/d, 
Jrotta, flotta in both senses, but their relation to the F, 
word is doubtful.] 

A company, troop; also, a herd (of cattle), a 
shoal (of fish). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 2444 (Cott.), O fee pai had a selly flot. 
1300 Havelok 738 pere he made a litel cote To him and 
to hise flote. 1375 Yoseph of Arim. 28 Joseph ferde bi- 
foren and pe flote folewede. ax400-s0 Alevander 770 
Aithire with a firs flote in be fild metis. 1513 Doucias 
/Eneis xu. Vv. 191 Italians hurlis on him in a flote, 1603 
Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor. 343 A great flote of dolphins. 
1647 N. Bacon //ist. Disc. Govt. Eng. 1. v. 17 The Goths, 
Vandals .. and other flotes of people that about these times 
+. were weary of their own dwellings, 
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+ Flote, v.! Ods. Also 7 float. [Of doubtful 
formation: either f. Fior sé.t or back formation 
from floten, FLOTTEN.] ¢rans. To skim; = FLEET 

9 
Uv.“ I. 

1573 Tusser /Zusb, xlix. (1878) 108 Gehezie his sicknes 
was whitish and drie, Such cheeses, good Cisley, ye floted 
too nie, 1669 Wor.ipcEe Syst. Agric. 270 Floating of a 
Cheese, is the separating the Whey from the Curd. 

+ Flote, v.2 Sc. Obs. Also 5 floyt(e, flot. 
[Conjectured to be a variant of FLurE v.] trans. 
? To trim with ‘fluting’. Hence Flo‘ting v7. sd. 
(used concr. and attr7b.). 

1473 in La. Treas. Acc. Scotl. 1. 16 To the sammyn jj. 
dowblatis ij4 elne of braid clath to flote thaim. 1474 /did. 
23 To by stufe and floting for the Kingis doublat. 1491 
Jbid. 188 Quhyt fustiane to floyt a dowblat of dwn sattin. 

Flote, Flote-grass, obs. ff. FLroat, FLoAT- 
GRASS, 

Floter, obs. form of FLUTTER. 

+Flotesse. Ovs. Also 5 flotyce, -yse, 6 
flotes, flattesse, flats. [Perh. the pl. of Fior sd.!, 
taken as sing. It may however represent an un- 
recorded F. derivative of /lo¢er to float.] Scum or 
grease floating on the surface of a liquid; esf. 
skimmed fat, dripping. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 168/1 Flotyse or flotyce of a pott or 
other lyke, sfrma. 1531 TINDALE Exp. 1 Yohn v. 21 
Doest thou make of God..one that had lust to smell to 
burnt flotesse? 1536 Letz. § Papers Hen. VIII, X. 175, 
4 stone of flattesse. 1548 Recorpe Urin. Physick v.18 Be- 
syde these is there often tymes [in the urine] as it were a 
flotes or fattyneson the topp. 1585 27d Pt. good Huswifes 
Lewell t2 Frie them with butter or flats, 

+ Flother, Os. vave—'. In 3 pi. flopre. [ef. 
OE. *fxdra pl. flakes of snow (cited by Junius). ] 
A flake (of snow). 

c1278 X/ Pains of Hell 74 in O. E. Misc. (1872) 149 Mo 
saulen poliep per sucche wowe Pane be flopre in be snowe. 

Flotilla (fotila). [a.Sp. fotzl/a, dim. of flota 
a fleet: see Fuora.] A small fleet; a fleet of 
boats or small vessels. 

1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4890/1-The Flotilla..was sail’d. 
1739 Let. in Descr. Windward Passage (ed. 2) 3 They 
commonly dispatch a few Ships into Europe, who. .carry an 
Account of what is on Board the Galleons and Flota. The 
Ships are stiled the Flotilla, 180r P. Somervitie in A. 
Duncan Welson (1806) 198 The enemy’s flotilla in the bay 
of Boulogne. 1826 H. N. Corertpce MWest Indies 125 
A flotilla of fishing or passage boats, 1858 CartyLe /vedk. 
Gt. (1865) II. vi. iii. 155 Sailing..in silken flotillas gayer 
than Cleopatra’s, down the Elbe. 

Flotsam (fly'tsim). Forms: 7 floatsam, -son, 
flotsan, -sen, -zan, 7-8 flotzam, 7, 9 flotsom(e, 
7-9 flotson, 9 flotsum, (dial.) floatsome, 8- 
flotsam. [ad. AF. /loteson (=mod.F. flottaison) 
:—late L. type */lottationem, £. *flottare, OF. floter 
to Froar.] 

1. Zaw. Such part of the wreckage of a ship or 
its cargo as is found floating on the surface of the 
sea. Usually associated with Juersam. 

[Liber Niger Admiralitatis cxxxvi. (1871) I. 82 Pippe de 
vin flotants, balles de marchandises ou autre chose quel- 
conque comme floteson.j] 1607 CoweLt /xzterx/r~, Flotsen 
alias (Flotzam). a 1688 tr. Dlache Bk. Admiralty (1871) 1. 
83 Pipe of wine floating, bales of goods, or any other thing 
whatsoever, as ffloatson. 1708 J, CHAMBERLAYNE S¢. GZ. 
Brit. 1. Ww. ix. (1743) 81 To the Lord High Admiral belongs 
..a Share of all lawful prizes, Lagon, Flotson, and Jetson. 
1814 Scorr Diary 11 Aug. in Lockhayt, ‘The goods and 
chattles of the inhabitants are all said to savour of Flotsome 
and Jetsome. 1853 Act 16-17 ict. c. 107. § 76 All Goods 
derelict, jetsam, flotsam, and wreck brought or coming into 
the United Kingdom. . F 

“b. ¢ransf. and fig. Sometimes used jocularly for 
‘odds and ends’, 

1861 Add VY. Round x June 235 Turkey buzzards were 
searching for flotson and jetson in the shape of dead Irish 
deck hands. 1884 R. Bucuanan in //arfer’s Alag. Sept. 
603/1 A mania for buying all sorts of flotsam and jetsam. 

2. dial, (See quot. 1804). 

1804 Duncums //ervefordsh. 1. 213 Floatsonze, timber, etc. 
accidentally carried down a river by a flood. 1890 in 
Gloucestersh. Gloss. 1894 Daily News 23 Nov.6/7 How far 
the water has gone down may be gathered from the flotsam 
caught in the willow boughs. 

3. Newly ejected oyster-spawn. 

1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 154/1 Floatsome. 1882 
Standard 18 Feb, 5/2 The spawn or ‘fletsom’ emitted from 
the bivalves. 

+ Flotte, #7. a. Obs. rare. 
Frore vt] Skimmed. 

1557 Tusser 100 Points Hush. xxii, Their milk pannes so 
flotte, that their cheeses be lost. 

Flotte, obs. form of FLoar sd, 


+ Flo‘tten, #//. a. Obs. Also floten. [pa. pple. 
of Leet v.! and 2.] 

1. Flooded with water. 

1601 Horrann Pliny I, xvi. xviii. 577 They were woont 
to cast their seed-corne upon the floten ground. 

2. Skimmed. /7ol//en milk: skim milk. 

1600 W. Vaucnan Direct. for ITealth (1633) 72 Browne- 
bread crummed into .. flotten milke. 1608 Armin Nesé 
Ninn. (1880) 48 Fed with the flottin milke of nicetie and 
wantonnesse. 1614 Markuam Cheap //usb. u. i. (1668) 71 
Bring them [Calves] up upon the finger, with flotten milk. 
1661 K. W. Char, Corxconibs (1860) 30 Flotten cheese. 1721 
in BatLey, 


[Cf. FLrorren and 





FLOUNCE. 


fig. 1632 Quarters Div. Fancies 1. xxviii. (1660) 60 We 
Fleet the Mornings for our own Design; Perchance the 
Flotten Afternoons are thine. < 

Flo'tter, v. Sc. [? freq. of FLoar v. Cf. Fiop- 
DER.] ¢vans. ‘To overflow, wet. Hence Flottered, 
Flottering, £f/. adjs. 

1513 Doucras xeis x1, i. 72 With flottyrit berd of teris 
all beweip. /ézd. x11. iv. 14 Chekis wait of flotterand teris 
greite. 1827 Vennanr Pafpistry Storm’d 23 ‘The flotter't 
table maist was steepit Wi’ claret-dubs. 

Flotter, obs. f. FLUTTER. 

Flouck, Floud(d(e, obs. ff. of FLUKE, FLoop., 

+ Flought, v. Ods. rave. [perh. a dial. word, 
f. OK. *flohta or ON. *flohte (Icel. fléttc) flight, 
f. root of FLEE v.] zztv. To flee, take refuge. 

1556 App. Parker Psalter cxxxix. 7 rom thee. . how can 
I fly : or whether shall I flought. 

Flought, var. form of FLocHT, 

Flouh, obs. pa. t. Fuay. 

Flouke, obs. form of FLUKE. 

Floum, var. form of Fium, river. 

Flounce (flauns), sé.! Also 6 flownse, 7 
flownee, [f. FLouncE v."] 

1. A sudden fling or jerk of the body or a limb; 
a plunging or flopping movement. 

1883 STANYHURST Aewe7s 1. (Arb.) 50 They [two serpents] 
doe frisk with flownse to the shoareward. 1802 M. Moore 
Lascelles W11, 36 The instrument was lodged in the shark’s 
body, which, after several dreadful flounces, sunk. 1810 'T. 
Jerrerson I/7it. (1830) 1V.144 A gripe of the paw, or flounce 
of the tail, may be our fortune. 1863 BARNes Dorset Gloss., 
Flounce, a flying stroke. 

b. A splash. 

1622 Masse tr. Aleman’s Guzman d Alf. 1. 793 The 
Mariner .. as soone as he heard the flownce of the fall, 
presently cryde out Hombre a la mar. 

2. A quick movement of the body, expressing 
impatience or disdain. 

1751 JoHNSOoN Rawbler No. 182 P12 He sometimes pre- 
sumed to mention Marriage; but was always answered with 
a Hoot, anda Flounce. 1878 Mrs. Stowe Poganuc P.i. 5 
Nabby turned her batch of dough over with a final flounce, 
as if to emphasize the statement. 

Flounce (flauns), sJ.42_ [Alteration of earlier 
}rouncs, prob. due to the influence of FLouncr v,! 

(The alleged AF. /7éunce, quoted in Skeat’s Hijux. Dict. 
(Suppl.), is a misprint for force bottom (of a basin).] 

. ‘An ornamental appendage to the skirt of a 
lady’s dress, consisting of a strip gathered and 
sewed on by its upper edge around the skirt, and 
left hanging and waving.’ (W.) 

1713 Swirt Cadenus § Vanessa45 From Fans,and Flounces, 
and Brocades. 1795S. Rocers Words Al7s, Siddons 59 The 
grey Dowager, in ancient flounces. 1862 Miss Brappon 
Lady Audley iii. 27 She was shaking out the flounces of 
the silk dresses, 

transf. 1799 J. Ropertson Agric. Perth 220 The tramp- 
ricks should also be .. well drawn all round close to the 
bottom. .not leaving the hay ina flounce at the skirts. 1891 
Bartnc-Goutp /z 7voubadour Land x. 130 Two limestone 
blocks fallen from the precipices above, lying on the flounce 
of rubble near the bottom of the promontory. 

2. JZ, The leather flap closing the holster-pipe. 

1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 106 Take off the right-hand 
glove, unbutton the flounce, and push forward the cloak [ete.]. 

Flounce (flauns), v.! Also6flounse, 7 flownce. 
[Agrees in sense and form with Norw. //awsa to 
hurry, work briskly, Sw. dial. /2sa to fall with a 
splash; but as the Scand. words are not knownearlier 
than the 18th c., and the Eng, word not till the 
16th c., historical connexion cannot be proved.] 

L. ¢utr. ‘To go with agitated, clumsy, or violent 
motion; to dash, flop, plunge, rush. Also with 
away, out, etc. 

1542 Uva Lrasm. Afpophth. 183 b, Alexander. .flounced 
me |e¢hic dative] into the floudde. 1639 Futter Holy 
War wu. xxviii. (1647) 80 He commanded them all at 
once to flownce into the river. 1736-7 Mrs. A. Gran- 
vite in Alrs. Delany's Life § Corr. 588 We flounced 
into great holes of ice and snow, enough to swallow up 
coach and horses. 1761 Mrs. Sueripan Sidney Bidulph 
II. 128 She flounced off the chair to the other end of the 
room. 1784 tr. Beckford’s Vathek (1868) 94 He flounced 
from the water likea carp. 1843 Pacret Ward. Berkingholt 
233 So saying, Mrs. Carraway flounced olf in a passion. 
1865 CartyLe /vedk. Gt. UX. xx. ix. 163 Upon which My 
Lady flounces out in a huff, 1876 T. Harvy Lthelberta 
xxxi, Picotee flounced away from him in indignation. 

Jig. 01734 Nortu Lives II. 365 He thereupon resolved to 
flounce through. 1760 Foorr AZ/ver 11, Wks. 1799 I. 260 One 
flower [of speech] founced involuntarily from me that day. 

To flowunce down; to flop down. 70 flownce 
over: to turn over abruptly. 

1786 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 25 Dec., 1.. escape by mere 
miracle from flouncing down plump in all their faces! 1852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxxvii, Tom flounced over, 
- -disarranging everything. 1855 THAcKERAY Wezcomes 11, 
299 Rosey’s Mamma flouncing down on a chair. 

2. intr. To make abrupt and jerky movements 
with the limbs or body; to throw the body about; 
to plunge, flounder, struggle. Also with about, up. 
Usually said of bulls, horses, or aquatic animals. 
70 flounce zt, said of a woman dancing, 

1609 Hottanp A maz, Marcell. xvi. xii. 77 After his horse 
had flounced & floundered with his heeles in the soft and 
clammiemud. 1642 J. Suute Savah § //agar(1649)109 When 
one hath struck a great fish, he plungeth and flounceth, 
1704 J. ‘rare Adbra-Mulé ut, 1. 1292 Whales .. Now 
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flounc’d and panted on the slimy Beach. c1710 C. Fiennes 
Diary (1888) 217 Giving him a good strap he fflounc’d 
up againe. 1728 Morcan A/evers II. iii. 252 Laughing 
.. to behold them [infants] flounce about and struggle for 
Life in the Water. 1779 Westry Ms, (1872) 1V. 163 One 
of them [his post-horses] began to kick and flounce, without 
any visible cause. 1841 Carin VV. Amer. [nd. (1844) I. xvii. 
120 ‘Trinkets, and ribbons, in which they flounce and flirt 
about. 1851 Mayne Rump Scalp Hunt. vii. 53 Some of 
them [women] flounced it in polka jackets. 

transf. and fig. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. x1. viii. § 14 
Waters long dammed up, oft-times flownce, and flie out too 
violently, when their sluces are pulled up. 1688 Bunyan 
Ferus. Sinner Saved (1886) 60 Wood that is green will rather 
smother .. and crack, and flounce, than cast a brave light 
and a pleasant heat. Zézd. 90 It [despair] will make a man 
.-flounce and fling like a wild bull in a net. 

3. +To express displeasure or ill-temper by 
agitated movements. Ods. Also Zo flounce into 
a temper. 

170z STEELE //uneral u. ii, "Tis in vain to flounce, and 
discompose your self. 1756 Foorr Lug. /r- Paris u. Wks. 
1799 I. 118 If you flounce, I fly. 1883 Long. Mag. July 
204 The little German gentleman flounced into a temper. 

+4. ¢rans. 'To dash or drive with violence; to 
fling with a flop or splash. Ods. 

1583 Stanynurst Aenezs 1. (Arb.) 38 What seas thee ter- 
ribil hither Haue flounst? 1714 Hearne Dect, Hist. (ed. 3) 
I. 184 At last it broke, and by the fall of large Pieces of it 
into the Abyss, flounc’d up the Water. 1719 A, Smiru 
Lives of Highwaymen V1, 321 He is flounc’d thence into 
the Sea. 1794 Mrs. Bennerr £d/ex II. 107 She flounced 
the door in his face. 

Flounce (flauns), v.2 
v.: cf. FLOUNCE 50.2] 

+1. trans. To curl, frizz, trim. | Ods. 

1672 WycHerLry Love in Wood i. iii, Let me Prune, and 
Flounce my Perruque a little. 

2. Toadorn ortrim with a flounce or with flounces ; 
also ¢ransf. 

71x Appison Sfect. No. 129 B 5 She was flounced and 
furbelowed from Head to Foot. 1737 Pore Let, in Style 
Lady Wks. 1824 VIII. 406 They have got into the. . fashion 
..of flouncing the petticoat so very deep, that it looks like 
an entire coat of lutestring. 1749 H. Watrore Left. (1857) 
II. 170 He has .. flounced himself with flowering shrubs. 
1814 Miss Mirrorp in L’Estrange £7/¢ (1870) I. 274 Striped 
muslin to flounce my gowns. 1818 Blackw. Alag. 111. 403 
It must take scores and scores of yards to flounce her, 1841 
D'Isragri Amen. Lit. (1867) 523 ‘Vhe tarnished piece was. 
drawn out of the theatrical wardrobe .. [and] flounced with 
new scenes. 1862 H. Marryar Vear in Sweden 1, 308 
Its basement flounced round with trees. 

absol, 1784 Bace Barham Downs 1,171 They could trim, 
flounce, and furbelow to admiration. 

Flounce (flauns), adv. [The vb. stem so used.] 
With a flounce; with a sudden jerk or flop. 

1583 StanynursT Aexezs u1.(Arb.) 89 Flounce to the stars 
towring thee fire, lyke a pellet, is hurled. 1604 AZeeting of 
Gallants 21 He fell flounce into the saddle. 1707 Farquuar 
Beaux’ Stratagent u.1 Wks, 1892 II. 260 He comes flounce 
into bed, 

Flounced (flaunst), AA/7. a. [f. Fiouncr z. 
+-ED+.] . Adorned or trimmed with a flounce or 
with flounces. 

1727 Swirt Baucis § Philemon Wks. 1755 III. u. 36 Her 
petticoat .. Became black sattin flounc’d with lace. 1862 
Miss YoncE Countess Kate ii. (1880) 13 They will do nothing 
all day long but try on flounced gowns. 

Flouncing (flawnsin), v/. 5b.! [f. Frounce 
v.t+-Incgl] The action of the vb. FLouncr. 

1601 Deacon & Wacker Axsw. to Darel 190 The gallant 
.. keepes a flouncing and frisking about. 1679-80 Sir C. 
Lyrretton in Hatton Corr. (1878) 213 What wt" yo flounsing 
of y® hors and my own endeavors I soone was free. 1727 
A. Hamitton Mew Acc. E, Ind. 11. xliv. 133 He turned 
Tail on us, and with great Flouncings, made towards the 
Shore. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. /ist, (1776) VI. 245 ‘To prevent 
his flouncing, they cut off the tail with an axe. 1874 
Brackie Sedf-Cu/t. 10 A little floundering and flouncing 
in deep bottomless seas of speculation. 

Flouncing (flaw nsiyn), v6/. 56.2 [f. Frounce 
v.2+-ING!.] a. The action of putting a flounce 
to a garment. b. concr. A flounce; also, the 
material of which flounces are made. 

1766 Gotpsm. Vic. IW’. iv, 1 do not know whether such 
flouncing and shredding is becoming even in the rich. 1865 
Mrs. Wuitney Gayworthys II. 53 The pink muslin was .. 
too dressy, perhaps, with its four little flouncings. 1873 — 
Other Girls v. 97 She tossed a long flouncing over her 
sewing-table, 

jig, 1891 Month UXXIII. 247 Vhose who merely dabble 
in good works may find time .. to deck themselves out in 
such flouncings of vanity. 

Flouncing (flawnsin), 447. a. [f. Frounce v. 
+-InG2.] That flounces : said chiefly of animals, 
esp. aquatic animals; plunging, tossing. 

1700 BLackmorE Fob 179 Canst thou stand angling on the 
banks of Nile .. And thro the flood the flouncing monster 
draw? 1708 Prior Epil. to Smith's Phedra & Hippol. 15 
Six flouncing Flanders mares, 1806-7 J. Beresrorp JZiseries 
Hum. Life (1826) vi, Hearing the roof of a crazy coach 
groan .. beneath the flouncing weights of a dozen pon- 
derous passengers. 1837 WHEELwriIGHT tr. Aristophanes I. 
330 Why beatest thou the sea with flouncing oars? 

Jig. 1830 Examiner 790/1 The heroine of this flouncing 
trumpery, yclept a tragedy, 

Flounder (flaundoz), sd.1 Also 5 floundre, 
flownder, -dre, flondyre, 7 flunder. [The 
phonology seems to show that the immediate source 
is AF, floundre (14th c., Black Bk. Admir. II. 


102) = OF. flondre (still current in Normandy) ; 


[Alteration of Frouncu 
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app. of Scandinavian origin: cf. ON. /ydra G— 
*lunprjon-), MSw., Sw., Norw. flundra, Da. flyn- 
dey; mod.Ger. has flunder, but this is given by Ges- 
ner in 16th ec. as only an Lxglish name (Kluge). 

The MHG., vilwoder of the same meaning is related by 
ablaut to Frarue, and cannot be directly connected with 
Jlounder; but the latter may possibly be from a nasalized 
form of the same root.] 

1. A small flat-fish, Pleuronectes Flesus. In the 
U.S. applied to various other species of flat-fish. 
Proy. As flat as a flounder. 

a1450 Fysshynge wyth au angle (1883) 30 The flounder is 
an holsom fisshe. 1513 Dk. Keruynge in Babees Bh. 282 
Base, flounders, sole. 1622 Peacuam Compl. Gentil. v. xxi. 
(1634) 254 The Eele and Flounder are two greedy Fish and 
bite at the redde worme. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. ist. (1776) VI. 
174 Fish .. that continually crawl at the bottom; such as 
the eel and the flounder. a@1845 Hoop 70 Tom Woodgate 
vi, Or are you where the flounders keep, Some dozen briny 
fathoms deep. 1856 Kane Arct. Lx fl. II. vii. 77 You came 
in upon four of us down as flat as flounders. 

2. Something resembling this fish. 
FLUKE 2. b. See quot. 1874. 

a. 1853 Coorer Sussex Gloss., Pounders, animals found 
in the livers of rotten sheep, called in Somerset, Zooks. S. 
1883 in //amipsh. Gloss. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 889/2 Plounder, a slicking- 
tool whose edge is used to stretch leather for a boot front in 
a blocking or crimping board. 1875 Uve’s Dict. Arts 11. 
roo After this, the fronts are regularly placed on a block, 
being forced into position by an instrument called the 
flounder, and tacked to their place. 

3. attrib, and Comb., as flounder-Sishery, flounder- 
like adj. Also flounder-lantern, a dial. name of 
the common flounder ; flounder-man, a hawker of 
flounders; flounder-mouth, a mouth like a 
flounder’s, a largemouth; whence /louzder-mouthed 
adj.; flounder’s-head (whale), a bottled-nosed 
whale. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 20 Sept. 2/1 The *flounder fishery is 
looking up again. 1630 Massincer Renegado wu. i, To 
firke your belly vp “flounder like. 1700 Concreve Way of 
World v. 77 Hawkers, with Voices more Licentious than 
the loud *Flounder-man’s, 1672-95 Brickmaker’s Lament. 
in Roxb, Ball. V1. 40 The cryer he bawl’d, And there with 
his *flounder-mouth loudly he yaul’d. 1663 CowLry Cutter 
of Colman St. wv. vi, She .. rails at me like a *Flounder- 
mouth’d Fish-woman. 1724 Mrs. M. Davys Reform’d 
Coquet (1752) 110 You great Flounder-mouth’d Sea-calf. 
1717 in S. Dale 7st. Harwich Tab. xiv, The Bottle-Head 
or *Flounders-Head-Whale. 

Flounder (flawndos), 50.2 [f. next vb.] The 
action of the vb, FLOUNDER. 

1867 F, Francis Angling xiv. (1880) 486 The fish gave one 
flounder, 1871 L. SrepHen Playgr. Eur, 1v. (1894) 105 
With a graceful flounder I was presently landed in safety 
upon a.. ledge, 1887 Sir R. H. Roserrs Jz the Shires ii. 
33 His horse .. after a severe flounder, regained his legs. 

Flounder (flawndor), v. Also 6-7 flunder. 
[Of obscure etymology. 

Perh, an onomatoparic blending of the sound and sense of 
various earlier words; cf. Founper v. (OF. /fondrer), 
Biunber, and the many vbs. with initial /7- expressing 
impetuous and clumsy movements. Wedgwood and Skeat 
compare Du. /odderen, to flounder in mire, to flop about : 
see the dialectal FLoppreR v., which may have affected the 
development of the present word.] 

1. zztr. In early use, to stumble (cf. FOUNDER @.). 
Subsequently, to struggle violently and clumsily ; 
to plunge, roll and tumble about in or as in mire; 
also (with ov, along, etc.), to move on with clumsy 
or rolling gait, to struggle along with difficulty. 
Of a horse: To rear, plunge; {to ‘shy’ (a¢ an 
object). ; 

1592 Wyritey Avmorie 101 My foot did slide and.. 
Flundring, almost flat on earth I go, a1625 FLETCHER 
Woman's Prize u. iti, If she flownder with you, Clap spurs 
on. 1687 Drypven //ind § P. 11. 301 He champs the bit .. 
And starts a-side, and flounders at the cross. 1735 SoMER- 
VILLE Chase ut. 135 Another in the treach’rous Bog Lies 
flound’ring. 1834 Mrpwin Azgler in Wales I. 291 He lost 
his balance, and man and fish lay. floundering together in 
the rapid. 1840 THackeray Paris Sk.-bk. (1872) 184 ‘You 
flounder in mud at’every step.’ 1861 HuGues Yom Brown 
at Oxf ii. (2889) 17 The four-oar floundered on ahead, 

quasi-/rais. 

1694 ConcrEve Double-Dealer w.v, You will but flounder 
yourself a-weary. 1816 CHALMERS Le?. in Life II. 66 With 
the risk of floundering its uncertain way through [etc.]. 

b. transf. and jig. 

1684 H. More Answer 299 The Remarker, in the very 
entrance, shuffles and flunders. 1728 Pore Duzc, 1. 120 
The Hero..wrote and flounder’d on in mere despair. 1807 
W. Invine Saldmag. (1824) 202 He dashed off toa ball, time 
enough to flounderthrough a Cotillion, 1822 Hazurr /ad/e- 
z. Ser. 11, v. (1869) 123 They flounder about between fustian 
in expression, and bathos in sentiment. 1865 CARLYLE 
Freak. Gt, VII. xvi. y. 178 The poor Prince’s mind did 
flounder a good deal. 

+2. trans. To cause to flounder: to confound, 
embarrass. Odés. 

1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1. ii. 74 He. .fell into Cocytus 
-. where floundred extreamly and uncouthly accoutred, yet 
he resolv’d to call for no helpe. 1685 H. More Paralip, 
Proph. 154 Those Interpreters. .flunder and confound all, 

+3. Zo flounder up: to choke up (a water- 
course). Obs. [Cf. FLODDER v.] 

1576 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 385 The 
streame behinde Oseney ys so floundred up that the water 


cannot passe .. The dyches.. are so floundred up wth flaggs 
and fylth. 
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+4. ztr. Of soil: To fall in. 
in same sense.] Ods. 

1774 G. Wuitr Selborne xx. (1789) 177 A soil .. much too 
loose and mouldering, liable to flounder, and threatening to 
overwhelm them [Sand-martins] and their labours. 

Hence Flou‘nderer, one who flounders. 

1836 Hor. Smirn 777 Trump. (1876) 345 Learn this ye 
flounderers in the traps Of insulated lines and scraps. 

Flounder-flat, v. zonce-wd. trans. To make 
‘as flat as a flounder’. 

1819 CoLerincE in Lit. Rew. (1836) Il. 119 Warburton 
could never have wooed by kisses and won, or he would not 
have flounder-flatted so just and humorous... an image 
into so profound a nihility, 

Floundering (flawndorin), v2 sd. Ef. 
FLouNDER v. + -ING!,] The action of the verb 
FLOUNDER; a plunging, struggling, or stumbling ; 
also fig. 

1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 351, I was .. in danger of .. 
having my Brains dash’d out with his Hoofs in his 
Floundering, 1868 Less. Mid. Age 202 A little floundering 
for words .. might add to the impression made by this 
speaker. 1883 19/2 Cent. Sept. 513 A floundering that 
may only plunge us deeper into the mire. 


Floundering (flaw ndorin), pA/. a. 


[Cf. OF. fondrer 


[f. as prec. 


+ -ING*.] That flounders; plunging and tossing ; 
stumbling. Also fig. 


1592 Nasu Pierce Penilesse Hijb, Report (which our 
moderners clippe flundring Fame). 1642 H. More Sovg of 
Soud 1. 1. xvi, Th’ unruly flundring steeds wrought his 
confusion. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. viii, The 
swollen current and floundering masses of ice. 1887 T. A. 
Trottore What I remember 1. xvii. 346 The postboys .. 
dismounted from their floundering horses. 1887 SainTsBURY 
Hist. Elizab, Lit, i. (1890) 12 There is nothing here of 
Wyatt’s floundering prosody. 

+Flou'nderkin. Ods. [Comic perversion of 
JLANDERKIN, after FLOUNDER 50.' or v.] A con- 
temptuous designation for a Dutchman. 

21668 Davenant News from Plymouth wu. Wks. (1673) 
13/z On our allegiance We must not suffer it, by your leave, 
Flounderkin, ézd, v. 29/1. 

Flour (flavor), sé. Forms: 3 flure, 5-6 floure, 
5-7 flowre, 5-8 flower, 4- flour. [A specific use 
of Flower; cf. F. flew de farine the ‘flower’ or 
finest part of the meal. 

Johnson 1755 does not separate the words, nor does he 
recognize the spelling Zou. But Cruden’s Concordance 
1738 recognizes the modern distinction. ] ; 

1. Originally, the ‘flower’ or finest quality of 
meal; hence, the finer portion of meal (whether 
from wheat or other grain) which is separated by 
bolting. Also, in modern use, the ordinary name 
for the meal or farina of wheat as opposed to that 
obtained from other grain. 

c1250 Gen. & Ex. 1013 Kalues fleis, and flures bred, And 
buttere. 1340 Ayevzd. 210 Zuych difference ase per is .. 
be-tuene bren and flour of huete. c1400 Lan/ranc’s Cirurg. 
46 Take mel roset..smal flour of barly & medle hem 
togidere. c1420 Liber Cocorun (1862) r4 Floure of ryce pou 
grynd also. c1440 Promp. Parv. 168/t Flowre of mele, 
Sarina, simila. 1533 Evyor Cast. Helthe i. xi. (1541) 28 b, 
Breade of fyne flowre of wheate .. is slowe of digestion. 
1691 Tryon Wisd. Dictates 21 Milk, Water, and Flower, 
seasoned with Salt ..are rare Foods for them [Children]. 
1769 Mrs. Rarratp Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 259 Rub a little 
of the butter into the flour. 1809 Pinkney 7vav. france 8 
In a long voyage .. flower will not keep. 1846 in Baxter 
Libr, Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) II. 3 When perfectly ripe and 
ground into flour, it [Indian corn] is said [etc.]. 1872 YEATS 
Lechn. Hist. Comm. 36 The art of obtaining flour from corn 
.. was known to the Egyptians. 

b. as type of whiteness. 

1375 Barsour Bruce vu. 232 Hawbrekis, that war quhit 
as flour. a1440 Str Eglam. 949 Kepe we thys lady whyte 
as flowre. 

+e. In figurative phrase: Zo bolt all the flour: 
to inyestigate a matter thoroughly. Ods. 

1590 SPENSER J’, Q. u. iv. 24 He now had boulted all the 
floure. 

2. By extension. a. The fine soft powder ob- 
tained by grinding or triturating seeds, farinaceous 
roots, or other alimentary substances. b. Any 


finely-powdered dry substance. 

a. 1660 F. Brooke Ze Blanc’s Trav. 399 They make 
flower also of fish dryed in the Sun. 1836 Macocitiivray tr. 
Humboldt’s Trav. xxv. 378 The valuable plant Jatropha, 
of which the root..affords the flour of manioc, 1855 OGILVIE 
Suppl. Llour-of-mustard, the seeds of mustard, dried, pow- 
dered, and sifted. 1879 Eycycl. Brit, UX. 348/2 Dusting 
them [artificial flowers] with fine powdered glass or potato 
flour to represent the bloom, 1889 Cet. Dict. s. v. flour, 
Flour of meat, a fine flour made of dried meat. 

b. cx1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 99 Flour of bras brent. 
1670 W. Crarkxe Nat. Hist. Nitre 88 If it [gunpowder] 
should be in flour, or fine powder. 1880 W. H. WARDELL 
in Encycl. Brit. X1. 323 The crystallized saltpetre, having 
almost the appearance of snow, and technically called 
‘flour, is raked into the ‘washing-cistern.’ 1894 Watzov 
(N. Y.) 22 Mar. 209/3 The sulphur found in other parts of 
Italy .. is.. sold in ‘flour,’ in ‘rolls,’ or in ‘cakes.’ 

8. attrib. and Comb., as flour-barrel, -dredge, 
-dredger, -grinder, -mill, -milling, -packer, -paste, 
-sack ; flour-like adj. 3 

1809 W. Irvine Anickerd. (1850) vi. iti, 194 A cooper 
hooping a *flour-barrel. 1858 Simmonns Dict. Trade, 
*Flour-dredge, a tin for sprinkling flour. 1828 James 
Richeliew xxxvii, Those dusty jackets, which have been 
the insignia of *flour-grinders from all generations, 1863 
A. B. Grosarr SwalZ Sins (ed. 2) 84 You inevitably 
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brush off its powdery *flour-like dust. 1809 KENDALL Trav. 
Il. lii. 213 Rivers..upon which are fulling, *flower and saw 
mills. 1825 J. Nicno.tson Oferat. Mechanic 142 We have 
given a section of a double *flour-mill. 1888 Bryce Amer, 
Comm, ILI. vi. exiv. 643 Minneapolis .. has become .. the 
greatest *flour-milling centre in America. 1806 Sorting 
Mag. XXVIII. 212 Luting the interstices of the lid with 
*flour-paste. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *l'lour-sack, a 
coarse bag for flour. 

4. Special comb., as flour-ball, a ball of flour ; 
also a kind of potato which resembles a ball of 
flour when boiled; flour-beetle, a beetle which 
feeds on and is very destructive to flour (see quot.) ; 
flour-bolt, -bolter, a flour-sieve; flour-box, a tin 
box for dredging flour; flour-bread, wheaten 
bread ; flour-cake dza/. (see quot.) ; flour-dresser 
(see quot.) ; flour-emery, emery reduced to a fine 
powder ; flour-factor (see quot. 1858); flour-gold 
(see quot.); flour-meat dal, food made with 
flour; flour-mite, one of several mites or acarids 
which are found in flour; flour-moth, a moth 
which feeds on flour, esp. Pyralis farinalis. 

1877 W. Jones Vinger-ring Lore 438 A wealthy German 
farmer..was making *flour-balls in 1871 for his cattle. 1877 
N. W. Linc. Gloss., Flour-balls, a kind of potato, 1888 
Pow es tr. Aick’s Flour Manuf. ix. 248 The *flour beetle 
(Tenebrio molitor) belongs to the family of AZedanosomata, 
[and] is of a pitch black or brown colour. 1874 KnicuT 
Dict. Mech. 1. 889/2 *F lour-bolt, 1888 Pow tes tr. Kich’s 
Flour Manuf. vi. 177 The *flour bolter in the old mills .. 
was made of an open woven woollen cloth called bolting 
cloth. 1721 Bawtey Dredger, A *Flower Box. 17.. 
Rose 0 Malindie O’ iv. in Child Ballads 1. No. 20 (1882) 
224/t Waur ye but mine, I wald feed ye wi *flour-bread an 
wine. 1840 R. Bremner Excurs, Denmark, §c. U1, 233 The 
many kinds of flour-bread. 1884 Chesh. Gloss., *Flour-cakes, 
a..cake..made from a small piece of ordinary bread dough 
rolled to the size of a plate, and about an inch thick, and 
then baked on both sides. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, 
*Flour-dresser, a cylinder for dressing flour, instead of 
passing it through bolting cloths, 1888 Powtes tr, A7ck’s 
Llour Manuf. vi. 176 The sieve is stretched on an inclined 
cylinder furnished with brushes on a spindle revolving 
inside..This variety is called the ‘flour dresser’, or wire 
and brush machine. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch § Clockm. 
ror “Flour Emery..used for smooth burnishers. 1815 Gev. 
fist. in Ann, Reg. 53/2 They were chiefly mealmen and 
“flour factors. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Flour-factor, 
an agent for millers; one who sells flour to bakers. 1869 
R. B, Smytu Goldfields Victoria 611 *Flour-gold, the finest 
alluvial drift-gold. 1707 Froyrer Physic. Pulse-Watch 83 
*Flower-meats, and cool Herbs, stop the Pulse. 1876 
Whitby Gloss., Flour-meat, bread food; pastry. 1893 7 ves 
15 May 7/t The ravages of the *flour moth, and the damage 
it was doing in English mills. 

Flour (flaue1), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. “rans. To sprinkle with flour. 
To powder (a wig). 

1651-7 ‘I. Barker Art of Angling (1820) 14 Your fish 
being cut on the side and floured. 1725 Brapiey Jazz. 
Dict., Sheeps-tongues .. after they have been flower’d and 
fry'd .. may be soaked by degrees with Truffles and Mush- 
rooms. 1732 E. Forrest Hogarth’s Tour 5 We shaved, 
and had our wigs flowered. 1750 E. Smivn Compl. Housew. 
(ed. 14) 178 Flour some sheets of tin, and drop your biskets 

-and put them into the oven. 1887 Besanr The World 
went xxvi, 200 It was... one of the ’prentices flouring the 
Vicar’s wig for Sunday, 

U.S, To grind (grain) into flour. 

1828 Wesster s.v., Great quantities ofgit [wheat] are 
floured in the interior countries. 1839 Bartirrr Dict. 
Amer. 156 The mill can flour two hundred barrels a day. 

3. zntr. Mining. Of mercury: To break up into 
dull particles coated with some sulphide and in- 
capable of coalescing with other metals. Cf. 
FLounine vd/. sb. 

1882 A. G. Locke Gold 21 The mercury employed for 
amalgamation .. sickens or ‘flours’ when ground up with 
pyritous rocks. 

Flour, obs. form of Ftowrr. 

+Flour-dammes. Ols. rare—'. [f. OF. 
flour FLOWER + damas (explained by Godefroy as 
the auricula.] Some flower. 

1513 Douctas Afneis xu. Prol. 118 Flour-dammes, and 
columby blank and blew. 

Flour-de-lice, -lis, -luce, -lyce, -lys(e, obs. 
ff, FLEUR-DE-LIS, 

Floured (flaueid), 7. a. 
+ -ED.] 

1. Sprinkled or covered with flour. 

1814 Six R. Witson Diary II, 328 We are too old mice to 
be caught by a floured cat. 1849 Sidonia Sore. I. 225 
A miller. ;was belabouring him stoutly with his floured fists. 
1873 Miss BrouGuton Nancy ILI. 184 Looking at me. .from 
the highest summit of my floured head, to the point of my 
buckled shoes. 

2. (See quot.) 

1881 RaymMonp A/ining Gloss., Floured, the finely granu- 
Jated condition of quicksilver, produced to a greater or less 
extent by its agitation during the amalgamation process.* 

+Floure jonett. Ods.—' [ad. OF. four (Fr. 
Jleur) flower and OF. jaulnette (Cotgr.), f. jaulne 

(Fr. gadne) yellow.] ? The great St. John’s wort. 

1423 Jas. I. Avugis Q. xlvii, The plumys eke like to the 
floure-Ionettis, 

+ Flouren (flauerén), a. Obs. [f. FLour sd. + 
-EN 4.] Made of flour. 

a 1300 Land Cokayne 57 in E. E. P. (1862) 157 Fluren 
cakes bep pe scingles alle, Of. . cloister, boure, and halle. 

Flouret, -ette, obs. ff. FLowERE?. 


Also transf. 


[f Frour sd. or v. 
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Flouring (flauerin), v1. sé. 
+ -InG1, 

1. U.S, The action or process of grinding grain 
into flour: also adérib. in flouring-mill , a mill 
for making flour, usually on a large scale; dis- 
tinguished from grist-mill’ (Cezt. Dzct.). 

1855 Crarke Dict., /louring, flour business. 1859 Bart- 
Letr Dict, Amer. 156 Flouring-Mill, a grist-mill. 1888 
Amer, Anthropologist Oct. I. No, 4. 307 The way from the 
mealing-stone to the flouring-mill is Jong, 

2. (See quot. 1869.) 

1869 R. B. Smyvtu Goldfields Victoria 611 ‘Flouring’ is the 
forming of the mercury into small particles by the action of 
the reducing-machine and the subsequent coating of each 
particle by some sulphide, whereby the power of the 
particles to re-unite and to amalgamate with gold is lost. 
1882 A. G. Locke Gold 21 ‘The greater part of the flouring 
or sickening of the mercury used is due to the action of 
sulphate of iron. 


Flourish (flvrif), sd. Forms: 6 florishe, 
(Sc. flureise, -ss, fleureis, flurish), 6-7 florish, 
7 floorish, 7-8 flowrish, 6- flourish. [f. next vb.] 

1, The blossom or mass of flowers on a fruit-tree. 
Also occas. in f/. Only Se. and xorth dial. 


azso00 Cokelbie Sow Proem. 42 A fair flureiss fadit in 
afalty tre. 1548 Compl. Scot. vi. 38 The borial blastis .. 
hed chaissit the fragrant flureise of euyrie frute tree far 
athourt the feildis. @1605 Montcomerir AZisc. Poenis xvii. 
58 Beuties freshest florish. 1635 RuTHERFORD Lefé, 22 Apr., 
There shall be fair white flourishes again, with most 
pleasant fruits, 1868 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss., Flourish, 
the blossom on fruit-trees, 1892 Boyp 25 Years St. 
Andrews 11, xxi. 139 Finding some very fine ‘ flourish’ in 
a dirty back-court. 

tb. pl. =flowers (see FLOWER sd. 2 b). 

1605 Sy_vesteR Dz Bartas 1. ili. Lawe 85 Childe-great 
Women, or green Maydes (that misse ‘Their ‘Termes 
appointed for their flourishes). 

+2. The state or condition of being in blossom, 
blossoming. Of vegetation: Luxuriant growth, 
luxuriance, greenness. Ods. 

1594 J. Dickenson Avisbas (1878) 75 The roote whose 
moisture fed their flourish. 1619 Z. Boyp Batv/ell Soul 
(1629) 1101 The tree is first seene in the budde and then in 
the flourish, and after in the frute. 1719 De For Crusoe 
I. 117 A constant Verdure, or Flourish of Spring. 1801 
Sournry 7halaba vin. xvii, In the flourish of its [vine’s] 
outwardness Wasting the sap and strength. 1818 Scorr 
Hrt. Midd. xxxi, Fruit-trees, so many of which were at this 
time in flourish. 

b. fig. Prosperity, vigour; the ‘bloom’ (of 
youth). Also, the highest degree of prosperity ; 
perfection, prime. Now rare. 

1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 38 Vo be howld..wycked men 
to have the fayrest shew and greatest florishe. 1612 Brere- 
woop Lang. § Relig. iii. 20 The Romans had generally (at 
least .. in the flourish of the empire) great care to enlarge 
their tongue. 1665 Life Larl Essex in Select. Llarl. Mise. 
(1793) 157 The earl of Essex was then in the flourish of his 
youth. 1709 Hearne Collect. 27 Aug., The Foundation & 
Increase & Flourish of [the University]. 1826 Scorr Woodst. 
xi, Vhe flourish of his powerful relative’s fortunes had burst 
forth in the finery of his dress. 1848 THackeray Bk. Snobs 
iv, The Court Circular remains in full flourish. 

+3. Ostentatious embellishment ; gloss, varnish. 

1588 Suaks. L. LZ. L. wv. iii. 238 Lend me the flourish of 
all gentle tongues. ¢ 1600 — Sonn, 1x, Time doth transfixe 
the florish set on youth. c¢163z2 CrasHaw Epitaph Mr. 
Herrys, Vhe flourish of his sober youth, Was the pride of 
naked truth. 

+4, A florid decoration ; a piece of scroll-work, 
tracery, or the like. Ods. 

1698 Phil. Trans. XIX. 154 An Octagonal Tower .. 
beautified on the out-side with Florishes. 1721 Bamtry, A 
flourish [in Architecture] is a Flower Work. 1764 HArMER 
Observ. ut. iv. 134 Cracknells are full of holes, being formed 
into a kind of flourish of lattice-work. 

Jig. 1675 TRAHERNE Chr. Ethics xxviii. 443 Mistake not 
these things for arbitrary flourishes of luxuriant fancy. 

b. In Penmanship, a decoration about a letter 
or writing, consisting of flowing curves executed 
with a sweep of the pen. , 

1652 H. More Antid, Ath. 1. vi, 68 They were intended 
onley for ludicrous ornaments of Nature, like the flourishes 
about a great letter that signify nothing. 1758 J. Blake 
Plan Mar. Syst. 8 Inthe middle of this sheet. .let a flourish 
be printed, so that the sheet may be cut in two, indentwise. 
1831 Lams Lef. to Dyer (1888) II. 268 By your flourishes, 
I should think you never learned to. . flourish the governors’ 
names in the writing-school. 1861 Sata Dutch Pict. 2 An 
original Rembrandt (with a flourish to the R). 

5. Literary or rhetorical embellishment; am- 
bitious copiousness or amplification ; parade of fine 
words or phrases ; a florid expression. 

1603 Hoitann Plutarch’s Mor. 74 By a flourish of fine 
words, they devise shifts [and] evasions, 1673 7ywe IWor- 
ship God 56 Those pleasing Varieties and Flourishes in 
Pulpit Harangues, 1708 BerkeLey Comsmonpl. Bk. Wks. 
1871 IV. 492, Labstain from all flourish and powers of words 
and figures. 1823 Scorr Peveril xlvi, He commenced with 
a flourish about his sufferings for the Plot. 1867 Freeman 
Norm. Cong. (1876) I. App. 542 These unusual phrases are 
clearly mere flourishes, 

+b. A boast, brag. Obs. 

1586 A. Day Eng. Secretary u. (1625) 44 All your.. 
flourish made of your company, their reputation, your 
civilitie. 1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), /lourish..a Vaunt, 
Boast, or Brag. 

6. An ostentatious waving about of a weapon or 
anything else held in the hand; a showy movement 


of the body or limbs. 


[f. Fiour vz. 











FLOURISH. 


1601 Cornwattyes Zss. xii, Like seeming Fencers wee 
are meeter for a flourish, thendefence. 1713 STEELE Guar- 
dian No. 502 Before he applied his weapon to my chin, he 
gave me a flourish with it. 1737 Bracken Larriery Impr. 
(1757) II. 167 It would splint him ..if the Rider were to 
make his Flourishes upon his Back like a Rope-dancer. 
1840 F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. \. 142 A few..musicians 
embellish their performance with a flourish of the fingers. 
1859 Dickens 7. Zwo Cities 1. v, ‘The three customers 
pulled off their hats to Madame Defarge, with three 
flourishes. 

Jig. 19777 A. Hamitton IWhs. (1886) VIL. 510 Their flour- 
ishes in the Jerseys, I believe, cannot have cost them less 
than six or seven hundred men. 

b. esf. A graceful brandishing of the weapon by 
way of salute or display at the beginning of a 
fencing match. ‘+ Hence fig. a prolusion, orna- 
mental preamble; a piece of compliment or dis- 


play preliminary to serious business or discussion. 
(Ghai) 

1552 Hutoer, Florysh, proludinm, 1571 Gotpinc Calvin 
on Ps, xviii. 44 That was but a florish of the sovereintie 
promised to Christ. 1593 R. Harvey Philad. 2 This is 
your florish, to no purpose, then to shew reading. a@ 1626 
Bacon £Ess., Fame (Arb.) 579 This is a flourish: ‘There 
follow excellent Parables. 1826 Scorr Woodst. xxviii, Ere 
they had done more than salute each other, with the usual 
courteous flourish of their weapons. 

7. Alusic. a. A fanfare (of horns, trumpets, etc. , 
esp. to announce the approach of a person of dis- 
tinction. 

1594 Suaxs, Rich, ///, wv. iv. 148 A flourish, Trumpets ! 
strike Alarum, Drummes! 1609 Hreywoop Lwucrece v. 1, 
A flourish with drums and trumpets. 1712 Puitirs L7s- 
tressed Mother w. i, A flourish of trumpets. 1788 CLARA 
Reeve £zles Il. 127 Two trumpeters. . blew a flourish, and 
the herald gave hischallenge. 1813 Anz. Reg. 52 Vhe Duke 
of York gave the toast; it was announced from the head of 
the table by a flourish of trumpets. 1814 Scorr Wav. xlv, 
When Waverley reached that part of the column which was 
filled by the clan of Mac-Ivor, they .. received him with 
a triumphant flourish upon the bagpipes. 1868 Regd. 
§ Ord, Army ® 58 In corps not having a band, the bugles 
or trumpets will sound the flourish. 

Jig. 1884 J. A. H. Murray 13th Presid. Addr. in Trans. 
Philol. Soc. 516 Friends, who..send.. with a flourish of 
trumpets to Notes and Queries. : 

b. A florid passage; a florid style of com- 
position; a decorative addition introduced by 
player or singer. Also, ‘the execution of profuse 
but unmeaning ornamentation in music’ (Stainer 
and Barrett). 

1646 Crasnaw Poems, Musich’s Duell 137 The Lute’s 
light Genius now does proudly rise, Heav’d on the surges of 
swolne Rapsodyes. Whose flourish, (Meteor-tike) doth 
curle the aire With flash of high-borne fancyes. 1724 
Ramsay Tea-t. AZisc. (1733) 1. p. v, Such are not judges 
of the fine flowrishes of new musick imported from Italy. 1823 
Crass Technol. Dict., Flourish ..the decorative notes 
which a singer, or instrumental performer, adds sometimes 
to a passage. 

ec. A short extemporized sequence of notes 
sounded as a prelude at the beginning of a piece ef 
music. Cf. 6b. 

1706 A, Breprorp Temple ALus. ix. 191 Each Side might 
begin with a different Flourish. 1876 Strainer & Barrer 
Dict. Mus. Terms, Flourish ..'Vhe preparatory cadenza 
for ‘tuning the voice’, in which singers formerly indulged 
just before commencing their song. 

transf. 1850 W. Irvinc Knickerd. wv. ii. 117 He preluded 
his address by a sonorous blast of the nose; a preliminary 
flourish much in vogue among public orators. 

Flourish (flwrif),v. 7a. ¢, and pple. flourish- 
ed. Forms; 3-4 floris(e, (4 floryse, fluris), 4 
florisse, 4-5 florysse, floresshe, florische, (4 
flurshe, fluri(s)che, flors(c)he, 5 floresche, 
florche), 4-6 florisshe, -yssh(e, 4-7 florish(e, 
(6 floorish), 5-6 florys(c)h(e, 6 Sc. flures, -eis, 
-is, flwreis, 4-6 flourishe, (4 flouresshe), 5-6 
flourysshe, (5 flowrysche, 6 flourys(e)h, 7 
flowrish), 4~flourish. [a. OF. foriss- lengthened 
stem of florir (mod.F. fleurir) = Pr. florir, Ut. 
forire :—vulgar L. type *florire, £. flor-, los, flower. 
The intr. senses represent those of L. /oréve, which 
like many other vbs. in -éve passed into the -ive 
conjugation in Romanic. ] 

I. intr. To blossom, thrive. 

+1. Of a plant or tree: To blossom, flower. Ods. 

a1300 Cursor A. 21701 (Gétt.) Par florist ane [wand] als 
3e haue herd. c1386 Cuaucer Pars. 7. ® 43 To smelle the 
sote savour of the vyne whanne it florissheth. 1485 CAxToN 

Chas. Gt. 36 'The crowne began to florysshe & a meruayllous 
swete odour yssued out of the floures. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 
i. xx. 170 It beginneth to floure at the toppe of the 
stalke, and so goeth florishing downewarde. 

b. To throw out leaves and shoots; to shoot 
forth; to grow vigorously and luxuriantly. Now 
only with mixture of sense 4. 

1303 R. Brunne andl. Synne go5 Here vynys florshede 
feyre and weyl. 1382 Wyciir Ezek. xvii. 24 Y made the 
drye tree for to florisshe. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's 
Hush. 1. (1586) 25 b, In hotte Sonntag later, least they 
shoulde florishe before the Winter, and be .. blasted. aed 
Broome Seat of War in Flanders 157 Poems 76 Pallas 
with her Javelin smote the Ground, And peaceful Olives 
flourish’d from the Wound. 1784 Cowrer Task ul. 571 
The spiry myrtle with unwithering leaf Shines there and 
flourishes. 1877 HuxLey Physiogr. xiii. 212 As these trees 


do not grow in water, it is evident that the land on which 
they flourished has been depressed. 


FLOURISH. 


ce. fig. 1340 Hamrote Pr. Consc. 725 Arely a man passes 
als pe gres, He floresshe and passes away. 1470-85 MALory 
Arthur xvi. xxv, Euery lusty herte that is in ony maner 
a louer spryngeth and floryssheth in lusty dedes. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf.\W. de W. 1531) 74 Flourysshe the forenoone 
neuer so fresshe, at the last commeth the euentyde. @1586 
Satir. Poems Reform. xxxvii. 68 Bakbyttaris. .flwreis sone, 
but forder fructe pai faill. 316zz Bis_te /sa. xvi. 14 Your 
bones shall flourish like an herbe. 

2. gen. To thrive. a. Of persons: To prosper, 
do well. 

1340 Hamrote Psalter Cant. 518 Whare ere bai now all 
bicumyn bat florysst in bis warlde? 1572 Forrest Theophilus 
697 in Axglia VII, Florishinge more then anye queene 
heere. 1670 R. Coke Disc. 7yade 60 We flourish in the 
French Trade. 1704 Netson Compan. Festiv. & Fasts 
xxiv. 255 Bad Men as frequently prosper and flourish. 
1833 Hr. Martineau Brooke Farm iii. 31 Men who were 
starving on land of their own, are now flourishing on the 
wages I give them, 1874 L. Srepnen //ours in Libr. 
(1892) I. vi. 233 ‘Tartufe .. flourishes and thrives. 

b. Of things (e.g. art, science, an institution) : 
To attain full development; to be prosperous or 
successful, be in vogue; to have many followers 
or patrons. 

exg400 Rom. Rose 6233 Men may in seculer clothes see 
Florisshen holy religioun, 1504 Arkynson tr. De Ieitatione 
I. xvili, 166 The holy sayntes. .in whom florysshed the per- 
feccyon of all relygyon. 1571 Diccrs Pantom., Mfath. 
Disc. Pref. ‘Ij, Where such sciences firste tooke their 
originall, and in what languages and countreys they chieflye 
florished. 1649 Br. Reynotvs Hosea v. 47 The way for 
the church to prosper and florish. 1754 SHeRtock D7sc. 
(1759) I. iv.144 When Science flourished in the East. 1885 
Law Times LUXXIX. 130/t The poor law system .. has 
flourished for over three centuries. 

+3. To thrive, display vigour zi, of, with (some- 
thing specified); also, to abound 77, overflow 
with. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 21222 (Cott.) Barnabas .. In vertuz 
florisand sa fele. c¢ 1380 Wyciir Sev. Sel. Wks. I. 96 Men 
pat shulden florishe in vertues. 1530 Lynprsay Vest. Pa- 
pyugo 795 Those dayis quhen so thay [the Prelatis] flurisit 
infame. 1559 W. CUNNINGHAM Cosmogr. Glasse 175 Cam- 
bridge, a Universitie florishing with al kind of good letters. 
1628 Hospes 7hucyd. (1822): They flourished ..in all man- 
ner of provision. 1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc's Trav. 
Ded. Aij, An age that flourishes with Pens, and Criticks. 
1726 Leoni Alberti’s Archit. 11. 4/1 Greece .. flourishing 
in excellent geniusses. 

4. To be at the height of fame or excellence ; to 
be in one’s bloom or prime. Also in weaker sense, 
used in pa. t. of a person to indicate that his life 
and activity belong to a specified period (cf. 
FLORvITr). 

1387 Trevisa /Yigdex (Rolls) LV. 173 In his tyme Plautus 
Latinus..florischep at Rome. 1550 Veron Godly Sayings 
A ij, Origene. .did florysshe in the yere of our Jorde ce.1xi. 
1661 Bramnare Just |’ind.i. 3 His most renowned Ances- 
tours. .flourished whilest Popery was in its Zenith. 1700 
Dryven Pref. Lables (Globe) 494 Spenser and Fairfax both 
flourished in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 1820 W. Irvine 
Sketch Bk, 1.189 James flourished nearly about the time of 
Chaucer and Gower. 1855 Tennyson rook 11 In our 
schoolbooks we say, Of those that held their heads above 
the crowd, ‘They flourish’d then or then. 

II. To adorn. 

+5. trans. To adorn with flowers or verdure ; to 
cause to bloom or thrive. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 16860 (Cott.) Pe rode it was wit leif and 
bare florist ful selcuthli. 1375 Barpour Bruce xvi. 69 
Feldis florist ar with flowris. c1430 Lypc. A/in. Poems 
(Percy Soc.) 78 God .. Hath florisshed the erthe on every 
side. .Withe grete habundaunce of vyridite. 1500-20 DuNBAR 
Poems x\vi. 21 Fresche Flora hes flurest every spray. 1716 
Fenton Ode to Lid. Gower Poems (1717) 219 With shadowy 
verdure flourish’d high, A sudden youth the Groves enjoy. 

Jig. 1470-85 Matory Arthur xvi. xxv, Lete euery man 
of worship florysshe his herte in this world. c1614 J. Davies 
Scourge of Lolly To Earle Pembrooke, Wks. (Grosart) 52/1 
But when the sonne of fauor shines on mee My May may 
then haue Might to flourish thee. 

+b. Cookery. To ornament, garnish (a dish). 

2¢1390 Horm of Cury in Warmer Antig. Culin. 13 Take 

brede .. Florish it with white coliandre in confyt. c 1430 
Two Cookery-bks. %. 30 Florche it a-bouyn with Pome- 
garned. 1gs02 ArnoLpE Chron. (1811) 239 Storke roosted, 
pecoke florisshed, carpe in soppis. 

+6. gex. To adorn, decorate, embellish, orna- 
ment. Also with oz, over, up. Obs. 

¢ 1325 Coer de L. 1842 Six stages ful of towrelles, Wel 
flourished with cornelles. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 771 Hys 
feete ware floreschede alle in fyne sabylle. 1489-99 /sc7r/- 
tion Holloway Chapel, Widcome, nr. Bath in Wood Life 
(O. H.S.) If. 409 Thys chapill floryschyd with formosyte 
spectabyll .. prior Cantlow had edyfyd.  xr58x Perrier 
Guazzo's Civ. Cond, 11, (1586) 125 ‘Those which florish up 
themselves by arte. 1590 Greene ever foo late Wks. 
(Grosart) VIII. 194 Her face full of chast colours: such as 
florish out the fronts of Dianas virgins, 1608 ‘TorsmLy 
Serpents 738 Their skin seemeth to be flourished with 
certain pictures. 31611 Coryar Crudities 145 Sixe very 
precious sockets .. flowrished ouer with a triple gilting. 
a31716 Soutu Sev. (1744) X. 56 This would make him 
begin to..try the foundation before he flourished the super- 
structure, 

Jig. 1377 Lancu. P. PZ. B. xiv. 294 Pe fierthe [pouerte] is 
a fortune pat florissheth pe soule Wyth sobrete fram al 
synne. 1587 FLemine Contx. Holinshed 111. 1323/1 Deceipt 
[sheweth] finest when he is cunninglie florished. 1603 
Suaxs. Meas. for M. w.i. 75 The Iustice of your title to 
him Doth flourish the deceit. Fy! 

b. To embellish or ornament (a book, writing, 


etc.) with ‘flourishes’ (see FLouRISH sd. 4 b). 
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+ In early use also: To illuminate; to adorn with 
colour or decorative designs of any kind. Ods. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 167/2 Floryschen bokys, foro. 1573 
Art of Limning 5 With this [turnesoll] you may flourishe 
redde letters, or vestures. 1679-88 Secr. Serv. Money Chas. 
il §& Yas. II (Camden) 55 Gideon Roger, for writing and 
flourishing, partly in gold, a letter to the Emperor of Fez. 

absol, 1660 G. Toinlyn's Patent No. 128 A way to text 
and flourish in velams and parchment, 

+7. To embellish (a narration, etc.) with flowers 
of speech; to ornament or set off with fine words 
or phrases; to express in flowery language. Ods. 

13.. Alinor P. fr. Vernon MS. Nii. 496 Pei3z pis tale beo 
florisshed with faire flour. 1494 Fasyan Chron. 3 So haue 
I nowe sette out this rude werke .. That the lerned and the 
studyed clerke May..Flowrysshe it with Eloquence. 1540 
Eryor /mage Gov, Pref. (1556) 3 Desiryng more to make 
it playne to all readers, than to flourishe it with over muche 
eloquence. 1631 Suirtey Love zz AZaze ut. ili, You have. . 
Wanted no art to flourish your warm passion. 1678 Cup- 
wortH Juted/. Syst. 63 Which Argument is further flourisht 
and descanted upon in this manner. 1691 G, D’ Emivianne 
Frauds Rom. Monks 177 Vhe Catechizer flourish’d his 
Discourse with Circumstances so extravagant [etc.]. 

b. zuztr. ‘To use florid language ; to speak with 
ambitious copiousness and elegance’ (J.); to 
descant floridly oz or wfor. Also with away. 

t7oo T. Baxer Reflect. Learning iv. (ed. 2) 32/2 Whilst 
he [Cicero] acts the part of the Rhetorician, he dilates 
and flourishes, and gives Example instead of Rule. 1725 
Watts Logic iv. i. 518 They dilate sometimes, and 
flourish Jong upon little Incidents, and they skip over and 
but lightly touch the drier Part of their Theme. 1824 L. 
Murray Lug. Grant. (ed. 5) 1. 435 They are often misled, 
by a desire of flourishing on the several properties of a me- 
taphor. 1858 Gen. P. Tuompson Andi Alt, IL. Ixxxi. 41 
Another flourishes away upon the assertion that the French 
Emperor was chosen by the Ballot. 

+ 8. ¢vans. a. To lay (one tint) won (another) 
by way of ornament; b. to work up ornamentally, 

@ 1592 GREENE Opharion Wks. (Grosart) XII. 70 ‘Touching 
the faultles mixture of vermillion flourisht vpon_ Iuory. 
21626 Bacon War w. Spain (1629) 3 Bottomes of threed 
close wound vp, which with a good needle... may be 
flourished into large workes, 

III. To display ostentatiously. 

9. To brandish (a weapon, etc.); to wave about 
by way of show or triumph. Also, to move (the 
limbs) vigorously. 

1382 Wvyciir 2 J7acc. xi. § An horsman apeeride goynge 
byfore hem .. florishynge a shaft. 1388 — Ps. vii. 13 If 3e 
ben not conuertid, he schal florische his swerd. 1592 SHAKS. 
Rom. & Ful.14. 85 Old Mountague .. flourishes his Blade 
in spight of me. 1646 CrasHuaw Sosfetto d’//erode xxxiii, 
All the Powers of Hell in full applause Flourisht their 
Snakes. 1820 Scorr /vanhoe II. iii. 45 Anon, balancing 
his expanded palms, he gently flourished them in time to 
the music. 1831 ‘I’. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle viii. 144 
He began mechanically to flourish his bamboo, 1840 
Dickens Old C. Shop xxi, Richard Swiveller .. looking at 
the dwarf ..as he flourished his arms and legs about. 

+b. absol. Obs. 

1588 Suaks. 77¢, A. 1. i. 311 Goe giue that changing 
peece, ‘lo him that flourisht for her with his sword, 1627-77 
Fevruam Resolves 1. xxxvili. 63 Whosoever will jest, should 
be like him that flourishes at a show: he may turn his 
weapon any way. 1690 W. WacKer Jidiomat. Anglo-Lat., 
To flourish is one thing, to fight another. 

ce. intr. Of a weapon (or the like); To be 
brandished or waved about. 

1388 Wycur Yod xxxix. 23 A spere and scheeld schal 
florische. 1773 H. Luson in Duncombe’s Lett. 11. App. 
xlviii, All this while the cane kept flourishing over Jerry’s 
head. 

10. a. tvans. To display, make a display or 
parade of. b. zztr. ‘To boast, brag’ (J.); to 
talk big; to ‘swagger’, ‘show off’; also with 
about, of. +e. To exhibit oneself conspicuously, 
make a flourish or parade. Ods. 

a. c 1380 Wycur Sed. Wks. 111. 34t Summe florishen ober 
names & seien pat he [the pope] is moost blissed fader. 
1592 Greene Disput. 6 Your sugred words, that you florish 
rethorically like nettes to catch fooles. 1638 Six ‘VT. Her- 
BERT Zaz. (ed. 2) 93 He..florisht his colours in signe of 
victory, and as a call to Abdulchan to second him. 1755 
Scorr Dict., To Flourish Colours [in military affairs] is to 
display them. 

b. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk § Selv. 159 If any man think 
to come flourishing off with this, 1699 Benriey Pal, 
Introd, 22 The Examiner, after he has cited this Scholiast 
on Aristophanes, thus flourishes. 1729 Swirr Zo Delany 
Wks. 1755 ILI. 1. 233 To flourish o’cr a cup of gin. 1816 
J. Gircurisy Philos. Etym. p. xvii, Mr. Horne ‘Tooke has 
flourished rather too much about Gothic and Saxon. 1866 
posed Inaug. Addr. 9 He goes flourishing about with 
them, 

c. 1863 Foxe A. § Af. 1710/r All the other Ladies of the 
court florished in their brauerye. 1611 Bis_e Song SoZ. ii. 9 
He looked forth at the window, shewing himself [vvarg. 
flourishing] through the lattice. 1750 Warsurton Fudian 
Wks. 1811 VIII. 192 A reverend Stole .. came..into the 
possession of a notorious prostitute, who flourished with it 
on the public stage. 


+11. a. trans. Of the sun: To shoot out (beams). 


b. zt. Of light. Ods. 

1515 Scot. Field 427 in Chetham Misc, 11, Phebus full 
faire florished out his beames. 1587 Goipinc De Mornay vi. 
64 From thence there flourished a certeine holy brightnesse. 

+12. intr. To move with a flourish; to make 
sweeping movements; ‘to play in wanton and 
irregular motions’ (J.). Ods. 

1728 Pork Dunc, 1. 180 Impetuous spread The stream, 
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and, smoaking, flourish’d o’er his head. 1735 SOMERVILLE 
Chase 1. 256 ‘They’re check’d—hold back with speed—on 
either Hand ‘They flourish round. 

+13. Afusicand Fencing. To give a short fanciful 
exhibition by way of exercise before the real per- 
formance. To play, with a flourish. Also quasi- 
trans. To flourish owt (notes). Obs. 

1352 Hutoer, Florysh, as a maister of fence doth wt 
weapon, or a musitian in syngyng, froludv. 1718 Free- 
thinker No. 15 ® 1 Musicians, before they begin to play, 
always flourish out some loose Notes. 1766 Goins, zc. IV. 
x, Instead ..of finishing George’s shirts, we now had them 
.. flourishing upon catgut. 1810 James J/zd7t. Dict., To 
flourish. .is to play some prelude or preparatory air without 
any settled rule. 

b. Of trumpets: To sound a flourish or fanfare. 

1588 SHaks. 777, A. iv. ii. 49 Why do the Emperors trum- 
pets flourish thus? 1706 Appison Rosamond 1. iv, Trumpets 
flourish. L, 

+ Flourishable (flwrifab’l), a. Obs.-!  [f. 
FLourisH v. + -ABLE.] Adapted to flourish or 
make a display. 

1614 T. Avams Diuells Banket iv. 141 Hee sets the 
countenance of continuance on them, which indeede are more 
fallible in their certaintie than flourishable in their brauerie. 

Flourished (fw rift), Af/. a. [f FLounisn v. 
+-ED1,] 

+1. Adomed with flowers or verdure; /ig. 
adorned with charms or virtues. Ods. 

c1350 Will. Palerne 2438 Pei .. founden pan a fayr forest 
floriched ful bik. c1q400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxxiii. 148 All 
pe tymes of pe 3ere er baire gardynes flurisched and paire 
mydews grene. c1470 Harvinc Chrox. xiv. vii, Bothe two 
dyed in their floreshed youthede. 1508 Dunpar 7a 
mariit wenen 27 Faceis.. All full of flurist fairheid, as 
flouris in June. a@x1605 Montcomerte AZisc. Poenis xix. 3 
Gathring flours.. Amidst the florisht meid. 

+b. Of the brow: Adorned with clustering hair. 

c1400 Rowland § O. 82 With a floreschede thonwange, 
Oure noble kynge pat es so strange, His doghety men 
I-melle. 

e. Her. = FLEURY. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. Fj a, Vhey be calde florishit : 
for they be made bi y’ maner of a flowre deluce. 1830 in 
Rozson Lrit, Her. U1. Gloss., Hlourished, the same as 
Sleury, 

+2. Of words: Of a flowery character ; rhetori- 
cally arranged, Ods. 

1303 R. Brunne //andl, Synne 3066 Flourshede wurdys. . 
Are ful of pryde and trechery. ¢ 1380 Wycur IWAs. (1880) 
445 Pey [false freris] deprauen hem to per parischens bi 
florizshid wordis pat bey bringen yn. 

3. Decorated with flourishes or ornamental lines 
and tracery, or with figures in colours, embroidery, 
etc.; figured. 

ec 1400 Nowland § O. 281 Men. .That wele kon feghte with 
floresched swerde [orig. esfev forbie]. 1446-7 Eton Coll. 
Acc. in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 1. 394 Pro xxiiij 
pedibus vitri operati picti vocati florisshed glasse. 1563 
Homilies u. Agst. Excess Apparel (1859) 315 ‘Vo see his 
wife in such painted and flourished visages. 1678 Lozd. 
Gaz. No. 1265/4 One Silver Plate..marked with the Cipher 
E. G. flourished. 1758 Jounson /dler No. 13% 8 We have. . 
three flourished quilts for every bed. 1792 Mrs. C. Smitu 
Desmond 11. 268 His wife put on..a fine flourished shawl. 
1885 D. W. Kerrie Pens, Ink, § Paper 65 The Flourished 
Printed headings to Deeds. 

Flourisher (flwrifor). [f as prec. + -ER1.] 
One who or that which flourishes. 

1387 TRevisA Higden (Rolls) 1. 7 Faire florischers and 
hizteres of wordes and of metre. 1435 Misyn /:zxe of Love 
102 Florischars of bis warld, to qwhome temperall prosperite 
pou gyfs. 149xin }07% ALyst. Introd. 39 Luminers, turners, 
and florisschers. 1598 FrLorio, Gladiatore, a fencer or 
flourisher with his weapon. c161r CuHarman /diad xxi. 
689 Not our greatest flourisher can equall him in 
powre Of foote-strife, but A®acides. 1617 IVardens’ Acc. 
in Heath Grocers’ Comp. (1869) 429 John Bradshawe..and 
18 fellow florishers with long swordes. 1624 GaTAKER 
Transubst, 233 So far is it from that which this flourisher 
affirmeth, that [etc.]. @1734 Norru Life I’. North (1742) 
332 He was not an Orator, as commonly understood, that 
isa Flourisher. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xvii, Our. . frigates 
have names as Jong.as the main-top bowling .. fine flourishers. 

Flourishing (fvrifin), vd/. 5d. [f. as prec. 
+-InG!,] 

1. The action of the vb. FLourisH in various 
senses, 

1303 R. Drunne Hand. Synue 881 Every 3ere at be 
florysyngge When pe vynys shulde spryngge. 1387'TREvisa 
Higden (Rolls) 1. 15 Nou3t sotilte of sentence, nober faire 
florischynge of wordes. 1577 B. Gooce /fevesbach’s Hus. 
11. (1586) 83 b, It must be digged before his florishing, or 
shooting out of his leaves. 1380 Hottypanp 77eas. Ly. 
Tong., Regratement de vieilles choses. .the flourishing vp of 
old thinges, 1687 IT. W. tr. ex. VIII's Assertio Septem 
Sacram. (1688) 8 ‘These two Chapters .. are .. but the 
flourishings or first essays of Luther, who now begins to 
murther and destroy the Sacraments, 1717 BerkeLry Zour 
Italy Wks.1871 IV. 531 Before the flourishing of arts in Rome. 
1865 TRoLLorE Bedion Est. viii. 83 With some little flourishing 
at the commencement, Captain Aylmer made his speech. 

2. In various concr. or quasi-concr. senses. +a. 
Blossom, also fg. b. A decoration, an embellish- 
ment; a flower-like design. ¢@. sonce-wse. An orna- 
mental covering. ' 

&. 21300 Cursor M. 10726 (Gitt.) pis wand suld florisching 
bere. xg00-20 Dunpar Poems Ixxxv. 13 Haile, 3hyng, 
benyng, fresche flurising ! [Virgin Mary; but perh. #//. a.]. 

b. c 1384 Cuaucer A, Fame i. 211 Hit nedeth noght yow 
for to tellen .. Of this yates florisshinges, Ne of compasses, 
ne of kervinges. 1611 Coter. s.v. Draferie, A flourishing 
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with leaues, and flowers in wood, or stone, vsed especially 
on the heads of pillers. 1613 ‘I. Gopwin Noman Antiz. 
(1658) 28 Bestudded with flourishings of purple silk, 1665 
Perys Diary 26 Dec., Some fine writing- work and 
flourishing. 1847 C. Winston Anc. Glass Paint, I. 125 
Many attempts were made to strengthen the shadows. .in re- 
presentations of architecture with a flourishing of thin lines. 
ec, 1633 P. Fretcuer fle /sdu. xviii, Cover'd .. with 
silken flourishing, Which as it oft decaies, renews again. 

3. =FUMISHING. rave —}. 

1726 Dict. Rusticum (ed. 3)s.v. //art-hunting, We may ob- 
serve his flourishings, which are in proportion to the Beast. 

4. attrib, and Comb., as flourishing hand; 
flourishing thread (see quol.). 

1713 STEELE Guardian No.1? 1 Mr. Airs, that excellent 
penman... instructs the youth of this nation to arrive at 
a flourishing hand. 1882 Cautrempo & Sawarp Dict. 
Needlework, Flourishing Thread, a flat, silky, linen thread 
specially adapted for mending Damask, Linen, [ete.]. ' 

Flourishing (flu rifin), A/a. [f as prec. 4 
-1nNG *,] That flourishes. 

1, Budding or blossoming; hence, that grows 
vigorously or luxuriantly. Of a landscape: Ver- 
dant. 

c¢1400 Maunpev. (1839) v. 54 The Gardyn is alweys grene 
and florisshing. 1535 CoverpALe Zcclus. xiv. 18 All flesh 
shal fade awaye.. like a florishinge leaf in a grene tre. 1647 
Cow try A/is/yess, Tyee i, Vhe flourishingst ‘Tree in all the 
Park. 1783 Cowrrr Nose ii, The buds it had left..On the 
flourishing bush where it grew. 1883 R. ZimMERMANN in 
Athenxum 29 Dec. 847/2 Populous towns and flourishing 
landscapes. : i ; 

2. Prosperous, thriving, conspicuous, eminent. 

21340 Hamrote Psalter ix, 20 ‘Vhorgh him be pai put 
in tyll synn in pi syght, pof pai seme florischand bifor men, 
1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11,156 Occa .. Wyss into weir 
and fluresand in fame. 1697 Dampier Voy. 1.179 This is 
a flourishing City. 1741 Mippteron Cicero 1.1, 18 Hor- 
tensius, the most florishing young Orator at the bar. 1855 
Macautay //7st. Lng. 111. 615 Belfast has become one of the 
greatest and most flourishing seats of industry in the British 
isles, 

3. Vigorous; in the bloom of youth or health. 
+ Llourishing age, years: the prime of life. 

1562 Winzet Cert. Tract. ili. Wks. 1888 I. 23 ‘Vhat maist 
flurissand part of my aige, spent in the teching of the 
grammar scule. 1564 Butteyn Dial. agst. Pest. Yo Rdr. 
(1888) 3 Some are preuented by death in their flour- 
ishyng yeres. @1568 Coverpate LA, Death i, x. 206 
‘The thirde [dieth] in his florishynge youth. 1600 W. 
VauGuan Direct. /Tealth (1633) 23 It [Meath] will cause 
one to haue a flourishing colour, 1737 Wutston Yosephus’ 
IVars v1. ix. § 2 They slew the aged .. but. .those..in their 
flourishing age..they drove them together into the temple. 

4. Of writing: Ornamented with flourishes. 

1859 Sata Gas-light § D. iii. 37 As per flourishing gold 
letters on his door-jamb, he proposes to lend money. 

5. Of style, ete.: Florid, highly embellished, 
grandiloquent, high-sounding. Also of a writer: 
Addicted to floridness. 

1538 Leann /é/x. I. p. xix, Men of Eloquence hath not 
enterprised to set them forthe yn a florisching style. 1g92 
G. Harvey Pierce’s Super. Wks. (Grosart) IL. 252 An irre- 
fragable Confutation of Beza, and our floorishingest New- 
writers. 1788 Map. D’Arsiay Diary June, He..spoke in 
flourishing terms of its contrast to former times. 

6. Of persons and their actions: Boasting, swagger- 
ing, ostentatious. 

1616 Nich Cabinet 57 All sorts of people thought it the 
greatest glory to liue in the florishingest showe. 1688 
Woop Life 8 Dec. (O. H.S.) III. 287 A conceited flurishing 
coxcomb, 

7. Of a spear: Vibrating. Ods. 

1388 Wyciir Yob xli. 20 He schal scorne a florischynge 
[1382 shakende] spere. 

Flourishingly (flv rifinli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY *.] Ina flourishing manner. +a. In the shape 
of a flower (ols.). b. Vigorously, prosperously. 
+c. In flowery terms, floridly (os.). +d. Os- 
tentatiously, showily (0és.). e. With a flourish or 
flourishing movement. 

a. 1486 Lk. St. Albans, Her, ja, Vhe forsayd letill 
barris ar othyrwyle made florishyngli. 

b. 1609 W. M. Alan in Moone (1849) 20 (Percy Soc.) Swag- 
gering drunkards or swearing Jackd’, which have thus 
flourishingly sprowted up by service, 1819 Ann. Neg. 36 
We were going on flourishingly. 1879 SreveNson 7vav. 
Cevennes 196 Such as they have are hardy plants and thrive 
flourishingly. 

e. 1580 Barer Adv. 163 To vtter his mind eloquently, 
flourishingly, & finely. 1647 tr. Mlalvezai’s Pourtract 3'Vhe 
Actions of Predecessours. . require no more then to bee flour- 
ishingly related, 

d. 1550 Bare Image Both Ch. 1. xvii, She. is florishinglye 
decked with golde, preciouse stone, and pearles, 

e. 1825 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 363 Round which the lash 
.. had so flourishingly playedits..gambols. 1832 J. Witson 
7bid. XXXI. 272, I came down waveringly .. flourishingly, 
just as you have seen a Jark from sky to furrow. 

+ Flowrishly, adv. Ods. In 6 floryschelye. 
[f FLourisu v.+-LY2.] In a flourishing manner, 
pre-eminently. 

1558 Forrest Grysilde Sec. (1875) 146 Theis..sightes..In 
Grisild weare seene florische floryschelye, 

Flourishment (flwrifmént), [f Fiourtsr 
+-MENT. OF. had /lorissement.] ‘The state or 
condition of flourishing ; prosperity, thriving. 

1724 WELTON Chr. 'aith §& Pract. 375 The flourishment 
of a city, 1883 Chicago Advance 24 May, It cannot be 
claimed that ., churches or schools had much flourish- 
ment, 
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Flourishy (flvrifi), a. [f. Frounisu sd. + -v!.] 
Of or pertaining to flourishes or flourishing ; of the 
nature of a flourish ; abounding in flourishes. 

1883 G. H. Boucuron in //arfer’s Mag. Veb, 392/2 When 
a windmilly town does flourish, it is (from a flourishy point 
of view) a thing to remember, 1884 /4/d. Sept. 523/2 ‘There 
is a light, flourishy, courtly touch. 1891 Long. Adag. Apr. 
626 A big bill with a flourishy beading. 

Flourless (flaualés), a. [f. !Lour 5d, + -LESS.] 
Made without flour. 

1880 Vern, Lee elcaro iv. 79 Flourless bread. 

Ploury (Mauri), a. Also 6 flowry. [f. FLour 
sb. + -¥14.] a, Of or pertaining to flour. +Of 
grain: Yielding flour. b. Covered or sprinkled 
with flour or powder. @. Kesembling flour; flour- 
like, mealy, powdery. 

a@ 159 SyivesteR Diu Bartas 1. iv. 649 The stone which 
grinds the floury corns, 1870 Morris Larthly Par. 1. 296 
A mill... whose floury duskiness Our hungry souls with 
many a hope did bless. 

b. 1826 Hoop Jrish Schoolm. xxix, Some dronish 
Dominie ..‘Vhat wears a floury head. 1884 Cevtury Mag. 
XXVIIT. 88 ‘There was blood upon her floury apron. 

ce. 1830 Linpiey Mat. Syst. Bot. 171 Embryo surrounding 
floury albumen, 1865 Mivron & Curapie WV. IW. Pass. by 
Land 157 A sleigh, running along in the soft, floury powder 
at the sides, 1888 Pow1us tr. Avchk’s Wlour Manus. App. 
§ 4. 283 Steam the pecled potatoes until they become quite 
floury (‘mealy’). 

Flouse, floush (flaus, flauf), v. dad. [? ono- 
matopoeic; cf. FLusu v2] 

1. ‘To splash. ¢vans. and intr, 

1567 Maviny Gr. “orest 21 I haue seene it .. when as this 
kinde of Mettall being molten in the pit, and buta sponefull 
of water being cast into, it hath floushed and Jeapt vp to the 
top of the house, 1838 Hottoway Dict. P'rovinc., floush, 
to plash and beat water about with violence as boys fre- 
quently do when bathing. 1885 WV. § Q. 26 Sept. Ser. v1. 
XII. 249. 

2. intr, ‘To come with a heavy splash. 

1863 Kincstey Water dab, 95 Out floushed a huge, old 
brown trout. 

3. ‘The verb stem used adverbially. 

1819 Moore Jom Crib’s Alem, (ed. 3) 13 Old Georgy 
went floush, and his backers look'd shy. 

Hence Flowsing A//. a. 

1880 Jerrertes Gr. Lerne J. 64 The flousing splash of 
the mill-race, 

Flout (flaut), 53.1 Also 6-7 floute. [f. Fnourz.] 

1. A mocking speech or action; a piece of 
mockery, jeer, scoff. 

1570 in Levins A/anip, 228. 1572-8 GascoiGne Dan 
Bartholomew Lenuoye iv, Remember that our sect Is sure 
to bee with floutes alwayes infect. 1678 Burien //2d. 
ut. Heroic Ep. 356 She .. read it out, With many a smile, 
and learing Flout. 1728 Morcan A /evers 1. Pref. 14 ‘Vhe 
Flouts and indifferent Reception 1 have met with, 1837 
W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville WAL. 23 Blinking like an owl in 
daylight, when pestered by the flouts and peckings of mis- 
chievous birds. 1859 ‘Trnnyson /dydls, nid 1523 Who put 
your beauty to this flout and scorn By dressing it in rags. 

+ 2. An object of flouting or mockery. Ods. 

1708 tr. Botlean’s Lutrin 52 Howlet will be the Word, a 
standing Jest, ‘The Flout of Boys, and Mirth of Every Feast. 

+ Flout, 50.2 Obs. rare. A truss (of straw.) 

13.. Aynge § Hermyt 331 in Hazl. &. P.P. 1. 25 Be 
syde my bed thou must goo And take up a floute of strowe, 
Als softly as thou may. 1847 in HALLiweLe. 

+Flout, 5d.3 Obs. [?Prepr. OE. */owet, f. 
Jidwan to Ftow.] A watercourse. 

14.. in JAZS, Cantab. Ff. v. 48 f. 106 (Halliw.) And at 
a window cast him owt, Ri3t into ‘Temse flowt. 1583 /7- 
quisition in Lincolnsh, (N.), One sewer in Scotterings at 
the ould flout shall be sufficiently diked. 

Flout (flaut), v. Also 6 floute, 6-7 flowte. 
[First recorded in 16th c.; possibly special use 
(preserved, in some dialect) of /low/e, MK. form 
of FLure v. to play on the flute. Cf. a similar 
development of sense in Du. /lutten to play the 
flute, to mock, deride. ] 

1. ¢vans. 'To mock, jeer, insult; to express con- 
tempt for, either in word or action, Also 40 flout 


(a person) out of (something). 

1551 Ropinson tr. AZorve's Utop. (Arb.) 26 In moste spite- 
full maner mockynge..and flowtinge them. 1605 SuHaks. 
Mach, 1. ii. 49 Where the Norweyan Banners flowt the 
Skie. 1607 Heywoop Wom. Avlde Wks. 1874 IL. 116 Now 
will I flout her poverty, 16x2-15 Br. Hatu Contempl. 
O. 7.1. v, Yet cannot aay all flout Noah out of his faith. 
1727 De For Syst. Magic u. iv. 324 So the man was flouted 
on all hands, 1805 Scorr Last Minsty. 1. 4 The gay beams 
of lightsome day Gild, but to flout, the ruins gray. 1840 
Dickens Old C. Shop xxxii, ‘The genuine and only Jarley 
.- flouted by beadles. 1873 Dixon 7'wo Queens I. u. ii. 80 
One town grew jealous of another. .Granada flouted Loga. 

+b. To quote or recite with sarcastic purpose. 

1599 Suaks. Aluch Ado 1, i. 290 Ere you flout old ends 
any further, examine your conscience, 

2. zutr. To behave with disdain or contumely, to 
mock, jeer, scoff; to express contempt either by 
action or speech. Also dal. to scold. Const. 
at; whence in zzdirect passive. 

1575 R. B. Appius § VB jb, What drake nosed driuell, 
begin you to floute. 1641 Vind. Smectymnunus 3x It never 
came into our thoughts..to flout, inso bold a manner, 1678 
Barctay A fol. Quakers ii. § 1. 19 Some are apt to flout at 
it as ridiculous. 1726 dav. Capt. R. Boyle 166 But 1 have 
the good Fortune not to be flouted at. 1844 Browninc 
Garden Fancies 1. vi, Ah, you may flout and turn up 
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your faces, 1876 Besant & Rice Gold. Butteryly iv, The 
women pointed and flouted at her. 
"| 3. ?erroncous use (or ?another word). To 


ruffle (a bird’s feathers). 

1875 Mayne Rewin Cham. Frnl. 7 Aug. 500 Not enough 
breeze. .to flout the long feathers in the tail of the. . bird. 

Ifence Flou‘ted Af/. a, 

1855 SINGLETON Zncid vu. 602 Go now, to thankless 
jeopardy Expose thee, flouted [wight]. 

+ Flou'tage. Qs. [f. FLourzv.+-acx.] The 
habit or practice of flouting ; mockery, jeers. 

1599 B. Jonson Lv. Man out of Hum, Dram. Pers., 
Puntarvolo, so palpably affected to his owne praise, that 
(for want of flatterers) he commends himselfe to the floutage 
of his owne family. 


Flouter (fau‘ta.). 


who flouts or mocks. 

1581 Perrin Guaszo's Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 35 You. .shew 
yourselfe a flatterer and a flouter, 1621 Burron Anat. Aled. 
Democr, to Rdr, 64 Democritus that common flowter of 
folly. 1785 in JouNSoN. 1869 BLACKMORE Lorna D. xxvi, 
Perhaps she had cast me away altogether as a flouter. 

Flouting (flautin), v7. sd. [f. as prec. + -1nG1.] 

1. The action of the vb. 'Lour; an instance of 
this. 

1574 Wuircrr Def Aunsw. 1. i. § 6.91 What gybing 
and flouting would there be. 1621 Motie Camerar. Liv. 
Libr. Vv. xv. 382 A desperate impudencie, seconded with 
bloodie floutings, with terrible despightings, [etc.]. 1691 Ray 
Creation VU. (1704) 453 Flouting, and ‘Vaunting, are to be 
censured as vicious Abuses of Speech. 1884 Bath Herald 
25 Oct. 3/1 The second flouting of the popular will. . 

2. Comb. + flouting-stock (@) a butt for flouting, 
an object of mockery; (6) =Frour sd. (perh. the 
use is a blunder ascribed to the Welsh speaker). 

1sg2 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. Wks. (Grosart) 11. 309 
Lesse peraduenture..thou be .. made a notable flowting- 
stocke. 1598 Suaks. A/erry IV. 1. v. 83 You are wise, and 
full of gibes, and vlouting-stocks. 1817 W. Goowin J/ande- 
ville 1. 263, Iwas... a flouting-stock and a make-game .. 
created for no other end than to be the scoff of my fellows. 

Flouting (flau'tin), A//.a. [f-as prec. + -ING2.] 
That flouts. 

1581 Perrin Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 30 b, Insinuating 
therby in flouting manner, that he might be his Fathers 
bastard sonne. 1597 Frenron Let, 23 May in Harington 
Nuge Ant. (1779) UL, 233 She would. .out with all such un- 
gracious flouting wenches. 1614 N. Breton J would & vet 
exxv, Then sure should I... Be followed with many a flowting- 
Tacke. 1727 De For /fist. Appar. xiii. 329 A flouting 
atheistic man of wit. 1870 /’add Mall G, 23 Nov. 12 Less 
of .. flouting ferocity than is usual in the epic tales of the 
Scandinavians. J 

Hence Flou'tingly adv, in a flouting manner, 

1580 Houiyeanp Z7eas. Lr. Toug., Par gaudisserie, in 
iest, or floutingly. 1633 Bre. Hau //ard Texts, N. 7. 55 
They floutingly put upon his head a wreath of thornes. 
1858 CarLyte /yedh. Gt. (1865) I. ui. xiv. 228 ‘Goody - 
Palsgrave’, as her Mother floutingly called her, 

Flow (flu), sd.) [f. FLow z.] 

1. The action or fact of flowing ; movement in 
a current or stream; an instance or mode of this. 
Orig. said of liquids, but extended in modern use 
to all fluids, as air, electricity, etc. ‘+Phrase: Zo 
set (the eyes) at flow: to (cause to) weep. Also 
‘The course or direction of running waters’ (Ad- 
miral Smyth). 

a1450 Cov. Alyst. (Shaks. Soc.) 43 Thei xul not drede the 
flodys flowe. 1607 Suaks. 7707 U1. ii. 172 I haue .. set 
mine eyes at flow. 1613 — //en. V/// 1. i. 152 ‘Chis top 
proud fellow, Whom from the flow of gall I name not, 1817 
SueLtey Nev. /slane xu. xxxvii. 5 In the flow Of sudden 
tears. 1856 Mrs. Cartyte Left. II. 290 A gentle sound.. 
like the flow of a brook, 1860 ‘TynpaLt Glace, 1. xxv. 362 
‘The gentle flow of a current of air. 1885 Watson & Bur- 
bury Math. Th, Electr. § Magn. 1. 208 A flow of positive 
electricity in the one direction along the wire. 

b. Physics. 

Line of flow in Hydrodynamics, an imaginary curve so 
drawn within a liquid at any instant that at each point of 
the curve the instantaneous velocity of the liquid is along 
the tangent. In general a line of flow is not the path of 
a particle, but varies with the time. But when the motion 
is steady, i, e. not a function of the time, the lines of flow 
are fixed, and are paths of particles, being then called 
stream-lines. Tube of flow in Electricity ae Tlydrodyna- 
mics, an imaginary tube bounded by surfaces across which 
there is no flow. 

1881 Maxweit “lectin. §& Magn. 1. 378 Tube of Flow. 
1882 Mincnin Unifd. Ninemat. 150 We can in this way 
map out the whole region by drawing lines of flow. 

ec, ‘The quantity that flows, volume of fluid. In 
Hydrodynamics, the volume of fluid which flows 
through a tube of any given section in a unit of 
time, 

1807 Med. ¥rnl, XX1. 378 Blood, which came out, with 
a jet, nearly equal to the flow of urine. 1851 CarrENTER 
Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 218 The flow of blood into them [Mus- 
cles] increases with the use that is made of them, 1877 
W. H. Besanr Hydromech. (ed. 3) 238 The line-integral 
of the tangential velocity along any line, lying entirely 
within the fluid, is called the flow along that line. 

d. concer. Thatwhich flows ; flowing water. Also, 
amass of matter that moves or has moyed in a 
stream. 

180z CampseLt /ohenlinden i, Dark as winter was the 
flow Of Iser, rolling rapidly. 1816 J. Witson City of 
Plaguet. i, Vhe sunshine dances in its joy O’er the still flow 
of this majestic river, 1833 LyeLt Princ, Geol. 11. 240 Re- 
iterated flows of lava. 1880 Miss Birp Yafan Il. 152 The 
flows from the flank and summit craters of Mauna Loa. 


[fas prec. + -ER1.] One 


FLOW. 


2. Of dress, outlines, etc.: The manner of flowing. 

1840 Dickens Barn, Rudge xxxi, No dress but hers had 
such a flow as that. 1851 Ruskin Stoves Ven, (1874) I. 
App. 393 In the folds of the drapery .. is a flow like that of 
waves. 

3. transf. and fig. Any continuous movement re- 
sembling the even flow of a river and connoting a 
copious supply; an outpouring or stream; ¢%#. of 
speech. 

1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 1. 201 Without any 
flow of words to greaten it. 1733 Pore Hor. Sat. u. i. 128 
The Feast of Reason and the Flow of Soul. 1775 Pratt 
Liberal Opin. (1783) I. 3 It is.. hard to stop the pen, 
when the ideas are on the flow, 1782 T. A. Mann in Leé¢. 
Lit, Men (Camden) 420 The rupture with France .. has 
thrown .. a flow of Commerce into this Country. 1790 
Cowrer Ox my Mother's Picture 65 Thy constant flow 
of love, that knew no fall. 1796 JANE Austin Pride § Pre7. 
xxxi, ‘They conversed with so much spirit and flow as to 
draw the attention of Lady Catherine. 1812 Cuarmers Le?. 
in Z7fe (1851) I. 296 We have had a flow of forenoon callers. 
1832 Ht. Martineau //7// § Valley iv. 50 ‘This vast flow 
of capital towards one point. 1873 Brack Pr. 7/ule (1874) 
22 This flow of talk. 1891 Pad Mal? G, 18 Nov. 2/1 ‘The 
cross flows of traffic. 

4. The incoming or rise of the tide. Opposed to 
ebb; often in phrase ebb and flow; see EBB sb.1 

1583 GREENE AZamillia Wks. (Grosart) II. 39 The greatest 
flowe hath the soonest ebbe. 1897 Dantet Ciéz’, [Wars Wks. 
(1717) IL. 4z The Ocean all at Discord with his Bounds, 
Reiterates his strange untimely Flows. 1618 Botton /lorus 
Il. vili. (1636) 118 A..sea having many ebbes & flowes. 
1794 Burns Song, ‘Let not woman’ iii, Ocean’s ebb, and 
ocean’s flow. 1812 SourHEy Omnfana 1. 139 The flow 
drove him upon shore. 1886 Ruskin Preferi/a 1. vi. 177 
‘The Thames tide, with its tossing wherries at the flow, and 
stranded barges at ebb. 

Jig. 1596 SHaxs, 1 Hen, JV, 1. ii. 43. 1627-77 FELTHAM 
Resolves i. xi. 16 We know not in the flows of our contented- 
ness, what we ourselves are. 1758S. Haywarp Sevvz. Introd. 
9 The flows of affliction. 1865 Farrar Chapters on Lang. 
270 Great ebbs and flows in the tide of Jewish thought. 
1870 [see Ess sé. 2.] 

8. +a. A deluge, flood (0ds.). b. An overflow- 
ing; applied esf. to the periodical overflow of the 
Nile, or similar phenomena. 

a1450 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 345, I am-Abraham..That 
reyned after Noes flowe. 1571 Campion //7st. Tred. 11. x, 
(1633) 138 A flowe will shake your building. 1606 SuHaxs. 
Ant. § Cl. 1. vii. 20 They take the flow o’ th’ Nyle By 
certain scales i’ th’ Pyramid. 1725 Pope Odyss. iv. 100 
Regions fatten’d with the flows of Nile. 1852 Earre Gold 
Col. Australia 48 The natives look to this periodical flow 
with as much anxiety as the Egyptians to that of the Nile. 

6. Flow of spirits: a. in early use, a sudden 
access of cheerfulness or exhilaration; b. now 
chiefly (cf. sense 3) a habitual state of spontaneous 
cheerfulness, 

1715-6 Pore Let. to Blount Wks. 1824 VIII. 359 As an 
unblemished conscience and inflexible resolution are above 
an accidental flow of spirits, or a sudden tide of blood. 1775 
Sueripan Dyrenna u. ii, My joy..has given me such a flow 
of spirits. 18.. Scorr Let., No creature can be entitled to 
reckon upon such a flow of spirits and regular continuation 
of good health. 1834 Vest Jud. Sketch-bk. i, 252 A remark- 
able flow of animal spirits and activity. 

7. Porcelain Manufacture. A flux for causing the 
colours to ‘ flow’ or blend in firing. 

1878 Jewitt Ceramic Art II. viii. 380 This effect was 
afterwards imitated..by means of what is technically called 
a ‘flow ’—that is, by introducing a little volatilising salt in 
the saggar in which the ware is placed and fired. 

+8. A flowing or full-bottomed wig. Oéds. 

1755 Connoisseur No. 77 ® 5 Young counsellers..in a 
smart tye between a bob and a flow, contrived to cover a 
toupee. 1756 Jbid, No, 110 ® 2 In‘(Queen Anne's reign, .the 
nobility. .wore large flaxen flows of thirty guineas price. 


9. attrib. and Comd., as flow-dike, an open 
channel to carry off syrface water; flow-function 
= velocity-function ; flow (-off) -gate (Alelallury), 
an opening through which the molten metal is run 
out of the mould; flow-line = /7ne of flow (sense 
1 b); flow-meadow, one that may be flooded at 


will. 

1812 Souter Agric. Surv. Banff: App. 31 To construct 
*flow dikes. 1882 Mincuin Unifl. Kinemat. 176 Is it pos- 
sible to determine a velocity-potential function (or a *flow- 
function) of the form fetc.]? 1881 Wytie /ron Founding 
64 A violent bubbling takes place in the *flow-gates. 1889 
Pract. Iron Founding iv.57 In moulds of considerable area, 
risers or flow off gatesare employed. 1882 Mincuin U'n7A/. 
Kinemat, 248 The *flow-lines will then be lines of electro- 
static induction in the surrounding dielectric, 1834 2By/t. 
Husb, 1. 528 *Flow-meadows [called also flowing-meadows]. 

Flow (fla), s.2 Also 9 flo(w)e. [?a. ON.*fdwe 
(Icel. //é2 ) of same meaning, related to #éa FLow v.] 

1. ‘A watery moss, a morass’ (Jam.). 

16.. in Symson Descr. Galloway (1823) App. iv. 140 Moss 
Raploch, a great flow on the other side of Die. 1773 
Warker in 7471. Trans. LXIL. 124 ‘Vhe Solway flow 
contains 1300 acres of very deep and tender moss. 1835 
*S. Ottver’ Rambles Northumb. 164 Dreading every 
instant that he will sink over head into the flow. 1852 
Grul. Re Agric. Soc. XII. 11. 290 Dangerous ‘ flowes’, or 
shaking bogs. 1895 Crocketr JZoss-hags xxxiii. Bog-wood 
dug from the flowes. 


b. (See quots.) 

1808-80 JAmirson s.v., The term _/7ow is applied to a low- 
lying piece of watery land rough and benty, which has not 
been broken up. 1886 Lesour Geol. Northumd. § Durh, 11 
‘That part of it which thus dips away from the bog proper is 
aptly called the ‘flow’ of the bog. 














351 
2. A quicksand, 


1818 Scorr Br, Lami, xvii, He shall stable his steed in 
the Kelpie’s flow. 1882 Stevenson New Alvad. Vis. (1884) 
210 ‘The wind was driving the hat shoreward, and I ran 
round the border of the floe. 

3. attrib. 

1831 Loupon Agric. (ed. 2) 1243 *Flow-bog or flow moss, 
a peat bog, the surface of which is liable to rise and fall with 
every increase or diminution of water. c1565 LinpEsAy 
(Pitscottie) Chron. Scot, (1728) 130 He..ran his Horse into 
a *Flow-Moss, 1818 Scorr Rob Roy xxviii, ‘There wasna 
muckle flowmoss in the shaw.’ 

Flow (flax), 50.3 Sc. [Of obscure origin ; perh. 
f. root of Fnaw sé, or Fry v.1]_ ‘A jot, a particle, 
a small portion of any thing’ (Jam.). 

1804 Tarras Poents 45 Wha on life's dainties nicely 
chow Yet left yir bard wi’ fient a flowe. 1827 ‘l'reNNanT 
Papistry Storm d 69 Powther’d gay Wi’ flows o’ flour. 
1840 WessTER in Whistlebinkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 11. (1890) I. 
220 Tak hame a wee flow to your wife To help to be brose 
to your supper. 


Flow (flo), v. a.¢. and pa. pple. flowed 
(floud). Forms: Jzfiz. 1 flowan, 3 flohen, 3-5 
flowen, (3 flouwen), Orm. flowenn, sozth. viow- 
en, 4 floje, flowyn, 5-7 flowe, 5- flow. /a. 7. 
I fléow, //. fleowon, 3 fleaw, flew, south. vleau; 
weak forms: 3 fléowede, Orvz. flowedd, 4 flozed, 
flowede, 6 flowd, 6- flowed. a. pple. 1 fldwen, 
4-7 flowen, 7-8 flown ; 6- flowed. [OE. fwan, 
aredupl.str. vb. occurringassuch onlyin Eng. From 
the same root */#/-are the wk. vbs. ON. a to flood, 
Du. vloedjen (=LG. flojen) to flow, and the Com. 
Tent. */éau-s FLoop sb. The wk. pa.t. and pa. 
pple. appear in early ME.; the original str. pa. t. 
appears not to have survived into the 14th c., but 
the str. pa. pple., though rare after 15th c., occurs 
down to the 18th c. (and still later as an archaism 


or a blunder, esp. in the compound overflowz2). 

The Teut. */76-:—pre-Teut. *//o- in Gr. mAdexv, to swim, 
float, rAw76s floating, navigable, L. plovare to weep. Ac- 
cording to some scholars this is an ablaut-variant of *A/2- to 
fill, be full (cf. Gr. wAn@vs fullness, L. AZéz2s full), perh. an 
extended form of *Aed-: see Futt a. Others regard *A/0- as 
standing for *f/ow- lengthened grade of the root *Jlew-, 
plou-, plu- (Teut. *fleu-, flau-, flu-), whence Skr. Alu to 
swim, bathe, Gr, rAéew to sail, Adve to wash, L. plait it 
rains, OHG. flewen, flawen (MHG, vlduwen, vlven) to 
rinse, ON. flaumr stream. 

The sense-development of the vb. in Eng. shows traces of 
influence from the like-sounding but etymologically un- 
connected L, /7ére, of which it is the usual translation. ] 

I. To glide along as a stream. 

1. zntr. OF fluids, a stream, etc.; To move on 
a gently inclined surface with a continual change 
of place among the particles or parts; to move 
along in a current; to stream, run; to spread over 
(a surface). Also with along, dow, on, out. 

axoco Sal, § Sat. 321 (Gr.) Siddan flowan mot yd ofer eal 
lond. c12z00 Ormin 14567 & ta wass waterr wid & sid All 
oferr erpe flowedd. axz2zgo Owl § Night. 918 An ydel wel, 
‘Lhat..flohb on idel thar a-dune. ¢1325 Body § SonZ in 
Map’s Poems (Camden) 347 The thridde day shal flowe 
a flod that al this world shal hylen. a@1400-50 A le-rander 
2053 For bale to Blissh on blod pat on pe bent flowes. 1584 
in Strype ect. AZem. U1. App. xxiv. 67 Yf the water in 
Egypt called Nilus dyd not accustomably flow over Mgypt. 
1667 Mitton 7’. 1.1. 11 Siloa’s Brook that flow’d Fast by 
the Oracle of God. 1704 Pore W7nterx 13 Thames heard the 
numbers as he flow'd along. 1793 Burns Song, Wandering 
Wille ii, O still flow between us, thou wide roaring main. 
1854 Ronatps & Ricnarpson Chem. Technol. 1. 363 The 
acid. .is allowed to flow consecutively into the lower vessels. 
1859 Guttick & Timps Pazut. 204 To admit of being 
discharged freely from the brush without flowing or spreading 
on the canvas. 

b. Opposed to ‘stand’. See FLow1ne /7. a. 

1697 Drypen V’irg. Georg. wv. 37 With Osier Floats the 
standing Water strow; Of massy Stones make Bridges, if it 
flow. 

e, Of the blood or other animal fluids: To pass 
along the vessels of the body ; to circulate. 

1603 Suaks. Aleas. for M/.1. iil. 52 Lord Angelo .. scarce 
confesses ‘That his blood flowes. 1666 Drypen A 2. ATivad. 
ii, ‘Trade, which like blood should circularly flow, Stopped in 
their channels. 1786 Burns Song, Aly Highland Lassie O 
iii, While my crimson currents flow, Pll love my Highland 
lassie. 1817 SHELLEY Rez. slam vit. xxi, 5 Our pulses 
[would] calmly flow and beat In response while we slept. 
1845 Bupp Dis, Liver 276 Gall-stones are formed in 
numbers in the gall-bladder, only when the bile can flow 





_ into it through the cystic duct. 


d. With advbs. 70 flow over = to overflow. 

1526 TInpALe 2 Cor. vill. 2 And howe that their povertie, 
though yt be depe, yet hath folowed [séc] over. 1606 Suaks. 
Ant. & Cl. v, ii. 24 My Lord Who is so full of Grace, that 
it flowes ouer On all that neede. 

e, quasi-¢rans, Of a river: To carry down 
(water) in its current. 

1885 Century Mag. Sept. 747 lt [a river] was flowing 
muddy water at the time. 

+2. To become liquid; to stream dows, melt ; 
“it. and fig. Obs. 

e825 Vesp. Psalter \xviii]. 3 Swe flowed wex from onsiene 
fyres. a1225 Ancy, R. 110 His moderes wop & be odres 
Maries, pat fleoweden & melten al of teares. 1382 Wyciir 
Isa. \xiv. 1 Fro thi face hillis shulden flowe doun. 1477 
Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 59 For nothinge maie 
be more contrary nowe Than to be fixt and_unperfectly 
flowe. 164 Frencn Disti//. iv. (1651) 105 This Oil of 
Tartar must bee made of salt of Tartar after it hath flowed 








FLOW. 


in the fire. 1737 Porr //om. Efis?. 1. i. 148 Yielding Metal 
flow’d to human form. 

+b. fig. To be unstcady, waver. Obs. 

1434 Misyn AJending Life 112 Se bat pou flow nott with 
vayn poghtis. 1500-20 DuNBAR Poems vi. 47 My hert that 
neuir wes sic{k]ir.. That never mair wald flow nor flickir. 

e. Ceram. To work or blend freely: said of 
a glaze. (Cent. Dict.) 

d. Of a metal: To change its form under impact 
or tensile or compressive strain. Cf, quot. 1888 
s.v. FLOWING Pf/. a. 1. 

3. a. Of persons: To come or go ‘in a stream 
or streams.’ Also with 27, fogether. 

1382 Wyciir Yer. xxxi. 12 Thei shul.. togidere flowen to 
the goodus of the Lord [1388 and thei schulen flowe togidere 
to the goodis of the Lord]. 16xr Binte Fer, li. 44 The 
nations shall not flow together any more vnto him. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage 1. x. (1614) 160 Thence they [Iewes] 
flowed into other parts. 1742 Pore Due. iv. 275 In flow'd 
at once a gay embroider’d race, 1817 SHELLey ev, [slam 
vy. xli. 2 ‘Vo hear the restless multitudes.. Around the base 
of that great Altar flow. 1878 Bosw. Smiru Carthage 166 
Men flowed in so plentifully that [etc.]. 

b. Of things material and immaterial : To move, 
pass as a stream. Also with away, dow, zn, 


together. 

1382 Wyciir Zeclus. li. 9 For the deth flowende doun 
T louly prezede. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI, 137 ‘Thus 
the victory flowed some tyme on the one parte, and 
sometyme on the other, 1560 Bisite (Genev.) Job xx. 28 
The increase of his house shall go away; it shall flow away 
in the day of his wrath. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 435 Vhe 
euils of the precedent ages are flowne together into this. 
1651 Hopses Leviath. i. xxix. 173 The Treasure of the 
Common-wealth, flowing out of its due course, 1717 Pore 
Elegy Unfort. Lady 25 As into air the purer spirits flow. 
1780 Coxe Russ. Disc. 188 ‘The final success which flowed 
in upon him. 1816 SHEvLey Alastor 533 As fast years flow 
away. 1833 Hr. Marrineau Berkeley the Banker t. vii. 14% 
Gold flowed in. 1878 Jewirr Ceramic Art II, viii. 350 
Orders for the new kind of ware flowed in upon him. 

4. Of composition or speech; in early use of 
a speaker or writer; To glide along smoothly, like 
a river. 

1585 Jas. I Ass. Poeste (Arb.) 59 The first lyne flowis weil, 
and the vther nathing at ali. 1643 Dennam Coofer’s H, 189 
Could I flow like thee [Thames], and make thy streame My 
great example. 1737 Pore Hor. Efist. 1. i. 266 Wit grew 
polite, and Numbers learn’d to flow. 1859 Kincs_ry AZ7sc. 
(1860) I, 227 The most unmetrical..passages flow with 
a grace, a lightness [etc.]. 1870 E. Peacock Ralf. Shirl. 
III. 252 Conversation flowed freely, 

5. Of a garment, hair, etc.: To ‘stream’; to 
hang loose and waving ; to lie in undulating curves. 
Also of a person: Zo flow w#th (hair). 

1606 B. Jonson //ymenwi Wks. (Rtldg.) 558 From the top 
of which [coronet] flow’d a transparent veile. 1608 — 
Masque Beauty Splendour Wks. (Rtldg.) 549/1 Her bright 
hayre loose flowing. 1648 Herrick //esper. 29 A Cuffe 
neglectfull, and thereby Ribbands to flow confusedly. 1667 
Mitton P, £. xt. 24t Over his lucid Armes A militarie 
Vest of purple flowd. 1697 Drypun 779. Georg. 1. 146 
Grim Saturn... flow’d with such a Mane. 1712 ConcGreve 
Ovid's Art Love mt. 376 Swell’d with the wanton wind, 
they [her coats] loosely flow. 1782 Cowper G//fiv xlvi, 
A wig that flowed behind. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xvi, 
Mark the gaudy streamers flow From their loud chanters 
down. @188r Rosserti //owse of Life vii, Across my 
breast the abandoned hair doth flow. 

6. Afath. To increase or diminish continuously 
by infinitesimal quantities: to ‘ vary’ (in the New- 
tonian Calculus). See FLUENT. 

1715 Phil. Trans. XX1X, 204 When the Letter 2 is put 
for a Quantity which flows uniformly, the Symbol x is an 
Unit. 1758 I. Lyons ///uvtons 4, x flows from 2—4y to 
at+dy. 1828 Hurron Course Math. 11. 304 To obtain the 
second fluxion it will suffice to make a”~1 flow. 

+7. trans. (causatively). a. To make to flow, 
set flowing 27, owt. b. To make fluid. Ods. 

1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) v. i. 74 God must nedes 
contynuelly flowen oute his bounte. 1477 Norton Ovd. 
Alch. v.in Ashm. (1652) 79 Liquors helpeth to flux and to 
flowe Manie things. 1579 Futke //eskins’ Parl. 21 The 
Church is..verie wel compared ynto the sea, which floweth 
out waues from euery porch or entrie, 1635 BratTHwair 
Arcad. Pr, 11. (1635) 175, I plenteously flowed in my after- 
noone's potation. 

e. In Founding, to permit (the molten metal) to 
flow through the mould long enough to carry off 
all air and foreign matter, in order to insure a 
casting free from bubbles and similar defects; to 
run through. (Cen. Dict.) 


dad. Naut. (See quot.) 
1883 W. C. Russeit Sa7lors Lang., Flow, to let go the 
sheet of a head-sail. 
TI. To stream forth, issue in a stream. 
8. To gush out, well forth, spring. Also with 
down, forth, out, over. 
c82g lesp. Psalter \xxviifi]. 20 Fordon slog stan & fleowun 
weter. c1ooo Avs. Gosf. John xiv. 34 Hreedlice par fleow 
blod ut & water. c1250 Gen. § Ex. 3875 Do flew dor water 
michil and strong. @ 1400-50 Alexander 1350 Par flowe 
out of fresh wynne flodez enowe. . 1874 Hyti Planting 77 
When the humour thereof is somewhat flowen. 1578 Lyre 
Dodoens wi. xxi. 302 The sappe, when..first flowen out, is 
white. x59x SpENSER Aauins Time 651 Streams of blood 
foorth flowed on the grass. ¢1724 Swirt Fontinella 4 End- 
less tears flow down in streams. 1813 J. THomson Lec?. 
Inflam. 251 The blood will continue to flow .. till the ex- 
hausted animal expires, 1828 Scott /. AZ. Perth xxix, 
His tears flowed plentifully and bitterly. 





FLOW. 


b. To issue or proceed from, + of, out of, some- 
thing as a source. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 4783 War & wirrsenn toc anan Vt off hiss lic 
to flowenn, a@1240 Lofsong in Cott. Hom. 211 Pet flod pet 
fleaw of pine wunden. 1535 CoverDALe 2 Esdras i. 20 Dyd 
not I hew y* hardstone & caused water ynough to flowe 
thereout? 1609 J. Davies Holy Roode (Grosart) 20/1 His 
Gore, That from his Blood-founts ..flow'd before. 1824 
R. Sruart Hist. Steam Engine 62 Cold water is now 
allowed to flow from the reservoir. 

transf, and fig. 1382 Wyciir Song Sol. iv. 16 Blo3 thur3 
my gardyn, and ther shul flowe swote spices of it. 1545 
Jove Exp, Dan, Text vii. 1o Longe fyery beames lyke 
a floude of fyer flouwing out of him, 1632 Lirucow 77az. 
u. 75 This City was..the great Cisterne of Europe, whence 
flowed so many conduit pipes of learning, 1682 Burner 
Rights Princes ii. 40 Some other reason that flowed not 
from him. 1713 Srrece Englishman No. 10.66 His Be- 
haviour does not flow from an Hardness in his Mind. 
1794 Burns A V7sion vii, Frae his harp sic strains did flow. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IL. 306 This rule flows. .from the 
nature of a remainder. 1888 Bryce Amer. Comin. IL. 
xxxvii, 27 The Authority of the State Constitutions does 
not flow from Congress. 

e. Of a person: To pour out one’s feelings. 


Also with owt. 

1677 Government Venice Ep. Ded. 3, I perceive IT am 
flown out insensibly in your praises, 1863 Hawrtitorne 
Our Old Home, Recoll. Gifted Woman (1884) 9t The in- 
terview lasted above an hour, during which she flowed 
out freely. 1864 ‘Tennyson Aylmer’s I’, 563 The mother 
flow'd in shallower acrimonies. 

+d. trans. To pour forth ina stream. (Pezh. 
reminiscent of the ¢ans. use in 14 below). 

1550 Cranmer Def. 77b, The stone that floweth water. 

9. Of the menstrual discharge. Said also of the 
person, 

1754-64 [see CaTAMENIA]. 1894 Duane Dict. Med., Flow, 
to menstruate ; especially to menstruate profusely. 

III. To run full; to be in flood. 

10. Of the sea, a tidal river, etc.: To rise and 
advance ; frequent in phrase ¢o ebb and flow: see 
Eepv.1. Zo flow south, tede and half tide (see 
quots. 1627 and 1721). Cf. Foon sd. 1. 

cr1os0 Byrhiferth’s Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 327 
Seo sa symle feower prican odde fif lator flowd. c¢x1200 
Trin, Coll, Hom, 177 Vft son pe se flouwed. 13.. 2. £. 
Allit. P. VB. 397 Bi pat pe flod to her fete flozed & waxed. 
¢1430 Lypc. A7in, Poems 196 Watir .. Now ebbithe, 
flowithe, 1568 Grarron Chron. I]. 441 Thys yere the 
‘Thamys did flowe three times in one daye. 1624 Hrywoop 
Gunatk. 1. 182 ‘The waters..were flowed eighteene cubites 
above their woonted compasse. 1626 Carr. Smira Accid. 
Yug. Seamen 17 \t flowes quarter floud. 1627 — Seaman’s 
Gram. (1653) 47 It flowes ‘Tide and halfe Tide, that is, it 
will be halfe flood by the shore, before it begin to flow in 
the channell. 1691 Swirr Athenian Soc. Wks. 1755 1V.1. 
229 When the deluge first began to fall, That mighty ebb 
never to flow again, 1721-1800 in Batty, /¢ Hows South 
(Sea Phrase] it is high Water when the Sun is at that Point 
at new or full Moon. 1739 Lapetye Short Acc. Piers 
Westm. Bridge 34 Before the Tide had flown or risen so 
high. 1816 Byron Prisoner Chillon vi, Vhe massy waters 
ebb and flow. 1830 Lyett Princ. Geol. 1. 304 In the 
‘Thames. .the tide requires about five hours to flow up, 1884 
Par Eustace 7 The tide was flowing. 

Jig. 1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles 11. 206 Vertue wolde fllowe 
whan vicis were ebbid. 1600 Suaxs. A.V. Z. vii. 72 Doth 
it [pride] not flow as hugely as the Sea? 1786 Burns Ded. 
to G. Hamilton 111 When ebbing life nae mair shall flow. 
1817 Suetiey Rev, /slam vy. li. 2 The throngs which ever 
ebbed and flowed. 1820 Sforting Mag. VII. 25 The tide of 
success that flowed to Vauxhall. 

+11. To rise to a great height and overflow. In 
fg. phrases, 70 flow above the banks, to flow past 
shore: to overflow. Obs. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. exli. (1495) 945 The 
ryuer Nylus was flowen and arysen. a@x1625 Beaum. & Ft. 
lee One it. iv, Let Nylus flow, And perpetuall plenty 
show, 

Jig. 1890 SreNsER /’, Q. 11. ii. 36 In wine and meats she 
flowd aboue the bancke. 1606 SHaxs. 7”. & Cr. v. ii. 41 You 
flow to great distraction, 1615 CHAPMAN Odyss. 11. 335 
Grave Nestor. .flows Past shore in all experience. 

b. The obs. pa. pple. fowz, orig. used of a stream 
with the sense ‘swollen’, ‘in flood’ (see quot. 
c1510), was used fig. in 17th c. of persons, and 
survives in allusions to Milton’s phrase. (It is 
doubtful whether the etymological sense was re- 
membered in the 17th c.) Cf. Higurnown. 

e510 Sir Rh. Guilfora’s Pilgrimage (Camden) 31 Cedron 
..in wynter..is meruaylously flowen with rage of water yt 
commyth with grete vyolence thrugh the vale of Josophat. 
21656 Ussuer Am. vi. (1658) 250 Being somewhat high 
flowen with wine, 1667 Mitton /. Z. 1. 50r Then wander 
forth the Sons Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. 
1725 Pore Odyss. 1. 292 Unseemly flown with insolence and 
wine. 1879 Burcurr & Lanc Odyss. 8 In such wise, flown 
with insolence, do they seem to me to revel. 

+12. Of the eyes: To become overfull, to fill 
of, with (tears, etc.). Obs. 

a@ 1225 Ancr. KX. 64 Al pe leor schal ulowen o teares, he 
seid. axr2z4o Wohunge in Cott. Hom. 283 Nu min herte 
mai to breke, min ehne flowen al o water. €1600 Suaks. 
Sonn, xxx, ‘Then can I drowne an eye (vn-vs'd to flow). 
¢ 1689 Prior 70 Lad. Buckhurst 19 Her eyes with tears no 
more will flow. 1710 Steete Tatler No. 235 P 3, I have 
often seen the old Man's Heart flow at his Eyes with joy. 

3. Of wine, etc.: To be poured out without 
stint; also fig. + In early use of wealth, etc. (after 
L. affluére): To abound. 

€ 1000 A es, Ps. \xi{i]. 11 [10] Peah pe eow wealan to wear- 
mum flowen, 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxii. 85 Sorowes and 
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heuynesses dyde flowe at her herte in grete haboundance. 
1667 Micron P. LZ. v. 633 Rubied nectar flows In pearl, in 
diamond, and massy gold, 1782 Cowrrr Charity 279 When 
thought is warm and fancy flows. 1817 Suettey Rev. 
/slam 1x. xvii. 2 Gold was scattered thro’ the streets, and 
wine Flowed at a hundred feasts. 

14, 70 flow with (+im, +of): to abound in, 
to overflow with. Nowrare exc. in Biblical phrase 
to flow with milk and honey (Wyclif and Mande- 
ville, following a barbarism of the Vulgate, use the 
vb. in this phrase as transitive). 

1382 Wyciir /xvod. iii. 8 A loond that flowith [1388 with] 
mylk and hony. 1388 — Zcc?. xi. 25 Who schal .. flowe in 
delicis as Y dide? cx1400 Maunpry. (Roxb.) xxx. 137, 
I sall giffe to 30w land flowande mylke and hony. 1539 
TAvVERNER Evasm, Prov. (1545) 53 Suche as flowe in worldly 
goodes. a1s92 H. Smirn Three Serm. (1624) 23 Christ 
so flowed now with Disciples, that [etc.]. 1678 Cupworrn 
Intell. Syst. 877 The Unjust and Ungodly, often flow in all 
kind of Prosperity. 1781 Gipson Decl. & J’. ILL. lii. 269 
A land flowing with milk and honey. 

15. zrans. To cover or fill with water; to flood. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. xxviii. 17 The proteccioun watris shul 
flowe. 1666 Evetyn AZewz, 8 May (1819) I. 386 Here 
I flowed the drie moate. 1712 Mortimer /H/xsh. 1. 
232 Watering..is scarce practicable, unless you have a 
Stream at hand to flowthe Ground. 1845 Jrud. Rh. Agric. 
Soc. VI. 1.274 Care being taken not to flow the land in 
summer where sheep are kept. 

b. ‘To cover with any liquid, as varnish or glaze, 
by causing it to flow over the surface. Also, ‘To 


allow (a film) to flow. 

1864 J. TowLer Svlver Sunbeant 144 The glass is filed, 
cleaned, and flowed with collodion, as before directed. 1889 
Anthony's Photogr. Bull. \\. 257 As if a very attenuated 
film of milk and water had been flowed over its surface. 

16. Of the tide: To overtake and surround (a 
person). dal. (See quots.) 

1735 DycuEe & Parpon, //ow, to come upon a Person or 
Thing greatly or hastily, like the Motion of Water when the 
‘Tide is coming in. 1875 Sussex Gloss. s.v., “If you doant 
mind you'll be flown in, one of these days.’ 1876 Whitéy 
Gloss. s. v., ‘They got flow’d on.” 

Hence Flow’er (flou,a1), AZetallurgy, a flow-gate 
(see Frow sd.1 9). 

1881 Wy.ir /70n-Hounding 50 The use of flo’ers or gates. 
Lbid. 66 According to the thickness of the part so should 
the size of the flow’er be. 

Flowage (flavédz). [f. FLow v.+-aer.] The 
act of flowing; the state of being flowed or flooded. 


In comb. fowage-line. 

1846 Worcester cites Witkins. 1884 J. G. PyLe in 
Tlarper’s Mag. Sept. 621/1 Flowage line [of a reservoir]. 

Flowede, obs. form of FLoop. 

Flowe(n, obs. pa. t. and pa. pple. of Fry. 

Flower (flavor, flau‘ar), sé. Forms: 3-4 flur(e, 
3-7 flour(e, 4-7 flowr(e, (4 flor, flowur, 6 flore, 
Sc. flouir, 7 floor), 5- flower, (8, 9 poet. flow’r). 
See also Fnourn. [ME. flowr, flur, a. OF. flour, 
Jur, flor (Fr. fleur) =Pr. flour, flor, Sp., Pg., and 
Olt. flor (It. fore) :—L. flor-em, los, f. Aryan root 
*bhlo-: sce BLow v.2 

1. A complex organ in phenogamons plants, com- 
prising a group of reproductive organs and its 
envelopes. In the popular use of the word, the 
characteristic feature of a flower is the ‘coloured’ 
(not green) envelope, and the term is not applied 
where this is absent, unless there is obvious resem- 
blance in appearance to what is ordinarily so called. 
In botanical use, a flower consists normally of one or 
more stamens or pistils (or both), a corolla, and a 


calyx; but the two last are not universally present. 

a1228 Ancr. R. 340 Pe treou also, opened ham & bringed 
ford misliche flures. 1382 Wyciir Yob xiv.2 As a flour goth 
out, and is totreden. 1g00-z0 Dunsar Poewrs )xiv. 10 Leif 
nor flour fynd could I nane of rew. 1594 BARNFIELD Acct. 
Sheph. 1. xxvi, Thou suckst the flowre till all the sweet be 
gone. 1672 W. Hucues lower Garden 31 Daffodils that 
have several Flowers on one Stalk. 1709 Porr /ss. Crit. 
498 Like some fair flow’r the early spring supplies. 1820 

Byron Mar. Fad. 1. ii, As faithless leaves drop from the 
o’erblown flower. 1845 LinpLey Sch. Bot. i. (1858) 13 
A flower, if complete in all its parts, consists of a calyx, 
a corolla, stamens, and a pistil, 1878 Browninc La Saistaz 
20 Flower that’s full-blown tempts the butterfly. 

Jig. a@1310 in Wright's Lyric P. 89 Thah thou be whyt 
ant bryth on ble, falewen shule thy floures. 1380 Wyctir 
Sel. Wks. II, 30 Cristen men ..Schal no flour schewe of 
virtu. c¢x491 Chast. Goddes Chyld. 9 A foule blindnes 
whiche. .dystroyeth the floures and the frutes of al goostly 
vertues. 1592 SHaks. Rom. §& Ful. u. ii. 122 This bud of 
Loue.. May proue a beautious Flower when next we meete. 
1759 Rutty Spiritual Diary (ed. 2) 140 An extract of some 
sweet flowers from the scriptures. 1841 ‘T'rENcH Paradles 
xii. (1877) 241 Righteousness, both in its root of faith and 
its flower of charity. 

b. In Bryology, extended to denote the growth 
comprising the reproductive organs in mosses. 

2. transf. a. The down or feathery seeds of the 


dandelion and thistle. ? Ods. 
1530 Patscr. 221/2 Floure of a tasyll that flyeth about all 
rounde, darbedien. 
+b. 2. The menstrual discharge; the menses ; 
=CatamMeEnta, Obs, [After F. leurs: but this is 
regarded by French scholars as a corruption of 
Jiueurs: see Fivon.} 
c1400 Re? Ant. 1, 190 A woman schal in the harme blede 
For stoppyng of hure flowrys. 1527 ANDREW Brusswyhe's 
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Distyll. Waters A iij, The same water .. causeth women to 
have her flowres, named menstruum, 1662-R. Marnew 
Unl. Alch. § 106 It helpeth the stopping of the Flowers. 
1741 in CHAMBERS Cyc/. 1859 ‘Topp Cycl. Anat. V. 666/2 
The French term ‘ fleurs’ and the English ‘flowers’ are now 
fallen into disuse. , 

ce. Anc. Chem. (fl., earlier stg. also in form 
flour): The pulverulent form of any substance, es. 
as the result of condensation after sublimation. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. xvi.1xxx. (1495) 579 Drieng 
and tempryng wyth vynegre it [leed] torneth in to whyte 
colour of floure of leed. 1641 Frencu Déstid/. v. (165) 164 
Which whitenesse is partly the floures of the Nitre. 1730 
Swirt Death & Daphne 25 Flow'r of sulphur powder'd well. 
1799 Med. Frni. 1. 162 The benzoic acid, is sufficiently 
known by the name of lowers of benzoine. 1822 Imison.Sc. 
& Art II, 114 ‘Vhese [white flakes] have been called flowers 
of Zinc. 1834 Grirrin Chem. Recreat, (ed. 3) 117 Flowers 
of benjamin, a substance obtained by sublimation from gum 
benzoin. 1854 J. ScorrerNn in O77’s Circ. Sc., Chent. 337 
Powdered sulphur is known in Commerce as flowers of 
sulphur. 

d. Applied to various fungoid growths ; a scum 
formed on wine, vinegar, etc. in fermentation. 
flowers of tan: a fungus (/2ligo) growing on tan 
heaps. 

1548 Tuomas Jtal. Gram., Fiocchi.. flowers of wine. 1600 
W. Vaucuan Direct. Health (1633) 128 The Cholericke 
humour is hot and fiery, bitter, and like unto the flowre of 
wine. 1668 PAz7. Trans, 21 Sept. 772 A somewhat moist 
and putrid matter .. which .. is called .. the Flower of this 
Substance [osteocolla]. 1675 CuarLeton Myst. Vintners 
15t Reserving the Froth or Flower of it, and putting the 
same into small Casks. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 263 The 
yellow plasmodia inside a tan-heap .. come to the surface, 
and then coalesce into the large bodies which are known as 
“flowers of tan’, 

3. A blossom considered independently of the 
plant, and esp. in regard to its beauty or perfume. 

c1275 Luue Kon 151 in O. FE. Misc. 97 Pu art swetture 
pane eny flur. c12z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 214/491 A fair Medwe 
he sai3 with swete floures. a@1300 Floviz & Bl. 434 Flures 
‘To strawen in pe maidenes bures. 1477 Kart Rivers 
(Caxton) Dictes 86 As the bees loue the swetest of the 
floures. 1508 DunBAR Gold. Targe 59 Als fresch as flouris 
that in May vp spredis. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VI//, tv. ii. 169 
Strew me ouer With Maiden Flowers. 1656 CowLry Axa- 
creontiqgues, Another Epicure, Beauteous Flowers, why do 
we spread, Upon the Mon’ments of the Dead? 1732 Pore 
Ep. Cobham 148 We. .justly set the Gem above the Flower. 

b. fig. (esp. as applied to a person.) 

a 1225 Ancr. R. 340 Uertus beod..swote smellinde flures 
ine Godes neose. @1310 in Wright Lyvic P. 93 Blessed be 
thou..Suete flur of parays. 1500-20 DuNBAR /oevs Ixxxv. 
to Aue Maria.. Haile, fresche flour femynyne!  1g92 
Snaks. Rom. & Fud.1. iii. 77 Nay-hee’s a flower, in faith 
a very flower. 1741 RicHarpson Pamela (1824) 1. 217 My 
wife told mea good deal of the beauties of your person; but 
I did not think we had such a flower in our country. 1847 
Tennyson Princess v. 86 And they will beat my girl Re- 
membering her mother: O my flower ! ' < 

e. pi. The bloom of certain plants used in Medi- 


cine (formerly also in Cookery). 

€ 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 29 ‘Vake Flourys of Vyolet, boyle 
hem. 1586 W. Baitey 2 77eat, Hye-sight (1633) 11 An 
ounce of the water of Rosemarie flowers. 1600 W. VAUGHAN 
Direct. Health (1633) 76 Halfe a handfull of the flowers of 
Camomill. 1652 Chamomel flowers [see CAMOMILE 2]. 

4. A flowering plant; a plant cultivated or 
esteemed for the sake of its blossoms. 

1500-20 Dunrnar Poems x. 41 Now spring vp flouris fra 
the rute .. Lay out 3our levis lustely. 1593 SHaxs. Lucr 
870 Unwholesome weeds take root with precious flowers. 
1667 Mitton 2. ZL. xt. 273 O flours That never will in other 
climate grow. 1725 Watts Logic I. vi. § 3 (1822) 99 If the 
blossom be of most importance we call it [the plant] a flower. 
1796 C. MarsHaLt Garden. xviii. (1813) 289 Flowers .. are 
classed into annuals, biennials and perennials. 

In the names of various plants, as + flower 
of Bristol, + flower (of) Constantinople, the 
nonsuch, Lychnis chalcedonica; flower of Jove 
(see quot.); flower of the night (See quot. 1665); 
flower of the sun = SUNFLOWER. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens i. viii. 157 /'los Constantinopolitanus, 
that is to say Floure Constantinople. 1597 Gerarpe Herbal 
11, cxix. § 5, 380 It is called..in English .. of some Flower 
of Bristowe, and Nonesuch. /é7d, ccxlvii. 612 Of the flower 
of the Sunne, or the Marigolde of Peru, 1665 Ray Flora 
1. xvii. 195 The Mervail of Peru..These flowers. .are to be 
seen late in evenings, or early in mornings, and therefore 
have been called the flowers of the night. 1672 W. Hucues 
Flower Garden 33 Flowers of the Sun, do commonly flower 
about August. /éd., Flower of Bristol, Champion or Non- 
such. 1840 Paxton Bot. Dict. 134 Flower of Jove, Lychnis 
SJios Fovis. ‘ 

5. The representation of a flower: a. in draw- 
ing, painting, and weaving. 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 23 Pe flurs pat beod idrahe pron fon a 
gerlaundesche]. a1300 Body § Soul 14 in Map's Poems 334 
‘Thi riche halles? I-peynted with so riche floures? 1303 
R. Brunne Hand, Syune 1413 Some were .. feyr peyntede 
wyth frute and floures. c1400 Row. Rose 891 Nought clad 
in silk was he But alle in floures, a@1400-50 Alexander 
1539 A vestoure to vise on of violet floures. 1830 TENNYSON 
Kecoll. Arab, Nts. xiv, Engarlanded and diaper’d With in- 
wrought flowers, a cloth of gold. 

b. Arch. 

1730-6 Baitey (folio), Flowers [in Architecture], represen- 
tations of some imaginary flowers, by way of crowning or 
finishing on the top of a dome. 1741 Cuampers Cycé., 
Flower of the capital, is an ornament..in form of a rose, 
in the middle of the sweep of the Corinthian abacus. 

e. Printing. (See quot. 1871.) 
1771 Luckombe //ist. & Art Print. 287 Flowers were the 
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first Ornaments which were used at the Head of .. pages. 
1779 FRanKtin Let/, Wks. 1889 VI. 427 Did they take all 
the letters, flowers, etc., etc., except the five cases of money 
types which you say the Congress have? 1838 TimpERLEY 
Printers’ Man. 62 Flowers are used for borders, 1871 
Rinewatr Amer. Encycl. Printing 172 Flowers, ornaments 
for embellishing chapter-headings, or forming tail-pieces to 
books. 1888 in Jacosit Printers’ Voc. 

d. =FLEUR-DE-LIS 2 and 3. ower of the winds : 
see quot. 1867. 

©1314 Guy Warw., (A.)(1887) 462 He. .hit him on pe helme 
so bri3t, That al be floures fel doun ri3t. 1352 Minor Poems 
1x. i, The flowres that faire war Er fallen in Fraunce. 1889 
W. Cunnincuam Cosmogr. Glasse 162 If the flower of the 
nedle be righte Northe from it.” 1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers 
I. viii. 393 The favourite Anglo-Saxon kind of ornament, 
called the ‘flower’, 1867 Smytu Sazlors’ Word-bk., Flower 
of the Winds, the mariner’s compass on maps and charts. 

e. + A flower-shaped branch or bowl of a candle- 
stick, Also, a piece of iron shaped like a fleur- 
de-lis. 

1s2t Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 128, I will that there be 
maid for every flowre of the candlestike a tapur of wod. 
1888 Sheffield Gloss., Flower, the piece of iron which fastens 
a vice to a table or bench. 

f. An artificial flower (as an ornament), 

1881 /d/ustr. Househ. Frni. Sept. 121/3 The most popular 
flowers just now for bonnet trimmings. .are made of velvet. 

6. An adornment or ormament; a_ precious 
possession, a ‘jewel’. 

1542-5 Brinktow Lament. g London beyng one of the 
flowers of the worlde as touchinge worldlye riches. 1606 
Suaxs, 77. §& Cr. 1. ii. 203 That's A®neas..heé’s one of the 
flowers of Troy. 1647 May Hist. Parl. 1, iii. 40 The 
nomination of any persons to those places, he will reserve to 
himself, it being a principal and inseparable flower of his 
Crown, 1677 YarrANTON Exg. Improv. 63 The Dutch 
robbed of one of their greatest Flowers, 1783-94 BLAKE 
Songs Innoc., Holy Thursday 5 O what a multitude they 
seem’d, these flowers of London town. 1855 MacauLay 
Hist. Eng. I11, 219 The power of pardoning ..a precious 
prerogative which .. even the Whigs allowed to be a flower 
properly belonging to the Crown. 

+b. phr. Zo bear, fang, have the flower (of): to 
gain the victory, to have preéminence (among), 
e1310 Pol. Songs (Camden) 248 Is Edward ded? Of 
Christendome he ber the flour! @1400-s0 Alexander 500 
And par pe floure in pe filde I fangid purge himselfe. Zézd. 
2603 For he pat folows hase pe floure* & he flees neuer, 
61435 Torr. Portugal 2595 Torent the floure away bare. 
+e. Virginity. Obs, 

@ 1300 Fall & Passion 52 in E. E. P. (1862) 14 Maid bere 
heuen king. . per for sso ne les no3t hir flure. 1393 Gowrr 
Conf, If. 334 O Pallas noble quene .. Help, that I lese 
eee my flour, 

. An embellishment or ornament (of speech) ; 


a choice phrase. rare in sing. 

1508 Dunzar Gold, Targe 117 Thare was Mercurius, wise 
and eloquent, Of rethorike that fand the flouris faire. 1533 
Upatt (#it/e) Flovres for Latyne Spekynge, selected and 
gathered oute of Terence. 1665 Boyte Occas, Re/. v. i. 
(7845) 298 Discourses not tricked up with Flowers of Rhe- 
torick. 1779 SHERIDAN Critic 1. i, Your occasional tropes 
and flowers suit the general coarseness of your style, as 
tambour sprigs would a ground of linsey-woolsey, 1819 
Moore Tom Cril’s Mem. (ed. 3) 41 Bob’s harangue, 
*Twas deuced fine .. All full of flowers. 1873 Dixon 7wo 
Queens III, xy. iii. 145 Ulrich von Hutten heard Italian 
orators smother them ‘in flowers of speech’. 

7. The choicest. individual or individuals among 
a number of persons or things; ‘the pick’. 

Llower of Chivalry, etc., may belong to this sense or to 9, 
according as the accompanying sb. is taken as adst”. or concr. 

e12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 257 Moder milde flur of alle, 
1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 433 Pe noble tour, Pat of all be tours 
of Engelond ys yholde flour. ?1370 Robt. Cicyle 50 He was 
of chevalrye the floure. 1508 Dunpar Poems iv. 50 The 
noble Chaucer, of makaris flouir. 1548 Hatt Chrom., Hen. LV 
(an. 1) 17 b, There wer slain the flower of all Loughdean. 
1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tint. 1017/2 They were the 
flowre .. of the Elect. 158x Mutcaster Positions xxxix. 
(1887) 197 Noblemen, which be the flowre of gentilitie. 1649 
Br. Hatt Cases Consc. 443 5. Ambrose, and S. Augustine 
(the flower of the Latine fathers) .. doe bitterly oppose it. 
1764 Mem. G. Psalmanazar 74 Yet I was always singled 
out as the flower of the flock. 1783 Watson PAédip [/1 1. 
(1839) 49 They had consented to his selecting the flower of 
the English forces. 1800-24 CamppetL Brave Noland vi, 
Roland, the flower of chivalry. 1847 Tennyson Princess 
v. 277, I take her for the flower of womankind. 1849 
Macautay Hist, Eng. II. 348 The London clergy, then 
universally acknowledged to be the flower of their profes- 
sion, held a meeting. : 

8. The best, choicest, most attractive or desirable 


part or product of anything, material or imma- 
terial; the essence, quintessence; also ‘the gist’ 


(of a matter), 

The earliest appearance of this sense in English is in the 
specific application now differentiated as FLour sé., q.v. 

1568 Titney Disc. Mariage A viij, Matromonie .. con- 
taineth the felicity of man’s life, the Flower of Friendship. 
1599 H. Burres Dyets drie Dinner N vy, Creame .. Flos 
lactis. Rightly so tearmed by the Latines, for it is the very 
flower of milke, as also butter is the flower of Creame. 1630 
R. Fohnson's Kingda. §& Commw. 35t The flower of gaine and 
emolument to this State. 1685 Baxter Paraph. N. T., 
Phil. iv. 4 That holy joy in the Lord is that Flower of 
Religion which all Christians should desire. a@173z Gay 
Fables, Man, Cat, Dog & Fly 124, 1 sip the tea’s delicious 
flower. 1837 CartyLe #7, Rev. III. mt. v, The flower of 
the matter is, that they are but nine; that they sit in 
secret. 1842 Tennyson £, Morris 69 ‘Vhrice-happy days ! 
The flower of each, those moments when we met. 1871 
Tynpatt Frag. Sc. (1879) H. it. 27 Here we have the 
flower and outcome of Newton's induction, 
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9. The brightest and fairest example or embodi- 
ment of any quality. Cf. Pink. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 213 Syre Wawein ys neueu, flour of 
corteysye. ¢1386 Cuaucer AZonk's 7, 107 In his tyme of 
strengthe he [Hercules] was the flour. ¢1450 Crt. of Love 
3, The floure of porte in womanhede, 1508 Dunpar Poems 
vii, 8x Prynce of fredom, and flour of gentilnes. xg8x 
Sipney Asty. § Stella xcix, Mornes messenger .. Cals 
each wight to salute the floure of blisse. xg92 SHaxs, 
Rom. & Ful. 1. v. 44 He is not the flower of curtesie. 1611 
Coryat Crudities 353 Cicero, Hortensius, Caesar, and those 
other selected flowers of eloquence. 1859 TENNYSON Elaine 
113 Lancelot, the flower of bravery. 

10. The state or condition of being in bloom or 
blossom ; in phrases 27 flower, +z (their) flowers. 

1697 DrypEen Vir. Georg. 1v. 209 His Limes were first in 
Flow'rs. 170x Lond. Gaz. No. 3697/4 Ranunculos’s, and 
Tulips, in their Flowers. 17xz Appison Sfect. No. 414 P 5 
An Orchard in Flower looks .. more delightful than .. the 
most finished Parterre. 

+b. ¢ransf. of birds, Obs. 

1607 TopsELt Serpents (1658) 654 Young birds. .are in their 
full flowre ere one be a ware. 1655 STANLEY Hist, Philos, 
I. (1701) 29/2 Cocks, Pheasants, and Peacocks .. are much 
more beautiful in their natural flower, 

11. Of persons: The period or state of ‘bloom’, 
vigour, or prosperity, a, The prime (of life), the 
bloom (of youth); es. in phrases, {7 youth's 

flowers, in the flower of one’s age. 

1508 Dunpar 7wa mariit wemen 170 A 30ung man ryght 
3aip, bot nought in 3outhfis] flouris. 1548 Hatt Chrox., 
fflen. IV (an. 13) 32 Taken prisoner and so remained in 
Englande .. till the flower of his age was passed or sore 
blemyshed. 1577 Nortuprooke Dicing (1843) 41 Let not 
the floure of life passe by us. 1647-8 CottEerELL Davila’s 
Hist. F’r. (1678) 4 In the first flower of his age. 1733 Porr 
lor. Sat. 11. i. 102 In flow’r of age you perish for a song ! 
1827 Scott Frn/.4 Aug., He is a man in the flower of life, 
about thirty, 1830 Tennyson Lady Clara ii, A simple 
maiden in her flower Is worth a hundred coats-of-arms. 
1863 Mary Howitr /. Bremer's Greece I. viii. 257 They 
were in the flower of youth and beauty. 

+b. The state or condition of greatest eminence, 
fame, prosperity, etc. Chiefly phr. 27 one’s flower(s. 
¢1380 Wyciir Serm. Sel. Wks, I. 316 Pe Emperour of 
Rome was panne in his flouris. c¢1386 CHaucer Kv?’s 7. 
2190 A man hath most honour To dyen in his excellence 
and flour. ?a@1500 Chester Pl. (E. E. T.S.) 434 Alas! now 
fallen is my flower! 1547-64 Bautpwin Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) 
2 In which time Asopus the orator was in his flower. 1550 
CoverpaLe Bk, Death 1, x). 158 Whyle a man is in his 
floures of health. 1665 J. Wrepp Stone-Heng (1725) 207 
Jeffery Monmouth was in his Flower Anno 1156. 
+e. Bloom or beauty. Ods. 

1608 Suaxs, Per. 11. ii, 96 See how she gins to blow Into 
life’s flower again ! 

12. Simple attrib., as fower-bed, -bell, -border, 
-court, -garden, -garland, -plat, -plot, -root, -sheath, 
-show, -spike, -stand, -stick, -time, -tree. 

1873 Loner, Wayside Inn, Landlord's T., Sir Christopher 
4t A modest *flower-bed thickly sown with sweet alyssum. 
1830 Tennyson /saéeZ iii, The stem, which else had fallen 
quite With cluster'd *flower-bells. 1712 J. James tr. Le 
Blond’s Gardening 36 A *Flower-Border. 1824 Miss Mir- 
FoRD Village Ser. 1. (1863) 234 She was. .delving and digging 
in her flower-border. 1828 /éid. Ser. 11. (1863) 25 Behind 
the house is an ample kitchen-garden, and before, a neat 
*flower-court. 1672 W. Hucues (2¢Ze), The * Flower-Garden. 
1841 Lane Arad. Nts. I. 96 The court resembled a flower- 
garden, 1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 997 3yf pou euer. 
Dedyst *floure gerlande or coroune To maké wommen to 
gadyr. 1796 Plain Sense Il. 49 The little *flower plat put 
forth its beauties. 1854 HawrHorne Zvg. Note-bks. (1870) 
II. 307 Suburban villas..with fancifully ornamented flower- 
plats before them, 1644 J. SERGEANT in Digby Wat. Bodies 
(7645) *2 a, Yours is a *Flower-plot pav’d by Truth's rich 
Gold. 1838 Tuirtwatt Greece III, xx. 140 A little flower- 
plot, the superfluous ornament of a rich man’s estate. 1664 
Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 208 Such Plants and *Flower- 
Roots as endure not well out of the Ground. 1824 Miss 
Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 241 Flower-roots, sundry boxes 
of books, a piano-forte. 1859 TENNYSON 277d 365 A blossom 
vermeil-white, That lightly breaks a faded *flower-sheath. 
1845 Mrs. Carty_r Zetzé. I. 316, I went..to a *flower-show 
in the Botanical Gardens. 1845 /lorist’s ¥rnl. 35 *Flower- 
spike from’ to 3 feet long. 1838 Lyrron Adice 125 [She] 
busied herself with a *flower-stand in the recess, 188r 
Youne Ev. Man his own Mechanic § 708 *Flower-sticks 
may be square or round, according to the fancy of the maker. 
1873 Symonps Grk, Poets v. 127 This was the *flower-time 
of the Aeolians, their brief and brilliant spring. c17x0 C. 
Fiennes Diary (1888) 142 All sort of Greens and “flower 
trees. 

b. objective, as fower-gatherer, -maker, -painter, 
-vendor ; flower-making, -painting, vbl. sbs. ; 
Jlower-bearing, -breeding, -infolding, -sucking adijs. 

1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 422 Graminez .. normally 
*flower-bearing (but sometimes also empty) glumes. 1891 
Daily News 4 Feb. 5/7 Behind the hearse there was a body 
of flower-bearing mutes. 1767 G.S. Carey {72J/s of Hybla x 
Over. .*flower-breeding vales, 1611 Sprep Theat. Gt. Brit. 
xliv. 87/1 So the *flower gatherer of Westminster recordeth. 
18zt SHELLEY Prometh. Und. 1. i, The *fower-infolding 
buds Burst on yon lightning-blasted almond-tree, 1809 
Han. More Celeds (ed. 3) I. 145 The street where the poor 
*flower-maker lived. 1884 Breck Drager's Dict. 130 Dyed 
feathers when used in *flower-making are.. apt to fade. 
171z SHartess. Charac. (1737) III. 349 Vhe mere *flower- 
painter is .. oblig’d to study the form of festons. 1854 
Farruouit Dict. Terms Art, *Flower-painting ..may be 
said to have asserted its proper place as an Art sv generts 
in the seventeenth century. x6z2x G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. 
XV. (1626) 313 *Flowre-sucking Bees. 1861 Crt¢. Life at 
Naples 1. 207 The beggars and “flower-vendors sought 
shady nooks, 


& 





FLOWER. 


e. instrumental,as fower-bespangled,-besprinkled, 
-crowned, -decked, -embroidered, -enamelled, -in- 
woven, -sprinkled, -strewn, -teeming adjs. 

1883 STEVENSON Silverado Sg. (1886) 20 Thicket, still 
fragrant and still *flower-bespangled. 185x Loncr. Gold. 
Leg. mt. Sg. in front Cathedral, It looks like a *flower- 
besprinkled meadow. 1606 SyivesterR Du Bartas u. iv. 
Magnif, 808 ‘The *flowr-crown'd People, swarming on the 
Green, 1870 Bryant //ad I. vin. 248 Bowls of wine 
flower-crowned, 1805 Worpsw. Prelude iv. (1888) 262/1, 
T had left a *flower-decked room, 1747 Lp. G. LytTELTON 
Monody v. 58 Sequester’d dales And *flower-embroider’d 
vales. 1603 Drayton Bar. Wars v. xviii, Along the *flow’r 
enamell’d vales The silver ‘Trent..doth slide. 1629 Mitton 
Nativity 187 With *flower-inwoven tresses torn The nymphs 
in twilight shade of tangled thickets mourn. 1859 Gro. 
Euior A. Bede 13 The scythe being whetted makes us cast 
more lingering looks at the *flower-sprinkled tresses of the 
meadows. 1847 Mary Howirr Bad/ads etc. 363 The *flower- 
strewn earth is wondrous fair, 1838 Miss Parpor River & 
Desert 11. 43 A *flower-teeming land. 

d. parasynthetic and similative, as fower-faced, 
-like, -shaped, -soft, -witse adjs.; flower-like, -wise 
advs, 

188r Rita My Lady Coguette 1. iii, He glances down at 
the slim, *flower-faced maiden. 1604 RowLanps Looke 40 
it 47 *Flower-like they wither and decay. 1846 EL.is 
Llein Marb, 1, 28 Surmounted by a flower-like ornament. 
1836-7 Topp Cyc/. Anat. I. 4144/1 Tubes, ending in *flower- 
shaped capsules. 1606 SHaks. Ant. §& CZ. 1. ii. 215 The 
Silken Tackle, Swell with the touches of those *Flower-soft 
hands, 1865 SwinsurNE A/a/anta 213 [Grief shall come] 
*F lower-wise upon the old root of tears brought forth. 

18. Special comb.; flower-animals, a book- 
name for the Anthozoa; flower-book, a book in 
which (a) drawings of flowers are made; (0) col- 
lected flowers are preserved; flower-bug, U..S., 
the popular name of various small hemipterous 
insects which frequent the blossoms of flowering 
plants, as the species of Anthocoris (Cent. Dict.) ; 
flower-cup, (a) the calyx; (4) the cup-shaped 
receptacle formed by a flower ; flower-fence, the 
plant Poinciana pulcherrima; flower-girl, a girl 
who sells flowers; flower-head, an inflorescence 
consisting of a close cluster of sessile florets; 
flower-honey (see quot.) ; flower-knot, a small 
flower-bed arranged in a pattern; flower-leaf, a 
petal; flower-pecker, (a) a name for birds of the 
family Dicwzde; (6) ‘an American honey-creeper 
or guitguit of the family Carebide’ (Cent. Dict.) ; 
flower-piece, (a) a picture with flowers for its 
subject; (6) an arrangement of flowers; flower- 
stalk, the peduncle supporting the flower or flower- 
head; flower-water, distilled water containing the 
essential oil of flowers; flower-work, a represen- 


tation of flowers in weaving, carving, etc. 

1840 F. D. Bennett Whaling Voy. 1. 177 The elegant 
*flower-animal, Déazoma, is found on the barrier-reef. 1846 
Dana Zooph. i. (1848) 7 The forms of life under consideration 
..are appropriately styled flower-animals. 1753-4 SHEN- 
stone Poet, Wks. (1854) 137 (¢2¢2e) Written in a *flower 
book of my own colouring. 1857 THorrau Maine IW. 
(1894) 277, 1 used some thin and delicate sheets of this bark 
..in my flower-book, 1756 P. Browne Yamaica 140 The 
*flower-cups are cut into four deep segments at the margin. 
1860 Tyas Wild Fl. 41 The flower cup consists of two 
obtuse lips. 1786 Rrees Cycl., Barbadoes *flower-fence, 
poinciana .. is planted in hedges, to divide the lands in 
Barbadoes, from whence it had the title of flower-fence. 
1882 J. Smitu Dict. Econ. Plants, Flower-fence, a name 
in India for Cesalpinia (Poinciana) pulcherrima, 1789 
Mrs. Piozz1 Fourn. France 1. 236 *Flower-girls with 
baskets. 1889 7adlet 3 Aug. 167 There are two classes 
of flower-girl—the day-sellers and the night-sellers. 1845 
Linptey Sch. Bot. i. (1858) 12 The */flower-head, when 
all the flowers are sessile upon a broad plate..as in the 
Daisy. 1577 B. Goock Heresbach’s Husd. ww. 184 There 
is three sortes of Hony, the best kinde is that which 
is called ..*flowre Hony, made in the springtime. 160r 
Hotianp Pliny I. 316 Floure-honey. 1770 ARMSTRONG 
Misc. 11. 142 The sweet green. .is the predominant colour ; 
while the gaudy flowers..are carelessly interspersed. This 
is infinitely more pleasing and beautiful than .. a *flower- 
knot. 1893 S. Z. Worc. Gloss., Flower-knot, a small flower 
bed. 1727 Batey vol. II, Difetalous Flower ..is that 
which has two *Flower Leaves. 1860 Otiver Less. Bot. 
(1873) 4 Whether it be green, as are foliage-leaves, or 
coloured, as are flower-leaves. 1885 H. O. Forses Wad. 
Wand. E. Archip. vi. 212 Little flocks of the small green 
*Flower-pecker (Zosterops). @ 1784 Jonnson /V&s. (1816) I. 
334 A room hung with *flower-pieces of her own painting. 
1789 Pitkincton View Derbysh. 1, 415 Three inches of its 
*flowerstalk may be seen above the surface, 1886 U. S. 
Consular Rep. No. Ixviii. 581 *Flower waters are produced 
by ordinary distillation, in which the flowers are boiled 
with water in large alembics, 1601 Hoiranp Péiny I. 228 
Robes .. wrought thick with *floure-worke, resembling 
poppies. 1848 Rickman Archit. 211 ‘The benches. - present 
in their ends and fronts, combinations of panelling and 
flower-work. 1865 E. Burritt Walk to Lanad’s End 193 It 
is a pity. .such flower-work [lace] should be so poorly paid. 

Flower (flawo1), v. Forms: 4-7 flour(e, 5-7 
flowr, (5 flore), 6- flower. [f. prec. sb. Cf. 
OF. flortr (mod.F. fleurir), L. SJlorére.| ; 

1. zztr. To bloom or blossom; to come into 
bloom, produce flowers. Ofa flower: To expand, 
open, 

13.. K. Adis. 2904 Pe medes floureb, be foules syngeb. 
13.. E. E. Allit, P. A. 270 A rose, Pat flowred and fayled 
as kynd hit gef. 1393 Gower Conf. II. 266 i drie 
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braunche..which anon gan floure and bere. c¢1440 Provip. 

-arv. 168/t Flowryn. 1578 Lyte Dodoens vy. \xxx. 651 
The vine flowreth in high and base Germanie..about the 
beginning of June. 1672 Grew Anat. Plants, Idea Philos. 
Hist. (1682) § 14 Plants, which flower all the Year. 1712 
Appison Sect. No. 418 » 8 His Rose-trees, Wood-bines 
and Jessamines may flower together, 1842 N. B, Warp 
Closed Cases Pi, iii. (1852) 51 All these [plants] flowered 
well. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets vy. 128 Olive-groves.. 
where the cyclamen and violet flowered with feathery 


maiden-hair, 
b. fig. Also with out. + To flower off: (of 


reflexions) to arise spontaneously in the treatment 


of a subject. 

ax2z25 Ancr. R. 340 Mi vlesch is iflured & bicumen al 
neowe. ¢€1374 Cuaucer Axel. §& Arc. 306 Your chere 
floureth, but tte wol not sede. 1642 More Song of Soul 
lI, 111. xxxviil. 1 Whose drooping phansie never flowred 
out. 1644 Mitton Zduc. Wks. (1738) I. 135 If you can 
accept of these few Observations which have flowr'd off. 
1846 LAaNpor Jmag. Conv. Wks. II. 34 The thorny and 
bitter aloe of dissension required less than a century to 
flower on the steps of your temple. 1859 HawTHorRNE 
Marb, Faun xxxiv. (1883) 358 The mediaval front of the 
cathedral, where the imagination of a Gothic architect had 
long ago flowered out indestructibly. 1885 CLopp AZyths 
& Dr. it. i. 146 The germs of those capacities which .. have 
flowered in the noblest and wisest of our race. 

c. trans. (causatively). To cause (a plant) to 

bloom; to bring into blossom or flower. 

1850 /Jovist Mar. 66 They winter better in the pots they 
were flowered in. 1887 Barinc-GouLp Gold. Feather xii, 
Azaleas which were..put under glass and flowered. 


+2. ¢vansf. Of beer and wine: a. To froth, 


mantle. Ods. 

1382 Wycur Prov. xxiii. 31 Ne beholde .. the win, whan 
it floureth, 1530 Patser. 552/2 This ale floureth better ina 
good drinkerseye. a@1592 GREENE & LopcE Looking Glasse 
Wks. (Rtldg.) 127/2 All Nineveh hath not such a cup of ale, 
it flowers in the cup. 1694 Wesrmacorr Script. Herd. 22 
It makes beer to mantle, flower, and smile at you. 1750 
W. Ets Country Housewife's Fam, Contp. 187 If a little 
wheat-bran is boiled in our ordinary beer, it will cause it to 
mantle or flower in the cup, when it is poured out. 

++b. To become turbid. Ods. 

1682 Art § Myst. Vintners wv. §17 Rack [sack] into another 
Cask, and it will not then flower nor be ill-conditioned, 

+e. trans. To spice (wine). Obs. 

1682 Art § Myst. Vintners 1. § 28 To flower a Butt of 
Muskadine. 

+3. zntr. To be in or attain the ‘flower’ or 
height of one’s beauty, fame, or prosperity (also 
with “f); to prosper, be distinguished ; to thrive 
or be distinguished zz, of or wth (a specified 
thing); to abound; =F LourIsH v. 3, 4. Ods. 

1340 Ayend, 28 Ase ine yere bet wel floureb ine guode. 
€1374 CuHaucer Soeth., v. pr. v. 131 Forto dwellen in hys 
Citee and flouren of rychesses. c1430 LypG. Bochas t. viii. 
(1544) 12 b, While he floured in his worthines He toke 
a wyfe of excellent fayrenes. /did. 1. iv. (1544) 8 Flouryng 
up in her tender age This sayd Isis so pleasaunt was and 
mete, 1494 Fapyan Chron. v. cxl. § 125 In this tyme 
flowryd Hermafreditus. 1513 BrapsHaw St. Werburge 1. 
327 This Redwalde had .il. sones flourynge in chyualrye. 
1531 E1yor Gov. 1. xi, That noble clerke of Almaine, which 
late floured, called Agricola. 

+4. trans. To adorn or cover with or as with 
flowers or a flower; to decorate; to serve as a 


decoration for, Also with over. Ods. 

1577-8 Ho.insHEeD Chyon. (1808) 1V. 870 He.. floured the 
top of the castell of Dublin with the archrebels head. 1630 
R. Fohnson’'s Kingd. and Commw, 290 The Chambers are 
flowerd with coloured Marbles, and garnished. 1645 
Ruruerrorp Tryal & Tri, Faith (1845) 11 Christ, who 
perfumeth and flowereth heaven with his royal presence. 
c16530 Robin Hood & Three Squires 66 in Furniv. Percy 
Folio 1. 18 Thou shalt be the first man shall flower this 
gallow tree. 179r W. Bartram Carolina 161 Its thick 
foliage ..is flowered over with large milk-white fragrant 
blossoms. 

5. ‘To embellish with figures of flowers or a floral 
design ; to work flowers upon. 

16.. Young Tam Lane iii. in Child Ballads 1. (1884) 352/x 
I'll away to Carterhaugh, And flower mysell the gown. 
1699 Damprer Voy II. 1. 61 The Pelongs and Gaws, are.. 
either plain or flower'd. 1741 Ricuarpson Pawzela (1824) 
I. xix. 30 Mrs. Jervisshewed my master the waistcoat Iam 
flowering for him. 1838 Miss Mirrorp in 7azt’s Mag. V. 
165 The form of a heather sprig suggested an apron that 
she was flowering. 1857 Mrs. Cartyte Lett. 11. 377 Ann 
flowered me a most lovely collar. 

transf. and jig. 1853 M. Arnotpo Poems, Sohrab &§ 
Rustum, The frost flowers the whiten’d window-panes. 1882 
Brackmore Christowell I. iv. 37 Many sweet beauties. . 
flower the skirts of the desolate moor, 

b. zntr. Of silver alloyed for use as coin: To 
assume the appearance of being marked with figures 


of flowers. See FLOWERED J//. a. 3b. 

1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. 2. Ind. 11, xxxvi. 42 Rupee 
Silver .. will bear twenty-eight per ent. of Copper-alloy .. 
and if it flowers, it passes current. 

Flowerage (flaurédz). [f. FrowEr sd. and 
v.+-AGEl, Cf, OF. fleurage.] 

+1. (See quot.) Ods. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury, u. 115/2 Flowerage is the 
setting of sorts of Flower together, in husks, and so to hang 
them up with strings ‘Hence 1706 in Puituirs (ed. Kersey) ; 
and in later Dicts.]. 6 

2. a. Flowers collectively, blossom; a display 
or assemblage of flowers; floral ornament or decora- 
tion. /i¢. and fig. b. The process of flowering; 
the result of this process. /#¢. and fig. 
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1831 J. Witson Unimore vi. 9 Never..the goats..On such 

rofusion of wild flowerage browsed, 1840 CarLyLe Heroes 
iii, (1858) 261 This glorious Elizabethan Era with its Shak- 
speare, as the outcome and flowerage of all which had pre- 
ceded it. 1864 TENNYSON Aydmer's F. 203 ‘The flowerage 
That stood from out a rich brocade. 1880 Swinpurne Stud. 
in Song 78 The zone of their flowerage [sea-weed] that 
knows not of sunshine and snow. 1887 W. Pater /mag. 
Portraits iv. 144 A wonderful flowerage of architectural 
fancy..passed over and beyond the earlier fabric. 


Flowered (flauid), ff/. a. [f. FLoweEr sd, 
and v.+-ED1, 2.] 

1. Having flowers; covered with flowers or 
blossoms; adorned or decked with flowers. 

c1380 Will. Palerne 757 Pat [appel] tre so fayre was 
floured & so ful leued. 1389 in Lng. Grlds (1870) 30 Yey.. 
schullen offeren to floured candelys a-forn seynt Willyams 
toumbe. 1523 Firzuers. //usd. § 20 Hawdod hath..v. or 
syxe braunches, floured in the toppe. 1601 WEEVER JZi7rr. 
Mart. v1. ii. These Nimphs of Ashdon forrest neuer haunted 
Medways flour’d banks, 1832 Tennyson Miller's Dau. 112 
I came, and lay Upon the freshly-flower’d slope. 

b. Bearing flowers (of a specified kind or number), 

1592 Breton Piler. Parad. xxxiii(Grosart) I. 8 He. .faire 
flourd weedes, as poison foule refused. 1753 CHAMBERS Cyc/. 
Supp., Poinciana..Purple-flowered acacia. 1776 WITHERING 
Brit. Plants (1796) 11. 157 Calyx 6 or 8-flowered. 1842 
Tennyson Godiva 63 She saw The white-flower’d elder- 
thicket. 1877-84 F. E. Hutme W7ld #7. p. v, Peduncle 
axillary, one or two-flowered. 

In flower or bloom. Ods. 

1633 P. Frercuer Purple Js/. v1. \xviii, The early Violet 
. spreading his flour’d purple to the skies. 1787 Generous 
Attachm. 1V. 170 A bed of flowered asparagus, 

3. Embellished with figures of flowers, or with 


flower-like patterns. 

1592 SHAks. Rom. §& Ful. u. iv. 64 Why then is my Pump 
well flower’d. 1663 Drypen Wild Gallant wi. ii, Your 
gown .. flowered satin. 1742 Mrs. Penparves in Sydney 
Eng. in 18 C. 1. 98 Very handsome flowered silks shaded 
likeembroidery, 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 11. 172 Polished 
stones, embossed and elegantly flowered. 1812-6 J. SmitH 
Panorama Sc. & Art I. 151 Some of the later perpendicular 
buildings have much less flowered carvings. 1825 Hone 
LEvery-day Bk, 1, 967 Flowered Indian gowns. 

b. Flowered stlver: see quot. 1886, 

1727 A. Hamitton New Acc, E. Ind, 11. xxxvi. 43 Tho’ it 
(Silver] be not flower’d, it must go off in all his Payments, 
but from any Body else it may be refused if it is not 
flower'd. 1886 Yute & Burnett Gloss. Anglo-Ind., Flowered- 
Szlver, a term applied by Europeans in Burma to the 
standard quality of silver..'The term is taken from the 
appearance of stars and radiating lines, which forms on the 
surface of this particular alloy, as it cools in the crucible. 

ce. Her. =FLEURY. 

1739 J. Coats Dict. Her. (ed. 2) s.v. Flory, All Things 
Flower'd, or Flory, in Arms, respect only the French Lilly, 
or Fleur de Lys. 

Flowerer (flaueraz). [f. FLower v,+-ER1.] 
A person or thing that flowers. 

1. A plant that flowers in some specified way or 
at some specified season. 

1851 Genny Handbk. Fi. Gard. 194 These Chrysanthe- 
mums .. being abundant flowerers. 1882 Garden 21 Jan. 
34/1 Auriculas are spring flowerers. 

2. (See quot.) 

1865 E. Metryarp Life ¥. Wedewood 1. 234 Women, 
called flowerers, who .. incised by faint lines flowers... or 
grotesque imitations of Chinese pagodas [etc.]. 

Also 4 


Floweret (flaurét). Chiefly oer. 
flourette, 6—7 flouret, 7-8 flowret. [f. FLowER 
sh. 4+-ET, Cf, Fuorer.] A small flower. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 891 For nought y-clad in silk was he, 
But al in floures and flourettes. 1590 Suaxs. Ads. N. 1. 
i. 60 That same dew. .Stood now within the pretty flouriets 
eyes. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. v. 379 The Silvan Lodge .. With 
flourets deck’t. 1782 V. Knox #ss, (1819) 11. cxvil. 292 The 
charms of a tree or a flowret. 1838 Loncr. Reaper § 
Flowers iv, My Lord has need of these flowerets gay. 1873 
Geixiz Gt. [ce Age xxx. 423 In arctic regions the short 
summer brings into bloom a number of pretty flowerets. 

Jig. 1753-4 Suenstone Poet, Wks. (1854) 138 Let Art and 
Friendship’s joint essay Diffuse their flowerets in her way. 

Flowerful (flaueiftil), a. [f. Frowmr sd, + 
-FuL.] Abounding in or filled with flowers. 

1848 in Craic. 1865 Swinpurne Poems § Ball., A Match 
5 Blown fields and flowerful closes. 1887 Mrs. Compron 
Reape Maid o Ali? 1, i, 2 A chestnut or two towering up 
straight and flowerful. 

+ Flow’er-ge‘ntle. Ods. [f. Frowrr sd. + 
GENTLE @,; app. in imitation of the Fr. name fleur 
noble. No \'r.*fleur gentilleis known.] =FLORAMOR. 

31561 Grant of Arms to Dr. Caius in Willis & Clark 
Cambridge (1886) I. 179 Crest: a dove..with a flower gentle 
inhis mouth, 1578 Lyre Dodoens 1. xviii. 168 These pleasant 
.-floures are called..in Inglish floure Gentill, Floramor, & 
Purple veluet floure. 1630 W. T. Fustif. Relig. Professed 
v. 36 Of Flower-gentle whose beauty and colour doth not 
fade nor wither away. 1783 AinswortH Lat. Dict. 
(Morell) 1, Flower gentle, or flower amour, *.4maranthus 
purpurenus. 

lowering, 7/. sb. _[f. FLowmr v, + -1NG1.] 
1. The action of the vb. FLower in various senses. 
a. The putting forth of flowers or blossom; 
coming into flower, blooming. 

1629 Parkinson (¢//Ze) Paradisus in Sole..or a choise 
Garden of..Flowers, with their Nature, place of Birth, 
time of flowring [etc.]. 1865 Kincstey Herew. xv. 185 She 
regretted the lengthening of the days and the flowering of 
the primroses. 1882 Garden 21 Jan. 34/1 Any dwarf growing 
annuals would also answer for a second flowering. 

Jig. 1865 M. Arnotp Lss. Crit. iv. 119 She placed her 
whole joy in the flowering of this gifted nature, 








FLOWERY. 


b. The action of adorning with flowers, or with 


figures of flowers. 

1739 J. Coats Dict. Her. (ed. 2) s.v. Flory, Fleury, Flory, 
Fleurty, Floretty .. signify different Ways of Flowering. 
1848 Craic, Flowering. .the act of adorning with flowers, 

2. concr. or quasi-concr. +a. collect. Blossoms. 
+b. Effervescence; frothiness. +c. Efflorescence 
or superficial growth. d. /, Figures of flowers. 
e. (See quot. 1867). 

1300 Cursor M. 10726 (Cott.) pis wand suld fluring bere 
pat suld o rote o iesse spring. 1626 BAcon Sy/va § 312 The 
Spirits. .become Dull, and the Drinke dead, which ought to 
haue a little Flouring. 1634 T. Jonnson Parry's Chirurg. 
i. ili, 88 A certaine drie flouring, or production of the true 
skinne. 1864 Car.tyLe /redk. Gt, (1865) IV. xit. vii. 171 His 
dressing-gown, a grand yellow silky article with silver 
flowerings. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Flowering, 
the phenomenon observed usually in connection with the 
spawning of fish, at the distance of four leagues from shore. 
The water appears to be saturated with a thick jelly, filled 
with the ova of fish. 

3. attrib, 

1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. xv1. 31 Pe flesshe is a fel wynde, 
and in flourynge-tyme pene lykyng and lustes so loude he 
gynneth blowe, 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 300 Primula 
scotica..has three flowering seasons. 1879 O. W. Hotmes 
Motley i. 5 The..‘ flowering time of Authorship’. 


Flowering (flauerin), //. a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG2,] That flowers, in various senses. 
1. a. That is in bloom; b. that bears flowers or 


blossoms. 

&. 1592 WyrLey Armorie 143 Worldly triumphs are like to 
flowering gras. 1697 DrypEn V’irg. Georg. 1. 272 Mark well 
the flowring Almonds in the Wood. 

b. 1745 Br. Pococke Descy. East (1889) II. 14x Clumps of 
evergreen and flowering plants. 1818 Miss Mitrorp in 
L’Estrange Z7/e II. xi. 30'Vhe luxury of that fresh, growing, 
perfume, a flowering shrub in full bloom. 1872 OLIvER 
Elem, Bot. 1. v. 53 Each flower [of Wheat] is enclosed be- 
tween a flowering-glume and a pale. 1884 Rita Vivienne 
1.i, A broad white road..bordered.. by flowering chestnuts. 

ce. Often in plant-names; as /Vowering ash, box, 
currant, fern, etc. (see the sbs.). 

+2. Flourishing, vigorous; that is in one’s bloom 
or prime. lowering age, life, youth: the bloom 
or prime of age, life, or youth. Ods. 

c 1400 Kom. Rose 6259 The gode thought and the worching, 
That maketh religioun flowring. a1450 /ysshynge with 
Angle (1883) x A glad spirit maket a flowryng age. 1558 
Puarr Aneid vu. Vij b, The bodies twayne Of Almon, 
flouring lad, and good Galesus fouly slayne. 1586 WARNER 
Alb, Eng.u.x.4t The one was in her flowring age, the other 
too too old. 1891 SHaxs.1 //en, VJ, u. v. 56 ‘Vhat cause.. 
that..hath detayn'd me all my flowring Youth, Within a 
loathsome Dungeon. 162t Burton Anat, Aled. m1, iii, m1. 
(1651) 327 ’Tis no dishonour ,.for a flouring man, City, or 
State to come to ruine, 

3. Covered with or abounding in flowers or 
figures of flowers; =FLoWERY. Also, pertaining 


to or issuing from flowers. 

1593 SHaks. 2 Hen. V/, ut. i. 228 The Snake, roll’d in 
aflowring Banke. 1642 H. More Song: of Sou 1.1. lvii, This 
floting flouring changeable array. 1667 Mitvon P. Z. v. 
293 Groves of Myrrhe, And flouring Odours, 1871 R. Extis 
Catullus \xi. 91 A flowering Garden, trimm’d for a lord's 
delight. 


+Flow‘erist. 

= F LorIst. : 

1694 Westmacort Script. Herb, 181 Saffron. .hath many 
kindred ..which are propagated in the Gardens of curious 
Flowerists, 1708 Lowa. Gaz. No. 4479/8 Charles Blackwell, 
Seedsman and Flow'rist. 1713 J. Periver in PAz2. Trans. 
XXVIII. 206 A French Flowerist first communicated this 
to Cornutus. 

Flowerless (flaueslés), a [f. as prec. + 
-LESS.]_ Without flower or bloom; spec. in Zot., 
Jlowerless plant =CRYPTOGAM, 

a1soo Chaucer's Dreme 1860 An herbe he brought, 
flourelesse, all greene. 1806 J. GranAmME Birds Scot. 99 
Lays his silvered head upon the flowerless bank. 1835 
Linptey Jztrod. Bot. (1848) II. 88 The Antherids of 
Flowerless plants. 

b. Unadorned with flowers. 

1892 M. Fieip Sight § Song 86 Three virgins, flower- 
less, slow of step. 1895 Pald Mail Mag. Mar, 403 ‘Vhe 
room had a bleak flowerless look. 

Hence Flow’erlessness, the condition or quality 
of being flowerless. 

1855 in Ocitvie Sfp. 1895 A. Austin in Blackw. Mag. 
Nov., 641/2 Another apologist for the flowerlessness of Irish 
peasant dwellings. : 

Flower-pot, flowerpot (flaue"1ppt). 

1. A vessel, most commonly of red earthenware 
and slightly tapering downwards, to contain soil in 
which flowers may be planted. 

1598 Forio s. v. Gvasta, Flowerpots or lillypots. 1692-3 
Queen's Coll, Acc. in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) IIT. 
385 A Blew flower-pott for the Parlour. 1780 Coxe Russ. 
Disc. 223 An open gallery, adorned on both sides with flower- 
pots. 1856 Mrs. CartyLe Le/t¢. IL. 288, 1 brought two live 
plants in flower-pots. 

2. (See quot.) 

1842 Francis Dict. Arts, Flower Pot, a particular kind 
of fire-work, that when ignited throws out a fountain of 
vivid spur-shaped sparks, 

Flowery (flaueri), a. [f. Fuower sd. + -¥1.] 

1. Abounding in or covered with flowers; pro- 
ducing flowers. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. A. 57, 1 felle vpon pat floury fla3t. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, wv, metr, vi. 111 (Cambr. MS) The 


Obs, [f. FLOWER sd. + -187.] 


FLOWING. 


floury 3er [orig. Zorifer annus). c1586 C’ress PemBRoKE 
Ps, xc. iti, The wicked grow Like fraile, though flowry 
grasse. 1590 Suaxs. AZzds. N. 1. i. 1 Come, sit thee downe 
vpon this fowry bed. 1630 Mitron Song May Morn., The 
flowery May, who from her green lap throws ‘The yellow 
cowslip. @175t Doppripce Hymns (1758) 38 The flow’ry 
Spring at thy Command Embalms the Air. 1781 Cowrer 
Retirement 179 The fruits that hang on pleasure’s flowery 
stem, 1808 J. Bartow Columb. 1. 91 No more thy flowery 
vales I travel o’er. 

b. In plant-names, 
FLOWER. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens ww. vi. 554 The thirde kinde is called 
..In English, Flowrie Cole, or Cypres Colewurtes. 1853 
G. Jounston Lot. E. Borders 171 Chenopodium bonus 
fHenricus, Flowery-Docken. 

+2. Flourishing, vigorous, Ods.—! 

a1420 Hoccreve De Reg. Princ. 877 Now age unorne 
away puttethe favour, That floury youthe in his cesoun 
conquerde, . 

3. Composed of flowers; having the nature of 
flowers ; proceeding from or characteristic of flowers. 

1635-56 CowLey Davideis 1. 236 Neighbring Hermon 
sweated flowry dew. 1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche xix. 
ecxl, Herby and floury Gallantry combine Their fairest 
powers to make her [Earth's] mantle fine. 1712 Pore Ef. 
Miss Blount 65 As flow'ry bands in wantonness are worn. 
1727-46 ‘THOMSON Sxsner 212 The flowery race .. their 
new-flushed bloom resign. 179r Mrs. Rapciirre Rome, 
forest i, She viewed the flowery luxuriance of the turf. 
1856 Kane Arct. Lx, I. xxi. 266 The first warm snows.. 
enshrine the flowery growths. 


4.. dial. (See quot.) 

1674-91 Ray WV. C. Words, Flowry, florid, handsom, fair, 
of a good complexion. 1787-90 in Grose Province. Gloss. 
1838 in HoLLoway Dict. Provine. 

8. Ornamented with figures of flowers or floral 
designs. 

1667 Mitton ?. ZL. x1, 881 As a flourie verge, to binde 
The. .skirts of that same watrie Cloud. 1725 Pore Odyss. 
111. 596 O’er his fair limbs a flowery vest he threw. 1865 
Dickens Mut. Fr.1. v, There was a flowery carpet on the floor. 

6. Abounding in flowers of speech; full of fine 


words and showy expressions, florid. 

1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. ut. i. 83 Thinke you I can 
a resolution fetch From flowrie tendernesse? 1737 Pore 
Hor. Ep. i. i. 146 And every flowery courtier writ romance. 
1767 Sir W. Jones Seven Fount. Poems (1777) 43 Bowers 
which oft in flowery lays..Arabian poets praise. 1784 Bacr 
Barham Downs \. 275 Certain flowery gentlemen, who told 
us, in very pretty language .. that [etc.]. 1824 Syp. Smiru 
Wks. (1867) II. 191 The answer..was plain and practical ; 
not flowery. 1879 Dixon ]Vindsory Il. xvi. 176 A man of 
flowery tongue. 

7. Her, = FLEURY. 

1681 T. Jorpan London's Foy g A Double Treasure 
flowry Counter flowry Mars. 177x Kimper & JoHNSON 
Baronetage Eng. I. 387 Flowery. This word signifies 
flowered, or adorned with the French lily. 

8. Comb., as fowery-hirtled, -mantled. 

1621 G. SANpys Ovid's Met. 1. (1626) 32 She..makes The 
flowry-mantled Earth her happy bed. 1634 Mitton Comus 
254 Amidst the flowery-kirtled Naiades. 1810 Associate 
Minstr, 75 The flowery-mantled Spring. 

Hence Flow'erily adv., in a flowery manner. 


Flow'eriness, the quality of being flowery. 

1730-6 in Battery (folio), Floweriness. 1783 Buair Lect. 
I, xx. 422 That agreeable floweriness of fancy and style. 1821 
New Monthly Mag. 11, 176 The floweryness and green over- 
growth of the past season. 1886 Pal? Mad/ G. 31 Dec. 4/2 
The critical judgment so flowerily expressed. 1890 Zeszfle 
Bar Mag. July 440 All the neighbourhood, he remarked, 
flowerily, was talking. .about Miss Arden’s tulip-beds. 

Flowing (flavin), vd/. sd. [f. Fuow uv + -1Ne1,] 

1. The action of the vb. FLow in various senses. 

950 Lindisf, Gosp. Matt. ix. 20 Wif Siu blodes flouing 
sedolade tuelf uinter. c1440 Prop. Parv. 168/1 Flowynge 
of be watur, fuxrus. c148g Caxton Sonnes of Aymnion 
XxvVili. 589 Soo grete a flowynge and gaderynge of the people. 
1585 Jas. I. Zss. Poeste (Arb.) 54 They obseruit not Flovv- 
ing, nor eschewit not Ryming in termes, 1642 Howe. 
For, Trav. 42 We must have perpetuall ebbings and flow- 
ings of mirth and melancholy. 1704 Swirr 7. Z'b v. (1709) 
77 The happy turns and flowings of the author's wit. 1705 
Appison /taly 513 The..Flowings in of the Holy Spirit. 
1807 J. KE. Smitu Phys. Bot, 63 ‘This great motion, called 
the flowing, ofthe sap. 1853 Sir H. Douctas M/ilit. Bridges 
2 The flowing of water in a river, : 

2. concr. a, That which flows, that which streams 


Jorth, a stream, a waye; also ¢ransf. a ‘stream’ or 


herd of animals. Now rare. 

1382 Wyc.ir Ps. xcii[i]. 3 Flodis rereden vp ther flowingis. 
— Isa. \x. 6 The flowyng of camailes shal couere thee. 
1388 — Yosh. v. x The Lord hadden dried the flowyngis 
of Jordan bifor the sones of Israel. @1679 'T. Goopwin 
Wk. Holy Ghost 1. ix. Wks. 1704 V. 57 The Sun .. whose 
Emanations and flowings forth they are. 1844 Upton 
Physioglyphics ii. 81 These rivers..were what I may term 
flowings, which may refer to any other fluid as well as water. 

+b. An overflowing; a flood. Ods. 

a@1340 Hamrote Psalter xxviii. 9 Lord pe flowynge makis 
into wone. 1382 Wycuir /sa. xliv. 3, I shal heelden out .. 
flowingus vp on the drie, 166r Sir E. Turner Sf. to 
King in Parl, Hist. (1808) IV. 244 Your return into this 
nation .. resembles the flowing of the river Nilus. 1663 
in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 328 For preserving 
of y® same from y’ stormes and flowings of y® sea. 

3. Maut. (See quot.). Cf. Fiow v. 6b. 

1769-76 Fatconer Dict. Marine, lowing, the position of 
the sheets, or lower corners of the principal sails, when they 
are loosened to the wind. . 

A. attrib., as flowing-capacity. 

1895 Westm. Gaz. 4 June 3/3 The new aqueduct has 
a flowing capacity of 300,000,000 gallons a day. 


+ Flowery Cole = CAuULt- 
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Flowing (flowin), Af/.a.  [f.as prec. +-1nG 2.] 

1. That flows, in various senses of the vb. /Vow7¢ 
metal: see quot. 1888. 

axooo Lyrhtnoth 65 (Gr.) Per com flowende flod zfter 
ebban. a@1300 Cursor AZ, 20882 (Gétt.) Apon pe flouand see 
he 30de. 1388 Wycutr /sa. Ixvi. 12 A flowynge streem. 
1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. xxxiv. xxii, After an ebbe there 
commeth a flowyng tyde. 1698 Frocer Voy. 76 Where the 
Shallops ride at flowing Water. 1700 BLackmore Yob 2 
To pass the flowing hours in soft delight. 1825 A. Cun- 
NINGHAM Song, A wet sheet and a flowing sea. 1841-4 
Emerson “/ss., Poet Wks. (Bohn) I. 166 Plato defines a line 
to be a flowing point. 1867 Uvre's Dict. Arts (ed. 6) ILI. 
404 SV. Petroleum, The first great flowing well at Mnnis- 
killen. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Flowing 
Metals, metals of the ductile class which..change their 
form, under impact, or tensile or compressive strain. 

+b. Math. Continuously varying by infinitesimal 
quantities. (See FLUXIoN.) Ods. 

1704 Haves //ixions i. 4 The respective flowing Quanti- 
ties AP, PM, AM. 1758 J. Lyons (’luxions 4 If two 
flowing quantities 2 and y are to each other in a given 
ratio, 1807 Hutton Course Math. 11. 278 Variable or 
flowing quantities, 1842 Francis Dict. Arts, /luent, or 
Hlowing Quantity, 

+2. Fluctuating, unstable, inconstant. Ods. 

1504 Arxynson tr. De Jonitatione 1. xxv. 176 His flowynge 
and vnstedfast mynde. 1536 BELLENDEN tr. Boece xvi. xv, 
For the mynd of commoun pepyll are euir flowand mair in- 
constant than wynd. 

3. Of language, etc. Gliding easily and smoothly, 
fluent. Of a person: Having a flowing style (arch.). 

1553 LT. Witson Rhet. (1580) 206 The flowyng stile. 1614 
Be. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 495 Resolute Hierome, or flowin 
Chrysostome. 1624 B. Jonson, /ortunate Isles, In rime! 
fine tinckling rime! and flowand verse. 1627 HaKewiLL 
Afpol. 1. v. (1635) 62 A great wit, and flowing eloquence. 
1718 Prior Charity 1 Did sweeter Sounds adorn my flowing 
‘Tongue, Than ever Man pronounc’d. 1782 Cowrer Zadle 7, 
741 Flowing numbers and a flowery style. 1827 CARLYLE 
Misc. (1857) I. 20 Undoubtedly he has a flowing pen. 1832 
L. Hunt Sonnets Poems 212 Flowing Garth. 

quasi-adv. 1706 Pore Let. Walsh 22 Oct., In describing 
a gliding Stream, the Numbers shou’d run easy and flowing. 

b. Of personal carriage and demeanour: Easy, 


graceful, smooth. 

a@161x Beaum. & Fi. Maid’s Trag. wv. i, Thou art..A 
lady of..such a flowing carriage, that it cannot Chuse but 
inflame a kingdom. 1766 Forpyce Serm. Yung. Wom. 
(1767) I. i. 23 A certain flowing urbanity is acquired. 1868 
Digby's Voy. Medit. Pref. 20 A flowing courtesy and 
civility. 1870 Dickens £. Drood iv, A certain gravely 
flowing action with his hands. 

4, Of lines or curves, also of objects with reference 
to their contour; Smoothly continuous and free 
from rigidity or stiffness. Flowing tracery (in 
Arch.: see quot. 1815). 

1709 Prior Ode to Howard, Each flowing Line confirm'd 
his first Surprize. 1812-6 J. Smirn Panorama Sc. § Art 
I, 132 Tracery is.. flowing, where the lines branch out into 
leaves, arches, &c. 1816 L. Hunt Riminiz 1. 203 The 
flowing back, firm chest, and fetlocks clean. 1853 TURNER 
Dom. Archit. IL. 1, vit. 315 The Chapel is Early English, 
with flowing windows inserted at the East and North. 
1864 Tennyson Aylmer's /. 654 Princely halls, and farms, 
and flowing lawns. 

5. Of hair, garments, etc.: Swaying loosely and 
gracefully ; waving, unconfined, streaming. 

1606 B. Jonson Hymenzvi Wks. (Rtldg.) 558 Beneath that, 
another flowing garment, of watchet cloth of silver. 1697 
Drypen Virg. Past. vii. 88 With Hazle Phyllis crowns 
her flowing Hair. 1782 Cowrrr Gilgiz 46 John .. Seized 
fast the flowing mane. 1869 BouTELL Arms §& Arit.x. 193 
The long and flowing surcoat. 

b. Maut. Flowing sail, sheet. (See quots. 1769, 
1841, and cf. FLow1ne v/. sb. 3.) 

1748 Anson's Voy. u. ii. 130 We were pleasingly surprized 
..to see her open the N.W. point of the bay with a flowing 
sail. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1776) s. v., A ship is 
therefore said to have a flowing sheet when the wind crosses 
the line of her course nearly at right angles. 1825 H. B. 
Gascoicne Nav. Fame 91 With flowing sails.. They seek 
their station on the western seas, 184 Dana Seaman’s 
Man. 105 Flowing Sheet when a vessel has the wind free, 
and the lee clews eased off. 

Jig. 1833 Marrvar P. Simple xxxii, Didn't you say. .that 
the captain had paid it [a bill] with a flowing sheet? 186r 
Gen. P. THompson Audi Alt. III. clxi. 174 To wait till the 
folly could be put down with a flowing sail. 


6. Rising like the tide; full to overflowing, 


brimming, abundant, copious. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 121 Sensualite with all 
her flowynge voluptuous desyres. 1613 SHAKs. Hen. VI//, 
ul, ili, 62 The Kings Maiesty.. Doe's purpose honour no 
lesse flowing Then Marchionesse of Pembrooke. 1644 
Mitton duc. (1738) 136 Fat contentions and flowing fees. 
17oz Appison Dial, Medals ii. Wks. 1721 I. 474 Horace.. 
speaks of the moderation to be used in a flowing fortune. 
1786 Burns Brigs Ayr 221 All-cheering Plenty, with her 
flowing horn, 1871 Smites Charac. ii. (1876) 49 She was full 
of joyous flowing mother-wit. 

9|'7. Flowing hope: mispron. of forlorn hope. 

1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Wordbhk., Llowing-hope: see Lorlorn 
Hope. 1889 in Barrire & Levanp Slang. | 

Hence Flow'ingly adv., in a flowing manner; 
Flow‘ingness, the quality or state of being flowing. 

a 1603 T. Cartwricur Confut. Rhene N. T. (1618) 432 
Not..so flowingly by some, as by all the pipes of the 
Churches exercises. a1712 W. Nicnots Def. Doct. Ch. Eng. 
Introd. (1715) 118 The. . flowingness of his easie Eloquence. 
1804 SoutHEY in Robberds Mem. W. Taylor I. 495 It 
more flowingly fills the sentence. 1852 H. SprNcer 
Gracefulness Ess, 1891 Il. 384 A leading trait of grace is 





FLUCTUANCY. 


continuity, flowingness. 1880 G. Merepirn 7rag. Cov. 
x1. (1892) 158 When the letters were unimportant, she 
wrote flowingly. 

Flowk, obs. Sc. form of FLuxke. 

Flown (flown), AA/. a1 [pa. pple. of Fry v1] 
Used adjectively in senses of the vb. Also with 
out, and with defining word prefixed, as /fas-flown, 
new-flown. 

1608 SyLvestER Du Lartasi.iv. Tropheis 1049 Their far- 
flow’n wings. 1691 ‘T'AvLor Behmen’s 7heos, Phil., Three- 
Jold Life xiii. 309 The flown out Will hates that whence it 
sprung. 1813 ‘I’. Bussy Lucretius i. 300 Hence new-flown 
birds the woods with music fill. 1865 SwINBURNE A falaxta 
6 Swifter than dreams [follow] the white flown feet of sleep. 
1877 Bryant Odyssey Vv. 551 When he breathed again, And 
his flown senses had returned. 

+ Flown (flown), AA/. 2.2 Obs. [str. pa. pple. of 
FLtow v.] Only in Flown sheet: see quot. 1653. 
Also fig. Cf. FLowine pf/. a. 5b. 

1626 Cart. SmitH Accid. Vung. Sea-men 28 A flown 
sheate. 1653 — Seaman's Grant. 39 A flowne sheat, that 
is, when they are not haled home to the blocke..A flowne 
sheat is when she goes before the winde, or betwixt a paire 
of sheats, or all sailes drawing. 1697 Dampier Voy, I, 111 
We could have sailed with a flown sheet to Ria Lexa. 
1748 Anson's Voy. 1. x. 98 The sheets being half flown. 

Flowretry : see FLoRrErRY. 

+ Flow'some, a. Obs. rare—'. 
v.+-SOME.] Fluid, 

1674 N. Fairrax Bulk §& Selv. 73 An heavy body left to 
it self within a lowsom one that is lighter. 

Flowster, var. form of FLustEr. 

Flowyd, obs. form of FLoop. Flox: see FLock. 

+ Floxe, v. Ods.—' [Cf. Sw. flaksa to shake 
the wings.] zztr. To ‘leap’. 

¢ 1200 77in. Coll. Hom. 127 Pat child on his blisse floxede 
and pleide to-genes hire. . . 

Floy, a. Alleged Americanism for : Dirty, foul. 

1820 J, Fuinr Lett. Amer. xxi. 264 These I must call 
Americanisms, and will subjoin some examples... Floy= Dirty 
or foul, 

Floyne, var. form of FLorn. 

Floyt(e, var. form of FLorz, Fiore. 

Fluate (flicit), 5b. Chem. Also 8 fluat. [mod. 
f. FLU(ORIC) + -ATE.] 

1. Chem. A name formerly given to the salts now 
called fluorides, which were supposed to result 
from the combination of fluoric acid with an oxide. 
Lluate of lime = Derbyshire spar, or YLUOR SPAR. 

1794 G. Avams Nat, § Exp. Philos. 1. App. 546 Fluats.. 
when heated phosphoresce. 1806 Davy in PAil. Trans. 
XCVII. 14, I made an experiment upon fluate of lime 
under like circumstances. 1849 Mrs. SOMERVILLE Connect, 
Phys. Sc. xxv. 243 Limpid and colourless fluate of lime. 

2. A hydrofluosilicate applied to building-stone 
with the view of rendering it harder and more 
durable. Hence Flucate vz. ¢vans., to treat with 
fluate; Flua‘ted f//. a.; Flua'ting v0/. sb.; also 
Flua‘tate v, ¢vazs. and Fluata‘tion. 

1887 Sci. Amer. 28 May 344 #luatation. The surface 
of the stone is covered .. with a solution of the fluate .. 
After the stone has been once fluated, it becomes [etc]. . After 
the stone has been once fluatated, it can [etc.]. 1893 
RIBA, Frnt. 16 Mar. p. iii. The fluating will render it 
[Bath Stone] as durable as the most expensive stones.. 
Fluated Bath Stone 

Fluc(c)an: see FLOOKAN. 


|| Fluce, 5. Ods. Also 6 fluss.. [Arab. 9's 


futlits, p\. of (\3 fals name of a small copper coin.] 


An old Persian coin. 

1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 272 A sort of flusses of copper. 
1638 Sir T. Herpert Trav. (ed. 2) 243 Cozbeg one halfe 
penny; Fluces are ten toa Cozbeg, 1698 Fryer Acc. Z. 
India & P, 210, 5 Fluce is 1 Parrow. 

+F luce, v. Obs. rare. intr. ?To flounce, plunge. 

1627 Drayton Afoone-Calfe 1352 They [cattle]. .backward 
fluce..As though the Deuill in their heeles had bin. 


Fluck (flvk).  ? sonce-wwi. 

1885 H. O. Forses Nat. Wand. E. Archip. 12 Not 
a sound to break the silence save the plunge of a porpoise 
or the fluck of the fishes in quest of their evening meal. 

Fluck, obs. and dial. form of FLUKE. 

Flucti-, comb. form of Lat. /uctus wave, in 
the following adjs. given by Blount and Bailey: 
flucti‘ferous [L. -/er bearing + -ous], bearing or 
producing waves ; flucti‘fragous [L./luctz/rag-us], 
waye-breaking; flucti‘sonant [L. sonané-em, pr. 
pple. of sonadre to sound], sounding with waves; 
flucti‘sonous [L. /lctison-us]=prec. ; flucti- 
vagant [L. vagant-em, pr. pple. of vagari to 
wander], floating idly on the waves; flucti-vagous 
[L. fuctivag-us | = prec. 

Fluctuable (flaktivaib’l), @. rare—°. [as if 
ad. L. *fluctuabilis, f. fluctudre to FLUCTUATE: see 
-ABLE.] Capable of fluctuating. (Ogilvie 1882.) 

Hence Fluctuabi'lity, the quality of being fluctu- 
able. 

@1786 WaALPoLe Lett, to Mann (F. Hall). 
Oaitvie. 

+Fluctuancy. vave—'. [f. next: see -ANcy.] 
Tendency to fluctuation. 

1659 GAUDEN Jears Ch. 11. xxvi. 222 However they may 
have their storms and tossings sometime..by innate fluctu- 
ancy, as the rollings and tidings of the sea.” iF 

at! 


[f. FLow sd. or 


1882 in 


FLUCTUANT. 


Fluctuant (flu ktisant), a. [ad. L. fleectuant- 
em, pr. pple. of fluctuare: see FLUCTUATE v. Cf. 
F, fluctuant.] 

1. Moving like the waves; undulating. Chiefly 
Jig., unstable, wavering, changing. 

1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus 11. 171 Howbeit of thame sum 
part be fluctuant. @1640 JAcKSON Creed x. xix. Wks. 1844 
LX. 115 The other [sort] being of better birth, were fluctuant 
between virtue or civil honesty and base vices. a@ 1704 
R. L’Estrance (J.) How is it possible for any man to be at 
rest in this fluctuant wandering humour and opinion? 1862 
Mrs. Browninc Poems, Where's Agnes? xxiv, None of 
these Fluctuant curves! but firs and pines. 1867 Swin- 
BURNE Sovxg /taly 23 In the long sound of fluctuant boughs 
of trees. 1870 — Ess. & Stud. (1875) 260 His genius is 
fluctuant and moonstruck as the sea is. 1872 Contemp. 
Rev, X1X. 206 No shifting of positions, no fluctuant moods, 
no mobility of thought. 

2. Floating on the waves. 

1605 Bacon Adv, Learn. u. iii. § 1 The militant church, 
whether it be fluctuant as the ark of Noah, or [etc.]. 1849 
J. Srervine in Fraser's Mag. XXXIX. 111 Where change 

as never urged its fluctuant bark. 


+Fluctuary, a Obs.’ [f. L. fuctu-s wave 
+-ARY.] Having the character of waves ; fluctuat- 


ing, uncertain. 
1632 Liucow Jvav. 1.71 The solid..man is not troubled 
with. .the fluctuary motions of the humerous multitude. 


+ Flu‘ctuate, a. Ods. [ad. L. fuctudt-us, pa. 
pple of fuctudre: see FLuctuatse v.] Tossed on 
the waves; fickle as the waves, wavering. 

1631 R. H. Arraign. Whole Creature x. § 2.86 The godly 
man hath his..sure Anchor, when he seemes to be fluctuate, 
Ibid, xv. § 4, 278 Ever vaine, and foolish, and fluctuate in 


all our wayes. 
Fluctuate (flwktiujelt), v. [f. L. fluctuat- 


ppl. stem of fluctedre to undulate, f. uctus, wave. ] 

1. intv. To move like a wave or waves, rise and 
fall in or as in waves ; to be tossed up and down 
on the waves; /¢¢. or with conscious metaphor. 
Now rare. 

1656-81 in Brount Glossogr. 1659 'T. Pecks Parnassi 
Puerp. 75, 1 can't call him Rich, or Poor; whose Estate, 
Upon deluding Waters, fluctuate. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. 
India § P. 128 The..Mists, which we could discern fluc: 
tuating against the impenetrable Promontories. 1711 
W. Kine Aufinus 98 So sounds, so fluctuates, the troubled 
sea. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 549 P 2 The greatest part of 
my estate has been hitherto of an unsteddy and volatile 
nature, either tost upon seas or fluctuating in funds. ¢1750 
SHENSTONE Rained Abbey 57 Sees the strong vessel fluctu- 
ate, less secure. 1754 WARBURTON Ws, (1811) X. xxxii. 
270 Wanting those principles .. human knowledge only 
fluctuates in the head, but comes not near the heart. 1793 
Wornsw. Descr. Sk. Poems (1888) 20/1 The traveller sees 
Thy[France’s] three-striped banner fluctuate on the breeze, 
1809 CAMPBELL Gert. Wyom. 1, xvi, Wild-cane arch. . That 
fluctuates when the storms of El Dorado sound. 1849 
Bryant Prairies 13 ‘The surface rolls and fluctuates to 
the eye. 

2. fig. (Now chiefly without allusion to the literal 
sense. ) 

a. Of things, conditions, etc.: To vary irregular- 
ly, undergo alternating changes in level, position, 
form, constituent elements, etc.: to be unstable or 
unsettled. 

1655 Furter Ch. Hist. u. iv. § 8 But not successive 
[Monarchs] and fixed in a Family, but fluctuating from one 
Kingdome to another. 1723 J. Arxins Voy. Guinea Pref. 
(1735) 22 Our Bodies .. are continually fluctuating and 
changing while we live. 1769 Burke Late St. Nation 
Wks. 1842 I. 83 Average estimates are never just but when 
the object fluctuates. 1779 J. Jay in Sparks Corr. Amer. 
Rev, (1853) 11. 283 ‘The Committee .. fluctuates, new mem- 
bers constantly coming in, and old ones going out. 1838 
Dickens Wich. Nick. i, Mr. Nickleby’s income .. fluctuated 
between sixty and eighty pounds per annum. 1866 Crump 
Banking i. 20 Money fluctuates in price like any other 
article. 1874 Deutsch's Rem. 343 We see the text [of a 
Targum] fluctuating down to the middle of the 2nd cen- 
tury. 

b. Of persons: To pass to and fro, from one 

opinion, sentiment, or course of conduct, to another; 
to vacillate, waver. 
_ 1634 in Row //ist. Kirk (1842) 378 His Majestie. .fluctuat- 
ing by that occasion betuix love and feare, 1684 ‘Il’, Hock1n 
God’s Decrees 248 Like silly Children. .fluctuating in our 
opinions. 1793, Burke Corr, (1844) IV. 133 After fluc- 
tuating a Jong time without any system, we have adopted 
one that..is completely ruinous. 1828 Scorr /. AZ. Perth 
v, [His features] fluctuating between shamefacedness and 
apprehension of her displeasure. 1867 FREEMAN Novi. 
Cong. (1876) 1. iv. 194 Lotharingia, the border land, ever 
fluctuating in its allegiance. 

3. trans. a. To throw into fluctuation; to un- 
settle. b. To throw into a wave-like motion. 

1788 Map. D'Arsray Diary 28 July, The thought of 
guiding their mother... flattered and fluctuated them. 1850 
Tennyson /7 Alem. xcv, A breeze began to..fluctuate all 
the still perfume. 

Pluctuating (flu ktieitin), Ap/. a. 
+-InNG?.] That fluctuates. 

ut Moving as or in wayes; irregularly rising and 
falling. ; 

i712 Brackmore Creation 1. 44 The fluctuating Fields of 
liquid Air, 1762 FALconer SAipwr. ut. (1790) 267 Hills 
of fluctuating fire. 1767 Goocu 7veat. Wounds 1.353 With 
some fluctuating motion of a fluid. 

2. Irregularly varying; unsteady; 
wayering. 


[f. prec. 


unsettled, 
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1647 Crarenpon //ist. Red. 1. § 49 So fluctuating and 
unsteady a testimony is the applause of popular councils. 
a1679 ‘I. Goopwin Fust. Maith u. u. viii, Driven about 
with the Whirlpools of a fluctuating Conscience, 1720 
We ton Suffer. Son of God 11, xxxi. 799 ‘They knew how 
Fluctuating the Opinion of the Mobb is. 1781 Gisson 
Decl. & F. Il. 113 The doubtful, fluctuating conduct of 
Vetranio. 1837 Ly1t0n &. AZaltrav, 24 And copied out his 
poetry in a small, fluctuating hand. 1867 A. Barry Szr C. 
Larry vii. 249 Vhe fluctuating nature of the attendance. 

absol, 1833 Lamp “lia Ser. u. Pop. /allacies, Sharp 
distinctions of the fluctuating and the permanent. 

Fluctuation (flaktiz,z-fan). Also 5 -acion. 
[ad. (either directly or through Fr.) L. Mucteation- 
em, n, of action f. fuctuare: see Fuucruary v, and 
-ATION.] The action of fluctuating. 

1, A motion like that of the waves, an alternate 
rise and fall. Now vave in physical sense. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psexd. Ep, vu. xvii. 377 In vaine 
wee expect a regularity in the waves of the Sea. .its Fluctu- 
ations are but motions subservient. 1774 GoLpsm. Vat. 
/Tist. (1776) 1. 259 This fluctuation of the sea. 1847 ‘TENNy- 
son Princess vi. 335 Each base... of those tall columns 
drown’d Jn silken fluctuation. 1850 — J AZem. exii, And 
world-wide fluctuation sway’d In vassal tides that follow’d 
thought. ‘ 

b. Path. The undulation of a fluid in any cavity 


or tumour of the body. 

16z0 VENNER Via Recta Introd, 8 They .. cause fluctua- 
tions, and flatuousnesse in the body. 1640 G. Warts tr. 
Bacon's Adu. Learn. w. i, 183 The fluctuation or pensility 
of the Bowells. 1754-64 SMELLIE AZidwif. 11. 149, I plainly 
felt a fluctuation of water. 1807-26 S. Coorrr /7rst Lines 
Surg. (ed. 5) 253 The inside of the thigh..presented a kind 
of fluctuation. 1860 in Fow.er JZed. Voc. 

2. The action or condition of passing more or 
less rapidly and suddenly from one state to 
another; an instance of this; repeated variation, 
vicissitude. In f/. ‘ups and downs’. 

1609 Bis.e (Douay) Ps. liv. [lv]. 23 [22] He wil not geve 
fluctuation to the just for ever. c 1661 Papers on Alter. 
Prayer-bk. 82 The Moderatour of the Universe raised up 
such guides as were sufficient, in so great a fluctuation. 
1712 BerKELEY Lass. Obed. § 54 Wks. III. 138 In the various 
changes and fluctuations of government. 1753 (¢/¢/e), Travels 
and Adventures of Wm, Bingfield Esq. containing as sur- 
prizing a Fluctuation of Circumstances, both by Sea and 
Land, as ever befel one Man. 1841 D’Israr.i Amen. Lit. 
(1867) 132 Every modern language has always existed in 
fluctuation and change. F 

b. An alternate rise and fall in amount or 
degree, price or value, temperature, etc. 

1802 Patey Nat. Theol. xxii. 430 Inconveniency from 
fluctuation of temperature and season. 1804 WELLINGTON 
in Gurw. Desf. III. 425 The expenses for the repairs .. are 
liable to fluctuation. 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 22 The height 
of the mercurial column is subject to. . fluctuation. 

3. The condition of passing alternately from one 
opinion or sentiment to another; an instance of 
this; vacillation, wavering. 

cx14so tr. De Imitatione 1. xxv, He was comfortid .. & pe 
douteful fluctuacion cessid. 1608 D. ‘T’. Zss. Pol. §& Mor. 
42 Hee suffered not himselfe to be carried away with any 
such humourous fluctuation. 1717 L. Hower Desiderius 
(ed. 3) 99 Subject to no .. Fluctuations of the Mind. 1775 
Jounson Tax. no Tyr. 54 The House of Commons was in 
a state of fluctuation. 1824 L. Murray Eng, Gram. (ed. 5) 
I. 205 During this inquiry, we should be plunged into 
a state of uncertainty and fluctuation. 1861 Gro. Exior 
Silas M.7 A strange fluctuation between an effort at an 
increased manifestation of regard and involuntary signs of 
shrinking and dislike. 

+ Fluctuo'se, a. Obs—° [ad. L. fluctuos-us : 
see next and -oSE.] =F Lucruous b, 

1727 in Baitey vol. II. 

Fluctuous (flv ktizwas), a. Obs. exc. arch. [ad. 
L. fluctuosus full of waves f. /luctus wave: see 
-ous.] +a. Watery (ods.). b. Full of, or resembling 


waves, /#t. and fig. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 61/2 An Excel- 
lent collyrion for tenebrous and fluctuous Eyes [orig. 
Sir dunckele und flissige Augen]. 1599 Nasne Lenten 
Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 212 All the fennie Lerva betwixt 
.. being. .fluctuous demeans or fee simple. 1627-77 FELTHAM 
Resolves 1. x\viii. 76 How fluctuous are the salted waves. 
1839 Baitey Festus (1854) 133 The base of the world’s 
fluctuous lore, 

Hence Fluctuo:sity. 

1850 L. Hunt Axtodiog. 11. xvii. 278 Waves might be 
classed..We ought to have waves, wavelets, billows, fluc- 
tuosities, etc., a marble sea, a sea weltering. 


+ Fludder (flu:pas), v. Sc. Obs. Also fluther. 
intr. “To exhibit the appearance of great regard 
for any one, to cajole’ (Jam.). 

c 1525 Priests of Peebles (1603) Dij, Than mony folk wil 


cum and with me fludder. 

+Fludgs ? zt. Obs. rare. [?cf. Ger. flugs 
int., quick !] 

1611 Cuapman Mfay Day Plays 1873 II. 352 What, hee 
thes sings, Maids in your smocks, hold open your locks, 

udgs, - 

Fludy, obs. form of FLoopy, 

Flue, flew (fl), sd.1 Also 4 flowe, 5 flw(e, 
6 flewe. [cf. MDu. v/wwe fishing-net (Du. fouw 
snipe-net), F. fla fine nappe a’un tramail (Boiste 
1840: not in Littré), also «cg some kind of fishing 
apparatus (16th c. in Godef.) ; the mutual relation 
of the words is unknown.] A kind of fishing-net ; 
a. a drag-net, b. a fixed net. Also Aue-net. 
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1388-9 Accls. Abingdon A dbbey (Camden) 57, J rete vocatum 
wade et j flowe. 1391 R. pe Ryttynton in Jest. Lbor, I. 
157 Willo Broune servienti meo..j flew, cum warrap et flot. 
c1440 Promp, Parv. 168/t Flwe, nette.. /ragumt. 1465 
Mann. § Househ, Exp. 509 My master paid to Chelone fore 
knyttynge ofa flew, xvj.d. 1569 in W. H. Turner Sedect, 
Rec. Oxford 329 Nor laye any flewe or other nett in any 
of the same waters. 1611 Bipte //ad. i. 15 They .. gather 
them in their dragge [avg. flue-net]. 1630 in Descr. 
Thames (1758) 66 No Fisherman .. shall .. use or exercise 
any Flue, ‘lrammel .. or hooped Net whatsoever. 1787 
Best Angling (ed. 2) 5 Fishing with trammels, or flews in 
March or April. 1851 NewLanp Lrne 75 It is generally 
caught by a flue, set between the openings of the weeds. 
1882 Vhree in Norway vi. 44 Seven boats .. were out with 
a huge flue net. 

Flue (fl), sd.2 Also 6 floow, 7-9 flew. [of 
unknown origin; cf. mod.Flem. vlewe of same 
meaning (Franck s.v. fqweel) which, like the Du. 


Jiuweel and med.L. fluetum velvet, is believed to 


be derived from Fr. ve/u hairy, downy. But see 


Fiure sd.1] 

+1. A woolly or downy substance; down, nap. 
Also pé. bits of down. Ods. 

1589 FLemine Georg. Virg. iv. 69 Towels with nap shorne 
off (The floow or roughnes shorne away for feare to hurt his 
handes). 1607 ‘TorseL, Hour-f. Beasts (1658) 213 A bed 
filled with flew or wool of Hares. 1743 Lond. § County 
Brew. u. (ed. 2) 100 They will be as big as Lice with Rags 
or Flews about them, 1823 in Crass Technol. Dict., /lue, 
The soft down from feathers, andthe skins from rabbits, etc. 

2. esp. The light flocculent substance formed by 
floating particles of cotton, down, ete. ; fluff. 

1796 Mrs. Grasse Cookery xxvii. 387 ‘That will gather up 
all the flew and dust. 1814 Ware in 7vans. Aled. & 
Chirurg. Soc. 256 The flue that is swept from bedrooms. 
1837 Howitr Ruy. Life ui, iii. (1862) 242 Amid heat and 
dust and flue from the cotton. 1860 Dickens Uxcommt. 
Trav. vi, Its old-established flue under its old-established 
four-post bedsteads. 1886 E. Hopper Larl Shaftesbury 
1. iii. 139 Parched and suffocated by the dust and flue. 

b. ¢ransf. Any light floating particle. Cf. Low 
50,3 

c1828 Brppors Poems, Torrismond 1. iii, It would not 
weigh a flue of melting snow In my opinion. 

Flue (fl), 56.3 [of unknown origin. 

The exact primary sense is uncertain; assuming that it 
meant ‘channel, passage’, some have compared early mod, Du. 
vloegh flutings of a column (Kilian), and others would 
connect it with FLow v. or Fiue v.!_ It is possible that the 
primary reference may be to the /7wing (see l'LuE v.”) of the 
sides of the chimney in houses of the 16th c. This view 
derives some support from sense 5.] 

1. Inearly use = CHimney; subsequently a smoke- 
duct in a chimney. Hence extended to denote 
a channel of various kinds for conveying heat, etc., 
esp. a hot-air passage in a wall; a pipe or tube 
for conveying heat to water in certain kinds of 


steam-boilers. 

1582 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 424 All flewes 
and chymneys..made of earth..shalbe taken downe. 1654 
Evetyn Diary g Aug., Y° chimney flues like so many 
smiths forges. 1715 DresacuLirrs /’7res Lvipr. 12 Builders 
have .. carried the Flue or Funnel bending. 1757 W. 
Tuomrson R&R. NV. Advoc. 33 Another notable Iron Inven- 
tion, called a Flew, running through the Warehouses, fed 
with constant Fires to keep their dry Stores from being 
mouldy, 1811 A. T. THomson Lond. Disp. (1818) 312 
Stoves heated by means of flues. 1839 R. S, Ropinson 
Naut. Steant Eng. 115 Each fire place has a flue, or gigantic 
pipe, which circulates from end to end of the boiler, making 
as many turns as the boiler will hold. 1863 Kincsiry 
Water-Baé, (1878) 4 He had to climb the dark flues rubbing 
his poor knees and elbows raw. | 

4] The following passage is usually quoted as the 
earliest example of the word, which is supposed to 
mean here the spiral cavity ofa shell. But /2we is 
prob, a misprint for ue. 

1562 Puarr Atneid x. Ggj b, Wt whelkid shell Whose 
wrinckly wreathed flue, did fearful shril in seas outyell. 

+2. Coal-mining. A sloping trough for conveying 
coal into a receptacle ; a shoot. ? Ods. 

1774 PENNANT Zour Scotl. in 1772, 48 Galleries .. termi- 
nating in flues or hurries, placed sloping over the quay, and 
thro’ these the coal is discharged .. into the holds of the ships. 

3. Organ-building. The fissure or ‘wind-way’ 
characteristic of ‘mouth-pipes’ (hence also called 
flue-pipes: see 6) as opposed to ‘reed-pipes’. 

1879 Hopkins in Grove Dict. AZus. I, 535 All organ-stops 
in which the sound is produced by the wind passing through 
a fissure, /7“e, or wind-way..belong to the Flue-work. 

4, slang. ‘The Srovr in a pawnbroker’s shop. 
Influe: inpawn. Up the flue; (a) pawned,(0) dead, 
collapsed. 

18z1 Ecan Real Life in London \. 566 note, Up the spout 
or “fp the flue are synonimous in their import, 1851 May- 
new Lond, Labour Il, 250 I've had, .to leave half my stock 
in flue with a deputy for a night's rest. 

5. dial. (See quot.) [Perh. a distinct word.] 

1787 W. Marsuatt Norfolk (1795) LI. 379 due, the coping 
of a gable or end-wall of a house. 

6. attrib. and Comb., as flue-cleaner, -scraper, 
-ttle. Also flue-boiler (see quot.); flue-bridge, 
a wall of fire-brick in a reverberatory furnace, 
between the hearth and the flue; flue-brush (see 
quot.) ; flue-cinder (sce quot.); flue-faker s/ang, 
(a) a chimney sweep; (2) (see quot. 1860); flue- 
full a., full to the flue, brimful; flue-pipe, an 
organ-pipe with a ‘flue’ (sce 3), a mouth-pipe, as 
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opposed to a reed-pipe; flue-plate (see quot.) ; 
flue-register, a register in an organ comprising 
a series of flue-pipes ; flue-salt (see quot.) ; flue- 
stop, an organ stop controlling a flue-register ; 
flue-work, the flue-stops of an organ collectively, 
as distinguished from the reed-stops. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 891/1 *Flue-boiler, a steam- 
boiler whose water space is traversed by flues. 1881 Ray- 
mond Mining Gloss., *Flue-bridge. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech. 1. 891/1 *Flue-brush, a cylindrical brush of wire or 
steel strips used to clean the scale and soot from the interior 
of a flue. 1873 Weale’s Dict. Terms Archit. etc. (ed. 4), 
*Flue cinder, the cinder from an iron reheating furnace. 
1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 891/1 *Plue-cleaner. 1812 J. H. 
Vaux Flash Dict., *HlueSaker. 1860 Slang Dict. (ed. 2), 
Flue fakers ..\ow sporting characters, who are so termed 
from their chiefly betting on the Great Sweeps. 1703 
Tuoressy Let. to Ray 27 Apr., *Flue-full, brim-full, flowing 
full, 1852 Serpe, Organ 27 The intonation of the *flue- 
pipes. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 891/1 */lue-plate, a plate 
into which the ends of the flue are set, 1852 SeIpEL Organ 
27 Kaufmann, of Dresden .. made experiments with “*flue- 
registers. 1884 Chester Gloss., *Flue salt .. the waste salt 
formed on the flues where the lumps are dried, 1855 
Hopkins & Rimsautr Organ xxi. 109 A *Flue-stop [is] a 
similar series of lip pipes. 1859 Archaeol. Cazt. II. p. xli, 
A very remarkable example of a Roman “*flue-tile. 1876 
Hives Catech. Orgait ix. (1878) 57 All lip-stops belong to the 
*Flue-work. 

Flue (fz), 50.4 Also flew. [of obscure ety- 
mology; Sw. has /#y in sense 2. It is not certain 
that senses 1 and 2 are of identical origin.] 

+1. ‘The tip of a deer’s [?] horn’ (Halliwell s. v. 
filewed). Obs. 

1532-3 [app. implied in Fiuep fA. a.?). 

2. Naut. The FLUKE of an anchor; also that of 

a harpoon. 
_€1860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 57 The fish-tackle 
is... hooked to the inner flue. 1882 Nares Seamanship 
(ed. 6) 175 Ships which allow of the inner flues being got 
inboard. — 

Flue (fz), 50.5 collog. Short for INrLuENzA,. 

1839 Sourney Let#t. (1856) 1V. 574, I have had a pretty 
fair share of the Flue, 1893 JZod. Let., I've a bad attack of 


the flu. 
Flue (fl), 50.6 Obs. exc. dial. Also flew. 


app. a corruption of /lezme, obs. form of FLEAM.] 
A farrier’s lancet, a fleam. , 

1790 W. Marsnatt MWid/, Counties 11, 437 Flews, phlemes 
for bleeding cattle, etc. 1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. 
Word-bk., I lues, farriers’ lancets. 

Flue, flew (fz), a.) Obs. exc. dial. Also 6 
flewe. fof obscure origin; possibly related to 
Frow v.; cf. the relation of Firnr a. (=shallow) 
to FLEET v.] 

1. Shallow. 

c1440 Promp. Parv, 167/1 Flew, or scholde, as vessell, 
bassus. 1582 Hutort, Flewe or not deape, but as one may 
wade, drenia. 1651 H. More ELuthus. Triumph, (1656) 
171, [hope you do not think, that I meant your skull was 
so flue and shallow that [etc.]. /d¢d. 318. axz825 Forsy 
Voc, E, Anglia, Flue, shallow. 

2. =FLAN a, (See quots., and FLUE v.?.) 

1676 H. More Remarks 142 And the like experiment he 
makes .. of a heated Beer-glass with a more flew mouth. 
1881 Leicester Gloss., Flew, open, wide, expanded, ‘ Your 
bonnet is too flew’; ‘a flew dish’, i.e. one with wide 
spreading sides. 

Flue, flew (fiz), a.2 Obs. exc. dial. [of un- 
certain origin ; it corresponds in sense to OF. /lo, 

ou (whence mod.F’, //ow in a specific sense relating 
to painting) and to Du. fauw, LG.,mod.HG. flaw; 
but the mutual relation of the words is disputed. 
See also Fuuny, a. 

The initial /instead of v in Du. word is usually an indica- 
tion of foreign origin (exc, in the case of onomatopceias) ; 
hence Kluge and Franck regard_f7anzu as adopted, like the 
Eng. word, from Fr.; the ultimate source being OTeut. 
*hléwo- (Ger. dau, Eng. Lew) lukewarm, ‘This is not very 
satisfactory. If Du. fauw were a native word, it might 
correspond to an OE. *//eowe (:—*/flawyo-) related to 
OHG. flewen to rinse, wash; for the sense cf. washy-] 

Weak, tender, sickly, delicate. 

1613-16 W. Browne Brit, Past. 1. i. Wks. (Hazlitt) 11. 149 
She is flewe, and never will be fatter. 1679 Lond. Gaz. No. 
1416/4 A flew Horse, and a star very remarkable in his fore- 
head. 1736 Peccr Aenticisms (EK. D. S.), “ue, tender, 
weak; of a horse or person. 1836 Coorer Provinctalisms 
Sussex s.v., ‘That horse is very flue’, 1889 in Hurst ors- 
Azam Sussex Gloss. s.v.. ‘My Fanny is ill again, poor dear, 
she is so flue’. : 

+ Flue, v.! Obs. rare. [ad. OF. flue-r, L. flu-cre 
to flow.] zz¢r. To flow. Of parchment: To allow 
the ink to ‘run’, 

71483 Caxton Vocab. 22b, Josse the parchemyn maker 
Solde me a skyn of parchemyn. That all fluede [Fr. gz 
tout flua). 1483 Cath. Angi. 136/2 To Flue, fuere. 

Flue (fiz), v.42 [App. f. Fuuna.1 (sense 2). Cf. 
Fuan v. f. FLAN a.] znztr. To expand; to splay. 
Hence Flwing vd/. sd., the divergent lines of a 
splayed opening; Flued, Flwing ///. a, 

1778 W. Pain Carpenter's Repos. Plate 51 A circular 
Soffit in a circular Wall, which is flewing on the Jambs. 
Ibid., Draw the Flewing of the Jambs c. d. and e, f. to meet 
at the Point a, Jdid., Figure A. is a circular Soffit on 
flewing Jambs. 1853 Archit. Publ. Soc. Dict., Flued, this 
word is applied instead of Sf/ayed to a circular or semi- 
circular splayed opening. 1893 S. 2. Wore. Gloss., Hlewed 
(of a hoop) to be made larger on one side than on the other 
so that it may fit the taper shape of a cask. 
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Flue, obs. pa. t. of Fry v.1 

Flued, #//. a.! [f. Fuun 56.34 -np2.] Having 
a flue or duct. Onlyin comb., as double-flued ad). 

1895 Daily News 9 Jan. 10/2 Wanted 'T'wo..Lancashire 
Double-flued Boilers. 

Flued, #//. 2.2 [f. Fiun sd.4 + -Ep 2.] 

+1. Ofa horn: Tipped. Oés. 

1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIL, c. 13 It shall be lefull for him 
to weare..a horne tipped or flewed with siluer, 

2. Of an anchor, etc. Having a flue; fluked, 
barbed. Only in comb., as ore-flued, two-flued, adjs. 

Flue-hammer. [f. Frum v.2] A hammer 
used in flaring one edge of an iron hoop to make it 
fit the bulge of the cask. 

1874 in Knicur Dict, Mech. 1. 89/1. 

+ Fluellin (flzjelin). Obs, Also 6 fluellyn(g, 
6-7 fluellen. [corruption of the Welsh name, 
lystau Llewelyn, lit. ‘Llewelyn’s herbs’. Cf. the 
proper name /7uellen (= Llewelyn) in Shaks.] 

1. A name given to several species of Veronica 

or Speedwell, esp. V. officinalis. 
_ 1548 Turner Vames of Herbs (EB. D. S.) 88 Veronica .. 
is called in englishe Fluellyng. 1597 GrrArpe Herbal u, 
excvii. (1633) 629 In welch it is called Fluellen. 1646 Sir 
T. Browne Pseud. Ep. u. vi. 10r Betonica Pauli, or Pauls 
Betony..or Fluellen. 1756 Watson in Phil. Trans. XLIX. 
807 Male Speedwell, or Fluellin, or True Paul’s Betony. 

2. Misapplied to Lzwavia elatine and L. spuria. 

1756 Sir J. Hitt Brit. Herbal 113 Fluellin. Elatine. The 
flower is small; it consists of a single petal. 1816-zo GREEN 
Univ. Herbal \. 108 Antirrhinum Elatine, Sharp-pointed 
Toad-flax, or Fluellin. .. Axtirrhinwm Spuriunt, Round- 
leaved Toad-flax or Fluellin, 1866 in Zreas. Bot., 

Fluellite (flzeloit). An, [badly f. FLuorinu 
after wavellite.| A rare fluoride of aluminium, 
found in minute white crystals. 

1824 Ann. Phil. VIL. 243 He [Wollaston] is..of opinion 
that these crystals belong to a distinct species [i.e. distinct 
from wavellite], for which he proposes the name of Fluellite. 
1864 Warts Dict. Chem. I. 669. . 

+Flurence. ds. [a. F. fluence, ad. L.fuentia, 
f. fuente: see FLUENT.] 

1. A flowing, a stream. 

¢x611 CHApmMAN /diad xvi. 224 That he first did cleanse 
With sulphur, then with fluences of sweetest water rense. 

2. =FLUENOY 2, 3. 

1607 Hrywoop Hayre Mayde Exch. Wks. 1874 Il. 56 The 
naturall fluence of my owne wit. 1691 Woop Ath, Oxon. 
Il. 547 He was esteemed a person..of a ready fluence in 
discourse, ity ® 

Fluency (flzeénsi), [ad. L. /wentia: see prec. 
and -mncy.| The quality or state of flowing or 
being fluent. 

+1, Affluence, copiousness, abundance. Ods. 

a. 1623 Massincer Bondmanx u. iii, Thou, Gracculo, 
Hast fluency of courage. 1638 G. SAnpys Paraphr. Fob 
xii, 16 Those who grow old in fluency and ease, 1657 
Hawke Killing is M. 20 Fluency in teares. 1658 Ossorn 
Yas. [ Wks. (1673) 511 The Indies themselves would in time 
want fluency to feed so immense a prodigality. 1726 Brav- 
LEY Gardening App. 23 This last operation [graffing] may 
be done when the sap is in its highest Fluencies. 

2. a. Asmooth and easy flow; readiness, smooth- 
ness; es. with regard to speech. b. Absence of 
rigidity ; ease. 

1636 Massincer Gt. Dk. Florence v.ii, You are pleased to 
show, sir, The fluency of your language. 1727 Pore 7x. 
Var. Subj. in Swift's Wks. (1755) 11.1. 227 The common 
fluency of speech in many men, 1849 Lyrron Caxfons 1. vy, 
J had Jearned to write with some fluency. 1852 Lp. CockBURN 
Jeffrey 1. 363 All his fluency of thought. 1878 J. W. Exs- 
wortH in Braithwait's Strappado Introd. 27 The genuine 
sweetness and musical fluency of his best lyrics, 

3. Readiness of utterance, flow of words. 

1654 Evetyn Diary 31 Aug., Dr. Collins, so .. celebrated 
for his fluency in the Latin tongue. 1814 D’Israeti 
Quarrels Auth, (1867) 364 He indulged his satirical fluency 
on the scientific collectors, 1834 Macautay P7¢t Ess. (1854) 
293/t The fluency and the personal advantages of the 


young orator. 
Fluent (fl7ent), a. and 5d, Also 6-7 fluant, 


[ad. L. fuent-em, pr. pple. of fucre to flow.] 
A. adj. 

1. That flows, flowing. 

1607 VorseLL Hour. Beasts 304 Whatsoeuer [water] is 
moueably fluent, is lesse subiect to poyson then that which 
standeth still. 1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Comipit. vt. 272 Liga- 
tures..seem to..impell the fluent bloud. 1719 D’Urrry 
Pills (1872) 111. 97 Intoa fluent stream she leapt. 1854 Frn. 
R. Agric. Soc. XV. 1. 415 Streams which are permanent 
or fluent all the year. 1893 Harper's Mag. LXXXVI. 
815/2 The metal. .came fluent from the crucible, 

b. transf. and fig. ; esp. of things compared to 
a stream or to the tide. 

1642 H. More Song of Soud u. ii, 1. xxvi, Things that be 
fluent, As flitting time, by her be straight retent Unto one 
point. 1649 G. Danin, Trinarch., Hen. Vy cexxviii, Yet 
Crouded Strength stifles the fluent Course Of many Glories. 
1729 Savacr Wanderer u1. 6 The sloping Sun To Ocean’s 
Verge, his fluent Course has run. 1842 Dr Quincey Cicero 
Wks. VI. 227 The fluent intercourse with this island. 1854 
J. S. C. Assorr Wafoleon (1855) II. xxvii. 502 Masses 
of cavalry, in fluent and refluent surges, trampled into the 
bloody mire the dying and the dead. ‘ 

+c. Flowing readily as a consequence or in- 
ference. Obs. 

1619 W. Sciater Zxfos, 1 Thess. 244 In ancient Diuinitie 
the inference was fluent. dd. 567 See if from the fact of 
God, mentioned by the Apostle, it runnes not as fluent. 











FLUENTIAL. 


2. Having the property or capacity of flowing 
easily ; ready to flow; fluid, liquid. Of a painter: 
Producing a fluid or liquid effect. 

160r R. JoHnson Kingd. & Commw. (1611) 5 The people 
of the South haue their bloud thinne and fluent. a 1626 
Bacon Physiol. Rem. Wks. 1857 11. 814 When it is 
not malleable, but yet is not fluent, but  stupified. 
1686 W. Harnis tr. Lemery’s Course Chym. . xiii, (ed. 3) 
523 This fermentation subtilizes .. the viscous parts .. 
turns them into a thin fluent liquid. 1822 Havaminer 
347/2 Backhuysen is often heavy in his shadows, but admir- 
ably fluent in the representation of water and air. 1844 
Mrs. Browninc Drama of Exile Poems 1850 I. 77 The 
broad, fluent strata of pure air. 1877 Dixon Diana, Lady 
Lyle \, ut. iti. 190 A fairy pool of water lies, fluent and 
opalesque, under an amber slab. 

b. fig. and of non-material things: Fluid, liable 


to change; not stable, fixed, or rigid. 

1648 W. Mountacur Devout Ess. vi. § 2.57 While the 
matter of worldly goods remaineth fluent and_ transitory. 
1691 Ray Creation 33 Motion being a fluent thing. 1814 
Wornsw. Lxcursion iv. 733 His quick hand bestowed On 
fluent operations a fixed shape. 1851 Heirs Comp. Solit. 
x. 188 The general body of opinion is very fluent. 1872 
M. Cotuins Two Plunges for Pearl J, 196 English society 
is curiously fluent. 

3. transf. a. Of hair: Growing in abundant 
quantity and falling in graceful curves; flowing. 

1607 Torsrti. Four-f, Beasts 566 Any one whose haires 
are too fluent and abundant. 1866 G. Mrerepiru l’7ttoria 
i, A fluent black moustache ran with the curve of the upper 
lip. 1872 Tennyson Gareth §& Lynette 454 Broad brows 
and fair, a fluent hair and fine. 

b. Moving easily or gracefully; not stiff or rigid. 

1869 Biackmore Lorna D. x, I never had dreamed of 
such delicate motion, fluent and graceful. 

+4. Flowing freely or abundantly. Also, abound- 
ing zz. Obs. 

1sg0 Greene Ovl. Fur. Wks. (Rtldg.) 98/1 Those fluent 
springs of your lamenting tears, 1611 SpeED /7/ist. Gt. Brit. 
vil. xli. § 10. 222 Destitute of vertue and fluent in vice. 
1639 DaniEL Lcclus. xliii. 53 A Cloud, swolne w'" a fluent 
raine. cx682 J. Cottins Making of Salt in Eng. 2 At 
Namptwich they have one Pit withim»the Town, and two 
without, sufficient to serve the Fourth part of the Nation, 
the Bryne being so fluent. 

b. Giving freely, generous. Ods. exc. dial. 

1603 Breton Packet Mad Lett. (Grosart.) 6/1 A sonne .. 
bound..through the fluent bounty of a Father’sloue. 1639 
Satrmarsue Policy 237 If you bee fluent in one kinde, bee 
sparing in another. 1887 S. Chesh. Gloss., Fluent, liberal 
..as ‘fluent i’ givin’. / 

5. Of speech, style, etc.: Flowing easily and 
readily from the tongue or pen. 

1625 Bacon Ess., Youth § Age (Arb.) 263 Such as is 
a fluent and Luxuriant Speech. 1660 Woon Life (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) I. 360 Their fluent praying and_ preaching. 
1670-1 NarsoroucH Frn2. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 
7o Their Language is much in the ‘Throat, and not very 
fluent, but uttered with good deliberation, 1728 Porr 
Dunc. 1. 197 How fluent nonsense trickles from his tongue ! 
1828 D’Israewi Chas, J, 1. ii. 2t The pain which conversation 
occasions him whose speech is not fluent. 1866 Gro. Exior 
FF, Holt (1868) 63 A soft voice with a clear fluent utterance. 

b. Ofa speaker, etc.: Ready in the use of words, 
able to express oneself readily and easily in speech 
or writing. 

1589 Warner AZb, Eng. y. xxvii. 119 Rhetoricall I am not 
with a fluant tongue to ster, 1610 Hrywoop Gold. Age 1.1. 
Wks. (1874) III. 5 Fluent Mercury Speakes from my tongue. 
1737 Pore Hor. Efist. u. i. 279 Fluent Shakespear scarce 
effac’d a line. 1784 Cowrer Yas 1v. 19 His fluent quill. 
1832 Hr. Martineau /reland i. 6 Fluent story-tellers, 
1882 Farrar in Contemp. Rev. 807 As a speaker .. Dean 
Stanley was by no means fluent. 

6. Math. In the doctrine offluxions: Continuously 
increasing or decreasing by an infinitesimal quantity. 

1734 BerKELEY Analyst § 45 Wks. 1871 III. 287 Each 
foregoing is a fluent quantity having the following one for 
its fluxion. 1807 Hurron Course Math. Il. 276 Suppose 
the right line 7 to move. .continually parallel to itself ..so 
as to generate the fluent or flowing rectangle angr. 

oe 1844 GLapsTone Gleam. (1874) V. 11. 83 The 
Church. .might be eliminated like a constant quantity from 
among those fluent materials with which history is conversant, 

B. sd. 

+1, A stream, a current of water. Ods. 

[In the first two quots, strictly a distinct word ad. L. 
SJiuent-unt.) 

1598 YonG Diana 308 The fertill fields, which the great 
riuer Duerus with his cristalline fluents doth water. 1616 
Cuarman Homer's Hymn to Venus 378 At the fluents of 
the Ocean Nere Earths extreame bounds. 1705 J. Puivirs 
Blenhein 239 Their hands, that sed'lous strive To cut the 
outrageous fluent. 


2. Math. The variable quantity in fluxions which 


is continually increasing or decreasing. 

1706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matheseos 226 Hence the 
Celerity of the Motion is. .called Fluxion, and the Quantity 
generated Fluent. 1819 G. Peacock View Lluxitonal Cat- 
culus 23 Where the fluent or integral is expressed by an 
algebraic function. 1878 W. K. Ciirrorp Dynamic ii. 62. 

3. nonce-use. Something fluent or liable to 


change. : 

1836 Coteripce Lit. Rew. II, 309 The guardian, as a 
fluent, is less than the permanent which he is to guard. He 
is the temporary and mutable mean. 


+ Fluential, a. Math. Obs, [f. prec. +-(1)AL. 
Cf. exponential.) Of or pertaining to fluents. 

1784 Warne in PAil. Trans. LX XIV. 40x Whose sum 7 
is either an algebraical, exponential, or fluential fluxion of -. 
1807 Hutton Course Math. 11. 302 Being written for ¢ in 
the general fluential equation, 


FLUENTLY. 


Fluently (flveéntli), adv. [f. Fiuunnt a. + 
-LY +.) In a fluent manner; esp. with easy and 
ready flow of words. 

1613 Tourneur P. Henry 147 His aptnesse fluently appeares 
In ev rie souldier’s grief. 1621 W. Sctater 7ythes (1623) 169 
Conclusions fluently deduced there from. 1648 W. Mounta- 
cue Devout Ess. xi. §2 133 When this humour of Medisance 
springeth in the head of the company, it runnes fluently into 
the lesse noble parts. @166x Futter Worthies (1840) II. 
205 He fluently could speak many..modern tongues. 1732 

3ERKELEY A lciphy. 1. § 2 Perceiving that Euphranor heard 
him with respect, he proceeded very fluently. 1839 /“vaser’s 

Mag. XX. 668 She [a ship] swims along calmly and fluently. 
1874 Green Short Hist. vi. § 4. 304 Elizabeth. .spoke French 
and Italian as fluently as English. 1875 Jowrrr, Pato 
(ed. 2) III. 221 Thrasymachus made all these admissions, 
not fluently..but with extreme reluctance. 

+Fluentness. Oés. rare. [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 
The quality of being fluent; fluency. 

1652 Cotterett Cassandra 1. V. (1676) 469 The usual 
fluentnesse of his expression. 1654 W. Mounracue Devout 
Ess. v. § 3. 96 The fluentness and consistencie of time 
has not this inconvenience, to deny us the taking a dimension 
of it. 1706 in Puituirs (ed. Kersey). 1721 in BaiLey. 

Fluey (fli), a. Obs. exc. déal. [prob. f. FLUE 
a.2 (which however is later in our quots.) + -yl.]= 
FLuE a.2 

1552 RaynatvE Birth Mankynde 1. viii. 13a, The sede 
and sparme [of women is] weake, fluy, cold, and moyste, 
and of no greate fyrmytie. 1876 Surrey Provincialisms 
(E.D.S.), /duey, of a weak delicate constitution... I have 
never heard the word applied except to animals. 

Fluey (flzi),a.2 [f Fuursd.2+-y1] Covered 
with flue. 

1861 Dickens Gt. Expect. xxii, I went upon ’Change, and 
I saw fluey men sitting there under the bills about shipping. 
1862 — Somebody's Luggage 4/2, 1 had the Luggage out 
within a day or two .. It was all very dusty and fluey. 

Fluff (flvf), sd. [app. connected with Frur 
sb.2; perh. an onomatopceic modification of that 
word, imitating the action of puffing away some light 
substance; cf, FLurr sd.2 and v.42 An OE. */uz, 

Jiwh, f. root of Fty v.1, would, however, if it existed, 
acceunt for both words; cf. LG. jlug, flog flue. 
Not in Johnson or Todd.] 

1. Light, feathery, flocculent stuff, such as the 
downy particles that separate from dressed wool. 

1790 Grose Prov. Gloss. (ed. 2), Fluff, down. The fluff 
of a peach. Kent. 1818 J, Brown Psyche 171 Some fluff 
upon his cousin’s cape. a@1825 Foray Voc. E. Anglia, 
‘luff, any light, flying, downy, gossamer-like stuff. 1880 
Howetts Undisc. Country xii. 173 A little fluff under the 
Ped or a spot on the floor would have been a comfort to 
ner. 

b. The soft fur of a rabbit or other animal. 

1883 F. C. Goutp in Leisure Hour 613/2 They sneaked 
back. .with rabbits’ fluff in their jaws. 

e. ?Soft feathery material for dress. 

1875 Tennyson Q. JZary 1. iv, If this Prince of fluff and 
feather come To woo you. 

2. a. A soft, downy mass or bunch. 

1862 Mrs. Cartyte Leff. (1883) II]. 127 Larks come with 
feathers all ina fluff. 1885 E. Garretr Aé any Cost xv. 
277 A young woman. .with a fluff of golden hair about her 
face. 1891 ‘I. Harpy Zess II. 27 All this fluff of muslin 
about you. 

b. Something downy and feathery. 

1870 Lowey Study Wind. (1886) 46 ‘Tiny fluffs of feathered 
life. 1888 T. Gray in Lxcycl. Brit. XXIII. 129 Sometimes 
he [Edison] used what he describes as a fluff, that is, a little 
brush of silk fibre. 

3. slang. a. On railways (sce quots.) ; b. Theatr. 
‘*Vines” half learned and imperfectly delivered’ 
(Farmer). 

1874 Slang Dict., Fluff, railway ticket clerks’ slang for 
short change given by them. ‘The profits thus accruing are 
called ‘fluffings’, and the practice is known as ‘fluffing’. 
1890 Star 27 Jan. 2/4 Many porters on this line are but 
getting 15s, per week, and with regard to ‘tips’, or, as we 
say ‘fluff’—well [etc.]. 1891 World 3 June 28/1 Even as 
seen through a veil of ‘fluff’, the burlesque is irresistibly 
amusing. 


Fluff (flvf), sb.2 Sc. and north. dial. [see Fuurr 
v2) A puff; a quick, short blast, a whiff; a slight 
explosion. /¢. and fig. 

1819 Rennie St, Patrick III, i. 31 I'm sure an ye warna 
a fish or something war, ye could never a’ keepit ae fluff o” 
breath in the body o’ ye in aneath the loch. 1871 C. Gipson 
Lack of Gold x, You'll see how cozily we'll blaze together 
to a white ash, and go off at the same minute with a fluff of 
affection. /éid. xviii, The nuts leapt off with a ‘ fluff’. 

b. Comb., as fluff-gib, a squib, ‘ explosion of 
gunpowder’ (Jam.). 

1818 Scorr Rob Roy xxxi, Wi’ fighting, and flashes, and 
fluff-gibs. 

Fluff (flof), vt [f. Four sd.1] 

1. trans. Leather-manuf. (See quot.) Cf. Burr v. 

1882 Paton in Lucycl. Brit. XIV. 387/1 The flesh side is 
whitened or fluffed. 

2. To make into fluff, pick into oakum. 

1892 Pall Mall G. 14 Mar. 2/2 Looking up from the rope 
I was fluffing. 

3. To shake out or wp into a soft mass like fluff. 
Also ref. (of a bird): To shake or puff out its 
feathers. 

1885 Lavy Brassey The Trades 137 The ‘ Johnny Crows’ 
-- fluff and plume and dust themselves without cessation. 
1885 O. T. Mitter in Harfer’s Mag. Mar. 599 He [a bird] 
fluffs himself out intoa ball. 1887 Poor Nellie (1888) 265 The 
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young ladies showed off the silky satins..then fluffed them 
up into a kind of pyramid. 1893 S. Granp Heavenly 
7 wins (1894) 279 She..fluffed her hair out till her head 
seemed preposterously large. 

4. intr. a. To move or float softly like fluff. b. 
To settle dows like a ball or mass of fluff. 

1872 O. W. Hotmes Joet Break/-t. iii. (1885) 60 She 
gave the music-stool a twirl or two and fluffed down on to it 
like a whirl of soapsuds in a hand-basin, 1888 W, C. 
Russet Death Ship V1. 221 “Twas a..fog..fluffing thick 
and soft as feathers about the ship. 

5. Slang. a. fluff it! (see quot. 1859). b. (of 
railway booking-clerks) To give short change. ce. 
To disconcert, ‘floor’? (a public speaker) ; (cf. 
Furr v.2 1a). ad. (Zheatr.) To blunder one’s 
part. 

1859 Slang. Dict., Fluff zt, a term of disapprobation 
implying ‘take it away, I don’t want it’. 1884 G. Moore 
Mummers Wife xx. 286 Mortimer was drunk, did not 
know his words, and went ‘ fluffing’ all over the shop. 

Fluff (flvf), v.2 Sc« [belongs to FLurr sd,? ; 
of onomatopceic origin.] 

1. a. trans. To knock out of breath; to cause to 
pant. Only in fass. b. intr. To puff, pant. ec. 
To make a fuss. 

1790 SuirrEFs Poems 21 But yet, nae ferly gin I’m fluff'd. 
1813 Hocce Quecen’s Wake 72 We borit the breiste of the 
bursting swale, Or fluffit i’ the flotyng faem. 1889 Mrs. 
Lynn Linton 770’ the Long Night 1. 1. i. 310 She had 
often fluffed and fumed to Anne over that provision of her 
father’s will. 

2. trans. To make (gunpowder) ignite and go 
off. Also ¢o fluffin the pan. Cf. FLASH v. 5 c. 

1825 Jamieson, /o fluff powder, to burn gunpowder 3; 
to make it fly off, S. 1855 Ocitvie Sufpl., Fliffed 7’ the 
pan, burned priming without firing the barrel of the gun or 
pistol [Scotch]. 

Flu‘ffiness. [f. Fuurry a. + -ness.] The 
quality of being fluffy, in various senses. 

1860 Dickens Uncomm. Trav. vi, An air of mingled 
fluffiness and heeltaps. 1879 Sata Paris herself again 
(1880) II. x. 145 The old beaver hat, remarkable .. for .. its 
fluffiness of texture. 1886 /’un2 4 Aug. 44/2 A.. clerical- 
looking young man, charged with fluffiness in a public 
conveyance, said he was sober as a judge when taken into 
custody. 1893 Farmer Slang, /luffiness 2 (theatrical), the 
trick, or habit, of forgetting words. 

Fluffing (flvfin), vé/.56. [f. FLurrz.! +-1nel.] 
The action of the vb. FLurr; attrib. in fluffing 
machine, wheel (see Fuurr v.! 1). 

1885 C. T. Davis Alanuf. Leather 550 Leather Fluffing 
and Grounding Machines, 1886 Harris 7echn. Dict. Fire 
Insurance, Fluffing Wheels... fine skins have all roughnesses 
removed by being stretched against fine emery-cloth wheels, 
revolving at a high speed. 

Fluffy (ffi), a. [f. Frurr sd,.1+-y.1] 

1. Consisting of or resembling fluff; of soit, 
downy texture. 

1825 Jamieson, /Vf7y, applied to any powdery substance 
that can be easily put in motion or blown away ; as to ashes, 
hair-powder, meal, &c. 1860 THAckERAy Loved ii, A great 
hulking Bluecoat boy, with fluffy whiskers. 1863 Miss 
Brapvvon Lleanor's Vict. 1. v. 106 The fluffy worsted 
curtains were drawn, 1887 R. N. Carry Uncle Max xiii. 
103 [She] buried her face in a very fluffy little muff. 

b. Of timber: (see quot.). 

1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Timber is said to be 
fluffy when the sawdust is stringy, and moist and greasy 
instead of granular and sharp, 

2. Of persons: Covered with fluff. Of plants 
and animals: Covered with down, soft hairs, 


feathers, or fur; downy. 

1848 Dickens Domdey lix, Fluffy and snuffy strangers. 
1856 F. E. Pacer Ow/let Ovwdst., 110, That dreary-looking 
man, with a fluffy effect about his head, as though it were 
sprinkled with the contents of a pillow. 1862 H. Marryat 
Vear in Sweden 1.75 The road-side bright with the fluffy 
blue anemone. 1863 Fr. A. Kempster Resid. in Georgia 259 
These poor little fluffy things [rabbits]. 1879 Herspa 
Stretton Weedle's Eye 1. 145 The fluffy yellow chickens. 

3. Slang. a. Drunk and incapable (sce quot. 
1886 s.y. Fuurrinuss). b. Zheatr. Liable to 
forget one’s ‘lines’. 

1885 Ne/eree 26 July 3/2 One or two others were .. what 
actors call fluffy in their lines, 1893 Pad Afall G. 17 Jan. 
7/2 After the chorus is perfect, the principals are ‘fluffy’, 
especially when the principais are fashionable amateurs. 

4. quasi-sd. A fluffy animal. 

1889 Daily News 23 Oct. 7/1 Strictly smooth haired 
creatures are ata disadvantage among the fluffies. 

Flugelman, Flught: see FucLeman, Fiucut. 

Fluht, obs. form of Fiigur. 

+Fluwible, a. Ods. [ad. L. type *fucdil-ds, f. 

Jiucre to flow.] Capable of flowing, fluid. 

1576 'T. Newton tr. Lemmnie's Touchstone 1. iv. 26 b, Seede 
..is..moyste, fluible and liquide. 1605 Timmer Quersit. 1. 
xv. 70 The spiritual and fluible parts [of the body]. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage v. xiii. 510 The sea being a liquid 
fluible bodie. 1683 Perrus /‘leta Min. 1. 1. xxxvil. 199 ‘This 
Fluss or fluible Composition maketh the scoria’s deft. 


Fluid (fl id), a. and sd. Also 7 fluide. [a. Fr. 

Jiuide, ad. L. fuid-us, f. flucre to flow ; see -1D.] 
A. adj. 

1. Having the property of flowing; consisting of 
particles that move freely among themselves, so as 
to give way before the slightest pressure. (A. 
general term including both gaseous and liguid 
substances.) 

















FLUIDIC. 


1603 Hottanp Plutarch's Mor, 1361 To..presse together 
that which of the owne nature is fluid and runneth out. 
1638 WiLkins New IWVorld 1. xii. (1640) 178 The appearance 
of the milky way dos not arise from some fluider parts of 
the heaven (as he supposes). 1667 Mitton /, L. vi. 349 
Spirits..Cannot..mortal wound Receive, no more then can 
the fluid air. 1711 Pore Vem. Fame 447 'Vhro’ undulating 
air the sounds are sent, And spread o’er all the fluid element. 
1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 111. 315 The salt fuses readily, 
and runs very fluid. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. xxi. (1852) 
493 Masses of lava have been shot through the air whilst 
fluid. 

b. fig. and of non-physical things : Flowing or 
moving readily; not solid or rigid; not fixed, firm, 
or stable. 

1642 H. More Song of Soult. 1. iv, So fluid chance is set 
its certain bound. 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. i. ii. (1673) 31 
The fluid and transitory condition of man’s life. 1719 
De For Crusoe Il. i. 290 The French, whose Temper is 
allowed to be more volatile .. and their Spirits more fluid 
than in other Nations. 1873 M. Arnoitp Lit. §& Dogma 
(1876) p. xv, The language of the Bible is fluid, passing, and 
literary, not rigid, fixed, and scientific. 1885 Academy 
6 June 400/1 A time when the Evangelical tradition was 
still fluid. 

2. Of speech, etc.: Flowing easily and clearly. 
+ Of a speaker: Fluent. 

1691 Woop Ath. O-von, (1815) II. 219 He [Edmund 
Bunney] was the most fluid preacher in the reign of 
qu. Elizabeth, for he seldom or never studied for what he was 
to deliver, but would preach and pray extempore. c¢1789 
Gipson JZem. Misc. Wks. 1796 I. 159 Monsignor Stonor .. 
discovers much venom in the /7uid and nervous style of 
Gibbon, 

B. sé. 

1. A substance whose particles move freely among 
themselves, so as to give way before the slightest 
pressure. 

Fluids are divided into liquids, which are incompletely 
elastic, and gases, which are completely so. 

1661 Boye Spring of Air 1. iv. (1682) x0 The air being 
a fluid. a@xjzt Kemi Mazfpertuts’ Diss. iii. (1734) 19 
Descartes to account for the Revolutions of the Planets 
around the Sun, supposes them imerged in a Fluid, which 
[etc]. 1807 AZed. Frnl. XVII. 275 From the first he 
swallowed fluids with difficulty. 1813 Sir H Davy Ag7ic. 
Chem. i. (1814) 13 Mr. Cavendish made the grand discovery 
that it [water] was composed of two elastic fluids or gases. 
eles ant Unipl. Kinemat. vi. heading, Kinematics of 

uids. 

b. sfec. Any liquid constituent or secretion of 


the body (or of a plant). 

1704 F. Futter Aled. Gyn. Pref., Moderate exercise will 
enrich the Fluids. 1732 ArnuTHNot A2les of Diet 259 They 
--act strongly both on the Fluids and Solids. 1804 Knicur 
in PAil. Trans, 186 Gravitation will act on the fluid 
descending from the leaves. 1831 R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 
3 The fluids constitute the greater part of the organs. 1844 
Hostyn Dict. Med., Fluid of Cotunnius, a thin gelatinous 
fluid, found inthe bony cavities of the labyrinth of the ear. 
1878 L. P. Merevitu 7 eth 49 ‘They decay on account of the 
bad condition of the fluids of the mouth. 

2. One of several subtle, imponderable, all-per- 
vading substances, whose existence has been assumed 
to account for the phenomena of heat, magnetism, 


and electricity. 

1750 FrANKLIN Left, Wks. 1840 V. 246 The particles of 
the electrical fluid. 1832 Nat. PAilos., Magnetism iv. § 152. 
36 (Useful Knowl. Soc.) The supposition, that its phenomena 
are occasioned by the agency of two magnetic fluids, 
residing in the particles of iron.. They have been de- 
nominated respectively the Austral and Boreal fluids. 1881 
Maxwe tt Elect». & Magn. 1. 39 In most expositions of this 
theory the two electricities are called ‘ Fluids’. 


3. Comb. as fluid-containing adj.; also fluid 


compass, lens (see quots.). 

1753 N. Torriano Nox-Naturals 50 The Fluid-containing 
Vessels. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Fluid compass, 
that in which the card revolves in its bowl floated by 
alcohol. 1874 Knicur Dict, Mech. 1. 891/1 Fluid-lens, one 
in which a liquid is imprisoned between circular glass disks 
of the required curvatures. 

Fluid, obs. Sc. form of Fioop. 

Fluidal (fl idal),@. Geol. [f. Fuum sd. +-au.J 
Of or resembling a fluid; (see quots.). 

1879 Dana Man. Geol. (ed. 3) 65 Igneous rocks sometimes 
exhibit under the microscope a fluidal texture; that is, the 
material..shows wavy lines or bands, which are evidence of 
a former fluid state, and of movement or flowing when in 
that state, 1893 Grixie Geol. (ed. 3) 100 Streaked [structure] 
-.conspicuously shown by the lines of flow in vitreous 
rocks (flow-structure, fluxion-structure, fluidal-structure). 

Fluidice (flzi'dik), a [fas prec. + -1c. Cf. 
F. fluidique (sense 2).] 

1. Of the nature of a fluid. 

1883 WincHELL World-life 1. ii. § 6. 242 The .. older 
fluidic condition .. impresses more important results on the 
life-history of satellites, 

2. Spiritualism. Of or belonging to a supposed 
supersensible ‘double’ (of ‘fluid’ or ethereal con- 
sistence) possessed by every being. 

1877 Biavatsky Isis Unveiled I. i, 12 The Astral Soul, or 
the inner, fluidic body. 1882 Maser Cotuins Cobwebs I1. 
179 The fluidic atmosphere which passes from one human 
being to another, 1887 H. S. Oxcorr tr. A. D'Assier’s 
Posth. Humanity iv. 103 Besides its exterior and organic 
form, the human body possesses an interior and fluidic 
form, moulded after the former. 

So Flui‘diform a. [F. fuidiforme.] 

xray H. S. Otcorr tr. A. D' Assier’s Posth. Humanity ii. 
68 The existence of a plexus of fluidiform capillaries con- 
necting the phantom with the body from which it emanates, 


FLUIDIFY. 
Fluidify (flezi-difsi), v. 


trans. To make fluid. 

1851-9 Darwin in A/ax. Sct. Eng. 283 Granite rocks which 
have been fluidified. 1859 Topp Cyc/. Anat, V. 280/2 This 
fluid condenses, fluidifies the respiratory gases 72 ¢ransitu. 

Hence Flui-dified f//. a.; also Fluidifica'tion, 
the action of making fluid; Flui-difier, an agent 
that fluidifies. 

1837 S. Smita Philos. Health I. x. 161 It .. needs no 
apparatus for the .. fluidification of its food. 1842 Darwin 
Geol. Observ. 11. xiv. (1876) 500 he fluidified granite. 1876 
Bartuotow Jat. Med. (1879) 235 The alvine dejections. . 
consist at first of fluidified faeces. 1876 Garrop 77eat. 
Gout (ed. 3) 407 Bicarbonate of soda..causes a species of 
solution of the blood, and hence medicines of this class 
have been called fluidifiers. 

Fluidism (fl idiz’m). [f. as prec. + -1sM.] 

1. The theory which refers all diseases to the state 
of the fluids in the body. 

1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1. 416/t The less shall we feel 
inclined to admit the exclusive claims either of fluidism or 
solidism. 1860 Worcester, /Vuidism, the doctrine of those 
who refer all diseases to alterations of the fluids of the body. 

2. Spiritualism. The hypothesis of the existence 
of supersensible ‘ fluidic’ bodies (see FLuIpI¢ 2). 
So Fiuidist [see -1st], one who supports the 
hypothesis of fluidism (in either sense), 

1888 Amer. Frul. Psychol. 1. 500 All such facts favor the 
fluidists. 

Fluidity (fl,i-diti). [f Fuuma.+-mry. Cf. 
F. Aaidite, 

1. The quality or condition of being fluid. 

1605 TiMME Qversit. 1.iv. Db, Sulphur, . with his humidity, 
softnesse, and fluidity or passablenes, 1667 PAi/. / rans. 
II. 491 A too great fluidity of the bloud..may cause death, 
1744 BerKELry S7z7/s § 60 Being good against too great 
fluidity as a balsamic. 1827 Farapay Chem. Manip, xv. 
359 The cement should be heated to fluidity. 1858 GREENER 
Gunnery 261 The immense resistance which the fluidity of 
the air offered to projectiles. 1869 Puitiirs Veszz', iv. 107 
A stream of lava of remarkable fluidity. 

b. fig. and of non-physical things. 

1824 Gat Rothelan II. 1. iii. 116 If Ralph Hanslap had 
any fluidity of mind. 1873 Contemp. Rev. XXII. 794 The 
remarkable diffusion and fluidity of these distinctively 
Semitic names of God. 1886 Mrs. Lynn Linton Pastox 
Carewiii, He. .ridiculed the fossilization of Toryism equally 
with the fluidity of Radicalism. 1892 S/eaker 3 Sept. 294/2 
The fluidity and informality of the Church’s prime. 

2. Of speech, literary composition, etc.; The 
quality of flowing easily and clearly, 

1603 FLorio Montaigne 1. xxxvi. 115 First a blithe and 
ingenious fluiditie [F. /2uédi/é], then a quaint-wittie and 
loftie conceit. 1822 New Monthly Mag. VI. 441 Singing 
with .. sweetness and fluidity. 1880 SwinBurRNE Study 
Shaks. ii. (ed. 2) 91 ‘Vhere is the same comparative tenuity 
and fluidity of verse. 1883 Nation (N. Y.) 29 Nov. 446/3 
The letters [of Mme. de Rémusat].. have much grace, 
much fluidity of thought, and of expression. 

Fluidize (flidoiz), v. [f. FLuip +-1Z8.] trans. 
To convert into a fluid ; to fluidify. 

185s in CLarKE Dict. 

Flwidly, adv. rare. [see-ty2.] Ina fluid manner. 

1678 Woop Lz (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 419 If they see a man 
talk seriously they talk fluidly nonsense. 1690 tr. Plutarch’s 
Mor. IX. vit. 15 This being fluidly disposed did run into 
those places which were hollow. 

+Flwidness. Ods. [see -ness.] The state 
or quality of being fluid; fluidity. 74 and fig. 

1626 Donne Ser. 1xxx. 817 The fluidnesse, the transitori- 
nesse of all such temporall things. 1547 H. More Song of 
Soul Notes 388 The fluidnesse of the Planetary heavens 
is acknowledged. 1670 W. Simpson //ydrol. Ess. 137 The 
eucrasy & fluidness..of this balsamick ferment. 

+ Flwish, a. Os. In 5 flewische. [f. FLUE 
a. +-ISH.] _ Somewhat weak or drooping. Of the 
countenance: Haggard, melancholy. 

c1460 J. Russetn Bk. Nurture 777 With a flewische 
countenaunce. 1674 Ray WV. C. Words, Flush, fluid, 
wa(s]hy, tender, weak. 

Fluit, obs. form of FLure, 

Fluitant (fl itant), a rare. [ad. L. fluztant- 
em, pr. pple. of flaztare freq. of flucre to flow.] 
Floating. 

1676 H. More Remarks 54 That the fluitant parts of the 
Air in this more subtle fluid may yield to motion every 
way. 1889 Cent. Dict., Fluitant, in bot., floating. 

Fluke (flzk), 52.1 Forms: 1-2 floc, flooe, 5-6 
floke, (5 flewke,) 6-9 flook(e, 6-7 flouk(e, (6 Sc. 
fluike), 8-9 fleuk, flowk, (8 d7a/. fleak, fluck, 9 
dial. fluik), 4- fluke, [OE. /ééc str. (of uncertain 
gender), cognate with ON. féke wk, masc. ; related 
by ablaut to Ger. flach flat.] 

1. A flat fish, esZ. the common flounder, Plewro- 
nectes Flesus. 

aqjoo Efinal Gloss. 802 Platisa, flooc. a1o0o0 ALL¥RIC 
Collog. in Wr.-Wiilcker 94 Fage and floc and lopystran and 
fela swylces. 14.. Wom. ibid. 705 Hic pelanius, a flewke, 
1478 Boroner /tin. (Nasmith 1778) 29t Homines possunt 
piscare .. de flokes. 1523 Firzuers. “usd. § 55 And thou 
cut the lyuer [of a rotten shepe] therin wylbe lytell quicknes 
lyke flokes. 1602 Carew Cornwall 106 b, Wry-mouthed 
Flooke. 1744 Presron in Phil. Trans. XLIII. 61/2 In the 
Sea they catch. . Flukes, Trouts, &c. 1790 Mrs. A.WHEELER 

Westmld. Dial. 28 1'll gie the a Fleak an a Pot-ful a Saur 
Milk. 1819 Scorr Av#zg. xi, I'll bid you a shilling for the 
fluke and the cock-padle. 

b. asa type of flatness. 

?ax400 Morte Arth, 1088 Flatt mowthede as a fluke. 


[f. as prec. +-(1)FY.] 
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a 1605 Montcomente Fiyting w. Polwart 111 I's fell thee 

like a fluike, flatlings on the flure. 1804 R. ANDERSON 

Cumberid. Ball. 106 Her feet flat and braid, as big fluiks. 
ce. slang. =Fuar sb.3 13. 

1804 Sporting Mag. XXIII, 201 The unguarded flukes, 
whom they can inveigle to play. 

2. A parasitic trematoid worm, of several species, 
found es. in the livers of sheep, so called from its 
resemblance to a fluke or flounder. 

(Cf. quot, 1523 in sense 1.] 1668 Witkins Real Char. 1. 
v. § 2. 123 Insects.. whose shape doth somewhat resemble 
a Flounder, found. .in. .the liver of several of the Ruminant 
kind,.Fluke. 1755 Nicuotts in PAil. Trans, XLIX. 247 
A small flat worm, resembling a sole..is found in the gall- 
duct, by the butchers term’d flooks. 1845 Bubp Dis. Liver 
399 Fourteen flukes were found ..in the duodenum of a 
Lascar. 1884 in Chamb. Frnl. 3 May 278/2. 

3. A variety of kidney potato, perh. so called 
from its shape. 

1868 VV. § Q. Ser. 1v. I. 100 1874 E. H. Ruppock Je.rt- 
bk, Mod. Med. (1893) 38 The best sorts [of potatoes] are .. 
the Forty-fold, and the Fluke, 1884 in Chesh. Gloss. 

4. attrib. and Comd. a. simple attrib. (sense 2), 
as fluke-disease, -worm ; —. instrumental (sense 2), 
as fluke-infested adj. ; ce. similative (sense 1), as 
Jiuke-mouthed adj. Also fluke-rake, a rake with 
triangular prongs used for taking flukes; fluke- 
wort (see quot. 1861). 

1884 Cham, Frni. 3 May 278/1 This disease—Liver-fluke, 
*Fluke Disease, Liver-rot, as it is variously termed. /ézd. 
278/2 The bodies of *fluke-infested sheep. ?a@1400 Morte 
Arth, 2780 Thow wenes for to flay us, *ffloke-mouthed 
schrewe. 1766 Brookes Art Angling 85 In the hot 
Months, there are great Quantities caught with the *Fluke- 
Rake. 1794-6 E. Darwin Zoon. (1801) IV. 250 When 
the *fleuk-worm is preying on the substance of their livers. 
1802 Bincrey Anim. Biog. (1813) ILI. 395 Fluke-worms are 
oftentimes very numerous in the viscera of quadrupeds. 
1597 GerarvE Herbal, u. cxliii. § 3. 424 In Northfolke it 
[Water Pennywoort] is called *Flowkwoort. 1861 Mrs. 
Lanxester Wild Mlowers 61 Marsh Pennywort.,is also 
known as..Fluke-wort, and Sheep’s-bane. ‘These..names 
it has obtained on account of its being supposed to produce 
the rot..in animals that feed upon it. 

Fluke (flzk), 5.2 Forms: 6-8 flook(e, 6 
Sc. fluik, 7 flouke, (flouck), 8- fluke. [of un- 
certain origin; possibly a transferred use of FLUKE 
sb.1, from resemblance of shape; cf. the inadmissible 
suggestion in the following quot. 

1886 R. C. Lestir Sea-fainter's Log x. 200 The name 
‘fluke’ or ‘flowk’ well expresses the shape of the flounder, 
which is that of the fluke of an old-fashioned anchor 

See also FLUE sb.8 2.] 

1. One of ‘the broad triangular plates of iron on 
each arm of the anchor, inside the bills or extreme 
points, which, having entered the ground, hold the 
ship’ (Admiral Smyth). 

1561 Epren Arte Nauig, Aiijb, The Thirreni founde 
the vse of the anker of one graspe or flooke. 1600 HoLLanp 
Livy XXxvi. xxx. 962 Her owne anker, which by one of 
the floukes tooke fast hold. 1743 Butketey & Cummins 
Voy. S. Seas 115 All Hands haul’d .. which weigh'd the 
Grapenel, but streighten’d one ofthe Flukes. 1864 ‘Trenny- 
son En, Ard. 18 Among the waste and lumber of the 
shore. . Anchors of rusty fluke, 

pb. The barbed head of a lance, arrow, etc. Cf. 
FLUKED 1629. Also U.S. ‘one of the barbs of a 
harpoon or toggle-iron; a flue’ (Cet. Dict.). 

«1605 Montcomerie Misc. Poems xxviii, 58 And eviry 
shaft..To haif als mony heeds, And evirie head als mony 
huikis, And evirie huik als mony fluiks, 1613 Purcuas 
Pilerimage Vv. xvii. (1614) 544 A great launce couered with 
gold and the fluke set with stones. 1841 CatLin WV. Amer. 
Ind. (1844) I. v. 33 The one [arrow] with long flukes or barbs, 

c. A name for various instruments resembling 
the prec. in shape: see quots. 

1841 Harrsnorne Salop. Ant. Gloss., Fluke, a lancet 
used for letting blood from horses. 1849 Weare Dict. 
Terms, Fluke, in mining, the head of a charger 3 an instru- 
ment used for cleansing the hole previous to blasting. 
1878 Cumbia, Gloss. Supp., /leukk, the web of the plough 
sock, 

2. pl. ‘The two parts which constitute the large 
triangular tail of the whale’ (Adm. Smyth). Zo 
turn or peak the flukes: of a whale, to go under 
(see quot. 1839); hence ¢ransf. (aut. slang) to 
go to bed, ‘ turn in’, 

1725 Duptey in Phil. Trans. XXXII, 256 While young, 
and carried by the Dam on the Flukes of their Tails. 1839 1. 
Beae Nat. Hist. SpermWhale 44 The flukes are then lifted 
high into the air, and the animal..descends perpendicu- 
larly..this act..is called by whalers ‘peaking the flukes’, 
1851 H. Metvitte Whale iii. 21 It’s getting dreadful late, 
you had better be turning flukes..it’s a nice bed. 1860 
Hartwic Sea § Wond. vi. 79 The tail-fin, or ‘ flukes’. 

3. attrib.and Comb.,as (light) fluke plough ; flake- 
chain, -rope, a chain or rope which is passed round 
the flukes of a whale to secure it when caught. 

18st H. Metvittr Whale |xxxii. 399 The whale..was 
secured there by the stiffest *fluke-chains. 1775 G, WaSu- 
incTon Wit, (1889) II. 461 Get 2 light “fluke Plows. 

Hence Fluked a., having flukes. 

1629 Z. Boyp Last Battell 1. 14 Death..with its sting, 
like a looked Dart, for to pierce thorow the heart of men. 
1831 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal J. 96 ‘Three or four fluked 
anchors are to be constructed. 

Fluke (flik), 5.8 collog. [of unknown ety- 
mology. Possibly of Eng. dialectal origin; cf. 
‘fluke, a guess’ (Whitby Gloss. 1876).] In bilhard- 








FLUME. 


playing, A successful stroke made by accident or 
chance. Hence ge. a lucky stroke, an unexpected 
success; a piece of good luck, esf. in phrase by 
afiuke. A fluke of wind: a chance breeze. 

1857 V. §& Q. Ser. 11. LV. 208/1 In playing at billiards... 
Another term is, ‘He made a flook (or fluke)’. 186x H. 
Kinestrey Ravenshoe vy, ‘Vhat was rather a fluke, was it 
not? 1868 Yates Rock Ahead 1. vi, The most unexpected 
fluke at trente et quarante. 1882 Bain 7. S. A77/d 194 ‘The 
transfer of power has gone on..by flukes and leaps in the 
dark. 1889 H. F. Woop Lug. of Rue Cain x, Whose run- 
away horse he had stopped. .by the merest fluke. 

Hence Flu‘keless a@., without a fluke. 

1895 Westm. Gaz. 5 Jan. 7/2 It was a faultless, flukeless 


performance on a standard table. 
Fluke (flzk), 50.4. dial. [app. a. ON. fléke of 


same meaning: see FLOCK sé.2] (See quots.) 
16.. T. More in Ray's N. C. Words (E. D. S.) note s. v. 
Fiitkes, locks of hair, Salop. 1847 Hatuiwett, /7ke, waste 


cotton. Lance. 

Fluke (flzk), v.' [f. Fuuxn 50.7] 

1. intr. Of a whale: To use the flukes, to ‘peak 
the flukes’: see FLUKE 50,2 2. 

1840 F. D. Bennerr Whaling Voy. 6 note, There she 
blow-o-s! Th-e-r-e again! Flukes! 1892 R. Kuiprtine 
Barrack-r. Ballads 206 Where the scared whale flukes in 
flame ! 

b. ¢ransf, in phrase ( To go) fluking or all (-a-) 
Jiuking (see quot. 1867). 

1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xxviii, We arrived on the 
following day, having gone ‘all fluking’, 1867 SmyTH 
Satlor's Word-bk. s. v. Hlukes, From the power of these 
{flukes of a whale] the phrase obtained among whalers of 
fuking or all-a-fluking, when running with a fresh free wind. 

2. trans. In Whaling. a. To disable the flukes 
of (a whale) by spading. b. To fasten (a whale) 
by means of a chain or rope. (Cent. Dict.) 

Fluke (fli), v.2 Also flook. [f. FLuKE sd.3] 

Ll. trans. Lihard-playing: To hit or pocket 
(a ball) bya fluke; to make (a stroke) by a fluke. 

1881 77es 14 Jan. 8/2 Bennett..tried for a cannon, but 
fluked the white, and..ran out the winner by go points. 
1888 Sfortsit, 20 Dec. 4/4 Fortune once more assisted 
Mitchell, who, in trying to makea red loser, fluked a cannon, 

2. transf. To get (2) or obtain by a fluke. 

1885 Pall Mall. G. 18 June 2 On the chance of crowding 
or fluking in one [picture] he will send the whole eight. 
1889 /bid, 2 May 7/3 It is very questionable whether the 
artist is really any better off for fluking £ 5co or £ 1000 now 
and again for a picture which is worth £50. 1892 /did. 25 
Aug. 1/3 He wanted to fluke a last success. 

Hence Flu‘king v//. sb., Fluking ///.a., charac- 
terized by a fluke or flukes. Flu-kist, one who 
succeeds rather by chance than by skill. 

1863 Daily Tel. 21 Aug. 4 The sensation which was 
created last year by the Miner’s fluking victory over Blair 
Athol. 1881 Soczety 23 July 24/1 ‘Time. . will show whether 
Mr. Beck is a lucky flukist or a really good shot. 1882 
Miss Brappon J?. Royal III, viii. 155 She would play that 
fluking game which she most affected at billiards. 1893 
G, D. Lesim Lets. Marco xxi. 142 There is a lot of fluking 
in the art..when we once begin to try and make a good 
picture it is all up with it. 

Fluky (flki), a.1 Also 9 flukey. [f. Fruxn 
sb.14+-¥1.] Infested with flukes; pertaining to 
an animal infested with flukes. 

185s Rosinson Whitby Gloss., Fluked or Fluky, worm- 
eaten, or rather when the worm holes channel or flow into 
each other. 1874 ‘C. Kine’ Jom Duan (Melbourne) Lxv. 
25 Regardless of flukey meat and damper. 4 

Fluky, 2.2 vare—*. In 8 flooky. [f. FLuKE 
sb,24+-¥1.] Ofan anchor: Having flukes. 

1718 Rowe tr. Lucan 81 No loud-mouth’d Voices call.. 
To heave the flooky Anchors from the Sand, 

Fluky (flzki), a8 Also fiukey. [f. Fluke 
5b,3 +-¥1,] 

1. Of the nature of a fluke or lucky chance ; 
obtained by chance rather than by skill. 

1879 Sat. Rev. 5 July 21 ‘There was some flukey hitting off 
Mr. Steele, 1881 Standard 8 July 6/t Lascelles scored 
a fluky two in the slips. 1886 G. B. Smit Prime Ainis- 
teys 310 The ministry .. sustained an actual but fluky 
defeat, 1893 Pall Mall G, 21 June 5/2 The result..is 
a capital example of the flukey nature of the game. 

2. Uncertain; favouring unexpected results. 

1880 Daily Tel. 7 Sept., There are the fluky days, when 
the best of the breeze brings all the stern boats up to you. 
1882 Sat. Rev. LIV. 706 A very fluky etymology. 1894 
Times 16 Apr. 10/3 The Britannia .. beating Oretta and 
Valkyrie I. hull down in very fluky winds. 

Hence Flu‘kily adv. Flu‘kiness. 

1881 Daily News 22 June 2/7 He had played very flukily. 
1888 Zid. 7 July 6/5 When all has been said..as to the 
flukiness of cricket on wet wickets. 

Flumatic, see PHLEGMATIO. 

+ Flumbarding. Ods.rare. [app. f. OF. flam- 
bard torch.) ‘A fiery character’ (Weber). 

c1300 K. A/is, 1788 Hit is an hardy flumbardyng. 

Flume (fizm), sd. Forms: 2-6 flum, 3 Orm. 
flumm, (3 flun), 3-4 flym, 3-5 flumme, 3-6 
flom(e, 4-5 flomme, 5 floum, 8-9 floom, 4- 
flume. See also Fnueam. [a. OF. flum, flun= 
Pr. flum, It. fiume:—L. fliimen river, {. flucre to 
flow. ] 

+1. A stream, a river; also, water. Ods. 

e oa Lamb, Hont. 141 Ine flum iordan, a1300 Cursor M, 


1035 Pis flummes four pat par biginnes, thoru out all ober 


contres rinnes, @ 1300 Magdalena 427 in Horstmann A éfeng, 


FLUME. 


Leg. 158 To pe flym Jordan. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 
186 At pat ilk flom Richard gaf bataile. c1450 Mirour 
Saluacioun 1406 There bene baptismes thre Off filymme, of 
flavme, of blode. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11. 450 All into 
that flume Tha drownit ilkone becaus tha culd not swym. 
1652 GAuLE Magastrom. 247 A deep flume, which was called 
the water of Juno. 

2. A mill-tail. Cf. FLEam sd.2 2, 

1855 in CLARKE Dict. 

3. U.S., ete. An artificial channel for a stream 
of water to be applied to some industrial use. 

1784 J. Betxnar Vour to White Mts. (1876) 17 One [stream] 
is so narrow as exactly to resemble a flume, and goes 
by that name. 1798 Roor Amer. Law Rep. I. 359 Laid 
the bottom of the floom to the grist mill..about four feet 
lower than the saw mill. 1862 B. Taytor Home § Abroad 
Ser. 11. ii. § 6. 126 Wooden flumes, raised on tall tressels, 
brought water from some reservoir above to the diggings. 
1882 //arpfer's Mag. Nov. 865 A curious V shaped wooden 
aqueduct or flume. : : 

b. A deep narrow channel or ravine with a 
stream running through it. 

1792 J. Berxnar Hist, New Hampsh. Il. 52 Two 
streams. .one of which descends in a trench two feet wide, 
and is called the flume, from the near resemblance which it 
bears to an artificial flume, 1841 C. T. Jackson Geol. New 
flampsh. 97 It is not practicable to walk in the bed of the 
flume. 1889 J. D. Witney United States 222 Flume..as 
applied in the United States, and chiefly in the White Moun- 
tains, means a narrow passage or defile between nearly 
perpendicular rocks, through which runs a stream. 

ce. U.S. slang. To go or be up the flume: to 
“come to grief’, ‘ be done for’; to die. 

1882 Mark Twatn [Clemens] Stolen White Eleph. etc. 97 
Well, then, that idea’s up the flume. 1888 Lonemm. Mag. 
XIII. 48 It’s no good wishing—he’s gone up the flume, 

4. Comb., as flume-car (see quot.), 

1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. IV. 350/t Flume car,a car to 
travel in a flume; wheels rest on the sides of the flume 
and the water runs a paddle wheel. 

Flume (flzm), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. zntr. To build a flume or artificial channel for 
a water-course, 

1855 in CrarKke Dict. 1883 Burton & Cameron Gold 
Coast II. xvi, 116 The hydraulic system of sluicing and 
fluming. , 

2. trans. To convey (or bring 27) down a flume. 

1875 Miss Birp Sandwich Is, (1880) 76 The cane is being 
flumed in with great rapidity. 

3. (See quot.) 

1876 Wuitney in Excycl, Brit. 1V. 701 The rivers..were 
‘flumed ’—that is, the water was taken out of the natural 
channel by means of wooden flumes. 

Hence Flu‘ming vé/. sd. ; 
=material composing a flume. 

1879 ATCHERLEY Soerland 173 The unsightly fluming and 
other erections which continually meet the eye. 

+ Flu‘minal, a. Os! [ad. L. fiiminal-is 
f. fliimen viver.] Of or pertaining to a river. 

1633 IT. Apams La. 2 Peter ii. 8 Fluminall baptisme is 
a cold proofe of a mans Christendom, except this flaminall 
baptisme of fire..approve it. (Cf. c1qgos.v. FLUME sé. 1.) 

+ Flumino’'se, a. Ofs.—° [as if ad. L. */7- 
minos-us, f. fllimen: see prec. and -OSE.] ‘Full of 
rivers’ (Bailey vol. II. 1727). 

+ Flu'minous, ¢. Ods.—° [f. as prec.: see 
-ous.] Full of rivers; of or pertaining to rivers. 

1656 in Biounr Glossogr, 1721-1800 in Baitey. Hence 
in mod. Dicts. 

Flummadiddle (fle madid’l). U.S. 
flumme-, [prob. arbitrarily f. FLUMMERY.] 

1. (See quot.) 

1872 S. De VERE Americanisms 338 Flummadiddle. .con- 
sists of stale bread, pork-fat, molasses, cinnamon, alispice, 
[etc.]; by the aid of these materials akind of mush is made, 
which is baked in the oven and brought to the table hot and 
brown. 1884 Sata in Z//ustr, Lond. News 19 July 51/2. 

2. slang. Nonsense, humbug; also, something 
trivial or ridiculous. 

1882 E. CumminGs in Chicago Advance 21 Sept., Direc- 
tions for. .crocheting all sorts of flummediddles. 

+Flummer (flvmo1), v. Ods.  [prob. two 
words: in sense I app. onomatopceic; in sense 

2 back-formation from FLUMMERY.] 

1. ¢vans. To repeat indistinctly, mumble. 

1533 Latimer in Foxe A, § AZ. (1563) 1310/2 As though 
the very worke & labour of flummering the Aue Marie 
is very acceptable to our Lady. 

2. To deceive by flattery, to humbug. 

1764 Foote Mayor of G.u. i. 37 No flummering me. I tell 
you, Matthew, 'twont do. 1777 F. Burney Evelina xvi, 
Do they spend all their time in flummering old women? 

Flummery (flzmori). Also flommeri, 
flumery, thlummery, 7-8 flamery. [a. Welsh 
llymru, of unknown etymology; the /#- and 
Herbert’s ¢4/- are attempts to render the sound of 
Welsh //-; cf. FLUELLIN.] 

1. ‘A kind of food made by coagulation of wheat- 
flour or oatmeal’ (J.). Cf. Sowxns. 

1623 MarkHam Z2g. Housew. vi. 222 From this small 
Oat-meale, by oft steeping it in water and clensing it, and 
then boyling it to a thicke and stiffe Ielly, is made that ex- 
cellent dish of meat which is so esteemed in the West parts 
of this Kingdome, which they call Wash-brew, and in 
Chesheire and Lankasheire they call it Flamerie or Flumerie. 
1634 Sir T, Hersert Trav. 150 The poore eat Rice some- 
times, but most commonly Roots..and Fraize like to our 

hlummery. 1760 Gotpsm. Cit. W, lviii, A farmer..who 
used to sup upon wild ducks and flummery. 1821 Blackw. 


in quot. concr. 


Also 
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Mag. VIII. 541 Let Leigh Hunt sing of cabbages and 
flummery. 1839-73 Bywater Sheffield Dial, (1877) 257 
Whoile he’s had his throit scalded we heitin flummera. 

b. Modern Cookery. A name given to various 
sweet dishes made with milk, flour, eggs, ete. 

1747 Mrs. Grasse Cookery xvi. 146 ‘To make Hartshorn 
Flummery, /é7d¢. 147 ‘To make French Flummery. 1769 
Mrs, RarraLp Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 187 When you make 
a hen’s or bird’s nest, let part of your jelly be set in your 
bowl before you put on your flummery. 1877 Cassed/’s Dict, 
Cookery, Flummery—Boil two ounces of gelatine [etc.]. 

ec. (See quot.) 

1876 Crace-CAtvert Dyeing §& Calico Print. vi. 200 
Flummery (the refuse product from wheaten starch manu- 
factures). 

2. fig. Mere flattery or empty compliment ; 
nonsense, humbug, empty trifling. 

1749 Lapy Luxporoucu Let. to Shenstone 29 Nov. (1775) 
143 Lhis word flummery, you must know, Sir, means at 
London, flattery, and compliment. 1828 Scott rv. 19 Feb., 
‘The proofs. .are arrived. .but I have had no time, saving to 
blot out some flummery. 1860 THackERAy Round, Papers, 
Thorns in Cush. (1876) 50 These petitioners.,begin with 
a fine flammery about the..eminent genius of the person 
whom they are addressing. 1891 T. Harpy Jess II. xxvi. 66 
Her father. .is quite..opposed to such flummery, 

attrib, 1802 Mrs. Parsons A7yst. Visit 1V. 39, ¥ know 
you too well to be deceived by your fine flummery tales. 
1858 Masson M7lfon (1874) I. 25 Flummery pictures repre- 
senting the blind poet in a rapt attitude. 

Flummox (flymaks), v. collog. or vulear. 
Also flummix, -ux. [prob. of Eng. dialectal 
origin; cf. flummocks to maul, mangle (/feref. 
Gloss. 1839), jfltemmock slovenly person, also 
hurry, bewilderment, //mmock to make untidy, 
disorder, to confuse, bewilder (see various E. D.S. 
glossaries, Heref., Glouc., S. Cheshire, Sheffield). 
The formation seems to be onomatopceic, expressive 
of the notion of throwing down roughly and un- 
tidily; cf. ump, hummock, dial. slommock sloven.] 

1. trans. To bring to confusion; to ‘do for’, 
cause to fail; to confound, bewilder, nonplus. 

1837 Dickens Pickw, xxxiil, ‘He'll be what the Italians 
call reg'larly flummoxed’, 1840 Cambr. Univ. Mag. I. in 
Whibley /z Cap § Gown (1890) 169 So many of the men 
I know Were ‘flummox’d’ at the last great-go. c 1850 
C. Kean in Barrére & Leland Slang s. v. ‘ Fool! fool ! you 
distressed. . you—you flummuxed me !’ 1892 Padd ATadl GC. 
16 Feb. 2/1 The Unionists appear to be completely flum- 
moxed by the failure of Mr. Balfour's Land Act. 

2. U.S. collog. To ‘do up’. 

1870 TALMAGE Crumbs Swept up 270 Brushes..with which 
heiresses. .flumixed their hair. 

3. zntr. U.S. To give in, give up, collapse. 

1847 Firtp Drama in Pokerville 73 Pokerville didn't .. 
finally ‘flummix’ right beneath him. 1849 Ovstex War of 
Accomac iii. in N.Y. Tribune 25 Apr. 1/3 Men of mighty 
stomachs, Men that can’t be made to flummux. 

Hence Flummox sé. (see quot.). 

1851 B. H. Hatt College Words s.v., Any failure is called 
a flummux. In some colleges the word is particularly 
applied to a poor recitation. At Williams College, a failure 
on the play-ground is called a flummux, 1857 in DucancE 
Anauicus Vile. Tongue 8. 

Flump, sd. collog. [f. next.] The action of 
‘flumping’; the heavy dull sound so produced. 

1790 Grose Prov. Gloss. (ed. 2), Flwmnp, a fall. 1832 
J. H. Newman Le/t. (1891) I. 288 The heavy flump, flump 
of the huge cloth which is meant to dry the deck. 1856 
Leisure Hour V. 430/2 Broken now and then by..the 
flump of a dictionary on the leather-covered tables. 1891 
Mrs. L. Avams Bonnie Kate 11. vii, 196 Libbie sat down 
with a flump. 

Flump (flomp), v. collog. [onomatopeeic; cf. 
dump, flop, plump, slump. Not in Johnson, or 
Webster 1864.] 

1. intr. To fall or move heavily with a dull 
noise. 

1816 G. Cotman Br. Grins, Mr. Champernowne viii, He 
-.thought it not unwise To join in flumping down, 1823 
Moor Suffolk Words, A hawk flumps or flops on a bird. 
1838 THackeray Yedlowf/. Corr. ii, She [Mrs. Shum] 
flumps past me. 1861 — in Cornh, Mag. June 649 A 
tide Skye-terrier dog..whines, runs, jumps, flumps up on 

im. 

2. trans. To set or throw down with a dump. 

1830 Miss Mitrorp V72/age Ser. tv. (1863) 182 Flumping 
himself down in the midst of a tuft of cowslips. 1840 
Tuackeray Paris Sk, Bk. (1872) 49 Chairs were flumped 
down on the floor, 1866 St, Yames’s Mag. Oct. 345 She 
flumped herself down in the car. 

b. To bump or strike (a saddle). In quot. aésol. 

1894 Daily News 20 June 6/4 This is a very different 
thing from jerking and flumping in the canter. 

3. The vb. stem used advb. With a flump. 

1790 GroSE Prov. Gloss. (ed. 2) s.v., He came flump down. 
1841 T. T. T. Porcelain Tower 103 He cut it midway 
through—part fell down flump. 

Flunder, obs. form of FLOUNDER. 

Flung (flvn), 2//. a. [pa. pple. of Fine v.] 
In senses of the vb. 

1880 G. Merepitu Trag. Com. (1881) 170 Fish for the 
flung-away beauty, and hook your shadow of a Bottom’s 
head! 1885 Lerroy Echoes fr. Theocritus, etc. 1. xxviii, 
The flung ball takes one madding tortuous bound. 

+ Flunge, v. Os. [onomatopceic ; cf. Zy and 
plunge.| intr. ?To fly or be flung ot with 
sudden impetus, 

1583 SranynursT A@me7s 1. (Arb.) 22 Now stoans and 
fyrebrands flundge owt. 














FLUNKEYDOM. 


Flunk (flunk), sd. U.S. [f. next vb.] 

1. A backing out, a total failure, esp. in a college 
examination. 

1846 Vale Banger 10 Nov. (B. H. Hall College Weds.) 
This O .. Tutor H — said meant a perfect flunk. 1853 
Sones of Yale (Bartlett) In moody meditation sunk, Re- 
flecting on my future flunk, 

2. (See quot.) 

1893 Farmer Slang, Flunk, an idler, a loafer, 

Flunk (flojk), v. U.S. [Cf. Funk, Funx.] 

1. intr. To give up, back out, fail utterly. Also 
to flunk out. Also quasi-trans. ‘To shirk (a 


recitation) (Standard Dict.). 

1823 Crayon (Yale Coll.) (Bartlett), We must have at least 
as many subscribers as there are students in college or 
flunk out. @ 1830 Cot. Hay in Hznorous Poems (ed. W. 
M. Rossetti) 474 He never flunked and he never lied. 
1838 J.C. Neat Charcoal Sk., Rocky Smalt 46 Why, little 
’un, you must be cracked, if you flunk out before we 
begin. ; 2 

b. College slang. To fail utterly in an examina- 
tion. 

1848 Vale Lit. Mag. XIII. 322 Flunking so gloomily. 
18.. Amherst Indicator 1, 253 (Bartlett), A man who has 
flunked..is not in a state to appreciate joking. 

2. trans. To cause to ‘flunk’; to pluck. 

Mod. ‘The professor flunked me in mathematics. 

Hence Flunking ///. a. 

1848 Vale Gallinipper Nov. (B. H. Hall College Was.), 
See what a spot a flunking Soph’more made ! 


Flunkey (flynki), sd.1 Also 8-9 flunky, Sv. 
flunkie, 9 flanky. [orig. Scotch: see quots. Pos- 
sibly a diminutive corruption of FLANKER. ] 

1. A male servant in livery, esf. a footman, lackey; 
usually with implied contempt. 

1782 Sir J. Sinciair Odbserv. Scot. Dial. in Life (1837) I. 
48 Flunkie a footman ; literally a sidesman or attendant at 
your flank, 1787 Burns Twa Dogs 54 His flunkies answer 
at the bell. 1826 Hoop Recipe for Civilization, But play 
at dummy, like the monkeys, For fear mankind should make 
them flunkies. 1848 THackeray Le/. 1 Aug. [They] did 
not see by my appearance that I was not a flunkey. 1876 
J. Saunners Lion ix Path xx, The flunkey went off to 
seek Jemima the maid. 

b. Maut. slang. A ship’s steward. 
1883 in W. C. Russet Sazlors’ Lang. 

2. Applied contemptuously to a person who 
behaves obsequiously to persons above him in rank 
or position; a ‘lackey’, toady, snob. 

1855 THACKERAY Wewcomes II. v. 49 You young flunkeys 
of the aristocracy. 1856 O_mstEep Slave States 217 The 
miserable rabble of snobs and flunkies. 1884 LaBoucHERK 
in /orxtn. Rev, Feb. 209 The rage and indignation of every 
flunkey in the kingdom. 

3. attrib.and Comb., as flunkey customer, species, 
work; flunkey-flanked a. 

1826 J. Witson Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 268 Rolling 
along in flunky-flanked eckipages. 1843 CarLyLe Past § 
Pr. 1. v. 41 Certain of the flunkey species. 1858 DickENs 
Let. 6 Sept., Such a schoolmaster .. could not exist, unless 
he had flunkey customers by the dozen. 1887 FENN JZaster 
Ceremonics iv, It was beggarly work—flunkey work, and it 
disgusted me, 

Hence many nonce-wds.: Flu:nkey v. zxzr., to 
act like a flunkey. Flu‘nkeyage [after peerage etc.], 
the class of flunkeys a list of flunkeys. Flunkeyal 
a., of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a flunkey. 
Flwnkeyfied #//. a., imbued with flunkeyism. 
Flu-nkeyhood, the fact or state of being a flunkey. 
Flu‘nkeyish @., Flunkeyi'stic @a., Flu'nkeyite 
a., characteristic wf or resembling a flunkey. 
Flwnkeyize v. /vavs., to imbue with the spirit of 
a flunkey. 

1864 E. A. Murray Z. Norman 1. 253 By flunkeying after 
that set of rabble. 1848 (¢7¢7e) The Flunkey and the British 
Flunkeyage, a Companion to Burke’s Peerage, by Birken- 
hare. 1864 77es 27 June 11/1 If he is anxious to proclaim 
his flunkial subserviency, let him do so, 1848 ‘THACKERAY 
Bk. Snobs xiii, ‘That .. inimitable, flunkefied pronunciation, 
1843 CartyLte Past § Pr, u. vii. 102 All his flunkeyhood 
and horn-eyed dimness. 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 524 
‘There is something flunkyish..in the whole passage. 1879 
T. P. O'Connor Disraeli 196 A very considerable amount 
of flunkeyish worship of the powerful. 1858 /2/ustx. Times 
18 Dec. 407 A Titanic flunkey with the orthodox flunkey- 
istic calves. 1858 /did. 24 July, We do detest. .the flunkey- 
ite view of aristocracy. 1878 GoLpw. Situ in Zcho 19 Dec. 
2 The attempt to flunkeyise the New World. 


Flunkey (flonki), 50.2 U.S. [f. Fuunx v. or 
sb, +-¥]. One who ‘flunks’ or ‘comes to grief’; 
in College slang, one who fails in an examination ; 
in Stock Exchange language, an ignorant person 
who dabbles in financial speculation. 

1841 Week in Wall St. 91 Vl help the bulls operate for 


a_rise and draw in the flunkies. 1859 Vale Lit. Mag. 
(Farmer), I... Saved him from the flunkey’s doom. 


Flu‘nkeydom. [f. Frunxry sd.!+-pom.] 
1. The domain of flunkeys; flunkeys collec- 
tively. 


1849 Fraser's Mag. XL. 14 The finest ‘marine parade’, 
as flunkeydom terms it, in all England. 1884 Punch 29 Mar. 
z54/a The whole of Flunkeydom will at once withdraw their 

upport, 

2. The spirit or behaviour of a flunkey. 

1850 Kincstry A/t. Locke xxv, Mackaye too, who, how- 
ever he hated flunkeydom, never overlooked an act of dis- 
courtesy, 1879 Contemp. Rev. XXXVI. 291 Flunkeydom 
js much more insufferable. .than swelldom itself. 


FLUNKEYISM. 


Flunkeyism (flo‘nk¢\iz’m). Also flunkism. 
[f. as prec. + -1sM.] The quality characteristic of a 
flunkey; the manners, speech, ete. of a flunkey. 

1831 /raser's Mag. VV. 312 A sinking journal, which its 
own inconsistencies and flunkism had irrevocably damned. 
1843 CARLYLE Past § Pr. 1. vi. (1872) 30 We, for our share, 
will put away all Flunkeyism from us. 1886 Law Times 
LXXX. 297/2 Flunkeyism and toadyism in legal proceedings 
have not been diminishing of late years. 

Fluo- (fl0). Chem. and Min, Abbreviation of 
Fivor, used as combining form in many names 
of compounds containing fluorine, as Flu:obo:rate, 
a salt of fluoboric acid. Flu:obo:ric acid, a name 
originally applied to the gas terfluoride of boron 
(BF;), now applied to the compound (H,B,O,. 
6 HF) obtained by saturating water with this. 
Flu:oce‘rine, Flu:o-ce‘rite, a native fluoride of 
cerium and the allied metals. Flu:o-hy‘dric 
(acid) = Flworhydric. Also in the names of other 
acids of which fluorine is a component along 
with some other element as Flu:ochro‘mic, 
-sili‘cic, -tanta‘lic, -tita‘nic acid, and in the 
names of salts as Flu:o-ca‘rbonate, -pho'sphate, 
-si‘licate, -ta‘ntalate, -ti'tanate, -zi‘rconate. 

1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 191 Fluoboric gas. 1819 
Cuitpren Chem. Anal, § 10. 7 Hydrochloric, fluoboric, 
fluosilicic, and hydriodic acids. 1821 Ure Dict. Chem., 
Fluoborates, 1854 Tuomson Cycl. Chem, Fluoboric Acid 
..Colourless incombustible gas, with acid reaction, /d7d. 
Fluocerite. Ibid. Fluohydric Acid, 1863 Watts Dict, 
Chem. 1. 834 A hydrated ceric oxyfluoride, .occurs at Finbo 
as fluocerine. Jdid. The sesquifluoride Ce? F3 .. occurs 
native as fluocerite, in..six-sided prisms and plates. .also 
massive, 1868 /ownes' Chemt. (ed. 10) 259 ‘The fluoniobates 
are known to be isomorphous with the fluosilicates and 
fluotitanates. 1873 /é7d. (ed. 11) 377 Double salts, called 
zircofluorides or fluozirconates. Jézd. 445 Stannic fluoride 
Sn Fy.. unites with other metallic fluorides, forming crystal- 
line fluostannates. 1894 Muir & Mortey Watts’ Dict. 
Chem. IV. 639/2 Fluotantalates. 

Fluor (flor), sd. Also7-our. [a. L. fluor 
flowing, f. fuére to flow. Cf. OF. flucur.] 

+1. A flow or flowing; a flux, stream. 
= Erriuvium 2b. Obs. ~ 

1644 Dicpy Vat. Bodies 1, xxi. 189 These fluours do proceed 


Also 


out of the very substance and nature of the loadestone, 1664. 


Power £24. Philos. ut. 156 Electrical fluors do presently 
recoil by short streight lines to their Bodies again. 1671 
R. Bonun Wind 54 ‘They blow not in one constant fluor, or 
streame, but in gusts. 

2. spec. in Pathology. +a. pl. =FLOWERS (obs.). 
|| b. Fluor albus= Lrucorruma. 

162x AinswortH Avzmnot. Pentat. Gen. xviii. 11 The cus- 
tome (or manner) of women, for the ordinary and naturall 
course of the body, or fluors. 1662 Trapp Com. 2 Sam. 
xi. 4 Her monethly fluors. 1754-64 SMELLIE AZ7dwif 1. 
110 The “vor albus is no other than this Mucus discharged 
in too great quantity, ; 

+3. A fluid state, fluidity, esp. with regard to 
substances ordinarily solid ; coc. something that 
is fluid, a fluid mass; in //. the humours (of the 
body). Ods. 

1665 G. Harvry Advice aegst. Plague 2 Pestilential 
Miasms, insinuating into the humoral. .parts of the Body.. 
then corrupting the fluors. 1684 T. Burner 7h. Earth 1. 
ato A peculiar ferment that. .dissolves the parts of the meat, 
and melts them into a fluor or pulp, 1686 Goap Ce/est. 
Bodies i. ix. 31 Rarity is nothing but a Privation of Density 
.. Fluor of Solidity. 1704-21 Newton Oftics ut. (ed. 3) 
371 Those agitations which keep Liquors in a Fluor. 

4. Min. +a. The generic name for a class of 
minerals first defined by G. Agricola, and by him 
described (Bermannus stve de ke Metallica1546) as 
resembling gems, but of less hardness, readily fusible, 
and useful as fluxes in smelting (0ds.). b. After 
Scheele’s discovery of hydrofluoric acid or ‘Swedish 
air’ in 1771 the name was applied sfec. to such of 
these minerals as contain fluorine, chiefly (now ex- 
clusively) to calcium fluoride or FLUOR-SPAR. 

Agricola’s term /7oves was a translation of the Ger. 
miners’ name _/77sse—an apt designation, he remarks, for 
minerals formed ‘ e« ovppons, i. e. confluxu in terra’, 

1661 Lovett Hist. Anim. §& Min. Introd. E viij, Some 
[may be liquefied] by fire, as metallick fluores. 1676 J. 
Beaumont in Phil, Trans. X1. 728 This Stone is in sub- 
stance a whitish opaque fluor. 1692 Ray Diéssol. World 
114 They ..do shoot into that form, after the manner of 
Salts and Fluors. 1776 PriestLry Azy II, 187 A substance 
which the chymists distinguish by the name of fluor.. which 
with us is called Derbyshire Spar. 1802 Prayrarr //lustr. 
Hutton. Th. 17 The strata are consolidated..by quartz, 
by fluor, by feltspar. 1823 H. J. Brooke Jztrod. Crystal- 
Zogr. 41 The octahedron of fluor, which we have just ob- 
tained. 1866 Ruskin £¢h, Dust 159 The fluor of Chamouni 
is rose-coloured..while the fluor of Weardale is green. 

5. attrib. + fluor acid, hydrofluoric acid. 

179t Tennant in Phil. Trans. LUXXXI1. 184 A compound 
..of fluor acid and calcareous earth. 1794 Suttivan View 
Nat. 1. 230 Fluor acid air, or sparry air, 1828 WEBSTER, 
Fluor-acid, the acid of fluor. 

Fluor- (flor), used as comb. form of FLuoring, 
before vowels. Fluor-apatite, J7/iz. (see quot.). 
Fluorhydric [ + Hypr(-0GEN) + -10] acid, Chem., 


hydrofluoric acid (HF), 

1882 Dana Min. § Lithol. (ed. 4) 213 When chlorine is 
present in place of fluorine it is called chlor-apatite, and 
when the reverse fluor-apatite. 1864 Watts Dict. Chem. 
Il. 669 Pluorhydric or Hydrofluoric acid. 

VoL, IV, 
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Fluorated (fl dreltéd), pp/. a. [f. Fnvor- + 
-ATE + -ED!.] Combined with hydrofluoric acid. 

1796 Kirwan lem. Min. (ed. 2) 1. 477 Fluorated soda. 
1860 Mayne Lxfos. Lex. s.v. Fluoratus, Hydrofluoric acid 
has been called jZiorated hydrogen. 

Fluorene (fl6rm), Chem. [f. FLuor + -2Nz.] 
A hydro-carbon extracted from coal tar (Cy; Hy) ; 
when impure it is fluorescent, whence the name. 

1883 A thenwuni 10 Feb. eee The fluorene was crystallized 
five or six times from alcohol. 

Fluoresce (flwére's), v. [back formation from 
FLUoORESCENCE.] To be or become fluorescent. 

1874 Lommniel’s Light 184 A body capable of exhibiting 
fluorescence fluoresces by virtue of those rays which it 
absorbs. 1881 S. P. Tuompson Electr. 8 Magn. iv. § 292 
Uranium glass. -fluoresces with a fine green light. 

Fluorescein (flwore's¢jin). Chem. [f. FLuor- 
ESCE v. +-IN.] A chemical product fluorescent in 
solution obtained by heating phthalic anhydride 
with resorcin. Hence Fluoresce‘ic (ac7@), 

1876 Crace Catvert Dyeing viii. 251 Fluorescein..is a 
red crystalline powder..slightly soluble in alcohol. 1886 
tr. Benedikt’s Coal-tar Colours 161 The colouring matters 
known as eosins are derived from fluorescein, 1889 Muir & 
Mortey Watts’ Dict, Chem. V1. 557 Fluoresceic acid. 

Fluorescence (flzore-sens). [f. Fuuor-(sPar): 
see quot, 1852.] The coloured luminosity pro- 
ducedin some transparent bodies by the direct action 
of light, esp. of the violet and ultra-violet rays ; 
the property, in certain substances, of rendering 
the ultra-violet rays visible, so as to produce this 
phenomenon. 

1852 Pror. Stokes in PhiZ. Trans. 479 note, 1 am almost 
inclined to coina word and call the appearance /277orescence, 
from fluor-spar, as the analogous term ofadescence is derived 
from the name of a mineral. 1867 Uve's Dict. Arts (ed. 6) 
III. 405 Pennsylvanian petroleum is dark-coloured, with a 
peculiar greenish lustre or fluorescence. 

Fluorescent (flvore'sént), a. [f. FLUORESCE 

'+-ENT.] Possessing the property of fluorescence. 
Of light: Proceeding from or having the nature of 
fluorescence. 

1853 Pror. Stokes in PAi?. Trans. 390 In those cases in 
which the fluorescent light is yellow. 1855 Dr. GLADSTONE 


Ibid. 211 Other fluorescent Organic Substances. 1883-4 
Med. Ann, 29/t Both the acid and the alkaloid having 
fluorescent properties. | 

Fluoric (fluprik), a f[ad. F. fluorique, f. 
Jiuor: see Fiuor and -1c.] Pertaining to or ob- 
tained from fluor or fluor-spar. Chiefly in + /worzc 
acid, the old name of hydrofluoric acid. 

1790 Kerr tr. Lavoisier’s Elem. Chem. 210 The muriatic, 
fluoric, and boracic acids. 1854 F.C. Bakxewett Geo/, 12 
Fluoric acid dissolves silex. 1860 Hartwic Sea § Wond. i. 
12 Wilson has pointed out fluoric combinations in sea 
water, 

Fluoride (fl76rid, -aid). Also fluorid. Chem. 
[f. FLuor-1InE+-1DE.] A binary compound of 
fluorine with another element. 

1826 Henry Zlew. Chem. 1. 283 Fluor spar, for example, 
may be either a fluate of lime, or a fluoride of calcium. 
1849 Dana Geol. ii. (1850) 152 These fluorids are fluorids of 
calcium and magnesium, 1869 Roscor Elem. Chenz. 123 
Dry silver fluoride. 

Fluorine (fl76rin, -ain). Chem. [f. Fuvuor + 
-INE, after the analogy of BROMINE, CHLORINE, etc. ] 
A non-metallic element (symbol F), forming, with 
bromine, chlorine, and iodine, the halogen group. 

1813 Sir H. Davy in PAzl. Trans. CII. 278 It appears 
reasonable to conclude that there exists in the fluoric com- 
pounds a peculiar substance..it may be denominated fluo- 
rine, a. name suggested tome by M. Ampére. 1869 Roscor 
Elem, Chen. 13, All the elements, with the single exception 
of fluorine, combine with oxygen to form oxides. 

Fluorite (floroit). Av. [f. FLuor + -1TL.] 
= FLUOR-SPAR. 

1868 Dana A7iz, p. xxx, Fluor was written fluorite last 
century by Napione. 1887 Dana Min. & Petrogr. 228 
Massive fluorite receives a high polish. 

Fluoroid (fiz droid). Crystallogr. [f. Fuuor 
+-o1p.] A solid bounded by twenty-four triangu- 
lar planes ; occurring frequently in fluor-spar. 


+ Flworous, a. Ods. [f. FLuor+-ous.] Only 
in fluorous acid; (see quot. 1828: no such acid 
exists). 

1790 Kerr tr. Lavoisier’s Elem. Chem.185 (Table), Fluor- 
ous acid, 1828 WessTeER s.v. (citing LaAvotsrter), The 
fluorous acid is the acid of fluor in its first degree of 
oxygenation, Z 

Fluor-spar (fl7-61, spar). Min. [f. Fuuor + 
SpaR.] Native fluoride of calcium (Ca F,) ; found 
abundantly in Derbyshire (where one variety is 
known as Blue John), and hence often called 
Derbyshire spar. 

1794 Kirwan J7iz. I. 127, 34 Family, Foliated or sparry, 
Fluor spar. 1812 Sir H, Davy Chem. Philos. 465 A sub- 
stance found abundantly in nature called f27or spar, it is 
usually either blue, green, yellow, or white, transparent, and 
crystallized in cubes. 1880 AnstED Minerads 18 The crystal 
of fluor-spar has the strize parallel all round the four sides. 

+ Fluo‘ruret. Chem. Obs, [f. FLuor +-uret, 
q.v.] =F Lvoripr. ; 

1854 J. Scorrern in Orr's Circ. Sc. Chem. 397 Fluorides 
or fluorurets. : . 

+ Flur, 50.1 Obs. rare. Bird-catching. _ 

‘A moyeable perch to which a bird is tied and 








FLURRY. 


which the bird-catcher can raise by means of a long 
string.’ (Pennant). Also atirzb., as flur-bird. 

1766 Pennant Zoo/, (1768) II. 331 He hath, besides, what 
are called flur-birds, which are placed within the nets, are 
raised upon the flur and gently let down at the time the 
wild bird approaches them, 1797 P. WaKeriELp MJentai 
Improv, (1801) I. 57 The flur-birds are braced by a silken 
string. 

Flur (flz1), 50.2 Sc. [?£. Fturr v.] Flue, fluff. 

1845 Mew Stat. Acc. Scot, VI. 146 The dust and small 
flur separated from the cotton. 

Flur, obs. var. of FLoor, Fiurr. 

Flurdom, variant form of FLirpom. 

Fluren, obs. form of FLourEN, 

Flures, flureis, fluris(che, obs. forms of 
FLOURISH. 

Flurn (flom), v. Ods. exc. dial. [?P alteration of 
Jiurre, FLEER, after spurn or scorn.] intr. To 


sneer (a7). 

1656 R. Fretcuer 4.x Otte Negotinm To Rdr., And for 
those abortive births slipp’d from my brain .. give me leave 
to flurn at them, as the poor excrescencies of Nature. 1866 
BroGcpen Prov. Words Lincolnsh. 72 Flurn, to show con- 
tempt by looks, to scorn, 

Flurry, sé. rare. [f. next vb.] Flutter, whirr. 

1651 H, More Exthus. Triumph. (1656) 208 After the 
flur and farre flight of every partridge he let out of his 
basket. 

Flurr (11), v. [? onomatopeeic. | 

1. trans. To scatter, throw about ; also with 2/. 

1627-77 FeL.TtHAM Resolves 1, xxix, 218 Choler is as dust 
flur’d up into the eyes of Reason, 1813 HocG Queen's 
Wake 39 The stately ship. . flurred on high the slender spray. 

2. intr. To fly up; to fly with whirring or 
fluttering wings. 

1681 GLANVILL Sadducismus ut. (ed. 2) 169 A Bird, that 
would flurr near to her face. 1824 New Monthly Mag. X. 
322, I saw one [cuckoo] .. flurr awkwardly away across 
the meadow. 1825 HocG Queen Hynde 329 On the spray, 
that flurr’d and gleam’d A thousand little rainbows beam’d. 

Flurr(e, obs. f. FLEER. 

+ Flurred, a. Her. Ols—'  [anglicized form 
of Fr. fleuré, -¢ce; see FLnurny.] Having flowerlike 
ornaments. 

1655 M. Carter Hox. Rediv. (1660) 86 A Coronet of gold 
flurred, the points and flowers of equall height. 

Flurri(e, obs. forms of FLEuRY. 

Flurrifica‘tion. once-wd.  [f. Furry + 
-FICATION.] The state of being flurried. 

1822 Mrs. Natuan Langreath 11. 327 To be put into such 
a flurrification. 

Flurrish, obs. form of FLourisn. 

Flurry (flv'ri), sd. [? onomatopceic, suggested 
by flaw, hurry etc. ; cf. also FLuRR v.] 

1. A sudden agitation of the air, a gust or squall. 

1698 Fryer Acc. EL. India §& P. 128 marg., Flurries from 
the Hills carry Men and Oxen down the Precipice. 1726-7 
Swirt Gulliver 1. i. 22 The boat was overset by a sudden 
flurry from the north. 1831 Scorr Frv/. 18 Nov., Wind .. 
dies away in the morning, and blows in flurries rather con- 
trary. 1890 Pall Mall G. 3 Dec. 1/3 You may watch 
*catspaws’ and ‘ flurries’ on their rapid way. 

Jig. 1820 J. Q. Apams Mem. 2 June (1875) V. 137 His 
flurries of temper pass off as quickly as they rise. 

b. Chiefly 7S. A sharp and sudden shower ; 
a sudden rush (of birds), 

1828 in WessSTER. 1836 W. IRvinG Astoria IIT. 91 Occa- 
sional flurries of snow. 1868 LoweLt /i7st Snowfall 15 
The sudden flurries of snow-birds, Like brown leaves whirl- 
ing by. 1892 STEvENSON Across the Plains 223 Spat upon 
by flurries of rain. 

2. A sudden commotion or excitement; perturba- 
tion, nervous agitation, flutter, hurry. 

1710 PaLmMER Proverbs 82 A man is never more expos’d to 
temptation than in the flurry of his passions. 1768-74 
Tucker Zt. Wat. (1852) I1. 485 If we exert our endeavours, 
not in a fright and a flurry, but with a ca]m, steady deter- 
mination, we [etc.]. 1836 W. Irvine Life § Lett. (1866) 
III. 94, I cannot tell you how happy I was to. .leave behind 
me the hurry and worry and flurry of the city, 1882 J/7s. 
Raven's Tempt. 11. 190‘ That’s sure to be the upshot of 
flurries and hurries and frights.’ 

transf, 1878 Browninc Poets Croisic cxxxviii, Flurry of 
ruffles, flounce of wig-ties. : 

b. The death-throes of a dying whale. 

1823 J. F. Coorrer Pilot xvii, He’s going into his flurry. 
1882 /llustr. Sport. & Dram. News 18 Mar. 7/3 Unless 
you should be struck by the tail of a frantic cetacean during 
the ‘ flurry’ or slaughter. 

3. Comb, as flurry-scurry. 

1888 Pall Mall G. 28 May 1/2 So utterly and hopelessly 
incomprehensible does your recent flurry-scurry appear to 
the enlightened foreigner, 

Flurry (flmri), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To bewilder or confuse as by haste or 
noise; to agitate, ‘put out’. 

1757 E. Moore Zxvy § Fort. 71 ‘Well may you wonder 


.To see me thus flurry’d.’ 1771 Map. D’Arsiay Diary July, 


This flurried me violently, insomuch that my memory failed 
me. 1832 Hr. Martineau Hill § Valley i. 11 How you 
flurry yourself for nothing. 1886 G. R. Sims Ring o’ Bells 
xvi. 283 He.. flurried the other performers, and seemed 
only in a hurry to. .quit the stage. 

2. zntr. To flutter down in sudden or gusty 
showers, ?U..S. 

1883 H. H. Kane in Harfer's Mag. Nov. 947/2, The 
music seemed. .to flurry, like snow-flakes, from the ceiling. 
1884 Ror Vat..Ser. Story vii, The petals of the cherry were 
flurrying down like snow in every passing breeze. ie 


FLURTED. 


Hence Flu'rried ///. a.; Flu'rriedly adv., in a 
flurried manner. 

1775 Map. D’Arntay Diary May, She was so much 
flurried, that [etc.]. 1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam. 
IIf. 235 To calm her flurried spirits. 1834 Blackw. Mag. 
XXXYV, 137 Running flurriedly out. 1844 Acs. SmitTH 
Adv. Mr, Ledbury xxiv. (1886) 75 Titus immediately re- 
turned the salute with flurried courtesy. 1875 JowEett Pato 
(ed, 2) III, 208 What are you saying? he asked flurriedly. 

Flurshe, Flurt, obs. ff. FLourisu, Fiirt. 

Flurt(e, var. form of FLEURETTEE, 

+Flurted, 7//. a. Obs.—'  [anglicized form 
of Fr. feureté, FLnURETTEE.] Flowered, figured. 

13... £. £, Allit, P. A. 208 Wyth flurted flowrez perfet 
vpon, 

Flush (flof), 53.1 [f. Frusn v1] A flight of 
birds suddenly started up. Also ¢razesf. 

1596 Spenser /*. Q. v. ii. 54 When a Falcon hath..Flowne 
at a flush of ducks. 1668 H. More Div, Diad. 1. x. (1713) 
118 When one shoots at a flock of Pigeons or a flush of 
Ducks. 1868 KinGLake Crimea (1877) III. i. 146 A body 
which might almost be called a mere flush of skirmishers. 

Flush (flvf), 52.2 [f. Fuusu v.7] 

+1. A pool or puddle. Obs. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xi. 20 The battale thair so felloune 
was And sua richt gret spilling of blud, That on the erd the 
fluss it stud. 1513 Douctas 2xezs vu. Prol. 54 Every 
hieway Full of fluschis, doubbis, myre and clay. 

2. A sudden increase in the volume of a stream ; 
a rush of water coming down suddenly, or let down 
for a specific purpose. 

1529 More Dyaloge m1. Wks. 245/2 It woulde happely 
be thought not a thyng metely to be aduentured to set 
all on a flushe at ones, and dashe rashelye out holye scryp- 
ture in euerye lewde felowes teeth, 1677 YARRANTON //72/. 
Improv. 189 By making three Holds for water in the River 
.. to be let down as flushes in dry times. 1691 Ray Crea- 
tion 11. (1704) 316 ‘The pulsation of the heart, driving the 
blood through them in manner of a wave or flush. 1850 
Netuerway Suggest. Drainage Lond. 18 By asmall reser- 
voir, and letting it off by sluices ., a sufficient flush would 
be obtained, 1854 Fraud. R. Agric. Soc. XV.1. 13 Cattle 
driven by a flush of water to some isolated spot of ground. 
1870 //lustr. Lond. News 24 Sept. 319 Owing to..the want 
of a good flush of water, few of them [trout] were taken, 

b. A sudden plentiful increase or abundance of 
anything, Also, varely, + the mass, great majority. 

1592 G, Harvey Hour Lett. Ep. Ded. Wks. (Grosart) I. 156 
In such a flush of notable good fellowes. 1617 Crt. §& Times 
Fas, I (1849) II. 7 When upon such a flush we are already 
come to so low anebb, @ 1626 Bacon Certificate of Mint 
Wks. 1740 I. App. 63 The great flush of gold that is come 
into the Mint since the proclamation, @1679 ‘T. Goopwin 
Wks. 1, 11. 112 The shoal and the flush of Mankind. 1738 
{G. Smitu] Curious Relat. Il. 311 When they had given 
their Folly a sudden Flush, 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 507 
The Jast flush of passengers is seen in the streets. 

e. The stream from a mill-wheel. 

a@1825 in Forsy Voc. E. Anglia. 1892 Longm. Mag. 
Nov. 87 Nets so placed as to intercept them as they pass 
through mill flushes. 

d. Coal-mining. (See quot.) 

1883 GresLey Gloss, Coal Mining, Flush, a small quantity 
of ignited fire-damp. 

3. A rush of emotion or passion; elation or 
excitement arising from this, or from success, vic- 


tory, ete. Phr. zx the ( first, full) flush. 

1614 RALEIGH //ist, World ut. 17 Unreasonable flushes of 
proud and vaine joy, 1692 R. L’Estrancr FadZes cccexliii, 
Never had any Man such a Loss. .cries a Widdower, in the 
Flush of his Extravagancies fora Dead Wife. 1829 Lyrron 
Devereux ui. vii, In the full flush of his .. restless schemes. 
1843 Lever }, /inton xxii, A momentary flush of passionate 
indignation, 1850 MerivaLe Rom. Enip. (1865) 1. i. 40 The 
plunder of all Italy..was too tempting to be relinquished in 
the first flush of victory. 1867 ParKMAN ¥esuits N. Amer. 
xvii. (1875) 241 The Confederates at this time were in a flush 
of unparalleled audacity. 

4. A sudden shooting up; a fresh growth (of grass, 
leaves, or flowers). Also 2 full flush, 

1773 Sreevens in Shaks. Wks, Note on Lear tv. vi. 124 
A horse .. turned out in the spring to take the first flush of 
grass. 1803 7vans. Soc. Encourvag. Arts XXI. 120 The 
showers in July..bringing up a new flush of annuals. 1844 
Frul. R. Agric, Soc. V.1. 49 The general flush of grass.. 
comes on generally late in April. 1882 Garden 11 Mar. 
169/2 Avoid producing a too vigorous flush of vine. 1893 
Cornh. Mag. Nov. 534 Brown coolies are picking the young 
shoots, now in full ‘flush’ after a heavy shower. 

The act of cleansing (a drain) by flushing, 

1883 Pall Mall G, 21 Nov. 4/2 The quantity for a flush is 
two gallons. ; 

6. A glow of light or colour, es. the reddening 
in the face caused by a rush of blood; also, the 
rush of blood itself, 

1630 J. TayLor (Water P.) Praise Cleane Linnen Wks. 
ur. 1691 When bright Phcebus..roabes the welkin with 
a purple flush. 1706 Puittips (ed. Kersey), “lush, a Red 
Colour in the Face. 1803 Med. Yrnd. X. 552 Periodical 
hectic flushes. 1832 Hr. Martineau /7il7 § Vadley iv. 55 
I see a fiery flush..which I suppose comes from some iron- 
work near. 1860 ‘TYNDALL G/ac. 1. xviii. 13t A warm flush 
ran through me. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. tv. xvi. 299 ‘It 
belongs to me’, returned the little creature, with a quick 
flush of her face and neck. 1873 Brack Pr. Thule xxiv. 
405 Along the west..lay a great flush of gold. 

Jig. 185 Cartyte Sterling 1. iii. (1872) 13 Sudden flights 
to Dublin, to London, whithersoever any flush of bright 
outlook, .allured him, 

b. A hot fit in a fever. 
188 O. W. Hotmes Aut. Break/-t, x. 99 The throbbing 


flushes of the poetical intermittent. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss. 
Flush, the hot stage of a fever. nt , 





_ flush. 
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7. Glow, freshness, vigour (of beauty, health, 
life). 

1735 SOMERVILLE Chase 11. 449 The Flush of Beauty 
in their Cheeks, 1826 Disrarii Viv. Grey v. x, Meeting 
death in the very flush of life. 1856 Masson /ss. v. 166 
Swift..in the full flush of his new popularity .. visited 
England. 1874 Miss Brappon Taken at Flood ii, It was 
in the very flush of summer. 


8. Comd., as flush-box, -pot, -tank, -vent; flush- 


wheel (see quot. 1874). 

1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 350/2 *Flush Box, a cistern 
for especial use in dwellings where the supply of water is 
intermittent. 1884 G. E, Warine in Century Mae. Dec. 
264/2 The outlet of the *flush-pot is closed witha plug. /d/d. 
255/ House drainage. .begins at the sewer, or *flush-tank. 
1884 Health Exhib. Catal. 60/2 Owen’s Patent Single 
*Flushvent. 1874 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1. 892/1 *lush- 
wheel, a wheel used in raising water for draining. 

Flush (flvf), 50.8 Cards. [proximate source 
uncertain; F. has flux, flus from 15th c., Sp. fax 
(prob. from F., as the native form would be //uxo, 
mod. flajo), Flem, (16th c.) ys (from Fr.) ; Florio 
1611 gives It. flwsso in the same sense (now 
obs.). 

The F. and It. words appear to be merely special uses of 
the words in those langs, repr. L. /2#xus flow, FLux (for the 
sense in cardplaying cf. xu), ‘The Eng. word prob. owes 
its form to association with Fiusu sd,"] 

1. A hand consisting of cards all of one suit, or 
including a prescribed number all of one suit. 

@1529 SkeL_Ton Sf. Parrot 424 He facithe owte at a 
fflusshe, with, shewe, take all! 1599 Minsneu Sfax. Dai. 
38/2 ‘Lhe Queene of Diamonds with which I made the last 
a@1618 J. Davies Wittes Piler. Wks. (Grosart) 31/1 
Your Prim’s far inferior to their Flush. 1785 in Archwo- 
Jogia VIII. 132 If they [cards] are all of the same colour, 
he wins the flush. 1836-9 Dickens S%, Boz (1850) 187/1 
A flush '!—that’s good for four. 1891 Puch 26 Dec. 305/1, 
I guess there’s a straight flush against me. 


+2. A certain game at cards. Obs.—° 
1598 F'Lorio, /Jussata, a play at cardes called Flush. 


Flush (ff), a1 [?f. Frusn v.7] 

1. Abundantly full. In later use chiefly of a 
stream, etc.: Full to overflowing, swollen, in 
flood. 

1607 SHAKS, 7770n v. iv. 8 Now the time is flush. 1647 
H. More Poems 333 Her [the Moon’s] hollow horns fill’d 
up with flusher light. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 393 Small 
Brooks of fresh Water, that run flush into the Sea 
for 10 months in the year. 1826 Disrag.i zu. Grey ul. vi, 
In the flush moment of joy. 1841 HArTSHORNE Salop, Antig. 
Gloss, s.v., ‘The Sivirn’s pretty flush’, 1872 BrRowNING 
fifine \xxxviii, Unchoked, the channel’s flush. 


+b. 2?‘ Up to the mark’, perfect, faultless. Ods. 


c15so Wever Lusty F$uventus ciij, I could so beare the 
busshe That al shuld be flusshe. ‘That euer I dyd. 

2. Full of life or spirit, lively, lusty, vigorous. 
Hence, Self-confident, self-conceited. Now rave. 

1604 Suaxs. Ham, (Qo. 2) m. ili. 81 A tooke my 
father .. With all his crimes broad blowne, as flush [77% 
fresh] as May. 1606 — Ant. § CZ. 1. iv. 52 Many hot 
inrodes They make in Italy, the Borders Maritime Lacke 
blood to thinke on’t, and flush youth reuolt. 1611 
Coryat's Crudities Panegyricke Verses Civb, He had a 
kind of simple blush That kept him still from being flush, 
When Ladies did him woe. @1680 CHArnock Attrib. God 
(1834) II. 569 Not as flush and gay ..as others. a@ 1690 
E. Horkins £2f. Lord's Prayer, etc. (1692) 297 The 
practice of some flush Notionists, 1767 H. Brook /oo/ of 
Qual, (1792) I. iv. 143 Both appeared quite flush and con- 
fident of victory. 1826 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. I. 5 
‘The flush maiden, the rosy elf. 1894 Harpy Zife’s Little 
Lronies, Trag, Two Ambitions 84 Her bright eyes, brown 
hair..and flush beauty. 


3. Plentifully supplied (esf. with money). Const. 
of, (Kin, + with.) Ofmoney: Abundant, plenti- 
ful 


1603 Dekker Batch. Bang. viil. Gija, Some dames. .are 
more flush in crownes then her good man. 1637 HEywoop 
King § Loyal Subject 11. Wks. 1874 VI. 45 So flush of money, 
and so bare in clothes. 1662 DrypEn Wild Gallant u. i, Since 
you are so flush, Sir, you shall give me a Locket of Diamonds. 
oT Warernovse Vive Lond, 28 Monies being not so flush 
with them, 1712 ArsutHNnot Yohn Bull 1. iii, He was not 
flush in ready, either to go to law, or clear old debts. 1727 
Philip Quarll 8x IN) Language, of which they generally are 
flush, when Money is scant., 1767 S. Paterson Another 
Trav. 1. 235 While they were flush with money. 1793 ‘I. 
Jerrerson W7it. (1830) IV. 482 Money being so flush, the 
SIX per cents run up to twenty-one, and twenty-two shillings. 
1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xiv, The first floor lodgers, 
being flush of furniture, kept an old mahogany table. .on the 
landing-place outside. 187x M. CoLuins A/rg. §& Merch. 11. 
ix. 269 Tom..is always very flush or very hard up. 

b. dial. Lavish, profuse. 

1703 THorespy Lez. to Ray (E.D.S.), 7lush, full-handed, 
prodigal, wasteful. 1859 Gro. ELior A. Bede 6 ‘When 
y’are six-an’-forty .. ye wonna be so flush o’ working for 
nought.’ 1884 Chesh. Gloss., Flush, lavish. 

ec. Of times: Prosperous. 

1840 W. Irvine Life § Lett, (1866) III. 153 If times ever 
again come smooth and flush with me. 1847 DisraELi Tancred 
ul. vi, Everything being thus in a state of flush and affluent 
prosperity, 1888 Daily News 17 Dec. 2/8 The output 
probably is greater now than it was during the best of the 
‘flush’ times which preceded the long depression. 


4. Ofa hith colour; blushing, ruddy; flushed. 

1594 Drayton /dea 107 ‘Thy Cheeke, now flush with 
Roses, 1817 Keats Let. Nov., Wks, 1889 III. 97 Jane 
looked very flush when I first looked in, but was much 
better when I left. 1821 — /sadeZ xxvii, Sick and wan The 
brothers’ faces .. did seem, Lorenzo’s flush with love. 











FLUSH. 


5. Even, level, in the same plane (whether hori- 
zontal or vertical) wth (dial. dy). [? Orig. of a 
river or stream running full (cf. sense 1), and so 
level with its banks: see quot. 1877. Cf. FLoat.] 

1791 Benruam Panoft. 1. 172 Why..place it [the build- 
ing] in a recess, rather than close to the road, and flush 
with the surrounding wall? 183 Brewster Nat. Magic 
xi, (1833) 285 He observed the edge of a pin flush with the 
edge of the receptacle. 1874 Moccrincre Ants § Spiders u. 
91 The entire door does not shut flush with the surface. 1877 
N. W. Linc. Gloss, s.v., ‘Watter was flush by th’ bank top,’ 


b. Even or level with the adjacent surface. 

Bead and flush work, etc. (see quot. 1846). (lush work: 
(a) Yewellery > work in which the stones are level or nearly 
level with the setting. (4) Bookbinding: work in which the 
edges of the binding and leaves are cut level. 

1823 P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 160 The parallel faces 
of both are made flush, and..appear almost like one single 
piece. 1846 BucHaNnan 7echn. Dict., Bead and flush work, 
a piece of framed work with beads run on each edge of the 
inclined panel. Bead, flush, and square work, framing 
with bead and flush on one side, and square on the other. 
1850 Chubb's Locks & Keys 32 The bellies of the tumblers 
in Mr. Chubb's lock were always flush, or in the same plane. 
1869 Sir E. J. Reep Shipbuild. x, 180 The edges of the 
strakes of plating were fitted against one another, and the 
flush-joints thus formed were covered by internal edge-strips. 
1883 W. C. Russet Sailors’ Lang., Flush-up, said of a 
cargo that comes up to a level with the hatches. 1884 
Bham Daily Post 23 Feb. 3/4 Jeweller’s Setter.—Wanted, 
a good Hand, used to flush work. 1885 J. Granr Royal 
Highlanders iii. 32 The original castle .. starts flush from 
the edge of the rock. 1892 Pad? Mall G. 13 Jan. 2/3 Flush 
work, which is the elementary work of our trade [book- 
binding]. 

e. Of a vessel’s deck: Continued on one level 


from stem to stern. Also flush fore and aft. 

1626 Carr. Smitu Accid. Vng. Sea-men 11 A flush decke. 
1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) VI. 2216 ‘The decks, fore and aft, 
being finished flush, had no covering for men or officers. 
1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast. xxii. 66 Her decks were. .flush 
fore and aft. : 

d. Of a vessel: Having no erection above the 


flush deck. 

1800 Naval Chron. 111. 294 The Danae is a flush vessel 5 
the Captain’s cabin is therefore below. 1833 Marryat 
P. Simple (1863) 261, I recollect faring harder than this 
through one.cruise, in a flush vessel. 

6. Pugilism. Of a blow: Direct, full on the 
mark, ‘straight from the shoulder’. 

1812 Sporting Mag. XXXI1X. 18 He planted some dex- 
trous flush hits. 1826 H. N. CoLtertpce West J/udies 161 
Audain..knocked him down with a flush hit on the nose. 

7. Comb., in parasynthetic adjs. as (sense 1 b), 
Jiush-coloured ; (sense 4 c), flush-decked, -jointed, 
-plated. 

1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) VI. xlii. 159 Lying upon 
a couch..bloated and *flush-coloured, 1883 J. D. J. Ketty 
in Harper's Mag. Aug. 450/2 The *flush-decked .. well- 
ventilated deep boat, 1869 Sir E. J. Reed Shipbuild. x. 
180 In all succeeding arrangements, the butts of the plates 
were *flush-jointed. Jdzd., x. 185 The unprotected parts of 
the later iron-clads above the armour-belts are *flush-plated. 

Flush (flvf), a.2 Cards, [f. Fuusn 56.3] 

1. +a. Of a player: Holding a flush, i.e. cards 
all of the same colour or suit (0ds.), b. Of a hand 
or sequence: Forming or including a flush. 

a. 1591 Frorio Sec. Fruites 71, 1 was neither flush nor 
fiue and fiftie yet. a161z2 Harincton £figy. 11. 99 Crassus 
stopt a Club and so was flush. 

b. 1883 Lougm. Mag. Sept. 499 A flush sequence..a 
sequence of high cards all of the same suit, 

2. transf. (nonce-use). Of corresponding quality 
throughout. 

@ 1658 CLEVELAND Young Man to Old Woman 33, 1 love 
= sveee Clothes that are flush, Not prefacing old Rags with 

ush, 

Flush (flvf), a.8 Ods. exc. dial, [Of obscure 
etymology; perh. an altered form of */#udge, a 
possible dialectal representative of OE. jflycge 
FLEDGE a. (cf. cudgel from OE. cycge/; the form 
may be due to the influence of next vb] = 
FLEDGE a. 

1s6x Hopsy tr. Castiglione’s Courtyer (1577) Xviijb, 
Such as come to this loue are like yong Birdes almost flushe. 
1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 80/2 When as 
they [swollowes] are fetherede, and allmost flushe. 1622 
Masse tr. Aleman’s Guzman D Alf 1. ut. ii. 196 Then are 
they..like birds that are flush, to forsake the nest. 1825 
Britton Beant. Wiltsh. U1. 373 Flush, fledged, 

Flush (flf), v.! [perh. onomatopceic; with 
initial #/- suggested by fly, flutter, ete., and an 
ending imitative of the sound of a swift sudden 
flight ; cf. xusk. (Some dialects have //usk : see 
FLUSKER v.)] 

l. intr. To fly up quickly and suddenly; to start 
up and fly away. ‘Also, to flutter, to fly with 
fluttering wings. ¢ransf. Of a door: To fly open. 

a@ 1300 A’. Horn 1080 Horn the wyket puste, That hit open 
fluste. a@1300 /loriz § Bl. 473 Per fliste ut a buterflize. 
1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles u. 166 Pe blernyed boynard.. 
Made pe ffawcon to ffloter and fflussh ffor anger, 1558 
PHAER Af xed. y. M iv, Flushing loud she flappes her winges. 
1583 Stanyuurst Aeneis 1. (Arb.) 30 Se wel yoonder swans 
twelue in coompany flusshing. 1626 B. Jonson Masque 
of Owls, 1 make ’em to flush Each owl out of his bush. 
1773 Poetry in Ann. Reg. 233 Another bird, just flushing at 
the sound, Scarce tops the fence. 1876 Forest & Stream 
13 July 376/1 The spot from which the first [a woodcock] 
had flushed. 


FLUSH. 


+b. trans. Vo flutter (the wings). Ods. 

1558 Puarr neid. v. N iv, Of the stroke the bird afraied, 
Did flickring flush her winges. 

2. trans. To cause to fly or take wing; to put 
up, start ; also. with 2. 

1450 Dk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. 1. 297 Lete the spanyell 
flusch up the covey. ?1645 C. Morton “uqguiry in Hari. 
Misc, (1810) V. 503 When they are flushed, or raised to the 
wing. 1772 Barrincron in PAil. Trans. LXII1, 309 When- 
ever a woodcock..is flushed, he is roused from his sleep 
by the spaniel or sportsman. 1872 C. Innes Lect. Sc. 
Legal Antiq, ii. 65 A mirror for flushing larks as still used 
in Italy. 

absol, 1888 Times 15 Nov. 11/3 Pat Regan’s hay and 
oats were thrown down because his sons flushed for Sir 
H, Burke, 

+ 3. zztr. Of persons: To rush like birds on the 
wing ; to flock, swarm; also with 27, out. Ods. 

c x1450Merlin xx. 330 All the x wardes of the kynge leodogan 
were flusshed to the standerd, 1581 J. Beri, Haddon’s 
Ansut Osor. 32 After them whole flockes of interpretours 
flusht in, J/d7d. 292 b, Neyther had .. so many swarmes 
of Heretickes flusht abroad, 1642 H. Morr Song of Soul 
u. ii. 1. ii. They straight flush out and her drad voice obey : 
Each shape, each life doth leapen out full light. 

Hence Flushing vd/. sd., a fluttering of the 
wings; a rustling rushing noise. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvii. i. (1495) 741 Fisshe 
hereth. . for they fle and voyde flusshynge and noyse. c¢ 1420 
Pallad on Husb. 1. 628 A shuddering, a flusshing and affray 
He maketh thenne. 1583 Sranynursr Aeveds m1. (Arb.) 77 
With a suddeyn flushing thee gulligut harpeys From moun- 
tayns flitter, 

Flush (fivf), v.2 [Of uncertain etymology. 

Perh. orig. identical with prec., the notion of ‘sudden 
movement’ being common to the two vbs. But the develop- 
ment of meaning appears to have been influenced by 
phonetic association with FLasu v.? (nearly all the senses 
of which have passed over to this vb., either unchanged 
or with modifications traceable to the echoism of the 
differing vowel), while the senses relating to colour have 
been affected by association with d/ush. It is doubtful 
whether there has been any influence from F. 2x (see 
Fiux) or luiss-, fluir to flow (whence the Du. /7uissen to 
flow violently).] 

I. Expressing sudden movement, esf. of a liquid, 

1. intr. To rush out suddenly or copiously, to 


spurt ; to flow with force or violence; also with 


forth, out, over, up. Said esp. of liquids, a river, 


ete., but also of immaterial things and fig. 

1848 Hatt Chronu., Hen. IV (an. 1) 18b, A..furious 
storme sodainely flusshed and drowned . xii. of his great 
shippes. 1567 Drant Horace’s Epist. xv. EB vj, Wine. .that 
will flushe into my mynde, and vaines. 1581 J. BeLy 
Haddon's Answ. Osor. 221 From hence flush out all 
these fluddes of complaints, 1624 H. Mason A7zt of 
Lying ii. 35 ‘The ., Well-head, whence first flushed forth 
this muddy Nylus. @xz625 FLetcuer Nice Valour 1. 
ii, O your crush’d nostrils slakes your opilation And 
makes your pent powers flush to wholsome sneezes. 1678 
Bre. Nicnotson £2f. Catech. Ep. Ded. 5 More will 
flush over and be lost, than poured into the Vessel. 169 
Ray Creation (1714) 45 Milk. . being heated to such a degree 
doth suddenly .. flush up and run over the vessel. 1707 
Mortimer //xs0. 574 It [Beer] flushes violently out of the 
Cock for about a Quart, 1855 SincLeton Virgil I. 237 It 
flushes through nine mouths, a broken sea, 

2. To cause (water) to flow; to draw off; to 
draw off water from (a pond). 

1594 Nasue l’nfort. Trav. 57 If those ponds were so full 
they need to be flust or let out. 1815 Pocklington Canal Act 
35 If any person shall.. cause to be flushed or drawn off 
any water, 

+b. To burst owt with, pour out suddenly. 

1601 Dent Pathw, Heaven 142 Hee will flush out some of 
these [oathes] in his ordinarie speech. 1642 R. Baker tr. 
Matlvezzi’s Disc. Tacitus 166 He after makes his greedinesse 
of blood‘appeare the more,by flushing it out all at once. 

3. To cleanse (a drain, etc.) ; to drive away (an 
obstacle) by means of a rush of water. 

1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts VII. 59 Paddles .. are 
drawn up by screws, to flush away any obstacle. 1862 
M. Hopkins Hawaii 32 Rains. .play their part in flushing 
streets. 1871 Napurys Prev. §& Cure Dis.1. vy. 141 Sewer 
pipes should be flushed from time to time. 

absol. 1850 NetuEerway Sugeest. Drainage Lond. 4 
This would entirely dispense with the necessity of flushing. 

transf, and fig. 1861 WYNTER Soc. Bees 277 The hot-air 
bath flushes the external sewers of the body. 1880 BraLe 
Slight Ailm. 173 The alimentary canal is thoroughly 
flushed in every part. 1884 Hentey & STEVENSON Adm, 
Guinea 1. viii, Flush out your sins with tears. 

b. To inundate (a meadow), 

1861 Hucues Zou Brown at Oxf. xxxvi, Another con- 
siderable body of water..had been carried off..to flush the 
water-meadows. 

4. intr, Ofa plant: To send out shoots; to shoot. 
Also ¢vans. in causative sense. 

1810 [see Fiusuine vdl, sb.1c). 1877 N. W, Linc. Gloss., 
Flush, to make to grow. ‘This sup o’ rain hes flush’t th’ 
gress nistly.’ 1893 Coruh. Mag. Nov. 543 ‘The frequent 
showers .. ‘flush’ the tea about every fortnight. 1893 
Chamb. Frnt. 7 Oct. 629/2 The [tea] plants flush, or throw 
out fresh shoots, all the year round. 

5. intr. ‘To become fluxed or fluid’ (Cert. Déct.). 

1885 Farrow J/70it. Encycl.s.v. Brazing The solder flushes 
or becomes liquid enough to permeate the joint or crevice. 

II. With reference to light or colour, 

6. zntr. +a. To emit light or sparks suddenly. 
b. To glow with sudden brilliance. Cf. Fiasu v.? 
5 and 7. 

1646 Sir T, Browne Pseud. Ep. u. v. go Camphire though 
it flame well, yet will not flush so lively. /dzd. Thus in the 
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preparation of Crocus Metallorum, the matter kindleth and 
flusheth like Gunpowder. 

b. 1809 CamrBeLt Gerty. Wyo. u. xxv, Here and there, 
a solitary star Flush’d in the darkening firmament of June. 
1842 TEnnyson Locksley Hall 26 A colour and a light, As 
I have seen the rosy red flushing in the northern night. 
1868 Farrar S7lence § V. 11. (1875) 46 The sunrise of its 
first day flushed over the manger. 

7. Of the blood, etc.; To come with a rush, pro- 


ducing a heightened colour. Cf. sense 2 and FLasH 
2 


C=O 
1667 Mitton P. Z.1x. 886 Inher Cheek distemper flushing 
glowd, 1677 Drypen State /unoc. vy. i. 30 What means. .'That 
blood, which flushes guilty in your face? 1708 Rowe Royal 
Convert iv. i, A burning Purple flushes o’er my Face. 
1813 Byron Br. Abydos 1. xiii, What fever in thy veins is 
flushing? 1845 CLoucu Harly Poens xvii. 15 The mantling 
blood to her cheek Flushed up. 1852 Mrs. SrowEe Uncle 
Lom’s C, xiii, The blood flushed in Eliza’s pale face. 

8. Of the face, etc.: To become suffused with 
warm colour; to become suddenly red or hot; to 
‘colour up’, redden, blush, Also with 2 or with 
adj. as complement. 

1709 STEELE Tatler No. 33 P 7 My Lord passes by; I 
flushed ina flame. 1789 W. Bucuan Dom. Med. (1790) 177 
The face generally flushes after eating. 1851 D. Jerrotp 
St. Giles x. 102 His face flushed red as flame. 1869 Dixon 
Tower 1, x. 96 Henry flushed into rage, 1890 Besant 
Demoniaciv. 45 George flushed up; but he restrained himself, 

quasi-tvans. 1730-46 THomson Autumn 262 Her rising 
beauties flush’d a higher bloom. 

9. trans. To make red or ruddy; to cause to 
blush or glow. 

1697 Drypen Virg. Past. x. 33 Thy own Apollo came. 
Flush’d were his Cheeks. 1731 A. Hitt Adv. Poets i, The 
Low Muse who lends Her feeble Fire, To flush pale Spleen. 
1784 Cowrer Yiroc. 833 Flushed with drunkenness. 1834 
Mepwin Angler in Wales 1. 138 I had left my home young 
.. flushed with health, 1873 Biack Pr. Thule xvii. 277 
A face flushed with shame, } 

b. In wider sense: To suffuse or adorn with 
glowing colour. 

1746-7 Hervey Refl. Flower-Garden 62 They [tulips] flush 
the Parterre with one of the gayest Dresses that blooming 
Nature wears. 1821 Ciare V7l/. Minstr. II. 69 Straying 
beams.. In copper-coloured patches flush the sky, 1889 
Lowe Latest Lit, Ess, (1892) 83 A meadow flushed with 
primroses, 

10. To inflame with pride or passion ; to animate, 
encourage ; also with wp; rarely, + to initiate zz. 
Cf. FLusu v.1, which has influenced the sense. 

1633 T. Apams 727. 2 Peter ii, 6 This so flesheth and 
flusheth her, that she thinks no more of God. 1667 DrypEN 
Maiden Queen 1. i, But once or twice only, ’till Iam a little 
flush’d in my Acquaintance with other Ladies, and have 
learn’d to prey for my self. @ 1716 Soutu Servz. (1737) 1V. 141 
This [success] flushes him up. 1713 App1son Cazo1. ii, Armies 
flush’d with conquest. 1742 Jounson Deédates in Pari. 11. 
94 They..who have flushed their new authority by a motion 
which [etc.]. 1790 Burke /y. Kev. Wks, V. 276 Flushed 
with the insolence of their first inglorious victories. 1867 
Freeman Norm: Cong. (1876) I. iv. 183 Flushed with success 
they entered the Norman duchy. 

Flush (flzf), v.38 [f. Fousu a@.! 5.] 

1. trans. To make flush or level; to fill in (a 
joint) level with the surface; to ‘point’. 

1842 Gwitt Lzcycl. Archit. Gloss., lush .. to leave no 
vacant space where the stones or bricks do not nicely fit in 
their places. 1883 H. S. Drinker 7vselling in Lissler Mod. 
High Explosives (1884) 238 In driving a heading, particular 
care should be taken that unnecessary cost in flushing the 
clear profile does not arise. 

2. Weaving. a. trans, To throw (a thread) on 
the surface over several threads without intersecting. 
b. intr. To float over several threads without in- 


tersection. (See quots.). 

1878 A. Bartow Weaving 175 The threads [in tissue- 
weaving]. .float or flush upon the surface of the cloth rather 
than form a component part of its substance. /did. 176 
Two methods .. for flushing or throwing the thread to form 
the tissue figure. 

Hence Flu'shing v@/. sd., the action of the vb. 


(sense 1); also concr. (sense 2), see quot. 

1853 Archit. Publ. Soc. Dict., Flushing ..the operation of 
filling in the joints of brickwork or masonry with mortar, 
1878 A. Bartow Weaving Index, Mlushing, threads not 
required in the body of the cloth, and left loose on the surface. 

Flush (flvf), v.4 [?var. of Frusu.] vans. 
and zztr. (See quots.) Hence Flushing v0/. sd. 

1739 Lasrtye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 77 Cham- 
fering the Joints hinders the flushing or breaking of the 
Edges of the Stones. 1853 Archit. Publ. Soc. Dict. s.v., 
Masons..say that a stone has flushed, where more or less 
of its arrised edge has broken away in consequence of that 
edge being more loaded than the rest of the bed. 


Flush (flvf), adv. [f.Fuusua.!] a. Directly, 
straight. b. Pugilism. With direct force or with 
full effect. 

1700 FArQuHAR Constant Couple v. i, This girl is just 
come flush from reading the Rival Queens! 1812 Sporting 
Mag. XXX1X. 139 Thorn. .hitting his antagonist flush on 
the head right and left. 1888 Sporting Leader 15 Dec., 
Wilson. .leading off, and getting the left flush on the face. 

Flushed (floft), #4/.a. [f. Fuse v.? + -np 1.] 

1. Suffused with red or ruddy colour. 

1690 Lond. Gaz. No. 2576/4 A Maid-Servant. .extremely 
red and flushed, round her Mouth. 1793 Bepvors Lezz. to 
Darwin 53 A medical friend .. was much struck with the 
flushed appearance of my countenance. 1849 Ruskin 
Sev. Lamps iv. § 39. 129 Flushed and melting spaces of 
colour. 1882 Miss Brappvon JZ/¢. RoyaZi, 1 knew what the 
flushed cheek. .and the short cough meant, 














FLUSHNESS. 


2. Heated, excited. 

1749 SMOLLETY Regicide m1. viii, Their flush’d intempers 
ance will yield Occasion undisturbed. 1893 C77tic (Boston) 
25 Mar. 184/1 The solitary caprice of a flushed fantasy. 

Flusher ! (flv fo1). [f. as prec. +-ER1.] One 
who is employed to flush sewers. 

1882 Pall Mall G. 12 June 1/2 Superintendent of flushers. 

Hence Flu‘sherman, a sewer-flusher. 

1851 Mayurew Lond, Labour I. 28 The policeman on duty 
there wears huge. .flushermen’s boots. /é7d. II. 151. 

Flusher 2 (flv‘fa1). da/. Also flasher. [of un- 
certain origin; by some regarded as a corruption 
of FiusHer (cf. the synonym Jdzdécher-bird); by 
others referred to FLusH v.2, the name being sup- 
posed to refer to the red colour. Cf. also FLUSH 
v.1] The Red-backed Shrike, Lanzzs collurio. 

1674 Ray Eng. Words 83 The lesser Butcher-bird, called 
in Yorkshire, Flusher, Lanius tertius. 1885 SwAINSON 
Prov. Names Brit. Birds 48 Red-backed Shrike (Lanius 
collurio)..F\asher or Flusher (Cornwall), 

+ Flu'sh-flash, v. Os. rare—1. [Cf Fuisu- 
FLASH.] 7247. To flash repeatedly. 

1583 STanyuHurRST A exeis 1, (Arb.) 20 Thee lightnings riflye 
doe flush flash. ; E 

Flushing (flvfin), 5d. [f. 2ushing (Du. Viis- 
singen) a port in Holland.] A kind of roygh and 
thick woollen cloth, so called from the place where 
it was first manufactured. 

1833 Marryat P. Simple x; Pea jackets.. made of.. 
Flushing. -1879 Unif. Reg. in Navy List July (1882) 496/2 
To be of flushing, with seven buttons..on each side, 

attrib. 1832 Darwin in Life § Lett, (1887) I. 242 A.. 
flushing jacket. 1837 Marryar Dog-/iend iii, Wrapped up 
in Flushing garments [he] looked. .like a bear. 

Flushing, v0/. sd. [f. FLusu v.2 +-1nG 1] 

1. The action of the verb FLUSH in various senses. 


+a. A rushing or splashing (of water). Ods. 

1873 Twynne 4@neid. x. Ddivb, His monstrous saluage 
lims through froth, through fome with flushing launch. 

b. The cleansing (of a sewer, etc.) by a rush of 
water, 

1853 Archit. Publ, Soc. Dict., Flushing. 1884 Tines 
(weekly ed.) 14 Nov. 12/2 The flushing of sewers is..a most 
important part, ofthe rapid remoyal of refuse. 

e. Of a plant: The sending out of new shoots. 

1810 Scott Lady of Lake 1. xvi, Our flower was in 
flushing, When blighting was nearest. 1894 Z7wzes 6 Apr. 
4/6 [Tea] plants exhibiting great difference in form and 
luxuriance of growth and flushing. 

2. A sudden flowing (of blood to the face); a 
wave (of heat); hence, reddening, redness. 

1589 R. Harvey PZ, Perc. 22 Walke about, and coole this 
flushing in the face. 1602 SHaxs. Ham. 1. ii. 155. 1677 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1180/4 A tall slender Man, with a great 
flushing in his face. 1731 ArpurHnor AJliments i. § 2. 9 
‘The Signs of the Functions of the Stomach being deprav’d, 
are..a Flushing in the Countenance [etc.]. 1803 Jed. 
Frnt. X. 1x Its approaches are marked by head-ach .. 
flushings of heat. 1875 H. C. Woop Therap. (1879) 348 
Local flushings caused by small doses of the poison. 

3. A flush or wave (of emotion, success, etc.). 

a1679 T. Goopwin Iks. V. u. 163 It was not properly 
a Passion, which is a subitaneous flushing. 1711 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 351 P15 The transient Flushings of Guilt and 
Joy, which the Poet represents in our first Parents upon 
their eating the forbidden Fruit. 1775S. J. Prarr Liberal 
Opin. (1783) IV. 78 This strange mortal..was so truly 
elevated by the present flushings of his prosperity, that he 
said and did [etc.]. : e 

4. attrib, and Comd.: as flushing cistern, gate, 
machine; also flushing-rim (/fozse-plumbing), 
‘a hollow rim pierced with holes surrounding 
a basin, through which water can be turned into 
the basin to flush it out’ (Cevé. Dict.) ; flushing- 
wheel = flush-wheel. 

1894 Daily News 9 Oct. 5/2 To raise the capacity of 
*flushing cisterns from two to three gallons, 1856 /’oc. 
Inst. Civ. Eng. XV1. 43 *Flushing Machines, for cleansing 
house drains and sewers. 1884 G. E, Warine in Century 
Mag. Dec. 263/1 The closet is supplied with water through 
an ordinary *“flushing-rim. 1884 //ealth Exhib. Catal. 98/2 
Automatic *Flushing Wheel for utilizing waste water from 
Baths, 

Flushing (flv‘fin), 2/7.a._ [f. as prec. + -ING2.] 

1. That flows quickly ; rushing. 

isso Bate Jwage both Ch, 11. xix. Cc iij b, It sounded .. 
as it hadde bene the flushynge noyse of manye waters. 1596 
Spenser /. Q. 1v. vi. 29 The swift recourse of flushing 
blood. ; 

2. Exhibiting or producing a sudden glow. 

1728-46 ‘T'Homson S/ving 95 Array'd In all the colours of 
the flushing year. 1793 SourHEy 777. Woman 307 No 
flushing fear that cheek o’erspread. 1820 SHELLEY Sevsifive 
Pi. 1. 14 Her tremulous breath and her flushing face. 

Flushinger (flafiner). [f. “/ushing (name of 
a Dutch port) + -eR1.] A Flushing vessel or sailor. 

1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2553/2 The English Vessel. .was the 
next day retaken by a Flushinger. 1865 Athenzum No. 


. 1967. 43/1 Boarded by the Flushingers. 


Flu‘shingize, 2. ovce-wd. [f. as prec. + -1Z8.] 
trans. To make like an inhabitant of Flushing. 
1602 J. Davirs Mirun in imodum Wks. (Grosart) 10/2 


_ Since our English (ah) were Flusheniz’d, Against good 


manners, and good men they kicke, As Beasts they were. 


Flu'shness. [f. Fiusua.1] The quality or 
condition of being flush in various senses. , 
1661 Gaupen Life Hooker 37 Those .. whose interest it is, 
like Hernshaws, to hide the meagerness of their bodies, by 
the flushness of their feathers. 1868 Sryp eer 52 An 
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FLUSHY. 


over-issue of Paper Money in a country may apparently 
create a momentary flushness. 1878 Sir G. G. Scorr Lect. 
Archit. 1. 279 Windows in which the glass was flush with 
the exterior, and all the splay put inside .. This excessive 
flushness is less frequent as the style advances. 

Flushy (flv‘fi), a. [f. Fuusu a.!, sb. or v. +-¥1.] 
Somewhat flushed, or inclined to flush ; reddish. 

1706 in 14th Rep, Hist. MSS. Comm. wt. 28 Aug., A middle- 
sized man, ofa flushy complexion, 1850 Browninc Christtas 
ve 177 Another rainbow rose—a mightier, Fainter, flushier, 
and flightier. 1876 Mid. Vorksh. Gloss., Flushy is com- 
monly applied to any red colour. 

Flusker (flvsko1), v. Obs. exc. dial. [freq. of 
firtsk ‘to fly at, as two cocks’ (‘Tim Bobbin’ Zane. 
Dial.), ‘to startle a bird out of a bush’ (Almond- 
bury Gloss., E.D.S.). Cf. FLUSH v.1, FLASKER v.] 

1. a. intr. To flutter or fly irregularly. 

1660-1794 [see Fiuskerinc vl. sb. and ffl. a.). 1820 
Criare Rural Life (ed. 3) 150 A blackbird, or thrush, That, 
started from sleep, flusker’d out of the bush. 1821 — 
Vill. Minstr. 1. 94 The crowing pheasant .. fluskers up. 
1877 Leicu Chesh. Gloss., Mlusker .. to fly irregularly, as 
nestlings taking their first purposeless flight. 

2. ¢rans. To fluster, confuse. Only in gass. 

1841 Harrsuorne Salof. Antig. 429 ‘ Meetily flusker’d’. 
1854 Baker Northamptonsh. Gloss. 1. 248, ‘1 was so 
fluskered, I could not tell what to do’. 

Hence Flu'skering vé/. sb. and Af/. a. 

1660 H. More Myst. Godl. vi. vi. 228 The offers and 
fluskerings, as I may so say, of the Faculties of the Soul of 
man. 1668 — Div, Dial. 11. 48 What strange .. fluskering 
conceits flie up into the youthful imagination of Hylobares. 
1794 GisBorNE Valks Forest (1796) 69 Then with fluskering 
wings Broke forth, 182x Ciare Vill. Minsty. 1. 72 The 
fluskering pheasant took to wing. 

+Fluss. Obs. rare. [a. Ger. flusz, f. root of 
Jlieszen to flow, Furer.] = FLUX sé, 11. 

1683 Perrus Fleta Min. 1. 199 Fluss is made by taking 
Litharge, Glass-gall,and melted Salt..and filed Iron, and.. 
graind Lead. /éid. u. s.v., lus .. sometimes .. is called 
Lead-Glass, which being put into dissolvible metal, it gives 
expedition to their Dissolutions. 

Fluss, obs. (Sc.) f. FLuse 562. 

+ Fluste. Oés. rare. 

1570 Levins Janip. 194 A Fluste, Zustrum. 

Fluster (flostez), sd. [see next vb.] 

1. +a. Excitement proceeding from intoxication 
(ods.). 1b. A confused or agitated state of mind; 
a flurry, flutter. 

1710 Yatler No. 252 P 4 When Caska adds to his natural 
Impudence the Fluster of a Bottle. 1728 Vanpr. & Cis. 
Prov. Hush, u.i, He has been in such a Fluster here. 1848 
Lowe t Biglow P, Poems 1890 II. 85 In the Tower Victory 
sets, all of a fluster, 1863 Mrs. C. Clarke Shaks. Char. viil. 
209 All this fluster may have arisen from a horror of the 
steward, 

+2. ? Pomp, splendour. 
Obs. 

1676 Marvett Mr. Smirke Wks. (Grosart) 1V. 12 His wit 
consisting wholly in his dresse, he would. .have it all about 
him; as to the end that being huff'd up in all his ecclesias- 
tical fluster, he might appear more formidable. @1716 
Sourn Serm. (1737) VI. vi. 235 Let no present fluster of 
fortune ., transport the man himself with confidence. 

Fluster (flzsto1), v. Also ?5 flostre, 9 dial. 
flowster. [This and the related sb. closely resemble 
in sense the mod.Icel. /lawstr hurry, bustle, flaustra 
to bustle. Cf. BLusrEr v.] 


+1. ? trans. ? To excite, stimulate. Ods. 

1422 [see FLusTERING 0/. sd.]. 

2. ¢rans. To flush or excite with drink, make 
half-tipsy. 

1604 Suaxs. Oth. 11, ili, 60 Three else of Cyprus .. Haue 
I to night fluster'd with flowing Cups. 1731 Fircpinc 
Lett. Writers u. vy, My nephew .. hath taken me to the 
Tavern, and..almost flustered me. 1851 T'HAcKERAY Eg. 
fTum. ii, (1876) 233 His head is flustered with burgundy. 

3. intr. To be excited or eager; to move with 
agitation or confusion ; to bustle. 

1613 I. Rosarts Rev. Gospel 136 Who will not fluster to 
be one? 1636 Div. Trag. lately Acted 27 A blacke ball .. 
flew into the bell free .. then it flustered about the Church. 
1808 Jamieson, /’luster, to be in a state of bustle. 1865 
G. Mereviru 2. Pleming xliii. (1890) 369 He broke out 
upon Mrs. Sumfit..which caused her to fluster guiltily. 
1879 Cornh. Mag. June 699 They flustered out, abashed 
like poultry who have been played upon with garden hose. 
1893 R. Kiprinc AWany Invent. 16 The Dutch gunboat 
came flustering up. 

+b. Of seed: To shoot up quickly; to push. 

1650 I’. Bayty //erba Parvietis 123 Both were exceeding 
glad to see the corne so fluster upon the ground that was 
sown by their hands, 

ec. To bluster, swagger. d. dial. See quot. 

1661 [see FLusTERING £72. a.]. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Flowster 
or luster, to flourish or flutter in showy colours. 

4. trans, To flurry, confuse. 

1724 R. Fatconrr Voy. (1769) 267 My scattered Thoughts, 
that were flustered upon that Occasion. 1760 A. Murrny 
Way to Keep Him, ii, Madam, if I was as you, I would 
not fluster myself about it. 1816 Scotr Antig. xxxiv, The 
aged housekeeper was no less flustered and hurried in 
obeying the numerous.. commands of her mistress. 1870 
Spurcron Tyeas. Dav, Ps. lii.g Men must not too much 


fluster us. 
Hence Flu'stering vd/. sb. and ffl. a. Also 


Flu'sterment, the state of being flustered. 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv. (i. E. T. S.) 129 The 
flostyrynge of the losengers that thef[e] Plesyn, thou sholdyst 
gretly drede, 1661-98 Sourn Sev. ILI. 263 The Flustring 


ain-glorious Greeks. 


Cf, FLUSTER v. 3 ¢, d. 


1804 Bewicx Brit. Birds 1. 135 
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When it is very closely pursued, and compelled to rise, it 
{the coot] does this with much flustering and apparent 
difficulty. 1895 Hafositor Apr. 296 Palpitations, fluster- 
ments, hesitancies seem to turn our message into farce. 


+ Flu‘ster-blu:ster. sovce-wd. [comic re- 
duplication of Biusrer.] A ‘blustering’ wind. 
So Fluster-blusterer, a blusterer. 

1696 Monthly Mercury V1I.85 Vhe French. .are. seeking 
an early Atonement of the French Fluster Blusterer. 1708 
Morrevux Raédelais v. vi, Unless you are resolv’d to en- 
counter. .Aolus and his Flusterblusters. 

Flustered (fla'sto:d), ppl. a. 

1. Half-drunk, fuddled. 


1615 Sir E. Hosy Curry-combei, 11 Vet as flustred as hee 
was..hee could text her with Ladia Sacerdotis custodiunt 
sapientiam. 1710 Steere Tatler No, 3 P 1 A Young 
Nobleman who came flustered into the Box last Night. 1824 
Lams Eda Ser, u. Capt. Fackson, You got flustered without 
knowing whence; tipsy upon words. 1824 Scorr Jed- 
gauntlet xiii, Becoming early what doz wivants term 
flustered. 1889 Barrtre & Letanp Slang, /lustered 
(common) intoxicated. 

2. Confused, disconcerted, flurried. 

1743 Fievpine ¥. Wild u.v, Heartfree.. was..too much 
flustered to examine the woman with sufficient art. 1797 
Mrs. Rapcurre /talian xxx. (1824) 699 My lord .. seemed 
very much flustered. 1863 Mrs. C. CLarke Shaks. Char. 
xv. 377 A vivid picture of a flustered man, 

3. dial. (See quot.) 

1876 Whitby Gloss., Fluster'd, reddened or irritated..said 
of the feet. 

Flusterer (flostoror). U.S. [f. Fhusrer v. + 
-ER | (see quot. 1808).] The common American 
coot, ulica americana. 

1709 Lawson Carolina 149 Black Flusterers .. Some call 
these the great bald Coot. 1808-14 A. Witson Amer. Ornith. 
1x. 62 ote, In Carolina they are called flusterers from the 
noise they make in flying over the surface of the water. 

Flustery (flustéri), a. [f. Fuusrer sd. or v. + 
-yl, Cf. Buusrery.] Full of fluster; confused. 

1865 CartyLe /yedk. Gt. (1873) V. xiv. iv. 188 A flustery 
singed condition. 

Flustra (flv'stra). 22. flustree, -as. [a. mod. 
L. flustra.| The typical genus of polyzoa or 
bryozoa of the family /Vzstrzdx; the sea-mat. 

The name was first used by Linnzus (/auna Suec. ed. 2. 
1761), who says that he has substituted it for the older name 
Eschara, because the latter was ‘homonymous with the 
name of a disease’; but he does not give the etymology. 

1825 Hamitton Handbk. Terms, Hlustra, the sea-mat. 
1855 Kincstry Glaucus (1878) 73 Here are Flustrz, or sea- 
mats. 1860 Maury Phys. Geog. Sea xiii. § 560 The leaf- 
like flustras and escharas, 4 

Flustrate (flustreit), v. valear or jocular. 
Also flusterate. [f. Fiusrer v. + -aTE3,] =I'Lus- 
TER v.2 and 4, 

1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 493 P 4 We were coming down 
Essex Street one Night a little flustrated. 1797 Mrs. A. M. 
Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) 1, 106 She was, she confessed, 
quite flusterated at the idea. 1876 Mrs. Ovienant Cuva/e 
i Charge (ed. 5) Il. iv. 100 The head of the college was 
slightly flustrated, if such a vulgar word can be used of such 
a sublime person. 

Flustration (flzstrzifan). vulgar or jocular. 
Also flusteration. [f. FLustTER v.+-aTI0N.] The 
condition of being flustered ; ‘ fluster’, agitation. 

1748 RicHARDSON Clayissa (1811) II. xxxiii. 204 How soon 
these fine young ladies will be put into flusterations. 1812 
G. Corman By. Grins, Two Parsons \xxii, A kind of 
shocking, pleasing, queer flustration. 1868 Yates Mock 
Ahead 1.i, Miles came out..in a state of ‘ flustration ’. 


+¥Flutal, a. Obs. rare. [f. Frure sd.t + -au.] 
Pertaining to, or of the nature of, a flute. 

1794 G. Avams Wat. § Lx. Philos. I. vi. 239 The organs 
of the human voice are partly flutal, and partly chordal. 

Flute (flit), sb.1 Forms: 4-5 flowte, 5 flo(y)te, 

6-7 fluit(e, 6- flute. [ME. a. OF. flezite, flaiite, 
flahute (also written flahuste), mod. ¥. flite=Pr. 
Jiauta fem., of unknown origin; the Sp. fauta, It. 
flauto are prob. adopted from Fr. or Pr. From Fr. 
are MHG, /locte (mod.Ger. flote), Da. fluzt (whence 
possibly the ME. forms). 

Diez’s suggestion, that the Rom. Srauta, flauto was f. the 
vb. fautare, and that this was a metathesis of L. /la/uare, 
is phonologically impossible. Ascoli’s proposal to refer the 
vb. toa L. type */#avitare is also inadmissible. ] 

1. A musical wind instrument, consisting of a 
hollow cylinder or pipe, with holes along its length, 
stopped by the fingers, or by keys which are opened 
by the fingers. 

The flute of the ancients, whether single or double, was 
blown through a mouthpiece at the end. About the middle 
of the 18th cent. this was entirely superseded by the zvans- 
verse or German flute, which is blown through an orifice at 
the side near the upper end. 

¢ 1384 Cuaucer /. Mame ut. 133 And many flowte and 
liltyng horne. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 95/1 The mayde 
remembred the wordes and threwe doun her pype or 
floyte. 1555 Epen Decades 27 They harde the noyse of the 
flutes, shalmes, and drummes. 1625 Purcuas Pilgrims IV. 
1533 Indians met vs on the way, playing vpon Flutes; 
which is a token that they come in peace. 1718 Prior 
Pleasure 77 'Vhe trumpet’s sound Provok’d the Dorian 
flute. 1756 ‘I. Amory Buncle (1825) I. 5 My relaxation 
after study was my german-flute. @1822 SHELLEY Unf 
Drama 180, I nursed the plant, and on the double flute 
Played to it .. Soft melodies. 1853 Kincstey Hyfatia 
xxii, A single flute within the curtain began to send forth 
luscious strains, 1879 Srainer Music of Bible 0 A quartet 
was played by four flutes, treble, alto, tenor, and bass. 


[f. FLusrer v.] 














FLUTE. 


+b. phr. Zo (go and) blow one’s flute: to 
‘whistle’ for something. Ods. ‘ 

a1529 Sketton Vox Populi vii. 9 When thei have any 

sute, Thei maye goo blowe theire flute. 
e. A flute-player. 

1542 Privy Purse Exps. P'cess Mary (1831) 104 The 
Welshe mynstrels iijs. ixd. The Flutes xs. 1630 J.T AyLok 
(Water P.) Trav. Twelvepence Wks. 1. 71/1 Yo Church- 
wardens, Cryers, To Fluits, Horse coursers, Sellers, and to 
Buyers. 1765 Meretriciad 48 ‘Then, solus, hops, a dull 
Orchestran flute. 1837 Dickens Sk. Boz, Tales ix, Two 
flutes and a violoncello had pleaded severe colds. 

2. An organ-stop having a flute-like tone. Also 
fiute-stop (see 7). ' 
~ There are various kinds of flute-stops known by special 
designations, as the clear, harmonic, oboe, snake flute. 

1613 Organ Specif. Worcester Cathedral, x flute of wood. 
1776 Sir J. Hawkins /ist, Musick 1V.1. x.147 The simple 
stops are the.. Flute..and some others. 1855 Hopkins 
Organ xxii. 118 As a Pedal stop, the Flute has not yet 
been much used in this country. ¢ 

3. Applied to objects resembling a flute in shape. 

+a. A tall, slender wine-glass, used especially 
for sparkling wines, Called also /lete-glass. Ods. 

1649 Lovetace Lucasta 99 Elles of Beere, Flutes of 
Canary, That well did washe downe pasties-mary. 

b. A shuttle used in tapestry-weaving. 

1727-41 Cuambers Cycl. s.v. Tapestry, The flute does the 
office of the weaver’s shuttle. 

e. Cookery, etc. (See quots.) Perh. only Fr. 

1855 Ciarke Dict., Mlute..gaufer, 1858 Simmonps Dict. 
Trade, F'lute..a long thin French roll eaten at breakfast. 


4. Arch. A channel or furrow in a pillar, resem- 
bling the half of a flute split longitudinally, with 


the concave side outwards. 

1660 Broome Archit. A/t Stria, the flat lying between 
the Flutes. 1728 R. Morris “ss. Anc. Archit, 81 The 
Column is divided into twenty-four Flutes, and. .each Side 
contains three Flutes. 1879 Sir G. G. Scorr Lect. Archit. 
II. 126 Vast round columns..having their shafts decorated 
with spiral, zig-zag, intersecting, and vertical flutes. p 

5. A similar groove or channel in any material. 


In Botany: see quot. 1727-41. 

1727-41 Cuampers Cycl., /lutes or Flutings are also used 
in botany, to denote the stems and fruits of certain plants, 
which have furrows analogous to those of columns. yO 
Witnertne Brit. Plants (1796) U1. 98 The style .. has 
5 grooves or flutes to receive the 5 seeds with their ap- 
pendages. 1842 Biscuorr Woollen Manuf. 11. 393 These, 
instead of being wound round a roller, fall into the flutes of 
a fluted cylinder. 1855 Ocitvie Suppl., /Zte, a channel 
in the muslin of a lady’s ruffle, similar to that in a column 
or pillar. 1865 Mrs. Pa.tiser Lace xvi. 208 A cap 
of fine linen plaited in small flutes. 1878 Garnetr in 
Encycl. Brit. VILL. 728 When it lies within the mean, or 
spheroidal, surface so as to form a ‘flute’, less surface is 
exposed by it, 3 

6. slang. a. (See quot. 1700.) b. A pistol. 

azjoo B. E. Dict, Cant. Crew, Flute, the Recorder of 
London, or of any other Town. 1842 S. Lover Handy Andy 
iii, ‘I'll give it iim in the pistol-arm or so’. ‘ Very well, 
Ned. Where are the flutes?’ 2 ‘ 

7. attrib.and Comd., as flute-girl, -maker, -mustc, 
-note; fiute-playing vbl. sb. ; flute-like adj. Also 
flute-bird (Australia), the piping crow (Gymmno- 
rhina tibicen) ; flute-bit (see quot.) ; flute-glass, 
sce 3 above; flute-mouth, a fish of the family 
Fistulariide ; flate-organ (see quot. 1828) ; flute- 
player, («) one who plays the flute; (¢) a South 
American wren of the genus Cyfhorinas; flute- 
stop = sense 2 above; flute-tool (cf. /ute-b2t) ; 
flute-work (see quot. 1879). 

1862 Kenpatt Poens 53 ‘The *flute-bird’s mellow tone. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 893/2 *Flute-bit, a wood-boring 
tool. .used in boring. . hard woods. 1853 Hickie tr. A vistoph. 
(1887) I. 22 Chaplets, sprats, *flute-girls and black eyes. 
1667 DrypeNn Sir M/. Mar-all v. i, Bring two *Flute-glasses 
and some Stools. 1729 SavacE Wanderer v, The bullfinch 
whistles soft his *flute-like notes, 1849 Marryat Valerie 
xi, Some *flute-music, 1887 Lucycl. Brit, XXII. 548 *Flute 
Mouths (77studariidz). 1833 Tennyson Blackbird 18 Now 
thy *flute-notes are changed to coarse. 1828 Bussy AZzsic. 
Man., *Flute Organ, a little barrel-organ, the compass and 
tone of the notes of which render it imitative of the German 
flute. 1633 Prynne Histrio-Mastix 1. vu. iii. 652 A 
*flute-player, a fidler, a harper. 1875 Loncr. Pandora v1, 
Hear how sweetly overhead the feathered flute-players 
pipe their songs of love. 1831 Macautay in Life § Lett. 
(1880) I. 211 We had *flute-playing by the first flute-player 
in England. 1819 Rees Cycd., */lute-stop on an Organ, 
1887 Pall Mall G. 1 July 5/2 Chisels, modelling tools, files, 
*flute tools [etc.]. 1879 Hopkins in Grove Dict. Mus. 1. 
538 *#lute-rvork, under this head are grouped all the flue- 
stops of whatever kind, shape, or tone, that are not classed 
as Principal-work, or Gedact-work. 


Flute (ft), 50.2, Maud, Also 6 fluite, 7 fluyt(e. 

[a. Fr. flatte, a. Du. fluzt (whence the Eng. forms 
Jiuytle, fuit), perh, a transferred use of fuzt = prec.] 

1. (See quots.) 

1567 Maret Gy. Forest 91 The best..are those that be’ 
called Flute, in Greke Plootai, good saylers or fluites. 1698 
Frocer Voy. 107 A Portuguese Flute, that carried Negros 
to All-Saints Bay. 1 ay At Cuampers Cycé., Flute or Fluyt, 
a kind of long vessel, with flat ribs or floor timbers ; round 
behind, and swelled in the middle. 1867 Smytu Sailor's 
Word-bk,, Flute or Fluyt, a pink-rigged fly-boat, the after- 
part of which is round-ribbed. 

2. A vessel of war, carrying only part of her 
armament, to serve as a transport. 

1666 Lond. Gaz, No. 77/2 Two Men of War .. with three 
Flutes of 18 or 20 Guns. 1799 Sir Sip, Surry 6 Feb, in 


FLUTE. 


Nicolas Nelson's Disp. WY. 281 note, Captain Hood's list 
reported them to be eight in addition to two Flutes. 1876 
J. Grant Hist. India 1. xlvi. 231/2 Twenty-six sail, in- 
cluding eleven line-of-battle ships. .six flutes and transports. 
b. Hence Armed en flute (Fr. armé en flute) 
said of such a vessel. 
1799 Naval Chron. I. 258 The Sceptre, 64 guns, armed ex 
Jliute. 1832 Marryat WV. Morster xxxvi. 


Flute (flit), v. [f. Fuurn sd.!, orad. OF. fleiiter, 
mod. F. fzter.] 


1. intr. To play upon a flute or pipe. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pro/. gt Syngynge he was or flowtynge al 
the day. 1485 Caxton Paris § V. 89 Thys is he that so 
swetely songe and floyted, 1775 SHERIDAN Dueuna 1. i, 
Fiddling, fluting, rhyming, ranting. 1842 TENNyson 70 
£.L.0n Trav, vi, Yo him who sat upon the rocks, And 
fluted to the morning sea. 1875 Miss Brappon Strange 
World i, Corydon fluting sweetly on his tuneful pipe. 

quasi-trans. 1867 M. Arnotp Poems, Thyrsis ix, And flute 
his friend, like Orpheus from the dead. 

b. To whistle or sing in flute-like tones. 


1800 Hurpis fav. Village 206 And ouzle fluting with | 


melodious pipe. 1848 Kuincstry Saint’s Trag. ww. iv, 
Fluting like woodlarks, tender and low. 1859 G. Mere- 
pitu 2. Heverel xiv, The blackbird fluted, calling to her 
with thrice mellow note, 

2. trans. To play (an air, etc.) on a flute; to 
sing in flute-like notes. 

1842 Tennyson Morte D’Arth. 269 Some. .swan. .fluting a 
wild carol ere her death. 1847 — Princess 1v. 111 Men 
that lute and flute fantastic tenderness. 1847 EMERSON 
Poems, May Day 59 The redwing flutes his o-ka-lee. 

3. To form flutes (FLurE sd.1 4, 5)in; to furnish 
with flutings ; to arrange a dress, etc. in flutes. 

1578 Lyre Dodoens wv. xiv, 468 Bockwheate hath round 
stalkes chanellured and fluted (or forowed and crested). 
1665 Hooke Microgr. 148 The whole outward Superficies. . 
is curiously adorned or fluted with little channels. 1723 
Cuampers tr. Le Clerc’s Treat. Archit, J. 79 It had been 
better..to have fluted the upper part. 1853 Linpiry Veg. 
Kingd. 60x The trunk appears as if fluted. 1862 M. ‘I. 
Morraty Hist. Needle Making 37 He also took out a patent 
for grooving or fluting the sides of sail needles. 1862 Tyn- 
DALL Mountaineer. ii. 12 Planing and fluting and scoring the 
rocks, 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 11. x, A hatband of wholesale 
capacity—which was fluted behind. 

Fluted (flz-téd), 24/7. a. [f. Fuure sd.1 and v. 
+ -ED.] 

1, Having, furnished, or ornamented with flutes, 
channels, or grooves. luted-scale (Entomol.) = 
cushton-scale. Fluted spectrum, one in which the 
spectrum lines appear to be grouped in flutes, 

1611 Corer., Canelé, channelled, fluted, furrowed, straked. 
1717 BERKELEY Tour in Italy Wks. 1871 IV. 531 Four 
noble fluted pillars, 180x Sourney Thalaba vi. xx, And 
fluted cypresses rear’d up Their living obelisks. 1835 Ure 
Philos. Manuf. 1a1 United on one fluted portion of the 
rollers. 1882 N. Lockyer in Nature No. 614. 318 Iodine 
vapour .. gives us this fluted spectrum. 1882 CauLFritp & 
Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Fluted Ruche..is composed of 
single Box-pleats stitched to a certain depth inwards so as 
to leave the edges of the pleats loose. 

2. Music. (See quot. 1828.) 

1787 Brecxrorp Jtaly II. 240 All the nauseous sweetness 
of a fluted falsetto. 1828 Bussy Jfusic. Man. s.v., When 
the upper notes of a soprano voice are of a thin and flute- 
Tike tone, they are said to be Fluted. 1879 E. Arnotp Zé, 
Asia vi. xxvi, The koil’s fluted song, the bulbul’s hymn. 

|| Flute-douce (flzt\ds). Also 7 evrov. -doux. 
[Fr. fate douce lit. ‘ sweet flute’.] 

+1. The highest-pitched variety of the old flute 
with a mouthpiece. 

1676 ETHEREDGE Jan of Mode u.i, Nothing But Flute 
doux, and French Hoboys. 1679 Evetyn Diary 20 Nov., 
There was also a flute douce, now in much request for ac- 
companying the voice. 1747 Lapy M. W. Montacu Lez. 
to C’tess Bute 24 July, They are all violins, lutes, mandolins, 
and flutes doux. 

2. An organ-stop so named. 

1876 Srainer & Barrer Dict. Mus. Terms. 


+Fluwtenist. Ods. [f. Fuutn sd.1; cf. Ger. 
Jlotenist, Eng. ltenist.|_ A flute-player, a flutist. 

1647 R. Srarytton Yuvenal ui. 42 These sometimes 
Flutenistes, Beare office now. 1687 tr. Weliodorus 1.24 You 
have heard of Arsinoe, the Flutenist. 1718 /ree-thinker 
No. 37 P 6 An excellent Flutenist. 

Fluter (flzto1). [f. Fiore v.+-zr1. Cf. OF. 
Jleuteur.) 

1. One who plays on the flute; a flute-player. 
Now vare; replaced by Fiutist or FLAvTIST. 

¢1400 Lom. Rose 763 These floutours, Minstrales and eek 
Togelours. 1570 Levins Manzp~. 73 A Fluter, auladus. 
1666 Perys Diary 21 June, I saw..a picture of a fluter 
playing on his flute. 1796 W. Taytor in Alonthly Rev. XX1. 
499 Not a single fluter was to be found in the temple. 1856 
Masson £ss., Th. of Poetry 440 You, fluter, with your 
silver flute ! 

2. One who makes flutings or grooves. 

1858 Simmonps Dict, Trade, luter, one who grooves or 
channels metals ;..a person who goffers or plaits. 

Hence + Flu‘teress a female flute-player. 

1611 CotGr., Pveuteuse, a fluteresse } a woman that playes 
on a flute. ., wes 

Flutina (flwtnai). [f. Foure 5.1 with fem. 
ending -InA: cf. Concertina.] A kind of accor- 
dion resembling the concertina. : 

1859 Sata Gas-light § D. xxiv. 274 Accordions, concer- 
tinas, and flutinas. — 

Fluting (fltin), 702. sd. [f. Fuurn v. + -1ne 1] 
The action of the vb. FLurs in various senses. 
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1. The action of playing on the flute or singing 
in flute-like tones ; an instance of this. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) r10 Thou losest thy flateryng 
and swete floytyng. 1858 Cartyie Fredk. Gt. IL. v1. vil. 
108 Fritz’s love of music, especially of fluting. 1874 L. 
Morris Poews, To a Lost Love i, The earliest flutings of 
the lark, 1882 Gossr in Grosart’s Spenser LILI. p. xxxix, 
The delicious flutings of Herrick. 

2. The action of making flutes in columns, or in 
frills, ruffles, etc. ; ornamentation with flutes; the 
result of this action, fluted work. Also aétrid. in 
names of appliances for fluting, as udténg-cylinder, 
-tron, -lathe, -machine, -plane, etc. 

1728 R. Morris “ss. Anc. Archit. 81, I must just explain 
.. the foregoing Plate concerning Fluting or Grooving. 
1860 Tynpatt Glac. 1. xix. 99 Granite, on which the 
flutings and groovings are magnificently preserved: 1864 
WesstTeR, //luting-plane (Carp.), a plane with curved face, 
used in grooving flutes. 1878 BeLt Gegenbaur's Comp. 
Anat. 104 Provided with various sculpturings, flutings, 
spines, ridges, and so on. 1879 Sir G, G. Scorr Lect. 
Archit. 1. 87 Singular ornamentation..by means of fluting. 

3. =Fuure sd.1 4, 5. Also collect. 

1611 CorerR., Caneleure, a fluting, channelling, straking, 
furrowing. 1613-1639 I. Jones in Leoni Padladio’s Archit. 
(1742) IL. 50 The fluting in front are deep half Circles, 1723 
Cuampers tr. Le Clerc’s Treat, Archit. I. 31 The Flutings 
of this Column ought not to exceed twenty. 1725 BRADLEY 
Fam, Dict. s.v. Mushroom, A... Cap or Head, garnished 
sometimes underneath with several Flutings, 1823 P, Nicuor- 
son Pract, Build. 308 Sometimes flutings of the semi-ellipsis 
shape, with fillets, were adopted. 1851 RicHARDsoN Geo/. 
(1855) 445 The trees .. now appear completely decorticated, 
and present various flutings. 1869 Bourret, Arms § Arm. 
v. 76 The corslet and cuirass .. sometimes show no other 
decoration than the bold flutings at their base. 1872 
C. Kine Mountain. Sierra Nev. it. 70 Every fluting of the 
great valley was in itself a considerable cation. 1880 
Barinc-Goutp MMehalah Il, vi. 105 She ran her fingers 
through the flutings of her frills. 

Fluting (flitin), 2/7. a. [f. as prec. + -1NG2.] 
That flutes, in senses of the vb. 

1794 D’Israrti Cur. Lit. (1848) I. 85 The genius which 
thus could form a clock in time formed a fluting automaton. 
1852 SEMEL Organ 78 The tone of the organ is at one time 
full and round, at another. .fluting and whispering. 

Flutist (fl tist). [f Frure 56.1+-1sr. Cf. Fr. 
Jiitiste.| A player on the flute. 

1603 Firorio Montaigne 1. xxxix. 125 When some com- 
mended him to be an excellent Flutist. 1775 J. Cottier 
Musical Trav. 45 That great flutist and warrior the King 
of Prussia, 1862 MerivaLe Rom. Limp. (1865) VII. lv. 37 
He drove in pomp through the city .. with the flutist 
Diodorus by his side. 


Flut(t)e, obs. form of Frit v. 


Flutter (flo'to1), 5d. [f. next vb.] 

1. A fluttering ; the action or condition of flutter- 
ing (whether in a trans. or intr. sense), 

1641 Mitton Aximadv. 19 Lest their various and jangling 
opinions put their leays into a flutter. 31711 Appison Sect. 
No. 1oz P 10 There is an infinite Variety of Motions to be 
made use of in the flutter of a Fan. 1794 Mrs. Rapcuirre 
Myst. Udolpho iii, The drowsy murmur of the breeze. .and 
its light flutter as it blew freshly into the carriage. 1848 
Dickens Dombey (C. D. ed.) v. 32 The flutter of her beating 
heart. 1875 McLaren Sev, Ser. 11. viii. 138 Nor any least 
flutter of trembling love towards Him. 

b. A ‘run’, a ‘burst’. collog. 

1857 C, Keene Zef. in G, S. Layard Lif iii. (1892) 62, 
I had a brief flutter down to the coast of Devon. 1883 
E. Pennevt-Evmuirst Cream Leicestersh. 376 The same 
fox..had given us a first flutter across the country. 

2. An agitated condition, a state of tremulous 
excitement. sf. in phrases, Zo de 27, fall, putt, etc. 


into a flutter. 

1748 RicuArpson Clarissa (1811) I. xvi. 107 No emotions, 
child! no flutters! 1780 Map, D’Arsiray Diary May, 
A strain of delight .. that put her into a flutter of spirits. 
1818 J. W. Croker in Croker Papers (1884) Sept., ‘The 
flutter of her nerves.. makes her very miserable. 1840 
Dickens Old C. Shop xxi, He immediately .. fell into a 
great flutter. 1887 Poor Nellie (1888) 99 No wonder poor 
Adela’s pulse was all in a flutter. 

b. A disordered or untidy state. 

c18z5 Mrs. SuHerwoop Houlston Tracts Il. xxxi. 9 Let 
me never see this room in a flutter, : 

+3. Ostentatious display, fuss, sensation, show, 
stir. £sf.in phr. Zo make a (or their) flutter: 
to make a noise in the world. Ods. 

1667 Perrys Diary 30 Aug., I never knew people in my 
life that make their flutter, that do things so meanly. 1692 
Bentiey Boyle Lect. 58 They would .. make a mighty 
flutter and triumph. cx1700 Pops Artemisia 24 A stately, 
worthless animal .. All flutter, pride, and talk. 1812 
Examiner 12 Oct. 652/2 The fanfarronade and flutter of 
the favourite Hussars. 1822 Haziirr Zadde-t. Ser. 1. 
xviii. (1869) 369 Why then all this flutter. f 

4.. slang. An attempt or ‘shy’ at anything; an 


exciting venture at betting or cards. 

1874 Slang Dict. s.v., ‘Vl have a flutter for it’ means [ll 
have a good try for it. 1880 Payn Conjid, Agent I. 134, 
I am not funky of you at any game, and I want a ‘flutter’. 
1883 Echo 26 Feb. 4/2 (Farmer), I fancy the animal named 
will at any rate afford backers a flutter for their money. 

5. attrib. and Combd., as flutter-headed adj. ; 
flutter-pate, a flighty or light-headed person; 


flutter-wheel (see quot. 1874). 

1892 Lp. Lyrron King Poppy Prol. 248 The snowy-vested 
*flutter-headed flower. 1894 Yellow Bk. Apr. 65 Only 
fools and *flutterpates do not seek reverently for what is 
charming in their own day. 1858 Srmmonns Dict, Trade, 
*Flutter-wheel, 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 894 Flutter 








FLUTTER. 


wheel, a water-wheel of moderate diameter placed at the 
bottom of a chute so as to receive the impact of the head 
of water in the chute and penstock. 

Flutter (flwtor), v. Forms: 1 flot(e)orian, 
3-4 flot(t)eren, -in, -yn, (4 flooter,) 4-6 floter, 
-tre, 4-7, 9 Sc. flotter, 6- flutter. [OE. flotorian, 
a frequentative formation on /lo¢- weak-grade of 
root of féotan FLEET v.]} 

+1. intr. To be borne or lie tossing on the waves; 
to float to and fro. Ods. 

a1o00 Gloss. Prudentius (Record) 150 Flotorode, fertur 
Siuctibus. crzg0 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 304/153 And so to floteri 
in be grete se! c1q400 Destr. Troy 12524 All the freikesin 
the flode floterand aboue. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace vil. 1210 
Vij thousand large at anys flottryt in Forth. 1506 Guyt- 
ForDE Pilger. (Camden) 67 We .. laye and flotred in the see 
right werely by reason of the sayd tedyous calme. ax800 
Sir P, Spence xv. in Jamieson Badlads (1806) I. 160 Mony 
was the feather bed That flotter’d on the faem. 

Jig. cro0o0 AEtrric How, Il. 392 Din heorte floterad on 
Oissere worulde zytsunge. ¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. ui. pr. xi. 
(Camb. MS.) 78 Hither alle thinges ben referred and 
browht to nowht and floteryn with owte gouernour. .or [etc.]. 
1513 Doucias 4veis iv. Prol, 164 Thow ald hasart lychour 
.. hat flotteris furth euermair in sluggardry. 


2. Of birds, etc.: To move or flap the wings 
rapidly without flying or with short flights; to move 
up and down or to and fro in quick irregular 


motions, or hang upon wing in the air. 

a 1000 Gloss. Prudentius (Record) 150 Flotorodon, przvo- 
lant. ¢1340 Cursor M. 1781 (Trin.) pe foules flotered po on 
heze. 1535 CoveRDALE /sa. xxxi. 5 Like as byrdes flotre 
aboute their nestes. 1602 Marston Azt. § Mel. 1v. Wks. 
1856 I. 45 Troopes of pide butterflies, that flutter still In 
greatnesse summer. 1719 Dr For Crusoe (1840) I. xv. 252 The 
parrot..had fluttered a good way off. 1824 Byron Yuan xv. 
xxvii, March, my Muse ! If you cannot fly, yet flutter. 1850 
McCosu Div. Govt. ui. ii. (1874) 345 Like the moth fluttering 
about the light which is to consume it. 1870 Morris Larthly 
Par. II. 1v. 204 The belfry. . Fluttered about.. By chatter- 
ing daws. 

transf, and fig. 1449 Pecock Refr. 1. xvi. gt He flotereth 
not so ofte aboute the eeris of the lay peple. 1591 SipNEy 
Astr. & Stella cviii, My yong soule flutters to thee his 
nest. @x680 Butter Lem. (1759) Il. 80 He flutters up and 
down like a Butterfly ina Garden. 1876 Gro. Extor Dax. 
Der. IV. Ixi. 212 Hans's talk naturally fluttered towards 
mischief, f chek , 

b. To move with a light quivering motion 
through the air. 

1853 C. Bronte Villette iii, An etching..happened to 
flutter to the floor. 1866 Gro. Exior /. //o/t (1868) 10 Here 
and there a leaf fluttered down. 1873 Ourpa Pascared 1. 19 
Paper money fluttered to her feet. p 

c. quasi-trans. with adv. or prep., expressing the 
result of a ‘ fluttering” movement. 

1600 I, WALKER Sf. Mandeville 152a, They choppe 
downe into the Snowe, fluttering the same ouer them with 
theyr winges. 1789 Wotcor (P. Pindar) Zp. to falling 
Minis. Wks. 1812 If. 125 So they, like Moths, may flutter 
life away. 1793 CowrEr Bean's Reply 15 When your linnet 
-» Had fluttered all his strength away. 1844 Avs. SmiTH 
Adv. Mr. Ledbury 1. xiv. 103 Seeds, which the bird had 
fluttered from his cage. 

3. transf. To move about aimlessly, restlessly, 
sportively, or ostentatiously ; to flit, hover. 

1694 tr. M/clton's Lett, State (1851) 372 Now he resides at 
Paris, or rather flutters unpunish’d about the City. 1734 
Pore Ess. Mau tv. 196 One flaunts in rags, one flutters in 
brocade. 1779 Jounson Let. to Mrs. Thrale 25 Oct., I hope 
Mr. Vhrale..at night flutters about the rooms, 1877 BLack 
Green Past. xliv, (1878) 354 She had kept fluttering about 
the hall, bothering the patient clerks with inquiries. 

4. To move about or to and fro with quick vibra- 


tions or undulations; to quiver. Of the heart or 


pulse: To beat rapidly and irregularly. 

1561 Brecon Sicke Mannes Salve Wks. 1564 I1. 220 My 
toung flottereth in my mouth, my hands tremble & shake 
for payne. a1661 Futter Worthies (1840) II. 513 The 
weight [of a cloak] is diffused in several parts, and, fluttering 
above, all of them are supported by the clouds. 1712-4 
Pore Rafe Lock 1, 90 ‘Teach .. little hearts to flutter at a 
Beau. 1815 SHELLEY A astor 659 The pulse yet lingered in 
his heart, It paused—it fluttered. 1820 Keats £ve St. 
Agnes x\, The arras .. Flutter’d in the besieging wind’s 
uproar. 1859 Kincstry J7/isc. (1860) II. 289 A few rags of 
sail fluttered from her main and mizen. 


b. Of wind or flame: To blow or flicker lightly 


and intermittently. Of water: To ripple. 

1638 N. Rowe in Lismore Papers Ser. 1. (1888) IV. 3 
Once the winde fluttered a little, whereuppon wee went to 
sea. 1811 Pinkerton Petrad. 11. 554 A light, accompanied 
by a flame, fluttering from time to time onthe surface. 1821 
Crare Vill, Minstr. 1. 46 Down the rock the shallow 
water falls, Wild fluttering through the stones in feeble 
whimpering brawls. 1878 Browninc Poets Croisic vi, Any- 
how there they [tongues of flame] flutter. 

Jig. 1844 Mrs. Browninc Drama of Exile Poems 1850 I. 
32 Its meaning flutters in me like a flame. 

+e. ALusic. (See quot. 1819.) Obs. 
1759 R. Smitu Harmonics (ed. 2) 97 They do not beat at 


_ all, like imperfect consonances, but only flutter, at a slower 


or quicker rate according to the pitch of the sounds. 189 
Rees Cycl., Flutter in Music, is a term applied by Dr. 
Robert Smith. .to the fluttering roughness in the sound of 
two notes which are discords to each other, 


5. To tremble with excitement; to be excited 


with hope, apprehension, or pleasure, etc. 

1668 H. More Div. Dial. u1. xxxiv. (1713) 273 O how do 
I flutter to be acquainted with this kind of People. 1754 
Ricuarpson Grandson (1781) II. v. 73, 1 fluttered like a 
fool. 1848 THackeray Van. Fair lv, Fluttering with her 
own audacity. 1865 Merrivate Rom. Lip. VIII. Ixv. 162 


FLUTTERABLE. 


All the tribes of the far East were fluttering with the anti- 
cipation of his descent upon them. 

6. trans. (causatively). 

a. To cause to flutter; to move (a thing) in quick 
irregular motions; to agitate, ruffle. Also +o 
Jiutter (a thing) zxfo rags, to pieces, etc. Zo flutter 
out: to wear out by ‘ fluttering’, Zo flutter the 
ribbands of (a coach) (slang): to drive. 

1621 Markuam Fowding 32 If they [wild fowl] be flutterd 
or fleikt into any Riuer. 1644 Manwayrine Sea-man's Dict. 
s.v. /loane, ‘The gust hath fluttred all the saile to peeces. 
1667 Mitton ?. L. 1. 933 All unawares, Fluttering his pen- 
nons vain. 1746-7 Hervey edit. (1818) 168 The gay butter- 
fly flutters her painted wings. 1771 Hutu Six W. Harrington 
I, 216, Lhave already fluttered out all the cloaths I made up 
for first mourning, and must buy more. 1845 Por Raven 
Poems (1859) 48 Not a feather then he fluttered. 1864 
Eton Sch. Days i. 11, I used to flutter the ribbands of the 
London Croydon and South Coast coach. 1893 McCarruy 
Red Diamonds I, 20 Shining spaces of water fluttered by 
the passing oar. . 7 

b. fig. To throw (a person) into confusion, agi- 
tation, or tremulous excitement. F 

1664 Shakspere's Cor. (F. 3) v. vi. 116 Like an Eagle in 
a Dove-coat, I Flutter’d your Volcians in Coriolus. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) III. 39 You flutter one so! 
1784 E. Hazarp in Belknap Papers (1877) 1. 382, 1 am so 
fatigued and fluttered with my walk. 1864 Froupr Short 
Stud., Sc. Hist. (1867) 2 A work which. . fluttered the dove- 
cotes of the Imperial Academy of St. Petersburg. 1875 
Jowert Plato (ed. 2) II. 45 If I thought that your nerves 
could be fluttered at a small party of friends. 

7. intr. (slang). To ‘toss’ for anything. 

1874 in Slang Dict. 1895 West. Gaz. 31 July 3/1 The 
three American girls..were seen..‘ fluttering’ for the upper 
berth in their cabin. 

Flutterable (fluterab’l), a. 
+-ABLE.] That may be fluttered. 

1891 Sat. Rev. 5 Sept. 264/2 The matter has fluttered the 
always rather easily flutterable dovecotes of Vienna. 

+Fluttera‘tion. Ods. [sce-arton.] The action 
of fluttering ; the state of being fluttered. 

1754 RicHArvson Grandison 111. vii. 50 Such a Love as.. 
she had in her days of futteration, as she whimsically calls 
them. 1771 Huw Sir W. Harrington IV. 172 Even I, 
who am so much less concerned, am in a violent /7/lera- 
tion about it. 1805 in Spirit Public Fruis. (1806) 1X. 265 
The names of Colonel, Major, and Captain scarce occasion 
the smallest flutteration. 

Fluttered (flvteid), 7. a. [f. Fuurrer v. + 
-ED 1,] In senses of the vb. both ¢7ans. and zztr, 
(In quot. 1589 perh. used for fi//ered.) 

1589 Nasue Anat. Absurd. Wks. (Grosart) I. 29 That 
those ., shoulde preferre their fluttered sutes before other 
mens glittering gorgious array. 1773 Graves Euphrosyne 
(1776) I. 18 The emblem of a flutter’d mind. 1813 Scorr 
Rokeby iv. xxix, A fluttered hope his accents shook, A 
fluttered joy was in hislook. 1878 Brownie Poets Croisic 
33 His fluttered faculties came back to roost. 

Flutterer (flvtoror).  [f. as prec. +-ER1.] 

+1. 2? A vagrant. Obs. rare. 

c1450 Myrc 845 Of scoler, of flotterer, or of passyngere. 

2. One who or that which flutters, 7, and fig: ; 
‘Fa flirt. Rarely in ¢vans. sense. 

¢1726 Mrs. Detany in Life § Corr. I. 133, I looked upon 
him as a flutterer, and was at a loss to know what his inten- 
tions were. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) I, iii. 13 
A man of morals, was worth a thousand of such gay 
flutterers. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xiv, Dingy, ill-plumed 
drowsy flutterers. 1882 //arfer’s Mag. LXV.588 She watched 
the boat until the handkerchief flutterer was no longer 
seen, 

Fluttering (flvteriy), vd. sd. [f. as prec. + 
-1NG1,] The action of the vb. Fiurrer in various 
senses; an instance of the same. 

1382 Wycur Js. liv [lv]. 23 [22] He shal not 3iue in to 
with oute ende flotering [Vulg. Zuctuationem] to the ri3t- 
wise. 14.. Prose Legends in Anglia VILL. 185 Drowned in 
pe floteryngis of pis lyfe. 1627-61 Fecruam Jesolves 1. xi. 
200 The Bates and Flutterings of a Conscience within. 1719 
De For Crusoe (1840) I. xix. 341 It is impossible to express 
the flutterings of my.. heart. 1759 R. Smita Harmonics 
(ed. 2) 97 The flutterings and the beats of a tempered 
consonance. 1830 Tennyson J7Ziller’s Dau. 153, 1 watch'd 
the little flutterings, The doubt my mother would not see. 
1832 Lytron Lugene A. u. iv, No fluttering of manner be- 
trayed that he [etc]. 

Fluttering (flxtorin), A/a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING2,.] That flutters, in various senses of the vb. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 11. metr. ix. 68 (Camb. MS.) To 
compowne werk of floterynge matere, 1590 SpeNnseR J. Q. 
ut. ili, 10 Vain-glorious man, when fluttering wind does 
blow In his light winges, is lifted up to skie. 1625 GitL 
Sacr. Philos. iv. 43 That fluttering distinction. .will not 
helpe. 1762 Fatconer Shipwr. u. 198 The fluttering 
sails expand. 1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales 11. 315 The 
thick-heaved breath And ,. fluttering pulse of death, 1863 
Gero. Exior Romola u. i, A large..mulberry-tree..was now 
sending its last fluttering leaves in at the open doorways. 

b. Untidy. (Cf. FLurrer sd, 2b. 

c1830 Mrs. SHerwoop //oulston Tracts 111, Ixvii. 8 
She would idle..and was very fluttering with her things. 

Hence Flu'tteringly adv., in a fluttering manner. 

1819 WiFFEN Aonian Hours (1820) 33 O'er her young 
more flutteringly to brood. 1859 Masson Brit, Novelists 
iv. 278 Of old it came flutteringly through prophets. 1861 
G. Merepitu £2. Harrington 11. xi. 197 Mrs. Hawkshaw 
began flutteringly to apologise. 

Flutterless (flutoslés), a. [f. Fuurrer sd. + 
-Less.] Not making a flutter, drooping. 


1873 Daily News 21 Aug., The clinging, flutterless pennons 
of the lances. 


[f. FLurrER v. 
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Fluttermouse, dial. form of FLITTERMOUSE. 
Fluttersome (flv'taisim), a. [f. FLurrer v. + 
-SOME.] Inclined to flutter. 
1895 Century Alag. Feb, 540 Beribboned, belaced, and 
very fluttersome. é & 
Fluttery (flvteri), a. In 4 flotery. [f. FLurrer 
v. + -Y.] Apt to flutter, fluttering. Also fiz. 
¢1386 Cuaucer Axt.’s 7. 2025 With flotery berd, and 
ruggy asshy heres. 1823 Mew Monthly Mag. VII. 569 His 
patchy, fluttery, and undecided mode of handling. 1855 
J. Hewirr Avec. Armour J. 341 A light fluttery material. 
1875 Browninc Aristoph. Apol, 337 Lhe fluttery tree-top. 
Fluty (flzti), a. [f. Fuurn sé.1+-y1.] Resem- 
bling a flute in tone, flute-like; soft and clear. 
1823 New Monthly Mag. VXI. 39 As on the wind its 
fluty music floats, 1845 ALB. Smiru /ort. Scatterg. Kam. 
xxiil, A delicate fluty voice. ; : 
Fluvial (flz'vial). [a. F. favdal,ad L. fluvial- 
zs, f. flvius river.] Of or pertaining to a river 
or rivers; found or living in a river. 
1398 ‘Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xix. \xv. (1495) gor YF 
fluuyall stones ben hette fyry hote and thenne quenchyd 
therin. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physiche 33/2, ij 
pintes of fluvial water. 1775 Romans /lorida 316 This 
fluvial expedition. 1867 J. B. Rose tr. Virgil's 4éneid 190 
The fluvialnymphs. 1875 ond. Phys. World 1.1.39 The 
descent of fluvial ice frequently causes great disasters. 
Fluvialist (flz-vialist). [f. prec.+-1st.] One 
who explains certain phenomena in geology or 
physical geography by theaction of existing streams. 
1829 Proc. Geol. Soc. 1. 145 He [W. D. Conybeare] first 
offers some introductory remarks on the opposite theories of 
the fluvialist and diluvialist. ; ; 
Flu'viated, ¢. [f. L. fuviat-us soaked in a 
river, (f. vias river) +-ED1,] Overflowed by a 
river, marshy. 
1807 G. Cuatmers Caledonia 1.1. iv. 129 A bank over- 
looking the low fluviated ground of the river. aan s 
Fluviatic (flzvije'tik), a. [ad. L. fuvidtec-us, 
f, fuvius river.] Growing or living in streams. 
1727 Baiey vol. Il, /tuviatick, 1828 in WeBsTER. 
Fluviatile (flz-viatil), a. [a. F. fluviatile, ad. 
L. fluviatilis, f. flavius river.] Of or pertaining to 
a river or rivers; found, growing, or living in rivers ; 
formed or produced by the action of rivers. 
1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bh. Physicke 48/1 Madefye a 
little linnen cloth in Fluviatile water, 1681 CurTHAm 
Angler's Vade-m, xi. § 1(1689) 110 Fishes, whether Marine 
Fluviatile or Lakish. 1774 Srrance in Phil. Trans. LXV. 
45 It [buccinum] is of the fluviatile kind. 1823 W. Buck- 
LAND Lel7g. Diluv, 164 Vhe mud..is evidently fluviatile 
and not diluvian. 1878 Huxiey Physiog. 134 The river is, 
itself, a powerful agent of direct denudation—fluviatile 
denudation as it is sometimes termed. : 
+Fluvia‘tion. Ods. rare—'. [as if ad. L. 
*fluviation-em, f. fluvedtus, FLUVIATED.] The pro- 
cess of steeping (flax) in water. 
a 1682 Sir 'T. Browne Vvacts 54 This was the first pre- 
paration of Flax, and before fluviation or rotting. 
Fluvicoline (flzvi'kélin, -ain), a. [f. mod. L. 
Jluvicol-a (£. fluvius river + colére to inhabit) + 
-INE.] = FLUVvIAL, FLUVIATILE. 

In some mod. Dicts. Hae 

Fluvio- (fli'vio), used as combining form of L. 
fiuvius river, as in flu'vio-marine a., an epithet 
applied to deposits formed by river-currents at the 
bottona ofthe sea; also quasi-sé.; fluvio'meter, an 
instrument for measuring the rise and fall of rivers ; 
filu:vio-terre’strial a., pertaining to the land-sur- 
face of the globe and its rivers. 

1848 Craic, /Vuvio-marine. 1852 1. Forses in Wilson & 
Geikie AZem. xiv. (1861) 505 The fluvio-marine portion of 
them [the Eocenes]. /dzd. 509 ‘The whole series of fluvio- 
marines. at Lye, Antig. Man xi. (ed. 3) 204 ‘The 
fluvio-marine bed of Abbeville. 1865 LivincsTone Zamdbesi 
iii. 70 ‘The only fluviometer at 'Tette..was set up at our 
suggestion. 1885 Gini in Proc. Biol. Soc. 11. 30 (Cent.) 
‘The marine realms. .are entirely independent of the fluvio- 
terrestrial, 

+ Fluvio'se, a. Ols—° [as if ad. L. *fuvios- 
us, f. fluvius viver: sce -OSH.] (See quot.) 

1727 Baitey vol. I], /Vviose, flowing much. 

+ Flu‘vious, a Obs.—° [f. as prec.: see 
-ous.] (See quot.) 

1656 BLount Glossogr., Fluvious, flowing much. 

Flux (flvks), sb. Forms: a. (sense 1 only) 4-7 
flix(e, flyx(e, (6 flyckes); B. 5-7 fluxe, (5 
flokes), 4- flux. [a. Fr. fax, =Pr. flux, Sp. fluxo 
(now jlzyo in senses 1 and 4, flux from Fr.), It. 
SJlusso:—L, fluxus (wu stem), f. flacre (Lat. root 
*flugv-) to flow. The early form 7x proceeds from 
the Fr. pronunciation with 2/.] A flowing, flow. 

I. sec. in physiological sense. 

1. An abnormally copious flowing of blood, excre- 
ment, etc. from the bowels or other organs; 
a morbid or excessive discharge. sec. An early 
name for dysentery; also} ved flax, | flux of blood, 
bloody flux (cf. BLoopy C. 2). 

a, 1382 Wycutr Jfatt. ix. 20 A womman that suffride the 
[1388 blodi] flix, or rennynge, of blood twelue 3eer. 1447 
Bokenuam Seyutys (Roxb.) 32 The reed flyx..Sodeynly 
dede Austyn so sore oppresse. 1577 B, Goocr Heresbach's 
Husb. 1. (i586) 187 ‘They [Bees] feed so greedilie, as they 
fall into a Flix. 1600 HoLtianp Livy ui. xiii. (1609) 1367 
note, Hee ['Trajan])..died..of a flixe of blood. 1665 Maniry 











FLUX, 


Grotius Low C. Warres 317 Both of them bred a sad 
Disease among them, with a great Flix. : 

B. 1377 Lanct, P, 72. B. xx. 80 Kynd conscience. .sent 
forth his foreioures, feures & fluxes. c1450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 3548 He was lange seke in pe flokes. 1597 GERARDE 
Herbal (1636) 713 Agrimony boiled in wine and drunke helpes 
. hepaticke fluxes in old people. 1708 Swirr Predictions 
1708 Wks. 1755 II. 1, 153 It [his death] seems to be an effect 
of the gout in his stomach, followed by a flux. 1777 WATSON 
Philip IT. (1839) 103 Rendered unfit for action by a bloody 
flux. 1807 VANcouveR Agric. Devon (1813) 337 A flux or 
scowering is the complaint to which these animals are by 
far the most liable. 1854 Jones & Siev. Pathol. Anat. (1874) 
65 Fluxes will be active or passive, according to the kind of 
hyperzmia which occasions them. 

b. transf. A ‘running’ from the eyes or mouth, 

1377 Lana. P. P/. B. v. 179 Whan I drynke wyn at eue, 
I haue a fluxe of a foule mouthe, wel fyue dayes after. 
1711 STEELE Sfect. No. 95 ® 3 This Flux of the Eyes, this 
Faculty of Weeping. : 

2. A flowing out, issue, discharge (of humours,ete.) 

1447 Boxennam Seyntys (Roxb.) 9 The margaryte, if of 
blood descende Gret flux, is good it to amende. 1563 
T. Gate Antidot. 1. i, 2 Compoundes..whiche doe. .staye 
the fluxe of humours. 1650 Butwer Anthropomet. Pref., 
Here Females ..do by Art that monethly Flux prevent. 
1754-64 SMELLIE AZidwif, I. 106 Several ingenious theories 
have been erected to account for the flux of the Menses. 
1877 F. Roserts Yandbk. Med. 1. 27 The same condition 
leads to a watery flux. 

+b. That which flows or is discharged. Ods. 

1382 Wyciur Zzek. xxiil. 20 As fluxis, or rennyngis, of 
horsis [ben] the fluxis of hem, 1600 Suaks. A. VY. ZL. 1. ii. 
7o Ciuet is of a baser birth than ‘Tarre, the verie yncleanly 
fluxe of a Cat. 1654 Trarp Comm. Fob v. 10 Raine is the 
flux of a moist cloud, 

I. gen. ' 

3. The action of flowing. Now rave in lit. sense. 

c 1600 Norven See, Brit., Cornw. (1728) 64 At the heade of 
this baye .. is a poole of fresh water, notwithstanding the 
often fluxe of the sea into it. 1638 Sir T. Herserr 77av. 
(ed. 2) 68 The river Ravee..after a stately flux of three 
thousand English miles..flowes into Indus. 1748 ReZat. 
Larthg. Lima 93 ¥ire to subsist requires a Flux of Air, 
1862 ‘TlyNDALL Mountaineer, iii. 24 If one portion of the 
universe be hotter than another, a flux instantly sets in to 
equalise the temperature. 

transf, and jig. 1650-3 tr. Hales’ Dissert. de Pace in 
Phenix (1708) 11. 379 Which Consequence doth also flow by 
a fatal and inevitable Flux from that Doctrine of Fate. 
az711 Ken Div. Love Wks. (1838) 230, I love, and admire 
.. the perpetual flux of thy goodness on every creature. 
1865-6 H. Puiniirs Amer, Paper Curr. 11.174 A flux of 
specie took place into the United States. 


4, The flowing in of the tide. 


Jiux and reflux, 

1612 in Law Vimes’ Rep. LXV. 567/2 Lands within the 
flux and reflux of the sea. 1771 Act 11 Geo. I/1, ©. 45 
§ 35 Any Barge..that shall not be navigated beyond the 
Flux of the ‘Tide. ¢x1800 K. Waite Lett. (1837) 265 With- 
out any means of getting ashore till the flux or flood. 
1854 ‘TomLinson Avago’s Asi/von. 157 ‘The sea. .undergoes 
a flux and reflux as often as the moon passes the meridian. . 

transf. and fig. 1722 De For Moll Hlanders (1840) 321 
A..flux and reflux of fears and hopes. 1799 Vince Lem. 
Astron. xvii. (1810) 159 The alternate flux and reflux of 
the liquid igneous matter. 1835 THirLWALL Greece I, iii. 
71 ‘The flux and reflux of the nations which fought and 
wandered in the countries adjacent. 


5. A flowing stream, a flood. 

1637 Hrywoop Dialogues, Fupiter & Io Wks. 1874 V1. 
258 heir waters keep a smooth and gentle course Not 
mov’d to fury..When loud fluxes fall to swell their bounds. 
1769 De Loe's Tour Gt. Brit. III. 40 The Syfer Spring 
is the most noted, having now four Fluxes of Water. 

Jig. 1855 Tuackreray Vewcomes Il. 264 The mouth from 
which issued that cool and limpid flux. 

b. transf. A continuous stream (of people). 

1600 Suaks, A. VY, Z. ut. i, 52 Thus miserie doth part The 
Fluxe of companie. 1665 Sir ‘I. Herbert 7rav. (1677) 
327 At the keeping of this Feast we beheld..such a flux of 
Men, Women, Boyes and Girls. 

ce. fig. A copious flow, flood (esp. of talk, ete.). 

1678 R. L’ EstrancE Seneca’s Mor. (1702) 376 No Man takes 
Satisfaction ina Flux of Words, without Choice. 1722 De 
For Plague (1754) 22 The Court brought with them a great 
Ilux. of Pride, and new Fashions. 1817 Sournry Le/é. 
(1856) III. 60 If I had my old flux of the Muse. 18s5 M. 
ArnoLtp New Sirens 195 This flux of guesses. 1875 F’. HaLi 
in Lippincott’s Mag. XV. 338/r Neglecting the flux of ver- 
biage that engulfed it. 

G. The passing away (of life, time or a portion of 
time). Also, a passing period. Obs. 

1612 J. Davies AZuses Sacrifice Wks. (Grosart) II. 47/2 
Age to Death is but the Gally-slaue, that on a moments 
fluxe, whafts life to death, 1641 SmMecrymnuus Vind. Ausw. 
vi. 78 That which Hierome speakes in the present tense, as 
true in all the moments and fluxes of time. 1727-46 ‘THom- 
son Swmmer 35 Thus to remain, Amid the flux of many 
thousand years. 1789 Jounson Rasselas iv, The moon 
a than twenty changes admonished me of the flux 
of life. 


7. A continuous succession of changes of con- 


dition, composition or substance. 

1625 Bacon &ss., Viciss. of Things (Arb.) 569 The Matter 
is in a Perpetuall Flux. 169r Locke Lowering /nterest 
Wks. 1714 11. 31 What the stated rate of Interest should be, 
in the constant change of Affairs, and flux of Money, is 
hard to determine, 1726-7 SwiFT Gulliver ui, x, ‘Vhe lan- 
guage of this country being always upon the flux. 1736 
Burter Anal. 1, i. 27 The bodies of all animals are in 
aconstant flux. 1862 MErIvALE (om, Enip, (1865) 111, xxvii. 
240 The perpetual flux of property from hand to hand. 1878 
Sutty in Encycl. Brit. Vill. 755 Heraclitus conceives of 
the incessant process of flux in which all things are involved 
as consisting of two sides or moments—generation and decay. 


Often in phrase 


FLUX. 


1885 Cropp A/yths & Dy. 1. ili. 23 The languages of savages 
are in a constant state of flux. 
8. Math, A continued motion (of a point). 

{1597 Hooker Zec?. Pol. v. \xix. § 2 Time considered in it 
selfe, is but the flux of that very instant, wherein the Motion 
of the Heauen began.] 1686 tr. Hobbes’ Elem. Philos, (1839) 
508 Rough and smooth. .are not perceived but by the flux of 
a point, that is to say, we have no sense of them without 
time. @ 1696 Scarpurcu Exclid (1705) 3 Not that hereby 
a Line is A Flux of a Point, as some define It. 1796 
Hutton Math. Dict. 1. 484s. v. Fluxion, A line considered 
as generated by the flux or motion of a point, or a surface 
generated by the flux of a line. ; 

= FLUXION 5. 

1878 CiirrorD Dynamics ii. 63 This rate of change of a 
fluent quantity is called its fluxion, or sometimes, more 
shortly, its flux. 

9. Physics. The rate of flow of any fluid across a 
given area; the amount which crosses an area in a 
given time; it is thus a vector referred to unit area. 
Line of flux, see quot. 1881. Flux of force, see 
quot. 1885. 

1863 TynpaLL Heat vii. § 268 The line of flux..was 
parallel to the fibre. 188r Maxwett Electr. & Magn. 
(1892) I. 1 The flux of heat in any direction at any point 
of a solid body may be defined as the quantity of heat 
which crosses a small area drawn perpendicular to that 
direction divided by that area and by the time. /d7d. 13 
If two of these surfaces intersect, their line of intersection 
is a line of flux. 1882 Muincuin Unifl. Kinemat. 159 The 
flux across each» end of the tube would be zero. 1885 
Watson & Bursury Math. Th. Electr. & Magn. \. 102 
Flux of Force..This product, from its analogy to the flux 
of a fluid flowing through a small tube with velocity #=/, 
is called the flux of force across d S, 

III, A state or means of fusion. 


+10. Liquefaction or fusion, In phr. 27 (¢he) flax. 

1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. vi. 199 The morbifick 
matter .. while it is in flux, is most destructive. 1799 
G. Smitu Laborat. I. 107 Let it stand a little in the flux, 

Ll. Afetall. Any substance that is mixed with a 
metal etc. to facilitate its fusion; also a substance 
used to render colours fusible in enamelling and in 
the colouring of porcelain and glass. Cf, FLuss 50,2 

For black, crude, white flux: see quots. 

1704 W. Nicuotson Dict. Chem., Crude flux is a mixture 
of nitre and tartar. 1763 W. Lewis Philos. Commerce 
Arts 68 Borax..is one of the best fluxes for gold. 1826 


Henry Elem. Chem. 11. xiv. 586 The black flux is formed, . 


by setting fire to a mixture of one part of nitrate of potassa, 
and two of bi-tartrate of potassa.. White flux is obtained by 
projecting intoa red-hot crucible equal parts of the same salts. 
1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain & Gl. 76 Fluxes which are ne- 
cessary to render these [colours] fusible. 1875 Fortnum JZa- 
jolica i. 8 Lead has been found in some of the blue coloured 
glazes of Babylonia, and..probably employed as a flux, 
b. collect. Substances used as fluxes. 

1890 Kapunda Herald 26 July 2/6 The Trade in Flux, 
The following are the quantities of flux dispatched from the 
Kapunda Railway-station. 


IV. 12. =Fuiusu sd.4 [So F. flux.] 


1798 Sporting Mag, XII. 142 The flux [in game of Am- 
bigu] is four cards in the same suit. 

V. 13. attrib. and Comd., as flux ale, ale likely 
to cause diarrhoea ; flux-powder (see quot. 1704) ; 
flux root, ‘the Asclepias tuberosa from its use in 
dysentery and catarrhs’ (Syd. Soc, Lex., 1884) 
flux-spoon (see quot. 1874); flux- or flix-weed, 
the plant S¢symbrium Sophia, formerly a supposed 
remedy for the flux or dysentery. 

1742 Lond. & Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 53 Brewers Ser- 
vants, who formerly scorned what they then called *Flux 
Ale. 1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., *Flux-powders .. are 
Powders prepared to facilitate the Fusion of the harder 
Metals. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 894/2 *Flux-spoon, 
a small ladle for dipping out a sample of molten metal to be 
tested. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. \xxix. 117 The seede of 
*Flixeweede or Sophia..stoppeth the bloudy flixe. 1878 
Britten & Hotianp Plant-n., Flixweed or Flixwort. 


+ Flux (flvks), a. Obs. [ad. L. flwxus, ppl. adj. 
f. fluére to flow.] That is inastate of flux; ever- 
changing, fluctuating, inconstant, variable. 

@ 1677 Barrow Se¥z. Wks. 1716 III. 6x Considering. .the 
flux nature of all things here. @1735 Pore & ArBuTHNOT 
Mart. Scribd. 1. xiii. (1741) 44 A Corporation..is..a flux 
body. 1768 BracxstTone Cow. III. xxi. 318 The record.. 
was more serviceable. .in a dead and immutable language 
than in any flux or living one. 1797 Sir G, Sraunton Acc. 
Ld. Macartney’s Embassy (2798) 111. 420 The form of those 
characters has not been so flux as the sound of words. 

Flux (flvks), v. [f. Fnux sd.] 

I. In medicine. 

+1. trans. To treat medically by subjecting to 
a flux; esp.to salivate. Also, of food or drink: 
To produce a flux in (a person); to purge. Ods. 

1666 W. Bocuurst Loimographia (1894) 40 Many people 
being fluxed with quicksilver for the Pox. 1684 tr. Bonet's 
Merc. Compit, xvi. 592 The Bone must be taken out .. 
the Ulcer cleansed and the Body fluxed. 1711 Swirt ¥rn/. 
to Stella 15 Feb., She’ll be fluxed in two months. 1756 
Nucent Gr. Tour IV. 21 Their small wines. .will certainly 
flux you, if you drink too plentifully of them. 1768 Foorr 
Devil 2 Sticks 11. Wks. 1799 II. 275 Full power .. to pill.. 
flux..and poultice all persons. 1785 Grose Dict. Vile. 
Tongue, Flux, to salivate. 

+b. fig.; also to clear of. Obs. 

16sx R. Warinc To W. Cartwright 38 in Cartwright’s 
Comedies *6b, To cure the Itch, or flux the Pen. 1660 
Charac. Italy 12 Praying for the Dead, which doth so flux 
the pocket. 1664 Butter Hv, 1.1. 362 Twas he that gave 
our Senate purges, And fluxt the House of many a Burgess. 
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@1688 Vittiers (Dk. Buckhm.) Poems (1775) 140 E’en 
gentle George (flux'd both in tongue and purse) Shunning 
one snare, yet fell into a worse. 

+e. jocosely. (See quots.) Ods. 

a1763 Byrom Black Bob Wg xli, But what can Saliva- 
tion do? It{a wig] has been fluxt and refluxt too, 1785 
Grose Dict. Vlg. Tongue s.v., ‘To flux a wig, to put it up 
in curl, and bake it. | 

+d. zntr. To submit to treatment by fluxing. 
Obs. 

1693 SHADWELL Volunteers tv. i, Would not flux because 
times were unsettled. 1707 J. STEVENS tr. Qaevedo's Cont. 
Wks. (1709) 326 A young Wench fluxing for the Falling- 
sickness. 1755 Lapy M. W. Montacu Lez. to C’tess Bute 
22 Sept., His natural spirits gave him..cheerfulness when 
he was fluxing in a garret. 

Jie. 1733 Revolution Politicks v. 3 'This place [Purgatory] 
of late Years Priests have found, For sinning Souls to flux 
in till they’re sound, 

2. dial. and slang (obs.), (See quots.) 

1785 Grose Dict. Vile. Tongue, Flux, to cheat, cozen, or 
overreach, 1875 Swssex Gloss., lux, to snatch at anything. 

II. In etymological sense. 

3. intr, a. Of a person: To bleed copiously. 
(obs!) b. To issue in a flux, flow copiously. 

1638 A. Reap Chirurg, xxvi. 192 The wounded party 
doth flux to death most commonly before any Chirurgeon 
can come to stay the bleeding. 1823 Lamp Lef, 2. Barton 
21 Noy., Once fix the seat of your disorder, and your fancies 
flux into it like so many bad humours. 1869 BLAckmMorE 
Lorna D,i, The invading waters..fluxing along the wall. 

TIT. In ancient Chemistry and Metallurey. 

4. trans. To make fluid, fuse, melt. 

1477. Norton Ord. Alch, v, in Ashm. (1652) 79 Liquors 
helpeth to flux and to flowe Manie things. 1666 BoyLr 
Orig. Formes & Qual. 260 Sea salt. .ifit be distill’d alone.. 
is apt to be fluxt by the heat of the fire. 1762 Gentd. Mag. 
zoz An intense equal heat. .fluxes the oar. 1883 NasmytTH 
Axtobiog. vi. 105 The walls under the intense heat, were 
fluxed and melted into a sort of glass. 

Jig. 1754 SHEBBEARE AZatrimony (1766) I. 79 The Alloy, 
which was fluxed out of him, left so little of the Original 
remaining, that [etc.]. 1860 Emerson Cond. Life i, (1861) 
29 Every solid in the universe is ready to become fluid on 
the approach of the mind, and the power to flux it is the 
measure of the mind. 

5. To treat with a flux (see FLUx sd. 11); to heat 
in combination with a flux. : 

1781 Dict. Chem. in J. T. Dillon Trav. Spain 233 note, 
If..cobalt..be fluxed like other metallic calxes, it will be 
reduced to a semi-metal. c1790 Imison Sch. Art. I]. 151 
To melt the copper as fluid as possible, and flux it with the 
black flux. 1802 Am, Reg. 780 The highest finished ware 
..is..returned to the enamel kiln, where the colours are 
fluxed six or seven times. 

absol, 1872 W. S. Symonps Rec. Rocks ix. 306 These lower 
limestone beds are used for fluxing. 

6. zntr. To become fluid; to melt. 

1669 W. Simrson Hydrol. Chym. 14 Firing [it] strongly in 
a crusible until it flux. 1789 G. Wuite Sedborne iv. (1853) 
at The sand. .fluxes and runs by the intense heat. 

Hence Flu‘xing //. a. 

1702 Dr For Reform. Manners i. 190 From the fluxing 
Bagnio just dismist. 1711 E. Warp Quix. I. 71 As Fluxing 
Patients..Suck Broaths and Cordials thro’ a Quill. 


+Fluxa‘tion. Ods. [f. FLux v. +-aTion.] 

1, Treatment by fluxing : see FLUX v. I. 

1686 S. Hottanp Zara (1719) 140 A drawl’d Prostitute, 
fitting her self for Fluxation. 

2. Flowing or passing on. 

1710 Lrsiie Vind. Short Meth. with Deists Wks. 1721 I. 
12t They [the Siamese] believe no God, but a continual 
fluxation and transmigration of Souls from eternity. 


+ Fluxed, A//. a. Obs. [f. as prec. +-ED1.] 

1. Caused to flow; flowing, weeping. 

1627-77 Fettuam, Resolves 1. \xxxix. 137 That God is 
merciful, that will admit offences to be expiated by the 
sigh, and fluxed eyes. 

2. Salivated. 

1679 Hart Orrery tr. Guzsan i, I spit Verses faster than 
a flux’d Wencher does his Rheum. 1730 Swirt Death 5 
Daphne xxxvii, No new-fluxt Rake shew’d fairer Skin. 

Fluxible (flo‘ksib’l). Ods. or arch. Also 5 
fluxyble, 7 fluxable. [a. OF. /uxzb/e, ad. late 
L. fuxibilis, f. flux- ppl. stem of flucre to flow.] 

1. Apt to flow; fluid. 

15st Recorpe Cast. Knowl. (1556) 141 The water beynge 
a lyquide and fluxible bodye, can not be stayed by his owne 
partes. 1605 TimME Quverszé, 1. i. 105 Salt, by the vehemencie 
of the heat of fire, is to be dissolued, moulten, and made 
fluxible. 1726 Lront tr. Adéerti’s Archit. I. 45/2 Stones .. 
are created by Nature. .of a liquid and fluxible substance. 
Jig. 1660 Mitton Free Commw. 437 Good Education.. 
ought to correct the fluxible fault. .of our watry situation. 

b. Of a watery consistence; hence, pliable, supple. 

1607 TorseLt Hour-f. Beasts (1658) 408 Not a fluxible or 
loose fat like the fat of Lambs, but a solid fat, like the fat 
of Hogs. 1618 M, Barer Horsemanship 1.9 The ends of 
the flint was rather to be hard and firme then soft and 
fluxable. 1684 tr. Bonet's Merc. Compit. x. 366/2 At that 
Ageall things are fluxible. . especially the Bones and Nerves. 


2. Capable of being melted ; fusible ; liquefiable. 

1471 Riptey Comp. Alch. 1. vi. in Ashm, (1652) 130 We 
make Calxes unctious both Whyte and Red.. Fluxyble as 
Wex. 1607 Torsett Hour. Beasts (1658) 289 In them doth 
abound fluxible moisture, apt to be dissolved with every 
little heat. 1780 tr. Leonardus' Mirr. Stones 17 Minerals 
are of two sorts, some fluxible or liquifiable and others not. 

quasi-sb. 1750 tr. Leonardus’ Mirr. Stones 17 Dismissing 
the first Fluxibles, such as Gold. : 

8. Liable to flux or change; fluctuating, not 


permanent, variable, 














FLUXION. 


1561 Even Ave Nanie. 11. ii. 56 This is fluxible, wauering, 
and moueable, 1610 Guittim Heraldry ut. v. (1660) 120 
Meteors..be of nature fluxible, and nothing permanent. 
1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles wv. 517 Is there not a natural leuitie 
and vanitie in every creature which renders it fluxible, 
variable, and inconstant? 

Hence Flt-xibly a/v. Fluxibi‘lity, Flu‘xible- 
ness, the quality of being fluxible. 

1471 Riprry Comp, Alch, vi. ix. in Ashm, (1682) 163 Every 
parte all fyre for to endure, Fluxybly fyxe and stabull in 
tyncture. 1574 Newton //ealth Mag. 38 It..stoppeth over 
much thinnesse and fluxibilitie of bloude. 1652 Hammonp 
Answ, Ld, Falkland vii, Wks. 1684 11. 693 The Fluxibility 
of humane Nature is so great, that it is no wonder if errours 
should have crept in. 1727 Baitey vol. II, Fluxibleness. 
1750 tr, Leonardus’ Mirr. Stones 20 Such humidity is dis- 
proportioned by the fluxibility..and therefore it resides more 
in one part than in another. 


Fluxile (flaksil), @. Obs. or arch. [ad. late L. 
Jluxil-ts, £. flux-; see prec. and -ILE.] 

J. =FLUXIBLE I. 

1605 Timmer Qwersit. u. iii, 115 The which water, albeit it 
alwayes remaineth fluxile and liquid. 1641 Frencu Dis/7d/. 
v. (1651) 161, I extracted a good quantity of nitrous salt, 
which was almost fluxile. 1702 R. Meap Po/sons 114 ‘The 
Mercurial Globules..dissolve the Preter-natural Cohzsions 
of all the Liquors .. making them more Fluxile and Thin. 

2. =FLUXIBLE 3. 

21654 SELDEN Engl. Epin. x. § 16 The fluxile nature of 
this deceitful prince [King John]. 1858 BusHneLt Serv. 
New Life 212 Opinions. .are in a fluxile shifting state. 

Hence Fluxi'lity [see -1ry], the quality or con- 
dition of being fluxile. 

1660 BoyvLe New, ELxf. Phys. Mech. xxxiii. 249 The 
Weight and Fluidity, or, at least, Fluxility of the Bodies 
here below. 1707 FLover Physic. Pulse-Watch 37 The 
Fluxility, or thin consistence of the Blood. 1721 N. Hopcres 
Hist, Acc, Plague 115 Salt adds to the Fluxility of Fluids. 


Fluxing (fluksin), 70/7. sd. [f. Fuuxv. + -1NG@1.] 


1. The action of the vb. Fivx in various senses. 

1659 Heyun Aximadv. in Fuller's App. Inj. Innoc. 
(1840) 313 An ordinary purge being sufficient for the one, 
whereas the foul body of the other doth require a fluxing. 
21734 Nortu Lives (1826) 353 A certain care the mange] 
.. was fluxing with mercury. 1777 WaTSson in Phil, Trans. 
LXVIII. 875 The roasting or fluxing of an ore. 

b. concr.=FLUX sd. 11. 

1880 Lomas Alkali Trade 127 The amount of ‘ fluxings’ 

should be kept as small as possible. 


2. attrib. as fluxing-material; fluxing-bed, in 
the manufacture of soda, one of the two parts into 
which the sole of the furnace is divided. 


1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain § Gl. 264 Other descriptions 
.. do not contain an equal abundance of fluxing materials. 

Fluxion (flu:kfon). Also, 6 fluxione, -yon. 
[a. Fr. fuxion, ad. L. fluxton-em, f. flux- ppl. stem 
of flucre to flow ; see -10N.] 

1. The action of flowing; a flowing or issuing 
forth (of water, vapour, etc.). Also, continuous or 
progressive motion; continual change. Now vare. 

1599 Haxtuyt Voy, II. 11. 333 Whirlepooles, and fluxions 
are caused..in the middest of the sea. 1603 HoLLANp 
Plutarch’s Mor. 962 The fluxion of the odour comming 
from the beast. 1606 J. Davies Se/. Sec. Husb. §c. Wks. 
(Grosart) II. 14 If the fluxion of this instant Now Effect not 
That, noght wil, that Time doth know. 1635 Swan Sec. 
M. v. § 2 (1643) 165 That [water]..which.. hath some 
certain beginning of fluxion. 1656 ‘I’. STaNLey 77st. Philos. 
v.1o In Sensibles neither magnitude nor quality is permanent, 
but in continuall fluxion and mutation. 1660 /did. 1x. 550/1 
The point by fluxion makes a Line. _ 1880 BLackmore JZ. 
Anerley 1, viii. g2 Their bodies continually going up and 
down upon perpetual fluxion. 

Jig. 1829 Gen. P. Tuomrpson Exerc. (1842) I. 31 The 
Catholics know that the fluxion of public opinion is in their 
favour, 

+b. =EFFLUVIUM 2a. Ods. 

1603 HoLitanp Plutarch’s Mor. 725 Those fluxions which 
rest upon waters, looking-glasses, or any such mirrors. 1655 
Srantey Hist. Philos. ut. (1701) 65/1 Falling Stars are not 
fluxions of the zther extinguisht in the Air almost as soon 
as lighted. 1748 Hartiry Observ. Man. 1. ili. 352 The 
Rays of Light may be considered as a kind of Fluxions in 
respect of the biggest component Particles of Matter. 

2. An excessive flow of blood, ‘humour,’ 
serum, etc. to any organ or part of the body. 
Also concr., the matter which flows. 

154x R. Copranp Galyen’s Terap. 2 Bj, Yf the flux or 
rennynge wyll nat stop with salues, seke the cause of the 
sayde fluxyon. c1sgo Lirovp Treas. Health (1585) A iij, 
Horsnesse, and continuall fluxion of snevill in old men. 
1601 Hotianp Pliny I1. 559 It is the better for to represse 
the fluxion of humors into the eies. 1612 WoopaLi Surg. 
Mate Wks. (1653) 75 Galles..cure fluxions of the gums. 
1746 Lavy M. W. Monracu Let. to W. Montagu 23 Aug., 
I had so bad a fluxion on my eyes, I was really afraid of 
losing them, 1874 Roosa Dis. Lar75 A fluxion towards the 
labyrinth with serous exudation in the nerve structure. 

Jig. 1796 Burney Metastasio 11. 351 To attempt the cure 
of the eloquent fluxion to which he is subject. 

SE EUK SOs Le. 

1363 W. Furxe Meteors (1640) 53b, The common dew 
drunke of cattell. .bringing them toa fluxion. 1599 A. M. tr. 
Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 2%7/2 It preventeth also. .super- 
fluous fluxione fof the menstrualles]. 1657 TomLINSoN 
Renou’s Disp. 165* This cures eroding fluxions, 1760-72 tr. 
Suan & Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) 11. 67 At Lima it occasioned 
constipations and fluxions. 

+4. =Fusion. Ods. 

1731 Batey, /Zuxion (among Chymists), signifies the 
running of Metals or any other Bodies, into a Fluid, by 
Fire or otherwise, 1848 in Craic, 


FLUXIONAL. 


5. Math. In the Newtonian form of the infini- 
tesimal calculus: ‘The rate or proportion at which 
a flowing or varying quantity increases its magni- 
tude’ (Hutton AZath. Dict.). 

This is Newton's own use of the word; but the 18th c. 
writers on the Newtonian calculus used /77¢xfon for what 
Newton called the ‘moment’ of a fluent, and modern 
analysts call the ‘ differential’, 

Corresponding fluxions, rates at which two interdependent 
quantities may change simultaneously. Second /luxton, 
the rate of change of the fluxion of a variable quantity; the 
second differential coefficient with respect to the time. 

1704 [see DIFFERENTIAL B 1], 1706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. 
Matheseos 174 Let # be a Ratiuncula, or Fluxion of the 
Ratio of r to 1+4. 1806 Hutton Course Math. I1. 287 
Rules .. for finding the fluxions of all sorts of quantities. 
1828 /did. 11. 323 The fluxion found from a given fluent is 
always perfect and complete. 

b. Hence (¢he Method or + Doctrine of ) Fluxions 
is used as a name for the Newtonian calculus. 

The direct and inverse method of fluxions are (apart from 
differences of notation) essentially identical with the differ- 
ential and the integral calculus respectively. 

17oz [see DirrerenTiIAL A3.]. 1741 Watts Jiprow. 
Mind 1. xx. 327 A Penetration into the abstruse Difficulties 
and Depths of modern Algebra and Fluxions, _ 1812 Cress- 
WELL Max. § Min, . ii. 197 Its [quantity’s] increase and 
decrease by motion, which is the foundation of the doctrine 
of Fluxions. 1830 Herscuen Stud. Nat. Phil. 11. iii. (1851) 
271 The method of fluxions, or, as it is now more generally 
called, the differential calculus. 1874 Green Short /7st. ix. 
§ 1. 599 Newton .. facilitated the calculation of planetary 
movements by his theory of Fluxions. 

“| c. /oosely. An infinitesimal quantity, 

1846 De Quincey Christianity Wks. XII. 234 The hour- 
hand of a watch—who can detect the separate fluxions of its 
advance? 

6. Comb. : flaxion-structure (see quot. 1890). 

1882 Geikie T7ext-bk. Geol. 1. 1. iv. 104 This is well 
shown by what is termed the fluxion-structure. 1890 — 
Class-bk. Geol. (ed. 2)146 Flow-structure, Fluxion-structure, 
an arrangement of the crystallites, crystals, or particles of 
a rock in streaky lines. .indicative of the internal movement 
of the mass previous to its consolidation. 

Fluxional (flvkfanal), a. [f. prec. +-au.] 

1. Math. Of the nature of or pertaining to a 


fluxion or the method of fluxions, 

1748 Hartiey Observ. Mant. iii. 357 The Justness of an 
arithmetical. .or fluxional Operation, 1823 MitcHett Dic/. 
Math. & Phys. Sc. Hluxional Analysis is the analysis of 
fluxions and flowing quantities, distinguishable from the 
differential calculus both by its metaphysics and notation, 
1828 Hutton Course Math. 11. 32t Multiply every term by 
the fluxional letter, 

2. Pertaining to, resulting from, or subject to 
‘ fluxion’ or flowing. 

1827 CoLeripce We. (1836) I. 215 How are we to explain 
the reaction of this fluxional body on the animal? 1842-3 
Grove Corr. Phys. Morces (1874) 134 The instability, or 
fluxional state, of all nature. 1862 F. HALL Hindu Philos. 
Syst. 36 Other effects besides the fluxional creation of the 
world are referred to. 

Fluxionary (flokfonari), a. 

= FLUXIONAL I. 

1734 BerkeLey Avzalyst § 10 The great Author of the 
Fluxionary Method. 1763 W. Emerson AZeth. Iucrem. vii, 
Some fluxionary quantities have no fluents, but what are 
expressed by series. 1831 Brewster Vew/on (1855) I. ii. 35 
We find him occupied with his fluxionary calculus. 

2. Of the nature of, or subject to ‘ fluxion’ or 
continuous change, fluctuating. 

1748 Lond, Mag. June 255/2 The general ferment .. in 
matter, whereby all bodies are .. disposed to undergo those 
fluxionary changes necessary to their generation, growth 
and corruption, 1826 Dr Quincey in Blackw. Mag. XX. 
738 Appearances .. which, by their very essence, are 
fluxionary, become unnatural when fixed and petrified. 1841 
Blackw. Mag. XLIX. 416 All other wealth was fluxionary. 

Fluxionist (flokfonist). [see -1sr.] One who 
uses or is skilled in mathematical fluxions. 

1734 BERKELEY Analyst Qu. 43 Whether an Algebraist, 
Fluxionist..or Demonstrator of any kind can expect indul- 
gence for obscure Principles? 1816 tr. La Croix’s Diff. & 
Int. Calc, 620 The best argument of its utter insufficiency 
..is derived from the practices of the fluxionists themselves. 

+ Flu‘xive, a. Ods. [as if ad. L. fluxrvus, f. 
Jiux- ppl. stem of fuére to flow: see -1vE.] That 
has the quality of flowing, apt to flow, fluid; /7¢. 
and fg. Also, fluctuating, variable. 

1597 SHAKS, Lover's Compl. 50 Vhese often bath’d she in 
her fluxive eyes. 1605 Drayron Man in Moone 311 In 
fluxive humour, which is ever found, As I doe wane, or wax 
up tomy round, 1668 Cucrerrer & Coe Barthol. Anat. 11. 
viii. 148 Thin and fluxive like water. a1670 Hacker Cent, 
Serm. (1675) 532, I look not upon that which is fluxive and 
changeable. 1716 M. Davies Athen. Brit. IL. 352 The 
Fluxive Disposition, or the great Pox. 


+ Fluxure (floksiits). Obs. [ad L. flxiira, f. 
flux- ppl. stem of fucre to flow.] a. The quality 
of being fluid; fluidity. b. comer. That which 
flows; a quantity of fluid matter; sap. 

a. 1599 B. Jonson Lv. Max out of Hum. Induct., Why, 
Humor .. in it selfe holds these two properties, Moisture 
and Fluxure, 

b. 1596 Drayton Leg. 1v. 930 As in the Corne, the Fluxure 
when we see Fills but the Straw, when it should feede the 
Eare. 1603 — Bar, Wars 11. xvi, The swolne fluxure of 
the Clouds. 1622 — Poly-olb. xxvii. 375 Those Tree-geese 
. which like a Ielly first To the beholder seeme, then by the 
fluxure nurst, Still great and greater thriue. 

Fluy, obs. var. of Fiury a. 


Fluyd, Flwe, obs. forms of Fioop, Fiver. 


[see -ary.] 
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Flugen, -on, obs. pa. t. pl. of Fry, 

Flwreis, obs. Sc. form of FLOURISH. 

Fly (foi), 5.1 Pl. flies (floiz). Forms: fléoze 
(in comb, fiéoz-, fléoh-), flyze, Morthumd, fléze, 
2-4 flize, south. vlize, 3 fleoje, flye, south, viie, 
3-4 fleze, south. vle3ze, fleih, south, vleih, 3-7, 8 
Sc. flie, 4-9 north. and Sc. flee, 4-5 flegh, (4 
flee3e, fich, flei(ghe, fley(e, flij), 5-7 flye, 7—- fly. 
[OE. fiéoge, flize, wk. fem. (Northumb. //ége ? str. 
masc.) = MDu. viieghe (mod.Du. vite), OHG. 
flioga, fliuga (MHG,. viiege, mod.Ger. liege) :— 
OTeut. */eugin-, f. root of *flewgan to fly. From 
the weak grade of the same root comes the equiva- 
lent Scandinavian word, ON., Sw. /luga, Da. 


tue. 

The plural form in -s appears in 13th c., but the original 
plural ending -z was not wholly obsolete in the rsth c.] 

+1. Any winged insect; as the bee, gnat, locust, 
moth, etc. Ods.; cf. 2, 3,4 below, and BUTTERFLY. 

cgso Lindisf. Gosf. Matt. xxiii. 24 Latuas blindo gie 
wordias Sone fleze. 1340 Ayend. 136 He is ase pe smale 
uleze pet makeb bet hony. 1563 Hyiti Art. Garden. (1593) 
36 Flies (with the long hinder legges). 1599 ‘T. Mourrer 
(¢7¢Ze) Silkewormes and their flies. 1608 TorseL, Serpents 
(1658) 653 The black Flies called Beetles. 1649 Jer. 
Taytor Gt. Exemp. 1. viii. 113 Eating Flyes and wilde 
honey. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 207 Here are 
divers sorts of Flies, as Butter-flies, Butchers-flies, Horse- 
flies. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1796) VIII. 149 The cold 
weather frequently comes on before the worm is transformed 
into a fly. ; 

b. A dipterous or two-winged insect, esp. of the 
family AZuscide. 

cr000 AELrRic Exod. viii. 29 For Se ic zebidde and 8eos 
fleoze feerp fram de. c1200 Vices § Virtues (1888) 89 Al dai 
dar cumed to pohtes, al swo dod flizen to sare, c1220 
Bestiary 473 Vil Sat Ser flezes faren and fallen Ser-inne. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 5990 (Cott.) To-morn pe fleies sal be you 
fra. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xxili. (1495) 130 Bees 
and flyes haue no voys, but make a voys in fleenge. 1477 
Ear Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 72 The flye that setteth her 
vpon corrupt thinges, 1513 Douctas 4ne7s xu. Prol. 172 
To knit hyr nettis..Tharwith to caucht the myghe and 
littill fle. 1615 G. Sanpys 77av. 203 The infinite swarmes 
of flies that do shine like glow-wormes, 1841-4 EMERSON /ss., 
Prudence Wks. (Bohn) I. 94 Do what we can, summer will 
have its flies. 

C. fig. 

a31225 Ancr. R. 290 [Pes] dogge of helle..mid his blodie 
vlien of stinkinde pouhtes. ¢ 1325 Coer de L. 2917 In whyt 
schetys they gunne hem wryen For the bytyng of his flyen. 
1607 Dekker //ist. Str T. Wyatt 1. Wks. 1873 III. 84 ‘The 
Fly is angrie, but hee wants a sting. 

d. A type of something insignificant. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 428 Wat was py strengbe worp?.. 
ywys no3t worp a flye. ¢1386 CHaucer Reeve’s 7. 272 
Aleyn answerde I count hym nat a flye. 1529 Morr Com/f. 
agst. Trib, 1. iis Wks, 1123/1 Without which.. all the 
spiritual coumfort that any man maye speake of can neuer 
auaile a flye. 1794 Burns ‘O Philly, happy be that day’ 
x, I care nae wealth a single flie. @ 1830 Hazuitr Convers. 
Authors, He would not hurt a fly. 

e. Phr.: “ly ix amber: see AMBER 5. Fly on 
the (coach-) wheel (see quot. 1870). Zosend away 
with afly in one’s ear: cf. FLEA 4. To break, crush, 
a fly upon the wheel (fig.): to spend a great deal 
of energy and labour upon something not worth 
it. Let that fly stick in (or to) the wall (.Sc.): say 
nothing more on that subject. ov’t let flies stick 
to your heels: be quick. 

1606 Rel. Proc. agst. late Traitors Zz 4b, The princes .. 
sent away your second Mercury with a flie in his eare. 1695 
Woopwarp Nat. Hist. Earth i. (1723) 82 Flyes. .that Ihave 
yet seen inclos’d in Amber, 1814 Scorr Wav, |xxi, ‘O whist, 
Colonel, for the love o’ God! let that flee stick i’ the wa’.’ 
1836 Going to Service iv. 44 Don't let flies stick to your heels, 
and don’t let ten minutes get the start of you. 1840 Lyrron 
Money v. iii, I have the greatest respect..for the worthy 
and intelligent flies upon both sides the wheel. @1859 Dr 
Quincey Jucognito Wks. XI, 2 'To apply any more elaborate 
criticism to them, would be ‘to break a fly upon the wheel’. 
1870 Brewer Dict. Phrase & Fable, Fly on the coach wheel, 
one who fancies himself of mighty importance, but who is 
in reality of none at all, 

f. Proverbs. 

a1420 Hoccteve De Reg. Princ. 110 A flye folowethe the 
hony. @1529 SkeLton Keflyc. 752 The blynde eteth many 
aflye. 1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1867) 75 Hungry flies byte 
sore, 

2. With defining word as blow-, flesh-, horse-, 
house-, sheep-fly, etc.; see those words. Black 
fly, U.S. (see quot.). Hessian fly (Cectdomyia 
Destructor), an insect that infests wheat, said to 
have been introduced into America with the Hessian 
troops, during the War of Independence. Spanish 
fly =CANTHARIDES. Tsetse-fly (Glossina mor- 


sttans), a South-African fly which attacks cattle. 

«1605 Montcomerte Flyting w. Polwart 314 The feavers, 
the fearcie, with the spein3ie flees. 166x Lovett Ast, 
Anim. § Min, Pref., The pilularie beetle and spanish flies. 
1799 G. Wasuincton Le¢, Writ. 1893 XIV. 196 Letter 
relative to the loss of his crop, by the Hessian fly, 1812 
J. Smytu Pract, Customs (1821) 59 Cantharides, commonly 
called Spanish Flies. 1877 'T. Baines Gold Regions S. E. 
Africa 109 A considerable portion of this step is infested 
with the “TPeetse fly. 1889 Century Dict. s.v. Fly, Black 
Fly, any one of the species of the genus Svsz2dinm, some of 
which are extraordinarily abundant in the northern woods 
of America, and cause great suffering by their bites. 











FLY. 


3. In farmers’ and gardeners’ language, often used 
without defining prefix for the insect parasite chiefly 
injurious to the particular crop or animal indicated 
by the context; the hop-fly, potato-fly, turnip-fly, 
sheep-fly, etc. Chiefly collect. in sing. as the name 
of the disease consisting in or caused by the ravages 


of these insects. 

1704 Locke Wks. (1714) III. 436 Before they come 
to think of the Fly in their Sheep, or the Tares in their 
Corn. 1707 Mortimer //usb. 122 ‘To prevent the Fly 
{in turnips] some propose to sow Ashes with the Seed. 
1799 7'rans. Soc. Encourag. Arts XVII. 47 An easy and 
efficacious method of destroying the Fly on Hops. 1819 
Rees Cycl., /y..a disease incident to sheep, in consequence 
of their being stricken by a fly, which produces a sort of 
maggot, that eats into, and remains in the flesh. 1842 
Jounson Farmer's Encycl., Fly in Turnips (Altica 
nemorum) the vulgar name of a species of flea-beetle, which 
attacks the turnip-crop in the cotyledon or seed leaf, as 
soon as it appears. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. 
(ed. 4) II. 281 The marks left on the skin by the blows of 
the fly. 1888 7ves 26 June 12/1 In some (hop) gardens a 
good deal of fly exists. 

A. Angling. a. An insect attached to a hook as 


a lure in the mode of angling called fly-fishing. 
b. An artificial fly, i.e. a fish-hook dressed with 


feathers, silk, etc., so as to imitate some insect. 

Often collect. in the phrase to fish with fly. 

1889 Pappe w. Hatchet 3, 1 doo but yet angle with a silken 
flye, to see whether Martins will nibble. 1653 WaALTon 
Angler iv. 93 Or with a Flie, either a natural or an artificial 
Flie. /é/d. iv. 111 Your gold, or what materials soever you 
make your Fly of. @1740 Ticket Ep. to Lady bef. 
Marriage 39 Here let me..lure the trout with well- 
dissembled flies. 1881 C. Gispon //eart’s Problem x. 154 
He..tossed it [fish] into his basket, and cast his fly again. 

jig. 1624 Firtcurr Rule a Wife 1. i, Sit close Don 
Perez, or your Worship’s caught. - I fear a Flye. 

+5. a. A familiar demon (from the notion that 
devils were accustomed to assume the form of flies). 
b. zvansf., and with allusion to the insect’s finding 
its way into the most private places: A spy (cf. F. 
mouche). @. A parasite, flatterer (cf. L. mzsca). 

1584 R. Scor Discov. Witcher. wt. xv. 51 A flie, otherwise 
called a divell or familiar. 1610 B. Jonson A/ch. 1. ii, 
A riflng flye: none o’ your great familiars, 1622 Bacon 
Hen, VII 241 There was this .. Good in his employing of 
these Flies and Familiars; that .. the .. Suspition of them 
kept .. many Conspiracies from beeing attempted. «a 1643 
W. Cartwricut Ordinary u. iv, He hath a Fly only to win 
good cloaths. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Consc. 179 These 
mercenary Flies, whether of State, or of Religion, are 
justly hatefull. 

6. Printing. a. A ‘printer’s devil’ (cf. 5a). b. 
The person who takes the sheets from the press, 
the ‘taker-off’; also, that part ofa printing machine 
which usually performs that office now. (Cf. FLYER.) 

&. 1683 Moxon Printing 373 Devil ..the Workmen do 
Jocosely call them Devils; and sometimes Spirits, and 
sometimes Flies, 1841 SAvace Dict. Printing, s. v., These 
boys are not now called devils, as in the time of Moxon, but 
Flies, or Fly Boys. 

b. 1732 in Hone Every-day Bk. (1825-7) I1. 1240 The 
inferior order among us, called flies, employed in taking 
newspapers off the press. 1838 TimperLEyY Printers Man. 
113 Wy, the person that takes off the sheet from the press 
in cases of expedition, 1871 Amer. Encycl. Printing, Fly, 
an invention for taking off or delivering the sheets from 
a power-press, 


+7. a. A ‘patch’ for the face. [tr. F. souche.] 
1658 Wuite tr. A date Discourse 102 The patches and flies 

which she put upon her face. 
Cf. fly-cap (in 


+b. Some kind of head-dress. 
11 below). Obs. 

1773 History of Lord Ainsworth 1. 139 Her beautiful 
tresses were..fasten’d behind with a diamond comb 4 over 
which was plac’d a small French fly, ornamented with large 
sprigs set with brilliants. 1774 Westw. Mag. (1. 259 Ladies 


.. still wear their hair low before .. Small flys, the wings 
very wide apart at the top, and very small and short lappets. 

+8. With reference to a festival formerly observed. 
by the Oxford cooks. Ods. 

On Whit-Tuesday the cooks ‘marched in silken doublets 
on horseback to Bartholomews or Bullingdon Green ¢o fetch 
the fly’, and ‘on Michaelmas Day they rode thither again 
to carry the fly away’, See Aubrey Rem. Gentilisme 
(1881) 202 (written in 1686); Aubrey supposed the sense to 
be that of 5 a above. 

¢ 1602 in Narcissus (ed. M. L, Lee 1893) App. ii. 32 They 
[the cooks] have sett a little porch before so great an 
house, and have called their show the flye. 1654 Gay- 
ton Pleas. Notes 1. v. 99 The man that preaches the 
Cooks Sermon at Oxford, when that plump Society rides 
upon their Governours Horses to fetch in the Enemie, the 
Flie. 1661-6 Woop Antig. Oxford (O. H. S.) Il. 515 
note, Many people resorted here [St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital] ; as the cooks bringing in of the fly. 

9. slang. A policeman. Cf. BLUE-BOTTLE 2. 

1857 R. L. SNowpEN Aagist”. Assist. (ed. 3) 446 A police- 
man, a fly. § 

10. attrib. and Comd. 

a. simple attributive, as /fly-blight, -kind, 
-mageot, -screen, state, -wing'; (sense 2) (tsetse-) 
SJty-belt, -country ; (sense 4) as /ly-tackle ; (sense 6 b) 
as fly-pulley. 

1894 Westm. Gaz. 17 Nov. 5/1 The Beira line had now 
completely spanned the **fly’ belt. 1887 Darly News 28 
be 2/s The plantations in these districts being most affected 

y the “fly blight’. 1891 PalZ Mali G. 8 Dec. 1/3 When the 
railway ..has crossed the “fly country. 1691 Ray Creation 6 
The *Fly-kind, if under that name we comprehend all 


FLY. 


other flying insects. 1692 Jéid. 1. 123 The *fly maggots, 
1875 Sournwarp Dict. Tyfogr. s. v. Setting the Fly, Let it 
run down the fly so that it is barely held by the *fly pulleys. 
179t W. Bartram Carolina 83 When they appear in the 
*fly state. 1834 Mepwin Angler ix Wales 11. 113, 1 was 
half sorry that I had no “fly-tackle, and soon tired. c¢1460 
Towneley Myst. 192 He settes not a *fle wyng bi Sir Cesar 
fulle even. : 

b. objective, (sense 1b) as fly-breeder, -fancier, 
-hunter, -killer, -scarer, }-way-driver, -whitpper ; 
Jiy-catching vbl. sb. and ppl. adj., Zy-hunting vb. 
sb.; (sense 4) as fly-caster, -maker, -taker; fly- 
-dressing, -making vbl. sbs.; fly-taking ppl. adj. 

1751 SMOLLETY? Per. Pic. (1779) 1V.xciv. 144 ‘I never dispute 
:-With the son of a cucumber,’ said the *ily-breeder. 1702 
C. Matuer Magn. Chr. ww. (1853) II. ros A certain soaring 
and serious greatness of soul, which rendered *fly-catching 
too low a business for him. 1890 WessteR, PZy-catching 
(Zo6l.), having the habit of catching insects on the wing. 
1886 J. H. Keene Fish. Tackle 202 There is no royal road 
to *fly-dressing however. 175 Smotiterr Per. Pic. (1779) 
IV. xciv. 145 The *fly-fancier..accused the mathematician. 
1895 C. C. Ansotr Airvds about us iv. 113 They are fly- 
catchers, not *fly-hunters. 1838 Dickens Mem. Grimaldi 
ii, He had been *fly-hunting with his friend. 1638 RowLanp 
Moufet’s Theat. Ins. 951 He was afterwards called by the 
name of Muscarius or *Fly-killer. 1787 Brest Angling 
(ed. 2) 77 Every man his own *fly-maker. 1653 WALTON 
Angler iv, 113 The Art of *flie-making. 1801-3 Danien 
Rural Sports It, 296 Hackles are a very important article 
in Fly-making. 1638 Str T. Herserr 7'rav. (ed. 2) 68 On 
the left hand, Rajea Bousing *fly-skarer. 1889 Century 
Dict., *Fly-taker, in angling, any fish that will take the fly. 
1840 Tickett in Frvl, Asiat. Soc. Bengal 1X. 705 The 
little “fly-taking Cyprinus, miscalled ‘trout’ in Upper India. 
1658 Rowand Moufet’s Theat. Ins. 95x Jupiter, called 
arropweos, or the *Fly-way-driver. 1872 Baker Vile Tribut. 
viii. 134 The long tails of the giraffes are admirable *fly- 
whippers. 

e. instrumental, .as /y-angling, -b2ling vbl. sbs., 
Jiy-bit, -stuck, -swarmed adjs. 

1653 WALTON Axegler iv. 110 These and the May-fly are 
the ground of all *fly-Angling. 182x Crare V7lZ. Miustr. 
1. 203 Their *fly-bit hides. 1659 D. Pett Jipr. Sea 417 
It is comparatively but a..meer “fly-biting to what they 
undergo. 1877'T. Baines Gold Regions S. LE. Africa 151 
A *fly-stuck ox. 1879 E. Arnotp Lt. Asia 69 The *fly- 
swarmed sweetmeat shops. 


11. Special comb.: fly-bat, a species of fly found 


in Barbadoes; fly-bird, a humming-bird (cf. F. . 


otseau-mouche); fly-blister, a plaster made of 
Cantharides; fly-book, a case in the form of a 
book, in which anglers keep artificial flies; fly- 
brush, a brush for driving away flies; fly-cage, 
a contrivance for catching flies; + fly-cap, a kind 
of head-dress (see quot. 1762); fly-case, the 
covering of an insect; sfec. the anterior wing of 
beetles, elytron; fly-duster = /ly-brush; * fly- 
fringe (see quot.) ; fly-hook, a hook baited with 
a fly; fly-line, a line for fly-fishing; fly-nut (see 
quot.); fly-paper, a sheet of paper prepared to 
catch or poison flies; fly-powder, a powder used 
to kill flies ; fly-rod, a rod for fly-fishing; fly- 
slicer, s/ang (see quot.); fly-snapper, U7.S., a 
name of certain fly-catching birds, (@) the genus 
Myiagra; (b) Phainopepla nitens; fly-speck, 
-spot, a stain produced by the excrement of an 
insect; fly-specked, -speckled a@., marked with 
fly-specks; fly-tier, -tyer, a maker of artificial 
flies; so fly-tying vbl. sb.; fly-time, the time 
when flies are to be met with or are troublesome; 
fly-tip, -top, a top-joint used for fly-fishing; fly- 
water, (@) an infusion or decoction of flies ; (2) (see 
quot. 1855); fly-weevil, U.S., the common grain- 
moth (Gelechiacerealella) (Cent, Dict.) ; fly-whisk, 
an instrument for driving away flies. Also FLY-BAN», 
-BITTEN, -BLOW, -BLOWN, -CATCHER, -FISH, etc. 

1780 G, Hucues Barbadoes 211 The *Fly-bats come from 
their lurking holes. 1782-3 W. F. Martyn Geog. Mag. II. 
468 The *fly-bird is esteemed one of the most beautiful. 
1842 Hoop Lim Tree tu. xxiii, The Fly-bird flutters up 
and down, To catch its tiny prey. 1848 Kincstry Yeast xi, 
I put it in the squire’s *fly-book. 1888 J. L. ALLEN in 
Century Mag. Apr. 946 The abandoned “*fly-brush lay full 
across his face. 1838 Dickens O. 7wist xxxvii, A paper 
*fly-cage dangled from the ceiling. 1753 Gentl. Mag. 
XXIII. 123/2 The ladies..should not sacrifice the vigor 
of health..to a *fly cap. 1762 Lond. Chronicle 16-18 
Feb. 167/3 The Fly Cap..is fixed upon the forehead, 
forming the figure of an over-grown butterfly .. with out- 
stretched wings 1826 Miss Mirrorp V’id/age Ser. 11. (1863) 
353 With powdered hair and fly-caps and lappets. 1860 
Mere. Marine Mag. Vil. 270 ‘The kahili is made of black 
feathers, fastened on a pole, much resembling a *fly-duster. 
1860 FairHoLt Costume, *lly-/ringe, a peculiar edging for 
ladies’ sleeves and dresses ; much worn in the early part of 
the reign of George III. 1706 R. Hlowtett] Angler's Sure 
Guide 88 A middle-siz’d *Flie-Hook. did, 97 ‘The *Flie- 
Line should be made very taper. 1854 BapHam Hadieut. 
ii. 19 Neither fly-rods, fly-lines, reels .. nor landing-net. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 896 *Wly-nut, a nut with 
wings, to be twisted by the hand. 1851 Maynew Lond. 
Labour 1. 435 *Fly-papers came. .into street-traffic..in the 
summer of 1848. 1839 Ure Dict. Arts, * lly powder, the black 
coloured powder obtained by the spontaneous oxidizement 
of metallic arsenic in the air, 1684 R. H. School Recreat. 
149 The Line..for the *Fly-Rod .. must be stronger than 
the first. 1843 ATKinson in Zoologist I. 294, I tapped it 
with the end of my fly-rod. 1785 Grose Dict, Vile. Tongue, 
*Fly slicers, life guard men, from their sitting on horse- 
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back, under an arch, where they are frequently observed to 
drive away flies with their swords. 1895 C. C, Ansotr 
birds about us ii. 75 Well .. did the *flysnapper only make 
believe to launch out after insects? 18535 OciLvir, */Zy- 
Speck. 1883 Harper's Mag. Mar. 528/r A *fly-specked old 
engraving. 188r Miss Larran in Macm. Mag. XLIV, 388 
Pictures, yellowed by turf smoke and well *fly-speckled. 
1851 D. Jerrotp St. Giles v. 47 There are a thousand cracks 
and flaws and *fly-spots upon everything about us. 188 
Echo 1x Apr. 3/6 ‘The. .cleverest *fly-tier in England. 1706 
R. Hlow.err] Angler's Surxe Guide 86 Vhis is their [Fishes’} 
constant Course all *Flie-time. 1757 Dyer Fleece 1. 366 
Iii teizing fly-time. 1706 R. H[owLerr] Angler's Sure 
Guide 79 The Stock [of the Rod] bored no wider than 
to carry a Ground-top therein, or a *Flie-top. 1887 H. 
CuHoLMONDELEY-PENNELL Mod. Impr. Fish. Tackle 23 Vhis 
branch of “fly-tying. 1815 Kirpy & Sp. Extomol. 1.306, 
I should have recommended .. *fly-water for disorders in 
the eyes. 1855 Ocitviz Suppl., /y-water, a solution of 
arsenic, or decoction of quassia-bark, for killing flies. 1789 
L. Carter in Tyvans, Amer. Soc. 1. 274 (title), Observations 
concerning the *Fly-weevil that destroys the Wheat, 1841 
Lane Arad, Nts. 1. 132 A kind of *fly-whisk made of palm- 
leaves. 

b. In various plant-names, as fly-agaric, Avga- 
ricus muscarius = FLY-BANE Ic; fly-dod, ragwort 
(Senecto Jacobea) ; fly-flower (see quot. 1878) ; 
fly-honeysuckle, (@) a variety of honeysuckle 
(Lonicera Xylosteum); (6) a species of Halleria; 
fly-orchid, -orchis, a name for Ophrys muscifera ; 
fly-poison, fly-wort (see quots.). 

1866 Treas, Bot.,*lly-agaric. 1826 WiLpraHam Chesh. 
Gloss., *F'ly-dod. .is usually covered with a dusky yellow fly. 
1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 1351 Orchis Myodes minor, 
the lesser *F lye flower. 1878 Britten & Hotanp Plant-x., 
Fly Flowers, (x) All species of Orchis except O. mascula 
—Glou. .. (2)Pranella vulgaris—Glou. 1819 Rees Cycl,, 
*Fly-honeysuckle, 186r Mrs. Lankester W7ld Flowers 
71 Lonicera Xylosteum, the Fly or Upright Honey-suckle. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens u. \vi. 222 We may call it in 
English properly *flie Orchis, bycause al the kindes of 
Serapias Orchis, haue in all their floures the .. likenesse 
of one kinde of flie or other. 184: Maunper Sez, & 
Lit, Treas., Fly-orchis, in botany, the Orchis muscifera. 
1866 Treas. Bot.,*F ly-poison, Amianthium muscetoxicum. 
1753 CuamBers Cyc/. Suppl. App., */Zy-wort, in botany, a 
name by which some call the Zychnzs of authors, 1866 
Treas. Bot., Fly-wort, a name applied to those species of 
Catasetum formerly called Myanthus. 

Fly (floi), 52.4 Pl. flies; in sense 3 b usually 
flys. [f. Fuy v.1; many of the senses have no 
mutual connexion, being separate formations on 
the vb. OE, had fyge str. masc., action of flying 
=OHG, flug (MHG. vie, mod.Ger. flug), ON. 

Jilugr (mod.Icel, flag neut.):—OTeut. */ugi-z, f. 
weak grade of */ewgan to Fuy; but it is doubtful 
whether this survived the OE. period.] 

I. The action of flying. 

1. + The action or manner of flying, flight (0ds.). 
In recent use, an act of flying, 

a 1000 Crist 645 (Gr.) Se fala fuzel flyges cunnode. a@xo00 


Folio 1. 300 On Bramaball more shee caused my flye. 1786 
NeEtson in Nicolas Dis, (1845) I. 178 Indignity offered 
under the fly of his Flag. 1828 Disrar.i [nfernal Marriage 
mi. iii. Novels (1881) 345 "I'was an easy fly; the chariot [a 
car borne by owls] soon descended upon the crest of a 
hill. 1887 Sforting Life 22 June 2/6 A two miles pigeon 
fly. 


iv 

b. A flying visit, rare. 

1833 Mrs. Cartyte Let. 28 July, We have had..no other 
visitors except..my mother. .for a fly, 

ec. slang. A trick, dodge. 

1861 [F. W. Rosinson] Vo Church 1. ix. 192 Who's put 
you up to that fly? : 

2. On the fly; orig. on the wing, flying ; hence, 
in motion, moving up and down. 

a. gen. Also slang = ‘on the spree’. 

1851 Mayurw Lond. Labour Il. 5x ‘Taking them on the 
fly ; which means meeting the gentry on their walks, and 
beseeching or at times menacing them till something is 
given. 1855 [Burn] Aztodiog. Beggar Boy 6 My father 
had been on the fly in that town for nine or ten days. 
1868 Temple Bar Mag. XXIV. 538, I prigged an old 
woman's poke on the fly. 1892 Nation (N. Y.) 4 Aug. 91/3 
To borrow the language of the sportsman, he may be said to 
have caught the Melanesian people ‘on the fly’. 

b. Baseball and (U.S. only) Cricket: ‘The course 
of a ball that has been struck, until it touches 


the ground. Soul fly (see quot. 1874). 

1872 O. W. Hotmes Poet Breakf-t. v. (1885) 119 Catching 
a ball on the fly. 1874 Cuapwick Base Ball Man. 41 
Ketchum..was caught on the fly. /dzd. 58 Any high foul 
ball, held on the fly, is called a foul fly. 1882 PA7zlad. Press 
12 Aug. 8 That usually reliable fielder muffed the fly. 

II. Something that flies, in various senses. 
3. A quick-trayelling carriage. 
+a. ‘A stage-coach, distinguished by this name, 
in order to impress a belief of its extraordinary 
quickness in travelling’ (J.). Obs. exc. Hist. 

1708 in Mem. ¥. Hall 2x Fly, a Waggon, i.e. Country 
Cart. 1759 Gray Lett. Wks. 1884 ILI. 21 The parcel will 
come by one of the flies. 1774 Burke Cor. (1844) I. 449 
A letter. .sent on Tuesday night by the Grantham fly, 1816 
Scorr Az/ig. i, The Queensferry Diligence or Hawes Fly. 
1888 Burcon Lives 12 Gd. Men 1.1v. 386 He had travelled 
up from Northamptonshire ina fly. — 3 

b. The name of a light vehicle, introduced at 


Brighton in 1816, and originally drawn or pushed 
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by men; but a horse being soon employed, the 
name was gradually extended to any one-horse 
covered carriage, as a cab or hansom, let out on 
hire. Perh. short for Fiy-By-NIGHT, q.v. 

Local usage of the word varies; in some places /7y is 
confined to a ‘four-wheeler’; but it is generally applied to 
a vehicle hired from a livery-stable, and not plying for hire. 

1818 C. Wricut Brighton Ambulator 170 A nouvelle 
kind of four-wheel vehicles, drawn by a man and an 
assistant, are very accommodating to visitors... They are 
denominated Flys. 1828 Scorr Frm, (1890) Il. 185 We 
then took a fly, as they call the light carriages, and drove 
as far as the Devil’s Ditch. 1830 T. Hook Maxwell 
II. ii. 53 One of the Brighton boatmen.. bid him [a 
boy] go and get a fly..he heard an additional direc- 
tion .. not to bring a horse-fly. 1839 Mrs. CartyLe Le?¢. 
I. 1x4 A fly (a little chaise with one horse), furnished us 
from a livery-stable hard by. 1844 Disrari Coningsby iv. 
ii, Get a fly at the station, 188x Lapy Herpert “dith 118 
Soon after breakfast a fly at the door, to catch the 10.50 
train. 

4. Something attached by the edge. Cf, Fuap sd.4 

a. A strip or Jap on a garment, to contain or 
cover the button-holes; hence something used to 


cover or connect (see quot. 1884). 

1844 Regul. & Ord. Army 154 [Trousers} Open in front, 
with a Flyand Five Buttons. 1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 
351/t Fly, the fore flap of a bootee. A strip of leather which 
overwraps the front vamp and receives the strings or other 
fastening, 

b. Ina tent: ‘ The sloping or roof part of the 
canvas’ (Yule); also, the flap at the entrance, 


forming a door. 

1810 Wittiamson F. India Vade M. Il. 452 The main 
part of the operation of pitching the tent, consisting of 
raising the flies. 1840 E, E. Narier Scenes § Sports Foreign 
Lands II. iii. 55 The fly and white walls of ourtent. (WVoze. 
‘The roof or top part of the tent). 1882 Century Mag. XXV. 
195 Two or three Indians. .peered through the fly, and then 
came in. 

e. Of a flag: (a) The breadth from the staff to 
the end ; (4) the part farthest from the staff. 

1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's Man. 105 Fly, that part of a 
flag which extends from the Union to the extreme end. 
1864 Boutet. Heraldry Hist. § Pop. xviii. 286 The Pennon 
was small in size, pointed or swallow-tailed at the Fly. 

d. Zheat. in pl. The space over the proscenium, 
including the upper mechanism and the galleries 
on each side from which it is worked. 

1805 European Mag. XLVII. 447 A large portion of 
scenery from the top (called the flies) fell upon the stage. 
1859 SmiLes Sedé//e/p v. (1860) 126 First working under the 
stage, then behind the flies, then upon the stage itself. 1887 
Daily Tel, 27 May 3 Sparks fell from the flies upon the 
stage. 

5. In various technical uses. 

a. Naut. A compass card: see quot. 1610 and 
Carp sb.2 4. Hence, on a terrestrial globe; The 
set of rhumbs drawn from a selected point on 
the surface (?ods.). Also, on a vane: see quot. 


1773. 

1571 Dicces Pantom. 1, xxix. Lijb, It is also requisite, 
that within Theodelitus you haue a needle or fly so rectified, 
that [etc.]. 1610 W. Forkincuam Art of Survey i. vi. 56 
The Flie is a Card diuided into eight, sixteene, thirty two 
equall parts in the Limbe with competent extention to shew 
the Meridian and Coastages of the Plot. 1690 LrysourN 
Curs. Math, 611 Upon the top of the Box wherein the Fly 
and Needle is fastned. 1773 JoHNSON (ed. 4), /ly 3, that 
part of a vane which points how the wind blows. _ 1789-96 
J. Morse Am. Un. Geog. 1. 49 Observe .. what rhumb of 
the nearest fly runs mostly parallel to the edge of the quad- 
rant. 1867 SmyTH Sailor's Word-bk., ly or Compass-Card. 

b. A speed-regulating device, usually consisting 
of vanes upon a rotating shaft, chiefly used in 
musical boxes and the striking parts of clock- 


machinery. 

1399 T. M[ouret] S7/2kwormes 33 Thy Springs, thy 
Scrues, thy rowells, and thy flie. 1812-6 J. Smitn Panorama 
Sc. § Art I. 380 This fly strikes the air with so large a sur- 
face, that the resistance it experiences prevents the train of 
wheels from going too fast. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch & 
Clockm. 105 When the striking train is discharged it would 
run with increasing speed but for the fly. 

e. A fly wheel, a pair of weighted arms, or other 
deyice involving the same principle, used to regulate 


the speed of machinery. 

1648 Witkins Marth. Magick 1. xiii. 87 A single hair 
fastned unto the fly or ballance of the Jack. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 49 The Fly is made sometimes with two, 
sometimes with four Arms from the Center. 1825 J 
Nicnotson Oferat. Mechanic 5% A fly is sometimes .. 
employed as a collector of power. 1874 Kwnicur Dict. 
Mech. 1. 895/1 Fly 11, the swinging weighted arm of some 
kinds of presses. 

d. =FANNER 2. , 5 

1807 VANCOUVER Agvic. Devon (1813) 127 Few winnowing- 
machines, saving a common whisk or fly, are used in this 
county. 1836 Pexny Cycl. V. 307 A winnowing machine 


_with a fly and sieves is the only additional instrument. 


e. One of the cylinders of a carding machine. 
1842 Encycl, Brit. (ed. 7) XXI1. 932/t The worker next the 
doffers is called the fly, from its great velocity. 1888 
R. Beaumont Woollen Manuf, ii. 56 The doffer removes 
the fibres brought on to the surface of the swift by the fly. 
f. In Knitting (machine), Spinning, Weaving 
(see quots.). Also in /Zand-spinning: the spindle. 
1851 L. D. B. Gorpon Art Jrnl, Illust. Catal, 1**/2 
Drawing out the fibre from the rock, and supplying it 
regularly to the fly, which is caused to turn rapidly and 
twist it into a thread or yarn. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1 
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895/1 Fly 3 (Knitting-machine), another name for the Latch. 
[bid., Fly 4 (Spinning), the arms which revolve around the 
bobbin in a spinning-frame, to twist the roving or yarn 
which is wound on the bobbin. Jdid., /Zy 6 (Weaving), 
a shuttle driven through the shed by a blow or jerk. 

g. In the pianoforte (see quots.). 

1876 Strainer & Barrett Dict. Mus. Terms, Fly, a hinged 
board which covers the keys of the pianoforte or organ 
when not in use. 1879 A. J. Hirxins in Grove Dict. Mus. 
1. 619/2 A screw perforating the jack, tongue, or fly as it is 
variously called, of the grasshopper [in a pianoforte]. 

h. In a screw-log (see quot.). 

1882 Cart. Moriarty in Encycl. Brit. XIV. 770/2,The 
‘fly’ (of a screw-log] consists of a_hollow copper cylinder 
about 9 or ro inches long with four fins or blades placed at a 
given angle, causing it to rotate once in a certain distance. 

i. Metal-working. An apparatus worked by the 
horizontal swinging of a weighted lever, for cutting 
out with a die pieces of metal of a required shape 


from a bar or sheet. : 

1831 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal 1. 211 With a fly .. nails 
of almost any size or shape might... be cut out of rolled metal. 

6. Waste cotton. Cf. Fiur sd.2, FLUFF. 

1879 Cassell's Techn. Educ. IV. 274/t Fly or short staple 
cotton, which has gathered below the machine, 1893 
Labour Commission Gloss., Fly, loose down. 

TIL. attrib. and Comb. (In many of these the 
first element may be really the verb-stem.) 

7. a. Simple attributive, as (sense 3 b) SJiy-horse, 
-proprietor, (sense 4a) fly-front, (sense 4d) fly- 
gallery, (sense 5 b) fly-pinion, (sense 5 c) Jy- 
piston, -screw. 

1893 Times 8 July 12/2 This coat has a “fly front buttoning 
underneath. 1888 Konsé in Scribner's Mag. IV. 437 The 
*fly-galleries on either side, from the lowest of which the 
drop-scenes and borders are worked. 1891 C. T. C. James 
Rom. Rigmarole 134 That moribund *fly-horse, | 1884 
F. J. Barrren Watch 8 Clockm. 106 [The] *Fly Pinion .. 
[is] the pinion in a clock which carries the fly. 1831 J. Hot- 
LAND Manuf. Metal 1. 48 In which [cylinder] works a 
weighted, or what is called a *fly-piston, 1845 P. O. 
Directory 6 Home Counties 631/1 Box John, *fly proprietor. 
1831 J. Hortanp Manuf. Metal 11. 152 In the production 
of boxes for *fly-screws and others having several worms. 

b. objective, as (sense 3 b) fly-driver, (sense 
5 g) fly-finisher; fly-finishing vbl. sb. 

1847 AL. Smit Chr. Tadpole v. (1879) 59 Prejudices, 
which..had somewhat operated against the *fly-drivers on 
the part of the family coachmen, 

8. Special Comb., as fly-ball (Base-ball), a ball 
that may be caught ‘on the fly’; fly-bill, a hand- 
bill to be scattered broadcast, also attrzd.; fly- 
block (Mauz.), ‘the block spliced into the topsail- 
tye’ (Adm. Smyth); fly-bridge = Fyne Brine ; 
fly-catch (Base-dall), a catch ‘on the fly’; fly- 
clock, a clock regulated by a fly, before the intro- 
duction of pendulums; fly-coach = Fry sd,2 3a; 
fly-cutter, a cutting tool driven at a high rate of 
speed ; fly-door (J/ining), a door opening either 
way; fly-drill (see quot.); fly-governor (see 
quot.) =F Ly sé.2 5c; fly-line, the line of flight 
taken by a bird in its regular migrations; fly- 
page, the side of a fly-leaf (see FLy-LEar) ; fly- 
penning (see quot.); fly-piston (see quot.) ; fly- 
pole, = giant-stride; fly-press, a screw press 
worked by a fly (see 5c); fly-pulley, a pulley 
that may be shifted along the length of a shaft; 
fily-punching press, fly-rail (see quots.) ; fly- 
reed (Weaving), the reed of a fly-shuttle loom ; 
fly-rope (sce quot.); fly-sail (Wawt.), ? =/lying 
jis; fly-shuttle (Weaving) (see quot. 1874); 
fly-spring (see quot.); fly-table, a table with 
flaps that may be let down; fly-tail, U.S, a 
small gill-net without sinkers formerly used for 
catching perch, etc. (Cent. Dict.) ; fly-tent, ?a 
tent having a fly (sense 4b); fly-tip, fly-title, 
fly-tool, fly-up (/Vawt.) (see quots.) ; fly-wagon 
= FLy 50.2 3 a. 

1874 Cuapwick Base Ball Man, 29 They should be .. ex- 
cellent judges of “fly-balls. 1891 Daily News 28 Sept. 7/t 
A *fly-bill poster, 1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's Man. 46 
Then. .reeve the other end through the *fly-block for a fall. 
1614 Sy_vester Bethulia's Rescue 1, 110 Th’ Engineer .. 
Brings here his *Fly-Bridge, there his batt’ring Crow. 1874 
Cuavwick Base Ball Man. 30 Chances for *fly-catches 
from short, high balls. 1830 Herscnet Stud. Nat, Phil. 
1, vi. (1851) 178 By clocks he [Lord Bacon] could not have 
meant pendulum clocks, which were not then known..but 
*fly-clocks. 1818 Scorr H7rt, Midl. i, The slow and safe 
motion of the ancient *Fly-coaches. 1884 F, J. Britten 
Watch & Clockm. 105 Latterly *fly cutters are often made 
double. 1851 GREENWELL Coadl-trade Terms Northumb, 
& Durh.,*Kly doors or swing doors. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech, 1. 895 *Fly-drill, one having a reciprocating fly- 
wheel which gives it a steady momentum. J/éid., *Fly- 
governor, one which regulates speed by the impact 
of vanes upon the air. 1884 H. Sersoum Brit. Birds 
IIL. 506 One of the *‘fly-lines’ of this species crosses the 

3ermuda Islands, 1892 J. Cave-Browne Hist, Boxley, A 
parish-register .. often contains on its *fly-pages chance 
notes and memoranda. 1858 SimmonDs Dict. Trade, *Fly- 
fenning, a mode of manuring land practised in England 
and in the colonies by folding cattle or sheep in rotation 
over different parts of it. — ee J. J. Port Number One iv. 
ror A ** fly-pole’ and a swing should be in every playground, 

1819 Rees Cyc/., The coining press or *fly-press. 1874 

Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 896/2 Fly-press, a screw-press in 
which the power is derived from a weighted arm, swinging 
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in a horizontal plane, as in embossing and die presses. 1884 
Health Exhib. Catal. p. \Wii/t Crank-shaft which carries 
*fly-pulley for transmitting the power by means of a strap. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 896 *Fly-punching press, a 
press for cutting teeth on saws and for other purposes. 1855 
Ocitvie Suppl., */Zy-raiZ, that part of a table which turns 
out to support the leaf, 1863 J. Watson Art Weaving 126 
When Mr. Bullough introduced his Loom with the *Fly 
Reed. 1892 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin. App. *Fly 
Rofe, a term often used to denote a rope of cotton or hemp 
used for telodynamic transmission of power. 1819 J. H. 
Vaux Mem. I. 65 With only a storm jib, and *fly-sail set. 
1795 J. Atkin Manchester 300 With the use of the *fly 
shucile 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 896 Fly-shuttle, a 
shuttle driven by a picker in contradistinction to one thrown 
by hand. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch §& Clockm., 106 [The] 
*Fly Spring. .causes the outer cover of a watch case to fly 
open. 1785 Cowper Let. to ¥. Newton 19 Mar., The *fly- 
table was too slight and too small, 1816 Keatince Tvav. 
(1817) II. 8 Three *fly-tents, with mattresses laid on the 
ground, accommodate six Europeans. 1874 CHapwick 
Base Ball Man. 58 *Fly Tip. This is a foul ball held by 
the catcher, sharp from the bat, 1888 Jacopr Printer’s 
Voc., *Fly-title, the half-title in front of the general title, 
or which divides sections of a work, 1819 Rees Cycl., 
*Fily-tool is a very light narrow wooden spade shod with 
iron, which the navigators of a canal use for cutting or 
throwing out any soft clay..or the like. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailors Word-bk., *Fly-up, a sudden deviation upwards 
from a sheer line. 1827 Hoop in Hone Zvery-day Sk. Il. 
1547 The ponderous *fly-waggon passed me. 

Fly (floi), a. slang. [prob. f. Fry z.1, though 
the etymological notion is doubtful.] 

1. Knowing, wide-awake, sharp. ly ¢o (any- 
thing): ‘up’ to, well acquainted with, clever at. 

1811 Lexicon Balatronicum sv. Fly .. The rattling cove 
is fly; the coachman knows what we are about. 1825 C. M. 
Wesrmacott Exg. Sfy Il. 5 You are fly to cant. 1851 
Mayuew Lond. Labour II. 109 We're rather ‘fly to a 
dodge’. 1852 Dickens Bleak House xvi, ‘I am fly’, says 

0. 


Jo. . : 

2. Of the fingers: Dexterous, nimble, skilful. 

1834 H. Ainswortu Rookwood ut. v, No dummy hunter 
had forks so fly. 1839 Reyvnotps Pickw. abroad 224 We'll 
knap a fogle with fingers fly. 

3. Comb. as fly-flat (see quot.). 

1889 Barrtre & Levanp Slang, Fly-flat (Turf), one who 
really knows little or nothing about racing, but fancies him- 
self thoroughly initiated in all its mysteries. 

Fly (floi), v.! Pa, t. flew (fli); pa. pple. flown 
(floun). Forms: Jin. 1 fléo%-an (Merctan fléz-an, 
north. fléza, Kent. fliozan), 2-3 fleo(n, flon, (3 
fleoin, south. vleoin), fli(en, 3 fle3(h)en, Orm. 
flezhenn, 3-4 flei(e, flize(n, flihen, flyhen, 
south, vlizen, vlien, 4-6 fley(e, (4 flee3, fleighe, 
fleiz, 5 flegh), 3-5 fleen, 3-6 fle, (4 south. vle), 
4-7 flie, flye, (4 south. vlie, vly, 5 flyyn), 4- 
(now only Sc.) flee, 5- fly. a.?. a. sing. 1 fléaz, 
fiéah, flé3, 2-3 fleh, 3 fleah, flash, 3-4 flagh(e, 
flaje, 4-6 flaw(e, 3-5 flegh(e, fle3(e, flei(g)h, 
fleyghe, fleiz, fligh, fly. 8. f/. 1 flugon, 2-3 
floze(n, flujen, 3 fluwen, 3-4 flow(e)n. . sing. 
3-5 flough(e, 4-5 flou, flow, 5 floge, floy. 6. 
sing. and pl. 5-6 flewe, (6 flue), 5- flew. /a. 
pple. t flozgen, 3 flojen, 4-6 flowe(n, (5 flone, 
floon, 6 fleen, flighen), 6-7 fline, flyen, flowne, 
(7-8 flew), 6- flown. Also weak Za. ¢. (rare and 
chiefly for rime): 4 flyghed, 5, 7 flyde, 7 flide, 
flied, flyed. [A com. Teut. str. vb.. OE, /éozan, 

fltogan=OF ris. fliaga, OS. *fliogan (MDu. viie- 
ghen, Du. vliegen)=OHG. fliogan (MHG. viie- 
gen, Ger. fliegen), ON. fijziga (Sw. flyga, Da. 
Jive), Goth. *fiwgan (inferred from (us) flaugjan 
to lead forth in flight) :—OTeut. */leugan (flaug, 
Jlugum, flogono-) :—pre-Teut. *pleugh-, plough-, 
plugh-. Not etymologically cognate with FLEE v. 

The a forms of pa.t. normally represent, according to 
period and dialect, the OE. /7éaz, jléah, and the B forms 
the OE. pl. /7wzon. The y forms are transferred to the 
sing. from the pl. and the pa.pple. The origin of the 6 form 
JSlewle, which now alone survives, is more difficult to account 
for; possibly it arose from a confusion with FLrow (OE. 
pa.t. 7éow), with which this vb. had in the rsth c, come to 
coincide in the pa.pple; cf. however the somewhat similar 
phenomenon in the vb. s/ay, pa. t. slew, for which no 
parallel explanation can be given. 

With regard to the confusion between the verbs /7y and 
Slee, see FLEE.) 

I. 1. zxtr. To move through the air with wings. 
Also with adverbs, as about, away, forth, off, out, 
etc. As the crow flies: see Crow sd.1 3 c. 

Beowulf 2273 (Gr.) Nacod nid-draca, nihtes fleoged fyre 
befangen. ax1000 Fudith 209 (Gr.) Ac him fleah on laste 
earn zxtes seorn. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 129 Alle pe fu3elas 
be fluzen bi pam lufte. ¢1200 Orin 599r Forr ern ma33 
he3he flejhenn, cxz0g Lay. 3901 Her comen blake flezen 
and flujen in mone ejene. 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 29 Beter 
hym hadde ybe Haue bi leued ther doune, than ylerned for 
to fle. @1300 Cursor M. 13449 (Gétt.) Nane pat mai fli 
sua hei [als pe arn}. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 305 
Als fleihes doun pei fleih, ten pousand at ones, 1382 Wyc.ir 
Isa. vi. 6 Ther flei3 to me oon of the serafyn. ¢ 1430 Lyne. 
Min, Poems 186 From their lyme-twygges I will flee fer 
asyde. c1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode i. lili. (1869) gs, I fly 
aboue pe skyes heyere pan eyper heroun or egret. c¢1440 
Gesta Rom, xix. 335 (Add. MS.) The bridde .. flew [Cas. 
MS. fly] forthe, 1500-20 Dunpar Poems xxii. 105 O gentle 
egill! .. That of all fowlis dois heest fle. 1533 Anne 
Boleyn's Coronat. in Furniy. Ballads from MSS. 1. 380 
She hathe fleen long, Vncertain where to light. a 1649 


- 
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Drumm. or Hawtn. Poems Wks. (1711) 13 The feathered 
troops that flee, and sweetly sing, 1711 Appison S#ect. 
No. 159 P 8, I wished for the Wings of an Eagle, that I 
might fly away to those happy seats. 1796 H. Hunter 
tr. St. Pierre’s Stud. Nat. (1799) 1. 580 On my approach- 
ing him, he [a butterfly] flew off. 1822 SHELLEY Cadderon 
1. 46 Would that my feet were wings, So would I fly to 


Livia. 
D. Jig. ; esp. of fame, a report, etc. Zo fly high 


(or a high pitch) ; to aim at or reach a high pitch 
of action, feeling, etc. (cf. Fiicur sb. 3). Also 
To fly low: to avoid notoriety. Zo fly short of: 
to fail in mounting to the level of. 

c1200 Trin. Coll, Hom. 165 Alse pe fugeles..swo dod pis 
mannisse flied fram iuele to werse. a1225 Ancr. R, 152 
Bi nihte beo fleoinde ant sechinde ouwer soule heouenliche 
uode. ¢1384 Cuaucer 17, Fame 11. 1028 Wenged wondres 
faste fleen. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 39 The 
renomme therof floughe vnto the duke. 1548 UDALL, etc. 
Erasm. Par. Luke iv. 55 The fame which had to fore 
..flighen abrode. 1571 Hanmer Chron, Ired. (1633) 125 
The prosperous successes of Earle Richard, were no sooner 
effected, but fame flyed abroad. a1sgz H. Smitn Sevm. 
(1866) II. 14 Try every piece of gold, when many Flemish 
angels fly abroad. 1608 ToprseLt Serpents (1658) 706 A 
Dragon, whereof their flyeth this tale. 1611 SHaks. Cyd. 
ut. v. 6x Wing’d with feruour of her loue, she’s flowne To 
her desir'd Posthumus. 161x Binte Ps. xc. 10 Their 
strength. .is soone cut off, and we flie away. 1646 Sir T. 
Browne Psexud. Ep. 1. x. 40 How short they flew of that 
spirit. .their weaknesse sufficiently declared. 1655 FULLER 
Ch. Hist. 1x. vii. § 9 Matters flying thus high, the Arch- 
Bishop... conceived it the safest way to [etc.]. 1705 
Hickerincitt Priest-cr. u. iv. 41 They fly High in their 
high-flown Divinity. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 194 P 2 
When the Fame, says he, of this celebrated Beauty first 
flew Abroad. 1716 Br. or Bristor Charge 19 Where a 
Mean is commendable, He must neither fly too High, nor 
creep too Low. 1827 SoutHEy Penins. War II. 752 Those 
brethren whose piety flies the highest pitch. 1837 CarLyLe 
Fr. Rev, U1. u, iv. 117 As for the elder Egalité he flies 
low at this time. 1847 Tennyson Prizc. v. 271 She flies 
ren high. 1859 — E/aive 1188 When did not rumours 

y 4 

ce. quasi-tvans. with cognate object. 

1605 SuHaxs. Macé, 1. ii. 40 Ere the Bat hath flowne His 
Cloyster’d flight. 1609 A. Craic Poet. Recreat. 7 Want.. 
makes my Muse so lowe a course to flee. 

d. In a few expressions, as Zhe bird zs or has 
flown (chiefly jig.), To let (a bird) fly, the simple 
vb. is used =‘ fly away’. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. xcv. 75 They..bonde it to the 
sparwes fete, and afterward lete hem flee. 1847 TENNYSON 
Princess iv. 90 O tell her, Swallow, that thy brood is flown. 
1853 — Mand 1. xxii. 2 The black bat, night, has flown. 
a1881 Rossetti House of Life viiiy Thank his wings to-day 
that he is flown. ’ 

e, Of birds: To migrate or issue forth in a body. 
Cf. Fricut sd. 1e. 

1766 PenNaNT Zool. (1768) IT. 330 The wild birds fly (as 
the bird-catchers term it) during the month of October. 

f, Of fish: To spring from the water. Also in 
more literal sense said of FLYING-FISH. 

1579 T. Stevens Lett. from Goa in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 
160 There is another kind of fish as big almost as a herring, 
which hath wings and flieth. 1734 Mortimer in PAi?. 
Trans. XX XVIII. 316 The Wings with which it flies in the 
Air are only a Pair of very large Finns. 1867 F, Francis 
Angling ix. (1880) 336 Seeing the small fry flying from the 
water as though a pike were after them. 

2. trans. (causatively). To set (birds) flying one 
against the other. Const. wth. Also with away : 
To send flying away; to let fly. 

1607 Hrywoop Woman killed w. Kindn, 1. Wks. (1874) 
II. 96 Meet me to morrow At Cheuy-chase, He flie my 
Hawke with yours. 1845 CARLYLE Cromwell (1871) V. 58 
(Sp. xiii) Ordered to fly-away their game-cocks. 1883 C. J. 
Wits Mod. Persia 94 The pigeons are flown twice a day. 

3. Hawking. a. Of the hawk : To gain by flying 
a position of attack. Const. at, Zo fly on head, 
to fly gross see quots. 

1674 N. Cox Gent. Recreat, . (1677) 164 Fly on head is 
missing her Quarry and betaking her self to the next Check, 
as Crows [etc.]. 7d. 203 It is less difficult to teach a Hawk 
to fly at Fowl than..to..love the Lure. 1677 Corrs, ly 
gross when hawks fly at great Birds, as Cranes. 1684 
R. H. School Recreat. 78 Gerfaulcon will fly at the Hern. 
Saker, at the Crane or Bittern. 1774Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. 
(1776) V. 131 They have been indeed taught to fly at game. 
1826 Sir J. S. Sepricut Observ. Hawking (1828) 57, I will 
suppose that hawks are to fly three days in the week. 

Jig. ai a Sir J. Barrincton Pers. Sketches (ed. 2) II. 
186 He had occasionally flown at higher game in the 
regions of poesy. 1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest vii, 
Deerstalking is all very well, but I fly at higher game. 

b. causatively. Of the falconer; To cause (a 
hawk) to attack by flying. Also adso/. and to fly 
with (a hawk). Const. az. 

1sgt Fiorito Sec. Yruites 37, I loue to flie at the Partridge 
and atthe Fesant. 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. V/, u. i. 1 For flying 
at the Brooke, I saw not better sport these seuen yeeres 
day. 1638 Sir T. Herpert 7vav, (ed. 2) 233 Their best 
Falcons are out of Russia..they fly them at choise game. 
1674 N. Cox Gent. Recreat. (1677) 187 At first fly with her 
at young Pheasant or Partridge. /d7d. 213 They are flown 
at Field or Brook. @171x Ken Edmund Poet. Wks, 1721 
IL. 66 His Hawks he oft at Game Aerial flew, 1865 KincsLey 
Herew, xxi, He flew his hawks at a covey of partridges. 
1879 Rapciirre in Encycl. Brit. 1X. 9/1 Falcons or long- 
winged hawks are either ‘ flown out of the hood’ 7. e. un- 
hooded and slipped when the quarry is in sight, or [etc.]. 
Jig. 1643 Dicsy Observ. Sir T. Browne's Relig. Med. 
1o Much lesse can it be expected that an excellent Physi- 
tian. .should. .flye his thoughts at so towring a Game. 
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c. To chase with a hawk. Also of the hawk: To 
attack by flying. Zo fly the river: to chase water- 
fowl. Zo fly to the mark: see quot. 1891. 

¢1590 GREENE /’7, Bacon xii, We'll fly the partridge, or go 
rouse the deer. @ 1654 SELDEN TZ adle-t. (Arb.) 80 A Hawk 
that flyes a covey of Partridges. 1674 N. Cox Gent. 
Recreat. u. (1677) 209 These Hawks do not fly the River. 
/bid, 225 When she hath flown a Partridge to the Mark, 
she will not away until [etc.]. 1710 Affari/ion 30 So 
wary Hawks do fearful Pidgeons fly. 1879 Rapcuirre 
in Encycl. Brit. IX. 9/2 Rooks are flown in the same 
manner as herons. 1891 Haxtinc Biblioth. Accipitraria 
Gloss, 226 Mark, to fly at, v. generally said of a Goshawk, 
when, having ‘put in’ a covey of partridges, she takes 
stand, marking the spot where they disappeared from view 
until the falconer arrives to put them out to her. 

Jig. 1632 B. Jonson Magn. Lady Induct., Fly every- 
thing you see to the mark, and censure it freely, 1691 
Drypen K. Arthur un. ii, Oh, still thou think’st to fly 
a fool to mark, 

4. intr. To pass or rise quickly in or through 
the air. Also with about, away, forth, off, out, up, 
ete. Zo fly compass: see COMPASS C. 3 b. 

axo00 “lene 140 (Gr.) Darod-zsc flugon, hildenzedran. 
e175 Lamb. Hom. 85 Pet smal chef pet flid ford mid be 
winde. c1zg0 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 45/377 Ore leuedi made pe 
soule a-non to pe bodi ajen fleo. c1340 Cursor M. 638 
(Fairf.) Hit [sc. the manna] flagh til ham als hit ware flour. 
1551 IT. Witson Logike (1580) 43 Bullettes of Leade..flie 
not into the Aire by their owne power. 1601 SHaxs. AZ/’s 
Well m. ii. 113 You leaden messengers..Fly with false 
ayme. 1633 SHirLeY Vug. Admiral 1.i, Arrows that fly 
compass Arrive with..happiness to the mark. 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 203 The spirit of Wine would immediately fly 
away. 1697 Drypven Virg. Georg. u. 464 Golden Stars 
flew up to Light the Skies, 1732 BerKeLey Adciphr. 
vi. § 14 That the volatile salt or spirit may fly off. 
1779-81 JoHNnson Life Drake Wks. IV. 448 They..let the 
smoak fly out at the door, 1785 Burns To W. Simpson 
xiii, Blinding drifts wild-furious flee Dark’ning the day. 
1807 Hutton Course Math. 11. 264 Sound flies. .at the rate 
of about 1142 feet in 1 second. 1819 Byron ¥uaz u. xi, 
The dashing spray Flies in one’s face. 1820 Scorrespy Acc. 
Arctic Reg. 1. 106 Fragments of ice flying in all directions. 
1860 TyNDALL G/ac. 1. xv. 100 Fleecy clouds flew over the 
heavens. : 

b. To leap or spring lightly, or vault over. To 
Jy the garter: see FLY-THE-GARTER. 

1719 De For Crusoe 1. 273 Friday..flew over my outer 
Wall or Fence. 
4 When your horse has flown over a gate or stile, 1837 

IcKENS Pickw. xxxviii, Who..will ever employ a profes- 
sional man, when they see his boy.. flying the garter in the 
horse-rgad? Mod. He flew over two backs at once. | 

e. Of stairs: To descend or ascend without 
change of direction. Cf. Fuicur 50.1 7. 

1685 TemrLte Gardening Wks. 1731 I. 187 Many Steps 
flying on each Side of a Grotto. 1703 T. N. City § C. 
Purchaser 248 Straight Stairs..are such as always fly, and 
never Wind. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 145 The stairs 
sometimes wind, and sometimes fly off from that winding. 

5. trans. (causatively). a. To cause (a kite) to 
rise and maintain its position in the air. Also 
colloq. or slang, Zo fly a kite : to raise money by 
an accommodation bill; hence ¢o fly a d/l. 

1739 Cuesterr. Left, (1792) I. xxxi. 108 If you were to 
fly your kite. 1808 Sforting Mag. XXXII. 181 In Ire- 
land flying the kite is used.as a cant phrase for raising 
inoney on accommodation bills. 1833 Marryatr P. Simple 
II. ii. 23 One of the amusements of the prisoners was flying 
kites. 1848 Punch 27 May 226/1 He never does ‘a little 
discounting’ nor lends his hand to ‘flying a kite’, 1860 
Trotiore Framdley P. xxvii, Fly a bill, and let Tozer have 
it to get cash on it inthe city! 1875 Tennyson Q. Mary 
1. v, O Madam, You fly your thoughts like kites. 


b. To convey through the air. 

1864 Sata in Daily Tel. 23 Dec., The first wires were 

flown across by means of a kite. 
ce. slang. Zo fly the mags: see quots. Zo fly 
a tile, to knock off a man’s hat. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Fly the mags, to gamble, 
by tossing up halfpence. 1825 C. M. Westmacotrr zg. 
Sy Il. 158 Another point of amusement is ying a tile, or 
stating a man, as the phrases of the Stock Exchange 


describe it. 1838 H. Ainswortu Rookwood 1. xiii, ‘ Fly 
the mags’,..replied Rust ; ‘if heads, we scrag him.’ 


d. collog. To send (a letter) hastily. 

1846 Darwin in Life §& Lett, (1887) I. 351 Immediately 
that I hear I will fly youa line. 1859 /did. (1887) II. 160. 

6. intr. Of something attached by one edge or 
end, esp. of a flag, hair, a garment, etc.; To float 
loosely; to flutter, wave. Cf. Fuyine colours. 

1659 D. Pett Jpr. Sea 271 The Antient-staff, about 
which the ships-colours do fly. 1659 B. Harris Parival's 
Tvon Age 309 To..march with drums beating and colours 
flying. 1725 Pore Odyss, xut. 273 Around her shoulders 
flew the waving vest. 1782 Cowrer Gilpin 101 The wind 
did blow, the cloak did fly. 1794 R BEng § Seamanship 
I. 214 Royals are set flying. 1797 Netson 28 Nov. in 
Nicolas Desf. II. 455 A Captain was appointed to the Ship 
in which my Pendant flew. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xxi, 
Loose on the breeze their tresses flew. 1880 TENNYSON 
Def. Lucknow i, Banner of England.. Flying at top of the 
roofs in the ghastly siege of Lucknow. 

b. trans. To set (a flag) flying ; to carry at the 
mast-head; to hoist; occas. with ow¢. Also, To 


set (a sail) loosely: see quots. 

1655 M. Carter Hon. Rediv. (1660) 187 From which time 
ever since they flye that Crosse in their Banners. 1794 
Rigging & Seamanship 1. 166 lying of Sails, setting 
them in a loose manner} as royal sails without lifts. 1863 
Lond. Rev. 10 _ 37 To sink, burn, and destroy every- 
thing that flew the ensign of the so-called United States of 


1791 G. GamBapo Anz. Horsem. vi. (1809) | 
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America. 1885 Law Tiies 23 May 63/1 The steamship 
. flying signals of distress, 1887 Kincraxe Crinea VIII. 
300 She flew out the signal—‘ Farewell!’ 1887 Brsanr 
ae went i, If they do fly the black flag, it is only 
etc.]. 

7. intr. To move or travel swiftly, pass rapidly, 
rush along. Also with about, along, away, back, etc. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 21280 (Cott,) And [be quil] fleis wit-vten 
blin. 1513 Douctas 4xezs m1. li. 110 We... with swift cours 
flaw throw the salt see. 1563 W. Futke Meteors (1640) 33 b, 
A whirlewind..breaking forth, flyeth round like a great 
cart-wheele. @1575 Gascoicne Py. Pleas. Kenilw. A vj, 
The fierie flames, which through the waues so flue. c 1611 
Cuarman /diad xvi. 191 So fear’d The fair man’d horses that 
they flew back. @1667 Jer. TayLor Contempl. State Man. 
I. v.(1699) 54 A corrupt Humour..which flies into the Heart. 
1703 Rowe Ulyss. u. i. 582 A Troop of Nymphs Flew 
lightly by us. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 1. 187 The pains 
-. wander, shoot, and fly about, sometimes with astonishing 
swiftness, 1782 CowreR Gilpin 234 Six Gentlemen upon 
the road, Thus seeing Gilpin fly. 1842 Tennyson Day- 
dream, Arrival iii, The colour flies into his cheeks. 1849 
Macauray Hist, Eng. 1. 386 We fly from York. .to London 
by the light of a single winter’s day. 1860 Tynpatt Glac. 
u. i, 223 The velocity with which the earth flies through space. 
1883 Ey, Pennevt-Evmuirst Cream Leicestersh. 132 He had 
never seen hounds fly along as they did now. 

b. esp. of time. [With mixture of senses 1 and 
IL; cf. fugit cnvida wxtas.| 

1597 Suaxs. Lover's Conzpl. 60 That. .had let go by The 
swiftest hours, observed as they flew. 1712 Pore Messiah 
21 Swift fly the years, and rise th’ expected morn! 1800-24 
CampPBELt Poems, Song ii, Time .. Flies like a courser nigh 
the goal. 1847 L. Hunr Yar Honey xii. (1848) 154 Time 
flies, and friends must part. 

+e. Of a stage-coach: To ‘run’. Ods. 

1748 St. Fanes’s Even. Post No. 6039 Dover, and Deal 
Stage-Coaches, will continue Flying till the First Day of 
October. 

+d. quasi-¢razs. To run over hurriedly. Ods.—! 

1589 Hay any Work 41 Your..purciuantes flye citie & 

countrie to seeke for Waldegraue. 
te. Fly (a)round (U.S. colloqg.): to bustle 
about, bestir oneself. 

1851 Hoover Wight at Ugly Man's in Wdw. Rugby’s 
FTusb, 44 Old ’ooman, fly around, git somethin’ for the 
Squire and Dick to eat. 1871 Mrs. Stowe Oldtown Fires. 
Stories 63 He flew round like a parched pea on a shovel. 


8. Of persons and animals: To move with a 
start or rush; to spring, start, hasten, rush. Zo fly 
to arms; to take up arms ona sudden. Zo fly zx 


the face of: see Facu sb. 4 b. 

1590 SPENSER F. Q. 1. ii. 17 The Sarazin .. Snatcheth his 
sword, and fiercely to him flies, 1768 STERNE Sent. Journ. 
(2778) I. 118 The bidet flew from one side of the road to the 
other, 1782 Cowrer Gilpin 163 The calender..flew to the 
gate. 1824 Scotr Redgauntiet let. xi, The nag began to 
spring, and flee, and stend. 1826 DisraE.i Viv. Grey u. vi, 
In this dilemma he flew to his father. 1847 Mrs. A. Kerr 
Hist, Servia 185 In a violent commotion, they had flown to 
arms. 1854 Miss Manninc Old Chelsea Bun-ho. vii. (1855) 
116 She flew up-stairs, without at all regarding the trouble. 
1881 GarDINER & Mutuincer Study Eng. Hist. 1. ii. 37 
Danes and English were especially ready to fly apart. 

b. Zo fly at, on, upon: to spring with violence 
upon, attack with fury, rush upon; Z¢. and jig. 
Also (rarely) transf. of inanimate objects. 

1549 CovERDALE etc, Evasm. Par. 1 Fohn iii. 15 He hath 
not thrust his sword in him..he hath not flowen upon him. 
1583 Ricu Phylotus § Emelia (1835) 17 He seemed, as 
though he would haue fline vpon her in the streate. 1586 
Warner 4/b. Eng. 1. vi, Whom Cerberus forsaking 
then at Hercules he flide. 1611 Bipte 1 Saw. xv. 19 
Wherefore then didst thou .. flie vpon the spoile. 1692 
Soutu Sevm., 1 Fohm iii. 21 (1737) LI. xii. 464 When an en- 
raged conscience shall fly at him, and take him by the throat. 
1748 Anson's Voy. 1, ix. 393 One of them flew on the 
fellow who had the sword. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia v1. 
xi, You..never fly at your servants, 1807-8 Syp. SmiTH 
Plymiley's Lett. Wks. 1859 II, 160/1 If you have. .worried 
a mastiff dog for years,.he flies at you whenever he sees 
you. 1834 Darwin in Life & Lett. (1887) I. 250 My ham- 
mer has flown with redoubled force on the devoted blocks. 
c1860 Miss Yonce Strayed Falcon in Hist. Dramas No. 
3 (Groombridge) 46 People came out of the dining-room, 
and Katie flew upon them. 1861 Dickens Gt. E.xfect. ix, 
My sister with an exclamation of impatience was going to 
fly at me. A e i 

c. Zo fly in or into (a passion, rapture, etc.) : 
to pass suddenly into (such a state). 

1683 Hacker Collect. Voy. 1. (1699) 32 Which made the 
other fly into a Passion with him. 1797 Scorr Let. to Mrs. 
Scott in Lockhart Life viii, Without flying into raptures.. 
I may safely assure you, that [etc.]. 1819 Byron Juan I. 
liv, She flew ina rage. 1887 R. N. Carry Uncle Max xxii. 
176, I only flew into a passion, and asked her how [etc.]. 

da. Zo jy off: lit. to start away; ‘to revolt’ (J.); 
Jig. to take another course; to break away (from 
an agreement or engagement). 

1667 Mitton P, LZ, vi. 614 Strait they changd thir minds, 
Flew off and into strange vagaries fell, 1713 AppIson Cato 
1v. 54 The traytor Syphax..Flew off at once with his Nu- 
midian Horse. 1785 Map. D’Arstay Diary 16 Dec., I was 
..ready to fly offifany one knocked at the street-door. 1816 
Sporting Mag. XLVIII. 173 From this agreement he flew 
off. 1864 H. Ainswortu Yohn Law i. ii. Were I to ask 
for time, [Nicoméde] would inevitably fly off, and the 
affair would come toan end, _ 

e. Zo fly out: (a) to spring out, come out sud- 
denly; to rush out; (6) to ‘explode’ or burst 
out into extravagance in conduct, language, or 
temper. Const. against, at, upon (an object) ; zzto 
(action, language, feeling, etc.). 
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(a) ¢1400 Maunnevy. (1839) iv. 27 There fleigh out an 
Eddere right hidous to see. 1607 Siaxs. Cor. 1. x. 19 My 
valor..for him Shall flye out of it selfe. 1653 H. CoGan tr. 
Pinto’s Trav. xiv. 43 Wighty Mahometans came flying out 
from under their hatches. 1726 Surivocke Voy. round 
World (1757) 163 Without flying out of the bounds they had 
prescribed to themselves. 

(6) 1638 Sir T. Herserr 7yvav. (ed. 2) 84 Upon his.. 
oath never more to fly out, is pardoned. 1649 Br. Hai 
Cases Consc. 498 Impatient..of their conjugall disappoint- 
ments, fly out into open contestations. 1667 Perys Diary 
(1877) V. 394, I was troubled..to hear my Lord fly out 
against their great pretence of merit from the King. 1681 
W. Rosertson Phyraseol. Gen. (1693) 616 To fly out or 
squander his estate. 1779 Map. D’Arsiay Diary Nov., 
He constrained himself from flying out as long as he was 
able. 1865 Cornh. Mag. Oct. 390, 1 beg your pardon for 
flying out upon you so. 1868 G. Durr Pol. Surv. 130 
Another friend..has flown out to me at the action of the 
Radicals, 1884 Cuurcu Bacon iii. 62 She thought of the 
possibility of his flying out unexpectedly..and attempting 
to serve her interests, not in her way, but in his own. 

9. Of things: To be forced or driven off suddenly 
or with a jerk; to start. Ofa limb: To be parted 
suddenly from the body. Const. from, out of. 
Also ¢o send flying. 

c 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 459 Pat be fyr of be flynt flaje fro 
fole houes. 1375 Barsour Avuce m1.115 He raucht till him 
sic a dynt, That arme and schuldyr flaw him fra. c¢ 1440 
Generydes 2670 Mi swerd out of myn hond fligh. 1533 Lp. 
Berners Hon xlvi. 153 His hede flewe fro hys sholders. 
1593 SHaks, Lacy. 177 From the could stone sparkes of fire 
doe flie, 1659 D. Pett Jazpr. Sea 427 ‘Then flyes in his 
face all his whoring, swearing, lying. 1683 WALLER /7vas. 
Turks 23 He Bassas’ heads, to save his own, made fly. 
1796 Mrs. Grasse Cookery xxi. 321 Let it stand an hour 
before you open it, lest it fly in your face. 1847 PorTER 
Big Bear etc. 132 Thar, they've got him agin, and 
now the fur flies. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tome’s C. xx, 
*Oughter see how old Mas’r made the flesh fly.’ 1879 
F. Pottox Sport Brit. Burmah 11.149 Up would go the 
elephant’s hind leg, sending the pig flying. 1885 Spectator 
30 May 698/2 The engine minder who goes to the parish 
doctor because a spark has flown in his eye. : 

b. fig. Of money: To be rapidly spent. 

1632 RowLey Woman never vext 1, Marry her, and let 
her estate fly. 1635 N. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz. an. 5.1. 48 
Edward Earle,of Oxford (who set his Patrimony flying). 
1665 Sir T. Hersert 7rav. (1677) 97 In this resolve she lets 
her Treasure fly. 1840 Lavy C. Bury Hist, Flirt iv, I shall 
certainly make his money fly. 

e. With various advbs., about, back, off, out, up, 
etc. + Zo /ly off: (of cannon) to be fired. 

¢1340 Cursor M. 1769 (Fairf.) Pe fire flaghe out with 
ponder and raine. c1430 Sy. Gener. (Roxb.) 5934 Of his 
sheld floy of a grete cantel. c1460 Lauzfal 473 The erl 
of Chestere..smot hym the helm on hegh That the crest 
adoun flegh. 1590 Spenser J, Q.1. v. 7 From their shields 
forth flyeth firie light. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. V//J, v.i. 111 My 
Chaffe and Corne shall flyeasunder, 1650 HowELt Giraffi's 
Rev. Naples 1. (1664) 117 The Vice-roy .. caus’d all the 
ordnance to flie off. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto's Trav. xvi. 
55 The dog struck her over the head with his hatchet till 
her brains flew out. 1665 Hooke Microgr. 15 They.. 
cannot agree together, but fly back from each other. 1684 
R. H. School Recreat. 44 Which .. by spouting out, will 
make the Water fly about. 1703 Moxon J/ech, Exerc. 169 
The Tool will..fly off where a Knot .. comes to the Tool. 
1712 W. Rocers Voy. 107 Lowering her Main-Yard: the 
Tack flew up. 1713 BerkeLey Guardian No. 126 P 2 The 
earth. . without flying off in a tangent line, constantly rolls 
about the sun. 1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. Il. 349 The 
ice shivering with the violence of the strain..the anchor 
flew out. : 

d. causative and quasi-tvans. 

1676 Wor.ipcE Cyder (1691) 146 The Liquor were better 
fly the Cork than break the Bottle. 1876 G. MrrepitH 
Beauch. Career V1. vi. 108 The ship in the Arabian tale 
coming within the zone of the magnetic mountain, flies all 
its bolts and bars and becomes sheer timbers, 

e. intr. Of a door or window: To be thrown 
suddenly ofen, to, up, etc. Rarely trans. (slang) 
To throw up (a window). 

1625 Massincer New Way nu. iii, I..To whom great 
countesses’ doors have oft flew open. 1782 Cowrer Gz//in 
110 Up flew the windows all. 1847 Emerson Poeves (1857) 
116 At unawares, Self-moved, fly-to the doors. 1857 R. L. 
Snowpen Magistr. Assist. (ed. 3) 447 To lift a window, to 
fly a window. 1870 THornBurRY Zour Eng. I. ii. 36 The 
dark prison doors flew open at the first chink of the gold. 
1885 STEVENSON Dynamiter ii. 10 The door flew back 
emitting clouds of smoke, 

f. Zo fly in pieces, or simply to fly: to break 
up suddenly, shiver, split up. + Zo fly on fire: to 
burst into flames, 

c1470 Henry Wallace u. 50 Bayn and brayn he gert in 
peces fle. 1624 Massincer Kenegado u. iii, This pure metal 
. rather Than hold one drop that’s venomous, of itself It flies 
in pieces. 1692 Ray Dissol. World i. iv. (1732) 327 All 
the moisture will at length be drawn out and the world fly 
on fire, 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 1. 262 Lest crack’d with 
Summer Heats the flooring flies. 1726 Suretvocxe Voy. 
round World (1757) 245 It rent and split, and flew like glass. 
1766 Gotpso. /fermit xiv, The crackling faggot flies. 188 
Youne Ev. Man his own Mechanic § 1461 If..the first time 
of using the heat is raised rapidly, they are certain to crack 
or ‘fly’. 

g. Maut. Of the wind: To shift or veer suddenly. 
Also with about, off. Ofa ship, her head: Zo fly 
to, up in, into the wind (see quots.). 

1699 Damrier Voy, II. m1. 25 The Winds fly in a moment 
quite round the Compass. /écd. 27 About Mid-day they fly 
off 2, 3 or 4 Points further from the Land. 1855 OciLvie 
Suppl., #Zy, ‘To fly about. Among seamen, the wind is said 
to fly about, when it changes frequently during a short 
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FLY. 


space of time. 1867 Smyru Sadlor’s Word-bh. s.v. Fly-up, 
To fly up in the wind,is when a ship's head comes suddenly 
to windward, by carelessness of the helmsman. J/é7d., 
Flying-to is when a vessel. .is coming to the wind rapidly, 
the warning is given to the helmsman, ‘Look out, she is 
flying-to’, 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 232 The ship is 
sure to fly up into the wind, 


10. To let fly. a. To discharge (missiles). 

atzo00 F¥udith 220 (Gr.) Hie pa fromlice leton ford fleogan 
flana scuras. c1250 Gen, § Ex. 479 An lamech dro3e is 
arwe ner, And letet flezen of Se streng. 1664 ButLer //ud. 
u. ii, 815 At that an egg let fly, Hit him directly o’er the 
eye. 1832 Hr. Martineau Life in Wilds v.58 He let fly 
one of his precious arrows. 

b. absol. To fire, shoot; also said occas. ofa gun. 
Also, to make an attack (with any weapon). 

1611 Corcr. s.v. Pied, Fouér a quattre pieds contre, to 
kicke, winse, or let fly at with all foure. 1624 Carr. SmitH 
Virginia 1. vi. 62 We let fly amongst them so that they 
fled. 1686 J. SERGEANT Monast. Conventions 185 Then. .the 
Cannon of the Castle let fly. @1735 GRANVILLE Zss. Unnat. 
Flights in Poetry 55 The noisy culverin, o’ercharg’d, lets 
fly. 1879 F. Pottox Sort Brit. Burmah II. 41, I let fly 
again, and this time killed it. 

e. fig. (trans. and abdsol.). 

1590 SPENSER J. Q, 111. ix. 52 Many fair belgardes let fly. 
1654 H. L’Estrance Chas. J (1655) 24 A Member of the 
House of Commons let fly this reply. 1678 Trans. Crt. 
Sfain_ 180 And to take all pretext from those who by 
ignoratice or malice let flye against me. 1859 Punch 6 Aug. 
54/t Lord Lyndhurst, at whom it pleased Mr. Bright to 
scoff. .let fly at that respected Quaker. 1887 Bresanr Zhe 
World went xvi. 135 He let fly a round dozen or so of 
sailors’ oaths, 


d. aut. To allow (a sail or sheet) to fly loose; 


rarely to set (a sail), to carry, hoist (colours). 

1627 Cart. Smitu Seaman's Gram. ix. 39 When we say, 
let fly the sheats, then they let go amaine, which commonly 
isin some gust. 1659 D. Pett /wipr. Sea 297 If they finde 
them unwilling to bee spoke with all, Frigots let flye all the 
sails that ever they can make. 1699 Dampier Voy. II.1. 48 
It is the custom of our Countrymen abroad, to let fly their 
Colours on Sundays. 1805 Sir E. Berry in Nicolas WVedson’s 
Disp. VII, 118, I then let fly the top-gallant sheets. 

IT. Insenses of Fizz. (Now in pres.-stem only : 
see the remarks under FLEE v.) 

ll. a. =Fien1,1b,andid. Also quasi-zvans. 

axzo000 Byrhtnoth 275 (Gr.) pet he nolde fleogan fotmzl 
landes. 1523 Lv. Berners /oiss. I. ccxxxvi. 334 For to 
dye in the place they wyll nat flye one fote. 1548 

ALL Chron., Edw. IV, (an. 8) 204 b, Syr Robert was 
exhortyng .. hys men.. which were..redy to flye. 1594 
H. Witroste in Shaks. C. Praise 10 Nor flye the field 
though she deny. a1625 B. Jonson, etc. Widow 1. i, Vl 
make him fly the land. 1662 Woop Z7/e (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
I. 462 Flying the realme at the king’s returne. 1678 
Butrer //zd. 11. iti. 243 Those that fly may fight again. 
a1j7o3 Burxirr Ox VN. 7. Mark ii. 2 Honour flies from 
them that pursue it. 1715-20 Pore /diad 1. 35 Hence on 
thy Life, and fly these hostile Plains. 1839 THrrLwALi 
Greece V1.1, 224 Sisygambis refused to fly. 1855 THACKERAY 
Rose § Ring xi, You must fly the country for a while. 

b. =FLEE 2 and 2c. Const. zzto, to, + 2010. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 6675 (Gott.) If he to min auter fly. 1584 
Powe: Lloyd's Cambria 5 Being in the Battle. .and Flieng to 
the wood. 1653 H. Coaan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xxi. 76 Unless 
upon .. the new Moons, one fly into the Ports for shelter. 
azq7it Ken Anodynes Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 409 When Pangs 
. disturb my Sleep, To various Anodynes I fly. 1818 Jas. 
Mit Brit. India 11. v. viii. 641 It was to the English he 
must have flown for protection. 

ce. =FLEE 3 and 4. 

1581 Petrie tr. Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. 1. (1586) 4 Delightes, 
from which a great manie men flie. 1634 Sir T. HERBERT 
Trav. 48 All [sc, the inhabitants] .. flie away in Summer to 
avoid the intolerable heat. 1728 Pore Odyss, v. 60 He 
[Hermes] grasps the wand that causes sleep to fly. 1817 
SHELLEY Lev, /slam. x1. vii. 6, [cannot reach thee ! whither 
dost thou fly? 1875 Jowretr Plato (ed. 2) V. 73 He grows 
like evil men, and is compelled to fly from the company of 
the good. 

d. =Furr 5. (Said of a shadow, colour, etc.) 

1535 CovsrDALE Yo xiv. 2 He [man] flyeth as it were 
a shadowe. 1598 Suaxs. Merry W. 11. ii. 215 Loue like 
a shadow flies, when substahce Loue pursues. 1821 SHELLEY 
A donais lii, Heaven's light for ever shines, Karth’s shadows 
fly. a1861 Mrs, Browninc A/y Heart § Jf ii, As if such 
colors could not fly. 


e. ¢ravs.=YLEE 7 and 8. +} Zo fly the heels (see 


quot. 1727). 

1552 Latimer Sev. Third Sond. Epiph. Fruitful Serm. 
(1584) 312 b, Haue an earnest desire to leaue sinne, and to flye 
the same. 1583 Banincton Commandm. ix. (1637) 87 Flye to 
heare as thou wouldest flye to speake what tendeth vnto 
slaunder. 1635 A. Srarrorp em. Glory (1869) 54 Though 
he be ambitious of Dignities .. he seems to flie them. 1727 
Battey vol, II. s.v., To Fly the Heels .. a Term used of a 
Horse, when he obeys the Spur.. 1754 Cuaruam Left. 
Nephew iy. 27 Fly with abhorrence and contempt supersti- 
tion and enthusiasm. @1839 Praep Poems (1864) II. 241 
True pity. .flies the rich, it flies the vain. 

+f. To escape the notice of. Cf. FLEE 9. Obs.—? 


¢ 1611 Cuarman /éiad xv1. Comm., It flies all his translators 


and interpreters. 

Fly (flsi), v.2 Pa. t. and pa. pple. flied, flyed. 
[f. Fy 56.1 and 2.] 

l. a. zztr, To travel by a fly. b. trans. To 
convey in a fly. 

1836 Soutuey Let, fo Miss. K. Southey 25 Nov. (1856) IV. 
476 We flied. .over Quantock to Stowey. bid. 478 Poole 
Jtied us all the way to Sir ‘IT’. Acland’s Somersetshire seat. 

2. Printing. To do the office of a fly (see Fry 
56.1 6) or fly-boy to. Zo fly the frisket (see quot. 
1871). Zo fly the sheet: to lift it, by holding it at 
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one end, into the printing machine ; as opposed to 
stroking it in. Also, in U.S. (See quot. 1871). 

1871 Amer. Encycl. Print., Fly the Frisket, to turn down 
the frisket and tympan by the same motion. did. s.v. /*dy- 
boy, When. .it is requisite that boys should assist in taking 
the printed sheets, one by one, from the form or the press, 
this operation is called flying the sheets. 

3. In the Hardware trades: To stamp or cut out 
by means of a fly (Fy sd.2 51). Also with owt. 

Fly, obs. form of Fuay, Fury. 

Flyable (floiab’l), a. unting collog. [f. Fuy 
v.14 -ABLE.] That can be flown or leapt over. 

1893 Field 11 Feb. 188/3 An Irish bank is not ‘ flyable’. 


Fly-about, @. zonce-wd. Given to ‘ flying 
about.’ 

1799 Mrs. J. West Zale of Times I, 298 Your good sense 
will keep you from running wild, as many of our young 
fly-about travellers do. 

Fly-away, @. and sé. [f. vbl. phr. see Fy v.1] 

A. adj. Ready or apt to fly away. a. Of 
articles of dress: Streaming, loose, négligé. b. 
Of persons: Flighty, extravagant, volatile. 

Fly-away grass (U.S.), the Agrostis scaba, a common 
grass of North America, with a very loose light panicle. 
Also called haivgrass (Cent. Dict.). 

1775 5. J. Prarr Liberal Opin. (1783) 11. 230 His reducing 
the fly-away farmer’s daughters to a proper sense of their 
condition. 1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. v, Drest in such 
a free and fly-away fashion, that the long ends of his 
loose red neckcloth were streaming out behind him. 1848 
— Downbey x\, It was not easy to put her into a fly-away 
bonnet now. 1871 M. Co.uins J7g. § ALerch. ILI. v. 136 
Servant-girls with flyaway caps on their heads. 1891 Pad 
Mall G. 21 May 2/2 They have brought it home to the most 
flyaway supporter of the A.P.S. 

B. sé. One that flies away. Cf. vznaway. 

1838 Emerson JVat., Lit, Ethics Wks. (Bohn) II. 212 
Truth is such a flyaway, such a slyboots. 

b. Waut. A delusive appearance, of land, a 
mirage. Also gzast-proper name, Cafe Hlyaway. 

1867 in SmytH Sailor's Word-bk. 1883 in W. C. RusseLi 
Sailor's Lang. 

Fly-bane. [f. Fry 5d.1+ Bann] 

1. The popular name of various plants: (a) = 
CaTcHFLy ; (4) the ploughman’s spikenard (Zvezda 
Conyza) ; (c) (see quot. 1863). 

1597 GERARDE f/erbal Table Eng. names, Fliebane and 
his kinds, see catch Flie. 1819 Rees Cycl., Fly-bane, 
in Botany, see Sz/ene. 1861 Miss Pratt /Vlower. P2. III. 
300 Juula Conyza (Ploughman’s Spikenard)..possesses .. 
a valuable oil .. which is said to destroy insects; hence the 
plant is sometimes called Fly-bane. 1863 Prior Plané-n., 
flybane, from being used mixed with milk to kill flies. 
Agaricus muscarius L, 

. Poison for flies; in quot. the venom of spiders. 

1704 Swirt Batt. Bhs. 247 An over-weening Pride [in the 
Spider]..turns all into Excrement and Venom; producing 
nothing at last, but Fly-bane and a Cobweb. 

Fly’-bi:tten, #//. a. [f. as prec. + Brrren.] 

1. Bitten by flies; loosely used for: +a. Fly- 
specked; +b. Fiy-BLown; ec. Stung by flies. 

1597 SuHaAks. 2 fen, JV, u. i, 159 These Fly-bitten 
Tapistries. 1598 FLorio, A/da .. flie-bitten meate. 1884 
A. Grecory in Forti, Rev. Mar. 378 Their [Baggara Arabs’] 
wealth consists of herds of lean fly-bitten cattle, 

+2. =FLEA-BITTEN 2. Obs, 

1639 Dre Gray Compl, Horsem. 22. 

Fly’-blow, s/. [f. Fuy sd.1+ Brow sé.2] 

1. The egg deposited by a fly in the flesh of an 
animal, or the maggot proceeding therefrom. Also 
collect, JRarely the action of depositing the egg. 

1556 J. Hreywoop Spider § F. xliy. 229 This flie hath 
blown fliblowe in mine eare a pecke. 1688 R. Hoime 
Armoury wu. 467/1 Little long eggs called Fly blowes. 
1713 WARDER 77ue Amazons (ed, 2) 18 The Eggs..are 

. something bigger than the common Fly-blow. 1757 
Dyer Fleece 1. 579 Lest touch of busy fly-blows wound 
their skin. 1825 Ox Bull Baiting 1. Houlston Tracts I. 
xxvii. 8 Its poor wounds were all full of fly-blows. 

Jig. a@1680 Butter Rem. (1759) I. 425 He is.. produced 
out of..the Flyblows of the Rabble. 

attrib, 1606 [see FLy-BLown 1. fig. 1602]. 1856 Mrs. 
Browninc Aur. Leigh 1x. 378 No fly-blow gossip ever 
specked my life. 

. =By-BLow 3. 1875 Ourpa Signa I. viii. 140. 

Fly'-blow, v. [f. Fuy 5d.1 + Buow v.1; after 
next. | 

1. trans. Of the fly: To deposit eggs in (meat, 
etc.); hence, to corrupt secretly, taint. Chietly fig. 

1603 B. Jonson Seyanus v. x, Is not he blest That .. Can 
claw his subtle elbow, or with a buzze Fly-blow his eares. 
1610 RowLanps Martin Mark-all 13 If it were not for us, 
much good meate would be in danger of Fly-blowing. 
1678 B. R. Let. Pop. Friends 7 If we cannot wound the 
Government mortally, lets Fly-blow it with Scandals and 
Suspicions. 1795 Sournry Foan of Arc x. 77 Court vermin 
that..fly-blow the king’s ear, and make him waste.. his 
people’s wealth. 1813 T. Moore Let. in Mem, (1853) I. 3409 
A whole swarm of imitators .. will completely fly-blow all 
the novelty of my subject. : 2 

2, intr. (or absol.) Of flies : To deposit their eggs. 

1735 Pore £p, Lady 28 So morning Insects..Shine, buzz, 
and fly-blow in the setting-sun. 

Fly-blown (floiblown), AA/. a. [f. Fuy sd.1+ 
Biown ffi. a.] 

1. Full of fly-blows; tainted, putrid, impure. 

1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 138 Flyblowen fleshe 
comm not inmymesse, 1612 WessteR White Devil v. iii, 
A dead fly-blown dog. 1692 BenrLey Boyle Lect. iv. 137 





FLY-BY-NIGHT. 


The Manna was fly-blown. 178x CowrEr Convers. 676 
Fly-blown flesh, whereon the maggot feeds. 

jig. a1g29 Sxecton Reflyc. Wks. 1862 II. 234 Agaynst 
whiche..flyblowen opynions..I purpose for to reply. 1602 
ond Pt. Return/r. Pernass. wu. iv.1412 His fliblowne[ed, 1606 
(Arb. p. 46) fliblow] sonnettes. 1692 E. WALKER Epictetus’ 
Mor. (1737) xxxi, By each Fly-blown Fool cares'd. 1860 
Tuackrray Loved i, Wherever fly-blown reputations were 
assembled. ; 

2. slang. a. Intoxicated, drunk. b. Australian. 
‘Cleaned-out’; without a penny. 

1877 ¥udy 18 May 236 (Farmer) The officer... hinted that 
he was slightly ‘flyblown’, 1889 Star 3 Jan. (Farmer), Our 
diggers..get on the spree and come back fly-blown. 

Fly-boat (floibout). Forms: 6 flie-bote, flee- 
boate, flibote, 7 fly(e)boat(e, 7— fly-boat. [app. 
ad. Du. vilzeboot, originally denoting one of the 
small boats used on the V/ze or channel leading 
out of the Zuyder Zee, afterwards applied in ridicule 
to the small vessels used against the Spaniards by 
the Gueux de mer (1572); the word has passed 
into several European langs.: F. fZzbot, Sp. flibote, 
Ger. flieboot. But in Eng. it was very early asso- 
ciated with Fiy v.1, and this is prob. the source of 
sense 4. Sense 3, belonging esp. to Shetland, may 
be a distinct word, representing ON. /ley; cf. 
ONorthumb. /ége, perh. adopted from ON.] 

+1. A fast-sailing vessel used chiefly in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: a. for rapid 
transport of goods, etc., esp. in the coasting trade ; 
Obs. exc. spec. a Dutch flat-bottomed boat ;= 


FLIGHT 12a, 

1577 Dre Relat. Spir. 1. (1659) 33 Our Fisher-boat his 
sayl-yard and sayl was entangled on the Maynyard of the 
Fly-boat. 1588 W2l/s Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1860) II. 182 Paid 
to the fliebote, for freight of cxxx last of rye. 1698 FRoGER 
Voy. 140 A small Fly-boat of forty Tunn.. laden with 
Tobacco, Bacon, and Meal for Barbadoes. 1733 P. Linpsay 
Interest Scot. 133 Our merchants might build..large Hag- 
boats and Fly-boats from 3 to 600 ‘Tons, for the bulky trade. 
1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1776) /ly-boat, or LHlight, 
a large flat-bottom’d Dutch vessel, whose burthen is 
generally from four to six hundred tons. 

Jig. 1602 Marston Axt. § JZel. 1. v, Here’s such a com- 
panie of flibotes, hulling about this galleasse of greatnesse, 
that there’s no boarding him. 1664 J. Witson Cheats tv. 
iv. Dram. Wks. (1874) 79 She’s [landlady] a pretty fly-boat ; 
two men won't sink her ! » ; 

+b. for warlike purposes, voyages of discovery, 
etc.; a kind of frigate. Ods. exc. Hist. 

1sgo Nasure Pasguil’s Afol. 11 He was built but for 
a Flie-boate, to take and leaue, when the skyrmish is too 
hote for him to tarrie. 1673 Loud. Gaz. No. 758/4 This 
Caper is a Flyboat of two tire of Guns, carrying inall, as we 
suppose, 32. 1752 Carte //zs¢. Lng. 11. 539 The Flushingers 
-.put a number of Fly-boats to sea and seized all ships 
coming from Spain. 1868 St. Joun Life Raleigh 1, 257. 

+2. A small boat, esp. a ship’s boat. Oés. 

1598 FLorio, /zsta, a pinace or Fliebote, 1688 LutrrELL 
Brief Rel, (1857) 1. 473 Some of our ships, since the passing 
by the Dutch fleet, have pickt up a small fly boat or two 
belonging to them. 1820 Scorr AZonast. xxix, While the 
humble fly-boat carries to shore those friends. 

+3. A fishing boat used in Shetland, a buss. Ods. 

1614 T. GentLteman Eng. Way to Wealth in Hari. Misc. 
(Malh.) III. 239 Fly-boats. .ride at anchor all the season at 
Shetland. 1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Merch. 24 Another 
fleete of Fisher-men (called Flyboats), 1794 Rigging § Sca- 
manship \, 242 plate, Herring Buss or Fly Boat. 

4, a. A swift passage boat used on canals. b. 
See quot. 1893. 

1841 S. C. Hatt Jveland (1843) II. 275 Voyaging part of 
the way in one of the ‘Fly-boats’. 1841-56 S. C. Brees 
Gloss. Civ. Engin. s. v. Canal, Slow boats 24 miles per hour 
.-Fly boats 4 miles. 1893 Labour Comtmission Gloss. s. v. 
Boats, /ly-Boats. .barges of unusual length and of a narrow 
construction, drawing a very small amount of water. 

5. Comb., as fly-boat-built adj. 

1688 CLayton Virginia i. in Phil. Trans. XVII. 782 We 
Sail’d in the Ship Judith..’twas Fly-boat built, about 200 or 
250 Tuns. 

Fly:-boy. [f. Fuy sd. and 2 + Boy.] 

Ll. Printing =¥ Ly sb.' 0b. 

1841 [see Fiy sd.) 6b]. 1871 Amer. Encycl. Print., Ply- 
Boy, a boy who takes off the sheet from the tympan as the 
pressman turns it up. 

2. A boy who sells fly-papers. 

1851 Maynew Lond. Labour (1861) 111, 28 I'm the only 
reg’lar fly-boy. _ 

Fly’-by-night. [f. the vbl. phrase.] 

1. One who flies by night; one addicted to noc- 
turnal excursions. Also s/ang, One who defrauds 
his landlord or creditors by decamping in the 
night. 

1796 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue (ed. 3) s.v. You old 
fly-by-night ; an ancient term of reproach to an old woman, 
signifying that she was a witch. 1822 T. L. Peacock 


Maid Marian iii. 191 Would you have her married to a 


wild fly-by-night that accident made an earl and nature 
a deer-stealer? 1823 ‘Jon Ber’ Slang, Mly-by-night, run- 
aways who leave empty houses, 1894 Daily News 23 Oct. 
4/7 The majority of the race [of moths] are fly-by-nights. 

attrib, 1810 W. Compr Devil upon Two Sticks (1817) VI. 
73 The Fly by Night Club’, whose symbol is an owl. 

2. =FLy sb.4 3b. b. Maut. (See quot.) 

1818 Sporting Mag. Il. 6 A species of carriage, which in 
Gloucestershire, goes by the name of ‘I'ly-by-Night’. 1867 
Smytu Satlor’s Word-bk., Fly-by-night, a sort of square-sail, 
ees studding-sail, used in sloops when running before the 
wind. 


FLY-CATCHER. 


Fly‘-catcher. [f. Fry sd.1+ Carcuer.] 

1. a. One who catches flies. b. A contrivance 
for catching flies. 

a. 1600 CorNWALLYEs Zs, xix, To be of Domitians sect, 
a Fly-catcher. 1692 R. L’Estrance Fadles cclviii. 225 The 
Swallow was a Fly-Catcher as well as the Spider. 1887 
Pall Mall G. 5 Nov. 2/2 ‘The fly-catcher’, as he [Darwin] 
was known to the crew, was a prime favourite. 

Jig. 1708 Morreux Rabelais v. xv. (1737) 61 Ye scurvy 
Fly-catchers you! [7.e. lawyers]. 1889 Daily News 5 Feb. 
5/3 The quidnuncs and flycatchers. 

b. 1848 Harpy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club I. No. 6. 321 
This implement is much used in Cornwall, where it is called 
the ‘fly-catcher’, 1855 ANNe Manninc Old Chelsea Bun-ho. 
vi. 9x After Tea .. my Mother began to snip a Fly-catcher. 

2. A bird that catches flies; in England, usually 
one of the genus Muscicapa, esp. MZ. grisola; in 
America, usually one of the genus Zyrannus, T. 
Carolinensis or T. piptre. 

1678 Ray Ornith. 158 Muscicapa, the flycatcher. 1777 
G. Forster Voy. round World V1, 358 Several sorts of 
pigeons, parroquets, and fly-catchers, 1833 Se_sy in Proc. 
Berw. Nat. Club I. No. 1. 20 The spotted flycatcher 
(Muscicapa grisola). 1845 Darwin Voy, Nat. x. (1852) 137 
The plaintive note of a white-tufted tyrant-flycatcher. 1869 
W. P. Turnsutt Birds EL. Pennsylu. 21 Least Flycatcher, 
Empidonax minimus. 1882 Harvy in Proc. Berw. Nat. 
Club TX. No. 3. 440 The rare pied flycatcher (Zuscicapa 


atricapilla). 
3. a. A spider that catches flies. b. A plant 


that catches flies ;= FLY+TRAP 2. 

1750 G. Hucues Barbadoes 91 The Fly-Catcher. .is of the 
Spider-kind. 1863 Kincstry Water-Bab, 13 A spring... 
which soaks up..in the bog, among red fly-catchers. c¢ 1865 
Lp. Broucuam in Circ. Sc. I. Introd. Disc. 22 The Afusci- 
pula, Ily-trap, or Fly-catcher ..has small prickles in the 
inside of two leaves. 

Flydge, obs. form of FLEDGE a. 

Fly--dung, sé. [f. Fry sd.1+ Dune sb.] The 
excrement of the fly, usually of the house-fly. 

1855 CLarKE Dict., /ly-dirt, flydung. 

Fly'-dung, 7. Dyeing. [f. Fuy sb.1+ Dune v.] 
trans. In the process of dyeing with madder: To 
subject for the first time to the process of ‘dunging’ : 
see Dunc v. Also Comd. as fly-dung bath, cistern. 
Hence Fly’-dunging w0/. sd, 

The name is said to be due to the fact that the object of 
in the dyeing. 

1860 Hiccin in Ure Dict. Arts (ed. 5) I. 531 The first 
[dunging process] is called fly-dunging. Ibid., The fly- 
dung cistern. 1876 Paton in Lucycl. Brit. lV. 687/2 Im- 
mediately after the fly-dunging the goods are washed and 
submitted toa second dunging. 1883 Bleaching, Dycing § 
Calico-Print. iii. 73 The fly-dung bath. 

Flyer, flier (floier). Forms: 5 flyare, 6 Sv. 
fliear, 9 dal. fleer, 5—flier, 6-flyer. [f. Fiy 
v.t+-uR1. The forms flyer, fzer are both in good 
mod. use; in our recent quots. /yer is more common, 
notwithstanding the analogy of crzer, drier, trier.] 

1. A living thing (e. g. a bird or insect) that pro- 
pels itself with wings; often preceded by some 
qualifying adj., as hzgh, etc. 

c1440 Pronep. Parv. 167/1 Flyare, volator. 1556 J. Hry- 
woop Sider § J. 1x. 35 A creper with spiders, and a flier 
with flise. 1686 W. pe Britains Hum. Prud. vi. 27 Those 
of the Weakest Wing are commonly the highest Flyers. 1732 
Law Serious C. xi. 168 Suppose a man. .studying night and 
day how to fly.. where-ever you see an ambitious man, there 
you see this vain and senseless Flyer. 1775 Wuite in Pv. 
Trans. LXV. 260 In a day or two more they become flyers. 
1816 Kirpy & Sp. Extomiol. (1828) II. xxiii. 355 There are 
three classes of fliers in this order. 1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. 
i, (1873) 17 Birds breeding on precipices, and good fliers, are 
unlikely to be exterminated. 

jig. 1601 Cornwattyes Ess. x, I am now come from 
conversing with Princes, great spirits, and high fliers, 1667 
Perrys Diary 27 Feb., He is not so high a flyer as Mr. 
Chichley. : : ‘ : : 
b. Something that flies or is carried by the air. 
+(a) A volatile spirit (oés.). (6) The petals of 
hops when they become detached. 

1471 Rirtey Compl. Alch. Ep. Edw. IV, xxix. in Ashm, 
(1652) 116 Till the same of the fixed by the same of the flier 
be over-gone. 188x WuiteHEaD /fofs ii. 14 They [hops] 
soon ‘go off’, and the petals of the flower cones become 
disintegrated, or ‘ flyers’ in the pickers’ parlance. : 

2. One who or that which moves with exceptional 
speed, e.g. a fish, horse, ship, ete. 

1795 Netson in Nicolas Disp. (1845) I. 50 Our flyers 
were able to get near them, but not nearer than half gun- 
shot, 1861 Wuyte Metyitie AZkt. “arb, x. (ed. 12) 76 
Grooms with led horses are overtaken by their masters, and 
We recognize many a well-known flyer. 1867 F. I'rancis 
Angling ix. (1880) 314 He [a fish] was a regular flier.. He 
took out clear, without stopping for a second, over one 
hundred yards of line. 1887 Turr & Facan 1st Year 
Silken Reign vii. 129 The. .coach, achieved for itself an en- 
viable reputation asa ‘ flyer ’ of the first order. 

3. Applied to mechanical contrivances that have 
a quick revolution, 

a. An appliance for regulating the motion of a 
roasting-jack, I 

1674 Fairrax Bulk § Selv. 125 A Jack, by being only 
wown up, without thripping the. flyer. 1706 Swirr Baucis 
& Philemon 7 The Flyer. .'Turn'd round so quick, you scarce 
cou’d see’t. 1806-7 J. Beresrorp Afiseries Hum, Life 
(1826) xvi. 95 Spinning like the flyer of a jack. 

+b. One of the vanes used in an early form of 


ship’s log. Ods, Cf. Fy 50.2 5h, 


the first dunging is to get rid of the ‘flies’ or irregularities - 
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17z9 H. De Saumarez in Phil. Trans. XXXVI. 47 The 
four Iron Fins, or Flyers. .These Flyers are so contrived as 
to have full Play in any Motion of the Boat. 

+e. =FLY-WHEEL. Obs. 

178x Warr Patent in Muirhead Mech. Invent. Watt III. 
52 In order that the said motion may be more regular, I fix 
to or upon the shaft or axis FML..a heavy wheel or flyer. 

d. A sail of a windmill; also 7. ‘the fan-wheel 
on the vane of a windmill cap which rotates the 
latter as the wind veers’ (Knight). 

1790 Mrs. WHEELER Westimld. Dial. (1821) 97 Paur man 
wur ath fleers, en raund it went. a@1848 Mrs. Marcer 
Seasons (ed. 5) IV. ii. 35 That mill with the great fliers, that 
the wind pushes round. 

e. That part of a spinning machine which twists 
the thread as it conducts it to and winds it upon 
the bobbin. Cf. FLy 50.2 5 f. 

1831 G. R. Porter Si/k Manuf. 201 At each extremity of 
the flyer an eye is formed..The thread from the bobbin is 
passed through both these eyes. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. 
Educ. VV. 356/2 The flyer..winds it upon the bobbin, 

f. The winder of a balling machine. 

1869 J. H. Wesster in Lng. Mech. 31 Dec. 387/2 The 
‘flyer’.. winds the string on to the mandrel. 

4. In various uses, related to senses of the vb. 

+a. pl. ? The fringe or tassels of a curtain. Ods. 

1577 Wills §& Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1836) 414, lij payer of 
courtings withe the flyers of saye. 1580 /déd, One payer of 
say hingers with fleers. 

b. f/. Steps forming a straight flight; opposed 
to wesders. 

1667 Primatr City & C. Build. 66 Flyers and winders .. 
are plain, and triangular Steps without any Landing place. 
1703 T. N. City § C. Purchaser 248 Straight Stairs. always 
fly, and never Wind, and therefore are by some call’d 
Flyers. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ, 1. 329/2 Straight stairs 
are called //yers. 

e. Printing. (See quot.) Also #/. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1, 895/2 Flyer, a vibratory rod 
with fingers which take the sheet of paper from the tapes 
and carry it to the delivery table, the sheet resting flatly 
against the flyer-fingers by the resistance of the air. 1888 
Encycl. Brit. XXIII. 706. 

d. U.S. A small handbill or fly-sheet. 

1889 Lit. World (U.S.) 21 Dec. 485/2 Inserting gaily- 
colored advertising fliers in the body of the magazine. 

5. A flying jump or leap; a flight. In quot. fg. 

1883 R. Granr Wuite W. Adams 51 Haven’t we taken 
rather a flyer? What has all this to do with Mrs. Trollope? 

b. Hence, U.S. ‘A speculative investment: ap- 
plied to a purchase of stock by one not a regular 
buyer, in hope of immediate profit’ (Cent. Dict.). 

1886 Pall Mall G. 26 Aug. 11/1 He..turned to the Wall- 
street news to see how much he had already made on his 
flyer. 1888 New Princeton Rev. V. 328 The temptation to 
take a flyer in thé market. 

6. slang. (See quots.) 

az7oo B.E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Flyers, Shoes. 1851 May- 
HEW Lond, Labour (1861) Il. 34 A ‘ flyer’, that is, a shoe 
soled without having been welted. 

7. One who runs away; a fugitive;=FLEEr. 
+ Also, one who flies or shuns; an avoider of. 

c¢1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 308 Here is a bag fulle, 
lokys..Of flytars, of flyars, and renderars of reffys. 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 440 As hapnis oft .. ane greit 
braggar to be fund a fliear. @ 1633 Lennarp tr. Charron’s 
IWisd. 1. xxxvi. § 1 (1670) 111 Timon that hater and flyer of 
the company of men. 1648 L7kon Bas. (1662)127 Nowthe 
Fliers from .. their Places carry the Parliamentary power 
along with them. 1751 R. Patrock P. Wilkins (1884) II. 
xxi. 254, I..let the flyers know I should soon give fire. 
1871 FREEMAN Worm. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 117 The Norman 
horsemen followed on the fliers, slaying and taking captives. 

Flyer, obs. f. FLEER. 

Fly‘-fish, v. [A back-formation from Fry- 
FISHING vO/. 5b.] intr. To fish with a fly (natural 


or artificial) as bait. 

1755 JouNsON s.v., To Fdy/ish. v.n., to angle with a hook 
baited with a fly. 1869 S. Witperrorce Diary Sept. in 
Life (1882) III. 303 Fly-fished with Bishop of Rochester. 
188r Miss Brappon One Thing Needful xviii, [He] had 
passed them..wandering with his rod, fly-fishing. 

Hence Fly’-fishing £//. a. So Fly’-fisher, one 
who practises fly-fishing. Also Fly-fitsherman. 

1787 Best (¢it/e), The Complete Fly-Fisher. 1834 Mepwin 
Angler in Wales 1. 39 Amongst the most expert fly-fishers, 
no one was perfectly satisfied. 1858 Saz, Kev. V. 393/2 A 


fly-fishing, horse-loving..man. 
Fly--fishing, v4/. sd. [f. Fuy sd.1] Fishing 


with a fly (whether natural or artificial). 

1653 Watton Angler iy. 115, I promised to tell you more 
of the Flie-fishing fora Trout. 1741 Compl. Fam. Piece un. 
ii. 335 In Fly-fishing observe to have always the Wind on 
your Back. 1818 Scorr Hrt. Mid, xxxii, There was 
nought to be done wi’ fly-fishing. 1887 Miss Brappon Like 
§ Unlike i, You must be fond of fly-fishing. 

attrib, 1834 Mrepwin Angler in Wales 11. 147 When the 
fly-fishing season is over. 

Fly-flap. Also 7 -flop. [f. Fry 56.1 + Far sd.] 

1. An instrument for driving away flies. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 167/x Fly flappe. .auscarium, 1562 
J. Hreywoop Prov. §& Efpigr. (1867) 153 Thy toung is a flie 
flap. 1632 RANDotrH Fealous Lovers 1. iii. Wks, (1875) 94, 
I said..that you had a brow Hung o’er your eyes like fly- 
flaps. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) V. 2044 Both sexes make 
use of the fan, or fly-flap. 1837 WuEELwnricnt tr. d7isto- 
Phanes 1. 297 Erect Holding his leather fly-flap. 

jig. 1607 ‘lournEUR Rev. Trag. v. i. Wks. 1878 II. 129 
Ah, the fly-flop of vengeance beate’em to peeces! @ 1683 
Oxpuam Ws. (1686) 55 How Fly-Flap of Church-Censure 
Houses rid Of Insects. : 
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+2. A stroke with a fly-flap ; (in quot.) /ig., an 
adroit manoeuvre, a cunning prank. Ods. 

@1735 Arsutunor A7isc. Wks. (1751) I. 67 Not to forget 
the Quibbles and Fly-flaps he played against his Adversaries. 
_P The alleged sense = Frip-riap 3 a (see quot. 1676 there) 
is based on a mistake of Strutt (Sports § Past. U1. Vv. 175). 

Fly--flap, v. [f. prec.] 

1. ¢rans. Vo strike with a fly-flap ; to beat, whip. 

1620 SHELTON Quzx. II. Ix. 4o5 I giue you my word 
to beat my selfe and fly-flappe mee when I haue a dis- 
position to it. 1627 Lisander & Cal. vit. 123, 1 must call 
my husband to fly-lap you. 1707 J. Srevens tr. Quevedo's 
Com. Wks. (1709) 209, | was Fly-flap’d. 1796 Grose Dict. 
Vulg. Tongue (ed. 3), HUiflapped, whipt in the stocks, or at 
the cart’s tail. ‘ 

2. intr. To drive away flies with a fly-flap. 

Hence Fly--flapping vé/. sb. and pp/. a. 

1797 Edit, Mag. May 344 Beelzebub, or the Lord of Flies 
--whom I must renounce with all his works, even that of 
fly-flapping. 188z Miss Brappon Asff. III. 204 There 
seemed to be nobody about save the fly-flapping boys. 

Fly’-flapper. [f. prec. vb.+-rR+.] 

1, One who drives away flies with a fly-flap. 

a166r Futter Worthies (1840) II. 503 Jupiter the flie- 
flapper. 1829 Marryat /. MWildmay xvi, That fellow is 
only fit for fly-flapper at a pork shop! 1891 Hatt Caine 
Scapegoat xxiv, Beside him walked the fly-flappers. 

Jig. 1810 James Mil. Dict. (ed. 3) Suppl. “ly-lapper, 
a figurative term alluding to any person who being in the 
confidence of another, keeps off impertinent intruders. 

= FLY-FLAP I. 

1749 Bre. Lavincton Euthus. Method. § Papists (1754) 
1. 90 If a Fly-flapper be held up to blow it off. 1859 
Darwin Orig, Spec. vi. (1878) 133 The tail ofa giraffe, which 
serves as a fly-flapper 
Jig. 1843 Cospen Sfeeches 19 Oct. (1870) I. 103 The men 
of Manchester, who, by these fly-flappers, have managed to 
rouse them into a little activity. 

Flygge, obs. form of FLEDGE a. 

Flyghe, -3e, obs. forms of Fay. 

Flying (flaiin), vd/. 5b. [f. Fy v.1+-1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb. FLy, in various senses. 

1548 Hatt Chrou., Edw. IV, (an. 9) 209 b, The fame was 
spred of kynge Edwardes flyenge. ¢1565 Linpesay (Pits- 
cottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 113 Great slaughter was made .. 
in the flyings of the timber. 1605 SHaxs. Lear u. iv. gt 
The images of reuolt and flying off. «1679 T, Goov- 
win O67. Fustifying Faith u. ii. Wks. 1697 1V. u. 76 A 
flying to him that is gracious. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
147 The flying off, or else winding of these Steps will vary. 
1801 Strutt Sforts §& Past. 1. ii. 23 The training and flying 
of hawks became one of the essentials in the education of a 
young man of rank. 

2. concr. in pl. (see quot. 1893.) 

1888 R. Beaumont Woollen §& Worsted Cloth Manuf. 57 
Otherwise they cast off a lot of loose fibres as ‘flyings’. 
1893 Labour Commission Gloss., Flyings, short fibres thrown 
out from the wool on to the sides of the carding machine. 

3. attrib.as flying-machine; also flying country, 
county (Hunting), one that affords opportunity 
for long unbroken runs; flying fence, one that 
must be taken at a flying leap; flying time, the 
time when a hawk is in condition to be flown. 

1615 LatHam Falconry (1633) 40 You cease and leaue off 
from all those .. obseruations of the flying time. 1856 
Waytr Metvitte Kate Cov. xii, Leicestershire, North- 
amptonshire, and other so-called ‘flying counties’. 1881 L. 
Wacner Pantomimes 57 The manipulation of flying 
machines, or other contrivances whereby [etc.]. 1883 
Standard 19 May 3/3 Viscount looked fitted for a flying 
country. 1883 E. Penneci-Ecmuirst Crean: Leicestersh. 
tro Honest flying fences, big enough to extend a good 
hunter, be ‘ 

Flying (floiin), 47. a. [f. Puy vl + -1ne?,] 
That flies, in senses of the vb. 

1. That moves through the air with wings. Some- 
times with modifying word prefixed, as H1GH- 
FLYING. 

c1000 AEirric Gram. ix. (Z.) 44 Uolucer, fleogende. 1398 
Trevisa Barth De P. R. v. liv. (1495) 171 The popyniay 
and the pellycan amonge fleeng fowles fede theimself with 
the fote. a1577 GascoiGne Dan Barth. xviii, The highest 
flying hauke will stoupe at laste. 1611 Bist /sa. xiv. 29 His 
fruite shall be a fierie flying serpent. 1667 Mitton ?. L. 
1. 643 So seem’d Farr off the flying Fiend. 1732 Pore 
Ep. Cobham 96 In Man, the judgment shoots at flying 
game, A bird of passage! 1886 A. WINCHELL Walks Geol. 
Field to A menagerie of curious beasts, and crawling and 
creeping and flying things. j 

b. In names of insects, as flying-buck-beetle, 
-glow-worm. Also of fish, reptiles, quadrupeds, 
etc., which by means of special appendages are 
able to make movements resembling flight; as 
Joring-frog, -gecko, -gurnard, -herring, -lemur, 
-lisard, -marmot, -phalanger, -squid. Also flying- 
dog, a kind of -vampire-bat; flying hart, stag 
=Fr. cerf-volant, a stag-beetle. Also Fryine- 


FISH, -FOX, -SQUIRREL. ; 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 712 Lucciole.. may be the Flying- 


- Glo-worm. 1676 Phil. Trans. X1. 652 A kind of large 


flying Beetle..with a huge pair of horns .. Our people in 
Virginia .. calling it a Flying Hart, 1688 CLAyron idid. 
XVIII. 126 Another little green Frog, that will leap pro- 
digiously, which they therefore call the Flying Frog. 1711 
Ibid. XXVI1I1. 350 Another strange one,which they call Ololo, 
and comes next to our Corvus [read Cervus] volans,or Flying 
Buckbeetle. 1765 H. Timpertaxe Merz. 46 Of insects, the 
flying stag is almost the only one worthy of notice. 1796 
Stepman Surinam II, xxii. 142 The vampire. .of Guiana.. 
is also called the flying-dog of New Spain, 1840 F. D. 
Bennett Whaling Voy. 1. 269 The flying-squid rose from 


FLYING. 


the sea in large flocks, 1854 OweN in Circ. Sc. (1865) II. 
62/2 The flying lizard (Draco volans). 1879 Encycl. Brit. 
IX. 352 The other (Z-xoca-tus) has been called Flying Her- 
ring. 1883 Frower ibid. XV. 401 Galeopithecus volans.. 
The Flying Lemur of Linnzeus. 1884 Long. Mag. Mar. 
523 Flying gurnards. 

ec. fig. + lying pension (see quot.). 

e1770 H. Watrote Mem. Geo. ITT (1845) 1. xxiv. 337 In 
the meantime Sandwich obtained what was called a flying 
pension, that is, it was to commence if he lost his place. | 

da. Flying horse, mare, a certain throw in 
wrestling. 

1713 Sir T. Parxyns /2n-Play (1714) 41 Flying Horse. 
[Described at length.] 1754 Foorr Anights 1. Wks. 1799 
1. 67 We don’t wrestle after your fashion..we all go upon 
close hugs or the flying mare. 1823 in ‘ Jon Ber’ Slang. 

2. That passes (wswally, that passes quickly) 
through the air. 

1535 CoverDALE Yob xiii. 25 Wilt thou be so cruell and 
extreme unto a flyenge leaf. 1563 W. FuLKe Meteors (1640) 
7 b, A flying, shuting, or falling star. 1632 Lirucow Trav. 
u. 6r A backe-sounding eccho of fiery flying shots. 1656 
Cow ery in Roxd. Ball. VII. 449 Martha took the flying 
Ball. 1789 Trans. Soc. Encourag. Arts VII. 54 A very 
flat, loose, flying, sandy coast. 1811 W. J. Hooker /celand 
(1813) II. 187 The flying sands from the eastern country. 

+b. Old Chem.=VOUAtiLE. Obs. 

1471 Riptey Compl. Adch. vi. in Ashm. (1652) 161 Spyrits 
whych fleyng are. : ; 

&. Floating loosely, fluttering, waving. Hence 
in wider sense, Attached so as to have freedom of 
movement, hanging loose. flying jib, ‘a light 
sail set before the jib, on the ying 72b-boom’. 

1607 Marxuam Cavadl. u. 54 This flying Trench is to be 
made in all proportion like a plain full english Snaffle. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 347 To spread the flying 
Canvass for the Fleet. 1794 Rigging & Seamanship 1. 239 
They carry..a flying topsail. 1832 Marryat JV. /orster xii, 
Their flying jib-booms were .. pointed over the taffrails of 
their predecessors. 1849 Curzon Visits Monast. 4 A red 
cap, a jacket with flying sleeves. 1859 Gutiick & Timss 
Paint. 201 To give lightness to ‘ flying drapery’. : 

b. In fig. phrase, (Zo come off, out of it) with 
fiying colours: with outward signs of success and 
victory. Cf. CoLour sd, 7d, and ComE v. 61 f. 

1706-7 Farquyar Beaux’ Strat. 1. i, We came off with 
flying colours, 1887 Jessor A rcady ii. 63 The tenant farmers 
..do they come out of it with any flying colours? 

te. Under or with a flying seal (=F. sous cachet 
volant): said of a letter with a seal attached but 
not closed, so that it may be read by a person who 
is requested to forward it to its destination. 

1638 W. Perkins in Lismore Papers Ser. 1. (1888) IV. 15 
He .. prayeth yt your lordship would be pleased to send 
y* your order vp to him, with a flyinge seale. 1811 WELLING- 
ton in Gurw. Desf. VII. 540, I enclose the letter which 
I neve written to the Prince Regent under a flying 
seal. 

4. That passes or travels swiftly, that passes by 
rapidly or rushes along; rapid. Jlying leap: a 
running jump. flying handicap, mile: one in 
which the starting-post is passed at full speed. 

1658 tr. Bereerac’s Satyr. Char. ix. 30 He got to the 
flying River side. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 11. 316 O'er 
th’ Elean Plains, thy well-breath’d Horse Impels the flying 
Carr. 1701 Rowr Amd, Step-Moth, w. i. 1794 Each minute 
of the flying Hours is precious. 1704 Pore Windsor For. 
158 Earth rolls back beneath the flying steed. 1807 CRABBE 
Par. Reg. ut.(1810) 31 Of men And manners treating with 
a flying pen. 1871 L. StepHen Playgr. Eur. viii. (1894) 
187 A large crevasse. . forcing us totakea flyingleap. @ 1893 
Westm. Gaz. 13 Oct. 5/3 Windle has done the ‘ flying’ mile 
in t min. 56 4-5 secs. 1894 Daily News 21 May 7/1 The 
Flying Handicap I shall leave to Moonflower. 

+b. esp. in flying post, a post travelling by relays 
of horses, an express. Also (17-18the.) in flying 
coach (also machine, carriage, etc.), the ordinary 
designation for a swift stage coach; flying packet, 
a packet sent by ‘ flying post’. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI, (an. 38) 177 Richarde Duke of 
Yorke. . by. .flieng postes,was advertised of the great victorie. 
1669 Woop Zz/e (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 153, 1669 Apr. 5— 
M(onday) flying coaches set up. 1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 
2009/1 Last Night..a Flying Pacquet..brought us the.. 
News of the Death of our Late Gracious Soveraign. 1705 
HEARNE Collect. 29 Sept., On the 19th came by a Flying 
Post a Pacquet from Court. 1741 RicHarpson Pamela 
(1824) I. 222 She had set out in the flying-coach. 1769 Public 
Advertiser 25 Sept. 4/2 One of the flying Machines from 
this City to London. 1849 Macautay Hzst. Eng. 1. 378 At 
the close of the reign of Charles II, flying carriages ran 
thrice a week from London to all the chief towns. 

c. Passing, flitting; hasty, transient; esf. of a 
trip or visit, Also, Rapidly constructed, temporary. 

1763 Phil. Trans. LILI. 259 This indeed was a flying ob- 
servation, or taken, as the French would say, ex passant. 
1806 T. Jerrerson Wit. (1830) IV. 52 Mr. Beckley then 
supposed he should take a flying trip to London. 1844 
J. W. Croker in C. Papers 7 July, I shall probably pay a 
flying visit to town.. before the session is over. 1857 C’TEss 
Canninc in Hare Two Noble Lives (1893) Il. 332 The 
superintendent of telegraphs... goes to lay down a flying 
line to Lucknow if possible. 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 
286 A Carthaginian army..made flying expeditions to other 
parts. 1879 B. Tayitor Stud. Germ. Lit. 168 It is impossible 
- now, to give even a flying explanation. 

. d. Ail. and Naval. (Sometimes with mixture of 
sense 5 ; all the expressions are from Fr.) Said of 
a body of troops, or a squadron of ships, designed 
and organized for rapid movement, as in flying 


tarny, brigade, column, > fleet, hospital, party, 
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squadron. Flying artillery: a corps trained to 
rapid evolutions. lying camp: see CAmp 2b. 
Flying sap (see quot. 1876), Also FLYING-BRIDGE. 

1665 Maney Grofius’ Low C. Warres 391 With a flying 
Brigade marching out of Antwerp. 1667 Pepys Diary 28 
Feb., We do intend to keep but a flying fleete this year. 
1667 Lond. Gaz. No. 181/3 The Flying Army that has been 
so long designed, will be speedily formed. 1702 Rowe 

Tamer. \. i. 116 He... like a Storm swept with his flying 
Squadrons all the Plain. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4690/2 A 
flying Party will encamp in the Neighbourhood. 1809 
WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf.V. 90 The stores belonging to the 
Flying Artillery. 1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 
624 The flying columns which go out from Aldershot. /é¢d. 
636 For moving columns. . flying hospitals are organized. 1876 
VoyLe Mil. Dict., Flying sap, a sap formed by placing and 
filling several gabions at the same time..Also applied to 
the usual formation of the second parallel in the attack. 

transf, 1670 G. H. Hist. Cardinals u. 1. 161 He manag’d 
himself so with his flying Squadron, that it gave no little 
disgust to the Crowns. 1872 Daily News 22 Aug., A 
‘flying brigade’.. has been formed to examine tickets at 
unexpected stations. 

5, That flies about. 

a. Of a tale, rumour, etc.: Circulating without 
definite authority. lying sheet: a leaflet printed 
for distribution broadcast. 

1425 Paston Lett. No. 5 1. 20, I. .never hadde tydinges of 
this matier, but by seyd lettres and other fleyng tales. 1582 
N. Licneriecp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. \xxiii. 150 
This was but a fleeing newes. 1630 Lp. Duncarvan in 
Lismore Papers Ser. u. (1888) III. 157 There was a flying 
report heere that [etc.]. 1682 Bunyan Holy War 4o, I hope 
they are but flying stories. 1769 Burke Late St, Nat. Wks. 
II. 10 The light squadrons of occasional pamphlets and flying 
sheets. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. IV. 374 There had 
been flying rumours that a Lord Keeper..would soon be 
appointed. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. I. liii. 322 One 
must trust to a variety of flying and floating sources. 

+b. Of a person’s mind: Volatile, unsettled. 

1509 Barciay Shyp of Folys (1874) 1. 177 Wytles men of 
fleynge mynde. 

+e. Of ahound: Apt to ‘fly about’; not steady. 

1684 R.H. School Recreat.13 Bring them abroad with the 
.. best Hunting Hounds: (all babling and flying Curs being 
left at home), . i 

d. Of pains: Passing irregularly fiom one part 
of the body to another; migratory. 

1805 W. Saunpers Miz. Waters 199 The internal use of 
Bath water in flying pains and weaknesses of the limbs. 

e. Itinerant. /lying stationer (slang): see quot. 

1796 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue (ed. 3), Flying Stationers, 
ballad-singers and hawkers of penny histories. 

f£. Flying reed (Mining): see quot. 

1798 J. Keir Minx. Staffordsh. in S. Shaw Hist. Stafr 
Gen. Hist. 119 These two beds [of coal] .. when thus sepa- 
rated acquire the name of the Flying Reed. 1839 Mur- 
CHISON Szlur. Syst. 1. XXXV. 470. 

6. =FLEEInG ff/. a. 

1594 ? GREENE Sedinens Wks. 1881-3 XIV. 287 Ding downe 
the flying Persians with their swords. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Georg. 1. 416 To persecute from far the flying Doe. 1781 
Gipson Decé. & /. 111.116 The massacre of many thousands 
of the flying Bastarne. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. III. 641 
Flying foot soldiers .. were constantly coming in. 

Flying bridge. [f. Fryine ff. a] ‘ta. 
Used by Caxton to render Fr. Zont-levis (draw- 
bridge). +b. (See quot. 1727 s.v. Floatine- 
BRIDGE). ¢@. A temporary bridge for military 
purposes, esp. (see quot. 1876). 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A.u.xxxv. K ij, Pount leveiz that 
be made faste therto whiche are called flyghyng brygges. 
1675 Lond. Gaz. No. 1043/3 ‘The Munster Troops .. have 
repassed the Weser..over a Flying-bridge above this City. 
1726 CAVALLIER AZemt, 1v. 340, 1 had but just cross’d the 
River upon a flying Bridge. 1876 VoyLe M22, Dict., Flying 
Bridge, consists of one or more barges moored by a long 
cable to a point in the centre of the stream. When the 
barge is properly steered in a current sufficiently strong, it 
is swept by it from one bank to the other. 

Flying buttress. A prop or stay (usually 
carried by a segment of an arch), springing from a 
pier or other support, and abutting against a struc- 
ture, for the purpose of resisting thrust. = Arc- 
BOUTANT, arch-buttress (ARcH sé. ITT). 

1669 Sir C. Wren in C. Wren Parentalia (1750) 304 The 
Ailes, from whence arise Bows or Flying Buttresses to the 
Walls of the Mavis. 1828 Scorr /. M, Perth iv, One of the 
flying buttresses of the chapel. 1874 ParKER Goth. Archit. 1. 
iv. 150 The Flying Buttress. .is often found in Norman work, 
but concealed under the roof of the triforium. 

Flying fi'sh. [f. Fiyine f//. a.+ Fisu.] A 
name given to two kinds of fish (Dactylopterus and 
Exocetus), which are able to rise into the air by 
means of enlarged wing-like pectoral fins. 

cxrsi1 ust Eng, Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 28/t There by be 
many w[hjalefysshes and flyinge fysshes. 1624 Carr. SMITH 
Virginia v, 182 On the eleuenth day. .two flying fishes fals in 
his boat. 1821 SHettey Prometh, Und. wv. i. 86 As the flying 
fish leap From the Indian deep. 

b. A constellation of the Southern Hemisphere. 

1868 Lockyer Guillentin’s Heavens (ed. 3) 335. 

Flying fo’x. [f. Fryine fA/. a. + Fox.] A 
family of fruit-eating bats (teropzdx) found only in 
the tropical regions of the East and in Australia. 

1759 Hirst in Duncombe’s Lett. (1773) U1. 95 They have 
heads like foxes, and..are covered with hair of a reddish 
hue; for which reason they are generally called ‘ flying 
foxes’, 1827 P. CunnincuamM 2 Vears V. S. Wales (1828) I. 
294 Our flying fox isanimmense bat. 1859 Tennent Ceylon 











FLY-WHEEL. 


(1860) I. 135 The Roussette of Ceylon (the Flying-Fox as it 
is usually called by Europeans). ; 

Fly‘ingly, adv. rare. With flying colours. 

1741 Ricnarpson Pamela 1V. 296 Studying what to say, 
that she may come off as flyingly as she can. 

Flying squirrel. [f. Frying pf. a.) A 
name given to two genera (Pleromys and Scturo- 
pterus) of Scturide, which can float through the 
air by means of an extension of skin connecting 
their fore and hind limbs. 

1624 Cart. Smitu Virginia u. 27 A small beast they have 
they call Assapanick, but we call them flying Squirrels. 
1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 362 The Flying-Squirrel, with 
Wings like those of a Bat. 1849 Sk. Nat. L/ist., Mam- 
matlia LV. 14 It is in the possession of a lateral fold of skin, 
forming, when extended, a parachute .. that the flying 
squirrels are distinguishable from the ordinary group. 

Fly:-leaf. [f. Fry 5d.2 + Luar.) A blank 
leaf at the beginning or end, but esf. at the begin- 
ning, of a book; the blank leaf of a circular, etc. 

1850 Croucn Difsychus 1x. 160 The fly-leaves .. in the 
family Bible. 1869 Rocers in Adam Smith's W.N. 1. Pref. 
x19 It contains a characteristic note by the author on the 
flyleaf. 1888 Burcon Lives 12 Gd. Men I. 1. 26 On the fly- 
leaf of the first volume. .is found the following memorandum. 

Fly'man. [f. Fry s0.2+ Man sd.] 

1. One who drives a fly (sd.2 sense 3 b). 

1845 P. O. Directory 6 Home Co. 631/2 Bull Henry, fly- 
man. 1879 F. W. Rosinson Coward Consc. 1. iv, Two 
flymen..did not solicit him as a fare, 

2. Theatr. A man stationed in the ‘flies’ to work 
the ropes, etc. 

1883 H. Irvine in Lond. Figaro 6 Jan. 15/3 The flyman 
may be said to carry some of the destiny of the performance 
in the hollow of his hand. 

Fly'-net. [f Fry 5d.1 OE. had /éohnet.] 

1. A net to keep away flies. 

axo000 Fudith 47 (Gr.) Par wes eallgylden fleohnet. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1, 896 Fly-net 1. .. a net of meshes or 
a fringe of leather strips, to protect a horse from flies. 2. 
A net in an open window to prevent entrance of flies. 

+2. =dutterfly-net. Obs. 

1737 P. Cotinson in Darlington AZem. (1849) 90 Pray 
take one or two, with the fly-nets, in a bag by thy side. 

Fyre, dial. form of FLunr. 

Flysch (flif). Geol. [Swiss dial.] A series 
of tertiary strata occurring in the Alps, consisting 
of slates, marls, and fucoidal sandstones. 

[1827 B. Stuper in Leonhard’s Ztschr. f. Mineral. 1. 39 
(translated) The prevailing slaty alterations are in the 
country called #Zysch, a name which we may suitably 
extend to the entire formation.] 1853 LyreLt, Princ. Geol. 
(ed. 9) 124 The nummulitic limestone, together with the 
overlying fucoidal grit and shale, called ‘ Flysch’, in the 
Alps, belongs to the.. Eocene group. 1875 Croii Climate 
and Time xvii. 280. . 

Fly’-sheet. [f Fry v.!]=/lying-shect: see 
FLYING ffl. a. 5 a. 

1875 Souruwarp Dict. Typogr., Fly-sheet,a description of 
handbill or two or four-page tract. 1889 WorcESTER Suppl., 
Fily-sheet, an advance sheet announcing a newspaper; a 
prospectus, 

Fly:-slow, a. rare—'. That flies slowly. 

1632 Shaks. Rich. I, 1. iii. 150 (2nd folio), The flye-slow 
houres. [A plausible but doubtful conjecture; the other 
folios and the quartos read séze (or sdye) slow.) 


Flyte: see Fire. 


Fly:-the-ga‘rter. [f. the vbl. phrase Zo fly 
the garter.) A game in which the players leap 
from one side of a ‘garter’ or line of stones over 
the back of one of their number. 

1818 Keats Lett, Wks. (1889) III. 153, I must .. make 
Wordsworth and Coleman play at leap-frog, or keep one o 
them down a whole half-holiday at fly-the-garter. 1862 
Miss Brappvon Ralph Bailiff, Happy Xnias 161 Prisoner's 
base and fly-the-garter in the great bare playground. 

Fly:-trap. [f. Fry sd.1+ Trap.] 

1. A trap to catch flies. 

1855 in OciLvie Suppl. 1859 Lane Wand. India 382 A 
fly-trap which he had that morning invented. 

2. A fly-catching plant, esp. Apocynum androsx- 
mifolium. Venus’s fly-trap=Dionwa muscipula. 

1774 GotvsMm. Hist. Earth VILLI. v. viii. 162 Vhe flower, 
which goes by the name of the fly-trap. 1776 Ler Bot. 276 
Dionxa, Venus’s flytrap. 1841 in Maunper Sez. § Lit. 
Treasury. 

3. slang. The mouth. 

c1795 M. G. Lewis in Spirit Pub. Frnls. (1798) 1. 323 
The bride shuts her fly trap; the stranger complies. 

Fly-up-the-creek. U.S. [f. vbl. phrase.] 

1. A popular name of the small green heron, 
Lutorides virescens. ence used as a nickname 
for an inhabitant of Florida. 

1857 BicuMann in Herrig’s Archiv. XXI1. 166 Fly-up-the- 
creek 1) Ein in Florida haufiger Sumpfvogel. 2) Spitz- 
name der Einwohner von Florida. 1869 TurnsuLi Birds 
£. Pennsylv. 37 Green Heron. . Fly-up-the-Creek. 

2. A giddy, capricious person (co/log., (Cent, Dict.). 

Fly'-whee'l. [f. Fry 50.2 + WHEEL.) A wheel 
with a heavy rim, attached to a revolving shaft, in 
order either to regulate the motion of the machinery, 
or to accumulate power. (Cf. Fry sé.2 5c.) 

(x78z Warr Patent in Muirhead Mech. Invent. Watt I11. 
71 The heavy fly x is put in motion by means of a pinion or 
smaller wheel y fixed upon its axis.] 1784 did. 105 The rod 
E..turns the fly wheel MM. 1809 Edin. Kev. Jan. 321 
This engine had no fly-wheel, and went sluggishly and 
irregularly. 1862 Smites ZLagineers III, 89 The engine 


. 


FNAST. 


was provided with. .a flywheel working at one side to carry 
the crank over the dead points. 

Jig. 1876 T, Harpy Hand Etheld. (1890) 106 A steadying 
power..a flywheel, in short, to the concern. 

+ Fnast, 52. Obs. [OE. frst str. masc., f. root of 
ON. fnasa, fndsa to snort, breathe hard.] Breath. 

cr000 Sax. Leechd, 111. 100 Hyt bring[3] ford pane fneest. 
a1250 Owl § Night. 44 Wel ne3 hire fnast at-schet. 

+ Fnast, v. Obs. rare. [OE. *fnéstian, f. prec. ; 
cf. OHG. fndstén]. intr. To breathe hard, pant ; 
also quasi-‘rans. to breathe ovet (fire). 

c1000 Sax. Leechdoms 11, 242 Fnestiad swide. 1300 
Havelok 548 He [ne] mouthe speke, ne fnaste, Hwere he 
wolde him bere or lede. ¢ 1340 Gaw. & Gr. Kut. 1702 His 
felazes fallen hym to, pat fnasted ful pike. c1400 Destr. 
Troy 878 Pe orible oxin..pat fyre out fnast. 

Hence Fna‘sting v0/. sd., breathing, snorting. 

1382 Wyc.ir 3e~. viii. 16 Fro Dan is herd the fnesting of 
his hors. c¢1400 Destr. Troy 171 These balfull bestes were 
. -ffull flaumond of fyre with fnastyng of logh. 

+ Fnese, v. Ods. [OE. */ndéosan (whence f/néo- 
sung ‘sternutatio’ (Wr.-Wiilck. 162), fora ‘ ster- 
nutatio’ (Corp. Gloss.), ge-fnésam to sneeze (see 
below), cognate with Du. frzezen, ON. fnysa (Da. 
Jnyse, Sw. fnysa to snort). 

The wk.-grade of the root */xeus- (?cogn. with Gr, mvé-euv, 
root *fnex- to breathe) is represented in OE. nora sneezing 
(Corp. Gloss.), Closely parallel in sound and sense, though 
belonging to a different ablaut series, are ON. /nasa (see 
Fnast sd.) and fudésa (:—*/nds-ja) to snort.] 

intr. To sneeze; also, to puff, snort. 
Fne'sing vd/. sd. 

c1ooo /Etrric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 162 Sternutatio .. 
snytingc, #e2 fneosung. ¢1386 CHaucer Manciple’s Prol. 
62 He speketh in his nose And fneseth faste. 1398 TREVISA 
Barth, De P. R, vu. xi. (1495) 230 Constantyne sayth that 
fnesynge is a vyolent meuynge of y® brayne to putte out 
superfluytees of fumositees therof. c1400 Beryn 42 And 
pere-with she gan to fnese. 

Fo, obs. form of FEw a., Fon, Fou zzz. 

Foa, foan, obs. forms of Fos sing. and pl. 

Foad, var. of FopE v. Ods., to beguile. 

Foal (foul), sb. Forms: 1-2 fola, 3-7 fole, (4 
fol, fowle), 4-6 foil(e, foole, (5 fool, folle, 
foyl(i)e, 6 foule,) 5-7 foale, (7 phoale,) 6- foal. 
[Com. Teut., OE. fo/a wk. masc.=OFris. fo//a (for 
*fola) (MDu. volen, veulen, Du. veulen), OHG- 
Jolo (MHG. vol, vole, Ger. fohlen neut.), ON. fole 
(Da. fole, Sw. fale), Goth. fr/a:—OTeut. *folon-, 
cognate with Gr. m@Aos, L. pullus.] 

1, The young of the equine genus of quadrupeds ; 
properly, one of the male sex, a colt ; but also used 
where the sex is not specified, a colt or filly. 

cgso Lindisf. Gosp. Mark xi. 4 And foerdon onfundon 
fola zebunden. 971 Blickl. Hom. 69 Ponne gemete zyt 
pzer eoselan zesxlede & hirefolan. ¢1200 77in. Coll. Hone. 
89 Hie funden an asse mid fole. 1382 Wycuir Zech, ix. 9 
A fole, sone of the she asse. 1484 Caxton ables of AL sop 
vy. x, He sawe a mare and her yong foole with her. 1535 
Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 6. § 2 Two mares .. apte and able to 
beare folis. 1697 Drypen “ne7d 1v. 746 The Priestess .. 
cuts the Forehead of a new-born Fole. 1794 CoLeripce Jo 
Yung. Ass 1 Poor little foal of an oppressed race ! 1859 Dar- 
win Ovig. Spec. v. (1873) 128 The spinal stripe is much com- 
moner in the foal than in the full-grown animal. 

Proverb. 1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1867) 27 How can the 
fole amble, if the hors and mare trot? 

b. Phrases. Jz foal, with foal, (of a mare): 
pregnant. + Zattered as a ( feltered or tattered) 
foal, of a person: ragged ; also, rough, shaggy. 

1340 Hamrote Pr. Consc. 1537 Som gas tatird als tatird 
foles. 1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. x1. 335 Bothe horse and 
houndes and alle other bestes Medled nou3te wyth here 
makes pat with fole were. a@x1400 [see Baccep]. c1460 
Towneley Myst, (Surtees) 4 Now ar we..tatyrd as a foylle. 
1523 Firzners. sd. § 68 They [mares] maye not be rydden 
..whan they be with foole. 1727 Swirr Modest Proposal 
Wks. 1755 II. 11. 66 Their mears in foal. 1835 W. Irvinc 
Tour Prairies 226 A fine black mare far gone with foal. 

ce. Applied to the young of the elephant or camel. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xiii. (1495) 803 Ely- 
phauntes goo wyth foole two yeres. 1607 TopsELt Hour. 
Beasts (1658) 163 An Indian, who had brought up from a 
foal a white Elephant. 

+2. A horse. Ods. 

a@1300 K. Horn 589 Horne 3ede to stable: Par he tok his 
gode fole. c1340 Gaw. & Gr. Knt, 173 Pe fole pat he 
ferkkes on. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 5588 Fare wele, my faire 
foole pou failid me neuire. 1513 DoucLas “ners x. xiv. 89 
O moist forcy steyd, my lovyt foill. 

3. Coal-mining. (See quots.) 

1770-4 A. Hunter Georg, Ess. (1804) II. 158 What are 
termed lads or foals; supplying the inferior place at a 
machine called a tram. 1835S. OLIvER Ramb. Northumb. 
i. 4s Where a youth is too weak to put the tram by him- 
ak, he engages a junior assistant, who is called the 

oal, 

4. attrib. and Comb., as foal fair, (objective) 
-cetter; also foal-bit (see quots.); foal-teeth, the 
first teeth of a horse. 

1706 Puiuirs (ed. Kersey), *Fole-dit and Fole-foot, two 
sorts of Herbs. 1755 Jounson, Moalbit, Foalfoot, plants. 
1880 Daily News 18 Sept. 6/6 A public dinner held after 
the Holbeach *foal fair. 1809 SAivit Publ. Frnls. (1810) 
XIII. 6: He is a sure “*foal-getter. 1696 Sir W. Hore tr. 
Solleysel’s Compl. Horsem. v. 19 A little before a Horse 
hath attained to the Age of thirty Months. .he hath twelve 
*Foal-teeth in the fore part of his mouth. 1855 Harmer's 
Dict. (Wilson) I. 21 The foal’s nippers .. technically called 
-»foal teeth—are easily distinguished. 


Hence 
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Foal (foul),v. [f. prec. sb.; cf. mod.Ger. fohlen.] 

1. ¢rans. To bear or bring forth (a foal) ; said of 
a mare, she-ass, etc. 

¢1386 Cuaucer /yiar’s T. 247 The fend..yow fech body 
and bones, As ferforthly as ever wer ye folid !_ 1398 TREvISA 
Barth, De P. R. xvut, viii. (1495) 756 The asse foolyth 
selde two coltes. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. 1, 71 His 
Mare..had foaled a Colt. 1727 Brapitey Mam. Dict. s.v. 
Colt, When your Colts are foalen you may let them run with 
their Dams till about Michaelmas, 1887 Miss Brappon 
Like §& Unlike i, He would buy the maddest devil that was 
ever foaled if he fancied the .. paces of the beast. 

2. absol. or intr. To give birth to a foal. 

1s2t Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 129, I have y® mares wt 
foole, and, when they folyn,I gif the bettur [etc.]. 1607 
TopsELt Four-f, Beasts (1658) 18 They [Asses] will not Fole 
in the sight of man. 1707 Mortimer //zsd. 151 About 
September they take their Mares into the house again 
where they keep them till they foal. 

b. Of a ewe: To yean. ?U.5S. only. 

1883 P. E. Gissons in Harper's Mag. Apr. 652/2 Theewes 
are..kept until they have foaled. 

3. To get (a mare) in foal. rave. 

1891 T. H. Wesster Let. to Chaplin in Times 9 Nov. 10/5 
The horse. .had foaled his mares well. 

+ Foa‘lage. Os. rare. [f. Foau sd. + -acn; 
cf. ContaGE.] = FoaLHoop. 

1607 MarkHamM Caval., 1. i. 2 Both in their foleage, best 
strength, and old age. 1720 W. Ginson Diet, Horses v. 
(1731) 7x He has been used from his folage to the eating of 
this or that sort. 

Foalfoot (fou'lfut). Also foal’s-foot. Forms: see 
Foat, Foor. [Named from the shape of the leaves. ] 

1. =CoLtsFoor 1. 

a1400 in Archxologia XXX. 407/r Folesfoth. .& y®smale 
clote is all on. 1578 LyTE Dodoens 1. xii. 20 This [Tussi- 
lago] is called in English Fole foote. 1877 in V. W. Linc. 
Gloss., Foal-foot. 

attrib, 1881 Leicestersh. Gloss. s.v., Home-made foal-foct 
wine used to be common in Leicestershire. 

2. =ASARABACCA. 

1538 Turner Lidellus, Folfot, Asarum. 1615 T. Tuomas 
Lat. Dict., Vulgago..folefoote, or Asarabacca. 

3. Applied to other plants resembling the pre- 
ceding, as sea foalfoot, Convolvulus Soldanella. 

1548 Turner Names of Herbs (E. D, S.) 20 Brassica 
marvina..may be called in english seafolfote. 1597 GERARDE 
Herbal 690 Soldanella is called. .in English. TAL come Sea 
Foalfoote, 1713 J. Petiver in PAz/. Trans, XXVIII. 184 
White Canada Folesfoot. 

Foalhood (fowlhud). [f. Foan sd. + -Hoop.] 
The state or time of being a foal. 

1892 Edin. Rev. 7 Jan. 44 A mare which has been well 
cared for during foalhood. 

Foaling (fowlin), 47. sb. [f. Foan v. + -1ne 1] 
The bringing forth of a foal or of young. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. x. vi. (1495) 377 A mere in 
traueylle of folyng. 1607 TorseLt Hour. Beasts (1658) 258 
It is mortal to their [Camels’] young ones to tast the dams 
milk for two dayes after their foaling. 1870 Dazly News 
14 Apr., This early time of foaling is prejudicial to the 
strength. .of foals. 

Foaling, #//. a. [f. as prec. +-ING?.] =next. 

1885 Bell's Life 15 June 1/3 Foaling mares, 

Foaly (fowli), @ Ofa mare: In foal. 

1853 Surters Sfonge’s Tour xxili, 122 Farmer Stubble, 
on the foaly mare. 

Foam ({foum), sb. Forms: 1 fim, faam, (3 
fam), 3-6 fame, 4-8 fome, (5 foome,) 7 foame, 
7-9 Sc. faem(e, fame, faim, feim, feame, 6- 
foam. [OE. fdm str. (?masc. or neut.)=OHG. 
feim (MHG. veim, Ger. fezm) masc. :—WGer. 
*faimo-:—pre-Teut. *formo- or *phoimo-. A parallel 
form with suffix -xo- instead of -70- appears in 
OSlav. péna, Skr. phena, foam. 


Joh. Schmidt regards the -70- and -~o- forms as divergent 
representations of an original with -7#- suffix, and con- 
siders the Lat. spima (:—*spoima) foam, piniex pumice- 
stone, Zend paéman-, Lith. géxas milk, to be also cognate.] 

1. The aggregation of minute bubbles formed in 
water or other liquids by agitation, fermentation, 


effervescence, ebullition, ete. 

Being the proper word for the product of the agitation 
of the waves, foam is more dignified than the synonymous 
Jroth, and usually implies more copious production. 

azoo Epinal Gloss. 426 Famfaluca: \easung vel faam. 
1393 Gower Conf. II, 261 She nome Both of the water and 
of the fome. a1440 Sir Degrev. 546 Whyegh as the seys 
ffame, 1513 Douctas 4/neis 1. viii. 76 The bittir blastis. . 
Throw..salt fame, and wilsum wayis .. can ws drive, 1611 
Biste Hos. x. 7 Her King is cut off as the fome vpon the 
water. 1652 FrencH Vorksh, Spa iv. 50 That water is best 
for outward uses which will bear sope best, and make the 
greatest fome therewith, c17z0o W. Gipson Varrier's 
Dispens. 1. 1. (1734) 32 Eggs ..when beat into a Fome with 
Alum. 1786 Burns Scotch Drink ii, Guid auld Scotch 
Drink ! Whether. .thou..ream o’er the brink, In glorious 
faem. 1878 Huxtry Physiogr. iv. 64 The foam of the sea 
becomes opaque white, by the light being scattered from the 
particles of water into which a wave is broken. 

transf. and fig. @1300 Cursor M7. 26693 (Cott.) Quat es 
mans lijf bot fam. a@1310 in Wright Zy77c P. 102 Mon is 
mad of feble fom. 1858 Cartyte Mredk, Gt. (1865) 
II. vt. iii, 155 The foam of mankind ,. the idle moneyed 
populations from all countries, 1866 B. Taytor Poewis, 
Test 414 The meadows tossed their foam of flowers. 

b. spec. The foaming saliva issuing from the 
mouth, e.g. in epilepsy, rabies, etc. Also, the froth 
of perspiration which gathers on the coat of a horse 


or other animal from intense exertion, 


FOAM. 


¢900 Beda's Hist. 111. ix. [xi]. (1890) 184 Pa faam of his mude 
ut eode, c1290 S. ng. Leg. 1. 231/409 Brenninde fom out of 
is mouth .. he caste. c1320 Sewyn Sag. (W.) 913 Thourgh 
the mouht the fom was wight. 1388 Wyc.iir Like ix. 39 
A spirit takith hym, and sudenli he .. hurtlith doun, and to 
drawith hym with fome. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xii. 202 
Two Boares .. with their gnashing teeth their angry foame 
doe bite. 1735 SOMERVILLE Chase iv, 312 ‘The pois’nous 
Foam Through the deep wound instil’d, 1875 W.S. Hay- 
| pe Love agst. World 237 Her horse was covered with 
| foam. 
Jig. 1855 Bp. Bonner Profitable Doctrine Sig. N iiijb, 
Baptysme .. doeth .. so weaken .. y® fome, or rage of con- 
cupiscence in vs..that [etc.]. 1577-87 HoLinsuep Chron. 
I1f. 872/t King Henrie..is reported..to cast out his fome 
against Luther. 1597 Hooker “ccd, Pol. v. xix. § 11 Our 
Churches, in the foame of that good spirit which directeth 
seh fierie tongues, they terme spitefully the temples of 
Baal. 
+e. Foam of lad=LitHarce, Foam of nitre= 
APHRONITRE. Foam of oil = Lens. Foam of 
Copperas = COLCOTHAR. Obs. 

1538 Exyor Dict., Amurca, the mother or fome of all oyles. 
Tbid., Molybditis, the spume or fome of leade. 1601 HoLLanD 
Pliny Il. 421 The fome of nitre..is commended as the best 
ofall. 1623 CockerAm i, The Foame that riseth from Lead 
tryed, Zitargie. 1631 WippowEs Vat. Philos. 24 Red vitrioll, 
or the fome of Copperasse, 

2. Foaming water, the sea; (in early use occas. 
pl.) also salt, sea, water foam. arch. ( poet.). 

azo00 Riddles iii. 4 (Gr.) 3ifen bid zewrexed .. fam 3Ze- 
wealcen, c1z90 S. Lng. Leg. I. 476/508 Huy gonne to 
seili swipe in bat salte fom. c1340 Cwrsor M, 14409 (Trin.) 
Moyses..ladde pem pour3e pe see fome. c1440 Lone lor. 
137 Over fomes they flett withowtyn fayle. 1549 Compd. 
Scot, vi. 40, I sat doune to see the flouyng of the fame. 
1613 J. D[ennis] Angling 1. xxx, Long ere Phoebus set in 
Westerne fome. 

3. Min. = APHRITE. 


+4. [from the vb.] The action of foaming. 

1573 Baret Adv, F 823 The fome, or sprinckling vp of new 
wine, in ale we call it working. 

5. attrib. and Comé, 

a. General comb.: (@) simple attrib., as foam- 
bell, -flake, froth, -globe, -wake, -whirl, -wreath ; 
(0) objective, as foam-curber ; (c) instrumental and 
originative, as foam-beat, -bedappled, + -bespawled, 
-born (also quasi-sb.), -crested, -flecked, -flowered, 
-girt, -lit, -painted, -white, -wrought, adjs.; also 
Joam-like adj. and adv. 

1777 Warton Poems, Ode vu. vi, Banks..Fenc’d by the 
*foam-beat pier. 1633 [J. Fisner] 77ve Trojans iv. i, 
Hyperions Sonne Shall couch in West his *fome-bedappled 
iades, 1813 Hocc Queen’s Wake 307 Light as the. .*foam- 
bells floating on the brine. 1612 Drayton Poly-oll, u. 
Notes 33 Old Proteus hath been knowne..to spunge his 
*foame-bespawled beard. 1862 E, ArNoLpDin /raser's Mag. 
July 114 The *‘Foam-Born’s’ beauty. 1884 W.C. SmitH 
Kildrostan 85 Still reigned the foam-born Aphrodite. a 1795 
Burns Lament 5 Ye *foam-crested billows, allow me to 
wail. 1599 NasHE Lenten Stuffe (1871) 51 A Lepanto like 
host of unfatigable flood-bickerers, and *foam-curbers. 1803 
Tennyson Dream Fair Wom. x, Crisp *foam-flakes scud 
along the level sand. 1842 Sir A. DE VERE Song of Faith 
253 *Foam-flecked waves. 1876 Swinpurne Lrechth, (ed. 2) 
448 The *foam-flowered sea. 1583 STANYHURST Aeve7s 1. 
(Arb,) 21 In *foam froth picturs, wyth Troian treasur, ar 
vpborne. 1817 SHetitey Rev. Zslam x1. x, On a *foam-girt 
crag. 1813 Scotr Rokeby u. vii, *Foam-globes on her 
eddies ride. 1871 Patcrave Lyr. Poems 117 Pennons toss’d 
*foam-like o'er the fray. 1876 T. Harpy Hand Ethel, 
(1890) 34 Ladies in their foam-like dresses. 1793 Worpsw. 
Descr. Sk. 249 They cross the chasmy torrent’s *foam-lit 
bed. 1593 NasHE Christ's T. (1613) 62 Her Alablaster wals 
were all furred and *fome-painted. 1876 Morris Szeurd 
m1. 210 They see..a *foam-wake as the wet oars toss on 
high, 1841 in S, C. Hall ZreZand (1843) II. 175 O’er the 
*foam-white waves. 1817 SHettey Kev. [sanz 1. xvii, The 
*foam-wreaths which the faint tide wove. /ézd, v1. iv, Like 
*foam-wrought waterfalls. 

b. Special comb.: foam-bow, a bow, similar 
to a rainbow, formed by sunlight upon foam or 
spray; foam-cock (see quot.); foam-dock, ?soap- 
wort (Saponaria officinalis) ; foam-omelet, -sauce 
(Cookery), a dish so called from its frothy appear- 
ance; foam-spar, foam-stone, see APHRITE and 
APHRODITE., 

1830 TENNysSoN @inone 60 The *foambow brightens When 
the wind blows the foam. 1874 Knicut Drct. Mech. 1. 
897/1 *Foam-cock (Steam-engine), a cock at the water-level 
to blow off scum, c1s00 Gloss. Harl, 3388 in Sax. 
Leechd. WW. 327/1 *Fome dok. 1892-4 Lncycl. Cookery « 
RarreH) II. 21/1 *Foam Omelet. /é7d, II, 400/1 *Foam 

auce, 


Foam (foum), v. Forms: a, 1 feman, 3 femin, 
feamen, south. vemen, 4 feme; 8. 4-7 fome, (4 
south. vome, 5 fomyn,) 5 fame, 7 foame, 6- 
foam. [OE. féman = OHG. feiman (MHG, 
vermen, G. feimen:—WGer. *faimjan, f. *faim- 
Foamsd, In 14th c. the OE. word was superseded 

’ by a new formation on the sb. (without umlaut). ] 

1. intr. To emit foam; esf. to froth at the 
mouth; also with owt. Often as a hyperbolical 
description of vehement rage or wrath. Also of a 
horse, etc. : To be covered with foam (of perspira- 
tion). Cf, Foam sd. 1b. 

coso Lindisf. Gosp. Mark ix. 18 Spumat, femed. a 1225 
Yuliana 68 As an burst bar, pat grunde his tuskes ant 


feng on to femin. a1350 Life Jesus 223 Bete and bite 
it wolde..And grenny with is teth and feme. 1430 Lyne. 











FOAMING. 


Chron, Troy u. xii, Mine hors..Fomyng full whyte vpon 
euery syde. c1440 Yacol’s Well 99 Pe man..fomyd 
out at his mowth. @1529 SKELTON Elynour Rummyng 341 
‘Her mouth fomyd. x60r Suaxs. Ful, C. 1. ii. 255 He 

Caesar]..foam’d at mouth, and was speechlesse. 1735 
SomErVILLE Chase 11. 113 He snorts, he foams. 1807-8 
W. Irvine Salmag. (1824) 349, I expected every moment to 
see them fall down in convulsions [and] foam at the mouth. 
1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xl, Legree, foaming with 
rage, smote his victim to the ground. 

fig. 1817 D'Israrit Cur. Lit, III. 303 A tedious invec- 
tive, foaming at the mouth of its text with quotations and 
authorities, 1870 SwinpurnE Zss, § Stud. (1875) 248 He 
[Byron]. .foams at things and creatures not worth a glance, 

b. Const. of, +07, with (blood). 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 7261 The fas in the fell hast femyt on 
blode. c1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 959 Hys mouthe famed of 
blode. 1573 Barrer AZy, F 821 He fometh with bloud at the 
mouth, 

+2. To come forth in foam. Ods. 

€1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Knt. 1572 Pe frope femed at his mouth 
vnfayre. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vit. xxx. (1495) 
244 The blood fomith wyth cough and traueyle and ache, 

3. Of water or other liquid: To froth, gather 


foam, Also, to run foaming along, down, over, 
etc. Also fig. To foam off, foam itself away: to 


pass away in foam. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R, xt. xxv, (1495) 456 For 
lightnesse of ayre that is closid water fomyth. c1440 
Promp. Parv. 169/2 Fomyn, spun, 1535 CovERDALE /sa. 
lvii. 20 The raginge see.. whose water fometh with y® myre. 
1576 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec, Oxford 386 In wynter the 
water fomyth over. 1606 SHaxs. Ant. § Cl. 11, vi. 21 My 
Nauie. At whose burthen, ‘The anger’d Ocean fomes. 1728 
Younc Odes to King Wks. (1757) 1. 173 The torrent roar’d, 
and foam’d along, 1820 W. Irvinc Sketch Bk. I. 76 
A mountain stream was now foaming down it. 1826 Scorr 
Woodst. x, Enthusiasm is a stream that may foam off in its 
own time, 1852 Tennyson Death Dk. Wellington 126 Their 
surging charges foam'd themselves away. 

b. Of a steam-boiler: ‘To become filled with 
foam (Webster 1864). 

4. a. intr. Of a drinking vessel: To be filled 
with foaming liquor. b. ¢vans. To fill or brim 
with foaming liquor. 

1725 Pope Odyss. xv. 341 Few can with me..contend..To 
.. foam the goblet with a purple stream. 1822 SHELLEY 
Hellas 939 The cup is foaming with a nation’s blood. 1855 
M. Arnotp AZycerinus 97 Flush’d guests, and golden gob- 
lets foam’d with wine. 

5. ¢rans. To send forth or emit in or like foam; 
to pour oz¢ with rage and violence. Chiefly fig. 

1388 Wyciir ude 13 These ben..wawis of the woode see, 
fomynge [1382 frothinge] out her confusiouns. @ 1535 More 
Wks. (1557) 579/t Tindall. .fometh oute hys hyghe spirituall 
sentence in thys fashion, 1601 WerEvER Mirr. Mart. 
E viij b, Two fyrie coursers foming clottred blood. 1784 
Cowrer Yask vi, 898 ‘They roam the earth. .foaming out 
their own disgrace, 1864 Tennyson Aylier’s Ff, 342 Leolin 
. foam’d away his heart at Averill’s ear. 

+6. To cover with or as with foam. Ods. xare. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 10219 With paire fawchons fell, femyt 
of blode, 1556 J. Heywoop Sfrder & F. Ix. 5 The head 
spider (with wheat tuskes fomde like a bore). 

7. nonce-use. ‘To draw (a chariot) along with the 
accompaniment of foam, 

1820 Keats Hyperion u. 234 Have ye beheld the young 
God of the Seas?.. Have ye beheld his chariot, foam’d along 
By noble winged creatures he hath made? 

Hence Foa'med ///. a., covered with foam: only 
in farfoamed. Foa'mer, one who foams. 

1607 ‘TorseLt Four-f. Beasts (1658) 577 [Epithets applied 
to wolves].. bloud-sucker, foamer. 1820 Keats Hyferion 
u. 172 The far-foamed sands. 

Foaming (fou-min), 747. sb. [f. prec. + -1na1.] 
The action of the vb. Foam. 

1382 Wyciir V7, xi. 20 To the tyme that it [flesh] .. be 
turnyd into fomynge. 1573 Barer Adv. F 821 A foming, 
spumatus. 1709 STEELE 7'atler No. 141 P 11 He will fall 
into Ravings and Foamings, ill-becoming the Meekness of 
his Office. 1772 Priesttey Just. Relig. (1782) I. 367 The 
heathen diviners had. .foamings at the mouth. 

Foaming (foumin), A/a. [fas prec. +-ING2.] 
That foams, 

?a1400 Morte Arth, 780 A blake bustous bere .. wyth 
fomaunde lyppez. a@1400-s0 Alexander 1133 With pat pe 
femand flode flasshed in hys eghen. 1590 Spenser /. Q, 1. 
i. t His angry steede did chide his foming bitt. 1604 Suaks. 
Oth. 11. i. 11 Do but stand vpon the Foaming Shore. 1667 
Mixton P, LZ. x. 301 Over the foaming deep. 1717 BERKE- 
LEY Tour Italy Wks. 1871 1V. 580 Like the foaming 
priestesses .. among the ancients. 1725 Popr Odyss. 111. 
506 To Pallas high the foaming bowl he crown'd. 1850 
‘Tennyson /2 MZem. cxxxi. 92 ‘The foaming grape of eastern 
France. 1868 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) LI, viii, 253 
William was still urging on his foaming horse. 

Hence Foa'mingly adv. 

1611 Corcr., Baveusement, foamingly. 1801 SouTHEy 
Thalaba ut. xix, The winter torrent rolls Down the deep- 
channell’d rain-course, foamingly. 1885 S. TromHoLttT 
Aur, Bor. 11, 223 The river rushing foamingly downwards. 

Foamless (fouwmlés), a, [f. Foam sd. + -LEss.] 
Without foam; free from foam. 

1821 SHELLEY /Aipsych. 412 The halcyons brood around 
the foamless isles, a@188r Rossetti House Life xii. The 
blue line of a foamless sea. 

Foamy (fouwmi), a. Forms: 1 famiz, femisz, 
4-7 fomy, -ie, 6 foomy, Sc. famy, 7—- foamy. 
[OE. famiz, fiemiz, f. fim, Foam] 

1. Covered with foam, full of foam, frothy. 

a 1000 Riddles iy. 19 (Gr.) Famiz winned wag wid wealle. 
¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W, 1208 Dido, The fomy brydil with 
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the bit of gold Governyth he. 1513 Douctas 42ne?s xm. vi. 
1st The fomy mowthis of the haisty stedis. 1697 DryprEN 
Virg. Georg. wv. 589 The slipp’ry God..With foamy Tusks 
will seem a bristly Boar, 1748 Warton Enthusiast 30 
Whence a foamy stream, Like Anio, tumbling roars. 1816 
W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XI. 331 They drain the 
foamy mug. 1821 Morr in Blackw. Mag. X. 642 ‘The wild 
waves curl their bleak and foamy heads. 

2. Consisting of, or of the nature of, foam; of, 
pertaining to, or resembling foam. 

1398 TrEvisA Barth. De P. R. ww. vir (1495) 89 By 
medlynge of colera blood semyth redde..by flewme it 
semyth watry and fomy, 1601 Hottanp Pdiny II, 397 The 
foamie moisture that shel-snails yeeld. 1784 Cowrer Task 
vi, 155 The foamy surf That the wind severs from the 
broken wave. 1878 Giver Poet § Master 14 ‘The foamy 
whitening Of the water below the mill. 1881 Mattock Lom. 
19th Cent, II. 196 A cloud of foamy lilac-blossom, 

Hence Foa‘miness. 

1887 Fenn Devon Boys xviii. 184 The waves lost their 
fierce foaminess. 

Foangen, Foard, obs. ff. Fane v. and Forp. 

Fob (fpb), sb... Of obscure origin. [Cf. Fox v.! 

Can it be a corruption of OF. forbe (mod. fourbe) masc. 
rogue, fem. cunning trick? But this suggestion does not 
explain the apparent connexion of fod sb. and v, with /op 
sb. and v., and Ger. fopfen.] 

+1. A cheat, impostor. Obs. rare—?. 

The association with /aitour seems to require this active 
sense rather than the passive one of ‘dupe, fool’ (= 15th c. 
sense of fof). Cf. Ger. slang /offer, in 16th c. a malingerer 
esp. one who counterfeits madness (see Kluge Ztym. IV. 
ed. 5), which is much the sense of /aztour. 

1393 Lana. P. PZ. C. m. 193 Makeb of lyer a Jang cart to 
lede alle bese opere, As fobbes and faitours. 

2. A trick, an artifice. Now only slang, Zo cone 
the fob on (U.S.): to impose upon, cheat, trick. 

1622 Maspetr. A leman’s Guzman dad Aff. 1.243 Many men 
would deale more honestly..if these fobs and giggs were 
not put into their heads by others, 1654 tr. Scudery's Curia 
Pol. 49 Such fobbs and cheats are more tollerable ..in 
persons of mean fortunes. a1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Fob, a cheat, trick. 1882 Jupson AZyst. NV. York 1, vii. 62 
‘He come ze fob on some of ze nobilitie. 

3. Comb.: + fob-action, a sham action (at law). 

1673 F. Kirkman Unlucky Cit, 203 They should then 
arrest you in a Fobb-action at his Suit. 1697 LurrRety 
Brief. Rel. (1857) 1V. 257 Endeavouring to steal a young 
lady .. by the help of bailifs, who arrested her ..in a fob 
action. 1730-6 Bairy (folio) s.v. A Fob (or sham) 


action. 

Fob (fb), 52.2 Also 7,9 Sc. fab, 8 fobb. [of 
unknown origin; cf. HG. dial. /uppe pocket, fuppen, 
einfuppen to pocket stealthily; a Ger. word /upsack 
is cited by Skinner, 

If the word meant originally a secret pocket, it may be 
connected with Fox v,!] 

1. Asmall pocket formerly made in the waistband 
of the breeches and used for carrying a watch, 
money, or other valuables. 

1653 Brome Crt, Beggar u. i. Wks. 1873 I. i. 212 My Fob has 
been fubd to day of six pieces. 1667 St. Papers, Dont. 
CXCI, No. 63. 1, The right side pockett..and the small 
pockett or fobb. 31711 Appison Sfectator No. 77? 1, Isaw 
him, .squirt away his watch..into the Thames, and put up 
the Pebble, he had before found, in his Fob. 1751 SMOLLETT 
Per. Pic. (1779) ut. |xxxiii. 294 The..young gentleman, with 
an hand in each fob, stood whistling an opera-tune. 1819 
Moore Yom Cril's Mem. 6 Whether diddling your sub- 
jects, and gutting their fobs. 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. 
iii, Mr, Nickleby replaced his watch in his fob. 

b. nonce-use. ‘The contents of the fob, ‘cash’. 

2¢1680 Royal Resolutions in Marvell’s Wks. (Grosart) I, 
431 When plate was at pawn, and fob at an ebb. 

2. U.S.=fob-chain. . 

1889 MeHartton-Riptey From Flag to Flag xxiv. 211 
The tempting fob that hung from his pocket. 1893 FARMER 
Slang, Fob. .a watch chain or ribbon, with buckle and seals, 
worn hanging from the fob, 

3. A trimming resembling a fob-chain. 

1894 Daily News 22 June 6/6 Skirt trimmed on the hips 
with fobs of bright rose-pink velvet, two on either side. 

4. attrib., as fob-pocket, -watch; fob-chain, the 
chain attached to a watch carried in the fob. 

1885 H.C. McCook Tenants Old Farnz 121 Beneath it 
[his waistcoat] a goodly *fobchain protrudes. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw. xxviii, With,.a gold watch in his “fob pocket. 1884 
Dower, Zax. in Eng. II. m1. iii. § 11 (1888) 273 A *fob 
watch is in existence that belonged to Oliver Cromwell. 

Fob (fpb), 56.8 dial. a. Froth, foam; b. (See 
quot. 1890.) 

1838 in Hottoway Provinc. 1886 in Exwortuy IV. 
Somerset Word-bk. 1890 Gloucestersh, Gloss., Fob, a little 
bunch or tuft, as of wool, etc. 

Hence Fob v., to froth or foam. 

1838 HoLtoway Provinc., ob, to froth as beer does 
when poured out quickly. #. Sussex. 1883 Hasmpsh. 
Gloss., Fob, to froth as beer. 

See 


Fob (fpb), v.1 Also 6-7 fub, 6-7 fobb(e. 
also For v, [First recorded late in 16th c.; cogn. 
with orf, Fos sd,! 1. Cf. Ger. /oppen to deceive, 
befool.] 

1. ¢vans. To cheat, deceive, delude, trick, impose 
upon, ‘take in’; also with mu, 

1583 GREENE //amtllia Wks. (Grosart) II, 102, I will not.. 
fobbe you with fayre wordes, and foule deedes. 1593 7//- 
Troth's N. Y. Gift 25 He.. would fobbe him vppe with a 
thousand vntruthes, 1647 Cartwricut Ordinary 1. iv, 1 
won't be fubb’d, ensure your self. 1731 Firtpinc Grub St, 
Op. 1. v, While every one else he is fobbing, He still may be 
honest tome. 1861 Standard 4 Nov,, They think themselves 
fobbed by our dextrous policy, 











FOCAL. 


2. To bring or put 7/0, or bestow upon, by job- 
bery or trickery ; to palm or pass off 2pon. Also, 
to get up, procure, or promote by trickery ; also 
with 2p. Yo fob im: to introduce in an underhand 


way. ? Obs. 

1653 A. Witson Yas. J, 68 Another young Gentlewoman, 
that had lesse offended, was fobbed into the place. /dzd. 
24r ‘These things were fobb’d in by several Popes. .to serve 
their own turns. 1678 R. L’EsrranGce Seneca’s Mor. (1702) 
522 Here’s.. the same Thing Fobb’d upon the World over 
again. 1704 J. Locan in Pa. Hist, Soc. Mem. 1X. 311 
Which place was..fobbed upon him, 1715 M. Davies 
Athen. Brit. 1. 280 That Legendary Triumvirate found 
ways..to fob into Tinmouth's Gold-finding Legendary their 
own production of Winefred’s Life. 1741 Ricnarpson 
Pamela (1824) I, xxxiii. 330 Don’t fob upon us your girl 
with the Pagan name for Lady Jenny. 1792 Wotcorr (P. 
Pindar) Ef. fo Ld. Macartney Wks, 1812 III. 126 No 
Janus he, with selfish views to fob. 1805 Morning Chron. 
3r Aug. in Spirit Pub. Frnls, (1806) 1X. 208 So now it 
was time. .To fob up an excuse for my sudden retreat, 1825 
Westm. Rev. WV. 40x We find him with much point, 
pleasantry, and earnestness, fobbing an ale licence. 

3. Fob off. ‘ 

a. To put off deceitfully ; to attempt to satisfy 
with an excuse or pretence; to baffle, cajole; to 
put off (a person) w7ti (something of inferior 
quality or something less than he has been led to 
expect). 

1597 Suaks. 2 Hen. IV, 11.1. 37, I haue..bin fub’d off, and 
fub’d-off, from this day to that day, 1602 RowLaNnps 
Greene's Ghost 8 Fubbing them off with these slender 
wasted blacke pots. 1650 CowLey Guardian v. vii, I must 
not be fob’d off thus about my daughter. 1767 B, THornTon 
tr. Plautus 1, 318 The butchers..Will..fob you off With 
ram for weather mutton. 1842 BarHam /mgol, Leg. Ser. 11. 
Row in Omnibus, To exact such a sum For. .stalls and pit, 
And then fob us off with a Fal-de-ral-tit. 1892 Dazly News 
21 Jan. 5/5 Able-bodied paupers have been fobbed off with 
.. broth ‘no better than hot water’. ‘ 

+b. To put or shift off (a thing) by deceit or 
pretence; to get rid of, or set aside by a trick. 

1607 Suaxs. Cor. 1. i. 97 You must not thinke To fobbe oft 
our disgrace with a tale. 164: Mitton Reform. 1. (1851) 16 
It was not of old that a Conspiracie of Bishops could 
frustrate and fob off the right of the people. 

e. To palm off zon (a person) ; cf. 2. 

1894 Times 25 July 10/1 If a..novel cannot be fobbed off 
upon the..people of London. .it is rusticated. 

Hence Fo‘bbing v0/. sd, 

az3619 Beaum. & FL. Wit at Sev. Weapons w. i, Now you 
talk of fobbing, I wonder the Lady sends not for me 
according to promise? 

Fob (fb), v.2 [f. Fos sd.2] ¢vans. To put into 
one’s fob, to pocket; also with 2. 

1818 Moore fudge Fam. Paris vi. 160 The rogue but 
counts how many guineas He’s fobbed. 1821 CLARE V7d/. 
Minstr. I. 35 The sailor., styles them ‘gentlemen’, And 
fobs his money up. 1840 Hoop Uf Rhine 4 When the 
qualm is over [he] quietly fobs the Timepiece. 1842S. Lover 
Handy Andy iv, The gentlemen in black silk stockings. . 
have been fobbing fees for three weeks. 

Fobbery. once-wd. [f. Fon sb.l + -rry.] 
Something of the nature of-a pretence; a sham. 

1688 R, HotmeE Avmoury m1. 177/1 These [rules] with 
a 100 more Fobberies and Foollaries are further set down, 

Fo:bby, @. Obs. exc. dial, ? =Foaey, 

@1535 More Wks. 99 Glotony..maketh.. the body fat 
& fobby. 1895 Rye £. Ang?d. Gloss., Fobby, soft, no sub- 
stance, 

+ Fo'cage. Ods. [ad. mod.L. focagiwm, f. L. 
focus, ¥. feu: see FEUAGE.] = FEUAGE. 

1706 in PHILLIPs (ed, Kersey), 1721-82 in Baitry. 

Focal (fowkal), a. [ad.mod.L. focalis, f. Focus: 
see -aAL. Cf. F. focal.] 

1. Of or pertaining to a focus; collected or 
situated at a focus. Focal point = Focus 2. 

1713 DernAm Phys, Theol. w. iii. 126 mote, Whether the 
Convexity or Concavity of the Drum collects those Rays into 
a focal Point, or scatters them. 1794 G. Apams Wa?, & 
Lap. Philos, 11. xv. 174 You may, by means of the focal 
rays from this glass, char or burn a piece of wood. 1808 
J. Wenster Wat, Phil. 185 The rays.. will..converge to 
the focal point. 1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) I. 
111, Vili. 357 Perfect vision implies a focal adjustment of the 
eyes. 1862 G. P. Scrore Volcanos 264 The residuum of 
..lava..in what may be called its focal reservoir. 

Jig. 1755 YouNnG Centaur v. Wks. 1757 1V. 239 Human 
thought, whose scattered rays must be collected, as it were, 
to a focal point, in order duly to warm our devotion. 1855 
Macautay //ist. Eng. lV. 175 Titus, in order to be near the 
focal point of political intrigue and faction, had taken a 
house within the precinct of Whitehall. 

2. Math. Focal axts (ina conic): the axis which 
passes through the real foci. Socal conic (i.e. 
ellipse or hyperbola); in the modular method of 
generating quadrics, a locus of the modular foci. 
focal curve: the locus of foci of a surface. Focal 
distance (a) of the parabola: The distance between 
the focus and the vertex; (4) of the ellipse and 
hyperbola: The distance between the foci and the 
centre. focal lines: in a quadric cone, the de- 
generate focal hyperbola. Focal property: any 
property of a geometrical locus involving the inter- 
sections of the locus with the absolute. + Focal 
tangent: a tangent from which the position of the 
foci of a central conic may be determined. Um- 
bilical focal conic, in the umbilical method of gener- 
ating quadrics, the locus of the focus, 


FOCALIZE. 


1706 W. Jones Sy. Palmar. Matheseos 250 If ch meet 
the Focal Tangent in tr, 1807 Hutton Course Math, 11. 
118 A F the focal distance. 1885 LeuDESDorF Cremona’s 
Proj. Geom. 255 The point in which a directrix cuts the 
focal axis. 1886 P. Frost Solid Geom. (ed. 3) 147 The 
fixed point is called an umbilical focus..and the locus of 
the focus the umbilical focal conic. 

3. Optics. Focal distance or length (of a lens or 
mirror): the distance between the centre and the 
focus. Focal plana: the locus of the foci of 
different systems of parallel rays refracted through 
a lens. Socal point: the intersection of a focal 
plane with the axis of the lens. 

1693 E. Hatuey in Phil. Trans. No. 205. 960 The focal 
distance sought. 1753 PAz?. Trans. XLVILI. 170 An object- 
lens whose focal length is a little less. 1879 HARLAN ye- 
sight vi. 81 A double concave glass of twelve inches 
focal distance. 1895 R. S. Hrara Geom. Optics (ed. 2) 82 
An incident system of parallel rays will then converge to 
a point on the common focal plane. Jé7d. 83 It is clear 
that / is the first focal point of the combined system, 

Jig. 1847 Emerson Wefx. ATen, Swedenborge Wks. (Bohn) 
I, 315 A colossal soul, he lies vast abroad on his times.. 
requires a long focal distance to be seen. 1860 PATMORE 
Faithf, for Ever 214 Love requires the focal space Of 
recollection or of hope, Ere it can measure its own scope. 

4, Path, Localized or centrally localized, as focal 
disease, hemorrhage, etc. 

1890 in GouLp Med. Dict. 

Hence Fovcally adv., at a focus. 

1839 Dre Quincey War Wks. 1863 IV. 280 The force of 
European opinion, focally converged upon the subject. 

Focalize (fowkaloiz), v. [f. Focan a + -128.] 

1. zrans. To bring (rays of light, heat, etc.) to a 
focal point (or focus) ; to focus. 

1845 Dre Quincey Var. Temp. Movem. Wks. 1863 XI. 170 
Light is focalised in the eye, sound in the ear. ¢ 1865 
J. Wytpbe in Circ. Sc. I. 29/2 The rays of heat may be 
collected and focalised. 

jig. 1860 T. Martin Horace Introd. 26 The mirror 
which focalizes for their old age the gathered wisdom of 
a lifetime. 1865 Lond, Rev. 9 Dec. 609/1 At the various 
central offices, the information. .can be focalized. 

2. To adjust or arrange the focus of (the eye) ; 
also aéso/. and refi. (of the eye). 

1878 tr. Zzemssen’s Cycl. Pract. Med. XVII. 668 The 
supposed amaurosis of many observers, .is the result of the 
loss of the power of focalizing. 1886 W. F. WarreEN in 


Homilet. Rev.(U.S.) Jan. 54 Gradually focalizing our eyes - 


for remoter objects. /é/d., Your eye, even if rightly 
directed, is focalizing itself upon the wrong object. 

Fence Fovcalizing vé/. sb. and ppl. a. Also 
Focaliza‘tion, the action of focalizing. 

1871 Mortey Voltatre iii. (1872) 119 Voltaire does not 
use these focalising words and turns of composition. 1883 
J. Mitumncton Ave we to read backwards? 71 Spectacles. . 
restoring to the eye its former focalizing power. 1887 Sc/. 
Amer. 23 Apr. 261/2 Focalization in the eye was accom- 
plished by a most wonderful condition, that of flexibility in 
the crystalline lens. 1893 Chicago Advance 24 Aug., Such 
a focalization of all-around information on any one subject 
has rarely ever been witnessed. 


Focaloid (fowkaloid). AZath. [f. as prec. + 
-o1p.] A shell, in general indefinitely thin, bounded 
by two confocal ellipsoidal surfaces. 

1879 THomson & Tair Nat. Phil. § 494 The attraction of 
a homogeneous solid ellipsoid is the same through all 
external space as the attraction of a homogeneous focaloid 
of equal mass coinciding with its surface. 

+Focary. Ods.—! [ad. L. focart-us, f. focus: 
see Focus s?, and -ary.] One who tends the 
hearth or fire. 

2c1g00 in Myrr, Our Lady (1873) Introd. xxi. note, In 
the order & degre of a lay brother or ffocary, 

Foe(e)he, obs. form of FErcuH v. 

Focer, var. Forcrr, Ods., a chest or coffer. 

Fochesave, obs. form of VoUCHSAFE. 

Fochtyn, Sc. form of fought, p. p. of Ficut v. 

+ Fo'cile. Azaz. Ots. Forms: 5 fosile, 6 fau- 
cylle, focyll, focil, 6-8 focile, [ad. med.Lat. 
focile. Cf. Pr. focil, Fr, foctle, Pg. and It. foci/e. 

The med.Lat. word was a transferred use of /oci/e steel 
for striking fire (see Fusit). The Arabian anatomists 
applied the word zavd, one of a pair of sticks for producing 
fire by friction (dual zaxdan), to these bones on account of 
their shape; the Lat. translators rendered this by /oczle 
as being the word most nearly equivalent in literal 
sense.] 

One of the bones of the fore-arm or of the leg. 
Greater focile, the ulna or tibia, Lesser (or over) 
focile, the radius or fibula. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 157 Pe bombe..conteynep his 
firste boon wip pe extremite of pe ouer fosile. 1541 R. Cop- 
LAND Guydon’s Quest, Chirurg. Dijb, The faucylles or 
forke bones, 1543 TRAHERON Vigo's Chirurg. (1586) 281 
The great focile is that which susteineth the arme. 1638 
A. Reap Treat. Chirurg. ii. 15 [A] Taylor..fractured both 
the focils of the legge, a little below the knee. 1721 Natsu 
in Phil. Trans. XXXI, 228 The Ligament that ties the 
Fociles together. 

attrib, 154 R. Coptanpn Guydon's Quest. Chirurg, 
Kivb, Of what shape are y® two focyl bones? 1548-77 
Vicary Anat. vii. (1888) 49 Of the two Focel bones,.the 
lesse goeth from the Elbowe tothe Thombe, 1706 PHILuirs 


(ed. Kersey), Moctd-bone, 

+Focillate, v. Ovs—° [f. L. focillat- ppl. 
stem of foci//d-re to revive or refresh, f, Focus: see 
Focus sé. and -atn.] (See quots.) 

1676 in Cotrs. 1681 Brounr Glossogr., Focillate ..to 
nourish, comfort, or refresh, 1721-90 in Baitey. 


Vot, IV. 
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Hence + Fo'cillated #//.a. Also + Focilla‘tion. 

1727 Battery vol, II, Mocidlated. 1658 Puitiirs, Focilla- 
tion, 1721-90 Battery, Focillation. 

Focimeter (fosi‘m7to1). Photogr. Also foco- 
meter. [f. Foc-uS+-METER.] An instrument for 
finding the chemical focus of a lens which has not 
been properly achromatized. 

1853 R. Hunt Max. Photogr. 11. iv. 159 M. Claudet has also 
devised a very ingenious instrument for focusing, which he 
calls his Focimeter. 1S. P. THomrsonin Proc. R. Soc. 
XLIX. 227 These principles are embodied in an instrument 
described in the paper, and called a focometer. 

Focimetry (fosimetri). Also focometry. 
[f. as prec. + Gr. -erpia measurement.] Measure- 
ment of focal distance. 

1881 G. R. Piccort in Nature No, 622. 515 If now an 
over-corrected lens were substituted, the diffraction rings 
..and the nebulosity..exactly changed positions as regards 
focimetry. 1891 S, P. THompson in Proc. XR. Soc. XLIX. 
225 The accepted methods of focometry. 

F'ocke, obs. Sc. form of Fouk. 

Focoid (fovkoid). [f. Foc-us+-om.] One of 
the points in which every circle in a given plane 
meets the line at infinity in that plane. 

1881 C. Taytor Geom, Conics 308 ‘The two focoids or 
circular points at infinity. 

Focus (fowk#s), sb. Pl. foci; also focuses, 
in England usually written irregularly focusses, 
[a.L. focus hearth, fireplace, in various modern uses. 

The Lat. word was first used in sense 1 by Kepler (A s/von. 
pars optica iv. 4, written in 1604); his reason for the choice 
ofthe name is not stated, but it is conjectured that the optical 
sense 2, ‘ burning point of a lens or mirror’ (which is easily 
derived from the lit, sense) must have been already in exis- 
tence; this would account for Keplev’s use, as the ‘ burning 
point’ or ‘focus’ of a parabolic mirror is situate at the geo- 
metrical ‘focus’ of its curvature. Sense 4 is from medical 
Latin. In all senses cf, Fr. foyer :—L. *focdrium f. 
Jocus.) 

1. Geom. a. In plane geometry: One of the points 
from which the distances to any point of a given 
curve are connected by a linear relation. 

Also defined as a point from which a pair of isotropic 
tangents can be drawn to a curve; or as the intersection of 
tangents from the points in which the line at infinity meets 
a co-planar circle. (For definitions specially relating to 
the focus of a conic, see quots. 1881 and 1893.) 

1656 Hospes S22 Lessons Wks. 1845 VII. 317 The focus 
of an hyperbole, is in the axis. 1703 Moxon JJech. Exerc. 
272 Which two points are called the Focusses, or burning 
points. 1734 tr. Mauperturs Diss.19 in Kerll’s Exam. (ed. 
2), The Orbits of the Planets are..Ellipses, in whose Focus 
theSun is. 1807 Hutton Course Math. 11.96'Vhe ellipse and 
hyperbola have each two foci; but the parabola only one. 
1851 Nicnot Archit. Heav. 199 The second star being in the 
focus and not the centre of the ellipse. 1881 C. T'ayvtor Geom. 
Conics 1 A conic is a curve traced bya point which moves in 
a plane containing a fixed point and a fixed straight 
line in such a way that its distance from the fixed 
point is in a constant ratio to its perpendicular distance 
from the fixed straight line. The fixed point is called 
afocus. 1893 J. W. Russert Pure Geom. vii. 67 A focus 
of a conic is a point at which every two conjugate lines are 
perpendicular. 

b. In solid geometry (see quot.). 

1874 G. Satmon Analytic Geom. (ed. 3) 109 A point 
through which can be drawn two lines, each touching the 
surface and the imaginary circle at infinity and such that 
the tangent plane to the surface through either also 
touches the circle at infinity. 

2. Optics, Heat, etc. The point at which rays 
meet after being reflected or refracted; also, the 
point from which the rays appear to proceed 
(= virtual focus; see 2b). 

1685 Boyt Lffects. Motion ii. 13 Sunbeams refracted or 
reflected by a burning-glass to a focus. 1704 NEwToN 
Opticks 1. vi. 7 The point from which rays diverge, or to 
which they converge, may be called their focus. 1831 
Brewster Oftics i. 11 The points that were formerly the 
radiant points being now the foci. 1853 HerscuEL Pof. 
Lect. Sc. ii. § 24 (1873) 65 A far greater heat than can be 
produced in the focus of any burning-glass, 1865 Livinc- 
STONE Zanibest ii. 59 This deep trough-like shape caused 
the sun’s rays to converge as into a focus, 

b. With various defining words. 

Conjugate foci: see ConJuGATE a. 6b3 principal focus, 
the point at which parallel rays meet after passing through 
a convergent lens; solar focus =prec.; virtual focus, 
a point at which diverging rays would meet if their 
directions were reversed ; actinic or chemical focus (of a 
lens), the point to which the actinic rays converge. 

1706 Puiturrs (ed, Kersey), Virtual Focus, or Point of 
Divergence (in Dioptricks), 1812-16 J. SmitH Panorama 
Sc. § Art I, 426 When parallel rays fall upon a double- 
convex glass, KG, they will..meet .. in a point or principal 
focus at F, 1874 Lommel’s Light 90 The lenses of the second 
group have virtual foci, 1890 Woopxsury Lxcycl. Photogr. 
293 Unless the lens be rendered achromatic, the actinic or 
chemical focus does not coincide with the visual focus. 

ce. transf. and fig. 

1762 Gotpsm. Cit, W.1xxi, A box where they might see 
and be seen; one, as they expressed it, in the very focus of 
public view. 1781 Cowrrer Conversation 239 Centering in 
a focus round and neat, Let all your rays of information 
meet, 1824 CartyLe in Froude Zzfé (1882) I. 260, I am 
meditating. .on the great focus of all purposes—the arrang- 
ing of my future life, 1874 Mickierawaire Mod. Par. 
Churches 106 If it [a picture] be placed over the altar, it is 
in the very focus of the building. 

+d. Theatr. The best-illuminated part of the 
stage. Ods, 


1881 Eva Almanack 97 He tried to keep me out of the 
focus! 1885 Zug. Lllustr, Mag. 647/t Every body tried 














FOCUS. 


to get into what was called the focus—the ‘blaze of 
publicity ’ furnished by the ‘ float’ or footlights, . 

e. That point or position at which an object 
must be situated, in order that the image produced 
by the lens may be clear and well-defined. Hence 
in, or out of focus, lit. and fig. Depth of focus (of 
a lens): the power of giving a ‘sharp’ image of 
objects not in the same plane. 

1713 Deruam Phys.-Theol. 1. ii. 89 note, If the paper.. 
be..in the focus of the glass, [the image will be] distinct. 
1727 Swirt Petit. Colliers &c. Wks. 1755 III. 1. 129 To 
know the due distances of the said focus’s. 1799 JZed. 
Frni. 1. 228 At the nearest focus of distinct vision. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge i, John gradually concentrated the 
whole power of his eyes into one focus. 1858 d BC of 
Photogr. (ed. 10) 48 The focus of a portrait lens is very 
limited in depth. 1890 Wooppury Lxcycl. Photogr. 295 After 
a certain distance all objects will be in focus. 1894 H. Drum- 
MOND Ascent of Man vi, Evolution was given to the modern 
world out of focus. 

f. To bring, etc., in, into, to a focus; lit. & fig. 

1788 Frankiin Axtobiog. Wks. 1840 I. 122 The bringing 
all these scattered counsels into a focus. 1860 ‘TYNDALL 
Glac. 1. xxiv. 354 The place where the rays were brought 
to a focus behind the lens. 1875 Jevons AZoney (1878) 252 
The transactions of many different individuals. .are brought 
to a focus, 

g. The focal length (of a lens); also, the ad- 
justment (of the eye, or an eyeglass) necessary to 
produce a clear image. 

1693 E. Hatrey in Pil. Trans. No. 205. 960 This dioptric 
problem, is that of finding the focus of any sort of lens. 
1757 Extis did. L. 287 A lens of about one inch and half 
focus. 1837 Brewster Magnet. 332 The focus of the lens 
being suited to the distance of the needle. 1861 PALGrave 
Gold. Treas, Pref., Rapid alteration of the eye’s focus in 
looking at the landscape. 1871 ‘T'yNpatt Pragiz. Sc. (1879) 
I. ii. 50 The focus was attained, first by the pupil and after- 
wards by the retina, 

3. Similarly in Acoustics. The point or space 
towards which the sound waves converge. 

1644 Evetyn Diary 8 Feb., Standing at one of the 
focuses, which is under a tree,.the voice seems to descend 
from the clouds. 1843 J. Martineau Chr. Life xiii. (1876) 
499 Could we only find the focus of those stray tones. 
1857 THorrAu Maine IW. (1894) 362 We were exactly in 
the focus of many echoes. 

4. Ofadisease: The principal seat (in the body) ; 
also, a point where its activity is manifest. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compit. v1. 183 That the focus of 
burning fevers is in the Head Hippocrates seems to assert. 
1796 H. Hunter tr. S¢. Prerre’s Stud. Nat. (1799) ILI. 231 
She informed me that the focus of my disorder was in the 
nerves. 1854 Jones & Sirv. Pathol. Anat. (1874) 304 
Sclerosis of particular regions or isolated foci occurs in the 
Cord as in the brain. 

5. The centre of activity, or area of greatest 
energy, of a storm, volcanic eruption, etc. 

1796 H. Hunter tr. S#, Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) I. p. 1x, 
The focus of the tides is removing farther and farther from 
our coasts. 1804 C. B. Brown tr. Volney’s View 98 One of 
the great layers of the country, where earthquakes have 
their principal focus. 1832 Lyett Princ. Geol. 11. 127 ‘The 
original isle was the primitive focus, or centre, of a certain 
type of vegetation. 1862 Scrore Volcanos 266 Any.. 
focus or reservoir of lava from which an eruption has pro- 
ceeded. 1869 Puituirs Vesvv. ii, 13 Vesuvius was seen 
to be the focus of the eruption, 1875 Breprorp Sailor's 
Pocket-bk, iv. (ed. 2) 78 The centre or focus of the West 
Indian hurricanes. Ths + 

b. fig. A centre or ‘hotbed’ (ofintrigue, sedition, 
etc.) ; a centre of activity or energy. 

1808 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. II. 440 Poonah is the 
focus of his intrigues. 1830 R. Knox Béclara’'s Anat. Life 
8 Central Schools..had been established in the depart- 
ments as so many foci of knowledge. 1837 W. Irvine Cat. 
Bonneville (1849) p. xv. New-York, the great focus of 
American enterprise. 1870 Huxtey Lay Serm. i. (ed. 5) 5 
The principal focus of scientific activity. 

6. nonce-uses. a. In Lat. sense: A fireplace or 
furnace; in quot. fg. b. A centre of radiant 


heat. 

1779 J. Moore View Soc. Fr. 1. xx. 175, I consider these 
men as the enemies of their country, and that place as 
a focus for consuming freedom. 1794 J. Hurron Philos. 
Light, etc. 174 Surrounding particles receiving that addition 
of heat from the focus, are made to burn; and in burning, 
these coals return that heating species of light to the focus, 
for the increase of its burning. 

7. atlrib., as focus point, error. 

1891 Pall Mall G. 31 Aug. 2/1 That all railway servants 
shall have..not more than an agreed amount of focus error. 

Focus (fowkis), v. Pples. focused, -ing; in 
England commonly, but irregularly, written fo- 
cussed, -ing. [f. prec. sb.]. 

1. trans. To draw to a focus; to cause to con- 


verge to or as to a focus. 

1875 Beprorp Sazlor’s Pocket-bk. v. (ed. 2) 132 The catop- 
tric system .. requiring less delicacy in putting up and 
focussing the light. 188: A. G. Bett Sound by Radiant 


Energy 2 A beam of sunlight was focussed into one end of 


an open tube. 1895 Frvd, RK. Inst. Brit. Archit. 28 Mar. 
353 Focussing and concentrating the sound in one or more 
points in his building. 


1807 Chi Possidetis xxx, All the Talent of the Nation 
Focuss’d in Cab’net concentration. 1862 W. M. Rosserrt 
in Fraser's Mag. Aug. 195 Focussing our observation to 
a single point. 1863 J. Brown Hore Suds. (ed. 3) 80 
Inferior to my father..in power of—so to speak—focussing 
himself. 1888 Burcon Lives 12 Gd. Men I. iii. 331 He 
could..instantly focus his thoughts. an 


FOCUSABLE. 


ce. intr. for ref. To converge to or as to a focus. 

1863 Tuornsury 7rue as Steel 1. 148 Light flashing and 
focussing on armour, 1888 Harper's Mag. Apr. 764 The 
eyes..flamed as if the life of the man had centralized and 
focussed within them. 

2. To adjust the focus of (the eye, a lens, etc.). 

1814 W. Taytor in Monthly Mae. XX XVIII. 214 Accord- 
ingly as the eye is supposed to be focussed for seeing the 
foreground of the distance. c1865 J. WyLpe in C7rc, Sc. 
I, 66/2 Arrangements. .for focussing the lenses. 1881 TyLor 
Anthropol. iit. 47 The eagle’s eyes are focussed to see small 
objects far beyond man’s range. 1885 ///ustr. Lond, News 
9 May 491/3 Austell focussed his eye-glass on his wife. 

absol, 1853 Hand-bk. Photogr. 13 It is well in focusing 
to make the first adjustment by placing the lens midway. 
1890 Woopsury Exncycl. Photogr. 294 Focus upon some 
distinct object about 150 or 200 yards away. 

3. To bring into focus; to bring (the image, etc.) 
to the proper focus, 

1775 S. J. Pratr L7b. Opin. (1783) III. 8 Sir Charles 
Crazy focuss’d her through an opera-glass. 1858 4 BC of 
Photogr. (ed. 10) 57 Having focussed the right-hand view, 
half of the sensitive plate is first impressed. ¢ 1865 J. WyLpe 
in Cire. Sc. I. 143/1 The image .. is focussed. .by..adjust- 
ing the lens. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ. 111. 97 Unless 
the picture be accurately focussed it will appear blurred. 

Focusable (fav kvsab’l), a. [f. prec. +-ABLE.] 
That may be focused. 

1889 H. Bianp Fad. Ess. Socialism (ed. Shaw) 218 Thus 
far the outlook has been clear and focusable enough. 

Focused (fowkdvst), A/. a. [f. Focus v. and 
sb. + -ED.] 

1. In senses of the yb.; brought to or into a focus, 

1864 Daily Tel. 12 Apr., Photographers alone has he 
shunned..and if ever he runs away from anything, it will 
be from a focussed lens. 1890 Woopsury #ucycl. Photogr. 
294 Make the focussed image fall on one of these lines. 

2. Having a focus (of a specified length); used 
only in comb., as short-fociused. 

1858 L. Price Man, Photogr. Manip, ii. 69 ‘Short-focused’ 
lenses are employed for children, 

Focuser (fowk#so1), [f Focus v. + -ER1.] 
A focusing-glass. 

1890 Woopsury Lxcycl. Photogr. s. v. Focussing Glass. 

Focusing v#/. sb. [f. as prec. +-InG 1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Focus (gerundially). 

85x Ruskin Mod. Paint. Il. ut. i. v. § 18 The right 
gradation or focusing of light and colour. 1881 Mivartr 
Cat 295 ‘The focussing of rays coming from points varying 
in remoteness. 1883 A. Barratt Phys. Metempiric 217 
‘Thought is the focussing of phenomena into a universe, 

2. altyzb. and Combd., chiefly in names of appli- 
ances used by photographers, as focusing screen, 
tube; focusing cloth (see quot. 1890) ; focusing- 
glass (see quot, 1858). 

1853 in Fral. Photogr. Soc. 1. No. 3. 39/2 A *focusing 
cloth, 1890 Woopsury Lxcycl. Photogr., Focussing Cloth, 
a black cloth used for covering over the head and back portion 
of the camera to exclude all extraneous light. 1883 in Frm. 
Photogr. Soc. 1. No, 3. 39/2 The *Focusing glass. 1858 T. 
Sutton Dict. Photogr., Focussing Glass..a magnifier used 
for the purpose of magnifying the image on the ground 
glass, and enabling the operator to get it into better focus. 
bid, 56 The real image formed by a convex lens is received 
on a *focussing screen. 

Focusless (fowkdslés), a. 
-LESS.] Without focus. 

1879 G. Macponatp Sv Gibdie ILI. xv. 241 Something 
like a flash of cold moonlight on wintred water gleamed 
over. .his poor focusless eyes. 

Focyll, Fodar, obs. forms of Foctnn, Forurr. 

+Fodden, v. Ols. [?Prepr. OE. */édnian, f. 
jédan- Foov.] ?zntr. To be produced. 

?ax1400 Morte Arth. 3247 Alle froytez foddenid was pat 
floreschede in erthe. 

Fodder (fp'dar), sd. Forms: 1 £6d(d)or, féd- 
(djer, foddur, 2 fodre, 3 south. vodder, 4 foddre, 
4-7 foder, 5 foddur, south. voddur, fo(o)dyr, 
6 footer, 6-8 fother, 3-fodder. [OE. fédor str. 
neut. = MDu. and Du. woeder, OHG. fuotar 
(MHG. vuoter, Ger. futter), ON. fodr (Sw., Da. 
foder) :—OTeut. *foaro™:—pre-Teut. *pat-rd-m, 
f, root pat- to feed: see Foon. 

The homophonous word in all Teut. langs., with the 
sense of ‘ sheath, case,’ is distinct both in root and suffix, as 
it represents OAryan *f0-/767.] 

+1. Food in general. Obs. 

¢ 1000 Canons Edgar § 15 in Thorpe Anc. Laws II. 283 
Gif..pam pe pzes bepurfe. .fyr & foddor. c¢ x205 Lay. 27031 
Heo weoren ifaren into pan londe, fodder to biwinnen. 
¢ 1374 Cuaucer Bocth., 1v. metr. vil. 115 (Camb. MS.) He.. 
hath put an vnmeke lorde foddre to his crwel hors. 1634 
J. VayLor (Water P.) Gt. Later Kent 12 Let any come in 
the shape of fodder or eating-stuffe, it is welcome. 

2. Food for cattle. Now in a more restricted 
sense: Dried food, as hay, straw, etc., for stall- 
feeding. 

c 1000 /ELrric Gen. xlii. 27 Pa undyde hira an his sacc & 
wolde syllan his assan foddur. cx1roo Voc, in Wr.-Wiilcker 
sor Sagina, fodre. a1225 Ancr. R. 416 Peonne mot heo 
penchen of pe kues foddre. a@x1300 Czrsor AZ. 3317 (Cott.) 
Fodder and hai pou sal find bun. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer QReeve’s 
Prol. 14 Gras-tyme is doon, my fodder is now forage. 
1440 Promp. Parv, 168/2 Foddur, bestys mete, or forage. 
1562 Turner Herbal 1.74 Som nationes make fother for 
Cattel of Dates. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. m1. 331 The 
yoni fal Bull must..in the Stall..his Fodder find. 1765 T. 

lurcninson //ist. Mass. 1. 207 The hay..serves for fodder 
for their cattle. 1816 J. Smirn Panorama Sc. & Art 11, 634 
Bean-straw makes good fodder, when cut to chaff. 1883 


[f£ Focus sé. + 
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S.C. Hatt Retrospect II. 323 There was fodder running 
to waste on the slopes of every mountain. 

transf, 1890 A. J. Wauters Stanley's Emin Pasha Exped, 
ix. 167 For fodder all they [locomotives] want is wood. 

+3. Child, offspring. Obs. rave—!. Cf. Foon sé. 6. 

13.. A. Adis, 645 Kyng Phelip saide to the modur, ‘ Thou 
hast born a sori foder !’ 

4. attrib. and Comb., as fodder grass, house, 
passage, plant; fodder-cheese (see quot. 1884) ; 
fodder-corn, a supply of fodder for the horses of 
a feudal lord, or an equivalent in money ; also the 


right of exacting this. 

1784 Twamtey Dairying 25 As the quantity of .. *Fodder 
Cheese sent to London Markets clearly shews. 1884 Chesh. 
Gloss., Fodder cheese, cheese made .. when they [cows] are 
being foddered on hay. 1655 DucpaLe Monast. Angi. 1. 
297 a, Redditus qui dicuntur Hidagium & *Foddercorn, 1830 
Linptry Wat. Syst. Bot. 304 The best *fodder-Grasses of 
Europe are usually dwarf species. 1807 P. Gass Frnd. 209 
This lodge is built much after the form of the Virginia 
*fodder houses. 1882 Ocitvir, * Modder passage, the passage 
in a cattle-shed along which the food is carried for cattle. 
1894 Daily News 25 June 6/6 A new *fodder plant, known 
as the Siberian knot-grass. 

Fodder (fp'do1), v. Forms: 3 foper, 4 foddre, 
5-6 foder, 7-8 fother, 6— fodder. [f. prec. sb. ; ef. 
MDu. and Du. woederen, OHG, fuotiren (MHG. 
vuotern, viietern, Ger. fiittern), ON. fodra.] trans. 
To give fodder to (cattle); to feed wth (some- 
thing) as fodder. + In early use ger. To feed. 

az300 £, £. Psalter xxx{i]. 3 For pi name me lede and 
fober [printed frober: Vulg. entries] pou sal. 1382 [see 
Fopperep Zf/. aj. c1460 Towneley Myst, (Surtees) 89 
Let us go foder our mompyns. 1523 FirzHern. //2s0. § 70 
Horses and shepe, maye not be fodered together in wynter. 
1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 73 Yow are neaver to.. 
fother sheepe soe longe as they can gette any thing on the 
grownde. 1707 Mortimer “ws, 172 Straw will do well 
enough to Fodder them with. 1773 Barker in Phil. Trans. 
LXIII. 222 There was so little grass..that many were forced 
to fodder their cattle. 1832 Miss Mirrorp Vzd/age Ser. v. 
(1863) 328 A lad..had gone thither for hay to fodder his 
cattle. 1876 Whitby Gloss. s.v. Fodder,‘ Fodder'd up’, 
fed and bedded, as the stalled animals. 

transf. and fig. 1639 H. More Jmmort. Soul 11. xviii. 
§ x2 This notion of foddering the Stars with the thick foggs 
of the Earth. 31742 Younc Vt. 7h. vu. 42 This foreign 
field, Where nature fodders him [man] with other food. 
1891 Daily News 26 Jan. 6/3 They .. fodder their souls 
on all kinds of stale and withered doctrinal herbage. 

+b. To give cattle fodder upon (ground). Also 
To fodder on (ground), in zndtrect passive. Obs. 

1655 [see FoppERING 1]. 1664 Evetyn Kad. Hort, May 
56 A place that has been well fother'd on. 1693 [see Fop- 
DERED P/f/. a@.]. 

Hence Foddered /#/. a. 

1382 Wyc.ir 1 Sam. xxviii. 24 A foddred [1388 fat] calf. 
1692 DrypEN Cleomenes 1. ii, Accursed be thou, grass-eating 
foddered god! 1693 Evetyn De la Quint. Compl. Gard. 
Gloss., Fotherd Grounds, ground upon which Cattel are fed 
in Winter, with Hay, &c., to better it. 1713 Younc Last 
Day u. 256 The fodder’d beast. 

Fodder, obs. form of ForHEr. 

Fodderer (fp'doro1). [f. FoppER v. + -rr1.] 
One who fodders or feeds (cattle). 

1623 MinsHeEv, Crzvero, a fodderer of cattle. 169x J. P. 
Quakers Unmasked 16 Cattle .. that kick against their 
Fodderers. 1755 in Jonson; and in mod. Dicts. 

Fo'ddering, 22/. sb. [f. Fopprr v. + -1n@1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fopprr. 

€1570 Pride §& Low. (184t) 54 Farthest. .from skil, But yf 
it be in fodderyng of a beast. 1655 Harti Legacy (ed. 3) 
249 This way of pasturing of Clover will be a kind of fod- 
dering of the land, and rather improve then impair it. 1727 

BRADLEY Jam. Dict. s.v. Barn, Barns. .for..the more con- 
venient Foddering of Cattle with the Straw. 

2. concr. An allowance of fodder. 

16or Hottanp Pliny I. 401 Ten pound of it is a sufficient 
foddering for an horse. 1808 Curwen Zcon. Feeding Stock 
55 A foddering of straw from six to eight pounds. 

Jig. 1622 Maspe tr. Aleman’s Guzman ad’ Alf. 11. 46 Then 
did she reduce vnto her remembrance.. what drie fodderings 
he did gine her. 1662 Ramp Songs (1874) I. 161 A foddering 
of Prayer four hours by the Clock. 1843 CartyLe AZise. 
(1857) IV. 267 Heavy fodderings of Jesuit theology. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as foddering bani, boy, cord, 
ground, herb, place, rack, + stead, time. 

1837 Boston Advert. 17 Jan. 2/2 One fork and one *fod- 
dering band. 1827 CLare Sheph. Cal. 21 Nor ling’ring 
wait the *foddering-boy. 1890 Gloucestersh. Gloss., *Fod- 
dering cord, a hair and hemp cord used for binding up hay 
to take out to beasts. 1789 W. Marsnaty Gloucester I. 230 
A small dry grass inclosure, (near the homestall)—pro- 
vincially a ** foddering ground ’—where they have their fill 
of hay. 1816 F. VANDERSTRAETEN Jpr. Agric. 8 Roots 
and *foddering herbs for cattle. 1587 MascaLi Govt. Cattle 
(1627) 203 The Shepheard. .shall often cleanse the “fodder- 
ing places of his sheepe. 1697 Drypen Vire. Georg. 111. 606 
Salt Herbage for the *fodd’ring Rack provide. 1619 WV. 
Riding Rec. 1V. 153 A messuage and land with one 
*fotheringe stead. 1641 Best Harm. Bks. (Surtees) 10 As 
soon as *fotheringe time is past ..remoove them. 

Fodderless ({pdaslés), a. [f. Fopprer sd. + 
-LEss.] Without fodder. 

1852 Tait's Mag. XIX. 760 Fodderless cattle. 

+ Fo'dding. Ods.—' [? forfadyng:—OE. fadung 
apportionment.] ?A division. 

13.. A. Adis. 48 Wyse men fond also there, xij foddyng to 
ae 1% . Thes furste was cleped Mars, That othir Averil 

etc. }. 

+t Fode, sd. Obs. rare—}. 
with fair words (see the verb). 


?One who beguiles 


| 





FOE. 


a@31529 SkELToN Manerly Margery to Strawe, Jamys 
foder, ye play the fode, I am no hakney for your rode. 

+Fode,v. Obs. Forms: a. 6 foad, foude, foode, 
+ foord, 4-6 fode. 8. 6 foder, fowder, foadre. 


[Of obscure etymology. 

Commonly regarded as a fig. use of Foon v. The occa- 
sional use of ¢o feed forth instead of to fode forth (see 
FrEEp 7. 2b) seems to show that the word was sometimes 
so interpreted in 15-16th c; but the spelling foade, and the 
late survival of fode, prove that the vowel sound was not 
that which represented OE. 6, but that which represented 
OE. 4 or OE. o in open syllables. No certain connexions 
are known; Grimm gives several examples of an early mod, 
Ger. fot sb., app. meaning ‘ guile, deceit.’] ‘ 

1. ¢vans. To beguile with show of kindness or fair 


words; to entertain with delusive expectations; to 
encourage or confirm in a foolish purpose or 
opinion, soothe in fancied security; to give coun- 


tenance to (a delusion), 

a. 61350 W727. Palerne 1646 Foule bow me fodest wib pi faire 
wordes. Jd. 57 Pe cherl..foded it [pe barn] wip floures & 
wip faire by-hest. 1526 SkeLTon A/agzyf 1719, Lam not 
wont to fode Them that dare put theyr trustein me. 1565 
CaLFHILL Answ. Treat. Crosse (1846) 3 Least..you your 
selues be fooded in your folly. 1565 GoLpiInGc Ovid's Met. 
vu. (1587) o9b, The morning foading this my feare, to 
further my deuice, my shape .. had altered with a trice. 
1571 — Calvin on Ps. xxxii, 1 The frowarde reckelesse- 
nesse of the flesh fodeth many. 

B. 1545 State Papers Hen. VIII, X. 297 Thempereur 
myndeth..to fowder His Highnes with woordes of pleasure, 
until he may [ete.]. 1571 A/irr. Mag., Rivers xxxii, And 
as they foadred [1563 foaded] these and diuers other With 
like deceit they vsed the King my brother. 

2. To fode forth, (occas. forward, off, on, out): 
a. To lead on (a person, etc.) by raising delusive 
expectations ; to ‘fob off’ with excuses or evasive 
devices for gaining time. 

a. 1479 Sir J. Paston in Paston Lett. No. 840 III. 255, I 
hopyd to have borowyd some off Tounesend and he hath 
ffoodyd me fforthe evyrsynys. 1525 Lp. Berners /’vo7ss, I. 
exxvili [cxxiv]. 365 The duke alwayes foded hym forthe and 
made semblant that he had great affection to treate for 
this mariage. 1556 J. Heywoop Sfider & F. i. 30 A booke 
I tooke in hand Some thinge to reade, to fode foorth fan- 
tasie. 1573 Barer Adv. F 827 He was fooded foorth in 
vaine with long talke. 41591 Harincton Or. Fur. 1x. lix, 
In this meane time with words he foded out The worthy 
Earle. 1603 Knotites Hist. Turks 114 Feeding him vp 
with faire words, and foerding him on from time to time 
with delaies. 1616 Hieron /V%s. II. 42 Hee feeds and 
foades vs off with vaine words. 

B. 1545 State Pap. Hen. VIII, X. 297 Vf he shall still 
foder Us furth with fayre wordes, 

b. To waste (time), delay or postpone (a matter) 
by evasive excuses. Also adsol. 

1525 Lp. Berners /ozss. II. xlii. 129 Syr Othes .. foded 
forth the tyme as he that wyst not what todo. 1529 More 
Comf. agst. Trib. u. Wks. 1163/2 The Wolfe would not 
come to confession tyl .. Palme sondaye:..and then foded 
yet forth farther, on tyl good Fryday. 1544 State Pap.. 
fen. VIII, 1X, 653 They seke..to fode the matier forwarde, 
until [etc.]. 1577 tr. Budllinger’s Decades (1592) 237 What- 
soeuer is. .foaded off till a longer time then it ought to be. 

Fode, -er, -yr, obs. ff. Foop, FoppEr, ForHEr. 

Foderate (fp'dére't), a Mumism. rare. [ad. 
med.Lat. foderat-us, f. Rom. *fodero (It. fodero, 
OF. fuerre), a. Teut. *fédr- sheath, case (see note 
s.v. Fopprr), The etymologically equivalent F. 
Jourré is used in the same sense.] Of a coin: 
Coated or sheathed. 

1854 Bapuam /fadlieut. 287 note, Foderate coins. .consist 


of an interior or azé#za of copper laminated on both sides 
with an apparently continuous coating of the purest silver. 

+ Fodge, v. Obs.—! =Fanar v. 6. 

1591 Lyty Endy. 1. ii, My fancies began to fodge. 

Fodgel (fp'dzél), a. Sc. [f. fodge, var. of FADGE 
50.3 + -EL?.] ‘Fat, squat and plump’ (Jam.). 

1724 Ramsay 7¢a-t. Misc. (1733) 1. 23, | ama fine fodgel 
lass. 1789 Burns Grose’s Peregrin. ii, If. .ye chance to light 
Upon a fine, fat, fodgel wight. 1858 M. Porteous Soxter 
Johnny 11 Ele was a gash wee fodgel body. 

Fodient (fou-dient), a. and sd, [ad. L. fodient- 
em, pr. pple. of fodtre to dig.] 

A. adj. Digging; (of certain animals) burrowing. 

1676 Cours, Modzent, digging. 1721 in Baitey. 1881 Nature 
XXIV. 209 Such are its fodient powers. .that [etc. ]. 

B. sé. A burrowing animal. 

1879 E. W. Wuite in Proc. Zool. Soc. (1880) 9 As a fodient 
+-it perhaps excels all other burrowing animals. 1888 
Riverside Nat. Hist. V. 61 As a family the Fodients are 
entitled Orycteropodide. 

+ Fod:me, sd. Ods. [f. root of Foop.] ? Product. 

c1250 Gen. § Ex, 124 De Sridde dai was al Bis wro3t, 
And erdes fodme on werldes bro3t. 

+Fo'dme, v. Os! In 4 fodeme. [f. as 
prec. Cf. FoppEen v.] zrans. To produce. 

c1400 Pistil of Susan 92 Pe fyge and pe filbert were 


fodemed so fayre. 
+Fo-dneth. [? OE. */dod (Somner), f. root 
of féda, Foon, Cf. Foppen, v.] Sustenance. 

e1175 Lamb. Hom. 137 Swulche monne pe he ahte mid 
rihte helpe to fodnede and to scrude. 

Fodyr, obs. form of Fopprr, Forner. 

Foe (fox), a. and sé. Forms: aaj. 1 fah, fa, 
2—7 (see forms of the sb.) ; sd. stg. 1 3ef&, 2-3 ifa, 
ifo, ivo, 2-6 fa(a, 3 south. va, (4 fau), 3-6 fo(o, 
3 south. vo, (3 foa), 4-5 Sc. fai, fay, 8-9 Sc. fae, 
5- foe. f/, a. weak forms; I sefan, 2-3 ifan, 


FOE. 


ifon, ivon, 3 fan, foan, sow/h. voan, (feon), 4-7 
fon(e, foon(e, 4 south. von, 6 foen, 5-6 foyn. 
B. strong forms: 4-5 fa(a)s, faes, fais, fase, 4-6 
fois, foo(e)s, 5 fos(e, (5 fosse, 6 fowys, Sc. feys), 
8-9 Sc. faes, 4- foes. [repr. two distinct. OE. 
words: (1) the simple féth, fdéz adj. (:—OTeut. 
*faiho-) ; (2) the compound gefé sb. (wk. masc.), 
originally an absolute use of *zeféh adj. (not re- 
corded as such)=OHG. o7féh at feud, odious 
(MHG. gevéch, gevé):— OTeut. *ga-faiho-, where 
the prefix imports the notion of ‘mutually’ (see Y-). 
As in many other sbs., the prefix ge-, z-, fell away 
in early ME., so that the compound sb. and the 
absolute use of the simple adj. became coincident. 

The Teut. adj. */azho- (represented only in W.Ger.) is 
referred to the Aryan root *fe/g- poig- pig-, whence OIrish 
oech enemy (:—foigos), Gr mixpos bitter, Lith. A2#fa-s angry. 
The current statement that the word is etymologically akin 
to Fienp depends on the doubtful hypothesis that the root 
*peig- is an extension of *Zez- to hate.) 

+A. adj. Obs. (In 16-17th c., the adjectival 

use is to be regarded as a new development from 
the sb., not as a continuation of the OE. adj.) 

1. At feud w2th; hostile, inimical (¢0). 

Beowulf 811 He wes faz wid god. ax1178 Cott. Hom. 231 
Frend oder fend, hold oder fa. ¢1425 WyNnroun Crow. vii. 
Xxxvil. 164 Fortown forsyd hyr to be Fa. @1568 AscHamM 
Scholem. u. (Arb.) gt So fast to frende, so foe to few, so 
good to euery wight, 1603 Frorio Montaigne 1. xlvii. 154 
An enemie-country and foe-land. 

2. Hindering progress, rough, rugged. 

c1340 Gaw. 4 Gr. Kut. 1430 Bitwene a flosche in bat 
fryth & a foo cragge. 


B. sd. (Now somewhat rhetorical ; superseded in 
general use by ENEmy.) 

1. In early use, an adversary in deadly feud or 

mortal combat ; now in wider sense, one who hates 


and seeks to injure another; a personal enemy. 

a1ooco Laws Alfred 1. (Thorpe) xlii, Gif he mzgnes 
hebbe pet he his zefan beride. c1175 Lamb. Hone. 87 
God heom aredde wid heore ifan and heom fordude. c¢ 1200 
Trin. Coll, Hont. 219 Nu is euerihe man ifo pare he solde 
fren be. a1225 Ancr. R. 274 Pauh pi foa hurte pe ode vet. 
a 1250 Owl §& Night. 1714 Moni man .. Thurh belde worde 
--Deth his ivo for arehwe swete. @1300 Cursor M. 1593 
(Cott.) Hijs faas to bring al o lijf. 1340 Ayend. 255 He 
ualp liztliche ine be honden of his uon. 1375 BARBouR 
Lruce wu. 208 Robert the bruce, that wes his fa. c 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 223 And freyndes fynde I foyn. 
1526 Tinpace AZatz. x. 36 A mannes fooes shalbe they of his 
owne housholde. 1625 Mitton Ox Death fair Infant 66 
Toslake his wrath whom sin hath made our foe. 1728 Pore 
Dune. wt. 177 Embrace, embrace, my sons! be foes no more ! 
1787 Burns Zan Samson's Elegy vii, Your mortal fae is 
now awa’, Tam Samson’s dead! 1823 Byron 3waz vu. 
Ixx, He. .could crack His jest alike in face of friend or foe. 
1859 Tennyson Laine 1083 He makes no friend who never 
made a foe. 


b. Our foe, the arch foe: the Devil; = Enemy 1 b. 


a 1225 ce" 4 R. 62 Vre vo, be weorreur of helle. c 1366 
Cuaucer AB C 84 Lat not our alder foo make his bobance. 
1667 Mitton P. LZ, vi. 259 The arch foe subdu’d Or Captive 
drag’d in Chains. i ‘ 

c. Ina weaker sense; An adversary, antagonist, 
opponent. 

1697 Drypven Virg, Georg. 1.776 The Groom .. watches 
with a Trip his Foe to foil. 1870 Morris Zarthly Par. 1. 
133 Made happy that the foe the prize hath won. 

d. transf. and fig. (a) One who feels unfriendly 
or acts in opposition or prejudicially zo (some 
thing), an ill-wisher; (6) Anything that harms or 
is likely to injure. 

(@) 1607 Suaks, Cor, 11.1. 176 A Foe to’ th’ publike Weale. 
1742 Pore Dunc. ww. 460 A gloomy Clerk, Sworn foe to 
Myst’ry, yet divinely dark. 1813 SHeLiey Q. A7ab 1x. 176 
Death is no foe to virtue. 1859 TENNYSON Guinevere 508, 
I hold that man the worst of public foes Who [ete.]. 

(4) c12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 33 Crist him hadde warned 
togenes pre fon, synne .. sor and dead. 1413 Pilgr, Sowle 
(Caxton 1483) Iv. xx. 65 Myrthe is to me become a very foo. 
1607 SHAks. 7vsnou u. ii. 241 That thought is Bounties 
Foe. 1807 Craspe Village u. 192 Grief is a foe, expel him 
then thy soul. 

2. One belonging to a hostile army or nation, an 
enemy in battle or war. 

cxzo0gs Lay. 215 Inne pane fehte his feon heo him bi- 
nomen. 1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 228 Deliuerit of sic 
felloune a faa. c1470 Henry Wadlace 1. 54 Foly it was 
+.Succour to sek A hee alde mortale fa. 1591 SPENSER 
Vis. Bellay 66 A barbarous troupe of clownish fone. 1667 
Mitton P. L.1. 437 Before the Spear Of despicable foes. 
1704 Appison Poems, Campaign, Give thy brave foes their 
due. 1838 TxHirtwaLt Greece IIL. 251 Abundant oppor- 
tunities of annoying their hereditary foes in the Jand of 
their fathers, 1887 Bowen Virg. A’neid u. 71 Trojans eye 
me in wrath, and demand my life as a foe ! 

3. collect. A hostile force; = ENEMY 3. 

1593 Suaxs. 3 Hen. VJ, 1. iv. 3 All my followers, to the 
eager foe Turne back, and flye. 1633 Massincer Guardian 
1.1, For a flying foe, Discreet and provident conquerors 
build up A bridge of gold. 1794 Burns Ox the Seas § Far 
Away, He’s on the seas to meet the foe. 1816 Byron 
Ch. Har. Ww. xxv, Whispering with white lips—‘ The foe! 
they come! they come!’ 186 M. Parrison Zss. (1889) 
I. 47 Long after London had ceased to fear a foreign foe. 


A. atiril. and Comb., as foe-god; foe-reaped, 
subduing adjs.; foe-like, adj. and ady.; also + foe- 
hearted a., having the heart of a foe, hostile; 
+ foe-Troy a. (szonce-wd.), hostile to Troy. 
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1870 Rossetti Eden-Bower 53 Is not the *foe-God weak 
as the foeman When love grows hate in the heart of a 
woman? 1598 RowLanps Betraying Christ 6 Now *foe- 
harted, trecherous of intent. 1556 J. Heywoop Spider & F. 
Ixiii. 57 These *folike freendes. 1638 G, Sanvys Paraphr. 
Lament. ii. 13 He.. Foe-like hath bent his Bow. 1812 Byron 
Curse Minerva 301 'Vhe rifled mansion, and the *foe-reap’d 
field. 1590 1. Watson Lclog. Death Sir F. Walsingham 
300 Poems (Arb.) 169 Where arms are vsd by *foe-subduing 
powers. 1615 CHAPMAN Odyss. XIv. 332 ‘Till the Thunderet 
drew Our Forces out in his *foe-Troy decrees, 

+ Foe, v. Ods. [f. prec. sb.] tans. a. To set 
at enmity. b. To make or treat as a foe or 
enemy. 

c1200 Trin. Coll, Hom. 209 Pe deuel..fode be forme man 
wid god. 1596 Spenser /. Q. vi. xi. 6 Sith in his powre 
she was to foe or frend. 160z Warner Add. Eng. x. lv. 
(1612) 245 So far was she from fooing her that sought her 
life and Rayne. 

Fo(e, obs. form of Frw. 

+ Feoede, «. Ods.—! [ad. L. fadus foul.] Foul. 

1657 lomiinson Renou's Disp. 319 No King .. was ever 
correpted with such a foede disease, 

Foederal, Foederally, Foedity: see Frp-. 

+Foehood. Ods. [f. For+-Hoop; app. an 
alteration of food, earlier form of Frup sé.2]  En- 
mity, hatred; a state of mutual hostility. 

1575 LANEHAM Led. (1871) 17 At vtter deadly fohod. 1606 
Warner A. Eng. xv. xcvi. (1612) 382 And faith with vs not 
to be held, but foehood euermore. 1625 JACKSON Christ's 
Answ. § 57. Wks. 1844 VI. 417 These strange reconciliations 
and composals of these inbred fohoods, 

+ Foe‘ish, 2. Obs. rare. [f. Fou sd. + -18H.] 
Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a foe. 

1566 Drant Wail. Hierem. K jb, Fell into foyshe hande. 
Ibid, K iij b, He bent his bowe in foyshe guyse. 

Foeless, a. [f. Fornsd. +-LEss.] Having no foe. 

1865 S. Evans Bro. Labian 102 Nickar the soulless. . Sits 
.-Friendless and foeless. 

Foeman (fawman). arch, and poet. Forms: 
see For, -[OE. féhman, f. fah, Yor a. + Mayn.] 
An enemy in war, an adversary. 

ax000 Polit. Laws Alfred vy, Gif hie fah-mon Zeierne. 
a1178 Cott. Hom. 24x Ne nanman ne fiht buton wid his 
ifomenn. ax225 Azvcr. R. 404 Mon worped Grickischs fur 
upon his fomen, & so me ouerkumed ham. 1375 Barsour 
Bruce vt. 648 He of his famen four has slayn. 14.. Sz 
Beues 244(MS. M.) Dame, why haste thou my fader betrayde 
And wyll be wedyd to his foman? 1579 Spenser Sheph. 
Cal. Feb. 21 Ne euer was to Fortune foeman. 1620 QUARLES 
Fonah (1717) 48 To save us harmless from our Fo-mans 
jaws. 1810 Scott Lady of L. v. x, Foemen worthy of their 
steel. 1864 A. McKay Hist. Kilmarnock 12 Every move- 
ment of the advancing foeman. 

+ Foemate. Os. rare. [f. Fou sh. + Mat] 
? One matched against another in battle ; an enemy. 

1s9z WyrLey Arvmorie, Ld. Chandos g2 His folks assaild, 
the foemate was too strong. 

Foenugreek, var. of FENUGREEK. 


Foeship (fowfip). [f. Fon sd. +-surr.] 

+1. Enmity, hatred. Ods. 

c1200 Trin. Coll. Hon. 45 Panne is here foshipe turnd al 
to frendshipe. 13.. &. #. Addit. P. B. 919 No foschip 
oure fader hatz be schewed. 1556 Aurelio §& Jsabel ¥ iij, 
The foshippe that you beare me. 

2. The relation of foes. sonce-use. 

1883 H. Stevens in A¢henxum 6 Oct. 433/3 His friendships 
and foeships. 

Foetal, fetal (frtal), a [f Far-us + -au.] 
Of or pertaining to or of the nature of a foetus; 


in the condition of a foetus. 

1811 B. WaterHousE Gotanist ii. 26 A glutinous sub- 
stance, laid up for the nourishment of the foetal animal. 
1834 J. Forses Laennec’s Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 663 The action 
of the foetal heart. 1858 J. H. Benner Nutrition i. 1 During 
foetal life the materials of nutrition are .. supplied by the 
mother. 1859 Darwin Ovig. Sec. xiv. 397 The presence 
of teeth in foetal whales. 

jig. 1820 Cotenipce Left, (1836) I, 88 Meteorology, a 
science so misnamed, which so far from being in its infancy 
is not yet inits fetalstate. 1890 J. H. Srirtinc Gifford Lect. 
v. 88 Their life was as yet foetal in the State, their mother. 

+Fotant, a. Obs. erron. -ent. [ad. L. 
Jetant-em, pr. pple. of fetare: see next.] Fruitful. 

1678 R. R{usseLv] Geder 1. 19 Our Stone is no other than 
a Foetent (or fruitful) Spirit and Living Water. 

Feta‘tion, feta'tion. [agent-n. f. L. /etare 
to produce offspring, f. root of fetus Farus.] 
The formation of a foetus or embryo. 

1669 Wor.incE Syst. Agric. (1681) 3 The fruitful Foetation 
and Progeny of Animals. 1677 Hares Prim. Orig. Man. 
ul. vi. 280 The Eggs of Silkworms..being ripen'd to foeta- 
tion by the heat of the Sun. 1851 F. H. RamsporHam 
Obstet. Med. (ed. 3) 631 Extra-uterine foetation. — 

Foeticide, feticide ({7tisoid). [f. Far-us + 
-(I)CIDE: see -CIDE 2.] The action of destroying 
a foetus or causing abortion. Also attrib. 

1844 in Hosiyn Dict. Med. 1862 M. Horxins Hawait 
365 Foeticide and abortion are meant ..to be included 
under .. infant murder. 1889 J. M. Duncan Lect. Dis, 
Women viii. (ed. 4) 49 The value of foeticide treatment. | 

Hence Feetici‘dal a., of or pertaining to foeticide. 

In some mod. Dicts. a 

Foetid, Foetor, var. forms of Frrip, Frror. 

Fotiferous, fetiferous (ftiferes), a. [f. 
L. fétifer (f. fét-us offspring + -fer producing) + 
-ous.] Producing offspring. 

1656-81 in Biounr Glossogy. 1775 in AsH. 1859 Topp 
Cycl. Anat. V. 587/2 An ‘undisputed case of purely ovarian 
foetiferous ovum’, 
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Similarly Feetific a. [see -ric], making fruitful 
(Bailey 1727, vol. Il). Feetifica'tion [see -rica- 
TION], a bringing forth fruit (Bailey 1727, vol. II). 
Foti‘parous a. [+L. -parus producing ( parcre 
to produce) +-ous]. (See quot.) 

1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Hetiparous, producing premature 
offspring, such as occurs in Marsupialia. 

+ Foe'ture. Ods. Also 5-7 feture, 6-7 feature, 
[ad. L. feétdéra, f. *fé-: see Farus.] 

1. The action or process of bearing young. 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb. w. 731 Luke water best helpeth 
thaire feture [zofe calvyng]. 1657 Tomiinson Reno's 
Disp. 447 [The Hen] exhibits most commodious foeture. 

2. concr. a. The embryo; the foetus. b. The 
matured offspring ; the product. Also collect. 

1545 Raynoitp Byrth Mankynde (1564) 27 b, A continuall 
course of blood. .redy to. .norysh the feature, so sone as it 
shalbe conceiued. 1658 RowLanp AZoufet’s Theat. Ins. 984 
‘The .. feture is so tender, that with the least touch it is 
bruised to pieces. 

Jig. 1584 tr. Latimer’s Sern. Luke xvi. in Fruith Serne. 
12 Some of them ingendred one, some other such features. 
1605 B. Jonson Volfone Ded., Because in some mens 
abortiue features. .it is ouer-true. 

Foetus, fetus ({7tvs). [a. L. fetus (a stem) 
offspring (incorrectly written fates), f. root */2- to 
produce offspring :—Aryan *dAqwe-, an extension 
of root *bheu-, bhu-, to grow, come into being: 
see BE v. 

The etymologically preferable spelling with ¢ in this word 
and its cognates is adopted as the standard form in some 
recent Dicts., but in actual use is almost unknown. 

The youngtof viviparous animals in the womb, 
and of oviparous animals in the egg, when fully 
developed. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. xlix. (1495) 167 ‘The 
chylde that is conceyued in the moder hyght Fetus in 
latyn. 1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1.397 At this time 
the burthen is called Foetus of the Latines, and Embryon of 
the Greekes. 1660 Boyte New Zap. Phys. Mech. Digress. 
373 The Foetus respires in the Womb. 1796 De Serra 
in Phil. Trans. LX XXVI. 500 The gems as correspondent 
to living born feetuses. 1847-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. 
(ed. 4) 867 We have yet to learn how the feetus is matured 
after the exhaustion of this supply. 


transf. 1692 BentLey Boyle Lect. 142 The soil, pregnant 
and big with foetus’s of all imaginable .. structures of 
body. 


Fog (fg), sb.1 Also 4, 6-7, 9 foge(e, 6 Sc. foge, 
7, 9 feg, 8 Sc. fouge, fug. [of unknown origin ; 
the Welsh fg ‘dry grass’ (O. Pughe), often given 
as the source, is from Ing. } 

1, a. The grass which springs up immediately 
after the hay-crop has been taken off, aftermath. 
b. The long grass left standing in the fields during 
winter; rank grass. ( 70 leave) under fog: with the 
long grass standing. 

13.. £. EZ. Allit. P. B. 1683 He fares forth on alle faure, 
fogge watz his mete. c1g400 Sowdone Bab. 2865 And fille 
oure somers withe fog and haye. 1500-20 Dunnar Poems 
Ixi. 34 Great court horss puttis me fra the staw, To fang 
the fog be firthe and fald. 1570 Levins A/anip. 157 
Fogge, postfanium. 1641 Best Hari. Bhs. (Surtees) 130 
I haue knowne the fogge of this close letten from Michael- 
masse till Lady-day for 33s. 4@. 1674 N. Cox Gentd. 
Recreat, ut. (1677) 40 These Partridges .. do lodge in the 
dead Grass or Fog under Hedges. 1789 Z7vans. Soc. 
Encourag. Arts VII. 39 The fog, or after-grass, was 
ploughed in. 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon (1813) 226 
The last year’s fog is pared down as close and even as 
possible. 1834 Drit, Hush. I. 484 The precaution of 
leaving a portion under fog forms a sure resource against 
a scarcity of summer feed. 1876 World V. No. 115. 13 To 
be let, the eatage of fog on thirteen acres of old grass- 
land. 

+e. ?A growth of this grass. Ods.—* ‘ 

1661 Lovet, Hist, Anin. & Min, 158 They .. make their 
nests in foggs. 

d. ? A tangled mass. 

1869 BLackmore Lovwa D. x, Where a fog was of rushes, 
and floodwood, and wild celery-haulm. 


2. Sc. and north. = Moss. 

c14s0 Henryson Mor. Fab. 9 It was a sober wane, Of 
foge and farne full febillie way made. 1494 in Ld. 77eas. 
Acc. Scotl, I. 249 Item gyffyne for fog to the barge tijs. 
1724 Ramsay Tea-t. Misc. (1733) I. 66 Between hands .. 
we'll. .sport upon the velvet fog. 1750 in Ramsay Sc. Prov. 
12 A rowing stane gathers nae fog. 1788 E. Picken Elegy on 
Yon Place Poems 181 Green fug, mantlan’ owre the sclates, 
Held out the air. 1805 Forsytu Beauties Scotl. 11. 458 
Lime is the mortal enemy of all sorts of fog or moss. 1853 
G. Jounston Nat. Hist. E. Bord. 26x ‘The term ‘fog 
comprehends many species of Hypna. 

8. attrib. and Comd., as fog-grass, -harrow, 
-land, -moss. Also, fog-cheese = eddtsh-cheese ; 
fog-earth, peat; fog-fruit (see quot.); fog- 
house (see quot.). ‘ 

1822 Nares, */og-cheeses in Yorkshire, are such as are 
made from this latter grass. 1886 ELwortny I’. Somerset 
Word-bk., *Fog-earth, peat, bog-earth. — 1866 7reas. Bot., 
* Hog-fruit, an American name for Lippra nodtflora. 1886 
Exwortny W. Somerset Word-bk., *Fog-grass, coarse sedgy 
grass, such as grows in wet places. 1880 Antrim § Down 
Gloss., *Fog-harrow, a harrow to clear moss away. 1842 
C. W. Jounson Farmer's Encycl. 494 A *fog-house means 
a house built or lined with moss. 1829 J. Hopcson in J. 
Raine AZem, (1858) IL. 158 The corn and *foglands. 1805 
Forsytu Beazties Scotl. U1. 257 Yellowish, or *fogg-moss, 
is much less compact than [black moss]. ri 
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Fog (fpg), sd.2 Also 6-7 fogge. [prob. a back- 
formation from Focey a.] 

+I, 1. Flabby substance (in the body), un- 
wholesome fat; ‘ waste flesh’ (cf. quot. from Pals- 
grave s.v. Focey 3). Ods. [Cf Foaey a. 3.] 

1586 Bricnt AZelanch. xxi. 124 In stead of firme substance 
the bodie is ouercharged with a counterfette kind of fatte, 
and hydropical fogge, which beareth shewe of good habite. 

II. [Cf. Foaey a. 4.] 

2. Thick mist or watery vapour suspended in the 
atmosphere at or near the earth’s surface; an 
obscured condition of the atmosphere due to the 
presence of dense vapour. 

1544 Late Exped. Scotl. C iija, The sonne brake out, the 
fogge went awaye. 1578 T. Exris in Hakluyt Voy. ILI. 41 
A hidious fogge and mist, that continued till the nineteenth. 
rsgo Suaks. Aids. N. m1, ii. 357 The starrie Welkin couer 
thou anon With drooping foggeas blackeas Acheron. 1634 
MILTon Conus 433 No evil thing that walks by night, In fog, 
or fire. 1670 Evetyn Diary 15 Dec., The thickest and 
darkest fogg onthe Thames that was ever known. 1758 JoHN- 
son Idler No. 49 P 8 Hills obscured by fogs. .1833 Hr. 
Martineau Loom § Lugeert. iii, 28 A dense fog hung solow 
that there was no use in keeping watch. 1860 Tynpaci Glac. 
1. x, 66 His guides had lost their way in the fog. 1887 
Asusy-Sterry Lazy Minstr. (1892) 141 ‘Tis sometimes 
yellow, sometimes brown, A London Fog ! 

b. fg. In a fog: at a loss to know what to do. 

1602 Marston Axtonio’s Rev. ut. i. Wks. 1856 I, 105 
Stoop and beat downe this rising fog of shame. 1612 
Drayton Poly-olb. To Rdr., The thicke fogges and mists 
of ignorance. 1792 Wotcotr (P. Pindar) Ode to Ld. 
Lonsdale Wks. 1812 II1. 45 The people’s brains are losing 
their old fogs. 1874 MickLeruwatte AZod. Par. Churches 
326 Our sculptors are still blinded by the pséudo-Greek fog. 
1888 M. Ropertson Lombard St, Myst. xxii, I confess that, 
until it came to light, I was in a fog. 

3. zransf. a. Any abnormal darkened state of 
the atmosphere. b. Any substance diffused 
through the atmosphere, so as to cause darkness ; 
a dark mass (of smoke). Also s/ang= SMOKE, 

r6or Suaks. 7wel. NV. ty. ii. 48 Ignorance, in which thou 
art more puzel’d then the /Egyptians in their fogge. 1699 
Gartn D/sfens. 11. 30 Smouldring Fogs of smoke benight 
the Fire. c1700 Street Robberies Consider'd, Fog, smoke, 
1854 Kevtty & Tomiinson tr. Avago’s Astron. (ed. 5) 133 
The fog of 1783 .. extended from the north of Africa to 
Sweden. .It rose above the loftiest mountains. 

4. Photogr. A cloud or coating obscuring a 
developed plate. 

_ 1858 Sutton Dict. Photogr. s.v., A frequent cause of fog 
is [etc.]. 1873 Spon Workshop Rec. 1. 254 A deposit of red 
fog will take-place, 

5. Short for Fog-SIGNab 2. 

1883 F. S. Wituiams Our Iron Roads ix. (ed. 4) 295 As 
long as the distance-signal stands at ‘danger’ he is to keep 
two ‘ fogs’ on the rail. 

6. attrib. and Comb, 

a. attrib., as fog-clooud, -land, -smoke. 

1846 Wuittier /-xiles lii, No *fog-cloud veiled the deep. 
1886 Gent?. Mag, Apr. 411 We... step into the luminous *fog- 
land of poetry. 1808 Scorr Marm. u. Introd. ix, Rises the 
*fog-smoke white as snow. 

b. esf.in the names of instruments used for giving 
warning in foggy weather, as fog-alarm, -bell, 
-detonator, -gong, -gun, -horn, -trumpet, -whistle, 
Also FoG-SIGNAL, 

1841 Loner, Wreck Hesp., ’Tis a *fog-bell on a rock- 
bound coast, 1892 Pall Afall G.17 Oct. 4/3 The cap of 
a*fog-detonator. 1883 Misheries Exhib. Catal, 32 A.. Bell 
Metal Chinese *Fog Gong. 1858 in Merc. Marine Mag. V. 
363 A gong and “fog-horn is. .sounded in foggy weather. 

c, instrumental and originative, as /og-dors, 
-bound, -bred, -hidden, -ridden, adjs. 

1818 Keats Endymion uu. 278 The *fog-born elf, 1855 
Crarke Dict., *Fog-bound, detained by fog. 1848 KinGstey 
Saint's Trag.1. iii, Vhis *fog-bred mushroom-spawn of brain- 
sick wits. 1893 Catholic News 21 Jan. 5/1 That *fog-hidden 
day. 1887 All Year Round 26 Feb. 135 Our chilly *fog- 
ridden towns. 

d. Special comb.: fog-bow, a phenomenon 
similar to the rainbow, produced by the action of 
light on the particles of fog; fog-circle = prec. ; fog- 
dog (see Dog 5d. 10); fog-drift, a drifting mass of 
fog ; fog-eater (see quot.) ; fog-logged a., stopped 
by fog; fog-man=FoccER3; + fog-pate, a stu- 
pid muddle-headed person ; fog-ring (see quot.). 

1831 Brewster Oftics xxxii. 268 A *fog-bow, which re- 
sembled a nebulous arch, in which the colours were invisible. 
1890 E. Gosse Life P, H. Gosse 62 The rare Arctic appear- 
ance known as the fog-bow, or *fog-circle. 1853 Zeclesiolog ist 
XIV. 390*Fog-drifts drove rapidly over the bleak crags. 1867 
SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., *Fog-eater,a synonym of *fog- 
dog and fog-bow. 1846 P. Parley’s Ann. VII. 5 The Prince 
Regent. .proceeding towards Hatfield got *‘fog-logged ’, as 
it was called, and could not proceed. 1883 F. S. WittiAmMs 
Our Tron Roads ix. (ed. 4) 294 In that cottage lives a *‘ fog- 
man’ and he was wanted for his duties. 1732 H/yf-Doctor2 
May 1/1 Reasoning with these eternal *¥og-pates. 1852 
Branve Suppl., *Hog-rings, banks of fog arranged in a 
circular or ring form. 

+ Fog, a. Obs. rare. [Shortened from Foaey 
a.) Gross, bloated. Cf. Foaey a.3 

1583 SranyHuRsT Aeneis ut. (Arb.) 92 Polyphem’.A fowle 
fog monster, 

Fog (fpg), v1 [f. Fos sd] ~ 

1. zntr. To become overgrown with moss. Sc. 

1715 Pennecutk Tweeddale 31 About this town [Peebles] 
+-fruit and forest trees. are seldom seen either to fog or be 
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bark-bound. x805 Forsytu Beauties Scotl, I. 525, The 
hedges fog at the stem. 18z0 G, Cuatmers Caledonia II. 
lii. 204 St. Bothan’s well... neither fogs nor freezes. < 
2. Agric. (trans.) a. To leave land ‘ under fog’: 
see Foa sd.1 1 and Foaeine vél. sb. b. To feed 


(cattle) on fog. 

1814 Davies Agric. S. Wales 1. 545 We saw a piece that 
had been fogged successively during sixteen years, and. .was 
improving annually. 1828 Carr Craven Gloss. s. v.. When 
farmers take the cattle out of their pastures in autumn; 
they say ‘they are boun to fog them’. 1855 OciLvie Suppl., 
Fog, in agriculture, to feed off the fog or pasture in winter, 
as cattle. 1893 Wzlts Gloss , Fog, to give fodder to cattle. 

Fog (fpg), v.2 [f. Foe sb.2 Cf. befog.] 

. trans. To envelope with or as with fog; to 
stifle with fog. Also fi. 

1599 Soliman & P.1.C ij, Fog not thy glory with so fowle 
eclipse. 160r Br. Bartow Defence 19 Somtimes by clouds 
it [the sun] is enueloped, and by mists fogged. a 1684 
LeiGutTon Comm. 1st Pet. i, 10-12 That the light of divine 
truth may..nct be fogged and misted with filthy vapours. 
1811 Byron Let. to Mrs. Byron 14 Jan., Imight have stayed, 
smoked in your towns, or fogged in your country, a century. 
1881 W. C. Russett Ocean Free Lance I. vi. 296 The 
hurricanes which. .fogged her decks with flying spume. 

2. fig. To put (a person) ina ‘ fog’; to bewilder 
utterly, mystify, perplex; to render (ideas, etc.) 
misty or confused, 

1818 Keats Lett, Wks. 1889 III. 124, I must fog your 
memories about them [wZz. books he had borrowed], 1888 
Lllustyr. Lond. News Xmas No. 11/1 These folks fog me.. 
Ican’t talk their lingo. 1890 B. SHARPE in Vature 30 Oct. 
634 To merge many species under the genus Picus tends 
to fog and confuse the ideas of geographical distribution, 

3. itr. a. To become covered or filled with 
fog. (In mod. Dicts.) b. Zo fog off: to perish 
from damp, to damp off. 

1849 lorist Aug. 221 Watch carefully that decayed leaves 
do not cause the cuttings to fog off. 1880 WV. § Q. 20 Nov, 
406 A gardener speaks of his cuttings from bedding plants 
which have not taken root as having ‘fogged off’. | 

4. Photogr. (trans.) To cloud or cover with an 


obscuring coating. Also Zo fog over. 

1854 Frul. Photogr. Soc. 21 Jan. 163/2 The relative values 
of acid or alkaline baths with respect to ‘fogging over’ the 
impressions taken on collodion. 1865 Reader No. 116. 
320/1 The negative was slightly fogged. 1893 Sir R. Baty 
Story of Sun 2x0 The flash of sunlight fogged the plate. 

5. Railway slang. (intr.) To place fog-signals 
on the line in foggy weather. 

1386 Lloyd's Weekly 26 Dec. 1/5 Engaged in the duty of 
‘fogging’. 1891 Star 21 Feb. 3/1 While he was fogging on 
the south side of Charing-cross-bridge, 

Hence Fogged ffl. a.; Fo-gging ffl. a. 

1617 Hirron Ws. (1619-20) II. 191 In some sicknesses, 
you shall see a man forget himselfe a little by some fogging 
sleepe. 1661 Fe_rHam Lesolves u. Lusoria xxviii, The Sun, 
before man’s damning Fall Threw a fogg’d guilt upon this All. 
1849 “lorist Dec. 321 Vo remove any fogged foliage. 1886 
Stevenson Dr, Fekyll 20 Under the face of the fogged city 
moon, 1890 Woopsury Zxcycl. Photogr. 300 Fogged plates 
will be produced if [etc.]. 

+ Fog, v.3 Ods. rare. [! Back formation from 
Foccer!.] zur, Toactina ‘pettifogging’ manner; 
to adopt underhand or unworthy means to secure 
gain. Hence Fo'gging ///. a. 

1588 M. Kyrrin Zerence’s Andria v.iv, Hah fogging knaue. 
1628 R.S. Counter Scuffle \xix, Wert not for vs, thou Swad, 
quoth hee, Where would’st thou fog to get a fee? 1641 Mix- 
ton Reform, i. (1851) 65 The fogging proctorage of money. 

Fogage, obs. form of Foacace. 

Fogan (fogan). dal. Also foggin, fogon. 
[? cf. OF. foca loaf baked under the ashes (A¢liric 
Gen. xviii. 6).] (See quots.) 

1810 Monthly Mag. June 436 Kogan, fogon .. In some 
parts of Cornwall..a cake made of the fat of pork and 
barley-meal. 1848 C. A, Jouns Week at Lizard 228 The 
latter, which they called ‘foggin’, consisting of cakes made 
of wheaten flour and currants, 

Fog-bank. [f. Foca sd.2 + Bank 50.1] (See 
quot. 1867.) Also fig. 

1659 D. Pen Jmpr. Sea 499 note, Quoth the Ship-master, 
It is but a fog-bank, there is no danger. 1769 Hirsrin PAzV. 
Trans. LIX. 230 A dark cloud, or rather fog-bank. 1819 
Byron ¥van u. xcvi, The frequent fog-banks gave them 
cause to doubt, 1865 MerivaLte Row. Emp. VILL. Ixviii. 
366 The clouds and fogbanks of Plotinus.. were replaced by 
the enduring fabric of the doctrine of the Christian Trinity. 
1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bh., Fog-bank,a dense haze, pre- 
senting the appearance of a thick cloud resting upon the 
horizon. 

Fogdom (fpgdam). zonce-wd. [f. Foa 5b.2 + 
-pom.}] The state of fog, foggy condition. 

1890 Longm. Mag. Mar. 488 The fogdom dun and brown 
Of thy streets, O London ‘Town. 

+ Foge.! Ods. [? cf. Fravcns.] ? Some ailment. 

1483 Cath. Angl. 137 Foge, reuma, vnemia [sic MS,3 
?read anemia). 

Foge 2 (foudz). Azén. [Of obscure origin; perh. 
local pronunciation of Foran.] (See quot. 1778.) 

1778 W. Pryce Min. Cornu, 321 Foge (Cornish), a forge or 
blowing-house for smelting of Tin. 1808 PoLwHELE Cornish- 
Eng. Voc., Foge, a blowing house, 

Fogey: see Foey. 

Foggage (fp'gédz). Sc. Also 7-8 fogage, (7 
foggadge). [ad. Sc. Law-Lat. (14th c. fogagiune) 
prob. f. Foe sb.!] 

1. Zaw. The pasturing of cattle on ‘ fog’; the 
privilege of doing this. 


FOGGINESS. 


2a 1800 tr. Leges Forestarum xv. in Sc. Acts (1844) 1, 690 
Gif bé king will set gers be be tym of fogage be quhilk is fra 

e fest of all hallowys quhil be fest of Sanct Patrik in lentryn 
ilk beest sal pay viij d. for fogage [Orig. per tempus fesasit 
. pro fogagio). 1593 Sc. Acts Fas, VI (1597) § 161 That the 
saidis glebes be designed with freedome of foggage, pastour- 
age, fewall, faill, diffat, loning, frie ischue and entrie. 1872 
C. Innes Lect. Scot. Legal Antig. vi. 252 The foggage of the 
Bishop's forest of Birss. 

2. Moss;=Foe s0.1 2. 

1786 Burns Zo a Mouse iv, An’ naething, now, to big a 
new ane O’ foggage green ! 

Fogged (fpgd), ppl. a. [f. Foa v.14 -mp 1.] 

1. Sc. Covered with moss; hence jig. (well) 
furnished or provided. 

1743 Maxwett Sel. Trans. Soc. Improv. Agric. Scot. 
too The grass..is become very sour, full of sprets, and in 
many places fogged. 1790 SuirreFs Poems 332 In case 
auld lucky be well fogget. a@1800 Jamirson Pop. Ball. 
I. 293 For noucht but a house-wife was wantin’ To plenish 
his weel-foggit byke. 

2. Left ‘under fog’: see Foe sd,l 1. 

1834 Brit. Husb.1. 484 The practice of putting cattle from 
fogged-fields into the straw yard at night. 

Fogger! (fpgor). [Of somewhat obscure 
history; but prob. derived from /zzgger, the sur- 
name of a renowned family of merchants and 
financiers of Augsburg in the 15th and 16th c. 

The name passed as an appellative into several European 
langs. In German fugger, fucker, focker (see Grimm) has 
had the senses ‘monopolist, engrosser’, ‘usurer’, ‘man of 
great wealth’, ‘great merchant’, and, in certain dialects 
(doubtless originally through ironical use), ‘huckster, 
pedlar.” Kilian 1598 has Flem. /ocker ‘monopolist, uni- 
versal dealer’ (vonofola, pantopola), giving fuggerus and 
Juccardus as popular mod. L. equivalents ; and in mod. Du, 
rijke fokker is an avaricious rich man. Walloon foukeur 
and Sp. ficay are contemptuous designations for a man of 
great wealth. A ‘petty Fugger’ would mean one who on 
a small scale practises the dishonourable devices for gain 
popularly attributed to great financiers; it seems possible 
that the phrase ‘petty fogger of the law’, applied in this 
sense to some notorious person, may have caught the 
popular fancy, and so have given rise to the specialized use 
In sense 1. Sense 2 was already developed in Ger. dialects 
(see Grimm), though the channel by which it came to 
England is unknown. Cf. Fooxer.] : 

+1. A person given to underhand practices for 
the sake of gain; chiefly, a contemptuous designa- 
tion for a lawyer of a low class. Usually preceded 
by fetty (see PETTIFOGGER). Obs. 

1576 FLeminc Panopl. Epist. 320 As for this pettie fogger, 
this false fellowe that is in no credite or countenance. 
1577 Harrison Lvgland u, ix. (1877) 1. 206 Brokers 
betweene the pettie foggers of the lawe and the common 
people. 1588 M. Kyrrin Zevence’s Andria w.v, 1 should 
be exclaimed ypon to bee a beggerly fogger, greedily 
hunting after heritage. c1600 Norpen Sfec, Drit., Cornw. 
(1728) 27 The baser sorte of people [are]. .verie litigious. . by 
meanes wherof the Fogers and Petie Lawiers .. gett vnto 
themselues. . great advauntage, * 

2. dial. ‘A huckster; a petty chapman carrying 
small wares from village to village’ ory, Voce. 
£. Anglia, a 1825). 

1800 Larwoop Worf. Dialogue in Skeat Nine Spec. Eng. 
Dialects (E. D. S.) 119 The fogger [in the ‘translation’ 
rendered ‘the man at the chandler’s shop’]. 1805 W. TAyLor 
in Ann, Rev. III. 60 All hawkers, foggers, and pedlars. 

3. A middleman in the nail and chain trade. 

1868 Jorn. Star 10 Mar., Down with the ‘foggers’, 
says I. 1871 Gd. Words 610 Where, as is often the case, 
the ‘fogger’ keeps a public-house, the truck system is so 
worked as to foster drunkenness. 1888 7 vies 29 Nov. 9/5 
The nailers..are at the mercy of ‘foggers’ or factors. 

Fogger? (fggo1). dial. [perh. f. Foe v1 
+ -ER!; the word has a curious resemblance to 
Du. fokker breeder of cattle, f. fokken vb.] An 
agricultural labourer chiefly engaged in feeding 
and attending to cattle. 

1851 in Berksh. Gloss. 1858 Hucues Scouring White 
forse 75, found Joe with his fogger. . looking at some calves. 
1879 JErreries Amateur Poacher (1889) 223 A fogger going 
to fodder his cattle came across a pheasant lying dead on 
the path, 

Fogger ® (fpga1). [f. Foo v.2 + -rr1.] One 
who ‘fogs’ on a railway, a fog-signalman. 

1881 Echo 5 Nov. 1/5 The ‘foggers’ place their signals on 
the line at some little distance from the signal-post. 

Foggie (fygi). Sc. Also fogie. [prob. a use 

of Focey a., either because the insect inhabits 
mossy places (Jam.), or because it is clothed with 
a moss-like covering.] A kind of humble-bee ;= 
CARDER Ib. Also /oggie-bee. 
_ 1819 Blackw. Mag. Sept. 677 Humble bees, of that brown 
irritable sort called foggies, 1853 V. & Q. 1st Ser. VIII. 
64/x Its name among the Scotch peasantry is the fogie-bee. 
1856 T. Atrp Poet. Wks. 130 The mower in the meadow 
ruffles up The foggie’s nest. 

Foggily (fygili), adv. [f. Foocy a.+-1y?.] 
In a foggy manner. 

1599 MinsHEv, Grossamente, grossely, rudely, foggily, 
bungarly. 1730-6 Barxey (folio), Hoggily, heavily. 1755 
Jounson Foggily, mistily, darkly, cloudily, x89: C. Dun- 
stan Quita Il. 1. v. 115 It was damply, foggily cold. 

Fogginess (fp'ginés). [f. Foaey a. +-NESS.] 

+1. Flabbiness, grossness. Obs. 

1547 Boorpe Brev, Health cclxxx. 93 In Englyshe it is 
named fatnes or fogyenes or such lyke. 1609 W. M. Man 
in Moone (1857) 125 Keeping them from fogginesse, gros- 
nesse, and fiery faces, 1720 W.Gisson Diet Horses xi. 


FOGGING. 


(ed. 3) 170 All fogginess.. proceeds from an over great Re- 
laxation of the Canals and Vessels. 

2. A foggy or misty condition. 

1660 InctLo Bentiv, & Urania (1682) 1. 75 By reason of 
the natural fogginess of the air. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk 
§ Selv. 128 Whence new moisture or fogginess presses in. 
1764 Reip Juguiry vi. § 22. 451 The clearness or fogginess 
of the air. 1859 Photogr. News 9g Sept. 7 The pictures 
. are likely to be affected with fogginess. 

jig. 1893 Ch. Times 3 Mar. 221/1 There would be much 
less fogginess..and much more common sense, 

Fogging (fpgin), vd/.sd.t [f. Foo v.1 + -1na@!.] 
The action of the yb. : spec. (see quot. 1804). 

1804 A. YounG Warmer's Calendar 325 Fogeing’. consists 
in keeping the whole growth of grass in upland meadows.. 
free from either scythe or stock..and eating it in the 
following winter. 1834 Brit. Hush. I. 484 There is an 
ancient practice respecting grass lands in some of the Welch 
counties, —called fogging,—or keeping the land without 
stock from May or June to December. 1883 1.4 Q. 10 Noy. 
377. Cattle turned out in the winter season to find a pre- 
carious subsistence in the fields are said to ‘go a-fogging’. 

Pogging (gin), vbl.5b.2 [f. Foo v.24 -1nel] 

1. The action of the vb. in various senses. 

1854 Frul, Photogr. Soc. 21 Jan, 163/2 Another secondary 
cause of ‘fogging’ .. is the diffused light reflected from the 
top, bottom and sides of the camera. 1878 Brsanr & Rice 
Celia’s Arb, vii. (1837) 56 Some strange fogging of his 
enthusiastic brain. 1883 Gd. Words Nov. 722/1 Without 
dust ‘fogging’ is impossible. 1889 Acworrn Laz/ways 
Lng. vii, 320 Again, ‘fogging’ is never resorted to merely 
to protect goods trains, 

2, Theatr. (see quot.). 

1889 Barrire & Lerann Slang, Fogging, getting through 
one’s part anyhow, like a man lost in a fog. 

Fogging (fp'gin), vd/. 50.3 [Cf Foaerr sd, 3.] 
Nail trade (see quot.). 

1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Fogging, the system by 
which small employers in the nail and chain trade..make 
their profits by paying their workpeople less than the 
recognised price, and by selling their work..to the larger 
employers. — 

+ Fo'ggish, a.! Ods. rare. 
Somewhat bloated or fat. 

1570 Levins Manip. 145 Foggish, pinguis. 1373 BareT 
Alv. F 766 Foggishe or fatte bodie. 


+Fo'ggish, 2.2 Obs. [f. Fog s.2 4 -1su.] 
Somewhat foggy or misty, 


[f. Fog a, + -IsH.] 


1686 Goan Celest. Bodies u. x. 294 Foggish and misling. . 


Foggy (fygi), a. Also (in sense 1 feggy) Sc. 
fuggie. [f. Foe sd.t4+-v1, 

The identity of the word in its various senses is somewhat 
doubtful, but the development of meaning suggested below 
seems plausible.] 

1. a, Kesembling, consisting of, or covered with 
‘fog’ or coarse grass. b. Sc. Covered with moss, 
mossy. 

1635 Tom a Lincolne u.in Thoms Prose Rom. (1858) Il. 
332 Toads croaking in foggy grasse. 1747 R. MaxweLt 
Sel. Trans. Soc. linprov, Agric. Scot. 18 It may be laid 
down with Grass seeds ..so to ly, unless it turn sour or 
foggy. 1790 A. Witson Disconsolate Wren Poet. Wks, 
(1846) 96, | spied a bonny wee bit Wren, Lone on a fuggy 
stane. 1806 A. DouGLas Poems $7 Yonder foggy mountain. 
axz810 TANNAHILL Poems (1846) 75 He liked to stray, By 
fuggie rocks, or castle gray. 1875 ‘SronenencEe’ Brit, 
Sports 1.1. Vv, § 5.92 A field of good feggy grass, 

+2. Boggy, marshy. Ods. 

@1568 CoverpDALe Bk, Death. x\. 160 He that is fallen 
into a depe foggy wel and sticketh fast init. 1577 B. Gooce 
Leresbach’s Husb. (1586) 78 In the loamie and leane ground, 
as in the fatte and foggie. [Cf. sense 3.] 1651 R. Cui_p 
in Harilib’s Legacy (1655) 11 Low, moist, foggy ground. 
21661 Futter Worthies, Bedfordsh, 1.(1662) 114 The foggy 
fens in the next County, 

+3. Of flesh, ete.: Flabby or spongy in con- 
sistency; not solid; =Bogcy a. b. Hence of 
persons or animals: Unwholesomely bloated, 
swollen with flabby and unhealthy corpulence, puffy. 
Also quasi-adv. in foggy fal, Obs. 

@1§29 SKELTON Llynour Rummyng 483 All foggy fat she 
was. 1530 Patscr. 313/t Foggy to full of waste flesshe. 
1s62 Butteyn Dial. Soarnes &§& Chir, 29 b, In case the 
fleshe appere foggie and fattishe. 15653 GortpInG Ovid's 
Met. xv. (1567) 189 b, Then greene, and voyd of strength, 
and lush, and foggye, is the blade, 1603 Knoties //is/, 
Turks (1621) 530 Which [horses] being foggie fat, and 
delicately brought up. 1618 Cuapman /Zesiod 11. 24 And 
with a leane hand, stroke a foggie foot. 1657 S. Purcuas 
Pol, l'lying-Ins. 40 They return to feed, and that alwayes 
of the purest honey, whereby they may become so foggy, 
that [etc.]. a1704 T. Brown Praise Poverty Wks. 1730 
I. 100 Drowned in foggy quagmires of fat and dropsy. 
1741 Compl. Ham, Piece 11. i. 300 Being very fat and foggy 
by means of their gross Food. 1817 Sporting Mag. L. 26 
How foggy, unwieldly..and helpless are such crazy mortals, 
1828 Carr Craven Gloss., Foggy, fat, gross. 

+b. Of food: Apt to puff up the body. Ods. 

1657 S. PurcuaAs Pol. Flying-Ins. 1. xv. 93 Woad, which 
affords a foggy food that over-lades the Bees, 1761 Haru 
Pemsroxe Milit, Egutt. (1778) 123 All sorts of grains are 
foggy feeding, and though they plump up the body, they 
do not give a wholesome and sound fat. 

+e. Ofale, etc.: Full of floating particles, thick. 
Obs. Cf. Fat a. 7 a. 

1619 Pasguil’s Palin. (1877) 155 The Draymans Beere is 
not so cleere, and foggy Ale is thicker, 1764 Low Life 67 
In search of..thick foggy Beer and Ale. 

4, Of air, mist, cloud, etc.: Thick, murky, 
Hence (through Foe sd.2, which appears to be a 
back-formation from this sense) : Of the nature of, 
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or resembling, fog or thick mist; full of, or abound- 
ing in, fog. 

[For the development of this sense from 3, cf. Far a. 7c, 
and Lat. Aiuguis aer, pingue celum. But some of the 
quotations suggest allusion to sense 2,] 

1544 Late Exped. Scotl. C ij b, Vhat mornynge being very 
mystie and foggie. 31548 UpALt, etc. Lrasm. Par. Luke 
xviii. 34 With muche foggie derkenesse. 1570 ‘URBERV. 
Penitent Louer Epitaphes, etc. 112 With errors foggie mist 
at first, that Reason gaue nolight. 1600 Suaxs. A. VY. L 
ur. v. 50 Like foggy South, puffing with winde and raine. 
1624 Wotton Archit. 3 That it [the Aire] be not..subiect to 
any foggy noysomenesse from Fenns or Marshes necre 
adioyning. 1627 May Lacan v. (1635) lij b, The thicke aire 
was .. clogg’d with foggy stormes. 1733-4 BerKkevey Let, 
to Prior 22 Jan. Wks. 1871 IV. 212, I myself have gottena 
cold this sharp foggy weather. 1797 Netson in A. Duncan 
Life (1806) 44 The action happening on a foggy day. 1812 
Cor. Hawker Diary (1893) 1. 63 The. .foggy asthmatic town 
of Glasgow. 1859 Mrs. CartyLe Ze?t. IIT. 15 On a foggy 
October morning. 1877 M. M. Grant Swn-Maid i, He 
pointed across the foggy valley. 1885 L’fool. Daily Post 
1 May 4/9 Days of foggy drizzle. 

b. jy. Obscure, dull, bemuddled, confused. 

In some of the earlier quots. the sense may be 3, which in 
fig. use coincides nearly with this sense. 

1603 Haywarp Answ. to Doleman ii. 35 Your course, 
foggie, drowsie conceite, that there are few or none simple 
monarchies in the world, 1637 Pockuincton Adtare Chr. 
xxiv. 172 A dull device of a foggie braine and willing 
blunderer. 1737 OzeLt Rabelais I. 365 His Understanding 
must be very foggy. 1771 Foore A/aid of &.1. Wks. 1799 
Il. 2t4 Your rival is a fusty, foggy, lumbering log! 1888 
Burcon Lives 12 Gd. Aven I. m1. 358 Making merry over 
some extremely foggy production. 

5. a. Of the eye: Beclouded, dim. b. Not clear 
to one’s mind, etc., dim, indistinct. 

1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge (1849) 90/2 A dull and foggy 
sort of idea that Mrs. Varden wasn’t fond of him, 1847 
Avs. Smiru Chr. Tadpole xix. (1879) 177 The cold foggy 
grey eyes of the old lady looked after him. 1883 F. M, 
Crawrorp Dr. Claudius i. 7 All this uncertain saturation 
of foggy visions and contradictory speculations. 

6. Photogr. Fogged, indistinct. Cf. Foe sb.7 4. 

1859 Photogr. News 9 Sept. 7 A greater tendency to give 
foggy pictures. 1873 Spon Workshop Rec, 1. 292/2 Many 
weak thin foggy negatives. 

7. slang. Not quite sober. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words, Foggy, a quaint term for one 
‘somewhat bemused in beer’; not very clear-headed. 1867 
in SmytuH Sazlor’s Word-bk. 

8. Comb., as fogey-brained. 

1894 Nasue Jervors Né. Wks. (Grosart) III. 232 Feeding 
on foggie-braind melancholly. 

Fogh, obs. var. of FAUGH zzz. 

1681 Orway Soldiers Fort. 1. i. Wks. 1728 I. 340 Fogh ! 
let’s leave the nasty Sows to Fools and Diseases. 

Fogh, Foghil, obs. ff. Faw a. and Fown. 

Fogle (fog). slang. A handkerchief or 
neckerchief, usually of silk. 

1811 Lexicon Balatron., Fogle,a silk handkerchief. 1834 
W. H. Atnswortu Rookwood ut. v, Fogles and fawnies soon 
went their way. 1840 Barnam /ngol. Leg., Tragedy vii, 
The ‘fogle’ that caused all this breeze. 

b. Comé., as fogle-hunter, a pick-pocket; fogle- 
drawing, -hunting v0/, shs., picking pockets. 

1823 Grose’s Dict. Vulg. Tongue (ed. Egan), Pogle 
Hunter, a pickpocket. Cant. 1823 ‘Jon Bre’ Slavg s.v. 
Fogle, ‘He’s out a fogle-hunting.’ Sometimes ’tis said 
..‘fogle-drawing.’ 1838 Dickens O. 7wist xi, A young 
fogle-hunter. 

Fogless (fygles), a. [f. Fog sd.2 + -unss.] 
Without fog, not foggy, clear. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. iv. (1856) 31 It has been a long 
day, but .. so clear and fogless. 1894 Brit. Frnt. Photogr. 
XLI. 17 The second fogless one. 

|| Foglietto (folYetto). Aus. 
Joglio sheet of paper.] (See quot.) 

1876-88 Srainer & Barrer Dict. Aus. Terms, Vogtietio, 
a first violin part; the leader’s part, which contains cues, 
&c., used by a conductor in the absence of a full score. 

Fogo (fouwgo). [? Arbitrarily formed on the 
suggestion of Zo int., or Foa sd.2 Cf. Hogo.] 
A disagreeable smell, stench. 

1823 ‘Jon Bre’ Slang, Fogo, the same with a stench. 
1837-40 Hatipurron Clockm. (1862) 381 That word..smelt 
so strong in his nose he had to take out his handkerchief, 
all scented with musk to get clear of the fogo of it. 

+ Fog-race. Ods. ocular, =PRoGRESS, 

1689 CatverLEY WVote-bk. 20 May in Vorksh. Diaries 
(Surtees) II. 45, I went the college fog-race with Mr, Lan- 
caster, Mr. Smith, and my tutor, The first day we went 
to Salsbury, the next to Gilsig. 

Fogram (fougram), a. and sé. Also fogrum. 

+ A. adj. Antiquated, old-fashioned, out of date. 

1772 Map. D’Arstay Early Diary, 3 Feb., His taste is 
terribly fogrum and old-fashioned. 1778 Foote 77ip Cadais 
1. Wks. 1799 II. 33: A couple of fogrum old fools. 1832 
Country Houses 1, i. 143 You really are growing quite old 
and fogram, I fear. 

B. 5d, 1. An antiquated or old-fashioned person, 
a fogy. 

1775 Crise in Mad. D’Arblay's Early Diary (1889) II. 
136 A parcel of old Fograms. 1776 Anstey Election Ball. 
Poet. Wks. (1808) 223, I very much fear that she thought 
me a fogram. 1840 Mrs. F. Trottore Widow Married 
xiv, I suppose I may think them fogrums and quizzes, 
if I choose? 1883 L. Wincrietp A. Rowe II. ii. 34 Some 
dowagers and fograms were invited to meet the Princess, 

2. Naut. slang. (See quot.). 

1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Fogrant, wine, beer or 
spirits of indifferent quality ; in fact, any kind of liquor, 


[It.; dim. of 














FOIBLE. 


So Fo'gramite, a fogy; Fogra'mity, an anti- 
quated thing ; also, a fogy. 

1796 Miss Burney Camilla I. u. v. 250 Nobody's civil 
now, you know; ’tis a fogramity quite out. 1823 ‘ Jon 
Bee’ Slang, The fogramites, a supposed club of imbeciles. 
1832 Country Houses J. i. 3 Vhe Christmas parties, of old 
fogramities, collected in this house. 

Fog-signal. [f. Foc 5d.2+Stenau 5d.] 

1. Maut. (See quot. 1867). 

1759 A. Hoimes in Naval Chron. XXIV. 123 Came to an 
anchor with the fog signal on English Bank. 1867 Smyru 
Sailor's Word-bk., Mog-signals, the naval code established 
by guns to keep a fleet together, to tack, wear, and perform 
sundry evolutions..also, certain sounds made in fogs as 
warnings to other vessels. 

2. Railways. A detonator placed on the metals 
in foggy weather to guide drivers of trains. 

1856 Lngineer 536/1 The detonating fog signal. 

So Fog-signalling v0/. si.; Fog-signaller, 
Fog-signalman, a man with fog-signals. 

1883 F.S. Winiiams Our Iron Roads ix. (ed. 4) 295 The 
duty now devolving upon the fog-signalman is this. 1889 
G. Finpiay Eng. Railway 164 A system of what is called 
*fog-signalling’ has been devised. 1893 West, Gaz. 14 
Noy. 6/3 Fog-signallers were placed along the railway 
lines. 

Fogue, obs. var. of || Fouguz. 

Fogus (fou gis). slang. [2a pseudo-L, forma- 
tion suggested by Foa 50.4 in sense ‘smoke’.] 
Tobacco. _ 

1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. to Store of booz and fogus 
.-[was] brought them. @17oo in B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew. 
1834 W. H. Ainswortu Rookwood ut. v, In the mean time 
tip me a gage of fogus, Jerry. 

Fogy, fogey ({orgi). Forms: 8-9 fogey, 
fogie, 9 fogy, Sc. foggie. [Possibly a subst. use 
of Foaey a. in sense 3, fat, bloated, or in sense 2, 
moss-grown. Cf. Foaers and locram.] 

1, Sc. An invalid or garrison soldier. 

1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue, Fogey, old fogey, a nick 
name for an invalid soldier. 1808 in JAMIESON, 1867 in 
Smytu Sailors Word-bh, ¢ 

2. (Orig. Sc.) A disrespectful appellation for a 
man advanced in life; esf. one with antiquated 
notions, an old-fashioned fellow, one ‘behind the 
times’. Usually preceded by old. 

1780 J. Mayne Siller Gum 1. (1808) 117 Foggies the zig- 
zag followers sped, But scarce had power To keep some.. 
Frae stoit’rin ower, 1790 Scots Songs II. 56 Now ilka lad 
has got a lass, Save yon auld doited fogie. 1821 Gat Ayrsh. 
Legatees 217 They're just a whin auld fogies that Mr. 
Andrew describes. 1848 Tuackeray Bk. Snobs xxxvii, The 
honest rosy old fogies. 1857 Kincstey Two Y, Ago (1877) 
262 Jesting at him about his old fogies. : 

transf. 1862 Suirtey Nuge Crit. xi. 483 The classic ‘ old 
fogies’’ on my shelves began to look very dingy to me. 

3. U.S. collog. [Cf. sense 1.] (See quot.) 

1881 Hamerstey Naval Lncycl., Fogy, an increase of pay 
due to length of service. f ‘ 

4. attrib. use of sb. passing into aa7. 

1887 T, A. Trottore What I remember 1. ii. 51 The 
younger generation. .ridicules much the old fogey narrow- 
ness. 1892 Dazly News 8 June 2/3 With a smile which the 
old fogiest of curmudgeons could not resist. 

Fogydom, fogeydom (fovgidem). _ [f. prec. 
+-poM.] The state or condition of a fogy; the 
disposition and bearing of a fogy; fogies as a class. 

1859 Hminent Men § Pop. Bks. 158 The pleasures ot 
Fogeydom. 1861 Cornh. Mag. Sept. 327 Mr. Brown is 
now sinkinz, into the foggy depths of fogeydom, 1890 
Pall Mall G. 29 Aug. 3/1 The gentlemanlike fogeydom 
of Mr. Carteret, 

Fogyish (fowgijif), a. [f as prec. + -IsH.] 
Partaking of the nature of a fogy; somewhat anti- 
quated or old-fashioned. 

1873 Miss Brappon Strangers § Pilgr. v, The fogy-ish 
element in the party. 1876 Bresanr & Ricr Gold. butterfly 
i, Their club. .now past its prime and a little fogyish. 

Fogyism (fawgijiz’m). [f. as prec. + -1sM.] 
The state of being a fogy; the characteristic be- 
haviour of fogies. 

1859 Horianp Gold I’. xviii. 219 The ‘fogyism’ and 
‘hunkerism’ of politics. 1862 Sara Seven Sins III. iv. 72 
When he reaches middle age, or approaches fogeyism. 

Foh, var. of Faveu. Hence Fovhing w0/. sd., 


the action of crying /oh / 

1685 Crowne Sir C, Nice 1v. 39 Foh! what's this fohing 
at? 171z Arsutunot John Bulé ut. viii, Foh, say they, to 
see a handsome, brisk, genteel, young fellow, so much 
governed by a doating old woman! 1840 Dickens Barn, 
Rudge xxiii, Foh !..The very atmosphere. .seems tainted. 

Foh, var, of Faw a. Ods. 

|Fohn (fon). Also fon. [Ger.; according to 
Grimm a. Rumansch favugn :—L. Favonius.) A 
warm dry south wind which blows down the valleys 
on the north side of the Alps. ruts ‘ 

1865 PacE Geol. Termis, Fihn, the name given in Switzer- 


-Jand to the hot southerly winds of summer (the sirocco). 


1883 Ouiwa Wandal.77 The fohn was blowing fiercely all 
the time. 1883 Guardian 14 Mar. 392 Builders .. had to 
guard against the /o/z and other Swiss winds. 

Foi, var. form of Foy. 

Foible (foi'b’!), a. and sd, [a. Fr. fotble, obs. f. 
of faible; sce FEEBLE.] 

+A. adj. Weak. Ods. 

1716 M. Davies Athen. Brit. 1. Pref. 53 In case the Spell 
of English Musical Poetry prove too foible for the Serpentin 
Venom of that Italick Insect. 1727-41 Cuampers Cycd., 


FOIBLESSE. 


Foible, a French term, frequently used also in our language 
. -applied to the body of animals, and the parts thereof: As, 
foible reins, foible sight, &c. 

B. sé. 

1. A weak point; a failing or weakness of charac- 
ter. Cf. FEEBLE 5), 3. 

1673 Drypen Marr. a la Mode i. i, 1 fear they have 
found my foible, and will turn me into ridicule. 1691 Bever- 
LEY Thous. Years Kingd. Christ 1 Vhe Smaller Foiblees [sic] 
or Faylures of speech. .signifie little in the main Pursuit of 
Truth. 1742 Fietpinc Y. Andrews Pref. (1815) 7 ‘The 
accidental consequences of some human frailty or foible. 
1852 TPHackeray Lsyond 1. xiii, A foible of Mr. Holt’s.. 
was omniscience. 1883 J. Hawrnorne Dust I. 72 It has 
always been my foible to speak before I look. 

2. Fencing, =FEEBLE Sb. 4. 

@ 1648 Lp. Herbert Life (1764) 46 A Foyle ..hath two 
Parts, one of which he calleth the Fort or strong, and the 
other the Foyble or weak. 1785 Dict. Arts §& Sciences IV. 
3073 Fencing-masters divide the sword into .. the fort, mid- 
dle, and foible. 1833 Reg. Justr, Cavalry 1.115 ‘The ‘forte’ 
ought always to gain the ‘foible’ of the opponent’s weapon. 
1879 Encycl. Brit. 1X.70 The wrist must be suddenly raised, 
so as to bring the ‘forte’ of one’s sword to the ‘foible’ of 
the adversary’s, 

|| Foiblesse. ?Ods. [a. Fr. /otblesse, obs. 
spelling of fazblesse, f. fazble FrnBuE.] a. A cha- 
racteristic weakness; a failing. b. A liking or 
‘weakness’ /o7 (something). 

1685 Crowne S77C. Vice vy. 38 Besides, i've another humour, 
but that’s a Hozbdess will ridicule me. 1785 ‘T. H. Croker 
Orl. Fur 1, Pref. 5, 1..must acknowledge my own /ozbéesse 
in conception of a sensible pleasure, when [etc.]. 1813 
Jerrrey in Ldin, Rev. XXI1. 294 A mere forblesse. 1834 
Lbid. LIX. 153 Our own forblesse for such speculations 
might tempt us to select a few more samples. 

Foil (foil), sd.1 Forms: 4-7 foil(l)e, 4-8 
foyl(l)e, (5 fole, 7 fyle), 5- foil. [a. OF. fozt, 
Suil, fueil masc. (=Pr. folh, fuoill, It. foglio:—L. 
Solium leaf, cogn. with Gr, pvdAdor), and OF. ozéle, 
Sueille fem. (mod.F. feuille,=Pr. folha, foilla, Sp. 
hoja, \t. foglia:—L. folia, pl. of folium). The 
fem. sb., originally collective, has superseded the 
masc. in all mod.Rom. langs., except that It. 
foglio remains in the sense ‘leaf of a book’.] 

+1. A leaf (of a plant). Ods. 

14..Lypc. Balade of our Ladie vi, Fructified oliue of 
foiles faire and thicke. c142z0 Pallad. on Husb. v. 144 
Take Of violette, not but oonly the foil. c14s0 Two 
Cookery-bks. i. 102 Wete faire foiles of parcely in vinegre. 

+b. With allusion to the annual fall of the leaf: 
A year. Cf. Fr. vin de deux, trots feuilles. Obs.—* 

1481 Caxton 7dly’s Friendsh, iv, For the more foylles 
that the wyne is of the more plesaunt it is in drynkyng. 

2. The representation of a leaf. a. Her. 

1562 LricH Armorie (1597) 95 This though it be termed 
a foyle, yet is it a ower by the name of the primrose. 

b. Arch. One of the small ares or spaces between 
the cusps of a window. o7/ arch (see quot. 1891). 

1835 R. Witus Archit. Mid. Ages 195 Multifoils, with 
the foils alternately round and angular. 1849 FREEMAN 
Archit. 344 Foil arches are doubtless one of the Arabian 
features of the style. 1891 Adeline’s Art Dict., Foil Arch 
..1s an arch made of our several smaller arches or foils. 

+3. By analogy: Anything flat and thin. Ods. 

a. A thin layer (of any material), a leaf, paring. 

2e1390 Form of Cury in Warner Antig. Culin. (1791) 18 
Take a thynne foyle of dowh, and Kerve it in pieces. 
€1450 720 Cookery-bks, 11. 96 Cast there-on..foyles of 
tried ginger pared. x160r HoLianp Pliny I, 493 The mast- 
ome also may be cut into fine thin foile or leaues like 
pilates, 

b. A leaf (of paper). 

1528 IV ill of F. Parke (Somerset Ho.), Paper conteynyng 
yj foyles or leves. 

e. A counterfoil, 

@ 1483 Liber Niger in Househ, Ord. (1790) 69 Yo recorde 
the foylles of provision wéekely. x1g11-2 Act 3 //en. VIII, 
c. 23 § 3 The same Barons. .[shall] cause the Chamberleyn 
..to joyne the said tailes..to their foile or foiles. x160x 
F. Vare Househ. Ord. Edw. IT § 40 (1876) 23 He shal 
receve and write the foilles of the tallies. 1738 Hist. Crt. 
Excheg. v. 9 ‘They shewed him their Tallies of Payment 
below, the Foils of which were likewise entred. 

4. Asa substance (without 4/.): Metal hammered 
or rolled into a thin sheet ; often with the name of 
a metal prefixed; as, gold-, silver-, tin-foil. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, de P. R, xvi. iv. (Lollem. MS.) 
Golde..bitwene pe anfelde and pe hamoure with oute 
breakynge. .strecchep into goldefoyle. ¢ 1430 720 Cookery- 
dks, 1, 27 When pou dressyst forth, plante it with foyle of 
Syluer. 1519 Horman Vlg. 236, Makers and leyers of 
golde foyle occupie a boris tothe. 1598 Stow Surv. vii. (1603) 
53 Fine siluer, such as was then made into foyle, 1685 Coir 
Let, to Ray in Ray’s Lett. (1718) 197 Some..covered with 
a superficies as thin, and exactly of the Colour of silver 
Foil. 1794 N. E. Kinperstey /indoo Lit., Hist. Nella- 
Rajah 117 The wings, generally of a mixed green and 
yellow, have the appearance of foil. 1838 T. ‘THomson 
Chem. Org. Bodies 373 When heated on platinum foil it 
gives a beautiful purple smoke. 1871 Tynpatt Fragm. Se. 
I. ii. 47 Blackened zinc foil..is instantly caused to blaze. 

Jig. 1610 G. FLetcuer Christ's Vict, On Earth 18 That 
aged Syre could tip his tongue With golden foyle of eloquence. 

b. A sheet of the same (in modern use an amal- 
gam of tin and quicksilver) placed behind the glass 
of a mirror, to produce a reflexion. 

@1583 W. Bourne Prof. Glasses i. in Rava Math. 
(1838) 35 Lookinge Glasses..are those sortes of Glasses, 
that have a ffoyle, layde on the backe syde thereof. 1625 
B. Jonson Staple of N. v. i, 1 now begin to see my 
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vanity, Shine in this Glasse, reflected by the foile! 1662 
J. Barcrave Pope Alex. VII (1867) 131 The isinglass having 
a foyle of quicksilver and pewter put behind it, like a look- 
ingglass. 1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain § Gl. 210 The art of 
properly effecting this deposit of the glass upon the foil. 

ce. In wider sense; A backing. 

1684 R. Watter Nat. Eafer. 42 The Air .. serving as 
a Foile to the lower Superficies of a Lens of Glass. 1859 
Gutuick & Times Paint. 13 Silver..served as a foil over 
which yellow and other colours ground with oil were 
glazed. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. IV. 403/t, The 
foundation colour should form a foil for that which 1s inlaid 
on it. 


5. A thin leaf of some metal placed under a 
precious stone to increase its brilliancy or under 
some transparent substance to give it the appear- 


ance of a precious stone. 

c1sg2z2 Martowe Yew of Malta u. ii, What sparkle does 
it [the diamond] give without a foil? @166r FuLier 
Worthies (1840) 1. 300 They [Cornish diamonds]. .set with 
a good foil..may at the first sight deceive no unskilful 
lapidary. 1767 Gray Let. to Mason 19 July, In gems that 
want colour and perfection, a foil is put under them to add 
to their lustre. In others, asin diamonds, the foil is black ; 
and in this sense, when a pretty woman chooses to appear 
in public with a homely one, we say she uses her as a foil. 
1875 in Ure’s Dict. Arts Il. 465. 

+ b. The setting (of a jewel). Ods. 

1587 Turserv. 7'vag. 1. (1837) 19, I frame the foyle, I 
graue the golde, I fashion up the ring. 1611 Brste Song 
Sol. v. 12 marge. Set as a precious stone in the foile of a ring. 
Jig. 15393 SHAKsS. Rich. I/, 1. iii. 266 A foyle wherein 
thou art to set The precious Iewell of thy home returne. 
1650 W. Broucu Sacr. Princ. (1659) 506 O Bright Diamond 
of Heaven. .Set in the Foil of Flesh, for a ‘Time. 

6. Anything that serves by contrast of colour or 
quality to adorn another thing or set it off to ad- 
vantage. 

1581 J. Brrr tr. 77addon's Anusw. Osor. 145 b, He prac- 
tizeth to make his defence carry a certeine shewe of truth, 
paintyng it out with a deceafable foyle. 1639 Mayne City 
Match i. ii, I need no foile, nor shall I think I’me white 
only between two Moores. 1711 Appison Sfect. No. 112 
r 4 His Friends observe these little Singularities as 
Foils that rather set off than blemish his good Qualities. 
1791 Wotcorr (P. Pindar) Ode to mzy Ass Wks. 1812 II. 466 
Lady Mount her Majesty's fine foil. 1822 Hazuirr Table-t. 
I. xvi. 378 Real excellence does not seek for a foil in 
inferiority. 1871 TynpALL J’ragzz. Sc. (1879) I. vi. 202 They 
formed a bright foil to the sombre mass. 

7. attrib, and Comb., as foil-ground, -paper, 
-spangle; also foil-alum, alum in foils or laminz ; 
foil-stone (see quot. 1858). 

1453 in Heath Grocers’ Comp. (1829) 322 Alum, *foyle or 
rooch, y® bale..iiijd. 1859 Gutiick & Timss Paint. 13 
Gold and silver, glazed or lacquered *foil-grounds. 1859 
Sata Gas-light § D. ii, 20 *Foil-paper, spangles and Dutch 
Metal. 185r R. F. Burton Goa 133 A pair of slippers 
adorned with *foil spangles. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, 
* Jroil-stone, an imitation jewel. 

Foil (foil), 54.2 Forms: 5-7 foyle, 6-7 foile, 
7 Sc. foillie, 6- foil. [f. Form v.1 4.] 

+l. Wrestling. The fact of being almost thrown ; 
a throw not resulting in a flat fall; also in phrase 
to give (a person) the foil. Obs. Cf. Faut sd. 13. 

1553 [see Fatisd.13]. 1567 7 rial Treasure Bij, In wrestling 
with me he gaue me the foyle. 1622 Breton Strange Newes 
(Grosart) 6/1 Chiefly wrestling, when they haue more foiles 
then faire falls. 1687 Answ. to Representer’s 8th Ch. 4 Two 
Foils makes a Fall. 1706 Puitus (ed. Kersey), Yoz?, 
a Fall in Wrestling, that is not clearly given. 1721-90 in 
BalLey. 

2. A repulse, defeat in an onset or enterprise; a 
baffling check. arch. ‘+In early use often in 
phrases: Zo give a or the foil; to have, receive, 
take a (the, one’s) forl; to put to (a, the) foil. 

¢1478 in Eng. Gilds 304 Myndynge not to take the foyle, 
stande to defende theyre cause. 1548 UDALL, etc. Eras7. 
Par. Pref. 11 Could neuer yet fynde how to geue him any 
foile. 1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 13 Consider- 
ing what a foul shame and foil it had alreddi bene unto 
me, 1603 Hotiann Plutarch’s Mor. 427 Chabrias. . having 
put to foile and defaited some few Thebans. 1609 Hume 
Admon. in Wodr, Soc. A/isc. (1844) 582 And receaved the 
foillie. 1615 G. Sanpys T7yav. it. 145 The alternate 
changes of foiles and victories. 1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. 
Eng. 1. \xiv. (1739) 132 The Lords received the first blow, 
and gave the first foil. @1716 Soutn Sev. (1744) XI. 24 
It may give aman many a.. foil and many a disheartening 
blow. 1738 tr. Pohuson’s ad Urbanum in Gentl. Mag. May, 
Whom no base calumny can put to foil. 1814 Sournry 
Roderick xvut. 358 When Africa received her final foil. 
1821 JoANNA Baitiie AZet. Leg., Wallace \v. Ashamed and 
wroth at such unseemly foil. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. 
itt. Iv. 232 He thinks No more of yesterday’s disgrace and 

oil. 
+b. With mixture of the sense of Fort v.16: 
A*disgrace, stigma, Ods. 

1599 Porter Angry Wom, Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 26 It 
hath set a foyle upon thy fame. 1616 Breton Good & 
Badde 5/2 He {an Vnworthy king] is the foyle of a crowne. 

+3. The cause of (one’s) defeat or failure. Ods. 

@ 1683 OLDHAM Ode fo Vice Poet. Wks. (1686) 106 Thou.. 
Whom baffled Hell esteems its greatest Foyl. a1704 
T, Brown Sat. agst. Woman Wks. 1730 I. 55 Oh! gawdy 
source of all mens hopes and fears, Fal of their youth, 


+ Foil, sd.8 Obs. In6 foill. Also Sc, Funyie. 
[f. Fon v.!] What is trampled under foot; hence, 
Manure, dung. 


1565 Wills § Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1835) 244 Raffe Vasye of 
lumlye castell oweth me for all my foill or muke that I left 
at my fermhold at crook. 





FOIL. 


Foil (foil), 53.4 Forms: 6 2. ?foyelles (perh. 
mispr. for foydles), 6-7 foyl(e, 7- foil. [f. For 
v.! (sense 2); cf. OF. foulis, Cotgr. foulde, foule- 
ment in same sense, f. fowler Fou v.1] The track 


of a hunted animal. 

1876 Turberv. Venerie 77 Marking all his tokens as well 
by the slot as by the entries, foyelles, and such like. 1674 N. 
Cox Gentl. R ecreat. 1. (1677)72'Vhe Dew will be beaten off, 
the Foil fresh, or the ground broken. @ 1734 Nortu Lives 
Il. 353 Fellows .. have lain down upon the foil to prove 
whether the dogs followed the track or not. 1810 Sporting 
Mag. XXXV. 206 Having rounded the hill he crossed the 
foil, 1894 Scotsman 27 Aug. 11/2 Mr. Davidson decided 
to lay the hounds on the foil of the otter first found. 

Jig. 1682 Orway Venice Preserved 11, What, hunt A 
wife on the dull foil! 1684 Sournerne Disappointment 1, 
Fleeting pleasure leaves me on the foyle. 1749 Fietpinc 
Tom Jones vu. iv, Here’s another b follows me upon 
the foil. 1790 Wotcor (P. Pindar) Ode to Bruce iii, O 
Bruce, thou treadest Abyssinian grounds; Nor can our 
British noses hunt thy foil. , 

b. Phrases. Zo run (or + take) the forl, to run 
upon the foil: to run over the same track a second 
time (with the effect of baffling the hounds). Zo 
break her foil: to run out of the track after having 


doubled. 

16or in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) 11. 431 The chafed deare 
doth take the foyle. 1650 FuLLER Pisgah ty. ili. 44 No 
Hare, when hardly put to it..and running foile, makes 
moe doublings. 1781 P. Becxrorp Hunting xi. 151 You 
must .. try to hit her off where she breaks her foil. 1798 
Sporting Mag. X\. 87 The ground so stained by run- 
ning the foil that the scent lay with no certainty. 1828 
Carr Craven Gloss. s.v., To run the foil. 

transf and fig. 1658 J, Harrincton Prervog. Pop. Govt. 
I. X. (1700) 289 ‘Yo affirm that..is to run upon the foil. 1666 
J. Smitu Old Age 233 From whence it [the blood] is recom- 
mitted into the right ventricle of the Heart, to be chased 
the Foyl. 1878 Czmnbld. Gloss. Suppl. s.v., ‘Runnin’ oald 
foils’, following former courses. 

Foil (foil), 53.5 Forms: 6-7 foile, foyle, 8 file, 
"— foil. [Of obscure origin. 

Usually regarded as f. Fou v.!, and as denoting etymologi- 
cally ‘a sword with the point /foz/ed or blunted.’ But the 
vb. does not appear to have meant ‘to blunt’: the reading 
of the quarto in O¢h, 1, iti. 270, even if genuine, does not 
admit of this interpretation. Another suggestion is that 
the phrase a¢ foils originally belonged to For sd,? in the 
sense of parrying, and that the name of the instrument was 
evolved from the phrase. It is noteworthy that Forn sé, 
occurs in 17th c, in the sense of /oz/; possibly (in spite of 
the want of evidence) this goes back to the 16th c., so that 
Joil might be an etymologizing alteration of foi, after 
Fort v.!, That the word is, by some far-fetched associa- 
tion, a transferred use of Fort sd,! a leaf (cf. F. fleuret 
fencing foil, lit. ‘floweret’, the button being compared to 
a bud) is a possibility for which at present there is no 
evidence, | 

1. A light weapon used in fencing; a kind of 
small-sword with a blunt edge and a button at the 
point. 

1594 NAsHE Unfort. Trav. 21 Jacke Leiden. .had..apeece 
of a rustie sword..by his side..it was but a foyle neither, 
and he wore it, to shewe that he should haue the foyle 
of his Enemies. 1606 Drumm. or Hawru. Le?. 6 Aug. 
Wks. (1711) 233 They would have most willingly taken the 
buttons off the foils. 1703 Mrs. Centiivre Beau's Duel 
ut. i, I hope to see it as much a fashion to fight with files, 
as’tis tofence withthem, 1729 Art of Fencing 3 The Sword 
(or File, in imitation of the Sword). 1852 ‘THACKERAY 
Esmond 1, xiv, l can use the foils. .indifferently well. 

2. pl. The exercise of fencing with foils, esf. in 
phrase at foils. 

1600 NAsHe Summers Last Will (Grosart) 130 It makes 
him .. fight .. as though hee were but at foyles amongst his 
fellows. @1643 W. CartwriGut Ordinary i. v, Credulous. 
Where's your cloak? Andrew. Going to foiles ev’n now, 
I put it off. 1841-44 Emerson ZLss., Prudence Wks. (Bohn) 
I. 100 Entire self-possession may make a battle very little 
more dangerous to life than a match at foils. 

3. attrib., as foil-button. 

1599 Marston Sco. Villanie 11. xi. 226 This bumbast 
foile-button..For want of talke-stuffe, fals to foinery, Out 
goes his Rapier. 

Foil (foil), v.1 Forms: 4-6 foile, foyle, 7 
foyl, 6- foil. See also Foun v. and Sc. FuLYIE v. 
[irreg. repr. of OF. fuler, foler, fouler (mod.¥. 
fouler), to full cloth, to tread, trample down, press 
hard upon, crush, oppress; corresponding to Pr. 
Solar, Sp. hollar, \t. follare in similar senses :— 
popular Lat. *///are originally to full cloth, f. fad/o 
a fuller: cf. FuLt v. 

The Eng. forms foyle, foil, and Sc. fulze, fulyie, would 
normally represent not OF. /oler, founder, but fouillier 
(mod. F. fouzller), which has the quite different senses 
“to dig, grub up, root (as a swine), search’, The cause of 
the irregularity has not been discovered: a suggestion is 
that the sb. fouls, foleiz = Four sb. may have been confused 
with /ourd/is the ‘rooting’ of a swine, a mass of dirt and 
rubbish, and that this led to a confusion in the verb; but it 
is doubtful whether this would account for the facts.] 

I. In sense of Fr. fozler. 


+1. dvans. To tread under foot, trample down. 

13.. A. Adis. 2712 Mony gentil cors, Was y-foiled undur 
fet of hors. ¢1330 Arth. § Merl. 9440 Pinogras he feld of 
hors, And foiled al his cursed cors. x1g0z2 Ord. Crysten 
Men (W. de W. 1506) v. ii, 363 They shall foyle and threste 
all the dampned togyder. 1577-87 HoLinsHeD Chron, 
(1808) IV. 877 The more 'they contended to suppresse him, 
the more (like the camomill being foiled and troden) his 
vertues rose vp. 1596 Danetr tr. Covzines 1Vv. iii, 124 But 
the third [man] the Beare tooke and ouerthrew, and foiled 
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vnder hir feete, 1603 Knottrs Hist. Turks (1621) 69 
King Richard .. caused the ensignes of Leopold ..to be 
puld downe, and foiled vnder foot. 

Jig. c1400 Afol. Loll. 44 In veyn bu foilist bi flesch wib 
abstinens. c1440 Gesta Rom. xxxvii. 151 (Harl. MS.) 
A synner..enterithe in to holy chirche, and foylithe the 
comaundementes of god. 1470-85 Matory Arthur xvill. 
xxv, Worshyp in armes may neuer be foyled. 

2. Of animals: To trample or tread down; to 
tread into mud; esp. in Hunting, to run over or 
cross (the ground, scent, or track) with the effect 
of baffling the hounds. Also aédso/. of a deer (see 
quot. 1886); + 7ef. of a hound: To spoil his own 
scent. 

1649 Buitue Lge. Tniprov. Impr. (1653) 25 Soak not thy 
Land too much, that Cattell treading, or Grazing upon it, 
foyl it not. 165 Davenant Gondibert u. xlv, Their 
[Doggs’] scent no North-east winde could e’re deceave. . nor 
Flocks that foylethe Ground. 1672-3 Marvett Reh. Transp. 
72 A..dog having foil’d himself..with everything he 
meets. 1735 SOMERVILLE Chase 11. 174 In the same Round 
Persisting still, she'll foil the beaten Track, 1781 P. Beck- 
ForD Hunting (1802) 279 If you suffer all your hounds to 
hunt on the line of him, they will foilthe ground. 1828 Carr 
Craven Gloss., otl, to trample, as meadow grass is said to 
be foiled when trampled or trodden down by hares. 1886 
Extwortay HW’, Somerset Word-bk., Foil... the scent, or the 
ground, are said to be foiled when other deer than the 
hunted one have crossed the scent. J/dzd., Forl..a deer is 
said to foil when he retraces his steps over the same track. 
Jig. az7z1g Avpison (J.), I..put up such a variety of odd 
creatures. .that they foil the scent of one another. 

+3. To press hard upon, oppress. Ods. rave —}. 

This sense, common in OF., appears to be required 
by the context, though the other texts read /ylus, fylen. 

a@1300 Cursor AZ. 10104 (Cott.) Pis world, my flesh, the 
fend als pat folus [Laud A7S. foylyn] me wip fondyng fals 
to make me falle in fylthis fele. 

II. To overthrow, defeat, baffle. 

4. To overthrow, defeat (an antagonist) ; to beat 
off, repulse, discomfit (an assailant or an attack). 
+In Wrestling: To throw, to inflict a ‘foil’ upon: 
see Fom 56.2.1, Also fig. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Edw. IV. (an. 23) If they lacke 
actiuitie, euery creature be he neuer so base of birthe, shall 
foyle and ouerthrowe them. 1600 SHaxks, 4. FV. L. 11. ii. 14 
The Wrastler That did but lately foile the synowie Charles. 
1610 GuiLiim Heraldry ut. ii. (1660) 102 ‘To chase away 
and foil all passionate perturbations of the mind. 1648 


Be. Hatt Breathings Devout Soue (1851) 175, I strive © 


.. but, sometimes, I am foiled; and go halting out of the 
field. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 273 Leader of those Armies 
bright, Which but th’ Omnipotent none could have foyld. 
1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg, u. 776 The Groom..watches 
with a Trip his Foe to foil. 1725 Pore Odyss. xx. 25 Not 
fiercer woes thy fortitude could foil. 1736 Wesr Zef¢. in 
Gray's Poems (1775) 10 You have foiled him..at his own 
weapon. 1737 BurKE Advidgm, Eng. Hist, Wks. 1842 II. 
572 Suits..in every one of which he was sure to be foiled. 
1808 J. Bartow Columb. 1v. 247 Howard. .foils the force of 
Spain. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) I. 344 Meletus, who is 
easily foiled and mastered in the hands of the great 
dialectician. 
b. To outdo, surpass. 

@1687 WALLER Of a@ tree cut in paper 7 Fair hand!}.. 
Strange, that your fingers should the pencil foil. 1786 
Burns Lass o’ Ballochmyle iii, Woman, Nature’s darling 
child!..Ev’n there her other works are foil'd. 1812 H. 
& J. Smitn Rey. Addr. No. 10 Not chusing her charms 
should be foil’d By Lady Elizabeth Mugg. 

+e. zztr. To suffer discomfiture. Ods. 

1sgt Greene Maiden’s Dreame xlix, His toil He took, 
lest that the English state might foil. 1639 VeERGER tr. 
Camus’ Admir. Events To Rdr. avj, There be mindes 
which foyle in reading a history of great length, humane 
patience being not of any great extent. 

5. To frustrate, render nugatory (an attempt or 
purpose) ; to parry (a blow); to baulk, disappoint 
(hopes, etc.); to baffle, frustrate the efforts of (a 
person). 

App. developed from sense 4 with some influence of the 
notion of ‘foiling a scent’: see 2. 

a1564 BEcon Fewel of Foy in Catechisnz, &c. (1844) 426 
Paul..had so many years been foiled with the..elvish 
expositions of certain doting doctors. 1600 Haxtuyr Voy. 
III. 160 Lest his credite, foyled in his first attempt, in a 
second should be vtterly disgraced. 1612 1. Taytor Come. 
Titus i. 2 Faith shall be easily shaken, hope quickly foyled. 
162t Marga. Buckincuan in Vortesc. Papers 172 That whole 
businesse will be foyled. 1676 WiseMAN Svrgery Vv. v. 363 
He had been foiled in the Cure, and had left it to Nature. 
1784 Cowper Task m1. 4 Having long in miry ways been 
foiled, 1823 Scorr Peveril xxxi, Yo be foiled in a gallant 
intrigue was to subject himself to the ridicule of his gay court. 
1841 Borrow Zincadi I. iv. u. 301 He foiled the stroke of 
Chaléco. 1853 Kane Grinnell Lap. xxviii. (1856) 227 The 
project..was foiled fora time. 1871 Dixon Jower III. xii. 
123 But here their wits were foiled. 1871 R. H. Hurron 
Ess. (1877)L. 19 The narrow anxiety. .is apt to foilitsownend. 

III. Influenced by Foun a and v.; cf. defozd, 
Derovt v. and FILE v. 

6. To foul, defile, pollute. In material or im- 
material sense. Ods. exc. dia/. (In some mod. 
dialects perh. a pronunciation of F1Lz.) 

Quot. 1440 may belong to sense 3 or 4. 

€1380 Wycuir Seri. Sel. Wks. II. 86 Pei preche not to 
profit of pe folk but..to foile [v. ». foulen] hem wip many 
synnes, c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. 
xxxiv, A man that hath be moche foyled wyth worldly or 
flesshely synnes. 1553 UDALL Qoyster D. v. vi. (Arb.) 85 
Aman hath no honour to foile his handes ona woman, 1633 
P, Fretcuer Purple Jsl. xi. 33 Ranc’rous enemies, that 
hourely toil Thy humble votarie with loathsome spot to 
foil. 1878 Cumbld, Gloss., Foit, to defile. 
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+7. To dishonour; esp. to deflower (a woman), 
to violate (chastity). 

¢1440 Gesta Rom. xxxvi. 143 (Harl. MS.) Hast thowe 
foylid my dowter. @1577 GascoicNe Wks. (1587) 300 
Rather chose to die..Than filthie men should foile their 
chastitie. @1592 Greene Mamizllia Wks. (Grosart) IT. 153 
Hast thou..no more regard to thy solemne othe than to 
foile it with periurie? 

+8. To cause filth, drop excrement; = Fite v.2  d, 

1899 Haywarp 1st Pt. Hen. 1, 77 They did nothing but 
feede and foyle in the summer of her swgete sun shine. 
1616 — Sanct. Tronb. Soul 1. § 13 (1620) 285 Swine .. doe 
nothing else but feede and foile. 

Hence Foiled ///. a., in senses of the vb.; also of 
a horse: Injured. Also Foi-ler, one who foils. 

1607 Torsett Four-f. Beasts 425 If he [a horse] be foiled 
on his forefeet by foundering or otherwise, 1700 Parker 
Six Philosoph, Ess. 2 O thou..divine Burnet! thou foiler 
of all Philosophers. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xxx, Till 
the foiled King..Shall bootless turn him home agen, 1869 
Lonsdale Gloss., Foiled-girse, grass much trodden, 

Foil (foil), v.2 [f. Fon 56.5] zz/r. To make 
a thrust a¢ with a foil. In quot, Zrans/. 

1600 Row Lanps Let. Humours Blood ix, In single cum- 
bat, being hurt .. As he was closely foyling at a Wench. 

+ Foil, v.2 Ods. [perh. ad. F. fouzller to grub 
up; cf. F. fouzlleuse (Boiste), fowzllewr (Littre), a 
kind of light plough.] 

trans. Yo subject (land) to the third of the series 
of ploughings formerly prescribed for preparing it 
for sowing. Hence Foi'ling v//. sd. 

1616 SurrL, & Marknam Country Farme 555 At August 
you shall giue it the third ardor or earing, vvhich is called 
foyling..this ardor is..one of the best, especially for the 
destroying of weeds. 1620 Markuam avew. Husd, Pref. to 
Rdr., Sixe seuerall plowings, as fallowing in Ianuary and 
February, Stirring in Aprill and May, Foiling in Tuly and 
August [etc.]. 1669 Wortipce Syst. Agric. (1681) 326 To 
Foyl, that is, to fallow Land in the summer or autumn. 

Foil (foil), v.4 [f. Forn 56.1] 

1. trans. To apply foil or a foil to. 

+-a. To spread over with a thin sheet of metal 


or other substance. See Forn sé.1 4. In quot. fy. 

1611 Speep //ist. Gt. Brit. v. iii. § 16 Foiling them [tales] 

ouer with a new colour of the Latine tongue. 
+b. To apply an amalgam of tinfoil and mer- 
cury to (glass, a mirror). See For sd.1 4b. Obs. 

1714 lr. Bk. of Rates 83 Tin .. to Foile Looking-Glasses. 
1787 Gentl. Mag. Suppl. 1166/2 He could..foil mirrors. 
¢1790 Imison Sch. Av? 1. 6 When this amalgam is used 
for foiling or silvering, let it first be strained through a linen 
yag. 1818 Blackw. Mag. 111. 615/2 The difficulty of foiling 
glass to the various forms necessary. 

e. To back (a crystal) witha foil. (Foin sé.1 5), 

1887 Archezologia L, 110 A crystal (?) foiled to resemble 
sapphire. 

2. To set off by contrast. See Forn sd.'6, 

1856 Ruskin Mod, Paint, I11. 1Vv. ili. § 14 Beauty .. must 
be foiled by inferiority before its own power can be developed, 

3. Arch, To ornament with foils. 

1835 R, Wituis Archit. Mid, Ages v. 41 At the same time 
there came in the practice of Hozding arches ; that is, of unit- 
ing a series of three or more by their bases, so as to form one. 
1849 [see FortinG vd. sb.? b.] 

Hence Foi‘ler, one who foils. 

1612 Woopatt Saxe. Mate Wks. (1653) 171 Foilers of 
looking-glasses. 

Foil, obs. form of FOAn. 

Foilable (foilab'l), a. [f. Form v.1 + -aBin.] 
That may be foiled or defeated. 

1611 Corer., Rebutable, reiectable, refusable; foylable. 
1848 in Craic; and in mod. Dicts. 

Foilage, obs. form of Foutacr. 

Foile, obs. form of FILE sd.5 

Foiled. (foild), p77. a. [f. For v.4+-rp1 and 
For sd.1 + -ED 2.] 

1, +a. Coated on one side, or backed with foil 
(obs.). . Produced by a coating of foil. 

1662 J. Barcrave Pofe Alex. VII (1867) 131 Two 
cylinders .. the one of steel .. the other of foyled isinglass. 
1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 153 Looking-glasses foil’d 
being in vogue for Ornaments, 1864 Read 24 Feb. 8 If we 
are content with painted and foiled glitter. 

2. Arch, Ornamented with foils; resembling foils. 
Lfotled arch =fotl-arch. See Fon sb.' 2b. 

1835 R. Wiis Archit. Mid. Ages 194 This is the Saracen 
mode of treating foiled arches. 1840 PARKER Gloss. Archit. 
93 Moiled Arch, an arch in the form of a trefoil, cinquefoil, 
or multifoil, 1848 J. G. Witkinson Dalmatia, etc. 1. 255 
A foiled corbel table. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps iii. § 20. 86 
Holes cut into foiled shapes. 

+ Foilery. Ols. In 6 folery, Sc. ful3ery. 
[f. Fom sd. 2 + -ERy: there may have been 
an OF. *fuetlerie.| Ornamentation resembling 
foliage. 

sor Dovctas Pal. Hon, mt. xvii, Skarsment, reprise, 
corbell, and battellingis, Fulzery, bordouris of mony 
precious stone. 1527 Prior Moore in Noake Worcester 
Monastery (1866) 157 The gest chamber... hanged with 
peynted clothes of folery, with bests, fulks, etc. 

Foiling (foilin), vi/.5d.1 [f. Foruv.1+-1ne!.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fort in various senses. 

#1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1559) Z, There 
was neuer mortall man .. that could scape fro the .. foilyng 
of hir [Enuie’s] feete. 1683 tr. Zrasmz. Morie Enc. 90 ‘The 
foiling of them in an irresistible battle. q 

2. esp. The treading of a deer or other animal. 


Hence the slot or trail; =Forn sd.4 





FOIN, 


_ 1576 Tursery. Venerie 237 We cal it the foyling ofa deare 

if it be on grasse where the print of the foote cannot well 

beseene. 1617 Marknam Cavad. vit. 36 Howa Horses nose 

- abe to direct him when hee comes. .to the foylings of cther 
attle. 

Foiling (foilin), vd7.sd.2 [f. Fom v.4+-1NG 1.] 
a. The action or process of backing (glass) with 
foil. b. Arch. Ornamentation by foils; a foil 
ornament. See Fort sd,1 2b. 

a1583 W. Bourne Prop. Glasses in Rara Math, (1838) No. 
1. 34 According vnto the several formes, facyons, and mak- 
yngs of them, and allso the foylinges of them. 1703 ‘T. N. 
City & C. Purchaser 153 The... Foiling of these Glasses. 
1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps iii. § 20. 86 Where the wall was 
thick, and the foilings were large. 

+ Foin, sd.! Ols. Forms: 4-4 foyn(e, 5 fooyne, 
fune, Sc, fonze, founge, foynge(e, funze, 6 fow- 
yng, fouoyne, 6-8 foin(e. fa. OF. fone (Fr. 
foutne), altered form (after OF. fow:—L. fagum 
beech) of fazzze :—late L. fagina, f. fag-um ; the ani- 
mal was so named from its feeding on beech-mast. } 

1. An animal of the polecat or weasel kind; the 


beech-marten (A/zstela fotna). 

1423 Jas. I. Kimgis Q. clvii, There sawe I..The martrik 
sable; the foynzee, and mony mo. 1550 J. Coxe Eug. § 
Fry. Heralds § 213 (1877) 118 We have marterns, foynes .. 
squerelles, etc. 1619 MiopLeToN 7 7iumphs Love §& Antig. 
Wks. V. 289 The names of those beasts bearing fur .. 
Ermine, foine, sables, martin [etc. ]. 

2. The fur of this animal; in plural, trimmings 
or garments made of the fur. 

c1394 P. Pl. Crede 295 A cote hap he furred, Wib foyns, 
or wip fitchewes. 1399 LANcL. Rich. Redeles 11. 150 Ffurris 
of ffoyne and oper ffelle-ware, 1493 in Halyburton’s Ledger 
(1867) 30 Item 1co rygis of fown3es. 1562 in Heath Grocers’ 
Comp. (1869) 426 note, Anye kind of furs in their gownes, but 
onlye foynes and budge. 1641 Tyinnph Chas. J in Hari. 
Misc. (Malh.) V. 96 About eighty comely and grave 
citizens, in foins and liveries. 1718 OzELt Tournefort’s 
Voy. I. 376 The French Foines are much in esteem there. 

3. attrib, and Comb., as foin(s-back, -skin, -tazl, 
etc.; foins-bachelor, one of a company dressed 
in gowns trimmed with foins, who took part in 
London civic processions (see BACHELOR 2) foins- 
gown, one trimmed with foins. 

1861 in Vicary’s Anat. (1888) App. vi. 189 My gowne.. 
faced with *foyne backes. 1612 Sc. Bk. Custonts in 
Halyburton’s Ledger (1867) 306 Furres called .. Foynes— 
backes .. tailes.. powtes. 1681 T, Jorpan Lond, Foy 1 
A youthful number of *Foyns Batchellors. 1692 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 2812/4 Also *Foins Gowns, and Scarlet Hoods for 
Rich Batchelors. 1718 OzeLtt Vournefort’s Voy. Il. 376 
These *Foine-Skins, 

Foin (foin), s.2 Forms: see vb. [f. Fon v.]} 

1. A thrust or push with a pointed weapon. Zo 
cast a foin at; to make a thrust at. Ods. or arch. 

c1480 Fencing w. two handed Sword in Rel, Ant. 1. 309 
Thy quarters abowte, Thy stoppis, thy foynys. 1558 
Puaer Ainerd vu. U iv, They. .fight with foyne of pointed 
speare. 1565 GoLpING Owid’s Met. xi. (1593) 284 Sir 
Dryant with a stake..did cast at him a foine, And thrust 
him through. c1§70 Marr. Wit & Science v.iv, Kepe at 
the foyne; come not wythin his reache, 1638 Hrywoop 
Wise Woman w. Wks, 1874 V. 330, | had my wards, and 
foynes, and quarter-blowes, 1814 SoutHEy Roderick xxv. 
400 Many a foin and thrust Aimed, and rebated. 

Jig. 1889 Pafpe w. Hatchet Bij, I thought that hee 
which thrust at the bodie in game, would one day cast 
a foyne at the soule in earnest. c1610 J. Davies Scourge 
Folly (Grosart) 10/2 They with foynes of wit, The foes of 
their vpholders home do hit. 

+b. A wound made by such a stroke. Ods. 

1543 TrAHERON Vigo’s Chirurg, wi. 1. xv. 107 This 
playstre..is convenient at the begynnyng of a foyne. 1576 
Baker Jewell of Health 66 a, ‘The water. .healeth all maner 
of woundes. .foynes or cuttes. 

+2. =Fort sd.5 Obs. 

[1631 Goucr God's Arrows 206 Such recreations as.. 
playing at wasters and foines.] 1656 Ossorn Adv. Son 
22 The vast difference between a Foyn and a Sword. 170% 
Cotrier M. Aurel. Life p. 1, Ordering the [Gladiators] to 
fight with Foins, or Buttons upon their Swords. 

Foin (foin), v. Forms: 4-7 foyn(e(n, (4 
foygne, Sc. fun3e), 6-7 foine, 5- foin. [app. f. 
OFr. foine, foisne, fouisne (Fr. fouine), a three- 
pronged fish-spear :—L. /ztsc¢éva in same sense. 

This etymology involves some difficulties, as there is no 
evidence of the adoption of the sb. in Eng, nor of the 
existence of any OF, verb */oisnier, foinier.) 

1. zutr. To make a thrust with a pointed weapon, 
or withthe point of aweapon; to lunge, push. Often 
to fotn at (a person) or wth (a weapon). arch. 

1375 Barsour Bruce vit. 307 Thai.. Fwn3eit and fawcht 
all sturdely. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 1494 They .. floynes 
faste att be fore breste with flawmande swerdez. a1440 S7r 
Degrev. 274 With speres ferisly they foynede. 1565 JewrL 
Def. Afol. (1611) 571 Ye foine only at your owne shadow, 
and hit nothing. 1635 N. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz. mt. 353 
That deadly manner of foyning with the rapier. 1700 Dry- 


DEN Palamon §& Arc. 1. 196 They lash, they foin, they 


pass, they strive to bore Their Corslets. 1826 Scorr Woocst. 
xviii, The fellow foins well. 1855 Kincstey MWestw. Ho! 
(1861) 49 Foining with his point. 

transf, and fie. a1562 G. Cavenvisu Wolsey in Words- 
worth Zcc2. Bioe. (1839) I. 527 The boare continually foining 
at him with his great tuskes. 1567 Maper Gr. Hovest 101 
He whetteth his Horne .. and in his fight wardeth and 
foyneth at the Elephant his bellye. 1677 Hate Prim. Orig. 
Man. 1. ix. 211 Heat, and.. Cold, are always persecuting 
and foyning at the weaker..parts of Nature. j 

+2. trans. To thrust at, stab, pierce, prick, 


FOINERY. 


1380 Sir Ferumb. 5640 Foygnede hym with bat knyf. 
1520 Caxton's Chron. Eng. vu. 118/2 They. .foyned theym 
with theyr swerdes and speres thrugh theyr bodyes. 1548 
Patten Lafed. Scot. Liiij b, Lashe at pe legges of be horse, 
or foyne him in pe belly. 

transf. €1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knut, 428 Pat fele hit [a head] 
foyned wyth her fete. 

Hence Foi‘ning v0/. sb. and ffl. a.; Foiningly 
adv, 

e400 Destr, Troy 10287 Fell was the fight foynyng of 
speires, 1523 Lp. Berners Frozss. I. ccclxxiii. 617 With 
their foyninge the Englyssheman was ouerthrowen to the 
erthe. 1558 PHarr /veid vit, Borespeares longe they 
whirle, or foynyng forks. 1599 SHAKks. AZuch Ado v. i. 84 
Sir boy, ile whip you from your foyning fence. | 1618 
Fiercurr Loyal Subj. 1. iv, Are you afraid of foining? 
1620 ‘CHomas Lat. Dict., Punctim..foiningly, pointingly. 
1628 Wituer Brit, Rememd. ut. 945 ‘The capring Dancer, 
and the foining Fencer. 

+Foinery. Ods. rare. [f. For v. + -mry.] 
Thrusting with the foil, fencing with the point. 

1599 Marston Sco, Vidlanie ut. xi. 22 [He] fals to foinery, 
Out goes his Rapier. 

Foir-; see Fore-. 

Fois, obs. pl. of For. 

Foison (foi'z’n), sb. Forms: 3 fouss-, fusun, 
3-4 fuisum, -un, 4-6 fusiou(n)n(e, -on, fuysion, 
-on, 7 fouson, fuzzen, 4-7 foyson, 5 -un, 6 
-en, 4 fosoun, 4-5 foi-, foysoun(e, 6-7 foi-, 
foyzon(e, 7 -zen, -eson, 5 fysoun, 7-8 fizon, 9 
fizzen, 4—- foison. [a. OF. forson, foyson, Judson, 
Juson=Pr. fotson:—popular 1, */tiston-em, for L. 
Jiston-em a pouring, n. of action f. fendere to pour. | 

1. Plenty, abundance, a plentiful supply; a great 
quantity or number (of persons or things). arch. 

13.. A. Adis. 1030 Alle the innes of the town Haddyn 
litel foisoun. 1303 R. Brunner Handl. Synne 5808 Gode 
shal 3yue be hys blessyng And foysyn yn alle byng. 1375 
Barevour Aruce xx. 482 Fyres in gret foysoune thai maid. 
1489 Caxton Faytes of A. it. xxxix, 163 ‘They muste haue 
grete foyson of arowes with brode hedes. 1545 RAyYNoLD 
Byrth Mankynde 1. ii. (1634) 20 The greater foyson of fat 
that there is betweene the two skinnes, the lesse be the 
vaines, 1652 AsHmMoLE Theatr. Chem. Brit. 217 Of al 
deyntes plente and foyson. 1810 Lams //arew. to Tobacco, 
Africa, that brags her foison, Breeds no such prodigious 
poison. 1848 LoweL. Hable for Critics Poet. Wks. 1890 
III. 70 He has a perennial foison of sappiness, 

b. Plentiful crop or harvest. 

1587 GoLpinc De Mornay xxxiv. 549 If it [the grayne] 
spring not vp, it yeldeth no foyson, 1610 SHaxs. 7p. 
Iv. i. 110 Harths increase, foyzon plentie, Barnes and 
Garners neuer empty. 1845 R. W. Hamitton Pop, Educ. 
x. 330 We anticipate the foison of an unknown husbandry, 

e. quasi-adv. In abundance. So OF. fozson. 

13.. AK. Alis. 1012 Heo. .was deliverid liversoon, Skarsch- 
liche and nought foisoun [J7S. Laud 622 nou3th a foyson]. 

2, Inherent vigour or vitality; power, strength, 


capacity. 7/. Resources. Now chiefly Sc. 

a@1300 Cursor M, 8516 (Cott.) Gains him his fas had na 
fusun. /did. 13499 (Gott.) He bliscid sipen pe fisses tuine, 
And sett his fuisum baim widine. ?a1400 Arthur 476 He, 
for alle hys grete Renoun, A3enst Arthour hadde no fusoun. 
1550 Bate A. Yohan (Camden) 77, I wyll gyve Kynge 
Iohan thys poyson, So makynge hym sure that he shall never 
have foyson,. @1g92 H. Smitu Serve. (1866) Il. 114 Such 
a foison hath your alms that .. it increases, like the widows 
meal, 1605 Suaxs. JZacé. rv. iii. 88 Scotland hath Foysons 
to fill vp your will Of your meere Owne. 1808 JAMIESON, 
Foison 2, Pith, ability; used to express .. bodily strength. 
1825 /éid., ‘He has nae foison in him’; he has no under- 
standing, or mental energy. Lot. 

b. Nourishing power; hence, nourishment, /¢, 
and fig. Now dial. and Sc. 

¢1430 Lypa, in Lay Folks Mass-bk. (1879) Notes 368 Quat 
man here messe or he dyne..Hys mete xal han pe more 
tysoun. 1607WaLkincton Of¢. Glasse i. B 3b, Them two are 
poyson to men though foison to birdes. Jé/d., v. Fra, Like 
the foieson or oile of the lampe, wherewith it continewes burn- 
ing. /é7d, xii. K 4a, The foison of our best phantasies, 1624 
GeEE Foot out of Snare v. 41 The Liturgie..is but dry meat, 
and hath no foison in it. 1674 Ray S. §& 4. C. Words 66 
Foison or Fizon, the natural juice or moisture of the Grass 
or other herbs. 1787 Grose Prov. Gloss. Suppl., /otson 
or Fizon, a1825 Foray Voc. E. Anglia, s.v., There is no 
foison in this hay. 1825 Jamieson s.v.,‘Ye'll tak a’ the 
fizzen out ot [meat].’ 

Foison (foi-z’n), v. Ods. exc. arch. [ad. OFr. 
Joisonner, f, fotson: see prec.] ¢rans. a. To supply 
plentifully. b. To nourish. 

1393 Gower Conf, III. 341 Where all good him was 
foisoned. c1485 Dighy Myst. 11. 513 Yt fedyth and foy- 
sonnes, 1891 E. ArnoLp Lt. World 190 Earth To fill and 
foison with His Father's will. 

+ Foi‘sonable, 2. Ods. [f. Fotson sd. or v.] 
Capable of yielding a crop, productive. 

1613 F. Roparts Rev. Gospel 91 A ground which .. was 
viterly vnprofitable, nor could be made foysonable without 
great expence, 1627 [see BATTLESOME a.?], 

Foisonless (foi:z’nlés), a. Chiefly Sc. Also 
fison-, fishion-, fissen-, fiz(z)en-, fusion-, fush- 
ionless, [f. Forson sd. + -LEss.] Wanting sub- 
stance, strength, or ‘sap’; weak, ineffective, both 
in a material and immaterial sense. Of grass: 
Wanting in succulence or nourishing properties. 

1721 Kewty Sc. Prov. 104 Fair Folkis ay Fisonless. @ 1796 
Burns ‘ The Deuk’s dang o'er my Daddie’, An’ he is but 
a fusionless carlie. ¢1817 Hoce Tales & Sk. I. 328 Old 
rusty and fizenless sword. 1824 Scotr S¢. Ronan’s xxxii, 

And puir thin fusionless skink it was.’ 1837 Cartyir JZise. 
(1857) 1V. 3 Our very Biographies, how stiff-starched, foison- 








384. 


less, hollow. 1864 Athenaum No. 1921. 234/2 The fusion- 
less bog hay. 1870 Pad? MallG. 27 Sept. 11 These fusionless 
idlers who never derange themselves for anything. 1888 
R. F.D. Patcrave in Eng. Hist. Rev. Oct. 745 The ‘ wild- 
fire ’ proved a very fizzenless mixture. 

+ Foi‘sonous, @. Obs. rare. 
-ous.] Full of energy; fruitful. 

1570 Levins Manip. 226 Foysonouse, foecundus. 1602 
Warner AZd, Eng. xu. Ixxviii. (1612) 324 Union, in breefe, 
is foysonous, and discorde works decay. 

+ Foist, fust, s/.1 Obs. Forms: 5-7 fuste, 
(6 fuyst), 6-7 foiste, foyst(e, 6-8, 9 /zst. foist, 
(7 foise). [a. OF. fuste, ad. It. fasta fem. origin- 
ally log, piece of timber, f. L. fus¢zs cudgel.] 

1. A light galley; a vessel propelled both by sails 
and oars. Cf. FELucca. 

1485 Caxton Paris § V. 80 By adventure they fonde 
a fuste. 1558-80 Warpe tr. Alexis’ Secr. 1. 1. 17 b, Wee 
were set vpon by fiue foystes of Pirates. 1603 KNOLLES 
Hist. Turks (1621) 430 Peeces of great ordinance placed 
in fusts and gallies. 1777 Hoote Comenius’ Vis. World 
(ed. 12) 111 A ship furnished with oars is a barge, ora foyst. 
Jig. 1869 Shippe of Safegarde (N.) Nor taking heede his 
fleshly foyst to guide. a1625 FLetcHer Woman's Prize 
u. vi, This Pinck, this painted Foyst, this Cockle-boat, 

2. A barge, a small boat used on the river. 

1533 Wriornestey Chron. (1875) I. 18 A barge .. rytchlie 
behanged with cloath of golde and a foyste to wayte on her. 
1616 B. Jonson Hpigr. cxxxiii. Voy. 100 That is when it is 
the Lord Maiors foist. 

Foist, 52.2 [a. OF. fust (mod.F. fz) cask, 
primarily log, tree-trunk :—L. /zstem eudgel.] 

+1. A cask for wine; in phrase 40 savour of the 
Jotst: to be ‘fusty’. Ods. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Q b, Good 
wyne sometyme sauoureth of the foyst. 

2. Hence, Fustiness. [I*. fus¢ (Cotgr.).] 

1819 Rees Cycl., Hoist, used to signify a musty sort 
of smell among hay, straw, grain, and other farm products. 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Foist, the mildew’d scent of a cellar. 

Foist, 52.3 Obs. exc. dial. [dial. var, of Fist 
sb.2] a. =Fist sb.21. b. dial. =Fisv sb.2 2. 
e. Comb.=fist-ball. 

1593 Nasne Lett. Confut. Wks. (Grosart) II. 204 A fatall 
foyst. 1640[see Fist sd,24]. a1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Foyst..a close strong Stink, without Noise or Report. 1847 
HaALuiweE t, Jo7st, a toad-stool, Suffolk. 

+ Foist, 54.4 Ods. [f. Forst v.1] 

1. A cheat, a rogue; a pick-pocket. 

1sgt GREENE Disc. Coosnage Pref. 3 The Foist, the picke- 
pockets (sir reuerence, I meane), 1611 Mippiteron & DeEk- 
KER Roaring Girle v. M.’s Wks. (Bullen) IV. 134 Aol. This 
braue fellow is no better then a foyst. Ovznes, Foyst, 
what's that? (Mol. A..picke-pocket. 1659 Lady Alimony 
v. ili, You shall play no more the sharking foist with me. 
axzjoo B.E, Dict. Cant. Crew, Foyst, a Cheat or Rogue. 

2. A piece of roguery, trick. 

1605 B. Jonson Volfone 111. ix, Put not your foist’s vpon 
me, I shall sent hem. 1641 ‘SmectymNuus’ Vind. Answ. 


[f as prec. + 


- vi. 83 Which if you call a foyst, all your owne side are 


as guilty as our selves. 1654 R. Vitvain Theorem. Theol. 
iii. 115 What fine foists and brazen bolts are thes to bolster 
a bad caus? 1677 in Cotes Eng.-Lat. Dict. 

3. Something foisted in. 

21734 Nortu Lvam, ut, vi. § ror (1740) 495 The Author 
gives the following Speech of May 28, by Way of Foist in the 
Place of that before of the 234 of May. 


Foist, 50.5 rare. [f. next.] <A fogy. 

1820 Blackwood’s Mag. VIII. 105 The reins were continu- 
ally slipping out of the fingers of the ancient foists [‘the old 
drivers of the periodical Heavies *]. 

Foist (foist), a. dal. [?f. Fors sd.2] Fusty. 

1691 Ray JV. C. Words, Fost, Fusty. 1721-92 in BaiLry. 
1842 JoHNSON Farmer's Encycl., Foist or Foust, a pro- 
vincial word signifying mouldy or rusty. 1868 ATKINSON 
Cleveland Gloss., Foist, foisty. 

Foist (foist), v.! [prob. ad. Du. dial. vzzsten to 
take in the hand, f. vee7s¢ fist ; cf. Ger.dial. fasten. 

The Du. word now means to play at a game in which one 
player holds some coins in his hand, and the others guess at 
their number (Prof. Gallée).] 

+1. trans. (Dicing). To palm (a ‘flat’ or false 
die) so as to be able to introduce it when required. 
Also intr, to cheat by this means (in quot. 1545 
app. used loosely), Zo fozs¢ 7: to introduce (the 
flat) surreptitiously when palmed. Ods. 

1545 Ascuam Joxofph. (Arb.) 54 If they be trew dise, what 
shyfte wil they make to set the one of them with slyding, 
with cogging, with foysting, with coytinge, as they call it. 
c 1550 Dice-Play Cjb, R. What shift haue they to bring 
the flat in & out? JZ, A ioly fine shifte, y* properly is 
called foysting, & it is..a sleight to cary easely within 
the hand as often as the foister list. So yt when either 
he or his partener shall cast y® dice, the flat comes not 
abrod til he haue made a great hande, and won as much as 
him list, /é7d, C ij, If. .this young scholler haue not so redy 
--an eye, to deserne the flat at euery time that hee is foysted 
in. 1565 Harpine in Jewel Def. Afol. (1611) 127 Through 
Foisting and Cogging their Die, and other false play. 

+2. zntr. To practise roguery, to cheat. Ods. 
Cf. Coe v.38 

1584 R. Wi_son Three Ladies Lond.1. Aiij b, Thou doest 
nothing but cog, lie, and foist with hypocrisie. 1611 Mippir- 
ron & Dekker Roaring Girl v.i. M.’s Wks. (Bullen) 1V. 
134 A pickpocket; all his train study the figging law, that’s 
to say, cutting of purses and foisting. 

+b. trans. To cheat (a person) ovt of. Obs. Cf. 
Coe v.3 3 b. 

1622 Fiercuer Sea Voy. t. iii, If I be foysted and jeer’d 

out of my goods ! 








FOISTER. 


+8. To put forth or allege fraudulently. Obs. 


Cf. Coa w. 6. 

a 1640 W. Fenner Sacrif. Fatthf. (1648) 35 Men must 
take heed that they foyst not the name of Christ: that they 
foyst not a ticket to say that Christ sent them. 1678 
Marve. Growth Popery Wks. I. 450 Some .. by foisting 
acounterfeit donation of Constantine. .advanced themselves, 

b. To introduce surreptitiously or unwarrant- 
ably zz¢o; also with zz adv. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § M. (1596) 776/2 Unlesse.. by some 
fraudulent misdealing of mine enemies, there be any thing 
foysted into them. 1570 ‘T. Norton tr. Nowel’s Catech. 
(1853) 173 They .. desire to shift and foist in the Bishop 
of Rome to be head of the church in earth, in the stead 
of Christ. 1641 Suute Sarah § Hagar (1649) 76 A rude .. 
familiarity..with the name of God (foisting it up and down 
in common communication and oathes), 1676 W. Row 
Contin. Blair's Antobiog. xii. (1848) 372 A general and am- 
biguous clause was foisted into the Oath of Allegiance. 1704 
Swirt 7. 7b xi. (1709) 127 A passage. .(whether foisted in 
by the Transcriber is not known), 1836 Lytron A¢hens I. 
275 The..interpolations .. supposed to be foisted into the 
Odyssey. 1861 Berresr. Hore Lug. Cathedr. 19th C. 73 The 
zeal of San Carlo Borromeo has foisted in subsidiary altars, 
to the detriment of the grand simplicity of its first plan. 
1889 Jessore Coming of Friars iii. 156 [He] was eventually 
foisted into the see of Durham. d 

e. To palm or put off; to fasten or fix stealthily 
or unwarrantably 07 or upon; occas. to father (a 
composition) upon: rarely with off 

1599 Marsron Sco. Villanie 1. iii. 182 When Tegeran Brags 
that hee foysts his rotten Curtezan Vpon his heire. 1633 
MassincEr Guardian 1. vi, Am I grown So weak .. that 
these gross tricks May be foisted on me? 1641 MILTON 
Prel. Episc. (1851) 79 The unskilfull fraud of him that 
foisted this Epistle upon Ignatius. 1772-84 Cook Voy. 
(1790) VI. 1971 ‘The ignorant assertions foisted on the public 
by editors. 184x S. WarREN Vex Thous. a Year IX. i. 18 
To attempt to foist himself upon a borough with which he 
had no connexion, 1849 C. Bronte Shirdey I. vii. 157 Each 
lady-contributor takes it in her turn. .to foist off its contents 
on a shrinking male public. 1879 Sata Paris herselfagain 
(7880) 11. iii. 34 You have inferior articles foisted on you 
while being charged for the best. 

+d. To remove surreptitiously owt of. Obs.—* 

1688 BrRAMHALL Consecr. Bps. 163 There is rather some- 
thing foisted out of the former Edition, then foisted in. f 

+4. To put (a person) off z2/4 something inferior. 

160z Life 7. Cromwell 1. iii. 85 Where he had wont to 
give a thousand crowns Doth he now foist me with a 
portague ? . 

+5. intr. for refl. To intrude oneself z¢0, With 
away: To slip off, vanish, Ods. 

1603 H. Crosse Vertnes Comm. (1878) 66 These beg no 
place, nor foist into office, but if it come, they vnwillingly 
hold it. 1664 Corron Scarvon. 1. (1776) 34 But she was 
gone for when she list, She foist away could in a Mist. 

6. intr. slang. (See quot.). 

1885 FLeeTwoop in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 303 Note 
that_foysze is to cutt a pockett, zyffe is to cutt a purse, 27% 
is to robbe a shoppe. 1785 Grose Dict, Vile. Tongue, 
Foyst, to pick a pocket. 

Hence Foi'sted Zf/. a.; Foisting vb/. sd. and 


ppl. a. 

1586 Newton tr. Daneau's Diceplay vi, As many foysting 
coseners .. use to do. 1587 Gotpine De Mornay xxiv. 364 
If it be possible for a booke to bee preserued from falsi- 
fying and foisting what booke shal yt be but the Byble? 
61x Speep Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. xv. § 21 This foisted and 
falsely termed fundamentall law spider. 1628 R. S. 
Counter Scufie \viii, Thou cogging Base foysting Lawyer. 
1631 Celestina 1x.105 You well enough perceive her foystings 
and her flatteries. 1641 Vind. Smectymnuus v. 70 The bold 
foysting in of a Parenthesis. @1687 Cotton Poet. Wks. 
(1765) 18 Make no more such Foisting here. 

Foist (foist), v.2 Obs. exc. dial. .Sce also Fust 
v. [f. Foisr sd,2] zz¢r. To smell or grow musty. 

1583 GoLpinc Calvin on Deut. cxix. 735 And what be- 
comes of the Corne in the meanewhyle? It foysteth and 
rotteth, 1641 Brest Harm. Bks. (Surtees) 103 Corne .. 
will foyst with lyinge long in the garner, 1869 Lonsdale 
Gloss., Foist, to smell fusty. 

Hence Foi'sted Z/. a., musty. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 11. 317/1 Musty, Fusty, Foisted, 
Puft Corn. 1720 Stryre Stow's Surv. (1754) Il. v. xi. 
289/2 ‘They brewed foisted Beer and corrupt Beer again. 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Foisted..musty, as a mouldy cask. 

+Foist, v7.3 Obs. [var. of Fist v.27] intr. To 
break wind silently. 

1594 NasuEe Unfort. Trav. 18 If at anie time hee should 
foyst. 1604 Dekker Honest Whore 1. ix. Wks. 1873 Il. 52 
Spurne your hounds when they foiste. 1694 Urguhart's 
Rabelais i. xv. 102 [ed. 1653 has /s?]. 

Hence Foi'sting Z//. a., usually in fozsting cur, 
hound, etc.; cf, FISTING fp/. a.; also Foi'ster, 
one who foists. ‘ 

cx61r Cuapman Jéiad Pref. (1857) 65 The barkings of 
puppies, or foisting hounds. 1656 DAvenant Sicge Rhodes 
m1. Dram. Wks. 1873 IV. 395 D’ye snarl, ye foisting mon- 
grels? 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 24. 1677 
Migce, Vesseur, a foister, or a fizzler, 

+ Foister (foi'stor). Ods, [f. Forst v.}+-Er1.] 
One who foists, in senses of the vb. a. One who 
‘foists’ dice. b. One who interpolates spurious 
words or passages, etc. @. A cheat, sharper. d. 
A pickpocket. 

c1sso [see Fotst v.11]. 1866 T. Srarceton Ret. Untr. 
Jewel w. 36 A Forger, a Foyster or a Cogger, 1585 FLEET- 
woop in Ellis Orvig, Lett, Ser. 1. II. 298 A publique ffoyster 
.. Nota that a ffoister is a Pick-pockett. 1610 HoLtanp 
Caniden’s Brit.1.10 Some craftie foister and jugling de- 
ceiver. 1823 Leigh's New Pict. Lond. 104 His proficiency 
was rewarded by styling him a nypper and a foyster, 


FOISTY. 


Foisty (foi'sti), @. See also Fusty. [f. Forsr 
sb.2+-y.1] Fusty, musty, mouldy. @¢, and fe. 

1519 Horman Vlg. 151 b, Lest suche placis waxe filthy 
and foysty. 1566 Dranr Horace’s Sat. iv. H, As if .. 
thou shouldst .. sauce thy meate with foystie oyles. 1619 
Favour Aztig. Trt. over Novelty xiii. 334 The foisty and 
fenowed Festiuall. 1669 Wortince Syst. Agric. (1681) 285 
Thrash not Wheat to keep untill March, lest it prove foisty. 
¢1750 J. Cottier (Tim Bobbin) JZisc. Wks, (1812) 19 Well 
boh we’n had enough o this foisty matter; lets tawk o’ 
summot elze. 1859 H. T. Eriis Hong Kong to Manilla 
219 Pure Indians, and pure Chinese (if such a term can be 
applied to so ‘foisty’ a race as the latter). 1876 Whitby 
Gloss, s. v., ‘As foisty as an old York church,’ 

Hence Foi'sty v. z7¢r., to become foisty or musty ; 
implied in Foi‘stied Z//. a. Foi'stiness, the 
quality or condition of being foisty. 

1572 Hutoet, Foistied, mustied or vinoed, szucidus. 1876 
Baker Fewell of Health 38 Least .. there may remayne 
some smatch of rottennesse or foystynes in the lycour dys- 
tilled. 1595 Lurton Thous. Notable Th. u. 36 So the Wyne 
wyll be preserued from foystines and euyll sauor. 

+Foi-terer. Ods. [erron. f. fazterer, Fattour.] 

[1528 Roy Rede me (Arb.) 55 Thou makest hym then a 
trayter? I recken hym a falce fayterer.] 1616 BuLtokar, 
Foiterers, vagabonds. 1623 Cockeram u, A Vagabond, 
Joyterer, 1677 in Cotes. 1848 in WHarton Law Lex. 

Fok, Fok(k)e, obs. forms of Fox. 

+ Forkel, «. Obs. rare. [?altered form of 
Joken, F aKEn; or perh. miswritten for /eXe/, FICKLE.] 
Treacherous. (In quots. adso/. and quasi-adv.) 

a1275 Prov. Alfred 255 in O. E. Misc. 119 Ofte mon on 
faire fokel chesed. Jdzd. 349 in O. E. Misc. 123 Seiet him 
faire bi-foren, fokel at henden. 

+Fo'ken, v. [f. fokex, Faxen sb.; cf. OHG. 
Jethnin.| intr. Vo play false. 

a1275 Prov. “ifred 485 in O. E. Misc. 132 For ofte 
sibbie men foken hem bitwenen. 

Fol, obs. form of Foon, Fun. 


+ Folability. 02s. rare—". 
-ABLE and’-1Ty.] Folly. 

@1529 SKELTON Agst. ver. Tongues viii. 10 Ye are so full 
of vertibilite, And of frenetyke folabilite. 

Folargesse, var. of Fool-LARGESSE, Ods. 

Fole(k, obs. form of Forx. 


+ Fold, s#.1 Ods. Forms: 1 folde, 3-5 folde, 
(3 south. volde, 4 foulde), 4— fold. 
wk.fem.=OLG., folda, ON. fold :—OTeut. *foldén-, 
*foldi, prob. related to *felsu FIELD sd.] 

1. a. The surface of the earth; the ground. 
b. Dry land; the earth, as the dwelling-place of 
man. Jz, on, upon fold: on the earth; often as 
a mere expletive. 

Beowulf 1137 (Gr.) Pa wees winter scacen, Fezer foldan 
bearm. c1000 Fxdith 281 (Gr.) He.. zefeoll .. to foldan. 
c1z05 Lay. 1922 Al be feond to-barst zr he to folde come. 
Ibid. 15730 Nat ic on folde What his fader weoren. c1320 
Sir Tristr. 643 Formest po in fold He lete him in pring. 
c1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Knt. 422 Pe kay fote on pe folde he 
be-fore sette. c1350 W717. Palerne 5382 A kastel ful nobul, 
Pe fairest vpon fold. ¢1400 Rowland § O. 418 Then sayde 
thies Damesels fre one folde. a1400-30 Alexander 2087 
Fey falne to be fold many fers erlis. c1440 Bone Flor. 342 
Many other waturs come thorow the town, That fresche are 
upon folde. c1450 Henryson Poems (1865) 24, I was.. 
Ane freik on fold, as fair..as ye. c1470 Henry Wallace 
m1. 385 Felle frekis on fold war fallyt wndyr feit. 


2. A country, district, land. 

ax000 Czdmon’'s Gen. 1969 (Gr.) Pa wes gudhergum be 
Jordane wera edelland wide zeondsended, folde feondum. 
c1340 Gaw. §& y: Knut. 25 Mo ferlyes on pis folde han 
fallen here oft pert in any ober pat I wot. 


3. Comb., as foldsitter, of the hare: one who sits 


on the ground. 

1325 Names Hare in Rel, Ant. 1. 133 The fitelfot, the 
foldsittere. 

Fold (fould), sd.2 Forms: 1 faled, falods 
falud, 1-2 fald, 3-5 fald(e, (3 south. vold), 4-6 
fo(u)ld(e, (5 foolde), 5-6 Sc. fald, 5-9 Sc. fauld, 
9 dial. faud, fowd, fowt. [OE. faled, falod, 
falud, faid, str. masc., app. corresp. to MLG. 
valt, mod.LG. falt, Du. vaalt, EFris. fol¢ en- 
closed space, dunghill.] 

1. A pen or enclosure for domestic animals, es, 
sheep. 

a700 Epinal Gloss. 959 Stabulum, falaed. a 800 Corpus 
Gloss. 310 Bofellum, falud. c1000 Ags. Gosf. John x. 1 Se 
pe ne ged zt pam gete into sceapa falde .. he is peof. 
at1100 Gerefa in Anglia (1886) IX. 260 Ge on felda, ze on 
falde. c1z00 OrmiN 3339 Till hirdess par ber pe33 bat 
nihht Biwokenn pe33re faldess. ax1z00 Cursor M. 3671 
(Cott.) Jacob went yn to be fald And broght be bestes. 1382 
Wvycur Yoh x. 1 Into the fold of the scheep. c 1470 Henry 
Wallace v.177 Twascheipe thai tuk besid thaim of a fauld. 
1523 Firzuers. Husd. § 6 To be set in a folde all nyghte 
without meate. 1697 DrypEn Virg. Georg. 1. 530 Oft the 
Flocks .. Nor Folds, nor hospitable Harbour know. 1788 
Burns My Hoggie ii, The lee-lang night we watch’d the 
fauld, Me and my faithfu’ doggie. 1800 Worpsw. Pet Lamb 
48 Our house shall be thy fold. 


b. fig., esp. in a spiritual sense. 

1340 Hampote Pr. Consc. 4640 In haly kirkes falde. 1541 
Barnes Ws. (1573) 247 You come into the fold of Christ 
without him. 1548 Hatt Chvon., Edw. IV (an. 14) 232 To 
kepe the wolfe from the folde, that is the Frenche kynge 
from your Castels and dominions. 1821 SHELLEY Death 
Napoleon 5 The last of the flock of the starry fold. 1868 G. 
Durr Pol. Surv. 182 Although South America is nominally 

Vou. IV. 


[f. fol Focu ; see 


[OE. folde - 





385 
Catholic, there are few parts of the fold which give more 


anxiety at Rome. 
e. The sheep contained in a fold. Also +the 


movable fold, and the sheep penned in it. 

1669 Wor.IDGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 219 To run the Fold 
over it, and well settle it. 1697 Drypen Virg. Past. vu. 73 
The bleating Fold. 1742 Cortins “clog. 11. 14 Till late 
at silent eve she penn’d the fold. 

d. transf. An enclosure of any kind; a dwelling. 
| Ln fere and fold: in prison together. 

€1435 Torr. Portugal 309 In a dongon .. Fowyre good 
erylles sonnys.. Ys fet in fere and fold. 1513 DouGtas 
“nets 1x. x. 18 Inclositt amyd ane fald of stakis. xgs2 
Hu ost, Folde, or packe, or pownde to pinne distress, carla. 
1847 TENNYSON Pyizc. v. 380 Far off from men I built a fold 
for them. 

2. An enclosed piece of ground forming part of 


a farm, as a farm-yard. 

c¢1450 Henryson Poems (1865) 6 Be firth, forrest, or 
fauld. 1500-20 Dunsar 7/zstle § Rose 68 That no schouris 
..Effray suld flouris or fowlis on the fold. 1802 R. ANDER- 
son Cumberld, Ball. 49 Auld Marget in the fauld she sits. 

b. transf. The ‘yard’ belonging to a mill, etc. ; 
a cluster of houses standing in such a yard. 

1863 Lancash. Fents, New Shirt 3 A pretty weaver lass 
..had taken her sewing up the ‘fowt’. 1882 Lanc. Gloss., 
Fold, Fowd, or Fowt, a cluster of houses. 1889 Barinc- 
Goutp Pennycomeguicks (1890) 58 The houses in the 
‘folds’ were deserted. 

3. attrib.and Comb., as fold-manure,-stake, -stead; 
also fold-garth, -yard, farm-yard; fold-mucked 
a., (ground) manured by folding sheep upon it; 
fold-pitcher, an iron crowbar used in pitching or 
setting up hurdles; fold-shore (see quot. 1813) ; 
fold-tread v.=Foup v.2 2; foldwards adv., to- 
wards the fold. 

1788 W. Marsuatt &. Yorksh. Gloss., *Foldgarth, farm- 
yard, 1876 Whitby Gloss., Faud-garth, the fold-yard. 1829 
Bone Manure, Rep. Doncast. Commission 5 Forty or fifty 
cart loads of *fold manure, 1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 
17 Wee can neaver gette above one Demaine-flatte *fold- 
mucked in a whole summer. 1832 Q. ¥rul. Agric. I11. 648 
Setting hurdles is most expeditiously done by the aid ofa.. 
*fold pitcher. 1813 T. Davis Agric. Wilts 63 Fossels, or 
*Hold-shores, the stakes to which the hurdles are fastened 
with a loose twig-wreath atthe top. 1878 Jackson in V7z/ts 
Archzol. Mag. XVII. 304 The fold-shores. c1475 Pict. 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 814 Hic palus, a *foldstake. 1663 
MS. Indenture (Barlby, Yorks.), 2 gardens and 2 *fold- 
steads. 1854 Frul. R. Agric. Soc. XV. u. 420 [He] also 
*fold-treads his turnip-land before the seed is drilled. 1870 
Morris Zarthly Par. 1. u, 462 Who stood awhile .. Then 
slowly gat him *“foldwards. 1800 Gent. Mag. II. 1291 He 
..had been feeding him in the *fold yard. 1839 SeLsy in 
Proc. Berw, Nat. Club 1. No. 7. 192 The.. Finch tribe .. 
found. .food..in the stack and fold-yards. 


Fold (fould), s2.3 Forms: 4-5 falde, 4-6 folde, 
4 felde, (6 folte), 6-7 foulde, 3- fold. [ME. 
fald, f. fald-en, Foun v.1; cf. MDu. voude (Du. 
vouw), OHG. falt masc. (MHG. valté, mod.Ger. 
faite fem.), ON. fald-r masc., falda fem. (Sw. fall, 
Da. fold). 

OE. had /yid, *field:—WGer. *faldi-z of equivalent for- 
mation, but it did not survive into ME.] 

1. A bend or ply, such as is produced when any 
more or less flexible object is folded; one of the 
parts, or both of them together, which are brought 
together in folding; sfec. (see quot. 1882). +In 
early poetic use, 2 fold, of rich fold, is a formula 
often introduced with little meaning in descriptions 


of costly garments. 

a1300 Cursor M. 23452 (Cott.) In clething cled o riche 
fald. cx1325 Metr. Hom, 113 Uestement of riche fold. 
az400 Sir Perc. 32 He gaffe his sister hym tille..With 
robes in folde. ?¢ 1475 Sgr. Lowe Degre 835 Your curtaines 
of camaca, all in folde. 1513 Douctas 4 mezs vu. viii. 94 
Thai byd display thair banaris out of faldis. 1689 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 2470/4 Several Pieces of Guilix and Gentish 
Hollands in the Long Fold. 1741 Cuamepers Cyc/. s. v. 
Drapery, The folds .. should be so managed that you 
may easily perceive what it is that they cover. 1824 Scotr 
Ld. of Isles 1. xxvi, The monarch’s mantle too he bore, 
And drew the fold his visage o’er. 1852 SEIDEL Organ 36 
When blown, these bellows form two, three, or more folds. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 105/1 s.v. Angle-joint, g has a 
fold to each plate; these lock upon each other, 1882 
CautFeitp & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Folds, the draping 
produced by Pleating or Gathering at the waist of a skirt; 
or the flat plaits on any part of a skirt, bodice or sleeve, 
secured at each end to the dress to keep them in place. 
jig. 16053 SHaxs. Lear 1. i. 221 A thing so monstrous, to 
dismantle So many folds of fauour! 1683 Drypen Life 
Plutarch 113 The folds and doubles of Sylla’s disposition. 
1742 YounG (Vt. Th. 1v. 733 My heart is thine ; Deep in its 
inmost folds, Live thou. 1820 SHELLEY Seusit. Plant 1. 31 
Till, fold after fold, to the fainting air The soul of her 
beauty and love lay bare. 1873 Max Mixver Sc. Relig. 
xr The flowing folds of language. 

b. A similar configuration in animal and veget- 

able structures. 

a1250 Owl & Night. 602 A mong pe folde of harde rinde. 
1562 Butteyn Bh. Sicke Men 50a, Masticke .. will. .not 
suffre Scamonie, to cliue to the foltes [1579 foldes] of the 
stomacke. 1651 Life Father Sarpfi 30 Those inward shuts 
or folds that are within the veines. 173x ArBsuUTHNOoT 4/z- 
ments Vi. Vili. 217 The inward Coat of a Lion’s Stomach has 
stronger Folds than a Human, 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. 
Kingd. 522 A fold of the alimentary canal. 1854 OwrENn 
Teeth in Orr's Circ. Sc., Organ. Nat. 1. 283 The folds of 
enamel that penetrate the substance of the tooth. 

e. A winding or sinuosity. 





FOLD. 


a1250 Owl § Night. 696 3if he ne con his wit atholde Ne 
fint he red in one folde. 1553 EpEN Decades 178 The 
fouldes or indented places of the mountaynes. 1601 Hot- 
LAND Péiny II. 113 That towne..stood as it were in a fold, 
or plait, or nouke thereof [z. ¢. of the gulf]. 1832 W. Irvinc 
Alhambra 1. 231 The folds of the mountains. 1887 
Bowen Virg. Ai neid uu. 748 The winding folds of the glen. 

d. A layer or ‘thickness’ (of cloth, etc.); a coat 
(of an onion). + With numerals, szzg. in A/. sense. 

1527 ANDREW Brunswyke's Distyll. Waters D j b, 
Two or iii folde of clowte wet in the same water. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 771 The Ancient /AXgyptian Mummies were 
shrowded in a Number of Folds of Linnen. 1675 Hoppers 
Odyssey (1677) 232 The fold of a dry onion. 1697 DrypEN 
“iineid V. 538 With sev’n distinguish’d folds Of tough Bull 
Hides. 1804 Med. Fru. X11. 64 Wrapping up the part 
in several folds of flannel. 1838 T. THomson Chem. Ore. 
Bodies 116 It must be. .dried between folds of blotting paper. 

e. Ina serpent’s body: A coil. 

1592 Suaks. Ven. §& Ad. 879 An adder Wreath’d vp in 
fatall folds. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1x. 498-9 Circular base of 
rising foulds, that tour’d Fould above fould a surging Maze. 
1697 CREECH Manilius 1. 14 Secure from meeting they’re 
distinctly roll’d, Nor leave their Seats, and pass the dreadfull 
fold [of the constellation Dyaco]. 1884 W. C. Smitu K7i- 
drostan 93 Serpents..clasp you in their folds. 

f. A length (of string) between two bends. 

1839 G. Birp Wat. Philos. 69 Each fold of string sustains 

a share of the weight 
g. Building. (See quot.) 

1842 Gwitt Lucycl. Arch. § 2172 Floors. . which are folded, 
that is when the boards are laid in divisions, whose side 
vertical joints are not continuous, but in bays of three, four, 
five, or more boards in a bay or fold. 

2. Something that is or may be folded; a leaf of 
a book, a sheet of paper, one of the leaves of a 
folding-door. 

€1315 SHOREHAM gi Ase hyt hys in holye boke I-wryten 
ine many a felde [?7ead fealde; the rimes are y-halde, 
tealde, ealde]. 1624 Massincer Pard. Love ut. ii, As I, in 
this fold—this—receive her favours. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1. 
724 The dores Op’ning thir brazen foulds. 1808 J. Bartow 
Columb, 11. 683 The wide gates receive their rapid flight. 
The folds are barr’d. 

+3. ? A wrapping, covering. Ods. 

1497 Will of Sympson (Somerset Ho.), A folde and 
a standard of Mayle. 1633 Forp Broken Heart mi. v, 
That remedy Must be a winding-sheet, a fold of lead, And 
some untrod-on corner in the earth. 

4. The action of folding; +a clasp or embrace. 

1606 Suaks. Jy. & Cyr, m1. ili. 223 Weake wanton Cupid 
Shall from your necke vnloose his amorous fould. 1885 
Crane Bookbinding iv. 33 Still another fold gives a ‘32mo’. 

5. The line or mark made by folding. 

1840 LARDNER Geow. 18 Both coincide with the fold of 
the paper. 

6. The words manzfold, threefold, etc. (see -FOLD 
suffix) have occasionally been viewed (erroneously) 
as syntactical combinations of the adjs. with the 
present sb. Hence the following uses: 

+a. Many a fold=many times, with many repe- 
titions. Obs. 

c1400 Melayne 445 Thay caste one it full many a folde. 
e1420 Chron. Vilod. 306 And ponkede perfore God mony 
a ffolde. 1503 Hawes Zaamp. Virt. \xxxii. (Arb.) 22 Set 
with dyamondes many a fold. 

+h. By many a fold: in manifold proportion, 
many times over. So dy foldes seven. Obs. 

c1450 Mirour Saluacioun 4300 Clerere than is the sonne 
shalle be, be faldes seven. c 1460 Yowneley Myst. (Sur- 
tees). 20 More bi foldes seven then I can welle expres. 
1577 Harrison England i, iii. (1877) 1. 73 The towne of 
Cambridge. .exceedeth that of Oxford. .by manie a fold. 

c. One portion of a ‘ manifold’ thing. 

1826 E. Irvine Babylon I. ii. 77 Which fourfold chain of 
evidence, upon any single fold of which I am willing [etc.]. 
1839 R. Puiie Life W. Milne I, 22 It stopped his basket- 
making before he got through two folds of the ‘ Fourfould 


State’. 

+ Fold, 53.4 Ods. rare. Also foold(e. ?The 
mountain-ash (app. rendering L. ornus). 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb, 1. 102t Ook, fold, and birche. 
Ibid. 111. 770 Foolde, ashes, quynce. 


Fold (fould), v.1 Pa. ¢. and pa. pple. folded 
(fouldéd). Forms: Juiz. 1 fealdan, Morthumbd. 
(se)falda, 3-5 fald(e(n, 3-6 folden, (5 -yn), 4 
felde, south. viealde, 4-6 south. volde, 5-7 fould, 
6-9 Sc. fald, fauld, 9 dal. faud, 5- fold. /a.¢. 
str. 1 f€old, 4-5 feld(e, 6 fald. wk. 4-5 foldid. 
(5 -et, -it), 6- folded. a. pple., str. 1 fealden, 
3-7 fold(e(m, (4-6 -in, -un, -yn, 7 foulden), 3 
south. volden, 3-4 fald(e(n, (6 fauden), 5 y-falt, 
folte, (6 falt), fould. w. 4 foldid, 6-7 foldit, 
(6 folted), 7 foulded, 4— folded. [Com.Teut. 
reduplicating strong vb.: OE. fea/dan = MDu. 
vouden (Du. vouwen), OHG. faldan, faltan (MHG. 
valten, Ger. falten), ON. falda (pa. t. félt), Goth. 
falpan (pa. t. faifalp) :—OTeut. *falpan, f. “falp :— 
pre-Teut. *4/#-, found in Lith. g/eta I plait, Gr. d/- 
maAtos, also &i-rAdowos (:—*-pltzyos) double; ac- 
cording to Brugmann an extended form of the root 
pl- (in Gr. d-7A6-os, simple, lit. ‘ one-fold”) of which 
another extension appears in Gr. wAéx-ew, L. plic- 
are to plait, fold. In OE, and early ME. the 
forms are those of a strong vb. ; from 15th c. on- 
wards weak forms were developed, and the vb. is 
now conjugated entirely as weak ; cf. Da. ‘aie 
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FOLD. 


1. tvans. To arrange (a piece of cloth, a surface, 
etc.), so that one portion lies reversed over or 
alongside another; to double or bend over upon 
itself. Also with z, over, together. Often con- 
textually implying repeated action of this kind. 
To fold up: to close or bring into a more compact 


form by repeated folding. 

c888 K. AEtrreD Boeth. xli. § 3 God scipstyra ongit mi- 
celne wind hreose zr zr hit weorpbe, and het fealdan pat 
sezl. axooo Riddles xxvii. 7 (Gr.) Mec [a parchment] 
fingras feoldon. axz2z50 Owl § Night. 1324 On ape mai a 
boc bi-halde, An leves wenden, and eft folde. 13.. Coer 
de L. 3497 Whenne they hadde eeten, the cloth was folde. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxi. 213 He opened the letter 
that he had folden afore to geder. 1535 CoveERDALE Lek. 
xli. 23 Euery dore had two litle wickettes which were folden 
in one vpon another on euery syde two, 1621 AINSWORTH 
Annot, Pentat. Exod. xiii. 9 These foure sections. .written 
on parchment, folden up they..tyed to the forehead. 1707 
Curios. in Hush. & Gard. 87 During..the Night, they join 
and fold in their Leaves. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 305 P9 
To open a Letter, to fold it up again. 1840 LARDNER Geow. 
44 If the triangle be conceived to be folded over. 1878 
Browninc Poets Crotsic 41 Our René folds his paper. 

transf. and jig. 1633 Eart Mancu. AZ Mondo (1636) 
122 When death hath foulded up thy dayes, all opportunity 
is past. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. u. x. 26 So hand- 
somely folding up her discourse, that his virtues are shown 
outwards, and his vices wrapped up in silence. 1677 
CrownE Destr. Yerusaleme 1. 1v. i, Every night their 
Bodies were not worn, But gently lapt and folded up 
till morn. 1820 SHELLEY Let, Gisborne 245 Let his page.. 
Fold itself up for the serener clime Of years to come. 

Prov, 1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Merch. 90 Hee that 
buyeth Lawne before he can fold it, will repent before he 
hath sold it. 

b. Geol. To double up (strata). 
vefl. To become doubled up. 

1857 LivincsToNE 77 av, xxviii. 570 Making the strata fold 
over them on each side. 1872 C. Kinc Mountain. Sierra 
Nev. ix. 185 When the Sierra Nevada and Wahsatch 
mountains were folded. 1885 Brecker in Amer. Frul. Sc. 
Ser. m1, xxx, 208 The result of a tendency to fold carried 
beyond the limit of elasticity of the rock. 

e. To bend or turn dack or down (a portion of 
something). + Zo fold off: to bend back and break 
off. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 774 Or me sette him [a graft] 
in the tree The tendron and the leves of thou folde. 

da. Building. (See quot. s.v. Foup 56.3 1 g.) 

e. intr. To yield to pressure, so as to become 


folded ; to be capable of being folded. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvit. xxvii. (1495) 620 
That cassia is best that brekyth not soone but bendyth and 
foldeth. 1793 Smeaton Adystone L. 194 Having a joint in 
the middle, it folds, 

+f. trans. To roll up, asa scroll. Odés. 

1382 Wyciir Lake iv. 20 Whanne he hadde closid [v.~ 
folded, or closed] the book. cx1q400 St. Alexins (Laud 622) 
932 A book in his honde he halt Swibe fast, & narewe yfalt. 
1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Afoc. (1573) 283 Heauen fled 
backe, and was folden vp lyke a scrolle. 

2. trans. To place in a spiral or sinuous form; 
to coil, wind. Now only with const. avout, round, 
or the like. Also zwér. for ref. 

1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 346/2 The deceiuers 
double and folde in themselues like serpents. c 1650 Mer- 
Zine 1465 in Furniv. Percy Folio I. 467 Beneathe the 
stones under the Mold tow dragons Lyen there fould. 
1816 J. Witson City of Plague u. iv, Thus I fold one arm 
Round thy blest neck. 1833 TENNyson Poems 6, I. dare 
not fold My arms about thee. 1842 — Talking Oak 148 
When I feel about my feet The berried briony fold. 1842 
— Day-dream, Departure i, On her lover's arm she leant, 
And round her waist she felt it fold. 

+b. zutr. Of astream: To take a winding course. 
c1420 Pallad. on Husb. m1. 557 So that the towne water 
doune folde Streght hem amonge. 

+3. trans. To cause to bend; hence, to throw 
down, overthrow; also, to overcome. (Cf. mod, 
double up.) fig. To prevail upon by entreaty. 

¢ 1205 Lay. 20077 Feollen ba uzie uolden to grunde, ¢1330 
King of Tars 1118 The feendes strengthe to folde. ¢1430 
Syr Tryam, 326 Fourti Syr Roger downe can folde. 

+4. To bend, bow (oneself, the body, or limbs). 

1300 Cursor M. 8965 (Cott.) To be tre sco can hir fald. 
1380 Six Ferumb. 841 Is bodi a-side he felde. 1571 
Hanmer Chron. Tred. (1633) 17 A red Lyon Rampant, with 
his taile folden towards his backe. a@1605 MonTGOMERIE 
Misc. Poems li. 35 Befoir Europe. .he his feit did fauld. 

Jig. 1578 Ps. \xxvii. in Scot. Poems 16th C. 11. 109 They 
..hes vs left all foldit into cair. 

+b. intr. for ref. Of the body or limbs: To 
bend, crook, double up, yield. Also, of a person: 
To bow, bend down, crouch, drop down. Obs. 
13.-Maximon iv.in Rel, Ant. I. 120 Care and kunde of 
elde Maketh mi body felde, That y ne mai stonde upright. 
1382 Wyciir Matt. xvii. 14 A man cam to hym, foldid on 
knees byfore hym, seyinge. 1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. xx. 120 
The fyngres pat freo beo to folden and to clycchen. c¢1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 98 My legys thay fold, my fyngers 
ar chappyd. 

+5. intr. To give way, collapse; to fail, falter. 

a 1250 Owl & Night. 37 And falt mitonge. a@1300 Cursor 
M. 24348 (Cott.) In suime al falden dun i fell. ¢1325 Song 
of Mercy 136 in E. E. P. (1862) 122 Vr feip is frele to 
flecche and folde. c1430 Hymmns Virg. (1867) 73 My lymes 
foulden pat weren fast. 1596 Spenser Hymn Heaveniy 
Beautie 7, 1..feele my wits to faile, and tongue to fold. 

+b. To succumb, yield ground. Ods. 

€ 1400 Rowland § O, 1250 Charlles me thynke that thou 

scholdeste folde. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11. 84 Thir 


Also zntr. for 
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barbour bodeis..Docht nocht of force than for to gar ws 
fald. a1625 A. Garpen Theat. Scot. Kings (Abbotsf. 
Club.) 14 Thou forced for to fald Such as deboir'd from thy 
Obedience darre. 
+e. To swerve or turn aside (from truth, etc.). 

¢ 1380 Wycur Ser. Sel. Wks. II. 126 He shulde teche 
bes worldly men. .to drede to folde fro treupe as Pilat dide. 
1450 Henryson Mor. Fad, 42 For prayer or price trow yee 
that they wald fald. 

6. trans. To lay (the arms, etc.) together, so as 
to overlap; to clasp (one’s hands) together. Also 
intr, for refi. 

c 1000 /ELFRIC Gen. xlix. 32 He feold his fet [Vulg. cod- 
legit pedes suos| uppan his bedd. ¢ 1374 CHaucer 77oylus 
Iv. 331 (359) With his armes folden. 1535 CovERDALE Pov. 
vi. 10 Yee..folde thine handes together yet a litle, that thou 
mayest slepe. 1632 Litucow 7rav. v. 205 They..sit downe 
on the ground, folding their feete vnder them. 1697 CoLtiER 
Ess. Mor. Subj. 11. (1703) 114 Envy. .folds its arms in despair. 
1732 Berketey Alczphr. 1. § 5 Alciphron stood. .with his 
arms folded across. 1821 SHELLEY Prometh. Unb, 1. 222 
My wings are folded o’er mine ears, 1849 C. BRoNnTE 
Shirley x. 142 Her head drooped, her hands folded. 1865 
Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. ii, She folds her hands in the manner 
of a supplicating child. : 

b. ? absol.=To fold the hands (app. given as an 


uneducated use). 

1865 Dickens AZut. Fr. 11. xiv, ‘I'd far sooner be. .tiring of 
myself out, than a-sitting folding and folding by the fire.’ 

+7. To plait; to mat (hair). Ods. 

1382 Wycuiir Matt. xxvii. 29 Thei foldynge a crowne of 
thornis. 1535 CovERDALE Song Sol. vii. 5 The hayre of thy 
heade is like the kynges purple folden vp in plates. 1555 
Epen Decades 43 Images of gossampine cotton foulded or 
wrethed, 1863-87 Foxe A. & /W.(1596) 936/2 He remained 
so long manicled that his haire was folded togither. 

+b. fg. To attach, plight (faith). Ods. 

c1340 Gaw. §& Gr. Knt. 1783 Bot if 3e haf a lemman, 
a leuer, bat yow lyke better, & folden fayth to pat fre, 
festned so harde pat you lausen ne lyst. 

+e. zztr. To be suitable or accordant. Ods. 
c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 359 Sypen pis note is so nys, bat 
no3t hit yow falles, & I haue frayned hit at yow fyrst, 
foldez hit tome. J/d7d. 499 Pe forme to be fynisment foldez 
ful selden. 

8. To enclose in or as in a fold or folds; to cover 
or wrap up; to swathe, envelop. Now only const. 
i ; formerly const. wth, and s¢mply. 

13.. &. E. Allit. P. A 434 Knelande to grounde [ho] 
folde vp hyr face. c1394 P. PZ. Crede 126 Seynt Fraunces 
him-self schall folden the in his cope. ¢1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 168 Per ben manye maner causis whi bat guttis 
ben folde with nerves. 1830 Comedy Beauties Women Cj, 
I thynk he be xxiiii. yeres of age, I saw hym born and holpe 
for to fold hym. 1594 Martowre & Nasue Didot. ii, The 
rest, we fear, are folded in the floods. 1697 Drypen 4neid 
vu. 496 With his circling volumes folds her hairs. 1707 
Curios. in Hush. & Gard. 333 The Seed is the Plant folded 
and wrapt up. 1854 B. TayLor Poems Orient, On the Sea 
(1866) 162 The mountain isles.. Folded in shadows gray. 

Jig. 1590 GREENE O71. Fur. Wks. (Rtldg.) 92/1 Folding 
their wraths in cinders of fair Troy. 1593 SHaxs. Lacy. 
1073, 1 will not. .fold my fault in cleanly coin’d excuses. 1649 
W. Braprorp Plymouth Plant. u. (1856) 276 These busi- 
nesses were not .. well understood of a longe time, but 
foulded up in obscuritie. 1878 GiLDER Poet § Master 36 
Then must I..In myself fold me, 


b. Of the surrounding medium: To serve as a 


wrapping for. Zoe. 

1592 Suaxs. Ven. § Ad. 822 So did the..night, Fold in 
the obiect that did feed her sight. 1793 SourHey 777. 
Woman 389 The purple robe of state thy form shall fold. 
1815 W. H. Irevanp Scribbleomania 15 Paper..purchas’d, 
brown sugar to fold. 1830 TENNyson Dirge i, Shadows of 
the silver birk Sweep the green that folds thy grave. 

+e. Of a hostile army: To surround, beleaguer. 
c1400 Destr. Troy 11263 Zour cité is set all aboute With 
3our fomen fuerse foldyn with in. 
+d. To wrap or entangle in a snare. Obs. 

a 1592 GREENE /7. Bacon (1630) 2 In her tresses she doth 
fold the lookes Of such as gaze vpon her golden haire. 
1614 Rateicu Hist, World u. § 3. 418 ‘Those perills : within 
which they were so speedily folded vp. 

9. To clasp (¢2 one’s arms, to one's breast); to 


embrace. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 24491 (Cott.) Quen i him had in armes 
fald. c1400 Ywaine § Gaw.1425 He hir in armes hent, 
And ful fair he gan hir falde. 1593 Suaxs. Rich. [/,1, iii. 
54 We will descend and fold him in ourarmes. 1621 Lapy 
M. Wrotu Urania 353 [They] together fold in each others 
armes, sate downe. 1794 Burns Lassie wi’ the lint-white 
locks iv, V1 fauld thee to my faithfu’ breast. 1821 SHELLEY 
Death Napoleon 21 To my bosom I fold All my sons when 
their knell is knolled. 1859 Tennyson /dydls, Geraint 99 
Not to be folded more in these dear arms. 

10. Comb.: the vb. stem in comb. with a sb., in 
sense ‘that can or will fold’; as fold-net, -shirt. 
Also fold-up a., adapted to be folded-up, 

1706 Puiturs (ed, Kersey), Mold-net, a sort of Net with 
which small Birds are taken in the Night. 1855 Browninc 
Men & Wom., Saul 21 The tent was unlooped. .I groped my 
way on Till I felt where the foldskirts fly open, 1894 WILKINS 
epee Green Bay-tree 1. 23 The famous Harrow fold-up 

ed, 


Fold (fould), v.2 Also 5 fooldyn, 6 folde, 8 
Sc. fauld, 9 dal. faud. [f. Foun sd.7] 

1. trans: To shut up (sheep, etc.) in a fold, to 
pen; occas. with up; also abso/. Of hurdles: To 
serve for penning. (In OE. once zr. to make or 


set up sheepfolds,) 
a 1100 Gerefa in Anglia (1886) IX. 261 Faldian, fiscwer and 
mylne macian. c¢ 1440 Promp, Parv. 168/2 Fooldyn, or put 











FOLDAGE. 


beestys ina folde, camo. 1565 Coorer7Hesaurus s.v. Clando, 
To folde with hurdels. 1590 NAsuE Pasgutl’s Afol, 1. Div, 
God commaunded his people to be folded vp, and to stand 
within the barres. 1600 SuRFLET Countrie Farme 1. xxvi. 
165 By folding them [goats] vpon. .fallowes in the summer 
time. 1634 Mitton Comus 93 The star that bids the shep- 
herd fold Now the top of Heav’n doth hold. 1661 WeBsTER 
& Row.ey Thracian Wonder 1. B iij, Let's make haste to 
fold up our flocks. 1765 A. Dickson 7veat. Agric. m1. (ed. 2) 
380 It is a custom, in some places, to fold sheep and cattle, 
for the sake of their dung. 1822 Rocers /taly, Monte 
Cassino 32 Counts, as he folds, five hundred of his sheep. 
1842 JoHNSON Farmer's Encycl.,s.v. Hurdle, A dozen and 
a half hurdles will fold 30 sheep. 1842 BiscHorr Woollen 
Manuf, 11. 137 We never fold our merino or other sheep, the 
land is too wet. 1894 Zzes 6 Mar. 4/1 Flock masters are 
folding on it [rye] early. — 
b. fig.; esp. in spiritual sense. Cf. FEED v. 2. 

1826 Macauray Dies Jre 51 Fold me with the sheep that 
stand..at thy right hand. 1871 Macpurr Mem. Patmos 
xiv. 192 The Lamb..shall..guide them, fold them. 1887 
Pall Mail G. 18 Oct. 1/2 These hitherto wandering sheep 
are in process of being folded into the comprehensive 
pastures of the national religion. ; 

2. To place sheep in a fold or folds upon (a piece 
of ground), for the purpose of manuring it. Zo 
fold off: to use (a crop) as pasture for folded 


sheep. 

1671 St. Hoine Improved 3 The Men of the Vale might.. 
desire that those of the Hill-country might not Fold, or 
Dung their Ground, or Sow any Corn. 1759 tr. Duhamel’s 
Hush. u. i. (1762) 127 Two contiguous pieces of ground.. 
had been folded. 1794 J. Boys Agric. Kent 37 Theclover 
being again folded off. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. 
Agric. 11. 6 When his grass fields have been partially 
folded with sheep. 

Hence Folded Af/. a. 


folds sheep; a shepherd. 

1871 W. Evperton EZit. on Fewel in Farr S. P. Eliz. 
(1845) II. 512 Alas! is Juell dead, the folder of the flocke ? 
1579 SPENSER S/eph. Cal. Epil., From the falsers fraud his 
folded flocke to keepe. 1607 TorseLt Four Beasts 74 
Among folded beasts. 1725 Pore Odyss. 1x. 257 The folded 
flocks. 180r J. Bree Derwent Water iti, What time the 
folder hears the mandrake’s moan. 

Fold, var. form of Foun. 

-fold, szfix (OE. -feald, Northumb. -fa/d, ME. 
-fald, -fold), corresponds to OFris., OS. -fald (Du. 
-voud), OHG. -falt (MHG. -valt, mod.Ger. -falt), 
ON. -faldr (Sw. -fald, Da. -fold), Goth. -falps; 
cognate with Foup v.!, and with the equivalent Gr. 
-maXTos, -7Aacios, also, more remotely, with Gr. 
-mAo- in amAds single, dads double (=L. duplus), 
and probably with the L. (s¢m-, du-, tri-) plex. 
Like the Gr. and L. equivalents, the Teut. suffix is 
appended to cardinal numerals (and adjs. meaning 
‘many’), forming adjs. of which the primary sense 
is ‘folded in two, three, four, etc.,’ or ‘ plaited of 
two, three, four, etc. strands’ (cf. ‘a threefold 
cord’), but which serve also and chiefly as arith- 
metical multiplicatives. The OE. forms, /zw7-, 
twio-, twiefeald, drifeald, fyderfeald, which retain 
the combining form of the cardinal inherited from 
OTeut., were superseded in early ME. by new 
formations on the analogy of fivefold, etc., where 


the cardinal has the normal form. 

The adjs. were already in OE, used absol. in the neut. 
(e.g. dvifeald threefold, three times as much) and as advbs. 
(=doubly, triply, etc.), and these uses still continue. In 
OE, the adverbial notion was also expressed by phrases 
like de fiffealdum, be manizfealdum, in later Eng. ¢ dy 
Jfivefold, by manifold, ‘The introduction of the Romanic 
synonyms double and treble or trifle, to which were after- 
wards added the adapted Latin guadruple, quintuple, etc., 
has considerably narrowed the use of the derivatives in 
-fold; indeed the latter seem to be (in many dialects) 
no longer current among illiterate people. In educated 
use the strictly multiplicative sense survives chiefly in 
the adv. and quasi-sb., and with reference to somewhat 
large numbers (‘He has repaid me tenfold’; ‘that is a 
thousandfold worse’); the adjs. express rather a plurality 
of things more or less different, than mere quantitative 
multiplication: cf. ‘a double charm’ with ‘a two-fold 
charm’. 

In ME. a few new and unanalogical compounds were 
formed with the suffix, as +¢hzck-fold (=frequent, -ly), 
double-fold; but these did not survive into the modern 
period. Of the nonce-combinations, formed by attaching 
-fold to indefinite numerals, interrogatives, and the like, the 
following quots. afford examples, 

1695 ALINGHAM Geom, Epit. 63 The quantitie of propor- 
tion is more generally defined by how much fold rather 
than by how many times the consequent is contained in the 
antecedent. 1833 N. Arnorr Physics (ed. 5) II. 78 The 
effect was found to be several fold greater than of steam 
from the same quantity of fuel. 1879 H. Grorce Progr. 
§ Pov, uU. iii, (1881) 115 All of the things which furnish 
man’s subsistence have the power to multiply many fold, 

Foldable (fowldab’l), a. [f. Foup v.1+-aBuE.] 
That may be folded. 

1893 Vat. Observ. 13 May 645/2 All foldable tissues. . will 
own their sway. 

+ Foldage! (fowldédz). Obs. [f. Foup 50.2 + 
-AGE, Cf. FaupacE.] a. = Faupacr. b. The 
practice of feeding sheep in movable folds, 

1533-4 Act 25 Hen. VIII. c. 13 § 7 Euerie personne.. 
which. .shal haue. .libertie of foldage. 1628 Coxe On Litt, 
u. x. § 170 To haue .. Franke foldage..a man may make a 
Title by vsage. 1657 Sir H. Grimstone in Croke’s Ref. 1. 475 
Land which was..made good by foldage,or other industrious 
means. 


Also Fo‘lder, one who 


FOLDAGE. 


Foldage 2 (fowldedz). Her. 
v.1+-aGE.] (See quot. 1688) 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury ur. xvii. 396 Foldage when these 
kind of Leaves have several foldings and turnings, one from 
another: as in mantles. Some call them Festune heads. 
1703 in Frul. Derbysh. Archeol. Soc. III. 33 Runing of 
foldage in the margent of the pannels. 

Fo'ld-cou:rse. [f. Fotp 5d.2 + Courss.] Land 
to which pertained the right of foldage ; the right 
itself; hence, a sheepwalk. 

1538 Firzuers. Fust. Peas 127b, Theyr owne demeane 
landes, pastures, and foldcourses. 1677 Corrs, Fold course, 
as Maldage. 1726 Dict. Rust. (ed. 3) s.v. Faldage, This 
Faldage in some places is call’d a Fold-course or Free-hold, 
1848 Wuarton Law Lex., Holdage and Foldcourse. 

Fo'ld-di:ke. Sc. [f. Fonp sd.4+ Drxp; prob. 
alteration of fazl-dike: see Fan sé.) A wall of 
turf surrounding a fold. 

1437 Merches of Bp. Brynnes in Cart. Aberd. F. 14(Jam.) 
Fra that wele ascended up an ald fald dyk to the hill. 
1513-75 Diurnal Occurrents (1833) 130 Ane narrow passage 
in fauld dykkis. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. ix, One of the.. 
whig dogs shot at me from behind a fauld-dike. 

Folded (fowldéed), Ap7. a. [f. Foun v. + -np!.] 
In various senses of the vb.; bent, closed, coiled, 
doubled, twisted. 

1570 Satir. Poems Refornt. xxii, 60 With fauldit neif. 1629 
Mitton Christ's Nativ. 172 The scaly Horrour of his 
foulded tail. 1646 Buck Rich. ZI/, 1. 58 Otherwise he 
might sit downe with folded hands. 1784 Cowrer 7ask 1. 
331 The folded gates would bar my progress now. 1801 
Soutuey Thalaba tv. vy, With folded arms..he sate, 1850 
Mrs. BrowninG Poems II. 150 Folded eyes see brighter 
colours than the open ever do. 1855 Browninc Any Wife 
viii, The book I opened keeps a folded leaf. 

Jig. 1593 A. Bacon in Bacon’s Wks. (1862) VIII. 245 His 
enigmatical folded writing. 1649 Jer. Tavtor Gt. Exemp. 
i. § 12. 56 An implicit and folded duty. 1707 Tate in 
Southey Covze.-pl. Bk. Ser. 11. (1849) 337 Untie your folded 
thoughts, And let them dangle loose as a bride’s hair. 1832 
Tennyson Dr. Fair Won. 263 The white dawn’s creeping 
beams. .dissolved the mystery Of folded sleep. 

b, Of a mantle; Arranged in folds. 

1831 CarLyLe Sart. Res. 1. v, In folded mantles. 


e. Folded angle-joint (see quot.); + Folded table, 


?a table with flaps. 

1504 Bury Wills (Camden) tor The hall tabyll and 
trystells in the hall, parlurrs, and chamburs, except falt 
tabells. 
iron. 1874 Kwnicur Dict. Mech. 1. 105/1, h is a riveted 
joint, one plate being bent to lap upon the other. ‘This 
joint is called the folded angle. 

Hence Fo'ldedly adv,., in a folded manner. 

1613 CHApmMAN Maske Inns of Court Plays 1873 IIT. 94 
A pentacle of siluered stuffe about her shoulders, hanging 
foldedly downe both before and behind. 

Folden (fowldén), £f/. a. Obs. exc. arch. [str. 
pa. pple. of Fonp v.1] = Fonpep. 

1435 Misyn Five of Love 74 Bolnyd with foldyn Argu- 
mentis, 1512 Wottingham Rec. 1. 114 Unam tabulam 
vocatam ‘a folden borde’ cum tribus foliis. 1513 DoucLas 
Aineis x.i, 1x The faldin 3ettis baith vp warpit brayd. 1572 
Wills & Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1835) I. 348 One lyttle fauden 
table. 1611 SpeEeD Zheat. Gt. Brit. w. i. § 18. 138/2 
Foulden wreathes of fine linnen. 1702 W. J. Bruyn’s Voy. 
Levant \iv. 211 A wooden Chest of Drawers, which opens 
with Folden Doors. 1857 Blackw. Mag. LUX XXI. 337 He 
sang, and drew .. Angels down, on folden wings. 

Folder (fowldo1), sd. [f. Foup v.! + -mr1.] 
One who or that which folds. 

a. gen. Also folder up. 

1552 Hurort, Folder, »ugator, Folder vp of clothes or 
garmentes, vestiplicus. 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. 
III. 148 Women are employed .. as compositors, as well as 
folders and stitchers. 1885 Crane Bookbinding iv. 30 With 
..the ‘head’ on top of the pages farthest from the folder. 
1891 oe Frnt. 1. 64x Folders up: Men, 17s. 5¢. ; Women, 
tos, gd. 

b. An instrument for folding paper, etc. 

1846 in Worcester. 1886 V. V. Herald 27 Oct. 6/3 The 
press is a new Hoe perfecting machine, with a folder 
attached. 

ce. (See quot. 1867.) d. (See quot. 1874.) e. 

U.S. A sheet or leaf (e.g. a map or time-table) 
which can be folded up. f. (See quot. 1884.) g. 
An insect that folds leaves, a leaf-folder. (Cevd. 
Dict.) 4 

1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Folder, the movable sight 
ofa fire-arm. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 899 folder .. 2. 
a form of spectacles in which the lenses fold together for the 
pocket. 1884 /d¢d. IV. 353 Fodder (Sheet Metal Working), 
a machine for turning locks or tapping edges of cans. 1889 
Scribner's Mag. Aug. 219/1 The time-table sheets or folders, 
which every company must keep on hand at its stations. 

+ Folder, v. 0ds.—! [variant form of FALTER 2.] 

1617 MarkuamM Cavai, vu. xlix. 67 The Horsse wil in his 
going reele and folder. 

Folderol, v.: see FALDERAL v. Hence Fol- 
de-rolling wd/. sd, / 

a1847 Exiza Coox Happy Mind vii, Some rough native 
harp Strikes up With English fol-de-rolling. 

+Fold-gabel. Os. rare. [f. Foun sb.2 + 
GABEL tax.] Rent paid for a fold. 

1384-5 Abingdon Acc. (1892) 143 Of faldgabul nothing, 
because no fold. 

Folding (fowldin),v0/.5d.1 [f. Foupy.! + -1ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Foun in its various senses ; 
a doubling together, rolling up, etc.; the result of 


such action. sfec. (see quot. 1874). 
1375 BArsour Bruce xi. 632 Lo ! quhat falding in fortoune 


[f Foup sd.3 or 


1554 /d¢d. 146 A goblet .. and a folted table wt | 
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is. ¢1440 Pronip. Parv. 168/2 Foldynge of clopys .. pdz- 
cacio. 1560 Bier (Genev.) Prov. vi. 10 A little folding of 
the handes to sleepe. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's [nst. 1. xiii. 
(1634) 44 With such folding and crooked winding these 
slippery snakes doe slide away. 1642 Jer. Taytor Zfisc. 
(1647) 98 To summe up this digest of their acts and ordina- 
tions in those generall foldings us’d by the Fathers. 1671 
Grew Anat. Plants 1. iv. § 17 (1682) 32 According to the 
Form and Foulding of every Leaf. .is its protection order’d. 
1691G. D’EmiLianne Praudsh omish Monks 263 Of a Candid 
and Open Spirit, without any foldings or deceit. 1712 Bup- 
GELL Sfect. No. 539 P 1 The many Foldings..and Doublings 
which I make. 1789 G. WuitTe Selborne iii. 7 The curious 
foldings of the suture the one into the other. 1874 Knicut 
Dict. Mech. 1. 899 Folding, the process by which printed 
sheets are so doubled up as to bring the pages into con- 
secutiveness for gathering and binding. 

+b. A clasping, an embrace. ZZ. and fig. Ods. 

1685 Hart Hauirax Death Chas. IJ Wks. (1715) 5 When 
round his Trunk the Vine Does in soft Wreaths and amor- 
ous Foldings twine. 1713 C’ress WINCHELSEA JZisc, Poems 
381 The gentle foldings of my Love. 1781 Eywna Corbett 
II. 172 Replace brother in the embraces of brother, and 
friend in the foldings of friend. 

e. Geol, The doubling up of strata; the result 
of this. 

1849 Murcuison Siluria viii. 154 Illustrating the foldings 
-. of the Silurian series. 1884 Genie in Nature 13 Noy. 
30/1 The general trend of all these foldings and ruptures is 
from north-north-east to south-south-west. 

2. quasi-concr. and concr. 

a. The point or region of folding; the bend or 
depression of a limb; a sinuous part or curve of a 
range of hills, the winding ofa valley. Cf. Fotp 
56.3 Te. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 109 A smal seem in foldynge of 
pe forheed. 7d. 159 In be foldynge of be myddil of be arm. 
1818 SHELLEY Let. to Mrs. Shelley 20 Aug., The foldings 
of the Vale of Arno. 1886 T, Westwoop Quest of the 
Sancgreall, From the far folding of the hills. 

b. A fold of a garment, etc., of flesh, skin, etc. ; 
+a lock or plait of hair; +/. the leaves of a 
folding-door; also, +a coil or wreath of flame. 

1552 Hutoet, Folding of a womans heere, ¢vica. 1558 
Puarr neid 1. 584 With.. flames in foldings round. 
1603 Knottes Hist. Turks (1638) 37 Many pleits and 
foldings. 1669 W. Simpson Hydred. Chym. 347 The tunicles 
and fouldings of the Stomach. 1756-7 tr. Keysler’s Trav. 
(1760) II. 256 [This door] is made of brass, with two fold- 
ings. 1808 Scorr Mar. ut. xxvii, The foldings of his 
mantle green, 1808 Bartow Colzs2b. ut. 370 The lightning’s 
glancing fires. . Bend their long forky foldings o’er the world. 

transf. and fig. 1719 YounG Revenge iv. i, Deep in the 
secret foldings of my heart, She liv’d. 1853 Tatrourp 
Castilian tm. ii, The parted foldings of the mist. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as folding-machine, -place, 
-room; folding-stick (Bookbinding) = FOLDER b. 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, * Folding-machine, a machine 
which delivers newspapers or printed book-work folded. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. goo Folding-machine .. 
2(Metal.), one which bends pans and tin-ware to form, 1884 
Ibid. 1V. 353 Folding Machine (Printing), a folder attached 
to a perfecting printing machine. (Bookbinding), a machine 
for folding sheets, signatures or quires, 1715 DESAGULIERS 
Fires Imnpr.160 The prick’d Lines represent the *folding 
Places where the Plates must be bent. 1892 Pad/ Mall G. 
23 Mar. 4/2 The *folding-room in a sub-basement of the 
south wing. 1880 ZarunsporF Bookbinding 1 Holding a 
*folding-stick in the right hand. 

Folding (fowldin), v7. sb.2 [f. Fon v.?] 

1. The action of folding sheep; an instance of 
this. Also cozcr. Manure dropped in the fold. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 168/2 Foldynge or puttynge in felde 
incanlacio. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 509 We see againe that 
Foldings of Sheepe helpe Ground. .by their Compost. 1794 
Burns Hark ! the Mavis, Vhen a faulding let us gang. 1855 
Browninc Love among the Ruins v, The quiet-coloured eve 
Smiles to leave T’o their folding, all our many-tinkling fleece. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as folding-hour, -time ; also 
folding-slap (.5¢.), the gate of the fold; folding- 
star, a star rising at folding-time, an evening-star. 

1803 Lrypen Scenes of Inf. 1. 291 When evening brings 
the merry “folding hours. 1786 Burns And Maun J still, 
The sheep-herd steeks his *faulding slap. 1746-7 CoLLins 
Ode to Evening Poems (1771) 72 When thy “*folding-star 
arising shows His paly circlet. 1822 Suettey /edlas 221 
The powers of earth and air Fled from the folding star of 
Bethlehem. 1876 Whitby Gloss., *Fauding-time, the time 
when the cattle are housed or folded. 

Folding (fovldin), Ap/. a. [f. Foup v.1 + -1Ne 2.) 

1. That folds; that is or can be folded. 

1611 Biste « Kings vi. 34 The two leaues of the one doore 
were folding. 170x RowE Asmd, Step-Moth. ut. ii. 1178 
The circle of my folding arms. 1863 IT. Wricut in AZacm. 
Mag. Jan. 173 Written on folding sheets of vellum. 1871 
R. Exxis Catudlus \xiv. 307 Round them a folding robe 
their weak limbs aguish hiding. : 

2. esp. in the names of various articles of furniture, 
appliances, etc. as folding-bed, -board, -boat, -chair, 
-chase, ~foint, -met, -screen, -spooi, -stool, -table. 
Often hyphened. Also FoLtpine-Door. 

1771 Smottetr Humphry Clinker, Wks. 1806 VI. 179 
When the *folding-bed is down, there is just room sufficient 
to pass between it and the fire. 1422-3 A dingdon Acc. (1892) 
98 In Aula: j tabula vocata *voldyngbord. 1874 Knicur 
Dict. Mech, 1. 899 * Holding-boat, one whose frame is collaps- 
ible for compact stowage. 1677 Govt. Venice 316 ‘The 
Parasol, the *Folding-Chair, the Cushions. 1884 F. M. 
Crawrorp Rom. Singer 1.24 They bring strange little fold- 
ing chairs. 1875 Soutnwarp Dict. Tyfogr., *Holding 
chases, two or more chases, constructed in such a manner 
that when laid together they form one large chase, 1842 
Gwitr Encycl. Arch, Gloss., *Folding JFoint, a joint made 
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like a rule-joint or the joint of a hinge. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech. 1. 900 * Folding-net, a bird-net shutting upon its prey. 
1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *Folding-screen, an upright 
portable screen, in several leaves or parts, which shuts up. 
1480 IV7lZ Don (Somerset Ho.', A *folding spone of siluer. 
1340 Ayend. 239 Ane *uyealdinde stole, 1705 HIcKERINGILL 
Priest-cr, i. iil. 29 One of them. . flung a little folding Stool, 
whereon she sat, at the Dean’s Head. 1s02 Bury Wills 
(Camden) 93 The beste *faldyng table. 1532 Juv. in Noakes 
poe Mon. §& Cathedr. (1866) 157 A voldyng table with two 
eves, 

Folding door. [f. Forprne fg/. a. + Door.] 
A door consisting of two parts hung on opposite 
jambs, so that their edges come into contact when 
the door is closed. Now usually g/. in same 
sense. ty 

In the mod. sense of the adj. the name is more appropriate 
when, as is often the case, each of the parts of the door con- 
sists of two or more leaves, hinged so as to fold up when 
the door is open. ‘Folding doors’ are often used to form 
a removable partition between two adjacent rooms ; hence 
the term is sometimes loosely applied to a partition used for 
the same purpose, but opened by lateral sliding of its parts. 

1611 Corer. s.v. Batant, A foulding, or two leaued doore. 
1723 CuAmpers tr. Le Clerc’s Treat. Archit. 1. 102 In one 
of the Folding-doors is usually a Wicket. 1794 Mrs. Rap- 
cLirFE Myst. Udolpho xix, Through a folding-door she 
passed from the great hall to the ramparts. 1829 Univer- 
sity Instr. in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) III. 103 
The four Schools. .are..to communicate with each other .. 
by large double folding doors. 1838 Lytton Calderon i, 
The folding-doors were thrown open. 1882 Ouips Maremma 
I. 125 A double or, as it is commonly termed, folding-door. 

So Folding gates. : 

1824 Scotr Redgauntlet Let. xi, ‘They rode. .through the 
muckle faulding yetts.’ 1870 Bryant Jéad I. xu. 397 The 
beams that strengthened the tall folding-gates. 

Foldless (fowldlés), a. [f. Foup s5d.2 + -Lxss.] 
Having no fold or pen. 

1822 Mitman Martyr of Antioch 38 Who shall lead The 
foldless sheep to life’s eternal pastures When their good 
shepherd’s gone? 1895 W. Watson Purple East vi, Christ's 
foldless flock, shorn of their fleece. 

Foldless (fowldlés), a.2 [f. Foup sd.5 + -LEss.] 
Without a fold or crease. 

1845 Mrs. Norton Child Isl. (1846) 131 One foldless 
mantle. 1850 Browninc Avas Eve § Easter Day 217 To 
have it [a curtain] go Foldless and flat along the wall. 

Foldure (fowldiiiz). rare—+. [f. Forp v1 + 
-URE.] The action or process of folding. 

1823 Lams Ze/¢. (1888) II. 72 My letters are generally 
charged as double at the Post Office, from their inveterate 
clumsiness of foldure. 3 

Foldy (fowldi), a. [f Fold s6.3 + -v1.] Full 
of folds, hanging in folds. 

@x185r Joanna BalrLuie (Ogilv.), Those limbs beneath 
their foldy vestments moving. 4 

Fole, obs. form of Foat, For, Foot. 

+Foleant, pple. Obs—1 [ad. OF. foliant, 
foleiant, pr. pple. of foler, foleter, to Foot.] 
Playing the fool. 

1340 Ayend. 244 Huet y-zyxt pou foleant uor to zeche 
diuerse guodes to pine zaule and to pine bodye. p 

+Folebayrie. Os! [a. OF. fole baerie 
(fole, fem. of fol foolish + daérze lit. ‘ gaping’, 
whence eagerness, f. baer to gape.)] 

1340 Ayend. 17 Folebayrie pet we clepiep ambicion. 

Folet: see Four. Ods. 

+ Foleye’, v. Ods. fad. OF. foleter, folier, 
Joloter, f. fol foolish.] zr. To act foolishly, play 
the fool. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, mu. pr. ii. 67 And foleyen swyche 
folk panne, pat wenen pat [etc.]. czqz0 Hoccteve Jo 
Richard Dk. of Vork x\v, If that I in my wrytynge foleye, 
AsIdooft. ?a1s00 Ragman Roll 60 in Hazl. £. P. P. 1. 
72 That with your bodé foleyed han ye. : 

Folghthe, var. f. Futnoveur Ods., baptism. 

|| Folia! (fowlia), 56. 27. [pl. of L. folzzm leaf. ] 

1. Bot. In Latin sense: Leaves (of a plant). 

1730-6 Baitry (folio), /odéa [in Botany], the leaves of 
plants and flowers, but more properly of plants. 186x J. R. 
Greene Man. Anim. Kingd., Calent. 191 Many species 
spread out in broad leaves or folia. 

2. Lamine or thin layers. 

1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. I. 155 Fracture, undulatingly 
foliated, or the folia exceedingly thin. 1854 Hooker imal. 
Frnis. 1. xvii. 408 Zigzag folia of quartz. 1882 GEIKIE 
Text-bk. Geol. 1. u. § 3. 88 Wavy layers or folia. 

| Folia? (folz-a). [Sp.; lit. ‘folly’, a. F. folie.] 
A Spanish dance similar to the fandango. Also, 
music for such a dance. ’ 

1772-84 Coox Voy. (1790) II. 413 The dances practised 
here are sarabands and folias. 

Foliaceous (fouli2'fas), a. Also 7 folea- 
ceous, 8-9 foliacious. [f. L. foliace-ws leafy, f. 
folium leaf: see -acnous. Cf. Fr. foliacé.] 

1. a. Having the appearance or nature of a leaf; 
leaf-like. Of certain cryptogamous plants: Having 
organs resembling leaves. Of a flower: Having 
petals. 2. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 134 Seeds themselves 
in their rudimentall discoveries, appear in foliaceous surcles, 
1668 Witkins Real Char. 70 Herbs. .Not flowring ; (i.) not 
having any foliaceous flower. 1756 P. Browne Famaica 
(1789) 128 ‘The largest foliaceous Cyperus. 1806 J. GALPINE 
Brit. Bot. 335 Teeth of the calyx foliaceous. 1861 H. Mac- 
miLtan Join. Page Nat. 23 Mosses belong to the foliaceous 
. division of flowerless plants. 1877 Darwin Forms of F2. 
iii. 116 The foliaceous stigma is more Agregar 

—2 


FOLIAGE. 


b. Bearing leaves, leafy; having an abundance 
of foliage. rare. 

1677 Cores, oliaceous, leavy. 1800 W. Taytor in 
Monthly Mag. X. 318 Some withering words would drop 
from the foliaceous tree of our language. er 

ec. Of or pertaining toa leaf or leaves, consisting 
of leaves. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. xii. 378 A foliaceous or fari- 
naceous diet. 1870 H. Macmittan Bible Teach. vii. 134 
The study of plants in which it [the stem] departs from the 
normal form, will clearly indicate its foliaceous origin. 

2. Consisting of, or having the character of, thin 
leaf-like plates or laminz. 

1728 Woopwarp Fossi/s I. 1. 163 A blue talky foliaceous 
spar. 1766 Phil. Trans. LVI. 37 The metal is. .found..ina 
foliaceous manner issuing out of the quartz. 1770-4 A. 
Hunter Georg. Ess. (1803) I. 231 Flakes of foliaceous talc. 
1861 Huwme tr. Moguin-Tandon u. 11. ii. 86 The shell [of 
the Oyster] is attached. .foliaceous, rough. 


3. Zool. & Lut. Shaped or arranged like leaves. 

1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. 11. 170 A foliaceous appen- 
dage at the origin of the feet which surround the mouth. 
1854 WoopwarD Mollusca (1856) 276 Valves foliaceous, the 
upper smallest. 1879 Wricut Anim. Life 59 The bats of 
this family have .. foliaceous cutaneous appendages .sur- 
rounding the nasal apertures. y : 

Hence Folia‘ceousness, the condition or quality 
of being foliaceous. 

1727 in Baitey vol. II. 

Foliage (fou'lijédz), sd. Forms: 6-7 foillage, 
7 folliage, fuellage, (9 dial. foilage), 7— foliage. 
[An altered form (after L. folzumz leaf, or its Eng. 
derivatives) of fozllage, a. F. feuzllage (earlier 
Jueillage, foillage) £. feutlle leaf: see For sb. and 
-AGE.] 


1. The leaves (of a plant or tree) collectively ; 
leafage. 

1601 HoLianp Pliny II. 25 There is not an hearbe .. that 
taketh vp greater compasse with fuellage than doth the 
Beet. 1708 Puitirs Cydert. 384 Swelling Buds their od’rous 
Foliage shed. 1784 Cowrer Task v1. 144 These naked shoots 
.-Shall put their graceful foliage on again. 1858 GLENNY 
Gard. Every-day Bk. 175/1 Bulbs are too frequently attacked 
by vermin when allowed toremain in the ground after the 
foliage has died down. 1867 Miss Brappon Az. Floyd 
i. 5 Labouring men’s cottages, gleaming white from the 
surrounding foliage. 

transf. and fig. 1747 Goutp Eng, Aunts 53 You will. .ob- 
serve on each Side ofits Breast a small white Foliage of Wings. 
1850 HawtHorne Scarlet L. xiii. (1883) 197 The light and 
graceful foliage of her character. 

2. In Art: The representation of leaves, etc. 
used for decoration or ornament. 

1598 FLorio, Hoglianz. .foillage, or branched worke. 1664 
Evetyn tr. Hreart’s Archit. xxxiv. 80 The foliage which 
domineers in the Freeze. 1762-71 H. Watrote Vertue's 
Anecd, Paint. (1786) III. 150 The simplicity of the carver’s 
foliage at once sets off..the glare of Verrio’s paintings. 1874 
Parker Goth. Archit. 1. iv. 119 Foliage is by no means an 
essential feature of the Early English style. 1879 Sir 
G. G. Scotr Lect, Archit. 1, 80 Foliage..most beautifully 
carved. 

b. A representation of a cluster of leaves, 
sprays, or branches. ? Ods. 

1699 GarTH Disfens. 66 A Foliage of dissembl’d Senna 
leaves Grav’d round its Brim. 1730 A. Gorpon Maffei’s 
Amphith. 371 Foliages, or Branch-work. 180x Coxe Tour 
Monmouthsh. 1. 74 A semicircular arch, ornamented with a 
foliage of twisted branches. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as foliage-border, -stem, 
-trimming ; foliage-bound adj. Also, foliage crop 
(see quot. 1831); foliage leaf, a leaf in the re- 
stricted sense of the word, excluding petals and 
other modified leaves; foliage plant, one culti- 
vated for its foliage and not for its blossom. 

1891 Daily News 2 July 6/1 A Louis XVI octagonal gold 
box, *foliage borders and amber-coloured panels. 1805 
Scorr Last Minstr. v1. xxiii, Shone every pillar *foliage- 
bound, 1831 Loupon Eucycl. Agric. 1243/2 * Foliage crops, 
plants cultivated for their leaves to be used green, and 
which will not make into hay, as the cabbage tribe. 1872 
Otiver Elem, Bot. 1. i. 4, 1 use the term *foliage-leaves at 
present simply in order to avoid confusion with the leaves 
of which flowers are composed. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 634 
‘The cotyledons remain thin like shortly stalked foliage- 
leaves. 1862 7%7es 10 Apr., *Foliage plants.. produce the 
effect required of them throughout the whole period of their 
growth. 1884 Bower & Scotr De Bary’s Phaner. 122 The 
rhizome and *foliage-stem may be similar or dissimilar. 
1818 La Belle Assemblée XVII. 36/6 A *foliage trimming 
of pale blue satin. 


Foliage (fov'lijédz), v. [f prec. sb.] ¢vans. To 
adorn with foliage or with a representation of 
leaves and flowers. 

1836 in SMart. 1846 P. Parley's Ann. VII. 64 The tombs.. 
are inlaid with wreaths of flowers, and foliaged in their 
natural colours. 

Foliaged (fowlijédzd), Ap. a. 
and v. + -ED.] 

1. Decorated or ornamented with the representa- 
tion of foliage. 

1754 A. Drummonp Tyav. ii. 58 An huge composite 
foliaged column. @ 1763 SHENSTONE Economy 111. 40 Replete 
with dust The foliag’d velvet. 1831 /vaser’s Mag. IV. 282 
The foliaged frieze re-echoing..the idea of the capital. 

2. Covered or furnished with (natural) foliage. 

1815 SHELLEY Adastor 464 Some inconstant star Between 
one foliaged lattice twinkling fair. 1859 Cornwatiis ew 


World 1. 175 The trunks were charred, but their foliaged 
tops had escaped the fiery element. 


[f. FoLracE sd. 
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Foliageous (fouliz'dzas), a. [f. FoLiace sd. + 
-ous.] Containing representations of foliage. 

1882 Athenzum 3 June 704/r The scroll-work upon them 
[Northumbrian stone crosses] is foliageous, c18g0 J. R. 
Auten Votes Monum. Wilts 2 Foliageous terminations are 


introduced. 

Folial (fowlial), a. [f L. foli-wm leaf + -au.] 
=next. 

1878 G. D. BoarpmMan Creative Week 314 (Cent. Dict.), 
Wolff in 1759..asserted the community of structure in the 
folial and the floral leaves. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Folial 
Cycle, the mode of arrangement of leaves on an axis. 


Foliar (fowlia1), a fad. mod.L. foltarts, f. L. 


folium \eaf. Cf. Fr. foltaire.] Of, pertaining to, 


or of the nature of a leaf. 

1875 Darwin /usectiv. Pl. xv. 358 In innumerable instances 
foliar organs move when excited. 1880 Gray Strwct. Bot. 
iii. § 3. 54 Whatever subtends a lateral axis or branch may 
be taken for a leaf or foliar production. 1884 Bowrr & 
Scorr De Bary’s Phaner. 284 In many Ferns the original 
axile bundle widens out..into a tube, which. .has..a rela- 
tively small slit or foliar gap .. from the margin of which 
one or several bundles pass into the leaf. 

Foliate (fowlict), a [ad. L. foliat-as leaved, 
f, foltum leaf: see -ATE.] 

+1. Beaten out into a thin sheet or foil. 
gold =leaf-gold. Obs. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 293 Gold Foliate, or any Metall 
Foliate, cleaveth. 1646 Sie T. Browne Pseud. Ep. i. iv. 
79 This attraction have wee tried..in gold and silver 
foliate. 1819 H. Busk Vestriad 1. 452 On foliate gold his 
aching head was laid. 

+b. ? Consisting of laminz. Obs. 

1683 SALMON Doron Med. 1. xxvii. 334 The which is called 
the foliate Earth. 

2. Resembling a leaf; leaf-life. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus it. 40 The leaves and 
foliate works are commonly thus contrived. 1846 Dana 
Zoofh. 433 Coalescing into a solid plate, without branches 
above (foliate). : 

b. Geom. Folate curve; also foliate quasi-sd. : 
see quot. 1796. 

171s A. bE Morvre in Phil. Trans. XXIX. 330 The 
Foliate is exactly quadrable, the whole Leaf thereof being 
but one third of the Square of AB. 1796 Hutton Math. 
Dict. (1815) 1. 533 Holiate, a curve of the 24 order. consisting 
of two infinite legs crossing each other, forming a kind of leaf. 

3. Bot, a. Furnished with leaves. 

1677 Cotes, Moliate, leaved. 1721-90 Battery, oliate, 
Leaved, or having Leaves, as, a foliate stalk. 1866 7veas. 
Bot., Foliate, clothed with leaves. 

b. Having (a specified nnmber of) leaflets. 

1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Moliate, when a leaf is divided 

into leaflets, it is called 1, 2, 3, 5, or 10-foliate, according to 


the number of leaflets. 
[f. L. fole-cem + -aTE.] 


Foliate 


Foliate (foulijeit), v. 
+1. trans. To beat (metal) to a leaf or foil. 
1704-21 Newron Offices (ed. 3) 140 If Gold be foliated and 
held between your Eye and the Light, the Light looks blue. 
b. znxtr. To split into leaves or lamine. 

1798 GREVILLE in PAil. Trans. LXXXVIII. 414 Other 
parts appear to foliate. 1836 CaLpcLeuGH in Foreign Q. 
Rev. XVII. 15 [It] foliates at its surface.. and becomes 
a friable and very light kind of stone. 

2. trans. To foil (glass) ; to silver. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 83 If you foliate that part of a Glass- 
ball that is to reflect an Iris. 1818 Blackw. Mag. 11. 614 
The lens..a peculiar part of which he intended to foliate. 

3. intr. To put forth leaves. 

1775 Romans Wat. Hist. Florida 7 This tardy tree budded, 
foliated, blossomed. 1893 Q. [Coucu] Dedect. Duchy 162 The 
ash was foliating on the 29th of April. 

4. trans. To decorate with foils (see For sd.1 2b). 

1812-6 J. Smitu Panorama Sc. § Art I. 136 There seems 
to have been little if any attempt at feathering or foliating 
the heads of Norman doors. 1835 Wiis Arch. Mid. 
Ages 45 There is a manifest distinction between foiling an 
arch and foliating it. [He explains that a ‘foiled arch’ is 
one indented into a number of small arches; a ‘ foliated 
arch’ is a plain arch with a foiled arch placed below it. But 
his distinction is seldom recognised.] 185x RusKin Szomes 
Ven. (1874) I. i. 13 The Arabs pointed and foliated the arch. 

5. trans. To mark the folios or leaves of (a 
volume, etc.) with consecutive numbers. 

1846-7 Maskett Jon, Rit. I. p. cxix, It is regularly 
foliated to the end, from i. to c. iiij. 1848 HaLLiwELt Acc. 
Vernon MS. 3 It numbers ff. 412 and 8 ab init.; ff. 311-318, 
403-412, not foliated. 

Hence Fo'liating f2/. a. 

1835 WiLLIs Arch. Mid. Ages 45 This foliating arch con- 
tinued. .to be treated as an independent order. 

Foliated (fowlijcited), Ap7. a. [f. prec. + -ED1.] 

+1. =FOoLiate a. 1. Obs. 

1666 Boye Orig. Formes & Qual, u. v. 334 Spirit of Salt 
a aps heated .. would readily enough dissolve foliated 

old. 

b. Covered with foil, silvered. 

1665 Hooxe Microgr. 214 A convex Looking-glass, or 
foliated Glass-ball. . ' 

2. Composed of thin leaf-like layers or Jaminz. 
Chiefly Geol. and Min. Foliated earth of tartar, an 
old name of potassium acetate. 

1650 ASHMOLE Arcanum 205 This Earth is white and 
foliated, wherein Philosophers doe sow their gold. 1794 
Suttivan V’zew Nat. 11. 332 Crystals and gems are found 
to be of a foliated structure. 1833 Lyett Princ. Geol. LI. 
11 Crystalline precipitates .. with a foliated and stratified 

ucture, 1854 THomson Cycl. Chem., Foliated Tellurium, 

ed Telluride of Lead. 1866-7 Livincstone Last F¥rnds. 
(2873) be. iv. 85 Near the Lake.. mica schist and gneiss 
ohated, 





FOLIE. 


3. Chiefly Zool. and Conchol. Shaped like a leaf 
or leaves; in leaf-like forms. See also quot. 1859. 

1846 Patrerson Zool. 28 Some of these [‘sea-mats ‘| 
.. present a foliated appearance. 1846 Dana Zoofh. iv. 
83 By growth laterally, the explanate or oblique foli- 
ated species originate. 1854 Woopwarp Modlusca (1856) 
or Sutures angulated, or lobed and foliated. 1859 Pace 
Hanabk. Geol. Ternis s.v. Foliated, Certain shells are said 
to be foliated, when their surfaces are covered with leaf-like 
projections, as the rose-bush murex, : a 

4. Arch., etc. a. Ornamented with foils. Folzated 
arch (see quot. 1840). b. Consisting of or orna- 
mented with leaf-work or foliage. 

1840 Parker Gloss. Archit. (ed. 3), Foliated Arch, an 
arch with a trefoil, cinquefoil, or multifoil under it. 1849 
Branpon Goth. Archit. 1. 25 Small shafts with delicately 
carved foliated caps. 1851 E. Suarpe Seven Periods 25 
The earlier Windows exhibit tracery which consists almost 
exclusively of plain foliated circles. 1886 Ruskin Prwvterita 
I. v. 163 Our parlour table loaded with foliated silver. 

5. Furnished with or consisting of leaves. sec. 
in Her. 

1721-90 Baitry, Foliated, Leaved or having Leaves. 1756 
P. Browne ¥amaica (1789) 128 This plant. .bears a large fo- 
liated top. 1828-40 Berry Zxcycl. Her. 1, Moliated, leaved. 

6. Mus. (See quot.) 

1876 Srainer & Barretr Dict, Mus. Terms, Foliated, 
a melody or portion of plain-song is said to be foliated when 
slurred notes have been added above or below those of 
which it originally consisted. 

7. Carpentry. Rabbeted. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. goo/2 Foliated-joint (Car- 
pentry), a rabbeted joint, where one part overlies another. 

Foliation (foulijei-fon). Also 7 -acion. [f. 
FoLtiaTE a@.: see -ATION and cf. Fr. fol/éation.] 

1, The leafing (of a plant); the process of burst- 
ing into leaf; the state of being in leaf. 

1623 Cockeram, oliacion, budding of the leaues. 1779 
Mason Eng. Gard. 11. 221 Plants ..rul’d by Foliation’s 
different law. 1795 Geutd. Mag. 540/: Between total denuda- 
tion and perfect foliation the rind..of various trees exhibits 
various tints, 1864 in WEBSTER. 

b. concr. +(@) Something resembling a leaf; 
(6) a leaf-like process. 

1658 Sir T, Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 48 Thus are also 
disposed the triangular foliations, in the conicall fruit of the 
firre tree. 1875 BLake Zoo/. 55 Variously shaped and 
grotesque membranous foliations. 

2. Bot. +a. The assemblage of leaves or petals 
forming the corolla of a flower. Ods. 

1671 [see Attire sd. 8]. 1746-7 Hervey edit, (1818) 116 
Thou wilt not find a rival in the feathers of a peacock, or 
the foliation of a tulip. 

b. The formation or arrangement of leaves in 
the bud; = VERNATION. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau’s Bot. xxxi. 485 The foliation, or 
different folding of the leaves, before they are expanded. 
1835 in LinpLey /7trod. Bot. (1848) I. 176. 1845 — Sch. 
Bot. iv. (2858) 25 Flowers regular, with. . gyrate foliation. 

3. The action or process of beating (metal) into foil. 

1755 JoHNSON, Podiation, the act of beating into thin leaves. 
1828 in WeBSTER} and in mod, Dicts. 

4. Geol. The process and the property of splitting 
up into leaf-like layers; also the laminze or plates 
into which crystalline rocks are divided. 

1851-9 Darwin in Max. Sct. Eng. 283 The foliation of the 
metamorphic schists.. is intimately connected with the . 
cleavage of homogeneous slaty rocks. 1876 PacE Adud. 
Text-Bk. Geol. viii. 159 Contortions and foliations among 
the gneiss and mica-schists. 

5. Arch. Omamentation with foils ; tracery con- 
sisting chiefly of small arcs or foils. ; 

1816 [see FEATHERING v0/, sd, 2b]. 1849 FREEMAN Archit. 
280 Foliations hanging free like lace-work. 1853 Ruskin 
Stones Ven. 11. vi, Foliation..is..the easiest method of 
decoration which Gothic architecture possesses. 

b. An arrangement of foliage. 

1875 PoLLen Anc. & Mod. Furn. 85 Figured sculpture. .in 
the form of..acanthus foliations. 

6. The consecutive numbering of the folios (or 
leaves) of a book or MS. 

1846-7 Masxett Mov. Rit. II. p. xxiii, These., beginning 
with fresh signatures, and foliation, may be mistaken for 
perfect books. 1885 C. PLummer Introd. to Fortescue's 
Abs. §& Lin. Mon, 88 Monarchia occupies ff. 172-194 
according to the old foliation. 

7. The action or process of applying foil to glass. 

1828 in WessTER ; and in mod. Dicts. 

Folia‘to-, combining form of L. foléatus Four- 
AYE, in sense ‘formed like a leaf’. 

1846 Dana Zoofph. (1848) 497 Foliato-explanate at base. 

Foliator (fu'lijettor). [f. Fotrare v. + -or.] 
One who foliates or numbers the leaves of a book. 

1848 Hatiiwett Acc. Vernon MS. 3 FF. 337-60, 369-72 
interchanged by the foliator, but rightly bound. 

Foliature (fo liitiitz), [ad. late L. foliatira, 
f. foliatus Fourate.] 

1. a. A cluster of leaves; foliage. b. Leaf-orna- 
mentation. 

1676 Grew Anat. Plants iv. v. § 2 (1682) 171 Those 
Plants which have no Flower or Foliature, are yet some 
way or other Attir’d. 1753 SHuckrorp Creation xi. 203 
‘They wreathed together a Foliature of the Vig-tree. 1815 
Sournry Roderick xvi. 130 The crosier richly wrought 
With silver foliature. 

2. ‘The state of being hammered into leaves’ (J.). 


+ Folie, v. Ods—) =Foulate v. 5, Fouto v. 
1697 Sec. Narrat. Proc. Turners Hall 36 Errata, That 
sheet is wrong Folied, which correct thus, p. 17, 18, 19. 


FOLIER. 


Folie, obs. form of Fouiy. 

+ Folier. Oés. rare. [Of doubtful genuineness ; 
the author was a German; cf. G. folie =Forn sd.!] 
A foil to put under a precious stone. 


1671 Scurorer in Birch Hist. Royal Soc. I. 489-493 
passim, 1818 in Topp; and in mod. Dicts. 
Foliicolous (fauliji-kdlas), a. [f. L. foldi- com- 
bining form of fo/2-a7 leaf + col- (stem of colére to 
inhabit) +-ous.] Growing parasitically on leaves. 
1874 Cooke Hugi 287 Foliicolous species. 
Foliiferous (fouliji:féras), 2. Also erron. foli- 
ferous. [f. as prec. + -FEROUS.] Bearing leaves 
or leaf-like appendages. Folziferous staff: a pas- 
toral staff decorated with figures of buds or leaves. 
1828 WessTER, Voliferous, producing leaves, 1857 BERKE- 
Ley Cryplog. Bot. § 34. 48 A true embryo, with the radicular 
end pointing one way, and the foliiferous end another. 


1876 AxeL Biytr Norwegian Flora 54 The tender foliferous 
trees in the Danish forest bogs. 


Foliiform (fowlijiff:1m), a. [f. as prec. + -FoRM.] 
Having the form of a leaf, leaf-like. 

1880 Gray Struct. Bot. iii. § 3. 65 Special foliiform 
Branches. 

Foliiparous (fouliji:paras), a. [f. as prec. + 
-par-us producing (farére to produce) + -ous.] 
‘Producing leaves only’ ( Zreas. Bot. 1866). 

Folily: see Foitiiny adv. Obs. 

Folimot, folimort, obs. forms of Fmrmor. 
622 Pracuam Compl. Gentd. (1661) 157 Folimot colour 
signifieth Withered. c1640 [SuirLey] Capt. Underwit u. 
ii. in Bullen O. P/. Il. 345 Shall I decipher my Colours to 
you now?..Folimort is withered, [etc.] 

[a. 


Folio ({owlio), sd. and adj. Also 7 follio. 
L. folto, abl. of folzum leaf. Branch I proceeds 
from the med.L. use of the ablative in refer- 
ences, though in sense 2 the word may be a. 
It. fogdéo. In branch II the phrase 2 folzo is either 
a. Lat. or a refashioning of the Italian 27 fog/zo. 
Cf, the use of zz folio in Fr. both in sense 5 b and 
as sb. =sense 7.] 

A. sé. 

I. With reference to pagination. 
1. A leaf of paper, parchment, etc. (either loose 


as one of a series, or in a bound volume) which is’ 


numbered only on the front. 

In the early instances the word may have been regarded 
as Latin. The front and back of the leaf were referred to 
as (folio) recto and verso; these words became Eng. as sbs. 

1533 IT. More Dedell. Salem Wks. 958/2 The .xlv. 
Chapiter of mine Apology beginnyng, Folio .243. 1548 
SraunrorD Kinges Prerog. ix. (1567) 35a, There it appeares 
folio .285. allso. 1585 WasHINGTON tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 
Turkie, Table, The first number signifieth the chapter, the 
second the folio. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. u. xvii. 
marg., Place this between folio 202. and folio 203. 

2. In Bookkeeping, The two opposite pages of a 
ledger or other account-book in which these are 
used concurrently; hence used for a page of a 
ledger in which one page serves for both sides of 
an account, and sometimes for a page of an 


account-book generally. 

1588 Metis Briefe Instruct. Cv, The number of the leafe 
or folio of your Creditor. 1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Merch. 
364 The Leaves or Folio of the Leidger. 1849 FREESE 
Comm. Class-bk. tog A narrow column, for the figures 
which denote the Folio, where each account will be found 
in the Ledger. 

The page-number of a printed book. 

1683 Moxon Mech, Exerc. Il. 376 The Corrector and 
Compositer .. examine .. how the Folio’s of those Pages 
properly and numerically follow and succeed one another, 
184x Savace Dict. Print., When there is a running title, 
the folios are placed at the outside corners of the pages. 

4. Law. A certain number of words (in Gt. Britain 
and Ireland 72 or go, in U.S. generally 100) taken 
as a unit in reckoning the length of a document. 

Many legal documents of 16th c. are found to be written 
in pages of 12-15 lines, each containing 6 words. ‘This is 
doubtless the origin of the above sense. 

1836 Sir H. Taytor Statesman xxiii. 169 Paying persons 
in the rank of life of law-stationers and their hired writers 
at the rate of so much per folio.. 1848 WuaArton Law Lex., 
Folio, a certain number of words; in conveyances, &c., 
amounting to seventy-two, and in Chancery proceedings to 
ninety. 

II. With reference to size. 

5. Jn folio, a phrase signifying ‘in the form of a 
full-sized sheet folded once’, Orig. apprehended 
as a Latin phrase, used appositively or attributively; 
afterwards as consisting of an English prep. and sb. 

1582 Parsons Def. of Censure 148, I haue two editions in 
greeke: the one of learned Pagnine 7 folio, the other of 
Plantyne 7 octavo. 1588 Suaxs. ZL. L. L. 1. ii. 192 Deuise 
Wit, write Pen, for I am for whole volumes in folio. 1644 
Evetyn Memz. (1857) I. 89 That rare book in a large folio, 
1679 Br. HererorD Coll. ¥esuits 4 Divinity Books .. in 
Folio and Quarto. 1763 Massey Orig. of Lett. u.59 All 
the curious hands ., engraved on 28 brass plates in folio. 
1819 Blackw. Mag. Oct. 29, I asked her if she would have 
it in folio, with marginal notes? 1837-9 Hattam A7zs¢. Lit. 
I. iii. 1. § 148. 250 The more usual form of books printed in 
the 15th century is in folio. ’ 

b. transf. and fig. ; sfec.in a full and loose dress. 


Obs. exc. dial. 
1590 Greene WVewer too late (1600) 96 His ind bee were of 
the largest sise in folio, able to furnish a Coblers shoppe 
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with clowting leather. @1613 Oversury A Wife &c. (1638) 

133 Many ride poast to Chandlers and Tobacco shops in 
folio. @1625 FLETCHER Love's Cure u. ii, [had rather walke 
In folio again, loose, like a woman, 1630 J. Taytor (Water 
P.) Fack-a-Lent 114/1 When a mans stomacke is in Folio, 
and knowes not where to haue a dinner in Decimo sexto. 
1651 Litty Chas. J (1774) 244 The scorns.. he saw now 
returned upon himselfin folio. 1670 Lassets Voy. [taly u. 
7 It [Rome] hath its Hospitals... and many of those are 
Hospitals in folio. 1698 Vansrucn Prov. Wife v. (1710) 
95 Cuckoldom in Folio, is newly printed: and Matrimony 
in Quarto, is just going intothe Press, 1828 Craven Gloss. 
(ed. 2) s.v., ‘In full folio’, in full dress. 

6. A sheet of paper when folded once. Also, 
+ such a sheet used for a specific purpose. 

1616 Buttoxar, Folio, a sheete or large leafe of paper. 
1691 Eve_yn Diary 16 Apr., Severall folios of dried plants. 
171o Appison |Tatler No. 216 P 5 To his Daughter .. I 
bequeath. .my large Folio of Indian Cabbage. 1876 J.GouLp 
Letterpress Printer 40 Folio denotes a sheet of paper 
folded into two leaves. 

7. A volume made up of sheets of paper folded 
once; a volume of the largest size. 

1628 EARLE MWicrocosm. Sergeant (Arb.) 57 He swels them 
[Bookes] into Folio’s with his Comments. 1713 Swirt 
Frenzy F. Dennis Wks. 1821 XIII. 211 The gentleman... 
let drive at us with avast folio. 1826 Scotr Woodst, iii, 
Tomkins began to turn the leaves of a folio, which lay open 
on the reading-desk. 1867 Srusss Benedict's Chron. 1. 
Pref. 24 The other manuscript..is a small folio. 

transf. and jig. 1659 D. PELL Jizpr. Sea 286 The little 
decimo sextos .. the small fish .. as well as..the great folios 
of the Whale, and Elephant. 1813 Byron ¥rud. 16 Nov. 
in Moore L2/é (1833) I. 54x This same lady writes octavos, 
and talks folios, 1885 PadZ Mall G. 25 July 3/2 The 
London police—those folios in dark blue, lettered, and 
uniform. 

b. attrib. and Comb. 

171z Appison Sect. No. 529 P 1, I have seen a folio writer 
place himself in an elbow chair, when [etc.]. 1849 Sir J. 
STEPHEN Lcc/. Biog. (1850) I1. 37 They lower, in the sullen 
majority of the folio age, over the pigmies of this duodecimo 
generation. 1879 DowpEen Southey iii. 78 He received 
from his Lisbon collection precious boxes folio-crammed. 

B. adj. 

1. Formed of sheets or a sheet folded once; of 
the largest size; folio-sized. Often following the 
SDs ache Aci he 

1597-8 Br. Hatt Satz, u. i. 29 With folio volumes, two to 
an oxe hide. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. v. xi. 404 
Small Pocket-Bibles, and a great Folio-Alchoran. 1680 
Evetyn Diary (1850) II. 147 A folio MS. of good thickness. 
1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. II. 231 If it be a large Folio 
Page..he..has Tyed up. 1728 Pore Duzc. 1. 139 A folio 
Common-place Founds the whole pyle, of all his works the 
base. 1802 Dippin /xtvod. Classics 26 Vhere are some 
Folio editions of this beautiful work. 1808 Scorr A ufobiog. 
in Lockhart Zz/e i, I remember writing upwards of 120 folio 
pages with no interval either for food or rest. 1870 DicKENS 
£. Drood ii, The folio music-books on the stand. Zod. A 
history in ten volumes folio. 

Jig. 1622 J. Taytor (Water P.) Water-cormorant, Separa- 
tist 2x ‘These fellowes with their ample folio graces. a@ 1839 
Praep Poents (1864) I. 366 A minute will supply To thought 
a folio history Of blighted hopes. 

2. Printing and Stationery. (See quots.) 

1871 Amer. Encycl. Print., Folio Post, a flat writing- 
paper, usually 17 by 22 inches. 1888 Jacosi Printers’ Voc., 
folio chase, a chase with one bar only. 1890 — Printing 
ii, 32 In the wooden kinds we have slip, octavo, quarto, and 
folio galleys. J/ézd. 42 These chases are often divided or 
subdivided into folio or quarto by means of cross-bars. 

Folio (fowlio), v. [f. prec. sb.] =Fourare v. 5. 

In mod. Dicts. 

Hence Fovlioing w4/. sd. 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Folioing, the operation of 
paging ormarkingabook. 1895 Conway Paine’s Rights of 
Man (fly-leaf), It has been thought advisable to preserve in 
oe ne the folioing of the complete edition of the 
Work. 

Foliolar (fowlidla1), a. [f Fontone + -ar. 
Cf. F. foliolaire.] ‘Like to or connected with a 
leaflet’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884). 

Foliolate (fowlidle't), a. Bot. [a. L. *folzolat- 
us: see FoLIoLE and -avE.] Of, pertaining to, or 
consisting of folioles or leaflets; chiefly in comb. 
with numerical prefix (usually written with Arabic 
figure) used instead of the Latin zd-, b2-, trt-. 


Cf. BIFOLIOLATE a. 

1866 in Treas, Bot.; and in mod. Dicts, 1870 HooxEeR 
Stud. Flora 86 Leaves 3-foliolate in seedling plants. . Minute 
1-foliolate leaves. . 

Foliole (fowliol). [a. F. folole, ad. L. folzolum, 
dim. of folzzm leaf.] 

1. Bot. One of the divisions of a compound leaf ; 


a leaflet. 

1794 Martyn Roussean’s Bot. ii. 28 Pieces, which we 
must call leaves, leaflets, or folioles, 1830 Linpiry Wat, 
Syst. Bot. 31 Compound leaves reduced to a single foliole. 
1852 Tu. Ross Humboldt’s Trav. 111. xxix. 177 A.. palm- 
tree..having a free thread between the interstices of the 
folioles. 

2. Zool. A small leaf-like appendage. 

1849-52 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1V. 1205/1 In Boltenta reni- 
Jorniis the stomach is destitute of any internal folioles or 
lacunze. 1888 Riverside Nat. Hist. 11. 221 A series of flat 
transparent leaflets .. Similar folioles also arise from the 
basal joint of the antennz. ’ 

Hence Fo:lioli‘ferousa. [see-(1)FEROUS], bearing 
folioles or small leaf-like appendages (Cené. Dzct.). 
Fotliolose a. [see -osu], having leaves composed 


of folioles (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 








FOLK. 


Foliomort, obs. form of FrnEMoT. 

Poliophagous (foulig-figas), a. nonce-wd. [f. 
Fouto + Gr. -pay-os eating + -ous.] jig. That 
devours folios. 

1829 SoutHEy Six 7. More Il. 353 Call to mind..my 


foliophagous friend; what was the extent of Michael 
Montagne’s library. 


Foliose (fovliows), a. [ad. L. folios-us, £. folium 
leaf: see -oSE.] Having, or abounding in, leaves ; 
leafy, folious. 

1727 Batey vol. II, Foliose, full of Leaves. 1788 Phil. 
Trans. L. 677 Linnzus has observed .. a foliose lichen of 
this order. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 343 The foliose Junger- 
manniez. 

b. =Fotous a.2 b. 1864 in WersTEr. 

Foliosity (fovli:siti). [f Fontose + -1ry.] 
The state or condition of being foliose; abundance 
of foliage; in quot. with jocular allusion to Fouto. 

1847 De Quincey Schlosser’s Lit. Hist. Wks. VIII. 44 
It is because he does not shoot into German foliosity that 
Schlosser finds him ‘intolerable’. 

+ Fo:liot. Ods. rave. [?a. OF. foliot. 

The OF. word is recorded only as meaning watch-spring } 
but according to Hatz.-Darm. it is derived from the vb. 
Jolier to play the fool, to dance about, and so may have 
had other meanings related to this vb, Cf. the surname 
Foliot, known from 12th c. in Eng. How Burton obtained 
the word there is nothing to show; he evidently connects 
it with It. folletio, =F. (esprit) follet, hobgoblin, properly 
a dim. of fod foolish, Can it be a misprint for /olez 7] 

1. ? Foolish matter. 

a12z50 Owl & Night. 866 Ne singe ih hom no foliot. 

2. A kind of goblin. 

162t Burton Axat. Mel. 1. ii.1. ii, Another sort of these 
[devils] there are, which frequent forlorn houses, which the 
Italians call foliots, [He refers to Cardano De veruni var. 
XVI. (1581) 1123 Demon est familiaris, uocant folletos.] 

+ Folious, a. rave. Alsos5folyus. [ad. OF. 
Jolieus, folieux, f. folie Fouty.] Foolish. Hence 
Fo'liously adv. 

az4so Kut. de la Tour (1868) 58 For the whiche folyus 
dede, there is falle so moche sorw. Jézd. 83 Thorughe the 
said folious loue he toke her untohis wiff. 1481 Caxton 77dle 
of Old Age Giv/t The yong man hopeth foliously, if by 
cause of his yong age he wenith to live long. 

Folious (fowlias), a.2 fad. L. foldos-us, f. 
folium \eaf: see -ous.] Abounding in, or of the 
nature of, leaves; leafy, foliose. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iit. 5 The folious and 
stalky emission distinguisheth herbs and trees, 1682 — Chr. 
Mor. 11. iii, To obtrude them [assertions] as Sibyls leaves, 
which after considerations may find to be but folious appar- 
ences, and not the central and vital interiours of Truth. 

b. (See quot.) 

1828 WessteEr, /odious, having leaves intermixed with 
flowers. 

+ Folity. Os. In5 folite. [ad. OF. folité, 
Jollité, £. fol, fou, masc., folle fem. foolish.] 
Foolishness, 

ax4o0-50 Alexander 5366 3e fare bot with folite: quare 
ere 30ure fyue wittis? 

|| Folium (fowlidm). [L. foliunz leaf.] 

1, =Fotto 6. 

1886 Staten. Land Laws Incorp. Law Soc. 26 Certificates 
..each constituting a distinct folium consisting of two or 
more pages. 

Geom. a. A finite loop of a nodal curve 
terminated at both ends by the same node. b. 
Foltum of Descartes, 2 plane nodal cubic curve 
with real nodal tangents, and one real inflexion at 
infinity. 

1848 B. Price Dif. Calculus (1852) 319 To determine the 
nature of the point at the origin of the Folium of Descartes. 

ce. Used with prefixes zz7-, bz-, etc. to indicate 
a curve with one, two, etc. indentations. 

1873 SaLmon Higher Plane Curves vi. (1879) 221 Zeuthen 
confines the name oval to a branch having no real bitangent 
or inflexions, one witha single real bitangent he calls a uni- 
folium, one with 2, 3, or 4 such bitangents, a bifolium, 
trifolium or quadrifolium. 

Folk(foxk). Forms: 1-2 fole (J/. fole),2folche, 
Ormz. folle, follk, 3 folek, sowth. volck, 3-4 fole, 
south, vole, volk, 3-6 folke, 3-8 fok(e, (5 fokke), 
6 folek(e, 8 Sc. fouk, 3— folk. Also 3-4 wh. gevt. 
folken(e. [OE? /olc str. neut.=OFris. folk, OS. 
fole (Du. volk), OHG. fole neut., masc. (MHG. 
vole neut., masc., mod.Ger. vo/k neut.), ON. folk 
neut., people, army, detachment (Sw., Da. folk) :— 
OTeut. */olkom. ‘The original sense is perh. best 
preserved in ON.; cf. OSL. pliihit (Russ. 10JK'b) 
division of an army, Lith. Az/kas crowd, which are 
believed to be early adoptions from Teut. 

The view of some scholars, that the Teut. word and the 
L. valgus both descend from a common type *godgos, is very 


. doubtful.] 


1. A people, nation, race, tribe. Obs. exc. arch, 
Beowulf 1582 (Gr.) He .. sloh.. folces Denizea fyftyne 
men. -c1000 /ELFRIC Gen. xxv. 23 Twa folc beob todzled 
on be, & pet fole oferswid beet oper folc, 1297 R. Giouc. 
(1724) 3 Brytones were pe firste folc pat to Engelond come. 
1388 Wyciir Yohn xi. 48 Romayns schulen come, and schulen 
take our placeand oure folk. 1535 CovERDALE 2 Esdras v. 
26 Amonge all y® multitudes of folkes thou hast gotten the 
one people. 1850 Neate Med. Hymms (1867) 24 Met Thee 
with Palms in their hands that day the folk of the Hebrews, 
b. transf. of animals. (After the Vulg. and Heb.) 


FOLK. 


1382 Wycur Prov, xxx. 26 A litil hare, a folc vnmy3ti. 
1535 CoveRDALE 7did., The conyes are but a feble folke [so 
1611 and 1885 (R.V.)]}- 

2. An aggregation of people in relation to a 
superior, é.g. God, a king or priest ; the great mass 
as opposed to an individual; the people; thevulgar. 
Obs. exc. arch. 

888 K, ASLrreD Boeth, xxx. § 1 Forbem is des folces 
hlisa zlcum men for nauht to habbenne. 971 Blick/. Hom. 
35 Swa swa zeara beboden was Godes folce. c1250 Gen. 
& Ex. 2785 Ic haue min folkes pine soz3en. @ 1300 Cursor 
M. 12838 (Cott.) Ion..said pat all baa fok moght here, pis 
es [etc.]. ¢1375 Lay Folks Mass Bk. (MS. B) 43 Til alle 
po folk he [preste] shryues him pare of alle his synnes. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Eviib, The said hoost of the 
Hebreux..were al folke of god. 1549-62 SreRNHOLD & H. 
Ps. c. 247 We are his folke, he doth vs feede, 1863 Lonecr. 
Wayside Inn, Olaf vu, Choose ye between two things, my 
folk. 1886 Academy 7 Aug. 85/2 It..did not hold back the 
Bible from the folk. 

+b. (also #/.) Retainers, followers; servants, 
workpeople.: Ods. 

c1z05 Lay. 433 Pa lette he riden vnirimed folc. a1400-s0 
Alexander 3053 Dary.:se3is his foke faile. 1568 GRAFTON 
Chron. Il. 377 He founde it kept by the Erle of Darbyes 
folkes. 1577 B. Goocr Hevesbach’s Husb. (1586) 1. 71b, 
Least my folkes labouring in some of them should come into 
the rest, contrarie to my pleasure. 158 G. Petrie tr. 
Guazzo’s Civ. Conv. (1586) 11. 170 The maister of the house 
.-ought..to shewe himselfe more seuere towards his owne 
folke, then towards others. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s 
Evromena 68 Wherein (wanting so many of your folke) you 
could not have defended your selfe. 

3. Men, people indefinitely. Also, people of a 
particular class, which is indicated by an adj. or 
some attributive phrase. 

From 14th c, onward the pl. has been used in the same 
sense, and since 17th c. is the ordinary form, the sing. being 
arch, or dial. ‘The word is now chiefly collog., being 
superseded in more formal use by Zeople. 

O. E. Chron. an. 999 Pa elkede man fram dege to deze, 
& swencte beet earme fole pe on Sam scipon lagon. ax1225 
Aucr. R.156 Vor te biweopen isleien uolc—bet is, mest al 
be world. 1340 Ayeb. 139 Pe benes and be oreysons of 
guode uolke. 1377 Lanct. P. P2, B. xv. 360 Now failleth 
pe folke of be flode And of be londe bothe. ¢1386 Cuaucer 
Kut,’s T. 2035 Upon the steedes, that weren grete and 
white, Ther seeten folk. 1413 Piler. Sowle (Caxton) 11. 
xly. (1859) 51 Now beholde, and see with goode auyse- 
ment vpon these folkes. c1430 Diatorie in Babees Bh. 58 
With .iij. maner of folk be not at debate: First with pi 
bettir. 1450-1530 MZyrr. our Ladye 311 The masse crede 
is to be sayd when folcke lye a dyenge. a1s00 Gregory's 
Chron. (Camd. Soc.) 155 Summys of vc men of armys or 
of folke of schotte [orig. gens de trait, i.e. archers]. 1565 
T. StarLeton Jortr. Faith. 126 Howseling of Christen 
folcke before deathe. 1619 Crt. § Times Fas. [ (1849) II. 
186 They played three pieces glick, as ordinary folks use to 
play twopenny glick. x710 Swirt Left. (1767) III. 71, I 
have heard wise folks say, An ill tongue may do much. 
1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. .E. Ind, J. xxiv. 297 There 
were Folks killed in 1723. 1756 Mrs. Catperwoop 3rn/. 
(1884) 83, I could not speak to the folks and ask questions. 
1774 A. Avams in ¥. Q. Adams’ Fant. Lett. (1876) 49 
Some folks say I grow very fat. 1774 Franxiin Ws. 1887 
V. 414 It was the fox with the ministerial folks to abuse 
them. 1775 Jounson Let. to Mrs. Thrale 11 June, Folks 
want me to go to Italy. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. 
Ref. Il. 29 He is unkind to the poor folk. 1870 Rossetti 
Poents too A decree..Whereby all banished folk might win 
Free pardon. 1871 Smites Charac. i. (1876) 25 The charac- 
ter of a nation is not to be learnt from its fine folks. 1879 
Brownine Martin Relph 119 It was hard to get at the folks 
in power. 1882 Ouipa Maremma I. 23 The hearts of the 
folk in Grosseto were sad for his fate. 

b. Individual persons ; individuals. 

cx1450 Bk, Curtasye 546 in Babees Bk., Thes thre folke 
and no mo, 1504 Bury Wills (Camden) 97 Substancyall 
folkys of the seid parych. 1641 Best Farnz. Bhs. (Surtees) 
35 Three folkes, viz. two men and a wooman. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Berkeley the Banker 1. ii. 31 To think it prudent 
for these young folks to settle. 

4. pl. (exc. dial.) The people of one’s family, 
parents, children, relatives. 

1715 Pattern to true love in Halliwell Vorksh. Anthol. 
(1851) 414 Our folks willangry bel fear. 1776 J. Q. Apams 
in Fam, Lett. (1876) 203 All that I could learn of you and 
my little folks, 1828 Carr Craven Gloss., (ed. 2) Folk, 
family. ‘ How’s yower folk’. 1833 Hr. Martineau Loom § 
Lugger i. i. 15 Your young folks are flourishing, I hope. 

b. dial. Friends, intimates. 

1854 Baker Northampt. Words, s.v., ‘We're not folks 
bee 1881 Leicestersh. Gloss., s.v., ‘They'd use to be such 

olks. 


5. attrib. and Comb., as +-folk-king, +-need. 

aiding 2873 (Gr.) Nealles *folc-cyning fyrdgesteallum 
gylpan porfte. cx1z0g5 Lay. gsor Fared swide aze, to pan 
folc-kinge. c1o0o Ags. Ps.\xxviili]. 14 Him ealle niht, oder 
beacen, fyres leoma, *folc nede heold. 

b. esp. in numerous mod, Combs. (formed after 
Ger. precedent) with the sense ‘ of, pertaining to, 
current or existing among, the people’; as /o/k- 
belief, -custom, -literature, -name,-song, -speech, etc. 

1850 JV. § Q. rst Ser, II. 99/2, I believe that one item of 
folk-faith is that farm-yard odours are healthy, 1864 
Reader t Oct. 407 The minute notices concerning medicine 
fetc.]..that are scattered through the pages of our mediaeval 
biographers will increase our knowledge of the folk-life of 
the past. 1870 W, E. A. Axon (¢it/e) Folk- Song & Folk- 
Speech of Lancashire. 1880 J. Geixie Prehist. Europe 9 
One of those great folk-waves which have successively 
swept over Europe. 1884 Academy 23 Feb. 126/1 Folk-law 
is astonishingly conservative. 1891 Ashenxunt 10 Oct. 


486/3 Those who believe in the origin of folk-tales from the 
cultured. 
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6. Special comb.: folk-etymology, usually, the 
popular perversion of the form of words in order 
to render it apparently significant; folk-free a., 
having the rights of a freeman; folk-leasing (OE. 
Law), public lying, slander ; folk-stead (see quot. 
1876). 

1883 G. Sternens S. Bugee's Stud.on N. Mythol. 28 It 
does not mend the matter, if, when we have no better 
argument, we call it *folk-etymology. a1ooo Laws Wiht- 
red § 8 Gif man his men an wiofode freols gefe, se sie *folc- 
fry. 1820 Scorr Jvanhoe xxxii, Folkfree and Sacless art 
thou in town and from town. a@1000 Laws 4z/f, § 32 Gif 
mon *folc-leasunge zewyrce.. him mon aceorfe pa tungan. 
1771 Burke Powers of Furies in Prosecutions Wks. X. 114 
An offence of this species, called Folk-leasing. @ 1000 
Beowulf 76 Pa ic wide zefregn .. manizre mzgpe - .*folc- 
stede fraetwian. 1876 J/id-Vorks. Gloss., Holkstead, an 
out-door place of assembly for general purposes. ‘The 
chapel wouldn’t hold them all, so they made a folkstead of 


the garth.’ 
+Folkland. Olds. exc. Hist. A term of OE. 


law, designating land held by a certain kind of 
tenure; opposed to BOOKLAND. 

As to the nature of the antithesis between folkland and 
bookland there have been many conjectures. Since the 
publication of Allen’s Juguiry into the Growth of the 
Royal Prerogative, 1830, the prevailing view has been that 
Jolkland was \and belonging to the state, which the king 
or the witan might grant to a person for his life, but which 
did not descend to heirs, while éookland was land held 
by charter or deed. But in the Lug. Hist. Rev. VIII. 
(1893) Prof. Vinogradoff has forcibly argued that folkland 
was simply land heritable by /olkright or common law, 
while the estate in dookland was conferred by charter or 
deed, and could be alienated freely. 

a1000 Laws Edgar § 2 Oppe on boc-lande obbe on folc- 
lande. 1641 Termes de la Ley 54 ‘This land was held with 
more easie and commodious conditions than Folkeland. 
1767 BLacksToNE Comm. II. 91 Folk-land..was held by no 
assurance in writing, but distributed among the common 
folk or people at the pleasure of the lord. 1830 J. ALLEN 2. 
Prerog. (1849) 135 Folcland, as the word imports, was the 
land of the folk or people. It was the property of the 
community. It might be occupied in common, or possessed 
in severalty; and, in the latter case, it was probably 
parcelled out to individuals in the folegemét. But while it 
continued to be folcland, it could not be alienated in per- 
petuity; and therefore, on the expiration of the term for 
which it had been granted, it reverted to the community, 
and was again distributed by the same authority. 1871 
FREEMAN Worm. Cong. (1876) IV. xvii. 24 The folkland, 
the common land of the nation, was now [1066-7] changed, 
fully and for ever, into terra Regis, the land of the King. 

Folk-lore (fowk,loor), [f Fork +Lorz.] The 
traditional beliefs, legends, and customs, current 
among the common people; the study of these. 

1846 AmsBros—E Merton [W. J. Thoms] in A thenxune 
22 Aug. 862/3 What we in England designate as Popular 
Antiquities, or Popular Literature (though. .it..would be 
most aptly described by a good Saxon compound, Folk-Lore, 
—the Lore of the People). 1862 Zcclestologist XXIII. 279 
Mr. Lee gives us a piece of folks-lore. 1863 Max MULLER 
Chips (2880) II. xxi. 206 A healing virtue is ascribed in 
German folk-lore to the mistletoe. 1884 A. Lanc Custom § 
Myth 11 Properly speaking, folklore is only concerned with 
the legends, customs, beliefs, of the folk—of the people. 

Hence Folklo'rism, a piece of folk-lore; Folk- 
lo'rist, a student of folk-lore, Folklori'stic a. 

1876 WV. § Q. sth Ser. VI. 12/2 Success to the Folk-Lore 
Society! An Old Folk-Lorist. 1886 Sat. Rev. 28 Aug. 
306 The Revue. .contains divers ‘folklorisms’. 1888 BuLLEN 
Peele’s Wks. I, Introd. 11 The Ghost of Jack ought to be 
an object of interest to folklorists. 1888 Scéexce XII. 132 
Some interesting philological and folk-loristic informa- 
tion. 

+ Folkmoot, folkmote. 02s. exc. Hist. 
Forms: 1 folem6t, -zem6ét, 5 folkesmot, 6 folek- 
mote, 6-7 folkemote, (7 evvon. falkmoth, 9 folk- 
muth), 9 folkemote, folemoot, 6-9 folkmote, 
5-9 folkmoot. [OE. folc-mét, -zemét, f. folc, 
Fox + mét, gemé¢t meeting.] A general assembly 
of the people of a town, city, or shire. 

azo0o Laws Athelst. (Thorpe) § 12 On bara zerefena 
sewitnesse on folcgemote [v. 7. on folcmote]. 1494 FABYAN 


Chron, vu. 340 He anone sent Johnne Mancell, one of his- 


iustycys, vnto London; and there..callyd at Pawlys crosse 
afolkmoot. 1529 Rastecy Pastyme, Hist. Brit. (1811) 184 
Place of sittyng..appoynted at the Folkmote at Poules 
crosse. 1596 SPENSER /’, Q, Iv. iv. 6 To which folke-mote they 
all with one consent .. Agreed to travell, and their fortunes 
try. 1642 Anizd. to prevent Civ. Wars 9 Commanders of the 
Militia in every County were elected..in a full Falkmoth. 
1750 Carte Hist. Eng. 1. 112 note, He..directed a folk- 
mote or common hall to be held on Sunday the 27th of 
that month, 1848 Lyrron Harold iv. v, I will ask the 
King’s leave to go to my East Anglians, and hold a folk- 
muth. 1892 Tennyson /oresters 1. iii, How should we 
cope with John? The London folkmote Has made him all 
but king. 

Hence + Fo'lk-mooter, ?a parochial politician. 

1645 Mitton Codast, Wks. (1847) 228/r These matters are 
not for pragmatics and folkmooters to babble in. 

+ Folkright. Ods. exc. Hist. [OE. folcriht 
f. folc FouK + rtht Rigut.] ‘Common law, public 
right, the understood compact by which every free- 
man enjoys his rights as a freeman’ (Bosw.). 

a 1000 Laws Cunt § 1 Heonan-ford late manna zehwylene, 
ze carmne Ze eadigne, folc-rihtes wyrde, 1849 KemBLe 
Saxons Il. vi. 205 New laws which were to be added to 
the existing folcriht. [1876 Whitby Gloss., Vooakreeght, 
public right.] 

Folle, Follery, obs. ff. of Foan, Foormry. 








FOLLICULOSE. 


+ Fo'llial, a. Ovs—! [f. Founy+-au; cf. OF. 
foltal (perh. the source).] Foolish. 

1602 Warner Alb. Eng. x. lv. 245 Whereto these folliall 
Traytors did themselues and Senses fit. 

Follicle (fplikl). Also 7-8 folliacle, 8-9 
Fotnicurn. [ad. L. folliculus little bag, dim. of 
follis bellows.] 

1. Anat. A small sac. Chiefly, ‘a simple lym- 
phatic gland, consisting of lymphoid tissue arranged 


in the form of a sac’. (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. 1. ii. 108 Although there 
be no eminent and circular follicle, no round bagge or 
vesicle which long containeth this humor. 1748 HartLey 
Observ. Man 1. it. 117 Gall-bladder, Follicles, and Ducts 
of the Glands. 1830 R. Knox Béclara’s Anat. 38 The 
membranous stomach, furnished with numerous secreting 
follicles. 1842 Pricuarpv Wat. Hist. Man 95 The hair 
issues from follicles, by a club-shaped root or bulb. 

b. =Cop sd.1 4b. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. ut. iv. 113 These cods or 
follicles are found in both sexes. [1812 J. Smytu Pract. 
Customs (1821) 64 Castor.—This is a substance secreted in 
a follicle situated near the anus of the beaver, perhaps the 
inguinal gland.] t me : 

2. Bot. ‘A kind of fruit, consisting of a single 
carpel, dehiscing by the ventral suture only’ (Lind- 
ley) ; formerly used for any kind of capsular fruit. 

@1706 KiveLyN Sylva xi. (t729) 65 They [the Maples] are 
all produced of Seeds contained in the Folliacles and Keys, 
or Birds-Tongues. 1785 Martyn Rowsseau’s Bot. xvi. 219 
In most of the genera these fruits are follicles. 1877 HuLME 
Wild Fi. p. x, Fruit a follicle of two elongated capsules. 

b. A small bag or vesicle distended with air. 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot. s.v. Folliculus, Follicles .. 
are vessels distended with air: as at the rootin Utricularia, 
and on the leaves in Aldrovanda. 1816-20 Green Herbal 
Il. 784 ‘T'wo-celled follicles in whorls, in order to support 
the scape inthe water. 1863 BerKeLry rit. MWosses Gloss. 
312 Follicle, a little bladder on the leaves, as in Pottia 
cavifolia, 

3. Lntom. A cocoon; the covering made by a 


larva for its protection during the pupa state. 

1856-8 W. Crark Van der Hoeven’s Zool. 1. 397 Pupa 
inclosed in a thin follicle. : J 

Follicular (fplikielan), a. [ad. L. follecular-is, 
f. folliculus: see FOLLICLE and -AR !.] 

1. Of the nature of, or resembling, a follicle; 
composed or consisting of follicles; also, provided 
with follicles. 

1677 PLtor Ox/fordsh. 305 Many other strong scented 
Animals. .have follicular Repositories or Bags. 1750 PAid. 
Trans. XLVII. 99 Vascular and follicular minute mem- 
branes. 1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 6 Fruit. follicular 
with one or two valves. 1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 23 The 
follicular structure of the glands. 1870 Hooker Stud. 
Flora p, xiii, Crassulacée.. Fruit follicular. 

2. Of or pertaining to a follicle or follicles. 

1877 Cougs Pur Anim. i. 14 An enormous reservoir. .con- 
taining a considerable quantity of the follicular product. 

b. Path. Of a disease: Affecting the follicles 
of a particular organ. 

1859 J. Tomes Dental Surg. 508 Follicular stomatitis. 
1877 Roperts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I, 299 Follicular 
pharyngitis is often associated with stomach-disorders. 

3. In etymol. sense: Of or pertaining to bellows ; 
performed by means of bellows. szovce-u5e. 

1676 SHADWELL Virtuoso 11. Wks. 1720 I. 343 An animal 
may be preserved without respiration .. by follicular im- 
pulsion of air. 

Folliculated (fplikizle:ted), ZA. a. Also 
folliculate (Cet. Dzct.). [as if f. *folliculate vb. 
(f. FOLLICULE + -ATR)+-ED!.] _. 

1. Anat. and Bot. Provided with a follicle or 
follicles. 

1775 Asu, Volliculated (adj. in botany) having seed 
vessels. 1787 Hunter in Phil. Trans. LXXVII. 418 
Ending below the thyroid, which is folliculated on its inner 
surface. 1839-47 Topp Cycl. Anat. III. 572/1 ‘The integu- 
ments. .are. .highly folliculated, ; 

2. LZntom. Contained in a follicle or cocoon. 

1856-8 W. Crark Van der Hoeven’s Zool. I. 404 Pupa 
smooth, in some folliculated. : 

Follicule (fp likizl). Variant of Fonricn. 

1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. II. ii. 37 The follicules, or the 
membrane covering the eggs contained in the ovary. 1848 
Linptey /xtvod. Bot. (ed. 4) II. 19 The fruit of these plants 
is better understood to be a union of several follicules 
within a single flower. 

+ Folliculiferous, z. Ols.—' [f. L. follicul- 
us +-(1)FEROUS.] Bearing a follicle or follicles. 

1693 Phil. Trans. XVII. 621 Two sorts of Folliculiferous 
Willows from Barbados. 

Folliculitis (fpliskizloitis). Path. [f. L.folli- 
cul-us FOLLICLE + -ITIS.] Inflammation of a 
follicle or follicles. 

1860 FowLer Med. Voc., Folliculitis, follicular inflamma- 
tion. 1874 Van Buren Dis. Genit. Org. 77 Folliculitis 
sometimes appears along the urethra, - 

Folliculose (fpli:kizlou's), a. [ad. L. folliculos- 
us, f. folliculus: see FOLLICLE and -osE.] a. Full 
of or containing follicles; b. Of the nature or ap- 
pearance of a follicle. 

180z Hoorer Quincy's Lex.-Med., Folliculose gland, one 
of the most simple species of gland, consisting merely of 
a hollow vascular membrane or follicle and an excretory 
duct. 18.. Bull. Il, State Laboratory Net. Hist. I. 
20 (Cent. Dict.) Antheridia in folliculose bodies on the sur- 
ace of separate thalli. 


FOLLICULOUS. 
Folliculous (flitkislas), a. [f. L. follicul-us 
+-O0US.] = prec. 


1828 Srark Elene. Nat. Hist. 1. 1o Other membranes are 
called mucous or folliculous, because they secrete a viscid 
fluid. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Folliculous, having, or con- 
sisting of, follicles. Same as Modlicular. 

+ Folliful, ¢. Ods. Also 6 foliful. [f. Fonny 
5b. +-FUL.] Full of folly or foolishness. 

1549 Conepl. Scot. xv. 87 Foliful affectionis vil be ther 
auen confusione quhen god pleysis. 1683 E. Hooker 
Pref. Ep. Pordage’s Mystic Div. 82 O vain, wild, pittifull, 
follifull, vile man! a1763 SHeNstone Zss. Wks. (1764) II. 
279 The common people call wit, mirth; and fancy, folly; 
fanciful and folliful, they use indiscriminately. 

+ Fo'llily, adv. Obs. Forms: 3-5 folili, 4-6 
folyly, 4-7 folily, (4 foleli), 4-5 folilich(e, 4 
folyliche, 5 folilyche, 6 follilie. [ME. folzliche, 
f, foli, Fouty a. foolish + -léche -Ly 2.]_ Foolishly. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 23326 (Cott.) Pai be sorfuller sal be bat 
losen folili has bat le. 1393 Lane. P. PZ. C. xvi. 234 To 
teche.. how bat folke folyliche here fif wittes myspenden. 
¢1449 Pecock Regr. 1. vi. 171 Thei wolen seie sturdili and 
folili. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. I. 600 To quhome the 
Britis follilie gaif feild. 1598 Stow Swrv. xxviil. (1603) 243 
From loosing of time follilie in lust. 

b. Lewdly, unchastely. 

13.. [see Fetter v. 3b]. ¢1386 Cuaucer Merch. T.159, 
I have my body folily dispended. 

Follow (fp:lox), sd. [f. next verb.] 

1. The action of the verb Fottow. 

1870 Harpy & Ware Mod. Hoyle, Dominoes 93 It is 
sometimes an adyantage to hold heavy dominoes, as they 
not unfrequently enable you to obtain what is called a good 


‘follow’. 1889 Spectator 9 Nov. 635/1 And hark ! the view- 
hollo ! ’Tis Mack in full follow. 


2. Billiards. A stroke which causes the player's 
ball to roll on after the object-ball which it has set 
inmotion. Called also fol/ow-stroke, and following 
stroke, Also, the impulse given to the ball by such 
a stroke. 

1873 Bennetr & Cavenvisu Billiards 371 The reason for 
playing with side is,that, when the balls are so close, sufficient 
‘follow’ cannot be got on. 1881 H. W. CoLLenDER JMod. 
Billiards 38 The Follow-Stroke. /ézd. 39 The ‘ follow’ can 


also be executed with the cue delivered as far as one-fourth 
below centre. 


3. Follow on. Cricket. The act of ‘following 
on’ (see FotLow v. 19 d); also applied to the 
innings itself. Also simply fol/ow. 

1881 Standard 14 June 3/8 A ‘follow on’ was necessary. 
1884 Lillywhite’s Cricket Ann. 60 With the follow saved 
there was no chance of completion of the game. 1892 Saz#. 
Rev. g July 33/1 In the follow on things altered very much. 


Follow (fp'low), v. Forms: a. 1-2 folgian, 2-3 
folzie(n, (folghi), foleje(n, (fole3i), 3 folien, 
folhen, 2-4 folze(n, (3 Orm. follghenn, 4 sowth. 
uolze(n, uol3y), 3-5 folew(en, (3 south. uolewen, 
4 follew(e), folwe(n, (4 follwe(n), folu(n, folu- 
wi(en, (3 south. uoluwen), 4-6 folow(e, foloe, 
(5 folaw(e, foloje, foloyn, 4-6 fowlow(e, 6 
foolow(e), 6 Sc. fallow, 4-7 followe, 4— follow. 
B. 1-2 fylgan, fylizan, fylzian, fylian, 2-3 
fulien, (3 south. ga. ¢. vulede), 3-4 fulu(n, fil- 
3e(n, filiz(en, filyh(en, filiyh(en, felu(m, 4-5 
filow, fylow, felow, 5 filoe. [The two OE. 
types, folgzan (o- stem) and fy/gan (-jo- stem), are, 
as is usual in similar pairs of conjugational variants, 
representatives of an OTeut. vb. of the -Z7az class ; 
ef. OFris. folgia, folia, fulia, OS. folgdn (Du. 
volgen), OHG. folgén (MHG. volgen, mod.Ger. 
folgen), ON. fylgja (Da. folge, Sw. folja); not 
recorded in Goth. Beside these forms, several of 
the Teut. langs. have synonymous and phonetically 
resembling words which are compounds of Gane 
and Go vés.; OE. has fulgangan, pa. t. ful-éode 
(from gode, serving as pa. t. of géz)=OS. fulgan- 
gan, OHG. folle gin. The most natural explana- 
tion of these parallel forms is that the apparently 
simple vb. was originally a compound or a phrasal 
combination. The first element occurs in OE. 
fylstan, fullestan, OHG. follecsten to help, succour, 
minister to (cf. Goth. /azstjan to follow), OHG. 
follaziohan to assist, support (= OE. *fultéon, 
whence fultéam, fulium assistance), Goth. fulla- 
Jahjan to worship, serve, minister to the needs of. 
In these cases the prefix seems to add to the sense 
of the simple vbs. the notion of doing something 
by way of service to another (so that sense 3 of the 
present vb. is probably nearest to the original 
meaning). It is on formal grounds probable that 
the prefix is identical with FuLn; its function in 
the above-cited instances is perh. due to the cir- 
cumstance that in some vbs. compounded with it 
the primary sense of ‘satisfying’ developed into 
the cognate sense of ‘ ministering to’, ‘ serving’.] 

I. ¢vans, [In OE. and early ME. the object is 
usually in the dative case. | 

1. To go or come after (a person or other object 
in motion); to move behind in the same direction. 


c1000 Ags. Gosf. John x, 27 Mine sceap gehyrap mine 
stefne, and hig folgiab me. c1z00 Ormin 12768 He fand ta 
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Filippe & se33de puss till himm; follh me. cx220 Bestiary 
757 Alk der de him hered .. foleyed him up one Se wold. 
a1300 Cursor M. 15193 (Cott.) Folus forth pat ilk man 
Right in to be bi. ¢1386 Cuaucer Miller's T. 74 As any 
kyde or calf folwynge his dame. a@1533 Lp. BrrNERS 
Huon x\vii. 159 They went all together and foolowed Huon 
as preuely as they coude. 1598 SHaks. Merry W. 111. ii. 6, 
T had rather (forsooth) go before you like a man, then follow 
him like a dwarfe. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 238 Him followed 
his next Mate. 1850 Prescorr Peri II. 200 The remainder 
of his forces when mustered were to follow him, 1863 Gro. 
Extot Romola 11, xxi, It was plain that he had followed 
her, and had been waiting for her. 

b. To go forward along (a path), to keep in (a 
track) as one goes. 4. and fig. 

a1300 Cursor MM. 4575 (Cott.), I folud sipen, me-thoght, 
a sti Vntil a feild. 13.. 2. £. Allit. P. A. 127 Pe fyrre 
I folzed pose floty valez. ¢138s Cuaucer ZL. G. W. 2018 
Ariadne, That ..The same weye he may returne anon, 
Folwynge alwey the thred as he hath come. 1548 Hau 
Chron., Rich. III (an. 3) 50 Pleiyng the parte of a good 
blood hounde, [he] foloed the tract of ye flier.. by y® sent. 
1667 Mitton P. Z. 11. 1025 Sin and Death amain Following 
his track. 1711 STEELE Sect. No. 79 P3, 1 am Young, and 
very much inclined to follow the Paths of Innocence. 1825 
in Cossett Ruy. Rides (1885) II. 25, I was resolved .. 
not to follow the turnpike road one single inch further. 1874 
E. D. Smiru tr. Oehler’s O. T. Theol. 1. § 43. 151 Old Testa- 
ment angelology follows the opposite path. 

e. phr. Zo follow the drune: to be a soldier. 
To follow the hounds: to keep up behind them in 
the chase; to hunt with hounds. follow my 
leader: a game in which each player must do 
what the leader does, or pay forfeit; also fig. Zo 
follow ones nose: to go straight on (without 
reflexion or preconceived plan). Zo follow the 
plough: said of the ploughman. 

1650 B. Discollimintunt 19 Vie follow Providence, or my 
Nose, as well as I can, 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. v. 
(1686) 2 Without its Assistance in Dieting and Exercise, no 
Horse can follow the Hounds .. without hazarding. 1692 
Bentiey Boyle Lect. ii. 34 The main Maxim of his 
Philosophy was, To trust to his Senses, and follow his 
Nose. 1732 Berxetey Alcifhr.1. § 1 While he..follows 
the plough, or looks after his flocks. 1785 Burns Jolly 
Beggars, ‘I am a son of Mars’, As when I us’d in scarlet 
to follow the drum, 1832 Wornsw. Resol. & Independence 
vii, Following [ed. x (1807) behind] his plough, along the 
mountain-side. 1835 Marryatr Fac, Faiths. xxxviii, One 
amusement..was a favourite one of the captain’s as it made 
the men smart. It is called ‘Follow my leader’. 1858 
THACKERAY Virgin. xvi, It was time to follow the hounds. 
1895 Zadbdet 14 Sept. 408 Englishmen are the last people in 
the world to play a blind game of follow-my-leader. 

2. fig. To come after in sequence or series, in 
order of time, etc.; to succeed. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 4599 (Gott.) Seuen jere hunger grett 
Pat oper neist sal be foluand Pat neuer was suilk bifor in 
land. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s [ron Agé 24x One mis- 
fortune followes another. 1667 Mitton P. Z. xu. 335 Such 
follow him, as shall be registerd, Part good, part bad, of bad 
the longer scrowle. 1728 Pore Dunc. ut. 321 Signs fol- 
lowing signs lead on the mighty year! 1802 Lp. ELpon in 
Vesey’s Rep. VII. 81 This case was followed by The Att.- 
Gen. v. Doyley. ¢1817 Hoce Tales § Sk. V. 350 Punish- 
ment must follow conviction, not antecedeit. 1860 TYNDALL 
Glac. 1. vii. 51 Transverse ridges which follow each other in 
succession. 

+b. To be second or inferior to. Ods. 

1632 Massincer & Fietp Fatal Dowry i. ii, Her educa- 
tion Follows not any. 

ce. To come after or succeed as a consequence 
or effect ; to result from. (Cf. sense 4.) 

1593 SHAKS. Lacy. 357 Misty night Covers the shame that 
follows sweet delight. aw1616 Braum. & FL. Thierry & 
Theod, 1. ii, A duty well discharg’d is never follow’d By sad 
repentance, 1842 TENNYSON Morte d’Arth. 92 What good 
should follow this, if this were done? What harm, undone? 

3. To go after or along with (a person) as an 
attendant or companion ; to accompany, serve, or 


attend upon. 

O. E. Chron. an. 755 Pa cuzedon hie pet... hie nzfre his 
banan folgian noldon. cgs0 Lindisf. Gosf. Mark v. 37 Ne 
leort znigne monno to fylgenne hine. c 1175 Lamb. Hom. 
1st Monie kunnes men fole3eden ure drihten ine pisse liue. 
¢ 1205 Lay. gs Of kunne & of folke be fulede pan duke. a 1300 
Cursor M. 15339 (Cott.) Yee haf me folud hider-to, cx385 
Cuaucer L. G. W. 894 Thisbe, I wol the folwen ded 
and I wol be Felaw and cause eke of thy deth, quod she. 
c1450 St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 6338 A seruand folowand his 
lorde. x59 SHaxs. Yo Gentz. 1. i. 94 Thou for wages fol- 
lowest thy master. 161r Bisre 1 Saw. xvii. 13 And the 
three eldest sonnes of Jesse went, and followed Saul to the 
battell. 1845 S. C. Hatt Whiteboy vi. 5x The rheumatic... 
creature who had ‘followed’ the family for more than forty 
years. 1875 Jowretr Plato (ed. 2) I. 37 You may depend on 
my following and not deserting him. 

b. To go after as an admirer, auditor, or the 
like. 

1602 Suaks. Hawt. 11. ii. 349 Do they hold the same esti- 
mation they did when I was in the city? Are they so 
followed? 1756 Mrs. F. Brooxr Old Maid No. 22 P 3, I went 
.-with a friend, to hear one of the most followed and 
admired of them all [preachers]. /dzd@.O! heis..a charming 
man !..thank God I have followed him these twenty years, 

4, fig. To accompany, attend upon, ‘go with’; 
to be a (mecessary) concomitant or accompaniment 


to; to be consequent upon. 

¢ 1000 Ags. Ps. ly[i]. 4 Det minre spreece sped folzie. c 1205 
Lay. 1002 Wzelde heom scal fulien. a@1300 2, EL. Psalter 
xxii[i]. 6 And filigh me sal bimercy. c1450 tr. De Imitatione 
i. vi. 46 Sorwe foluib euer be glory of be worlde. 1526 
Tinpats 1 Coy. x. 13 There hath no temptacion taken you 
but soche as foloweth the nature of man. 1599 SHaAKS, 





FOLLOW. 


Ffen. V, v. ii. 297 The liberty that follows our places. 161 
Bree Ps, xxiii, 6 Surely goodnes and mercie shall followe 
me all the daies of my life. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. 1. 25 The 
happier state In Heav’n, which follows dignity. 1859 
Jeruson Brittany vi. 74 Under the feudal system, the title 
follows the land. 1868 Morris Zarthly Par. I. 610(Pygma- 
Zion) Seest thou how tears still follow earthly bliss? 1885 
Law Rep. 29 Ch. Div. 283 The right to a grant of ad- 
ministration foilows the right to the property. 

5. To go in pursuit of, try to overtake or come 
up with; to pursue, chase. 

Beowulf 2933 (Gr.) [He] folzode feorhgenidlan. a 1300 
E£. E. Psalter xvii[i]. 38, I sal filghe mi faas, and um-lap ba. 
@ 1340 HAmpote Psalter vil. 1 Make me safe of all folouand 
me. ¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) iv, 12 Pe dragoun folowed 
and tuke be knyght. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI (an. 6) 
105 The Englishemen folowed theim so faste, in killyng 
and takyng of their enemies, 1690 Drypen Don Sebast. 
1. i, “['was indeed the place To seek Sebastian: through 
a track of Death I follow’d him. 1783 Cowrer ZZztaph on 
Hare 2 Here lies, whom hound did ne’er pursue, Nor swifter 
greyhound follow. nr 

b. jig. To pursue like an enemy. Also, + to visit 
(a person) wth (affliction, etc.). 

@1310 in Wright’s Lyvic P. xv. 48 Evel ant elde, ant other 
wo, foleweth me so faste. ¢1350 W2d/, Palerne 436 A fers 
feintise folwes me oft, & takes me so tenefully. 1606 
Suaks. Ant. §& CZ. v. i. 36 O Antony ! I haue followd thee 
tothis, 1607 — Coy. 1v. v. 104 Since I haue euer followed thee 
with hate. 1671 Lavy M. Berti in 12th Rep, Hist. MSS. 
Comm. App. v. 22 Wee play sometimes at trante a courante 
where my old ill lucke follows mee to loose my money. 
1688 Bunyan Yerus. Sinn. Saved (1689) 155 Art thou fol- 
lowed with affliction, 

e. Sc. ‘To pursue at law’ (Jam.), prosecute. 
Also adsol. 

1425 Sc. Acts Fas. I (1814) 9 The party scathit sall folowe, 
and the party trespassande sall defende, eftir the cours of the 
auld lawis of the realme. 1466 Act. Azdit. (1839) 5/2 [He] 
compertt nouther be himself nor his procuraturis to folow 
thaim, 

+d. To yisit (an offence,. an offender) with 
punishment. Odés. 

1579-80 Nortu Plutarch 19 (Theseus) There was no man 
at that time that dyd followe or pursue his death. 1593 
Bitson Govt. Christ’s Ch. 295 Were you but once or twise 
well followed for other mens faultes, you woulde soone waxe 
weary of this generall and confused execution. 

6. fig. To pursue (an object of desire); to en- 
deavour to reach or attain to; to strive after, try 
to gain or compass, aim at. 

a@1300 Cursor M, 23868 (Gétt.) In eldrin men vr merrur 
[we] mai se quat forto fulv, quat forto fle. c1400 AZol/. 
Loll, 33 Dekunis to be chast, not..fowlowing fowle wynn- 
ing. 1539 Biste (Great) Hed. xii, 14 Folowe peace wyth 
all men. 1549 LATIMER 37d Servm. bef. Edw. VI(Arb.) 97 He 
folowed gyftes, as fast as he that folowed the puddynge. 
1754 Cuatuam Lett, Nephew iv. 24 To follow what they 
are pleased to call pleasure. 1842 Tennyson Ulysses 31 
Yearning in desire To follow knowledge like a sinking star. 
1859 — Vivien 474, I follow fame. 

+b. To pursue (an affair) to its conclusion or 
accomplishment; to follow up, prosecute; to 
enforce (law). Also const. ov, upon, against (a 
person). Ods. 

@ 1547 SurrEY Aenezd 11, 118 Ne could I fool refrein my 
tong from thretes. .to folowe my reuenge. ¢ 1585 R. BRowNE 
Ausw. Cartwright 55 We shoulde first followe the Lawe on 
them, to thrust them out of the sheepefolde. 1595 Danien 
Civ. Wars ww. \xxxiii, Whereas the matter is so followed 
That he conuented is ere he could tell He was in danger. 
1597 Suaks, 2 Hen, IV, 1. i. 2t O, sucha day, So fought, 
so followed and so fairly won. 1608 D. T. Ess. Pol. & Mor. 
28 For that he did egerly follow the extreamitie of law 
against a certaine friende of his. 1653 HoLcrorr Pyocopius, 
Vandal Wars u. xi. 43 Belisarius followed no execution, 
thinking it enough with so small an Army to beat the 
enemy, and send him going. 1693 Wz. Town. 30 Giving his 
Lawyer double Fees, that his Cause may be well followed. 

7. fig. (Cf. sense 3). To treat or take (a person) 
as a guide, leader, or master; to accept the 
authority or example of, obey the dictates or 
guidance of; to adhere to, espouse the opinions, 
side, or cause of. Also, ¢o follow a person's steps. 

c 1000 Avs. Gos. Luke xvi. 13 He anum folzab and oderne 
forhogab. c 1200 Vices & Virtues (1888) 27 Dat tu ne fol3ih 
none dwelmenn, Se muchel misleued. c1230 Hali Meid. 
15 He sed pe folhen hire treoden. ¢1374 Cuaucrr Axed. § 
Are, 21 First followe I Stace, and after him Corinne. ¢1380 
Wvycur Is, (1880) 381 Pat 3e filow be steppis of hym tat 
did nosynne. ¢1449 PEcock Refr. 248 The sympler partie 
of hem folewiden the worthier and the more wijs partie. 
1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 1b, Which doctours I 
folowe most communly in this poore treatyse. 1548 Hatt 
Chron., Hen, VI (an. 34)169 Favoryng and folowyng the part 
ofkyng Henry. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bz. Com. Prayer Collect 18th 
Sund. after Trinity, With pure harte and mynde to folowe 
thee the onelye God. 1666 Drypen Let. to Sir R. Howard 
to Noy. Wks. (Globe) 41 Virgil. .has been my master in this 
poem: I have followed him everywhere. 1706 ATTERBURY 
Sernz, 1 Cor, xv. 19 (1723) II. 7 They [Beasts] follow Nature, 
in their Desires and Fruitions, carrying them no farther than 
she directs. 1732 BerkeLey Alciphr. iv. § 16 We profess to 
follow reason wherever it leads. 1851 Ruskin Mod. Paint. 
II, m1. 11. v. § 45 The sacred painters must not be followed 
in their frankness of unshadowed colour, unless we can also 
follow them in its clearness. . 

8. To conform to, comply with, obey, act upon 
or in accordance with (advice, command, teaching, 
example, fashion, etc.) ; to take as a rule or model, 
act up to, ‘ walk after’. 

a 1000 Elene 929 (Gr.) He forleted lare bine & manbeawum 
minum folgab. c1z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 185 Wule nu panne 
folez seinte andreues faire forbisne. «1340 HamPpoLe 
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Psalter xxi. 16 As hundes folus per custom in berkyng 
& bitynge. a@1450 Cov. Alyst. (1841) 268 3yf 3e wole folwe 
myn intent. 1548-9 (Mar.) BA. Com. Prayer Collect 
Sunday bef. Easter, ‘That all mankynde shoulde folowe the 
example of his greate humilitie. x6rx Bis_e 2 Sav. xvii. 
23 His counsell was not followed. 1671 Mitron P. X. 1. 
483 Most men admire Virtue, who follow not her lore. 1692 
Locke Educ. § 89 (1699) 141 Ill Patterns are sure to be 
follow'’d more than good Rules. 1719 Dr For Crzsoe (1840) 
II. xi. 239 Our men .. followed their orders. 1771 Yuntus 
Lett. xiviii. 252, 1... think that the precedent ought to be 
followed immediately. 1849 Macautay //ist. Eng. 1. 446 
Had his advice been followed, the laws would have been 
strictly observed, 1871 Morey Voltaire (1886) 5 Voltaire. . 
did not always refuse to follow an adversary’s bad example. 

| ztr. const. to. rave—' (perh. an involuntary 


anacoluthon). 
1523 Lp. Berners Fvoiss. I. cccexli. 777 To the whiche 
counsayle they were gladde to folowe. 
+b. To conform to in likeness, resemble, take 


after; to imitate or copy. Ods. 

1386 CHaucer Clerk’s 7. 1133 Folweth Ekko, that 
holdeth no silence. c1400 Destr. Troy 8723 The body of 
this bold, bat barely is ded, Most follow by fourme the 
freeltie of man: Hit may not long vpon loft ly vncoruppit. 
1483 Cath. Angl. 137/1 To Folowe y°® fader in maners, 
patrissare. 1597 Hooker Zccl. Pol, v. xxviil. § 1 We had 
rather follow the perfections of them whom we like not, than 
in defects resemble them whom we love. 1615 T. ADAms 
Spirit. Navig. 41 Glasse among stones is as a foole amongst 
men : for it followes precious stones in colour, not in virtue. 
1674 Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 281 Mrs. Betty her 
daughter follows her. : 

To walk in, pursue, practise (a way of life, 
habit, method of acting); to engage in, occupy 
oneself with, addict or apply oneself to; esp. to 
practise (a calling or profession) for a livelihood. 
To follow the sea: to practise the calling of a 
sailor. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 25 Pa men pe byssum uncystum fylgab. 
c1175 Lamb. Hom. 119 Monie pewas. .ledad to dede on ende 
pa pe heom duseliche folz3iad. ¢1400 Cato’s Morals 63 in 
Cursor M. 1670 Quat werk pou folow salle. 160r SHAKks. 
Twel, N. 1. iil. 99 O, had I but followed the arts! 1618 
Rotre in Capt. Smith’s Wks. (1819) II. 37 Euery man 
followed his building and planting. 1651 Litty Chas. / (1774) 
177 While he was young, he followed his book seriously. 
1709 STEELE & Swirt Tatler No. 68 » 4 When I was young 
enough to follow the Sports of the Field. 1800 CoLqguHouN 
Comm. Thames Pref.,Vhose..who follow Nautical Pursuits. 
1864 D. G. Mircuect Sev. Stor. 269 He followed the pro- 
fession of anartist. 1883 STEVENSON 7veas. /s/. 1. x, Mr.'Tre- 
lawney had followed the seas. 1885 U. S. Grant Personal 
Mem. 1, xxi, 288 Whose occupation had been following the 
river in various capacities, from captain down to deck hand. 

10. To watch the progress or course of (an object 
in motion). 

1697 DrypDEN A? neid vi. 643 [He] follow’d with his Eyes 
the flitting Shade. 1819 Byron Fran 1. clx, With prying 
snub-nose and small eyes he stood Following Antonia’s 
motions here and there. 

11. To trace or attend to the course or sequence 
of; to keep up with (an argument, train of thought, 
etc.) so as to grasp its sequence and meaning; 
also, to keep up with and understand (a person) as 
he reasons or recounts. 

1697 Dryven_ Virg. Georg. 1v. 408 An ancient Legend 
I prepare to sing, And upward follow Fame’s immortal 
Spring. 1866 L. Carroty Alice in Wonderld. ix, 1 think 
I should understand that better .. if I had it written down: 
but I can’t quite follow it as you say it. 1875 JowrTT 
Plato (ed. 2) 1, 64, Ido not quite follow you, he said. Zdzd. 
V. 12 The argument is too difficult for them to follow. 

12. Mech. a. To go over the contour of (a piece 
of turned work with a tool). b. Of a piece of 
machinery; To receive its motion from, be a 
‘follower’ to (another piece). 

1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 213 They smoothen the work 
with the Edge, .of a broken Knife..by following the Work 
with it: That is, holding the basil’d Edge of the Knife close 
against the Work while it comes about. 1851 L. D. B. 
Gorvon in Art Fru. [dlust. Mag. u. **/1 The act of giving 
motion to a piece is termed dvzving it, and that of receiving 
motion from a piece is termed following it. 

18. Zo follow suit: see Suit sb. 

II. Intransitive uses. 

14. To go or come after a person or thing in 
motion ; to move behind some object; also, to go 
as a person’s attendant or companion. Const., 
after, ton, +to. Also fig. Cf. 1. 


c1250 Gen. & Hx. 3272 Egipcienes woren in twired wen 
queder he sulden fol3en or flen. c1340 Cursor M, 11435 
(frin.) Pei follewed on be sterre beme Til bei coom to 
Terusalem. /did. 19374 (Trin.) As bifore hem wrou3t he be 
wey So aftir him faste folewed pey. c1g00 Rom. Rose 6342 
And with me folwith my loteby, To done me solas and 
company. ¢1475 Rauf Coilzear 421 He followit to him 
haistely .. For to bring him to the king. 1513 Morr Rich. 
III (1641) 219 After whom folowed the King with his 
Crowne and Scepter. cx600 SHaks. Sovm. xli. 4 For still 
temptation follows where thou art. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Georg. 1v. 700 He first, and close behind him follow’d she. 
1848 R, I. Witserrorce Jxcarnat. Our Lord xiv. (1852) 
4or The Philosopher of Kénigsberg following in a measure 
in Plato’s steps. 1874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 6. 89 Gilbert 
was one of the Norman strangers who followed in the wake 
of the Conqueror. 


15. To come (next) after something else in order 
or sequence. As follows: a prefatory formula 


used to introduce a statement, enumeration, or the 
like. Cf. 2, 
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The const. in as follows is inepers., and the verb should 
always be used in the sing. ; for the incorrect pl. see quots. 
1776, 1797. 4 < ; 

¢1300 Cursor M. 19135 (Edin.) Pe toper dai pat folwid 
neste. ¢1380 Wycuir Se/. Wks. III. 107 Pe secunde part.. 
folwep in pese wordes. 1426 in Surtees Misc. (1890) 9 Was 
done afterwarde als her fast folowys. 1486 Bh. St. Albans 
D iij, Now foloys the naamys of all maner of hawkys. 1548 
Hatt Chron., Edw. IV (an. 23) 247 He openly sayde as 
foloweth. 1607 TorseLt Hour-/. Beasts (1658) 229 Vegetius 
having commended the Persian Horses saith, that the 
Armenians and Sapharens do follow next. .1711 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 58 » 6 The Subject of it (as in the rest of the 
Poems which follow). 1776 G. CampBett Rhetoric I. u. iv. 
495 Analogy as well as usage favour this mode of expres- 
sion : ‘The conditions of the agreement as_/oddows,’ and not 
as follow. A few late writers have inconsiderately adopted 
this last form through a mistake of the construction. 1797 
Gopwin Exguirer u1. xii. § 1.374 The reasons that dissuade 
us..are as follow. 1806-7 J. Brresrorp J/iseries Hin. 
Life (1826) 11. iv, Beat what follows if you can. 1843 MiLi 
Logic. iii. § 7 There are philosophers who have argued as 
follows. } 

b. To happen or occur after something else; to 


come next as an event; to ensue. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 120 If be crampe folowe it is 
deedly. @1533 Lp. Berners Hon Ixxxii. 254 It shall not 
folow after thy counsell. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI (an. 
5) 103b, The Castle was almoste undermined, so that 
yeldyng must folowe. 161x Biste Zxod. xxi, 22 If men 
striue, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart 
from her, and yet no mischiefe follow. 1667 Mitton ?. L. 1. 
206 When those who at the Spear are bold And vent’rous, if 
that fail them, shrink and fear What yet they know must 
follow. 1688 J. Smit Bavoscope 65 If Fair Weather follows 
immediately upon the Mercury’s Rising. 1839 YEOWELL Axe. 
Brit. Ch, iii. (1847) 28 That the martyrdom of this blessed 
apostle followed very shortly after the writing of this Epistle. 


16. To result (as an effect from a cause, an infer- 
ence from premisses); to be, or occur as, a conse- 
quent. Const. from (tof). Often zmpers. with 


a clause, 2¢ follows (that)... Cf. 2¢. 

a1300 Cursor M. (Gitt.) 2892 Fleis pat sine ouer al pis 
erde, Pe wreche bat foluis haue 3e herd. ¢ 1386 CHaucer 
Melib. » 110 And though that Salomon seith, That he ne 
fond never womman good, it folweth nat therfore that alle 
wommen ben wikke. c¢1449 Pecock Refr. 11. i. 132 If this 
be trewe, thanne..it muste nedis folewe that [etc.]. 1624 
W. Simons in Caft. Smith's Wks. (1819) I. 166 In a short 
time it followed, that could not be had for a pound of 
Copper, which before was sould vs for an ounce. 1678 
Dryven Limberham 1. Wks. 1883 V1. 27 But what followed 
of this dumb interview? 1698 Kei, Axam. Th. Earth 
(1734) 55 These are the effects which .. would necessarily 
follow from the position of the Earths axis. 1751 JORTIN 
Serm. (1771) II. iii. 44 Though we have received a com- 
mand to pray for our enemies, it follows not thence we 
may not wage war with them. 1843 Mixx Logic. i. § 1 
We say of a fact or statement, that it is proved, when we 
believe its truth by reason of some other fact or statement 
from which it is said to follow. 

17. To goin chase or pursuit. Const. after, | 07, 
+aupon. Also fig. of things. Cf. 5. 

c ase Gen. §& Ex. 1751 He toc and wente and folwede on, 
And 6ho3t in mod Iacob to slon. c1400 Destr. Tray 10459 
Theire fos on hom folowet. c¢1420 Anturs of Arth. v, The 
king blue a rechase, Folut fast on the trase. 1535 Cover- 
DALE Prov, xiii. 21 Myschefe foloweth vpon synners, 1611 
BrBLe Gen. xliv. 4 Vp, follow after the men. 1623 BincHam 
Xenophon 115 They dare and will be readie to follow vpon 
vs, if we retire. 

b. Zo follow after: to strive to reach, gain, or 
compass. Cf. 6. 

1362 Lanct. P. PZ. A. x. 189 Pau3 pei don hem to don- 
mowe..To folewen aftur be Flucchen, fecche pei hit neuere. 
1611 Bisre Ps. cxix. 150 They draw nigh that follow after 
mischiefe, 188x Biste (R.V.) Hed, xii. 14 Follow after 
peace with all men. 

+e. ?To tend Zo. Obs. 

c 1478 Rauf Coilzgeary 508 Thow fand me fechand nathing 
that followit to fein. 

+18. Of a person: To proceed with, or continue 
doing, something begun. Cf. 6b. Ods. 

a1300 Cursor M. 12197 (Cott.) Ihesus pan folud on his 
speke. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 182 Having thus 
described the parts of a Common Lathe, I shall now follow 
with their other Tools also. 

TIT. In combination with adverbs. 

Follow home. See Homn adv, 

19. Follow on. a. zztr. To go on in the same 
direction as an object which is moving in front; to 
continue following. 

c12g0 [see 17]. 1884 W. Cook Billiards 9 A following 
stroke is when you cause your ball to follow on after the 
ball it strikes. : 

+b. To go on or continue perseveringly (¢o do 
something). Ods. 

1611 Biste Hos. vi. 3 Then shal we know, if we follow on 
to know the Lord. 

e. trans. =follow up bd. 

1652 Wapswortu tr. Sandoval's Civ. Wars Spain 363 If, 
after the taking of Torrelobaton, hee had followed on his 
victorie. : 

d. intr. Of a side at Cricket: To go in again at 
once after completing the first innings, in con- 
sequence of having made a prescribed number of 
runs less than their opponents in the first innings. 

1882 Standard 9 Aug. 3/6 They consequently had to 
‘follow on’. 1891 Leeds Mercury 2 May 6/4 Being left in 
a minority of 93 they had to follow on. ; 

20. Follow out. ¢vans. To pursue to a con- 
clusion; to bring to a completion or final issue. 





FOLLOWER. 


1762 Lp. Kames Elem. Crit. 1. i. 36 Avarice having got 
possession of his mind, he follows out that theme tothe end. 
1884 Cuurcn Bacon 22 While he was following out the 
great ideas which were to be the basis of his philosophy. 

21. Follow up. /rans. a. To go after or pursue 
closely; to keep steadily in the track or pursuit of. 

1847 TENNYSON Princ. 1. 203 We follow’d up the river as 
we rode. /did. 1v. 446 It becomes no man to nurse despair, 
But..'To follow up the worthiest till he die. 1888 77es 
16 Oct. 10/5 The Forest bylaws .. make no provision for 
wounded deer being followed up. : 

b. To prosecute with energy (an affair already 
in progress) ; to reinforce by further vigorous action 


or fresh support. 

1794 Patey Evid. 11. ix. (1817) 216 It comes next to be 
considered how far these accounts are confirmed or followed 
up by other evidence. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. IV. 354 
The blow was speedily followed up. 1867 SmiLes //aguenots 
Eng. ix. (1880) 143 Louis was not slow to follow up this 
intimation with measures of a more positive kind. 1878 
Bosw. Smita Carthage 98 The Romans followed up their 
success by an attack on Olbia. ‘ 

absol. 1854 Dickens Hard T. 1. ii, He would go in and 
damage any subject whatever with his right, follow up with 
his left [etc.]. 

Follow, obs. form of FELLOW. 


Followable ({p'1o14b’l), a. 
That may or can be followed. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 136 We ought to..embrace hys 
doyinges as followable and beleveable. 1611 Corar., 
Imitable, imitable, followable. 1830 N. S. WHEATON 
Frnl. 199 A mistake which is followable by instant 
degradation. 1888 Dublin Rev. Jan. 219 The Church has 
. declared .. his system of morals .. to be void of error, and 
followable as a sure guide by any priest. 


Follower (fploujo1). [OE. folgere, f. as prec. 
+ -ER 1] 

1. One who follows (in the literal sense). 

1697 DrypDen Virg. Georg. ut. 174 Clouds of Sand arise; 
Spurn’d, and cast backward on the Follower’s Eyes. 1807 
Hurron Course Math. 11. 57 All the 10 arrows are taken 
by one of them, who goes foremost, and is called the leader ; 
the other being called the follower, for distinction’s sake. 

b. Something that comes after or succeeds some- 


thing else. 
c1480 Prcock (¢zt/e) The Folewer to the Donet. 1581 
Swwney Aol. Poetrie (Arb.) 50 One word so as it were 
begetting another, as.. by the former a man shall haue 
a neere gesse to the follower. 1879 Furnivatt Rep. 2. £, 
T. S.17 When the Catholicon is finisht, what its follower 
shall be can be discusst. 
ce. One who follows in order to catch or come 


up with another; a pursuer. 

1593 SHaxs. 3 Hen. VJ 1. iv. 22 Ah, hark! the fatal 
followers do pursue. 1598 GRENEWEY Zacitus’ Ann. I. 
x. (1622) 105 Stealing by dangerous by-wayes [he] beguiled 
his followers. 

2. a. One who follows another as his attendant, 


servant, retainer, or the like. 
c888 K. Autrrep Boeth. xxix. § 1 Be Sam cyninge and be 
his folgerum. ¢x1o0o Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 189/30 Assecla, 
folzere. 1377 Lanct. P. P2. B. v. 549, I haue ben his 
folwar al pis fifty wyntre. c1440 Promp. Parv. 169/2 
Folware, or serwante folowynge hys mastyr or souereyne, 
pedisseqguus. 1548 Hatt Chron, Edw. IV (an. 2) 190 b, 
Certain of his henxmen or folowers wer taken. 1697 DrypEN 
“Eneid vy. 1039 And fore’d Aeneas ..'To leave his Foll'wers 
ona Foreign Coast. 1840 Dickens Barn, Rudge viii, The 
Captain eyed his follower over. 1844 Regul. §& Ord. Army 
275 All Followers and Retainers of the Camp. 
b. One who follows another in regard to his 
teaching or opinions; an adherent or disciple; 
also one who follows an example, model, rule of 


conduct, etc. 

c1200 Vices & Virtues (1888) 41 3e modi menn, Ses dieules 
folzeres. a@1225 Ancr. KR. 364 Sikerliche his feoleware mot 
mid pine of his flesche uoluwen his pinen. 1388 Wyc.ir 
1 Cor. xi. 1 Be 3e my foleweris, as Y am of Crist. cx440 
Promp. Parv. 169/2 Folware, yn manerys, or condycions, 
imitator. c1832 Drewes Jntrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 894 Arte is 
folower of nature. 1611 BisLe 1 Pet. iii. 13 it ye bee 
followers of that which is good. 1710 BERKELEY Prince. 
Hum. Knowl. § 11 Aristotle and his followers, ~ 1781 
Burke Corr. (1844) Il. 437 We, who ought to have taken 
the lead in so noble a work, are but ill followers even of the 
examples which are set to us. 1849 Macautay Hist. Lng. 
II. 13 It soon became clear that Halifax would have many 
followers, 1891 Speaker 2 May 526/2 To vindicate Horace 
Walpole from the aspersions of Macaulay and his followers. 

¢e. collog. A man who courts a maidservant; esp. 
one who calls at the house to see her. 

1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. xvi, Five servants kept. No 
man. No followers. 1858 R.S. Surtees Ask Mamma xlv. 
202 She granted [the servants]..every indulgence... in 
having their followers, 

+38. Sc. A prosecutor (at law). Cf. FoLnow z. 5 c. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 28416 (Cott.) Wittnes foluar. 1449 Sc. 
Acts Fas. IT (1814) Il. 37 He salbe condampnit be the Juge 
in the expensis of the folowar. 

4. Sc. and north. dial. The young of cattle. 

18384 Wills §& Inv. (Surtees 1860) II. 105 The beste cowe 
I haue .. with her follower. ¢ 1686 Depredations on Clan 
Campbell (1816) 61, x bull, 2 mares and followers. 1829 
Scott Doom of Devorgoil 1. i, Three cows, with each her 
follower. 1885 Zvzes (weekly ed.) 16 Oct. 2/3 The crofter 
paying £10 should be able to keep four cows with their 
followers. 

5. Mech. a. In various kinds of presses: The 
plate or block by which the pressure is applied. 

1676 Wor.LincE Cyder (1691) 117 The lower end of the 
Toothed Bar must be fixed into a idowe: of Wood, 1860 
All Year Round No, 51. 19 A proper ‘ vat’ and ‘follower’ 


[f. prec. + -ABLE.] 


FOLLOWING. 


made of solid mahogany [for making cheese]. 1882 Soutu- 
warp Pract. Printing 587 ‘The piece [in a screw press] an- 
swering to the platen of a printing press is called the ‘ fol- 
lower’. ’ Bb 

b. Ina pile-driving machine: A ‘dolly’ or block 
of timber placed between the ram and the head of 
the pile. Also, formerly, +the movable block and 
‘tongs’ by which the ram is lifted and let fall. 


1776 G. SemPLe Building in Water 36 Fig. 2 is the 
Follower playing in its Grooves.. Fig. 3..the Follower 
and Ram, seemingly just ready to engage one another. 
1868 Min. Proc. Inst. Civ. Engineers XXVII. 277 The 
piles. .had to be driven with a follower, which was made of 
very tough oak, and well banded at both ends. 

e. In wheel-work : (see quot. 1805). 

3805 Brewster in Merxguson’s Lect. 1. 82 note, Inacombina- 
tion of wheels that which is acted upon by the power.. 
is called a leader; and the other wheel on the same axis 
is called a follower. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch § Clockm, 
2gr Lantern pinions work very smoothly as followers though 
they are unsuitable as drivers, 

d. (See quot.) 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Follower (Steam-engine), the 
cover or plug of a stuffing-box, which rests upon and com- 
presses the packing; a gland. 

6. Stationery. (See quots.) 

1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, Follower..a sheet of parch- 
ment, which is added to the first or indenture, etc, sheet. 
1888 Jacost Printers Voc., Followers, the following sheets 
after a heading—such as the ordinary plain-ruled paper used 
after the title-head of a long invoice. 


Following (fplovin), vd7. sb. 
-Inc !.] 

1, The action of the verb Fotnow, in its various 
uses. Also with advs., as following up. 

a1300 Cursor M, 27832 (Cott.) O couaitise .. cums.. fals 
foluing, fals wittnesing. 1435 Misyn Five of Love 66 In 
filoing of vertew. 1562 39 Articles No. g Originall sinne 
standeth not in the following of Adam. 1649 Drumm. or 
Hawtu. Hist. Fas. V. Wks, (1711) 107 That the chace and 
following of hereticks is more necessary than that of infidels, 
r8or Strutt Sorts §& Past. 1. i. 13 Queen Elizabeth .. 
frequently indulged herself in following of the hounds. 
1875 WuitneEy Life Lang, viii. 143 The following-up of a 
series of acts, 

2. concr. A body of followets, attendants, re- 
tainers or adherents; followers collectively. 


[f. as prec. + 


e1450 Mirour Saluacioun 1865 Abraham and hisfylowing . 


_ discomfit thaym be gods grace. 1695 Brarr in Blackmore's 
fist. Conspir. (1723) 117 He was a Man of great following 
and Interest in his Country. 17153 Wodrow Corr. (1843) 
Il. 88 He reckons Mar’s following must decrease. 1816 
Scott Old Mort. xxvi. 191 The unfortunate Duke of Mon- 
mouth, who had..a numerous following, as it was called, in 
the southern parts of that kingdom. a18s9 MacauLay 
Hist, Eng. V. 110 Such a man, with a great name in the 
country and a strong followingin Parliament, 1889 JEssopp 
Coming of Friars i. 39 [They] started lectures and secured 
a large following. 

Following, #//. a. [f. as prec. +-1nG 2.] 

1. That follows or moves after another. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 844 By the more Equall spreading of 
the Tangible Parts, which thereby are more Sliding and 
Following. 1715-20 Porr /iad xiv. 489 His following 
shield the fallen chief o’erspread. 1796-7 Justr. §& Reg. 
Cavalry (1813) 125 The three’s wheel from the pivot flank, 
which then becomes the following one. f 

2. That comes after or next in order or in time; 
succeeding, subsequent, ensuing. 

In most collocations placed indifferently before or after the 
sb. ; as, in the following year, in the year following. 

@1300 Cursor M. 11378 (Cott.) Pe nest yeire foluand, 
¢1330 R. Brunner Chron, (1810) 87 In pe 3ere folowand. 
c1430 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxiv. tro On pe nyght next 
folowand. 1535 CovERDALE 2 JJ/acc. xii. 39 Vpon the daye 
folowinge. 1667 Mitton P. Z. x. 278 Living Carcasses 
design’d For death, the following day, in bloodie fight. 1742 
Jounson L. P., Sydenham, To continue the same office 
upon all following occasions. 1829 Marryat FP. Mildmay 
xxii, They were asked in church the Sunday following. 
1860 TYNDALL G/ac. I. viil. 57 Early on the following day. 
1875 Wuitney Life Lang. iv. 46 A sibilant with following 
palatal mute, 

b. In introducing a statement, enumeration, etc. : 
That now follows; that is immediately to be set 
forth, mentioned, recounted, or the like. Also adsoZ. 


(the following). 

1340 Ayend. t Pis byeb pe capiteles of be boc uol3inde. 
1545-8 Yorksh. Chantry Surv. 1. (Surtees) 461 In thandes 
of the personnes foloing. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 846 They are 
all but the effects of some of these causes following. 1653 
Watton Angler To Rdr., I think fit to tell thee these 
following truths. 1711 STEELE Sfect. No. 152 P 2 My 
Friend answered what I said in the following manner. 1794 
Suttivan View Nat. I. 225 The following..may not, as an 
example, be unworthy of notice. 1807 T. THomson Chev. 
II. 148 The following bodies have the property of converting 
nitric oxide into nitrous oxide. 184x Lane Arad. Nis, 1. 
123 Among the common dishes are the following. 

e. Ensuing as an effect or consequence, resulting. 

1593 SHaks. Lucy. 166 In his inward mind he doth debate, 
What following sorrow may on this arise. 1687 SHADWELL 
Fuvenal x. 46 The Conquerors used to put the following 
spoyls upon the stumps of Trees, which were call’d Trophies. 

+3. Conformable, correspondent, answerable. _ 

c1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 145 His wombe & his wast were 
worthily smale, & alle his fetures foljande. Jéid. 859 
Tapytez ty3t to be woe, of tuly & tars, & vnder fete, on be 
flet, of folzande sute. ? , 

4, Of wind or tide: ? Moving in the direction of 
the ship’s course. (Cf. L. ventas secundus.) 

1807 J. Boone in Naval Chron. XXIII. 406 She was 
assisted by a high following sea, 1839 Marryar Phant. 

Vou. IV. 
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Ship viii, You may sail for weeks with a cloudless sky and 
a following breeze, without starting tack or sheet. 1858 
W. Cook in Merc. Marine Mag. V. 42 We had a following 
sea previous to falling in with this mist, but the sea then 
changed to a kind of boil, or topping sea. 

5. Billiards and Croguet. Following stroke = 
Fouiow sé. 2. 

1867 Durron Pract. Billiards iii. 45. 1868 W. J. Wuit- 
MORE Croguet Tac. 15 In making a following stroke, the 
player must follow with the mallet head, as a person follows 
with the cue at billiards. 1884 [See Fottow z. 19 a]. 

+ Followingly, adv. Obs. [f. prec. +-Ly2.] 

1. a. Afterwards in order or sequence, subse- 
quently, ensuingly. b. Asa result or consequence, 
consequently. 

1382 Wyc ir 2 Chrom. xxxii. 15 3if forsothe no God of alle 
Gentilis..my3te delyueren his puple..folowyngly ne 3our 
God schal mown delyuer 30u. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P, R. Xi. xxii. (1495) 454 Thenne folowingly is the coste 
that hyght Ligusticus. c1449 Pecock Repr. u. ix. r9t Into 
suche. .remembrauncis. .and folewingli therbi into ful deuout 
preiers. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) tt. ili. 145 
Unto hymself fyrste and folowyngly unto them [etc.]. 1559 
Homilies t. (1859) 56 That consequently (or followingly) God 
should be the better honoured by them. 

2. In what now follows; in the following words. 

c1450 Mirour Saluacioun 4085 Howe crist his woundes to 
his ffadere shewes is to here fylowingly. 1494 FaByAN 
Chron. vit. ccxix. 241 As folowyngly shalbe shewed. 1521 
Fisuer Wks. (1876) 307 In thende of this gospel folowingly 
is made by our sauyour a stronge argument. 

+ Folly, ¢. and adv. Obs. Also 3-4 foli(e, 
folliche, (folik), 4-5 foly(e, 5 fooly, 6 follie, 
folyche. [ME., /ollich, f. fol, Foou a. and sd. + 
-lich 1X1] 

A. adj. Foolish; also, lewd, unchaste. 

a1300 Cursor M. 4361 (Cott.) ‘ Bilete’, he said, ‘pi foli 
will’, 1387 Trevisa H7edex (Rolls) VII. 233 A nyce folie 
couenant schulde nou3t be i-holde. cx1g00 Lanjfranc’s 
Cirurg. 267 Ther ben manie foli lechis. a@1430 Kut. de la 
Tour (1868) 52 No body shulde..make countenaunce nor 
lokes of foly loue there inne [the chirche], but yef it were 
of loue of mariage. 1577-87 HotinsHep Chron. III. 305/1 
Bankettings, dansings and other follie pastimes. 1604 
Breton Pass. Sheph. (Grosart)9/2 A Gowne of Veluet..Shall 
now bewitche mine eyes with folly gazes, 

B. adv. Foolishly; also, lewdly, unchastely. 

c 1230 Hali Meid, 17 3if 3e prafter penne speken togedere 
folliche. a@1300 Cursor M1. 27890 (Cott.) Drunkenhede dos 
..man folik be traist and glad, quare he wit resun suld be 
radd. 1340 Ayend. 43 Pet uolk bet ne byep na3t ine 
spoushod, louieb ham togidere folliche. ¢1369 CHAUCER 
Bk. Duchesse 874 Hyr lokynge nas not foly sprad, 

Hence + Fo‘lliness, foolishness. 

1340 Cursor MM, 1278 (Trin.), I was dryuen fro paradis 
And lost hit bi my folynys. c¢1449 Pecock Refr. 1. iv. 155 
The dotage or..folynes .. of the persoones. c1450 Burcu 
Secrees 2579 The rede [heerys] also be signe of ffoolynesse. 


Folly (fli), sd.1 Pl. follies. Forms: 3-5 
foli(e, 3-6 foly(e, (4 fole, folle, fowlye), 5 
fooly, 6-7 follie, 9 south. volly, 5- folly. [a. 
OF. and Fr. folie, f. fol, fou foolish, mad (see 
Foon); corresponding to Pr. folta, follia, folhia, 
OSp. folia, It. follza.] 

1. The quality or state of being foolish or 
deficient in understanding; want of good sense, 
weakness or derangement of mind; also, unwise 
conduct. Zo do folly: to act foolishly. (Fond, 
etc.) ¢o a folly, to an absurd degree. 


a1228 Ancr. R. 52 Ant te wise ouh to uolewen wisdom, & 
nout folie. ¢1330 Ams § Amel. 1982 ‘ What foly’, heseyd, 
‘can he sain? Is he madde of mode?’ 1375 BarBour Bruce 1. 
344 To fenyhe foly quhile is wyt. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
212 Pan it is folie for to lete him blood. 1477 Eart Rivers 
(Caxton) Dzctes 127 To loue sapience, and to hate fooly. 
@1533 Lp. Berners “20m Ixvi. 228 We haue done grete 
foly to departe. 165: Sir E. NicHotas in NV. Papers 
(Camden) 248 Sir Thomas Gardner will be ruined by his 
daughter's folly. 1742 Gray Ode Prospect Eton Coll. 100 
Where ignorance is bliss, "Tis folly to be wise. see 
Gotpsm. Vic. W. xxiv, When lovely woman stoops to folly. 
1778 FRANKLIN Lett. Wks. 1889 VI. 206, I was fond toa folly 
of our British connections, 1784 Laura §& Augustus I. 81 
The people are hospitable toa folly. 1875 Jowerr Plato 
(ed. 2) V.98 The folly of. .nurses believes that the left hand 
is by nature different from the right. 

b. personified. ‘ 

1594 WILLoBIE in Shaks. C. Praise 9 And folly feedes 
where fury fretes. 2632 Mitton Pexseroso 2 Deluding joys, 
The brood of folly without father bred. 1728 Pore Dance. 
u. 418 All was hush’d, as Folly’s self lay dead. 

e. With @ and #/. An example of foolishness ; 
a foolish action, error, idea, practice, etc. ; a ridi- 
culous thing, an absurdity. 

@1300 Cursor M. 4124 (Cott.) To stint wald he, if he 
moght, Pe foly bat his breber thoght. 13.. Coer de L. 4761 
Weschole be wrothe, Swylke folyes yiff thou haunte. ¢1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymoni, 21 Your father hath enterprised 
a great foly. #1533 Lp. Berners Huon xcy. 308 They 
knew well it was but a folye to folow me. 1648 EvELyn 
Ment. (1857) 1. 255 The celebrated follies of Bartholomew 
Fair. 1725 Watts Logicu. v. § 4 The mistakes, imprudences, 
and follies, which ourselves or others have been guilty of. 
1773 Gotpsm. Stoops to Cong. 1.1. 49 In my time, the follies 
of the town crept slowly among us. 1832 Hr. MartinEau 
Life in Wilds vi. 72’Tis a folly to expect it. 

+2. Wickedness, evil, mischief, harm. Ods. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 30/36 He heold him faste in his 
folie. 1303 R. Brunner Hand/. Synne 4119 He dede no 
man folye. 1340 Hampote Py. Consc. 357 Purgatory Whar 
saules er clensed of alle foly. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymon iii. 80 Ye shall haue no leiser for to repente you of 














FOLTRON. 


the folie that yedoo, 1535 CoverDALE Yosh. vii. 15 Because 
he hath..committed folye in Israel. 

+b. With a and g/. A wrong-doing, sin, crime, 

c1250 Meid. Maregrete 1 Olde ant yonge i prei ou oure 
folies for to lete, 1393 Lanct. P. Pl. C. xvu. 135 Hit 
[Pouerte] defendep pe flessh fro folyes ful menye. 1535 
CovERDALE Yzdg. xx. 6 They haue done an abhominacion 
and folye in Israel. 

+3. Lewdness, wantonness. Cf. Fr. folie. Obs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 2961 3yf bou to foly 
wuldest here wynne. c1400 Maunbev. (1839) iv. 24 A 
comoun woman that dwelled there to resceyve men to folye. 
ax450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 76 The quene..beganne to 
desire to haue hym to foly with her. 1567 Fenton Trag. 
Disc, Aavij, Neyther had age so altered her complexion but 
there appered follie in all partes of her face. 1604 SHaxs, 
Oth, v. ii. 132 Oth. She turn’d to folly; and she was 
awhore. 1634 Canne WVecess. Separ. (1849) 291 One which 
calls a woman, ‘ Whore’..and commits folly with her, 

b. With @ and Z/. A lewd action or desire. 

c1308 Miracle St. Fames 3 in LE. £.P. (1862) 57 He dude 
ane folie Pat menie to helle bringep: be sinne of lecherie. 
1320 Six Tristr. 2181 Her folies vsen pai ay. 1603 SHaks. 
Meas. for M. ut.i. 9t Whose..deliberate word Nips youth 
i’th head, and follies doth emmew. 

+4. Madness, insanity, mania (=F. folze); hence, 
tage, anger. Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 1957 He frothet for folle, and his face 
chaunget. 1670 Lassets Voy, [taly 11. 212, I went to the 
Pazzorella, where they keep madmen and fooles, and saw 
there strange variety of humours in folly. 

5. A popular name for any costly structure con- 
sidered to have shown folly in the builder. 

R. Wendover says that when (in 1228) a castle which 
Hubert de Burgh had begun to build, near the Welsh 
border, had to be razed to the ground on account of a treaty 
concluded with the Welsh, much amusement was excited by 
the recollection that Hubert had given to the building on 
its foundation the name of * Hubert’s Folly’ (Stzltitianz 
Huberti), It was remarked that he had shown himself 
a true prophet, Probably the word used by Hubert was 
F. folie; the original meaning seems to have been not 
stultitia, but ‘delight’, ‘favourite abode’. Many houses 
in France still bear the name La Fodie, and there is some 
evidence that ‘ the Folly’ was as late as the present century 
used in some parts of England for a public pleasure-garden 
or the like. 

1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 502 [He] buryeth it [his wealth] 
-.in Buildings needlesse, vain, or ill contrived, that stay but 
the finishing, and being called by his kind Gossip-neighbours 
his Folly. 1772 R. Graves Sfzrit, Quixote III. 1x. vii, An 
object, amidst the woods, on the edge of the hill ; which, upon 
enquiry, they were told was called Shenstone’s folly. 1796 
Monthly Mag. Feb. 20, I built a great many mounds in the 
form of sugar-loaves, very broad at bottom and pointed at 
top.. Travellers call them my folly. 1801 Coxe Tour Mon- 
mouthsh. 1, 12x Hence it was called Kemeys Folly. 1885 
W. H. Russext in Harper's Mag. Apr. 752/1‘ The Heights’, 
on which the Folly is built. 

6. Comb., as folly-blind, -drenched, »* -~fallen, 
-painting, -stricken adjs. 

1597 Mippieton Paraphr. Wisd. Sol. ix. 6 My raigne 
would be like fortunes, follie-blinde. 160x SHaxs. 7zwed. NV. 
1. i. 75 For folly that he wisely shewes is fit; But wisemens 
folly falne, quite taint their wit. 1638-48 G. DanieL Zclog. m1: 
307 Thy follie-drenched Soule. 1726-46 THomson Winter 615 
Lively wit..Or folly-painting humour, 1807 Syp. Smitu Ws. 
(859) I. 80/2 The mournful and folly-stricken blockhead. 

Hence Folly v. zutr., to commit folly, to act 
foolishly, Follying vd/. sd. also attrib. 

1818 Keats Exdymion 1. 612 Let me shun Such follying 
before thee. 1822 B, CornwaLL Ludovico Sforza i. 95 
What! shallI in My age be follying? — A. Wentworth ii, 
27, In my follying days. 

Folly, s0.2 dial. 
crest of a hill. 

1880 R. Jerreries Gr. Ferne F. vi, ‘ Every hill seems to have 
a Folly’..‘I mean a clump of trees onthe top.’ 1888 Berks. 
Gloss., There are three such ‘ vollys’ at Hampstead Norreys 
on the ‘ Volly Hill’. 

Folmard(e, obs. form of Foumarr. 

+ Folt, sd. Ods.-Forms: 4 folet, folt, 4-6 folte, 
5 folett,6 foult. [a. OF. fo/e?, f. fol mad, foolish: 
see Foon 56.1] A fool. 

1303 R.BRuNNE Hand. Synne 8300 A kaynarde and an olde 
folte. c1330 — Chron. Wace (Rolls) 4527 A folet coube he 
wel adaunte. c1440 Prowp. Parv. 168/2 Folett..stolidus. 
c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W.de W. 1494) 1. xxxiv, In be 
day of pentecost..thei were made neyther foles ne foltis, but 
-. wonder wyse. 1566 Drant Horace’s Sat. 1. i. Aiv, The 
foolishe frantycke foultes. 

Hence + Fo‘lthead, | Fo'ltry [see -ry], folly. 

1399 LanGL. Rich. Redeles u. 7 Non .. 30ure name wolde 
nempne In ffersnesse ne in ffoltheed. c1440 Promp. Parv. 
169/t Foltrye, fatuztas, stoliditas. ‘ 

+Folt, v. Obs. [f. Four sb.] intr. To act 


like a fool. Hence + Fo'lted f//. a., foolish. 

@1300 Cursor M. 2239 (Gétt.) Pir folis foltid gadrid baim 
pan. 1303 R. BrunNE Handl. Synne 5839 Shrewes. .helde 
hym foltede or wode For he was so mylde of mode. 13.. 
Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. xxxvit. 605 Pe wikked gost 
..seide bat he was a folted mon, ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 169/1 
Foltyn, or doon as a foole. ; 

+ Fo'ltish, 2. Os. Also 4 foltishe, foltisch, 
5 foltysch, 6 foultish. [f. Four sd, + -1su.] 


Foolish, besotted, silly. : 

€1380 Wycuir Ser. Sel. Wks. I. 309 Foltish chaffering. 
c1430 Lype. Aix. Poems (Percy Soc.) 166 A foltissh face. 
1566 Drant Horace’s Sat, u. iil. Giy b, No reason is this 
foultishe flocke from madnes to exile, 

+Foltron. Obs. rare. ; 

1748 Wrstey Wes. (1872) XI. 509 Try foltron, a mixture 
of herbs to be had at many grocers’, far healthier, as well as 
cheaper, than tea, 50 


A clump of fir-trees on the 


FOMALHAUT. 


Foly(e, obs. form of Fouty. 
|| Fomalhaut (fowmaljho:t). Astron. Also 6,8 


fomahant. [Arab. oll § fum" ?l-haut mouth 


of the fish, Sp. fomahant.] A star of the first 
magnitude in the constellation Southern Fish (a 


Piscis Australis). 

1894 BLunpevit Z£verc. m1. 1. xxvi. (ed. 7) 334 One. .star of 
the first bignesse in his mouth called Fomahant. 1704 J. 
Harris Lex. Techn., Fonahant, a Star of the first Magni- 
tude in.. Aquarius, 1884 Browninc Ferishtah 137 Should 
I overlook Fomalhaut and declare some fen-fire King. 

Foman, obs. form of FoEMAN. 

+Fomblitude. zonce-wd. [?f. FUMBLE, parody- 
ing simdlitude.| ‘A weak comparison’ (Halliw.). 

1583 Furxe Defence iii. 112 As for your fomblitudes of 
Manlius and Iudas, two proper names, compared with 
image, and idoll..which be common names, I will not 
vouchsafe to answer them. 

Fome, obs. form of Foam sd. and v. 

Fo'ment, sd. Now vare. In 7 foement. [ad. 
L. fomentum, contraction for *fovimentum, f. fovere 
to cherish, warm.] 

1. =FoMmEntation 1 b. 

1540 Hyrpe tr. Vives’ Instr. Chr. Wont. 1. ix. Liv, Those 
superfluous sauors & fomentes of the body. 1643 J. STEER 
tr. Exp. Chyrurg. xii. 47 Apply this following Foment. 
1892 Pall Mall G, 21 Jan, 1/3 Ameliorating the symptoms 
by hot foments, mustard applications, and wet-sheet packings. 

+2. fig. Fomentation, encouragement. Ods. 

1642 Quartes Observ. Princes §& St. iv, Long-settled 
humors give foment to the distemper when it breakes forth. 

+b. Some thing that foments or encourages ; 


stimulus. Ods. 

1604 T. Wricut Passions 1. iv. 15 They rather serve 
them for instruments of vertue, than foments of vice. 1658 
R. CresHatp Legacy 10 Which by the distemper gave 
Foment and force to the approaching Maladie. 1660 More 
Myst. Godl. To Rar. 14 The foments of strife and palliations 
of Hypocrisy. 1704 Axpedient for Innocence in Har, 
Misc. (1746) VIII. 13/1 What more seasonable Charity, than 
to abstract the Foment from these accursed Divisions, by 
prohibiting those Oaths, that..perpetuate our Janglings? 

§| 3. ? Confused with FERMENT 3. 

1793 1’. Jerrerson Wit. (1859) III. 527 Should the present 
foment in Europe not produce republics everywhere. 

Foment (foment), v. [ad. Fr. foment-er, ad. 
late L. fomentare, f. fomentum FOMENT sb.] 


1. trans. To bathe with warm or medicated 
lotions; to apply fomentations to. Also, +to 
lubricate. 


1611 Cotcr., Bassiner, to warme, foment. 1643 J. STEER 
tr. Exp. Chyrurg. xii. 47 Foment the place affected with 
the following foment. 1656 RipGLtey Pract. Physick 131 
Foment it with white wax. 1748 tr. Vegetius’ Distemp. 
Horses 144 You shall foment it for the Space of four Days. 
1802 Med. ¥rni. VIII. 516 The breasts were frequently 
fomented. 1894 Firzwycram Horses §& Stables § 255 The 
leg..may be conveniently fomented by putting it in a deep 
bucket of warm water. 

absol. 1612 Woovati Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 303 Foment 
not too long at any one time. 


+2. ‘To cherish with heat, to warm’ (J.). 
Always in conjunction with another verb, as chafe, 


heat, warm. Obs, 

1648 Jos. Beaumont Psychet. clv, Creeps chillness on him? 
She foments and heats His flesh. 1667 Mitton P.Z.1v. 
669 All things..these soft fires. foment and warme, 

+3. To rouse or stir up (a person or his energies) ; 
to excite, irritate. Ods. 

1642 R. CARPENTER Experience v. xix. 326, I was active 
..fomented with your envenomed suggestions. 1680 OTway 
Orphan ww. v. 1506 Still Chaft and fomented let my heart 
swell on. 1704 Swirt Batt. Bks. (1711) 226 By its Bitter- 
ness and Venom. .to foment the Genius of the Combatants. 
1724 De For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 127 The old general, not 
to foment him, with a great deal of mildness stood up. 


+b. zntr.tor refl.: To become excited or heated. 

1665 J. Wess Stome-Heng 16 In like manner, this Doctor 
fomenteth, saying; The one stumblés upon an Altar-stone 
. over which the other leaped clearly. 1680 Otway Orphan 
v. ii. 185r To think Of Women were enough to taint my 
Brains, Till they foment to madness. 

4. a. To promote the growth, development, effect, 
or spread of (something material or physical). 

1644 QuarLes Barnabas §& B. 150 That humour which 
foments thy malady. 1661 Burning of Lond. in Select. 
Harl. Misc. (1793) 463 A violent easterly wind fomented it, 
and kept it burning all that day. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. x. 1071 
How we his gather’d beams Reflected, may with matter 
sere foment. 1707 Curios. Hush, §& Gard. 180 Plants re- 
ceive from their Roots this Nitre, which feeds, foments and 
preserves them, 1725 Porr Odyss, x1x. 77 While those with 
unctuous fir foment the flame. 

b. To cherish, cultivate, foster; to stimulate, 
encourage, instigate (a sentiment, belief, pursuit, 
course of conduct, etc.). sp. in a bad sense. 

1622 Bacon Hen. V/I, 12 Which bruite was cunningly 
fomented by such as desired innouation. 1664 Marveti 
Corr, Wks. 1872-5 II. 164 His Majesty..offers himself as 
a third to foment so amiable a controversy. 1725 Pore 
Odyss. x1. 226 Thy sire in solitude foments his care. 1726-7 
Swirr Gulliver 1. iv, These civil commotions were con- 
stantly fomented by the monarchs of Blefuscu. 1774 
Fietcuer gual Check Wks. 1795 IV. p. v, Is not the 
Antinomianism of hearers fomented by that of preachers? 
1868 M. Parrison Academ. Org. iv. 75 To encourage in- 
dolence or foment extravagance. 1873 H. Rocers Ovig. 
Bible ii. (1875) 59 Persecutions which the Jews always 
fomented. 


! 
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Hence Fome'nting v0. sb. Also aftrid. 

1611 Cotcr., Bassinement, warming, a fomentation or 
fomenting. 1894 FirzwyGram Horses & Stables § 255 
During the fomentation a thick rug should be thrown over 


the fomenting cloth. 
+Fomentary. Olds. vare. [as if ad. L. */o- 


mentart-us, f. fomentum: see FOMENT sd. and -ARY.] 
One who or that which foments ; a fomenter. 

1657 Hawke KA7dling is MW, Pref. 1 The disparagement of 
Princes are the fomentaries. .of Sedition, 

+ Fo'mentate, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. fomentat- 
ppl. stem of fomentare to foment.] = FoMENT vz. I. 

1369 R. Anprose tr. Alexis’ Sec. 1v. 1. 23 Therwith 
washe the eyes, or else fomentate them with the water. 
Ibid. w. 1. 3r You must fomentate them with a peece of 
a milstone burned and quenched in vineger. 1613 SHERLEY 
Trav. Persia 85 The one a kingdome fomentated as a bar 
between you and the Portugals. 

Fomentation (fouméntéfon). [ad. late L. 
Jomentation-enr, n. of action f. fomentare to FOMENT. 
Cf. F. fomentation.)} 

1. Med. The application to the surface of the 
body either of flannels, etc. soaked in hot water, 
whether simple or medicated, or of any other warm, 
soft, medicinal substance. Dry fomentation (see 
quot. 1882). 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 252 Per upon bou schalt make 
a fomentacioun wib hoot water. 1541 R. CopLanp Guydon’s 
Formul. X jb, Fomentacyon with oyle and terebentyne 
medled & warmed. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xxxiv. 50 In 
manner of a fomentation or a warme bathe. 1661 LovELL 
Hist. Anim. & Min. 289 Fomentation with sponges in 
vineger. 1702 J. Purcert Cholick (1714) 133 Flannel, or 
a Thin Woollen Cloth worn next to the Skin .. is a lesser 
kind of perpetual Fomentation. 1704 J. Harris Lex. 
Techn. s.v., A Dry Fomentation. 1801 JZed. Frnl. V. 578 
Fomentations with water. 1882 M. Breck in Quazn’s Dict. 
Med. s.v., The term ‘dry fomentation’ is sometimes applied 
to bags of salt, hot bran, or chamomile flowers; or pieces of 
flannel toasted before a fire and applied hot. 

b. concr. The remedial means so applied. 

1846 Puarr Bk. Childr. (1553) Rja, Ye may make a 
fomentacion of hoate and moist herbes. 1643 J. STEER tr. 
Exp. Chyrurg. xv. 58 Boyle them in the Broth .. for a 
Fomentation. ¢1720 W. Gipson Farrier’s Dispens. xi. 
(1734) 249 Fomentations are made only with aqueous Men- 
struums whereas Embrocations consist of [etc.]. 1789 W. 
Bucuan Dom. Med. (1790) 311 Flannels wrung out of warm 
spirituous fomentations should likewise be applied. 1894 
Firzwycram Horses & Stables § 314 Hot water makes the 
best fomentation. 

Jig. 1593 Q. Exiz. Boeth. (E. E. T.S.) 30 Because the 
fomentations of my reason haue entred in the. 

+2. The action or process of cherishing with heat 
or warming. Ods. 

1669 GALE Crt. Gentiles 1. 11. tii. 42 In this discription. .we 
have the Spirit’s Motion, Fomentation, and Formation of 
althings out of this Chaos. J/ézd., The Fomentation of an 
Hen, that sets abrood. 

3. jig. The action or process of fomenting, foster- 
ing or stimulating ; encouragement, instigation. 

a 1612 Donne Biabavartos (1644) 39 Denying to it lawfull 
refreshings, and fomentations. 1670-1 Marve. Corr. Wks. 
1872-5 II. 373, I am..well pleased to find him and Mr. 
Whittington jealous of one another, which shall not want 
fomentation. 1742 Younc Wt. Th. v. 743 Dishonest fo- 
mentation of your pride. 1861 7%ses 29 Aug., The foment- 
ation of Hungarian discontent by foreign intrigues. 

b. A means of fomentation, an influence that 
foments, a stimulus. 

@1631 Donne Serm. viii. 79 They [our works] cleave to 
us; whether as Fomentations to nourish us or as Corrosives 
to gnaw upon us, 1659 C. NosLe /uexpediency of Exped. 5 
Unless the. .slie Redarguings..be a rise and fomentation to 
such a Dispute. 

Fomenter (fomenta1). Also fomentor. [f. 
FomeEnt v. + -ER!.] Onewho or that which foments. 

1633 Prynne /77strio-M.1. 111. ii. 75 Fomentors of Crueltie, 
Quarrells [etc.]. 1660 Woop Zzf (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 360 
Such lectures in the nation had been fomenters of the late 
rebellion. 1710 Hearne Codlect. 6 Mar., The Fomenters 
and Abettors of the Riot. 1780 Coxe Rwss. Disc, 139 The 
most inveterate fomenter of hostilities against the Russians. 
c1817 Hoce Tales § Sk. VI. 116 The primal cause and 
fomentor of this cruel and bloody war. 1866 Bricut S/. 
Reform 4 Dec., The fomenter of discord. 


+Fome‘ntress. Ols.—1 [f. prec.+-Essl.] A 
female fomenter. 

1646 Eart Monmourtn tr. Bidudi’s Hist. Civ. Warres 
Eng. I. 1x, 208 The Dutchesse of Burgundy..must be 
known to be fomentresse of the Forgery. 

Fomerel(l, -il, obs. forms of FEMERELL. 

|| Fomes (fowmzz). Pl. fomites (foumitiz). [L. 
Jomes, fomitis touchwood, tinder.] a. The 
morbific matter (of a disease) (obs.). b. ‘Any 
porous substance capable of absorbing and retain- 
ing contagious effluvia’ (Mayne). 

1773 Gentl. Mag. XIII. 554 If this putrid ferment could 
be more immediately corrected, a stop would probably be put 
to the flux, and the /omes of the disease likewise removed. 
1803 Med. Frnl, X. 213, I cannot say that I have known it 
spread from fomites, 1851-9 A. Bryson in Man. Sc. Eng. 248 
Either simply through the medium of the atmosphere or by 
means of fomites. 1882 Quain's Dict. Med.s.v., The most 
important fomites are bed-clothes, bedding, woollen gar- 
ments, carpets, curtains, letters, &c. 

Jig. 1658 J. Owen Temtftation vii. 126 Naturall tempers 
--prove a great Homes of sinne. @1711 Ken Hymnotheo 
Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 327 Concupiscential Fomes, which 
possess’d The Parents thus, was on their Race impress'd. 

Fomie, fomy, obs. forms of Foamy, 


{ 





| fane fool, mod. Icel. féni swaggerer, vain person; 


FOND. 


Fomite (fowmait). vave. [incorrect back-form- 
ation from fomites, pl. of Fomrs.] =Fomus. 

1859 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr.in Frul. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
134 [his must be an efficacious fomite of cutaneous and ~ 
pectoral disease. 

Fomon, obs. form of Forman. 

+ Fon, sd. and a. Obs. Also 5 fone, 5-6 fonn(e. 
[Belongs to Fon v.; but the mutual relation of 


the words is uncertain. 

It is tempting to connect the sb. with Sw. fan(e, MDa. 
but the 
history of the Eng. words shows no trace of a long vowel, 
and the northern Eng. forms have 0, and not thea which in 
that dialect normally represents ON. d. Besides, the 
primary sense of the Eng. vb. appears to be ‘to lose savour, 
become insipid’, and if so the sb. is prob. from the vb.] 

A. sb. A fool. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 9186 (Cott.) O pis manasses com amon, 
pat, als his fader, was a fon. c1330 R. Brunne_Chron, 
Wace (Rolls) 4051 After Eldolf, pys folted fon, Cam his 
sone hight Redyon. ¢1450 Cov. A/yst. 367 A! 3e ffonnys 
and slought of herte ffor to beleve in holy Scrypture! 
c1480 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5386 God some tyme chastys 
a fonn And he is made mare wyse. 1526 SKELTON Wagny/. 
1200 Wenyst thou that I cannot make the play the fon? 
1598 SPENSER Col. Clout 292 Ah! Cuddy, (then quoth 
Colin) thous a fon, 

B. adj. Foolish, silly. 

¢ 1440 Gesta Rom. \x. 248 (Harl. MS.) The lion stode be- 
syde him, as he hadde be a ffonne shepe. 1538 STARKEY 
England i. i. 24 Yf wyse men..wold have bent themselfe to 
that purpos, levyng such fon respecte of tyme and of place. 

Hence Focnly adv., foolishly, fondly; Fo-nnish 
a., somewhat foolish. 

¢1449 Pecock Ref. u. iv. 156 Thilk fonnysch opinioun 
may soone bi wise men be schewed .. to be vntrewe. 148 
Tirtort tr. Cicero’s De Amic. (1530) B viij, What may be 
a more fonnysh thyng than whan [etc.]. 1526 SKELTON 
Magnyf. 659 Tusshe, fonnysshe Fansy, thou arte frantyke, 
1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. May 58, I..had rather be envied, 
All were it of my foe, than fonly pitied. 

+ Fon, v. Ols. Also 5 fonne, 6 fone. [see 
prec. The later Fun v. (whence FuN sd.) is prob. 
etymologically identical.] 

1. intr. To lose savour, become insipid or sickly 
in flavour. Only in pa. pple.: see Fonp a. 

2. To be foolish or infatuated ; to act the fool; to 
become foolish. 

c1440 Vork Myst. ix. 89 Now Noye, in faythe be fonnes 
full faste. cx450 Cov. AZyst. 36 Thou fonnyst as a best 
I gesse. 1508 Dunsar Tua Mariit Wemen 274 With 
kissing, et with clapping, I gert the carill fon. 1570 
Bucuanan Ane Admonitioun Wks. (1892) 30 Y° Dukis 
sone. .causit y® rest of y* hamiltonis to fon for faynnes, 

3. trans. To befool, make a fool of. 

c1440 Lypc. Secvees 570 The fals Erryng hath fonnyd many 
Oon. ¢1449 Pecock Nef. u1. ii. 145 Salomon..fonned and 
bidotid with hise wifis, made ydolis. c1460 Yawneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 199 Soyn shalle we fon hym, 

4. Sc. To toy with ; to fondle. 

1430 Pedlis to Play vii. in Pinkerton Scot, Ball. (1783) 1. 4 
The fairest fallis me; Tak ye the laif and fone thame. 

Hence Fo-nning vé/, sb., foolishness, foolish be- 
haviour. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 4880 Our werkes [shuld] all wisely [be] 
wroght by discrecioun, bat we fare with no foly ne fonnyng 
of pride. c¢1450 Cov. AZyst. 304 Be his meraclys and fals 
prechyng He bryngyth the pepyl in gret fonnyng. 

Fon, obs. form of Finp; Sc. pl. of For. 

Fond, sJ. Also 7, 9 fonds, 8 fonde. 
only as an alien word, pronounced (fon). 
Sond, fonds :—OF. fonz, fons (see FOUNCE). 

The word became fully naturalized in the 17th c. In the 
18th c. it was superseded in ordinary use by Funp, which 
is a refashioned form after L. fawdus. Subsequently, how- 
ever, the F. word frequently appears (usually in italics) in 
Eng. writers. In F., the forms foud and fonds, formerly 
used indiscriminately, are now differentiated in sense; but 
Eng. writers often use the wrong form.] 

1. Foundation, ground, groundwork (in various 
applications). (In Fr. now written fond.) : 

1664 Evetyn tr. Preart’s Archit. 141 All sorts of pre- 
cious Marbles .. cut and lay’d into a /foxds or ground of 
black-Marble. 1665 Sir P. Warwick in Avelyn’s Mem. 
(181g) II. 162 The present Prizes .. being a better fond of 
credit. 1704 Swirt 7. Td iv. 93 This Grandeur .. 
could not be maintained without a better Fonde than what 
he was born to, 1825 Jerrrey in Lai. Rev. Aug. 429 
But the fonds of the character is the same. 1844 THACKERAY 
in Fraser's Mag. Feb. 155/2 The spirits are for the most 
part artificial, the ford is sadness. 1867 LoweLt Lef¢¢. 
(1894) I. 394 There is no early French literature of 
any value in which the Teutonic blood did not supply the 


Now 
[as F. 


ond. 

b. Lace-making. (See quots.) 

1882 CauLrritp & Sawarv Dict. Needlework, Fond, 
Identical with Champ, Entoilage, and ‘Treille, terms by 
which the groundwork of lace .. 1s distinguished from the 
Toilé, or pattern, which it surrounds and supports. These 
grounds are divided into Fonds Claire, Brides Claire, and 
Brides Ornées. The Fonds Claire include the Réseau or 
net patterned grounds and varieties of the same. 

2. A source of supply, stock, store or stores. Ods. 
in material sense. (In Fr. now fonds.) 

1685 Dryden A /bion § Albanus Pref., Here, therefore, if 
they will Criticise, they shall do it out of their own Fond, 
1704 Swirt 7°. 77 vii. 142 Some new Fonde of Wit should, 
if possible, be provided. 1707 Curios. in Hush. & Gard. 

2 The Juices of Plants are one of the richest Fonds of 

hysick. 1872 Mrs. OuirHant Ombra I. ii, Kate herself 
ing not indifferent to the fond of appreciation thus secured 
to her, 


FOND. 


+3. A stock or sum of money, esd. one set apart 
for a particular purpose; pecuniary means, re- 
venues. (In Fr. now fonds.) Obs. 

1673 TemPLe Observ. United Prov. Wks. 1731 I. 38 This 
Fond being not sufficient in Times of War, is supplied by 
the States with whatever more is necessary from other 
Fonds, 1690 Witt. II. SA. Parl. 25 Nov. in Lond. Gaz. 
No, 2613/t The Civil Government, which has no Fonds for 
its Support. 1691 T. H[ate] Acc. New Invent. p. cxi, The 
want of any Fonds to support the Charge of such Office. 

+4, A sum of money, a stock of goods, or amount 
of revenues, serving as a security for specified pay- 
ments. (In Fr. now fonds.) Ods. 

1677 Cuas. II. in Marvell Grow’h Popery 39 Without the 
sum Six hundred thousand pounds, or Credit for such 
a sum, upon new Fonds. «1687 Perry Pol. Arith. x. 
(z691) 114 Making a Fond of such value, to be security for 
all Commodities. 1693 Mem. Ct. Teckely 1. 47 The Princess 
-. had seized the fonds whereupon the Pension of their 
Ministers was assigned. 1714 Loud. Gaz. No. 5260/4 Debts 
..secur’d by Judgment, Statute, Recognizance, Fond, or 
Specialty. 

+5. Printing =Fount. Obs. 

1678 Puiturs, Yond or Fund .. Among Letter-founders, a 
parcel of Printing Letters, as many as are Printed at 
a time. 

Fond (fpnd), a. and sé.2 Forms: 4 fonned, -yd, 
5 fonnet, 5-fond, 5-7 fonde, 9 Sc. and dal. font. 
[ME. /fonned, f. Fon v.+-mp1.] 

A. adj. (orig. ffl. @.). 

+1. That has lost its savour; insipid; sickly- 
flavoured. Ods. exc. dial. 

¢1380 Wycuir Wks. (1880) 57 3if be salt be fonnyd it is not 
orb 1388 — Prol. x.31 He ts seid fonned salt, not prophit- 
able toeny thing. 1784 Cuttum Hist. Hawsted 171 Fond, 
faint or fulsome ; applied to smell or taste. @ 18253 Forsy 
Voc. E. Anglia, Fond, luscious; fulsome; disagreeably 


sweet, in taste or in smell. 
2. Infatuated, foolish, silly. Since 16thc. the 


sense in literary use has been chiefly: Foolishly 
credulous or sanguine. In dialects the wider sense 
is still current. Cf. Fonnep //. a. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter Cant. 523 Sho ioyed not..in 


vanytes of pis lyfe as our fonnyd maydyns dos now. 1388 
Wyciir £xod. xviii. 18 Thou art wastid with a fonned 


trauel. axzqoo-so Alexander 5513 A forned fantasy ban 
fell in his hert. cx1460 Yowneley Myst. 199 This fond 


foylle. 
suche communly be as dotrelles, whiche is a fonde byrde. 
1580 Lyty Huphues(Arb.) 241 He yat is young thinketh the 
olde man fond. 1650 FuLLER Pisgah uu. xii. 250 Never 
more to fright Children with fond tales of Bug-bears. 1681 
Guianvitt Sadducismus Ded., I am not fond enough to 
phancy any Art..to recommend it. @1703 Burxirr Oz 

. T. Heb. xi. 22 To dig mens’ bones out of their graves, 
to enshrine them..is fond and ridiculous. a@1748 Warts 
Iniprov. Mind u. iii. § 8, I am not so fond as to think 
I have [etc.]. 1798 W. Hurron Awtodiog. 36 Seized with 
a fond fit of farming, I took the place into my own hands. 
1831 CARLYLE Sart. Res. u. ii. (1872) 65 Writing from the 
abundance of his own fond ineptitude. 1832 Hare in 
Philol. Mus. 1.247 An attempt to settle its age cannot with 
any justice be censured as a fond waste of time in mere 
literary trifling. 1847-8 H. Mitter First Jmpr. viii. (1857) 
129 Evangelistic Dissent was fond enough to believe the 
cause a common one. 1855 Ropinson Whitby Gloss., Fond, 
foolish, weakminded. 

quasi-adv, 1601 Suaxs. Ad/’s IWell 1. iii. 76 Fond done, 
done fond, was this King Priams ioy. 

3. In stronger sense: Idiotic, imbecile, mad; 


also, dazed. + With zo: Mad for. Ods. exc. dial.’ 


¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 6182 The pepull of Poyem..were fond 
to the fight. 1483 Cath. Angel. 137/t Fonde, arepticius, 
astrosus, 1640 Durh, VestryBks. (Surtees) 303 For puttinge 
fond Allye’s child to nursinge..1s, 4d. 1781 J. Hurron Tour 
to Caves Gloss., Fond, silly, stupid like an ideot. 1876 AZid- 
Yorksh, Gloss., Fond, silly. ‘\'dadizziness in my head that 
turned me fair fond.’ 

+4. Of things: Valued only by fools, trifling, 
trivial. Ods. 

1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. 11. ii. 149 Ile bribe you.. Not 
with fond Sickles of the tested gold. 1645 Ussuer Body 
Div. (1647) 239 When we sweare by .. bread, salt, fire, and 
many fond trashes. 

5. a. Of persons, their actions and attributes : 
Foolishly tender; over-affectionate, doting. In 
later use without reproachful sense: Affectionate, 


loving, tender. 

1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 106 A cooling Carde for Philau- 
tus and all fond louers. 1641 Hinne ¥. Bruen x. 34 Fond 
affection without moderation. 1749 Werstey Wks. (1872) 
XIII. 162 A loving husband is a very amiable character. 
A fond one I think is not so. 1759 Rosertson Hist. Scot. 
I. 10 A hero to whom the fond admiration of his country- 
men hath ascribed many fabulous acts of prowess. 1766 
Gotpsm. Vic. W. xxii, I called up the many fond things 
I had to say. 1816 J. Witson City of Plague 1. iii. 60 
She..in the light Of her fond parents’ love was fostered. 
1854 Mrs. Ouirnanr Magd. Hepburn III. 285 Ritchie is 
fond, and loves to see me fair arrayed. : 

b. Of opinions, sentiments, etc.: Cherished or 
entertained with strong or unreasoning affection. 

1635 N. R. Camden's Hist. Eliz. (an. 21) u.200 Don John 
-. resigned his fond ambition. 1683 Soame & DrybeN tr. 
Boileau’s Art of Poetry 1. 63 In vain their fond Opinions 
you deride, With their lov’d Follies they are satisfy’d. 1750 
Carte Hist. Eng. I1. 337 Edward’s .. fond opinion of his 
own capacity. 1842 Aspy Water Cure (1843) 212 A practice 
which. .holds out a hope of giving an enduring reality to 
his fondest wishes. 187x Macpurr Mem. Patmos ix. 112 
To defraud His servant of his fond expectation. 1872 
Ruskin Zagie’s N.§ 121 Children..Bred..by their parents, 
in the fond poverty of learning. 





1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 63 b, And - 
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6. Const. of (formerly +o): Having strong 
affection or liking for (a person or thing, a pursuit, 
etc.) 

1590 Suaks, Aids, N11. i. 266 He may proue More fond on 
her, then she vpon her loue. x160x Hottanp Pliny I. 231 
The she Apes. .are wonderous fond of their little ones. 1615 
Latuam Falconry (1633) 32 Many Hawks .. grow fond on 
them or him that doe,.bring them vp. 1665 Boyte Occas. 
Ret. w. ii. (1845) 175 So fond of the Sun. 1754 RicHarp- 
son Grandison I. xii, 68, I am fond of talking to this young 
Lady. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) V. 2904 They feed 
upon all sorts of grain, but are fondest of millet-seed. 1801 
Strutt Sports & Past. 1.i. 4 Aidgar .. was extremely fond 
of the sports of the field. 1833 Hr. Martineau Berkeley 
the Banker 1.ix. 169 Lewis has made his uncle and aunt very 
fond of him already. 

+b. With of: Possessed with admiration for, 
proud of. Ods. 

170z Rowe Tamer?, Ded., There is no part in your Lord- 
ship’s Character but what the World would be fond of. 
1754 Ricnarpson Grandison I.i. 3 He is a vain creature 
you know, and seemed fond of what he had written, 

+7. Eager for (some object), desirous of, or 
strongly inclined to (an action). Const. of 
Obs. 


1552 Hutort, Fonde or desierous. 1594 Suaxs. Lucy. 
134 Those that much couet are with gaine so fond. 1666 
Marvett Corr. Wks, 1872-5 II. liv.rgt The redemption of the 
chimney-money at eight years purchase we are very fond of. 
1689 Lurrrety Brief Rel. (1857) I. 604 Many persons have 
blamed duke Schonberg for not fighting the Irish army, 
which our men seem’d so fond of. 1719 De For Crusoe 
(1840) I. xx, They would be fond of buying it. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) I. 16 The man was not fond of 
marrying at all. 1760 GoLpsm. Cit. World cxi, People are 
naturally fond of going to paradise at as small expense as 
possible. 1772 Foote Nadod unt. (1778) 63, I fancy he will 
not be very fond of prolonging his visit. 1779 BurKEe Cory. 
(1844) II. 256 Sentiments which no being in human form 
could. .be fond of owning. 

b. With Zo and zu. (rarely with that): Having 
a liking, eager, glad to (do something). Now 
rare. 

All the examples in r9th c. and nearly all those in late 18th 
c. are from Scottish writers. 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov. (1867) 3 Both these, for loue to 
wed with me fond are. 1587 FLeminc Contn. Holinshed 
III. 1582/2, I find no great cause I should be fond to liue. 
1695 Birackmore Py. Arth. 1, 738 They all seem fond to 
wear the Martyr’s Crown. 1734 Watts Relig. Fev. (1789) 
106 We are so fond to appear always in the right, 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) V. 376 Nor could I be fond 
that they should see you. 1766 Gotpsm. Double Trans- 
Jorm. 53 Fond to be seen, she kept a bevy Of powdered 
coxcombs at her levy. 1769 Rosertson Chas. V, VI. vi. 59 
They are fond to interpret it as an omen of the bloody war 
that followed. 1826 Literary Souvenir 198 The bravest of 
the two is fond to whistle, that he may keep up the courage 
of his comrade. 1883 Brackte in 19f% Cent. Apr. 607 
‘The year of Charlie’, as the Highlanders are fond to call 


it. 

8. Comb., as fond-blind, -concetted, -hardy, -like, 
-sparkling, adjs.; fond plough =/ool-plough : see 
Foot sé. 6. 

1594 BarnrieLp Affect. Sheph, 1. xxiv. (Arb.) 16 Be thou 
*fond-blinde..Thou are my Loue. 1590 GREENE Ov/. Fur. 
Wks. (Rtldg.) 109/x Follower of *fond-conceited Phaeton. 
1659 TorriANo, Corvivo .. *fond-hardie. 1632 BRoME 
Northern Lass u. ii, Mine Vncle and he fell on other talke, 
of Lords and Ladies, and many *fond-like things. 1889 
Barrie Window in Thrunes xix, But she saw ’at he laid it on 
the fire fell fond-like. 1788 W. Marsuatt Yorksh. Gloss., 
*Fond-plufe. 1831 Howitt Seasons (1854) 43 The custom of 
the..Fond Plough. 1786 Burns Vou wild mossy Mountains 
vi, But kindness ..in the *fond-sparkling e’e, Has lustre 
outshining the diamond to me. 

+B. absol. and sb. A foolish person, a fool. 

1519 Horman V2¢/g. 19 It is vnlucky with fondis to do on the 
lyft sho first. 1575 CHuRcHYARD Chipfes (1817) 45 The fond 
will read awhile, but cares for nought. 

+ Fond, v. Obs. Also 6 fonde. [f. Fonp a.] 

1. intr. To play the fool ; to become foolish. 

21830 Exam. W. Thorpe in Foxe A. & MM. (1563) 164/2 
And the clarke sayde. I fonded, and that I sayde not 
truthe. Zézd. Thou wouldest make vs to fonde with the. 
a1541 Wyatt 7 Penit. Ps. Poet. Wks. (1861) 208 The sword 
shall pierce the heart of such that fonds. 

2. Const. ov, over, upon. To entertain a fond or 
foolish affection for; to dote upon. Also szmply, 
to display fondness. 

1530 Patscr. 553/2, 1 fonde, or dote upon a thyng for in- 
ordynate love. 1567 Turserv. Ovid's Epist. 154 Whilst 
thou..did fonde on Phyllis. 1590 Frenne Frutes 1. 53 
Immoderately fonding over wife, sonne, daughter. 1601 
Suaxs. Zwel. N. u. ii. 35 My master loues her deerely, 
And I (poore monster) fond asmuch on him. 

3. trans. To make a fool of; to befool. 

1340 Hyrve tr. Vives’ Instr. Chr. Won. 1. xvi. Sib, They 
dote and fonde [L. dementant] good yonge men. @ 1547 
Surrey 42xeid wv. 489 Did I not him.. fonded [demens] 
eke invest Of halfe my realme? 1566 Dranr Hovace’s 
Sat, iv. B viij, Love of goods, or love of rule doth fonde 
him now and then. 1867 — Horace’s Epist. i. Ciij, Such 
follye fondes a man and fondly makes him roue. 

4. To show fondness for; to caress, fondle. 

1676 Drypen Aurengz. iv. i, Howe’r unjust your jealousie 
appear..I’ll fond it, as the froward Child of Love. 1697 
= 4ineid 1. 962 The Tyrian hugs, and fonds thee on her 

reast. 

b. To beguile; also to beguile Zo (disaster). 

1627-77 Fertuam Resolves. xxvi. 45 The Meretricious 
world Lae our cheeks, and fonds us to a cozening fail. 
1682 SouTHERNE Loyal Brother u, My poor heart Would 
fain be fonded with the hopes of rest. 











FONDLING. 


Hence Fonded ##/. a., a. deluded, foolish; b. 
fondly loved. Fo-nding wé/. sb., fondness. 

1566 Drant Horace’s Sat. ii. Bb, They, the sillye fonded’ 
fooles, Do feaste him. 1665 R. B. Comment on 2 Tales 
99 Put on a smooth Brow, and feign a kind of Fonding, 
1701 STEELE Chr. Hero ut. 52 A brighter diadem than ever 
Fortune bestowed on the most fonded. .of her favourites. 

Fond : see Fanp v. Oés., to attempt, try, etc. 

Fond, obs. pa. t. Finp: obs. form of Founp v.1 

|| Fonda (fpnda). [Sp. fonda from Arab,: see 
Fonpuk.] Ahotel,an inn (inSpain orSp. countries). 

1826 Cart. Heap Pampas 127 They then came into the 
yard of the Fonda (inn). 1877 B. Harve Story of a Mine 
iii, He plunged into the first Fonda at the wayside. 

| Fondaco (fpndako). Also 6 fondego, 7 
fundaco. [It., ad. Arab.; see Fonpuk.] An 
inn; also, in North Africa, +a building containing 
a merchant’s residence and sale rooms. 

1599 Haxtuyt Voy. II. 183 At the death of one of their 
marchants in Alexandria..the French Consul Vento sealing 
up his fondego and chamber tooke under his seal his goods. 
1632 Litucow 7rav. 1x. 385 A Fundaco or Inne. 1833 J. H. 
Newman Ze?#z. (1891) I. 397 The landlady of the fondaco 
asked me if I was going to Paris. 


Fondak : see Fonpux. 

Fondant (fpndant). [a. Fr. fondant sb. and 
pr. pple. of fondre to melt.] A sweetmeat made 
chiefly in France: (see quots.). Also attrid. 

1877 Lucycl. Brit. VI, 257 Fondants..are made from 
solutions boiled to the point of crystallization, properly 
coloured and flavoured, and cast into moulds made of 
starch. 1892-4 Encycl. Cookery (Garrett) I. 602/1 Hondants. 
This term has become familiar to us for kinds of soft 
sweets that ‘melt’ in the mouth, dz. 602/2 Divide the 
Fondant-paste into two portions. 

Fondary: see FounpRY. 

Fondement, obs. form of FUNDAMENT. 

Fonding: see Fanpine, Founpine v0/. sds. 


Fondish (fpndif), a. [f Fonp a. + -Isu.] 
Somewhat fond. b. dal. (See quot. 1876.) 

1834 J. Witson in Blackw. Mag. XXXV. 860 An old 
man..fondish of literature. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Fondish, 
shallow in point of intellect; whimsical. 

Fondle (fpnd’l), v. [frequentative of Fonp v. 
Cf. DANDLE, FADDLE.] 

+1. tvans. To treat with fond indulgence; to 
cocker, pamper. Also, to bring Zo (a state or 
condition) by indulgence. Also with wp. Ods. 

1694 DrypENn Love Triumphant u. i, Ximena, you have 
fondled him to this. 1721 Amuurst Terrve-Vilius No. 8 
Piz Where one would stand it out..twenty chose rather to 
be fondled up, and call’d mother’s nown boys at any 
expence. 1732 BotincsrokE in Swift's Let¢, (1766) II. 157 
You shall be nursed, fondled, and humoured. 1757 Jonson 
Rambler No. 175 %5 Every day sends out, in quest of 
pleasure ..some heir fondled in ignorance, 1789 Map. 
D’Arsiay Left. Apr., I knew you would..fondle them 
(poultry] like your children. | 

2. To handle or treat with fondness; to caress. 


Also, to press fondly Zo (the heart). 

1796 H. Hunter tr. St.-Pierve’s Stud. Nat. (1799) Il. 52 
The sheep, which he fondled when a lamb. 1832 W. Irvinc 
Alhanibra 11. 36 The prince fondled it to his heart. ‘ Happy 
bird’, said he. 1859 KincsLey JZisc. (1860) I. 282 To fondle 
the reptile is to be bitten by it. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
vii. § 3. (1876) 363 Elizabeth. .fondled her ‘sweet Robin’, 
Lord Leicester, in the face of the court. 

fig. 1818 Keats Exdynt. 1. 311 Zephyr..Fondles the 
flower amid the sobbing rain. 


3. intr. To behave, play or speak fondly; to 


toy ; also }to bestow caresses 072. 

1720 Gay Work for a Cooper 78 He..fondled on her like 
his child. 1727 Porr, &c., Art of Sinking 102 He fondles 
like a. mere stammerer. 1773 Gotpsm. Stoops to Cong. 
1v. (Globe) 667/2 Fondling together, as I’m alive. 1840 
Dicxens Old C. Shop i, ‘ Foolish Nell’, said the old man 
fondling with her hair. 1880 G. Merepitu Trag. Com. 74 
Unable to take such services without rewarding him, she 
fondled. oe 
Jig. 1836 Lanvor Pericles § Aspasia liti, Sighs full often 
fondle with reproofs. 1874 LowrLtL Agasszz 11. lvii, Per- 
suasion fondled in his look and tone. 

Hence Fondled #//. a. Also Fo‘ndle sé., an act 


of fondling. Fo'ndler, one who fondles. 

1755 Jounson, Fondler. 1788 C. Reeve Zxiles III. 169 
Those fondled and spoiled children, who are disagreeable to 
all others, 1833 Lams Zia (1860) 419 It was a stranger to 
the patient fondle, the hushing caress. 1876 Miss Yonce 
Womankind xviii. 135 Whether the elder brother starts as 


_.. the champion and fondler. 


Fondlesome (fp:nd'lsim), a. [f. Fonpbx v. + 
-somr.] Addicted to fondling. 

1835 BeckrorD ecol/, 36 Turtle doves were never more 
fondlesome. 


Fondling (fpndlin), v7. 5d. [f. Fonpie v. + 
-ING!,] The action of the vb. FonDLE; an affec- 


tionate handling ; a fond gesture. 


_ 1714 Manpevitte Fad. Bees (1733), II. 2xx The various 


expressions of their fondness for their infants, which fon- 
dling of them ever increases, 1781 MicKkLe Svege of Mar- 
seilles 1. iv, Cyrus made no. .amorous fondling To fan her 
pride. 1886 Haxt Caine Sox of Hagar. 1, Embraced each 
other with the quiet fondling of lambs. 


Fondling (fpndlin). [f. Fonp a. +-L1vG.] 
+1. A ‘fond? or foolish person. Also ¢ransf. of 


animals, Oés. 
c1440 York Myst. xix. 157 Pan schall pat fandelyng felle 
Be-lyue his bliss schall blynne. 1547-64 Bautpwin Mor, 
Philos, (Palfr.) 56 The vicious & rich faulty yapenad 
=—2 


FONDLING. 


whom common-weales are destroyed. 1589 NasHe Anat. 
Absurd. 29 How farre are these fondlings from imitating 
Crates the Philosopher. 1594 CHapman Shadow of Night 
Eja, Thou and thy Nimphs shall .. mocke the fondling, for 
his mad aspire. 1613-16 W. Browne Brit. Past. 11. 1, See 
how yonder fondlings teare Their fleeces in the brakes. 1674 
N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv.'To Rdr., I should lacken it .. by 
making such a Fondling the Penman ofit. 1781 J. HuTron 
Tour to Caves Gloss., Fondling, an ideot. 

2. One who is fondly loved; one who is much 
fondled or caressed; a pet. Also jig. Now zare. 

1640 H. Mitt Nights Search 128 When this Spark is from 
his Fondling gone. 1692 L’Estrance Fadles No. 248 
Partiality ina Parent is commonly Unlucky. .for Fondlings 
are in danger to be made Fools. 1699 Locke Hum. Und. 
(ed. 4) Iv. xix. § 16 That may shew it [an opinion] to be a 
Fondling of our own. 1702 Rowr Yammer. 11. i, 1059 The 
Fondling once of her dear Father’s Arms, 1788 Map. 
D’Arsiay Diary 5 Jan., Frogs. .kept in glasses for fondlings 
and favourites. 1834 SourHry Doctor ix, He became his 
father’s companion imperceptibly as he ceased to be his 
fondling. 

Fondling (fpndliyn), af/. a. [f. FonDLE v. + 
-IncG2.] That fondles; caressing, endearing. 

1676 GLANVILL Seasonable Ref?.207 What can the fondling 
flesh and the world do for thee? cx1704 Prior Henry § 
Emma 65 He call’d her. .his Nut-brown Maid, The friends 
and tenants took the fondling word. 1768 Gotpsm. Good-1, 
Max w. i, I will discard the fondling hope from my bosom. 
1798 Map. D’Arstay Let. Mar., He. .called out in a fondling 
manner. 1821 Crare Vill. Minstr. I. 27 His chuff cheeks 
dimpling in a fondling smile. 1824 Miss Mirrorp Vd/age 
Ser. 1. (1863) 211 By that fondling nursery name she best liked 
to be called. 1850 Kincstey At. Locke i. (1879) 13 And 
spoke to my mother in a fondling, patronizing way. 

Hence Fo'ndlingly adv. 

1835 New Monthly Mag. XLV. 80 She clings fearingly 
and fondlingly to Lablache. 

Fondling, obs. form of FounDLING. 

Fondly, aa. rare. [f Fonp a. + -tx1] 
Fond ; + foolish. Hence Fondliness, fondness. 

1587 M. Grove Pelops §& Hipp. (1878) 77 Leaue such 
fondly toyes. 1852 J. B. Owen in Talbot AZeliora Ser. 1. 
135 The fond old man. .squeezed [her hand] with a fondlier 
emotion than usual, 1821 Vew Monthly Mag. 1.646 Bright 
partners of the sky, each other’s gloom Cheering with smile 
of mutual fondliness. 

Fondly (fp:ndli), adv. [f. Fonp a.+-1y2.] 

+1. Foolishly. Ods. 

€ 1340 Cursor IM. 16461 (Laud) Iudas beheld & sie how 
fondly they with hym dalt. [Doubtful; MS. is 15th c.] 
1401 Pol. Poents (Rolls) I1. 97 Thou feynest fonnedli that 
oure Lord we sclaundre. 1483 Cath. Angi, 137 Fondely, 
stulte. 1551 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. ix. 23 Suche 
other thynges as menne be wont to doe verye fondly. 1634 
Forp P. Warbeck w. iv, He fondly angles who will hurl his 
bait Into the water, ’cause the fish. .dares not bite. 1648 Jos. 
Beaumont Psyche xix. xxx, Still thy Adventure’s manage- 
ment debases The fondly-founded credit of thy Bliss. 

2. With self-pleasing or affectionate credulity. 

1762 Gotpsm, Cit. W, xlvii. (1837) 189 You would fondly 
persuade me that my former lessons still influence your con- 
duct. 1805 Worpsw. Predude m1. 482 That they needs Must 
keep to all, as fondly all believe, Their highest promise. 
1824 W. Irvine 7. Trav. II. 12, I will henceforth .. 
endeavour to be all that she fondly imagined me. 1851 
Grapstone Glean. VI. Ixix. 45, I..am fondly perhaps but 
yet firmly assured [etc.]. 1862 Lorp Broucuam B7it, Const. 
x. 131 [The English] have fondly traced the origin of our free 
institutions to the most remote ages. 1885 Law Times 
LXXIX. 159/r Legal learning is not, we fondly hope, a 
thing of the past. 

3. Affectionately, lovingly, tenderly. Also, with 
show of affection, caressingly. 

1593 Suaks. Rich. I/, 1. ii. 9 As a long parted Mother 
with her Child, Playes fondly with her teares, 1737-8 
SavacEe Volunteer Laureat v1. 9 To be or fondly or severely 
kind.. Parents shall learn from Hen 1757 Foote Author 1, 
Wks. 1799 I. 13x You loved her, Sir.. Fondly.—Nay, 
foolishly. 1797-1800 Cotrertpce Chvistabel Poems (1862) 
287 Fondly in his arms he took Fair Geraldine. 1870 
E. Peacook Ralf Skird. 111. 95 He never looked on her so 
fondly as now. 

Fondness (fp'ndnés). [f. Fonp a. +-NuSS.] 
: 1. Foolishness, folly ; * weakness ; want of sense or 
judgement’ (J.); an instance ofthis. Ods. exc. dial. 

c1380 Wycuir Wks. (1880) 266 Pei seyn pat be speche of 
holy writt is fals bat reuersib here owenefonnydnesse. 1434 
Misyn Mending of Life 116 Slike lufe truly in be begyn- 
nyng is labyr & fondnes. 1460 Carcrave Chyron., 6 Hen. 
ZIT (Rolls) 151 In his fonnednesse he wold sey that he was 
so arayed for savacion of the world, 1533 Fritx Answ. 
More Gj, It were fondnes to fayne that the soule did other 
wise eate then do the Angellys in heauen. 1609 C. BurLer 
Fem. Mon. iv. (1623) Hj, Others seeing the fondnesse of 
this opinion haue..taught that the Drone is a different 
species. @1797 H. Wavrote Aen. Geo. IT (1847) I. iv. 85 
Lord Lincoln. .was the mimic of his fulsome fondnesses and 
follies. 1855 Rosinson Whitby Gloss., Hondness, foolishness, 

2. Foolish affection; unreasoning tenderness. 

1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 76 Persons..which suffer 
themselves to be overcome with such passions and fondness 
in their mourning. 1678 Cupwortu Jntell. Syst. 889 
Neither his goodness being Fondness, nor his Justice 
Cruelty. 1702 Eng. Theophrast. 4 The players. .like their 
parts to a Fondness. 1727 Gay Fadéles 1. iii. 31 By partial 
fondness shown, Like you, we doat upon our own. ax1859 
Macautay Hist. Eng. V. 236 The object of her fondness 
was Spencer Cowper, who was already married. 

3. Affectionateness, tenderness. 

1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. u. iv. 28 The generall subiect 
to a wel-wisht king. .in obsequious fondnesse Crowd to his 
presence, 1703 Aules of Civility 25 Itis not discreet for 
4@ man to express too much Fondness of his Wife before 
Company. 1727 Swirr To very yng. Lady Wks. 1755 II. 
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u. 41, I must likewise warn you..against the least degree 
of fondness to your husband before any witness whatsoever. 
1782 Han. More Moses 1. 5 A mother’s fondness reigns 
Without arival. 1838 Lytron AZice 1. iii, The curate. .was 
not insensible to the fondness of his beautiful pupil. 1868 
Hevrs Realmah xv. (1876) 400 The fondness of her words 
did not console him. 

4. Instinctive or unreasoning liking or par- 
tiality; strong inclination, propensity or desire. 


Const. for, + of, + to, also | Zo with z7/f- 

1654 Hammonp Fundamentals xviii, Through indulgence 
to others, or fondness to any sinne in themselves. 1665 
Boyte Occas. Refi. x. (1845) 335 So conspicuous is this 
Creatures fondness of Light. 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 1 
px They have a restless fondness for satisfying the world in 
the Mistakes [etc.]. 1735 Mrs. WHITEwAy Swi/t's Lett, (1768) 
IV, 14x Mr. ’s great fondness to get his wife home, was 
to stop a prosecution she had begun against him.” 1754 
Ricuarpson Grandison I, viii. 40 Will he not attribute all 
I shall repeat of this sort..to that fondness of admiration. 
1841 ELpuinstone Hist. Jud. 11. 314 He showed no fond- 
ness for war. 1885 CLopp Myths § Dr. 1. v.94 The fond- 
ness of the negro races .. for such fables is well known, 

Fondon. (See quot.) 

1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., Fondon, a large copper 
vessel, in which hot amalgamation is practiced. 

Fondre, obs. Sc. form of FOUNDER v. 

+ Fondrel. Ods. vare—1. [f. Fonp a.; ? after 
analogy of ScouNDREL, etc.] A simpleton, ninny. 

1614 Sco. Venus (1876) 27 No lisping tongue that fondrels 
count a grace. 


Fondu (fond). Also fondus. [a. F. fondu sing., 
Jondus pl., pa. pple. of fondre to melt.] (See quots.) 

1848 Craic, Fondus (fondant, melting, Fr.), that parti- 
cular kind of painting on calico, paper-hangings, &c., in 
which the colours are blended in each other. 1875 Uvre's 
Dict. Arts I11. 479 The fondu or rainbow style of paper- 
hangings is produced [etc.]. 

| Fondue (fond). Cookery. Also erron. 
fondu. [ad. F. fondue, f. fondre to melt.] A dish 
composed of melted cheese with eggs, etc. 

1878 Cassell’s Dict. Cookery s.v., The fondu will rise very 
much, 1892-4 Eucycl. Cooking (Garrett) I. 602/2 Fondues, 
these very favourite French savouries are made of melted 
cheese. 1895 Daily News 8 Jan. 6/4 Omelettes and fondues 
are equally dependent on this celerity of serving. 

|| Fonduk (fp:nduk). Also 8 funduck, 9 fon- 
dak. See also Fonpaco. [Arab. $325 fundug 
an inn, ad. Gr. maySoxos, maydoxevs innkeeper 
(whence ravdoxetov inn).] In North Africa; A 


hotel, an inn, 

1704 J. Pitts Acc. Mohammetans 157 A Court, or Funduck, 
as they term it. 1883 Acadenzy 20 Jan. 44/2 We drove from 
Tunis to Susa, spending a night on the way at the fonduk 
of Bir-el-Bitah. 1891 Hatt Caine Scagegoat xx, Between 
the village of Lemsa and the fondak which lies on the road 
to Tangier. 

+ Fone. Ods. rave—*. In 5 foine. [Of obscure 
origin and meaning; the oz stands for @.] 

c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 343 He was thi fode, thi 
faryst foine, Thi luf, thi lake, thi lufsom son. 

Fone, obs. form of Frw and obs. pl. of Fox. 

Fonel, Fong(e, obs. ff. Funnet, Fane v.1 

+ Fo'nkin. Ods. [f. Fon+-xin.] A little fool. 

sot Fraunce Vuychurch 1 i, If thou couldst, nay 
wouldst (and who would not, but a fonkin ?) 

Fonly, Fonnish: see Fon sd. and a. 

Font (font), sb.1 Forms: 1 font, fant, 2-6 
funt(e, Orm. funnt (4 fant), 4-7 fount(e, (4 
foun3t, fownte), 5-6 fonte, 2- font. [OE. font, 
fant, ad. Eccl. Lat. font-em or fontes (baptism), 
lit. ‘ fountain’ or ‘ fountains (of baptism)’, a specific 
use of L. font-em, fons: see Fount. In ME, the 
compound Font-stonE had the same sense. In 
sense 3 it may be regarded as a different word, a 
var. of Fount, refashioned after the Lat. etymon. 

Cf, also F. fonts pl. (OF. fonce), Pr. font, Pg. and OSp. 
Jonte (mod.Sp. fuente), It. foute, of same meaning. Prob. 
by adoption from Eng., the word appears early in other 
Teut. langs.: OF ris. font, funt, MDu. voxte (mod. Du. in 
comb, doopvont, from doop baptism), ON funt-r (Sw. funt, 
dopfunt, Da. font, dobfont).) 

A. A receptacle, usually of stone, for the water 
used in the sacrament of baptism. Also, fost of 
baptisnt, baptismal font. To stand at font for (a 
person) : to be sponsor to. 

c1000 Canons Atlfric xxxvi, Ne do man nenne ele to 
pam fante. a@x175 Cott. Hom.241 Alc cristen man anon se 
stepo up of be funte wer he ifulled is. axzz25 St. Marher. 1 
Euch ifulhet in font obe almihti federes nome. ¢1380 Sir 
Ferumb, 548 Y-vollid on be haly fant. 1447 Boxennam 
Seyntys (Roxb.) 111 Crystnyd I was in a funt of stoon. 
1523 Lp. Berners Frozss. I. ccccii. 698 They .. brake 
downe the fownte wherin the erle was christned. 1611 
Coryat Crudities 35 A Font of baptisme, made of porphyrie 
stone. @1658 CLEVELAND Zo 7. C.14 A gray Bark That 
stood at Font for Noah’s Ark. 1756-7 Keysler’s Trav. 
(1760) 490 The large marble font is divided by four parti- 
tions. 1865°Kincstey //evew. Prel. 6 The curse which 
Dunstan had pronounced against him at the baptismal font. 

b. f/. (with singular sense). rare. (Cf. Fr. fonts, 
Eccl. Lat. fontes a font.) 

The pl. has been explained as referring to the compound 
fonts of several basins found in some early baptisteries. But 
prob. /ontes baptism, originally meant only ‘the fountains 
(i.e. the waters) of baptism’, the application as the name of 
the vessel being secondary. 

1877 J. D. Cuambers Div. Worship 186 The Fonts at the 
West end of the Nave. 








FONTANELLE. 


2. transf. a. A receptacle for holy water. b. 


The reservoir for ofl in a lamp. 

1542-5 Brinxtow Lament. (1874) 100 The wyne wyll 
waxe sower and stincke, as doth their holy water in the 
founte by longe kepinge. 1644 Ord. Pardt. in Vestry Bks. 
(Surtees) 322-3 Noe Copes, Surplices. .or Holy water Fonts, 
to be any more used. 1872 O. Suiptey Gloss. Eccl. Terms, 
Holy Water Font. 1891 Sale Catal. Glass Wks., Stour- 
bridge, Two hundred and fifty-five lamp fonts. 

3.=Fount. Now only oer. 

1611 Coryat Crudities 26 Delicate fonts and springes. 
1658 J. Jones Ovid's [bis 2nd Ded., On Parnasse hill rose 
the Nectarian Font. 1735 SoMERVILLE Chase Ul. 342 
Adown His tortur’d Sides the Crimson Torrents roll From 
many a gaping Font. ¢1750 Suenstone Zdegies i. 46 Near 
font or stream, in meditation, rove. 1878 B. TayLor 
Deukalion w. ii, The font Bubbling and brightening with 
an inward life, Spins up in silver, tinkling as it falls. 

4. attrib. and Comb., as font-cloth, -cover, -taper, 
-vat; also font-name, (one’s) baptismal name}; 
+font-wife, ?a woman appointed to collect 


donations at baptisms. 

1553 Juv. in Trans. Essex Archeol. Soc. (1884) 10 Itm. 
a *ffownte clothe. 1885 R. W. Dixon Hist. Ch. Eng. III. 
450 Font-cloths with altar-cloths. @1661 Futter Worthies, 
Hartfordshire 11. (1662) 20 Seeing his own *font-name was 
a Papall one. 1679 Burner Hist. Ref. (1865) I. 150 note, 
It seems unlikely that he [Bonner] alone in the grace 
should be written by his font name when all the others 
were by their surname. 1519 in W. L. Nash Churchw. 
Acc. St. Giles, Reading (Camden) 5, Ij standerds and the 
*ffont taper. cxooo in Thorpe Ags. Honz. 11. 268 Heden 
cild.. bid zebroht synfull..to Gam “*fant-fete. c¢1220 
Bestiary 108 Naked [he] falled in Se funt-fat, and cumed 
ut al newe. 1569 Churchw. Acc. Stanford in Antiquary 
Apr. (1888) 169 Eliza Yat..and Elenor Sauere were chossen 
*fount wyeffs this yer, but the gathered nothing this yer. 


Font (font), 5.2 Also 7 fonte. fad. Fr. 
Sonte, £. fondre to melt, cast. ] 
1. a. The action or process of casting or founding. 


iit. and fig. rare. b. concr. Cast iron, 

1578 Zuventories (1815) 249 Ane moyane of fonte markit 
with the sallamandre having ane new stok without yron 
werk. 1676 Marve, Mr. Smirke 34 A Sermon..that was 
preached before His Majesty, and by his special command 
to be Printed, is it seems making over again, there having 
been sure some error in the Fonte. 1883 C. C, Perkins 
Ital. Sculpt. 273 When the figure was ready to be cast in 
bronze, Michelangelo seems suddenly to have remembered 
that, as he knew nothing of the processes of the font, he 
could not [etc.]. 


2. Printing. (In England usually Fount, q.v.) 
+Font, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] «trans. To 


‘christen’, name. 

1652 Persuasive to Compliance 17 Flattery, rather then 
Truth, fonted them Fathers of their Country. @1659 
Osporn Queries Wks. (1673) 593 It being likelier to have 
been the voice of Custom than Reason that fonted a bare 
Knowledge in Tongues with the title of Learning, 

Fontal (fpntal), a. and sd, [ad. med.L. fontalis, 
f. font-, fons Fount, Font.] 

A. adj. 1. Of or pertaining to a fountain or 
spring ; coming as from a spring. rare. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. azz71r Ken Hymn. Evang. 
Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 69 O Jesu..Stream from thy fontal 
Fulness a small Rill, My soul to purify..and fill. 1753 
Cuampers Cycl. Suppl. s.v. Alga, The alga’s are some 
marine. .others fontal, growing in springs. 1822 T. TayLor 
Apuleius 11. 58 She made a libation..with fontal water. 
1855 Baitey JZystic 85 Within whose veins condensed the 
essential dew Flows fontal. : 

2. Pertaining to the source of anything; that is 
the source of other things; original, primary. 

1677 GaLe Crt. Gentiles I. 1v. 272 The fontall Unitie and 
infinite Abyss of his own Essence. a 1711 Ken Hy7un.Evang. 
Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 135 When Godhead Fontal and Deriv’d, 
co-breath. 1793 T. Taytor Orat. Fulian 30 The fontal 
sun, then, subsists in Jupiter the perfect artificer of the 
world, 1817 CoLeripce Biog. Lit. 95 The fontal truths 
of natural religion. 1858 E. Caswatt Masque of Mary 16 
Hail, Mother of all ages! fontal source of humankind. 
1883 A. Roperts O. 7. Revision vii. 139 Whence was that 
fontal text derived? 

3. Pertaining to the font, baptismal. 

21797 CoLertpGE Poens, Christen. Friend's Child i, This 
day among the faithful placed, And fed with fontal manna. 
1846 KesLte Lyva [unoc. (ed. 3) 6 The fontal wave To each 
apart the glory gave, Washing us clean. 

B. sb. +1. Source, ‘ well-spring’ (fig.). Ods. 
ax71r Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 379 Love’s 
the propensive Fontal of our Wills. 

2. Her. (see quot, 1828-40). 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. xvi. 365 A Sea Nymph.. 
resting her Arm upon a Water-pot or Fontall, from whence 
issues water all proper, 1828-40 Berry Lycycl. Her. 1. 
s. v., The gods of fountains and rivers and water nymphs 
are generally depicted with a water-pot from which flows 
the river they represent, which is termed a fontal. 

Hence Fo‘ntally adv. 

a1617 Bayne Diocesans Tryall (1621) 69 It presupposeth 
the power of jurisdiction to be given originally and fontally 
to one person of the Church, 


Fontanelle, fontanel (fpntane'l). Forms: 
6-8 fontenel(l(e, 6 fontynelle, 7 funtanel, 7-9 
fontanel(l(e, fontinel(l(e. [a. Fr. fontanelle 
(OF. fontanele, fontenele little fountain, also in the 
senses below), dim. of fontaine Fountain. Cf. It. 
JSontanella little fountain, also hollow of the neck.] 

1, Anat. +a. The hollow between two muscles. 


Mentioned as the appropriate place for the application of 
a seton or a cautery: cf. sense 2, 


FONTANGE. 


1541 R. Coptanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. wv. Pj, For 
that cause be the cetons & canteres [szc] done behinde the 
necke, and in the fontenelles of the lacertes where as one is 
deuyded from the other. /édéd. Pij, On the homoplate 
vnder the font[en]Jelles of the armes. /éid., On the 
fontynelles vnder the knee. 

b. One of several membranous spaces in the 
head of an infant which lie at the adjacent angles 
of the parietal bones. (Syd. Soc. Lex.) In some 
animals it is permanent. 

1741 Monro Anat. Bones (ed. 3) 71 That Part of the 
parietal and frontal Bones, where the Fonxtanelle is in 
Children. 1752 SmELLIE AZidwif I. 292 No perceiveable 
pulsation at the Montanelle. a1823 M. Batu Mss. (1825) 
I. 187, I opened the head at the anterior fontinel. 1872 
Mivarr Elem. Anat. 127 The transitory fontanelle of man 
is permanent in some animals, as in Sharks. 1875 Huxiry 
in Encycl. Brit. 1. 755/1 A large space (fontanelle) covered 
iS by membrane, which lies in the interorbital region [of the 
tog. nee 

+2. Med. An artificial ulcer or a natural issue for 
the discharge of humours from the body. Oés. 

1612 Woopatt Surgeon's Mate Wks. (1639) 7 The 
cauterizing Irons .. are good to make a funtanell or Issue in 
the hinder part of the head. 1676 Phil. Trans. X1. 742 
Fontinels or Issues naturally arising in the Arms and Feet. 
1779 Jounson Let. to Dr. Taylor 3 Aug., He has a fontanel 
in his back. 

b. In extended sense: An outlet for the dis- 
charge of secretions, etc. Often with mixture of the 
etymological sense ‘fount’. Also zvansf. and fig. 

1649 Jer. Taytor Gt. Exemp. Disc. i. § 9 Why hath nature 
given to Women two exuberant fontineles? 1650 — Holy 
Living ii. § 3 (z727) 75 The fontinel of whose desires hath 
been opened. 1660 WarerHousEe Arms & Ariz. 126 Whose 
fontenel sends forth matter with words. 17or C. WoLLry 
Frul. in New York (1860) 25 Nature.. purgeth it by 
Fontanels and Issues of running waters in its irriguous 
Valleys. 1848 R. E. Lannor Fountain of Arethusa ut, ii. 
§ 1 Through this narrow fontanel of perforated rock. 

|| Fontange (foitanz). Also 7 fountange. 
[Fr. fontange, f. Hontanges the territorial title of a 
mistress of Louis XIV.] A tall head-dress worn 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

1689 SHADWELL Bury F, 1, What d’ye lack, Ladies? fine 
mazarine Hoods, Fontanges, Girdles. 171 Appison Sfect. 
No. 98 P 1 These old-fashioned Fontanges rose an Ell 
above the Head, 1883 F.G Srepnens Catal. Prints Brit. 
Mus. 1V. 282 An ugly old one-eyed woman in a fontange. ° 

+Fontanier, Os. fad. Fr. fontainier, f. 
fontaine Fountain.] One in charge of a fountain 
or fountains. 

1641 Evetyn Diary (1871) 36 The hedge of water .. which 
the fontanier caused to ascend out of the earth. 1702 W. J. 
Brign's Voy, Levant xxxiv. 135 He lives at present at Loo 
--in the Quality of chief Fontanier. 

Fontful (fpntful). (f. Fonr 5d.1+-run.] As 
much as a font will hold. 

1386 Cuaucer Max of Law's T, 259 Thogh she a font- 
ful water with hir lede, 1866 BrackmorE Cradock Nowell 
iii, Labourers moistened their semi-regenerate clay with 
many a fontful of good ale, 

Fontlet (fpntlét). [f. Fon sd.14-1ur.] a. A 
little fountain. b. A little font (for baptism). 

1831 Lams Zéza Ser. u. Newspapers 35 Y. Ago, The tracing 
of some mighty waters up to their shallow fontlet. 1894 T. J. 
Barz Dict, Elem. Ritual v1. 52 In privately baptizing the 
officiant should pour water on the child. .not sprinkle it out 
of a toy called a ‘ fontlet’. 

+ Font-stone, Ods. [f. Font 5d.1 + Sronu.] 
The stone font used in baptism. 

e1175 Lamb. Hont. 149 Pet 3 habbed et be fonstan under- 
fonge. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 247 Of holy vantston. ¢1380 
Sir Ferumb. 548 Had he beo in crist be-leued, & fulled in 
holi fanston. 1426 AupreLay Poems 11 This foreward furst 
we mad at the fonsston, 1594? Greene Selimus Wks. 
1881-3 XIV, 267 They shal swear it vpon the font-stone. 

/ 4682 R. Burton Admirable Curiosities (1684) 121 As clean 
from my Sins as I was at the Font-stone. 1830 Scorr 
Demonol. v. 147 If she would but deny .. the faith she took 
at the font-stone. 

+Font-water. Os. [f. Fonr sd.1+ Warnr.] 
Water used in baptism. 

e1000 Sax, Leechd. 11. 350 Wyrc bonne drenc font weeter 
rudan saluian [etc.]. 1610 Be. Hatt Afol. Brownists Ded., 
One of them hath washt off thy font-water as vncleane. 
1656 J. Trarp Com. Fohn vi. 4g A man may go to hell 
with font-water on his face. 


Fonye, var. of For sd.1 Ods. 

Foo, obs. form of For. 

Food (fid), sb. Forms: 1 féda, 2-6 fode, 3 
south. vode, (4 fod), 3-6 fud(e, (4 Sc. fute, 5 
fotte, foyde, fudde, Sc. fwde, 6 fooade, Sc. 
fuid, fuode), 4-6 foode, 6- food. [OE. /éda wk. 
masc.; the exact equivalent (:—OTeut. type 
*fodon-) does not occur elsewhere ; the synonymous 
ON. fede str. neut., /eda wk. fem. (Sw. foda fem., 
Da. /ode), and Goth. fodeins str. fem., are derivatives 
of the cognate vb. OTeut. */0djan to Furp. The 
Teut. root */ad-, fod (whence also FoppER and 
the cognates there mentioned) represents OAryan 
*pat-, whence Gr, maréecOat, to feed.] 

. What is taken into the system to maintain life 
and growth, and to supply the waste of tissue ; 
aliment, nourishment, provisions, victuals. 

c1000 Aiirric Sigew, Interr.in Anglia VII. 34 On bere 


oore fleringe wzes heora nytena foda zelogod. a1225 Ancr, 
R. 260 He hefde uode ase ueol to him, «1300 Cursor J, 


> 


_brede called manna, 
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23084 (Cott.), I was hungre,yee gaf me fode. 1373 BARBOUR 
Bruce x. 189 Syndri cornys that thai bair Woxe rype to wyn 
tomannysfude. a@1400-50 Alexander 1174 Him moneste.. 
to send..fode for his oste. 1597 Hooxer Lced. Pol. v. xii. § 5 
Men at their owne home take common foode. @ 1687 WALLER 
Upon Roscommon’s Hor. 57 Vhey [ Bees] give us food, which 
may with nectar vie. 1789 G. Wuite Sedborne Let. xv, 
Worms are their usual food. 1798 Matruus Pofud. (1890) 
288 Want of food..the most efficient cause of the three 
immediate checks to population. 1860-1 FLo. NIGHTINGALE 
Nursing 46 A tea-cupful of some article of food. 
b. What is edible, as opposed to ‘ drink.’ 

1610 SHAKs, Tevz. 1, ii. 160 Some food we had and some 
fresh water. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. 1. 790 Simple his 
Bev'rage, homely was his Food. 1855 Macautay Hist. 
Eng. IV. 516 The crews had better food and drink than 
they had ever had before. 1859 Tennyson Evid 1138 And 
wine and food were brought. 

+e. Sustenance, ‘ livelihood’. Ods. 

«1066 Charter of Eadward (ATS. 14th c.) in Cod. Dipl. 
IV, 2x4 Ic wille Sat Set cotlif .. Se Leofcild .. bequad Crist 
and sainte Peter into Westminstre ligge undder into dare 
munece fodan ellswa he hit geude. 1393 Lanci. P. Pl. C. 
xvi. 19 Peter fysshed for hus fode and hus fere Andreu. 
1548 Forrest Pleas. Poesye 287 Which such may compell 
to earn their Fooade. a1605 Montcomeri£ Son. xvii, 
He that .. to mak faggots for his fuid is fane. 

d. Phrases: Zo be food for (an animal, worms) : 
to be a prey to, to be devoured by. Zo be food for 
Jishes: tobe drowned. Food for powder: fit only to 


be shot at or to die in battle. 

a1225 Ancy, R.276 Ne schalt tu beon wurmes fode? 1596 
Suaks. 1 Hen. IV, 1v. ii. 7 Good enough to tosse : foode for 
Powder, foode for Powder: they’le fill a Pit, as well as 
better. Jdzd. v. iv. 86 Hot. No Percy, thou art dust And 
food for— Prin. For Wormes, braue Percy. 1601 — 
A. Y, ZL. u. vi. 7. 1894 Riper Haccarp Mr. Meeson’s 
Will xxii, He was food for fishes now, poor fellow. 

e. An article of food; a kind of food. 

1393 Gower Conf, III. 26, I youshall reherce, How that my 
fodes ben diverse. ¢1449 Pecock Refsr. 1. v. 303 Hauyng 
foodis.. be we content. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 
1531) 5b, God sent from heuen a swete fode for theyr 
1617 Markuam Caval. 1. 56 In 
England ... we have so many choyces of good foodes. 1674 
N. Cox Gentl, Recreat. iv. (1677) 45 The larger the Pike 
the courser the food. 1754 Dict. Arts §& Sc. II. 1288 Foods 
proper for preserving health. 1887 Cassel/’s Ham. Physician 

11 What are the proper fuels, or foods, with which to supply 
it [the human machine]. 

2. With reference to plants: That which they 
absorb from the earth and air; nutriment. 

1759 tr. Duhamel’s Husb, 1, 1. (1762) 3 The proper food of 
the plant, 1765 A. Dickson Tveat. Agric. iii. (ed. 2) 5 The 
vegetation of plants is promoted by communicating to the 
earth their food. 1869 Roscom “lem. Chem. (1878) 372 
Plants possess the peculiar power of selection, by the roots, 
of the mineral constituents of food, 


3. fig. (In early use applied more widely than is 


now admissible.) 
¢1o00 in Thorpe Ags. Hon. 11. 396 Gif he hi forlat buton 
am godspellican fodan on heora andzite. c1175 Lamé. 
Hom, 63 Swa bi-houed pe saule fode, mid godes wordes mid 
gode mode. a@1300 Cursor M, 29058 (Cott.) Pat pi fast to saul 
fode mai falle. @1340 HAmpoLe Psalter cxxvii. 2 Trauels.. 
are now fode til soul. c1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 14 God, 
pou be my strengist fode. 1500-20 DunBar Poevzs |xxii. 
54 His face, the fude of angellis fre. 1538 StarKEY Lugland 
55 Nuryschyd wyth the spiritual fode of hys celestyal word. 
1595 SHaxs. Fohn 1. iv. 104 My faire sonne, My life, my 
ioy, my food, myall the world. 1600— A, Y. L. tv. ill. 102 
Orlando. .Chewing the food of sweet and bitter fancie. 1713 
STEELE English, No. 10. 67 Praise is the Food of a great 
Soul. 1784 Cowper 77voc. 620 Such is all the mental food 
purveyed By public hackneys in the schooling trade. 1801 
Worpsw. Sonn. to Liberty 1. iv, What food Fed his first 
hopes? 1891 Ldin. Rev. July 132 Fiction is the only 
intellectual food of thousands, 
b. In sense of: Matter to discuss or dwell upon. 
1780 Burke Corr. (1844) Il. 347 Our own manners afford 
food enough for poetry. 1825 Soutnry Tale of Paraguay 
ut. 19 A lively tale, and fraught With..food for thought. 
1834 L. Ritcuis Wand. by Seine 83 There the reflective will 
find food for their meditations. 


4. transf. ‘a, Material for keeping up a 


fire. 

azoso Lib, Scintill. x. (1889) 56 Voda fyres holt. a1225 

Ancr. R. 150 Bowes. .to none binge betere pen to fures fode. 
b. =SuHoppy: (see quot.) 

1837 C, B. Rosinson in Best Harm. Bhs. (Surtees) Gloss. 
s.v., The entire substance that falls on the floor being called 
‘shoddy’ or ‘food’, and being sold at a high rate for top 
dressing grass land. 


+5. The act of eating. Zz food: while eating or 


feeding. Ods. 

c1250 Gen. & Ex. 894 Wid bredes fode and wines drinc, 
a1400-50 Alexander 2 Fayn wald pai here Sum farand bing 
efter fode to fayn pare her[t]. 31590 SHaxs. Com, Err. v. 
i. 83 In food, in sport..To be disturb’d, would mad or man, 
or beast. ‘ 

+6. That which is fed; a child, offspring. Also 
in wider sense: A creature, person, man. Ods. 

In early use also codlect., a brood, race. Cf. OF. norri- 
ture, nourriture, med, Lat. nutrimentum, a young animal, 

atzso Owl § Night. 94 pu fedest on heom a wel ful fode, 
@1300 Cursor M. 682 (Cott.) Fouxl o flight, and fiss on sand 
-.com and 3ode, Als he war fader o pair fode. ax300 
K. Horn 1384 Abulf be gode, Min ojene child, mi leve 
fode, 1375 Barsour Bruce ut. 578 Men mycht se mony 
frely fute About the costis thar lukand. ¢1400 Vwazne 
§ Gaw. 1621 So fals a fode, Was never cumen of Kynges 
blode, ?%¢1475 Sgr. lowe Degre 364 in Hazl. &. P. P. UU. 
37, I may not beleue..My doughter dere he wyll betraye.. 
‘That fode tolong with no foly. c1485 Digby J/yst, U1. 942, 
I have a favorows fode, and fresse as the fakown, 








FOODY. 


7. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as food- 
fan, -truck ; in sense of ‘fit or used for food’, as 
Jood-bird, -fish, -grain, -plant, -sluff, -substance. 

1879 H. Grorce Progr. & Pov. u. iii. (1881) 116 If he but 
shoot hawks, *food-birds will increase. 1884 S. E. Dawson 
Handbk. Canada 334 Herring, haddock and other *food- 
fishes are abundant. 1880 C. R. Marxuam Peruv. Bark 
486 This remarkable *food grain might doubtless be usefully 
cultivated in the Himalayas. 1871 ALapaster Wheel of 
Law 149 He.. took his *food-pan, and went and sat undex 
the shade of the great banyan tree. 1872 Yeats Techn. 
Ffist. Comm. 208 Novel and valuable *food-plants. 1872 
Huxtey Phys. vi. 138 *Food-stuffs have been divided into 
heat-producers and tissue-formers. 1886 Longin. Mag. VII. 
329 ‘The *food-truck which has now for two years been 
supported by the readers of Longman’s Magazine. 

b. objective, as food-gatherer, -grower; fooa- 
producing ppl. adj. 

1865 GossE Land § Sea 153 The pseudopodia are *food- 
gatherers as well as instruments of locomotion. 1841 
S. Smira in AZem, (1855) II. 457 Neither butcher, nor 
baker, nor *food-grower. 1870 Bryant /éiad II. xiv. 59 
Lay one hand Upon the *food-producing earth. : 

8. Special comb.: food-chemist, one occupied 
in the analysis of foods ; + food-fit a., fit to be used 
as food; food-rent (see quot.); +food-sick a., 
sick for want of food; food-yolk, the non- 
germinative part of the yolk of an egg, which 


nourishes the embryo. 

1885 A. W. Brytu in Lezsuve Hour Jan. 24/2 A *food- 
chemist .. laying down the principles of diet. cx161x SyL- 
vESTER Dz Bartas u. iv. 1v. Decay 423 As one same ground 
indifferently doth breed Both *food-fit Wheat and dizzie 
Darnell seed. 1875 Mane ist. Just, vi. 160 The rent in 
kind, or *food-rent. 1587 Mirr. Mag., Sir NV. Burdet xxxii, 
When facing foysters fit for Tiburne frayes Are *foode-sicke 
faynt. 1851 CARPENTER Man, Phys. (ed. 2) 474 Animals 
which are provided with a *‘ food-yolk’. 

+ Food, v. Ods. [f. prec. sb.] ¢rans. To supply 
food to; to feed, nourish, support. 

1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles 1. 135 3¢ ffostrid and ffodid 
affewe of be best. /bzd. m1. 52 And with hir corps keuereth 
him,.And ffostrith and ffodith till ffedris schewe. ; 

4 For the supposed fig. sense ‘to beguile,’ see 
Fope v. 

+ Foo'der. Ods. [a. Ger. fuder see Foruer.] 
A measure of wine (see quot. 1679); a cask 
holding this quantity. 

1679-88 Secr. Serv. Money Chas. & Fas. (Camden) 118 
5 fooder of Rhenish wine, containing 37 » and 4oty 
gallons. «1767 Sir Aldingar xii. in Child Badlads 11. lix. 
(1885) 46 Thou seemust as bigge as a ffooder. 

Foodful (fz-dful). Chiefly poet. [f. Foon 5d. + 
-FUL.] Abounding with or supplying food. Also, 
rich in nutriment, nutritious. 

1638 G. Sanpys Paraphr. Fob. 55 When I made The food- 
full Earth, 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 1. 204 From 
furrow'd Fields to reap the foodful Store. 1735 SOMERVILLE 
Chase 11. 248 The bleating Innocent, that claims in vain 
..The foodful Teat. 1808 J. Bartow Columb. 1. 796 The 
sturdy fig..And foodful cocoa fan the sultry plain. 1868 
Brownine Ring & Bk. 1x. 246 No more friskings o’er the 
foodful glebe. 

Jig. 179% Burxe Aff. Whigs Wks. 1842 I. 522 The 





o* . . 
democratick commonwealth is the foodful nurse of ambition. 


+Fooding. Ods. [f. Foop v. +-1nel.] a. 
A feeding. b. Food. 

c1440 Proup. Parv. 168/2 Fodynge, or norschynge, fomten- 
tum. 1680 Witt’s Recreations Epigr. No. 232 Thou 
might’st have thought..(As Joan her fooding bought) som 
good, som bad, 

Foodless (fidlés), a. [f. Foop sd. + -LESs.] 

1. Without food. a. Of persons or animals: 


Haying no food. 

a1400-50 Alexander 2155 Lo, oure folez bene in fere for 
fodeles to dye. a1541 Wyatr Poems, Ps. xxxvil. 70 Nor 
yet [shall] his seed foodless seen for to be. 1725 Pore 
Odyss. xvut. 413 Both constrained to wield, Foodless, 
the scythe. 1821 SHELLEY Prometh. Unb.1. 170 Foodless 
toads Within voluptuous chambers panting crawled. 1880 
Eart Dunraven in 19h Cent. Sept. 454 Our entirely 
foodless stomachs. .indicated that it was past noon, 

Jig. 1887 Swinpurne Locrize i. i. 105 So shall fear, 
mistrust, and jealous hate Lie foodless. 

b. Of a country, place, etc. Devoid of food ; 
not yielding food; barren. 

1636 G. Sanpys Paraphr. Ps. cvii. (1638) 131 He in foodless 
Deserts fed The Hungry. 1726-46 THomson Winter 256 
The foodless wilds Pour forth their brown inhabitants. 1842 
R, Oastier Fleet Papers 11. 359 Their home. .was foodless, 
1861 Wynter Soc. Bees 199 Vast foodless tracts have to be 
traversed by her ships, the camels of the ocean. . 

2. Without the properties of food ; innutritious. 

1891 /ndependent (N, Y.) 13 Aug., Alcohol is shown to be 
foodless, 

Hence Foodlessness. 

1882 Meanderings of Mem. I. 10 Galls them no more their 
foodlessness or fag. 

Foody (fidi), a. [f. as prec. + -y1.] 

1, Full of, or supplying, food. (Only in Chap- 
man.) 

cx16rr Cuapman J/iad xt. 104 Who brought them to the 
sable fleet from Ida’s foody leas. /ééd. xv. 638 Jove’s great 
queen of birds .. Beholds where cranes, swans, cormorants, 
have made their foody fall. 1613 — Odyss. 11. 558 She.. 
into well-sew’d sacks pour'd foody meal. , 

2. Of wool (expressing superior quality). 

1805 Luccock Wat. Wool 123 Wool of this discription is 
distinguished by the epithets foody and flowery. 

Foodyr, obs. form of FopDER. 


FOOKER. 


+Fooker. Ovs. rare—', [? var. of Foacur 
sh.l; cf. Ger. fucker.] ?A capitalist, financier. 

1607 Mippiteton Five Gallants u. iii, Pist! a supply, 
cary’t closely my little fooker,—how much. 

Fool (fil) sé. anda. Forms: 3-4 fol, (3 folle), 
3-6 fole, (4 foyl), 4-6 foul(e, (4 fowle), 4-7 
foole, (6 foolle), 4~9 Sc. fule, 5-6 full(e, 5-7 Sc. 
fuil(1, -yll, (5 fwle), 4- fool. [ME. /o/ sb. and 
adj., ad. OF. fo/ sb. and adj. (mod.F. fou sb., 
insane person, madman, fow adj. masc., before 
vowel fo/, fem. fol/e), corresponding to Pr. fol, folh, 
It. folle :—L. follem, follis, lit. ‘bellows,’ but in 
late popular Lat. employed in the sense of ‘ wind- 
bag,’ empty-headed person, fool.] 

A. sé. 

I. 1. One deficient in judgement or sense, one who 
acts or behaves stupidly, a silly person, a simpleton. 
(In Biblical use applied to vicious or impious 
persons. ) 

The word has in mod. Eng. a much stronger sense than it 
had at an earlier period; it has now an implication of 
insulting contempt which does not in the same degree 
belong to any of its synonyms, or to the derivative foolish. 
Cf. F. sot. 

¢1275 Lay. 1442 Cnipt bou art mochel fol. 1340 Hampote 
Pr. Consc. 126 Elles es he a fole and noght wise. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vi. xvii. (1495) 203 Telle a fole 
his defawte, and he shall hate the. 148x Caxton God/rey 
xxv. 57 There ben more fooles than wysemen. a@1gg0 
Christis Kirke Gr. xxii, For faintness tha forfochtin fulis 
Fell doun lyk flauchtir fails. 1612 Dekker //7t be not good, 
Prol., Fooles by lucky Throwing, oft win the Game. 1709 
Porr Ess. Crit. 625 For Fools rush in where Angels fear to 
tread. 1773 Mrs. Cuarone Jmprov. Mind (1774) I. rrr 
Unless you improve your mind. . you will be an insignificant 
fool in old age. 1816 Scotr Avzfzg. xliii, ‘Mony a wise man 
sits in a fule’s seat, and mony a fule in a wise man’s, 
especially in families o’ distinction.’ 188x Besant & Rice 
Chapl. Fleet I. 144 No doubt, there have been fools before. 

b. Phrase. Zo de a fool to: to be every way 
inferior to, to be as nothing compared to. 

1596 Suaxs. Tam. Shr. 1. ii. 159 Tut, she’s a Lambe, 
a Doue, a foole to him. 1791 ‘G. Gampapo’ Ann, Horsem. 
xvii. (1809) 137 Childers would have been a fool to him. 
1885 Riper Haccarp K. Solomon's Mines 79 The Black 
Hole of Calcutta must have been a fool to it, 

+e. Used as a term of endearment or pity. Ods. 

¢1530 Beaut. Women in Hazl. Dodsley I. 71 How say ye 
now by this, little young fool? @1586 Sipney Astrophel 
§ Stella xxiii, O heau’nly foole, thy most kisse-worthy 
face [etc.]. 161x Suaxs. Wit. 7, 1. i. 118 Doe not weepe 
(goode Fooles) There is no cause. 

d. In various proverbial expressions. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 5266 A fooles belle is soone runge. 1539 
Taverner Evasm. Prov. (1552) 4 A foles bolt is soone 
shotte. 1546 J. Hevwoop Prov. (1867) 46 There is no foole 
to the olde foole. 1563 B. Gooce fit. N. Grimaold 
Eglogs, etc. (Arb.) 74 But Fortune fa[uJours Fooles as old 
men saye. 1606 Hottanp Seton. Annot. 16 A foole or 
a physition. c1645 HowrLt Ze?#t¢. I. v. xxxix, A fool and 
his money is soon parted. 1670 Ray Prov. gt Fools build 
houses, and wise men buy them, 1721 Ketty Sc. Prov. ror 
Every Man at thirty is a Fool or a Physician. 

2. One who professionally counterfeits folly for 
the entertainment of others, a jester, clown. 

The ‘fool’ in great households was often actually a harm- 
less lunatic or a person of weak intellect, so that this sense 
and sense 4 are often hard to distinguish. 

21370 Robert Cicyle in Nuge Poet. (1844) 54 Lyke a fole 
and a fole to bee, Thy babulle schalle be thy dygnyte ! 
¢ 1440 [pomydon 1643 He semyd a fole.. Bothe by hede and 
by atyre. 1532 Privy Purse Exp. Hen. VITI, 205 For 
making of gere for the kinges fole xxx s, 1609 DEKKER 
Gulls Horne-bk, Proem, Wks, (Grosart) II. 205 He may be 
- his crafty foole, or his bawdy Jester. 1651 Brome Yoviall 
Crew v. Wks. 1873 I. 451 To beg the next Fool-Royal’s 
place that falls. 169x Lurrrett Brief Rel. (1857) IL. 311 
Mr. Graham, the fool in King James time. 1847 L. Hunt 
Far Honey vi. (1848) 75 He had all the humiliations..of 
the cap and bells, and was the dullest fool ever heard of. 

_ b. To play the fool; to act the part of a fool or 
Jester; hence gez. to act like a fool (sense 1). 

¢1532 Dewes /xtrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 939 To plee the fole, 
baguenauder. 1579 FutKxe Heskins’ Parl. 295 He playeth 
the foole with that bable. 1659-60 Pepys Diary 28 Feb., 
I staid up a little while, playing the fool with the lass of 
the house. 1722 Dr For Relig. Courtsh.1.i, advise you not 
to play the fool with me any longer. 1847 James ¥. Marston 
Hall viii, The parliament was playing the fool in Paris. 

ec. Feast of Fools [=med.L. festum stultorum] : 

properly the burlesque festival which in the Middle 
Ages was sometimes celebrated in churches on 
New Year's Day; hence in various allusive uses. 

c1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2748 Sire, hastou owt herde the 
geste, Whi men made folen feste? 1609 Dekker Gud/s 
Horne-bk. Proem. Wks. (Grosart) II. 209 To the intent 
I may aptly furnish this feast of Fooles. 

One who is made to appear a fool; one who 
is imposed on by others; adupe. Now somewhat 
arch., exc. in phrases ¢o make a fool of (formerly also 
+ ¢o put the fool on), to dupe, befool; Zo be a fool for 
one’s pains, to have one’s labour for nothing. 

€ 1440 Facol’s Well 8r A nunne, pat. .made here as a fool, 
and obeyid here to alle here sustren as here fool. 1579 
Lyty Exphues (Arb.) 89 Bicause I was content to be 
his Friend, thought he me meete to be made his Foole. 
1s9z Suaxs, Rom. §& Ful. 1m. i. 141, I am Fortunes foole. 
1625 Cooke Pope Yoan in Harl, Misc. (Malh,) 1V. 28 The 
dean made a fool of thealderman. @1684 LEIGHTON Comme. 
x Peter i. 3 Worldly hopes... put the fool upon a man. 
1715 De Foe Fam. Instruct... iv, I won’t be made a fool 
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of. 1850 Tennyson 7 Mem. iv, Thou shalt not be the fool 
of loss. Mod. He is the fool of circumstances. 

+ 4. One who is deficient in, or destitute of reason 
or intellect; a weak-minded or idiotic person. Ods. 
exc. in natural or born fool, a born idiot (now rare 
exc. as a mere term of abuse). Zo deg (a person) 
Jor a fool; see BEG 5 a. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VII, c. 46 Ideottes and fooles naturall. 
1566 NasHEe Saffron Walden Civb, Fooles. .(especiallie if 
they bee naturall fooles) are suted in long coates. 1601 
Suaxs, Adl’s Well ww. iii. 213 He was whipt for getting the 
Shrieues fool with childe, a dumbe innocent that could not 
say him nay. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 37 The warde and 
custodie of lands and tenements perteining to naturall fuilis, 
be the law sould perteine to the King. 1670 Lassets Voy. 
Italy ut. 212 The Pazzorella, where they keep madmen and 
fooles. 1708 OcKLey Saracens (Bohn 1848) 326 Towards the 
latter end of his days, he did really turn fool. 1824 R. Crabs 
Tales 142 He became well in his health; but he remained 
quite a fool for the rest of his life ! 

II. In combinations. 

5. General combinations; a. simple attributive, 
as fool-cunningness, -trap, -work. 

@ 1834 CoLeripGe Lit, Rem. III. 198 This conceit .. was 
just suited to James’s *fool-cunningness. 1691 DryDEN 
K. Arthur Prol. 27 Bets at the first were *fool-traps. 1883 
W. Rein Life Luther xxii. 178 Hoods and tonsure, eating 
and drinking, and similar *fool-work. 

b. appositive, as fool-dancer, fury, -gallant. 

1887 D. C. Murray & Herman One Trav. Returns 
vii. roo A *fool-dancer, in his ochre-smeared kilt and head- 
dress..sprang and contorted for a reward. 
In Ment, cxxy, Ev'n tho’ thrice again The red *fool-fury of 
the Seine Should pile her barricades with dead. 1714 Pore 
Wife Bath 93 Or else her wit some *fool-gallant procures. 

@. objective, as fool-catcher, -doctor, -taker ; 
Sool-frighting adj. 

1594 Nasue Vxfort. Trav. Wks. (Grosart) V. 39 They.. 
in fine left mee and my fellowes (their *foole-catchers) 
Lords of the field. @ 1624 Breton Figure Foure (Grosart) 
5/2 A Foole-catcher, and a Cony-catcher. 1760 JorTIN 
Lrasnt, 1. 170 None are greater Fools than they, who set 
up for *Fool-Doctors. @1720 SHEerrietD (Dk. Buckhm.) 
Wks. (1753) 1.177 Fiery meteors, and *fool-frightmg ghosts. 
¢ 1600 Nasue (Grosart), *Foole-taker. 

d. instrumental and originative, as /ool-born, 
frequented, -renowned adjs. 

1597 SHAKS. 2 Hen, [V,v. v. 59 Reply not to me, with 
a *Foole-borne Test. 1780 Cowrrer Tadle-t. 756 The *fool- 
frequented fair of vanity. 1742 Porr Dune. 1v. 371 Mummius 
*Fool-renown’d, 

e. similative, as fool-bold, -fat, -fine, -heady, 
-holy adjs. ; fool-like, fool-wisely advs. (Some of 
these imitate FooLHARDY, and may perhaps better 
be referred to the adj.) 

1549 Leann //2z. F iijb, Some in corners hath bene 
*folebolde. 1613 Cuapman Revenge Bussy D' A mbois Plays 
1873 IJ. 113 Men thither come to laugh and feede *fool-fat. 
1593-4 SYLVESTER Profit Imprisonn. 638 Depending oft on 
his foole-fat-feeding word, 1603 H. Crosse Vertuwes 
Commnzw. (1878) 64 Vo know the price of Sattin and Veluet, 
and toies to make him “*foole-fine. 1611 SprEp //7st. 
Gt, Brit. vi. i. § 5. 184 Begging pardon for his *foole-heady 
forwardnesse. 1592 GREENE Groatsw. Wit Biij, So *foole 
holy as to make scruple of conscience where profit presents 
itselfe, 1842 WHITEHEAD 2. Savage (1845) IL. viii. 286 * Fool- 
like, I forgot myself. 1605 CamDEN Rez. (1637) 84 But *foole- 
wisely have some Peters, called themselves Pierius. 1611 
W. Sciater Key (1629) 111 Some of them resoluing, foole 
wisely, that images are to be worshipped. 

6. Special comb., as fool-bane, poison for fools ; 
fool-begged a., ? foolish, idiotic (cf. Bua 5 a); 
fool-duck (U.S.), the ruddy duck, Z7¢smatura 
rubida ; + fool-fangle, a silly trifle; + fool-finder, 
slang (see quot.); fool-fish (@%S.), a popular 
name for certain fishes (see quots.) ; +fool-happy 
a., lucky without judgement or contrivance; fool- 
hen (U.S.), see quot.; fool-plough (see quot. 
1777); tfool- or fool’s-rack, ‘a. . pernicious 
spirit, in which..the stinging sea-blubber was 
mixed’ (Yule); +fool-taken a., ‘taken in’ like 
fools; + fool-taking v0/. sd., a method of cozening. 

1679 DrvpEN Tyozlus & Cr. Epil. 10 ’T'were worth our 
cost to scatter *fool-bane here. 1590 SHAxs. Com. Err. u. 
i, 41 This *foole-beg’d patience in thee will be left. 1647 
Warp Simpl. Cobler 30 Ape-headed pullets, which invent 
Antique *foole-fangles, meerly for fashion... sake. 1796 
Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue (ed. 3), *Fool finder, a bailiff. 
1842 De Kay Nat. Hist. New York wv. 335 Our fishermen 
apply to it [Woxocanthus broccus) the whimsical name of 
*Fool-fish, in allusion to... its absurd mode of swimming. 
31888 Kiverside Nat. Hist. I11. 279 Vhe Pleuronectes glaber, 
which is called fool-fish at Salem, because they are easily 
decoyed. 1590 SreNsER 7. Q. 1. vi. x His *foolhappie over- 
sight. 1885 T. Rooseverr Hunting Trips iii. 90 In the 
early part of the season the young [grouse], and indeed their 
parents also, are tame and unsuspicious to the very verge of 
stupidity, and. .are often known by the name of *‘ fool-hens ’”. 
1077 Branp Pop. Antig. xiv. 175 The *Fool Plough goes 
about, a Pageant that consists of a Number of Sword 
Dancers, dragging a Plough with Music [etc.]. 1698 Fryer 
Acc. E. Ind. & P. i. 68 *Fool Rack, Brandy made of 
Blubber or Carvil, by the Portugals. 1608 Dekker Belan 
Lond. Hivb, *Foole-taking..is done seuerall wayes 
[described at length]. Zézd., *Foole-taken. 


7. Comb. with genitive fool’s: a. obvious com- 
binations (sense 2), as /ool’s ba(u)ble, -colours, 
-staff. Also in phr. +40 come home by Fool's acre. 

1603 H. Crosse Vertues Commw. (1878) 63 They .. 


come home by Need-ham crosse, and *fooles acre. 1578 
Lyre Dodoens tii. Ixxix, 428 Fashioned like a “fooles bable. 
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FOOL. 


1728 Pore Dunc. 1. 84 And with her own *fools-colours 
gilds them all. 1692 WaAsHinGcTON tr. Milton's Def. ih 
Pref. (1851) 17 You .. deserve to have your Bones well 
thrash'd with a *Fool’s staff. 

b. Special comb., as fool’s crochet (see quot.) ; 
fool’s errand: see ERRAND 2c; *fool’s firé, a 
will-o’-the-wisp, Jgnis fatuus; fool’s gold, iron 
pyrites ; fool’s haste, foolish precipitation ; fool’s- 
head, a head void of sense or intelligence; also, 
a foolish person; (cf. sheep’s-head) ; fool’s hood, 
the hood worn by a fool or jester; also, a hood 
resembling this, worn in the seventeenth century ; 
fool’s mate (Chess): see MATE. Also Fooiscap, 
Foou’s-coat, Foon’s PARADISE. 

1882 CauLreitp & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, *Fool’s 
Crochet, aname sometimes given to Tricot. 1631 Wippowes 
Nat. Philos. (ed. 2) 16 Fiery Dragons, darke streames, *fooles 
fire, and such like fiery Meteors. 1882 Boston Frul. Chem. 
Feb. 16/3 *‘ Fool’s gold’. 1827 Scorr Frud. 12 Jan., I wish 
it may not prove *fool’s haste, yet I take as much pains too 
asisin mynature, 1577 Breton Ploorish zpon Fancie, etc. 
(Grosart) 24/2 In the ende..Shee makes him see a *Fooles 
head of his owne. 1598 Suaxs. Merry W. 1. iii. 134. 1650 
R. Srarytton Strada’s Low C. Warres w. 78 The Low- 
countrey Lords were not fools-heads. 1597 Gerarpe Herbal 
1. xcix. 159 In shape like to a *fooles hood or cocks-combe 
wide open. 1647 R. Srarytron Fuvenal vin. 191 When 
nightly, thy adulterous blood Conceales it’s blushes in a 
French fooles-hood. 

c. esf. in plant-names, as *} fool’s ballocks, an 
old name for Ovchts Morio; fool’s cicely =fool’s 
parsley; fool’s (water) cress (see quot. 1878); 
fool’s parsley, a poisonous weed, the Lesser Hem- 
lock (4thusa Cynapium); hence, a book-name 
of the genus 4thusa; + fool’s stones, an old 


name for Orchis Morio and O. mascula. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens u1. lvi. 222 This second kinde [of 
Orchis] is called..in English..*Fooles Balloxe. 1796 
WiruHertnc Lrit. Plants (ed. 3) Il. 305 “thusa Cyna- 
pium ..*Fool’s Cicely, Lesser Hemlock. 186r Mrs. 
Lankester Wild Flowers 31 The *Fool’s-Cress, as it 
is called (Siu nodifiorum). 1878 Britten & Hotranp 
Plant-n., Fool’s Water Cress, Helosciadium nodifiorum.. 
Because those who are ignorant or unobservant may mis- 
take it for water cress. 1755 Gentil. Mag. XXV. 69 The 
lesser Hemlock, or *Fool’s Parsley. 1816-20 GREEN U/ytiv. 
Herbal |. 64 “thusa Fatua, Fine-leaved Fool's Parsley. 
1597 GerarDE Herbal 1, xcix. § 5. 159 The male *Foole 
stones hath fiue.. long, broad and smooth leaues. Jédid. 
The female Fooles stones hath also smooth narrow leaues. 

B. adj. Foolish, silly. Obs. exc, Sc. and dial. 
and vzlear (the recent vulgar use being prob. a 


new formation from the sb.). 

ai1225 Ancr. R. 54 pe holi Gost lette writen one boc uor 
to warnie wummen of hore fol eien. a@xzzq40 Ureisun in 
Cott. Hom. 200 Me nis he fol chepmon, det bud deore a woe 
ping? 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 568 pis lokinge was ri3t fol 
in such destresse iwis. c1314 Guy Warw. (A.) 380. 10 
Ich wene hou art a fole musard! c1400 Destr. Troy 
13841 Hit fell hym by fortune of a foole end. c¢ 1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 271 The wise virgines y* oele vnto the 
fole maydens denyed. 1481 Caxton Zulle of Old Age, 
Olde age is grevous..to the foleold man. 1541 R. CopLanp 
Galyen’s Terap. 2 Dj, O foole and imprudent Thessalus. 
1580 R. Harvey PZ. Perc. (1590) 22 Let the wisest be the 
forwardest, and the most foole the frowardest. 1681 
Coivit Whigs Supplic. (1751) 130 Fighting is a fool thing. 
a@x776 Song in Herd’s Codlect. Il. 192 The fool-thing is 
oblig’d to fast Or eat what they’ve refus’d. 1815 Scorr 
Guy M. xxxix, ‘They couldna hae sell’d the auld inherit- 
ance for that fool-body’s debts.’ 1823 Gatt E£xtaid 11. iii. 
22 A fool posture..and no very commodious at this time. 

Fool (f#1) sb.2. [prob. a use of prec., suggested 
by the synonym ¢rzfle, mentioned in quot. 1598. 
(So Skeat in Phz/. Soc. Trans. 1885-7). 

Mahn’s derivation from F’. fouder to crush, is not only base- 
less, but inconsistent with the early use of the word.] 

+1. (See quots.). Obs. 

1598 FLorio, AZantiglia, a kinde of clouted creame called 
a foole or atrifle in English. ¢1600 Day Begs. Beduall Gr. 
v. (Bullen) 114 My Mother..could have taught thee how 
to a made. . fritters, pancakes, I and the rarest fools. 1637 ~ 
B. Jonson Sad Sheph. %. vi, Your cheese-cakes, curdes, 
and clowted creame, Your fooles, your flaunes. 1688 R. 
Hotme Armoury ui. iii, 82 Foole is a kind of Custard, but 
more crudelly;. being made of Cream, Yolks of Eggs, 
Cinamon, Mace boiled: and served on Sippets with sliced 
Dates, Sugar, and white and red Comfits, strawed thereon. 

2. A dish composed of fruit stewed, crushed, 
and mixed with milk, cream, or custard. Often 


gooseberry fool. 

1747 Mrs. Grasse Art of Cookery ix. 79 A Gooseberry- 
Fool. a1845 Hoop Hymen Retrospect. 1. ii, Just like 
gooseberries boil’d for a fool ! 

Fool (fil), v. Forms: see the sb. [f. Foor a, 
or sb.1 Cf. OF. folier, foletier : see FOLEYE.] 

+1. zxtr. To be or become foolish or insane. 

13.. £. EZ. Allit. P. B. 1422 So faste bay wezed to hym 
wyne, wel neje he foles. 1489 Barbour’s Bruce (Edin, MS.) 
lv. 222 Bot he fulyt [the better text has was fule], forowtyn 
weir That gaiff throuth till that creatur. 

2. To act like a fool. 

a. To act as a foolish or weak-minded person ; 
to play the fool, trifle, idle. Also zo fool about, or 
on, and to fool it. + To fool into: to be brought 
into by one’s folly. Zo fool around (U.S.): to 
‘hang about’ aimlessly. Zo fool with: to play 
or meddle with foolishly ; also in indirect passive. 

1593 SHaks. Rich, JJ, v. v. 60 While I stand fooling 
heere, 1608 — Com. u, iil. 128 Rather then foole it so, Let 


FOOLAGE, 


the high Office and the Honor go, axz62x Breaum. & FL. 
Cust, Country v. v, Must I needs fool into mine own de- 
struction? .1676 WycuerLey PZ, Dealer iv. i, My heart is 
too much in earnest to be fooled with. 1685 J. Scorr 
Chr. Life u. 134 [He] So fools and fleers on till he hath 
toyed and laughed himself out of all sense of Religion. 
1754 RicHarDson Grandison IV. xxxiii. 228 How you.. 
fooled on with us, before you came to confession! 1810 
Sporting Mag. XXXVI. 269, I do not think this man was 
taken to the watch-house because he was fooling. 1826 
Scorr Woodst. v, Zoons, Mark Everard, I can fool it no 
longer, 1861 Hucues Yom Brown at Oxf. xii. (1889) 112 
You and I, perhaps, go fooling about with him, and get 
rusticated. 1884 Manch. Exam. 28 June 4/6 The accused 
.. began fooling with a loaded gun, 1885 Century Mag. 
XXIX. 545/x They [the pursuers] seemed to stop and fool 
around awhile. 

+b. To act as a fool or jester; to play the 
buffoon. Also with wp. Obs. 

1617 Fretcuer Mad Lover v. iv, Foole up, sirra, You 
may chance get ardinner. 1633 Firercuer & Suirtey Night 
Walker v. iii, Vle foole vp and provoke ye [to be merry). 
1641 Dennam Sof/y iv. (1667) 50 If you have the luck to 
be Court-fools, those that have Either wit or honesty, you 
may fool withal, and spare not. 

@. quasi-/vans, with compl. phrase. 

r6or SHaxs. 7wel. NV. v. i. 44 You can foole no more 
money out of mee at this throw. 

3. trans. To make a fool of; to impose upon, 
dupe, trifle with. Also, to balk, frustrate. 

1896 Suaxs. 1 Hen. IV, 1. iii. 178 That you are fool’d, dis- 
carded, and shook off By him, for whom these shames ye 
underwent. 1606 — Axt. § CZ. v. ii. 225 Why that’s the 
way to foole their preparation. 1663 CowLry Occas. Verses, 
Ode on La. Broghill’s Verses 2 Be gon..Ingrateful Muse, 
and see What others thou can’st fool as well as me. 1706 
Estcourt Fair Lxamp. wv. i, This Gentleman..that has 
fool’d your Faith, wou’d betray your Honour. 1784 
Burns Zit. Henpeckd Sqg., As father Adam first was 
fool’d, 18x8 Byron Ch. Har. wv. clviii, This Outshining 
and o’erwhelming edifice Fools our fond gaze. 1867 
Trotiore Chron. Barset xxxviii, [He] ought not to have 
been fooled by such a woman. 

b. To cheat of or delude out of (something) ; to 
entice, lure zzfo or ¢o; to put or fob off by 
trickery. 

1650 Trapp Covi. Gen. xxi, 1 He fools them not off with 
fair promises. 1663 J. Spencer Vale. Prophecies (1665) 28 
An impatience of the ignorance of things to come, fooled 
the Jews. .out of their Reason. 
456 But so manifest Eviction .. will not be fooled off for 
ever. 1678 Marvett Growth Popery 28 The Additional 
Excise..which the Tripple League had fooled them into. 
c1680 J. Haines £777. in Collect. Poems 34 They all fool 
Cit of his Wife. a@1716 SoutH Sev. (1737) IV. iv. 140 
Such as come to be thus happily frighted into their wits, 
are not so easily fooled out of them again. 1833 H. BLunr 
Lect. Hist. St. Paud 11. 200 It fools you into the belief that 
{etc.]. 1841-4 Emerson Zss., Politics Wks. (Bohn) I. 237 
Nature .. will not be fooled or abated of any jot of her 
authority. 1863 Mrs. C. Crarxe Shaks. Char. vi. 144 The 
English have never yet been fooled to their ruin. 

+4. To make foolish; to infatuate. Obs. 

1605 SuHaxs. Leary ul. iv. 278 Foole me not so much To 
beare it tamely; touch me with noble anger. 1641 DENHAM 
Sophy ut. (1667) 43 He’s so fool’d with down-right honesty, 
He'l ne’re believe it. 

5. To fool away, + owt (also simply): to throw 
away or part with foolishly; to spend (money, 


time) foolishly. 

1848 Detect. Unskilf. Physic. in Recorde Urin. Physick 
(1651) 4, L scarce beleeve any wise man would fool out a 
groat on your judgment. 1628 WitHEer Brit, Rementh. 
ut. 406 Foole thy life away By tempting Heav’n. 1641 Sir 
E. Derine SA, on Relig. 22 Nov. xv. (1642) 69 Let no Am- 
monite perswade the Gileadite to foole out his right eye. 
1660 Pepys Diary 1 June, Where I..fooled away all the 
afternoon, 1711 Swirr JFrnl, to Stella g July, I have 
fooled away too much money that way already. 1728 
Youne Love Fame t.(t757) 9t What crime In such a paradise 
to fool their time? a@x1761 Law Behmen’s Myst. Magnum 
lvi. (1765) 329 We see here how Adam has fooled away, 
and lost the Blessing. 1863 Mrs. C, CLrarke Shaks. Char. 
xx. 507 He fools away his time, his money, and his 
health. 

Hence Fooled J//. a. 

1715 tr. C’tess D' Aunoy's Wks. 391 This impious Grognon, 
by the fool’d Support Of a fond Prince, made Cruelty her 
Sport. 1742 Younc WV. Th. v. 35 ‘The fool’d mind. 

+ Foolage, a. and sb. Obs. Also 6 Sc. fulage, 
-ege. [a. OF. folage adj. and sb. (repr. popular L. 
types *follaticus, -wm), f. fol Foou. The 17th c, 
sb. may be a new formation on Foon + -aGE.] 

A. adj. Sc. Foolish. Hence Foolageness. 

1560 Rotianp Crt. Venus 1. 70 3e haif preuit fulage For 
to offend that Souerane, 1863 Win3er four Scoir Thre 
Quest. To Rdr., Wks. 1888 I. 55 Sik proud fulege phan- 
taseis. ibid. 62 Insipientia eorum ..that is, the fulegenes 
of thame. Sn 

B. s. Foolish condition. 

1676 Cal. St. Papers, Amer. & W. Ind. (1893) No. 937. 
398 [Old Governor Berkeley altered, by marrying a young 
wife, from his wonted public good to a] covetous foolage. 

+ Foolane, Foola‘rum, Foola‘tum. /- 
morous, Obs, [arbitrarily f. Foou.] = Foor. 

1684 J. Lacy Sir H. Buffoon u. v. Dram. Wks. (1875) 248 
[Said toa servant] Prethee, good Foolane, tell Alderman 
Buffoon that he may come in. 1741 RicHarpson Pamela I. 
xix. 47 And what..have I said to her, Foolatum }; but that 
she was pretty? 1799S. J. Pratr Tri. Benevolence u. 267 
What's the foolarum at now? 

+Foola‘tion. Ods. [f. Foon v. + -arion.] 
The action of fooling; also concr. a foolish thing. 

1628 Sir J. Binctey in Miss Hickson /re/, 1741 C. (1884) I, 
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Introd. 89 Altars adorned with images and other foolations, 
1638 [see -ATION]. 

Fooldom (f7ldom). [f. Foon s5d,1 + -pom.] 
The realm of fools; fools collectively. 

1886 Ruskin Preterita I, vi. 191 A sort of triumphant 
shriek. .has gone up from the Fooldom of Europe. 

Fool(e, obs. form of Foa. 

Foolery (fzléri). Also 7 follery. [f. Foon 
5b.) + -ERY.] 

1. The habit or practice of fooling or acting 
foolishly. 


1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. Feb, 211 But sike fansies weren 
foolerie. 1604 Parsons 37d Pt. Three Convers. Eng. 271 
Whether Fox may not beare away the bell for follery. 
1694 Woop Life 23 June (Oxf. Hist. Soc.), An implacable 
enmity to immorality and foolery. 1725 Watts Logic ww. 
ii. Rule 3 It is mere foolery to multiply distinct particulars 
in treating of things. 1813 Sforting Mag. XLI. 227 The 
oddities and simple foolery of this man. 1858 Doran Crt. 
Fools 38 An immoderate amount of foolery. 

2. A piece of fooling; a foolish or ridiculous 
action, performance, or thing. 

1552 Latimer Servmz. Eph. vi. in Pruit/, Serm. (1584) 198 
It is not that [ringing of belles] that will serue against y° 
deuill: yet we haue beleued such fooleries in tymes 
past. 1589 Warner Alb. Eng. vi. xxxi. (1612) 156 With.. 
Fooleries more than few I courted her. 1657 North’s Plu- 
tarch Add. Lives (1676) 80 When they have turmoil’d 
themselves about such fooleries [Horoscopes] a long time, 
they gain nothing thereby. 1662 Evetyn Diary x Jan, 
I went to London, invited to the solemn foolerie of the 
Prince de la Grange at Lincoln’s Inn. 1772 Town § C. 
Mag. 125 The pleasing levities, and agreable fooleries of a 
girl. 1830 Athenwum 16 Oct., Sevres china, buhl cabinets, 
Indian fans, and other fooleries. 1859 TENNYSON Viview 
263 Your pretty tricks and fooleries. 

3. Fools as a class. monce-use. 

1843 SypNey Situ Let. 19 Aug. in Aen, (1855) II. 404 
He knows how to disguise liberal ideas, and to make them 
less terrible to the Foolery of a country. 

Fooless. jocular. A female fool. 

1852 SMEDLEY L. Arundel xxxvi, When the mind of 
a fool (or fool-ess, as the case may be) exalts it to an 
undue pre-eminence. 1884 G. P. Hawtey Wit, etc., 
Richter 155 The fools and foolesses of the subsequent 


centuries. 
Obs. Forms: 5 fool hardi- 


+ Foolhardice. 
esse, 6 fool(e)hardise, -ize, 7 foole-hardice. 
[Inisthe. folehardiesse,f. FOOLHARDY, after HARDI- 
ESSE ; subsequently assimilated in form to CowaRp- 
ICE.] = FOOLHARDINESS. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse (1860) 63 Whiche by theire fole- 
hardiesse..causid the patrimonie of Lelius and Scipion to 
be lost. 1591 SPENSER Ruins Rome xiv, With vaine fool- 
hardise Daring the foe. 1600 Fairrax Yasso v. xxiii. 79 


Foole-hardice, rashnes, madnes. 
+Foolha‘rdiment. Ols. [OF. fol hardie- 


ment foolish daring.] = FOOLHARDINESS. 

[Le Manuel des Pechiez 1336 in R. Brunne Handi. 
Synne (1862) 23 Home ge par fol hardiement Iure par deu 
horriblement.] 1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 337 Vorschip 
Extremyteis has twa; Fule-hardyment the formast is, And 
the tothir is cowardiss. c1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode 1. 
Xxvi (1869) 17 Michel is he of foolhardiment. 1533 BeLien- 
DEN Livy 11, (1822) 204 The consul reprochit thaim. .of thair 
fulhardiment. _— 

Foo'lha:rdiness. [f. FoonHarpy + -nxss.] 
The quality of being foolhardy. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter xxiv. 7 My iolifte & fole- 
hardynes. 140x Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 55 By woodnesse 
and foolhardinesse for heresie to dien. 1535 STEWART Cron. 
Scot, 11. 440 Full hardines. .Cumis alway of ill considderance, 
21677 Barrow Wks, (1686) III. xxxiv. 377 The fear of men 
..doth involve the wildest boldness, and most rash fool- 
hardiness in the world. 1874 Moriey Compromise (1886) 
229 To be willing to make such changes too frequently .. is 


foolhardiness. 
FPoolhardy (fvlha:1di), az. [a. OF. fol hardi, 


comb. of fo/ foolish, Foon a. with hardz bold, 
Harpy @.] Daring without judgement, foolishly 
adventurous or bold, rashly venturesome. 

@1228 Ancr. R. 62 Nis heo to muche cang, oder to fol- 
herdi, 1303 R. Brunne Hand. Syune 667 Pou were euer 
so fole hardy. 1413 Pilgr. Sow/le (Caxton 1483) Iv. xxx. 

8 How dar ther ony man ben so fole hardy for to dampnen 
ia seluen, 1508 FisuEer 7 Penit. Ps. Wks. 104 Theyr fole- 
hardy Iugement. 1596 Davrymptce tr. Les/ie’s Hist. Scot. 
ul. 153 A rasche, ferce, and fulehardie 30ung man. a 1680 
Butter Rem. (1759) Il. 302 He runs on boldly like a 
foolhardy Wit. 1796 Netson in Nicolas Disf. (1845) II. 
244 If they really are so fool-hardy as to go to war to please 
the French. 1860 Hottanp JZiss Gilbert xxiv. 418 Do not 
be guilty of this foolhardy business again. 

Hence Foo'lha:rdily adv. Also Foo‘lha:rdi- 
hood, + Foolhardiship = FooLHARDINESS. 

a1225 Ancr. R, 182 Vor moni maked hire sec buruh hire 
fol herdischipe. 1382 Wycur 2 Sam. xviii. 13 If I hadde 
doon a3ens my soul foolhardili. 1609 Hottanpn Amz. 
Marcell, xix. iv. 127 Who..used foole-hardily to sallie 
forth and fight most courageously, 1837 SouTHEy in 
Q. Rev. LIX. 306 Two brothers had the foolhardihood to 
wait till midnight in the church-porch. 1879 G. Mac- 
DONALD Six Gibbie xix. 102, I would not foolhardily add to 


my many risks of blundering. 

+ Fool-haste. Ols. [a. OF. fole haste, f. fole 
fem. of fol Foou a. + haste Haste.) Foolish 
precipitation, unseemly or reckless haste. 

1393 GowER Conf. 1. 316 Contek .. Foolhast hath to his 
chamberlain. 1597 Montcomerte Cherrie §& Slae 417 
Fuil-haist ay almaist ay Ouirsylis the sicht of sum. 


+ Fool-hasty, z. Ols. Forms: 4 foolhastif, 
7 foolhastie [a. OF. fol hastz/, comb. of fol 





FOOLISH. 


Foon a. and hastif Hasty; cf. prec. and Foor- 
HARDY.] Foolishly hasty, precipitate. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 334 ‘The man whiche is malicious 
And foolhastif, full ofte he falleth. 1600 Hottanp Livy 
xxi. xli. 458 The audaciousnesse of the foolhastie Consull. 

Hence + Fool-hastiness. 

13... Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS. xxxii. 617 Fool- 
hastines. 1393 Gower Cov/. III. 99 Fool hastifnesse. 

+ Foo'lhead. Ods. rave. In 4 folehede, foul- 
hed. [f. Foon sé.! + -nwap.] Folly. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter xlviii. 21 He rehercys pe foulhed 
[foly] of man. ¢1340 Cursor M. 3116 (Fairf.) Fole hede 
ys giuen al men to pay. 

+ Foolia‘miny. Os. [burlesque formation on 
Foou sh.1; cf. F. droutllamint.} A fool; fools 
collectively. 

1607 MippLeton 77ick to Catch 1. iv. Wks. (Bullen) II. 
266 My clients come about me, the fooliaminy and coxcombry 
ofthe country. did. 1v. v.339 Now, good man fooliaminy, 
what say you to me now? 1622 MassincEeR Virg. Mart. 1. 
iii, Worse ; all tottering, all out of frame, thou fooliamini ! 

+ Foo'lify, v. Ods. [f. Foon sd.) + -a)Fy.] 
trans. To make a fool of, render foolish. 

1581 M. Hanmer Jeswites Banner A iijb, ‘They are fooli- 
fied inthemselues. @1641 Bp. Mountacu Acts & Mon, (1642) 
80 God in Justice doth so foolifie their malice, that [etc.]. 

Hence Foo‘lified Zf/. a.; Foo'lifying v/. sb., 
the action of the vb. 

1585 I. Wasuincton tr. Vicholay’s Voy. Ep. Ded. P iij b, 
Talking fondly of a thing wherein I have no practise, as 
somtimes did foolified Phormio. 1618 Breton Court § 
Country (Grosart) 8/2 Is not the Clownifying of wit the 
Foolifying of vnderstanding? 1632 Vicars tr. neid x1. 
972 Circling, with policie, Her foolified foe. 

Fooling (f7lin), vd/. sb. [f. Foon v. + -1ne1.] 
The action of the vb., in various senses. 

1609 Dekker Gulls Horne-bk. Proem, Wks. (Grosart) II. 
205 Lhe excellency of his fooling. 1681 Cotvit Whigs 
Supplic. (1695) 99 Knipper-dolings, Who troubled Munster 
with their foolings. 1746 Westey Princ. Methodist 46, 
I am glad you give this fooling up. 1891 Barinc-GouLp /z 
Troubadour Land ix, 125 It is quite possible that this was 
all solemn fooling, f 

b. Preceded by an adj.=Condition or humour 


for fooling. 

t6or Suaxs. Twel. N.1. v.36 Put me into good. fooling. 
Ibid. 1. iii. 23 and 86. 1827 Scott Fru. 3 Apr., I was in 
good fooling. 1830 /écd. 21 June, Sir Adam was in high 
fooling, and we had an amazing deal of laughing. 

Foolish (f7lif), a. Forms: 4 foles, foolis, 
4-7 folisch, -is(s)he, -ys(s)h(e, (5 foolich, foul- 
ishe, -ysse), 5-6 fulich, -ische, 6—foolish. [f. 
Foo. sd, +-18H.] 

1. Fool-like, wanting in sense or judgement. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 14802 (Cott.) Pe folk es foles, bat es wel 
sene. 1382 Wycur Lcclus. xv. 7 Men foolis shul not take 
it. ¢1449 Pecock Rep~. 1. iii. 151 Thou woldist seie y 
were..vnwijs and folisch. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 
mi. 201 The foolishest sorte amonge the lawyers. 1692 
Locke Lduc. § 94 Wks. 1727 III. 38 Think no man..wiser 
or foolisher, than he really is. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. 
iv, Women are so very foolish, Mr. Squeers. 1866 Gro. 
picts F. Holt (1868) 19, I was foolish to expect anything 
else. 

absol, ¢1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode u. xc. (1869) 108 The 
maymed, the foolich, the founded, the froren, 1526 Tin- 
DALE Luke x. 2r Thou hast hyd these thynges from the 
wyse..and opened them to the folisshe. 1741 RicHARDSON 
Pamela 1. 163 Well, well, Lambkin (which the Foolish 
often calls me), ; ett ee 

2. Befitting a fool; proceeding from, or indicative 


of folly. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 1. 793 Thyn ire, and folish wilful- 
nesse. c¢1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xiii. 170 The rewarde 
of his folyshe loue. 1826 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 7b, 
Here perauenture the carnall and beestly man wyll moue a 
folysshe questyon. 1628 Earte Microcosm., Plausible Man 
(Arb.) 60 He can listen to a foolish discourse with an ap- 
plausive attention. 1651 Honsres Leviath. 11. xxxii, 196 
Selfe-conceit, and foolish arrogance. 1735 Pore Pro. Sat. 
212 Where Wits..wonder with a foolish face of praise. 1784 
Cowrer Viroc. 255 To follow foolish precedents .. is easier 
than to think, 1828 Scorr /. MZ. Perth v, Her foolish 
notions of aconyent. 1859 Tennyson Enid 433 Nor speak 
I now from foolish flattery. | 

3. Ridiculous, + amusing. 

1514 Barcray Cyt. 6 Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 21 Nought 
is more folysshe than suche wretches be. 1691 SoOUTHERNE 
Sir A. Love wv. Wks. (1721) 222’T will be foolish enough to 
observe him, when he discovers me; pray stay and laugh 
le me. 1717 Prior Admat.115 A foolish figure He must 
make, 

4. Humble, insignificant, paltry, poor, mean, 
trifling. arch. or dial. 

1592 Suaks. Row. §& Ful. 1. v. 124 We haue a trifling 
foolish Banquet towards, 1596 — Merch. V. 1. ii. 130 Hee 
of all the men that euer my foolish eyes look’d vpon, was 
the best deseruing a faire Lady. 1597 Grrarpe Herbal u1. 
xxxiil. § 9. 235 Stalkes; whereupon do grow foolish idle 
flowers. “1625 Jackson Creed v. iv. § 5 Base Licinus hath 
a pompous Tombe.. Wise Cato but a foolish one, 1833 
CaRLYLE Misc. (1857) III. 218 Owes favour. .to the foolishest 
accident. 1862 Mrs. Browninc Last Poems, Parting Lovers 
ii. 5 Thou hast not seen a hand push through A foolish 
flower or two. 1890 BotprEwoop Colonial Reformer (1891) 
420 A hundred miles is..no foolish ride, ; 

5. Comb., as foolish-bold, -compounded, -looking, 
-wise, -witty. Also, + foolish fire, Jens faluus ; 
foolish guillemot, an aquatic bird, Lomvza trotle. 

1613 T. Mites Treas. Anc. §& Mod. Times vu. xii. 769/2 
Phlegyas became (in the end) so ouer-weening and *foolish- 
bold that [etc.]. 1597 Suaks. 2 Hen. /V, 1. ii, 8 The braine 


FOOLISH-HARDY. 


of this *foolish compounded Clay-man, 1605 VERSTEGAN 
Rest. Dec. Intell. 217 Dwas-licht, That which wee other- 
wise call the *Foolish-Fyre. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., 
* Foolish Guillemot, the web-footed diving-bird Uria troile, 
common on our coasts. 1851 Mayne Reip Scalp Hut. vii, 
Gaudy and *foolish-looking uniforms. 1590 GREENE O77. 
Fur. (1594) Dib, The heauen of loue is but a pleasant hell, 
Where none but “foolish wise imprisned dwell. 1592 SHAKS. 
Ven. & Ad. 838 How loue is wise in follie, *foolish wittie. 


+ Foolish-hardy, a. Ods. =FootHarpy. 

1533 Frita Azsw. to More Lvijb, I can not be so folishe 
hardy as to condempne suche an infinite nombre for oure pre- 
lates pleasures. 1632 T. TayLor Goa’s Fudgemt. 1. 1. Vii. 
(1642) 15 So..foolish hardy as to take up armour. 

absol. 1561 Daus tr. Bullinger on Afoc. (1573) 15 The 
Lord Christ. .restreyneth the foolishhardy. 

Hence + Foo‘lish-ha‘rdiness, foolhardiness. 

1525 Lp. Berners Froiss. II. ccxvii. (1812) 670 Their 
valyauntnesse turneth to folyssh hardynes. 1578 Ricu 
Allarme to Eng. Lib (marg.), Not valiaunce, but foolish 
hardinesse. 

Foolishly (filifli), adv. [f. as prec. + -ty?.] 
Tn a foolish manner. 

c1489 Caxton Sonunes of Aymon ix. 243 ‘ Alas’, sayd 
Reynawde, ‘ ye speke folysly’. 1561 Win3eTv L.xhortation 
Marie Q. Scottis Wks. 1888 I. 21 Quha fuleschlie assentit to 
thair prydefull arrogance, 1609 Skene Reg. JZaz. 83 Gif 
ane Burges wife. .answeres fulishlie in Court. 1711 AppIson 
Spect. No. 98 ® 5 We.. foolishly contrive to call off the Eye 
from great and real Beauties, to childish Gewgaws. 1795 
Burke Cory. IV. 327 The Catholics have foolishly .. 
disarmed themselves. 1874 Morey Compromise (1886), 148 
Opinions. .foolishly and unreasonably associated with pain. 

Foolishness (f7'lifnés). [f. as prec. + -NESS.] 

1. The quality or condition of being foolish, 

c1470 Henry Wadlace v. 631 Quhat is this luff? no thing 
bot folychnes. 1611 Biste Ps. xxxviii. 5 My wounds 
stinke .. because of my foolishness. 1628 WiTrHER Sit. 
Rememb. vi. 442 Converts their wisedome into foolishnesse. 
1718 Prior Solomon 11. goo, I. .shape my Foolishness to their 
Desire. 1858 Doran Crt. Mools 95 Listening to the pre- 
tended foolishness of a jester. 

2. A foolish practice, act, or thing; an absurdity. 

1535 CoverDALE Wisd. xix. 3 They deuysed another 
foolishnes. 1553 Upati Flowers Latine (1560) 88 b, It is 
a foolishnesse to suffer that ill to bee dooen, that a man 
maye auoyde. 1843 J. B. Ropertson tr. Moehler’s Sym- 
bolisne 1. 40 Those opinions, which make the doctrine of 
the fall a foolishness. 

+ Fool-large, @.and sé. Obs. Forms: 3 fol- 
large, 4-5 fole-, foollarge, 6-7 foole-large [a. 
OF. follarge, f. fol Foou a.+ large liberal, munifi- 
cent, prodigal: see Large a. Cf. FooLHARDY.] 

A. adj. Foolishly liberal, prodigal, wasteful. 

1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 389 In spenynge he was fol large. 
¢ 1386 CHAucEeR Pars. T. P 740 Certes he that is fool large, 
ne yeueth nat his catel but he leseth his catel. 1474 CAxToN 
Chesse i. viii, Fole large and waystours of theyr goodes. 
1603 H. Crosse Vertues Commw. (1878) 69 Foole-large in 
distributing his goods, to waste his patrimonie. 

B. sb. 1. A prodigal, spendthrift. 

a1420 Hoccteve De Reg. Princ. 4628 And syn fool large 
on gold settip his herte No more ban pe liberal. 

= FOOL-LARGESSE, 

1474 Caxton Chesse 11. viii. (1860) Liij, And ye shall 
ynderstonde that fole large is a ryght euyl vyce. 

+Foo:l-la‘rgess. Ods. Forms: 4 fool-largesse, 
4-5 foly-larges(se, 5 folargesse. [f. prec. after 
LaRGESSE.] Foolish lavishness, prodigality. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucrer Pars. T. P 740. 813 Men oughten eschue 
fool-largesse, that men clepen wast. 1422 tr. Secreta Secret., 
Priv. Priv, (E. E. 'T. 8.) 134 The exspensis of folargesse. 
1525 Lp. Berners Forss, I]. xxvi. 72 He neuer loued folly, 
outrage, nor foly-larges. 

+ Foo'lmonger. 02s. [f. Foo. sd.1+-monceEr.] 
One who ‘trades on’ the credulity of fools. 

1592 G, Harvey Pierce's Super. Wks. (Grosart) II. gt An.. 
arrant foolemunger. 1681 Orway Soldier's Fort. 1. Wks. 
(1735) 12 Of all the rogues I would not be a foolmonger. 

Foolocracy (félpkrasi). humorous. [f. Foon 
sb.1 +-(0)CRACY.] a. Government by fools. b. 
A governing class or clique consisting of fools. 

1832 Syp. SmitH Le?. 21 Nov. in Wewz. (1855) II. 341 The 
foolocracy under which it has so long laboured. 1861 GEN. 
P. Tuomrson Audi Alt, III. cxliv. 127 The management 
of affairs has been .. given up to, what may for conciseness 
be called a ‘ foolocracy’. 

Foolometer (flgm/to1). humorous. [f. as 
prec. + -(0)METER.] That which serves as astandard 
for the measurement of fools or of folly. 

1837 Syp. Smitu 2nd. Let. Singleton Wks. 1859 II. 285/1, 
I am astonished that these Ministers neglect the common 
precaution of a foolometer .. I mean, the acquaintance and 
society of three or four regular British fools as a test of 
public opinion, 1851 Fraser's Mag. XLIII. 633 The 
weakest intellect was the foolometer by which all brains 
were to be tried at lessons. 

Foolosopher (filp'spfax). amorous. Also 6 
foolelosopher, 7 fooleosopher, [perversion of 
PHILOSOPHER, after Foon sd.!, imitating Gr. 
papécopos used by Erasmus.] A foolish pretender 
to philosophy. 

1549 CHAtoner Evasmt. Morie Enc. Aiij, Suche men.. 
that in deede are archdoltes, and woulde be taken yet for 
sages and philosophers, maie I not aptely calle theim foole- 
losophers. ¢ 1600 Timon v. v. (1842) 94 What, stand yee 
idle, my fooleosophers [ frizted foolc-]? 1694 Ecuarp Plan- 
tus 197 A fine foolosopher ! 

So Foolo'sophy, foolish pretence of philosophy. 

1592 GREENE Def, Conny Catch. To Rdr. Wks. (Grosart) XI, 
43 ‘That quaint and mysticall forme of Foolosophie. 1617 S. 
Cottins Def. BS. Ely u. vi. § 23. 241 Fine phoolosophyes. 
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+ Fool sage, Ods. [a. OF. *fol sage (= saige 
fol, Palsgr.), lit. ‘wise fool’.] A fool or jester. 

1377 LANG. P. PZ. B. xii. 423 3e lordes .. Pat fedeth foles 
sages [1393 C. vit. 83 fool sages], flatereres and lyeres. ¢ 1400 
Tpomedon (Kélbing) 351 He..made him a fole sage. 

Foo'l’s-cap, foo'lscap. : 

1. A cap of fantastic shape, usually garnished 
with bells, formerly worn by fools or jesters. 

1632 Massincer City Madam w. iv, A French hood too.. 
A fool’s cap would show better. 1680 R. Manset Warr. 
Popish Plot Addr. C ij, Some or other will take the Fools- 
cap off from their heads, and put it upon ours. 1789 WoL- 
corr (P. Pindar) Ode xiv. Wks. 1812 II. 247 The Muse 
shall place a Fool's-cap on their sculls. 1839 Loner. 
Beware v, It is a fool’s-cap for thee to wear. 


b. A dunce’s cap. 

1831 Blackw, Mag. Feb. 409 Mr. Sadler crowns our 
prodigy on the spot..with a paper fool’s cap. 1876 GRANT 
Burgh, Sch. Scott. u. v. 207 Smart castigation is, in our 
opinion, much preferable to fool’s cap, imprisonment [etc. ]. 

Comb. 1831 Blackw, Mag. Feb. 410/1 Our fool’s-cap- 
crowned Reviewer. 1823 Byron Yvan x1. lxxxii, A huge, 
dun cupola, like a foolscap crown On a fool’s head. 

2. The device of a ‘ fool’s cap’ used as a water- 
mark for paper. 

It has been asserted that the fool’s cap mark was introduced 
by Sir John Spielmann or Spilman, a German who built a 
paper-mill at Dartford in 1580; but we have failed to find 
any trustworthy authority for this statement. The Brit. Mus. 
copy of Rushworth’s Hést¢. Codd. (1659) is marked with this 
device, The watermark called by Sotheby (Przzc. III.) a 
‘fool’s cap’, and said by him to occur in some copies of 
Caxton’s Golden Legend, seems not to be correctly so 
called. The catalogue of the Caxton Exhibition (1877) states 
that examples of the fool’s cap, dating from 1479, are found 
in a German collection there exhibited, There is no 
foundation for the often-repeated story that the Rump 
Parliament ordered a fool’s cap to be substituted for the 
royal arms in the watermark of the paper used for the 
journals of the House. 

1795 DENNE in Archevologia XII. 121 The Fool’s cap is 
not in either the Paston Letters or Mr. Ord’s Plates. The 
date of that device in Mr. Fisher’s is as late as 1661, 

3. A long folio writing- or printing-paper, vary- 
ing in size (see quots. 1871, 1888). 

A document of 1714, shown to us by Mr. R. B. Prosser, is 
written on paper bearing the fool’s cap watermark, and 
measuring 16313 in. In 1795 the mark was obsolete ; 
see quot. in b. 

a1700 B. E. Dict. Cant, Crew, Fool’s-Cap, a sort of Paper 
socalled. 1711 Act10 Anne c. 18 § 37 For all Paper called 
--Fine Fools Cap. 1843 Lerevre Life Trav. Phys. 1.1. ii. 
28 One side of asheet of foolscap. 1871 Amer. Encycl. Print., 
Foolscap, a folded writing-paper, usually 12 by 15 inches, or 
12% by 16. 1888 Jacosr Printer’s Voc., Foolscap, a size of 
printing paper 17 X 134 inches; writing paper 16# x 134 inches. 

b. attrib. as foolscap paper, sheet, etc.; also, 
foolscap folio, octavo, quarto, said of a volume 
consisting of sheets of foolscap size folded in the 


manner specified. 

1795 Denne in Avchezologia XII. 121 The Fool’s cap 
paper has for its mark Britannia. 1818 Byron BefZo lxxv, 
Fellows In foolscap uniforms turn’d up with ink. 1820 
Soutuey Ze#z. (1856) III. 177 Verses which I used to send 
you by the foolscapsheetful. 1886 Ruskin Preterita I. 409 
An essay nine foolscap pages long. 1887 Zimes 27 Aug. 
11/4 In a foolscap volume of 260 pages. 


Fool’s coat. 

1. The motley coat of a fool or buffoon. 

1589 Nasue Martins Months minde 'To Rdr. Wks. 
(Grosart) I. 166 When they shall put off their fooles coat. 
1599 B. Jonson Lv. Man out of Hum. i. i, Of as many 
colours, as ere you saw any fooles coat in your life. 

transf. and fig. 1709 H, CHANDLER Effort agst. Bigotry 


17 Non-Conformists, Church-men..or whatever Fool’s Coat - 


of Distinction their uncharitable envious Neighbours put 
upon them. 1718 WarpeR 7rue Amazons (ed. 2) 54 Their 
{the Wasps’] Fools Coat, and hoarse Voice, doth soon 
discover them. 1735 Pore Domne Sat. iv. 221 Our Court.. 
helps it [the stage] both to fools-coats and to fools, 

2. (See quot.) 

az7oo B. EB. Dict. Cant. Crew, A Fool’s-Coat, a Tulip so 
called, striped with Red and Yellow. 

3. A name for the goldfinch. 

a 1682 Six T, Browne Birds Norfolk Wks. 1852 III. 322. 

4. A bivalve mollusc, /socardza cor, better known 
as heart-shell (Cent. Dict.). 

Foolship (f7lfip). [f. Foon sd.1 +-surp.] 

1. The quality or state of being a fool or jester. 

1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Laugh § be fat Wks. u. 70/2 
Rather then for fooleship we will brawle, You shall be foole 
at Court, on Thames, and all. 

2. A mock title for a fool. 

1643 Owen Puritan turned Yesuit 29 Let thy great foole- 
ship know that [ete.]. 1663 CowLry Cutter Coleman St. 1. 
vi, The Law will allow her honourable Alimony out 0’ your 
Foolship’s Fortune. 1746 W. Horstry Yool No. 24 ® 4 My 
Foolship cannot talk like other People’s. 

Fool’s Paradise. Also 9 fool-paradise. 

1, A state of illusory happiness or good fortune ; 
enjoyment based on false hopes or anticipations. 

1462 W. Paston in Paston Lett, No. 457 II. 109, I wold 
not be in a folis paradyce. 1477 Norton Ord. A/ch. ii. in 
Ashm. (1652) 28 For lewde hope is fooles Paradice. 1528 
Roy Rede Me (Arb.) 86 Thus my lady, not very wyse, Is 
brought in-to foles paradyse. 1687 Be. CARTWRIGHT in 
Maga. Coll. §& Fas. II (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 189 Populacy .. is 
the Fool’s Paradise. 1709 E. W. Life of Donna Rosina 148 
Thus was an old experienc’d villain brought into a Fool’s 
Paradice. 1806-7 J. BerEsrorD M/iseries Humt, Life (1826) 
xu. xxxii, You have been revelling in a fool’s paradise of 
leisure. 1856 Mrs. BrowninG Aur. Leigh tv. 341 Love’s 
fool-paradise Is out of date, like Adam's, 





FOOT. 
+2. (See quot.) Obs. 


1644 Dicey Nat. Bodies 1. xxix. 257 Those triangular 
glasses or prismes which some do call fooles Paradises. 


Foolyie, Sc. var. of Fo 56.1 

Foomart, -murt, var. forms of Foumart. 

Foome, obs. form of Foam. 

Foon (e, obs. pl. of For. 

Foord, obs. form of Forp. 

Foore, var. of Fors sb. Obs., a track. 

Foorth, obs. and Sc. form of Fort#. 

Foos(e. aia. Also fews, fooz, fouse. 
House-leek, Sempervivum tectorum. 

17.. H. Robertson's School of Arts 1. 57 (Jam.) Take 
a quantity of house-leek commonly called foose. 

Fooster (fz‘sto1). Anglo-Zrish. Bustle. 

Hence Foo'ster v. ztr., to bustle off 

1847 Le Fanu 7. O'Brien 25 Where is it you're going, my 
colleen Beg, in all this foosther? 1850 JV. § Q. 1st Ser. II, 
153 Full of fun and fooster, like Mooney’s goose, 1892 
Jane Bartow Jrish Idylls III. 56 The hen that had 
foosthered off with herself down the bog. 

Foot (fut), sd. 72. feet (fit). Forms: Sing. 
1-2 f6t, 3-4 fot, south. vot, 3-6 fote, fut, (3 
fhote, fott, 5 fowte, foyte), 5-6 fotte, 5-7 
foote, (7 foott), 8-9 dzal. fit, 3- foot. Sc. 4-7 
fute, (4 fut, 6 fuit), 6- fit. 2 1-2 fét, fet, 
fotas, 2 fiet, (genzt. 1 fota, 3 fote; dat. 1 fotum, 
3 foten), 3-5 fet, (3 fett, fite, 4 fyte), 4-5 fete, 
(4 Sc. feyt, 5 feytt), 5-8 feete, (6 fette, fiete, 
7 feeten), 5-6 fotes, (6 footes), 7 (9 in sense 22) 
foots, 4-feet. [Com. Teut.: OE. /é¢ str. mase. 
(dat. sing. nom, and acc. pl. /é), corresponds to 
OF ris. fot, OS. fot, fuot, (Du. voet), OHG. fSuoz, 
(MHG., veoz, mod.Ger. fuss), ON. fotr, (Sw. fot, 
Da. fod); Goth. fotus. The OTeut. */é¢ (a con- 
sonant-stem) represents OAryan *Jod-, which with 
the ablaut-variants *Jed-, pdd-, is found with cog- 
nate senses in most of the Aryan langs.: cf. Skr. 
pad (gen, pads) foot, pad to go to, add neut. 
footstep ; Lith. déda footstep ; Gr. ovs (Dor. Atol. 
mus), gen, odds foot, me(ds (:—gedyds) on foot ; 
Lat. pes, accus. péd-em foot; ON. fet str. neut., 
step, foot as a measure, /efa to make one’s way, 
OE. fet str. neut., step, OHG. fezganx to go; see 
also FrnrtEr sb, Possibly Fur v., FetcH v., FETLOCK 
may belong to the same root.] 

1. The lowest part of the leg beyond the ankle- 
joint. 

Beowulf 745 (Gr.) Sona hefde unlifigendes eal zefeormod 
fet and folma. cgso Lindisf Gosp, John xi. 2 Maria.. 
zedryzde his foet mid herum feex hire. a1o000 Phenix 311 
(Gr.) Pees fugles..fealwe fotas. c1200-Tvin. Coll. Hom, 21 
And nailed parto his fet, and his honden. 1297 R. Giouc, 
(1724) 490 He vel of is palefrey, & brec is fot. cx350 W277. 
Palerne 1766 William & be mayde pat were white beres, 
gon forp..Fersly on here foure fet. 1375 BArsBour Sruce 
ul. 359 Knychtis.. Wndyr horss feyt defoulyt. 1434 Misyn 
Alena Life x. 121 Sayntis feet ar to be waschyd for pai 

raw duste of be erth. 1538 Starkey Zxgland 1. ii. 48 
The fote to go, and hand to holdand rech, 1601 SHAks. 
Twel, N. ut. ii. 66 So much blood. .as will clog the foote of 
a flea. 1674 N. Cox Gentil. Recreat. u. (1677) 228 Having 
flown with a Goshawk .. till March, give her some good 
Quarry in her Foot. 1845 Foro Hazdbk. Spain 1,52 No 
Spaniard. .ever took a regular walk on his own feet—a walk 
for the sake of mere health. 1851 Ruskin S/ones Ven. (1874) 
1. vii. 74 A foot has two offices, to bear up and to hold firm. 
188: R. M’Lacutan in Aycycl. Brit, X11. 144/1 Plantule 
(much marked in the feet of Diptera, which climb polished 
surfaces, &c., by means of them). 

Jig. 1570-6 LamBARDE Peramd, Kent (1826) 191 It wanteth 
not the feete of sound reason to stand upon, 

+b. In the oath or exclamation, Christ's foot, 

later ’s foot or simply foot. Cf. BLoop 1 e. Obs. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Miller's T. 596 Ey, Cristes fote! what 
wil ye do therwith? c1600 Distr. Emperor 1. i. in Bullen. 
O. Pd. (1884) III. 212 Foote, man, let him be ten thousand 
preists and a will styll want somethynge. 1662 T. W. 
Thorny Abbey 13, ’S foot, doe you think we gave him 
warning. 

+e. By some anatomists used for; The whole 

limb from the hip-joint to the toes. Also, great 
foot. (Cf. great hand for the whole upper limb.) 
Obs. 


The 


1541 R. Copranp Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg. Kiijb, The 
great fote lasteth fro the ioynt of the hukcle .. vnto the 
ferdest parte of the toes. 1661 Lovett Hist, Anim. §& Min. 
302 The foot is divided into foemur.. the tibia.. and the 
foot extreme. 

2. Viewed with regard to its function, as the 
organ of locomotion. In rhetorical and poetical 
use often (in sing. or pl.) qualified by adjs. denoting 
the kind of movement (as sw2/t, slow, stealthy, etc.), 
or employed as the subject of verbs of motion. 

c1000 Ags. Ps, xxxv[i]. 12 [11], (Spelm.) Ne cume me fot 
ofermodignysse, @1340 HAmpoLr Psalter xviii. 4 Pe fame 
of a good man gas ferrere pan his fote may. 1603 SHAKs. 
Meas. for M. Vv. i. 400 Death, Which I did thinke, with 
slower foot came on. 1667 Mitton P, LZ, x1. 848 Tripping 
ebbe, that stole With soft foot towards the deep. @1774 
Frercusson Poems (1789) Il. 107 Eild wi’ wyly fit, te 
wearing nearer bit by bit. 1813 Scorr 77term. 1. xxiv, 
Foot of man.. hath ne’er Dared to cross the Hall of Fear. 
1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest xxi, I was not aware of 
your presence. Your foot is so light. 1875 Jowetr Plato 
(ed. 2) III, 28 Dogs. .swift of foot. 1878 Browninc La 


FOOT. 


ee 18 Useful as is Nature, to attract the tourist’s 
oot. 

Proverb. ¢1300 Cursor M. 28939 (Cott. Galba) Gangand 
fote ay getes fode. 1670 Ray Prov. 262 A walking foot is 
ay getting. 

Jig. 1607 Suaxs, Cor. 1v. vii. 7 Unless by using means 
I lame the foot Of ourdesign. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts, 
N. T. 103 No man can come to me by the foot of a true 
faith except my Father. .inlighten his understanding. 

b. Hence, a person as walking. Ods. exc. dial. 
in first foot (see First C. 2); similarly + evz? foot, 
one whom it is unlucky to meet. ‘f Also (rarely) 
used simply for ‘ person’. 

c1200 Vices § Virtues 29 Danne Se cump eft sum euel .. 
ne 3elief Su naht al swa sume..segged pat hie imetten euel 
fot, priest oder munec. a1225 Leg. Kath. 2273 He het 
hetterliche, anan widuten be burh, bihefden ham, euch fot. 
1sg2 Suaxs. Rom. §& Ful. v. iil. 19 What cursed foot 
wanders this wayes to night? 1609 Skene Ree. Maz., Bur- 
row Lawes cxxxiv, He..offers his awin fute for his pledge. 

+3. Power of walking or running. Obs, 

a 1300 Cursor M. 20885 (Cott.) Petre..to be cripels he gaf 
pam fote. ax1400-s0 Alexander 1236 Alle pe folke of his 
affinite .. bat outhire fote had or fole to be flizt foundid. 
c¢x450 Henryson Parl. Beistis 32 Ay rinnis the Foxe, als 
lang as he fute has, [Similarly 1g00-20 Dunpar Poems 
xlix. 48). 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) Il. 123 
Horses may alter as to their Speed or Foot (as ‘tis called). 

4. ellipt. Foot-soldiers; in early use + men of 

foot. Cf. Foorman 1. Often immediately follow- 
ing an ordinal, ‘ regiment of’ being omitted. 

1568 GraFTon Chron. II. 245 Men of armes, and ix 
thousand Archers, beside men of foote. 1597 SHAKSs. 
2 Hen. [V.u. i. 186 Fifteene hundred Foot, fiue hundred 
Horse. 1633 T, Starrorp Pac. Hib. x. (1821) 120 ‘The 
President was a Captaine of Foot. 1709 SrreLe Zatler 
No. 17 P 3 Their Foot repulsed the same Body of Horse 
in three successive Charges. 1849 Macautay Hzst. Exg. I. 
296 At the close of the reign of Charles the Second, most of 
his foot were musketeers. 1878 Trimen Reg. Brit. Army 
89 Forty-Fourth Foot..captured the Eagle of the 62nd 
French Infantry at Salamanca. 

5. a. The end of a bed, a grave, etc., towards 
which the feet are placed. Formerly often £/., 
now szzg. (cf, sense 19). 

@1300 Cursor M. 17288+ 218 (Cott.) Pat one at be fote of 
be graf, pat other at the hede. c1386 CuHAucer Reeve's 
T. 293 He..bare it soft unto his beddes fete. c14qz Hoc- 
cLEVE AZin. Poems (1892) 238 In a cofre at my beddes 
feet yee Shul fynde hem. c1zro C, Fiennes Diary (1888) 
239 ‘Vhere was such another screen or raile at y® ffeete of 
the bed, 1821 Keats /sabed xxxv, At her couch’s foot 
Lorenzo stood, 1891 Law Ref. Weekly Notes 201/r His 
trousers .. were hanging over the foot of the bed. 

b. The part of a stocking, etc. which covers the 
foot. 

1577 Harrison Exeland i. ix. (1877) 1. 206 He will carrie 
his hosen. .to save their feet from wearing. 1726 SHELVOCKE 
Voy. (1757) 112 A sort of knit buskins without feet to them. 
1882 CAULFEILD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework 463/1 Silk 
({hose] with cotton feet. 

II. 6. Prosody.  [transl. of L. p2s, Gr. rovs ; 
the term is commonly taken to refer to the move- 
ment of the foot in beating time.] A division of 
a verse, consisting of a number of syllables one of 
which has the ictus or principal stress. 

c1oso Byrhtferth’s Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 313 
pet pentimemeris byd pe todzld bet vers on bam odrum 
fet & byd zemet healf fot to lafe. 1387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) V. 147 Iuvencius pe preost wroot be gospelles to be 
chirche of Rome in vers of sixe feet. c1560 B. GooGrE fit. 
7. Phayre Poems (Arb.) 72 Virgils verse hath greater 
grace in forrayne foote obtaynde, Than in his own. 1600 
Suaxs. A. Y. L. ut. ii. 173 Some of them had in them more 
feete then the Verses would beare.. 1700 Drypen Pref 
Fables (Globe) 499 Some thousands of his verses. .are lame 
for want of half a foot. 1803 Coteripce Metrical Feet 3 
Spondee..strong foot! yea ill able Ever to come up with 
ey trisyllable. 1846 Wricut Zss. Mid. Ages I, i. 14 
‘The Saxons did not measure their verse by feet. 


III. As a unit of measurement. 

7. A lineal measure originally based on the length 
of a man’s foot. (The English foot consists of 
12 inches, and is } of a YARD.) Hence, a measure 
of surface and of solid space (explicitly sguware or 
superficial, cubic or solid foot) equal to the content 
respectively of a square and a cube the side of 


which measures one foot. 

Often in sing. when preceded by numerals. 

azo00 Laws Afthelstan iv. 5 in Thorpe I. 224, .ix. fota 
& .ix. sceefta munda & .ix. bere-corna. ¢1205 Lay. 21996 
He is imeten a brade, fif & twenti foten ; fif fote he is deop. 
1325 Chron. Eng. 83 in Ritson Metr. Rom. 11. 273 Fourti 
fet..Into the see he made him lepe. 1489 Coztract in 
Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 309 A doore in 
brede iiij foote standard. 1523 FitzHers. Surv. 35 
Howe many footes euery one of them be in length. 
1624 Massincer Pav/. Love v. i, I'll build A room of eight 
feet square. 1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 1. 89 The 
Indigo Plant grows about two Foot high. 1722 Dre For 
Col. Fack (1840) 192 Our privateer .. outsailed her, running 
two feet for her one. 1816 KeatincE Trav. (1817) I. 87 
Every foot of this tract is argillaceous wheat-land. 1833 
Hr. Martineau Loom & Lugger 1. vii. 115 Who stood 
about five feet in their shoes, 1862 AnsTED Channel Js/. 
iv. App. A (ed. 2) 565 The linear Jersey foot is equivalent to 
only eleven English inches. 

b. Used to express ‘the least distance or space,’ 
with a, one or anegative. + Hach foot: all the way. 

a1300 Cursor M. 7526 (Cott.) Forth a fote ne moght he 
ga. Jbid. 15391 (Cott.) Fra ban he ran him ilk fote, ne yode 
he noght pe pas, 13.. Coer de L. 2361 He shal not have 

Vou, IV. 
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a fote of lond. c1435 Torr. Portugal 239 He durst go no 
fote Lest they wold hyme sle. 1596 SHaxs. 1 Hen. JV, 11. 
ii. 23 Ile starue ere I rob a foote further. @1800 Lizie 
Lindsay in Child Ballads vu. (1892) 265 Bonnie Lizie.. 
a fit furder couldna win. 

+e. Hence Lvery foot (and anon): incessantly. 

1561 P. Morwyne tt, Cosmpend. Fosephus’ Hist. Fews 56 b, 
Antipater made feastes euery foote [L. sizgwlis diebus) for 
thy brother Pheroras and him selfe. 1601 Hottanp Pliny 
II. 243 Such a worke they made sometime in chafing and 
frying their bodies against a good fire, but euery foot in 
bringing them abroad into the hot Sunne. 1639 GENTILIS 
Servita’s Ingitis. (1676) 855 The Inquisitors do every foot 
write to Rome. 1692 R. L’Estrance Paddles cccclvili. 434 
This Man’s Son would every foot and anon be taking some 
of his Companions into the Orchard, 1784 Cuttum fist. 
Hawsted 171 Every Foot anon every now and then. 

8. A measure in tin-mining: (see quot. 1778). 

1602 Carew Cornwall 13b, They measure their black 
Tynne by..the Foote. 1778 Pryce Alin. Cornub,, Foot, an 
ancient measure for black Tin, two gallons; now a nominal 
measure, but in weight 60 lb. 

9. A measure in sizing grindstones (see quot.). 

1844 MeCuttocu Dict. Commerce 615 They [grindstones] 
are classed in eight different sizes, called foots, according 
to their dimensions.. A grindstone foot is 8 inches: the 
size is found by adding the diameter and thickness together. 
Thus, a stone 56 inches diameter by 8 thick..is an 8-foot 
stone. 

TV. Something resembling a foot in function or 
position. 

10. The lower (usually projecting) part of an 
object, which serves to support it; the base. 

1382 Wycuir rod. xxvii. 10 Twenti pilers, with so feele 
brasun feet. c1400 Maunbev. (1839) ii. 1o Therfore made 
thei the Foot of the Cros of Cedre. 1509 Fisuer /77. 
Serm. Hen. VIT. Wks. (1876) 274 He..kyssed..the lowest 
parte, the fote of the monstraunt. 1571 Diccrs Pazfom. 111. 
xv. Siij b, Admit BCD a piller .. my desire is to knowe the 
waight of the fote. 1611 Biste Zxod. xxx. 18 A Lauer of 
brasse, and his foote also of brasse. 1802 Mar. EpGEworTH 
Moral T. (1816) I. 214 You have seen this vase .. and 
.. the lines inscribed on the foot of it. 1875 ForTnum 
Majolica iii. 31 Dishes .. with .. a projecting circular 
‘giretto” behind, forming a foot or base. 

b. (See quot. 1892). 

1869 Sir E. Reep Shipbuild. vii. 121 The frames behind 

armour in this part of the ship terminate in a foot at the 
lower deck. 1892 Lockwood’s Dict. Mech. Engin., Foot, 
a base or flange which sustains a casting or structure. 
“11. a. Zool. Applied to various organs of loco- 
motion or attachment belonging to certain inverte- 
brate animals ; in more precise technical language 
distinguished by special names, as ambulacrum, 
podium, pseudopodium, etc. 

1835 Kirsy Had. & Inst. Anim. 1. v. 177 The foot, or 
base by which the common coral is attached to the rocks. 
1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 7or/2 In..the Conchiferous 
mollusks..the foot constitutes a principal part of the body. 
1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 551 The little 
animal..is..possessed of a ‘foot,’ often very long and 
moveable, by the aid of which it can crawl upon a solid 
surface. 1852 Dana Crust. 1. 10 Feet ambulatory or 
prehensile. 

b. Sot. In various uses. The part (of a petal) 
by which it is attached ; the part (of a hair) below 
the epidermis; also, in ferns, mosses, etc. (see 


quot. 1882). 

1671 Grew Anat. Plants 1. v. (1682) 35 The Foot of each 
Leaf being very long and slender. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 
427 The foot is an organ by which the embryo attaches 
itself to the tissue of the prothallium, in order to draw 
nourishment from it. 1891 A. JoHNSTONE Bof. 44 The part 
within the epidermal surface developing into the foot, and 
the protruded portion into the body of the hair. 

12. Printing. . (See quots.) 

1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 1. 376 Foot of the Letier, 
the Break-end of the Shanck of a Letter. 1888 SourHwarpD 
in Encycl. Brit, XXIII. 698 The groove g divides the bottom 
of the type into two parts called the feet. 

13. The extremity of the leg (of a pair of 
compasses, a chair, etc.), 

1551 RecorDE Pathw. Knowl. 1. iii, Set one foote of the 
compasse in the verye point of the angle. 1703 Moxon 
Mech. Exerc. 206 Describe a Circle..by placing one Foot 
in the prick-mark, and turning about the other Foot. 1831 
Brewster Offices iii. 25 Place one foot of the compasses in 
the quadrant VF. 

14. Of a plough: (See quots. and PLouGH-Foot). 

1523 Firzuers. Hvsd. § 4 A man maye temper for one 
thynge in two or thre places, as for depnes. ‘The fote is 
one. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury ut. viii. 333/2 The Foot, is 
the piece of Hooked or Bended Wood, at the end of the 
Plow, under the Suck. 1846 Fru. R. Agric. Soc. VII. 72 
If the foot was not wide, it would cut into the soil. 

15. Of an organ pipe (see quots.). 

1852 Se1pEL Organ 78 The foot upon which the whole 

ipe rests. 1876 Hires Catech. Organ iv. (1878) 25 The foot 
[ot a wooden organ pipe] is a tube introduced at the bottom 
of the pipe; it serves as a support, and also as a conductor 
of the wind. 

16. In a sewing-machine: The small plate which 
is pressed on the cloth to hold it steady. 

1877 Knicut Dict. Mech., Presser-foot. 188. Direct. 
Singer's‘ Mediune’ Sewing Mach., Adjust the corder-foot to 
the presser-bar.. In placing each succeeding cord, guide the 
fabric with the last cord sewed in the second groove of the foot. 

17. One of the marginal pieces forming a serrated 
edge round the carapace of the Hawkbill turtle ; 
otherwise called ‘hoofs’ or ‘claws’; in #/. the 
commercial name for the smaH plates of tortoise- 


shell which line the carapace. 
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V. The lowest part, bottom. 
18. The lowest part or bottom of an eminence, 
or any object in an erect or sloping position, as a 


wall, ladder, staircase, etc. Chiefly governed by 
preps. 

c1200 7772. Coll. Hom. 89 On pe fot of be dune be men 
clepen munt oliuete. a@1300 Cursor M. 2481 (Cott.) Vnder 
pe fote of mont mambre, bar he ches to seit his fee. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I1I. 65 At be foot of pe hille mount 
Olympus. 1497 Br. Atcock Mons Perfect. Ciij, The fote 
{of the ladder] stode by hym. 1582 N. LicuHerietp tr. 
Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. ii. 6b, A man..who was going 
to gather honny at the foote of a bush. 1667 Miron ?. L. 
i. 485 And now at foot Of Heav’ns ascent they lift thir 
Feet. 1678 Trial of Coleman 44 At the Foot of the Stair- 
case. 1717 Berxetey Let. Wks. 1871 IV. 80 Torre del 
Greco, a town situate at the foot of Vesuvius. 1779 J. Bur 
GoynE Lett. to Constit. (ed. 3) 15 Even the feet of the 
gallows, were resorted to for other recruits, 1815 Madconer's 
Dict. Marine, The Foot of a Mast, is the lower end, or 
that which goes into the step. 1860 TynDALL Glace. I. ii. 68 
A forest of dark pines .. gathered like a cloud at the foot of 
the mountain. 

b. The beginning or end of the slope (of a 
bridge). 

c1480 Merlin 227 Here be-fore the yates at the brigge 
foote. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI (an. 28) 160b, Ye 
rebelles drave the citezens from the stoulpes at the bridge 
foote. 1739 Lapetye Short Acc. Piers Westm. Bridge 
p. vi, Westminster-Bridge Foot. c18s0 Avad. Nis. (Rtldg.) 
597 They passed this bridge, at the foot of which they met 
with an old blind man. ; 

ce. Geom. Foot of the perpendicular: (see quot.). 

1840 LARDNER Geowz. xil. 147 The point.. where the 
perpendicular meets the plane, is called the foot of the 
perpendicular. 

d. Naut. (See quot. 1776.) 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. xviii. 495 We rolled up the foot of 
our Sail on a pole fastned to it. 1776 FALcoNnER Dict. 
Marine, Foot of a sail, lower edge or bottom, 1882 Nares 
Seamanship (ed. 6) 127 Carry up the foot. 

19. The lower end, bottom (of a page or docu- 
ment, a class or list, a table, etc.). Az foot: at the 
bottom (of a page). 

1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. tv. 142 Look in the Foot of 
the Table for the fifth Rhomb. 1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
II. 377 He claps the Fingers of his Left Hand about the 
Foot of the Page. 1722 Wottaston Relig. Wat. ix. 218 
At the foot of the page. 1835 THorrr Pref to Beowulf 
(1875) 8 Placing the proposed correction at foot, 1884 G. 
Moore Mummer's Wife (1887) 223 He was invited to take 
the foot of the table and help the cold salmon. 

20. Law. Foot of a fine (AF. pee, Anglo-Lat. Zes): 
that one of the ‘ parts’ of a tripartite indenture 
recording the particulars of a fine (see Fine sd,1 
6b), which remained with the court, the other two 
being retained by the parties. 

When the undivided sheet was placed so that this 
counterfoil could be read, it was actually at the ‘foot’ of 
the parchment (the extant ‘feet of fines’ have therefore 
their indentation at the top); in the other two counterparts 
the direction of the writing was at right angles to that of 
the ‘foot’, The expression Zes zudenturae ‘foot of the 
indenture’ also occurs. Horwood’s suggestion, that the 
term (L, es) arose from a misinterpretation of AF ges, pazs, 
‘peace’ is baseless. 

[2293 in Vear Bhs. 2t & 22 Edw. I (Rolls) 221 E ke cele 
fin se leva tel an coram &c. nus vochum le pee de la fin 
a garrantye.] 1581 Act 23 Eliz. c. 3. § 1 The Concorde, 
Note and Fote of everye suche Fyne. 1876 Dicsy Real Prop. 
ii. § 8. 93 A document was drawn up, called in later times 
the foot, chirograph, or indenture of the fine. 1895 
Pottock & Mairianp Hist. Eng. Law 1. 198 This ‘final 
concord’ or ‘fine’, will be drawn up by the royal clerks and 
one copy of it, the so-called ‘ Foot of the Fine’, will remain 
with the Court. 

21. What is written at the foot. 


+a. The sum or total (of an account). Ods. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV (1830) 154 note, ‘The foote of 
the deliveree of stuff’. 1520 Churchw. Acc. St. Giles, 
Reading 8 In the ffote of the same accompte xj! xiiijs vij". 
1623 Br. ANprewes Sev. Nativ. xvi. (1629) 148 So, it 
signifies to make the foot of an account. We call it the 
foot, because we write it below at the foot. 1692 DrypEN 
Cleomen. w.i, A trifling sum of Misery, New added to the 
foot of thy Account. 1712 STEELE Sect. No. 346 Pr The 
generous man .. will soon find upon the foot of his account 
that he has sacrificed to fools. 

+b. The refrain or ‘chorus’ (of a song). Zo 
bear a foot: to sing arefrain. Obs. 

1552 Hutoet, Dittye synger, or he that beareth y’ fote of 
the songe, Arzxsentor [sic]. c1868 in Laneham’s Let. (1871) 
Pref. 127 Here entreth Moros .. Synging the foote of many 
Songes, as fooles were wont. 1603 Knoties Hist. Yurkes 
777 A souldior..sung a dolefull dittie whereunto his fellows 
sighing bare a foot. 162x Motte Camerar. Liv. Libr.v. 
ii. 322 In praise of him certaine jygges were made which 
the yong lads vsed to sing..the foot of them was this; 
A thousand, thousand, thousand, we. .[etc.]. c 

22. (Plural foots). That which sinks to and lies 
upon the bottom ; bottoms, dregs ; the refuse in re- 
fining oil, etc.; coarse sugar. Cf. foot grease, sugar. 

160 Let, in Hakluyt Voy. I. 306 Much of this Waxe had 
a great foote..You must cause the foote to bee taken off 
before you doe weigh it. 1644 Nye Gunnery v. (1647) 11 
Fill up the Barrel with earth .. afterwards pour... clean 
water upon the earth. .then pull out the Taps or Spiggots. . 
and let the water drop out of that vessel into another. .this 
water when it hath dropped twice, is called water of Foot. 
1687 B. Ranpotpw Archipelago gt They raise the foot of 
the oyl, so that thick and thin goes together. 1770-4 A. 
Hunter Georg. Ess. (1803) 1. 318 The bottoms or foots of 
oil. 1871 Daily News 5 Jan., Lump sugar is 13¢. a pound, 
foots moist 9¢. 1886 E.wortny WW. Somerset Word-bk., 
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Foots, dregs, sediment. This here cyder ‘ont suit me, 
there’s to much voots in it. 
VI. Footing, standing, basis. 

+23. Foothold, standing-ground. Ods. 

1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 148/1 Their getting 
foote may be to their owne destruction. 1652 F. KirkMAN 
Cleris §& Lozia 113 Hinder new love from getting foot in 
her heart. 1662 More Philos. Writ. Pref. Gen. (1712) 19 
Considering also how far that Philosophy has already got 
foot in Christendom. i 

+24. The footing, basis, understanding, totality 
of conditions or arrangements, on which a matter 
is established ; the agreed or understood position 
or status which a person or thing occupies in rela- 
tion to another. =Foorr1ne vd/. sb. 8. Obs. 

1559 JEwEL Let. to Bullinger in Strype Ann. Ref. I. x. 
131 Religion was restored on that foot on which it stood in 
King Edwards time. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2116/1 The 
Salaries of all Officers..are likewise retrenched. The 
Counoils .. are to be reduced to the foot they were upon in 
the Year 1621. 1707 Freinp Peterborow's Cond. Sp. 7 
Matters were set upon a new Foot. 1735 BerKELEY Def 
Free-think. in Math. Wks. 1871 U1. 325 If you defend Sir 
Isaac’s notions. .it must be on the rigorous foot of rejecting 
nothing. 1745 P. Tuomas Voy. S. Seas 305 The Viceroy.. 
found he expected to be received on the same Foot with 
himself. 1762-71 H. WatroLe Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. 
(1786) III. 278 Boit .. was upon so low a foot, that he went 
into the country, and taught children to draw, 1767 
Frankuin Lett. Wks. 1887 1V. 9, I wish all correspondence 
was on the foot of writing and answering when one can. 
1827 Pottok Course T. 1x. 727 When he should stand 
on equal foot beside The man he wronged. 

+b. On the foot of: on the ground of. Ods, 

1679 Penn Addr. Prot. 11. 84 He laid the Sin of the Jews 
upon this Foot, viz., That they rejected him, after he had 
made proof of his Divine Mission. a@1797 H. WaALPoLe 
Mem. Geo. IT (x847) II. viii. 259 The Prince excused his 
own inapplication on the foot of idleness. E 

+25. Standard rate of calculation or valuation, 
Under foot : below standard value. Ods. 

1588 J. Metiis Briefe Justr. F viijb, Vse one Foote or 
Standerd of money in your accompt in your Leager. 1594 
Death of Usurie 12 The man beeing driuen to distresse, 
sels his corne farre vnder foote. 1645 QuarLeEs Sod. Recant, 
1, 44 Not deem'd a pen'worth under foot. 1691 LockE 
Lower. Interest Wks. 1727 II. 80 He must pay twenty 
per Cent. more for all the Commodities he buys with the 

floney of the new Foot. 1726 BerKELey in Fraser Zz iv. 
(1871) 137, I know money is at present on a very high foot 
of exchange. 1734 tr. Rollin's Anc. Hist. (1827) I. 1. iv. 
195 The disparity between the ancient and modern measures 
which it is hard to estimate on a fixed and certain foot. 

VII. Phrases. 

26. a. + Zo catch or have by the foot: to catchas 
in a trap; to hold fast, keep from flying. + Zo 
give (a person) @ foot: to trip (him) up. Zo have 
one foot in the grave: to be near death. 

1550 Larimer Sev, Fruitf. Serm. (1571) 90b, In answer- 
ing him to this they would haue caught him by the foote. 
1632 Massincer & Fietp Fatal Dowry 1. ii, When one 
foot’s in the grave. 1643 PryNNE Sov. Power Par. 1. (ed. 2) 
52 The English Armies disband themselves, as dreaming 
they had now good fortune by the foote. 1767 H. Brooke 
Fool of Qual. V. 15 Harry, giving hima slight foot, laid him 
on the broad ofhis back. 1886 J. Pavn Luck Darrells xv, 
He has twenty thousand a year..And one foot in his grave. 

b. In ady, phr.: + Feet against (or to) feet, said 
with reference to the Antipodes. Foot to foot: with 
one’s foot against an opponent’s ; in close combat. 
+ (To come zn) foot and hand: stepping forward and 
dealing a blow at the same time. vet first: see 
First a.3b. (With one’s) feet foremost: lit., 
hence also ‘as a corpse’. 

c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xvii. 182 Thei that dwellyn under 
us, ben feet ajenst feet. 1553 Epen Decades viii, The 
Antipodes (that is) such as go fiete to fiete ageynst us. 
1596 Saks. 1 Hen. IV, u. iv. 241 [These] Began to giue me 
ground: but I followed me close, came in foot and hand. 
1603 Kno.ttes Hist. Turks 879 They encountred one 
another, not with their missive weapons onely..but with 
their drawne swords foot to foot. 1606 SHaxs. Amt. & Cl. 
ut. vii. 67 Fighting foot to foot. 1737 OzeLt Radelais II. 
27 They never enter St. Denys but with their Feet 
foremost, 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xxix. 384 Hans, 
Morton and myself crawled feet-foremost into our buffalo- 
bag. 1860 Add Year Round No. 65. 350 It [the disease] 
.-had carried him out with his feet foremost. 

e. To find or know the length of (a person’s) 
foot: to discover or know his weaknesses, so as to 
be able to manage him. 70 measure another 
man’s foot by one’s own last: to measure others by 
one’s own standard, to judge others by oneself. 

1580 Ly_ty Euphues (Arb.) 290 You shal not know the 
length of my foote, vntill by your cunning you get commenda- 
tion, 1598 R. Bernarp tr. Terence 70 He measures an 
other mans foote by his owne last, @1617 Bayne On Eph. 
i. 15 (1643) 156 Persons who can humour them, and finde the 
length of their foote. 1861 Trottore Barchester T. xxxv, 
Farmer Greenacre’s eldest son. .had from his earliest years 
taken the exact measure of Miss Thorne’s foot. 


27, With reference to standing. (To be, jump 
up) upon or (to raise) to one’s feet: in, into or toa 
standing position. Zo de on one’s feet: to beable 
to stand; hence, in health. Zo set (a person) on 
his feet, to make his position or means of living 
secure. Zo carry (a person) off his feet: (fig.) 
to ‘carry away’ with enthusiasm, or the like. 
Yo drop or fall on one’s feet: see Faun v. 64 h. 
To keep one’s feet: to stand or walk upright or 
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without falling. + Zo stand upon one’s own feet 
or zfs own foot; to rely on one’s own resources ; 
(of a thing) to be judged on its merits. 

c 1440 Generydes 44 Vppe vppon his fete he was a non. 
¢1500 Melusine xxill. 156 Make here byfore me the feste as 
that I were now on my feet. 1657 Burton's Diary (1828) 
II. 67 I move. .that you would leave Serjeant Dendy’s right 
to stand upon its own foot. 1801 GasrieLu MJyst, Hus, 
1v. 146 A sixth [hundred pounds] would set her once 
more upon her feet. 1845 M. Pattison £ss, (1889) I. 
26 The bishops.. hastened to raise the king to his feet. 
1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 301 He could not keep his 
feet in a breeze. 1889 Repent. P. Wentworth III. 145 
He positively carried me off my feet for a few minutes that 


evening. 
28. With reference to placing the feet. Zo put 


one’s foot down: to take up afirm position. Zo put 
(set) one’s foot (down) upon: to have nothing to do 
with; to repress firmly. Zo put a foot upon: ?to 
get an unfair advantage of, to wrong. Zo put one’s 
Soot in or into it: to get into difficulties or trouble ; 
to blunder (co/log.). + To set one’s foot by or to 
(another or another’s): to engage in combat with. 

1536 St. Papers Hen. VITT, I. 506 Noman can or dare set 
his fote by ours in proving of the contrary. c 1609 H1ERon 
Wks, (1624) I. 7 Saint Paul..would not haue feared for pro- 
fession of Religion, to set his foot to him that was holiest. 
1663 Prerys Diary 23 May, I had a fray with Sir J. 
Minnes in defence of my Will in a business where 
the old Coxcomb would have put a foot upon him. 
1798 Gent. Mag. in Spirit Pub. Frnls. (1799) Ul. 57 The 
General had put his foot into it again. 1823‘ Ber’ Slang 
s. v. ‘To put one’s foot in it,’ to make a blunder on the 
wrong side; to get into a scrape by speaking. 1833 
Marryat P. Simple xii, I put my foot into it (as we say), 
for I was nearly killed. 1868 J. H. Brunr Ref Ch. Eng. 
I. 65 Wolsey set his foot upon this plan. 1886 J. Payn 
Luck Darrellsxxvi, She..put her foot down .. upon the 
least symptoms of an unpleasantry. 


b. Zo set or put (one’s) foot at, in, into, + off, 
on, + out of (a place). 


c 1489 CaxTOn Sonnes of Aymon ix. 2221 shall never sette 
foote there. 1542 Upatt Eras. Apoph. 46 It was a foule 
shame for a phylosophier to sette his foote into any hous 
where bawderie wer kepte. 1548 Hatt Chron, Edw. JV. (an 
15) 237 b, Whom if you permitte once to set but one foote, out 
of your power. .there is no mortall creature able. .to deliver 
hym from death. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Serm, Tim. 251/2 
Sins which haue set in foote. 1596 SpensER State /rel. 
8x In some places of the same they have put foote. 1596 
Suaxs, 1 Hen, JV, ut. ii. 95 When I from France set foot 
at Rauenspurgh. 1719 De For Crusoe u. vi, I was never 
to set my foot off this island. 1838 Lyrron Lez/a 1. v, Since 
first thou didst set foot within the city. 1875 T. W. 
Hiccinson U. S. Hist. v. 38 Columbus was not the first to 
set foot on the mainland, 

29. With reference to walking or running. a. 
(To go) on one’s own feet or + foot: walking. Zo 
pull foot (colloqg.): to run away, be off. + On the 

Soot of: ready tostart upon. + Zo set foot forward : 

to advance ; also to quicken one’s pace. *} 70 set on 
one’s foot; to start on the way; depart. + Zo show 
the feet: todepart. + Give me your foot: let me 
see you go. Zo ¢ake one’s foot in one's hand: to 
depart ; also, to make a journey. To fake to one's 
Jeet (or + foot) : to use the feet, go on foot, to walk 
as opposed to ‘ride.’ (AZr.) Foot’s horse (jocularly) : 
one’s feet. 

@ 1400-50 Alexander 3246 Quen fortune foundis him_ fra 
and him be fete schewis. 1500-20 DunBAR Poems xxi. 12 
Oft falsett rydis with ane rowt, Quhen trewth gois on his 
fute abowt. 1508 Kennepy /lyting w. Dunbar 473 Throu 
Ingland thef, and tak the to thy fute. 1548 Hatt Chroz., 
Hen. IV, (an. 1) 18 He..never set fote forward duryng the 
first .ij. monethes, for the reisyng of the siege. 1575 J. 
Stitt Gammer Gurton ww. ii, Go softly, make no noyse, giue 
me your foote sir John, Here will I waite vpon you, tyl you 
come out anone. 1600 Hottanp Livy ut. xxvii. (1609) 106 
Willing them to set foot forward, to mend their pace and 
make speed, x601 SHAks. ¥x/. C. 11. i. 332 Set on your foote, 
And..I follow you. 1605 — JZach, 1. iii. 131 Donal. Let's 
away, Our Teares are not yet brew'd. Jad. Nor our strong 
Sorrow Vpon the foot of Motion. 1785 SMoLttetr Don Quix. 
1v. iv. I. 232 Andrew..made his bows, and as the saying is, 
took his foot in his hand. 1779 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 19 
June, I took to my feet and ran away. 1818 M. G. Lewis 
Fral. W. Ind. (1834) 109 One of my ladies chose to pull foot, 
and did not return. .till this morning. 1864 Burton Cazrn- 
gorm 5 The kind of scenes he may alight on if he ‘take his 
feet in his hands’, 1883 Harfer’s Mag. 946/1 The privilege 
of taking this trip on ‘foot's horse’, 

b. With reference to ‘pace’, Zo have leaden 
Jeet: to move very slowly. Zo have the foot of: to be 
more speedy than. (70 move) at a foot's pace; at 
walking pace. Zo722 a good, etc. foot (of a horse) : 
to run at a good pace, run at his best pace. Zo 
put (or set) the (or one’s) best foot first, foremost or 
Jorward: see Brst a. 5. + The better foot before: 
at one’s best pace. + Zo put the wrong foot 
before: to make a blunder. 

1588 SHaks. 77t. A. u. iii. 192 Come on my Lords, the 
better foote before. 1589 R. Harvey P7/. Perc. 4 Thou 
putst the wrong foote before. 160x Dent Pathw. Heaven 
141 Though God haue leaden feet, and commeth slowly to 
execute wrath. a@ 1613 Oversury A Wife (1638) 164 Hee is 
still setting the best foot forward. 1737 BRaCKEN Farriery 
Jmpr. (1757) 11. 123 A large, nimble, strong, well-moving 
Horse, that would run a pretty good Foot, 1785 Burns 
To Davie xi, And then he'll hilch, and stilt, an’ jimp, And 
rin an unco fit. 1818 M.G. Lewis Fral. W. Ind. (1834) 
362 Thus we proceeded crawling along at a foot’s pace. 
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1849 E. E. Narier Excurs. S, Africa I. 373 We had to 
put our best foot foremost. 1856 Lever Martin's of Cro’ M. 
133 1 threw out a ‘tenpenny’ in the midst. The ‘blind’ 
fellow saw it first, but the ‘lame cripple’ had the foot of 
him, and got the money! ; 

ec, With the sense of ‘step’. 70 miss one’s foot : 
to take a wrong step. + Foot by (for, with) foot: 
step by step, gradually; keeping step together ; 
also fig. To change foot or fect: see CHANGE ¥. 9. 
To have a good foot on the floor (Se.): ‘to dance 


well’ (Jam.). 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 143/1300 Send with us fot with fot 
ane legat. c1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode w. \xi. (1869) 205 
Pe olde also, foot bi foot, comen pider. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. Il. 378 Fit for fit to Forfar all tha fuir. 1579 Tomson 
Calvin's Serm. Tim. 347 /2 Hee that walketh witha straight 
foote..will not fetch many windlesses to drawne neere to 
God. 1626 A. Cook in Ads. Usher's Lett. (1686) 373 Your 
Lordship had need now to do something; for few go with 
a right foot, and the Enemies are many, 1631 WEEVER 
Anc. Fun, Mon. 216 Anselme..followed his predecessors 
steps almost foot by foot. 1785 Burns Halloween xxvi, 
She jumpet, But mist a fit, an’ in the pool Out-owre the 
lugs she plumpet. 

80. Expressing position relatively to the feet, 
a. At (a person’s) feet or + foot: low on the 
ground close to him; also, /g., in the attitude of 
supplication, homage, subjection or discipleship ; 
similarly ¢o come, etc. to a person’s feet; before, 
beside one’s feet, etc. See FAL v. 20. 

cgso Lindisf, Gosp. Luke vii. 38 And stod bihianda zt 
fotum his mid teherum. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 101 Da 
ileaffullen brohton heore gersum and leiden heo et pere 
apostlan fotan. a@1300 Cursor MM. 9599 (Cott.) Be-for pe 
king fote sco stode. 1382 Wyciir Acf¢s xxii. 3 A man Jew 
..norischid forsoth in this citie bisydis the feet of Gama- 
liel. ¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymion xxvi. 550 He cast 
hymself to the fete of hym. 1596 SHaxs. Merch. V. im. i. 

2, I would my daughter were dead at my foot. 1710 

ERKELEY Princ. Hum. Knowl. Ded. Wks. 1871 I. 133 
To lay this treatise at your lordship’s feet. se Pore 
Iliad xxu. 28 The bloody Hector stretch’d before thy feet, 
1814 Scotr Drama (1874) 203 The royal bear-ward .. 
lodged a formal complaint at the feet of her majesty. 1861 
Troiiore Barchester T. xxvii, It was all very well to have 
Mr. Slope at her feet. 1895 Bookman Oct. 23/1 The 
lessons that he had learnt at the feet of Mazarin. 

b. + (Zo follow) at or to foot: closely. + To foot 
and hand; in close attendance, ready to render 
service (cf. ‘to wait upon one hand and foot’). 
With a foal at (her) foot: said of a mare. 

a1300 Cursor M. 24031 (Cott.) We folud bam to fote. 
Ibid. 6394 (Gétt.) par had pai watir in wildernes land, 
Plente for men, to fhote and hand. c1420 Sir Amadace 
(Camden) lviii, I 30 cummawunde To serue him wele 
to fote and honde. 160z SHaxs. Ham. tv. iii. 56 Follow 
him at foote. 1612 Sir R. Boyte in Lissore Papers (1886) 
I. 10, 5 of them [mares] had horse colte at their feet. 
1884 West. Morn. News 30 Aug. 1/6 Two excellent brood 
mares, with foals at foot. 

c. Under or beneath a person's foot or feet: fig. 
in subjection to him, at his mercy or at his absolute 


disposal. Cf. 33. 

c 825 Vesp. Ps. viii. 8 [6] All Su underdeodes under fotum 
his. ¢1175 Lamb, Hom. 129 Al eordlic ping ure drihten dude 
under his fotan. a@x1225 ¥uliana 60 Pu..wurpe under hare 
fet hare fan alle. 1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. JV, 11. i. 63 Who.. 
layd his Loue and Life vnder my foot. 1867 TRoLtore 
Chron. Barset II. vii. Mr. Crawley was now but a broken 
reed, and was beneath his feet. 

31. (Zo sell corn) on the foot: ‘to sell it along 
with the straw before it is thrashed off’ (Jam.). 

1780 A. Younc Tour Irel. 1. 330 The value sold on the 
foot is in general 82 1812 Agric. Surv. Stirling iv, 104 
The tenant, shall not sell his victual upon the foot, as it is 
called, or with the straw. 

32. On foot. (See also Aroor.) a. On one’s 
own feet, walking or running, in opposition to ov 
horseback, etc. + Also, of, upon foot. 

a1300 Cursor M. 6267 (Cott.) He folud wit ost on hors 
and fote. @1310 in Wright Lyvic P. 90 The is bettere on 
fote gon, then wycked hors toryde. c1314 Guy Warw.(A.) 
2397 When Gii seye the douke of fot. c1400 Destr. Troy 
356 So faire freikes vppon fote was ferly to se. 1568 
Grarron Chron. I]. 238 The Englishmen..made three 
battayles on foote. 1667 Mitton P. L. 11. 941 Treading the 
crude consistence, half on foot, Half flying. 1860 Dickens 
Uncomm. Trav. iv, 1 drove up..(fearful of being late, or 
I should have come on foot). 

b. In motion, stirring, astir (in opposition to 
sitting still, or the like). 

1592 SHaks. Ven. §& Ad, 679 When thou hast on foot the 
purblind hare, Mark..How he outruns the wind. 1607 — 
Cor. iv. iii. 49 The Centurions, and their charges..to be on 
foot at an houres warning. 1674 N. Cox Gentil. Recreat. 1. 
7) 99 When the Hare is started and on foot. 1818 M. 

Ewis Yrnd. W. Ind. (1834) 161 Every body in Jamaica 
is on foot by sixin themorning. 1885 T, Roosevett Hunt- 
ing Trips 280 Though I got very close up to my game, they 
were on foot before I saw them, 

c. In active existence, employment, or opera- 
tion. 

1588 SHaxs. LZ. LZ. L. v. ii. 757 Since loues argument was 
first on foote, Let not the cloud of sorrow justle it. 16sr 
W. G. tr. Cowel’s Inst. 190 Unlesse the lease which is on 
foot .. be within three yeares of expiring, 1711 STEELE 
Spect. No. 262 ¥6 Those Gentlemen who set on Foot the 
Royal Society. 1779 Burke Cory. (1844) II. 283 Nothing 
seems to me more Lt .than the subscriptions now on foot, 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 212 Terms for years, which 
are kept on foot by purchasers .. are not barred by fine. 
1862 Lp. BroucHam Brit. Const. xvii. 264 If, then, a King 
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were to retain the troops on foot without a Mutiny Bill. 
1867 TRoLtope Chron. Barset xlvii,The bishop had decided 
to put on foot another investigation. 


33. Under foot. (Sometimes written as one 
word.) a, Beneath one’s feet ; often ¢o ¢rample or 
tread under foot (also + feet), in lit, sense, also fig. 
to oppress, outrage, contemn. + Zo bring, have 
under foot: to bring into, hold in subjection. 


+ Zo cast under foot: to ruin. 

¢ 1205 Lay. 11693 Pislond..he..hefde al vnder fot. c¢1305 
Pilate 49 in E. £. P. (1862) 112 If he bat lond chasteb wel: 
and bringep vnder fote. c 1420 Hoccieve Compl. 13 Deathe 
ynder fote shall hym thrist adowne. 1551 Rosrnson tr. 
More’s Utop. (Arb.) 161 Dissention.. hathe caste under 
foote..the. .riches of many cities. 1593 SHaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, 
v.i. 209 From thy Burgonet Ile rend thy Beare, And tread 
it vnder foot with all contempt. 1647 CLARENDON //ist. 
Reb. u. § 12 He never deserted it till both it and he were 
over-run and trod under foot. 1652 WricuT tr. Cazzus’ 
Nature's Paradox 260 They trampled under feet all private 
considerations, 1700 S. L, tr. Fryke’s Two Voy. 308 They 
[elephants] would have trampl’d us under foot. dod. collog. 
It is not raining, but it is very wet under foot. 

b. Vawt. ‘Under the ship’s bottom; said of an 
anchor which is dropped while she has headway’ 
(Smyth Sazlor’s Wa.-bk.); also of the movement 
of the tide, etc. Also, +70 have a good etc. ship 
under foot (i.e. to be sailing in such a ship). 

1633 IT. James Voy. 79 This Cable had laine slacke vnder- 
foot, 1670 Woop in Hacke Cod/. Voy. 11. (1699) 61 It must 
.. be a bad Port in Winter, when .. aStorm blows at West 
..and a Tide of Ebb under Foot. 1719 De For Crusoe x. 
(z840) 166 Running cheerfully before the wind, and with a 
strong tide or eddy under foot. 1726 SHELvockE Voy. 
(1757) 321, I had a pretty good ship under foot, though she 
made but a poor figure. 1804 Cart. Durr in Naval Chron. 
XV. 281 We have a good comfortable ship under foot. 1860 
Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 180 The Pilot..dropped the port 
anchor under foot. 

VIII. attrib. and Comé. 

34. a. simple attrib., as foot-clamper, -gear, 
-muscle, -part, -shackle, -wear, -wound. 

1856 Kane Arct. Exfl. 1. xxii. 273 Pointed staves, *foot- 
clampers, and other apparatus for climbing ice. 1837 
CartyLe Fy. Rev. ut. 1. viii, Their *foot-gear testified 
no higher than the ankle to the muddy pilgrimage. 1854 
Woopwarn Mollusca (1856) 250 The *foot-muscles. 1644 
Evetyn Diary 19 Nov., The nave..is in form of a cross, 
whereof the *foot-part is the longest. 
shackles, fetters, shackles for fixing the feet. 1881 Chicago 
Tinzes 11 June, If values were based upon present quotations 
of leather, an advance would be necessary upon several 
descriptions of *foot-wear. a@1225 Aucr. RK. 194 Vlesches 
fondunge mei beon iefned to *uot wunde. 

b. In the sense of ‘on foot’, ‘going on foot’, 
as ‘+ foot-chapman, -comer, -excurston, -farer, 
+ fight, -hawker, +-messenger, -party, ~passenger, 
-people, -robber, -servant, -tour, -traveller, -walker, 
-wandering ; foot-faring, -running adjs. 

1584 Burgh Rec. Aberdeen (Spald. Club) II. 54 That no 
extranear *fut chopmane copair resort to this toun fra this 
furtht. 18zx CoLeripGE in Southey’s Life Bell (1844) IL. 
645 The entrance .. is disagreeable even to *foot-comers. 
1796 T. Twininc Trav. Amer. (1894) 148 He was absent 
with some friends on a *foot excursion. 1861 G. Mere- 
vith £. Harrington 1. vi. 95 Dividing his attention 
between the *footfarer and moon. 1868 G. Macponatp 
R. Falconer 1. 190 Half a dozen *footfaring students from 
Aberdeen. 1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 171 So began 
our *foot-fight. 1884 S. Dowrett Taxes in Eng. III. 38 
The revenue from the *foot-hawkers’ licences. 1688 R. 
Hoitme Armoury 1. 60/1 *Foot Messengers of Arms, are 
such *Foot Servants, as are imployed by the Heralds of 
Arms. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xx. 252 The ice had 
baffled three organized *foot-parties. 1832 BassacEe Econ. 
Manuf. iv. (ed. 3) 34 When *foot-passengers are knocked 
down by carriages. 1807 Pike Sources Mississ. 1. (1810) 
114 My Indians and *foot people were yet inthe rear, 1754 
Scoundrels Dict, 29 The Low-Pad, or *Foot-robber. _ 1865 
Kinestey Herew. I. i. 62 A *foot-running slave. 1883 F. M. 
Crawrorp Dy. Claudius iii, He was going away on his 
customary *foot tour. 1805 Worpsw. Prelude (1850) 152 
*Foot-travellers side by side..we pursued Our journey, 
17st Hume Princ. Morals iv. 71 note, Amongst *Foot- 
walkers, the Right-hand entitles a Man to the Wall. 1839 
Battey Festus v. (1852) 62 The fastings, the *footwanderings, 
and the preachings of Christ. lok , 

c. esf. in sense ‘ of or pertaining to infantry’, as 
+ foot-arms, *-band, -barracks, -company, -drill, 
+-officer,-soldier,}-troop. Also FooT-FOLK,-GUARDS. 
1662 Protests Lords I. 26 For assessing all persons men- 
tioned therein for horse, arms, and *foot-arms. 1598 Bar- 
ret Theor. Warres u. i. 26 A Captaine of Infanterie, or 
*foot-band. 1835 D. Boor Avalyt. Dict. 157 Artillery- 
barracks, Horse-barracks, and *Foot-barracks. 1635 Bar- 
rieFE Mil, Discip, \xvii. (1643) 178 The severall motions 
and grounds, for the disciplining of a *foot company. 1833 
Regul, Instr. Cavalry 1. 43 The position of the man as in 
*Foot-drill, a 1674 Crarenpon fist. Reb. xvi. § 96 [Monk] 
had the reputation of a very good *Foot-Officer, 1622 
Drayton Poly-olb. xxix. 155 Seauen Earles, nine hundred 
Horse, and of *Foot-souldiers more. 1874 BouTeLt Avms § 
Arm, viii. 133 The treatment .. shown to the foot-soldier of 
England by thenobles. 1579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 271 
The French. .discouered the *foot-troopes of the Genoways. 

d. In sense ‘for the use of persons going on 
foot’, ‘serving for foot-traffic’, as foot-passage, 
-pavement, -road, -track, -walk; also, foot-boat, 
-bridge in 35 below, and Foor-PatH, -waY, 

1789 Branp Wewcastle I. 15 Convenient *foot-passages 
have lately been opened out on each side of this gate. 

179t Bosweit Yohnson II. 528 When he had got down 
on the *foot-pavement, he called out ‘fare you well’. 1863 
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KINGLAKE Crimea (1876) I. xiv. 276 Numbers of spectators 
-. crowded the foot-pavement. 1784 Bace Barham D. 
I. 220 [He] sawa well dressed young woman. .take the *foot 
road down to the river side. 1891 C. T. C. James Rom. 
Rigmarole 125, 1 thought I would. .quit the beaten *foot- 
track, and strike boldly across country. 1837 HawrHorne 
Twice-Told T, (1851) I. ix. 166 Leaving him to sidle along 
the *footwalk, 

e. In the names of various appliances worked 
by the foot, as foot-bellows, blower, -drill, -hammer, 
-lathe, -lever, -press, -vise. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. gor/2 *Foot-bellows. 1884 
W. A. Ross Blowpipe 1 A *foot-blower. 1892 Lockwood's 
Dict. Mech. Engin. (ed. 2), *Foot-drill, a light drilling 
machine driven bya treadle. 1812-6 J. Smitn Panorama 
Se. §& Art. I. 58 *Foot lathes. 1892 Lockwood's Dict. 
Mech. Engin. (ed. 2), *Foot Lever, a lever worked by the 
pressure of the foot alone. 

f. objective, etc., as foot-binder, -hkisser, -swather, 
-washer, -wiper ; foot-fatling, -firm, adjs,; instru- 
mental, as + /oot-tempered adj.; locative, etc,, as 
Soot-feathered, -foundered, -gilt, -lame, (also -lame- 
ness) adjs.; also, footward adv. 

1886 Wanderings in China I, 168 *Foot-binders..women 
whose profession it is to produce this horrible distortion. 
1609 J. Davirs Holy Roode Wks. (Grosart) 9/1 To march 
vpon the Seas *foot-failing floore? 1818 Keats Endys. iv. 
331 *Foot-feathered Mercury. 1813 ‘ Apituus’ Metrical 
Remarks 29 The *foot-firm sand Stretches its lengthened 
course along the land. 180x BLoomrieLp Rural 7. 227 
A poor old Man, *foot-founder’d and alone. 1859 TEeNnny- 
son Vivien 280 *Foot-gilt with all the blossom-dust of those 
Deep meadows, 1868 BrowninG Ring & Bk. 1x. 1085 
Born foot-washer and “foot-wiper, nay *Foot-kisser to each 
comrade of you all. ¢1305 Pol, Songs (Camden) 194 Sixti 
thousent on a day hue maden *fot lome. ¢1325 Poe 
Times Edw. (I, 264 Vbid. 335 Thus knihtshipe [is] acloied 
and waxen al fot lame. 1828 Sporting Mag. XXII. 347 
He [a horse] was struck with *foot-lameness, 1762 GoLpsM. 
Cit. W. iii. ® 6 Your nose-borers, *feet-swathers..would all 
want bread, should their neighbours want vanity. cx4z0 
Pallad. on Husb. vi. 182 Wel *foote-tempred morter theron 
trete. 1822 T. Mitcuett Avistoph. II. 211 Cecrops.. 
(what if thy dimensions end *Footward in a wily serpent ?) 
1871 R. Exuis tr. Catzl/. lxiv. 66 That footward-fallen 
apparel. 1870 SpuRGEON 7veas. Dav. Ps. li. 14 If we could 
be preacher, precentor, doorkeeper, pew-opener, *footwasher 
--all in one. 

35. Special comb.: foot-ale dza/. (see quots.) ; 
+ foot-and-half-foot a., sesquipedalian ; foot-and 
mouth disease, ‘a febrile affection of horned cattle 
and some other animals, communicable also to 
man’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1884); foot-bank fortif. = 
BANQuETTE (see also quot. 1626) ; foot-base Arch., 
“the moulding above the plinth of an apartment’ 
(Ogilvie) ; + foot-bass, an instrument on which a 
bass is played by the feet (see quot.) ; foot-bath, 
+ (@) a ‘wash’ for the feet ; (4) the act of bathing 
the feet ; (c) a vessel in which the feet are bathed ; 
foot-bearing J/ech., a bearing for the foot of a 
vertical shaft: cf. Foor-stzp; +foot-bench = 
BanQuEttE; | foot-blast, the blast produced by 
bellows worked with the foot; ?+foot-boat, a 
ferry-boat for foot-passengers only; foot-bone, the 
tarsus; foot-bridge, (a) a bridge for foot-pas- 
sengers; (0) AZech. (see quot. 1872); + foot- 
clapper, a dancer; + foot-coal (see quot.) ; foot- 
cushion, (@) a cushion for the feet; (6) Zxtom. 
a pulvillus ; foot-dirt =/oors (see Foor sd.) ; foot- 
drain, a shallow drain ; cf. foot-trench; +foot-fast, 
a prisoner; +foot-fastness, captivity; ‘+ foot- 
follower, an attendant (transl. L. pediseguaus, 
-sequa) ; foot-free, a. and adv., with the foot or 
feet free; foot-gang, (a) ‘a long, narrow chest, 
extending alongside a wooden bed; (%) as much 
ground as one can move on’ (Jam.); + foot-geld 
(see quot. 1641); + foot-gin, a snare for the feet ; 
+foot-glove, a kind of shoe; foot-grease (see 
quot.) ; + foot-grene = /oot-g77; foot-guard, a 
guard or protection for the foot; foot-halt, a 
disease which attacks the feet of sheep ; foot-hedge 
(see quots.) ; foot-hill, a hill lying at the foot of 
a mountain or mountain-range ; foot-hole, a hole 
in which to place the foot (in climbing); ‘+ foot- 
husk (see quot.) ; foot-iron (see quots.) ; foot- 
jaw, one of the anterior limbs of crustacea and 
other arthropoda which are modified so as to assist 
in mastication; foot-key, an organ pedal; foot- 
knave = Foorman; +foot-land-raker, a foot- 
pad ; foot-length, Angling (see quot.) ; foot-level 
(see quot.) ; foot-ley, dza/. (see quot. 1881) ; foot- 
licker, ‘a slave, an humble fawner, one who licks 
the foot’ (J.) ; so foot-licking /#/. a.; foot-line, 
(a) Printing (see quots.) ; (6) Féshing, ‘the lead- 
line or lower line of a net or seine’ (Cent. Dict.) ; 
foot-loose a., free to move the feet, untrammelled ; 
+foot-maid, +-maiden, a female attendant ; 
foot-maker Glass-making (see quot. 1881); +foot- 
match, a running- or walking-match ; foot-muff, 
a muff for keeping the feet warm; + foot-nail, 
some kind of nail; +foot-organ (cf. /oot-bass 
above) ; foot-ornament Arch. (see quot.) ; + foot- 
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pack, a pedlar’s pack ; foot-pad, a pad to protect 
the foot of a horse (Knight) ; also Lxtom. = foot- 
cushion (Cent. Dict.) ; foot-page, a boy attendant 
or servant ; foot-pan, (@) a foot-bath; (4) a foot- 
warmer ; foot-peat (see quot. and cf. breast -peat) ; 
foot-piece Mining (see quot.); +foot-pimp, a 
pimp in attendance ; foot-plate (see quots.) ; foot- 
plough, a plough without a wheel, a swzng- 
plough; *foot-poet (after /oot-man, etc.: see 
quot.) ; foot-post, a letter-carrier or messenger 
who travels on foot; postal delivery by means 
of such carriers; foot-pound Mech., the quan- 
tity of energy required to raise a weight of 
one pound to the height of one foot; foot- 
poundal, a unit consisting of the energy of a 
pound weight moving at the rate of one foot per 
second ; foot-race, a race run by persons on foot, 
a running-match; so foot-racing wd/. sb.; foot- 
rail, (a) a rail (esp. a bar or cross-piece con- 
necting the legs of a table or seat) upon which the 
feet are rested ; (4) (see quot. 1874) ; (¢) (see quot. 
1867); (¢) var. form of FoorriLn ; foot-rest, a 
bench, stool, or the like, used for supporting a 
person’s feet; foot-room, space in which to 
move the feet; foot-rope /Vawt., (a) the bolt-rope 
to which the lower edge of a sail is sewed; (4) a 
rope extended beneath a yard upon which the 
sailors stand when furling or reefing ; foot-rot, an 
inflammatory disease of the foot in cattle and 
sheep; whence /oot-rotting (vbl. sb.), treating 
sheep that have the foot-rot ; foot-rule, a measur- 
ing rule one foot long; foot-rut Agric. (see 
quot.) ; foot-scent //wnting, the scent of a. trail ; 
foot-screw (see quot.); + foot-seam (see quot.) 
foot-seine (see quot.) ; foot-set (see quot. 1854 
and cf. foot-hedge) ; foot-sheet, a sheet formerly 
used to sit upon while dressing or undressing ; 
also, ‘a narrow sheet spread across the foot of a 
bed’ (Jam. Suppl.) ; foot-side Sc. (a) adj., (of a 
garment), reaching to the feet; (4) adv., step for 
step ; phr. /o keep foot-side, to keep pace (wth) ; 
foot-slope, the slope at the foot of a hill; foot- 
space-rail /Vaut. (see quots.) ; + foot-spore, the 
mark or print of a foot ; + foot-stake, a base or 
support; foot-stay, a stay or rest for the feet ; 
foot-stick Printing (see quot. 1888); ‘+ foot- 
stock, (a) a kind of fulling-stocks used by hatters ; 
(6) a step or stool for the feet; (c) Aaut. (see 
quot. 1598) ; foot-stone, + (a) a base, pedestal ; 
(6) the foundation-stone of a building ; (¢) the stone 
at the foot of a grave; foot-stove, a stove to warm 
the feet; +foot-strife, strife or contention in 
running; foot-stroke, a stroke at the foot of a 
letter ; foot-stump =/oot-tubercle ; foot-sugar = 
foots: see Foor sb, 22; + foot-team, ‘ (apparently) 
the end of the drawing-gear which is fastened to 
a plough or harrow’ (Skeat); foot-ton, the 
amount of energy capable of raising a ton weight 
to the height of one foot; foot-tramp, the 
tramp of the feet, also a tramp or. expedition 
on foot ; + foot-trap, (a) a trap or snare for the 
feet; (6) the stocks; foot-trench, a shallow 
trench (cf. foot-drain) ; toot-tubercle (see quot.) ; 
foot-valve, (in a. steam-engine) the valve between 
the air-pump and condenser ; foot-waling /Vawt. 
(see quots.) ; foot-wall A/ining, the wall or side 
of rock which is under a vein or lode; foot- 
warmer, a contrivance for keeping the feet warm, 
esp. while travelling ; foot-washing, the washing 
of another's feet, esp. as a religious observance ; 
also, locally as a wedding-ceremony; foot- 
weir, some kind of weir; +foot-wharf, (see 
quot.) ; + foot-wise adv., with the feet first, 
footling ; +foot-withy, a shackle for the foot of an 
animal; foot-wobbler s/ang, a foot-soldier ; foot- 
work, +(q) attrib. in footwork silk (? meaning) ; 
(4) a work to protect the foot of a structure ; (c) 
Football, ‘work’ done with the feet, dribbling 
and kicking; foot-worn a@., (a) worn by the 
feet ; (6) worn or wearied as to the feet, footsore. 


1747 Hooson Miner's Dict., *Foot-ale, an old Custom 
amongst Miners, when a Man enters first into Work, to pay 
his first Days Wages for Ale, 1881 Leicestersh, Gloss., s.v. 
Footing, A stranger..will generally be asked to ‘ stand his 
foot-ale’. 1598 B. Jonson Ev. Man in Hum. Prol., With 
~ , .zhelpe of some few “foot-and-halfe-foote words, 1862 Ldzx. 
Vet. Rev. IV. 506 Cows affected with the *foot and mouth 
disease. 1626 Ainswortu Anuot. Pentat. Lev. ii. 13 They 
laid on the salt..on the *foot-banke (of the altar,) and on 
the top of the Altar. 1706 Puiciirs (ed. Kersey), Foot-bank 
or Foot-step..a Step.. under a Parapet, or Breast-work 5 
upon which the men get up to Fire over it. 1882 O'Donovan 
Merv Oasis 1. xvi. 275 ‘The footbank has crumbled away to 
such an extent that only a fewinches in breadth remain. 
1786 I’. JerFERSON Wit, (1853) II. 75,1 have lately examined 
a *foot-bass newly invented...It is placed on the floor, and 
the harpsichord..is set over it, the foot acting in concert on 
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that, while the fingers play on this. r599 A. M. tr. 
Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 357/2 Take Oaken-leaues M.iij. 
Saulte M.j. make therof a *footebath, 1858 Simmonps Dict. 
Trade, Foot-bath,a pan in which to wash the feet. 1855 
Ocitvie Suppl., Foot. In Mech., the lower end of an upright 
or vertical shaft, and which works in a foot-step, or *foot- 
bearing. 1629 S’hextogenbosh 19. Trenches with double 
bankets or *feet benches. 1622 MAtynes Arc. Law-Merch. 
273 Vent..for the Litargium..as it is cast vp by the *Foot- 
blast. 1778 Pennant Your 7x Wales 1. 64 The Romans 
knew only the weak powers of the foot-blast. 1579 DEE 
Diary (Camden) 6 The *fote-bote for the ferry at Kew was 
drowned and six persons. 1841 HartsHorNnE Salop. Aztig. 
430 Foot-boat, 1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 58 The 
thigh-bone, legge, *foot-bone, and claws of Birds. 1833 R. 
Mupte Brit, Birds (1841) I. 23 The tarsus, or foot-bone. 
1506 GuyLrorDE Pilgy. (Camden) 31 There lay ouer the same 
a tree fora *fote brydge. 1807 CrapBe Par. Reg. 1. 802 The 
foot-bridge fail’d—he plung’d beneath the deep. 1892 Lock- 
wood's Dict. Mech. Engin. (ed. 2), Foot Bridge, an arched 
bridge which carries a footstep bearing. 1620 SHELTON 
Quzx, 11. xix. 120 For your *Foot-clappers, I say nothing, 
you would wonder to see vm bestirre themselues. 1712 
F. Betrers in Phil. Trans. XXVII. 542 A coarse sort of 
Coal, called the *Foot-Coal. c1460 J. Russert Bk. Nurture 
884 Pe said shete ouer sprad So pat it keuer be “fote coschyn 
and chayere. 1816 Kirpy & Sp. Evtomol. (1843) Il. 257 
Foot cushions (puduil/i). 181r East Reforts XIII. 523 
Before .. oil is delivered, it is the constant custom .. for a 
broker..to attend to make a minute of the *foot-dirt and 
water in each cask. 1807 VANCOUVER Agvic. Devon (1813) 
285 To receive the surface-water from *foot-drains laid out 
upon the surface of the morass. a@1300 £. 2. Psalter 
Ixxviii[i]. 11 Inga in pi sight to seene Sighynge of *fote-festes 
pat beene. Jdzd. civ. [cv.] 18 pai meked of him fete pare, In 
*fote-festnes harde pat ware. 1382 WycwiF 1 Sav. xxv, 42 
And fyue child-wymmen, hir *feet folowers, wenten with hir. 
— x Kings xx. 14 Bi the foot folowers of the pryncis of 
prouyncis. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville I. 50 A horse 
that is *‘foot free’, is tied to one thus secured. 1871 
Browninc Balaustion 1438 Thou, who stood’st Foot-free 0” 
the snare. 1663 /nv. Ld. ¥. Gordon’s Furniture, Ane arm 
chair, two stooles and ane *foot gange conforme to the bed. 
1814 Saxon §& Gael lI. 108 I'll warran’ she'll keep her ain side 
of the house ; an’ a fit-gang on her half-marrow’s. 1594 R. 
Crompton Furisd. des Courts 197 *Footegeld. 1641 Termes 
dela Leys.v., Foot-geld isan Amercement for not cutting out 
the balls of great Dogges feet in the Forest. 1382 Wyctir 
Jer. v. 26 Grenes puttende, and *feet gynnes[Vulg. pedicas). 
1720 De For Caft. Singleton 161 The Buskins and *Foot- 
Gloves we wore. 1892 Simmonps Dict. Trade Suppl., *Foot- 
grease, a name for refuse of cotton seed, after the oil is 
pressed out. 1382 Wyciir ¥od xviii. 10 His *foot grene 
[Vulg. edica]is hidin the erthe. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., 
* Foot-guard, a boot or pad to prevent the cutting of the feet 
by interfering or overreaching. 1794 Aun. Agric. XXII. 364 
Sheep are subject to a disease called the */oot-halt, which 
is thought to be catching. 1750 Eris Mod. Husbandm. I. 
i. 93 A *foot-hedge is one that has no Ditch belonging 
to it. 1854 Anne Baker Northanipt. Gloss., Foot-hedge, 
a slight dry hedge of thorns, placed by the side of a 
newly-planted hedge, to protect the quick. 1879 Miss 
Birp Rocky Mount, 232 The long ascent through sweep- 
ing *foothills to the gates of rock at a height of gooo 
feet. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 1. xi. 77 To render my *foot- 
holes broad and sure, I stamped upon the frozen crust. 
1869 R. B. SmytH Goldf. Victoria 611 Footholes—Holes 
cut in the sides of shafts or winzes to enable miners to 
ascend or descend them. 1706 Puiturrs (ed. Kersey), 
*Foot-husks, are short Heads, out of which Flowers grow. 
1842 Francis Dict. Arts, *Foot Iron, an iron fastened to 
the foot, in order to preserve the shoe while digging. 1858 
Simmonps Dict. Trade, Foot-iron, Foot-plate, a step for a 
carriage. 1828 Stark Elem, Nat. Hist. 11. 183 *Feet-jaws 
membranous. 1845 Barrp in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club I. 
No. 13. 153 Mouth possessed of foot-jaws. c1400 Ywaine 
§ Gaw, 2267 The laddes of his kychyn, And also .. his 
werst *fote-knave. 1591 SHaxs. 1 Hen. JV,u. i. 81, I am 
ioyned to no *Foot-land-Rakers. 1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ Brit. 
Sforts i. v. ii, § 1. 235 The *Foot-Length, or the extreme 
portion of the line, is .. generally made of pieces of gut, 
knotted together. .comprising a length of from three to eight 
feet. 1727-41 Cuambers Cyc/., * Foot Level, an instrument, 
which serves to do the office both of a level, a square, and a 
Foot rule, 1638 Terrier of Claybrook Glebe (Leicestersh. 
Gloss.), In the New Close a hadley and *footeleay butting 
North and South. 1881 Lezcestersh. Gloss., Foot-ley, the 
lowest ‘land’ in a grass field. 1610 SHaxs. Tevzf. Iv. 1. 219 
Do that good mischeefe, which may make. .thy Caliban For 
aye thy *foot-licker. 1866 CarLyLe Revzin. (1881) I. 258 On 
visit to some foot-licker whose people lived there. 182r T. 
Moore Mew. (1853) II. 276 If they know no medium 
between brawling rebellion and *foot-licking idolatry. 1676 
Moxon Print Lett. 6 The *Foot-line is the lower line that 
bounds the Letter. 1888 Jacosr Printer’s Voc., Footline, 
the bottom line in a page. a1699 Jos. Beaumont Psyche 
(1702) x1. cxlviii, Sedition was his Drift, and He could ne’r 
Persue that game unless he *footloose were. c14s0 Cov. 
Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 72 Sche xal be here *foot-mayd to 
mynyster here most mylde. 1847 HaLLiweE Lt, */oot-maiden, 
a waiting maid. 1869 Leicester in Eng. Mech. 3 Dec. 282/2 
Another workman, called the *‘footmaker’, fastens on the 
piece of glass. 1881 Sfon’s Encycl. Industr, Arts, etc. ul. 
1069 Each chair is made up of a‘ workman’, a first assistant 
or ‘servitor’, a second assistant or ‘footmaker’, and one or 
more boys. 1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4314/3 There will be.. 
*Foot-Matches, and other Divertisements. 1856 Kane 
Arct. Expl. I, xvi, 183 He was coiled up, with his nose 
buried in his bushy tail, like a fancy *foot-muff. 1406 in 
Rogers Agric. §& Prices (1866) III. 446 *Fotnail called 
spiking, 1 c../6. 1802 M. Cutter in Zz, etc. (1888) II. 60 
The *foot organ is a prodigious addition to Forte-Pianos, 
1848 Rickman Styles Archit. (ed. 5) 74 ‘The pedestal on 
which the pier stands being always square, while the pier 
itself..is often round, an interval occurs at the angles which 
is frequently filled up with an ornament consisting most 
commonly of rude foliage, these are usually called *foot 
ornaments. 1526 Tol/s in Dillon Calais § Pale (1892) 80 
Everye Jeweller carriing any *footepacke inwardes. 1585 
Nomenclator 519/1 A *foote-page, 1814 Scorr Wav. xxiv, 
Callum Beg, the sort of foot-page who used to attend 
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his person. 1855 H. Crarxe Dict., *Foot-pan, footbath. 
1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 353/2 The foot-pans which 
are used in the railway cars of Continental Europe. 1802 
Finpiater Agric. Surv. Peeb. 208 As the digger stands upon 
the surface and presses in the peat-spade with his foot, such 
peat is designed *foot-peat. 1869 R. B. SmytuH Goldf 
Victoria 611 *Foot-piece—A wedge of wood or part of 
a slab placed against the footwall. 1690 Drypen Amphi- 
tryon i. i, 1 who am a god, am degraded to a *foot-pimp. 
1849 WEALE Dict. Terms, *Foot-plate, the platform on 
which the engine-man and fire-man of a locomotive engine 
attend to their duties. 1855 H. Crarke Dict., Foot-plate, 
carriage step. 1677 Plot Ox/ordsh. 247 There are two sorts 
used in Oxfordshire, the *Foot, and Wheel-plough ; whereof 
the first is used in deep and Clay Lands, being accordingly 
fitted with a broad fin share. 1807 A. Younc Agric. Essex 
I. v. 127 Both swing, or foot, and wheel ploughs. 1697 
Dryven 42neid Ded., Our Italian Translatour. .is a *Foot- 
Poet, he Lacquies by the side of Virgil at the best, but never 
mounts behind him. 1602 Carew Cornwall 85a, For carrying 
of such aduertisements and letters euery thorow-fare weekly 
appoynteth a *foot-Poast. 1841 ELrHinstone /7ist. Zid. 11. 
vill, ili, 243 Foot posts, to a certain extent, must be coeval 
with village establishments. 1850 JouLe in Phzl. Trans. 
CXL. 70 Hence 77364 *foot-pounds will be the force which 
-.is equivalent to 1° Fahr. in a Ib. of water. 1663 Perys 
Diary (1890) 172 The great *foot-race run this day on 
Banstead Downes. 1849 Macauray //zst. Eng. I. 252 
He .. won footraces in his boots against fleet runners in 
shoes, 1801 Strutr Sforts § Past. 11. ii. 70 *Foot-racing 
was considered an essential part of a young man’s educa- 
tion. 1867 Smytu Satlor’s Word-bk., *Foot-rails, narrow 
mouldings raised on a vessel’s stern. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech. Y. 903/1 Foot-vail, a railroad rail having wide- 
spreading foot flanges, a vertical web, and a bulb-shaped 
head. 1861 Beresr. Hore Eng. Cathedr. 19th C. 148 Only 
three of the ranges were really sittings, the remainder 
having served as steps and *footrests. 1776 MickLE tr. 
Camoens Lusiad 126 The mountain and the wide-spread 
lawn Afford no *foot-room for the crowded foe. cxo000 
fEtrric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 167 Proges,*fotrap. 1772-84 
Cook Voy. (1790) V. 1915 In lowering the main top-sail.. 
the violence of the wind tore it out of the foot-rope. 1840 
R. H. Dana Bef. Mast v. 11 We got out upon the weather- 
side of the jib-boom, our feet on the foot-ropes. 1807 Zss. 
Fight. Soc. 111. 430 *Foot-rot—is frequently occasioned in 
the milking season. 1873 G. C. Davies Mount. § Mere 
xxii. 193 A sure preventative against footrot. 1884 Marcus 
CrarKe AZem. 99 Young Hopeful .. is set to work *foot- 
rotting. 1727-41 CuamBers Cycl., *Foot rule [see foot 
level]. 1760 Rarer in Phil. Trans. LI. 774 The foot-rules 
found in old ruins at Rome, are of various lengths. 1856 
Emerson Eng. Traits, Character Wks. (Bohn) II. 59 They 
-.measure with an English footrule every cell of the In- 
quisition. 1846 ral. R. Agric. Soc. VIL. 1. 72 At the head 
of the plough is a *foot rut, made of wood, and a wide 
piece of wood on the end, to prevent the plough going deep. 
1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ Brit, Sports 1. 1. iv. § 4. 80 A good 
setter .. generally makes out a *foot-scent better than a 
pointer. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 903/1 *Foot-screw, a 
supporting foot, for giving a machine or table a level 
standing on an uneven floor. 1589 Cocan Haven Health 
cliv. (1636) 149 The fat which is left upon the water of the 
seething of Netes feet, called commonly *foot seame. 1874 
E. W. H. Hotpswortu Deep-Sea Fishing iv. 157 Seans 
[sweep-nets] may be divided into three classes, namely, the 
sean proper.. the ‘tuck-sean’, and the ‘ground or *foot- 
sean’, 1601 Hotianp Plizy I. 510 This was at first prac- 
tised with *foot-sets for a prick-hedge. 1854 ANNE BAKER 
Northampt. Gloss., Foot-hedge..called in some parts of the 
county a /oot-set..a foot-set is described as two rows of 
quick, planted about a foot asunder on a slope. c1440 Bh. 
Curtasye 488 in Babees Bk. 193 Po lorde schalle skyft hys 
gown at ny3t, Syttand on *foteshete tyl he be dy3t. 1494 
Househ, Ord. 120 All this season the Kinge shall sit still in 
his footesheete. 1513 DoucLas 4xeZs vu. xi. 31 Gyrd ina 
garmont semely and *fut syd. 1780 M. Suie_ps Laithf 
Contendings 38 The Lord is helping some to keep foot- 
side with the bretheren at home. 1873 Grixie Gt. Ice 
Age (1894) 437 The ice radiated outwards .. to the *foot- 
slopes of the hills of Middle Germany. 1815 Madconer’s 
Dict. Marine, *Footspace-rail. cx850 Rudin. Navig. 
(Weale) 119 Foot-space rail, the rail that terminates the 
foot of the balcony, and in which balusters step. 1867 in 
Smytu Sazlor’'s Word-bk. c1000 Sax. Leechd. 11. 286 
Gif hit sy oder feoh, sing on pat *fotspor. 1481 Caxton 
Reynard (Arb.) 38 Where his footspore stood there stryked 
he with his tayl. 1382 Wyciir Zrod. xxvii. 12 Ten pilers 
and as feele Mo pptakic [Vulg. dases], 1658 Sir T. Browne 
Gard. Cyrus i, 37 The Crosse of our blessed Saviour... 
having in some descriptions an Empedon or crossing 
*foot stay. 1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 11. 29 The *Foot- 
sticks [are placed] against the foot or bottom of the Page. 
1888 Jacosi Printers Voc., Footstick, a bevelled stick put 
at the bottom of a page or pages to quoin up against. 1565 
Act8 Eliz. c. 11 § 4 Untyll suche tyme as the same Cappe 
be..half thicked at the least in the *Footestocke. 1565 
Jewett Def. Afol. (1611) 384 Sapores .. when hee had con- 
quered Valerianus the Roman Emperour .. used him after- 
ward most villanously, as his foot-stocke. 1598 FLorio, 
Stamine, the vpright ribs or peeces of timber of the inside of 
a ship, of some called footestocks, or footesteecks. 1610 Hot- 
LAND Camden’s Brit. 1, 31 Ships they had, of which the 
keeles, the footstocks also, or upright standards were made of 
slight Timber. c1000 AELFric Gloss. Suppl. in Wr.-Wiilcker 
191 Fultura*fotstan. 1738 J. ANDERSON Constit. Free Masons 
1oz The King levell’d the Footstone of the New Royal- 
Exchange. .on 23 Oct. 1667. 1876 Brownine St. Martin's 
Swmmer v, Headstone, footstone moss may drape,—Name, 
date, violets hide from spelling. 1885 C. A. Hutbert Spd. 
Ann. Almondbury 167 When it was decided to restore the 
old Hall, and the work had been commenced, a footstone 
was discovered which clearly indicated the pitch of the 
front gables. 1818 Art Preserv. Feet 152 Our English 
travellers. .should always be on their guard against the use 
of *feet-stoves. 1882 Howe.ts in Long. Mag. 1. 46 The 
foot-stove which one of his congregation ., carried to meet- 
ing, and warmed his poor feet with. cx161x CHAPMAN JZiad 
xx111. 689 For not our greatest flourisher can equal him in 
pow’r Of *foot-strife, but A®acides. 1676 Moxon Print 
Lett, 23 F..Is made like E, onely instead of the *Foot- 
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stroke here is onelya Footing. 1872 Beames Gram. Aryan 
Lang. Ind. 1. 60 The Panjabi # is that of Asoka’s inscrip- 
tions, with the horizontal footstrokes sloped downwards and 
curved. 1882 S/andard 9 Oct. 2/7 He had no faith in 
**foot’ sugar. 1523 Firzuers. usd. § 4 Yf he wyll haue 
his plough to go a narowe forowe..than he setteth his *fote 
teame in the nycke nexte to the ploughe beame. 1558 
Wills & Inv. N. C. (Surtees 1835) 162, liij fuyt teames 
xijs. 1868 Morn. Star 25 June, The total force hurled 
against the Plymouth shield was 117,666 *foot-tons. 
1808 Scotr A/arm. 1. xxxi, The “foot-tramp of a flying 
steed. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. viii. 79 We are farther 
north..than any of our predecessors, except Parry on his 
Spitzbergen foot-tramp. 1388 Wycur Yod xviii. 10 The 
*foot trappe [1382 foot grene, Vulg. Zedica] of hym is hid 
in the erthe. 1585 Mozenclator 196 The stocks, or foote- 
trap. 1796 W. Marsuatt Midl. Co. (ed. 2) II. Gloss., 
*Foot-trenches, superficial drains, about a foot wide. 1884 
Syd. Soc. Lex., *Foot tubercles, the lateral processes on 
each segment of some of the Annelida; also called Para- 
podia. 1839 R. S, Rostnson Nawt. Steam Eng. 58 The 
*foot valve. 1650 BLanckLey Naval Exfos.,* Foot waaling 
is all the Inboard Planking, from the Keelson upwards to 
the Orlop Clamps. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Foot- 
qwaling, the inside planking or lining of a ship over the 
floor-timbers. 1869 R. B. Smyru Goldf, Victoria 611 *Foot- 
wall, the bounding rock beneath or on the lower side of 
a reef. 1812 Sourney in Q. Rev. VII. 60 He would 
certainly chuse an eyder-duck for his *foot-warmer. 1858 
Hawruorne Jr. & It. Frnls. (1872) 1.1 A foot-warmer (a 
long, flat, tin utensil, full of hot water) was put into the 
carriage. 1883 Harper's Mag. Mar. 539/1 Charcoal to put 
in the little foot-warmers..used by all womenkind in Dutch 
churches. 1796 Morse Asner. Geog. I. 281 They practise 
the *foot-washing, the kiss of love [etc.]. 187: C. Gipson 
Lack of Gold xxii, He would be ready to endure the 
ceremony of the ‘ Feet-washing’ on the eve of his bridal, 
1584 in Descr. Thames (1758) 63 No Fishermen. .or Trinker- 
men shall avaunce or set up any Wears, Engines, Rowte 
Wears, Pight Wears, *Foot Wears. 1721 Perry Daggenh. 
Breach 52 A Buttress or *Foot Wharf on each side to keep 
in the Earth..to prevent the Dam from spreading and 
settling out at Foot. 1545 RaYNotp Byrth Mankynde 
(1564) 66 When the one [birth} commeth headlong, the other 
*footewise. 1869 Richmond. Wills (Surtees) 218, x ireon 
temes and *foite wedies. 1785 Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue, 
*Foot wabler, a contemptuous appellation for a foot soldier, 
commonly used by thecavalry. 1814 Scorr Wav. |xi, ‘I was 
sure you could be none of the foot-wobblers, as my Nosebag 
calls them.’ 1568 W2lls & Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1835) 294 
A Remnant of *footwork silke ijs. 1721 Perry Daggenh. 
Breach 120 There may likewise be a small Foot-work 
made at the Low-water Mark .. the better to preserve the 
Beach from being washed away. 1895 Daily News 16 
Dec. 6/6 Their [the Northern team’s] foot work. 1795-1814 
Worosw. £xcursion v.169 Sepulchral stones appeared with 
emblems graven, And *foot-worn epitaphs., 1820 Krats Zve 
St. Agnes xli, The chains lie silent on the footworn stones. 
1856 Kane Arct. Axl. I, xxxii.440 Some of our foot-worn 
absentees. . 

+ Foot, a. Ods. vare. [the prec. sb. used attrib. ] 
Of style or language (after L. pedester) : Prosaic, 
‘low’, without elevation. 

1582 SranynHurst Poems, Ps. iii. note (Arb.) 131 Theese 
bace and foote verses (so I terme al, sauluing thee Heroical 
and Elegiacal), 1604 Hirron Preachers Plea Serm, (1614) 
535 For a man (saith hee [Jerome]) that handleth holy 
matters, a lowe and (as it were) a foote oration [ pedestris 
ovatio] is necessary, and not such as is thickned with arti- 
ficiall framing of words. 

Foot (fut), v. [f. prec. sb. Cf. G. fuszen.] 

1. zxtr. To move the foot, step, or tread to 
measure or music; to dance. Esp. in phr. Zo foot zt. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 2323 If he can wel foote and daunce, It 
may hym greetly do avaunce. 1513 DouGLtas e7zs xu. 
ix. r10 Thai fut it so that lang war tu devys Thair hasty 
fair. 1610 SHaxs. Vez. 1. ii. 380 Foot it featly here and 
there. 1700 DrypEn Wife of Bath's T. 216 He sawa Quire 
of Ladies in a round, That featly footing seem’d to skim 
the Ground. 1787 G. Corman /xkle § Yarico Finale, 
Hymen gay foots away, Happy at our wedding-day. 1863 
Mrs. C. Ciarxe Shaks, Char. iv. 107 The dance of fairies 
- footing it to the cricket’s song. \ 

b. quasi-¢rans. with cogn. object (a dance, 
etc.) ; also (szonce use) with obj. and adv, as compl. 
e1450 Crt. of Love |xxxiv, Falsely now they footen loves 
daunce. 1589 R. Harvey PZ. Perc. 8 All the picked youth 
.. footing the Morris about a May pole. 1633 T. ADAMS 
Exp. 2 Peterii. 3 Herodias’ daughter, that. .footed away the 
head of John Baptist. 1636 Fratty Clavis Myst. xxviii. 
388 Teach their scholars how to foot the dance. 1842 S. C. 
Hatt Jreland 11. 338 note, Footing a hornpipe to the music 
of a pair of bagpipes. ’ 

2. intr. To move the feet as in walking; to 
step, pace, walk, go on foot. Also, to step or 
walk on, cver, upon (with indirect pass.). Now 
rare, 

1570 Levins Manzp. 178 To Foote, gressus ponere. 1 
SPENSER /. Q, 1. xi. 8 The dreadful Beast drew nigh.. Halfe 
flying and halfe footing in his haste, 1598 Suaks. Jerry 
W. u. i, 126 Theeues doe foot by night. x600 SuRFLET 
Countrie Farme it. xxxi. 239 Saffron..groweth the better if 
it be a little footed vpon. 1634 Forv P. Warbeck um. iv, 
Since first you footed on our territories. 1637 Mitton 
Lycidas 103 Next Camus, reverend sire, went footing slow. 
1642 ANNE BrapstREET Poenzs (1678) 10 And Hemus, whose 
steep sides none foot upon. 1646 J. Hatt Poems (1647) 98 
All paths are footed over, but that one Which should fe 
gone. 1824 Miss Ferrier /xher. lxix, He footed away as 
fast as his short legs..permitted. 1865 G. Mrrepitu Rhoda 
Flenting xliv, They footed together, speechless: taking the 
woman's quickest gliding step. 

b. esp. in phr. Zo foot zt. 

1576 FLeminc Panopl. Epist. Ded. p 3b, 1. .leasurly began 
to foote it forward. a@xz6z5 FretcHER & Mass. Elder Bro. 
1. i, I am tyr'd, Sir, and nere shall foot it home. 1713 
Avpison Guardian No, 166 » 6. My operator. .used to foot 
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it from the other end of the town every morning. 1893 
Eart Dunmore Pamzirs I. 181 Riding for us was out of the 
question, so we all had to foot it. 

3. trans. To set foot on; to tread with the feet ; 
to walk or dance on, pass over or traverse on foot. 

1557 Nortu tr. Guewara’s Diall Pr. 248 b, Lucil..vsed to 
fote the streates of Rome. 1603 Knoties Hist. Turks 23 
The top of the wall: which was first footed by the Duke 
Godfrey. 1667 Br. S, PARKER Free & Impart. Censure 102 
The famous Traveller of Odcomb..footed most parts of the 
known world. @1717 Parnety Fairy T. xxiii, The fairies 
bragly foot the floor. 1812 J. Henry Camp agst. Quebec 
26 The ground we footed within the last three days is 
a very rugged isthmus. 1892 Stevenson in /dlusty. Lond. 
News 2 July 9/3 It was good to foot the grass. 

4. To set or plant (a person) on his feet zz a 
place; to settle, establish. Chiefly ef. and in 
pass. =to have or obtain a foothold zz. 

1599 Suaxs. Hen. V,u. iv. 143 For he is footed in this 
Land already, 1633 T. Starrorp Pac. Hib. iii. (1821) 247 
When they are footed in Mounster, the most part of the 
Countrey will joyne with them. 1658 R. Newcourt Jap of 
London (heading), Hingest the Saxon .. footing himselfe 
here. 1888 Daily News 27 Apr. 6/3 They will go through 
the Thanet sands with cylinders again until they foot them- 
selves well into the chalk. 

b. intr. To foot well: (of a horse)? to get a 
good ‘footing’. 

1826 Sporting Mag. XVII. 385 If he have a hand on his 
horse, and will allow him to ‘foot well’ (as we call it) before 
he springs. 

+ 5. trans. To strike or thrust with the foot ; to 


kick; fig. to spurn. Ods. 

1596 Suaks. Merch. V.1. iii. 119 You that did .. foote me 
as you spurne a stranger curre Ouer your threshold. a 1616 
Beaum. & Fr. Wit at sev. Weapons v. i, When you shall 
foot her from you, not she you. 1637 Naspes Microcosm. 
iv. Eijb, Blood. Carry your toes wider. Tast. Take 
heed that I foote not you. 1808 Jamirson, Jot, to kick, 
to strike with the foot; a term used with respect to 
horses. 

+b. To tread, press, or crush with the feet. 

_ ¢1682 J. Coins Making Salt 16 It was footed or pressed 
into a Cask. 

ce. To push or shove with the foot or feet. 
Chiefly aut. (see quots.). 

1757 W. Tuompson 2. V. Advoc. 41 They sometimes pro- 
duce the Standard Weight without Footing or Handing the 
Scale. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1776), Fetter dehors 
le fond du hunivr, to foot the topsail out of the top. c¢ 1860 
H. Sruart Seaman's Catech. 4g The masthead men parrel 
the yard and foot it amidships. 

d. zutr. or absol. To use the feet in kicking; to 
do ‘foot-work’. collog. (Football). 

1852 Bristep Upper Ten Thousand ix. 223 Both teams 
were footing their very best. 

6. crans. Of a bird of prey (esp. a hawk): To 
seize or clutch with the talons. Also fig. 

1575 Turserv. Paulconrie 130 Throwe hir out the leure 
and let hir foote a henne .. and kill it. 1600 SurFLeT 
Countrie Farme i. xvii. 111 A certaine kinde of swanne.. 
[with] his right foote..catcheth and footeth his pray. 1611 
Saks, Cymb, v. iv. 116 The holy eagle Stoop’d, as to foot 
us. 1642 Mitton Afgol. Smect. (1851) 276 Now trust me 
not, Readers, if I be not already weary of pluming and 
footing this Seagull, so open he lies to strokes. 1891 
Hartine Bibl, Accipitr. Gloss., Foot, to clutch. 

absol. 1879 Ravcurre in Excycl. Brit. 1X.7/1 A hawk is 
said to ‘foot’ well or to be a ‘ good footer’ when she is 
successful in killing. 

7. To follow the tracks of; to trace. Also adso/. 

1772 T. Simpson Vermin-Killer 8 The rats will run it like 
a dog footing ahare. 1829 Sporting Mag. XXIV. 292 The 
quails squatted till the dogs footed up to their very tails. 
1886 S. W. Linc. Gloss., s.v., ‘There was snow on the 
ground, and they footed him to the pond’. 

8. To make, add, or attach a foot to. 

1465 [see Foreroot v.]. 1570 Levins Jlanip. 178 To Foote 
a stoole, pedem addere. 1596 Suaxs. 1 Hex. JV, u1. iv. 130. 
1609 C. Butter Fem. Mon. ii. Eiij, The stone-stooles must 
bee footed as theymay. 1663 CowLry Cutter Colntan St. 
v. vi, She shall foot Stockings in a Stall for me. 19771 
Smotitett Huwph. Cl. 1, Let. ii, The stockings which his 
wife footed for me, 1852 HawrtHornE Blithedale Rom. v. 
(1883) 356 Absolutely footing a stocking out of the texture 
of a dream. ; 

9. +a. To end (a letter) with a postscript. Ods. 

1648 Evetyn Let. to Sir R. Browne 5 June, Postscript, I 
would foot this letter with what I have since learned. 

b. To add up and set the sum at the foot of (an 
account, bill, etc.) ; to reckon or sum up. Now 
usually with #. Chiefly da/. and collog. 

1490 Acta Dom. Conc. (1839) 76/2 The tyme that his compt 
wes futit. 1828 Wesster s.v., To foot an account. 1852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxxv, The wall-paper was ... 
garnished with chalk memorandums, and long sums footed up. 
1873 J. Ricuarps Wood-working Factories 80 The break- 
ages from accident, if footed up at the end of each year, 
would in most cases equal. .the clear earnings. 

fig. 1883 Harper's Mag. 893/2 [He] was doing a little 
sum in social arithmetic. He was footing me up, as it 
were. 

ce. collog. To pay or settle (a bill). 

1848 DurivacE Stray Subj. 183 If our plan succeeded, 
the landlord was to foot the bill, and ‘stand treat’. 189 
Leeds Mercury 18 July 6/7 The annual bill we foot is, after 
all, small compared with that of France. 


d. intr. Of an account, number of items, etc. : 
To mount or total wf to (a certain sum). Const. 
with or without 7o. 

1867 Times 19 Sept. 10 The united debts of the colony 


foot up something like £250,000. 1893 PrEL Spex Valley 
224 His total losses footed up to £ 5000. 
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+10. ¢rans. ?To fewter (a spear). Sc. Obs. 

a1557 Diurnal Occurrents (1833) 45 The Scottis .. futtit 
thair speris, and slew..to the nomber of thre scoir. 

ll. To admit (a new hand) on payment of a 
Foorine. 

1825 Examiner 285/2 The workmen..had been partaking 
of some liquor..on account of footing a new comer. 

+12. ? To sing the ‘foot’ or burden to (a song). 


a1553 Upatt Royster D. 1. iv. (Arb.) 30, I will by myne ~ 


owne selfe foote the song perchaunce. 
+ Foo'tback. Os. A humorous formation 
after horseback. Chiefly in phr. 07 (or @) footback = 


(travelling) on foot. 

1589 Nasue Pref. to Greene's Menaphon 17 Beggers [have 
forgot] that euer they caried their fardles on footback. 
@1625 FrercHer Woman's Prize i. iti, Like St. George at 
Kingston, Running a footback from the furious dragon. 
1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Odcomb’s Comp?. 79 Should foot- 
back trotting Trauellers intend To match his trauels. 


Football, foot-ball (futbgl). [f. Foor sd. 
+ Bay sd.!] 

1. An inflated ball used in the game (see 2). It 
is now either spherical or (in the Rugby game) 
elliptical, and consists of an inflated bag or bladder 


enclosed in a leather case. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. E vja, It is calde in latyn pzla 
pedalis a fotebal. 1508 Barcray Egloges v, The sturdie 
plowmen .. driuing the foote ball. 1650 BaxtEr Saints’ R. 
Iv. (1653) 282 Like a Football in the midst of a crowd of Boys. 
1708 Morteux Rabelais iv. vii. (1737) 26 The Bladder, 
wherewith they make Footballs. 1795-1814 Worpsw. 
Excursion vu. 743 If touched by him, The inglorious foot- 
ball mounted to the pitch Of the Lark’s flight. 

2. An open-airgame played with this ball by two 
sides, each of which endeavours to kick or convey 
the ball to the goal at the opposite end of the field. 

There are various styles of playing the game, but the two 
most widely recognized are the Association and the Rugby 
Union games. 

1424 Sc. Act Fas. J,c. 18 The king forbiddes bt na man 
play at be fut ball vnder be payne of iiijd. 1531 Evyor 
Gov. 1. xxvii, Foote balle, wherin is nothinge but beastly 
furie and exstreme violence. 1663 /Vlagellium or O. Crom- 
well (ed. 2) 8 Players at Foot-ball, Cudgels, or any other 
boysterous sport or game. 1791 W. Bartram Carolina 509 
The foot-ball is likewise a favorite, manly diversion with 
them [the Indians]. 1880 7vszes 12 Nov. 4/4 Not 15 years 
back, few men played football after they left school. 

3. fig. (esp. a person or thing that is kicked or 
tossed about like a football). 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 416/1 For so he maye 
translate the worlde in to a footeball yf he ioyne therewith 
certayn circumstaunces, and saye this rounde rollyng foote- 
ball that men walke vpon [etc.]. ?¢1600 Distr. Eiperor 
u. i, in Bullen O. P72. ILI. 186, I am the verye foote-ball of 
the starres. 1711 Let. to Sacheverel 14 England must 
always have a National Football, and you, at present, are 
That. 1879 FrouDE Cxsar xv. 231 The .. institutions of the 
mistress of the world had become the football of ruffians. 

4. attrib. and Comb., as football-club, -day, 
-match, -play, -player, -playing, | -sport, + -swain, 
-1unton, -war. 

1815 in Hone Every-Day Bk. 1.245 The coachman ex- 
claimed. .‘ It’s *Foot-ball day’, 1887 SHearmANn Athletics 
& Football 247 Shrove Tuesday .. was .. the great ‘ football 
day’ in England for centuries. 1711 BupGELt Sfect. No. 161 
P 3, I was diverted from a farther Observation of these 
combatants, by a *Foot-ball Match. 1589 Cocan Havez 
Health i. (1612) 2 Some are vehement, as dauncing, leaping, 
*foote ball play. 1805 Scorr Last Minstr. v. vi, Some, with 
many a merry shout..Pursued the foot-ball play. 1605 
Suaks. Leary 1. iv. 95 Ste. Ile not be strucken, my Lord. 
Kent. Nor tript neither, you base *Foot-bal] plaier. 1583 
Stusses Anat. Abus. 1. (1879) 137 Some spend the Sabaoth 
day ..in.. *foot-ball playing, and such other deuilish 
pastimes. 1589 Greene JZenaphon Wks. (Grosart) VI. 137 
At *foote ball sport, thou shalt my champion be. 1653 
Watton Angler i. 35 Where, for some sturdy *foot-ball Swain, 
Jone strokes a Sillibub or twaine, 1714 Gay 7yivia 11. 226 
Lo! from far, I spy the Furies of the *Foot-ball War. 

Football (futb9l), v. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vans. To 
kick like a football; to kick about with the feet ; 
also fig. Hence Foo'tballing Api. a. 

1599 NasHe Lenten Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 268 They 
footebald their heades togither. 1627-47 Fe.tuam Resolves 
II. lxxxiii. 427 To see how well meaning simplicity is foot- 
ball’d. 1860 AZZ Vear Round No. 42. 363, I knew he 
longed..to football my unshorn head up and down the 
knubbly street. 1885 G. Merepita Diana I. v. 129 She 
became the Mrs. Warwick of our footballing world. 


Footballer (fu:tbolo1). [f. prec. sb. or vb. + 
-ER.!] One who plays football. 

1880 Melbourne Bulletin 29 Oct. 5/t The Champion 
Footballers race for a quarter mile. 

Foo‘tballist. [f. as prec. + -1st.] = prec. 

1882 Society 28 Oct. 18/r Whena Rugby Union footballist 
is running with a football. .the practice is to collar. .him. 

Footboard (fu'tboe1d). [f. Foor sd. + Boarn.] 

1. A board to support the foot or feet; a board 


to stand on; e.g. a small platform at the back of _ 


a carriage on which the footman stands; a board 
upon which to step when entering or alighting 
from a carriage ; the foot-rest of a driving-box; in 
U.S. the foot-plate (see Foor sb. 35) of a loco- 
motive engine. 

1766 Smottetr Trav, II. xxv. 5 [They] may be carried in 
a common chair, provided with a foot-board, on men’s 
shoulders. dzd. II. xxvii. 54 The ladies sit within, and the 
cicisbei stand on the foot-boards, on each side of the coach. 
1815 Sporting Mag. XLV. 184 A foot-board behind for the 
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accommodation of a servant. 1825 J. Neat Jonathan Il. 
xv. 58 His feet rested on a foot-board, which. .was attached 
..to the rough axle-tree. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 9o2/t 
Foot-board, the platform on which the driver and stoker of 
a locomotive stand. A foot-plate. 1885 Miss Brappon 
Wyllard’s Weird \. ii. 49 She was standing on the foot- 
board. .with her face to the [railway-]coach. 
b. A treadle. 

1874 in Knicut Dict. Mech. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. 
Mech, Engin., Treadle or Foot Board, a strip of wood 
actuated by the foot and connected to the crank of a lathe, 
grindstone. .or other small machine. 


2. An upright board set across the foot of a bed- 


stead. 

1843 Mrs. Cartyte Le?f. I. 232 Groping, with my hand, 
I felt the footboard at my head ! 

Foo'thoy. 

ta. A boy-attendant (ods. b. A boy (in 
livery) employed in the place of or to assist a foot- 
man; a page-boy. 

1590 GREENE Mourn. Garm, Wks, (Grosart) IX. 139 On 
he paceth with his men and his foot-boyes towardes 
Assyria. 31591 Suaxs. 1 Hen. VI, ut. ii. 69 Like Peasant 
foot-Boyes doe they keepe the Walls. 1644 Prynne & 
Wacker Fiennes’ Trial 5 On Friday night late I received 
a Note from your Foot-boy. 1711 STEELE Sfect. No. 96 P 1 
From my being first a Footboy at fourteen, to my present 
Station of a Nobleman’s Porter. 1837 HawrtuHorne 7wice- 
Vold T. (1851) I. ix. 163 The smart maid-servant, and the 
dirty little footboy. 

Foo't-breadth, +-brede. [See BrueaprH 
and BrepxE 50.2] The breadth of a foot (as a 
measure). 

1375 Barsour Bruce x1. 365 He gert men mony pottis ma 
Of a fut breid round. ¢1384 CuHaucer H. Fame ut. 952 
That wel vnneth in that place Hadde I a fote brede of 
space. 1535 CovERDALE Devzz. ii. 5, I wyl not geue you one 
fote bredth of their londe. [Also in 1611.] 1768 Ross 
flelenore ut, 371 Charge them to halt, nor move on foot 
bred more. 1857 H. Mitter Zes¢. Rocks iii. 125 Luxuriant 
herbage cumbered every foot breadth of the dank. .soil. 


Foo't-cloth. 

+1. A large richly-ornamented cloth laid over 
the back of a horse and hanging down to the 
ground on each side. It was considered as a mark 
of dignity and state. Ods. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IV (1830) 1534 An herneys in 
russet velvet cloth of gold for an hakeney, and a footeclothe 
maade of russet velvet lyned with blac bokeram. 1589 A/7ar 
Martine 6 Plucke but the foote cloth from his backe, The 
Asse will soone be seene. 1612 W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. 
(1876) 24 Sometimes he that robbes both Church and 
Common-wealth is seene to ride on his foot-cloth. 1702 
Lond. Gaz. No. 3842/1 The Town-Clerk with a Gold Chain, 
and his Footman and Footcloth. 1805 Scotr Last Minstr. 
v. xvii, Fair Margaret on her palfrey came, Whose footcloth 
swept the ground. 

Jig. 1594 NasuE Vufort. Trav. Wks. (Grosart) V. 70 The 
scolasticall squitter bookes clout you vp cannopies & foot- 
clothes of verses. 

2. A cloth to set the feet upon, a carpet. 

1639 Futter Holy War wv. i. (1640) 165 Milain, and many 
other cities in Italy..danced at this musick, made a foot- 
cloth of their Master’s livery. 1726-7 Swirr Gud/iver t. il. 
38 A foot-cloth for your majesty’s chief room of state. 1824 
Macautay Jvxy vi, Then on the ground..Fling the red 
shredg a footcloth meet for Henry of Navarre. 1847 
Tennyson Princ. tv. 267 On the..footcloth, lay The. .child. 

+3. attrib. and Comb. (sense 1), as foot-cloth horse, 
mule, nag, -page, -servant, -strider. 

1s71 SADLER, SmitH & Wison Lez. 7 Sept. in Murdin 
Coll, State Pap. (1759) 149 So havyng prepared a Fotecloth 
Nag for him..he was..quietly brought into the tower. 
1593 SHaks. 2 Hen. VJ, w. i. 54 Hast thou not..Bare- 
headed plodded by my foot-cloth Mule. 1594 — Rich. IJ, 
ut. iv. 86 Three times to day my Foot-Cloth-Horse did 
stumble. 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1. vii. 26 The Mule, 
and glorious Foot-cloath-pages, and Harbingers, are all too 
little for these Patriarchs. @1658 Forp, etc. Witch Ed- 
wonton Vv. i, V1..Serve some Briarean footcloth-strider. 

Footed (fu'téd), pf/. a. [f. Foor sd. and v. + 
-ED.] Furnished with or having feet (avely a foot). 

1. a. Of a man or animal: Furnished with feet ; 
having feet ke (a dog, goose, etc.). 

1829 SKELTON Elynour Rumming 49 Foted lyke a plane. 
1608 Armin Nest Ninn. Aiva, Footed broad and long, In 
Motly cotes, goes Jacke Oates. 1661 J. Cuttprey 477t. 
Baconica 18 The Seal-fish is..footed like a Moldwarp. 
1727 Philip Quaril (1816) 18 An animal. .faced and footed 
like a goat. 1854 H. H. Wirson Rig-veda II. 91 The 
footless dawn is the precursor of footed beings. 1860 Ruskin 
Mod. Paint. V. 1x.1ii. § 5.220 Thighed and shouldered like 
the billows ;—footed like their stealing foam. : 

b. in parasynthetic derivatives, q.v. under their 
first element (as brazen-, cat-, claw-footed, etc.), 
or as main words (e. g. BARE-, FOURFOOTED). 

e. fig. Footed as or with the wind: having feet 


as swift as the wind. 

1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xiii. 216 Each followes as his 
horse were footed with the wind. 1865 SwinBuRNE 
Atalanta 46 Fair as the snow and footed as the wind. 

2. Of a shoe, stocking, piece of furniture, etc. : 
Having, or provided with, a foot or feet; also, 


mended with a (new) foot. 

1483 Test. Elor. (Surtees) II, 191, ij salers broken, of siluer 
gilted and footed. 1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 23 A chayer, 
iij. footyd stoolys. ¢1530 in Gutch Codd. Cur. 11. 301 Item 
oone pleyne Pece footid and with a Cover. 1613 Purcaas 
Pilgrimage 1. xvi. 85 Then .. 80, women were carried in 
chaires footed with gold. 1639 Bury Wills (Camden) 182, 
I giue and bequeath..my stone pott..footed and tipt. 
ax6s2 Brome City Wit ww. ii, Wks. 1873 I. 348 A fellow 
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that wore worsted stockings footed. 1844 ALB. Smit Adv, 
Mr. Ledbury I. xiv. 181 Various new-footed boots and 
shoes ., ranged in pairs. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl, Il. x. 99 
A large pair of footed trowsers. 

+ 8. Having a length of (a specified number of) 
feet: in parasynthetic comb., as ¢welve-footed. 
Obs. 

1616 Suetpon Miracles Antichr. 303 The twelue-footed 
man, as he is measured by Petrus de Natalibus ! 

+4. Composed in metrical feet. Ods. 

1367 Mar.tet Gv. Forest 103 In footed verse. ¢1595 
SourHwe Li St. Peter's Compl. Ded., This measured and 
footed stile. x160x CHEesTER Love's Mart. (1878) 123 The 
..swanne In footed verse sings out his deep annoy. 

5. Archery. Of an arrow: (See quot.). 

1856 H. A. Forp Archery v. 29 Arrows are either se//s or 
footed; the former are made of a single piece of wood; the 
latter .. have a different and harder wood dovetailed on to 
them at the pile end. 

Footer (fu'tor), sd.! [f. Foor sd. or v. + -ER!.] 

1. One who goes on foot, a pedestrian, rare. 

1608 TorseLL Serfents (1658) 780 Being none of the best 
footers she could hardly keep way with the Spider. 1890 
BarinG-Goutp Old Co. Life 327 The tor is covered with 
horses, traps, carriages, footers. 

b. One who walks in a place, a frequenter. 

1890 Univ. Rev. 15 July 317 This shy footer of solitudes. 

2. Falconry. Of the hawk : (see Foor v. 6). 

1879 [see Foor v.6]. 1879 Rapciirre in Axcycl. Brit. 1X. 
1o/2 ‘They..are most deadly ‘footers’. 1881 AZacm. Mag. 
Nov. 40 A better ‘footer ’—more clever at seizing the quarry 


in his talons, 
3. Football. a. A kick at a football. ? Ods. 


b. slang. The game itself. 

1781 J. Hutton Tour to Caves, etc. (ed. 2) 89 Footer, 
a stroke at a foot-ball. od. collog. Are you playing footer 
to-day? 

4. Bowls. (See quot. 1876.) 

1863 Feltham’s Guide to Archery, etc. 57 If a gentleman 
play a bowl without his foot being upon the footer. 1876 
Witxinson in Zxcycl. Brit. 1V. 180/2 The ‘footer’ is the 
small piece of material—cocoa-nut matting is the best— 
whereon each player stands in delivering the ball. : 

5. With a numeral prefixed: A person or thing 
whose height or length is of that number of feet ; 
as six-footer, twenty-one-footer, etc. 

1844 J. T. Hewrerr Parsous §& W. xxxiii, 1..inquired of 
a second six-footer. 1892 Daily News 21 July 3/6 The 
club also sailed a match for 21-footers on Tuesday. 

Footer (fito1), sb2. dial. or slang. [? var. of 
Fourre.] (See quots.). ? Hence Foo‘ter v., to 
trifle, ‘potter about’. Foo-tering pp/. a. 

1753 A. Murpny Gray's-Iun Frul. No. 36 True Intellig., 
A Thief, a low Fellow, a Footer. 1825 Jennincs Somerset 
Gloss., Footer..a scurvy fellow; aterm of contempt. 1847 
HAL.iweELL, Footer, to idle. 1893 SrevENSon Vailima 
Lett. (1895) xxx. 273 Fussy footering German barons. 

Foo'tfall, foo:t-fall. 

The fall of the foot on the ground in walking ; 
a footstep, tread. 

1610 Suaxs. Temp. 1. ii, 12 Like Hedg-hogs, which... 
mount Their pricks at my foot-fall. 1826 Scorr Frnd. 18 
May, For weeks you could have heard a foot-fall. 1873 
Brack Pr, Thule xxvi, He did not hear her approach, her 
footfall was so light. 

Foot-fell. Sc. Forms: 5 fut(e)fell, 6 futfaill, 
-vale, fytwale, 7,9 fitfeal. [app. f. Foor sd. + 
Feut.] The fell or skin of a lamb that has died 
soon after it was dropped(Jam.). Also footfell skin. 

1452 Jas. II Let. in Chart. Aberd. (1890) 25 Skorlings, 
skaldings, futefell [etc.]. 1495 in Halyburton’s Ledger 
(1867) 90 Item out of the samyn sek 125 futfell. 1535 Aderd. 
Reg. V.15 (Jam.) Ane dossund of futfaill sufficient stuf. 
Lbid.,Vij. dossund of futfaillskynnis. 1592 Sc. Acts Fas. VJ, 
§80 Skynnis. .callit in the vulgar toung Scorlingis, scaldingis, 
futefaillis. 1670 Kates (Jam.), Fitfeals and scadlings. 

+ Foo't-folk. Ods. [ME., f. Foor sd. + Fox. 
Cf. MHG. wuogvolc, Ger. fuszvolk, Du. voetvolk, 
etc.] Foot-soldiers, infantry. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 398 Fot vole wythoute nombre. 
13.. Coer de L. 4529 The foote folk and sympyl knaves, 
In hande they hente ful good staves. 1859 ‘THACKERAY 
Virgin. II, xv, Old George Frundsberg of Mindelheim, 
a colonel of foot-folk in the Imperial service. 

Footful (futful). [f Foor sé, +-run.] As 
much as can be held with the foot. (Cf. handful.) 

1850 Fraser's Mag. XLII. 35 When the bird had grasped 
a footful it threw the sand behind it. 
_Foo't-guards,foo'tguards. (Formerlyalso 
in s¢zg.) A body of picked foot-soldiers for 
special service as a guard. Now the proper name 
of three infantry regiments, the Coldstream, 
Grenadier, and Scots Fusilier Guards. 

1675 tr. Machiavelli's Prince (Rtldg. 1883) 289 His German 
foot-guards consisted formerly of 300 men. 1678 tr. Gaya's 
Art of War 1. 75 When the Princes of blood .. and the 
Generals of an Army pass through any Town, the Gover- 
nours furnish them with a Foot-guard. 1703 STEELE Tend. 
Husb. u. i, The joiner of the Foot-guards has made 
his Fortune by it. 1855 Macauray ist. Eng. IV. 588 
A strong body of infantry, the English footguards leading 
the way, stormed. .the outworks. 

Foothold (fu'tjhauld). [See Hoxp sd.] 

1. A hold or support for the feet: a surface 
(secure or otherwise) for standing or walking on; 
firm or stable position of the feet. 

1625 F. MarxuAm Bk, Lon. v. ii. 166 The onely readie 
and perfit scale (where is neither slipperie foot-holde, nor 
tottering ascent), 1692 R. L’Estrance Fadles vi, He has 
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nothing above him to Aspire to, nor any Foot-Hold left him 
to come down by. 1837 W. Irvine Capt. Bonneville Il. 
222 The horses had no foothold, but kept plunging forward. 
1871 L. Sreruen Playgr. Eur. iv. (1894) 102 It was im- 
possible to cut steps in it [ice] deep enough to afford secure 
foothold. 

b. transf. 

1692 R. L’Estrance Fables cccxxxiii. 29 All fell to Work 
at the Roots of the Tree, and left it so little Foot-hold, that 
the first Blast of Wind laid it Flat upon the Ground. 1880 
Contemp. Rev. Mar. 418 The hyssop finds firm foot-hold in 
the wall. 1890 Home & Ch, St. Gregory the Great 10 The 
insertion of new foundations under the pillars, which were 
supported while workmen removed their footholds. 

c. jig. 

1660 H. More J/yst. Godl. 1. v. 15 Those parts of the 
World where their Philosophy had taken foot-hold. 1855 
H. Reep Lect. Eng. Lit. wv. (1878) 150 The Saracen was 
driven slowly from his last foothold in the west of Europe. 
1864 Zheolog. Rev. Mar. 19 As one foothold of belief after 
another is taken away. 

2. 2? U.S. ‘A kind of light india-rubber overshoe, 
leaving the heel unprotected ; a sandal, Sometimes 
called a 77f’. (Cent. Dect.) 

Foot-hook: see Furrock. 

Foo:t-ho't, adv. ? Obs. [f. Foor sb. + Hor a. 
or adv.; the sb. seems to be locative as in footsore ; 
cf. the differently-formed synonym /of-foot.] a. In 
hot haste, without pause or slackening of speed. 
pb. In the phrase ¢o follow foot-hot, the adv. was 
sometimes taken to mean ‘closely’; hence it was 
used in other collocations to express mere proximity 
of situation. 

¢ 1320 Sexyn Sag. (W.) 843 Als quik he dede his schon of 
drawe, And karf his vaumpes, fot-hot. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. 
Saints, Paulus 1164 Paule..Is cumine till hyme now fut- 
hat. c1420 Padlad. on Husb. u. 228 So that thair apples 
riped with foothoote The semynaire be sette in. ¢ 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 150 Lett us ryn fote hote. 1470- 
85 Matory Arthur 1x. xxviil, They chalengyd sire launcelot 
foote hote. 1513 Doucras 42neis 1, Prol. 287, I knaw 
quhat payne is to follow him fute haite. /é/d. x1. xvi. 37 
Vnder the montane law thar stude fute hoit A byng of 
erth. 1576 TurBery. Venerie 138 Those cruell curres.. 
Which vowe foot hote to followe me. 1579-80 Norru 
Plutarch (1676) 415 Following him foot-hot, as we commonly 
say, before the barbarous People could take breath. 

Footing (fu'tin), vd/. 5d. [f. Foor v. +-1ne1.] 

1. The act of walking, pacing, or stepping; a 
step or tread. Now rare. + Zo set footing: to 
set foot (772, 07 a place), to enter. (Also fg.) 

1583 StanyHuRsT 4/xe7s m1. (Arb.) 89 He stutted, apaled 
And fixt his footing. 31593 SHaxs. 2 Hex. VJ, ut. ii. 87 
Seeke not a Scorpions Nest Nor set a footing on this 
vnkinde Shore. 1606 — 77. § Cv. 1. ii. 155 Can it be, That 
so degenerate a straine as this, Should once set footing in 
your generous bosomes? 1604 E, G. Acosta’s Hist. Indies 
i. xv. 163 For that man hath not so long a sight, nor so 
nimble and swift footing as were needeful. c 1611 CHAPMAN 
Iliad x. 294 This man makes footing towards thee, Out of 
the tents. 1637 G. Daniet Genius of Isle 431 Recall thy 
footings thence, Wander not in Darke waies, 1642 Rezonst. 
conc. Ch. & Kingd. Irel. 7 They will, with the assistance of 
Spaine and France, set footing in England. 1820 Keats 
phates xxili, Towards him they bent their footing through 
the dews. 


+b. The action of setting foot upon land. 
1604 Suaxs. Oth. u. i. 76 The bold Iago, Whose footing 
heere anticipates our thoughts, A Senights speed. 
ce. Moving with measured tread, dancing; + also, 
a dance. 
156t Hosy tr. Castiglione's Courtyer (1577) Yvb, To 
daunce well without ouer nimble footings or to busy 
trickes. 1596 Davies Orchestra xiv, My feet .. Did neuer 
yet the Art of footing know. 1652 Pryron Catastr. Ho. 
Stuarts (1731) 14 Queen Anne, who had trod so many stately 
Footings in Masks at Court. 1760 Gotpsm. Cit. World li. 
?6A squire from the country. .desirous of learning the new 
manner of footing, 


2. A mark or impression left by the foot; a foot- 
print, or footprints collectively; a trace, track, 


trail. Also fig. (cf. footstep). Now rare. 

1572 tr. Buchanan's Detect. Mary Q. Scots Mj, 1 will 
nat here precisely trace out all the footynges of the wickit 
doynges. 1576 TurBErv. Venerie 64 Let him firste marke 
what manner of Slotte or footing it is. 1579 E. K. Zp. 
Ded. to Spenser's Sheph. Cal. § 4 Poetes, whose foting this 
Author every where followeth. 1624 SANDERSON 12 Sev7t. 
(1637) 420 God hath imprinted .. some steps and footings of 
his goodnesse in the Creatures. 1727 Brapiey Fam. Dict., 
s.v. Hart, The Tracts or Footing of divers sorts of Beasts. 
1841 D’IsraeLi Amen. Lit, (1867) 69 In Normandy we 
trace the first footings of our national power. 1847 MarRyAT 
Childr. N. Forest v, See, here is her footing. 


+8. Recovery (of a woman after confinement) 
? Obs. exc. in footing-time (see 17). Cf. on foot. 

1566 Painter Pad. Pleas. 1. 46a, He asked the wife how 
she did, and praied the Goddes to send her good footyng, 
and then inquired of her trauell, and painful panges. 

4. The action of placing the feet so as not to slip 
or stumble ; stable position of the feet, foothold. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. liv. (1495) 170 The sole 
of the fote is flesshly and playne forwarde and bakwarde to 
haue fotynge. c1g00 Melusine lv. 332 But footyng faylled 
hym, & [he] fell doun deed to the grounde. «a15z9 SKELTON 
Col. Cloute 1074 Stande sure and take good fotyng. 1670 
Dryven Cong. Granada i. ww. ii, Fear makes men look 
aside, and then their footing miss, 1708 Prior Turtle § 
Sparrow 366 Her footing chanc’d to fail And down she 
fell. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xiv, Unless he climb with 
footing nice, A far projecting precipice. 1869 C. Ginson 
R. Gray iv, ‘Come awa, Dawnie, and mind your futting.’ 
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b. The action or manner of placing the feet for 
standing in a given position. ; 

1545 Ascuam Yoxoph. (Arb.) 147 The fyrste poynte 1s 
when a man shoulde shote, to take suche footyng and 
standyng as shal be both cumlye to the eye and profytable 
to his vse. 31856 H. A. Forp Archery ix. 62 The footing 
must be firm, yet at the same time easy and springy. 

5. Support for the foot; surface (favourable or 
the contrary) for walking or standing upon. 

1596 Suaks. 1 Ten. IV, 1. iii. 193 To o’rewalk a Current, 
roaring loud, On the vnstedfast footing of a Speare. 1627 
May Lucan m1. 602 The Roman ships slow keel’d would 
firmely stand, And lend sure footing like a fight by land. 
1789 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 8 July, 1 am delighted with 
the soft air and soft footing upon the sands. 18x0 ScoTT 
Lady of L. w. xxi, Where scarce was footing for the goat. 
1824 Heper rnd. (1828) 11. 44 It was probable we should 
find safe footing. 2 

+. A notch or ledge for the foot, a ‘step’. Ods. 

1725 De For Voy. round World (x840) 266 We, by foot- 
ings made in the rocks, descended, as we might say, down 
a pair of stairs. Sa ; 

6. fig. Firm or secure position; established place ; 


foothold, establishment. 

1886 WatsincHam Leé. 4 Mar. in Spottiswood His?. Ch. 
Scot. (1655) 361 In former times, when England had a foot- 
ing in France. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. v. xil. 407 
A lie cursorily told takes little footing -. in the tellers 
memory. 1710 BerKetey Princ. Hum. Knowl. § 55 
Those notions have gained but a very inconsiderable foot- 
ing in the world. 1815 W. H. Irevanp Scribdleomanta 
120 This clerical baronet has vainly endeavoured to gain 
a footing upon the theatrical boards. 1869 Trottore He knew 
xxii, She had made good her footing in her aunt’s house. 

+7, The foundation, ground, or basis on which 
anything rests or from which it springs. Ods. 

181 J. Bett Haddon'’s Answ, Osor. 407 All which do 
come altogether to utter ruine, if Purgatory decay once: 
but if Purgatory hold fast, then are they all of good footing. 
ax617 Hieron Ws. 1619 II. 441 A thing for which we find no 
footing in the scripture. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Selv. 
46 This way of speaking has so good footing, that [etc.]. 

8. The conditions and arrangements, the under- 
stood state of things, on which an institution, etc. 
is established; the position or status due or assigned 
to a person, etc. in estimation or treatment. Ox the 
same, on one or a footing (with): on an equality. 

1657 CRomwELL Sf. 21 Apr., I think we are now to con- 
sider, not what we are in regard to our Footing and that of 
the Government which called this Parliament. 1657-8 
Burton's Diary (1828) 11. 440 It is not long since they got 
the title of Lords. Anciently, all were upon one footing of 
account. 3741 tr. D’Argens Chinese Lett. XX. 136 They 
resolved to put the Chinese on the same Footing as the 
Dutch. 1769 Funius Lett. No. 2 (1804) I. 24 2. 2 The army 
.-Was never upon a more respectable footing with regard to 
discipline. 1807-8 Syp. Smit Plymley’s Lett. Wks. 1859 
II. 177/1 What the Catholics ask for is to be put on a footing 
with the Protestant Dissenters. 1818 Jas. Mity Brit. India 
Il. v. iv. 424 Mahomed Ali was. .placed upon the footing of 
an ally of the King of Great Britain. 1861 HuGues Yowe 
Brown at Oxf. i. (1889) 3 The eldest sons of baronets.. were 
scarcely admitted on any other footing [than as gentlemen- 
commoners]. 1894 Zimes (weekly ed.) 9 Feb. 115/2 The 
Khedive .. stands upon an altogether different footing from 
the Sultan, : S 

b. The ‘terms’ on which a person stands in inter- 
course with another; degree of intimacy or favour ; 
relative status (as an equal, superior, or inferior). 

1742 Fietpinc 7. Andrews u. iv, Horatio and Leonora 
were what they call on a good footing together, 1766 
Goins. Vic. W.xx, I was admitted to his table upon the 
footing of half friend, half underling. 1796 Jane AUSTEN 
Pride § Prej. v. 188 You see on what a footing we are. 

9. Entrance on a new position, etc. (in phr. Zo 
pay for one’s footing’) ; hence, a fee demanded of 
a person on doing something for the first time or 
on being admitted to any trade, society, etc. 

1710 Brit. Apollo I11. No. 12, 2/2 Young. .Sinners .. not 
yet of Age to pay for their Footing in St. James’s Park. 
1777 [see CHUMMAGE 2]. 1833 Marryat P. Simifle vii, 
‘Hand out my footing ! What does he mean?’ ‘ He means 
that you must fork out aseven-shilling bit.’ 1862 TRoLLorE 
Small Ho. at Allington ii, Mr. Crosbie..had to pay half a 
crown for his footing to the haymakers. 

10. The action of putting a foot to anything. 

1805 W. Taytor in Anz. Rev. III. 65 Weaving, footing, 
and grafting silk stockings. .aremostly performed by women. 
1882 CauLtreitp & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Footing, a 
term employed in the knitting of stockings. 

ll. concr. That with which something is ‘ footed’. 

a. Material used to ‘ foot’ boots, stockings, etc. 

1sgt Percivatt Sf. Dict., Cabegado, new footings of 

bootes. 1707 J. Stevens Quevedo’s Com. Wks, (1709) 222 
It waits to be converted into Footing for Stockings. 

‘tb, == Foor sd. 10. 

1659 Torriano, /zsto, the shank, the supporter, the stalk 
or footing of any thing. 

ce. Lace. (See quot. 1882.) 

1692 Lond. Gaz. No. 2733/4 One .. Petticoat, having 3 
black Fringes, with Footings. 1697 Jézd. No. 3250/4, 3 
yards of Silver Lace and Footing. 1869 Mrs. PALLisER 
Lace xix, 215 Chateau-Renaud and Méziéres were chiefly 
employed in the manufacture of footings. 1882 CAULFEILD 
& Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Footing ..is used..te distin- 
guish the edge of the Lace that is sewn to the dress from the 
scalloped and unattached edge. The Footing is sometimes 
worked with the rest of the design, and at others as a 
separate narrow lace, being then sewn on to the main part. 

d. A piece of hard wood dovetailed on to the 
pile-end of an arrow. 

1856 H. A. Forp Archery v. 30 For footing, any hard 
wood will do; and if this be solid for one inch below the 
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pile, it will be amply sufficient. 1887 W. Butr Ford's 

Archery iii. 37 Great care should be taken... that the foot- 

ing exactly fits the pile, so as to fill entirely the inside of it. 
e. Printing, etc. (See quots.) 

1676 Moxon Print. Lett. 7 The Footing is the small 
Arches the Letter stands on, as the Arches upon the feet of 
Letter A is the Footing of that Letter. 1683 — Mech. 
Exerc. \1. 126 The Footing, is the straight fine Stroak or 
Stroaks that lie in the Foot-Line of Letters. 

12. Arch. A projecting course or courses at éhe 
base or foundation of a wall or other erection to 
give it security. 

1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 255 All Walls ought to have a 
Rasis, or Footing, at least 4 Inches on a side broader than 
the thickness of the Wall. 1838 Simms Pub. Wks, Gt. Brit. 
25 The footings of the abutments will be 18 inches below the 
level. 1881 Younc Every man his own mechanic § 23 He 
should get a bricklayer to show him..how to put in the 
footings of his wall. 

13. A place hollowed out or otherwise prepared 
for receiving the foot of a timber or the like. 

1793 SMEATON Ldystone L. § 88 In the center of the house 
a slight footing was cut for the mast, suitable to a square of 
18 inches. 7 

14, The action of adding up a column of figures, 
etc. ; the result thus obtained, sum total, 

1855 H. Crarke Dict., Footing. .reckoning..sum total. 
1881 Chicago Times 4 June, The final footings of the debt 
of all cities .. of the United States .. were made last week. 
1884 Harper's Mag. July 296/2 We could easily add twenty 
per cent. to the gross footings of the entire list. 

5. The action of collecting turf; also, the heaps 
so formed. Sc. and Zrish dial. ; 

1t80z FINDLATER Agric. Peebles 209 The peats..are 
placed on end three or four together, and leaning against 
each other; this is called footing the peats. 1825 JAMIESON, 
fittings, turfs setonedge. 1841 S. C. Hatt /reland (1842) 
II. 263 zote, ‘Footing’, which means collecting the turf into 
parcels of about six each. 1880 Antrim § Down Gloss., 
footins, small heaps of cut peat. 

16. Whale-fishing. (See quot. 1858.) 

1820 Scoressy Acc. Arct. Reg. IT. 402 The greasy animal 
matter called footje or footing, 1858Simmonps Dict. Trade, 
footing, the finer detached fragments of the fenks, or refuse 
whale blubber, not wholly deprived of oil. 

17. attrib. and Comdé., as footing-place ; footing- 
ale (see quots.) ; footing beam, f. dormant, the 


tie-beam of a roof; footing-time (da/.), the time | 


when a woman rises from childbed. 

1824 Craven Dialect 75 *Footing-ale, liquor or money 
given by a person on entering a new employment. 1825 
Jamieson, /7ttin-ale, an entertainment given by parents 
when they have a child that taks the fit or foot, i.e., begins 
to walk. 1842 Gwitt Eucycl. Archit. Gloss., *Footing 
Beam, the name given, in some of the provinces, to the tie- 
beam of a roof. 1846 BucHanan Techn. Dict., *Footing 
Dormant in carpentry, a name for the tie-beam of a roof. 
1611 SPEED Hist. Gt. Brit, 1x. xii. § 74 The possession of the 
Citie of Vannes .. the English-men still kept, that .. they 
might haue some holde and certaine “footing-place. 1674 
Ray S. §& £. C. Words 66 * Footing time, Norf. is the same 
with upsetting time in Yorksh, when the Puerpera gets up. 

+ Foo'tingly, adv. Obs. rare—'. [f. footing 
ppl. adj. (f. Foor v.) +-ty2.] With (proper) use 
of the feet in dancing, trippingly. 

1566 Drant Horace’s Sat. 1. ix. 24 Or who can daunce so 
footinglye, Obseruing tune and time? 

Footle (fl), v. slang. [Of obscure origin: 
Cf. Footer sb.2] tntr. To talk or act foolishly, to 
trifle or ‘potter’. Hence Footling #f/. a. Also 
Foo'tle sd., twaddle, ‘rot’. Foo'tle a., paltry, 
trifling. 

1892 F. Anstey Voces Populi Ser. 11. 111 Now, really, 
Settee, do try not to footle like this! 1894 Du Maurier 
Trilby 1. 163 His palette in one hand, and his twiddling 
little footle pig’s-hair brush in the other. 1895 F. Anstey 
Lyre & Lancet x. 106 I’m no good at poetry..It does seem 
to me such—well, such footle. 

Footless (fu'tlés), a. [f. Foor sd,+-.mss. Cf. 
FEETLESS.} Having no foot or feet. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvit. cxv. (1495) 856 
Amonge wormes some ben fotelesse; as adders and ser- 
pentes. c1400 Destr. Troy 6475 Mony foteles freike of his 
fell dinttes. 1591 SyLvesTeER Du Bartas 1. v. 89 Some 
[creatures] head-less are, Foot-less, and fin-less. 1675 
Hosses Odyss. (1677) 45 About him will his footless sea- 
calveslie. 1849 H. Mitter Yootfr. Creat. ix. 157 The foot- 
less serpent, which ‘goeth upon its belly’. 1886 W. J. 
Tucker £, Europe 114 ‘ What do you think of us?’ asked 
the footless officer. 3 

b. of things (e.g. a stocking). 

1611 Cortcr., Brezsse, a dish, or footlesse cup. 1853 KANE 
Grinnell Exp. xx. (1856) 159 Some footless stockings, tied 
up at the lower end to serve as socks, 

e. transf. and fig. 

1795 CoLeripcE Lolian Harp 24 Melodies. . Footless and 
wild, like birds of Paradise. 1855 Tennyson Mand xvi. 
viii, My love has .. stol’n away To dreamful wastes where 
footless fancies dwell. 

Footlights (futlaits), sb. 22, A row of lights 
placed in front of the stage of a theatre, on a level 
with the feet of the actors, and furnished with re- 
flectors so as to throw all their light upon the 
scene. Often ¢ramsf. =the ‘stage’; ¢o smell of 
the footlights =to be redolent of the stage. 

1836-9 Dickens Sk. Boz (1850) 74/2 The foot-lights have 
just made their appearance. 1880 Ourma Moths Il. 322 My 
own art has a little too much smell of the footlights; I have 
..too many [hours] with the gaslit crowds before me. 1883 
S. C. Hatt Retrospect 11. 270 His experience of the foot- 
lights had not chilled. .his love of Nature. 
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b. attrib. (in sing.) 

1870 LowEtt Among my Bhs. Ser. 1. (1873) 324 The foot« 
light style of phrase. 1894 G. Ecrrton Keynotes 1 The 
mental picture of footlight flare and fantastic dance. 

Footling (fwtlin), sd. [f. Foor sé. + -t1ve.] 

+1. The footstalk or petiole of a flower. Ods. 

1562 Turner Herbal it. 41 b, A long small pediculo, that 
is a footlyng or footstalcke. 

2. Ina rowing boat: (see quot.). 

1857 P. Cotquuoun Comp. Oarsman’s Guide 7 Footlings, 
or shifting battens. .consist of long strips of board 24 inches 
broad and an inch apart, secured by cross pieces underneath 


them, 
Footling (fwtlin), adv. Obstetrics, [f. Foor 


sb, +-LING.] With the feet foremost. 

1734 GirFArD Cases in Midwifery \xxxix. 215 A delivery 
where the child came footling. 1801 AZed. ¥rn/. V. 312 The 
child was smaller than usual, and the presentation footling. 

Footlock: see FErLock. 

+ Footlong, adv. Obs. rare—1, [See -LonG.] 
= Fooriine adv. 

1545 Raynotp Byrth Mankynde 74 a, Then must the 
mydwife helpe the byrth. .that cometh fotelonge (yf she can) 


to returne it vpon the head. 
Footman (fuwtm&n). [f. Foor 5d.+ Man.] 
Also 


1. One who goes on foot, a pedestrian. 
with adj.,a (good, swift, etc.) walker or runner. 
Now somewhat vare exc. dial. 

1382 Wyc.ir Numb. xi. 21 Six hundryd thousandes of foot 
men ben of this puple. 1478 Presentm. Furies in Surtees 
Misc. (1890) 27 The fotmans cawse be for William Chawe 
dore is defectyffe. 1563 App. Sanpys in Strype dau. Ref. I. 
xxxv. 396 His park, wherein is a path for footmen. 1623 
Cockeram i, A swift Foot-man, celeripedian. 1650 FULLER 
Pisgah 1. xili, 41 Fear makes good Footmen. a1744 W. 
Byrp in Tyler Amer. Lit. (1879) I. 277 Practice will soon 
make a man of tolerable vigor an able footman. 1769 De 
froe’s Tour Gt. Brit. 1. 153 The Ferry-keeper will demand 
Sixpence of every Horseman, and Twopence of every Foot- 
man, 1816 Keatince 7vav. (1817) Il. 28 A foot-man is 
nearly lost in this forest of annuals. 1882 Worcestersh. Gloss., 
Footman, a good walker is termed ‘a good footman’, 1890 
O. Betxnap in Shields Big Game N. Amer. 298 A Buffalo 
appeared. .at a point which we afterwards found taxed the 
climbing powers of afootman. 18g0 BoLprEwoop Sguatter’s 
Dream xxiii. 277 A ‘footman’ (as a person not in possession 
of a horse is termed in Australian provincial circles). 

+b. One who competes in a foot-race. Obs. 

1654 WessteR Adpius § Virg.t.i, I have heard of cunning 
footmen that have worn Shoes made of lead, some ten days 
’fore a race To give them nimble and more active feet. 1685 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2062. 2/2 There will be a Plate Run for by 
Footmen at Wigan. 

+e. A foot-pad. Ods. 

1615 J. SrepHens Ess. §& Charac., Warrener (1857) 201 If 
he doth not play the valiant Foot-man, and take tribute of 
passengers. 1666 Pepys Diary (1879) VI. 84 Being wounded 
.-last night, by footmen, in the highway. 

2. A foot-soldier. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 199 Wyboute archers & vot men, 
wyb tuo bousend hors y wrye. 13-. Coer de L. 5105 Off 
a footman a bowe he took. cx1450 Merlin 113 [Thei]..were 
well viij™! knyhtes..and fotemen grete plente. 1598 BARRET 
Theor. Warres 1. i. 40 Those battels..being verie aduan- 
tagious for footmen against footmen. 1630 tr. Camden's 
Hist. Eliz, 1. 105 He put his footmen aboord the 
small vessels he had. 1798 Craic in Owen Wedllesley’s 
Des~. 601 A force of 10,000 horse, and as many footmen. 
1864 Kincstey Rom. § Teut. iii. (1875) 72 The knights.. 
left the foot-men to finish the work. 1896 77zes 22 Apr. 
7/3 They were suddenly attacked by a body of 200 horsemen, 
supported by a large body of footmen. 

+38. An attendant or foot-servant. In early use, 
a runner in attendance upon a rider of rank; and, 
later, a servant who ran before his master’s carriage, 
called more fully a running-footman. Obs. 

c1450 Bk. Curtasye 621 in Babees Bk. (1868) 320 Fote-men 
pat rennen by pe brydels of ladys shene. 1552 Hutoet, 
Fotemen for princes, or noble persons, civcumpedes. 1612 
W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. (1876) 27 He needs must ride, 
That had my Foot-man lackying by his side. 1718 Prior 
Alma. 58 Like Footmen running before Coaches, To tell 
the Inn what Lord approaches. 1791 Bee 13 July IV. 11 
Coaches..were [c. 1760] generally accompanied by running 
footmen..whose assistance was often wanted to support the 
coach on each side, to prevent it from being overturned. 
1818 Scorr By, Lamm. xxii, Two running footmen, dressed 
in white, with black jockey-caps, and long staffs in their 
hands, headed the train. 1856 WV. & Q. Ser. 1. I. 80/1 The 
sheriff and judges were preceded by two running footmen, 

4. A man-servant in livery employed chiefly to 
attend the carriage and wait at table. 

1706-7 Farquuar Beaux’ Strat. 1. i, There’s neither Red- 
Coat inthe Coach, nor Footman behindit. 1756-7 tr. Keys/er's 
Trav. (1760) 1V. 469 Some gentlemen of the bed-chamber 
were not able even to keep a footman. 1784 CowPER 7%70c. 
407 Means that would disgrace A..footman out of place. 
1848 Dickens Domébey vii, The Princess’s Arms..much 
resorted to by splendid footmen. 1878 M. A. Brown 
Nadeschda 23 A gilded coach..bursts forth; Like gaudy 
birds are the footmen perched. ; 

b. fig. (Cf. lackey.) 

1834 Macautay Pitt (1851) 45 The Whigs, who ought, he 
said, to be ashamed to talk about liberty, while they sub- 
mitted to be the footmen of the Duke of Newcastle. 

5. A stand to support a kettle, etc. before the fire. 

1767 Specif, Brodie § Williams Patent No. 880. 3 A rest or 
footman to put the tea-kettle on. 1844 Dickens J/art. 
Chuz. xx, From pot and kettle, face of brass footman, and 
black-leaded stove. 

6. A moth of the family Zi¢hosizde. 

1819 G. SamourLite Entomol. Compend. 249 Lithosia 
guadra (four-spotted footman), 1870 Eng, Mech, 21 Jan. 
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449/2 The scarce footman (Zithosia caniola) has not long 
been known as a British insect. 

7. appositively and Comd., as | footman archer ; 

Jootman-like adj. ; + footman’s inn, gaol. 

1598 GRENEWEY Tacitus’ Ann. xin. ix. (1622) 192 In the 
wings went the *footmen archers with the residue of the 
horsemen. 1604 Penniles Parl. Threed-bare Poetsin Hari. 
Misc. (1744) I. 179 ‘Those that depend on Destiny, and not 
on God, may chance look through a narrow Lattice at * Foot- 
men’s Inn. 1613 S. RowLanps Kvaue of Harts, A theeu- 
ing Knaue, That he at last in foot-mans Inne must host. 
1864 Realm 23 Mar. 4 The Globe, whose *footmanlike ser- 
vility to the Ministry is notorious. 

Hence Foo'tmanhood, footmen collectively. 


Foo'tmanry, the occupation of a footman. 

1822 GaLt Sir A. Wylie I. xxiii. 208 We were plagued by 
the sons of the patriarchal fixtures of Chastington-hall, com- 
ing here to learn the craft and mystery of footmanry. 1862 
H. Aipt Carr of Carrl 111. 136 The powdered footmanhood 
of London. 3 

Footmanship (fu'tmenfip). [f prec. + -sH1P.] 

1. The action of, or skill in, running or walking. 
To lay on or make footmanshtp: to run quickly. 
Now vare or Obs. 

1862 J. SHuTE Cambine'’s Turk. Wars 18 Everye man by 
fotemanshyppe soughte to save one and to get into the citie. 
1565 GoLDING Ovid's A7et. 1. (1593) 17 Twaine of them do 
straine themselves and lay on footemanship. 1580 BLun- 
DEVIL Horsemanship (1609) 4b, Their sure footmanship .. 
their lofty pase. a1603 T. Cartwricut Confut. Rhen. 
NV. T. (1618) 9 The Hart pursued of the dogges, maketh 
foote-manship to the soile. 1672 Petty Pol. Anat, 328 The 
footman-ship for which the Irish 40 years ago were very 
famous, is now almost quite lost among them. 1769 De 
Foe’s Tour Gt. Brit, 11. 414 The People in this County 
[Stafford] have been more particularly famous than any 
other for good Footmanship. 1896 Boston (Mass.) Frnd. 30 
Jan. 10/6 The most important test is utterly ignored. This 
.. Footmanship, not erudition, is the thing. 

Jig. 1614 J. Cooxe City Wit in Dodsley O. P. VII. 85 
Ill try the nimble footmanship of your tongue. 

2. The occupation or office of a footman (sense 4). 

1833 “raser's Mag. VIII. 632 The fundamental principles 
of footmanship. 

+ Foo't-mantle. Os. a. ? An over-garment 
worn by women when riding, to protect their dress. 
b. =Foor-cLorH 1. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Pyrol. 472 A foot-mantel aboute hir hipes 
large. 1488 in Ld, Treas. Acc. Scot?. 1. 147 Item, for thre 
elne of veluus til a fut mantil, price of the elne iij li. c 1610 
Str J. Metvit Zen. (1735) 91 With them came a Servant 
of Lord Robert's with a Horse and Foot-mantle of velvet. . 
for me to ride upon. 1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2031/1 Six 
Heralds in Coats with Foot-Mantles, bearheaded, two and 
two. 1818 Scotr Art. Midl. iv, ‘Horse-graith and har- 
nessing, forby broidered robes and foot-mantles, that wad 
hae stude by their lane wi’ gold brocade.’ 

Foot-mark, footmark (fw tmaik). 

1. A mark on the foot ; (in quot.) an ownership 
mark cut on the foot of a swan. 

1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 123 Our footemarke is to 
cutte or slit them on both the in-webbes. 

2. A mark made by the foot ; a foot-print. 

1826 Syp. SmitH Counsel for Prisoners Wks. 1859 LI. 
111/2 A foot-mark, a word, a sound..all gave birth to the 
most ingeniousinferences. 1855 Dawson Acadian Geol. ix. 
187 When examining the red sandstones. .I found in one of 
the beds a few footmarks of an unknown animal. 

jig. 1888 R. A. VauGuan Ess. & Rem. I. 31 Possessed of 
data wherewith to discover the genuine footmark, we may 
now track the course of our author. 

Hence Foot-mark v. ¢rans. +a. To mark on 
the foot. +b. To impress with the mark of 


a foot. 

1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 123 The swanners gette 
up the younge swannes about Midsummer, and footemarke 
them for the owners, 182r Crare V72dd, M/instr. I. 208 
Where .. First foot-mark’d the ground by me, All is 
still. 

+ Foo't-meal, adv. Obs. [OE. fotmelum : see 
-MEAL.] Step bystep. (In quot. preceded by dy.) 

czoso Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 412 Gradatim, feegre, ode 
fotmzlum. 1579 FEenTon Guicciard. xv. (1599) 728 The 
Spaniards not ceassing..to win aduantage by footmeale, 

Foo't-note (fu'tjngut). A note or comment 
inserted at the foot of the text. Hence Foo't-note 
v., to furnish with a foot-note or foot-notes; to 
comment on in a foot-note. Also Foot-noted ///. 
a., Foot-noting v0/. sd. 

1841 Savacre Dict. Printing 88 Bottom notes ..are also 
termed Foot Notes. 1864 Reader 21 May 645 A supple- 
mental little poem. .extensively footnoted. /d7d. ‘The result 
of all this .. footnoting and appendix-noting, is that the 
volume has a most chaotic and bewildering look. 1875 E. 
Wuite Life in Christ 1. xxiv. (1878) 360 To refer in a foot- 
note to the passages..where these words occur. 1893 WV. § 
Q. Ser. vit. III. 190 Junius foot-notes a passing attack on 
Chatham thus. 

Foot-oak: see Furrock. 

Foot-pace (fu'tpeis). [See PAcr 5b.J 
“1. A walking pace. Chiefly in advb. phr. a foot- 
pace, at (or +22) a foot-pace = at a walking pace. 

1538 Exiot, Pedepressim, a foote pase, softly. 1562 
J. Heywoop Prov. § Efpigr. (1867) 149 The best lacketh 
feete, foote pace with vs to holde. 1607 Topseti Four. 
Beasts (1658) 315 Cause him every day to be led up and 
down a foot pace a quarter of an hour. 1637 Breton Poste 
w, packet Wks. (Grosart) 41/1 For your foot-pace, I thinke 
you haue sore heeles, you walke so nicely, as vpon egge- 
shels, 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. v. (1686) 5 Being oblig'd 
..to toil their Horses all day, over deep Fallows, in a foot- 
pace only. 1810 Sforting Mag. XXXVI. go The child was 
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riding only a foot pace. 1859 Dickens 7, Two Cities 1. ii. 
‘Come on at a footpace, d’ye mind me?’ 
2. Something on which to tread or set the feet. 


+a. A carpet or mat. Obs. 

18s Nomenclator 249/2 Storea..a mat: a footepase of 
sedges. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xl. 160 A Chair 
of State... and at the foot of it a Cushion of the same, all 
upon an exceeding large foot-pace of tapestry. 1706 in 
Purtiirs (ed. Kersey). . 

b. A raised portion of a floor; a dais or plat- 
form; e.g. the step or raised floor on which an 


altar stands. 

1580 Hottysanp Treas. Fr. Tong, Marche-pied, a foote- 
pace, a threshold, a groundsill. 1598 in A/em. Stepney 
Parish (1890-1) 34 Item, that there be made about the 
communion table a raile wt® a foote pace and mattes 
thereon to kneele vpon. 1612 Bacon Ess., Fudicature 
(Arb.) 456 The place of Justice is an hallowed place ; 
and therefore not onely the bench, but the footepace and 
precincts and purprise thereof ought to bee preserued with- 
out scandall and corruption. a@ 1676 WuitTELockE AZem. 
(1682) 609 At the upper end upon a Foot pace and Carpet, 
stood the Protector with a Chair of State behind him. @ 1697 
Ausrey Nat. Hist. Surrey (1719) V. 193 The Communion 
Table..fis] placed on a fine black and white Footpace. 1845 
Ecclesiologist 1V. 102 The footpace, or altar-platform. 1872 
Suretey Gloss. Eccl. Terms, Footpace..a raised flooring in 
a bay window. 

ce. A hearth-stone. 

1682 GauLe Magastrom. 181 The crickets chirping behind 
the chimney stock; or creeping upon the foot-pace. 1703 
T. N. City & C. Purchaser 220 Some Pavements, (as in Foot- 
paces before Chimneys). 1840 Parker Gloss. Archit., Foot- 
pace. This term is also sometimes used for the hearth- 
stone. 

d. A half landing ona staircase or flight of steps; 


also called half-pace. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 160 Foot-pace, is a part of a 
pair of Stairs .. where you make two or three paces before 
you ascend another step. 1842 Gwitt Eucycl. Archit. 
Gloss., Foot Pace or Half Pace. 

Footpad (fu'tpzed). Ods. exc. Hzst. [See Pav.] 
A highwayman who robs on foot. 

1683 Drypen & Ler Duke of Guise Ded., Though they 
assault us like footpads in the dark. 1789 Wo corr (P. 
Pindar) S27. for Paint. Wks. 1812 II. 179 I’m no High- 
wayman. No, there you are right. A Footpad only. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge ii, Roads in the neighbourhood of 
the metropolis were infested by footpads or highwaymen. 

Hence Foo'tpad v., to play the footpad; Foo't- 
padding v4/, sb. and ffl. a. Also Foo'tpaddery, 
-padry (xonce-wd.), the occ’pation of a foot-pad. 

1735 in W. C. Sydney Zug. 18t% C. (1891) II. 282 Five 
condemned malefactors were executed at Tyburn, viz. 
Kiffe and Wilson for footpadding [etc.]. 1790 Burns Let. 
to Cunningham 13 Feb., A glass of whisky-toddy with a 
ruby-nosed yoke-fellow of a foot-padding exciseman. 1860 
Gen. P. THompson Audi Alt. III. ciii. 7 From foot-padding 
upwards, it is always desirable to get at the principle. 1861 
Tbid, UI. elxxviii, 215 Highwaymanhood and foot-padry. 
1874 W. C. Smitu Borland Hall 152 1’d sooner footpad it, 
and steal and rob. 1889 DoyLe Micah Clarke xxiii, They 
did not, as a rule, descend to footpaddery or robbery. 

Foot-path, footpath (fu'tpap). 

1. A path for foot-passengers only. 

1826 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 141 Lyke as the fote 
path or waye ledeth to the cite. 1605 SHaxks. Lear tv.i. 58 
Glow. Know’st thou the way to Douer? Zdg. Both style, 
and gate; Horseway, and foot-path. 1786 Burns Brigs of 
Ayr 100 Your poor, narrow foot-path ofa street. 1842 Mrs, 
CarvyLe Lett, I. 156 A foot-path about half-a-yard wide .. 
cuts across the bit of green field. 

Jig. 1535 CovERDALE Ps. cxvili. [cxix.] 15, I wil.. haue 
respecte vnto thy fotepathes. 

+2. 2A pedestal. Ods. 

1580 Eccl. Proc. Bp. Barnes (Surtees) 128 There remaneth 
in the quere certayne corbile stones which were some time 
fotte pathes for images. 

3. attrib. 

1611 Suaxs. Wint, T. rv. iii, 132 Jog-on, Jog-on, the foot- 
path way, And merrily hent the Stile-a. 1892 Dazly News 
15 Feb. 5/1 The National Footpath Preservation Society. 

Hence Foo'tpath v. ¢rans., to make a footpath 
or footpaths across. 

1844 Mrs. Browninc Drama of Exile Poet. Wks. 1889 I. 
81 This shall.. Turn back your rivers, footpath all your 
seas. 

Footprint (fu'tprint). The print or impression 
left by the foot; spec. in Geol. a fossilized one. 

1552 Hu tort, Fote prynte, or the printe of the fote, eda. 
1623 CockEeraM1, 7races, the feet-print of rauening beasts. 
1850 LyELt 2nd Visit U.S. 11. 304 Certain fossil foot-prints 
of a reptile said to have been found in strata of the ancient 
coal-formation. 1865 Tytor Early Hist. Man. 115 The 
typical case is the sacred footprint of Ceylon. 1888 Burcon 
Lives 12 Gd, Men II. v. 25 Their footprints in yesterday's 
snow were all still there. 

jig. 1674 Prayrorp Skill Mus. 1, xi. 38 Of which I do 
intend in this my Discourse toleave some foot-prints. 1839 
Loner. Psalm of Life vii, Leave behind us Foot-prints on 
the sands of time. 

Hence Foo't-print v. ¢vanzs., to mark with foot- 
prints. 

1850 Mrs, Browninc Poems I. 201 Pavement fair, The 
antique wood-nymphs scarce would dare To footprint o’er. 


+ Foot-rid. Ods. [Of doubtful origin; perh, 
f. Foor sd. + rid f. Rip v. Cf. Foorrinu.] (See 


quot.) 

_ 1665 Duptey Metallum Martis (1854) 27 Where the Coles 
is deep and but little Earth upon the measures of Coles, there 
the Colliers rid off the Earth, and dig the Coles under their 
ee these Works are called Foot-rids. 1686 [see Foor- 
RILL]. 
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Footrill (fu'tril). Coal-mining. Also footrail, 
futteril. [Of unknown etymology: cf. prec.] 
(See quots.) 

1686 Prior Staffordsh. iii. 129 The open works .. where .. 
the Workmen rid off the earth, and dig the coal under their 
feet .. there being no need for these, of windless, roap, or 
carf, whence these sort of Coale-works are commonly call’d 
Foot-ridds or Footrills, 1883 Grestey Gloss. Coal Mining, 
Footrill, Futteril, and Footrail, the entrance to a mine by 
means of a level driven into a hill-side, or a dip road, up 
which coal is brought. 1885 Sheffield Daily Tel. 30 June, 
Four Shafts and a Footrill have been sunk to the Coal. 

+ Foot-saunt. Os. [f. Foor sb. + saunt, 
Cent2,] App.=cent-foot (see CENT ?), 

The quots. for cezt-foot seem to show that there was 
something about ‘loving’ in the language used in the game, 
whence prob. the allusion below. 

1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 35 In our assemblies at 
playes in London, you shall see suche heauing, and shoouing 
. suche playing at foote Saunt without Cardes, 

Foo't-sole. The sole of the foot. 

1612 AinswortH Azmot. Ps. \xxxix. 52 The oracle, Gen. 
3. 15, that the serpent should bruise the footsole of the 
womans seed. 1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Taylor's Goose 
Wks. 105/2 The name of them [Soland geese] may well pro- 
ceede From the Dams foot-sole, whence they all do breede. 
1870 Morris Earthly Par. 11. m1. 16 A dreary road the 
weary foot-sole wears. 

Foot-sore (fu'tso-1), a. and sé. 

A. adj. Sore as to the feet, having sore feet. 

1719 De For Crusoe (L.), The heat of the ground made me 
footsore. 1814 Sporting Mag. XLIII.83 He was extremely 
foot-sore. 1856 Kane Avct. Expl. I. xix. 238 The dogs 
were..no longer foot-sore, but well rested. 

B. sd, A complaint of the foot. 2zo7ce-use. 

1874 Freeman in Stephens 7/ (1895) II. 84 Some kind 
of foot-sore, rheumatic gout, I believe they call it. 

Hence Foo‘tsoreness. 

1849 SoutHey Common-pl. Bk. Ser. u. 646 Cure for Foot- 
soreness. 1884 Besant Childr. Gibeon xvii, Weariness I 
complain not of, and footsoreness is my righteous punish- 


ment. 

Footstalk (fu'tstdk). [f. Foor sd. + Sratx.] 

A slender stem or support fitted into a foot or base. 
a. Bot. The stalk or petiole of a leaf; the 


peduncle of a flower. 

1562 TurNER Herbal 1. 41 A footlyng or footstalcke such 
as chyries grow on. 1597 GrrARDE Herbal u. xl. § 3 The 
flowers do growe betweene the footestalkes of those leaues. 
1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 1114 The flowers come forth 
at the joynts upon long footstalkes. 1775 Romans //ist, 
Florida 27 Laurel, with .. blue berries sitting on long foot- 
stalks. 1849 Dana Geol. App. i. 716 The footstalk into 
which the frond tapers is very long. 

b. Zool, A process resembling the petiole of a 
plant; e.g. the muscular attachment of a barnacle, 


the stalk of a crinoid, etc. 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Extomol. IV. xliv. 214 Each egg is 
furnished with a footstalk terminating in a bulb. 1849 H. 
Mitter Footpr. Creat. iii. 30 The scale-like shagreen of 
the dog-fish is elevated over it on an osseous pedicle or foot- 
stalk. 1859 Darwin Ovig. Sfec. v. (1878) 110 In some of 
the crabs the footstalk for the eye remains, though the eye 
is gone. 

Cc. gen. . 

1831 Brewster Wat. Magic viii. (1833) 194 A tumbler- 
glass with a footstalk, 1871 L. STEPHEN Playgr. Eur. v. 
122 Huge blocks [of ice] balanced on narrow footstalks. 

Hence Foo't-stalked a., attached by a footstalk. 

1849-52 Topp Cycl. Anat. IV. 1185/1 [Tunicata] sessile 
or foot-stalked on the rock. 


Footstall (futistol). [f Foor sd. +Srat sd.] 
1. The base or pedestal of a pillar, statue, 


etc, 

1888 Hiccins Nomenclator 203 Stylobata..The foote stal 
ofa piller. 1626 AinswortH Axnot. Pentat. Lev.i.15 The 
Priest went up on the footstall (of the Altar). 1635 J. Hay- 
warp tr, Bzondi'’s Ban. Virgin 19 His shield. .rested on the 
footestall of the statue. 1886 WiLLis & Crark Cambridge 
II. 140 The bases and footstalls shewed that the whole of 
the piers stood on this lower level. 

2. ‘A woman’s stirrup’ (J.). 

Footstep (fu'tstep). [See Srrp.] 

1. A step or tread of the foot ; a foot-fall. 

1535 CovERDALE Ps. xvifi]. 5 Ordre thou my goynges in 
thy pathes, that my fote steppes slippe not. 1719 DE For 
Crusoe 1. xi, What marks were there of any other footsteps ? 
1797 Mrs. Rapciirre /talian ix, Wherever I go I hear 
only the echoes of my own footsteps. 1816 J. Witson City 
of Plague i. iii, Methought I heard a footstep in the church. 

b. The distance traversed by the foot in stepping, 
taken as a measure of length or area. 

1796 STEDMAN Sxrinamz I. vii. 142 Not a foot-step of land 
could we find, where we might cook our salt provisions in 
safety. 1855 F. Locker Lond. Lyrics, Old Cradle vi, At 
most 'tis a footstep from cradle to coffin. 

2. The mark or print made by a foot, 

c12z20 Bestiary 7 Alle hise fet steppes After him he filled. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 174/2 Foote steppe, of a mann only, 
peda, 1611 Bite Bel § Dr. 20, I see the footsteps of men, 
women and children. 1735 SoMERVILLE Chase 111. 229 
‘Trembling he views His Footsteps in the sand, 1860 
TYNDALL GZac, 1. xvi. 111, I marched without hesitation or 
anxiety in the footsteps of my guide. — 

b. fig., as to follow or walkin a person’s foot- 
steps=to follow his example or guidance, 

1549 Compl. Scot. xvii. 148 3e ar obleist to follou the 
futsteppis of 30ur predecessours in vertu. 1668 DenHAm 
Prudence Poems 147 Clear-sighted Reason Wisdoms Judg- 
ment leads, And Sense, her Vassal, in her footsteps treads. 
1878 J. P. Hoprs Yesus x. 37 To call upon his sorrowing 
disciples to be prepared to follow in his footsteps. 
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+8. fig. A vestige or trace; a mark, token, or 
indication left by anything whether material or 


immaterial. Ods. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay v. 59 All these are traces, foot- 
steps, and images..of that high misterie. 1647 N. Bacon 
Disc. Govt, Eng. i. 2 As touching their cruelty, I find no 
footsteps in story. 1650 BuLWwErR Axthropomet. 141 In the 
part of the Tooth cut off, there appeared the footsteps of a 
Nerve. 1662 J. CHANDLER Van Helimont’s Oriat. 80 There 
is no foot-step, for the most part, of mooved Air to be 
perceived. 1670 Mitton Ast. Eng. 1. 3 Relations .. 
accounted fabulous have bin after found to contain in them 
many foot-steps and reliques of something true. 1699 
BentLey Pha. 211 There are plain and visible footsteps, 
that he has stole it, 1756 J. Warton Zss. Pope (1806) I. 2r 
‘Those who have examined the New Forest can discover no 
mark or footstep of any other place of habitation. .than what 
at present remains. 1785 PALey Jor. Philos. (1818) II. 86 
We find no footsteps of any distinction of days which 
{etc.]. 

+4. A foot-path, footway. Ods. 

1620 J. WiLkinson Court Leet 119 High-waies or foot-steps 
stopped up. . 

5. A step or raised structure on which to set the 


foot in order to ascend or descend. In Fort7f. = 


Soot-bank (see Foor sd. 35). 

1549 Latimer 6th Seri. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 166 It is the 
fotesteppes of the ladder of heauen. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud. Ep. w.x. 205 At the footestep of the Altar. 1706 
Puttuies (ed. Kersey), Foot-bank or Foot-step (in Fortif.). 
1806 Worpsw. (1st line of Sonnet), Methought I saw the foot- 
steps of a throne. 1815 JANE AusTEN Ewa I. 184 She 
crossed the low hedge, and tottering footstep which ended 
the narrow slippery path. E 

+b. A treadle for working a machine (ods.). 
ce. Printing (see quot. 1888). d. A bearing to 
sustain the foot of a vertical shaft or spindle. 

1678 Phil. Trans. X11. 1007 The Footsteps or Treddles 
differ in nothing from those which are usually made use of. 
1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 11. 72 [Printing] ‘The Foot Step 
is an Inch-Board about a Foot broad, and sixteen Inches 
long. 1855 Ocitvie Suppl., Fvotstep, In mech., the pillow 
in which the foot of an upright or vertical shaft works. 
1888 Jaco: Printer’s Voc., Footstep, the inclined footstool 
the pressman puts his foot on when pulling the bar over. 

Hence + Foo'tstepping v0/. sb.= FOOTSTEP 3. 

1622 Cooke Pofe Yoan in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) IV. 56 
You must bring better proof than this, that you find no 
foot-stepping of it in the answers made unto them. 

Footstool (fu'tstzl). 

1. A stool upon which to rest the foot or feet. 

1530 Parser. 222/2 Fote stole, zarchepied. c1611 CHar- 
MAN /iad xiv. 201 A footstool for the ease Of thy soft feet. 
1725 Pore Odyss. xvi. 271 With many a footstool thund’ring 


at thy head. 1849 James Woodman ii, There she sat with 
her feet on a footstool. 
b. jig. 


1535 CovERDALE Ps. cix, [cx.] 1 Syt thou on my right 
hande, vntill I make thine enemies thy fotestole. 1593 
Suaks. 3 Hen. VJ, v. vii. 14. 1668 H. More Div. Diad, 
IV. xxvi. (1713) 363 The Popes have as well made Foot-balls 
of the Crowns of Emperours as Foot-stools of their Necks. 
1860 Farrar Orig. Lang. iv. 86 A nobler destiny than to 
become the footstool of a few families. ’ 

ce. U.S. collog. The earth. (Cf. Isaiah Ixvi. z.) 

1891 Boston (Mass.) Fv. 12 Sept. 5/1, I found Mauchline 
to be the most God-forsaken place on the footstool. 

+2. A stool to step upon, in order to climb to a 
higher position. Also fig. b. (See quot. 1611.) 

1s99 Minsuev, A Foot-stoole to lift a woman to horse, 
vide Andilla. 1611 CorGr., Suppied a’orgues, the foot- 
stoole, or pedalls to a paire of Organs. 1642 Futter Holy 
& Prof. St. v. xv. 418 He..by making a foot-stool of his 
friends head, climbs up the higher into the Princes favour. 
1702 Rowe Zamerl. u. ii. 697, I would have taught thy 
neck to know my Weight And mounted from that Footstool 
to my Saddle. 

Hence Foo:tstooled ##/. a., provided with a foot- 
stool, 

1791 CowPER Odyss. 1. 163 Leading her toward a foot- 
stool’d throne. 1856 DoBeLL Eng. in Time War, Grass 

Jr. Battlefield, My shoe, soft footstooled on this hearth. 

Footway (fu'twe'). [f. Foor sd. + Way.] 

1. A way or path for foot-passengers only. 

1526 [See Foor-patu 1]. 1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VIII, c. 5 Any 
common high way, cartway, horseway, or foteway. 1712 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist, Soc.) III. 474 In the Foot Way 
from South Hinksey to Foxcomb. 1776 G. Semp_e Building 
in Water 17 Each of the Foot-ways is. .raised about a Foot 
above the Carriage-way. 1879 C. Grixie Christ li. 600 A 
footway ran from Gethsemane over the top of Olivet. 

2. Mining. (See quots.) 

1778 Pryce Min. Cornub., Footway. .in deep Mines they 
have old Shafts with ladders in them .. by means of which 
they descend into the Mines; whence this is stiled the Foot- 
way; and those Shafts, when applicable to no other use, 
Footway Shafts. 1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf. Victoria 611. 
1881 Raymonp JZining Gloss., Foot-way, the series of ladders 
and sollars by which men enter or leave a mine. 

Footy (fiti), @.1 dial. and collog. [var. of 
Foveuty.] Paltry, poor, mean, worthless; little 
and insignificant. 

1752 W. Dopp Beauties Shaks. 1. Pref. 7 Many a critic 
. has, .foisted in some footy emendation of his own. 1833 
Marryat P, Simple xxxiii, It would be a very pretty bit of 
practice to the ship’s company to take her out from under 
that footy battery. 1873 Miss Brappon S¢~. § Pilgr. ut. 
iy. 260 You could not possibly be married from that footy 
little house in the Boroughbridge-road. 1890 R. Kir.inc 
Phant.’ Rickshaw 85 They fires a footy little arrow at us. 

Footy (fui), @.2 [f. Foor s6.+¥1.] Having 
foots or dregs (see Foor sd. 22). 

1864 in WEBSTER. 


FOOZLE. 


Foozle (fi-z'l), sd. [Connected with next vb.; 
the exact relation of the two words is uncertain. ] 

1. One who is ‘behind the times’, a fogy. (See 
also quot. 1889.) 

1860 ‘THACKERAY Round. Papers, Chalk-mark 115 Have 
we not almost all learnt these expressions of old foozles? 
1889 Barrire & Letanp Slang, /oozle (American), a man 
who is easily humbugged, a fool. 

2. Golf. {from the vb.] A ‘foozling’ stroke. 

1890 Hurcuinson Golf (Badm. Libr.) 124 On the very rare 
occasions on which he made a foozle, x189r A. Lana in 
Longm. Mag. Apr. 688 A ‘carry’ of a quarter of a mile 
would be a mere ‘foozle’ to him. 

Foozle (fiz), v. [Cf. Ger. dial. /useln, 
variously meaning ‘to work hurriedly and badly’, 
‘to work slowly’ (Grimm).] 

1. intr. To waste one’s time, to fool. 

1857 [see Fooziinc fA/. a.]. 1893 in Stand. Dict. 

2. trans. To do clumsily, ‘make a mess of’; to 
bungle (a stroke, etc.). Golfand slang. Also adbsol. 

1892 Dazly News 14 Jan. 5/t You ‘will’ your opponent to 
foozle his tee shot. 1894 7ézd. 18 Oct. 5/1 Had he taken to 
golf, he .. might be living and foozling yet. 1894 Wield 9 
June 816/1, I have seen a man, a practised shot, foozle all 
his overhead rocketers with 30 in. barrels. 

Hence Foo-zling ///. a., in quot. foolish, ‘ fool- 
ing’. Also Foo-zler, one who foozles, a bungler. 

1857 Hucnues Tow Brown 1. iii. (1871) 264 Let’s .. have 
no more of his foozling bird’s nesting. 1896 Clarion 1 Feb. 
40/s A person who‘ mulls’ his stroke is said to be a ‘ foozler’. 

Fop (fpp), 5. Also 5-7 fopp(e. [Connected 
with next. For the development of sense cf. F. fat, 
orig. ‘fool’ (L. fatuus), now ‘fop, coxcomb’.] 

+1. A foolish person, a fool. Ods. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 170/1 Foppe, supra, idem quod folet. 
¢1450 Cov. Myst. 295 Spek man, spek! spek, thou fop! 
¢1590 GREENE /’y, Bacon vii. 110 To bring us such a fop for 
Henry’s son. @1716 Soutu Servmz. Prov. xxii.6 (1737) V.10A 
blessed improvement doubtless, and such as the fops our an- 
cestors (assome use to call them) were never acquainted with, 

+b. Applied to a girl. Obs. 

1714 C. Jounson Country Lasses 1. i, Cousin, thou art a 
very wild fop. f 

2. A conceited person, a pretender to wit, 
wisdom, or accomplishments; a coxcomb, ‘ prig’, 


Obs. 


1755 Younc Centaur vi. Wks. 1757 1V. 253 These moral 


fops, ridiculously good, 1805 Med. Frnt. XIV. 440 This 
serious charge, brought by the excellent physician of Per- 
gamos against The medical fops of his age. 

3. One who is foolishly attentive to and vain of 


his appearance, dress, or manners; a dandy, an ex- 


quisite. 
1672-6 [see 4]. 168r Otway Soldier's Fort. 1. i. Wks. 
1728 I. 353 Some taudry fluttering fop or another. 1710 


Patmer Proverbs 193 A multitude of fops who love to 
have their persons admir’d. 1826 DisraELi Viv. Grey v. vi, 
His tightened waist, his stiff stock [etc.]..denoted the mili- 
tary fop. 1876 Miss Brappon % Hagegard’s Dau, II. 71 
The days of Charles II, when poets were fops and courtiers. 

4. attrib. and Comb., chiefly attributive, as /op- 
call, -gravity, -maker, -neighbour,-picture ; + Fops’ 
alley, ‘a passage up the centre of the pit in the 
old Opera House where dandies congregated’ 
(Davies) ; +fop-corner, a resort of fops; + fop- 
road, the habits and practices of a fop. 

1782 Miss Burney Cecilia u. iv, Sir Robert Floyer . 
sauntering down *fop’s alley, stationed himself by her side. 
1820 Byron Let. to Murray 12 Nov., He..took his station 
in Fops’ Alley. 1676 Etuerepce Maz of Mode 1.1. Wks. 
(1888) 329 A fiddle in this town is a kind of *fop-call. 1673 
Dryven Marr. a la Mode Prol. 3 *Fop-corner now is free 
from civil war. 1672 — Assignation wv. iii, Now do I even 
long to abuse that *fop-gravity again. 1749 Fir-pinc 702 
Fones 1. xi, The captain owed nothing to any of these *fop- 
makers in his dress. 1795 Wotcort(P. Pindar) Pixdariana 
Wks, 1812 1V. 183 Our *fop-neighbours see things with strange 
eyes. 1698 Def. Dram. Poetry 82 In all the Stage *Fop- 
pictures, the Play-house bids so fair for mending that Fool 
too, that [etc.]. 1677 Mrs. Brun Town Hop v. 66 And so 
put you quite out of *Fopp Road. 

+ Fop, v. Obs. Also 7 phop. [Of uncertain 
origin; sense 2 agrees with Ger. foppex to hoax (see 
Fos v.). The precise relation between the vb. and 
sb. is uncertain ; the sb. appears earlier. ] 

+1. intr. To act like a fool; to play the fool. 

a1529 SKELTON Refplyc. 120 Whan ye .. in the pulpete 
hopped And folysshly there fopped. 

2. trans. =Fosyv.! a. To makea fool of, cheat, 
dupe. Also to cheat zxto, out of. b. To fop off: 
=‘to fob off’. 

1602 Herine tr. Olerndorff’s Anat. True Physit. 41 
When he expected his present payment, he phopped him 
thus. 1604 Suaks, O7h. tv. ii. 197, 1. . begin to finde my selfe 
fopt in it. 1605 Lond. Prodigal 1.i, Doth hee thinke to fop 
of his posteritie with Paradoxes. 1690 Crowne Lng. Friar 
v. Dram. Wks. 1874 IV. 107 V’ll comfort myself by fopping 
Ranter into marriage. 1694 — Regulus v. ibid. 211 We are 
all fopp’d here, fopp’d out of our lives. 


+Fopdoodle. 0ds. [f. For sb. + Dooptn.] 
A fop, fool, or simpleton. 

16..in Ashm. MS. xxxviii. 145 b, Bee blith Fopdoudells. 
1664 ButLer H7d. M1. iii. 998 Where sturdy Butchers broke 
your Noddle, And handl’d you like a Fop-doodle. 

+ Fo'pical, 2. Obs.—° [f. For sd.+ -1c + -Au.] 
Befitting a fop. Hence + Fo'picalness. 

1660 Fisner Rusticks Alarm Wks. (1679) 373 To see and 
feel the foppicalness thereof. 


Vou. IV, 
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Fopling (fpplin). Also 7-8 foplin, foppling. 
[dim. of For sd,: see -L1NG.] A petty fop. 

1684 J. Lacy Six H. Buffoon u. ii, A fop is the fruit of a 
foplin, as a Wit is the kernel of a witlin. 1726 AMHERST 
Terre Fil. x\vi. 247 Many of these transitory foplings .. 
came to the university. .in linsey-wolsey coats. 1807-8 W. 
Irvinc Salmag. (1824) 215 When the foplings of fashion 
bedazzle my sight. 1885 Miss Brappon Wyllara’s Weird 
II. 204 The race of languid foplings. 

attrib, 1714 Puiipsin Steele's Poet, Misc. 36 Some Love- 
sick Foplin Rhyme. 

+ Foppasty. Ods. rare. ? =FOpPPOTEr. 

1611 CHArpMAN May Day w. 70 True, and how the foppasty 
his Lieftenant, stept in to perswade with her. 


+ Fo'pper. Obs. [?f. For v. + -Er1; cf. Ger. 
Jopper, hoaxer, quizzer. } 

LOR SO, Ts 

1598 F'Lorio, Tenxtennone..a fopper, a fool. 

2. ? A hoaxer, a buffoon. 

1659 Torriano, /iafpatore, a flapper, a fopper. 1719 
D’Urrey Pills V. 349 Kept Foppers.. Pit-Plyers be still. 

So Fo'pperishness, foolishness; + Fo‘pperly 
a., silly, foolish. 

1599 Nasue Lenten Stuffe 41 Their fopperly god is not so 


good asared herring, 1683 Tryon Way to Health Pref., 
‘The fopperishness of those things I speak against. 

Foppery (fp'péri). _ [f. For sd. and v. + -ERY; 
cf. Ger, foppere?, Du. fopperz7, hoaxing. 

+1. Foolishness, imbecility, stupidity, folly. Ods. 

1592 GreENE D7sfut, 25 He..was fauoured by the foolish 
sect for his foppery. 168x R. Knox “7st. Ceylon Pref., The 
Foppery of their Priests Religious Opinions and Practices. 
r7it E. Warp Vile. Brit. u. 136 They're fix’d Enemies to 
Pop’ry, As well as to Fanatick Fop’ry. 

+b. A foolish action, practice, idea, statement, 
etc. ; a folly, an absurdity ; concr. something fool- 
ishly esteemed or venerated. Ods. 

1246 Bate Exg. Votaries 1. Pref. 7 With hys myters and 
mastryes, wyth his fannoms and fopperyes. 1563-87 Foxe 
A. & M. (1684) III. 375 He foresook his former studying of 
the School Doctors, and other such fopperies. 1611 SPEED 
Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. xxiii, (1632) 139 Holding it a foppery 
to write of those, of whose fauour or wrath the Inditers 
stood in hope or feare. 1718 Rowe tr. Lacan Notes 47 
Thank God, the Foppery of Pilgrimages is out of Fashion 
in England. 1758 Jortin Zraswz, I. 170/1 Colet was out of 
patience to see those silly fopperies [reliques]. : 

2. The behaviour or manner characteristic of a 
fop; silly affectation of elegance; coxcombry, 
dandyism ; an instance of this. 

1697 Potrer Axtig. Greece 1. xxvi. (1715) 181 Soldiers 
shall not observe the punctilios of Spruceness and Foppery. 
1752 Hume Ess. § Treat. (1777) 1.135 Modern politeness.. 
runs often into affectation and foppery. 1808 Syp. SMITH 
Wks. (1867) I. 106 The abominable military foppery of our 
own people, 1822 Lams Zé@/a Ser. u. Detached Th. on 
Bks., A Shakespeare, or a Milton (unless the first editions), 
it were mere foppery to trick out in gay apparel. 185 
Heirs Comp. Solit. vi. (1874) 101 Too intent upon the 
fopperies of religion. ; 

b. concr. in pl. or collect. sing. Foppish finery. 

17x Appison Sect. No. 45 P1 An act..for prohibiting 
the importation of French Fopperies. @1763 SHENSTONE 
Progr. Taste 1.116 And, as my satire bursts amain, See, 
feather’d foppery strew the plain. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge x, His riding-gear, though free from such fopperies 
as were then in vogue, was. .well-chosen, 


+ Fo‘ppet. Ods.—! [dim. of For sb.: see -xv.] 
A petty fop; in quot. applied to a woman. 


1605 King Letr in Six old Plays (1779) 402 These foppets 
.. know not whether to love a man or no, 


Foppish (fppif), a. [f. For sd. + -1sH.] 
+1. Resembling or befitting a ‘fop’ or fool; 
foolish, silly. Ods. 


1605 SHaks, Lear. iv, 184 Wisemen are growne foppish, 
And know not how their wits to weare, 1657 G. STARKEY 
Helmont’s Vind. Ep. to Rdr., I1..oppose your Diaeticall 
prescriptions as foppish. @1720 SHEFFIELD (Dk. Buckhm.) 
Wks. (1753) I. 25 Your tale.. Of patient hopes, and dull 
delay, Love’s foppish part. 

2. Resembling or befitting a fop or dandy. 

1699 Everyn Jem. (1857) 11. 366 He was a vain, foppish 
young man. 1734 Fietpine Juztrig. Chambermaid 1. iv, 
Dotingly fond of everything that is fine and foppish. 1752 
Hume £ss. § Treat. (1777) 1. 137 We must..condemn such 
instances .. as foppish and affected. 1836 Random Recoll. 
Ho, Lords xy. 366 There is nothing foppish in his dress. 1872 
Baxer Wile Tribut.xvii.307 Bowing ina most foppish manner. 

Comb. 1863 Miss Brappon Eleanor’s Vict. Il. xix. 279 
He was. .foppish-looking even in his travelling costume. 

Hence Fo’ppishly adv. ; Fo‘ppishness. 

1611 Corer., Sotise.,absurditie, follie, foppishnesse. 1651 
Biccs New Disp. P252 Whatever the schools foppishly 
prattle. 1742 RicHarpson Pamela IV. 338 That Foppish- 
ness of Dress and Appearance, which distinguishes the Petits- 
maitres, 1876 SauNDERS Lion in Path xvi, A young man 
foppishly dressed. 1886 J. K. Jerome ale Thoughts 153 
A little foppishness in a young man is good. 

+ Fo'pple, v. Obs. rare—. 

1756 J. Q. ADams Diary 15 Mar., Wks. 1850 II. 9 At one 
table sits Mr. Insipid, foppling and fluttering. 

+ Foppotee. Obs. rare—'. [arbitrarily f. For 
sb. Cf. Foppasty.] A simpleton. 

1663 Cowry Cutter Colman St.u1.v, Why does this little 
Foppotee laugh always? i: 

Fo-ppy, a. rare. [f. For sb.+-y1.] = Forpisx. 
Et he Masque Poets 188 And of all fops the foppiest was 

aturn. 

Fopship (fp'pfip). _[f. For sd. + -suir.] The 
personality of a fop or fool; in quots. a mock title. 

1680 Hickerincitt Meroz 13, I give your fop-ship to 








FOR. 


understand, 1708 Motteux Raéelazs v. xii. (1737) 50 We 
will zzocentise your Fopship with a Wannion. 

+ Fo'pster. Ods. [? alteration of FoppER: see 
-sTER.] App. a fool, simpleton. 

(Halliwell has ‘/opster, a cutpurse’ with reference to 
Dekker ; prob, a misreading of foyster, Forster.) 

1607 W. S. Puritant.iv, Why, do but try the fopster, and 
break it to him bluntly. 

For (fp1, fp1, fo1), prep. and conj. Also 2 fer, 
3, south. vor, Orm. forr. [OE. for prep.=OFris., 
OS. for, Goth. aur; probably an apocopated form 
of OTeut. *fora Fore adv. and fref., arising inde- 
pendently in the various langs. (cf. the origin of 
MHG., and mod. Ger. vor from OHG. fora); it 
may however represent a parallel formation on the 
same stem with some other suffix. Another forma- 
tion on this stem appears in OS. fur, furi, OHG. 
Jurt (MHG. vur, mod.Ger. fir) prep., for, ON. 
Tyrer (Da. for, Sw. for) adv. and prep., before, for. 

The use of for as a conj. has not been found 
earlier than the 12the. The older lang. supplied 
the place of the conj. by locutions in which for 
prep. governed a neuter demonstrative pronoun 
followed by a relative particle: for don de, for dy 
de, etc. (see For-THoN, For-rHy). The conjunc- 
tional use of for=for don de may be explained 
either as an extension of the functions of the prep. 
to govern a noun-sentence, or as an ellipsis. 

In OE. for and fore seem to have been used indiscrimi- 
nately as preps.; in ME. they were gradually differen- 
tiated.] 

A. prep. 
+ I. =Brrore in various uses. Ods. (see FORE.) 

1. Of place. a. In front of ; = BerorsE 2, 2 b. 

Beowulf 358 (Gr.) He for eaxlum gestod Deniga frean. 
a 1000 Cedmon’s Gen. 2108 (Gr.) For bes eagum, be pe zesca 
tir at gube forgzeaf! ax1300 Cursor M. 10497 (Cott.) Sco 
sagh bat angel for hirstand. 1601 Suaxs. Add’s Well w. iv. 
3 For whose throne ’tis needfull. .to kneele. 

b. In the presence or sight of; = BEFORE 3, 4. 

Beowulf 1649 (Gr.) Pa wees. .on flet boren Grendles heafod 
. .egeslic foreorlum. c1175 Lamb. Hom, 113 Moni mon.. 
is erm for worlde and uniseli for gode. 

ce. In asseveration; =Brrores5. (Cf. Gr. mpés.) 
Tn later use replaced by Fore. 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 25 For gode hit is wlateful ping for te 
penke pron. ¢ 1380 S7v Ferumb. 2564 My prayer ys now 
ido. For gode..so ys myn al-so. cx1q4z0 Chron. Vilod. 
838 3eysse for God, quod be kny3t, dede he was. 

d. Into the presence of. 

a1000 Czdmon’s Gen. 871 (Gr.) Ne dear nu ford gan for be 
andweardne. a@1300 Cursor MM. 23933(Géott.) Leuedi..lede 
me wid pe for pi sun. 

2. Of time; =BrrorE7, 8,9. For Jang: long 
ago. (Cf. ON. fyrer.) 

axooo Leg. Furseus in Rel, Ant. 1. 276 Ic wat pone man 
on Criste, be wes Ze-gripen nu for feowertyne searum. ¢ 1200 
OrmiN 3076 Itt wass forr mani3 da33 Ar cwidded purrh pro- 
phetess. /d7d. 6996 Forrlange. a12z25 Aucr. R. 22 Bute 3if 
hit beo holiniht vor be feste. a 1300 Cursor AT, 10716 (Cott.) 
Pe propheci Was said for lang of ysai. 

3. In preference to, above; = BEFORE II. 

cr1ooo Rood 93 (Gr.) He his modor .. for ealle menn 
zeweordode ofer eall wifa cynn. c1z0s Lay. 13919 Ah for 
alle ure goden deore.. Woden hehde ba hehste laze. ¢ 1300 
Beket 721 The statutz of Clarendone ech bischop holde 
scholde ; And nameliche theo for alle other. 14.. S7~ Benes 
160 (MS. M.) Sir, blessud be ye for alle men! 1486-1504 
Let. in Denton Lng, in 15th Cent. (1888) Note D. 318 It 
is mor meritory to support..yowre tenants rathere then a 
stronge man, the pore..for a gentylman ora gentylmans man. 

II. Of representation, substitution or exchange. 

4. Representing, as representative of. 

“The member for — shire’ now belongs rather to 13 c. 

axo00 Guthlac 171 (Gr.) Se for ealle spreec feonda mengu. 
a1225 Leg. Kath. 952 An, for ham alle, Onswerede ant 
seide. 1414 Rolls of Parlt, \V. 22/2 Youre humble and 
trewe lieges that ben come for the Co[mmun]e of youre 
lond. 1882 N. LicHeriecp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Jnd. 
v. 14b, Their Xeque..which was there for the king. 1842 
Macautay £ss. (1848) II. 187 The members for many coun- 
ties and large towns. 1843 Fraser's Mag. XXVIII. 334 
Walker returned thanks for his lady. 1891 Law Times 
XCII. 124/2 Lord Palmerston and the Earl of Mayo, both 
Irish Peers, sat for English constituencies. 

b. In elliptical expressions, once for all, + for 
all. Cf. Ger. en fiir allemal. 

1611 Suaxs. Cyd, 11. iii, 111 Learne now, for all, That I 
[etc.]. 1820 J. S. Know.es Virginzus u. ii, Now, once for 
all, farewell! 188x BiBLe (Revised) Heb7, vii. 27 For this 
he did once for all [x61 : once], when he offered up himself. 

5. In place of, instead of. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. ii. 22 He gehyrde pat archelaus 
rixode on iudea-peode for Sene herodem. a@1300 Cursor M. 
9972 (Cott.) Maria. .stondes vs for sceild and targe, Agains all 
ure wiberwyns. ¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) vi. 19 He died.. 
and his broper regned for him. 1553 T. Wirson Rhet. (1580) 
223 Some..willsaye.. Blacke Vellet, for blacke Veluet. 1611 
Biste Lwvke xi. 11 Will he fora fish giue himaserpent? 1697 
Drypven Virg. Georg. 1. 10 Bacchus and .. Ceres .. gave us 
Corn for Mast, for Water Wine. 1742 Younc NZ. Th. 1. 14 
‘Tis only change of pain .. Severer for severe. 1802 Mar, 
Epcewortu JZoral T. (1816) 1. 248 She could not..write.. 
the count had written all that was wanting for her. 1849 
Macautay Hist. Eng. 11. 208 For the old test. .was substi- 
tuted a new test. 1895 Lake in Law Times XCIX. 468/2 
They will employ somebody to do the business for them. 

6. Of payment, purchase, sale, etc. = J exchange 

Jor: see EXCHANGE 50, I g. 
52 


FOR. 


a. Introducing the thing bought or sold, etc. : 
As the price of, or the penalty on account of. 


Also after verbs, e.g. PAY, q.v. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. v. 38 Eaze for eage and tod for 
tod. cx175 Lamb, Hom. 9 Nouber gold ne seoluer ne 
moste gan for pe. c1z00 Ormin Ded. 143, I shall hafenn 
forr min swinnc God len. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1725) 
I. 174 Men gaf fiueten schillynges for a goos or a heen. 1542 
MS. Acc. St.-Fohn's Hosp., Canterb., To Nycholes for the 
byllet for the schyr and hys costis xv s. 1789 Durnrorp & 
East Reforts III. 467 The right of a seller to his goods, 
where he cannot receive payment for them. 1895 Bookman 
Oct. 17/2 The Duc d’Aumale’s great work..for which some 
of us would gladly give all the novels ever written. 

b. In requital of. 

c1000 Ags. Ps. xxxiv. [xxxv]. 14 (Spelman) Aguldon me 
yfelu for godum. 1583 Horisanp Campo di Fior 107 That 
she giue vs something for our paines. 1677 Prot Ox/ordsh. 
151 Being found to yield considerably better than most other 
wheat, viz. somtimes twenty for one. 1697 DrypEn Virg. 
Georg. 1. 221 Describe we next the Nature of the Bees, 
Bestow'd by Jove for secret Services. 1818 M. G. Lewis 
Frnl, W. Ind. (1834) 209 A full punishment for all his mis- 
deeds. 1885 Bowen in Law Ref. 14 Q. Bench Div. 869 
Counsel..who should take nothing for their services. 1895 
A. 1. Suanp Life Sir E. B. Hamiley I. ii. 2t He was very 
soundly thrashed for his pains. 

III. 7. In defence or support of; in favour of, 
on the side of. Opposed to agazust, Often pre- 
dicatively: see BE v. 23.c. 

ce1o00 /ELFric Z-rod. xiv. 14 And Drihten fiht for eow. 
c1175 Lamb. Hom. 7 Heo sculen.,bidden for heom, ¢ 1380 
Wyciir Sel. Wks. III. 363 How shulde men fizte for a 
persone bat pei witen not [etc.]? 1550 CrowLey “fier, 204 
Where euerye man is for him selfe, And no manne for all. 
1599 SHAKS. J72ch Ado u. i. 386 My Lord, I am for you, 
though it cost mee ten nights watchings. 1676 Hozspes 
Iliad Pref, (1686) 9 Homer indeed maketh some Gods for 
the Greeks and some for the Trojans, 1690 Lockr Govt. 1. 
vi, Blinded contenders for monarchy. 171r STEELE Sect. 
No. 118 P 3 Take my Word for it she is no Fool. 1743 
Buixetey & Cummins Voy. S. Seas Ded. 8 The Right 
Honourable Persons who will one Day determine for or 
against us. 1795 Hzst. in Ann. Reg. 82 Fortune declared 
at last for the convention. 1847-9 Heirs Friends in C. 
Ser. 1. (1851) I. 177 You argue for it in vain. 1885 CoTTon 
in Law Rep. 30 Ch. Div. 13, I do not think that the cases. . 
carry out the proposition for which he has cited them. 

b. In exclamations, indicating the person, etc. 
favoured. 

1664 Butter Hid. 1. ii. 604 Did ride .. Crying, hey, for 
our town through the burrough. 1835 Lyrron Azenzz ut. 
i, ‘ Hurrah for the knight of St. John ’ cried the mercenaries ; 
‘and hurrah for fair France and bold Germany !’ 

ce. In honour of. Also Zo name a child for 
(=after) a person (now only U.S.). 

1800 H. We tts Const. Neville I. 7 Louisa .. had been 
named for the mother of Mr. Hayman. 1820 J. S. KNow.es 
Virginius 1. i, Cheer for him, if you are Romans. 1826 W. 
P. Scarcitt Truth I. ii. 7 ‘What is the name to be? 
I think your mother’s was Matilda.’—‘ Yes, she was named 
for a great worthy, lady Matilda.’ 1863 HawrHorne Our 
Old Homie (1864) 20 He had named his two children, one for 
Her Majesty and the other for Prince Albert. 

d. quasi-sb. Hors and againsts : ‘pros and cons’. 

¢e1815 JANE Austen Perszas. II. 185, I was privy to all 
the fors and againsts, I was the friend to whom he confided 
his hopes. 1892 Temple Bar Mag. Nov. 424 The fors and 
againsts..so inextricably mixed. 

IV. Of purpose or destination. 

8. With a view to; with the object or purpose 
of: as preparatory to. or company: see Com- 
PANY Ib. 


Beowulf 458 (Gr.) pu... for arstafum usic sohtest. c 1000 
Ags. Gosf. John xi. 4 Nys beos untrumnys na for deade ac for 
godes wuldre. 1340 Hampore P». Consc. 2889 For warnyng 
of frendes pat lyefes. c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymton xxiv. 
505, I byleve that god hathe sentetheym to vs for oursavynge, 
1523 Lp. Berners /yoiss. I, cxxx. 159 The Englyshmen 
neuer departed fro their batayls for chasynge of any man. 
@1654 SELDEN Tadle-T. (Arb.) 82 The individual person set 
apart for the service of such a Church. 1719 DE For Crusoe 
1. vi, I left the iron crow in the wreck for next day. 1838 TH1RL- 
WALL Greece III. xix. 95 [He] set sail..for the relief of Epi- 
damnus. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 615 A considerable 
number of prisoners were immediately selected for execution, 
1887 L. CarroLt Game of Logic ii. § 6. 50, I have been out 
forawalk. 1891 Law Times XC, 283/1 An order was made 
. -for the payment of the balance to the plaintiff. 

b. For the purpose of being or becoming. 

c1489 Caxton Sovnes of Aymon ix, 210 Berynge in theyr 
handes flowres and roses fora token. 1697 DrypeEn Virg. 
Georg. 1. 253 Whom to reserve for Husband of the Herd. 
1741 tr. Hortunate Country Maid 1. 13 He shall hear 
Reason; or, Waunds, I'll go fora Soldier, 1852 Dickens 
Bleak Ho. vii, [Ete] went for a soldier, and never came back, 
1885 G. ALLEN Badylox xiv, I’m going to leave my place.. 
and go for a pupil-teacher. 

ce. Conducive to. 

a1553 Upatt Royster D, 1. i. (Arb.) 12 To keepe the 
Queenes peace is more for his behoofe. 1664 T1LLoTson 
Wisd. being Relig. 31 It is for the general good of humane 
society. c1710 C. Frennes Diary (1888) 128 The Bishop does 
not care to stay long in this place not being for his health. 
179t BosweLt Yohknson Adyvt., Such remarks as were 
greatly for the advantage of the work. 1843 Praser’s Mag. 
XXVIII. 565 Itis all for her good. 

d. For sale: to besold. For rent (U.S.) = To let. 

1884 Boston (Mass.) ¥rn/. 6 Sept. Advt., Baltimore Ware- 
house for Rent. 1889 Century Mag. Aug. 590/2 The last 
time I saw it, it was for rent. 

9. In order to obtain. Also after verbs like ask, 
search, etc., or verbs implying motion, eg. Zo go, 
send, etc. for: see the verbs, 
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So, with mixture of 21 or 6, in(Z world not) for anything, 


Jor a great deal, for all the world, etc. 


c1230 Hali Meid. 9 pat sid pat tu eauer dides te into 
swuch beowdom for worldliche wunne. _¢ 1300 Havelok 788 
Hauelok was war bat Grim swank sore For his mete, and he 
lay at hom. c1480 Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) 11 Naye, 
Lorde, that will we not indeede For nothinge treasspass unto 
thee, 161x Bra_e Prov. xxviii. 21 Fora piece of bread that 
man will transgresse. 1657 W. Ranp tr. Gassendi’s Life 
Peiresc 1. 25 He would not for any thing but be present at 
the Solemnity to behold the same. 1697 DrypEen Virg. 
Georg. 1. 620 Weary Proteus .. Retir’d for Shelter to his 
wonted Caves. 1728 YounG Love Fame 1. 50 What will not 
men attempt forsacred praise? 1806-7 J, BERESForD Jisertes 
Hum, Life (1826) v. xix, After having fee’d very high for 
places at Mrs. Siddons’s benefit. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
II. 84 To bring a suit for this sum in the Court of King’s 
Bench. 1864 Horme Ler /xz Silver Age (1866) 403, I would 
not for the world hurt his feelings. 1883 M/anch. Exam. 27 
Nov. 5/5 The drawers. .struck work for an advance of wages. 
1891 Newcastle Even. Chron. 29 Jan. 3/1 For two pins Pll 
throw the lamp at you. ¢ : 
b. Of an amount staked or an object risked, e.g. 
to play for (a certain stake): see Puay v, Also 
in a wager, in asseverations, and in @ narrow 


escape for one’s life, to try a man for his life. 

3228 ¥uliana 16 For mi lif quod hire feder be schal ladin 
his luue for bu schalt beon ibeaten [etc.]. @1553 UpaLL 
Royster D.1.i.(Arb.) 12, I haue yond espied hym sadly 
comming, And in loue for twentie pounde, by hys glom- 
myng. 1896 SHaks. Tam. Shr. ui. 1. 49 Now for my life 
the knaue doth court my loue. 1602 — Ham. 11. iv. 24 
Dead fora Ducate, dead, 1836 SourHey in Q. Rev, LVII. 
to Major Beltran .. had a narrow escape for his life. 1849 
Macautay //zst. Eng. 11, 223 Rosewell..had been tried for 
his life by Jeffreys. , 

ce, For (one’s) life: in order to save one’s life ; 
also in hyperbolical use, as if one’s life depended 
on it, with one’s utmost efforts. Also in phrases like 
I cannot do it for the life of me, for my heart, soul, 
etc., where the sense is sometimes ‘if it were to 
save my life’, etc, and sometimes ‘if I were to 
give my life’, etc. 

a1280 Owl & Night. 1078 He ne mihte for his live Iseo bat 
man wip hire speke. 1576 FLreminc Panofl, Epist. 52 He 
had never had the audacitie and boldnesse for his hart, to 
set one foote forward into Syria. 1596 SHaks. Taw. Shr. 
1, ii. 38, 1..could not get him for my heart to doit. 1603 
— Meas. for M.1v. iii. 160, I dare not for my head fill 
my belly. x171x Appison SZect. No. 85 P 1, I cannot for 
my Heart leave a Room, before I have studied [etc.]. 
1786 Mackenzie Lounger No. 56. 197 A great many 
other things..which I can’t do for the heart of me. «@ 1806 
H. K. Waite in Life § Rem. (1825) 176 You can’t for the 
soul of you, learn how to frown. 1813 Byron Giaour 250 
Away, away, for lifehe rides, 1831 L. E. Lanpon Romance 
& Reality (1848) 354 We must row for our lives. 1843 
Blackw. Mag. LIV. 742, I could not resist a smile for the 
life of me. 1848 Dickens Domébey xix, Walter, for his life, 
would have hardly called her by hername. 1849 Macautay 
Hist, Eng. 1. 131 Charles fled for his life. 1887 T7ses 15 
Apr. 9/6 Back ! for your lives ! 

d. Zo run, etc. for zt: see Iv. 

10. Indicating the object to which the activity of 
the faculties or feelings is directed; frequent after 
vbs., as care, long, search, etc., sbs.,as an eye, genius, 
talent, taste, destre, love, etc., or adjs., as eager, 
watchful, etc. (see those words); also in exclama- 
tions expressing expectancy or desire, Vow for, 
Oh for. : 

1592 Suaks. Rom. & Ful. u. ii. 159 O for a Falkners voice, 
To lure this Tassell gentle back againe. 1602 Marston 
Antonio's Rev. v. i. Wks. 1856 I. 133 O for a fat leg of ewe 
mutton! 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. Iv. 300 Such a Zeal 
they have for flow’ry Sweets. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 30. 
Pr 5 Now for Colonel Constant’s Epistle. 1834 Mrpwin 
Angler in Wales I. 37 Now fora cigar and Charters. 1842 
Macautay Lays, Virginia 102 Oh for the tents which in old 
time whitened the Sacred Hill ! 

ll. Before an zz, usually for to, (Sc. z2//), indi- 
cating the object of an action; =‘in order (to)’. 
Now arch. or vulgar, Cf. Fr. pour, Ger. um 21. 

For for to in other connexions see Forto pref, and con. 

a@1175 Cott. Hom, 221 Forte don him understonden. a 1200 
Moral Ode 180 Ne brekep ne ure drihte hellegate for lesen 
hi of bende. c¢1200 Orin 1006 All pe33re lac wass swillc & 
swillc, Forr oberr bing to tacnenn. c1205 Lay, 133c7 Ich 
zem icumen pe bus neh for muchelere neode for suggen be 
tidende, 1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 25 He bi gan to schake ys 
axe, for tosmyte anon, c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 53 For 
to clense be wounde use be medicyn of mel roset. ¢1485 
Digby Myst. 1v. 528 What can pou saye, Thy-self for till 
excuse? 1535 CovERDALE Pyov. xxviii. 20 He..maketh to 
moch haist for to be riche. 1878-1600 Scot. Poems 16th C, 
II. 162 For till obscure thy light. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 
1. 86/z A Billet is a piece of Cleft Wood for to Burn. pit 
G. Wasuincton ¥rud. 8 Apr., Writ. 1889 I. 6 You must ride 
round y® back of y* Mountain for to get below them. 1774 
A. Avams in ¥ Q. Adams’ Fam. Lett, (1876) 41 Having 
only put off its present glory for to rise finally to a more 
happy state. 

b. Hence for ¢o often occurs merely for ¢o before 
an inf. Ods. in educated use. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 54 Pe-eppel pzt ich loke on is forbode me 
to etene, & nout forto biholden. ¢1305 S¢. Swithin 14 in 
E, E. P. (1862) 43 Seint swythin .. swipe 3ung bigan Forto 
seruie ihesu crist. ¢1340 Cursor M, 717 (Fairf.) Satanas. . 
po3t pat ioy for-til stynt. 1397 Rolls of Parlt, III. 379/2 
It was my menyng and my wenyng for to haue do the ect 
for his persone and for his estate. 1523 Lp. Berners F7roiss. 
I. cxxvi. 152 The kyng of Englande..wyst nat where for to 
passe the ryuer of Some, the which was large and depe, 
1659 D. Pett /mpr. Sea 328 note, Blustring winds. .make 
the Seas for to rage androar. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland 
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FOR. 


84 Birds, Beasts, Fishes, which it was unlawfull for to bring 
in at the foredoor. 


12. Indicating destination. Cf. Fr. poz. 

a. In order to arrive at; with the purpose 
of going to (a place). Formerly sometimes after 
go, journey, travel, etc. Now chiefly after verbs 
denoting the commencement of a journey, as fo 
depart, start, sail, leave, or the act of directing 
movement, as Zo steer, make; also after the pple. 


bound. Also predicatively: see BE 23 b. 

¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 36 She asked whi they 
were departed for the kynges courte. 1595 Suaxs. Yohnx 
ut. iii. 7t For England Cosen, goe. 1595 Drake W2/Z in 
Wills Doctor's Com. (Camden) 77 Her Majesties fleete nowe 
in service for the west Indyes. 1646 Markuam Lez. in 12th 
Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 2 [I am] most certainly 
informed that hee is at Newcastle and intends for France. 
1660-1 Marvett Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 43 Mr. Mabbot is, 
shortly to goe for Ireland. 1704 App1son J¢aly Wks. 1804 
V. 149 We sailed from hence directly for Genoa, 1706-7 
Farquuar Beaux Strat. u. i. Wks. (1742) 17 Are you for 
church this morning? 1719 DE For Caft. Singleton xviii, 
We steered directly for the gulf. 1724 — Mem. Cavalier 
(1840) 285 We resolved for Newark. 1763 WrsLry Fra, 
20 Aug, (1827) III. 138 We concluded to try for Larn, though 
we knew not the way. 1791 ‘G. GamBapo’ Ayn. Horsem. 
ix. (1809) 106 The curb broke, and he [a horse] ran straight 
on for the cliffs, 1820 Krats St Agnes i, His frosted 
breath..seem’d taking flight for heaven without a death. 
1838 ‘THir-wALt Greece II. 296 The Persian army was in 
full march for Athens, 1865 Kincstry /Yerew. (1884) 251 
They rowed away for Crowland. 1879 CuurcH Spenser i. 9 
Spenser was sixteen or seventeen when he left school for the 
University. 1883 Law Times Rep. XLIX, 332/2 The Clan 
Sinclair..headed for the Margaret. 1885 J/anch. Exam, 
12 Mar. 4/6 Lord Reay left London yesterday for India. 


b. zransf. of time. 

1885 Truth 2 July 3/1 It was getting on for two before 

supper was served, : 

ec. Introducing the intended recipient, or the 
thing to which something is intended to belong, 
or in connexion with which it is to be used. 

1411 Rolls of Parit, 111. 650/1 Certein Commune of Pas- 
ture .. whiche the said Lord .. claymes for hymself and his 
tenantz. 1551 TurNER Herbal 1. F vb, Byrche..is good to 
make .. twygges for baskettes. 1585 T. WASHINGTON tr. 
Nicholay’s Voy. 1. xxi. 27 Were set up 2 faire pavillions, 
the one for him..the other for the Ambassador. 1591 SHAKS, 
Two Gent. u. i, 131 Val. Madam, they are for you. 1636 
Massincer Bashf. Lover v. i, Your bottles too, that I carry 
For your own tooth? 1660 Act 12 Chas. I] c. 4 Sched. s.v. 
Boxes, French boxes for Marmelade or Gelly. 1759 JOHN- 
son /dler No, 42 ® 2 The Idler holds the shield for virtue, 
as well as the glass for folly. 1835-6 Topp Cyc/. Anat. I. 
518/z For this group of animals M. D’Haan has proposed 
the name of Asiphonoidia, 1839 Caru. Sinciair Holiday 
House xii. 281 He bought gowns for all the maids. 1855 
Macautay Hist. Eng. U1. 20 He had..secured for himself 
a place in history. 1861 M. Partison Ess, (1889) I. 45 A 
fireproof chamber for the muniments. /d7d. A stone-vaulted 
kitchen, where dinner could be dressed for an army of guests, 

13. Of appointment, appropriation, or fitness. 
a. Following a vb., adj., or noun of quality, de- 


noting appointment, appropriation, fitness, etc. 

¢ 1400 Maunpev. (1839) Prol. 2 Dethe withouten ende, the 
whiche was ordeyned for us. Jd7d. v. 56 A manere of Wode 
..the whiche is goode for manye dyverse Medicynes. c1450 
Cov. Myst. 318 We xal asay Yf the cros for the be mete. 
1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. IV, Introd. 9 Henry duke of Lan- 
castre..a prince apt fora kyndom. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bz. Com. 
Prayer, Communion Rubric, The vesture appoyncted for 
that ministracion. 1582 N. LicHEFieLp tr. Castanheda’s 
Cong. E. Ind. ii. 5 To put himselfe in a readinesse for that 
voiage. 1674 N. Cox Gent. Recreat. i. (1677) 62 Fitter 
for a large Inne than a Lady’s Chamber. 1722 DE For 
Plague (1754) 9 Loaded with Baggage and fitted out 
for travelling. 1764 Foorr Patron u. Wks. 1799 I. 349 
Robinson Crusoe is advertis’d for this evening. 1789 BLAKE 
Songs Innoc., Echoing Green iii, Many sisters and brothers, 
Like birds in their nest, Are ready for rest. 1815 JANE 
AustEN Emma (1849) 31 Very fit for a wife, but not at all 
for a governess. 1838 TuirtwaLt Greece III. xxii. 247 
Quite sufficient for his purpose. 1840 /é7d. VII. 283 Se- 
leucus, reflecting on Pithon’s fate, augured that which was 
designed for himself. 1840 P. Parley’s Ann. 54 What is a 
clock good for? 

b. After adjs. or advs. qualified by 700, enough, 
etc., the prep. is often equivalent to the infinitive 
combinations, ‘to admit of’, ‘to require, call for’, 
or the like. 

1803-6 WorpswortH Ode, Int. Immortality, Thoughts 
that do often lie too deep for tears. 1832 Westm. Rev. XVII. 
82 The passages. .are too frequent for quotation, J/od. The 
subject is quite important enough for separate treatment. 

e. Following a sb., or predicatively: = Ap- 
pointed or adapted for, proper or suitable for. 
(There ts) nothing for tt but; (there is) no way 
of meeting the case, no course open, but. 

c 1350 Will. Palerne 294 Clothed in comly cloping for any 
kinges sone. 1486 Bk. St. Albans Diij b, That hauke is 
fora Baron. 1583 Hoiipanp Campo di Fior55, I will rather 
have him. He is forme. 1663 Pepys Diary 27 Apr., He is 
not for my family, he is grown so out of order and not to be 
ruled. 1669 Sturmy AZariner’s Mag. v. 64 Sea-Carriages are 
made less, as the Block-maker that makes them kath Rules 
for. 1711 Appison SZect. No. 297 P 6 By no means a match 
for his enemies. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa (1811) III. 198, 
T have nothing for it.. but matrimony. 1818 M. G, Lewis 
Frnl. W. Ind. (1834) 250 The sheets, a term for various 
ropes, 1840 P. Parley’s Ann. 55 Do you know it is time 
for school? 1845 M. Pattison ss, (1889) I. 4 The momen- 
tous questions which have interest only for noble minds. 
1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 223 Lauderdale .. still con- 
tinued to be minister for Scotch affairs. 1850 CARLYLE 


FOR. 


Latter-d. Pamph. i. 37, I fear she is not long for this world ! 
1874 Dasenr Half a Life I. 196 There was nothing for it 
but to grin and bear it. 1885 MManch. Exant. 22 Sept. 5/3 
The old law making hanging the inevitable penalty for 
murder. 1886 /ézd¢. 3 Nov. 3/1 The Quarterly for October. 
d. (Zé zs) for \a person) to do something: be- 
coming or permissible to, the duty or concern of. 

1611 BisLe Prov. xxxi. 4 It is not for kings to drinke wine. 
1819 Coppett ZLxg. Gras. xvii. § 193 It is for the guilty 
to live in fear. 1885 Bowen in Law Rep. 14 Q. B. Div. 872 
It will be for the Rule Committee to alter the rule if [etc.]. 

14. Of result or effect; used after words like 
cause, ground, motive, reason, etc. (See the sbs.) 

15. Designating an amount to be received or paid; 
cf. 6, Also in Cricket scoring: With the result of 
(so many runs), at the cost of (so many wickets). 

1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23/2 Bollakey Doss drew a 
draught on Benares..fora lack ofrupees. 1857 Hucues Zowz 
Brown wu. viii, The Lord’s men were out by half-past 
twelve o'clock for ninety-eight runs. 1885 Z’Aool Daily Post 
1 June 5/4 The University men were all out for 44, 1886 
Stevenson Dr, Fekyl/i. (ed. 2) 8 The signature was good for 
more thanthat. 1887 A. BrrreLy Odzter Dicta Ser. u. 159 
[He] sent theauthor a bank-bill for £100. Mod. Put my name 
down fortwo guineas. (Comz.) We have this day drawn on 
youfor £100, (Cricket) The score stood at 150 for 6 wickets. 

V. Of advantage or disadvantage. 

16. With the purpose or result of benefiting or 
gratifying ; as a service to. 

@1000 Cynew. Crist (Gollancz) 1423 Ic bat for worulde zebo- 
lade. c¢1205 Lay. 62 Past he beos sodfeste word segge. . for his 
fader saule. a 1225 Ancr. 2.22 Pe uormest viue [Psalmes] uor 
ou sulf & for alle pet ou god dod. 1340 Ayend. x Pin holy 
blod pet pou sseddest ane be rod uor me and uor mankende. 
1605 Suaxs. JZacé. 11. i. 65 If’t beso For Banquo’s Issue 
haue I fil’d my Minde. c1630 Mitton Passion 12 Dangers 
.. Which he for us did freely undergo. 163x GoucE Goa’s 
Arrows v. Ded. 406 Leave me not to shift for my selfe. 
1674 tr. Scheffer’'s Lapland 118 If he sees convenient he 
may set up for himself. 1816 Byron Pavisina iii, They 
only for each other breathe. 

b. zrontcally. 

1740 Xmas Entertainm. il. (1883-4) 12, I will swinge his 
Jacket for him. 1855 Smepitey A. Coverdale lili, It would 
eve been a mercy if I hadn’t broken some of his bones for 

im. 

17. As affecting the interests or condition of (a 


person or thing), whether for good or evil. Chiefly 


after adjs., sbs. of quality, or advbs. 

In early Eng. the dative was used in this sense without 
prep. Cf. Gr. and Lat, uses, 

1537 Brsre (Matthew) Ps. cxviii. [cxix]. 71 It is good for 
me that I haue bene in trouble. 1632 J. Lez Short Surv. 
7 Grain, butter, cheese, and such other commodities usefull 
for the life of man. 1883 Daily News 22 Sept. 4/6 This 
..bodes ill for the peace of Europe. 1891 Sir A. WILLs in 
Law Times XC. 233/2 Things had .. begun to look badly 
for all concerned. 

18. Governing a sb. or pers. pron. followed by 
an infinitive, forming a construction equivalent to 
‘that he, etc. may, might, should’, etc. 

Originally, the prep. had the sense 13 or 16, the inf. being 
either the subject of the sentence or expressive of purpose 3 
but the use was early extended to include cases to which 
this analysis is inapplicable. In the 15-x6th c. the L. use of 
the accus. and inf. was often imitated in Eng.: e.g. ‘ Be- 
hold how good .. it is, brethren to dwell together in unity’ 
(Ps. cxxxiii. 1, Prayer-bk. version). 

1508 Fisuer 7 Perit. Ps. xxxii. Wks. (1876) 41 It is better 
for a synner to suffre trybulacyon. .in this lyfe..than to be 
eternally tourmented in hell. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. V, 
(an. 7) 65b, A tent of purple velvet for the counsailers to 
metein, 1582 N. Licuertetp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. 
vi. 16 It was verye needefull and necessarye for him to take 
a Pilot. 162t Bratuwair Vat. Embass. Ded. (1641) A ij, It 
is high time for the Satyrist to pen somthing which may 
[ete.]. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1v. 219, I must forsake 
This Task; for others afterwards to take. 1777 WATSON 
Philip IT (2839) 85 The [island] lay at so great a distance 
from Europe, as had made it almost impossible for the 
Christians to send assistance to the besieged. 1818 M. G. 
Lewis Fr. W. Ind. (1834) 220 For a man who had such 
good blood to part with it so wantonly was ashame. 1843 
Fraser's Mag. XXVIII. 713 What a condition for me to 
come to! 1883 Law Times 20 Oct. 408/1 The new rules .. 
render it more difficult for a defence to be kept up. 1896 M. 
Fietp AZtila 1. 19 When a girl becomes A woman, it is 
usual for her mother To speak to her of life. 

b. in exclamatory use. 

1787 Foote Author u. Wks. 1799 I. 156 For this low, 
lousy son of a shoemaker, to talk of families, 

VI. Of attributed or assumed character; =as. 

19. In the character of, in the light of, as equi- 
valent to; esf. to introduce the complement after 
verbs of incomplete predication, e.g. 40 have, hold, 
etc. (see those verbs), where as or as bezng may 
generally be substituted. Zo beg (a person) for a 
fool: see BrG v. 5a. 

Beowulf 1175 (Gr.) Pet bu for sunu wolde hererinc habban. 
¢ 1000 /Eirric Devt, xxxi. 20 And tellap min wedd for naht, 
¢1z00 OrmIN 387 Patt mann hemm hallt forr gode menn. 
1z97 R. Grouc. (1724) 142 Pis word was for dom yholde, 
1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B xv. 578 Zit knewe pei cryst.. Fora 
‘parfit prophete. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 110 Per ben but 
.vj. boonys whanne pat bou rekenest os coronale for oon boon. 
@ 1533 Lp. Berners (von Ixxxiv. 265 Know for trouth that 
..god loueth fayth. a1553 Upatt Royster D. ut. iii. (Arb.) 
44 He vaunieth him selfe for a man of prowesse greate. 
1568 Grarron Chyron., Hen. V, (an. 2) II. 446 The Englishe 
Ambassadours receyving this for aunswere, tooke their leave. 
1644 Evetyn AZem. (1857) I. 78 Celebrated in France for 
the best in the kingdom. 17rx Appison Sect. No. 169 
P xx Ill-nature among ordinary Observers passes for Wit. 
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1719 Dr For Crisoz 11. xi, You will be hanged for a pirate. 
1725 Warts Logic u. iii. § 1 We mistake his Blunders for 
Beauties. 1760 Foote Minor 1. Wks. 1799 I. 239, I wou’d 
engage to elude your penetration, when I am beau'd out for 
the baron. 1813 Byron Giaour 37 A grotto..That holds 
the pirate fora guest. 1818 M. G. Lewis 9rnd. W. Ind. 
(1834) 40. That distance went for nothing. 1843 Fraser's 
Mag. XXVIII. 702, I know for a fact that a courier was 
waiting. 1845 M, Parrison Zss, (1889) I. 5 Mere chrono- 
logy .. is often mistaken for history. 1883 STEVENSON 
Szlverado Sg. (1886) 34 The pines look down upon the rest 
for underwood. 

b. So with an adjective, as in fo take for 
granted, to leave for dead, etc. For certain, sure, 
F wzss, see those adjs. 

Also, with mixture of sense 8, as in the formula of the 

Marriage Service (quot. 1549) where the sense is ‘ whether 
she prove better or worse’, etc. 
_ ©1460 Forrescur Ads. § Lim. Mon. xi. (1885) 136, I holde 
it for vndouted, bat [etc.]. 1549 Bk. Com. Prayer Matri- 
mony, I... take thee .. to my wedded wife .. for better for 
worse, 1651 Baxter /xf. Baft. 49 In the mean time I take 
it for granted. 1681 Corton Wond. Peak 69 At the bottom 
he was left for dead. 1700 Drypen Pal. § Arc. m. 704 He 
quivered with his feet, and lay for dead. 1732 BerKELEY 
Alciphr. v1. § 30 Admitted for morally certain. 1802 Mar. 
Epcewortu Moral T. (1816) I. 208 L’s friends .. gave the 
man up for lost. 1854 Patmore Azgel i Ho. 1. ix, 1.. 
blamed the print for old. 

ce. What ts he, etc. for (a man, etc.): what is 
(he) considered as (a man), i.e. what sort of a (man, 
etc.) ishe? (Cf. Ger. Was fiir etn?) Obs. or dial, 

1880 SpenseR Shep. Cal. iv. 17 What is he for a Ladde 
you so lament? 1623 BincHAmM Xenophon 136 When the 
Lacedemonians enquired, what Xenophon was for a man, 
he answered, that [etc.]. 1657 W. Rano tr. Gassendi’s 
Life Petresc 1. 265 Consider..how many, and what for 
Epistles he sent to this very City. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 
63. 3/2 What are you for a Lover. @1757 CipBER Comical 
Lovers 1, What is she for a Woman? 1827 Scorr Surg. 
Dau, x, ‘What is that for a Zenobia?’ said Hartley. 

d. (JZ, etc.) for one : as one, as a unit in an aggre- 
gate. Lor one thing used parenthetically when one 
out of several reasons, instances, etc., is mentioned. 

1719 Dp For Crusoe u. ix, Will you go..? I will go for 
one. 18.. Kesre Left. Spirit. Counsel (1870) 176, I could 
say, for one thing, make your account beforehand with this 
trouble coming upon you. 1880 Scribner's Mag. XX. 356/1, 
I for one shall never do so. 

e. For the first, second, etc. tame: as a first, 
second, etc.,instance. Cf. Fr. pour la premiere fors. 

1730 A. Gorpon Maffei’s Amphith. 08 TheRomans were 
for the first time forbid such Games. 1788 Gispon Decl. §& 
Ixvi. VI. 431 x0¢e, He [Aldus] printed above sixty considerable 
works of Greek literature, almost all for the first time. 1818 
M. G. Lewis ¥rnd. W. Ind. (1834) 177 There was a shower 
of rain for the first time since my arrival. 1863 TRarrorD 
World in Ch. 11. 253 Is he a man likely to fall in love for 
a second time? 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) I. 399 That they 
may converse with Socrates for the last time, 

£. For good (and all): see Goon, 

WII. Of the cause or reason. 

20. By reason of, under the influence of (a feel- 
ing or subjective condition). 

Beowulf 338 (Gr.) Wen ic, bet ze for wlenco, nalles for 
wrecsidum ac for hize-brymmum Hrodgar sohton. az123 
O. E,. Chron. an. 1101 For heoran agenan mycelan un- 
zetrywban.. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 17 He..3ef us seoddan 
ane muchele 3ef for his muchele eadmodnesse, 1297 R. 
Gove. (1724) 58 He by gan hym by penche, And hys 
wrabbe toward be kyng, for drede of be erl, quenche. c1380 
Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 152 How may bei seie 
for shame bat pei folowen Crist truly? ¢1440 Yacod’s Well 
72 Boldere to synne for trust of be mercy of god. 1580 SIpNEY 
Arcadia u. xvi. 172 Like the poore childe, whose father, 
while he beates him, will make him beleeue it is for loue, 
1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 305 Our men raised a 
shout for joy. 1802 Noble Wanderers II. 32 Arsaces, 
panting for rage, had already grasped his poniard. 1827 
Soutney Hist. Penins. War II. 776 They had, for pure 
wantonness, set fire to some of the houses. 

b. For fear of, that, etc.: see FEAR sd. 3 b. 

1847 Marryat Childr. N. Forest v, Yake your guns too, 
for fear of accident. 

21. Because of, on account of : 

@. a person or persons. 

czooo AULFRic Ger. xx. 3 Pu scealt sweltan nu Abimeleh 
for bam wife be bu name. cxz20g Lay. 14458 Pin hired pe 
hated for me & ich em iuzid for be. 13.. A. Adis. 2318 
Al Pierce for him sorwith, y-wis. 1382 Wycwir Ps. xxvi. 11 
Dresse me in a ri3t path for myn enemys. 1549 Chron. Gr. 
Friars(Camden)62'Vhecause was for themthat rose in Essex. 
1608 SHaxs. Lear 1. iv. 55 Thou shalt have as many 
dolours for thy daughters, 1819 Cosserr Lng. Grant. 
xvii. § 196 When I see many 7¢s in a page, I always tremble 
for the writer. 

b. athing. Also in for cause (see CAUSE 5d. 6) 
and after such sbs. as charge, reputation, etc., and 
adjs. as sorry (see those words). Some adjs. for- 


merly construed with this prep. now take others ; 
e. g. glad of. 

¢x000 /Exrric £xod, xviii. 9 Pa wes Iethro blibe for eallum 
pam godum pe Drihten dyde Israhela folce. Hane Lamb, 
Hom. 17 Pine frond pu luuest for bam goddede pe he pe ded. 
1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 113 Ac for 30ure coming ich am glad. 
¢1380 Wycur Seri. Sel. Wks. I. 25 Pei shulden not be 
aferd for perillis, 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Diij, The 
one is prowde for his scyence. 1631 GouGE God’s Arrows 
Iv. xii. 390 Faith herein will make us thankfull for all 
manner of prosperity. 1704 Appison /éaly Wks. 1804 V. 
149 The gulf..is..remarkable for tempests. 1802 Mar. 
Epcewortu Moral 7. (1816) I. 225 A mother respected... 
for her feminine virtues. 1849 Macautay //ist. Eng’.1. 308 
Notorious both for coyetousness and for parsimony. 








FOR. 


{| In OE. for with the instrumental case of the 
neuter demonst. pron. formed adyb. phrases = 
‘therefore’, which, with the addition or ellipsis of 
the relative de became conjunctional phrases= 
‘because’. (For these phrases and their later 
representatives see For-rHon, For-tHy; cf, also 
For-wuy). Similarly, For taat appears from 
13th c, as a conjunction; and in the 16thc. there 
are a few examples of for ¢his in the senses 
‘therefore’ and ‘ because’. 

@1553 Puiteot Aram. § Writ. (1842) 352 If that he demand 
the reason why we do so, I will gladly satisfy his mind. . For 
this [orig. gza] we know surely those things, as they have 
written, to have come unto us uncorrupt. J/édid. 396 For 
this [orig. zez¢zr], Florebell, thou hast a high bishop and 
ruler of the church such a one peradventure as thou 
soughtest not after. F 

c, On account of one’s regard for. So in Lor 
the sake of (see SAKE), used synonymously with for 
in this sense and in senses 7 and 8. 

a 1000 Czdnzon’s Gen. 2472 (Gr.) pa ic for god wille zemund- 
byrdan, c1000 Rood 113 (Gr.) Se be for dryhtnes naman 
deades wolde..onbyrizgan. @1200 Moral Ode 23 pe him 
solue forzet for wiue ne for childe. c1z05 Lay. 13223 Ich 
bad hine for gode don pat child of hade. 1393 Lanct. P. 
Pi. C. 11. 170 To be maried for monye mede hath a-sented. 
az4s0 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 981, I leeue be proloug for 
shortnes. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Past. x. 35 Lycoris..for thy 
Rival tempts the raging Sea. 1697 Ken Aug. Hy ii, 
Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son. 


d. In adjurations = for the sake of. Also in 


exclamations, chiefly of pain or sorrow. 
a1000 Boeth. Metr. i. 128 He..hi for Drihtne bed. .pbzet 
hi [etc.]. c1z05 Lay. 57 Nu bidded Laj3amon alcne edele 
mon for bene almiten godd..bet he[etc.], c1325CoerdeL. 
1782 Mercy, Richard, for Mary maid! 1393 Lanet. P. Pl. 
C. 1. 54 Ich fraynede hure faire po, for hym pat hure made, 
1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 210 Alas! for my master.. 
That yester even.. Before Caiphas was broght. 1593 SHAKs. 
Rich. I, v. ii. 75 Heauen for his mercy: what treachery is 
heere? 1609 Brste (Douay) Yoel i. 15 Crie ye to our Lord: 
Aaa, for the day. 1741 RicHArpson Pamela I. 81 But 
I have not found it so, Alas for me. 1820 Byron Blwes u. 
64 Lady Blueb. Oh fie! Miss Lit, And for shame! 1820 
Keats Lamia 271 For pity do not melt! 1844 DickENs 
Christmas Carol iii. go Alas for Tiny Tim. 
+e. For because: see BrEcAUSE A. 1, B. 1. Ods. 
22. Of an efficient or operative cause: In conse- 
quence of, by reason of, as the effect of. (Now chiefly 
after comparatives; otherwise usu. replaced by 
Jrom, of, through.) Also in for want of ; see WANT. 
c1z08 Lay. 27818 Pa eorde gon beouien for ban ynimete 
blase. ?¢1370 Robt. K. Cicyle 55 Bettur he were..So to 
do then for hunger dye. c1380 Wycuir Se/. Wks. III. 349 
Scarioth was be worse for beyng in pis holi cumpanye. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 101 & pou fyndest a man havynge 
be crampe fora wounde. 149x Caxton Vitas Patr. (W. de 
W. 1495) 1. xl. Aa, For the grete hete of the sonne She 
hadde the febres or axes, 1512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c.11 For 
defaute of such issue to remaigne to oure Soveraigne Lorde. 
1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. IV, (an. 1), To die for thirst 
standyng inthe river. 1578 Cooper Thesaurus s.v. Vetustas, 
He lacketh teeth for age. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. T. 
ul. 121 For the abundance of milk she [the cow] did give, the 
owner might eate butter, 1718 Br. Hutcuinson Witchcraft 
Ded. (1720) 11 Her chin and her knees meeting for Age. 1766 
Gotpsm. Vic. W. xxviii, In this very room a debtor of 
his..died for want. 1850 Lyncn Theo. Trix. v. 84 Shall 
we be the brighter spirits for being the duller men? 1887 
A. Brrreti Obiter Dicta Ser. 1. 103 They breathed the 


easier for the news. JVod. He is worse for liquor. ‘This 
coat is worse for wear. 
23. Of a preventive cause or obstacle. a. In 


spite of, notwithstanding. Rare exc. in for all, 
any, with a sb.; also absol. for all that, etc. 

O.£. Chron, an, 1006 Ac for eallum pissum se here ferde swa 
he sylf wolde. cx1320 Sezyn Sag. (W.) 1135 For al that 
heuer he mighte do, His menesoun might nowt staunche 
tho. ¢1386 Cuaucer Doctor's T. 129 This mayde shal be 
myn, for anyman. cx1430 Syv Gener. 8058 Loue him she 
wold for ony drede. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. V, (an. 4) 53 
But for all that he could do, he lost almoste ccc of his fote- 
men, 1681 H. More 2x. Dan. iii. 68 This Alexander the 
Great for all his greatness died. 1794 Burns Mora’ that i, 
The rank is but the guinea stamp; The man’s the gowd 
fora’ that. 1820 Keats St. Agnes i, The owl, for all his 
feathers, was a-cold. 1871 Rossetri Poems, Last Confess., 
I was a moody comrade to her then, For all the love I bore 
her. 1873 F. Haut WZod. English p. xv, For all that, I have 
contrived..to give some thought to my mother-tongue. 

b. in conjunctional phrases: or all that, for 
all=notwithstanding (that), although. Now rare 
in literary use. 

1523 Lp. Berners /voiss. I. clvi. 189 For all that the 
frenche kynge sende to hym to delyuer the same castels, 
yet he refused so to do. 1588 AZarpred. Epist. (Arb.) 21, 
T tell you D. Stannop (for all you are so proude). 1682 
Bunyan Holy War 24 [Conscience]. .(for all he was now so 
debauched), did terrifie..them sore. 1786 Mackenzie in 
Lounger No. 90% 7 For all her feelings are so fine. 1841 
L. Hunr Seer (1864) 40, I am not a very bad play-fellow.. 
for all 1am so much bigger. a 1866 Kesie Left. Spirit. 
Counsel (1870) 185 For all she seemed so calm, she had 
often to bear up against the same kind of feelings. 

ce. Indicating the presence or operation of an 
obstacle or hindrance. (Cf. ON. /yrer, Ger. fiir, 
vor.) In negative sentences; also after ef 7t were 
not, were tt not; occas.=for fear of. ‘+ For to die 
Jor tt =if I die for it. But for: see Bur C. 29. 

Beowulf 2549 (Gr.) Ne meahte horde neah unbyrnende 
zenize hwile deop gedygan for dracan lege. ¢ son3 JELFRIC 
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FOR. 


Gen. xvi. 1o Pet man hit geriman ne meg for bere meniu. 
1297 R. Gtouc. (1724) 177. Hii mowe no3t wel fle Vor 
feblesse of her brode. 1377 Lancu. P. P2. B. xv. 282 Pat no 
man mi3te hym se for mosse and for leues. @ 1430 Octouian 
682 That wyf therst not say nay, For wordes ylle. c 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aynion xii. 296, I shall never doo that, 
for to deye for it. a@1sgz GREENE Alphonsus (1861) 
231 That you dare Not use your sword for staining of your 
hands. 1691 Ray Creation 213 Unhabitable for heat. 1744 
Berxetey Let: to T. Prior 19 June Wks. 1871 IV. 298 Last 
night being unable to sleep for the heat. 1751 Affect, Narr. 
Wager 92 This was like, not seeing the Wood for Trees. 
1810 Scorr Lady of L. v. 858 Spare not for spoiling of thy 
steed. 1876 Geo. Evior Dax. Der. v1. xliii, At times she 
could not stand for the beating of her heart. E 

d. Asa precaution against, or simply, against : 
(to beware) of; (to hinder, keep, prevent) from. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 122 Sone after mydnyght 
.-In pe snowe for syght scho 3ede out in hir smok. 1377 
Lanci. P. PZ. B. u. 230 Freres..for knowyng of comeres 
coped hym asafrere. a@1400-50 Alexander 285 Pat wald 
for hurte or for harme any hathill kepe. 1523 FitzHERs. 
Hush. § 51 Se that they .. holde his heed hye ynoughe 
for drownynge. 1561 Hottysusn Hom. Afoth. 40b, He 
must also beware for taking cold. 1590 GREENE Poems 
Wks. (1861) 294 A hat of straw, like a swain, Shelter 
for the sun and rain. 1611 Barrey Ram, Alley t. ii, Ah, 
how light he treads, For dirting his silk stockings! 1703 
Moxon Zech. Exerc. 205 That may hinder the Corner of 
the edge of the Chissel for coming at the Work. 1728 in 
Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1886) II. 88 To prevent..the 
constitution of it for being entirely subverted. 

VIII. Of correspondence or correlation. 

24. Prefixed to the designation of a number or 
quantity to which another is stated to correspond 
in some different relation. (Cf. similar use of 4a.) 

1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles u. 42 For on bat 3e merkyd 3e 
missed ten schore Of homeliche hertis. 1583 T. Watson 
Centurie of Loue xcvii. (Arb.) 133 For eu’ry pleasure that 
in Loue is found, A thousand woes and more therein abound. 
1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. v. (1686) 6, 1 will undertake 
to shew any man Twenty other Horses lame.. for one 
Hunter, 1724 De For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 255 They were 
..twice our number in the whole; and their foot three for 
one, 1806-7 J. BeresrorD Miseries Hum. Life (1826) vi. 
xxxvii, It contains..for one inch of lean four or five of 
stringy fat. 1887 L. Carrott Game of Logic i. § 3. 32 For 
one workable Pair of Premisses..you will probably find five 
that lead to no Conclusion at all. 

25. Preceded and followed by the same sb. (with- 
out article or defining word), in idiomatic expres- 
sions indicating equality in number or quantity 
between objects compared or contrasted. Audlk 
Sor bulk: taking an equal bulk of each. Word 
jor word: with exact identity of expression, ver- 
batim ; similarly pozxt for point. + Day for day: 
on one day as on every other, hence =‘ day by day’. 
+ Zo fight hand for hand: =‘hand to hand’, 
To turn (something) end for end: to reverse. 

13.. K, Adis. 2922 Word for word thus they spake. c1386 
Cuaucer Clerk's T. 521 Of Grisildis wordes..He tolde him 
point for point. c1450 Chester Pl, (E.E.T.S.) 256 Such 
marvayels..he ne dyd day for day. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. II. 118 Dongard..curage had for to fecht hand for 
hand With Constantyne. 1606 Suaxs. Azt. & C7, Iv. viii. 
22 A Braine that..can Get gole for gole of youth. 1692 
Benttey Boyle Lect. iv. 116 Bulk for bulk heavier than 
a Fluid. 1759 Jounson /d/er No. 69 P6 May, Sandys and 
Holiday, confined themselves to the toil of rendering line 
for line. a1769 Regul. Sea-Serv. in Falconer Dict. Marine 
(1789) Kk ivb, If a foreign admiral .. salutes them, he shall 
receive gun for gun. 1877 Daily News 10 Oct. 6/2 We 
turned the rope end for end. 188x Jowett Thucyd. I. 168 
The prisoners. .were exchanged man for man. 1885 Mauch. 
Exam, 15 May 5/3 They will not be slow to return him 
like for like. 

IX. Of reference. 

26. As regards, with regard or respect to, con- 
cerning. Also in idiomatic expressions: + /or 
the general, in general; + for so far, in so far; 
+ for my mind, to my thinking; for my, fds, etc. 
part (see Part); for the rest (=F. du reste: see 
Rust 5b.). + What for —;=‘what with —’ (see 
Wuat). As for: see AS 33. 

The parenthetic use, as in for #ze=as for me, for my part 
(=Fr. Zour sizoz), is now obsolete. 

1479 J. Paston in Paston Lett. No. 849 III. 267, I have 
myche to pay her in London, what for the funerall costes, 
dettes, and legattes that [etc.]. x55x T. Witson Logike 
(1580) 75 He is delivered from the lawe, for so muche as 
pertaineth to his condemnation, but he is not free, for so 
muche as belongeth to the due obedience, whiche he oweth 
unto God. 159q Martowe 2nd Pt. Tamburl, w. i, For 
person like to prove a second Mars. 1628 Hosnes Thucyd. 
(2822) 99 This year. . was of all other for other diseases most 
free. 1634 W. Woop New Eng. Prosp. 1. iv, The Soyle 
is for the generall a warme kinde of earth. 1658 W. Burton 
Comm. Itin. Antoninus 176 For old Marinus, I know not 
how to excuse him, 1664-5 Preys Diary 7 Apr., Sir Philip 
did shew me nakedly the king’s condition for money. 1710 
BerkeLey Princ. Hum. Knowl. § 111 For the rest, this 
celebrated author holds there is an absolute Space. 1740 
Xmas Entertainm. iii. (1883-4) 21 All the Witches for my 
Mind are young Women. 1765 BLAckstonE Comm. I. 466 
Thus much..for the privileges and disabilities of infants. 
1818 M. G. Lewis Fru. W. Ind. (1834) 250 How he managed 
for water I could not learn. 1843 /raser’s Mag. XXVIII. 
5709 So much for our housemaid. 1852 R. S. SurTers 
Sponge's Sp. Tour (1893) 36x Get married and trust to 
Providence for the rest. 

b. So far as concerns (a person or thing), Used 
with a limiting or restrictive force (cf. 23). or 


all or aught I know, 1 know nothing to the contrary. 
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(He may do it) for me, i.e. with no opposition 


from me. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 3206 (Cott.) ‘Fader’, he said, ‘be pou 
ful bald, For me sal it neuer be tald’. 1578 Timme Caduin 
on Gen, x. 1. 238 Let them..for all me, inioy the fruite.. 
of their labours. 1655 Hartiis Legacy 160 This Art, for 
what I can perceive, is no way demonstrable @ priori. 173% 
Pore Ef. to Burlington 138 Some are Vellum, and the rest 
as good For all his Lordship knows. 1767 S. PATERSON 
Another Trav. 1. 321 They shall have it untouched for 
me. 1809 J. Moser Don Quixote in Barcelona u. v, [He] 
shall carry all the limbs he has got to heaven for me. 1837 
Lanpor Pentam. Wks. 1846 II. 314/2 The banks of the 
Hebrus may be level or rocky, for what I know about 
them. 1890 Besanr Demoniac vi, After the first month 
you ought to have come home again, for all the good it has 
done. 1893 Law Times XCIV. 559/2 The consideration 
was left blank, and for all I know it is blank still. 

ce. with words signifying privation or want. 

1653 tr. Carment’'s Nissena 75 He wanted for no care nor 
possible assistance. 1791 CowPeR Retired Cat 73 With 
hunger pinched, and pinched for room. 1802 Mar. Epcr- 
wortH Moral T. (1816) I. ix. 71 In..distress for money. 
1804 J. Marsuatt Washington II. i. 38 The people. .were 
in great distress for provisions, arms, and ammunition, 
1855 THackeray Rose & Ring i, He need want for nothing. 


d. For all the world: used to emphasize asser- 


tions of likeness. 

(The lit. sense and proper place of this phrase are uncertain.) 

¢1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 218 For al the world ryght asa 
daysye Ycorouned ys with white leueslyte. 1602 Marston 
Ant. § Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 I. 13 He. .lookes For all the world 
like an ore-roasted pigge. 1753 Foote Eug. in Paris 1. 
Wks. 1799 I. 38 Their water-gruel jaws, sunk in a thicket of 
curls, appear, for all the world, like a lark in a soup-dish ! 

27. In proportion to, considering; considering 
the nature or capacity of ; considering what he, she, 
or it is, or that he, etc. is so and so. 

{1594 Martowe & Nasue Dido wv. iv, Aeneas, for his 
parentage, deserves As large a kingdom as is Lybia.] 1631 
WEEVER Anc. Fun, Mon. 536 This Lawier was a very 
honest man for those times. 1697 Drypren Virg. Georg. 111. 
782 His Bulk too Weighty for his Thighs is grown. 1754 
RicHarpson Grandisox I, ii. 6 A man of an excellent 
character for a Lawyer. 1787 GamBapvo’s Acad. Horse- 
men (1809) 29 Should your horse prove, what is properly 
termed too many for you. 186x Miss YonGe Stokesley 
Secret ii. (1862) 42 As poor aman for an esquire as her father 
was fora surgeon. 1886 Manch. Exam. 15 Mar. 5/4 The 
weather..phenomenally severe for the season. 

X. Of duration and extension. 

28. a. Marking actual duration. During, through- 
out. Phr. for long, for a or the time. 

c1450 Cov. Myst. 129 Who seyth oure ladyes sawtere 
dayly for a3er thus. 1506 GuyLrorDE Pilgr. (Camden) 39 
We..restyd vs for that nyght. 1564-78 BuLteyn Dial. 
agst. Pest. (1888) 10 His stewarde. .applied the poore menne 
with the purse with muche deuotion for the tyme. 1602 
Suaks. Havz, 11. i. 9t How does your Honor for this many 
a day? 1626 T. Aitespury Passion-serinon 15 The Jewes 
for long were..the favourites of heaven. 1711 ADDISON 
Sect. No. 86 p2, I have seen an Eye curse for half an Hour 
together. a1792 Br. Horne Sevvz. (1799) 11. 68 Reflect for 
a moment, on these two pictures of virtue and vice. 1843 
Fraser's Mag. XXVIII. 334 The Brigand’s Bride ran for 
many nights. 1849 Macautay Hast. Hug. 1. 166 The two 
great parties..had fora moment concurred. 1872 Lippon 
Elem, Relig. i. 34 Would he even be interested for long ina 
philosophy which he believed to be only relatively true? 
1885 Law Rep. 15 Q. Bench Div. 316 The catch..was worn 
away, and probably had been so for months. 

b. Marking intended duration, e.g. for dzfe ; also 
in the phrases, for the or + this present, + for a 
while. Hor ay, ever: see AY 3a, Ever 5 b. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. V (an. 4) 55 A peace was con- 
cluded..for a certain space. 1559 W. CunNnINGHAM Cosiogr. 
Glasse 8 Have you then for this present, your whole desire? 
1632 J. Lee Short Surv. 53 For the present I let passe. 
1636 V. Riding Rec. IV. 52 He shall enter bond for his 
good abeareing for a year. 1642 Protests Lords I. 11 
Whether we shalladjourn for six months. 1692 E. WALKER 
tr. Epictetus’ Mor. Can xv, What bounteous God did for 
awhile afford. 1706 Acc. Soc. Propag. Gosp. 33 The Society 
--ordered fifty Pounds per annum to be ascertained to him 
for Three Years. 1719 De For Crusoe 1. viii, I resolved to 
sit down for all night. 1750 Jounson Rawzbler No. 59 P 6 
He is always provided with a curacy for life. 1764 STERNE 
in Traill Zz/e 87 About Christmas I. .fix my head-quarters 
at London for the winter. 1847-9 Hexes Priends in C. 
Ser. 1. (1851) I. rox If there were Peers for life..it would.. 
meet most of your objections. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
Il. 156 Four thousand pounds a year for two lives. 1870 
Miss Bripcman &, Lynne II. v. 117, I sha’n’t get up for 
another hour. 1885 Law Ref. 14 Q. Bench Div. 892 The 
driver..was practically placed at the disposal of the defend- 
ants for the day. 

29. For once, for the nonce: see Oncn, Noncn. 

30. Marking an amount of extension, es. in 
space, lineal or superficial; Over, over the space 
of, to the extent of, through. 

1568 Grarton Chron. II. 36 The River of Trent in the 
moneth of June flowed not for the space of a mile. 1605 
Suaxs. Leary u. iv. 304 For many Miles about There’s 
scarcea Bush, 1818 M. G. Lewis ¥rud. W. Ind. (1834) 159 
After travelling for five and twenty miles. 1863 KiNcsLey 
Water Bab. 9 Not only did he own all the land about for 
miles. 1885 MJanch, Exam. 28 Sept.5/3 When a..man has 
walked briskly even for a mile. 

+ XI. 31. Misused for fro, From. 

¢1340 Cursor M, 13554 (Trin.) Anoon he had his si3t For 
penne was he no more led. c1440 Partonope 2260 Sexier 
goure swerde for the arson reft. c1440 York Mdyst. xxx. 
222 He bese hurled for be highnes he haunted. 1540 Act 
32 Hen. VIII, c. 42 § t All personnes of the said company 
..Shalbe exempt for bearing of armure. 
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B. con. 
+1. Introducing the cause of a fact, the statement 
of which precedes or follows: Because. Cf. A. 


21b. Obs. exc. arch. 

azzoo tr. Aldcuin’s Virt. & V. 115 in Anglia XI. 376 We 
sculen fleon pa undeawes, na pa mzenn sylfe .. for heo synd 
godes gesceafte. cxz0§ Lay, 148 Eneam he. . biheyte. .al his 
drihliche lond for he nefdenenne sune. 1340 HamroLe P7. 
Consc. 6807 Pus for pai did ay ogayns Goddes lawe, Vermyn 
and wode bestes sal bam ay gnawe. ¢1435 Zorr. Portugal 
1333 Forsir Torent the fend did fall, Gret lordys honoured hym 
all. 1480-1530 Jyrr. our Ladye 11 And for god made all 
thinges in syx dayes..therfore, etc. 1600 FAairFax Zasso 1. 
xix, Nor for he sweld with ire was she affraid. 1604 SHAKs. 
Oth. i. iv. 16x They are. .iealious for they’reiealious. 1691 
Dryven K. Arthur 1. ii. Wks. 1884 VIII. 148 Why comes not 
he?. . For he’s a puling sprite. 1799 ANNA SewaArp Sonn. xlix, 
In balance true Weighit, but smile at the objections vain Of 
sickly Spirits, hating for they do. 1872 Tennyson Gareth 
§& Lynette 386 And, for himself was of the greater state. .he 
trusted his liege-lord Would yield him this large honour all 
the more. 

2. Introducing the ground or reason for some- 
thing previously said: Seeing that, since. Cf. Gr. 
yep, L. nam or enim, Fr. car, Ger. denn. 

cx1s0 Seva. in Kluge Ags. Lesebuch 7x Hwu sceal piss 
zewuroen, for ic necann naht of weres gemane. 1154 O. £. 
Chron. an. 1135 On pis kinges time wes a] unfrid. . for agenes 
him risen sone ba rice men, ¢1z00 Ormin 119 And te33 werenn 
..Rihhtwise menn..Forr e33berr here 3ede..Rihht affter 
Godess lare. ?a@1400 Morte Arth, 219 Ffore he was demyde 
pe doughtyeste pat duellyde in erthe. 1480 Caxton Chron. 
Eng. ccxliv, (1482) 298 Nowe is good tyme For al Englond 
praith for vs. 1559 W. CunNINGHAM Cosmogy. Glasse 25 For 
xij. tymes 30. maketh 360. @1613 OversurY A W7/e (1638) 
202 A churchman she dare not venture upon; for she hath 
heard widowes complain of dilapidations. 1664 T1LLoTson 
Wisd. being Relig. 59 Just such is he who for fear of any 
thing in this world ventures to grieve God ; for in so doing 
he runs away from men and falls into the hands of the living 
God. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. iii, Near a fortnight had passed 
before [etc.] .. for premature consolation is but the remem- 
brancer of sorrow. 1838 T. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 806 
This oil or resinous-like body contains phosphorus; for,.we 
find phosphoric acid in the residue. 1883 J/anch. Guard. 
22 Oct. 5/3 This is no party question, for it touches us not 
as Liberals or Conservatives, but as citizens, 

b. Introducing a detailed proof. 

1570 Biruincstey Luclid 1. xi, For forasmuch as DC is 
equal to CE, and [etc.] therefore [etc.]. 1812-16 J, SmitH 
Panorama Sc. & Art 1. 588 For, let there be three bodies 
at H, O, and D; if[etc.]. 1840 LarpNerR Geowz. 106 For 
from the point B draw B D perpendicular to [etc.]. 

3. = WHETHER in an obj. sentence. Obs. rare. 

c1250 Gen. § Ex. 2651 We sulen nu witen for it dede Sis 
witterlike, or in child-hede. c¢1394 P. Pd. Crede 350 Woldest 
pou me tellen For pei ben..syker on to trosten, y wolde 
quyten be bi mede. 

+4. In order that. Cf. A. 8. Ods. 

1305 St. Katherine 171 in E. £. P. (1862) 94 Noman 
ne 3af hire mete ne drinke: for heo scholde for hunger 
deye. ¢1380 Sir Ferumb. 907 Pay -. byndeb per-wib is 
ezene about; for hene schold no3t sene. c1450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 4753 For pair trauail sulde no3t be waste. 1593 
Suaks. 3 Hen. VJ, m1. i. 9 And for the time shall not seeme 
tedious Ilesell thee what [etc.]. 

+5. Hor and: =‘and moreover’. QOds. 

a@1829 SKELTON Agst. Garnesche 22 Syr Gawen, Syr 
Cayus, for and Syr Olyuere. 1605 Suaxs. Hawt. v. i. 103 
A Pickhaxe and a Spade, a Spade for and a shrowding- 
Sheete. 1617 Mippteton fair Quarrel v.i.Wks. (Dyce) III. 
544 Chough [sings] A hippocrene, a tweak, for.and a fucus. 


For-, vef.! Also x feer-, 3 Orn. forr-, 3-4 
south. vor-, ver-, 4 furs, 6-7 fore-. [OE. for-, 
fer- = OF ris. for-, far-, OS. for-, far- (Du. 
ver-), OHG. far-, fir-, fer- (MHG. and mod. 
G. ver-), ON. for- (Sw. for-, Da. for-); the 
ON. fyrer- (see Forn- pref.) though formally dis- 
tinct, often corresponds in use with this prefix. 
The OE. form (like the other forms quoted) seems 
to represent (with obscured vowel due to pbsence of 
stress) the three OTeut. prefixes *fer-, fra-, fur- 
(Goth. fatr-, fra-, faiir-), which correspond form- 
ally to Gr, 7ept-, mpo-, mapa-, representing various 
ablaut-grades of the Aryan root *J7-: see For and 
Fore. Functionally, the three prefixes do not seem 
to be clearly distinguished even in Gothic; but in 
most cases when a vb. with OE. for- or Ger. ver- 
has a Goth. equivalent, the prefix appears as /ra-, 
which seems to have been orig. its stressed form ; 
cf. the two OE. forms /ra‘cod and forcii'd (see For- 
couTH), which are believed to be accentual vari- 
ants of the representative of pre-Teut. *Arognio-, 
despicable. 

From the predominant meaning of the root, it may be in- 
ferred that the primary notion expressed by the prefix is 
that of ‘forward, forth’. The various uses in the Teut. 
langs. may be plausibly explained as originating from this, 
though the exact process of their development is in many 
points uncertain: see Grimm's Deutsches Wb. s.v. ver-. 
The vbs. formed with this prefix often correspond in signifi- 
cation to Gr. vbs. formed with one or other of the cognate 
prefixes zrept-, mpo-, mapa-, and to Lat. vbs. with ger or fro-.] 

A prefix used to form verbs and adjs., primarily 
occurring in OE. words of Com, Teut. or WGer. 
origin, but employed in the formation of new words 
down to the beginning of the mod.Eng. period ; 
it is now entirely obsolete. Its various functions 
are enumerated below. The words here explained 
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and illustrated are all obsolete ; the surviving words 
formed with the prefix, and those obsolete ones 
which require extended treatment, are given as 
main words in their alphabetical place. 

I. Forming verbs. 

1. Prefixed to verbs, giving the additional sense of 
‘away’, ‘off’, as in Forcast; forshake, to shake 
off; forshoot, to cast off, reject; forthrow, to 
throw off. 

a1300 E. E. Psalter cviii. [cix.] 23 *For-schaken [Vulg. e-x- 
cussus] als gressop. @1300 Cursor M. 13663 \Cott.) Quen 
iesus wist him bus *for-scotten. 1340 Ayend. 86 Zuo pet 
he ne may hit *uorprawe to his wylle [mistranslation of sz 
que tine sen peult pas getter dehors a sa vo2rlente). 

2. With the sense of prohibition, exclusion, or 
warding off, as in Forsip ; forrun, to bar by run- 
ning; forsay, to renounce, exclude by command. 
Also with the sense of concealing from view: for- 
cover, FORWRAP. 


In this use the sense closely approaches that of For-2, 
Fore-; cf. For(&)FENpD, For(e)SHIELD. 

1382 Wyc.ir Gez. xxvii. 16 She *forcoueride the nakid of 
the nak. cxz05 Lay. 12861 Costantin..bad ba wei-witere 
*for-zernen ba wateres. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. May 82 
Sike worldly sovenance he..must *for-say. /ééd. July 79 
Shepherds been foresayd From places of delight. 


3. With the notion of passing by, abstaining from, 
or neglecting, as in FoRBEAR, Forco, FoRHOwE; 
forheed, to disregard. Also with the sense of 
missing or forfeiting something through what is 
expressed by the simple vb.: forgreme, to forfeit 
by displeasing (God) ; forslip, to let slip ; forslug, 
to neglect through sluggishness. 


e1200 Trix. Coll. Hon. 35 He com..to giuende be mihtes 
be adam *for-gremede us alle. cx1z75 Lay. 2579 Wimmen 
he *forhedde. ¢x315 SHoREHAM 11 Hy,. That cristneth twyes 
enne, Other. . For-hedeth Wanne chiide ari3t cristnynge heth. 
1610 Hottanp Camden's Brit. 11. 115 (127) He shifted off 
and dallied with them still, untill they had *forslipt the oppor- 
tunitie of pursuing him. c¢1315 SHoREHAM 114 Wanne man 
leteth adrylle That he god 3elde schel, And *for-sluggyth 
[printed slaggyth] by wylle That scholde men to stel. 
¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pars. T. P 611 Accidie .. forsluggeth, and 
destroyeth alle goodes temporeles by reccheleesnesse. 


4. With the sense of ‘wrongly’, ‘ mis-’, as for-- 


raught, perverted ; 
wrongly. 

¢1z00 Ormin 14540 All mankinn..Wass..all *forrraht 
gen Godd. ¢1380 Antecrist in Todd 3 Treat. Wyclif 141 

ei seyn we *forwirship. 

5. Implying destructive, painful, or prejudicial 
effect, as in ForRDEEM, Forpo; forgab, to de- 
fame, publish the misdeeds of; forglut, to waste 
in gluttony, devour; forhang, -head, to put to 
death by hanging, by beheading; forpierce, for- 
prick ; forscald, to scald, scorch ; forseethe, to 
scald ; forsench, to submerge, drown; forsink, 
to be submerged ; forswithe, to torture or destroy 
by burning; forwall, to torture with boiling. 
Also in pa. pples.: forfaded; forfrorn, frozen 
up, stuck fast in the ice; forroasted, tortured by 
roasting; forstived, stifled, choked; forswarted, 
blackened ; fortossed ; forwithered, withered or 
dried up. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1v. xxviii. 73 Sone as the 
heye is drye the floure is *forfaded. 1481 Caxton Reynard 
xxxiil. (Arb.)95 She .. wente in to the yse wherein she was 
*forfrorn. c1394 P. P27. Crede 631 Whoso *forgabbed a frere 
yfounden at pe stues.. Hym were as god grenena greit lorde 
of rentes. 1393 Lanct. P. Pl. C. xu. 66 These wrecches.. 
in glotonye * For-glotten here goodes. ¢ 1300 Havelok 2724 
Ich shall slo pe, and hire *for-henge heye. 13.. K. Adis. 
1366 He that the treson dude, Was *forhedid in that steode. 
1413 Pilgr. Sow/le (Caxton 1483) 1v. xx. 68 Seeth how heis.. 
al *forpercid sore. 1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 7490 Pre stedes he 
slou vnder him .. *Vorpriked and wor arnd aboute. 1413 
Pilgr. Sowle (7489) II, Vili, 55 So moche haue they woun- 
dyd and forprycked other folk about them, that [etc.]. 
c1440 Facol’s Well 10 He was al *for-rostyd, fryed & 
scaldyd. ax1225 ¥uliana 70 [The pitch] leop wallinde hat 
up..ant *for scaldede of ham seoluen fifti ant tene. a 1225 
Ancr. R.246 pu hauest forschalded be drake heaued mid 
wallinde watere. a1450 tr. Higden (Harl. MS.) VII. 528 
Liztnyng forscalded [L. uwstedavit] cornes. a1225 Axncr. 
R. 312 Lete we teares, leste ure owune teares *uorseoden us 
in helle! ¢1315 SHoreHAmM 165 For death scholde his 
meystryes kethe, and for-sopil and for-sethe In deathes 
bende. az1225 Fulianza 60 His [Adam's] team .. sune3ede 
swa swide bat tu hit *forsenchtest al in noes flode. ¢ 1250 
Gen. & Ex. 1114 So *for-sanc and brente Sat steden. 1563 
SackviLie /uduct. Mirr. Mag.xx, Here in sorrowe art for- 
sonke so depe. 13.. Cast. Love 1729 in Minor Poens fr. 
Vernon MS. (1892) App. xxxviii. 405, I am *for-styfyd 
among, Thi synne stynketh on me so strong! c¢ 1305 
Pilate 227 in E. E. P. (1862) 117 And ise3 his bodie 
al *forswarted. a1225 Ancr. R. 306 Ure inwit, uor- 
kuliinde [v. r. *forswidande] hire suluen mid be fure of 
sunne. c12z50 Gen. §& Ex. 1140 Do meidenes herden quilum 
seien, Dat fier sulde al dis werlde forsweden. 1571 GoLpING 
Calvin on Ps. xxii. 2. 78 We shall be in deede *foretossed, 
howbeit our faith shall alwayes scape shipwrecke. a@ 1240 
Sawles Warde in Cott. Hom, 251 Pat pich ham *forwalled 
adet ha beon for mealte. 1563 SackvitLte /uduct. Mirr. 
Mag. xii, Her body small, *forwithered, and forespent. 


b. With the sense of ‘asunder, in pieces’, as in 
Forsurst, Forenaw; forcleave ; forhale, jig. 
to distract; forrend, Also in pa. pples.; forbrit- 


forworship, to worship 
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tened, broken in pieces; forcrazed, fallen to 
pieces; forfrushed, shattered to pieces; for- 
pinched, forscattered, fortattered, fortorn. 

2ax400 Morte Arth. 2273 Braynes .. With brandez for- 
brittenede one brede in be laundez. cx1zg0 S. Eng. Leg. I. 
231/418 He *for-clef is foule bouk in pre partyes at pe laste. 
¢ 1380 Sir Ferumb. 543 Atweyne i wol forcleue pyn hed. 
c1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 724 Chaumbers, and..hegghe halle, 
Of old werk, *for-crased alle. ¢1330 R. BrunnE Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 1180 Of grete roches bey fulle al doun, & al *fur- 
frusched bak & croun. ¢ 1477 Caxton Fason 58 b, Our ship 
is alle to broken and forfrusshid. 1568 C. Watson Polyd. 
63 The whole navie was in greate perill, and many of them 
sore forfrushed. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal, Sept. 243 Nought 
easeth the care, that doth me *forhaile. 1614 Davies 
LEclogue, Willie & Wernock 26 Who [?=whon] whilom no 
encheson could fore-haile. c 1325 Poeme Times Edw. II 303 
in Pol. Songs (Camden) 337 Hit shal be so *for-pinched, 
to-toilled, and to-twiht. c1440 $¥acol’s Well 118 panne 
schal pat soule..ben all *for-rent wyth helle-ratchys. 1496 
Dives § Pap. (W. de W.) vy. viii. 206/t Woo be to the 
shepherdes that .. forrende the flocke of my lesue. 1430 
Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. ix, That like to shepe were *for- 
skatered wide. c1460 Vowneley Myst. (Surtees) 239, I am 
leverd a lap is lyke to no lede, *For-tatyrd and torne. 
1496 Dives & Paup. (W.de W.) vi. xv. 258/2 That blyssful 
bodye..was for-rent and *for tourne. 


c. Prefixed to sbs., forming vbs, used only in 
pa. pple. with the sense ‘ overpowered or troubled 
by’ (what is expressed by the sb.), as forstormed, 
tempest-tossed ; forwintered, reduced to straits 
by winter. 

1393 GowER Conf, I. 160 The schip which. .is *forstormed 


and forblowe. 148r Caxton Reynard iii. (Arb.) 6 In the 
harde froste he had ben sore *forwynterd. 

6. Expressing the notion of something done in 
excess or so as to overwhelm Or OVEIpOWET 5 in pa. 
pples.: forbeft, baffled; forbolned, puffed up; 
forchafed, overheated; forfastened; forflitten, 
scolded above measure; forfried, too much fried; 
forfrighted, greatly terrified ; forglopned, over- 
whelmed with astonishment; forladen, -lode, 
overloaded, overpowered; forpained; forpam- 
pered, pampered to excess; forswollen; for- 
swong, harassed; fortaxed, overburdened with 
taxation ; fortired, excessively wearied. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvii. 793 Voundit, and wery, and 
*forbeft. 1413 Pilger. Sow/le i. ii. 50 A grete bely ful of 
wynd *forbolned and forblowen. 1523 Lp. Berners Fro/ss. 
I. ccxxvi, Ther came to them Sir Olyuer of Clysson, *for- 
chafed [Printed forchased, F. eschaugfé] and enflamed. 
1488 Caxton Chast. Goddes Chyldern 32 We ben *forfestned 
wyth a dart of his ferdnes. 1603 PAzlotus ci, I haue bene 
threatnit and *forflittin, Sa oft that I am with it bittin. 
c1440 Psalmi Penit. 36 My bonus beth drie and forsoke, 
As scrachenis that beth *forfryed. c1zs0 Gen. §& Ex. 3519 
Dis *for-frizted folc fizeren stod. c1z00 OrmiINn 670 ‘l’o 
beldenn and to frofrenn pe, 3iff he be seb *forrgloppnedd. 
¢ 1300 Cursor M. 19634 (Edin.) Saul him quoke sua was he 
rad, forglopnid in his mode als mad. 1565 GoLDING Ouiza’s 
Met. 11. (1593) 28 Winter .. *Forladen with the isykles that 
dangled up and downe. 7d. 1. (1593) 75 As one forlode 
with wine. 13.. ££. Addit. P. A. 246 Pensyf, payred, 
I am *for-payned. c1440 Facod’s Well 10 Allas, bat euere 
J was baptysed..to be bus forpeyned! c¢1374 CHaAucER 
Boeth. i. metr. v. 36 (Camb. MS.) They ne weere nat *for- 
pampred with owtrage. 1593 GoLpINnG Ouzd’s Metant. 1. 15 
The serpent Python so *forswolne. a 1400 Leg. Rood (1871) 
194 When pow were so *for-swong, Among the iues bey did 
pe hong. c1460 Towwzeley Myst. (Surtees) 98 We ar so 
hamyd, *For-taxed, and ramyd. @ 1400-50 Alexander 1009 
All pe 3eres of owr youth bene 3are syne passyd, And we 
for-traveld & *for-tyred. 1423 Jas. I Aingis Q. xxx, For- 
tirit of my tho3t and wo begone. 1598 E. Gitpin Skiad. 
(1878) r2 Perhaps fore-tyrde he gets him toa play. 

b. Prefixed to intransitive verbs, forming com- 
pounds chiefly z7z¢7. with sense ‘ to weary or exhaust 
(oneself) by’ doing what the vb. denotes, as in 
ForwaLk, FORWANDER, FoRWEEP. Also in pa. 
pples. and ppl. adjs.: forcried, fordreamed, for- 
fast(ed, exhausted with fasting ; forlaboured ; 
forlapped, sated with lapping or drinking; for- 
plaint, wearied with complaining; forraked, 
overdone with walking; forrun (/orarned) ; for- 
sung (-songen); forswunk, exhausted with 
labour; fortoiled; forwake, -waked, wearied 
with waking or watching; forwallowed, wearied 
with tossing about; forwatched, 5 

ax600 Fresvs of Berwyk in Maitland Poems (1786) 
I. 73 For-knokit and *for-cryit, About he went, onto the 
tother syd. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 3393 Than wakkenyde 
I i-wys, alle wery *for-dremyde. @1300 Cursor MM. 12940 
(Cott.) Pe warlau..sagh him hungri and *for-fast. ¢1450 
Mirr. Saluacioun 1535 (1888) 51 He hoped crist was for- 
fastid. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 305 b/2 A grete tempeste 
--in which they were .. sore *for-laboured. cx1510 More 
Picus Wks. 11/2 Forlabored in the waie of sinne. ¢ 1307 
Pol. Songs (Camden) 238 When he is al *for-laped. 1423 
Jas. I Kingis Q. Ixxili, For lak of myght and mynd, 
For-wepit and “*for-pleynit pitously. ¢c1440 TYowneley 
Myst. (E. E. T. S.) 124, I am wery *for-rakyd and run 
in the myre. 1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) 7490 Pre stedes.. 
Vorpriked & *uor arnd aboute. c¢1470 Henry Wadlace 
x. 704 Feill Scottis hors was .. Forrown that day. ?a@ 1366 
Cuaucer Rom. Rose 664 Chalaundres fele saw I there, 
That wery, nigh *forsongen were. a1250 Prov. Alfred 
in O. £. Misc., If heo ofte a swote *for swunke [@1275 
for-swu[n]ken] were. 1589 Mar Martine 5 Sith swaines 
forswonke, and so forswat, moght, sayen what them list. 
1567 Drant Horace’s Epist. u. il. Hij, Snorting like a 
very hogge the “foretoylede did groyne. a1310in Wright's 
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Lyric P, vi. 28 Ycham for wowyng al *for-wake. ¢ 1386 
Cuaucer Man of Law's T. 498 *For-waked in here orisoun, 
Slepeth Constaunce. cx1460 Yowneley Myst. (Surtees) 
104 So forwakyd is none in thy shyre. 1827 TENNANT 
Papistry Storni’d 163 Upo’ the death-bed o’ the floor, For- 
wakit and for-drunken. 1423 Jas. I K7zugis Q. xi, For- 
wakit and *for-walowit..Wery, forlyin, I lestnyt sodaynlye. 
a 1483 Liber Niger in Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. II (1876) 65 
If any Squier for the body be .. *forewatchid he shall haue 
sike liuerey with Knightes. 1557 Vottell’s Misc. (Arb.) 139 
His eyes were red and all forewatched. 

7. With the sense ‘all over’, ‘through and 
through’; prefixed to transitive vbs. as in For- 
BRUISE, or rendering intrans. vbs. transitive, as in 
Forcrow. So forcratch,to scratch all over ; for- 
din, to fill with noise, resound through ; forseek, 
to search thoroughly ; forspread, to overspread ; 
also fordewed fa. fp/e., soaked with dew. 

2a 1366 Cuaucer Nom. Rose 323 Nor she hadde no-thing 
slowe be For to *forcracchen al hir face. 1430 Lypc. Chron. 
Troy 1. vi, All *fordewed were her wedes blake. | 150% 
Dovucras Pal. Hon. Prol, iii, Quhais schill noitis *fordinned 
all the skyis. 1563 Sackvitte Juduct. Mirr. Mag. \xxii, 
Foredinning the ayer with his horrible yel. a@1300 £. £. 
Psalter xxxv. 11 *For-sprede pi merci thorgh be land. 

8. Prefixed to transitive vbs. with intensive force, 
or, in many cases, without perceptibly modifying 
the sense, as in FoRDREAD ; forrue, to rue, regret. 
Also in pa. pples., forbroiden, wrought with em- 
broidery ; forchanged, forcrooked; fordreved, 
perturbed ; forpossed (osse=push), pushed vio- 
lently, tossed about; forshend, severely injured ; 
forwrithen, wreathed in many coils ; forwrinked, 
made tortuous. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 28016 (Cott.) Biletts *for-broiden. c1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 224 Alas .. Alle *for-changid is 
thy chere. ¢1305 ELdsuund Conf. 336 in E. E. P. (1862) 80 
Pe hond was ek *forcroked. c¢1z00 OrMIN 2194 3iff ure 
laffdi3 Mar3e wass Forrshamedd & *forrdrefedd. 1430 
Lyne. Chron. Troy ut. xxiv, Their tentes. .*Forpossid were. 
¢ 1430 Compleynt 530 in Lydg. Temple Glas (1891) App. i. 66 
Thus forpossid be-twene tweye.. Now I cheuere, & now I 
swete. ¢1425 WyNntouN Cron. vi.3295 The Kyng off Norway 
..And hys men *fer revyd sare That evyre thai arrywyd 
thare. c1475 Rauf Coilgear 540 Bot gif I fand the, forrow 
now tokeipmycunnand. ¢ 1475 Parteay 3306 The monkes 
all betrapped and *forshend, That neuer on soule scaped out- 
wardly. 1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) 11. 45 A! *for-writhen 
serpent, thi wyles ben aspied. 14.. Lypc. Temple Glas. 
84 Pe hous, That was *for-wrynkked bi craft of Dedalus. 


9. Forming factitive vbs. from adjs. or sbs. of 
quality, or prefixed to factitive vbs. so derived : 
forbliss, to make happy; fordeave, to deafen; 
forlength, to prolong ; formeagre, to make lean. 
Also in pa. pples. and ppl. adjs. forderked, 
darkened; forfatted, fattened; forfeebled, en- 
feebled; forhoared, become hoary; foridled, 


given up to idleness. 

@1300 Cursor M. 13108 (Cott.) Pat man sal *for-blisced be 
be quilk him sclanders noght for me. x501 Douctas Pad. 
Hon, 1. iii, Thair 3elpis wilde my heiring all *fordeifit. 
1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy Prol. (1513), Of thinges passed 
*fordyrked of theyr hewe. 1586 Frerne Blas. Gentrie 
143 Through epicurisme and misdiet .. *forefatted. 1513 
Dovuctas eis vu. Prol. 10 *Forfeblit wolx his [Phebus] 
lemand giltly lewyne. 1587 Tursery. 7vag. 7. (1837) 37 
Forfeebled as she was.. she fell upon the grasse. 159% 
Harincton Ord. Fur. xxiv. Ixvii. (1634) 194 Inforcing his 
forefeebled voice. c1430 Guy Warw. (C.) 11089 Thou olde 
and *forhoryd man. @1225 Ancr. R. 116 Ase beo pet 
beod *foridled. ax1z300 Z. £. Psalter cxxviiili]. 3 Pair 
wickednesse *for-lenghbed pai. 1571 Goxtpinc Calviz on 
Ps, xxxix. 7 They *for-meygre themselves .. bycause they 
imagin that all is too little for them. 

II. In adjs. [Cf. the cognate L. fer-, Gr. mepi-.] 

10. Giving to an adj. the sense of an absolute 
superlative, ‘very’, ‘extremely’ ; as forv-d/ack,-cold, 
-dry, -dull, -faint, -great, -hoar, -old, -weary ; 
fordead, utterly speechless and still. 

(OE. had for-wed, very well, very, fov-éade, very easily, 
JSor-oft, very often; a stressed variant of the prefix is /rz-, 
as fremicel ‘ eximius’, frefeétt ‘ prepinguis ’, /reofestlice 
‘propere’. Cf. ON. for-lttill, very little, for-mikill, very 
great, etc.; also the use of Sw. /é7, Da. for, in the sense 
of ‘too’, It is remarkable that nearly all Chaucer’s exam- 
ples of these compounds admit of being explained as 
instances of ov prep. governing an adj.; thus in the quots. 
below, ‘/or-blak’ may be taken as= ‘for black (that it was)’, 
‘for blackness’; ‘fordrye, as whyt as chalk’ may be read, 
omitting the comma, ‘as white as chalk for dry (that it 
was)’, ‘on account of being so dry.’ It is possible that 
Chaucer himself may have apprehended the combinations 
in this manner. ] ‘ 

¢1386 Cuaucer Kvt.’s T, 1286 As any ravenes fether it 
shoon *for-blak. ¢ 1320 Semyn Sag. (W ) 2623 He was *for- 
cold, and lokedeaboute. 1592 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. 66 
Who would haue thought. .to haue found. .the elocution of 
the Divels oratour..so*fordead. bid. 133 There is..no such 
libbard for a lively ape as fordead silence. a1386 Cuaucer 
Sgr’s T. 40x Amidde a tree *fordrye, as whyt as chalk .. 
Ther sat a faucon. ¢1430 Lypc. M/in. Poens (Percy Soc.) 
191 To teche a rude *for-dull asse. c1570 Marr. Wait 
& Science ww. iii. in Hazl. Dodsley I1. 368 Ye sprites, for- 
dull with toil. c1440 Psalmi Penit. (1894) 2 My soule 
hath..*Forgret mester to make mouns. ?a@1366 CHAUCER 
Rom. Rose 356 Hir heed for-hoor was, whyt as flour. 
c 1340 Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 1440 On pe sellokest swyn swenged 
out pere Long sythen for be sounder bat wizt *forolde 
[?or is this a vb.]. 1386 Cuaucer Kut.’s T. 1284 He 
hadde a beres skin, col-blak, for-old. c1350 Will. Palerne 





2443 Wel out from alle weyes *for-wery bei hem rested. 
¢1400 Lom. Rose 3336 Forwery, for-wandred as a fool. 


FOR. 


For-, 77¢f.2, OE. for-, is 
prep., and in OE. and ME. it occurs frequently as 
a variant of Fore-, with the senses ‘ before’, ‘in 
front’, ‘on behalf of’, etc.; cf. OE. for-, fore- 
cuman to come before, ME. forganger and ForrE- 
GANGER. Where a word occurs with both forms of 
the prefix, it is in this Dictionary placed under 
Fore-, 

For-, #ref3, occurring only in words adopted 
from Fr., as Forcatcu, ForFrit, ForpPriseE, repre- 
sents OF, for-, fors-, identical with /ors adv. (mod. 
F. hors) outside, out :—L. foris, fords. 

Foracan, obs. f. HURRICANE. 

Forage (fp'rédz), sd. Forms: 5-6 fourage (6 
fourr-), 5-8 forrage, 6-7 forradge, 4- forage. 
[a. F. fourrage, f. OF. feurre fodder :—Com. Rom. 
*fodro, of Teut. origin: see FODDER and -AGE.] 

1. Food for horses and cattle; fodder, provender ; 
in early use esp. dry winter food, as opposed to grass. 
Now chiefly provender for horses in an army. 

€ 1315 SHOREHAM 122 The oxe and asse. . Tho that hy se3en 
hare creature [=Creator] Lyggynde ine hare forage. c1386 
Cuaucer Reeve’s Prol. 14 Gras-tyme is doon, my fodder is 
now forage. c¢ 1430 Lypc. Min. Poems (Percy Soc.) 177 No 
comparisoun twen good greyn and forage. 1523 Lp. BERNERS 
Froiss. 1. xviii. 8 b/2 They had nother ootes nor forage for 
them [horses]. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 1. xxxviii. 56 Spurry is 
good fourage or fodder for Oxenand kyen. 1610 MARKHAM 
Masterp. 1. xciii. 182 Next vnto grasse is forrage, which. is 
onely the blades of greene corne. 1683 Loud. Gaz. No. 
1868/3 The Cavalry made hard shift to get Forage, many 
Horses dying for want thereof. 1720 De For Caf. Single- 
ton vi. 106 A herb like a broad flat thistle supplied the buffa- 
loes for drink as well as forage. 1770 Funius Lett. xxxvi. 
175 note, This gentleman..was contractor for forage. 1865 
CartyLe Fredk. Gt. VII. xvut. viii. 254 Our Inns were now 
almost quite exhausted of forage in corn or hay. 


b. ¢ransf. and fig. 

1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. Iv. 233 Some [Bees] o’re the 
Publick Magazines preside, And some are sent new Forrage 
to provide. 1767 Fawkes Horace’s Sat. 11. vi, Those Heaps 
of Forage he [a mouse] had glean’d with Care. 1792 Map. 
D’Arsiay Let, 2 Oct., Sarah. .seems perfectly satisfied with 
foreign forage. 1836 Yohusoniana 1. 86 ‘The minds of men 
who acquire no solid learning, and only exist on the daily 
forage they pick up by running about. 

2. The action of foraging or providing forage ; 
hence, a roving search for provisions of any kind ; 
sometimes, a raid for ravaging the ground from 
which the enemy draws his supplies. + Zz forage : 
in search of forage. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey xxxviii. 76 The Captayns .. were 
ordeyned for to lede the peple in fourage. c1500 Melusine 
lix. 351 Sayeng that they were frendes and that they had be 
all that nyght in fourrage. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage v1. 
vi. 492 And thence made forrages into the Countrey. 1777 
W. Datrympte Trav. Sp. & Port. iv, I went upon the 
forage to get something to eat. #1873 Lytton Pausanias 
51 My own brother.. headed a detachment for forage. 

tb. transf. A raging or ravening. Oés. 

1588 SHaks. L. LZ. L.1v.i. 93 And he[the lion] from forrage 
will incline to play. 1667 WateRHoUSE Five Lond. gt The 
Inhabitants. . fled before the Fire, leaving it to its forradge. 


+3. In A/. Foragers. Obs. 

1523 Lp. Brerners Frozss. I. xlix. 70 Their forages rode 
forthe, but they met nat, bycause the ryuer was euer by- 
twene them, 1603 Knoties Hist. Turks 18 Sallying out 
to haue cut off the forrages of the Christians. 

4. attrib. and Comb., attributive as forage-crop, 
-plant, -store; also forage-boat, a boat used for 
conveying forage; forage-cap (see quot. 1876) ; 
forage-guard, a guard detailed to cover a forag- 
ing party; >forage-master, an officer who at- 
tended to the forage, etc. of an army. 

1848 Blackw. Mag. Aug. 210 By means of the *forage-boat. 
1844 Regul. §& Ord. Army 157 The *Forage Caps of the 
Non-commissioned Officers and Men. 1876 Vovte J7lit. 
Dict. (ed. 3), Forage cap, the undress cap worn by infantry 
soldiers and known as the Glengarry forage cap. 1875 in 
Encycl, Brit. 1. 370/2 Herbage and *forage crops. 1819 
Rees Cycl., *Forrage-guard. 1879 Diccrs Stratiot. 109 
He ought also to assigne a sufficient number of Horse to 
attende on the *Forrage maister. 1823 Crass Technol. 
Dict. s.v. Forage, Forage-Master-General, formerly an 
officer under the marshall, who saw to the forage for the 
army, which duty is now performed by the Quarter-Master- 
General. 1831 Loupon Excycl, Agric. (ed. 2) Gloss. Index, 
Herbage plants, *forage plants, such as clover and other 
plants cultivated chiefly for the herb. 1868 Regul. § Ord, 
Army ® 584 Sentries over *forage stores. 

Forage (fprédz), v. Forms: 5-8 forrage, 6 
four(r)age,6-forage. [ad.F. fourrager, f. four- 
rage: see prec.] 

1. trans. To collect forage from; to overrun (a 
country) for the purpose of obtaining or destroying 
supplies; to lay under contribution for forage. 
Also in wider sense, to plunder, pillage, ravage. 

1417 in Ellis Ovig, Lett. Ser. u. I. 56 Burninge, forrageing, 
& destroyinge all his contry. 1569 Srocker tr. Divd. Sic. 
1. xv. 24 They .. spoyled and fouraged their territories. 
1618 Botton Florus (1636) 319 They, having first foraged 
their next neighbours, retired themselves within their de- 
fences. 1650 Futter Pisgah 1. 357 Those fond entertainers 
.. having forraged the elements of aire, earth and water 
for provision for their guests. 1700 Asrry tr. Saavedra 
Faxardo \1. 247 To raise a great number of Soldiers, suf- 
fering them to Forage whole Countries. 1852 Miss YoncE 
Cameos \, xxxiii. 280 After which he foraged the lands of 


identical with For 
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the Earl of Chester. 1863 Cartyte Fredk. Gt. IX. xx. ii. 
262 Noble and Peasant had been pillaged, ransomed, for- 
aged, eaten-out by so many different Armies. 

transf. and fig. 1641 Sir E. Derinc in Rushw. Hist. 
Coll. ut. (1692) I. 295 Who neglecting the best part of his 
office in God’s Vineyard..forrageth the Vines. _ 1667 Sourn 
Serm. Ps, lxxxvii. 2 The captivated ark, which foraged their 
country more than a conquering army. E 

2. zntv. To rove in search of forage or provi- 
sions; sec. of soldiers in the field. 

1530 in Parser. 553/2. 1531 Exyor Gov. ut. x, Oxen 
and bulls, whiche..his men had taken in foraginge. 1608 
TorsEeLt Serpents (1658) 610 When the Parents were gone 
abroad to forrage forthem. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. Iv. 
283 Nor dare they [Bees] stray .. Nor Forrage far, but 
short Excursions make. 1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3828/2 The 
Left Wing of the Army foraged near the Villages. 1824 W. 
Irvine 7. Trav. 1, 286 A detachment. .travelled slowly on, 
foraging among the villages, ; 

b. To make an inroad ov, won; to raid. Also 


transf. and fig. 

1642 Cuas. 1 Message to Both Houses 11 July, He per- 
mitteth his Souldiers to..forrage upon the Countrey. 1680 
Morven Geog. Rect. (1685) 43 Under their King Cochliarius 
foraging upon the Seacoast of Gaul. 1857 H. Reep Lect. 
Eng. Poets 11. xv. 208 A boyish enterprise of foraging upon 
the hazel trees. 1886 LowrLt Ze?#z. (1894) II. 323 The con- 
sciousness that I had it to do would be so constantly forag- 
ing on my equanimity. . 

3. To rove or hunt about as in search of supplies ; 
to make a roving search for; to rummage. 

1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 122 We may sally out 
boldly to forage for new discoveries in the field of contem- 
plation. 1822 W. Irvine Braced. Hall ii, 92 He passed 
many an hour foraging among the old manuscripts. 1845 
Foro Handbk. Spain 1. 24 He must forage abroad for 
anything he may want. 1876 Gro. Exior Dan. Der. iv. 
xxxili, Sir Hugo.. wanted Deronda to forage for him on 
the legal part of the question. 1893 Q. [Coucu] Dedect. 
Duchy 217 He foraged in the pockets of his. .coat. 

+4. To glut oneself, as a wild beast ; to raven. 
“it, and fig. Also, To batten or revel zz. 

isoz Suaks. Ven. & Ad. 554 With blind fold furie she 
begins to forrage. 1599 — Hew. V, 1. ii. 110 Whiles his .. 
Father. .Stood smiling, to behold his Lyons Whelpe Forrage 
in blood of French Nobilitie. 1670 Stuctey Gosf. Glass 
xxxiv. 362 The Plague..forraged in London, and the parts 
adjacent. 1698 Crowne Cadig. v. 48 Goand prepare for this 
design to-night, And we'll to-morrow forrage in delight. 

5. trans. To supply with forage or food. 

1552 Hutoet, Foraged to be .. Jadbzlor. 1698 J. Fryer 
EL. India & Persia 125 They .. are now out of distrust the 
Moguls should Forrage their Army here. 1715-20 Pore 
Iliad vi. 627 Our steeds to forage and refresh our pow’r. 
1810 in Mem. Visc. Combermere 1. 139 We have been very 
well foraged since we have been here. 1880 Disrar.t 
Endym. xiii, He foraged their pony .. and supplied them 
from his dairy. 

6. To obtain by foraging or rummaging. Also 
with ot. 

1656 Br. Hatt Occas. Medit. (1851).74 This fowl .. is 
ravenous: all is too little, that he can forage for himself. 
1837 CartyLe #r. Rev, il. 1. ii. (1872) 12 Two-thousand 
stand of arms..are foraged in this way. 1849 THACKERAY 
Pendennis xxxvi, His valet .. went out and foraged know- 
ledge for him. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. Il. i. 19 He has 
foraged out some raw cabbage. 

Hence Fo'raged pf/. a.; Fo'raging Af/. a. 

1624 Carr. Smity Virginia um. iv. 54 Two of our forraging 
disorderly souldiers. 1649 G. DanieL Trinarch., Hen. V, 
celxvi, Forraging Bees, @1848 Wuirtier Yorktown v, 
With stolen beeves, and foraged corn. 1863 Bates Vat. 
Amazon 11. v. 351 The Ecitons, or foraging ants. 1873 
Hotianp A. Bonnic. xix. 306 A foraging squirrel picked 
up his dinner almost at my feet. 


+ Foragement. Ods. [a. OF. fourragement : 
see ForaGE v. and -MENT.] The act of foraging. 

1596 Edw. J//, u.i. Djb, The Lyon doth become his 
bloody iawes, And grace his forragement by being milde, 
When vassell feare lies trembling at his feete. 

Forager (fp'rédga1). Forms: a. 4-7 forager(e, 
5-6 fourrager, (6forageour, forragiour, foriger), 
6-7 forrager,6-forager. 8. 6 foranger,-enger, 
-inger. [ad. OF. forragier, f. forrage FoRAGE 5b. ; 
also a. OF. fourrageour,agent-n.f. fourragier For- 





AGE v. With the 8. forms cf. messenger, passenger. 
+1. A harbinger, messenger. Ods. Cf. FoRAYER 2, 
1377 Lane. P. Pl. B. xx. 84 Frenesyes & foule yueles 

forageres ofkynde. 1616 J. Lane Sg~.’s 7. (1888) 122 xote, 

Much praisinge love (of peace the harbinger), mild truithes, 

sterne iustices kind foragere. 

2. One of a party sent out to gather forage, etc. 
for an army. ‘+ Also a spoiler, ravager. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1. xiv. 36 Not trust onely vpon 
that that his fourragers shall bringe. 1523 Lp. BreRNERS 
Froiss, II. xxxiii. 39 b/2 If the spanish forangers were 
stronger, than they wold take theyr forag fro them. 1552 
Hutoet, Forager or waster of a countrey, opulator. 1581 
Stywarp Mart. Discipl. 1. 16 Horse .. to gard and defend 
the foringers. 1624 Hrywoop Gwsatk. 1v. 173 Certaine 
forragers and robbers that made sundry incursions into the 
countrie, 1799 WELLINGTON 7 Apr. in Gurw. Desf. I. 27 
The foragers are coming in fast well loaded with forage. 
1865 CarLyLE Fredk. Gt. X. xxi. vi. 119 The continual 
skirmishing with the Prussian foragers. 

b. A foraging ant (Zcz/or). 

[1834 Mepwin Angler ix Wales 11. 47 They [ants] keep a 
party of foragers constantly on the lookout.] 1863 Barres 
Nat. Amazon I1.v. 352 One of the foragers, Eciton rapax.. 
hunts in single file through the forest. — 

3. One who goes foraging for himself. Also /ig. 

1621 G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. 11. (1626) 34 The Wood's wild 
foragers espy'd. 1742 Younc Vt. 7%. v. 253 This forager | 


FORAMINOSE. 


on others wisdom, 1777 Mason Eng, Garden 1. 278 Down 
so smooth a slope, The fleecy foragers will gladly browse, 
1890 Century Mag. May 48/1 A nervous restless disposi- 
tion, which makes them [poultry]. .excellent foragers, 

4. =forage-cap. 

1891 Daily News 14 Feb: 3/6 It is expected that the new 
folding cap..will be shortly condemned in favour of the all- 
round forager, which it was intended to supersede. 

Foraging (fprédzin), vd. 5b. [see Inc 1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FoRAGE in various senses. 

1481 Caxton God/rey xxxv. 72 The noble men..sente out 
on fouragyng ouer alle the countrey. 1651-3 Jer. Tay- 
Lor Serm, for Year 1. xvii. 216 A Libian Tiger drawn 
from his wilder forragings. 1832 W. Irvine Alhambra I. 
20 They .. had been signally enriched by the foraging of 
the previous evening. 1861 HoLtanp Less. Life xxiii. 
327 His Childe Harold is nothing but the record of his tire- 
less foraging. Ke d 

2. Comb., as foraging-expedition, -party, -ship; 
foraging-cap =/orage-cap. 

1830 Moore Jez. (1854) VI. 144 Dressed in a neat blue 
frock and a *foraging cap. 1863 Bares Nat. Amazon II. v. 
363 This ant goes on *foraging-expeditions like the rest of 
its tribe. 1780 D. BropuEap in Sparks Corr, Amer, Rev. 
(1853) III. 10 Unless I send out *foraging parties, and 
impress cattle. 1809 Naval Chron. XXI. 394 note, The 
Conqueror..was a *foraging ship. 

Forain(e(r, obs. form of FOREIGN, -ER. 

Foralite (foerdlait). Geol. [mod. f. L. fora-re 
to bore +-LITE.] (See quot.) 

1859 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms, Foralites, applied to 
certain tube-like markings which occur in sandstones [etc.] 
and which seem to have been the burrows of anmnedids. 

|| Foramen (forgi‘mén). Pl. foramina (forze-- 
mina). [L. foramen, f. fordre to bore.] An opening 
or orifice, a hole or short passage, for the protru- 
sion of an organ, or for the performance of organic 
functions. In various applications in Azat., Zool., 
etc. In Bot. esp. the foramen of an ovule (see 


quot. 1866). 

1671 Grew Anat. Veg. (1672)i. 3 At the thicker end of the 
Bean, in the outer Coat, a very small Foramen presents it- 
self. 1682 T.Grisson A zat. (1697) 20 Above, where it adheres 
to the Midriff, it has three foramina or holes. 1819 REES 
Cycl., Foramen..a term applied to the apertures observable 
in some specimens of echinz, distinct from the mouth and 
vent. 1826 Kirsy & Sp. Axtomol. (1828) II]. xxx. 256 In 
many conical pupz is the appearance of a vertical foramen. 
1828 Quain Elem. Anat. (1837) 150 Round the optic foramen. 
1831 R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 185 The intervertebral 
foramina. 1841-71 ‘I’. R. Jones Anime. Kingd. (ed. 4) 210 
Innumerable foramina. .give passage to as many tubular feet 
or protrusible suckers. 1866 77eas. Bot. s.v., The foramen 
of an ovule is an aperture through the integuments, allow- 
ing the passage of the pollen tubes to the nucleus. 


Foraminate (foreminct), a fad. L. fora- 
minatus bored, f.fordmin- FORAMEN.] = Fora- 
MINATED, 

Foraminate (fore’mineit), v. [f. L. foramin-, 
FoRAMEN +-ATE%,] d¢vans. To bore, pierce, per- 
forate. 


1599 [see next]. } 
Perforate, foraminate, pierce, 


1668 Witxins Real Char. 11. ix. § 4. 246 
1830 Maunper Dict., Hora- 
minate, to bore full of holes. 


Foraminated (fore'mine'téd), 4/7. a. [f. L. 
Soraiminat-us (see FORAMINATE a.) +-ED1.] Bored, 
pierced, perforated: see also quot. 1839. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 28/1 Fine totalle 
and not foraminated pearles. 1728 R. Nortu Alene. Alus. 
(1846) 37 Pipes .. foraminated for changing the tone when 
there was occasion. 1839 Roserts Dict. Geol., Foraminated 
.-Applied to a shell, the chambers of which are united by 
a small perforation or foramen. 1854 Woopwarp Mollusca 
11. 229, Orthidz ; Shell transversely oblong, depressed, rarely 
foraminated. — 3 

Foraminifer (forami‘nifor), [mod. f. L. fora- 
min-, FORAMEN + -fer bearing; in F. foraminzfere.] 
A thizopod of the order Loraminifera. 

1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 11 The young 
Foraminifers, 1842 BranpE Dict. Sc. etc., Moraminifers 
+.a tribe of minute shells, f = 

| Foraminifera (force:mini‘fera), 5d. p/. Zool. 
[mod.L. neut. pl. of prec.] An order of RAzzo¢oda, 
furnished with a shell or test, usually perforated 
by pores (foramina). 

1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. I. 518/r xote, But M. D’Orbigny 
.. has substituted the positive term Foraminifera. 1882 
Gritz Text-bk. Geol. vi. iv. § 1. 838 In some places it 
Senet ae limestone} is composed mainly of foramini- 
era. : 

Foraminiferal (forz:mini‘féral), a. [f. as 
prec. + -AL.] a. Pertaining to the /oraminifera. 
b. Consisting of or containing foraminifera. 

1865 CARPENTER in J7ted/. Observ. No. 40. 278 Referable 
to the foraminiferal type. 1876 Pace Adv. Text-bk. Geol. 
xix. 363 Foraminiferal strata, 1882 Greikie Text-0h, Geol. u. 
il. § 6. 167 Calcareous (Foraminiferal) Ooze. 

Foraminiferous (forze:mini‘féres), a. [f. as 
prec. +-ous.] /¢, Furnished with foramina; said 
of the Foraminifera or their shells. Also (less 
correctly) = FORAMINIFERAL b, 

1835-6 Topp Cycl, Anat. I. 114/2 The lowest foramini- 
ferous cephalopods, 1859 J, R. GREENE Man. Anim. Kingda. 
Protozoa 15 Many Foraminiferous shells. 1872 NicHoLson 
Paleont. 65 Its Foraminiferous fauna. 1884 Sczence III. 591 
Foraminiferous ooze. ; 

+ Fora:mino'se, a. Obs. [ad. L. fordminos-us, 
f. foramin- FoRAMEN.] ‘Full of holes’, 

1727 in Baizey vol. II. 


FORAMINOUS. 


+ Fora‘minous,¢. Obs. [f. L. fordmin- Fora- 
MEN +-0US.] Full of holes, perforated, porous. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 215 Soft and Foraminous Bodies. 
1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyris ili. 51 The..foraminous 
roundles upon the leaf. 1664 Power Hxf. Philos. 1.8 Be- 
speck’d here and there with black spots .. all foraminous. 
1816 Faner Orig. Pagan Idol. III. 137 The rocky foramin- 
ous grotto. 


Foraminulate (forami‘ni//lct), a. [f. next’ 
+-ATE2,] =FoRAMINULOUS. ; 

1884 in Syd, Soc, Lex, 

Foraminule (fore’minivl). [as if ad. L. 


*“foraminul-unt, dim. of FORAMEN. | 

1866 in 7veas. Bot. 1884 Syd. Soc. Lex., Foraminutle, 
the minute opening or ostiolum of the perithecium of some 
Fungi and Lichens, through which the spores escape. 

Foraminulose (forami:nizlows), a [f. as 
prec. +-0OSE.] =next. 

1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Foraminulous (forami‘niz/los), a. [f. as prec. 
+-0US.] Pierced with fine holes or pores. 

1664 Power ExZ. Philos. 1.3 The eye of a Bee.. black 
and all foraminulous. 172z in Battey. 1884 in Syd. Soc. Lex, 

Foran, Foranent: sce Fornn, ForNENT. 

+ Fora‘neous, 2. Ods.—° [f. med.L. fordne-us 
(Du Cange), f. forum market-place, court of justice 
+ -oUS.] Belonging to a market or court. 

1656 in Brount Glossogr. 1721 in BaiLey, 

Foranger, foringer: see FoRAGER. 

Foranize: see FOREIGNIZE. 

Forarnen: see Forrun in For- ref! 2 and 6b, 

Forasmuch (fprazmv't{), adv. [The phrase 

Jor as much; now written as one word.] Only in 
the conjunctional phrase Forasmuch as: a. In 
consideration that, seeing that, inasmuch as. Now 
somewhat formal or arch. In early use occasion- 
ally with ellipsis of the second as; rarely with 
substitution of that. +b. Occasionally used in 
the etymologically prior sense: So far as, with 
regard to so much as. 

a. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 434 Vor as muche as we mowe 
fle in none manere. c¢x1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) Pref. 2 


For as mykill as it es lang tyme passed. x41r Qodls 
of Parit, (11. 650/2 For as myche Iam a Justice. 14s0- 


1530 Myrr. our Ladye 2 But for as moche as many of 


you .. can not se what the meanynge therof ys: therefore, 
etc. 1606 G, W. tr. Hist. Tustine 119b, Forasmuch that 
this prouision made greatly for his furtherance. 16sr tr. 
De las Coveras’ Hist. Don Fenise 89 Forasmuch an honest 
wife ought to have no other will but that of her husband. 
1732 Leprarp Sethos II. vu. 17 Forasmuch as of all the 
countries included under the torrid zone .. those ., are the 
most expos’d, 1818 Cruise Digest (ed.2) 1V. 489 Forasmuch 
as then the lease would never be at anend. 1879 ButcuEer 
& Lane Odyss, 227 My friend, forasmuch as thou utterly 
beliest me, 

b. 1639 Lp. G, Dicsy Lett. conc. Relig. (1651) 37 For as 
much as belongs to that eating, we are neither defrauded of 
any good by not eating, nor enricht with any good by the 
eating of the sanctified bread, which, for as much as it hath 
of materials, goes into the belly. 1654 Lp. Orrery Parthen. 
(1676) 557 The latter, forasmuch as concerned his bringing 
off, was not difficult. 

+Forastery. Obs. rare. In 7 forastiery. 
[ad. It. forestzeria of same meaning, f. forestiere 
stranger, = Med.L. /forasteri-us, f. foras out of 
doors.] The guest-house (of a monastery). 

1604 R. Parsons 37d Pt. Three Convers. Eng. 246 A more 
learned Doctor..that came sometymes as a ghest to the 
forastiery of the said Monastery of Bury. 

+ Fo'rate, v. Obs. [f. L. forat- ppl. stem of 
Jorare to bore, pierce.] ¢vans. To perforate. 

1657 Tomutnson Renon’s Disp. 105 Well covered with 
a paper not forated, 

Foray (fp're'), sb. Forms: a. 4-8 forray, (5 
ferray), 5forra, 5-7 forrey,(5 forey), 6—7forreie, 
9 foray. 8. Oforrow. [See next vb,] 

1. A hostile or predatory incursion or inroad, a 
raid. + /n, of foray: ona foray. 

Revived in the 19th c. by Sir Walter Scott. 

1375 Barsour Srice 11. 281 Sum sall wend to the forray. 
¢ 1400-20 Fudiciune (Roxb.) 7 Some at ayll howse I fande : 
and som of ferray. ¢c1470 Henry Wadace 1x. 463 Thir four 
hundreth .. A forray kest and sessit mekill gud. cxsqo tr. 
Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camd. No. 29) 16 The forrow was.. 
mainteyned every waye, without resistance. 1633 T. Star- 
ForD Pac. Hib. 1. xili. 82 Had not our Horse been over- 
wearied with their long forrey. 1813 Scorr 7viermz. 1. ii, 
The foray was long, and theskirmish hot. 1865 LivinGsTone 
Zambesi xxiii. 471 The continual forays of Mariano had 
spread ruin and desolation on our south-east. 

transf. and fig. 1822 W. Irvine Braceb. Hall xxv, They 
[the rooks] are apt now and then to issue forth from their 
castles onaforay. 1850 D. G. Mitcueti Rever. of Bachelor 
(1852) 258 Forbid those earnest forays over the borders of 
Now, and on what spoils would the soul live? 

+2. Booty taken in a foray; prey. Also p/. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 6426 Pat neuer of forray art full. cr425 
Wyntoun Cron, vit. xl. 264 Pai na gret Forrais made. 1598 
Grenewey Tacitus’ Ann. m1. vii. (1622) 148 Desirous to hunt 
after pillage and forreies. 

+3. The advance-guard of an army. 

c¢ 1425 Wyntoun Cyvon, vut, xl. 136 Willame of Dowglas, 
pat pan was Ordanyd in Forray for to pas. c1470 HENRY 
Wallace 1x. 468 The forray tuk the pray, and past the 
playn, Towart the park, 1535 Stewart Con. Scot. I. 339 
Neirby in sicht the forrow to reskew. 1577-87 HoLInSHED 
Chron. III. 1216/2 The forreie was a little troubled with 
a fortie or fiftie Scots horssemen. 
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Foray (fp're!), v. Forms: 4-7 forray, (4forra, 
5 forr(e)y, 6 fory, forrow, 7 furrow), 9 foray. 
fa. t. 6-7 forrai(e)d. [ultimately from Rom. 
*fodro (see FORAGE sd.); the precise formation 
and the mutual relation of the vb. and sb, are 
somewhat obscure. 

The supposition most free from difficulties is perh. that 
the sb. is f. the vb., and that the vb. is a back-formation 
from Foravyer (the forms forrow, furrow, may come from 
the form f/wrrour of the sb.). The alternative is to regard 
Foray sé, as a derivative of OF. /forrer to forage (see 
ForaGE sé.), and as having given rise to the Eng. vb.] 

1. trans. To scour or ravage (a country) in search 
of forage or booty ; to pillage; to seize and carry 
off (goods) ; to plunder the property of (a person). 

Revived in the 19th c. by Sir Walter Scott. 

13.. #. 2, Alizt. P. B. 1200 Stoken so strayt, bat pay ne 
stray my3t A fote fro bat forselet to forray no goudes, 1375 
Barsour Bruce xv. 511 Than gert he forray all the land, 
1513 Douctas 4?nezs x1. x. 62 Enee ..A certane horsmen, 
lycht armyt for the nanis, Hes send befor for to forray the 
planis. 1590 Spenser /. Q. 1, xii. 3 Dead now was their 
foe, which them forrayed late. 1644 D. Hume Hist. Ho. 
Douglas 167 Hee was scarce retired, when Creighton.. 
furrowed the lands of Corstorphin. 1810 Scorr Lady of L, 
Iv. xxiii, When Roderick foray’d Devanside. 1852 Miss 
Yonce Cameos I. xxxix. 333 Bruce forayed Cumberland. 

2. intr. To make a raid ; to forage; to pillage. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xix. 643 Na we may forra for to get 
met. ¢1450 JZerli2 179 He herde telle that thei [the saisnes] 
come to forrey. c¢x15q40 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camd. 
No. 29) 37 Certaine companies .. hearing, as they forrowed 
abroad, spoyling the countrey, that [etc.]. 1593 Sc. Acts 
Jas. VI (1597) § 174 Sum quha nightlie and dailie rieuis, 
forrayis, and committis open thieft. 1813 HocG Queen’s 
Wake 196 Yo drive the deer of Otterdale, Or foray on the 
Border side. 1838 Prescorr Ferd. & /s. 1. xv. II, 162 The 
people of Granada. .foraying into the Christian territories. 

Hence Fo'raying v0/. sb., the action of the vb. 

c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxx, 135 Withouten certayne 
scales bat er ordaynd for forraying. 1470-85 MaLory Arthur 
v. ix. 175, I wyl that thou make the redy and goo thyder in 
foreyeng. 1591 Percivatt SP. Dict., Tala, foraying, spoil- 
ing, Depopulatio. 

Forayer (fp'reiox). Forms: 4 forrier, for- 
reyer, ferrour, 4-5 forrayour, forrour, 4-6 
-eour, 5 -ear, ferriour, -your, foreyour, 7 for- 
reiar, 9 forayer. [from two different sources: 
ME. forrier is a.OF. forrier; —med.L. type *fodra- 
rius, f. *fodro fodder (see ForacE sé.); ME. 
forrour, forreour, is a. OF. forreor, agent-n. f. 
Jorrer to forage. The two words coalesced, the 
trisyllabic forms alone surviving, and were re- 
garded as the agent-n. belonging to Foray v.] 

1. One who forays ; a forager, a raider. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 13228 He was 
cheftayn of fforreyers [ovig. foriers]. c1425 WyYNTOUN 
Cron. vit. xl. 144 De Forryowris pare hard ware sete. 1600 
Hoiianp Livy ut, xxxix. (1609) 69 Sending with forreiars 
certaine guides. 1805 Scorr Last Minstr. wv. xvii, Light 
forayers, first, to view the ground, Spurr’d their fleet coursers 
loosely round. y 

+2. A fore-goer, harbinger, messenger, or courier. 

1340 Ayend. 195 Pe guode forriers pet nimepb and agraypeb 
pet hous of paradys to be riche manne. 1377 LancL.P. P2, 
B. xx. 80 Kynd..sent forth his foreioures [v.7~. forreyours, 
forreouris, forreores] feures & fluxes [etc.]. 1549 Comp. 
Scot. xi. 99 Thai var re[n]contrit be the forreours and 
exploratours of the romanis. 

+ Forba‘n, v. Ods.-! In 3 forbonne. [a. OF. 
Sorbannir : see next.] trans. To banish. 

a1250 Owl § Night. 1093 He let forbonne pene cniht pat 
hadde idon so muchel unriht. j 

+ Forbanish, v. Obs. [ad. OF. forbanniss- 
lengthened stem of forbanmnir, f. for-, For- pref.3 
+ bannir to BANISH.] frams, To banish; occas, 
with second obj. of place whence. Also, to dis- 
possess, disinherit. Hence Forba‘nished //. a. 

¢1320 Sir Benes 4309 (MS. A) Pis for-banniiste man Is come 
to be land ajan. c1440 Facob’s Well 62 Pei ben outelawyd, 
or for-banysched pe kynges lond, ¢ 1489 Caxton Sones of 
Aymon iii. 79 Yf ye haue forbanysshed vs, well we know it. 

+ Forbarr, 50. Coal-mining. Obs. [f. For- 
(? pref.2) + Bar sd.] = BARRIER Ig. 

?25.. in WV. & Q. Ser. v. X. 307 [In Durham records 
(34th Rep. Dep. Keeper P. R. 207) is a reference to offences 
committed by miners in cutting through the ‘ forbarres’ 
when working the mines of coal and iron ore.] 

+ Forba‘r, foreba'r, v. Obs. [ad. AF. for- 
barrer, f. for-, For- pref? + barrer to bar.] 

1. ¢rans. To hinder, obstruct, prevent, prohibit 
(an action, event, etc.); to withhold (a thing). 

a@ 1300 Cursor M, 8213 (Cott.) It es na thing bat mai for-barr 
his will, 1303 R. Brunne Handl. Syune 106 Handyl by 
synnes .. Elles forbarre bey pe blys of heune. 13.. Coer 
de L. 3514 Though he forbarre our vytayle. .Offus non schal 
dye for hungyr. ¢ 1380 Wycutr /’ks. (1880) 66 Anticrist hab 
forbarrid pe fredom of goddis lawe. cx450 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 4547 Alle on strenthe pair thrist was sett, Oure 
batelle to forbarre. 

b. To bar, barricade, confine (a person) ; to ob- 


struct (a way). d 

c1350 W202. Palerne 3333 Whi lete 3e foulli 30ur fon for- 
barre 30u her-inne. 1435 Misyn Yzre of Love u. v. 78 pe 
wast wildernes the way forbarris. ‘ 

2. To shut out; to bar, deprive, or exclude (a 
person) ; esp. in Law (see quot. 1607). Const. of, 
From, and with double object. 

[1292 BriTTon Iv. ii § rz Si homage ne le forbarre.] ¢ 1330 





FORBEAR. 


R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 214 Tille ilk a lordyng suld ward 
& relefe falle, Bot tille be kyng no ping, he was forbarred alle. 
1340 HampoLe Pr. Consc. 957 A man at be last forbard may 
be Of be blisful world. c¢ 1430 Lypa. Bochas vi. i. (1554) 146 b, 
He was forbarred..of vittayle. 1574 tr. Lzttleton’s Tenures 
40 b, The Lords nor none other shalbee forbarred of theire 
villaines, 1586 FERNE Blaz. Gentrie 103 It was prouidentlye 
foreseene to forbarre euery person from the wearing of that 
coller except the Knight. 1671 F. Purtiirs Reg, Necess. 387 
The Commons did Petition the King, That none of his Sub- 
jects be fore-barred of their due debts. 

absol. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 8284 Aftir Cnud regned 
Edwarde, Edeldrede sonn, naman forbarde. 

Hence Forba‘rring v0/. sb., the action of the vb. 

¢1449 Pecock Lefr. Iv. iii. 432 Myche forbarring of synnes, 
which ellis wolde come forth. 1502 ARNoLDE Chyoz. (1811) 
287 My Lorde of Winchester. .in forbarring of the Kyngis 
hyghwaye lete drawe the chayne of the stulpis there. 

+ Forbate, 2. Obs. rare. [?f£. OF. forb-er 
to counterfeit + -ATE.] ? Counterfeit, imitation. 

1558 Treasurer's Acc. in Lauder’s Tractate (1864) Pref. 7, 
xxii ellis of forbate taffeteis of syndrie sortes of hewis. 


+ Forba‘the, v. Obs. [f. For- pref.l + Batu 
v.| trans. To bathe deeply, imbrue. 

1430 LypG. Chron. Troy m1. xxvi, He on foote stode All 
forbathed in the grekes bloude. @1547 Surrey 4 xed u1. 
765 Troyé town. . Whose shore hath been so oft for-bath’d in 
blood. 1863 SackvitteE Zxduct. Mirr. Mag. \xi., Con- 
querours hands forbathde in their owne blood, 

Forbear, forebear (fo1bée1, foo-rbéor), sd. 
(Originally Sc.) Forms: 6 foirbear, 6-7 for(e)- 
beer, (6 forebeerar), 5- forbear, 6— forebear. 
[f. For- pref? or Forn- Zref. + BrEr sd.2, lit. one 
who is or exists before.] An ancestor, forefather, 
progenitor (usually more remote thana grandfather). 

c1470 Henry Wadlace 1. 21 His forbearis. .Of hale lynage, 
and trew lyne of Scotland. 1578-1600 Scot. Poems 16th C. 
II. 159 For in this seiknes I was borne And my forebeerars 
me beforne. 1623 Liste U/ric on O. & N. Test. Pref. 
P17 Looke back a little to this outworne dialect of our 
forebeers. 1782 Burns Death Malie 39 So may they 
[sheep] like their great Forbears, For monie a year come 
throthesheers. 1816 Scotr Aztzg.xl, This Roland Cheyne 
+. was my forbear. 1883 D. C. Murray Hearts I. 53 A 
yeoman whose forbears had once owned the land. 

Forbear (fg1bée-1), v. Pa, t. -bore (-b6e'1), pa. 
pple. -borne (-bd-m). Forms; see For gref.t and 
Burak v.; in pa.t.also rarely 5 forbored, 6 -beared. 
[OE. forberan (= OHG. far-, -~fer-, forberan, 
MHG. verdern to restrain, abstain, Goth. /rabarran 
to endure, support) see For- pref.tand Bran v.]} 

+1. trans. To bear, endure, submit to. Ods. 

cx000 /Eirric Hom, in Grein-Wiilcker Prosa III. 72 Se 
mildheorta helend be swa micel forber for us synfullum. 
¢1386 Cuaucer Merch. T. 938, 1 may not .. Forbere to ben 
out of your compagnie. 1570 HE. Etvipen Vewyeres Gift 
304 His bonnden duetie is For to forbeare the payne. 1585 
T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay's Voy. iv. i. 114 b, Hunting .. 
being an. .occasion to use men. .to forbeare heate and cold. 

+2. To bear with, have patience with, put up 


with, tolerate. Ods. (but cf. sense 8). 

6897 K. Etre Gregory's Past. xxi. 150 Deah hit mon 
cudlice wiete, hit is to forberanne, c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. 
xvii, r7 Hu lange for-bere iceow. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 95 
He..forbere monna hufelnesse burh his lidnesse. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 218 Undeawes, bet he er uorber ase he ham nout 
nuste. 1340 Ayend. 148 Panne be guode man .. bereb and 
uorberep alneway be foles. 1413 Pilg. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 
ut. vi. 54 The plente of his grace that hath the forborne. 
1526-34 TINDALE Rev. ii. 2 Thou cannest not forbeare them 
which are evyll. 1624 Carr. SmitH Virginia i. ix. 79, 
I haue forborne your insolencies. 1742 Younc V7, 7/. 1. 
607, I then had wrote What friends might flatter: pru- 
dent foes forbear, A 

+3. To bear up against, control (emotion or de- 
sire). Also vef. to control one’s feelings. Ods. 

Beowulf 1877 (Gr.) Pet he pone breostwylm forberan ne 
mehte. a 1000 Guthlac 775 (Gr.) [Hi] firenlustas forberad 
in breostum, c¢1230 Hadi Meid. 17 Onont ti fleschliche wil 
& ti licomes lust bat tu forberes her. a1300 Cursor M. 
24427 (Cott.) Quen i sagh pus all thinges skurn, vn-feland for 
pair lanerd murn, moght i me noght for-ber. c1430 Syr 
Gener. (Roxb.) 5005 His sorow might not be forborn. 

+b. absol. or zntr. for refi. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. xxxvi. § 1 Hwa meg forberan 
peet he bet ne siofige. c1175 Lamb. Hom.15 Ne beo bu 
nefre ene wra0 per fore, ah forber for drihtenes luue. 1297 
R, Grove. (1724) 526 The king ne mi3te tho uorbere, that he 
ne wep atte laste. cx1300 Beket 72 Hi ne mizte forbere 
nomore; And wope also pitousliche. mare 

+4. To endure the absence or privation of; to 
dispense with, do without, spare (a person or 


thing). Obs. 
c900 tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. xvi. [xxvii.] (1890) 70 Forpon seo 
zeftere cneoris.. alle gemete is to forbeorenne & to forleetenne. 
¢1330 Assump, Virg. (BM. MS.) 60 Peo pat in be temple 
were Ne mi3teno3t hire forbere. 1469 Paston Lett. No. 607 
II. 348 Yt lytyll [money] yt I myght forbere..I haue 
delyutyd to Dawbeney. 1477 /déd. No. 787 III. 175 If 
Syme myght be forborn it wer well done that he [etc.]. 
1862 BuLLeyn BA. Simples 30a, He is the beste bonde slave 
in the common wealthe, and least can be forborne. 1667 
Mitton P. L.1x. 747 Fruits.. Whose taste, too long forborn, 
at first assay Gave elocution to the mute. 
+b. To give up, part with or from, lose. Ods. 
13.. Coer de L. 419 Hys styropes he forbare. ¢1430 Syr 
Gener. (Roxb.) 146 Sith I haue this hert lorn, And my goode 
men forborn. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. vi, She hath for- 
bore Her maydenhead. 1590 Spenser J, Q. 1. i. 53 Whenas 
my wombe her burdein would forbeare, 
+e. To avoid, shun; to keep away from or keep 


from interfering with; to leave alone. Ods. 


FORBEAR. 


1300 Cursor MM. 14560 (Cott.) Pe land o Iude he has for- 
born. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Avt,’s 7. 27, I wolde yow haue toold 
.. But al that thyng I moot as now forbere. c1470 Henry 
Wallace 1, 259 Scho..Forbure the gate for wachis that war 
thar, 1581 Savite Tacitus’ Hist. 1. ii, Offices of honour 
likewise either to beare them, or forbeare them [was a capitall 
crime]. 1598 Yonc Diana 220 Forbeare usa little. . for I will 
not have you beare witnes to the love that I have to impart. 
1607 TorseLt ours. Beasts 755 The beast it selfe liueth 
euermore in shadowy places, forbearing the sun. 1628 Forp 
Lover's Mel. 1. ii, Forbear theroom. 1673 TEMPLE Odserv. 
United Prov. Wks, 1731 1.17 The People in the Country 
forbear the Market. 


5. To abstain or refrain from (some action or 


procedure) ; to cease, desist from. 

c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 39 Mune3ed hem ofte undewes to 
forberen and gode beawes to fol3en. a@1300 Cursor M7. 3454 
(Cott.) Pat pai moght noght pair strif for-bere. c 1425 Seven 
Sag. (P.) 355 And I myghte forbere speche, Seven dayes 
and seven nyght. 1552 Asp. Hamitton Catech. (1884) 30 
Forbeare the eting of swynis flesche, 1655 Sir E. Nicnoias 
in NV. Pafers (Camden) II. 223, I forebore pressing them 
further. 1722 De For Plague (1756) 51 All public Assem- 
blies at other Burials are to be forborn during the Con- 
tinuance of this Visitation. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xxxiv, 
Madman, forbear your frantic jar! 1867 WuitTIER Our 
Master iv, The strife of tongues forbear. 


6. absol. and intr. To abstain, refrain. Const. 


to (also +d) with z2f., also from, + for, of. 

¢1375 XJ Pains Hell (Vernon) 110 in O. E. Misc. 226 To 
heere godus wordus pei han for-born. ¢1400 Rom, Rose 
4751 It is a slowe [z.e. a moth], may not forbere Ragges, 
ribaned with gold, to were. ¢1449 Pecock Repm. 1. xiv. 78 
Y must here therofabstene and forber. 1529 More Dyaloge 
1v. Wks. 286/1 On the morow forbare I to speake with 
hym., 1598 GRENEwEY Zacztus’ Ann. m1, v. (1622) 72 The 
Dictator .. forbare somtime for making any more [lawes]. 
1658 W. Burton Comment. Itin. Antonin. 8, I cannot 
forbear but transcribe all of it hither. 1676 Hoppers Jad 
1. 4o2 From War forbear. @1745 Swirr Hen. J. Lett. 
1768 LV. 278 He commanded his soldiers to forbear. 1751 
Jounson Kambler No. 159 P 6 Few have repented of having 
forborne to speak, 1787 A. Hitpircu Rosa de Montmorien 
I. 140 De Beaufort, whom Strickland could not forbear of 
accusing of unwarrantable caprice. 1841 ELPHINSTONE //7s/. 
Ind. 11. 315 He would have incurred more blame .. if he 
had forborne from attempting to recover them. 1878 B. 
‘Taytor Dezkalion 1. iv, Forbear! The knowledge must 
be mine alone. 1879 M. Arnotp Falkland Mixed Ess. 
234 The lovers of Hampden cannot forbear to extol him 
at Falkland’s expense. 

+b. Mat. (See quots.) Ods. 

1627 Cart. SmitH Seaman's Gram. vi. 27 Forbeare is to 
hold still any oare you are commanded. 1727-90 BatLey, 
forbear (Sea Term], a Word of Command in a Ship’s Boat. 

7. trans. To refrain from using, uttering, men- 
tioning, etc. ; to withhold, keep back. ++ Formerly 
const. from, to, or dative. 

1297 R. Grouc, (Rolls) 1355 As be truage to rome bat non 
vorbore nere. @1300 Cursor MM. 693 (Gott.) Pe scorpion forbar 
his tunge Fra bestis pat he layemonge. c1430 Lypa. Chichev. 
& Byc.in Dodsley O. P/. XII. 334 Meke wyfes. . That neither 
canat beddeneboord Theyrhusbondes nat forbere oon woord. 
1580 Tusser Hs, xill. (1878) 29 The west [wind] to all 
flowers may not beforborne. 1590 Martowe Zdw. //,v. v, 
Stay a while; forbear thy bloody hand. a@1619 FotHErpy 
Atheom. 1. ii, § 2 (1622) 11 Wee are forced to forbeare the 
strongest of our Authorities. 1676 Hosses ///ad 1. 206 Hold 
then. Your sword forbear. 1709 Hearne Codlect. 4 Apr., 
Charlet could not forbear his Venom, 1725 Porr Odyss. 1. 437 
Forbear that dear, disastrous name. 1808 SourHEy in Left, 
(7856) II. 115 You may repent a sarcasm,—you never can 
repent having forborne one. 1884 Ruskin Pleasures Eng. 
16 zote, Gibbon..might have forborne, with grace, his own 
definition of orthodoxy. 

b. reff. To restrain oneself, refrain. rare. 

1535 CoverDALE “sther (Apocr.) xvi. 12 He coude not 
forbeare him self from his pryde. x6rx Bieter 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 21 Forbeare thee from medling with God. 1852 Miss 
YoncE Cameos I, vi. 42 If it be so, forbear thyself to fight, 
1865 Merivate Rom. Emp, VIII. Ixviii. 370, I forbear 
coc. from entering the lists. — 

. To abstain from injuring, punishing, or giving 
way to resentment against (a person or thing); to 
spare, show mercy or indulgence to. Now rare. 
Cf. sense 2, to which this closely approaches. 

1154 O. E, Chron. an. 1137 Ouer sithon ne for-baren hi 
nouther circe ne cyrceierd. cx275 Serm. (Cott.) in O. Z. 
Misc, 188 Pes persones ich wene, Ne beob heo no3t for-bore. 
1393 Lanci. P. P2. C. 1v. 430 He .. For-bar hym and hus 
beste bestes. ¢1470 Henry Wallace 1.169 No for the Pape 
thai wald no kyrkis forber. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. 
(1568) II. 765 His maister gave him in charge not to forbeare 
his rest. @1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. AL. Aurel. (1546) 
Q vb, The quycke fire doth not forbeare the wod be it wette 
or drye. 1606 Brysxett Civ. Life 27, I craue to be forborne 
in this your request. 1618 RaveiGcu in Your C. Eng. Lett. 
37, I forbare all partes of the Spanish Indies. 1665 Six 7. 
Roe's Voy. E. Ind. 438 That scruple they make in forbear- 
ing the lives of the Creatures made for men’s use. 1745 De 
Foe’s Eng. Tradesm. (1841) 1. xiv. 125 He knows whom he 
may best push at, and whom best forbear. 1855 Mi_mMan 
Lat. Chr, (1864) V. 1x. vii. 357 Those who had so long been 
forborne in mercy. 1887 Bowen Virg. Eclog. x. 50 Ah, may 
the splinters icy thy delicate feet forbear ! 

+b. Const. of (a thing). Obs. 

c 1275 Passion Our Lord 158 in O. E, Misc. 41 Vader. .if 
hit may so beo, Of pis ilche calche nv forber bu me. 1529 
More Com. agst. Trib. u. Wks. 1194/1 He would pray God 
forbeare him of the remenaunt. 

e. mtr. (or absol.) To be patient or forbearing ; 
to show forbearance. Const. wth. 

_ The proverbial phrase 70 bear and forbear, now taken 
in this sense, was orig. ¢vavs.: see quot. 1340 in sense 2. 

1591 SHAKS. Two Gent. v. iv. 27 Loue, lend me patience 

to forbeare a while. 1683 Afo/. Prot, France v. 66 He for- 
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bore beyond all Patience. 1725 Porr Odyss. 11. 247 With 
patience I forbear. 1782 Cowrer Mut, Forbearance, The 
kindest and the happiest pair Will find occasion to forbear. 
1826 E. Irvine Babylon I1. 363 He forbore with Austria. 
1842 TENNYSON 7wo Voices 218 Some .. Bore and forbore; 
and did not tire. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Toni's C. xv, She 
. forebore with his failings. 

9. trans. To refrain from enforcing, pressing, or 
demanding; not to urge, press, insist on, or exact. 
Sometimes with double obj. Now rare. + Also 
intr. with of. 

1570 App. Parker Corr. (1852) 374, 1am driven to forbear 
of my ancient rights. 1583 Wuitcirr Lez. in Fuller Ch. 
Hist. 1x. v. § 9 Desiring your Lordships .. to forbear my 
comming thither. 1633 Forp’77s Pity mt. ii, Let me advise 
you here to forbear your suit. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power 
Parl, 11. 20 That all the Acts of Oxenford, should from 
thenceforth be utterly forborne and annulled. 1649 EVELYN 
Ment, (1857) III. 49, I desire you to forbear my reasons, 
till the next return. 1756 JoHnson Life K. of Prussia 
Wks. 1V.542 The claim was forborn. 1858 CarLyLr Fredk. 
Gt, (1865) I. 11. v. 170 And the Corpus-Christi idolatries 
were forborne the Margraf and his company this time. 

b. esp. To abstain from enforcing the payment 
of (money) after it has become due. Now rare. 

1570 Act 13 Eliz. c. 8 § 5 Any Money so to be lent or for- 
born. 1664 W. Hatcin J. Russell Hazgs x. (1881) 273, I can 
have a friend here that will .. forbear it [money] a year and 
ahalf. 1674 JeEakE Avith. (1696) 577 If an Annuity be for- 
born, the Paiments increase as well as the Interest. 1827 
Hurron Course Math, 1. 129 The money lent, or forborn, is 
called the Principal. 1845 STEPHEN Comm. Laws Eng. 
(1874) II. 16x Such [debts] as were incurred or forborne by 
means of fraud. 

absol, 1886 Bouvier Law Dict. s.v., When the creditor 
agrees to forbear with his debtor. 

Forbea‘rable a. [f. ForBEAR v. + -ABLE.] a. 
Ready to forbear, patient, indulgent (ods.). b. 
That may be forborne or dispensed with. 

1465 Paston Lett. No. 518 II. 216, I founde the juges ryght 
gentell and forberable tome. 1803 W. Taytor in Anz. Rev. 
1, 362 The commerce of inland towns consists in the manu- 
facture of forbearable articles. 


Forbearance (fpibé'rans). [f.asprec. + -ANCE. 

Originally (like abearance) a legal term (sense 3), which 
accounts for the hybrid formation.] 

1. The action or habit of forbearing, dispensing 
with, refraining or abstaining from (some action 
or thing). Const. of, from, to with z2f. 


1591 Suaks. 1 Hen. V/, u1. iv. 19 Tut, tut, here isa mannerly 
forbearance. 1593 — (zch. //, Iv. i. 120 ‘True Noblenesse 
would Learne him forbearance from so foule a Wrong. 
1627-77 FeLttHaM (Resolves 1, xxvi. 45 Bad, both in action, 
and forbearance! 1634 CaNNE WVecess. Separ. (1849) 95, 
I might here instance Daniel’s forbearance of the king’s 
meats. 1750 JoHNSoN Rambler No. 19 P3 Without any .. 
remarkable forbearance of the common amusements of young 
men. 1765 H, WALPOLE Otranto iv. (1798) 65 His forbear- 
ance to obey would be more alarming. 1825 T. JEFFERSON 
Autobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 39 Laws which rendered criminal. . 
the forbearance of repairing to church. @1871 Grote Z¢h. 
Fragm. i, (1876) 12 The various acts and forbearances which 
a man supposes to constitute the sum of his duty. 

2. Forbearing conduct or spirit; patient endur- 
ance under provocation ; indulgence, lenity. 

1599 Porter Axery Wom. Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 41 Com- 
mending the vertue of patience or forbearance, 1645 Bp. 
Hai Remedy Discontents 43 If their sufferings be just, 
my forbearances are mercifull. 1741 MipDLETON Cicero II. 
x. 412, I have now put an end to my forbearance of him. 
1831 Brewster WVezu¢on (1855) II. xxiv. 314 The man of the 
world treats the institutions of religion with more respect 
and forbearance. 

8. Abstinence from enforcing what is due, esf. 
the payment of a debt. 

1576 FLeminc Panofl. Epist. 385 You are forced (because 
of credit and forbearaunce) to give a greater price. 1590 
ReEcorve, etc. Gv. Arts (1640) 495 What is wonne or lost in 
the 1oo pound forbearance for 12 moneths, 1691 Locke 
Lower. Interest Wks. 1727 Il. 31 In Debts and Forbear- 
ances, where Contract has not settled it between the Parties. 
1773 Act 13 Geo. ITT, c. 63 § 30 No Subject..shall..take.. 
above the Value of twelve Pounds for the Forbearance of 
one hundred Pounds for a Year. 1827 Hutton Course 
Math, 1. 129 Interest is the premium or sum allowed for the 
loan, or forbearance of money. 

Prov. 1399 Porter Angry Wom. Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 41 
Forbearance is no quittance. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. x. 53 
He. .soon shall find Forbearance no acquittance, 

+4. Comb.: forbearance money, money paid 
to a creditor (in addition to the interest) for allow- 
ing the repayment of a loan to be deferred beyond 
the stipulated time. 

1668 Septey Mulberry Gard. u. ii, Thou and I might live 
comfortably on the forbearance money, and let the interest 
run on. 1751 E, Haywoop Betsy Thoughtless 11. xiv. 155 It 
must be that she has kept it [the penalty of a bond] off by 
large interest and forbearance-money. 

transf. (allusively). 1814 Scorr Drama (1874) 220 Foote.. 
was only anxious to extort forbearance-money from the timid. 

Forbearant (fpibéerant), a. [f. as prec. + 
-ANT.] Forbearing, indulgent, patient. 

1642 R. Harris Sevm. Ps. x. 14,17 p. 32 God is Wisdome it 
selfe; and therefore forbearant. 1830 Examiner 419/2 The 
temper of George IV may have been forbearant. 1859 SMILES 
Self-Help xii. (1860) 342 The world at large is not so for- 
bearant. 

Hence Forbea‘rantly adv, 

1855 in Ocitvie Suppl., whence in mod. Dicts. 

Forbearer (fpibé*'rar). [f. FoRBEAR 2, + -ER1,] 
One who or that which forbears. 

1570 Act 13 Eliz. c. 8 § 5 Contracts .. whereupon is not 
reserved, .to the Lender, Contracter, Shifter, Forbearer or 
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Deliverer, above the Sum of ten Pound. 1580 Tusser /usé. 
xiii. (1878) 29 The West [wind] as a father all goodnesse 
doth bring, The East a forbearer, no manner of thing. 1642 
J. Batt Answ. Canne Pref., Hee lived and dyed a strict 
forbearer .. of all such corruptions. 1755 JouNnson, /or- 
bearer, an intermitter ; interceptor of any thing. 


Forbearing (ffiberin), vd/. sd. [f. as prec. 
+ -1nG1.] The action of the vb. FoRBEAR. 

13.. K. Adis. 3826 There was yeve no forberyng; By- 
tweone favasour and kyng. 13.. Minor Poems fr. Vernon 
MS. xxx11. 780 Worschupe pou folly filesch-fadur..And pat 
in two Maner of binges: In boxumnesse and for-berynges. 
¢ 1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. Ixxxi, What 
is synne but a wanting or a forberyng of good. 1529 
Supplic. to King 41 Forbearinge of bodely workes & kep- 
inge ydle holy dayes. 1533 More Afol. xii. 9tb, The 
leuyng out of felonye, sacrylege, & murder, is rather a 
token of wylynes then any forbering or fauour. 1570 
Act 13 Eliz. c. 8 § 5 The Loan or forbearing of a hundred 
Pound for one Year. 1641 Hinpve ¥. Bruen v. 16 The for- 
bearing of meats and drinks. 1659 Hammonp Oz Ps. x. 13 
Paraphr. 55 Thy longanimity in forbearing of wicked men. 


Forbearing (ffibéorin), 2/. a. [f. as prec. 
+-ING2.] That forbears; patient under provoca- 
tion, long-suffering ; -+ abstinent. ' 

c1428 Eng. Conquest Ivel, xxxvi. (1896) 88 He was .. [of] 
mete, & of drynke ful meen & for-berynge. 1611 Biste 
2 Tim. ii, 24 The seruant of the Lord must not striue: but 
bee gentle vnto all men.. patient [7arg. Or, forbearing]. 
1782 Cowrer Zable 7. 40x There is a time .. For long-for- 
bearing clemency to wait. 1853 C. Bronre Villette x. 
(1876) 85 Madame Beck was. .forbearing with all the world. 

Hence Forbea‘ringly adv., Forbea‘ringness. 

1831 Examiner 660/2 The fitness of whipping Mr. Muir 
was .. forbearingly negatived. 1855 CLARKE Dict., Hor- 
bearingness. 1874 Heirs Soc. Press. xxv. (1875) 406 Con- 
siderations of pity, tenderness, and forbearingness. 

+ Forbea‘t, v. Obs. For forms see Brat v, 
[f.For- pref. + Beat v.] a. zvans.To beat severely; 
to cover with bruises or stripes. b. To beat down, 
overcome. ¢. fa. pple. only. Of a path; Well- 
beaten or trodden. 

1393 Lanct. P. P2. c. xx. 198 So elde and hue hit hadde 
a-feynted and forbete. cx4z0 Anturs of Arth. li, Alle 
blake was thayre brees, forbetun with brandis. c¢ 1430 
Hymns Virg. (1867) 29 Al his fleisch bloodi for-bete. ¢ 1430 
Piler. Lif Manhode i. \xxii. (1869) 103 ‘Thou art not the 
firste pilgrime .. the wey is al forbeten. ¢1470 HarpinG 
Chron, xxxiv. v, This king .. Came home agayn .. All for- 
beten. 

Forbecause: see Because A. 1 and B. 1. 

+ Forbed, #//. a. [f. *forbe, a. OF . forbir (see 
FURBISH v.) +-ED 1.] = FURBISHED. 

1413 Piler. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1v. xxxvi. 84 The honoure 
of suche persones is clene forbed harneys. 

+Forbehe'st. Ols—' [f. For- pref2 + Br- 
HEST.] A promise previously given, 

a1400 Prymer in Maskell Mon. Rit. (1875) II. 75 That 
we be maad worthi to the forbiheestis of crist. 

+ Forbi'd, 52. Obs. rave. [f. next vb.] A for- 
bidding. (Cf. ForBoDE sé.) 

1602 W. Watson Decacordon 338 For what is more in- 
nouate preposterous, and beyond all gods forbid, then this 


new fanglenes in you to prefer [etc. ]. 1740 CHEYNE Regimen 
ii. 72 With what an evident Forbid, the Jewish Law directs 


this permit of animal Food. 

Forbid (fgibi‘d), v. Pa. t. forbad, forbade 
(-bee'd); pa. pple. forbidden (-bi'd’n). Forms: 
Injin. 1-2 forbéodan (north. forbéada), 2-4 for- 
beoden, 3-5 forbede(n, -yn, (4 -bedd, -beed, 
5 -bidde, -bide, -byde), 4-6 Sc. forbeid, (7 for- 
bidd), 4-forbid. /a.7¢.1 forbéad, 2~3 forbead, 
(3 -beed, -bet(t), 3-5 forbed(e, forbode, (4 -baad, 
-badde, -bed, -beed), 5 -bat (6, 7 -bod(de), 6-8 
forbid, 4— forbad, forbade. /a. pple. 1 for- 
boden, 3—-6forbode(n, (5 -bade,-bed(e), 5-8 for- 
bod(de(n, 6-9 forbid, 6— forbidden. Also weak 
pa. t. 4 forbedde, -bedid, fa. pple. 5 forbedd. 
[OE. forbéodan, pa. t. forbéad, pl. -budon, pa. pple. 
Jorboden, f. For- pref. + béodan to Bip; = OFris. 
Jorbiada, Du. verbieden, OHG. far-, forpiotan 
(MHG, and Ger. verdzeten), Goth. faurbiudan. 
Cf. ON. fyrirbidda.] 

1. ¢rans. To command (a person or persons) not 
to do, have, use, or indulge in (something), or not 
to enter (a place); to prohibit. In many diverse 
constructions. 

a. with double object, of the person (orig. dative), 
and of the thing prohibited. Also in fass. with 
either the person or the thing as subject; in the latter 
case, the indirect obj., if a sb., is preceded by /o, 

O. E. Chron. an. 1048 And cwx® bet se papa hit him for- 
boden hefde. a@x175 Cott. Hom. 223 Hwi for-bead 3eu god 
pes trowes westm. cx12s0 Gen. § Ex. 2984 Anon dis fole 
fore he for-bead. ax1300 Cursor M, 13029 (Cott.) He for- 
bedd him pat womman, c1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 9158 He .. Pat beym be lond furst furbed. ¢ 1386 
Cuaucer Wife's Prol. 519 Forbeed us thing, and that 
desire we. c1394 P. Pl. Crede 769 God wold .. fals 
freres [were] forboden pe fayre ladis chaumbres! 1450- 
1530 Myrr. our Ladye 2t That is forboden ys by holy 
chirche. 1529 RasteLt Pastyme, Hist. Rom. (1811) 29 It 
was ordeynyd that preestis Grekes myght haue wyfis, which 
to preestis Latens was forboden. 1597 SHAxKs. Lover's 
Compl. 164'To be forbid the sweets that seemes so good. 
1609 Doutanp Ornith. Microl. 20 There be some other 
Interuals, very rare, and forbidden to yong beginners. 
1697 DryDEN Zneid v1. 760 The chaste and holy Race Are 
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all forbidden this polluted Place. 1x7x0 Lapy M. W. Mon- 
tacu Let. Burnet 20 July, My sex is usually forbid studies 
of this nature. 1793 CowrEer Ox Spaniel Beau ii, Against 
my orders, whom you heard Forbidding you the prey. 1838 
Lytron Levz/a 1. ii, When strength and courage are forbid 
me. 1849 Macautay /7st. Eng. 11. 351 The archbishop.. 
had long been forbidden the court. 1853 J. H. Newman 
Hist. Sk. (1873) I. 1. iv. 187 Their [the Turks’] religion 
forbids them every sort of painting. 1865 Dickens JZ2t. 
Fr. 1. vi, Will you forbid him the house where I know he 
is safe? 

b. with personal object (in OE. either daz. or 
accus.) and an infinitive (formerly with for Zo; rarely 


without #0) as second object. 

cx1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xix. 14 Nelle ze hig, for-beodan 
cuman to me. c¢1200 OrMIN 6499 Till Herode king onn3enn 
He be33m forrbeed to turrnenn. a1z225 Ancr. R. 54 Pe 
eppel bet ich loke on is forbode me to etene,.& nout forto 
biholden. 1382 Wycur Acts xvi. 6 Thei..weren forbodyn 
of the Hooly Gost for to speke the word of God in Asya. 
cx4sgo tr. De Jmitatione 1. xxv, He lackip inwarde comfort, 
& he is forboden to seke eny outwarde. 1562 BuLLEYN 
Dial. Soarnes & Chir. 42b, We be also forboden to use 
repercussiues. 1611 SHAKs. Wint, T.1. ii. 427 You may 
as well Forbid the Sea for to obey the Moone. a1618 J. 
Davies Wits Pilgr. (Grosart) 19/1 But .. I am forbod .. to 
tellit you. 1817 Lp. ELttensoroucH in Maule & Selwyn 
Rep, V1. 316 He distinctly forbids the defendants to accept 
any more of their drafts, 


+c. with personal obj. and negative clause. Ods. 

O. E. Chron. an. 675 Swa ic for beode pe and ealle be 
biscopas pe zfter de cumon.. bat ze nan onsting ne hauen 
of pat mynstre. a@1225 Aucr. R. 256 Ich forbeode ou pet 
non of ou ne ileue pes deofles sondesmon. ¢1275 Passion 
581 in O. £. Misc. 53 Iesus.. hire po for-bed, Pat heo 
attryne ne scolde his honde ne his fet. 1387 TREvISA 
Higden (Rolls) I. 85 By bese trees pe grete kyng Alexander 
was forbode, bat he schulde neuere come in Babylon. 1599 
Suaxs. Pass. Pilger. 124 She silly Queene.. Forbad the boy 
he should not passe those grounds. 

d. with omission of personal object, and with 
the thing prohibited expressed (@) by sb. or pron. 
Ck const. from); (6) by an infinitive; (¢) by an 
obj.-sentence (in early use with a negative, which 
the later idiom omits); (@) by object and infinitive. 

(a) ¢ 1178 Lamb. Hom. 1153 He scal..heordom for-beodan. 
ce12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 13 Pe holie boc hit forbet. 1340 
Ayenb. 8 Ine pis heste ys uorbede zenne of hate. 1477 
Norton Ord. Alch. i. in Ashm. (1652) 15 Almighty God 
From Great Doctours hath this Science forbod. 1533 ELyor 

- Cast. Helthe (1539) 78 b, Wyne is not to be forboden. 1671 
Lavy M. Bertie in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 
23 They say the King hath put out a Proclamation to for- 
bid maskerades. 1730 A. Gorpon Maffez's Amphith. 67 In 
the Year 325, Gladiators were expressly forbid. 1875 JowETr 
Plato (ed. 2) V. 34, I..think that the Lacedaemonian law- 
giver was right in forbidding pleasure. 

() 13.. Z. £. Allit. P. B. 1147 To defowle hit euer vpon 
folde fast he forbedes. 1526-34 TINDALE Lwke xxiii. 2 For- 
biddynge to paye tribute to Cesar. 1723 State of Russia 
II. 282 For which reason he had forbidden to carry anybody 
of his Majesty’s Retinue over the River. 

(c) c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke xxiii. 2 For-beodende pet man 
pam casere gafol ne sealde. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 496 The 
king..vorbed that me ne ssolde non of is lond sowe. 1340 
Ayenbd. 8 Pis heste uorbyet pet non ne ssel slaze obren. 1450- 
1530 AZyrr. our Ladye 7x Yt is forboden vnder payne of 
cursynge, that no man shulde haue ne drawe eny texte of 
holy scrypture in to Englysshe. 1619 Brent tr. Sarfi's 
Counc. Trent ww. (1629) 355 It was forbid..that the Patrone 
..should not make the presentation to any but the Bishop. 
1658 W. Burton Comment. Itin. Antonin. 121 He forbad 
that not any body should. .use a silver drinking cup. 

(d) 1382 Wyctir Luke xxiii. 2 Forbedinge tributis to 
be 3ouun to Cesar. 1651 Hozspes Leviath. 1. xxvi. 137 
Another Law, that forbiddeth it to be put in execution. 
1763 J. Brown Poetry § JTus. v. 75 This [the Swiss] Song 
..is forbid to be sung among their Regiments hired in the 
Service of other Nations, 1865 Knicur Sch. Hist. Eng. iv. 
ris The governor of the Castle forbad the Church Service 
to be performed. 

e. with the personal object only. Const. from, 


+ of (a thing). Now rare. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 27 He pe wule forbeode of his ejane 
onsiht. 13.. Coer de L. 3795 In Godys name I thee for- 
bede.. Ryche ne pore lat non leve. c1q00 Maunpeyv. (1839) 
viii, 87 Therefore wolde he [David] make the Temple in that 
place: but oure Lord forbade him. 1526 Pilger. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 8b, I forbede all syngular persones from 
the studyenge of this treatyse. 1533 J. HrEywoop Pardoner 
g F. Bij b, Ofall temporall seruice are we forbode. 1596 

PENSER /’, Q, vi. vi. 18 Whom though he oft forbad, Yet 
for no bidding .. Would he restrayned be from his attende- 
ment, 1840 THIRLWALL Greece VII. 117 The soldiers wished 
to take part in it also; and, though forbidden, forced their 
way into the palace. 184x Lane Arad. Nts. I. 122 He 
forbade both men and women from entering them, 1851 
Hussey Papal Power ii. 61 He forbad Hilary Bishop of 
Narbonne from all metropolitan rights. 

f. absol. or with ellipsis of both objects. 

rsgt Suaxs. 1 Hen. VI, 1. ili. 19 Haue patience Noble 
Duke, I may not open, The Cardinall of Winchester forbids! 
1667 Mitton P. L. v. 62 Forbid who will, none shall from 
me withhold Longer thy offerd good. 

2. In various modified uses. 

a. fig. To exclude, keep back, hinder, restrain. 

Now chiefly of circumstances, conditions, etc.: To 
constitute a prohibition or imperative reason 


against ; to render impossible or undesirable. 
¢1000 Ags. Ps. cxix. 101 (Spelm.) Fram eallum wege yfelu 
ic forbead fet mine. «1340 HamroLe Psaltey xxxiil. 13 
For bede pi tonge fra ill. 1388 Wvyciir Fer. v. 25 3oure 
synnes forbediden good fro zou. 1573 Barer Ady. F 847 
To forbidde, to lette, to stoppe, 77Aibeo. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 596 The way to hasten the Breeding of Salt-Petre, is to 
forbid the Sunne, and the Growth of Vegetables, 1697 
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Dryvden Vie. Georg. 11. 740 Clouds of smouldring Smoke 
forbad the Sacrifice. 1715-20 Pore J//ad xu. 148 Whose 
spreading arms.. Forbid the tempest and protect the ground. 
1750 Gray Elegy xvii, Th’ Applause of list’ning Senates to 
command..Their Lot forbad. 1799 SHERIDAN Pizarro Iv.1, 
The state I left her in forbids all hope. 1863 Fr. A. 
Kempe Resid. in Georgia 19 A pool, that effectually 
forbids the foot of the explorer. 1869 J. Martineau Ess. 
II. 138 His limits forbade him to draw copiously. 1870 
Houxtey Crit, §& Addr. (1890) 51 The Bible .. forbids the 
veriest_ hind .. to be ignorant of the existence of other 
countries and other civilizations. 

In deprecatory phr. God, Heaven, the Lord 
Jorbid, usually with a clause or sentence as direct 
object, rarely with an indirect object; also adso/. as 
an exclamation. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 8 Pet God forbeode ou. a@1300 Cursor 
M. 4372 (Cott.) Godd forbedd i suld him suike. 1375 
Barsour Brice xi. 255, | warne 3ow of a thing, To happyn 
thamme (as god forbeid!) ¢1385 Cuaucer L.G. W. g10 
Thisbe, God forbede but a woman can Ben as trewe and 
lovynge asa man. a 1400-50 Alexander 5590 Nay, dri3tin 
for-bede! ¢1470 Henry Wallace v. 624 Gret God forbede 
it suld be so with this. 1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) 
II. 760 Our Lorde forbid that ye love together the worsse 
for the selfe same cause that ye ought to love together the 
better. c 1592 MarLowe Massacre Paris. iii, The Heavens 
forbid your highness such mishap! x60r SuHaks. Twel, NV. 1. 
ii. 19 Fortune forbid my out-side haue not charm’d her. 
1606 — Ty. §: Cr. 11, iii, 208 This L{ord] goetohim? Jupiter 
forbid. 161x Brste 1 Chrox. xi. 19 My God forbid it mee 
that I should doe this thing. —Gad. ii. 7 God forbid. 1712-4 
Porte Rape Lock iv. 105 Gods! shall the ravisher display 
your hair, While the Fops envy..Honour forbid! 1738 — 
Epil, Sat. 1. 105 Good Heav’n forbid, that I should blast 
their glory. 1875 Jowetr Pazo (ed, 2) 1.34 Do you mean 
a knowledge of shoemaking? God forbid. 
+e. with weakened sense: To argue or give 


one’s opinion against. Obs. 

c1205 Lay. 30244 Summe hit gonnen reden summe to 

for-beoden. 
+d. To deny, refuse. Ods. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke vi. 29 Ne for-beod him no pine 
tunecan. ¢1205 Lay. 30226 Whader he hit wolde iunne 
oder him for-beode. 1483 Cath. Angi. 137/2 To Forbed, 
abdicare, abnuere. 

+e. To defy, challenge. 

1888 Br, ANDREWES S¢77, 1 Tim. vi. 17-19, I forbid them 
..to shew mee in Rhemes or in Rome .. such a shew as we 
have seene here these last two daies. 

+f. To lay under a ban, curse, interdict. 

1605 SHaxs. MJacb. 1. ili. 2t He shall line a man forbid. 
1819 B. Cornwatt Dram. Scenes, Werner ii, Oh, I shall 
pass .. my time in solitude..a man forbidden. 

+8. To countermand. Ods. rare. 

166s Sir W. Coventry in Pepys’ Diary VI. 106 Some 
[ships] were ordered and others forbid. 

+4. To put off for a time, to postpone. Ods. 

[Perh. another word (?*/or-dide), or an erroneous use : 
Caxton has _forborn, which expresses the sense.] 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 339 Iosue .. renewede be 
circumsicioun pat was forbode fourty 3ere in wyldernesse. 
Ibid. 111. 51 Olympiades..was i-holde ones in fyue 3ere, 
lesth he schulde be for3ete and it were lengere forbode. 


+ Forbid, 7//. a. Obs. = ForBippEN. Forbid 


tree (see quot. 1662). 

1592 Davies Jzmort. Soul Introd. vii, By tasting of that 
Fruit forbid. 1662 Pepys Diary 14 Aug., Many trees there 
[Forest of Dean] left at a great fall in Edward the Third’s 
time, by the name of forbid-trees, which at this day are 
called vorbid trees, 


+ Forbiddable, z. 0ds.—* 
-ABLE.] That may be forbidden. 
¢ 1449 Prcock Repr. 470 In which thei ben forbedable. 
Forbi'ddal. zonce-wd. [f. ForBrD v. + -a.] 


The act of forbidding. 

1835 Lyrron Rzensi mt. ii, Nay, sweet lady mine, no 
forbiddal ! & 

Forbiddance (fpibi‘dans). [f. as prec. + 
-ANOE.] The action of forbidding, an instance of 
this; prohibition, interdiction; also, a command or 


edict against (something). 

1608-11 Br. Hatt ZZist. v, Forbiddance doth but whet 
desire. 1739 Cisper AZol, (1756) 1. 180 This absolute forbid- 
dance of what they had more mind to have been entertain’d 
with. 1855 R. Bove B, v. Wiseman 26 The act of for- 
biddance to say mass. 1873 Ourpa Pascarél I. 98 My 
father’s forbiddance had taken from me many of my old 


pleasures. se 

Forbidden (fpibid’n), #//. a. [pa. pple. of 
Forsip v.] In senses of the vb. 

c1z00 Trin. Coll. Hont. 35 Pe forbodene appel. a@ 1300 
Cursor M. 19861 (Cott.) Forboden beistes war [sc. pai] in 
lede. ¢1465 Ang. Chron. (Camden 1856) 57 That the said 
maister Thomas sholde say massis in forboden .. placez. 
1513 Doucias 4? xeis 1. ix. 128 Quhen scho to Troy forbodyn 
hymeneus socht. 1588 Suaxs. LZ. L. L, 11. i. 26 Before we 
enter his forbidden gates. 1619 Brent tr. Sarfi’s Counc. 
Trent ut. (1629) 293 To eate..forbidden meates, in Lent. 
1782 Cowrer Retirent. 216 His hours of leisure..employs 
In drawing pictures of forbidden joys, @ 1839 PRaED Poems 
(1864) II. 109, I entered that forbidden room, 

b. spec. Forbidden degrees, certain degrees of 
relationship within which persons are forbidden to 
marry; forbidden fruit, (a) that forbidden to Adam 
(Gen. ii. 17), also fig.; (6) hence, a name given to 
several varieties of Citrus, esp. C. decumana ; 


+ forbidden time (Sc. Law), the close time for fish. 

1609 SKENE Qvon, Attach. \xxxvii. heading, Of forbiddin 
Tyme in Fishing. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. 111. il, § 5 
He required from him the observance of that positive 
command of not eating of the forbidden fruit. 1663 //age/- 
lum or O. Cromwell (ed, 2) 5 The stealing and tasting of 


[f. Forpip v, + 





FORBLOW. 


the forbidden fruit of Soveraignty. 1818 M. G. Lewis 

Frnt. W. Ind. (1834) 212 Some sweet oranges, others bitter 
ones, others again forbidden fruit. 1858 Stmmonps Dict. 
Trade, Pomelloes, a name under which forbidden fruit is 
sometimes sold in this country by fruiterers. 1866 77eas. 
Bot., Forbidden Fruit Cztrus Paradist.—(of London) a 
variety of the shaddock C. decumana. 1872 Gloss. Eccl. 
Terms (ed. Shipley), Horbidden Degrees. 

Hence Forbi'ddenly adv.; Forbi'ddenness. 

rw61r SHaxs. Wint. 7.1. ii. 417 He thinkes..that you 
haue toucht his Queene Forbiddenly. 1647 Boyte Disc, 
agst. Swearing vii. Wks. 1772 VI. 10 Since the sinfulness 
of swearing does consist, not in the diversity of our oaths, 
but in their forbiddenness. 1744 Bircu Life Boyle 41 
Nothing but the forbiddenness of self-dispatch hindered his 
acting it. 

Forbidder (fpabida1). [f. Forprp v.+ -ER1.] 
One who forbids. 

c1449 Precock Refr. v. ii. 92 Forbeders whiche wolden 
forbede wedding. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 253 
A forbydder of the trybute to be payed to Cesar, 1643 
Mitton Divorce u. xx. (1851) 118 The Papists..are the 
strictest forbidders of divorce. 1849 Curzon Visits Monast, 
i, ro Another attendant upon public.men, who. .is called a 
yassakji, or forbidder. 

Forbidding (fprbi-din), v7. sd. [see -1ne!.] 
The action of the vb. ForB1D ; a prohibition. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 20527 (Cott.) He ete ogain mi forbidding. 
¢1380 Wyciir Ws. (1880) 85 Pis forbedyng is colourid by 
holynesse. 1601 Donne Progr. Soul ix. Poems (1633) 5 Her 
whom the first man did wive, Whom, and her race, only 
forbiddings drive. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1x. 753 But his 
forbidding Commends thee more. 1740 CHEYNE Regimen 
142 It amounts almost to a total Forbidding. 

Forbidding (fpibidin), 2A/. a. [see -1NG ?.] 

1. That forbids, in senses of the vb. 

1573 Barer Aly, F 849 Forbidding, vetans. 1667 Mitton 
P. L. u. 475 But they Dreaded not more th’ adventure 
then his voice Forbidding. yj 

2. esp. That forbids, or disinclines to, a nearer ap- 
proach; repellent, repulsive, uninviting: a. chiefly 
of a person, his manner, looks, etc. 

1712 BupcELit Spect. No. 301 P 2 That awful Cast of the 
Eye and forbidding Frown. 1717 BerKeLey Jour in Italy 
3 June Wks. 1871 IV. 560 Doors and entrances of the 
houses dirty and forbidding. 1837 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 
II. 199 A forbidding-looking creature. 1840 DickENns Old C, 
Shop iii, An elderly man of remarkably hard features and 
forbidding aspect. 1863 Fr. A. KemBie Resid. in Georgia 
21, I do not know that I ever saw any winged creature of 
so forbidding an aspect. 

b. of a country, sea-coast, the weather, etc. 

1726 SHELVocKE Voy. round World (1757) 280 Although 
the land isso desart and forbidding. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. 
II. xxvi. 264 We saw the same forbidding wall of belt-ice. 
1860 Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 262 The coast .. is exceed- 
ingly rocky and forbidding. 1887 T. Harpy Woodlanders 
II. i; 8 The morning looked forbidding enough. 

Hence Forbi'ddingly adv.; Forbi'ddingness. 

1848 Craic, Forbiddingly, 1880 KINGLAKE Crimea VI 
vi. 75 The.. Ravine. .[was] forbiddingly hard to crest. 1883 
E. P. Ror in Harfer’s Mag. Dec. 45/1 The Beacon hills.. 
frown forbiddingly. 

+ Forbind, v. Obs. [OE. forbindan, f. For- 
pref + bindan to BinD.] trans. To bind up. 

¢897 K. AUtrrep Gregory's Past. xvi. 104 Ne forbinde ge 
no dem derscendum oxum done mud. @ 1200 in Fragui. 
At lfric's Gloss, (1838) 5 Peet wrecche wif .. forbindep pees 
dedan mub. c1200 OrmIn 4524 Itt forrbindepp all pweorrt 
ut & blendebp manness heorrte. 

+Forbirth. Obs. rare. In 4 forbirth(e, 
-burth(e. [f. For- pref2+ Brrtu. Cf, Ger. vor- 
geburt.| a. Birthright. b. The first-born. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 3518 (Cott.) Esau his forbirth sald. 27d. 
6091 (Gétt.) All be for-birthis sal i sla. 

Forbish, obs. form of FuRBISH. 

+ Forbi'te, v. Ods. Pa. t. 3 forbat, -bot. [f. 
For- prefl + Brre v.; =Du. verbijten, Ger. ver- 
beiszen.| trans. To bite. Also transf. and fig. 

¢ 1208 Lay, 6497 Pat deor..rasde o bene stede and for-bat 
him pa breste. 1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) App. 76 Pat luber 
dur op sturte forbot his stedes breste. 1377 Lanet. P. Pl. 
B. xvr.35 The Flesshe is a fel wynde. .forbiteth the blosmes. 
1586 J. Hooxer Giradd. Jrel, in Holinshed 11. 87/2 When 
his braines are forebitten with a bottle of nappie ale. 

Forblack: see For- pref 10. 

+ Forblee’d, v. Ods. [f. For- pref + Bruen. 
Cf. Ger. verbluten.] In pa. pple. Forble'd: ex- 
hausted with bleeding; covered with blood. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 24395 (Cott.) Quen bat mi sun was al 
for-bled. 1387 Trevisa Yigden (Rolls) VII. 35 He was i- 
drawe al aboute be feeldes .. al forbled. 1470-85 MAtory 
Arthur x, xxx, Sir Tristram waxte faynte and forbledde. 
1496 Dives & Paup. (W. de W.) vi. xv. 257/2 Hesente home 
his sharte full of woundes and of holes and all forbleded. 


1535 STEWART Cvon. Scot. (1858) I. 306 All the laif, rycht 


bludie and forbled, Tha left the feild. 

+Forblend, v.! 00s! _[f. For- prefl + 
BLEND v.l; =Ger. verblenden.] trans, Yo blind. 

¢1z00 ORMIN 2085 Sinne. . Forrblendepp all pin heorrte, 

+Forblend, v.2 Ods.-1 [f. For- pref + 
BLEND v7.2] ¢rans. To confound. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 18056 (Cott.) Min wicked werkes eke 
For-blended wer thoru his aun speke. 

Forbliss: see For- pref 9. 

+ Forblow’, v. Oés. [OE. forbldwan, f, For- 
pref + bléwan to Buow.] ¢rans. a. To blow 
about or away. b. To blow out, inflate. 

c893 K. ALFRED Ores. v. iv. § 5 Com an wind, ond for- 
bleow hie ut on sz. cx1000 Sax, Leechd. II. 240 Gif mon 
sie forblawen. 1393 Gower Conf. I, 160 The ioe 

v 


FORBODE. 


forstormed and forblowe. 1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 
ul. ii. so A grete bely ful of wynd forbolned and forblowen, 

Hence Forblow'n, Forblow'ing /7/. adjs. 

14.. Lype. Life VV. M. xviii. (1484) Cvj, With your forblowe 
blowying vanyte. [AZS. Ashmz. 39 f. 28 b, has ;—youre for- 
blowynge vanite.] 

+ Forbo'de, sd. Ods. exc. arch. Forms: 1-6 
forbod (6 forbodd), 3-7, 9 forbode, 3, 5 forbot 
(5-bote), 5-6 forbott. [OE. forbod, f. forbéodan 
to ForBip; = Du. verdod, MHG., mod.Ger. verbot, 
ON. forbod.] A forbidding ; a prohibition, inter- 
diction, prohibitory ordinance. 70 lay tn forbode : 
to put under prohibition, to prohibit. 

axooo Pol, Laws Atlfred xii, Gewitnes pet hit para 
manna forbod were. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 11 No prest 
ne mai him chastien, ne mid forbode, ne mid scrifte, ne mid 
cursinge. a 1300 Cursor M. 765 (Cott.) Our lauerd in forbot 
has it laid. c1449 Pecock Ref. 11. iii. 291 If eny oon 
forbode, maad in Iewis lawe to preestis, schulde binde 
also Cristen preestis. 1548 UDALL, etc. Hrasm. Par. Like vi. 
73 Why dooe ye this geare whiche it is against all gods 
forbod to dooe on the Sabboth daies. 1626 AINSwoRTH 
Annot. Pentat. Exod. xx. 3 Gods forbode bindeth most 
strictly and alwayes. 

b. Zo pass, be above or beyond, God's forbode : 
said of anything outrageous or extravagant. 

1515 More &. Rich. /7J, in Grafton Chron. II. 826 King 
Richarde, whome he .. had holpen, susteyned and set for- 
ward above all Gods forbode. a@1g29 SKELTON Jmage 
Hypocr. Wks. II. 425 It passeth Godes forbod That ever it 
should be. 1596 NasHe Saffron Walden Wks. (Grosart) 
III. 99 He is beyond all reason, or Gods forbod, distract- 
edly enamourd of his own beautie. 1602 W. Watson 
Decacordon 247 Marry the course that was held by them 
passeth all Gods forbod: as our phrase is. 

ce. (Over) God's forbode =God forbid. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. vit. 176 Lordes forbode ellis! 
c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 12 Over Godes forbot be to 
the Thank or thew to kun me. 1598 FLorio, Didcene, god 
forbid, gods forbode. 1820 Scotr /vanhoe x, ‘Over God's 
forbode !’ said Prince John, 

d. A use of this phrase as an asseveration. 

1575 Durham Deposit. (Surtees) 303 Who toke upon hir 
then, with mony oothe and forbotts, that ther was never 
man that was fawter with hir. 

+ Forbo'de, v. Obs. rare. [f. prec. sb.; cf. ON. 
Jorboda.| =Forstw. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 6428 Forbode the firke bi fode for to 
wyn. ¢1475 Rauf Cotlgear 746 The curagious knichtis bad 
haue him to hing .. ‘God forbot’ he said, ‘my thank war 
sic thing To him that succourit my lyfe !” 

Forbolned: see For- pref! 6. 

+ Forbow’, v. Ods. [OE. forbiig-an, f. For- 
pref.' + biug-an to Bow.] ¢rans. To pass by 
or avoid by making a circuit; to shun. 

ax000 Byrhtnoth 325 (Gr.) News pet na se Godric, be ba 
gude forbeah. c1ooo AEiFric Yoh 164 Se wer wees.. 
forbuzende yfel. cx1200 72x. Coll. Hont. 63 Forbue iuel 
and do god. ¢1230 Hali Meid. 17 Fleh alle thinges & 
forbuh 3eorne bat tus unboteliche lure of mahe arisen, 

+ Forbraid, v. OJs. Forms: see Brarp v. 
[OE. forbregdan, -brédan, f. For- pref.| + bregdan, 
brédan: see BRAID v.] a. trans. To transform, 
pervert, corrupt. b. zztr. for reff. To become 
corrupt, decay. 

c888 K. ALFRED Boeth. xxxviii. § x Peet hio sceolde mid 
hire drycrzeft ba men forbredan. c 1220 Bestiary 124 Danne 
he is forbroken and forbroiden. /éid. 174 If du hauest is 
broken Al du forbredes [sic] forwurdes and forgelues. a 1280 
Owdl & Night, 1384 The rihte i-kunde swo for-breideth. 

Hence Forbroi‘de(n Zi. a., distorted, monstrous. 

ai250 Owl § Night. 1379 He is un-fele and for-brode. 
1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 490 Hii founde an vewe geans vor- 
broide [v.7~. forbreyden, forbredde] men as it were. 

+ Forbrea‘k, v. Obs. [OE. forbrecan, f. For- 
pref. + brecan to BREAK.] trans. a. To break in 
pieces, crush. b. To interrupt. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. John xix. 31 Pet man forbrace hyra 
sceancan, c1250 Gen. & Ex.3049 Trees it for-brac, 1297 R. 
Gtouc. (1724) 375 Rychard..vor brec bere hys necke atuo. 
@ 1300 £. E. Psalter cxxiii. 7 Pe snare for-broken es in ai, 
c 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. tv. pr.1. 108, I. .for-brek be entencioun 
of hir bat entended[e] 3itte to seyne oper binges. 1387 TREVISA 
Higden (Rolls) VII. ror Edmond had al forbroken te Danes. 
1413 Pilgr. Sow/e (Caxton) I. xix. (1859) 19 Al my teethe 
ben wasted and forbroken. 

Forbrittened, -broiden: see For- pref! 8. 

+ Forbrui'se,v. Ods. Forms: 4-5 forbrose, 
5 forbrisse, forbruyse. [f. For- pref. + Bruise. ] 
trans. Only in pa. pple. a. To bruise severely ; 
to cover with bruises. b. To break to pieces. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Monk's T. 624 In a chare men aboute him 
bare Al for-brused, bothe bak and syde. 1413 Pile. Sowle 
(Caxton 1483) Iv. xxxvi, 84 Helme and palet to beten and 
forbruysed. c1420 Anturs of Arth. li, Vnnethe my3te these 
sturun men stond vppe ry3te So for-brissutte, and for-bled. 
1450 Jerlin 239 Alle for brosed and full wery of trauayle. 

+ Forbu'rn, v. Os. For forms see Burn. [a. 
OE. forbernan (trans.)=OHG. ferbrennan (Ger. 
verbrennen). B. OE. forbeornan, -byrnan str. 
(intr.) =OHG. farprinnan.] 

1. ¢vans. To destroy, torture, or injure by burning. 

O. E. Chron. an. 685 Pone [Mul] mon eft on Cent for- 
bernde. c1rooo AEirric Zod. iii. 3 Ic ga and zeseo. .hwi 
beos byrne ne si forberned. c1178 Lamb. Hom, 27 He 
mahte iseon ane berninde glede pet hine al for-bernad purut 
to cole. 1297 R. Guouc, (1724) 378 Seyn Poules chyrche 
of Londone was ek verbarnd po. ‘a 1400 Octouian 216 With 
ryght sche schall Be all for-brent. c1440 Yacod’s Well 10 
Pus for-brent, he roryd as a deuyl for peyne. 
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2. intr. To burn, be burnt, or consumed. 
To be on fire. Z#, and fig. 

Beowulf 1667 (Gr.) Forbarn brozden mel. c 893 K. ALFRED 
Oros. vi. i, Com micel fyrbyrne on Romeburz, bet pzer- 
binnan forburnon xv tunas. ax250 Owd § Night. 419 Vor 
thu forbernest wel ne3 foronde. a1350 Leg. Rood (1871) 23 
Euerich stude bat we on stepten for brende al wip vre fete. 
€1380 Sir Ferumtb, 3286 Sone ous tyd her for-brenne wyp 
sor3e & deshonour, 

+ Forbu'rst, v. Ods. [f. For- pref1 + Burst.] 
intr. To burst asunder; to break. 

a1000 Laws Ethelred 11. iv. in Thorpe Anc. Laws I. 294 
Slea man hine bet him forberste se sweora. cx1z05 Lay. 
1912 [He] breid Geogmagog bat him pe rug for-berst. 

Forbush, obs. form of FURBISH. 

+ Forbuy’, v. Ods. For forms see Buy. [f. 
For- pref! + Buy.] trans. To buy off. a. To 
ransom ; esp. to redeem (from sin, hell, etc.). Db. 
To atone for. e. To gain over; to bribe. 

@. ¢1315 SHOREHAM 164 Ase man was thor3 trowe by-cou3t, 
In trowe he scholde be for-bou3t. a@ 1330 Ofwe/ 1710 Takep 
me on liue & sle me nou3t, Leet mi lif be for-bou3t. c1450 
Chester Pl, (Shaks. Soc.) I. 192 Christe .. comen [is] man- 
kinde to forbye From God in mayistie. 

b. 1340 Ayend. 78 Hi coupen hire zennen uorbegge, 
¢1480 Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) II. 79 My Lorde uppon the 
roode tree Your synnes hath forboughte. 

C@. a1300 Cursor M. 17464 (Cott) Pai war for-boght be 
soth to hele. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 212 He which hindreth 
every kinde And for no gold may be forbought. 

Hence Forbuy’er, a redeemer. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. liv. 8 The Lord, thi forbiere. ¢1450 
Chester Pl, (E. E,T.S.) 400, I am he they call Messy, fore- 
byar of Israell. 


Forby(e (fftboi:), grep. and adv. Also 3-5 
forbi, (5 for be), 5-6 foreby, (7 forbay, 9 fore- 
bye). [f. For- adv. or prep. + By. Cf. Du. voorbz7, 
Ger. vorbez; also (from Ger.) Sw. ford, Da. fordz.] 

A. prep. 

1. Of position: Hard by, near. Ods. exc. Sc. 

1896 SpeNsER J. Q. v. ii. 54 As whena Falcon hath with 
nimble flight Flowne at a flush of ducks, foreby the brooke. 
1858 M. Porteous ‘ Souter ¥ohuny’ 11 The Smith..Had.. 
his snug abode Forbye his smiddy. 

2. Of motion: Past; close by. Obs. exc. arch. 


In early use following the 007. 

a1300 Cursor M. 20884 (Cott.) A ded he quickend wit 
his schade Quils pat he him for-bi glad. 13.. A. Adis. 
5487 Alisaunder cometh upon his mule..And flyngeth gode 
skowr hem forby. ¢1386 CuHaucer Doctor's T, 125 Sche 
cam forby ther the juge stood. c1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 
5748 The spere..forbi the visage glode. 1523 Lp. BerNers 
Froiss. 1. clvii. 191 They passed foreby the frenchmens 
busshment. x890 Spenser /. Q. 11.1. 15 A goodly Lady 
did foreby them rush. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. ui. 316 
She went on toward the sea, For by the port. 


3. fig. + a. In preference to, before, beyond. Ods, 


+b. In transgression of. Ods.—' 

a. a 1300 Cursor M. 13314 (Cott.) To petre. . For-bi all his 
ober feris, Mast priuelege he gaf. ¢ 1330 R. BruNNE Chron. 
(1810) 26 A stone Pat Hauelok kast wele forbi euer ilkone. 
c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxiii. 107 Sutell of witte. .forby 
any ober folk of be werld. ¢ 1480 MZivour Saluacioun 4930 
To take ffleshe of thi wombe for be othere wymmen alle. 

b. cx1zso Gen. §& Ex. 3988 For-bi min red, quad du 
non del. . : 

+4. Beside, in comparison with. Also, by way 


of distinction from. Ods. 

ax3300 Cursor M. 27365 (Cott.) Hu soft [it es] her for to 
mend forbi pat pine wit-vten end. ¢x400 MaunpEv. (Roxb.) 
vii. 25 Pat es be cause bat pai er so gude chepe bare, forby 
in ober places. Jé7d, xxii. 1o1 Wymmen..pat er wedded 
beres crownes..pat pai may be knawen by forby baim pat 
er vnweddid. ; 

5. Besides; not to mention. 


arch, 

1536 BELLENDEN Cron, Scot, xu. xvi, Forby thir thre 
erllis and lord foresaid. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 
108 Twenty-four ministers .. forby elders. 1676 W. Row 
Contin. Blair's Autobiog. x. (1848) 272 The special causes 
were forby the confession of sins to beg a blessing to 
the King. ary Lavy L. Sruart in Scott Ham. Lett. 
(1894) I. 4o4 Forbye the young, I have met with an estab- 
lished Blue-stocking who had never heard of Sir William 
Temple. 1879 Browninc Ved Gratis 18 The regular crowd 
forbye. 1894 Crocketr Raiders go No doubt he had many 
a sin on his soul, forbye murder. 


{Go Byes, 

1596 Spenser /. Q. v. xi. 17 He tooke her forby the lilly 
hand, And her recomforted. 

B. adv. 1. Of motion: a. Aside. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 286 He turned not forbi 
for leue ne for loth. c¢1330 Arth. § Merl, 3361 A little 
forbi he smot. a@a1800 Brown Adam viii in Scott Minstr. 
Scot, Bord. (1802) 11. 18 When he cam to his ladye’s bour 


door, He stude a little forebye. 
b. Along, past. Nowvare. Also, fig. + To 0 


Jorby : to be passed over or slighted. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 110 Right 3ede per forby, 
be barons did no skille. 1375 Barpour Bruce x. 345 But 
I will let fele of thame pas forby. 1423 Jas. I. Kingis Q. 
xxx, To se the warld and folk that went forby. a 1533 Lp. 
Berners //xom cxvi. 413 He salutyd them in passynge 
forby. 1862 W. W. Story Roda di XR. (1864) 78 That time 
has been long forbye. 

2. Besides, in addition. 

1590 J. Buret in Watson Codlecé, 11. (1709) 14 The other 
Burgissis forby Wer cled in thair pontificall. 1724 Ramsay 
Tea-t. Misc. (1733) 1. 25 Forby, how sweet the numbers 
chime. a@x810 ‘Tannanitt Poet. Wks, (1846) 77 Forby he 
had a bashfw’ spirit. 1886 STEvENSon Kidnapped xii, There 
are the bairns forby..that must be learned their letters. 


Also, 


Only north. or 














FORCE. 


+ Forbyland. Vorksh. dial. Obs. [f. prec. adv. 
+Lanp.) ? Extra land. 

1510 MS. Grant of Land at Ryton, Yorks., One tenement 
with forbyland. 1621 NV.'Riding Rec. I. 27 A mesuage, 
a cotage, or forby lands (which I take to be demeisnes), 

+ Forby'sen, sd. Obs. [f. For prep. + BYSEN.] 
a. An example, pattern, type. b. Anillustration, 
parable. ce. A proverb. d. A token. 


a. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 Her of me mei ane forbisne of 
twa brondes. cx12z20 Bestiary 307 De hert haued kindes two 
and forbisnes oc al so, ¢ 1320 Cast. Love 980 A forbysne of 
boxumnes. 1393 Lancu. ?. Pd. C. xvitl. 277 He is a for- 
busne to alle busshopes. 

b. c1178 Lamb. Hom. 79 God almihti seid an forbisne 
to his folk in be halie godspel and seid [etc.]. c1308 Song 
Times in Pol. Songs. (Camden) 197 Of thos a vorbisen ic 
herd telle. 1362 LanGL. P. Pl. A. 1x. 24 ‘ Bia forebisene’ 
seide the frere, ‘I schal the feire schewe.’ 

Cc. a1250 Owl § Night. 99 Thar-bi men segget a vorbisne, 
Dahet habbe that ilke best, That fuleth his owe nest. 1340 
Ayenb. 47 Vor ase zayp pe uorbisne ‘ leuedi of uaire diztinge 
is arblast to pe tour.’ 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 4593 (Gitt.) For poru pis for-bisin 
here, Witt bu par sal be seuen 3ere of plente. .in pi kingrike. 
1485 Caxton Tvevisa's Higden u. 1. (1527) 58 Soo some 
partes of a mannes bodye be forbyson & bodyng of wondres, 

+ Forby'sen,v. Ods. Also 4 (erron.) forbyse. 
[f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To furnish (a person) with examples. 

@ 1300 [see ForBysENING V6/. sb.) ¢ 1374 CHAUCER Troylus 
11.1341 (1390) It nedeth me nought thee longe to forbyse. 

2. To give (something) as an example, 


Hence Forbi‘sned f/f/. a. 

¢1220 Bestiary 589 Dis forbisnede Si{n]g. 

+ Forby'sening, 2/. 5). Obs. [see -Ina1.] 

1. The action of the vb. FoRBYSEN; comcr. an 
example, symbol, type. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 2682 (Cott.) Pe werk of circumcising bers 
in it-self gret for-bise[n]yng. /é7zd. 15327 (Gétt.) For a for- 
biseneng nu 3ur fete [pus] haue I washen all. c1q425 Wyn- 
TOUN Crox. vil. xli. 69 Syndry..cald it iwil forbysnyng. 

2. A parable. 

“a@x300 Cursor M. 7916 (Cott.) Pan come be prophet 
to be king And said him suilk a forbisening. a@ 1300 £, Z. 
Psalter \xxvii[i]. 2, I sal open mi mouth in forbiseninges. 

+ Forca‘rve, v. Ods. For forms see Carve. 
[OE. forceorfan, f. For- pref. + ceorfan to 
CarveE.] ¢vans, To carve or cut asunder, down, 


in two, out, through; to cut to pieces. 

O. E. Chron. an. 797 Her Romane Leone bem papan his 
tungon forcurfon. ¢ 1000 ALLERic Fudith 23 Pet heo healfne 
forcearf pone sweoran him. cx230 Hali Meid. 11 Meidenhad 
is te blosme pat beo ha eanes fulliche forcoruen ne spruted 
ha neauer eft, 13.. Coex de L. 1926 Seven chains, with his 
good swerde Our King for-carf amidward. ¢1386 [see 
Forcut]. 1460 Lybeaus Disc. 1325 He .. smot a strok of 
mayne..And forkarf bon and lyre. 

+ Forca‘st, v. Obs. [f. For- pref + Cast ;= 
Da. forkaste, Sw. forkasta.] trans. ‘To cast away, 
reject ; to fling away, do away with, 

a1225 Ancr. R. 278 Edmodnesse is forkesting of wurd- 
schipe. a@1300 Cursor M, 24550 (Cott.) pat hope for-kest 
mi care. a1300 £, £. Psalter xxi[i}. 1o Of maghe for-kast 
I am in pe. 1340 Ayend. 186 Pe wolues dra3eb uorp pe 
children bet byeb uorkest. 1393 Gower Conf II. 167 
Where she lay A child for-cast. 

+ Fo'reat. Sc. Obs. Also foirchet, [ad. OF. 
*forcat = forchat forked stick, f. forche Fork sd.] 
“A rest for a musket’ (Jam.). 

1598 Sc. Acts Fas. VI (1814) IV. 169 Furnist with ., 
ane muscat with forcat, bedrol, and heid pece. Jézd. 191 
Or ellis with ane muscat foirchet bandroll and heidpeice. 


+ Forca‘tch, v..Ods.-1 [ad. ONF. for-, fors- 
cachier (=Central OF. forchacier), f. for(s)-, For- 
pref. + cachier (chacter); see CATOH v. and CHASE 
v.] trans. To drive forth. 

1393 Gower Con/. Prol. 17 Fro the leese, whiche is pleine, 
Into the breres they forcacche Here orf. 

Force (f0e1s), 5b.1 Forms: 3-6 fors, forse, (4 
foors, forze), 3- force. [a. F. force (= Pr. forsa, 
Sorza, Sp. fuerza, Pg. forga, It. forsa):—popular 
L. *fortia, n. of quality f. L. fortes strong.] 

I. Strength, power. 

+1. Physical strength, might, or vigour, as an 
attribute of living beings (occas. of liquor), Rarely 
in £1. (=F. forces). Obs. 

@1300 Cursor M. 7244 (Cott.) Thoru his fax his force was 
tint. ¢1350 Will. Palerne 3598 Pouzh he hade fors of foure 
swiche ober. a@1400-50 Alexander 1006 And now vs failis 
all oure force & oure flesch waykis. 1508 Dunspar 7ua 
mariit wemen 189 He has a forme without force. 1576 
Fieminc Panopl. Epist. 194 Chosen men, hugest in stature, 
and fullest of force. 1610 Rowtanps Martin Mark-all 22 
Their Beere is of that force, and so mightie, that it serueth 
them in steade of meate, drinke, fire, and apparrell. 16x 
Biste Deut. xxxiv. 7 His eye was not dimme, nor his 
naturall force abated. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 249 
Young Elms with early force in Copses bow. 1715 Pore 
Iliad 11. 89 Thy force, like steel, a temper’d hardness shows, 
1816 Kratince 7vav. (1817) 1. 245 The great hero of anti- 
wee in the thieving line, was eminent by his physical 

orces. 
tb. Of force: full of strength, vigorous. Oés. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husé. (1586) 75 The Willowes 
must be holpen with often waterings, that the nature of the 
tree may be of force [wt natura ligni vigeat). 


ce. + With (one’s) force: with energy, with exer- 
tion of one’s strength. W2th all one’s force; put- 
ting forth all one’s strength. 


FORCE. 


¢ 1380 Sir Ferumb. 3036 ‘ Leggep on, Lordes,’ said he, 
‘wip force & smyteb strokes smerte.’ cx1gq00 Vwaine § 
Gaw. 2897 With hir force sho hasted so fast That sho over- 
toke him at the last, ¢1430 Syx 7xyam. 829 He prekyd to 
the kyng with fors. 1582 N. LicHerietp tr. Castanheda’s 
Cong. E. Ind. xxxiii. 80 b, And rowing with force tooke two 
of the Pledges. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 95 
The Hounds ., running with all their force. 1841 LANE 
Arab. Nis. I, 86 Strike the ball..with all thy force. 

+d. Zo make great force: to exert oneself. Zo 
do one's force: to do one’s utmost. Ods. 

c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 6182 Forto witt he made 
grete force. /d7d. 6904 To wirschip it he did his fors. 

2. As an attribute of physical action or move- 
ment; Strength, impetus, violence, or intensity of 
effect. 

c 1320 Sir Benes 3405 (MS. A.) With a dent of gret fors 
A-bar him doun of his hors. c¢1400 Vwaine §& Gaw. 2452 
With grete force he lete it fall. 41582 N. LicHeFietp tr. 
Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xxix. 73, The tackling .. of 
the Shippes, with the great force of the winde, made such a 
terrible noyse. 1607 Rowrianps Famous Hist. 35 And 
makes them curse that e’re they felt the force of Christian 
blows. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. ix. 247 The Sea falls with 
such force on the shore. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 197 
By the force and strength of the Wedge. 1774 GoLpsm. 
Nat, Hist. (1776) III. 67 They break the force of the fall. 
1781 Gipson Decl. §& F. III. 80 The force of the strongest 
and sharpest tools had been tried without effect. 1787 
Burns Frag. Ode iii, The snowy ruin smokes along, With 
doubling speed and gathering force. 1812-16 J. SmitH 
Panorama Sc. §& Art 1. 347 The force of a stream, 1867 
Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk. s.v., Force of wind, now described 
by numbers, o being calm, 12 the heaviest gale. 

+b. said of the violent onset of combatants in 
battle. Ods. 


@ 1300 Cursor M. 7760 (Cott.) O pis batail pat was sa snell, 
Pe force a-pon pe king it fell. 1375 Barsour Bruce u. 429 
‘That war sa few that thai na mycht Endur the forss mar off 
the fycht. a@1533 Lp. Berners 10x lix. 206 The forse of 
the paynyms was so gret that at length they coude not 
abyde it, 1582 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. 
Ind. \xxix. 162 Heere..was all the force of the battaile. 

te. phr. Wethin one’s force: within the range 
of his attack or defence. (Cf. Dint sé. 2 d.) 

1680 Otway Orphan 1. ii, When on the brink the foaming 
Boar I met, And in his side thought to have lodg’d my 
spear, The desperate savage rusht within my Force, And 
bore me headlong with him down the Rock. 

+d. Violence or ‘stress’ of weather. JZ the 

force of weather; exposed to the brunt of its 
attack. Obs. 

1614 Rateicu Hist. World un. viii. § 4. 90 A creeke, which 
is a good harbour for ships, the force of weather being 
borne off by the head-Land and Isle. c1630 Rispon Surv. 
Devon § 215 (1810) 223 A high rock, called Crocken-Torr.. 
where is a table and seats of moorstone. .lying in the force 
of all weather, no house or refuge being near it. 

3. Power or might (of a ruler, realm, or the like) ; 
esp. voilitary strength or power. 

1303 R. Brunne Handi, Synne 3685 3yf pou any man 
manasse Purghe force or power bat pou hasse. c1330 — 
Chron. (1810) 191 Pe Sarazin force doun his, Jhesu we pank 
pe. c¢1460 Towneley Myst, (Surtees) 55 If any were..That 
wold my fors down felle. 1500-20 Dunsar Poevrs viii. 14 
Quhois force all France in fame did magnifie. 1593 SHaks. 
3 Hen. V1, v.i. 77 And lo, where George of Clarence sweeps 
along, Of force enough to bid his brother battle. 1756 
Burke Vind. Nat. Soc. Wks. I. 20 In the same place where 
his predecessors had .. wasted the force of so extensive an 
empire. 1796 — Regic. Peace ii. ibid. VIII. 245 From her 
aiming through commerce at naval force which she never 
could attain. 1888 Fortx. Rev. Nov. 564 A navy actually 
inferior in fighting force to that of France. 

b. In early use, the strength (of a fortress, de- 
fensive work, etc.). Subsequently, the fighting 
strength (of a ship), as measured by number of 
guns or men. + Of (good) force: (well) armed 
or fortified. 

1577-87 Harrison Lxgland 1, xii, At this Poulruan is a 
tower of force. 1578 T. Nicnoras Cong. W. India (1596) 
1oz The estate and force of the said Ships. 1585 T. 
Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. vii. 7 The foundation, 
force, and situation of the citie of Alger. 1615 G. Sanpys 
Trav. 210 The wals neither faire nor of force. 1669 
NarsoroucH Frail. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 7 The 
Castle .. hath but four Guns, and is of no force. 1697 
Dampier Voy. I. iii. 46 Sending from Holland Ships of good 
force. 1779 in L’fool Munic. Rec. (1886) 11. 183 Several ships 
of force. .are now on the coast, 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word- 
bk., Force .. Also, the force of each ship stated agreeably 
to the old usage in the navy, according to the number of 
guns actually carried. 

+e. With force: with, or by the employment 
of, military strength or numbers. Cf. 5b. Some- 


times app.=2# force (see 17). Ods. 

1303 R. Brunne Hazdl. Synne 3366 Wyp fors bey gun 
wyp hym fyghte. cx40o Maunpev. (1839) xxvii. 279 Thei 
assembled hem with force, and assayleden his Castelle. 
c1435 Torr. Portugal 2209 [He] sent letters on every side, 
With fforce theder to hye. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI 
(an. 6) 106 The Englishemen, whiche with greate force, 
theim received and manfully defended. bid. Edw. IV 
(an. 2) 191 Suche Castles..as his enemies there held, and 
with force defended. [1884 Graphic 21 June 595/2 The 
numerous private members .. came down with such force 
that a count out was plainly impossible.] 

4. concr. A body of armed men, an army. In 
fl. the troops or soldiers composing the fighting 
strength of a kingdom or of a commander in the 


field. 
1375 Barsour Bruce x1x.632 We may nocht with iuperdiss 
Our felloune fais forss assale. 











1548 Haut Chron, Hen, 1V 


419 


(an. 1) 13b, The duke .. seyng the force of the townes men 
more and more encreace. 1594 SHaks. Rich. ///, v. iii. 109 
Looke on my Forces with a gracious eye. 1611 BisLe 
1 Mace. xii. 42 When Tryphon saw that Ionathan came 
with so great a force. 1727 Swirt Gulliver u. vi. 149 The 
valour and atchievements of our forces by seaand land. 1796 
Burke Corr. (1844) 1V. 422 A naval force is a very unsure 
defence. 1849 Macauray Hist. Eng. I. 575 The only stand- 
ing force should be the militia, 185: Dixon W. Penn xiv. 
(1872) 119 One of the leaders of the Parliamentary forces. 
1874 Stupps Const. Hist. (1875) II. xiv. 14 A force of seven 
thousand men landed in Suffolk, 

transf, 1841 Macauvay in Trevelyan Zz/ (1876) II. ix. 
147 The force which will be arrayed against a Bill. 

b. A body of police; the whole body of police 
on service in a town or district; often absol. the 
JSorce = policemen collectively. 

1851 Maynew Lond. Labour I. 16 One boy .. vowed ven- 
geance against a member of the force. 1861 Miss Brappon 
Trail Serpent ww. vi. 226, 1 was nobody in the Gardenford 
force. 1875 Hamerton /xtel/. Life vu. vi. 259 She will 
protect your tranquility better than a force of policemen. 

+e. ?A fort. Obs. rare—}. 

1538 Levanp /¢2n. (1711) III. 15 About a Myle by West of 
Penare is a Force nere the shore. 

5. Physical strength or power exerted upon an 
object ; esp. the use of physical strength to con- 
strain the action of persons; violence or physical 
coercion. + Zo make force: to use violence Zo. 

a1340 Hamrote Psalter Comm. Cant. 497 Lord .i. suffire 
force [wine patior]. 1382 WycLir Ger. xix. 9 And foors thei 
maden [L. wiz faciebant] to Loth moost hidowsly. 1413 
Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) tv. xii. 63 Force is nouther ryght 
ne reson. 1582 N. Licuerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. LE. 
ind. ii. 7b, Deeming..that those blacke men meant him 
no harme, nor would offer anye force. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
1. 647 To work in close design, by fraud or guile, What 
force effected not. 1687 BovLe Martyrd. Theodora i. (1703) 
6 Such cruel methods being apt to make the world suspect 
that our best argument is force. 1789 BENTHAM Prizc. 
Legis?. xiii. § 2 Force can accomplish many things which 
would be beyond the reach of cunning. 1840 H. Rocers 
Introd. Burke's Wks. 82 Nothing will justify force while 
any other means remain untried. 1889 A. LanGc Prince 
Prigio ii. 10 The prince, after having his ears boxed, said 
that ‘force was no argument’. 3 

b. esp. in phr. by force = by employing violence, 
by violent means, also + under compulsion. + For- 
merly also through, with, of force; also, par force, 
by perforce, force perforce (see PERFORCE). Also, 
+ by or with fine force, a-force fine: see FINE a.3 
Often implying the use of armed force or strength 


of numbers : cf. 3c. 

¢ 1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 488 Par force he hadde me forht 
inome. 1375 Barsour Brace xu. 524 Mony worthy men 
and wicht Throu forss wes fellit in that ficht. ¢1380 Sz 
Ferumb, 972 Panne pay asayllede Scot Gwylmer & toke 
him a-force fine. 1484 Caxton Fables of AZsop u. xi, The 
thynge which is promysed by force & for drede is not 
to be hold. c1g00 Lancelot 2701 Sir gawan thar reskewit 
he of fors, Magre his fois. 31593 SHaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, 1. i. 
210 That Maine, which by maine force Warwick did winne. 
1611 BrstE Yo/w vi. 15 When Iesus therefore perceiued that 
they would come and take him by force, to make him a 
King. 1701 De For Trxue-born Eng, 36 The Bad with 
Force they eagerly subdue. 1754 Hume Hist, Eng. (1812) 
I. iii. 163 One of his train..attempted to make his way by 
force. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 241 The common 
people .. can only be made to sing and step in rhythm by 
sheer force. i 

ce. sfec.in Law: Unlawful violence offered to 
persons or things. By force and arms: translation 
of Law L. v2 e¢ armis. A force: a particular act 
or instance of unlawful violence. 

¢1480 Litrteton Tenures u. xi, I] defendera forsque tort 
& force [1538 /vans/, he .. shal defend but the wrong and 
the force]. did. 1. xii. (end), Le tenaunt .. luy forstalla le 
voye ouesque force & armys. 1594 West 2nd Pt. Symbol. 
§ 65 Force is either simple or mixt. 1619 Datton Country 
Faust. 196 Also, women, and children, may commit a force. 
1628 Coxe Ox Litt. § 240. 161 b, Force, vs, in the Common 
Law is most commonly taken in ill part, and taken for 
unlawful violence. 1768 BLackstone Comz. III. viii. 119 
This distinction of private wrongs, into injuries with and 
without force. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 102 Where 
a person is prevented from barring an estate tail by force 
and management. 1826 Act 7 Geo. /V, c..64 § 20 That no 
Judgment .. shall be stayed or reversed. .for the Omission 
. of the Words ‘with Force and Arms’. 1842 Tennyson £. 
Morris 131 It seems I broke a close with force and arms. 

+d. In non-material sense: Constraint or com- 
pulsion exerted ufo a person. Also, @ force, as 
to put a force upon: to put compulsion or con- 
straint upon, to constrain; to strain or wrest the 
meaning of. Zo be upon the force: ?to act under 
self-constraint and against one’s natural impulses. 
Under a force: under compulsion. Obs. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 141 Godwyne .. swore 
pat he didde nevere suche binges, bot constreyned by be 
force of kyng Harold. 1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist, 261 
The monie which you sent us, uppon the force of our com- 
maundement. 1662 Sir A. Mervyn S#. Lrish Af. 4 We 
come not to criminate, or to force a ball into the Dedan, but 
if any brick-wall expressions happen, that cannot be de- 
signed otherwise, it is rather a force upon us. 1667 Mitton 
P. L.1x. 1173 Beyond this had bin force, And force upon 
free Will hath here no place, 1682 Burnet H7st. Ref II. 
252 In many places .. Men were chosen by Force and 
Threats .. upon which reasons he concludes that it was no 
Parliament, since it was under a Force. 1690 WoLSELY in 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2536/2 It was a very unfortunate Force, 
which the Soldiers..put upon me, to burn the Town. 1697 
Drypven Virg. Georg. ut. 411 Nor cou’d his Kindred, nor 








FORCE. 


the Kindly Force Of weeping Parents, change his fatal 
Course. 1707 Norris 77veat. Humility vy. 203 A Man can’t 
be always upon the force, the Actor will sometimes tire. 
1729 BUTLER Sermz. xiii. Wks. 1874 I]. 173 They may all be 
understood to be implied in these words of our Saviour, 
without putting any force upon them. 1774 J. Bryant 
Mythol. 1.136 The whole is effected with a great strain and 
force upon history. 1805 K. Wuitr Let. 19 Dec., I have 
very little society and that is quite a force upon my 
friends. 

6. Mental or moral strength. Now only (influ- 
enced by sense 2), power of vigorous and effective 
action, or of overcoming resistance. In early use 
also, power of endurance or resistance, fortitude. 

c1340 Hampote Prose Tr. 10 Pey erre with-owtten charyte 
and vertue and force of sawle to stand agayne all ill styr- 
rynges. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 11. viii. 
106 Force is an other vertue by the whiche a man under- 
taketh to do or suffre for the loue of god these thynges 
stronge and harde. 1534 Wuitinton 7Jzdlyes Offices 1. 
(1540) 3 He can not be acompted a man of force that iudgeth 
payne and grefe to be moste mysery. 1576 FLEMING Pano/i. 
£ fist. 26 Bend the powers of your spirite, and the force of 
your minde, that, [etc.]. 1679 Penn Addr. Prot. u. iv. 
(1692) 124 What before we were Unable, this gives us 
Force to do. 1711 Dennis Refi. Ess. Crit. 1 He.. hath 
rashly undertaken a Task which is infinitely above his 
Force. 1871 R. H. Hutton Z&ss. II. 322 Real men of any 
force have a free sphere of their own. 1876 TREVELYAN 
Macaulay 1.1.9 There was another Son who in force of 
character stood out among his brothers. 

7. Of things (in non-material or moral relations) : 
Power to influence, affect, or control (es. men in 
their actions, sentiments, etc.). Zo have force (to 
do): to ayail. 

1882 Lyty in 7. Watson’s Centurie of Loue (Arb.) 29 
Mine appetite of lesse force then mine affection. 1605 
Bacon Adv. Learn. i. ii. § 4 (1873) 14 It [learning] teacheth 
men the force of circumstances. 1713 ADDISON Ca‘éo IV. ii, 
Let not her cries or tears have force to move you. 1751 
Jortin Sev. (1771) IV. vi. 117 Such prejudices arise from 
the prevailing force of education. 1816 Kratince Trav. 
(1817) I. 276 The force of habit is certainly very strong, and 
prejudices the mind throughout. 182x Lams Zéza Ser. 1. 
Old Benchers I. T., S. was thought. .a fit person to be con- 
sulted .. from force of manner entirely. 1845 DisRAELt 
Sybil vi. iii, I never heard that moral force won the battle 
of Waterloo. 1890 F. W. Ropinson Very strange Fam. 2 
The force of circumstances had thrust me upon him 


b. Peculiar power resident in a thing to produce 


special effects ; virtue, efficacy. 

1sgo Suaks. Mids, NV. u. ii. 69 On whose eyes I might 
approue This flowers force in stirring loue. 1671 Mitton 
P. R.1. 347 Think’st thou such force in bread? 1709 STEELE 
Tatler No. 34 ? 4 Beauty loses its force, if not accompanied 
with modesty. 

c. esp. Power to convince or persuade the reason 
or judgement; convincing or appealing power. 
Often in phr. of (great, etc.) force ; formerly also 
of force simply. 

issx T. Witson Logike (1580) 36 This [argument] that 
followeth, is of as good force. 1591 SHAKs. 1 //ex. VJ, 11. 
i. 157 Those occasions, Vnckle, were of force. 1685 BaxTER 
Paraphr. N. T. Matt. xvi. 28 Nor is Dr. H. his reason 
against it..of any force. 1729 Butter Serv. Pref. Wks. 
1874 II. 13 The force of this conviction is felt by almost 
every one. 1748 J. Mason Z/ocut, 31 You can never convey 
the Force and Fulness of his Ideas to another till you feel 
them yourself. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) Il. 514 The 
argument of long enjoyment was of no force. 1847 GroTE 
Greece u. |, (1862) IV. 341 In both these two reasons there 
isforce. 1849 Macautay fist. Lng. I1. 23'They harangued 
.. with some force on the great superiority of a regular 
army to a militia. oe . 
d. Of discourse, style, artistic creations, etc. : 


Strength or vividness of effect. 

1842 H. Rocers /ntrod. Burke's Wks. 85 The passage 
already quoted. .is full of force and splendour. 1863 Mrs. 
C. Crarke Shaks. Char. vi. 152 Slender comes out in this 
play with extraordinary force. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn, Educ. 
IV. 24/1 The introduction of a considerable amount of black 
.-gives great force to the pattern, 

8. Of a law, etc.: Binding power, validity. 

1594 Hooxer Eccl. Pol. 1. x. § 8 Hath not his edict the 
force of a law? 1613 SHaxs. Hen. VJ/J, 1. ii. 101 Free 
pardon to each man that has denied The force of this com- 
mission. 1786 Burke WW, Hastings Wks. 1842 Il. 177 A 
country ..in which the native authority had no force what- 
ever. 1863 H. Cox Jwstit. 1. v. 25 Proclamations which 
.-should have the force of statutes. ; 

+b. Of force: of binding power, valid. Ods. 

1502 ARNOLDE Chron. (1811) 180 That alle lettres patentes 
or grauntis by you..be voyde and of noo fors. 1611 Biste 
Heb. ix. 17 For a Testament is of force after men are dead. 
1679 Penn Addr. Prot. u. v. (1692) 163 Whatsoever they 
shall decree, ought to be of Force. : 

ec. Jn force: operative or binding at the time. 


Also, in full force, tin his force. So to put in 
Force, to enforce; 40 come into force (also +o take 


force), to come into operation, take effect. 

1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 10 The foreseid statute .. shuld 
be in his force and virtue fro thens perpetuelly to endure. 
1553 T. Witson Rhet. (1580) 159 By an order realmes stande, 
and Lawes take force. 1603 KNottes Hist, Turks 100 
Without respect vnto the league yet in force. x161x Bisre 
2 Esdras ix. 37 Notwithstanding the law perisheth not, 
but remaineth in his force. 1724 Act in Lond. Gaz. No. 
6270/7 The Officer .. is .. to limit the Time .. for such 
Permit..to continue in Force. 1847 L. Hunt Far Honey 
(1848) 190 In the south this ancient custom still remains in 
full force. 1856 Knicut Pop. Hist. Eng. 1. xvii. 234 He 
engaged to put in force the laws of Edward the Confessor, 
x89x Mattuews in Law Times XCII1, 96/1 The.. Act.. 
came into force immediately on its passing. 

un2 


FORCE. 


9. The real import or significance (of a docu- 
ment, statement, or the like) ; the precise meaning 
or ‘value’ (of a word, sentence, etc.) as affecting 
its context or interpretation; the power or value of 


a symbol or character. 

1555 Bonner Profit. Doctr. M iij, Thyrde is to be con- 
sidered, the vertue, force, and effecte of the sayd Sacrament. 
1690 Locke Govt. 1. v. § 44 We will..consider the Force of 
the Text in hand. 1709 Steere Tatler No. 58 p2 The 
Examination of the Force of the Particle “or. 1732 BERKE- 
Ley Adcifhr. vit. § 5, I comprehend the force and meaning of 
this proposition. 174 CHAmBers Cyc/. s.v., In our language 
the s between two vowels has the Force or power of a z.. 
An unite before a cypher has the Force of ten. 1756 BURKE 
Subl. & B. ut. § 2 Several who make use of that word [pro- 
portion), do not always seem to understand very clearly the 
force of the term. 1767 BLACKSTONE Com, II. 353 We 
are next to consider the force and effect of a fine. 

10. +a. (Without article prefixed): A large 
quantity or number, plenty; const. of, which is 
omitted in quot. 13.. (cf. F. force gens and the 
like). Most force: the greater part (0ds.). b. A 
force: a large number or quantity, a great deal. 
The force: ? the majority. Ods. exc. dial. 

13.. Coer de L. 1383 Two hundred schyppys ben wel 
vytailid With force hawberks, swerdes and knyvys, 1375 
Barsour Bruce vin. 11 The men mast fors com till his pess. 
1461 Liber Pluscard. xt. xi. (1877) 397 Of thi detturis maist 
force ar lukkin in clay. c1570 Satir. Poems Reform. 
xly. 969 The vther having force of freindis. 1722 Dre For 
Col. Fack (1840) 255 Her maid, with a force of crying,. 
said her master was dead, 1842 C. Sumner Le?. 16 Sept. in 
S. Longfellow Live of H. W. Longfellow (1886) 1. 414 The 
force of my acquaintance was among lawyers, judges, and 
politicians. 1876 Whitby Gloss., ‘There was a foorce o' 
folks’, great numbers were present. 

ll. Physics, etc. Used in various senses developed 
from the older popular uses, and corresponding to 
mod. scientific uses of L. wes. 

a. (=Newton’s vis zmpressa: cf. sense 5). An 
influence (measurable with regard to its intensity 
and determinable with regard to its direction) 
operating on a body so as to produce an alteration 
or tendency to alteration of its state of rest or of 
uniform motion in a straight line; the intensity 
of such an influence as a measurable quantity. 

Recent physicists mostly retain the word merely as the 
name for a measure of change of motion, not as denoting 
anything objectively existing as a cause. 

1665 SaLussury tr. Galileus’ Mech. 294 It will. .be better, 
the Force that moveth the Weight upwards perpendicularly 
.. being given, to seek the Force that moveth it along the 
Elevated Plane. 1686 Nrewron ef. 20 June in Brewster 
Life I. 440 In one of my papers .. above fifteen years ago, 
the proportion of the forces of the planets from the sun, re- 
ciprocally duplicate of their distances from him, is expressed. 
1803 J. Woop Princ. Mech. i. 15 Whatever changes, or tends 
to change, the state of rest or uniform rectilinear motion of 
a body, is called force. 1866 Arcyii Reign Law ii. (ed. 4) 
72 All the particles of matter exert an attractive force upon 
each other. 1871 B. Stewart Heat § 21 The force of 
gravity ..is somewhat greater in London than at Paris. 
1876 Tair Force in Rec. Adu, Phys. Sc. (1885) 357 Unit 
force is. .that force which, whatever be its source, produces 
unit momentum in unit of time. 

b. (cf. sense 2). Formerly used for what Leib- 

nitz called vs viva, now known as kinetic energy, 
and often extended to include potential energy: 
see ENERGY 6. Conservation of force: see CON- 
SERVATION. 
_ 1841 Penny Cycl. XXI1. 307/1 ‘The high tide at Chepstow 
is accounted for on ‘the principle of the conservation of 
force’. 1870 Jevons Hlem. Logic xxiv. 209 Force cannot 
be created or destroyed by any of the processes of nature. 

c. The cause of any one of the classes of physical 
phenomena, e.g. of motion, heat, electricity, etc., 
conceived as consisting in principle or power in- 
herent in, or coexisting with, matter; such prin- 
ciples or powers regarded generically. 

According to the now prevailing view that all physical 
changes are modes of motion, force in its generic sense 
comes to denote the one principle of which the separate 
forces are specific forms. But sense 11 c is no longer recog- 
nized as belonging to the technical language of physics. 

(1732 Berkeiey Alciphr. vi. § 9 Force is that in bodies 
which produces motion and other sensible effects.] 1842-3 
Grove Corr. Phys. Forces (1846) 8, I therefore use the term 
Force.,as meaning that active principle inseparable from 
matter which induces its various changes. Jbid, 21 If 
Heat be a force capable of producing motion, and motion 
be capable of producing the other modes of force. 1851 
CarrENTER Max. Phys. (ed. 2) 10 A large number of pheno- 
mena .. resulting from the agency of forces as distinct from 
those of Physics and Chemistry, as they are from each 
other. .the forces from whose operation we assume them to 
result, are termed vital forces. 

d. transf. and fig. An agency, influence, or source 
of power likened to a physical force. 

1785 Witxins Bhagvat iii. 49 He was impelled by some 
secret force, 1868 Nerriesuip Browning i. 18 The passion 
.. whose existence as a force in the world .. he recognises. 
1891 Law Times XC. 443/1 The Nisi Prius advocate 
who has a fair knowledge of law is still a great force in 
the Profession. 

II. Senses derived from Foron v,1 


+12. The plunger of a force-pump. Oés. 

1596 Harincton Metam. Ajax (1814) 9 You may witha 
force of twenty shillings, and a pipe of eighteen pence the 
is, force it from the lowest part of your house to the 

ighest. 1659 Leak Waterwks. 34 This manner of force- 
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Pump ..the forces do Rise and Fall Perpendicularly in 
their Barrels. 1747 Hooson Miner's Dict., Force, a kind 
of Pump often used in the Mines, that throws the Water a 
good height. .’tis now worn out of Vse. 

13. The upper die in a metal-stamping machine. 

1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1V. 263/2 The final strokes 
are given by a ‘force’ cast in brass. 1886 Frud. Franklin 
Just. CX XII. 327 The upper die was the cameo, technically 
the male die, punch or ‘ force’. 


14. Card-playing. An act of forcing. 

1862 ‘Cavenpisu’ WAist (1879) 111 You may assume that 
he is strong in trumps, and you should take the force wil- 
lingly. 1886 Academy 10 Apr. 251/2 The young player will 
naturally be startled by the instruction to lead trumps to an 
adversary who has just refused a force. 

15. Billiards. A kind of stroke (see quot.); a 
‘screw-back’. U.S. 

1881 CoLLENDER Mod, Billiards 23 Draw, or Force.— 
Striking the cue-ball one-half or more below its centre, 
causing it, if played full at the object-ball, to recoil or return 
toward the player. 

III. Phrases (see also senses 1-10). 

16. By force of: by dint of, by virtue of; by 
means of (properly with the implication of strength 
inherent in the means). Also (later), dy the force 
of. [F. a force de.] 

1411 Rolls of Parit, 111. 650/2 The forsaid Archebisshop, 
and Chamberleyn..by force of the submission that the said 
Robert in hem hath maad, haven ordeyned. c1450 JZerlin 
27 Thei can knowe many thinges be force of clergie that we 
can no skyll on. 1512 Act 4 Hen, VIII, c. 10 Fynes.. 
levyed .. by reason or force of the same Indentures. 1585 
T. Wasuincton tr. NVicholay’s Voy. 1. ii. 2 The ankers being 
weied, by force of oares [@ force de vames] we went to the 
yle of [f, 16rx Bieter 2 JZacc. x. 24 Timotheus .. came as 
though hee would take Iewrie by force of armes. 1633 G. 
Herpert Temple, Priesthood iii, By cunning hand And 
force of fire, what curious things are made. 1639 FULLER 
Holy War w. xii. (1640) 188 Two hundred and fourty Gentle- 
men of note died by force of the infection. 1697 C’tess 
D Aunoy's Trav. (1706) 32 Don Lewis was no sooner come 
to himself, by the force of Remidies, 1756 Burke S20. 
& B. ut. § 2 It is not by the force of long attention and 
inquiry that we find any object to be beautiful. 1879 Daily 
Tel. 17 June, Being by force of genius no less than by 
virtue of office at the head of the noble profession to which 
he belongs. 

17. Zn force: a. (see 8c). 

b. Al. Of a host, enemy, etc.: (Collected) in 
great military strength and large numbers (cf. 
sense 3). Also, zz great force. [Fr. en force.] 

¢1315 SHOREHAM 156 Ry3t develen for screawedhede Ever 
ine force scholle brede. 1793 Burke Rem. Pol. Allies Wks. 
VII. 119 When the army of some sovereign enters into the 
enemy’s country in great force. 1810 C. James J7idit. Dict. 
(ed. 3) s.v. Horce, As the enemy were in force behind the 
mountains, 1836 ALison Europe (1849) V. xxxi. § 12. 306 
The Republicans were unable to drive back their opponents 
from the.. heights, which they had occupied in force. 1885 
Times (weekly ed.) 23 Jan. 3/2 The enemy is reported to 
be in force at Metamneh. 

ec. of persons (usu. 27 great force): In full com- 
mand of one’s powers, energies, or abilities; esp. 
Displaying readiness and vivacity in conversation 
or oratory (collog.). 

1849 R. G, Levince Cromwell Doolan Il. vi. 130 The 
young ladies..were in the greatest possible ‘ force’, as Fila- 
gree termed it, and full of fun. 1851 Cartyie Sterling 1. 
vii. (1872) 142 Latterly Calvert was better.. He was in force 
again. 1857 A. H. Erton Below Surface vi. (1860) 60 Sir 
Eliot Prichard, quite at his ease, and in high force. 1857 
Lp. Houcuron in Life (1891) Il. xii. 18 M. Guizot is in 
great force, and full of political and literary gossip. 

+18. Of force: with zuf., strong or powerful 
enough, able Zo do something. Cf. 1b, 3b, 7c, 8b. 

1598 GERARDE Herbal/ u1. iv. 182 Lyons Turnep is of force 
to digest. 16x3 Sir J. Haywarp Lives 3 Normans 90 After 
his death, the inhabitants were of force to expell the strangers. 
1632 Le Grys tr. Vell. Paterc. Ep. Ded. A3b, I did not 
beleeve there had beene any power..of force to make me 
[etc.]. 1677 N. Cox Gentlem. Recr. (ed. 2) i. 95 Young 
Hares are neither of force nor capacity to use such subtleties. 


+19. Of (or on) force: of necessity, on compul- 
sion, whether one will or no, unavoidably, neces- 
sarily, perforce. (Cf. Perrorczr, +Arrorce.) Also, 
of fine force (see FIN» a. 3), of very force. Obs. 


c1400 Rom. Rose 1796 In wele and wo Of force togidre 
they must go. 1508 Dunpar Poems iv. 95 On forse I 
man his nyxt pray be. 1587 Turserv. 7rag. 7. Hist. 
iv, There laye he close in wayte within the cops whereas 
Full well he knew that Guardastan of very force must passe. 
1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. v. § 2 (1873) 106 Their inquiries 
must of force have been of a far other kind than they are. 
@1645 Heywoop & Row ry Fort. by Land 1. Wks. 1874 
VI. 381 Since you must hire one on force, as good him as 
another. 1703 Rowe Ulysses iv. i. 1477 You must of Force 
delay it. 

+ b. Zt zs (of) force: it is necessary or inevitable. 
Const. that.., or (for a person) to do. Obs. 

1483 Caxton Cazo F iv, It was force that he shold retourne 
into the worlde, 31535 Stewart Cron. Scot. Il. 566 For 
euirilk falt quhilk force is to fulfill. 1563 Winzer Cert. 
Tractates (1890) II. 60 Gif we sal begin to mixt noueltie 
with antiquitie.. force it is that this maner spring vp 
vniuersalie. ¢ 1565 Linprsay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. 104 It 
was force for the said Sir Patrick Hamilton to light on Foot. 
1802 H. Martin Helen of Glenross I11. 272 Is it of force 
you must render yourself contemptible? 


+20. Zt zs force: it is of consequence or impor- 
tance; usu. neg. 2¢ zs 20 force (also, tt maketh no 
Jorce), it does not matter. So (without verb) what 
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force ?, no force = ‘what matter?’, ‘no matter’. 
Const. though.., if... whether .., or relative clause; 
also adso/. and parenthetic. [So in OF.] Ods. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 13044 (Cott.) Of hir nam es na force to 
tell. ¢1340 /did. 20683 (Trin.), I shal 30u telle for hit is 
fors where penne bicome hir cors. ¢c1369 Cuaucer Dethe 
Blaunche 522 ‘A! goode sir, no fors’ quod I, ¢1386 — 
Merch. T.591 It is no fors how longe that we pleye. a 1400- 
so Alexander 471 Pofe hou haue forfet, na force, so has fele 
othire. a1450 Ant. de la Tour (1868) 33 He is but a trom- 
per and a iaper, no fors, late us sende for hym. 1450-1530 
Myrr. our Ladye 325 Trino or terno, no force whether. 
1494 Fasyan Chron, vil. 575 What force, though sathan .. 
Do hym rewarde? 1540 Sir R. Saver in St. Papers (1809) 
I. 25 ‘ Well’, quoth he, ‘it is no force’. x155x RECORDE 
Pathw. Knowl. t. xxvi, Parte that arche line into two partes, 
equall other vnequall, it maketh no force. 1581 ‘T. HowELt 
Deuises (1879) 210 Imbrace the good, as for the rest, no 
force how they thee take. 1612 J. Davies AZuses Sacrif. 
etc. (Grosart) 82/2 She neuer yet so much as smiled on me; 
No force, sith I my selfe the better know. 1669 SturRMY 
Mariner's Mag.1. 19 They are Dutch Colours : no force, the 
worst of Enemies. : 

+b. Const. ofor for (a thing) = it does not matter 
about, no need to care for. Obs. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chvox. (1810) 20 Of his body was no 
force, non for him wild murne. ¢1374 CuHaucer Compd. 
Mars 197 But were she sauf, hit were no fors of me, 1486 
Bk, St. Albans Cja, Bot therof it is no force iff she be hole, 
1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 131/2 It was of lyklyhode the 
same night, or some other time sone after.. No force for the 
time quod he. 1578 WHETSTONE Promos § Cass. 1. I. iv, 
No force for that, each shyft for one, 

+21. To make (do, give, take, have, let, kythe, set) 

force: to make account (of), attach importance 
(to), give heed (to), care (for). Const. of (rarely 
Jor, at, by, i) ; also with infin. or dependent clause, 


and adsol. Obs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handi. Synne 10286 Lytel fors of hym 
pou 3yues. ¢1325 Metr. Hont. 43 Elles forze wald he nan 
mak Quether his clething war quit or blac. 1350 W772. 
Palerne 365t Of here fon no fors pei ne leten. ¢1369 
Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 542 ‘1 do no fors therof’ quod 
he. ¢1430 LypcaTE J/in. Poems 160 Som yeve no fors for 
to be forsworn. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5392 Monkes 
hors to gest he had na fors Ina hyrne of his Innes. 1470-85 
Matory Arthur 11. iii. 79, 1 take no force though I haue 
bothe their hedes. 1483 Cron. Englande (1510) Rja, 
Kynge Edwardes sone set by the Scottes no force. 1509 
Barciay Shyp Folys (1874) 1. 173 Thou ought to be as- 
shamyd To set so great fors for sylver or for golde. 152 
Lp. Berners Froissart (1812) I. 770 Sir Hugh Caurel 
made no force at his wordes. /éid.1. 419 With the whiche 
the prince was sore displeased, and set lesse force in y® 
men of the churche, in whom before he hadde great trust. 
1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osorius 512b, 1 make no 
force whether any medicine be applied. 1664 /loddan 
Field 11. 26 And of their lives took little force. 

+22. a. Hunting. 70 huni (etc.) at force (also 
of or by force) : to run (the game) down with dogs ; 
to hunt in the open with the hounds in full cry. Ods. 

(Cf. OF. courir les cexfs a force (15th c. in Littré; F. 
par force remains in Ger. par/orcejaga, the ordinary term 
for a formal ‘hunt’ in the English sense.] i 

1575 Lanenam Let. (1871) 13 Too ryde foorth into the 
Chase too hunt the Hart offors. 1576 TurBerv. Venerie i. 
3 In hunting the Raynedeare at force. 1637 B. Jonson Sad 
Sheph, 1. vi, Rob. And hunted yee at force? Mar. Ina full 
cry. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat.1. (1677) 45 If .. you 
should run him at force out of a Toil. /did. 55 The King 
of Poland makes use of them in his hunting of great Beasts 
by force. é 

+b. Zo make force at, to, upon: to rush vio- 
lently at, attack, assail. Ods. 

1607 Torsety Hour. Beasts 145 The dog .. made force 
vpon him, and the Lyon likewise at the Dogge. /did. 158 
Vpon signs giuen them to which of the stragling beastes they 
ought to make force. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. 
(1677) 62 Their manner is..to make force at him with their 
Horns. 

IV. 23. Comb. (? of the sb. or the verb-stem) : 
force-piece (see quot.); force-pipe, the pipe of 
a force-pump in which the piston works. Also 
Forcr-PUMP. 

1842 Gwitt Lucycl. Archit. § 2222 When the height of the 
force pipe is greater or less than the length of the suction 
pipe. 1882 OciLvie, Morce-fiece in mining, a piece of timber 
placed in a level shaft to keep the ground open, 

Force (foes), sb.2 focal, Also foss. [a. ON. 
Sors (Sw. fors, Da. fos).] A name in the north of 
England for a waterfall or cascade. 

1600 CampENn Brit. 686 marg., (Westmorland) Catadupz, 
The Forses. 1658 PuHitiirs, /orses, water-falls. 1769 GRAY 
Let, 18 Oct. in Poenzs (1775) 369 After dinner I went..to see 
the falls, or force, of the river Kent. 1788 W. MarsHaAti 
Yorksh. (1796) 11. 320 Foss..a waterfall. 1813 Scorr 7>ierm. 
ul. vili, Shingle and Scrae, and Fell and Force. 1839 BAILey 
Festus xix. (1848) 221 Like to a foaming force. 

+ Force, 50.3 Obs. [f. Force v.23] Only in gruel 
of force =‘ gruel forced, afforced’ (see ForcE v.53), 

c 1420 Liber Cocorumnt (1862) 47. 

Force (foe1s), v.! Forms: see the sb. [a. Fr. 
Sorcer, £. force Forox sb.] 

I. To apply force. 

1. ¢rans. To use violence to; to violate, ravish 
(a woman). - 

@1300 Cursor M. 1577 (Cott.) Wimmen bai forced a-mang 
baim. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 978 He has forsede hir and 
fylede. 1483 Caxton G. de da Tour \wiii. E vij b, She saide 
to her lord that he wolde haue forced her. 1530 Patser. 
349 The abbesse sawe that for her beaute she shulde be 
forced. c1620 Z, Boyp Zion's Flowers (1855) 143 To force 
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a maide, it sure will blot your name. 170r Swirr Cowt. 
Nobles §& Com. Wks. 1755 11.1. 10 One of them proceeding 
so far, as to endeavour to force a lady of great virtue, 1871 
H. Kine Ovid's Met. tv. 290 ‘ Let Himself’, she cried, ‘Con- 
fess, he forced me !’ 

+2. To press hard upon (in battle). Ods. 

¢ 1330 Arth. § Merl. 8951 Thai .. forced hem with mani 
dent hard, What thai come to king Riones standard. c 1400 
Destr. Troy 7671 Pai .. fforsit hym with fight .. Vnhorset 
hym in hast. ; 

3. To constrain by force (whether physical or 
moral) ; to compel ; to overcome the resistance of. 
To force (one’s) hand: to compel one to act pre- 
maturely or to adopt a policy he dislikes. Cf. Fr. 
Jorcer la main a quelqu’un. 

e400 Destr. Troy 1924 His fader vs forset with his fowle 
wille. 1551 T. Witson Logike (1580) 16 Neither can any 
Lawe bee able, violently to force the inwarde thought of 
man. 1574 Hettowes Guevara's Fam. Ep. 640 demand 
more tribute, to force thy people, to forget mee thy friend. 
1593 Suaks. 3 Hen. VJ, 1. i. 230 Art thou King, and wilt 
beforc’t? 1602 Marston Aztonio’s Rev. 1v. v, Hee whose 
great heart Heaven can not force with force. 1697 DryDEN 
Hineid vit, 808 To Force their Monarch, and insult the 
Court. 1764 Gotpsm. 7rav. 168 Where the black Swiss.. 
force a churlish soil for scanty bread. 1827 Worpsw. Per- 
secut, Scot, Covenanters, Who would force the Soul, tilts 
with a straw Against a Champion cased in adamant. 1860 
Morvey Nether. (1868) I. viii. 524 Sir Francis. .occasionally 
forced his adversaries’ hands. 

b. To put a strained sense upon (words). Also, 
to force (words) into a sense. 

1662 STILLINGFL, Orig. Sacr. 1. ii. § 2 Without forcing 
the words of Moses into such a sense. x170r SwirT Cont. 
Nobles & Com. Wks. 1755 II. 1. 43, 1 am not conscious, that 
I have forced one example. 1875 E. Wuite Life ix 
Christ iv. xxiv. (1878) 381 This is manifestly to force the 
Scripture, 

c. Card-playing, esp. in Whzst. (a) To compel 
(a player) to trump a trick, by leading a card of a 
suit of which he has none; (6) To make (a player) 
play so as to show the strength of his hand; (c) To 
cause a player to play (a certain card) by leading 
one which must have the effect of drawing it out. 

1746 Hoye Whist(ed. 6) 25 Your strong Suit forces their 
best Trumps, /did.68 Forcing, Means the obliging your 
Partner or your Adversary to trump a suit of which he has 
none. 1862 CavenpisH ///ist (1870) 28 To force or to give 
a force is to lead aforcing card. 62d. (1879) 111 If..a good 
partner refrains from forcing you, you may be sure he is 
weak. 1878 H. H. Gisps Ombre 16 Manille when led will 
necessarily force Basto if the latter be the other player’s only 
trump. 

4. To compel, constrain, or oblige (a person, 
oneself, etc.) fo do a thing (sometimes with /o 
omitted) ; to bring (things), to drive (a person, 
etc.) Zo or zz¢o (a course of action, a condition). 

c1400 Destr. Troy 6823 Pe grekes..were forsit to be fight. 
Ibid. 9965 Pai spake to be kyng, For to force hym to fight, & 
his feris help. ¢1425 WyNToUN Cyvoz. vii. xxvii. 164 For- 
town forsyd hyr to be fa. 1530 Patser. 5535/1, I force, I 
constrayne one to do a thyng. c1is9z MARLowEe Yew of 
Malta 1. i, Which fore’d their hands divide united hearts. 
1592 Suaks, Vex. §& Ad. 6x Forst to content, but neuer to 
obey, Panting he lies. 1652-62 Heyrin Cosimogr. 11. (1673) 
82/t Who..being forced for to forsake their Country, came 
and settled here. 1673 R. Happock ¥rnd, in Camden 
Misc. (1881) 25 The wind..forct us strick our yard. 1770 
Funius Lett. xli. 218 Your fears have. .forced you to resign. 
1803 Med. Frnd. X. 510 Solid or fluid substances exciting 
vomiting .. act as powerful stimuli on the disordered state 
of the stomach, and force it to preternatural contraction. 
1845 M. Patrison /ss. (1889) I. 4 When men are forced into 
daily and hourly action in matters where they cannot be 
indifferent spectators. 1867 Smites Huguenots Eng. vii. 
(1880) 121 Many of the fugitives. .appear to have been forced 
to attend Mass. 1874 Green Short Hist. ii. § 8 Every 
knight was forced to arm himself with coat of mail. 

b. Zass. (of a thing) Zo be forced to be, etc.: to 
be of necessity. Now collog. or vulgar. 

169t IT. H[are] Acc. New Invent. 47 The Rudder-Irons 
being eaten by the Rust, were forced to be shifted. bz. 49 
The Lead was forced to be cut away in many places. 

+e. ellipt. (=force to believe) To convince. Obs. 

1g81 Sipney Astr. § Stedla viii, Forct, by a tedious proofe, 
that Turkish hardned hart Is not fit marke, 

5. To urge, compel to violent effort; + to exert 
(one’s strength) to the utmost. 

To force the pace or the running (in a race): toadopt, 
and thus force one’s competitors to adopt, a rate of speed 
likely to harass them and improve one’s own chance of 
winning. 70 force the bidding: at a sale by auction, to 
run the price up rapidly. To_force one’s voice: to attempt 
notes beyond the natural compass. To force the gauze in 
Cricket: Of a batsman: To run some risks in order to 
increase the rate of scoring, and so give one’s side a better 
chance of winning a game. 

1697 Drypen eid vi. 487 High on a Mounting Wave, 


my head I bore, Forcing my Strength, and gath’ring to the | 


Shore, 1825 DanneLey Lvcycl. Mus. s.v. Force, When. .the 
instrument or voice is forced, sound becomes noise. . To Force 
the voice, is to exceed its diapason and natural strength, 

+b. ref. and intr. To do one’s utmost endea- 
your, strive. Ods. 

@1300 Cursor M. 18089 (Cott.) And forces yow wit might 
and main Stalworthli to stand a-gain. ¢1340 Hamrote 
Prose Tr. 6 Sothely fra pat tym furthe I forced me for to 
luf Jhesu. 1382 Wycur Zcclus. xxix. 19 He that forseth 
manye thingus to do, shall fallen in to dom. a1400-50 
Alexander 2659 Pof he hym forsyd hafe The charge of hys 
chiftane chefely to fylle. 1579 SreNsER Sheph. Cal. Apr. 
24 Forcing with gyfts to winne his wanton heart, 1596 — 

. Q. Vv. vi, 11 Forcing in vaine the rest to her to tell. 
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6. To overpower by force. a. To make a for- 
cible entry into; to take by force, to storm (a 
stronghold) ; to board (a ship). Also, To effect 
a passage through (mountains, a river, an enemy’s 
lines) by force. 

1581 SAvILE Zacitus’ Hist. 1. ix. (t591) 58 By whose per 
swasion his shippe was forced and taken. 1608 GoLDING 
Epit. Frossard 1. 10 At length the Citie .. was forced by 
assault. 1695 BiackmorE ?». Arth. 1v. 517 The Invading 
Saxon fore’d our Lines. 1810 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. 
VII. 56, I have no doubt, the enemy is not..able to force 
the position of the allies in this country. 1825 TI’. Jerrer- 
son A ztobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 98 The people.. forced the prison 
of Saint Lazare. 1839 Keicuttey Hist, Eve. I]. 43 The 
rebels once more prepared to force the ford. 1854 J.S. C. 
Axspotr Wafoleom (1855) I. iv. 86 Hannibal..forced the 
Alps; but we have turned them. 

transf. 1627 May Lucan u. 463 Vntill The sea diuided 
him, and water forc’d The land. 1821 Crare 202. Minstr. 
I. 136 Stopping up the mimic rills, Till they forc’d their 
frothy bound, 

b. To break open (a gate, etc.); to break (a 
lock); *to pierce (armour). Also ¢o force oper. 

1623 Bincuam Xenophon, Lipsius’ Compar. 4 The Par- 
thian Arrows forced all kinde of Armor. a@1639 Srorris- 
woop fist, Ch. Scot. iv. (1677) 188 The Citizens .. being 
denied entry, forces the gates. 1781 Gippon Decl. & J. 
III. 236 The..dwelling..was forced open by one of the 
powerful Goths. 1834 Mrepwin Angler in Wales Il. 57 
Having no means of forcing the gate. 1849 MacauLay 
Hist, Eng. 111. 302 No blacksmith. . would force the lock of 
the President’s lodgings. 1887 77zzes 31 Aug. 13/4 A win- 
dow had been forced as well as a desk, 

+c. To compel to give way or yield ; to over- 
power (troops, a guard). Ods. 

a164t Br. Mountacu Acts & Alon. (1642) 246 He..dis- 
lodged, forced, apprehended many of them. 1718 Col. Rec. 
Pennsylv. V11. 51 And fforced two of their men. 1782 
Gigson Decl. §& /, 11.120 The emperor soon removed the 
only obstacle that could embarrass his motions, by forcing a 
body of troops which had taken post in an amphitheatre. 

7. To drive by force, propel against resistance, 
impel. Chiefly const. with prep., or with advbs. 

1582 N. Licuertexp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. iii. 
8b, Their skinnes be so hard that no speare can pearce the 
same, albeit it be forced vpon it with great strength. 1634 
Bate Myst. Nat. § Art. 1. 17 Another manner of forcing 
water. a@1691 Boyle Ast. Air (1692) 138 They set up 
some turfs on the lee side of the hole, to catch, and so force 
down the fresh air, 1700 S, L, tr. Hryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 208 
Those that delight in Hunting, may find great quantities of 
Beasts forced up into the Mountains at that time. 1704 
Avpison /taly 4 We were forc’d by contrary Winds into 
St.Remo. @ 1732 'T. Boston Crook in Lot (1805) 115 When 
ye work against him, to force up your condition. 1818 
M. G, Lewis Frud. W. Ind. (1834) 299 At least three inches 
of the blade were forced into his right side. 1849 JAMES 
Woodman i, Through which the stream seemed to have 
forced itself, 1878 Browninc La Sazsiaz 59 Idle hopes that 
lure man onward, forced back by as idle fears. 

absol. 3588 GreENE Pazdosto (1607) Aiv b, Where fancy 
forced friendship was of no force. 

8. zztr. To make one’s way by force. Also with 
in, owt, up. Now rare. 

1653 Hotcrorr Procopius 1. 46 The Marriners rowed, 
and with much toyle forcedup. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 
uu. 426 For Love they force thro’ Thickets. 1707 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 4380/3 The Firebrand..drove off, and fore’d in 
under a Fore-Course for the Light of St. Agnes. 1713 
Warver True Amazons 150 When you feel them..ready 
to force out of your Hand. 1791 Mrs. IncuBatp Sinzp. 
Story III. xii, 178 You have dared to visit her—to force into 
her presence and shock her. 1853 Kane Grinnell. Exp. 
xliv. (1856) 406 We gradually force ahead, breasting aside 
the floes, 

9. trans. To press, put, or impose (something) 
forcibly 07, 2zponw (a person), and szmply. Also, 
+ Zo force (a person) ov, wfor (something): to 
oblige to resort to. 

16or Suaks. Twel, N.ut.i.127 To force that on you.. 
Which you knew none of yours. 1683 A. D. Aré Converse 
30 This barbarous custom of forcing drink upon men, 1709 
Swirt Adv, Relig. Wks. 1755 II. 1. 106 New men, whose 
narrow fortunes have forced them upon industry and appli- 
cation. 175% JortIN Seve. (1771) IL. iii. 43 An observation 
which will force itself upon you. a 1848 R. W. Hamitton 
Rew. §& Punish. viii. (1853) 383 The warfare is forced 
upon us, 1872 J. L. Sanrorp “stim. Eng. Kings, Chas. I, 
334 However plainly the facts of the case were forced on 
his attention, 

+b. To lay stress upon, press home, urge. Ods. 
Also, To enforce (a law, etc.). 

1580 H. Girrorp Gilloflowers (1875) 87 But will that 
stately Dame, Still bad me write, not forcing any blame? 
1603 SuHaxs. Meas. for M, 1. i, 110 Has he affections in 
him That thus can make him bite the Law by th’ nose, 
When he would force it? 1607 Drayton Cromwell ii. in 
nea Mag. (1610) 520 Forcing my good, excusing of 
my ill, 

ce. In Conjuring with cards (see quot. 1888). 

1880 Browninc Dranz, Idyls Ser, 1. Clive 116 You forced 
a card and cheated! 1888 Kunarp Card Tricks 13 To 
Jorce a card .. consists in making a person select from a 
pack any particular card you desire him to take, while he 
imagines he is taking one quite at haphazard, /dzd. 14 To 
force, you must never be in a hurry ., Four cards from the 
same pack were forced upon him, 


10. To bring about, effect, or produce by force 
or effort; to bring about of necessity, or as a 
necessary result. Also, 70 force a passage, one’s 
way. det. and jig. 


1551 T. Witson Logike (1580) 42b, Yet are thei not any 
cause to force the effect, 1593 Suaxs. Lucr. 689 This forced 
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league doth force a further strife. 1640 HaBpincton Zdw, 
LV, 35 Vhe Nobility in generall lookt discontented, or else 
but fore’d a smile. 1651 Hoppes Leviath, xxix. 173 A.. 
strong endeavour of the Heart, to force a passage for the 
Bloud. 1680 Orway Orphan u. i. 413 What man of sense 
would. .force a grave starch’t face When he’s avery Libertine 
in’s heart? 1693 Concreve Old Bach. 1. iv, I don’t force 
appetite, but wait the natural call of my lust. 1697 Dampier 
Voy. 1.1.6 We should. .force our way through their Country. ° 
171X SHAFTESBURY Charac. Misc. n1. i. (1737) III. 46 If these 
Dealers are numerous, they will force a Trade. 1790 CaTu. 
Granam Lett, Educ, 30 Hearers, who could hardly force 
such a seeming attention as is consistent with common 
politeness. 1802 C. James Milit. Dict., To force a pas- 
sage, to oblige your enemy to retire..and thus open a way 
into the country which he had occupied. 1809 RoLAND 
Lrencing 81 You may .. force a favourable opportunity to 
deliver the thrust you had thus premeditated. 1875 JowrTT 
Plato (ed. 2) III. 416 These studies force their way by their 
natural charm. 

11. To obtain ortake by force; to win byviolence; 
to draw forth (/¢¢. and fig.) as a necessary conse- 
quence; to extort, elicit. Also, to force. away, out. 

1602 Marston Azztonio’s Rev. 1. ii, A modest eye forceth 
affection. b/d. 1v. iii, What I here speake is forced from 
my lips By the pulsive straine of conscience. 1655 STANLEY 
Hist. Philos. 1,(1701) 46/2 Cleobulus. .and Periander. .forced 
a reputation. 1676 Hoppers /éad 1. 375 His Officers from 
me have forc’t my prey. 1697 DrypEN A?nezd x. 538 It 
stuck so fast.. That scarce the Victor forc’d the Steel away. 
1703 Pore Lhebais 301 How long shall man. .force unwilling 
vengeance from the sky! 1715 Lapy M. W. Monracu 
Town Eclogues u. 46 A lady..With gentle strugglings let 
me force this ring. 1719 De For Crusoe t. iv, ‘Vhis forced 
tears from my eyes. 1723 ATTERBURY Answ. Consid. Spirit 
M, Luther 65 The Heat of the Dispute had fore’d out from 
him Expressions that seem’d to make his Doctrine run higher 
than really it did. 1818 Jas. Mivt Brit. /udia II. v. ix. 715 
Means..were employed to force out the real state of the facts. 
1818 M.G. Lewis Frul. W. Ind. (1834) 56 Somebody. .had 
endeavoured to force it [a medal] away. 1845 M. Pattison 
Ess. (1889) I. 14 A moral power. . forcing from them a sort of 
recognition of its claims. ; 

12. To hasten by artificial means the maturity of 
(plants, fruit, etc.). Also zztr. for ref. 

1719 Lonpon & Wise Compl. Gard. 304 We force Sorrel 
and wild Endive. 1823 New Monthly Mag. 1X. 453/2 Vhe 
Scarlets will force in a peach-house, or vinery. 1832 xazi- 
zner 80x /1 Nomination burghs have been forced like mush- 
rooms, 1842 BranpEe Dict. Sc. etc. s.v. Morcing, Cherries 
having been forced .. from the time of Charles II, Mod. 
A premature scholar forced in a so-called ‘ preparatory’ 
school, : 

II. To give, add, have force. 

+13. To give force or strength to; to strengthen, 
reinforce; also, to fortify, garrison (a place), to man 
(fortifications). Ods. 

¢1430 Lypca. Bochas 1.ix. (1544) 20a, Polinices to forcen his 
partie Ywedded had the kinges doughter dere. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. (1858) 1. 13 Syne forcit it [the stronghold] with 
fowseis..And dowbill dykes. 1560 Rotianp Crt. Venus 1. 
847 With stark draw brig, weil forcit with fortalice. 1605 
Suaks, JZacb. v. v. 5 Were they not forc’d with those that 
should be ours, We might haue.. beate them backward 
home. @1618 RateicH AZol, (1650) 28 If you shall find 
that any great number of Souldiers be newly sent into Orre- 
noque..and that the Passages be already Forc’d. 1794 W. 
Hurcuinson Hist. Durhant III. 175 The ground. .appears 
to have been forced, and is trenched round. 1810 C. JAMES 
Milit. Dict. (ed. 3), To force, to man the works of a garrison. 

+b. To fine (wine) by a short process. Ods. 

1731-3 P. SHaw Chem. Lect. (1755) 208 These are the 
common Methods of Forcing at present used in the Wine- 
Business, 1802 WituicH Dom. LEncycl. 11, Forcing of 
Wine: see Clarification. 1839 Hartiry Wine § Spirit 
Merchants’ Con. 44 Fine or force this wine with the 
whites and shells of ten eggs. 

+14. Chiefly in negative sentences: a. ¢rans. 
To attach force or importance to; to care for, 
regard; often with a strengthening phrase, as a 
bean, a pin, a straw. Obs. 

c 1400 Dest, Troy 1929 We fors not his frendship, ne fere 
of his hate. 1509 BarcLay Shyp of Kolys 71a, Vhey forse 
no thynge so they may money wyn. 1587 Turserv. /7zt. 
& Sonn. (1837) 394 Force nat the face, regard nat feature 
So. 1893 SHAKS. Lzcr. 1021, I force not argument a straw. 
1606 J. Raynotps Dolarney’s Print. (1880) 92 They feare 
not death, they force him not a pin. 1614 Cur. Brooke 
Poems (Grosart) Rich, LTT, 50, 1 forst no public wrack..So 
I might rule. t 

+ (6) with a sentence as obj. Ods, 

1500-20 Dunpar Poems lviii. 22 Thay fors bot litill how it 
fure. 1568 Yacob § Esau u. ii, I force not what it were, so 
that I had toeate. 1580 H. Girrorp Gilloffowers (Grosart) 
98 Let them speak and spare not, I force not a beane. 
61x SpEED Hist. Gt. Brit, 1x. xx. (1632) 985 They forced 
not what part they tooke so that they might bee reuenged. 

(ce) with zzf. as 067. To care Zo, think it of con- 
sequence, or worth while zo. Also, to hesitate, 
scruple. Ods. 

1s0g Barciay Shyp of Folys 17ob, To theyr company 
none forsyth to resort. 1546 Bate Ang. Votaries 1. 
(1550) 60b, He forced not to be perjured. 1563 Hozuilies 
u. Right Use of Church u. (1859) 163 Another..forceth not 
to hear the common prayer of the minister. 1588 SHAKs. 
L. L. L. v. ii. 440 Your oath once broke, you force not to 
forsweare. 1591 Harincron Ovi. Mur. 1. lxix, His name 
I will not force To tell, sith you desire to know the same. 

+b. intr. To trouble oneself, be concerned, care. 


Const. for, of, rarely on. Obs. 

1471 Riptey Comp, Alch. v. xxxy. in Ashm, (1652) 156 He 
forsyth lyttyll of other menys losse. 1513 More in Grafton 
Chron. (1568) II. 785 The Fryer forced for no shame. 1547 
RecorvE ¥udic. Ur. 2, I force nott though he doubt also of 
my truth in the same, 1548 Haut Chron, Hen. VITL an. 


FORCE. 


22 (1809) 774 He [Wolsey] forced litle en Simony. 18573 
New Custom u. iii, I force not I, so the vyllaine were dead. 
1605 CampEN Kem, Wise Sp. 190 The Duke answered: I 
force not of such fooleries, 

+15. tmpers. or quasi-zmpers. To be of force, im- 
portance, or weight; to matter, signify. Ods. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 2001 Pen how fele be att pe flote, it 
forcez bot lityll. 1553 T. Witson Rhet. (1580) 75 What 
forceth when we die. 1603 OwEN Pembrokesh, (1891) 150 
Whose soever they be yt forceth not. 

+ Force, v.% Obs. [ad. AF. forcer, f. forces 
fem. pl.:—L. forjices, forfex clipping-shears.] ¢vans. 
To clip or shear (wool, the beard); esp. to clip 
off the upper and more hairy part of (wool). 

[1429 Act 8 Hen. VI, c. 22 Ceux qi clakkent & forcent les 
bones lains du roialme.] c1440 Promp. Parv.170/2 Foorcyn, 
or clyppyn, foudeo. 1543 tr. Act 8 Hen. VI, c. 22 That do 
clackke and force the good wolles of the realme. 1607 
Cowe tt /uterpr. s.v. Clack, To force wooll is to clip of the 
vpper and more heary part of it. 1641 Best Harm. Bhs. 
(Surtees) 9 This the shepheardes call forcinge of them. 
1706 in Puitiirs. 1721-90 in BAILEY. 

Hence Fo'rced /f/. a.; Forcing vd/. sb. Also 
Force sb. Shetl. dial. (see quot. 1819). 

c1440 Promp. Pavv. 170/2 Foorcyd, as mennys beerdys 
..capitonsus. Jbid., Foorcyd, as wulle, ¢ousus. TLbid., 
Foorcynge, tonsura. 1819 ReEs Cycl. XXXII. s. v. Sheep, 
When the new fleece has acquired about two months’ 
growth, the rough hairs termed _/ovs spring up. .[The ‘fors’] 
is separated from it [the wool] in dressing the fleece, by an 
operation called forsing. 1866 EpmMonpston Shetl. Gloss., 
forsens, the refuse of wool. 

+ Force, v.° Ods. [Alteration of Farce v.!, 
by confusion with Force v.1] 

1. =Farce v.11. 

In the rsth c. Cookery-bks. aforce is often used in the 
same contexts as this vb. ; in some passages the sense may 
be ‘to strengthen’ (as by adding gravy), ‘to season, spice.’ 

2a1400 Tourn. Tott. Feast x, Dongesteks in doralle 
Was forsed wele with charcoll. c¢1420 Liber Cocorunt (1862) 
27 Fors hit with spicys. c¢x4s0 Two Cookery-bks. u. 
(1888) 117 Yiffe pou wilt haue it forced, hete milke [etc.]. 
1747 Mrs. GiassE Cookery 18 To Force a Leg of Lamb. 

ge. 1606 Suaxs. Tr. & Cr. m1. iii. 232 Force him with 

praises, poure in, poure in, his ambition is dry. did. v. i. 
64 Wit..larded with malice and malice forced with wit. 
=Farce v.! 3, Also, to fatten (animals). 

@1571 Jewet Sermz. (1603) 227 Here wil I speak nothing 
of forcing and quaffinge, God keepe it farre from Christian 
tables. 1793 Residence in France (1797) 1. 355 Forcing 
him with bons morceaux till he has an indigestion. 1847 
HAuuweELt, Yorvce..to fatten animals. Last. 

Hence Forced f/. a.; Forcing v0. sb. 

[c1390 in S. Pegge Forme of Cury (1780) 12 Grewel 
forced. 14.. Moble Bk. Cookery (Napier 1882) 88 Gruelle 
enforced.] 1538 Evior, Pulmentarium, potage made with 
fleshe or fyshe, as forced gruell. 1688 R. Horme Armoury 
mm. iil, 82/2 A Forced Leg of Mutton. 1709 Appison 
Tatler No. 148 ® 3 High Soups, seasoned Sauces, and 
forced Meats. 1790 Grose Provinc. Gloss. (ed. 2) Suppl., 


Forcing, fattening. orf. 
+ Fo'rceable, a. Ols—!  [ad. OF. forcabie, 


f. forcer to force.] That may be forced. 

1574 Hettowes Gueuara’s Fant. Ep. 201 In humane lawes 
there be more things arbitrable than forceable. 
Forceable, obs. form of ForcrBiE. 

+ Fo'rceage. Obs. rare. [f. Foron sb.1+-acu.] 
The action of forcing, compulsion. 

¢1470 Harpinc Chyon. Ded. vii. 4 Y° sharpe spurre of 
marciall forceage. 

Forced (fosst), Af/. a. 
1. Subjected to violence. 
X62t G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. 1. 705 She..implores the 
liquid Sisters Aid To change her Shape and pity a fore’d 
Maid. did. n1. 694 Let his fore’d breath Expire in groans. 

2. Compelled, imposed, or exacted by force; en- 
forced, compulsory ; not spontaneous, voluntary, or 


optional. + Forced man: a pressed man. 

1576 FLeminc Panxofpl. Epist. 261 Wherein is declared the 
merite of free obedience and forced duetie. 1621 G. SaNpys 
Ovid's Met. 1. 107 To this alone I give a forc’d Consent. 
1661 Papers on Alter. Prayer-bk. 77 They had many 
Lyturgies in one Princes Dominion, and those alterable, 
and not forced. 1702 Dennis Comic. Gallant 49 A forced 
Marriage is but a lawful Rape. 1734 tr. Rollin’s Anc. 
Hist, (1827) VI. xv. xiii. 205 A’forced peace is soon followed 
by war. 1748 Axson’s Voy. 1. ili. 28 Spaniards being no 
strangers to the dissatisfaction of their forced men. 1781 
Gipson Decl. & F. III. 110 Forced or fictitious testaments. 
1798 NeEtson 27 Jan. in Nicolas Disf. (1845) III. 4 There 
ought to be the greatest difference made between a forced 
man and the man who voluntarily offers his life to preserve 
his country. 1812 Byron Ch. Har. u. vii, There no forced 
banquet claims the sated guest. 18.. R. C. Browne JZi7- 
ton’s Poems Introd. p. li, From March 1626 to July 1627, 
when the system of forced loans was in full operation. 1866 
Crump Banking vii. 145 The forced paper currency. 1872 
Yeats Growth Cont. 35 The forced labour of slaves. 

b. Forced move: in a game, one rendered inevit- 
able by the action of the adversary or the position 


of the piece. Cf. forced put, FORCE-PUT. 

1890 R. F. Green Chess 31 The capture of a Pawn ex 
Passant is a forced move, if none other be possible. _ 

3. Produced or maintained with effort ; strained. 
Forced march: ‘one in which the marching power 
of the troops is forced or exerted beyond the ordi- 
nary limit’ (Adm. Smyth). 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen, IV, ut. i. 135 "Tis like the fore’t gate 
of a shuffling Nagge. 31677 YArranton Line. Improv. 132 
No forc’t hast ; but Thrashing and carrying the corn to the 
Granary in times wherein his servants have leisure. 1 
Rozertson Chas. V, 111. vit. 39 He..by a forced marc 


[f. Forcu v.1+-Ep 1] 
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gotinto Ferté. 1825 BentHam Ration. Rew. 271 This being 
sold at a forced price, the merchant will take care not to 
replace it. 1840 THIRLWALL Greece VII. liv. 38 Alexander 
.. by a forced night-march, reached the Hydrastes at day- 
break. 1889 Mitrorp Pocket Dict. Mining, Forced pro- 
duction, to work a mine so as to make it produce a greater 
output than can be maintained. 


b. In literary usage: Strained, distorted. Cf. 


Force v,! 3 b. 

1583 Furxe Defence i. § 52. 67 Neither doth Caluine.. 
thinke it..a forced translation. 1678 Cupwortu /7ted/. 
Syst. 309 The Greek Etymologies of this word, seem to be all 
.- Violent and Forced. 1724 A. Cotiins Gr. Chr. Relig. 173 
Fore’d interpretations. 1782 PriestLey Corrupt. Chr. I. 1. 
163 Without any forced Construction it may be turned against 
this favourite opinion. 1812 WoopHOUSE Ast¢rou. xxxvi. 360 
Without any forced analogies. 

e. Of actions, demeanour, gestures, etc.: Affected, 


artificial, constrained, unnatural. 

1621 WitHER Motto Bja, For much I hate the forced 
Apish tricks, Of those our home-disdaining Politicks. 1687 
Drypen Hind & P. m. 78 Her forc’d civilities, her faint 
embrace. 1891 C.T.C, James Rom. Rigmarole 80 In spite 
of her forced calmness, 

+4. Artificially made or prepared; as opposed 
to zatural. Chiefly of soils. Oéds. 

1622 Fretcuer Beggar's Bush u. i, Call in your crutches, 
..Forc’d eyes and teeth, with your deadarms. 1650 FULLER 
Pisgah 1. x. 433 The very bottome or floor thereof (being 
forced ground). 1664 EveLyN Kad. Hort. (1729) 200 Pot 
them [Tuberoses] in natural not forc’d earth. 1688 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 2363/4 Lost..a light bay Gelding..6 years old, 
with a forced mark on the Forehead. 

5. Of plants, a crop, etc.: Made to bear, or pro- 
duced, out of the proper season. Cf. Force v.! 12. 

1695 ConcreveE Love for L. v. ii, I’m. .none of your forced 
trees, that pretend to blossom in the fall, and bud when they 
should bring forth fruit. 1866 Mrs. Gasket, Wives & 
Daz. xxviii, Our forced strawberries are just ready. 

+6, Fortified, made strong against attack. Ods. 

1848 Hart Chron., Hen. V (an. 6) 59 b, And beside that 
chayne he sette vp a new forced bridge. 1602 WARNER 
Alb. Eng. Epit. (1612) 356 Seuerus his forced vallie, with 
other strong. .fabrications. 

Forcedly (foeu1sédli), adv. 
In a forced manner. 

1548. Tuomas /t¢al. Dict., (1567), Sforzatamente, forcedly, 
or by constrainte. 1571 GoLpiInG Calvin on Ps. xxvii. 9 
That which followeth some Hebrew interpreters expound 
a little more forcedly. 1646 P. ButKELry Gosfel Covt. 1. 
153 They follow him not forcedly, but. .they submit willingly 
to his regiment. 1872 Biack Adv. Phaeton xxv. 343 Ina 
forcedly merry way. 1885 Manch. Exam. 10 Sept. 2/t The 
passage may be not forcedly construed as meaning [etc.]. 

Forcedness (foov1sédnés). [f. as prec. + -NuSS. ] 
The quality of being forced. 

1660 H. More AZyst. God?. v. xvi. 193 So much of forced- 
ness and incoherency is there in the making out this false 
Hypothesis. 1725 BrapLey Faw. Dict. s.v. Plover, The 
Forcedness of the Motion. 1704 WortHincToN Millennium 
in MZiscell. 2 Against the forcedness and incongruity of this 
sense much might be said. 

Forced put: see Forcr-Pur. 

+ Force-fish. Ods. rare. [f. Foron v.3, after 
ForcemMeEat.] ? Stuffing for fish. 

1741 Compl. Fam.-Piece 1. ii. 132 You may put some 
Oysters and Marrow in your Force-fish, if you please. 


Forceful (foe1sful), a. [f. Foron s6.1+-rut.] 


1. Full of force, powerful, strong, vigorous. 

1616 Cuapman Homer's Hymn to Venus 1. 204 From all 
the Fayre Of this so forcefull concourse. 1697 DrypEn Virg. 
Georg. 1. 374 The Waters. . Black Sands, as from a forceful 
Engine throw. 1725 Pore Odyss. vi. 150 With forceful 
strength a branch the Heroe rends. 1784 Cowper Jas tv. 
315 The lands..Upturn’d so lately by the forceful share. 
1824 Scott Let. to Ld. Montagu 15 June in Lockhart, The 
Turf is no doubt a very forceful temptation. 1888 Bryce 
Amer. Commu, III. Ixxvii. 18 In the hands of a forceful 
minister. _ t 

b. Of speech, style, etc.: Cogent, impressive, 


efficacious, effective. 

1571 Gotpinc Calein on Ps. \xxiv. 18 A forcefull manner 
of speaking. 1591 SyLvEsTER Dz Bartas i. ii. 480 A Word 
so force-full and significant. 1746 CoLtiins AZanners 72 
Each forceful thought. 1828 Blackw. Mag. XXIV. 8 His 
clear classical, forceful style. 1870 Proctor Other Worlds 
vi. 147 A forceful argument. 1886 Ruskin Preéevita I. ii. 
54 Melodious and forceful verse. P 

2. Acting with force or violence; boisterous, im- 


petuous, violent. 

1592 WyrLey Armorie 145 The forcefull floud his vessell 
doth not spaire. 1606 Sy_vEstER Du Bartas u. iv. Trophies 
1038 Whose forceful stream runs smoothly serpenting. 
1812 Examiner 28 Sept. 620/t The forceful ejection of a 
man and his family from their home. 1846 Kester Lyra 
Innoc. (1873) 149 Her forceful knocking must Heaven’s door 
assail. 1871 Biackie Your Phases i. 49 As trees by forceful 
artifice are made to grow downwards. . instead of upwards. 

b. Driven with force or violence, 

1697 DrypeN Afneid uu. 65 Against the Steed he threw 
His forceful Spear. 1776 Micke tr. Camoens’ Lusiad 164 
Deep through the ranks the forceful weapon past. 


3. quasi-adv. = FORCEFULLY. 

1718 Rowe Lucan iv. 1023 While his broad Knee bears 
forceful on his Groin, 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1862) I. 
xiii. 7t The water would burst out as forceful from the one 
as the other. 

Hence Fo'rcefully adv.; Fo'rcefulness. 

ax774 Gotpsm. Surv. Exper. Philos. (1776) 1. 415 The 
external fluid. .presses against it as forcefully as its contents 
press out. 31822 Examiner 616/2 He sang very pleasingly, 
if not forcefully. 1825 Hone Avery-day Bk. I. 7. By .. 
forcefulness of wealth. 1832 Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 117 


[f. prec. + -Ly 2.] 





FORCENE. 


It will butt forcefully against the ramparts, 1866 Contemp. 
Rev. Il, 156 The idiomatic forcefulness of Calvin. 

+ Forcehead, corrupted form of Faucer. 

1598 FLorio, Siva, a spigot, a gimblet, a forcehead, or tap 
to drawe drinke with. 

+Forcel. Ods. [a. OF. forcelle (in 16th c. 
Jourcelle), dim. of forche FoRK.] = CANNEL-BONE 2. 

(R. Holme mistakenly identifies it with CANNEL-BONE 3.) 

1610 MarkHaM Masterp. 11. iv. 219 Then is there the two 
spade-bones, and from thence to the forcels or canel bones 
other 2 bons called the marrow-bones. 1688 R. Ho_me 
Armoury i. 153/2 The Forcels or canal bones [of a Horse] 
..are the Bones about the Knee. 

Forceless (foe 1slés), a. [f. Forcz sd.1 + -Luss.] 


Without force ; devoid of force. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 572/2 He waxeth force- 
lesse and carelesse. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Just. tv. xix. 
(1634) 723 marg., Extreme annointing is a forcelesse and 
unwarranted ceremonie. 1604 Epmonps Odserv. Cxsar’s 
Comm. 58 Vhe practise of the Romaines in taking in any 
towne, was to leaue them forcelesse. 1742 CoLtins Sz7- 
plicity 39 Love, only love, her forceless numbers mean. 1813 
Scort Rokeby 1. xxiv, Feeble heart and forceless hand. 1883 
Momerte Personality iv. 106 A mass of forceless atoms. 

Hence + Fo'rcelessly adv. 

1611 Corer., Jbecillement, weakly. .forcelessly. 


+ Fo'rcelet 1. Ods. Forms: 4-7 force(1)let(t, 
4-5 fors(e)let. [a. AF. forcelet (whence Anglo- 
Lat. forcelletum), £. force: see ForcE sb.1] A little 


fort or fortress. 

13.. &. £. Allit, P. B. 1200 Pay ne stray my3t A fote fro 
pat forselet to forray no goudes. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 4358 
A full faynt forcelett. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI (an. 19) 
141 Or thei could attain to any toune, or forcelet. 1616 
Surrt. & Marxnu. Country Farme vu. xix. 670 This house 
must bee made like vnto a little forcellet or fort strong. 


+ Forcelet 2. Ods. Also forslet. [Corruptly 
a. OF. forceret, dim. of forcer: see Forcer1] A 


small ‘forcer’ or coffer. 

c1478 Partenay 1081 A forcelet wrought fresh of yuor 
bon. 1532 in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 167 Elyn Samplyn 
my serv' a copull of benches and a forslet. 1565 JEWEL Def 
A pol, (1611) 28: To carrie home the Sacrament in their Nap- 
kins, and to keepe it in forcelets. 


+ Forcely, a. and adv. Obs. 
-LY1 and 2.] 
A. az. Of strong build, vigorous. B. adv. By 


or with force or power, vigorously, violently. 

a1488 Henryson Poevis (1865) 169 The foullis fair sa forcelie 
thay fle. 1508 Dunpar Twa Mariit Wemen 430 Full oft I 
blenk by my buke ..To se quhat berne .. forgeit is maist 
forcely. 1535 Stewart Cro. Scot. III. 150 In thair de- 
fence thair war tha slane ilk man, Syne forcelie on thame 
the toun tha wan. 

Force-meat (foe-1sjmit). [f. Force v.3 + 
Mear.] Meat chopped fine, spiced, and highly 
seasoned, chiefly used for stuffing or as a garnish. 


Also attrib., as force-meat bail. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury il. iii. 82/2 Force Meat, is Meat 
with a stuffing of Herbs, or other things made to that 
purpose. 1747 Mrs. Grasse Cookery 13 To make Force- 
Meat Balls. /did. 44 Stuff the Bellies of the Pigeons with 
Force Meat made thus. 1853 Soyer Panxtroph. 147 Preserve 
the intestines entire, and .. fill them with force meat. 1892 
Encycl. Cookery (Garrett) I. 605 Forcemeat Cutlets. 


Forcement (foe1sméent). [a. F. forcement 
f. force-r; see Forcx v.1 and -MENT.] 

+1. a. Strengthening ; in quot. 7g. encourage- 
ment. b. concv. Something which strengthens; a 


fortification. Obs. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. xxv. 12 And the forsemens, or strengthis 
[Vulg. szninenta] of thin he3e walles shul togidere falle, 
and be lowid. 1533 BeLtenpEeN Livy v. (1822) 314 Thir 
wourdis gif..grete audacite and forcement to the Volschis. 

+2. An act of deforcement : see DEFORCEMENT 2. 

1479 Act. Dom. Conc. (1839) 33 Vnlawis of grenewod, 
mureburne, forsmentis, ; 5 

+3. Compulsion; also, a compelling motive. 

1524 Pace Let. Hen. VIII. in Strype Eccl. Men. 1. App. 
xi. 20 Without great forcement to go bolt upright, wee could 
not avoide to fal down headlyng. 1541 CRANMER in S¥, 
Papers (1836) 1. 691 Al that Derame did unto her was of 
his importune forcement. 1565 GoLpING Ovid's Met. x1. 
(1593) 266 Thine owne renowme, thy grandsire Jove are 
forcements thereunto. 1607 Dekker Hist, Sir 7. Wyatt 
Wks. 1873 III. 122 It was impos’d vpon vs by constraint. . 
And will you count such forcement treacherie? 1634 W. 
Woop New Eng. Prosp. (1865) 24 They have seene a Deare 
leape three score feet at little or no forcement. 

4. Gunnery. (See quot.) 

1892 Field 10 Dec. 915/2 Neither the diameter of the 
chamber nor the ‘forcement’ of the projectiles has any 
primary influence on the recoil. zo¢e, This isa French word, 
for which we have no English equivalent..it has, however, 
been Anglicised, and is now generally used in gunnery 
treatises. Its signification is the excess of diameter of the 
projectile over that of the bore. 

+ Forcene, v. Ods. Also forsene. [a. F. 
Jorcener, forsener, f. fors (see For- pref3) + OF. 
sen sense.] intr. To be or become mad or 


frantic. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xviii. 68 O man of all other the 
moost forcened oute of thy wyt. did. xxviii. 108 She all 
atones forsened as a persone that ys madde. 


|| Forcené (fps’ne). Her. [a. F. forcendé, pa. 
pple. of forcener: see prec.] (See quot.) 

1725 Coats Dict. Herald., Forcené, as Cheval Forcené, 
is a Horse rearing or standing on his hinder Legs. 1889 
in Etvin Dict. Her 


[f. Foror 561+ 


FORCENERY. 


+ Forcenery. Ods. [a. OF. forcenerie, f. 
Jorcener: see FORCENE v.] Madness. 

1480 Caxton Ovid’s Met. x. vii, Vf it be of rage or for- 
cenerye. 1484 — Ryall Bk. C vj, Suche folye is callyd for- 
senerye or woodnesse. 

+Forceness. Ods. 

Force, strength, violence. 

13.. Gaw. §& Gr. Kut. 646 Pat alle his forsnes he fong at 
pe fyue ioyez [of the Virgin Mary]. 1519 Horman V2le. 268 
We may dispoynt and alaye the forcenes of our ennemies by 
ofte remouynge of the hoste. 

Forceppea (fpusept), a. nonce-wd. [f. For- 
CEP(S+-ED2.] Having or provided with forceps. 

1845 Hoop Wixter Nosegay ii, Sour leaf To garden thief, 
Forcepp’d or winged, was never a temptation. 

Forceps (ffiseps). ség. and Z/. Also 8 sing. 
forcep, Z/. 7-8 forcipes, 9 forcepses. [a. L. for- 
ceps, pl. forcipes in same sense. ] 

1. An instrument of the pincers kind, used for 
seizing and holding objects, esf. in surgical and 
obstetric operations. 

sing. 1670 BoyLe Ws. (1772) III. 369 Motions .. excited 
by our rousing her witha forceps. 1759 STERNE Ty. Shandy 
II. xi. 70 Thou hast left thy ¢zve ¢é¢e,—thy new-invented for- 
ceps..behind thee. 1822 Imison Sc. & Avt I. 279 A for- 
ceps, or pair of pliers, for taking up insects or other objects. 
1832 Bassace Leon. Manuf. xix. (ed. 3) 187 The forceps 
draws the wire on to a distance equal in length to one pin, 
1855 RamssotHam Odstetr. Med. 292 One of the most valu- 
able instruments employed in Obstetric Surgery..is the 
Long Forceps. 

Pl. 1634 T. Jounson Parey’s Chirurg. xvi. xiii. (1678) 
389 Then must the tooth be taken hold of with some of these 
toothed forcipes. 1685 Loud. Gaz. No. 2054/4 A pair of 
Steel Forceps. 1823 H. H. Witson in Oriental Mag. I. 
352 They were, therefore, pincers, nippers, or forcipes. 
798 Bucktanp Log-bk, 140 By using a long pair of forceps. 

. Anat., Ent., and Zool. Some organ or part of 
the body that has the shape of, or may be used as, 
a forceps. ‘+ Also, one of the two branches of this. 

sing. 1661 Lovett Hist. Anint. & Min. Introd., The 
Squillee have a taile, but no forceps. 17539 Gorpsm. Bee 
No. 4 (Globe) 378/2 Furnished with a forceps above the 
mouth, 1765 Univ. Mag. XX XVII. 9/t The eggs at the 
origin of each forceps. .would contain but one forcep. 1828 
Srark Elem. Nat. Hist. U1. 153 P. corrugatus, Bosc. .for- 
ceps serrated, 1871 Darwin Desc. Jan I. ix. 329 One of 
the two posterior legs. .is converted into a forceps. ‘ 

pl. 1667 E. Kine in Phil. Trans. 11, 425 Never leaving 
to pinch them on the head with their Forceps or Claws. 
1713 Dernam Phys. Theol. 1. xi. 190 Which is done by 
piercing their Prey with their Forcipes. 1889 Darwin O7ig. 
Spec. vii. (1873) 19t These forceps can seize firmly hold of 
any object. /d7d., Tridactyle forcepses..certainly exist on 
some star-fishes. 

3. attrib. and Comb. (with reference to obstetric 
practice), as forceps-case, -delivery, -practice. 

1879 J. M. Duncan Lect. Dis. Women ii. (1889) 6 The 
result of injury, as by forceps-delivery. Jézd. vi. 26 Simply 
spoken of as forceps cases. dd. 27, I shall here make one 
remark in judging of the forceps-practice referred to. 

Fo'rce-pump. [f. Force sd. or v.+ Pump si.] 

1. A pump employed to force water, etc. beyond 
the range of atmospheric pressure. 

1659 Leak Waterwks. 34 This manner of force-Pump, 
which is one of the best Inventions. 1754 W. Emerson 
Princ. Mech. (1758) 276 Force pump, a pump that dis- 
charges water by pressing it upwards. 1825 J. NicHoLson 
Operat. Mechanic 281 ‘The fire-engine by Rowntree is a 
double force-pump. 

2. (See quot.) 

1858 Stmmonps Dict. Trade, Force-pump..the plunger 
pump for supplying the boiler of a locomotive engine. 

Fo'rce-put. Now da/. Also 7-8 forced put 
[perh. forced put was a term of some game, = 
‘forced move’; see Forcep Af/. a. 2b and Pur.] 
An action rendered unavoidable by circumstances ; 
a ‘ Hobson’s choice’. 

1657 G. Starkey Helzont’s Vind. 328 To give poysons to 
purge, in expectation that Nature being forced to play 
a desperate game, and reduced to a forc’t put, may [etc.]. 
1662 Sir A. Mervyn Speech on Irish Affairs 3 It must be 
therefore a forc’d Put, that presseth us on to this address. 
¢1680 Hickerincitt Hist. Whiggismz Wks. 1716 I. 118 
Sometimes the Laws being put in Execution at a force-put, 
and then again slackning the Reins and follgwing natural 
inclination. 1748-61 S. Ricuarpson Clarissa H, (1811) V11.63 
It is, truly, to be ingenuous, a forced put; for my passions 
are so wound up, that I am obliged either to laugh or cry. 
1772 Nucent Hist. Friar Gerund \. 526 He thought that 
it might pass for a case cf necessity, or forced-put. 1876 in 

. § Q. Ser. v. V. 266 A tradesman [of Torquay] told me.. 
that he had left his house very early. .‘ but not from choice, 
twas a force-put’., 1892 Vorthumb. Gloss., Force-put. 

+ Fo'rcer!. Ods. Forms: 4 fosser, 4-5 for- 
cere, (5 foorcere, forcyer), forser, (6 fo(r)sar), 
5-6 focer, (6 fostler), 4-7, 9 Ast. forcer. [a. 
OF. forcer, forcier. Cf. It. forzdere.] 

A chest, coffer, or casket. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. A. 263 Her were a forser for pe in 
faye, If hou were a gentyl Iueler. c1400 Sowdone Bab, 
2303, I have a girdil in my Forcer. c1460 La Belle Dame 
sanz Mercy 65 in Pol. Rel. & L. Poems (1866) 54 Fortune 
with strengthe the forcere hath vnshete where-ynne was 
spradde al my worldly richesse. 1530 Parser. 203/1 Casket 
or fosar, escrazz. 153% in Weaver Wells Wills (t890) 148 
My wif shall have her coffer and her fostler to her own use. 
1577 Hanmer Anc, Eccl. Hist. (1619) 244 A basket or 
forsar full of Gold. 1669 Sturmy JZariner’s Mag. Suppl. 
Summ. 2 Any Painted Wares, Forsers, Caskets. .are forfeited 
if any such be Imported..V7?e Stat. 4 Edw. 4, 1863 Sir 
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G, Scott Glean, Westin. Abb, (ed. 2) 96 A forcer, a receptacle 
for documents, not unlike a kettledrum in shape. 

Comb. 1411 Close Roll, 12 Hen. IV, b, Johannes White- 
berd, forcermaker. 

Forcer 2 (foe1sor). [f. Force v.1+-nr1,] 

1. One who or that which forces. 

1556 Aurelio & sab. (1608) K iij, They will that she dey 
the which hathe beane forcede, and the forcer liffe. 158 
Mutcaster Positions xiv. (1887) 67 Where feare is the 
forcer, and not free will. 160x Hotianp Pliny I. 175 The 
conqueror and great forcer of cities. 1616 CHAPMAN Hlomer’s 
Hymn Hermes 669, I, in no similitude apper’d Of powre to 
be the forcer of a Herde. 1659 Miron Civ. Power Wks. 
1738 I. 551 How much bloodshed have the forcers of Con- 
science to answer for. a@1749 CHaLxLey Wks. (1766) 381 
Those Forcers know not of what Spirit they are of. 1832 
Exantiner 258/2 Necessity is a great forcer. 

2. An instrument or means for forcing. +a. 
Something with which to force (window bars); ?a 
crowbar. Ods. 

1649 Cuas. I, Let, in Kingston Hertfdsh. in Civ. War 
(1894) 126 If I had a forcer, I would make no question of it, 
but having nothing but fyles..my time will be too scant. 

b. The plunger or piston of a force-pump. 

1634 J. Blare] JZyst. Nat. 8 A Forcer is a plug of wood 
exactly turned and leathered about. 1725 Specif, R. New- 
shan’s Patent No. 479 The forcers being guided by the 
arch of a double wheel. 1825 J. NicHotson Oferat. 
Mechanic 267 On the descent of the forcer, the lower valve 
shuts, 1867 in Smytu Sailor's Word-bk. 

e. A force-pump. 

1731 BeicuTon in Phil, Trans. XX XVII. 8 Besides these 
four Forcers, there are four more placed at the other Ends 
of the Libra, or Levers. 1778 Pryce Zin. Cornub. 321 
forcer a small pump worked by hand, used in sinking of 
small..Pits. 1883 in GresLey Gloss, Coal Mining. 

+d. A contrivance for propelling water. Ods. 

1598 Stow Swrv. iii. (1603) 18 Thames water conueyed 
into mens houses by pipes of leade, from a most artificial 
forcier. 31610 HoLtianp Camiden’s Brit. 1. 435 Maurice.. by 
meanes of a forser or wheele.. brought water..into a great 
part of the city. 1730-6 Bartey (folio), Forcier, a water- 
mill; an engine to convey water from one place to another. 

+e. An agent for quickening the growth of 
plants, etc. Ods. 

ax72z Liste Hvsé. (1752) 136 Nitre, blood, soot &c. all 
have been found great forcers. 

+ Forcer °. Obs. rare. [f. Foronv.? + -r1,] 
One who forces wool. 

1553 Act 1 Mary Sess. 111. c. 7 § 1 Sheer-men and Dyers, 
Forcers of Wools, Casters of Wools and Sorters of Wools. 

+Fo'rcet. Ods. Forms: 5-8 forset, (6 forcet, 
forsset), 6-8 fosset, 6-7 forcet. [?shortened 
form of ForcrLET 2,] A little ‘forcer’ or chest. 

1426 EL, EL, Wills (1882) 70 pe forset that Thomas Essexie 
wot where is. 1548 Tuomas /tal. Gramz. (1567) N ij b, For~ 
ctere, a forset or a little coafer. 1877-87 HoLinsHED 
Chron. II. 590 A number of chests, coffers, and forssets. 
1656 in Brount Glossogr. 1721-92 in BatLey. 

+ Fo'rcets, sb. p/. Obs. rare. [a. AF. forceties 
scissors, dim. of forces: see Forcz v.2] Scissors. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 77 In his right hand a payr of sheris 
or forcettis. 


Forchafed, Forchanged : see For- f7ef.1 6,8. 


+ Forcha‘se, v. Ods. [ad. OF. forschacier, f. 
Jors-, For- prefs + chacier to chase. Cf. For- 
catcH.] ¢razs. a. To chase or driveaway; to put 
to flight. b. To tire with chasing or running. 

a@x300 Cursor M. 6977 (Cott.) An hundreth moght for- 
chace, Quils pai wit bam had godds grace. a@1510 Doucias 
King Harti. xxxiii, Radour ran hame full fleyit and for- 
chaist. 15349 CHALONER Evasm, Moriz Enc. P ij a, Manfully 
forchasyng of hir enemies. 


+ Forche, sd. Obs. [a.OF. forche : see Fork s0.] 

1. In Z/. Gallows. 

c1380 Sir Herumb. 2881 Pan scholtou don be forchys 
there..And to-morwe let bes be par an honge. Jé7zd. 2970 
Par bat pe fourchys was. 1584 J. Hooxer Descr. Excester 
(1765) 82 He commanded Forches and Gallows to be set up 
in sundry Places. 

2. Hunting. (See Foucn.) 

Forche (fife), a. Her. [ad. F. fourchée, fem. 
of fourché, {. fourche fork.] (See quot.) 

1889 Etvin Dict. Her., Forche or Fourchée, divided into 
two parts towards the extremity. 

Forche: var. of FourcHs. v. Obs. 

+ Fo:rcher. Ods. rare. [prob. a derivative of 
OF. forche, fourch (see Foucu).] The hindermost 
part of a deer’s nombles or entrails. 

1486 Bh. St. Albans E vijb, The hyndermost parte of the 
nomblis thene That is to say the Forchers. 1595 MarkHam 
Gentl. Acad. 35b, The hindermost part of the vmbles be 
called the Forchers, 

Forchet, obs. form of ForgErr. 

+ Forchure. Obs. rare. [ad. F. fourchure (f. 
Jourche fork) in same sense.] The fork of the body. 


c1380 Sir Ferumb. 551 A man of gret stature .. & long 
man in forchure. Sn 

Forcibility (foc:rsibi-liti). [f. next: see -d2/ty, 
-1ry.] The quality of being forcible. 

1770 Char. in Ann. Reg. 52/2 The repeated justice of his 
opinions, and forcibility of his pleadings. 1886 Academy 
16 Oct. 253/3 Two people who. .cannot be denied a certain 
originality of opinion and forcibility in expressing it. 

Forcible (foe1sib’l), a. Also 6-8 forceable, 
8 forciable. [a. OF. forcible, f. force Force sb. 
The form forceadle is as if f. FoRCE + -ABLE.] 

1. Done by force; involving the use of force or 


- do. 





FORCIBLE. 


violence ; esf.in Law, Forcible detainer, entry (see 


quot. 1769). 

a. [1391 Act 15 Rich. II, c. 2 A toutz les foitz que tielx 
forcibles entrees soient faitz.] c1422 Hoccteve Learn to 
die, Joys Heaven, For the kyngdam of heuene soufirith for- 
cible and mighty assautes of vertu. 1527 RastELt Adyvidgm, 
Stat, 96 Them that make forcyble entre in beneficis. 1555 
Even Decades 273 They prouided for th[e] indempnitie of 
theyr owne estate by forcible extenuatinge the gooddes .. of 
them whom they desired to kepein subiection, 1651 HosBes 
Leviath. uw. xxi, 113 That Liberty of Forcible Entry, was 
taken away by a Statute made in Parliament. 1667 Mir- 
Ton P. L. uu. 793 In embraces forcible and foule. 1767 
Biackstone Com. 11. 390 The stealing, or forcible ab- 
duction, of such property as this, is also felony. 1769 
Ibid. 1V. xi. 147 A forcible entry or detainer; which is 
committed by violently taking or keeping possession, with 
menaces, force, and arms, of lands and tenements, without 
the authority of law. 1816 J. Scorr Vs. Paris (ed. 5) p. 
xlvi, A forcible dissolution of it [the Chamber] was intended, 
1837 Aporruus & Extis in Rep. K. Bench Div. Il. 817 A 
conviction of forcible detainer dated September 3d, 1834. 
1844 H.H. Witson &7it. India 11. 316 To compel, by for- 
cible means. .submission to the authority which was to be 
substituted. 1868 Freeman Worm. Cong. (1876) II. vii. 152 
He determined..on a forcible return to his country. 

B. 1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Like vy. 19 The shame 
of forceable breakyng into this or that mannes house. 1683 
Satmon Doron Med. 1. 50 Which is a forceable drawing 
away. 1688 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. I. 236 Praying relief 
against a forceable Entry and Deteiner. 

2. Possessing force. +a. Of persons, material 
things, natural agencies, etc. : Strong, powerful. 

@. 1555 EpEN Decades 311 Dryuen by forcyble wynde to 
an vnknowen lande. 1555 Asp. PARKER Ps. cx. 5 Most 
forcible, He shall great kyngs and Cesars wound, In day 
of wrath. 1578 Banister //zs¢. Man ut. 42 In the inside of 
the wrest, is a forcible Ligament. 1614 RaLeicH A7st. 
World v. vi. § 11 He prepared a forcible armie to attend 
him. 1677 Hate Prim, Orig. Man. 1. i. 29 Those subtil, 
invisible and forcible Engins which we call the Animal 
Spirits. 1700 Prior Carmen Sec. 419 Like mingled Streams, 
more forcible when join’d. 1802 BincLey Aziz. Biog. (1813) 
III. 70 Indeed, so thick and so forcible was the shoal, as 
to carry before it every other kind of fish. 

B. 156r T. Norton Calvin's [ust. u. 158 Strong forceable 
defences, whereby it may be safe against outward violence. 
@ 1618 RaLricu Prevog. Parl. (1628) 19 The forceable Lords 
his enemies. 1634-5 Brereton Zvav. (Chetham Soc.) 54 
The wind. .was so forceable as it repelled the waters, 

+b. followed by Zo with zzf. Ods. 

a. 1594 Hooxer Zec?, Pol. 11. x. § 3 That punishment, 
which hath bene sometimes forcible to bridle sinne. 1601 
R. Jounson Kinga, § Commew. (1603) 167 Cosmus, a kind of 
charmed-sower-mares milke verie forcible to turne the braine. 
1658 Whole Duty Man x. § 8. 80 There being generally 
nothing more forcible to bring men into any sinful practice, 
than the seeing it used by others. 

B. 1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 34 Which reasons of his, 
are verie forceable to make him yeald to the foresaide 
matter in question. a@164r Bre. Mounracu Acts § Mon. 
iii. 222 Nothing is more forceable to convince all forrainers. 
1710 T, Futter Pharm. Extemp. 349 These [pills] are 
forceable to bring the necessary Pains in Child-Birth, 

e. Ofactions, words, representations: Producing 
a powerful effect, telling. Of reasoning: Having 
logical force, strong, convincing. 

a. 1573 G. Harvey Letter-bk. (Camden) 47 So forcible 
an antecedent it was most likeli there would follow as effec- 
tual a consequent. 1594 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. u. 
527 But that argument of all others is most forcible. 1729 
Butter Serv, Wks. 1874 11. 39 We may observe somewhat 
very forcible and expressive in these words. 1790 Burke 
fr, Rev. 105 Reasons, at least as forcible as those which 
[etc.]. 1865 Dickens AZut. Fr. 1. vi, With the natural 
need of a strong rough man in anger, to do something 
forcible. 1874 L. SrerHen Hours in Library (1892) I. i. 13 
One man sees everything in the forcible light and shade of 
Rembrandt. 1884 CHurcu Bacoz ix. 223 His Latin..is 
singularly forcible and expressive. 

B. 1570-6 LamBarDE Peramb. Kent (1826) 483 Against 
which assertion, that which is saide ro. H. 3...is not greatly 
forceable. 1612 T. Taytor Comm. Titus ii. 14 Another 
forceable argument. 1738 Warpurton Div. Legat, I. 54 
In Beasts the Instinct is invincibly forceable. 

d. Hence of an author, painter, etc. 

1787 G. Grecory tr. Lowth’s Sacred Poetry Hebrews 
II. xxi, He is at once elegant and sublime, forcible and 
ornamented. 1791 Burke Let. Langrishe Wks. 1842 I. 
560, I might have been more forcible and more clear, if 
I had not been interrupted as I have been. 1828 D’IsraELt 
Chas I, 11. xi. 286 The most forcible of portrait-painters. 

+3. Necessary, unavoidable, indispensable. Ods. 

1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (1847) 116 Our forcible 
businesse being ended. 1574 HetLowres Guevara's Ham. 
Zp. (1577) 70 Their forceable and necessarie perils. 


+4. ‘Valid, binding, obligatory’ (J.). Ods. 
1584 Fenner Def Alinisters (1587) 149 The Lawe was 
enacted, and stoode forceable. 


5. quasi-adv. = FORCIBLY. 

a, 1882 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. 
iii, 8b, Sea Woulfes .. so wilde and fierce, that they do 
forcible set vpon men. 160r Hotranp Péiny II, 621 Neither 
doth it strike or pierce the sight so forcible as the Rubies 
1719 De For Crusoe 1. xi, The wind blew more 
forcible. _ 

B. 1598 Manwoop Lawes Forest i. § 3 (1615) 23/2 Y® 
more forceable to shew y? same, there is used this word. 


Hence Fo'rcibleness. 

1563 Furxe JZefeors 24 Either for the smal quantitie & 
lesse forcibles [?a misprint; or perh. for */orczblesse]. 1581 
Stoney AZol. Poetrie (Arb.) 67 Bewrayed, by that same 
forciblenes..of the writer. a@x1652 J. SmitH Se/. Disc. vi. 
229 ‘The forcibleness of its operation upon the heart of the 
prophet. 1890 Tatmace /rone Manger to Throne 244 
Mark’s greater forcibleness of statement, 


FORCIBLE FEEBLE. 


FPo'rcible fee‘ble. [after Shakspere: see 
quot. 1597-] A feeble person who makes great 
pretence of vigour ; also used attrib. or as ad]. 

(1597 SHAks. 2 Hen. /V, 1, ii. 179, Shad, Francis Feeble ! 
Fee. Here, Sir../a/. 1 cannot put him toa priuate souldier, 
that is the Leader of so many thousands. Let that suffice, 
most Forcible Feeble.) 1844 Disraeci Coningsby. v, Italics, 
that last resource of the Forcible Feebles. 1850 VV. Av it. 
Rev. XIII. 2 Epithets .. in the bad taste of the forcible- 
feeble school. 1896 Daily News 15 June 6/6 The forcible 
Feebles who control the destinies..of the Party. 

Forcibly (fdessibli), adv. [f. Forcrie + 
-LY2.] Ina forcible manner. 

1. By or with force; also, against one’s will. 

1543 tr. Act15 Rich. 1/, c.2 Any that holdeth suche place 
forcybly after suche entrye made. a1641 Br. Mounracu 
Acts § Mon. iv. (1642) 283 His father. .intended to take her 
from him forceably. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 173 Points 
and islands, which forcibly shift the bed of the river. 1867 
Smites Huguenots Eng. ix. (1880) 147 A Roman Catholic 
relative..had the girl forcibly conveyed to the convent. 

2. With powerful effect, energetically, strongly, 
vigorously ; also, convincingly. 

1578 T. Witcocks Ser. Pawles 20 The Spirit of God 
dothe moste forceably expresse this matter by this word. 
1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Vicholay’s Voy. 1. xii. 46 b,, Work- 
ing so forcibly with ores, that wee entred into the port. 
1642 H. More Song of Soul u. iii. u. xiii, It shall thy reason 
forceably convince. 1782 Paine Let, Abbé Raynal(1791) 47 
Perhaps no two events ever united so forceably to expel pre- 
judice. 1843 Mrs. Cartyte Lef¢. I. 214 He reminded me 
forcibly of the Princess Huncamunca. 1874 L. STEPHEN 
Hours in Library (1892) II. i. 5 It would be impertinent to 
say again in feebler language what Carlyle has expressed so 
forcibly. 

Forcing (f6-1sin), vd/. sb. [see -InG 1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Forcr. 

1382 Wyciir 2 Kzzgs v.16 And whanne forsynge he made, 
vtturly he assentyde not. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
vu. xv. (1495) 234 Leest there be grete dyssolucion of the 
brayne by a forsynge of voyce. 14.. Tretyce in Walter of 
FHenley’s Husb. (1890) 50 Se welle pt yot mowere hold not 
his ryght honde afore to hyghe be hynde hym so pat he kyt 
asonder pe grasse in be mydis and pis defaute is callid 
forsyng. 1514 Barctay Cyt. § Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 
27 Forsynge of women, murdre and rapyne. 1634 J. BlaTe] 
Myst, Nat. 1. 15 The forcing of water by pressure. 1704 
Lond. Gaz. No. 4047/4 A black Mare, with some white 
Hairs in her forehead by forcing. 1849 Macautay Hist. 
£xg. I. 306 The forcing of his [Hough's] door was every- 
where mentioned with abhorrence. 

+2. concy. A material used in ‘ forcing’ wine. 

1731-3 P. Suaw Chem. Lect. (1755) 209 Skimmed Milk 
likewise is a proper Forcing for all white Wines. 1743 
Lond. & Country Brew. w. (ed. 2) 331 The Victualler puts 
- With it the usual Forcing or Fining. 

3. attrib. and Comb. a. attributive, as forcing- 
apparatus, -furnace, -pife. Also forcing-engine, 
a fire-engine; forcing-hazard (2i//ards),a stroke 
requiring more than the usual amount of force; 
forcing-yard (Azstral.), a yard into which cattle 
are forced or driven, in order to keep each sort by 
itself. 

1875 J. H. Coruins Metal Mining 123 The *forcing 
apparatus is a kind of clockwork, which is wound up each 


morning. 1855 Ocitvir, Suppl., */orcing-engine, a fire- 
engine. 1652 Frencu Vorksh. Sfa vi. 62 A *forceing 
furnace. 1731 Beicuton in Phil. Trans, XXXVII. 8 


*Forcing Pipes. 1890 Botprewoop Colonial Ref. (1891) 
217 They did not find it difficult to urge the .. animals into 
the smaller *forcing-yards. 

b. esf. in combs. relating to the forcing of 
flowers, etc., as forcing-bed, field, -frame, -class, 
-ground, -house, -fit, -wall; and quasi-adj. with 
the sense ‘suitable for forcing’, as in forcing rose, 
variety. ; 

1877 M. M. Grant Su-Maid iii, Large *forcing beds of 
lilies of the valley and of violets. 1865 Sectator 14 Jan. 
44 The turnips in his *forcing field. 1741 Compl. Fam. 
Piece ti. iii. 352 If you would have forward Fruits in “forcing 
Frames. 1819 Rees Cycl., *Forcing-ground, the space.. 
that is destined to the purpose of forcing or raising vegetable 
productions by means of artificial heat. 1806-7 J. BrEres- 
ForD Miseries Hum, Life (1826) xxt. xi, Attending an 
Amateur-gardener, in the Dog-days, through all his *Forcing- 
houses. 1870 Lowett Study Wind. 210 The fruits of the 
literary forcing-house. 1819 Rees Cycd., *Forcing-wall, 
a wall constructed with flues for the purpose of conveying 
fire-heat, in order to ripen..various kinds of tree-fruits, 

Forcing (foe1sin), 22. a. [f. Forcr v.1 + 
-1nG 2,] That forces, in senses of the vb. 

1551 T. Witson Logike (1580) 42b, Any forcyng cause. 
1659 Mitton Czv. Power Wks. (1851) 317 The forcing pro- 
testant .. yet takes it to himself and his teachers, of far less 
autoritie then to be called the church. 1686 Horneck 
Crucif. Fesus xiv. 302 The confederates drank of it, to 
make ..the execration more dreadful, and consequently 
more forcing. 1791 Newre Tour Eng. & Scot. 153 The 
thin, early, forcing, and sandy soil of Murray. 1809 W. 
Nicor (¢z#Ze), The Forcing, Fruit, and Kitchen Gardener. 
1862 ‘ CavenpisH’ WAist (1870) 28 A forcing card is a card 
which compels one of the players to trump in order to win 
the trick. 1886 Pall Mall G. 28 July 6/1 A changeable 
and far from forcing summer. 

Hence + Fo-reingly adv., in a forcing manner. 

1593 Nasue Christ's T. (1613) 176 [He] commanded all 
the Clergie .. to assemble in praier..and deale forcingly 
beseeching with God, to intermit his fury. 1616-61 Hotypay 
Persius 305 Yet doth he cry..and forcingly will make The 
gods to hear, 

Fo'rcing-pump. =Forcz-pume. 

1727-4x CuamBers Cycl. s.v, Pump, The forcing Pump 
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which. .raises water to any height at pleasure, 1800 VINCE 
Hydrostat. viii. (1806) 90 Some kinds of forcing pumps act 
by condensed air. 184z H. Rocrers ss. I. i. 26 His mind 
was a fountain, not a forcing-pump. . 

+ Fo'rcipal, a. Ots—' [f. L. forcif- Forcrrs 
+-AL.] Of the nature of a forceps. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus ii. 43 Mechanicks make 
use hereof in forcipal Organs, 


Forcipate (fpusipeit), a. Bot. and Zool. [f. as 
prec. +-ATE2.] Formed like a forceps. 
1668 Witkins Real Char, 124 Two forcipate claws, 1826 


Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. (1828) IL]. xxix. 121 These organs of 
forcipate construction. 1849 Jonnston in Proc, Berw. Nat. 
Club II. No. 7. 367 A mandibular shaft forcipate at the apex. 
1862 Cooke Bot. Terms, Forcipate, forked like pincers. 

Fo'rcipated, a. [f. as prec.+-mED !.] =prec. 

1646 Sir ‘Il’. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. iii. 236 Locusts have 
-.a forcipated tayle behinde. 1713 Dreruam Phys. Theol. 
190 mote, Their forcipated Mouth, 1836-9 Topp Cyci. 
Anat. 11. 864/1 Distinguished from the Brachelytra by the 
forcipated anus. | 

Forcipa‘tion. [f. as prec. +-aton.] 

+1. Torture by nipping with forceps or pincers. 

1892 Bacon Odserv. on Libel Wks. 1826 V. 464 A punish- 
ment. .of less torment far than..forcipation. 

2. Zovl. The state of being forcipated ; forfication, 
bifurcation (Cezt, Dict.). 

Forcipressure (ff:sipre fitz). [f. L.forcz(Z)-, 
forceps + PRESSURE.] (See quot. 1890.) 

1879 S. WELLS in Brit. Med. Frnl. 21 June 928/2 Useful 
in forcipressure and in torsion. 1890 Goutp Med. Dict., 
Forcipressure, the arrest of a minor hemorrhage by press- 
ing the end of the divided vessel with a pair of spring 
forceps. 

Forcite (foo1ssit). Also forsite. [f. Force + 
-IrE.] A variety of dynamite (see quot. 1889). 

1883 Pall Mall G. 28 Mar. 7/2 A dangerous explosive 
known as forsite. [So in other journals of the same day.] 
1884 Grn. Assor in Eissler Mod. Explosives (1890) 41 
Forcite presents the appearance of a plastic mass having 
power of nitro-glycerine. 1889 Cunpitt Dict. Expos. 
51 Morcite has been described asa mixture of nitro-glycerine 
with cellulose, the latter being gelatinised. 

+ Fo'rcive, @. Ods. [f. Forcn sd.1+ -1vn.] = 
FORCIBLE. 

¢ 1600 Day Begg. Bednall Gr. wW. iii. (1881) 100 By forcive 
means. 1634 W. Woop New Eng. Prosf. 1. xii, I will use 
no forcive arguments to perswade any. 1653: DaAvENANT 
Gondibert Pref., Great men fence often with her [i.e. Justice], 
and with a forcive sleight put by her sword. 

Forcleave: see For- pref! 5 b. 

+ Forcle'm, v. Ods. rare—1. [f. For- prefl + 
CurM vl Cf. Ger. verklemmen.] trans. To pinch 
with hunger. 

13.. &. E£. Allit. P. C. 395 Al schal crye for-clemmed, 
with alle oure clere strenbe. 

+ Forcling, v. Obs. [OE. forclingan, f. For-1 
+ clingan to CLING.] zztr. To shrink up, wither. 

a8o00 Corpus Gloss. 1744 Rigentia, forclingendu. c¢x000 
Veronica (Gr.-Wilk.) 163 Weron sume on forclungenum 
treowe ahangene. c¢1z00 OrmIN 13851 Patt herrte, batt 
wippinnenn uss Iss hefi3liz3 forrclungenn pburrh fakenn 
trowwbe towarrd Godd. c¢1305 Pilate 216 in E. EF. P. 
(1862) 117 His lymes so forclonge to no3te So hi dude alle 
tofore here dep. c1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 13 As a clot 
of clay pou were forclonge. 

Forclose: see FoRECLOSE. 

+ Forclu'tch, v. Ols. Pa. pple. vorclu3t. 
[f. For- pref1+Cuurcn.] ¢rvans. ? To cramp. 

a1300 Leg. S. Patrick 376 in Horstm. A ltengl. Leg. (1875) 
165 Vp hor ton hi sete al uorclu3t, & quaked al uor fere. 

Forcold: see For- Zvef1 10, 

Forcome: see FORECOME. 


+ Forcou'th, a. Ods. Forms: 1 foretip, 3 
foreud. [OE. /forcif, an accentual variant of 
Sracod, fracod, corresp. to Goth. frakumps despised ; 
see For- pref! and Couru. 


Kluge suggests that the form with stressless prefix may 
have arisen from the compound 22/forc7p.] 


Perverse, infamous, worthless, vile. 

c888 K. AEtrrep Boeth. xxxvii. § 3 Hi habbab bes men- 
nisces hone forcubestan [v. ». forcuperan] [dzel] zehealden. 
c 1000 /ELrric Hom, I. 268 Swa he oftor on dere fandunge 
abryd, swa he forcudra bid. a@x175 Cott. Hom. 219 Pa 
ward he and halle his iferen forcudran panne znig oder 
jesceafte. c12z05 Lay. 28240 Som forcoup cniht. ¢ 1230 
Hali Meid. 33 Pea pat fonded ham meast; ifinded ham 
forcudest, 

Forcover, Forcratch, Forerazed: sce 
For- pref) 2, 5b, 7. 

+ Forcre'mp, v. Obs. rare—'. [f. For- pref 
+ Creme = MHG., verkrempfen.] ? intr. for refl. 
To cramp oneself up. 

a 1250 Owl §& Night. 510 A sumere cheorles awedeth And 
forcrempep and forbredep. 

Forcried: see For- pre/.! 6 b. 

+ Forcri‘er. [f. For- pvef* + Crier; cf. L. 
proclamator.| A crier. 

a1440 Found. St. Lartholomew’'s (1895) 37 This gylfull 
manne, namyd Alureid the bedy] or forcryer. 

Forcrooked: see For- pref! 8. 

+Forcu'rse, v. Obs. rare. [OE. forcursian, f. 
For- pref.\ + curstan to CuRSE.] trans. To curse 
utterly, lay under a heavy curse. 

1154 O. £. Chron. an. 1137 Hi wueron al for curseed and 
a1300 Cursor M. 10262 (Cott.) Qua has in 
israel na side [7¢ad sede], He es forcursd als we rede. 


| pple. 4-5 forkute, -kytte: see Cur v, 








‘FORD. 


+ Forcu't, v. Ols. Forms: 4 forkutte, Za. 


[f. For- 
pref.'+Curv.] trans. To cut into, cut in pieces ; 
to injure by cutting. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Manciple’s T, 236 As a swerd for-kutteth 
and for-kerueth An Arm atwo. 1387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) VIII. 153 Pe burgeys sone pat he had i-slawe for- 
kutte his wombe wib a knyf. 1398 — Barth. De P. R. 
(1495) xvi. xcii. 660 Letuse..heelyth synewes that are for- 
kytte. 1440 J. Suirtey Dethe K. Fames (1818) 19 The 
Kyng strogild with hem, for to have berevyd thame thare 
knyvys; by the which labur his handis wer all forkute. 

+ Fo'rey, @. Obs. Chiefly zorth. [f. Force 
sb.14-y1.] Full of force, powerful, strong. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 11. 242 Othir fele folk, forsye in fycht. 
c1470 Henry Wallace v. 291 ‘The forseast ay rudely rabutyt 
he. 1508 Dunpar Ja maritit Wemen 85 A forky fure, 
ay furthwart, and forsy in draucht. 1586 WARNER Add, 
Eng. ut. xiv. 66 An Armie greate Of forcie Gawles. 

Ford (foead), sd. Forms: 1 ford, 3 south. vord, 
4-6 fo(o)rde, 4-5 furd, forth(e, (4 fourde, foorth, 
5 furthe, 6 furde), 6-7 foord, 7 foard, 3- ford. 
[OE. ford str. masc. = OS. -ford (in place-names), 
OHG. furt (MHG. vurt, mod.Ger. furt):—WGer. 
*furdu-s :—pre-Teut. *prti-s, found in OWelsh 777, 
now viyd ford, L. portas Port, harbour, f. Aryan 
root *fer-, Teut. *fer-, far-, fur- to go, pass: see 
Fare v. The ON. figrdr Fiorp (:—*ferpu-2:— 
*pértus) differs in ablaut grade.] 

1. A shallow place in a river or other water, where 
a man or beast may cross by wading. 

c893 K. ELFreD O7os. v. xii. §2 Neh bem forda be mon 
heet Welengaford. c1o00 /ELrric Gen. xxxii. 22 He. .oferfor 
pone ford. cx1z05 Lay. 20159 Ardur..for-stod heom pene 
uord. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 187 Passage non he 
nam, be forthes wer withsette. 1382 Wycuir osh. ii. 7 
Thei..folweden hem bi the weye that ledith to the foordis 
of Jordan. c14253 Wynroun Cron, vill. xxvi. 115 Ane met 
pame in pe Forde, Dat prewaly.. Led bame wp by be Wattyr 
syne. 1535 COveRDALE Jsa, x. 28 At Machmas shal he 
muster his hooste, and go ouer y® foorde. 1792 BuRKE 
Corr. (1844) 1V. 27 The fords must have been impassable in 
those floods. 1850 Tennyson /7 AZemz. vi, Her future Lord 
Was drown’d in passing thro’ the ford. 1875 F. Havt in 
Lippincott’s Mag. XVI. 749/1 The guide had strayed off 
the ford, and I was foundering in a quicksand. 

Proverb, 1878 Gascoicne Cert. Notes of Instr. (Arb.) 34 
Let vs take the forde as we finde it. 1637 RurHERForD Le?t. 
(1862) I. ciii. 262, I praise and commend the ford (as we 
use to speak) as I find it. F 

+2. a. A tract of shallow water. b. Used (like 

ce. poet. A 


L. vadum) for: The sea (rare—'). 
stream, current (primarily with reference to pas- 
sage). Obs. 


1563 Futke JZeteors 56b, Brookes, boornes or fordes, bee 
small streames of water, that ronne in a channell. Jé/d., 
Ryuers are caused by the meatynge..of many brookes and 
fordes. 1865 GOLDING Ov7d’s Met. vi. (1593) 143 Their ship 
from land with ores was haled on the foord. axzg99 
SpreNnsER (Webster 1864), With water of the ford Or of the 
clouds, to moisten their roots dry. 1610 W. FoLkiNGHAM 
Art of Survey 1. x. 24 Boggie..grounds are. .fastened and 
firmed by frequent ouer-flowing them with Fords or Land- 
flouds. ¢c1645 Howett Left. (1688) IV. 495 A deep Foard 
wherein an Elephant might swim. 166x Lovett Hist. 
Anim. § Min, Introd., They live in the deep sea, and when 
they bring forth, they goe to foords and shores, a1780 Bald. 
Fohnie Cock iii. in Child Ballads v. cxiv. (1888) 3/1 And for 
a drop of thy heart’s bluid, They wad ride the fords of hell. 

3. attrib., as ford-way. 

172x in Temple & Sheldon Hist. Northfield, Mass. (1875) 
223 Between Deerfield and Northfield. .20 rods west of the 
fordway. 1858 J. F. Reprie.p Law Railways (1860) I. 231 
Where a ford-way was déstroyed, by the erection of a dam 


across a river, 
Ford (foe1d), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 


1. trans. To cross (water) by means of a ford; 
to wade through. 

1614 Rateicu Hist. World 1. iii. §6 Adam’s shin-bones 
must haue contayned a thousand fadome. .if he had foorded 
the Ocean. 21674 CLarENDon /7/7st. Red, 1x. §88 His Horse... 
should at the same time Ford the Severn. .and so joyn with 
his Foot. 1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 340 They 
found the river so shallow, that they easily forded it. 1849 
Grote Greece 1. 1xx. (1862) VI. 260 As no mention is made 
of a bridge, we are to presume that they forded the river. 
1884 Sat. Rév. 14 June 780/r An old woman in a cart is 
fording the brook. 

Jig. «1641 Br. Mounracu Acts §& Mon. (1642) 299 The 
truth at last he foorded. 1642 Mitton Afod. Smzect. (1851) 
318 His last Section which is no deepe one, remains only to 
be foarded. x70r Rowe Amb, Step-Moth. 1. i, This Ad- 
vantage may at least be made To ford his Shallow Soul. 

b. causatevely. 

1726 Dre For Hist. Devil 1. xi, God intended to ford the 
Israelites over the Sea. 

2. intr. To cross (over) by means of a ford. 

1675 Ocitsy Brit. go You ford over the Owse. 1727 
Philip Quarll (1816) 5 In some places too shallow for boats, 
and in others too deep to ford over. 1796 H. Hunrer tr. 
St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. 111. 93 She durst not venture to 
put her feet into it for the purpose of fording over, 1823 
Soutuey Hist. Penins. War I. 727 Some of their detach- 
ments forded both on the right and left of the Spaniards’ 
position, 

b. To wade. rare. 

1748 Voy. Disc. 1.93 Goslings in the londs, amongst which 
our People had the greatest Success, as they could ford into 
the Water, and reach them with Cutlashes, 

Jig. 1817 Corertpce Lay Sernz. 408 In the New Testa- 
ment there are shallows where the lamb may ford, and 
depths where the elephant must swim, 


FORDABLE. 


Ford, Ford-: see Forts, Fortu-. 

Fordable (f6e-1dab’l), a. [f. Forp v. + -ABLE.] 
That may be forded. 

1611 Frorio, Vadésile, foardable, wadable. 1614 RALEIGH 
Hist. World 1. iii. §9 Plinie placeth the Schenite vpon 
Euphrates, where the same beginneth to be foordable. 1724 
De For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 142 It wasa little brook, ford- 
able with ease. 1807 G. Cuatmers Caledonia 1.1. ii. 108 
The river Clyde, from Douglas upwards, was, in those days, 
fordable. 1886 Stevenson Azdnapped xiv, It occurred to 
me that perhaps the creek was fordable. 

Jig. 1614 RateicH Hist. World Pref. Ba, Hee found by 
Catesby, who sounded him, that he was not fordable. 1646 
H. Lawrence Comm. Angells 176 The scriptures, though 
deepe, are foordable by those who are holy. 1710 Hanatick 
Feast 16 Thou art the shallowest, most fordable Monster in 
the Universe. 

Hence Fo'rdableness. 

1727 in Bartey vol, II. 

Fordage (foe1dédz). rare. [f. as prec. + -AGE.] 
A fording-place, a ford. 

1728 Morcan A piers II. v. 303 The Spaniards. .found a 
Fordage, not much above knee-deep. 

Fordead: see For- fref.1 to, 

+ Fordeal. Ods. Forms: 5 fordele, -deel, 6 
fordaill, 6-9 fordel(1, (7 fortell). [f. For- pref? 
+ DEAL sd., part; =Du. voordeel, Ger. vortezl.]} 

1. Advantage. 

1470-85 Matory Arthur v. viii, The bataille was grete, 
and oftsydes that one party was at a fordele and anone at an 
afterdele, 1481 Caxton Reynard xxx. (Arb.) 78 Preferre the 
honour, worship, fordu! and proffyte oftheyr Lord. 1523 S72. 
Papers Hen. VIII, 1. 143 Which newes beyng true, shalbe a 
mervailory fordell to your intended purposes. 1637 R. Monro 
Lixped, t. 74 The enemy also, had another fortell, or advant- 
age by reason of a new worke, which was uncomplete. 

2. The first place, precedence, preference. .Sc. 

1513 Douctas 7s v. iii. 99 And now hes Pristis the 
fordaill. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 276 Thair wes..Ane 
flatterar and fen3ear for ane fordell, Semdill in the kirk and 
rich oft in the bordell. a@x165x CALDERWoop Hist. Kirk 
(2843) II, So long as men of vertue and honour..sall stand 
a fordell, to controll their. .wicked proceidings. 

Fordeave: see For- pref.! 9. 

+ Fordeed. Os. In 3-5 fordede. [f. For 
prep. + DEED.] A deed done on behalf of some 
one; a benefit, favour. 


a1225 Ancr. R, 394 Neuer uere swuch fordede ne dude - 


uor his owne uere. c 1350 W201. Palerne 5182 King william 
pe king of spayne bonkes Of al be faire fordede bat he hade 
for hem wrou3t. ¢1460 Towneley Myst, 317 When had thou 
nede of oure fordede? When did we alle this dede for the? 

+ Fordee'm, v. Obs. [OE. fordémam, f. For- 
pref.'+ Dum v. Cf. ON. fordéma, OHG. fur-, 

Jortuomen.| trans. To condemn. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxvii. 3 Da zeseah iudas. .pzt he 
fordemed wees, ba ongann he hreowsian, ¢ 1175 Lamb. Hom. 
95 Ac he nalde mid his to-cume pa sunfullen fordemen. 
a1250 Owl & Night. 1098 And him fordeme lif and lime. 
¢1320 Cast. Love 447 Nout..bat nis destrued and to-dreued, 
And dreynt, for-loren, and for-demed. : 

Forder-: see FURTHER.-. 

Forderked, -dewed: see For- pref! 7, 9. 

+ Fordight, v. Obs. In 3 pa. pple. fordight. 
[f. For- pref.4+Dicut v.] trans. To prepare, 
-predestine. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 23583 (Cott.) To wirscip bat godd bam 
had fordight, bai graid bam bath mode and might. “ 

+ Fordilghe,v. Os. [OE. fordzlegzan, f. For- 
pref. + dilgian =OS. diligén, OHG., t2l7/g6n (mod. 
Ger. ¢z/gen) to destroy; cf. Ger. vertilgen.] trans. 
To exterminate, destroy. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. xii. [xvi.] (1891) 54 Peet heo od 
forwyrd zghweer fordilgode ne weeron. ¢1200 ORMIN 14541 
All mannkinn .. Wass .. forrrahht 32n Godd, & wurrp To 
wurrbenn all forrdillghedd, 

+ Fordi'll, v. Ods. rare. [f. For- pref. + 
Dit v.2] trans. To soothe. 

a1300 Cursor M. 23975 (Cott.) Hir dule ne ma i noght 
for-dill [c 1340 for-dille] Bot wit hir wepeing wepe i will. 

+ Fordim, v. Obs. [OE. fordimmian, f. For- 
pref. + dimmian to Dim.] trans, To dim, 
obscure. 

azoso Liber Scintill. xxv. (1889) 99 Se be gaderab pet 
bib fordimmod. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy Prol., Fordimmed 
eke the letters aureat, 

Fordin: see For- pref! 7. 

Fording (foe-1din), v//. sb. [f. Forp v. + -1ne1,] 
a. The action of crossing a ford; also atirzb. Db. 
A fording-place or ford. 

1833 M. Scotr Yom Cringle xiv. (1859) 327 The hollo .. 
guided us to the fording which we had crossed on our first 
arrival. 1854 J. L. StepHens Centr. Amer. (1854) 278 We 
reached the bank ; but here there was no fording-place. 1881 
Gentil. Mag, Jan. 68 In two fordings we had narrowly 
escaped plumping into holes. 

+ Fordi't, v. Ols. [OE. fordyttan (-duttan, 
f. For- pref! + dyttan to stop.] ‘rans. To shut 
or stop up. 

a Boo Corpus Gloss. 1414 Obstruit, fordytte. c825 Vesp. 
Psalter \vii[i]. 5 Swe nedran deafe & forduttzende earan 
hire. ¢1200 Trin, Coll. Hon. 197 Pe neddre seched a ston 
and leid hire on eare ber to and hire oder eare pilted hire 
tail ber inne and swo for-ditted eider. cxz0g Lay. 17139 
Mi gast hine iwarded..& mine wise word for-dut. @ 1240 
“Eins in Cott. Hom. 211 Pine fif wunden iopened o rode 

16 neiles uor-driuene and seoruhfulliche fordutte. 13.. 
Coer de L. 4170 Vhe pytte .. was feld and fordytte, U 
to the bank maad al playn, 

Vou. IV. 
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Fordless (foe1dlés), @. [f. Forp sé. or v. + 
-LESS.] Without a ford; that cannot be forded. 

@1649 Drumm. or Hawtn. Hist. Fas. IV, Wks. (1711) 63 
The water of Till running deep and fordless upon the right 
hand. 1808 J. Bartow Columb. 1v. 294 Pierce the known 
thicket, breast the fordless tide, 1879 Mattock Life Worth 
Liv. 133 A deep and fordless river. 

Fordo, foredo (ff1-, foo1dz), v. Pa. t. -did 
(-did). Pa. pple. -done (-dy'n). Forms: see Do. 
[OE. fordén, f. For- pref1+dén to Do. Cf. OS. 
Jardin (Du. verdoen), OHG. fartuon (MHG. 
vertuon, Ger. verthun).] 

1. trans. To put (a living being) out of existence, 
to kill; to put an end to (life). Ods. exc. arch. 

a1o00 Pent, Ecgberti u. § 2 in Thorpe Azc. Laws II. 
180 Be bam wifmen pe .. hire bearn forded. c12g0 Gen. 
& Ex. 426 Caym Oat abel for-dede. a1300 Cursor M. 
2867 (Cott.) For if ani fische bar-in bigane .. be lijf it es 
for-don wit stink. ¢1385 CHaucer L. G, W. 2557 Phyllis, 
She for dispayr fordede hyre self. c1460 How Goode 
Wif Taught Doughter 140 in Hazl. £. P. P. 1.189 Many 
for folye hem self for-doothe. @1547 SurREY nerd 
tv. 843 Offspring of each race With mortal warr eche 
other may fordoe. 1602 SHaxs. Hamz.y.i. 244 This doth 
betoken The Coarse they follow, did with disperate hand, 
Fore do it owne life. @1659 Br. Brownric Sev. (1674) 
I. xxi. 274 He trembles, despairs, is ready to foredo him- 
self. 1870 Morris Zarthly Par. 11.11. 348 By the sword’s 
edge his life shall be foredone. 

+b. Zo fordo into or to: see DESTROY v. 7. Obs. 
c9s0 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. x. 28 Ahis rehtre Sone ondredes 
sede mzege & Sa s[aluel & lic-homa fordoa in tintergo. ¢ 1175 
Lamb, Hon. 17 Betere hit is pet heo beon ispilled of heore 
licome benne mid alle fordon to pes deofles hond. @1200 
Moral Ode 274 And al bo be ani wise deuel iquemde Po 
bed mid hem in helle fordon and demde. 

2. To destroy, ruin, spoil, wreck (a place or thing) ; 
to lay waste (land). arch. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. u. x. [xiv.] (1890) 138 Se biscop.. 
towearp & fordyde ba wigbed. 1154 O. E. Chron. an. 1137 
Pe land was al fordon mid suilce dedes. 1303 R. BRUNNE 
flanadl. Synne 884 A tempest pat tyme began to falle 
And fordede here vynys alle. 1357 Lay Folks Catech. 
489 Sklaundir for to fordoa mannes gode fame. 1375 Bar- 
Bour Bruce v. 410 Syne tuk he salt... And ded horss, and 
fordid the well. 1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles 11. 141 They 
..ffor doth the coyne .. And maketh the peple ffor pens-lac 
in pointe ffor to wepe. c1460 How Wise Man Taught Son 
76 in Ritson Anc. Pop. P. (1791) 86 Were thy complexion 
neuyr so strong, Wyth surfet thou mayst fordothat. 1581 J. 
Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 375 He raysed upp..con- 
sciences that were utterly foredone. 1845 Baitey /estus 
388 Throne wrecked on throne, All ruined and foredone, 

+3. To ruin or undo (a person). Also (in late 


use), To deprive of. Obs. 

€1380 Sir Ferumb. 2269 Now helpep 3o0w silue on pes cas 
or ellis 3e bub for-done. 1571 GoLpinG Calvin on Ps. ix. 
13 He [God]. .keepeth in his bosome, those which (as touch- 
ing the fleshe) seeme vtterly fordoone. 1647 H. More Poems 
264 Those bad arts that have fore-done Many a bold wit. 
1764 CuurcHILL Poems, Independence 11. 12 Lioness of 
royal whelps foredone. 

4. +a. To abolish (an institution, etc.) ; to annul 
(a law, etc.). Obs. 

O. E. Chron, an. 986 Se cyning fordyde pet b’rice et 
Hrofe ceastre. c1320 R. BrunnE JZedzzt. 186 A newe testa- 
ment he gan sone, be olde sacryfyce to fordone. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vu. 320 The enterdyccion was adnullyd & 
fordoon, in the moneth of Julii. 1508 FisHer 7 Penzt. Ps. 
li. Wks. (1876) 136 Oblacyons and sacrefyces whiche be now 
vtterly fordone. 1528 Morr Dyaloge u. Wks. 198/2 Ye 
would not I truste that lent were fordone. 1532 in Strype 
Eccl. Mem.1, App. xli. 1o9 To cause the said injust exac- 
tions..to cease & to be foredoen for ever. 1568 GRAFTON 
Chron. Il. 149 All statutes and ordynaunces before made 
..-were utterly fordone and set at naught, 1833 WHITTIER 
Ex. New Eng. Leg. 3 How has New England’s romance 
fled. .Its rites foredone, its guardians dead. 


b. To do away with, put away, remove. Chiefly- 


with immaterial obj., es. sin. Ods. or arch. 

a1300 Cursor M. 10052 (Gétt.) Gastly gladnes was hir 
emydd, Pat al ille heuynes it for-didd. 1340 Hamrore Pr. 
Conse. 3391 Syns bat er veniele .. may be here Fordon on 
light manere. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. cxliv. 
(1495) 7or The barke and fruyte of the Ellern soden wyth 
salt water fordooth swellynge of fete. c1430 Syr Gener. 
(Roxb.) 2432 The lauender That neuer might for noo wash- 
ing For-doo the spottes of the weping. 1600 HoLtanp Livy 
XLI. iii, (1609) 1098 To. . wipe away and foredoe the shamefull 
blot. 1894 F. S. Exris Reynard 146 Now Reynard, to 
foredo the brand Of sin, will to the Holy Land. 

+5. To undo, bring to nought; to render power- 
less, counteract, neutralize (poison, temptation, 
etci a Os. 

c1178, Lamb. Hom. 105 Penne maze we fordon swa ba 
deofliche 3itsunge. a1225 Leg. Kath. 484 Ichulle fordon be 
wisdom of beos wise worldmen, a@ 1250 Owl §& Night. 822 
Ponne is bes hundes smel fordo. a 1300 Cursor M. 11947 
(Cott.) Pat i do pou it for-dos. c¢1330 R. BruNNE Chron. 
(r810) 87 For soth it was grete skathe, his passage was 
fordone. 1377 Lancet. P. P/. B. xv. 152 Venym for-doth 
venym, 1601 Horranp Pliny I, 26 They will fordoe and 
frustrate the dangers pronounced. 

+6. To change, transform. Ods. 

1624 Hreywoop Guraik. 1. 53 Nisus and Scilla are in 
shape foredoone, He to a hawke, she toa larke is shifted. 

7. Pa. pple. only: Exhausted, overdone, wearied 


out, ‘done up’. arch. 

a1547 Surrey 47nerd 1. 785 Go see where thow hast left 
Anchises thy father fordone with age. 1591 770d. Raigne 
K. Fohn u. (16x) 79 My heart is maz’d, my sences all fore- 
done. 1718 Rowe tr. Lucaz vi. 744 Universal Nature stands 
foredone. 1796 CoLteripGE Ode Depart. Year Epode ii, All 
foredone with toil and wounds Death-like he. .dozes among 











FORDULL. 


heaps of dead. 1867 M. Arnoip Southern Night vii, With 
Indian heats at last fordone. 

Hence Fordo‘ing v//. 5. Also Fordo-er. 

c1440 Facol’s Well (E. E.T. S.) 84 pe secunde fote brede 
of wose, in dede of enuye, is a fordoyng ; bat is, whanne, for 
enuye in pi dede, pou dystroyest him, bat wolde do ry3t. 
1631 J. Done Polydoron 129 Desperate Foredoers of them- 
selves denote that they turn’d their backs upon God. 

Fordone (ffidv'n), pf/. a. [pa. pple. of Forno 
v.] Exhausted, overcome, tired out. (See FoRDO 7.) 

1590 SPENSER /. Q.1. v. 41 If either salves, or oyles, or 
herbes, or charmes, A fordonne wight from dore of death 
mote raise. 1866 CARLYLE Mezz7z2. 11. 241, I reached home 
after my evening ride, the most foredone of men. 

+ Fordo'te, v. Ols. vave—'.  [f. For- pref.) + 
Dotz v.] ¢vans. To make quite foolish or doting. 

61833 Articles imputed to Latimer in Foxe A. § JZ. 
(1563) 1313 Here, for lacke of helpe, we may. .dishonor god, 
fordote oure-selues. 

+ Fordo-vered, jie. and Zf/. a. Obs. Sc. 
[f For- pref. + Dover v. + -ED1.] Overcome 
with slumber. 

1813 Doucias 4/ne7s 1. vi. 35 That tyme quhen the fyrst 
quiet Of naturale sleip .. Stelis on fordoverit mortale crea- 
turis, Jézd. 1x. vi. 20 Apon the gyrs.. Fordoveryt, fallyn 
down als drunk as swyne. 

+ Fordraw’,v. Obs. Pa. ¢. 4 fordro3. Pa. pple. 
fordraun, -draw(e)n. [f. For- pref! + Draw z.] 

1. trans. ?To stretch on the rack, torture. 

a1300 Cursor M. 21235 (Cott.) Barnabas. .sufferd paines 
strang.. Bath for-draun and brint wit feir, c1380 S77 
Ferumb. 1796 Pe deuel pe for-drawe. 

2.a. To defer, put off. b. To draw on (as a 
tempter. ) 

@1300 Cursor M, 26135 (Cott.) Him. .for-think his lang 
delaiance pat he for-draun has his penance, 1382 WycLiF 
Prov. vii. 21 With flatering of lippis she fordro3 him. 


+ Fordrea‘d, v. Obs. [f. For- pref1+ Dreap 
v.] zntr. To be in dread of. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 147 [Zacari3e] warrp drefedd & forrdredd Off 
patt he sahh patt enngell. c1250 Gen. §& Hx. 1557 Quan 
ysaac it under-nam.. Wel selkudlike he wur6 for-dred. 1297 
R. Gtouc. (Rolls) 2088 Gracian be emperour .. of him uor 
dradde ynou. a@1310 in Wright’s Lyric P. 88 Myn herte of 
dedes wes for-dred. 

Fordreamed: see For- ref 6b. - 

+ Fordre‘nch, z. Ods. [OE. fordrencan, f. For- 
prefs + drencanto DRmencH ;=MLG, vordrenken.]} 

trans, &@. To make drunk, intoxicate. 7. and fig. 
b. To drown. Also zz¢r. 

@. c1ooo /MLFRIc Gen. xix. 32 Uton fordrencan urne 
feeder feerlice mid wine. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 91 Pas men 
beod mid miste fordrencte, a1225 Leg. Kath. 2343 Pe 
pzet wes fordrenct wid bes deoules puisun. 

b. @1225 Juliana 61 Pe reade sea. . pear as al pharaones 
forde fordrencte. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy u. xvii, Alterat 
with Bachus myghty Jous And affered of tournynge of the 
hous And fordreynt on the drye land. 

Fordreved: see For- pref! 8. 

+Fordrift. Ods.rare—. [f. For-2, Forn- pref. 
+ Drirt.] ? Purpose, preconceived design. 

1549 CHALONER tr. Evasmz. Morig Enc. Sjb, Thynges 
smallie sensed. .as which liue by no arte nor fordrifte [orig. 
sollicitudine). 

+ Fordri‘ve, v. Obs. [OE. fordrifan, f. For- 
prefi+ drifan toDRivE; =OHG.far., fertriban.] 
trans. To drive forth, drive about. 

O. E. Chron. an. 774 Nordhymbra fordrifon heora_cining 
Alhred of Eoferwic. cx1z220 Bestiary 527 De sipes Sat arn 
on se fordriuen. a@1300 Cursor MM. 22635 (Cott.) Pe deuels 
vte sal be fordriuen. ¢1430 Lypc. Bochas v1. (1494) V iija, 
With wynde and tempest fordryuen also was he. 1513 
Dovetas 4@nets 1. i. 56 Scho thame fordrivis, and causis oft 
ga will Frawart Latium. 


+ Fordrun‘ken, #//. a. Obs. [OE. fordruncen, 
f. For- pref. + DRunKEN;=MLG, vordrunken.] 
Drunk, overcome with drink. 

c897 K. Airrep Gregory's Past. xl. 295 Abfilgall..for- 
suigode Szet dysiz hiere fordruncnan hlafordes. c1175 
Lamb. Hom. 143 Pe prude, be for-drunkene, be chidinde. 
1386 Cuaucer Miller's Prol. 12 The Myller that for- 
drunken was al pale. 1513 Douctas #xe?s 11. ix. 81 Sow- 
pit in sleip, his nek fourth of the cave He straucht, for- 


drunkin. 
+ Fordry’, v. Os. [OE. fordrigian (intr.), 
The trans. use is f. 


f. For-1 + drigzan to Dry. 
For-1 + Dry a.] zztr. To dry up. 

a1000 Boeth. Metr.xx. 207 Hio were fordrugod to duste. 
a3225 Ancr. R.148 Ant te grene bowes beod al uordruwede. 
a1350 Leben $esu 506 Ase a lupur braunche, and fur druyt. 
1398 Trevis Barth. De P. R. 1x. vi. (Tollem. MS.) Pe 
sonne .. ripep frutes and flouris .. and fordrieb and wasteb 
superfluiteis. Zécd. xvi. xiii. (t495), Pouder therof layed 
therto fordrieth the bleding. 31413 Pilgr. Sow/e (Caxton 
1483) 111. iii. 5x Some of them were all fordryed and lene. 
1494 Fasyan Chron. vit. ccxxvil. 256 The ryuer of Trent 
was so fordryd .. yt men went ouer drye. 

Fordry, -dull: see For- pref! Io. 
+ Fordw'll, v. Ods. Also 4 fordoll. [f. For- 
prefi+ Du v.; cf. MLG, vordullen and FoRDILL 
v.] trans. Tomake dull; to stupefy. Only in pa. 


pple. Hence Fordu led Z//. a. 

13.. Leg. Rood (1871) 141 Alle pei seiden bei weore sori, 
For-dolled ina dronknyng dred. 13.. £. 2. Addit. P. A 11, 
I dewyne for-dolled [fvizted dolked] of luf daungere. 1430 
Lypvc. Chron. Troy 1. vi, Fordulled is myne imagynatyfe. 
1513 Doucras Atneis iv. Prol. 158 To droup like a 
fordullit as. 1578 T. Proctor Gorg. Gallery in Heliconia 
I. 163 O feeble wit ! forduld with woe, awake thy wander- 
ing thought. 1592 R. Witmor Vancred § Gism. 1, What 
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FORDWINE. 


well of teares may serue To feed the streames of my fore- 
dulled eies. 1605 MontGomMerte Sonnets xi, Quhat mervell 
than, thoght our fordullit hedes. .be mare amaisd. 


+ Fordwi'ne, v. Obs. [f. For- pref.1+ Dwine; 
=MDu. verdwijnen.] intr. To fade away, decay, 


wither; to vanish. 

c1ooo Airric Saints’ Lives (E.E.T.S.) II. 268 Se deofol 
peer-rihte for-dwan swa swa sinic of bes halganezesihde. 
@1300 Old Age vi. in Z. E. P, (1862) 149 When i bi-hold on 
mi schennen m’in dimmip al for-dwynnen. c1305 Pilate 
215 zbid. 117 His bodi gan al fordwyne. ?a@1366 CHAUCER 
Rom. Rose 366 Bothe hir hondes lorn, fordwyned. 

+ Fordy, @z. Obs. rare. In 6 fourdie, -ye. 
[f. Forp sé.+-y1.] Full of fords. 

1570 in Levins Mani. 97. 1580 in Baret Adv. F 1050. 

+ Fore, sd. Obs. Forms: 1 fér, 3-5 fore, vore, 
4foore, 5 fowre. [OE. fdr str. fem. =OHG. fuora 
(MHG. veore, mod.Ger. fuhre) :—OTeut. *ford-, f. 
*for-, ablaut-var. of *far- to go: see FARE 7.] 

1. A going, journey, expedition. Also, an ex- 
peditionary force. 

¢ goo tr. Beda's Hist. v. ix. (1891) 412 He his fore zezear- 
wede, c1zo0s Lay. 5568 Brennes .. mid starkere fore ferde 
toward Rome. /dzd, 5858 Pe cnihtes weoren on fore fer ut 
of Rome. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 386 Wyllam ysey..bote 
he adde help of hys men, hys fore nas ry3t no3t. c1400 in 
Rel. Ant. 1. 160 Sori is the fore Fram bedde to the flore. 

b. A rush, onset, charge. 

ce 1205 Lay. 1676 In pera ilke uore heo felden of his iueren. 
13.. K. Alis. 2355 Theose braken, at one fore, Heore 
launces on Nycanore. 

2. A track, trace. 

¢ 1250 Owl § Night. 817 And so forleost be hund his fore. 
¢ 1386 CHAUCcER Sompn. T. 227 Who folweth Cristes gospel 
and his fore. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 153 Pere 
were afterward i-sene foores and steppes of men and of hors. 
1398 — Barth. De P. R. 1x. viii. (1495) 353 The foores and 
the sygnes of Somer that is goon is all dystroyed. 

8. The course of an affair; a proceeding, adven- 


ture. 

e1205 Lay. 15578 For swa wes al pa uore. 
Iwhiten bu wult be uore nu pu hit scalt ihere. 
Love 1156 No tonge may tellen of pat fore. 

Fore, obs. var. of FuRRow. 

Fore (foe1), a. Also 6 Sc. foir. [The use of 
Jore as adj. arises out of an analysis of sbs. which 
are combinations of Fore- pref, e.g. forepart. 
These being occasionally written as two words, 
the first member came to be treated as an adj.] 

I, As adj. 2 concord. 

1. Situated or appearing in front, or in front of 
something else; usually with an opposition ex- 
pressed or implied to dack, hind-. 

1500-20 Dunbar Poeves xlii. 68 Than Bissines .. Straik 
doun the top of the foir tour. c1s40 Order in Battayll 
A vijb, When thou hast invaded thyne enemyes with the 
fore and hynder warde. @1639 Sportiswoop Azst. Ch. Scot. 
v. (1655) 271 The Cannon having made great breaches in 
the fore and back walls. 1655 Gurnatt Chr. in Arm. 
Introd. v. (1669) 171 It comes in at the Back-door, while we 
are expecting it at the Fore. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
107 In the fore side of this wooden Piece is a square hole. 
1715 CHEYNE Philos. Princ. Relig. t. i. (ed. 2) 13 Resistance 
in Fluids arises from their greater Pressing on the Fore, than 
Hind part of the Bodies moving in them. 1762 STERNE 7%. 
Shandy V. xxvi, Susannah had but just time to make her 
escape down the back-stairs, as my mother came up the fore. 
1805 Forsytu Beauties Scotl. 11. 192 In the fore wall of the 
church. .there has plainly been an aperture. 1880 HuxLey 
Crayfish ii. 61 The alimentary canal may therefore be dis- 
tinguished into a fore and a hind gut. 

+2. Anterior, previous, former. Odés. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xxiv. 90 The fore loue reneweth 
hym selfe. 1526 R. Wuytrorp Martiloge (1893) 84 The 
duke dyd the moost.. commun seruyce notwithstandyng 
his fore estate. 1535 CoveRDALE 2 Esdras vii. 12 The 
intraunces of the fore worlde were wyde and sure. 1597 
Mortey /ntrod. Mus. 12 The great musicke maisters who 
excelled in fore time. a@1634 Cuapman Alphonsus Plays 
1873 III. 239 Alexander and Meritz have the fore dance. 
1718 Entertainer xxvi. 175 That Place which in a fore 
‘Time was Stil’d the Temple of Dagon. 

IL. quasi-sd. or elliptically. 

8. The fore part of anything, e.g. the bow of a 
ship, the fore-quarter of beef, etc. 

1888 Pall Mall G. 16 Jan. 14/1 The sensation was stronger 
in the fore of sailing vessels. 1890 Daily News 11 July 2/8 
American refrigerated hind-quarters. thirds. .fores. 

b. Maut. (At) the fore: (see quot. 1883). 

1860 Morey Netherl. Il, xix. 475 Medina Sidonia 
hoisted the royal standard at the fore. 1883 W. C. RusseLL 
Sailor's Lang. s.v. Fore, At the fore, means at the fore- 
royal mast-head. 

4. To the fore. (Sc. and Anglo-Irish phrase, 
introduced into English literary use in the 19th c.) 
a. Of a person: Present, on the spot, within call. 

1637 Rurnerrorp Left, (1862) I. 363 If Christ had not 
been to the fore in our sad days, the waters had gone over 
our soul. 1656 Ear. Mono. Advt. fr. Parnass. 416 Some 
Italian Princes who were yet to the fore, could not be 
weighed. 1726 R. Erskine Sonnets 1. i. § 6 Yield not .. 
The Lion strong of Judah’s tribe, Thy Husband, 's to the 
fore, 1815 Scorr Guy M. xlv, ‘1 wuss auld Sherra Pleydell 
was to the fore here!’ 1829 Mrs. S. C. Hatt Sé. Lrish 
Char, (1842) 60 Why didn’t you give it me, and I to the 
fore? 1852 Lever Dadltons Il. xxxv, If he hasn’t me to the 
fore to prove what I said, he can do nothing. 

b. Still surviving, alive. 

1695 Eart Cromarty Vindic. Robt. ITI, 14 The said Lord 
John. .being to the fore, and on Life. 1724 Ramsay Tea-t. 
Misc. (1733) I. 22 As lang’s Sandy’s to the fore Ye never 


Ibid. 15810 
€1320 Cast, 
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shall get Nansy. 1787 Burns Let. W. Nicol 1 June, Gif 
the beast be to the for 1818 Scorr Art. Mid?. xiliii, 
‘While this grey head is to the fore, not a clute o’ them but 
sall be as weel cared for as if they were the fatted kine of 
Pharaoh,’ 1888 J. Pavn Myst. Mirbridge vi, The steward 
. though stricken in years—was still to the fore. 

+e. To the fore with: in advance of. Obs. 

1646 R. Batu LefZz, (1775) II. 221, I am now two to the 
fore with you, albeit I wrote none the last post. 

d. Of money, etc.: Ready at or to hand, forth- 
coming ; available. + Zo go to the fore: to be put 
to one’s credit. 

1636 RutHeRForD Lef/, (1862) 1. 181 Therefore my wages 
are going to the fore up in heaven. 1640 Dumbarton 
Burgh Rec. in Irving Hist. Dumbartonsh. (1860) 525 Gif 
thay had common guid to the foir. 1660 Suarp Let. 11 May 
in Wodrow //7s¢. I. Introd. 25 Is his broad Sword to the 
fore? 1639 R. Bait Lett. (1775) I. 126 He had 
a good estate, and well to the fore. 1828 Scorr /. JZ. 
Perth viii, lf these are not to the fore, it is the Provost’s 
fault, and not the town’s. 1848 THackeray Van. Fair 
xxv, How many captains in the regiment have two thousand 
pounds to the fore. 7 . 

e. In recent use sometimes taken to mean ‘in 
full view, conspicuous’. So fo come to the fore occurs 
for: ‘to come to the front’, ‘to come into view’. 

1842 BARHAM J/ugol. Leg., Auto-da-Fe, Magnificent struc- 
tures..As our Irish friends have it, are there ‘to the fore’. 
1876 World V. No. 106.5 These vermin seldom venture 
to come to the fore themselves. 1880 Manch. Guard. 
23 Nov., The vexed question of local taxation reform must 


come to the fore next session. 
Fore (foe1), adv. and prep. [Com. Teut.: OE. 


fore =OF ris. fara, OS. fora (Du. voor), OHG. fora 
(MHG., vor(e, mod.Ger. vor), Goth. faura. 

The root is the same as in L. £70, prv, fer, Gr. pd, Tapa, 
mapat, wept, Skr. pura. The precise form in OTeut. is 
disputed : one opinion is that it was */oraz=Gr. mapai, with 
a dative case-ending. 

From 16th c. the word has often, been regarded as an 
abbreviation of defore, and hence written ’/ore.] 


+ A. adv. Obs. 

1. Before, at some earlier time, previously. 

c1o0oo Ags. Ps. (Th.) Ixxviili]. 14 [12] He on Egypta 
azenum lande, worhte fore wundur mere. a 1300 Cursor 
MM. 10938 (Cott.) Elizabeth .. was anna sister, als i for tald. 
¢1350 Will, Palerne 2076 Pe welbe & welfare i haue him 
wrou3t fore. @1375 Foseph Arvin. 208 Wipouten faute ober 
faus as pei fore seiden. cx SHaxs. Sov. vii, The eyes 
(fore dutious) now..looke an other way. 

b. Forward or onward, forth. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 18267 (Cott.) Fra nu for, vnderstand pou 
wele Hu fele pines ai sal pou fele. 

2. Beforehand, in advance. 

@1225 Fuliana 47 Ah wel ich warni be uore, hit nis nawt 
pin biheue. c1500 AZelusine xxiv. 184 To see a remedy be 
had to it rather to fore than to late. 

B. prep. =For prep. in various uses. 

+1. a. Before, in front of, in the presence of; = 
For 1a, b. Ods. 

Beowulf 1064 (Gr.) Per wes sang and sweg .. fore Healf- 
denes hildewisan. ¢1300 Beket 31 The manere of Enge- 
londe this Gilbert hire tolde fore. ¢1320 Cast. Love 1030 
So stille and derne he [Jesus] was be fend fore. c1sgo 
Northren Mothers Blessing vi. (1597) Ev, What man that 
shall wed the fore God with a ring. 1608 J. Day ZLaw- 
Trickes i. ii. (1881) 18 Y’are..much to rude, To shew this 
kindnesse fore a multitude. 1611 SHaxs. Wint. 7. 1v. iv. 
4o1 Contract vs fore these Witnesses. 

b. In asseveration or adjuration; =For 1c. 

¢1435 Torr. Portugal 745 Fore Sen Jame! What ys the 
gyantes name. 1601 Suaxs. Ad/’s Wed/ 1. iii. 5x Fore God 
I thinke so, 1687 ConGreve Old Bach. u1.ii, No, foregad ! 
I’m caught. 1756 Foote Ezg. fr. Paris u. Wks. 1799 I. 
111 Foregad I believe the Papistes ha’ bewitch’d him. 
1840 BarHAM Jgol. Leg., Ghost, ’Fore George, I’m vastly 
puzzled what to do. 

+2. Of time: Before; =For 2. Ods. 

a 1000 Crist 1031 (Gr.) Fore Cristes cyme. a@1300 Cursor 
M. 22429 (Cott.) Fore domes-dai bat sal be sene. 1601 
Suaxs. Meas, for Mu. ii. 160 At any time ’fore-noone. 

+3. Before, in preference to; =For 3. Obs. 

15gt SuHAks. 1 Hen. VI, 1. iii. 22 Prizest, him *fore me? 
1594 Martowe & Nasue Dido i. iv, I follow one that 
loveth fame fore me. 1634 Massincer Very Woman u. 
i, You prefer My safety fore your own. 

+4. =For 6. Ods. 

1463 Bury Wills (Camd.) 17 And alle here costez payd fore. 

+ 5. In support of, in favour of; =For 7. Oés. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. v. (1891) 396 Pet he .. him fore 
sebede. a1000 Crist 1202 (Gr.) Eal pa earfedu, be he fore 
zldum adreag. a@1300 Cursor MM, 11291 (Cott.) For to do 
fore him pat dai, pe settenes of be ald lai.  ¢1340 Jdid. 
g610 (Trin.) If my sister saue mizt al pat she wolde fore 
other texts for] crie & cal. 

+6. On account of, because of; =For 21 b. Oés. 

c1175 Lamb, Hom. 27 Pu ne derst cumen bi-foren him fore 
pine gulte. ¢1340 Cursor M. 13756 (Trin.), I dampne 
nat bisynne fore. ¢1440 Yacob's Well (E. E. T.S.) 45 Pe 
fals tythere rehersyth oa in his fals tythyng pe synne, bat 
crist was do fore to deth. 

+7. Asa precaution against; =For 23d. Ods. 

¢ 1450 Two Cookery-bks. u. 106 And holde a dissh vnder- 
neth, fore spilling of the licour. 


8. Comb. + fore-belly, padded clothing in front 
of the belly; fore-dawn, the time preceding the 
dawn (also a¢trzb. or adj.) ; + fore-eternal a., 
+ fore-everlasting a., that is or was before the 
eternal or everlasting ; in quots. adso/. or quasi-sd. ; 
fore-sabbath, the day that precedes the sabbath; 
+ fore-south @., facing the south. 

















FORE-. 


1638 Jasper Mayne tr. Lucian’s Dial. (1664) 363, I forbear 
to speake of his stuft Brests, and *fore-Bellyes, which make 
an adventitious and artificiall corpulency. 1884 J. Payne 
Tales fr. Arabic Il. 33 It was the *fore-dawn hour. 1894 
Hart Caine Manxman v. ii. 283 Sometimes he was up in 
the vague fore-dawn. 1587 Gotpinc De Mornay vi. 80 Por- 
phyrius. .saying, that thereisan everlasting or eternall Mynd, 
and yet..afore the same a *Foreéternall, or former euer- 
lasting. dd. And that betweene the * Foreeuerlasting and 
the Euerlasting, Eternitie resteth in the middest. 1656 Trapp 
Commz. (1868) 415 The Jews. . before their sabbath [had] their 
*fore-sabbath. 1686 PLor Staffordsh. 386 The *fore-South 
windows. .being cover’d with Matt to preserve the hony. 


Fore (601), zt. Golf. [Probably a contraction 
of BerorE.] (See quot. 1878.) 


1878 Parpon Football, etc., 82 Fore! a warning cry to 
people in front of the stroke. 

Fore, obs. pa. t. of FARE. 

Fore-, vefix. In OE. the ady. Fore (like its 
equivalent in various other Teut. langs.) was used 
as a prefix (1) to verbs, giving the additional sense 
of ‘before’ (either in time, position, order, or rank), 
and (2) to sbs. either forming designations of objects 
or parts of objects occupying a front position, or 
expressing anteriority in time. (Cf. OE. forecwedan, 
Goth. fauragipan, OHG. foraguedan to predict ; 
OE. foregangan, Goth. Jauragaggan to precede; 
OE. foretdd, Ger. vorzahn front tooth, etc.). The 
prefix has through all stages of the language con- 
tinued to be a living formative in all its uses. The 
principal combinations are in this work treated as 
Main words in their alphabetical place; those which 
are of merely occasional use, or self-explanatory, 
are enumerated in this article. 

I. In verbs, ppl. adjs., agent-nouns and nouns 
of action. (Stress on the verb.) 

1. With the sense ‘in front’, as in foregird, -lie, 
-lift (all Obs. or arch.). Also in agent-nouns, as 
+ forespurrer, FORERUNNER, FOREWALKER. 

1610 HoLLanp Camden's Brit. 1. 791 Severus *foregirded 
and fensed Britain with a ditch from sea to sea. 1 
SPENSER /’. Q. 11. iii. 29 A golden bauldricke, which *forelay 
Athwart her snowy brest. /éid. 1. xi. 15 *Fore-lifting up 
a-loft his speckled brest. 1769 FaLconer Shipwr. ut. 582 
The ship, fore-lifted by the sea. 1596 SHAKs. Merch. V, 
1. ix. 95 This *fore-spurrer. ; ; 

2. =‘ Beforehand’, ‘ previously’, ‘in advance’. 

Formerly, esp. in 16-17th c., the prefix was used with any 
vb. to which it was desired to give this additional meaning. 
The number of recorded combinations of this kind is there- 
fore enormous, and only a selection of them can here be 
given. Now, however, the use of the prefix, except in 
established combinations such as foresee, foretedd, or in new 
combinations closely analogous to these, is felt to be some- 
what archaistic or affected; in ordinary prose usage the 
meaning is expressed by the addition of an adverb, or (in 
verbs of obvious Lat. or Rom. derivation) by the prefix pre-. 

a. in verbs, as fore-accustom, -acquaint, -adapt, 
-admonesh, -advertise, -advise, -allot, -answer, 
-assign, -balance, -bespeak, -bless, -calculate, -com- 
pose, -comprehend, -conclude, -condenin, -consider, 
-contrive, -count, -date, -declare, -decree, -design, 
-dispose, -divine, -engage, -exist, -expect, -express, 
Sear, figure, -fit, fix, -grasp, -haste, -instruct, 
-learn, -lend, -mean, -order, -paint, -picture, -plan, 
-potson, -promiise, -reckon, -repent, -report, -réquest, 
-resemble, -scent, -season, -seéize, -send, -shape, -shoe, 
-sing, -smell, -sound, -steep, -study, -suffer, -sum- 
mon, -suspect, -threaten, -trace, -use, -utter, -vow, 
-ween, -weep, -weigh. 

1640 Bp. Reynotps Passions xxii, *Fore-accustoming the 
mind to evil. 1624 GATAKER 7yanszdst. To Rdr., This is 
all that..I was desirous by way of Preface to *fore-acquaint 
thee withall. 1696 Wuiston 7%. Earth wv. (1722) 204 He 
foresaw and *fureadapted the entire Frame. 1633 Br. Hat 
Hard Texts, N. T. 396 Who *fore-admonished me that [ete.]. 
1598 Barret 7heor. Warres iw. ii. 105 To *fore aduertise 
the souldiers by the drumme maior. 1664 H. More A/yst, 
Jnig. 206 Fore-advertising them .. of all their affairs of Im- 
portance by the mouths of his Prophets. 1604 Hieron 
Wks. 1, Advt. to Rdr. 67x This short catechisme .. *fore- 
aduiseth thee of the certainty of diuers afflictions. 1587 
Gotpinc De Mornay ix. 121 Whatsoeuer he had *foreallotted 
them of his goodnesse. 1620 Br. Hatt Hox. Mar. Clergy 
1. § x If all my proofes be. .*fore-answered by his Bellarmine. 
1713 Bentley Free-thinking 1. xxix. 147 Notwithstanding 
he had foreanswered..all that he can say about Different 
Interpretations. 1675 Brooxs Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 333 
God the Father, who from eternity had *fore-assigned 
Christ to this office ofa mediator. 1612 J. Corra Dangers 
Practisers Phys. 1. V. 43 Where... the strength of nature 
hath ., bene carefully *foreballanced betweene hope and 
hazard. 1682 Bunyan Holy War 67 Thy evil fruit *fore- 
bespeaks thee not to be a good tree. 1630 Drayton Moses 
1. 63 By th’ eternal prouidence *fore-blest. 1864 Sfectator 
20 Aug. 963/1 Some great crisis not to be definitely *fore- 
calculated. 1684 Baxter Twelve Argts. § 1. 5 No man 
knoweth before-hand, whether a Minister hath studied and 
*fore compfo]sed his..Sermon. 1652 GAauLE Magastrom. 
vii. 78 Whether it be not quite contradictory to the nature 
of future contingents to be *fore-comprehended by any 
created intellect. 1618 Danie, Hist. Eng. 12 They held 
the same confederation *fore-concluded by Alfred. 1642 
Mitton Aol. Smect. (1851) 258 To prejudice and *forecon- 
demne his adversary in the title for slanderous and scurrilous. 
1677 Orway Cheats of Scapin u. i. Wks. 1728 I. 208 These 
things premis'd, and *fore-consider’d. 1652 Br. Hatt /nvis. 
Worlds. §6 Abraham saw an angel *fore-contriving the work. 
1642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St. ui. ix. 173 ‘roa *forecount 
their wives fair, fruitfull, and rich, 1859 Lp, Lyrron 
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Wanderer (ed. 2)97 But why should I forecount as yet The 
ravage of that vulture brood? 1858 H. Bonar Hymns 
Faith § Hope 10 Faith *foredates the joyful day. 1625 
K. Lone tr. Barclay’s Argenis 1. iii. 155 His death .. had 
bin *fore-declared. 1696 WitLarp Body of Divinity (1726) 
359/2 The same which was foredeclared by the angel. 1618 
Danret Hist. Eng. 162 God had *fore-decreed to make 
it his owne worke by a cleaner way. 1645 WiTHER Vox 
Pacif. 141 Of that, which God himselfe, did *fore-designe. 
1715 Curyne Philos. Princ. Relig. (J.), All the steps of the 
growth and vegetation .. have been .. foredesigned by the 
wise Author of nature. @166x FuLLerR (Webster), King 
James had by promise *foredisposed the place on the 
Bishop of Meath. 1607 Watxincton Of¢. Glass 142 Which 
doe *fore-divine, and are, as it were, prophets. 1649 Bp. 
Hatt Cases Conse. 11. vii. (1654) 132 Your former vow or 
oath hath “fore-ingaged you to a just discovery. 1662 J. 
Cuanpier Van Helmont’s Oriat. 33 If the disposed matter 
do *fore-exist. 1864 Pusry Lect. Daniel vi. 298 They, then, 
fore-existing; this, derived from them. 1633 Br. Hatt 
flard Texts, N. T, 47 So as no man can *fore-expect the 
day. 1628 WituER Brit. Remenb. 276 The fourth true 
token which doth *fore-expresse The ruine of a land for 
wickednesse. 1586 Wuetstone Engl. Mirror 121 Little 
*forefeared he that God would make him the capitall 
offender of the Romish superstition. 1534 More 77veat. 
Passion Wks. 1323/2 The old sacrifices. .*fore fygured the.. 
sacrifice of Christes blessed bodye. 1622 S. Warp Life 
Faith in Death (1627) 57 Such as. .fore-know their death, yet 
.. *fore-fit themselues neuer the more carefully. 1571 GoLpING 
Calvin on Ps. xxi. The time which the heavenly father hath 
*fore fixed. 1878 B. Taytor Dewkalion 1. iii. 28 They who 
made us and forefixed our fate, The Titans. 1880 G. Mac- 
DONALD Diary of an Old Souls May, A greater thing Than 
purest imagination can *foregrasp. 1820 Mirman Fadl ¥eru- 
salemt 154 Am I in heaven, and thou *forehasted thither To 
welcome me? 1617 Br. Hatt Qo Vadis? § 24 Let them care- 
fully *fore-instruct..themselues with the sound knowledge 
of the principles of religion. 1855 SincteTon Virg. Georg. 
1, 344 Hence can we *forelearn The weather in th’ uncertain 
sky. 1596 Spenser /. Q. tv. iii. 6 Carelesse of perill 
.. As if that life to losse they had *forelent. 1608 B. Jonson 
Masque Beauty Wks. (Rtldg.) 548/2 As being the place, 
by Destiny *forement. @1743 SAVAGE Ws, (1775) II. 221 
(Jod.) Has he foremeant some distant age to bless? 1870 
Lowe. Among Bhs. Ser. 1.(1873) 224 Without foremeaning 
it, he had [etc.]. 1873 /ézd. Ser. 1. 87 Providence there- 
fore *foreordered two ends to be pursued by man. 1627 
S. Warp Christ All in Allix As if the Scriptures. .had 
not *forepainted out such an Antichrist. 1634 JACKSON 
Creed vu. Christ's Answ. § 54 By the fall of Lebanon .. 
he *forepictures the extirpation of David’s royal race. 1796 
Jane Austen Sense § Sens. iii. 46 What had been already 
.-*foreplanned in her own mind. 1584 Discov. Throck- 
niorton's Treas. 2 Such as are not forestalled, or rather 
*forepoysoned .. with the lies alreadie spred. 1565 T. 
SrarLeton Fort. Faith 65 The calling of the gentils *fore- 
promised. a@1656 Br. Hatt Sfecialties in his life (1660) 27 
It was fore-promised to one of my fellow Chaplains. 1856 
Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh iv. 469, 1, who should have 
known, *Forereckoned mischief! 1890 Greene WVeuer too 
late (1600) 62 He that *forerepents, forsees many perils. 
1642 FuLLER Holy §& Prof. St. ut. xxiii. 218 But Fame 
falls most short..chiefly in *fore-reporting the Happinesse 
in heaven. 1655— Cz. Hist. 1. ili. § 38 Offa had *fore- 
requested the granting of these Priviledges from the Pope. 
164x Mitton Ch. Govt. v. (1851) 113 He..argues that 
Christ..was as well *fore-resembled by the Kings then, 
as by the high Priest. 1652 GauLte JJagastront. xxvi, 
Metoposcopy, boasts herself to *foresent all the begin- 
nings, the progresses, and the ends of men, 1598 E. Gitpin 
Skial. (1878) 45 Hauing so well *fore-season’d thy minds 
caske. 1682 Tate Ads. § Achit. 11, 976 Proceed, illustrious, 
happy chief. .*Foreseize the garlands for thy brow decreed. 
1818 Mirman Savor 87 To foreseize from Fate Thy slow 
existence. c1000 ASLFRIC Gram. xxviii. (Z.) 172 Praenctitto, 
ic *foresende. c1586 C’ress Pembroke Ps. Cv. v, He for 
them to Aigipt had foresent The slave-sold Joseph. 1842 
Sir H. Taytor 2adwin un. iii, We shall so *foreshape 
the minds of men That .. It shall be hailed acceptable. 
a1691 BoyLe Hist. Air (1692) 174 They begin to travel 
again in a white sand, being *fore-shod with shoes, whose 
single soles are made [etc.]. 1563 Mirr. Mag., Hastings 
liv, Swannelyke I “foresong my death. 1634 HasincTon 
Castara (Arb.) 35 He was a Prophet, and fore-sang my love. 
@ 1651 CALDERWoop Hist. Kirk (1843) II. 343 Manie of his 
servants *forsmelling danger, left him. 1648 Herrick 
Hesper. 146 Which *fore-sounds A plentious harvest to 
your grounds. 1565 GoipiInG Ovid's Met. vu. (1593) 155 
The ground then soking makes The seed *foresteept in 
poison strong. 1553 GRIMALDE Cicero's Offices 11. 81 Lucius 
Crassus did showe himself in open courte to do that verie- 
well having *forestudied. 1647 FuLLER Good Th. in Worse 
YT. (1841) 134 The party praying. .fore-studieth not every 
expression. 1839 Battry Festus xxviii. (1848) 335 But I 
foresee, *fore-suffer. 1597 DanieL Czv. Wars vu. |xii, The 
Parlement .. Which his Associates had *fore-summoned. 
@ 1612 DonNneE Buadavaros (1644) 68 *Fore-suspecting that hee 
should not easily remove that desire of dying. 1598 J. 
Dickenson Greewte t2 Conc, (1878) 103 Which these so 
many, and so manyfest likelihoodes did *forethreaten. 1656 
Trappe Com. Matt. iii. 10 Edom is forethreatened for 
not harbouring them when scattered by the Chaldeans. 
1833 Worpsw. Warning 133 Paths no human wisdom can 
*foretrace! a@161z DoNNE Biadavatos (1648) 216 Except 
where a competent diligence being *fore-used, a mistaking 
in our conscience may provide an excuse. 1583 STANYHURST 
Aineis 1. (Arb.) 88 Theese stoans king Helenus, theese 
ragd rocks rustye *forevttred. 1839 Battery Festus xxxii. 
(1848) 352 The prophecies Of God fore-uttered through the 
tongues of Time. 1615 DanieL Hymen's Tri. Poems (1717) 
124 A Heart *forevow’d unto a better Choice. 1587 T. 
Hucures Misfort. Arthur ut. i. (1828) 46 *Foreweening 
nought what perils might insue. 1763 CHURCHILL Poems, 
Duellist 1, The sky in sullen drops of rain *Forewept the 
morn, 1819 CraBBe 7. of Hall, Patron 75 When each in- 
dulgence was *foreweigh’d with care, 

b. in ppl. adjs. as fore-bemoaned, -biased, 
-boasted, -contmended, -created, -dated, -defined, 


-denounced, -described, -deserved, -devised, -devote, 
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-done, -fated, -formed, -hinting, -impressed, -in- 
clined, -intimated, -led, -made, -misgiving, -noted, 
-obtained, -opinioned, -penned, -pretended,-provided, 
-rectted, -rehearsed, -remembered, -settled, -specified, 
-typified, -vouched, -wished, -wonted. Also tore- 
littering, littering prematurely ; fore-riped, ri- 
pened too early; premature. fore-wrought, 


? tampered with beforehand. 

c1600 SHaks, Sov. xxx, The sad account of *fore 
moned mone. 1720 WeLTon Suffer. Son of God II. xxix. 
751 The Malicious Prejudices .. of His accusers and *fore- 
byass’d Judges. 1602 Warner A/b. Eng. 1x. xlix. 228 
Gods sole Prouidence Did cleare *fore-bosted Conquest. . 
hence. 1642 CupwortHu Lora’s Supper vi. (1676) 34 Which 
I will confirm from that *forecommended place. 1587 GoLp- 
inc De Mornay ix. 118 Whether the Worlde was created 
after the pattern of a thing *forecreated, or of a thing 
without a beginning. 1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. 11. (1851) 148 
An abortive and *foredated discovery. 1640 Br. Har 
Epise. 1. tv. 103 The proper and *fore-defined sence. 1604 
Hirron Wks. I. To Rdr. 553 Romes long-deserued and 
*fore-denounced ouerthrow. 158x Sipney Aol. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 28 The *foredescribed name of Poets. 1580 — 
Arcadia w. (1598) 416 Their *fore-deserued punishment. 
1579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 38 It was a deliberation 
voluntary and *foredeuised. 1889 Sat. Rev. 7 Sept. 262/r 
There is a sort of tourists *foredevote to mischance. 1862 
F. Hatt Hindu Philos. Syst. 125 The fruit of *foredone 
sacrifices. 1839 Baitey Mestus (1848) 38 The statesman 
makes new laws for growing worlds, Through their *fore- 
fated ages. 1767 H. Brooxe ool of Qual. II. viii. 31 
No *foreformed evasions or contrivances for escape 1868 
BusuHne_t Servm. Living Subj. 420 A strange, enigmatic, 
yet apparently *forehinting utterance. 1642 H. More 
Song of Soul i. iii. 1. 1x, Swayd By sense, and *fore- 
imprest Astronomie. 1640 Br. Hatt Efisc. mt. ii. 227 A 
*fore-inclined minde. 163r GouGE Goa’s Arrows Ded. 5 
The “fore-intimated arrowes. 1662 J. CHANDLER Vaz Tel- 
mtont’s Oriat, 101 Their *fore-led life. 1583 STANYHURST 
Aineis Ded. (Arb.) 8 Like as *forelittring bitches whelp 
blynde puppies. 1642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St. ut. xxiil. 
217 If such *foremade reports prove true. 1565 GoLDING 
Ovtd’s Met. x. (1593) 248 Her *foremisgiving mind did also 
make her sad. 1583 STaANyHURST /7e7s Iv. (Arb.) 118 Thee 
*forenoted offrings. 1568 T, HoweL, Ard. Amiitie (1879) 43 
Perpend the grace, the trust and trade, of *foreobteyned 
wyfe. 1627-77 FertHam Mesolves 1. xxvili. 48 Men are 
*fore-opinion’d of him for a politic man. 1549 CHALONER 
tr. Erasm. Morie Enc, Aj, Their longe and “*fore- 
penned oracions. 1709 StrypE Ann. Ref. 1. liv. 587 All.. 
were but *fore-pretended falsehoods. 1850 Lyncu Theo. 
Trin. i. 15 *Fore-provided signals. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VIII, 
I. ii. 127 The *fore-recited practises. 1661 J. STEPHENS 
Procurations 142 According to the fore-recited Act. 1526 
Trinpate JV. 7. Prol., This *forerehearced newe testament. 
1577-87 HouinsHepD Chron. III. 1230/2 The *fore-remembred 
Coniers vicar of saint Martins in Norwich. 1631 WEEVER 
Anc. Fun. Mon. 170 My fore remembred Author. 1534 Lp. 
Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) O viij, The *fore ryped 
prymetyme prouoked them therto. 1587 Gotpinc De JVor- 
nay Pref. 10 For .. *fore-setled opinions doo bring in bond- 
age. 1647 Spricce Azglia Rediv. 1. ii. 12 The *fore- 
specified commands. 1693 Cuauncy Eg. Gosp. New Law 
34 The great Sacrifice so long *fore-typified. 1605 SuHaxs. 
Lear i. i. 223 Your *fore-voucht affection [must] Fall into 
taint. 1592 WyrLey Avmorie, Chandos 98 Had I taken the 
oportunitie.. The towne had I surprised speedilie And well 
atchiued *fore-wished pretence. 1647 H. More Song of Soul 
App. il. xviii, Even so the ghosts. . Walk in their *forewonted 
coast. 1611 SPEED H/zst. Gt. Brit. 1x. viii. § 16.489 To reduce 
those partes to his Allegiance. .was no hard matter to effect ; 
the greater part of Commaunders there (being *fore-wrought) 
expecting nothing more. .then these perfidious assaults, 

c. in yvbl. sbs., as fore-aboding, -accounting, 
-being, -building, -catching, -damning, -enjoying, 
Searing, -glooming, -living, -misgiving, -placing, 
-planting, -schooling, -shaping, -understanding, 
-whipping, -whispering. 

az7ir Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 199 Yet from 
some *Fore-abodings I divine, I David like, the Temple 
may design. 1580 Sipney Arcadia 1. 85 But *fore- 
accounting oft makes builders misse. 186x Davs tr. Bzd- 
linger on Apoc. (1573) 10 For this is it, that he meaneth by 
ioyning the *forebeyng to the present beyng. 1662 GLAN- 
vitt Lux Orient. xii. (1682) 92 In the state of our Fore- 
Beings. 158x MutcastEr Positions v. (1887) 26 That, 
which must follow their *forebuilding. 1625 Git Sacr. 
Phitos. 1. 86 Some *fore-catchings of the shadowes of things 
to come. 1615 Byriutp Exfos. Coloss. iii. 6 That can but 
seriously consider. .God’s reprobating or *fore-damning of 
millions of men. 1640 Br. REyNotps Passzons (1658) 985 
Under pretence of devoting themselves to contemplation 
and a *fore-enjoying of the light of God. 1674 N. Farrrax 
Bulk & Selv. 65 The *forefearing that if emptiness far and 
wide were not granted, the world would not be bounded. 
1880 W. Watson Prince's Quest, Vanishings (1892) 147 
Vague *foregloomings of the Dark to be. 1430 Lypc. 
Chron. Troy Vv. xxxvi, The Kynge was to her in all his *fore 
liuinge Louyng and true in all maner thinge. 1565 GoLpING 
Ovid's Met. v1. (1593) 143 The *foremisgiving of his mind 
did make them sore afraid. 161x Cotcr., Prevzise, a *fore- 
placing, a setting before. Jdid., Preplantement, a *fore- 
planting or former setting. 1886 LoweLt Px. Wks. (1890) 
VI. 163 Is it so good a *fore-schooling for Life? 1892 
Atheneum 16 Apr. 496/2 Some clear *foreshapings of that 
new order. 1550 Bate Sed. Wes. (1849) 498 And I (saith 
St. John) perceived it evidently in my *fore-understanding, 
that this woman..was all drunken in the bloody slaughter 
of saints. 1613 T. Gopwin Row. Antig. (1625) 194 This 
*forewhipping I take to be a matter vnquestionable. 1880 
Watson Prince’s Quest (1892) 20 Perchance ‘lo hear 
*forewhisperings of their destiny. 

d. in nouns of action, as fore-advice, -chotce, 
-consent, -designment, -determination, -guidance, 
-payment, -proffer, -proviston, -revelation, -spousals, 
-sufferance, -trial, 
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1598 Fiorio, Premonitione, a premonition. .a *foreaduise, 
1614 Rareicu Hist. World u. (1634) 260 God's. .promise. 
and *fore-choice of his people. 1615 CHarMaANn Odyss. xml. 
194 The *fore-consent Thou hadst vouchsafed it. a@1641 Br. 
Movuntacu Acts & Mon. (1642) 21 A *fore-designement of 
better things to come. 1565 JewEL Def. Afol. (1611) 38 
His owne blinde preiudices, and *fore-determinations, 1610 
Guitiim Heraldry iv. xv. (1611) 230 Without the *fore- 
guidance of a valiant leader. 1807 Sournery Lett. (1856) II. 
9, I had roo/. of him in *forepayment for the first edition. 
1548 UpALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke i. 77 A *foreprofer to 
the abolishing of synne. 1611 Cotcr., Preparation, a pre- 
paration or *fore-prouision, a@1680 Cuarnock Attrib. God 
(1834) I. 552 The event did answer his *fore-revelation. 
a1639 WesstER AZp. §& Virg. iw. ii, Divorc’d from her 
*fore-spousals with Icilius. 1629 Jackson Creed vi. 11. 
xxxii. $7 His experience on *foresufferance of the like evils. 
1868 Hanna Ministry in Galilee iii. 50 A short *fore-trial 
might be made of the work. ‘ 

II. Prefixed to sbs. (Stress chiefly on the 
prefix, exc. where this is liable to be apprehended 
as an adj.; in many words the stress is variable). 

3. With reference to place. a. Withsense, ‘ that 
is in the front’, or ‘in front of something’, ‘ di- 
rected to the front’; =FRonv- (by which it is now 
often replaced), as fore-axle, -chamber, -corner, 
-courtyard, -covert, -desk, -face, -flap, -gallery, 
-glass, -hall, -hill, -log, -nook, -parlour, -pillow, 
-place, -plate, -porch, -post, -quarter, -rank, -rib, 
-shop, -skirt, -tatl, -way, -wedge, -wheel. 

1822 Imison Sc. §- Art I. 103 The *fore-axle must sustain 
as much more friction. 1622 H. SypENHAM Sera. Sod. Occ. 
(1637) 106 Gluttony is the *fore-chamber of lust. 1852 
Grote Greece 11. 1xxxii, X. 665 ‘he fore-chambers and back- 
chambers of the various temples. 1805 Mrs. WAKEFIELD 
Dom, Recreat. x. 137 The *fore-corner of the same eye-lid. 
1623 Crt. & Times Fas. I. (1849) II. 430 The *forecourt- 
yard of the French ambassador’s house. 1609 HoLtanp 
Amm. Marcell. xxiv. vi. 249 Of undermining and the 
fabrickes *fore-covert and defence, Nevita and Dagalaiphus 
had the charge. ¢1515 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 
I. 483 Lyj Stalles in the lower degrees with the *foredeskes 
for the same. 1545 Raynoitp Byrth Mankynde 1. ix. (1634) 
32 From the right side..and *foreface of the great arterie. 
1607 Braum. & Fi. Woman-hater v. i, My *foreflap 
hangs in the right place. 1775 S. J. Prarr Liberal 
Opin. (1783) IV. 3. The fore-flap of his coat. 1715 Lrontr 
Palladio's Archit. (1742) 11. 19, I have made the *Fore- 
galleries..as I fancy they ought to have been. 1741 
Ricuarpson Pamela (1824) I. 125, I was afraid of Robin’s 
looking back, through the *fore-glass [of the coach]. 1882-3 
Scuarr Exzcycl. Relig. Knowl. 1, 210 To the one side a 
*fore-hall, the schoolroom. 1776 Phil. Trans. LXVI. 527 
Its *forehills are almost every where composed of rocks 
and strata, rising very steep to the horizon. 1883 Mrs. 
Rotuins Vew Eng. Bygones 68 They [the backlogs] were 
buried in embers and then supplemented with *forelogs. 
1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 36 They beginne with 
the farr *fore-nooke, and after that with the neare fore- 
nooke, then with the farr hinder nooke. 1747 Scheme 
Equip. Men of War sg Their *Fore-Parlours, or Dining 
Rooms. 1617 Marxuam Cava. vi. 51 Vhe *fore-pillowes 
must stand so directly that they may defend the Ryders 
knees from the neather point of the bare tree. 1878 
Mortey Carlyle 194 Laughter has a *fore-place in life. 
1715 DesaGuiigers Fives Jipr. 108 The first Piece or *fore- 
Plate. 1535 Goodly Primer Ps. c. 3 Into his *foreporches 
with praise. 1870 Daily News 24 Sept., A Jager regiment 
formed the infantry *forepostsin a line of villages. c1430 Two 
Cookery-bks, 1. 6 Take fayre beef of be rybbys of pe *fore 
quarterys. 1883 Harper's Mag. Feb. 367/2 A fore-quarter of 
lamb. 1599 SHaks. fev. V, v. ii. 97 Compris’d Within the 
*fore-ranke of our Articles. 1863 J. G. Murpuy Comin. Gen. 
xlix. 10 Judah had the forerank among the tribes in the 
wilderness. 1895 Dazly News 9 Jan. 6/2, 17 *foreribs of beef. 
1633 Forp Love's Sacr. u1. i, Shut up your *fore-shop, I'll be 
your journeyman no longer. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VILL, 11. 
iii. 98 Honours traine Is longer than his *fore-skirt. 1665 
J. Witson Projectors u. i. Dram. Wks. (1874) 218 One 
doublet with a new pair of foreskirts. 1732 E. Forrest 


Hogarth’s Tour 8 The “*fore-tail of his shirt. 1631 
Househ. Ord. 349 The *foreway for the chappell. 1523 
FitzHers. Husb. § 4 *Forewedge and helewedge. 1728 


Vanpr. & Cis. Prov. Husb. 1. Wks. (1730) 222 The two *fore- 
wheels came crash down at once. 1822 Imison Sc. §& Art 
I. 103 In all four-wheeled carriages, the fore-wheels are made 
of a less size than the hind ones. ’ 

b. Indicating the front part of something; as 
Sore-brain, -palate, -shaft, -shoulder. 

1879 tr. Haeckel’s Evol. Man 11. xx. 225 The highest acti- 
vities of the animal body. .have their seat in the *fore-brain, 
1872 Brames Comp, Gram. Aryan Lang. India I. ix. 326 
A larger portion of the tongue’s surface being brought 
into contact with the *fore-palate. 1883 Im THurRN /udians 
Guiana xi. 245 The *foreshaft [of arrow] and the blunt 
head. 1857 Hottanp Bay Path xvii. 196 Then he'll let me 
have it just back o’ the *fore-shoulder. . 

ec. Indicating one of the front limbs of an animal; 
as fore-claw, -fin, flipper, -hoof, -knee, -lin, -pad, 
-paw, + -talon, (Stress often on the sb.) 

1769 Phil. Trans. LX. 37 Onits *fore-claws are five strong 
long nails. 1779-80 Coox Voy. (1785) Il. 457 The dam.. 
holds the young one between her “fore-fins. 1853 Kans 
Grinnell Exp. x\v. (1856) 417 Behind the *fore-flippers. 
1770 G. Wuite Selborne xxviii. 79 The *fore-hoofs were 
upright and shapely. 1607 TorseLy Your. Beasts 121 And 
then stayeth his body vpon the “*fore-knees. 1794-6 E. 
Darwin Zoon. (1802) I. 199 Quadrupeds that have collar- 
bones use their *fore-limbs in some measure as we use our 
hands. 1879 JerFERtES Wild Life in S. C.8 These animals, 
[rabbits], strike with the *fore-pads as if boxing. 1825 J. 
Neat Bo, Jonathan I, 110 Throwing one of the bear’s great 
*fore-paws at him. a@ 1682 Sir T. Browne 7vacts 113 ‘They 
opened the vein of the *fore talon. : 

d. Waut. Chiefly in words denoting some ‘ part 
of a ship’s frame and machinery which lies near 
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the stem, or in that direction, in opposition to a/# 
or after’ (Adm, Smyth) ; also of parts connected 
with the foremast (opposed to mzazz-, mizen-) ; 
as fore-bitts, -bonnet, -bowline, -brace, -bridge, 
-cap, -cat-harpings, -chains, -cluegarnet, -course, 
-downhaul, -hatch, -hatchway, -hood, -keel, -lee, 
-rake, -rigging, -royal, -scuttle, -shrouds, -spoke, 
-spritsatl, -tackle, -truck, -trysatl. 

1833 Marryat P. Siszfle (1863) 411 Their first shot went 
right through the hull of the brig, just abaft the *fore-bits. 
1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag.1. 17 Unbind all things clear of 
it, and bring too the *Fore-bonnet. Jézd. 18 Hawl bout 
*fore Bowline. Jd/d. 17 Haw] aft the Sheets, get aft on the 
Quarter Deck, the *fore Braces, 1833 Marryar P. Sziple 
(1863) 213 The jaws of the fore-brace block. 1893 Ap. 
MarxuamM in Daily News 3 July 5/7 The Admiral came 
forward to the *fore-bridge. 1748 Anson's Voy. 11. i. 297 
The Gloucester’s *forecap split. 1867 SmyrH Sazlor’s Word- 
bk., *Fore Cat-harpings. 1720 *Fore-chains [see CHain 
14 b]. 18z0 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. Ul. 193 From the 
stem to the fore-chains. 1825 H. B. Gascoicne JVav. 
Fame 51 The *Forecluegarnets are Let-run of all. 1626 
Carr. Smitx Accid, Yung. Seamen 96 The fore sayle called 
sometimes the *fore course. 1707 Lond. Gaz. No. 4380/3 
The Firebrand .. forc’d in under a Fore-course for the 
Light of St. Agnes. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 17 
Belay the *fore doon hall. 1840 R, H. Dana Bef. Mast 
xxxi. 112 A large sheep-pen which had been built upon 
the *forehatch. 1790 Beatson Nav. & A%il. Mem. II. 
162 The *fore-hatch-way. 1819 J. H. Vaux Mem. I, 226 
Certain parts of the stem, called the *fore-hoods, were 
loose. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. \xvi. 267 The 
*Fore-keel of our Poup. a1802 Young Man v. in Child 
Ballads viu. ccxlv. (1892) 377/1 She’ll..gae out your *fore- 
lee. 1627 Cart. SmitH Seaman's Gram. ii. 4 The *fore 
Rake is that which giues the ship good way. 1805 in 
Nicolas Disp. Nelson (1846) VII. 167 zote, Employed knott- 
ing and splicing our *fore-rigging. 1882 Dazly Tel. 12 
Sept. 2/1 He was ordered on to the *foreroyal yard along 
with another youngster. 1800 CoLQquHoun Commz. Thames 
ii. 55 He placed the two trunks close to the *fore-scuttle. 
1699 Dampier Voy, II. 11. 64 Let us goa little way up the 
*Fore-shrouds. 1833 Marryat 2. Szvple (1863) 107 ‘The 
captain and first lieutenant went aft, and took the “fore- 
spokes of the wheel. @ 1661 Hotypay Fuvenal 229 A *fore- 
sprit-saile. 1823 Crass Jechnol. Dict. s.v. Fore, *Fore- 
tackle, a tackle on the fore-mast. 1669 Sturmy JZlaviner’s 
Mag. v. 64 They nail down Quoyners to the *Fore-Trucks 
of heavy Guns. 1895 Cextury Mag. Aug. 594/2 The admiral’s 
flag at the fore-truck. 1857 C. GripBLe in Merc. Mar. 
Mag. (1858) V. 3 *Fore-try-sail. 

4., With reference to time. a. Giving the addi- 
tional sense of precedence or anticipation; as /ore- 
age, -ancestor, -assurance, -care, -consciousness, 
-counsel, -day, -gleam, -glimpse, -handsel,-hope,-tnt- 
pression, -king, -light, -luck, -martyr, -messenger, 
-notice, -notion, -order, -parent, -precedent, -reso- 
lution, -restraint, -scene, -scent, -sense, -sentence, 
-shift, -sigi, -sin, -splendour, -tenant, -thrift, -year. 

1581 J. Bett Haddon's Ausw. Osor. 453 b, Where be these 
Records .. of auncient Antiquitye, and of all *foreages? 
1563-87 Foxe A. & JZ, (1596) 120 Our *fore-ancestors. 
1631 Donne Siathanatos (1644) 74 A_ *fore-assurance 
that else they would escape death by death. 16:5 P. 
SMALLE Mans May Biija, Prudence, *Fore-care, and Dili- 
gence. .are the flow’rsof May. 1843 Lowett Glance behind 
Curtain Poet. Wks. (1879) 49 A *fore-consciousness of their 
high doom. 1839 BaiLey estus (1848) 32/1 *Forecounsel, 
wisdom, and experience. a1300 Cursor MM. 19049 (Cott.) A 
man was criplidin be parlesi, And had ben mastall his *fordais, 
1857-8 Sears A ¢haz, xi. 98 We get even now intimations and 
*fore-gleams of what itis. 1894 Advance (Chicago) 5 Apr., A 
*fore-glimpse of the Day of Judgment. 1574 tr. Marlorat’s 
Apocalips 9 A *forehansell of the newe lyfe. 1603 Sir C. 
HerybDon Sud. Astrol. x. 233 If therefore through this *fore- 
hope .. the excesse of immoderate ioy be abated. 1597 
Daniet Civ. Wars v1. xxii, A *fore-impression of the right 
he has, 1876 Tennyson //arold iv. ii, Thy fierce *fore- 
kings had clench’d their pirate hides To the bleak church 
doors. 1853 J. Cumminc Lect. Miracles (1854) 126 One of 
the *forelights of the restoration ofall things. 1659 TorRIANO, 
Buona-niano..good hanzell or good *fore-luck. 1577 Han- 
MER Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1636) 75 The other *foremartyrs .. 
hasten themselves unto Martyrdome. 1548 UDALL, etc. 
Erasm, Par. Luke i.17 The *foremessagier of the former 
cumming, 1574 Newton Health Mag. Tjb, A fore- 
messanger or waymaker to Feuers, Apostumations and 
Abscesses.. 1678 'T. Rvmer Tvag. Last Age 38 Some *fore- 
notice of it. 1604 DanieL Vision 12 Goddesses Wks. (1717) 
239 To the end thou may’st have *Fore-Notion what Powers 
.. take here this Prospective. 1594 Carew Tasso (1881) 29 
And for all wants *foreorder layd. 1826 Pilger. Perf (W. 
de W. 1531) 41 Our *fore parentes Adam and Eue. 157 —87 
Howinsuep Chron, III. 1114/1 The said alleaged hie 
presidents against me. 1629 ‘IT’. Apams Soules Refuge, Wks. 
gio Men that want this *fore-resolution. 1594 CAREW 
Tasso(1881) 106 How he scornde his rule and *fore-restraint. 
1857-8 Sears Ahan. 12 If the light of the after-scene were 
turned full on the *fore-scene. 1834 I. TayLtor Sat. Even. 
231 Not free from an appalling *forescent of his own near 
discomfiture, 1621 CADE Sermz. 3 With toolittle. .*fore-sence 
of vengeance, or prickeof conscience. 1840 CLouGH Amzours 
de Voy. 11.123 The steady fore-sense of a freer and larger 
existence. 1598 Sy_vesteR Du Bartas u. ii. Ark 599 This 
-.old-man..toucht with true repentance, Wt» Prophet- 
mouth ‘gan thus his Son’s *fore-sentence, 1891 Labour 
Commission Gloss. s.v. Shift, One set or shift go under- 
ground early in the morning .. these are called *‘ foreshift 
men’. The second set go underground about g a.m., and 
are called ‘backshift men’. 1548 UDALL, etc. Zrasm, Par. 
Mark i. 13 Undoubtedlye he maketh a *foresigne. 1659 
Macatio Can, Physick 43 Foresigns of life or death. 1530 
Tinpate Answ. More 1. iii. (1573) 293/2 To make satisfac- 
tion for his *fore-sinnes. 1831 CarLyLe Sart, Res. (1858) 
m5 rhe idee de call them rather *fore-splendours, of that 
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holy place. 1869 R. Lyrron Orvad 217 ‘The force of *fore- 
thrift in the fear of want. 1615 CHarMAN Odyss. vill. 603 
The sauing trade, The Reuerend for her wisedome (Circe) 
had In *foreyeares taught him. . 

b. Indicating the early part of; as fore-night, 
-summer, -year; foreday=morning. Chiefly Sc. 

1818 Hocc Brownie Bodsbeck I. 13 He saw them as weel 
as it had been *fore-day. 1808-79 JamiESon, */orenicht, 
the interval between twilight and bed-time. 1887 American 
XIV. 234 The terrible winter and *foresummer of 1854-55. 
1545 Brunston in Tytler H7st. Scot. (1864) III. 372 The 
said cardinal [Beaton] entendis .. to bring us gret support 
in the *foir yere. ’ 

5. Special combinations. a. With reference to 
place: fore-action, the movement of a horse’s 
front legs; +fore-alley, (in a meeting-house) the 
alley or passage in front of the desk; + fore-beak, 
the prow of a vessel; + fore-board, the deck or 
fore-deck; fore-boot: see Boor sb.14c; +fore- 
bowels, the part of a horse’s belly in front of the 
girths ; +fore-bush (of hair) =ForELock ; | fore- 
buttock (jocular), the breast (of a woman) ; 
+ fore-cloth, the covering of a horse’s shoulders; 
+ fore-cock (of a hat), see quot. and Cock 50.6 3; 
+ fore-crag (see quot.); + fore-crop (see quot.) ; 
+ fore-entry (a) = Fore-court, (2) the porch or 
gate-house ; + fore-fellows, fellow-soldiers in the 
preceding rank; fore-flank, (a) the front part 
of the flank, (4) (see quot. 1796); + fore-gal- 
lant, the chief performer (in a morrice-dance) ; 
+ fore-gear, (a) armour for the front of the body, 
(6) harness for the front horses of a team; fore- 
hanging, fore-hearth (see quots.); fore-heater, 
salt-making (see quot.) ; +fore-hip, a trick in 
wrestling ; fore-hooks, Wazt. = breast-hooks ; 
+fore-knight JVaut. (see quot.); fore-lighter, 
the first ina ‘ gang’ of lighters; + fore-lines, lines 
drawn directly forward ; fore-march, a march for- 
ward, in quot. fg.; fore-mark, ? a conspicuous 
model for imitation ; fore-page, the first page (ina 
printed work) ; fore-piece (see quot.) ; fore-pipe, 
a brass pipe near the muzzle of a musket, etc., to 
receive the ramrod; + fore-smock, ? an article of 
dress worn in front of the smock, anapron; *} fore- 
spar S¢c., a swingle-tree for attaching the front 
horses of a team; fore-starling (see quot.) ; 
fore-step, (a) astep forward, (4) #/. steps in front, 
tracks; > fore-stone, a mass of rock that interrupts 
a vein of ore; fore-thwart, fore-train (see 
quots.); +fore-tow Sc., a rope for attaching the 
front horses of a team; fore-winning (see quot.). 

1816 Kratince 7vav. (1817) I. 159 The Spanish horse 
carries his head high, and his *fore-action is regulated 
hereby. 1716 S. Sewatt Diary 9 Sept., They stood in the 
*Fore-Ally and were admitted, Confessing their Sin of 
Fornication. @1656 UssHer Azz. vi. (1658) 551 After they 
had ran violently upon one another with their *forebeaks. 
1sgt Harincton Ord. Fur. xu. xv, In vaine it was to pull 
down all our sailes, And on the *foreboord close to couch 
the mast. 1580 BLunDEvIL Horses Diseases cxi. 51b, All 
the shoulder [of the horse] from the maine downward, and 
betwixt the *forebowels. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. v. 
(1688) 65 You shall observe your Horse’s Sweat, under his 
Saddle, and Forebowels, if it appear White. 591 Prrctr- 
vaLL Sf. Dict., Copete, the *forebush of the haire. 1727 
Swit, etc, Sylv., Misc. 1V. 137 Her *Fore Buttocks to the 
navel bare. 1526 Househ. Ord. (1790) 205 The King’s 
sadles, bridles, bytts, *forecloathes, and other necessaries. 
1627 Crt. § Times Chas. I (1848) 1.256 He..lay in the field 
all night with two horses’ forecloths under.and two cloaks 
overhim. 1668 ETHEREDGE She woz’d if she cou'd 1. iii, 
Never hat took the *fore-cock and the hind-cock at one 
motion so naturally. 1591 Vews /r. Scotd. in Brand Pop. 
Antig. (1849) [11.8 Found the enemy’s mark to be in her [the 
witch’s] *forecrag, or fore part of her throat. 1523 FirzHErs. 
Hush, § 57 Se that they [fatte-oxen] be soft on the *fore- 
croppe, behynde the shulder. 1598 Barret Vheor. Warres 
i, i, 43 Each one hauing a care to his *forefellowes .. dis- 
charge altogether at one vollie. 1796 W. Marsuaty JZid/, 
Co, I. 355 (E. D. S.)*Fore-flank ..a projection of fat, upon 
the ribs, immediately behind the shoulder. 1856 Farmer's 
Mag. Jan. 10 He was especially good in his back and fore- 
flank. 1589 Nasue Pasguill § Marforius 12 The *fore- 
gallant of the Morrice, with the treble belles. a@1658 Forp, 
etc. Witch Edmonton u. i, If you.. know me.. for a.. 
fore-gallant in a morris, my father’s stable is not unfurnish’d. 
1496 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl, (1877) I. 300 Fore towis, 
harnys, and quhelis, and all *foregere. 1560 RoLLAND Crt. 
Venus 1v. 613 The peirt persing of foirgeir into deid. 
1528 ‘Tinpate Obed. Chr. Man gt b, Christe hath brought 
us all into the inner temple, within the vayle or *forehang- 
inge, 1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., *Fore-hearth, a pro- 
jecting bay in the front of a blast-furnace hearth, under 
the tymp. 1880 Zz). Univ. Knowl. XIII, 76 The brine .. 
is placed in large shallow iron pans called the * foreheaters’, 
when it is boiled until the impurities have been deposited. 
1602 Carew Cornwall 76a, Many sleights and tricks apper- 
taine hereunto..Such are the ‘Trip, *forehip [etc.]. 1867 
SmytH Sazlor’'s Word-bk., *Fore-hook. 1678 Puituires, 
*Fore-knight and Main-knight, in Navigation are two short 
thick pieces of Wood carved with the head of a Man, fast 
bolted to the Beams upon the second Deck. 1891 A. J. 
Foster Ozse 170 First comes the *fore-lighter with the 
name of the owner painted on the bows, 1626 Bacon Sy/va 
§ 204 Sounds though they spread round.,yet they..go 
furthest in the *Fore-lines from the first local impulsion 
of the air. 1822 Goop Study Med, (1834) IV. 89 This *fore- 
march of nature should be timely checked. 1863 Mrs. C 


1814 Soutney Roderick u, The *fore-tenant of that | CLarke Shaks. Char. xvi. 405 The *foremark and exemplar 








FORE AND AFT. 


ofa commercial nobleman. 1623 Liste /fric on O. §& N. 
Test. Pref. P 5 The *fore page of this Worke. 1874 KniGuT 
Dict. Mech. 1. 905 *Fore-fiece (Saddlery) the flap attached 
to the fore-part of a side-saddle, to guard the rider's dress. 
1837 Regul. § Ord. Army 93 Repairs to Rifles, For long 
*Fore-pipe, brass 1s. od. 1536 Lapy Brian Zet¢. in Strype 
Eccl. Mem. 1. App. \xxi. 172 She hath neither gowne nor 
kirtell..nor *foresmocks. 1496 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot. 
(1877) I. 298 Item for iiij *fore sparris to turs to the oost. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 905 *Fore-starling, an ice- 
breaker in advance of the starling of a bridge. 1562 J. Hey- 
woop Prov. & Epigr. (1867) 203 If one backstep be as much 
as *foresteps three. 1611 SPEED Hist. Gt, Brit. 1x. v. § 27 
Following the fore-steps of your famous Ancestors. 1668 
Gianvitt in Phil. Trans. 11. 770 A Rock called a *Fore- 
stone. 1867 SmyTu Sailor’s Word-bk.,*Fore-thwart. The 
seat of the bowman in a boat. 1496 [see foregear] *Fore- 
towis. 1797 Sforting Mag. X. 296 The *fore-train consists 
of the neck, the shoulders, the breast, and the fore-legs. 
188x Raymonp Mining Gloss., *Fore-winning, advanced 
workings. . 

b. With reference to time: +fore-eatage, the 
opportunity of pasturing one’s cattle before others ; 
+ fore-fetch, a reaching forward in thought, fore- 
thought (see Frrcusé.11); +fore-goodsire = FoRE- 
GRANDSIRE; + fore-great-grandfather = great- 
ereat-grandfather ; fore-rent, ‘a year’s rent of a 
farm payable six months after entry’ (Jam.) ; 
+ forestore, a store laid up beforehand; + fore- 
title, prescriptive title ; +fore-wages (Sc.), wages 
paid in advance. 

1641 Best Harm. Bks. (Surtees) 12 They may have the 
*fore-eatage of the towne-side. 1554 Bate Dec/. Bonner's 
Art, xi. (1561) 35 He is a man of a great *fore fatche. 1535 
Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 19 His *foirgudschir king Mal- 
come Canmoir, @ 1693 Urquuartr Rabelais i. xxvii. 310 
Caillets *fore-great Grandfather. 1813 R. Kerr Agvic. 
Surv. Berw.141 The..mode of payment .. termed *fore- 
rent or forehand rent. 1556 J. Hrywoop S#ider §& F. 
x. 110 To begerie from richesse *Forestore lasht out, in 
excreable excesse. 1611 SPEED /77st. Gt. Brit. 1x. vill. § 5 
No man hath Right or any other *fore-Title to succeede 
another..vnlesse [etc.]. 1606 Sc. Acts Yas. VJ (1816) IV. 
287 Samony of thame as sall ressaue *foirwageis. 

Fore-aboding, etc. ; see Forn- pref. 

Foreacre (foer,zika1). Now dial. [f. Forn- 
pref.+ Aone. Cf. Ger. voracker.] (See quots.) 

1736 Precce Kenticisms (E.D.S.) 28 Fore-acre, an head- 
land. 1887 Kent Gloss., Fore-acre, a headland: the land 
at the ends of the field where the furrows cross, 

Forea‘ct v. [f. Forn- gref+Act v.] trans. 
and zztr. To act beforehand (see senses of Act v.). 

1757 Dyer fleece 1, 261 Sagacious care foreacts. 1840 
R. I. Wivperrorce 5 Empires 33 The great deeds of the 
Son of God foreacted in dumb show in the ordinances of 
God's worship. 

Hence Fore-acted Af/. a.; Fore-acting v0/. sd, 

a 1618 Sytvester Fob Triumph. Proem 865 To finde some 
hole in my fore-acted Life. 1652 Cary Exp. Fob xi.-xiv. 
507 These dispensations being (preludia gloriz) the fore- 
actings of a glorified estate. 1682 27d Plea for Nonconf. 
26 ‘Their fore-acted Conspiracies. 

Fore-adapt, -advise, etc.: see Forn- pref. 

+ Fo:re-agai‘n, -against, 7rep. Ols. Also 
5 foragayne, 6 foraganis, forayenst. [f. FoRE 
prep. or adv, + AGAIN, Acainst, Cf, FoREGAIN(ST, 
Foryenst.] Directly opposite, facing. 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vi. clxxx. 178 For agayne the olde 
towne of Notyngham. 1506 W7dl of Wyttylbury (Somerset 
Ho.), Forayenst the place where my fader lieth. 1577-87 
Hovinsuep Chron. I. 178/1 ‘That part that lieth fore against 
France, was assigned to Edmund. 1596 DavrympLe tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1. 87 Nathir to thay best partes in 
Albion in the Easte foraganes Inland. 1631 Heyzin S¢. 
George it. viii. 312 They..set, by two and two: every 
one with his fellow, which is foreagainst him in his stall. 

Fore-age: see Forz- pref. 4. 

+ Fo:re-alle'ged, 2//. a. Obs. [f. Forn- 
pref.+ ALLEGED.] Previously alleged or quoted. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay iv. 47 The forealledged Oracles. 
1610 Hrarry St. Aug. Citie of God 1. xxvi. (1620) 30 It must 
needs be that which is fore-alledged. 170r Norris /dea? 
World i. iii, (1704) 154 The fore-alledged instance. 

Fore-alley, -allot: see Forn- pref. 2 a, 5. 

Fore and aft, adv., a., and sb. Naut. 

A. adv, 

1. Of position: In or at both bow and stem; 
hence, along the length of or all over the ship. 

1627 Cart. SMITH Seaman's Gram. xiii. 61 A health to 
you all fore and aft. 1743 Burketey & Cummins Voy. S. 
Seas 9 My Rigging is all gone, and broke fore and aft. 
1793 SMEATON Edystone L, § 123 Her deck raised, and laid 
flush fore and aft. 1822 G. W. Mansy Voy. Greenland 
(1823) 63 And the bulwark, fore and aft, was washed away. 
1835 Marryat P2rate vii, Awnings were spread fore and 
aft to protect the crew from the rays of the sun. 

2. Of motion or direction: Alternately towards 
the bow and stern, backwards and forwards. 

1726 SHELVocKE Voy. round World (1757) 406 So incom- 
moded by them, that we could hardly move, fore and aft, 
through the throng of them [Indians]. 1840 R. H. Dana 
Bef. Mast xxiii. 73 To walk fore and aft in the waist. 1865 
Livincstone Zamiéesi vi. 151 Every night they [rats] went 
fore and aft rousing with impartial feet every sleeper. 

3. From stem to stern, lengthwise. 

@1618 [see Arr 2c]. 1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4543/2 He.. 
raked her fore and aft with his Cannon. 1823 J. Bapcock 
Dom. Amusem. 208 The pontons should be..sharpish fore 
and aft. 1867 Smyru Sailor's Word-bk., Fore and aft .. 
also implies in a line with the keel. 


B. adj. (usu. with hyphens). Placed or directed 


FORE-AND-AFTER. 


in the line of the vessel’s length. Of sails (see 
quot. 1867); hence, of a vessel rigged with such 
sails. Also Comb. fore-and-aft rigged ppl. adj. 
1820 ScoresBy Acc, Arctic Reg. 11. 197 note, I have con- 
fined the term. . gaff sails to the fore and aft sails. 1834 M. 
Scorr Cruise Midge (1859) 329 A large fore-and-aft rigged 
vessel. 1856 Harmer's Mag. Nov. 426 The Dean Richmond 
is a fore-and-aft schooner of 380 tons register. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fore-and-aft sails, jibs, staysails, and 
affsails ; in fact, all sails which are not set to yards. 1878 
Fee ArT 2c]. 1879 Tuomson & Tait Wat. Phil. 1.1. § 325 
* Fore-and-aft’ rig is any rig in which..the chief sails come 
into the plane of mast or masts and keel, by the action of 
the wind upon the sails when the vessel’s head is to wind. 


C. sd. ?A cap with peaks both before and 


behind. 


1888 Harper's Mag. Sept. 494 Women in jockey caps and 
fore-and-afts, 

Fo:re-and-a‘fter. [f prec. + -ER1.] a. A 
‘fore and aft’ schooner. b. (see quot. 1867.) 

1823 J. F. Cooper Proneer xv. (1869) 66, I went a few 
trips in a fore-and-after. 1867 SmyrH Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
Fore-and-after, a cocked hat worn with the peak in front 
instead of athwart. 

Fore-anent: see ForNENT. 

Fo:re-annou'nce, v. [f. Forse- gref + An- 
NOUNCE.] ¢rans. To announce beforehand. 

1846 Trencu JZirac. (1889) 453 [God] might have used 
Caiaphas to fore-announce other truths of his Kingdom. 
1860 Pusry MWZin. Proph. 5 After foreannouncing the 
miseries at the destruction of Samaria. 

Hence Fore-annou'nced /f/. a.; Fore-an- 
nowncing vi/. sb. Also Fore-annou‘ncement, 


a notification or declaration beforehand. 

1864 Pusey Lect. Daniel vi. 355 His foreannounced justice, 
Ibid, vy, 236 The fore-announcing of our Lord’s coming. 
1864 — David 626 A foreannouncement of events. 

Fore-answer : sce Forn- gréf. 2 a. 

Fo:re-appoiut, v. arch. [f. Forn- prefi+ 
Appornt.] ¢rans. To appoint beforehand. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. u. 148 Whosoeuer .. hope 
to knowe more of Christ than god hath foreapointed them 
by his secret decree. 1637-30 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 485 
To dissolve the meeting of the Councill that day, albeit it 
was fore-appoynted for answering the subjects petitions. 
1726-31 TinpaL Rapin'’s Hist. Eng. (1743) I]. xvu. 126 
Days and Places which you..shall thereunto fore-appoint. 
1836 J. Gitpert Chr. A toner. iii. (1852) 62 So steadily had 
this purpose been entertained, and so clearly this event 
foreappointed that, [etc.]. 1886 J. Payne Decameron I. 33 
The place fore-appointed of them. 

Hence Fore-appoi'nted Z//.a.; Fore-appoint- 
ing v0/. sb. and pp/.a. Also Fore-appoi‘ntment, 
previous appointment, preordination. 

1577 tr. Bullinger's Decades (1592) 643 The ende of pre- 
destination or foreappointment is Christ. 1580 SIDNEY 
Arcadia (1622) 413 Her fore-appointed end. 1589 GREENE 
Tullie’s Loue Wks. (Grosart) VII. 189 The aspectes of the 
fore-appointing stars. 1654 Trapp Com. ¥ob xvi. 11 The 
foreappointed affliction. 1656 — Cov. Gal. iv. 9 [God's] 
gracious fore-knowing and fore-appointing of us to eternal 
life. 1677 Have Contempl. u, Lord’s Prayer 105 By the 
determinate Counsel and Fore-appointment of God. 1833 
Kesce Seri. vii. (1848) 166 The fore-appointed safeguard 
of the integrity of our Lord’s holy sacraments. 

Forearm (f0er,a1m), sd. [f. Forn- pref + ARM 
sb.| The part of the arm between the elbow and 
the wrist; sometimes the whole arm below the 
elbow. Also, the corresponding part in the fore- 
legs of quadrupeds, or in the wings of birds. 

1741 Monro Anat. Bones (ed. 3) 251 The fore-arm consists 
of two long Bones, the U/na and Radius. 1758 J.S. Le 
Dyran's Observ. Surg. (1771) 156 The Swelling upon the.. 
Fore-Arm increased. 1835-6 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1. 294/2 
Birds in general possess two flexors..of the fore-arm. 1843 
Betuune Sc. Fireside Stor. 128 In such a manner as to 
leave the whole of the fore-arm bare. 1856 Kane Avrct. 
Expl, I. xxix. 388 She tore down by single efforts of her 
forearms the barrels of frozen beef. 1880 HaucuTon Phys. 
Geog. vi. 283 The bones of the forearm and leg. 

orearm (foera-m), v. [f. Fore- pref. + 
ARM v.] trans. To arm beforehand; /z¢. and fig. 

1592 GREENE Disc. Coosnage 11. 1 Forewarned, forearmed. 
1682 DrypENn JZedal 68 Who helps a pow’rful Friend, fore- 
arms a Foe. 1768-74 Tucker Zt. Nat. (1852) Il. 429 
Knowing that forewarned is forearmed. 1862 GouLBURN 
Pers. Relig. 11. iv. (1873) 190 We are forearmed against 
surprises. 

Fore-axle: see Forn- pref. 3. 

+ Fo:ve-ba‘ckwardly, adv. Obs. rare—". [f. 
Fore adv. + BACKWARD +-LY ~.] Beginning at the 
wrong end, preposterously. 

1581 Sipney AZol. Poetrie (Arb.) 62 Exercise indeede 
wee doe, but that, very fore-backwardly: for where we 
should exercise to know, wee exercise as hauing knowne. 

Fore-balance, -bald: see Forz- pref. 2 a. 

+ Forve-ball. dia/. Obs. (See quot.) 

1602 Carew Cornwall 74a, The Hurlers are bound to the 
obseruation of many lawes, as..that he must deale no 
Fore-ball, viz. he may not throw it to any of his mates 
standing neerer the goale, then himselfe. 

Fore-bay (foo1bé). [f. Fore- pref. + Bay 50.3] 
a. Maut. b. Hydraulics. (see quots.) 

1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Fore-bay .. the galley or 
sick-bay. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., Horebay, a reservoir 
or conductor between a mill-race and a waterwheel. The 
discharging end of a head or mill-race. 

Fore-beak, -beam, -being: see Forz- pref. 

+ Forre-bell. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. + Butt,] 
The first of a peal of bells, 
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1484 Churchw. Acc. Wigto/t, nr. Boston (Nichols 1797) 79 
For shotyng of an irren bolte to the forbell whele. 1529 
Churchw. Acc. St. Giles Reading 37 Iron werk for the fore 
bell. 1546 Ladlow Churchw, Acc. (Camden) 26 Pesynge of 
the for belle rope. 180 Srrutr Sports & Past. ut. v. § 18. 
171 These [morris-dancers’] bells were of unequal sizes and 
differently denominated, as the fore bell, the second bell, 
the treble, the tenor or great bell. 

Fore-bemoan, -bespeak, -bias: see Fore-. 

+ Forre-bit. Ods. [f. Forn adv. + dit, Birren.] 
= DEVIL’S-BIT 1. 

1597 GerarDE Herbal 11. ccxxxvii. 587 It is commonly 
called Aforsus Diaboli or Diuels bit, of the root (as it 
seemeth) that is bitten off..in French Alors du Diable ..in 
English Diuels bit, and Fore-bit. 161z Coter., Mors du 
diable,sthe hearbe Forebit, or Diuels bit. 


Forebi-tten, 4//. a. Obs. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Birren.] Bitten in front; only in Forebitten more 
= FOREBIT. 

1597 GERARDE Herbal App., Forebitten More is Diuels bit. 

Fore-bless,-blind,-board, etc.:see Forn- pref. 

Forebode (fovrbod), v. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Bove v.] 

1. trans. To announce beforehand, predict, prog- 


nosticate, 

1664 BurLer Hd. 11. iii. 172 Do not our great Reformers 
use This Sidrophel to fore-boad News. 1709 STEELE Vatler 
No. 30 P 5 To Morrow will be a Day of Battle, and some- 
thing forebodes in my Breast that I shall fall in it. 1816 
J. Witson City of Plague ut.i, Then many heard..a voice 
foreboding woe. 1879 Dixon Windsor I. xxvi, 265 Old men 
foreboded evil days to come. 

b. Of things: To betoken, portend. 

1656 CowLey Pindaric Odes, Isa. xxxtv. v, Though no new 
Ills can be foreboded there, 1718 Yreethinker No. 62 P7 
Palpitations of the Heart .. foreboded the Infidelity of a 
Friend. 1780 Cowrer Progr. Err. 604 Long flights forebode 
a fall. 1868 E. Epwarps Raleigh 1. xiii. 254 The Earl’s 
administration of Irish affairs foreboded at its outset the 
issue. 

2. To feel a secret premonition of, have a pre- 
sentiment of (zsza/ly evil) ; to anticipate, to appre- 
hend beforehand. Const. szmple 0b7. or sabord. cl. 

1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1621) 235 You see the dangers 
and injuries I indure in this my journy, and my minde for- 
bodeth greater to ensue. 1677 Hornecx Gt. Law Consid. 
vy. (1704) 271 An evil conscience, which foreboded an all- 
revenging arm. 17253 Pore Odyss. 1x. 248 My soul fore- 
boded I should find the bower Of some fell monster, 1793 
Lp. SHEFFIELD in Ld. Aucklana’s Corr. (1862) III. 118, L 
foreboded mischief the moment I heard of its division. 1848 
Dickens Dombey 341 Stragglers .. foreboding that their 
misery there would be but as a drop of water in the sea. 
1895 M. CorEtii Sorrows Sata 321 Neither to regret the 
past nor forbode the future. 

b. zntr. or absol. To conjecture, forecast. 

171x Appison Sect. No. 7 P 4 One of these Antiquated 
Sibyls, that forebodes and prophesies from one end of the 
Year to the other. 1782 Cowrer G7/piz 166 And if I well 
forebode, My hat and wig will soon be here. 1850 Haw- 
THORNE Scarlet L. x. (1892) 161 There can be, if I forebode 
aright, no power short of the Divine mercy, to disclose[etc.]. 

Hence Forebo'ded £f/.a. Also + Forebode sv., 


Forebo‘dement, a foreboding. 

a1679 T. Goopwin Wks. II. 1v. 72 There is upon many 
forebodes..one great Fate to come upon the Churches of 
Christ. 1755 JoHNnson, Presagement, forebodement, pre- 
sension. 1853 M. Arnotp Poems, World's Triumphs, 
Thy foreboded homage. 1860 ApLER Fauvriel’s Prov. 
Poetry xi. 234 He was wont to tremble at every fore- 
bodement. 


+Forebo'den, A//. a. Obs. rare. [Forn- pref. 
+ boden pa. pple. of dede Bip v.] Presented be- 


forehand. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 25 b, It was taken at first for a 
forboden token. 

Foreboder (foerbdwda1). [f. ForEBopr v. + 
-ER +.] One who or that which forebodes ; +a prog- 


nosticator. 

1687 R. L’Estrance Answ. Diss. 43 These Fore-boders, 
are..the most Pernicious of Wizzards. 1782 Burns Song, 
O why the deuce should I repine, And be an ill foreboder. 
1805 Worpsw. Waggoner 1. 130 This explanation .. Cured 
the foreboder like a charm. 1876 Bancrorr Hist. U. S. 
IV. xxxiv. 568 Merchants..who feared a war as the fore- 
boder of their own bankruptcy. 

Foreboding (foerbdw'din), v2. sb, [f. Fors- 
BODE v. + -ING L.] 

1. The action of the vb. FoREBODE ; hence, a pre- 
diction, presage. (Now only of evil.) 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 401 As so as it was bya 
forbledynge [v.r7. for bedynge, forbodyng] he hadde pat 
name Seneca. 1618 Botton /Vorus iv. xil. 320 Marcus 
Crassus. .tooke the word as a faire foreboding. 1838 THirL- 
WALL Greece IV. xxxiv. 357 By which the forebodings of 
Socrates were realised. 1860 T'yNDALL Glac. I. li.12 Heed- 
less of the forebodings of many prophets of evil weather. 

b. A portent, omen. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 351 Pis Remigius 
semede ny3 a wonder forbeddynge [v.v7. forbodyng, vor- 
bodyng]. x692 R. L’Estrance /addes clxxviii. moral 149 
The Fancy of Omens, Forebodings, Old Wives Tales and 
Visions. 1871 Patcrave Lyr. Poems 28 Great Ossa .. lay 
Like the foreboding of a coming woe. 

2. A presentiment of something to happen, es/. 


of approaching or overhanging evil. 

1603 Knotres Hist, Turks (1621) 186, I say no more for 
griefe, and foreboding of euill fortune. 1799 SHERIDAN 
Pizarro 1, iii, 1..cannot fly from the foreboding which 
oppresses me. 1883 S.C. Hatt Retrospect I. 149 She had 
a foreboding of early death. 











FORECALL. 


Foreboding (fosrbdu'din), Af7.a. [f. as prec. 
+-1NG*.] That forebodes, in senses of the vb. 

1679 EverarD Pofpish Plot 7 By a fore-boding guilt they 
knew perfectly.. 1 had grounds enough wherewith to accuse 
them, 1795 Burke 7%. Scarcity Wks. 1842 II. 257, I can 
never quote France without a foreboding sigh. 1860 Pusry 
Min. Proph. 486 That he by a foreboding name should be 
called Haggai, i. e. ‘festive’. 

Hence Forebo'dingly adv.; Forebo'dingness. 

180r Coteripce LeZ/,in Mrs, Sandford 7. Poole § Friends 
(1888) II. 48 My gloom and forebodingness respecting 
pecuniary affairs. 1823 Vew Monthly Mag. VIII. 284 He 
gave me a squeeze of the hand, which was forebodingly 
forcible. 1857 W. Cortins Dead Secret ut. ii. (1861) 79 
Her head shaking forebodingly from time to time. 

Fore-body (foeibp:di).  [f. Forn- pref] 

+1. The front part of a dress. Ods. 

1611 Corer. s.v. “Robert, A Doublet whose forebodie is 
fine stuffe, and the backe parts course. 1691 /slington IWells 
to The Lady by her Manteaus Forebody, Sure takes a Pride 
to Dress like no Body. 

2. Naut. (See quots.) 

1830 Hepperwick Marine Archit. 113 Fore-body, every 
part of the hull before .. the dead-flat frame. 1867 SmyruH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fore-body, an imaginary figure of that 
part of the ship afore the midships or dead-flat, as seen from 
ahead. 1883 Fortn. Rev. x Sept. 324 Thus making the 
afterbody longer and finer than the forebody. 


+ Forrebow |. Ods. exc. dial. Also 6 fore- 
bough, 7 -boothe. [f. Fore- pref. + BoucH sd. 
(sense 1), Bow s.3] a. In g/. The shoulders of a 
quadruped, as seen from the front; the breast. b. 


The beak or prow of a ship. 

1569 Stocker tr. Dod. Sic, 11. viii. 115 It is difficile and 
harde to laye abord about the beake or forebough of a 
Gallie. 1610 Markxuam JZasterZ. 1. lii. 110 Bathe all his 
breast and foreboothes with the oyle of Peter. 1614 — 
Cheap Husb. (1623) 86 His dew-lap extending from his 
neather lip downe to his fore-boothes. 1714 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 5253/4 Strayed .. a Black Mare .. a small White Spot 
between her Forebows. 1828 Craven Dial., Forbows, the 
breast of an animal. 

+ Fo'rebow2. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. + Bow 
0,1] The arched frame in the front ofa saddle. (Cf, 


Fr. arcon.) 

1725 BrapLey Fane. Dict. s.v. Saddle, The Toes or Points 
of the Saddle’s Fore-bow press too much the Horse's Side. 
1835 Bootn Analyt. Dict. 296 The Saddle has a round knob 
on the fore-part or Fore-bow, called the Pommel. 

Fore-bowels, -bowline, etc.: see Foru- pref. 


Fo'rebreast. [OEF. forédréost (rendering L. 
precordia),{. For- 2, Fore- pref. + bréost, BREAST. ] 

1. Sc. The fore part of anything. 

¢1470 Henry Wadlace vi. 1189 At the forbreist thai prewit 
hardely. 1825-80 Jamirson, Fore-breast..as the fore-breast 
o’ the laft, the front-seat of the gallery in a church. 1871 
W. ALEXANDER Yohuny Gibd i. (1873) 13 And then, mount- 
ing the ‘forebreist ° [of a cart] himself, started again. 

attrib. 1313 Douctas Aineis x1. xv. 19 The forbreist lappis. 

2. Mining. (See quot.) = FORFIELD. 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict., Forebrest, Forfield or Fore- 
head. Those are all the same but the most Antient Name 
amongst the Old Miners is Forfield ; and it is always that 
Quantity of Wholes which he takes in his compass before 
him, as he cuts his way be it more or less. 1880 C.C 
Avtey in Rep. Pioneer Mining Co. 2 Oct. 1 The rock in the 
forebreast of the level has become very hard. 

Forebroads (foe1brddz). Sc. [f. Foru- pref, ; 
cf. Icel. droddr ‘milk of cows immediately after 
calving’ (Vigf.).] = BEESTINGS. 

1811 W. Aiton Agric. Surv. Ayrsh. 443(Jam.) The young 
calves are fed on the milk, first drawn, locally termed fore- 
broads. 1842 J. Airon Clerical Economics iv. 173 The milk 
first drawn from the cow, locally termed the forebroads. 

+ Forebudding. ? =Forxsopy 2. 

181x Chron. in Ann. Reg.96/z She[a fishing smack] drifted 
down on a boat a-head of her and took the point of her boom 
into her forebuddings. 

Foreburden, corrupt var. of FABURDEN. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor, 476 The foreburthen of 
their canticle was this. 


+Forebuy‘er. Os. [f. Forn- ref + Buyzr.] 
One who buys at first hand to sell again, a whole- 


sale buyer. 

1558 dlerch, Adv. Newcastle (Surtees) 88 Woll and 
skynnes, bought of any glovers or forebyers. 1559 /did. 
48 An acte concernyng the byeng of wooll..of for-byers. . 
Men that byesit of other men that growes it, callyde forbyers. 
1597 SKENE De Verb, Sign. s.v. Regrateris, ‘That they 
are fore-byars of quheate, beare, aites [etc.]. 

Fore-bush, -buttock: see Forn- pref. 5. 

Fore-cabin. [f. Fors- gref + Capin.] A 
cabin in the forepart of the vessel; sfec. one for 
second-class passengers in which the accommoda- 


tion is inferior to that in the saloon. ; 

1816 Gentl. Mag. LXXXVI. 1. 102 The fore-cabin made 
close, and a hatchway so as to keep out the water. 1833 
Marryar P. Simple (1863) 61 The cashier, with his chest of 
money..was shown into the fore-cabin. 1877 W. THomson 
Voy. Challenger 1. i. 11 The fore-cabin, a handsome room 
30 ft. long by 12 wide. 

Foreca‘ll, v. [f. Forn- pref. + Catt v.J trans. 
To call or ordain beforehand. (In first quot. perh. 
for *forcall = Forspxrak, to bewitch.) 

cx16s0 Suppl. to Vicary’s Anat. 113 If a man be fore- 
called, doe this nine dayes, and hee shall be whole. 1667 
WatERHOUSE Fire Lond. 61 He predisposes and forecalls 
severalties to their Randezvous. 1880 L. A. TorLeMAcHE in 
Frnl. Educ. Oct. 225 Cats were his Cardinals made..Each 
forecalled by the name of an unborn Cynic apostle, 


FORE-CARRIAGE. 


Fo're-carriage. [f. Forn- pref. + CaRriace.] 
+ a. Carriage forward or out from home; opp. to 
back-carvriage. . The front part of the framework 
of a carriage, esp. the front axle and fore-wheels. 

1549 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 349 Shod wheles for 
fore cariages. 1677 YarrRanton Eng. J/mfprov. 118 All 
things would be fitted for fore and back carriage. 1892 
Melbourne Age 31 Dec. 10/2 Waggonette for Sale, English 
forecarriage. 

Forecast (foe-1kast), 5d. [f. next vb.] 

1. a. The action, habit, or faculty of forecasting ; 
foresight of consequences and provision against 
them, forethought, prudence. Now rave. 

a31s41 Wyatt Poet. Wks. (1861) 183 The wisdom and fore- 
cast, Which woe to realms, when that the King doth lack ! 
1644 QuarLtes Barnabas & B. 243 Give me a wise fore- 
cast, that the subtlety of the devil may not entrap me. 
1754 RicHARDSON Grandisox (1781) I. vii. 109 He has inven- 
tion, forecast, and contrivance. 1831 CarLyLe Sart. Res. 
(1858) 177 The doctrine, which Swift, with the keen fore- 
cast of genius, dimly anticipated. 1838 Prescott Ferd. § 
Zs. (1846) ILI. xvi. 168 Evils which no forecast could 
avert. 5 e 

b. A forecasting or anticipation ; a conjectural 
estimate or account, based on present indications, 
of the course of events or state of things in the 


future, esp. with regard to the weather. 

@ 1673 Caryt in Spurgeon 7yreas. Dav. Ps. cvi. 7 What 
were these fearful forecasts .. but the overflowings of un- 
belief. 1822 Lamp Zéva Ser. 11. Confess. Drunkard, A fore- 
cast of the wearisome day that lies before me. 1862 777es 
12 Apr., Too little critical attention has been given to the ‘ wet 
or dry’ part of our forecasts. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets i. 
1o Is not the shield of Achilles .. a forecast of the future ? 

+ 2. a. Design, purpose,aim. b. A plan,scheme, 
or device made beforehand. Ods. 

&. 1549 CoveRDALE, etc. Erasm. Par. Yas. iv. 1-6 
To set theyr forcastes vpon muckryng vp of riches. 
c 1686-8 /nvinc. Pride Wom.in Roxb. Ball. (1890) VII. 21 
It is her forecast to contrive to rise about the hour of 
Noon. 

b. 1535 CoverDALE IW7sd. ix. 14 Oure forecastes are but 
vncertayne. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Selv. 162 That fore- 
cast or decree by the power of which the world was. 1754 
Ricwarpson Grazdison (ed. 7) VIII. 172 What an admirable 
forecast in my dearest life! A repast so elegant [etc.]. 

+3. A projection. Ods. 

1580 Hottysanp 7veas. Fr. Tong, Projects de maisons, 
when houses haue a little forecast or wall before the gate. 

Forecast (foorka'st), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. 
forecast, forecasted. [f. Forn- pref + Cast v.] 

1. zrvans. To contrive or scheme beforehand ; to 
arrange or plan before execution; to foreordain, 
predestine. 

1388 [see Forecastine vd/. sd.]. 1413 Pilger. Sowle (Cax- 
ton 1483) 111. iii. 52 For sothly his deth was fore cast but if 
he the better sawe to hym self. 15387 Gorpinc De Mornay 
xiii. (1617) 203 At the first sight the thing which was forecast 
by good order, seemeth to happen by adventure, 1678 tr. 
Gaya’s Art of War 1. 6 [He] to whom a Soveraign hath in- 
trusted the command of an Army, should well forecast his 
measures, before he go into the Field. 1751 G. West Educ. 
1.xlvili, He... warily forecasting to evade The giant’s furious 
arm, about him wheel’d. 1835 Tait’s Mag. II. 257 The 
advantageous part her ambition had forecasted. 1871 
Rosserri Poets, Ave 45 On some day forecast in Heaven. 

absol, 1578 BanisTER Hist. Man 1. 3 Since Nature. .need- 
fully forecasted, let vs see to what end and purpose, were 
these Processes ordeined. 1593 NasuHEe Christ's T. 79 b, 
They fore-cast for backe doores, to come in and out by vn- 
discouerd. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk §& Selv. 151 Fore-casting 
also for the young ones a coming. 

b. To consider or think of beforehand. 

1534 Wuitinton 72lyes Offices m1. (1540) 145 Who so euer 
wyll not forecast this, no fraude fro hym wyll be absent. 
1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 213 He forecast also 
what God he were best to call upon for aide. 1671 Mitton 
Sanson 254 Fore-casting in what place To set upon them. 

2. To estimate, conjecture, or imagine beforehand 
(the course of events or future condition of things). 
Sometimes with clazse as ob7. 

1494 FasyAn Chron. vu. 561 The whiche forecastyng y? 
great shedyng of Cristen mannys bloode..made such affec- 
tuouse labour, yt [etc.]. 1548 Hatt Chvou., Edw. IV \an. 8) 
211 Quene Margaret .. ever forcastyng and doubtyng, the 
chaunce that might happen. axz60z2 W. Perkins Cases 
Consc. (1619) 220 Ionah..fore-casted dangers in his calling. 
1731 Swirt Strephon § Chloe Misc. 1735 V. 42 A prudent 
Builder should forecast How long the Stuff is like to last. 
1762 FaLconer Shifwr. u. 613 No skill .. could forecast 
The .. approach of this destructive blast. 1845-6 TRENCH 
Huls. Lect. Ser. 1. vii. 113 How little..could friend or foe .. 
have forecast that out of it .. should unfold itself a poetry 
..greater..than any which the old world had seen. 1868 
G. Durr Pol. Surv. 134, 1 am..quite unable to forecast the 
future with regard to this matter. 

absol. a 1533 Lv. Berners Gold, Bk. M. Aurel. (1546)P, 
A shypmayster..forcasteth, and is in gret thought and feare 
of tempestes and stormes to come. 1627 Mitton Vac. 
Lxerc. 13 If it happen as I did forecast. 1633 G. HerBert 
Temple, Discharge xi, Hither grief will not come: or if it 
must, Do not forecast. a@1853 Ropertson Sevm. Ser. 11. 
(1872) ii. 24 The merchant, who forecasts, saves, denies him- 
self systematically through years to amass a fortune. 

3. (? from the sé.) To take a forecast of (the sky, 
weather) ; to exhibit a forecast of; to foreshadow. 

1883 Mrs. Rotuns Wew Eng. Bygones 94 They forecasted 
the sky, and planned the toils of the morrow. 1889 J. M. 
Rosertson Ess. towards Crit. Meth. 33 His .. explication 
of zsthetic impressions forecasts Diderot. 

Hence Forecasted f/f. a. 


1882 Nature XXVI. 552 A single communication of fore- 
casted weather. 
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Forecaster (foe1ka‘stoz). 
-ER!.] One who forecasts. 

1639 J. Crarke Paremiologia 252 A good forecaster is 
better than a bad worker. 1862 7%xes 12 Apr., The fore- 
casters of probable weather. 1870 Standard 13 Dec., The 
end of which the boldest forecaster of political events dare 
not venture to determine. 

+ Forecastful, a. Ods. [f. Forrcast sb. + 
-FUL.] Full of forecast, foresight, or forethought. 

1576 Newton Lewinie's Complex. (1633) 183 Neither by 
use, forecastfull, sharpe witted, nor crafty. 1594 CAREW 
Huarte’s Exam. Wits (1616) 204 It is necessarie that he hold 
a difference of imagination, fore-castfull, warie. 

Forecasting (foerka'stin), v2. sd. [f. ForRE- 
CAST v.+-ING1.] The action of the vb. Forcast. 

1388 Wyciir 30d xxxiv.27 Whiche 3eden awei fro hym bi 
castyng afore [z.~. fore castynge: Vulg. de izdustria]. a1529 
Sketton SZ. Parrot 457 So myche forcastyng. 1548 HALL 
Chron., Edw. /V \an. 11) 224 His besy divises, and pollitique 
forcastynges, 1829 CARLYLE JZisc. (1857) II. 86 The fore- 
casting of the most indubitable Seer. 1842 MAnninc Se77, 
(1848) I. xxiv. 350 All feelings, all cares, all forecastings. 

Forecasting (focska‘stin), A/.a. [f. as prec. 
+ -InG%.] That forecasts, in senses of the vb. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. IV (an. 1) 13 By his prudent 
and forecastyng councell. 1622 Bacon Hen. VZ/,5 Being.. 
not very apprehensiue or forecasting of future Euents. 1688 
Boye Final Causes Nat. Things iv. 166 A forecasting, as 
well as a designing, agent. 1807 Scorr Le?t¢. 15 May, Your 
Ladyship will..commend my early and fore-casting prudence 
in this matter. 1856 Lever J7artins of Cro’ MM. 296 Dreamy, 
projective and forecasting existence. 

Hence Foreca‘stingly adv. 

1848 Tuomas /tal. Gram. (1567), Prouidamente, wisely or 
forecastyngly. 1677 Mircr Ezg.-Fr. Dict., Forecastingly, 
avec prevoiance. 1860 All Year Round No. 39. 299 
Enmities had to be forecastingly provided against. 

Fo'recastle. Also written fo’e’sle, after 
sailors’ pronune. (fowks’l). [f. Forn-+ Caste. ] 

1. Naut. A short raised deck at the fore end of a 
vessel. In early use raised like a castle to command 
the enemy’s decks. Obs. exc. arch. or Hist. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 5657 The forcastels full of fuerse men 
of armys. @1533 Lp. Berners 70 xxiii. 440 The fore 
castell of whyght crystal. 1624 Carr. Smitu Vzrginia m1. 
vi. 62 Targets .. about the forepart of our Boat like a fore- 
castle. 1748 Anson's Voy. 1. iii. 29 The forecastle was 
manned with its customary watch. 180s in Nicolas Disp. 
Nelson (1846) VII. 203 zote, Her people still firing from her 
tops, forecastle and lower-deck. 1863 Loner. Wayside nn, 
Saga of Olaf x1x. vi, On the forecastle Ulfthe Red watched 
the lashing of the Ships. ; 

2. The fore part of a ship (see quots. 1704, 1867). 
To vide forecastle in, i.e. with bows under. 

1490 Caxton Exeydos xxxi. 116 Theyr chyeff maryner 
. .was halfe a slepe vpon the forcastell. @ 1829 SKELTON Col. 
Cloute 1253 The forecastell of my shyp Shall glyde, and 
smothely slyp Out of the waves wod Of the stormy flod. 
a1661 Horypay Fzvenal 232 Sometimes the one end, as 
the fore-castle, sometimes the other, as the sterne. 1704 
J. Harris Lex. Techn., Fore-castle of a Ship is that part 
where the Fore-Mast stands, and ’tis divided from the rest 
of the Floor by a Bulk-head ; that part of the Fore-castle 
which is aloft, and not in the Hold, is called the Prow. 
1719 Dr For Crusoe 1. 9 Our Ship rid Forecastle in. 1794 
Ne son 26 Oct. in Nicolas D7sf. (1845) I. 499 We are riding 
forecastle in. 1867 SmytuH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Forecastle.. 
is now applied in men-of-war to that part of the upper deck 
forward of the after-shroud. 

3. In merchant vessels, the forward part of the 
vessel, under the deck, where the sailors live. 

1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast ix. 1g No man can .. know 
what sailors are, unless he has lived in the forecastle with 
them. 1888 W. C. Russet Death Ship I. xviii. 251 A ship 
of which there were a thousand stories afloat in every fore- 
castle throughout the world. 

4. attrib. and Comb. Chiefly attributive (of or 
pertaining tothe forecastle), as forecastle-deck, 
-hatch, -joke, -netting, -rail, -song, -yarn; also 
forecastle-man, a sailor stationed on the fore- 
castle. 

1726 SHELVoCKE Voy. round World (1757) 229 The *fore- 
castle conversation. 1851 H. Metvitte Whalei. 5 The.. 
pure air of the *forecastle deck. 1869 C. Gippon 2. Gray 
vi, He laid down near the *forecastle hatch. 1867 SmyrH 
Sailor's Word-bk., * Forecastle-jokes, practical tricks played 
upon greenhorns. 1804 Naval Chron. X11. 246 Except the 
*Forecastlemen. 1823 J. F. Cooper Pioneer xx, He handles 
an axe much the same as a forecastleman his marlin-spike. 
1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., *Forecastle-nettings. Lbid., 
* Forecastle-vail, the rail extended on stanchions across the 
after-part of the forecastle-deck in some ships. 1856 Kane 
Arct. Expl. 11. xxiv. 243 Their old *forecastle songs. 1873 
[T. E. Brown] (title), Betsy Lee : a *fo’c’s'le yarn. 

Fore-catching, -chains, -chamber: see 
ForE- 2 ¢@, 3 a, d. 

+ Fo're-chase. és. 
sb.1] 

1. A chase, hunt, or rush forwards. 

¢161r CHarman /Ziad xvi. 637. Not a man sustain’d The 
forechace, nor the after-fight. 

2. The bow chase-guns of a ship. 

1726 SHELVocKE Voy. round World (1757) 202 Plying us 
with his forechase. 1745 P. Tuomas Frnd. Anson's Voy. 281 
We. .began the Engagement with our Fore-chace. 

+ Forechoo'se, v. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. + 
CHOOSE v.] trans. To choose beforehand, pre-elect. 

@ 1400 Prymer (1891) 27 God ches hyre and forches hire, 
And he maketh hire dwelle in his tabernacle. ¢x400 
Maunpev. (1839) xii. 132 Sche was forchosen from the 
begynnynge of the World. 1553 Short Catech. 38a, We 
are forechosen. .to euerlasting lyfe. 


[f. Forrcasr v. + 


[f. ForE- pref. + CHASE 














FORECLOSE. 


Hence Forecho'sen ///. a.; Forechoo'sing vé/. 


sb., the action of the vb. 

1577-87 HotinsHeD Chron. III. 1054/1 Not vnderstanding 
God..and how through all dangers he saueth his forechosen. 
1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 109 Without framing out of her 
owne will the fore-chosing of any thing. 

Fo:re-ci'ted, ff/. a. [f. Forn- pref. + Crren.] 
Previously cited. 

1576 Freminc Panofl. Epist. 194 The forecited young 
men. 1674 ALLEN Dang. Enthus. 49 ‘The Prophesie fore- 
cited. 1736 Pore Dunc. 1. note, Vhe forecited critic. 1875 
E. Wuitre Life in Christ u. xv. (1878) 174 The fore-cited 
passages. 

Fore-claw: see ForrE- fref.! 3 c. 

Foreclosable (foeaklowzab’l), a. [f. Forn- 
CLOSE U.“ + -ABLE.] That may be foreclosed. 

1890 Harper's Mag. June 154/2 A highly foreclosable 
mortgage in stock. 1892 Watzonx (N. Y.) x Dec. 407/2 We 
continue to regard railroad bonds as foreclosable. 

Foreclose (foe1klow-z),v. Forms: 3-6 foreclose, 
6 Sc. foirclois, 6- foreclose. [f. forclos-, stem of 
Sorclore, f. for-, For- prefs + clore to CLOSE. 
Some of the senses may have originated from or 
have been influenced by the identification of the 
prefix with For-1 (cf. OE. forclysan to close, stop 
up), or with For- 2, Forr- (cf. preclaude).] 

Ll. trans. To bar, exclude, shut out completely. 

[1292 Britton vi. ii. § 8 Les plus proscheins heirs, qi par 
les feffours en sount forclos.] 1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) 
I, xxi. (1859) 21 Thenne am I nought forclosyd oute of this 
court [orig. forclos dongues ne suits ie pas|. ¢148g CAXTON 
Sonnes of Aynion xii. 289 He forclosed me fro all my kyns- 
men. 1563 Jirr. Mag., Ld, Hastings xvii, Greenish 
waues and heauie lowring skies All comfort else forclosed 
our exiled eies, 1581 J. Bern Haddon's Answ. Osor. 314), 
{They] ought not deteigne, and foreclose other men from the 
knowledge of Holy Scripture. 1732 Neav Hist. Purit. 1. 
229 The Puritans being thus foreclosed and shut out of the 
Church. 1850 Brackie A@schylus II. 125 My flight to 
foreclose from the chase of my foes! 1883 L. O. Pike 
Yearbks. 11 & 12 Edw. II, Pref. 24 The certificate of the 
bishop..would be a sufficient answer to foreclose her should 
she bring a writ of dower, 

+b. To bar or stop up (one’s) passage. Obs. 
c12z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 303/143 Pe se for-closede hire sone. 

+ 2. To close fast, close or stop up, block up (an 
opening, way, etc.) Obs. 

1547 Hatt Chron., Hen. VIT, 43a, All by waies beyng 
stopped and forclosed. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Just. 11. 
106 The entrie vnto it is forclosed and impossible to be 
come to. 1600 Hottanp Livy vu. xxiv. (1609) 298 The 
continuall raines..had foreclosed and stopped the passages. 
1655 CattHrop Reports (1670) 158 If any common way or 
common course of water be foreclosed or letted. 1751 J. 
Brown Sha/ftesb. Charac. 178 Every avenue is foreclosed, 
by which virtue should enter. 

3. To preclude, hinder, or prohibit (a person) 
Jrom (an action) or ¢o do something ; to hinder the 
action, working, or activity of. 

1536 Act 28 Hen. VIII, c. 7 §6 Children borne..vnder 
the same mariage. .shall be. . vtterly forclosed, excluded and 
barred to claime..as laufull heyre. 1602 Carew Cornwall 
19 b, The Imbargo with Spaine.. foreclosed this trade. 
Zbid. 112b, Foreclosing all others, saue themselves, from 
dredging of Oysters. 1648 PryNNE Plea for Lords 36 This 
Protestation did not foreclose the Lords .. to give Judge- 
ment against Commoners. 1681 Lutrret, BriefK Rel. 
(1857) I. 145 He had obtained his liberty on bail..but..the 
court had since .. found there was an impeachment against 
him ., and therefore their hands being foreclosed, they dis- 
charged his bail. 1705 StannorEe Paraphr. 1. 187 [He] had 
thereby .. foreclosed himself from remitting the Guilt and 
Punishment. 1720 WaTERLAND Azsw. Whitby’s Reply § 14 
You resolve..to make a show of saying something, though 
you find yourself already foreclosed. 1732 BERKELEY Serv, 
Soc. Prop. Gosp. Wks. III. 245 A mind not hardened by 
impenitency, nor foreclosed by pride. 1796 CoLeripGE Ode 
x ec Year i, Ere yet the enter’d cloud foreclosed my 
sight. 

b. To debar from the enjoyment of. 

1865 Nicuots Sritton Il. 31 We will that the lords be 
foreclosed of such homage. 1876 Lowett Poet. Wks. (1879) 
470 Are we.. Foreclosed of Beauty by our modern date? 

e. To preclude or prevent (an action or event). 

1546 in St. Papers Hen. VIII (1852) XI. v. 121 Consydre 
..wheder forclosing of victailling shalbe expedyent. 1813 
Scorr Rokeby vi. 17 Nor hope discovery to foreclose By 
giving me to feed the crows. 

4. Law of Mortgage. To bar or exclude (the per- 
son entitled to redeem) upon non-payment of money 
due; to deprive of the equity of redemption. Const. 

JSrom ; also with double 047. 

1728 Vernon (ef. II. 235 The first Mortgagee brought a 
Bill against the second, to compel him to redeem or to be 
foreclosed, and foreclosed him accordingly. 1734 Act Geo. 
IT, c. 20 § 1 Mortgagees frequently. .commence Suits in his 
Majesty’s Courts of Equity, to foreclose their Mortgagors 
from redeeming their Estates. 1844 WiLtiAMs Read Prop. 
(1877) 428 He may be foreclosed his equity of redemption. 

b. To bar (a right of redemption) ; to take away 
the power of redeeming (a mortgage). 

1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4057/4 The Equity of Redemption is 
foreclosed on certain Mortgages. 1824 W. Irvine 7. Trav. 
(1849) 390 Tom Walker never returned to foreclose the 
mortgage. 

5. To close beforehand; to answer or settle by 
anticipation, 

1722 De For Moll Flanders (1840) 80 He had foreclosed 
all manner of objection. 1849 Yait’s Mag. XVI. 399/2 
Warburton has confessed that Charles was a despot, and 
has thereby foreclosed his case. 1865 Grote Plato I, vi. 
254 Points already settled and foreclosed. 


FORECLOSURE. 


6. To establish an exclusive claim to. 

1599 Daniet AZusophilus cxxxi, That immense and bound- 
less ocean Of Nature's riches, never yet found out, Nor 
foreclosed with the wit of any man. 1817 CoLtrrince Biog. 
Lit, I. xi. 228 Instead of being foreclosed and immovable, 
it [church property] is in fact the only species of landed 
property that is essentially moving and circulative. 1838 
Emerson Addr., Cambridge (Mass.) Wks. (Bohn) II. 195 
And finding not names and places..but even virtue and 
truth foreclosed and monopolized. 

Hence Foreclo‘sed /f/. a. ; Foreclo'sing v0/. sb. 

15394 Carew Tasso (1881) 23 Passages forclosde wide ope 
to make. 1598 Sir T. Norreys in Lismore Papers Ser. u. 
(1887) I. 15 ‘he Tenants to haue the forclosinge of there 
owen Tythes. 1883 Gd. Words 240 A foreclosed mortgage. 
1895 Daily News 6 June 5/4 There are 149 of such fore- 
closed estates to come under the hammer. 


Foreclosure (focsklouziur). [f. FoRECLOSE v. 
+ -URE.] The action of foreclosing (a mortgage) 
or depriving (a mortgagor) of the power of redeem- 
‘ing a mortgaged estate; a proceeding to bar the 
tight of redeeming mortgaged property. 

1728 VERNON Pep. II. 235 The Defendant pleaded the 
former suit and decree of foreclosure. 1818 Cruise Digest 
(ed. 2) II. 103 The decree of foreclosure was obtained by 
.-fraud. 1875 Le Fanu Willing to Die xxxiv. 202 Fore- 
closures, bills of exchange hovering threateningly in the air. 

transf. 1865 Daily Tel. 6 Nov. 5/4 The Arab..has been 
driven by foreclosure from the plains into the mountains. 

attrib, 1862 Macm. Mag. July 185 The advertisements. . 
are chiefly of patent medicines. .and foreclosure sales, 

Forecome, v. rare. [OE. for-, forecuman, 
f. For-2, Fore- pref. + cuman Come v. Chiefly used 
in imitation of L. prevenzre.] | a. intr. To come 
before the usual time; to come early (obs.—1). b. 
trans. To come before, anticipate (rave). +e. To 
gain the advantage of, overcome (0s.). 

egoo tr. Beda’s Hist. wv. xxvi. [xxv]. (1891) 350 Pzette bu 
seo forecumende Drihtnes onsyne [orig. prevoccupando Dei 
Saciem| in andetnisse. ¢1000 Ags, Ps. xvi[i]. 14[13] (Spel- 
man), Aris, Drihten, forcum hi. @1300 2. Z£. Psalter ibid., 
Ris up, Laverd, for-come him swa, /é7d. cxviii. [cxix.] 147, 
I for-come in ripenes, and made crie. c1300 Cursor MM. 
10068 (Cott.) Quar-thoru be warlaw, wirid wight, For- 
cummen es and has tint his might. 1860 Pusey Mix. 
Proph. 513 We are forecome by the grace of God. 

Hence Foreco‘ming ppl. a@.; Foreco*mingness. 


1839 Battey Jesus (1848) 20/2 The..forecomingness of: 


things. 1860 Pusey 1777. Proph. 502 God’s forecoming love. 

Fore-commend, etc.: see Forn- pref. 

+Fore-conceit. Ods. [f. Forr- pref] A con- 
ception previously formed ; a preconception. 

1581 Sipney AZol. Poetrie (Arb.) 26 That Idea or fore- 
conceite of the work. a1600 Hooker Zecd. Pol. vu. (1617) 
472 A fore-conceit thus qualified. 1640 Be. RryNoLDES 
Passions x), 522 The Fore-conceipt of eternall blisse. 

+ Fo:re-concei'‘ted, f//. a. [f. Forn- pref] 
Conceived beforehand. (But the orig. has pozr- 


pensée.) 

159i SYLVESTER Dz Bartas i. i. 213 Some fantastick fore- 
conceited Plot. : 

+ Fo:reconcei've, v. Ols. [f. Foru- pref ] 
trans. To conceive beforehand, to preconceive. 

1553 GRIMALDE tr. Czcero’s Offices (1556) 31 b, The other 
proceedes of a greate witt, to fore conceiue in minde thinges 
tocomme. 1597 Bacon Cozlers Good § Evill (Arb.) 149 By 
expecting, or foreconceyuing, that [etc.]. 1628 Bp. Hatt tr. 
Rotomagensis Anon. Wks. 815 Which He .. hath forecon- 
ceiued in His certaine and vnchangeable decree. 1659 Tor- 
RIANO, Premeditére, to forethink, to fore-conceive in mind. 

Hence Fo:reconcei'ved f//. a. 

1561 T. Norton Calvzn’s Inst. 1. 175 The foundation 
hereof is a fore conceiued perswasion of the truthe of God. 
1600 FairFAx Zasso vil. lxxiii, But fore-conceiued griefes 
;-The ire still nourished. 1662 Granvitt Lax Orient. xi. 
(1682) 88 Their own fore-conceived notions. 

Fore-conclude, -course, etc.: see FORE- pref. 

Fore-court (foeskde1t). [f. Forn- pref. + 
Court sd.] The court or enclosed space in front 


of a building, the first or outer court. 

1835 CovERDALE Zzek, x. 5 The sounde of the Cherubins 
wynges was herde in tothe forecourte. 1668 Evetyn Diary 
14 Aug., A slip of ground..to enlarge my fore-court. 1814 
Scotr Wav. xv, Waverley repaired to the fore-court as it 
was called. 1865 ExizA Meteyarp Life Wedgwood I. 252 
The ivy-clad cottage, with its forecourt or garden standing 
to the front, the kilns and sheds behind. 1884 C. Marvin 
Centr. Asia 28 Through the crowded forecourt and bazaar. 

Jig. 1867 J. H. Srircine in fortn, Rev. Oct. 377 These 
to him (with Ontology, but only as fore-court) constituted 
Metaphysic. 

Fore-covert, -crop, etc.: see Forz- pref. 3, 5. 

+ Fore-currour. Os. rare—'. [f. Forn- 
pref. + currour, COURIER.] =AVANT-COURIER, 

1548 Upatt, etc., Lrasmus Par. Mark i. 9 John..played 
the forecurrour. 

Fore-dated, -day : see Forx- pref. 2 b, 4 a. 

Fore-dawn : see Fore adv. and prep. 8. 


+ Fo're-deck. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. + Duck sd.] 
The deck at the fore-part of a ship; the fore-part 


of the deck. 

1865 Gotpinc Ovid's Met. 11. (1593) 76 The god..out of 
the foredecke cast His eie upon the sea. 1653 H. Cocantr. 
Pinto’s Trav. xx. 73 Vhe remainder..retired in disorder 
towards the foredeck. x74 Carte “7st. Eng. I. 306 At 
the stern and on the foredeck. 

ig, 1637 GILLESPIE Exg. Pop. Cerem. Ep. B iij, Because 
the foredecke and hindecke of all our Opposites probations, 
doe resolve and rest finally into the Auctority of a Law. 


Fore-declare, -decree, -define: see Forz-. 
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+ Fo:redee'm, v. Ods. [f. Forn-+Derm.] 
A. vans. To form a judgement of beforehand ; to 
forecast, presage. Also zz¢7. with of. 

1542 Uva Erasm. Apoph. 288 b, To foredeme the wurste. 
1557 N. T. (Genev.) Acts xvi. 16 marg. note, Which [maid] 
could gesse and foredeeme of things past, present and to 
come. @ 1639 Spottiswoop //ist. Ch. Scot. v. (1677) 272 
Many did foredeem that he should not escape some mis- 
fortune. 1660 Plea Minist. Sequestration 6 Too truly 
foredeeming their own turbulent subsequent actions if they 
regain their power. 

2. To deem or account in advance. 

1612 WessterR White Devil 1. i, Laugh at your misery, as 
foredeeming you An idle meteor. 

Hence Foredee‘med /#/. a.; Foredee‘ming 
vbd. sb. 

1587 T. Hucues Mzsfort. Arthur tv. iii. (1828) 67 You 
frame a cause of long foredeemed doome. 1587 GoLpinc De 
Mornay Pref. 10 Foredeemings and fore-setled opinions. 
1610 HoLtanp Camden's Brit.1. 8 The deceitfull conjec- 
tures and foredeemings of one Merline. 


+ Forreden. Ods. Also 3 fareden. [repr. OE. 
*fareden, f. fd, Fon + réden condition: see-RED. 

The modern form would have been /oeved.] 

Foeship, enmity. 

¢1208 Lay. 4067 Cloten heo o-scuneden & his faredene 
for-howede. 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) App. G. 59 And Cloten 
hi for leten & his foredene for howede. «1300 Cursor AZ. 
895 (Cott.) Fra bis dai fareden [Gd¢¢. foredin] sal be, For- 
soth, bituix womman and be. 

Fore-denounced, -desk, etc. : see FoRE- pref. 

Forede'stine, v. [f. Forn- pref. + DEsTINEv.] 
trans. To destine beforehand, predestine. 

a1300 Cursor M. 417 (Cott.) He fordestend tuin creature 
to serue him in pat hali ture. /é7d. 25270 (Cott.) All pat 
pou has fordestind ar, to be kingrike of heuen blis. 1880 
W. Watson Prince's Quest (1892) 105 Our king foredestined 
from his mother’s womb. 

Forede'stiny. [f. Forz- ref + Destiny.] 
+a. A declaration of what is destined to happen, 
prediction (ods.). b. = DESTINY 4. 

1548 Hooper Declar. 10 Commandm. iv. Fj, These blind 
coniectures and foredestenis. 1871 Mortry Voltaire (1886) 
2 Invincible forces of grace, election and foredestiny. 


Foredoom (f6e°1,d7m), 5d. [f. Foru- pref. + 
Doom sé] A doom or judgement pronounced 


beforehand ; destiny. 

1863 SaAckvILLE /zduct. Mirr. Mag. \xiii, loves vn- 
mooved sentence and foredoome On Priam kyng. 1625 
K, Lone tr. Barclay’s Argenis u. xvii. 125 Kings Councels, 
and the gods fore-doome,.She knows. 1839 BaiLey /estus 
(1854) 346 An opening scene in Heaven, wherein The fore- 


doom of all things. .Is shewn. 
Foredoom (foe1dm), v. [f. Forn- pref. + 


Doom z.] 

1. trans. To doom beforehand: a. to condemn 
beforehand (¢o a destiny, or fo do something) ; 
b. to foreordain, predestine (a thing), 

a. 1608 SHaxs. Lear Vv, ili. 291 (Qo. 2) Your eldest daugh- 
ters haue fore-doom'd [Qo. 1 foredoome; /o/. foredone] 
themselues. 1647 May Hist. Parl. 1. ii. 23 Men.. fore- 
doomed by an Oracle toa bad fortune. 1715-20 Porr //iad 
Xvi. 545 Sons of gods, foredoom’d to death, Before proud 
Ilion. 1808 J. Bartow Colzmb, iv. 20 O hapless prelate !.. 
Foredoom’d with crimes a fruitless war to wage. 1855 H. 
Reep Lect. Eng. Hist. viii. 270 The ruthless judges, who 
had foredoomed her. 1878 Bosw. Smiru Carthage 150 
His efforts were, for the present foredoomed to failure. 

b. 1674 N. Farrrax Bulk § Selv. 162 Foredooming that 
which is to be, and is not, till so foredoom’d. 1712-4 Porr 
Rape Lock ut. 5 Here Britain’s statesmen oft the fall fore- 
doom Of foreign tyrants. 1814 SourHEy Roderick x1, A 
field... For bloody theatre of famous deeds Foredoom’d. 
1844 Mrs. Browninc Drama of Exile Poems 1850 I. 62 Had 
God foredoomed despair, He had not spoken hope. 

2. To determine beforehand as a doom; to fore- 


cast, foreshadow, presage. 

@1892 GREENE George a Greene Wks. (Rtldg.) 261/2 A 
wizer wizard never met you yet, Nor one that better could 
foredoom your fall. 1818 Keats Hvdym. 1. 252 Broad 
leaved fig trees even now foredoom Their ripen’d fruitage. 

Hence Foredoo‘med ///. a. Also Foredoo‘mer. 

1sgt Troub. Raigne K. Fohn u. (1611) 75 Disturbed 
thoughts, foredoomers of mine ill. 1700 DrypEN Pad. & 
Arcite 11. 636 As Fate foredoom’d, and all things tend .. 
to their appointed End. 1868 E. Epwarps Radezgh I. xxv. 
603 Yo face. .the perils of a foredoomed enterprise, 


Fo're-door. [f. Forn-Zvef+Door.] A door 
in the front of a building, a front-door. Now rave. 

s8r LAMBARDE ven. u1. Vii. (1588) 295 His brother. .shut 
the foredoore against them that pursued. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s 
Lapland 84 Two doors, one, a foredoor, and the other, a 
backward. 1696 Epwarps --rist. 6 Provid. of God 1. 20 
With the mouth (that so visible and useful fore-door of this 
our humane habitation) we take in food. 1761 BSrit. Mag. 
II. 558 The rogues. . fastened the fore-door before they left 
the house. 1811 W. Arron Agric. Surv. Ayrsh. 115 (Jam.) 
The principal door—was named the fore-door. 

+ Fo'redrove. Oés. [f. Forr- ref. + DRove.] 
An animal or animals driven before the corpse at 


a funeral, a corse-present or mortuary. 

1504 Will of ¥. Osburne in Trans. Essex Archzol. Soc. 
Ser. 1. I. 167, I bequeth ij shepe of a yere age for my fore 
Drove. 1536 Will of W. Perte ibid. 168 A shepe price ijs. 
which I will shall be dreven before me in the day of my 
buryall for a foredrove. 

Fore-eatage: see Forz- pref. 5 b. 

Fore-edge (foerjedz). [f. Forn- pref. + Epar.] 
The front or outer edge; esf, of a leaf in a book, 
or of the book itself. 








FOREFEEL. 


1665 Hooke Microgr. 174 The fore-edge..is arm’d with a 
multitude of little bristles. 1880 Print. Trades Fru. No. 32. 
x To cut heads, tails, and fore-edges at one time. 1886 
Wiis & CrarKk Cambridge Il. 420 The book is placed 
on the shelf with the fore-edge tured outwards. 1892 
ZAEHNSDORF Linzding of Bks. 14 Catch each succeeding 
leaf up by the forefinger on the top corner as near the for- 
edge as possible. 

Fore-elders (f6er,eldo1z), 47. Chiefly xorthern. 
For forms see ELprr. [f. FoRE- pref. + ELDER(s. 
Cf. ON. foreldrar in same sense (Da. forwidre, Sw. 
Jorildrar parents).] Ancestors, progenitors. 

a1300 Cursor M. 18362 (Cott.) Pou has bam drund and 
don forfare, Als pou til ur for-eildres suare. c¢1425 Wyn- 
TOUN Crvoz. 1x. xvii. 6 As bare For-elderis ware slane to 
Dede. 1525 Q. Marc. in M. A. E. Wood Let. R. & 
Tllusty. Ladies (1852) 1. 372 They may .. live under him as 
his subjects, as their foreelders has done in time past. 1627 
Sanperson Ser. I. 265 Our Romish catholicks often twit 
us with our fore-elders. What, say they, were they not all 
down-right papists? 1710 Br. Nicotson in Ellis Orzg, Lett. 
Ser, 1. ILI. 359 Principles on which their fore-elders built 
the gude wark of reformation. 1843 Mor. § Colon. Q. Rev. 
II. 349 The former must have been visited by the fore-elders 
of mankind earlier than Egypt. 1876 J/r. Gray & his 
Neighbours 1. 26 John Dannay lived upon his own lands as 
his fore-elders had done from time immemorial. 

Fore-end (foerjend). [f. Forn- pref + Env. ] 

1. Of place: The fore part, front. Now chiefly Vaz. 

c1423 Found. St. Bartholomew's (KE. EK. T.S.) 39 Seynt 
Barthilmewe .. with his holy hande drewe forth the shippe 
by the for ende. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn vii. 29 He 
dyde cut of the hed, & henged hit atte forende of his sadel. 
@1626 Bacon New Atl, Wks. 1778 I. 352 In the fore-end of 
it which was towards him, grew a..branch of palm. 1833 
Marryat P. Simple xiv, Mr. Chucks then sat down upon 
the fore-end of the booms. 1878 W. C. Russett Wreck of 
Grosvenor xxi, I crawled to the fore-end of the poop. 

b. The fore part of the stock of a gun, which 


supports the barrel. Also adtrzd. 

1881 GREENER Guz 250 The finisher .. has to file up and 
shape the stock and fore-end. /dzd@. 256 All that is required 
being a sufficient grip to keep the fore-end to the barrels. 
Ibid. 487 Grasp the gun..close to the fore-end tip. 

2. Of time: The beginning, early part. Now 
dial.; chiefly = spring. 

16rr SHaks. Cyd. 1. iil. 73 Where I haue .. payed More 
pious debts to Heauen, then in all The fore-end of my time. 
1768 Wates in Phil. Trans. LX. 123 In the fore end of 
December, I went to one of the hunters tents. 1816 Scorr 
Antig. xxvii, I will be back about the fore-end o’ har’st.’ 
1855 Rosinson Whitby Gloss., ‘The fore end of the year’, 
spring. 1890 W. A. Wattace Ozly a Sister xiv, ‘ Yow’ve 
read about her i’ the papers maybe last fore-end ?’ 

Fore-engage, -estate, etc.: see ForE- Zref. 

+ Fore-entry, -entresse. Chiefly Sc. Ods. 
[f. Fors- pref + Enrry, Enrresse.] A front en- 


trance, vestibule. 

1538 CovERDALE ¥¢~. xxxvii. 21 In the fore entrie off the 
preson. a1ss7 Diurn. Occurrents (1833) 44 With tuelf 
cannonis on the foirentres. @1572 Knox Hist. Ref Wks. 
1846 I. 121 The Englismen .. hasarded a schoote at the for- 
entree of the Castell. 1673 WEDDERBURN Voc, 11 (Jam.) 
Propylaeumt, a fore-entresse. 

Forefather (foe1fad01). For forms see Fa- 
THER. [f. Forn- pref. + Farner. ON. had for- 
fadir. Cf. Form-, Forn-, ForrH-raTHEr.] An 
ancestor, a progenitor. : Chiefly 4/7. Forefathers’ 
day (U.S.): the anniversary of the day on which 
the first settlers landed at Plymouth, Mass. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 5464 (Cott.) Jacob .. went out of pis 
wreched werld, And til his forfaders fard. 1377 LaNncL. P. 
Pl. B. v. 501 Feddest with thi fresche blode owre forfadres 
in derknesse. c 1450 Chester PZ. xii. 163 Our forfather ouer- 
comen was..to doe evill. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 
1531) 14b, Theyr forefathers were baptysed in the reed 
see. a1682 Sir T. Browne 7yacts (1684) 17 Our Forefathers 
before the Floud. 1750 Gray L£éegy 16 The rude Fore- 
fathers of the Hamlet. 182r J. Q. Apams in C. Davies 
Metr. Syst. 111, (1871) 120 Measures which they and their 
fore-fathers, time out of mindhad employed. 1848 LowELt 
Lett. (1894) 1. 147 It is Fore-fathers’ Day, you remember. 

transf. and fig. 1593 SuHaxs. Rich, I/, u.ii. 35 Conceit is 
still deriu’d From some fore-father greefe. 1834 Hr. Mar- 
TINEAU Mora/t. 6 It is a great thing to possess improved 
breeds of animals in the place of their forefathers. 

Hence Fo:refa‘therly a., of or pertaining to one’s 


forefathers, ancestral. 

1855 in CrarKke Dict. 1873 Contemp. Rev. XXI. 213 Ab- 
struse Englisc,forefatherly and foremotherly as weare assured 
itis. 31880 G. Merepitu 7vag. Cov. vi, The clever assort- 
ment of our forefatherly heaps of bones. 

Forefault, -er, -ure: see FoRFAULT. 

Forefeel (focfil), v. [f Forr- + Fret v.] 
trans, To feel beforehand, have a presentiment of. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia uu. xviii. 181 b, Erona. . forefeeling the 
harmes which after fell to her. c16xzx Cuapman /ééad xiv. 
13 With unwieldy waves the great sea forefeels winds That 
both ways murmur. @ 1632 T. TayLor God's Fudgem. 1. 1. 
lit. (r642) 420 Sinners .. fore-feeling the approach of hell. 
1810 W. TayLor in Monthly Mag. XX1X. 320 To forefeel 
Her coming joy, redoubles my delight. 185r Maurice 
Patriarchs & Lawg. vi. (1867) 122 Those objects were in 
very deed foreshown and forefelt in his childish aspirations. 

Hence Fo'refeel sJ.; Forefee‘ling (whence 


Forefee'lingly adv.), Forefe'lt pf/. adjs. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 380 Fore-felt Desire, begin to 
sauour part Of comming gladnesse, 1607 TopsrLy Serpents 
(1658) 782 A divine prudence and forefeeling knowledge 
originally inbred by Nature. 1805 SourHry JZadoc 1. xi, 
His spirit.. beheld with no forefeeling joy The rising sons 
of song. 1808 — ZLe#é, (1856) II. 117 Well might W. fore- 


FOREFEELING. 


feelingly call our rulers ‘A yvenal band’. 1839 BatLey 
Festus xxii, Like a fore-feel of madness about the brain. 

Forefeeling (fo1fzlin), vil. sb. [f. prec. + 
-InG1.] The action of the vb. FoREFEEL; a feel- 
ing beforehand, presentiment. 

1551 Rosinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 147 Some priuie 
and secret fore-feiling of the punishement now at hande. 
1605 CAMDEN Rew., Epitaphs 28 The inuention of them 
proceeded from the presage or forfeeling of immortality. 
1715 tr. C’tess Daunoy’s Wks. 425 An ominous fore-feeling 
of their approaching Misfortune. 1803 SourHEy Lefz. (1856) 
I. 241 His father has .. the same forefeeling that .. he will 
not live tobe aman. 1878 DowpeEN Stud. Lit. 147 Within 
him lay a forefeeling of the great destiny. 

Fore-fellow : see ForE- pref. 5. 

+ Fo'refence, sd. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. + FENcE 
sb.] A first or front defence ; a bulwark. 

1609 Hotiann Am. Marcell. xiv. ii. 4 Within their 
thicke growne Fastnesses and Fore-fences. .they maintained 
and enriched themselves. 1610 — Camden's Brit. 1. 755 
The Iland Walney as a fore fence or countremure lying 
along by it. 1677 Por Oxfordsh. 320 A praetentura, or 
fore-fence of the Romans, raised against the Britans. 

Hence Fo'refence v. ¢vans., to serve a3 an outer 
defence or bulwark to. 

1610 Hottanp Camden's Brit, 1. 627 The mowntaines of 
Talgar and Ewias doe as it were forefense it. 

Forefend : see FoRFEND. 

Forefield (foesfild). ining. Also 7-8 for- 
field. [f. Forn- pref + Frey sb.] (See quots.) 

1681 Houcuton Compl. Miner (E. D.S.), Horfield, the 
furthest place that a man has wrought in his ground, or 
the end of a meer above-ground, 1785 Phil. Trans. XLIX. 
got There was a miner working at the forfield, or east end 
of the vein. 188z Raymonp Mining Gloss., Forefield, the 
face of the workings. The /orefield-end is the end of the 
workings farthest advanced, 

+ Forefight. Ods. [f Forr- pref. + Ficur 
sb.] a: The foremost defence or bulwark (see 
Fieut, sb. 5 b). wb. The front rank (of an army). 

¢ 1611 Cuarman J/iad xt. 274 The Greeks. .repair’d the fore- 
fights of their wall With hides of oxen. did. xv. 277 These 
were they, that bravely furnish’d then The fierce forefight. 

Fore-fi'ghter. vare—'. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Ficurer.] One who fights in the front rank. 

1883 Lear //iad 1v. 79 Then the forefighters and glorious 
Hector yielded. 

Fore-figure, -fin: see Forn- Zref. 2a, 3c. 

Forefinger (foexfingor). [f. Forn- pref. + 
Fincer.] ‘The finger next the thumb: also called 
the first or zndex finger. 

e145s0 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 626 Forefyngure, index. 
1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 43 note, When they were 
conquer’d they held up their fore-finger in sign of yeelding. 
1612 PeacHamM Drawing u. v, Polymnia shall bee drawne as 
it were acting her speech with her forefinger. 1713 Berkr- 
LEY Guardian No. 39 ® 3 Her fore-fingers stuck in her ears. 
1847 Tennyson Princ. 11. 356 Jewels five-words-long That 
on the stretch’d forefinger of all Time Sparkle for ever. 

Fore-fit, -flank, -flipper, etc. : see Forn- pref, 

[Foreflow v., ‘to flow before’, Dryden, in 
Webster (1832) and later Dicts., is a mistake for 
Joreslow: see FORSLOW 2. quot. 1682.] 


Fore-foot (foo1fut), sd. [f. Forn- pref. + Foor. ] 
The stress is variable, the prefix being often felt as an adj. 
1. One of the front feet of a quadruped. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 18 He had loste his eeris and 
the skynne wyth the clawes of his forefeet. xg25 Lp. Brr- 
ners Fyozss. Il. 312a, The grayhounde .. wolde .. leape 
with his fore fete vpon the Kynges shulders. 1604 Breton 
Pass. Sheph. Past. iii. 26 To see..the little black-haird 
Cony .. With her fore-feete wash her face. 1697 Lond. 
Gaz, No. 3330/4 Throws his fore Foot out like a Turky 
Horse. 1770 G. Waite Selborne xxviii. 79 From the fore- 
feet to the belly behind the shoulder, it [the moose-deer] 
measured three feet and eight inches. 1834 MeMuarriec 
Cuvier's Anim. Kingd. 60 The long claws of their fore-feet 
enable them to dig with great effect. 1869 Dunkin Jfidn. 
Sky 16 The Great Bear’s right fore-foot. 

+b. gocularly, The hand. 

1599 SHaks, ‘Yen. V, 11. i. 7x Giue me thy fist, thy fore- 
foote to me giue. 

2. Naut. ‘The foremost piece of the keel, or a 
timber which terminates the keel at the forward 
extremity, and forms a rest for the stem’s lower 
end’ (Adm. Smyth). 

[1644 Manwayrine Sea-mans Dict. s.v., There is no such 
place of a ship which is termed her fore-foote; but..when 
two ships saile, so that one doth lie with her stem so much 
a-weather the other, that keeping their courses, that ship 
which doth so lie, will goe-out a head with the other, 
then we say, that she doth lie with the fore-foote of the 
other, as she stands or comes with her fore-foote..so that 
this word fore-foote, implies no more, but one ships lying, 
or sayling a-crosse an other ships way.] 1770 Chron. in Ann. 
Reg. 153/1t She hung upon this rock by the fore-foot, her 
stern being amazingly depressed. 1840 R. H. DANA Bef. 
Mast xviii. 51 Wesawa. .whale, slowly crossing our fore-foot. 


+ Forefoot, v. Ods. rare—, [f. Forn- pref. 
+ Foor v.] trans. ? To repair (a boot) with new 
upper leather, to vamp. 

1465 Manners § Househ, Exp. 302 To pay for fforfotenge 
of his botuys. /é/d., For forfotynge [Noxf. MS. fotynge] 
of a payre of botes. 

+ Fore-footman. Os. [Forr- pref. + Foor- 
MAN.] A footman who ran before his master. 

(A rendering of vautrarius FEwrTerer, misread as vaz- 
trarius and supposed to be connected with F. avant.) 

1610 Hottand Camden's Brit, 1. 33x He should be, the 
Kings fore-foot-man, until he had worne out a,paire of shooes, 
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Forefront (f6e1frent). [f. Forn-Zvef. + Front.] 
1. The principal face or foremost part of anything 
(esp. of a building). Now vare. (In early use 


opposed to + back front.) 

c1470 Henry Wallace 1x. 831 He gert thaim tak Syllys 
off ayk, and a stark barres mak, At a foyr frount, fast in 
the forest syd. 1548 Hatt Chron. (1809) 639 The fore- 
frontes of euery gallery were hanged with..Sarcenet. 1551 
Rosson tr. JZore's Utop. u. Gvb, The forefrontes or 
frontiers of the ij corners [of the Ilande], what wythe fordys 
& shelues, & what with rockes be very..daungerous. 1659 
Evetyn Zo R&. Boyle 3 Sept., To the entry fore front of 
this a court, and at the other back front a plot walled 
in of a competent square. 1664 PowER Micros. Observ. 
in Sir T, Blount Nat. Hist. (1693) 314 These Eyes are 
plac’d all in the forefront of their [Spiders’] Head. 1671 
CHARENTE Let, Customs 53 The..forefronts of the Houses 
are very little handsomer than those of our Country Villages. 
1698 VaNBRUGH Prov. Wife 1. iii, I love to sit in the fore- 
front of a box; for, if one sits behind, there’s two Acts gone 
before one’s found out. 1726 Lront Adlberti’s Archit. I. 
39/2 From the.. Fore-front of the Work I draw a Line quite 
thro’ to the Back-front. 1866 G. Macponatp Ann. Q. 
Neigh’. ii. (1878) 19 This little gallery was..larger than 
was just necessary for the organ..and a few of the parish- 
ioners had chosen to sit in its fore-front. 1876 Whitby 
Gloss., Foore-front, the face of the building. 

b. The ‘front’ of an army, the front rank. 

1513 Douctas neis x1. ix. 14 The Troiane barnage.. 
With ordinance of Tuscan, that did spreid In forfront al the 
large feyldis on breid. 163x QuaRLES Samson Div. Poems 
(1717) 302 They brought him bound To the forefront of the 
Philistian Band. 1737 Wuiston Yosephus’ Hist. 1. iv. § 7 
He was in the fore-front, in the utmost danger. 1864 
Kinecsiey Rom. § Teut. v. (1875) 130 He thrust himself into 
the fore-front of the battle. 

e. fig. (Now the most frequent use.) 

1589 NasueE in Greene's Menaphon (Arb.) 10 In the fore- 
front of whom [i, e. men of import], I cannot but place that 
aged Father Erasmus. 1607 Day Trav. Eng. Bro, G ivb, 
True constancie’s my fore-front and my back, 1846 TRENCH 
Mirac. Introd. (1862) 49 The position which it has won in 
the very forefront of the world. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
iv. § 3. 176 The great statutes which stand in the forefront 
of our laws. 

2. The beginning, commencement (of a book, 
document, or literary work). Oéds. or arch. 

1577-87 HotinsHED Chron, II. 40/1 Iohannes Duns Scotus 
an Irishman borne, as in the forefront of this treatise I haue 
declared. 1612 T. Taytor Comm. Titus iii. 8 The author 
of it is set in the forefront or face of it. 1870 SPURGEON 
Treas. Dav. Ps. 1. 1 In royal decrees the names and dig- 
nities of monarchs are placed in the forefront. 

3. The front of the body as opposed to the ‘back’. 

1880 Browninc Dram. Idylls Ser, 1. Mule'ykeh 34 Her 
forefront whitens indeed Like a yellowish wave’s cream- 
crest .. Her fetlock is foam-splashed too. 1894 CrockETT 
Raiders 74, I was to do nothing except lie thus prone on 
my forefront. 

Hence Fo'refront v. ¢vazs., to build a (sew) fore- 
front to. 

1761 STERNE 7%. Shandy IV. xxxi, He would new fore- 
front his house, and add a new wing to make it even. 

+ Foregad: affected pronunc. of Fore God: see 
Fore grep. 1b. 

+ Foregai'n, Foregains(t. Chiefly Sc. 
Obs. [f. KORE-Zrep. or adv. + Gain, Garnst. Cf. 
FORE-AGAIN(ST.] Directly opposite to ; also, in the 
opposite scale to. 

1375 Barsour Brace xvt. 555 Ay forgane the schippis. 
1535 STEWART Crom. Scot. (1856) I. 133 Ane messinger wes 
cuming him forgane. a@1547 Surrey neid 1. 889 My 
spouse clasping my feet Foregainst his father young Iulus 
set. 1563 Aberdeen Council Reg. (1844) 254 In the Gallow- 
gett of the said burght..forgains the gray freiris place. 
1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. Hvj, Foregainst y® 
quhilk is placed y® golden nombre of yat 3ere. 1639 
RurHerrorp Left. cclxxxix. (1836) II. 188 If ye go to 
weigh Jesus his sweetness..and lay foregainst him your 
ounces or drachms of suffering for him. .1709 Puire Let, 
24 Sept. in Dunbar Social Life (1865) 50 Two ships ryding 
at ankor forgainst this place. 1725 Ramsay Genél. Sheph. 
ut. ii, On Skelfs foregainst the Door. 

Fore-gallant, -gallery ; see Forz- pref. 3, 5. 

Fo're-game. [Fore- fre] A preliminary 
game; /z¢. and fig. Cf. AFTER-GAME. 

1594 Kyp Cornelia wv. G ij b, The Gaules were but a fore- 
game fecht about For ciuill discord. a@1635 Naunron 
Fragm. Reg. (Arb) 28 His play was chiefly at the fore- 
game. 1643 Trevor in Carte Collect. (1735) 260 Neither 
side can yet brag of the foregame. 1741 Compl. Fant. 
Piece 1. i, 288 The Huntsman should therefore be..good 
at both Fore and After-Game. 


Foreganger (foougeno1). [f. ForE- pref. + 
GaNGER; =Ger. vorganger, Du. voorganger.] 

+1. One who or that which goes before: a. a 
fore-runner, a harbinger ; b. a predecessor. Ods, 

1340 Hamrote Pr. Conse. 4152, I hald bir gret mysdoers 
Als anticrist lyms and his forgangers. c1460 Towneley 


Myst. (Surtees) 165, I go before bodword to bere, And as 
forgangere am I send. 


2. Maut. a, ‘A short piece of rope immediately 
connecting the line with the shank of the harpoon, 
when spanned for killing’ (Adm. Smyth). Cf. 
FOREGOER, -RUNNER. b. (See quot. 1867.) [So 
Du. voorganger. | 

1794 Rigging § Seamanship 1. 64 Yarn for foregangers is 
made of the best dressed long hemp. 1823 Scoressy 3rn/. 
Whale Fishery 288 The ‘fore-ganger’, or that part of the 
line Seager connected with the harpoon. 1867 Smyri 
Sailor's Word-bk., Fore-ganger of the Chain Bower Cables, 
is a length of 15 fathoms of stouter chain, in consequence 
of greater wear and tear near the anchor. 





FOREGOER. 


Foregarth (foe1garp). dial. [a. ON. for- 
gard-r, f. for-, Forn- + gard-r GartH (= OE. 
geard YARD).] =Forn-yarD!, 

1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 137 The helme in the 
foregarth will doe somethinge more then shelter three 
waines. 1684 17S. Jndenture (Yorksh.), All that cottage, 


foregarth and little close. ’ 

Foregate (foougzit). [f. Forn- pref. + Gate.) 

1. The front gate or principal entrance. 

1g03 in Lib. Cart. S. Crucis (1840) lvii, Item, for vij 
punschionis of plaister to the turatis of the foryet .. iiij 
lib. xviijs. 1610 Hottanp Camden's Brit. u. 81 A castle 
also..and a foregate at the entrance unto it. 1726 Leoni 
Alberti’s Archit. 1. 1or/1 Chambers near the vestibule or 
fore-gate. 1856 FroupE //ist. Eng. Il. 430 There was..to 
be but one entrance only, by the great foregate. 

transf. and fig. 1613 J. Davis Muse's Teares Lijb, 
Beare vp the Crosse ; and euer looke vpon’t As on the only 
Key of Heau'n’s fore-gate. 1692 G. Srrapiinc Serm. 
§ Disc. 381 They [the Jesuits] were .. turned out of the 
Foregates of those States. 

Prov. c1643 Howe t Le?té. I. v. xxi, When distrust enters 
in at the foregate, love goes out at the Postern. 1686 W. pE 
BritainE Hum. Prud: vii. 31 When passion enters in at the 
fore-gate, Wisdom goes out at the postern. 

2. Sc. ‘The high or open street’ (Jam.). 

1560 in Burgh Rec. Aberdeen (1844) 327 Diverse personis 
hes biggit and dalie biggis choppis vnder stairis vpoune 
the forgettis. 1367 Sc. Acts Fas. VI (1814) 43 The samyn 
to be saulde and toppit be honest personis in pe foir-gait in 
oppinand publict tavernis. a@15§83 Chalm. Azrin Balfour's 
Practicks (1754) 588 Gif thair be ony swine cruivis biggit 
on the fore-gait, stoppand the samin. 

Foregather: see ForGatHEr. 

Fore-gear : see ForE- pref. 5. 

+ Foregengl. Ods.—' [f. Forn- pref. + *gengl 
=OHG. gengz/ goer, f. root of GANG v.] A fore- 
goer, predecessor. 

¢ 1208 Lay. 25082 Peos weoren mine zlderen, mine ad-Gele 


uore-genglen, ; 

Foregift (foo-igift). [f. Forn- pref. + Girt.) 
Law. ‘A premium for a lease’ (Wharton 1867). 

1744 in NV. Riding Rec. VIII. 109 A fine or foregift was 
paid to the late Lady Stapleton. 1845 STEPHEN Com. 
Laws Eng. (1874) 11. 737 That no fine or foregift be taken 
for the lease. 188x1 Law Rep. Chancery Div. XVI. 5098 
‘There was reserved on every demise .. the best yearly rent 
without taking any fine, premium or foregift. 

Fore-gird: see ForE- pref. 1. 

+ Fore-gi've, v. Ods. [f. Forr- pref. + Given v. 
Cf. misgive.] intr. To have a foreboding, anti- 


cipate. 

1600 Hottanp Livy xxv. xxxv. (1609) 575 As commonly 
mens minds use to fore-give and tell aforehand [L. prwsa- 
gientibus| when there is some mischiefe and ill toward them. 

Foreglance (foe1glans). [f. Forn- pref + 
GLANCE 5d.] _ The action of glancing forward; 
also, a view or glance beforehand. 

1825 CoLEeripcE (evz. (1836) II. 126 A misprint .. arising 
from an anticipation by foreglance of the compositor’s eye. 
1860 Exuicotr Life Our Lord ii. 49 With the rapid fore- 
glance of thought she must have seen in the clouded future, 
scorn, dereliction..death. 1889 Hissey Tour zn Phaeton 
131 How intensely interesting it would be to have a fore- 
glance into a science text-book of a century hence. 

Fore-glass, -gleam, -glimpse: see Forn-. 

Forego (foe1gox), sb. rare—. [f. next.] Some- 
thing that goes or happens before. 

1880 Gorvon Bk, Chron. Keith 63 The..‘Death-Watch’ 
..Was conjectured to be a forego of a Death or a Fitting. 

Forego (foeigdu), v, Pa. t. forewent; pa. 
pple. foregone, Forms: see Go. [OE. fore-gin, 
f, Fore- pref. + gdn to Go.] 

1. ¢rans. To go before or in adyance of; to pre- 
cede: either in position or time. ’ 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. xxi. [xxiii.] (1891) 476 Oder 
[steorra] hiora foreeode pa sunnan on morgen. 1515 T. 
More Chron. K. Edw. V, in Grafton II.°757 And the 
yere fore goyng his death he had obtayned the towne of 
Barwike. 1548 Gest Px. AZasse 116 That part of the masse 
that forgoeth consecration. 1577-87 HotinsHEp Chron. 
I. Pref., Summarie contents foregoing euerie chapter, 1587 
Gotpinc De Mornay xxx. 491 A Christ .. whom being 
forgone by an Elias, it behoued to preach the Kingdome 
of God. a1619 ForHerBy Atheom. u. iii. § 2 (1622) 214 
The cause doth alwayes his effect fore-goe, 1668 Cut- 
PEPPER & Cote Barthol, Anat. i. vii. 109 The constriction 
of the Earlets does always forego the Diastole of the Ven- 
tricles. 1879 E. Arnotp Zz. Asia 3 Over half the earth 
a lovely light Forewent the morn. 1884 J. Payne Tales 
Jr. Arabic I. 15 His head forewent his feet and he fell to 
the ground. dd. 185 So Abdulmelik went away to his 
house, whither he found that the money had foregone him. 

2. intr. To go before, precede in place or time. 
Also quasi- ¢razs. with cognate obj. 

e825 Vesp. Ps. \xxxviii. 15 Mildheortnis & sodfestnis 
foregad biforan onsiene dinre. a 1300 Z. EZ, Psalter xcvifi). 
3 Fire bi-fore him sal for-gane. c1555 HarpsrreLp Divorce 
Hen. VIII, 45 The wife and the man with their mutual 
consent adhibited and fore-going enter into religion, 1563 
Mirr. Mag., Hastings i. 5 Cleaving my tombe the waye my 
fame forewent. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. July 117 And 
now they bene to heauen forewent. 1622 T. Scotr Bele. 
Pismire 30 To purchase honour without some worthy 
action fore-going .. is not truely to be Noble. 1865 Mrs. 
Whitney Gayworthys 1.116 A gait, sublimely unaffected by 
all that had foregone. 

Forego: see Foreo. 

Foregoer (foo1gdu'ar), Forms: 4-6 forgoer, 
(4 forgoere, 5 goar, 6 foregoere), 5— foregoer. 
[f. Forr- Zref. + GorR.] 


FOREGOING. 


+1. A messenger sent before, a forerunner, a har- 
binger ; sfec. a purveyor. Ods. 

c 1340 Cursor M. 13208 (Trin.) To helle bifore crist [Ion] 
ferd .. Perfore is he called forgoer. 1393 Lanci. P. Pd. 
C. mm. 198 Ac gile was forgoere to gyen al the puple, For to 
wisse hem the weye and with Mede a-byde. 1502 Ca-xton’s 
Chron. Eng. kvj b/1 He was .. The forgooer of Antecryst, 
the fulfyller of heresye. 1580 Ord. of Prayer in Liture. 
Serv. QO. Eliz. (1847) 568 He sent Hornets and wild Beasts, 
as foregoers of his host. 1580 Stpney Arcadia (1622) 216 
O Mercurie, foregoer to the euening. 1601 F. Tate Househ. 
Ord. Edw. IT § 90 (1876) 53 Their shalbe a fore-goer in the 
kinges household. 1662 Puituirs, Hovegoers, Purveyours 
going before the King or Queenin progresse. 1745 BLoME- 
FIELD Worf. II. 605 ‘There was one always at each (Leper) 
House called the Foregoer, who used to beg daily for them. 

2. One who or that which goes in front or ‘leads 
the way’; a leader; hence, an example, pattern. 

1382 Wyc.iF Yos/. ili. 3 Whanne 3e seen the ark. . folwe 3e 
the forgoers. 1485 Caxton St. Wene/r. 10 They made her 
in alle thynges a forgoar and ensample to them. 1549 
CoverDALE, etc. Lrasm. Par. 1 Tim. ii. 11 It is conuenient 
for them [women]..to be folowers, and not foregoers. 1596 
Davies Orchestra 58 All the followers [flying cranes] their 
heads doe lay On their forgoers backs. 1658 BaxrEer Saving 
Faith xii. 85 The promised Glory, and the future blessings 
that are its necessary Foregoers. 1869 BLackmore Lorna D. 
II. i, Each [reaper] casting leftwards his rich clearance on 
his foregoer’s double track. 

3. One that has gone before ; a predecessor. 

1553 GRIMALDE Cicero's Offices 11. (1558) 102 He. .in know- 
ledge clerely exceded all his foregoers. 1602 CAREW 
Cornwall(1769) 68 Two young men of the parish are yerely 
chosen by their last fore-goers, to be wardens. 1868 Dixon 
Spiritual Wives Il. xi. go His foregoers had been settled 
in Massachusetts since the days of the Mayflower. 1877 
Mortey Crit. Misc. Ser. u. 348 The order in which each 
state of society has followed its foregoer. 

4. Naut. =FOREGANGER 2a. 

1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. u. (1711) 161 Before this hollow 
part, the Fore-goer is fasten’d or ty’d. 1867 in Smytu 
Sailor's Word-bk. 1892 Daily News 8 June 5/3 We quickly 
peng on the line to the foregoer, clapped the harpoon into 
the gun. 


Foregoing (focigdwin), vbl. sb. [f. ForEco v, 
+ -InG 1] 
1. The action of the vb. Forrao; a going before, 
preceding, or leading the way. 
ms8r SipNEy Aol. Poetrie (Arb.) 2x After whom, en- 


couraged .. with theyr excellent fore-going, others haue ° 


followed. 1656 tr. Hobbes’ Elem. Philos. (1839) 130 Their 
verity depends not upon our knowledge, but upon the fore- 
Sony of their causes. 

+2. That which goes before. Ods.—1 

1598 FLorio, Preambudo, a preamble, a foregoing. 

Foregoing (foe1goauin), Af/. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ING2.] That goes or has gone before, preceding 
(in position cr time). 

1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 306 Heyle starre forgoynge. 
1532 More Confut. Tindale u. 1v. 119 They doo not merite 
with anye forgoyng good dedes. 1605 VERSTEGAN Dec. 
Intell, Pref. Ep., The ensuing matter will be answerable 
to the foregoing title. 1737 Wuiston Yosephus’ Hist. 1. xix. 
§ 2 The multitude... were emboldened by their foregoing 
victory. 1828 J. H. Moore Pract. Navig. (ed. 20) 229 From 
the foregoing examples it is plain, that the operation is the 
same. 1841 Emerson Addr., Method Nat. Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 226 A fruit which it cost all the foregoing ages to form 
and ripen. 

b. absol. (quasi-sd.) and el/ipt. 

1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. u. ii. § 7 The Political and 
civil part of it, which may better be called wisdom then 
most of the fore-going. 1762-71 H. Wavrote Vertue’s 
Anecd. Paint. (1786) I1. 185 Besides the foregoing, Lord 
Breadalbane has. .eleven portraits. 1874 Heirs Soc. Press. 
iii. 54 The foregoing must not be confounded with purely 
communistic theories, 

Foregone (forg)'n),A//. a. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Gonz, pa. pple. of Go.] That has gone before or 


gone by; (of time) past. 

¢ 1600 SHAKS. Som, xxx, Then can I grieve at grievances 
foregone. 1656 CowLry Pixdar. Odes 1. iii, With Oblivion’s 
silent Stroke deface Of foregone Ills the very Trace. 1794 
Burke Rep. Lora’s F¥rnls. Wks. 1842 II. 610 With no light 
from any principle, precedent, or foregone authority of law. 
1824 Lams Liza Ser. 1. Capt. Fackson, A bare scrag—cold 
savings from the foregone meal. 1870 LowEtt Cathedral 
Poet. Wks. (1879) 441/2 This has made poets dream of lives 
foregone In worlds fantastical. : 

b. Foregone conclusion: a Shaksperian phrase, 
variously interpreted by commentators (see Con- 
CLUSION 15). Nowused for: A decision or opinion 
already formed before the case is argued or the full 
evidence known (hence foregone intention, opinion, 
etc.) ; also, a result or upshot that might have been 


foreseen as inevitable. 

1604 Suaks. O¢h. m1. iii. 428. . 1821 Lams Zia Ser. 1. New 
Year's Eve, 1 plunge into foregone visions and conclusions. 
1856 Froupe H7st. Eng. (1858) I. iii. 286 Starting always 
with a foregone conclusion, he arrived of course where he 
wished to arrive. 1868 J. H. Brunr Ref. Ch. Eng. 1. 186 
The Archbishop was simply carrying out .. the foregone 
intention of the King. 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 387 That 
struggle was heroic. .but the conclusion was foregone, 

Hence Forego*neness. (oce-wd.) 

1892 A thenxum 6 Aug. 191/2 [The book is] affected .. by 
the ‘ foregoneness’ of its conclusion. 

+ Fo:re-gra’ndsire. Sc. Ods. Forms: sce 
Forn- frvef. and Granpsire. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Granpsirz.] a. A grandfather;=L. avus. b. A 
great-grandfather ;=L. proavus. c. A great-great- 
grandfather. d, An ancestor. 


Vou, IV. 
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a. 1513 DouGLas A ne7s xu. vi. 95 The name he bair of 
his fore grandschir wycht. 

b. 1474 Acta Audit. (1839) 34/2 Pai fand be said Robertis 
forgrantsire deit last vest & sesit of pe said landes. 1500-20 
in Dunbar’s Poents (1893) 315 My foir grandschir, hecht Fyn 
Mackcowll. 

Cc. 1541 Books Counc. & Sess. B18. 44 (Jam.) Be his fader, 
gudschir, grandshir, and forgrandshir, lardis of Fingiltoun. 
1633 Acts Chas. I (1814) V. 64/2 To the forsaids persones. . 
thair fathers guidschirs grandschirs foirgrandschirs [etc.]. 

d. 1549 Compl. Scot. (1873) 3 Your foir grandscheir gode- 
froid of billon kyng of iherusalem. .deffendit his pepil. 

Jig. 1581 N. Burne Disp. Relig. xviii. 62/2 Frere Martine 
Lauter your foirgrandschir passed mair cannelie to vorke. 

Foreground (foe.ugraund). [f. ForE- pref. + 
GrounD.] 

1. That part of a view which is in front and 
nearest the observer; esf. as represented in a picture. 

1695 Drynen Art of Paint. 167 White can subsist on the 
fore-ground of the Picture. 1799 G. SmirH Laboratory 1.353 
Such as lie nearer the fore-ground you are to imitate accord- 
ing to nature. 1834 Mrepwin Angler in Wales I1. 19 The 
desolate crag—a fit foreground to the still more desolate 
prospect that the land presented. 1841 W. Spatpinc /taly 
& It, Isd. 11, gor A mother in the foreground, seated beside 
her two dead infants. 

b.fig. The most conspicuous or prominent position. 

1816 BentHAM Chrestom. 247 The desirable property,— 
which on this occasion stands as the principal object, and 
occupies the fore-ground. 1833 Macautay &ss., Wadpole’s 
Lett. to Mann (1854) 264/2 He was content..to keep in the 
background and to leave the foreground to the author. 
1873 Symonps Grk. Poets v. 127 The Aeolians occupied the 
very foreground of Greek literature, 

2. The ground in front of an object. rare—1. 

1858 J. Martineau Stud, Chr. 134 The high priest.. 
touched with finger dipped in blood, the sacred lid and 
foreground of the Ark. 

3. attrib. 

1827 Steuart Planter’s G. (1828) 362 Several groups of 
fine foreground Trees with extensive tops were already 
formed, 1887 Ruskin Preterita II. 165, I made two fore- 
ground studies in colour. 

+ Foregua:rd, v. Obs.—' [f. Fornu- pref. + 
GuarD v.] ¢rans. To guard beforehand or in front. 

1588 GREENE Metam. Wks. (Grosart) IX. 23 In that we 
foregarded all our actions with vertue. /zd, 89. 

Foreguess (foeige's), v. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Gurss.] ¢rans. To guess beforehand ; to forecast, 
anticipate, conjecture. Const. with simple obj. or 
with obj. clause. Also adsol. 

Hence Foregue‘ssing v0/. sb. and ff/. a. 

1388 Wycuir Wisd. xvii. 10 marg. note Bi forgessing grete 
yuels to comynge on it silf. 1548 UDALL, etc. Hvasm. Par. 
Luke xii. 54 Obseruing and markyng al lykelyhoodes and 
foregeassynges of tempestes, 1598 FLorio Presago, a..fore- 
guessing man. 1640 Br. Hatt Chr. Moder. 28/1 Melancthon 
could foreguess that the time should come wherein [etc.]. 
18953 W. H. Turton Truth of Chr. 88 He may also have 
foreknown, what we can only foreguess. 

Fore-guidance, -hall: see Forn- pref. 2 d, 3. 

+ Foreha‘lsen, v. Ods. rare. [f. ForE- pref. 
+ HALSEN v.] ¢rans. (absol.) To presage. 

1594 Carew Yasso 1. iv, One day perhaps, my pen fore- 
halsening Will dare, what now of thee tis purposing. 1602 
— Cornwall 124 b, A fore-halsening of this rebellion. 

Fo‘re-ha:‘mmer. Sc. and zorth.dial. [f.Forn- 
pref. + Hamurr. Cf. Du. voorhamer (in Kilian 
1598 veurhamer), Da. forhammer.] The large 
hammer which strikes first ; a sledge-hammer. 

15343 Richmond. Wills (Surtees) 43 Item iiij fore hamers. 
isoz Sc. Act Fas. VI (1814) III. 538 Breking vp his 
chalmer durris with foirhammeris. 1785 Burns Scotch 
Drink xi, The strong forehammer. 1818 Scorr Hrt. Midd. 
v, The unceasing clang of the heavy fore-hammers. 1894 
Crockett Raiders 315 From the other side..came the 
sound of a forehammer thundering on a gate. 

Forehand (foerjhznd), a and sé. [f. Forn- 
pref. + Hanv.] A. adj. 

+1, Archery. Forehand (shaft): an arrow for 
shooting straight before one. Opposed to wnder- 
hand. Obs, 

1548 Ascuam To-roph. (Arb.) 126 The forehande must haue 
a bigge breste to bere the great myghte of the bowe. 1597 
Suaxs. 2 Hex. IV, mi. ii. 52 Hee would haue. .carryed you 
a fore-hand Shaft at foureteene and foureteene and a halfe. 

2. Done or given at some earlier time. Of pay- 
ments, etc.: Made in advance. ? Obs. exc. dial. 

1599 Suaks. Much Ado wv. i. 51 She did embrace me as 
a husband, And so extenuate the forehand sinne. 1678 
St. Trials, Popish Plot Introd. VI. 1490, 1 wonder I had 
no fore-hand notice of it [my trial]. @1679 T. Goopwin 
Wks. 1. ut. 25 This forehand Union hath. .such virtue in it. 
1790 W. Marsuatt Widland Co. I. 20 Covenanting to pay 
what is called a ‘forehand rent’. 1825-80 JAMIESON S.v., 


’ Fore-han’-payment is payment in advance, as Is generally the 


rule with school fees. — 

3. Foremost, leading. Also, fore-a-hand. Fore- 
hand stone (Curling): see quot. Also el/zpt. or 
quasi-sb,: The first or foremost player. 

1664 Butter Hd. u. ii. 618 A Nag That might pass for 
a forehand Stag. 1816 Scorr O/d Mort. vii, Our auld fore- 
hand ox. 1825 Jamieson s.v., The forehand stane is the 
stone first played in curling. Clydes. 1831 Blackw. Mag. 
Dec. 983 A canny forehan’. 1892 Kerr Curling Gloss. in 
ered etc. (Badm. Libr.) 380 Hore-han’, the first player or 
ead, 

4. ? = ForEHANDED 2 b. 

1784 Bacr Barham Downs 1. 172 Would any man in his 
senses that was not a very forehand man indeed, live in the 


elegant way you do? z 











FOREHEAD. 


B. sd. 

1. The position in front or above. + Zo have the 
forchand of, to be to the forehand with (Sc.): to 
have the upper hand or advantage of. 

1857 PHAER 4¢neid v. M iij b, And yet not formost al, nor 
al her keele hath forhand wonne. 1588 Parke tr. Men- 
doza’s Hist. China 143 a, Hee determined..to depart and 
procure .. to get the forehande of them..and to ayde and 
helpe them [etc.]. 1599 Suaxs. Hen. V, Iv. i. 297 But for 
Ceremonie, sucha Wretch. . Had the fore-hand and vantage of 
a King. 1646 Jenkyn Remora 28 God keeps on the fore-hand 
with you, let us follow hard after him. 1825-80 JAMIESON, s.v., 
‘I’m to the forehand wi’ you’, I have got the start of you. 

b. That which holds the front position; the 


vanguard, hence the mainstay. 

1606 Suaxs. 77. §& Cr. 1. iii. 143 The great Achilles.. 
The sinew and the fore-hand of our Hoste. 

2. That part of a horse which is before the rider, 

1617 Markuam Cava. 1. 12 They haue most excellent 
forehandes. 1683 Loud. Gaz. No. 1890/4 A light Grey 
Mare .. handsome forehand but thin behind. 1816 Scorr 
Antig. xxxvi, What fine fore-hands !—what capital chargers 
they would make ! 1884 E. L. ANDERSON Mod. Horsemansh. 
I. i. 2 For our purposes, we shall consider as the Forehand 
of the horse all that part which is in front of the saddle. 


Fo'reha:nded. [f. as prec. + -ED 2.] 

+1. Having a forehand (see FoREHAND B, 2); 
‘formed in the foreparts’ (J.). Usually with a de- 
fining adj. or adv. Said of horses, and ¢ransf. Obs. 

1s9r GREENE Jarew. Folly Wks. (Grosart) 1X. 327 
The Gentleman is well forehanded and well foreheaded. 
1614 Markuam Cheap Hush. 1. i. (1668) 4 Observe. .to 
have them fore-handed, that is good neck, breast and 
shoulders. 1680 Loud. Gaz. No. 1489/4 A dark brown 
Gelding. .lofty Forehanded. 

2. Looking to the forehand (see prec. B. 1); care- 
ful as to the future, prudent, thrifty. Now only U.S. 

16s0 Jer. Taytor Holy Living (1727) 12 An early and 
forehanded care. 1777 J. Q. Avams Wks. (1854) IX. 454 
Here and there a farmer and a tradesman, who is forehanded 
and frugal enough to make more money than he has occasion 
tospend. 1870 LowELL Study Wind. 76 ‘They were..a 
thrifty forehanded race. “ ; 

b. That has made provision for the future ; in 


easy circumstances, ‘ well-to-do’. Now only U.S. 

1658 GuRNALL Chr. Arm. U. 576 They that are fore- 
handed, are willing to give time and able to forbear long. 
1828 Wesster, Porehanded..2 In America, in good cir- 
cumstances as to property. 1837-40 Hauipurton Clocknz. 
(1862) 132 A big man, and one that’s considerable fore- 
handed, and pretty well to do in the world. 1851 S. Jupp 
Margaret ix. (1871) 47 In popular phrase a forehanded man, 
his house and barns were large, and his grounds indicated 
thrift. 1883 Mrs. Rottins New Eng. Bygones 156 The 
wives of forehanded farmers and professional men were apt 
to be somewhat exalted. 


Fore-handsel, -hanging: see ForE-fve/ 44, 5. 

Forehard (foer,haid). [f. Forn- pref. + HArp.] 
(See quot.) 

1853 Ure Dict. Arts Il. 563 The forehard, or proper twist 
in the strands for all sizes of ropes, is. .attained. 

Fore-haste, -hatch, etc.: see Forn- pref. 

Forehead (fpréd). Forms: see Hnap. [OE. 
Jorhéafod, f. For-2, ForxE- pref. + héafod Huan. ] 

1. That part of the face which reaches upward 
from the eyebrows to the natural line of the hair. 


Also, the corresponding part in beasts, etc. 

c1000 /ELrric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 156 Caluarium, for- 
heafod. cx1175 Lamb. Hom. 127 Ure forheafod. a1225 
Ancr, R, 18 Makied..a large creoiz mit be preo vingres 
vrom abuue pe vorheaued dun to be breoste. ¢1305 Edmund 
Conf. 65-6 in E. EL, P.(1862) 72 In mie foreheuede iwrite mi 
name bu schalt iseo. Signe perwip bi forheued. c¢1380 S7~ 
Ferumb, 3927 Hys hors. .bar a sterre on his for-hed. 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 48 He frompeled his forhede. 
1513 Douctas A@neis xm. iii, 128 Thy plesand forret 
schaply and ene cleir. 1582 T. Watson Centurie of Love 
Ep. Ded, (Arb.) 26 Malicious high foreheads. 1612 WoopaLt 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 363 Applyed cold to the forr-head, 
or place grieved. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. 1. vi. §8 
The placing of the motto.. upon the High Priests fore- 
head. 1726 Leont Alberti’s Archit. III. 34/2 From the 
Forktead to the Hinder-part of the head. 1842 TENNYSON 
Locksley Hall 25 On her pallid cheek and forehead came 
a colour and a light. 1886 A. WincHELtt Walks §& Talks 
Geol, Field 256 The dinoceras..had..perhaps three pairs 
of horns, one on the snout, one on the cheeks, and one on 
the forehead. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1602 Suaxs. Hamz, 11. ili. 63 Euen to the teeth and fore- 
head of our faults. 1607 — Cor. 11. i. 57 The forhead of 
the morning. cxz61x Cuarman //iad xvi. 692 Two fierce 
kings of beasts, oppos’d in strife about a hind Slain on the 
forehead of a hill. 1642 Mitton Afol. Smect. (1851) 258 
Tis manifest his purpose was only to rub the forehead of his 
title with this word modest. 1766 Forpyce Sevm. Vung. 
Wom. (1767) I. iv. 149 Those writings carry on their very 
forehead the mark of the beast. 1795-1814 Worpsw. 
Excursion vu. 593 And oak. .on whose forehead inaccessible 
The raven lodged in safety. 1839 Loncr. Hyferion 1. vi. 
(1865) 30 High and hoar on the forehead of the Jettenbuhl 
stands the castle of Heidelberg. 2 

ce. Phrase. + Zo take time (or occasion) by the 
forchead: now usually by the forelock (see Forx- 


LOCK 2). 

1gsgz_ GREENE Farew. Folly Wks. (Grosart) IX. 311 Take 
time now by the forehead, she is bald behind. 1599 Bren. 
Jonson Cynthia’s Rev, 1v.i, Let_us then take our time by 
the forehead. 1633 Heywoop Zxg. Trav. mm. Wks. 1874 
IV. 47 Take Occasion by the forehead, 


+2. Used (like L. frons) for the countenance as 
capable of expressing shame, etc. In two opposite 
55 


FOREHEADED. 


applications: a. Capacity of blushing; sense of 
shame or decency; modesty. b. Command of 
countenance, unblushing front; assurance, impu- 
dence, audacity. Ods. 

1860 Brecon New Catech. 1v. Wks. 1564 I. 384b, With 
what forhead..dare we say in the Lord’s prayer ‘ Forgeue 

« vs our trespasses’. 1631 J. Burces Anusw. Rejoined 236 
No man can deny it, who hath any forehead left. 1675 
Mistaken Husband i. 1. in Dryden's Wks. (1884) VIII. 
599 With what forehead Darest thou call me so? 1775 
a SHErmpaAN Art Reading 371 No body but a modern 
freethinker could have the forehead or folly to turn it into 
ridicule. 

3. The front part, forefront. +a. gen. (Obs. exc. 
with conscious metaphor: see I b.) 

1525 Lp. Berners /oiss. II. clvii. [cliii.] 429 She rode on 
the one syde by the quenes lytter, and it was assysted with 
the duke of Thourayne, and the duke of Burbone, at the 
fore heed on bothe sydes. : 

b. Mining, etc. The end, for the time being, of 


a level. 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. Ij b, Forebrest, Forfield, or 
Forehead, 1862 Smites Engineers III. 130 When IJ arrived 
at the forehead of the dip. 1885 Trans. Cumbld. § 
Westmld. Antig. Soc. VII1. 9 From the forehead of the 
level it was conveyed to the day by means of a wooden 
railroad. 

ce. Naut. (See quot.) 

a 1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts m1. (1704) 332/2 In 

the Forehead or Mizon-yard. 
d. dial. (See quots.) 

1798 Ann, Agric. Som, XXX. 354 Foreheads or head- 
lands. 1810 Devon §& Cornw. Voc. in Monthly Mag. June 
436 Forehead about six feet space wide of earth round 
the hedges of a field, which is ploughed up, mixed with 
lime and carted or wheeled upon the field for manure. 

+4. One holding the place of honour; a leader. 

(Not derived from sense 1; strictly a new formation. ] 

c1640 J. Smytu Lives Berkeleys (1883) II. 380 To have 
rated the forehead of his hounds, then in chase after a wrong 
bucke. 1641 Sir E. Derine SZ. on Relig. 20 Nov. xiv. 
(1642) 45 Pretending to be a fore-head of Divinity. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as forehead-band, -bone, 
-wrinkle; forehead-bald a., bald as to the fore- 
head; forehead-cloth, a cloth or bandage formerly 
worn on the forehead by ladies; +« forehead-piece 
(see quot.). 

1530 TinDALE Lev. xiii. 41 Then he is *foreheadbalde. 
1809 A. Henry 7vav. 24 A fillet, or *forehead-band. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Psexd. Ep. ut. xiii. 137 It was rather the 
*forehead bone petrified, then a stone within the crany. 
1793 Hotcrort tr. Lavater’s Physiog. vii. 44 The forehead 
bones remain unaltered. 1561 Gifts to Queen in Nichols 
Progr. Q. Eliz. (1823) 1. 116 Three *forehed-clothes of 
cameryk netted with gold. 1677 Lond. Gaz, No. 1245/4 
Four laced Forehead Cloaths. 1767 Conzotsseur(ed. 5) III. 
No. 80. 71 A store of clouts, caps, forehead-cloths. 1673 
WycHErRLEY Gentl. Dancing-Master w. i, Every night 
since he came, I have worn the *forehead-piece of bees’ wax 
and hogs’ grease. 1572 Huxoer (ed. Higins), *Forehead 
wrinkles. .ruge frontzs. 

Fo'reheaded, #//. a. [f. prec.+-ED2.] Hay- 
ing (a) forehead, 

1. With adj. or adv. prefixed, as high, low, well 
Soreheaded. + Tender-foreheaded: modest, meek. 

1591 [see FoREHANDED 1]. 1659 GauDEN Tears of 
Church 47 The Gnosticks .. were tender-foreheaded .. 
..people compared to those high-crested and Seraphick 
Sophisters. 1670 NarsoroucH ¥rnl. in Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy. 1. (1711) 64 These People are. .low Fore-headed. 1892 
Pall Mali G. 30 Jan. 3/1 High-foreheaded, colourless 
Madonnas. 

+ 2. Hardened with effrontery, brazen. Ods. 

16.. Pain Let. to Feild in Heylin Hist. Presbyt. (1670) 
278 This For-headed Age. 

Fo'reheadless, a. [f. as prec. + -LEss.] Hay- 
ing no FOREHEAD (sense 2): a. having no sense 
of shame (0ds.); b. destitute of confidence. 

a 1603 T. Cartwricut Confut. Rhem. N. T, (1618) 713 
They are thus foreheadlesse in forging Scriptures. x621 
S. Warp Serm. Fethro's ¥.P. 25 What doe our audacious and 
fore-headlesse Swaggerers require? 1844 BrowniNc Colombe’s 
Birthday v. Poems 1849 I. 369 Me/...How Behaved our 
spokesman with the forehead? Berth. Oh, Turned out no 
better than the foreheadless. 

Forehear, v. [f. Forr- pref + Hear v.] 
trans. and intr. To hear beforehand. 

1599 Soliman § Perseda Gij, Hauing forehard of 
Basiliscoe’s worth. 1623 Wesster D’chess Malfy 1. iv, 
How that the Pope, forehearing of her looseness Hath seiz’d 
.- The dukedom which she held as dowager. 1800-24 
CampseE tt Death-boat of Heligoland 4 Brains .. that mad- 
dening forehear the last trumpet of doom. 1813 Byron 
Giaour 1076 note, His troublesome faculty of forehearing. 

+ Forrehearse. Ols. rave—1. [f. Forn- pref. 
+ Hearss, app. in the sense of F. herse portcullis.] 
? That which guards the front. 

1589 GREENE J7enaphon (Arb.) 87, I feele him wound the 
forehearse of my heart. 

Fore-hearth, -heater: see Forx- pref. 5. 

+ Forehee‘d, v. Ods. [f. Forn- pref + Huxp.] 
trans. To take care against beforehand; to provide 
against. With simple obj., or ¢a¢ introducing 
subord. sentence. 

1526 Ord. Hen. VIII in Househ. Ord. (1790) 212 Fore- 
heeding alwayes that none of them depart the court before 
the expences of their offices be brought to the Masters of 
the household. 163r R. Byrietp Doctr. Sabb. 68 A.. 
casualty that could not be foreseene or foreheeded. 

Forehele, yar. of FoRHELE v., to conceal, 











434. 


+ Forehe‘nt, v. Obs. [f. Forn- pref. + HEnt.] 
trans. To seize beforehand; a. to cut off (in 
flight), overtake. b. To take in advance. 

1590 SPENSER F. Q. 111. iv. 49 A fearefull Dove .. Having 
farre off espyde a Tassell gent. . Doubleth her hast for feare 
to bee for-hent. 1593 Gotpinc Ovid’s Met. x1. 267 [He] 
toake the pleasure which the sonne of Maia had forehent. 

Forehew, erron. form (in Dicts.) for ForHEw. 

Fore-hill, -hinting, -hip: see Forn- pref 

Forehold (foerhould). [f. Forz-+ Hop sd.] 

+1. The action of holding on in front; advance. 

1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 12 Aboute the middle of 
Aprill, when the fields have gotten some foreholde. 

2. Naut. (See quot. 1867). 

1790 Beatson tr. Nav. § M70. Mem. 322 Started 30 tons 
of water in the fore-hold to lighten her forward. 1835 Sir 
J. Ross Narr. end Voy. vii. 94 The forehold was restowed. 
1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fore-hold, the part of the 
hold before the fore hatchway. 1884 Sir R.Coucn in Law 
Rep. 9 App. Cases 422 The master improperly loaded the 
forehold of the steamer, ; 

[Foreholding: a spurious word in Johnson ; 
in his quot. from L’Estrange (/ad/es clxxviii) the 
word should be Forebodings.] 

Fore-hood, -hoof, etc.: see Fors- pref. 

Fo're-horse. [f. Forz- Z7ef+ Horsz.] The 
foremost horse in a team, ‘leader’. 

1483 Fun. Edw, IV, in Lett, & Pap. Rich. III (Rolls) 1. 
7 Upon the fore horse, and the thil horse sat ij chariot men. 
1592 GREENE Ufst. Courtier in Harl, Misc.(Malh.) I1. 218 
They wore beesoms of thrift in their hats like fore-horses. 
ax670 Hacker Add. Williams 1. (1692) 28 None of his 
fellows had cause to repent that he rode upon the fore- 
horse. 1718 Freethinker No. 144 P 8 The Nobleman is 
but the Fore-Horse in the Team. 1824 Miss Mitrorp 
Village Ser. 1. (1863) 199 The fore-horse decked with 
ribbons. : 

transf. and jig. 1601 Suaxs. All’s Well 11.1. 30, I shal 
stay here the for-horse to a smocke. 1645 Pacitr Heresiogr. 
(1661) 177 [He useth this passage] as the fore-horse or 
leading Authority, to bring in whatsoever Calumnies he 
pleaseth afterward. 1816 T. Jerrerson Wit. (1830) IV. 
290 The fore-horse of this frightful team is public debt. 

attrib. 1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw, IV (1830) 123 A forehors 
bridelle. 1636 Sampson Vow-breaker v. i. Liij, Have I not 
borrow’d the fore Horse-bells his Plumes, and braveries? 

Foreign (fprén), a. and sb. Forms: 3, 5-6 
foren(e, 3-4, 6-7, 9 forein(e, -eyn(e, 4, 6-8 
for(r)ain(e, 5-6 -ayn(e, 4-6 forreyn(e, 5-7 -ayne, 
6-8 forr-en, -ei(g)ne, -aign(e, (7 foran, fur- 
raine), 6— foreign. [a. OF. forainz:—popular L. 
type *fordnus, f. foras, for-is: see For- prefs 

Med.L. had /oraneus (Sp. foraneo) on the analogy of 
extraineus ; also forinsecus adj. (f. class.L. forinsecus adv.), 
which in Eng. Law Latin is the usual equivalent of 
Joreign. | 

. adj. 

+1. Out of doors; outside. 
a privy (cf. FOREIGN sd.). 
‘outer darkness’. Obs. 

1297 R. Grouc, (1724) 310 In to a chambre forene pe 
gadelyng gan wende. c¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, 1. metr. ii. 3 
(Camb. MS.) Mintinge to goon in to foreine derknesses. 
¢ 1430 Lype. 17ix. Poems 234 This is the name that chaceth 
away the clips Of foreyn dirkenesse. P 

+b. Concerned with matters at a distance from 
home ; outside ; opposed to domestic. Obs. 

1605 in Aschzologia (1800) XIII. 316 [The steward] is 
to see into all offices, soe well forraine, as at home. a@ 1619 
Foruersy A theo, 1. xiii. § 1 (1622) 348 By writing, we may 
giue direction for our foraine Businesses, though we stay 
at home: and for our domestical, though we be abroad. 

+e. nonce-use. ? Excluded, kept away (from 


court, or from employment in affairs). 

The sense is doubtful: it may be ‘resident abroad’ (cf. 7), 
or ‘outside the circle of one’s intimate friends’ (cf. 2b). 

1613 Suaxs. Hen. VIII, us. ii. 129 You enuide him; And 
fearing he would rise.. Kept him a forraigne man still. 

2. Belonging to other persons or things; not 
one’s own; =L. alenus. Now rare. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. pr. iv. 9 (Camb. MS.) For nede 
of foreyne moneye [mistranslation of eis alient necessitate, 
‘through pressure of debt ’]. /dzd. 11. pr. v. 32 (Camb. MS.) 
Fortune ne shal neuer makyn bat swyche thynges ben thyne, 
pat nature of thinges hath maked foreyne fro the. 1633 G. 
Hersert Tenple, Church Porch \xi, Keep all thy native 
good, and naturalize All forrain of that name; but scorn 
their ill. 1733 Pore Ass. Man m1. 21 Nothing is foreign ; 
parts relate to whole. 1851 Hussey Pagal Poweri. 35 The 
interference of Bishops in foreign Sees. 

+b. Not of one’s household or family. Ods. 

1604 Suaks. O/h, iv. iii. 89 They .. powre our Treasures 
into forraigne laps. 1608 — Per. iv. i. 34, I loue the king 
your father..with more then forraine heart. 

+e, Of possessions, expenses: Other than per- 
sonal. Ods. 

1589 Purtennam Eng. Poesiet, xviii. (Arb.) 53 Quick cattel 
being the first property of any forreine possession. I say 
forreine, because alway men claimed property in their 
apparell and armour, and other like things made by their 
owne..industry. 1721 StrypE Eecl. Mem. I. 1. li, 260 
To have their foreign expences after the rate of 100 7. a year. 

3. Proceeding from other persons or things. 

c1374 Cuaucer Boeth. ul. pr, iii. 55 (Camb. MS.) Than 
.-hath a man nede to seken hym foreyne helpe by whyche 
he may deffende hys moneye? 1561 T. Norton Calvin's 


A chamber foreign: 
Foreign darkness = 


-Inst,1. 16 The truthe is then set free from all douting, when 


not vpholden by forayne aides it self alone sufficeth to sus- 
teine it self. 1659 Hammonp Ox Ps. Pref. § 3. 2 For this.. 
we must appeal to forreign testimonies. 1712 BLAcKMORE 
Creation 1. 395 Machines .. Move by a foreign impulse, not 








FOREIGN. 


their own. 1834 Mrs, Somervitte Connect. Phys, Sc. x. 
(1849) 81 If the system be not deranged by a foreign cause, 

4. Alien in character; not related to or con- 
cerned with the matter under consideration ; irre- 
levant, dissimilar, inappropriate. Now only const. 


SJrom, to. 

1393 Gower Conf. I. 279 A vice foreine fro the lawe. 1622 
Catxis Stat, Sewers (1647) 103 The Lord of the Copyhold is 
not to be taxed for the Soil of the Copyhold: for although 
he might come to it by forfeiture committed, yet that is 
a forain possibility. 16653 GLANvILL Scepsis Scz. 64 Our 
Author's sense and interpretation seems to me .. forraign, 
arbitrary, and unnatural, 1672 Marvett Reh. Transp. 1.118 
This is a matter forreign to my Judicature. 17ox Swirt 
Sacramental Test Wks. 1755 11.1. 128 This design is not 
so foreign from some people’s thoughts. 1724 A. CoLLins 
Gr. Chr. Relig. 193 To tell the woman Ye worship ye know 
not what relates..to a matter wholly foreign. 1735 BERKE- 
LEY Def. Free-think. in Math. § 42 All you have been saying 
..is quite foreign to the argument. 1756 Burke Sud. § B, 
ut. vi, To leave these foreign examples; if beauty in our own 
species was annexed to use, men would be much more lovely 
than women. 1821 Lamp A/a Ser. 1. Grace bef. Meat, [The 
diet] least stimulative to appetite, leaves the mind most free 
for foreign considerations. 1828 Scotr F. MZ. Perth xix, 
However foreign to his nature and disposition. 1873 HELrs 
Anim. & Mast. i. (1875) 16 A purpose foreign from his 
pursuits, ? 

5. Introduced from outside ; not belonging to the 
place in which it is found; esp. in Surgical use, of 
substances embedded in tissues of the body. 

162t Burton Azat. Mel. u. ii, mt. (1651) 262 Excluding 
forrain aire and winds. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 334 A Forreign 
Spirit, stronger and more eager than the Spirit of the Body. 
1664 Powrr Lf. Philos. 1. 133 Yet in its dilation will admit 
of no aether or forrain Substance to enter the pores thereof. 
1767 Goocu Treat. Wounds 1. 123, I discovered, by the 
probe, this foreign body. 1770 PrirstLey in Phil. Trans. 
LX. 204 Part of the electric matter natural to the body 
must be repelled, to make room for the foreign electricity. 
1875 Lyell’s Princ. Geol. 1. 1, xv. 331 Ahard chlorite rock 
equally foreign to the immediate neighbourhood. = 

6. a. Situated outside an estate, manor, district, 


parish, province, etc. 

[xz92 Britton 111. viii. § 5 Vivers foreyns.] 1495 Act 11 
Hen. VII, c. 7 Dwelling in a foren Shire. 1512 Act 4 
Hen. VIII, c. 4 Preamb.,. Outlawries had ageynst theym in 
forreyn Counties. 1523 FirzHers. Suv. 3b, It is to be 
inquered of forren pastures that is comyn..what the lorde 
may haue in the same. 1676 DeGGr Parson's Counsellor 
11. v. 166 To be imployed in a Forrain Parish. 1885 E. B. 
Ivars Railw. Managem. 547 To the employees of railway 
‘A’ all other railways in respect to traffic are ‘ foreign’. 


b. Belonging to or coming from another district, 


county, society, etc. 
¢1460 in Exg. Gilds (1870) 317 Ye schall couer no foren 
stranger yn no wys under yor franches. 1568 GRAFTON 
Chron. 11. 437 The markethouse..was buylded for the free- 
sale of the foreyn Boocher, and of the foreyn Fishmonger. 
¢1638 Order Priv. Counc.in Penkethman Artach. Hijb, 
The forreigne Bakers which bring their Bread to be sold in 
the market of any Citie. 1891 Daily News 18 Sept. 3/3 
There has been a great demand for foreign labour in Kent, 
1895 Guardian 6 Mar. 363/3 The foreign examiners [at 
Durham] are the Regius Professor of Hebrew, Oxford, and 
the Dixie Professor of Ecclesiastical History, Cambridge. 
+e. ? Dealing with matters outside (the manor). 
1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4465/6 In the Hands of the foreign 
Bailiff of Dudley. 


7. Situated outside the country ; not in one’s own 
land. 


In this and the following senses, the word is in British use 
not applied to parts of the United Kingdom, nor, ordinarily, 
to British colonies chiefly inhabited by English-speaking 
people. Inthe U. S.the designations of foreign corpora- 
tion, foreign port, are sometimes applied to those belonging 
to other States of the Union. 

1393 Gower Conf, II. 160 [Isles] that fro the lond forein 
Leie open to the wynd al plein. /ézd. III. 185 A place, 
Which is forein out in an ile, ¢1zq400 MAuNDEV. (1839) xvii. 
183 Whan men gon be3onde tho iourneyes, toward Ynde and 
to the foreyn Yles. c1450 Merlin 577 Kynge Alein of the 
forayn londes. 1524 Act 14 ¢ 15 Hen. V/I/, c. t Preamb., 
The said outwarde and foren regions. 1611 Heywoop Gold, 
Age. Wks. 1874 III. 9 Whil’st I in forreigne Kingdomes 
search my Fate. 1700 WALLIs in Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) 
I, 313 Insome forain universities, 1875 Jowetr Pla‘o (ed. 2) 
III. 385 In some foreign clime which is.. beyond our ken. 
1888 Bryce Amer. Comm. II. xxxviii. 63 They usually 
talk of corporations belonging to other States as ‘foreign’. 

8. Pertaining to, characteristic of, or derived from 
another country or nation; not domestic or native. 

1447 BokenHam Seyntys (Roxb.) 29, Iam but foreyn in 
this cuntre. 1535 in Ellis Ovzg. Lett. Ser. m. II. 325 No 
more jurisdiction wt in this realme than anie oodre foreyne 
bisshoppe. 1579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 7 To build his 
suretie vpon forreine strength, seeing he had no confidence 
in his owne forces. 1611 Hrywoop Gold. Age 1. Wks. 1874 
III. 8 If my owne land proue thus vnnaturall I’le purchase 
forraine aid. 1655 H. VauGuan Silex Scint. 1. Pref. (1858) 5 
Plentifully furnished with various Foraign Vanities. 1676 
Hosses //iad Pref. (1686) 2 Forein words. 1709 STEELE 
Tatler No. 49? 9 The Foreign Ministers residing at the 
Hague. 19771 Funius Lett. lix. 308 A foreign force. .actually 
landed upcn our coast. 1832 Lewis Use § Ad, Pol. Terms 
iii. 32 The foreign and native biaciogasa & 1849 Hare 
Serm. IL. 435 The plan sprang up in the heart of a forein 
king. 1875 H. James 2X. Hudson iv. 140 She spoke with 
a vague foreign accent. 

b. transf. Unfamiliar, strange. 

1881 ILtincwortu Serm. in Coll. Chapel 74 Such language 
may be a little foreign, but the experience is universal. — 

9. Carried on or taking place abroad, into or with 
other countries. 

1548 Hau Chron., Hen, VI (an. 32) 167 When foren warre 


FOREIGN. 


and outward battailes, were brought to an ende. 1576 
Fieminc Panopl. Epist. 176 To take on mee a forreigne 
voyage. 1632 SANDERSON Servi. 475 A forraigne Invasion 
abroad. 1653 WALTON Azgler i. 32 A man whose forraign 
imployments in the service of this Nation, and [etc.]. 1810 
C. James Milt. Dict. (ed. 3), Foreign Service. .any service 
done out of the limits of Great Britain, Ireland..etc. 1840 
Matcom 7av. 34/1 The foreign trade is extinct. 

10. Dealing with matters concerning other coun- 
tries. Foreign Office: the department of the ‘ Se- 
cretary of State for Foreign Affairs’; the building 
in which the business of this department is carried 
on. Also, intended for use in transactions or cor- 
respondence with other countries, as in forezgn dz/1 


(see quot. 1766), foreign letter-paper. 

1655 Sir E. Nicuoras in WV. Papers (Camden) II. 241 
Other furraine newes I heare not. 1659 MAarveLt Corr. 
Wks. 1872-5 II. 12 John Milton, Esqire, Secretarye for the 
Forrain affaires. 1682 Scarterr Hxchanges 15 So are 
usually all Forreign Bills. 1745 De Foe’s Eng. Tradesman 
Introd. (1841) I. 2 Such as carry on foreign correspondences. 
1767 BLACKSTONE Commz. II. xxx. 467 These bills [of ex- 
change] are either foreign, or inland foreign, when drawn 
by a merchant residing abroad upon his correspondent in 
England or vice versa. 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Result 
Wks, (Bohn) UI. 133 The foreign policy of England. 1859 
Sat. Rev. VIII. 62/2 The army and the Foreign Office 
have, to a certain extent, escaped the constitutionalizing 
process, 1892 E. Reeves Homeward Bound 113 No con- 
tribution to exceed six pages of foreign note paper. 

ll. Law. Foreign apposer, attachment (see the 
sbs.); foreign answer, matter, plea, service (see 
quots. 1607). + Foreign intent: a constructive 
sense not implied in the wording of the instrument 
to be interpreted ; opposed to common intent. 

1512 Act 4 Hen. VIII, c. 2 Of feyned and untrew Foreyn 
pleyes triable in foreyn Countes. 1607 Cowett /uterpr. 
s.v., Forein aunswer .. such an answer, as is not triable 
in the countie where it is made. [With a reference to 
Act 15 Hen. VI, c. 5, which reads: Jesques au temps que 
chescun des ditz foreins severalx responses soit trie.] 1607 
CowE tt Interpr., Forein Apposer (forinsecarum oppositor). 
Ibid., Forein attachment (attachiamentum forinsecum). 
Lbid., Forein mater..mater triable in another countie. Jdzd., 
Forein-plea..a refusal of the ludge as incompetent, because 
the mater in hand was not within his precincts. ézd., 
Forein seruice..such service, whereby a meane Lord holdeth 
ouer of another, without the compasse of his owne fee. .or 
else that which a tenant performeth..out of the fee. 21626 
Bacon Max. § Uses Com. Law x. (1636) 43 The graunts of 
acommon person .. shall be extended as well to a forrein 
intent as toacommon intent. 1685 Kresre Kine’s Bench 
Rep. II. 132 The Defendant pleads a forein attachment in 
London of soli, 1800 Durnrorp & East Cases King’s 
Bench VIII. 417 A foreign attachment in the Mayor’s court 
at the suit of the plaintiff. 


+912. Used to translate L. forensis: Made in 


open court, public. 

¢1374 CHaucer Boeth. ui. pr. ili. 55 (Camb. MS.) For 
whennes comyn elles alle thyse foreyne compleyntes. _ 

13. quasi-adv. (To fit, go, sazl, etc.) foreign, i.e. 
for foreign parts. (aut. collog.) 

1829 Marryar /. Mildimay v, We were ordered to fit 
foreign. 1840 — Poor $ack xiii, In consequence of our 
being about to sail foreign. 1844 J. T. HewLerr Parsons 
& W. xix, But the captain is going foreign, is he not? 

14. Comé. Chiefly locative and parasynthetic, as 
Joreign-built, -foliaged, -going, -looking, -made, 
-manned, | -nationed, -owned, -wrought adjs. 

1678 in Marvell Growth Popery 64 The Agatha, *Foreign 
built, 250 Tuns. 1890 Botprewoop Col. Reform. (1891) 54 
The vast *foreign-foliaged, primeval forests. 1863 H. Cox 
Instit. 11. v. 658 Masters and mates of *foreign-going 
vessels. 1830 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1v. (1863) 213 A 
dark, sallow, *foreign-looking personage. 1895 Dazly News 
15 June 5/4 *Foreign-made machinery. 1599 R. LincHE 
Fount. Anc. Fict. Hjb, The vncertaine steps of *forren- 
nationed pilgrimes. 1878 A. L. Perry lem. Pol. Econ. 
556 American-built but *foreign-owned ships. 1513 More 
in Grafton Chron, (1568) II. 808 Lawes. .agaynst..*forreign 
wrought wares. 

B. quasi-sd. and sé. 

+1, =Forricner 1. Also,a foreign vessel. Obs. 

1330 R. Brunne Chrox. (1810) 322 Pe tounes, be countes, 
pe foreyns alle aboute, To be kyng felle on knes. 1429 
Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 143 Outrayeng foreyns that cam 
from Babilon. 1509 Barctay Shyp of Folys (1570) 197 Of 
these false forrains renneth so great a bande Vnto our 
shippes, that [etc.]. 1612 Brerewoop Lang. § Relig. iii. 
19 Ambassages..or whatsoever other business of the pro- 
vincials, or forraigns. 1643 Decl. Lords §& Com., Reb. [re- 
Zand 50 They took yesterday a Forrain laden with deales. 

+b. One not a citizen, or more particularly not 
a member of the guild, a stranger, an outsider. 
c1350 in Aug. Gilds (1870) 361 3ef a foreyne empledy be 
tebynge. 1487 in Ann. Barber-Surg. Lond. (x890) 581 Ye 
shall not admytt eny foren to be of this misterie. 1540 
Hyrve tr. Vives’ Instr. Chr. Wom. (1592) Nvj, For 
citicens favour more one another, than they do forrains. 


+2. Short for chambre foreine (see A.1). Obs. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 7436 Ful foule ys bat 
forreyne Pat ys comoun for al certeyne. ¢1385 CHAUCER 
L. G. W, 1962 Ariadne, The tour .. Was ioyning in the 
walle to a foreyne. 1505 in Gage Thingoe Hundred 140 
To be wrought with calion and breke, with foreyns and other 
necessaries. 1570 Levins JZanip. 201/8 A Forayne, forica. 


3. That part of a town which lies outside the 


borough or the parish proper. Now Jocal. 

1668 Por Staffordsh. viil. § 82. 314 All the Villages and 
Hamlets belonging thereunto [Walsall] .. which they call 
the forraigne. 1782 Nasu Worcestersh. I1. 39 The in- 
habitants of the foreign of Kidderminster, so called to 
distinguish them from the inhabitants of the borough. 
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1856 Gitew Walsall 3 The parish is in two townships, 
called the Borough and Foreign. 1875 Sussex Gloss. s. v. 
Foreigner, At Rye..that part of the parish which lies out of 
the boundary of the corporation, is called the Foreign of Rye. 

b. £7. The outer court of a monastery ; also, the 
space immediately outside the monastic precincts. 
Obs., but surviving as proper name in various 
places where monasteries existed. 

1668 Witkes Plan Canterbury cited in Willis Monast. 
Canterb, (1869) 152 Y¢ forrins. 1799 Hastep Kent IV. 575 
The space of ground wzthout or foreign to it [the jurisdic- 
tion of the church] called #he Foreigus, now vulgarly the 
Follings. 1872 Gloss. Eccl. Terms (ed. Shipley), Foreign 
Court..Also called Foreigns. 

4. In foreign: abroad. 

ce1618 FLercHer Q. Corinth ur. i, One that hath As 
people say in forraigne pleasur’d him. 

Hence Fo'reignly adv.; Fo*reignness. 

161r Cotcr., Peregrinité..forrainenesse. 1661 Boye 
Style of Script. (1675) 249 The forreignness and obscurity 
of some texts. 1876 Gro. Exior Daz. Der.t. v. 32 His 
English had little foreignness except its fluency. 1880 
J. Cairv PAzlos. Relig. vi. 169 When a being or object 
reveals itself to feeling, it, so to speak, loses any vestige of 
foreignness or estrangement. 1880 G, Merepitu 77vag. 
Com. ix. 169 He rose out of his amazement .. foreignly be- 
holding himself. 

+ Foreign, v. 0ds.—° [f. prec.] (See quot.) 

1598 Fiorio, Hsternare, to alienate, estrange, forraine. 

Foreigneer, v. vulgar. [f. FOREIGN + -EER 
(marking contempt). Cf. electioneer vb.] Only 
in Foreignee‘ring v0/. sb. attv7b., concerned with 
foreign matters ; also Af/. a. foreign, like a foreigner. 

1827 Sporting Mag. X1X. 194 Since I sent you a despatch 
on foreigneering business, 1841 Blackw. Mag. Apr. 501 
There is no teaching these foreigneering fellows the proper 
usage of their parts of speech. 1890 Hatt Caine Bonduian 
I. iv. 65 The sailor was like..a foreigneering sort of man in 
a skin cap and long stockings. 

Foreigner (fgréna1). [f. FoREIGN a. + -uR 1] 

1. A person born in a foreign country ; one from 
abroad or of another nation; an alien. 

In ordinary use chiefly applied to those who speak a 
foreign language as their native tongue; thus in England 
the term is not commonly understood to include Americans. 

1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton) 1v. xxxvili. (1859) 64 They 
were straunge foreyners, nought of his propre peple. 1526 
Pilzr, Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 302 Whome that foreyner & 
straunger Pylate wolde oftentymes..haue delyuered. 1561 
T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. 1v. 138, I am here a foriner and 
stranger, as all my fathers were. 1637 Decree Star Chamb. 
§ 12 in Milton's Areop. (Arb.) 15 That no..forreigner..be 
suffered to bring in..any booke or bookes printed beyond 
the seas. 1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3916/3 Having reviewed 
all the Horse and Foot under his Command, as well English 
as Foreigners. 1835 THirLwatt Greece I. vii. 268 Besides 
the Dorians, there were foreigners of other nations. 


b. transf. Some thing produced or brought from 


abroad ; esp. a foreign vessel. 

1677 Por Ox/fordsh. 148 Beside what I have seen amongst 
forreigners [plants] in Gardens, 1716 Appison Frecholder 
No. 22 3 The lemons, the brandy, the sugar, and the nutmeg, 
were all foreigners. 1823 ScorEesBy Frnl. Whale Fishery 
68 Nine or ten ships were assembled. .none of them followed 
us, excepting a foreigner, /did. 419 The black rat and the 
common mouse are enumerated .. but both these are for- 
eigners imported by the shipping. 189x Dazly News 
21 Nov. 5/3 The failure of the English walnut crop has 
enhanced the price of ‘ foreigners’. 

2. One of another county, parish, etc. ; a stranger, 
outsider. In early use esp, one not a member of 
any particular guild, a non-freeman.. Now aza/. 

14.. Customs of Malton in Surtees Misc. (1890) 59 Yffe 
any man ..als wele a foraner as Burges, be sommonyd to 
any cowrte. c1460 in Axg. Gilds (1870) 317 Ye shall not.. 
counsell any forynar to dwell wtyn pe franschys of this 
craft. 1565 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) 1.75 No 
foreigner, as men of Bolton, Blackburne or any other 
places. 1676 Decce Parson's Counsellor 1, v. 166 There 
is no difference between the Case of a Parishioner and a 
Forrainer, where [etc.]. 1700 Grassmzens? Acc. (Surtees) 96 
If any Forraner or Freeborn come. 1855 Mrs. GaskELt 
North & S. xvii, ‘Yo’re just a foreigner, and nothing more’, 
said he, contemptuously. ‘ Much yo know about it.’ 1875, 
Sussex Gloss., Foreigner, a stranger, a person who comes 
from any other county but Sussex. ; 

+3. fig. A stranger, outsider; a little-known 
person; varely, a person other than oneself (cf. 


FOREIGN a. 2). Obs. 

1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. i. (1594) 75 He, that 
would not be a stranger to the universe, an alien to felicity, 
and a foreiner to himself. 1597 Hooxer Zccd. Pol. v. 
Ixviii. § 1 Forreiners and strangers from the Church of 
God. 1621 Burton Anat, Mel. ut. iii. 1. i. (1651) 59 
Jealousie is..a fear or doubt, lest any forrainer should 
participate or share with him in his love. 1641 Denuam 
Sophy v. 52 Joy is such a forrainer, So meere a stranger to 
my thoughts, I know Not how to entertaine him. 

Foreignism (fp'réniz’m). [f. as prec. + -18M.] 

1. The imitation of what is foreign. 

1879 Sir G. Scotr Recollect. v. 202, In my essays. .I do not 
recollect any tendency toforeignism. 1892 Review of Kev. 
Aug. 165 Journalists in the German language encourage 
foreignism. : a 

An idiom, phrase, or term of foreign origin. 

1877 Congregationalist (U. S.) 15 Aug. (Cent.), That he 
[Miles Coverdale] left in his Bible some few foreignisms .. 
is not surprising. 1887 L. Swinsurne in Scribner's Mag. 
II. 508 It is astonishing, indeed, how many of these 
foreignisms have crept into the common speech. 


Foreignize (igréneiz), v. [f. as prec. + -12E.] 
l. intr. To grow or become foreign; to take 
after, or display a resemblance to, foreign types. 








FOREKNOW. 


@1661 Futter Worthies, Warwick (1662) 129 marg., Our 
Countryman Pits did foranize with long living beyond the 
Seas. 1860 Lcclestologist XXI. 179 The style of course 
foreignizes. ; 

2. trans. To render foreign; to refashion after 
foreign models ; to give a foreign air to. 

1832 Fraser's Mag. V. 372 Instructors... have sought .. to 
foreignise our people. 186 G. Merepitu 2. Harrington 
lL. iii. 37 Her sisters said she was ‘foreignised’ over- 
much. 1894 Mation (N.Y.) LVIII. 360/3 We needlessly 
foreignize our tongue by multiplying the single f Z, and v 
endings. A 3 

+ Fo:re-ima‘gine, v. Obs. [f. Forn- pref.+ 
IMAGINE v.] ¢vans. To imagine beforehand. 

160z [see the Zf/. a.] 1603 Fiorio Montaigne 1. xxiii. 
(1632) 55, I am fully perswaded you fore-imagine what I will 
charge you with. 1624 Br. Hat, Heaven upon Earth § 3 
To .. fore-imagine the worst in all casuall matters. 

Hence Fore-imagined f//.a. So Fore-imagina- 
tion, something imagined beforehand. 

1602 Carew Eng. Tongue (1723) 11 A fore-imagined possi- 
bilitie. 1625 Donne Se77z. Ixvi. 667 All that is well done 
. .is..done according to Preconceptions, Fore-imaginations. 


Fore-inclined, -instruct, etc.: see Forr-. 


Fo:ve-inte’nd, v. [f. Forn- pref] trans. To 
intend beforehand. Hence Fo‘re-intended Z//. a. 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 249 Shee was put from the 
bias of her fore-intended lesson. 1622 WiTHER J/istr., 
Philar. Wks. (1633) 635 What the Fates doe fore-intend, 
They never change againe. 1641 Best Harm. Bhs. (Sur- 
tees) 90 That hee give him notice what is to bee done or 
foreintended. 1866 G. Macponatp Azn. Q. Neighd. xv. 
(1878) 325 Whether she foreintended her following conduct. 


+ Fove-intent. Oés. [f. Forn- pref. + INTENT. ] 
A pre-arranged purpose. 

1627-77 Fectuam Resolves 1. |xxxiii. 127 One may fail me 
by accident, but the other will do it out of fore-intent. 
Forejudge (fo1dzv'dz), v. Also 7 forjudge. 
[f. Forn- pref. + JupGE v.] 

1. trans. To judge or determine beforehand or 
without a fair trial; to prejudge. Also abdsol. 

1561-80 [see the ZA/. a. and vdl. sd.]. 1647 CLARENDON 
Hist. Reb. 11. § 195 If his Majesty might take notice what 
3ills were passing in either House, and declare His Own 
opinion, it was to forejudge Their Counsels. 1656 in 
Burton's Diary (1828) 1. 215 We ought not to forejudge the 
petition. 1860 Exricorr Life Our Lord iv. 174 Pharisees 
whom Judza and Jerusalem .. had sent forth to forejudge 
and to condemn. Y we 

+2. To form a judgement or opinion of before- 


hand. Also zz¢r. with of Obs. 

1603 Sir C. Hrypon fad. Astrol. To Rdr. 7 They rashely 
foreiudge what I thinke. a@x716 SoutH Sev. (1717) V. 300 
Those false Rates and Grounds, by which Men generally 
fore-judge of the Issue or Event of Actions. 1734 W. 
Girrarp Case Midwif. \vii. 129, 1..prepared to attempt the 
delivery, forejudging the inconveniencies I might meet with. 
1792 G. WasuincTon Le?t. Writ. 1891 XII. 177 Some in- 
fallible rule by which we could fore-judge events. 

3. (See quot.) 

161z Cotcr., Prejuger, to..foreiudge; to rule, or direct 
the opinion of Judges by a former iudgement. 

Hence Foreju'dged f//. a.; Foreju'dging vd/. 
sb. and ffl. a. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1v. 54 The determination 
of the Councell may haue his force, and be as a foreiudged 
sentence, and yet not hinder the aforesaid examination. 
1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps. xiii. 8 This proud vaunting 
rose of .. malicious forejudging. 1580 SipNEyY Arcadia v. 
(1598) 433 If you will suffer attentiue iudgement and not fore- 
sedene passion, to bee the waigher of my wordes. 163g 
Forp Broken H. ww. iii, Cleave not my heart .. With your 
fore-judging fears. 

Forejudge: see ForsupDGE. 

Forejudgement (foe1dzu'dgmént). Also 6 
for-. [f. Fore pref. + JUDGEMENT: cf. prec.] 

1. Judgement determined or formed beforehand. 

1548 UpALt, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark Pref. 3a, It is not 
my part to make any ones title either better or worse with 
my fore-iudgment. 159r SPENSER J/udzopotmos 320 All the 
Gods. . Did surely deeme the victorie his due: But seldome 
seene, forejudgment proveth true. 1862 Sewarp in Saz. Rev. 
(1863) 404 The only foreign nation steadily contributing 
in every indirect way possible to verify its forejudgment. 

+ 2. A judgement previously pronounced ; a judi- 
cial precedent. Ods. 

1599 Biunpevite Art Logic iv. iii. 104 What call you 
Foreiudgementes or Ruled Cases? They bee iudgementes 
or sentences heretofore pronounced, whereby Iudges take 
example to giue like iudgement in like cases. 

Fore-keel, -king, -knee, -knight: see FoRz-. 

Foreknow (foeimdu), v. Also 6 forknow. 
[f. Forn- pref. + Know v.] a. trans. To know 
beforehand, have previous knowledge of. 

1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 141 Before all tymes, I was 
forknowen and ordeyned of god to be made. 1680 ALLEN 
Peace & Unity 16 St. Paul .. fore-knew there would be 
Heresies among them. 1732 BrrKELey Serv. to Soc, Prop, 
Gosp. Wks. III. 239 Are not the times and seasons fore- 
known only to God? 1817 SHettey To Ollier 11 Dec, 
You .. foreknew all that these people would say. 1855 
Kinestey Westw. Ho! (1889) 5/1 He foreknew it would 
give her pain. i 

absol, 1734 Epwaros Freed. Will u. xi. (ed. 4) 138 If God 
does not fore-know, he cannot foretell. 

b. zxtr. To have previous knowledge of. 

1703 Rowe Uyyss. 1. i. 858 Thetis. . Wept for her Son, fore- 
knowing of his Fate. 

Hence Foreknow'n //. a.; Foreknow‘ing v4/. 
sb, and fp/. a. (whence Foreknow'ingly adv.). 

55—2 


FOREKNOWLEDGE. 


Also + Foreknow‘able a., that may be foreknown ; 
++ Foreknow’er, one who foreknows. 

1374 Cuaucer 7voylus 1. 79 This Calkas..for to departen 
softely Took purpos ful this forknowinge wyse. 1423 Jas. I. 
Kingis Q. cxlix, Fortune is .. strangest evermore Quhare 
leste foreknawing .. Is in the man. 1450-1530 JZyrr. our 
Ladye 4 Hauynge her endelesly as presente in the syghte of 
hys Godly forknowynge. 1548 UDALL, etc. Eras. Par. 
Matt. xxv. 34 God the foreknower of al thinges. 1562 
J. Heywoop Prov. § Epigr. (1867) 115 The fore knowne ill to 
man, would call Fore felt greefe, of fore knowne vnrest. 
1647 Jer. Taytor Lib. Proph. xiil. 198 He does very im- 

rudently serve his ends who seeingly and fore-knowingly 
oses his life in the prosecution of them. a@ 1660 HamMonD 
Third let. Prescience §75 Wks. 1674. 1. 598 The foreknower 
is not cause ofall that are foreknown. 1667 Mitton ?. L. x1. 
773 Evil.. Which neither his foreknowing can prevent. 
1678 Cupwortu /ntel/. Syst. 712 We cannot but grant such 
things therefore to be foreknowable. 1849 Grore Greece 
11. Ixviii. (1862) VI. 143 Foreknowing and consistent agents. 
1860 Pusey Min. Proph. 259 That regularity itself of God’s 
creation sets forth those other foreknown operations of God. 

Foreknowledge (foemp'lédz). [f. Forn- pre/. 
+ KNOWLEDGE.] Knowledge of an event, etc. be- 
fore it exists or happens; prescience. 

1535 CovERDALE Fudith ix. 6 Thy iudgmentes are done 
in thy euerlastinge fore knowlege. 1555 EpEN Decades 
Contents (Arb.) 45 The foreknowleage that the poet Seneca 
had of the fyndynge of the newe worlde. 1667 Mitron 
P, L. 1, 118 If I foreknew, Foreknowledge had no influence 
on their fault, 1729 Butter Sev. Wks. 1874 II. Pref. 19 
It is not foreknowledge of the punishment which renders us 
obnoxious to it. 1847 Grore Greece u. xi, III. 139 Money 
lent with the foreknowledge that the borrower will be unable 
torepayit. 1863 Dicey /ederal St. II. 210 [An astrologer 
promises to] give to the public a fore-knowledge of all the 
general affairs through life. 

Hence Foreknow'ledged A#/. a., known before- 
hand as liable Zo, destined fo. Obs.—} 

1577 tr. Bullinger’s Decades (1592) 643 Thou art .. fore- 
knowledged, as they saye, to damnation. 

Forel, forrel (fp'rél). Forms: 3-6 forel, (5 
furel), 5-7 forell(e, 7 forrell, foroll, 9 for(r)el, 
forrill. [a. OF. forrel, fourrel (Fr. fouwrreau), dim. 
f. forre, fuerre case, sheath, etc. (see Fur sd.).] 

1. +a. A sheath (0ds.). +b. A case or box (obs.). 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 15791 (Cott.) O be forel asuerd he drogh. 
2a1430 Wyclif’s ¥ob xx. 25 Out of his shethe, or out of 
the furel. 1578 Lyte Dodoens v1. 1xi. 737 The fruit [of Date 
tree]. .lapped ina certayne long and brode forrell or covering. 

ec, A case or covering in which a book or manu- 
script is kept, or into which it is sewn. Now dal. 

1393 Lancr. P. P2. C. xvi. 103 And take his felawe to 
wittnesse, What he fond in a forel of a freres lyuynge. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 171/2 Forelle, to kepe yn a boke, 
Jorulus. 1519 Horman Vzlg. 84 b, I hadde leuer haue my 
boke sowed in a forel: than bounde in bourdis. 1823 SZ. 
Papers Hen. VIII, V1. 134 His letters shalbe enclosed in a 
forel directed to the Treasorer. 1825 J. JENNINGS Odserv. 
Dial. West Eng. 38 Forrel, the cover of a book. 1893 
Wiltsh. Gloss., Forel, the..cover of a book. 

2. A kind of parchment dressed to look like vel- 


lum, used for covering books (now only for account- 
books). 

1549 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Colophon, No manner of 
persone shall sell this present book, unbounde, above the 
price of two shillynges and two-pence ; and bounde in forell 
for iis. xd. 1824 J. Jonnson Tyfogr. II. 529 The tympans 
are covered with vellum, forrels, or parchment. 

attrib, 1883 Kerry's St. Lawr. Reading 203 Good paper 
—forel binding. 

3. A selvedge or border. 

1691 Lond. Gaz. No. 2653/4 A Crimson Piece of Spanish 
Cloth 23 yards long..with a yellow Foroll and a White 
List. 1697 Jdid. No. 3316/4 Three pieces of Super-fine 
Black Cloath for Men’s ware, marked with..D. Chance in 
length in the Forell. 1774 Act 14 Geo. III, c. 25 Frauds 
are frequently committed .. by taking off..the..Forrel or 
other Marks, of..Cloth. 1847 HaLLiweELL, Forre/, the bor- 
der ofa handkerchief. West. 1886 ELwortny W. Somerset 
Word-bk., Forrel, the stripe which is woven across the ends 
of a piece of cloth to show that it is a whole piece. 

+ Forel, fo'rrel, v. Ods. [f.prec. sb.] zvans. 
To cover with a ‘forel’. Hence Fo‘relled f/. a. 

1642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St, wu. xxiv. 227 The second 
edition of the Temple .. as it.was new forrelled and filleted 
with gold by Herod. 1696 E. Budleigh Churchw. Acc. in 
Trans, Devonsh, Assoc. (1892) XXIV. 264 P4 for a great 
foreld booke oo, 05. o. 

Foreland (foe1lind). Forms: 4 forlonde, 
(farlande), 5-7 forland(e, (7 furland), 6 fore- 
londe, -lande, 5- foreland. [f. Forn- pref + 
Lanp. Cf. Du. voorland; also Icel. forlendi land 
between hills and the sea.] 

1. A cape, headland or promontory. 

13.. Gaw. § Gr. Kut. 699 Alle pe iles of Anglesay on lyft 
half he haldez, & farez ouer pe fordez by pe for-londez. 
?ax1400 Morte Arth. 880 See 3e 30ne farlande with 30ne two 
fyrez. a1490 Boroner /¢iz. (Nasmith 1778) 153 Unum for- 
land vocat. le Holyhede. 1535 Srewart Cron. Scot. 1. 374 
The schippis draif on forland and on craigis. 1551 REcoRDE 
Cast. Knowl. (1556) 83 The great forelonde of Affrike, com- 
monly called the cape of Good hope. 1671 NARBoROUGH 
Frnt. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 24 At the face of this 
Foreland lie six rocky Islands. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 
I, 117 A cape, which..he [Frobisher in 1576] called Queen 
Elizabeth’s Foreland. 1876 L. Morris Epic Hades (1878) 35 
To where the wave-worn foreland ends the bay. 

2. A strip of land in front of something. 

a. (See quots.) 

1580-1 Act 23 Eliz. c. 13. § 2 Certeyne Shelves and Fore- 

landes.,lyeng betwene the Walles and Boundes of the said 
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Marshes .. and the River of Thames. 1795 J. PHILLIrs 
Hist, Inland Navig. Add. 178 The forelands on the north 
side also are not to be less than thirty feet wide. 1807 
Trans. Soc. Arts XXVI. 35 By the erection of a new bank 
or sea wall they get a foreland to their former estate. 1867 
Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Foreland..a space left between 
the base of acanal bank, and an adjacent drainage cut or 
river, so as to favour the stability of the bank. 
b. Fortif. (See quot. 1853.) 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., Foreland .. the same with 
Berme. 1917 tr. Fresier's Voy. S. Sea 93 A Berm, or Fore- 
land, being a small space of Ground between the Wall and 
the Moat. 1853 StrocquELer Milit. Dict., Foreland..a 
confined space of ground between the rampart of a town 
or fortified place and the moat. . Now usually called a berm. 

3. Land or territory lying in front. 

1851 Kitto Bible Lllustr., Life & Death Our Lord 29, I 
looked towards the west, and beheld the forelands of Car- 
mel. 1870 Daily Tel. 22 Sept., Alsace and Lorraine. . will 
form a German foreland. 

+4, Sc. ‘A house facing the street, as distin- 


guished from one in a close or alley’ (Jam.). Ods. 

1489 Acta Audit. 149/2 A foreland of ane tennenment 
liand in be said Cannoungate. 

5. attrib., in + Loreland-men (see quot.). 

1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 19/4 The Foreland Men, viz. The 
Colliers of Sandwich, and the several Ports of Thanet, stay 
in expectation of Convoy. 

Forelay (foslé), v. [f. Forn- pref + Lay v.] 

1. ¢vans. To lie in wait for, waylay. Ods. exc. dial. 

1548 Hatt Chronx., Hen. IV, Introd. 9 He was forelayed 
and taken. 1603 HoLLanp Plutarch’s Mor. 667 For feare 
(quoth he) that I be forlaied by the way, and rifled by him. 
1700 DrypEN Palamon & A. 1. 493 An ambush’d thief fore- 
lays atraveller. 1887 Kentish Gloss., ore-lay, to waylay. 

+b. To lie in ambush about or near (a place). 

1563 GoLpING Cesar (1565) 80 b, Hys enemys might. .for- 
lay the wayes. 1611 SPEED 7st. Gt. Brit. vi. lii. (1632) 180 
His opposites had forelaid the country, and hemmed him 
about. 1683 Brit. Spec. 106 They had forelaid the Passages 
by land. 

ce. fig. To lay obstacles in the way of; to plot 
or take action against; to embarrass, frustrate, 
hinder, interfere with. Now vavre. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps.v. 11 The Lord .. forlayeth 
their craftynesse. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. iv. 58 Then 
Ebwith, and with her slides Srowy; which forelay Her pro- 
gresse. 1612-15 Be. Hatt Contempl., O. T. xx. ix, How 
cunningly doth he forelay their confidence. 1697 DrypEN 
Virgll x1. 78x With chosen Foot his Passage to forelay, 
And place an Ambush in the winding way. 1832 JoHN 
Bree Saint Herbert's Isle. vy, She would her own sweet 
peace forelay. 

2. To lay down or plan beforehand; to pre- 
arrange; with both material and immaterial 007s. 
Obs. exc. dial. 

1605 DaniEL Philotas Wks. (1717) 350 Envy will most 
cunningly forelay The Ambush of their Ruin. a@ 1619 
F. Davison Poet. Rhapsody (1826) II. 361 Privy snares my 
foes fore-lay. 1643 [ANncIER] Lanc. Vall. Achor 1 The 
wise God ..forelaid a double-foundation, of sin in the 
enemy, and humiliation inhis people. a1716 Sourn Servs. 
(1744) XI. 252 An excellent artificer, who in all his works 
of art, has forelaid in his mind a perfect model of his intended 
fabric. 1815 Mr. Fohn Decastro 1, 52 Thus the ground 
was forelaid for great rejoicing. 1876 in Whitby Gloss. 

Hence Forrelaid pf/.a.; Forelay‘ing v0/. sd. 

1600 Hotranp Livy v. xxviii. (1609) 199 There was no feare 
of ambushments and forelayings. 1640 Lp. J. Dicsy Sf. 
in Ho, Com. 9 Nov. 8, I levell at no man with a forelayd 
designe. 1643 Sir T. Browne Relig. Med. 1. § 16 The con- 
stituted and fore-laid principles of his Art. 1815 Myr. 
Fohn Decastro 1. 259 Thus far by way of .. forelaying of 
the ground. 


+ Foreleader. Ods. Also 4, 6 for-. [f. ForE- 
pref. + LeapER.] One who leads the advance; a 
chief or principal leader. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 14410 (Cott.) Moyses was pair for-leder. 
1535 Jove Afol. Tindale 18 Christe is the firste frutis and 
fore leader of them that sleap. 1576 Gascoicne Diet for 
Drunkards (1789) 17 Would God that we learned not, by the 
foreleaders before named, to charge and coniure each other 
vnto the pledge. 1611 SpeepD Hist. Gt. Brit. vu. v. § x 
Hengist for valour, policie, and strength, was the fore- 
leader. 1648 Herrick Hesfer, (1869) 326 Know, for truth, 
I meant You a fore-leader in this testament. 1876 Whitby 
Gloss,, Fooreleader, chief captain. 

Foreleg (foe'1leg; but the stress is variable). 
[f. ForE- pref. + Lec sb.] One of the front legs of 
a quadruped ; also, rarely one of the anterior limbs 
of a biped. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. (1692) 1079 A grete wulfe syttyn 
and embracyng the heed betwene his forleggys, 4 os 
Hawes Past. Pleas. xxxvu. iii, His forelegges latyn, and of 
fethers full. 1616 Suri. & Marku. Country Farme 133 
When a Horses neere fore-legge, and his neere hinder-legge 
.-are so fastened together. 1658 Ossporn Adv. Son (1673) 
83 A Carver at Court.. being laughed at by him [King James] 
for saying the wing of a Rabbit, maintained it as congruous 
as the fore-leg of a Capon, a Phrase used in Scotland. 1749 
Fieipine Tom Fores x1. il, The beast now unluckily making 
a false step, fell upon his fore-legs, 1862 Huxtry Lec?. 
Wrkg. Men 23 The foreleg of the Horse. 1875 W. S. Hay- 
warp Love agst. World 13 Though he got his fore legs well 
on the bank he was short with his hind ones. 

Fore-lend, -lie: see ForE- fref. 2 a, I. 

Fore-lift, -lighter, -line, etc.: see Forn- fre/. 

Forelive (fossli'v), v. [f. Forn- pref. + Live 
v.] trans. To live before another. 

1599 Danie Musophilus xii, All those great worthies of 
antiquity Which long forelived thee, and shall long survive. 
c¢ 1645 Howe tt Le?t, (1812) II. 530 They who fore-liv’d and 
preceded us may be called our Ancestors. 1805 SouTHEY 














FORELOOK. 


Madoc u. iii, Then do I forelive the race of men, So that 
the things that will be, are to me Past. 
b. zntr. (or absol.) 

1839 Battery Feséus xix. (1848) 208 Some believed .. that 
the soul. .had forelived in Heaven. 

Fore‘lle [a. Ger. forel/e.] A kind of trout. 

1881 BLAcKMoRE Christowedl, I. xvii. 268, I dare say, he 
doesn’t know a trout from a Forelle. [1891 G. Merepiru 
One of our Cong, II. iv. 88 Fresh foredlen for lunch.] 

Forelock (foe1lgk), sd.1 Also 5-7 forlock. 
[f. Forn- pref. + Lock sé."] 

+1. a. ?Some piece of horse-harness. 


quot. 1889.) Ods. 

1467 Mann. & Househ. Exp. (1841) 408 My mastyr paid 
for mendynge of a forlokke, j.d. 1889 Cent. Dict., FKore- 
dock, in medieval armor, a clasp or catch serving to hold 
the helm, or in some cases the beaver or the mentonniére, 
to the gorgerin or breast-plate in front. 


2. A wedge (usually of iron) thrust through a 
hole in the end of a bolt in order to keep it in its 


place. Now chiefly aut. 

1514 Wigtoft Churchw. Acc. (1797) 209 For y® forlock to 
y® grete bell, 4@. 1534 Vatton Churchw. Acc. (Som, Rec. 
Soc.) 149 For forks, forlocks, pynnes to y® bales [bells]. 
1613-39 I. Jones in Leoni tr. Palladio's Archit. (1742) I. 
103 The Boltsand Forelocks of Fir, that fasten the ‘Timber. 
1762 FaLconer Shipwr. 1. 273 The forelocks drawn, the 
frappings they unlace. 1869 Sir E. J. Reep Shipbuild. 
xvii. 340 The various parts of the work are ..temporarily 
secured .. by means of’pins and cotters, or forelocks. 

8. Comb. : forelock-bolt, -hook (see quots.). 

1627 Carr. Smitu Seaman's Gram. ii. 5 Fore locke bolts 
hath an eye at the end, whereinto a fore locke of iron is 
driuen to keepe it from starting backe. 1769 FALCcoNER 
Dict. Marine (1789), Cheville & goupilles, a forelock-bolt, 
or bolt fitted to receive a forelock. 1794 Rigging § Sea- 
mansh. 54 Fore-lock-hooks are made of iron, with a long 
neck and handle. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 905 Forelock 
Hook (Rope-making), a winch or, whirl in the tackle-block 
by which a bunch of three yarns is twisted into a strand. 

Forelock (foe1lgk), sd.2 [f. Fore- pref. + 
Lock sé.2] 

1. A lock of hair growing from the fore part of 
the head, just above the forehead. 

cxo0oo New Aldhelm Gloss. in Anglia (1891) XIII. 37 
Foreloccas, antie frontis. 1650 BULWER Azthropomet. 87 
A square forehead, upon which those forelocks of the Hair 
abide moderately elevated. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. tv. 302 
Hyacinthin Locks Round from his parted forelock manly 
hung Clustring. 1832 Ht. Martineau Zach § All v. 62 
There was plenty of bobbing from the girls and pulling 
of forelocks from the boys. 1878 Besant & Rice Cedia’s 
Arb. xxii, All had a word to say to the Captain, touching 
their forelocks by way of preface. 

transf. 1619 BainpripGE Deser, Late Comet (1629) 9 
This Comets forelock was a better Ephemeris for the 
Sunnes place then many in great request. 


b. Of a horse, etc.: A detached lock above the 


forehead. 

17x Appison SZect. No. 59 P 4 The Forelock of the 
Horse. 1781 Cowper Charity 176 Loose fly his forelock 
and his ample mane. 1791 — //iad x1x. 306 The bristly 
forelock of the boar. 1870 Bryant J/iad I. 11. 94 Clipped 
away the forelocks of the lambs. P r 

2. fig.; esp. in phrase to take time, opportunity, 
etc. by the forelock. 

(Suggested by the representation described in Phedrus 
Fab. vy. viii, ‘Calvus, comosa fronte, nudo occipitio, .. 
Occasionem rerum significat brevem.’) 

1589 GREENE Menaphon (Arb.) 65 Thinking to .. take 
opportunitie by her forelockes. 1594 SPENSER A mzorette 
lxx, The ioyous time wil not be staid, Unlesse she doe him 
by the forelock take. 1639 MassinceR Unnat. Combat v. i, 
I'll take occasion by the forelock. 1775 Apair Amer. Ind. 
301, I took time by the fore-lock. 1871 B. Taytor Faust 
(1875) I. 231, I became a philosopher, to catch.. Wisdom by 
the forelock. 1874 MotLrey Barneveld I. vii. 213 The 
occasion..was bald behind, and must be grasped by the 
forelock. 

Forelock (fo-ilgk), v. [f ForEnock sé.1] 
trans. To fasten with a forelock; also with zz. 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) Y iij b, Bolts, which 
+. are fore-locked or clinched upon rings. 1839 R. S. 
Rosinson Want. Steam Eng. 89 The paddle arms.. 
keyed or forelocked there. 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 
86 A bolt is put through the mast..and forelocked in. 

Hence Forelocked //. a., Fo-relocking v0/. sb. 

1839 R.S. Rosinson Naut. Steam Eng. 85 A crank pin.. 
secured by a forelocking pin, 1874 THEARLE Naval Arch, 
§ 231. 244 The channel rail is secured to the channel by 
iron straps, fastened by forelocked bolts. 

Fore-log: see Forn- pref. 3. 

Forelong, obs. form of FuRLONG. 

Fore-loofe, obs. Sc. form of FuRLouGH. 

Forelook (foe1luk), sd. [f. Forn- pref. + Loox 
sb. ; cf. next.] a. A look forward (ods. exc. U.S.) 
+b. The habit or power of looking forward ; 


Foresight, providence. 

1357 Lay Folks Catech. 143 The saule..went untill hell 
and toke oute thas..Whilke he in his forloke wold that 
wer saued. ¢1420 Sir Amadas (Weber) 373 Ther Y had 
an hondorthe marke of rent; Y spentte hit all in lyghtte 
atent, Of suche forlok was Y. 1583 GoLpinc Calvin on 
Deut. cxc. 1181 It is to be concluded then, that Moses had 
a further forelook. 1882 E. P. Goopwin Sev. bef. Amer. 
Bd. Comm. For. Missions 7 The gospel was to be preached 
- with equal. .forelook of triumph to all who would receive 
it. 1883 Hate Christm. in Palace viii. 192 She had a 
week’s provant in the house; and that was a very long 


forelook for her. 
Forelook (foeiluk), v. Also for-. [f. Forn- 


pref. + Loox v. (In sense 3 perh, f. For- pref.1)] 


b. (See 


FORELOOPER. 


1. vans. To look at or see ahead or beforehand, 
foresee; to watch over. Also veft. 

a@1300 Cursor M, 8211 (Cott.) Godd .. pat all for-lokes in 
his sight. ¢1300 /é¢d. 28056 (Cott. Galba) Ilk man suld 
him forloke..pat his conciens be clene. 1340 HamroLe 
Pr. Consc. 1946 Na man..can be tyme of pe dede forluke. 

2. zntr. To look ahead or forward. 

1494 Fasyan Chroz. vu. 551 He shall dylygentlye fore- 
loke and see that Goddys wylle be done. 1603 B. Jonson 
King’s Entertainm. 19 Wks. (Rtldg.) 529/2 ‘Then did I 
forelook, And saw this day mark’d white in Clotho’s book, 
1847 Emerson Poents (1857) 146 The World-soul knows his 
own affair, Forelooking, when he would prepare For the 
next ages, 

+3. To bewitch by a look. Cf. overlook. Obs. 

1596 THomas tal. Dict. (1606), Fascino,to bewitch .. to 
forelooke. 161z Coter., Ensorceler..To charme .. fore- 
looke, eye-bite. 

Hence Foreloo-king f//. a. Also Foreloo‘ker, 
one who forelooks. 

1382 Wyciir Lcclus. iii. 34 Gdd is the forlookere [Vulg. 
prospector] of hym that 3eldeth grace. did. xi. 32 As the 
forlookere seende the falling of his ne3hebore. 1870 EMEr- 
son Soc. § Solit. vi. 118 A forelooking tenderness. 

Forelooper, foreloper (foorl-par, -laupo1), 
South Africa. [ad. Du. voorlooper, £. voor- FoRE- 
+ looper runner, f. Zooper to run.] 

A boy who walks with the foremost pair of a team 
of oxen, in order to guide them. Hence Foreloo'p 
v. intr., to do the work of a forelooper. 

1863 W. C. Batpwin Af. Hunting iv, I managed to 
start on March 31, with only a driver and foreloper. 1881 
Fenn Of to Wilds iii, 21 The foreloper, whose duty it is 
to walk with the foremost oxen. 1889 Catholic Household 
30 Nov. 7 Fr, Le Bihan in like manner ‘ fore-louping’ be- 
cause one of their boys had cut his foot. 

Forelorn, obs. form of FoRLORN. 

+ Fo're-maid. Os. rare—'.  [f. Foru- pref. + 
Matp.] A forewoman. 

1555 Will of T. Sidney (Somerset Ho.), Mary Hilles once 
the formayde of my shop. 

Foreman ({d°1mmén). Pl. foremen. Also 
for-. [f. Forn- pref. + Man; cf. ON. formar, 
gen. -7anns (perh. the source), also Du. voorman, 
Ger. vormann.] 


+1. One who goes in front ; a leader. Ods. 

c 1425 Eng. Cong. Irel. \vii. 134 Steuenessone was forman,. 
& opened the wey to be Erl. 1580 Barer Adv., A foreman, 
a guide, ausfex. 1592 G. Harvey Pierce’s Super. 8 They 
cannot .. bellow lustely like the foreman of the Heard. 
1612 T. Taytor Cowem. Titus i. 8 In the practice of this 
duty, the Apostle requireth that the Minister be the fore- 
man. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland 117 The men are led 
up bya Laplander, whom they call Automwatze, or foreman, 
then follows the Bridegroom. 

+b. p7. The front rank. Ods. 

1577 Hanmer Axc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 387 When .. they 
had foiled the foremen, they turned themselves back. 1598 
Grenewey Tacitus’ Anz. 1. ii. (1622) 2t The enemy .. 
lightly skirmishing with the flanks and the foremen; set 
amaine on the hindmost. 

+e. The man in front (of another). Ods. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres m1. i. 36 Keeping the lower 
end of his pike on the one side of his foremans legge. 1607 
Dekker & WessteR Sir 7. Wyat D.’s Wks. 1873 III. 113 
Euerie face Is lifted vp aboue his foremans head. 

2. The principal juror, who presides at the deli- 
berations of the jury, and communicates their 
verdict to the court. 

1538 Firzuers. ust. Peas 89 The counterpane of the 
offyce..to remayne with the forman of the enquest. 1607 
Dekker Northw. Hoe u. i. Wks. 1873 III. 20, I will looke 
grauely..like the fore-man of a Jury. 1711 Appison Sfect. 
No. 122 P3 He.. has been several times Foreman of the 
Petty-Jury. 1818 Scotr Hyz. Mid?. xxiv, The foreman, 
called in Scotland the chancellor of the jury. 1840 Hoop 
Kilmansegg, Her Death xvi, At the Golden Lion the 
Inquest met, Its foreman a carver and gilder. 

transf. 1697 C. Leste Suake in Grass (ed. 2) 221 It is 
Subscrib’d by a Bakers Dozen of them; and George Fox 
the Fore-Man, in the Name of themselves. 

3. One who takes the most prominent part ; the 
chief or leader (of a party) ; the president (of a de- 
liberative body). Ods. exc. Jocally in municipal use. 

1603 Fiorio Montaigne u. xii. 294 Socrates, the foreman 
of his Dialogues doth ever aske and propose his dispu- 
tation. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power Parl. 1. (ed. 2) 17 The 
Kings principall wicked Counsellers ; of whom Winchester 
being the foreman, appealed. 1702S, Parker tr. Cicero's 
De Finibus 280 The Old Peripatetics too, and among them 
Aristotle, their Foreman. 1790 Porson Lett. Travis 379 
The foreman of the Apostles, Peter. 1805 Sournry Lett. 
(1856) I. 307 At length all the inhabitants of the grave arose, 
St. John at their head for foreman, 1835 Ref. Commziss. 
Municip. Corp. XXV1. 2287 The Foreman of the commons 
{of Huntingdon] is appointed by a committee of burgesses, 

4, The principal workman; sfec., one who has 
charge of a department of work. Foreman of the 
yard: one who superintends the gangers. Work- 
ing foreman: one who divides his time between 
labour and supervision. 

1574 Life Abp. Canterb. Pref. to Rdr. Ev, It was but 
rough hewen by one of the prentises, and wanted sum 
polishing by the forman. 1631 T, PowELy Tom All Trades 
174 Thomas the fore-man of the shop. 164: Brest Farm. 
Bks. (Surtees) 46 The foreman, whose office is to mowe 
and place the sheaues aright. 1691 DrypEn K. Arthur 
Epil. Wks. 1884 VIII. 200 This precious fop Is foreman 
of a haberdasher’s shop. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 257 
The Master-Bricklayer, or tis Foreman, must take care 
to see all the Foundations set truly out. 1793 SMEATON 
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Edystone L. § 164 One of the masons .. offered him- 
self as foreman over the stone-cutters. 1863 P. Barry 
Dockyard Econ. 79 Mr. Brown is the foreman of all the 
framework. 1878 Jevons Prin. Pol. Econ. 38 Foremen 
plan out the work, and allot it tothe artisans. 1893 Labour 
Comaiission Gloss., Horemen of the Yards, a class of 
officers next above the ‘leading men’..and to whom the 
leading men are directly responsible. 
b. ? An overseer or bailiff. 

1774 J.Q. Apvams Fam. Lett. (876) 7, 1 sometimes think 
I must come to this—to be the foreman upon my own farm. 
1856 Kane Arct. Expl, II. xxix. 294 Petersen had been 
foreman of the settlement. 1894-5 Aedly’'s Oxford Direct. 
342 J. Belcher, foreman to John Birt esq. Wood End farm. 

+ 5. ?slang.? A goose. Obs. 

1622 Beaum. & FL. PAilaster v. iii, Ile soile you euer[y] 
long vacation a brace of foremen, that at Michaelmas shall 
come vp fat and kicking. [Differently in rst ed.] 

9] 6. ? Used as ad. Du. woerman, carrier. 

1641 Evetyn Diary (1871) 25, I tooke wagon to Rotter- 
dam, where we were hurried in lesse than an hour..so 
furiously do these Foremen drive. 1699 R. L’Estrancr 
Collog. Erasut. (ed. 3) 260 We wait for the Antwerp Wag- 
gon .. You must rise betimes to find a Fore-man [L. aurz- 
gam) Sober. 

Hence Foreman v. trans. rare, to direct or 
oversee as a foreman. Fo‘remanship, the office, 


post, or position of a foreman. 

1859 Smites SejéHelp 17 The foremanship of a large 
workshop. 1886 T. WricuT in 19¢% Cent. XX. 534 The 
all-round workman requires as a rule very little foremaning. 

Foremarch, -mark, -martyr: see Forg- pref. 


Foremast (foe1mast). [f Forn- pref. (and 
Fore prep.) + Mast.] 

1. The forward lower-mast in all vessels. 

1882 N. LicueriELp tr. Castanheda’s EF. Ind. ix. 25 b, The 
tacklings of their formast. 159r Prrcivatt Sf. Dict., 
Ostay, a cord that goeth from the boltsprit to the saile 
of the foremast. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 452 The fury 
of the Wind..snapt off the Boltsprit and Fore-mast both 
at once. 1719 De For Crusoe 1. i, The Mate and Boat- 
swain begg’d the Master of our Ship to let them cut away 
the Fore-mast. 1848 W. Irvine Columbus I. 240 The latter 
..from the weakness of her foremast, could not hold the wind. 

2. ? The station of being ‘before the mast’; only 
attrib., as foremast man, seaman, a sailor below 
the rank of a petty officer ; hence quasi-aaj., charac- 
teristic of a foremast man. 

1626 Capt. Smitu Accid. Yng. Seamen 6 The Younkers 
are the yong men called Foremast men, 1707 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 4366/3 Eighty of the Foremast-Men belonging to the 
Jersey were..order’d to be discharg’d. 1793 SMEATON 
Ldystone L. § 163 In the light of a foremast seaman, he 
appeared to be quite a Genius. 1823 Byron /sland 11. xx, 
His foremast air, and somewhat rolling gait .. spoke his 
former state. 1849 Macautay Ast. Eng. I. 303 He was 
inferior in seamanship to every foremast man on board. 

Fore-mean: see Forz- pref. 2 a. 

Fo:reme‘ntion v. [f. Forn- pref. + MzEn- 
710Nn.] ‘To mention beforehand. 

1660 N. Increto Bent. & Urania (1682) Il. 12 They found 
themselves sick of the Diseases which he had forementioned. 
Ibid. 11. 143 For the Reason which I foremention’d. 

Hence Fo:reme‘ntioned Z//. a. previously men- 
tioned. Also ed/zpt. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay ix. 133 The forementioned 
Chaos. 1631 GoucE God's Arrows I. xiv. 19 Yet hath God 
his wayes and means to deliver the righteous in the fore- 
mentioned cases. 1697 Locke in Fox Bourne Zz/ II. xiii. 
383 In the forementioned new law to be enacted. 1750 tr. 
Leonardus Mirr. Stones 145 There are other species.. 
which with the fore-mentioned, make up the number twelve. 

Fore-messenger, -misgiving: see Forz-. 

+ Foremind, v. Ods. [f. Forn- + Minp z.] 
trans. To contemplate or intend beforehand. 

1513 More Rich. JJ, Wks. 38/1 Were it that the duke.. 
hadde of olde foreminded thisconclusion. 1583 STANYHURST 
Aineis wv. (Arb.) 103 Neauer I foreminded..For toe slip in 
secret by flight. 

4+ Foremore, a. rare. 
(cf. Foremost). ] 

180r W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XII. 219 Some of the 
foremore poems celebrate the return from captivity. 1815 
Ibid, XXXVIII. 43 Of Simon’s works, only the two fore- 
more can now merit an importation into English literature. 

Foremost (fde1moust, -mast), a. and adv. 
(superl.) Forms: 1 formest, fyrmest, (firmest), 
2-7 formest, 3 south. vormest, (4 furmest, 5 
for-, foremest(e, 6 formes), 3-4 firmest, 3-7 
formast, (4 formaste), 6-7 formost(e, 6— fore- 
most. See also Forrumost. [OE. formest, fyr- 
mest: = OFris. formest, Goth. frumist-s, f. OTeut. 
*formo- (FORME a.) with additional superlative 
suffix (see -EST). Afterwards written so as to 
suggest a derivation from Fore a, + Most adv.] 

A. adj. 

+1. In regard to time: Prior to all others in oc- 
currence, existence, etc.; =First A. 1. Obs. 

a1300 Cursor M. 1525 (Cott.) Noema was pe formest 
webster bat man findes o pat mister. /dzd. 1051 Pe formast 
barn bat sco him bare was caim. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 
195 To repayre thoffence of our formest fader adam. 1587 


Gotpinc De Mornay v. 56 If they could haue had any 
beginning, the Sonne had bin formost in that case. 


+b. absol, or ellipt. Also in adyb. phrase at the 
Soremost. Obs. : 
¢1200 Trix. Coll. Hout. 219 Pe laste man isib be formeste, 


pe was biforn us. 1389 in Zug. Gilds (1870) 4 Atte firmast 
to-fore pe day of be a compte of be maistres, a 1400 Hymn 


[Perversion of FoRMER 











FOREMOST. 


Virg. 8 in Min. Poems Vern. MS. (E. E. T.S.) 134 Heil 
logge that vr lord in lay, The formast that never was founden 
in fable. 
+e. After the name of a day of the week : Next 

following; =First rh. Ods. 

c1330 R. Brunner Chron, (1810) 308 pe Wednesday formest 
pe Kyng had fulle grete hy. 

+2, First in serial order; =First A. 2. Ods. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd, 111. 274 Feower heafod windas synd, 
se fyrmesta is easterne wind. c1200 Tviv. Coll. Hom. 17 
Pe formeste word of besalme. a@1225 Ancr. R.18 Sigge de 
vormeste viue, ‘ Adoramus te, Christe,’ fif siden kneolinde. 
a1300 Cursor MM. 26877 (Cott.) Pe quilk I talde be of 
resun in be neist formast questiun. 13.. 2. £. Addit, P. B. 
494 Monyth pe fyrst pat fallez formast in pe 3er. ¢1475 
Rauf Coiljear 288 Is not the morne 3ule day, formest of the 
3eir? 1542 RecorDE Gr. Artes 135 b, The bowynge of the 
foremost fynger, and settynge the ende of the thombe between 
the 2 foremost or hyghest ioyntes of it. 


+b. absol. or ellépt. Also in advb. phrases, a 


Sormest, an alre formest. Obs. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 116 As we seiden ber uppe a vormest. 
Ibid. 180 Understonded beonne an alre uormest. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. wi. x. (1495) 55 The formest 
hyghte Ymaginatiua, the mydle Logica, the thyrde memora- 
tiua. 1588 A. Kine tr. Cazisius’ Catech. 126 Gif he fallis, 
the latter pairt is warst nor y’ formest. 1709 ADDISON 
Tatler No. 24 ® 13 The Foremost of the whole Rank of 
Toasts..are Mrs. Gatty and Mrs. Frontlet. 


3. Most forward or advanced in position ; front : 
=First A, 3. Also in agreement with sb. to 
indicate the front part or front of. (Cf. L. swmmus 


mons, etc.) 

c1z05 Lay. 2380r A ben feoremeste flocke feouwerti 
hundred. c1350 Wl. Palerne 2324 Pe prouost wib al be 
puple presed forp formast. a1400 Octouian 1106 Anax.. 
That heng on hys formest arsoun. c1450 Merlin 46 He 
wolde come..formeste ofhis company. 1585 T. WASHINGTON 
tr. Nicholay’s Voy. ww. xiii. 126b, The whole skinne of a 
great Lion, fastened with the two formost feet before upon 
the brest. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz Surg. u. xxv. 152 The fore- 
most part of the Arms bones are broken. 1667 Miron P. LZ. 
u. 28 Who here Will envy whom the highest place exposes 
Formost to stand against the Thunderers aime Your bul- 
wark? 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. xiii, The giant .. was fore- 
most now; but the Dwarf wasnot far behind. 1781 Gipson 
Decl. & F. V1. xxvi. 41 The king himself fought and fell in 
the foremost ranks of the battle. 1875 W. S. Haywarp 
Love agst. World 14 'The foremost hounds are close on him. 


b. adsol. or ellipt. Also in adyb. phrase, + @ 


Sormest. 

cx205 Lay. 2461t Bedeuer a uormest eode mid guldene 
bolle. @1310 in Wright Lyric P. xii. 41 So the furmest 
hevede y-don, ase the erst undertoc. c1400 Song Roland 
807 We haue the formest feld to the ground. ¢1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon vi. 137 Reynawde wente out of Bordews, 
the formest of all his folke. 1553 T. Witson “ev. (1580) 67 
Good will settyng me forthe with the foremost: I can not 
chuse but write. 1774 Gotpsm. Naz. Hisz. (1776) II. 175 
Those [dogs] which are young, fierce, and unaccustomed to 
the chace, are generally the foremost. 1828 Scorr /. JZ. 
Perth xxxiv, The Smith of the Wynd. .had been the foremost 
in the crowd that thronged to see the gallant champions of 
Clan Quhele. 1872 Brack Adv. Phaetow xxiii, She was 
determined to march with the foremost. . 

e. in proverb denoting continuous action. 

1606 Sir G. Goosecapfe m1. i. in Bullen O. PZ. III. 44 
Never stir if he fought not with great Seckerson four hours 
to one, foremost take up hindmost. 

d. In adverbial phrases head, end, stern, etc. 
JSoremost, i.e. with the head, etc. first or in front. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. iii. 49 It flys down head foremost. 
1842 C. WuireHEaAD R. Savage (1845) 11. 1x. 420 Wigs 
..wrong-side foremost. 1856 Ferrier /ust. Metaph. Introd. 
46 This is a science which naturally comes to us end fore- 
most. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1.i, The boat drove stern 
foremost before it [the tide]. 

4. Most notable or prominent, best, chief. Also 


‘more emphatically first and foremost: = First A. 4. 
c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xx. 27 Sebe wyle betweox eow 
beon fyrmest sy he eower peow. 1483 Caxton G. de la 
Tour j, And suche one is that weneth to be first and 
formest that often fyndeth her the last of all. 1546 Br. 
Garpiner Declar. Art. Yoye 72b, Christ in his speach 
trulye affirmed his choise, which was chief, principall, and 
formest. 1644 Mitton Aveof. (Arb.) 40 Men ever famous, 
and formost in the achievements of liberty. 1791 CowPER 
Iliad 1. 83 Calchas, an augur foremost in his art. 1851 
Dixon IW. Penn xvi. (1872) 137 Foremost of these sufferers 
were the Quakers. : : 
absol. or ellipt. c100o Ags. Gos. Matt. xix. 20 Sodlice 
maneza fyrmeste beod ytemeste; & ytemeste fyrmesta. 
¢1400 Destr. Troy 278 Hit was be formast on flete pat on 
flode past. a@1610 Hearry Cedes (1636) 136 ‘T he fore-most 
of them, Right knowledge, the rest are her sisters. 
B. adv. First, before any other or anything else, 
in position or rank ; + formerly also, in time, serial 
order, etc.; = First B. 1. Also in strengthened 


phrase, first and foremost. 

axo00 Elene 68 (Gr.) pees pe hie feonda gefer fyrmest 
zesezon. @1175 Cott. Hom. 235 Si forme lage pat is si 
jecende lage, pe god sett formest an pes mannes heorte. 


. 1250 Gen. & Ex, 1472 Esau was firmest boren And iacob 


sone after. c1350 W2ll. Palerne 268 He swor formest pat 
3e schuld have no harm. 155% T. Witson Logitke (1580) 4 
The Logician first and formoste, professeth to knowe 
wordes, before he .. knitte sentences. 1599 T. M[ourer] 
Silkwormes 66 He formost dies, and yeelds to fatal dart: 
Ne liues she long. 1650 Trapp Comm, Numb. il. 3 Judah 
encamped foremost. It was fit the Lion should leade the way. 
b. In the first place, firstly. See First B. 1c. 

3393, 1883 [see First B.1.c.]. 1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s 
Mor. 3 First and formest requisite it is, that the ground be 
good. 


FOREMOTHER. 


Hence + Fo‘remostly adv. Obs., in the foremost 


place, in front. 

1607 Dexker & Wesster Sir 7. Wyat D.’s Wks. 1873 
III. 113 Norfolke rides formostly, his crest well knowne. 
2a1700 Ballad of Fephthah in Percy's Relig. (1876) 1. 184 
When he saw his daughter dear Coming on most fore- 
mostly, He wrung his hands. 

Foremother (f6:-1mzde1)._ [f. Forn- pref. + 
Moraenr, after forefather.] A female ancestor. 

1582 BentLey Mon. Matrones Pref. B. iijb, Looking in 
this glasse of the holie liues of their foremothers. 1655 
Songs Costume (Percy Soc.) 145 Where is the decency 
become Which your fore-mother had? 1806-7 J. BerESFoRD 
Miseries Hum. Life xx. xxv. (1826) 254 Unheard-of fore- 
fathers and fore-mothers of your host’s family. 1878 H. 
H. Gisss-Ombre 1 Ombre, the delight of our forefathers 
and foremothers. 

Foren: see Forne. 

Forename (foe 1né'm), sd. [f. Foru- pref. + 
Name.] A person’s first or ‘ Christian’ name; in 
Ron. Ant, = PRENOMEN. 

1533 CaTH. Parr tr. Erasm. Comm. Crede 74 The name 
and the forename of Pylate. 1610 Ho_tanp Camden's Brit. 
320 His sonne, carrying the same fore-name [Bartholomew]. 
a1656 UssHer Ann. vi. (1658) 753 It was provided by an 
Edict, that none of that family should have the forename 
of Marcus. 1716 M. Davies Athen. Brit. III. Crit. Hist. 
99 The Ancient Roman Women had a Fore-name, or a 
Christen-Name besides their Sir Name. 1870 SwinBURNE 
Ess. & Stud. (1875) 34 The counsellor whose name is 
Reason, whose forename is Interest. 1883 Academy 15 
Dec. 394 Mary Martha Brooke, whose twofold fore-name 
is intended to symbolise her character. 

transf. 1610 HoLtLanp Camden's Brit. 1. 519 This place 
[Cole-Ouerton] hath a Cole prefixed for the fore-name. 

+ Fo'rename, v. Olds. [f. Forn- pref.+ NAME 
v.] trans. a. To name or mention beforehand. 


b. To give a name to beforehand. 

1610 HEALEY St. Aug. Citie of God Vv. xvi. (1620) 209 The 
vertues of such worthies as we forenamed. a@ 1633 AUSTIN 
Medit. (1635) 53 Behold a Virgin shall conceave A Sonne, 
fore-nam’d Emmanuel. 

Hence Fo'renamed ///. a., named or mentioned 
before; fore-cited. 

1490 Caxton Lxeydos xiii. 47 The two sustres fore named. 
1535 STEWART Cro. Scot. 11.317 This foirnamit king. 1628 
T. Spencer Logick 224 The forenamed Axiomes are com- 
pounded of simple axiomes. 1737 Wuiston Yosephus* 
Antig. vi. xi. § 1 The woman. .grieved at the death of the 
fore-named child. 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amiusent. 30 
Flour which is mixed with the fore-named adulterations. 

absol. or ellipt. 1578 LyTE Dodoens 1. i. 2 Besides the two 
forenamed there is found a thirdekinde. 1655 FULLER Ch. 
HTist. u. i. § 7 Besides the fore-named, they had Neptune. 

+ Fo'reness. zonce-wd. [f. Foru a. +-NESS.] 
Priority. 

1587 Gotpinc tr. De Mornay 136 Euen according to Aris- 
totles owne doctrine, forenesse, afternesse, and continuance 
of tyme do followe forenesse, afternesse, and continuance 
of mouing. 

Fo'renext, 2. Obs. vare—'. In 3 fore-neist. 
[f. Fore adv.+ Next.] ? Next preceding. 

@1300 Cursor M. 8146 (Cott.) pe night fore-neist o paradis 
Him thoght in sueuen he was par-bi. 

Forenight (foomoit). [f Foru- adv. andfrep.] 

+1. The previous night. Ods. 

1583 StanyHurst wezs 11. (Arb.) 66, I that in forenight 
was with no weapon agasted, Now shiuer at shaddows. 

2. Sc. The evening, the interval between twilight 
and bed-time. 

1513 DoucLas 47/neis 1x. vi. 63 Serranus That all the for- 
nycht in ryot..had spendit. 1810 Cvomek’s Rem. Niths- 
dale Song 299 We kent nae but it was drunken fowk riding 
to the fair, i’ the fore night. 1865 G. Macpona.p A. Forbes 
xvi. 67 There were long forenights to favour the plot. 

Fore-nook: see Fore- pref. 3. 

Forenoon (fo1nz'n). [f. Forn rep. + Noon.] 

1. The portion of the day before noon. 

1506 GuyLrorpe Pz/gr. (Camden) 35 We..spent that fore 
noone there in prayers and deuocion. 1582 N. LicHEFIELD 
tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. iii, 10 At tenne of the Clocke 
in the fore noone. 1669 WorLIDGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 168 
When. .the Nights [are] yet cold, water in the Fore-noons. 
1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. E. Ind. VI. xxxiii. 12 The 
Fore-noons being dedicated to Business. 1838 Mrs. CarLyLe 
Lett, 1. 107 He sat with me one forenoon, last week. 1872 
Brack Adv. Phaeton xxvi. 352 He begged us to start for 
our forenoon’s walk. 

2. attrib. 

a160z W. Perkins Cases Conse. (1619) 325 Some persons 
.. are good forenoone-men, but bad afternoone-men. 1658 
Gurnact Chm. in Arm. II. xii. § 3. 138 Physicians that they 
call fore-noon men..because commonly they are drunk in 
the after-noon. a@1806 Yug. Beichan & Susie Pye xxxviii. 
in Child Ballads un. liii. (1884) 471/1 Then out and spak the 
forenoon bride. 1833 M. Scorr Tome Cringle xix. (1859) 542 
My stormy forenoon watch is at lengthover. 1878 HuxLry 
Physiogr. 8 The forenoon shadow. 

Fore-noted, -notice, -notion: see Forr- 
pref. 2b, 4. 

+ Forensal, a. Obs. [f. L. forens-is (see 
FORENSIC) +-AL.] = FORENSIC. 

1660 H. More AZyst. Godl. v. xii. 164 All which, as Grotius 
interprets the place in a Forensal sense, is of a very large 
extension. 1670 in Biount Glossogy. 1676-1732 in CoLrs. 


Forensic (ffrensik), a. and sd. Also 7 forin- 
seck. [f. L. forens-zs (f. forum Forum) +-I0.] 
A. adj. Pertaining to, connected with, or used in 
courts of law; suitable or analogous to pleadings in 
court. Forensic medicine: medicine in its relations 
to law; medical jurisprudence, 
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1659 Hammonp Ox Ps. cvi. 31 It signifies much more 
than justification, as in the forinseck sense that is opposite 
to condemning. 1690 Locke Hin. Und. 1. xxvi. (1695) 189 
Person .. is a Forensick Term. 1768 BLacksToNE Comm. 
III. 84 That the students might not be distracted from 
their studies by legal process from distant courts, and other 
forensic avocations. @1779 WARBURTON Div. Legat. ul. iv. 
Wks. 1788 II. 89 Lactantius, from a forensic Lawyer now 
become an advocate for Christianity. 1837 CartyLe 7”. 
Rev. I. 1v. iv. (1872) 122 Such admired forensic eloquence. 
1845 STEPHEN Comm. Laws Eng. (1874) I. 8 A sort of 
mixed science known by the name of Forensic Medicine or 
Medical Jurisprudence. 1865 Dickens Mut, Wr. M. viii, 
In an imposing and forensic manner. : 

B. sb. U.S. A college exercise, consisting of a 
speech or (at Harvard) written thesis maintaining 
one side or the other of a given question. 

1830 Collegian 241 in B. H. Hall College Words, Themes, 
forensics [etc.]. 1837 Ord. & Regul. Harvard Univ. 12 
Every omission of a theme or forensic. 

+ Fore‘nsical, az. Ols. Also 6-8 forinsecal, 
-sicall,(7 forensecal).[f.as prec. + -AL.] = prec. aay. 

1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor.357 In forinsicall, and 
temporall causes. 1654 WarREN Undelievers 231 Justifica- 
tion is a forensical, judicial act. 1740 NortH Axamen u. 
v. §37. 336 Acts of the supreme Power, or (in forinsecal 
style) legislative Acts or Acts of Parliament. 

Hence Fore‘nsically adv., in a forensic manner. 

1845 Moztry Zss., Laud (1878) I. 218 Laud was put into 
the humiliating position of having to stand up and foren- 
sically guard every little thing he had done. 1876 — Univ. 
Serm. vy. 102 The Church .. contemplates war forensically, 
as a mode of settling national questions. 

+ Fore:nsive, @. Obs. [See -IvE.] = ForEnNsIC. 

a1670 Hacker Adp, Williams 1. (1693) 97 His Forensive 
or Political Transactions. 


+ Fore-oath. Ods. exc. Hist. [OE. foredp, 
Sordp, {. Foru- pref. + db OatH.] In OE. Law: 
An oath required of the party commencing a suit 
unless the fact complained of was manifest. 

axzooo Laws Ath. i. § 23 Ofga zle man his tihtlan mid 
foreade. 1641 Ancient Cust. Eng. in Harl. Misc. (1808) 
I, 240 He might, afterward, with his fore-oath his lord’s 
part play at any need. 1895 Pottock & MairLanp Ast. 
Eng. Law 1, 16 A fore-oath was needless if a man sued 
for wounding and showed the wound to the Court. 

Fore-obtained, -opinioned: see Foru- pref. 
26. 

Foreordain (foeridé'n), v. [f. Forg- pref. 
+ ORDAIN.] ¢vans. To ordain or appoint before- 
hand; to predestinate. 

c1440 Partonope 3155 The fayrest shapen creature That 
euer was foordened thorow nature. [But is this a mistake 
for foddened?| 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 11. 302 
Some to be foreordeined to saluation, other some to destruc- 
tion. x161z BisLe 1 Pet. i. 20 Who verily was foreordeined 
before the foundation of the world. 1647 Westm. Conf: 
Faith iii. § 3 Others foreordained to everlasting death. 
1736-1879 [see below]. 

Hence Fo:reordai‘ned ///. a.; Fo:reordaining 
vol. sb. and ppl. a, Also Fo:reordai‘nment, pre- 


destination. 

c1420 Wyclif’s Mark Prol., The for-ordenede John 
Zakaries sone. 1667 Br. S. Parker Pree & Luipart. Cens. 
236 His foreordaining him to that employment. 1736 
Butter Avail. u. iv. Wks. 1874 I. 200 According to general 
fore-ordained laws. 1864 Pusey Lect. Daniel v. 250 God’s 
foreordaining love. 1879 Mac.ear JZark i. 15 mote, The 
great fore-ordained and predicted time ofthe Messiah. 1879 
Farrar St, Paul 11. 492 The foreordainment, and the result 
of this Gospel in uniting the Jew and Gentile. 

Fore-order : see Forz- pref. 4. 


+Foreo‘rdinance. Ols. [f. Foru- pref. + 
ORDINANCE.] =FORE-ORDINATION. 

1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 181 The endelesse fore orden- 
aunce of god. 1587 GotpiInc De Mornay xi. 151 Which 
nature, that is to say the foreordinance of the Creator doeth 
for them. v 

Fo:reo'rdinate, v. [f Forr- pref. + Orpi- 
NATE.] ¢vans. Toforeordain. Hence Foreo‘rdi- 
nated Af/. a. 

1858 BusuneLtt Wat. §& Supernat. xv. (1864) 525 The 
grand, fore-ordinated circle of existence. 

Fo:reordina‘tion. [f. prec.: see -aTron.] 
Previous ordination or appointment, predestina- 
tion; an instance of this. 

1628 Br. Hauu tr. Rotomagensis Anon. Wks. 815 Neither 
can His will be frustrated. .nor His fore-ordinations altered. 
@ 1680 Cuarnock Attrib. Gosp. (1834) I. 346 A fore-ordina- 
tion of him [Christ] was before the foundation of the world. 
1855 Lss. Intuit. Morals 108 If Fore-ordination be reduced 
to Ordination. 1879 Farrar St, Paz I. 427 In accordance 
with. . Divine fore-ordination. 

Fore-pad, -parlour, etc.: see Forn- pref. 3. 

Forepa‘le, forepo'le, v. JZning and £n- 
gineering. [f. ForE- pref. + PauE, PoLE.] trans. 
To protect (a work in progress) from falling débris, 
quicksand, etc. by timbers driven in front. 

1871 Trans. Amer. Inst. Mining Engineers 1, 352 After 
driving fifty yards through heavy ‘rock tumbles, where 
every foot had to be forepaled. 1881 Raymonp Mining 
Gloss., Fore-poling, a method of securing drifts in progress 
through quicksand by driving ahead poles .. slabs, etc. 
Ibid. Forpale or Forepale. s 

Fore-part, forepart (foopait). [f. Forn- 
pref. + Part.) 

1. The foremost, first, or most advanced part ; 
the front. 

c1400 Burgh Lawis c. 105 Pai sall leilly lyne .. baith foir 
part and back part of be land. 1435 Misyn Fire of Love 





FORE-POINT. 


1. xvii. 38 All pe inar forpartis of my saule with swetnes of 
heuenly myrth ar fulfild. 1483 Cath. Angd. 138/2 Pe For- 

arte of y® hede, cimciput. 1548 Hatt Chron., Rich. III 
tne 3) 49 b, They of the Castell vexed their enemies on the 
foreparte. cx16rz CHapMAN //iad xvi. 324 Betwixt his neck, 
and foreparts. 1714S. Sewatt Diary 12 Nov. (1882) III.26 
The Snow and Rain .. beat on the fore-part of the Calash. 
1836 Random Recoll. Ho, Lords xvi. 383 His dark hair.. 
stands on end on the fore part of his head. 

b. esp. The bow or prow of a vessel. ? Ods. 

1526 TINDALE Acts xxvii. 41 And the foore parte stucke 
fast. 1555 Epren Decades 160 ‘Turnynge the stemmes or 
forpartes of their shyppes ageynst the streame. 1699 DAMPIER 
Voy. 11.1.74 The head or fore-part is not altogether so high 
as the Stern. 

+2. An ornamental covering for the breast worn 


by women ; a stomacher. Ods. 

1600 0. Eliz. Wardr. in Nichols’ Progresses (1823) III. 507 
Item, one foreparte of clothe of sylver. 1607 WEBSTER 
Northw. Hoe t. iii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 256/1, I confess I took up 
a petticoat and a raised forepart for her. 1640 SHIRLEY 
Constant Maid w. iii, Théy were a midwife’s Fore part. 

3. The earlier part. 

1614 Raveicu Hist. Wor/diii. § 7 All the fore-part of the day. 
1633 Hart Mancu. AZ Mondo (1636) 131 He lives twice that 
bestowes the fore-part of his life well. 1722 Sewer Hist. 
Quakers (1795) I. v. 369 In the fore part of the year 1659. 
1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. £. Ind. II. 1. 217 In the Fore- 
part of the seventeenth Century. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle 
Tom’s C. xv, In some long-forgotten fore part of the day. 

+ Fo'reparty. Ods. [f. Forr- pref. + Parry.] 
= FoREPART. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. ii. (2495) 102 In the fore 
party the heed is somdele comyng narough and hygh. 
1400 Lanfranc’'s Cirurg. 67 In pe fore partye of be prote. 

Forepass: see ForPASS v. Obs. 


Fo're-pa:ssage. Vaut. [f. Fore- pref. + 
Passace.] a. A passage leading to the forepeak. 
b. A passage leading from the hatchway to the 
forward magazine. (Cent. Dzct.) 


Forepassed, -past (fozpa'st), Afi. a. [f. 
Forn- pref. + PASSED, Past.] That has previously 
passed, or been passed. Now only of time. 

15357 Tottell’s Misc. (Arb.) 143 O Lord .. for my helpe 
make haste To pardon the forpassed race that carelesse 
I haue past. 1596 RaLreicH Discov. Guiana 21 Neither 
could any of the forepassed vndertakers .. discouer the 
country. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxii. (1748) 353 Those 
forepassed hours. @1713 ELtwoop Awtobiog. (1714) 12 The 
Actions of my fore-past Life. 1830 Soutnry Yug. Dragon 
1. 36 Forepast times... With no portent could match it. 

+b. quasi-adv. Ona past occasion. Ods. 

1664 Hloddan F, u1. 24 What he had said fore-past was 
nought. 

Fore-paw, -payment: see Forr- Zref. 2 d, 3c. 

Fo'repeak. Mauz. Also 7 forepike. [f. Forr- 
pref. + PvaK.] The extreme end of the forehold 


in the angle of the bows. 

1693 R. Lype Retaking a Ship 11, I will command three 
of them down into the Fore-pike. /ézd. 17 A Scuttle..that 
went down into the Forepeak. 1835 Marryat Three Cutt. 
i, Luxury..is not wholly lost, even at the fore-peak. 1890 
Times 6 Feb. 5/6 The collision-bulkhead, separating the 
forepeak from the watertight compartments. 

Fore-piece (f6--1pzs). [f. Fore- pref. + Prnce.] 
The foremost, first, or front piece: a. gen. Db. 
Theatr. A ‘curtain-raiser’, ¢. Saddlery (see 
quot. 1874). 

1788 M. Cutier in Life Fruls. & Corr. (1888) I. 401 Broke 
the forepiece of my sulky, which detained us. 1814 Monthly 
Mag. XXXVII. 333 Tragedies of the last age .. could be 
shortened into permanent fore-pieces. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech. 1.905 Fore-piece (Saddlery), the flap attached to the 
fore-part of a side saddle. to guard the rider’s dress. 

Fore-pillow: see Forz- pref. 3. 

Forepine: see ForPINgE. 

Fore-place, -placing, -plan: see Forn- pref. 

Fo're-plane. [f Forr- gref. + Puan s6.] 
(See quot. 1842.) 

1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 65 It is called the Fore Plane 
because it is used before you come to work either with the ~ 
Smooth Plane, or with the Joynter. 1842 Gwitt Eucycd. 
Archit. Gloss., Fore Plane in carpentry and joinery the 
first plane used after the saw or axe. 1847 Emerson Refr. 
Men, Uses Gt. Men Wks. (Bohn) I. 278 Every carpenter 
who shaves with a fore-plane borrows the genius of a for- 
gotten inventor, — : 

Fore-planting, -plate: see ForE- pref. 2 c, 3. 

+ Foreplea‘d, v. Ods.—° [perh. for */orplead, 
f, For- prefl (sense as in forswear) + PLBaD.] 
? trans, To overreach in pleading. Hence Fore- 
pleading vd/. sd., unfair argument. 

1624 BrepeLt Le?/z. iii. 54 The forepleadings and aduan- 
tages to bee vsed against Heretikes. 

+Fo're-plot. Ods. [f. Forz- pref. + Pror.] 
Premeditation. Similarly Foreplo't v., to con- 
trive beforehand; Foreplo'tted Z//. a. 

1641 PryNNE Aztif. 10 Which fore-plotted treason was 
the occasion of this Vision. 1647 N. Bacon Dise. Govt. 
Eng. 1. xl. (1739) 62 Which last they called Abere Murther, 
or Murther by foreplot or ar ane 1655 Futter Ch. 
Hist. vi. iii. 315 His Wife .. might..be presumed honest, if 
such a fore-plotted occasion had not debauched her. 

+ Fore-poi‘nt, v. Os. Also 6 forpoint. [f. 
Fore- pref. + Pornt v.] 

1. trans. a. To appoint or determine beforehand ; 
to predestine ¢o or uzto. b. Toforebode. ec. To 
mark by points beforehand. 

a. cr1sso CuEKE Matt, xvi. 17 note, Everlastingnes, and 


FORE-POSSESS. 


happines wheerunto his chosen be forpointed. 1589 GREENE 
Menaphon (Arb.) 84 Unfortunate Samela born to mishaps, 
and forepointed to sinister fortunes. 1593 LopcE Long- 
beard, etc, (1880) 56 He is the man forpointed to be my 
husband. 

b. 31590 Greene Never too late (1600) 69 As the Marble 
drops against raine, so their teares fore-poynt mischiefe. 

e. 1570 Der Math. Pref, Which point we shall atteyne, 
by Notyng and forepointyng the angles and lines, by a sure 
and certain direction and connexion. 

2. zntr. To point beforehand. 

1601 WrEEvER JMirr. Mart. Aivb, He might haue seene 
how Fate that day fore-pointed, 1613-18 DanieL Co//. 
Hist. Eng. (1626) 20 Thus (as fore-pointing to a storme that 
was gathering on that coast) began the first difference with 
the French nation. 

Hence Forepointing 2//.a. Also Forepointer, 
one who or that which points out beforehand. 

1587 Greene Euphnes Cens. Wks. (Grosart) VI. 171 The 
fathers and forepointers of wysedom. 1589 — JZenaphon 
(Arb.) 27 Some further forepoynting fate. 1590 — Mourn. 
Garm. (1616) 23 Desires aboue Fortunes, are the fore- 
pointers of deep falls. 

+ Fo:re-posse'ss, v. Obs. [f. Forn- pref. + 
PossEss.] ¢vans. To possess beforehand wth. 

1579 Tomson Caluin’s Seri. Tim. 625/2 Wee are fore- 
possessed and seised with so many vanities that [etc.]. 
1635 SANDERSON 12 Sermz., ad Cler. (1681) 63 Any rational 
man not extremely fore-possessed with prejudice. 

Fore-post, -precedent: see Foru- pref. 3, 4a. 


+ Fore-prepara‘tion. 0s. [f. Forn- pref. 
and Fore grep.| Preparation beforehand; also, 
nonce-usé, the day before the (Jewish) ‘preparation’, 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 207 Hauing much aduantage 
both in number, valure, and fore-preparation. 1656 Trapp 
Comm. Fohn xix. 3x Vhe Jews, before their preparation, 
had their fore-preparation. 

+ Fo:re-prepa‘re, v. Ods. [f. Foru- pref. + 
PREPARE.] /rans. To prepare beforehand. Hence 
Fo:reprepa‘red ///. a. 

1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. m. xiv. 187 His fore- 
prepared Sepulchre. 1648 Br. Hati Select Th. § 24 The 
evils, which we look for, fall so much the less heavily, by 
how much we are foreprepared for their entertainment. 
1650 FuLLER Pisga/ 1. m1. vi. 372 They were rivetted into 
holes fore-prepared of purpose. 

Fore-pretended: see Forn- fref. 2 b. 

+ Forepri‘se, v. Oés. 
foreprize, -prizz. [f. Forn- pref. + -prise, after 
the analogy of apprise, comprise, etc.] 

trans, To take beforehand: a. To assume, take 
for granted. b. To deal with, allow for, or men- 
tion beforehand; to provide for or determine 
beforehand ; to forestall, anticipate. ec. To take 
into or include by anticipation. 

@. 1577 StanyHurst Descr. Jred.in Holinshed Chron. VI. 
Ep. Ded., The truth of the matter being forprised. 

b. 1594 Hooxer Zccl. Pol, v. \xxi. § 4 God hath fore- 
prised things of the greatest weight and hath therein pre- 
cisely defined .. that which every man must perform. 1607 
BopieicH Let. 19 Feb. in Abp. Ussher’s Lett, (1686) App. 
2 As if the thing that they sought had been by prevention 
fore-priz’d by others. a1641 Br. R. Mountacu Acts & Mon. 
(2642) 499 Daniel forepriseth him, as a spirituall and eternall 
Prince. 1659 T. WuitE Middle State of Souls 28 Those 
holy Fathers..by their testimonies foreprize our exceptions. 
1693 Bevertey 7rve St, Gospel Truth 1 To be resolved 
in some Cases of Doubt, in others Foreprized, or Guarded 
against. 

c. 1692 BevertEy Disc. Dr. Crisp 5 The Sins to come 
were Forepriz’d into it. 

Hence Fo:repri‘sed, Fo:repri‘sing ff/. adjs. 

1605 Play Stucley 1961 in Simpson Sch. Shaks. (1878) I. 
236 If in the Basilisks fore-prizzing eye Be safety for the 
object it beholds Then [etc.]. @164r Br. R. Mounracu 
Acts § Mon. (1642) 552 These fore-prised passages. 

Foreprise, -prize: see FoRPRISE sd. and v. 
(Law). 

+ Fore-pro‘phesy, v. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. 
+ PROPHESY v.] ¢razs. and zztr, To prophesy 
beforehand. (Frequent in 16-17th c.) 

1581 J. Bett Haddon's Answ. Osor. 379 When as we 
promise or foreprophecy in the name and person of God, 
thinges to come to passe. 1654 S, Crarke Eccl. Hist. 1. 
(ed. 2) 16 Who spake by the Spirit of God: Fore-seeing and 
fore-prophesying of those things which we now see are 
come to pass. 1676 W. Row Contx. Blair's Autobiog. xii. 
(x848) 486 Foreprophesying that they would be employed 
against themselves. 

Fore-provided: see Forn- Jref. 2 b. 

Fo're-purpose, sJ. [f. Fors- pref + Pur- 
POSE.] A purpose settled beforehand, previous de- 
sign. Similarly Forepu-rpose v. ¢rans., to purpose 
beforehand ; Forepu‘rposed ///. a. 

1551 T. Witson Logike (1580) 43 A fore purposed choice, 
158r Marseck Bk. of Notes 128 It is nothing els but his 
eternall determination fore purposed in his brest. 1587 
Gotpinc De Mornay ix. 121 Vpon new deuise, or vpon 
euerlasting forepurpose. /é4zd. 135 To haue brought to 
passe and perfected all that euer he had forepurposed, 
betokeneth an incomparable might and power. cx1611 
Cuapman /iiad xx. 17 The rest of these fore-purposes. 
1829 SourHEy Sir T. More I. 105 The mystery whereby 
the free will of the subject is preserved, while it is directed 
by the fore purpose of the state. 

+ Fore-quo'te, v. Ods. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Quors.] ¢vans. To quote or cite beforehand. 

Hence Fore-quoted pf/. a. 

1598 SytvestER Dz Bartas u. ii. wv. Columnes 454 Fore- 
quoting Confusedly th’ Events most worthy noting. 1637 





Also 6 forprise, 7. 
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Giutespic Eng. Pop. Cerem. m. i. 4 In the forequotted 
place. 1670 W. Crarke Wat. Hist. Nitre 14 According to 
the fore-quoted author. 

Fore-rake, -rank: see Forr- pref. 3, 3. d. 

+ Fore-ranger, corruption of foranger, FORAGER. 

1612 Paute Life Whitgift 40 The fore-rangers and har- 
bingers of their further designes. 

+ Fo'rereach, sb. aut. Obs. [f. next vb.] 
? The projection of the forepart of a vessel, beyond 
the end of the keel; =/fore-rake. 

1626 Carr. Smita Accid. Yng. Seamen 10 Her rake, the 
fore reach, plankes. : 

Fo:re-rea‘ch, v. Chiefly WVaut. [f. Forz- 
pref. + REACH 2. ] 

l. zntr. To shoot ahead. Also, Zo fore-reach on, 
upon (see quot. 1644). 


1644 Manwayrine Sea-smans Dict. 42 When two ships 
saile together, or after one another, she which sailes best 
(that is fastest) doth Fore-reach upon the other. 1748 
Anson's Voy. u. iv. 163 We found that we had both 
weathered and fore-reached upon her considerably. 1800 
C. Sturt in Naval Chron. 1V. 394 Mr. Weld’s cutter fore- 
reached, but I gained to windward. 1834 M. Scorr Crzise 
Midge (1859) 252 She.. had forereached on us so far as to 
be well before our beam by this time. 1842 R. H. Dana 
Seaman's Man. 106 Hore-reach, to shoot ahead, especially 
when going in stays. 

2. trans. To reach beyond, gain ground upon, 
pass. Also fg. To get the better of. 

1803 Naval Chron. XXIII. 398 To endeavour to fore- 
reach her. 1845 Napier Cong. Scinde u. ii. 253 Vhe 
general, coming back by a different route, had fore-reached 
them in sucha scheme. 1870 Daily News 12 May, At 8.30 
the Sappho was rapidly forereaching her opponent. 

3. trans. To seize beforehand, anticipate. rare. 

1874 WuittiErR My Triumph xvii, 1..¥ore-reach the good 
to be And share the victory. 

Hence Fo:re-rea‘ching Z/. a., pushing, eager. 

1864 Skeat Uhiand’s Poems 102 Every hand and every 
spirit works Fore-reaching, active, for the general weal. 

+ Fore-rea‘d, v. Obs. [f. ForE- gref.+ Reap.] 
trans. & To read beforehand. b. To betoken or 
signify beforehand. ce. To predestine. 

a@. 1620 Br. Saunperson Twelve Sermzons (1637) 303 Not 
onely to foreknow the extraordinary plagues .. but also to 
fore-read in them Gods fierce wrath and heavie displeasure. 

b. 1591 SPENSER JZuiopotmos 29 His young..yeares .. to 
him forered, That he .. would .. proue such an one. 1612 
Drayton Poly-olb. xiii. 219 The first part of whose name, 
Godiua, doth forereed Th’ first syllable of hers. 

Cc. @1636 Firzcrorrrey Léeg. m1. E vijb, Had Fate fore- 
read me in a Croude to dye. 

Hence Fore-rea‘ding v0/. sb. and ffl. a. 

1557 GRIMALDE in Totted/’s Misc. (Arb.) 116 Good luck, 
certayn forereadyng moothers haue. a@1656 Hates Gold, 
Rem. (1688) 347 Your fore-reading of Suetonius. 

Fore-recited, -report, etc.: see ForE- pref. 

Fore-resemble, -rib, etc.: see Forn- pref. 

+ Fore-ri-de, v. Obs. [OE. for-ridan,f. For- 2, 
= Fore- pref. + rida to RipE.] trans. To ride 
before or in advance of. 

O. E. Chron. an. 894 Pa for rad sio fierd hie foran, c¢ 1205 
Lay. 26931 Pat ba Rom-leoden heom for-riden hafueden. 
1570 Lrvins Manip. 117 To Foreryde, precurrere. 

Fore-rider (foe1roido1). [f. Fore- pref + 
Riper ; =Ger. vorrecter. Cf. FoRRIDEL.] One 
who rides in front ; es. +a. one of the vanguard ; 
+b. a scout; e@. an outrider or postillion; +d. a 
harbinger. 

c¢1470 Henry Wallace m1. 76 Thair for rydar was past 
till Ayr agane. 1494 Fasyan Chron, vi. clxiii. 156 Y® fore 
rydars yt put themselfe in prese with theyr sharpe launcys 
to wynne the firste brunte'of the feelde. 1513 DouGLas 
Ai nets xu. Prof, 20 And Esperus .. Vpspringis, as forridar 
of the nycht. 1548 Hatt Chron., Rich. IIT (an. 3) 55 
Therle of Richmond knewe by his forriders that the kyng 
was so nere embattayled, 1601 F. Tare Househ. Ord. Edw. 
ZI (1876) § 56. 43 Each [charetter] shal have a fore rider 
which charetters and fore riders shal drive the charettes 
and keepe the horses. 1888 PalZ Mall G, 8 Oct. 5/2 Then 
the mounted foreriders ; and then the Emperor’s carriage. 

Fore-rigging: see Forn- pref. 3 d. 

Foreright (f60:1,rai‘t), rarely with advbl. gen. -s 
forerights, adv., prep., a. and sb. [f. Fore adv. 
+ Rieut adv, and aaj.] 

+A. adv. Directly forward, in or towards the 
front, straight ahead. ore-right agazust, directly 
opposite. Ods. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvut. \xiv. (1495) 819 A yonge 
Cowe is..compellyd to folowe euen and foreryght the 
steppes and fores of oxen. 1548 Etyor, Aduersus .. fore 
ryght againste. 1548 Upatt, etc. Erasm. Par. Luke xix. 
30 The litell toune yt ye see yonder foreright ayenst you. 
1608 Armin West Nin. (1842) x To looke fore-right I can 
not, because judgment out-lookes mee. 1659 Leak Water- 
wks. 30 The difference is that, this here is seen fore-right, 
and that other upon one side. 1663 SrapyLtTon Stighted 
Maid 3 Fil. Hey boy! how sits the wind? Gzos. Fore- 
right, and a brisk Gale. 1715-20 Poprr //iad xxu. 189 No 
less fore-right the rapid chace they held. 1761 STERNE 77, 
Shandy 111. xl, Surveying it transversely..then foreright, 
—then this way, andthen that. 1796 C. MarsuaLt Garden. 
xii. (r8r3) 166 Let them [shoots] not advance far foreright, 

B. prep. 

+1. Straight along. Obs.—} 

1650 Futter Pisgah u. Vv. vii. 156 Sailing (not athwart the 
breadth..but) almost foreright the length of the lake. 

2. Opposite, over against. dial. 

1858 in Hughes Scouring White Horse 140 Vp, vorights 
the Castle round They did zet I on the ground, 








FORE-RUN. 


C. adj. 

+1, a. Of a path, road, etc.: Directly in front of 
one, straight forward. Ods. 

1624 MassinGer Parl. Love m1. iii. Plays (1868) 179/2 You 
did but point me out a fore-right way To lead to certain 
happiness. @1669 Somner Roman Ports & Forts 50 A 
direct and foreright continued current and passage. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 145 A straight or Foreright Ascent. 
1748 RicHARDSON Clarissa Wks. (1883) VIL. 315 You have 
only had the foreright path you were in overwhelmed. 

+b. Of a wind: Straight on the line of one’s 
course, favourable. Ods. 

1605 CHAPMAN, etc. Hastw. Hoe 111.ii, Ther’s a foreright 
winde continuall wafts vs till we come at Virginia. 1615 
— Odyss. 111. 244 Nor ever left the wind his foreright force. 
1632 QuarLEs Div, Fancies 1. xciy. (1660) 95 His sayle 
Being fill’d and prosper’d with a fore-right Gale. 

2. Of a branch, etc. ; Shooting straight out. 

1741 Compl. Fam. Piece u. iii. 388 Take off all fore-right 
or trailing Branches. 1802 W. Forsytu Fruit Tyees ii. 
(1824) 34 They will frequently throw out small dugs, or 
foreright shoots. 1882 Gard. Chron. XVII. 675 Removing 
. all foreright shoots. 

3. dial. Of persons: a. Going straight ahead 
without regard of consequences, headstrong. b. 
Honest, straightforward; also, plain-spoken, blunt. 

& 1736 PeccE Kenticisms (E.D.S.) s.v. (given as a 
‘Hants’ word), 1853 Cooper Szssex Gloss. (ed. 2). 

b. 1810 Devon § Cornw. Voc. in Monthly Mag. June 
436 ‘A foreright man’, that is, a plain honest man. 1880 
Mrs. Parr Adam & Eve 11. 213 Be foreright in all you do. 

D. sb. [The aaj. used absol.] 
+a. Something straightforward (oés.). b. A 


foreright shoot; cf. C. 2. @. dzal. (see quot.). 

a. 1754 RicHarpson Grazdison VII. xiii. 75 We women 
sometimes choose to come at a point by the round-abouts, 
rather than by the fore-rights. 

b. 1882 9rnl. Horticulture 6 Apr. 288 The forerights 
unless strong being treated similarly. 

c. 1797 R. PoLwHELE Old Eng. Gentl. 54 Then..Cut 
from the buttock a convenient slice, And .. Salute the fore- 
right with as keen a knife. JVofe, ‘ Foreright’ is the coarsest 
sort of wheaten bread, made of the meal, with all the bran. 

Fore-riped : see Forz- pref. 2 b. 

Fo're-room. [f. Forz- Zvef. + Room.] 

+1. ? The forecastle of a ship. Ods. 

c1865 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chroz. Scot. (1728) ror With 
..two-handed swords in your fore-rooms. 1589 GREENE 
Sp. Masguerado Wks. (Grosart) V. 272 That woorthy Gentle- 
man..valiantly standing in the fore roome deliuered with 
Cannon his Ambassage to the Enemie. 

2. The front room or parlour. Now only U.S. 

1728 Vansr. & Cis. Prov. Husb. 1. i. 32 She has a Couple 
of clever Girls there a stitching i’ th’ Fore-room. 1774 
Foote Cozeners u. Wks. 1799 II. 174 In the fore-room, 
up one pair of stairs. 1880 E. H. Arr New Eng. Bygones 
46 This was the ‘best-room’ or as my grandfather called 
it, the ‘fore’ room. 1893 Boston (Mass.) Youth's Comp. 
16 Mar. 140/4 So we went into the fore-room, 

Fore-royal: see Forr- pref. 2 d. 

Fore-run (foerrzn), v. [f. Forz- + Run.] 

1. zwtry. To run on in front. OE. only. 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. John xx. 4 Se oder leorning-cniht for-arn 
[e950 Lixdisf. forearn] petrus forne. 

2. trans. To outrun, outstrip. Obs. exc. fig. 

1513 DouGLas A?nezs xu. vi. 61 That thai forryn and gois 
befor alway Zephirus and Nothus. 1536 BELLENDEN Cyov. 
Scot. (1821) I. 186 Gif the haris had forrun the hundis. 1842 
Tennyson 2 Voices 88 Forerun thy peers. 1879 CHURCH 
Spenser v. 119 Even genius. .cannot forerun the limitations 
of its day. 


+3. To run in front of ; hence, to act as harbinger 
of (a person). Also ¢ransf. to precede. Obs. 


1570 Levins JZanzp. 188 To forerunne, precurrere. 1615 
G. Sanpys Trav. 173 They often compassing the sepul- 
cher in a ioynt procession, are fore-run and followed by the 
people. 162r Quartes Argalus & P. (1678) 6 Chris-cross 
foreruns the Alphabet of love. 1708 STANHOPE Paraphr. 
(1709) IV. 335 And thou, my Child John, shalt fore-tell and 
immediately fore-run this Saviour, 1750 Coventry Pompey 
Litt. (1752) 36 Thus our hero, with three footmen fore- 
running his equipage, set out in triumph. 

absol. a1643 W.CartwricutT Siege v. ili, To forerun And 
lead the way t’ Elysium [is] but a duty She would not 
thank me for, 

4. To be the precursor of (a future event, etc.). 

1590 GREENE JVever too late (1600) 71 Lightning, that 
beautifies the heauen for a blaze, but foreruns stormes and 
thunder. 1x93 Suaxs, Rich. //, u. iv. 15 These signes 
fore-run the death of Kings. 1652 CorTERELL Cassandra 
v. 11. (1676) 487 This felicity was to fore-run the last I now 
can hope for. a@171xr Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 
I. 219 A Star..which Eastern Gentiles guess’d was to 
forerun The wish’d-for Dawn of the Eternal Sun. 1834 
Goop Study Med. (ed. 4) Il. 359 The symptoms that forerun 
the chicken-pox. 1859 Tennyson /dylls, Guinevere 131 
The cold wind that foreruns the morn, 

5. To anticipate, forestall. 

1sgt Rareicn Last Fight Rev. 15 By anticipating and 
forerunning false reports, 1655 H. VAUGHAN Szlex Scizt., 
Rules & Lessons (1858) 73 Our Bodies but forerun The 


-Spirit’s duty. 1849 Loner. Jlrs. Kemzble’s Readings Shaks., 


The great poet who foreruns the ages, Anticipating all 
that shall be said ! 

Hence Fo:'rerw:nning vé/. sd. and Api. a, 

1563 Harpine Let. to Fewel in Strype Ann. Ref. I. 
App. xxx. 72 Your forerunning sermon, 1580 HoLiyBanp 
Treas. Fr. Tong, Avantcourement, forerunning. 1660 
Mitton Free Commw,. Wks. (1847) 449/2 The diabolical 
forerunning Libels. 1690 Penn Rise § Progr. Quakers (1834) 
50 The consummation of the legal, and fore running of the 
Gospel times. 1818 S. E. Pierce Bk. Psalms I. 460 
Sorrows and griefs, forerunning figures of what would befall 


FORERUNNER. 


Messiah. 1872 Loner. Div. Tmg. Introitus 53 The sublime 
fore-running of their time. 

Forerunner (f6e1rv'nor).  [f. prec. +-ER1.] 

1. One who runs before, esf. one sent to prepare 
the way and herald a great man’s approach, a har- 
binger; also, a guide. Chiefly ¢vansf. and fg. 

First used zg. as rendering of L. Arawcursor, esp. of John 
the Baptist as ‘the Forerunner of Christ’. 

a1300 Cursor M. 13208 (Cott.) For-bi es he cald his 
foriner [MZS. app. reads former; Gétt. forinnier], And 
cristes aun messenger. c1440 Vork Myst, xxi. 16 Pus am 
I comen in message right, And be fore-reyner in certayne. 
1541 CoveRDALE Old Faith ix. (1547) F viij, John the 
baptist, whych was the fore runner of.. Christ. 1576 
Fieminc Panopl. Epist. 292 Followyng y® infallible foot- 
steps of thy forerunner Nature. 1634 Hrywoop W2¢ches 
Lanc. 1. i. Wks. 1874 IV. 175 Farewell Gentlemen, Ile 
be your fore-runner, To give him notice of your visite. 
a1z7ir Ken Preparatives Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 144 Death 
our Fore-runner is, and guides To Sion. 1725 Pope Odyss. 
1. 520 Did he some loan..require, Or came fore-runner of 
your scepter'd Sire? 1860 Pusey in. Proph. 594 The 
Forerunner of our Lord, 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 75 
When Claudius the..forerunner of the Roman army, ap- 
peared at Rhegium. ; 

b. Applied ¢razsf. to things. 

1579 E. K. Gloss. Spenser's Sheph. Cal. Mar. 11 The 
swallow..useth to be counted..the forerunner of springe. 
1622 Sparrow Bk. Com. Prayer (1661) 115 Advent Sundaies 
..are to Christmas Day..forerunners to prepare for it. 
1674 N. Fatrrax Bulk § Selv. Contents, Chap. I The 
Introduction or foreruner. 175 Cuesterr. Le?t. (1792) III. 
cexlii. 109 A sort of panegyric of you..which will be a very 
useful fore-runner for you. 


e. ~/, The advance-guard of an army. Chiefly 
transf. and fig. 


1835 COVERDALE W7sd, xii. 8 Thou. .sendest y? forerunners 
of thyne hoost, euen hornettes. 1645 Pacitr Heresiogr. 
(1661) 276 They..cryed out, that they were the fore-runners 
of Popery. 1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 233 Four thousand 
cavalry..had been sent forward by Servilius as his fore- 
runners. 

2. One whom another follows or comes after, 
a predecessor ; also, an ancestor. 

1595 SHAKS. Fohn 11. i. 2 Arthur, that great fore-runner of 
thy bloud, 1683 D, A. Avt Converse 7 Long descriptions of 
their own Pedigree, and grandure of their fore-runners. 
1768 STERNE Sent. F¥ourn. (1775) I. 13 My .. observations 
will be altogether of a different cast from any of my fore- 
runners, 1866 J. Martineau Zss. I. 15 Comte claims 
Hume as his chief forerunner in philosophy. 

transf, 1663 GERBIER Counsel A iva, The fore-runner of 
this Discourse was printed and dedicated to the King. 

3. That which foreruns or foreshadows something 
else; a prognostic or sign of something to follow. 

1589 GREENE Menaphon (Arb.) 39 The wrongs of my youth 
are the fore-runners of my woes in age. 1612 WooDALL 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 88 A convulsion often-times is 
a fore-runner or a messenger of death. 1764 Harmer 
Observ, xvii. 42 A squall of wind and clouds of dust are the 
usual forerunners of these first rains, 1878 Bosw. SmitH 
Carthage 112 The famine and the pestilence which are 
usually the last outcome and not the forerunners of a siege. 
4, Naut. a. A rope fastened to a harpoon. Cf. 
FoRE-GANGER. b, A rope rove through a single 
block on the foremast. ¢. (See quots.) 

a. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 158 The first of 
them is ty’d to the Fore-runner, or small Line. 

b. 1805 in Nicolas Disp. Nelson (1846) VII. 189 note, 
Got forerunners and tackles forward to secure foremast. 

ce. 1815 Halconers Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), Fore- 
Runner of the Log-line, a small piece of red buntin, laid 
into that line at a certain distance from the log. 1841 R. H. 
Dana Seaman's Man, 106 Fore-runner, a piece of rag, ter- 
minating the stray-line of the log line. 

Hence Fo‘reru:nnership, the condition or dig- 
nity of a forerunner. 

1881 A. B. Bruce Chief End Revelat. vi. 300 This fore- 
runnership of Christ. 

Foresaid (foo-1sed), a. [f. Forn- pref. +Sarp.] 
=AFORESAID. (In Sc. writings of 16th c., and in 
legal formule until 18th c., it occurs with plural 
ending forsazdis.) Now rare. 

c1o00 /ELrric Yosh. vi. 22 Iosue cweep pa siddan to bam 
foresedan zrendracum. «@1300 Cursor M. 6392 (Cott.) 
Moyses..smat it wit bis forsaid wand. 1340 Ayenb. 190 Pe 
uorzede manne. 1413 Pilgr. Sow/e (Caxton 1483) v. xiv. 105, 
I sawe a semely persone standyng nyhe the forsaid tree. 
1563 SHUTE Archit. Bjb, The measures of the forsayde 
Pillours. 1585 Jas. I. Essayes in Poeste (1869) 55 Many of 
thir foirsaides preceptis. 1679 DrypEen 7%. § Cr. 11. i. Wks. 
1883 VI. 325 All of these foresaid men are fools. 1775 ADAIR 
Amer. Ind. 321 When the fore-said warriors returned home. 
1787 Cowper Let. 17 Nov., ’Foresaid little Bishop and I 
had much talk about many things, but most about Homer. 
1821 Scorr Kenz/w. xii, An archway surmounted by the 
foresaid tower. 

ellipt, 1856 LaupER Tyactate 140 Off thir forsaids 3e sall 
be sure. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury ut. 336/2 The foresaid 
are kind of Bottles which Reapers..use to carry their 
Drink or Milk in. 31752 J. Lournian Form of Process 
(ed. 2) 120 All Cost, Skaith, Damage and Expences, he 
or his foresaids [z. e. his ‘executors, assigns, etc.’] may 
happen to sustain therethrough, 

Fore-sail (foo-1szil), [f. Forr- pref. + San; = 
Ger. vorsegel.| The principal sail set on the fore- 
mast; in square-rigged vessels, the lowest square 
sail on the foremast; in fore-and-aft rigged, the 
triangular sail before the mast. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 50 A bolte roppe 
for the foreseile. 1582 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda’s 
Cong. E. Ind. xxix, 72b, They brought themselues vnder 
their foresailes againe. 1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Urania 

ks. t His Sprit-saile, Fore-saile, Main-saile, and his 
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Mizzen. 1745 P. Tuomas ¥rxl, Anson’s Voy. 27 The next 

Day we split the Fore-sail. 1855 O. W. Hotmes Poems 

165 Many a foresail..Shall break from yard and stay. 
attrib. 1549 Conzpl. Scot. vi. 40 Hail..the foir sail scheit, 


hail ouf the bollene. 
+ Foresaw. Obs. rare. [f. Forn- pref. + 


Saw sé, saying.] a. A previous saying. b. A 
fore-saying, prediction. 

1387 Trevisa Higden 11. 177 And now the more world is 
discreued in oure four sawes in be firste book [L. 7 preceden- 
tibus], 1555 WATREMAN Fardle Facions u. viii. Liva, Inthe 
beginning of y® yere, assemblying together, thei [the Sages] 
foreshewe of raine..For aswell the kynge as the people, 
ones vndrestandyng their foresawes..shone the euilles. 

Fore-say (foeiséi:), v  [OE. foresecgan, f. 
Fore- pref. + secgan to Say.] trans. To say 
beforehand, foretell, predict. Now rare. 

cgoo tr. Beda's Hist. Contents m. xiii. (1890) 14 Det se 
biscop Aidan bam scypfarendum pone storm towardne fore- 
sezde, a1300 Cursor M. 1606 (Cott.) A propheci, pat for- 
said was bi his merci. 1543 Grarron Contn. Harding 549 
Kyng Henry y® sixte did foresaye the same, and in like 
maner prophecy of hym. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1v. 
9 He foresayth yt the people shalbe gathered together 
agayne. a1641 Bp. R. Mountacu Acts & Mon. (1642) 176 
Homer took much out of her verses, which she foresaw and 
foresaid he should doe. 1886 J. PayNE Decameron 1, 12 The 
pleasance and delight .. which belike, were it not foresaid, 
might not be looked for from such a beginning. 

Hence Foresay‘ing wd/. sb. 

1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark i. 2 The prophecies 
and foresayinges of the Prophetes. 1608-11 Bp. Hatt Z fist. 
ul. ili. Wks. (1627) 319 Whose foresayings verified in all 
particular issues are more than demonstratiue. 

Fore-scene, -scent, etc.: see Forn- pref. 


+ Fo're-seat. Ovs. [see Forn- pref. 3.] A 
seat or position in front. 

1615 Crooke Body of Maz 133 The fore-seate of the 
Hollow veine, where it groweth to the Liuer. 1715 S. SEWALL 
Diary 20 Mar. (1882) III. 42 Mr. Pemberton spake to me 
as he went by the foreseat in the morning. 

Foresee (foo1sz). Also 4-6 forsee, (6 force, 
Sc. foirsee). [OE. foreséon, f. Forn- pref. + séon 
to SEE; cf. Ger. vorsehen.] 

1. trans. To see beforehand, have prescience of. 
Often with obj. and zz. or with clause as obj. 

c1000 Ags. Ps, cxxxviil. [cxxxix.] 2 (Th.) Pu ealle mine 
wegas wel fore-sawe. c1400 Dest. Troy 2247 Pat hedis to 
pe first, And for-sees not the fer end, what may falle after. 
1813 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 781 He that of 
good heart and courage foresawe no perilles. 158x MarBeck 
Bk. Notes 331 God did fore-see and fore-knowe, that they 
should be dampned. 1611 Bis_e Prov, xxvii. 12 A prudent 
man foreseeth the euil, and hideth himselfe. 1630 PRYNNE 
Anti-Armin. 116 God from all eternity foresaw them in 
themselues to be such. 1725 De For Voy, round World 
(x840) 41, I presently foresaw, that, if I went to the ex- 
tremity, I should spoil the voyage. 1815 JANE AUSTEN 
Enina iv, Emma had very early foreseen how useful she 
might find her. 1883 Froupe Short Stud. IV. 1. x. 112 The 
empire might be laid under interdict, with the consequences 
which everyone foresaw. 

absol. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 627 What power of mind 
Foreseeing or presaging, from the Depth Of knowledge 
past or present. a1881 Rossrert1 House of Life x, The 
shadowed eyes remember and foresee. ; 

+b. Sc. To see previously; to have an interview 
with (a person) beforehand ; to inspect or consider 


beforehand. Ods. 

1s92 Sc. Acts Fas. VI (1814) III. 627 For dyuerss vtheris 
wechtie caussis and guid considerationis foirsene be his 
hienes. 1625 Burgh Rec. Glasgow (1876) 348 That na 
maner of persoun..pas heirefter to.. England without thai 
first foirsie the prouest and bailleis. 1663 SpaLpinc 77020. 
Chas. I (1829) 66 Thir articles were foreseen by the tables 
at Edinburgh, and order given to refuse the samen. 

+2. To prepare beforehand or provide; in early 
use with daz. of person, later with zo. Also, to 


provide of or with (something). Ods. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. wv. i. (1891) 256 Peet he him on his 
biscopscire zerisne stowe foresege and salde. 1513 DoucLas 
Aineis x. xii. 134 Thou sall de fyrst, quhat evyr to me 
forseyne Or providyt has mychty Jove. 1637 R. Monro 
Exped. 1. 133 This Leaguer..at all sorting Ports, being 
well foreseene with slaught-bomes and triangles, 

+b. To see to or take care about beforehand ; 

to provide for or against. With simple 04j., or 007. 
clause introduced by ¢hat. Ods. 

cgoo tr. Beda’'s Hist. 1. xxvii. (1891) 66 Swylce eac be 
heora ondlifne is to pencenne and to foreseonne pet [etc.]. 
1526 Househ. Ord. 139 The sewers..to have semblably 
charge to forsee that no part of the fruict..be in any wise 
purloyned. 1565 Act 8 Ez. c. 13 § 1 The Master, Wardens 
and Assistants of the Trinity-house..are bound to foresee 
the good Increase and Maintenance of Ships. 1577 HANMER 
Anc. Eccl. Hist. 251 He supposed it was his bounden duety 
to foresee lest the .. decrees of that councell should..be im- 
payred. 1590 Greene ever too late (1600) 62 He that 
forerepents forsees many perils. 1604 Nottingham Rec. 
(1889) IV. 267 The 7 Aldermen, .. be ouerseers for the 
towne to forsee the daunger of the visitacion. 1622 
Cats Stat. Sewers (1647) 5 The King..was bound to see 
and foresee the safety of this Realm. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 699 In Horse-Races Men are curious to fore-see, that 
there be not the least Weight upon the one Horse, more 
than vpon the other. j ’ 7‘ 

+3. intr. To exercise foresight, take’ care or 
precaution, make provision. Also, to look Zo or 


into beforehand. Ods. 

1551 T. Witson Logzke (1580) 84 Fire, nor yet water doe 
harme of them selves, but..the negligence of man, whiche 
forseeth not tothem. a 1590 Marr. Wit § Wisd. (1846) 8 
Well, as for that I shall for-se. 1594 First Pt. Contention 


FORESHADOW. 


(1843) 33 Well hath your grace foreseen into that Duke. 
1624 QuarLes Div. Poents, Job (1717) 228 He plots, com- 
plots, forsees, prevents, directs. a@1626 Bacon (J.), A king 
against a storm must foresee to a convenient stock of treasure. 


+4. (Alway) foreseen or foreseeing that: pro- 


vided that. 

1434 E£. E. Wills (1882) 99 Forseen alwey, that yf.. my 
doughtres dye [etc.]. 1533 Eryor Cast. Helthe 1. i. (1541) 
16 b, Forseene alwaye that they eate withoute gourmandyse. 
1x50 Privy Council Acts (1891) III. 79 Forseing that of 
their waiges they content their hostes for their victailes. 
1600 W. VaucHan Direct. Health (1633) 32 Foreseene also 
that they that shall drinke it thus, be not subject to the 
Chollicke. 

Hence Foresee‘ing v/. sb.; Foresee'ing p//. a., 
characterized by foresight. Fore-see‘ingly adv. 

1374 Cuaucer Troylus 1v. 961 (989) It were rather an 
opinyon Uncertein, and no stedfast forseynge. 1536 LATIMER 
and Serm. bef. Convocation Wks. I. 43 Ought we to 
attribute it to..the forseeing of the kings grace? 1567 
Triall Treas. (1850) 18 Be circumspect, therefore, forseing 
and sapient. 1594 Martowr & Nasue Dido wv. iii, Follow 
your fore-seeing stars in all. a@1653 GoucE Comm. Heb. 
xi. 39 Gods. .fore-seeing of this and that is justly stiled 
a providing it. 1728 Vansr. & Crs. Prov. Hush. 1, What 
prudent care does this deep foreseeing nation take for the 
support of its worshipful families! 1802 H. Martin Helen 
of Glenross 1. 105 Your gloomy croaking ominous fore- 
seeings. 1848 W. H. Ketty tr. ZL. Blanc’s Hist. Ten Y. 
II. 567 A wise and foreseeing policy. 1857 Ruskin Elen. 
Drawing iii. 205 You must go straight through them, 
knowingly and foreseeingly, all the way. 

Foreseeable (foo1sz‘ab’l), a. [f. prec. + -ABLE.] 
That may be foreseen. 

1804 W. Taytor in Avn. Rev. Il. 367 A rise and a fall 
foreseeable. 1840 Mutt Diss. & Disc., Bentham (1859) 1. 
387 The morality of an action depends on its foreseeable 
consequences. 


Foreseen (foo1s7'n), Zp/e. and pl. a. [pa. pple. 
of ForESEE. ] 

+1. pple. That has seen beforehand; previously 
acquainted or instructed zz; aware of. Zo make 
foreseen: to acquaint or inform previously. Ods. 

15369 Murray Zo L. B. (Harl. Lib, 37. B. 9 fo. 43) Her 
highness had been foreseen in the dukes design. 1577 
Locuievin Let. to Morton in Robertson Hist. Scot. App. 
72, 1 tho’t good to make your grace forseen of the same. 
1897 Lowe Chirurg. iv. vil. (1634) 89 For the which the 
parents and friends would be foreseene of the danger which 
may happen. a@xz6sx CatpErwoop //is¢t. Kirk (1678) II. 
490 Kersewell was rebooked for accepting the Bishoprick 
of the Isles, without making the Assembly foreseen. 


2. ~pl.a. That isseen beforehand ; also, +known 


beforehand by sight Zo. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks..573/1 An elect foresene 
to god from the beginning. @1600 Hooker Amsw. Travers’ 
Supplic. § 22 They are not reiected..without a fore-seene 
worthinesse of relection going .. in order before. 1697 
Dryden A? neid vi. 1088 At his fore-seen Approach, already 
quake The Caspian Kingdoms. 1790 BurKE #7. Rev. 
Wks. V. 145 A burst of enthusiasm on the foreseen con- 
sequences of this happy day. 1837-8 Sir W. Hamitton 
Logic xxiii. (1866) I. 454 To move in a foreseen, and, con- 
sequently, a determinate direction, 1856 Emrrson 27g. 
Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. 113 No sublime augury 
cheers the student, no secure striding from experiment 


onward to a foreseen law. 
Foreseer (foeisz‘a1). Also 6 foresear. [f. 


ForESEE v. + -ER!,] One who foresees. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Rich. III (an. 2) 33 b, That you be 
..a vigilante foresear. 1621 AInsworTtH Axmot. Devt, xviii. 
to A fore-seer or presager. 1799 Spirit Publ. Friis, (1800) 
III. 364 There are many sagacious foreseers who can calcu- 
late the loss of a reputation. 

Foreset (fosset), v. [OE. fore-settan, f. Forn 
pref. + settan to Srr.] 

+1. To set in front, put to the front. Ods. 

c825 Vesp. Psalter \xxxv[i]. 14 Da unrehtwisan. .na [JZS. 
non] foresetton bec beforan gesihbe his. a1300 Z. Z. Psalter 
exxxvi[i]. 6 If I for-set pe noght Ierusalem, ai, In biginning 
of mi fainenes al dai. 

2. To set, arrange, or settle beforehand; to pre- 
arrange, predetermine. Now rave. : 

1861 Daus tr. Bullinger on Apoc. (1573) 143 b, Hereby is 
the tyme betokened and foreset. 1587 J7isfort. Arth. u. 
iii, No Fate But is foreset. 1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 
150 To foresee and foreset the daies and times for his judg- 
ments. 1839 Baitey /es?zs iv. (1848) 35 No man can foreset 
thy coming. ; ‘ 

Hence Forese‘tting v/. sd., the action of setting 
or arranging beforehand; also quasi-concr. a pur- 
pose. Forese't ##/. a., set or determined before- 
hand. Also Fo'reset sd., set purpose. 

a1300 £. E. Psalter xviii. 5 [xlix. 4], I sal open in sauter 
mi forsettinge. 1550 Bare /mage Both Ch. u. xiv. § 11 
H viij b, To committe theym by faythfull prayer to his 
purposed decrees or for set ordinaunces. 1561 Norton & 
Sackv. Gorboduc u. ii, Whan kinges of foreset wyll neglecte 
the rede Of best aduise. 1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps. Ixxv.3 
The foresettinge of ende and measure untoo mischaunces. 
1669 WoopHEAD St. Teresa 1. Pref. 2 Rigidly exacting of 
herself the foreset portion of time for it. 

Foreset : see Forsnt, to obstruct, waylay. 

Foreset, var. f. of Forcrt, Ods. 

Fore-settled ; see Forn- pref. 2 b. 

Foreshadow (foe '1fee:dou), sd. [f. Forn- pref. 
+ SHapow sd.; suggested by next vb.] fig. A 
shadow cast before an object ; an indication or im- 


perfect representation of something to come. 

1831 CarLyLe Sart. Res. (1858) 115 Fore-shadows. .of that 
Truth and Beginning of Truths, fell mysteriously over m 
soul, 1852 J. M. LupLow Master Engineers 132 A truce is 


FORESHADOW. 


often the foreshadow of a peace. 1887 KincLaKe Crimea 
VIII. 280 The foreshadow of death was then falling on the 


mind of the Chief. 
Foreshadow (foe1)fzedou), v.  [f. Forn- pref. 


+ SHaDow v.] ¢vams. To serve as the shadow 
thrown before (an object) ; hence, to represent im- 
perfectly beforehand, prefigure, Also rarely (of a 
person), to have a foreboding of. 

1577 VAUTROUILLIER Luther on Ep. Gal. 146 The cere- 
monies commanded in the law did foreshadow Christ. @1677 
Barrow Servw. Wks. 1761. Il. xxvii. 288 Our Saviour's 
death... was by manifold types fore-shadowed. 1855 H. 
Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1872) U1. vi. xxvii. 297 These in- 
tuitions are fore-shadowed in the very first stages of an 
incipient consciousness. 1860 Motiey Netherd. (1868) I. i. 
23 The surrender of Ghent foreshadowed the fate of 
Flanders. 1864 Dickens Our Mut. Fr. u. xiv, Another 
consequence that he had never foreshadowed was [etc.]. 

Hence Foresha dowed ///. a.; Foreshadowing 
vol, sb. Also Foresha‘dower, one who or that 


which foreshadows. 

1848 Dickens Domdbey xx, The feeling..of which he had 
had some old foreshadowing in older times. . was full-formed 
now. 1866 Geo. Exior /. Holt xvii, Phrases that class our 
foreshadowed endurance among those common and igno- 
minious troubles. 1870 Morris Zarthly Par. I. 1. 306 
Dim foreshadowings of what yet might come. 18.. Chand. 
Frul. (Cent. Dict.) The foreshadowers of evil. 

Fore-shaft, -shape: see ForE- gref. 2a, 3b. 

Fore-sheet (foe1/7t). Maut. [f. Fors- pref. 
+ SHEET. ] 

1, The rope by which the lee corner of the fore- 
sail is kept in place. 

1667 Davenant & Dryben Tenzfest 1. i, Flat-in the fore- 
sheet there. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 16 Round aft 
the Main-sheets, and Fore-sheets. 1745 P. THomas Frzd. 
Anson's Voy. 28 We broke our Larboard Fore-sheet and 
fixed a new one. 

2. pl. The inner part of the bows of a boat, fitted 
with gratings upon which the bow-man stands 
(Adm. Smyth). 

1719 De For Crzsoe 1. xii, Two of the enemy’s men 
entered the boat just where this fellow stood, being in the 
fore-sheets. 1833 Marryat P. Simfle (1863) 99, I stowed 
myself away under the fore-sheets, 1883 STEvENSON T7eas, 
Ist. m1. xiii, In a jiffy I had slipped over the side, and 
curled up in the fore-sheets of the nearest boat. 

3. Comb., as fore-sheet horse, traveller (see quots.). 

1846 YounG Nawut. Dict., Fore-Sheet Horse, an iron rod or 
piece of wood fastened at its ends athwart the deck of a 
single masted vessel, before the mast, for the foresail sheet 
to travel upon. Tbid. s.v. Traveller, The Fore-sheet 
Traveller is a ring. .which traverses on the fore-sheet horse. 


+ Foreshie'ld, v. OJs. Also for-. [f. For- 
pref or Fors- pref. + SHIELD v.] trans. To ward 
off, avert; only in asseverations, as God forshield 
(that . .):=FORFEND 2. 

a1549 Murning Maidin xy, That I you sla, that God 
forscheild !_ 1562-83 Foxe A. & MW. (1583) 1583 God fore- 
shield that I should sodo. 1663 CowLey Cutter Coleman 
St. v. x, Marry, Heav’n foreshield ! 

Foreshift: see Forn- Aref. 4. 


Foreshine (foe'1fain), 5d. rare. [f. Foru- pref. 
+ SHINE sd.; suggested by Ger. vorschein.] A 
shining seen in advance. 

1864 CarLyLe Fredk. Gt. IV. 1. v. 72 The appearance, 
or indubitable foreshine, of Friedrich Wilhelm’s bayonets. 

+ Foreshi-ne,v. Ods. [f. Foru- pref. + SHINE?.] 
intr. To shine forth; also, to shine in front, throw 
light forward. Hence Foreshi‘ning v0/. sd. 

1s71 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps. xviii. 7 When fayth fore- 
shyneth untoo us..then truly is the gate set open for us. 
Ibid. xxv. 12 By the foreshining of the light of the Spirit 
they may understand what is needful to be done. 16rr 
Coryat Crudities App. 15 The Lyon old, whose princely 
heart foreshineth in his breast. 

Foreship (foesfip). [OE. forsczf, f. For- pref.2; 
Fors- pref. + scip, Su1p.] The fore part of a ship 
or vessel ; the prow. 

cxooo /Etrric Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 166 Prora .. forscip. 
13.. Coer de L, 2618 Kynge Rychard..With hys axe in 
foreschyp stood. 1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) V.159 The erle 
.. inquirede of hym syttinge in the foreschippe, wheper he 
see of Athanasius. 1526 TINnDALE Acts xxvii. 30 Asthough 
they wolde have caste ancres out off the forshippe. 1895 
Daily News 1 Feb. 7/2 The stem .. is gone above water to 
the third frame, but there is no water in the foreship. 

Fore-shoe, -shop: see Forz- fref. 2a and 3. 


Foreshore (f6e'1f6e1). [f. Forn- Zref + SHoRE.] 

1. The fore part of the shore; that part which 
lies between the high- and low-water marks ; occas. 
the ground lying between the edge of the water 
and the land which is cultivated or built upon. 

1764 Skeffling Inclos. Act 13 Land or ground, as a new 
fore shore to the said river. 1839 STONEHOUSE A -rholme 56 
Stone heaps which are put out for the defence of the fore- 
shores. 1864 J. G. Bertram Notes Trav. 1862-3. 67 The 
moment the tide runs back the foreshore is at once overrun 
with a legion of hungry people. 1894 Sata Loud. up to 
date xxiy. 360 Many grand patrician houses existed on this 
foreshore [of the Thames] from Essex Street down to 
Hungerford. { 

transf. 1874 T. Harpy Madding Crowd Il. i. 15 The 
foreshores and promontories of coppery cloud which bounded 
a green and pellucid expanse in the western sky. 

2. Hydraul, Engin. (See quot. 1874.) 

1841 Brees Gloss. Civ. Engin. 34, D, the foreshore, 1873 
F. Ropertson Engineering Notes 61 A slope..terminating 
in a long nearly level berm called a foreshore. 1874 Knicur 


Vou. IV. 


* Some call it Fore-Shortning. 
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Dict. Mech. \. 905/1 Fore-shore (Hydraulic Engineering) 
(a), a bank alittle distance from a sea-wall to break the force 
of the surf; (4), the seaward projecting, slightly inclined 


portion of a breakwater. 

Foreshorten (foo1{pit’n), v. [f. Foru- pref. 
+ SHORTEN v.] 

1. trans. Of the effect of visual perspective : 
To cause (an object) to be apparently shortened 
in the directions not lying in a plane perpendi- 
cular to the line of sight. Ofadraughtsman: To 
delineate (an object) so as to represent this apparent 
shortening. 

1606 Peacuam A7vt Drawing 28 If I should paint..an 
horse with his brest and head looking full in my face, I must 
of necessity foreshorten him behinde. 1650 BuLWER Av- 
thropomet, 261 Much Art being used to make the Foot shew 
as foreshortned. a@1680 BuTLer Rem. (1759) I. 263 “Tis 
a greater Mystery in the Art Of painting to foreshorten any 
Part, Than draw it out. 1784 Sir J. Reynotps Disc. xil. 
(1876) 51 The best of the painters could not even foreshorten 
the foot. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. iii, His legs fore- 
shortened to the size of salt-spoons. 1853 Herscuet Pof. 
Lect. Sc. v. § 9 (1873) 184 To fore-shorten its whole length 
into one joint. 

transf. and fig. 1768 SpeNcE Parallel 22 After he had 
taken to this way of fore-shortening his reading, if I may be 
allowed so odd an expression. 1850 TENNyson /z Mem. 
Ixxvii, Lives, that lie Fore-shorten’d in the tract of time. 

absol, 1841 W.Spavpinc /taly & [t. Ls. 11.356 The master’s 
mechanical skill, especially in foreshortening on the ceiling. 

2. nonce-use. In literal sense: To shorten or 
curtail in advance. 

1839 BaiLey Festzs xiii. (1848) 122 Youth forestalling and 
foreshortening age, 

Hence Foresho‘rtened £#/. a. 

1654 Marve First Anniversary, Foreshortned time its 
useless course would stay. 183x Brewster Vat. Magic v. 
(1833) 122 The fore-shortened figure of a dead body lying 
horizontally. 1859 Gutiick & Timps Paint. 147 It was by 
such means that Correggio painted his wonderful fore- 
shortened figures. 1874 Lapy Herpert tr. Hzbner's 
Ramble i. vii. (1878) 88 Placed close together these moun- 
tains all look to us foreshortened. 


Foresho'rtening, v//. sd. [f. prec. + -Ina}.] 
The action of the vb. FORESHORTEN. 

1606 PeAacHAm Art Drawing 27 Of fore-shortning. 1686 
Acuionsy Painting Illustr. Explan. Terms, Shortning is, 
when a Figure seems of greater quantity than really it is.. 
1784 BLAGDEN in PAz/. Trans. 
LXXIV. 205 The fore-shortening .. of the tail. 1859 
Gutiick & Times Pazzt. 39 Correct foreshortening is one 
of the greatest difficulties in art. 1860 Pusry Mix. Proph. 
494 Prophecy, in its long perspective, uses a continual fore- 
shortening. 

Foreshot (foe1fpt). [f. Forn- pref. + SHor.] 

1. A projecting part of a building. 

1839 Brack H7st. Brechin viii. 18 The Timber Market, 
formerly so obstructed with foreshots covered with thatch, 

2. In distilling ; The spirits which first come over. 

1893 Brit. Med. Frnd. 1 Apr. 708/1 The alcohol which had 
not passed over in the ‘fore-shots’ and the ‘clean spirits’. 


Fore-shoulder: see Fors- pref. 3 b. 


+ Fo'reshow, sd. Obs. [f. Foru- pref. + SHow 
sb,] A manifestation beforehand; a previous in- 
dication or token; a prefiguration. 

1848 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark iii. 35 Here was 
made a foreshewe of the churche, that should be gathered 
together. 1584 R. Scot Discov. Witcher. x1. vi. 157 Pretend- 
ing that everie bird and beast, &c., should be sent from the 
gods as foreshewes of somewhat. 1600 FarrFAx Z7asso X11, 
liv. 245 With vermile drops at eau’n his tresses bleed, Fore- 
showes of future heat, 1603 FLorio Montaigne 1. xxv. 
(1632) 69 The foreshew of their inclination whilest they are 


young is so uncertaine. 
Foreshow (foesfou), v. [OE. forescéawian, 


f. Foru- pref. + scéawian to SHOW.] 
+1. trans. To look out for; to provide; to con- 
template in the future. Only OF. and early ME, 
c1o00 AitFric Fudg? vi. 8 He him foresceawode sumne 
heretogan. @1175 Cott. Home. 227 Se time com be god 
forescewede. cx1200 Vices § pegee Ce) 17 Dare hierte 
Se ne wile forsceawin h(w)ider he scal danne he henen fard. 
2. To show or make known beforehand ; chiefly, 


to foretell, prognosticate. 

1s61 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. u. 82 God there fore- 
sheweth some peculiar thing concerning his electes, 1642-46 
in Quincy Hist. Harvard Univ. (1840) I. 517 No scholar 
shall... unless foreshowed and allowed by the President .. 
be absent from his studies..above an hour. 1651 C. Carr- 
wricHT Cert. Relig. 1.110 He foreshews that many should 
come inhisname. 1711 Pope Temp. Fame 462 Astrologers, 
that future fates foreshew. 1826 E. Irvine Badylon II. 
316 He gave Enoch a commission to foreshow the deluge. 
1879 Butcuer & Lanc Odyss. 196 If thou hurtest them, 
I foreshow ruin for thy ship. : 

b. Of things: To indicate beforehand, give pro- 
mise or warning of ; to foreshadow, prefigure. 

160r CHESTER Love's Mart. cix. (1878) 71 The Sunne did 
frowne, Fore-shewing to his men a blacke-fac’t day. 1776 
G. Horne Psalms xlvii. 3 That great conquest, foreshewed 
by the victories of Joshua. ¢1790 Imison Sch. Avt I. 132 
The falling of the mercury foreshews thunder. 1834 Goop 
Study Med. (ed. 4) 11. 245 Aphthe frequently .. foreshow 
imminent death. 1860 Pusey Mix. Proph. 40 God had.. 
enjoined sacrifice, to foreshow and plead to Himself the one 
meritorious Sacrifice of Christ. ? 

+3. To show forth, betoken, display. Ods. 

1590 [TarLton] News Purgat. (1844) 91 Glances that fore- 
shewed good will. 1607H.Arruincron Princ. Points 1. v, 
To view God’s Creatures.. How do they all his loue fore- 
shew. 1608 Saks. Per. iv, i, 86 Your lookes fore-shew 
You haue a gentle heart. 





FORESIGHT. 


Hence Foresho'wn ///.a. Also Foresho'wer, 
one who or that which foreshows. 

1555 WATREMAN Fardle Facions Pref. 13 Deuilles, fore- 
shewers of thinges. 1585 App. Sanpys Sevmz. (1841) 388 
The signs. .which should be the foreshewers of this terrible 
day. 1658 Bromuatt 7veat. Specters iv. 258 [They] were 
fore-shewers of ahappy voyage. 1755 JOHNSON, Moreteller, 
predicter, foreshower. 1844 Mrs. Browninc Drama of 
L£xile Poems 1850 I. 68 The voices of foreshown Humanity. 
18532 Peacock Ws. (1875) III. 380 To all mankind death 
is the foreshown doom, 

Foreshowing (foerfduin), vd/. sb. [f. prec. 
vb.+-InG!.] The action of the vb. ForEsHow. 

axo50 Liber Scintil. vi. (1889) 28 Atihtincge his mid 
eallum gepances bigenge on godes foresceawunge [comtenz- 
Platione| sefeestnad. a1300 Cursor M. 5745 (Cott.) pis was 
a fore-sceuing scene O moder bath and maiden clene. 1561 
T. Norton Calvin's [ust. 1. 56 b, The vnbeleuers. .do faine 
that their felicitie or misery doth hang on the decrees and 
foreshewinges of the starres. 1609 Bis_E (Douay) Proph. 
Bks. Comm., Al the old Testament is a general prophecie, 
and forshewing of the New. 1846 Trencu Mirac. xv. 
(1862) 261 Many .. found in these healing influences of the 
pool of Bethesda a foreshowing of future benefits, 

Fore-shrouds: see Fore- pref. 3 d. 

Foreside (foe-1said). Also 5-7 for-. [f. FoRE- 
pref.+SipE. Cf. Du. voorzijde, Ger. vorseite.] 

1. The fore part; the front; also, the upper side 
(of anything). Now rare exc. techn. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 161 Pese .vij. ribbis. .in be for- 
side of a man. .have no fastnynge to no boon. 1489 CaxTon 
Faytes of A.1. xxvii. 82 Sharp yrons were dressed to the 
foresyde of the same engyn, 1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Luke vii. 85b, The tables. .letted hir to. .cast hir self down 
prostrate on the foresyde, at the fete of Jesus. 1569 W7d/s 
& Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1835) 311 On lytlye pattlett sett wth 
pearll on the forsyd. 1642 Relat. Action bef. Cyrencester 8 
The Colonell perceiving the garden wall .. too high to be 
entred on the foreside. 1670-98 Lassets Voy. [taly II. 103 
The picture .. turns upon a frame, and shews you both the 
fore-side of those combatants, and their backsides too. 
1738 [G. Smit] Curious Relat. 1. iv. 470 They have another 
Skin .. which covers their Back, and a square one to cover 
their Foreside. 1762 SterNE 77. Shandy V. xxix, Over- 
turning it upside-down, and fore-side back, 1884 F. J. 
Britten Watch § Clockm. 9 Making the backs of the 
escape wheel teeth radial and the foresides curved. 

Jig. 1896 Spenser F, Q. V. iii. 39 When these counterfeits 
were thus uncased Out of the foreside of their forgerie. . All 
gan to jest and gibe full merilie. a@ 1655 Vines Lora’s Supp. 
(1677) 343 There [at the bottom] lies abundance of self-love, 
and self-interest, even when there is a good countenance 
and fore-side. 1685 Renwick Sev77z., etc. xiii. (1776) 159 
Hills and Vallies..are all written over, backside and fore- 
side with legible characters of the knowledge of God. 


2. The front side or edge. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 164 Raiser, is a Board set on 
edge under the Fore-side of a step. 


3. attrib. 

a 1643 W. Cartwricut Lady-Errant v. i, This foreside 
blow Cuts off thrice three, this back-blow thrice three more. 

Foresight (foossit). [f. Fore- pref. + Sicut. 
Cf. OHG. forasiht, Ger. vorsicht.} 

1. The action or faculty of foreseeing what must 
happen; prevision. 

14.. LypG. Secrees 173 Haue ther with Consyderacyon Be 
a forsyght and cleer inspeccyon. 1553 T. Witson Rher. 
17b, Foresight is a gatheryng by conjectures what shall 
happen. 1656 Br. Hatt Occas. Medit. (1851) 19 Want of 
foresight makes thee more merry. 1791 Burke 7h. on 
Fr. Affairs Wks. V1. 83 The effects rather of blind terrour 
than of enlightened foresight. 1815 JANE AUSTEN E7270 
ut. iii, On fire with speculation and foresight. 1856 SmytH 
Roman Family Coins 245 Nor had he foresight enough to 
see the true interests of his country. 

2. The action of looking forward (é#. and jig.) ; 
also, a look forward (at some distant object). 

1591 SPENSER JMiiofot. 389 The foolish flie without fore- 
sight. 1656 Br. Hatt Occas. Medit. (1851) 22 My very eye 
is weary with the foresight of so great a distance. 1667 
Mitton P. LZ. x1. 368 Let Eve .. Here sleep below, while 
thou to foresight wak’st. 1778 Pennant Zour Wales (1883) 
I. 20 From the Summit of Garreg .. the traveller may have 
an august foresight of the lofty tract of Snowdon. 1885 
Wauyte Metvitie J Lena Deltaiv. 50 Aftersight informed 
us of much that our foresight had overlooked. 

b. Perception gained by looking forward; pros- 
pect; a sight or view into the future. 

1422 E. FE. Wills (1882) 49 Hauyng gode in forsyght, 
I haue maad and ordened this my.. last wylle. ¢1q2z 
Hoccieve Learn to Die 527 Forsighte at al ne haan tho 
wrecches noon Of the harm which ther-of moot folwe neede. 
1594 Carew Huarte’'s Exam. Wits xi. (1596) 169 The 
thoughts of mortal men are timorous, and their foresights 
yneertaine. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Comsc. v. (1654) 30 Joseph, 
out of the fore-sight of a following dearth, bought up the 
seven yeares graine for Pharaoh. @1674 CLARENDON S777. 
Leviath. (1676) 176 Upon a fore-sight that the fire may 
come thither. 1736 Butter Ava. 1. il. 49 Our foresight of 
those consequences, is a warning given us. 1876 Moziry 
Univ. Serm. iii. 62 We are guarded against the naked effect 
of the perpetual foresight of death. 

8. Care or provision for the future. : 

1375 Barsour Bruce xx. 314 With sa gude forsicht and 
sa viss, Or his furth-passyng ordanit he, That [etc.]. 
1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1. v, If by prudent forsyght, Thou 
haddest had grace for to record aryht. 1513 DoucLas 
Aineis vu. ix. 74 Gyf it be sa 3our godhed. . Be prescience 
provyd hes, and forsichtis. 1603 Knottes “ist. Turks 
(x638) rrr Counsell grounded vpon no wise foresight or 
approued experience, was more dangerous to him, 1732 
Lepiarp Sethos II, vin. 257 He had had the foresight to 
order [it]. 1833 Hr. Martineau Manch. Strike viii. 85 
Those least disposed to foresight could not help ae He 
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FORESIGHTED. 


what was to be done next time. a@ 1862 Buckie Misc. Wks. 
(1872) I. 155 In hot climates, nature being bountiful, man is 
not obliged to use foresight. 
+b. (God's, Divine) foresight: = PROVIDENCE. 

Also, an instance or effect of Divine Providence. 

a1300 Cursor M. 284 (Cott.) Pis lauerd pat is so mikil 
of mi3t puruaid al in his for-sight. 1375 BArsour Bruce 1. 
460 God..Preserwyt thaim in hys forsycht. 1559 Jirr. 
Mag., Dk. Clarence \vi, Wo wurth the wretch yt strives 
with gods forsighte. 1635-56 CowLey Davideis 11. 827 
Shapd in the glass of the divine Foresight. 1664 MarveLL 
Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 167, I find now..that my want of 
language hath been but a foresight of the King my Master, 
an/ a fit complement upon His part. 

4. Surveying. (See quot.). ?U.S. only. 

1855 Davies & Peck Math. Dict. (1857), Foresight, any 
reading of the leveling-rod, after the first, taken at a given 
station. The first reading is called a dack-sight. 

5. The foremost of the two sights on a gun; the 


muzzle-sight. 

1859 Musketry Instruct. 25 Raise the folding sight and the 
eye..until the fore-sight is in a line with the bull’s-eye. 
1880 7vzes 18 Oct. 4/3 In using the rifle a native rarely 
avails himself of the foresight. 

Foresighted (foo-ssitéd), ZA/7. a. [f. prec. 
+ -ED 2.] Gifted with or having foresight ; char- 
acterized or controlled by foresight. 

1660 tr. Amyraldus’ Treat. conc. Relig. 1. iv. 54 A fore- 
sighted and rational conduct of things to their end. 1700 
Astry tr. Saavedra-Faxardo 11, 37 The Thebans did not 
desire Princes so foresighted. 1775 Apair Amer. Ind. 286 
The fore-sighted French knew their fickle and treacherous 
disposition. 1891 ATKInson Last of Giant Killers 121 The 
most foresighted and farsighted of mortals. 

Foresightful (foo1ssitful), a. [f. as prec. + 
-FUL.] Full of or possessed of foresight. 

1580 SIDNEY A7cadia (1622) 104 The foresightfull care he 
had of his silly successour. did. 205 Giue vs foresightfull 
mindes. 1668 G.C.in H. More Div. Dial. 2nd Pref. (1713) 
27 Foresightful Solicitude in the behalf of the Kingdom of 
God. 1855 SINGLETON Virgil II. 75 Thou also, O most holy 
prophetess Foresightful of futurity. 1889 F. Hatv in 
Nation (N. Y.) XLVIII. 389/1 A..well-informed, and, for 
the most part, foresightful writer. 


Foresightless (foe1ssitlés), a. [f. as prec. 
+-LESS.] Without foresight. Implied in Fo:re- 
sightlessness, the condition of being without 
foresight. 

1880 G. Macponatp Diary Old Soul 28 Mar., Lost in 
oblivion and foresightlessness. 

Fore-sign: see Forn- pref. 4. 
Foresignifica'tion. vare—'. [f. Forn- pref. 
+ SIGNIFICATION.] A signification in advance of 
some future event ; a premonition. 


1592 tr. Femzus on Rev. viii. 1 The seventh seale is the 
next foresignification. 
FPoresignify (fosssi‘gnifai), v. [f. Forn- pref 
+Sieniry v.] ¢rans. To signify beforehand. 
a. To betoken beforehand, prefigure, typify. 
1565 JewEeL Repl. Harding (1611) 348 In the Sacrament 
it selfe there is a thing foresignified. 1613-18 Danrex Co/Z. 
Hist. Eng. (1626) 57 An exceeding great Ecclipse of the 
Sun..was taken to fore-signifie his death. 1697 DrypEN 
Virgil Life (1721) I. 63 He hardly ever describes the rising 
of the Sun, but with some Circumstance, which fore-signifies 
the Fortune of the Day. 1860 Pusey Min. Proph. 559 That 
symbolic Blood, by which, foresignifying the new Covenant, 
He made them His own people. 
+b. To intimate beforehand, foretell. With 


simple 047. or with object sentence. Ods. 

1597 Hooker Zec/. Pol. v. \xii. § 8 Christ had foresignified, 
that..his absence would soone make them apt to fast. 1614 
Raeicu Hist, Worldv. vi.§ 3 His death..was foresignified 
vnto Perseus, by Calligenes. 1678 Cupwortu Jxtell. Syst. 
jor [Spectres] sometimes do fore-signifie unto men future 
events. 1695 Bp. Parrick Comm. Gen, 271 God hereby 
fore-signified their Sins should be expiated by Sacrifices. 

Hence Foresi-gnifying v#/. sb. and AA. a. 

1592 tr. Funius on Rev. vi. 1 The foresignifying .. of all 
the evils which God powreth out upon this world. 1860 
Pusey Min. Proph, 285 Jonah .. wore a foresignifying 
character. 

Fore-sin, -sing: see Forn- pref. 2 a and 4. 

Foreskin (foo1skin). [f. Forn- pref. + SKIN sd.] 
The prepuce. 

1535 CoverDALE Exod. iv. 25 Then toke Zipora a stone, 
and circumcyded the foreskynne of hirsonne. 1643 Mi.ton 
Divorce ui. vi. (1851) 77 Not sparing the tender fore-skin of 
any male infant. 1712 Swirr Wonderful Proph. Wks. 1755 
III. 1. 174 The Free-thinkers. .shall be converted to Judaism: 
and the Sultan shall receive the foreskins of Toland and 
Collins, 1804 ABERNETHY Swrg. Obs. 167 Sometimes .. the 
disease shifts its ground and attacks the foreskin. 1868 
Chambers’ Encycl. U1. 50 The cutting off the foreskin. .[is] 
a rite widely diffused among ancient and modern nations. 

Jig. 1535 CoverpaLte ¥er. iv. 4 Be circumcided in the 
Lorde, and cut awaye the foreskynne of youre hertes, 

Fore-skirt: see Forn- pref. 3. 

Foreslack: see Forsiack. 


Foresleeve (foe1slzv). [f. Forn- pref. + 
SLEEVE.] a. The fore part ofasleeve. +b. (See 
quot. 1538.) (ods.). +e. A loose ornamental sleeve 
formerly worn over the ordinary sleeve (0ds.). 
d. That part of a dress-sleeve which covers the 
fore-arm, 

1377 Lanct. P. P2. B. vy. 81 Of a freres frokke were the 
forsleues. c 1523 Juv. Goods Dame Hungerford in Archzo- 
logia (1860) XX XVIII. 372 Item, a doblet of blake satten, 
the forsleves and the plagarde of tyncell. 1538 Etyor Dict, 
Cubitale, a forsleue of a garmente, whiche keuereth the arme 
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from the elbowe downwarde. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen, VILL 
(an. 12) 83 Ruffed sleves with foresleves pendant. 1649 
Bury Wills (1850) 221, I give to my sister Fuller my..paire 
of foresleeues. 1892 Daily News 29 July 3/3 A collar, sash, 
and foresleeves to match carried out the scheme of colour. 

Foreslow : see Forstow. 

Fore-smell, -smock, etc.: see Foru- pref. 

Foresold (foe1sd"-1d), pple. Comm. [f. Forn- 
pref. + sold pa. pple. of SELL v.] Of a manufac- 
turer, etc.: That has sold goods not yet produced. 

1883 Scotsman g May 8 Makers are heavily foresold, and 
prices are very firm. 

Forespar: see Forn- pref. 5. 

Forespeak (foe1spzk), v. Also for-. [f. Forn- 


| pref. + SPEAK v.] 


1. trans. To speak beforehand; to speak of be- 
forehand, esf. to foretell, predict. Now rave. 
+ Occasionally of a thing: To betoken. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 630 Let hym with the lettir passe, 
Till entyr It, as for-spokin was. 1548 Gest Pr, Masse 
110 Hys antecedent .. was not to sacryfyce his body wherof 
he forspoke never word. 1654 H. L’Estrance Chas. [ 
(1655) 9t Every man would now be wise and fore-speak 
fair weather. .how truly a few moneths will discover. 1667 
Disc. Religion of England 27 Thougha peoples discom- 
posure doth not forespeak Warrs and Tumults, yet it may 
denounce Woeand Misery. 1850 BLackir “schylus I. 165, 
I must flee. .and hie me where the god Forespoke me refuge. 
1877 J. B. Taytor in /nxternat. Rev. 1V. 417 He [Tennyson] 
has not. .forespoken the deeper problems which shall engage 
the generation to come. 

+ b. To speak to (a person) beforehand. Obs. 

1635 J. Haywarp tr. Biondz's Ban. Virgin 143 My Physi- 
tian had, in fore-speaking the women..made every of them 
beleeve, that [etc.]. 1692 WacstTarFre Vind. Carol. Pref., 
Our Author has forespoken his Reader with a long Preface. 

+ 2. zntr. To speak beforehand ; chzefly, to utter 


predictions, prophesy. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 2947 (Cott.) Als sco for spak, right sua bai 
wroght. 1557 JV. 7. (Genev.) Hfis?. *iv, First Isaie forespake 
vnto, how that he sholde be borne of a Virgine. 1586 J. 
Hooxer Girald. Irel. in Holinshed U1, 43/1 The Irish prophet 
..forespeaking of this battell said [etc.]. 1646 P. BuLKELEY 
Gospel Covt. 1. 110 These are the days fore-spoken of. 1656 
CromweELt SZ. 17 Sept. in Burton's Diary (1828) Introd. I. 
155 The head of the anti-Christian interest, that is. .so fore- 
spoken of. 

+ 3. trans. To speak forth or out; to proclaim. 

1546 J. Heywoop Prov, (1867) 31 Forspeake not your for- 
tune, nor hide not your neede. a@1547 Surrey Ps. lxxiii. 66 
My unworthy lips..Shall thus forespeak thy secret works, 
in sight of Adams race. y 

4. To speak for or bespeak in advance. 

1659 H. L’Estrance Alliance Div..Of7. 36 That they 
might the better forespeak impunity for so strange boldness. 
1882 Ocitv., Horespeak..to buy a thing before it is fit or in 
the market ; to bespeak ; as, that calf is forespoken. (Scozch). 

Hence Forespea‘king ///. a. 

1650 W. Sciater Malachy Ep. Ded. 1. Forespeaking and 
. .conjecturing natures. 

Forespeak : see ForSPEAK, to bewitch, etc. 


+ Forespea‘ker. Olds. [f. prec. + -ER1.] 
One who speaks for another; an advocate. 


(The later examples are Sc.) 

c1178 Lamb. Hon. 83 Pes Mon bi-com uorspeker. 13.. 
in Red, Ant. II. 229 Come, shuppere, Holy Gost .. Thou 
that art cleped vorspekere. 1427 Sc. Acts Fas. J(1814) II. 16 
Consalers & forspekars nedful til his caus. 1533 BELLENDEN 
Livy us. (1822) 183 The hous of Fabis .. made Ceso Fabius, 
consul, to be forespekare for thaim. 1609 Skene Reg. Maz. 
12 The defender, nor his forespeaker sould nocht be chal- 
lenged be anie petition of the persewer. 1768 Ross Helenore 
(1789) 104 She..nae forspeakers has her cause to ca’, 

. One who speaks first ; the leader of a meeting. 

1s5z Hutoet, Forespeaker, or whych speaketh firste, 
antiloguus. 1745 Westry lWks. (1830) I. 491 A congrega- 
tion so..noisy, encouraged thereto by their forespeaker, 
a drunken alehouse keeper. ’ 

3. Sc. The foreman of a jury. 

ax600 Aderd. Reg. (Jam.). 


Forespeaking, v/. si. [f. as prec, + -InG 1.] 

The action of the vb. FoRESPEAK; fa prelimi- 
nary speech, preface; a prediction. 

1480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 31 This place is but a forspekyng 
and not a full tretis ther-of. 1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. 
Fohn xii. 33 Sum .. which did coniecte (bicause of the 
forespeakyng of death) that he had spoken of the torment of 
the crosse. 1563-87 Foxe A. § JZ. (1596) 107/2 The fore- 
speaking of Austin was heere verified upon the Britains, 
1614 RareicH Hist. World u. (1634) 237 The..mysticall 
fore-speakings of Christ. 1645 R. Norwoop in Prynne 
Disc. Prodigious New Blazing-Stars App.26 Horrible fore- 
speakings, threatnings .. and censures have been publikely 
denounced against me. 1694 Pepys in Academy 9 Aug. 
(1890) 110/3 Your Fount for Musick, which I am pleas’d 
with yo® fore-speaking soe well of. 


Forespecified: see Forn- pref. 2 b. 
+Fo'respeech. Obs. [f. Forn- pref. + SPrecu ; 


in OE. forespréc, -spéc.] 

1. An introductory speech, a preface. 

¢ 1000 /ELFric Gloss. Supp. in Wr.-Wiilcker 172 Praefatio, 
forespec. 1340 Ayenb. 105 Nou hest pou yherd pe uore- 
speche of be holy pater noster. 1578 J. Srockwoop Serwz. 
24 Aug. 4, I will vse no fore-speech..set out with some 
Rhetoricall florishe. 1599 THYNNE Azimmadv. (1875) 5 In 
your forespeche to the reader, yo" saye fc} I R 
HotmMe Armoury ut. 200/1 A Prologue, Preface or fore- 
speech. .opens the state of a Comedy or Fable. 


2. ? A speaking for or on behalf of. 


¢ 1300 Cursor M. 28762 Or elles in word or werk helpand, 
oper in for-spece or in consail, bat mai be nede oght auail. 





FOREST. 


c1585 Pitkincton E-xfos. Nehem. ii. 9 Where God delivered 
his people by the forespeech of their enemies. 


Forespeed (foe1sp7'd), v. rave. [See Forn- 
pref.\ trans. To speed in front of, outrun. 

1872 Brackie Death Columba, Lays Hight. §& Isl. 22 
Eager at the sound, Columba In the way foresped the rest. 


+ Forespe'll, v. Oss. [f. Forn- pref. + SPELL.] 
trans. Tospell beforehand. a. To predict. b. To 


decipher beforehand. 

1611 Panegyr. Verses in Coryat’s Crudities Some barde 
..had forespeld That it should stand .. Till Whiting over it 
did ferrie. 1652 GauLE /agastr. 10 So written in legible 
characters, that a man may forespell and fore-read them. 


+ Forespent, 77/. a. Obs. [f. Forn- pref. + 
SPENT, pple. of SPEND.] Spent previously. 

1578 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 541 Such as 
that part of our life hath been, which is forespent, such will 
the residue be. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. ix. 43 Is not enough 
thy euill life forespent? 161x SHaks. Cyd. u. iii. 64 
Towards himselfe, his goodnesse fore-spent on vs, We must 
extend our notice. 1624 Hrywoop Gunaik, u. 88 My 
happier dayes Are all forespent. 1641 BRomE Foviall Crew 

u. Wks. 1873 III. 380 A confession of my forespent life. 

Forespoke : see ForE- pref. 

+ Forespoken, ///. a. Obs. [f. Fore- pref. 
+ SPOKEN ; in OE. foresp(r)ecen.] That has been 
spoken of before, aforesaid, before-mentioned. 

c 888 K. ELrrep Boeth. xxxviii. § 3 Do bes lean to bam 
forespecenan godum. 1625 F. Markxuam Bé. How. i. iv. 
§ 5 Without these fore-spoken disabilities. 

Fore-spritsail: see ForE- pref. 

Forest (fp:rést), sd. Also 4-5 foreste, (5 foreist, 
-eyst, Sc. forast), 6-7 forrest. [a. OF. forest (Fr. 
Jorét), ad. med.L. forest-em (stlvam) the ‘ outside’ 
wood (i.e. that lying outside the walls of the park, 
not fenced in), f. forzs out of doors. ] 

1. An extensive tract of land covered with trees 
and undergrowth, sometimes intermingled with 
pasture. Also, the trees collectively of a ‘ forest’. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3608 (Cott.) Bath in feild and in forest. 
c1350 Will. Palerne 3 In pat forest .. Pat woned a wel old 
cherl. ¢1440 /fomydon 370 With youre houndis more and 
lesse, In the forest to take my grese. @ 1631 Donne Para- 
doxes (1652) 75 Tylting, Turnying, and riding in Forrests. 
1639 S. Du Vercer tr. Camus’ Admir. Events 23 To have 
acknowledged their victories with Crowns, a Forrest of 
Laurell would scarce have sufficed. 1730-46 THomson 
Autumn 320 ‘The stooping forest pours A rustling shower 
of yet untimely leaves. 1799 CoLEBROOKE in Life (1873) 410 
The prevalence of forest renders Bejeygerh a very unwhole- 
some spot. 1835 W. Irvinc Your Prairies 149 He was 
whisked away over prairies, and forests. 1860 TyNDALL 
Glac. 1. xxvii. 196 The black pine forests on the slopes of 
the mountains. 2 

transf. and fig. 1602 SHaxs. Hawi. ut. il. 286 A Forrest 
of Feathers. 1627 Drayton Agincourt clxxvii, Vpon these 
French our Fathers wan renowne, And with their swords 
we'll hewe yan Forrest down. 1645 FULLER Good Th. in 
Bad T. (2841) 43 London (that forest of people). 1669 
Dryven Tyrannic Love i. i. Wks. 1883 III. 394 With 
a forest of their darts he strove. 1784 CowPEr 7asé Iv. 74 
Forests of no meaning spread the page In which all com- 
prehension wanders lost. 1867 A. Barry Sir C. Barry iii. 
zo A forest of spires sprang up. 1875 E. WuitE Life in 
Christ tv. xxvii. (1876) 475 A whole forest of verbal argu- 
ments. 

b. In Great Britain, the name of several districts 
formerly covered with trees, but now brought more 
or less under cultivation, always with some proper 
name attached, as Ashdown, Ettrick, Sherwood, 
Wychwood Forest. 

2. Law. A woodland district, usually belonging 
to the king, set apart for hunting wild beasts and 
game, etc. (cf. quots. 1598 and 1628); having 
special laws and officers of its own. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 375 Pe nywe forest, Pat ys in Soup- 
hamtessyre. c¢1425 Wyntoun Cron, vu. iv. 28 In huntyn 
--On a day in be Neu Forast. 1494 Fasyan Chron. (813) 
356 Confirmacon of y® statutes of y’ forest. 1598 MaNnwoop 
Lawes Forest i. §1. 1a, A Forrest is certen Territorie 
of wooddy grounds & fruitfull pastures, priuiledged for wild 
beasts and foules of Forrest, Chase and Warren, to rest and 
abide in, in the safe protection of the King, for his princely 
delight and pleasure. 1628 Coxe On Litt. § 378 A Forest 
and Chase are not but a Parke must bee inclosed. 1674 N. 
Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 22 A Chase .. may be in the 
hands of a Subject, which a Forest in its proper nature 
cannot be. 1767 Brackstone Com. I1. 414 The forests .. 
having never been disposed of in the first distribution of 
lands, were therefore held to belong to the crown. 1883 F. 
Potitock Land Laws ii. 40 The presence of trees .. is not 
required to make a forest in this sense. The great mark of 
it is the absence of enclosures. 

+3. A wild uncultivated waste, a wilderness. 

c1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 846 He wente intoa forest wild Into 
desert fram alle men. crg1x 1st Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) 
Introd. 33/c In our lande is also a grete deserte or forest. 
1578 Lyte Dodoens i. xxix. 182 Therefore we haue named 
them Camomill of the Forest, or wildernesse. 1659 D. 
Pext /mpr. Sea Proem B iij b, Away she betakes her self 
into the great and wide Forrest of the Sea. 

4. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as 
Sorest-administration, -alley, -bough, -brother, 
-craft, -deep, floor, -folk, fruit, -glade, -hearse, 
-house, -land, -lawn, -leaf, -life, -lodge, -lord, 
-matter, -nymph, -path, -ridge, -rights, -road, 
-shade, -sheriff, -side, -skirt, -sport, -steading, 
-stream., -top, -walk, -wood. Also forest-like adj. 

1838 Penny Cycl. X. 359/2 The laws and regulations 
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of *forest administration. 1844 CLoucu Wirkung in der 
Ferne Remains (1869) II. 35 In perspective, brief, uncertain, 
Are the *forest-alleys closed. 1727-46 Tomson Summer 
299 The *Forest-Boughs .. dance .. to the playful Breeze. 
«1835 Mrs. Hemans Last Constantine xc. Poems (1849) 
232 Mountain storms, whose fury hath o’erthrown It’s 
*forest-bretheren. 1894 Academy 8 Sept. 175/3 The in- 
fluence of German *forest-craft is seen in every page. 
1842 Tennyson Sir Lancelot 7 In *forest-deeps unseen. 
1864 LoweLL Fireside Tvav. 10 Green .. decay on *forest- 
floors. 1847 Mary Howirr Badlads 125 The *forest-folk 
they sing their songs. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg.1. 222 Trees 
their *Forrest-fruit deny’d. 1727-46 THOMSON Szmzmer 58 
Along the *Forest-Glade The wild Deer trip. 1820 Keats 
Isabella x\iii, She .. went into that dismal *forest-hearse, 
1646 Buck &zch. IJ, 118 Ina Lodge, or *Forest-house. 1649 
Mirton Eikon. Wks. (1847) 296/2 ‘Vheir possessions..taken 
from them, one while as *forest land, another while as crown 
land. 1809 Worpsw. Soun., ‘ Advance—come forth’, The 
hunter train .. Have roused her [Echo] from her .. *forest- 
lawn. 1727-46 Tuomson Szvzmer 1120 And stirs the *Forest- 
Leaf without a Breath. 1880 C. R. Marxnam Pern. 
Bark 165 This, the first day of our *forest-life. 161x 
Cotcr., Forestier, woodie, “forrest-like. 1824 Miss Mir- 
FoRD Village Ser. 1. (1863) 46 The more beautiful for being 
shut in with a forest-like closeness. 1847 Mary Howitr 
Ballads 147 My mother she loves that *forest-lodge. a1847 
Exiza Coox There Would I be iv, Where the dark *forest- 
lords tangle their boughs. 1659 Rusuw. Hist. Coll. m1. 
(1692) I. 129 Illegal Actions in *Forest-matters. 1612 Dray- 
ton Poly-olb, ii. 25 A *Forest-Nymph, and one of chaste 
Diana’s charge. 1821 Mrs. Hemans Vespers of Palermo 
u. ii, Oh! the *forest-paths are dim and wild. 1822 Man- 
TELL Fossils S. Dowzs 17 The *Forest-ridge constitutes the 
north-eastern extremity of the county. 1863 J WISE 
New Forest iv. 46 Cattle may..be turned out, by those 
who have *Forest rights. 1847 Mary Howitr Ladlads 140 
That every soul from Elverslie The *forest-roads might take. 
be Pore Szwimer 62 Chaste Diana haunts the *forest- 
shade. 1808 Scorr Marm. u. Introd. 85 The “Forest- 
Sheriff's lonely chace. ¢1386 Cuaucer Wife's T. 990 In 
his wey it happed him to ryde..under a *forest syde. 14.. 
Sir Beues 3360 (MS. M.) Tyl they cam to a forest syde. 
1845 G. Murray /slaford 44 Breezy jauntings..On “*forest- 
skirt. 1852 James Agues Sorel (1860) 1. 131 Well accus- 
tomed to *forest-sports. 1879 Eucycl. Brit. X. 18 The 
* *forest-steading of Galashiels’ is first mentioned in history 
shortly after the beginning of the r5th century. 1847 Mary 
Howitt Ballads 127 The *forest-streams..with a talking 
sound went by. 1819 Byron Faz 1. ciii, Its growing green 
.. waved in *forest tops. 1588 SHaxs, 77t. A. 11. i. 114 The 
*Forrest walkes are wide and spacious. 1593 — ich. J/, 
i. i, 23 You haue..fell’d my *Forrest Woods. 

b. es. with names of living beings, with sense 
‘haunting or inhabiting a forest’: as, forest-bear, 
-bee, -boar, -boy, -dove, -pony. 

1593 SHaxs. 3 Hen. VJ, u. ii. 13 Whose hand is that the 
*Forrest Beare doth licke? 1738 Westey Psalms civ. 1, 
Darkness He makes the EartA to shroud, When *Forest- 
Beasts securely stray. 1885 J. S. Srattyprass tr. Hehn’s 
Wand. Plants & Anin. 463 This keeping of *forest-bees was 
the business of the bee-master. 1870 Bryant Z/iad II. 
xvu. 195 Like hounds That spring upon a wounded “*forest- 
boar. 1847 Mary Howitr Badlads 123 He did not run 
about with the *forest-boys at play. @1835 Mrs. Hemans 
Sicilian Captive Poet. Wks. (1849) 413 Bowers wherein the 
*forest-dove her nest untroubled weaves. 1823 in Cobbett 
Rur. Rides (1885) 1. 393 As ragged as *forest-ponies in the 
month of March. 

©. objective, as forest-feller, -felling. 

1618 Cuapman Hesiod, Bk. Days 68 Let thy *forest-feller 
cut thee. all Thy chamber fuel. 1841 CartyLe Heroes 53 
Among the Northland Sovereigns .. I find some .. *Forest- 
felling Kings. 

d. instrumental, locative, and originative; as 
Jorest-belted, -born, -bosomed, -bound, -bred, -clad, 
-crowned, -dweller, -dwelling,-frowning, -rustling. 

1875 Loner. Pandora v1, Have the mountains .. the 
*forest-belted, Scattered their arms abroad. 1600 SuHaxs. 
A. Y. L. Vv. iv. 30 This boy is *forestborn, 1817 SHELLEY 
Athanase u. ii. 50 Like wind upon some *forest-bosomed 
lake. 1835 J. P. Kennepy /orse Shoe R. xiii, The seques- 
tered and “*forest-bound region in which Adair resided. 
1882 J. HawrHorne Fort. (ool 1. xiii, A specimen of art 
such as the *forest-bred lad had never happened to see 
before. 1880 A. R. Wattace Jsl, Life 208 Its [the 
Mississippi's] sources are..in *forest-clad plateaux. 1727-46 
THomson Szmmer 459 On the Sunless side Of a romantic 
Mountain *Forest-crown’d. 1866 Peacock Eng. Ch, Furni- 
ture 14 The shepherd, the hunter, the *forest-dweller, 
and the sea-rover. 1891 Atkinson Last of Giant Killers 
202 Wild or *forest-dwelling creatures. 1794 CoLERIDGE 
Monody Death Chatterton 72 Some hill, whose *forest- 
frowning side Waves o’er the murmurs of his calmer tide. 
1726-46 THomson Winter 151 From the shore. . And *forest- 
rustling mountain, comes a voice. 

5. Special combinations: forest-bed, Geol, a 
stratum originating froma primeeval forest; +forest- 
bill, a woodman’s bill-hook ; forest-brown a.,the 
trade designation of a colour used for ladies’ 
dresses; + forest-cloth, ? some woollen fabric ; 
forest-court (see quot.); + forest-fever, jungle- 
fever; forest-fly, a fly of the genus Azpfolosca, 
esp. . eguina; forest-green a. and sé., applied 
by Scott to the ‘Lincoln green’, said in the ballads 
to be the special costume of Robin Hood and his 
men; hence (?), used as the commercial name of a 
shade ofgreenin dress-material ; forest-kangaroo: 
see Forester 3b; forest-laws, laws relating to 
royal forests, enacted by William I and other 
Norman kings; forest-marble (see quot.) ; forest- 
oak (see quot.); forest-peat, wood-peat (Cent. 
Dict.) ; forest-school, a school for giving instruc- 
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tion and training in the management of forests ; 
forest-stone (see quot.) ; forest-tree, any tree of 
large growth, fitted to be a constituent part of a 
forest; forest-wards adv., towards the forest; 
+ forest-white, a kind of cloth; +forest-work, 
a decorative representation of sylvan scenery. 

1865 PacE Geol. Ternts(ed. 2), *Forest-bed, the name given 
by English geologists to a stratum which underlies the 
Glacial Drift at Cromer in Norfolk. 1488 Mem. Rip. 
(Surtees) I. 311 Cum quodam le *Forest byll..in capite per- 
cussit. 1828-40 Berry Eucycl. Herald. 1, Forest-bill or 
Wood-bilé an instrument for lopping trees, &c. 1892 Daily 
News 29 Sept. 6/2 A tea-gown of *forest brown velvet. 1769 
Dublin Mercury 16-19 Sept. 2/2 All kinds of broad cloths, 
*forrest cloths, beaver druggets. 1768 BLAckSTonE Cowzvt. 
ul. vi. 71 The *forest courts, instituted for the government of 
the king’s forests .. and for the punishment of all injuries 
done to the king’s deer [etc.]. 1799 CoLEBROoKE in Life 
(1873) 427 This disorder did not assume the worst shape of 
what is denominated the *forest fever. 1658 Row Lanp tr. 
Moufet's Theat. Ins. 934 The greater .. is the *Forrest-fly. 
1773 G. Wuite Selborue liii. (1875) 143 A species of them 
[AH zpfobosce] is familiar to horsemen in the south of England 
under the name of forest-fly. 1836-39 Topp Cyc?. Anat. II. 
867/2 The forest-fly is. .troublesome to horses in the summer. 
1810 Scorr Lady of L. ww. xii, As gay [is] the *forest-green, 
1820 — (/vanhoe iil, His dress was a tunic of forest green. 
1892 Daily News 16 Sept. 3/3 A dark forest-green gown is 
lined with tartan silk in brown and green. 1852 Mrs. 
Merepitu Jy home in Tasmania 1. 244 The Great or 
*Forest Kangaroo ((/acropus giganteus). 1598 MANwoop 
Lawes Forest vi. 34 Those that were vnlearned in the 
*Forrest lawes. 1839 KeiGHTLEy Hist. Eng. I. 103 No 
part of the royal despotism was so galling..as these 
forest-laws. 1865 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms, *Forest 
Marble, an argillaceous laminated shelly limestone. .forming 
one of the upper portions of the Lower Oolite. It derives its 
name from Whichwood Forest in Oxfordshire. 1882 J. SMITH 
Dict. Pop. Names Plants 294 Casuarina equisetifolia and 
C. torulosa .. In Australia they are known by the names of 
.. She Oak, *Forest Oak [etc.]. 1888 Pall Madi G. 4 Apr. 
5/1 The difference between skilled and unskilled management 
would more than repay the cost of a *forest school. 1787 
G, WuitE Selborne iv. (1789) 10 [A] sort of stone, called by 
the workmen sand, or *forest-stone .. composed of a small 
roundish crystalline grit, cemented together by a brown, 
terrene, ferruginous matter. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blona’s 
Gardening 145 The Trees hitherto mention’d, are .. called 
*Forest-Trees. 1814 Scotr Ld. of [sles v. xxvii, The rest 
move slowly forth with me, In shelter of the forest-tree. 


_ 1833 Hr. Martineau Briery Creek vi. 139 She looked out, 


*forest-wards, for long beforé she tried to rest. 1551-2 
Act 5 §& 6 Edw. VI, c. 6. § x All Clothes commonly called 
Pennystones or *Forest Whites. 1647 H. More Song of 
Soul 1. 1, xli, All *forrest-work is in this tapestry. 1745 
De Foes Eng. Tradesman xxii. (1841) I, 207 Finely painted 
in forest-work and figures. 

Forest (fprést),v. [f. prec.] ¢vans. a. nonce- 
use, To place in a forest. b. To plant with trees, 
convert into a forest. 

1818 Keats Endymion 11. 305 O Haunter chaste Of river 
sides, and woods .. Where .. Art thou now forested? 1865 
Q. Rev. July 18 A comparatively small surface of this vast 
range of wild country has been forested. 1885 Padd M/allG. 
11 Mar. 4/2 Ground that has not been forested. 

+ Fo're-staff. Mauwt. Obs. [f. Fore- pref. + 
SraFF.] =CROSS-STAFF 2 (see quot. 1867). 

1669 Sturmy J/ariner's Mag. u. 82 Thus I have shewed 
you how to take an Observation by the Fore-Staff. 1719 
Hattey in PAil. Trans. XXX. 993 The Moon was not too 
high to be well observed with a Forestaff. 1769 FALCONER 
Dict. Marine (1789), Arbalette, a cross-staff or fore-staff. 
1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Fore-staf7, an instrument 
formerly used at sea for taking the altitudes of heavenly 
bodies .. takes its name hence, that the observer in using it 
turns his face towards the object, in contradistinction to the 
back-staff. 

+ Fore-stage. aut. Obs. In 5 forstage. 
[f. Forn- pref. + STacE.] =FORECASTLE 1; hence 
a ship with a forecastle. Also, shzp of forestage, 
Jorestage ship. 

21345 [MS. (?of this date) is cited by J. Bree Cursory 
Sketch (1791) 110 for ‘ships of forstage’.] 1462 Paston 
Lett. No. 443 Il. 94 Thei sey, there shulde come in to 
Seyne CC. gret forstages out of Spayne. ¢1465 Evxg. 
Chron. (Camden 1856) 85 That the seyde Lord Ryvers 
shulde kepe certeyne grete forstage shyppys that were the 
erles of Warrewyk. 1481 Caxton Orat. G. Flamineus 
F iij b, Gayus Flammineus Publius .. had delyuerd to my 
gouernaunce ten shippis of forstage. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s 
Word-bk., Fore-stage, the old name for forecastle. 

Forestage ({p'réstédz). [f. Forest + -ace. In 
sense 1 ad, med.L. forestagiwm, ad. OF . forestage.] 

+1. Zaw. Given in various Dicts. as the render- 
ing of Anglo-Lat. forestagium, explained to mean 
‘duty paid by foresters to the king’, ‘duty paid to 
the king’s foresters’, ‘right to take reasonable es- 
tovers from the’forest’ (see Du Cange). Ods.—° 


2. collect. Tree-growth, forest. 
1855 Battery Jystic 83 Siberian forestage of spiry pine. 
+ Fo're-stair. Sc. Ods. exc. Hist. [f. Fore 


pref.+Srair.] (See quot. 1797.) 

100-20 Dunsar Poems |xxxii. 17 3our foirstairis makis 
jour housis mirk, Lyk na cuntray bot heir at hame. 1775 
in Cramond Annals of Banff (1891) 1. 323 James Alexander 
has erected a forestair adjoining the South front of his new 
house. 1797 G. MM. Berkeley's Poems Pref, 61 The houses 
at St. Andrews are disfigured by ..a fore-stair, that is an 
open staircase on the outside in a zigzag manner across the 
front of the house. 

Forestal (fpréstal), a. [f. Formst sd. + -an.] 
Of or pertaining to a forest. 

1827 Hattam Const. Hist. (1876) II. viii. ro The king’s 
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forestal rights. 1859-62 Lewin /zvas. Brit. 51 Any strong 
military fastness, of a forestal character, suchas the Britons 
are said to have occupied. 1878 Fraser's Mag. XVIII. 276 
These Asiatic provinces teem with forestal riches. 

Forestall (foe-1st5l), 56. Forms: 1 for(e)- 
steal(1, 2-9 forstal(l, 7 foristell, 8 forestal, 
6- forestall. In sense 2 also 7-9 fostal. [In 
sense I, OE. for-, foresteall, f. Fore- pref. + steall, 
STALL, app. used in the sense of ‘ position taken 
up’; for sense cf. the vbs. ForrLay, Forsrer. In 
sense 2 f. Forn- pref. + STALL. ] 

+1. In OE. ; an ambush, plot; an intercepting, 
waylaying, rescue. Hence in Zaw, the offence 
of waylaying or ‘interceptipg in the highway’ ; 
also, the jurisdiction in respect of this offence, often 
enumerated amongst feudal rights. Ods. 

Cf. Laws Hen. I, § 4, Forestel est, si quis ex transverso 
incurrat, vel in via expectet et assaliat inimicum suum. Also 
Concilium Culintonense, Laws of Editund (Schmid) 181, 
Et dictum est de investigetione et quzstione pecoris furati, 
ut ad villam investigetur, et non sit foristeallum aliquod illi 
vel aliqua prohibitio itineris vel questionis. 

c1ooo Aitrric How. II, 242 Da Iudeiscan ealdras .. 
smeadon hu hi Helend Crist acwellan mihton; ondredon 
him swa-deah pees folces foresteall. c 1000 Laws of 4 thelred 
v. § 31 (Schmid), Gif hwa forsteal oddon openne wider- 
cwyde onzean lah-riht Cristes od6e cyninges ahwar zewyrce. 
c1155 Charter Hen. I] in Anglia VII. 220 Grithbriches 
& hamsocne & forstalles, & infangenes thiafes. c1250 
Gloss. Law Terms in Rel. Ant. 1. 33 Forstal, ki autri 
force desturbe. 1610 HoLttanp Camden's Brit. u.75 Who 
granted unto them all Regall liberties except foure Pleas, 
namely of Burning, Rape, Forstall and Treasure Trove. 
Ibid. 1. 350 Quite and quiet from all custome, beside for 
Robbery, peace-breach, and Foristell. 

2. Something situated or placed in front. 

ta, t gen. Obs.—} 

1556 J. Heywoop Spider & FZ. Ixv. 83 Without trenching 
or such defensife forstalles, Ordnance they ley, to batter 
that castell walles. 

+b. The front part (of a cart). Ods. 

1598 Hax.uyt Voy. I. 95 The house was vpon the carte .. 
A fellow stood in the doore of the house, vpon the forestall 
of the carte driuing forth the oxen. 

ce. The space in front of a farm-house, or the 
approach to it from the road. dad. only. 

1661 Aylesford Par. Reg. in N. & Q. Ser. vi. V. 244 
Henry Gorham and John Allen .. going into y® River at 
Jerman’s fforstall to wash themselves..were both drowned. 
1674 Ray S. C. Words, A Fostal forte Forestal: A way 
leading from the high way toa great House. 1736 PeccE 
Kenticisms (E.D.8.), Horstal..a green place before an 
house; but otherwise I have known that part of a farmer’s 
yard lying just before the door call’d the forstaZ. 1836 
Coorer Szssex Gloss., Fostal [corruption of Forestal/], a 
paddock near a farm-house or a way leading thereto. 


3. A (horse’s) frontlet. Cf. headstall, 

1519 Horman Vlg. 170b, The forstall [ fronxtadia] is full 
of gylte bollyons. 1880 L. Watiace Ben-Hur 117 A bridle 
with a forestall of gold. 

Forestall (foe1st6-1), v. Also 4-6 forstal(l(e, 
6-9 forestal. [ME. f. OE. foresteall: see prec. sb. 
First recorded in the specific sense 2; cf. AF. for- 
staller, whence the agent-n. forstallour (13th c.).] 

+1. To lie in wait for, intercept, cut off (a person 
or animal). Ods. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) 1. xvii. (1859) 18 He hath.. 
greuously pursued in al that he couthe or myght ley for me 
in a wayte, and forstallyd in weyes. 1570 Levins Manip. 
13/18 To Forestall, zztercipere. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. 
Recreat. 1. (1677) 52 Which is seldom hunted at force or 
with Hounds, but onely drawn after with a Bloodhound, 
and forestall’d with Nets and Engines. 1741 CHAMBERS 
Cycl., Forestalling is particularly used in Crompton, for 
stopping a deer broken out of the forest, and preventing its 
return home again. ae 

+b. To intercept and appropriate (a living, a 
revenue). Also with away. Obs. 

1s81 Mutcaster Positions xxxvii. (1887) 163 To supplant 
the learned, and forstaull away their liuinges. 1618 Botton 
Florus i. xvii. (1636) 225 The Gentrie.. forestalled the 
publick revenewes [L. zuterceptis vectigalibus}. 

2. To intercept (goods, etc.) before they reach 
the public markets; to buy (them) up privately 
with a view to enhance the price: in former days 
an indictable offence. Ods. exc. Hist. 

[1353 Act 27 Edw. ITI, 1. c. 5 Que nul Marchant Engleis 
nengrosse ne forstalle vins en Gascoigne.] 1467 in Lxg. 
Gilds (1870) 374 That they forstalle no fysshe by the wey. 
1567 Drant Horace’s Ep. Numitius Djb, Take ship betyme, 
leste sum forestal, and bye vp all this good. 1592 GREENE 
Upst. Courtier Wks. (Grosart) XI. 283 First I alledge 
against the Grasier that he forestalleth pasturs and medow 
grounds, for the feeding of his cattell. 

absol. 14.. Chalmerlain Ayr i. (Sc. Stat. 1.), All be 
names of be furth duelland forstallaris of pe forsaid burgh 
byand and selland forstalland. 155: Rosinson tr. JZore's 
Utop. (Arb.) 44 Suffer not these riche men to bie up al, to 
ingrosse and forstalle. [See also ForesTaLuinc él. sd.] 

transf. and fig. 1727 Swirt Petition of Colliers Wks. 
1755 II. 1. 129 To confine, forestall, and monopolize the 
beams of the sun. 1775 SHERIDAN Riva/s u. i, 1am not my 
own property ; my dear Lydia has forestalled me. z 

b. To anticipate or prevent sales at (a fair, 
market) by buying up or selling goods beforehand 
or by dissuading persons from bringing in their 
goods. + Zo forestall the burgh: to make a profit 
out of the inhabitants by such practices (Sc. 0s.). 

1362 Lanct. P. Pd. A. iv. 43 He.. Forstalleb my Feire. 
Fihteb in my chepynges. 1550 Lever Sev. (Arb.) 84 As 
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couitous carles do here in Englande forstall the markettes. 
1 Skene Reg. Maz. 148 Quha forestalles the said burgh, 
be buying and selling. 1769 Brackstone Comm. IV. 158 
The offence of forestalling the market is also an offence 
against public trade. 1849 James Woodman v, Tis thus 
he always forestalls the market. .) 
fig. 1639 Futter Holy War ut. vii. (1647) 121 Philip, 
thinking to forestall the market of honour, and take up all 
for himself, hasted presently to Ptolemais. 

+3. To beset, obstruct by armed force (a way or 
passage); to bar the entrance to (a house) by a 
force stationed before it. Ods. 

1535 in W. H. Turner Sedect. Rec. Oxford 131 Gwent and 
others .. stode at y® dore and forestalled y® houses wth 
swordes drawen, and thretned me. 1544 tr. Littleton’s 
Tenures 54b, The tenant .. encountreth him & forestalleth 
him the way with force & armes. 1581 LamBARDE Z7zven. Il. 
iv. (1588) 155 If a disseisor of a house, or Land, shall fore- 
stall the way of the disseisee (with force and armes). 1614 
Srrep Hist. Gt. Brit. vi. xxxvi. § 22 The .. Inhabitants .. 
begirt them about with their hoast, and forestalled the 
passages of all supply of victuals. 

4. Hence ge. To hinder, obstruct, or prevent 
by anticipation. Now rare; cf. 5. 

1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. May 273, I you pray, With 
your ayd to forstall my neere decay. 1615 LATHAM Falconry 
(1633) 109 Garlicke and wormewood shall forstall and correct 
them. 1667 Mitton P. Z. x. 1024 God Hath wiselier 
arm’d his vengeful ire then so To be forestall’d. 1675 
Baxter Cath. Theol. u. vit. 146 You must not forestall the 
Truth by any of these false suppositions. 1768 BLacksTONE 
Comimt. III. 160 This has frequently occasioned offenders. . 
to begin a suit, in order to forestall and prevent other 
actions. 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. [ndia II. v. iv. 443 That he 
should not forestall the wishes of his allies, by the precipi- 
tate conclusion of a peace. 1863 H. Cox Jms#it. 1, vill. 98 
Endeavours to forestal a free election by papers, in the 
nature of warrants. : 

+b. To bar or deprive (a person) by previous 
action frovt, of, owt of (a thing). Obs. 

1577-87 HotinsHep Chron. I. 26/1 Purposing .. to fore- 
stall the Romans from vittels. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. 
Sept. 231 With heede and watchfullnesse, Forstallen hem of 
their wilinesse. 1611 Saks. Cyd. 1. v. 69 May This 
night fore-stall him of the comming day. 1643 PrynneE Sov. 
Power Pari. 1. (ed. 2) 3 Who would have murthered him in 
his Cradle. .to forestall him of the Crowne of England? 1660 
Baker Chron. (1674) 260 King James. .thought it stood not 
with his honour to be fore-stalled out of his own Realm. 

+5. Tc pre-occupy, secure beforehand ; also, to 
influence beforehand, prejudice. Ods. 

1572 BucHAaNnan Detect. Mary Kij, The mindis of the 
maist pairt of men weir .. forestallit wyth rewardis. 1600 
Haxtuyt Voy, (1810) III. 240 Suffered the fit places .. to 
be forestalled and taken up by the Britons of Saint Malo. 
1618 Botton Florus Ep. Ded. (1636) Aij, Seeing the glory 
of agreat Historian forestall’d by Livie. 1635 S1spes Sozles 
Confi, xiii. § 3. 193 The Jewes..were fore-stalled with vaine 
imaginations against sound repentance. 1685 Boyte Eg. 
Notion Nat. 3 Most men will be forestall’d with no mean 
prejudices against so venturous an Attempt. 

b. To pre-occupy the place of. 

1877 C. Gerkie Christ liv. (1879) 653 An unworthy attempt 

to forestal them in their Master’s favor. 


6. To be beforehand with in action; to antici- 
pate the action of, or simply, to anticipate; often 
with the additional sense of rendering ineffective, 


nugatory, or useless. (The chief current sense.) 

¢1585 Maire Em. 305 Then hie thee, Manvile, to fore- 
stall such foes. 1589 GREENE AJenafphon (Arb.) 59 Well did 
you forestall my exception. 1682 Bunyan Holy War 43 
And this he did to forestal any tidings. a 1683 OLpHAM 
Poet. Wks. (1686) 18 Let your deeds forestal intent, Forestal 
evn wishes, 1712 Appison Sect. No. 363 In Milton the 
former part of the description does not forestal the latter. 
1732 WATERLAND Wks. X. 464, I shall not forestall your 
own thoughts. 1751 LaBetye Westm. Br. 97, I will not 
forestall the Readers in the Pleasure of pronouncing the 
Result. 1828 Scorr #7. M. Perth viii, I will teach him to 
forestall my sport! 1860 Pusey Min. Proph. 293 Micah 
forestalls our Lord’s words, I am the good Shepherd, in his 
description of the Messiah. 1865 Kincstry Herew. ii, 
Whatever they were going to say the ladies forestalled. 
1867 Freeman Norn. Cong. (1876) I. ii. 50 He forestalled 
our age in exploring the Northern Ocean. 

7. To think of, deal with, or introduce before the 
appropriate or due time; ‘to meet’ (misfortune, 
etc.) ‘halfway’. 

1634 Mitton Coszus 362 What need a man forestall his 
date of grief. 1725 Pore Odyss, xvin. 183 His boding mind 
the future woe forestalls. 1786-1805 H. Tooke Purley 52 
In order to explain it, I must forestall something of what 
I had to say concerning conjunctions. 1828 Scotr 7. JZ, 
Perth xxxiii, Dorothy, whose talents for forestalling evil.. 
are known to the reader. 1862 GouLsurn Pers. Relig. 1. 
vi. (1873) 213, I cannot help so far forestalling this part of 
the subject. a@1871 Grote £th. Frag. iv. (1876) 109 
There is no inclination to forestall his wants. 

+b. To place in the fore-front, bring forward. 

1657 North's Plutarch, Add. Lives 42 To prove his 
[Charlemain’s] said Ambition, the said Writers do usually 
forestall two of his Actions. 

Forestalled (fooyst5-ld), fd/. a. [f. Fore- 
STALL Y¥.+-ED1.] In senses of the vb.; bespoken, 
or taken beforehand; anticipated ; prejudiced. 

1543 Act 25 Edw. I/I, 1. c, 3 The thinges forstalled 
shalbe forfeyt to the kynge. 1590 Spenser /. Q. 11. iv. 39 
Abandon this forestalled place at erst. 1642 RoGrrs 
Naaman 99 His prejudicate and forestalled heart. 1872 
W.R. Grec Enigmas (1873) 104 By long indulgence and 
forestalled desires. 

FPorestaller (foe1std-loz), 


[f. ForEsTALL z. 
+-ER!.] One who forestalls. 








4.44, 


1. One who buys up goods before they reach the 


public market. Also forestaller of the market. 

{xz92 Britton 1. xxi. § 11 Et ausi de forstallours.] 14.. 
Chalmerlain Ayr i. (Sc. Stat. 1.), Pe furth duelland for- 
stallaris cf be forsaid burgh. 1472 Presentm. Furies in 
Surtees Misc. (1890) 25 Forstallers of samen comyng toward 
the markett in Selby. 1527 RasTELL Adbridgem. Stat. s.v., 
Forstallers of wynes. @1626 Bacon Max, § Uses Cont. 
Law (1635) 11 They are,.to punish Forestallers, regrators, 
and engrossers. 1712 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 
471 Goods forfeited by the Forestallers of the Market. 1837 
Cartyte /y. Rev. (1872) III. ut. i. ror A forestaller or two 
hung up at the doorlintels. 1881 W. R. Smitu Old Test. ix 
Sewish Ch, xii. 347 The landowners became merchants and 
forestallers of grain. 

+ 2. One who bars or obstructs the way. Oés. 

1623 BincHam Xenophon 62 They should ., giue a signe 
with the trumpet, and descend and charge the forestallers 
of the knowne way. 

+3. A taster. Obs. (2 nonce-use.) 

1611 Cotcr., Preguste, a Taster, or Forestaller ; one that 
takes th’ essay of meats, 


4. One who or that which acts in anticipation of 


another person or thing. 


1870 Daily News 15 Nov., That sweeping forestaller of 


letters, the telegraph. 1895 Wests. Gaz. 9 Oct. 7/2 The 
.. withdrawal of Red Heart. .is the most severe blow which 
‘forestallers’ have received. ; 

Forestalling (foe1st5-lin), vd/. sd. [f. Forz- 
STALL v, + -ING!.] The action of the vb. FORESTALL. 

+1. The action of obstructing a person in the 
highway or a deer on its way back to the forest. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 95 Forstallynge, wrong 
ober let i-doo in be kynges hize weie. 1544 tr. Littleton's 
Tenures 54b, Yf by suche forstallynge and manassynge he 
that hath Rent charge .. is forstalled. 1570-6 LamBARDE 
Peramb, Kent (1826) 178 Acquitted of all actions and 
customes of charge, except fellonie, breach of the peace, and 
forstalling. 1594 Crompron Auth. § Furisd. Cris, 153b, 
Mes si le cheine per chaunce obuie vn Dame et luy tue, ceo 
nest forestalling. 

2. The buying up of goods beforehand, etc. 

15348 CrANMER Catech. 77 By forstalling, regratyng, agree- 
ments in haules to raise the price of thinges. 1609 SKENE 
Reg. Maj. Burrow Lawes 141 That na man of quhat estate 
he be may repledge his man, for foristallinge fra the Court 
of the burgh. 1735 Kirsy Szffolk Trav. (1764) 53 The 
Practice of Forestalling is carried to such a height, as [etc.]. 
1800 Appison Amer. Law Rep. 27 Usury is..a forestalling 
of money. 1872 Yeats Growth Conim. 379 Edicts were 
directed against forestalling, that is, transacting any busi- 
ness before the opening of the fair. 

3. The action of being before or beforehand with 
some one or something else ; anticipation. 

1642 R. Carpenter Zxferience i. xvi. 112 With ner fore- 
stalling of death, and singing her owne obsequies. 1782 
Paine Let, Abbé Rayna Introd. (1791) 4 The forestalling 
the Abbe’s publication by London editions. 1833 I. Taytor 
fanat. v.95 A proud forestalling of misery. 1867 FREEMAN 
Norm. Cong. (1876) 1. v. 315 This sounds very much like a 
forestalling of the Gunpowder Plot. 

+ 4. The action of appropriating beforehand. Ods. 

1655 Futter Ch. Hist. 11. ix. § 26. 115 Such forestalling 
of Livings to Forrainers was forbidden. 

theaters (foerstO‘lin), ppl. a. ([f. as 
prec. +-InG 2.] ‘That forestalls, in senses of vb. 

1592 GREENE Upst. Courtier Wks. (Grosart) XI. 262 To 
bridle the extorting and forestalling coosenage, 1634 Mit- 
TON Corus 284 Perhaps forestalling night prevented them, 
1799 Spirit Publ. Fruis. 1. 148 The monopolizing and fore- 
stalling butchers cannot take in the public. 1839 Hoop 
Open Question xii, No children, with forestalling smiles, 
Throng, happy, to the gates of Eden Minor. 

Forestalment (focsst9'lmént). [f. -Forz- 
STALL UY. + -MENT.] 

The action of forestalling in various senses ; 
an instance of this, a. Law. Hindering from 
entry on land, etc. b. Buying up goods before- 
hand. ce. Anticipation in general ; + prejudice. 

a. 1628 Coke Ox Litt. 162 a, A forestallment with such a 
menace [of death or mutilation] is a disseisin. 

1861 Rirey Lider Albus 172 A fine exacted for the 
Forestalment of cloths. 

ce. 1611 Cotcr., Anticipation .. forestallment. 1612-15 
Br. Hari Contempt. N. T. wv. xxx, One dram of prejudice 
or forestalment turns the scales. 1664 Power Exf. Philos. 
m1. 187 Which. .rash censure and forestallment of their en- 
devours, does not [etc.]. 1876 Moz.tey Univ. Serm. iv. 87 
The canonisation of men. .professes to be a forestalment. .of 
the final judgment. 1882 T. Harpy Two on Tower II. v. 85 
He had learnt the fatal forestallment of his stellar discovery. 

+ Fo'restam. 0ds. Also 4 forestayne, 5 for- 
stanyg (?read /orstavyng), 5 forestaven. [f. 
Fors- pref. + ME, stam, staven, OE. stefn prow 
(see Srem).] 

1. The prow of a ship. 

tax400 Morte Arth. 742 Frekes one pe forestayne, fakene 
peire coblez. ¢1470 Henry Wallace 1x. 55 Frekis in for- 
stame [v.”, foirstam, forstarne] rewllit weill thar ger. c1475 
Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 804 Hec prora, a forstanyg. 2¢1475 
Sgr. lowe Degre 822 in Ritson Met. Rom. 111. 179 With 
eighty ores at the fore staven. 1513 DoucLas eis V. iii. 
78 Fra thair foirstammys the buller brayis and raris, 

2. Sc. The front, forehead. 

1790 SHirREFS Poems Gloss. 15 Forestu [sic], the fore- 
head. a@x1809 in Skinner's Misc. Poet. 132 His enemy.. 
Raught him a rap on the forestam, 

Fore-starling: see Forn- pref. 5. 

Forestated, //. a. [f. Forn- pref. + stated, pa. 
pple. of Srarr v.] Stated or mentioned previously. 

1691 Norris /deal World 1. iv. (1701) 223 According to the 
forestated measures. 
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Fore-stay (foe1sté!). [f. Forr- pref] 
1. Naut. A stay or strong rope reaching from the 


foremast-head towards the bowsprit end. 

1373 /udenture in Riley Lond. Mem, (1868) 369 Forstiez.. 
backstiez. 1626 Cart. SmitH Accid. Yung. Seamen 14 The 
fore stay, the mainestay. 1630 J. Taytor(Water-P.) Vavy 
Landships Wks. 1. 81/1 She had neither Forestay or Back- 
stay. 1748 Avson’s Voy. 1. viil. 82 We learnt that they had 
broke their fore-stay. 

b. A sail’ hoisted on the fore-stay ; in full /ove- 
stay-sail. 

1742 Wooproore in Hanway Tvav. (1762) I. 1. xxiii. 100 
With great difficulty we wore the ship with the foresail and 
forestaysail. ‘1762 FaLconer Shifwr. u. 190 While the 
fore stay-sail balances before. 1875 Beprorp Saz/or's 
Pocket-bk. vi. (ed. 2) 214 The jib is the forestay. 

2. (See quot. 1888). 

1833 J. Hortanp Manuf. Metal 11. 208 Supported by the 
standard or forestay, are two grooved rods. 1888 Jacopr 
Printer’s Voc., Forestay of press, the leg which supports 
the frame or ribs of a hand-press. 


Forested (fp'réstéd), Af. a. [f. Forusr 5d. or 
Y.+-ED.] a. Converted into forest. vare. b. Fur- 
nished or abounding with forest, covered with 


large trees, thickly wooded. 

@. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. ii. 27 Whereby shee. . became 
first forrested. 1885 Pall Mall G. 11 Mar. 4/2 On forested 
ground the gillies usually put their feet in a grouse nest, 
when found. 

b. 1796 A. Averett Diary in AZenz. vii. (1848) 149 The 
finely forested park of Lord Kenmare. 1859 CoRNWALLIS 
New World. 104 The dark forested ridges. 1884 Harper's 
Mag. May 882/2 The..district is heavily forested. 

transf. 1863 J. A. Symonps in Biog. (1895) I. 278 The 
whole descent, forested with spires, was seen naked 
beneath us. 


Fore-steep, -step: see ForE- pvéf. 2a and 5. 


Forester (fp'réstor). Forms: 4-7 forster(e, 
(5 Sc. forestar, 6 forstar), 7-8 forrester, 3— for- 
ester. Also Foster. [ad. OF. and Fr. forestier, 
f. OF. forest ForEst. | 

1. An officer having charge of a forest (see quot. 
1598); also, one who looks after the growing 
timber on an estate. + /orester ix or of fee : one 
who holds his office in fee: see FEE 50.2 4a. In 
poetical and romantic use sometimes a huntsman. 

1z97 R. Gtouc. (1724) 499 Ne that bailif, ne forester. 
c 1320 Szv Tristr. 496 Pe forster for his ri3tes Pe left schulder 
gaf he. 1488 Tomb in Newland Ch. (co. Glouc.), Here 
lythe Jun Wyrall forester of fee. c¢1460 Fortrescur Ads, & 
Lim. Mon. (1714) 124 Sum Forester of the Kyngs. 1523 
SKELTON Gard, Laurel 27 Faire fall that forster that so well 
can bate his hownde. 1598 Manwoop Lawes Morest xxi. § 4 
(1615) 200-1 A Forester is an officier of a forest of the King 
(or of an other man) that is sworne to preserue the Vert and 
Venison of the same forest, and to attend vpon the wild 
beasts within his Bailiwick, and to attach offendors there... 
and the same to present at the courts of the same forest. 
1607 CowEL /uterfr. s.v. Forester, Some haue this graunt 
to them and their heires and thereby are called Foristers 
or Fosters in fee. 1646 G. Danie, Poems Wks. 1878 I. 67 
This wounded Heart..Who whilome was the fairest Beast 
impal'd, The fforsters cheife delight. 1735 SoMERVILLE Chase 
ui. 224 The painful Forrester Climbs the high Hills. 1809 
CampBELL O'Connor's Child viii, Come with thy belted fores- 
tere. 1843 James Forest Days iv, He rode straight towards 
the foresters, ’ 

b. Lorester of the King of France; an early title 
of the governor of Flanders. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. 379 Flaundres .. was 
i-ruled by be kynges forsters. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vi. 
clxvi. 16x The ruler there of [Flanders] was callyd the 
forester of the kynge of Fraunce. 

+2. One versed in forest-craft. Obs. 

c1645 Howett Left. (1688) 1V. 455 You are cryed up, my 
Lord, to be an excellent Horseman, Huntsman, Forester, 

3. One who lives in a forest. 

1513 Doucias 42xeis vi. ix, 15 Quhilk thyng. .first steryt 
the wild forstaris fell To move debait, or mak thame for 
battell, 1664 Everyn Sylva xxxii. Parenesis § 3. 112 
Foresters and Bordurers, are not generally so civil, and 
reasonable, as might be wished. 1807 Worpsw. White Doe 
Rylstone v, Above the loftiest ridge .. Where foresters and 
shepherds dwell, 182x Dwicur 7vav. I]. 459 A consider- 
able part of those, who begin the cultivation of the wilder- 
ness, may be denominated foresters, or Pioneers. 

b. A bird or beast of the forest ; spec. one of the 
rough ponies bred inthe New Forest. In Australian 
use, the great kangaroo (Macropus giganteus). 

1630 Davenant Yust Italian v. Dram. Wks. 1872 J. 274 
Each feather’d forester roosts in my beard. 1713 J. WARDER 
True Amazons 58 The Queen doth so far surpass her Sub- 
jects in Shape and Beauty, as the finest Horse that ever ran 
on Banstead Downs, doth the most common Forrester, 1782 
Cowper Prog. Err. 362 Without discipline the favourite 
child, Like a neglected forester, runs wild. 1795 SouTHEY 
Joan of Arc vi. 281 He loved to see the dappled foresters 
Browze fearless on their lair. 1826 Disrag.i iv, Grey v1. ii. 
294 Vivian took his horse, an old forester, across it with ease. 
1832 Biscuorr Van Diemen’s Land ii. 27 There are three 
or four varieties of kangaroos; those most common are 
denominated the forester and brush kangaroo. 1890 Bo-preE- 
woop Miner's Right xix. 181 A brace of stray ‘foresters’ 
from the adjacent ranges. i 

c. A popular name of several moths of the family 
Lygxnide, 

1819 G. SAMOUELLE Entomol. Compend. 245 Ino Statices 
(forester), 1867 Srainton Brit. Butterflies §& Moths 33 
‘The Foresters and Burnets frequent dry grassy slopes. 

da. =forest-tree. 

1664 Evetyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 224 You may transplant 
not only any Fruit Trees, but remove also any of the 
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Foresters. 1664 — Sylva (1776) 38 Foresters, which only 
ere diligent weeding and frequent cleansing till they are 
able to shift for themselves. 1840 Por Gold Bug Wks. 1864 
I. 63 The tulip-tree .. the most magnificent of American 
foresters, 1893 /@lusty. Sport. §& Dram, News 22 July 751/3 
A few fruit trees, and a few more arborescent foresters. 

4. A member of the ‘ friendly society’ known as 
the ‘ Ancient Order of Foresters ’. 

18st Maynew Loud. Lad. Il. 178 There are numerous 
benefit-clubs made up of working men of every description, 
such as Old Friends, Odd Fellows, Foresters [etc.]. 1875 
Brasrook in Frnl. Statist. Soc. June 187 The Ancient 
Order of Foresters which has now. .276 districts [etc.] 

5. Comb. forester oats (see quot.); forester 
sphinx (see quot. 1867). 

1794 Hurcuinson Hist. Cumberland 1. 166 note, The 
tenants..pay forester oats..these oats were a duty paid to 
the forester [of Inglewood]. 1867 Srainron Brit, Butter- 
flies & Moths 123 Procris statices, the Forester Sphinx. 

Hence Fo'restership, the office of forester. 

@ 1634 Coxe Ox Litt. 1v. Ixxiii. (1648) 310 The Forestership 
is become void. 1886 Athenzum 20 Nov. 672/3 It is now 
announced that he [Chaucer] held the forestership of North 
Petherton. 

Forestful (fp'réstful). [f. Foresv sd. +-FvL.] 
As much or as many as a forest will hold. 

1832 Fraser's Mag. 1V. 745 The roaring of a forest-full of 
shaggy monarchs. 1886 in Advazce (Chicago) 30 Sept., 
The ladies wear whole forestfuls of birds on their bonnets. 

Forestial (fpre'stial), a. [f. as prec. + -IAL.] 
Of or pertaining to the forest. 

1696 Brooxuouse Vemple Opened 55 The Temporal 
Power is the Forrest, w" encloses the Fruitful Field of the 
Church .. Christ presides over the Forrestial Kingdoms. 
1840 Blackw. Mag. XLVIII. 320 One of the royal forestial 
demesnes of merry England. 

+ Fore'stic, ¢. Ods.—' [f. as prec. + -10.] = prec. 

1650 R. Gentiuis tr. Malvezzi’s Consid. 181 The people of 
Rome .. feared he would lose the beauty of his forestick 
horridnesse, by meanes of manuring. 

+ Fore’stical, z. Ods.—' [f. prec. + -aL.] =prec. 

1659 M. James Best Fee-sineple 21 A Country, in respect 
of the Sandy and Forestical part, affording such variety of 
pleasures. A 

Fore-stick (foe'1stik). U.S. [f. Foru- pref] 
The front stick lying on the andirons in a wood fire. 

1872 O. W. Hoimes Poet Breakf.-t. i. (1885) 26 The fore- 
stick and back-log of ancient days. 1878 Mrs. StowE 
Poganuc P. ix. 71 Backlog and forestick were soon piled. 

Forestine (fp'réstin, -ain), a. [f. Forust sd. + 
-INE.] Of or pertaining to forests. 

1881 G. ALLEN Lvolutionist at Large 166 Much more for- 
midable forestine rodents. 1883 — in Long. Mag. III. 
288 We have only to suppose sucha reptile to acquire forest- 
ine habits. | 

Forestish (fpréstif), a. [f. Forest sd. +-1sH.] 
Somewhat resembling a forest. 

1815 Simonp Frul. Tour Gt. Brit. 11. 223 The country.. 
begins to look forestish, 

Forestless (fp'réstlés), a. [f Forust sd, + 
-LESS.] Devoid of forests, unwooded. 

1884 American 1X. 183 A forestless area of grass. 1885 
tr. Hehn's Wand. Plants & Anint. 228 A substitute for fire- 
wood in the forestless south. 

Fore-stone, -store: see Forz- pref. 5, 5 b. 

+ Foresto'p, v. Obs. [f. Forr- pref. + Sropz.] 

a. trans. To stop up in front. b. zztr. or 
absol. To put in a stay or support for earth in 
advance of the work. Hence Fore-stopping 
vl. sb.; in quot. concer. 

1566 Drant Wail. Hierem. K vb, He [God] hath fore- 
stopde my pathes with stone. 1747 Hooson A/izer’s Dict. 
ij, To Forestop with Polings driven down with care. Zdid., 
It may be put in without disturbing the fore-stoping. 

+Fovestress. Ods. [f. Forester + -xss.] 
A female forester; a lady fond of hunting. 

1513 DouGLas nes 1x. xi. 23 Alcanor..Quham Hybera, 
the wild foresteres knaw. 1647 R. Srapytton ¥uvenal 272 
Diana the fair forrestresse. 1650 — Strvada’s Low C. 
Warres 1, 21 The Governess was much delighted in.. 
Hunting, whereupon they. .called her the Forestress. 


+ Fo're-stroke. Ovs. [f. Forn-gref/.] <A for- 
ward stroke (in bell-ringing and in sword-play). 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv, 96 If the forestroke give us 
but a little tick, the backstroke will be sure to give him 
a knocker. 1684 R. H. School Recreat. 86 So must they 
successively strike one after another, both Forestroke and 
Backstroke, ina due Musical Time. 1688 Bunyan Yerus. 
Sinner Saved (1886) 64 God’s word hath two edges; it can 
cut back-stroke and fore-stroke. 1779 Forrest Voy. WV. 
Guinea 237 He..draws his sword, with which, fore stroke 
and back stroke, he cleaves the air. 

attrib, 1726 AMuERst Terre Fil. xiv. 72 "Tis such fore- 
stroke and back-stroke play. 

Forestry (fpréstri). [ad. OF. foresterie, f. 
forest Forest; or f. ForEst 5,+-kY. In sense 4 
f, FOREST(E)R + -Y.] 

1. Sc. Law. The privileges of a royal forest. b. 
An estate to which this privilege is attached. 

1693 Viscr. Stair /ustit. Law Scot. u. iii. § 67. 235 The 
King having..granted a Forrestry to the Laird of Fascally. 
1751 Lp. Banxton Justit. Laws Scot. I. 1. iii. 573 The 
lands must be erected into a free forrestry. @ 1763 ERSKINE 
Iast. Law Scot, u. vi. § 14 Lands erected by the crown with 
the right of forestry had all the privileges of a King’s forest. 
1872 Bell’s Princ, Law Scot. (ed. Guthrie) § 753 The right 
of forestry is not conferred by erection into a barony. 

2. Wooded country; a vast extent of trees. 

1823 Byron Faz x. Ixxxii, Lost amidst the forestry Of 
masts. 1865 J/orning Star 20 May, Let this amphitheatre 
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be filled with a forestry of genealogical trees. 1879 Brown- 
NG [van Ivanovitch 19 Through forestry right and left. 

3. The science and art of forming and cultivating 
forests, management of growing timber. 

1859 TENNENT Ceyloxu II. vu. v. 211 A knowledge of.. 
forestry, pharmacy, and toxicology have each been de- 
manded. 1881 Horne /777 137 A person with a fair know- 
ledge of forestry. 

attrib, 1881 Atlantic Monthly XLVII. 166 Forestry, 
fishery, and farm products. 1885 Wanch. Exam. 28 Jan. 5/5 
Mr. Gladstone. .has been engaged in forestry operations. 

4. The principles and organization of the ‘ An- 
cient Order of Foresters’. 

1861 Morning Star 21 Aug. 3 It is..about 30 years since 
forestry, in its present development, took its rise. 

Fore-study, etc.: see Forn- pref. 2a. 

+Forvesty, a. Obs. [f. Fornst+-y1.] Forest- 
like, covered with forests or woods, 

1622 Drayton Poly-olb, xxii. (1748) 341 When this whole 
country’s face was foresty. a1661 FuLLeR Worthies u. 
(1662) 17 This Forrestie-Ground. 

Foret, obs. form of Frrret sd.1 and 2, 

Fore-tack (foeatek). Maut. [f. Foru- pref. + 
TacK sd.] The rope by which the weather corner 
of the fore-sail is kept in place. 

1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 16 Aboard Main-Tack, 
aboard Fore-tack, a Lee the Helmne. 1790 Beatson Vav. 
§ Mit. Mem. I. 62 His foretack and all his braces being 
cut at the same time. 1859 M. Scorr Jom Cringle’s Log 
xv. 368 He..got the fore tack on board again. 

Fore-tackle, -tail: see Forn- pref. 3, 3d. 

+ Foreta‘ke, v. Obs. [f. Forn- pref + TAKE 
v.] trans. To take beforehand : a. to anticipate ; 
b. to assume beforehand, presuppose. 

1588 FrAuNcE Lawzers Log. u. xvi. 113 Mans wit .. now 
and then preventeth and foretaketh the conclusion. 1674 
N. Fatrrax Bulk §& Selv. 144 The places and bodies mov’d 
in them, are fore-taken to be altogether without parts. 

Hence Foreta‘ken ///. a., previously taken or 
adopted; Foreta‘king wé/. sd., the action of the 
vb. ; also, previous capture. 

1563-87 Foxe A. & M. (1596) 1090/2, I. .declared what was 
happened..of maister Garrets escape. He was glad, for he 
knewe of his foretaking. 1580 Sipnry Arcadia (1622) 407 
Yet remained there such footsteps of the foretaken opinion. 
1590 SWINBURNE J7estaments 15 There were foure seuerall 
kindes of legacies.. by challenge, by condemnation, by 
suffering, by foretaking [er preceptionem)]. 1618 LATHAM 
and Bk. Falconry (1633) 8 Present cold, and foretaken or 
former heat, @ 1627 Haywarp Your Y. £liz. (Camden) 9 De- 
siring them. .that they would lay aside all foretaken conceits. 

Fo'retalk, sd. rare. [f. Forz- + Tak sé.] A 
preliminary talk or speech, introduction, preface. 

1565 Jewet Repl. Harding Pref. (1611) 7 Your foretalke, 
which 1s before the shewing of your Booke, 1879 Furni- 
vaLL Rep. E. LE. T.S. 9 Prof. Skeat has written an interest- 
ing foretalk to it. 

So Foreta‘lking vd/. sb. 

1872 FurnivaLt 37d Rep. Chaucer Soc. 12, I propose to 
keep this name of'Chaucer’s own [Preamble] for these fore- 
talkings of his fellows. 

Fore-talon: see Forn- gref. 3c. 

Foretaste (foo1téist), sd. [f Forn- pref. + 
TastH sd.] A taste beforehand; an anticipation, 
partial enjoyment in advance. 

1435 Misyn Fire of Love u. vii. 86 It is trowde of euerlast- 
ynge swetnes a fortaste, ¢ 1450 tr. De Imitatione un. vii, Tt 
is..a maner of fortaste of be heuenly cuntre. 1604 Bison 
Survey Vable s.v. //edl, The foretast of iudgement in Hell. 
ax716 Soutn Serm. Wks. 1737 1. 37 It is the fore-taste of 
heaven, and the earnest ofeternity. 1838 THIRLWALL Greece 
III. xix. 123 This foretaste of the evils of war did not damp 
the general ardour. 1880 Dixon /Vindsor III. xxv. 248 
The monster. .trembled with a foretaste of the stake. 

Foretaste (foertz:st), v. Also 5 fortaste. 
[f. Foru- pref. + Taste v.] 

1. trans. To taste beforehand, have a foretaste of, 

cx4so tr, De Imitatione ut. xviii, Felicite .. suche as 
gode true cristen men abidin, & spiritual men fortastip. 
1526 [see the vd/, sd.]. a1711 Ken Preparatives Poet. 
Wks. 172 IV. 92 Saints thus Celestial Joys fore-taste. 
1834 Goop Study Med. (ed. 4) 1. 395 The Epicureans. . fore- 
tasting the spirit of the Lavoisierian system. .contended that 
it [heat] was a substance sui generis. 

2. ‘To taste before another’ (J.). 

1667 [see ForeTASTED A/V. a.]. 

Hence Foreta‘sted /f/. a.; Foreta'sting v0/. si. 
and ppl. a. Also Foreta’ster. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 280b, The foretastynges 
ofy®glory ofheuen, 1632SHERWooD, A foretaster, preguste. 
1667 Mitton P. L.1x. 929 Foretasted Fruit Profan’d first by 
the Serpent. 1711 Ken Hymns Evang, Poet. Wks. 1721 
I. 74 Give me..Of heav’nly Joys a sweet foretasting view. 

+ Foretea‘ch, v. Obs. rare. [f. Foru- pref. 
+TxEAcH v.] trans. To teach beforehand. 

1591 GREENE Farewell to Folly Wks. (Grosart) IX. 245 
Eua.. following nothing but what hir husbande foreshewed 
and foretaught hir. 1661 Boyie Style of Script. (1675) 126 
Those few duties which nature herself hath foretaught us, 

Hence Foretaught /f/. a., previously taught. 

1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1346/2 Theyr foretaught 
and fro tyme to tyme kept and continued faith. 1563 A777. 
Mag., Blacksmith xxxvi, Whose foretaught wyt of treason 
knoweth the payne. 1590 Sprnser /. Q. 1. vii. 18 The 
sacred thinges, and holy heastes foretaught. 

+ Fo'reteam. Ods—' [f. Fore- pref. + Tram 
sb., misused in the sense of L. temo.) The front 


part of the pole of a chariot. 
ax61r Cuapman J/iad xvi. 350 Their chariots in their 
foreteams [év mpaitw pus] broke. 





FORETHOUGHT. 


Fore-teeth : see Fors-Toorn. 

Foretell (foeste'l), v. Also 3 fortell, 7-9 fore- 
tel. [f. Fore- pref. + Teun z.] 

1. trans. To tell of (an event, etc.) beforehand ; 
to predict, prophesy. 

@1300 Cursor M. 9265 (Cott.) Crist was for-tald wit pro- 
pheci. 1639 A. WHEELOCKE in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 
158 Augustine fore-tould and threatned theire death. 1727 
De For Syst. Afagic i. ii. (1840) 42 ‘These Magi .. foretold 
things to come, or, at least, made the people believe so. 
1732 BerkELey Alciphr. iv. § 15 He foretells to them, that 
..1n half an Hour they shall meet Men or Cattle. 1837 
Wuewe Lt Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 225 To whom the 
astrologers had foretold glorious old age. 1869 Lrecky 
Lurop. Mor. Ii, i. 2 The object of the Pagan systems was 
to foretell the future. 

b. Of things: To give notice of beforehand, in- 
dicate the approach of, foreshow. 

1593 SHaks. 3 Hen. VJ, 11. i. 43 Thou, whose heauie Lookes 
fore-tell Some dreadfull story hanging on thy Tongue. 1672 
Sir W, Perry Pol. Anat. (1691) 50 There is the Instrument 
to measure and foretel Frost and Snow. 1753 J. WARTON 
Virgil (T.), These ills prophetic signs have oft foretold. 
1862 AnstED Channel [s/. 1. vil. (ed. 2) 144 A signal station, 
to foretel storms. ; 

+2. To tell (i.e. either inform or enjoin) before- 
hand. With sb. or clause as second obj. (See 
TELL). Obs. 

a1300 Cursor M. 14552 (Cott.) Pis was bi him he paim 
for-tald Thoru quam he wist he suld be sald. 1581 Lam- 
BARDE Liven. 11. v. (1602) 168 If the maister..take his vsuall 
seruants with him, not foretelling them what hee intendeth to 
doe. 1590 GrEENE Mourn. Garne. (1616) 58 Had I beleeued 
what I was foretold. 1610 SHaxs. Zemzp. 1v. i. 149 These 
our actors, (As I foretold you) were all Spirits. 1631 WEEVER 
Anc, Fun. Mon. 209 Hauing beene prophetically foretold 
that hee should die in Jerusalem. 1641 Best Hari. Bhs. 
(Surtees) 36 Forkers are to be foretolde that they give upp 
goode forkefulls. «1679 Hoppers Whet. 111. xill. 120 A Man 
is free to fore-tell, or not, what points he will insist upon. 


+3. zntr. To utter prediction of, prophesy of. 

@1300 Cursor M. 9858 (Cott.) Pis barn pat ysai of fortald. 
1557 N. T. (Genev.) Acts iii. 24 Al the Prophetes haue fore 
tolde of these dayes. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. x1. 242 To in- 
troduce One greater, of whose day he shall foretell. 

Hence Forete‘lling vd/. sé., prediction, prophecy. 
Foretelling ##/. a., that foretells. Also Fore- 
teller, one who or that which foretells. 

1548 UDALL, etc. Zrasm. Par. Luke xxii. 176.a, Of whome 
the foretellynges of the prophetes doe make mencion. 
1580 HoLttyspanp Tyveas. Fr. Tong, Pronostiqueur, a 
foreteller, a deuine which telleth thing to come. @1640 
W. Fenner Sacr. Faithfull (1648) 201 If a man lie sicke, 
and they see death in his face, they call it the foretelling 
signe. @1716 Souru Serm. (1737) VI. x. 357 Buds and 
blossoms are the foretellers of fruit. 1826 Miss Mitrorp 
Village Ser. u. (1863) 439 The genuine gipsy tact with 
which she adapted her foretellings to the age [etc.] .. of 
her clients. 1879 Farrar St, Paul (1883) 252 There was 
scarcely a Roman family that did not keep or consult its 
own foreteller of the future. 

Fore-tenant: see Forn- pref. 4. 

Forethink (foerpi:nk). Also for-. [OE. fore- 
Pencle)an, f. ForE- pref. + Jenc(e)an to THINK.] 

+1. trans. To consider or think out beforehand, 
contrive, plan. Odés. 

c897 K. itrrep Gregory's Past. xv. § 5. 95 Se lareow 
sceal. .foredencean. .dzt he nane Singa Set ryht to suide.. 
ne bodige. a@1300 Cursor M. 845 (Cott.) Our lauerd had 
ranscond [man] On suilk a wis, als he for-thoght. ¢ 1430 
Pilgr. Lyf Manhode x. civ. (1869) 141 Ther is no time no 
thing wel doon..but it be forthouht bi my wit. 1513 More 
in Grafton Chrom. (1568) II. 759 He long time in king 
Edwardes life, forethought to be king. 1587 FLEMING 
Contn. Holinshed 111. 1394/1 If he .. did now forethink the 
treason. 1715 Rowe Lady Fane Gray 1, My brain fore- 
thought And fashion’d every action of my life. 

absol. 1634 Forp P. Warbeck i. iv, You’re men know 
how to do, not to forethink. 

2. To think of or contemplate beforehand ; to 
anticipate in the mind, to presage (evil). Now rare. 

1547-64 Bautpwin Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) 106 Humility & 
gentlenes will rather of a friend hope the best, then fore- 
thinke the worst. 1627 P. Fretcner Locusts 1v. xxxvi, 
Oh how my dauncing heart leapes in my breast But to 
fore-thinke that noble tragedie. 1724 R, WELTON 28 Disc. 
20 It [is] very unaccountable for a man so little to fore- 
think what will shortly befall him. 1890 J2/ustv. Lond. 
News 4 Oct. 426/2 Each forethinks, as the full cups circle, 
how well he may take his next meal in Paradise. 

+3. zutr. To think beforehand of Oés. 

1587 Greene Luphues his Censure Wks. (Grosart) VI, 248 
Age and time .. men may forethink of, but not preuent. 
1657 J. Smitu AMyst. Khet. 62 Thou dost not forethink of 
the difficulty. x7zor J. Norris /deal World 1. ii. 27 He 
could not make it without forethinking of it. 

Hence Forethi-nking 70/, sd., forethought; also, 
+a contrivance, plot. Forethinking ///. a. Also 
Forethi‘nker, one who forethinks. ee 

1632 [I. L.] Womens Rights 352 Felonies .. forethinkings, 
and all that is against the Kings peace. 1709 StRYPE Anu. 


Ref. 1. xxxi. 360 Concerning which, conscientious and fore- 


thinking Men had very Melancholy Thoughts. 1846 Grote 
Greece 1. iii. I. 1o2 Prometheus and Epimetheus the fore- 
thinker and the after-thinker. 1874 M. Cottins frances I. 
182 Hope is the fire that the Forethinker stole, 


Forethought (foe1pdt), sd. [f. Fore- pref. 
+ THOUGHT s0.] 

1. a. A thinking out or contriving beforehand. 
(Crime, evil, etc.) of forethought, premeditated. 


a1300 Cursor M. 27661 (Cott.) O nith cums bitternes o 
thoght .. wit wicked for-thoght And conspiraciun. 1692 


FORETHOUGHT. 


R. L’Esrrance Fadles cccexcix, He .. is equally Undone, 
whether it be by a Spitefulness of Forethought, or by the 
Folly of Oversight. 1788 Burke Sf. agst. W. Hastings 
Wks. XIII. 12 We urge no crimes, that were not crimes of 
forethought. 1853 Wuitt1eR My Namesake xix, His good 
was mainly an intent, His evil not of forethought done. 

b. Previous thought or consideration ; anticipa- 
tion ; also, a thought beforehand. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 26727 (Cott.) Scrift agh be made wit god 
for-thoght. c1440 Facob’s Well (E. E. T. S.) 172 3if pe con- 
tricyoun for bi synne haue a forthow3t, & be pryue to god 
alone. 1539 TAvERNER Erasw. Prov. (1552) 3 Better is one 
forethought than two after. 1626 Dx. Buckum. in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. (1659) 1. 378 The Earl..nominated the Duke to 
be his Successor, without the Dukes privity or fore-thought 
of it. 1650-3 tr. Hales’ Dissert. de Pace in Phenix (1708) 
II. 366 These shall .. be discarded from the Forethought. . 
of eternal Joy. 1863 Gro. Exior Romold 1. viii, The title 
which she had never given him before came to her lips with- 
out forethought. 

+ 2, A pre-conceived idea or design, an anticipa- 
tion or forecast. Ods. 

a1400 in Leg. Rood 145 Alle be werkes bat I haue wrouht 
Weore founden in pe ffaderes fore-bouht. c1440 Vork 
Ayst. ii. 74 Pis materis more 3itt will I mende, so for to 
fulfill my for-thoght. 1729 SHELvocke Artillery iv. 217 
All these things were only so many Forethoughts of our 
Hand-Grenado’s. 

3. Thought for the future, provident care. 

1719 Dr For Crusoe 1.300 True Seamen are, perhaps, the 
least of all Mankind given to Fore-thought. 1766 BLAck- 
STONE Comm. II, 11, xi. 172 Formal deeds .. are presumed to 
be made with great caution, fore-thought, and advice. 1878 
Jowrtr Plato (ed. 2) 1V. 283 Just so much forethought as 
is necessary to provide for the morrow. 

Hence Forethoughteda., marked by forethought. 

1816 L. Hunr Rimini 11. 60 Fore-thoughted chess, and 
riddle rarely missed, 

Forethought (foe1pst), ppl. a. 
FORETHINK 7. ] 

1. Thought out or contrived beforehand; pre- 
meditated ; esp. in Law, forethought felony, (of, 
with, upon) malice forethought. Cf. AFORETHOUGHY. 

¢1425 Wyntoun Cron. vil. ix. 502 Quhebir it wes of 
reklesnes Or it of forthoucht Felny wes. c1s40 in Fisher's 
Whks., Life p. liv, He began..to speake of his forethought 
divorse with Queene Catherin. 1628 Coxe On Litt. 287 b, 
Murder is when one is slaine..with malice prepensed or 
forethought. 1662 HickrrineiLt Wks. (1716) I. 307 What 
Rebels shall be hereafter, must needs be so upon malice 
fore-thought. 1752 J. Louruian Morne of Process (ed. 2) 
103 The Pannel..by Premeditation and forethought Felony 
-. wounded the deceas’d. 1828 Scorr #7, JZ. Perth xx, A 
deed of foul and fore-thought murder. 

+2. Anticipated. Ods. 

1666 SpurstowE Sfir. Chynt. (1668) 108 The stroke of 
a forethought evil is more gentle and soft than if it were 
wholly unexpected. 

Forethoughtful (foo1pptful), a. [f. Forr- 
THOUGHT sd, + -FUL.] Full of or having forethought; 
thoughtful for the future, provident. 

1809-10 CoLertpcEe Fiend (1818) III. 205 The ‘prudens 
questio’ (the forethoughtful query). 1853 Lytron Harold 
x. vi. (ed. 3) 240 That it is which, free and fore-thoughtful 
[ed. x (1848) prethoughtful] of every chance, ye should now 
decide. 1876 G. Mrrepiru Beauch. Career II. iii. 48 Neither 
of them had a forethoughtful head for the land at large. 

Hence Forethou'ghtfully adv.; Forethou'ght- 
fulness. 

1647 J. Trapp Comm. Matt. vi. 34 Let us .. not, by too 
much fore-thoughtfulnesse, .. suffer fained or future evils 
before they seize upon us. 1874 Dykes Relat. Kingdom 71 
That moral forethoughtfulness by which existence is both 
sustained and adorned. 1891 G. Merepitu One of our 
Cong. III. v. 84 He made his way forethoughtfully to the 
glass-sheltered seats. 

Forethreaten, -thrift, etc.: see ForE- pref. 

Foretime (foo1tsim), sd. and adv. [f. Forn- 
pref. + Timm sb.] Former time; a former time. 
+a. Inadvb. phrase, 7 foretime(s = AVORETIME(S. 

cxsq4o tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden) I. 98 If there 
were in foretimes enie hatred on their partes towards the 
Romaines. 1610 Hottanp Camden's Brit. 1. 507 It was 
called in foretime Norton Dany. : 

b. The time gone by, the past; also, the early 
days (of a city or state). 

1853 Grote Greece 11. Ixxxvii. XI. 380 That conception of 
Athens in her foretime which he [Thucydides] is perpetually 
impressing on his countrymen, 1868 GLapsTone Fuv'. Mundi 
v. (1869) 124 The single great Achaian voyage of the 
traditionary fore-time, that of the ship Argo to the Euxine. 

ec. attrib. (quasi-ad7.) 

1894 F. S. Ettis Reyxard 116 He who thought the world 
to win, His foretime poverty was in. 1896 C. Harrison in 
Daily News 8 Jan. 6/3 For though You now have passed 
away from us The foretime Dedication still holds good. 

+B. adv. =ArForEtIME, Obs— 

c 1590 GreENE /’y. Bacon ix. 128 Lest thou dost lose what 
foretime thou didst gain. 

[f. Fore- 


Foretimed (foestaiimd), Afi. a. 
pref. + Timep.] Assigned to a too early time or 
date; antedated. 

1832 Soutury in Q, Rev. XLVII. 507 As Hampden had 
not reached that stage of the reformer’s progress, it [this 
language] appears to have been fore-timed. 

Foretitle: see Forn- pref. 5 b. 

Foretoken (foo1tduk’n), sd. Also 6 Sc. cor- 
ruptly foreta(i)king. [OE. foretécn (=OHG. 
Jorazeichan), f. ForE- pref. + técn, ToKEN.] A pre- 
monitory token; a prognostic. s 

c888 K. /ELrrep Boeth., xl. § 2 Hit sie foretacn ecra goda. 


[pa. pple. of 
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e1175 Lamb. Hom.87 And wes isejen godes fortacne uppon 
ane dune. ¢ 1250 Gen. § Ex. 2994 Dis fortoken godes gastes 
is. a1300 £. Z. Psalter \xxvii. 43 He set..his for-taknes in 
felde of Than. 1393 Gower Cox/. I. 137 To him a fore- 
tokne [MS. aforetokne] he sende. 1562 Win3eT Cert. Tract. 
Wks. 1888 I. 24 Ane gret portent and foretaiking of ignorance. 
1580 Ord. of Prayer in Liturg. Serv. Q. Eliz. (1847) 572 
We find not that any such foretoken happened against. the 
coming of this earthquake. 1607 TorseLt Four-f. Beasts 
(1658) 523 There are in Swine many presages and foretokens 
of foul weather. 1713 R. Netson Life Bp. Bull ly. (1714) 304 
A foretoken of his future Incarnation. 1834 Goon StadyMed. 
(ed. 4) III. 340 The foretoken has always been found to be 
true. 1858 Torrey Neander’s Ch. Hist. 1X. 1. 568 The 
foretokens of a thoroughly antichristian tendency. 


Foretoken (fositowk’n), v. [f. prec. sb. OE. 
had foretdcnian in same sense.] trans. To bea 
foretoken of; to indicate or betoken beforehand. 

1598 GRENEWEY Tacitus’ Ann. xv. viii. (1622) 232 There 
hapned..a dolefull chance, but yet. .foretokening good luck. 
@ 1661 Futter Worthies (1840) III. 312 The northern [water- 
fall] sounding clear and loud, fore-tokeneth fair weather. 
1817 CoLeRIDGE Bigg. Lit. 300 The evidence. .foretokening 
that..the graces propounded to us in Christ are what he 
needs, 1867 R, Parmer Life Philip Howard 150 Mutter- 
ings..which. .foretokened the greatest evils. 

Hence Foreto‘kening wv@/. sd. 

a1300 Z. £. Psalter \xx{i]. 7 Made am I als for-takeninge 
[Vulg. tanguant prodigium] Unto mani. 1600 HoLtanp 
Livy vi. 245 The Dictatour..hath given a good foretokening 
and presage of a consull Commoner. 1853 J. H. Newman 
fist, Sk. (1876) II. 1. vii. 128 Such general foretokenings 
are borne out..in the Vandalic conquest of Africa. 


Foretold (fositould), ff/. a. [pa. pple. of 
ForETELL v.] +a. Before mentioned (ods.). b. 


Predicted. 

a1300 Cursor M7. 21169 (Cott.) Efter be riht-wis fortald 
iacob O iurselem he was biscop. 1589 Nasue Anat. Absurd. 
Biv, He thinketh this is the foretold Earthquake. 1661 
Boye Style of Script. (1675) 37 That those .. should know 
the foretold events, before they do come to pass. 

Fore-tooth (fo1,t#3). [f Forn- pref. + 
Tooru. } 

1. One of the front teeth. vare in szng. 

ce1o00 Airric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 157 Praecisores, 
foreted. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 1089 With. .be flesche in his 
fortethe fowly as a bere. c¢1440 Bone Flor. 1609 Hys for 
tethe owte he spytt. 1581 LamBarpDE £zvrex. tv. iv. (1588) 
425 By .. beating out his foreteeth. 1661 Pepys Diary 
8 May, My wife..had a foretooth drawn out to-day. 1754 
Ricuarpson Grandison (1781) V. xxi. 121 Our Aunt Nell 
has lost two more of her upper fore-teeth. 1834 Lanpor 
Imag. Conv. Wks. 1846 II. 240 One..had lost.,many fore- 
teeth by a cudgel. : 

+2. Only in p/. The first or milk-teeth. Ods. 

1601 HoLtLanp Pliny vu. xvi. 164 Children breed their 
fore-teeth in the seventh moneth after they are borne. 1651 
Wirtie tr. Primrose’s Pop. Err. ut. 187 Nature doth then 
give unto children their foreteeth, when they have need of 
solid meat. 

Foretop (foo1tgp). Also for-. [f. Fore- + Top.] 

+1. The fore part of the crown of the head; 
sometimes, loosely, the top of the head. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Dezf, xxxili. 20 Asa lioun he restide, & he 
took arme and fortop [L. verticemz]. 1387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) IV. 217 Heer faillede on his moolde and on his 
fortop. ¢1430 Lypc. A7in. Poems (Percy Soc.) 115 He felle 
and brake hys fore tope Apon the bare growend. axz529 
Sxetton Col. Cloute 533 When the good ale sop Dothe 
daunce in theyr fore top. 1675 J.Smiru Chr. Relig. Appeal 
Pref, 1 The Abantes..were wont to shave their foretops and 
chins. ¢1774 T. Erskine in Spivit Pub. Frnis. (1800) III. 
321 Puppies of France, with unrelenting paws That scrape 
the foretops of our aching heads. 1779-81 JouHNnson L. P., 
Milton Wks. II. 139 His hair..parted at the foretop. 

Jig. 1654 Gataxer Disc. Afol. 12 This charge. .appeering 
with an apparent lie in the foretop. 

+ 2.. The lock of hair which grows upon the fore 
part of the crown, or is arranged ornamentally on the 
forehead; the similar part of a wig. Ods. 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 317/625 Pe Rym-forst .. cleouez on 
hegges .. I-chot wel, on mi fore-top it hauez wel ofte i-do. 
2ax400 Morte Arth. 1078 His fax and his foretoppe was 
filterede to-geders. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie ut. xi. 228 
Hauing knit the brow, Stroke vp his fore-top. 1603 H. 
Crosse Vertues Commiw., (1878) 76 Poking stickes, perriwigs, 
embroided fore-tops. 1667 Evetyn Mev. (1857) I. 385 Her 
Majesty in the same habit, her fore-top long and turned 
aside very strangely. 1703 Mrs. CentLivre Beau's Duel 
1v. i, believe you have got the fore-top of some Beau's Wig. 
1712 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 331 Henry 
Prince of Wales in his own short Hair, with his foretop 
standing up. 1772 NuGent //ist. Friar Gerund Il. 3 He 
was as keen a pair of scissars at trimming a sermon as 
adjusting a foretop. 1814 Scorr Wav. xi, The foretop of 
his riding periwig. | 

Jig. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. u. i. Wks, 1878 II. 51 
Faire trees, those comely fore-tops of the Field. 

+b. fig.; esp. in phrase Zo take occasion, oppor- 
tuntty or tame by the foretop (= FORELOCK). Ods. 

@1877 GASCOIGNE Flowers, Hearbes, etc. Wks. (1587) 255 
You hauing occasion fast by the foretop, did dally with him 
solong, 1602 Marston Antonio's Rev. v. iii, Opportunity 
shakes us his foretop, 1624 Hrywoop Caféives 11. ili. in 
Bullen O. PZ. IV, Loose not this advantadge But take tyme 
by the fore-topp. 1694 DrypENn Love Triumph. 1. i, Now 
take the blest occasion by the foretop. 

+e. One who wears a foretop; hence, a fop. 

1597 1st Pt. Return fr. Parnass. 1. i, 1237 Yhis cringer, 
this foretopp. Jbéd. v. i. 1435. 

3. The tuft of hair hanging between the ears of an 
animal, esf. of a horse; = FORELOOK, 

1607 TorseLt /our-f. Beasts (1658) 222 A fore-top, which 
is granted to Horses not only for ornament sake, but also 


~mast, 








FOREVER. 


for necessity to defend their eyes. 1689 Loud. Gaz. No. 
2467/4 A Nag..with a thin Mane, without a Foretop. 1725 
Brapiey Fam. Dict. s.v. Travelling Horse, His Foretop, 

Mane and Tail should be wetted with a wet Mane-Comb, 
1798 BroomrieLp Marmer’s Boy, Summer 236 He..Seizes 
the shaggy fore-top of the bull. 1816 KratincEe 7vav,. (1817) 
Il. 264 xo¢e, Wool..the tail..and the fore-top. 

4. The Top of a foremast. M?litary foretop: an 
armed foretop of a war vessel. 

1509 Barciay Shyp of Folys (1570) 48 His place is best 
Hye in the foretoppe of our foolishe barge. 1610 Englands 
Eliza Induct. 84 in Mivr. Mag. 777 Each. .nimblie capring 
on the purple waue, With loftie foretops did the welkin 
brave. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 453 Three men were in 
the Fore-top when the Fore-mast broke. 1795 NELSoNn 
8 July in Nicolas Dzsf. (1845) Il. 51 The Alcide..took fire, 
by a box of combustibles in her fore-top. 1833 MArryat 
P. Simple (1863) 29 ‘ Captain of the foretop ’, said he, ‘up on 
your horses’. 1895 Century Mag. Aug. 595/1 The sub- 
lieutenant in the military foretop was taking sextant angles, 

Jig. 1641 Mitton Reform. 11.(1851) 47 Spanioliz’d Bishops 
swaggering in the fore-top of the State. 

b. Short for fore-topgallant-masthead. 

1800 Naval Chron. III. 113 Commodore J. W. Payne’s 
Broad Pendant is flying at the Foretop. 

5. U.S. The front seat on the top of a vehicle. 

1850 B. Taytor Eldorado xiiii. (1862) 430 When one has 
to face the cold from the foretop of a diligence. 1872 
“Mark Twain’ Junoc, Abr. xii. 77 It was worth a lifetime 
of city toiling .. to perch in the foretop with the driver. 

6. Comb. (sense 4), as foretop-head, -shroud 
= fore-topmast-head, -shxoud ; foretopman, one 
of the men stationed in the foretop. 

1710 Loud. Gaz. No. 4752/3 Sir Edward Whitaker hoisted 
the White Flag on the Foretop-head of her Majesty’s Ship 
the Monmouth. 1816 ‘Quiz’ Grand Master 1. 7 Yhose 
fore-top-men I shall flog. 1860 Gren. P. THompson Audi 
Alt, III. ci. 3 There is a young man, a fore-topman, sitting 
now with his Esquimaux wife. 

Hence Fo're-to:pping = sense 3. 

1683 Lond. Gaz, No. 1807/4 A black Gelding .. a sore 
place under the Fore-topping. 

Fore-topgallant (foe1,tgpge'lant). a. Naut. 
[f. Forn- pref. + Toraattant.] Used in Comb. 
fore-topgallant-mast, the mast above the fore- 
topmast ; hence with sense of ‘ of or belonging to 
the fore-topgallant-mast’, as /ore-topgallant-sail 
(yard), -stay, -yard (-arm). 

1627 Cart. Smitu Seaman's Grant. iv. 17 ‘The fore top 
gallant Mast, the fore top gallant saile yard. 1669 Sturmy 
Mariner's Mag. 1. 16 ‘Take in your Main and Fore-top- 
gallant-sails. 1745 P. Tuomas Frud. Anson's Voy. 138 And 
the next Day got up the Fore-top-gallant-mast and Yard, 
1805 Netson ro Oct. in Nicolas Disp. (1846) VII. 104 A 
Union Jack is to be suspended from the fore top-gallant 
stay. 1825 H. B. Gascoicne Vav. ame 119 The fore-top 
gallant yard Is torn away. 1844 Regul. & Ord. Army 35 
‘The flag of the Lord High Admiral [shall be hoisted] at the 
fore-top-gallant-mast-head. 

Fore-topmast (foe1,tg‘:pmast). Vaud. [f. Fore- 
pref.+ TorMast.] The mast above the fore-mast ; 
also attrib., as fore-topmast crosstrees, -head, etc. 

1626 Carr. Smiru Accid. Yung. Seamen 12 The fore top 
1692 Lond. Gaz, No. 2763/1 He spread his Flag at 
the Fore-top-mast-head. 1858 JZerc. Marine Mag. V. 199 
Hauled down fore topmast-staysail. 1869 Dazly News 10 
Dec., The Monarch will display .. the American ensign 
abreast of the foretopmast crosstrees. 

Fore-topsail (foostgpsell, -s'1). Maat. [f. 
Fore- pref. + Topsait.] The sail above the fore- 
sail; also attrib., as fore-topsail yard. 

1582 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. 
xxviii. 71 a, In trimming the sayles. .and foretop sayles. 1627 
Carr. Smita Seaman’s Gram. iv. 17 The fore top-saile 
yard. 1790 Beatson Naw. & Mil. Mem. 11. 62 As that hung 
on her fore-top-sail and backed it, -he had no command of 
his ship. 1833 M. Scorr Yom Cringle ii. (1859) 64 We.. 
handed the foretopsail and presently she was alongside. 

+ Foretou'ch, v. Obs. [Forn- pref] trans, 
To touch, or touch upon, beforehand ; to blame or 
censure beforehand. Hence Foretou'ched /f/. a. 

c 1450 Mirour Saluactoun 3453 This Resurexionne of crist 
was be astone fortouchid [L. Jretaxata] Whilk was reprovid 
some tyme of thaym yt the temple beldid: 1710 Norris 
Chr. Prud, i. 44 All the fortouch’d considerations. 

Fore-tow, -trace, etc.: see Forr- pref. 


Foretype (fo-1toip), sd. [f. Fore- pref. + 
Typr sb.) = ANTETYPE, 

1848 Lytton Harold x1. vi, Rough foretype of the coming 
crusader, 1864 A, Leicuton in Reader 23 July 97/2, I have 
seen their foretypes in the head of J. N. a hundred times, 


Foretype (fosrtai'p), v. vare. [f. prec. sb.] 
trans. To be a foretype of ; to prefigure. 

@1618 SytvesterR Maidens Blush 409 A Day full oft 
to be fore-typ’t .. by Prophets manifold. 7839 BalLry 
Festus (1848) 32/2 O Thou.. Whom all the faiths, and 
creeds, and rites of old... Foreshadowed and foretyped. 

Fore-typified, -use, -utter: see Forn- pref. 

Forever (ffre'vo1), adv. Now chiefly U.S. 

1, The phrase for ever (see EVER 5 b), written as 


one word. 

1670 Eacuarp Cont. Clergy Pref., An honest .. wisher, 
that the best of our clergy might forever continue as they 
are. 1 Tare & Brapy Ps. cxxviii. x Forever blest be 
God the Lord. 1768-74 Tucker Zé. Wat. (1852) Il. 250 
The only true estate forever we can purchase by our care 
and diligence, lies in the sentiments of the heart. 1825 
J. Neat Bro. Fonathan I11. 322, I will speak of them for- 
ever, to my last breath. 1839 CartyLe Chartismz iii. (1858) 
14 The whole result is forever unattainable. 1875 I’. Hitt 


FORE-VIEW. 


True Order Studies 91 The children. .are forever question- 
ing concerning the great lumps of pudding stone. 

2. quasi-sb. Eternity, perpetuity. 

1858 Kincstey Farewell 7 Make life, death, and that vast 
for-ever One grand sweet song. 1881 E. Coxon Basil Pi. 
II, 232 This short for-ever of earth. 

So Fore’vermore adv.: see EVERMORE I b. 

1837 CarRLyLe fy. Rev. II. 1. viii. (1871) 170 Farewell 
forevermore, ye Girondins. 1872 Loner. Cévistus Introitus 
46 Forevermore, it shall be as it hath been heretofore. 

Fore-view (foovviz), sb. [f Forn- pref] 
A view beforehand, prospect, anticipation. 

1831 KE. Irvine Let. 17 Jan. in Mrs. Oliphant £2/e (1862) 
II. 170 In the foreview of it I ask your prayers. 1865 C. J. 
VaucHan Plain Words on Chr. Living g It was not the 
mere foreview of death which thus convulsed and agonized 
a brave and constant spirit. 

+ Fore-view’, v. Ods—! [f. Forn- pref. + 
View v.] trans. To view or see beforehand. 

a1711 Ken Edmund Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 260 To die, for 
both their parting Hour fore-view’d. 

Fore-vouched, -vow, etc.: see ForE- pref. 


+Forewa‘lker. ds. [f. Foru- pref. + 
WALKER] = FORERUNNER. 

1529 Sir T. More Dyaloge 126 a/zt Antichrist (of whome 
these folke be y® for walkers). 1548 Upatt, etc. Erasm. 
Par. Mark i. 9 John the forewalker of Christe. 

+ Forewall. Ods. [Fore grep. or pref] A 
wall of defence; a wall or outwork raised to defend 
another. “= 

a 1000 Czdimon's Exod. 297 Syndon pa foreweallas fezre 
gestepte .. od wolcna hrof. 1388 Wycuir /sa. xxvi. 1 The 
wal and the fore wal [Vulg. axtemnrale]. 1609 BiBLe 
(Douay) Lawz. ii. 8 The forewal [Vulg. axtenzeurale] hath 
mourned, and the wal is destroyed together. 

+ Fo'reward, 50.1 Obs. Forms: 2 foreweard, 
3-4 foreward(e, (3 voreward, 4 vorewerde), 
3-6 forward(e, (5 forwart), [OE. foreweard 
str. fem., forewarde wk. fem., f.-Foru- pref. + 
weard str. fem. security, precaution: see WARD sé. 
Cf. Du. voorwaarde, ON. forvprdr.] An agree- 
ment, compact, covenant, promise. 

O. E, Chron. an. 1109 Der wurdon ba fore-wearda full 
worhte. c¢1205 Lay. 1091 Al pat forward was ileft. 1340 
Ayenb. 215 Pet me maki uorewerdes. c 1450 Chester Pl, 
Deluge 345 A forwarde now with thie I make. 


+ Fo‘reward, 53.2 Ods. Also 4-6 forward(e, 


5 fowarde. [f. ForE- Zref.+ WarRD 50.] 

1. The first line of an army, vanguard, front. 
foreward : in the van. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy tv. 1148 Nestor.. Fare shall before the 
forward to lead. c 1489 Caxton Sones of Aymoni. 41 Fyrste 
of alle came the forewarde wyth the Oryflame. 1548 PATTEN 
Exped. Scott. in Arb. Garner III. 62 Upon the side whereof 
our Foreward stood. 1631 WeEEvER Anc. Fun. Mon. 617 
After a short resistance hee discomfited the Foreward of King 
Richard. 1664 /lodden F. vi. 52 And that in foreward 
with his Grace He should him find fit for to fight. 

Jig. 1566 T. Srarceton Ret. Untr. Fewel u1. 9o M. Tuell 
hath made but a simple brauerye in this, forewarde of his 
doctours. 1589 Putrennam Ling. Poesie 11. xii. (Arb.) 176 
This one word.. placed in the foreward. 

2. The command of the van; a position in the van. 

¢1400 Sowdone Bab. 502 King Lukafer..shalle have the 
Fowarde. Jéid. 732. c1460 Otterbourne 102 in Percy's 
Relig., Thou arte my eme, The forwarde I gyve to the. 

1570-6 LAMBARDE Peramb, Kent (1826) 7 The forward in all 
battels belongeth to them. 

fg. 1555 Hooper in Coverdale Left. Mart. (1564) 122 
oubtles it is a singuler fauour of God .. to geue you this 
foreward and preeminence. 

Hence Fore-wa‘rder, one of the foreward or 
vanguard. 

1611 SreeD “7st. Gt.-Brit. vi. v. § 5. 192 Caligula .. lost 
the defense of his fore-warders, and the straitnesse of the 
place permitted not his gard to follow. 


+ Forewa'rd, v. Ols.—1  [f. Forr- pref. + 
Warp v.] ¢rans. To guard, or fortify in front. 


1610 HoLLanp Camden's Brit. 1. 817 Which she hath so 
forewarded againe with a counter-scarfe. 

Forewarn. (fociw9-n), v. [f. Foru- pref 
+ WARN 7.] 

1. trans. To warn, caution, or admonish before- 
hand; also, to give previous notice to. Const. of, 
to with zzf., or that with obj. sentence. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 96 Pe bisshop pouht 
treson, for warned was Henry. 1548 UDALL, etc. Zrasmz. 
Par. Fohn xvi. 4, I thought mete to fore-warne you hereof. 
1593 SHAKS. 3 Hen. VJ, tv. vii. 17 We were fore-warned of 
your comming, And shut the Gates. 1667 Mitton P. Z. vu. 
41 The.. Arch-angel had forewarn’d Adam .. to beware 
Apostasie, 1692 WasHINGTON tr. JZilton's Def. Pop.ii.(1851) 
60 As Samuel forewarns the People that theirs would de- 
generate into.. Tyranny. 1741 Mipp.eton C7vcevo II. vu. ror 
‘That which I have told, and forewarned you of. 1836 H. 
CorerinGeE North. Worthies (1852) I. 27 Their .. member 
forewarns them of the difficulties likely to stand in their way. 

absol. 1651 C. Cartwricut Cert. Relig. 1. 110 He fore- 
shews that many should come in his name..and forewarnes 
to beware of them. 1667 Mitton P, Z. xu. 507 But in thir 
room, as they forewarne, Wolves shall succeed for teachers. 
1860 Mlerc, Marine Mag. VII. 360 The progress ofa cyclone 
may be telegraphed, and might secure many a ship from 
danger by forewarning. 

Prov. (1592, 1768-745 see ForEARM v.] @1688 Bunyan 
Heart's Ease 148 Forewarned, forearmed. 18535 KInGsLEY 
Glaucus (1878) 31 To be forewarned is to be forearmed. 

+2. To announce beforehand, prophesy. Ods. 

1583 SranyHurst 477s 1. (Arb.) 82 Fhe Harpye Celaeno 
Forwarns much mischiefe too coom, 
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Forewarn: see Forwarn Ods., to prohibit. 


Forewarner (foeiwO-mo1). [f. FoREWARN v. 
+-ER1!.] One who or that which forewarns. 

e1425 Mound. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 43 The 
forwarners of variaunte tempeste to come. 1626 (¢z¢le) Sir 
Walter Rawleigh’s Ghost, or England’s Forewarner. 1684 
T. Burnet 7%. Earth u. 87 It may indeed be made a ques- 
tion, whether this fiery vengeance .. will not precede the 
general conflagration..as a fore-runner and forewarner to 
the world. 1842 Lytton Zanoni v1. v, There both Mother 
and Forewarner stood. 

Forewarning (foerwG nin), vil. sb. [f. as 
prec. +-ING1.] A warning beforehand. 

1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Mark i. 15 To geue them 
forewarning yt Messias & the kyngdome of God were at 
hand, 1570 DEE Math, Pref. 1 ‘They had no forwarnyng 
and information..whereto his doctrine tended, 1659 Mitton 
Civ. Power Wks. (1851) 323 That wise forewarning of 
Gamaliel. 1848 Lytron Harold vit. iv, Edward's sinister 
forewarnings. 0 

Forewa‘rning, ///. a. [f. as prec. + -1nG2.] 
That forewarns, in senses of the vb. 

1576 FLeminc Panop/. Epist. 193 My presignificant speach, 
and forewarning watchwordes, were counted unworthy 
credite. 1591 LamBarpE Avcheion (1635) 181 These offences 
might be made exemplary, and forwarning to other men. 
1852 Mrs. Stowe Uzcle Tom’s C. xl. 348 Tom heard the 
message with a forewarning heart. 

Hence Forewa'rningly adv. 

1839 BaiLEy /estus (1848) 43/1 As sings the swan with 
parting breath, So I to thee... Forewarningly. 

Fore-way, -wedge, etc.: see ForE- pref. 

+Fo're-while. Ods. rare. [f. Forn- pref. + 
WHILE 5d.]_ The space of time or interval before 


a future event happens. 

1615 CHAPMAN Odyss. 11. 256 Let us consult yet, in this 
long forewhile, How to ourselves we may prevent this ill. 

+ Fore-wind. Ods. Also for-. [f. Forn- pref. 
+ Wind sd. Cf. Du. voorwind.] A wind that blows 
a ship forward on her course, a favourable wind. 

1561 Even Arte Nauig. Aiijb, They founde it to serue 
with a forewynde. 1603 Drayton Barons’ Wars ww. xix, 
A for-wind now for Harwich fitly blowes. 1676 Hoxssrs 
Iliad 1. 461 A good forewind Apollo with them sent. 

Jig. 1682S. Porpacr Medal Rev. 104 All with the fore- 
wind of Religion Saile. 

Fore-winning: see Fore- pref. 5. 

+ Fore-wise. Ods. [f. Foru- gre. + WIsz.] 
Wise beforehand, prescient, far-seeing. 

¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 3950 Wise of his dedis, In fele thinges 
forwise, & a fer caster. , 

So Fore-wi'sdom, prescience, forethought. 

1576 Freminc Panopl. Efist. 20 What providence and 
forewisedome did he use. 1882 Beresr. Hore Brandreth 
I. xvi. 252 The husband who devises this ingenious proof of 
confidence is well advised in his forewisdom, 

+ Fo're-wit, sd. Obs. Also 4-6 forwit. [f. 
Fore- pref. + W1t.] 

1. Fore-knowledge, foresight, prudence. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pi. B. v. 166 Seynt Gregorie..had a gode 
forwit. 1503 Hawes Exams. Virt. v. (Arb.) 16 Thinges.. 
with a forwytte kepte in store. 1546 J. Heywoop Prov. 
(1867) 15 Yet is one good forewit woorth two after wits. 
1631 GouGE God's Arrows 111. lix. 292 Had the fore-wit of 
the Aramites beene as good as their after-wit. 


2. A leading ‘ wit’, a leader in matters of taste 


or literature. 

1637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. Prol. 4x Nor that the Fore- 
wits that would draw the rest Vnto their liking, alwayes like 
the best. 

+ Fore-wi't, v. Ods. Pres. 1st, 3rd sing. -wot. 
Also for- [OE. fore-, forwitan, f. Forn- pref., For- 
pref.2 + witan, Wit v.| trans. To know beforehand. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth, xxxix. § 3 On pam hean ‘sceop- 
pende be eall forewat hu hit zeweorban sceal. ¢1374 
Cuaucer Tvoylus 1v. 1043 (1071) Thilke sovereyn purvey- 
aunce, That forwoot alle, withouten ignoraunce. c1384 
— H. Fame (Sk.) 45 If the soule..Be so parfit.. That hit 
forwot thatistocome. cx1400 Test. Love ut. (1532) 352 God 
by necessitee forwote al thynges comyng. 

Hence Fore-wi'tting v0/. sb., fore-knowledge. 
Also Fore-wi'tter, one who knows beforehand. 

©1374 Cuaucer Boeth, v. pr. vi. 178 God byholder and 
forwiter of alle binges dwellip aboue. c 1386 — W22's Pr. T. 
423 Goddis worthy forwetyng Streigneth me needely for 
to do a thing. 


Forewoman (foe1wuman), pl. -women 
(-wimen). [f. ForE- pref.+ Womay.] A woman 
who acts as chief of other women: a. in a jury of 


matrons; b. in a shop or department. 

1709 STEELE Tatler No. 84 P 1 The learned Androgyne, 
that would make a good Fore-woman of the Pannel. 1752 
J. Louruian Fornz of Process (ed. 2) 216 If the Forewoman 
shall say, She is with quick Child..then [etc.]. 1838 
Dickens Wich. Nick. x, Miss Knag, the forewoman, shall 
have directions to try you with some easy work at first. 
1869 Mrs. Patutser Lace vii. 109 There were only three 
forewomen and sixty-three lace-makers. 

. Fore-wonted: see Forn- pref, 2 b. 


Foreword (foe1wsid). [f. Forn- pref. + 
Worp. Cf. Ger. vorwort.] A word said before 
something else ; hence, an introduction, a preface. 

1842 Dasent tr. Prose or Younger Edda Pref. 6 The 
Translator. .has felt no hesitation in placing the ‘ Foreword 
to the Edda’..at the end of the volume. 1868 FurRNivALL 
(title), The Babees Book, etc:..with some Forewords on 
Education in early England. 1879 19f% Cent. June 1092 
After these few forewords I will quote the letter. 1888 
Besant J/nner Howse v, All the dancing, courting, pretty 








FORFARE, 
speeches, and tender looks, meant only the fore-words of 


Love in earnest. 
+Forework. Ods. [f. Forn- gref + Work 


sb.] A ‘work’ or defensive structure in the front 
of a building or fortified place. 

1497 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl. (1877) 1. 334 The bigging of 
the fore werk of Dunbar. 1502 Acc. in 2b. Cart. S. Crucis 
(1840) lvi, To Walter Merlioun, mason, in part payment of 
his task of the foirwerk and the new hall in Halyrudhous. 

Fore-world (foo'1,woild).__[f. Forn- pref. + 
Worip. Cf. Ger. vorwelt.| The primeval world. 

1796 W. Tayor in Monthly Rev. XX. 517 Monuments of 
the Fore-world. 1801 SoutHEY 7alada 1x. 324 It were as 
wise to bring from Ararat The fore-world’s wood to build 
the magic pile. 1849 Reverberations u. 95 From the Fore- 
world’s chaotic night, Gleaming and streaming into light. 

Fore-write (foorrsit), v. [f. Forn- pref. + 
Warite.] © ¢vazs. To write before or beforehand. 

1634 Forp P. Warbeck 11. iii, Time alone debates Quar- 
rels forewritten in the book of fates. 1872 Loner. Div. 
Trag. 1. Marriage in Cana, What is to be Hath been 
fore-written in the thought divine From the beginning. 

Hence Fo:re-wri'tten (-0f) ip/. a. Also Fo‘re- 
writ, something written before, a title; + Fore- 
writer, one who writes, or has written, before- 
hand. 

c1460 J. Russet Bh. Nurture 1243 As for ryme or reson, 
pe forewryter was not to blame, For as he founde hit aforne 
hym, so wrote he be same. 1560-78 Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot. 
(1621) 37 The fore-written Provinces. 1570 Levins Manip. 
149/28 Ye Forewrit, ¢ztelus, prescripftum. 1578 BANISTER 
Hist. Man 1. 13 By the probable assertions of the best 
forewriters. 1599 NasHEe Lenten Stuffe Wks. (Grosart) V. 
214 The forewritten-of Bishop of Norwich. 1649 Br. Hatt 
Cases Consc. 11. (1654) 207 Such, as must have their grounds 
from fore-written truths, 1839 BarLey Festus (1848) 47/1 
The forewritten hour. ; 

Fore-wrought: see Forz- pref. 2 b. 

Fore-yard |! (foo1yaid), [f Forn- pref. + 
Yarp!.] The yard or court in front of a building. 

1388 Wyciir Ezek. x. 4 The halle [v.~. forzerde; L. 
atriunt], 1420-30 Lay-Folks’ Prayer Bk. (E. E. T.S.) 46 
In the forgerdis of the hous of oure God. 1699 S. SEWALL 
Diary 21 June (1878) I. 498 A Pack of Cards are found 
strawed over my fore-yard. 1741 Ricuarpson Pamela II. 
288 She would not come in, but sat fretting on a Seat in the 
Fore-yard. 1860 J. WuitE Hist. France (ed. 2) 90 Where 
gentle lawns sloping downward from the door must be con- 
verted into a foreyard. 

Fore-yard 2 (foe1yaid). [& Fore- pref. + 
Yarpd2,) 1. Mat. ‘The lowest yard on the fore- 
mast’ (W. C. Russell). 

1627 Cart. Smitu Seaman's Gram. iti. 16 The fore Yard 
[must be] 19 yards long, and 15 inches diameter or thick. 
1745 P. THomas rnd. Anson's Voy. 145 Her Fore-top-mast 
broke short, and in its Fall, meeting with the Fore-yard 
broke it in the Slings. 1844 W. H. MaxweE ti SZorts & 
Adv. Scot. ix. (1855) 91 At sea, when the bell is struck at 
noon, the sun is said to be ‘over the fore-yard’. 1854 H. 
Miter Sch. & Schiz. (1858) 6 After toiling on the foreyard 
in a violent night-squall. 

+2. £1. = ANTENNE. Obs. 

1658 RowLanp Moufet’s Theat. Ins. 937 The fore-yards 
are thin, black and short. 

Fore-year: see Forn- pref. 4, 4b. 

+ Forfaint, a. Obs. [f. For- pref! + Farnra.] 
Very faint. So + Forfai‘nted 7/. a. 

14.. Why I can’t be a Nun 112 in E. E. P. (1862) r41 At 
that worde for-feynte I fylle. 1563 SAckvILLE Jxduct. Mirr. 
Mag. xv, With that worde of sorrowe all forfaynt She 
looked vp. 1566 Drant Wail. Hierenz. 3 For foode to theyr 
forefainted soules. 

Forfalt, -fault, -faute: see FoRFEIT. 

+Forfa'mel, v. Obs. rave -'. [f. For- pref 
+ *famel, ad. OF. famezl-er to be hungry.] Only 
in pa. pple.: Starved to death. 

c1400 Sowdone Bab. 2282 He charged hem to wacche wel 
all abowte That thay for-famelid might dye. 

+Forfang, -feng. Ods. [OE. for(e\fang, Jeng, 
f, Forz- pref. + FANG, FENG sés.] / 

1. OZ. Law. A rescuing of stolen property; the 
reward for this. 

azooo Laws Ine liii, Be forstolenes monnes forefenge. 
ax000 Laws Atheist. vi, Forfang. .zt men fiftene peningas. 

2. By post-Conquest lawyers explained (perh. by 
conjecture based on the etymology) to mean: The 
fine for taking provisions from a market before the 
royal purveyors were served. 

c12zs0 Gloss. Law Terms in Rel. Ant, 1. 33 Foxfeng, 
quite de avant prise (avent le rei). 

+ Forfa‘re, v.! Ods. For forms see Fare v.1 
Cf. Forrerr. [OE. forfaran (f. For- pref) + 

Jaran, Fare v.)=OF ris. forfara, OHG. fer-, for-, 
Surfaran, Ger. verfahren.] 

1. intr. To pass away, perish, decay. 

O. E. Chron. an. 910 Hi per meest ealle siddan forforon. 
Ibid. an, 1091 Seo scip fyrde.. zl mzest earmlice forfor. 
‘c1178 Lamb. Hom. 141 Pet fole wes welnech for-faren 
drinkeles. cx12g0 Gen. §& Ex. 3018 To-morzen, but he 
mu3en vt-pharen, Egyptes erf sal al for-faren. 1375 BARBour 
Bruce 1. 478 Thys lord the brwyss..Saw all the kynryk 
swa forfayr. c1420 Padlad. on Hush. w.951 They seynge 
her dwellyng so forfare, So fle away. 1494 Fasyan Chron. 
v. Ixxxili. 61 marg., Thonge Castell..is now Forfaryn. 
1578 Scot. Poems 16th C, Il. x78 This warld sall all forfair. 

b. pa. pple. Worn out with travel, age, etc. 

1393 Gower Covf. 1.45 As it were a man forfare Unto 
the wode I gan tofare. 1460 Lybeaus Disc. (1890) 1574 No 
kniz3t .. Thau3 he schold be forfard, Ne geteth her non 
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ostell. 15.. Merchant & his Son in Hazl. £. P. P. 1. 142 
For-faren wyth the fyre stynk. 1787 Burns Brigs of Ayr 
rog Wi’ crazy eild I’m sair forfairn, a@x8r0 ‘TANNAHILL 
Kebbuckston Wedding Poems (1846) 139 Though sair for- 
fairn, He vows that he’ll wallop twa sets with the howdie. 

2. trans. To cause to perish, destroy. 

axzo00 Laws Edw. § Guth. §11 On earde forfare [man] 
hy mid ealle. cx1z0g Lay. 11454 Wulled Romleode. .for- 
uaren vs mid fehte. c1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 158 
Two busses wer forfaren. 1413 P2lgr. Sozwdle (Caxton 1483) 
iv. ii. 53 A worme had forfaren these pepyns and cor- 
rumped them withynne. cx14g0 Bk. Curtasye 220 in Babees 
Bk. (1868) 305 Thre enmys..per are, Pat coueyten alle men 
to for-fare,—The deuel, be flesshe, be worlde also. a@ 1605 
Potwart Flyting w. Montgomerie 48 Make obedience In 
time, for feare leist I forfaire thee, 


4/3. By Skene associated with F. for/azre, med. 
L. forisfacére. (See quot.) 


1597 SkeNE De Verb, Sign. s.v. Forisfactum, It is taken 
for fornication committed be ane woman .. to fore-fair, or 
abuse her bodie. 1609 — Reg. AZaz. 39 Wemen .. gif they 
forfair or abuse their bodies in fornication .. sall be dis- 
herissed. 

+ Forfa‘re, v.2 Obs. [f. For- pref.2 + Fare z.] 
trans. To pass along (a way, etc.) before others. 

O. E. Chron. an. 897 For foron him pone mudan foran 
on uter mere. cx1205 Lay. 27373 What beod peos ut-la3en 
Pa pisne wei us habbeod for-uaren [c 1275 forfare]. 

Forfars (fp1faiz). [f. Forfar the name of the 
Scotch county in which it is chiefly made.] 

1882 CauLFeiLD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Forfars 
a coarse, heavy description of linen cloth, made of un- 
bleached flax. 

Forfast(ed,-fastened,-fatted: see For- pref 


+Fo'rfaultry, forefaultry. Sc. Ods. [f. 
Jorfault, FoRFEIT sb. +-RY.] = FORFEITURE. 

¢1865 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 41 A 
sufficient cause to tyne his life..and deserving forfaultry. 
1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's Autobiog. xi. (1848) 367 The 
Lord Warriston being summoned under pain of forfaultry. 

+ Forfea'r, v. Obs. [f. For- pref1+ Far v.] 
trans. To terrify. Only in pa. pple., which often 
coincides in sense with the phrase for ferd: see 
Ferp 5.2. Const. with of or subord. cl. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 674 3iff he seb batt mann iss ohht Forrfeeredd 
off hiss sihhbe. c13z0 Senyn Sag. (W.) 3078 He slogh him 
sone that ilk day, Forfered that he sold oght say. c 1386 
Cuaucer Sgm.’s 7. 519 Myn herte.. For-fered of his deeth. . 
Graunted him loue. c1400 Ywaine §& Gaw. 1679 He sperd 
his yate, and in he ran, For fered of that wode man, 

For-feebled : see For- pref. 9. 

Forfeit (ff fit), sd. Forms: a. 4-5 forfet(t(e, 
(4-5 furfatt, -fet, 6 forfect, forefaicte), 4-6 
forfaite, -ayt(te, -eite, -ete, -eyte, 6- forfeit. 
B. Sc. 6 foir-, forfalt, -fault, 7 forfaute. [a. 
OF. forfet, forfait:—med.L. forts factum tres- 
pass, fine, neut. pa. pple. of foris facére to trans- 
gress, f. forts outside (see For- pref.3) + facére to 
do. The Sc. forms B are corrupted by assimilation 
to fault or default.) 

+1. A misdeed, crime, offence, transgression ; 
hence, wilful injury. Also with of: Transgression 
against or in respect of, breach or violation of Obs. 

In forfault (Sc. Law): under charge of wrong doing, 
guilty of breaking the law. (Jam.) 

a, @1300 Cursor M. 15814 (Cott.) Petre was in hand 
nummen for forfait he had don. 1393 Gower Con/. III. 
245 That he the forfete of luxure Shall tempre and reule. 
1423 Jas. I. Azugis Q. xcii, Thus were thai wrangit that 
did no forfet. 1481 Caxron Reynard (Arb.) 53 Ye may 
frely..ete them wythoute ony forfayte. 1483 — G. de la 
Tour Ev, Men ought wel to kepe hem self fro the forfait of 
maryage., @1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) 
Ciij, ‘he Censure .. dayly toke hede to the forfaytes done. 
1668 Temple Let. to Ld, Arlington Wks. 1731 II. 90 No.. 
Corruption of Ministers, can preserve them long from paying 
what they owe to any Forfeits of their Duty. 

B. 14.. tr. Burgh Lawis c. 19 in Se. Acts (1814) I. 336 
Gif ony man or ony woman in the burgh be in forfaute of 
brede or ale [sit i _forisfacto de pane vel cervisia] .. gif he 
faltis twyis he sall be chastyte twyis for his forfaute. 1572 
Lament Lady Scot. 373 in Scot. Poems 16th C. (1801) II. 
253 Thir foirfalts that I haue done reheirs, That lords, 
lairds, ladys and lawers dois exerce. 

2. Something to which the right is lost by the 
commission of a crime or fault; hence, a penal 
fine, a penalty for breach of contract or neglect of 
duty. Phr. Zo take (the) forfeit of, to pay (the) 
forfert (lit. and fig). 

c1450 Bk. Curtasye 577,in Babees Bk. (1868) 318 Of be 
lordes courtes and forfetis, 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. 
cxcix. 179 They taken the goodes..and lete hem calle his 
forfaytz. 1538 Firzners. ust. Peas 38b, The forfayt 
therof is al the pewter and brasse so cast and wrought. 
1555 WaATREMAN frardle Facions t.v. 70 The forfect for non 
paiment of the lone. 1596 Suaxs., Merch. V. 1v. i. 207, 
I craue the Law, The penaltie and forfeite of my bond. 
1625 FretcHer & Suirtey Wt. Walker 1, Thou hast 
undone a faithful Gentleman, By taking forfeit of his Land. 
1713 Younc Force Relig. 1. (1757) 62 Life is a forfeit we 
must shortly pay. 1843 Lever Bacon xviii, To be free 
of the transaction, I this morning offered to pay half forfeit, 
1857 BuckLe Civiliz. I. viii. 543 The forfeit incurred by 
many of those illustrious thinkers who [etc.]. 

b. transf. of a person. 

1603 Suaks. Meas, for M. w. ii. 167 Claudio. .is no greater 
forfeit to the law than Angelo. 

3. A trivial mulct or fine imposed, e.g., for breach 
of some rule or by-law in a tavern parlour, a club, 
etc. Also, in certain games, an article (usually 
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something carried on the person) which a player 
gives up by way of penalty for making some mis- 
take, and which he afterwards redeems by perform- 
ing some ludicrous task. 

1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. v. 323 The strong Statutes 
Stand like the forfeites in a Barbers shop, As much in 
mocke, as marke. 1642 Futter Holy §& Prof. St. v. x. 395 
No more than the forfeits in a barbers shop, where a Gentle- 
mans pleasure is all the obligation to pay. 1660-r Prpys 
Diary 4 Feb., And here I took pleasure to take forfeits of 
the ladies. 1714 Gay 7rivia u. 175 The .. Wits shall 
frequent Forfeits pay. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. ii, Walking 
out, drinking tea, country dances, -and forfeits, shortened 
the rest of the day. 1814 Scorr Wav. lxix, We played the 
game boldly, and the forfeit shall be paid. 1837 Dickens 
Pickw, xxviii, We..beguile the time with forfeits and old 
stories. 1865 J. Hatton Bitter Sweets xxxii, In the games 
of forfeit, he played his part. : 

4. [from the vb.] The losing of something by 
way of penalty: = FORFEITURE. 

To set to forfalt (Sc. Law): to attaint, outlaw. 

a. 1393 Gower Conf. III. 177 To give. .and to withdrawe 
The forfet of a mannes life. 1423 Jas. I. Azugis Q. cxxix, 
Vertu sall be the cause of thy forfet. 1596 Suaxs. Merch. 
V.1v. i. 212, I will be bound to pay it..On forfeit of my 
hands, my head, my heart. 1629 Mitton Watzvity i, That 
he our deadly forfeit should release. 1644 — Educ. Wks. 
(1847) 98/1 You would to the forfeit of your own discerning 
ability, impose on me [etc.]. 1716 Lapy M. W. Montacu 
Let. to C'tess Bristol 22 Aug., Debts..they could clear 
no other way but by the forfeit of their honour. 

B. 1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. xin. xv, Eftir his forfalt, 
the constabillary wes geuyn to the Hayis of Arroll. 1570 
Bucuanan Chameleon Wks. (2892) 46 Y° parliament set to 
forfalt sic lordis as had fled in Ingland. 

Forfeit (fp1fit),a. Forms: see prec. [ad. OF. 
Sorfait, pa. pple. of forfacre :—late L. forisfacére : 
see prec. In early use serving as pa. pple. of next.] 

That has been lost or has to be given up as the 
penalty of a crime or fault or breach of engagement. 
Const. + 22/7, to, unto. 

a. 1393 Gower Conf. I. 194 That ye this thing no lenger 
let, So that your life be nought forfete. 1425 WynToun Cvon. 
VIL. vill, 716 Hale he tuk in-til Ethchet As pai had fallyne 
til hym forfet, 1538 Firzuers. Fst. Peas (1514) 38b, The 
value of them is forfayt, halfe to the fyndours or serchers 
therof. 1594 Prat Yewell-ho. 1. 5 Forfeit and confiscate 
vnto the crowne. x60r Suaxs. A//’s Well wv. iii. 216 His 
braines are forfeite to the next tile that fals. 1608 MarkHAM 
& Macuin Dumb Knight v. i, This monster.. Whose forfait 
life is witnesse to his shame. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 
Iv. 71r And his long Toils were forfeit for a Look. 17 
SomerviLte Chase ut. 63 Behold the just Avenger, swift 
to seize His forfeit Head. 1827 Hattam Const. Hist. (1876) 
II. ix. 110 These have half redeemed his forfeit fame. 1847 
Emerson Poens (1857) 43 The wish To tread the forfeit 
Paradise. 1859 GLADSTONE Hlorace’s Odes 111. ix, My forfeit 
life I'll freely give, So she, my better life, may live. 

B. 1423 Jas. I. Kingis Q. cxli, All though my lyf suld 
forfaut be therefore. 

Forfeit (ff-ifit), v. Forms: a. Jnjin. 4-6 for- 
fet(e(un, -yn, 5-6 -fett(e, (5 foffet), 5-7 forfait(e, 
5-6 -fayt(te, -feyt, (5 -fite, 6 -fyt, -fect, -feict), 
6 Sc. forfat, -fit, 6- forfeit. a. ¢. and pa. pple. 
-ed. Also pa. ¢. 5 forfett(e; pa. pple. 4-5 forfet(e, 
6 -feyte (see Forrerir a.). 8. Sc. 4-7 forfalt, 
6-9 forfault, 7-9 forefault; pa. pple. 4 forfalt, 
5 forfaut. [f. prec. sb.] 

+1. zxtr. To do amiss, sin, transgress. Ods. 

21325 Prose Psalter cxviii{i]. 119 Ich told alle the singers 
of erthe for-fetand [L. Arevaricantes.] ¢1386 CHAUCER Pars, 
T. ? 199 And al this suffred Ihesu crist bat neuere forfeted. 
1496 Dives & Paup. (W. de W.) 1. li. 9t They forfete 
hyghely ayenst the fyrste commaundement. c¢xz530 Lp. 
Berners Arth, Lyt. Bryt, (1814) 348 Ye saye y' she hath 
forfeyte with this knight; for he can not forfeyte with her, 
but y* she must be accorded with him. 

b. trans. To transgress against, violate (one’s 
faith or oath). rare. 

[So OF. forfaire : but there is an admixture of sense 2.] 

1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 28 Having known you so 
notoriously to forfeit your Faith. 1800 tr. Jzvisible Man 
II. 208 You have received my oath; I am incapable of 
forfeiting it. 

2. trans. To lose, lose the right to; to render 
oneself liable to be deprived of (something) ; also, 
to have to pay (a sum of money) in consequence of 
a crime, offence, breach of duty, or engagement. 
Const. zo (the receiver). a. ina strictly legal sense. 

a, 1466 Mann. §& Househ. Exp, 176 They schal kontente 
me fore my parte of skenes that were foffetede, iiij. li. 
1581 Mutcaster Positions xxxvii. (1887) 152 Neither he, 
ne yet his parentes, can forsake their prince, vpon any 
colour without forfaiting more than a quarters scholehire, 
1663 Marvett Corr. xl. Wks. 1872-5 II. 88 The House 
adjournd till Wednesday fortnight .. every one absent to 
forfeit five pounds. 1723 Dre For Col. Fack (1840) 242 My 
life and effects were all forfeited to the English government. 
1827 Jarman Powell's Devises II, 261 The Court held the 
estate not to be forfeited by non-performance. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau Tale of Tyne i, 15 You forget what you forfeit, 
if you have your indentures broke. 

B. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 111.75 That ather .. suld .. 
forfalt all in the kingis hand. 1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 13 
They sall tine and forfalt all their cattell. 1688 Ass. Magis. 
tracy in Harl. Misc. 1. 5 Whoever goes about to subvert 
it..forefaults his own title. 1717 Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 
339 Such... should for that time forfault their part in the 
settlement of a parish. 

b. gen. To lose by misconduct. 

13... E. Allit. P. A. 638 Oure forme-fader hit con for- 

fete Pur3 an apple. c1g00 Destr. Troy 4450 To forfet pat 
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faire place & offense make. 1611 SpeEep Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. 
xxiv. (1632) 1147 Wee had... forfaited it [Calais] so that wee 
could enter into no other Article of peace. 1770 Burke 
Pres. Discont, Wks. 1808 II. 303 The first franchise of an 
Englishman..is to be forfeited for some offence which no 
man knows. 1847 Hamitton Rew. & Pun. vi. (1853) 263 
The angels forefeited all happiness. .when they sinned. 1865 
Trotiope Belton Est. xxv. 298 He had done nothing to 
forfeit her love. 

c. In wider sense: To lose or give up, as a 
necessary consequence. 

2a1400 Morte Arth. 437 Are I be fechyde wyth force, or 
forfette my landes. xg91 Suaxs, 1 Hen. VI, WV. iii. 27 So 
should we save a valiant gentleman, By forfeiting a traitor 
and acoward. 1615 Crooke Body of Man 197 But shall 
we therefore forfet our knowledge because some men can- 
not conteine their lewd and inordinate affections? 1802 
Med. Frnl. 389 Nor can any one regulate his professional 
conduct by it, without forfeiting all claim to consistency. 
1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Montaigne Wks. (Bohn) I. 350 
The moral sentiment..never forfeits its supremacy. 1871 
Napneys Prev. & Cure Dis. 1. viii. 231 The liquid forfeits 
part of its strength on exposure to the air. 

d. adsol. or intr. To incur the penalty of for- 
feiture or (obs.) confiscation, 

1727 Pops, etc. A7vt of Sinking 124 It shall be reckoned 
a neglect of her business, and she shall forfeit accordingly. 
1785 Mem. Capt. P. Drake i.2 The Family remained in 
peaceable possession of this Estate..until the War .. when 
..they forfeited, and were driven to shift for themselves. 

3. Of the executive power: a. To subject (land, 
etc.) to forfeiture; to confiscate. Obs. exc. Hist. 

a. 1382 Wycur Daz. ii. 5 Your housis shuln be maad 
commoun, or forfetid [Vulg. pubdblicabuntur]. 1611 BistE 
Ezra x. 8 All his substance should be forfeited. 1700 
Drypen Pref Fables (Globe) 495 Let them be staved or 
forfeited, like counterbanded goods. 

B. 1375 Barsour Bruce xu. 499 All his land was sesit, 
and forfalt to the kyng. @ 1834 Surtees Poem in Taylor 
Life (Surtees) 246 If thou wilt not ride with us, Yet shall 
thy lands forfaulted be. 1895 Crockett Mosshaggs 163 
As for Earlstoun, we heard it was to be forfaulted very soon. 

b. Chiefly Sc. To subject (a person) to forfeiture 
or confiscation (of estates, etc.) ; to confiscate the 
estates of. Obs. exc. H7st. 

a. 2?ax1400 Morte Arth. 1155 We mone be forfetede in 
faith, and flemyde for ever! 1565 Eart oF BrEprorp in 
Ellis Ovig. Lett. Ser. 1. II. 209 That the Earles..sholde 
have byne forfited yf the kinge coulde not be perswaded. 
1639 Drumm. or Hawtu. Queries of State Wks. (1711) 177 
Whether it be lawful to proscribe and forfeit country-men, 
1707 Dx. ATHOL in Vulpone 20 It is the height of Injustice 
..to forfeit any Person without a Hainous Crime. 1816 
Scorr Old Mort. xxix, With the purpose of forfeiting and 
fining such men of property whom [etc.]. 1862 Lp. 
Broucuam Brit. Const. xv. 236 Seventy individuals..were 
forfeited for their adherence to the King. 

B. 1535 StTEwartT Cron. Scot. Il. 637 The Thane of 
Calder he tressoun and cryme Forfaltit wes. 1567 Satir. 
Poems Reform. iii. 201 Quha did forfault him of his land 
and rent. 1582-8 Hist. Fames VI (1804) 71 The regent .. 
causit forfalt my Lord Fleyming. 1676 W. Row Contn. 
Blair's Autobiog. xi. (1848) 350 The Doiaaane did for- 
fault all those that were upon that jury. 1755 Carte 7st, 
Eng. IV, 284 The Scotch parliament ., forefaulted general 
Ruthven for refusing to surrender the castle of Edinburgh. 

+4. To exact a forfeit or fine from. Also adsol. 

c1sgz Martowe Yew of Malta u. ii, With extorting, 
cozening, forfeiting, I fill’d the jails with bankrouts. 1736 
Fietpinc Pasguiz 1, I dare not go into the Green-room; I 
shall be forfeited if I go in there. 

+5. To cause the forfeiture, loss, or rnin of. Ods. 

a, a@1611 Beaum. & FL. Maia’s Trag. 1v.i, Such another 
forgetfulness Forfeits your life. 1670 DryDEN Cong. Granada 
1. i, Outrage unpunish’d when a Prince is by, Forfeits to 
Scorn the Rights of Majesty. 1673 Essex Papers (Cam- 
den) I. 62 Any Practice of this kind would immediately 
forfeit their commands. 1679 L. Appison Mahumedism 
29 This had utterly forfeited him the reputation of a 
Prophet, 1704-5 Wycuerey Let. to Pofe 25 Jan. in Pope's 
Wks. (1737) V. 4 Your good wit never forfeited your good 

judgment but in your partiality to me and mine. 

B. 1639 Cuas. I. Declar. Tumults Scot, Wks. 361 Albeit 
.-yet that doth not..forefault the Kirk’s right. 

Forfeitable (ff 1fitab’l), a. [f. prec. + -aBLE.] 
Liable to be forfeited ; subject to forfeiture. 

1467 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 383 Them [goods] that be for- 
fetable by the lawe. 1495 Act11 Hen. VII, c. 64. § 6 All 
Castels..be not..forfeitable in eny wise to the Kyng. 1683 
Lutrrett Brief Rel. (1857) I. 247 Neither the charter of 
the citty of London or of any other corporation is forfeitable 
by law. 1767 BLackstTone Covi. II. 133 A moiety of the 
husband’s lands. .forfeitable by incontinency. 1841 /raser's 
Mag. XXIII. 385 The lives of these official Shylocks were 
forfeitable. 1884 Weekly Notesg Feb. 31/2 The interest of 
the tenant..becomes forfeitable. : 

Hence Fo'rfeitablene:ss. 1727-36 in Bamry. 

Forfeited (ffifitéd), pf7. a. [f. as prec. + 
-ED !.] In senses of the verb. 

a. 1530 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 15 Al issues forfaited fines 
and amerciaments affiered. 1752 Scots Mag. Nov. (1753) 
554/2 His family, as..being..connected with the forfeited 
Person, would be .. suspected. @1859 Macautay Hist. 
Eng. V. 272 They determined to vest in the trustees of the 
forfeited lands an estate. 1893 STEVENSON Catriona 15 
He’s a forfeited rebel. 

B. 1687 Crim. Lett. agst. Burnet in Burnet Six Papers 
54 Forfaulted Traitors, 1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE S?. Gt. 
Srit, VW. UW. Ve (1743) 381 His deputy holding in his hand 
one escutcheon of the arms of the forefaulted person. 

Forfeiter (fpufiter). [fas prec.+-ER1!.] One 
who forfeits: + @. An eyil-doer, b. One who for- 
feits (property, etc.) or incurs forfeiture. 

a. 1413 Pilgr. Sow/le (Caxton 1483) Iv. xxxiv. 83 Offycers 
+.to done execucion of lawe vpon forfetours. ¢1490 Paston 
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Lett. II. 365 Mysdoers and forfaytours, as wesellis [etc.]. 
16rx Suaxs. Cyd. ut. ii, 38 Though forfeytours you cast 
in prison. 1642 RoGers Naaman 607 Their forfeit is a 
double mulct and losse to the forfeiter. 1848 Craic, Hor- 
Jeiter, one who incurs punishment by forfeiting his bond. 

B. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11. 544 Vhair freindis als 
that tyme for3et he nocht, Into the tyme that tha forfal- 
touris inbrocht. 1560 Rortanp Crt. Venus 1. 262 Desper- 
ance was found ane Forfaltour. 

Forfeiting (fp iftin), vd. sb. [f. as prec. + 
-InG!.] The action of the vb. Forrxrr. 

a, c1440 Pronp. Parv. 172/1 Forfetynge. 1845 BrInK- 
Low Compl. 2 The forfetting of the londes. .of traytours. 

B. 1570 Satir. Poems Reform. xvi. 56 Als he gat Setoun 
out of hands, From forfalting he sauit his lands. 1584 Lp. 
Hunspane to Sir F, Walsingham in Calderwood Hist. 
Kirk (1843) 1V. 173 That there may be nothing done.. for 
the forfaulting of their livings and goods. 1884 Gd. Words 
Noy. 750/2 The forefaulting of Patrick, Earl of Orkney. 

Forfeiting (fpiftin), fs a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG 4.] That forfeits, or incurs forfeiture. 

1791 Newte Tour Eng. § Scot. 277 The heirs of the for- 
feiting families. @1859 Macautay Ast. Hug. V. 272 An 


estate greater than had ever belonged to the forfeiting land- 
holders. 


+ Fo'rfeitment. Obs. rave—1. In 6 forfait- 
ment, [f. Forrerr v.+-mEnt.] Something paid 
by way of forfeit ; a penalty. 

1597-8 Br. Hatt Sa. u. i. r7 Manie a Lollerd would in 
forfaitment Beare paper-fagots ore the pavement. 

Forfeiture (fgsfitizz1). Forms: see Forrair. 
[a. OF. forfeture, forfacture, f. forfait ForFutr sb.] 

+1. Transgression or violation of a law; crime, 
sin ; sfec. in Law. Obs. 

¢1380 Wycuir Wks. (1880) 348 Hereof schulden men not 
fayle wibouten greet forfeture. 1414 Brampton Pevit, Ps. 
Ixxiii, (Percy Soc.) 28 Whan I do ony forfeture, A contrite 
heart I offere to the. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 59 To do a thing 
against or without Law or Custome, and that legally is 
called a forfeiture. 

In weaker sense: A breach of rules. Ods. 

1576 Turserv. Venerie 134 If .. he touch the shoulder... 
with any other thing than his knyfe..it is a forfayture. 

+c. Forfeiture of marriage: (see quot.) Ods. 

1607 CowELL /nterpr., Forfeiture of mariage, is a writ 
lying against him, who houlding by knights seruice, and 
being vnder age and ynmaried, refuseth her, whome the 
Lord offereth him..and mayieth another. 

2. The fact of losing or becoming liable to 
deprivation of (an estate, goods, life, an office, 
right, etc.) in consequence of a crime, offence, or 
breach of engagement. Const. of, + on. 

a, 13.. Coer de L.257 Forfeyture onlyffandlonde. 1389 
in Zxg. Gilds (1870) 76 No brother. .shalle discuse be coun- 
seil of pis fraternite to no straungere, vp be payne of for- 
feture of be fraternite. 1467 Jéd. 384 Vppon peyne of 
forfetor of xl’. 1495 Act 11 Hen. VIT, c. 58 § x Actes of 
atteyndre and forfeiture made in the seid parliament. 1823 
FirzHers. Surv. 13 b, That there may be made due proues 
without fauoure..on payne of forfeyture of his offyce. 1614 
SELDEN 77¢/es Hon. 31 Henrie iv., possessing it by the for- 
feiture of the Lord Scrop. 1741 Cuampers Cyc/, s.v., Full 
Forfeiture .. is a forfeiture of life and member, and all else 
thatamanhas. 1767 Blackstone Com. II. 267 Forfeiture 
is a punishment annexed by law to some illegal act, or 
negligence, in the owner of lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments ; whereby he loses all his interest therein. 1864 
Bp. or Lincotn Charge 6 The minimum which will satisfy 
the inspector, and save the forfeiture of the grant. 1868 
E. Epwarps Raleigh I, vi. 94 The large forfeitures which 
followed the suppression of the rebellion of the Desmonds. 

B. 1542 Sc. Acts Mary (1814) Il. 416/2 The said sentence 
of forfaltoure was gevine vpoune pe fift day of be samin 
moneth. 1609 Skene Reg. May., Treatise 132 The paine 
of treason is tynsell, and forefaltour of life, lands, gudes, and 
geir. 1755 R. Kerr Catal. Scot. Bps. (1824) 178 The same 
year he is witness to the forefaulture of the Earl of Ross. 

transf, and fig. 1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 539 The 
undoing of my peace, and foirfalture of my Saluation. 16s 
Srantey Hist, Philos, 1. (1701) 27/1 What forfeiture you 
impose on others, undergo your self. 1713 Swirt Cadenus 
& Vanessa Wks. 1755 III. 1. 28 He has a forfeiture in- 
curr'd. a@ 1853 Rosertson Seri. Ser, 1i1. viii. (1863) VI. 
110 A proud remorse does not forgive itself the forfeiture of 
its own dignity. 

+b. The penalty of the transgression ; punish- 
ment for an offence. Ods. 

1390 Gower Conf, II. 268 This shall be thy forfeiture; 
With that she both his sones slough Before his eye. 1667 
Mitton ?. Z, ut. 221 Much less that durst upon his own 
head draw The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set. 

3. concr. That which is forfeited; a pecuniary 
penalty, a fine. ? Ods. 

a. 1399 Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 412 Alle his ffynys .. ne 
fforffeyturis ffele..my3te not areche to paie the pore peple. 
1483 in Hng. Gilds (1870) 336 The same forfetoures to be 
enployed halfe to the said cite, and the oder halfe to the 
said ffraternite. 1588 Lp. Burcuiey in Ellis Orig. Lett. 
Ser, 1. III. 27 The forfeycture for every publique offence 
committed without the College to be collected by the 
bedells. 1607 Nottinghane Rec. 1V. 287 The order for v. li. 
forfeyture for refusinge to be Chamberlaynes. 1709 ADDISON 
Tatler No. 116 ® 7, I pronounced the Petticoat a For- 
feiture. 178x Gippon Decl. & #. 11.57 One of the finest 
breeds [of horses] .. was the forfeiture of a rebel. 1818 
Coseett Pol. Reg. XX XIII. 712 A forfeiture, part of which 
went to the informer. 

B. c16x0 Sir J. Mervin Mem. (1735) 226 Promising each 
of his Party a Share of the Forfaulters of the Queen’s Lords. 
1661 LAUDERDALE in L. Papers (1884) I. 93 Fines and for- 
faultures are wholly at my disposall. 

transf.and jig. 1602 Narcissus (1893) 611 Helpe mee 
foorth, els Iam the rude woods forfeiture. 1754 RICHARDSON 
Grandison 11. vii. 105 Extraordinary merit has some for- 
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feitures to pay. 1786 Hentey tr. Beck/ord’s Vathek (1868) 
to The exaction of these forfeitures [their beards], 

Forfend, forefend (ffilend, foorfend), v. 
[f. For- pref.l (see sense 2) + FEND v,] 

+1. trans. To forbid, prohibit. With the thing 
forbidden as object, or with personal object and an 
zfinitive with fo as second object. Ods. 

1382 Wyctir 2 Kings xii. 8 And the prestis ben forfendid 
to eny more takyn monee of the puple. c1400 Afol. Lold. 
7o Pe wedding of prestis, or of cosynis in te brid or ferd 
degre, is not forfendid bi be autorite of be oolde lawe. 1493 
Dives § Paup, (Pynson) 1. i. Bj b, Gregory. .prised him for 
--he forfendyd them to worshyp ymages. 1830 Patscr. 
555/2 Naye, I forfende that, for that is no playe. 1g48 
UDALL, etc. Erasm, Par. Mark i. 10 That law forfended to 
were any clothing of linsaye wolsaye. 1635 Pacitr Chris- 
tianogr., Relig. Britans 29 Anselme..forefended Priests to 
have Wives. 1660 STILLINGFL. /vev, U1. Viii. (1662) 390 
Whether it be forefended by Goddes Law. 1823 J. Babcock 
Dom, Amusem. 86 This ingenious veterinarian forefends 
the practice of mixing clay in the stuffing. 

2. To avert, keep away or off, prevent; esd. in 
deprecatory phr. God (etc.) forfend; often with 
sentence as object; also adso/. as an exclama- 
tion. arch, 

1382 WycuF 2 Sam, xxiv. 25 The veniaunce is forfendyd 
fro Yrael. 1530 Sir T. More Ovdin. in Ann. Barber- 
Surgeons Lond. (1890) 583 As God forfende. x82 N. 
Licnertexp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. \vii, 120 There 
stood in the water .. a great number, alwaies forfending 
our landing. 1591 Suaxs. 1 Hen. VJ, v. iv. 65 Now heauen 
forfend, the holy Maid with child? 1639 Horn & Ros. 
Gate Lang. Uni. xcix. § 984 They joyn themselves in 
company with the godly..as guardians to forefend mis- 
chiefes. 1732 Fietpinc Covent Gard. 1. iii, Behold thee 
carted—oh ! forefend the sight. 1848 Lytton Harold u. 
ili, ‘The fiend forfend’ said the grim Earl. 1859 I. Taytor 
Logic in Theol. 226 May we not forfend the successes of 
our rivals by adopting their principles. 1887 BowEn Vire. 
inetd 1. 265 Gods forefend this menace. 

+b. To check, refrain, withhold. Ods. 

1382 Wyc.ir Ge. viii. 2 And the watris ben lessid .. 
reynes fro hevene ben forfendid. 
thi foot fro the sties of hem. 

3. To secure or protect by precautionary measures. 
Now chiefly 7.5. 

1592 Witmot Yancred § Gismunda Pref. iii, Gismond .. 
doth humbly pray, Heauens to forefend your loues from 
like decay. 1875 Hoxyoaxr Co-op. Eng. I. 250 Some men 
by..energy, and enterprise are able to forfend themselves 
against suffering. 1887 in Azer. Missionary Oct. 283 This 
is forefended by the fact that [etc.]. 1892 Nation (N. Y.) 
28 Apr. 327/2 ‘The sacrifice of the Mississippi’. .was fore- 
fended against even the treason of Wilkinson. 

Hence Forfended ff/.a.; Forefending v0/. sb. 

1380 Wyciir Sev. Sel. Wks. II. 223 Adam and Eve 
syneden .. by etyng of be forfendid appul. c1440 Promzp. 
Parv. 170/t Forbedynge .. or forefendynge .. prohibicio. 
1605 SHaks. Lear vy. i. 1r Haue you neuer found my Brothers 
way, To the fore-fended place? 

+ Forfe're, v. Ols. [OE. forféran, f. For- 
pref+féran, FERE, v. Cf. FoRFARE v.] a. intr. 
To perish. b. ¢vazs. To destroy. 

a. O. E. Chron, an. 1098 For neah zlc tild on mersc lande 
for ferde. a12253 Aucr. R. 334 Fordi heo uoruerden wi 
{uten] hope. 13.. £. &. Addit. P. B. 560 Quen four-ferde 
alle be flesch pat he formed hade. 

b. ¢1205 Lay. 7280 Heo for-ferde Rome. c131340 Gaw. 
Gr. Kut. 1617 Pe bores hed watz borne bifore be burnes 
seluen Pat him for-ferde in pe forpe. 

+ Forfe'rly, v. Ods. Also 4forfarly. [f. For- 
pref. + FERuLY v.] trans. To astonish greatly. 
(Only in pa. pple.) 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 17361 (Cott.) Ful for-farled ban war bai. 
1375 Sc. Leg. Sazits iti, 950 He wes forferlyt gret- 
tumly. ’ 

Forfex (fpifeks). [a. L. forfex pair of scissors.] 

1. Humorously pedantic. A pair of scissors. 

1712-4 Pore Rafe Lock ut. 147 The peer now spreads the 
glittering forfex wide, To inclose the lock. 1837 E. Howarp 
Old Commiod. Il. iv. 95 With the glittering forfex in his 
hand the Doctor gave chase. 

2. Ent. (see quot.) 

1826 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. III. 39% Forfex (the Forfex). 
A pair of anal organs, which open or shut transversely, and 
cross each other. 

Forficate (ffifket), a Ent. [f. L. forfic-, 
forfex, + -ATE#.] Shaped like a pair of scissors. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp, Zxtomzod. (1843) I. 106 xo¢/e, The man- 
dibles are forficate. 1889 Cent. Dict. s.v. Frigate-bird, It 
has. .a long forficate tail. 


Forficated (fpifikeited), a. Ant. = prec. 
1752 Sir J. Hitt H7st. Anim. 505 The Loxia with a forfi- 


cated beak, 1860 in WorcrsTeER. 

Porfication (fprfikétfan).  [f. L. forfic-, forfex 
+-A110n.] The condition of being forficate; for- 
ficate portion. 

1889 Cent. Dict. s.v., The forfication of the tail is three 


inches deep. 

Forficulate (fpifikielct), a. “nt. [f. L. for- 
Jicula, dim. of forfex +-ATE *.] Shaped like a pair 
of small scissors, 


1889 Cent. Dict. s.v., The forficulate palpi of certain 
scorpions. 


Forficulate (fprfikse't),v. nonce-wad. [f.mod. 
L. forficul-a (see prec.)+-avn.] zntr. To have 
a ‘creeping’ sensation, as if a forficwla or earwig 
were crawling over one’s skin. 

1849 Lytton Caxfons vu. iii, There is not a part of me 
that has not..crept, crawled, and forficulated ever since. 


and 
— Prov. i. 15 Forfende 








FORGATHER. 


+ Forfi'ght, v. Sc. Obs—1 In 7 forefight. 
[back-formation from ForroucHtEN.] ¢vazs. To 
exhaust or over-fatigue (oneself) with fighting. 


1661 Mercur. Caled. (Jam.), These noble gentlemen. .may 
. .forefight themselves in our excellent fields. 


+Forfi'ghter. 0ds.—' [f. For prep. + FIGHTER. ] 
A defender. 


1382 Wyctir /sa. xix. 20 He shal sende to them a saueour, 
and a forfiztere [Vulg. Aropugnatorem)], that delyuere them, 


+ Forflit, v. Ods—1 Ins forfiytte. [f. For- 
pref.'+ Fur v.] trans. To remove. 

c 1420 Sir Amadas (Weber) 381 As a fole Y am for-flytte. 

Forflitten : see For- pref! 6. 


Forfou'ghten, 7//e. and Af/. a. Obs. exc. Sc. 
and north. dial. For forms see Ficut v. and 
Foucuten ; also 8-9 forfoughen, [f. For- Aref! 
+ FoucutEen.] Wearied and worn-out with fighting. 

¢ 1275 Lay. 26189 On wis cniht com ride to pis kinges ferde 
pat was al for-fohte. c1350 W722. Palerne 3686 Zour mene 
.. pat feynt ar for-fouten in feld. c14530 LoneLicn Grail 
xlv. 765, I was so forfowhte That non lengere stonden I 
mowhte, 1470-85 Matory Arthur ut. vi, We are forfough- 
ten, & moche blood haue we loste. a@1550 [see FLAUGHTER 
sb.) @17785 Hobie Noble xxviii. in Child Ballads vu. 
(1890) 3/2 I’m but like a forfoughen hound, Has been fight- 
ing ina dirty syke. 1787 Burns Let. to W, Nicol June, 
As forjesket and forniaw’d as a forfoughten cock. 1818 
Scorr Rob Roy xxviii, This good little gentleman, that 
seems Sair for-foughen, as I may say, in this tuilzie. 

b. transf. Wearied, over-fatigued. 

1786 Harvest Rig in Chambers Pop. Poems Scotl, (1862) 
50 They're a’ right glad the kemp is done, For they’re 
forfoughten ilka ane. ¢1817 Hocc Tales §& Sk. IV. 253 
Both he and his master were alike sore forefoughten. 
1832-53 Whistle-Binkie (Sc. Songs) Ser. 1. 39 In case some 
drift-driven strangers come forfoughten to our bield. 


+ Forfre't, v. Ods. [f. For- pref1+ Fret z.] 
trans. To devour, gnaw; to eat up or into, corrode. 
a12z25 Ancr. R. 138 Also widuten wisdom, fleshs, ase 
wurm, uoruret hire, & wasted hire suluen. 1297 R. GLouc. 
(Rolls) 186 Pe gret evel.. pat vorfreteb menne limes. ¢1350 
Will. Palerne 2376 Pe werwolf.. ran forp..as he wold 
pat barn bliue haue for-frete. 1377 Lane. P. PZ. B, xvr. 
29 Coueityse. .forfret neigh pe frute borw many faire si3tes. 

Hence + Forfre‘tten //. a. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush. 11. 331 The long endurid, old, 
forfreton vine Is not to helpe. 

Forfrorn, -frush, -fry, -gab: see For- pref! 

+ Forga'll, v. Ods. Also ga. pple. forgalded. 
[£ For- prefl1+Gatn v.] To gall thoroughly. 

1563 Jirr. Mag., Hen. Dk. Buckhm. \xxxiv, The Bull 
chased with Dartes, And with dyepe woundes forgald and 
gored, 1576 Gascoicne PAilomene (Arb.) 117 That horse 
which. .lothes the griefe of his forgalded sides. 

+ Forga'r, v. Ods. [f. For- pref + OE. zear- 
wian to make ready. Cf. ON. fyrirgpra (Da. for- 
gtore, Sw. forgora) to forfeit.] trans. a. To lose. 
b. To destroy, corrupt. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 14584 Mannkinn batt all wass full off sinne & 
all forrgarrt 3zn Godd. bid. 1753t Purrh whatt wass 
heffness whel forrgarrt To dre3henn helle pine? 13.. &. £2, 
Alvit. P. A. 321 Hit watz for-garte, at paradys greue. /did. 
B. 240 To lyue per ..& thenne enherite bat home bat 
aungelez for-gart. a1q00 Pol. Poents (1859) I. 344 This 
fellowship han forgard her grace. 


Forgather, foregather (fpigz'do1), v. 
Chiefly Se. Also 6 -gadder, Sc. -gader. [f. 
For- pref.t+ Garner, Cf. Du. vergaderen, Flem. 
16th c. vergaederen to assemble. ] 

1. intr. To gather together, assemble. 

1513 Douctas 4neis vu. xiv. 30 Ané ost of futmen..Thik 
forgadderis the large feyldis about. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. II. 62 The Scottis all forgadderit in Argyle. a1774 
Frercusson King’s Birthday Poems (1845) 1 In London 
town Whare fouk.. Forgather aft..Todrinkandtipple. 1895 
H. P. Rosinson JAZen born equal 329 ‘Three or four other 
men forgathered with them in the wine-room over the coffee 
and cigars. ; 

2. To encounter, meet; esp. to meet wth. 

Now commonly used to denote an accidental 
meeting’ (Jam.). 

1600 R, Locan in Pitcairn Crim, Trials (1833) Il. 282 
Incase ye and M. A, R. forgader,..be very var vith his 
raklese toyis of Padoa. 1676 W. Row Contn. Blair's 
Autobiog. ix. (1848) 142 They forgathered with a mighty 
hurricane out of the north-west. 1737 Ramsay Sco/, Prov. 
Ded., Ye fergather wi’ your friends at kirk. 1786 Burns 
Twa Dogs 6 "Twas in that place.. Twa dogs .. Forgather'd 
ance uponatime. 1873 G. C, Davies Mount. §& Mere xix. 
178, I foregathered with an ancient fisherman. 

b. To associate with. To forgather up: to take 
up with, become attached to, 

1782 Burns Death Poor Mailie x, O, may thou ne'er 
forgather up Wi’ ony blastit, moorland toop. 1858 7ves 
30 Nov. 6/6 For this... purpose he forgathered with the 
privates of the regiment, and treated them, 

3. ? To come together in marriage. é 

1768 Ross /lelenove 11. 100 Fouk ay had best begin wi’ 
dealing fair, Altho’ they sud forgether ne’er so bare. 

Hence Forga‘thered Af/. a., assembled. For- 
ga‘thering v0/.sd., the action of gathering together; 


also, an assembly, gathering, or meeting. 

1823 Tennant Cardinal Beaton i. i. 33 ‘You're awing me 
a pint o’ gin for this forgatherin.’ 1839 Baitey Vests xix, 
(1848) 206 There rose a shout From the foregathered multi- 
tudes. 1868 Dickens Lez, 21 Mar., We hold all sorts of 
hearty foregatherings. - 1884 St. Fames’s Gaz. 8 Aug. 3/1 
The fears and doubts of nations are laid to rest by the 
foregathering of the imperial cousins, 57 


FORGE. 


Forge (f601dz), sb. Also 5 foorge, 6 fordg. 
Ja. OF. forge (= Pr., Catal. farga, Sp. forja, also 
fragua, Pg. forja):—Com. Rom. *faurga:—L. fab- 
rica: see FABRIC. 

+1. Manufacture, construction ; style of construc- 
tion, make, workmanship; =F apric 5, 6. In late 
use a new formation on the vb. Ods. 

1390 Gower Conf. I. 78 An horse of brass .. Of suche 
entaile, of such a forge. 1569 J. SANForD tr. Agrvippa’s 
Van. Artes 124b, If it [Husbandrie] did not teache so 
many monstruouse forges of plantes. 1690 Drypen Do 
Sebast. v. Wks, 1883 VII, 464 His soft metal..runs in the 
mould, And needs not further forge. 1691 Ray Creation 11. 
1692) 93-In the greater Bodies the Forge was easie, the 

atter being ductile and sequacious. 


2. A smithy, 

¢1386 Cuaucer Miller's T. 576 A smith.. That in his 
forge smithed plough-harneys. 1484 Caxton Fadles of 
# sop 11, xii, A serpent entyrd som tyme within the forge 
of asmythe. @1547 Surrey Descr. Fickle Affect. 24 The 
hammer of the restlesse forge. 1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2482/1 
In the meantime the Enemies Vanguard attack'd the 
Village Forge. 1712 Pope Statins 309 The o’er-labour'd 
Cyclop from his task retires, The Aeolian Forge exhausted 
of its Fires. 1861 Dickens Gt. Expect. v, Joe had got..his 
leather apron on, and passed into the forge. 

transf. & fig. a 1536 Beauty §& Prop. Women Cj, Rather 
than to be made in natures forge An angell thou wouldist 
iudge him, I makeauow. 1658 T. Watt Charact. Enemies 
Ch. 45 The Forge of their own fancies. 1697 CoLLier Ess. 
Mor. Subj. u. (1703) 78 The brain. .is the forge in which all 
the speculations of the understanding .. are hammered-out. 
1880 Victorian Rev. 1.545 England.. became.. the great 
forge and factory of the world. 

3. An apparatus consisting of an open hearth or 
fireplace with a bellows attached, used by black- 
smiths for heating iron to render it malleable; a 
similar apparatus on wheels for military use. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 381 For makenge 
of the belowes to the forge. 1549 Privy Council Acts Il, 
349/2 Smithes forges complet, 1j. 1667 Mitton P. Z. x1. 
564 At the forge Labouring. 1753 Dopstey Pwd. Virtue, 
Agric. 1. iii. 164 A ponderous lump..to the hammer tam'd, 
Takes from the forge, in bars, its final form. 1810 C. Jamrs 
Milit. Dict. (ed. 3) s. v., The cavalry have portable forges 
as well as the artillery. 1839 Loner. Village Blacksmith, 
They love to see the flaming forge. 
transf, and fig. 1577 Fenton Gold. Efist. (1582) 106 The 
hearte being the forge whereon our wicked plottes are 
wrought. 1598 Suaks. Jerry W. 1. ii. 239 Come to the 
Forge with it, then shape it: I would not haue things coole. 
1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes iv. v. 198 They..out of their own 
sparkling forges have found delight and pleasance for the 
whole time of their stay. 179r Burke Let, Member Nat. 
Assembly Wks. VI. 14 All black with the smoke and soot 
of the forge of confiscation and robbery. a@1839 PraEp 
Poenrs (1864) II. 130 In laboured phrase and polished lie 
Wrought by the forge of flattery. 

4. A hearth or furnace for melting or refining 
metals. Also, the workshop, etc., where this work 
is carried on. 

r60r Hotranp Péiny vu. lvi. 188 The forges and furnaces 
of brasse. 1674 Martiniere tr. Voy. V. Countries 9 The 
Forges which are..much of the same nature with the 
Copper Forges .. some separating, some washing, some 
melting, others refining, and others coining, for. .his Majesty. 
1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 591 Forges to refine pig-iron into 
bars. 1839 Ure Dict. Arts, Morge. .thegreat workshop where 
iron is made malleable. .ashingling mill. 1874 Knicut Dict, 
Mech., Forge..3 a place where iron is puddled and shingled. 

5. In market reports, short for forge zron. 

1890 Daily News 1o Jan. 3/7 Staffordshire forge ranged 
from 65s. to 70s. 

6. attrib. and Comb. a, simple attributive, (of 
or pertaining to the forge), as forge-bellows, -coal, 
Surnace, -hammer, -hearth, -house, -iron, -master, 
-smith, -tongs. 

1855 LarpNer Hand-bk. Nat. Phil., Hydrost., etc. 211 The 
*forge-bellows. 1892 Daily News 5 Sept. 7/1 For good “forge 
coal from gs. to 10s, is asked. 1858 Simmonps Dict, Trade, 
*Forge Furnace, a blacksmith’s open furnace. 1818 J. 
Smitn Panorama Sc. §& Art 1. 13 The *forge hammer, 
invented by George Walby of London. 1583 STANYHURST 
#neis vin. (Arb.) 137 His hoate *fordgharth, 1633 W. 
StrutuEr in Spurgeon 7veas. Dav. Ps. cxix. 168 A furnace 
and *forge-house for evil. 1884 Jp. 6 Mach. Rev.1 Dec. 
6733/1 *Forge iron of North of England brands. a 1628 F, 
GrevitLe Of Warres xii. Wks, (Grosart) I. 107 These *forge- 
masters of our woes. 1886 J. Gittow Lit. & Biog. Hist. Eng. 
Catholics 11. 402 A labouring *forge-smith. 185: D. Witson 
Preh. Ann. (1863) I. 84 The rude pair of iron *forge-tongs. 

b. Special comb., as forge-cart (AZi/.), a travel- 
ling forge for service in the field; forge-cinder 
(see quot.); forge-fire, (a) a smith’s fire; (6) a 
puddling furnace ; forge-man, a forger or smith; 
spec. (see quot. 1858); forge-mill (see quot.) ; 
forge-pig, a pig of forge-iron, also collect.; forge- 
roll (see quot.) ; forge-roller, a workman in a 
rolling mill (?) ; forge-wagon = /forge-cart ; forge- 
water, water in which heated irons have been 
dipped, formerly in popular use as a medicine. 

1810 WELLINGTON 25 July in Gurw. Desf. VI. 292 The 
“forge carts of the Royal Dragoons. 1881 Raymonp Mining 
Gloss., *Forge-cinder, the slag from a forge or bloomary. 
1855 KincsLey Heroes, Argon. Iv. 126 The *forge-fires shone 
like sparks through the darkness. 1888 Lockwooa's Dict. 
Mech. Engin., Forge Fire..a puddling furnace. 1621 
Burton Amat, Mel. Democr. to Rdr. (1657) 63 Smiths, 
*Forge-men, Brewers, Bakers, Metal-men. 1858 SimMoNDS 
Dict. Trade, Forge-man, a superior class of coach-smith, 
having a hammer-man under him. 1738 Cuampers Cycd. 
s.V. Jill, 6 *Forge-Mills turned by water serve to raise and 
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fet fall one or more huge hammers. 1839 Ure Dyc?. 
Arts 719 The average quantity of fine metal obtainable 
from the *forge-pigs. 1892 Daily News 29 July 2/4 North- 
ampton forge pig is 43s. 6d. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., 
* Forge-rolis, the train of rolls by which the slab or bloom 
is converted into puddled bars. 1885 /ustr. to Census Clerks 
92 [Workmen engaged in] Wrought Iron Manufacture. . 

Forge Roller, 1810 C. James J7idit. Dict. (ed. 3) s.v. 
Cart, *Forge-Wagons are travelling machines fitted up for 
the purpose of assisting the artillery in the field, and in 
repairing or replacing any iron work. 1725 Braptey Jaz. 
Dict. s.v. Turkey, Let ’em Drink *Forge Water. 1798 W. 
Biair Soldier's Friend 23 Half a pint of strong forge- 
water. 

Forge (foe1dz),v.1 Also 5 forgyn, 5, 7 fourge, 
6 fordge, furge. [ad. OF. forgier (Fr. forger) :— 
L. fabricare : see FABRICATE. ] 

1. trans. To make, fashion, frame, or construct 
(any material thing); = FABRICATE 2,1. Obs. exc. 
as coincident with zransf. use of 2. To forge to- 
gether: to frame together, weld. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 28395 (Cott.) A-mang myn ober wark 
vn-lele haf i oft forged fals sele. 1382 Wyciir 2vod. iv. 11 
Who forgide the dowmbe and the deef, the seer and the 
blynde? 1390 Gower Conf. III. 67 Of wexe he forged an 
ymage. a1450 Le Morte Arth. 967 There myght none 
feyrer sayle on flode, Ne better forgid as of tree. c1x475 
Partenay 6103 So by hym was made and furged again 
Off Maillers the church. 1578 Banister //ist. Man 1. 9 
This same bone. .seemeth to be forged with fiue sides. 1624 
Heywoop Gunaik.,1. 17 The image of Victorie most curiouslie 
forged. 1812 H. & J. Smitu Re. Addr. 3 Forging for this 
isle a yoke. \ Begs 

2. To shape by heating in a forge and hammer- 
ing; to beat into shape; + to coin (money). Also 


with ozt. 

13.. £. E. Aliit. P. B. 343 Hit watz fettled & forged & to 
be fulle grayped. c1477 Caxton ¥ason 72b, After thys was 
ordeyned that ther sholde be forgid moneye in the cite. 
@ 1533 Lp. Berners Awoxz xliv. 148 Cursyd be he of 
Mahunde that forgyd thy sword. 1568 GrarTon Chron. 
II. 364 They forge in Fraunce newe Floreyns wherewith ye 
shall be payde. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 28 The Key- 
hole being finished, forge your Key. 1782 Cowper Charity 
237 Sin forged, and ignorance made fast, the chain. 1845 
James A. Weil ii, Did you ever see a blacksmith forge a 
horse-shoe ? 

Jig. 1601 Br. W. Bartow Serm. Paules Crosse 39 An 
opinion forged at the fire of hell. 1682 Str T. Browne Chix. 
Mor. u. § 2 If the substantial subject be well forged out, 
we need not examine the sparks which irregularly fly from 
it. 1853 C. Bronte Villette xxxvi, Out of men’s afflictions 
and affections were forged the rivets of their servitude. 

b. abdsol. or intr. To work at the forge; to do 
smith’s work. 

1382 Wycur Ps, cxxviii[ix]. 3 Vpon my bac forgeden 
Lfabricaverunt] synneres. c¢1386 CHaucer Pars. 7. P 480 
In this forseyde develes fourneys ther forgen three shrewes. 
14.. LypGc. & Burcu Secrees 2135 Hym to Enfoorme .. 
Why his sone ..Sauf oonly to forge wolde take noon in- 
formacion. 1605 VERSTEGAN Dec. /nfell. ix.310 The Smith, 
that forgeth at the fire. 1770 J. CLuppe Physiogn. 43 They 
can saw, but not plane; they can forge, but not polish. 

+e. To forge and file: to bring into shape, 
fashion completely, make ready. Ods. 

¢1381 Cuaucer Parl. Foules 212 Besyde a welle I say 
Cupyde our lord his arwes forge and fyle. 1447 BokKENHAM 
Seyutys (Roxb.) 13 If the crafth of descrypcyoun I cowde.. 
bothe forge and fyle. 1626 T. H. Cazssin’s Holy Crt. 424 
It was in her shop, where all these Councells plotted for 
his ruine, were forged, and fyled. 

+8. To frame or fashion (something immaterial) ; 
to contrive, devise, invent. Ods. exc. as in 4. 

c¢1400 Destr. Troy 12551, I will tell how .. fortune, full 
fell, forget pere end. ¢1430 Lypc. Bochas v1. i. (1554) 145 b, 
Like your conceites ye forge me and peint. 1562 WIN3ET 
Bk. 83 Quest. To Chr. Rdr., Wks. (1887-8) I. 52 Forgeing 
thair sermonis for the plesuir of euery auditour. 

+b. To invent, ‘coin’ (a word, etc.). Obs. 

1549 CovERDALE, etc. Erasm. Par, 1 Cor. i. 13 Why then 
forge ye to your selfes any other name. 1571 DiccEs 
Pantom. ut. Introd. Q, To forge newe English wordes. 
1605 CAMDEN /e7. (1637) 78 Some thinke it to be no ancient 
name, but forged by the writer of King Arthurs historie. 
1690 Locke Hum. Underst. ut. viii. 230 Those few [names] 
that the Schools forged, and put into the mouths of their 
Scholars, could never yet get admittance into common use. 

4. esp. To fabricate, frame, invent (a false or 
imaginary story, lie, etc.) ; to devise (evil). Also, 
to pretend (something) to have happened, to 
fable. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Pars, T. P 536 In which delit they wol 
forge a long tale. c1440 Partonope 4459 Anon she forged 
a fayre lesyng. 1545 BrinkLow Cowl. 24b, Then the 
matter was forged that he hangyd hymselfe. 1547 Homelies 
1. Falling fr. God 1. (1859) 82 Let no man forge evil in his 
heart against his brother. 1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche xv. 
cxli, How fine a story they can forge and fashion Of no 
Materials but Imagination! 1752 Fierpinc Amelia 1. ii, 
I .. forged a meeting to have been between me and my 
imaginary mistress. 1794 Gopwin Cal. Williams 289 Who 
had forged the basest and most atrocious falsehoods. 1859 
Kinestey Msc. (1860) I. 77 A charge. .forged by that villain, 
1876 E. Mettor Priesth. vii, 334 Ever listening for words 
which they could forge into accusations. 1887 STEVENSON 
Mem, & Portraits vii. 110 The hope was one of those that 
childhood forges for a pastime, 

absol. 1580 Lyty ELuphues (Arb.) 298 A gentleman .. 
whose name I will not conceale, least thou shouldest.. 
thinke me to forge. 1610 A. Cooke Pofe Yoan in Hari. 
Misc. 1V. 10 They are driven to feign, to forge, to cog. 

5. To make (something) in fraudulent imitation 
of something else; to make or devise (something 


spurious) in order to pass it off as genuine. 
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c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 155 Pat was a fals brefe, 
& forged wele. 1494 Fasyan Chron. v. cxxiii. roo He then 
vsyd gyle .. and deuysed or forged certeyn letters in the 
name of Brunechieldys. 1552 HutLoet, Forge or falsifie a 
writinge as chartre, dede, or testament. 1605 Lond. Pro- 
digal un. iii, You forg’d a will. 1635 Pacirr Christianogr. 
ut. (1636) 94 Many of these their Reliques were forged. 1712 
STEELE Sfect. No. 264 P 3 He has carried his Skill in 
Imitation so far, as to have forged a Letter from my Friend 
Sir Roger. 1741 MippLeton Cicero (1742) III. xi. 24 
Nothing was more common, than to have sayings forged for 
his. 1845 S. Austin Ranke's Hist. Ref. 111. it. 47 Elector 
Joachim demanded .. that the name of the liar who had 
forged this treaty should be published. 1891 E. Peacock 
NV. Brendon 1. 81 Forge a pedigree if you haven't one. 

b. To imitate fraudulently; to counterfeit. 

1535 Act 27 Hen. VIII, c. 2 If anie person..falsely forge 
and counterfaite the kinges signe manuel. 1677 Woop Life 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 392 Frankland .. had forged the Uni- 
versity seal, 1887 R. Bucuanan Heir of Linne v, As if I 
had..forged the laird’s name. 

6. zztr. To commit forgery. 

1591 SHaks. 1 //en. VJ, 11, 1. 12 Thinke not..that I haue 
forg’d or am not able Veréatin to rehearse the Methode of 
my Penne. 1738 Pore £/7/, Sat. u. 190 But Pens can 
forge, my Friend, that cannot write. 1855 Macautay /is¢. 
Eng. 1V. 245 He wandered .. about Ireland .. begging, 
stealing, cheating, personating, forging. 1885 TENNYSON 
Despair xii, One son had forged on his father and fled. 

Forge (foe1dz), v.2 [Of unknown origin; it 
has been conjectured to be a mispronunc. of 
Force (cf. dispoge for dispose), or a transferred 
use of Forex v.!, with allusion to the effect of 
repeated blows of a sledge hammer. ] 

l. intr. Ofa vessel; To make way, ‘ shoot ahead’ 
(Adm. Smyth), es¢. by mere momentum, or the 
pressure of tide. Often with ahead; also with 
along, off, on ; and with cognate obj. 

The first quot. seems, from the elaborate nautical imagery 
of the context, to be a fig. example of this sense, though so 
much earlier than any other known instance. 

(16xr SpeeD H7zst. Gt. Brit. 1x. xix. 715 For albeit the 
Barke of his begunne adventures had without perill well 

assed the straightes .. he feared the gust of euery wind .. 
Ei: inward study therefore still forged .. to cleave his 
passage by taking those dangerous lets away.] 1769 FALCONER 
Dict, Marine (1789), Hranchir une roche, to pass over, or 
forge off from arock. 1779 Forrest Voy. N. Guinea23 As 
She forged on without any sail. 1830 Marryat King’s Own 
xvi, The latter [frigate]. .continued to forge in-shore. 7833 
— P. Simple xxxv, The four-decker forged ahead. 1 E 
Quincey Lng. Mail-coach, DreamfSugue Wks. IV. 344 Off 
she forged without a shock. 1886 J. H. McCartuy Doom 20 
As the Atlantis slowly forged her way out to sea. 

transf. and fig. 1861 Sat. Rev. 14 Sept. 280 Presently he 
drops behind, and I take advantage of the lull in the tempest 
to forge ahead. 1887 Pad/ Mali G. 2 Feb. 11/1 Canada is 
‘forging ahead’, as they say in the North. 1887 Jrssopp 
Arcady viii. 223 The artizan who forges ahead. .is. .in ninety- 
nine cases out of a hundred a born townsman. 1893 F. Hati 
in Acadenvy 25 March 266/3 No good reason is obvious why 
our little Tellus, though ever so crank, should not forge 
along till the year 2000, 

2. trans, (See quot.) 

1815 Halconer’s Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), To Forge over 
is to force a ship violently over a shoal by the effort ofa great 
quantity of sail. 

Forge (foe1dz), v.38 [? From Force v.! 2, with 
ref. to the sound.] z#tv. Of a horse: = CLICK v, 

1831 [see CrickinG v6/. sd. b]. 

Forgeable (foosdzab’l), a. [f. Foren vl+ 
-ABLE.] That may be forged, admitting of forging. 

1382 Wyctir Bde Pref. Ep. vi. 67 Forgers treten forge- 
able thingis. 1869 G. Dopp Dict. Manuf, etc. s.v. Iron, 
Ductile, moderately forgeable and weldable. 1878 Uve's 
Dict. Arts 1V. 551 At a red heat it was easily forgeable. 

Hence Forgeabi'lity. 

1878 Uve's Dict. Arts IV. 552 Carbon affects the forge- 
ability of steel more than silicon. 

Forged (foe1dzd), 2p. a. Also 4 i-forged. 
[f. ForcE v.+-p1,] In senses of the vb. 

+1. a. Fashioned, framed. In quot. 1382 ad/e 

Sorgid trees =all kinds of wooden instruments. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir 2 Sam. vi. 5 Dauid and al Yrael pleiden 
before the Lord, in alle forgid trees, and harpis. 

2. Fashioned at the forge. + Of money: Coined. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Miller's T. 70 Full brighter was the shyn- 
yng of hir hewe, Than in the tour the noble yforged newe. 
1621 G. Sanpys Ow/d’s Met. v. 13 Nor shall thy wings, nor 
Jove in forged gold, Work thy escape. 1679 Essex Papers 
(Camden) I. 235 Soe that it may be.. wrought as forged Iron 
is. @1839 Prarp Poems (1864) I. 259 Whose broken chain 
Than new forged bonds is far more dear, 1881 Daily 
News 11 Aug.1/6 The ‘Standard’ Forged Horse Nails. 

+3. Fabricated, ‘got up’, ‘made up’, invented. 

14.. LypG. Secrees 75 That double of tonge hatyd adula- 
cyon, ffals Repoort .. fforgyd talys with oute sekirnesse. 
1583 GREENE JJamillia Wks. (Grosart) II. 183 His fained 
faith and forged flatterie. 1615 G. Sanpys 7vav. 135 The 
Priests. . by diuulging forged miracles, increased the number 
of her Votaries. «1639 Spottiswoop Hist. Ch. Scot. (1655) 
37 Upon a forged quarrell. 1671 J. Wesster Metadlogr. 
1. rr The learning attributed to Hermes Trismegist, is but 
of late years standing, and both the Author and it but forged 
and feigned. g 

4. Made in fraudulent imitation of something 
genuine; counterfeit, false, spurious. 

1484 Certificate in Surtees Misc. (1890) 42 A forget testi- 
monyall. 1509 Act 1 Hen, VIII, c. 7 Many .. forged in- 
formacions. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 38 This 
monstrous forged deuise. 1592 WARNER Ad. Eng. Vil. XXxv. 
(1612) 168 Lambert the forged Yorkest. 1621 G. Sanpys 
Ovid's Met. 1x. 75 What hope has thou, a forged Snake, 


FORGEFUL. 


to scape? 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. Ixxv. 172 This forged release. 
ax641 Br. R. Mountacu Acts § Mon. (1642) 169 Many 
forged and counterfait writings. 1817 Parl. Debates 716 
A forged Bank of England note. 1858 GREENER Gusnery 
246 Any such forged or counterfeit stamp, 1876 HUMPHREYS 
Coin-Coll. Man. xxvi. 404 Acquainted with the aspect of 
forged coins. 

Hence + Fo'rgedly adv. 

1579 Lyty Luphues (Arb.) 91 If thou wast minded both 
falsely, and forgedly to deceive me. 1675 tr. Caneden’s Hist. 
£iliz, 1. 355 That her Adversaries might easily .. write 
many things forgedly and falsly. 

+Forgeful, a. 0ds. 
Apt to forge, creative. 

1751 Stormont Elegy Hrederick Pr. Wales 14 Th’ illusive 
scenes That forgeful Fancy plan’d. 1814 Cary Dazte, 
Purg. xxv. 63 For each limb Is in the heart by forgeful 
nature plann’d. 

Forgeless (foe'1dzlés), a. [f. ForGn sd, + -Luss.] 
Without a forge. 

1888 R. Dowitne Miracle Gold 1, x. 196 This house of 
bankrupt and forgeless Vulcan. 

+ Forge‘nder, v. Ods. (Frequent in Trevisa.) 
trans. Yo disregard, neglect, slight. 

1387 Trevisa H/zgden (Rolls) V. 221 Pe holy places of 
Godes were forgendred. /did. VI. 407 Pe Kentisshe men 
forgendrede pe kynges heste. Jdid. VI. 239 To forgendre 
what is detty and ri3tfull. 

Forger! (foe1dzoz). [f. Foren v. + -uR1.] 
One who forges, in senses of the vb. 

1. A maker or framer (of something material or 
immaterial); an author or creator. Now only in 
bad sense, a fabricator, inventor (of false stories, 


etc.). 

¢ 1380 Wycuir Sermz. Sel. Wks. II. 19 Joseph was a forgere 
of trees, bat is to seie a wri3te. 1382 — od xiii. 4 Rathere 
shewende 3ou forgeris of lesingus. — Zcc/. xi. 5 God, that 
is forgere of alle thingus. a154x Wyatt Poets Wks. (1861) 
81 Your fault is forger of this note. 1563 Win3eTt V7zuc. 
Lirin. Ded. Wks. (1887-8) II. 5 Al forgearis and manteaneris 
of schisme and errour. 1609 BistE(Douay) Devz. xiii. 5 That 
prophete or forger of dreames. 1747 West Resurrection 347 
No Forger of Lies. 1805 Worpsw. Prelude v. 523 Forgers 
of daring tales. 

2. One who forges (metal) or works at a forge ; 
a smith; +a coiner (of money); also, an owner 


of forges or rolling mills. 


[f. ForGE v.+ -FUL.] 


1382 Wycuir Bible Pref. Ep. vi. 67 Forgers treten forge- . 


1424 Paston Lett. No. 4 1.13 The forgeers 
and makers of the seyd billes. 1474 Caxton Chesse ul. il. 
E vj b, Forgers and makers of money. 1491 — Vitas Patr. 
(W. de W. 1495) 19 Saynt Appellen was a forgeur of yren. 
a1605 Montcomerteé Jisc. Poenzs xiii. 13 The forger when 
he feeds his fyre With sparks of water. a 1679 T. GoopwiINn 
Fustif. Faith i. vi. Wks. (1697) IV. 29 Thus God is the 
immediate Forger of every Linke of that golden Chain. 
1827 Hone Lvery-day Bk. 11. 879 The brawny forger. 1858 
GrEENER Gunnery gt The inventors, forgers, and finishers 
of this great gun. 1884 Manch. Exanz. 13 Sept. 4/7 A file 
forger. 1891 Dazly News 26 Oct. 2/6 Forgers say that they 
could do much more work if it was forthcoming. 

3. One who makes fraudulent imitations (of docu- 

. ments, coins, etc.); a counterfeiter. 

xssz Hutoet, Forger of dedes or wrytynges, falsarius 
subiector, 1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Adulterator mone- 
¢z..a forgier or false coynar of mony. @1680 ButLer Sat, 
Plagiaries 12 Rem. 1749 I. 168 Mark them with characters 
and brands Like other forgers of men’s hands. 1790 PALEY 
Horz Paul. Rom. i. 1x The forger of the epistle .. inserted 
in it the passage upon which our observations are founded. 
1791 Burke Let. Member Nat. Assembly Wks. VI. 18 
Forgers of paper currency. 1859 Dickens 7. Two Cities 
1. i, The forger was put to Death. 1875 Jowetr Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 22 Whether we can attribute the worst parts of a 
work to a forger and the best to a great writer. .depends. 

+Forger’. Law. Obs. rare—1. [a. AF. 
Jorger =¥ orGuv.!; see-ER4.] The action of forging. 
(Cowel 1607, and some later writers who quote the 


statute, have mistaken the word for prec. sb.) 

1862 Act 5 Eliz. c. 14 § 4 The Party..grieved..shall..sue 
his Action of Forger of false Deeds upon this Statute. 1641 
Termes de la Ley 164, Forger of false Deeds .. is used 
in our Law for the fraudulent making and publishing of 
false writings to the prejudice of another mans right. 

+Forgerer. Ods. [f. Forcer1! or ForcEry: 
see -ER!3.] One who commits forgery, a forger. 

1607 TorseLt Four, Beasts 628 Forgerers and periured 
persons, 1696 Prineaux Leff. (Camd.) 183 The forgerer 
was acquitted. 1765 Chron. in Ann. Reg.58/2 The forgerer 

. suffered .. the February following. 1826 BrenrHam in 
Westm. Rev. V1. 462 A forgerer is comparatively at his ease. 

So + Forgering ///. a., practising forgery. 

1618 BaRNEVELT’s Afol. Giv, If these forgering fellows 
would manifest and discover themselues. 

+ Forgeress. Ods.—' [f. Forarr 1+-nss.] 
A female forger, fashioner, or maker. 

¢1430 Pilgr. Lyf Manhode us. cxlviii. (1869) 134 Dame 
justice, the smythiere of vertues, and the forgeresse. 

Forgery (fovsdzéri). [f. Foran v. + -ERy.] 

+1. The action or craft of forging metal. Ods. 

1609 Biste (Douay) Had. ii. 18 Because the forger therof 
hath hoped in his forgerie, to make dumme idols. 1671 
Mitton Samson 131 Useless the forgery Of brazen shield 
and spear. 

b. concr. A piece of forged work. rare. 

18s0 Biackie AZ schylus II. 184 On his shield, stout 
forgery of brass.. He shows..The terrible Sphynx. P 

2. Invention, excogitation; fictitious invention, 
fiction. Now only Zoet. Formerly also with more 
reproachful sense : + Deception, lying; a fraudu- 


lent artifice, a deceit. 


able thingis. 
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1583 StanyHursT 4 ve7s 11. (Arb.) 46 Hee fabled sundrye 
reportes, Mee to trap in matters of state, with forgerye 
knauish. 1593 Suaxs. 3 Hex. VJ, 111. iii. 175 To sooth your 
Forgery and his. 1599 — Pass. Pilgr. 4 Vnskilful in the 
worlds false forgeries. 1602 — Haz. 1v. vii. 90 So farre he 
past my thought, That I in forgery of shapes and trickes, 
Come short of what he did. 1633 P, Frercurr Poet. Misc. 61 
My never-slak’t desire Will cast to prove by welcome 
forgerie, That for my absence I am much the nigher. 1782 
Cowrer Retirement 323 [Speaking of insanity] "Tis not, as 
heads that never ache suppose, Forgery of fancy, and a 
dream of woes, 

3. The making of a thing in fraudulent imitation 
of something ; also, esf. the forging, counterfeiting, 
or falsifying of a document. For the use in Law 
see quot. 1769. 

1593 SHaKs. Lucr, g20 Guilty of treason, forgerie, and 
shift. 1605 Rowtanps /edl’s Broke Loose 5 Manes .. pub- 
lished a fift Gospell of his owne forgerie. 1696 PrIpEAUX 
Lett. (Camden) 169 Severall very notorious acts of forgery 
haveing been proved against Dean. 1741 MIDDLETON Cicero 
I.i.4o The .. art .. of raising a kind of enthusiasm. .in his 
army, by the forgery of auspices and divine admonitions. 
1769 BLacksTONE Coz. IV. 245 Forgery, or the cvimen 
Jalsi .. ‘the fraudulent making or alteration of a writing 
to the prejudice of another man’s right.’ 1853 C. Bronte 
Villette xxxv, In their eyes .. I write essays; and with 
deliberate forgery, sign to them my pupils’ names. 1883 
Contemp. Rev. Dec, 842 It was natural that literary forgery 
should thrive. 

b. The fact of being forged. rare. 

1665 J. Spencer Disc. Vile. Proph. 83 A sign of the 
forgery of the whole Prophecy, 1845 Graves Rom. Lawin 
Encycl. Metrop. 756/t The forgery of the Tabula Marliana 
is now generally admitted, 

c. concr. Something forged, counterfeited, or 


fabricated ; a spurious production. 

1574 tr. Marlorat’s Apocalips 25 Their wicked forgeries. 
1641 Mitton CA. Govt. i. iii. (1851) 157 A pure tyrannical 
forgery of the Prelats. 178r Gipson Decl. §& /. II. 99 A 
manifest forgery was attested by a person of the most sacred 
character. 1833 Hr. Martineau Berkeley the Bavker 1. 
iv. 92 He told several people in confidence that forgeries of 
their notes were abroad. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) V. 4 
That..one of the most excellent writings bearing the name 
of Plato should be a forgery .. would be a singular pheno- 


menon in ancient literature. J 

Forget (fige't), sd. Chiefly collog. [f. next 
vb.} An act of forgetting ; a lapse of memory. 

186r Ivatts Handbk. Railw. Station Managent. 27 
Errors of Judgment and Casual Mistakes, including ‘ For- 
gets’. 1880 J. Payn Conjid. Agent I. 111, I thought you 
might have made a forget of it. 1885 T. Moziry Remzin. 
Towns, etc. 1, ix. 44, I was very liable to momentary for- 
gets, transpositions and misplacings of words. 

Forget (ffiget), v. Pa.t. forgot (-gp't), arch. 
forgat (-ge't). Pa. pple. forgotten, arch. and 
poet., forgot (-gp't’n, -gp't). For forms see GET. 
[OE. forgzetan str. vb. (forgeat, -géatun, -giter) 
corresponding to OS. far-getan (Du. vergetei), 
OHG. fargegan (MHG., vergegzen, Ger. vergessen) 5 
f. OTeut. *getan (see GET v.) in the sense ‘to hold, 
grasp ’, the force of the prefix being that illustrated 
under For- fref13. The etymological sense is 
thus ‘to miss or lose one’s hold’ ; but the physical 
application is not recorded in any Teut. lang.] 

1. trans. To lose remembrance of; to cease to 
retain in one’s memory. ‘Formerly sometimes 


with ou¢. Often with clause as obj. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. xiii, Nefre nauht he ne forgeat. 
c1050 Byrhtferth’s Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 326 
Pat pu neforgyte pet ic be nu secge. 1200 Moral Ode 98 
Nabbed hie no bing for3ieten of pat hie her iseien. ¢ 1300 
Beket 1956 Here names for here schrewede ne beoth no3t 
forzute ut [J7S, Laud 108 nout forzite 3uyt], 1375 BarBour 
Bruce \. 16 Swa that na lenth of tyme it let Na ger it haly 
be forzet. 1825 Lp. Berners Foss. II. Ixii. [Ixv.] 210 
That I sholde forgete out ony thynge that I have knowen to 
be done. c3s40 Howers of Blessed Virgin EH. & L, 104 
They shall Be registred so, they shall not be forgetten. 
¢1676 LApy Cuawortu in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Cont. App. 
v. 34 The D. of Monmouth Mr, Griffin and Mr. Godolphin 
and a fourth whose name I have forgot. 1757 WESLEY 
Wks. (1872) 1X. 279 Have you forgot that every man is 
now born in as good a state as Adam was made at first ? 
1845 S. Austin Ranke’s Hist. Ref, 1. 387 Frederic. .did not 
forget his numerous wrongs and affronts. 1874 Green Short 
Hist. i. § 1. 5 Men forgot how to fight for their Country when 
they forgot how to govern it. 

Prov. c1530 R. Hives Common-pl. Bk, (1858) 140 Seld 
sene sone forgotyn. . 

b. To fail to recall to mind ; not to recollect. 

1787 ‘Gampapo’ Acad, Horsemen (1809) 28 He says much 
the same of rabbits and onions, but I forgot [?ead forget] 
how he brings that to bear. 1847 Marryar Childr. NV. 
Forest xv, 1 forget the sign [of the inn]. 

c. const. 4o a person = as a matter of reproach 


against him. vare. 

1822 T. Moore Diary 31 Jan., The thing has never been 

forgotten to Etienne since. 
d. absol. (or txtr.) 

1382 Wyc.ir /sa. xliy. 18 Thei forzeeten, lest ther e3en 
seezen, and lest thei vnderstoden in ther herte. ¢1435 
Torr. Portugal 824 The kyng wold not foreget. 1592 
Suaks. Rom. & Ful. t. i. 243 Farewell thou can’st not teach 
me to forget. 1611 Biste Ps. x. 11 Hee hath said in his 
heart, God hath forgotten. @ 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) 
I. 363 He’ll learn..To feign and to forget. 18.. TENNYSON 
Flight i, Are you sleeping? have you forgotten? 

2. To omit or neglect through inadvertence. 


Chiefly with zvzfindtzve as obj. In poetry some- 
times fig. of natural agents, etc. 








FORGET. 


cgso Lindis/. Gosp. Mark x. 21 An 6e is forgeten. cx000 
slgs. Gosp. Matt. xvi. 5 Hig forgeton bet hig hlafas namon. 
@ 1300 Czursor M. 1730 (Cott.) Pe folk to preche for-gate he 
noght. c1386 Cuaucer Priovess’ T. 59 ‘Vhis widwe hir litel 
sone y-taught Our blisful lady..To worshipe ay, and he for- 
gat it naught. c1420 Sir Amadace (Camden) xxviii, To 
sadulle his horse was no3te forzetun. 1548 Hari Chrox., 
Edw. IV (an. 10) 216 God dyd neither forgeve nor forget to 
punishe the duke. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 444, I quite 
forgot to put itinto my Journal. 1710 Pore Windsor For. 
353 The winds forget to roar. 1718 Rowe tr. Lucan 1x. 1389 
Straight His Blood forgot to flow, his Heart to beat. 1842 
Tennyson Gardener's Dau. 85 The steer forgot to graze. 


b. To omit to take, leave behind inadvertently. 
a 1300 Cursor MM. 1690 (Cott.) Fouxul ne worme forget hou 
noght. J/ézd. 3163 (Cott.) Suerd and fire forgat he noght. 
1535 CoveRDALE Dewf. xxiv. 19 Whan thou hast reaped 
downe thine haruest in the felde, and hast forgotten a shefe 
in the felde. 1596 SHaks.1 Hex. JV, u1. i. 6 Hotsp. A plague 
vpon it, I haue forgot the Mappe. Glend. No, here it is. 
1768 GoLpsm. Good-n. Man tv. i, I had almost forgot the 
wedding ring! 1860 TynpaLt G/ac, 1, xi. 72 We had no 
candles, they had been forgotten. 
+e. with complementary adj. or adv. Ods. 
@1340 Hampote Psalter vi. 6 Pat nane be forgetyn vn- 
punyst. cu1400 Three Kings Cologne (1886) 127 Pes pinges 
oure lady forgat bihynde hir whan sche 3ede oute of bat 
plaas in to Egypte. 1513 Douctas #ezs x1. xvi. 69 Hys 
feris all hes hym for3et allane. 


d. To omit to mention, leave unnoticed, pass 


over inadvertently. 

1538 Exyor, Pretermitto, to leue vntouched, to forgete, 
to leue oute. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. V (an. 3) 49 b, Imay 
not forget how the Frenche men .. sent a herault. 1625 
Bacon £ss., Cunning (Arb.) 439 He would passe ouer that, 
that he intended most, and goe forth, and come backe 
againe, and speake of it, as of a Thing, that he had almost 
forgot. 1674 tr. Scheffer’s Lapland 93, 1 had almost forgot 
Tobacco, of which they are very great admirers. 1775 
S. J. Pratr Liberal Opin. (1783) III. 187 Pray don’t forget 
me to your uncle. 188x Freeman Subj. Venice 166 Not 
forgetting a gate which has been made out in the long walls. 

3. To cease or omit to think of, let slip out of 
the mind, leave out of sight, take no note of. 

c1000 Ags, Ps. (Th.) xii. 1 Hu lange wilt bu, Drihten, min 
forgitan. c1200 Vices & Virtues (1888) 7 Hie for3ited to 
swide hem seluen wid-innen. a@1300 /loriz § Bl. 407 
(Camb. MS.) Ne schal ihc neure for3ete be. @1300 
Cursor M. 20208 (Cott.) O pat bode forgat scho noght. 
1382 Wycuir Ps, cxviii[i]. 176 Thin hestis I haue not for3eten. 
c1480 Bk. Curtasye 196 in Babees Bk. 305 Pou schalle neuer 
lose for to be kynde ; That on for3etis anoper hase in mynde. 
1593 Suaks. 3 Hew. VJ, iv. vil. 45. 1651 ISAACKSON in 
Fuller's Abel Rediv., Andrewes (1867) 11. 168 He forgat 
not his patron, Dr. Watts, at hisend. 1717 Porr E/ozsa 208 
The world forgetting, by the world forgot. 1797 NeLson Aug. 
in Nicolas D7sf. (1845) I1. 437, I shall not be surprised to 
be neglected and forgot, as probably I shall no longer be 
considered as useful. 1888 Miss Brappon fatad Three 1. v. 
Are you forgetting luncheon? 

b. used in connexion with Forgzve ; also absol, 
passing into proverb. 

at1225 Ancr. R. 124 Al bet hurt & al bet sore were uor- 
siten & forziuen uor glednesse. 1421-2 HoccLeve Dialogus 
672 Mochil thyng haast thow write, That they nat foryeue 
haue, ne foryite. 1576 FLemine Panop/. Efist. 380 Hee did 
both forgive and forgett offences committed against his 
majestie, 1621 Exvsinc Debates Ho. Lords (Camden) 74, 
Iam sorry forit: I praye forgive and forgett. 1775 SHERIDAN 
Rivals ww. ii, Come, come, Mrs. Malaprop, we must forget 
and forgive. 1841 TreNcH Paradies xxiv. (1877) 411 Though 
God may forgive, man is not therefore to forget. ; 

+e, To drop the practice of (a duty, virtue, 
etc.) ; to lose the use of (one’s senses). Zo forget-/o 
do=to forget how to do (something). Ods. 

13.. Z. E. Allit. P. B, 203 He for3et alle his fre bewes, 
And wex wod to be wrache. ¢1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. 1752 
Lucrece, Desire That in his herte brent as any fire So 
wodely that hys witte was foryeten. 1390 Gower Cov/. II. 
20 So clene his wittes he foryete. 1590 SHaks. Com. Err. 
111. ii. x And may it be that you haue quite forgot A husbands 
office? 1392 — Vex. & Ad. 1061 Her joints forget to bow. 
1670 Mitton Hist. Eng. 11. 36 The terrour of such new and 
resolute opposition made them forget thir wonted valour. 

4. In stronger sense: To neglect wilfully, take 
no thought of, disregard, overlook, slight. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 445 He ver3et al pe strong ob, bat 
he adde byuore To emperesse. 1340 Hampote Py. Conse. 
2051 Whiles pai lyf bai have na mynde Of God, bot forgettes 
hym. ¢1380 Wyctir Sev. Sel. Wks. I. 20r Pis lore is for- 
3ete and pe fendis lore take. a 1400-50 Alexander 3276 
The gome bat hys god forgatt. 1571 Bucuanan Ane Ad- 
montition Wks. (1892) 21 It may seame .. that I .. for3ettis 
my devoir. 21703 Burxitr Ox NV. 7. Jas, ii. 5 Men wallow in 
wealth,and forget God. 1797 Mrs. Rapcuirre /¢adian ii, Why 
should I be in danger of forgetting what is due to my father? 

5. Zo forget oneself. a. To omit care for oneself. 
b. To lose remembrance of one’s own station, posi- 
tion, or character ; to lose sight of the requirements 
of dignity, propriety, or decorum; to behave unbe- 
comingly. +¢. To lose one’s way. d. To lose 


consclousness. ‘ 

a. a3200 Moral Ode 25 Pe be him selfe forzeit for wiue 
oder for childe He sal cumen on euel stede. a@ 1225 Leg. 
Kath, 1377 Feire is us ifallen: ah 3et we for3eoted us. 

b. 1593 Suaxs. Rich. //, 11. ii, 83 Aum, Comfort, my 
liege; remember who you are. KA. Rich. I had forgot 
myself: am I not king? a1627 Mippieton & Row Ley 
Changeling ut. iv, Push! you forget yourself; A woman 
dipp’d in blood, and talk of modesty! 1697 CoLLiEr Jimor, 
Stage i. 4 Jacinta, Elvira, Dalinda .. forget themselves 
extreamly: And almost all the Characters .. are foul and 
nauseous. 1794 Netson 29 July in Nicolas Désf. (1845) 
I. 462 These Agents forget themselves very much. 1856 
ReEavE ever too late xi, How is he to answer Ey question 

ima 


FORGETEL. 


if he holds his tongue? you forget yourself. 1891 19th Cent. 
Dec. 856 When any speaker so far forgot himself as [etc.]. 

c. 1582 N. Licuerietp tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. x\. 
93 b, The Captaine Generall..founde..missing one of his 

eate Shippes, in the which went Sancho .. vnto whome 
it did well appeare, by reason it was night, that he had 
forgotten himselfe. 

1390 Gower Conf. II. 21, I myself foryete, That I wot 
never, what I am, Ne whider I shall, ne whenne I cam. 
1430 Sy~. Gener. (Roxb.) 7561 Hir self she forgute, With- 
out spech stil she sute. 1717 Pore £lo7sa 24 Though cold 
like you, unmov’d and silent grown, I have not yet forgot 
myself to stone. Jfod. I was nearly asleep, I had just for- 
gotten myself. 

Heuce Forge’tter, one who forgets. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xit. vii. (1495) 417 The 
coluoure is .. foryeter of wronges. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 
174/1 For3etare [v.r. forgeter], zzmzemor. 1613 Beaum. & FL. 

aptain iv. iii, I think her A strange forgetter of herself. 
1755 JoHNsOoN, Forgetter, a careless person. 1826 Lams 
Elia Ser. 1. Pop. Fallacies, We are not..so careless as that 
Imperial forgetter of his dreams. 1869 SpuRGEON 77eas. 
Dav. Ps. ix. 17 Forgetters of God. 


+ Forge'tel, a. Ovs. Forms: 1 forgyttol, 4 
forgetel, -il, 4-5 foryetel(1, 5 forzetylle, for- 
getyll. [OE. forgytol, forgeotul, forgitel, {. for- 
gietan: see prec.; corresp. to Fris. forgitte/, Du. 
vergetel, LG. forgetel.] Forgetful, forgetting. 

c1o00 Aiirric Hom. Il. 118 He..wes forgyttol, ac zefeest- 
node his lare on feesthafelum gemynde. @1340 HAMPOLE 
Psalter cxviii. 10 He bat sekis noght god in all his hert he 
is forgetil. 1390 Gower Coxf III. ¢8 Foryetel, slow and 
wery sone Of every thing. 1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy 1v. 
xxxv, As I were foryetell reckles To remember. c 1440 
Pronp. Parv. 174/1 For3etylle..obliviosus. 

Hence } Forge‘telness, -ship, forgetfulness. Ods. 

azo00 Lamb. Ps. \xxxvii[i]. 12 (Bosw.) On lande forgytel- 
nysse. c1200 7vix. Coll. Hom. 71 Ten ping ben be letten 
men of here scrifte.. forgetelnesse, nutelnesse [etc.]. a1300 
E. E. Psalter cxxxvi{i). 5 If I for-gete be, Jerusalem land, To 
for-getelnesse given be mi right hand. c¢1330 R. Brunne 
Chron. (1810) 176 So did Kyng Philip with sautes on pam 
gan pres, Bot for a forgetilschip R. & he bope les. c 1386 
Cuaucer Pars. T. ® 753 The fifthe is foryetelnesse by to 
muchel drynkynge. cx1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 2441 Pai 
knew bair forgetilnes. 

Forgetful (ffige'tful), a. 
-FUL.] 

1. Apt, inclined, or liable to forget; having a bad 
memory. Also, that forgets: const. of. 

1382 Wycuir Yas. i. 25 Not maad a for3etful herer, but 
a doer of werk. c¢1449 Pecock Ref. 11. v. 165 We ben ful 
freel and forzeteful. xs09 FisHer Fun. Serim. C’tess 
Richmond Wks. (1876) 291 She wolde not be..forgetefull of 
ony kyndnes or seruyce done to her before. 1601 SHaks. 
Ful. C. W. iii. 255 Beare with me good Boy, I am much for- 
getfull. 1794 CoLtrripGe Death of Chatterton 115 Wisely 
forgetful. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 1. xiv. 97 Forgetful of the 
glory of the past. 

2. Heedless, neglectful. Const. of or inf. 

1526-34 TinpaLe /7ed, xiii. 2 Be not forgetfull to lodge 
straungers. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1v. 709 Th’ unwary 
Lover cast his Eyes behind, Forgetful of the Law. 1720 Prior 
fTorace \. ix. 16, I..intend To serve myself, forgetful of 
my Friend. 1859 Tennyson Zxzd 53 Forgetful of his glory 
and his name. 

3. That causes to forget, inducing oblivion. 
Chiefly poet. (Cf. oblévious.) 

1557 Yottell’s Misc. (Arb.) 271 Reason runnes about, To 
seke forgetfull water. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 74 If the sleepy 
drench Of that forgetful Lake benumme not still. 1697 
Drypen Aneid vi. 1017 Compell’d to drink the deep 
Lethean Flood, In large forgetful draughts. 1787 Generous 
Attachm. 1. 157 The self same bed .. once received an 
honoured parent .. to its soft forgetful down. 1850 TENNy- 
son J Men. xxxv, The sound of that forgetful shore. 

Hence Forge'tfully adv., in a forgetful manner. 

@1716 Soutn Serm. (1744) VIII. xiv. 416 It is our duty.. 
forgetfully, to accept the oppression. 1731 Boyse vom C. 
Dryden's Horti Arlingtoniani Poems 36 'Vhrough the Maze 
forgetfully they stray. 1859 Cornwa.iLis Vew World I. 70 
One of them having forgetfully left his umbrella behind him. 


Forgetfulness (ffige'tfulnés). [f. prec. + 
-NESS.| The quality or state of being forgetful. 

1. The quality of being apt to forget, the state of 
forgetting. 

1477 EArt Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 19 Establisshe & ease 
-.thy foryetfulnesse with thyn remembraunce. 1553 T’. 
Witson Ahez. ut. 112a, Where ouer much cold is .. there 
is euer muche forgetfulnesse. 1699 BENTLEY Pha/. 282 This 
. -he did not do out of design, but pure forgetfullness. 1725 
Pore Odyss. xu. 366 Each in slumber shares A sweet forget- 
fulness of human cares. 1783 Haites Axtig. Chr. Ch. iv. 
81 ote, Such was .. the constitutional forgetfulness of 
Claudius, 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxx, He smiled upon 
all present in happy forgetfulness of having exhibited symp- 
toms of pugnacity. 

2. The condition of forgetting or losing recollec- 
tion of everything. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. i. (1495) 440 In Boecia 
ben two welles, that one makith good mynde, and that other 
makyth foryetfulnesse. 14.. Zpiph. in Tundale’s Vis. 116 
Euer with deth cometh forgetfulnes. 1597 Suaxs. 2 en. 
ZV, i. i. 8 O gentle Sleepe .. thou no more wilt weigh my 
eyetids downe And steepe my Sences in Forgetfulnesse. 

3. The state of being forgotten, oblivion. ? Obs. 

1561 IT. Norton Calvin's Just. 1. xviii. (1634) 704 This 
Masse .. shamefully .. putteth his death in forgetfulnesse. 
1663 CHARLETON Chor. Gigant. 5 Monuments themselves 
are subject to Forgetfulness even while they remain. 1779- 
81 Jounson ZL, P., Mallet, [His] Amyntor and Theodora.. 
is now lost in forgetfulness. 1829 Lyrton Devereux 1. xiv, 
The forgetfulness of one buried is nothing to the forgetful- 
ness of one disgraced, 
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4. Disregard, inattention, neglect. per 

1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 272 It doeth kindle in his 
mynde, forgetfulnesse of himselfe. 1757 Jounson Rambler 
No. 180 P 5 He..naturally sinks from omission to forgetful- 
ness of social duties. 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed, 2) V. 211 
Victory sometimes produces forgetfulness of education. 

Forgetive (foe1dzétiv), a. [?f Foren v.) + 
-rive.} A Shaksperian word, of uncertain forma- 
tion and meaning. Commonly taken as a derivative 
of Foreg v1, and hence used by writers of the 
19th c. for: Apt at ‘forging ’, inventive, creative. 

1597 SHaks. 2 Hen, IV, 1. tii. 107 A good Sherris-Sack .. 
makes it [the braine] apprehensiue, quicke, forgetive, full of 
nimble, fierie, and delectable shapes. 1800 Matone Life 
Dryden Pr, Wks. I. 1. 382 Corinna’s forgetive imagination. 
1814 Cary Dante, Purg. xvu. 14 O quick and forgetive 
power! that sometimes dost So rob us of ourselves. 1871 
M. Cottins Mrg. & Merch. 1. iv. 127 Her temperament .. 
strangely quick, sensitive, apprehensive, forgetive. : 

Forge‘t-me-no:t. [Jn sense 1, a translation 
of the OF. name xe m’oubliez mye, whence late 
MHG., vergig min niht (mod.Ger. vergisz mein 
nicht), Sw. jforgita mig e7. In the 15th c. the 
flower was supposed to have the virtue of ensuring 
that those wearing it should never be forgotten by 
their lovers. (See quots. in Grimm /V%.s.v.) The 
application of the name to the ground-pine (sense 
3) is app. exclusively Eng.; whether this plant 
was credited with the same magical properties as 
its namesake, or whether it was named ‘ on account 
of the nauseous taste that it leaves in the mouth’ 
(Prior) is not ascertained. ] 

1. The name of various kinds of AZyosotis, esp. 
M. palustris, a plant which flourishes in damp or 
wet soil, having bright blue flowers with a yellow 
eye. Also applied to the closely resembling species, 
MM. azorica, M. arvensis, and others. 

¢1532 Dewes Juztrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 1024 A flour of forget 
me nat, wue fleur de ne moubliez mye. 1817 COLERIDGE 
Sibyll. Leaves, Keep-sake 13 Hope’s gentle gem, the sweet 
Forget-me-not. 1833 Tennyson Poems 46 Eyes..Blue as 
the blue forget-me-not. 1840 AGNES STRICKLAND Queens 
Lng. 11. 84 This royal adventurer .. Lancaster, appears to 
have been the person who gave to the mzyosotis arvensis, 
or, ‘forget-me-not’, its emblematic and poetic meaning. 1880 
Ourpa Moths 111.216 He laid on her knee some forget-me nots. 

b. Applied with qualifying words to other varie- 
ties of AZyosotis (see quots.). 

1865 Gossr Land § Sea (1874) 235 The early scorpion- 
grass or hill forget-me-not. 1867 Sowrrsy Zing. Bot, VII, 102 
Alpine Forget-me-not, JZ. alpfestris. Ibid., Creeping water 
Forget-me-not, 17. repens. bid. 106 Dwarf Forget-me-not, 
M. collina. Ibid, 104 Wood Forget-me-not, JZ. sylvatica. 
Ibid, 108 Yellow and blue Forget-me-not, M7, verszcolor. 

2. The Germander Speedwell ( Veronica Chamzx- 
drys). {So also in German writers of 15-16th c.] 

1853 G. Jounston Wat. Hist. £. Bord. 1.151 Veronica 
chamedrys..often miscalled the Forget-me-not. — 

3. The Ground Pine (Ajuga Chamepitys). 

1578 Lyte Dodoens 1, xviii. 28 Of Ground Pyne .. There 
be three sortes. .called. .in English also Chamzpitys,Ground 
Pyne, Herbe Iue, Forget me not. 1597 Grrarne Herbal 
m1. exlii. § 3. 422 Ground Pine is called in English herbe Iuie, 
Forget me not. 

4. attrib. and Comb., as forget-me-not blue, eyes ; 
Sorget-me-not-hued adj. 

@1877 Ouipa Tricotrin I. 522 The treacherous. . glitter in 
her forget-me-not-hued eyes. 1887 J. A, Srerry Lazy 
Minstr. (1892) 148 A smart little crew..In ivory-white and 
forget-me-not blue. Jdid. 174 This sweet little lass, Raises 
two Forget-me-not eyes. 1894 Daily News 22 June 6/6 
Dressed in forget-me-not blue chené silk. 

Forgetness (fpige'tnés). rare. [f. Forgnrv. + 
-NESS.] Forgetfulness, 

1474 Caxton Chesse 11. vi. H iij b, The vice of glotonye 
provoketh lecherye ; wherof cometh forgetenes of his mynde. 
1892 Daily News 11 Oct. 4/7 It is easier to imagine the 
disappearance of Westminster Abbey from the face of the 
earth, the forgetness that such a place ever existed among 
men, than, etc. 

Forgett (fvidzet). Also 7 forchet, (forge,) 9 
forchette, forget(te, forgit. [originally forchet, 
a. F. fourchette of same meaning, lit. ‘ fork’.] 


Glove-making: (see quots.) 

1681 Min. Glover Iucorp. Perth in Beck Gloves (1883) 153 
That no Gloves be made with tard forchets but allenerly 
with Cliven forchets. 1688 R. Horme Avmoury 1. 18/1 
The Forges, the peeces between the Fingers. 1862 Mrs. 
H. Woop Mrs. Hailib, 1. xxiii. (1864) 125 The long strips, 
running up inside the fingers, are the forgits. 1891 19/2 
Cent, No. 178.939 The pieces for the thumbs, and the forgets 
—z. é. the little side pieces for the fingers. 

Forgettable (ffige'tab’l), a. 
+-ABLE.] That may be forgotten. 

1845 CARLYLE Cromwell (1871) I. 55 Indistinct and instantly 
forgettable particulars. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. Ore. 
v. 184 Wasting six months in cramming up a minimum of 
forgetable imatter. : 

Forgetting (/fige'tin), vd/. sb. [f. Forcxrv, 
+-1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb. Forarr; also, + the state 
of being unconscious, oblivion. 

1340 Ayenb. 18 Ingratitude, pet is, uoryeti{n]ge of god 
and of his guodes, 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. 
clxxxiv. (1495) 724 Wyne bredyth in the soule foryetynge 
of anguyssh. c1440 Yacod’s Well (E. E. 'T. S.) 109 Ffor- 
getyng makyth a man in his schryfte to forzete bobe smale 
synnes & grete, 1538 Exvyor Dict., Prelermissio, forget- 
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ynge, or leuinge out of a thynge. 1614 W. Barctay Nesen- 
thes in Jas. 1 Counterb. (Arb.) 116 It maketh and induceth 
..the forgetting of all sorrowes and miseries. 1643 Mitton 
Divorce i. xxii, (1851) 128, I am not willing to discover 
the forgettings of reverend men. 1803-6 Worpsw. /7tim. 
Jmmort. v, Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting. 

+2. The state of being forgotten, oblivion. Ods. 

aroso Liber Scintill. lvi. (1880) 174 Heo na byd on 
forgytincge [oddivione]. a1340 Hamrote Psalter Cant. 
498 Pou gaf til forgetynge all my synnys. ¢1449 PEcock 
Repr. 11. xv. 236 That thilk mynde die not and falle not into 
forzeting. 1583 GoLpinc Calvin on Deut. i. 4 God had.. 
prouided to preserue it from forgetting. 

Forgetting (ffige'tin), ppl. a. 
-Ine 2.] That forgets, forgetful. 

1847 Emerson Poems, Uriel, A forgetting wind Stole over 
the celestial kind. 1855 in Clarke Dict. 

Hence Forge'ttingly adv., in a forgetful manner ; 
forgetfully; through forgetfulness. 

1605 B. Jonson Volfone iv. vi, I fear I haue (forgettingly) 
transgrest Against the dignity of the Court. 1650 Hari 
Grounds Monarchy in Harrington Oceana (1700) 14 Which 
+-partly in this penury of Books, forgettingly I pass. 

+ Forge'ttingness. Os. rare. [f. as prec. 
+-NnEsS.] Forgetfulness. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 5 For3etingnes all wey 
kypinge be craft of a stepdamme, he is enmy of mynde. 
Ibid. 11. 323 Moyses .. made tweie rynges, oon of mynde 
and anoper of for3etyngnesse. 


rare. [see 


+ Forgi'ft. O%s. Forms: 4 forjefthe, -3yft, 
4-5 -gyft, (5 -yifte). [f. Foraivzv. after Gir.] 
Forgiveness. 


¢ 13125 SHOREHAM 40 Two thynges her wythynne beth For- 
3efthe and repentynge. c 1380 S7~ Ferumb. 5736 Pou most 
byleue on holychurche..And on for-3yft of synne. 1532 
Wedn. Faste (W. de W.), Kynge Davyd fasted for mercy ! 
Nineve dyd y® same And had forgyft of synne. 

Forging (foe1dzin), vd/. 5d. [f. Force v.1+ 
-InG !.] 

1. The action of the vb. ForGE in various senses ; 
an instance of the same. Also, used gerundially 
with the omission of zz. 

1382 Wycuir Zcclus. xxxii. 8 In forging [1388 the making] 
of gold signe is of a smaragd. cxqg00 tr. Secreta Secret., 
Gov. Lordsh, (E. E. T. S.) 100 pe craft of fforgynge. 1523 
Lp. Berners /voiss. I. clxx. 208 Forgyng of moneys. 
a1568 Ascuam Scholem, (Arb.) 120 Which tooles .. be not 
of myne owne forging. 1594 West 2nd Prt, Symbol. u. 
Indiet. § 66 Forging of false and fraudulent writings. 1667 
Oxvensure in Phil. Trans. I. 415 The melting, forging, 
and tempering of it [iron]. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1862) 
I. viii. 36 In this great elaboratory of nature, a thousand 
benefits and calamities are forging. 1839 Ure Dict. Arts, 
etc. 703 The forging and drawing out of the iron, 

b. concr. A product of forging; a forged mass 
(of iron, etc.). 
_ 1858 GREENER Guzinery 95 The skill .. displayed in weld- 
ing large forgings of wrought iron into shafts. 1882 Wore. 
Exhib. Catal. ii, 15 Tyres and forging of Whitworth steel. 

2. attrib., as forging-hammer, -mill. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 906 Forging-hammer, a ham- 
mer used by gold-beaters. 1887 Hissry Holiday on Road 
73. The requisite water-power for forging or other mills. 

Forging (f0e-1dzin), Af/. a. [f. as prec. +-ING?.] 
That forges, in senses of the vb. ' 

1592 SHaxs. Ven. & Ad. 729 Till forging nature be con- 
demn’d of treason, 1679 Drypen & Ler Zdifus iv. Wks. 
1883 VI. 204 Let..not a greybeard forging priest come near. 
1739 G. OcLr Gualth. § Gris. 66 A forging Hand he found, 
and scheming Head? 

Forgivable (ffigi'vab’l), a. Also forgiveable. 
[f. ForcivE v,+-ABLE.] That may be forgiven, 
pardonable, excusable. 

1550 Latimer Last Serm. bef. Edw, VI (1562) 123b, An 
ynexcusable sin; yet to him that will truly repent, it is 
forgeueable, 1611 Coter., Pardonnable. forgiueable. 1821 
Cotrripce Lett, Convers., etc. 11, xxiii. 39 A neglect of 
this kind may be forgiveable, but it is utterly inexcusable. 
1872 M. Cotuuns Pr, Clarice I. ix. 139 To know one’s own 
dulness ought to make it forgiveable. 

+ Forgi'vance. Sc. Ols. Forms: 5 forgiv- 
ance, 6 foirgiffance, forgev(e)ance. [f. FoRGIVE 
v. +-ANCE.] Forgiveness, pardon. 

1490 Acta Dom. Conc, (1839) 153 And ask. .forgeuance of 
be deth of pe said Johne. @157§ Diurn. Occurr. (Banna- 
tyne Club) 339 The said laird .. askit the haiil peopill foir- 
giffance in his name, 

Forgive (ffigi'v), v. Pa.t. forgave (fpigé-v), 
Pa. pple. forgiven (ffigi'vn). Forms: see GIvE. 
[OE. forziefan (£. For- pref.! + zéefan: see GIvu v.), 
corresponding to Du, vergeven, OHG. far-, fer-, 
Sor-, furgeban (Ger. vergeben), ON. fyrirgefa (Sw. 
Sorgifua, MDa. forgive) to forgive, Goth. fragiban 
to grant.] 

+1. trans. To give, grant. Obs. 

¢ goo tr. Beda's Hist. 1. xvi. [xxyii.] (1890) 84 Forpon ne 
bid pat forgifen peette alefed bid, ac pzet bid riht. g7x 
Blick. Hom. 31 Ealra para gifa be he middangearde forgeaf 
purh his tocyme, @1175 Cott, Hom. 229 He for3iaf blinde 
manne 3esechée, 1377 LancL. P. Pl. B. xvin. 76 For he 
was kny3te & kynges sone kynde for3zaf bat tyme, Pat non 
harlot were so hardy to leyne hands vppon hym. 148: 
Vulgaria abs Terentio 2b, The grettist tresoure that j hadd 
j ng the. _ 

+2. To give up, cease to harbour (resentment, 
wrath), Also, to give up one’s resolve (¢o do 
something). Ods. 
c1z00 OrmIN 1466 A33 whannse pu forr3ifesst tuss bin 
wrapbe. c1305 Pilate 167 in LZ. EL. P. (18625 115 He wende 
:.pat he hadde for3zeue him his wrabbe. c1380 Wycur 


FORGIVE. 


Paternoster Wks, (1880) 200 Here men moten forzeue be 
rancour .. of here herte to here neizeboris. @1533 Lp. 
Berners Hon |xxxiii. 257 Oberon .. forgaue all the yll 
wyll that he had to Huon. 1564 Carsewedl’s Lett. in 
Wodr. Soc. Misc. 285, I can nocht forgif to do my sobir 
diligens in furderance of the kirk, 

3. To remit (a debt); to give up resentment or 


claim to requital for, pardon (an offence). Const. 
a. with simple object. 
a1000 Cxduion's Gen. 662 (Gr.) He forgird hit. cx175 


Lamb. Hom. 67 Ower hating for3efe 3e. c12z00 Trin. Coll. 
Hont. 29 Panne bed be synne forgiuen. 13.. Cursor M1, 
25109 (Cott. Galba) Lord forgiff pou dettes ours. ¢ 1400 
Desir. Troy 11581 All hir gilt to forgiff. 15303 Kalender of 
Sheph. Pater Noster, Forghewe the fawlys doyeng ageyns 
them. 1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. iv. i. 26 Forgiue a moytie 
of the principall. 165: Hosses Leviath. ui. xlii. 274 An 
Authority to Forgive, or Retain Sins. 178z Burns Why 
an I loth ii, Fain would I say, ‘ Forgive my foul offence !’ 
185s TENNYSON JZaud xii, Should I fear .. to say ‘ Forgive 
the wrong’. 1882 19% Cent. No. 61. 348 The amount of 
rent that has been forgiven in the past two years has been 
very large. , , 
b. with the thing in the acc., and the person in 

the dat., or preceded by +727, fo, «nfo (or as subj. 
of vb. in pass.). 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. vi. 12 And forgyf us ure gyltas. 
e1175 Lamb. Hom. 37 Ne mei be preost forzefen nane men 
his sunne. @1300 Cursor M. 19019 (Edin.) Giu sal forgiuin 
be giur sak. Zdzd. 25109 (Cott.) Forgiue pou til us dettes 
vrs. ¢1320 Szv Tristr. 2568 For3euen hem was her wo, No 
were bai neuer so dere. 1382 Wyctir Jatt. xviii. 27 
Sothely the lord of that seruant..forzaue to hym the dette. 
c1430 Hynens Virg. (1867) 128 Lord your deth forgyffe it 
me, 1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 37 Preamb., It pleased 
your Highnesse..to forgyve unto your seid Subgiect all the 
seid Mesprisions. 1611 Biste /s@. xxxiii. 24 The people 
that dwel therein shalbe forgiuen their iniquitie. 1665 
Watton Life Hooker H.’s Wks. 1888 I. 39 Forgiving him 
his first-fruits. 1726-31 Tinpat Rafin’s Hist. Eng. (1743) 
II. xvu. 153 She forgave him what she had lent his father. 
1782 Cowrer Charity 634 Let Charity forgive me a mistake 
That zeal, not vanity, has chanced to make. 1826’. MoorE 
Ment, (1854) V. 46 Clonmell never forgave this to Grattan. 

¢. with indirect (personal) obj. only, either in 

dative (a construction now merged in 4), or + pre- 
ceded by Zo, zz//, unto. 

cxo00 Avs. Gosp. Matt. xviii, 2t Mot ic him forgyfan 06 
seofon sibas. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 39 Pu scalt forzeuen bon 


monne pe wid be agultet. a1340 Hamrote Psalter vi. x . 


Forgifynge til him bat synnes in vs. 1382 Wyc.ir Mat?. 
vi. 12 As we for3eue to oure dettours. 1484 Caxton Fables 
of Atsop i. xviii, The myghte and puyssant must pardonne 
and forgyue to the lytyll and feble, 

4. To give up resentment against, pardon (an 
offender). Const. Jor, + of, or dependent clause, 
rarely + ¢o with zzf Also (now rarely) to abandon 
one’s claim against (a debtor). 

[¢ 1000, ¢ 1175: see 3c.] ¢ 1200 OrMIN 4960 To forr3ifenn 
opre menn Wibb word & ec wibp herrte. c1340 Cursor M, 
8396 (Fairf.) 3e ar for-giuen of bat vn-rizt. c14s0 Mirour 
Saluacioun 9% How y* crist forgaf mavdelen marie. 1591 
Suaks. Two Gent. u. iv. 172 Forgiue me that I doe not 
dreame on thee. 1607 Witkins Miseries Inforced Mar- 
riage 11. Dj, I do forgiue thee with myhart. 1715 De For 
Fan. Instruct. 1. i, He forgives them for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. 1742 RicHarpson Pamela III. 387 An Example so 
much better—forgive me to say—before her. 1785 Burns 
ist Epist, Lapraik xvii, I like the lasses—Gude forgie me ! 
1828 Scott /, MW. Perth xxi, Forgive me if I remind you, 
that [etc.]. 1866 G. Macponatp Ann. Q. Neighb. xxii. 
(1878) 403 He asks you to forgive the man who wronged you. 

5. absol. (of 3 and 4, which in this use coincide). 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke vi. 37 Forgyfab & eow byd for- 
gyfen. 1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. vi. v. (1495) 192 
Chyldren ben sone playsyd and lyghtly they forgyue. 1611 
Brste 1 Kings viil. 30 And when thou hearest, forgiue. 
1709 Pore Ess, Crit. 525 To err is human, to forgive, divine. 
1841 TReNcH Parables xxiv. (1877) 411 Though God may 
forgive, man is not therefore to forget. 

6. To make excuse or apology for, regard indul- 
gently. Now only in zvzfer. as an entreaty. 

1667 Mitton P. Z. x. 956 Thy frailtie and infirmer Sex 
forgiv’n. 1738 Pore Zfz/. Sat. 1. 63 Dear Sir, forgive the 
Prejudice of Youth. 1782 Cowrrr 7vuth 582 Forgive their 
evil, and_accept their good. 1850 Tennyson /w Mee. 
Prol. xi, Forgive these wild and wandering cries .. Forgive 
them where they fail in truth. 

+7. =Muisetve, (So also Grvz). Ods. rare. 

1600 Hottanp Livy 754 Anniball, whose mind forgave him 
that such a thing would fall out, had prepared shipping. 

8. dial. (See quots. ) 

1790 GrosE Prov. Gloss. (ed. 2) s.v., Forgive, to thaw. 
a 1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia, Yorgive, to begin to thaw. 

Forgive-, stem of prec. used in derivatives ; 
as + Forgi'veful a. [see -rux], full of forgiveness ; 
ready to forgive. Forgi'veless a. [see -LESs], dis- 
inclined to forgive; unforgiving. + For3i'velich a. 
ME. (OE. forgifeniic) [see -t¥ 1], likely to be for- 
given; pardonable, venial. 

cr1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xi. 24 Ic secze eow, Det Sodum- 
wara lande byd forgyfenlicre on domes deg, bonne ze. 
ai225 Aucr. R. 346 O sunne uorgiuelich mei beon ful 
deadlich. 1563 Man JZusculus’ Commonpl. 126a, He is 
also forgeuefull and mercyfull. 1861 Temple Bar Mag. I. 
356 They live their lives, forgotten and dead, Forgiveless 
and unforgiven. 

Forgiven (ffigi'v’n), £97. a. [pa. pple. of For- 
Give v.| In senses of the vb. 

1548 Etyot Dict., Condonatus..geuen, forgeuen, pardoned. 
1607 Suaks, 7imon v. iv. 79 Faults forgiuen. 1717 Pore 
Eloisa 255 Soft as the slumbers of a saint forgiv’n. 1859 
Tennyson Z/aine 1096 A face, bright as for sin forgiven. 
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Forgiveness (ffigi'vnés). Forms: 1 forsi- 
fe(n)nys, -syfe(n)nys, forgif(e)nes; for later 
forms cf. ForGIvE and -nuss. [OE. forzifennys, 
f. forgifen, FoRGIvEN ffl. a. + -NESS. Cf. Du. 
vergiffents.| 

1. The action of forgiving; pardon of a fault, re- 
mission of a debt, etc. In OE. also: Indulgent 
permission. 

The etymological sense, ‘condition or fact of being for- 
given’, is not clearly evidenced even in OE., though in 
expressions like ‘the forgiveness of sins’ the word may 
admit of being thus interpreted. 

e900 tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. xvi. [xxvii]. (1890) 82 Dis ic cweSo» 
zefter forgifnesse [secundum indulgentianz] nales zefter 


bebodo. 971 Btick?. Hon. 19 Ponne we..us_ forgifnessa 
biddab. 1200 Moral Ode 298 Nis noper inne helle ore no 
forziuenesse. 1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 58 Pat bid me for 


3efnesse, & to amende hys trespas. 1340 Ayend, 32 Vor 
non ne may habbe uoryeuenesse: wyb-oute zobe ssrifte. 
cx400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xiii. 59 A man schuld all anely 
ask him forgifnes wham he trespast to. 1480 Caxton Chron. 
Eng. ccxxviil. 238 The pope yafe hem. .foryeuenes of al hir 
sinnes that [etc.]. 1584 Powret Lloyd's Cambria 235 All 
the brethren desired the father forgiuenes. 1729 BUTLER 
Sevm. Pref. Wks, 1874 II. 2x Forgiveness of injuries is one 
of the very few moral obligations which has been disputed. 
1863 Gro. Exiort Rovzola 1. xxxi, He would have to en- 
counter much that was unpleasant before he could win her 
forgiveness. 

2. Disposition or willingness to forgive. 

¢ 1200 ORMIN 1477, & are & millce & mildherrtle33c & rihht 
forrzifenesse. 1535 CovERDALE Daz. ix. 9 Vnto the..per- 
tayneth mercy and forgeuenesse. 1678 Sprar Sev. (1710) 
99 Meekness, Forgiveness, Bounty and Magnanimity. 

b. in plural. rare. (A Hebraism.) 

1611 Bis_e Daz. ix. 9 To the Lord our God belong mercies 
and forgiuenesses. 

Forgiver (ffigi‘ver). 
One who forgives. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 256 note (MS. Titus), Hire for3eouere. 
1388 Wycuiir Rozz, ili. 25 Whom God ordeynyde for3yuer 
{1382 an helpere; Vulg. propitiationem). c1449 PEcock 
Repr. 1. v. 306 Ful grete forzeuers of dettis. 1557 Prinzcer, 
Godly Prayers Oij, Not onlye a forgever but also a re- 
venger. 1625 Ussuer Ausw. Feswit 102 [He] is the forgiver 
of sinnes. 1742 RicHarpson Pamela III. 69, I was thus 
lifted up to the State of a sovereign Forgiver, and my lordly 
Master became a Petitioner, 1872 J. G. Murrny Comuzz. 
Lev, xvi. ad fin., The great Forgiver. 

Forgiving (ffigi:vin), vd/. 5b. Also 5-6 Sc, 
forgiffine, -yne. [f. Foraivn v. + -1nc1l.] The 
action of the verb ForGIVE. 

1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 1852 Lucrece, Be as be may, 
quod she, of forgyfynge. ax1460 Let. Fas. JJ, Chart. 
Aberd. 62 (Jam.) Not agaynstanding ony relessing, gyft, 
forgiffyne, or accordyng. c1526 Fritu Disput. Purgat. 
Wks. (1573) 29 Albeit man repente his forgeuyng and after- 
wards sue for his debt. 1533 Gau Richt Vay (2888) 8 Quhair 
thay sal get grace marcie and forgiffine of thair sinnis, 

Forgiving (fyigivin), ff. a. [f. as prec. + 
-Inc 2,] That forgives ; inclined to forgive; indi- 
cating forgiveness. 

1690 Norris Beatitudes (1694) 1. 188 A mild, meek and 
forgiving Spirit. 1703 Rowe Fair Penit. iv. i. 1574 One 
forgiving Glance. 18z0 Keats /saéed/a xix, Of thee we now 
should ask forgiving boon. 1855 Macautay Hist, Zug. III. 
458 He was of no gentle or forgiving temper. 

Hence Forgi'vingly adv.; Forgi-vingness. 

1667 Fraver Saint Indeed (1754) 84 Never did any carry 
it more peaceably and forgivingly. 1742 Ricnarpson Pamela 
III. 82 So much Sweetness, and so much Forgivingness. 
1857 W. Cottins Dead Secret 249 Remember me forgivingly, 
Arthur. 1865 J. Grore JZoral [deas viii, (1876) 114 Active 
forgivingness, the returning of good for evil. 

Forglopned, -glut: sce For- gref! 5 and 6. 

+ Forgnaw', v. Obs. [OE. forgnagan, f. For- 
pref + gnazan to Gnaw.] ‘vans. To gnaw in 
pieces, eat up; 4. and fig. 

cxooo AELrric Hom. (Th.) 11. 194 Geerstapan forgnogon swa 
hweet swa se hazol belefde. azzz25 Ancr. R. 338 Godis 
god, hwon ich hit do..min vuel hit forgnawed. c¢ 1290 
Altenglische Legenden (Horstmann) I, 161 Somme .. hor 
wreche flesch uor gnowe. c1328 Body § Sov 269 in Map’s 
Poems 343 Wormes for-gnowen heor alre throte. 1413 
Piler. Sowle (Caxton 1483) u, xlv. 24 Somme had feete al 
forgnawen. | 

+ Forgni‘de, v. Ods. Pa. t.forgnode. [OE. 
Sorgnidan, f. For- pref1+ gnidan to crush.] zvans. 
To break, break to pieces; to destroy, 

ax1000 Lanib, Ps. civ.[cy.] 16 He forgnad .. treow zeméru 
heora. @1300 Z. £. Psalter ibid., He..alle festnes of bred 
forgnode. dd. cvili]. 16 He forgnod yhates brased ware. 

Forgo, forego (ff1-, foergou), v. Pa. t. for-, 
forewent. Pa. pple. for-,foregone. Forms: 
see Go. [OE. forgdn, -gangan, f. For- pref + 
gui, gangan: see GO.} 

+1. cntr. To go away, go past, pass away. Obs. 

co950 Lindisf, Gosp. Matt. v.18 Enne pricle..ne forgzes from 
ae wid 6a huile alle sie. a1300 Cursor M. 6264 (Cott.) 
Pe see on aiber side bam stod Als walles tua, quils bai for 
yod, 1563 SackviLLe Juduct, Mirr. Mag. xlix, And fast 
by him pale Malady was plac’d: Sore sick in bed, her 
colour all foregone. : 

+2. trans. To go by, pass over. “Zz, and fig. 
Hence, to leave alone or undone, neglect, overlook, 


slight. Ods. exc. arch. 

e1000 Atrric Hon. (Th.) I. 92 Sede pis forgzid his sawul 
losad. c1000 — Exod, xii. 23 He [Drihten] forge pees 
huses duru. a@1300 Cursor M. 25344 (Cott.) Grant vs pi 
maght..to luue vr euen cristen sua bat we pair lastes ma 
forga. 7a1g00 Tvevisa’s Barth. deP. R. (1535) Vi. xvi, He [the 


[f. ForeivE v. + -ER1.] 





FORGRAITH. 


euyll seruant] forgeth [1398 forgendrep] all his lordes nedes, 
and leaueththem vndone. 1858 BuckLe Czvzdzz. (1869) II. i. 
29 He..never..allowed the claims of his profession to make 
him forego the superior claims of his country. 

+3. To avoid, elude. Ods. rvare—}. 

¢ 13083 Edweund Conf. 301 in Z. Z. P. (1862) 79 per lurnede 
pis holi man. . pe deueles poer forgon. 

+b. To overreach, deceive. Obs. rave—1. 

1382 Wyc.ir Co/. Prol. 429 Thei weren forgon of false 
apostlis. 

4. To go from, forsake, leave. Ods. exc. arch. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 17012 (Gott.) Mannes saul..wold neuer 
if it might be bodi self forga. ¢1340 /ézd. 13280 (Trin.) Petur 
andandrew..wipo word haue peishipforgone. 1530 PaLscr. 
556/z Shall 1 forgo your company nowe. 1622 Catiis Stat. 
Sewers (1647) 191 When D. was Banished, he then forewent his 
local Habitation. 1697 Drypen Virg. Past. 1v. 46 When to 
ripen’d Manhood he shall grow, The greedy Sailer shall the 
Seas forego. 1725 Pore Odyss. xu. 450 Vengeance, ye 
Gods ! or I the skies forego. 1821 Worpsw. Sonn., Clerical 
Integrity, 'Their altars they forego, their homes they quit. 
1844 Mrs. Browninc Catarina to Camoens iv, And if they 
looked up to you, All the light which has forgone them 
Would be gathered back anew. 

5. To abstain or refrain from (some action or 
procedure). Rarely with fo and zw. as object. 

azo00 Laws Cnut § 85 in Thorpe Auc. Laws I. 424 Pet 
he... smeage .. hweet him sy to donne & to forganne. 1297 
R. Grouc. (2724) 290 Pys god man Seyn Dunston Hatede 
muche to crouny hym, 3yf he yt my3te ver gon. c14z0 Szr 
Amadace (Camden) xviii, Vnnethe he my3te forgoe to wepe. 
1587 Turserv. 7vag. 7. (1837) 9 The Authour here declareth 
the cause why hee. .forewent the translation of the learned 
Poet Lucan, 1768 Beattie JZzustr. u. xlvi, Then jarring 
appetites forego their strife. 1842 Pusry Crisis Eng. Ch.72 
We forewent much which any of us might have desired to do. 
1860 HawrHorne Transform. xv, He had foregone to be a 
Christian reality, 1871 FREEMAN 7st. Ess, Ser. 1. x. 313 
We forego any comparison between the two men. 

absol, 1810 Scott Lady of L. u. xxxiv, Chieftains, forego! 
I hold the first who strikes my foe. 

6. To abstain from, go without, deny to one- 
self; to let go or pass, omit to take or use; to give 
up, part with, relinquish, renounce, resign. 

a31175 Cott. Hom. 221 Forgang pu ones treowes westm. 
ai2z5 Ancr. R. 8 Fleschs forgon oper visch. c¢ 1400 
Melayne 307 Bid hym hawkes & houndes forgoo, And to 
dedis of armes hym doo. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 
1v. 3 No greate pleasure shoulde be forgone thereby. 1606 
Suaxs. 77. & Cr. v. vill. 9, I am vnarm’d, forgoe this 
vantage, Greeke. 1633 Mitton “irelings Wks. (1847) 435/1 
Though Paul were pleas’d to forgo his due, and not to use 
his Power .. yet he had a Power. 1714 Gay 777v/a 111. 300 
Abhapless Swain. .Canst thou forgo Roast-Beef for nauseous 
Pills? 1748 Hartiey Observ. Maz u. iii. 343 The Plea- 
sures are to be foregone, and the Pains accepted, 1828 E. 
Irvine Sevvz. I. p. liv, Whatever He..forewent of infinite 
glory ..is to be placed to the account of mankind, 1848 
Kines.ey Saint’s Trag. u. iv, Wear but one robe the less 
—forego one meal. 1849 M. Arnotp Wew Sirens, Those 
slackened arms forgo The delight of death-embraces. _ 

+7. To go without (compulsorily), to be with- 


out; to miss, lack. Obs. rare. 

@1300 Cursor M. 3443 (Cott.) His wijf pat lang had child 
for-gane Now sco bredes tua for ane. ¢1340 /did. 23292 
(Trin.) Mercy shul pei euer forgoon. c1g00 MauNnDEVv. 
(Roxb.) xxxii. 147 Alssone as pai forga pe smell of pam pai 
dye. a@1400-so0 Alexander 188 And gett agayn his awyn 
gronde at he forgais nowe. : 2 

+b. Tolet go (involuntarily), lose, forfeit. Ods. 
c1z05 Lay. 22130 Alc mon pe his lond hafde for-gan. 
c1491 Chast. Goddes Chyld. 9 Hem thynken oftymes that 
they maye neuer forgoo the home that they haue. 1587 
Gotpinc De Mornay xxvi. 395 He had sodainly forgone 
his sight, which was afterward restored againe. 

absol. c1480 tr. De Imitatione m. liv, Pere shal be plente 
of all good wipoute drede of lesyng or forgoyng,. 4 

+ 8. Only in pa. pple.: Exhausted with going, 
wearied, faint. Also, faint with emotion. Ods. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 3527 (Cott.) Quen he al weri was for- 
gan Ham he tok his waio-nan, 13.. Coerde L. 5472 Myn 
[horses] ar wery and forgon. ¢1330 Amis § Amiil, 1054 
Than seighe he a weri knight forgon, Vnder a tre slepeand 
alon. c 1384 Cuaucer A. Fame i. 115 He that wery was 
for-go On pilgrimage myles two. 1597 T. Brarp Zheat. 
Gods Fudgem, (1612) 350 The poor slave, all forgone at this 
..ouglie sight, looked everie minute to be devoured. 

Hence Forgo-ing v0/. sb.; Forgo'ne ffl. a, Also 


Forgo'er, one who forgoes (something). 

1549 CovERDALE, etc. Hrasw. Par. Col. ii.12 After suche 
forgoyng of your bodyes, which were thral to sinne. 1611 
Corer., Abandonneur .. forgoer, 1627 SANDERSON Ser7i. 
I. 268 They chuse to be still ignorant, rather than_ hazard 
the forgoing of any part of that freedom. 1736 Burer 
Anal, 1. v. Wks. 1874 1. 93 The voluntary foregoing many 
things which we desire, 1828 Wessrer, Foregoer, one who 
forbears to enjoy. Jézd., Foregone, forborne to be possessed 


or enjoyed. 

Forgotten (fyigp't’n), f/. a. _[pa. pple. of 
Foret v.] a. Not remembered, that has passed 
from the mind or out of remembrance. b. Omitted 


or neglected through inadvertence. 

1429 Wills & Inv. N.C. (Surtees 1835) 78, I gyf to the 
vicar of Seint Nicholas kyrk for forgetyn tendes c®. 1527 
Will in Southwell Visit. (x89t) 128 For forgoten tithes vjs. 
viijd. 1897 SHAxs, 2 Hen. IV, iw. v. 116 Onely compound 
me with forgotten dust, 1870 L’EsTRANGE JZ7ss Mitford 
I. v. 113 A good deal of forgotten poetry. 1887 BowEN Virg. 
ineid i. 358 A forgotten treasure that lay Long from the 
daylight buried. 

+ Forgrai‘th, v. ds. [f. For- pref? + GRairH 
v.] trans, To get ready beforehand, prepare. 
Hence + Forgraithing vé/. sd., preparation. 

a3300 LZ. E. Psalter ix. 38 [x. 17] For-gralilpynge of pair 


FORGROW. 


hert herd ere pine. Jéid. xx{i].12 In paire leuynges for- 
graipe lickam of ba. 

Forgreat, -greme: see For- Zref.! 3, Io. 

+ Forgrow’, v. Ods. rare exc. in pa. pple. for- 
grown. Forms: see Grow. [OE. forgréwan, 
f. For- pref. + gréwan: see Grow v.] 

1. intr. To grow to excess or out of shape. Only 
in pa. pple. for-grown, overgrown, misshapen. 

axo00 Riming Poem (Gr.) 46 Brondhord zeblowen breos- 
tum in forgrowen. 1399 Sarcastic Verses in Archezol. 
XXI. 89 Pis is a busch pat is forgrowe. 1543 GRAFTON 
Contn. Harding 599 A pylgremes hat..with a long and for- 
growen bearde. 1565 GoLtpiInG Ovid's Met. 1. (1593) 14 So 
foule a Dragon. .so monstrously for-growne. 1576 NEwTon 
Lemnie's Complex.(1633) 133 Although the party be fat and 
forgrowne. 1601 Br. ANDREWES Serv. Matt. xxii. 21 (1641) 
II. 96 The fat and foregrown rammes within our own fold. 

Jig. 15883 Gotpinc Calvin on Deut. clxxxii. 1129 An 
euill custome is nothing else than an errour forgrowen. 

2. trans. To overgrow, cover with a growth 


(usually one that is excessive or unsightly). 

c12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 129 Forpi is pis westren for- 
rouwen mid brimbles. 1399 Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 363 The 
ong gras that is so grene .. forgrowen hit hath the fellde. 
1494 Fasyan Chron. v. cxx. 97 The towne of Westmynster 
‘.. that tyme was forgrowen with busshes, @1535 More 
Wks. 74 The ground that is al foregrowen with nettels. 
1575 LANeHAM Let. (1871) 14 Hombre Saluagio..forgrone 
all in moss and Iuy. 

b. In pa. pple. (of aged persons) : Overgrown or 
covered (with hair). Hence (?or from sense 1), 
Extremely old. 

c 1430 Lypc. Bochas 1x. x. (1554) 201 b, With heere for- 
growen body and visage. c1440 Generydes 3667 A man 
that was right ferr inage..And allfor growe. 1494 FaByAN 
Chron. vil. 605 In the bordour of this dilicious place .. 
Stode ii. forgrowen faders, reasemblyng Ennok and Hely. 
1527 Prose Life St. Brandan (Percy) 52 He was olde and 
for-growen so that no man myght se his body. 

+ Forguilt, v. Ods. Forms: 3 Orm. forr- 
gilltenn. /a. ¢. 3 forgilt,-gult. La. pple. 2-3 
forgilt, -gult, Orm. -gilltedd. [OE. */orgyltan, 
f. For- pref.! + gyltan to sin.] 

1. trans. To bring into a state of guilt. 
veft. or in pass. Const. wd, gen. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 27 3if bu ert swide for-gult wid bine 
eoréliche lauerd he [etc.], c1z00 OrMIN 2619 Pe deofell .. 
stannddepb .. To don uss to forrgilltenn uss 32n Godd. 
@ 1225 Ancr. R. 388 Al pet is ide worlde he werp under ure 
uet bestes ant fueles, ear we weren uorgulte. 

2. To forfeit by guilty conduct. Also, to bring 
into by guilt. 

ex175 Lamb. Hont. 19 Er we weren al forgult in to helle. 
c12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 211 He forgilt heuene wele, and 
haued helle wowe. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) x Plente me may 
in Engelond of alle gode y se, Bute folc yt for gulte ober 
3eres be worse be. ¢1300 Harrow. Hell 166 Pou laddest 
ous to parays, We hit forgulten ase ynwys. ?a@1350 Arth. & 
Mer/. (Linc. Inn MS.) 593 Til Lucifer hit forgult wib pryde. 
Forhale, -hang: see For- pref. 5. 

+ Forha:rd, v. Obs.—! [ME. forhardien(trans.), 
OE. forheardian (intr.), f. For- pref. + heardian 
to become or make hard.] ¢vavs. To harden. 

c1250 Gen. § Ex. 3338 For it [sc. the manna] malt at de 
sunne-sine, Oc oéer fir for-hardede [ printed forhadede] hine. 

+Forha‘rden, v. Ods.—! [f. For- pref + 
HARDEN v.] ¢vans. =prec. 

1571 GoLDING Calvin on Ps. \xxiii. 15 They become for- 
hardened, and shaking of the feare of God, do therwithal 
cast away the hope of salvation. 

+ Forha‘re, v. Obs. vare—1. [f. For- pref.1+ 
Hare v.] trans. To affright or harry exceedingly. 

1659 Br. Gaupen Serm. at Fun. Bp. Brounrig (1660) 55 
Elisha’s cry is not..a bare clamor insignificant, as one scared 
and forehared. 

Forheads -heed: see For- Zvef.! 3, 5. 

+ Forhe‘cche, v. Os. Pa. pple. forhaht. 
[f. For- prefl: the verbal element is obscure.] 
trans. To despise. 

c1230 Hali Meid. 41 He forhohed [v.~. forhecched] pe 
anan. @x310 in Wright’s Lyric P. x. 37 Thenne mihti.. 
ben hated ant for-haht. 

+ Forhe'le, v. Ols. Pa. pple.forholen. [OE. 
Sorhelan, f. For- pref. + helan to hide=OFris., OS. 
Sarhelan (Du. verhelen), OHG. far-, ferhelan 
(MHG. verheln, Ger. verhehlen).] 

trans. To hide, conceal; with personal obj. in 
dat. or preceded by wf. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Soeth. xvii, Det mine creftas and 
anweald ne wurden forgitene and forholene. c x000 ASLFRIc 
Gen. xviii. 17 Hu mez ic forhelan Abrahame, de ic don 
wille. 1154 O. E£. Chron. an. 1137 [Hi] wenden Set it 
sculde ben forholen. ¢1z00 Orin 2468 Itt shollde wurrpenn 
wel Forrholenn wibp pe defell. 13.. K. Adis. 6967 Thy 
traitour schal beo forhole. c 1430 How Good Wiff tauzte 
Doujtir in Babees Bk. (1868) 39 Schewe it to pi freendis, & 
for-hile pou it no3t. 

+ Forhe'vedness. Ols. [OE. forhzxfedness, 
f. forhxfed (pa. pple. of forhabban to restrain, 
f. For- pref! + habban to Have, hold) + -nxss.] 
Restraint, continence, abstinence. 

cgoo tr. Beda's Hist. 1. xxvi. [xxv]. (1890) 352 He .. in 
micelre forhafdnesse Drihtne beowade. ¢ 1175 Lamb. Home. 
ror To michel forheuednesse on hete and on wete macad 
pene mon unhalne. 

+ Forhew’, v. Olds. Forms: Pa. ¢. 3 forheow. 
La. pple. 4-5 forhewen. [OE. forhéawan (f. For- 
pref.' + héawan to Hew) = OS. forhawan, OHG. 


Only 
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furhouwan (MUG. verhouwen, Ger. verhauen).] 
trans. To hew or cut to pieces. ; 
a1000 Byrhinoth 115 (Gr.) He mid billum weard .. swide 
forheawen. a@xzz05 Lay. 4593 He for-heow penne mest a- 
two riht amidden. ¢1380 Sir Ferumb. 899 And eke ys 
noble aketoun was [al] for-hewe & schente. ¢c 1450 JZerdin 
234 Er thei were alle ynne ther were many slayn and for 
hewen. 1470-85 Matory Arthur vu. xii, Their sheldes 
and theyr hauberkes were al forhewen. 1563 SACKVILLE /7- 
duct. Mirr. Mag. Wii, His face forhewed with woundes. 

+ Forhi-de, v. Os. [OE.forhydan (f. For-1 + 
hydan to HE) ;=LG. ferhiiden.] trans. To hide. 

¢ 1000 Ags. Ps. cxxxix. [cxl.] 5 (Gr.) Forhyddan oferhydze 
me inwit-gyrene. c1250 Gev. § Lx, 1875 Longe it weren 
Sor forhid. c1340 Cursor M. 5263 (Fairf.) Sone quy squa 
forhidde pou pe. 

+ Forhight, v. Ods. Forms: 1 forhétan, 
2-3 forhote. Ja. ¢. 3-4 forhet, 4 Sc. forhicht. 
[OE. forhdtan str. vb., f. For- pref! + hdtan to 
promise, command: see Hicur v.] _ 

1. ¢vans. To promise not to do, enjoy or practise 


(something) ; to renounce. 

c 1000 Aiirric Past. Ep. § 47 Buton he hit forhaten hebbe. 
c1200 7vinz. Coll. Hont. 199 Danne forsake we ure sinnes 
mid heorte and for-hoted mid mude. az2z25 Ancr KR. 192 
3e..ine blostme of ower 3uwede uorheten alle worldes blissen. 
c1305 Edmund Conf. 86 in £. £. P. (1862) 73 He.. forhet 
bifore hire truliche wommanes mone. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, 
Nicolaus 965 Pai forhicht mare to steile. 

2. To forbid. 

¢1315 SHOREHAM 162 Thou dedest by thine wyves stevene 
Thet was for-hote. i 

3. To promise. [Cf. Ger. verheiszen.] 

@1300 Cursor M. 11334 (Cott.) Godd has .. sent pam pat 


he lang for-hight. 
+ Forhi'll, v. Ods. [f. For- pref. + Hit v.] 


trans. To cover; to protect. 

a1300 £. &. Psalter xc{i]. 14 For-hile him I sal, for mi 
name knewe he. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 1063 Ane hert 
with a hoge heued .. Was to behald as a harrow foreheld 
[forhelid] with tyndez. i : 

Hence Forhi‘lling vd/. sb., in quot. quasi-concr. 
protection. Also Forhi-ller, a protector. 

a3300 EZ. E. Psalter xviifi]. 18 Made is Laverd mi for- 
hilinge. Zéid. 30 For-hiler es he Of al pat in him hopand be. 

Forhoar(ed : see For- Zréf.! 9, 10. 

+ Forho'ld, v. Ods. [OE. forhealdan (in sense 
forsake, lose), f. For- pref1+ healdan to Hou ; 
=MLG. worholden.} 

trans. To detain, withhold. Hence Forho'lde(n 


ppl. a., held over, kept too long. 

Beowulf 2381 (Gr.) Hzefdon hy forhealden helm Scylfinga. 
c888 K. Airrep Boeth. xxix. §1 Odde hi beob begen for- 
healden. cx12g0 Genz. § Hx. 2026 An time he was at hire 
t3eld .. she him his mentel for-held. c1275 +i Pains of 
Hell 78 in O. E. Misc. 149 A water..pat .. stynkep so for- 
holde lych. 

Forhow’;, v. Ods.exc. Sc. Forms: 1 forho3ian, 
2 -huzian, 3 -howien, -hogien, -hujzien, 4-8 
forhue, 9 forhoo, forhooy, 8- forhow. [OE. 
Sorhogian, f. For- pref.) + hogzan to think, care.] 

+1. trans. To despise, scorn. Ods. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. ii. (1890) 102 Gif he ponne eow 
eac forhogie .. sy he ponne from eow forhogad. cx1160 
Hatton Gosp. Matt. xxiii. ro Peet 3e ne for-hu3zien znne of 
pissen lytlingen. a 1225 Ancr. R. 166 Worldliche binges to 
..forhowien. c12z30 Hali Meid. 25 Forhohe for to don hit 
pat he bunched uuel of. a@ 1300 Cursor M. 15107 (Cott.) We 
wend he had for-huud vs all. 

2. To forsake, quit. 

@1300 Cursor M. 23047 (Edin.) Pe formast raw. .pat sinne 
and sak for him forhuid. c¢ 1450 S?. Cuthbert (Surtees) 8258 
re fore saint dunstan he pursued Whils he englande for- 

ued. 1753 A. Murruy Gray’s-Inn Frnl. No. 39 Px It 
gives me muckle Trouble to see the English forehuing their 
Neest, and giving it up to the Cheeld of Israel. 1768 Ross 
Helenore 99 Ye did her so treach’rously forhow. _@ 1835 
Hoce Kilmeny xxiv, And the merl and the mavis forhooyed 
their young. 1871 W. ALExANDER Yohuny Gibb ii. (1873) 
15 The laird wud hae to forhoo’s bit bonny nest. 

Hence +Forhower, a forsaker. + Forhoght, 
contempt. 

a1300 £. E. Psalter cxviii. [cxix.] 22 Bere fra me vp- 
braidinge and for-hoghte. 1513 Douctas eis xu. i. 36 
3on ilk Troiane forhowar of Asya [desertorem Asiz]. 

+Forhwnger, v. Ods. [f. For- prefl + 
HUNGER vw. ; =Ger. verhungern.] trans. To make 
very hungry; to cause to die of hunger; to starve. 
Only in pa. pple. and pf/. adj. Forhungered. 

¢ 1200 ORMIN 11567 Iesu Crist forrhunngredd wass. ¢c 1275 
Lay. 23562 Mid ban wrecche folke pat lai bar for-hongered. 
1350 Will. Palerne 2515 Pei..eten at here ese, for pei were 
for-hungred. c1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 964 The knave..was 
for-ungrid sore. 148r Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 114 They 
..eten them lyke as they were forhongred hounds. 1 
F.S. Evuis Reynard 324 They..rob them like for-hungered 
hounds. 

+ Forhu'sh, v. Ods. Only in pa. t. forhuste. 
[f. For- prefil + 2? OE. hyscan to mock.] trans. 
To deride. 

¢ 1205 Lay. 2go2r Pe king heo for-husten, ; : 

+ Fo'ricate, v. zonce-wd. [f. L. forica a privy 
+ -ATE 3.] 

1615 Sir E. Hosy Curry-combe title-p., In answer to a 
lewd Libell lately foricated by Jabal Rachil. 

Foridled: see For- pref.! 9. 

Forinsec (ffrinsék), a. Ods. exc. Hist. Also 8 
erron. forensic. [ad. L. (servitium) forinsecum, 











FOREJUDGE. 


med.L. (adj.) f. L. forinsecus (adv.) out of doors, 
f. forts + secus, after the analogy of extrinsecus.] 

Only in forinsec service =‘ foreign service’: see 
FOREIGN @. 11. 

1741 CHAMBERS Cyc. s.v. Service, Forensic or extrinsic 
Service .. was a service which did not belong to the chief 
lord, but to the king. 1855 Bricuan Orig. Paroch. Scot. I. 
u1. 406 Every other service except the forinsec service of the 
king when required. 

Forinsec(k, -secal, obs. ff. FoRENSIG, -aL. 


+ Forinsecal, a. Ods. Also 6 forincy-, 
forynsicall, 6-7 forinsecall. [f. as prec. +-AL.] 
= FOREIGN a. in various senses; alien, extrinsic ; 
in, pertaining to, or coming from another country. 

1539 I. CHAPMAN in Chyvon. Gr. Friars (Camden Soc.) p. xvi, 
Not to follow the supersticious tradicions of ony foryncicall 
potentate or peere. c 1540 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camd. 
No. 29) I. 110 While they mayntained forinsecall battayles. 
1658 J. Ropinson Exdoxa 1, 126 All salts, whether vitriol or 
allum, whose encrease is by apposition of forinsecall matter. 
1659 D. Pett Jizpr. Sea Proem. B b, Who will say that this 
Act (under God) is not Englands safety from Forinsical 
Invasions? 1732 BrerKeLry Adciphr. 1. vi, They disdain 
all oxnpersl motives to it; and love Virtue only for Virtue’s 
sake. 


+ Forirk, v. Obs. [f. For- pref! +Inx.] zntr. 
To grow weary or disgusted. Const. of or ¢o with 
zn. 

e1250 Gen. & Ex. 3658 Of manna he ben for-hirked to 
eten. 1563 Mzrr. Mag., Hen. Dk. Buckhm. x\vi, His wife 
foreyrked [ed. 1587 foreyrking] of his raygne, Sleping in bed 
this cruel wretche hath slayne. Det ee: 

Forisfamiliate (foo:risfami'lije't), v. Czvzl 
and Sc. Law. Pa. pple. Sc. 7 -at, 9 -ate. [f. ppl. 
stem of med.L. forzsfamiliare, f. forts outside + 
Jamilia family.] (See quots.) 

1609 SKENE Peg. Maj. Table 80 Forisfamiliat the sonne is 
be the father, quhen the father giues to him ane certaine 
part of his heretage, and he is content therewith. 1754 
Erskine Princ. Sc. Law 1, (1809) 110 A child who gets 
a separate stock .. even though he should continue in the 
father’s house, may be said to be emancipated or foris- 
familiated. 1879 W. E. Hearn Aryan Househ. 132 A son 
was said to be foris-familiated if his father assigned to him 
part of his land and gave him seisin thereof. 1880 J. SkEL- 
Ton Crookit Meg: xiil. 157 ‘The lasses are a’ forisfamiliate. 

Fo:risfami:lia‘tion. The action of forisfami- 
liating (a son) ; also ¢razsf. 

1767 A. CampBELy Lexiph. (1774) 25 A forisfamiliation out 
of the universe. 1818 Scorr Rob Roy iii, My father could 
not be serious in the sentence of forisfamiliation. 1837 
Hatiam “7st. Lit. 111. iv. § 99. 399 That [period] of emanci- 
pation or foris-familiation. 

Forjeskit, f/e. Sc. [Cf For- pref] and 
DissaskeEt.] Jaded, tired out. 

1785 Burns 2nd Ep. to ¥. Lapraik ii, Forjesket sair, with 
weary legs. 1826 G. Beatriz Yohn o Arnha@ in Life 228 
The fiend, forjeskit, tried to ’scape. 

+ Forjou'st, v. Obs. [f. For- pref.1 + Joust v.] 
trans. ‘Vo overcome or overthrow in jousting. 

?a1400 Morte Arth. 1398 Syr Marschalle de Mownees.. 
ffore-justyde at that journee. «1440 Sir Degrev. 1897 At 
Portgaff was he slone, ffor-justyd with a Soudone. ¢1470 
Harpine Chron, cxtvit.xiii, He foriust the duke full manly. 
1470-85 Matory Arthur vil. xxxix, He foriusted alle that 
were there. i 

Forjudge, forejudge (fpidzv'dz), v. Also 
4-5 forjuge,(5 forjugge), 5-7 forjudge, 6-9 fore- 
judge. [In sense 1, ad. OF. for-, fors-, fourjugier, 
f. for(s-, For- pref.3+jugier JupGE-v. In sense 2 
the prefix seems to have been taken as For-1,] 

1. To exclude, oust, or dispossess by a judgement. 
Const. from, of, or with double obj. Obs. exc. in 
Law. 

{1292 Britton t. xiv. § 4 Si soint il forjugez de chescune 
ley et hors de nostre pes.] ¢ 1470 Harpinc Chron. Cx1v. xix, 
He was depriued of his estate. .Foriuged hole from [all] his 
magestee. 1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c. 16 It was enacted -. 
that John Duke of Norfolk .. shuld .. be .. forjuged of all 
honour. @1577 Sir T. Smirn Commw. Eng. (1609) 90 His 
lands. .in all cases of felony are commonly lost from him and 
his heires, if he be foreiudged, that is, condemned fora felon 
by the law. 1641 7ermes de la Ley 164 If an Attourney or 
other officer in any Court bee put out and forbidden to use 
the same, he is said to be forjudged the Court. 1642 
tr. Perkins’ Prof. Bk. v. § 432. 186 If..the tenant bringeth 
a Writ of Mesne against the Mesne, and forejudgeth him. 
1643 Prynne Sov. Power Pari. 1. 12 The same Justices were 
forejudged of their lives. 1765 BLackstone Come. I. 134 
It is enacted by the statute 5 Edw. III. c. 9. that no man 
shall be forejudged of life or limb, contrary to the great 
charter. 1883 F. Pottock Land Laws (1887) 25 When 
a man is forejudged of life and lands for cowardice in battle. 

+b. To prohibit (from). Obs. 

1675 Camden's Hist. Eliz. wv. 589 The Navigation of the 
English into those Parts would for the future be forejudged 
and wholly barred. 1697 Vzew Penal Laws 151 For the 
fourth shall be forejudged from ever keeping an Inn again. 

+2. To condemn judicially (¢o a penalty). Oés. 

1390 GowER Conf III. 192 Alisaundre .. a worthy knight 
Of sodein wrath and nat of right Forjuged hath. 1423 
Jas. I Kingis Q. iii, From estate, by fortune a quhile 
Foriugit was to pouert in exile. 1494 Fasyan Chyvov. vil. 
568 [They] were takyn as prysoners in the Towre of London, 
and soone after foriugyd, hanged, and hedyd. 1571 GoLpING 
Calvin on Ps. x\i.t ‘The greater part of men forjudge miser- 
able folk to destruction. 1752 Carte Hist. Exg. I11. 606 
She.. being already condemned and forejudged to die. 

Hence Forju'dging w0/. sd. 

1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. 11. iil. (1739) 20 No..fore- 
judging of Life. against the form of the Grand Charter. 


FORJUDGEMENT. 


+ Forjudgement. 00s. [a. OF. forjugement, 
f. forjugier to FoRJUDGE.] =next. 

153t Dial. Laws of Eng. u. xiii. 89a, It is comonly 
holden that if an enfant had nat ben excepted in the statute 
of foriugement, that the foriugement sholde haue bounde 
him. 1628 Coke Oz Litt. 11. vi. § 142. 100 The iudgement 
in case of foriudgement is [etc.]. 

Forjudger (fpidgv-dga1). Law. Also 5 for- 
jugger, 8-9 forejudger. fa. Anglo-Fr. /for- 
juger = OF, forjugier pres. inf. (see FORJUDGE 2.) 
used as sb.; cf. DEMURRER.] A judgement or 
sentence of deprivation, expulsion, or banishment. 
Applied sfec. to the ousting of a mesne lord by 
a writ of mesne. 

1496-7 Act 12 Hen. VII, c. 11 § 1 The seid Acte .. of .. 
forjugger and forfeiture. 1628 Coxe Oz Liz¢t, 11. vi. § 142. 
zoo Foriudger in that case is not given against his heire. 
1641 in Zermes de la Ley164. 1850 in Burritt Law Dict. 

transf. 1716 M. Davies Athen. Brit. 11. To Rdr. 23 The 
Insatiable Rich.. become Drum- and Trumpet-Proof to the 
sacred Forejudgers, Matz, 25. 41, 42, Luke 14. 13, 21 [ete.]. 
+ Forjure, forejure, v. Obs. [a. OF. for- 
jure-r = med.L. forisjurare, really two distinct 
words: (1) f. for-, For- pref.3 + jurer :—L. jurare 
to swear; (2) f. med.L. orcs prep. outside + 7u#ra 
laws, rights. ] 

1. ¢rans. To forswear; to abandon, abjure, quit. 

t6or F. Tate Househ. Ord. Edw. IT, § 90 (1876) 53 No 
man shalbe avantalour who hath forjured the Court. 

2. To exclude from civil rights. 

1647 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng, 1. \xix. (1739) 182 Bail 
shall not be allowed to Outlaws fore-jured. 

Fork (fk), sb. Also 1 forea, (myx-)force, 
3 pl. furken, 4-6 forcke, 4-7 forke, [OE. forca 
wk. masc., force wk. fem., ad. L. furca fem., fork 
(for hay, etc.), forked stake, gallows, yoke. 

The use of the word in Eng. was doubtless extended by 
the influence of the ONF. form forgue, fourque (Central OF, 
Jorche, fourche), from which some of the Eng. senses are de- 
rived, The L. word is found in nearly all the Rom. and Teut. 
langs.: cf. Pr. forca, Sp. horca, Pg. forca, It. furca, OHG. 
Jurcha (mod. Ger. furke), Du. vork, all chiefly in sense 
‘pitchfork’; also ON. forkr, forked stake.] 

I. A pronged instrument. 
1. An implement, chiefly agricultural, consisting 


of a long straight handle, furnished at the end with . 


two cr more prongs or tines, and used for carrying, 
digging, lifting, or throwing ; also with word pre- 


fixed indicating its use, as adigeime-, dung-, hay-,- 


etc. fork: see those words; also FIRE-FrorK, PrrcH- 


FORK, etc. 

¢ 1000 AitFric Hom.(Th.) 1.430 Da cwelleras. . wid-ufan mid 
heora forcum hine 6ydon. c¢ 1000 — Gioss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 
154 Furcilla, litel forca. @1310 in Wright’s Lyric P. 110 
Mon in the mone..on is bot forke is burthen he bereth, 
1382 Wycuir 1 Sam. xiii. 21 Eggys.. of diggynge yrens, 
and of forkis ..weren blunt. 1413 Piler. Sowle (Caxton 
1483) Ill. vill. 55 Suche folke..to bynde in fagottes and 
cast them with forkes into the fyre. 1523 Firzners. Husd, 
§ 24 A good husbande hath his forkes and rakes made 
redye in the wynter before. 1573 Barer Adv. F 892 
A Forke, or trout speare with three points, /usciva. 1573 
Tusser Husb. liii. (1878) t20 At Midsommer, downe with 
the brembles and brakes, and after, abrode with thy forks 
and thy rakes. 1700 DrypENn Cock & Fox 727 The crew, 
With forks and staves the felon to pursue. 1719 LonDoN 
& Wise Compl. Gard. vit. 196 We must use an Iron Fork to 
draw them out of the Nursery-Beds. 1784 Cowper 7ask 
mt. 479 Lightly, shaking it with agile hand From the full 
fork, 1860 DeLaMer K7tch. Gard. (1861) 16 A fork for tak- 
ing up potatoes, &c., and spreading dung. 

Jig. in Proverb. arzoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fork is 
often Rakes Heir, or after a scraping Father comesa scatter- 
ing Son. 1725 New Cant. Dict., Fork is also used for 
a Spendthrift, etc. 

+b. A similar implement used as a weapon. 

13.. K. Alis. 1191 Fiftene thousand of fot laddes, That .. 
hadde, Axes, speres, forkis, and slynges. 1598 GRENEWEY 
Tacitus’ Ann. 78 Some with poles or forks ouerthrew this 
sluggish lump: leauing them for halfe dead lying on the 
ground. 1678 tr. Gaya’s Arms of War 29 The Forks are 
the same with the common Forks, but they have little 
Hooks. 

+e. The forked tongue (popularly supposed to 
be the sting) of a snake. Odés. 

1603 Suaxs, Meas. for M. 111. i. 16 Thou dost feare the soft 
and tender forke Of a poore worme. 1605 — JZacé, Iv. i. 16. 

2. An instrument with two, three, or four prongs, 
used for holding the food while it is being cut, for 
conveying it to the mouth, and for other purposes 
at table or in cooking. For carving-, dessert-, fish-, 
pickle-, table-fork, etc. see those words. 

1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 40, I beqwethe to Davn John 
Kertelynge my silvir forke for grene gyngour. 1554 /ézd. 
147, I geve and bequeath my neighbot..my spone with 
aforke in theend. 1589 Pasgzil’s Ret, Diij, At the signe 
of the siluer forke and the tosted cheese, 1605 B. Jonson 
Volpone iv. i, Then must you learn the use And handling 
of your silver fork at meals. 1724 R. Fatconer Voy. (1769) 
65, I had in my Pocket a Knife and Fork, 1766 SmoLLerr 
Trav. 35 The poorest tradesman in Boulogne has .. silver 
forks with four prongs. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. vii, He 
laid down his knife and fork. 

b. Forks and knives: the name of the club- 


moss Lycopodium clavatum. 

1853 G. Jounston Nat, Hist, E. Bord, I. 257. 

8. Used in #/. for the prongs of a fork. Also 
transf. Cf. 12. 

1674 N, Cox Gent. Recreat. tv. (1677) 40 An Eel-spear .. 
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is made for the most part with three Forks or Teeth. 1702 
Appison Dial, Medals Wks. 1721 1. 447 A thunderbolt 
with three forks. 1767 H. Ke tty, etc. Badler I. 280 A 
couple of tushes that project a surprising way from the 
mouth, like the forks of,an elephant. 

b. fl. (slang). The fingers. Hence, a_pick- 
pocket (B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew ? a 1700). 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Forks, the two fore-fingers ; 
to put your forks down, is to pick a pocket. 1834 AINs- 
wortH Rookwood ut. v, No dummy hunter had forks so fly. 

4. A steel instrument with two prongs which, 
when set in vibration, gives a musical note; 
called more fully a tunzng-fork. 

1799 Younc in Phil. Trans. XC. 134 The fork was 
a comma and a half above the pitch .. of an imaginary C. 
¢1865 J. WyLpbe in Cz7c. Sc. 1. 275/1 If the fork be struck 
against any hard body. .its prong.. vibrates. 


II. Applied to various objects having two (or 
more) branches. 

+5. A gallows. Also f/. Cf. ForcHE 1 

[So OF. fourche(s, L. furca; the Roman gallows was 
originally of the shape A.]} 

c1205 Lay. 5720 pe furken [1275 forkes] weoren arzered, 
heo teuwen up ba 3isles, and heom per hengen. 1399 Pod. 
Poemrs (Rolls) 1. 379 He shulde have hadde hongynge on hie 
on the fforckis. 1596 DatrympLe tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1. 
z2r Lat him end his lyf vpon ane fork. @1680 BuTLeR 
Rem. II. 195 They had run through all punishments, and 
just ’scaped the fork. 

+b. Rom. Ant. Used to render L. furca, (a) 
the ‘yoke’ under which defeated enemies were 
made to pass as a token of their submission; (4) 
the forked stake used as a whipping-post. 

a 1616 Beaum. & Fi. Bonduca u. iv, The forks Where you 
shall have two lictors with two whips Hammer your hide. 
1618 Botton Floris 1. xvi. 48 Passing them naked under 
Forkes, or Gallowses. 1683 Drypen & LEE Dake of Guise 
Iv. v, We passed Like beaten Romans underneath the fork. 

6. A stake, staff, or stick with a forked end: a. 
as a prop fora vine or tree; b. a rest for a musket ; 
cf. Forcat. e@. (See quot.). dd. A@ning (Derby- 
sh.) : see quot. 1881. e. A divining-rod. 

a. 1389 Helmingham MS. 21. 17b, Forkis .. to bere up 
be vyne. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 423 Some have put two little 
Forks about the bottom of their Trees, to keep them up- 
right. 1816 Kratince Zrav. (1817) I. 43 The boughs.. 
propped up by forks. 

b. xs9x Garrarp Art Warre 7 To traine hys Forke or 
Staffe after hym whilest he..doth charge hys Musket. 

c. 1726 Gentlem. Angler 149 A Fork. Vide Rest [for 
a fishing rod]. 

. 1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. G iij b, If. .we think it will 
let the Forks settle when they come to be weighted, we put 
a Sill under them. 1881 Raymonp Mining Gloss., Fork .. 
apiece of wood supporting the side of an excavation in soft 
ground. 

"e. 1886 A, Wincuett Walks § Taiks Geol. Field 137 
Some .. even resorted to the witch-hazel fork [in ‘ prospect- 
ing’ for petroleum]. . 

7. Building. See quots. 1868, 1883. 

¢1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1. 522 Let make an hous for bestis 
. Of forkis, & of boord. 1792 Mastin Hist. Antig. Naseby 
9 The most antique architecture, called forked building, 
which forks are all of oak. 1841 Anc. Laws Wales 351 
Thirty pence is the value of every fork that shall support 
the roof tree. 1868 ATKinson Cleveland Gloss., Forks, the 
centres, in the timber-work of the roof of a shed, house or 
other building; commonly, ‘a pair of forks’. 1883 SEEBoHM 
Village Community 239 Their [the trees’] extremities bend- 
ing over make a Gothic arch, and crossing one another at 
the top, each pair makes a fork, upon which the roof-tree is 
fixed. These trees supporting the roof-tree are called gavaels, 
forks, or columns. 

+ 8. Anat. Fork of the throat or breast: app. the 
sternal bone together with the clavicles. Ods. 

[=med.L. furcula, OF . fourcelle ; the words seem to have 
been used very vaguely, and it is often impossible to deter- 
mine the exact sense. ] 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 316 For _brekyng of be forke of 
be prote and of be brest. ¢1535 Drewes Jutrod. Fr. in 
Palsgr. 900 The forke of the brest .. fowrcelle. 1639 DE 
Gray Compl. Horsem. 39 The Forke or Throat hath five 
[bones]. 

+9. The barbed head of an arrow. Ods. 

1605 Snaks. Lear t. i. 146 Make from the shaft. Aezt. Let 
it fall rather, though the forke inuade The region of my heart. 

O. In various technical uses. a. A piece of steel 
fitting into the socket or chuck of a lathe, used for 


carrying round the piece to be turned. 
1838 in Simmonns Dict. Trade. 
b. (also forks): see quot. 

1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin,, Belt Fork, ox Strap 
Fork, a pair of prongs standing out from a strap bar and 
enclosing a space within which the belt or strap ofa machine 
fitted with fast and loose pulleys runs. 1893 Labour Cone- 
mission Gloss., Forks. In mill sawing machinery the forks 
are two upright pieces of iron one on each side of the band 
moved by a lever to throw the band on or off the driving 
wheels, 

ce. The front or back projection of a saddle. 

1833 Ree. Instr. Cavalry 1. 46 The pummel or fore fork. 
Ibid. 42 The Blanket. .to be raised well into the fork. 

Ll. Mining. (See quots.) 

1778 Pryce Min. Cornub., Forcque, Fork, the bottom of 
the Sumph. Forking the water, is drawing it all out; and 
when it is done, they say..‘the Engine isin Fork’. 1 
R. B. Smytu Gold. Victoria 611 When a mine is in fork 
the bottom of the engine-shaft is clear of water. F 

12. [From the verb.] A forking, bifurcation, or 
division into branches; the point at which any- 
thing forks. Hence, each of the branches into 


which anything forks. a. gez. 








FORK. 


1398 Trevisa Barth. De P, R. v, xviii. (1495) 123 The 
endes of thyse bones ben departed and haue two forkes. 
1615 Crooxe Body of Man 375 Vhe forked values making 
certain gaping fissures betweene their forkes. 1674 N. Cox 
Gentl. Kecreat. Iv. (1677) 10 Those sixty Carps were from 
Eye to Fork from fifteen Inches to eighteen Inches. 1830 
Herscuer Stvd, Nat. Phil. 84 We cross the two first fingers 
of one hand, and place a pea in the fork between them. 

b. In the human body, the part at which the 
lower limbs proceed from the trunk. Also (szzg. 
and 7/.), the lower limbs themselves ; the lower half 
of the body. Cf. ForcHurs. 

1605 SHAKS. Lear Iv. vi. 121. 1631 [see CutniNG v8/, sb.]. 
1812 Examiner 12 Oct. 652/a, You are not long enough in 
the fork for the — dragoons. 1872 Baker Nile Tribut. xiv. 
234 The thigh, and entire leg from the fork to the ankle, 

e. The point at which a river divides into two, 
or the point of junction of two rivers; a branch or 
tributary. Chiefly U.S. 

1753, C. Gist Frnis. (1893) 80 We..got to the big fork of 
said river. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville (1849) 41 The 
fork of the Nebraska, where it divides itself into two equal 
and beautiful streams, 1839 Murcuison Szlu7. Syst. 1. xxix. 
372 N. and S. forks of the great estuary of Milford Haven. 
18.. Scenes Rocky Mts. 50 (Bartlett) Their village, at the 
Forks of the Platte. 1877 J. A. ALLEN Amer. Bison 515 
Great herds on the east fork of the Salmon River. 

d. of a road. 

1839-40 W. Irvine Wolfert’s R. (1855) 281 A fork in the 
road. 1860 Pusry Jinx. Proph. 241 Taking the fork where 
the ways parted, in order to intercept the fugitives. 1883 
Howarp Loads (ed. 3) 47 Here take the right hand fork. 

e. of a plant or tree. 

1776 WitHErinc Brit. Plants (1796) 11. 200 Fruit-stalk.. 
rising from the fork of the stem. 1843 Zoologist I. 228 The 
raven’s nest was placed in a fork .. of one of these trees. 
1871 G. Merepitu H. Richmond xv, Torches were struck 
in clefts of the trees, or in the fork of the branches. 

f. A flash (of forked lightning); a tongue of 
flame. 

1839 Tennyson Vivien 939 Dazzled by the livid-flickering 
fork. 1871 Patcrave Lyr. Poems 58 A fork of flame from 
Vesuvius Through his black cone went on high, j 

+13. fig. a. nonce-use. The union of two lines 

of descent. b. A dilemma, choice of alternatives ; 
also, a dichotomy, distinction. Ods. 
_ 1559 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Clarence vi, Of which two houses 
ioyned in a forke, My father. .was lawful heire beget. 21616 
Beaum. & Fi. Bloody Brother i. ii, There is a fork, sir, In 
death.. Man may be two ways killed. 1670 Hosses Behe- 
moth (1840) 214 Declining the force of true reason by verbal 
forks. . distinctions that signify nothing. 

14. Caudine Forks =. Furce or Furcule Cau- 
dinz:; proper name of a defile near Caudium, in 
Samnium, where the Romans were intercepted in 
the second Samnite war. Hence proverbially used 
for: A crushing defeat. 

1618 Botton Florus 1. xvi. 48 The most notable and 
famous foyle .. was received at the Forkes of Caudium, 
1781 J. Q. Apams in Fam. Lett. (1876) 403 The Romans never 
saw but one Caudine Forks in their whole history. Americans 
have shown the Britons two in one war. 

TIL. attrib. and Comb. 

15. a. objective, as fork-grinder, etc.; b. para- 
synthetic and similative, as fork-like, -shaped, 
-tongued adjs. ; fork-wise adv. 

1844-5 Dopp Dict. Manuf., s.v. Fork-making, The *fork- 
grinders are too often a reckless body of men. 1889 Daily 
News 11 Nov. 2/6 With the exception of the fork grinders 
there is no actual agitation. 16x11 CotGr., Hourcheure, 
A forkinesse..a *fork-like diuision. 1889 Daz/y News 9 Oct. 
5/5 They frequently fix the faces of the prisoners with fork- 
like irons towards the burning sun. 1835-6 Topp Cycd. 
Anat. I. 334/2 The vessel then passes between the clavicle 
and the *fork-shaped bone. 1636 MassinceR Gt. Dk. 
Florence 11. i, They .. Had trod on *fork-tongued adders. 
1541 R, CopLtanp Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg. D ij, The veynes 
. renne *forkewyse in two partyes. 1668 CULPEPPER & CoLE 
Barthol. Anat. 1. xvi. 40 Divided forkwise into two twigs. 

16. Special comb.: fork-beam JVaut. (see 
quot.); fork-beard, a name given to various 
fishes of the genus Phycis; fork-breakfast (see 
quot.) ; fork-carving a., that uses a fork in carv- 
ing; fork-chuck (Wood-turning), a chuck with 
two or more teeth: see quot. 1874 ; fork-fish, ?a 
kind of thornback; fork-moss, a kind of moss 
(Dicranum bryoides); fork-ribbed a., having 
ribs branching off like the prongs of a fork ; fork- 
shaft, the handle of a fork; fork-staff-plane, 
a kind of joiner’s plane used for working convex 
cylindrical surfaces; fork-way, a point where 
two roads meet or diverge, a fork; fork-wrench 
(see quot.). Also FoRK-HEAD, FORK-TAIL. 

c18s0 Rudin. Navig. (Weale) 95 *Fork-Beam, a forked 
piece of timber nearly of the depth of the beam, scarphed, 
tabled, and bolted, for additional security to the sides of 
beams athwart large openings in the decks. 1864 Coucn 
Brit. Fishes U1. 122 Lesser *Forkbeard. 1812 Sporting 
Mag. XXXIX. 163 Le dejeuner a la fourchette, or *fork- 
breakfast, is so called, because in eating meat you have 
occasion for a fork. 1882 H. C, MerivaLe Fazucit of 
B. u. xv, In this country .. the French midday fork- 
breakfast, is unknown, c¢1618 FLETCHER Q. Corinth iv. 
i, Your T beard .. doth express the enamour’d courtier, As 
full as your *fork-carving traveller. 184z Francis Dict. 
Arts, *Fork Chuck. 1874 Knicut Dict, Mech., Fork-chuck 
(Turning), a piece of steel projecting from the live spindle 
and carrying the front center and a pair of joints which 
enter the wood and rotate it. 160r Hottanp Pliny I. 261 
The Puffen or *Fork-fish. lieth in await..ready to strike 


FORK. 


the fishes that passe by with a sharpe rod or pricke that he 
hath. 1706 Puitutips, Mork-fish, a kind of Thorn-back, so 
call’d from its forked Tail. 1860 Gossz Rom. Nat. Hist. 
192 The sight of the *fork-moss would ever afterwards 
call up a vivid recollection of that desolate scene. 1858 
Carpenter Veg. Phys. § 196 As regards their leaves, the 
Cryptogamia may be characterised as *fork-ribbed. 164 
3est Harm, Bks. (Surtees) 34 Shorte *forke-shaftes made 
of seasoned ashe. 1848 A. B. Evans Leicester Words, 
Fork-shaft, handle of a fork, whether pitchfork or any 
other. 1816 J. Smitn Panorama Sc. §& Art I. 111 A plane 
..-With a concave sole, is also distinguished by the name of 
a *fork-staff-plane. 1819 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. 
XLVII. 308 Hecate, Luna, Diana, who meet in a fork. 
way. 1874 Knicut Dict, Mech., *Fork-wrench, a spanner 
with two jaws which embrace a nut or square on a coupling. 


Fork (fik), v.  [f. prec.] 
1. zxtr. To form a fork ; to divide into branches, 
divaricate. Oflightning: To play forkedly. Also 


with away, off, or out. 

1598 Sytvester Du Bartas u. ii. 1. Noah 243 Adam's 
Trunk (of both-our Worlds the Tree) In two faire branches 
forking fruitfully. 1796 H.Huntertr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. 
(1799) I. 239 Others [trees] ascend vertically, and..fork off 
in various tiers, 1808 J. Bartow Columé. v. 276 The flames 
fork round the semivault of heaven. 1840 Frnl. R. Agric. 
Soc. 1. 1v. 419 The parsnip..forks away into fingers. 1847 
AnsteD Anc. World viii. 170 Rays..forking off towards 
the end. 18gr Maynr ReIp Scalp Hunt. xli, The lightning 
forked and flashed. 1853 Puitties Rivers Vorksh. ix. 240 
Here the road forked. 

b. Of corn: To sprout. 

1707 Mortimer H7zsé. 265 Throw the frozen outsides into 
the middle till the Corn begin to fork and warm in the Couch. 
1725 BrapLtey Mam, Dict. s.v. Malt. 

+2. fig. a. Of witnesses: To disagree in their 
testimony. b. Of the tongue [after F. fourcher]: 
To stumble, trip. Ods. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 16074 (Cott.) In pair aun sagh pai said, 
oft-sith for-kid bai. /dzd. 17754 (Gott.) pai did baa thre men 
pan to sunder, And askid seluen ilkan sere, Oo pair forking 
fain wald bai here. 1652 Urquuart Yewel Wks. (1834) 265 
Philoplutaries, my tongue forks it, I have mistaken. .one 
word for another, I should have said Philosophers. 

3. trans. To make or put into the form of a fork ; 
to make fork-shaped. | Zo fork the fingers: to 
extend them towards a person as a mark of con- 
tempt. 

1640 Witts Recreat. Cij, His wife.. Behind him forks her 
fingers. 1668 CuLpeprpeR & Cote Barthol. Anat. 1. viii. 
315 The Ramus Iliacus is forked out on each side. 1774 
Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) VII. 348 The tail. .is forked into 
two horns. 1816 J. Smita Panorama Sc. & Art 1. 376 
A lever..which is forked at the lower part to receive the 
pendulum, 1816 Byron Ch. Har. 11. xcv, The mightiest of 
the storms .. through these parted hills hath fork’d His 
lightnings, 1817 CoLeripcE Bog. Lit. 289 Bertram. .stands 

. with his lower limbs forked. 

Jig. 1683 Dryvpen & Lee Dk. of Guise ww. iii, Angel- 
traitors..lorked into ills, and split into deceits. 

4. To raise or move with or as with a fork; 
to dig, take, or throw 7, owt, up, etc., with 
a fork. d 

1802 A. Kirkwoop J/vn/. in Memz. (1856) 24, I. .forked some 
hay for Mr. Black. 1829 Rep. Doncaster Commission, Bone 
Manure 30 Fold manure..should be forked up to a con- 
siderable height. 1833 M. Scorr Tom Cringle xv, Bang... 
was gobbling his last plantain, and forking up along with it 
..Slices of cheese. 1846 J. Baxrer Libr. Pract. Agric. Il. 
19t The ancient practice of forking out each parsnip from 
the ground. 1850 Kincstey Ad/. Locke xi, He .. set to 
work forking up some weeds on a fallow. 1851 GLENNY 
Handbk. Fl. Gard, 24 The border should be prepared .. b 
forking in some peat. 1858 — Gard. Every-day Bk. 75/: 
The beds should now be forked over. 1882 Tennyson Pro- 
mise of May 1, And youan’ your Sally was forkin’ the hady. 

Jig. 1647 Trapp Mellif. Theolog. in Comm. Epfist. 
643 He leaves it [his wealth] to a prodigall, that..forks it 
abroad, as fast as the miser his father raked it together. 
(Cf. Fork sé. 1 fig.) 1828 Lannor Jmag. Conv, III. 101 
Society is not yet trodden down and forked together by you, 
into one and the same rotten mass. 

absol. 1683 J. Erskine Fri. 11 Sept. (1893) 16, I was 
seeing the corn cut in the barnyard and whiles forking. 

5. transf. (collog. or slang.) a. To fork out or_ 
over: to give up, hand over, pay. 

1831 TreLawny Adv. Younger Son. xxxvi, Fork out some- 
thing better than this. 1865 Dickens Mut. Fy. m. i, Fork 
out yoyr balance in hand. 1883 Harfer's Mag. Aug. 486/1 
He forked over the money. 

absol. 1856 Reape Never too Late lv, See it for twenty- 
four hours or I won't fork out. 1875 A. R. Horr My 
Schoolboy Fr. 154 I'll tell Vialls if you do not fork out. 

b. (U.S.) See quots. 

1839 Marryar Diary Amer, Ser. 1. 11.231, I heard a young 
man..in Vermont, say, .. ‘ Well, how he contrived to fork 
into her young affections, I can’t tell’, 185r B. H. Hatt 
College Wads., Fork on. At Hamilton College, to fork on, 
to appropriate to one’s self. 

6. intr. (collog.) To protrude awkwardly. 

1882 Fraser's Mag. XXV. 532, I noted a number of heads 
forking over the side of the ship. 1890 W. C. Russert 
Ocean Trag. II. xiv, 20 He came slowly forking up through 
the hatch. did. xix, 133 Leathery noses forking up out of 
a hedge of whisker. 

7. slang. (trans.) To fork a person: to pick his 
pocket. Cf. Fork 5d. 3. 

arjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Let's fork him, \et us Pick 
that Man's Pocket. 1785 in Grose Dict. Vulg. Tongue. 

8. intr. (Sc.) To look out, strive for (something). 

1681 Corvit Whigs Supplic. (1710) 73 That Pauls Iniqui- 
ties, mystery working, Was men, then for precedency 
forking. 1825-80 Jamieson s.v. Forking, ‘¥Forkin’ for 
siller’ ; ‘Forkin’ for a job. 
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9. Mining. (trans.) To pump (a mine) dry; to 
remove (water) by pumping. Cf. Fork sd. 11. 

1702 SAvERY Miner's Fr. 56 What signifies your Engine 

. 1f it be not capable of Sinking or Forking an Old 
Mine. 18589 Times 27 Apr., He had forked the heaviest 
waters in the whole country. 1869 West. Daily Mercury 
20 Mar., They have resolved on forking the water. 1893 
Pall Mail G. 14 Jan. 2/t The mine has been ‘ forked’. 


Forkals, 2/. jocular. [f. ForK sb.+-au.] Legs. 


1828 Sporting Mag. XXIII. 33 The piece of mahogany 
under which my old forkals had so merrily rested. 


Forked (fpikt), f/. a. [f. Fore 50. +-ED 2.] 
1, Having a fork or fork-like end; shaped like a 


fork, bifurcate, branching. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 18843 (Cott.) Forked fair be chin he bare. 
¢1386 Cuaucer Prod, 270 A Marchant..with a forked berd. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. xxii. 428 The swalowes 
..tayles ben forkyd as a payr of sherys. c 1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 158 Pat opere partie of be veyne passip to pe arm 
hoolis & pere he is forkid. 1534 FirzHers. H2sd, § 21 
He hatha forked stycke a yarde longe. 1597 SHaks. 2 Hen. 
IV, ut. ti. 334 Hee was, for all the world, like a forked 
Radish, with a Head fantastically caru’d vpon it. 1667 
Mitton P. LZ. x. 518 Hiss for hiss returnd with forked 
tongue To forked tongue. 1692 Lond. Gaz. No. 2830/4 
Stolen..2 silver Spoons, a Fork, 2 small Spoons forkt. 
1729 ‘I’. Cooke Tales, etc. 40 Forked Light’nings fright the 
World below. 1821 Crare 722. Minstr. 1. 53 On two forked 
sticks with cordage tied, Their pot o’er pilfer’d fuel boils 
away. 1861 Miss Pratr lower. Pl. I. 3 A stem is termed 
forked when it divides into two branches of equal, or nearly 
equal size. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 24 Arabis .. with 
forked or stellate hairs. 1887 BowEn Virg. A?neid 11. 211 
Forked tongues are flickering seen. 
jig. 1649 G. Daniet Trinarch., Hen. IV, xvii, Thus 
forked Novelty Spreads. 

b. Of a road: Making a fork ; having two or 
more diverging branches. 

1525 Lp. Berners /ozss. 1. xci. [Ixxxvii.] 271 When we 
had rydden a ii. leages, we came to a forked waye. 1600 
Hotianp Livy xxxviul. xlv. (1609) 1orr At every forked 
high way leading on both hands. 1633 Gate of Tongues 
Uni. 114 A forked way or carfax is deceitfull. 1888 J. 
Payn Myst. Mirbridge iii, They came to the forked road, 

e. Of a mountain: Divided at the summit, cleft. 

1606 Suaxs. Ant. §& Cl. 1v. xiv. 5 Sometime we see..A 
forked Mountaine, or blew Promontorie. @1628 Sir J. 
Beaumont 70 Muses 2 in Bosworth F. (1629) 9 Sweet Sounds 
are raised upon the forked Hill Of high Parnassus. 1821 
SHELLEY Prometh, Und. 1. i, Yon forked and snowy hill. 

+d. of a mitre. 

1s09 Barciay Ship of Folys (1874) II. 279 No wyse man 
is desyrous to obtayne The forked cap without he worthy 
be. 1545 BrinkKLtow CompZ. 4 Banysshed my natyue contry 
..by the cruelty of the forkyd cappes of Ingland. 1641 
Mitton Ch, Govt, vi. (1851) 128 She .. sends her haughty 
Prelates from all parts with their forked Miters. 

e. Her. =Forcu&. (Robson Srit. Her. 1830). 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. cvja, A certan forkyd cros.. 
hit is called forkyd : for as moch as that all thendys of hit 
ar clouyn and forkyd. 


f. Having (a specified number of) forks or 


prongs, as ¢hree-forked. 

1535 COVERDALE 1 Sam. ii. 13 A three forked fleshoke. 
1583 STANYHURST Zxezis 1. (Arb.) 59 With toonge three 
forcked furth spirts fyre. @1628 F. Grevitte Monarch 
dclii, To stirre, or calm the ocean’s race, As royalties of his 
[Neptune’s] three-forked mace. 1887 Bowen Virg. Atneid 
II. 475 Some viper. .darting a three-forked flickering tongue. 


+g. Of an arrow: Barbed. Ods. 

1549 Stourton Let. in Wilts. Arch. Mag. (1864) VIII. 
296 His crosse bow bent, and forked arrow in the same. 
161z Coter., Her de fleiche & oretlles, a forked or barbed 
arrowe head. 1673 DryDEN Ass7gvation un. i, 1am wounded 
with a forked Arrow, which will not easily be got out. 

2. Having the lower half of the body divided ; 
two-legged. 

1605 Suaxs. Lear. iv. 113 A poore, bare, forked Animall 
as thou art. 1771 Exmoor Scold. 48 Thee wut come oll 
a gerred, and oll horry zo vurs tha art a vorked [=i-forked]. 

3. Of building: Characterized by the use of 
‘forks’ (see For«K sé. 7). 

1792 J. Mastin Hist. Naseby 9 Some [houses] .. of the 
most antique architecture, called forked building. 

4., Horned; also sfec. of deer: see quot. 1674. 

1591 SyivesterR Dz Bartas 1. iv. 476 The more she [the 
Moon] Fills her Forkéd Round. 1598 /é/d. u. i. 11. Furies 
600 With fisking train, with forked head, and foot Himselfe, 
th’ Ayre, th’ Earth, he beateth. 1674 N. Cox Gen¢Z. Recreat. 
(1677) 1.13 Heads having doubling Croches, arecalled Forked 
Heads, because the Croches are planted on the top of the 
Beam like Forks. 

b. ‘Horned’, ‘cornuted’, cuckolded. A hntght 
of the forked order: a cuckold. 

1586 ‘I’. B, La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 455 Thou puttest 
thy selfe in great danger, least thy rounde heade become 
forked. 1592 GreENE Disfut, Wks. (Grosart) X. 257 Let 
him dub her husband knight of the forked order. 1639 Mayne 
City Match in Dodsley O. P/. (1780) IX. 373 And I am 
fork’d? hum! x73 F, Kirkman Unlucky Citizen 95, 1 
should be sure to be dubb’d a knight of the forked order. 

+5. Of an argument, etc.: ‘That points more than 
one way; containing a dilemma ; ambiguous, equi- 
vocal. Ods. 

15st Be. Garpiner 2 xplication 80 b, What hath this auctor 
wonne nowe by his forked question? 1604-13 R. Cawpry 
Table Alph. (ed. 3), Dilemma, a forked kinde of argument, 
1605 B. Jonson Volfone 1. i, Giue forked counsel; take pro- 
uoking gold On eyther hand, and put it vp. 1663 J. SpENcER 
Prodigies (1665) 324 To this forked Objection I return these 
five considerations. 1681 Crowne Hen, VJ, 1v. 46 Must 
Justice starve because we want a Lawyer's forked distinc- 
tions to feed her neatly with? 














FORELESS. 


+b. Of a fee: Taken from both partiesin a suit. 

1648 Herrick Hesfer, (1869) 216 Ere thy palm shall know 
A postern-bribe took, or a forked-fee To fetter Justice. 

6. Done with a fork. once-use. 

1611 Coryat Crudities 9t To imitate the Italian fashion 
by this forked cutting of meate. 

7, ellipt. for forked-headed or -tazled. 

1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat, .(1677) 161 The Forked Kite 
and bold Buzzard. 1769 PENNANT Zoo/.(1776) I11. 170 Forked 
Hake .. is known on the coast of Cornwall by the name of 
the great forked beard, where it was first discovered by Mr. 
Jago. 1864 Coucn rit. Wishes 111. 125 Forked Hake. 

8. Comé.; parasynthetic and similative, as forked- 
wise ady.; also +forked-beard = fork-beard; 
forked-head, a forked or barbed arrow, a fork- 
head; forked-tailed a., having a forked tail ; esp. 
in the names of birds (cf. fork-cad/ed). 

1713 Ray Syu. Pisc. 163 The great *Forked-beard. Jdid. 
164 The lesser Forked-beard. 1574 J. Fortescue in Hist, 
Lam. of F. (1869) II. 228 Arrows. .as well *forked-heads as 
others. 1600 SHaxs. A. Y. Z. 1. i. 24 It irkes me the poore 
dapled fooles..Should..with forked heads Haue their round 
hanches goard. 1586 J. Heywoon Spider & F. xxxi. 95 A 
sorte of *forkte tailde flise. 1691 Ray Creation (x70%) 167 
The fork’d-tail’d Kite. 1843 Yarrett Srit, Birds I11. 520 
The Forked-tailed Petrel. 1586 Lupron Thous. Notable 
Th. (1675) 23 Children with a cloven upper lip, and *forked- 
wise, called an Hare-lip. 2 

Hence Fo'rkedly adv., in a forked manner; 


Fo'rkedness, the condition of being forked. 

1603 Dekker Wonderf. Veare E iv, Tongues forkedly cut. 
61x Corcr., Hourcheure ..forkednesse. a@1665 GoopwIN 
Wks. (1692) III. 601 The forkedness of the Arrows. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) VI. 50 Sally. .snapt her fingers 
at me, and pointing two of each hand forkedly at me, bid 
me [etc.]. 1789 G. WHITE Selborne xviii. (1843) 230 Distin- 
guished..by the length and forkedness of their tails. 188 
Durrietp Don Quix. II. 555 [She] flung her body..across 
the saddle, and remained forkedly, as if she had been a man, 

Forken (fp:ik’n), a. Obs, exc. dial. In 8-9 
dial. forkin, [f. ForK sd. + -pn 5, or after str, 


pa. pples.] Forked. /orken-robin, the earwig. 

1603 KnotLtes Hist. Turks (1638) 52 He had a forken 
beard and bald head. 1691 Ray WV. C. Words, Forkin- 
vobbin, an earwig ; called from its forked tail. Soin BAILEY 
(1721) and Atkinson Cleveland Gloss. (1868). 

Forker (ffkor). [f. For v.+-ER 1] 

+1. =Fork sd. 2; perh. mispr. for ForKEr. Ods, 

@ 1603 T. Cartwricut Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) 416 
The Italians now take their meate with a forker. 

2. One who forks; a. One who throws up (hay, 
etc.) with afork. b. slang. (See quot. 1867). 

1641 Best Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 35 One of the men is 
a loader, the other a forker. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., 
forkers, those who reside in seaports for the sake of steal- 
ing dockyard stores, or buying them, knowing them to be 
stolen. 

+3. Something forked: a. A forked tongue, a 
‘sting’. b. A forked arrow, a fork-head. Oés. 

1589 Nasue Martins Months Minde Wks. (Grosart) I. 155 
His arrowes all are forkers. 1616 J. LANE Contin. Sgr.’s T. 
ix. 388 A..snake..crawld vp her to stinge, with forker blewe. 
¢ 1640 J. Smytu Lives Berke/eys (1883) 1. 205 An vnderkeeper 
. with a forker out of his Crosbowe slewe one Oliffe. 

+4. slang. To wear a forker: to be ‘cornuted’. 

1606 Marston Partsitaster u. i, Why? my lord, tis nothing 
to weare a forker. 

5. ((In Suffolk, an unpaired partridge.’ F. Hall.) 

1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 4 They [? flying fish] .. 
flye as far as young Partridges, that are forkers. 

+ Forket. Os. Also 5 forkette. [? f Fork sd, 
+-ET; cf. F. fourchette table-fork.] 

1. A small fork. Also, a prong of a fork. 

1583 HoLtyBanp Campo di Fior 209 Picke not thy teeth 
with a forkette. 16xx Cotcr., Yourcheon, a forket ; the 
tooth, or graine of a forke. 

2. (See quot.) 

1708 Phil. rans. XXVI.78 Fossils.. Bidentula. TheForket. 

Forkful (ffkful). [f. Fork 5d.+-ruu.] As 
much as may be lifted on a fork. 

1641 Best “arm. Bhs, (Surtees) 36 Forkers are to bee fore- 
tolde that they give upp goode forkefulls. 1768 Case of }. 
Ruffle 3 He would rather they should cheat him of a forkful 
..of corn, 1882 Garden 14 Jan. 31/2 Putting a forkful of 
long manure on the corners, 

Fo'rk-head. 

+1. An arrow with barbed head. Oés. 

1590 Spenser /. Q. ut. vy. 19 ‘Through his haberjeon the 
forkehead flew. 

2. Mech, a, (see quot. 1874); b. =CRoss-TalL, 

1839 [see Cross-TaiL]. 1874 Knicut Dict, Mech., Fork- 
head, the double head of a rod which divides in order to 
form a connection by means of a pin. 

+ Forkin. Ods. rare—'.  [a. OF. fourguon 
of same meaning.] ? A baker’s shovel. 

c1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 808 Hec fala, a forkyn. 

Porking (ffakin), vd/. sb. [f. Forx v, + -1nG1.] 
The action of the yb. Forx. 

@ 1300 [see Fork v. 2a], 1866 Geo. Evtor /, Holt xxxiii, 
At this forking of the street there was a large space. 1 
Bower & Scorr De Bary’s Phaner. 314 Where the branch- 
ing appears and remains as a forking of the main axis. 

Forking (fpkin), pf/. a. [f. Fork v. + -1NG?,] 
That forks ; characterized by forking. 

185 Gienny Handbk. Fl. Gard. 221 A forking .. habit 
of growth. 1877-84 F. E. Hutme Wild 7. p. vi, Stems 
forking. 1892 B/ackw. Mag. Apr. 549 A forking creek, 

Forkless (fiklés), a. [f. Fork sd, + -LEss.] 
Without a fork. (Worcester (1846) cites Phil. Mag.), 


FORK-TAIL. 


Fork-tail, a. and sé. 
+A. adj. =forked-tail(ed. Obs. 

1611 Frorio, Yod/o, an eare-wig..or fork-taile vermine. 
B. sd. 

1. (See quot. 1753). 

1753 CHAMBERS S72fp., orktail..a name given to the 
salmon, while in the fourth years growth. 1818 in Topp. 
1861 Act 24 § 25 Vict.c.109. § 4 Salmon. .known by the names 
.-blue pole, fork tail..or by any other local name. 

2. (See quot. 1893). 

1893 Newton Dict. Birds, Forktail, of old time used in 
England for the Kite, but now applied in India to the birds 
of the genus Henicurus. 

Hence Fork-tailed a., having a forked tail; 


used in the names of birds, etc. (cf. forked-tazled). 

1694 J. Ray in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 200 A kind of 
fork-tail'd..sea-swallow. 1828 Sir J. S. Sesricur Hawking 
44 The fork-tailed kites were much flown, some years ago. 
1868 Woop Howes without H.v. 103 The Fork-tailed Date 
Shell (Lithodonus caudigera), 


+ Forkulie, v. Ods. [Of unknown formation.] 
tvans. To blacken by heat. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 50 Pe blake clod bitockned pet te sode 
sunne, bet is Iesu Crist, haued widuten vorkuled ou. Zdid. 
306 Ure inwit, uorkuliinde hire suluen mid pe fure of sunne. 

Forky (ffki), a. [f. Fork sd,+-¥1.] 

1. Shaped like a fork, forked. 

[1508 (see Forcy : the sense is not clear).] 

1697 DrypENn Virg. Georg. ut. 666 A Snake. .brandishing 
his forky Tongue. @ 1700 — Ovid's Met. 1. 425 Parnassus 
whose forky rise Mounts thro’ the clouds. 1727 Swirr 
Circumcision E. Curll Wks. 1755 III. 1. 166 A meagre man 
with a..black forky beard. 1762 FaLconer Shipwr. 1. 256 
A skilful marksman o’er his head suspends The forky 
prongs. 1808 Scotrr Marmz. 1. viii, The last .. On high his 
forky pennon bore. @1851 D. Moir Szx Eliduc Poet. Wks. 
1852 II. 192 The tree by the forky lightnings scathed. 

b. fg. and allusively. 

1joz Watts “pit, Will. ITI, x, Slander gnaw her forky 
tongue. 1821 Byron Cazz 1. i. 227 Those he spake to with 
his forky tongue. 

2. Comb., as forky-tongued adj. 

1727 Watts Poems (1743) 235 Cares never conie With.. 
Malice forky-tongued. 

Hence Fo'rkiness, the condition of being forky. 

1611 CorGr., Hourcheure, a forkinesse. 1766 PENNANT 
Zool. (1768) 11. 242 The house swallow is distinguished from 
all others by the superior forkiness of its tail. 


Forlaboured, -laden: see For- pref! 6, 6b. ; 


+ Forlai‘n, #//. a. Also 6 Sc. forlane. 


a [pa. 
pple. of Foruiz v.] 

I. 1. Of a woman: That has lost her chastity. 
Also, as a term of abuse for either sex. 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 462/6 A womman .. that was sunful 
and for-lein. ¢1450 Henryson Test. Cres. 140 Now allace! 
that seid with froist is slane, And I fra luifferis left and all 
forlane. [But this may belong to sense 2.] 1508 Dunsar 
Tua Marut Wemen 137 That carybald forlane. 

II. 2. App. used for: (? Laid aside), forgotten. 

¢ 1320 Sir Tristr. 1586 Tristrem, bis bef is he, pat may be 
nou3t for lain. [¢1450: see under sense 1.] 1560 RotLaAND 
Crt. Venus ww. 496 All faltis bygane .. He did or said. .Be 
quite for3et, ouirsene, and all forlane. 

+ Forla:nce, v. Ods. [?a. OF. *forlancer to 
throw out (in mod.F. sfec. to drive out an animal 
from his lair), f. for-, For- pref-3 + lancer to throw, 
Launc.] zr. or adsol. To throw out. 

13.. Gaw. § Gr. Knut. 1334 Pen brek pay pe bale, pe balez 
out token, Lystily forlancyng. 

Forlapped : see For- fref.! 6b. 

+ Forlay’, v. Ods. [f. For- pref.l + Lay v.] 
trans. To lay aside. ; 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 24328 (Cott.) We stemmed still als stan, 
Pof lijf was vs for-laid. 

Forlay : see FoRELAY. 

+ Forlea‘d, v.1 Obs. [OE. forlédan, f. For- 
pref. + ledan: see Leap v.; cf. OS. farlédean 
(Du. verleiden), OHG. far-, fir-, forleitan (Ger. 
verleiten).| trans. To mislead, seduce. 

Beowulf 4084 (Gr.) Hie forleddan to pam lindplegan 
sweese Zesidas. ¢ 1000 /ELFric Gram. xlvii.(Z.) 277 Seduco, 
ic bepace odpe forlede. ¢1275 Lay. 1333 For hire workes 
beop so swete pat fale men [heo] for-ledeb. c¢ 1315 SHORE- 
HAM 164 The fendes privé gyle The man for-ledde. 

+ Forlea‘d, v.2 Ods. [f. For- pref2+ Luan v.] 
trans. To lead forward, lead before. Hence For- 
leading wd/. sb. 

a1300 EZ. EL. Psalter cxxxi[i]. 17 Pethen sal I for-lede 
[Vulg. Aroducam] David horn. 1387 TRevisa Higdex (Rolls) 
I. 29 By such forledynge [L. Ais previis). 

+ Forlea‘ve, v. Ods. [f. For-pref.1 + Luavev.; 
=OHG. firleiben.] trans. To leave behind, give 
up, abandon, forsake, depart from. 

1225 Juliana 33 Ich am wilcweme ne forleaf bu me nawt 
luuiende lauerd. ¢ 1325 Poem Times Edw. II 374 in Pol. 
Songs (Camden) 340, I drede me that God us hath for-laft 
out of his hond. ¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. metr. iii. 5 (Camb. 
MS.) Dirknesses for-leften me. c1440 Hyiton Scala Perf. 
(W. de W. 1494) 1. xxxviii, In a lityll I forlefte the. 

Forlength: see For- pref! 9. 

+ Forle're, v. Obs. [OE. forléran, f. For- 
pref. + leran Luruv. to teach.] trans. To teach 
wrongly, pervert, seduce. 

a1o00 Andreas 1364 (Gr.) Du leoda feala forleolce and 
forlerdest. c1z00 7rin, Coll, Hom. 29 Pat is pe flesliche 
lust pe mankinne forlered, and al hit is bi pe deuel bat 
men pus forlerede. a@1zg0o Owl § Night. 924 That thi 
dweole song heo ne for-lere, 
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+ Forle‘se, v. Os. Forms: Znjin. 1 forléo- 
san, 2—3 -leosen, 3 -losen, -lesen, 4-5 -lese, (6 
Se. -leir). Pa. t. 1 forléas, Vorthumb. -léos, fl. 
-luron, 3 forleas, (2nd pers. sing. forlure), 3-4 
forles, 6-7 forlore, Sc. forloir. /a. pple. 1-4 
forloren, 4 orth. forlose(n, -in, 4-8 forlorne, 
6-7 forelorn(e, 3-9 forlore, (5 forlo(o)r, 6 Sc. 
forloir, 8 forelore), 3- forlorn. [OE. /orléo- 
san, pa. t. forléas, pl. forluron, pa. pple. forloren ; 
= OF ris. forliasa, -liesa, OS. far-, forleosan, -liosan, 
OHG. far-, fer-, for-, furleosan, -liosan (MG, 
verlvesen, Ger. verlieren), Goth. fraliusan; f. 
For- pref.! + -/éosan, ME. lesen: see LESE 2. 

After 15th c. only in pa. pple., and (rarely) in the new forms, 
inf. (Sc.) forleir, pa. t. forlore (Sc. forloir).] 

l. ¢rans. To Losn, in various senses. 

Beowulf 2861 (Gr.) Akt bam zeongum. .Ppam pe er his elne 
forleas. cx1x75 Land. Hom. 83 Mon hefde uorloren efre 
stephne bi-uore gode. c120g Lay. 213 Creusa .. be Eneas 
his fader in Troie for-leas. a 1225 Ancr. R. 246 Pe weorreur 
of helle mei longe asailen ou, & forleosen al his hwule. a1250 
Owl §& Night, 815 An so for-lost the hund his fore. a 1300 
Cursor _M. 714 \Cott.) To win pe blis he had forlosin. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. iv. pr. iv. 100 (Camb. MS.) Vif pat 
a man hadde al for-lorn hys syhte. c1430 Hymns Virg. 124 
Thy honde warke pat pou hast wrowyth, My dere son, for- 
lese hem nowhte! c1460 Zowneley Myst. (Surtees) 188 My 
right ere I have forlorne. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. 
Osor. 322b, It may seeme we have..forlorne all mercy 
and compassion. 1600 Fairrax Tasso vu. i, Her feeble hand 
the bridle raines forlore. 1663 Rodin Hood & Curtal Friar 
xiii. in Child Ballads v. cxxiil. (1888) 124/1 Carry me over 
the water..Or else thy life’s forlorn. 

2. To destroy, cause to perish, cut off. 

a 1000 Cxdmon’s Gen. 1281 (Gr.) He wolde..forleosan lica 
Sehwilc. c1z00 Vices § Virtues (E. E. T.S.) 73 Gif he 
[a pot] Sar inne bersted and brekd, he is forloren and sone 
ut-3eworpen. ¢ 1250 Gen. § Ex. 1143 Do meidenes..wenden 
. Oat man-kinde were al for-loren. 1390 Gower Conf. I. 314 
Thus they that comen first to-fore Upon the rockes ben for- 
lore. 1560 RoLtanp Crt. Venus 11. 274 Becaus Diomeid 
wald forleir The fers Troians, 1614 SytvestEeR Bethulia’s 
Rescue vi. 175 For the God of Power Th’ Assyrian Forces 
hath this Night forlorn. 1664 /lodden #. 1,2 Worthy Lords 
by him forlorne. 

b. zxtr. for refl. To perish, come to nought. 

a1225 St. Marher. 3 Ne ne let tu neauer mi sawle 
forleosen wid pe forlorne. a1225 Leg. Kath. 2254 Nalde 
nawt godd leoten his martirs licomes liggen to forleosen. 

c. trans. To bring to ruin, put to shame, con- 
found ; also, to lead astray to one’s ruin. (Usually 
in passive.) 

c1200 Trin. Coll, Hon. 5 Forleted yure synne. bat 3e ne 
ben ifunden on sunne and swo forlorene. a1300 Z, L. Psalter 
cexliifi]. 12 And for-lese my faas in merci pine. c¢1400 
Melayne 77 Late never my sawle be forlorne. @a1471 Pol. 
Poems (Rolls) II. 241 Unavysyd clerk soone may be forlore 
Unto that theef [Simony] todonne obeysaunce. 1578 Gude 
& Godlie Ballates 193 Lowse me or I be forloir And heir my 
mone. 1591 SPENSER Vzs, Worlds Vanitie vi, O ! how great 
vainnesse is it then to scorne The weake, that hath the 
strong so oft forlorne ! 

3. To leave, abandon, desert, forsake. 

c1460 Pol. Rel. §& L. Poents (1866) 97 The order of preest- 
hode he has forlorne. 1590 SpENSER /. Q. 111. ix. 52 Her 
frail witt, that now her quite forlore, 1600 Fairrax Tasso 
11. Ixxvi, The birds their nests forlore. 

Hence Forle-sing v/. sb., loss, perdition. 

1340 Ayenb. 156 Uor pet me be-uly3t hire folye and hire 
uorlyezinge. Jd7d. 243. 


+ Forle't, v.1 Ods. Forms: see Levy. Also 
pa. pple. 7 erron. forlitt. [OE. forlétan, f. For- 
pref. +letan Let vl; =OS. forldtan (Du. ver- 
laten), OHG. firldzggan (MHG. verlézen, Ger. 
verlassen), ON. fyrirlita (Sw. forlita, Da. forlade).| 

l. trans. To allow, permit. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist, 1. xxvii, Sum eorplic z forlztep, 
pette [etc.]. a1z00 LZ. EL. Psalter cxxv. 3 For noght fore- 
lete sal he Yherde of sinful for to be Over lote of rightwis. 

2. To leave, go away from (a person or place), 
forsake ; to abandon (possessions). 

971 Llickl. Hom, 27 Hine ba forlet se costizgend. a@1175 
Cott. Hont. 219 To chiesen 3ief[h]y wolden hare sceppinde 
lufie oder hine ferleten. ¢ 1205 Lay. 30599 Pat ufel hine gon 
for-leten. a 1300 Cursor JM. 13295 (Cott.) He for iesu al 
for-lete. ¢1350 W7ll. Palerne 2311 Alle pe breme bestes 
pat a-boute vs were, for-lete vs & folwed him forp. 1508 
Dunsar Tua Mariit Wemen 381, 1 him forleit as a lad. 

b. To leave (a person) helpless or destitute. 

a1000 Andreas 459 (Gr.) Nzfre forleted lifgende god eorl 

on eordan, zif his ellen deah! a1z225 St. Marher. 8 Ne 
forlet tu me nawt luuende lauerd. 1340-70 A lisaunder 679 
Whan Philip in his foule will hathe bee forlete. . Him tides to 
take bee ajain. 1413 Pzler. Sow/e (Caxton 1483) Iv. xx, 
He is forlete and al forpercid sore and pytously. @1553 
Puitror Lxam. § Writ. (1842) 345 Who may say that God 
forletteth his church right, so that he may permit those 
things to..decay, without the which it may not consist ? 

ce. To leave (land) desolate or uncultivated ; to 
leave (a building, etc.) to decay. 

a 1300 Leg. Rood (1871) 34 So pat pulke stude was vor-lete 
mony aday. 1390 Gower Conf. III. 104 But yet there ben 
of londes fele..Which of the people be forlete As londe 
deserte. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. b7b, He yaf hem 
acontre that was forleten where in they myght duelle. 1528 
Will in W. Molyneux Burton-on-Trent (1869) 58 The 
seyd brygge ys lyke to be decayed and forlett. 1610 
Hoitann Camden's Brit. 1. 513 The three Channels or 
draines have a long time beene forlet and neglected. 

d. To leave off, renounce (a custom, habit, sin). 
e1175 Lamb. Hom. 19 Nu sculle we forlete pes licome 





FORLIVE. 


lust. c¢1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 103 Hwi luuest pu pine fule 
sunnes. forlet hem. 1303 R. Brunne Hand. Synne 3779 
Wrabbe and ober synne forlate [Arinted foolate]. ¢1386 
Cuaucer Pars. 7. P45 In be drede of god man forleteth 
his synne. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot, 11. 64 He thoucht he 
wald mak peice agane With Scot and Pecht, and all weiris 
forleit. 1601 Hottanp Pliny I. 84 Soone after this custome 
was for-let and cleane giuen ouer. 

e. To forsake, cease to regard (a law, etc.). 

c 1250 Gen. §& Ex. 4068 For luue of dis hore-pla3e Manie 
for-leten godes laze. a@1300 Cursor M. 9448 (Cott.) Sua 
sun als he pat apel ete, pe laghes bath he ban for-lete. 
1340 Ayenb, 184 Roboam..uorlet pane red of pe yealden 
guode men uor pane red of yonge. 1535 STEWART Cron. 
Scot. (1858) I. 60 Lautie wes lost, forleit wes all the lawes. 

4] f£. Used as a term of Sc. constitutional law. 
1689 EArt of Batcarras Let. Yas. I] on St. Scot. 61 (MS.) 

The Committee..found great difficulty how to declare the 
Crown vacant. Some were for abdications..Others were 
for using an old obsolete word (fforleiting) used for a Birds 
forsaking her nest. 1689 Lutrrety Brief Rel. (1857) I. 518 
The throne of Scotland is vacant, the late King James the 
7th haveing forlitt or forfeited the crown. 

3. To leave out, omit ; to let alone, abandon. 

c1z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 71 We shule no ping seien bere 
pat les beo, and no ping of pe sode forlete. c1z2z0 Bestiary 
230 Finde 3e de wete corn Sat hire qwemed. Al 3e forleted 
Sis oder sed. a@1300 Cursor M. 21777 \Gott.) Eline..wald 
noght for-lett pe nailes in his hend and fete..ful gern scho 
soght Till scho baim fand ne finednoght. ¢ 1300 Beket 1998 
All that he i handled hadde the houndes hit forlete. 13... 
E. &, Altit. P. B. 101 Be bay fers, be pay feble for-lotez none. 

b. To cease from; to cease ¢o do something. 
e1175 Lamb. Hont. 35 Ne forlete 3e for nane scame bat 

3e ne seggen pam preoste alle eower sunne. ¢1200 ORMIN 
18875 All follc well neh forrlet To penkenn ohht off heffne. 
a12z50 Owl & Night. 36, I-wis for pine fule lete Wel oft ich 
mine song forlete. ¢1374 CHAucER Boeth. ut. pr. xi. 75 
(Camb. MS.) Whan it forletip to ben oone it mot nedis dien. 

4. To let go, release or lose from one’s hold or 
keeping. 

c1150 Departing Soul's Addr. Body 19 Thine godfederes 
ihaten zer heo the forleten that [etc.]. c1z00 OrmIN 3768 He 
wollde hiss aghenn lif Forr hise shep forrletenn. a@ 1225 

Juliana 47 Forlet me mi leafdi & ich chulle al bileaue 
pe. a1225 St. Marher. 6 Weila wummon hwuch wlite bu 
leosest ant forletest for bin misbeleaue. @ 1300 Cursor J. 
4006 (Cott.) Formast his lijfhe suld for-lete. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Boeth, 1. metr. ii. 3 (Camb. MS.) Allas how the thowt of 
man dulleth and forletith his propre cleernesse. 

b. To remit (a debt) ; to forgive. 

1340 Ayend. 262 And uorlet ous oure yeldinges! ase and 
we uorletep oure yelderes. 

ce. To dismiss from attention. Sc. 

1813 Picken Poenrs I. 121 Sae let’s forleet it—gie’s a sang; 
To brood on ill unken’d is wrang. 

Hence Forle't(en /7/. a.; Forle'ting vd/. sd. 
Also Forle‘tness, the state of being let alone. 

a1300 £. L£. Psalter cxxiifi]. 3 For of for-letenesse mikel 
filled we are. /did. 4 Up-braiding To mightand, and to 
proude for-leting. 13., AK. Adis. 2889 As a stude for-let, Is 
now Thebes. ¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, 1. pr. i. 2 (Camb. 
MS.) A forletyn and a despised elde. c1440 Facob's Well 
(E, E. T. S.) x. rr An old for-latyn cote. 1506 GUYLFORDE 
Pilger, (Camden) 33 An olde for leten ruynous churche. 
1610 HoLianp Camden's Brit. (1637) 188 The language of 
our ancestours..lay forlet and buried in oblivion. 

+ Forle't, v.2 Obs. [f. For- pref + Lur v.27] 
trans. To hinder, prevent, stop. Const. 272/. or that 
with zo¢. Also in deprecatory phr. God forlet zt! 

a1555 Puitror Aram. & Writ. (1842) 351 But God 
forelet it. that I should not believe the gospel! 1568 C. 
Watson Polyb. 95 a, The Romans. . being in league with the 
Carthaginenses..forlet him not to aide them. 1575 R. B. 
Appius & Virg, Bij, It is naught in dry sommer, for letting 
my drinke. 

+ Forlie’, v. 02s. Forms: see Lin v.1 [OE. 
Sorlicgan (f. For- pref! + licgan Lin v.1)=OHG, 
Sarligan (MHG. verligen). 

Cf. Gr. aorist mapeAcéaro lay with (a woman) secretly, 
which is etymologically equivalent. ] 

I. 1. ref. Of a woman: To prostitute herself. 
c893 K. AZLrreD Ores. ul. vi. § 2. a1o00 Laws Cnut liv. 
2. intr. for vefl. (Often conjugated with de). To 

commit fornication. Const. dy or wth. 

¢1z00 Ormin 3118 Forr ba mann munnde trowwenn wel 
patt sho forrlegyenn were. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 519 
And with him to be forlayne. 1513 Douctas wezs v1. i. 
54 Prevalie with the bull forlane wes sche. Jdzd. x. vii. 72 
The quhilk Anchemolus. . had forlayn his awin stepmoder by. 

3. trams. Of the man: To lie with, violate. 

c1z08 Lay. 15375 Heo for-leizen ba wif. 13.. Coerde Ll. 
924 Forleyn was his doughter yyng. #1420 Hoccieve De 
Reg. Princ. (Roxb.) 191 How many a wyfe & maide hathe 
be forlayne. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. eiij b, He wolde 
haue forlayne that maide. : A 

II, 4. To smother by lying upon, to overlie. 
a@1300 Cursor M. 8623 (Cott.) Pat was for-lain Moght 

neuer couer pe lijf again. 1340 Jd/d. 8602 (Fairf.) An 
womman had hir childe for-layne. 2 : 

III. 5. To be fatigued with lying (in bed). 
1423 Jas. I. Kingis Q. xi, For-wakit and for-walowit, thus 

musing Wery forlyin..{ herd the bell to matyns ryng, And 
vp I rase, no langer wald I lye. 


+ Forli-ve, v. Ods. [f. For- pref! +Live v.] 
intr. a. To outlive one’s strength, become de- 
crepit. b. To degenerate. Hence Forli-ved, 
Forli'ven //. adjs., decrepit, degenerate. 

@1300 Cursor M, 5315 (Cott.) Als man of eild, and lang 
for-liuen [1340 Faz7/. forlived]. c1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 
ul. pr. vi. 61 (Camb. MS.) That they ne sholden nat .. for- 
lyuen fro the vertuus of hyr noble kynrede. /dzd. 111, metr. 
vi. 79 (Camb. MS.) Thanne nis ther no forlyued wyht but 
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yif he norysse hys corage vn tovyces. 1398 Trevisa Barth. 
De P. R. xii. xvi. (Tollem, MS.) A forlyued..cok leyeb egges 
in his laste elde. 

Forlode: see For- pref.! 6. 

Forloff, obs. Sc. form of FuRLouGH. 

+ Forloin, s. Obs. Hunting. [f. next vb.] 

1. The action of forloining. 

14.. Le Venery de Twety in Rel, Ant. 1. 152 Why blowe 
ye so? For cause that the hert is seen, an ye wot nevere 
whedir that myn hundys be become fromyn meyne. And 
what maner of chase clepe ye that? We clepe it the chace 
of the forloyne [orig. la chace de Forloyng). 1486 Bk. St. 
Albans Fj, What is a forloyng, for that is goode to here, 

2. A note of recall. 

¢1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 386 Therwith the hunte 
wonder faste Blew a forloyn at the laste. 1735 in BatLey, 
Forloyn, a Retreat when the Dogs are called off from a 
wrong Scent. O[dd Word). 

+ Forloi‘n, v. Ods. Forms: 4-6 forloyne, 
6-7 foreloin, -loyne, 6—forloin. [ad. OF. for-, 
Sorsloignier, f. fors (see For- pref.3) + loin :—L. 
longé far.] 

1. ¢rans. To leave behind at a distance, forsake. 

13.. E. E. Allit. P. A. 368 pa3 I forloyne my dere 
endorde. did. B. 1165 Pay forloyne her fayth & fol3ed 
oper goddes. 

b. zztr. To stray, err. 

13.. Z. £. Allit, P. B. 282 He knew och freke forloyned 
fro be ry3t wayez. /d7d. B. 750 3if I for-loyne as a fol. 

2. Hunting. trans. To leave (the pack) far be- 
hind. Said of the stag, or of individual hounds. 
Also adsol, 

1486 Bh. St. Albans Fj, When..the beest is stoll away 
owt of the fryth Or the houndes that thow hast meten ther- 
with And any other houndes before than may with hem 
mete Thees oder houndes arn then forloyned.. For the beste 
and the houndes arn so fer before And the houndes behynde 
be weere and soore So that they may notat the best cum at 
ther will The houndes before forloyne hem, 1576 TurBerv. 
Venerie 118 A harte doth foreloyne and breake out before 
the houndes for divers reasons. 1686 BLome Gent/. Recreat, 
11. 79 When a Hound meeteth a Chase, and goeth away 
with it far before the rest, then say, he Foreloyneth, 


+ Forlo:ng, v.1 Obs. In 3 Orm. forrlangenn. 
[f. For- pref! + angen to Lone; =MHG. ver- 
langen.| Yo be possessed with longing. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 1280 3iff batt tu forrlangedd arrt To cumenn 
upp till Criste. 

Hence Forlo‘nging wé/. sd. 

a1225 Axcr. R.274 Heorte-sor uor worldliche binge, deori 
uorlonginge, & 3iscunge of eihte. 

+ Forlong, v.2 Ods.—! [f. For- Zref.' + Lone a. ; 
after L. prolongare.| trans. To keep or continue 
longer ; to prolong. 

1496 Dives & Paup.(W. de W.) vu. xxii. 310/1 They haue 
leuer to gyue .xx. shellynges to forlonge the soules in payne 


all a yere. 
+Forlo‘ppin, a. Sc. Obs. [f. For- prefl + 


loppin, pa. pple. of loup, Luar v.] Fugitive, run- 
away, vagabond. 

1g00-20 Dunpar Poets xxxiii. 7 Me thocht a Turk of 
Tartary Come throw the boundis of Barbary And lay for- 
loppin in Lumbardy. 157. Satir. Poems Reform. xlv. 8 
Ane fals, forloppen, fenyeit freir. 

Forlore: see ForiEse and next. 

Forlorn (fpilp-m), a. and sb, Forms: see For- 
LESE. [pa. pple. of FoRLESE.] A. aaj. 

+1. Lost, not to be found. Ods.: see the vb. 

1577 Harrison England u. ix. (1877) 1. 190 To the end 
they should lie no more in corners as forlorne books and 
vnknowne. 

+2. Morally lost; abandoned, depraved. Odés. 

1154 O. E, Chron. an. 1137 Hi [the lawless barons in 
Stephen’s time] weron al forcurseed, & forsworen & forloren. 
c12z50 Ger, & Ex. 546 Mi3zti men, and fizti, [and] for-loren. 
a@1300 Cursor M. 25074 (Cott.) Pe quick pe godmen er and 
chosen, be ded pe wick bat ar for-losen. 1578 Gude § Godlie 
Ballates 30 Vhe Forlorne Sone, as it is writtin in the xv. 
Chapter of Luk. 1598 Drayton Heroic. Ep. xvi. 53 He 
that’s in all the Worlds blacke sinnes forlorne. 1683 AJo/. 
Prot. France ii. 20 They hire forlorn Wretches to go to the 
Sermons of the Protestant Ministers. 

+3. ‘Lost’, ruined, doomed to destruction. Ods. 

1386 Cuaucer Frankl. T. 309 Lord Phebus, cast thy 
merciable eye On wrecche Aurilie, which that am for-lorne. 
c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. xxxvili, As 
thou were a forloor man. 1554 Traves in Strype Eccl. 
Mem, U1. App. xxxiii. 88 As though ye were a man forlore. 
1696 Tate & Brapy Ps. vi. 1 And spare a Wretch forlorn. 
1719 YounG Busiris v. i, What urge these forlorn rebels in 
excuse For choosing ruin? 

+b. Forlorn boys ( =¥r.enfants perdus), fellows, 
etc. : men who perform their duty at the imminent 
risk of their life. Forlorn fort: one held at ex- 
treme risk, See also FORLORN HOPE. 

1577-87  Ho.insHep Chron, III. 1137/2 Fortie or fiftie 
forlorne boies, 1598 Barret Theor. Warres 1. i. 17 He 
shall set abroad certaine forlorne Sentinels without the 
Word. 1618 BoLton Florus (1636) 137 Some new band of 
forlorne fellowes appeared. 1700 S. L, tr. Fryke's Voy. E. 
Ind. 298 Yo march toa Forlorn Fort. .six Leagues from [etc.]. 

ce. Desperate, hopeless. 

1603 Knoties Hist. Turks 591 Everything .. seemed as 
altogither lost and forlorne, 1710 BERKELEY Princ. Hum. 
Knowl. Introd. Wks. 1871 I. 137 [We] sit down in a forlorn 
Scepticism. 1791 BosweLt Yohuson an. 1732, In the forlorn 
state of his circumstances. 1836 W. Irvine Astoria II. 183 
Having seen these three adventurous bands depart upon 
their forlorn expeditions. 1874 MorLey Compromise (1886) 
8 The home of great and forlorn causes. 
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4. Of persons or places: Abandoned, forsaken, 


deserted ; left alone, desolate. 

1535 Goodly Primer (1834) 120 An old forlorn house. 1559 
Mirr. Mag., Dk. Clarence xvii, To help King Henry vtterly 
forlorne. 162t G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. vit. (1626) 152 
Whither fly’st thou? leauing me for-lore. 1667 Mitton 
P. L.\. 180 Yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde. 1704 Pore 
Autumn 22 To the winds I mourn; Alike unheard, un- 
pity’d, and forlorn. 1726 SHEeLvocke Voy. round World 
(1757) 79 Dreading an accident in so forlorn a place,I.. 
stood out to sea again. 1814 Cary Dante, Inf. xxx. 16 
A wretch forlorn and captive. 1829 Hoop Exgene Aram x, 
Horrid stabs in groves forlorn And murders done in caves. 
1850 Tennyson /2 Mem. |x, The little village looks forlorn. 
1863 F. Locker Lond. Lyrics, Reply to Invit. Rome i, 
Perhaps-you think your Love forlore Should pine unless her 
slave be with her. 

b. Const. of, + from: Forsaken by (a person) ; 
bereft, destitute, or stripped of (a thing). 

c11s0 Departing Soul's Addr. Body v, Eart thu forloren 
from al that thulufedest. 1579 SPENSER Shep. Cal. Apr. 4 
Or art thou of thy loved lasse forlorne? 1667 Mitton P. L. 
x. 92t Forlorn of thee Whither shall I betake me. 1697 
Drypen /diad 1. Fables (1700) 208 The good old Man, forlorn 
of human Aid, For Vengeance..pray’d. 1798 COLERIDGE 
Anc. Mar. vit. xxv, He went like one that..is of sense 
forlorn. 1832 Tennyson @xone 15 Mournful CEnone wan- 
dering forlorn Of Paris once her playmate. 1871 Rosserti 
Love's Nocturn ii, Dreamland lies forlorn of light. 

5. In pitiful condition, wretched. 

1582 T. Watson Centurie of Loue xiii, Such as lay with 
pestilence forlorne. @1628 F. GrevitLtE A/ahamz wv. ii, 
Nothing can come amisse to thoughts forlorne. 1724 R. 
WE ton 18 Disc. 454 They saw so great a man in so 
forlorne a plight. 178x Gipson Decd. § . II. xli. 549 His 
forlorn appearance. 1866 Miss Mutock Noble Life xii, Ay, 
be it the forlornest bodily tabernacle in which immortal 
soul ever dwelt. 

b. Of a wretched appearance, meagre. 

1588 SHaxs. Zit. A. 1. iii. 94 The Trees, though Sommer, 
yet forlorne and leane. 1597 — 2 Hen. /V, 111. ii. 335 Hee 
was so forlorne, that his Dimensions (to any thicke sight) 
were inuincible. 1875 F. Hatt in Lifpincott’s Mag. XV. 
338/2 Forlorn pullets, certainly from the same farmyard with 
the lean kine of Egypt. 


+B. sb. Obs. 


1, A forlorn person. 

c1506 Dunpar Littill Interlud 165 The Gret Forlore Of 
Babylon. 1593 Suaxs. 3 Yew. V/, 11. iii. 26 Henry..Is.. 
forc’d to liue in Scotland a Forlome. 1710 STEELE Tatler 
No. 210 P 6 [An old maid writes] Iam surrounded with both, 
though at present a Forlorn. 1814 Yorvgery 11. ii, There, 
poor forlorns, divide the little there. 

2. Short for ForLoRN HOPE; a body of troops 
detached to the front, a front line, vanguard. Also 
pl., the men forming a forlorn hope. 

1648 Cromwe tt Let, to Lenthall 14 Sept., Captain Ireton 
with a forlorn of Colonel Rich’s regiment. 1677 W. Hussarp 
Narrative u. (1865) 181 The Forlorne of our Forces. 1688 
J. S. Art of War 54 The General must send his Forlorns 
to post themselves on the highest places. 1702 C. MaTHER 
Magn. Chr. u. App. (1852) 187 Four companies of these 
were drawn out as forlorns. 1724 De For Alem. Cavalier 
(1840) 287, I..rode up to the forlorn. 

transf.and fig. 1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche rv. cxliii, Next 
these, a large Brigade was marshalléd, For whose forlorn 
first march’d the hardy Boar. 1655 GuRNALL Chy. in Arm. 
Introd. i. (1656) 10 The fearful are in the forlorne of those 
that march for hell. 1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 68/4, 120r 14 as the 
Vauntguard or Forlorn of their Fleet. 1680 R. L’Estrancr 
Season. Mem. Liberties Press § Pulpit 4 There started out 
a Party upon the Forelorn, to make Discoveries, and try the 
Temper of the Government. 168x Crowne 7/yestes v. 
Dram. Wks. 1873 II. 70 Sometimes they'll .. stand A flight 
of beams from the forlorn of day. 1674 Drypen Efz2. Open. 
New Ho. 10 Criticks,.Who..still charge first, the true for- 
lorn of wit. 


Forlorn ho:pe. [ad. Du. verloren hoop (in 
Kilian 1598), lit. ‘lost troop’ (hoop = HxEap, Ger. 
haufen). Cf. Fr. enfants perdus. (Among sailors 
mispronounced flowzng hope.) ] 

1. In early use, a picked body of men, detached 
to the front to begin the attack; a body of skir- 
mishers. Now usually, a storming party. 

In the 17thc, sometimes applied to the rear-guard. 

1579 Dicces Stratiot. 102 He must also so order the 
Forlorn hope in y® front of hys Battayle with new supplies. 
1s8x StywArD Mart. Discipfi. u. 136 The which the Ger- 
maine calls, their Forlorne hoope. 1600 Dymmox /reland 
(1841) 32 Before the vantguarde marched the forlorn hope. 
1642 True State Ireland 5 Likewise for the forlorn hope 
of the Rear, Captain Pate commanded 40 Dragooners. 1678 
tr. Gaya's Art of War u. 74 Called the Forlorn Hope, 
because they. .fall on first, and make a Passage for the rest. 
1799 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. I. 31 The forlorn hope otf 
each attack consisted of a sergeant and twelve Europeans. 
1874 L. SterHen Hours Libr. (1892) 1. vii. 245 Compelled 
to lead a forlorn hope up the scaling ladders. 

b. transf. and jig., chiefly of persons in a 
desperate condition. 

c1872 GascoicNe Fruits Warre (1831) 211 The forlorne 
hope which haue set vp their rest By rash expense, and 
knowe not howetoliue. 1572 J. Jones Bathes of Bath Pref, 
3 A booteless matter to perswade the forlorn hope, suche 
as have decreed to caste awaye them selves, a@ 1661 FULLER 
Worthies (1840) Il. 11 [Object of Christ’s descent into hell] 
To preach, useless where his auditory was all the forlorn 
hope. 1698 Fryer Acc. E, India & P. 128 The busy apes, 
the Forlorn hope of these declining Woods, deeming no 
place safe where they beheld us. 

ce. ~/. The men composing such a body ; hence, 
reckless bravos. 

1539 Tonstatt Serm. Palin Sund. (1823) 67 ‘To make this 
realme a praye to al .. spoylers, all snaphanses, all forlorne- 





FORM. 


hopes, all cormerauntes. ¢ 1645 T. Tutty Siege of Carlisle 
(1840) 31 ‘Toppam had y° honour of y® forlorn hopes, and 
gave them agallant charge. 1867 SMyTH Sailor's Word-bk., 
Forlorn-hopes was a term formerly applied to the videttes 
of the army. . 

d. A perilous or desperate enterprise. 

1768 J. Byron Narr. Wager (1778) 89 We saw them alittle 
after, setting out upon their forlorn hope, and helping one 
another over..rocks. 1771 Funius Lett. lix. 311 The wary 
..never went upon a forlorn hope. 

2. slang. a. The losers at a gaming-table. b. 
(See quot. 1785.) 

1608 Dekker Lanthorne §& Candle-light D ij, They that 
sit downe to play, are at first called Leaders. They that 
loose, are the Forlorne Hope. a@1700 B, E. Dict. Cant. 
Crew, Forlorn Hope, \osing Gamesters. 1785 Grose Dict, 
Vulg. Tongue, Forlorn hope, a gamester's last stake. 

8. With word-play or misapprehension of the 
etymology: A faint hope, a ‘ hope against hope’ ; 
an enterprise which has little chance of success. 

1641 J. SHute Savah & Hagar (1649) 108 If we sin, upon 
a presumption that weshall conceal either our actions or per- 
sons from God, it isa forlorn hope; our iniquities will finde us 
out. 1806-7 J. Beresrorp AZiseries Hum. Life (1826) 1. xxi, 
In hopes of making your hearer think that you had been 
only singing all the while. A forlorn hope indeed. 1885 
Harper's Mag. Mar. 594/1 She had had a forlorn hope of a 
letter, but it had died away. 

Forlornly (fpilgnli), adv. [f. Fortorn a. 
+ -LY2.] In a forlorn manner or degree. 

1630 GAULE Defiance to Death 30 Why are you so 
desperately and forlornely afraid of death? 1633 Br. Hatt 
Hard Texts 566, I will..goe up and downe heavily and fore- 
lornely. 1879 E. Garretr House by Wks. 1, 170 She found 
the girl sitting forlornly on her low bed. 

Forlornness (ffilgimmés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The state of being forlorn (see the adj.). 

c 82s Vesp. Psalter \xxxvii. 12 In forlorenisse [Vulg. zz 
perditione). a1225 Ancr. R. 110 Vor hore uorlorennesse 
pet drowen him to deade. 1579 Tomson Calvin's Sernt. 
Tim. 160/2 Albeit there be at this day an horrible forlorne- 
nesse, so that it may well seeme that we are verie miserable 
creatures. 1668 H. More Div. Dial. u. xv. (1713) 135 The 
forlornness and desolateness of that forsaken Habitacle, the 
Body of a natural Fool. 1791 Mrs. RapciiFFe Rom. Forest 
ii, Adeline felt the forlornness of her condition with energy. 
1850 L. Hunt Aztodiog. u. xvii. 265 The beautiful vegeta- 
tion immediately about it..completes this look of forlorn- 
ness. 

+ Forlo:se, v. Ods. [f. For- pref.) + Losx.] 
trans. To lose. Hence Forlo:st A#/. a. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 11. 231 (280) She for-lost, and thou 
right nought y-wonne. did. 1v. 728 (756) She held hire 
self a forlost creature. c 1440 Partonope 6904 He hath for- 
lost his steede. 

+ Forlo't, v. Obs. rare. [f. For- pref? + Lor v.] 
trans. ?To allot beforehand. 

1566 Drant Horace's Sat. v. C iv, Tosterte up in astrologie 
the casuals of men, To limit and forlote by arte. 

+ Forly‘ten, v. Os. In 4 fore-. [f. For- 
pref. +LytE a.+-EN 5,] ¢rans. To diminish. 

2ax1400 Morte Arth, 254 We hafe..forelytenede the loos 
pat we are layttede. 

Form (fgim), sb. Forms: 3-7 forme, 4— form; 
also 3-4 furme, 3-7 fourme,5foorme, [a. OF. 

Jo(u)rme, furme, ad. L. forma, primarily shape, 
configuration; the derived senses below were for 


the most part developed in class. or post-class. Lat. 

Some philologists refer the word to the root of /e777e to 
strike ; others compare it with Skr, dharman neut., holding, 
position, order, f. dhar, dir, to hold. The word has been 
adopted, and is in familiar use, in all the Rom. and mod. 
Teut. langs.: Pr., Sp., Pg., It. forma (Sp. Mech. also 
horma), Ger., Sw., Da. Jorm, Du. vorm. 

Todd 1818 assigns to the word in senses 6 b, 17, 
21 the pronunciation (f6e1m), in other senses (fp), 
The distinction, if it was ever recognized, is now 
obsolete. ] 

I. Shape, arrangement of parts. 

1. The visible aspect of a thing ; now usually in 

narrower sense, shape, configuration, as distin- 
guished from colour; occasionally, the shape or 
figure of the body as distinguished from the face. 
_ 1297 R. Grove. (Rolls) 3326 pat ychanged hii were Hii bre 
in be oberes fourme. a 1300 Hragm. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 311 
After the eiz3te and twenti dayes, forme hit [the seed] gynneth 
tonyme. c¢ 1328 Wetr. Hom. o2 An angel bi wai he mette, 
In mannes fourm. c1400 Row. Rose 2810 Hir shappe, hir 
fourme, hir goodly chere. c1400 Lan/ranc's Cirurg. 127 
Pis schal be be foorme of atrepane. 1562 TurNER Herbal 
11. 99 The whyte asp differeth. .from the blak ..in the form 
of the lefe. 1585 T, WasuincTon tr. Vicholay’s Voy. 1. viii, 
7b, A great building made in forme of a Citadelle. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. tv. 587 The slipp'ry God will. . various 
Forms assume, to cheat thy sight. 1750 Jonnson Rambler 
No. 82 » 2 Stones of remarkable forms, 1849 Macautay 
Hist. Eng. 11.257 Her face was expressive : her form wanted 
no feminine charm. 1875 Jowrtr Plato (ed. 2) IIL. 571 
The world was made in the form of a globe, 


b. pl. The shape of the different parts of a body. 


[So Fr. les formes du corps. | 

1837 Lane Mod. Egyft. I. 50 In the Egyptian females the 
forms of womanhood begin to develop themselves about the 
ninth or tenth year, 1871 Freeman orm. Cong. (1876) 1V. 
xviii, 211 The batdings of the city..presenting forms dear 
to the antiquary. 

ec. spec. in Crystallogr. (See quots.) 

1878 Gurney Crystallogr. 38 This group of faces, which 
are required to co-exist with a given face by the law of 
symmetry of the system is called a crystallographic form. 
1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 60 A set of faces symmetrically 
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related, such as the six faces of the prism of rock-crystal, is 
called technically a form. 

d. Abstractly considered as one of the elements 
of the plastic arts. 

1851 Ruskin Mod. Paint. I. m. u. iv. § 9 Form we find 
abstractedly considered by the sculptor. 1879 Roop Chro- 
matics xvill. 314 In painting..colour is subordinate to form. 

+e. Beauty, comeliness. [so L. forma.] Obs. 

1382 Wycur W7sd. viii. 2 And loouere I am mad of the 
foorme of it [wisdom]. 1568 T. Hower, 47d. Amcitie (1879) 
19 Forme is most frayle, a fading flattering showe. 1611 
Biste /sa. liii. 2 Hee hath no forme nor comelinesse. 1632 
Ranvoten Fealous Lovers u. vii, You punish’d The queen 
of beauty with a mole; but certainly Her perjury hath 
added to her form. 

+f. Style of dress, costume. Ods. rare—}. 

1664 Pepys Diary 15 July, There comes out of the chayre- 
roome Mrs, Stewart, in a most lovely form..A lovely crea- 
ture she in this dress seemed to be. 


+2. An image, representation, or likeness (of a 
body). Also fg. Obs. 


a 1225 Ancr, R. 138 Ure deorewurde goste, Godes owune 
furme. c12z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 25/43 Ane Croyz of seluer 
with be fourme of god huy leten a-rere. 1340 Ayend. 87 
Oure rizte uader..pet .. ssop pe zaule to his anlycnisse an 
to his fourme. c¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) viii. 32 In be 
whilk roche es be prynte and be fourme of his body. c 1600 
Suaks. Sow. ix, That thou no forme of thee hast left 
behind. 1610 Guitum Heraldry 1. vii. (1611) 29 An esco- 
cheon is the forme or representation of a shield. 

3. A body considered in respect to its outward 
shape and appearance; esf, that of a living being, 
a person. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 4218 King Arthure .. Toward pis 
grisliche fourme mid god herte him drou. ¢ 1385 CHAUCER 
L. G. W. 1768 Lucretia, Right so, thogh that her forme 
wer absent, The plesaunce of hir forme was present. ¢1400 
Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 27 Pat pei moun bynde manye pingis 
in oon foorme, as be panicle of be heed byndib sevene 
boones. 1639 Massincer Unnat. Combat v. ii, Are your 
aerial forms deprived of language? 1697 DrypEN ned v1, 
389 Here Toils, and Death, and Death’s half-brother, Sleep, 
Forms terrible to view, their Centry keep. 1817 CoLeripGE 
Lewti 2 To forget the form J loved. 1841 Lane Arad, Ves. 
I. 77 To his surprise, this very form stood before him. 

4, Philos. a. In the Scholastic philosophy: The 
essential determinant principle of a thing; that 
which makes anything (matter) a determinate 
species or kind of being; the essential creative 
quality. 

This use of forme (Aristotle’s jwopdy or elSos) and matter 
(An) is a metaphorical extension of their popular use. In 
ordinary speech, a portion of matter, stuff, or material, 
becomes a ‘ thing’ by virtue of having a particular ‘form’ 
or shape; by altering the form, the matter remaining un- 
changed, we make a new ‘thing’. This language, primarily 
applied only to objects of sense, was in philosophical use 
extended to objects of thought: every ‘thing’ or entity was 
viewed as consisting of two elements, its form by virtue of 
which it was different from, and its matter which it had in 
common with, others. 

¢ 1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. 2228 Philomene, Thou yiver of 
the formes that hast wrought The faire world. 1413 Pilgr. 
Sow/le (Caxton 1483) 1v. xxv. 71 The body was only mater, 
to whiche thou [the soul] were the fourme, of whome now 
is he naked another fourme accidentale. .maye he wel haue, 
but forme substancial is hit nought that he hath. 1570 Der 
Math, Pref. *j, To behold in the Glas of Creation, the 
Forme of Formes. 1594 Hooker Zecd. Pol.t. iii. § 4 note, 
Form in other creatures is a thing proportionable unto the 
soul in living creatures .. According to the diversity of 
inward forms, things of the world are distinguished into 
their kinds, 1605 P. Woopnouse Flea (1877) 10 Reason’s 
the forme of man, he who wants this, May well be like 
aman, but no man is. 1643 Sir IT. Browne Relig. Med. 1. 
§ 33, I beleeve .. that they [spirits] know things by their 
formes, and define by specificall difference what we describe 
by accidents and properties. 1645 Mitton Ze¢rach. (1851) 
169 The Form by which the thing is what it is. 1665 
GianviLt Scepsis Sct. xxii. 137 That the Soul cannot be 
separated from the Body, because ’tis it’s Form, 1676 
Bates List. God iv. 66 Supposing the self subsistence 
of Matter..could the World, full of innumerable Forms, 
spring byan Impetus from a dead, formless Principle? 1690 
Locke Hum, Und. ut. vi. § 10 That the several Species of 
Substances had their distinct internal substantial Forms. 


b. So in Zheol., a sacrament is said to consist 
of matter (as the water in baptism, the bread and 
wine in the Eucharist) and form, which is furnished 
by certain essential formulary words. 

1597 Hooker Zcc/. Pol. v. viii. § 2 To make complete the 
outward substance of a sacrament, there is required an out- 
ward form, which form sacramental elements receive from 
sacramental words. a 1600 /é7d. vi. iv. § 3 Forasmuch as 
a sacrament is complete, having the matter and form which 
it ought. 1727-41 in Cuambers Cycd. 

ec. In Bacon’s modification of the Scholastic use : 
The real or objective conditions on which a sensible 
quality or body depends for its existence, and the 
knowledge of which enables it to be freely produced. 

1605 Bacon Adu. Learn. u. vii. § 5 To inquire the form 
of a lion, ofan oak, of gold, nay, of water, of air, is a vain 
pursuit: but to inquire the forms of sense. .of colours. .of 
density, of tenuity, of heat, of cold, and all other natures 
and qualities..to inquire, I say, the true forms of these, is 
that part of metaphysic which we now define of. 

d. In the usage of Kant and Kantians: That 
factor of knowledge which gives reality and objec- 
tivity to the thing known, and which Kant regards 
as due to mind, or as (in his sense) subjective ; the 
formative principle which holds together the several 
elements of a thing. 
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1803 Edin. Rev. 1. 258 The subjective elements are by 
Kant denominated forms. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 
1. iif. § 5 (1875) 49 If Space and Time are forms of thought, 
they can never be thought of. 1874 Sipcwick Aleth. Ethics 
1. ix. 93 This notion of ‘ought’.. is a necessary form of 
our moral apprehension. 1889 Cairp Philos. Kant 1. 279 
The forms of unity by which it [the mind] determines 
sensible objects. /éid, I. 349 The categories or forms of 
synthesis which belong to the pure understanding. 

5. The particular character, nature, structure, or 
constitution of a thing; the particular mode in 
which a thing exists or manifests itself. Phr. 27 


the forne of, to take the form of. 

@ 1300 Czysor M, 1591 (Gott.) For-bi in form of iugement 
A neu vengans on paim he sent. ¢1310 Poems Harl. MS. 
2253 (Béddeker) 193 Iesu..graunte ous..be vnderfonge in 
fourme of bred. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 8x Alwey 
stiryng til it .. come into be foorme of an oynement. 1559 
W. CunnincHam Cosmogr. Glasse Pref. A vjb, I have 
reduced it into the forme of a Dialoge. 1605 CamDEN 
Rem. 8 When they had.. brought them into forme of 
a province. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters ILI. 117 Iron is 
not, in the metallic form, produced by nature. 1850 
McCosu Div, Govt. 1. (1874) 53 Pantheism is the form in 
which infidelity prevails on the Continent of Europe in 
the present day. 1860-r Fro. NicHTINGALE Nursing 50 
An egg, whipped up with wine, is often the only form in 
which they can take this kind of nourishment. 1875 JowETT 
Plato(ed. 2) I. 399 The Dialogue necessarily takes the form 
of a narrative. 

b. One of the different modes in which a thing 
exists or manifests itself; a species, kind, or 
variety. 

1542 RecorDE Gr. Artes 116 b, Thissorte is in two fourmes 
commenly. The one by lynes, and the other without lynes. 
1§97 Morey J/xztrod. Mus. 76 To make your descant carrie 
some forme of relation to the plaine song. 1651 Hoses 
Leviath. ut. xviii. 94 The Power in all formes [of Common- 
wealth], if they be perfect enough to protect them, is the 
same. 1733 Pore &ss. Zan u1. 303 For Forms of Govern- 
ment let fools contest. 18z2x J. MarsHaLtt Const. Opi. 
(1839) 256 To this argument, in all its forms, the same 
answer may be given. 1843 C. H. Smiry Naturalist’s 
Library I. 291 ‘The group is intermediate between the 
bisontine form and the bovine. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
I. 157 They had refused to declare that any form of ecclesi- 
astical polity was of divine origin, 1855 Bain Senses § Int. 
u. li. §8 The sensation of wetness seems to be nothing else 
than a form of cold. 

ce. Gram. (a) One of the various modes of 
pronunciation, spelling, or inflexion under which 
a word may appear. (6) In generalized sense: 
The external characteristics of words. (esf. with re- 
ference to their inflexions), as distinguished from 
their signification. 

186r M. Mijtier Lect. Sci. Lang. vii. 255 The Chinese 
sound ¢@ means without any change of form, great, great- 
ness, and to be great. 1889 F. Hatt in ation (N. Y.) 
XLVIII. 267/3 In 1530, Palsgrave recorded the form fopsy 
tyrvy. i : 

6. +a. gex. A grade or degree of rank, quality, 
excellence, or eminence ; one of the classes forming 
a series arranged in order of merit, official dignity, 
proficiency in learning, etc. Ods. 

[So late L. forma prima, secunda, etc., used of the various 
orders in the clergy, etc.] 

c1430 Lypc. Bochas 1. viii. (1544) 12b, Minos.. Made 
statutes. .Of righteousnes they toke the fyrst fourme. 1579 
E. K. Gen. Argt. Spenser's Sheph. Cal. § 3 These. .clogues 
-.-may be..deuided into three formes or ranckes. c¢ 1609 
Beauniont Papers (1884) 21, I looke for no ordinarie cocke, 
hauyng of myne owne of that fourme more then I know 
what to doe withall. 1662 SrituincFL. Orig. Sacr. u. ii. § 6 
Certainly this kind of Learning deserves the highest form 
among the dificiles Nuge. 1687 Burnet Reply to Varillas 
123 He cannot bear my saying that such matters were above 
men of his form. 1700 Pepys Let. in Diary VI. 225 Thinking 
is working, though many forms beneath what my Lady and 
you are doing. 1702 STEELE Funeral u. (1704) 40 The 
Tongue is the Instrument of Speech to us of a lower Form. 
1710 Acc, Last Distemp. Tom Whigg 1. 22 The Doctor 
was a Physician of the first form. 

b. spec. One of the numbered classes into which 
the pupils of a school are divided according to their 
degree of proficiency. 

In English Schools the sixth form is usually the highest ; 
when a larger number of classes is required, the numbered 
‘forms’ are divided into ‘upper’ and ‘lower’, etc. The 
word is usually explained as meaning originally ‘a number 
of scholars sitting on the same _forwz’ (sense 17); but there 
appears to be no ground for this. 

1560 Daus tr, Slecdane’s Comm. 160b, The maner of 
teaching the youth, and diuiding them into fourmes. 
1655 Heywoop ort. dy Land 1. Wks. 1874 VI. 399 We 
two were bred together, Schoole fellows, Both of one form 
and like degree in School. 1740 J. Ctarke Educ. Youth 
(ed. 3) r10 The Master is obliged to divide his Time 
amongst Boys of different Forms. 1871 M. Cottins M/7q. 
§& Merch. 1. i. 13 He was in the fifth form at Eton. 

Jig. 1774 FLetcHER Ess. Truth Wks. 1793 1V. 124 If there 
are various forms in the School of Truth. 

+7. A model, type, pattern, or example. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir t Thess. i. 7 So that 3e ben maad fourme, or 
ensaumple, to alle men bileuynge. c¢1425 WynToun Cov. 
vu. vi. 19 Hys Lyf wes fowrme of all meknes, Merowr he 
wes of Rychtwysnes. 1 Locke Hum. Und. ut. iii. 
(1695) 230 To make abstract general Ideas, and set them up 
in the Mind, with Names annexed to them, as Patterns, or 
Forms, (for in that sence the word Form has a very proper 
signification), 

8. Due shape, proper figure; orderly arrange- 
ment of parts, regularity, good order; also, mili- 
tary formation. 

1595 SHAKS. Foz ut. iv, ror, I will not keepe this forme 
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vpon my head, When there is such disorder in my witte ! 
1597 — 2 Hen. IV, w. i. 20 In goodly form comes on the 
enemy. 1652 EveLyn Diary 22 Mar., His garden, which 
he was now desirous to put into some forine. 1681 UryDEN 
Abs. §& Achit.1. 531 ’Gainst form and order they their power 
employ, Nothing to build, and all things to destroy. 1697 
— Virg. Georg. w. 606 Where heaps of Billows..In Form 
of War, their wat’ry Ranks divide. 1719 Dr For Crusoe 
u. x, They came dropping in..not..in form, but all in 
heaps. 1775 R. Kine in Life & Corr. (1894) 1. 9 As soon as 
one Man was shot down in the front, another from the Rear 
immediately filled his place, and by that means [they] kept 
their Body in form. c 

9. Style of expressing the thoughts and ideas in 
literary or musical composition, including the ar- 
rangement and order of the different parts of the 
whole. Also, method of arranging the ideas in 
logical reasoning ; good or just order (of ideas, 
etc.), t+ logical sequence. 

issx IT. Witson Logike (1580) 84b, The faulte that is in 
the forme, or maner of makyng [of a syllogism], 1576 
Fiemine Panopl. Epist, 81 It reasoneth with itselfe in this 
forme and order. ¢1600 SHaxs. Som, Ixxxy. 8 In polish’d 
form of well-refined pen. 1602 — Hawz. 11. 1.171 Nor what 
he spake, though it lack’d form a little, Was not like mad- 
ness, 1667 TempLe Let. Gourville Wks. 1731 II. 32, I am 
very little satisfied with the Queen of Spain’s Letter..I 
think the Form is faulty, as well as the Substance. 1864 
Bowen Logic vi. 149 Every correct step of Reasoning, 
considered simply as such, or in reference to its Form, 
1871 Morey Voltaire (1886) 6 Hardly a page of all these 
countless leaves is common form, 1876 STaiNnER & BARRETT 
Dict. Mus. Terms, Form, the shape and order in which 
musical ideas are presented, 1879 GREEN Read, Eng. Hist, 
xxvii. 139 He read the Sonnets of Petrarca, and he learnt 
what is meant by ‘form’ in poetry. 1889 LowELt Latest 
Lit. Ess. (1892) 144 Form .. is the artistic sense of decorum 
controlling the coordination of parts and ensuring their 
harmonious subservience to a common end. 2 

+10. Manner, method, way, fashion (of doing 
anything). 7 ike form: in like manner. Ods. 

1z97 R. Grouc, (1724) 447 3yf byssop..ded were, He 
grantede, bat boru kyng non destourbance nere, Pat me ne 
chose in ry3te fourme anober anon. ¢ 1380 Wycuir Seri. 
Sel. Wks. I. 177 Crist 3yveb his prechours foorme how bei 
shal lyue in pis work. 1475 Bk. Noblesse (1860) 24 It is in 
like fourme knowen of high recorde. 1509 BarcLay Siyp 
of Folys (1874) 1. 195 In lyke fourme who comyth unto 
confessyon [etc.]. 1585 T. WasnincTon tr. Vicholay’s Voy. 
IV. viii. 119 Over their shoulders, in the fourme and maner 
as the picture following doth shew. 1641 J. Jackson True 
Evang. T. u. 115 He..was crucified..as his master was, 
but after a diverse forme, with his head downward. ‘ 

ll, A set, customary, or prescribed way of doing 
anything ; a set method of procedure according to 
tule (¢.g. at law); formal procedure. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 491 & in gode fourme acorded hii 
were. a1300 Cursor M. 19981 (Cott.) Pe form bat him 
bitaght was ar O baptis3ing, he held it par. 1596 SPENSER 
State rel. (Globe) 622/2 The wrongfull distrayning of any 
mans goodes..agaynst the forme of the Common Lawe. 
1599 SHAKS. Much Adow.i.2 The plaine forme of marriage. 
1647 CrarenDon fist. Reb. vu. § 284 Their general; who 
used, in all dispatches made by himself, to observe all 
decency in the forms. 1713 STEELE Englishnz. No. 55. 
355 The Lords .. only laid hold of some Forms of Law 
to have prevented Judgment. 1727 Swirt Gulliver 111. 
iv. 205 He was content to go on in the old forms. 1787 
T. Jerrerson Wit. (1859) II. 272 A paper from the 
admiralty .. sent to me as a matter of form. 1805 T. LINb- 
Ley Voy. Brasil (1808) 77 To make his report. .from whence 
he came, &c. (a form to which the Portuguese merchantmen 
are all subject). 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. [ndia 11. v. ix. 706 
The other commissioners being seldom called to deliberate, 
or so much as assemble for form sake. 1870 Lussock Orig. 
Civiliz. i. (1875) 2 The form of capture in weddings. 

b. Zn form: according to the rules or prescribed 
methods (now usually 27 due or proper form) ; also, 
as a matter of merely formal procedure, formally. 

{1586 Awrelio & Tsab. (1608) D vj, It sholde be putte in 
writinge, and reduitede in fourme of lawe.] 1703 LuTTRELL 
Brief Rel. (1857) V. 350 Count de Frize, governor of 
Landau, writes, that [he] expects to be attackt in form. 
171x Appison Sfect. No. 164 P5 He recovered himself 
enough to give her the Absolution in Form. 1736 Lep1arp 
Life Marlborough 1. 24 The Art..of besieging a strong 
Town in Form. 1749 Frecpinc Yo Fones 1. xi, The citadel 
was defended in form, and at length, in proper form sur- 
rendered at discretion, 1756-82 J. Warton Zss. Pope II. 
x. 128 The publisher .. makes a grave apology..in form. 
1805 I. Linptey Voy. Brasil xix, The laws, which hereto- 
fore existed only in form, have been thoroughly enforced. 

+c. In University language: The regular course 
of exercises, attendance on lectures, etc., prescribed 
for a particular degree. Only in phrase for hés 


Sorm=L. pro forma. Obs. 

¢1470 Harpinc Chron. cx. heading, At Oxenford, where 
the clerkes be sworne they shall not rede for theyr fourme 
at Stamforde, 1523-9 Act 14-15 Hen. VIII, §3 in Oxf 
& Camb. Enact. 10 A Graduat of Oxforde or Cantebrygge 
which hath accomplisshed all thyng for his fourme. 1574 
M. Stoxys in Peacock Stat, Univ. Camb. (1841) App. A. 
19 Iff a Bachelar off Dyvynyte preche for his Frurme. — 

12. A set or fixed order of words (e.g. as used in 
religious ritual) ; the customary or legal method of 
drawing up a writing or document. 

1399 Rodis of Parit. 111. 424/x 3e renounsed and cessed 
of the State of Kyng..uppe the fourme that is contened in 
the same Renunciation and Cession, 1526 Piler. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 9 Our lorde and sauyour Jesu Chryst hath 
gyuen vs a forme how to praye. 1597 Hooker Zec/, Pol. v. 
xxvi. § 1 A strange conceit, that to serve God with any set 
form of common prayer is superstitious. 1648 [see Fiat v? 
6b]. 1660 Perys Diary 17 Nov., I inquired. .for a form for 
a nobleman to make one his Chaplain. But I understayding 
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that there is not any, I did draw up one. 1711 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 121 ® 1 Monsieur Bayle .. delivers the same 
Opinion, tho’ in a bolder Form of Words. 1732 Law 
Serious C. xiv. (ed. 2) 241, I think a form of prayer very 
necessary. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 106 The form of 
this fine is—‘ And the agreement is such, to wit, that [etc.].’ 
1855 Dickens Dorrit 1. x. You'll memorialise that Depart- 
ment (according to regular forms which you'll find out) for 
leave to memorialise this Department. 

b. A formulary document with blanks for the 
insertion of particulars. 

1855 Dickens Dorrit 1.x, I can give you plenty of forms 
to fill up. 1885 Act 48 Vict. c. 15 Sched. ii. Forms u. 
Form A, You are hereby required to fill up accurately the 
underwritten form. 1895 Zimes 5 Feb. 12/3 A message 
written on a telegraph form. 

+e. A formula, recipe, prescription. Ods. 

1484 Caxton Fables of Poge (1634) 213 A young man, 
that made pilles, after a certaine forme that he [a Physition] 
had shewed vnto him. 1607 TorseLt Hour Beasts (1658) 
147 Armetia .. prescribeth this form for the cure of this 
evill: let the Dog be put into the water..and then..let his 
hair be shaved off [etc.]. 1610 Barroucu Meth, Physick 
vil. xxiii. (1639) 410 The form and making wherof [oint- 
ments] is to be sought out of the Antidotaries, 

+138. A formal agreement, settlement, or arrange- 
ment between parties; also, a formal commission 
or authority. Ods. 

1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 8766 An fourme hii made bat eiber 
helde is owe lond in is hond. cx1z05 St. Kenelm 314 in 
E. E. P. (1862) 56 Hi makede a forme pat [etc.]. 1411 Xodls 
of Parli. II1. 650/1 Hym. to harme and dishonure, agayn 
the fourme of a Loveday taken bytwen the same parties. 

4. A set method of outward behaviour or pro- 
cedure in accordance with prescribed usage, eti- 
quette, ritual, etc.; a ceremony or formality. 
(Often slightingly, as implying the absence of 
intrinsic meaning or reality.) 

1612 Davies Discov. Causes why Ireland etc. 234 That 
the Parliamentes of Ireland, might want no desent or honor- 
able forme that was vsed in England. 1643 BurrouGHES 
Exp. Hosea iv. (1652) 212 Many who have no religion but 
a forme, yet neglect Gods forme. 1676 ETHEREDGE J7an of 
Mode 1. i, The Forms and Civilities of the last Age. 1732 
BerkeLey Alcipfhr. 1. § 1 After the usual forms at first 
meeting, Euphranor and I sat down by them. 1805 T. 
Linntey Voy. Brasil (1808) 29 The sacrament, which was 
administered with all its forms. 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. India 
II. V. vii. 620 They put on the forms of distance; and stood 
upon elevated terms [with the envoys]. 1850 TENNyson /7 
Ment, cv, For who would keep an ancient form Thro’ which 
the spirit breathes no more ? 

+b. A way of behaving oneself, an instance of 
behaviour of a given kind; in f/.=manners. Ods. 

1s9t Suaxs. Two Gent. v. iv. 56 If the gentle spirit of 
mouing words Can no way change you to a milder forme. 
1616 J. Haic in J. Russell Haigs vi. (1881) 140 My brother 
--breaks up the letter, whilk was no gentlemanly form. 
1625 Bacon Lss., Ceremonies (Arb.) 25 It doth much adde 
to a Mans Reputation .. to have good Formes. @ 1639 
Sprortiswoop fist. Ch. Scot. vi. (1655) 395 When he per- 
ceived the Kings countenance not to be towards him .. he 
changed his forms. 

15. Behaviour according to prescribed or custo- 
mary rules; observance of etiquette, ceremony, or 
decorum. 7 (full, great) form: with due cere- 
mony. Often depreciatively: Mere outward cere- 
mony or formality, conventional observance of 


etiquette, etc. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pyol. 305 Not o word spak he more than 
was nede, And that was said in forme & reverence. 1602 
Suaks, Ham. 11. i. 161 The glass of fashion and the mould of 
form, a 1672 Woop Life (1848) 118 A fellow of little or no 
religion, only for forme-sake. 1703 STEELE Tend. Husb. v. i, 
We'll eat the Dinner, and have a Dance together, or we 
shall transgress all form. 1711 — Sfect. No. 147 ®» 2 When 
I reflected on my former Performance of that Duty, I found 
Thad run it over as a matter of Form. 1722 De For Plague 
(1884) 116 They cou’d no more bury in Form, Rich or Poor. 
1776 Foote Bankrupt 1. Wks. 1799 II. 100 There is so 
much confinement, and form, even in the most fashionable 
families. 1788 Lp. AucKLAND Diary Lett. 1861 II. 74 We 
went in the evening in a carriage in full form. 1804 J. 
GrauamMr Sabéath 37 Of giving thanks to God—not thanks 
of form, A word and a grimace, but rev’rently. 1805 T. 
Linptey Voy. Brasil (1808) 126 These officers accordingly 
attended in great form. 18.. ARNoLD in Stanley Life & 
Corr. (1844) I. App. A. 344 Whether while we worshipped 
Thee in form, we worshipped Thee in spirit and in truth. 
1871 Farrar W7in. Hist. iii.97 To plant the standard of 
Christian freedom upon the ruins of Levitical form. 

b. Good (or bad) form : said of behaviour, man- 
ners, etc. which satisfy (or offend) the current ideals 
of ‘Society’ ; (good or bad) manners, collog. 

1868 Daily News 24 Dec., Happily it is not good form 
even to purchase the Bacchanalian handkerchiefs of the 
Burlington-arcade. 1883 E. B. Encranp Notes Eurip. 
Iphig. in Tauris 122 This excellent sentiment makes us 
wonder if ot véoe in Euripides’s day thought energy ‘such 
awf'ly bad form, you know’. 1890 Spectator 7 June 791 It 
is not good intellectual form to grow angry in discussion. 

16. Sporting. Of a horse : Condition in regard to 
health and training; fitness for running or racing ; 
style and speed in running (as compared with com- 
petitors). (See quot. 1861.) Zz form: fit to run, ‘in 
condition’; so out of form. Said also of athletes 
(e.g. oarsmen, cricketers) and players generally. 

1760 R. Heber /lorse Matches ix. 148 A horse in a very 
high form. 1787 ‘G. GamBapo’ Acad. Horsemen (1809) 47 
Bringing horses of different forms together over New- 
market. 1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales II. 115 To enable 
him to run in his best form. 1861 Watsu & Lupton Horse 
vi. 84 When we say that a horse is ‘in form’ we intend to 
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convey to our hearers that he is in high condition and fit to 
run. 1869 Lapy Barker Station Life N. Zealand xvii. 
(1874) 126 One of the new chums, who was not supposed to 
be in good form for a long walk. 1880 W. Day Racehorse 
in Training xvi. 157 The mare had simply lost her form— 
she was not so good as a three- as she was as a two-year- 
old. 1882 Standard 20 Nov. 2/8 Mitchell was in good 
form, whilst Peall did not play so well as on previous days 
{at billiards]. 1883 Times 22 Oct. 10/2 Glocke .. has not 
run in this country, but has shown fair form abroad. 1884 
Camb. Rev. 10 Dec. 131 In the winning crew: M. .. kept 
his form well. 

b. ¢ransf. Liveliness, high spirits, conversational 
powers, or the like. col/og. 

1877 Mrs. Cuurcu Father's Name (Tauchn.) II. i. 17 
The Misses Lillietrip were in great form. 1884 MVozcon- 
Sormist ’- Indep. 7 Feb. 130/2 The Irish members. .did not 
appear to have recovered their usual form. 1895 Pad/ 
Mall Mag. Sept. 114 Macturk was in great form after his 
breakfast, apologising to my wife with the grandest air. 

IT. Denoting various material objects. 

17. A long seat without a back, a bench. 

[So OF. forme, med.L. forma, applied also to the stalls in 
a choir, with back, and book-rest. For the origin of this 
use of the word, cf. OF. s’asseoir en forme, to sit in a row 
or in fixed order.] 

1387. Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 1V. 99 Benches, stoles, 
formes. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 172/1 Foorme, longe stole, 
sponda. 1494 FaByan Chrox. vil. ccxxii. 246 The munkes, 
with fourmes and candelstyckes, defended theym. 1539 
Act 31 Hen. VIII, c. 10 The same fourme that the arche- 
bishop of Canterburie sitteth on. 1607 Hieron Ws. I. 282 
To sitte in the schoole of Christ vpon the learners forme. 
1641 lestxy Bks. (Surtees) 191 Item for 2 short fourmes to 
sett a coffin uppon. 1694 EveLyn Diary 5 Oct., I went to 
St. Paul’s to see the choir..The pulling out the formes, like 
drawers, from under the stalls is ingenious. 1745 P. THomas 
Frnl. Anson's Voy, 320 They have no Seats, as in our 
Churches, only Forms. 1833 L. Ritcure Wand. by Lotre 
33 A large cold room, garnished with deal tables and forms. 
1875 A. R. Hore My Schoolboy Fr. 35 Abbing was made to 
stand upona form. 1877 J. D. Cuampers Divine Worship 
139 The First Three Lessons..were read by Boys from each 
side alternately from the first Form. 

18. AZech., etc. A mould or ‘shape’; an imple- 


ment on which anything is shaped or fashioned. 

a 1653 GoucE Comm. Heb. iii. 1 If the form be square or 
round, so will the metall be. 1669 Sturmy A/ariner's Mag. 
v. 63 To have a form of Wood turned to the height of the 


Cartredge. 1727-41 Cuampers Cycl,, Form ..a kind of 
mould, whereon a thing is fashioned or wrought. Such are 
the hatters Form, the papermakers Form, &c. 1858 in 


Simmonps Dict. Trade. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., 
Forms, the moulds for making wads by. 


+19. a. A window-frame. [So F. forme.] Obs. 

1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 39 The glas and the foorme of 
stoon that longith vnto the same wyndowe. 

+b. A case or box. Ods. 

1594 Prat Yewedl-ho. m1. 1 Cause new fourmes of Lead to 
be made. .in euerie of which fourmes place one flower .. let 
these fourmes be well fitted with their apt couers, and 
sodered verie close. 


20. Printing. A body of type, secured in a 
chase, for printing at one impression. (Often spelt 


forme.) 

1481 Caxton Godfrey ccxii. 312 Whiche book I..sette in 
forme & enprynted the xx day of nouembre. c1483 — 
Bk. for Trav. 24 b, At Westmestre by london In fourmes 
enprinted [Fr. 2x formes impressec). 1594 T. B. La 
Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. 337 The Printer that putteth 
ynke vpon the fourmes. 1691 Woop Azh. Oxon. II. 315 
He flew to the Printing-house and commanded the Com- 
positors to distribute the form. 1771 FRANKLIN A zfobiog. 
Wks. 1887 I. 93 On occasion, I carried up and down stairs a 
large form of types in each hand. 1882 Pesopy Zug. Four- 
nalisi xv. 107 ‘The printers, even with three sets of formes, 
often found themselves working off papers half through the 
night. 1888 J. Sourawarp in Zacycl. Brit. XXIII. 700 
The pages of'types. .are then ready to be made into a forme. 

21. The nest or lair in which a hare crouches. 


Also rarely, of a deer. 

a1300 Frag. Pop. Sc. (Wright) 318 I-buyd as an hare 
Whan he in forme lyth. ¢1386 Cuaucer Shipman’s T. 
tog As in a fourme sitteth a wery hare. c1440 Pron. 
Parv. 172/1 Foorme of an hare, or ober lyke, dzstrza. 
1576 TuRBERV. eerie 161 When a hare ryseth out of the 
fourme. 1616 Surrt. & Marxn. Country Farme 695 The 
first point. .for the killing of the Hare, consisteth in finding 
out her forme. 1735 SOMERVILLE Chase 11. 38 In the dry 
crumbling Bank Their Forms they delve. 1799 J. Ropert- 
son Agric. Perth 329 The young [deer] keep close to their 
form, until the dam return to raise them. 1845 Darwin Voy. 
Nat. iii. (1852) 46 The Indians catch the Varying Hare by 
walking spirally round and round it when on its form. 

b. transf. 

1589 Pappe w. Hatchet (1844) 19 The knaue was started 
from his Fourme. 1642 Futter Holy & Prof. St. ut. xxiii. 
215 Some Fames are most difficult to trace home to their 
form. 1655 GuRNALL Chr. in Arvm.1 (1656) 141 After he 
had hunted Pharoah out of all his formes and burrowes. 

III. 22. Comd., as form-establishing, -shtft- 
ing adjs. ; (sense 6c) form-fellow, -master; + form- 
pieces Arch., pl. the pieces of stone which con- 
stitute the tracery of a window: cf. ForM sd, 19 a; 
form-word Gram., a word serving the function of 


an inflexion. 

1599 DanteL Musophilus Wks. (1717) 388 *Form-establish- 
ing Devotion. 1659 FuLLER Aff. /17. Lnnoc. 1. 55 The 
Brittaines, *form-fellowes with the Grecians, were wholly 
given to Idolatry. 1820 Byron Let. to Murray 6 Oct., I 
met..my old school and form fellow. 1888 Daily News 
ro Sept. 5/3 The active rivalry of *form masters. — 1360 
Ely Sacrist. Roll (Parker Gloss. Arch.) In 2 lapidibus 
vocat *fourme peces empt. 5s. 1450 in /7ist. Dunelm. Script. 
tres (Surtees) 325 Pro factura ij formpeys. 1593 NAsHE 
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Christ's T. Wks. (Grosart) IV. 225 A *forme-shyfting deuill 
disguised in mans lykenesse. 1875 WuitnNey Life Lang. ii. 
21 The auxiliary apparatus of inflections and *form-words. 


Form (fpim), v.! Also 4-6 fourme(n, (4-5 
foorme, fowrme, fowrym). [a. OF. fourme-r 
(Fr. former) = Pr. and Sp. formar, ad. L. for- 
mare, f. forma Form s6.] 

1. tvans. To give form or shape to; to put into 


or reduce to shape; to fashion, mould. 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 600 We.. No figure of fin gold 
fourme per-inne. 1667 Mitton 2. LZ. vill. 470 The Rib he 
formd and fashond with his hands. 1738 Westey Hywzt, 
‘ All Glory to the dying Lamb’ vy, Send down the Spirit of 
thy Son To form my Heart divine. 1809 RoLanp ‘encing 
64 Return to nearly the same position .. but forming the 
parade with a firm, supple, and precise motion. 

absol, 1869 Warp tr. Curtius’ Hist. Greece Il. u. iv. 74 
Here artists had formed in clay from a very early date. 

+b. To express in formal shape; to formulate ; 
to state formally. Also with 2. Ods. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810).99 Pe bisshop of Parys be 
pes pan formed he. 1614 B. Jonson Barth. Fair tv. vi, 
Hee'll go neare to forme to her what a debauch’d Rascall 
Iam. 1675 Brooxs Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 286, Seven 
several pleas, that all sincere Christians may form up. 

e. To give a specified form to; to mould or 
fashion zz¢o a certain shape, or after, by, from, 
upon a certain pattern or model; to conform Zo. 

1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 3179 Yfourmed as a dragon ase red 
ase fur. 1303 R. Brunne Handi. Synne 3781 God louyp 
euery creature bat he formed to hys fygure. c¢1330 Azug 
of Vars 578 Yif Mahoun and Jovin con Make hit iformed 
aftur mon, With lyf and lymes ariht. .¢1400 MauNnpDEv. 
(Roxb.) vil. 25 Pat worme es turned till a fewle perfitely 
fourmed. c1440 Gesta Rom. xviii. 332 (Add. MS.) The 
soule, sette aboute with vertues, whan god fourmed it to 
his liknesse. @1533 Lp. Berners oz |xxxiil. 263 By y’ 
lorde that fourmyd me to his semblaunce. 1674 tr. Schef- 
Jer's Lapland 64 Charles .. divided the Countrey into 
several parts, and formed it into better order. 1683 SALMON 
Doron Med. 1. 107 Forme it into Lozenges of what Fashion 
you please. 1875 Jowrtr Plato (ed. 2) V. 172 A state 
formed after the model of Crete should .. have a character 
for virtue. 

d. zztr. To shape itself z7Zo. 
in form, fit wzth. 

1703 Moxon Mech, Exerc. 183 In short time wears the 
outside of that Corner to comply and form with the hollow 
of the Gouge. 1871 L. SrepuEn Playgr. Eur. iii. (1894) 72 
A ridge of rocky peaks, forming into two ridges about its 
centre. 

+e. trans. To express by form, to ‘ body forth’. 

1590 SPENSER /. Q, 11. i. x Sith it [Chastity] is shrined in 
my Soveraines brest, And form’d so lively in each perfect 
part, hat [etc.]. : 

+f. To agree formally zo do something. Ods. 

c 1400 Destr. Troy 10946 There pai fourmyt a fest..Serten 
dayes by-dene duly to hold. 

2. To mould by discipline or education ; to train, 
instruct. Now rare, exc. with the mind, a faculty, 
etc. as object. Also vf. to shape one’s conduct, 
style, etc. 07 or fon (a model). 

@ 1340 Hampote Psalter xvii. 29 Paire maners ere fourmed 
of samen lifynge. 1697 Drypen Vixg. Georg. 111. 305 Thus 
form’d, for speed he [a horse] challenges the Wind. 1724 
A. Cotuins Gy. Chr. Relig. 140 It seems. .natural for a body 
of slaves..to be form’d by their masters. 1746 Col. Records 
Pennsylv. V. 51 One of Your Royal Blood, form’d upon 
your Majestie’s Example. 1749 Smotietr Gil Bl. v.i, On 
this hint I formed myself. 1770 LaNcHorNE Plutarch 
(1879) Il. 715/2 Vhe reward he gave him for forming his 
son was..honourable. 1778 Earp PEMBROKE Eguitation 
87 There is'a great deal of good sense in Xenophon’s 
method of forming horses for war. 1781 Gipson Decd. & F. 
Ill. 2 The most skilful masters .. had laboured to form the 
mind and body of the young prince. 1812 Sir H. Davy 
Chem. Philos. 18 Van Helmont .. was. formed in the school 
of Alchemy. 1847 L. Hunr AZen, Women & B. 11. vii. 96 
Formed under their auspices, our parrot soon equalled his 
instructors. 1889 Jessopp Coming of Friars iv. 197 Rudely 
scrawled by some one whose hand is not yet formed. 

absol, 1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. xv. 371 But if gyle be 
mayster And flaterere his felawe vnder hym to fourmen. 

b. To inform of; also, to instruct. Ods. 

1399 Lancv. RX. Redeles iv. 58 Somme. .to be kyng wente, 
And fformed him of foos, pat good ffrendis weren. c 1400 
Afol, Loll. 71 What may pey do, but. .abid til bei be formid 
wip holy writ, how hem is best todo? 

+c. To instigate, persuade. Ods. 

1399 Lanci. RX. Redeles 1. 107 Pe ffrist pat 30u fformed to 
bat ffals dede, He shulde have hadde hongynge on hie on 
pe fforckis. c1400 Destr. Troy 8027 How bat faire, by his 
fader, was fourmet to wende To the grekes. 

3. To place in order, arrange. Also, to embody, 
organize (persons or things) zo (a society, system, 
ete:).... Cf. 8 a 

1362 Lanai, P. Pl, A. vit. 39 Pat I ne schal sende 30r 
soules saaf in-to heuene, And bi-foren be Face of my Fader 
fourmen or seetes. ¢1420 Padlad. on Husb. 1. 1101 But 
setis make yfourmed as thee list. 1667 Decay Chr. Piety 
xv. 360 Our divisions with the Romanists..are thus form’d 
into an interest. 1700 S. L. tr. ryke's Voy. E. lund. 309 
We were commanded. .to form ourselves into a Ring. 1772 
Simes A772. Guide (1781) 12 The routes must be so formed, 
that no column cross another on the march. 1874 GREEN 
Short Hist. ii. § 6.93 The Clerks of the Royal Chapel were 
formed into a body of secretaries. 

b. intr. for refl. (Cf. 8b.) 

r82zr Crare Vill. Minstr. I. 44 The noisy rout .. Form 
round the ring superior strength to show. sgh gf sf 

4. To construct, frame ; to make, bring into exist- 
ence, produce. Const. from, of, out of (the mate- 


Also, + to agree 


FORM. 


rial or elements). Also, to articulate, pronounce 
(a word, etc.). 

¢ 1300 Havelok 36 God. .Formede hire wimman to be born. 
1382 Wyciir Gev. ii. 7 God thanne fourmede man of the 
slyme of the erthe. c1q00 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 139 He 
answerde me bablynge as a childe pat begynneb to speke 
but he my3te formen non worde. c 1440 Gesta Rom. xlvii. 
204 (Harl. MS.) Adam, the whiche was shapin and formide 
in the felde of Damaske. 41514 Barcray Cyt. & Uplond- 
yshm, (Percy Soc.) 1o When the worlde was fourmed & 
create. 1551 Bp. GARDINER Z.xflic. Transubst. 107 Whenne 
God formed Adam of claye. 1577 HreLLtowrs Gueuara’s 
Chron. 75 He made the Goddesse Venus in Alabaster. ,and 
of waxe did fourme the whole Island Creta. 1611 BrsLe 
2 Esdras vi. 39 The sound of mans voice was not yet 
formed. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. x1. 570 The liquid Ore he 
draend Into fit moulds prepar’d ; from which he form’d First 
his own Tooles. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. II. 151 The 
oxygen of the oxide of the gold seizes on the hydrogen and 
forms water. 1849 MacauLay Hist. Eng. 1. 294 It had 
recently been formed out of the cavalry who had returned 
from Tangier. 1860 TYNDALL Glac. 1. xxvii. 202 The snow 
had given way, forming a zigzag fissure across the slope. 
1885 Aztiguary Sept. 89/1 Henry VIII...was the first Eng- 
lish king to form a gallery of pictures. 

b. To frame in the mind, conceive (an idea, 
judgement, opinion, etc.). Formerly also, to 
imagine; occas. Zo fornz to oneself (=Fr. se figurer), 
and with complement. 

1595 Suaks. Yoh iv. iit. 45 Could thought, without this 
obiect, Forme such another? 1667 Decay Chr. Piety xv. 
357 The defeat of the secular Design, is commonly the rout- 
ing those Opinions which were formed for the promoting it. 
1678 DrypEN AdZ for Love u. Wks. 1883 V. 369, 1 formed 
the danger greater than it was, And now ’tis near, ’tis less- 
ened. 1703 Rowe Fair Penit. u.i. 424 My sad Soul Has 
form’d a dismal melancholy Scene. 1712 STEELE Sfect. 
No. 533 P 2 Form to yourself what a persecution this must 
needs be to a virtuous and chaste mind. 1779 BurKE Corr. 
(1844) II. 270, I do not form an estimate of the ideas of the 
churches of Italy and France from the pulpits of Edin- 
burgh. 1861 M. Parrison Zss. (1889) I. 44 The reader .. 
may form to himself some notion of what [etc.]. 1866 J. 
Martineau £ss. I, 277 We form no judgments till we have 
got language. 

ce. Parliamentary. =CONSTITUTE 6 b. 

1825 T. JEFFERSON Aztobiog. Wks. 1859 I. 11 Many 
members being assembled, but the House not yet formed. 

d. refl. and zntr. for refi. 

1801 SoutHey Thalaba 1. xxiv, Three years no cloud had 
form’d. 1830 Tennyson Sea-Hazries 25 The rainbow forms 
and flies on the land Over the islands free. 1864 Bryce 
Holy Rom. Et. vii. (2875) 113 Very early. .had the belief 
formed itself that [etc.]. 1880 J. A. Spatpinc ZZiz. Denonol. 
128 Stop the butter from forming in the churn. 1893 Law 
Times XCV. 40/1 A sheet of ice had formed in front of 
Proctor’s house. 

5. To develop in oneself, acquire (habits); to 
enter into (a junction); to contract (an alliance, 
friendship, etc.). ‘ 

1736 BurLer Azad, 1, v. Wks. 1874 I. 90 Active habits are 
to be formed by exercise. 1781 Hist. Hur.in Ann. Reg. 
2/t The French .. formed a junction with the Spaniards. 
1784 CowPer J ask 11.634 We. .form connexions, but acquire 
no friend. 1828 D’Israrti Chas. J, II. xii. 309 With the 
Flemings .. our country had from the earliest times formed 
an uninterrupted intercourse. 1842 Lytron Zanoni 22 He 
formed no friends. 1891 Speaker 2 May 531/z ‘hose 
methodical readers, who have formed the useful habit of 
keeping commonplace books. 

6. a. To be the components or material of; to 
go to make up, to compose. b. To serve for, 
constitute; to make ove or part of. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pd. B. xvit. 169 The fyngres fourmen a 
ful hande to purtreye or peynten. 1717 tr. Myresier’s Voy. 
5. Sea 48 The Continent, with which it [the island] forms 
two Passages. 1781 Cowrer Friendship 14 The requisites 
that forma friend. 1817 CoLEeripce Sibyl/. Leaves, Fire, 
Famine §& Slaughter, Letters four do form his name. 1849 
Macaucay Hist. Eng. I. 294 The Life Guards..now form 
two regiments, -1873 Act 36 & 37 Vict. c. 77. § 39 The soil 
forming such butt or target. 1874 Green Short Hist. vi. 
§ 2. 275 Yeomen and tradesmen formed the bulk of the 
insurgents, 1885 MJanch. Exam. 15 July 5/2 A common 
mould fungus. .forming a kind of black velvety mass. 

b. 182x Crare V2d/, Minstr. Il. 35 Every molehill forms 
aseat. 1841 Brewster Mart. Sc. vi. (1856) 91 His eminent 
pupil Viviani formed one of his family. 1845 M. Pattison 
Ess. (1889) 1. 27 The volume of the canons which had 
formed the object of his study. 1869 FREEMAN Norm. Cong. 
(1876) III. xi. 59 A realm of which Northumberland con- 
stitutionally formed a part. : 

e. With mixture of sense 2: To render fit for. 

171t STEELE Sect. No. 49 P3 These are the Men formed 
for Society. 1777 Ropertson “ist. Amer. (1778) I. u. 84 
All these qualities formed him for command, , 

7. Gram. a. To construct (a new word) by deri- 
vation, composition, etc. b. Of a word or word- 
stem: To have (a case, tense, etc.) expressed by a 
specified inflexion. : 

1824 L. Murray Gram, I. 348 Dissyllables, formed by 
prefixing a syllable to the radical word. 1872 Morris xg. 
Accid. xiii. 168 The verbs of the strong conjugation form 
the past tense by a change of the root-vowel. 

8. Ailit, and aval. a. To draw up (troops, 
etc.) in order. Also with zz. 

{¢1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1725) 115 Walter Spek ros on 
hand, be folk to forme & taile. c1400 Destr. Troy 6334 
The fourthe batell in feld, he fourmet to leng With Arche- 
laus]. 1816 Kratince 7vav. (1817) II. 5 The troops mount, 
and, the whole being formed, move off the ground. 1833 
Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 56 The left files to be formed up, 
and sit at ease, 1838-42 Arnotp Ast. Rome III. xliii. 78 

Hannibal..forming his men as fast as they landed, led them 
instantly to the charge. 1870 Bryant /ééad I, 11. 69 For 
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there was none to form their ranks for fight. 1893 ForBEs- 
Mircuect Remin. Gt. Mutiny 41 We were then formed up 
and served with sonte rations. 

b. ref. and zztr. Of troops, ships, ete.: To 
arrange themselves in or assume some particular 
disposition or formation, according to prescribed 
rules. Also with up. Zo form on (some other 
body): see quot. 1802. 

1722 De For Col. Fack (1840) 236 Our army formed 
immediately. 1736 Lepiarp Life Marlborough I. 494 The 
first Squadrons .. had much ado to form themselves. 1795 
Ne son 1o Mar. in Nicolas Disp. II. 11 The Admiral made 
the signal to form in the Order of Battle. 1796 Just. & 
Reg. Cavalry (1813) 77 ‘They will at once form up, 1799 
Harris in Owen Wedllesley’s Desf. 119 The right wing of the 
army under my command formed on the picquets of the 
right. 1802 C, James A@ilit. Dict., ‘lo Form on, is to ad- 
vance forward, so as to connect yourself with any given 
object of formation, and to lengthen the line. 1803 Lake 
in Owen Hellesley’s Desf. 405 The infantry formed in two 
columns. 1832 Hr. Martineau Hid § Valley viii, 126 The 
soldiers formed themselves round the waggon. 1859 TENNY- 
son Rifiemen Form! ii, Form, Form, Riflemen Form! 
Ready, be ready to meet the storm! 1883 Army Corps 
Orders in Standard 22 Mar. 3/3 When the ‘assemble’ 
sounds both Forces will form up by Brigades. 

e. trans. To arrange themselves in the form of 
(battalions, a line, etc.), 

1772 Simes Mil. Guide (1781) 12 The companies will. .form 
battalions as they advance to the head of the line, and then 
halt. 1796 Justr. §& Reg. Cavalry (1813) 152 The whole 
are ordered to halt, with an intention of forming line in the 
new direction, J/dzd. 225 Form open column of divisions 
behind the right. : 

d. Zo form the stege (of a place) [Fr. former 
unm siege}: to commence active siege-operations 
(against it). 

1766 Gipson Dec/, § F. I. xi. 218 The siege of that great 
city was immediately formed. 1802 C. James Aidit. Dict. 
s.v. Siege, To forne the Siege, or lay Siege to a place..there 
must be an army sufficient to furnish five or six reliefs for 
the trenches, pioneers, guards, convoys, escorts, &c. and 
artillery, with all the apparatus thereto belonging; magazines, 
etc. 1871 FREEMAN ori. Cong. (1876) IV. xvili. 155 The 
whole army now drew near ; the siege was formed. 

Form (fpim), v.42 [f. the sb. : see Form sd. 21.] 
intr. Of a hare: To take to her form; to seat. 

1575 TuRBERVILE Art Ven. lvill. 162 To looke about hir, 
and to choose out a place to forme in. 1612 Drayron 
Poly-olb. ij, The melancholy hare is formed in brakes and 
briers. 1637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. u. vii, First think 
which way shee fourmeth, on what wind: Or North, 
or South. 1725 Coates Dict. Herald., Seateth or Formeth 
are the Terms that note where the Hare has its resting 
Place. 1801 Strutr Sorts & Past. 1.i. 17 A hare [was 
said to be] formed, a rabbit set. 

Form- (fom), in Chem., combining form of 
Formic or ForMYL, as in Forma‘ldehyde, formic 
aldehyde ; Fo'rmamide, the amide of formic acid. 
(Cf. the termination of ch/ovo-form.) 

1869 Roscor Chem. 349 Formamide, obtained by acting 
on ethyl formate with ammonia. 1890 Lancet 11 Oct. 783/2 
Injections .. of a x per cent. solution of formamide of mer- 
cury. 1894 Atheneum 11 Aug. 199/1 Last year a patent 
was granted for a solution of formaldehyde as a new 
antiseptic material, under the name of ‘ formalin’. 

-form (fpim), repr. F. -forme, L. forms, f. forma 
Form sd., a termination used to form adjs. (1) 
with the sense ‘having the form of’ (what is de- 
noted by the Lat. sb.), as in crucéformt, cunetforne, 
Jiliform ; (2) referring to number of forms, as 
diverstform, multiform, uniform. ‘The former 
class includes many words of recent origin used 
in natural science, esf. in Botany, as actnaciforit, 
calathiform, corolliform, fusiform, vermuforne ; 
new words of this type are still frequently formed. 

The termination is always preceded by -z-, either repre- 
senting the Lat. stem-vowel or its weakened form in com- 
bination, or inserted after consonant stems. By some this 
Z has been ignorantly supposed to be the genitive ending; 
hence such misspellings as /fabeform, tabuleform. 

Formable (f7imab’l), a. [f Form v.1+-aBLy.] 

1. That may be formed. In early use: Work- 
able, plastic. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xxiv. (1495) 617 The 
cypresse tree is fourmable. 1572 BossEWELL Avmorie I. 
95 b, The Cypres next vnto y® Cedar tree is most formable. 
1600 DEKKER Old Fortunatus in Dodsley O. P/. (1816) 
III. 166 God bless me from suffering you to love me, if you 
be not soformable. 1629 T. Apams /Vks, 696 The Papists. . 
not shaming to call that sacred Writ a nose of waxe, formable 
to any construction. 1674 Grew Anat. Plants w. I. iii. 
(1682) 225 Not generable, formable, or transformable. 1884 
J. Fiske Evolutionist xii. 312 A good many of his nervous 
connections are not yet formed, they are only formable. 

+ 2. Exhibiting agreement with prescribed forms; 
formal, proper, shapely. Ods. 

1479 J. Paston in Paston Lett. No. 841 III. 256 Lom- 
nore and I..drew ought a formable bylle ought of your, and 
send it ayen to th’ Exchetore. 1483 Cath. Angl. 138/1 
Formabylle ; #42 ordinate. 1586 W. WesBBE Z7g. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 90 That whatsoeuer he wryteth he may so expresse 
and order it, that hys narration may be formable. 1622 F. 
Markuam Bk. War u. y. 58 One of the first which gaue 


| light to our late Postures, and formable motions. 


Hence Formabi'‘lity, capability of formation. 

1825 CotertmncE Aids Ref. App. C. (1858) I. 394 Of infinite 
capacity and formability. 

+Formably, adv. Obs. [f. prec. + -Ly 2.] 
According to customary or prescribed form; for- 
mally; in good form; speciously. 





FORMAL. 


e1400 AZol, Lol. 79 Pis cosynage .. may not be known 
formably bi proue after be court of plete. c1450 Chester 
Pl, (Shaks. Soc.) I. 6 See that you, telers .. The storye of 
the Assention formablye doe frame. 1479 in Eng. Gilds 
(1870) 416 Such thinges as I... haue not duely ne formably 
executed. 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 31 The foxe made 
his excuse so wel and formably .. that [etc.]. 1509 Hawes 
Past. Pleas. 123 As I shall shew anone more formably. 

+ Formad, #//.2. Os. In 4 formadd. [pa. 
pple. of OE. *formedan, f. For- pref + (ze)me- 
dan; see AMAD.] Driven mad, frantic. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 24539 (Cott.), I murnand moder bus for- 
madd In sterin stanging was i stadd. 

+Formarke, v. Ods. [f. For- prefl+Maxe 
v.] trans. To make over again, ? repair. 

¢ 1483 Caxton Vocad. 21 Poul le couvelier faict et refaict les 
cuves, Poule the couper Maketh and formaketh the keupis. 

Formal (ff-imal), a. and sé, [a. L. formals, 
{. forma Form s6.; see -au. Cf. F. formel.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to Form, in various senses. 
a. Metaph. Pertaining to the form or constitutive 
essence of a thing; essential. Opposed to material. 
So formal cause (see CAUSE 5. 5). 

¢ 1386 CHAUCER JZe/ib, P 433 The cause material been the 
fyve woundes of thy doghter. The cause formal is the 
manere of hir werkinge. c 1430 Art of Nonebrynge (E.E. 
T.S.) 1 Sothely .2, manere of nombres ben notifiede ; Mate- 
rialle, as nombre is ynitees gadrede to gedres; Formalle, 
as nombre is a colleccione of vnitees. 1447 BokENHAM 
Seyntys Introd. (Roxb.) 1 The more clere That it may be 
the formal cause [He] Settyth in dew ordre clause be clause. 
1587 Gotpinc De Mornay ii. (1617) 25 They be good, as in 
respect of their bare being; and euill, as in respect that they 
forgoe their formal being that is to say their goodnesse. 
1628 T. Spencer Logick 55 Man is..fit to loue the knowne 
good. .this fitnes floweth from his reasonable soule or formall 
being. 1669 Hotper Elem. Speech 22 Of Letters the 
Material part is Breath and Voice ; the Formal is constituted 
by the Motions and Figure of the Organs of Speech affect- 
ing Breath with a peculiar sound, by which each Letter is 
discriminated. @ 1703 Burkitt Ox NV. 7. Luke xii. 32 The 
goodwill .. of God is the original spring and formal cause, 
from whence all divine favours do proceed. @1716 SouTH 
Sern. (1744) X. 37 For deceit is the formal, constituent 
reason of hypocrisy. 1814 Cary Dante, Par. u. 71 Differ- 
ent virtues needs must be the fruits Of formal principles. 
1827 WuaTELy Logic u. v. § 3 Whatever Term can be 
affirmed of several things, must express either their whole 
essence..or a part of their essence, (viz. either the material 
part, which is called the Genus, or the formal and distin- 
guishing part, which is called Differentia). ; 

+b. Pertaining to the specific form of an animal 
or plant. Of a seed or germ: Endowed with a 
principle of form. Oés. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 21 Pe foormal vertu which 
almy3ty god hab 3eue to pe maris ordeynep and diuidid 
euery partie of bese spermes. .til pat pe child be born. 1605 
Bacon Adv. Learn. u. iv. § 5. 19 Being as a plant that 
cometh of the lust of the earth without a formal seed. 1677 
Hare Prin, Orig. Man. 1. vi. 277 Although it be admitted 
that Insects and sfontaneé oyta do or may arise from 
a Semen or Principle that is not univocal or formal, 

c. Pertaining to the outward form, shape, or 
appearance (of a material object); also, in imma- 
terial sense, pertaining to the form, arrangement, 
external qualities (¢.g. of a work of art, a composi- 
tion, etc.). Also, occas. of knowledge: Theore- 


tical as opposed to practical. 

1639 Evetyn Diary (1827) I. 15 Musick, in which I after- 
wards arriv’d to some formal knowledge, though to small 
perfection of hand. 1655 G. S. in Hartlib Ref Commuw. 
Bees 27 Honey .. out of which they [the Bees] doe separate 
a more fat substance, which they also transmute into Wax, 
with a formal transmutation. 1837 WHEWELL Hist. Induct. 
Se. (1857) I. 273 The distinction of formal and physical 
Astronomy. @1853 Ropertson Se77z. Ser. 111. ili. (1872) 39 
All living unity is spiritual, not formal. 1860 Ruskin Jod, 
Paint. V. vut. i. 158 Invention Formal, otherwise and most 
commonly called technical composition. Pad 

d. Logic. Concerned with the form, as distin- 


guished from the matter, of reasoning. 

@ 1856 Sir W. Hamitton Lect. Logic xxvii. (1860) II. 64 The 
harmony of thought with the form of thought, is .. Formal 
Truth. J0id, 231 App. 1. The doctrine which expounds the 
laws by which our scientific procedure should be governed, in 
so far as these lie in the forms of thought, or in the conditions 
of the mind itself..may be called Formal, or Subjective, or 
Abstract, or Pure, Logic. 1864 BowEen Logzc ii. 42 All this, 
however, is but the elimination of Formal error. 1870 
Jevons Elem. Logic vii. 69 It is no part of formal Logic to 
teach us how to interpret the meanings of sentences. 

e. Of or pertaining to customary torm or con- 
ventionality. 

1712 Pore 1st, Ef. Miss Blownt 42 Still in constraint your 
suffring Sex remains, Or bound in formal, or in real chains. 

2. Characterized by, or regarded according to, 
its form; that is (so and so) in respect of form. 
a. Theol. Formal siz: one which is such in the full 
sense, as including not merely the outward act which 
is forbidden, but the circumstances which constitute 
it as sinful, e.g. evil intention. So formal schism, 
schismatic, etc. Opposed to materzal sziz, etc. 

1641 J. Jackson Z7rue Evang. T. 11. y2 Therefore was 
there a positive Law..not to seeth the Kid in the mothers 
milke. Not that there was any direct, or formal sin, in that 
manner of Cookery. 71656 Bramnaty Leplic. i. 66 Cannot 
God pardon formall, much more materiall Schism, 67d. ix. 
341 They are not formall, but only materiall Schismaticks. 

+b. That is such in essence; strictly so called, 


essential. Ods, 


FORMAL. 


1691 Ray Creation 1. (1704) 289 The bottom of the Eye 

where the formal Organ of Vision is situate. 
+c. That is such merely in outward form or 
appearance. Obs. 

1581 SipnEY Afol. Poetrie (Arb.) 35 Pretty Allegories, 
stealing vnder the formall tales of Beastes. 1633 Eart 
Mancu. Ad Mondo (1636) 155 Formall penitents will easily 
part with so much of their sinne as may abate nothing of 
their profit. 1634 Canne Wecess. Separ. (1849) 231 ‘he 
formal Protestants in England. 1737 Bracken Farriery 
Impr. (1756) I. 286 It is a Kind of formal Leprosy which 
often begins in the Neck, Mane or Tail. 

+d. Of quoted statements: Exact with regard 


to form, Ods. 

1563 Foxe A. § MZ. 708/1 What were the formall wordes, or 
at the least-wise in substance that I the sayde Bishop then 
vttered. 

3. That is according to recognized forms, or to 
the rules of artorlaw. Formerly occas. const. + Zo. 

1390 Gower Conf III, 89 The wise man accompteth After 
the formal proprete Of algorismes a, be, ce. ¢1425 WyYN- 
TouN Cron. 1x. Prol. 56 Now Modyr of be Makare.. To fair 
formale Fyne my labouris bow lede. 1826 Pilgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 168 The fourth condicyon of y® prayer 
of y® clene hert is, that it must be formall: that is to 
saye, it must be formed and ordred after the order of charite. 
1529 More Dial. Touchyng Pest. Sect Luther C ijb, 
A sylogysme & resonynge, almoste as formall as is the 
argumente. 1597 Morey /ztrod. Mus. 74 It followeth to 
speake of a formal closing without a dis-cord or Cadence. 
160z Daniet 7vag. Philotas iv. ii, And haue his ‘Tryal 
formal to our Laws. 1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Merch. 304 
You may not say in the Bill, It may please you to pay..and 
most men will not vse the words (Make him good Payment) 
but the fewer words the more formall. 1722 De For Cod. 
Fack (1840) 235 Noone place. .could have held out a formal 
siege. 1749 FIELDING Jo Foues v1. vii. (heading) A picture 
of formal courtship in miniature,as it always ought to be drawn. 

+b. Made in proper form, regular, complete. 
Also in familiar use, ‘ regular’, unmistakable. Ods. 

1635 EArt StrarrorDeE Lett, (1739) I. 410 An Indisposi- 
tion which hath hindred me from writing .. a formal Fit of 
the Gout. 1673 Evetyn JZezz. (1857) 1.89 We went..to see 
the formal and formidable camp on Blackheath, raised to 
invade Holland. 1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1953/1 Though the 
Lower Town has no other defence than a single Wall, yet 
his Highness found it convenient to make formal approaches 
toit. 41719 Dre For Crusoe 1. 247 As there was a Door or 
Entrance there into my Cave, I made a formal fram’d 
Door-case, and a Door to it of Boards. 

+e. Of a story, etc.: Elaborately constructed, 
circumstantial. Ods. 

1592 WarNER Alb. Eng. vit. xxxv. (1612) 168 At full he 
could his lessons, and a formale lie would tell. 1662 More 
Philos. Writ, Pref. Gen. (1712) 23 Such was that formal story 
of his casting incense on the Altar of an Idol. 1663 BuTLEeR 
Hud. 1. ii, 41 And never coyn a formal Lye on’t, To make 
the Knight o’ercome the Giant. 1708 Swirr Sacr. Test 
Wks. 1755 11.1. 121 When theearl of Pembroke was in Ireland 
..a formal story was very gravely carried to his excellency. 


+4. a. Regular, having a definite principle, me- 


thodical. b. Of feature, stature, etc.: Regular, 
shapely. @. Normal in intellect, sane. Ods, 
a. 1413 Pilgr. Sow/e (Caxton) 1. iii. (1859) 4 The ouer- 


most of the erthe was moost clere, and alwey the clerenesse 
amenussing dounward by verray formal processe. 170% 
Rowe Amb, Step-moth. v. ti. 2874 Formal Justice that 
severely strikes, And in an instant is serene and calm. 

b. 1525 Lo. Berners Frozss. II. clxiv. [clx.] 455 Therle 
of Foiz..was a goodly prince and ofa formall stature. 1548 
Hatt Chron., Edw. IV (an. 3) 194b, She was a woman 
more of formal countenaunce, then of excellent beautie, but 
yet of such beautie and favor that [etc.]. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 377 Every joynte and limme..verie formall, 
and passing hansome. 

ec. 1590 SHaks. Com. Err. v. i. 105 With wholsome 
sirrups, drugges, and holy prayers To make of hima formall 
man againe. 

5. Done or made with the forms recognized as 
ensuring validity ; explicit and definite, as opposed 
to what is matter of tacit understanding. 

1547 Boorpe Brev. Health Preamble, Let him loke to it, 
and make a formal wy] or testament. 1560-78 Bk. Discip/. 
Ch. Scot. (1621) 21 It hath power to excommunicate the 
obstinate, formall processe being led. 1622 Bacon Holy War 
Misc. Wks. (1629) 127 As there are Formall and written 
Leagues, Respective to certaine Enemies; So is there a 
Naturall and Tacite Confederation, amongst all Men 
against the common Enemy of Humane Society. 1626 
Cuas. I in Ellis Ovig. Lett. Ser. 1. ILI. 249 For Blennill he 
has yet but made his formale demands concerning the Ships. 
1771 Funius Lett. \xii. 321 Nor has there ever been a formal 
decision against them in any of the superior Courts. 1838 
THIRLWALL Greece II. xiv. 228 Cleomenes, without waiting 
for a formal commission, immediately repaired to A®gina. 
1856 FroupeE Hist, Eng. (1858) II. vii. 129 Both the king and 
the archbishop had disobeyed a formal inhibition. 

q Predicatively of a law: Of unmistakable import, 
decisive. [A Gallicism.] 

rjox tr. Le Clerc’s Prim. Fathers 260 He could not be 
transferred to Constantinople without breaking the Fifteenth 
Canon of the Council of Nice which is formal thereupon. 

6. Connected with or accompanied by form or 
ceremony ; ceremonial, ‘state’, 

1602 Warner Alb, Eng. x1. Ixvi. 283 Scarce Cleopatras 
Anthony was feasted with more cheere..than Jenkinson was 
heere : In formall Hawking, Hunting, Chace not them came 
Tristram neere. 1841 Exvpuinstone “ist, Jud. I. xi. 355 
The most general practice on formal occasions is [etc.]. 
1875 W.S. Haywarp Love agst. World 3 It will save the 
squire a formal call, 

+b. Of apparel ; Ceremonial, proper toa dignity 
or office. Cf. ForMALITY Io, Ods, 

1593 Rites § Mon. Ch. Durh, (Surtees) 43 [Pictures of 
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bps. etc.] most largly and sumptuously sett fourth in there 
formall apparell. 1656 SranLtey //zst, Philos. 1. (1701) 
136/1, I will not with a formal robe disgface Myself. 

7. That is merely matter of form: a. Done or 
adopted for the sake of form or convention; per- 
functory; having the form without the spirit or 
substance. b. That is matter of routine only, not 
of substantial import. 

a. 1648 Mitton Venure Kings (1650) 45 A formal preach- 
ment huddl’d up at the odd hours of a lazy week. 1676 
Dryden Aurengz, u. i, Of formal duty, make no more thy 
boast. 1720 Watts Hy, Come Holy Spirit, In vain we 
tune our formal songs, In vain we strive to rise. : 

b. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IV. 256 This doctrine .. 
does not extend to mere formal acts. ; ; 

8. Of persons, their manners and actions: Rigor- 
ously observant of forms ; precise ; prim in attire ; 
ceremonious. Chiefly in reproachful use: Unduly 


precise or ceremonious, stiff. 

1514 Barctay Cyt, § Uplondyshm.(Percy Soc.) 1 Amyntas 
was formalle & propre in his gere. 1594 Suaxs. Rich. (11, 
ur, i, 82 Thus like the formall Vice, Iniquitie, I morallize two 
meanings in one word. 1596 — Zam. Shr. ut. i, 61 Are you 
so formall, sir? 1607-12 Bacon Ess., Ceremonies (Arb.) 
26 Especially they [Ceremonies] be not to be omitted to 
Straungers and formall Natures. 1679 Penn Addr, Prot. 
I. vii. (1692) 27 He is reported Formal, that will not be 
Rude to Sacred Things. c¢ 1689 Prior Ode, ‘ While Bloom- 
ing Youth’ 25 Forc’d compliments and formal bows. 1693 
Hum. & Conv. Town 125 The distant Justice of Peace, his 
formal Spouse, and Daughters. 1711 Appison Sfect, No. 
119 P 5 To make Conversation too stiff, formal and precise. 
1749 CuesterF. Le?é, (1792) II. cxciii. 220 All the evening 
in formal fine company. 1853 Lyrron JZy Novel u. vii, 
More familiar with his master than we formal English permit 
our domestics to be. : 

9. Marked by extreme or excessive regularity or 
symmetry ; stiff or rigid in design ; wanting in ease 
or freedom of outline or arrangement. 

1597 SuHaxs. Lover's Compl. 29 Her hair, nor loose, nor tied 
in formal plat. 1753 Hocartu Aval. Beauty vi. 34 When 
any part of dress has not the excuse of fitness or pro- 
priety for its uniformity of parts, the ladies always call it 
formal. 1807-8 W. Irvine Sadmag. (1824) 116 Your plaited 
shirts, Your formal bag-wigs. 1873 Brack Pr. Thale xxi. 353 
Small windows with formal red curtains. 1874 L. StePpHEN 
Hours in Library (1892) I. iii. 120 Pope .. was one of the 
first..to break through the old formal school of gardening. 

b. Inimmaterial sense: Having a ‘set’ or rigor- 
ously methodical aspect or character. 

1726 SHELVOCKE Voy. round World (1757) 423 It would 
perhaps be too formal to enter upon a discourse concerning 
their government. 1846 McCuLtocu Acc, Brit, Empire 
(1854) II. 367 Formal harangues of this sort are about the least 
efficient of all the modes in which information can be con- 
veyed to the student, 1865 Grote Plato (1875) Pref. 5 The 
dramatic—as contrasted with the formal and systematising. 

B. sb. In pl. Things that are formal. 

1605 TimME QOuersit. 11. iv. 14 Simples may be distinguished 
into those things which are simple formes, and into those 
which are simple matters; or into those things which are 
simply formals, and into those which are simply materials. 
Those things which are simply formall are astrall and 
spirituall. 1875 Wuitney Life Lang. v. 95 They are 
etherealized formals. 

Formal, var. form of FoRMEL, 


Formalism (ffimiliz’m). [f. Forman a. + 
-IsM. Not in Johnson, Todd, or Richardson. ] 

1. Strict or excessive adherence to prescribed 
forms ; an instance or variety of this. 

1840 in SMarT. 1850 Kincstey A/¢. Locke xiii. (1879) 151 
Useless formalism! which lets through the reckless. .and 
only excludes the honest and the conscientious. 1852 Mrs. 
Jameson Leg. Madonna Introd. (1857) 25 The rigid formal- 
ism of the degenerate Greek school. 1862 Mrrivate Kom. 
Emp, (1865) III. xxii. 12 Completely enchained by their 
dogmatic formalisms. 1875 Stupss Cost. Hist. II]. xviii. 
273 The constitutional formalism of three reigns. 

3. The disposition to exalt what is formal or 
outward at the expense of what is spiritual ; the 
practice of using forms of worship and of religious 
profession without real devotion or conviction. 

1856 R. A. VauGuan AZystics (1860) II. 219 Formalism does 
not lie in these outward things themselves—it consists in the 
spirit in which they are used. 1878 Mortey Carlyle, Crit. 
ATisc. Ser. 1. 201 ‘The cant and formalism of any other de- 
generate form of active faith. 1883 FroupE Short Stud. 1V. 
11.iv. 208 The family devotions were long, but there was no 
formalism. ; 

Formalist (ffmialist). [f. as prec. +-1s7.] 

+1. A formal person, a solemn pretender to wis- 
dom. Ods. 

1607-12 Bacon Lss., Of Seeming Wise (Arb.) 214 There 
are in pointe of wisedome .. that doe nothing or litle verie 
solemlye..It is a ridiculous thing..to see what shiftes theis 
Formalists have .. to make superficies to seeme body, that 
hath depth and bulk. 

+2. One who formally adheres to the prevailing 
system ; a time-server in religion. Ods, 

1609 Downam Chr, Liberty 75 Do not many. .thinke them- 
selues the more religious, for refusing obedience..to the 
lawes, and censure others as formalists and time-seruers ? 
162 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. iv. 1. v, New Gods..will have 
new ceremonies .. to which every wise man as a good for- 
malist should accommodate himself. 1632 D. Lupron Lond, 
& Co. Carbonadoed, Exchange (1857) 276 A great Formalist, 
and an hazardable temporizer. g 

3. a. One who is excessively attached to forms; 
a stickler for fixed rule, etiquette, routine, or cere- 
monial, b. One who has the form of religion 


without the power. 











Jormalis FORMAL a. 


FORMALITY. 


1637 GiLLesPiE Lng. Pop. Cerem. m1. iv. 47 The Cere- 
monies are Idols to Formalists. 1 Mitton A fol. Smect. 
(1851) 316 Though the formalist will say, what no decency 
in Gods worship? 1706-7 Reflex. upon Ridicule 183 Those 
Formalists who demand Explications of the least ambiguous 
Word. 1742 Younc Wt. 7h. 1v. 638 Oh ye cold-hearted, 
frozen, formalists ! On such a theme, ’tis impious to be calm. 
1814 Scott Drama (1874) 221 The former may be called the 
formalist of dramatic criticism. 1855 Macautay //ist. Eng. 
IIL. 19 Nobody..except the solemn formalists at the Spanish 
embassy, thought his youth an objection to his promotion. 
1870 SpuRGEON 77¢as. Dav. Ps. xxviii. 1 Mere formalists may 
be content without answers to their prayers, but genuine 
suppliants cannot. 

+4. Sc. ? An authority on legal forms. Ods. 

1612 Spottiswoop Lez. in Scot Afol. Narr. (1846) 236 
To make choice of my Lord Secretary to be our formalist and 
adviser of our acts. 

Formalistic (fpimali'stik), a. 
Characterized by formalism. 

1856 Miss Winkwortu Life Tauder (1857) 107 Partakers of 
a spiritual in opposition to a formalistic piety. 1875 PosTE 
Gaius 1v. Comm, (ed. 2) 516 Its shortcoming was not so much 
its formalism (the following system was equally formailistic). 

Formality (fpimz'liti). [ad. L. formalitas, f. 
Cf. F. formalté (1497 in 


[f. prec. + -10.] 


Hatz.-Darm.).] 

+1. Formal or essential nature; the characteristic 
or distinctive property by which a thing is defined. 
Also, the condition of possessing formal existence. 

1570 Dre Math. Pref. 3 Creatures .. brought, from 
Nothing, to the Formalitie of their being and state. 1596 
Beii Surv. Popery ui. ix, 378 The formalitie of original sin 
is of two sorts. 1649 Jer. Taytor Gt. Exemp. 111. xvii. 66 
This calamity in its own formality..isa punishment. 1672 
Grew Anat. Plants, Idea Philos. Hist. § 7 Those Formali- 
ties, wherein their [plants’] Essence doth consist. 1686 
Goap Celest, Bodies 1. iii. 449 Motion is the Formality 
of Wind, 1737 WaTERLAND Eucharist 19 Mr. Scandret, 
distinguishing a Sacrament, according to its precise For- 
mality, from a Sacrifice, observes [etc.]. 

+b. Formal aspect or category. Ods. 

1620 J. Heatey Augustine's City of God 1. xiv. 23 The 
City being nothing but a multitude of men vnited in one 
formality of religion and estate. 1660 Jer, TayLor Duct. 
Dubit. 1. iii, If it be propounded as evil, the will that 
chooses it under that formality is criminal. 1668 CULPEPPER 
& Core Barthol. Anat. 1. xxviii. 70 The womb is sensible of 
Odours, not under the formality of Odours, but is only 
affected by the. .subtile vaporous matter conjoyned. 

+2. That which pertains to outward form; also, 
an outward appearance or semblance (of some- 
thing). Ods. 

1615 J. Srepuens Ess. & Char., Impudent Censurer (1857) 
134 The walking Apes; which on the Mountaines seeme 
carefull Inhabitants, but at your approach, the formality of 
man only. 1640 Be. Hari Zfisc. 11. xxii. 215 There may be 
some appendances and formalities of government alterable 
by the wisdome of the Church ; yet for the main substance, 
it is now utterly indispensable. 1645 Mitton Jetvach. 
(1851) 191 Sacred things not perform’d sincerely. .are no way 
acceptable to God in their outward formality. 1649 — 
Likon. xxvii, To root up all true virtue and honour, or to 
be contented only with some leaves and withering formali- 
ties of them, without any real fruits. 

+3. Method, regularity. Also, uniform proce- 
dure. Ods. 

1603 Hottranp Plutarch’s Mor. 423 Who greatly com- 
mended the Eliens for observing such good order and for- 
mality at the Olympick games. 1628 Lr Grys tr. Barclay's 
Argenis tor Meleander .. had .. escaped [poison] by the 
carefulnesse of his seruants, who did looke to his meate and 
his clothes with a curious formality. 1647 CLARENDON 
fist. Reb. 11. § 182 Such Judges (whose formality was first 
to Imprison, and after, at their leisure, to Examine). a@ 1650 
May Satir, Puppy (1657) 15 A strange dejected humour 
possest him three months, his actions were quite void of for- 
mality, his domestick affaires by himselfe neglected. 1655 
Fuiier Ch. Hist. 1. ii. § 5 The Archbishop .. was very 
punctual and ceremonious in his proceedings..the formality 
of his exemplary justice [etc.]. 

4. Accordance with legal form. 

1660 7vial Regic. 51 When a man would plead any thing, 
because he would Plead it in Formality, Councel is allowed. 
1693 CreEcH Fuvenal xiii. 179 If Men forswear the Deeds 
and Bonds they draw, Tho’ Sign’d with all formality of Law. 

+5. Literary or artistic form; agreement with 
the laws of form. Ods. 

1531 Exyor Gov. 1. xiv. (1883) 149 Than appoynte they 
howe many plees maye be made for euery parte, and in 
what formalitie they shulde be sette, whiche is the seconde 
parte of Rhetorike, called disposition. 1597 Morey /ztrod. 
Mus. 76 In descanting you must not onelie seeke true 
cordes, but formalitie also: that is, to make your descant 
carrie some forme of relation to the plaine song. 1674 
Piayrorp SkidZ Mus. m1. 14 If in the first Rule the Notes 
follow not in expected formality. 1677 PA. Trans. XII. 
838 Formality [in music] requires, that the succeeding Notes 
be agreable to the former. , 

6. Conformity to established rule; customary 
propriety. Often in depreciative sense, rigid or 
merely conventional observance of forms. 

1597 Hooker £ccé. Pol. v. xxix. § 1 The attyre .. being 
a matter of meere formalitie. a@xz625 Cuas. I Le?. in 
Atheneum 24 Feb. (1872) 241/3 Which I wryt not for 
formalities sake, but doe indede fynd myselfe ingaged 
both in honnorand affection. 1706 AtrerBury Sev. une- 
val Mr. Bennet 13 Nor was his Attendance on Divine Offices 
a matter of Formality and Custom, but of Conscience. 1874 
Mortey Compromise (1886) 179 If the religious spirit is on 
a fine name for..mere social formality. 1881 TyLor in 
Nature No. 623. 529 To give an idea of the state of for- 
mality into which life has come among these supposed free- 
and-easy savages. 


FORMALIZATION, 


7, Ceremony, elaborate procedure. 

1666 Pepys Diary 11 Apr., To Gresham College ; where 
a great deal of do and formality in choosing of the Council 
and officers. 1705 STANHOPE Parafhr. I1. 329 Our Enemy 
makes his Approaches toward us with less Formality..than 
He..could do against the Holy Jesus. 1725 Dr For Voy. 
round World (1840) 96 Prodigious state and formality. 
1865 Marrri Brigand Life 1. 240 Without a moment’s 
delay, and with scarcely any formality, the sentence was 
carried into effect. 

8. A ceremony; a formal act or observance; a 
legal, authorized, or customary procedure. 

1674 Martiniere tr. Voy. NV. Countries 52 The pleasant 
Funeral formalities among the Muscovian Laplanders. 1741 
Mippteton Cicero I. vi. 530 After the election, he was 
installed, with all the usual formalities, by Hortensius. 1749 
Frecpinc Toe F¥ones xvi. iv, I insist on the formality of its 
being delivered me, witha full ratification of all the conces- 
sions stipulated. 1862 Trottope Orley &. i, A codicil to 
his will, executed with due legal formalities. 

9. Something required to be done for form’s sake ; 
a requirement of etiquette, custom, etc. (Often de- 
preciatively, implying mere attention to externals.) 

1647 CLARENDON //zst. Red. 1. § 20 It would put an end.. 
to all those Formalities, which .. might yet retard the In- 
fanta’s voyage into England. 1664 H. More JZyst. /nig. 
453 Antichrist and his adherents .. boasting of works and 
dead formalities. 1685 Gracian's Courtiers Orac. 169 He 
shall never gain the esteem of an able man, who sticks 
too much upon Formalities. 1840 CartyLeE Hevoes (1858) 
282 How, by fasts, vigils, formalities and mass-work, a man’s 
soul could be saved. 1856 Kane A7vct. Expl. I. viii. 90 
Many a warm shake of the hand showed me that our good- 
bye was not a mere formality. 1874 Green Short H7st. 
iv. § 2. 174 Their presence .. became so pure a formality 
that [etc.], 

+b. Ceremonious attention (paid to a person). 

1603 Knotites Hist. Turks (1638) 96 The Emperour .. 
became his host, entertaining him with all the formalities 
that feigned friendship could deuise. 1692 Lutrrety Brief 
Rel, (1857) II. 564 The mayor and aldermen attended on 
the prince and princesse daily ; but had received notice. .to 
desist paying those formalities. 1726 SHELVocKE Voy. round 
World (1757) 407 Those .. they guessed .. to be above the 
common sort. These they always received with such 
formality as could not be expected in such a place. 

10. 27. or collect. sing. Robes or insignia of office 
or dignity. Obs. exc. Hist, + Also (rarely) in sing., 
an armorial bearing. 

1575 R. Lanewam Letter (1871) 4r Appeerez then a fresh, 
in hiz ful formalitee with a louely loock. 1614 SELDEN 
Titles Hon. 196 Neither haue they now the Crown as 
a part of their habit, but a formalitie only on their Armorie. 
1614 T. Lorxin Le?, in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 
III. 35 Doctors in their formalityes and vpon their foots- 
cloths. 1696 Lond, Gaz. No. 3176/1 In the morning 
the Magistrates went to Church in a Body, and in their 
Formality. 1751 JoHNson Rambler No. 173 P8 Divest 
themselves with too much haste of their academical for- 
mality. 1753 in Lond. Even. Post 9 Aug., The corporation 
of Scarborough waited upon the Rt. Hon. Henry Pelham, 
Esq., in their formalities. 1894 Boase E-reter Coll. (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) p. xlvii, The picture of a man kneeling, with his 
gown and formalities upon him. 

+b. In wider sense: Ceremonial or significant 
garments of any kind. Ods. 

1672 Cave Prim. Chr. m1. v. (1673) 367 They appeared in 
all the Formalities of Sorrow and Mourning, 1717 Mrs. 
CentTLivre Bold Str, for Wife v, I hoped to have been 
quiet, when once I had put on your odious formality here 
fi. e. a Quaker dress]. 

11. The attribute of being formal ; precision, rigid 
decorum of manners; excessive regularity or stiff- 
ness (of style, outline, etc.). 

1599 NasHe Lenten Stuffe (1871) 33 A universal mer- 
chantly formality, in habit, speech, and gestures. @1674 
CrarENDON Hist. Reb. vi. § 396 That which look’d like 
Formality, was a Punctuality in preserving his dignity. 1789 
BetsuaM &ss, I. iii. 66 The frozen formality. .of Charles occa- 
sioned extreme disgust. 1830 Hoop Haunted H.1. xxv, The 
very yew Formality had train’d To sucha rigid pyramidal 
stature. 1834 Macautay P2¢t, Ess, (1889) 301 His heart was 
a little cold. .his manners decorous even to formality. 1849 
Florist 285 On our left the lake, the formality of its smooth 
banks elegantly broken by those willows. 

Formalization (f:mAloizéi-fon). [f. Forma- 
LIzp: see -ATION.] The action of the vb. Forma- 
LizE; also, + an expression of offended dignity. 

1656 Finett For. Ambass. 68 His Majesty. .stormed much 
at it, till (Sir Thomas Edmonds .. being sent .. from his 
Majestie with some formalization to that purpose) The 
Ambassador was said the next day to have made his excuse. 
1682 BurtHoGcE Argument (1684) 114 ‘The Holy Scripture 
no where intimates. .any such Formalization, Incorporation, 
or Distinguishing Association of Righteous good men. 1875 
McCosu Scot. Philos. \vii. 417 He attempts too much by 
logical differentiation and formalisation. 

Formailize (fp:imaleiz), v. [f. Format a. + 
-IZE. Cf. F. formaliser.] 

+1. trans. To give formal being to; to impart 
or constitute the form, essence, or characteristic 
attribute of; to ‘inform’, as the soul the body. 

1597 Hooker ccd, Pol. v. lvi. § 11 The same Spirit.. 
doth.. formalize, vnite, and actuate his whole race. 1627 
Haxewit AZol, 1. iv. § 1. 39 Quickned and formaliz’d, as 
the body of man is by its reasonable Soule, 1678 Gar C7#. 
Gentiles 1v. 11. 68 The malice and vitiositie which formalised 
the action as theirs, is no way imputable to Gods act. 

+2. To adorn, give a specious appearance to. 

1597 Daniet Civ. Wars u. viii, To formalize his deed, He 
kneeles him downe. 1604 EpmMonps Odserv. Czsar's Comm. 
4, I graunt that it is not altogether wealth that doth grace 
and formalize the actions of men; for in some cases penurie 
. makes men more valorous. 
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3. To give formal or definite shape to. 

1646 Br. MaxweLu urd. Issach. in Phenix (1708) II. 208 
They establish’d and formaliz'd the Judicatory, by consti- 
tuting a Moderator, a Clerk, and other essential Members 
of the Court. 1647 Azsw, to Let. to Dr. Turner 19 ‘The 
Apostles..did in their latter dayes formalize and bound 
out that power which still we do call Episcopacy. 1844 Lp. 
Hovueuton Palm Leaves 89 You can fix and formalize The 
Power on which you raise your eyes. 1877 Mrs, OLIPHANT 
Makers Flor. ii. 50 The gates..shut against him, did no 
more than formalize that sentence of banishment. 

+4. To cause to take sides definitely; ve. to 
range oneself, or pronounce, for or against. [So 
formerly Fr. se formaliser.] Obs. 

1599 SANDYS Lxvopxe Spec, (1632) 206 Whereby both parts 
are formalized and settled in their oppositions. 1656 FINETT 
for. Ambass, 219 For his Majesty to establish an order, 
and after to break it .. could not but be to him of so hard 
a digistion .. yet he must (if offered) .. formalize himself 
against it, 

5. To render formal : a. To give legal formality 
to (a document). b. To render ceremonious, pre- 
cise, or rigid. e@, To imbue with formalism. 

1855 Hraser's Mag. LI, 628 Its seal.. frequently formalizes 
legal documents, 1856 Ruskin Mod, Paint. III. tv. xiii. 
§ 28 It songht eminently for orderliness .. formalized what- 
ever decoration it put into its minor architectural mould- 
ings. 1866 J. H. Newman Let. Pusey 85 When it is formal- 
ized into meditations or exercises, it is as repulsive as love- 
letters in a police report. 1870 GouLBuRN Cathedr. Syst. 
iii. 42 Having a tendency to familiarise them with holy 
things, and to lower their standard of reverence, or, at best 
to formalize them. 

6. ztr. To act with formality; to be formal or 
ceremonious ; to show the spirit of a formalist. 

a1656 Hates Ser. Duels Rem. (1673) 84 Many times 
indeed our Gallants can formalize in other words, but ever- 
more the substance, and usually the very words are no 
other but these of Cain, Let us go out into the Feild. 1697 
[see Formatizine v0. sé.], 1721 BaiLey, Mormalize, to play 
the Formalist. 1830 [see ForMALIzING Af/. a@.]. 

+7. a. trans. To cavil at, raise scrupulous ob- 
jections to. b. zztr. To cavil, raise scruples ;. to 
take umbrage; also, to affect scruples. Zo forma- 
lize upon: to scruple at, demur to, haggle over. 

(Cf. /. se formaliser, to take umbrage.] 

a. 1899 SANDYs Europe Spec. (1632) 95 By culling out the 
errours .. by formalizing the contrarieties ; mis-interpreting 
the ambiguitie, intangling more the obscurities .. in the 
most renowmed authors. 1603 KNoties His¢. Turks (1621) 
1195 His resolution was to take part with the Christian 
emperour, if the great Bassaes..should seeke. .to formalize 
his actions. .in this maner of the obtaining of his government. 
1668 R, L’Estrance Vis. Quev. (1708) 236 That is to say, 
whether in Reason of State, it ought to be done; and we 
are formalizing the Matter, whether in point of Equity and 
Justice it may be done. 

b. 1597 Lowe Chirurg. (1634) 57 But, because such as 
delight in this pastime, will formalize .. I will not al- 
together condemne it. 1641 Nicholas Papers (Camden) I. 
41 Y* kings answer to y® parlement. .is now to noe purpose. 
Ye house haveing formalized uppon it, y® king hath recalled 
it. 1655 /dzd. Il. 216 Some of the townes suspecting the in- 
tention began to formalise. a@ 1674 CLARENDON L7/é (1761) 
J, 11. 148 Particulars .. which the Officers on the King’s 
Side, (who had no Mind to a Cessation) formalized much 
upon. 1692 R. L’EstrranceE Josephus’ Antig. xvi. xi. (1733) 
471 It seems a strange thing. .that Archelaus should be now 
formalizing about his Title to a Kingdom after so absolute 
an Exercise of sovereign Power over it already. a@ 1734 
Nortu Lives II, 30r He went not only willingly, but am- 
bitiously, and formalized upon nothing that led towards the 
end he most earnestly desired. a@1797 H. WALPOLE Jez, 
Geo. II, (1847) 1. xii. 418 He .. told him that they had 
formalized at his professions, 


Hence Fo-rmalized ///. a.; Fo'rmalizing v0/. 
sb., and ffl. a. Also Fo-rmalizer, one who for- 


malizes. 

a31636 Hates St. Peter's Fall Rem. (1673) 111 They 
turned .. their true Fasting into Formalizing and partial 
abstinence. 1697 CoLLier /7mor. Stage iv. § 3 (1730) 145 
Vanity and Formalizing is Lord Foplington’s Part. a 1734 
Nortu Lives II. 65 The ministers turned formalisers; and 
the court mysterious. — Aran. 11. vill. § 26 He found 
no formalising Scruples on the Lord Keeper’s Part, 1830 
Croty Geo. JV, 364 The spirit of the juntas was timid, 
frivolous, and formalizing. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lawzps vi. 
§ 3. 165 Those gloomy rows of formalised minuteness. 1875 
Wuitney Life Lang. vy. 90 A complete formalizing of what 
was before solid, positive, substantial. 


+ Fo:rmall. Ods. rare. [? f. For- 2, Foru- pref. 
+Mauu. Cf. FoREnaMMER.] (See quot.) 


1572 BossEWwELL Armorie i. 123/b, A Sledge or an 
Hammer, of some called a formall. 


Formally (ff-mili), adv. 
-Lty 2. (Cf. FoRMLY.)] 

1. In formal respects; as regards form. a. 
Metaph. (see Form sb, 4a, Forman A.Ia): With 
regard to, or by virtue of, the form or distinctive 
essence, Also in Loge: With regard to the form, 
as opposed to the matter of reasoning. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref. 13 But formally, Number, is the 
Vnion, and Vnitie of Vnits. 158z E. Campion in Confer, iv. 
(1584) B bj, When. .the Iewes were commanded to steale from 
the Egyptians, it was in the act theft, but not formally theft. 
1678 GaLe Crt. Gentiles 1m. 32 Neither..that God doth 
properly move to sin simply and formally taken, or sin as sin. 
1685 Baxter Pavaphr. N. T. 1 Cor. xi. 23-4 The same thing 
which is materially Gold and Silver, may formally be the 
King’s Coyn..or a badge of Honour..[etc.]. 1697 tr. Bu7- 
gersdicius’ Logic i. xxvi. 106 Words .. are said to be taken 
materially when for themselves ; formally, when for the things 
by them signified. 1713 SMALLRIDGE S72, (1724) 331 The 


[f Forman a. + 





FORMAT. 


heathen and the Christian may agree in the material acts of 
charity; but that which formally makes this a Christian grace, 
is the spring from which it flows. 1864 Bowen Logic ii. 24 
Hence what is formally correct may be materially false. 
1877 E. Cairo Philos, Kant u. vi. 295 A judgment is formally 
right when its predicate is contained in the conception of the 
subject; formally wrong when it is not. 
b. With regard to form or outline. 

1868 SwinBuRNE Lss. § Sztzd. (1875) 360 His .. painting is 
. the faultless. .expression of an exclusive worship of things 
formally beautiful. 

+e. In outward appearance, seemingly. Ods. 

1602 WARNER Add, Eng. xi. xxiv. (1612) 305 The gentle- 
woman (formally then modest) blushing, said. 1608 MipptE- 
ton Mad World ww. iv, The very devil assum’d thee 
formally ; That face, that voice. 1649 BALL Power of Kings 7 
Even so there is. .an Act, or Being Really just, and seemingly 
or formally just..which may be in itself unjust. 

+2. In good form: a. In good order, style, or 
method. b. Handsomely. Ods. 

c 1400 Beryn 3457 He reportid the tale ri3t formally. 1548 
Hari Chron., Hen. IV (an. 14) 32 b, This kyng was of a 
mean stature wel proporcioned and formally compact. 

+3. According to the principles of art or science. 

1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. v. xi, All the eyght partes..Are 
Laten wordes, annexed properly ‘To every speche, for to 
speke formally. 1597 Mortey /utrod. Mus. Pref., Any of 
but meane capacitie..may..perfectly learn to sing, make 
discant, and set partes well and formally togither. 

b. According to logical form; hence, + logic- 
ally, convincingly. 

c1526 Fritu Disput. Purgat, (1829) 112 Therefore this 
argument holdeth not formally. 1548 Gest Pr. AZasse 89 
If thys be formallye argued. .then it argueth etc. 

+4. Regularly: a. In the ordinary or proper 
way. b.‘Asarule’; under normal circumstances. 
ce. With exact correspondence. Obs. 

1607 TorseLt Four-f. Beasts (1658) 237 When they [horses] 
came to hand to lay upon their backs a little boy flat on his 
belly; and afterward to make him sit upon him formally, 
holding him by the head, 1627 Carr. SmitH Seaman's 
Gram. ii. 9 The entering Ladder is in the Waist, made 
formally of wood. 1674 Prayrorp S#7// Mus. m1. 13. What 
Cords have held good in this ascending and descending of 
the Bass, answer in the contrary by the very same rule, 
though not so formally as the other, 

5. Explicitly, expressly. 

1826 Piler. Perf. (W.de W. 1531) 19 b, Though the gyftes 
of the holy goost speketh not formally all these wordes 
before sayd. @1600 Hooker (J.), You and your followers 
do stand formally divided against the authorised guides of 
the church, and the rest of the people. 1682 Norris Hzevocles 
Pref. 28 Though this be not formally intended by the Agent. 
1768 BracksroneE Covz7. (1793) 48 Though perhaps in no 
instance it has ever been formally expressed at the first in- 
stitution of a state, 1841 Myers Cath. Th. 1. xx. 3 A book 
of Maxims and of Precepts everywhere formally didactic. 
1853 C. Bronte Villette xxxvii, I cannot say that Paulina.. 
formally proposed to herself the task of winning him to reflec- 
tion. 

+b. In identical form. Ods. 

1682 Case Prot. Eng.8 All the Profits..are to be refunded 
if they be extant and found among their Goods, formally, 
or but so much as equivalently. 

6. In prescribed or customary form; with the 
formalities required to give validity or definiteness 
to the action; in set form, statedly. 

1564 Child Marriages (E. E. T. S.) 135 This deponent 
made a certen note of her Will..and after she was dede, 
this examinant made it formallie. 1597 WARNER Add, Eng. 
vit, xli. 200 At length at full and formally he courted her 
for grace. 1634-5 Brereton 7vav. (Chetham Soc.) 9 They 
..the wife and husband..conclude formally in writing. .that 
the longest liver take all. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2319/3 The 
place was not to be formally besieged, but by a numerous 
Army. 1741-2 H. Watrote Lett. H. Mann (1834) I. xxi. 86 
Waller was to have been the other but has formally refused. 
1838 THIRLWALL Greece V. xxxviil. 63 He was now formally 
accused by Iphicrates. 1860 TyNDALL G/ac. I. v. 40, I formally 
took up my position there. 

7. With formality of manner, ceremoniously. 

¢x6xr Cuapman /diad mm. 239 He stood a little still.. His 
sceptre moving neither way, but held it formally, Like one 
that vainly doth affect. 1697 Cottier Hss. Mor. Suby., 
Pride (1703) 26 To be stiff and formally reserved, as if the 
Company did not deserve our Familiarity. 1800 Mrs. 
Hervey Maurtray Fan. lV. 66 Courtesying formally, she 
abruptly left her, 

8. As a matter of form. 

1870 Rocers Hist. Gleanings Ser. 11. 235 Convocation .. 
never met, except formally, for near a century. 

Formalness (fp-umalnés), [f.as prec. + -NESS. ] 
The quality of being formal. 

1684 H. More Answer 24 To awaken them out of their 
remisness and litherly formalness. 1727 BatLey vol. II, 
Formainess, ceremony, affectation. 1890 Pal/ Mail G. 
4 Oct. 2/3 An altogether unnecessary formalness of design in 
his studies for scratched plaster work. 

+Formament. 0O0s.—° [f. L. formament- 
um, f. formare to form. Cf. OF. formement.] 

1727 Baitey vol. 11, Formanent,a Mould, Form or Shape, 

+ Forma‘nging, 2/. sb. Ols. rare. [f. ME. 
*formang-en to barter (f. For- pref! + mangen, 
whence MonckER+-1NG1).] Barter, exchange. 

a1300 E. E. Psalter liv. 20 [lv. 19] Noght es to bam 
for-manging [mistransl. Lat. conzutatio], ‘ 

|| Format (forma). [F. format, (according to 
Littré ad. L. (ber) formatus, (a book) formed in 
such or such a way).] Shape and size of a book 
e.g. octavo, quarto, etc. 

1840 Moore Men: (1856) VII. 272 To bring out the 
‘History’..in a better shape than that vile Lardnerian 

Jormat, 1883 Sat. Rev. 5 May LY. 580 The book .. is 


FORMATE. 


not undeserving of the pretty square format in which it 
appears. Mod. Prospectus, Format and paper of present 


Prospectus. 
Formate (ffm), sb. Chem. Also less ana- 


logically formiate. [f. Form(ic)+-are.] A salt 
of formic acid, 

1807 T’. THomson Chev. (ed. 3) II. 316 Formic acid may be 
obtained from formate of lead. /dzd. 521 Salts. .Formiates. 
1825 Hamitton Handbk, Terms, Formates. 1853 W. 
Grecory /norg. Chem. (ed. 3)153 Aformiate. 1876 HaRLey 
Mat. Med. 105 Formiate of potash. 


+ Formate, v. Ods. [f. L. format- ppl. stem 
of formare to Form.]} 


1. ¢rans. To form, mould. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 50/t Intermixe 
it with whyte waxe, and formate therof little Candles. 

2. ? To state in a precise form ; to formulate. 

1656-7 Burton's Diary (1828) I. 361 Unless you will have 
me to say nothing, but what you shall formate to me. 

Formation (fpimé'fan). [ad. L. formation- 
em, n. of action f. form-adre to ForM: see -ATION. ] 

1. The action or process of forming; a putting or 
coming into form; creation, production. 

c 1450 Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) I. ro The worlde. .I forme 
in the formacion With a dongion of darcknes. 1480 CaxToN 
Chron. Eng. cclvii, Aboute this tyme,there was a great 
formation of monasteries. 1530 Pavscr. 12 The rules that 
I shall gyve for the formation of tenses. 1656 CowLry 
Davideis \v. note xxvi, The Formation of the Body in the 
Womb. 1707 Curios. in Hush, §& Gard. 315 The Formation of 
Barnacles is exactly the same. 1830 D’Israett Chas. /, IT. 
iv. 43 The complete formation of this administration was 
interrupted by the death of the Earl. 1853 W. Grecory 
Inorg. Chem. (ed. 3) 52 The escape of hydrogen and the 
formation of a neutral salt. 1863 Gro. Exior Rowola 1. 
xi, His mind had really reached a new stage in its formation 
of a purpose. 3 

2. concr. The thing formed. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. ut. vi. 117 The Chorion, 
a thick..membrane obscuring the formation, and which the 
Dam doth teare asunder. 1800 Med. Fyn, III. 50x Produc- 
tive of some disgusting formation in their children. 1872 
Morris Lug. Accid. xviii. 234 Modern formations are 
numerous, as acguzttad [etc.]. 

3. The manner in which a thing is formed with 
respect to the disposition of its parts; formal struc- 
ture, conformation. 

1774 GotpsM. Wat. Hist. (1776) II. 324 These holes are dug 
with so much art, that there seems the design of an architect 
in the formation. 1808 JZed, Frni. XIX. 325 Remarks..as 
to the formation of clouds. 1845 Bupp Dis. Liver 253 
The liver..varies much in size, in different persons. .from 
mere peculiarities of formation. 1867 Smytu Sazlor's Word- 
bk., Formation. .the particulars of a ship’s build. 

4, Af?. An arrangement or disposition of troops. 

1796-7 /ustr. & Reg. Cavalry (1813) 98 The formation be- 
comes the same as to the front. 1802 in C. James AZ7/7t. 
Dict. 1832 Regul. Instr. Cavalry u. 20 The .. Formations 
must be executed as often by the left as by the right. 1879 
FroupDE Caesar xxii. 388 The usual Roman formation in 
battle was in triple line. 

5. Geol. (See quots.) 

1815 W. Puiturs Outl. Min. & Geol. (1818) 88 The term 
formation is not always used to express a deposite consisting 
only of a single stratum. .it is also commonly used to desig- 
nate a sertes of .. strata, which being intimately associated, 
and containing the same description of organic remains, are 
thence..considered to be of contemporaneous formation. 
1833 Lyety Zlem. Geol. i. (1874) 4 The term ‘formation’. . 
expresses .. any assemblage of rocks which have some 
character in common, whether of origin, age, or composition. 
1881 Nature XXIV. 14 The formation, by which, adopting a 
terminology now in much favour on the Continent, we mean 
the lithological character and origin of the rock. 

6. attrib., as formation-stage ; formation-level 


(see quot.). 

1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Formation Level, 
the level of the tops of the embankments and bottoms of the 
cuttings of a railway upon which the ballast is laid. 1892 
Gtapstone in Daily News 8 Sept. 3/1 In the formation 
stage of its existence. 

§ =InFoRMATION. 

c1470 Henry Wallace v. 977 Pardown he ast off the 
repreiff befor; and said, he suld no mor Formacioune [ed. 
1570 Information] mak off him that was so gud. 

Hence Forma’tional a. [see -AL], of or pertaining 
to formation or formations. 

1886 Amer. Frul. Sc. Ser. ut, XXXII. 244 Formational 
and historical geology. 

Formative (ffimativ), a. (sb.) [a. OF. for- 
matif, -tve (12th c.), as if ad. L. *formdtiv-us, f. 
Jormare to form: see -IVE.] A. adj. 

1. Having the faculty of forming or fashioning. 

1490 Caxton Lveydos xvi. 64 The arteres formatyue of 
speche were stopped wythin hym. 1614 SELDEN 77¢les Hon. 
Pref. Biv, The formatiue power of the Parents. 1653 
Gaupen Hzerasp. 74 All other creatures rising up, as 
bubbles. .so soon as the formative Word of God .. fell .. on 
the face of the great deep. 1824 Examiner 451/2 Associa- 
tions formative of lasting mind and character. 1859 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. ix. (1873) 235 The formative organs themselves 
are perfect in structure, 

2. Of or pertaining to formation or moulding. 

1850 Leitcn JZiller’s Anc. Art § 346. 417 The formative 
art. 1867 J. Hocc Microsc. u. i. 256 The formative processes 
of plant-life. 1875 Wuitney Lz/e Lang. iv. 46 The early 
formative period of the Christian church. 

3. Biol. and Path. (See quots.) 

1877 Bennett tr. Thomé’s Bot. 41 A special tissue to which 
the names of formative or generating tissue and meristem 
have been given. x Duane Dict. Med., Formative, pro- 
ducing, or attended with the production of, new tissue. 
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4. Gram. Serving to form words: said chiefly of 
flexional and derivative suffixes or prefixes. 

1711 J. GREENWoopD Eng. Gram. 186 The formative Ter- 
minations. 1797 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. 111. 338 The 
use of formative syllables. 1872 Morris Eg. Accid. xviil. 
211 To get at the root of a word we must remove all the 
formative elements. ) 

B. sb. Gram. a. A formative element (see A. 4). 
b. ‘A word formed in accordance with some rule 
or usage, as from a root’ (W.). (Cf. derivative.) 

1816 0. Rev. XV. 363 The element or formative, he seems 
to think, is employed to express the thing which modifies or 
connects itself with the idea suggested by the primitive. 
1865 J. Davies Temporal Augnient 31 In this language 
prefixed particles or augments are used as verbal formatives. 

Hence Fo'rmatively adv.; Fo:rmativeness. 

1654 tr. Behmen’s Myst. Magnum xxxvii. 254 That which 
he introduced out of the deity into the humanity, that is, 
neither nature, nor creature, yet in our humanity forma- 
tively. 1849 Mraser’s Mag. XXXIX. 664 These are the 
pure links of nature, wholly innocent of human formativeness. 
1874 Pusey Lent. Serm, 318 * Having or holding’, S. Paul 
says, a ‘ formativeness of godliness’ [2 ‘Tim. iii. 5 poppwow). 

+Formator. Obs. rare. [a. L. formator, agent- 
n. f. formare to form.] A person or thing that 
forms ; a creator, maker. 

1656-81 Brount Glossogr., Formator (Lat.) he that in- 
structeth, maketh or formeth. 1794 SuLtivan View Nat. 
IV, 247 If fire was its spring or formator. 

Formatory, ¢. zonce-wd. [f. Form v. after 
the analogy of Rrrormatory a.] Tending to form. 

1868 Ruskin Avvows of Chace (1881) Il. 199 The real and 
noblest function of labour is..not to be Reformatory but 
Formatory. b 

+ Forma‘trix. Ols. Also8formatrice. [a. 
late L. formatrix, fem. agent-n. f. formare to 
form.] Formative faculty. Also vertue formatrix. 

a 1648 Lp. Herpert LZfe (1886) 35 Since in my mother’s 
womb this A/astica, or formatrix, which formed my eyes, 
ears, and other senses, did not intend them for that noisome 
place. 1650 Butwer Axthropomet. 82 The natural heat 
which is the instrument of the vertue formatrix. 1678 Cup- 
wortH /nted/, Syst. 1. iii. 180 The soul endued witha plastick 
power [is] the chief Formatrix of its own body. 

Formature (ffamatitu). [ad. L. formatir- 
am, f. formare to ForM.] The action of forming. 

1659 Hammonp Ox Ps. cxxxiii. 3 Annot. 659 That first for- 
mature of rain. 18.. Churchman LIV. 498 (Cent.) These 
infant communities were easily susceptible of formature by 
leading men. 

+ Formay*, v. Obs. rare. [f. For- (? pref3) + 
-may in AMAY, DISMAY, etc.] ¢vams. = DISMAY. 

¢1470 HarpinG Chron. ccix. xi, He went into Burgoyne 
all formayed. 

+ Forme, a. Olds. Forms: 1 forma, -e, 2-6 
forme, 3 Orm. forrme, 3 firme, furme, vorme, 
3-5 form, 5 ferme. [OE. forma=OFris. forma, 
OS. formo:—OTeut. *formon-, a superlative (with 
-m- suffix as in L. primus) from the root of ForE 
adv. A variant is OE. frwma (early ME. Frumn, 
beginning) = Goth. fruma.] 

1. Earliest in time or serial order, first; also, the 
first of two, former. 

Beowulf 2286 (Gr.) Frea sceawode fyra fyrnzeweorc forman 
side. c888 K. Airrep Boeth. xv, Hu zeszliz seo forme eld 
was pises middangeardes. axz2yo Owd § Night. 818 The 
vox kan. .turne ut from his forme weie. @ 1330 Otwel 1572 
King karnifees .. slou3 him ate forme dunt. c¢ 1425 Seven 
Sages (P.) 373 Yf I speke loude or stille, With the forme 
word I sal deye. c1450 A%irvour Saluacioun 4006 Oure 
forme fadere and modere. 

absol, and ellipt, c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. x. 2 Se forma 
ys Simon. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 243 Of the formen seied 
sanctus paulus. Non est [etc.]. ¢12z05 Lay, 25151 Pe uorme 
wes Belin. 13.. 2. £. Addit. P.C. 38 Hit arn fettledin on 
forme, be forme & pe laste. c1420 Padllad. on Husb. 1. 447 
As iij is nyne, as ij is ten, the forme Thelleuth is with. 

b. Previous to the present ; former, early. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 22229 (Cott.) In form tide. c1340 did. 
8583 (Trin.) Pe forme dawes. d 

e. quasi-sb, The beginning. 

13.. Gaw. § Gr. Knt. 499 Pe forme to be fynisment foldez 
ful selden. ! : 

2. Foremost in position, rank, etc. 

14.. Rom. Alexander in Roland & V.(1836) p.xx, Antio- 
gus hadde the form gard, Tholomeu the rereward. 1523 
SKELton Garl. Laurel 595 And with his forme foot he shoke 
forth this wrytyng. 

3. quasi-Comd., in forme-fader (@) (our) first 
father, Adam; (4) = FOREFATHER; forme-moder, 
(our) first mother, Eve; forme-mete, early meat, 
breakfast ; forme-ward, vanguard. 

@1175 Cott. Hon. 231 Me .. sceolde. .3iefe him his forme- 
mete Bat him to lang ne puhte to abiden 08 se laford to be 
none inn come. @ 1200 Moral Ode 195 Ure forme fader gult, 
we abuzed alle. 13.. A. Adis. 5733 Of the forme-ward he 
herd grete cry For, hy weren assailed of olifauntz. @ 1340 
Hampote Psalter cxviii. 21 Oure form-fadirs pat god 
blamyd. ¢1394 P. Pl. Crede 808 He ..descended a-doune 
to be derke helle, And fet oute our formfaderes. c 1440 
York Myst. xxiii. 81 Oure fforme-ffadyrs full fayne Wold 
see this solempne sight. c1450 Loneticn Grail xxx. 404 
The grete wronge That oure form Modir dyde, 

Forme (Printing): see Form sd, 20. 

Formé, -ée (ff'ime), a. Her. Also anglicized 
Formy. [a. F. formé, formée, pa. pple. of former 
to Form.] Of a cross: Narrow in the centre and 
broad at the extremities : =Parrie. 

1610 Guitiim Heraldry u. vii. (1660) 80 Gules, a Cheuvron 
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between ten Crosses, Formee, Argent. 1661 Morcan Sfx. 
Gentry u.9 Crosse Forme or Patee. 1828-40 Berry Encyci. 
Her. 1, Formé or Formy, the same as pattée. 1864 BouTeLt 
Heraldry Hist. & Pop. xxi. § 1 (ed. 3) 356 Four crosses 
formées fitchées. 

Formeagre: see For- pref.! 9. 

Formed (fgimd), Zf/. a. [f. Form v.+-rp1.] 

1. In senses of the vb. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 172/1 Foormyd, formatus. 1611 
Busts /Visd. x. 1 The first formed father of the world. 1669 
Woovueap St. Teresa 1. Pref. 24 Without any formed 
words, Exterior or Interior. 1692 Ray Déssol. World ui. iii. 
(1732) 123 Petrified shells now passing under the name of 
formed stones. 1727 tr. Hyezier’s Voy. S. Sea 119 Form’d 
Apples, half green, and quite ripe, all together. 1796-7 
Instr. & Reg. Cavalry (1813) 187 ‘The formed part of the 
regiments. 1871 FREEMAN //zst. Ess. Ser. 1. vii. 173 A 
tongue which is as..a formed and polished speech. 

2. esp. +a. Drawn up according to rule; formal, 
set. b. That has obtained distinct development 
or formulation; decided, definite, settled. c. 


Perfected by training or discipline; matured. 

@. 1647 CLARENDON /7/is¢. Red. 11. § 3 A long, form’d dis- 
course. 1725 tr. Dupin's Eccl. Hist. 17th C. I. v. 68 In the 
First he treats of the canonical or form’d Epistles. zd. 69 
Gerard Rodolphus..whose Book of Canonical, Form’d..and 
Dimissory Letters were printed at Cologne in 1582. 

1608 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. iv. § 12. 23 Besides the 
which there are some other rather peccant humours, then 
fourmed diseasses. 1676-7 MarveLt Corr. cclxxvii. Wks. 
1872-5 II. 506 It tooke not so much place as to come toa 
formed question. 1681-6 J. Scorr Chm. Life (1747) ILI. 386 
Government is essential to formed and regular Societies. 1771 
Mackenzie Man of Feeling x\. (1803) 90 Though he had no 
formed complaint, his health was manifestly on the de- 
cline. 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. (nda M1. v. viii. 659 Without 
any formed intention of mendacity. 

ce. 1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 83 A formed horse must be 
rode on the bit entirely. 1834 J. H. Newman Par. Serv. 
(1837) I. xv. 276 The spontaneous acts of the formed Chris- 
tian temper. 1865 M. Arnon &ss. Crit. viii. (1875) 326 An 
effect not only upon the young and enthusiastic .. but upon 
formed and important personages. 

+d. Formed bachelor (= med.L. baccalaureus 
JSormatus), a bachelor who has performed the whole 


of his ‘forma’: see Form sd. 11 c. 

This was the highest stage in the degree of B.D. in 
medizval universities, the earlier stages being those of 
cursor or biblicus, and sententiarius. 

1727-41 CHAMBERS Cycd. s.v. Bachelor, At present, formed 
bachelor denotes a person who has taken the degree regularly, 
after the due course of study.. by way of opposition to a 
currant bachelor who is admitted in the way of grace, or by 
diploma. Fe 

3. Her, =Formb, -BE, PATTin. 

1s92 WyrLey Arworie 111 Ten formed croslets. 

+ Formedon (ff-1médgn). Law. Also 5 fourme 
doon, 5-6 form(e)downe, 6-7 formdon(e. 
[AF., f£ Law Lat. phr. forma dont form of gift.] 
A writ of right formerly used for claiming entailed 


property (see quot. 1628). 

[1485, 1523, 1598, 1768: see DeScENDER!.] 1495 Ac? 11 
fen. VII, c. 60, § x The seid Hugh ..[may] pursue for the 
recovere of the same londes by fourme doon or otherwise. 
1523 Firzuers. S77. xi. (1539) 17 The Kynges writte of 
Formdone. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 326b, There be three kinde 
of Writs of Formedon, viz. The first in the Discender to be 
brought by the issue in taile, which claime by discent Per 
formam doni. The second is in the Reuerter, which lieth for 
him in the reuersion or his heires or Assignes after the state 
taile be spent. The third is [in] the Remainder, which the Law 
giueth to him in the remainder, his Heires or Assignes after 
the determination of the estate taile. 1680 FILMER Patriarcha 
iii. § 17 (1884) 71 Who brought a formedon against a poor man, 
1741 T. Ropinson Gavelkind vi. 106 The Writ of Formedon 
brought by Daughters. 1876 Dicpy Real Prof. iv. § 3. 193 
This was called the writ of ‘formedon in the descender’. 

+ Formel, formal, sd. Ods. Also 4-5 for- 
maylle, 7 formale, fore-male. [a. F. formed adj. 
(see ForMAL), which occurs in faucon formel, and 
latinized as formelus in a letter of Magnus of 
Norway to Edw. I, as an epithet applied to hawks. 
As the female hawk was greatly superior for pur- 
poses of sport, the sense of formed in this applica- 
tion may be ‘regular’, ‘ proper’ (see FORMAL @.). 

Cf. F. forme, ‘a term of Hawking, the female of a bird of 
prey that gives its name to the species’ (Littré).] 

The female of the eagle or the hawk. Also attrzd. 

¢1381 Cuaucer Parl, Houles 371 To chese or for to take, 
By hir acord, his formel or his make. Jdid. 373 Nature 
held on hir honde A formel egle. 7a 1400 Morte Arth. 4003, 
I salle neuer .. ffawkone ne formaylle appone fiste handille. 
ax605 Montcomerte Misc. Poems xviii. 38 Quhilks vhen 
they sau they wroght in vane, The formels fair auay they 
fure, 1616 Surrt. Marku. Country Karme 712 Of Mer- 
lins there are both males and females..the female is called 
the formale. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat, u. (1677) 215 If 
you will fly with a Merlin at a Partridge, chuse the Formal, 
which is the Female. The Jack is not worth the training. 
1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 239/t Fore-Male, the term 
given to all Females of Hawks. 

Forme’l, v. dial. [a. ON. forméla to appoint, 
f. for-, For- pref.*, Fore- + méla to speak. 

The pa. t. and pa. pple. formelt in Cursor Mundi may 
belong to */ormeld, f. For- pref? 4-MELD.] . 

trans. +a. To mention beforehand; also zztr. 
to speak beforehand of. b. dial. To bespeak. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 10181 Pe tober part, als was for-melt, It 
was bi-tuix be prestes delt. /dd. 10387 (Gétt.) Pe hundrid 
schepe pat i for-melt ‘l’o all be comune war pai delt. 1674 
Ray XN. C. Words 18 To Format [sic: read Formal] or 
Formel: to bespeak anything. 1869 in Lonsdale Gloss. 


FORMELL. 


1878 Cumbid, Gloss.s.v., ‘He formelt a par 0’ shun wi’ stee 
cokers and girt heedit nails at t’ boddam’, 


+ Formell. Oés. [ad. Anglo-Lat. forme//a (sub- 
stituted, perh. by mistake, for FOTMAL in one ver- 
sion of the Assésa de Ponderzbus), a dim. of forma 
Form, in the sense of ‘mould’; ct. formella a 


cheese (Du Cange).] = Forman, 

1674 JEAKE Avith. (1696) 80 Lead .. By the Ordinance 
abovesaid, r Load 30 Formells..So was the Formel 70 
Pounds, a Weight now grown obsolete. 


+ Forme'lt, v. Ods. [f. For- pref! + Metr z. 
(str. and weak).] 2dr. (strong) and ¢rams. (weak). 


To melt, melt away. 

c893 K. AEtrrep Ovos. v. iv, Ealle ba scipu formulton. 
¢ 1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 151 Pe sunne hete be snow, pat he 
hit for-melted to watere. cx1230 Hali Meid. 13 Pat ha ne 
merren ne formealten purh licomliche lustes. @ 1240 Saw/es 
Warde in Cott. Hom. 251 Pat pich ham forwalled adet ha 
beon for mealte. 

Hence Forme'lting A//. a. 

1606 CHapMaNn GentZ, Usher, lvow.. By the. .imaginarie 
ioyes Of vntride nuptialls ; by loues vshering fire Fore-melt- 
ing beautie and loues flame itselfe. 

Formene (fpimzn). [f. Form(c) + -ENE.] 
Methane or marsh-gas (CH,). Hence Forme-- 
nophone [Gr. ¢wv7 sound] : see quot. 

1884 A thenwum 19 July 86/3 Formene..cooled in boiling 
ethylene .. is resolved into an extremely volatile colourless 
fluid. 1894 Pop, Sci. Monthly XLIV. 576 An instrument 
which he calls a formenophone has been invented by..M. E. 
Hardy, for..estimating the proportions of gaseous impurities 
of an atmosphere by the sound they give in a pipe. 

+ Forme'nge, v. Obs. [OE. formengan, f. 
For- pref.) + mengan, MENGE v. to mix; = Du., 
Ger. vermengen.| trans. To confound, trouble. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 17292 Alle for-menged in bar mode, 

Former (ff1moz), 56.1 [f. Form v.+-ER !.] 

1, One who forms or gives form to something ; 
a maker, creator, fashioner, framer. 

1340 Cursor M. 24411 (Fairf.) pe elementis ben mirkenid 
alle quen pai sagh paire fourmer falle, c1386 CHAucER 
Doctor's T. tg He that is the former principal Hath maked 
me his vicaire general, To forme and peynten erthely 
creaturis Right as me list. ¢ 1400 Maunpev. (1839) Prol. 2 
He that was formyour of alle the World. 1552 Hutoet, 
Brycke former or maker, 1610 HEAey S?. Aug. Citie of God 
XII. Xxvi. (1620) 443 Porphyry..affirmeth directly that these 
gods..are but the forgers of our prisons, and not our formers 
but only our iaylors, 1678 Cupwortn /7fel/. Syst. 440’ The 
Framer and Former of the Vniverse. a 1711 Ken Christophil 
Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 456 Thou in the New Creation art The 
Former of the Heart. 1841 D’Israrit Amen. Lit. (1867) 102 
The first former of the vernacular literature of Italy. 1891 
Bookseller July 647/2 The writer does not concern himself 
with education as a former of character. 

+2. Aninstructor, instigator. Ods. (Cf, ForMv.12), 

140r Pol, Poems (Rolls) II. 42 Iak Uplond..thour3 form- 
yng of his formere thus freyneth a frere. 07d. 43 Jak, thi 
formur is a fole, that thus thee hath yfourmed, to make so 
lewid an argument. 

3. Applied to various instruments or tools used 


in forming articles (see quots.). 

1847 HaLiiweELL, Forwer..also an instrument for holding 
different pieces of a table together. 1874 Knicur Dict, 
Mech., Former, a templet, pattern, or gage by which an 
article is shaped, as pottery or an object in the lathe. A cutter 
by which patterns, blanks, wads or pieces are cut from 
sheets for various purposes. 1884 F. J. Britten Watch § 
Clockmz. 129 For polishing, formers of brass to begin.. For 
soft stones the formers are of lead. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. 
Mech, Engin., Former or Copy, the templet used for the 
cutting of wheel teeth, and other works in copying machines. 

b. Gunnery, etc. (See quot. 1867.) 

1644 Manwayrine Sea-mmans Dict., A Fornier is a peece 
of wood, turned round, somewhat lesse then the bore of the 
Peece for which it is made .. The use whereof, is to make 
upon it Paper Carthrages or Linnen Carthrages. 1669 
Sturmy Mariner's Mag. v. 86 Dip an Inch of the Case in 
Water, the Formor in him. 1794 NeEtson g July in 
Nicolas Disp. (1845) I. 430 The Victory has a Former 
for twenty-six pounders. 1867, SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
Former, a small cylindrical piece of wood on which musket 
or pistol cartridge-cases are rolled and formed. The name is 
also applied to the flat piece of wood with a hole in the 
centre used for making wads, but which is properly /orv. 
1873 E. Spon Workshop Receipts Ser. 1. 124 To roll up the 
cases [of rockets] you must have a smooth round ruler, 
or, as it is called, a former. 

e. (See quot.) 

1802 C. James Milit. Dict., Formers were likewise used 
among officers and soldiers to reduce their clubs [Cus sé. 6] 
to a uniform shape, before the general introduction of tails. 

+ Former, 50.2. Obs. Also6formour. [ad. 
OF. formotr chisel, f. form-er to Form; subse- 
quently altered into fermozr : see FIRMER.] 

A kind of chisel or gouge, used by carpenters and 
masons (see quot. 1688; the description may have 
been influenced by false etymology). 

1530 Patscr. 222/t Formour or grublyng yron. 1553 
T. Witson Rhez. 83 The mason [hath] his former, and his 

laine. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury ui. viii. § 135 The second 
is termed a Former, it is a Chissel used before the Paring 
Chissel in all works. Jdzd. ix. § 142 The Clenser, or Former, 
is a broad ended Iron Plate, or Old [? Cold] Chessel, with 
a broad bottom, set in an Handle; with which Tool they 
smooth and make even the Stone after it is cut into that form 
and Order, as the Work-man will have it. 1727-5x CHAm- 
pers Cycl. s.v. Chissel, The chissels used in carpentry and 
joinery are, r. The former, which is used first of all before 
the paring-chissel, and just after the work is scribed. 

Former (ff1mo1), a. Also 2-4 formere, 6 
formar(e, (Sc, formair), 7 formore. [First re- 
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corded in the 12th century ; a comparative formed 
on the analogy of formest, Forrmost. In 16-17thc. 
the ending was sometimes assimilated to Morn. 

1, Earlier in time. Now chiefly in the more 
specific sense; Pertaining to the past, or to a 
period or occasion anterior to that in question. 

The sense ‘ the earlier of two’ (in strictly temporal appli- 
cation) is ods. or avch, exc. with reference to the halves of 
a period of time. 

c1160 Hatton Gosp. Matt. xxi. 36 Da sende he eft odre 
peowas selre panne ba formere [earlier text ba erran] weron. 
¢ 1380 WycuiF Sed. Wks. 11. 363 Pe pope may..revoke his 
former errour, 1545 Jove #2f. Dan. viii. 126 As the later 
waues thruste forthe the former sourges. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 104 In my former letters. 1611 Biste Hos. 
vi. 3 He shall come vnto vs..as the latter and former 
raine. 1632 J. LEE Short Surv. 73 Having. .the next yeare 
gathered together a farre greater army then the former. 
1642 Perkins Prof. BR. vil. § 479. 210 The testament .. 
shall stand, notwithstanding that it hath the former 
date and was written before the other testament. 1676 
Dryven A urengz. 1V. i. 1589 Trust on, and think to Morrow 
will repay : To Morrow’s falser than the former Day. 1699 
Dampier Voy, II, 1. 177 The former part of the night we 
had much Rain. 1711 Appison Sfect. No. 94 ® 8 With 
many melancholy Reflexions upon his former and his pre- 
sent State of Life. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxvi, 
Eva appeared more like her former self than ever she had 
done since her sickness. 1875 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) I. 176 
The admission of that, he replied, would belie our former 
admissions. 

+b. followed by than, Obs. rare. 

1382 Wycuir Yohn i. 30 He was the formere than I, 1611 
Sprep heat. Gt. Brit. (1614) 138/1 All which shew a former 
interest for Ireland then that which by conquest under 
Henry the second was made. 

+e. In ME. it sometimes took the place of the 
earlier Forme, first, primeval, as in former Sather, 
days; with similar sense the former age (Chaucer). 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5464 (Gott.) Jacob..to his former fadris 
ferd. did. 9156 (Gott.) He was pe first .. Pat ded men 
raysed in former dais [Co?t. in form dais]. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Former Age 2 A Blysful lyf .. Ledden the peoples in the 
former age. c¢1400 MaunbeEY. (1839) Prol. 2 The Synne of 
oure formere Fader Adam. 1529 Sir T. More Dyaloge 
126 a/2 From oure formar father Adam to y? laste day. 

d. Formerly possessed, occupied, frequented, etc. 

1388 Wycuir Fudge. xvi. 28 3elde thou now to me the for- 
mere strengthe, that Y venge me of myn enemyes, 1607 


’ Suaxs, Cov. v. ili. 202 Out of that Ile worke My selfe 


1697 DrypDen V7rg. Georg. 1, 153 In 
Lbid. IW. 79° 


a former Fortune. 
Peace t’ enjoy his former Palms and Pains, 
This finish’d, to the former Woods repair. 

2. With reference to order. Zhe former (often 
absol., with ellipsis of sb.): a. The first of two. 
+ Also, the (immediately) preceding ; and occas, in 
connexion with a cardinal numeral =FIrRsvT a. 2e. 

1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. H iij, In y® 3ere besydes 
y° 52 owkes yair is ane day ode, quhilk makis y* dominical 
lettre to be changeit euerie 3ere in the formair. 1609 BisLe 
(Douay) 2 Kings Comm., In the seventene former chapters, 
are recorded [etc.].. The other eight chapters conteine other 
thinges donne in Juda. a@1703 Burkitt Ox N. 7. Mark iii. 
4 The former part of this chapter reports to us a miraculous 
cure. 1824 L. Murray Lug. Gram, (ed. 5) I. 348 Of dis- 
syllables, formed by affixing a termination, the former 
syllable is commonly accented. 

b. The first mentioned of two; opposed to /atzer. 

A.use app. of late introduction, but now so prominent that 
the other uses have become restricted to contexts in which 
the word could not be misinterpreted in this sense. 

1897 Hooker Zcc?, Pol, v. iv. §3 Of the former kinde are 
all manner vertuous duties. 1606 SHaks. Av. § C?, 11. xiii. 
80 Wisedome and Fortune combatting together, If that the 
former dare but what it can, No chance may shake it. 1674 
tr. Scheffer's Lapland 84 Two doors, one, a foredoor, and 
the other, a backward ; the former bigger and more ordinarily 
used, the latter less. 1717 Pore Is. Pref., A bad Author 
deserves better usage than a bad Critic ; a man may be the 
former merely thro’ the misfortune of an ill judgment, but 
fetc.]. 1789 Bentuam Princ. Legis. xvii. § 6 The latter 
mode is not less certain than the former. 1841 Lane Arad, 
Nts. I. 76 Therefore, in this work, I call the former ‘a piece 
of gold’, and the latter ‘a piece of silver’, 1886 A. WINCHELL 
Walks & Talks Geol. Field 180 The former locality. .has for 
many years beena favourite collecting-ground of geologists. 

+e. Spoken of before, aforesaid. Ods. 

1607 TorseLt Four-f, Beasts (1658) 14 She presently threw 
herself from the former rock, and so she ended. 

+3. Situated more forward ; front, fore. Ods.. 

1382 Wycuir 2 Macc. iii. 25 He with fersnesse. .rushidethe 
former feet to Heliodore. a@1400 Octouianx 1040 ‘Two bole- 
axys..In hys former arsun were y-honge. 1544 PHAER Regi, 
Life (1560) Sv b, Apply it to the former part of y® heade, 
1558 Willof R. Hetlawe(Somerset Ho.), Rynge that I weare 
upon my former fynger. 1593 Rites of Durhane (Surtees) 17 
In the former part of the Quire. 1601 SHaks. Fi/. C. v. i. 
80 Comming from Sardis, on our former Ensigne Two 
mighty Eagles fell, and there they pearch’d. 1668 CuLrrp- 
per & Cote Barthol. Anat.1. iy. 7 In the former part of a 
Mans Neck. 1678 tr. Gaya’s Art of War u. 66 Vo fire in 
gaining of ground, the Battalion is commanded to advance 
as fast as the former Ranks discharge. 

4. In the absol. or elliptical use, sometimes in- 
flected asa sé. +a. With plural suffix (ods. rare). 
b. With genitive suffix. 

a. 1548 W. Patten Exped. Scot. Pref. Aiija, We 
must be content in commune speche to vse the termes of our 
formers deuised. 1606 WarNnER Ald. Eng. xv. xciii. 374 
Pictish Britons did Brittish Reuolts inuaid, Because those 
Lattres (basely thought those Formers) Rome obaid. 

. 1613 T. Jackson Comm. Apost. Creede 1. 380 The 
manner..of the formers dissolution. 1824 L. Murray Eng. 
Gram. (ed. 5) I. t1o2 The former’s phlegm was a check upon 
the latter's vivacity. 








FORMICANT. 


Formeret (ffimérét). Arch. [a. F. formere? ; 
according to Hatzf.-Darm. f. forme Form s0.] 

1872 Gloss. Eccl. Terms (Shipley), Formaret, rib moulding 
placed at the junction of a vault with the vertical wall. 

Formerly ({f-1mouli), adv. [f. Former a. + 
-LY 4, 

+1. Before another or something else; first, be- 
forehand. Ods. 

1596 SPENSER F, Q. v1. i. 38 Calidore .. Nimbler handed 
Preuented him before his stroke could light And on the 
helmet smote him formerlye. c1645 Hower. Leé¢. (1655) 
IV. xi. 29 If I had not formerly read the Barons Wars in 
England, I had more admir’d that of the Liguers in France. 

2. In former days, at some past time. 

1599 Haxtuyrt Voy. II. 181 Requiring for the visiting 
no more then formerly they were accustomed to pay at their 
first comming. 1607 Suaks. Cor. iv. i.53 You shall Heare from 
me still, and neuer of me ought But what is like me formerly. 
1674 MartinierE Voy, N. Countries 58 After supper we 
went to our lodging, which as formerly was upon Bear-skin 
spread upon the floor, 1709 STEELE & Appison 7 atler 
No, 114 P 1, I had formerly conversed with him at this 
House. 1856 Sir B. Brovir Psychol. Ing. 1. i. 5 We were 
sensible that we were not what we had been formerly. 
1857 BuckLe Civi/iz, I. xi. 626 The superstitious reverence 
with which kings were formerly regarded is extinct. 

+3. A little time before, just now. Odés. 

1590 SPENSER F. Q. u. xii. 67 Her faire locks, which for- 
merly were bownd Up in one knott, she low adowne did lose. 
1596 Suaks. Merch. V. iv. i. 362, 1665 Mantey Grotins’ 
Low C, Warres 681 They who had formerly gone out of the 
Battel, to be refreshed and comforted, came in again, 1697 
Porter Antig. Greece w.iv.(1715) 194 As has been formerly 
observed. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. xxxii, Those .. whom 
I formerly rebuked with such sharpness. 

+ Fo'rmerness. Ods. [f. FORMER a. + -NESS.] 
The quality of being former; anteriority. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay vii. 98 Where order is, there 
is a formernesse and an afternesse. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk 
§ Selz. 14 To shut out formerness and afterness. 

+Formerward. Obs. rare—'. [f. FORMER a. 
+ Warp: cf. ForEwarp 2.] The vanguard. 

13.. K. Adis. 7786 Antioche hadde the former-warde, And 
Tolomé the reirwarde. [Cf. quot. 14.. in Forme @. 2.] 

Formest: see FoREMOST. 

Formet, obs. form of FouMART. 

Formful (fp-1mful), a. [f. Form sd, + -FUL.] 
Full of form or forms; a. Apt to create forms (of 
the imagination). _b. Shapely. 

1727-46 THomson Swmer 1632 As fleets the vision o'er 
the formful brain. 1798 BLoomFieLp Marwer’s Boy, Winter 
289 Fancy’s formful Visions, 1832 Blackw. Mag. XXXI. 
999 He is familiar with Chantrey’s form-full statues, 

Formiate: see FORMATE. 

Formic (ffimik), a. [for */ormicic, f. L. 
Sormic-a ant+-1c. Cf. F. formigue.] 

1. Chem. Formic acid: a colourless irritant vola- 
tile acid contained in a fluid emitted by ants. 

Formic ethers, ethers obtained by substituting alcoholic 
radicals for the basic hydrogen of formic acid. 

1791 Hamitton Berthollet's Dyeing Il. 11. 1. i. 52 Formic 
acid acts on indigo like the muriatic. 1807 T. THomson 
Chem. (ed. 3) 11. 313 Of formic acid. 1871 TynpaLt Fragm. 
Sc. (1879) I. xvii. 449 For barely visible redness formic aether 
is more opaque than sulphuric. 1884 BowEr & Scotr De 
Bary's Phaner. 68 By distilling the nettle plant with sul- 
phuric acid formic acid is obtained. i 2 

2. Occas. in ge. sense: Of or pertaining to ants. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Extonzol. (1843) II. 88 A nest of ants.. 
enjoying the full sun, which seems the acmé of formic 
felicity. 1857 Chamb. Frnl. VII. 300 Republicanism is 
made to find its antitype in the formic community. 

|| Formica (fpimai'ka). [L. formica ant.] 

1. Znt. The typical genus of the family Formz- 
cide ; the ant. 

1865 Livincstone Zambest ix. 190 We could not [sleep] 
because of the attacks by the fighting battalions of a small 
species of formica. 1878 Bett Gegenbaur’s Comp, Anat. 
272 Many Hymenoptera, Formica, Cynips, also possess it. 

2. A kind of abscess, ulcer, or excrescence, oc- 
curring esf. in a hawk’s bill or a dog’s ears. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 213 Pustule pat comeb of 
humours corrupt as ignis persicus & miliaris & fformica 
schall be purged. 1543 TRAHERON tr. Vigo’s Chirurg. U. 
vi. 20 b, Formica is a lytle pustle, or many pustles that come 
upon the skynne .. The thyrde [sygne] is pryckynge, and it 
is a sodayn bytyng as it were of an ante wherof it hath hys 
name. 1614 Marxuam Cheap Husd, (1623) 161 The For- 
micas in Hawkes isa hard horne growing vpon the beake of 
a Hawke. 1674 N. Cox Gentt. Recreat. 1. (1677) 248 Of the 
Formica. This is a Distemper which commonly seizeth on 
the Horn of Hawks Beaks, which will eat the Beak away. 
1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 225 Formica 
or Scab in the Ears [of a dog]. 

Formican (fpimoi:kan), a@. rare. [f. prec. + 
-AN.] Of or pertaining to ants. ; 

1880 Daily Tel. 16 Nov., If the Queen-ant 1s removed 
from a nest, the formican politicians settle down soon into 
a steady-going Republic. 1884 G. ALLEN in Long7, Mag. 
V. 42 These singular results of formican selection. ¥ 

Formicant (fy:mikint), a. [ad. L. formicant- 
em, pr. pple. of formicare to crawl like ants (said 
of the pulse or skin), f. formica ant.] Crawling 
like an ant; in Path. of the pulse (see quot. 1893). 

1707 Fiover Physic. Pulse-Watch 5x A formicant Pulse is 
like the motion of an Ant, who moves her feet oft without 
going much forward. 1842 Dunctison Dict. Med. (ed. 3), 
Formicant, an epithet given to the pulse when extremely 
small, scarcely perceptible, unequal, and communicating a 
sensation like that of the motion of an ant through a thin 
texture, 
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FORMICARIAN. 


Formica‘rian, 2. [f. L. */ormicari-us (see 
Formicary) +-AN.] Relating to or resembling ants. 

1607 TorsELL Four-/. Beasts (1658) 29 It is called a Formi- 
carian Bear; for.. whereas that Countrey is .. annoyed 
with..Ants, that beast doth .. prey and feed upon them. 
— Serpents (1658) 769 This formicarian or Pismire-like 
Phalanx. — = Oe heen 

Formicarioid (fpimikéo'rijoid), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -OID.] Of or belonging to the /ormicarioidex or 
ant-thrushes. Also sd.,a member of this family. 

1874 A. R. WaActace in /d7s Ser. 1. IV. 413 Formicaroid 
[szc] Passeres. , oak Bie 

Formicarium (fpimikeo'rivm). 
see FORMICARY.] = FORMICARY. 

1834 Mepwin Angler in Wales I. 161 For I found that our 
bungalow .. was a ‘formicaria’ [s/c]. 1863 Bates Nat. 
Amazon 1, 32 A Formicarium or ant-colony. 1892 Edin. 
Rev. July 46 The formicarium or burrow of the ants. 

Formicary (ffamikari). [ad. med.L. form7- 
cari-um, neut, sing. of *formicarius pertaining to 
ants, f. L. formica ant.) An ants’ nest, ant-hill. 

1816 Kirpy & Sp. Lntomiol. (1843) II. 47 They are con- 
ducted into the interior of the Formicary. 1 Luspock 
in Frnl. Linn. Soc. XV. No. 83. 176 The queen was alone 
within an artificial glass formicary. 

Formicate (fpimikét), a. rare—®% [f. L. 
JSormica ant +-ATE.] Resembling an ant. 

1840 in SMART. . 

Formicate (fpimikeit), v. [f. ppl. stem of 
L. formicare : see FoRMIOANT.] zx¢tr. To crawl like 
ants ; ¢ransf. to swarm 77th moving beings. Hence 
Formicating Af/. a. = FORMICANT. 

1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Comtpit. vi. 180 A languid, unequal, 
or formicating Pulse. 1854 LoweLy Frv/. Italy Prose Wks. 
1890 I. 165 An open space, which formicated with peasantry. 

Formication (fpimiké'fan). Path, [ad. L. 
formication-em, n. of action f. formicare (see 
Formicant).] An abnormal sensation as of ants 


creeping over the skin. 

1707 FLover Physic, Pulse-Watch 313 Pains in the Limbs, 
Formications, Lassitudes. 1844 Hecker Zpid, Middle Ages 
279 Many patients experienced..a disagreeable creeping 
sensation or formication on their hands and feet. 1861 
Wynter Soc, Bees 457 Figs produced formication of the 
palate and fauces. 

Formicative (ffimike'tiv), a. [f. L. formicat- 
ppl. stem of formicare (see prec.) + -IVE.] Of, or 
of the nature of, formication. 

1834 Goop Study Med. (ed. 4) III. 356 To remove the.. 
pricking or formicative pain from the limbs. 

+ Formice. Ols. rare. [ad. L. formica ant. 
Cf. OF. formiz, formts.| The ant. 

1484 Caxton Fables of Alsop u. xvii, A fable Of the ante 
or formyce and of the flye. 1491 — Vitas Paty. (W. de W. 
1495) 1. Xxxviii. 52 a/2 Salamon the whyche sente the slowth- 
full to the formices or Auntes. 

Formicic (fpimi‘sik), a. =Formio. 

[1874 Key Lang. 137 In our language a chemist speaks 
of formic acid rather than formicic.] In some mod. Dicts. 

Formicid (ffmisid), sd. and a. Also formi- 
cide. [ad. mod.L. ormicid-x: see -1D.] 

A. 5d. A member of the family Formécide or 
ants. B. adj. Of or belonging to this family. 

1878 Pop. Sct. Monthly X11. 197 The Formicide family. 

Fo'rmicine, a. rare. [ad. L. formicinus, f. for- 
mica ant: see -INE.] Of, or of the nature of, ants. 

1885 H. O. Forses Z£. Archip. 31 Every trading vessel in 
the tropics has its formicine fauna. 

Fo:rmidabi'lity. [f. Forsmasie a.: see 
-bility, -1tY.] The quality of being formidable. 

1745 H. Watrote Lett. H, Mann (1834) II. cxliii. ox 
A Mackintosh has been taken, who reduces their formid- 
ability by being sent to raise two clans. 1754 H. P. 
Hiberniad iii. 24 There would be an Air of Formidability 
in..his. - Assertions. 1860 in WorcEsTER (citing Q. Rev.). 

Formidable (fgamidab’l), a. [a. F. formid- 
able (1sth c.), ad. L. formidabil-em, f. formidire 
to fear, dread: see -ABLE.] That gives cause for 
fear or alarm; fit to inspire dread or appre- 
hension. Now usually (with some obscuration of 
the etymological sense) ; Likely to be difficult to 
overcome, resist, or deal with; giving cause for 
serious apprehension of defeat or failure. 

1508 Fisuer 7 Pent. Ps. xxxviiil. eev b, The counten- 
aunce of god shall be so formydable and fereful that [etc. ]. 
1548 Hatt Chronu., Hen. VII, 5 Of whiche name .. foreyne 
prynces trymbled and quaked, so muche was that name to 
all nacions terrible and formidable. 1658 T. Watt Goc’s 
Revenge Enemies Ch. 30 The Leopard. .being..of a formid- 
able aspect. 1678 Wantey Wond, Lit, World v. i. § 97. 
468/1 Charles. .defeated Barbarossa, that formidable Pirat. 
a 1687 Petry Pol. Arith. (1690) 80 The decay of Timber in 
England is no very formidable thing. 1759 Roperrson 
Hist, Scot. I. ut. 178 A party formidable by their number. 
1834 L, Rircuiz Wand. by Seine 74 Swords of formidable 
dimensions, 1844 Tuirtwati Greece VILI. Ix. 7 He set sail 
with a formidable armament. 1860 TynDALL Glac. 1. xiv. 
97 Along the edge of a formidable precipice of rock. 

b. Const. Zo. 

1665 Bote Occas, Ref. m1. viii. (1808) 38 These commotions 
of the Appetite which would not else be formidable to me. 
1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. 111. 495 The Episcopal schisma- 
tics, thus reinforced, would probably have been as formid- 
able to the new King. .as [etc.]. 

c. Often applied playfully or sarcastically. 

1697 Dryven neid Ded., Unless I wou'd swell my 
Preface into a Volume, and make it formidable to your 
Lordship, when you see so many Pages yet behind. 1777 


[a. med.L. : 














466 


SuHertDan Sch. Scand. iv. i, Here, now, is a maiden 
sister of his..done by Kneller, in his best manner, and 
esteemed a very formidable likeness. 1816 KratincEe 7vav. 
(1817) I. 275 His majesty has ..a corps de musigue of most 
formidable establishment equally in point of execution as of 
numbers. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. vu. 23/2'The Thames 
. Js not a very formidable river at that point. 

Formidableness (ffimidab’Inés). [f. prec. 
+ -NESS.] The quality of being formidable. 

1659 Gentil. Calling viii. § 17. 447 That by which we use to 
discriminate base fear from just caution, is the formidable- 
ness of the object feared. 1709 J. JoHNSON Cleve. Vade-m. 
u. p. Ixxviij, A talk of the formidableness of Church- 
power. 1832 Examiner 260/1 Our author straightway for- 
gets the formidableness of our antagonist, 1891 H. S. 
ConstaB_E //orses, Sport & War 218 Vhe formidableness 
of Russia comes, also, from her increasing population. 

Formidably ({p:smidabli), adv. [f. as prec. 
+-LY~.] Ina formidable manner. 

1685 DrypEn Zhren. August. 512 ‘Vhe British cannon 
formidably roars, 1715-20 Pork /éiad x1. 54 His fourfold 
helm..With nodding horse-hair formidably graced. 1855 
Macautay Hist. Eng. 1V.237 She was so formidably manned 
that all attempts to board her failed, 1858 FRoupE ///st. 
Lng. I11, xiv. 254 England lay formidably open to attack. 

+Formidolo‘se, a. Obs.—° [ad. L. for 
midolos-us: see next and -oSE.] (See quot.) Hence 
Formidolo‘sity. 

1727 Baitry vol. I], Yormidolose, fearful; also to be 
feared, dreadful. [Hence in mod. Dicts.] /dzd., Hormido- 
Josity, fearfulness, very great dread. 


+ Formi‘dolous, a. Ods. [ad. L. formidolas-as 
(better -dudosus) causing or feeling dread, f. formido 
dread.] Fearful, terrible; also, feeling fear, timorous. 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Kormidolous, fearful, that feareth, 
dreadful, dangerous. 1773 J. Ross Wratricide u. 618 (MS.) 
Why this so sudden, this formidolous change ? 

Sees (fPamin), vdl. sb. [f. Form v1 + 
-InG1l.] The action of the vb. Form; the fact or 
process of being formed. 

1gor [see ForMER sd.1 2]. ¢1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. 
de W. 1494) u. iv, Syth that man in hys fyrste fourmynge of 
God was sette in his free wyll. 1530 PatsGr. Introd. 17 At 
theyr fyrst formyng [they] open theyr mowth. 1651 Hoppers 
Leviath, u. xxviii. 165 ‘he forming of mens wils to the 
observation of the Law. @1856 H. Mirrer Votes on 
Fossils in Footpr. Creat. (1861) 326 Our knowledge is but 
in the forming, and still very incomplete. 

Forming (ffimin), ff/. a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG ¥.] a. That forms; formative, creative. b. 
That is in process of being formed. 

a. 1644 Dicsy Wat, Bodies (1645) 1. 289 A forming 
virtue or Vis formatrix. 1701 Rowe Amb, Step. Moth. 1, 
i, The thought that labours in my forming Brain. x71z 
STEELE Sect. No. 167 P 3 What august Palaces.. have 
grown under my forming Imagination. 1739 G. OGLE 
Gualth. § Gris, 37 She still improv’d beneath their forming 
hands. 

b. 1805 Rec. Greenhead United Presbyt. Ch. Glasgow, 
To be taken under their consideration as a forming congre- 
gation. 1875 Wuitnry Li/e Lang. v.96 The construction 
was in a forming and doubtful state. 

+ Formi'rken, v. Ods. In 5 formerken. [f. 
For- pref.1+ MirKEN v.] zntr, To darken. 

1430 Chev. Assigne 362 Alle his feyre federes fomede 
vpon blode, And alle formerknes be watur, per be swanne 
swymmethe. 

+ Formity. Ods. [formed after Inrormiry.] 
The quality of possessing form or shape, 

1623 Cockeram ul. Ay, Beauty, Pulchritude, Formity. 
1635 Swan Sec. AZ. vi. § 2 (1643) 184 The informity was 
expressed before, when Moses said that the Earth was void 
and invisible..but the formitie is then ., declared when 
the waters are gathered, and the dry-land made apparent, 

Formity, obs. form of Furmity. 

+ Formize, v. Ols.— [f. Form sd. + -12n.] 
trans. To put into definite form. 

1649 J. E. tr. Behmen's Ep. vi. 65 All Beings are but one 
onely Being, which hath ..severized and formized it selfe. 

Formless (ffimlés), a. [f. Form sé, + -Luss.] 
Devoid of, or wanting in, form; shapeless; having 
no determinate or regular form, Said both of 
material and immaterial things. 

1591 SPENSER 7ears Muses 502 ‘Things she formed of a 
formelesse mas, 1595 SHAKS. Joh u1,i. 253. @ 1631 DoNNE 
Poems, Elegie xv. Fulia 25 Countlesse multitudes Of form- 
lesse curses, projects unmade up. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. m1. 12 
The rising world of waters.. Won from the void and formless 
infinite. 1680 G. Hickes Spirit of Popery 27 That unpre- 
scribed Formless way of Worship, which they now use. 
1819 SHELLEY CeneZ 11. i, Like a ghost shrouded and folded 
up In its own formless horror. 1869 TynpaLt Chem. Rays in 
frortn, Rev. 1 Feb. 244 This formless aggregate of infinite- 
simal particles, 1870 Morris Zarthly Par. 1. 1. 169 Brown 
birds. .Twittered their sweet and formless tune. 

Hence Fo'rmlessly adv.; Fo'rmlessness. 

1727 Baivey vol. Il, Forwelesness. 1825 CoLeripcE Aids 
Refl. App. C. réss) 394 We leave space dimensionless .. 
and therefore the representative of absolute weakness and 
formlessness, 1845 CarLyLe Cromwell (1873) I. i. 9 They 
had form, but they are changing into sheer formlessness, 
1884 SEELEY in Contemp. Rev. Oct. 500 Goethe [was] .. 
impatient of the formlessness which had begun to reign 
in literature. 1888 Howes Annie Kilburn vi, His long 
coat hung formlessly from his shoulders. 

+Formly, @. Obs. rare—+. [f. Form sd. + 
-LY!.]_ Having (proper) form, shapely. 

1548 Vicary Lng. Treas. (1626) 12 Through him every 
member is made the formelier, and taketh the better shape. 

+ Formly, adv. Obs. Forms: 4 forma-, for- 
melich(e, -ly, 5 fourmely. [f. Form sé. + -/iche, 








FORMULA. 


-LY2,] In proper form; also, with regard to the 
‘form’ or essential nature ; = FORMALLY. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. v. pr. iv. 128 (Camb. MS.) It bi- 
holdeth alle thingis so as I shal seye bi a strok of thogth 
formely [L. /ormaditer] with-owte discours or collation. 
— Troylus 1v. 469 (497) O where hastow ben hid so longe 
in muwe That canst so wel and formely [v.~. formaly] 
arguwe? 1377 Lanet. P. PZ. B. xv. 366 For is none of pis 
newe clerkes,. Pat can versifye faire ne formalich [C, xvii. 
109 formeliche] enditen. 1470 Fortescue in Gov. England 
(1885) 350 How the lawe may be fourmely kepte. 


Formo- ({f1mo). Chem. Combining form of 
Formio, as in Fo:rmobenzo‘ie (aczd@), an obs. 
name for MANpDELIC acid; hence Fo:rmobe'n- 
zoate, a salt of this acid. 

1834 Mrs. Somervitie Connect. Phys. Sc. xxiv. (1849) 229 


Formobenzoate of silver. 1873 Hownes’ Chem. (ed. 11) 823 
Formobenzoic or Mandelic Acid CgHgQOs3. 

+ Formose, formous, a. Ols. Also 6 Sv, 
formois. fad. lL. formos-us beautiful, f. forma 
Form: see -osn.] Beautiful, comely. 

14.. Nine Ladies Worthie 27 in Chaucer's Wks. (1561) 
342 Ofall femine moste formous flour. ¢ 1450 A/ivour Salua- 
cioun 4003 Moises faire and formouse, 1530 LyNDESAY 
Test. Papyngo 104 Amang the flowris fresche, fragrant, 
& formose. 1567 Safir. Poems Reform. iii. 59 Of face for- 
moisand vult heroycall, @1658 CLEVELAND ’7t, Uxor‘ts iii. 
Wks. (1687) 267 If he chuse one most Formose, Ripe for’t, 
shee'll prove libidinous. 16841. Maruer Remark. Provid. 
(1856) 175 The nymphs .. were damons, presenting them- 
selves in shapes very formose. 

Formosity (fpimp’siti). Obs, exc. arch. [a. OF. 
Sormosité, ad. L. formositat-em, f. formosus : see 
prec. and -1ry.] Beauty; also, a beauty. 

1489-99 /uscription in Wood Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 409 
Thys chapill floryschyd with formosyte spectabyll. a@ 1521 
Helyas in 'Vhoms Prose Rom, (1858) III. 27 The beaute and 
formosite of hir noble persone. 1647 R. BAron Cyprian 
Acad. 8 A Damsell of exquisite formosity. 1652 F. Kirk- 
MAN Clerio & Lozia 122 It is idolatrous for him to bend 
before so many graces and formosities. 1893 T. F. Hen- 
DERSON Old World Scot, xv. 172 Squalor and dirt were 
thoroughly antagonistic to adornment and ‘ formosity’. 

+ Form-speckle. Ods. rave—'. [? Perversion of 
FERNTICLE or the synonymous dialectal faz freckle. ] 
A freckle. 

1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3815/8 John Hewitt, a Bricklayer .. 
straight Hair, and Form-Speckles on his hands and Face. 

Formula (f7imiz/la). Pl.formule, -as. [a.L. 
Sormula, dim. of forma Form sb. Cf. F. formaile.] 

1. A set form of words in which something is de- 
fined, stated, or declared, or which is prescribed 
by authority or custom to be used on some cere- 
monial occasion. 

[1581 E. Campion in Confer. iv. (1584) Eeijb, The For 
mula of the second covenant, is Christ. Charke. You 
ynderstand not .. what orvmuda is.) a 1638 Mrve Ws, 
(1672) J, xxii. 83 What is the meaning of this Formula [of 
the Jews—‘ Let his memory be blessed’)? 1685 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 2031/2 The Lord Register reading the Formula, the 
Lyon King at Arms..Fenced the High Court of Parliament. 
1723 Act 9 Geo. I,c. 24 § 8 All Papists..shall..make and 
subscribe the Declaration called the Formula, as the same 
is recited in an Act of Parliament of Scotland [of 1700]. 
1752 J. Lourmian Lorn of Process (ed. 2) 51 Before inclos- 
ing of the Assize, the Clerk, by Order of the Court, leaves 
a Formula with them for their Direction, 1792 Burke 
Let. to Sir H, Langrishe Wks. 1842 I. 555 You have 
sent me several papers..I think I had seen all of them, 
except the formula of association. 1798 EpGEwortH Pract. 
Educ, (1811) II, 23 The grammatical formule may then 
by gentle degrees be committed to memory, 1844 H. H. 
Witson Srit. India III, 318 Forcing the Brahmins .. to 
repeat the Mohammedan formula of faith. 1892 Speaker 
3 Sept. 293/2 The excellent scholastic formula 7yanseat, 
meaning either ‘ Not proven’, or ‘ Nothing to the purpose’. 

b. In recent use, after Carlyle, often applied 
more or less disparagingly, e.g. to rules unintelli- 
gently or slavishly followed, to fettering conven- 
tionalities of usage, to beliefs held or professed 
out of mere acquiescence in tradition, etc. 

Carlyle’s use of the word was clearly suggested by the 
words used of Mirabeau by his father, ‘ 11 a humé toutes les 
formules’. ‘This really meant that M. had unreflectingly 
‘swallowed’ the watchwords, or cant phrases of his re- 
volutionary friends; but Carlyle mistranslated Azané by 
“swallowed up, made away with’, and frequently alludes 
to the passage as thus misinterpreted. Carlyle’s use of 
Jormula, however, though suggested by a mistake, is in 
itself a very natural development from the ordinary sense. 

1837 CartyLte Fr, Rev. III. i. i, (1872) 58 Man lives 
not except with formulas ; with customs, ways of doing and 
living. 186 Kincstry Le?t. (1878) II. 132 Men who try to 
speak what they believe, are naked men fighting men 
quilted sevenfold in formulae. 1871 Earte Philol. Eng. 
Tongue § 649 The man of formulas often directs, and some- 
times practically determines the action of his superior. or 
H.R. Reynotps Yohn Bapt. iv. iv. 252 They bound the 
religious life of their disciples with ever stiffening formulz 
which left no room for the free play of the conscience, 

2. A prescription or detailed statement of ingre- 
dients; a recipe. 

1706 Puitirs (ed, Kersey), Mormula..a Physician’s Pre- 
scription or Bill appointing Medicines to be prepared by an 
Apothecary. 1792 W. YonceE in Beddoes Calculus (1793) 
4, | am very glad to hear of your intention to publish your 
ormula, 1801 A/ed. Frul. V. 546 My formula has been, 
the tincture joined with the dec. lin. so as to administer 
from fifteen to twenty or thirty drops to children..twice or 
thrice within the twenty-four hours. 1830 M. Donovan 
Dom. Econ. 1. 293 White Currant Wine May be made 
according to the same formula, 


FORMULAIC. 


3. a. Math, A rule or principle expressed in 
algebraic symbols. 

1796 Kirwan lem. Min. (ed. 2) 1. Pref. 6 An algebraic 
formula, 1836 Emerson Nature, Idealism Wks. (Bohn) 
II. 163 In physics..the memory. .carries centuries of obser- 
vation ina single formula, 1850 Daupeny Atomic Theory v. 
(ed. 2) 156 A general formula for calculating the specific 
heat of each class of compounds. 1864 Bowen Logic i. 25 
The algebraist easily recalls to mind a few brief formulas. 

b. Chem. An expression of the constituents of 


a compound by means of symbols and figures. 

1846 G. E, Day tr. Simon's Anim. Chem. I1, 480 If. .the 
formula for the morbid deposits are calculated in relation to 
C4, their connexion with the formula for protein will be 
more obvious to the eye. 1853 W. Grecory /norg. Chem. 
(ed. 3) 266 So that MR is the general formula for a mono- 
basic salt. 188x WittiAmson in Nature No, 618. 414 Thus 
chloro-carbonic acid was represented as a compound of car- 
bonic acid with carbonic chloride, and..the formula was 
made to contain the formule of those bodies. 

e. In general scientific use, a group of symbols 
and figures containing a condensed tabulation of 
certain facts. Dental formula: see Dnnvan, 
Ilence sometimes used for the set of facts that 
might be expressed by a formula. 

1855 Bain Senses & Lt. 1. iv. § 9 Bach species of animal 
has its particular formula of ordering the legs in walking. 

Formulaic (fpimiddl@ik), a. [f. prec. + -10.] 
Of the nature of a formula. 

Formutaic equation, an identical equation. 

1882 Casseit, Mormulaic equations. 1892 Acnes M. 
Crenke Mam. Stud. Homer i. 28 Formulaic and other 
expressions common to both. 

Formular (fp imizla1), a. and sé. [ad. L. type 
*formular-is, {. FormuuA, As sb., a, F. forma- 
laire. See -an}, 2.) A. adj. 

1. Formal, correct or regular in form. 

1773 Jounson in Boswell 29 Apr., A speech on the stage, 
let it flatter ever so extravagantly, is formular. It has 
always been formular to flatter Kings and Queens. 

2. Pertaining to formule; formulary. 

1880 Mutrurap Gaus ut. § 180 note, Under the formular 
system in use in the classical period. 

B. sb. A prescribed or set form, formulary ; 
hence, a model, type. ? Ods. 

1563 Aur. Parker Corrves/. (1853) 183, I had of mine own 
head moved my lord of London to bethink himself of some for- 
mular of common prayer. 1578 Sir H. Sypney in Ledt. & 
Mem. State (1746) 1. 246 He ys arare Ornament to thys Age, 
the very Formular, that all well dysposed young Gentylmen 
of ouer Court, do form allsoe thear Maners and Lyfe by. 
1603 ILorio Montaigne 1. ix. (1632) 564 Before I had ever 
seene any, I would have beene glad to have had but a paterne 
or formular of one. 71734 Nortu “am, 11. vi. § 20 (1740) 437 
The Liturgy must be deprived of all the primitive Yormulars. 

Fo:rmulari‘stic, a. [f. prec. + -18t + -10,] 
Pertaining to or exhibiting formularization. 

1864 Wenster (citing Hmrrson). 

Formularization ({p:amidlarsizé''fon). _ [f. 
next +-ATI0n.] The action of formularizing; also, 
a formularized statement. 

1881 B. W. Ricuarpson in Gentl. Mag. CCL. 159 The 
formularisation of rules. 1886 Muirurap in Lucycl. Brit. 
XX. 677/2 Vhe great majority of these so-called enactments 
were probably nothing more than formularizations as of cus- 
tomary law. 

Formularize (ffmi/larsiz), v. [f. Formunar 
a, +-148.) trans. To express in a formula or formal 


statement ; to formulate. 

1852 Vraser’s Mag. XV. 90 Every process is formularized 
in the most scientific language, 1862 Goutnurn duc. 
World in Replies to Ess. & Rev. 37 Her doctrines were 
evolved..by formularizing the thoughts embodied in the 
record of the Church of the Apostles. 1876 Bartuotow Mal, 
Med. (1879) 247 ‘The comparative merits of tannic and gallic 
acids may be formularized as follows : for local effects tannic 
acid, for systemic effects gallic acid is to be preferred, 

Hence Fo'rmularizing v/. sb. 

1891 Atheneum 15 Aug, 222/3 A clumsy formularizing in 
general of ‘Valleyrand’s sharpest and most famous mot, 

Formulary (ff:imizlari), sb. and a. [ad. F. 
formulaire sb, = collection of formule, ad, L. 
*formularium, neut. sing. of formularius (recorded 
in sense ‘lawyer skilled in formule’); see For- 
MULA, FoRMULAR, and -ARy.] 

A. sb. A collection or system of formulas; a 
statement drawn up in formulas ; a document con- 
taining the set form or forms according to which 
something is to be done (esf. one that contains 
prescribed forms of religious belief or ritual). 

1541 R. Corianp (¢éd/e) Questyonary of Cyrurgyens, with 
the formulary of lytell Guydo in Cyrurgie. @1626 Bacon 
On Libel in 1592 Wks. 1861 VIII, 204 In the practice of all 
law, the formularies have been few, and certain, and not varied 
according to every particular case. ¢ 1645 Howewt Lett. 1. 
xxxil. (1655) 274, | beleeve evry onehath som mode and modell 
or formulary of his own, specially for his private cubicular de- 
votions. 1723 WaTERLAND A Zh, Creed iv, Wks. 1V. 223 ‘Vhey 
received this Creed..as an orthodox formulary, and an ap- 
proved rule of faith. a1734 Nortu Life Guildford (1742) 260 
A committee of council to settle the formulary of the coro- 
nation. 1782 Burney /7ist, Mus. (1789) I. ii. 121 It contains 
..a Formulary of the Ecclesiastical tones, 1827 BentHam 
Ration, Evid. Wks, 1843 VI. 44x Take up a history of an old 
French lawsuit..it is the same dull formulary in every case. 
1877 J. D. Cuampers Div, Worship 110 The Anglican 
Yormularies, however, do not recognize Hymns at all, 

b. 7A formula. 

1782 Waxton Lng. Poems Rowley 23 These poems abound 
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with modern words, and modern formularies of expression. 
1874 J. Sutty Sensation & Intuition 112 A boundless faith 
in the primitive formulary ‘I can’. 

B. adj, Of the nature of a formula or prescribed 
form ; of or relating to formulas. 

1728 MorGan Algiers II. iv. 293 Nisis his Tomb, they say 
a l’edha, or formulary sort of Prayer for Success. 1766 JOHN- 
son in Boswell Feb., The formulary and statutory part of law. 
1775 — Let. lo Mrs. Thrale 11 June, Part of it [an epitaph), 
which tells the birth and marriage, is formulary, and can be 
expressed only one way. 1862 Hers Organiz. Daily Life 
1z0 All that is merely formulary, and that depends solely 
upon rules. 1875 Posre Gains 111. Comm. (ed. 2) 445 Under 
the formulary system the term was still employed. 

b. Of a person: Closely adhering to formulas. 

1837 Cartyte “yr, Rev. ILL. m1. ii. 155 There is .. in’ the 
incorruptible Seagreen himself, though otherwise so lean 
and formulary, a heartfelt knowledge of this latter fact. 

Formulate (fpumizle't), v. [f Formuna + 
-arn 3, Cf, F. formuler.) trans. To reduce to 
a formula; to express in (or as in) a formula; to 
set forth in a definite and systematic statement. 

1860 Hart Carnarvon Recoll, Druses Lebanon v. 49 The 
Druse doctrines were.,rapidly formulated into a system, 
1862 H. Spencer /’irst Princ. i. iv. § 26 (1875) 88 Besides 
that definite consciousness of which Logic formulates the 
laws, there is also an indefinite consciousness which cannot 
be formulated. 1880 KincLake Crimea VI. ix. 225 Lord 
Raglan did not unconsciously formulate for himself any 
settled design, 1883 QO. Rev, CLVI. 326 The Heads of 
Houses .. entrusted the Provost .. with the responsibility 
of formulating the document. 

Hence Fo'rmulated, Fo'rmulating /f/. adjs. 

1860 Marsu Zug, Lang. 235 Formulated doctrine. 1876 
C.M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 99 An established, formulated, 
orthodox spiritism. 1895 Atheneum 24 Aug. 253/1 The 
formulating effects of his [Laud’s] churchmanship. 

Formulation (fpimizléz-fan). [f. prec.: see 
-ATION.] The action of the vb. FoRMULATE, 

1876 Douse Grimm's L. § 1. 1 The concise formulation of 
which it [Grimm’s Law] is susceptible. 1885 Cropp AZyths 
& Dy. 1. 1v. 67 Facts which led..to the formulation of the 
solar theory. 

Formulatory ({p:mizlata:ri),@. rare. [f. as 
prec. +-ory.] Kelating to formulation. 

1887 Westm. Rev. CX XVIII. 84x Put in this bald formu- 
latory fashion, the difference between the two may seem un- 
Important. 

+ Formule, sd. Ods. [a. ¥. formule, ad. L. 

JSormula: see FORMULA.] 

1, =Formou.a. 

1677 Gate Crt. Gentiles v. 164 A wel-goyerned Republic 
is bounded by the formule of certain Laws. 1773 Gendd. 
Mag. XVAXI. 170 The first trial of this formule was on the 
observations from whence he had deduced it, of which he 
gives a table for each station. 

2. 7A little form or shape. 

1829 Young Lady's Bk. 469 A series of frames, or formules, 
is obtained. . The principal formule is to be placed ona piece 
of London drawing-board. 

Formule (fp-amizl), v. rare. [ad. F. formul- 
er, f. formule FORMULA.) = FoRMULATE. 

1852 R. Knox Gt, Artists §& Anat. 13 Could we formule 
the doctrine as simply as [ete.], /dzd. 103 The doctrine 

. cannot be formuled in so clear a manner. 

Formulism ({fimizdliz’m). [f. Formun-s + 
-isM. Cf. next.] Adherence to or dependence 
upon formulas; also, a system of formulas. 

1840 CARLYLE //eroes (1858) 312 Triviality, Formulism and 
Commonplace were come for ever. 1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. 
IL. viii. § 51 The..love of systematizing, which gradually 
degenerated into every species of contemptible formulism. 
1881 Lucycl. Brit. X11, 603/t The whole of this complex theory 
is ruled by a mathematical formulism of triad, hebdomad, etc, 

Formulist (fp:amizlist). [ad. F. formulziste ; 
see -I18T.] One fond of formulas. 

1852 R. Knox Gt. Artis/s & Anat, 15 The mere formulist 
(Cuvier also was a formulist in a sense). 

Formulistic (fpimizlistik), a. [f. prec. + 
0.) Displaying fondness for formulas, 

1873 Moriry Rousseau II. xvi, 310 Its prudential didactics, 
its formulistic Sociality. [Cf. 1837 CarLyLe /~. Nev. II. 
IV. vi, (1871) 162 The uncalculating Spirit of Jacobinism, and 
Sansculottic sansformulistic Frenzy !] 

Formulization (fg:amizvlaizé'fon), [f. next 
+-ATION.] ‘The action of the vb.. FoRMULIZE. 

1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. 111. ii. § 86 The curious tendency 
to formulization and system which, under the name of philo- 
sophy, encumbered the minds of the Renaissance schoolmen, 
1873 Contentp. Rev. XX1. 774 Every formulization of truth 
is not absolute but relative, 

Pormulize (ffimi7loiz), v. [f. Formuna + 
-1zu.] trans, To reduce to or express in a for- 
mula; to construct a formula for. 

1831 Westcott /utvod. Study Gosp. i. (1875) 49 The 
labours of Priests and Scribes in after time formulized what 
the Prophets had taught. 1859 Masson Brit, Novelists iv. 
255 Lhe ideas of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity which 
that Revolution had promulgated and formulized. 1882 
T. Mozy Remin. Oriel 11. cv. 228 They have formulized 
their religion into these two monosyllables. 

Hence Fo'rmulized ///.a. Also Fo'rmulizer, 


one who formulizes. 

1864 KincsLey Rom. & Teut. x. 293 The formulizers of that 
law were none other than the celibate Roman clergy. 1865 
Pusry Truth Eng. Ch. 94 That vast formulized theory. 

Formy (fg1mi), a. [ad. F. formé: see Formé,] 

1. Her, Of a cross: =Parrén. 

1562 Lricu Avmorie 56b, He beareth Azure, a crosse 
formye vecked Argent. bid. 57 b, A Crosse formie Sable. 
1889 Evin Dict. Her., Formy, a cross pattée, 











FORNEAN. 
+2. Of the feeces: =Ficurate A. 2a. Obs. 


1576 Turperv. Venerie 65 From midde July untill the ende 
of August they make theyr fewmishing altogether formie. 

Formyl (fpmil). Chem.  [f. Form- + -y1.] 
The hypothetical radical (CHO) of formic acid. 

1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. lV. 118/2 Formyle is the hypo- 
thetical radical of formic acid, first discovered in the red ant. 

Fornace, obs. form of FURNACE. 

Fornacic (fpine'sik), a. rare—". [f. L. fornac-, 
Jornax furnace + -1¢.] Pertaining to a furnace. 

1807 Heaprick View Min. Arran 216 The smelting of 
iron, and other fornacic uses. 

Fornage: see FuRNAGE. 

Fornale, v. Sc. Also 9 forenail. [Of ob- 
scure origin ; Jam. suggests the sense ‘to Natu or 
fasten up beforehand’.] ¢rans. To alienate the 
income of (an estate) in advance; in mod. use ‘to 
spend (money) before it is gained’ (Jam.). 

1478 Acta Dom, Conc. (1839) 13 He sall nouther sell..na 
fornale, langar na sevin 3eris, nane of his landis. 

+ Forne, adv.,a. and prep. Obs. Forms: 1 foran, 
forn(e, 3 foren, 3—5 forn, Orm. forrn, 4-7 forne. 
[OE. foran (Northumb, fora), forne ady. = OS. 
Joran, forana, OHG. forna (MHG., mod.Ger. 
vorne, vori); f. root of For, Fore adv. 

The adj. appears to be an English development from the 
ady., and not an adoption of the ON. /orz ancient.] 

A. adv. 

1. With respect to place. a. Of position: In 
front, before the eyes ; in or on the front, opp. to 
behind. %%. Of motion: Forwards, to the front. 

a. a1z000 Riddles liv. 8 (Gr.) Wonnum hyrstum Foran 
sefretwed. c1380 Sir Ferumb. 4361 Pat host abod_be- 
hynde & forn, a@1400-50 Alexander 3925 Pis breme best 
bare. . Before forne in pe fronte thre fell tyndis. 

b. c1000 Daniel 557 (Gr.) pat pet treow sceolde telgum 
besnzeded foran afeallan. c 1205 Lay. 26899 And ten busend 
hehte aneouste foren wenden. 1430 LypG. Chron, Troy 1. 
xxii, He rode forne Brenning full hote. ‘ 

2. With respect to time: a. Formerly; in former 
time. b. Thenceforward, in future. 

13.. Gaw. & Gr. Kut. 2422 Pes wer forne pe freest bat 
folzed alle pe sele. 14.. Yventalle S. Gregorii in Tun- 
dale’s Vis, (1843) 80 For pynes thar hym dred non forne Of 
purgatory no of helle, 

3. Prefixed to prepositions, and occas. to another 
adverb: a. Prefixed to again, against, adv. and 
prep.: Right in front. b. /orne an, at: before, 
in front of, @. Lorne i: straight before. d. Aorne 
to: before, both of place and time. e. Forme on: 
right forward, seriatim. 

c1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. xxi. 2 Farad on bet castel bet 
foran [¢ 1160 Hatton foren] onzen eow ys. c1200 ORMIN 
553 Pe33 tokenn eft forrnon To serrfenn wukemalumm. 
¢1205 Lay. 20120 Up breid Ardur his sceld foren to his 
breosten. /ézd. 23968 His hereburne gon to falsie, foren 
an his hafde. /dzd. 24032 Ardur beh to ban 3zte, forn at 
bere bur3e. /éd. 29269 And foren to bere nihte fur ber on 
brohte. 1388 Wyciir Mark xv. 39 The centurien that 
stood forn a3ens si3, that [etc.]. c1400 Destr. Troy 7759 
There met hym bis Mawhown .. Euyn forne in his face. 

B. adj. a. Of place: Anterior, front. b. Of 
time: Former. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 172/2 Forne parte of a schyppe, or 
forschyppe. 1485 Caxton 7revisa's Higden il. i. 71a, From 
the begynnyng of his fornededes. 1565 JewEL Def Afol. 
(1611) 340 It was true in Old forne yeeres, about twelue 
hundred yeeres agoe. 

C. prep. 
a. Of motion: Before, in front of, in advance of. 

O. £. Chron. an. 894, Pa for rad sio fierd hie foran. ¢ 1000 
[see Fore-run]. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 51 Leofe moder swim 
pu foren me. cu1z50 Gen. & Ex. 3541 Mac us godes foren 
us to gon, c1380 Sir Herumb. 3649 Pe kyng hem passede 
with-inne a wyle, Forn hem be mountance of two myle. ; 

b. Of position: Before, before the face of, in 
sight of. Hence of fighting : In behalf of. 

c1250 Gen. §& Ex. 3866 God [bad] .. foren hem smiten on 
de ston. 13.. Guy Warw. (A.) 200 Gij stode forn him in bat 
flett. c1440 Partonope 2172 To see hym dye me forn, 
a1480 Le Morte Arth. 3211 Agaynste her fone I faught 
hem forne. 1602 27d Pt. Return fr. Parnass. Prol. 70 
Stories of love, where forne the wondring bench, The lisping 
gallant might inioy his wench, 

e. Of time: Before. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 22429 (Gitt.) Forn domes-dai. 
d. Of cause: On account of. 

©1440 Bone Flor. 67 To mykyll bale was sche borne, And 
many a man slayn hur forne. 

D. Comb., as forn-cast v. = FORECAST v., to pre- 
meditate; forn-father = forEFATHER; forn-goer, 
a predecessor; forn-had f//. a., formerly possessed ; 
forn-said f//. a.= FoRESAID ffl. a. 

1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus ut. 472 (521) He... Hadde every 
thing that her-to might avayle *Forn-cast. ¢ 1386 — Pars. 
7. & 374 Malice ymagined, avysed, and forncast. c¢1400 
Test. Love 1. Chaucer’s Wks. (1561) 290b, Enuie, forne- 
caste and ymagined. ¢1340 Cursor MM. 9768 (Fairf.) pe 
gilt Adam our *forn-fadir spylt. 1450-1530 JZyrr. our 
Ladye 26 The worshyp of god ys songe .. after the maner 
of oure forne-fathers. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 258/1 He 
hath lerned of his *forn goers whiche dyd that ought not 
to be forgoten. 1382 Wyciir Fudges xvi, 28 Lord. .3eeld 
to me nowe the fornhad [/r7s¢zzamz] strength. 1509 Bury 
Wills (Camden) 109 My lord y® abbot off y* monastery in 
Bury *ffornseyd. 

+ Fornean, adv. Obs. [f. For prep. + néan wk. 
dat. neut. of #éai Nicu.] Nearly, almost. 

59-2 


FORNELLO. 


c1000 Ags. Ps. \xxiifi]. 1 Me for nean syndon losode 
nu pa ealle on foldan fota gangas. @x1175 Cott. Hom. 227 


For nean en ende pissere wurold. 
|| Forne‘llo. 4/7. Obs.—' [a. It. fornello, dim. 


of forno (lit. oven’) :—L. furnus oven.] A cavity 
in which powder is placed for blasting. 

1687 B. RanpoLpu Archipelago 70 How many mines, and 
fornellos were blown up. 

Fornent (foinent), fornenst (fome'nst), 
adv. and prep. Sc. and north. Forms: 6 foir-, 
for-, fore-anempst, -ane(i)nst, -(a)nent(s, 
“nence, -nens(t, -nentis, g foore-, for(e)- 
(a)nen(s)t, 6- fornent. [f. Fore adv. + ANENT.] 

1. Right opposite to, over against; facing. 

1524 St. Papers Hen. VIII, VI. 236 For defence of his 
Borders foranempst Scotland. 1582-8 Hist. Yames V/, 
(1804) 204 In the straitt passage foirnent the goldsmyths 
shopp. 1649 Be. Gururie AZem. (1702) 64 The Earl of 
Athol... Encamp’d fornent him. 1807 J. Stace Poems 61 
Reeght for nenst them up they gat. 1864 Glasgow Herald 
1r June, My house is right fornent the tank. 

+2. a. (Ready) against. b. With regard to. 

1533 BELLENDEN Livy (1822) 15 Reddy fornence all aven- 
turis that micht occur. 1709 Rod. III's Answ. in Watson's 
Collect. 11. p. iv, But we will do you understand What we 
declare fornent Scotland. 

+3. quasi-adv. Opposite. Ods. 

1548 Tuomas /tal. Gram. § Dict. (1567), Dirinzpetto, 
foranenst. 1596 Datrympte tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. (1888) 
I. 35 The bray foranent vpon Laudian syde. 

Forneys, obs. form of Furnacg. 


Fornical (ffmikal), a [f. L. fornic-em arch 
+-AL.] ‘Pertaining to the fornix’ (Cent. Dict.). 

+ Fornicarer. Ods. rare— 1. [?f. L. forni- 
car-ius +-ER1.] <A fornicator. 

ex400 Afol. Loll. 37 Seynt Poule .. forbedip us to tak 
meit or comyn wib peis. . fornicarers. 

+ Fornica‘rious, a. Obs.vave-'. [f. as next 
+-ous.] Of or pertaining to fornication. 

1688 J. Norris Theory Love u. ii. 105 Fornicarious mix- 
ture..must of necessity be a sin. 

+ Fo'rnicary, sJ.anda. Obs. Also 3 fornic-, 
fornycarie, 5 fornycary. [ad. L. fornicard-us 
masc., fornicaria fem., f. fornic-: see next and 
-ARY. Cf. OF. fornzcatre.| A. sb. A fornicator. 

1382 Wycwir /sa. lvii. 3 Sonus..of a fornycarie [Vulg. 
Jornicariz), 1496 Dives & Paup. (W. de W.) v1. viii. 243/1 
God shall deme fornycaryes, & them that do auoutrye. 

B. adj. Addicted to fornication, lecherous. 
1382 Wycur Zcclus. xli. 25 Shame 3ee..fro biholdyng of 
a fornycarie womman, 1387 Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) VII. 
469 He schulde doo ri3t of preostes fornicaries [de sacer- 
dotibus fornicariis| and of hire concubynes. 

Fornicate (ffinikeit), v. [f. L. fornicat-, ppl. 
stem of fornicdrt ofsame meaning, f. fornic-, fornix 
brothel, originally arch, vault (see FoRNIX).] zr. 
To commit fornication. 

1552 Hutoer, Fornicaten, or commit fornication or 
lechery, fornicor. 1649 Mitton Eikon. xxviii. Wks. (1847) 
336/2 These shall hate the great Whore.. and yet shall 
lament the fall of Babylon, where they fornicated with her. 
1668 Ernerepce She wou'd if she cou'd u. ii, We .. are 
resolved to fornicate in private. 1824 Lanpor Jag. Conv. 
J. 155 He hunted and drank and fornicated. 

Hence Fo'rnicating vé/, sd. and ppl. a. 

1620 Br, Hatt Hon. Mar. Clergy 1. viii. 42 The heroicall 
spirit of Luther ‘ chose yather..to be an honest Husband, 
than a fornicating Frier. 1625 Br. SaunpErson Tzelve 
Serm. (1637) 207 ‘Their fornicating both bodily with the 
daughters, and spiritually with the Idols of Moab. 

Fornicate (fgmiket), a. [ad. L. fornicat-us, 
f, fornix arch, vault: see -ATE2.] =FORNICATED; 
spec. in Bot., Conchol., and Entom. 

1828 WeusteErR, Yornicate, arched, vaulted like an oven or 
furnace. 1829 Loupon Eucycl. Pl. 1099 Fornicate, arched. 
1839 Sowersy Man. Conchol. Gloss., Fornicate, arched. 
1856-8 W. CLark Vax der Hoeven's Zool. 1. 326 Four sete 
of haustellum, and an upper fornicate. 

Pornicated (fp:mikeitéd), Af7. a. [f. L. forni- 
cat-us (see FORNICATE a.) + -ED1.] Arched, bend- 
ing over; esp. in Bot. of a leaf, etc. 

1750 G. Hucues Barbadoes 218 The Stylus. .is divided at 
the top into three fornicated branches. 

“| With word-play on FornicatsE v. 

1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. 1. iii. (1851) 173 [She] gives up her 
body to a mercenary whordome under those fornicated 
arches which she cals Gods house. 

Fornication ! (fymiké'-fon). [a. OF. fornic- 
ation, -acion, f. late L. fornication-em, n. of action 
f. fornicarz: see FORNICATE and -aTIoN.] Volun- 
tary sexual intercourse between a man (in restricted 
use, an unmarried man) and an unmarried woman. 
In Scripture extended to adultery. 

@1300 Cursor M. 27938 Pis sin [lechery] has branches 
fele..fornicacion es an. 1303 R. Brunne andl. Synne 
7352_‘Fornycacyoun’ [ys], whan two vnweddyde haue 
mysdoun. a1450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 57 King David.. 
felle into avowtry and fornicacion with her. 1494 FaByaN 
Chron. vit. ccxxiy. 251 Takynge of fynes of preestis for cryme 
of fornycacion. _1535_CoverpaLe Matt. v, 32 Whosoeuer 
putteth awaye his wyfe (except it be for fornicacion). 160 
Suaks. Meas, for M.v. i. 195 Shee. .accuses him of Forni- 
cation. 1779 JOHNSON 10 Oct. in Boswed/, Fornication is 
acrime in asingle man. 1874 VAN Buren Dis. Genit. Org. 
41 Fornication is always irregular. 

b. fig.; esp. in Scripture: The forsaking of God 
for idols ; idolatry ; also, spiritual fornication. 

1340 Hamrote Psalter Ixxii. 26 Pou lost all pat dos 
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fornycacioun fra pe. 1691-8 Norris Pract. Disc. (1711) 
IIL. 47 “Vis a kind of Spiritual Fornication..to admit any 
Creature into a Partnership with him in our Love. 1860 
Pusey Min. Proph, 298 All forsaking of God being spiritual 
fornication. Ms 

Fornication 2 (fpmikéi‘fon). drch. [ad. L. 
fornication-em, f. fornicatus vaulted, f. fornix arch, 
vault : see -aTIoN.] An arching or vaulting. 

1703 T, N. City §& C. Purchaser 138 Fornication, In 
Architecture, is an Arching, or Vaulting. 1810 C. JAMES 
Mil. Dict, (ed. 3) App., Hornication is an arching, or vaulting. 

Fornicator (igmike'to1), [a. L. fornicator, 
agent-n. f. fornicari: see FORNICATE. ] 

1. One who commits fornication. 

1377 Lanci. P. PZ. B. u. 180 Oure cart shal he drawe, 
And fecche forth oure vitailes of fornicatores. 1477 Eart 
Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 11 Kepe you oute of the companyes 
of..fornicatours. 1552 App. Hamitton Catech. (1884) 10 
Fornicatouris and provokaris to the synne of lechorie. 
az710 Br. Butt Sev. Wks. I. ix. 237 What will become of. . 
the adulterer, the fornicator..and such like? 1869 SpurGRON 
Treas. Dav. Ps. x. 3 If a man is a fornicator, or a drunkard, 

+2. Billiards. (See quot.) Obs. 

1674 Cotton's Compl. Gamester i. 29 Make your Adversary 
a Fornicator, that is, having past your self a little way, and 
the other’s Ball being hardly through the Port, you put him 
back again, and it may be quite out of Pass, 

+ Fornicato:ry, a. Obs. [f. prec.: see -ory.] 
Of the nature of fornication. 

1651 Baxter /nf. apt. 88 It was not the unlawfulness as 
Fornicatory, but as impious directly which they suspected, 

Fornicatress (fpnike'trés), [f. Forntcaror 
+-ESS 1. Cf. OF. fornicateresse.| A woman ad- 
dicted to or guilty of fornication. 

1593 NasuE Christ's T. (1613) 160 Those that haue been 
dayly fornicatresses. 1603 SHAKS. JZeas. for AT. 1. ii. 23. 
1621 ArinswortH Azznot. Peitat. Deut. xxiii. 17 Common 
whore, fornicatresse. 

+ Fornicatrice. Ods. [ad. L. fornicatrice-m, 
Sornicdtrix : see next. Cf. F, fornicatrice.] = prec. 

1450 Mirour Saluacion 912 Inpossible is yt this woman 
be ffornicatrice. 

Fornicatrix (fpnikei:triks). Pl. -trixes. 
[a. L. fornicatrix, fem. of fornicator.] = prec. 

1586 Perth Session Rec. in C, Rogers Soc. Life Scot. 
(1884) II. xii. 244 To shave the heads of fornicators and 
fornicatrixes, 1655 in Kirkton Hist, Ch. Scot. (1817) 171% 
note, One quadrilapse fornicatrix. 1768 Life § Adv. Sir B. 
Sapskull 11. 130 What, sir (exclaimed the old fornicatrix), 

Forniciform (fpimi‘siffim), a. ot. [f. L. 
Sornic-en, fornix arch, vault + -(1)FORM.] 

1860 Mayne Exfos. Lex., Forniciform, Bot., resembling 
an arch or vault 5 vaulted. 

+ Forni'm,v. Ods. Also 4forneme ; fa. pple. 
3 fornumen, fornomen. [OE. /fornzman, pa. t. 
Sornam, fornédm, pa. pple. fornumen, f. For- pref. 
+ éman to take.| trans. To take away, do away 
with, destroy; also, to take up, appropriate by 
encroachment. 

Beowulf 1205 (Gr.) Hine Wyrd fornam. cx1000 Saxon 
Leechd. 1, 118 Wid weartan, zenim pas ylcan wyrte .. hy 
beod sona fornumene. c1zg0 Gen. § Ex. 2228 Min two 
childre aren me for-numen. @1300 £. £. Psalter cviii. [cix.] 
23 Als schadw, when heldes, for-nomen Iam. ¢1350in Exg. 
Gilds (1870) 359 Euerych tannere .. shal, for be stret pt he 
forncnies, twey shullynges by pe 3ere. ¢1430 Compleynt 
56 in Lydg. Temple Glas (1891) App. 60 3ee.. Han me for- 
nome tunge & speche, 

Fornix (fgimiks). [a. L. fornix arch, vaulted 
chamber.] Something resembling an arch. 

a. Anat. esp. an arched formation of the brain. 

1681 tr. Willis’ Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., Fornix, a hollow 
place in the brain, bending like an arch. 1799 Med. Frul. 
IL. 329 The fornix .. raised at its anterior extremity. 1881 
Mivart Cat 268 This fornix is made up of two white cords 
closely approximated anteriorly. 

b. Bot. (See quots.) 

1823 Crass Zechnol. Dict. s.v. Arch, Fornix, a small 
elongation of the corolla, which commonly covers the 
stamina. 1862 M. C. Cooxr Man. Bot. Terms, Fornix, 
arched scales in the orifice of some flowers. 

e. Conchol. ‘The excavated part of a shell, 
situated under the umbo. It also signifies the 
upper or convex shell in the Ostrea’ (Craig 1848). 

+ Fornu'mb, v. Obs. rave—1.  [f. For- pref! 
+NumsB v.] zr. To become numbed. 

1571 GoLpiNne Calvin on Ps, li, 9 How much so euer they 
fornommed, whosoever is touched earnestly wt the feare of 
God, hee will wishe none other remedy. 


For-old a.: see For- pref.) 10. 

+ Forold, v. Os. [OE. forealdian, f. For- 
pref.| + ealdian to grow old, f. eald, OLD a. Cf. 
OHG. faralten (mod. Ger. veralten).] intr. To 
grow old, wear out with age. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 111. iv.[vi.] (1890) 166 Ne forealdize 
peos hond efre. a 1300 Holy Rood 74(Ashm.) in Leg. Rood 
(1871) 24 It ne bar nober lef ne rynde as it uorolded [4/S. 
Vernon for-oldet] were. ¢1305 Edmund Conf. 175 in E. E. 
P. (1862) 75 He hem forbrende stilleliche: for hi forolbed 
(S. Eng. Legendary, S. Edmund 175: for-olde] were. 

Foroughe, obs. form of Furrow. 

+ Forou't, forou‘ten, fc. Obs. Forms: 1 
foruton, 4 foroutyn, -owtyn, -outen, forout(e, 
4-5 forowt, (4 foreowt), 5-6 foroutin, 6 forow- 
tin, 7 foroutten. [OE. fori/ton, -itan, f. For 
prep. + tton, -an, f. ut Our.) 

1. a. Except. OE. only. b. Besides. 











FORPRISE. 


O. E. Chron. an, 1122, Se fir..for bearnde ealle be minstre 
for uton feawe bec. 1375 Barsour Bruce x1. 110 Fifty 
thousand of archerys He had, forouten the hoblerys. c 142g 
Wyntoun Cro. vi. xlii. 126 He had .. Foure scor off 
hardy armyd men, For-owte archeris. 

2. Without. 

c1350 Will. Palerne 2681 To late hire lengbe fulle a 
fourteni3t for-oute alle greues of sau3tes to be cite. c1425 
Wyntoun Cro. vul. xxxvii. 66 He for-owt gruchyng De- 
lyveryt hym of coursis thre. 1513 DouGLas 4@nezs ut. x. 
59 Forowtin faill. 1609 SkENE Jeg. Maj. 111 Quhere dome 
is given foroutten Judge sitand, that is na dome of law. 

+ Forou'th, adv. and prep. Sc. Obs. Also 
4 forrouth, 4-5 forow(e)th. [app. a var. of 
ForwitH ; cf. Sc. (Barbour) owfouth=out with. 
Perhaps Forrow is a shortened form of this.] 

A. adv. a. Of position: In front. b. Of direc- 
tion: Forward. e. Of time: Before, beforehand. 

1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 202 Ta Fifty weill Armyt, and 
forouth ga. Jééd. xiv. 242 The Erll thomas wes forrouth ay. 
Lbid. xvi, 504 As 3e forrouth herd me tell. 

B. prep. Of time or place: Before. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 163, I sall Hald It..as myn eldris 
forouch [ste 7S. : 2? 7ead forouth]}me. J/éd7d. x1. 341 Evyn 
forrouth hym suld ga The vaward. 1375 Sc. Troy-bk. u. 
722 The Gregeois swyth Aryvede. .A litill foroweth be even- 
nynge. 1425 WyNTOUN Cyon. VII. xxxvill. 134 Dai gaddryd 
pame all..And schupe bame forowth pame to be. 

Forow, obs. f. Furrow; var. Forrow, Ods, Sc. 

Forpained, -pampered: see For- pref! 6. 

+ Forpa'ss, v. Ods, Also forepass. [ad. OF. 
Jor-, fourpasser, £. fors, For- pref. + passer to 
Pass; in Spenser’s quasi-archaic use the prefix 
seems to be taken as ForeE-.] 

1. ¢vans. To go beyond, surpass, excel. [So in 
OF.; in quot. 1374 Skeat takes for as a conj.] 

€1374 Cuaucer 7voylus 1. tor In al ‘lroyes citee Nas noon 
so fair, for passing every wight, So aungellyk was hir 
natyf beautee. 153. Starkey Let. /o Cromwell in England 
p. xxii, So my wytt and capacyte hit for-passyth. 1550 
CoverDaLe Spir. Perle xxx. 83 b, Lyke as the spyryte 
forepasseth and ouercommyth the fleshe in Christe. 1579 
Tomson Calvin's Serm. Tim. 303/2 They .. know that it 
forepasseth all our wits. | mee 

b. To exceed (a time-limit). 

1622 Bacon Hex. VII, 72 The Subiect should haue his 
time of Watch for fiue yeares .. which if hee fore-passed his 
Right should be bound for euer after. 

2. intr. To pass beyond. In Spenser: To go 


past, pass. 

1496 Bk. St. Albans, Fishing Div, Whether over the 
water he woll forpas. 1590 SreNseR /. Q. ul. x. 20 One 
day as hee forpassed by the plaine With weary pace. 1591 
— M. Hubberd 519 Scarse can a Bishoprick forpas them by. 

Forpierce, -pinch: see For- ref! 5 and 5 b. 

Forpine, v. Os. exc. arch. Also 6-7 fore- 
pine, [f. For- Jvef!+Pinz v.) ¢vans, To cause 
to pine or waste away; to torture, famish, waste. 
(Often in pa. pple. ; perh. 277.) 

c 120s Lay. 29130 Munekes he for-pinede on mani are wise. 
1297 Rk. Grouc. (Rolls) 1159 He lai uorpined in be wounde. 
?a1366 Cuaucer Rom, Rose 365 Hir face frounced and 
forpyned. 15871 GoLpinc Calvin on Ps. li. g He was for- 
pyned with extreme sorow. 1577 St. Aug. Manual(Longm.) 
30 Whom meates puff up, whom fastynges forepine. @ 1618 
J. Davies Commend. Poems (Grosart) 20/1 Its wood to be 
fore-pinde with wastefull carke. 1626 Sir #. Drake re- 
vived in Arb, Garner V. 545 Our long fasting ..might some- 
what forepine and waste us. 1865 Meader No. 117. 338/3 
For-pined my cheek you see. 4 

Hence Forpined, Forpi‘ning Af/. ads. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. vi. 157 For-pyned schrewe! ©1386 
Cuaucer Prod, 205 Pale as a for-pyned goost. 1597-8 Br. 
Hatt Sat. v. ii. ot Grim Famine sits in their forepined 
face. 1818 Mirman Samor g2 Forepining day, and vigilant 
sleepless night. 

Forpit, forpet (fp-1pit, -ét). Sc. and north. 
dial. [corruption of fourth part.) The fourth part 
of some other measure, now of a peck. 

1793 Statist. Acc. Scot., Lanarks, V1. 77 As much land 
as is requisite for sowing a cap-full, or forpet of seed. 
a 1794 in Ritson’s Sc. Sougs I, 184, I hate brew'd a forpet 
o' ma’t. 1799 J. Ropertson Agric. Perth p. vi, 4 lippies 
or forpits = 1 peck or 4 of a bushel or firlot respectively, 
1824 Scott Redgauntlet ch. vii, ‘ A forpit or twa of sault.’ 
1862 Hunter Ligear § House of Fleming v. 60 Two pecks 
and two forpits of bear at the cost of 2/2d. 1892 in 
Northumb. Gloss. . 

For-plaint, -possed, -prick: see For- pref.l 

Porprise (fpproiz), sé. Also 7 foreprise. 
[a. AF. forprise, f. forpris: see next.] An excep- 
tion or reservation. 

[1292 Britron 1. xv. §6 Sauntz fere nule forprise.] 1530 
Act 22 Hen, VIII, c, 15 The excepcions, forprises, and 
prouisions in this present pardon hereafter mencioned. 1602 
Furpecke 1s¢ Pt, Parall, 10 Hee woulde haue leuied the 
Fine with a foreprise or exception of certaine acres. 1613 
Sir H. Fincu Law (1636) 18 He shall make no foreprise in 
his Writ. 1676 in Cotes. 1848 in WHARTON Law Lex. 


Forprise (ffiproi'z), v. Forms : 5-8 forprise, 
(6-yse), 6-8 foreprise, (6 -ice, 7 -yse,forsgprise), 
7—foreprize. [f. AF. forpris, -se, pa. pple. of for- 
prendre, forsprendre to except, f. for(s-, For- pref.8 
+ prendre to take.] ; 

trans. To take out, except, or reserve; esf. in 


Law phr. éxcept(ed and forprised. Now rare. 
[1303 L725. Custum.in Munim, Gildhalle 11.1. 168 Le Duc 

de Paka est forspris par nostre Seignour le Rei 

dEngleterre.] 1488 dct 3 Hen. VII, c. 3§111 The Townes 


FORQUIDDER. 


of Berwyk and Carlile oonly except and forprised. 1535 
Act 26 Hen. VIII, c.6§ 4 Any games. .the game of shotinge 
onely exceptyd and forprised. 1565 JEweL Def Afol. 
(1611) 384 Dame Ioane, I trow, ye will haue foreprised out 
of this number. 1620 Be. Hatt Hon. Mar. Clergy i. iii, 
Fore-prizing none but such as haue the gift of continencie. 
1686 Royal Proclant. 10 Mar. in Loud. Gaz. No. 2120/2 
Excepted and always foreprized out of this Our Pardon, all 
‘Treasons [etc.]. 1797 ‘Llomiins Law Dict. s.v. Horprise, 
Leases and conveyances, wherein excepted and forprised 
is an usual expression, _ 1864 Sir I. Patrcrave Norm. § 
Eng, WI, 115 One individual alone foreprized. 

Forquhy, Sc. form of Forwuy. 

+ Forqui'che, v. Ols.—' [f. For- gref.t + OE. 
cwictan, f. cwic, Quick a.] zntr. To come to life. 

c1z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 77 We don, alse ping dod, pe 
haue@ lein on swete, forquichied ban here time cumed. 

Forqui‘dder. Ots.—' In 3 forcwiddare. 
[f. For-2, Forn- pref.| + *cwiddere, agent-n. f. 
cwddian to tell.] A foreteller. 

azzz5 Ancr. R. 212 Peos beod hore owune prophetes 
forewiddares. 

Forraine, obs. form of Forrien. 

For-raked, -raught: see For- pref! 6 b, 4. 

Forra(y, obs. form of Foray. 

+ Forre‘de, v. Obs. [OE. forrédan = OHG. 
Sor-, ferraten (Ger. verrathen).| trans. To de- 
ceive, betray, seduce. 

at1ooo Wutrstan //om. (Napier) 160 Eadwerd man for- 
redde and syddan acwealde. cx20s5 Lay. 14867 Purh his 
dohter Rouwenne mine uader he uor-radde. w1225 Fuliana 
18 Ne nullich leauen ower read pat forreaded ou seoluen. 
e1250 Gen. § Ex, 2192 Do was Iosep sore for-dred Dat he 
wore oc Ohur3 hem for-red. @1300 Body § Soul in Map’s 
Poents 337 The world..that mani a soule haved for-rad. 

Forrede, obs. form of FURRED. 

Forrel(l, Forrester: see Forrt, FORESTER. 
For-rend: see For- pref! 5b. 

Forrey,-eie, obs. ff. of Foray. 

+ Forri'dden, Af/e. and ppl. a. Obs. [f. For- 
pref.' + ridden, pa. pple. of RipE v.] a. Of a per- 
son: Wearied with riding. b. Of a horse: That 
has been ridden to excess (in quot. ¢vavsf.). 

1500-20 Dunsar Poems Ixi. 62 The court hes done my curage 
* euill, And maid me [ane] forriddin muill. 1635 CRANLEY 
Amanda 23 Young bold-faced Queanes, and old fore-ridden 
Jades, 1820 Scots Mag. May 422 Sare forridden, my merry 
~menyie Left me my livan’ lane. 

+ Forridel. 0Oés. (OE. forridel, f. For- pref 
+ root of rédan to Rips.J] One who rides in 
advance. Also fig. a precursor, a preliminary. 

exo00 Aitrric /fom, II. 168 Cyning..Totilla..sende his 
forridel .. cydan his to-cyme dam halgan were. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 206 Oder swuche uor-rideles. did. 300 Al be 
uorrideles pet brouhten in pe sunne bet is pe deofles heaued 
pet me schal totreden anon, 

Forrill, var. of Foren. 

Forrit (fprit), adv. Sc. [repr. FoRwarp, or a 
coalescence of this with Forericut.] Forward. 

1786 Burns Pastoral Poetry vi, Come forrit, honest Allan! 
1816 Scott Old Mort. xxxviii, ‘What for are ye no getting 
forrit wi’ the sowens?’ 1826 J. Witson Woct. Ambry. Wks. 
1855 I. 145 Things wunna retire and come forrit as I wish. 

Hence Fo'rritsome a., forward, ‘ pushing’. 

1894 Crockett Raiders 200 ‘I’m not..a forritsome man.’ 

Forroast: see For- pref. 1 5. 

+ Forroo’t, v. Obs. [ME. forroten, f. For- pref.) 
+roten, Root v.] tutr. To ‘root’ as a swine. 

e1230 Halt Meid. 13 Ha in hare wurdunge as eaueres 


forroteden, 

+ Forro't, v. Os. [OE. forrotian, f. For- 
pref.' + rotian to Rov; = MLG. vworroten (Ger. 
verrotten).| intr. To rot away, putrefy. 

agoo Kentish Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 64 Zt .. putrescet, 
and forrotad. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 111 Pine welan forrotiad 
biforan pine e3an. a@1225 Ancr. R. 138 Widuten salt fleshs 
.-forroted sone. a1300 Seven Sins iv. in £. E. P. (1862) 17 
Pou salt..for-roti to axin and erbe. 

Jig. 1340 Ayenb. 205 Chastete.. pet uorrotede ine be 
watere of uoule lostes, 

Hence Forro'tted Z/. a., putrefied, rotten. 

c897 K. Aitrrep Gregory's Past. xvii, (1871) 124 Det sio 
rednes Sees wines Sa forrotedan wunde .. clensize. 1340 
Ayenb, 148 Pe leme uorroted ssolde ssende be hole. 

+ Fo'rrow, adv. and prep. Sc. Obs. [prob. short. 
f. ForoutH, Forwita ; cf. ofow =o2touth, outwith. 
See Arorrow, Tororrow.] A. adv. Beforehand, 
inadyance. B. grep, Before (in time or place). 

1375 BaArsour Bruce 1. 120 Walys ensample mycht have 
bene To 30w, had 3e it forow sene. J/bzd. vi. 145, I will 
that he gaforrow vs. 1474 Acta Audit. (1839) 35 On friday 
forou witsonday. 1535 Stewart Crom. Scot. (1858) I. 73 
On that nycht ane lytill forrow da. 

Forrow, obs. form, of Foray. 

For-rue, -run: see For- gref.! 2, 6b and 8. 

+ Forsa'do. Oés. rare. [a. Sp. forcgado, now 
written forzado.]_ A galley-slave. 

1625-6 Purcuas Pilgrims 11.1367 There were many other 
Christian Slaues, but more then two hundred Forsados. 
1722 D. Cox Carolina 28 The Majority of the Inhabitants, 
are Forc’adoes or forc’d People, having been Malefactors in 
some Parts of Mexico. , 

Forsaid: see Forrsain. 

Forsake (fpisé''k), v. Pa. t. forsook (fgisu'k). 
Pa. pple. forsaken (fpisé'k’n). Forms: Pres. ¢. 

1 forsace, (orthumb. foresacco), 2-3 south. 
vorsake, (fursake, 4 sou/h. vorsake, forsak, 6 
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forsayke), 2— forsake. fa. ¢. 1 forsdéce, 3-4 
forso(c)k, south. vorsoc, -k, 3-6 forsoke, (4 
forsuk(e, 6 foresoke), 6-7 forsooke, 4— forsook; 
also 7 weak form forsaked. Ja. pple. 1 forsacen, 
3-4 fursake(n, forsakin, -yn, 3 forsoc, 4-6 
forsake, 6-9 forsook(e, (7 forsoken), 3- for- 
saken ; weak forms 3-4 forsaked, -id. [OE. 
Sorsacan, f. For- pref.! + sacan to contend, dispute, 
deny; cf. OS. forsakan (Du. verzaken), OHG. 
Jirsahhan to deny, repudiate, renounce. ] 
+1. trans. To deny (an accusation, an alleged 
fact, etc.). Obs. 
c12z50 Gen. §& Ex. 1767 Stalde ic for-sake. 1297 R. 
Gtouc. (1724) 473 3uf eni clere as felon were itake, & vor 
felon iproued, & ne mi3te it no3t uorsake. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Boeth, 1. pr. iv. 27 (Camb. MS.), I ne may nat for-sake the 
ryht swyfte cours of my prosperite, 1389 Sevmz.(MS. Helm.), 
pei[Ananie and Safira] forsoken to Petir here monei bat pei 
hadden, ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 172/2 Forsakyn, and denyyn, 
abnego, c151x 1st Eng. Bk. Amer. (Arb.) Introd. 31/1 
They forsake that maria is the moder of god. 
+b. To deny knowledge of (a person). Ods. 
¢1340 Cursor M. 15997 (Trin.) Petur.. had forsake his 
lord pries on a rowe. ¢ 1400 MAUNDEV. (1839) viii. 91 Seynt 
Peter forsoke our Lord thries, 
+c. To deny, renounce, or repudiate allegiance 
to (God, a lord, etc.). Also rarely, forsake to. 
ai225 Fuliana 33 Mi feader & mi moder for pi pat ich 
nule pe forsaken; habbe forsake me. a@1300 Cursor M/. 
22205 Pan sal all paa..Es funden lele in cristen Jai, Oither 
to iesu crist for-sake, Or underli sa wraful wrake. did. 
25149 Wicked man, bat godd forsakes. 1483 Caxton Gold, 
Leg. 81 b/2 For we haue not folowed the synne of our fadres 
that forsoken theyr God. 1537 Bury Wills (Camden) 131, I 
forsake the Bysshoppe of Romes vsurpyt pouer. 
+d. To ‘deny’ (oneself) ; =DEnY v. 7. Obs. 
c1178 Lamb. Hom.145 Forsake him seolf, and bere his 
rode. ¢1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. xlii, 
Who soo wyll come after me, forsake hymself, 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 80 As renouncing and forsaking mee selfe. 
+2. To decline or refuse (something offered). 
With simple 007. or ¢o and zn. Obs. 
a8o00 Corpus Gloss. 650 Detractauit, forsooc. c893 K. 
ZELFRED Ovos. 11. iv. § 2 An consul..forsoc pone triumphan. 
a1o00 Laws Edgar ii. § 8 pone [mynet] nan man ne forsace. 
a1228 Yuliana 11 Sei me hwi bu forsakest bi sy & ti selhde. 
1z97 R. Grouc. (1724) 41x Roberd hym bybo3te.. pat yt 
was wel gret trauayl, to be kyng of pulke lond.. War poru 
he..vorsoc yt al out. ¢1375 Lay Folks Mass Bk. (MS. B) 
250 Pai offerd gold ensense & myrre, and hou forsoke none 
of pirre. 1395 2. 2. Wills (1882) 9 My sone and .. his wif 
haue forsake to be myne executours. 1470-85 Matory 
Arthur vi. xviii, The thre knyghtes..yelded hem vnto syr 
kay and sir kay forsoke hem and said he foughte neuer with 
hem. 1593 Greene News fr. Heaven & Hell D iijb, This 
Brick-layer who forsooke to goe into Heauen because his 
wife was there. 1605 Campren ew. (1637) 275 He.. for- 
sooke a right worshipful roome when it was offered to him. 
(1697 DrypEn Virg. Georg. 11. 335 He..forsakes his Food.] 
absol, 1382 Wyc.ir Prov. 1. 24, I clepede, and 3ee forsoken. 
+b. To decline or refuse to bear, encounter, 
have to do with, undertake ; to avoid, shun. Ods. 
a1225 Ancr. R. 182 Nolde me tellen him alre monne 
dusizest, bet forsoke enne buffet, uor one speres wunde. 
1375 Barsour Bruce xiv. 315 Na multitud he forsuk of 
men, Quhill he hade ane aganis ten. 1389 in Exg. Gilds 
(1870) 54 Qwo-so be chosen..& he forsake his offyce he xal 
paye..iijs. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xv1. |xili. (Tollem, 
MS.), A nober kynde of magnas, bat forsakeb yren and 
dryuep it awey. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 173 If a leche 
be in straunge cuntre .. he schal forsake alle maner of curis 
pat ben harde to do. 1573 Tusser sd. (1580) 81 Hanging 
on the Crosse, no shame he did forsake. 1576 FLEMING 
Panofpl. Epist. 33 We followe libertie, and forsake servitude. 
+e. To refuse respect or obedience to (a com- 
mand, duty, etc.); to disregard. Also, to neglect 


(¢o do something). Odés. 
¢1175 Lamb. Hont. 111 Swa saul be king dude pe forsech 
odes heste. a1300 Cursor M. 6523 Sum of baim pis fast 
orsoke. Jdid. 28246 Ic for-soke oft to kyrk at ga. 1340 
HampoLe Px» Consc. 4406 Al pas men..Pat sal forsake to 
wirk Cristes werk. 1387 Trevisa Higdex (Rolls) VI. 273 
Pe kynges kny3tes. .forsook Clito his faire byhestes. 


3. To give up, renounce. a. To give up, part 
with, surrender (esp. something dear or valued). 


Passing into sense 4. 

¢893 K. AELrrEeD O7os. 1. xii. § 3 He pat was eall for- 
sacende. c¢1200 Jin. Coll. Hom. 147 Hie forsoken be 
wereld and eordliche wele. az240 Uveisuzt in Cott. Hom. 
195 Vor pine luue ich uorsoc al pet me leof was. @1300 
Cursor M. 23045 Paa bat..al bis werld welth forsok. c 1400 
Maunpev. (Roxb.) xix. 88 He hase forsaken wyfand childer 
and all be ricches .. of be werld. 1582 Bentiey Jon. 
Matrones ii. 12, I rather did forsake my right than to 
behold such cruelnesse. 1585 T. Wasuincron tr. Wicholay’s 
Voy. 1. ix. 12b, Forsaking the name of a Captayne any 
longer, caused himselfe to be called king. 1593 SHaks. 
Lucr. 157 For himself himself he must forsake. 1782 
Cowrer Hope 585 Forsaking country, kindred, friends. 

b. To break off from, renounce (an employment, 
design, esp. an evil practice or sin; also, a belief, 
doctrine). ++ Till 17th c. occas. with z7f. as object. 

c1178 Lamb. Hom. 81 He scal his sunne uor-saken. ¢ 1200 
Vices & Virtues (1888) 23 Nu durh godes grace pu hes hafst 
forsaken. ¢1305 St. Andrew 6 in E. Z. P. (1862) 98 Pis 
obere here nettes gonne forsake, 1382 Wyciir Hed. x. 25 
Not forsakynge oure gederinge to gidere, as it is of custom 
tosum men. c¢1400 Maunpey. (Roxb.) xi. 42 Pe emperour 
.. forsuke Cristen fayth. _x40r Pol. Poenzs (Rolls) Il. 49 
Who wil allege the temple for glorie of our chirche, fforsake 
he to be cristen. c1460 Pol. Rel. §& L. Poems (1866) 236 
Vertu, godede, & almisdede, arn al for-sake. 1548-9 (Mar.) 








FORSARY. 


Bk. Cont. Prayer (Baptism), Doest thou forsake the deuill 
and all his workes? 1558 Bp. Watson Sev. Sacrasi. xxix. 
186 He must forsake to dwel with hys father and mother. 
1601 CuEsteR Love's Mart., Dialogue ccxvii, Haue I for- 
sooke to bathe me inthe flouds. 1697 DrypEeNn Virg. Georg. 
Iv. 218 Streighten’d by my Space, I must forsake This Task. 
1703 MAuNDRELL Journ. Ferus. (1732) 140 We were fore’d 
to forsake our intended visit. 1844 SranLey Arnold (1858) 
Il. viii. 14 Nor that the doctrine of Christ crucified has 
been so forsaken. 1894 J. T. FowLer Adammnan Introd. 
56 The southern Picts .. had forsaken idolatry. 

4. To abandon, leave entirely, withdraw from; 
esp. to withdraw one’s presence and help or com- 
panionship from ; to desert. + Zo forsake patch: 
?to quit the spot. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 1228 He paim for-soke in al ber nedis. 
a1340 Hampotr Psalter vi. 7 Til whaim now he spekis for- 
sakand paire felaghschip. c 1386 Cuaucer Friar’s T. 224, 
I wol holde company with the, Til it be so that thou forsake 
me. ¢1422 Hoccteve Learn to Die 506 Forsake y am, 
frendshipe y can noon fynde. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of 
Aymion xxi. 461 Whan mawgys sawe that they forsoke the 
place, he followed theym not. @1533 Lp. Berners Huon 
CXXXVili. 516 They .. forsoke theyr horses on the see syde. 
1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Matrimony, And forsaking 
all other kepe thee only to her. 1602 Carew Cornwall 
135a, The Foy men gave them so rough entertaynment at 
their welcome, that they were glad to forsake patch, without 
bidding farewell. 1674 MartiniereE Voy. VV. Coustries 64 
The night forsook us quite, the Sun continuing always in 
our sight. 41713 Appison Ca¢o u. vi, Thou hast forsook 
Thy Juba’s cause. 1774 Gotpsm. Vat. Hist. (1776) V. 318 
Larks .. forsake that climate in winter. 1816 J. WiLSon 
City of Plague u.iv, I implored her to forsake the city. 
1833 L. Ritcuin Wand. by Loire 115 The road forsakes the 
river. 1841-4 Emerson Zss., Love Wks. (Bohn) I. 71 This 
passion .. though it begin with the young, yet forsakes not 
the old. 1860 TyNbALL Glac. 1. xxvii. 197 It [a hut] was 
forsaken, and half buried in the snow. 1881 JoweETT 
Thucyd. 1. 45 Those who forsake allies whom they have 
sworn to defend. 

absol. a1839 Praep Poems (1864) I. 363 He'll learn to 
flatter and forsake. 1841 Lane Arad. Nis. I. 100 If thou 
forsake, we verily do the same. 

+b. Of things: To fail, disappoint the hopes 
of. Obs. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 6 The corruptyble 
rychesse of this worlde..forsaketh and deceyueth him whan 
he weneth best. 1610 Br. CarLeTton Yurisd. v. 73 It is not 
to be marueiled, if the truth of Religion afterward forsaked 
them. 1774 Gotpsm. Vat. Hist. (1776) V. 361 Their food 
- never forsakes them in those warm latitudes. 


Forsaken (ffiscik’n), +forsake, ///. a. 
[pa. pple. of Forsake v.] In senses of the verb. 


1. Deserted, left solitary or desolate. 

c1308 Pilate 238 in L. £. P. (1862) 117 He .. caste hit 
wiboute be toun among olde walles forsake. 1388 Wyc.ir 
Ps, \xii{i]. 3 In alond forsakun, ¢1430 Lyne. Venus-Mass in 
Lay Folks Mass Bk. (1879) Notes 395 Me semeth amonges 
all I am on of the most for-sake. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 1. iil. 
3 Forsaken, wofull, solitarie mayd. 1614 RaveicH Hzs¢. 
World 1. (1634) 532 This banished Nation retained their 
..love of their forsaken Country. 1791 Mrs. Rapc irre 
Rom. Forest ii, This apparently forsaken edifice might be 
a place of refuge to banditti. 1871 Freeman orm. Cong. 
(1876) IV. xviii. 218 Their forsaken state was not owing to 
any oppression. 

+b. Of words: Disused, obsolete. Ods. 

1612 BrerEwoop Lang. §& Relig. vi. 53 The articles of 
league .. could very hardly in his time be understood, by 
reason of the old forsaken words. 

+2. Morally abandoned. Also adso/. Obs, 

1572 Satir. Poems Refornt. xxx. 206 Bot, quhair the iust 
dois ioyne thame with forsakin, Be war thay get not wickit 
Acabs takin. 1597 Hooker Zecé, Pol, vy. xlii. § 13 Those 
impious forsaken miscreants. 

Hence Forsa‘kenly adv.; Forsa’kenness. 

rs9r Harincton Ord. Fur. xxxu. xlvii, Leaves .. For- 
sakenly about the tree doth lye. 1621 Lapy M. Wrotu 
Urania 93 To make me the more miserably end with neg- 
lectiue forsakennesse. 1840 CARLYLE Heroes (1858) 252 So 
could the Hero [Dante], in his forsakenness..still say to 
himself, 1876 Gro. Exiot Dan. Der. I. xvii Tragedies of the 
copse..where the helpless drag wounded wings forsakenly. 

Forsaker (ffiséi-ko1). Now vave. [f. ForRSAKE 
v.+-ER1,] One who forsakes, 

1382 Wycuir /sa. xxx. 1 Wo! 3ee sonus forsakeres seith 
the Lord. ?1807 Comzmunyc. (W. de W.) Bij, Of synne 
aforsaker. 1689 Def Liberty agst. Tyrants 139 They may 
justly be called forsakers and traytors. 1821 Examiner 
803/2 The faithless forsakers of Parga. 1879 Gro. Exior 
Theo. Such 159 In this sort of love it is the forsaker who 
has the melancholy lot. 

Forsaking (fpiséi'kin), vd/. sd. [f. ForsAKe v. 
+-InGl.] The action of the vb. Forsake. 

¢1320 Cast. Love 1637 Then helpeth ther no pledyng there, 
Ne forsakyng. c1z440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 
I. xxviii, Traueyle..whiche to an uncunnyng man semyth 
a forsakyng of god. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
23b, For y® forsakyng of one worlde, we shall haue more., 
than there is .. in an .. hondred thousande worldes. 1611 
Bete Jsa. vi. 12 Vntill .. there be a great forsaking in the 
midst of the land. a161z Donne Budbavatos (1644) 16 Ever 
in his forsakings there are degrees of Mercy. 1842 MANNING 
Sernz. (1848) 1, xviii. 268 The forsaking of the light of God’s 
countenance is our portion in the lot of sinners. 

+Forsar(y. Ods. [ad. Fr. + forsatre, -garre, 
now superseded by forgat.] A galley-slave. 

1546 St. Papers Hen. VITI, X1. 284 As toching the for- 
sares, He could not of his honour rendre them, having before 
gyven them libertye. @1572 Knox Hist. Ref. 1. (1586) 182 
The Masse was said in the Gallies..in Presence of the 
Forsaris. 1721 Strype Accel. Mem, I. 1. xviii. 149 A pro- 
clamation..that..every such author. .be committed into the 
galleys, there to row in chains, as a slave or forsary. 


FORSAT. 


|| Forsat. Ovs. rare—'. [Fr.; now written 
Jorcat.| In phrase Zo play at forsat (=F. jouer 
au forcat): to adhere strictly to certain rules 
the observance of which is not generally obligatory. 

1674 Cotton Compl. Gamester in Singer Hist. Cards 340 
If you play at forsat (that is the rigour of the play) he that 
deals wrong loseth one and his deal. 

Forsay, -scald, -scattered : see For- pref! 

Forse: see ForcE. 

+ Forsee, v. Ods. [OE. forséon, f. For- pref! 
+ séonto see; =OS. forsehan (Du. verzien), OHG. 
Sar-, fersehan (mod.Ger. versehen).] trans. To 


disregard, despise, overlook. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 37 Ne forseoh pu nefre pine zecynd. 
¢1175 Lamb, Hom, 113 Ne bid his mehte nohwer for-se3en. 
a 1225 St. Marher.15 Ha blindlunge gad and forseod godd. 
a1300 £. £, Psalter xci. 12 [xcii. 11] For-segh min egh, 
lokande, Pas pat ere mine ille-willande. 

Forsee: see FoRESEE. 

+ Forsee’k, v. Ods. [f. For- pref! + Srxx.] 
trans. Yo seek thoroughly, seek out. 

a1300 Sarmiusz 50 in E£. EL. P. (1862) 2 Pe wormis pat hit 
habbip al for-so3t. 1584 GREENE Carde of Fancie Wks. 
(Grosart) IV. 161 To deuise his destruction which simply 
foresought thy preferment. 1614 J. Davies Eclog. 98 Wks. 
(Grosart) II. 20/1 Vartue it’s sed (and is an old said saw) Is 
for hur selfe, to be forsought alone. 

b. To weary (oneself) with seeking. 

@1300 Cursor M1. 17597 Pair sandes come again vn-spedd 
Pai war for-soght pam vp and dun. 

Forseethe : see For- pref. 5. 

Forsemens: see FoRcEMENT. 

For-sench: see Forn- pref! 5. 

Forsene : see FORCENE. 

Forset (ffise't), v. Now dial. Also 6, 9 fore-. 
[OE. forsettan, f. For- pref. + settan to Sev; = 
MHG. versetsen. OE. had forszttan in same sense. ] 

1. trans, To beset (dt. and fig.) ; to bar (a way; 
with dat. of person); to surround, invest (a city, 
etc.) ; to waylay, entrap (a person or animal). 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. ut. xiv. [xix.] (1891) 212 Pat heo 
him pone heofonlican weg forsette & fortynde. 13.. Z. Z. 
Allit. P. B. 78 My gomez .. for-settez on vche a syde he 
cete aboute. c1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 1815 
For-setten byfore, & eke byhynde Wyp crokes ilkon ober 
gan bynde. ?a1400 Morte Arth. 1896 Thay hade at 3one 
foreste forsette vs the wayes. ¢1430 Chev. Assigne 251 
Thow haste forsette be 3onge qwene. c1470 HarpiNG 
Chron, CLxxt. iv, Knightes, A litell fro Duresme their 
waye forsett. 1577 HotinsHep Chvoxz. I. Scotl. 437/1 
The Earle of Angus caused the Castell to be forsette, 1598 
Manwoop Lazes Forest xx. § 4 (1615) 171/1 They might 
hunt and chase the wild beasts..towards the forest, so that 
they do not forestal nor foreset them in their return. 1872 
Daily News 13 Aug., The watcher and policeman then 
‘foreset’ the defendants, whom they captured. 1882 Lanc. 
Gloss., For-set (Furness), to waylay. 

2. Sc. To overburden or overpower with work. 

1500-20 Dunsar Poems xxii. 11 Forsett is ay the falconis 
kynd, Bot euir the mittane is hard in mynd. 

Hence + Fo'rset sb. Obs. ? A stratagem. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 2912 Ne schal 
nought Brenne bede me trypet Pat y ne schal turne hym 
wip a forset. 

Forset, obs. form of Faucet. 


Forshake: see For- pref.! 1. 


t+ Forshakel. Ods. [f. For- pref2 + shakel, 
SHACKLE 5d.] (See quot.) 

1304 in Rogers Agric. §& Prices I. xxi. 538[The forshakel 
of Cheddington (1304) and the lustlegg of Trillek and Troy 
(x308, 1328) are local equivalents of the plough-shoe]. 

+ Forsha'me, v. Obs. [OE. forsceamian, f. 
For- pref. + sceamian: see SHAME v.] intr. To 
be greatly ashamed. In OE, also zzfersonal. 
€897 K. AELFRED Gregory's Past. xxi. 150 Det hie onzieten 
Sect hie mon téle..& hie forscamige. a1ogo Liber Scintill. 
viii. (t889) 40 On him sylfum be his synnum azenum for- 
sceamigean. ¢1200 OrMIN 12528 Pe deofell wennde awe33 
anan Forrshamedd off himm sellfenn. 

+ Forsha'pe, v. Ods. ‘For forms see SHAPE v. 
[OE. forsceppan str. vb., f. For- pref.l + sceppan: 
see SHAPE v.] trans. To metamorphose, trans- 
form; to misshape, disfigure. 

cx000 /ELrric Gen. 308 (Gr.) Heo ealle forsceop drihten 
to deoflum. azzzg Ancr. R. 120 Hwat 3if eni ancre.. is 
forschupped to wuluene, c1350 Will. Palerne 4394 Ich 
forschop pe panne In pis wise to a werwolf. 1398 TREvISA 
Barth. De P. R. xv. cxlii. (1495) 698 Ydo made a maw- 
met: and forshaped it in the stede of god. 1480 Descr. 
Brit. 54 A man and a woman most nedes ben. .forshapen in 
to likenes of wolues. c1532 Dewes Jutrod. Fr.in Palsgr. 
956 Yo forshape, tvansmuer. 1884 Cuitp Ballads ut. xxxi. 
291/2 Her stepmother had forshapen her. 

Hence Forsha‘ped, Forsha‘pen ///. ad/s., trans- 
formed, misshapen. Forsha‘ping, a deformity. 
Also Forschuppild (7/) [see -11D], a transformer. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 120 Wredde is a uorschuppild. ¢1320 
Cast. Love 640 He were al sopfast mon, Pat no forschippyng 
weore him on. ¢1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 
u. vi, Remedyes..by the which a forshapen soule maye be 
restored agayne. 1530 Patscr. 157 A monstre, a wonder- 
full thyng or forshapen, 

Forshend, -shoot; see For- pref! 1 and 8. 

Forshield: see ForrsHretp. 

+ Forshrink, v. Ods. [OE. forscrincan, f. 
For- pref. + scrincan, SHRINK v.] intr. To 
shrink up, dry up. 
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c1ooo /EtFric Fob vii. 5 Min hyd .. is forscruncen. 
c1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. xxi. 19 Da sona forscranc pet 
fic-treow. ax1goo Flower § Leaf lii, The beauty of hir fresh 
coloures, Forshronke with heat. 

+ Forshu't, v. Obs. [OE. forscyttan, f. For- 
pref + scyttan to Saut.] ¢ranzs. To shut off or 
out ; hence, to preclude, prohibit. 

crooo /ELrric Hom. 1. 540 Hi heofodon folces synna, and 
heora wrace on him sylfum forscytton. c11g0 Departing 
Soul's Addr, Body 13 Nu is thin muth forscutted. ¢1430 
Pilger. Lyf Manhode 1. x\v. (1869) 27 It forshetteth yow 
from passinge ouer. 1530 PatsGr. 109 /orclorre, to schutte 
out or forschut. 

Forsight: see FoRESIGHT. 

Forsin, sd.: see Forn- pref. 4a. 

+ Forsi'n, v. Obs. [OE. forsyngian weak vb., 
f. For- pref. + syngian: see Stn v.] In fa. pple., 
Ruined by sin, burdened with sin. 

a1000 Laws of Edgar, Of Penitents § 12 Ne wurd eniz 
man on worlde swa swide forsyngad, pe he. c1175 Lamb. 
Hom. 95 He demad stidne dom pam forsunezede. ¢ 1200 
Trin. Coll. Hom. 187 To freurende bo forsine3ede. 

Forsink: see For- pref! 5. 

+ Forsi't, v. Obs. [OE. forstttan, f. For- pref. 
+ stttan to Srv] 

1. trans. To defer, delay; to neglect, omit. 

ao4o Laws of At thelstan u. § 20(Schmid) Gifhwa zemot 
forsitte briwa. c1z05 Lay. 28518 Wah swa hit for-sete 
[c1275 for-seate] bat pe king hete. 

=Forretr. (? Miswritten for forfette.) 

2a 1400 [fomadon (Kélbing) 1854 When he ys in pis contre, 
At his will well ye maryede be, Ellyes forsytte youre londe. 

Forsite : see Forcirs. 

+Forsla‘ck, foreslack, v. Ods. [f. For- 
pref.1 + Suck v.] 

l. intr. To be or grow slack ; to pall. rare. 

a1300 Cursor M. 23794 We wreches wit vr will for-sakes, 
pat selenes bat neuer for-slakes. 1579 Tomson Calvin's 
Serm. Tim. 223/2 The tentations whiche sinne hath wrought, 
may in no wise make vs worse or forslake in our calling. 

2. ¢vans. To be slack in, neglect; to lose or 
spoil by slackness or delay. Also with zzf. as od. 

1563-87 Foxe A, § AZ, (1596) 62/1 Bicause..we foreslacke 
our praieng, or be not so vigilant therein as we should. 
Ibid. 77/2 The Officiall thinking to foreslacke no time.. 
laide handes upon this Peter. 1594 Carew 7 asso (1881) 27 
He spitefull warie is, ne ought foreslackes Hierusalem with 
new force to supply. 1596 Spenser /, Q. vu. vii. 45 They 
.. love eschewed That might forslack the charge to them 
foreshewed. 1636 Fratty Clavis Myst. xxi. 266 Be not 
negligent, nor fore-slacke thy opportunity. 1660 H. More 
Myst. Godl. v. xvii. 210 This Prophecie of the Churches 
change into so excellent a state may be foreslacked by the 
ill management and faithlesness of them. ; 

Hence Forsla'cking v0/. sd., delay, hesitation. 

1600 Hotianp Livy xu. lvii, (1609) 1148 All forslacking 
--now would greatly prejudice their reputation. 

+ Forsleep,v. Obs. [f. For- gref.! + Sieur v.] 
a. zutr. Only in pa. pple.: Overcome with sleep. 
b. ¢rans. To neglect through sleep. 

1382 Wycuir Prov. xxiii. 34 The steris man al forslept, the 
steer staf lost. 41571 Campion Hist. Jred. vii. (1633) 21 
Before the generall flood .. when every man foreslept the 
monition, —— 

+Forsling, v. Ots—! In 5 pa. pple. ver- 
slongen. [ad. Du. verslinden: cf. Ger. verschlin- 
gen.) trans. 'To swallow down, gobble up. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 10 Of xy. [chyldren] I haue 
but foure in suche wyse hath this theef forslongen them. 

+ Forslinger, v. Ovs.—1 In 5 forslynger. 
[a. Du. verslingeren, f. ver- = For- pref.) + slin- 
geren, to twist, throw.] z¢vans. To beat, belabour. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 16 That one had an leden 
malle, and that other a grete leden wapper, therwyth they 
wappred and al for slyngred hym. 

Forslip : see For- fre/.! 3. 

+ Forslo‘cken, v. Ols.—+ [f. For- pref.l + 
SLocKEN.] La. pple. only: Drowned. 

1401 Pol. Poems (Rolls) II. 40 The moone is al blodi and 
dymme. .that signefieth lordship forslokend in synne. 

+Forslo'th, v._ [f. For- ref! + Stornz.] 
trans. To lose, miss, neglect, spoil, or waste 
through sloth. Also with z7/- as ob7. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 197 Wanne hii [France & ober 
londes] for soke ys, & for slewped [v.~ uorslewede] & to 
non defence ne come. ¢1386 Cuaucer Nun's Pr. T. 276 
Thou wolt .. for-sleuthen wilfully thy tyde. 1390 Gower 
Conf. 11.190 The prelats now. . Forslouthen that they sholden 
tille. 1393 Lancer, P. PZ. C. vit. 52 Ich.. botere, melke, 
and chese For-sleube[d] in my seruice. cx1440 Ps. Penit. 
(1894) 33 Y haue forsleuthid thi service. ¢1470 in AZyrc's 
Par. Priest (1868) 64 Alle graces that thowe hast for- 
slowthed, 1555 Aur. Parker Ps. xxxiii, Forslouth not thys. 
a1557 Mrs. Basset tr. Alore's Treat. the Passion Wks, 
1362/2 Hee forslouthed to praye and call for gods help. 

Forslow’, foreslow’, v. Ods. exc. arch. 
Forms: 1 forsliwian, 3-4 for-, south. vorslewe, 
6-7 for(e)slow(e, (6 foresloe). a. ¢. 6-7 for(e)- 
slowed, (6 -slowe). Ja. pple. 3 vorslewede, 6 
for(e)slowed, -slowne, 9 foreslowen. ([OE. 
Sorsldwian, f. For- pref: + siéwian to be slow, f. 
sliw, SLOW a.] 

+1. ¢vans. To be slow or dilatory about ; to lose 
or spoil by sloth; to delay, neglect, omit, put off. 
Also with z2f 067. Obs. exc. arch. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. x, Pu naht ne forslawodest pat 
pu pin agen feorh for hine ne sealdest. 1297 R. GLouc. 








FORSOPIL. 


(Rolls) 4055 Wanne hii vorsoke is & uorslewede [v.7. for 
slewped] & to none defense ne come. ¢ 1315 SHOREHAM 114 
Hyt hys thorwe besynesse That men for-slewyth hyt. ¢1386 
CnHaucer Pars. T. ? 611 This foule sinne Accidie .. for- 
sleweth and forsluggeth, and destroyeth alle goodes tem- 
poreles. 1507 Will of Duke (Somerset Ho.), My tithes 
forgoten or forslewyd. 1585 App. SANDys Sevz. (1841) 172 
By procrastination. .& forslowing our turning to the Lord. 
159t Harincton O7l. Fur. xu. xlvii, He foresloed when 
he was on ground To be baptized. 1633 HANMER Chron. 
Tred. 171 Do good then here, fore slow no time. 1677 W. 
Hussarp Narrative 71 They were resolved to foreslow 
no opportunity. 1862 Sir H. Taytor St. Clement's Eve 
ul, vi, Rash attempts shall fitly be foreslowen. 

+2. To make slow, delay, hinder, impede, ob- 
struct; to slacken. Ods. exc. arch. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § JZ. (1596) 274/2 He foreslowed not his 
iourneie. 1579 SPENSER Shefh. Cad. June 119 Least night 
with stealing steppes doe you forsloe. 1603 Sir C. Heypon 
Sud. Astrol. xxi. 474 Saturne doth onely foreslow the 
operation of the Moone; the rest of the Planets doe all 
further her working. @ 1660 Hammonp Is. (1684) IV. 565 
If they be any time foreslowed and trashed by either out- 
ward or inward restraints. 1682 Drypen 70 Duchess on her 
return 15 The wond'ring Nereids. . Foreslow'd [Beld printed 
foreflowed] her passage to behold her form. 1855 SINGLETON 
Virgil 1. 140 What delay foreslows the laggard nights. 

absol. 1615 Crooxe Body of Man 261 Nature .. doth not 
either preuent or foreslow vnlesse shee be prouoked. 

+ 3. zutr. To be slow or dilatory. Ods. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps, xi. 8 Although God forslow 
and delay fora while, yit..the time of vengeance will surely 
come. 1593 SHAKs. 3 Hex. VJ, u. iii. 56 Foreslow no 
longer, make we hence amaine. 

Hence Forslow'ed ///.a., Forslow‘ing v0/. st. 
Also Forslow-er, one who ‘forslows’. 

c1ggo Cartwricut in Presbyt, Rev. Jan. (1888) 116 Much 
les cast you into forfiture for a fooresloed [Printed foore- 
stoed] letter. 1593 Nasue Christs 7. 81 b, Of these fore- 
slowers it is sayde..I will spue them out of my mouth, 
1611 Cotcr., Accrochement ..a staying, delaying, or fore- 
slowing, of a Suit. 

Forslug : see For- pref! 3. 

Forsment, obs. form of FoRCEMENT. 

+ FPorsme'rl, v. Obs! [f. For- pref.l + 
SMEBRLES ointment.] vans. To anoint. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 19985 (Edin.) In quilc [cristis] nam for- 
smerlid tald es he. 

+ Forsmi'te, v. Ods. [f. For- pref + Surrn.7 
trans. Yo smite in pieces ; to strike down. 

cxzz0g Lay. 1598 He hine for-smat a-midden. c1314 Guy 
Warw. (A.) 3621 For-smiten pai be pat neuer after schullen 
y-the. ¢1420 Pallad. on Husb, 111. 272 As thyng with leyt 
forsmyton, wol they die. c1475 Partenay 2104 Fighting 
ful manly, On all for-smete. 

+ Forsomu‘ch, adv. Obs. = FORASMUCH. 

1454 in Burton & Raine Hemingbrough 393 Forsomykill 
as I have certeyn knawledge. 1561 Win3ET Cert. Tract, 
ii. (1888) 16 Forsamekle as [etc.]. 1611 Biste Luke xix. 9 
Forsomuch as_ he also is the sonne of Abraham. 1648 
Z. me in Zion's Flowers (1855) App. 30/t Forsameikle as 
[ete]: 

Forsongen : see For- pref! 6b. 

Forsooth (fpiszp), adv. Forms: 1 forsd8, 
3-4 forsop(e, 4 sow/h. vorzope, 3-6 forsoth(e, 
(3 forsotht(h, 4 for-suth, 4 forsoothe), 4-5 Sc. 
for-suth, (4 .S¢. fursuth, 5 for-sute, Sc. -suith), 6 
forsouth, (Sc. -soith), 6— forsooth. [OE. /orsdd, 
f. For prep. + 500, SoorH sd., written as one word.] 

1. +a. In truth, truly. Also in phrase, forsooth 
to say, forsooth and forsooth (ct. verily, verily), 

Jorsooth and Gcd, Obs. b. Now only used 
parenthetically with an ironical or derisive state- 
ment. : 
c888 K. AiLrrep Boeth. xiv. § 3 Wite bu forsop pet nan 
sod ne derab bam be hit ah. @1z25 Amcr. R. 88 Auh for- 
sode so hit is. c¢ 1300 Harrow. Hell 40 He nam him..Vnto 
helle for sobe to sei. 1393 Lanoi. P. Pl. C. xvii. 303 And 
when a man swereb for sop, for sop he hit troweb. c148x 
Plumpton Corr. 42 For sute, madam, I lost all that I payd 
for him, 1523 Lp. Brrners /voiss. Pref. 2 Forsothe and 
God, this hath moued me at the highe comaundement of- 
my ..lorde kynge Henry the VIII. 1547 Homilies 1 Of 
Faith (1859) 43 He confirmeth with a double oath, saying, 
Forsooth and forsooth I say unto you [etc.]. 1642 R. Car- 
PENTER Lx ferience 1. xiv. 107 After every word even when 
they speake to young greene Boyes, they come with yes 
forsooth, and no forsooth. 1667 Perys Viaxy 25 Mar., By 
and by comes Mr. Lowther and his wife and mine, and into 
a box, forsooth, neither of them being dressed. 1711 STEELE 
Spect. No. 79 P 9 She has no Secrets, forsooth, which should 
make her afraid to speak her Mind. 1789 Mrs, Piozzi Yourn. 
L’rance 1, 109 That they might be at liberty forsooth to clap 
and hiss. 1809-10 CoLeripGE Friend (1865) 202 He re- 
proaches me with treachery, because forsooth I had not sent 
him achallenge! 1842 Browninc Waring 1. ii, How, for- 
sooth, was I to know it? 1863 P. Barry Dockyard Econ. 
165 Reserve forsooth! 1880 Mrs. Forrester Loy § Viola 
I. 21 A very happy couple we should have made, for-sooth, 

2. quasi-sé. An act of saying forsooth. 

1712 STEELE Sect. No. 266 P 4 Her innocent /orsooths, 

yes's, and’t please you's. = 

Hence Forsoo'th s/,, one who uses the word fre- 
quently, an affectedspeaker. Forsoo'th v. ¢razs. 


to say ‘ forsooth’ to, treat ceremoniously. 

1604 B. Jonson Penates Wks. (Rtldg.) 541 You sip so like 
a forsooth of the city. 1660-1 Pepys Diary 16 Jan., The 
sport was how she had intended to have kept herself un- 
known, and how the Captaine..of the Charles had for- 
soothed her, though he knew her well and she him, js 

+ Forso'pil, v. Ods. [f. For- pref.) +? sopil, 
Surrix, But the reading and sense are doubtful.] 


FORSPAN. 


€1315 SHOREHAM 165 For death scholde his meystryes 
kethe and for-sopil and for-sethe In deathes bende. 

+ Forspa‘n, v. Os. [OE. forspanan, f. For- 
pref.\ + spanan to entice; =OS. forspanan, OG. 
farspanan.| trans. To entice, seduce. 

c1000 /ELrric Hom. 11.226 Gehwa sede oderne to leahtrum 
forspend..is manslaga. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 223 Warbba pat 
wif for-spannen burh pe deofles lare. 

Forspeak (ffispzk), v. Also fore-.  [f. For- 
pref.’ + Speak. OE. had forsfecan to deny.] 

l. trans. To bewitch, charm. Ods. exc. Sc. 

01440 Promp. Parv.t73/1 For-spekyn, or charmyn, /ascio. 
c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 115 Sythen told mea clerk, 
that he was forspokyn. 1584 R. Scor Discov. Witcher. 11. 
ii. 45 They [the witches] saie they have .. forespoken hir 
neighbour. 1601 Hoxtanp Plixy II. 296 Whosoeuer shall 
enchant or fore-speake any corne or fruits of the earth, 
a 1658 Forp, etc. Witch Edmonton u. i, Urging, That my 
bad tongue..Forespeaks their cattle. 1895 [see below]. 

+2. To forbid, renounce. Ods. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Abdicere .. to forspeake: to 
cast of or renounce. 1579 J. Srusses Gaping Gulf E viij b, 
If he should speede (which God forspeake). 

+3. To speak against, speak evil of. Ods. 

1300 [see below]. 1606 SHaks. Axt. § CZ. m1. vii. 3 Thou 
hast forspoke my being in these warres, And say’st it is 
not fit. x6r1 W. SciaTer Aey (1629) 84 The fashion of 
most men, in such iudgements, is to cry out of ill tongues 
that have fore-spoken them. 

Hence Forspea‘king v//. sb. and ffl. a.; For- 


spo‘ken ///. a. Also Forspea‘ker, a witch. 

a1300 £. LE. Psalter xliii. 17 Fra steven of up-braidand 
and for-spekand. 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 582 Facimia, 
a forspeker or a tylyystere. 1483 Cath. Angi. 138/2 A For- 
spekynge, fascinacio, 1570 T. Norton tr. Nowel’s Catech. 
(1853) 127 They. .which abuse the name of God in..enchant- 
ments, in forespeakings, or in any other manner of super- 
Stition. 1895 Logi. Mag. Nov. 39 She told him he had 
been ‘ forespoken’..and made him drink water mixed with 
earth from the ‘ fore-speaker’s’ grave. 

Forspend, forespend (ffispend), v. [OE. 
Jorspendan, {. Kor- pref. + spendan to SPEND. 
Cf. OHG. vorspentin.] trans. To spend com- 
pletely : +a. To exhaust (money or property). 

¢ 893 K. AELrreD Oreos. 1. i. § 23 Swidost ealle hys speda 
hy forspendad. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 31 Swa pet ic mine 
odre god al ne fors-spende. 

b. To wear out with toil, etc.; rave exc. in 


pa. pple. 

1571 GOLDING Calvin on Ps. li. g His livelynes was almoste 
forspent. 1652-62 Heryiin Cosogr. 111. (1682) 146 Fore- 
spent with age, and with the travel of the Wars. 1799 
SoutHey Ezg. Eclog., etc. Poet. Wks. III. r42 A painful 
march .. Forespent the British troops. 1814 Cary Dazfe, 
Inf, i. 21 Aman..Forespent with toiling. 1884 Punch 23 
Feb. 88 Camel and leader onward fare forespent. 

Hence Forspent, forespe'nt ffi. a. 

1563 SACKVILLE /uduct. Mirr. Mag. xii, Her body small 
soe withered and forespent. 1576 Newton Lenie's Com- 
plex. (1633) 108 Their languishing and forespent body for- 
saketh their soule. 182x Lams Lda Ser. u. Valentine's 
Day, The weary and all forspent twopenny postman, 

+ Forspi'll, v. Os. [OE. forspillan, -spildan, 
f. For- pref.l + spzilan to destroy, Spiny. Cf. 
OHG. farspildan.| trans. To destroy, lose. 

c893 K. A’trrep Ovos. ut. ix. § 4 Pa wolde he hiene 
selfne..forspillan. a@ 1300 £, 2, Psalter \xxxviii. 11 [Ixxxix. 
10] Pou .. In mighte of pine arme forspilt pi faas. c1340 
Cursor M. 4332 (Fairf.) Almast made ho him forspilt. 

Forspread : see For- pref.! 7. 

Forstage, Forstall : see ForE-STaGk, -STALL. 

+ Forstand, foresta'nd, v.! Ods. [OE. 
Jorstandan, f. For- pref.1+ standan to SYanD.] 

1. trans. To oppose, withstand ; to bar. 

In quot. 1599 perh.=‘neglect (cf. Forsir, orread foreslow'd), 

axo00 Loeth, Mety. 1. 44 Ne meahte ba seo wea laf wize 
forstandan. c¢ 120g Lay. 20159 Ardur wende his speres ord, 
and for-stod heom pene ford. 1899 Life Sir T. More in 
Wordsw. Hecl, Biog, (1853) Il. 58 He fore-stood nothing for 
the happie expedition of the same. [1892 Storr. Brooke 
£, i. Lit. vi, xxv. 264 A mighty angel there forstood them.] 

2. =Unpmrsranp. [Cf. Ger. verstehen } 

c 888 K. Aetrren Boeth. v. § 3 Uneabe ic mez forstandan 
pine acsunga. 1682 New News from Bedlam 47 How the 
.. Papists will approve of it, we cannot forestand. 1768 
Ross Helenore 145 A cripple I’m not, ye forsta me. 

+ Forsta‘nd, v.2 Obs. [f. For- pref.2 + Spann 
v.] trans. Yo stand up for, defend, represent. 

{a1000 Laws Je lxii. in Thorpe Anc. Laws I. 142 Gif 
hine..nelle forstandan.] 1642 Vindic. Parlt. in Harl. Misc. 
(Malh.) V. 277 The members of the parliament are chosen 
by us, and forstand us. 

+ Forstea‘l, v. Ols. [OE. forstelan, f. For- 
pref + stelan to STEAL.] trans. To steal away. 

ag4o Laws of A’ thelstan v. vi. § 3 Gif hine man forstzle. 
c975 Rushw. Gosp. Matt. vi. 19 In eorbe.. ber Siofes 
adelfap and forstelap. cx1175 Lamb. Hom. 109 Heouene.. 
per nan peof ne mei [his] madmas forsteolan. ¢ 1200 Prayer 
to our Lady gin O. £. Misc. 192 Slep me had mi lif forstole 
richt half oder more. 

Forsteal(l, obs. form of FoRESTALL. 

Forsterite (fpustérait). J. [f. the surname 
Forster +-108.] A silicate of magnesium found in 
yellowish crystals. 


1824 Levy in Ann. Phil. Ser. u. VII. 62, I have chosen 
for it the name of forsterite, 


Forstid (fpistid). Mining. Also 7-9 forestid, 
8-9 fausted. [Of unknown origin.] Rarely £7. 
Chiefly attrzb., as forstid ore (see quot. 1874). 

1653 Mantove Lead-Mines 266 Forstid-oar and Tees, 168% 
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Hovucuton Compl. Miner (E.D.S.), Fove-stid ore. 1947 
Hooson Miner's Dict. D iv b, With this [Bucker] they knock 
Ore, or anything that is mixed with Ore, Fausteds, &c. /d7d. 
Mij, All the Fausted Ore was to be Free, 1802 Mawr 
Min. Derbysh. 204 Kausted, refuse lead ore to be dressed 
finer. 1874 Gloss. to Manlove’s Lead-Mines (E. D. S.), 
Forstid-ore or Forestid ore, ore that is gotten out of earth 
and dirt that has been previously washed and deprived of 
part of its ore. 

Forstived: see For- pref! 5. 

+ Forsto'p, v. Obs. [f. For- pref.1+Sror v. ; 
= MDu. verstoppen.| trans. To stop; to stifle 
(breath) ; also, to dam up, in quot. fig. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 72 3e al pisses weis punded ower wordes, 
& forstopped ouwer bonnie. 13.. Coer de L. 4843 The 
wynde..forstoppyd the Crystene onde, 

Forstormed: see For- pref.! 5 c. 

+ Forstrau'ght, fa. pple. [f. For- prefl+ 
straught in DistrauGut.}] Distracted. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Shipman’s T. 105 A wery hare .. al for- 
straught with houndes grete and smale, c¢ 1440 Ps. Penit. 
(1894) 58 For-straught to the yfled am y, 

+ Forstri've, v. Obs. rare—1. [f. For prep. 
+STRIVE.] ‘rans, To strive for. 

¢ 1315 SHOREHAM 93 Coveyte none mannes wyf, Ne nau3t 
of hys for-stryve. 

+ Forsu'me, v. Obs. rare—'. [f. For- pref + 
?-seme in Consume. But cf. OHG. jfirsimen, 
mod.G. versdiumen to procrastinate.] trans. To 
waste, consume. 

a1510 Douctas K, Hart u. xxv, And gif 3e be ane coun- 
salour sle, Quhy suld 3e sleuthfullie your tyme forsume ? 

Forsung: see For- pref! 6b. 

+ Forswa'llow, v. Ods. [OE. forswekan, 
-sweolgan, f. For- pref.t + siwelzan to SWALLOW.] 
trans. To swallow up, devour utterly. 

Beowulf 2089 (Gr.) Grendel .. leofes mannes lic eall for- 
swealg. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 123 Penne bid he gredi..and 
forswoleged pene hoc ford mid ban ese. a1225 Ancr. R. 
66 Pe ludere coue deouel..uorswoluwed al pzet god paet heo 
istreoned habbe®. 1340 A ye. 67 Onleak be erbe and uorzual3 
datan and abyron. ¢ 1400 Solomon's Bk. Wisdom 259 Sone 
hadden pe Lyouns forswelewed hem ychone, 

Forswarted : see For- prvef.! 5. 

+ Forswa't, //. a. [pa. pple. of *forsweat, f. 
For- gref.! + Sweat v.] Covered with sweat. 

¢1325 Pol. Songs (Camden) 158 Of thralles y am ther 
thral, That sitteth swart ant forswat, 1375 Barsour Bruce 
vil. 2 The kyng toward the rod is gane, Wery for-swat. 
c1450 Merlin 296 Com a knyght right well armed vpon 
a grete steede all for swette. 1580 SipNEyY Arcadia (1622) 
138 A couple of foreswat melters. F 

+ Forswea'l,v. Os. [OE. forswelan, f. For- 
pref.| + swklan; see SwEAL.] trans. To burn up. 

c1ooo /ELrric Fon. Il. 494 We sind mid lizgum for- 
sweelede. ¢1205 Lay. 16228 Al hit for-swelde Pat per inne 
wunede. c1q25 Hug. Cong. Tred. xxiv. 58 A fyr..shal 
Irlond al about for-swely. 

Forswear (ffiswée'1), v. Pa. t. forswore 
(-sw6e'1). Pa. pple. forsworn (-swg1n). Forms: 
see For- pref. and Swear. [OE. forswerzan str. 
vb., f. For- prefl + swertan to SWEAR. ] 

1. trans. To abandon or renounce on oath or in 
a manner deemed irrevocable ;=ABJURE. To for- 
swear the land, etc.: to swear to abandon it for 
ever. Also with zz/f. as obj. 

Beowulf 804 He sigeweepnum forsworen hefde. 1297 R. 
Gtouc. (1724) 387 He made hym, vor hys treson, vorsuerye 
Engelond, ¢ 1330 R. BruNNE Chron. (1810) 97 Pe lond bope 
forsuore, c1470 Henry Wallace x. 214, 1 wald forswer 
Scotland for euirmair. 1561 T, Norton Calvin's Just. 1. 
tog By suche contempt the grace offred is refused and as it 
were forsworne. 1599 SHaxs. Pass. Pilger. 33 A woman 
I forswore ; but I will prove, Thou being a goddess, I for- 
swore not thee. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xii. 84 They the 
Landat last did vtterly forsweare. 1660.Mitton “vee Commw. 
Wks. 1738 I. 588 The solemn Ingagement, wherin we all 
forswore Kingship. 1775 SHERIDAN Xiva/s u. i, I shall for- 
swear your company. 1826 Disrarwt Viv. Grey v. xiii, 
I foreswore, with the most solemn oaths, the gaming table. 
1845 S. Austin Ranke’s Hist. Ref. II. 369 The whole 
system of pensions should be for ever forsworn. 

b. with 27. as 007. 

1592 Suaks. Lom. § Ful. 1.i. 229 She hath forsworne to 
loue. 1607 — Cor, y. ili. 80 The thing I haue forsworne to 
graunt, 

2. To deny or repudiate on oath or with strong 
asseveration, ‘+ Also with 27. or sentence as 007. 

c1400 Afol. Loll. 109 Appily I be not..constreyin be nede 
to..forsuer be name of my Lord God. 1532 More Con/fut. 
Tindale Wks. 603/2 Peter..sinned not deadly at the time 
when he forswore Chryst. 1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, 
Abiurautt creditum, he hath forsworne his debt. 1590 
Suaks. Com. Err. y. i, 1: That selfe chaine about his necke, 
Which he forswore most monstrously to haue. 15396 — 
1 Hen. IV, v. ti. 39 His Oath-breaking: which he mended 
thus, By now forswearing that he is forsworne., a 1625 
Boys Ws. (1629) 491 Who did euer offend in word more 
than Peter? forswearing his owne master. 1712 ARBUTHNOT 
Fohn Bull wm. ix, If thou durst, [thou] would’st forswear 
thy own hand and seal. 1738 Pore Zz. Sat.1. 112 A Peer 
or Peeress..Who..forswears a Debt. 

3. intr. To swear falsely, commit perjury. 

ax000 Laws of Edw. §& Guth. § 3 Gyf gehadod man.. 
forswerize obbe forlicze. 1382 Wyctiir Matz. v. 33 Thou 
shalt not forswere, a1592 GreENE Yas. LV, v. iv, Youswear, 
forswear, and all to compass wealth. 1681 Corron Wond. 
Peake, To swear, curse, slaunder, and forswear More natural 
is to your Peak Highlander. @1763 SHENSTONE Charms of 
Precedence 22 Do ye not flatter, lye, forswear,..And all for 
this. 1876 Farrar Marlb. Serm. xxvii. 265 The relative 








FORSWOUNDEN. 


heinousness of forswearing by the temple and forswearing 
by its gold. F 

b. vefl. To swear falsely, perjure oneself. Also 
pass. to be guilty of perjury. 

azooo Laws Ecgb, P. 1. § 24 3if hwyle lewede man hine 
forswerize. .feeste .iiii. gear. c 1000 AELFRIC Fosh. ii. 20 We 
ne beob forsworene. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 13 Ne for-swerie 
pu be. cx205 Lay. 4124 Nu heo bed for-sworne mid heore 
swike-dome. 1340 Ayenb. 6 Yef he zuerep uals be his 
wytinde; he him uorzuerrp. c1400 Rom. Rose 5973-4 If I 
forswere me, than am I lorn, But I wol never be forsworn. 
1523 Lp. Berners /voiss. I. cclxxx. 419 He sware by his 
fathers soule, wherby he was neuer forsworne. 1526-34 
Tinpace JZatt. v. 33 Thou shalt not forswere thy selfe, 
but shalt performe thyne othe to God. 1666 Woop Life 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 89 Dr, Pelham forswore himself, having 
800 277. lying by him. 1709 STEELE Vatler No. 105 P 3, 
I hope you won't be such a perjured Wretch as to forswear 
your self. 1838 Lyrron Lez/a v. iii, Hear one who never 
was forsworn. 1871 Brackie Four Phases i. 17, I have 
sworn to obey the laws, and I cannot forswear myself, 

+e. trans. To defraud of by perjury. Obs. 

1668 Rotie A dbridgem., Tit. Action sur Case(F.) pl. 12. 40 
Si home dit dun auter, He did forswear me..4os. worth of 
Tithes in Canterbury Court. Nul Action gist pur ceux 
Parols. 

+ 4. a. To swear by (a thing) falsely or profanely. 

c1325 Song Mercy 151 E. E, Poems (1862) 123 We stunt 
nober for schame, ne drede To. . For-swere his [God’s] soule, 
his hert al-so. 

b. To swear (something) falsely ; to break (an 
oath) ; to forsake (sworn allegiance). 

1580 [see Forsworn 2]. @1631 Donne Woman's Con- 
stancy 7 Wilt thou then .. say .. that oathes, made in re- 
verentiall feare Of Love and his wrath, any may forsweare ? 
1871 R. Extis tr. Catudlus |xvii. § Duty of years forsworn, 
honour in injury lost. 

+ 5. To swear or vow to bring about. Ods. rare". 

a@1300 Cursor M7, 14561 (Cott.) Pe land o Inde he has 
for-born, For bar pai hafe his ded forsuorn. 

Hence Forswea‘ring vd/. sb. and ppl. a. For- 
sSwea‘rer, one who forswears (himself), a perjurer. 

1340 Ayend, 57 Pise ten bo3es we mo3e alsuo nemni ydel- 
nesse .. lyesynges, vorzueriinges [etc.]. 1413 P2ler. Sowdle 
(Caxton 1483) m1. v.53 Ye lyers, forswerers and witnessers 
of falshede. 1490 Caxton Lneydos xxvi. 93 Dydo whan 
she dyde remembre the forsweryng of laomedon .. made 
grete doubte to folowe theym. 1561 ‘TI. Norton Calvin's 
Inst. W. xviii. (1634) 711 With forswearings. .to enter force- 
ably into any mans possession. 1583 GoLDiInc Calvin on 
Deut. xxxix. 230 God will in the end vtter his wrath both 
against forswearers and against theeues. 16.. Let. fo 
Hriend in Select. Harl, Misc. (1793) 484 The non-swearing, 
or forswearing clergy and laity, who will help forwards 
another revolution, 1720 Dre For Caft. Singleton i. (1840) 
7 Forswearing..was the stated practice of the ship’s crew. 


+ Forswe'lt,v. Ods. [OE. forsweltan, str.vb., 
f. For- pref. + sweltan, SWELT 2. to die. ] 

1. intr. To die, perish. 

c 888 K. A®trrep Boeth. xxxi. § 1 Maniz wif forswilt for 
hire bearne. az225 $uliana 1g He schal pe forreaden & 
makie to forswelten. E : 

2. trans. ‘To cause to perish, to kill. 

az228 St. Marher. 5 Mi sweord schal uorswelten and for- 
swolhen pi flesch. 13.. A. Ads. 7559 Her was the gult, To 
ben forbarnd, to ben forswelte. 

+ Forswi'ft, v. Ods—! In 6 fa. pple. for- 
swiftet. [f. For- frefl; cf. Swirr a. and ON. 
svipta to sweep off.] z¢rans. To sweep away. 

1513 Douctas neis i. iii. 97 Forswiftet fro our richt 
cours, gane We ar, 

Forswithe, -swong, -swonk: see For- fref.t 


For-swollen, a. pple. : see For- pref! 6. 

Jig. c14530 Merlin xxvii. 538 ‘Ha boyes’ quod the 
kynge, ‘thow art fell, and for-swollen’. 

Forsworn (ffiswm), + forswore, ///. a. 
[pa. pple. of Forswzar. ] 

1. That has forsworn himself, perjured. 

O. E. Chron. an. 1094 [He] hine forsworenne & trywleasne 
clypode, @ 1100 Ags. Voc.in Wr.-Wiilcker 337 Periurus, for- 
sworen. c1290 5. “xg, Leg. I. 135/1011 Puyrliche forsuore 
we schullen him preoui. ¢1400 Aol. Loll. 37 For sworn 
men, cursars, drunksum men. 1571 GoLpinc Calvin on Ps. 
iii. 84 God will mainteyne the faithfulnesse of his promises 
against such forsworne naughty packs. 1680 FALKLAND 
Life Edw, 11 in Select. Harl. Misc. (1793) 49 His forsworn 
traiterous murderers enter his chamber. 1718 /veethinker 
No. 20. 135 The Forsworn Enemies of the Protestant 
Succession. 1849-53 Rock Ch. of Fathers III. x. 501 Our 
pastors, from the sainted Austin down to the forsworn 
Cranmer. 1887 Bowen Virg. déneid u. 195 By lips for- 
sworn of a cunning liar, the tale Credence finds. 

Proverbs. ¢1330 Amis & Amit. 1102 Yorsworn man shal 
neuer spede! 1591 7voudl. Raigne K. Fohn u. (1611) g2 
Once forsworne, and neuer after sound. 1619 DaLton 
Countr. Fust. (1630) 297 Once forsworne ever forlorne. | 

absol. c1000 /ELFRic Hom, 1. 132 Da forsworenan mid 
forsworenum .. forwurdad. a1200 Moral Ode 103 Hwet 
sculen ordlinghes don ba swicen and ta forsworene? 1597 
Daniet Civ. Wars ut. xxx, One says he never should 
endure the sight Of that Forsworn. 

2. Falsely sworn. pf 

1580 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 184 Plexirtus, mingling for- 
sworne excuses with false-meant promises. _ . 

Hence Forswo'rnness, false swearing, perjury. 

cx000 ADLrric Hom, II. 328 Cypmannum zedafenad pet 
hi .. lofian heora Sing buton ladére forsworennysse, ¢1175 
Lamb, Hom, 103 Stale and lesunge, and forsworenesse. 
1828 WessTER, Forszvornness, the state of being forsworn. 


+Forswou'nden, 7a. pple. Obs. [pple. of 
*forswinden vb. = OHG. farswindan (mod.Ger. 
verschwinden) to swoon.] Implied in Forswu'n- 
denle3c, Forswu'ndenness, indolence, remissness. 


FORT. 


¢12z00 Ormin 2623 Unnlusst & forrswundennle33c Iss 
Drihhtin swipe unncweme, id. 4736 Himm iss idellnesse 
lap & all forrswundennesse. 

Forswunk : see For- fref.! 6b. 

Fort (foot), sd.! Also 6 forthe. [a. F. fort, 
absol. use of fort adj. : see next.] 

1. Mz. A fortified place; a position fortified for 
defensive or protective purposes, usually surrounded 
with a ditch, rampart, and parapet, and garrisoned 


with troops; a fortress. 

1557-75 Diurn. Occurr. (1833) 52 The forthe of Aymouth 
[was] decernit to be cassin down. 1568 Grarton Chron, IL. 
15 He..builded a forte, where as at thys day standeth newe 
Castell upon Tyne. 1592 Basincton Com. Notes Gen. vii. 
§ 12 When.. forts, trees, nor any tall towers can saue a man, 
1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 280 Strong forts 
erected..and strong garrisons maintained in them. 1844 
H. H. Wirson Brit. /ndia 111, 178 A detachment from the 
British force .. drove the insurgents out of the fort. 1873 
Miss Brappon L. Davoren Prol. i, To make his way back to 
a far distant fort in quest of provisions. 

b. fig. A strong position, stronghold. 

1568 Futwett Like Will to Like (1587) D iv, The forte of 
Vertue, oh man assaile. 1592 Daniet Compl. Rosamond 
Wks. (1717) 40 Having but..weak feeble Hands To hold 
their Honours Fort unvanquished. 1605 Bacon Aav, 
Learn. 1, v. § 11 If there were sought in knowledge. .a fort 
or commanding ground for strife. 1640 Bp. Hatt Chy. 
Moder, 29/2 Such [parts of the body] as wherein the main 
fort of life doth not consist. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 39. 1/2 
They look upon this Passage in the Revelations as their 
strongest Fort, 

c. In British North America and parts of the 
U.S.: A trading station (originally fortified). 

1776 ApaM Smit IW. NV. vy, i. (1869) Il. 328 Their. .settle- 
ments and habitations, which they [the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany] have honoured with the name of forts. 

2. The place of security (of a wild animal). 

1653 Urqunart Rabelais 1. xxvi, A..roe-buck which was 
cone out of his Fort. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 
130 If a Boar intends to abide in his Den, Couch, or Fort. 

+3. Astrol. Obs. 

1686 Goan Celest. Bodies 1. xii. 48 Unless the Semisextile 
on each side. .be reduced to the 6, and the Quincunx like- 
wise to the Opposition, as their Matrices, their Forts and 
Principals ; the Conjunction... will be found the most insig- 
nificant Aspect in the pack. 

4. Strong part or point. Now written Forrr, q.v. 
5. attrib. and Comé., as fort-breach ; fort-crowned 
adj. ; fort-adjutant, ‘an officer in a garrison who 
is responsible for its internal discipline, and the 
appropriation of the men to the several corps’; 
fort-major, in a fort or fortress, the officer next to 


the governor or commandant. Also For?T-ROYAL. 

1876 VoyLe Milit. Dict., *Fort-adjutant. 1649 G. DANIEL 
Trinarch., Hen. V, cxciii, As they..had found Some “*fort- 
breach. 1894 Daily News 26 Nov. 4/6 The *fort-crowned 
heights. 1715 Lond. Gaz. No. 5300/5 *Fort-Major of the 
said Town. 1844 Regul. § Ord. Army 3 Officers employed 
as Town or Fort Majors. 

Fort, 52.2 (See quot.) 

1867 Fry Playing-Card Terms in Philol. Soc. Trans. 56 
Fort, an oiled sheet, (usually large enough for twenty cards) 
formerly used in making the stencilling-plate for stencilling 
the colors of the court-cards or the pips of the other cards. 

+ Fort, a. Obs. Also 5 forte. [a. F. for¢:—L. 
fort-em strong.] Strong, powerful. 

13.. &. Adis. 7710 Sampson theo fort, also, Daliada dude 
him wrong and wo, 14.. Pol. Rel. & L. Poems 238 Pou 
most fort wit wele or wo. a@1450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 92 
Dalide, that was wiff to Sampson forte. ¢14s0 LoNnELICH 
Grail xlii. 471 Which dwk was bothe Riche & fort. 1494 
Fanyan Chron, vu. 371 John. .after many fort assautes wanne 
the sayd castell. c 1611 Cuapman Iliad xvi. 112 Why 
should Fame make thee fort ’gainst our harmes. 

Fort (foest), v. ? Obs. Also 6 forte. [f. Fort 
sb.!] trans. To defend or protect with a fortifica- 
tion ; to fortify; to enclose in a fort; also with zz. 

1559 in Sir R. Sadler's Papers (1809) Il. 185 The 
Frenches are to take summe other part of the countrey, and 
forteit. a@1572 Knox H7st. Ref Wks. 1846 I. 406 To forte 
our tounis..and to lay sa strang garnisouns of strain- 
gearis thairin. 1747 in Westfield (Mass.) Fubilee (1870) 
132 ‘lo Consider what measures to take about forting the 
Town. 1756 G. WasHincton Lett. Writ. 1889 I. 360 While 
you remain. .forted in, as if to defend yourselves were the 
sole end of your coming. 1757 Jéid. 508 The few families 
that are forted on the Branch. 

absol, 1723 in G. Sheldon Hist. Deerfield, Mass. (1895) 
I. 396 These towns can’t stand the strain upon them to watch 
and ward, scout and fort without pay. 

Hence Forted ff/. a. Fo'rting vi. sd, 

1566 Nuce Seneca's Octavia 1. iv, sig. C ij, Through top of 
fortred [? ead forted] towre. 1603 SHaxs. Meas. for M. v. 
i, 12 It deserues.. A forted residence, ‘gainst the tooth of 
time, 1808 J. Bartow Columb, vy. 760 They dare oppose 
Their fielded cohorts to the forted foes. 1756 in G. 
Sheldon Hist. Deerfield, Mass. (1895) 1. 647 Voted .. to 
Consider. .in what..manner to carry on ye forting. 

+ Fortarke, v. Obs. exc. arch. [f. For- prefil+ 
Take v.] ¢rans. To take away. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 263 It was my gylt he 
was fortayn, And nothing his. [1892 Storr. Brooke &. F. 
Lit. 1. vil, 153 Famine-death fortook fortitude from men.] 


Fortalice (fpitalis). Forms: 5 fortalys, -alyce, 
fortilitie, 6 fortilesse, fortilage, fortelleze, for- 
telace, 7, 9 fortiless, 9 -alise, 6—-fortalice. [The 
surviving form, which is also the earliest recorded, 


is ad. med.L. fortalitia, fortalitium, a derivative of | 


Jortis strong ; cf. Pr.,Sp., Pg. fortaleza, It. fortalizio, 
Sortilizio, OF. fortelesce (cf. the parallel formation 





472 


Jorteresce FORTRESS). Some of the obsolete forms 
are from Fr, or other Romanic langs.] 

In early use = FortTRESS ; by mod. writers chiefly 
used for: ‘A small outwork of a fortification’ 


(W.) ; a small fort. 

¢14258 Wyntoun Cvom. vill. xxix. 31 Dare-in pai made 
a Fortalyce. 1494 Act 11 Hen. VIJ,c.18 Any Person .. 
being in his Service within his Towns and Fortilities of 
Berwick and Carlyle. 1560 RoLLanp Crt. Venus 1. 847 
With stark draw brig, weil forcit with fortalice. 1590 
Spenser /. Q. 11. xii. 43 Nought feard their force, that for- 
tilage to win. 1642 Prynne Sov. Antidote 24 Castles, For- 
tresses, Fortilesses. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc, Law (1809) 181 
Fortalices, or small places of strength. 1816 Scotr Old 
Mort. xi, The fortalice thus commanding both bridge and 
pass. 1870 Echo 9 Nov., We canter off to the as yet un- 
finished fortalice of Des Bordes, 

transf, and fig. 

1826 Scorr Woodst, xxii, This makes Understanding bar 
himself up within his fortalise. 1830 Marryat Aing’s Own 
xxxili, Seymour and Jerry descended from their little for- 
talice aloft. 1884 J/ag. of Art Jan. 102 In the circular 
fortalice on its [an elephant’s] back are troopers with buff 
coats. 1887 Ruskin Preterita II. 393 A majestic, but un- 
terrific fortalice of cliff, forest, and meadow. 

For-tattered, -taxed: see For- pref.' 5 b, 6. 

Forte (fit), sd. Also 7-8 fort. [a. F. fort, abso- 
lute use of fort strong: see Fort a. As in many 
other adoptions of Fr. adjs. used as sbs., the fem. 
form has been ignorantly substituted for the mase, ; 
cf. /ocale, morale (of an army), etc.] 

1. The strong point (of a person), that in which 


he excels. 

1682 SHADWELL JZeda/ Epil. Ab, His Fort is, that he is an 
indifferent good Versificator. 1768 GotpsM. Good-n. Man 
Epil., Those things are not our forte at Covent Garden. 1805 
W. Irvine in L77e & Lett. (1864) I. 158 The artful designing 
hypocrite is his forte, and in Iago he is admirable. 1870 
Miss Brincman R&R. Lynne II. xii. 244 Mr. Selwyn had 
a forte for horse-racing. 

2. Fencing. The strongest part of a sword-blade. 

@ 1648, 1755, 1837, 1879 [see Foiste B. 2]. 1692 Sir W. 
Hore Fencing Master 3 The Strong, Fort, or Prime of the 
Blade is Measured from the Shell..to the middle of the 
Blade. 1809 Rotanp Fencing 3 The sword being supported 
by the fort of it in your left hand. 

oO. 
. fig. 

1772 in Simes Mzlit. Guide 6 They would more easily 
discover the fort or foible of their respective commands. 
1823 Dre Quincey Lett. Yung, Man Wks. X1V. 27 A student 
of mature age must be presumed to be best acquainted.. 
with his ‘ forte’ and his ‘foible’. 

3. Pugilism. 

1815 Sporting Mag. XLVI. 109 He covered his head with 
his left hand, went in, and got to his forte. 

|| Forte ({7te), a. (adv.) and sb. Mus, [It.=strong, 
loud :—L. fortis.) A. adj. (adv.) A musical direc- 
tion indicating a strong, loud tone in performance, 
Also forte forte very loud. (Abbreviated /, ff) 
Also attrib. 

1724 Short Explic. For. Words in Mus, Bhs, 32 Forte 
+. 1s to play or sing loud and strong, and Forte Forte, 
or /'/, is very loud. 1818 in Topp. 1852 Spencer Use § 
Beauty Ess, 1891 II. 373 Forte passages in music must 
haye piano passages to relieve them. 1884 Pall Mall G. 
8 Sept. 4/2 The usual jubilant and unsuitable forte chorus. 

B. sé. ‘ Forte’ tone ; a ‘forte’ passage. Also, in 
the Harmonium, an apparatus used for producing 


a forte effect. 

1759 STerNE 7. Shandy 1. xxiii, The forte cr piano of a 
certain wind instrument they use. @1774 FrerGusson Poems 
(1845) 5 Banish vile Italian tricks Frae out your quorum 
Nor fortes wi’ pianos mix, 1883 Atheneum 28 Apr. 549/3 
His tone in the fortes is rather coarse. 

+ Forte, fort, variant of Forto greg. and con7. 
Obs. Also sometimes standing for for fo before 
an infinitive: see For prep. 11, 11 b. 

a31178 Cott. Hom. 235 Nas tid .. pat god ne send gode 
mzenn his folc forte zeladie to his rice. a1225 Ancr. R. 96 
3if enimon bit fort iseon ou. c¢ 1300 Beket 86 He 3e0de forte 
awaite what that wonder were. 1307 Hlegy Edw. /, ii, AlEng- 
lond ahte forte knowe, Of wham that song is. 1362 LaNncL. 
P. Pl. A. u. 4 Teche me the kuynde craft forte knowe the 
False. c1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 44 Into his hert fort reche 
Al the clergy undir sonne ‘That we seven clerkes cunne, 

+ Fortee’, v. Ols. [OE. fortéon (=OHG. far- 
stuhan, Ger. versiehen), f. For- pref.l + téon to 
draw.] ¢rans. To draw away (to evil); to seduce. 

@ 1000 Crist 270 (Gr.) To bam. .zéelan rice ponan us..se 
swearta gest forteah. c1200 77in. Coll. Hom. 87 pe fule 
gost..forted pat child. .to here wille. 1250 Prov. Alfred 
334 in O, &. Misc, 122 For hit seyp in the I{eJob as scumes 
forteop.. pat cold rede is quene red. 

Forten, obs. form of ForruNE v. 

Forte-piano (ffutepia-no), a. (adv.) and sé. 
[It.; see Forte and P1ANo.] 

A. adj. (adv.) A musical direction indicating 
sudden but transient emphasis ; loud, then imme- 
diately soft. (Abbreviated /Z.) 

+ B. sd. The original name of the PranorortE. 

1769 Publ. Advertiser 24 May 4/3 A very large Forte ex 
[vead e or et] Piano in a Harpsichord Carcase. 1771 T. Jer- 
FERSON Let, Writ. 1892 I. 395, I have since seen a Forte-piano 
and am charmed with it. 1824 Dict. Musicians s.v. Bach, 
The King .. invited Bach to try his forte-pianos made by 
Silvermann, 1879-80 Grove Dict. Mus. 1. 556 Fortepiano 
—afterwards changed to pianoforte —was the natural Italian 
name for the new instrument which could give both loud 
and soft sounds, instead of Joud only, as was the case with 
the harpsichord. 








FORTH. © 


b. attrib., as forte-piano maker, teacher. 

1840 Marryat Poor Yack xiii, He must have been a forty 
piany teacher. 1844 J. W. Croker Guillotine (1853) 47 One 
Schmidt, a forte-piano maker. 

Forteyn(e, obs. form of FORTUNE v. 


Forth (foe1p), adv., prep., and sb. Forms: 1 
for®, forp, (fordh, forht), 3-4 south. vorth, 3-6 
forthe, (3 ford, 4 ferth, forgh), 4-6 furth(e, (5 
firth), 5-6 fourthe, 6-7 forrth. [OE. ford= 
OF ris., OS. forth (Du. voort), MHG. vort (mod, 
Ger. fort) :—OTeut. *fufo- (represented also in 
Goth. fauris FURTHER) :—pre-Teut. *f7/o-, a de- 
rivative with suffix -¢o- of the root which appears 


in Fore adv. 

Criticized as obsolete by Gray in letter to Dr. Beattie 

8 Mar. 1771.] 
A. adv. 

1. Of movement or direction: Forwards; op- 
posed to backwards. Odés. exc. in back and forth, 
now only U.S. (? or dal.) = ‘ backwards and for- 
wards’. + Also, with ellipsis of go. Cf. 6b. 

cx000 AELFric Yosh. viii. 20 [Hi] ne mihton danon fleon, 
ne forp ne underbec. c¢1380 Wyctiir Wks, (1880) 155 
Pat riztwisnesse may not forp in her vertuouse lyuynge. 
c1430 Hymns Virg. 97 While ri3t schal forp, & no mercie. 
1535 CoveRDALE /zra v.8 Y° worke goeth fast forth. 1543 
T. Basi in Strype Zcc?. AZem. I. 1.383 If his grace go forth 
as he hath begun, he shall [etc.]. 1548 Hatt Chron., 
Hen. V (an. 3) 49 Eche armye. .beyng in open sight..every 
man cried furth, furth. 1599 Suaxs. //en. V’, u1. ii, 189 Then 
forth, deare Countreymen. 1607 Dekker & WEBSTER 
Northw, Hoe 1. i, Forth, Son. 1613 ‘T. Jackson AfZost, 
Creede 1. 196 Lengthning the time by .. vnnecessarie turn- 
ings, backe and forth. 1839 [see Back adv, 13], 1882 AZacuz, 
Mag. XLVI. 203 Back and forth her needle goes, 


+b. Expressing promptitude or eagerness for 
action. Zo se¢ (a person) forth : to urge forward. 
To make oneself forth: to bestir oneself, prepare. 
c1470 Henry Wadlace w. 482 To tak him in thai maid 
thaim redy ford. /dd. vit. 752 The knycht Cambell .. At 
the north 3ett, and Ramsay maid thaim ford. 1553 T. 
Witson Rhet. (1580) 67 Good will settyng me forthe with 
the foremost: I can not chuse but write. 1560 ROLLAND 
Crt. Venus u. 209 In euerie Camp the proudest man armait 
His pray was ay, and maid him euer ford. — . 
+2. Onwards from a specified point; continu- 
ously in one direction ; without deviation or inter- 
ruption. So right forth (see RicHT a.) ; FORTH ON. 
847 Charter Atthelwulf in O, E. Texts 434 From dem 
stane ford on done herepad on done dic. 1297 R. Grouc. 
(Rolls) 172 Fram pe on ende of engelond vorp to pe other end. 
1424 2. £. Wills (1882) 61 And panne forth as hit is a-fore 
declared. 1430-1530 M/yrr. our Ladye 292 The seconde 
parte, that ys from Laudamus te furthe to the ende. 7535 
CoverDALE £zek.vi.14 From the wildernesse off Deblat forth. 
++b. Appended to another adv., giving the addi- 
tional notion of ‘ for some distance in the specified 
direction, everywhere in the specified locality’, as 
beneath-, within-, without-forth (for quots. see those 
words) ; also about-forth, for some distance round ; 


otherwise forth, in all other respects. Ods. 

c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 223 Whanne hou wolt kutte pis 
enpostym, bou schalt but kutte abouteforpin beskyn. 1587 
Fieminc Contin. Holinshed 111, 1955/2 He would. .not onelie 
restore him to his former libertie, but otherwise forth be 
readie to pleasure him. ‘ L 

+c. In early ME. forth mid, later forth with 

=‘along with’, Also adso/., along with him, 
them, etc.: at the same time with something else. 

1178 Lamb. Hom. 117 Penne losiad fele saulen and he 
seolf ford mid for his 3emeleste. Jé7d. 123 Penne bid he 
gredi pes eses and forswole3ed pene hoc ford mid pan ese. 
a@12z00 Moral Ode 90 in E. £. P. (1862) 28 To heuenriche 
he scullen, ford mid vre drihte. ¢1325 Anow Thyself 95 
ibid. 132 Amende be mon euene forp mydde.  c¢ 1386 
Cuaucer Pars. 7, ® 345 There is also costlewe furringe in 
hir gounes. .forth with the superfluitee in lengthe of the for- 
seide gownes. 1460 Lybeaus Disc. 1474 (Kaluza) Forb wip 
pe scholder bon His ri3t arm fell anoon Into pe feld. 

+d. Forth with that: at the same moment that, 


Cf. FortHwitHaL and ForrHwitH. Obs. 

141 R. Coptanp Galyen’s Terap. 2 A iv, The ende of the 
bathynge .. shalbe forth with that the partycle becometh 
ruddy and ryse in a lumpe. / " 

8. Of extent in time: Onwards, immediately after- 
wards and continuously. Now only in phrases 

Srom this time (day, etc.) forth (somewhat arch.), 
and in combs. HENCEFoRTH, THENCEFORTH, etc. 
+ Always forth: continually, ever more and more, 
so ever forth, aye forth (OE. dé ford), for which 
see Ever, AYE. 

a7o0 Epinal Gloss. 529 In dies crudesceret: afordh. ¢1230 
Hali Meid. 25 Pat ladliche beast leaued & last ford. a 1300 
Cursor M.3758 In dew and gress sere 0 porth Sal be piblissing 
frano forth. a1450 Le Morte Arth, 1668 In the castelle thay 
gan forthe lende. 1535 CoverpALE Haggai ii. 10 Considre 
then from this daye forth. 1559 FeckNam in Strype Ann, 
Ref. 1. App. ix. 24 Which of them bothe is .. allwayes forth 
one and agreeable with it self. 1577 Hotinsuep Scot.Chron.1. 
304/2 The King .. assigned hir foorth sufficient reuenewes, 
x6or Suaxs. 920. C. 1v. ili. 48 From this day forth, He vse you 
for my Mirth. 161x Brste Ps. exiii. 2 Blessed be the name 
of the Lord: from this time forth. 1850 Dickens Child's 
Dream Star, Househ. Was. 1.25 From that hour forth, the 
child looked out upon the star as on the Home he was to go to. 

+b. Expressing continuity or progressiveness of 
action; joined to a verb, and giving the sense ‘ to 
go on doing’ what the verb denotes. Cf. 07. Obs. 


FORTH. 


Beowul/(Z.) 948 Heald ford tela niwe sibbe ! O. E. Chron. 
an. 534 (Laud MS.) Cynric..rixade forb xxvi wintra. 1297 
R. Grouc. (Rolls) 6576 pat water dude uorb is kunde & wax 
euere uaste. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chrov, (1725) 174 If he forth 
has grace, as he now bigynnes. ¢ 1380 Wycuir Ws. (1880) 
135 Possessioners may holden forpe here seculer lordischipis. 
1399 Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 371 Beholde the book onys..and 
if 3e savere sum delle, se it fforth overe. 1428 #. L. Wills 
(1882) 81, I woll that myne Executours. .parfourme forth my 
deuouaciouns forth as I was wonte. 1477 Eart Rivers 
(Caxton) Dictes 7b, Pray him of his merci he wol kepe you 
forthe. 1542 Recorpe Gr. Artes C iv b, Whiche, after you 
haue well practysed, then maie you learne forth. 1563 
Homilies u. Agst. Idolatry 1. (1859) 216 If you read on 
forth, it expoundeth itself. ax1615 Ariewe Cron. Erlis of 
Ross (1850) 17 He bigged furth the Dortour. 1808 Scotr 
Marm. 1. xxx, Now, men of death, work forth your will. 

+e. To make forth (long, longer): to protract. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Contexere longius .. 1 might 
make forth this verse longer. 1611 SHAKs. Cymb. 1v. ii. 
ere Boy Fideles sickenesse Did make my way long 
orth, 

+d. Further, moreover, also. Ods. 

€1315 SHOREHAM g Ne mede ne forthe no other licour 
That chaungeth wateres kende, Ne longeth nau3t to cristen- 
dom. 1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 34 My lorde the kynge, 
and dere quene, and forth alle ye that here stande. 

+4. At or to an advanced point: a. of position 
or progress. Ods. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 374 Monie bet beod ful uord ide weie 
touward heouene. a@1300 Cursor M. 11027 (Gott.) Eliza- 
beth, bat wele forth stadd. /dzd. 11203 (Cott.) Pan was sco 
gan sua forth, pat mild, Pat sco was at hir time o child. 
c¢1400 Maunpbev. (1839) xvii. 180 More forthe toward the 
parties septemtrioneles : it [the North Pole] is 62 Degrees. 

+b. of time. Forth days, nighte ; forth in with 
even: late in the day, night, or evening. Ods. 
a1300 Birth of Fesus 576 in Altengl, Leg. (Horstm.) or 
Vorb nizte hit was. 1388 Wycuir JZark vi. 35 Whanne it 
was forth daies [cuz hora multa fieret), his disciplis camen. 
a1400 Sir Perc. 825 Tille one the morne at forthe dayes, 
He mett a wyche. «@1400-50 Alexander 3055 Pen quen 
pai fange to 3e fli3t was furth in with euyn. 1470-85 
Matory Arthur xx. v. 804 Or it be forth dayes. 

5. Forward, into view. Only with such verbs as 
bring, come, show, put, etc. : see the verbs. 

¢goo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. xiv. [xiii.] (1890) 438 Pa teah 
heora oder ford feegre boc. c1oso Byrhtferth’s Hanadboc in 
Anglia VIII. 298, & ford steepd wel orglice binnan feower 
wintrum. c¢1200 ORMIN 3078, & ec he droh batt wittness 
forp Off Ysay3esslare. c1340 Cursor M. 11988 (Fairf.) He 
.. oper childer forp hit kid. 1388 Wvycuir 2 Savz. vi. 6 Oza 
helde forth the hond to the arke of God. 1851 T. WiLson 
Logike (1580) 3 b, A question is either a worde or sentence 
put foorthe, as when I aske what suche thyng is. 1692 FE. 
Wa ker Zfictetus’ Mor. xx, If tis nigh, Stretch forth your 
Hand, take share with Modesty. 1719 YounG Busivris 1. i, 
This day the court shines forth in all its lustre. 1872 JrEn- 
KINSON Guide Eng. Lakes (1879) 159 Skiddaw, which stands 
forth in all its majesty, 

+b. with ellipsis of come or g0. Forth with= 
come forth with, (come) out with, utter. Ods. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirureg. 139 He my3te forp wib no word. 
1551 Rosinson tr. More's Utop. To Rdr. (Arb.) 19 To 
Imprintinge it came. .against my wyll. Howebeit..perceau- 
ing therfore none other remedy, but that furth it shoulde. 

6. Away or out from a place of origin, residence, 
or sojourn. 

c1000 /ELrric /xod. xiii. 19 Aleedab mine ban forp mid eow. 
e1175 Lamb. Hon. 5 Pat folc eode bar ford to processiun 
to munte oliueti. c12sg0 Gen. § Lx. 113 Ford glod Sis oder 
dais nizt. a1300 Fall § Passion 47 in E. E. P, (1862) 14 
God is angle anon forp send. c¢1400 Destr. Troy 2984 Sho 
..Hade hom radly arayed for be rode furth. 1896 SHaks. 
Tam. Shr. v. ii. 104 Swinge me them soundly forth vnto 
their husbands. 1697 DrypENn Vive. Georg. iv. 104 In form 
of Battel drawn, they issue forth, 1771 Beattie AZinstred 
1. iii, Nor need I here describe.. How forth the Minstrel 
far’d in days of yore. 1852 Miss YoncE Cameos I. i. 5 The 
Vikings. .sailed fearlessly forth. 

b. with ellipsis of go. Now arch. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 Nu is bes deakne forpe. c¢1330 R. 
Brunne Chron. (1810) 309 No lenger suld pei bide, bot forth 
& stand to chance. 1481 Caxton Godfrey clix. 234 ‘The 
goyng forth of therle of tholouse .. caused them moche to 
haue the wyll forth. 1607 Suaks. Cov. 1. iii. 99 Indeed, I 
will not foorth. 1837 CartyLe Yr. Rev. I. vi. iv, Maternity 
must forth to the streets. 1860 W. CoLLins Antonina xii, 
The slaves..are forth to pursue me. 

+7. Of position: Abroad ; not at home; in the 
field; at sea. Cf. ABROAD 3 and 4. Obs, 

14.. Chalmerlain Ayr (Sc. Stat, 1), Alswele induellande 
as furth duelland. 1590 SHaxs. Com. Err. 1. ii. 212 Say 
he dines forth. 1596 — Merch. V. 1. i. 13 Had I such 
venture forth, 1598 — Merry W. 11. ii. 276 At that time.. 
her husband will be forth. 1607 — Cor, 1. iii, 108 The 
Volcies haue an Army forth. 

+ 8. In senses 5 and 6, the adv. was formerly used 
in many idiomatic combinations with verbs, where 
for the most part ow¢ is now substituted. Ods. 

1430 Two Cookery-bks, 1. 23 Coloure it with Safroun, an 
sethe an serue forth. 1513 DouGcLas 4 xe7zs xin. Prol. 164 
Furth quynching gan the starris, one be one. 1513 More 
in Grafton Chron. (1568) II. 770 The fetching forth of this 
noble man..out of that place. 1584 Vestry Bks. (Surtees) 
16 Laid forthe by the foresaid churchwardens..vijs. vj d. 
1593 Tedll-Troth’s N. Y. Gift 34 New conceites are easly 
remoued but engrauen thoughtes will not be rubbed forth, 
1890 SHAKS. Com, Err. Vv. iv. 98 Say, wherefore didst thou 
locke me forth to-day. 1593 — 3 Hen. VJ, u.i. 12, I.. 
watcht him how he singled Clifford forth. 1596 — Merch. V. 
1. i. 143 To finde the other forth. x6xx Biste 7rans/, 
Pref. 1 He gaue foorth, that hee had not seene any profit. 
1659 D. Prii Jmpr. Sea 280 If they finde them so doing, 
they will blow them [candles] forth. 1688 R. Hoitme 
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Armoury WW. 182/1 The Library Keeper is.. to keep the 
Books clean, to lend none forth. 
9. Phraseological combinations. 

a. Forth of = owt of in various senses. Now 
only foet. or rhetorical, and only in lit. sense ex- 
pressive of motion from within a place. In 16-17th 
c. occas. + from forth of. + Forth of door(s, forth 
adoors: out of doors; see ADoors. + Forth of 
hand =out of hand, at once. 

c1gs00 Doctry. Gd. Servaunts (Percy Soc.) 8 Whan your 
mayster is forth of towne. 1513 DouGLas @ne7s 1. vill. 26 
Furth of his eft schip a bekyn gart he stent. 1537 PoE 
Let. to King in Strype Eccl. Mem. I, App. Ixxxii. 203 There 
was never man. .that by offence was forth of the grace & favor 
of God. 1552-3 Juv. Ch. Goods, Staffs. in Ann. Lichfield 
IV. 51 Thes parcells followynge were stolne furthe of the 
sayd churche at Cristmas. 1564 Hawarp Eutropius v. 51 
They shuld be all slaine forthe ofhande. c1s92 MarLtowe 
Massacre Paris ut. iii, Vl. .root Valois his line from forth 
of France. 1594 Suaxs. Rich. IIT, wv. iv. 176 Humfrey 
Hower. .call’d your Grace To Breakefast once, forth of my 
company. 1607 WiLKINs J/zseries Enforct Marr. v, Off 
with your coate then, get you fortha dores, 1614 North 
Riding Rec. (1884) 11. 54 A woman presented for that she 
will not sell anie of her ale forth of doores except it [etc. ]. 
1622 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 212 Forth of 
his wayges..soe much money shall be abated. 1632 RowLry 
Woman never vext w. 59 My .. Vncle [being] poore, I him 
relieving was thrust forth of dores. 1633 ‘I. James Voy. 
6x Forth adores we could not go. 1671 J. WeEBSTER 
Metallogr. i. 14 A Roman Hermit, whose Writings were 
translated forth of the Arabick Language into Latine. 1751 
Affect. Narr. Wager 63 He threw his Pistol aside, and 
came forth of the Tent. 1816 Keatince 7yav. (1817) I. 49 
He who is exiled forth of the land, endures his punishment 
at home. 1867 SwinpurNE in Fortn., Rev. Nov. 541 Flee 
from the foot of the lion,.forth of his den. 


b. And so forth. +(@) And then onwards ; 
and then in regular sequence. + (0) And similarly 
(in the remaining cases); usually followed by of 
(OE. be). (c) Now used only (like and so on) in 
breaking off an enumeration, quotation, etc.: And 
the like, etcetera. Formerly also, > or so forth. 

(@) c1ooo AMtFRIc Gram, xxv. (Z.) 144 And swa forb. 
c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 473/400 To his schyp he wende: and so 
forz [vead forp] in be se. ¢1340 Cursor M, 6122 (Fairf.) At 


the kyng he first by-gan And so forth slow beste & man. 
1377 Lancet. P. Pl. B. xtv. 159 Moche murthe in Maye is 


“amonges wilde bestes, And so forth whil somer lasteth her 


solace dureth. 1551 Recorpe Pathw. Knowl. u. lvi, If a 
line bee drawen by bothe their centres, and so forthe in 
lengthe. 1574 Wuitcirr Def, Answ. ut. i. 9 Looke at the 
2. Admonition especially, and so foorth, where [etc.]. 

(4) c1000 Starcraft fr. Beda 4 in Sax. Leechd. 111. 250 
And swa ford be dam odrum. c1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) 
xxx. 137 A Kynges porter. .anober sewer, anopber marschall, 
and so furth of all ober officez bat langes till his courte. 
1450-1530 Myrr. cur Ladye 3 Why an hympne ys callyd an 
hympne .. why an Antempne is callyd an Antempne and so 
fourth of other. ?a1500 Wychket (1828) 4 They spared not 
the sonne of God..and so forth of the apostels and martirs. 

(c) 1574-5 Asp. PARKER Corresp. (1853) 474, I toy out my 
time, partly with copying of books. .partly in genealogies, 
andso forth, 1602 SHaxs. Ham. 11. i. 61 Videlicet, a Brothell, 
or so forth. 1670 G. H. Hist, Cardinals 111, 1.239 These were 
such as declar’d him a Heretick..a Profaner, and so forth. 
1745 P. Tuomas Frnl. Anson's Voy. 44 Some Jewels, abun- 
dance of Gold and Silver Twist, and so forth. 1816 Kerat- 
INGE 7vav. (1817) II. 155 Coal beds. . piscatory exuvie, and 
so forth. 1841 Macautay Let, Napier in Trevelyan Life 
(x876) II. ix. 127 This lady. .called the Marquis of Hertford 
* Earl of Hertford’, and so forth. 

+e. As or so forth: as or so far, to such an 


extent or degree (as, that). Cf. FAR-FORTH. 
azo000 Ags. Laws, Oaths xi, Swa ford swa uncre word- 
secwydu fyrmest weron. a1225 Lee. Kath. 2304 3ef 
bu .. wult greten ure godes ase ford as pu ham hauest 
igremet, a1223 Fulianais Pat tu hauest wid ute me se 
ford pi luue ileuet pat [etc.]. /d¢@. 47 And wurche his wil 
ouer al ase ford as imei. c1386 CuHaucer Man of Law's 
Prol. 19 (Harl. MS.) Lesep no tyme, as forpe as 3e may. 
B. prep. 

+1. Forward to, up to, to the extent or limit of. 
Chiefly with ever: see EmrortH, EvEn-ForTH. 
Also in conjunctional phrase, orth ¢hat: until. 

¢888 K, Aitrrep Boeth. xxxviii. § 5 On cnihthade and swa 
forp eallne Sonne giogophad. ¢ 1175 Lamb, Hom. gt Ford 
pet ic alegge pine feond under pine fot-sceomele. cx1z00 
Trin. Coll. Hom. 87 Ford pat hie understonden wurldes 
wit. c1449 Pecock Refr. 52 The processis forth and afore 
the textis ligging. /déd. 1. xvii, 100 The processis forth and 
aftir, bifore and behinde, where thilke textis ben writun. 

2. Forward, out or away from; out of, from out 
of. Now rare. 

1566-75 PaintER Pad. Pleas, (1813) II. 114 In saying so, 
the teares gushed forth hir eyes. 1594 Danie. Cleopatra 
m.i, And forth her trembling Hand the Blade did wrest. 
1595 Hunnis Yoseph 5 They stript him forth his party cote. 
1670 P. Henry Diaries §& Lett. (1882) 231 [He] went forth 
his Desk. 1678 Otway Lriendship in Fash. v. (1736) 107 
Discharge them of their punishment, and see ’em forth the 
gates. 1814 Cary Dante (Chandos) 210 Never fire, With 
so swift motion, forth a stormy cloud, Leap’d downward. 
1864 Brackmore Clara Vaughan xxxiv, The brambled 
quarry standing forth the trees. 

b. Preceded by from. 

azs92 Martowre & Nasune Dido u. i, Poor Troy .. From 
forth her ashes shall advance her head. 1598 Suaks. Aferry 
W. 1. iv. 53 Let them from forth a saw-pit rush at once. 
1671 Mitton Samson 922 That I may fetch thee From forth 
this loathsome prison-house. 1820 Keats S?. Agnes xxx, 
He from forth the closet brought a heap Of candied apple. 


+ C. sd. In phrase, Zo have one’s forth: to have 
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outlet ; 77g. to have free course, to have one’s ‘ fling’. 
Hence (varely) as independent sb.: Free course, 
wide publicity. Ods. 

1362 Lanci. P. PZ. A. m1. 153 Letteb so faste, Pat Feib 
may not han hus forp. 1496 Dives § Paup. (W. de W.) 
vill. vii. 329/t These men of lawe. .for mede withdrawe them 
to..lette falsehede haue his forth. 1567 JEwELL AZo/. 327 
Wee..geeue God thankes, that.. hath published. .the name 
of his Sonne in euery place.. The foorth, and force thereof 
greeueth you nowe..as it did..your Fathers..that cried.. 
All the worlde renneth after him. 1597 J. Kinc On Yonah 
(1599) 362 ‘Thorough Propontis, where the sea is patent 
againe, and hath his forth. 1597 Hooker Zec/. Pol. v. xii. 
§ 8 The Church..was contented to let Donatists haue their 
foorth by the space of threescore yeares. 1611 SPEED //7st. 
Gt. Brit. 1x. viii. § 32 Obstacles..which all must be done 
and voided before the Pope can haue his full forth. 

D. Forth- in composition. In OF. and ME. 
the combinations of forth ady. with vbs. are hardly 
to be considered compound words; whether the 
adv. precedes or follows the vb. depends on euphonic 
or other conditions which do not affect the sense. 
The agent-nouns, nouns of action, and ppl. adjs. 
corresponding to these verbal locutions were formed 
by prefixing forth to the verbal noun or adj. corre~ 
sponding to the verb. In mod. Eng. compound vbs. 
formed with forvth- are rare; but forth- is often used 
as a prefix in the formation of nouns of agent and 
action, and ppl. adjs. corresponding to the verbal 
phrases (compound verbs in sense but not in form) 
in which the ady. follows the verb. More frequently, 
howeyer, the agent-noun, etc. is followed by the 
adv.; thus we have a setter forth, but *forthsetter 
is app. not recorded. For the formation of ppl. 
adjs. the prefix is the only means available; and 
in poetry from Pope onwards it is very common in 
pres. pples. 

In some OE. and ME. words, forth- appears as a substi- 
tute for Foru-; see ForTHFATHER, ForTHWARD, FoRTHWITH 2. 

The more important compounds of forth- will be 
treated in their alphabetical place as Main words ; 
those enumerated in this article are nonce-words or 
of rare occurrence. 

1. Verbs; as forth-leap, -throw, and renderings of 
Lat. vbs. with pvo-, as forth-cut, -follow, -look. 

1382 Wyctir /sa@. xxviii. 24 Whether al day shal ere the 
erere, that he sowe and *forth kutten [Vulg. proscinder], 
and purge his erthe. a@1300 #. EL. Psalter \xviii. 27 [lxix. 
26] For wham pou smate, *forth-filiyhed [Vulg. persecati 
sunt] pa. 13.. &. E. Allit. P. C. 154 Mony ladde per 
*forth-lep to laue & to kest. @1300 /. EL. Psalter \xxxiv. 
r2 [Ixxxv. 11] Fra heven *forth-loked [Vulg. Avospexit] 
rightwisenes. 1557 Yottedl’s Misc. (Arb.) 195 To stay my 
life pray her *furththrowe swete lokes whan I complaine. 

2. Nouns: a. vbl. sbs.; as forth-carrying, -flow- 
ing, -giving, }-lving, -shedding, -shining, -stretch- 
ing. Also, *forth-getting, a shoot, sprout; 
+forth-growing, an outgrowth. b. nouns of 
action; as, forth-flow, -look, *-progress, -roll, 
+-speed. ©. agent-nouns, as forth-speaker. 

1716 in Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 137 The old..woman.. 
died in the *forth-carrying. 1870 J. Duncan Collog. Peripat. 
138 The *forthflow of the one life of the Universe. 1886 
A. B. Bruce Miraculous Elem. Gosp. vii. 258 The *forth- 
flowing of that love. 1382 Wycuir Yer. v. 10 Doth aweihis 
*forthgetingus [Vulg. profagines], for thei ben not the 
Lordis. 1887 L. Parks His Star zx East ii. 52 The crea- 
tion of a father is the *forthgiving of a father’s life. 1562 
Turner Herbal 11. 40b, In the top of (the braunches of 
Lithospermon) is ther a double *furthgrowyng or a double 
thyng growing out. ?c1450 A7S. St. Fohn's Coll. Oxon 
(No. 117 fo. 123 b) in Maskell Mon. Rit, III. 356 Loke thi 
beginning of thi lif, care and sorwe; thi *fo[r]thliuing, tra- 
uail..and disese. 1865 A. B. Grosart Mem. H. Palmer 
45 A worn, wistful, sad *forth-look that is unspeakably 
touching. ¢c1475 Partenay 3199 To thys *forth-progresse 
Geffray made redy. 1891 G. Mrrepitu Oxe of our Cong. 1. 
viii, 144 The noble *forthroll of the notes. 1526 Pzler. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 254 His great effusyon or *forthshedynge 
of his blode. 1875 E. WuitEe Lzfe im Christ u. xi. (1878) 
x21 The full *forthshining of the light came only with the 
Christ. 1873 D. Fraser Syzoft. Lect. III. 2 The prophet, 
or*forth-speaker. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vi. clxix. 162 Which 
tydynges lettyd hym of his *forth spede in that iourney. 
c1400 tr. Secreta Secret., Gov. Lordsh. (KE. EK. T. S.) 69 
*Forth-strechynge of be membres makys stalworth pe body. 

3. Adjectives and participles: a. Pres, pples. and 
ppl. adjs., as forth-beaming, -flowing, -giving, 
-gleaming, -issuing, -standing; also * forth- 
qwerpand, casting out. b. Pass. pples., as + /forth- 
Jet, t-sent; also, + forth-grown, brought up; 
+ forth-stra3t, stretched out (= Lat. directx). 

1728, Por Odyss. xu. 501 Nor longer in the heavy eye- 
ball shined The glance divine, *forth-beaming from the 
mind. c¢1423 Seven Sag. (P.) 2440 Anon hys sone was 
*forthe fete And ladde ther he schulde dee. 1866 R. S. 
CAnp.isu 1st Ep. Fohn xxvii. 306 Is all clear and open free 
and *forthflowing between thee and him. 1883 Life M7s. 
Prentiss ix. 290 She was peculiarly free and..*forthgiving. 
a 1835 Mrs. Hemans Eng. Mart. i, Rolls like a furling 
banner, from the brows Of the *forth-gleaming hills. cx4o0o 
Test. Love 1. Chaucer’s Wks. (1532) 331 b, The cytie of 
London. .in whiche I was “forthe growen. 1725 Popr Odyss. 
xx. 181 To the sage Greeks convened in Themis’ court, 
*Forth-issuing from the dome, the prince repaired. 1611 
W. Scrater Key (1628) To Reader, My desire was to haue 
*forth-sent them with greater company and better furniture. 
1715-20 Pore /iad x11. 93 Asa Falcon .. *Forth-springing 
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instant, darts her self from high. 1866 BLackMorE Cradock 
Nowell xlvii, The pupils *forthstanding haggardly. 1382 
Wyciir Zcclus. xxxix. 29 ‘The weies of it to the weies of 
them ben *forth stra3t. @1300 &. E. Psalter xvili).11 Me 
um gaf nou me *forth werpand [Vulg. prozicientes]. 

+ Forth, v. Ods. Forms: 1 fordian (also 
zefordian: see AFFORD), 2-4 forthen, 3 Orm. 
forthenn, 5 forthe. [OE. fordzan, f. FortH adv. ; 
formally, it corresponds to L. portare to carry.] 

1. ¢vans. To accomplish, carry out; also, to man- 
age to (do something). See AFFORD 1, 2, and 3. 

O. E. Chron. an. 675 (Laud MS.) Hwile man swa haued 
behaten to faren to Rome, and he ne muge hit fordian. 
¢1200 ORMIN 212 Pu shallt ben dumb Till patt itt shall ben 
forbedd. az225 Fuliana 67 Forde al pi feaders wil pes 
feondes of helle. 1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 570 Of more 
make 3e avaunt, ban 3e mowe forben. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 
1774 Vnneth may pou forthe Pine awen caitefe cors to clethe, 
& to fede. c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 45 Alle that I 
say I shalle forthe. 

2. To put forward, offer. 
e12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 43 Vnderstonde we .. his holie 
wordes, and forbe [ fro/eramus] we him ure rihte bileue. 

Forth(e, obs. f. Forp. 

Fortham, -than: see Fortuon. 

For that, coz. Also 7 for that that. 
For grep. 21 b.] 

1, For the reason that, because. arch. 

¢1200 OrMIN 3826 Pa wakemenn to frofrenn Forr batt hi 
wisste wel batt te33 Off himm fordredde werenn. a1zg0 
Owl § Night. 365 And seist for pat ich fleo bi nihte pat ich 
ne mai iseo bi lihte. c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 14 In 
moiste bodies for bat be smale lymes ben feble. 1598 SHaks. 
Merry W. ut. iv. 82 For that I love your daughter. .I must 
- advance the colours of my love. 1620 J. WILKINSON Coroners 
& Sherifes 1 The Statute of Westminster..rehearseth, For 
that that people of small condition. .be..chosen[etc.]. 164 
J. SHute Sarah §& Hagar (1649) 116 For that her mistress 
had corrected her, her stomack riseth against it. 1782 
Cowper Gi/fin 26 For that wine is dear, We will be fur- 
nish’d with our own. 1894 Vellow Bk. 1. 67 It is hard to 
trace folly, for that it is inconsequent, to its start. 

“| The mod. use of for that in reported speech 
(when both words are conjs.) is to be distinguished 
from the above. 

1774 GoLpsM. Grecian Hist, II. 8 The courier conjured 
him .. that he should read them forthwith, for that they 
contained matter of great importance. 1821 Keats Lamia 
306 Bidding him raise His drooping head ., For that she 
wasa woman. 1855 MacauLay Hist, Eng. (1889) II. xvii. 
282 Hehad told them to goto their supper..for that nothing 
more would be done that day. 1873 Tristram Moab i. 6 
That we were needlessly encumbering ourselves, for that.. 
rice might be procured. .in the villages. 

+2. For the purpose that; in order that. Ods. 

¢1z00 OrMIN torg Patt wa3herifft wass hengedd ter, Forr 
that itt hidenn shollde All[etc.]. 13.. Guy Warw. (A.) 146 
Al folk he dede him loue, For pat noman schuld him 
schoue, 1428 in Surtees Misc. (1890) 7 For }' bair praiers 
suld stand John Lyllyng to availl. 1572 R. H. tr. Lauaterus’ 
Ghostes (1596) 104, I thought good to repeate these things 

.. the rather for that the reader might see, that [etc.]. 

+ Forthbearr, v. Obs. [OE. fordderan, f. FortH 
adv, + beran to Buar.] trans. a. In OE.: To 
bring forth, produce. b. To bear forth, bring out. 
e. To promote, uphold. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. vii. (1890) 34 pone zdelan Alba- 
num seo westmberende Bryton fordbered. cx1305 Sz, 
Edmund King 85 in E. £. P. (1862) 89 Pe wolf makede bo 
deol ynou3, bo hi pat heued forpbere. cx14oo0 tr. Secreta 
Secret., Gov. Lordsh. (E. KE. T. S.) 55 Ouer alle pinges it 
fallys to a kynge. .to forthbere religious men, 

+Forthbirth. 0Ods. vare—', =Forzitu b. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 6122 (Gott.) He..pbe forth-birth [Coz#. 
forbirth] slow bath [best] and man, 

+ Forthbri-ng, v. Ods. [OE. fordbringan, f. 
Forti adv. + bringan to BRinG.] ‘trans. =bring 
forth in various senses: a. To bear (offspring, 
fruit); to bring to pass. b. To bring forward; 
to bring out, utter. ¢. To bring up, rear. 

a. 971 Blickl. Hom. 37 Ealle ba westmas be eorpe forb- 
bringeb. a1300 Cursor M. 384 Pe dri [he] cald erth pat 
lauerd kyng, and bad it gress and frut forthbring. did. 
10722 Of rote of iesse bar suld spring A wand pat suld a flur 
forth bring. 1340 Hampote Pr. Consc. 5866 Sons and 
doghtirs pat pai forthebroght. c1q460 Towmneley Myst. 
(Surtees) 1 After my wille this is furth broght. 

b. c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke vi. 45 Yfel man of yfelum gold- 
horde yfel forpbringh. c1305 St. Edmund Conf. 570 in 
E. E. P, (1862) 86 He sat longe in po3te, & al la3inge an eng- 
lisch buse wordes forp bro3te. c1325 Songe of Deo Gracias 
5 ibid. 124, I sei3 a clerk a boke forthe brynge. cxq425 
Seven Sag. (P.) 3116 The childe was forthe broght. 

C. ¢ 1430 Syr Gener, 879 Froma childe she him forth broght. 

Hence Forthbri-‘nging wd/. sb., the action of the 
vb. ; + esp. the carrying forth of a body for burial. 
Also Forthbri-nger, one who, or that which, brings 
forth or produces. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vu. i. (1495) 296 Though 
the worlde seme fader and forthbrynger and feder of bodyes. 
1429 Wills & Inv. N. C, (Surtees 1835) 78, I wylle yat eu’y 
prest seculer..haue..to be at my dirges and forthbryngyng 
j_noble. 1546 Bate Eng. Votaries 1. (1548) 17 b, Saynt 
Kentigerne. .had..a fayre mayde to his forthebrynger. 1584 

Lanc. & Chesh. Wills (1884) 98 After my forth bringinge, 
the rest of my goodes to be devided equaly to my wif and 
Children. 1874 Pusey Lent. Serm, 12 The forerunner and 
forthbringer of the next week’s or next month’s deadly sin. 
1889 Atheneum 7 Sept. 21/1 The success of the book 
depending so largely upon its artistic forthbringing. 

+ Forthby, adv. Obs. =Forsy adv, 1 b. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Pardoner’s T. 340(Harl. MS.) What corps 


[See 





474, 


is [this] pat passeth her forb by? 14.. Lypc. Temple Glas 
230 Forth-bi as he doppace. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 84 b/x 
Seuen deuylles .. which slew all them that passed forthby. 
1489 — Sonnes of Aymon xxviii. 586 Thenne cam a 


pylgrym forthby. 
+ Forthea‘ll, v. Ods. rare. [f. Forts ado. 


+ CatLv.] trans. a. To provoke ;=L. provocare. 
b. To call or summon forth. 

az300 #, E. Psalter \xxviili]. 58 In par graves at nithe 
pai forth-kalled him als. 1748 THomson Cast. /ndo/. 11. 
xii, Forth-calling all with which boon earth is fraught. 

+ Forthceast, v. Ods. [f. Forts adv. + Cast 
v.] trans. To cast forth. 

a1300 Z. £. Psalter xix. (1.] 17 pou. .forth-keste mi saghes 
hind-ward pare. @1340 Hampoitre Psalter-xvi. 12 Forth- 
kastand me now pai haf vmgifen me. 1674 N, Farrrax Budk 
& Selv. 120 When motion is shifted or begotten in the thing 


mov'd or forthcast. 
Hence + Forthea:st £//. a. Also + For'theast 


sd., a thing cast forth, a projectile. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk § Selv. 122 This comes not home 
to the business of forthcast things. Zé/d. 129 Only herein 
the motion that nature gives, is unlike to that which we 


bequeath to forthcasts. 
+ Forthcle'pe, v. Os. [OE. /orfclipian, f. 
trans. To call 


Forti adv. + clifian, CLEPE v.] 
forth, invite forward. Also, to incite, provoke. 

?cx000 Gal, v. 26 (Lye) Forbclypiend us betwynan, /vo- 
vocantes invicem. ax175 Cott. Hon. 231 3Zef he frend were 
me hine sceolde derewrlice ford clepien. 1382 Wyctir Deut, 
xxxii, 11 As an egle forthclepynge his bryddis to flee. 

+ Forthcome, sd. Obs. rare. [f. FortH adv. 
+ OE. cyme, ComE sd.1]_ A coming forth. 

c 1000 /ELFRic Gen. xxxvill. 28 On Sera cilda forbcyme. 
ax300 FE. EF, Psalter civ. [cv.] 38 Fained es Egipt in forth- 
come of am. 

Forthcome (fo-pky'm), v. [f. Forts adv. + 
ComrE v.] znir. To come forth. Now only as an 
occasional back-formation from the #f/.a.: To be 


forthcoming. 

a1000 Cxdnion's Gen. 122 (Gr.) Metod. .heht..leoht ford- 
cuman. 1340 HampoLte Py. Consc. 713 Man .. als a flour 
bright, First forth comes here til he light, And es sone 
broken and passes away. 1848 KincsLry Sazzt’s Trag. u. 
vii, This food forthcomes not. 1886 Sfectator 2 Jan, 12/1 
If funds be forthcoming (and. .funds will forthcome), 

Hence Forthco'me /#/. a., that has come forth 
or been issued. Also Forthco’mer. 

18x2-14 Sir R. Witson in Sat. Rev. XII, 384/1 Their 
quantity and quality astonish the Prussians, and gain the 
English many a gaze as forthcomers from a country where 
[etc.]. 1827 Lams Lez. to B. Barton in Life § Lett xvi. Wks. 
(1865) 50 A forthcome or coming review of foreign books. 
1840 New Monthly Mag. LVIII. 497 The last forthcomer 
from Paternoster-row, or Albemarle-street, 1863 Masson 
in Reader 7 Nov. 527/3 [Books] no longer forthcoming, but 
actually forthcome within the last few days, 


Forthcoming (foerpky-min), v7. 5d. [f. Fortra 
adv. + Comina vdZ. sb.1] 

1. A coming forth; es. appearance in court. 

1533 More AZo/. xxxvii. Wks. 903/1 He woulde .. rather 
..suffer them [his harmes] paciently, then to..proue them 
with his forth comming againe. x591 Child Marriages 
(1897) 149 Richard Wilson vndertaketh for the furth-coming 
of Robert Kirks. 1640 Order of Lords in Rushw. /7st. 
Coll, m1. (1692) I. 127 The Lords ordered him to give 100007, 
Bail for his forth-coming. 1703 J. Locan in Pa. Hist. 
Soc. Mem. 1X. 224 ‘Take security of them for their..forth- 
coming when called for. 1822-34 Goop Study Med. (ed. 4) 
IV. 353 He had notice of their [i. e. the worms’] forth-com- 
ing by a sense of heat in the urinary canal. 1856 C. J. 
Anpversson Lake Neami 362 My other waggons,.had not 
yet arrived .. Whilst abiding their forthcoming, I busied 
myself in mapping, 

2. Sc. Law. See quot. 1861 and cf. ForrHcomine 


ppl. a. id. 

1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 36 In forthcomings, 
in poindings of the ground, in mails and duties. 186x W. 
Bett Dict, Law Scoti., Forthcoming, is the action by which 
an arrestment is made available to the arrester. 1886 Act 
49 Vict. c. 23 § 3 Such winding up shall ..be equivalent to 
an arrestment in execution and decree of forthcoming. 

Forthcoming (foerpkymin), ZfZ. a. if. 
Forti adv. + Comine ff/. a.] 

1. About to or likely to come forth ; also szmly, 
coming or approaching (in time); esf. ready to 
appear or be produced when required, at one’s 
disposal or within one’s reach, ‘ get-at-able’. Said 
both of persons and things. ‘+ Zo keep (a person) 
forthcoming: to keep in safe custody. + Zo see 
(a person) forthcoming:? to make amenable to 
control. 

1521-32 Br. LoNGLAND in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. m1. xcv. 
248 That he be forth comyng to his answere when your 
Grace shallcommaund. 1565-73 Durham Deposit. (Surtees) 
219 To arreste the said Isabell. .and to kepe her furthcom- 
yng unto the morning. 162x Burton Anat. Mel. 1. i. 1. 
vii, Memory layes up all the species which the senses have 
brought in and records them as a good register that they 
may’ be forth coming when they are called for, a@1635 
Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 17 If you think to rule here, 
I will take a course to see you forth-coming. 1640-1 Kirk- 
cudbr, War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 80 To .. find sufficient 
suretie that the samen shall be furth-cumand to the publict. 
1647 CLARENDON //7st¢. Red. iv, § 151 The Members should 
be forth coming assoon as a Legal Charge should be pre- 
ferred against them. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk §& Selv. 170 
His everlasting Essence..must be forth-coming. 1795 Lp. 
AvuckLanpb Corr, (1862) IIT. 354, I am forthcoming a cw 


except Monday next. 1829 Lytton Disowned 3 When 
neither Canary, Palermo, nor Sherry are forthcoming. 1859 





FORTHGANG. 


Lanc Wand. India 270 He had forgotten all about the 
forthcoming execution. 1893 Law Times XCIV. 601/1 
Possible but never forthcoming claimants. ; 

b. Sc. Law in phrase to make forthcoming. 

1609 SkENE Reg. Maz. 24 The ordinator .. is bound .. to 
finde and make forthcumand to him ane bondman. 1693 
V'cr Stair Justit. u1. i. § 36. 374 This action for making 
Sums or Goods arrested forthcoming is ordinary. 

2. Ready to make or meet advances. vare. 

1835 ‘I’. Moore Mem. (1856) VII. 81 Nothing could be 
more frank or forthcoming than his manner. 1885 L. MaLer 
Col. Enderby's Wife ii. vi, She was extremely gracious 
and forthcoming; but one might detect a certain watch- 
fulness and hardness behind her genial manner, 

Hence Forthco'mingness. 

1808 Bentuam Sc. Ref 21 Means of securing forthcoming- 
ness, on the part of persons and things, for legal purposes. 
1818 T. Moore A7ewz. (1853) 11. 133, 1 see no chance for my 
escape but in the forthcomingness of his uncle Sheddon. 

+ Fo'rthdeal. Ods. = Forpnat, 

1542 Upatt Lrasm. Afoph. 38 That is to saye: as gooda 
forthdeale and auantage towardes the ende of the werke, as 
if a good porcion of the same wer already finyshed. 

+ Forthdo,, v. Obs. [OL. forpdén, {. FortH adv, 
+dénto Do.] trans. To put forth; to utter(words), 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. ii. (1891) 388 Heht he his tungan 
forddoon of his mude. cx12g0 Gen. § Lx. 3993 Sal ic non 
wurd mu3en ford-don, Vten dat god me leid on. 


+ Forthdraw’,v. Oés. [f. Forts adv. + DRAW 
v.] trans. To draw forth. 

2a1300 Leg. Gregory (Schulz) 347 Pe fischer pan pe child 
forp drou3. 1340 Ayend. 98 Pet he ous delyuri of pe zeue 
dyadliche zennes..and uorpdra3e be zeue uirtues. 

+ Forthe(n, adv. Ols. Forms: 1 furpum, 
-on, -an, forpum, 2 forpon, -an, 3 forpe(n, Orn. 
forpenn. [OE. furfum, f. OTeut. *furp-, forp- 
(see Forra adv.) with suffix of dat. pl.] Even. 

971 Blickt. Hom. 179 Nere nefre neeniz topes haliz mon 
on pissum middanzearde ne furbum nzeniz on heofenum, 
c1000 Ags. Gos, Matt. vi. 29 Furdon salomon on eallum 
hys wuldre nes [ete.]. cx175 Lamb, Hom. 5 He mihte ridan 
. .onriche stede..nalde he no, na forpon uppon pa Ss 
assa, a3e uppon pa lutthle fole, c1z00 Ormin 825 He nolde 
giltenn Ne forbenn burrh an idell word. c 1200 7777. Codd, 
Hom. 13 Ne forde gef man haued to done mid his rihte spuse 
{etc.]. ¢1205 Lay. 3012 Al pat is on liue nis nig swa dure 
swa me is pin an lime forde min ahgene lif. 

Forther, Forther-: see FurrHER. 

+ Fo:rthfare, sd. Obs. [OLK. *fordfaru (Lye), 
f. FortH adv. + farw Farr sb.1] A going forth, 

1. Decease, death. 

c1205 Lay. 6009 Vmbe feole 3ere after Belinnes ford-fare. 

b. The passing-bell rung at a person’s death, 

1551 Hooper Jnjumnct, xxxili. Wks. (Parker Soc.) II, 137 
Item, that from henceforth there be no knells or forth-fares 
rung for the death of any man. 

2. The going forth of a corpse; funeral. 

1473 Churchw. Acc. St. Edmund's, Salisbury 17 (MS.) 
Item for the grete belle at his furthfare xijd. 1538-9 W7// 
of A. Hamon (Somerset Ho.), Thexpenses and charges of 
my forthfare thirtye Day & Anniversary. 


+ Forthfa‘re, v. Ods. [OE. fordfaran, f. 
Forti adv. +faran to go: see Fare v1] 

1. zxztr. To go forth, go away, depart, journey. 

¢ 888 K, Aitrrep Boezh, xxxiii. § 4 Swa dette hi ezber ze 
forp farap ge eftcumap. axz200 Moral Ode 340 Go we.. 
pene wei grene per ford-fared lutel fole. a@1z00 #. FE, 
Psalter x{i]. 1, I sal forth fare, ife I wil, Als a sparwe in to 
pe hil. 13.. A. Adis. 6936 Sorwe and care That day thei 
letten forth fare. 

2. To decease, die. 

O. E. Chron, an. 571, On pam ilcan geare he forpfor. 
a1175 Cott. Hom. 225 Noe lefede..ni3on hund 3eare and 
fifti, and he ba fordferde. ¢x1205 Lay. 11458 Penne ie 
beost ford faren. ¢1320 Cast. Love 218 Atte laste he 
moste dyen and forp-fare. ¢13530 Widl. Palerne 5266 Pem- 
perour was forp-fare faire to crist. 

Hence Forthfa'ring Zf/. a. (also absol.). arch. 

ai1225 Ancr. R. ae bape seoue bestes .. ide wildernesse.. 
pet alle be uordfarinde uonded to uordonne. 1876 Swin- 
BURNE Lvechth. 1323 A terror to forthfaring ships by night. 

+Forthfather. Ovs. [OE. forpfederas, f. 
Forts adv. + FAtuEr.] pl. = FOREFATHERS, 

c1o000 Aiirric De vet. Test, in Grein Ags, Prosal. 4 Abra- 
hames fordfezderas. a1225 St. Marher. 4 Pine fordfederes 
beod forfarene reowliche. axzzz5 Leg. Kath. 94 3ef beo 
weren todreauet..paet hire ford-fadres hefden ifostret. 

+ Forthfi'll, v. Ods. [f. Forru adv. + Fruiv.] 
trans. To fulfil; also, to discharge (a legacy). 

c1400 Afol. Loll. 3 As feip is forpfillid of be werkis, so is 
also desir. c1420 Chron. Vilod. 425 Pus was forthfulde be 

rophecy of be sweuene. 1550 Richmond. Wills (Surtees) 69, 

geue my executrix .. the resydew of my gouds, my debts 
payd, and legocyes furthfilled, to dispose forther as [etc.]. 


+Forthfore. Ots. [OE. fordfir, f. Forra 
adv. + for a going: see Forn 5d.) A going forth: 
a. OE. only: Decease, death ; = ForTHFARE 5d. 1, 
b. Used as rendering of Lat. transttus, given by 
Jerome as the literal meaning of pascha tpaesaree 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 11. xix. (1891) 210 Fordon him cud 
fordfor toweard weere & unzewiis seo tid bzere ilcan fordfore. 
c12s0 Gen. § Ax. 3158 Dat nizt sal ben fest pasche, ford 
for, on engle tunge, it be. 

+ FPorthgang, sd. Ols. [OE. fordgang, f. 
Forti adv. + gang a going.] A going forth or 
out ; progress, advance. 

coo tr, Beda’s Hist. v. xxii. (1891) 476 Pees cyninges rice 
ze foreweard ze fordgong..monezum. .styrenessum wiber- 
weardra Singa .. semengde syndon. ax1225 Ancr. R. 318 
Ich was be beginnunge hwi swuch ping hefde uordzong, 


FORTHGANG. 


Ibid. 374, L uord3ong of gode liue; and ide last ende. @1300 
E. E, Psalter cxiiii{i). 14 Noght es falling of stane walle swa, 
Ne forth-gang, ne crie, in waies of ba. 
+ Forthga'ng, v. Obs. [OE. forfgangan, f. 
Forti adv. + gangan to go.] zntr. Yo go forth. 
az1000 Byrhtnoth 3 (Gr.) Het ba hyssa hwene.. fordgan- 
gan. a@1300 Cursor J. 5998 (Gott.) Pharao. . be folk ne wild 


he late forthgang. : 
+Forthgo’, v. Obs. [OE. forbgdn, f. Fort 


adv. + gan to Go.] 

1. intr. To go forth: see Fort adv. 5 and 6. 
Occas. with cognate object. Of day, night, etc.: 
To pass, pass away. 

O. E. Chron. an. 1075, Raulf..wolde fordgan mid his folce. 
e1175 Lamb. Hom. 91 Swa pet ileiden pa untrummen men 
bi bere stret bere petrus ford-eode. c1200 7rin. Coll. Hom. 
9 De niht is ford-gon and dai neihleched. c1zs0 Gen. & Ex. 
2819 Nu is ford gon de Oridde dai. a1300 4. Z. Psalter 
Ixxxviii[i]. 42 Bi-reved him alle forth-gaand be wai. 1382 
Wycur Gen. xliv. 4 And now the cyte thei 3eden oute and 
forth 3eden a litill, — fudith xvi. 27 Forsothe she was in 
feste da3es forth goende [Vulg. Jrocedens] with gret glorie. 
c1q425 Seven Sag. (P.) 761 Thay .. dyde ham bothe forth 
goo. c1440 Promp, Parv. 173/2 Forthegone, profectus. 
1600 Farrrax Tasso xvi. xix. 6 Whereat amazd he staid, 
and well prepard For his defence, heedfull. -foorthwent. 

b. fig. esp. To advance in age (also, in power 
or dignity). Of a treaty: To be carried into effect. 

c12z50 Gen. § Ex. 834 Sum was wid mizte so ford gon, 
Sat hadden he under hem mani on. @ 1300 Cursor M. 10757 
He was sumdel forthgan in lijf. c1330 R. Brunne Chron, 
(1810) 185 Philip vnderstode, R. wild not consent, pat ilk 
conant forth 30de, pat pe Soudan sent. 

2. To come forth as from a source, proceed. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Mark vii. 15 Pa Sing pe of dam men 
fordgad, ba hine besmitad. a@1325 Prose Psalter Athana- 
sian Creed 22 Nou3t fourmed, no3t bizeten, bot forpgoand. 
1340 Cursor M. 10240 (Fairf.) Ioachym here shalle none 
Offryng of thy hond forp’-gone. c1400 Afol. Loll. 10 Pe 
maker of mankynd takyng a soulid body of be virgyn..& 
forbgoin man wip out seed may gif vs His Godhed, 

Forthgoing (foeipgowin), vd/. sd. [f. Fort 
adv. + GoIneG vb. sb.] A going forth. 

1382 WycuiF Ps. Prol. 737 The forth going of profitende 
men, c1440 Hytton Scala Perf, (W. de W. 1494) I. xxxi, 
A lityll of the forthgoyng fro that refourmyng to the hygher 
refourmyng. 1587 GoLtpinc De Mornay y. 56 A certeine 
couert forewardness or foorthgoing of the will towards 
the thing that is loued. 1833 Cuatmers Const. AZan (1835) 
I. i. 72 To the fiat and forthgoing of whose will it owes its 
existence. 1852 Rock Ch. of Fathers III. 1. 210 His hopes 
that God’s angels would come for his soul at its forth- 
going. 1870 W. Arnot Life ¥. Hamilton iv. 180 With a 
great forthgoing towards the common people. 
Forthgoing (foerpgowin), ppl. a. rare. [f. 
Forte adv. + Going ppl. a.] That goes forth ; 
esp. disposed to make advances; enthusiastic; 
gracious. Cf. ForrHcomine Af/. a. 2. 

1851 J. Hamitron Royal Preacher xx. (1854) 258 The 
peat desires of his forthgoing patriotism and piety. 1876 

rs. Wuitney Sights § [ns, xxxii. 307 But to him she may 
have been forthgoing. 

Forthingdole: see FARTHINGDEAL. 

+Forthink, v. Os. Forms: see THINK. 
Also 4-6 forethink. [repr. two distinct words: 
a, OE. fordencan (£. For- pref! + dencan to THINK) 
=OHG. fordenchen (Ger. verdenken), B. f. For- 
pref.| + OE. Jyncan to seem. Cf. MHG. ver- 
dunken and ON. forpykkja to displease. ] 

I. Senses from OE. dyncan. 


1. tvans. To displease, cause regret to. 

ai225 Fuliana 16 Ne ich ne seh him neuer pat me sare 
forpunched, c1325 Metr. Hom. (Small) xvi, To king Wil- 
liam bodword was broht Of this tithing, that him for thoht. 
1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 11. 1365 (1414), I nas, ne nevere to 
be I thenke, Ayens a thing that myght the forthenke. 
€ 1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 6446 If..it had you forthoght, Ye 
might [etc.]. c1530 Adam Bel 548 in Hazl. Z. P. P. I. 
161, I hav y-graunted them graces, And that forthynketh 
me. 1535 STEWART Cron. Scot. (1858) I. 200 Full sair for- 
thinkis me, The greit injuris.. Done to my sister. 

2. impers. and quasi-cnpers, (Lt) forthinks (me, 
him, etc.): I, etc., feel regret, repent, or am sorry, 
Const. of, for, or that, with dependent clause. 

a1300 Cursor MM. 2732 If sco did it hir for-thoght. 13.. 
EE. E, Aliit, P. B. 285 Me forthynkez ful much pat euer I 
mon made, 1393 Lancet. P. P2. C. xxi. 92 Sore hit me for- 
bynkeb Of be dede bat ich haue don. c1420 Sir Amadace 
(Camd.) xviii, For his dedus him sore for-tho3te. 1548 
Upa.t Erasm. Par. Luke xxiv. 46 The Lorde hath sworne 
and it shall not forthynke hym. 1578-1600 Scot. Poems 
16th C. (1801) II. 166 Baneist is faith now euery quhair 
And sair forthinkes me, 1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech., 
Confession 12 It forthinkes me sore that I haue sinned. 

IL. Senses from OE. dencan. 

3. a. trans. To despise or neglect. 
b. intr. To be reluctant. 

cx000 Ags. Ps.(Th.) xlviii. Argt., He lerde pet pa Searfan 
hy ne fordohton. @1300 Cursor MM, 16427 Pilate forthoght 
pam..to wrath. 

4. trans. To think upon with pain; to regret, 
repent of, be sorry for; rarely passive. 

Vaxz5s0 Ags. Poem clxxvi. in Hickes Thes. (1705) I, 224 
Se pat mai and nele Seder come, Sore hit sel uordenche. 
13.. Z. £, Allit. P. B. 557 Pe souerayn in sete so sore 
for-bo3t Pat euer he man vpon molde merked to lyuy. ¢1375 
Se. Leg. Saints, Fohannes 445 He..bane sa fore-thocht his 
mysded Pat he gret sare. c1qz5 Wynroun Cron. v. xii. 
1310 Wyth Rewth of Hart for-thynk youre syn. ¢1430 ow 

tse Man taught Son 32 in Babees Bk. (1868) 49 Pou my3te 
seie a word to-day Pat .vij. 3eer after may be for-pou3t, 


OE. only. 
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1470-85 Matory Arthur xvi. xv, Yf thou entre thou shalt 
forthynke hit. 1548 W. Parren Zr. Scotd. Pref. in Arb. 
Garner III. 58 They forthink that inroad. @1639 Sportis- 
woop fist. Ch. Scotl, 11. (1677) 37 Suddenly forethinking 
what he had done, he [etc.]. 1704 Min. of Torryburn Sess. 
in Ess. on Witchcraft (1820) 131 She would make Jean 
Riget forethink what she had done. 

5. ref, To change the direction of one’s thoughts ; 
to experience a change of mind or purpose; to 
repent, be sorry. Const. of, that, or to with znf. 

@1300 Cursor M. 24786 O pis tipand he him for-thoght. 
¢c1550 CHEKE Matz, xxvii. 3 Joudas..seing yt he was con- 
demned, did forthink himself. 1553 T. Witson 2 het. (1580) 
40 Nor yet you shall forthinke your self, that you haue 
obeyed..myne aduise. 1589 Warner Alb. Eng., Aineidos 
156 Wel may I fore think mee so to haue done. 1599 Liz 
Str T. More in Wordsw. £ccl. Biog. (1853) Il. 98 The 
whole counsell began to forethink them of their forwardness. 

b. zuér. for ref. Const. of. 

¢ 1380 Wycur Sev, Sel. Wks. I. 279 pe fende shal. .ever 
fo piake, ce1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. xxii. 48 (Gibbs 

AS.), I..come to 30we..forthynkynge inwardly of bat I 
haue offendet. 1509 Barciay Shy of Folys (1570) 132 He 
..then forthinketh, but late ishis complaint. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. 11. 468 He forthocht full soir Of the grit wrang. 
1562 J. Hevwoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 118 Better foresee, 
than forthinke. 1578 WuHeETstoneE Promos & Cass. Il. V, 
Forethinke of thy forepassed faultes. 

6. Occasional uses; a. trans. To change one’s 
mind about; to renounce. b. zvz¢r. To think or 
plan something wrong; to conspire. 

1483 Festivall (W. de W.1515) 73 b, By temptacyon of the 
fende they forthought all theyr purpose. 1494 Cold. Hist, 
Staff, X11. (1891) 334 Sir Humfrey Stanley, with xx per- 
sons, forthought ayens your pease and lawis. 

Forthink: see ForETHINK. 


+ Forthinking, 2/. sb. Obs. 
the vb. ForTHInK ; also, repentance. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 110 Pet of-punchung [v.~ fordinchinge] 
pet he hefde widinnen him. 1340 Ayend. 20 Pet hou nere 
na3t digneliche y-di3t be ssrifpe and by vorpenchinge. a@1400 
Relig. Pieces fr. Thornton MS. (1867) 8 Sothefaste for- 
thynkynge pat we hafe of oure syne. 1555 W. WaTREMAN 
Fardle Facions u. xii. 289 Let him sorowe, not with a 
lighte forthinckinge, 1587 GotpIne De Mornay xvii. 269 
The..Cerimonies of al Nations, doe witnesse vnto vs a 
certeyne forethinking and remorce of sinne against God. 


+ Forthi'rst, pa. pple. In 3 Orm. forrprisst. 
[f. For- pref + thirst, pa. pple. of THirst v.] 


The action of 


‘Overpowered with thirst. 


¢1200 OrMIN 8635 He. .se33de patt he wass forrprisst. c 1440 
Promp. Parv.173/2 Forthyrst, sztzbundus, siciens. 

+Forthlea’d, v. Obs. [OE. fordledan, f. Forta 
adv. + ledan to Lavd.] trans. a. To lead forth. 
b. To put forth (horns, etc.) ; = Lat. producere. 

a1000 Satan (Gr.) 566 Freodrihten hine fordladde to 6am 
halgan ham. @1300 Z. Z. Psalter xviii. 32 [Ixix. 31] Kalf 
.. Forthledand [Vulg. Aroducentem] hornes and klees his. 
c1425 Sevex Sag. (P.) 2443 There was many a wepyng 
heye As the childe was forth ladde. 

+Forthly,«. Ods. Forms: 3 forthlich, 4 
forthely. [{. FortH adv.+-uy1.] Healthy, likely 
to live; also, full of energy. 

c1230 Hali Meid. 35 3if hit wel iborn is & bunched wel 
fordlich, fearlac of his lure is anan wid him iboren. ¢1330 
R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 160 Felawes were pei alle, als 


forthely as he. 
+ Forthmost, ¢. and adv. Obs. [f. Fortra 


adv. + Most.] = Foremost. 

¢ 930 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xx. 27 Sede welle betuih iuh 
fordmest wossa sie iuer dea. c1425 Engl. Cong. Irel. (1896) 
16 Robert was..euer with the forthmost in euery fight. 
c1480 Mirour Saluaciowt 22 The certein guyse es this 
That of the new law forthemast a sothe reherced is. 

+ Forthni'm, v. Ods. [f. Forts adv. + Nut z.] 

1. trans. To consume. Cf. Fornim. 

e1175 Lamb. Hom. 95 Pes fares [?fures] icunde is pet hit 
fordnimed swa hwet him neh bid. 

2. intr. To go forth, go away, proceed. 

c1250 Gen. §& Ex. 3351 Ford nam Ois folc, so god ta3te 
him, to Se desert of rafadim. /é2d. 3640 Twelf moned ford 
ben alle cumen, Or he fro synay ben ford numen. 

+ Forth on, forthon, adv. Ods. For forms 
see Fortu. [f. Forru adv. + ON adv.] 

1. Of space: Forwards; =Forru 1. In quot. 
with ellipsis of go. Also, onwards, straight on, 
without deviation; =ForTH 2. 

1529 More Dyaloge u. Wks. 183/1 Let us forth on a litle 
further. 1607 Suaxs. Timon 1. i. 49 My free drift .. Flies 
an Eagle flight, bold, and forth on. 

2. Of time: Onwards; = FortH 3. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 11 He.. shold be his frend fro than 
forthon. ¢ 1500 Melusine lix. (1895) 361 Thy fortres fro this 
day fourthon shalbe quyte of ony trybute. 1587 GOLDING 
De Mornay xxxi. 505 From the beginning foorthon, Moyses 
and the Prophets gaue it you. 

b. Straightway, at once, forthwith. 

a1000 Martyrol. (E.E, T.S.) 154 Pa het Valerianus se 
refa hi fordon acwellan. c1zg0 Gen. & Hx. 3162 Ilc firme 
bigeten..was storuen on morwen and dead fordan. 

+ For-tho'n, comj. Obs. Also 1 forpaém, -pan, 
2-4 forthan, 7 forthen. [In OE. two words: 
For grep. + fon instr., Adm dat., of THE. The dat. 
and instr. forms coalesced in ME.] 

1. For this reason, therefore. In ME. sometimes 
repeated, forfor.. forpon ‘for this reason. . that’. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. ut. xiii. [xv.] (1890) 198 He fordon 
eallum ze pisse worulde aldormonnum wees leof. ¢ 1000 
Ags. Gosp. Matt. vi. 25 Forbam [c1160 Hatton Forpan] ic 
secze eow peet [etc.]. cxx75 Lamb. Hom. 95 Fordon wes be 
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halia gast on culfren onlicnesse bufan criste, fordon he wes 
[ete.]. ¢ 1205 Lay. 989 For bon [c 1275 for pan] 3if hit eow 
bi-loued..fare we from pisse londe. c 1320 Cast. Love 1072 
He scholde neuer die for bon. ¢1394 P. Pl. Crede 27 By 
a fraynyng for-ban faileb per manye. 1447 BokENHAM 
Seyntys (Roxb.) 43 Not forthan I wyl not blynne. 1674 Ray 
NV. C. Words 19 Forthen and Forthy, therefore. 

2. For the reason that, because. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 150 Forbam wear6 [sorgcearu] ylda bearnum 
undyrne cud. cx175 Lamb. Hon. 17 Hit is riht pet me 
hem spille, forpan betere hit is [etc.]. c1zg0 Gen. & Ex. 


1996 Putifar. .bo3te ioseph al fordan He wulde don is lechur- 
hed wid ioseph. 


So For-thon the, later forthon that = 2. 

c893 K. ASLErED O7os. 1. i. (1883) 24 For don pe sio sunne per 
gd near on sett bonne on odrum lande, peer [etc.]. c 1000 
Ags. Gosp. Matt. xiv. 24 For-pam [c1160 Hatton for-ban] 
pe hyt wees strang wind, c1175 Lamb. Hom. 53 For pon pet 
he scolde swote smelle. c1z00 77ix. Coll. Hon. 107 Leomene 
fader we cleped ure drihten for ban pe he sunne atend. 
c 1250 Owd § Night. 780 And for ban pat hit no wit not Ne 
mai his strengpe hit ischilde. 1340 Ayend. 184 Vor ban bet 
roboam..uorlet bane red of be yealden guode men..he 
uor-leas bet gratteste del of his kingdome. 

Forthought: see ForETHouGcHT. 


+ Forthpa'ss, v. Ols. [f. Fort adv. + Pass 
v.] zztr. To pass forth, go, proceed. 

1382 WycLir Gen, xxviii. 2 But go, and forthpasse into 
Mesopotany..to the hows of Batuel. 1435 Misyn Jive of 
Love i. viii. (1896) 16 Pe holy goste of be fadyr & fe sone 
forthpassynge. c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 
1494) 1. Ixxxvi, By cause of synne he forthpassith [1533 
passeth farre] liuyng in this worlde in this ymage of synne. 


+ Forthputter. Ods. vave—1. [f. FortH adv. 
+PurrEer.} One who puts forth; a braggart. 

ai610 Heatey Theophrastus xxiii. (1636) 79 A vanter or 
forth-putter is he, that boastes upon the Exchange that 
he hath store of banke-mony. 

Forthputting (foeippu'tin), v7. 5d. [f. Fora 
adv. + PuTTine vol. sb.} 

1. The action of putting forth. 

1640 Br. Reyvnotps Passions (1658) 100g The effects of 
Hope. .arising out of want, contention, and forth-putting of 
the mind, 1833 CuHatmers Const. Man (1835) Il. 1. i. 163 
An obvious..forth-putting of skill. 1875 McLaren Serv. 
Ser, 1. ii, 24 A continuous forth-putting of power. 

2. U.S. Obtrusive behaviour. 


1861 LowEtt Bzgdow P. Poems 1890 II. 216 To secure 
myself against any imputation of unseemly forthputting. 

Forthputting (foorppu'tin), A4/.a. [f. FortH 
adv. + PUTTING, pr. pple. of Purv.] That puts 
forth ; esf. that puts oneself forward; forward, 
obtrusive, presumptuous. (Now chiefly U.S.) 

c 1570 Pride § Lov, (1841) 33 For soft, and no whit forth- 
putting was he. 1647 Trapp Comm. Afatt. xviii. 21 Peter 
is still the same, ever too forwardly and forth-putting. 1854 
Hawrnorne £ng. Note-bks. (1879) 11. 312, I should wrong 
her if I left the impression of her being forth-putting and 
obtrusive. 1883 Howes Register i, Do you think it was 
forth-putting at all, to ask him? 

. , 
+ Forthra'st, v. Ols. [OE. fordrestan, f. For- 
~ 7 

pref.’ + 0restan to crush.] trans. To crush, shatter. 

c825 Vesp. Ps. ix. 36 [x. 15] Fordreest earm 6es synfullan. 
@1300 E, #. Psalter xlviili]. 7 In strange gaste schippes of 
Thars for-thrist saltou. 13.. Visions St. Paul 34 in O. E. 
Misc. (1872) 224 Synful soules, and al for-brast. 13.. Z. £. 
Allit. P. B. 249 Bot in be pryd [act of God’s vengeance] 
watz for-brast al bat bryue schuld. 


Forthren, obs. f. FURTHER v. 

Forthright (foerp,rait, foe-1p;rait), rarely with 
advb. gen. -s forthrights, adv., a. and sé. 
arch, [f. Fortu adv. + Ricgut a. and adv., in 
OE. rih¢, rihte; cf. DownricuT.] <A. adv. 

1. Directly forward, in or towards the front, 
straight before one. 

a1000 Ags. Gloss, in Haupt’s Zeitschr. 1X. 406 Indeclina- 
biliter, fordrihte. c1zo5 Lay, 1523 Brutus..iwende ford- 
rihtes to bon ilke weie per him iwised wes. ? @ 1366 CHAucER 
Rom. Rose 295 She mighte loke in no visage Of man or 
woman forth-right pleyn. 1398 TRrevisa Barth. De P. R. 
V. ii. (1495) 104 That heryth not only fourth ryght but all 
abowte. 1580 SIpNEY Arcadia u. 115 He ever going so just 
with the horse, either forth-right or turning. 1697 DryDEN 
Aineid xt, 1076 Now forthright and now in Orbits wheel’d. 
1818 Keats Exdym, 11. 331 Until impatient in embarrass- 
ment He forthright pass’d. 1879 G. Mereviru Zgo7st III. 
viii. 153 Reach the good man your hand, my girl: forth- 
right from the shoulder, like a brave boxer. 

+b. Straight out, horizontally. Ods. 

1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 356 The fruite 
some forthright, and some upright. 

2. Straightway, immediately, at once. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 2481 He..wollde forrpribht hire himm fra All 
stillelike sheedenn. a@1225 St. Marher. 15 Ant tenne some 
agulted eawiht [sc. ha moten] gan anan fordriht pet ha [etc.]. 
1590 SPENSER /. Q. u. vii. 35 Whose dore forthright To 
him did open as it had beene taught. 1609 C. BuTLer 
Fen. Mon. (1634) 131 You may see some slain forthright 
with the thrust of the Spear. 1659 Torr1iano, A ridibo, 
forthright, as it werecarelesly, 1882 SwINBURNE 77istvant 
of Lyonesse 49 Forthright upon his steed [he] Leapt. 


B. adj. 

1. Proceeding in a straight course, directly in front 
of one, straight forward. 

c1000 AitFric Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 222/30 Directanez, 
fordrihte. 1398 Trevisa tr. Barth. De P. R.1x.i. (2495) 345 
Streyghte and forthryghte meuynge. 1657S. Purcuas Pol. 
Flying-Ins. 190 Having two points forth-right, not barbed 
like a Bees. 1824 Scorr S¢. Roman’s xxxvi, Now in mak- 
ing feints, now in making forthright passes. 1865 C. J. 
Vaucuan Words fr. Gosf. 71 Must thine eye be thus roving 
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.. standing 


FORTHRING. 


thy forthright vision thus distracted ? 1878 STEVENSON 
Inland Voy. 45 A headlong, forth-right tide. : 

2. fig. Going straight to the point, straightfor- 
ward, unswerving, outspoken ; also, unhesitating, 


dexterous. 

1855 Browninc Alen §& Wom, 11. Andrea del Sarto 5 
This low-pulsed forthright craftsman’s hand of mine. 1867 
Swinpurne in ort, Rev. July 22 In clear forthright 
manner of procedure .. it resembles the work of Chaucer. 
1870 Lowey, Study Wind. 26x The home-thrust of a forth- 
right word. 1879 Farrar St. Paul I. 422 The practical, 
forthright, non-argumentative turn of his mind, 


C. sb. A straight course or path; /¢, and fig. 


(Chiefly after Shakspere.) 

1606 Suaxs. 7%. § Cry. ui. iii. 158 If you giue way Or 
hedge aside from the direct forth right. 1610 — Tem. 11. 
iii. 3 Here’s a maze trod indeede Through fourth rights, and 
Meanders. 1880 Browninc Dram. [dylls Ser, uu. Clive 12 
Thought..Notes this forthright, that meander. 1884 Br. 
Barry in Contemp. Rev. Sept. 409 Materialism with its 
maze of ‘ forthrights and meanders’ is utterly at fault. 1887 
Lowett Pr. Wks. (1890) VI. 186 He has not allowed him- 
self to be lured from the direct forthright by any [etc.]. 

Hence Fo'rthrightness, the quality of being 
forthright ; straightforwardness. 

1873 Lowett Among my Bhs, Ser. 11. 123 Dante’s concise 
Martone. of phrase. 1879 Farrar St, Paul I. 225 He 
..carried into his arguments that intensity and forthright- 
ness which awaken dormant opposition. 

+ Forthri‘ng, v. Ods. rare. [f. For- pref. 
+ Turina v. to press. The OE. fordringan 
(For- pref.*?) occurs once, app. in the sense ‘to 
urge forward’.] ¢vans. ‘To press heavily upon, 
oppress. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 1084 Peet he ne mehte. .pa wea-lafe wize for- 
pringan beodnes pegne. cx12z00 OrmIN 6169 Himm a i 
ewarrterrne lib Forrbundenn & forrprungenn. 

Forthrow: see For- pref.! 1. 

+ Forthse't, v. Obs. [f. Forrn adv.+Srrv.] 
trans. To set forth ; to present to view, display. 

¢ 1565 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) I. 1 They, 
that are most forthy in the ingyring and forthsetting them- 
selves, 1585 Jas. I Zss. Poeste (Arb,) 37, I had farr rather 
Babell tower forthsett, ‘Then [etc. ]. 

Hence Forthse’tting vd. sb. : 

1528 J. Hacker fo Wolsey (AUS. Cott. Galba B. ix. 181) 
Yt myght be a forthesettyng of Frenchemen to make ther 
bragges. a@1572 Knox Hist. Ref Wks. 1846 I. 344 
Being conveaned .. in the name of Jesus Christ, for furth- 
setting of his glorie. @1847 Cuatmers Posth, Wks. 1. 76 
Let me not enter on the vain attempt to enhance the im- 
pression of this celebrated story by any forthsetting of 
mine. 1863 A. B. Grosart Swadd Sins Pref. (ed. 2) 10 It 
has seemed therefore to me advisable to. .select less obvious 
forth-setting of the same great ‘Truths. 

+ Forthshow’, v. Ods. [f. Fortra adv. + 
Suowz.] ¢vans. To show forth, declare, exhibit. 

a1300 /. £. Psalter cxliv, [cxlv.] 4 Strende and strende.. 
sal..pbi might forth-schewe. ¢ 1330 R. BrunneE Chron, (1810) 
54 Pei durst it not forth schewe. 1553 Q. Kennepy ig hee 
Tract, in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 127 Quhat and he be blynd 
quhilk suld furthschaw the way to utheris, 1556 LaupER 
Tvactate 503 Now haue I breuelie heir furthschawin.. How 
that 3e suld [etc.]. 

+Forthsithe. Os. [f. Forrn adv. + si) 
journey.] Departure, decease; hence, death-bed. 

O. E. Chron. an. 992, Aifter Oswaldes .. fordside. a 1240 
Ureisun in Cott. Hom, 197 Ich pe bidde bet tu kume to mine 
uord-side. 

+ Forthtee’, v. Obs. [OE. fordééon, f. Forts 
adv. + téon: see TEE v.] trans. a. To manifest 
outwardly. b. To bring forward, adduce, quote. 
ce, To draw (a person) on, seduce, beguile. 

cx200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 35 Pe deuel ted ford geres hwile 
after fox. .hwile after odre, and on ech of hise deden is iefned 
to be deore wuas geres he fordteod, did. 145 Pe fewe word 
be ich nu ford-tegh he specd of [ete.]. Zézd. 199 Man mid is 
gele, egged us and fonded and forp-tep to idele bonke. 

Forthtell (foorptel), v. vare. [f. Forti adv. 

+ TuLL v.] trans. To tell forth, publish abroad. 

1549-62 SteRNHOLD & H. Ps, exlviii. 14 His Saints shall 
all forthtell His praise and worthinesse. 156x Kerner 7s, 
c. 1 Hym serue with feare, his praise forth tell. 1889 T, 
Wricut Chalice of Carden xv. 108 ‘ Imprinted’, as its title 
page forthtold, in the last year of Elizabeth. 

+ Forthward, s+. Ods. Also 5 Sc. forSward, 
forthwart. [See Forts adv.] = Forewarp sé.1 

¢1340 Cursor M. 13959 (Fairf.) Pe Lewes wib baire fals forp- 
ward. . pai so3t ihesu to be dede. ¢ 1470 Henry Wadlace x1. 
487 For thi manheid this forthwart to me fest. 1335 STEwarT 
Cron. Scot. iii. 254 As plesit him his fordward to fulfill. 


Fo'rthward, with adv. gen. -s forthwards, 
adv. and a. Obs. exc. arch, Forms: see Forru 
and -warp, [OE. fordweard (=OS. fordwerd, 
Sordwardes), f. Forvu adv. +-warv.] A. adv. 

1. Of place: Towards a place or part in front or 
before, onward(s, forward. Zo be forthward: to 


be on one’s way. Zo set forthward: to help on. 
ex175 Lamb, Hom. 5x And tech me hu ic scal swimmen 
fordward. ¢ 120g Lay. 5370 Feouwer daies fulle ford ward 
[ce 1275 forbwardes] heo wenden, 1297 R. GLouc. (1724) 
245 Po bys ost al 3are was, vorpward vaste hii drowe. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 3t5 Drawe be boon forpward. 
¢1430 Piler, Lyf Manhode i. xciii, (1869) 51 Me thinketh 
riht longe te I ne were forthward and set in be wey. ¢ 1450 
St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 6097 He went forthward with 
wayne, 1530 Zest, Hdor, (Surtees) V. 301 Also to the peir, 
if it go furthwardes, xls. 1560 RoLLAnp Crt. Venus tv. 659 
Fordward I fuir, 1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. 39 
Besyddis yt we set furthwart, be all meanis possible y° 
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proffeit of our nyghbour. JZéid. 205 b, Gif thou preiss 
forduart. 1685 Futter Ch. “ist. v.iv. § 35 That unity and 
concord in opinions .. may encrease and goe forthward. 
1768 Ross /elenore 8 I weish twa hillocks the poor iambie 
lies, An’ ay fell forthert, as it shoope to rise. 

b. Prominently, in public. 

1504 Arkynson tr. De Jmitatione 11. lix, He wyll also 
apere forthwarde, and haue the syghte and experyens of 
many thynges by his outwarde senses. 

2. Of time: a, (OE, only.) Continually, prospec- 
tively. b. For the future onwards. Also, ay, 
(from) hence, now, then forthward; from that 
or this day or time forthward. 

e1000 Ags. Ps, li]. 79 (Gr.) Pat min gehernes hehtful 
weorde .. fordweard to he ! cxooo Airric Gram. xxi. (Z.) 
125 Dis zemet [the imperative mood] sprecd forpwerd. 
¢1200 ORMIN 5226 Patt itt [patt twifalde gast] beo nu forrp- 
warrd inn me, ¢1340 Cursor M. 14905 (Fairf.) Of his 
passion pat is sa harde pat 3e sal here now forpwarde. 
¢ 1380 Sir Ferumb, 2605 If y bys day forpward spare 
Sarasyn ouber torke, for euere mot y ban for-fare. ¢1440 
Gesta Rom. \. 225 (Harl. MS.) & pere for, fadir, dothe to 
me fro hennys forbeward as be likithe. cx4g0 St, Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 6930 Pare he ordayned be bischop se Ay forthward 
forto be. ¢1460 Fortescur Ads. §& Lint. Mon. (1885) 147 
Wich wages shall than forthwarde cesse, 1541 Act 33 Hen. 
VITJ, c. 13 From that time furthward. 

B. adj. =F oORWARD a. 

c1470 Henry Wadlace 1. 46 Growand in curage ; Forth- 
ward, rycht fayr. did. x. 78 So weill beseyn, so forthwart, 
stern, and stult. 188x Durrietp Dow Quix. II. 560 Don 
Quixote went..on his forthward way. 

Hence Fo'rthwardly adv. 

¢1470 Henry Wallace x. 653 So forthwartlye thai pressyt 
in the thrang. 1494 Fapyan Chron. vi. clxxxvii. 189 
Richardé. .toke vpon hym the rule of his owne signory, and 


grewe & encreased forthwardly. 
+ Forthwa’x, v. Ods. [OE. fordweaxan, f. 
intr. To grow 


Forti adv, + weaxan to WAx.] 


forth, grow to excess, increase. 
agoo ? Wurrrita Greg. Dial. 1. xxvii. (Bosw.-T.) Forb- 
weox his feondscipe. c1250 Gen. § Lx. 1211 Wintres ford 


wexen on ysaac, . 
+ Fo'rthwise, v. Ots. [OE. forJwisian, f. 


Fortra adv. + wistan to show, guide.] frazs. To 
guide forth, direct ; hence, to bring up (a child). 

Beowulf (Gr.) 1795 Him selebegn .. ford wisade. ¢1315 
Suorenam 68 The fader and moder That hyne fleschlyche 
forthwyseth. — : 

Forthwith (foo:1pwisp, -wi'd), adv. 

{For forth with (prep.), = earlier forth mid, along with, 
see Fortu adv.2c. The adv. forthwith originates from 
this phrase, the prep. being used aéso/. or with ellipsis of its 
regimen.] 2 

Immediately, at once, without delay or interval. 

1450-1530 Jyrr. our Ladye 3 Other before the letter or 
after or else fourthe wyth togyther. 146r J. Pasron in 
P. Lett. No. 384 11. 4 Ther was a certeyn person forth wyth 
after the jurney at Wakefield. 1463 Bury Will’s (Camden) 
17 Yt ye messe of requiem may begynne forthwith whan yt 
is doo. 1637 Decree Star Chamb. § 17 in Milton’s Areop. 
(Arb.) 17 That the Master and Wardens of the Company of 
Stationers, doe foorthwith certifie [etc.]. 1712 Hearne 
Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 424 It shall be done forthwith. 
1814 Cary Dante, Par. vi. 50 Forthwith it grew In size 
and splendour, 1848 WuHarton Law Lex, s.v., When a 
defendant is ordered to plead forthwith, he must plead 
within twenty-four hours. 1867 SmiLes Huguenots Eng. 
iv. (1880) 53 The King determined that they should forthwith 
be reconverted to Roman Catholicism. : : 

q Used for Forwiru adv, and prep. (which is a 
variant reading in all the passages). 

a@1300 Cursor M. 10752 Amang pir men es forthwit tald, 
He come al forto ber his wand. /ézd. 11423 Pe stern went 
forth-wit pat pam ledd. ¢ 1340 /é/d. 11001 (Trin.) In sep- 
tembre moneth pe foure & twenty ny3t was .. Forpwib be 
annunciacioun. 

+ Forthwithal, adv. Obs. [f. Fort adv. + 
Wir p~rep.+ ALL. See FortH adv. 2d.) =prec. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 1336 Let itt eornenn forbwibb all Vt inntill 
wilde wesste. 1390 Gower Conf. III. 262 And forthwithall 
..A naked swerd..She toke, and through hir hert it throng. 
a1soo Assembl. Ladies cv. in Chaucer's Wks. (1561) 26t 
Than eche of vs toke other by the sleue And forth withal, 
as we shulde take our leue. 1548 in Strype Zcc?. Mem. I. 
App. D. 27 Yf thou take hym that is not trew unto hys 
prynce, punysh him forthwithall. 

Forthy (foex1pi), a. Sc. and dial. [f. Fort 
adv.+-¥',] Disposed to put oneself forth or for- 
ward; forward, outspoken, unrestrained. 

c1565 [see Fortuset v.]. 1846 Spec. Cornish Prov. Dial. 
55A yungster comed out very forthy, ‘Here come I, St. 
George’. 1880 /£. Cornwall Gloss., Forthy, officious ; for- 
ward. 1892 Worthumb. Gloss., Forthy, industrious, well 
doing, free, kindly spoken. 

+ For-thy’, con. Ods. Also 1 forSi, 2-5 forthi, 
3 south. fordui, 3-4 forthe. [OE. fordi, fordy, 
f. For prep. + dy, instr. of Tuy, Cf, Forruon.] 
For this reason, therefore. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. John vii. 22 Fordy Moyses eow sealde 
ymbsnydenysse. ¢ 1175 Lamb, Hom. 2x Fordona pis world 
wind on3ein us. .for-bi we sune3iet on-3ein drihtenes welle. 
¢1230 Hali Meid. 9 For pi seli meiden forget ti folc. @ r2g0 
Owl § Night. 69 Forthe the sulve mose Hire thonkes wolde 
the to-tose. 13.. £. &. Addit. P. A. 234 My joy for-by 
watz much pe more. 1377 Lanct, P. P/. B. Prol. 187 For- 
pi I conseille alle pe comune to lat be catte worthe. c¢ 1450 

ENrYSON Mor. Fab. 45 The morning myld, my mirth 
was maire forthy. xg0x Doucras Pad. Hon.1. xxii, For 
thy I knew the signe Was Acteon. 1590 Lopce Euphues 
Gold, Leg.in Halliw. Shaks. V1.22 Forthy, Montanus, follow 
mine arreede. 1647 H. More Song of Soud u. i, u. xxviii, 
Forthy let first an inward centre hid Be put. 
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b. Not-for-thy: nevertheless. What for-thy: 
what of that ? 

1375 Barsour Bruce v. 319 Vndir the mantill nocht-fortht 
He suld be armyt preualy. 1413 Pilev. Sowde (Caxton) 1. 
xv. (1859) 13 Nought for thy, this I byhote expresse. ¢ 1430 
Syr Tryant. 736 The fyrste that rode noght for thy, Was 
the kyng of Lumbardy. cx14s0 Cov. AZyst. (1841) 120 Nevyr 
the les, what for-thy .. Withowith mannys company She 
myght not be with childe. ; 

Hence Forthy that, earlier forthy the, because, 

c1000 Ags, Gosf. John vii. 22 Na fordi de heo of Moyses sy. 
cxr75 Lamb. Hom. 41 On pon deie ba engles of heofene 
ham iblissied: fordi pe pa erming saulen habbed rest of 
heore pine. ax1225 Ancr. X. 56 Al pet vuel of Dina.. ne 
com nout fordui pat te wummen lokede cangliche 0 weop- 
men. 1340 Hampote Py. Consc. 2698 Forthy bat sum has 
na knawyng Of purgatory..Parfor [etc.]. cr1g400 MauNDEV. 
(Roxb.) vi. 18 Pare also gert kyng Nabugodonosor putte be 
three childer in pe fyre, forpi pat pai held pe ri3t beleue. 

+ Forthye‘te, v. Os. [OE. /ordgéotan, f. 
FortH adv. + géotan to pour.] ¢vans. To pour out. 

c tr. Beda's Hist. wv. xxix. [xxviii.] (1890) 370 He.. 
favOeotoutitn tearum .. Dryhtne his willan bebead. 1513 

Dovuctas Axes 1. iii. 55 The deip furtht 3et in schaldis heir 
and thair. —1v. viii. 88 All for nocht the teris war furth 3et. 

Fortieth (fgitiép), a (sb.) Forms: a. féo- 
wertizoda, evvon. -teoSa (fem., neut. -8e), 2 fur- 
teohte, 3 fowertide, -tude, -tizthe, fuwertise, 
fourtiand, 4 south. vourta3zte, fourtithe, -tied, 
5 fowrtyde, fortith, 6 fourteth, 7 fourtieth, 6—- 
fortieth ; B. 6 fourtyest. [OE. /vowertizoda:— 
prehistoric */zortigunpon-, corresponding to ON. 

Jertugonde, -ande (Sw. fyrationde, Da. fyrrety- 
vende), f. Forvry on the analogy of TENTH. 

The rare 13th c. fourtiand is of Scandinavian origin. The 
16th c. fourtyest is noteworthy as being formed with the 
same suffix as in the Low and High Ger. equivalents (Du. 
veertigste, OHG. fiorzugésto); cf. also late Icel. fertugasti.) 

The ordinal numeral belonging to the cardinal 
forty. Zhe fortieth man; one man in forty. 
fortieth part: one of forty equal parts into which a 
quantity may be divided. Also aéso/. and quasi-sd. 

c1000 Aitrric Deut. i. 3 On pam feowerteodan zeare. 

¢1175 Cott. Hom. 229 Drihten pa an ba furteohte de3e his 
zeristes astah to heofene. 1258 Charter of Hen. III, in 
Tyrrell Hist. Eng. (1700) II. App. 25 In the two and fower- 
tiz3the geare of ure crunninge. 1357 Lay Folks Catech. 152 
The fourtied day after that he ras .. he stegh in-till heuen. 
¢14253 Wynroun Cron. vi. iv. 89 Of hys kynryk be fowrtyde 
yhere. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) 1. vi. 52 
The fourtyest daye after his resurreccyon. 1590 Sir J. 
SmytH Disc. Weapons in Lett. Lit. Men (Camden) 51 Of 
which, scarce the fortieth man escaped with life. 1612 
Bris_e Chron, xxvi. 31 In the fourtieth yeere of the rei 
of Dauid. @ 1631 Donne Love's Diet 23 Ah! what dothit 
availe To be the fourtieth name in an entail? 1724 Swirr 
Drapier’s Lett, Wks. 1755 V. u. 138 It is not above the 
fortieth part in value to the rest of Britain. 1758 S. Hay- 
warp Serv. v. 145 In that fortieth of Isaiah how is that 
Jehovah set forth? 1800 Younc in PAzl. Trans. XCI. 55 A 
large card, divided. .into fortieths of an inch, 1855 Mirman 
Lat. Chr. (1864) V. 1x. vii. 324 All prelates [etc.].. were sum- 
moned to contribute at least a fortieth to this end. 

Fortifiable (fputifoiab’l), a. [f. Fortiry z. 
+ -ABLE; cf. F. fortzfiable.] That may be fortified. 

1609 OveRBURY Oédserv. 17 Prov. Wks. (1856) 223 The coun- 
trey every where fortifiable with water. 1755 in JOHNSON. 

1886 Ruskin Preterita I. vii.207 The quadrilateral plan of 
my fortifiable dispositions. ; 

+ Forti‘ficate, v. Sc. Ods. [f. ppl. stem of L. 
Sortificare.| =Forviry. 

1560 Rotranp Crt. Venus wu. 188 The vther part gif thay 
fortificat In 3our contrair. 

Fortification (ffutifikéi-fon). [a. F. fortifi- 
cation, ad. L. fortification-em, n. of action f. forte- 

Jica-re to Fortiry.] 
I. The action of fortifying; in senses of the vb. 

+ 1. Strengthening, corroboration, ratification. 

1530-1 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 14 [They] baue .. procured 
many men .. to the .. practise of archerie .. to the greate 
encrease and fortificacions of the same outwarde realmes 

1557-75 Diurn. Occurr. (Bannatyne) 122 To come to 
Edinburgh to subscriue the fortificatioun of the kingis 
coronatioun, 1563-87 Foxe A. § AZ. (1684) ILI. 454 For the 
more fortification of that which hath been said. 1609 
Skene Reg. Majz., Forme of Proces 116 The defender quha 
propones the exception, for fortification therof, may propone 
ane duply, against the libell and reply. 1614 RALEIGH 
Hist. World 11. (1634) 442 Much common good therby 
likely to arise with mutual fortification of both those king- 
doms. 1623 Conway in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 155 His 
actes had not need of theire fortification. 

2. The strengthening of wine with alcohol. 

1885 Pall Mall G. 7 Sept. 5/2 Spirits exported to Spain 
for the fortification of native wines. 1893 J/anch. Guard. 
19 May 5/4 The duty was raised . .to discourage the fortifica- 
tion of Spanish wines with coarse spirits. : 

3. Ml. The action of fortifying or providing 
with defensive works. 

1562 WuitTEHoRNE tr. Machiavel (title) Certain waies of 
the orderyng of Souldiers in battelray, & settyng of battailes 
..also plattes for fortificacion of Townes. 1882 STEVEN- 
son Vew Arab. Nts. (1884) 129 He had no means of fortifi- 
cation, and lay open to attack. 

b. The art or science of fortifying or construct- 
ing works of defence. 

1642 Howett For. Trav. (Arb.) 80 The art of Naviga- 
tion and Fortification. 1688 Carr. J. S. Fortification 23 
ness or Military Architecture, is a Science [etc.]. 
1751 Jonson Rambler No, 103 P 2 We range from city to 
city, though we profess neither architecture nor fortification. 
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1828 J. M. SPearmMAN Brit. Gunner (ed. 2) 201 Fortification 

..is divided into two parts, which are called Permanent or 
Field Fortification. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. Educ, 1. 21/2 The 
science..is termed Fortification. 

Jig. 1649 Jer. TayLor Gt. Exemp. 1. ix. 124 Observe 
what object is aptest to inflame thee, and by speciall arts of 
fortification, stop up the avenues to that part. 

II. concer. 

4. Mil. A defensive work; a wall, earthwork, 
tower, etc. Chiefly collect. plural. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. u. xxiv. 137 Upon euery yate 
muste be made dyuerse deffences and fortyfycacions. 1512 
Act 4 Hen. VITI, c. 1 §1 To make Bulwerkes, Brayes..and 
al other fortificacions, 1604 Suaks, Oth. ut. v. 5 This 
Fortification (Gentlemen) shall we see’t? 1683 Brit. Spec. 
18 Strong fortifications do secure thy Ports. 1719 De For 
Crusoe 1. iv, 1... made me a Door to come out, on the Out- 
side of my Pale or Fortification. 1794 SuLtivan View 
Nat. 11. 362 In the neighbourhood of Lexington .. are the 
remains of two ancient fortifications. 184z W. SPALDING 
Italy & It. [st. 1. 223 We find all the Seven Hills embraced 
within a fortification which the legendary history ascribes 
to Servius Tullius. 1863 LyeLtt Axtig. Zax 40 Extensive 
fortifications to protect them from their enemies. 

b. Comb.: fortification-agate (see quot.). 

1882 in CasseLt. 1892 Dana's Syst. Ain. (ed. 6) 189 
Ruin-agate or Fortification-agate is a variety with light 
to dark brown shades, showing, when polished, curious 
markings well described by the name. 

e. transf. and fig. A means of defence. 

@1586 Sipney Arcad. 1. x. 40b, The Stagge thought it 
better to trust to the nimblenes of his feete then to the 
slender fortification of his lodging, 1653 Watton Axgler 
ii. 44 The gloves of an Otter are the best fortification for 
your hands against wet weather. 1656-7 Burton’s Diary 
(828) I. 363 That. .is the best fortification for all honest men. 
1742 Lond. §& Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 80 Horse-dung should 
be laid to the Windows as a Fortification against them 
[winds]. 1751 Jonnson Rambler No. 26 ® 7 He was happy 
in this fortification [an arrangement of bolts and bars]. 

5. +a. gen. A means of strengthening. Ods. 

1655 Advt. in Culpepper's Pract. Physic, It [aurum 
potabile) is an Universal Fortification for all Complexions 
and ages. 1678 Drypen Kind Keeper iv. i, Go, provide .. 
the Westphalia ham, and other fortifications of nature. 

b. spec. The strengthening timbers, etc. of a 
whaling vessel: see Forriry z. 1 b. 

1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. Il. 19r The next im- 

portant part of the fortification is the pointers. 
+e. Gunnery. The additional thickness of metal 
serving to strengthen certain portions of a cannon. 

1626 Capt. Smitu Accid. Yng. Seamen 32 To .. know her 
leuell poynt blanke .. her fortification, the differences of 
powder [etc.]. 1669 Sturmy JZariner’s Mag. v. 65 Canon- 
Powder is best..for in taking up much room it hath the 
greater length or fortification of metal about it in the Piece. 

Fortified (fg-itifoid), pp/. a. [f. Forriry v. + 
_-ED!.] Strengthened; provided with means of 
defence ; protected with fortifications. 

1538 Exyor, /zrmzus, stable, constant, well fortified. 1611 
Biste Micah vii. 12 He shal come.. from the fortified 
cities, @1657 LovELAcE Poets (1864) 234 Your days fare, 
a fortified toast. 1692 in Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. 
If. xviii. 128 A Well Fortified Gun, hath her Metal at the 
Vent or Touch-hole as thick as her Diameter at the Bore. 
1757 Vork Courant 18 Oct., A well-fortified vessel for the 
coasting trade..has been long wanted. 1790 Burke Fy”, 
Rev. Wks. V. 247 The Orsini and Vitelli in Italy, who used 
to sally from their fortified dens to rob the trader and 
traveller. 1861 M. Parrison Zss. (1889) I. 45 Three fortified 
and portcullised gateways. 


Fortifier (fftifsijer). [f. next + -rr1.] One 
who or that which fortifies: a. One who con- 
structs fortifications. Ib. One who or that which 


strengthens ; a supporter, an upholder. 

@. 1552 HuLoet, Fortifier, #zunitor. 1589 Ive Fortif. 33 
Admonishing the Fortifier..to vse ..the considerations 
before in them alleaged. x599 Haxtuyr Voy. Il. 1. 123 A 
fortifier, had deuised a certaine kinde of ioyned boords, the 
which being caried of the souldiers, defended them from the 
shot of the Harquebuzers. 1602 Carew Cornwall 149 The 
fortifier made his aduantage of the commoditie, affoorded 
by the ground. 1873 Dazly News 7 Nov. s/3 General 
Chabeau Latour, the fortifier of Paris. 

b. ¢1565 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. (1728) 45 But 
also reproached the fortifiers and allowers of him in such 
wickedness. 1569 Murray 15 Oct. in H. Campbell Love 
Lett, Mary Q. Scots App. 58 We wer constranit to nominate 
the said Quene..as maintenar and fortifiar of the execu- 
touris thairof. 1878 Daily News 11 Sept. 4/7 The opinion 
is at least a fortifier against adverse criticism. 1894 /ézd.15 
Feb. 5/3 An egg beaten in a very little whisky and water 
will be found an excellent fortifier. 

Fortify (fpitifai), v. [ad. F. fortifier, ad. L. 
fortificare, f. fortis strong + -ficdre : see -FY.] 

I. To make strong. 

1. ¢vans. Tostrengthen structurally. Nowsome- 
what rare. 

c1450 Merlin 187 He made to a-mende and fortyfie the 
wallis of the town ther, as thei were most feble. 1697 DryDEN 
Virg. Georg. 1v. 262 The grave experienc’d Bee.. Employ'’d 
at home..To fortify the Combs, to build the Wall. 1726 
Leont tr. Alberti’s Archit. II. 113/2 They shou’d also be 
fortifyed all round with strong brick work. 1886 Wittis & 
CrarKk Cambridge III. 545 Fortifying the wood-work of the 
Dome and Lantern. 

b. spec. To strengthen (a gun) by additional 
thickness of metal. Cf. FortiricaTIon 5c. Also, 
to strengthen (a ship) for especial emergency, by 
means of additional timbers, etc. 

1627 Cart. Smitu Seaman's Gram. xiv. 71 Those small 
Peeces are better fortified than the greater. 1669 StuRMY 
Mariner's Mag. v. 62 You must work as if the Piece were 
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fortified no more than only so much as the thinnest part of 
the Metal is. 1820 Scorressy Acc. Arctic Reg. II. 508 The 
new ship..is fortified within the bow. 1853 Kane Grinnell 
Lxp. xv. (1856) 112 She was. . fortified with three additional 
strips of boiler iron. 

ce. To cover or bind with some protective ma- 
terial or appliance. (Now coloured by senses 7-8.) 

1607 ‘TorsELL Four-f. Beasts (1658) 372 Men armed with 
shields, and fortified all over with thongs of leather. 1669 
Boyire Contin. New Exp. ut. (1682) 21 A little [air] brake 
into the Reciever..because I had neglected to fortifie the 
cover with Turpentine. 1697 Porter Axtig. Greece U1. xv. 
(1715) 130 The whole Fabrick..was fortified with Pitch to 
secure the Wood from the Waters. 1706 Hearne Codlect. 
7 Feb., Being us’d to fortifie himself against weather by..a 
thick Robe. 1798 W. Biair Soldier's Friend 31 Ingenious 
modes of fortifying shoes, and rendering them water-proof. 
1803 WELLINGTON 20 Jan. in Gurw. Desf. I. 397 Kegs of 
six gallons each, well fortified with iron hoops. 1850 Merti- 
VALE Rom. Emp. (1865) I. v. 193 Camillus .. fortified the 
shield with a rim of metal. 

2. To impart strength or vigour to (the body, its 
organs, or powers, +a plant); to give (a person, 
oneself) strength or endurance for some effort. 

14.. Lypc. & Burcu Secrees 1959 Wyn... ffortefieth the 
heete in the body natural. 1578 Lyte Dodoevs 11. \xxi, 241 
It doth fortefie and strengthen the harte. 1686 W. Harris tr. 
Lemery’s Course Chent. Ui. xxii. (ed. 3) 624 The Turks will 
take of it [opium] to the bigness of a hazle Nut to fortifie 
themselves when they are going to fight. 1691 Ray Creation 
Ded. (1704) 3 To fortifie you in your Athletic Conflicts. 1719 
Lonpon & WisE Compl. Gard. 212 We endeavour to fortifie 
it, and make it grow big all Summer, by watering and crop- 
ping it. 1849 CLaripce Cold Water-cure 42 Cold water, 
as a beverage, fortifies the stomach and intestines. 1865 
Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. xiii, Mr. Inspector hastily fortifying 
himself with another glass. 

+3. To render more powerful or effective; to 
strengthen, reinforce with additional resources or 
co-operation; to garrison (a fortress); to provide 
(an army, etc.) with necessaries. Ods. 

1470-85 Matory Avthury 1. xviii, They had..moo than 
eyght thousand for to fortyfye alle the fortresses in the 
marches of Cornewaylle. 1480 Robt. Devyll in Thoms 
Prose Rom. 6 He ever prayed to God to send hym a chyld 
..to multyply and fortyfy his lynage. 1523 Lp. BerNERS 
Froiss. 1, \xxii. 94 The countesse. .fortifyed all her garisons 
of euery thyng yt they wanted. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen, 
VI (an. 31) 165 He fortified Burdeaux with Englishmen and 
i 1612 WoopaLL Surg. Mate Wks, (1653) 190 It 
fortifieth the other medicines, and doubleth their forces. 1670 
Corton Z£sfernont. 1.69 The Inhabitants of the Suburbs of 
St. Germains were order’d to slip in to fortifie the attempt. 
ryor Swirt Contests Nobles § Cont. Wks. 1755 1. 1. 11 They 
admitted three thousand into a share of the government ; 
and thus fortified, became the cruellest tyranny upon record. 
1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 28, I fortified myself 
with the French captain, and the supercargo. 

b. To arm, strengthen with weapons. Cf. 7. rave. 

171z Appison Sfect. No. 121 P 3 That great Variety of 
Arms with which Nature has differently fortified the Bodies 
of several kind of Animals, suchas Claws, Hoofs, and Horns, 

4. To strengthen (liquors) with alcohol. 

1880 Act 43 & 44 Vict. c.24 § 70 Any spirits warehoused.. 
may be used in the warehouse for fortifying wines. 1894 
C. N. Rostnson Brit. Fleet 142 In 1869 the present practice 
of fortifying the [lime] juice with rum was resorted to, 

5. a. To strengthen mentally or morally; to 
endow with immaterial resources ; to impart forti- 
tude to; to cheer, encourage. 

1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dzcfes 19 It apparteigneth to 
euery man .. to seke science and ther with to fortiffie hym 
hauyng a good eye vpon his enemyes. 1573 Barer Adv. 
F 948 To haue a hart fortified with wisedome. @ 1586 SIDNEY 
Arcadia 1. (1629) 111 Which .. so greatly fortified her 
desires, to see that her mother had the like desires. 1699 
Locke Educ. § 70. 100 A young Man, before he leaves the 
shelter of his Father’s House, should be fortified with 
Resolution to secure his Vertue. 1751 JoHNSON Rambler 
No. 155 P 8 Every delay gives vice another opportunity of 
fortifying itself by habit. 1761 Hume Hist. Hug. II. xxiii. 
69 The king .. fortified by this unsuccessful attempt to 
dethrone him. #1794 Gippon Z2 viii. (1839) 238 Timidity 
was fortified by pride. 1865 M. Arnotp ss. C77#. vii. (1875) 
269 Their courage was fortified by a fervent prayer. 

b. To confirm, corroborate, add support to (a 
statement, etc.). Zo fortify oneself: to confirm 
one’s statement, etc. + Also (rarely) intr. for refl. 

c1449 Precock Rep~r. 285 To fortofie and strength the 
same badde answere. 1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 164/1 
That glose he would haue fortified .. with another worde of 
Christ. c1532 Dewes /utrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 1063 My lorde 
the President fortifyeng sayd that we be nat bounde by the 
lawe to say. 1678 Zrans. Crt. Spain 5 To fortifie his 
Reasons, he sent us a Manifesto, 1833 Hr. Marrinrau 
Loom & Lugger u. v. 96 A distinct charge is brought 
against you, fortified by particulars, 1847 Emerson Rep. 
Men, Plato Wks. (Bohn) I. 295 If he made transcendental 
distinctions, he fortified himself by drawing all his illustra- 
tions from sources disdained by orators. 

+6. zntr. To gain strength, grow strong. Ods. 

1608 Bacon Adv. Learn. 1. xxii. § 6 How they [the 
affections] gather and fortify. 1658 Evetyn /™ Gard, 
(1675) 165 Leaving the least to bear seed, and that the plant 
may fortifie. 1660 SHarrock Vegetables 126 Bind up..the 
strongest and forwardest first, letting the other fortifie. 

II. To strengthen against attack. 

7. trans. To provide (a town or its walls) with 
defensive works; to protect with fortifications. 

1436 Pol, Poems (Rolls) 11. 166 To fortefye anone he dyd 
devyse Of englysshe townes iij. 1485 Caxton Chas. Gt. 
(1880) 165 The walles of that cyte ben fortefyed with towres. 
1582 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E, Ind. Wii. 
120 All their houses well fortified with sundry trenches round 
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about. 1611 Bisie /sa, xxii. 10 The houses haue yee broken 
downe to fortifie the wall. 1759 Rosertson H7st. Scot. 1. 
11.152 These were immediately commanded to fortify Leith. 
1816 KratincE 7vav. (1817) I, 86 It is environed with walls, 
but not regularly fortified. 1893 Academy 13 May 411/2 
The opposite bank .. was admirably fortified. 

transf. 160r HoLLtanp Pliny I. 111 This isle is fortified 
with the mount Prion. 1705 Appison //aly 8 A Rock that 
runs out into the Sea, and is well fortify’d by Nature. 1726 
Leoni tr. A dbertz’s Archit. 11. 121/1 A Pier. .to fortifiea Port. 

Jig. 1548 Hatt Chron., Rich. IIT (an. 3) 42b, Realmes 
and countries are fortified and munited with a double 
power. 1644 Mitton A7eop. (Arb.) 50 Shut and fortifie one 
gate against corruption. 1775 JoHNSON Zax. xo Tyr. 31 
His house is fortified by the law. 1850 Merivace Rove. 
Emp, (1865) I. ix. 355 He.. fortified his position against the 
malevolence of a future consul. 

8. To surround (an army, oneself) with defences ; 
to put in a position of defence. 

1848 Hat Chzon., Hen. V (an. 3) 48 b, The fotemen were 
hedged about with the stakes..This device of fortifiyng an 
army was at this tyme fyrst invented. 1590 MARLOWE 2xd 
Pt. Tamburl. m. ii, Vl have you learn. .the way to fortify 
your men, 1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville III. 47 Here 
they proceeded to fortify themselves. 

9. intr. To erect fortifications; to establish a 
position of defence. 

1570-6 LAMBARDE Peramb. Kent (1826) 185 Sailing up the 
River of Thamise, he fortifieth at Middleton. c1600 Sir R. 
Cecit Let. in Naunton /ragm. Reg. (Arb.) 61 They will 
first fortifie and learn the strength of the Rebels. 19774 
Pennant Your Scotl. in 1772. 293 No people will give them- 
selves the trouble of fortifying amidst the security of friends. 
a1885 U.S. Grant Personal Men. 1, 331 The enemy was 
fortifying at Corinth. 

transf. and fig. 1591 Lyty Endymz.1. iii, I will withdraw 
myselfe to the river, and there fortifie for fish. c1600 SHAKS. 
Sonn. \xiii, For such a time do I now fortifie Against con- 
founding Ages cruell knife. 

Hence Fo'rtifying p//. a. 

1863 W. B. JerroLtp Sign. Dis/vess 22 Soup, made of sound 
and fortifying materials. 1872 Bacenor Physics § Pol. 
(1876) 217 The fortifying religions .. those which lay the 
plainest stress on the manly parts of morality. 

Fortifying (fputifoiin), dl. sd. 
+-InG1,] The action of the vb, Fortiry. 


gerundially with omission of 27. 

1880 Hottypanp Teas. Fr. Tong, Fortifiement, a fortify- 
ing. 1719 De For Crusoe I. iv, I laid aside..my building, 
and fortifying. 1774 S. Cooper in Franklin’s Wks. (1887) 
V. 364 The entrance into this town is now fortifying by the 
soldiery. 1820 Scorespy Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 191 Fortify- 
ing, is the operation of strengthening a ship’s stern and 
bows. 1832 J. H. Newman Le?z¢. (1891) I. 287 Lying down 
is an instant specific for it [sea-sickness], and eating, a cer- 
tain alleviation and fortifying against it. 1866 Gro. Evior 
F. Holt (1868) 40 Sir Maximus Debarry who had been at 
the fortifying of the old castle. 

+b. concr. A fortification, defence. Ods. 

1523 Lp. Berners /oiss. I. cclxxxiii. 422 The fote men.. 
beate downe the fortifyeng and barryers. 1553 BRENDE 
Q. Curtius vit. 1338 b, The King of Scythia .. iudging y* the 
fortifieng vpon the ryuers side, shuld beasa yoke to his neck. 
1573 Barret Adv. F 950A proppe, a fortifying . fudcimentum. 

+ Fortiht, v. Ods. (early ME.) [OE. foriyh- 
tan, f. For- pref.l + tyhtan to draw.) trans. To 
draw aside (to evil) ; to seduce. 

a1000 “lene 208(Gr.) Swa se ealda feond..leode fortyhte. 
c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 87 Seuene odre gostes .. fortehten 
hit [pat child]. /dzd. 107 Pe deuel mid his fortihtinge bringed 
unnut bonc on mannes hearte. 

Fortilage, fortiless, obs. ff. of ForTaLice. 

+ Fortin, 5d. Ods. [a. F. fortin, dim. of fort : 
see Fort sd.] A small fort; a field-fort. 

1706 Puiuirs (ed. Kersey), Mortin, or Field-fort. 1721-36 
in Battey. 1744 HANMER conjecture in Shaks. 1 Hen. LV, 
11. iii. 55 Of palisadoes, fortins [1623 frontiers], parapets. 

+ Fortin, a. Obs. rave—'. [a. OF. fortin (used 
only of Samson), f. fort strong.] Strong. 

1340 Ayend. 204 Samson fortin. 

Fortingle, var. f. of FARTHINGDEAL, Obs. 

1721-36 in Baitry. 

For-tired: see For- pref! 6. 

Fortis (ffitis). [f. L. fortis adj., strong.] A 
variety of dynamite : see quot. 

1889 Major Cunpitt Dict, Explosives, Glycero-Nitre .. 
This explosive has been submitted for authorisation in this 
country under the name of ‘ Fortis’. 

|| Forti‘ssimo, adv. Music. [It. fortissimo, 
superl. of forte: see FortE.] Veryloud. (Abbre- 
viated #-, ffor., or fortiss.) Also quasi-ad7. 

1724 Short Explic. For. Words in Music 32 Fortissimo, 
is Extream loud. 1767 Sterne 7%. Shandy 1x. xi, Amen, 
cried my father, fortiss’mo. 1883 Miss Brappon Golden 
Calf I. ii. 50 If their pianissimo passages failed in delicacy, 
there was no mistake about their fortissimo. 1889 A ¢heneune 
6 Apr. 448/3 A splendid effect being gained by the sudden 
entry of the combined chorus jortissi#zo to the words 
* Hosannah ! Lord of Lords !’” 

[Fortition, spurious word: see SorTrrI0N. ] 

Fortitude (fpatitivd). [a. F. fortitade, ad. L. 
Jortitido, {. fortds strong: see Forv @.] 

+1. Physical or structural strength. Ods. 

1583 Even 7veat. Newe Ind, (Arb.) 15.A beast. .excellinge 
all other beastes in fortitude and strength. 1591 SHAKS. 
x Hen. VI, u. i. 17 Dispairing of his owne armes fortitude. 
1604 — Oth. 1, iii. 222 The Fortitude of the place is best 
knowne to you. 1703 T. N. City §& C. Purchaser 50 Bond- 
ing of Brick-work..conduces very much to its Fortitude. 

2. Moral strength or courage. Now only in pas- 
sive sense: Unyielding courage in the endurance of 
pain or adversity. (One of the cardinal virtues.) 


[f. prec. 
Also 


FORTITUDINOUS. 


[c 1386 Cuaucer Pars. T. P 654 Agayns..Accidie..ther is 
a vertu that is called Fortitudo.] 1500-zo Dunbar Poems 
Ixviii. 77 Fortitude, prowdence, and temperance. 1609 BiBLE 
Cxcar} Zech. xiii, Comm., The Apostles fleing God recalled 
them, and streingthened them with fortitude. 1713 STEELE 
Englishm, No. 22. 144 Fortitude is the peculiar Excellence 
of Man. 1754 Mrs. DeLany Let, 10 Nov., The Duchess 
of Queensbury bears her calamity with great fortitude. 1818 
Hazuitr Zng. Poets ii. (1870) 27 Fortitudé does not appear 
at any time to have been the distinguishing virtue of poets. 
1848 Dickens Domébey vi. (C. D. ed.) 40 She could bear the 
disappointments of other people with tolerable fortitude. 

3. Astrol. A position or circumstance which 


heightens the influence of a planet; a dignity. 

1547 BoorpEe Astronamye Contents in /utrod. Knowl. 
(1870) Forewords 23 The iii{i]. capytle doth shew of the for- 
titudes of the planetes. 1695 Concreve Love for L. u. i, Sure 
the Moon is in all her Fortitudes, 

Fortitudinous (fpititiz-dinos), a. [f. L. for- 
titidin-em (see FORTITUDE) + -0US.] Endowed 
with or characterized by fortitude. 

1752 FietpinG Aelia Wks. 1775 X. 224 As fortitudinous 
a man as any in the King’s dominions. 1781 Gipson Decé. 
& F. ILI. lii. 262 These fortitudinous heroes are awed by the 
superior fierceness of the lions and tigers. 1878 Morey 
Carlyle 175 Right service performed in fortitudinous temper. 

Fortlet (fp utlet). Also 4, 6 fortelet. [f. Fort 
sb, + -LET. (In quot. 1330 it may be an error for 
forcelete or fortelece : see FORCELET, FORTALICE.)] 
A small fort. 

c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 4822 Hys pleyn 
londes he let hym haue, Bot his forteletes he dide saue. 
1538 Leranp /¢zz. VII. 55 A lytle poore Steple as a Fortelet 
fora Brunt. 1613 Sir H. Fincu Law (1636) 354 As if he 
that took them driue them to a Fortlet or Castle. 1781 
Justamonp Priv, Life Lewis XV, ILL. 372 The troops were 
employed in burning a fortlet, 1817 G, Cuatmrrs Pref, to 
Churchyard’s Chips, Murton’s Trag. 159 The master de- 
fended the donjon of the fortlet against the regent. 1859 
Times 26 Dec. 7/2 The new fortlets have been completed. 

Fortnight (f7itnoit). Forms: 3 furten-, 3-5 
fourte-, (5 fourtee-, fowerte-), 4-5 fourten-, 
fowrt(e-, 5-7 fo(u)rth-, 6 fourt-, (fortk-), 6- 
fort-: see Nicur. [Contracted form of OE, 
féowertyne niht fourteen nights. Cf. SENNIGHT. 
For the ancient Germanic method of reckoning by 
nights see Tacitus Germania xi.] 

1. A period of fourteen nights; two weeks. 

azooo Laws of Ina § 55 Ob Set feowertyne niht ofer 
Eastron. ¢ 1275 Lay. 25675 Nou his folle fourteniht [c 1205 
feowertene niht] pat he hire haueb i-holde forp riht. 13.. 
Guy Warw. (A.) 4236 Ala fourten nit sike he lay. ¢1440 
Generydes 5342 It passith not a fourthnyght sithe it was. 
1530 Patser. Introd. 20 It is but a senyghtes labour, or, at 
the moste,afourtnyghtes. 1639 Hamilton Papers (Camden) 
81, I shall make ane end of uhuat I can do in on fortnighte. 
c1720 Prior Case Stated 8 It wanted a fortnight to Bartle- 
mew-fair. 1879 FRoupE Cwsar viii. 69 During the brief 
fortnight of his seventh consulship. 

b. This day, Monday, + Monday was (a), etc. 
fortnight: a fortnight from (this day, etc.). 

1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 71 Y® tridde shal been y* sunday 
fowrtenytz aftere hestern. 1470-85 Matory Avrihur x. ii, 
I..haue remembraunce of your promyse that ye haue made 
with me to doo bataille with me this day fourtenyght, 1605 
Nottinghant Rec. 1V. 278 To be payd..1oli, this day fort- 
night. 1712 SreeLte Sect. No. 533 P 2 On Monday was 
fortnight it was my misfortune to come to London. 

+2. attrib.; occas. quasi-adj. = FORTNIGHTLY. 

1549 Latimer 4th Sern. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 120 There was 
thre wekes sessions at newgate, and fourthnyghte Sessions 
at the Marshialshy. 1563 Child Marriages (E.E. T. S.) 
59 At the fortnight end, he maried her not, but [etc.]. 

FOr gay, (fg'stnoitli), a. and adv. [f. prec. 
+-LY.] . adj. Wappening or appearing once in 
a fortnight. B. adv. Once in a fortnight. 

1800 Dundee Mag. Dec. Pref., He then published a Fort- 
nightly Magazine which was carried on for two years. 1820 
Lams Liia, Ser. 1. South-Sea Ho., His fine suite of official 
rooms .. resounded fortnightly to the notes of a concert. 
1854 H. Mitrer Sch. §& Schit. (1858) 325 The masons. .were 
paid fortnightly, 1881 d/acm. Mag. XLIII. 436/1 Fort- 
nightly Sunday concerts are to be given next season. 

+ Forto, fo'rt(e, prep. and con. Obs. [f. For 
prep.+ To prep.) 

A. prep. Till, until; up to, as far as, 

cx2z00 Trin. Coll, Hon. 33 Al mankin was wunende on 
muchele wowe. .forte bat ilke time bat [etc.]. @1225 Ancr. 
R, 38 ‘Aue Maria’, uort ‘Dominus tecum’, 1297 R. 
Grove, (1724) 463 Pe kyng..vorto Mydewynter ney byseged 
be emperesse. ¢1330 Arth. § Merl. 4796 That strengthe 
him last Fort arnemorwe. 1387 Trevisa A/igden (Rolls) II, 
25 Alle be woke longe, forto Saturday at none, 

b. In conjunctional phrase, Aort(e that: until. 

c1200 Trin. Coll, Hom. 51 Pe king of babilonie bilai be 

burh ierusalem, forte bat hit [=he it] wan. c1275 Lay. 
11518 Mauric verde yorp riht..forte that he come to Maxi- 
mian, ¢ 1330 Kizg of Tars 396 The mayden.. al niht lay 
and wepe Forte that day gon dawe. 1362 Lanat. P. Pl. A. 
vu, 2 A gyde, That mihte folwen us vch a fote forte that we 
come there. c1450 72o Cookery-bks. 114 Wash hem [peson] 
clene in cold water, fort that ye holys go of, 

B. conj. Till, until, 

c12z00 Trin. Coll, Hont. 23 For to be time cam pat he 
heregede helle. c1275 Lay. 7563 Alle dai was bat fiht forte 
hit were dorcke nipt. 13.. Guy Warw. (A.) 668 No grome 
louen y no may Fort he be kni3t. ¢1440 Marriage Serv. 
in Bk, Offices (MS. Hereford Cath. No. 45), Ich — take the 
— to my wedded wife. .forte deth us departe. ¢ 1450 Two 
Cookery-bks.11, 1x4 Nyma pond of ris, seth hem fort hit berste. 

+ Fortoggle, v. Ods. rarve—', [f. For- pref.! 


+ toglen, TOGGLE v.] trans. To distract. 
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a1300 Cursor M, 24606 Fortoglid [Gétt. fortugild] bus 
wit trei and tene. 


Fortoiled: see For- pref.! 6b. 

Fortoken, -told, -top, -touch: see Forr- 
TOKEN, etc. 

Fortorn, -tossed: see For- fref.| 5 b and 5. 


+ Fortravail, -vel, v. Obs. [f. For- pref. 
+ TRAVAIL v.] f¢vans. To exhaust with labour. 
€1305 St, Kenelm 314 in EZ. £. P. (1862) 56 Fortrauailled 
hy were sore: pat hi moste slepe echon. 1375 BARBouR 
Bruce ut. 326 The king saw that he .. wes for-trawaillyt. 
1496 Dives & Paup. (W. de W.) 1x, ii. 349/1 The fende.. 
thre houres togydre..fortrauayledhym, 1523 Lp. Berners 
Froiss, 1. xviil. 20 His men of warre..were meruailously 
fortrauailed. 1819 W. Tennant Pafpistry Storm’d (1827) 
129 The sutor-folk.. Wi’ flings fortravail’d and forfairn. 


+ Fortrea‘d, v. Obs. [OE. fortredan, f. For- 
pref + tredan to TREAD.] trans. To tread down, 
tread under foot; to destroy by trampling. 

cxo00 /Eirric How. Il. 90 Wegzferende hit [Sxt sed] 
fortreedon, cx200 7rin. Coll, Hom. 155 Sum of be sed... 
fel bi be wei, and was fortreden. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pars. T. 
P 116 In helle schulle bay be al fortrode of deueles. c1450 
Chester Pl. (Shaks. Soc.) II. 143 Eatinge over all that he 
coulde fonge The remnant he fore-treade. : 

Jig. C1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. pr. i. 85 It [vertue] is cast 
vndyr and fortroden vndyr the feet of felonos foolk. 

Fortress (fo-1trés), sd. Forms: 4-5 forteresse, 
Sc. fortrace, fortrass, 4 forceress (? read fort-), 
5-7 fortresse, 6 fortres, 4~ fortress. [a. OF. 
Jorteresse strength, a strong place, f. foré strong; 
a variant of, or parallel formation with, fortelesce 
Forranice,} 

1. A military stronghceld, fortified place; in mod. 
use chiefly one capable of receiving a large force ; 
often applied to a strongly fortified town regarded 
from a military point of view. 

13.. K. Adis. 2668 Wel they warden gatis alle, The 
fortresses and the walle. c1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
(Rolls) 7143 When he had alle bys forceresses .. Jyt he 
poughte [etc.]. ¢ 1430 Merlin 192 Kynge Arthur hadde wele 
garnysshed alle the forteresses of hys londe. 1553 T. Witson 
Rhet, Ep. Aj, Divers stronge Castels and Fortresses were 
peaceably gevenup, 1665 Mantey Grofius’ Low C. Warres 
759 There was a strong Fortress raised close by the City. 
1769 Rosertson Chas. V, II. 1. 90 Those in garrison at 
Goletta threatened to give up that important fortress. 1861 
M, Partison Zss. (1889) I. 45 Thick walls and turrets at the 
angles gave the whole the aspect and the reality of a fortress. 

transf. and fig. 1477 Hart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 104 The 
hertis of good peple ben the castell & forterescis of secretes, 
1513 More in Grafton Chroz. (1568) II. 757 Affection to- 
wardes hym, had bene to his noble children .. a merveilous 
fortresse and sure armor. 1603 R. Niccots Fux. Orat. Q. 
£liz., Her countrie was the fortresse of banisht men. 1738 
Wes.ey Psailnis xvili.t My Rock and Fortress is the Lord. 

2. attrib. and Comb.: a, simple attrib., as fortress- 
company, -engineer; bb. appositive, as fortress- 
chapel, -rock, -tomb; @. instrumental, as fortress- 
guarded adj. 

1838 Miss Parpor River §& Desert II. 52 The *fortress- 
chapel of Nétre-Dame-de-la-Garde. 1893 Daily News 
24 Jan. 5/7 A garrison company of artillery, a *fortress 
company of engineers, 1894 West. Gaz. 4 Oct. 4/3 A com- 
pany of *fortress engineers. 1887 Pal/ Mall G. 24 Jan. 1/2 
Across the *fortress-guarded frontier. 1838 Miss Parpog 
River §& Desert I. 218 Our *fortress-rock of Gibraltar. 1835 
Witus Pencillings I. xii, go, I crossed the Tiber at the 
*fortress-tomb of Adrian. 


Fortress (fp'strés), v. [f. prec. sb.] trans. To 
furnish with a fortress or fortifications; to protect 


with or as with a fortress. Chiefly ¢ransf. and fig. 

1542 Brecon Pathw. Prayer Wks. (1564) 68a, Hitherto 
I haue fortressed this my treatise with the sayinges of y® 
godly learned Doctors, 1545 Jove 42, Dan. xii. 232 
‘That holy hyghe mount of Sion, well fortreced and turretted. 
1546 in Strype Zcc?. Mem. 1. lii. 390 Our most puissant .. 
King fortressed his most flourishing monarchy .. with all 
things that aman can invent. 1602 Marston Avt. & Med. 
Induct., So impregnably fortrest with his own content. 
1652 Wuarton tr. Rothmann's Chiromancy Ded. Wks. 
(1683) 2 Learning is best Fortress’d of those by whom she 
is most understood. 1848 LowELt Biglow P. Poems 1890 
II. 34 Want was the prime foe these hardy exodists had to 
fortress themselves against. 1857 /raser's Mag. LVI. 499 
Those grassy banks that fortressed him and his household 
from the rage of waters. 

Hence Fortressed //. a., Fo'rtressing vd/. sd. 

1542 Brecon David's Harp Wks. (1564) 159b, There 
was no kyngdom so inuincible, strong, and fortressed, but 
that he .. was able easly to ouercome. 1624 CHAPMAN 
Homer's Hymn Venus Wks. (1858) 95 Venus, that owes in 
fate the fortressing Of all maritimal Cyprus. 18.. LowEtt 
To Garrison Poet. Wks, 18090 I. 284 The lesson taught of old 
.. In our single manhood to be bold, Fortressed in conscience. 
1895 Religuary Oct. 194 The stern, severe, massive for- 
tressed work of their sister city, Florence. 

+ Fort-roy:al. Ods. [f. Forr+Royat a. Cf. 
Fr, bastion royal a great bastion.] Some kind of 
fort of great size and strength: see quot. 1706. 

1645 N. Stone EZxchir. Fortif. 39 To convert a Square 
Fortresse. .intoa Fort-Royall. 1672 Essex Papers (Camden) 
I. 4 Kinsale might haue a Forte Royall erected on it [the 
Harbour]. 1706 Puituirs (ed. Kersey), Hort Royal, a Fort 
that has 26 Fathoms for the Line of Defence. 

Jig. 1650 Huppert Pill Formality 12 Hypocrisie is the 
devils Fort-Royai. 1681 Whole Duty Nations 36 To ac- 
knowledge this Union the Fort-Royal against the hostile 
Invasions of Popery. 


+ Fortuit, a. Obs. Also 7 -ite. [a. F. fortuit, 
ad. L. fortuctus: see Forrurrous.] Fortuitous. 





FORTUNACY. 


¢ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. v. pr. 1. 117 (Camb. MS.) Fortuit 
hap. 1530 Patscr. /z¢vod. 16 Utterly fortuyt and done by 
chaunce. 162x Burton Anat. Mel. u. iii. v, False feares 
and all other fortuit inconueniences. 1668 M. CasauBon 
Credulity (1670) 15 That the world was made by a fortuit 
concourse of Atomes. 

Hence + Fortuitness. 

1642 Sir K. Dicsy Observ. Religio Medici (1659) 18 For- 
tuitnesse or Contingency of things. 

+ Fortui‘tion. Obs. vare—'. 

ax1641 Br. Mountacu Acts §& Mon. (1642) 417 They in- 
ferred fate, fortuition..and co-incidency of all things. 

Fortuitism (fpitizitizm). [f. Forrurr-ous 
+ -IsM.] The belief that adaptations in nature 
are produced by natural causes operating ‘ for- 
tuitously ’. So Fortwitist, one who believes in 
fortuitism. 

1881 St. Fanes’s Gaz. 14 Apr. 13/1 There will always 
be teleologists, no doubt, and there will always be fortuitists 
(if we may coin a needful correlative term); but. . Professor 
Mivart’s teleology now so nearly approaches Mr. Darwin’s 
fortuitism that [etc.]. 1890 Univ. Rev. 15 June 239 In 
assigning the lion’s share of development to the accumula- 
tion of fortunate accidents, he tempted fortuitists to try and 
cut the ground from under Lamarck’s feet. 


Fortuitous (fpitizites), a. [f. L. fortwit-us, 
f, forte by chance, f. fors chance + -ous.] That 
happens or is produced by fortune or chance; acci- 
dental, casual. Lortuztous concourse of atoms: see 
Concourse 3. JSortuztows event (Law): see quot. 


18506. 

1653 H. More Antid, Ath, 11. xv. (1712) 135 This Argu- 
ment against the fortuitous concourse of Atoms, 1712 
Appison Sect. No. 293 P 4 The highest Degree of it 
[Wisdom] which Man can possess, is by no means equal 
to fortuitous Events. 1806 Ferrowes tr. M/zlton’s and 
Def, Wks. (Bohn) I. 240 This extraordinary kindness .. 
cannot be any fortuitous combination. 1823 Scort Peveril 
Pref. Let., A fortuitous rencontre. 1856 Bouvier Amer. 
Law Dict., Fortuitous event, a term in the civil law to 
denote that which happens by a cause which cannot be 
resisted .. Or it is that which neither of the parties has 
occasioned or could prevent. 1865 Pad/ MallG. 27 Oct. 6 
The epithet he [Lord Palmerston] applied to the coalition of 
parties against him on the China question in 1857—‘a fortui- 
tous concourse of atoms’. 1877 Sparrow Sevmz, xviii. 241 
Neither fortuitous nor necessitated, but entirely under the 
governmental control of the great and good God. 

absol, 1855 H. Spencer Princ, Psychol. w, ii. (1872) I. 
408 All grades, from the necessary to the fortuitous. 

Fortuitously (fpstiditosli), adv. [f. prec. + 
-LY 2.] Ina fortuitous manner, by chance. 

a 652 J. Smitu Sed, Disc. vi. viii. (1821) 258 This gift was 
not so fortuitously dispensed as to be communicated without 
any discrimination of persons. @1711 Ken Hymnotheo 
Poet. Wks. 1721 III. 97 Wiles, Trech’ry, Lies, Guilt, Flat- 
tery, Deceit, Like Atoms here fortuitously meet. 1871 
TynvaLt Fragm. Sc, (1879) Il. v. 64 Atom is added to 
atom..not boisterously or fortuitously. 

Fortuitousness (fpitizitesnés). [f. as prec. 
+ -NESS.] The quality of being fortuitous; acci- 
dent, chance, fortuity. 

1652 GAULE Magastrom. 132 How have men been cruci- 
fied betwixt inevitable fatation and undeterminate fortui- 
tousness ! 1798 W. TayLor in Monthly Rev. XXVII. 580 
Whether the personages were brought together .. by the 
pretended fortuitousness of a nicely contrived probability. 
1844 V. Brit. Rev. I. 116 They allow them to be guided by 


no accident or fortuitousness. " 
[irreg. f. L. fortuztus : 


Fortuity (fpitiziti). 
see Forrurrous and -1ry.] Fortuitous character, 
fortuitousness; accident, chance; an accidental 
occurrence. Occasionally used for: Appearance 
of fortuitousness or unstudiedness. 

«1747 D. Forses /ucredulity 80 How they can be sure, 
that those deserved judgments were the effect of mere 
fortuity. 1790 Patey Hore Paul. Wks. 1825 III. 194 
Forgeries confirming and falling in with one another by a 
species of fortuity, 1829 I, TAytor Zv¢hus. vi. (1867) 110 
It is by the fortuities of life that the religious enthusiast is 
deluded. 1860 REavE Cloister & H. 11. 245 One of the 
company, by some immense fortuity, could read. 1860 Gxo. - 
Exior Azl? on FU. 1. vii, She looks..at her bracelets, and 
adjusts their clasps with that pretty studied fortuity which 
[etc.]. 1885 J. Martineau Types Eth. Th. (1886) II. 11. i. 
372 Nothing that might not happen ina universe of fortuity. 

+ Fortunable, ¢. Ods. [a. OF. fortunable 
(‘ unfortunate’, Godef.): see FoRTUNE and -ABLE.] 

1. Favoured by fortune, fortunate. 

¢1470 Harvinc Chron. ccxxv. ii, The lord Wiloughby, 
full fortunable. 1486 Bk, St. Albans, Her. Aiij, He the 
wich berith in his Cote armur that stone, fortunable of 
Victori in his kinges battayl shall be. 1556 Aurelio § /sad, 
(1608) B, It behoveth that suche persons be well fortunable. 

Bringing good fortune, lucky. 

c1465 Pol. Rel. §& L. Poems (1866) 3 There was neuer 
birde brede vnder be stone More fortunable in a felde pan 
pat birde hath be. 1513 Douctas 4nezs 1. xi. 75 We the 
beseik, this day be fortunable To ws Tirianis. 

3. Pertaining to fortune or chance, fortuitous. 

1g09 Barcray Shyp of Folys (1570) 46 Thus is that man 
voyde of all intelligence Whom fortune fedeth with chaunce 
fortunable. 1606 Brysxetr Civ. Life 253 Such things as 
are subiect to change; and may be and not be; may be 
done or not done; and (when al Is said) are fortunable. 

Hence + Fo'rtunably adv., by fortune. 

1555 Asp. Parker Ps. (1556) Civ, If by chaunce thou 
fallest amonges thyne enemies, and yet hast fortunably 
escaped them. 

+Fortunacy. Ods. [f. Fortunate a.: see 
-Acy.] Fortunateness, good fortune. 

1580 LopcE Fore. § Prisc. (Shaks. Soc.) 94 The fortunacie 
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of Forbonius is..unfortunate for thy selfe. 1624 [T. Scotr] 
Vox Celi 29 Ending these warres with more fortunacie, 

+ Fortunary. Ods.—' [f Fortune sd. + 
-ARY.] One who deals in fortunes, a fortune-teller. 

1652 GauLE Magastrom.147 And why doe our Fataries 
and Fortunaries so confound them: especially in their 
prognostications or predictions? 

Fortunate (ff tinct), a. (and sb.) Also 4-5 
fortunat, 5 fortenat. [ad. L. fortiinat-us, f. for- 
tiinare (see FORTUNE 7v.).] 

1. Favoured by fortune ; possessed of or receiving 
good fortune; lucky, prosperous. Said of persons ; 
also, of an enterprise, event, etc. Const. Zo and zz/, 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Nun's Priest’s Prod. 1o Whan a man.. 
clymbeth vp and wexeth fortunat, 1390 GowER Comf. III. 115 
He shall be..fortunate to marchandy. c1430 Lypc. Min. 
Poems 37 Wold God of myhte, I had be borne, by influence 
hevenly, So fortunate, that [etc.]._ 1314 Barnerince in Ellis’ 
Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. 1. 232 Which [enterprise] I shall besiche 
the blisside Trynitie to make fortunate. 1603 KNottEs Hist, 
Turks (1621) 13 Their attempts more desperate .. and their 
success fortunater. 1607 Suaks. Cor, IV. iii. 39, 1 am most 
fortunate, thus accidentally to encounter you. 1647 CLAREN- 
pon Hist, Reb. 1. § 70 Nor was he very fortunate in the 
election of those Dependants. 1705 J. Pumirs Blenheine 48 
Burleigh (fortunate .. to serve The best of Queens), 1830 
D'Israeui Chas, 7, III. vii. 150 [He] was fortunate enough 
to save himself by flight. 1849 Macautay W7st. Eng. I. 171 
He..might think himself fortunate when [etc.]. 

transf. 1870 LowELL Study Wind. 335 Authors who. .have 
written one or two pieces so facile in thought and fortunate 
in phrase as to be carried lightly in the memory. 

b. Fortunate Islands (=. Fortunate Insule), 
fabulous isles of the Western Ocean, the abode of 
the blessed dead. Also fig. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 32t The Vles Fortunate. 
1553 Even 7reat. Newe Ind. Contents, The fortunate 
Ilandes, otherwyse called the Ilandes of Canaria. 1639 T. 
Bruais tr. Camus’ Mor. Relat. 273 Keepe his course to- 
wards the fortunate [lands of Parmenes favour, 

2. Bringing or presaging good fortune; auspicious, 
favourable, lucky. 

¢1391 CHAucER Astro/. u. § 4 They wol caste that thei 
have a fortunat planete in hir assendent. 1582 BENTLEY 
Mon. Matrones 1. 5 Thou..also hast giuen vnto mee the 
right fortunate gift of grace. 1676 Litty Guide Astrol. 75 
To consider in Nativities .. if a Fortune fortunate and no 
way afflicted be in the seventh. 174: MippLETON Cicero 
I. i. 20 Postumius .. proclaming it to be a fortunate omen. 
1841 LanE Arad. Nits. 1. 68 Thursday and Friday are con- 
sidered fortunate. 1849 MacauLay Hist. Eng. I. 154 It 
ought to be considered as a most fortunate circumstance 
that [etc.]. 1880 Mrs, Forrester Roy § V. 1, 11 ‘ This is 
fortunate’, she cries gaily. 

3. a. adsol. passing into a 5d. (See next sense.) 

1655 StantEy /7st. Philos. 1. (1701) 29/1 The rich is more 
able to satisfie his desires .. yet the fortunate excels him. 
1710 STEELE J7atler No. 202 P 5 Each coming upon the 
same Errand, to know whether they were of the Fortunate 
in the Lottery. 1776 Gipson Decd, & F. I. xv. 379 The 
fortunate are satisfied with the possession of this world. 

b. 5d. (with g/.) A fortunate person or thing; 
esp. in Astro/. a fortunate planet, sign, etc. 

1614 Tomxis Albuwmazar v. i, Search your Natiuitie: 
see if the Fortunates And Luminaries bee in a good Aspect. 
1655 H. VauGcHan Svlex Scint. (1858) 37 Marriage of all 
states Makes most unhappy, or most fortunates. 1894 
W. B. Harte in Avena (Boston) June 3 The colony of 
fortunates whom Almighty God sent ready booted and 
spurred to ride over the millions. 


+ Fortunate, v. Ods. Also 6 ga. pple. fortun- 
ate. [f. L. fortindat-, ppl. stem of fortiindre: see 
FORTUNE v. and -ATE3,] ¢rans, To make fortunate, 


give good fortune to, prosper. Also adsol. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 180 Let sowe hit on, and God 
hit fortunate. 1535 SuHaxton Let. Cromwell in Strype 
Eccl. Mem. \. App. |xi. 152 [I] shall rejoyce that God hath 
fortunate my writing. 161z Sprep Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. xiii. 
(2632) 730 These petty braues thus giuen to the King, were 
farther fortunated with a little victory. 1647 Litty Chr. 
Astrol. xxvii. 169 If the Lord of the third fortunate the 
Lord of the second .. he will be assisted in procuring an 
Estate. 1792 Sipty Astrology I. 18 Some heavenly influ- 
ence .. that .. fortunateth or infortunateth by mistake of 
words, signals, or acts. 

+Fortunateling. Ods. [f. Forrunate a.+ 
-LinG.] A favourite of fortune. 

1605 A. Warren Poor Man's Pass. cxvii, Succour and 
meanes of maintenance to mee, The..ayre, the woods, and 
waters giue, Though Fortunatelings hate it so to bee. 


Fortunately (f7:1tiemnctli), adv. [f. Fortunate 
a. + -LY2,.] In a fortunate manner; by or with 
good fortune, happily, luckily, successfully. In 
mod. use often qualifying the whole sentence, inti- 
mating that the fact stated is fortunate. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. V (an. 4) 54 After this victorye 
fortunately obteined. 1600 Hottanp Livy u. xvi. (1609) 54 In 
that yeare the Romanes fought with the Sabines fortunatelie 
[dene pugnatum), 168x DrypEen Ads. § Achit. 51 These 
Adam-wits, too fortunately free, Began to dream they 
wanted Liberty. 1706 Maute Hist, Picts in Misc. Scot. 
I. 16 The Roman Emperors who warred fortunatly against 
them. 1794 Parey Zv7d, I. 1.1. iv. 82 When, fortunately 
for their preservation, they were not found at home. 1796 
Morse Amzer. Geog. I. 122 Fortunately, Lord De la War.. 
met them the day after they had sailed. 1855 Mortry 
Dutch Rep. (1864) I, 17x As vacillating and incompetent a 
statesman as he was prompt and fortunately audacious in 
the field. 1860 Tynpatt Glac. 1. xi. 72, I fortunately 
possessed a box of wax matches. 


Fortunateness (fp-itizénctnés). [f. as prec. 
+ -NESS.] The quality or state of being fortunate. 
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1530 Patscr. 222/2 Fortunatnesse, bzexhevreté. 1880 
Sipney Arcadia (1622) 117 Whose greatest fortunatenesse is 
more vnfortunate, then my sisters greatest vnfortunatenesse. 
1664 Marvett Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 122 The fortunateness 
of his Armes. 1825 CoreripGE A7ds Refl. (1848) I. 30 
Felicity, in its proper sense, is but another word for for- 
tunateness, or happiness. 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 1x. 
x. §9. 308 A sign of fortunateness. 


+ Fortuna‘tion. Os. [f. FoRTUNATE a. or v.: 
see -ATION.] The action of making fortunate, the 
being favoured by fortune. 

¢ 1470 Harpine Chron. x1. ii, He..Reioysed highly of his 
fortunacion, 1727 BarLey vol. I1, Yor tunation, luckiness, etc. 

Fortune (fftizn), sd. Also 4-6 fortoun, 6 
fortun. [a.F. fortune (12th c. in Hatz.-Darm.), 
ad. L, fortizna, related to forti-, fors chance, and 
Jerre to BEAR.] 

1. Chance, hap, or luck, regarded as a cause of 
events and changes in men’s affairs. Often (after 
Latin) personified as a goddess, ‘the power sup- 
posed to distribute the lots of life according to 
her own humour’ (J.); her emblem is a wheel, 
betokening vicissitude. 


@1300 Cursor M. 32719 Dame fortune turnes pan hir 


quele And castes vs dun vntil a wele. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Troylus 1. 781 (837) Wele fynde I that Fortune is my fo. 
1390 GoWER Cow. III. 106 The chaunces of the worlde also, 
That we fortune clepen so, 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. m1, 
xxi. 218 As longe as fortune was for them. 1500-20 DuNBAR 
Poems xv. 44 To fecht with fortoun is no wit. 1593 SHAKs. 
3 Hen, VT, ww. iii. 47 Though fortune’s malice overthrow 
my state, My mind exceeds the compass of her wheel. 1683 
Hacke Collect. Voy. (1699) 1. 41 Yet fortune did not favour 
them. 1770 Funius Lett. xli. 212 Here..you have fortune 
on your side. 1849 Macautay Hzst. Eng. I. 497 When 
fortune changed .. his real propensities began to show 
themselves. 

b. Lr the name of fortune: see NAME. 

+e. phr. By fortune: by chance. Ufon for- 


tune: as it fell out. Obs. 

1390 Gower Conf. III. 152 The worldes good was first 
comune, But afterward upon fortune Was thilke comun 
profit cessed. c1400 Maunpev. (1839) xxvi. 267 Thoghe it 
happene, sum of hem, be Fortune, to gon out. @ 1533 Lp. 
Berners Gold: Bk, M. Aurel. (1546) C vj, Yf by fortune he 
falle. 1604 Suaxs. O7h, v. ii. 226 That Handkerchiefe.. 
I found by Fortune, and did giue my Husband. 

d. with a defining phrase added, as ¢he fortune 


of war, etc. 

1390 Gower Cou. III. 12 The fortune of every chaunce.. 
To man it groweth from above. 1484 Caxton Vadles of 
“sop Ww. xiv, When the toune is taken.. by fortune of 
warre. c1489 — Sonnes of Aymon xxiv. 524 By fortune 
of wedryng they were well eyght moneths vpon the See. 
@1833 Lp. Berners Huon lvii, x91 Fortune of y® se hath 
brought vs hyder. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 58 P 1 One who 
was his by the Fortune of War. 1827 HaLiam Const. Hist, 
(2876) II, x. 177 It remained only..to try once more the 
fortune of war. 

e. A soldier of fortune (see quots. 1802, 1810). 

(F. soldat de fortune is explained by Littré in the sense 
given in quot. 1810, but this meaning is rare in English). 

1661 Boyie Style of Script. (1675) 186 Like war which is 
wont as well to raise soldiers of fortune as to ruine men of 
fortune. 1685 SoutH Sev. (1823) I. 2x2 Every warrior 
may in some sense be said to be a soldier of fortune. 1775 
R. H. Lee in Sparks Corr, Amer. Rev. (1853) I. 13, I refer 
you to Mr. Frazer .. who goes to the camp a soldier of 
fortune. 1802 C. James Mzlit. Dict., Soldier of Fortune. 
During the frequent wars which occurred in Italy, before 
the military profession became so generally prevalent in 
Europe, it was usual for men of enterprise and reputation 
to offer their services to the different states that were en- 
gaged.. They afterwards extended their services, and under 
the title of soldiers of fortune fought for employment in 
every country or state that would pay them. 1810 Zd7d. 
(ed. 3) s.v. Fortune, A soldier of Fortune, a military man 
who has risen from the ranks by his own merit. 1850 Mrs. 
Jameson Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 338 A brave, reckless, 
profligate soldier of fortune. 1889 J. Corpetr AZonk xi. 156 
He [Monk] patiently resumed his unassailable position of 
the obedient and disinterested soldier of fortune. § __ 

+2. A chance, hap, accident; an event or incident 
befalling any one, an adventure. Ods. 

e33850 Will. Palerne 157 As pis fortune bi-fel bat i told of 
bi-fore. c1g00 Melusine xiii. 49 The Erle thought euer on 
Raymondyn. .that som ffortune he had fonde at the fontayne 
of Soyf. 1579 Fenton Guicciard.1. 26 That in all accidents 
and fortunes, that citie should not faile to minister to him. 
1596 Suaks. Tam. Shr. ut. ii, 23 What euer fortune stayes 
him from his word. 1655 Stantey Hist. Philos, 11. (1701) 
75/: Many other good Fortunes happening to the Athe- 
mians upon this day are Recorded by A‘lian, 1726 Adv, 
Capt. R. Boyle Pref. A iv, A Detail of Fortunes I have run 
through for many Years. 

+b. A mishap, disaster. Zo run a fortune 


(=F. courir fortune de); to run a risk. Obs. 

¢ 1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xxxii. 121 Wher they arryued 
in fewe dayes wythout eny fortune. c1500 Three Kings? 
Sans (E.E.'T.S.) 67 It was tyme nowe to leue of alle sorowe 
& lamentacion for any fortune that was befalle. 1627 
Lisander § Cal, u, 29, I had rather run a fortune in giving 
way unto your desire, than refuse you so small a matter. 

3. The chance or luck (good or bad) which falls 
to any one as his lot in life or in a particular affair. 
Also in fl. + Zxtreme fortune (=L. res extreme) : 


the last extremity. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, 11. metr. iii, 27 (Camb. MS.) Wol- 
thow thanne trusten in the tomblynge fortunes of men? 
2a1400 Morte Arth. 1177 Ne had my fortune bene faire, 
fey had I leuede! 1484 Caxton Fadles of sop 2 First 
begynneth the lyf of Esope with alle his fortune. 1523 Lp. 
Berners Froiss. I, ccccii. 698 He that hath any yuell fortune, 














FORTUNE. 


men wyll speke the worst therof. 1531 ELyot Governourn, ii. 
(1534) 100 b, It is no lyttell thyng to meruayle at, the maiestie 
showed in extreme fortune and mysery. 1582 N. Licne- 
FIELD tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. 5 b, ‘Vhanking God 
for their .. good fortune in this their first brunt of daunger. 
1598 Suaxs. Merry W, 1v. v. 48 To know if it were my 
Masters fortune to haue her, or no. 1607-12 Bacon Ess., 
Of Fortune, Chieflie the mould of a Mans fortune is in 
himself. 1699 Dampier Voy, II. 1. 22 It was my fortune to 
be at the Helm from 6 a Clock in the Evening till 8. 1726 
Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 125 The Women of Morocco, I mean 
all that I had the Fortune to see, were very handsome. 
1752 Hume Ess. & Treat. (1777) I. 3 Good or ill fortune is 
very little at our disposal. 1827 Hatta Const. Hist. (1876) 
III. xvi, 232 Scotland was now doomed to wait on the 
fortunes of her more powerful ally. 18532 THACKERAY 
Esmond u. iii, Some good fortune at last occurred to a 
family which stood in great need of it. 1874 Green Short 
Hist, ili. § 2, 121 On the fortunes of Philip hung the 
fortunes of English freedom, 
b. attributed to things, purposes, undertakings. 
1665 Boyte Occas. Ref. Pref. (1845) 34 They that would 
compleat the Good Fortune of these Papers. 1697 DryDEN 
Virg. Georg. wv. 132 And undecided leave the Fortune of 
the Day. 1769 Rosertson Chas. V, V. 1v. 367 The fortune 
of the day was quickly changed. 1880 McCartuy Ozwz 
Times IV. 1x. 324 The fortunes of the war were virtually 
decided in a day. . 
ec. phr. Zo try one’s fortune: to make trial how 
it will turn out (with the hope of its proving favour- 
able). Similarly (with mixture of senses 5, 6) 


to seek one’s fortune. 

1573 Barer Al, F 955, I will aduenture, or trie and seeke 
my fortune. 1700 S. L. tr. Fxyke’s Voy. E. Ind.13 Any 
one that hath a mind to see the Indies, and to try his 
Fortune. _@1745 Swirt (J.), His father dying, he was 
driven to London to seek his fortune. 1749 Fietpinc Tor 
Fones vu. x, To seek his fortune at sea, or rather, indeed, 
to fly away from his fortune on shore. ¢1790 WiLLock Voy. 
94 They thought proper to sail towards the western isles, 
and try their fortune a little longer. 

d. That which is to befall a person in the future : 
chiefly in phr. Zo ¢e// a person his fortune and Zo tell 
Jortunes (said of would-be seers). 

1375 Barsour Bruce iv. 640 For, or 3e pass, I sall 30w 
schaw Of 30ur fortoun a gret party. 1413 Pilgr. Sowwdle 
(Caxton 1483) 1v. v. 60 Alisandre..fond two trees, whiche 
trees told hym his fortunes. 1647 Cowiry Mistress, My 
fate 19 You, who men’s fortunes in their faces read. 1668 
Perrys Diary 11 Aug., This afternoon my wife and Mercer 
..to see the gypsies at Lambeth, and have their fortunes 
told. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2375/2 The Visier then de- 
manded, if he could tell his own Fortune? 1847 Marryat 
Childr. N. Forest xi, They were great thieves, and told 
fortunes, and played all manner of tricks. 

4. absol. (= good fortune) ; Good luck; success, 
prosperity. 

1390 GowER Conf. III. 166 ‘Though thou victoire have on 
honde, Fortune may nought stonde alwey. c1490 Adamz 
Bel & Clyy of Clough 429 in Ritson Anc. Pop. P. 21 Then 
went they to supper, Wyth such meat as they had, And 
thanked god of ther fortune. 1523 Lp. Berners /7oiss. 
I. xxix. 43 He was entred into such fortune and grace of 
the people. 1546 J. Heywoop Prov, (1867) 62 God sendeth 
fortune to fooles. 1596 Harincton Metam, Ajax (1814) 9 
A herald by great fortune found out his pedigree in an old 
church book, 1625 Bacon ss. Ep. Ded. (Arb.) 498 Your 
Fortune, and Merit both, haue been Eminent. @ 1698 TEMPLE 
Misc. 1. Wks. 1720 I, 163 This Terrestrial Globe. .has since 
been surrounded by the Fortune and Boldness of several 
navigators. 1855 Moriey Dutch Ref, 1. ii. (1866) 98 Saint 
Quentin being thus reduced, Philip was not more disposed 
to push his fortune. ; 

5. One’s condition or standing in life; often adso/. 
a prosperous condition, as in to make one’s fortune 
=to win a good position in the world. Also #7. 

1600 SHaxs. A. Y. L. 1. ii. 263 My pride fell with my 
fortunes. 1649 Mitton ikon. 14 A private conscience 
sorts not with a public Calling: but declares that Person 
rather meant by nature for a private fortune. 1677 DrypDEN 
State Innoc.v.1 No, he shall eat, and dye with me, or live: 
Our equal crimes shall equal fortune give. 1680 Otway 
Orphan i. i, Unable to advance her Fortune He left his 
Daughter to our Master’s care. 1683 Hacke Codlect. Voy. 
(1699) 1. 23 Had reason but ruled them, we might all have 
made our Fortunes. 1807-8 W. Irvine Salmag. xv. (1860) 
355 If you only makea great man laugh now and then, your 
fortune is made. 1886 Ruskin Prevterita I. v. 142 John.; 
went soon to push his fortune in Australia, 

6. Position as determined by wealth ; amount of 
wealth ; comcr, a person’s possessions collectively, 
wealth, ‘substance’; formerly also f/. in the 
same senses. A mam, etc. of fortune: one possess- 
ing great (usually inherited) wealth. Also (with 
aand /.) a stock of wealth, accumulated by an in- 
dividual or received by inheritance, as a marriage 
portion, etc.; ordinarily implying a somewhat 
ample amount. Phr. fo make a, one’s fortune. 

A small fortune (colloq.): used hyperbolically to designate 
the extravagantly large amount paid for some object of 
expenditure. : ‘ 

1596 Spenser /. Q. vi. ix. 30 For wisedome is most 
riches; fooles therefore They are which fortunes doe by 
vowes devize. 1601 Suaxs. Ad/’s Well 1. vii. 14 You haue 
shew’d me that which well approues Y’ are great in fortune. 
1604 — Oth. v. ii. 366 Seize vpon the Fortunes of the Moore. 
1606 — Azz. § Cl, 1. v. 49 Make thee a Fortune from me, 
1647 Crarenpon //ist. Red. 1. $123 He paid much too dear 
for his Wife’s Fortune, by taking her Person into the 
bargain. 1653 H. More Antid. Ath. Ep. Ded. (1712) 4 
Those ample Fortunes that Divine Providence has bestowed 
upon you. 1725 BerKetey Profosal Wks. III. 222 There 
is no prospect of making a fortune by this small trade. 
1732 — Alciphr.t. § 12 Men of rank and fortune. 1791 Mrs. 


FORTUNE. 


Ravcuirre Rom. Forest iii, A chevalier of family, but of 
small fortune. ?@ 1800 Soxg, ‘ My face is my fortune, Sir’, 
shesaid. 1836 Marryat Widsh. Easy xxii, Imagining them 
..to be young Englishmen of fortune on their travels. 1875 
Jowetr Plato (ed. 2) III. 39 They might have made large 
fortunes out of them. 1886 Sir J. Pearson in Law Rep. 
32 Ch. Div. 46 Every one of the partners is liable to the 
full extent of his fortune for all the debts incurred by the 
partnership. 

+7. Short for: A woman of fortune; an heiress. 

165s A. JouNson in Nicholas Papers (Camden) II. 251 
The Lady Bath (one of the greatest fortunes here). 1676 
D'Urrey Mad. Fickle m1. ii, She’s his Neece, a Widow, an 
approv’d fortune. 1711 STEELE Sect. No. 19 P 2 He 
is secretly married to a great Fortune. 1752 FIELDING 
Amelia u. ii, She certainly was handsome. .and a very con- 
siderable fortune. 1823 Byron Fan xt. xxxii. 

8. Astro/. A name for the planets Jupiter and 


Venus (see also quot. 1819). 

1671 Satmon Syz. Med. 1. viii. 22 A Planet is said to be 
a Fortune when he is conjoyned to the Fortunes or beseiged 
of them or their beams. 1679 Moxon Math. Dict., For- 
tunes, the two benevolent Planets 2/ and 9, by reason of 
their kind and friendly Nature. 1819 J. Witson Dict. 
Astrol.s.v., The Sun..The Moon and Mercury are likewise 
esteemed as fortunes when well aspected by 2/ and 9, and 
free from affliction. 18553 SMEDLEY Occzlt. Sc. 309 Jupiter, 
‘the greater fortune’. 

9. Comb., as fortune-maker; + fortune-bit, -curst, 
-proof, -trodden adjs. ; also fortune-book, ‘a book 
consulted to know fortune or future events’ (J.) ; 
+ fortune-flinger, amorous for FORTUNE-TELLER} 
+ fortune-speller = FORTUNE-TELLER; + fortune- 
stealer, one who runs off with an heiress; so 
+ fortune-stealing. 

1682 Mrs. Beun Czty Heiress 56 Was ever man thus 
*Fortune-bit, that he shou'd cross my hopes just in the 
nick? 1646 CrasHaw Love’s Horosc. 12 A Face, in whose 
each looke, Beauty layes ope loves *Fortune-booke. 1649 
G. Danie, Trinarch., Rich. IT, cxcvii, And ‘tis but onl 
Fooles are *Fortune-curst. 1642 SuHirtey S7sters 11. 1, 
More antics yet? What nation have we here? *Fortune- 
flingers! a 1616 Beaum. & FL. Bonduca 1. i, Are these the 
men that conquer by inheritance, The *fortune-makers. 
1656 DucHess or NewcastLe True Relat. Nature's Pict. 
383 And Misery hath tried us, and finds us *Fortune-proof, 
1652 GauLE Magastrom. 23 Away, then, with all.. Planet 
Prognosticators, and *fortune spellers! 1712 App1son SZect. 
No. 311 Px Those audacious young Fellows among us who 
commonly go by the name of *Fortune-Stealers. 1680 OTway 
Orphan Epil. 19 The next Sparks that go a *Fortune- 
stealing. 1622 H. Sypennam Ser. Sod. Occ. 11. (1637) 137 
Hee that’s *fortune-trodden. 

Fortune (ffitizn), v. Also 5 forteyn(e, 6 
forten, fortone. [a. OF. /fortune-r to assign 
fortune to, make fortunate, ad. L. fortindre to make 
fortunate, f. fortaina: see FORTUNE sé. ] 

+1. trans. To assign a (certain) fortune to (a 
person, affair, etc.) ; to allot, regulate, or control 
the fortunes of. Ods. 

1386 Cuaucer Axt.’s 7.1519 O stronge god..that..hast 
in euery regne and every lond Of armes al the brydel in thyn 
hond, And hem fortunest as thee list deuise. 1390 GowER 
Conf. 111. 361 With many an other mo, Which hadden be 
fortuned sore In loves cause. ¢1440 Generydes 1431 Atte 
last, as god wold fortune it. 1606 Suaxs. Azz. § CZ. 1. ii. 
77 Deere Isis, keep decorum, and Fortune him accordingly! 

+b. To ordain (a person), as his fortune or 
luck, 40 do something; to ordain (something) Zo 
happen, or that it shall happen. Ods. 

¢1430 Syr Gener. 1187 1f god you fortune oones come to 
elde. 1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 18 What day God fortune 
y' I desesse. 1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 371 
Gif God fortunit him to be on live. 1600 Farrrax Tasso v. 
xci, That Lord..Shall Fortune all your Actions well to speed. 

+e. in Astrol.: To ascribe a (certain) fortune to. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Prod. 419 Wel cowde he fortune the ascen- 
dent Of his ymages for his pacient. 1477 Norron Ord. 
Alch, v. in Ashi. (1652) 60 With Astrologie joyne Elements 
also, To fortune their Workings as theie goe. 
+d. To give good fortune to, make fortunate. 

14.. Lypc. Temple Glas 903, I myself also Shal pe fortune 
er pi tale be do. 

2. To endow with wealth or a fortune; to dower. 
(rare: cf. FortunED.) Also, to fortune off or 
out: to get (a daughter) off one’s hands by dower- 
ing her. 

1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) II. xxv. 166 He is to 
fortune her out toa young lover. 1835 Ta7?’s Mag. II. 31 
In order that they may save a few hundreds for fortuning 
off their girls. 1838 did. V. 253 They have dowered their 
wives, and fortuned their daughters. 188: Miss LaFFan in 
Macm. Mag. XLIV. 389 She grumbled. .over the expensive 
schooling of her two grand-daughters. ‘The money, in her 
opinion, would have been far better kept to‘ fortune them off’, 

+3. intr. Of events, etc.: To happen, chance, 
occur. Const. Zo, unto, or dative obj. Obs. 

¢1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 288 Swiche meruayles 
fortuned than. 1424 Paston Lett. No. 4 1. 14 What so ever 
fortunyd in the seyd pleynt. c¢1450 Cokwolds Daunce 168 
in Hazl. £. P. P. I. 45 Hym selfe, noble kyng Arthour, 
Hath forteynd syche a chans. 1532 Hervet Xenophon's 
Househ. (1768) 42 If any thynge fortuned well to vs, we 
gaue her parte of it. 1547 Boorpe Brev. Health ccl. 84b, 
The impedimentes whiche doth fortune to the synewes. 
1620 Krier Rush 23 This night hath fortuned to me a great 
aduenture. 1739 G. OcLE Gualth. § Gris. 104 All that 
fortunes, fortunes for the Best. 

b. impers. /¢ fortunes=it happens or befalls, 
Const. with clause; also fo, w7th (a person) or 


with dative obj. Also with omission of z¢. arch. 
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1462 J. Paston in P, Lett. No. 461 II. 115 It so fortuned 
your seid besecher cowd not performe the seid apoynte- 
ment. 1470-85 Matory Arthur ix. xvii, Hit fortuned me 
that I was a slepe in the wyndowe. cx1s00 Melusine xxiii. 
156 Sith it hath fortuned thus with me. c1510 Gesta Rom. 
Add. Stories (W. de W.) ii. 431 It fortuned after..yt he 
gaue batayll. 1590 Martowe Zdw. //, 1. 11. ii, How for- 
tunes that he came not? 1622 Bacon Hen. VII (ed. 
Lumby) 172 It so fortuned, that he was taken by pirates at 
sea. 18.. LowreLtt Dara Poet. Wks. (1879) 378 When it 
fortuned that a king more wise Endued the realm with brain 
and hands and eyes. 1886 Burton Arad. Nts. I. 14 So it 
fortuneth that I am toiling..while thou takest thine ease. 

+e. followed by odject and inf. (Sometimes a 
dative obj. ; sometimes the phrase is equivalent to 


L. acc. and inf., or to the subj.-clause in 3b). Ods. 

c 1420 Pol. Rel. §& L. Poems (1866) 204 A solom cite me 
fortunyd to fynde. 1487 W722 in Surrey Archeol. Collect. 
III, 163 At that auter before which it shall fortune me 
to be buried. 1508 Fisuer 7 Penit. Ps. i. Wks. (1876) 
32 It may also fortune a man to be sory for his synne. 
1577-87 Ho.insHep Chron. III. 1119/1 If it fortune no 
issue male to be borne of this matrimonie. 1591 SPENSER 
M. Hubberd 631 Therefore if fortune thee in Court to liue. 
1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1621) 1279 If hereafter it should 
fortune any detriment..to be by any man..done unto the 
Hungarians. 1628 Dicsy Voy, Medit. (1868) 3 If it should 
fortune each to loose other. f 

+4. With person or thing as subject: To happen 
or chance Zo de or ¢o do (something). Obs. 

1484 EZ. Z, Wills (1882) 134 All myne other goodes whatso- 
euer they fortune to be, in valour, 1521 FIsHER Sevm. agst. 
Luther Wks. (1876) 313 These daungerous tempestes of 
heresyes, whan so euer they fortune to aryse. 1570 THORNE 
Song, This world ts but a vanety vi. (1848), Yf thow fortune 
to be poore. 1658 BromuaLty Treat. Specters 11. 182 The 
Birth-day of the Emperor Augustus fortuned to fall on that 
very time. 1728 Pore Dunc. 1. 73 Here fortun’d Curll to 
slide. 1798 Younec Let. in Mem. Dalzel (1862) 163 The 
Dean himself fortuning to be absent. : 

b. To come by chance zon (something). xave-". 

1662 Evetyn Sczlfz. iv. 38 Albert Durer..had performed 
wonders both in Copper and Wood, had he once fortun’d 
upon the least notion of that excellent manner, which came 
afterwards to be in vogue. 

+c. ellipt. To chance to come Zo (a place). 
a1520 Foseph of Armathia 133 They fortuned toa countre 
of a tyraunt kene Called wales. 
d. To have a certain fortune, to fare. Ods. 

1513 BrapsHaw St. Werburge 11. 1830 Whan ye in trauel- 
yng vpon her do call.. Ye fortune and spede well. 

+ Fortune, adv. Obs. [Cf. Fortunn v. 3b 
and CHANCE sb. C.] Mayhap, haply, perchance. 

z813 More in Grafton Chvon. (1568) Il. 797 If..one ofhys 
tormentours might fortune breake his heade for marring of 
the play. a 1605 Montcomerie M7zsc. Poenzs vy. 56 30ur feet 
are not so sicker sett Bot fortun 3e may fall. 

Fortuned (ffitizmd), p47. a. Now vare. [f. 
Fortune sd, and v, + -ED.] Having fortune (of a 
specified kind); + also, =fortunate (ods.). Of an 
event: Characterized by a (specified) fortune. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Compl. Mars 180 My lady is..so wel for- 
tuned and thewed. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace vit. 685 A for- 
tonyt man. 1484 Caxton Fables of AZsop m1. iii, He that is 
wel fortuned and happy. — CzriaZis O fortuned men. 1606 
Suaks. Ant. § CZ.1v. xv. 24 The full-Fortun’d Cesar. 1887 
Saintssury Hist. Elizab, Lit. (1894) 202 The poisoning 
being like Juliet’s a mere trick though differently fortuned. 

b. Possessed of a ‘ fortune’ or portion. 

1631 SuirLtey Love in Maze 1.i, This Gerard is a gentle- 
man Of handsome parts, And, they say, fortuned. 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) I. xl. 299, I must go to him, 
and to his, as an obliged and half-fortuned person. 

Fo'rtune-hu:nter. One who seeks to win a 
fortune ; esp. one who tries to capture an heiress. 

1689 J. CarisLE (¢7¢/e), The Fortune Hunters, or two 
Fools well met,a Comedy. 1755 Gentil. Mag. X XV. 111 
Several Irish brigades .. may be formed out of those able 
bodied men which are called Fortune-hunters. 1838 Lytton 
Alice 1. 1. x. 36 If she were of our sex, [she] would make 
a capital fortune-hunter. 

So Fo'rtune-hu:nting vd/. sb. and fi. a. 

1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. v, There is no character more con- 
temptible than a man that is a fortune-hunter3 and I can 
see no reason why fortune-hunting women should not be 
contemptible too, 1793 Mrs. Exiza Parsons Woman as 
she should be II, 122 Poor Harry..is gone a fortune hunting 
to India. 1870 Lowett Among my Bhs. Ser. 1. (1873) 125 


[A] fortune-hunting count. 
+ Fortunel, a. Ods. [a. OF. fortunal, -el: 


see FoRTUNE sé. and -au.] Fortuitous, accidental. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, v. metr. i. 117 (Camb. MS.) The 
wateres I medlyd wrappith or implieth many fortunel [L. 
Jortuitos] happis or maneres. 

Fo'rtuneless, a. [f. Fortunn sd. + -1uss.] 
Without (good) fortune, luckless, unfortunate. 
Also, destitute of a ‘ fortune’ or portion. 

1596 SPENSER F. Q. Iv. viii. 27 Against all hard mishaps 
and fortunelesse misfare. 1669 Raleigh's Troud. in Select. 
Harl, Misc. (1793) 227 Being a person not full twenty years 
old, left friendless and fortuneless, 1836 /raser’s Mag. 
XIII. 314 Flaunting, fortuneless, over-educated girls. 1864 
HawtTuHorne Grimshawe iv. (1891) 41 The utilitarian line of 
education. .especially desirable for a fortuneless boy, 


Fo'rtune-te:ller. [See Forrunr 56. 3d.] 
One who ‘tells fortunes’. 

1590 SHaks. Com. Err. v. i. 239 One Pinch..A thred-bare 
Iuggler, and a Fortune-teller. 1612 J. Mason Anat. Sorc. 
46 They travelled about the country, as fortune-tellers .. 
and such like do with us. 1716 Swirr PAidlis 51 Long ago 
a fortune-teller Exactly said what now befel her. 1874 
Burnanp My Time xii. 101 The fortune-teller, who, from 
the lines engraved on the open palm, predicts a destiny. 





FORTY. 


Fo'rtune-te:lling, 227. sd. 
practice of ‘telling fortunes ’. 

1577 NorTHBROOKE Dicing (1843) 56 Forbidding. .euill and 
vnprofitable arts..or fortune tellings. 1598 SHaks. Merry 
W.1v. ii. 184 We are simple men ; wee doe not know what’s 
brought to passe vnder the profession of Fortune-telling. 
1655 WALTON Angler v. (ed. 2) 16t The Gypsies were then 
to divide all the money .. got .. by Fortune telling. 1732 
Berkeey A lciphr. vi. § 21 They are ..addicted to .. astro- 
logy, fortune-telling, and presages of all kinds. 

So Fo'rtune-telling #//. a. Also (sonce-wd.) 
Fo‘rtune-tell v., a back-formation from prec. 

1598 SHaxs. Merry W. 1v. ii. 196 Out of my doore, you 
Witch !., Ile coniure you, Ie fortune-tell you. a 1659 CLEVE- 
LAND Fuscara 26 Wks. (1687) 2 He tipples Palmestry, and 
dines On all her Fortune-telling Lines, 1681 Cotvit Whigs 
Supplic. (1751) 49 He finds both comets and eclipses, But 
pretty fortune telling gipsies. 1795-1814 Wornpsw. E.xrcur- 
sion vu. 88 Belong they to the fortune-telling Tribe? 

+ Fortunity. Os. [a. OF. fortunité (ill) 
hap: see ForTunr and -1Ty.] ? Fortune, hap. 
(Cf. InFoRTUNITY.) 

¢1470 Harpinc Chron. x. v, Seyng Iuly this fals fortunite 
The soroes greate in hym so multiplied, That there for 
shame of his fortunite, In no wyse ‘would [he no] lenger 
dwell ne byde. 1614 SELDEN 77¢/es Hon. 365 By aduenture 
of his fortunitie. 1652 GauLE JZagastron. 187 That they 
here. .vaticinate or ominate of..fortunity, infortunity. 

+ Fortunize, v. Obs. rare. [f. FortTuNE sd, 
+ -1zE.] ¢rans. To regulate the fortunes of; to 
make fortunate. Hence Fo'rtunizing //. a., 


fortune-telling. 

1596 SPENSER /’. Q. vi. ix. 30 Fooles therefore They are 
which fortunes doe by vowes devize, Sith each unto him- 
selfe his life may fortunize. 1652 GAuLE Magastrom. 98 
Else, how can the fortunizing Genethliack foretell that 
the child new born shall be a Traveller? 

+ Fortunous, 2. Ods. [a.OF. fortuneus: see 
Fortune sd. and -ous.] 

1. Pertaining to fortune or chance, fortuitous. 

©1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. pr. vi. 17(Camb. MS.), I ne trowe 
nat in no manere, that so certeyn thinges sholden be moeued 
by fortunows fortune. /é7d@. 11. pr. iv. 29 (Camb. MS.) 
Thinges that ben fortunous and temporel. 

2. Fortunate, successful. 

¢1470 Harpinc Chron. 1x. iv, He wanne the felde in bateil 
fortunous. 

+Fortuny. Ods—° (See quot.) 

1676 Cotes, “ortuny,a kind of Tournement or running 
a tilt with launces on horseback. [So in some later Dicts,] 


Forty (fp-iti), a.andsd. Forms: 1 féowertisz, 
féowurtiz, Vorthumb. feuortiz, 2 Orm.fowwerr- 
tiz, feortiz, 2-3 f(e)owerti, 3 feouwerti, f(e)u- 
werti, fuerti, feowrti, fourte, 3-4 fourti, south. 
vourti, -y, (3 forti), 3-8 fourty, 4 faurty, 5 
fourthi, -y, 6 fourtie, -ye, fortie, 6- forty. 
[OE. féowertig = OF ris. fiuwertich, OS. fiwartig, 
jiartig, fiortig (MDu. viertich, Du. veertig), OHG. 
Jjiorzug (MHG,. vzersic, mod.Ger. vierzig’), ON. 


Jibrer tiger, figrutigt, fiprutiu (Sw. fyratio, fyrtio, 
Da. Jyrretyve, firtt), Goth. jidwér tegjus: see FouR 
and -TY.] 

A. adj. The cardinal number equal to four tens, 
represented by the figures 4o, xl, or XL. Also in 
comb. with numbers below ten (cardinal and or- 


dinal), as forty-one, forty-jirst, etc. 

950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. iv. 2 & mid Sy zefeste feuortiz 
dazga’ & feowertizg nehta. a@x175 Colt. Hom. 227 He hi 
afedde feorti3 wintre. c 1200 7777. Coll. om. 61 Adam was 
in helle in pine fuwerti hundred wintre for his sinne. 1297 
R. Grove. (1724) 419 More pan a uourty 3er hyt was pat he 
was ybore. c¢1386 CHaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. & T. 808 If 
that thee list it have, Ye shul paye fourty pound. c 1489 
Caxton Sonnes of Aymon i. 55 He hadde noo moo wyth 
hym but fourthi. c1585 R. Browne Answ. Cartwright 43 
In the fourtie and eyght Psalme. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. India 
& P. 4 At the end of their Quarentine, which is Forty days. 
1707 Hrearne Codlect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 323 He died in the 
fourty fifth year of his Age. 1803 Hatcuett in Phil. Trans. 
XCIII. 89 It.. was found to contain one forty-eighth of anti- 
mony. 1825 J. Neat Bro. Fonathan Il. 188 The day 
- according to his calculation, was about forty-eight hours. 
1860 READE Closter § H.xxv, Dietrich’s forty years weighed 
him down like forty bullets. 

b. Used indefinitely to express a large number. 
Ltke forty (U.S. collog.): with immense force or 
vigour, ‘like anything’. 

1607 SHaks. Com. 11. i. 243 On faire ground I could beat 
fortie of them. 1619 G. Herpert Let. 19 Jan, Wks. 1859 
I. 381, I have forty businesses in my hands: your Courtesy 
will pardon the haste of your humblest Servant. 1692 R. 
L’EstrancE Fadles cccv, He that’s Well, already, and upon 
a Levity of Mind, Quits his Station, in hopes to be Better, 
’tis Forty to One, he loses by the Change. 1852 Mrs. SrowE 
Uncle Tom's C, viii, ‘I has principles and I sticks to them 
like forty.’ 

ec. + Forty pence: a customary amount for a 
wager. Sorty winks (colloqg.): a short nap, esp. 
after dinner. 

1567 Harman Caveat viii. 46 Forty pence gaged vpon 
a matche of wrastling. 1613 SuHaxs. Hen. VII/, i, iii. 
89 How tastes it? is it bitter? forty pence, no. 1872 
Punch 16 Nov. 208/2 If a.,. man, after reading steadily 
through the Thirty-nine Articles, were to take forty winks, 
1887 Sims Mary Fane's Mem. 228 I'm tired, and I want my 
forty winks. 

+d. =Fortimtri. Obs. 

1559 Homilies 1. Good Wks, ut. (1859) 58 Sectes .. were 
neither the forty part so many among the Jewes, nor [etc.]. 


[Cf. prec.] The 


FORTY-FIVE. 


B. sd. 

1. a. The age of go years. b. The forties: the 
years between 40 and 50 of a century or of one’s life. 

1732 BerKkELEy AJlcifhr.1. § x Alciphron is above forty. 
1885 A thenxum 18 July 83/1 His magnum opus was pub- 
lished in Edinburgh some time in the forties. 1893 Gro. 
Hint Hist. Eng. Dress 11. 243 What were called half-caps 
were worn in the early forties. 


2. The forty: a designation applied to certain 
public bodies in various countries and at various 
periods, from the number of their members; e.g. 
to several courts of justice in the Venetian republic ; 
to a body of itinerant justices in ancient Attica, 
empowered to try petty actions; to the French 
Academy, and (occasionally) to the Royal Academy 
of Arts in London. 

1820 Byron Mar, Fai. 1.i. 24’Tis not for us To anticipate 
the sentence of the Forty. 

3. A yacht of forty tons burden. 

1894 Field 9 June 836/1 The two big cutters had left. .the 
two forties many miles astern. ; 

4. The roaring forties: the exceptionally rough 
part of the Atlantic Ocean between 40° and 50° 
north latitude. Also occasionally applied to that 
part of the South Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian 
Oceans between 40° and 50° south latitude. 

1883 BucHan in Ezcycé. Brit, XVI. 146/2 The region of the 
‘brave west winds’, the ‘roaring forties’ of sailors. 1893 
J. A. Barry Steve Brown's Bunyip 165 Older shipmasters 
laughed..saying that they found the Roaring Forties quite 
strong enough for them. 

C. in Combination. 

1. Combination of the simple numeral with a sb. 
(used attrib. or ellipt. as sbs.), and parasynthetic 
derivatives of these: forty-foot, +(a) =/forty legs ; 
(6) see quot. 1889; forty-knot, ‘the Alternan- 
thera Achyrantha, a prostrate amarantaceous weed 
of warm countries’ (Cent. Dict.); forty legs, a 
popular or dialectal name of the centipede; +forty 
pence, ?a jocular designation for a servant who 
runs errands ; forty-penny nail, a nail of such 
size that one thousand of them weigh forty pounds 
(see Penny); | forty penny piece, a coin worth 
40 pence Scots, i.e. 34d. sterling; forty rod light- 
ning, U.S. slang: see quot. ; forty rod whisky = 
prec. ; forty-spot, the Tasmanian name for a bird, 
Pardalotus quadragintus (Gould, Birds Austr., 
1848) ; forty-tonner = B. 3 

1673 E. Brown Trav. Europe (1677) 17 An Indian Scolo- 
pendria, or *Forty-foot. 1889 NV. W. Linc. Gloss., Forty- 

Joot,” aright of forty-foot which the tenants of certain manors 
had over the soil of an adjoining manor. 1697 DAMPIER 
Voy. 1, xi. 320 Centapees, call’d by the English *40 Legs. 
1750 G. Hucues Barbadoes 89 The Forty-legs in Surinam 
are a great deal larger than what are bred in Barbados. 
1865 Brocpen Provinc. Words Lincelnsh., Forty-legs, a 
centipede. 1616 Exelishm. for my Money FViiija, Farewell 
*fortipence, goe seeke your Signor. 1769 in Hawkesworth 
Voy. (773) II. 182 No nails less than *fortypenny were 
current. ¢18s0 Rudin. Navig. (Weale) 135 Nails of sorts 
are, 4,6,8..and 4o-penny nails. 1681 Cotvi, Whigs Supplic. 
(1751) 58 Butter and cheese, and wool fleeces, For groats and 
*Fourty penny pieces. 1889 FarMER A mzericanisues, * Forty 
Rod Lightning, whisky of the most villainous description, 
so called because humorously warranted to kill at forty rods. 
1892 STEVENSON Wrecker 124 *Forty-rod whisky was admin- 
istered by a proprietor as dirty as his beasts. 1895 Dazly 
News 11 June 2/4 For the second match, *forty-tonners, 
three entered, 

2. Substantival uses of the compound numerals 
(see A. 1): forty-eight, a flowerpot of the third 
smallest size, of which there are 48 in a ‘cast’; 
forty-four, (a) a forty-four gun ship: (4) a bicycle 
with a wheel 44 inches in diameter ; + forty-nine, 
a 17th c. name for some kind of liquor; forty-one 
Fiist., the Venetian council by whom the Doge was 
elected ; forty-two attrzd. in forty-two man, aman 
of the 42nd regiment. 

1851 GLenny Handbk. Fl, Gard. 227 They must be potted 
off into moderately small pots, say *forty-eights. 182x Byron 
To Murray 7 Feb., The giant element .. made our stout 
*forty-four’s .. timbers creak again. 1884 Century Mag. 
Nov. 55/2 His hand resting. .on the handle of his forty-four. 
1692 A. Plircatrne] Badeld 2 (Maitl. 1830) 5 Assist me all, 
re Muses nyne! With a beer glass of *fourtie nyne. 1723 

ESTON A night (1767) 2t A glass or two of forty-nine He 
can pull off before he dine. 1612 W. Suute tr. Hougasses’ 
Venice ut. 481 The *forty one being assembled. .they..chose 
him Prince, 1816 Scotr Avfzg. xliii, Here comes an old 
*forty-two man, who is a fitter match for you than I am. 

b. In abbreviated dates, as forty-one, -two, -three, 
etc., colloquially used to designate a year of the 
current or preceding century. Hence forty-niner 
U.S., one of those who settled in California during 
the ‘ gold fever” about 1849. 

1710 H. Beprorp Vind. Ch, Eng. 1 The Spirit of Forty- 
one is reviving. 1887 Council Bluffs Herald (Iowa U.S.) 
17 Jan., Running the ‘ pony express’ in the exciting days of 
the ‘49-ers’, 1890 Botprewoop Miner's Right xliv. 384 
All old prospectors and ‘ forty-niners’. 

Forty-five. a. Zhe Forty-five : the year 1745, 
and the Jacobite rebellion of that year. b. Card- 
playing. A game in which each trick counts five 
and the game is forty-five. Also forty-fives. 

a. 1832 Scorr Redgauntlet ch, xi, Ye have heard of 

Vou. IV. 
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a year they call the forty-five. 1895 D. Marsnatt in Scot. 
Antig. X. 77 In the ’Forty-five, Burleigh Castle. .was garri- 
soned for King George. 
1875 Woop & LarHam Wait. Mazi 32 The others .. 
eae round the table to enjoy the Irish game of ‘ forty- 
ves’, 

Fortyish, a. Looking forty years old. 

1821 New Monthly Mag. 11.324 A sort of Tom Shuffleton 
grown flat, staid, and fortyish. 

Foruh, obs. form of Furrow. 

Forum (foe'rgm).  [a. L. forum.] 

Ll. Rom. Ant. The public place or market- 
place of a city. In ancient Rome the place of 
assembly for judicial and other public business. 

1460 CapGRAvE Chron. 29 Thoo places in which juges herd 
causes he [Foroneus] cleped hem aftir his name, ‘forum’, 
that is to say, ‘ahopen place’, or ‘amarket’, 160 HoLtanp 
Pliny I1.117 The said Scipioes statue erected in the Forum 
or publick hall. 1647 R. Srapytton ¥uvenal 61 The city of 
Rome had four great forums or piazzas. 1781 Gipson Decl, 
§ #, 11.15 The principal Forum; which appears to have 
been of a circular, or rather elliptical form. 1838 ArNoLp 
Hist. Rome 1. 38 He [Tarquinius] made a forum or market 
place and divided out the ground around it for shops and 
stalls, and made a covered walk around it. 

b. as the place of public discussion ; hence fig. 

1735 THomson Lzderty 1. 160 Foes in the forum in the 
field were friends. 1818 Byron Ch. Har. tv. cxiv. 1025 
Rienzi..The forum’s champion, and the people’s chief. 1831 
CartyLe Sart. Res. (1858) 8 To descend .. into the angry 
noisy Forum, with an Argument that cannot but exasperate 


and divide. 
2. A court, tribunal. Zaw of the forum: the 


legal rules of a particular court or jurisdiction. 

1848 WHarton Law Lex., Forumz, the court to the juris- 
diction of which a party is liable. 1857 Parsons Contracts 
II. u. ii. § 6 (ed. 2) 103 Limitation and prescription are 
applied only according to the law of the forum. 1858 Lp. 
Sr. Leonarps Handy-bk. Prop. Law u.4 As the law of pro- 
perty is now administered in the different forums. .it.exhibits 
a splendid. .code of jurisprudence. 

b. transf. and fig. (Cf. med.L. 22 foro interno, 
in foro conscrentize). 

1690 Case Univ. Oxford 48 A right to be impleaded in 
their own Forum only. 1756 Burke Swd/. & B. v. v, Of this, 
at first view, every man, in his own forum, ought to judge 
without appeal. 1852 GLapsToNE Glean. (1879) IV. xiv. 151 
In every country of Europe, except one, when excusable 
collision arises between the civil and the religious power it 
‘must be in the external forum. 1874 Morey Compromise 
(1886) 147 It is truth that in the forum of conscience claims 
an undivided allegiance. 

3. attrib., as forum-area, -orator. 

1812 SouTHEY in Q. Rev. VIII. 347 A forum orator some 
years ago published a tour. 1893 Arvchzxologia LILI. 544 
The forum area was trenched but not excavated. 

Forur(e, var. FURRURE Oés., fur trimming. 

+ Forvay’, v. Ods. Also 4 (Gower) forsveie, 

forvoyen, -wey(e, -way(e, 5-6 for-, fourvey(e. 
[ad. OF. forvoter, forsvozer, f. for(s)-, For- pref.3 
+ vote way.] intr. To go out of the way, go astray; 

jig. to err, make a mistake. Hence Forvay‘ing 
vol. sb. 

1390 Gower Coz/. I. 76[MS. Fairfax] That bei be Duistres 
of a weie Forpi if eny man forsueie [Pazli prints forswey] 
Thurgh hem pei be noght excusable (Also III, 224, 272, 275). 
1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton) 1. i. (1859) 2 Ther nys no pyl- 
grym that goth so redyly but that oftymes he mote foruoyen. 
c 1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode wv. \xv. (1869) 207 Pe forueyinge 
of oopere shulde ben warnynge. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour 
K vj, This yonge man forweyeth. c 1500 J/e/usine xix. 101, 
I was forwayed of my way to comme to lusygnen. 1508 
Dunpar Gold, Targe 204 As drunkyn man he all forvayit. 
1513 Douctas xeZs 111. Prol. 18 Tharfore wald God I had 
thair eris to pull Misknawis the creid and threpis othir 
forwayis, c1560 A. Scorr Poems (S. T.S.) iii. 15 Forvey 
no tyme, be reddy day and nicht. 

Forwake(d: see For- ref.1 6b. 

+ Forwal. Ods. rare—'. [perh. mis-written 
for *forfal, a. ON. forfall (law term) hindrance.] 
A legitimate excuse. 

¢ 1208 Lay. 31590 Pa andswarede Cadwalan be kene..Oswy 
haued for-wal [Wace : essozne le tient]. 

[f. For- 


+ Forwa'lk, v. Obs. Also 6 fore-. 
preft+ WaALK.| trans. To weary with walking ; 
to over-tire. Hence Forwa‘lked ///. a. 

In the Sc. examples prob, confused with forwaked : see 
For- pref! 6b. 

c1350 Will, Palerne 2236 Pei peder come al wery for 
walked. 1377 Lanot. P. P2. B. xi. 204 Whan thow art 
wery for-walked. 1513 DoucLas ve7s u. vi. [v.] 35 Quhen 
the first quyet Of natural slepe .. Stelis on forwalkit [so 
Ruthven MS.; ed. Small fordoverit] mortall creaturis. 
1533 BELLENDEN Livy 11. (1822) 204 The Romanis..sett on 
the Volschis, wery and forwalkit. 1612 [see ForwELk.] 

For-wall, -wallowed : see For- pref 5, 6 b. 

Forwa‘nder, v. Ods. exc. arch. or Sc. [f. For- 
pref’ + WANDER.] zztr. To weary oneself with 
wandering ; to wander far and wide. Hence For- 
wandered ///. a. 

¢1380 Will. Palerne 739 He..forwandrep in wo & wakep 
..on niz3tes. 1377 Lancet. P. PZ. B. Prol. 7, I was wery for- 
wandred and went me to reste. 1563 SACKVILLE Mirr. 
Mag., Buckingham \xxiv, All forsake .. forwandred in 
despayer, 1590 Spenser /. Q. 1. vi. 34 A wearie wight for- 
wandring by the way. 1890 G, A. Smiru /saiah II, xvi. 
254 Among the bruised, the prisoners, the forwandered of 
Israel. 1894 Crockett Raiders 158 A poor lost forwan- 
dered lad. 

Forward (fpwaid), @., adv. and sb. Forms: 


1 fore-, forweard, -werd, 4-7 foreward(e, 4-6 








FORWARD. 


forwarde, 6 foret, 9 da/. forat, -et, forrad, -at, 
4- forward. See also Forrit. [OE. for(e)weard, 
adj. and adv, ; see ForE adv. and -warp. The adj. 
seems to have become obsolete after the OE. period, 
and to have been redeveloped from the adv. in the 
16th c. The adv. (OE. foreweard) was app. in 
origin the neut. acc. of the adj.] 

A. adj. 

+ 1. In OE. used in partitive concord: The front 
part of (any thing material) ; the first or earliest 
part of (a period of time, etc.). Obs. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. xiii. [xii]. (1891) 422 In forewearde 
neaht. c 1000 Aitrric Hom. II. 266 Ure Forewearde heafod. 

2. Situated in the fore part. Ods. exc. techn. 

r6or SHaks, Adl’s Well v. iii. 39 Let’s take the instant by 
the forward top. 1692 LuTtRELL Brief Red. (1857) II. 503 
The guides conducted the forwardest of the party. .a wrong 
way. 1876 Hottanp Sevenoaks x. 131 He fixed a knob of 
tallow upon the forward sight of Mr. Balfour's gun. 

b. (Vaut. Belonging to the fore part (of a vessel). 

1881 Daily Tel. 24 Feb., The nine forward men are 
divided into three watches, 1893 Westm. Gaz. 21 Mar. 5/3 
The forward-house and forecastle bulkhead were stove in. 

+e. Principal, foremost, chief. Ods. 

1581 SAvILE 7acitus’ Agric. (1622) 184 Many haue beene 
wasted by casuall chances, the most sufficient and forward 
by the cruelty of the Prince. 

d. That lies in front; now only, that lies in the 
direction towards which one is moving. 

1643 Licutroot Glean, Ex. (1648) 17 In the five preceding 
Plagues, the obduration of Pharaohs heart is attributed to 
himselfe, in these five forward, it is attributed to God. 
1800-24 CampBeLt Dream ii, Shadow'd in the forward dis- 
tance Lay the land of Death. 1844 Kinctake Zothen xvii. 
(2878) 233 Out of the forward horizon, 

3. Directed towards a point in advance, onward ; 
also ‘ outward’ as opposed to ‘ return’. 

1603 Drayton Bar, Wars 1. xlvi, She [fortune], dispos’d 
his forward course tolet. 1814 Cary Dante, Par. xxix. 136 
Let us seek The forward path again. 1840 Bury Sedect 
Comune. on Railw. Q. 2398 You spoke of sending an engine 
to meet the train; on what line would that go ?—It must go 
on the forward line. 1844 H. H. Witson Brit. India 11. 
46 General Wood was compelled .. to undertake a forward 
movement. 1884 G. W.R. Time Tables July 87 Return 
Tickets are available .. for completion of the forward and 
backward journeys. 

b. Of the face: (Looking) straight in front. 

1700 DrypEn Cymon § [ph. 594 The lovers close the rear, 
With forward faces not confessing fear. 1850 ‘TENNYSON /7 
Mem. cxiv, She [knowledge] sets her forward countenance 
And leaps into the future chance. 

e. Of a ship’s beak: Moving onwards. 

1871 R. Exuis tr. Catullus \xiv. 12 Scarcely the forward 
snout tore up that wintery water. 

d. Forward play in Cricket: the method of 
playing forward: see the adv. 3b. 

1891 W. G. Grace Cricket § 4 in Outdoor Games §& Recr. 
19 Practise both backward and forward play. 

e. Forward movement: recently often used to 
denote a special effort made by a political party, 
a religious or benevolent organization, etc., in order 
to make more rapid progress. Cf. 9. 

1896 Judep. & Nonconf.3t Dec. 494 The Colonial Missionary 
Society Forward Movement. 1897 Westwz. Gaz. 9 Jan., 
The Liberal Forward Movement. 

4. Comm. Of a business transaction, contract, 
etc.: Prospective, relating to future produce. 

1883 Manch. Exam.6 Nov. 4/4 In the old days, when it 
took three or four months to send out goods to India..there 
was a real ground for forward buying. 1891 Daily News 
23 Nov. 2/7 The rate for good furnace coke is 14s... but con- 
sumers will not pay this price for forward contracts. 

5. That is in an advanced state or condition ; pro- 
gressing towards maturity or completion. Chiefly 
predicative and barely distinguishable from the adv. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 72 b, How moche we 
profyte & be forewarde in euery day by our labour. 1561 
'T. Hosy tr. Castigldione’s Courtyer 1. Cb, It is nowe well 
forwarde in nyghte. 1743 Burxerey & Cummins Voy. S, 
Seas 86 To acquaint him how forward the Boat was [in 
making]. 1805 Med. Frud. XVII. 515 The [vaccinated] 
arms of Sarah..were in a more forward state than the rest. 
1848 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. 1X. 1.7 The sheep..get exceed- 
ingly forward in condition. 1866 Mrs. H. Woop Sz. 
Martin's Eve iv, A sturdy little fellow. sufficiently forward 
in walking to get about the room. 

b. Of a plant, a crop, or the season: Well ad- 
vanced, early. 

1s9r Suaks. Two Gent.1. i. 45 As the most forward Bud 
Is eaten by the Canker ere it blow. 1601 R. JoHNSON 
Kingda. & Commu. (1603) 13 The inhabitants of Turon .. 
enjoy as forward a summer, as those of Provence. 1707 
Curios. in Hush, § Gard. 254 Fruit, the soundest and for- 
wardest of any on the Tree. 1796 C. MARSHALL Garden. 
xix. (1813) 344 Sow three or four seeds. .in a small pot, which 
being placed on a gentle heat, will be much forwarder and 
finer. 182x Crare 722, Minsir. 1. 18 He ’gins again’ Bout 
signs in weather, late or forward spring. 1832 Hr. Mar- 
vinEau Homes Abroad ii. 23 Place our hungry brethren 
where nature’s work is forwardest. 3 

e. Of a pregnant animal: 2 or w7th foal, etc. 

1684 Lond. Gaz. No. 1910/4 A Red Cow .. forward with 
Calf. 1707 /bid. No. 4312/3 Lost .. a bay Saddle Mare.. 
forward in Fole. 1839 Lincoln, etc. Gaz. 12 Feb. 2/3 
Eleven ewes forward in lamb. 1857 $rnd. R. Agric. Soc. 
XVIII. 1. 19 The mares are indulged a little as they get for- 
ward with foal. ' 

6. Ready, prompt, eager (in an action or a cause); 
esp. with const. ¢o (do something). 
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1523 Lp. Berners Froiss. I. xxxi. 45 At the first assaute 
he was so forwarde, that he was stryken to the erth. a 1568 
AscuaM Scholem, 1. (Arb.) 56 God grafte in vs the trewe 
knowledge of his woorde, with a forward will to folowe it. 
1631 GoUuGE Goa’s Arrows v. Ded. 406 Be not backward to 
patronize what you have been forward to produce. a 1633 
Austin Jedit. (1635) 231 Neither can it be collected. .that 
hee [St. Bartholomew] was ever forward of his Tongue, as 
some of the Rest were. 1644 Laup Ws. (1854) 1V. 181 
His Majesty’s piety was so forward, that nothing needed to 
be extorted from him. 1702 C. Martner Magn. Chr. u. 
App. (1852) 203 He was much forwarder to give his assent 
than they were to ask it. 1818 Jas. Mitt Brit. /naza 111. 
vi. i. 52 Their followers were to be ranked as the most for- 
ward and loud, who denounced parliament as so corrupt. 
1875 M. Parrison Casaubon 40 Authors were always 
forward to send him copies of their learned publications. 

+b. Inclined Zo or for (something). Obds. 

1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 256 b, If I had bene 
. .so foreward to sedition. .there wanted not .. fautoures of 
the cause. 1681 Baxter Afol. Nonconf. Min. 4 The for- 
wardest to Peace. 1727 Swirt Art Polite Lying Wks. 1755 
IIL. 1. 118 A hot-headed crack-brained coxcomb forward for 
a scheme of moderation. 

ce. Ardent, eager, spirited, zealous. ? Ods. 

1587 FLeminc Contn. Holinshed M11. 1551/2 Three sonnes, 
all forward, martiall, and valorous gentlemen. 1593 SHAKS. 
Rich, IT, w.i. 72 How fondly do’st thou spurre a forward 
Horse? 1611 Tourneur Ath, Trag. 11. i. Wks. 1878 I. 41 
His forward spirit press'd into the front. 1680 Orway 
Orphan. i, They both have forward, gen'rous active Spirits. 
1804 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. III. 468 He is a gallant, 
forward officer. 

d. transf. and fig. of things. ? Ods. 

1605 CampEN Rem. Ded.1 This.. Treatise was once vn- 
aduisedly forward to haue bin dedicated to your good 
worship. But .. It recalled it selfe in good time. 1695 
BrackmoreE Py, Arth. 1. 654 Their forward genius without 
teaching grows. 1719 Dre For Crusoe u. iii, These stakes 
also, being of a wood very forward to grow. 1736 BUTLER 
Anal. 1. i. Wks. 1874 I. 18 We are accustomed, from our 
youth up, to indulge that forward delusive faculty [imagi- 
nation). 

7. Well-advanced for one’s years, precocious. 

sgt Lyty Exdym. u. ii, It will be a forward cock that 
croweth in the shell. 1593 SuHaxs. 3 Hez. V/,1.1. 203 Long 
liue thou, and these thy forward Sonnes. 1600 — A. Y. L. 
ut. iii. 14 When..a mans good wit [cannot be] seconded 
with the forward childe vnderstanding. 1714 Restoration 
in Villiers’ Wks. (1775) 8 He’s a pretty forward boy about 
four and twenty. 1869 Princess ALICE (Zen. 25 Apr. (1884) 
215 My children..are so forward, clever, and spirited. 

8. In bad sense: Presumptuous, pert; bold, im- 
modest. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. ut. xxii. (1634) 454 Some. . 
doe raile at this doctrine with greater maliciousnesse, than 
that their forward pride ought to be suffered. 1602 WARNER 
Alb, Eng. 1x. xlvii, (1612) 221 They tould how forward 
Maidens weare, how proude if inrequest. a@1704 T. Brown 
Praise Poverty Wks. 1730 I. 94 A forward prating cox- 
comb. 1711 STEELE Sfect. No. 51 P1, I have... a great 
Aversion to the forward Air and Fashion which is practised 
in all publick Places. 1775 SHERIDAN Duenna 1. iv, Clara 
. would think this step of mine highly forward. 1806-7 J. 
BeresrorD Misertes Hum. Life (1826) vu. lxix, Hearing 
your favourite poem .. mammocked by the mouth of a for- 
ward Puppy. 1844 Dickens Wart.Chuz. xl, ‘The favouritest 
young for’ard huzzy of a servant gal as ever come into a 
house.’ 1888 J. Payn Myst. Mirbridge v, ‘Do you call 
him forward ?’..‘ He was certainly free in his manners’. 

9. Of persons, opinions: Advanced, extreme ; 
in mod. use, favouring vigorous aggressive action. 

1608 F. Jounson Cert. Reasons §& Argts. To Rdr., The 
Books of the forward Preachers now abroad. 1885 Pad/ 
Mall G. 7 May 1/2 You of all people in the world, the For- 
wardest of the Forward school, cannot complain of the 
advance of Empire, 1887 /ézd. 10 June 7/1 Denouncing 
outrage and dynamite, and what are generally known as 
‘forward ' measures. 

B. adv. 

1. Of extent in time: Towards the future, im- 
mediately afterwards and continuously onwards. 
Chiefly (and now only) in phrases from this day 
(time, etc.) forward. + Also, from this, from hence, 
(from) now, and so forward. Cf. Forts adv. 3. 

a 000 Cxzdmon's Gen. 788 (Gr.) Gif hie wolden lare godes 
forweard fremman. @1300 Cursor M. 5480 (Gitt.) In egipt 
held he baim ful hard, As i sal tell you sone forward. Jézd. 
13958 (Gott.) Ai fra bat dai for-warde .. be Iuus. .soght iesu 
to do todede. 1303 R. Brunne Handi, Synne 744 Alle my 
obys grete Fro bys forwarde wyl y lete. c139x CHAUCER 
Astrol. 1. § 12, & fro that time forward .. shal the verrey 
degree of the sonne shewe the howr of the planete. cx440 
Gesta Rom, \xi, 261 (Harl. MS.), I Resseyve [yow] fro hens 
forwarde to my Ioye. 1552 Latimer Serm. 2nd Sund. in 
Advent (1562) 132 If we .. intend to amend our life now 
forward. 1600 HoLttanp Livy u. xli. 71 This is the first 
time that the law Agraria was published: and so forward 
unto this present hower, it was never debated of. c¢ 1680 
BeverinGcE Sere. (1729) I. 547 From that time forward what- 
soever he did .. was in order to that end. 1853 Maurice 
Proph. §& Kings tii. 42 From that day forward .. the Spirit 
of God came upon David. 1871 SmiLEs Charac. iii. (1876) 
68 The elder student from that time forward acted as the 
Mentor of the younger one. 

b. With vbs., as look, think; esp. To look for- 
ward: to look ahead, to look expectantly towards 
the future or fo a coming event. 

1741 Warts /viprov. Mind 1. i. Wks. (1813) 9 To think for- 
ward a little. 1742 Ricnarpson Pamela IIT. 343 One who 
can look forwarder than the Nine Days of Wonder. 1768 
Foote Devwil on 2 Sticks 1. Wks. 1799 I1. 249 Banish your 
fears, and let us look forward, my fee 1816 KEATINGE 
Trav, (1817) II. 23 Like chess-players, they seem always to 
look three moves forward. 1837 DisrarLi Venetia i. l, 
His visit to the hall was looked forward to with interest, 
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1878 Jowrtr Plato (ed. 2) 1V. 45 He looks forward to all 
future systems sharing the fate of the past. 

ce, Comm. For future delivery or payment. Zo 
date forward: to postdate. 

1882 Daily News 4 Mar., The orders being neither 
numerous nor large, and not a few dated forward. 1884 
Manch. Exam. 12 May 4/4 Dating forward. .is a thing un- 
known among shippers, for payment is usually made a week 
or so after the goods have been delivered. 1894 Daily 
News 28 Mar. 7/3 Maize still. .dear, but cheaper forward. 

+2. Onward or further on in a series ; onwards 
from a specified point. Azd so forward: =and so 
forth, et cetera. Cf. Fortu adv. 2. Obs. 

¢ 1440 Promp. Parv.173/2 Forwarde, or more vttyr, tra, 
ulterius. 1582 N. LicHEFIELD tr. Castanheda’s Cong. EL. 
Ind.i, 2a, Whether that from the Cape of Buena Esperansa 
forwarde there were anye Nauigation to the East India. 
1583 StupBes Anat. Abus. 11. (1882) 34 If sixtie would serue, 
they must have an hundred, and so forward, 1659 Ham- 
MoND On Ps. Annot. 3 From that tenth Psalm forward. 
1663 MarveLL Cor?, xlvii. Wks. 1872-5 II. 96, 1 am this day 
beginning my long voyage to Archangel, and so forward. 

+b. In the first place, foremost : in phr. first 
and forward. Obs. 

1362 LancL. P. P27. A. x. 127 Furst and foreward to folk 
that ben i-weddet. c¢1386 Cuaucer Medib. p 275 First and 
forward, ye han erred in [etc.] , , 

3. Towards the front, in the direction which a 
person or thing faces. orward of (U.S.): in front 
of. Zo put or set foot forward: see Foor sb. 29. 

1513 More in Grafton Chron. (1568) 11. 758 He came into 
the world with the feete forward. 1548 etc. [see Foor sd. 
29]. 1669 Sturmy AZariner's Mag. 1. 82, I..bow the Head 
forward or backward, or over the one side or the other. 1674 
Prayrorp Skill Afus. 11. 103 You must begin with your Bow 
forward, though the Bow be drawn forward the Note before. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc, 226 Its middle part .. stands 
soot an Inch forwarder than the Foreside of the Puppet. 
1762 Foote Lyar iu. Wks. 1799 I. 308 Your hood a little 
forwarder, Miss. 1811 Le¢z. fr. Eng. Il. xlix. 270 The 
skirts of the coat .. brought forward to meet over the 
thigh. 1852 J.H. Newman Scope Univ. Educ.242 He may 
have no power at all of advancing one step forward of him- 
self, 1856 C. J. ANDERSsSoN Lake Neami 256 The ostrich. . 
always strikes forward [with its foot]. 1891 M.S. Witkins 
Humble Rom, 165 Two little thin dancing curls. .just for- 
ward of her cap ! 

b. Zo play forward, in Cricket: to reach for- 
ward in order to play a rather short-pitched ball. 

1884 Lillywhite’s Cricket Ann. 101 Rather too fond of 
playing forward. 1891 W. G. Grace Cricket § 5 in Outdoor 
Games & Recr. 23 If he [the batsman]... plays forward, pitch 
shorter and shorter..until he makes a mistake. 


4. Of continuous motion: Towards what is in 


front ; (moving) onwards, on. 

a 1400-50 Alexander 847 Pe faster forward him he faris pe 
faster he snapirs. 1526 Pzlgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 8b, 
Suche..be not mete to.. go forwarde in this pilgrymage. 
1639 Futter Holy War wv. viii. (1840) 190 His ships were 
manned, victualled, and sailing forward. 1697 DAmpiER 
Voy. 1. xiii. 346 Meeting very strong Westerly Winds, we got 
nothing forward in many days. 1732 BerKxeLey Alciphr. 
Iv. § 15 In case they walk straight forward, in half a hour 
they shall meet men. 1791 Mrs. Rapciirre Nov. Forest i, 
He was desirous to hasten forward. 1855 Mrs. Gatty 
Parables fr. Nat. Ser. 1. (1869) 50 The river is rushing for- 
ward ; the clouds are hurrying onward. 

b. with ellipsis of some part of the vb. go. Also 
Mil., as a word of command Forward! Forard 
on! in Fox-hunting: of the fox: Gone on in front. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners on lv. 186 His horse wolde nother 
forwarde nor backe warde. 1583 GoLpING Calvin on Deut. 
xv. 86 Therefore let us on forewarde as he commandeth. 
1833 Regul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 25 The word Forward .. is 
given by the commander. 1848 W. H. Ke ty tr. Z. Blanc’s 
Hist. Ten Y. 11. 207 Ibrahim .. had but to cry ‘ Forward’, 
and Constantinople was his. 

e. In advance, in front, ahead. 

1838 THIRLWALL Greece V. 369 Dercylus seems to have 
beensent forward. 1860 Tynpa.t G/ac. 1. xxv. 182 One of 
our porters..was sent forward to test the [snow] bridge. 

d. Lack or backward and forward : to and fro ; 
see Back adv. 13 and BACKWARD aav. 5 b. 

5. To the front or to a prominent position (from 
being behind or in the background), into view; 
esp. in phrases, as ¢o bring forward (see also BRING 
v.17). To come forward: see COME v. 58; also, 
tocome into existence. Zo put or set forward: to 
put forth, advance, allege, offer; also vef. to give 
oneself (undue) prominence. 

1611 Biste 2 “£sdras iii. 6 Before euer the earth came 
forward. 1651 Hosses Leviath. m1. xl. 252 To set for- 
ward .. such doctrine as was agreeable to Moses. 1783 
Burke Rep. Affairs Ind. Wks. XI. 304 He certainly has it 
in his power .to keep it back, and bring it forward at his 
own times. 1794 Mrs. Rapcurre AZyst, Udolpho xiiv, 
Dorothee, who had lingered far behind, was called forward. 
1849 JAMES Woodman xviii, Who are you, my good friend, 
who put yourself so forward? 1895 Coutson KERNAHAN 
God & Ant Apol.(ed. 4) 9 The worst of all reasons which in- 
experienced writers put forward for setting pen to paper. 

+6. In front, on the front or front side. Ods. 

1618 Botton Florust. xviii. 57 All their wounds were for- 
ward. 1663 Grrprer Counsel 101 Caused .. the windowes 
which were forward to be made up. 

b. fig. In a prominent position. 

1796 Burke Let, to C. ¥. Fox Wks. 1842 II. 391 A young 
man..who stands very forward in parliament. 

7. At an advanced point ; at a point or position 
which is beyond or further than another. Cf. FortH 
adv. 4. 
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1523 Lp, Berners F7oiss, I. xvii. 18 All his barones went 
out of the cite, and y* first nyght they lodged vi. myle for- 
warde. 1611 Biste Nw. xxxii. 19 Wee will not inherite 
with them on yonder side Iordane, or forward. 1647 Spriccr 
Anglia Rediv. w. ii. 189 To secure the landing of Irish 
or Welch supplies so much the forwarder towards the east. 
1656 H. Puitiies Purch. Patt. (1676) 162 Adding a cipher, 
and setting the (-)afigure forwarder. 1712 J. JAmEs tr. Le 
Blonad’s Gardening 52 A little forwarder you find small 
Cross-ways with four Alleys. 

b. Of time: In advance, 

1571 Hanmer Chron. [rel. (1633) 38, I thinke they are too 
forward in their computation. 18z0 Vince Elem. Astron. 
xxiv. 289 The time at the place of observation is forwarder 
than that at Greenwich. 

8. Naut. a. Of motion: 


of a vessel. 

1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 17 Hawl forward the main 
Bowline. 1743 ButkeLtey & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 15 The 
Carpenter going forward to inspect the Chain-Plates. 

b. Of position; At or in the fore part of a vessel. 
Forward of (U.S.): in front of. + Zorward on: at 
the fore end, forward. 

1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. 1. 88/1 The Sayler 
imagined that his horse was too much laden ahead, or fore- 
ward on (as the sea phrase is), 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2317/1 
Captain Killegrew. .being at the same time forward by the 
Gang-Way. 1691 T. H[aLe] Acc. New Invent. 124 The 
butt-ends. .have been as it were abolished forward on for the 
easie passage of the Vessel through the water. 1743 BULKE- 
Ley & Cummins Voy. S. Seas 110 Being oblig’d to lie for- 
ward with the Men. 1794 Netson 5 Nov. in Nicolas Dis. 
I. 504 Transports laying. .with their Truce Flag hoisted for- 
ward, 1840 R. H. Dana Bef AZast xxii. 67 Her only fault 
being .. that she was wet forward. «1864 HawTHORNE 
Amer. Note-bks. (1879) 1. 112 Forward of the ward-room.. 
is the midshipmen’s room. . 

9. fig. Onward, so as to progress or advance. 
Chiefly in phr. ¢o go forward (rarely with ellipsis 
of go): to be in progress or ‘on foot’, to be going 
on. To bizld forward: to continue building. 

1513 More in Grafton Chron, (1568) Il. 760 There must it 
needes be long ere any good conclusion go forwarde. 1535 
CovEeRDALE £zra iil. 8 To se that the worke of the house of 
the Lorde wente forwarde. a@1600 Hooker in Zcc/. Pol. v. 
(1888) App. i. § 3 It is the nature of Gods most bountiful dis- 
position to build forward where his foundation is once laid. 
1610 SHaks. 7evzf. ut. ii. gt Now forward with your Tale. 
1665 Mantey Grotius’ Low C. Warres 177 He would not 
forget to help forward the Belgick Affairs. 1717 tr. Hvezier’s 
Voy. S. Sea 119 The Climate is so fertile..that the Fruit is 
coming forward all the Year. 1766 GoLtpsm. Vic. W. xi, 
Mr. Burchell..was always fond of seeing some innocent 
amusement going forward. 1788 FRANKLIN A xtobiog. Wks. 
1840 I, 181, | am got forward too fast with my story. 1793 
Smeaton Ldystone L. § 124 My models and preparatory 
matters were now so far brought forward. 1832 Hr. Mar- 
TINEAU Life in Wilds i. 18 Dinner was going forward. 1865 
Sat. Rev. 5 Aug. 165 Unless. .extreme partisans. .make con- 
cessions, there is no getting any forwarder. 1891 R. KipLinc 
City Dreadf. Nt. 43 Let’s go in here—there may be some- 
thing forward, 

10. Phrases. Zo put or set forward (a person): 
to start onward, give a start to. “Zt. and fig. To 
set forward (intr.) : to start on a journey, set out. 

1546 J. HEywoop Prov, (1867) 17 Set forward, ye shall 
neuer labour yonger. 1582 N. LicHEFIELD tr. Castanheda's 
Cong. E. Ind. vii. 18 Such gale as would serue to put him 
forward on his iourney. 1650 Huppert P7/2 Formality 202 
The trips and slidings shall but set thee forwarder on thy 
journey. 1766 Goxtpsm. V7zc. W. iii, The next morning we 
all set forward together. 1832 Ht. Martineau A7ll & 
Valley ii. 19 To set his young people forward in the same 
way of life with himself. 1859 JerHson Brittany xvi. 258 
auc, sodiathes .. Straightway sets forward to avenge her 

eath, 
ll. Comb. a. with pres. pple., as forward-bearing, 
-creeping, flowing, -looking adjs. b. with fa. pfle., 
as forward-turned adj. 
1647 H. More Song of Soud un. 11. xxiii, Strong *forward- 
bearing will or appetite. 1850 Tennyson Jx Mem. ciii. 37 
The *forward-creeping tides. 1830 — Recoll. Arab. Nes. i, 
The *forward-flowing tide of time. 1800 Worpsw. Michael 
158 A child .. Brings hope with it, and *forward-looking 
thoughts. c161z1 CHapman J/iad vy. 46 It took his *forward- 
turned backe, and lookt out of his breast. 
C. sb. [The adj. used absolutely. ] 
+1. The fore or front part, the first part. Oz 
Jorward: in the beginning (see AFOREWARD). Ods. 

c1ooo /Eirric Deut, xxviii. 13 Drihten be Zesett simle on 
foreweard & na on zfterweard. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 73 
On forward pos cristendomes ech man (eoched his bileue er 
he fulht underfenge. 

+2. A trick in wrestling; a throw which causes 
one’s opponent to fall forward on his face. Oés. 

1602 Carew Cornwall 76 Many sleights and tricks apper- 
taine hereunto .. Such are the .. forward and backward. 
1612 Drayton Poly-olb. i. 6 They practise .. The forward, 
backward, falx. 

3. Maut. (See quot.) 

1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Foreward..the fore end 
of a barge or other craft. 

4. Football. One who plays in the front line; one 
of the body of players termed ‘ forwards’, as o 
posed to ‘ backs’ (see Back sb. 21), whose duty is 
to be foremost in the attack. 

1879 Encycl. Brit. 1X. 367/2 Under the Rugby code.. 
fifteen a side [is] the usual number of players—ten ‘for- 
wards’, two ‘half backs’, one ‘three-quarters back’, and 
two ‘backs’. 1889 Pauline VIII. 33 There is much to be 
learnt by the forwards. 18953 Daily Chron. eas 6/4 The 


Towards the fore part 


side whose forwards were beaten won the matc! 


FORWARD. 


Forward (ffiwoid), v.  [f. Forwarp adv.] 

1. trans. ‘To help or push forward ; to advance, 
assist, hasten, promote, urge on. Also, +to put 
forward, set on foot (ods. rare). 

1596 Suaxs. 1 Hen. JI’, 1. i. 33 Then let me heare.. What 
yesternight our Councell did decree In forwarding this deere 
expedience. 1605 VerRsTEGAN Dec. Intell. vi. (1628) 172 
Hee was greatly encouraged and forwarded in the matter 
by diuers of his most inward friendes. 1728 MorGan 
Algiers II. i, 219 The Moriscoes of Africa. .were often for- 
warded and assisted by them in their nocturnal Expedi- 
tions. 1780 Burke Let. to Burgh Wks. IX. 243 He [Lord 
North]. . forwarded two bills, that for encouraging the growth 
of tobacco, and that for giving a bounty on exportation of 
hemp from Ireland. 1786 Map. D’Arsiay Diary 24 July, 
After doing whatever I can to forward my dress for the next 
morning, I goto bed. 1806 WELLINGTON in Owen Desf. 
Ixxvi, This prince .. showed every disposition to impede 
rather than to forward the operations of the British army. 
1871 Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) lV. xvi. 33 To protect its 
rights and to forward its interests. 

2. To accelerate the growth of (plants, etc.). 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 412 So wee may House our owne Coun- 
trey Plants to forward them, and make themcome in the Cold 
Seasons. 1707 Curios, in Hush. & Gard. 266 A Dunghill.. 
is of wondrous Efficacy to forward the Flowers. 1720 SwirT 
Apollo to Dean Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 16 Whenever I shine, I 
forward the grass, and I ripen the vine. 1845 Florist’s 
Frnt, 55 They [plants] will be forwarded, or retarded, 
according to the state of the season. 

8. To send forward, send to an ulterior destina- 
tion (a thing, varely a person). In commercial 
language often loosely, to dispatch, send by some 
regular mode of conveyance. 

1757 Frankun Let. to Wife in Bigelow Lif (1881) I. 378 
The black silk was sent to Mr. Neates, who undertook to 
forward it in some package of his. 1757 Affect. Narr. 
Wager 33 Where they might meet with..an Opportunity also 
of being forwarded to their own Home. 1790 Burke F. 
Rev, Pref. 3 That letter ., has been since forwarded to the 
person to whom it was addressed. 1844 Lincarp Axgdo- 
Sax. Ch, (1858) I. ili. 122 Who. .forwarded him in safety to 
Rome. 1883 F. M. Pearp Coxtrad. xii, There is a letter 
which should be forwarded to my brother. AZod. (Comzm.) 
We have this day forwarded to your address per S.W.R. 
three boxes marked [etc.]. 

+b. To pass on, publish abroad. Oés. 

1713 Guardian No. 1 Px His countenance is communi- 
cated to the publick. .and forwarded by engravers, artists by 
way of mezzo-tinto, etc. 

4. Bookbinding. To get (a sewed book) ready for 
the ‘finisher ’ by putting a plain cover on (see For- 
WARDING w0é, sd. 2). 

Hence Fo'rwarded /f/. a. (in 17th c. occas. 
+ forwardly disposed, eager); Forwarding p//. a. 

a 1674 CLARENDON Surv. Leviath. (1676) 208 None are 
more glad to see those punishments inflicted, or more for- 
warded to promote it, then[etc.]. 1691 Norris Pract. Disc. 
315 Enough to ingage us to seek out for the best and most 
forwarding Assistances. 1776 Barker in PAzl. Trans. 
LXVI. 371 The latter part of that month was warm and for- 
warding. 1796 C, Marsuatt Garden. xv. (1813) 238 When 
these forwarded beans are planted in rows singly. 1894 Mrs. 
H. Warp Marcella II. 96 She had received a forwarded 
letter from that old friend. 

Forward : see ForEWARD. 

Forwarder (fp-iwoider). [f. prec. + -ER1.] 

1, One who or that which forwards. 

1549 CovERDALE, etc. Erasm. Par. Eph. Prol., A fyne fore- 
warder of the ghospelslybertie. 1611 CotGr., Poulseavant 
+. an overseer, and forwarder of a worke that requires hast. 
1611 Barrey Raw Alley vy. i, Noram1.. seconder, per- 
swader, forwarder, Principall, or maintainer of this late theft. 
1681 Cueruam Azgler's Vade-nt. xli. § 2 (1689) 308 Fresh 
Water being a great Forwarder of Fishes feeding. 1797 
Burke Regic. Peace iii. Wks. 1808 VIII. 274 Contempt of 
the suppliant is not the best forwarder of a suit. 1840 Car- 
LYLE Hlevoes ii. (1858) 222 Mecca. .had at one time a popula- 
tion of 100,000; buyers, forwarders of those Eastern and 
Western products. 

2. Bookbinding. (See quot. 1890.) 

1870 Echo 20 Dec., The men. .are divided into two classes, 
forwarders and finishers. 1875 Ure’s Dict. Arts 1. 424 The 
ends of the cords are then drawn by the ‘forwarder’ through 
holes pierced in the boards, 1890 ZAEHNSDoRF Binding Bk. 
18 Forwarder, the workman who takes the books after they 
are sewn, and advances them to the covering department. 

Forwarding, v/. sb. [f.as prec. + -1ne !.] 

1. The action of the vb. Forwarp in various 
senses. Also gerundially, with omission of zz. 

1635 J. Gore Well-doing 17 Like that which Bias calls 
éyxomv mpoxormny the Backeward forwarding of a cause. 
1707 Curios. in Hush, § Gard. 268 Horse-dung, and Kennel- 
Water, contribute. .to the forwarding of Plants, 1711 Swirr 
Fru. to Stella 28 Sept., The people in general know that a 
peace is forwarding. 1817 Evans’ Parl. Debates 1381 Sir J. 
Newport urged the immediate forwarding of the measure. 

2. spec.in Bookbinding. The operation of putting 
a plain cover on a book previously sewn, and other- 
wise making it fit for the ‘ finisher’s’ hands. 

1893 E.G. Durr Zarly printed Bks. 193 Even a study 
of the forwarding of a binding is of great help. 1895 
ZarunsporF fist. Book binding 13 His backs were firm, 
and his forwarding excellent. 

3. attrib, as forwarding department, -room; for- 
warding agent, merchant, one whose business is 
the receiving and shipment or transmission of 
goods; forwarding-note (see quot.). 

1839 Story Batlments Index, Forwarding’ merchant. 
1869 Pall Mall G. 10 Aug. 10 The same building also in- 
cludes..a telegraph office, and a forwarding department, 
where remittances are sent from friends of emigrants, and 
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all other miscellaneous letters received and forwarded. 1879 
Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1V. 40 The book now passes from the 
women to the forwarding room, where several processes 
occur. 1882 Cassett, Morwarding note (Commz.),a note in 
which is entered a description of goods or parcels, with the 
names and addresses of the consignor and consignee, to 
be sent along with goods, &c., conveyed by a carrier 
(American), 1892 E. Reeves Homewd. Bound 327 He 
employed a forwarding agent. 

Forwardly (fgawaidli), adv. (and a.) [f. 
FORWARD a. + -LY.] 

A. adv. 

1. In a forward manner; readily, promptly, 
eagerly ; presumptuously, pertly. 

1552 Hutoet, Forwardly or towardly, vecte. 1587 FLEM- 
NG Contin. Holinshed Il. 1579/2 He was not so suddenlie 
come, as forwardlie welcome. 1651 Jer. TAyYLor Servi. 
Jor Year 1. Ep. Ded., You must not admire too for- 
wardly for your own sake. 1690 Locke Hum, Und. ww. 
vill. § 3, I grant, as forwardly as any one, that they are 
alltrue. 31712 STEELE Sect. No. 504 P 5 The fellow. .very 
forwardly, and like a man who was willing to deal, told 
him [etc.]. 1812 W. Gopwin Ze¢. in Hogg Life Shelley 
(1858) II. iii. 86, I shall still acknowledge as forwardly as 
ever the lovely qualities. 1813 Hraminer 15 Feb. 103/2 
Men being forwardly obedient to all the impulses they receive 
from themselves. 

+ 2. In a forward position, in the fore part. Ods. 

1578 Banister Hist. Man 1, 24 The Cartilages, which the 
ribbes forwardly produce, are diuerse. 1646 Sir T. BRowNE 
Pseud. Ep.v. xix. 261 Ifthe horne have this situation, and 
be so forwardly affixed. 1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol, 189 
When his valour marched so forwardly in the Van. 

3. In a forward direction, towards the front. U.S. 

1876 Mrs. Wuitney Sights & Jus. vi. 82 We did not come 
upon it forwardly..we moved alongside it. 1884 Harper's 
Mag. Jan. 263/1 The..hands were stretched out forwardly, 
as though feeling the way. 

+4, Early, prematurely. Ods. . 

a164r Br. R. Mountacu Acts § Mon. (1642) 546 Mary, 
Cleophas his daughter, was forwardly married, and a mother 
before she was 5 yeers old. 


+B. adj. a. Eager, ready. b. Advanced (in 


growth or progress). Also, of a season: Early. 
1581 Mutcaster Positions xxxvii. (1887) 151 Til the childe 
be either in the grammar schole, by orderly ascent, and not 
by two forewardly hast. 1598 Barckiey Fedic. Manx Ded. 
(1603) *iv b, It was so forwardly that I could not well hinder 
the impression, 1647 Trapp Com. Matt. xviii. 21 Peter 


.is still the same; ever too forwardly and forth-putting. 


1670 W. Hucues Compl. Vineyard (1€83) 39 Neither ought 
it to be done, unless it be a forwardly Spring. .If your Vines 
be forwardly, you ought. .[to] break off some of the Leaves. 
Hence + Fo'rwardliness, forward condition. 
1647 Trapp Comm. Luke xxi. 38 Let our people look upon 
their forwardliness. 1667 Loxd. Gaz. No. 220/2 The two 
Men of War that were building. .are ina good forwardliness. 


Forwardmost (fgiwaidmést), a., super. 
vare—*, [f. FoRWARD a@.+-Most.] Most to the 


front, foremost ; nearest. 

1834 M. Scorr Cruise Midge (1863) 24 Making the sweeps 
. appear as black as ebony, between us and the flash of the 
forwardmost gun. 

Forwardness (fpiwoidnés). [see -NESS.] 

1. The state or condition of being forward; ad- 


vancement towards completion or perfection. 

1523 Lp. Berners Foiss. I. xxviii. 41 Whan this croisy 
was in gret forwardnesse, for there was no spekyng but 
therof. 1596 Drayton Leg. 1. 677 Whilst in so faire forward- 
nesse it was. 166x MARVELL Cory. xxiv. Wks. 1872-5 II. 59 
That Bill, which is in good forwardnesse to be presented to 
the House. 1711 Lond. Gaz. No. 4836/1 Funds. .which are 
hitherto in no forwardness of being compleat. 1779 Forrest 
Voy. N. Guinea 208 The arts are in no kind of forwardness 
here. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 129 Mr. Jessop had .. 
got other things in forwardness that had been committed to 
his charge. 183: Heirs Comp. Solit. xii. 242 Till it [a work] 
is in some state of forwardness. 

+b. Furtherance, advancement. Ods. 

1s9t Tvoub. Raigne K. Fohn u. (1611) 89 Thus fortune 
(Lords) acts to your forwardnesse. 1742 Ricuarpson Pamela 
IV. 209 If you should [chuse to be divorced from me], I will 
give your Wishes all the Forwardness that I honourably can. 


2. (Unusual) advancement towards maturity: a. 


of a child; b. of a crop, the season, etc. 

1693 Humours § Conv. Town 21 Parents..bring them to 
a bold Confidence..and this they miscall Wit, and hopeful 
forwardness. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 95 P 4 The Satisfac- 
tion the Father took in the Forwardness of his Son: 1789 
Mrs. Piozzi Fourn. France 11. 376 The forwardness of the 
season. ¢17g0 Wittock Voy. 99 Gardens .. all in great 
forwardness. @1864 HawtHorne Amer. Note-bks. (1879) 
II. 139 Our peas are in such forwardness. 

3. The quality of being forward; readiness, 
promptness, eagerness, zeal. + Also, proneness or 
inclination Zo. 

1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 69 In my body and 
flesshe I fynde no good, ne forwardnes to perfeccyon. 1555 
Even Decades 58 A man of..apt forwardenes to attempte 
thynges. 1611 Brie 2 Cor. ix. 2, I know the forwardnesse 
of your mind. 1631 Goucr Goa’s Arrows 1. xlii. 68 Not by 
reason of any forwardnesse in him to anger. 1696 SoUTHERNE 
Oroonoko ww. ii, 1 speak .. in my desire And forwardness to 
serve so greata man. 1817-18 Cospert Resid. U.S. (1822) 
84, I have observed in the American farmers. .not the least 
backwardness, but great forwardness, to applaud and admire 
my mode of cultivating these crops. 1852 GRorE Greece u. 
Ixxx. X. 480 The extreme forwardness with which these 
leaders exposed themselves. 1875 JowETr Plato (ed. 2) III. 
217 Forwardness to take office. 

4. Over-readiness, presumptuous self-confidence ; 
hence, lack of becoming modesty, boldness. 

1600 Suaks. A. Y, LZ. 1. ii. 159 Since the youth will not be 





FORWEAN. 


intreated His owne perill on his forwardnesse. 1612 WOODALL 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 162 There is a fault in young Sur- 
geons of forwardnesse in taking too much blood at Sea. 1677 
Govt. Venice 145 It is indecency and too much forwardness 
in young Men to enquire into the Institution of their Laws, 
and demand Reasons for them, 1705 Appison /taly 45 
In France it is usual to bring their Children into Company, 
and to cherish in ’em, from their Infancy, a kind of For- 
wardness and Assurance. 1827 Lytron Pedhanz xii, Nobody 
will call your civility forwardness and pushing. 1875 Mrs. 
Ranvotpu W. Hyacinth 1.129 She snubs him in the .. most 
remorseless manner. . His forwardness is quite amazing, 

Forwards (fg:1weidz), adv. (and a.) [f. For- 
WARD with advb. genitive -s: see -WARDS. ] 

A. adv. =F ORWARD adv. in its various senses. 

The present distinction in usage between forward and for- 
wards is that the latter expresses a definite direction viewed 
in contrast with other directions. In some contexts either 
form may be used without perceptible difference of mean- 
ing ; the following are examples in which only one of them 
can now be used: ‘The ratchet-wheel can move only /or- 
wards’; ‘the right side of the paper has the maker’s name 
reading forwards’; ‘if you move at all it must be /or- 
wards’; ‘my companion has gone forward’; ‘to bring a 
matter forward’; ‘from this time forward’. The usage 
of earlier periods, and of modern dialects, varies greatly from 
that of mod. standard English. In U.S. forward is now 
generally used, to the exclusion of forwards, which was 
stigmatized by Webster (1832) as ‘a corruption’. 

¢1400 MaunpeEv. (1839) v. 61 Fro this forewardes nevere 
entred such Filthe. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 1. vii, And 
sire Brastias was maade wardeyn to wayte vpon the northe 
fro Trent forwardes. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 1,ix.24'To 
marche forwardis a quantite of paaces. 1551 T. WiLson 
Logike (1580) 10 Thei will .. with good endevour fillip 
Nature forewardes. 1560-78 Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot. (1621) 
47 We leave it .. to be weighed by your honours wisdome, 
and set forwards by your authority. 169x T. H[ave] Ace. 
New Invent, 122 An..unlevel keel drooping forwards. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 17 The Teeth of the File are made to 
cut forwards..for it cuts not coming back. 1785 Patry 
Mor. Philos. (1818) I1. 283 When .. we carry forwards our 
views. 1809 Pinkney Tvav. France 57 If he can come for- 
wards, and prove .. that he has merely been absent. 1844 
Dickens Mart. Chuz. xxxiii, He was backwards and for- 
wards constantly. 1885 Mauch. Exam.16 May 5/1 Police- 
men .. have to carry him backwards and forwards between 
the police station and the workhouse. 

+ B. adj. =Forwarb a. Obs. rare. 

1598 GRENEWEY Jacifus’ Ann. U1. x. (1622) 78 A valiant 
warriour, and forwards inall his charges. 1625 Bacon &ss., 
Travaile(Arb.) 524 Let him be rather aduised in his Answers, 
then forwards to tell Stories. 1626 — Sy/va § 422 Quere, if 
laying of Straw some height about the Body of a Tree, will 
not make the Tree forwards. 

+ Forwa‘rn, forewa‘rn, v. Obs. [OE. for- 
wiernan, f. For- pref.1 + wiernan to forbid: see 
Wanrnz.2] trans. To prohibit, forbid. With double 
ob7., or obj. of the person and Zo with af. or front. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 429 Pet pu me ne forwyrne .. pet ic mote 
[etc.]. ¢893 K. A2_FrED Ovos. u. iv. (Sweet) 76 Him per 
se Ziunga cyning bees oferfeereldes forwiernan mehte. @1175 
Cott, Hon. 221 Hwi wolde god swa litles binges him for- 
werne. c12z05 Lay. 3497 Nule heo me do na wurse Panne 
hire lond forwurnen. ¢1380 Szv Ferumb. 2809 Pus damesels 
for-wernep al, pat me greuep werst. 1583 GoLDING Calvin 
on Deut. xxvii. 163 He forewarneth vs here to make any 
vndergods or meane gods. 1606 HoLLAnp Swe/on. 67 He 
prohibited and forewarned them the companie of strangers, 
1690 SHADWELL Am, Bigot um, This wicked Duenna..has 
forwarn’d her the house. 1708 S. Sewatt Diary 8 Sept. 
(1879) II. 236, I meet the Workman by Mr. Pemberton’s 
Gate, and forewarn him from making of it. 1820 Lams 
Elia Ser. 1. Christ's Hosp. 35 years ago, He did not know 
that the thing had been forewarned. : 

+ For-wa'ry, v. Obs. [f. For- pref.) + OE, 
wergan, Wary v. to curse; cf. OHG. furwergen.] 
trans. To curse. Hence Forwarried f//. a, 

¢ 1200 Orin 8048 Patt tatt man iss forrwarr3edd patt [etc. ]. 
¢1340 Cursor M. 1350 (Trin.) Abelle pat kaym slouze for- 
waryed wi3t. 

+ Forwa'‘ste, v. 00s. Also 6-7 forewaste. 
Pa. pple. 6 forwaste. [f. For- pref 1+ WASTE v.] 
trans, = \VASTEV. in various senses; to lay waste ; 
to use up, exhaust ; to render emaciated or feeble ; 


to spend wastefully. 

1563 SACKVILLE /uduct. Mirr. Mag. xi, A piteous wight, 
whom love had al forwaste. @1577 GascoIGNE Flowers, 
¥Yocasta Wks. (1587) 91 Then set aside these vaine fore- 
wasted words. 1580 SipNey Arcadia (1622) 365 The rest 
both in face and apparell so forewasted, that they seemed to 
beare a great conformitie with the sauages. 1590 SPENSER 
F. Q. 1. xi. r And their forwasted kingdom to repayre. 
1630 Lorp Banians §& Persees 31 To make their forewasted 
powers. .to renew their vigour. 

Forwatched: see For- p7ef.1 6 b. 

+ Forwa'x, v. Ols. [OE. forweaxan, f. For- 
pref + weaxan, Wax v. Cf. Ger. verwachsen.] 
intr. To grow to excess, overgrow, swell. Hence 


Forwa‘xen //. a. 

¢897 K. Evrrep Gregory's Past, xl. (1872) 292 Sumu 
[treowu] he cearf. .dylzes hie to deem forweoxen dat hie for- 
searoden, c1000 Sax. Leechd. I. 80 Wid pon be man on 
wambe forweaxen sy. ¢1475 Partenay 2990 Horrible gret 
was, a forwoxen grome, Such another neuer had he sain. 

Forwe, obs. form of Furrow. 

+ Forwea'n, v. Obs. [OE. */orwentan; only 
in pa. pple. forwened, ‘insolens’ Corpus Gloss. ; 
cf. Ger. verwohnen.] trans. ‘To accustom to bad 
habits, spoil by over-indulgence, pamper. 

1362 LancL. P. Pl. A. v.33 v.rr. Let no wynnyng for-wanye 
hem, let no welthe for-wany hem. 1399 — Kich. Rededes 
1. 27 [They] walwed in her willis fforweyned in here youthe, 
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FORWEAR. 


+ Forwea’r, v. Obs. [f. For- pref. + WEAR v.] 
trans. To wear out, wear away, exhaust. 

¢ 1205 Lay. ™4479 Penne mihte bu mid winne pi lif al uor- 
werien mid haueken & mid hunden hired-pleie luuien. 
a1240 Sawles Warde in Cott. Hom. 251 Pah ich hefde a 
pusent tungen of stele and talde a%et ha weren alle for- 
werede. ¢1394 P. Pl. Crede 736 Wip cloutede schon & 
clopes ful feble Wel nei3 for-werd. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. xiv. ii. (Tollem. MS.), Meuynge of watres, at diggeb 
and forwerep [1535 wereth] pe nesche parties of be erpe. 
1413 Pilg. Sowle (Caxton) 1. xix. (1859) 19 Teethe had he 
none, but they were al forbroke, forweryd, and forfaren. 
a31577 GascoiGNe Flowers, Focasta Wks. (1587) 104 Youa 
weake old woman forworne with yeares. 

Hence Forwea'ring w/. sd. + AM 

1609 R. Barnerp Faithf£ Sheph. 85 Some in meditating 
doe vse to speake and gesture; but this a forewearing of 
the spirits, and too Histrionian like. 

Forweary a. Obs.: see For- pref.! 10. 

Forweary (ffiwieri), v. Obs. or arch. Also 
6-9 fore-, [f. For- prefl + Wnary v.] trans. 
To weary, tire out. f 

? An intr. sense, ‘to become wearied’ is given in the Cevz. 
Dict, with reference to Palsgr., but he has only the trans. 
sense. Many of the examples of the pa. pple. might admit 
of being referred to the intrans. use. 

c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 3894 Ford Seden he comen to salmona, 
for-weried grucheden he doa. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vil. 239 
Nowe shaketh my hande, my pen waxeth dulle, For weryd 
and tyred. 1587 Freminc Contx. Holinshed II. 1320/2 
The foure foster children of desire entered in a braue chariot 
.. as men forewearied and halfe ouercome. 1603 KNoLLES 
Hist. Turks (1621) 8 The Christians forewearied with long 
travel, were not able farre to follow the Chace. 1819 Ww. 
Tennant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 112 Hawkey..Within 
the byre forwearyt stood. 1832 MotHerweEtt Zim the 
Tacket 10 A spectre-ship, Forwearied of the storm and 
ocean, 1867 Morris ¥ason 1. 389 A pleasant bed For tired 
limbs. .Of sandalled nymph, forewearied with the chase. 

Hence Forwearied /f/.a.; Forwearying v0/.sb. 

1562 LeicH Avimorie (1597) 126 b, As forwearied souldiers. 
1571 Gotpinc Calvix on Ps. xvii. 15 After long forwerying, 
he lay as it were inaslomber. 1592 NasuE P. Penilesse 
Wks. (Grosart) II. 134 The verie thought .. woulde haue 
inspired thy forewearied Muse with new furie. 1855 SINGLE- 
Ton Virgil 1. 210 His forwearied limbs. 

+ Forwee'p, v. Ods. Pa. pple. forwepe, 
-weped, -wept(e. [f. For- pvefl+ WuEP.] zztr. 
a. To exhaust oneself with weeping. b. Of a vine: 
To bleed excessively. 

c1350 Wil. Palerne 2868 Pe quen was wery for-wept & 
went to bedde. ¢1420 Pallad. on Husb. 111. 1149 Vines that 
forwepe & turne away flrom fruit. 1423 Jas. IL. Kingis Q. 
Ixxiii, For-wepit and for-pleynit pitously. @ 1300 Chaucer's 
Dyreme Wks. (1687) 606/2 With visage and ein all forwept, 
And pale, as man longe vnslept. 

+ Forwe'l(e)we, v. Obs. [ME., f. For- pref! 
+ welewe, ? related to WELK v.] zztr. To wither, 
decay, dry up. Only in fa. pple. 

@ 1300 Leg. Rood (1871) 22 Pe stapes he [Seth] vond uor- 
welwed. c1300 Life Fesus (Horstm.) 846 Pe figer felde a non 
is lef.. And fur weolewedeasa stok. ¢ 1340 Cursor M. 1255 
(Trin.) In bat weye shal pou. .se be steppes of bi moder & me 
For welewed in bat gres grene. 

+ Forwe'lk, v. Os. [f. For- pref.l+ WELK v.] 
trans. To wither. Hence Forwe'lked £//. a. 

?a@1366 Cuaucer Rom. Rose 361 A foul forwelked thing 
was she. 1593 Nasue Christ's T. 73b, They weare away 
with continuance, euen as Time doth weare and fore-welke 
[1612 fore-walke] vs, 1616 Buttoxar, Forewedlked, dried vp. 

+ Forwe'nd,v. Obs. [f. For- pvef.1+ Wenp. 
Cf. MLG. vorwenden, MHG. verwenden.] trans. 
To turn 27/0 (something) ; to turn, incline, dispose. 

ce 1250 Gen. § Ex, 1121 So ist nu forwent mirie dale In to 
dririhed. ¢1340 Cursor M. 24728 (Fairf.) We prai bat lauedi 
be for-wende bat we mai finde hir sone our frende. 

+ Forwe'rpe, forworpe, v. Ols. [OE. for- 
weorpan, f. For- pref.l + weorpan, WARP v., to 
throw.] ¢vanzs. To cast away, cast off, reject. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 2872 Meg secgan, se pe wyle sod sprecan.. 
pet he .. gudgewedu..forwurpe. c1175 Lamb. Hone. 105 
God nele pet we beon gredie 3itseras, ne ec for weorld 3elpe 
forworpan ure ehtan. c1220 Bestiary 345 Forwerpen pride 
euril[c] del, so hert dod his hornes. @ 1225 Aucr. R. 150 Al 
so god dede pet wule adeaden forworped hire rinde, pet is, 
unheled hire. arz00 Z£. E. Psalter |. 12 [li. 11] Ne for- 
werpe me fra face of pe. 

+ Forwhile. Os. rare-}. 
lasts only ‘ for a while’. 

e1gso Cuexe AZa?t. xiii. 21 He..hath noo root in himself, 
and y*rfoor is but a forwhile. 

+ Forwho're, v. Ods. [f. For- pref.1+ Worn 
sb.]_ trans. Yo lead into unchastity; to debauch, 
dehle. Also ref. and fig. 

¢ 1200 ORMIN 2043 3ho forrhoredd wass Purrh ful forrlezerr- 
nesse. @1225 Ancr, R. 394 Heo muhte uorhoren hire mid 
oder men, did. Ne beo neuer his leofmon uorhored mid so 
monie dedliche sunnen. ¢ 1315 SHOREHAM 59 The gode for- 
horede the fend Wyth hys blaundynge stevene. 

Hence Forwhorred #7. a. 

c12z00 Trin. Coll, Hom. 81 Iuelmennish and forhored 
mannish [ genxeracio mala et adultera] acseé after fortocne. 

+ Forwhy-, adv. and conj. Obs. Forms: 1 
for-hwi, -hwy, 2-4 -hwi (3 -we, -wi), 3-5 -qui, 
-quy, 3-6 -whi, 4--why. [OE. for-hwi, f. For 
sis + hwt, WHY, instr. ofhwet,neut. of hwdwho?] 

. adv, 


1. As direct interrog. For what reason? Why? 
¢ 1000 Ags. Ps, cxiii. 5 Pu, Iordanen, for hwi zengdest on 
becling? cx1178 Lamb. Hom. 153 Ach for-hwi nemned ure 


Something that 





484. 


drihten pis fa to neddre. ¢ 1200 ORMIN 12690 Forrwhi wass 
patt tatt Sannt Iohan amang pe leode se33de off Crist, tatt 
[etc.]. «@1300 Cursor M, 11157 loseph, dauid sun, for-qui 
[c 1340 (Fairf.) for-why] Wil pou leue bi spuse mari? ¢ 1475 
Partenay 3464 Alas ! this for-whi hast thou me in hate ? 
b. el/ipt. and quasi-znt. Cf. the use of Wuy ? 

In many early examples the interpretation ‘ because ” (see 
B.) would be equally suitable, the punctuation being merely 
due to the editors. » 

c1200 Trin. Coll, Hom. 7 Ure helendes on tocume pincd 
. grisliche alle manne. Forwi ! for pat [etc.]. 1513 Brap- 
snaw St. Werburge u. 1019 The horses had no power any 
part to take : For why? by myracle theyr heedes all..Were 
vp holden in the ayre. 1561 Kerue Ps. c. 4 ‘Add people 
that on earth do dwell’, For why? The Lord our God is 
good. x601 in Farr S. P. Eliz. (1845) II. 425 For why? 
temptations doe approach vs fast. 

2. As indirect zzéervog. For what reason, why. _ 

C1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 Her me ah to understonden for-whi 
hit seid alf quic. a1z25 Leg. Kath. 507 Schaw sumwhet of 
ham, for hwi ha beon wurde for to beon iwurd3et. ¢ 1320 
Cast. Love 115 The reson is good and feir for-whi. ¢ 1384 
Cuaucer H. Fame 1. 20 To knowe .. the causis Ffor-why 
this is more then that cause is. «1400-50 Alexander 4325 
And I sall quethe be forqui & quat is be cause. __ 

ellipt. 1710 Swirt Frud. to Stella 23 Dec., I will tell you 
no more at present, guess for why. 

3. With connective force: On account of which, 


for which cause ; wherefore. 

c1275 Death 31 in O. E. Misc. 170 Ah seodden moni mon 
bizet bores and halle For-hwi be wrecche sawle schal in-to 
pine ualle. 1340 Hampote Pr. Consc. 2478 Alle our syns 
pat may be knawen, Commes of our-selven. . For-why, with- 
outen God we syn sone. a 1400-50 Alexander 4584 3e say 
3e sawe neuire soile, ne na citis biggis .. For-quy as bestis 
on pe bent 3e growe on pe greuys. c¢1430 Pilger. Lyf Man- 
hode 1. xli. (1869) 59 The doublet is maad with poynynges, 
For whi it is cleped a pourpoynt. 1502 ARNOLDE Chron. 
(x81z) 18 For why we wyl and stedfastly commaunde that 
[etc.]. 

B. conj. 1. Because; =For com. 1. 

a1300 Cursor M. 6975 (Gott.) For-qui pai held pair lay 
lastand, Was na folk baim miht wid-stand. c1384 CHAUCER 
H. Fame u. 45 And al my felynge gan to dede For whi hit 
was to grete affray, 14.. Lanfranc’s Chirurg. 214 For- 
micam pou schalt brenne, fforwhi a cauterie drawip out al be 
matere pat is corrupt. c 1489 Caxton Sounes of Aynton ix. 
202 But no man that hath ony rayson in his hede ought not 
to counseyll you the same for whi the daunger is there grete. 
1584 R. Scor Discov. Witcher. x. ii. 144 Regard no dreames, 
for why the mind Of that in Sleepe a view doth take, Which 
[etc.]. 1674 N. Farrrax Bulk §& Selv. 188 The Argument.. 
will ever fall short upon this score: For why, there is not 
a full reckoning up of those attributes of his [God’s] that have 
to do in the work. 1883 E. A. Freeman JZS. letter, It 
will be pleasant if you go to the Old Borough .. Forwhy in 
that case you will certainly come on hither. 

b. For why that: (a) =sense 1; (4) on the con- 
sideration that; provided that. 

a 1300 Cursor MM. 3500 Pe fader luued esau for fode, For- 
qui pat he was archer gode. a1450 Le Morte Arth. 389 
(Roxb.) Thou shalt haue yiftis good, For why pat thou wilte 
dwelle wyth me. 

=F or com. 2 (=L. nam, enim). 

@ 1300 Cursor MM. 15242 Drinckes all o bis he said For-qui 
ites mi blod. 1388 Wycuir Gex. iii. 5 For whi[Vulg. ein] 
God woot that, in what euere dai 3e schulen ete therof [etc.]. 
¢ 1449 Pecock Rep~. 1v. iv. 445 Forwhi whi schulde he thanne 
more correcte..than be correctid. 1460-70 Bk. Quintessence 
(1866) 18 Saturne pe planete. .is enemye to al kynde. For why, 
euery snow [etc.] comep of him. 1513 BrapsHaw St. Wer- 
burge 1. 2607 Her merytes were..manyfest and playne For 
why by her merytes .. Sygnes and myracles were shewed 
full playne. 1603 Knoties ist. Turks 618 A camell might 
well carrie one of them [fieldpieces] .. for why, Solyman .. 
had., brought no greater pieces of batterie with him. 

Forwintered: see For- pref.l 5 c. 

+ Forwith, adv. and prep. Obs. See also 
Foroutu, Forrow. [f. For adv. or For- pref.? 
+ WITH.] =BEFoRE adv. and grep. (used of place, 
time, order, etc.). 

a1300 Cursor M. 215 Drery days fiuten..sal cum for-wit 
domesday. did. 1068 (Gétt.), Pis caym pat i forwid melte 
vnto his broper ire he bare. /did. 11006 He bat suld cum 
help vr hele Sent him forwit his bedele. JZd¢d. 11007 For-pi 
sent iesus iohn forwith, Ar he himself til vs wald kyth. 
Zbid. 11499 Melchior .. Wit recles forwit him he fell. 
a 1400-50 Alexander 15, I forwith 30w alle ettillis to schewe 
Of ane Emperoure. /ézd. 1675 As our fadirs has folowid 
forwith pis time. /4id. 2242 Quare-to feynys bou pis fare 
for-with myne e3en ? 

b. With eve, than. 

a 1300 Cursor MM, 10904 Als neuer did womman forwit ar. 
Ibid. 10953 He praid in be kyrk allan, Als he forwit pan was 
wont. did. 14423 Als i haf teld you forwit are. 

‘| =Forrawitu. ? =Immediately, at once. 

_.€ 1430 Two Cookery-bks. 1. 41, & put raw 30lkys of Eyroun 

ij or 1 per-to, & choppe for-with. 1609 Bite (Douay) Yosh. 

ih 1 hey being gone out the gate forwith was shutte. 
orwithered: see For- pref 5. 

+ Forwi'tting, sd. Ods. [f. For- pref.. + WitE 
v.+-ING1; after Du. verwizten.] Reproach. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 9t Parauenture ye remem- 
bred not that I shal now mare not to ony forwyttyng of yow, 


for ye be worthy alle worship. 
+ Forwle‘nch, v. Obs. [OE. forwlencean, f. 


For- pref! + wlencean to make proud, f. wlanc 
proud.] ¢vans. To render proud. 


¢897 K. AEtFrRED Gregory's Past. xxvi. (1871) 182 Donne 
hiene ne magon 6a welan forwlencean. a1310 Lyric P. 
(Béddeker) 183 When we beh wip bis world forwleynt. 


+ Forwonder, v. Ods. [f. For- pref.l + 
WonveR; cf. Ger. verwundern to be astonished 
at.] Only in pa. pple.: Astonished. 





FORWRECCHE. 


¢ 1200 OrMIN 3417 Iwhillc mann patt herrde itt ohht For- 
wunndred wass beeroffe. a 1300 Cursor M. 18163 Pai war for- 
wondred o bat light. 1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 10 Till him 
tald all haill the cass, That tharof all forvounderit wass. 

Forwo'rden, ///. a. Obs. exc. dial. Also trreg. 
3 Orm. forwurrpenn(-like), forworthyn, 9 dial. 
forwoden. [OE. forworden, pa. pple. of for- 
weordan : see FoRWORTH v.] Perished, gone to 
ruin. Hence (Ovm.) Forwurpenlike adv., cor- 


ruptly, perversely. 

c1200 OrMIN 6245 Pe33 wirrkenn 3unnkerr weorre Forr- 
wurrpennlike & ille. c1440 Jacob's Well (Eh. E. T. S.) 106 
Pou faryst as a forworthyn man, bat had leuere to lyen & 
rottyn in prisoun, ban to do penaunce. 1508 Dunsar Fiyting 
w. Kennedie 105 Forworthin fule, of all the warld reffuse. 
1513 DoucLas /nezs vi. iv. 21 A grysly den and ane for- 
worthyne gap of Cacus. 1691 Ray WV. C. Words 27 Fore- 
worden with Lice, Dirt etc., i.e. over-run with. 1847 Hatiiw. 
Fore-warden, destroyed, undone. North, 1855 Ropinson 
Whitby Gloss., They are lost and forwoden i’ muck. 


+ Forwo'rk, v. Ols. [OE. forwyrcan, f. For- 
pref.’ + wyrcan to Work; cf. OS. farwirkian, 
OHG. firwirken (MHG., mod.Ger. verwirken), 
Goth. frawaurhkjan.] ; - 

1. tvans. To forfeit (a possession, privilege, etc.), 
ruin (oneself) by one’s own conduct. 

axzo00 Crist g2t (Gr.) He bid. .ezeslic..to zeseonne..pam 
bzer mid firenum cumad ford forworhte. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 
221 Pet wuniunge on hefen rice, pe se deofel forwo[rJhte mid 
modinesse. ¢1z00 OrMIN 13734 Forr affterr pat ta forrme 
menn Adam & Eve ., Forrwrohhte werenn 3eness Godd, 
Ibid. 17534 Hu werenn pe33 forrwrohhte To drezhenn wa 
wipb mikell rihht Inn helle wipp pe defell? 1481 Caxton Rey- 
nard (Arb.) 52 Have I forwrought, and angred my frendes. 

2. To do wrong to, injure. 

c1205 Lay. 16694 Pat bu hauest pas hee burh swa swide 
for-worht. : 4 

3. To overwork, exhaust with toil. 


pple. Forwrou'ght. 

13.. £. E, Allit. P. C. 163 Pen bo wery for-wro3t wyst 
no bote. c1400 Desty. Troy 5861 He was very [=wery] for- 
wroght, & woundet full sore. c1g00 Lancelot 888 So for- 
wrocht hys lymmys ver ilkon. 1535 Srewart Cron. Scot. 
III. 44 Werie forwrocht, and richt weilsum of wane. 

Forworn (fpiwg'in), ofl. a. arch. [mod.Eng. 
(strong) pa. pple. of FoRwEAR v.] Worn out, ex- 
hausted, decayed, grown old, the worse for wear. 

1508 Fisuer 7 Penit. Ps. li. Wks. (1876) 117 To botche or 
mende an olde forworen thynge. 1570 Der JZath. Pref 
A iij b, They, who haue .. requested me, (an old forworne 
Mathematicien) to take pen in hand. 1590 Spenser /. Q. 
1. vi. 35 A silly man, in simple weedes forworne, And soild 
with dust. 1625 Gonsalvio’s Sp. Inguis. 64 He was an old 
forworne soldiour. 1631 WEEVER Azc. Yun. Mon. 545 Old, 
wearied, and for-worne Hackneyes. 1849 J. A. CARLYLE tr. 
Dante's Inferno 32 Those spirits who were foreworn and 
naked, changed colour. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. III. tv. 
410 Slowly he went, for afternoon it was, And with the long 
way was he much foreworn. 

Forworship: see For- pref. 4. 

+ Forwo:rth, v. Os. [OE. forweordan str. vb., 
f. For- pref.) + weordan to become (see WorTH 
v.); cf. ONG. farwerdan, 

In early northern ME. occasionally conjugated weak.] 

1. zntr. To perish, come to nought, go wrong. 

¢1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xxvi. 52 Mid swurde hig for- 
wurbad. cx17s5 Lamb, Hon. 109 Purh his ah3zene ehte 
forwurd aon echnesse. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hout. 155 Sum 
[sed] ful among bornes, and forward. c¢ 1220 Bestiary 175 If 
Ou hauest is broken Al Ou forbredes, forwurdes and forzelues. 
a1300 £, £. Psalter \xxxii. 9 [Ixxxiii, 10] Pai forworthed in 
Endor. 1340 Hampote Pr. Consc. 780 His werkes for- 
worthes bat he bygynnes. 

2. Todegenerate into, become(something inferior). 

@ 1225 Ancr. R. 370 Peo bet schulden one lecnen hore soule 
. uorwurded fisiciens & licomes leche. /d¢d. 422 Ancre ne 


schal nout forwurden scolmeistre. 
+ Forwou'nd, v. Obs. [OE. forwundian, f. 


For- pref.| + wundian, Wound v.] trans. To 
wound sorely. Hence Forwou'nded /7/. a. 

O. E. Chron, an. 882, & ba weron miclum forslezene & for 
wundode zr hie on hond eodon, ¢ 1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 He 
com bi pis forwundede mon. c 1208 Lay. 14713 Hors ford 
riht per for-wundede Catiger. 1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 1287 
pat folc vel doun vorwounded & aslawe in eiper side. c 1350 
Will. Palerne 3686 3our mene .. bat feynt ar for-fouten in 
feld & for-wounded. c¢1400 Rom. Rose 1830 Upon my feet 
I roos up than Feble, as a forwoundid man. 1496 Dives & 
Paup. (W. de W.) v1. xv. 258/2 He was so forwounded that 
by waye of manhode..nedely he muste dye. 

+ Forwra'p, v. Ods. Also 6 fore-. [f. For- 
pref.' + Wrap v.] trans. To wrap up. Also fig. 

¢€1386 CHaucer Pard. T. 390 Whe artow al for-wrapped 
save thi face? — Pavs. 7. » 246 Al moot be seyd, and no 
thyng excused, ne forwrapped. 1571 Fortescur tr. Mfexia’s 
Forest 43a, Whereunto he [Tamburlayne] answeared fore- 
wrapped in coller, Supposest thou [etc.]. 

+ Forwray’,v. Obs. [OE. forwrézan, f. For- 
pref. + wrégan to accuse: see BEwRAY.] trans. 
To accuse, betray, charge with a crime. 

O. E. Chron, an. 1009, Brihtric .. forwregde Wulfnod. .to 
pam cyning. a@x1z00 Moral Ode o7 Per sculle ben deofles 
swo fele be wulled us forwreien. a1225 Fudiana 46 Oder 
ichulle forwreien to mi meinfule feder. 1303 R. BRuNNeE 
Handi. Synne 11448 Pe synne hymself shal forwreye. 

+ Forwre‘cche, v. Ods.—' [f. For- pref + 
OE. wreccan to rouse.] ¢vans. To rouse to wrath. 

c1440 Facob’s Well (E. E.T.S.) 36, 1..sorwe more, bat I 
haue forwrecchyd my god, ban I drede..to gon to helle. 

Forwrinked, -writhen: see For- gvef.! 8. 


Only in pa. 


FORWROUGHT. 


+ Forwrouw ght, 77/. a. Ods. [See Forworx 
v.} Destroyed, ruined, accursed. In quot. adsol. 

¢ 1250 Gen. & Ex. 266 Quan al man-kinde.. Sal ben fro 
dede to liue bro3t, And seli sad fro Se forwro3t. 

+ Forye'llow, v. Oés. rare. [f. For- pref.l+ 
YELLow.] zr. To turn yellow, fade, 

¢ 1220 [see Forwortu 7. ]. ; 

+ Forye'me, v. Obs. [OE. forgéman, forzy- 
man, {, For- pref.l+zéeman, zgyman, YEME V., to 
take care.] ¢rans. To disregard, neglect. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 1751 He ba fordzesceaft forzyted and forgy- 
med. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 13 Gif 3e..mine heste forzemed. 
¢ 1200 ORMIN 7502 Purrh patt te33 Godess bodeword Forr- 
letenn & forrzemmdenn. a1250 Prov. dlfred 207 in O. 
£, Misc. 114 Monymon..for his seoluer hym seolue for- 
yemep. c¢1320 Cast. Love 947, I seo be mis-lyken and al 
for-3emed, And out of pin owne lond i-flemed. c14qo0 Ps. 
Penit. (1894) 26 For me that hath thi feyth foryemed. 

+ Foryie'ld, v. Ods. [f. For- pref} + Vienp 
v.; =OHG. fargeltan (mod.Ger. vergelten).] 

1. trans. To repay, recompense, requite. With 
personal obj. in dative, and direct obj. of the thing. 
Also zztr. (const. of). Phr, God, etc. foryzeld (it). 

971 Blick. Hom. 45 Pa wes him forgolden efter his agenum 
gewyrhtum. cx175 Lamb. Hon, 65 For godes luue forzeue 
we al, for he hit wel forzelden scal. c1z05 Lay. 2298 An 
pu mi muchele swinc mid sare for3eldest. a 1300 Cursor MM. 
4883 Sir, godd pe for-yeild. .Ofal pi god, and haue god day. 
1362 LancL. P. Pd. A. vit. 263 Pis is a loueli lesson vr lord 
hit pe for-3elde! ¢1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 102 And 
men say lyght chepe Letherly for-yeldys. 1s60 RoLLanp 
Crt. Venus i. 560 God 30w for3eild. 

2. To afford, permit. 

¢1420 Pallad. on Huséb, 1. 311 Thyn hous .. to repare as 
may thi londe foryelde. 

Hence Foryie'lding v0/. sd., the action of the vb., 
an instance of this; retribution, a reward. 

ax1300 E. £. Psalter cii{i]. 2 And nil forgete alle his for- 
yheldinges. 

Forytt, obs. f. Ferrur 50,1 

|| Forzando (fprtsa‘ndo), adv. Aus. [It. gerund 
of forzare to force.] With force: an indication 
that a note or passage is to be rendered with force 
or emphasis; =SFORZANDO. 

1828 in Bussy Mus. Man. 1876 in Strainer & Barrerv. 

Foschip, foshipe, obs. forms of ForsHip. 

Fosile, obs. form of Focte, 


Fosper, var. f. of footspore (see Foor sd. 35), 

1570 Levins Manip. 73/44. 

F'oss, var. form of Force sé.2, Fosse, 

|| Fossa (fp'st). Pl. fosse. Anat. [L. fossa 
ditch, fem. pa. pple. (understand ¢erva, earth) of 

JSodére to dig.] A shallow depression, pit, or cavity. 

1830 R. Knox Béclard’s Anat, 68 The inflation of the 
abdomen. .causes the contents of the stomach to flow..into 
..the nasal fossze or the mouth. 1856-8 W. Crark Van 
der Hoeven's Zool. Il. 505 Sphenostoma..Nostrils basal, 
placed in a fossa. 1870 RoLLEston Anim. Life 6 Between 
the temporal and the antorbital fossae. 

+ Fossage. Ods.—° [ad. med.L. fossdg-ium, 
f. L. fossa ditch.] (See quot.) 

1721-92 Battery, ossage,a Composition paid, to be excused 
from the. -maintaining the Ditches round a Town. 

Fossak (fpsek). (See quot.) 

1888 Atheneum 21 Apr. 503/2 The tidal trout, or so-called 
* fossak’ of the Inver and other rivers. 

Fossane (fp'sein). [a. F. fossane; French tra- 
vellers give fossa as the native name.] A species 
of weasel or genet, found in Madagascar, etc. 

1781 Pennant Quadrup. II. 349 Weesel.. Fossane. W. 
with a slender body [etc.]. 1855-82 in OGILviE. 


Fosse (fps). Also 7-9 foss. [a. F. fosse, ad. 
L. fossa (see Fossa).] 

1. An excavation narrow in proportion to its 
length ; a canal, ditch, or ‘trench ; a cart-rut. 

a1440 Siv Degrev. 1640 The stede stert over a fosse and 
strykys astray. 1477 Norton Ord. Adch.i. in Ashm. (1652) 
19 As water in fosses of the Carte-wheele. 1555 EDEN 
Decades 137 Fosses or trenches made of oulde tyme. 1606 
Hotianp Sveton. 185 Hee had an intention. .from thence 
by a Fosse to let the Sea into old Rome. 1664 Evetyn 
Sylva (1776) 44 You may plant them in double Fosses, 1806 
Surr Winter ix Lond. (ed. 3) III. 41, I stripped off several 
of his garments, which I threw intoa fosse. 1853 G. JoHN- 
ston Wat. Hist. E. Bord. 1. 254 With moundsand parallel 
fosses that have evidently an artificial origin. 

Jig. 1549 Compl. Scot. i. 19 The diuyne sapiens .. garris 
them fal in the depe fosse of seruitude. 

2. esp. in Fortzf. and Archxol. A ditch or dike 
formed to serve as a barrier against an advancing 
foe, a moat surrounding a fortified place. 

¢1400 Maunbev. (1839) iv. 32 There nyghe is the Fosse of 
Mennon, that is alle round. 1549 Compl. Scot. xiv. 113 
Thai maid tua lang depe fosses about al the toune. 1678 
tr. Gaya’s Art of War i. 113 A Trench, a casting up_ of 
Earth by way of Parapet, with a Ditch or Foss on the side 
of the Enemy. 1774 Pennanr Jour Scotl. in 1772,95 A 
round British camp surrounded with two fosses. 1807 G. 
Cuacmers Caledonia 1.1. iv. 157 It..was defended by three 
strong ramparts, and two large fosses. 1872 Baker Wile 
Tribut. iy. 5t A deep fosse is a safeguard against a sudden 
surprise. 1882 SwINBURNE T77istramz of Lyonesse 122 What 
fosse may fence thee round as deep as hate? 

transf. 1860 Motiey Wetherd. II. ix. 22 [The Meuse] was 
now..in the power of the Spaniards, The Province of Bra. 
bant became thoroughly guarded again by its foss, 

+3. A deep hole dug in the ground; apit. Also, 
a burying-ground, grave. Ods, 
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1474 Caxton Chesse 1. vii, Than he herde a voyce that 
yssued out of the fosse or pitte of the sacrefises. 1669 
Wor ince Syst. Agric. (1681) 137 Its usual to apply good 
Mould. .to fill up the Foss after the placing the Tree. 1727 
Braptey Fam. Dict. s.v., The Foss or Pit for the Bait 
should be under it as at A. B.C. D.  a@1777 FawKes 
Apollonius Rhodius 11. 1277 A deep round foss he made, 
And on the kindling wood the victim laid. 1855 SMEDLEY 
Occult Sc, 129 Most of the spirits..hover over the foss and 
its bloody libation. 

b. Hist. A pit [=med. Lat. fossa] in which 
women condemned for felony were drowned. 

1825-80 JaMIEsON s.v. Pit & Gallows, Insome old deeds. . 
these terms [/zrca et fossa] are rendered /urc and fos. 

+ 4, A waterway or navigable channel. Ods. 

160or Hotranp Pliny I. 117 In the fosse and mouth of this 
riuer Phasis. 

An abyss, chasm, or gulf. [transl. It. dolgza.] 

1814 Cary Dante, [zf. vit. 74 We came within the fosses 
deep, that moat This region comfortless. 

6. Anat. = Fossa. 

1730-36 BaiLey (folio), Foss [with Anatomists] a kind of 
cavity in a bone, with a large aperture, but no exit or per- 
foration. 1847 Jounston in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club Il. 
No, 5.215 Its origin was marked by a deep incissure or fosse 
in the back. 1883 Knowledge 13 July 22/2 Between the 
margin and the feelers..there may be a groove or foss. 

7. attrib. and Comb., as foss-ditch; foss-work, 
List, (Feudal), work done on the town foss. 

1772 Burke Corr. (1844) I. 402 The nature of the Turkish 
frontier provinces, an immense foss-ditch (if I may so call it) 
of desert, is a defence made .. at the expense of mankind. 
1775 ASH, Foss-qwork. 

! Fosse (fo'se). Also anglicized forms 8 faussee, 
fossée, -ee; and Sc. Fowsiz. [F. fossé:—late L. 
Jossatum, neut. pa. pple. of fossare, freq. of fodére 
to dig.] 

A fosse, ditch, or sunk fence. 

1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4470/3 In the Night we made the 
Descent of the Fossés of the Counterguard on the Right. 
1727 S. Switzer Pract. Gard. 1x. \xxvii. 366 The digging 
of the fossee round will goa great way in raising the ground. 
1761 Hume Hist. Eng. Il. xxxvii. 312 Having ordered 
Andelot..to drain the fossée, he commanded an assault. 
1769 De Foe’s Tour Gt. Brit. 1. 175 The Orangery .. is 
separated from the Lawn by a Faussee. 1802 C. James 
Milit. Dict., Fossé in fortification. See Ditch. 

Fossed (fpst),a. [f. Fosse+-pp%.] Encircled 
with or as with a fosse. 

1682 WHELER Yourn. Greece 1. 60 A square Toure, or 
Castle, Fossed without but not very deep. 1831 LANDoR 
Siege Ancona Wks, 1846 II. 584 Burnt-offerings raised In 
your high places, and fossed round with blood ! 

Fosser, obs. form of Forcer!, 

r6or Hoxttanp Pliny xvi. xl, These trees be good for 
caskets and fossers. 

Fosset, obs. form of Facnr, Faucet, Forcer., 

Fossette (fpse't). [a. F. fosse¢te dimple, dim. 
of fosse ditch: see Fossz.] A little hollow, de- 
pression, or dimple; esp. a. Zodl. (see quot. 1856). 
b. Path. ‘A small ulcer of the transparent comea, 
the centre of which is deep’ (Ogilyv.). 

1848 Craic, Hossette (French) a little hollow; a dimple. 
1852 Dana Crust.1. 49 Inner antennz without fossettes, and 
elongated. 1856-8 W. CrarKk Van der Hoeven's Zool. 1. 
178 Cestotdea.—Head usually furnished with fossettes or 
suctorial oscules. 1862 Dana AZaz. Geol. 273 Showing. .the 
depression or fossette in the star on one side. 

Fossick (fp'sik), v. Austral. [app. of Eng. 
dial. origin; cf. ‘ Hosseck, a troublesome person, 
Sosstking, troublesome. Warw.’ (Halliwell).] 

1. intr. in Mining. To search for gold by dig- 
ging out crevices with knife or pick, or by work- 
ing in washing-places and abandoned workings 
in the hope of finding particles or small nuggets 

overlooked by others. Also, to fosstch about. 

1852 W. H. Hatt Diggings Victoria 16 (Morris) Fossick- 
ing (picking out the nuggets from the interstices of the slate 
formation) with knives and trowels. 1855 Crarxe Dict., 
Fossick, to undermine a man’s gold-digging. 1864 Rocrrs 
New Rush 1. 18 We'll fossick wherever we think there is 
gold. 1886 M. Kerrsuaw in Sfectator 4 Dec. 1630 When 
a Chinaman fossicks about for gold or tin. 

2. gen. To rummage or hunt abont ; to search. 

1887 Jdlustr. Lond. News 12 Mar. 282/3 ‘ Fossicking’ 
among books and memoranda I came upon an .. example. 

1889 Botprewoop Robbery under Arms (1890) 165 We 
fossicked about fora while to see if the man..had left any- 
thing behind him, 1890 Melbourne Argus 2 Aug. 4/3 Half 
the time was spent in fossicking for sticks. 

3. trans. To dig out, to hunt up (something). 

@ 1870 LemaitRE Songs of Gold Fields 14 He ran from the 
flat.. Without waiting to fossick the coffin lid out. 1893 J. 
A. Barry Steve Brown's Bunyif & Vl have to fossick up 
them mokes, Mariar. 

Hence Fo'ssicking wd/. sd. and ff/. a. Also 
Fo'ssicker, one who fossicks, esf. a pocket-miner 
or a prospector for gold. 

1859 CornwaLis Vew World I. 130 A plain leather belt, 
in which he. . carries his fossicking knife. 1864 Rocers New 
Rush i. 32 Steady old fossickers often get more Than the 
first who opens ground. 1880 SuTHERLAND Tales Goldf. 22 
He commenced working. .at surface digging and fossicking. 
1891 JZelbourne Argus 25 July 13/2 One could wish that 
all irrigationists would take the view that most of the native 
birds, and above all the swamp fossickers, are not merely 
friends but allies. 

Fossiform (fp'siffm), a. [f. L. fossa (see 
Fossa) +-(1)ForM.] Taking the form of a Fossa, 

1846 Dana Zooph, (1848) 188 Cells fossiform. 





FOSSIL. 


Fossil (fpsil), a. and sd. Also 6 focille, 7-8 
fossile, (7 -ill, 8 fosile, fossel), [a. F. fossz/e, 
ad. L. fossz/-zs dug up, f. fodére to dig.] 

A. adj. 


1. Obtained by digging; found buried in the earth. 
[1563 W.-Futxe JZeteors (1640) 1 Those bodies, that are 
generated in the earth called Fossz/ia.] 1654 Vitvain Epit. 
ss. ut. 1xx, Seven unmixt fossil Metals are forecited. 1669 
WoruinceE Syst. Agric. (1681) 25 Lime, Chalk, Marle, or any 
cold fossile Soils, are an extraordinary Improvement to dry, 
sandy, hot Lands. 1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. 101 Fossile 
Dice, which they say they dig out of the Earth. 1732 
Arsutunor Xzles of Diet 269 All fossil Salts, as Sea-Salt, 
Rock-Salt, etc. 1816 J. SmitrH Panorama Sc. & Art II. 
354 Fossil coal, and..bitumen, contain a large quantity of 
carbon. 1854 Ronatps & RicHarpson Chez. Technol. (ed. 2) 
1. 54 The oldest of all kinds of fossil fuel, the anthracite. 
+b. Lossil fishes: fishes anciently supposed to 
live in water underground. Ods. 

1661 Lovey “ist. Anim. & Min. Introd. [a 1661 Futter 
Worthies Lancashire u. (1662) 107 These Pisces Fossiles or 
Subterranean Fishes must needs be unwholesome.] . 

2. Now applied in narrower sense to the remains 
of animals and plants, belonging to past (usually 
prehistoric) ages, and found embedded in the strata 
of the earth. (Commonly apprehended as an attrib. 
use of the sb.) 

Fossil ivory, ivory furnished by the tusks of mammoths pre- 
served in Siberian ice ; fossiZ screws (see quot. 1882). 

1668 Phil. Trans. 1. 111 Of Fossile wood and Coals. 
€1680 Enquiries 2/1 Is there any. .Amianthus, Fossile teeth, 
or any kind of Ore unknown to you? 1695 Woopwarp /Vat. 
Hist. Earth v1. (1702) 251 The fossil Shells are many of them 
of the same kinds with those that now appear upon the neigh- 
bouring Shores. 1753 CuHamsers Cyc/. Suppl. s.v. vory, 
Fossile Ivory. 1754 Phil. Trans. XLVIILI. 801 It is..con- 
siderably lighter than any fossile petrifaction. 1758 FoTHER- 
citi zézd. L, 688 The fossill Bones of an Alligator found .. 


near Whitby. 1802 PLayratr [l/ustr. Hutton. Th. 196 This 
is true likewise of the fossil-pitch of Coal-Brookdale. 1850 
LyeLy 2nd Visit U. S. II. xxx. 177 A fossil forest. 1875 


Maske Lt Jvorvies 2 Another kind of real ivory—the fossil 
ivory. 1880 Haucuton Phys. Geog. vi. 264 Its fossil eggs 
are estimated at twenty-four pounds weight each. 1882 
CassELL, ossil-screws, a popular name for the casts in the 
rock left by spiral shells, or for those of encrinites when their 
impressions are horizontally furrowed. 

Jig. 1841-4 Emerson Zss., Poet Wks, (Bohn) I. 162 
Language is fossil poetry. 1849 Robertson Serv. Ser. 1. 
xii, (1866) 206 Words are fossil thoughts. 1877 Conner Basis 
Faith i. 34 The fossil impression of a dead faith. 

b. Used in names of certain mineral substances 
fancifully considered to resemble organic products, 
as fosstl copal, cork, farina: see the sbs.; fosszl 
Jiax, paper, wood, wool, varieties of asbestos ; fosszl 
flour, meal, ? =fossil farina. 

1859 Pace Hanudbk. Geol. Terms, Fossil-Paper, Fossit- 
Wool. 1882 Cassett, Fossilflour. ILbid., Fossil-wood. 
1882 OciLvir, ossil-flax. 1883 Cassell’s Fam. Mag. Dec. 
62/2 ‘ Fossil meal’ is the name given to a composition. .used 
for coating steam pipes and boilers. 

3. Applied contemptuously to persons, ideas, etc.: 
Belonging to the past, out of date; ‘ petrified’, in- 
capable of growth or progress. 

1859 T. Parker in Weiss Zz (1863) II. 103 The Pope is 
a fossil ruler, pre-medizval. 1894 Lp. Rosesery in West, 
Gaz. 22 Mar. 5/2 Those fossil politicians—for there is a 
fossil Radicalism as well as a fossil Toryism. 

B. sb. +1. Inearly use: Any rock, mineral, or 
mineral substance dug out of the earth. Ods. 

1619 H. Hutton Follie’s Anat. (Percy Soc.) 23 So that he 
seemes as if black Vulcan’s art Of diverse fossiles had com- 
pil’d each part. 1665-6 Phil. Trans, I, 111 Of some Fossils 
as Sand, Gravel, Earths. 1744 BerKELEy Siris § 23 Its 
being dug out of the earth shews it to be a fossil. 1799 
Scotd. Descr. (ed. 2) 15 An infinite diversity of minerals and 
other fossils. 1807 Hraprick View Min. etc. Arran 58, 
I could not find any solid rock of that fossil [pitchstone]. 
1814 tr. Alaproth’s Trav. 382 The chief mass of this por- 
phyry seems..to be a distinct fossil from basalt. 

+b. A fossil fish: see A. I b. Ods, 

15869 E. Fenton Sec. Vat. 50b, The auncient Philoso- 
phers affirme, that there haue bene founde fishes vnder the 
earth, who (for that cause) they called Focilles. 

ce. humorously. Something dug out of the earth. 

1858 Lavy Hottanp Alene. Syd. Smith 1.376 You always 
detect a little of the Irish fossil, the potato, peeping out in 
an Irishman. 

2. Now only in restricted sense : Anything found 
in the strata of the earth, which is recognizable as 
the remains of a plant or animal of a former geo- 
logical period, or as showing vestiges of the animal 
or vegetable life of such a period. ‘ 

[1707 Curios. in Husb. & Gard. 296 When a Plant petri- 
fies, it degenerates by degrading it self to the Rank of 
Fossiles.] 1736 P. CoLzinson in Darlington’s Menz. (1849) 
73 What are called fossils—being stones..that have either 
the impressions, or else the regular form of shells, leaves, 
fishes, fungi [etc.]. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) 1. 26 
These shells and extraneous fossils are not productions of 
the earth. 183x Brewster Vew?son (1855) II. xvi. 100 He 
regarded fossils as the real remains of plants and animals 
which had been buried in the strata. 


8. fig. Something ‘petrified’, that has lost its 
vitality or capacity for growth or progress. Also, 
contemptuously applied to a person of antiquated 
notions or habits. 

1844 Emerson Lect., Vug. Amer. Wks. (Bohn) II. 300 
Government has been a fossil; it should bea plant. 1857 


C. Bronte Professor iv, When a man endures what ought 
to be unendurable he is a fossil. 


FOSSILATE. 


4. attrib. and Comé., attributive or similative, as 
fossil-like adj.; objective, as fossil-bearing adj. ; 
fossil-botanist, one skilled in fossil-botany, the 
study of fossil plants; fossil-ore (see quot.). 

1886 A. WincHELL Walks § Talks Geol. Field 195 These 
lowest *fossil-bearing strata. 1850 H. Mitter /ootpr. 
Creat. x, (1874) 183 The *fossil botanist who devoted him- 
self chiefly to the study of microscopic structure. 1882 
Casset, *Fossil-botany. 1874 Sayvce Compar. Philol. i. 
6x Long-forgotten strata of society which our *fossil-like 
records revealto us. 1881 RaymMonp Mining Gloss., *Hossil 
ore, fossiliferous red hematite. : é 

Hence + Fo'ssilry, ? a collection of fossils, 

1755 Gentl, Mag. XXV. 567 Verses occasion’d by seeing 
the Fossilry at Tenderves in Cornwall. 

Fossilate (fpsileit), v. [f. Fossn sd. + -aTE3.] 
trans. or intr. To make or become fossil, Hence 
Fo'ssilated #//.a. Also Fossila‘tion, the action 
of the vb. ; = FossinizaTron, 

1819 G. S, Faner Disfensations (1823) 1. 143 The fossilated 
ruins of the productions of the third, and fifth, and sixth 
demiurgic periods. 1832 Mvaser’s Mag. V. 553 The fossi- 
lated remains of their skeletons. 1886 A. WincHELL Walks 
& Valks Geol. Field 128 There are two suggestious in refer- 
ence to the way in which iron-ore particles have been ac- 
cumulated :—first, fossilation of ancient iron-bogs; second, 
segregation. ; 

Fossiled (fp'sild), Af. a. rare. [f. Fossiu sd. 
+-ED1!.] Made fossil, fossilized. 

1868 G. Srepnens Runic Mon. 1. 28 Everywhere both 
living and fossiled word-foliage, everywhere transition, 

Fossiliferous (fpsili‘féras), a. [f. Fosstn sé. 
+-(i)FERousS. Cf. F. fosstdéfere.] Bearing or con- 
taining fossils or organic remains. 

18., LyeLt Princ. Geol. (1875) IL. 1. xxi, 194 The fossili- 
ferous deposits of modern date, 1858 Grixiz (7st. Boulder 
vi.97 Richly fossiliferous beds of the mountain limestone. 

Fossilification (fpsilifike'fan).  [f Fossi- 
LIFY; see -FICATION.] The action of the vb. Fos- 
SILIEY ; petrifaction. 

1846 Worcester (cites Waites), 1855 in Ocitvie Suppl. 

Fossilify, v. vave—°. [f. Foss sd. +(1)FY.] 
trans. and intr, = FOSSILIZE. 

In recent Dicts. ' 

Fossilism (fp'silizm). [f. Fosstn sd. +-1sM.] 

1. The scientific study of fossils. vave—1. 

1796 Coterincr in J. Cottle Zarly Recollect. (1837) I. 192, 
I would thoroughly understand Mechanics; Hydrostatics.. 
Fossilism ; Chemistry [etc.]. 

2. The state of being a fossil, the character or 
nature of a fossil. 

1861 Jed. Times 18 May 526/1 Precocity may talk of 
superfluous laggards and obstructive fossilism. 

Fossilist ({p:silist). Now somewhat rare. [f. 
as prec. +-18T.] One who studies fossils, an autho- 
rity on fossils, a paleontologist. 

1746 [see ARGUMENT v. 4]. 1766 PENNANT Zool. (1768) I. 
41 Those remains which fossilists distinguish by the title of 
diluvian. 1806 Guide to Watering Places 115 The fossilist 
and botanist may here find ample amusement. 1876 Pace 
Adv. Text-bk. Geol. vi. 113 Battles of opinion were fought 
between Cosmogonists, Diluvialists, and Fossilists. 

Fossility (fpsiliti). [fas prec.+-mry. Cf. F, 
fosstlité.| ‘The quality or state of a fossil. 

1860 in Worcester (citing Penny Cycd.). 

Fossilization (fp:siloizéi-fon). [f. Fossiiizu v. 
+ -ATIonN. Cf. F. fosstlisation.] 

1. The action or process of fossilizing ; the conver- 
sion of vegetable and animal remains into fossils. 

1819 G. S. Faser Disfensations (1823) 1. 124 The human 
species alone. .entirely escaped fossilization. 1827 G. Hic- 
cins Celtic Druids 142 Draw up one of the piles driven into 
the Danube by Trajan, and see how far in it the process of 
fossilization has proceeded. 1872 NicHotson Palgont. 3 
Fossilisation may be applied in a general sense to all the 
processes through which an organic body passes in order 
to become a fossil. : 

2. The process of becoming, or state of having 
become, antiquated. 1886 [see Frurpity rb.] 

Fossilize (fpsilsiz), v. [f. Fossim sd. + -1zn, 
Cf. F. fossdliser.] 

1. a. ¢vans. To turn or change into a fossil. 

1794 Hunter in Pil. Trans. LX XXIV. 407 Bones that 
are fossilized become so in the medium in which they were 
deposited at the animal’s death. 1854 F. C. Bakeweti 
Geol. 32 ‘ Petrifying wells’ do not, however, fossilize the 
things putinto them, 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 229 There is 
much more likelihood that the remains of animals .. should 
be fossilized. 

b. zxztr. To become, or be changed into, a fossil. 

1828 in Wesster; and in later Dicts. 

2. fig. a. trans. ‘Tocause to become antiquated, 
rigid, or fixed’; ‘to place beyond the influence of 
change or progress’ (Webster 1864); varely, to 
preserve as if in fossil form. b. zutr. for vefl. 

a. 1856 Mrs. Brownine Aur. Leigh vit. 532 Ten layers 
of birthdays on a woman’s head Are apt to fossilise her 
girlish mirth, 1862 R. H. Patrerson Zss. Hist. § Art 98 
Poetry,—which last century became temporarily fossilised 
from a slavish worship..of antiquated models. 1877 A. B. 
Epwarps Uf Nile iv. 100 Sakkarah fossilises the name of 
Sokari, one of the special denominations of. . Osiris. 

; 1864 WexsteR, Vossidize, to become antiquated, rigid, 

or fixed, beyond the influence of change or progress. 1888 

Co-op. News 2 June 550 If it is to flourish, and not fossilize. 
3. intr, To search for fossils. collog. 


1845 Lye. Trav. NV. Amer. 1, 158, I fossilized for three 
days very diligently. 
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Hence Fo'ssilized Af/. a.; Fo'ssilizing v0/. sd. 
and ffi. a. 

1819 G. S. Faser Dispensations (1823) I. 124 No proper 
fossilized portion of the human subject has ever yet been 
detected. 18.. Lyeit Princ. Geol. (1875) I. 1. xiv. 314 The 
Fossilizing process, 1861 STANLEY Lect. Eccl. Hist, p.XxXxvill, 
The fossilised relics of the old Imperial Church. 1887 Frira 
Autobiog. 1. xviii. 228 The Academy ‘has changed all that’, 
as well as other fossilized rules. 1891 Athena 28 Nov. 
715/t The fossilizing influence of the patristic theologians. 

Fossil(1(e, var. form of Foor.e. 

16t2 Woopa.t Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 151. 1656 RipGLEY 
Pract. Physic 242. 

+t Fossilogy. 00s. [Incorrectly f. Fosst1 sd. + 
-Locy.] That branch of science which deals with 
fossils ; paleontology ; also, a treatise on this. So 
+ Fossi‘logist, one who studies this science. 

1776 G. Epwarps (é7¢Ze) Elements of Fossilogy. 1776 Dr 
Costa Conchology 250 The Gryphytee of fossilogists. 1806 
Guide to Watering Places 176 In fossilogy we shall notice 
the echini, shark’s teeth, and ammoniz. 1812 Gentl. Mag. 
LXXXII. 1. 206 An accurate and learned fossilogist. 1866 
Puitures in Athenwum 2 May (1874), Natural History and 
‘ Fossilogy ’, as we then termed the magnificent branch of 
study now known as Palzeontology. : 

Fossilo‘logy. 7ave-°. A less incorrect form 
(in Dicts.) of Fosstnogy. So Fossilolo‘gical a., 
pertaining to ‘fossilology’, Fossilo-logist, one 
who studies this science. 

1837 WHEWELL Hist. Induct. Sc. III. xvut. iii. § 2. 525 
When..earlier writers. .spoke of mineralogical and fossilo- 
logical maps. 1864 WorcESTER (cites Buchanan), Mossilology. 
1882 CassELL, Hossilologist. . 

+ Fo'ssion. Ods. varve-°. [ad. L. fosston-em, 
n. of action f. fodére to dig.] A digging. 

1656-81 BLount Glossogr., Fossion, a digging or delving. 

|| Fossor (fpsp1). Eccl, [L. fossor in late L. 
sense of ‘ grave-digger’.] An officer of the early 
Church charged with the burial of the dead. 

1854 Coit. Wiseman Jadiola (1855) 205, I saw it all, 
answered the old fossor. 1877 WitHROw Cataconzbs of Rome 
(ed. 3) 519 A very numerous class in the economy of the 
primitive church was that of the fossors, or grave-diggers. 

Fossorial (fpsoo'rial), a. and sb, Chiefly Zool. 
[f. L. fossdrt-us, f. fossor, agent-n. of fodére to dig 
+-AL.] A. adj. 

1. Having a faculty of digging, able to burrow, 
burrowing, fodient. 

Fossorial Hymenoptera, a family of insects called Yossores. 

1836-9 Topp Cycl. Anat. II. 46/2 The recently discovered 
American fossorial animal, the Chlamyphorus. 1845 Zoolo- 
gist IIL. 847 Some species of Fossorial Hymenoptera. 1877 
Coues Fur Anint. ix. 280 Other animals are as decidedly 
fossorial as the Badger. j ' 

2. Of or pertaining to fodient animals, adapted 
for or used in burrowing. 

1845 Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat. I. 148 Among the 
Edentata those tribes possess a clavicle whose habits are 
fossorial. 1854 Owen in Circ. Sc. (€1865) II. 107/1 The 
fossorial (digging and scratching) character of the .. 
mechanism of the limbs. 1865 Woop Homes without H. 
22 The fossorial limbs of the badger. 

B. sd. A fossorial animal. 

1855 in Ocitvie Suppl., Fossorials. 

Fossorious (fps0e'rias), a. 
= FOssorIAt. 

1826 Kirpy & Sp. Lxtomol. (1828) II]. xxxv. 545 The first 
pair of legs are fossorious. 

|| Fossula (forsizla). [L. fosseda, dim. of fossa: 
see Fossa.] A small fossa; spec. a. Anat. ‘One 
of the numerous slight depressions on the surface of 
the cerebrum ’ (1894 Gould Dict. Mfed.). Ib. Zool. 
A yacant space representing one of the primitive 
septa of certain corals; more fully septal fossula. 

1843 J. G. Witkinson Swedenborg’s Anim. Kingd. 1. i. 21 
They lie on the base of the tongue in superficial crypts or 
fossulz. 1879 NicuoLson in Zxcycl. Brit. VI. 382/1 The 
septal fossula. 

Fossulate (fpsizlet), a. Amat. and Zool. [f. 
L. fossula (see FossuLA) + -ATE2.] Having one 
or more long narrow grooves or depressions. 

1839-47 Topp Cycl. Anat. III. 297/1 In the kangaroo .. 
there is a large fossulate papilla near the base of the tongue. 

Fossule (fp'siz/l). [anglicized form of Fossuua.] 
= FOSSULA. 1889 in Cent, Dict. 

Fossulet (fp'sizlét). Zutom. [dim. of Fos- 
SULE: see -ET.] An elongated shallow groove. 

1889 in Cent. Dict. 

+ Fossure. Obs. vave—°. [ad. L. fossiir-a, f. 
fodére to dig.] ‘ A digging’ (1727 Bailey vol. II.). 

+ Fo'stal, sb. Obs. rave-1. In 5 fi. fostalx. 
[?a contraction of Foorsraxu (not recorded in this 
sense).] The track of a hare. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans E viij b, When he [a hare] rennyth in 
the way drye or weete Then men may finde fostalx of clees 
or of feete. 

Fostal, var. form of FoRESTALL sé. 2. 

+ Forstell. Ods. rare—'. [?a. OF. fustaille 
(mod.F. frdtaille) cask.] ?A cask. 

a151o Douctas A. Hart u. |xi, Grein Lust, I leif to the 
at my last ende, Of fantisie ane fostell fillit fow. 

Fosten, obs. form of Fusrian. 

Foster (fpstoz), sb.1 Obs. exc. in Comb. [OE. 
Jéstor, str, neut. = ON. féstr:—OTent. *féstro™, 


{. root */0@- (see Foon) + instrumental suffix -Zvo-.] 


[f. as prec. + -OUS.] 





FOSTER. 


1. Food, nourishment. 

c 1000 Saxon Leechd. 11.198 Sio is blodes timber, & blodes 
hus, & fostor. ¢c1230 Hali Meid. 15 Ure licomes lust is he 
feondes foster, 

Proverb. a1420 Hocciteve De Reg. Princ. 60 Styntyng 
the cause, th’ effect styntethe eke, Nolenger forster, no lenger 
lemman. 1670 Ray Proverbs 94 No longer foster no longer 
friend. 

2. Guardianship, keeping, fostering. A? foster, 
at nurse (with a foster-parent). 

¢ 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 320 Now shalle thai have 
rom in pyk and tar ever dwelland, Of thare sorow no some, 
bot ay to be yelland In oure fostre. 1861 G. W. DasentT 
Burnt Njal \1. 166 They had children out at foster there, 

3. a. Offspring, progeny. b. One nourished or 
brought up; a foster-child, nursling. ec. An animal 


of one’s own breeding. 

a. a1175 Cott. Hom. 225 Ic 3egaderi in-to be of dierc nne 
and of fuzel cynne simle 3emacan, pat hi eft to fostre bien. 
a1225 Leg. Kath. 451 Ant ti semliche schape schawed wel 
pet tu art freo monne foster. 13.. Z. £. Addit. P. B. 257 
For hit was be forme-foster pat pe folde bred. 1513 DoucLas 
Aineis vi. xv. 86 Ne neuer, certis, the ground of the 
Romanis Of ony foster sall hym so avance. 

b. cz205 Lay. 25921 Eleine min ajen uoster. 1585 
M. W. Commendat. Verses to Fas. I’s Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 10 
Lo heir the fructis, Nymphe, of thy foster faire. ¥ 

C. 1609 Skene Reg. Maz. 108 This..beast..is my leill, 
lawfull, and hamehalde cattell, or my inborne foister, the 
quhilk was thifteouslie stollen fra me. : 

4. attrib. and Comb., as foster-home, -mittlk, 
FOSTER-BROTHER, -SISTER; FOSTER-CHILD, -SON 
and synonymously /oster-babe, -daughter. Also 
FOsTER-FATHER, -MOTHER and in the synonyms 

Soster-dam, + -mame (Sc.), -parent, -stre; hence 
in sense of ‘acting as a foster-mother or nurse’, 
Soster-city, -earth. 

1818 Byron Ch. Har. iv. \xxxix, All thy *foster-babes are 
dead. 1618 Botton //lorus 1. xviil. (1636) 228 All Etruria 
and Campania, finally Italy, rose joyntly in armes against 
the mother and *foster city. 1697 DryDEn “xed vil. 843 
There, by the Wolf, were laid the Martial Twins. . The *foster- 
Dam loll’d out her fawning Tongue. c 1616 WeBsTER Duch. 
Malfy u. ii, Go, go, give your *foster-daughters good coun- 
sel. 1708 J. Puitirs Cyder 1. 9 The nursling Grove Seems 
fair awhile, cherish’d with *foster Earth. 1886 Longi. Mag. 
VII. 647 *Foster-homes under the boarding-out system. 
1606 Birnie Kirk-Buriall (1833) 17 Superstition, the *foster 
mame of all error. 1582 BENTLEY Moz. Matrones iii. 272 
Like a louing mother, and tender nursse, giving my *foster- 
milke, the foode of thy word and Gospell, aboundantlie to 
all. 1649 Jer. Taytor Gt. Exenip. 37 That little love which 
is abated from the *Foster-parents upon publick report that 
they are not natural, 1816 Gentl. Mag. LXXXVI. 1. 11 
The Gentleman’s Magazine being very justly considered as 
the foster-parent of English Topography. 1878 M. A. 
Brown Nadeschda 16 Scarce had the beauteous maiden 
ceased When Miljutin, her kind *foster sire. .approached. 

Hence Fo'stership = FosThRAGE. 

1861 Ciincton /’vank O’ Donnell 110 The tie of fostership 
is, or at least was, held as sacred as that of natural brothers. 

Foster, 50.2 Obs. exc.arch. Also 1-3 fostre. 
[OE. (celd-) fostre wk. fem., nurse, = MDu. voester 
(also voetster, mod.Du. voedster), ON. féstra:— 
OTeut. */ostrén-, f. *fdstr-0m : see prec. ON. had 

Jéstre wk. masc., foster-father, of similar formation. 

In the sole recorded OE. instance, a variant reading is 
cild\féstre, which is prob. a genuine form :—prehistoric 
*fodistra, f, root of Foop+fem, agent-suffix -zs¢767,-STER.] 

A foster-parent, nurse. 

axo00 Laws of (ne \xiiifi], Mot he habban .. mid him .. 
his cildfostran [v.~. -festran]. @1225 St. Marher. 8 Pu art 
foster ant feder to helplese children. c1zg0 Gen. & Ex. 2620 
Sche ford-ran, And brogt hire afostre wimman. did. 2624-5 
Iakabed wente blide agen, Sat she Se gildes [cildes ?] fostre 
muste ben. @ 1563 Brecon Humble Supplic. Wks. 1563 I11. 
21 b, Heretofore we had suche shepeheardes, as were tender 
fosters of thy flocke. 1601 Hottanp Pliny xv. iv, The 
Greekes, whom wee may count the very fathers and fosters 
of all vices. 1640 R. Bari Canterb. Self-Convict. Pref. 
zo Your sweete Fosters the Bishops have brought the Pope 
upon you and your Children. 1737 WaTERLAND Eucharist 
157 The Word is all Things to the Infant, a Father, a 
Mother, a Preceptor, a Foster. 1851 Loner. Gold. Leg. 1. 
Village Church, Vhis is the Black Pater-noster, God was my 
foster, He fostered me Under the book of the Palm-tree ! 

+ Fo'ster, 54.3 Obs. Also 5 fostere. [con- 
tracted f. FornsrER ; used in AF.] = Forester. 

¢ 1386 CuAucer Prol. 117 A forster [zv.7. foster] was he, 
soothly, as I gesse. c1430 Syr Tryamz. 1063 Then swere 
the fosters alle twelve, They wolde no wedd but hymselfe. 
1460 CarGrave Chron. 111 Flaundres..had no othir gover- 
nouris but the Fosteres of the Kyng of Frauns, 15.. Adam 
Bel 56x in Hazl. £. P. P. 11. 162 Forty fosters of the fe, 
These outlawes had y-slaw. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 111. 1.17 A 
griesly Foster forth did rush. 1594 [see ForesTER 1]. 1897 
Dowtanp 1st Bk. Songs (1844) 90 And love as well the foster 
can, As can the mighty nobleman. 1607 [see ForEsTER 1]. 

Hence Fo'stership, the office of forester. 

7 x38 Coxe Ox Litt. 20a, The Office of a Fostership [was] 
intailed, 


Foster (fp'stor), v. Forms: 1 ?fdéstrian, 3 
fostren, -in, (Ovm. fosstrenn\, 3-6 fostre, (3 
south. vostre, 4 fostire), 5 foustre, (5 fostare, 
7 fauster), 3— foster. [OE. */éstrian (Lye),= 
ON. fostra (Sw. fostra, Du. fostre), f. fostor, FOSTER 
sb.t The recorded OE. féstr(z)an may be either f. 
the same stem or f. /éstve nurse: see Foster sb.2] 

+1. vans. To supply with food or nourishment ; 
to nourish, feed, support. In early quots. ¢o feed 
and foster. Obs, in lit. sense. 


FOSTER. 


(a 1050 Liber Scintill. \xxxi. (1889) 222 Mann byp festrud 
[nutritur] and byd zefedd.] c1z00 Ormin 1558 Annd Jesu 
Crist himm sellf shall ben Uppo batt bodi3 hzefedd, To fedenn 
& to fosstrenn hemm. cx1300 Havelok 1434 Vnto this day, 
Haue ich ben fed and fostred ay. c1386 CHAucER Man- 
ciple’s T, 7x Lat take a cat, and fostre him wel with milk, 
And tendre flesh. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 434 b/t Wold to 
god I had mylke to foustre the wythal. r6rz Suaxs. Cyd. 
Il, ili. 119 One, bred but of Almes, and foster’d with cold 
dishes. [1719 Younc Ausiris v. i, The infant of my bosom ! 
Whom I would foster with my vital blood.] 

Jig. @1340 Hampote Psalter xxx. 4 For bi name pou sall 
lede me & fostire me. @ 1400-s0 Alexander 3495 His flesche 
is fostard & fedd be fiz3t & by sternes. 1526 Piler. Perfe 
(W. de W. 1531) 108 b, They sholde be..with swete conso- 
lacyons fostred & nourysshed. 1647 H. More Song of Sond 
11. il, ut. iv, Fauster’d and fed with hid hypocrisie. 

+2. To bring up (a child) with parental care ; 
often, to bring up as a foster-child, be a foster- 
parent to. Also with forth, up. Obs. 

¢ 1208 Lay. 25900 Ich wes hire uoster-moder, and feire heo 
uostredde. ¢ 1340 Czzs0x MM, 3070 (Trin:) Here shal pou wib 
him wone & foster forp here pi sone. 1357 Lay Folks 
Catech., Fleshli fadir and modir That getes and fosters us 
forthe in this world, ¢1386 CHaucer Max of Law's T. 177 
Thy yonge doughter fostred up so softe, 1470-85 MAtory 
Arthur t.vi, Your wyf that as wel as her owne hath fostred 
me and kepte. 1529 More Supflic. Soulys Wks. 337/2 Oure 
fathers also, whiche while we liued fostred vs vp so tenderly. 
1588 Suaxks. 77¢, A. u. iii. 153 Some say, that Rauens foster 
forlorne children. 1606 Bryskett Civ. Life 34 Such children 
as were borne vnperfect..should not..be fostered vp. 1697 
Dryden 4xeid vit. 941 The son of Mulciber, Found in the 
Fire, and foster’d in the Plains. 

+b. To bring up, educate, nurture 77 (beliefs, 
habits, etc.), Ods. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sec, Nun's T. 122 This mayden .. Was .. 
from hir cradel fostred in the faith Of Crist. 1483 Caxton 
Gold, Leg. 378/1. 1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. 50 
Fosterit, teachit, and brocht vp in continuall exercise. 1580 
Swwney Arcadia u. (1590) 138b, A Prince .. fostred [ed. 
1598 fostered vp] in blood by his naughty Father. 

ce. with reference to FosTeRAGE 2. Also adsol. 

1515 in St. Papers Hen. VIII (1834) 11. 13 Some sayeth, 
that the Englyshe noble folke useith to delyver therre 
children to the Kynges Irysshe enymyes to foster. 1596 
Spenser State Irel. Wks. (Globe) 638/2 These evill customes 
of fostring and marrying with the Irish most carefully to be 
restrayned. 1775 JoHNsoNn West, Js/, 313 A Laird, a man 
of wealth and eminence, sends his child, either male or 
female, to a tacksman or tenant, to be fostered. 1887 Sroxes 
tr. Tripartite Life Patrick 141 He gave him to bishop 
Bron to be fostered. 

d. Zo foster on (a lamb): to put it to a ewe, 
which is not its mother, to be nourished. 

1816 KeatincEe 7vav. (1817) II. 264 Sometimes it is neces- 
sary to .. compel the ewes to admit the lambs, either their 
own or fostered on, to suck them. Vote, To foster on 
a lamb, they tie the ewe, and at night compel her to give 
suck to the lamb two or three times. 

e. transf. and fig. of a country, etc. 

a@1300 Cursor IM. 22102 Bethsaida and corozaim, pir tua 
cites sal foster him. 1577 tr. Budlinger’s Decades (1592) 
145 Euery mans countrie..which fed, fostered, adorned, 
and defended him. 1583 SranyHurst 4? ve7s 1. (Arb.) 35 
Such barbarus vsadge What soyle wyld fosters ? 

3. To ‘nurse’, tend with affectionate care; to 
‘nurse’, cherish, keep warm (in the bosom). 

¢1386 Cuaucer Clerk's 7. 166 And in greet reverence and 
charitee Hir olde poore fader fostred she. — Merch. T.143 
No man hateth his flesh, but in his lyf He fostreth it. 1388 
Wycutr Prov. v. 20 Mi sone, whi art thou disseyued of an 
alien womman ; and art fostrid [ foveris] in the bosum of an 
othere? 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Liv b, She hadde grete 
pyte of wymmen whiche were at theyre childbedde and 
vysyted and foustred them. 1603 KNnottes Hist. Turks 
(1638) 330, I was so foolish and inconsiderate to foster vp as 
it were in my bosom this my domesticall and neglected 
enemy. 1766 Gorpsm. Vic. W. xxxi, What a viper have 
I been fostering in my bosom! 1821 Keats Lamia 140 But 
the god fostering her chilled hand, She felt the warmth. 

4. To encourage or help to grow; to promote the 
growth of (a fire, plant, etc.). Also, with +/orth, 
up. Now only with mixture of sense 3. 

@ 12253 Ancr. R. 296 pe sparke lid & kecched more fur, & 
fostred hit ford, & waxed from lesse to more. 1377 LANGL. 
P. Pi, B. xvu. 206 Wex and weyke and hote fyre togyderes 
Fostren forth a flaumbe. 1555 W. Watreman Fardle 
Facions 1. i. 24 The moste pleasaunt plot of the earth, fos- 
tered to flourishe with the moisture of floudes on euery parte. 
1576 GascoicnE Philomene 4 Westerne windes do foster 
forth our floures. 1615 G. Sanpys Tvav. (1652) 133 They 
{the priests] shave their heads and foster their beards, con- 
trary to the laity, 1850 Tennyson Ju Memz. viii, A flower 
.. Which once she foster’d up with care. 1856 KANE Arct. 
Expl, 1, ix. 98 Fostered by the reverberation of solar heat 
from the rocks, we met a flower growth. 

5. To encourage, cherish, harbour fondly, nurse 
(a feeling, etc.)% to encourage, promote the develop- 
ment of; (of things, circumstances) to be favourable 
or conducive to. Also with up. 

1570 BucHANAN Ane Admonit. Wks. (1892) 31 The hamil- 
tonis fosterit yair vane hoip. 1585 App. SANpys Sevvz. x. 166 
The Arrians, the Anabaptists, the Family of loue, with 
all others of the like sort, fostered vp their errors in secret 
and darke corners. 1755 Afonitor (1756) I. ii. 17 They always 
foster up a jealousy in the minds of the people. 1783 Joun- 
son Let. to Mrs. Thrale 8 July, Of Miss H— whom you 
charge me with forgetting, I know not why I should much 
foster the remembrance. 1785 BurKE Sf. Nabob of Arcot’s 
Debts Wks. 1V. 207 The system of concealment is fostered 
bya system of falsehood. 1809-10 CoLERIDGE Friend (1865) 
192 Rivalry between two nations. . fosters all the virtues by 
which national security is maintained. 1844 H. H. Witson 
Brit, India 11. 216 Thus fostered, the insurrection was 
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rapidly gaining head. 1844 Disrarti Coningsby vit. viii, 
The enmities that are fostered between you and my grand- 
father. 1868 Rocrrs Pol, Ecom. viii. (1876) 76 The genius of 
financiers was directed towards fostering exportation, check- 
ing importation. 1885 CLopp AZyths 6 Dr. 1. iii. 4o The 
superstitions which mountainous countries especially foster. 

+b. To encourage, indulge zz a habit, etc. Ods. 

1568 GrAFTon Chron. I1.64 Rather to be brideled for his 
presumption, then to bee fostered and encouraged therin. 
1633 Prynne ist Pt. Histrio-mastix vi. vi. 505 Stage- 
playes serve. .to drawe men on by degrees to idlenesse, or to 
foster, to foment them in it. 

Hence Fo:stered Zf/. a. 

1583 StanyHursT 47e7s 1. (Arb.) 17 Junoes long fostred 
deadlye reuengment. 1608 Armin West Ninn. (1842) 50 
The Citty .. placed him as a fostred fatherless child. 1639 
G. Dantet Zcclus. xxix. 95 Thou shalt be revil’d..even by 
the ffoster’d Child Of thy owne Charity. 1790-1811 W. 
Combe Devil upon Two Sticks in Eng. (1817) 1V. 20r The 
fostered habits of his mind. 


Fosterable (fp:sterab’l), a. 
-ABLE.] That may be fostered. 


1869 Anc, Laws Irel. 11. 165 To return a fosterable child 
without necessity. 

Fosterage (fp'stérédz). 
[f. as prec. +-AGE.] 

1. The action, also the office or charge, of foster- 
ing or bringing up (another’s child). 

1614 RaLeicH (77st. World 1. (1634) 182 Some one or other 
adjoyning to this Lake, had the charge and fosteridge of 
this childe. 1828 Scorr /. JZ. Perth xxvii, Thou art 
already envied of many of our tribe, for having had the 
fosterage of the young Chief. 1882 J. Payne 1oo1 JVs, I. 
161 For the sake of my fosterage of thee..spare this young 
lady. 

b. The condition of being a foster-child. 

1867 Pearson Hist, Eng. 1, 114 It was rather a sort of 
clientship or fosterage. 1872 E. W. Rosrrtson Hist. Ess. 
157 Placed upon a footing with the foster-child during his 
fosterage, 

2. The custom of putting (a child) under the care 
of a foster-mother ; esf, the now obsolete custom 
amongst the Irish and Scottish nobility of giving 
over their children to a tenant to be nursed and 
brought up. 

1775 Jounson West. 7s. Wks. X. 484 There still remains 
in the islands, though it is passing fast away, the custom of 
fosterage. 1875 Maine Hist. Just. viii. 241 This was 
Fosterage, the giving and taking of children for nurture. 
1893 Joyce Short Hist. Ire. 85 One of the leading features 
of Irish social life was fosterage. 

attrib. 1881 Leisure Hour Apr. 226 Where the fosterage 
ties had most strength. .were the north-west of Ulster. .and 
Munster. 1893 Joyce Short Hist. Irel. 86 A fine of two- 
thirds of the fosterage fee. 

3. The action of encouraging or helping forward. 

1816 Keatince 7vav. (1817) I. 125 A branch of human 
morals so important ; one which calls for the statesman’s 
fosterage, the patriot’s countenance. 1824 Miss Mirrorp 
Village Ser. 11. (1863) 262 [Under her] fosterage our evil 
habits throve apace. 1834 Taz?t’s Mag. 1. 848 Its [a con- 
spiracy’s] fosterage and management Richmond described 
very graphically. 1867 Q. Rev. Apr. 430 The scope afforded 
by one and all to the fosterage of the imaginative quality. 

Foster-brother. [OE. /éster-brddor, f. Fos- 
TER 50.1 So ON. fostbrddzr.] A male child nursed 
at the same breast as, or reared together with, an- 
other of different parentage. 

azo00 Ags. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 268 Alumnus, foster- 
brobor. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 1. vi, My sone your foster 
broder Syre Kay. 1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. liv. 
(1663) 212 The Chaumigrem his Foster-brother was Com- 
mander in Chief. 1752 Fietpinc Amelia Wks. 1775 X. 78 
He had been her foster-brother, 1828 Scorr /. 17. Perth 
xxxiv, Eachin Maclan placed himself in the second line 
betwixt two of his foster-brothers. 

transf. and jig, 1587 FLeminc Contn. Holinshed U1, 
1320/1 Foure of fansies fellowes, fosterbrothers to desire, and 
drie nurst by despaire. 1610 Beaum. & FL. Maia’s Trag. 
1v. i, My wrongs, Which are my foster-brothers. a@ 1735 
Arsutunot Wes. (1751) I. 195 The Bear with her Cubs 
and their Foster-Brother. 1860 47/7 Year Round No. 63. 295 
The nestling cuckoo ungratefully ejects his legitimate foster- 
brethren out of the family nest. 

Hence Foster-bro‘therhood. 

1886 A thenxum 6 Feb. 194/1 A more picturesque story of 
foster-brotherhood was never imagined. 


Fo'ster-child. [OE. /¢stercild, f. Fosver sd.1] 
A child as related to persons who have reared it as 
their own, or (es. in Ireland and the Highlands) 
to its wet-nurse and her husband; a nursling. 

a1200 Voc.in Wr.-Wiilcker 538 Alumnus, fostercild. 1590 
SPENSER /, Q. 11. ii. 33, I avow, by this most sacred head 
Of my deare foster childe, to ease thy griefe. 1612 Davies 
Why Ireland, etc.(1787) 135 The foster-children do love, and 
are beloved of their foster-fathers. 1717 AppISoN Ouvza’s 
Met. 11. 346 The Goddess thus beguil’d, With pleasing 
Stories, her false Foster-child. 1828 Scorr /. MM. Perth 
xxxiv, Torquil, who entertained for his foster-child even a 
double portion of that passionate fondness. ‘ 

Jig. 1820 Keats Ode on Grecian Urn 2 Thou foster-child 
of Silence and slow Time. 1846 H. Rocers Zss, (1874) I. 
iv. 153 Leibnitz..[was] a foster-child of literature. 

Fosterer (fp'storez).  [f. Fosrmr v.+-mr1.] 

1. One who nurses and brings up (a child); a 
nurse, foster-parent; es. with reference to the 
custom of FOSTERAGE. 

1589 GREENE Menaphon (Arb.) 48 What sparkes they haue 
of inconstancie, they drawe from their female fosterers. 1612 
Davies Why Ireland, etc. (1787) 135 In Ireland. .they put 
away all their children to fosterers. 1747 W. Harris in 
Southey Comm.-P/. Bk, Ser, u. 362 If any love or faith is to 


[f. Foster v. + 


Also 7 fosteridge. 





FOSTERLING. 


be found among the Irish, you must look for it among the 
fosterers and their foster-children. @1873 Lyrron Pausanias 
81 My fosterer, my saviour, my more than father. 

Jig. @1571 JEWEL Ox 1 Thess. (1611) 153 Peace .. is the 
Nurse and fosterer of the Church of God. 1836 Lyrron 
Athens (1837) II. 577 Fountains and Rivers and ye Trojan 
Plains, I loved ye as my fosterers. 

2. One who cherishes or cultivates (a plant, etc.). 

1628 Prynne Love-lockes 27 All our Impudent, Ruffianly, 
and Shamelesse Love-locke fosterers, 1871 M. CoLiins 
Mrq. & Merch. Il. vi. 167, I don't pretend to guess whether 
she prefers the fosterer of flowers or the smiter of steel. 

3. A patron, protector, favourer (of persons or 
things); one who, or something which, promotes 
or encourages the growth of (a feeling, an institu- 
tion, etc.). 

1881 SIDNEY AZol. Poetrie (Arb.) 54 Dooth not knowledge 
of Law..being abused grow the crooked fosterer of horrible 
iniuries? 1586 J. Hooker Givald. Irel. in Holinshed 
II. 132/1 The most notable offenders and their fosterers. 
1659 Rusuw. 7st. Cod/. 1. 616 His Mother was a Recusant, 
and a fosterer of Recusants. 1691 Woop Azh. Oxon. I. 819 
Being found unfit. . because he was a fosterer of faction, he 
resign’d. 1837 WuEewett Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 210 
The Arabians became the fosterers and patrons of philo- 
sophy. 1848 Lytton Harold tv. vii, His character, as the 
foe of all injustice and the fosterer of all that were desolate. 

4. Anglo-Irish. A foster-brother. 

1735 Swirt Le/t. (1766) II. 217 When I had credit .. at 
court, I provided for above fifty people..of which, not one 
was arelation. I have neither followers, nor fosterers, nor 
dependers. 1828 C, Croker Hairy Leg. II. 238 He has an 
eye on the farm this long time for a fosterer of his own. 

Fo'ster-father. [OE. /usterfxder, f. Foster 
sb.1 (also féster-: cf. related forms under Foster 
sb.2 and v.). Cf. ON. fost7fadir.] a. One who 
performs the duty of a father to another’s child. 
b. The husband of a nurse (esf. in‘Ireland and the 
Highlands). 

a800 Corpus Gloss. 140 Altor, fostorfaeder. ?a@ 1000 
Martyrol. (Cockayne) 62 He is ure festerfeeder on Criste. 
c1z00 OrmIN 8855 Annd till hiss fossterrfaderr ec He wass 
buhsumm & milde. 13.. Guy Warw.(A.) 169 Gij a forster 
fader hadde That him lerd and him radde. 1548 Upatt, 
etc. Erasm. Par. Like ii. 37a, The chylde..beeyng vnder 
the guydyng of his mother, and his foster-father. 1622 BAcon 
Hen. VII Mor. & Hist. Wks. (Bohn) 342 The duke of 
Britain having been .. a kind of parent or foster-father to 
the king. 1711 Appison Sfect. No. 123 ® 5 Florio lived at 
the House of his Foster-father. 1848 Dickens Domebey ii, 
He motioned his child’s foster-father to the door. 

Jig. 1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Just. tv. 161 Esay..promiseth 
that kinges shalbe fosterfathers of y® Chirch. a@1652 J 
Situ Seé. Disc, iii. 51 Epicureans (who are not the true, 
but foster-fathers of that natural philosophy they brag of). 

+ Foster-fee:ling. ? zomce-wd. One who 
‘fosters feeling’, a sentimental person. 

1784 Unfortunate Sensibility II. 119 The luke-warm 
rhetoric of foster-feelings. 

Fo'sterhood. rave. [f. Foster 54.1 +-noop.] 
The condition of being fostered or nursed tenderly. 

1834 Tazt’s Mag. I. 242 Margaret would .. bid her not 
spoil the boy by over-fosterhood. 

Fo'stering, v0/. sd. [f. Fosrur v, + -1n@ 1.] 

1, The action of the vb. FostmR in various senses. 

c 1230 Hali Meid. 33 Jn his fostrenge ford. c1400 Rov. 
Rose 6113 In Gile & in Ipocrisie, That me engendred & yaf 
fostryng. 1447 BoxeNnHAmM Seyztys Introd. (Roxb.), Of 
Seynt Margrete .. The byrthe, the fostryng and how she 
cam Fyrst to the feyth. 1548 Hatt Chron, Edw. 1V 
(an. 13) 225b, For the long mainteinyng, and fosteryng of 
Quene Margarete, and her soonne Prince Edwarde. 1885 
Athenzum 3 Oct. 441/2 The withdrawal of such official 
and quasi-official fostering as architecture already has. 

b. =FOSTERAGE 2. Obs. exc. Hist. 

1596 SPENSER State [vel. Wks. (Globe) 638/1 The chiefest 
cause.of the bringing in of the Irish language, amongest 
them, was specially theyr fostring, and marrying with the 
Irish. 1612 Davies Why Ireland, etc. (1787) 135 In the 
opinion of this [the Irish] people fostering hath always been 
a stronger alliance than blood. 1827 Hattam Const. Hist. 
(1876) ILI. xviii. 354 ‘The English settlers. .connected them- 
selves with them [Irish] by the national custom of fostering. 

2. concr. Food; nourishment, sustenance. 

¢ 1386 CHaucer Sompz. T. 137, 1 am a man of litel susten- 
aunce. My spirit hath his fostring in the Bible. 


Fostering (fpstorin), Z//. a. [f. as prec. + 
-Inc 2.] That fosters, in senses of the verb. 

1868 T. Howett Ard, Amitie (1879) 35 The fethred foule 
..his fostring foode, with chirping bill he peckes. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. 1. 9 Bacchus and fost’ring Ceres, 
Pow’rs Divine. 1764 Gotpsm. Trav. 368 Thou transitory 
flower, alike undone By proud contempt, or favour’s foster- 
ing sun. 1795 Burns Yo Cunningham 4 ‘The furrow’d, 
waving corn is seen Rejoice in fostering showers. 1840 
Macautay Ranke’s Hist. Ess. 1851 Il. 145 Edinburgh has 
owed less to..the fostering care of rulers. 

Hence Fo'steringly adv. 

1838 CARLYLE Misc. (1857) LV. 205 Sheltered and foster- 
ingly embowered. 

Fo'ster-land. vare—°. [after FosteR-MOTHER, 
etc. OE. had /ster/and ‘land allotted for the sup- 
port of monks’ (=ad ctbum monachorum, Domes- 
day).] ‘One’s adopted country’ (Cassell, 1882). 

Fosterling (fp'stailin). [OE. fdstorling: see 
Foster sd.1 and -LInG.] A foster-child, nursling. 
cx000 AitFric Gloss. Supp. in Wr.-Wiilcker 170 Uerna, 
uel uernaculus, imberdling, wed fostorling. c¢1205 Lay. 
28574 Per weoren of-sla3e. .pa Bruttes alle of Ardures borde, 
and alle his fosterlinges. 1630 B. Jonson New Juz v. i, 
V’'ll none of your Light Heart fosterlings, no inmates, Sup- 
positious fruits of an host's brain..to be put upon me. 1872 


FOSTERMENT. 


Morris Love zs enough (1873) 70 Bid farewell to thy foster- 
ling while the life yet isin me. 1886 Sat. Rev. 20 Feb. 272 
He has no special fosterling of his own, no pet theory for 
which he is bent on securing. .recognition. 


+ Fo'sterment. Ods. rare. [f. Fostmr v. + 
MENT.}] Food, nourishment, subsistence. 

1593 Nase Christ's T. 33b, She had _ no other refuge of 
fosterment, she was constrained .. hauing but one onely 
sonne, to kill him and rost him. 1623 in CocKERAM. 


Fo'ster-mother. [OE. jwster-, féstormédor, 
f. Foster sb.! Cf. ON. féstrmddir. (OE. had also 
féstermédor ; cf. féstre =F Oster sb.2).] A woman 
who nurses and brings up another’s child: a. as 


an adoptive mother; b, in the capacity of a nurse. 

2a 1000 Martyrol. (1894) 154 Pa cw bees cnihtes fostor- 
modor to bam feeder : if [etc.]. c¢ 1205 Lay. 25899 Ich wes 
hire uoster-moder. a 1300 Cursor M. 3347 Hir foster moder 
wit hirscoledd. c1470 Henry Wallace 11.270. 1634 SANDYS 
Prudence x. 127 That Childe that receiveth nutriment from 
his Foster Mother. a@1735 ArsutHnor Wks. (1751) I. 196 
The young Gentleman told his Foster-Mother..that [etc.]. 
1855 Macauray Hist. Eng. 1V. 582 Maine .. was loved by 
Lewis with the love of a father, by Madame de Maintenon 
with the not less tender love of a foster mother. 1894 Daily 
News 12 Mar. 6/5 Each home. .will be in charge of a foster- 
father and foster-mother. ‘ 

Jig. 1826 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 80 Obedience. .is the 
nouryce or fostermother of all vertues. 1637 Lp. Carey 
Romulus & Targ. 201 Liberty belongs to equals, flattery to 
inferiours, the one is the Common-wealths Nurse, the other 
the Tyrants foster-mother. 1876 Bancrorr “7st, U.S. VI. 
xxxiii. 129 France became the foster-mother of republicanism, 

Fo'ster-nurse. ([f. Foster sd.1] A nurse 
who brings up another’s child as her own. 

1607 Wikis Miseries Inforst Marr. 1. Biij, Your hands 
haue bin to me like bounties purse, Neuer shut vp, your 
selfe my foster-Nurse. 1856 FroupE Hist. Eng. II. 245 The 
foster nurse first chanted the spell over the cradle. 

Jig. 1600 Suaxs. A. Y. L. u. ii. 4o Fiue hundred Crownes 
.. Which I did store to be my foster Nurse. 1873 Symonps 
Grk, Poets x. 311 In the North nature is rather an awful 
mother than a kind foster-nurse and friend of man. 

Fo'ster-sister. [f. Foster sé.1 In OE. 
*fOstersweoster (Lye). Cf. ON. fdstrsystir.] A 
female child nursed at the same breast as, or reared 
together with, another of different parentage. 

1649 Jer. Taytor Gt. Exe. 37 Scipio Asiaticus .. par- 
doned them at the request of his Foster-sister. 1840 DickENS 
Barn, Rudge xx, [Dolly] had ever since been the humble 
friend of Miss Haredale, whose foster-sister she was, 

Fo'ster-son. [f. Fosrmr sd. Cf. ON. féstr- 
sonr.| One who is brought up as a son though 


not one by birth. 

az4s0 Le Morte Arth. 2955 That fals traytor, sr Mor- 
dreid, The Kynges foster sone [/urniv. soster son] he was. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Past. wv. 66 O of Ceelestial Seed! O 
foster Son of Jove. 1894 J. T. FowLer Adamnan Introd. 
82 He was called the foster-son or aZumenus of Adamnan. 

+ Fo'stler. Obs. rare—1. [?metathetic corrup- 
tion of ForcELnT.] = FORCELET 2. 

1531 Px. Srronce in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 148 My 
wif shall have her coffer and her fostler to her own use. 

Fostress! (fp'strés). Also 7 fost(e)resse. 
[fem. of FosTERER: see -ESS.] A female who fos- 
ters, in the senses of the vb. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch's Mor. 161 That hope. .the nurse 
and fostresse of old age. 16r1 Hrywoop Gold. Age wv. i. 
Wks. 1874 III. 54 Great Athens The nurse and fostresse of 
myinfancy. @1637 B. Jonson Sf. at Pr. Henry's Barriers 
Wks. (Rtldg.) 578/z Glory of knights..Come forth; your 
fostresse bids ! who from your birth Hath bred you to this 
hour. 1648 Hexuam, Lex Mamime..a Nurse, a Fosteresse, 
ora Foster-Mother. 1883 SwinpurneE Century of Roundels, 
In Guernsey, My mother sea, my fostress. 1891 — Eton : an 
Ode in Athenzxuim 30 May 700/t With England Eton her 
child kept pace as a fostress of men to be. 

appositively. 1882 SwinBuRNE T7yristram of Lyonesse, 
Athens 176 Woven about the fragrant forehead of the fos- 

In 6 Sc. fostaress. 


tress maiden’s town. 

+ Fo'stress 2. Ods. [f. 
Foster 50.3 +-E8S.] = FORESTRESS. 

rsor Douctas Pal. Hon. 1. xxili, Sine ladyis come with 
lustie giltin tressis, In habit wilde maist like till fostaressis, 

+ Fo'strild. Obs. rave—1. [f. Foster v. + 
fem. suffix -ILD.] A nurse. In quot. fig. 

a12283 Ancr. R. 72 So hit is ine monie, ase seint Gregorie 
seid ; Silence is wordes fostrild. 

Fot(e, Fotchce, obs. ff. of Foor, Frrcu. 

Fother (fp'da1), sb. Forms: 1 f68er, 3-4 
south, voSer, 4-6 fother, -yr, futher, -ir, (6 
fouther, fowther), 5—7 fuder, -yr, fudder, Sv. -ir, 
5-9 fodder, (5-6 foder, -yr, 6 fodar, 7 fooder), 
6-7 Sc. fidder, 4- fother. [OE. /dder str. neut. = 
OS. fothar (MDu. voeder, Du. voer), OHG. fruodar 
(MHG, vuoder, Ger. fuder) :—W Ger. */opr(o); the 
continental words mean ‘cartload’, ‘a certain 
weight supposed to represent a cartload’, ‘a cer- 
tain measure of wine’ (see FooprR, FUDDER). The 
root is usually believed to be an ablaut variant of 

Sep to stretch out: see FaTuom sd. ] 
. A load; a cart-load (of hay, turf, wood, etc.). 
Obs. exc. dial, 

O. E. Chron. an, 852 (Laud MS.) He scolde gife ilca zear 
in to pe minstre sixtiza fodra wuda and twelf fodur grefan 
and sex fodur gearda. c1205 Lay. 25762 Ban unimete, bi 
atlinge heom puhte pritti uodere. 1375 Barpour Bruce x. 


198 Ane fudyr..greter.. Than eny he broucht .. befor. 
¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pro/, 530 With him ther was a Plowman, 
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was his brother That hadde y-lad of dong ful many a | petra constat ex xij. libris. [The transl. printed with this 


fother. cx4s0 St, Cuthbert (Surtees) 6007 Pe sledd it bare 
so grete fothir. 1469 Plumpton Corr. 21 Your tenant..hath 
not gotten but xii foder ofhay. 1490 Acta Dom. Conc. 181 
Withhaldin .. fourtj fuder of pettis [=peats] of ane yere 
bipast. 
raggis to stuff ane jak. 1569 in W7//s §& Inv. N.C. (Surtees 
1835) 307 Lxxx fudders of barke xx/Z. 1774-5 Act 14 
Geo. I1J in Brand Newcastle (1789) I. 652 Four fother 
of clod lime, and fifteen fothers of good manure, on each 
acre. 1813 Misc. in Ann. Reg. 507/25 20 fothers of addi- 
tional thickness in clay were thrown in, 1892 Northusmedbld. 
Glass. s. v., A fother of muck, or of lime, &c. t 
Jig. a%225 Ancr. R.140 Pu hauest imaked uoder to heui 
uorte uedren mide pe soule. 


b. transf. A mass; a quantity, ‘lot’. 

13.. K. Adis. 1809 Darie .. makith thretyng ful a fothir. 
Ibid. 6467 Heore nether lippe is a foul fother. c1450 LonE- 
LicH Grail xiii. 490 Vnder hem bothe was there fair fothir. 
1513 Douctas Anes x. Prol. 159, I compt not of thir 
pagane Goddis ane futhir. 1515 Scot. /zeld 44 ‘There they 
fell, at the first shotte Many a fell fothir. 1567 Satir. 
Poems Reform. vi. 52 King, Quene and Lord, they pass into 
ane fidder. 

ce. Used for an enormous quantity, a ‘ cart-load’ 


of gold or money. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Kut.’s T, 1050 Another, That coste 
largely of gold a fother. 14.. Partonope App. 3147 Ffor 
though a man wolde gyfe a fother Of golde he myght not 
sell to another. 1g00-20 DunBAR Poevzs xxvi. 62 Out of 
thair throttis thay schot on vdder Hett moltin gold, me 
thocht a fudder. 1863 Rosson Bards Tyne 287 Where the 
brass hez a’ cum frae nebody can tell.. But..they mun have 
at least had a fother. 

2. spec. A definite weight of some specified sub- 
stance. .a. Of lead: Now usually 194 cwt. 

1375-6 [see Fotmar]. 1463 (Zann, §& Househ. Exp. 154 
My mastyre sent to my lorde a fodyr and di. off leede. 1541 
Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl, in Pitcairn Crim. Trials I. 310 For 
pe fraucht of thre fidder of leid. 1622 Matynes Ac. Law- 
Merch. 269 Foure of these Loads will make a Fother of 
Lead of twentie hundreth. 1747 Hooson Miner’s Dict. 
J iv, In both the Peaks the Merchants deal and sell the Lead 
by Fodders. 1866 Rocrers Agric. §& Prices I. x. 168 The 
charrus contains nearly 193 hundreds, that is, it corresponds 
to the fodder, or fother, of modern times, 

b. ellipt. in phr. ¢o fall as a fother (of lead); 
hence, a crushing blow. 

13.. Coer de L. 1732 On his head falleth the fother. ¢ 1380 
Sir Ferumé. 641 Euery strok pat pou me rau3t falleb doun 
as a foper. 

ce. Of coals: (see quot. 1851). 

1607 CoweE Lt J/uterpr., Hother is a weight of twenty hun- 
dred which is a waine or cartload. 1765 Lond. Chron. 17 
Dec. 582 Several fothers of coals this week have been found 
short of the standard measure, 1851 GREENWELL Coal-trade 
Terms Northumb. & Durh. 26 Fother, a measure of coals, 
being one-third of a chaldron, of 173 cwt.; a good single 
horse cart load. 

Fother (fp'de1), v. Naut. Also 9 fodder. 
[prob. ad. Du. woederen (now voeren), or LG. 

Jodern=Ger. fiittern to line (used also (Vaud. as 
below) ; cf. further ON. /ddra to line, f. OTeut. 
*fédro- sheath, etc. (mentioned under FoppDER sé. ; 
see also Fur, Foren).] 

lL. trans. To cover (a sail) thickly with oakum, 
rope yarn, or other loose material fastened on it, 
with the view of getting some of it sucked into a 
leak, over which the sail is to be drawn. 

1789 A. Duncan Mariner's Chron. (1805) IV. 36 The leak 
began..to gain upon them, a second sail was fothered and 
got under the bottom. 1790 Anz. Reg. 263 Fothering it 
round with oakum, to fill up. x18x1 Maval Chron. XXV. 4 
The ..sail had been fothered, and drawn under the ship. 
1833 M. Scorr Yom Cringle iii. (1859) 93 Get the boatswain 
to fother a sail then. 

2. To stop a leak by this method. 

1800 Naval Chron. III. 473 By foddering, and those 
excellent pumps, we kept her above water. 1820 ScorEsBY 
Acc. Arctic Reg. 11. 449 The different plans which .. had 
been adopted to stop a leak..were..1. To fother. 

Hence Fo‘ther (fodder) sd., the material used 
for fothering. Fo’thering vd/. sb., the action of 
the vb. Also attrzb., as fothering-mat, -sail. 

1800 Naval Chron. III. 473 We could get a sail with 
fodder over. 1815 Fadconer's Dict. Marine (ed, Burney) 
s.v., A superior method of fothering is now practised. 1819 

, Vaux Mem. I. 226 Applying what is termed a 
fothering mat to her bows. 1820 Scorespy Acc. Arctic 
Reg. II. 451 A bunch of rope-yarns..might enter some of 
the larger leaks. through the medium of a fothering sail. 

Fother, obs. form of FopprEr. 

+ Fo'tion. Ods.—! [as if ad. L. *fotion-em, n. 
of action f. fovére to cherish.] A cherishing. 

_ 1656 in BLounr Glossogy. 1668 WitKins Real Char. 1. 
ix. § 2. 233 Action Vegetative 4. Fotion, cherishing, foster, 
foment, brood, 1721-92 in Battery. 


+ Fotive, a. Ods.—! [f. L. for- ppl. stem of 
Jovére to cherish +-1vE.] Cherishing, warming. 

a 1639 T. Carew Calum Brit. iv. Wks. (1824) 168 If I not 
cherish them With..fotive heat, They know no vegetation. 

+Fo'tmal. Ods. See also FormELt. [app. a 
use of OE. /étmél, foot measure (see Foor sd. and 
MEAL); the L. pes seems to haye been used in the 
same sense. ‘The reason for the name is obscure.] 
A weight used for lead, app. about 70 lbs., the 
thirtieth part of a Foruer or load. 

2a1300 Assisa de Ponderibus in Stat. of the Realm I. 


205 Item charrus plumbi constat ex xxx fotmals; Et quod- 
libet fotmal constat ex vj petris, ij libris minus; Et quelibet 


1568 Wowing Fok & Fynny vii, Fyve fidder of | 








passage (taken from ed. 1751) has formed instead of fotmad ; 
for the Lat. text which this version seems to represent, see 
ForMELL.] 1378-6 Adingdon Acc. (1892) 30 Et ad iactan- 
dum xvj vothres vj votmels [ 477¢ed votinels] plumbi in pon- 
dere, Cs. 13.. Meas. of Weight in Rel. Ant. 1. 70 Sex 
waxpunde makiet .j. ledpound .xij. ledpunde .j. fotmel.. 
xxiij fotmel .j. fothir of Bristouwe. 1866 Rocers Agric. § 
Prices 1, x. 168 This [charrus] contained thirty fontinelli 
[misread for fotmelli], fotmael, pedes, or pigs. 

Fott(e, obs. f. Fer, Foop, Foor. 

|| Fotus. Ods. [L. fotus (-u stem) noun of action 
from fovéve to warm, cherish.] A fomentation. 

1586 W. Baitey Preserv. Eye-sight (1633) 21 If the eyes 
be over-dry, we humect them..with a fotus of Mallows.. 
and Violets. 1714 Sfect. No. 572? 5 The Anodine Fotus. 

+ Fou (fiz), sb. Sc. Obs. [? subst. use of fou 
Fuuu a.] <A bushel. 

axzjoo Sir Patrick Spens viii. in Child Ballads 11. (1885) 
25/2, I brought half a fou o good red goud Out oer the sea 
with me. 1786 Burns Auld Mare, Maggie 99 For my last 
fou, A heapit stimpart, I’ll reserve ane Laid by for you. 

Fou (fi), a. Sc. Also 6-8 fow, 8 fu’. [var. 
of Fuuu a., q.v. for other senses, in which this 
spelling is no longer commonly used.] Drunk. 

1535 LynprEsay Satyve 139 Na he is wod drunkin I trow; 
Se 3e not that he is wod fow? 1602 Shetland Law Rep, in 
Scotsnzan (1886) 29 Jan. 7/t Magnus Crasmusson for being 
fow and drunken, etc. 1768 Ross He/enore m1. 113 Awa’, she 
says, fool man, ye’re growing fu’, 1785 Burns Death § Dr. 
Hornbk. 14, | wasna fou, but just had plenty. 1820 Scorr 
Monast. Introd. Epist., He is as fou asa piper by this time. 
1858 Porteous Souter Fohuny 13 The rogue gied monie a 
hearty smack When he was fou. - 

Fou, var. of Faw, Ods., dial. f. Fou. 

+ Fou'at. Sc. = Foose. 

1822 Scorr WViee/ ii, There is hay made at the Cross, and 
a dainty crop of fouats in the Grassmarket, 

+ Fouch. Oés. Forms: 4 fourche, 5 forche, 
6 fowche, 7 fouch(e. Also Furcu. [ME. fourche, 
a. OF. fourche, forche, lit. ‘fork’: cf. ForcHE. ] 

1. ? The fork of the legs. 

1330 R. Brunne Chron, Wace (Rolls) 1824 Wip fet in 
fourche [v.~. fouche] ilk oper tok [said of wrestlers]. 

2. The hind quarters of a deer ; also #/. 

13.. Gaw. & Gr. Knt. 1357 Pay... henged penne al[y]ber 
bi hoses of -pe fourchez. 1486 Bs. St. Albans F iij b, And 
after the Ragge boon cuttis euen also The forchis, 1491 
[see Furcu]. c15s0 Wyl Bucke His Test. B 3b, For to cut 
out kindely the fowche, Take of the buttockes. .let both the 
loynes sitte together .. and leue therin the kidneys. 1631 
Bratuwair Whimzies, Forrester 36 To present some.. 
gentleman in his masters name, witha sideor afouch. 1671 
in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. vu. (1890) 382 Given 
to Mr. Bellingham’s man that brought a fouch of venison, 2s, 

Hence Fouch v. ¢rans., to divide a buck into 
four quarters (Halliwell). 

Fouch, obs, form of Vouc# v. 

Foud (faud). dai. Also 6,9 fowd(e, 7 fold, 
8 feud. [Adoption of the local Scand. form :—ON. 

Jogett (Da. foged, Sw.fogde) = Ger. vogt, ad. med.L. 
vocatus, pa. pple. of vocare to call.] 

In Orkney, Shetland, and the Faroe Isles, a bailiff, 
magistrate, or governor; formerly the President of 
the Supreme Court in Orkney and Shetland. 

1581 Sc. Acts Fas. VI (1814) III. 255 Gevand—to the 
said lord robert stewart and his .. schireffis and fowdis foir- 
saidis, full power [etc.]. 1602 M/ix. District Crt. Dunrossnan 
in ¥. Mill's Diary (1889) 178 Provin in the foldis buikis to 
have disobeyit to gang to my lordis wark in Scallowy. 1703 
Branp Descr. Orkney, etc. 121 In this parish. .the Principal 
Feud or Judge of the Country used to sit and give Judgment. 
1889 Gounie J, Mill's Diary Introd. 38 Originally in Shet- 
land .. every .. parish had its court, presided over by the 
parish Foud. 1894 Scotsman 10 Nov. 10/6 The Foude [in 
Faroe] is collector, or rather treasurer of all kinds of skat. 

Hence Fou-drie [see-Ryv], the office ofa foud; also, 
the district over which his jurisdiction extended. 

1581 Sc. Acts Fas. VI. (1814) III. 254 Our souerane lord 
-.grantis to the said lord robert stewart ..the offices .. 
of schirefschip and fowdrie. 1592 /did. 619 Landis lyand 
wtbin the diocie of orknay wthin the fauderie of orknay and 
Zetland. 1693 J. Watiace Descr. Orkney gi Foudrie, the 
Government of the Foud. 

Foude, var: form of Foon z. 

Foudre, var. of Foutpre, Ods. 

Foudroyant (fudroi‘ant, Fr. fdrwayan), a. 
[a. Fr. foudroyant, pr. pple. of foudroyer to strike 
with or as with lightning, f. foudre : see FOULDRE.] 

1. a. Thundering, stunning, noisy. b. Flashing, 
dazzling. 

1840 De Quincey Style Wks. 1859 XI. 210 When .. the 
‘foudroyant’ style of the organist commenced the hailstone 
chorus. 1860 O. W. Hotmes Zésie V. xxi. 292 With Helen 
Darley as a foil .. she must be foudroyant. faye ; 

2. spec. in Pathol. of a disease: Beginning in a 
very sudden and severe form. 

Fouel, obs. form of Fown. 

+ Fou'et. Ods. [Fr. fouet whip.] A whip. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Patr.(W. de W. 1495) 1. 296 a/2 
Thenne he delyuered to hym a fouet & his hogges to kepe. 

+ Fougarde. [a. Fr. fougade, ad. lt. fugata.] 
= FouGassE ; also fig. 

1643 Sir T. Browne Xelig. Med. 37 "Twas not dumbe 
chance; that to discover the Fougade or Powder Plot, con- 
trived a miscarriage in the letter. 1686 Loud. Gaz. No. 
2163/1 The Enemy sprang five Mines or Fougades at the 
foot of the Breach, 1827 Sourney Penins, War 11.126 The 
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explosion of two fougades .. scarcely appeared to impede 
their progress. i 

Fougasse (fwga's). [a. Fr. fougasse, according 
to Hatz.-Darm, an alteration of Foucapg.] ‘A 
small mine from 6 to £2 feet under ground, charged 
either with powder or loaded shells’ (Voyle). 

1832 Sourney Penins. War I11. 414 Under the three 
angles of the glacis they placed fougasses. 1851 J. S. Mac- 
auLtay Field Fort. 224 The point at which it is intended 
to fire the fougasse. 

Fouge: see Foe sd.1 

Fough, var. of FauGsH 27. 


Fought (fot), #47. a. [pa. pple. of Ficur 2.] 
In senses of the vb. ; also with ow¢. rare in attrib. 
use exc. with advs., as well-fought. “+ Close-fought 
(nonce-use) ; used in hand-to-hand fighting. 

isso J. Coxe Eng. § Fr. Heralds § 125 He had in his 
dayes ben in .xxvi. fought battayles. 1615 Carman Odyss. 
1. 727 No touch away with him bore. .of close-fought sword. 
1827 Soutury Penins. War 11, 562 The circumstances of 
that well-fought field. 1865 SwinsuRNE 4 talanta 2059 The 
lord of fought fields Breaketh spearshaft from spear. 1895 
Daily News 17 Apr. 7/2 A keenly fought out match. 

Foughten (fO't’n), #4/. a. [Archaic form of 
pa. pple. of Fieur v.:; see prec.] 

1. Foughten field: one in which there is or has 
been fighting; a battle-field. Obs. exc. poet. 

1368 Grarron Chron. II. 424 Was taken prisoner .. in 
a pitched and foughten fielde. 1676 Hoxppes /@iad 78 With 
all the horrour of a foughten field. 1819 Keats Ofho 1. iii, 
A thousand foughten fields. 1870 Epcar Ramnymede 53 
You will doubtless live to see..many foughten fields. 

2. Of persons: +a. That has fought (ods.). b. 
Sc. FORFOUGHTEN. 

1631 CuapmaNn Cesar § Pompey Plays 1873 III. 166 So 
many staid and dreadfull soldiers? .. long foughten? 1786 
Burns wa Dogs 173 Are we sae foughten an’ harrass’d. 

Fou'ghty, «. dial. Also 7 faughty, foughtie, 
9 fouty. See also Foory. [app. repr. OE. */ithtzg 
(corresp. to Du. vochtig, Sw. fuktig, Da. fugtig, 
damp), f. fit damp. The form /aughty may be 
due to confusion with fawty, Faunty. At Sheffield 
the pronunciation is (fyuté or fouté).] Musty. 

1600 SuRFLET Countrie Farmie vi. ii. 731 A mustie and 
foughtie taste in the wine. 1625 Markuam Farew. Husd. 
(1625) 115 Neither will the Corne corrupt or grow faughty, 
as long as the wormewood remaines amongst it. 1888 
Sheffield Gloss., Meat or broth which has lost its freshness 
..or a pudding made of old suet, is fouty. 


| Fougue (fig). Obs. Also? fogue. [a.Fr.fougue, 
ad. It. foga.] Fury, passion; ardour, impetuosity. 

1660 Drypen Astrzva Redux 203 Henceforth their fogue 
must spend at lesser rate. ¢1665 Mrs. Hutcuinson Menez. 
Col. Hutchinson (1885) Il. 55 The governor only laughed 
at his fogue. 1683 Tempce J7e72, Wks. 1731 I. 452 After 
some Fougue spent for about a Fortnight..those Ambas- 
sadors began to grow soft and calm again. 

|| Foujdar (faudzdar). Also 7 fous-,8 phous-, 
9 fouge-, faoja-. [Pers. )li=98, f. Arab. keel 
troop. ] 

‘In India, an officer of the Moghul Government, 
who was invested with the charge of the police, 
and jurisdiction in criminal matters. Also, used 
in Bengal last century for a criminal judge’ (Yule). 

1683 Sir W. Hepcres Diary 8 Nov. (Hakluyt Soc.) I. 
136 The Fousdar received another Perwanna. 1702 in 
Wheeler Madras (1861) I. 405 Perwannas directed to all 
Foujdars. 1763 Orme Hist. Milit. Trans. Indostan I. v. 
374 The Phousdar of Velore..made overtures, offering to 
acknowledge Mahomed ally. 1809 Lp. VaLenTIA Voy. & 
Trav. India 1. viii. 409 The Faojadar, being now in his 
capital, sent me an excellent dinner of fowls, 1828 HeBer 
Journ, India i. xvi. 419 The ‘ Foujdar’ (Chatellain) of 
Suromunuggur. 1862 Bevertpce Hist. /ndia II. v. v. 369 
The majority.. dismissed the fougedar. Mink 

Hence || Foujdary a. [Pers.], pertaining to a 
foujdar. 

1862 BeveripcE Hist. India IL. v. vi. 413 Each zemindar.. 
was ‘to exercise a fougedary jurisdiction’. 1892 Wharton's 
Law Lex., Foujdarry-court, a tribunal for administering 
criminal law. Jzdian. 

Foul (faul), @., adv. and sb. Forms: 1 fal, 2-3 
ful, (3 ? fuzel), 2-5 fule, (5 fulle), 4 fole, (feule), 
4-7 foule, fowl(e, 4 south. voule, (5-6 foull, 
fow/(e)ll), 9 dial. feaw, fou, 3- foul. [OE. fiiZ 
=OFris. fal(nisse) (Du. vudl), OHG. fal (MHG. 


vil, Ger. faul), ON. fill (Sw. ful, Da. fudl), Goth. | 


fils:—OTeut. *filo-, f. root */z- (also in ON. frienn 
rotten, feyja :—*faujan to cause to rot):—Aryan*Zu- 
(in Skr. £2 to stink, Gr. wvov, L. ps purulent matter, 
L. piiére to stink, puter rotten).] A. adj. 

1. Grossly offensive to the senses, physically 
loathsome; primarily with reference to the odour 
or appearance indicative of putridity or corruption. 

a 800 Corpus Gloss. 1031 Holido, fule. 971 Blickl. Hom. 
59 Se lichoma bonne on bone heardestan stenc. . pone fulostan 
bid gecyrred. cx1r75 Lamb, Hom. 43 Ful stunch. c12g0 
Gen. & Ex. 2556 Summe he deden in vn-Sewed swine, for it 
was fuzel and ful ostinc. ¢1325 Aletr. Hom.77 Wykked 
folk sall fall doun Into hell that foule dongoun. @ 1535 
More Ws. (1557) 477 Lest he finally fall into the fowle smoke 
of helle, where he shall neuer see after, 1667 Mitton P. 
L. 1. 841 Thou resembl’st.. Thy .. place of doom obscure 
and foule. dod. The foul smells of the place soon drove 
us away. The foul dens to be found in our great cities, 

b. Of a disease or a person affected with disease : 


Vou. IV. 
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Loathsome. + The fowl disease or evil: (a) epi- 
lepsy, (¢) syphilis, ete. oz brood: a disease of 
larval bees (see quot.). 
cgoo Bede Gloss. 50 in Sweet O. EL. Texts 181 Feda peste, 
fulre adle. 1393 Lancet. P. PZ. C. 1v.96 Feueres ober fouler 
yueles. 1486 Sk. St. Albans Cv b, That is tokyn of the 
foule glet. 1529 S. Fisu Supplic. Beggers (E. E. T.S.) 1 
The foule, vnhappy sorte of lepres. 1542 Boorpr /xtrod. 
Knowl, ii. 127 As ‘the foule euyll’, whyche is the fallyng 
syckenes, is at the ende of euery skottysh mans tale. 1607 
TopseLtt /our-f. Beasts (1658) 567 The disease called the 
Foul evill. 1697 Drypen 772. Georg. 11. 711 On Winter 
Seas we fewer Storms behold, Than foul diseases that infect 
the Fold. 1744 BerKELEY Sz7zs § 63 Useful in gouts, drop- 
sies, and rheums, as well as in the foul disease. 1888 Ga. 
Words 353 The terrible disease [of bees] known as ‘foul- 
brood’, 1896 Board of Agriculture Leaflet No, 32 Foul 
brood or Bee pest is the most terrible scourge of apiculture. 
It..is caused by a rod-shaped micro-organism, called 
Bacillus alvei.. Wives in which foul brood exists give forth 
a sickly and unpleasant smell. 
ce. Charged with offensive matter; ‘ full of gross 


humours’ (J.). Of acarcase: Tainted with disease. 

ce1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 93 Pis is be difference bitwene 
acankre &a foul ulcus. 1606 SHaxs, A. VY. LZ. 1. vii. 60, I 
will through and through Cleanse the foul bodie of th’ in- 
fected world. 1609 SkENE Reg. Mayz., Stat. Robt. I11, c. 40. 
59 b, Fvle Swine, or Corrvpted Salmon, sould be not sauld, 
1799 Med. Frni. 11.350 A comparative view of a foul ulcer, 
with one ina healingstate. 1837 CarLtyLe Fy. Rev, I. 1. 
iii. (1872) 32 Foul Product of still fouler corruption. 

II. Opposed to CuEan a. IT. 

(The implication of disgust etymologically belonging to 
the word was formerly often absent in these senses; in 
present use association with sense 1 has commonly restored 
it, exc. in certain technical or idiomatic expressions.) 

2. Dirty, soiled; covered with or full of dirt. 
Of ground, a road: Miry, muddy. Now arch. or 
dial., exc. with mixture of sense 1: Disgustingly 
dirty, filthy. 

c1000 AiLFRIc Gloss. in Wr.-Wiilcker 125 Stigmentum, ful 
maal on regel. cx1175 Lamb. Hom. 81 Pes oder. .luued his 
sunnen alse ded pet fette swin pet fule fen to 1i33en in. 
¢ 1230 Hali Meid. 13 Pa ilke sari wrecches bat i bat ilke fule 
wurdunge unweddede walewid. c1300 Havelok 555 Ina 
poke, ful and blac, Sone he caste him on his bac. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 287 Torfes .. smellep wors pan 
wode, and makep fouler askes. c 1480 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 
7214 Pe way was foule, and wendyng hard. ¢1483 CaxTon 
Vocab. 16 Yf it [the vrinall] be foull. So rubbe it within. 
1516 Will of R. Peke of Wakefield 4 June, To ament a 
fowll holle abowt the brige. 1535 CovERDALE Zech. iil. 4 
Take awaye y? foule clothes from him. 1655 H. VauGHAN 
Silex Scint.1. Stars (1858) 56 The night Is dark, and long ; 
The Rode foul. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 341 
One of the Washers, came..to fetch People’s foul Linnen. 
1807 Aled. Frnl. XVII. 107 The sick .. dressed in their 
foulest clothes. 1889 Whitby Gaz. 25 Oct. 3/3 If the way 
be foul so as not to be passable. 

Jig. 1588 Suaxs. LZ. L. L. tv. i. 139 Come, come, you 
talke greasily, your lips grow foule. 1715 DE For Fam. 
Instruct. 1. iv. (1841) 86 If you hold of this Mind, we are 
like to have a foul house with you quickly. 

3. + Of handwriting: Blotted, illegible (o0ds.). 
Foul copy : a first copy, defaced by corrections (now 
rare); so + foul books, etc. (Cf. CLEAN a. 3c, Fair 
a.8c.) oul proof: see quots. 

1467 Paston Lett, No. 575 II. 307 By cause of the foule 
wrytyng and interlynyeng. 1628 Karte AZicrocosm. (Arb.) 
85 Acquaintance is the first draught of a friend, whom we 
must lay downe oft thus, asthe foule coppy. 1659 Burton's 
Diary (1828) IV. 470 The particulars in his hands were foul 
books and papers, out of which those he had returned were 
extracted. 1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. II. 377 Foul Proof, 
when a Proof has many Faults markt in it. 1758 JortTiN 
Evasm. 1. 46 He sent a foul Copy..to Ammonius, begging 
him to get it transcribed. 1888 Jacosi Printers Voc., Foul 
proof—a proof distinct from a clean proof. 

b. Foul bill of health: see BILL sd.3 to. 

1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk. s.v. Bill of Health. 

4. Charged with defiling or noxious matter; es. 
said of air, water, etc. + Ofaship: Zo make foul 
water (see quot. 1769). Cf. CLEAN a. 2. 

Foul air, water, exc. in technical uses as Vat. or Mining, 
are now used with a mixture of sense 1. 

1535 CovEeRDALE Ye”. ii. 18 To drinke foule water. 1627 
Cart. Smitu Seaman's Gram. ix. 44 Fowle water is when 
she comes into shallow water where shee raise the sand or 
ose with her way. 1653-4 WuitELocke Fril, Swed. Emb. 
(1772) I. 132 [The ship]..made fowle water by striking 
as she passed over the Riffe. 1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters 
I. 35 The Seine..is foul and turbid as the Avon. 1769 
Fatconer Dict, Marine (1789), Eau changée, foul water ; 
or water whose colour is changed by approaching the shore, 
or otherwise. 1805 T. Linptey Voy. Brasil (1808) 48 Op- 
pressed with breathing the foul air, 1817 CoLERIDGE S7dyZ. 
Leaves (1862) 271 The unwholesome plain Sent up its foulest 
fogs. 1851 GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms Northumb. & 
Durh. 26 Foul, in an inflammable state, from fire-damp 
having accumulated. 1885 Manch. Exam. 5 June 5/2 Old 
workings charged with foul gas. 1891 E, Peacock JV. Bren- 
don I, 2 Coal pits..make the atmosphere foul with smoke, 

b. Dirty-coloured, discoloured. Also fig. vare. 
r6or Suaks. Adi’s WelZ 1. iii. 6 We..make foule the clear- 
nesse of our deseruings. 16537 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 
12 Those teeth, which at a distance appear’d rarely white, 
are yellow and foul. 1717 tr. Hrester's Voy. S. Sea 183 
Glass made with Saltpeter. .is green, foul, and ill wrought. 
1799 G. Smitu Laboratory 1.136 Put into this your yellow- 
coloured or foul pearls. : 

5. Of food: Coarse, gross, rank. Hence, applied 
to the eating of such food, or the eaters of it (in 
present use, with the stronger notion of feeding on 


unclean or putrid food). 
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1713 Ferton On Classicks 67 They are all for rank and 
foul Feeding. 1726 Suetvocke Voy. round World (1757) 
256 Not one of us had an hour's sickness, notwithstanding 
we fed on such foul diet as we did, without bread or salt. 
1727 ArsutHNoT Yohn Bull Postscript ch. x, How the Esq: 
from a foul-feeder grew dainty. JZod. The vulture is a foul 
feeder. 

b. Of a horse: Sluggish from want of exercise. 
+ Hence, torpid. [Cf. Ger. faz lazy. ]} 

1880 Frampton Dial. Vron & Steele 133 For if they cast 
the juyce uppon him, it maketh him fowle [Sp. Zo extorfece). 
1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. (1757) 11. 92 Any Horse that 
has too little Exercise, and is what we call foul, may puff and 
blow when moved quick up a Hill. 

6. Clogged, choked, or encumbered with some- 
thing foreign. Cf. CLEAN a. 3b. a. gen. ? Obs. 

c1470 Henry Wallace u. 377 Thoct it [the blaid] was 
foule, nobill it was of steyll. 1572 Hutoret, Mowde corn, 
being full of weedis. 17539 B. Martin Wat. Hist. Eng. I. 
Devon 31 The Head of it lies in a fowl, barren ground. 1793 
Trans. Soc. Arts (ed. 2) V. 77 Ground that is either foul of 
weeds or grass. 1809 Med. Frnd. XX1.75 Swamps, muddy 
banks, and foul shores. 

b. of a gun-barrel, or a chimney. 

1674 S. Vincent Gallant's Acad. 17 The Body of it [a 
gun] is fowl. .by being too much heated. 1805 W. SAUNDERS 
Min. Waters 32 The scourings of a foul gun barrel. 1846 
GREENER Sc. Gunnery 137 If the gun be allowed to get 
very foul. 1860-1 Fro. NicHtincaLe Nursing 24 If your 
chimney is foul, sweep it. 

ce. Naut. Foul bottom, coast, ground (see quot. 
1867). Also, of a ship: Having the bottom over- 
grown with seaweed, shell-fish, etc. 

1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea(1847) 117 The norther part 
of the bay hath foule ground and rockes under water. 1683 
Hacke Collect. Voy. 1. (1699) 23 Yet she out-sailed us, she 
being clean and we as foul as we could be. 1717 tr. /vezter's 
Voy. S. Sea 293 The Sea running high .. made us fear, 
because the Coast is foul. 1790 Beatson Nav. §& Mil, Mem. 
405 The Monmouth now became very foul and leaky. 1808 
Forsytu Beauties Scotl. V.515 The navigation of the Sound 
of Ilay is dangerous. .from foul ground. 1867 Smytu Saz/or’s 
Word-bk., Foul Bottom..the bottom of the sea if rocky, or 
unsafe from wrecks. oud Coast, one beset with reefs and 
breakers. oul Ground, synonymous with foul bottom. 
1875 BeprorD Sailor's Pocket-bk. v. (ed. 2) 157 The launch 
should be sent in the direction of the foulground. 

+d. Of plants: Infested with insect parasites, 
Cf. Fiura 2c. ? Obs. 

1811 Sforting Mag. XX XVII. 33 The peas fine, but foul 
[with plant-lice]. 

e. Path. Of the tongue: Coated with fur, furred. 

1800 Med. Frnl. IV. 422 We misunderstand one of the 
most common appearances..I meana foul tongue. 1849 
CrarincE Cold Water-cure 166 Foul tongue and pain at the 
pit of the stomach. 

7. Morally or spiritually polluted ; abominable, 
detestable, wicked. For Fowl fiend, see FIEND. 
Foul thief: thedevil. Fozd spzrz¢ = unclean spirit. 
Cf. CLEAN a. 4. 

azo0o Crist 1482 (Gr.) Pu pet sele-zescot..purh firen- 
lustas fule synne unsyfre besmite. @1175 Cott. Hom. 243 
Euel 3epanc and fule lustes. c120g5 Lay. 27634 His fule 
saule szeh in to helle. c1273 Death 206 in O. E. Misc. 181 
Per ich schal imete mony o ful wiht. 1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 
380 Kyng Wyllam..bygan sone..to febly .. Vor trauayl of 
pe foul asazt. a1300 Cursor M1. 7444 (Gétt.) Goli, pat etin, 
In foul hordam was he getin. ¢1320 Szxr Tyistr. 1007 Pou 
lexst a foule lesing. ¢1386 CHaucer Pars. T. P72 Ne a 
fouler thral may no man .. maken of his body than for to 
yeuen his body tosynne. c1420 Metr. St. Kath. (Halliw.) 
to Helle hounde, thou fowle wyght. c¢1425 Seven Sag. 
(P.) 681 The fule thefe .. He was aboute my wyf to spyle. 
1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 129 b, Theyr suggestions 
& thoughtes be foule & unprofytable. 1526-34 TINDALE 
Rev. xviii. 2 Babilon .. ys become..the holde of all fowle 
sprettes. 1610 Suaxs. Temp. iv. i. 139, I had forgot that 
foule conspiracy Of the beast Calliban. 1679 PENN Addr. 
Prot. i. Vv. (1692) 186 To be Led. .in ways we see to be foul 
or wrong. 1719 Watts Ps. cxxi. (L. M.) 25 On thee foul 
spirits have no power. 1781 Cowrer Exfostulation 213 
Grace abused brings forth the foulest deeds, As richest soil 
the most luxuriant weeds. 1817 CoLErIpGE Széyl. Leaves 
(1862) 216 Beneath the foulest mother’s curse No child could 
ever thrive. 1838 THIRLWALL Greece IV. 267 Aristophanes 
must stand convicted. .of the foulest motives. 1855 Macav- 
Lay Hist. Eng. I11, 60 A court foul with all the vices of the 
Restoration. 

ellipt, 1788 Picken Poems 81 O’ a’ the Nine, the foul a 
ane [=devil a one] Inspiris like thee. 

+b. Guilty of a charge or accusation; criminally 
implicated. Obs. Cf. CLEAN a. 4b. 

a@3300 [see CLEAN a. 4b]. 1575 CuuRcHYARD Chifpes 
(1817) 194, I must .. Prooue foule, or cleane, and by my 
peeres be tried. c1575 Barrour Practicks (1754) 611 Efter 
the offendar be anis fund foul of the first offence. 1622 
Exsinc Debates Ho. Lords (Camden) 36 Twedy is very 
fowle in this buissines. 

8. Of speech, etc.: Filthy, obscene; also, dis- 
gustingly abusive. 

axo000 Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 458 Odscene, bere fulan. 
c1480 Grosseleste’s Househ. Stat. in Babees Bk, 330 That 
they be-haue them selfe honestly, with-out stryffe, fowle- 
spekyng, and noyse. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Déctes 15 
Beware that .. ther escape out of your mouth noo foule 
wordes. ¢1530 H. Ruoves Bk. Nurture 107 in Babees Br. 
74 Foule speech deserues a double hate. 1590 SPENSER /. 
Q. 1. v. 50 The bold Semiramis. .her fowle reproches spoke. 
1603 Suaks. Jfeas. for M. v.i. 309 In foule mouth. .To call 
him villaine. 1757 Affect. Narr. Wager 32 He poured out 
a deal of foul Language. 1833 Hr. Martineau 3 Ages il. 47 
The .. gentlemen present had..set the fiddlers. .to sing all 
the foulsongs. 1834 Mepwin Angler ix Wales I. 145 If you 
don’t stop that foul mouth of yours, I'll [etc.]. 1852 Miss 
YoncE Cameos I, xii. 80 Keep.. your foul tongue to yourself. 
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9. +a. Of persons: Ceremonially unclean. Of 
food: Defiling, not fit for use. Ods. 

c1000 /ELFric Fudg, xiii. 4 Nenaht fules ne picge! c1400 
Maunpev. (Roxb.) x1. 41 So foule men schuld no3t comme in 
to so haly place. 

In mod. use applied to fish at or immediately 
afterspawning. Cf. CLEANa.5b. ‘+e. See quot., 
and cf. CLEAN a. 5d; also fozl-cut in C. 6. 

1811 Sporting Mag. XX XVIII. 212 A foul horse—not a 
complete gelding. . 

+10. Of language, diction: Incorrect, inelegant. 
Obs —* Cf. Farr a. 4, CLEAN a. 7 2a. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl, Synne 8627 To my sawe blame 
may be leyde For foule englysshe. 

ITI. Opposed to Farr a. 

11. Of persons and material objects: Ugly. Now 

rare in literary use, but in many (midl. and north.) 


dialects the current sense. Cf. Fair a. 1a. 

1386 Cuaucer Wife’s Prol. 265 And if that she be foul 
thou seist, that she Coveiteth every man that she may se. 
1393 Lanct. P. PZ. C. x1x.54 Thenne tok ich hede, Whether 
the frut were faire other foul to loken on, 1413 Pilger 
Sozw/le (Caxton 1483) Iv. ii. 58 These pepyns myght nought 
kyndely sprynge to a fayre appeltree but to fowle buskes 
and wylde. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour G vij, Soone after 
another [sone] they hadde whiche was fowle and lame. 1509 
York Manual (Surtees) 27 For fayrer for fouler, 1533 Frit 
Another Bk. agst. Rastell (1829) 225 He hath made a foul 
hole in his kinsmans best coat. 1568 TitNey Disc. Mariage 
E vij, Daylie we maye see a foule deformed woman, that 
[etc.]. 1583 HottyBanp Camo di Fior 15 Thou callest 
me fowle (hr. laide, It. byutta] wenche. 1603 KNoLLES 
Hist. Turks (1621) 53 Hee was set upon a foule lean cam- 
mell. 1604 SHaks. Oth. 11.1. 141. 1607 — Timon WV, iii. 28, 
1616 W. Browne Brit. Past. u. i. 10 None could be foule 
esteem’d compar’d withher. 1836 Emerson Vature, Beauty 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 145 There is no object so foul that intense 
light will not make beautiful. 1841 Trencu Parables xii. 
(1877) 232 He loved her foul, that He might make her fair. 

b. Of a part of an animal: ? Ill-shaped. ? Oés. 

1688 Lond, Gaz. No. 2336/8 Lost .. a middle-siz’d Fleet- 
Hound Bitch, very strong made..a foul stern. 1703 Jd7d. 
3881/4 Stolen .. a thick punching Horse .. alittle white on 
one of his Heels, and a foul Head. [1765 : cf. 20a.] 

+e. Unattractive, poor in quality. Obs. 

1535 CoveRDALE 1 Sam. xv. 9 What was foule and no- 
thinge worth, that they damned. 1606 SHaxs. 77. & Cr. 1. 
iii. 359 Let vs (like Merchants) show our fowlist Wares, And 
thinke, perchance, they’! sell. 

+d. Of the face: Disfigured by distress or tears. 
c1400 Destr. Troy 8507 Thies fellyn hym to fete with a 
foule chere. 1611 BisLte ¥06 xvi. 16 My face is fowle with 
weeping. 

12. Of sounds: Ugly, disagreeable. Now dal, 

(Common in north midlands). Cf. Farr a. 2. 

c1440 York Myst. xxxi. 320 O! 3e make a foule noyse for 
pe nonys. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 274 The Genowayes.. 
made another leape and a foule crie. 1606 HoLLanp 
Sueton. 81 The Frogges. .chaunced to make a foule noyse. 

13. Disgraceful, ignominious, shameful. Cf. 7. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 7829 (Gott.) A fouler dede ban ani may 
driue. c1400 Aol. Loll. 55 Pe Son of God wold be con- 
dempnid to fowlist dep. c1q420 Six Amadace (Camd.) ii, 
Thenne made I a fulle fowle ende! 1529 More Com/f. agst. 
Trib, 1. Wks. 1213/2 Thys vngracious secte of Mahomette, 
shall haue a fowle fall. 1559 Wirr. Alag., Northumberland 
xi, This fowle despite did cause vs to conspire. 1590 SHAKS, 
Mids. N, iu. ii. 197 Haue you conspir'd..To baite me with 
this foule derision? 1659 D. Pett Jpr. Sea 605 This is a 
foul blot in the Sailors Scutchion. 1756 C. Lucas Zss. 
Waters 11. 144, I should be glad..to acquit the college. .of 
this foul charge. 1808 Scorr Marm. vi. xv, A letter 
forged !..Did ever knight so foul a deed ! 

14. Sporting and Games. Contrary to rule or es- 
tablished custom, irregular, unfair; said also of the 
player. oul ball (Baseball): a ball struck so that 
it falls outside the lines drawn from the home base 
through the first and third bases. Cf. Farr a. Io. 

1797 Sporting Mag.1X. 283 His antagonist having struck 
him two foul blows. a186x Mrs. Browninc Last Poenzs, 
Garibaldi i, Perhaps that was not a foul trick, 1882 Fzeld 
28 Jan. (Cassell), Thus, at billiards, if a player makes a foul 
stroke and scores, his adversary has the option of not en- 
forcing the penalty. 1892 J. Kenr Ld. G. Bentinck ii. 48 
Colonel Leigh. .accused Sam Chifney of foul riding, 

b. esp. in Foul play: unfair conduct in a game; 
transf. unfair or treacherous dealing, often with the 
additional notion of roughness or violence: see 17. 
So also + foul player. Cf. fair-play, FAIR a. oc. 

(Cf. cx4g0 in 17.] 1580 Lyty Zuphues (Arb.) 289 Foule 
gamesters, who hauing lost the maine. .thinke to face it out 
with a false oath, 1610 SHaks. Temzp. 1. ii. 58 What fowle 
play had we, that we came from thence? c1672 Woop Life 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 383 Supposing. .that Dr. Thomas Jones 
+-would act foul play in the election, 1674 tr. Scheffer's 
Lapland tog To strike the ball with their bandies over the 
others line (for it is foul play to fling it with their hands). 
Jéid., Any one that is found delinquent in this kind, is 
branded for a fowl plaier. 1737 M. Green Spleen (1738) 21 
And when hecan’t prevent foul-play, Enjoys the folly of the 
fray. 1814 Sporting Mag. XLIV. 241 After the fifteenth 
round ‘ Foul play !’ was loudly called. 1825 Lytron Zicc7 5 
There can be no foul play at the public tables, 1887 Riper 
Tisenase Fess xxii, At any rate that does not look like foul 
play. 

e. + Of a return; Fraudulent (ods). 
foul loss; see quot. 1848. 

1685 Lutrrett, Brief Rel. (1857) I. 341 Foul returns [of 
elections] made in many places. 1848 Arnoutp Mar. 
Insur. (1866) II, 11, ix. 1004 If after a loss has been paid, 
the underwriter discovers that there was fraud, misrepre- 
sentation or concealment. .such payment is familiarly termed 
in insurance law a foul loss, 


Also, in 
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+d. Foul honesty: (?an oxymoron) false pre- 


tence of honesty. Ods. 
1550 Hooper Seri. on Yonas iii. 40b, Then washeth he 
hys handes with as much foule honestie as he can. 
5. Of the weather, etc.: Unfavourable; wet and 


stormy. Cf. Farr a@. 12. ; 

1380 Wycur Serm. Sel. Wks. I. ror Foule wedir and 
coold. a@1541 Wyatr in Warton Hist. Eng. Poetry (2840) 
III, xxxviii. 47 In foule wether at my booke to sit. 1595 
Suaxs. ¥ohn w. ii. 108 So foule a skie cleres not without a 
storme. 1628 Dicpy Voy. Medit. (1868) 9 And att night wee 
had foule weather. 1661 Pepys Diary 19 Apr., It being so 
foule that I could not go to Whitehall. 1719 De For 
Crusoe. xiii, A very foul Night it was after it. 1776 ADAM 
Situ HW, XN. 1. x. (1869) I. 107 A mason.,can work neither 
in hard frost nor in foul weather. 1865 PARKMAN Champlain 
iii. (1875) 228 For labor or amusement in foul weather, 


16. Of the wind: Contrary, unfavourable. 

1726 G. Roperts 4 Years’ Voy. 3 Untoward Weather, as 
well as a foul Wind. 1795 NELSon 22 May in Nicolas Desf, 
II. 39 Continued foul winds .. from the day of our sailing. 
1883 S. C. Hart Retrospect II. 300 The packet could not 
sail in the teeth ofa foul wind. 

17. Of a means or procedure, and of language: 
Harsh, rough, violent. Cf. Farr a. 15. 

c 1440 Gesta Rom. |x. 248 (Harl. MS.), Tristing in himselfe 
that the lion wolde have I-made a foule pleye withe pe lorde 
& withe be lady. 1592 SuHaxs. Ven, §& Ad. 573 Foul words 
and frowns must not repel a lover. 1608 Yorksh. rag. 1. 
vii, A fouler strength than his O’erthrew me with his arms. 
1639 T. Bruais tr. Camus’ Moral Relat. 171 He would not 
have gathered by faire meanes or foule, that which he so im- 
patiently desired. 1659 D. Pett Jizpr. Sea 79 Some of you 
get foul checks. 1704 [see Fair a. 15]. 1856 EMERSON 
Lng. Traits, Aristocracy Wks. Il. 85 War is a foul game. 

18. Naut., opposed to clear: ‘ Entangled, embar- 
rassed, or contrary to’ (Adm. Smyth). Const. of, 
ton. To fall, run foul of; see the vbs. Foul 
berth, hawse: see quot. 1867. 

1627 Carr. Smitu Seaman's Gram. xiii. 61 We are fowle 
on each other, and the ship is on fire. 1697 Dampier Voy. 
I. x. 303 She..coming foul of the same shole..was in great 
danger of being lost. 1743 Butketey & Cummins Voy. S. 
Seas 115 In weighing the Grapenel..we found it foul among 
some Rocks. 1748 Avson's Voy. 1. i. 10 And we were in no 
small danger of driving foul of the Prince Frederick, 1769 
Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789), Tour de cable, a foul hawse ; 
a turn or elbow in the hawse. 1822 G. W. Mansy Voy, 
Greenland (1823) 13 A small axe to cut away the line, in 
case of its getting foul when running out. 1829 Marryat 
F. Mildmay xxiii, Topsail-tie is foul. 1840 R. H. Dana 
Bef, Mast vii. 16 We [the ship] were continually swinging 
round, and had thus got a very foul hawse. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Foul Berth, when a ship anchors in the 
hawse of another she gives the latter a foul berth. oul 
fTawse, when a vessel is riding with two anchors out, and 
the cables are crossed round each other outside the stem, 
by the swinging of the ship when moored in a tide-way. 


b. Foul anchor: see quot. 1769. Also, the 


badge of the British Admiralty. 

1769 FaLconer Dict. Marine (1789), Foul Anchor : it is 
so called when it .. hooks some other anchor, wreck, or 
cable..or when..the ship..straying round the bed of her 
anchor entangles her slack cable about the upper fluke of 
it. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xiii. 31 On one of his broad 
arms he had the crucifixion, and on the other the sign of 
the ‘foul anchor’. 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 203 Put 
a foul-anchor strop round the crown. 


19. Of a charge of powder. 

1799 G. Smitu Laboratory I. 9 If the rocket rises a little, 
and falls back, the charge is foul. 

IV. 20. Comé. a. parasynthetic, as fovl-azred, 
-browed, -faced, -minded (hence foulmindedness), 
-thighed, -tongued, -vizored. Also FOUL-MOUTHED. 

1883 Century Mag. XXVI. 213 The whole place unclean 
and *foul-aired. 1610 Hratey S?. Aug. Citie of God 765 
The holy..servants of the true God live in this *foule- 
browed world. 1602 27d Pt. Return fr. Parnass. 1. i. 
(Arb.) 7 Then *foule faced Vice was in his swadling bands. 
1849 KinesLey Poetry Sacr. & Leg. Art Misc. I.244 Every 
form of prudish and prurient *foulmindedness. 1765 Tveat. 
Dom. Pigeons 95 Let it [another colour] fall here, or on 
any other part of the thigh, it is called *foul-thigh’d. 1549 
CoverRDALE, etc. Erasm. Par. Rom. iii. 8 *Foule tounged 
people. 1608 Macuin Dumb Knight 1.i,*Foule vizard coynes, 

b. in attrib. (quasi-adj.) uses of foul weather 
(sense 15); also fosl-weather-like adj. 

1768 Waters in Phil. Trans. LX. 108 Over these they 
have a kind of foul-weather jacket. c1793 Spirit Pub, 
Fruls. (1799) 1. 75, I don’t care a stale chaw of tobacco for 
the foul-weather looks of any fair-weather Jack in the three 
kingdoms, 1837 Marryat Dog-fiend xii, He remained in 
his ..foul-weather hat. 1793 erent Edystone L. § 275 
The sky began to look foul-weather-like. 

B. sd. [The adj. used absol. or elliptically.| 

1. That which is foul (in senses of the adj.); some- 
thing foul. For foul nor facr : on no account, by 
no means. For foul befall see note on Farr sé,2 1. 

agoo Halsuncge in Sweet O. EL. Texts 176 Dis mon.. 
scal reda ofer Sa feta Se ful infalled. a1zo00 Elene 769 Pxs 
he in ermdum sceal ealra fula ful fah prowian. ¢ 1386 
Cuaucer Max of Law's T, 525 But what she was, she wold 
no man seye For foul ne fair. c1g400 Sowdone Bab. 199 
And foule shal hem this day bifalle. 1430 Lypc. Chyon. 
Troy 1. v, All the foule shall couertly be wryed. ¢1470 
Henry Wallace 1. 430 Foule mot yow fall. 1477 Norton 
Ord, Alch, iv. in Ashm. (1652) 47 Foule and cleane by 
naturall lawe Hath greate discord. 1594 J. DickENson 
Arishas (1878) 54 Foule fall the wagge that lost so rare 
a iewell. 1768 Sterne Sent. Yourn. (1778) II. 7 Foul 
befal the man who ever lays a snare in its way ! 

Prov. a166x Futter Worthies, Cheshire 1. (1662) 177 
Frost and Fraud both end in Foul. 








FOUL. 


2. A disease in the feet of cattle and sheep. 
Also, a disease in dogs (see quot. 1854). Cf. FILE 
sb.2 6 b. 

1523 Firzuers. usb. § 63 There be bestes, that wyll haue the 
foule and that is betwene the cleese, sometyme before, and 
some tyme behynde, and it wyll swell, and cause hym to 
halt. 1614 Markxuam Cheap usb. 11. xxili. (1668) 79 Troubled 
with that disease which is called the Foule. 1737 Bracken 
Farriery Impr. (1756) 1. 315 What the Cow-Leeches term 
the Foul ina Cow’s Foot. 1810 Aun. Reg. 629, I have had 
them disordered in the feet with the fouls, but not the foot- 
rot. 1854 E. Maynew Dogs (1861) 114 Foul is not one 
disease, but an accumulation of disorders, brought on by the 
absence of exercise, with a stimulating diet. 

3. (In sense partly derived from Foun v.) A 
collision or entanglement, esf. in riding, rowing, 
running, etc. ; an irregular stroke, piece of play, etc, 
To claim a foul: to claim a favourable award 
because of unfair action on the part of an opponent. 
In Baseball: A foul hit: see A. 14. 

1754 Dict. Arts § Sc. II. 1311 Foul imports, also, the 
running of one ship against another. 1864 Home News 19 
Dec. 21/2 Coombes..boring his opponent too closely to the 
shore, a foul occurred. 1867 F. Francis Angling v. (1880) 
150 The drop will fall over the stretcher, and a foul will be 
the consequence. 1873 BenNnetr S7//iards 480 The player 
who made the foul must follow suit. 189. A7lliard Rules 
xix, A player may claim a foul if he sees his opponent touch 
a ball..(except with his cue, when making a stroke). 

C. adv. [In early ME. fule, foule, f. the adj. with 
advb. ending -e; after 14th c. not distinguished in 
form from the adj. ] 

+1. In a manner offensive to the sense of smell. 

¢ 1200 Ormin 1201 Gat iss..Gal deor, and stinnkebb fule, 
c 1275 XI Pains of Hell 123 in O. E. Misc. 150 pe stude 
.. stinkep fulre pane pe hund. a@1300 Cursor M. 18147 Pou 
hell, sua fule stinkand thing. ¢ 1340 Lbid, 6353 (Trin.) pe 
wattres bat so foule stank. 1563 W. FutKE AZeteors (1640) 
67 b, Lead also, which maketh it to bee in colour so black 


and so fowle to corrupt. 
+2. In an ugly manner. Zo fare foul: To be- 


have in an unseemly way, ‘ go on’ outrageously. 

? @ 1366 Cuaucer Row. Rose 155 Y frounced foule was hir 
visage. a@ 1400-50 Alexander 4082 Wemen.. Pat frely faire 
ware of face bot foule ware clethid. c1425 Seven Sag. (P.) 484 


Scho..To-rente hyre clothes and foule ferde. c1450 Merlin 
116 Foule were thei skorched with the fier, 
+ 3. Disgracefully, shamefully. Obs. To call (a 


person) foul: to call by a bad name. Ods, 

c1275 Doomsday 48 in O. E. Misc. 164 So fule he [be 
cwed] vs blende. c1325 Poem temp. Edw. II (Percy) |xi, 
He shal be foul afrounted. 1362 Lane. P, PZ, A. m1. 179 
And bou hast famed me foule bifore the kyng heer, 1385 
Cuaucer L. G. W. 1307 Dido; Ye wil nat fro your wyf 
thus foule fleen? ¢ 1386 — Pars. T. P 741 He leseth foule his 
good pat ne seketh with the yifte of his good no thyng but 
synne. ¢1430 How Wise Man tau3t his Son roo in 
Babees Bk. 5x To calle hir foule it is bi schame. a 1450 
Kut, dela Tour 13 [In confession] ye shulde telle the synne 
as foule as ye do it, and in the same manere. c1450 Merlin 
12 Hir bewte was foule spente, seth it was loste in soche 
manere. 1594 SHAKS, Rich. ///, ut. ii. 44 [le haue this Crown 
of mine cut from my shoulders, Before Ile see the Crowne 
so foule mis-plac’d. ; 

4. +a. Badly, ill, grievously. Ods. 

a1228 Ancr. R. 108 Heo is a grucchild, & ful itowen. 
¢1340 Cursor M. 1639 (Trin.) Pe erpe wib synne is foul 
shent. ?1366 CHaucer Kom. Rose 1061 They..foule abate 
the folkes prys. 1377 Lanct. P. P/. B. x. 472 Selden falle 
thei so foule..As clerkes of holikirke. c14q00 Rom. Rose ~ 
2655 Than shalt thou goon, ful foule aferd. 1426 W. Paston 
in P. Lett, No. 7 1. 26, 1 am foule and noysyngly vexed 
with hem. ¢1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 114 Ile spon 
weft, I wys, ay commys foulle owte. 1590 SPENSER J, Q. 1. 
v. 23 Two of three her nephews are so fowle forlorne. 

b. Not in the correct or regular manner. 

1683 Lond. Gaz, No. 1840/4 [He] trots and gallops foul. 
1686 /did. No, 2136/4 Stolen or stray'd..a red roan Gelding 
-.trots foul..cuts behind. 1715 bid. No. 5331/4 Carries 
his Tail foul. 1884 Western Daily Press 16 Apr. 7/2 A 
well-known..amateur..in spurring his first bird fastened 
the spur on ‘foul’, the result being that the first blow it 
made cut its own throat. 

5. Unfairly; contrary to the rules of the game. 
Also jig. in Zo play (a person) foul: to deal 
treacherously with. 

1707 Reflex. upon Ridicule 261 You are fond of Gaming 
and you Play foul. 1755 Younc Centaur 105 He that plays 
foul the most dexterously is sure to be undone. 1799 
Netson 17 Oct. in Nicolas Ds. 1V. 60 Our Allies have.. 
played us foul. 

6. Comb., as foul-feeding, -reeking, -smelling, 
-spokenadjs.; also foul-biting sd. (see quot.) ; foul- 
cut a., imperfectly gelded (cf. Foun a. 9c). 

1822 Imison Sc. § Art II. 429 Otherwise you will have 
parts bit that were not intended, which is called *foul-biting, 
81x Sporting Mag. XX XVIII. 213 It was a *foul-cut 
horse. 1634 Br. Hatt Seva. Rom. xii. 2. Wks. II. 301 
There is an apfetitus caninus, that..falls upon unmeet and 
*foule-feeding morsels, 1684 Otway A ¢heist 1. i, The dirt 
Dugs of a foul-feeding Witch. 1593 SHaxs. Lucr. 799 
night, thou furnace of *foul-reeking smoke. 1869 of A. 
Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 55 In the case of any *foul- 
smelling or suspected water. 1588 Suaks. 77¢, A. i. 58 
*Foule spoken Coward That thundrest with thy tongue. 
1848 Hare Guesses Ser, 11, (1873) 527 They who are too fair- 
spoken before you, are likely to be foulspoken behind you. 

Foul (faul), vt [In form repr. OE. fitlian 
intr. =OHG. filén (MHG. vitlen, mod.G. f/aulen). 
In the trans. use, which begins in the r4th c., it may 
be regarded as a new formation; cf. FILE v.2, to 


which the early ME. /z/en trans. belongs. ] 


FOUL. 


1. intr. To be foul, become foul. 

¢893 K. AELrrep O7os.1. i, (Sweet 21) Der licgzad pa deadan 
men swa lange and ne fuliad. c xo00 Ags. Ps. (Th.) xxxviifi]. 
5 Mine wunda rotedan and fuledon. c 1200 7¥in. Coll. Hone. 
37 Sume men lade@ here lif on etinge and on drinkinge alse 
swin, be uulied. 13.. £. &. Allit. P. B. 269 So ferly 
fowled her flesch pat be fende loked, How [etc.]. 1691 T. 
Hare] Acc. New Invent. 4x So apt to foul, or difficult to 
clean as Wood, 1858 GREENER Gunnery 400 Prince’s breech- 
loader. .fouls in the proportion of at least 3 to 1 more. 

2. trans. To render (materially) foul, filthy, or 
dirty ; to destroy the cleanness or purity of; = Dz- 
FILE v,1 2, FILE v.2 1. 

ce 1420 Chron. Vilod. 937 Lest bt holy plase wt pat blod y 
folud shuld be. ¢1440 Capcrave Life St. Kath. v. 1594 It 
is neyther wurshipful ne honest On-to mankeende to foule 
soo his nest. c14s0 Bk. Curtasye 110 in Babees Bh, 302 
To foule be borde clothe with pi knyfe. 1526 Pzlgr. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 177 He y* hath a precyous.. garment, wyll 
be loth to..foule it. 16x Biste Zzek, xxxiv. 19 ‘They drinke 
that which yee haue fouled with your feete. 1683 Tryon 
Way to Health 303 A close heavy substance .. that fouls 
and makes the blood thick and gross, 1705 OLiyER in PAz?. 
Trans. XXV. 2181 ’Tis farther observable, he never foul’d 
his Bed. @1745 Swirt Wks. (1841) II. 355 The waiting 
maid. .fouls asmock more in one hour, than the kitchen maid 
does ina week. 1756C. Lucas Zss. Waters I1. 141 It fouls 
itself with a pale ochrous sediment, 1865 KincsLtey Herew. 
II. xxii. 368 Any more than the wolf would forgive the lamb 
for fouling the water below him. 1883 Manch. Exam. 20 
Nov. 5/5 Manchester gas is fouled by sulphur compounds. 


b. absol. To cause filth or dirt, to drop ordure. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Gv, It fortuned that the 
swalowe dyd fowle within the eyen of Thobye. 1814 J. 
Gitcurist Reason 56 Thus they croaked, and crawled, and 
spawned, and fouled. 

jig. and in immaterial sense. To defile or pol- 
lute (with guilt); to dishonour, disgrace. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 10637 (Gott.) To saule bat fowlid was in 
sinne. 1362 Lanct. P. Pl. A, vil. 137 Leste pe Fend and 
heore flesch fouleden heore soules. ¢1380 Wyciir Serv. 
Sel. Wks. II. 264 Many penken pei [be freres] ben heretikes 
and foulen men bat maynteynen hem. cx1440 ¥acod’s Well 
(E. E. T.S.) 297 For venyall synnes pat foulyth vs yche 
day. 198: Savite Tacitus’ Hist. 1. xiii. 41 Fouling his in- 
famous life with a slow and dishonest departing. 1612 T. Tay- 
LoR Comm. Titus ii. 14 He careth not to be filthy still.. 
and to fowle. .allthat come in his companie. 1748 CHESTERF. 
Lett. (1792) Il. cxxxix. 372 Your Commensaux, who .. foul 
themselves with..scoundrel gamesters. 
Whigs Wks. VI. 15 With hands not fouled with confisca- 
tion, 1862 Goutsurn Pers. Redig. 11. x. (1873) 241 Whose 
imaginations have been fouled of evil. 1870 Morris Zarthly 
Par. I. 1. 621 No weariness of good shall foul thy name. 


+b. To throw discredit on. Oés. 

¢ 1440 Gesta Ront. xvii. 62 (Add. MS.) The new lawe that 
he made, and fowled [v. ~. fylid] not the other. 

+e. To violate the chastity of, debauch. Ods.—} 

1607 TourxeuR Rev. Trag. 1. ili, Wks. 1878 II. 33 Sweare 
me to foule my sister ! 

4. To make ugly (see Foun a, 11); to deface, 
disfigure, spoil the look of. 

a@1340 HamroLe Psalter iv. 7 Swa to foule bis ymage [of 
God] pt it kan noght knaw til whas lycnynge it is made. 
1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. x1x. 309 Kammokes and wedes 
Fouleth pe fruite in be felde pere pei growe togyderes. 
a3450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 23 So was the wiff fouled and 
maymed alle her lyff. 1557 Zottel’s Misc. (Arb.) 158 He 
..fowlth with haile the winters face. 1884 Browninc Fer- 
tshtah (1885) 25 The cloud, which fouled so late Thy face. 

5. Chiefly Vau¢t, Cf. Foun a. 18. a. To cause (an 
anchor, a cable) to become entangled. Also, To jam 
or block, render immovable or incapable of work- 
ing; to make (a sea bottom) ‘ foul’ or obstructed. 

1726 G. Roserts Four Vears Voy. 401 Tis generally said, 
That the West-of-England-men fouled this Bay, by heay- 
ing their Stone Ballast over-board in it. 1827 Hoop 
Sailor's Apol. ii, ‘Twas all along of Poll, as I may say, 
That fouled my cable, when I ought toslip. 1835 Marryat 
Pirate viii, See that she does not foul her anchor. 1885 
Manch, Exam. 17 Jan. 5/4 The Manchester express. .ran 
into a mineral train by which the line was fouled. 1892 Law 
Times Rep. UXV.590/1 A ship..fouled her propeller, 1895 
Daily News 9 Sept. 3/3 Station him at the east..section 
of the Circus to prevent the traffic from east to west ‘ foul- 
ing’ the crossing. 

jig. 18653 Dickens Mut. Fr. 1. xiv, His luck’s got fouled 
under the keels of the barges. 
b. zntr. To get foul ; to become entangled. 

1857 P. CoLqunoun Comp. Oarsman’s Guide 32 To foul, or 
get foul, is to get entangled. 1860 C. Harrorp in Merc. 
Marine Mag. VII. 173 The chain fouled on the windlass. 
1867 F. Francis Angding v. (1880) 166 He will be perpetually 
fouling in the branches. ; 

e. trans. To run foul of, collide with. 

1859 Guardian 2 Mar. 195 In attempting to make the 
harbour [she]..fouled the pier. 1861 Hucues Tom Brown 
at Oxf, ii. (1889) 16 He managed..to get into Iffley lock 
on the way up without fouling the gates. 1868 KINGLAKE 
Crimea (1877) [V. xiii. 389 Her jib-boom fouled the jib-boom 
of the Agamemnon. 1875 W. S. Haywarp Love agst. 
World 125 Keep to the left, or you'll foul me. 

6. a. Sporting and Games. Cf. Foun a. 14. To 
handle or strike an opponent in a ‘ foul’ manner. 
b. Baseball. To hit a foul ball. Zo fowl out: to 
be caught ‘out’ from a foul ball. 

Hence Fow'ling //.a. Also Fow'ler, one that 
fouls or makes dirty. 

azoso Liber Scintill. ix. (1889) 45 Fulizendum limum. 
1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Praise cleane Linen 13 Wks. u. 
166 Prayers for the cleane amendment of all foulers of 
Linnen. 1896 Daily Chron. 23 Mar. 3/2 Ridding our soot- 
charged passages of the fouling stuff. 
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+ Foul, fowle, v.2 Obs. [a. F. fowler to tread, 
trample, press. Cf. Funu v., Fou v.1] trans. To 
trample, tread, tread down. 

a@ 1400-50 Alexander 4681 And be par gold in oure gate... 
We do bot foulis it with oure fete. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
24 b/z The presse I have torned and fowled all allone. 
@1533 Lo. Berners “on cxl. 524 The countre is sore 
fowllyd and opressyd. 1643 Prynne Pofish R. Fav. 46 He 
caused the Image of the Crosse to be redressed, and that 
men should not foule it under their feete. 

+Fowlage. Os. rave. [f. Foun v.! +-acu.] 
Defilement, dirt. In quot. fig. 

a1603 T. Cartwricut Confut. Rhem. N. T. (1618) 457 
Made fruitfull by the sweet shower of the grace and mercy 
of God, and not by the filthy foulage and dung of mans 
merit. /id. Pref. p. xxx, Fowlage [printed fowtage]. 

Foulard (felar, fzla-ad). [a. Fr. foulard.] 

1. A thin flexible material of silk, or of silk mixed 
with cotton. 

1864 E. Sarcent Peculiar 11. 137 Laura was attired in a 
light checked foulard silk. 1885 Vung. Ladies’ Frnl.1 July 
42/1 The new cambrics. -very much resemble foulards, 

2. A handkerchief of this material. 

1879 BoppamM-WuHETHAM Joraima 60 Stores filled with 
gay-coloured foulards. 1888 19¢% Cenx¢. Apr. 514 A foulard 
has become a common attire with the St. Petersburg house- 
maids. 

Fould, obs. form of Fotp. 

Fouldage, obs. form of FoLDAGE. 

+ Fou‘ldenhead. Oés. Also 8 foudenhed. 
[£. foelden, var. of FoLpEN ffl. a. + HEAD. ] 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict., Foudenhed, a small Pick, 
and the least of all the Tools that belong to a Miner .. so 
thin and slender, that it will not abide to have an Eye struck 
in it..but is made by laping over in form of a Noose, with- 
out any Head at all. /éid, Oiv b, Foulden-Head. 


+Fouwlder, v.1 Obs. [ad. OF. fouldrer, f. 
Jouldre: see Fouupre.] ‘trans. To flash or 
thunder forth ; to send forth as a thundercloud or 


agun. Also adsol. 

1559 Jlirr. Mag., Mortimers iv, Which forced enuy foul- 
der out the rust That in mens hearts before did lie and 
smother. 1594 W. Percy Ce/ia x, From the leads of that 
proud Citadell Do foulder forth two fierie Culuerines. 

Hence Fou'ldering A//. a. 

1590 SPENSER /, Q. 11. ii. 20 Loud thunder..Did rend the 
rattling skyes with flames of fouldring heat. 


+ Fou'lder, v.2 Ods.—* [?f. Four a., after the 
analogy of MouLpER.] z¢r. To crumble. 


1610 HoLLAnp Camden’s Brit. 251 When the leaues were 
touched they fouldred to dust. 

+Fouldre. Ods. Also 4-5 foudre. [a. OF. 

fouldre (Fr. foudre):—vulg. Lat. *fulgér-em (L. 
Julgur neut.).] Lightning; a thunderbolt. 

¢ 1384 CuHaucer 7. Fame u. 27 That thing that men calle 
foudre That smoot somtyme a tour to powdre. c1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 3413 His face like foudre shynyng. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour F iij, Sodome and Gomorre .. 
were..brente..by fyre of sulphur and of fouldre. 

Foule, obs. form of Foat. 

|| Foulé (fle). [Fr. fowlé pressed (cloth), pa. 
pple. of fowler Futu v., Founy.2] A light woollen 
dress material with a glossy surface. 

1894 Daily News 18 Sept. 6/4 A..dainty little dress .. in 
biscuit-coloured foulé, ; 

Fouled (fauld), A/. a. [f. Foun v1 + -zp1.] 
In various senses of the vb. fouled anchor: 
=‘ foul anchor’ (see Foun a. 18 b). 

1388 Wycuir Lev. vii. 20 A pollutid [v.7. foulid] soule. 
1ss2_ Hutort, Fowled, maculatus. 1704 DrErHAM in 
Phil. Trans. XXV. 1786 Some of the fouled Oyl of the 
Pump spirtled on the Wheels. 1885 Pa// Mall G. 6 May 
11/t The fouled water from inside the house. 1889 Daz/y 
News 6 Aug. 6/1 The red flag, with a fouled anchor em- 
blazoned thereon. 


+Foulhead. Ods. 


Foulness, 

a 1300 Cursor M,. 1160 (Gétt.) Felauschip and broperhede 
Ne miht be drau fra foulhede. ¢ 1330 Amzis § Asmiil. 2395 
All his foulehed away was go. 1340 Ayend. 257 And zuo 
penche his uoulhede and his ziknesse. 

Fouling (faw'lin), v2. 5d. [f. Foun v.1+-1ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Foun in various senses. 

1380 Wycuir Se. Wks. III. 514 Pe gospel oweb to be 
kept, wibouten ony foulinge, of alle Cristene men. 1552 
Hu tort, Foulinge or defilynge, vztzatzo. 1580 HottyBanp 
Treas. Fr. Tong, Salissure, fouling. 1691 ‘T. H[are] Acc. 
New Invent. 80 As to its fouling, it fouls nothing near so 
soon as a Wood-sheathing. 1865 Sat. Rev. 11 Mar. 293 
The fouling of two boats in a solemn funeral procession. 

attrib. 1893 R. Kietinc Many Invent. 248 The rifle .. 
uncleaned, with the fouling marks about breech and muzzle. 


2. concr. A foul deposit, filth. Also, +a foul 


person, a wretch. 

1382 Wycur Zzek. xxiv. 11 That..the foulinge therof be 
wellid togidre in the mydil therof. c1450 Cov. J/yst, 
(Shaks, Soc.) 306 Spek, I say, thou foulyng. 1882 J. H. 
Watsu Modern Sportsm. 1, 382 The chamber where the 
fouling collects. 1891 Daily News 23 Oct. 5/8 A rousing 
flood. . will effectually cleanse out this fouling. 

Fouw'lish, a. [See -1sH.] Somewhat foul. 

1753 N. Torriano Gangr. Sore Throat 76 Her Tongue 
was foulish. ’ 

Foully (faulli), adv. [f. Foun a.+-Ly?; in 
OE. fillice.} In a foul manner. 

1. Fetidly, noisomely, filthily, disgustingly. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 6353 Pe water was al suete alson, Pe 
water bat sua fuli stanc. cx1400 Maunbev. (Roxb.) xxi. 96 


[f. Foun a. + -HEAD.] 








FOULNESS. 


It es better bai be eten with fewles .. ban foully to be eten 
in be erthe with wormes. 1568 Grarron Chron. II. 77 
Though she were sweete, nowe fowly doth she stinke. 1642 
Quartes Feast for W, 1x. ix. 36 Their service is unsweet 
and foully taint. 

Jig. 1697 Potrer Antig. Greece m1. iv. (1715) 48 There is 
scarce any Passage..which does not .. foully disgust their 
curious. . Palates. 

2. Hideously; with gross disfigurement. 

¢1425 WyNntoun Crow. v1. iii. 8 Fowlyly hym demenbryd 
pai. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7809 It was sa fouly 
sa defuyled. 1566 Dranr Horace’s Sat. 1. iii, We calle 
him goose, and disarde doulte, and fowlye fatted nowle. 
1577-87 HotinsHep Chron. ILI. 1035/1 Houses .. burned, 
and fowlie defaced with fire. 1592 WyrLey Avimorie, Ld. 
Chandos 65 Fairest truth I fouliest masked. 1632 SANDER- 
son 12 Serwz. 466 Foulely defaced with Sinne. 1728 Swirr 
Answer 261 Your numerous virtues foully stain’d. 

3. Abominably, disgracefully, shamefully ; with 
revolting wickedness, cruelty, or treachery. 

¢1230 Hali Meid. 11 Meidenhad is te blosme pat beo ha 
eanes fulliche forcoruen, ne spruted ha neauer eft. c 1340 
Cursor M. 16461 (Trin.) Iudas..bihelde & se3e how foulely 
pei wib him dalt. c1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 127 So betyn, 
so woundyd, Entretyd so fuly. 1577-87 HoLinsHEeD Chron. 
III. 1233/2 His goods by the commons fowlie despoiled. 
1583 SranyHurst ueis 11. (Arb.) 72 Al trust fowlye 
breaking. 1605 CampEN Rem, 212 Forsooth, yee doe fowly 
to smite a King annoynted. 1666 Bunyan Grace Abound. 
P 159, I had not..transgressed so foully as he. 1714 Gay 
What @ye call it? u. iii, Filbert still is true; I foully 
wrong’d him. 1859 Tennyson Enid 459 From mine own 
earldom foully ousted me. 1880 Miss Brappon Fust as 
Z anv iii, He was foully murdered one October evening. 

b. Impurely, obscenely. 

azoso Liber Scintill, xxviii. (1889) 106 Wel oft sodlice 
ayfernyss & genihtsumnyss wines fullice [¢u7Zzter] on gal- 
nysse tolett. 1603 SHaks. Meas. for M, 11. ii. 174 Dost 
thou desire her fowly, for those things That make her good? 
1864 Neate Seaton. Poents 265 Still Madlier the revel, 
foullier went the jest. 

4. With gross contumely, insultingly. Now only 
with strong mixture of sense 3, with reference to 
slander or coarse language. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter xxi. 13, 1 am slane of thaim as 
fouly as watere is helt. c1340 Cursor M, 24085 (Fairf.) Fouli 
pai on him spitte. 1393 Lanct. P. P2. C. xx1. 96 Thenne gan 
faith foully pe false lewes to despisen. 1577 tr. Bullinger’s 
Decades (1592) 129 The things wherein Gods name is fowly 
abused. 1596 Suaxs. 1 Hex. /V,1. iii. 154 For whose death 
we..Liue scandaliz’d, and fouly spoken of. @ 1627 Haywarp 
Edw. VI (1630) 96 The other two [letters] did fully and fowly 
set forth his obstinacie. 


fouly than ever before. 
The gentlemen who had been so foully slandered. 

+5. Badly, grievously. Ods. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunné Chron. (1810) 42 Bot ever was Eilred 
fouly begiled. 1375 Barsour Bruce vi. 156 Quha vist euir 
men sa fouly fall As vs, gif that we thusgat leif? 1539 
TonstaLL Serum. Palme Sund. (1823) 81 Surely they be 
fowelye deceyued. 1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 
360 He erred fowly in the .. vnderstanding thereof. 1603 
Knoties Hist. Turkes (1621) 1217 Hee fell sicke of the 
small poxe, wherewith hee..was..foulely,tormented. 1655 
Futter Ch. Hist. u. v. § 1 Pope Formosus was foully 
offended, [188x R. Bucuanan God and Man u, vi, An 
innocent man foully taxed and troubled.] 


+Fouwlmouth, a. and 5d. Obs. [f Foun a.+ 
Moura. ] 
A. adj. = Fout-mouramp. B. sd. A foul- 


mouthed person. 

a1640 W. Fenner Christ’s Alarm 1. (1657) 10 Hearing 
what this fowl-mouth [Goliath] said. 1692 WASHINGTON tr. 
Milton's Def. Pop. 390 Infamous foulmouth wretch. 


Foul-mouthed (faul;mau:dd), a. [f. Foura. 
+ Mourn +-rbD2.] Of persons and their utterances : 
Using obscene, profane, or scurrilous language. 

1596 Suaks. 1 Hen. /V, ut. iii, 122 Like a foule-mouth’d 
man as hee is. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. 1x. vii. § 17 Those 
foule mouth’d papers like Blackmoors did all look alike. 
1730 A. Gorpon Maffei's Amphith. 95 One of those foul- 
mouth’d- Poets. 1838 Macautay Zss., Tenzple, Temple .. 
complained, very unjustly, of Bentley’s foul-mouthed rail- 
lery. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets iv. 101 This runaway soldier 
and foul-mouthed Ionian satirist [Archilochus]. 

Hence Fou‘lmou:thedness. 

1834 Lanpor Exam. Shaks. Wks. 1846 Il. 275 Thou hast 
aggravated thy offence.. by thy foul-mouthedness, 1884 
Sat. Rev. 22 Nov. 645/2 The country .. has had a taste of 
Radical foulmouthedness. 

Foulness (faulnés), [f. Foun a. + -Nxss.] 

1. A foul or dirty condition ; dirtiness, impurity, 
pollution, uncleanness, Rarely #/. 

1552 Hutort, Fowlenes or fylthines, sovditudo. 1584 
N. T.(Rhem.) ¥ohz xiii. Annot., The fovines of the fute. . 
signifieth the earthie affections. 1667 Pepys Diary (1877) 
V. 429 My wife and I fell out a little about the foulness of 
the linen of the table. 1725 Braptey Mam. Dict. s.v. Fish, 
It is the Foulness of the Ponds .. that stenches the Water. 
1744 BERKELEY Siris § 4 A medicine, .useful in, .foulnesses 
of the blood. 1809-ro CoLeripcE Friend (1865) 214 With 
such. .eagerness as to neglect the foulness of the road. 1853 
Kane Grinnell Exp. xxxi. (1856) 271 The..foulness of air 
in the between-deck..cannot be amended. 

Jig. 1788 Younc Centaur iv. Wks. 1757 IV. 194 Few 
know the foulness of their own hearts. 

b. Of the weather: Storminess. Ofasea-bottom: 


Rockiness, roughness. 

1603 Knottes Hist. Turks (1621) 1028 Such was the foule- 
nesse of the winter weather. a1718 Penn Ws. (1726) I. 
Life 64 Being. .wearied with the Foulness of the Ways and 
Weather. 1748 Anson's Voy. i. i. 115 To secure them [the 
cables] from being rubbed by the foulness of the ground. 

62-2 


FOUMART. 


ec. concr. Foul matter; something that is or 
makes foul; a foul crust or deposit; filth; ta 


purulent affection (of the skin). Also A/. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. lii. (1495) 570 It.. 
clensyth the eyen of fowlenes and fylthe. 1583 HoLttyBAND 
Campo di Fior 25 Washe well the fowlenesse which is about 
the jointes of the fingers. 1648 WiLkins Math. Magick u. xii. 
(1680) 246 The spots or foulness of other cloaths are washed 
out. 1740 Stack in Phil. Trans, XLI. 424 If a glass Globe 
filled with Water be rapidly turned on its Axis, one sees 
little Foulnesses. 1768-74 Tucker Zt. Wat. (1852) II. 396 
The dust and smoke of earth will continually throw a foul- 
ness upon our glass. 1782 W. HrBERDEN Com. xxi. 
(1806) 122 Efficacious in cleansing the skin from many foul- 
nesses, 1889 R. B. ANDERSON tr. Rydberg’s Teut, Myth. 
214 The floors were made of serpents encased in foulness. 

Jig. a1654 SELDEN Table-T. (Arb.) 18 They had a Foul- 
ness about them, viz. Original Sin, that could not be washed 
away but by Baptism. @1716 Sourn Serm. (1737) Il. 199 
The wickedness of a whole life, discharging all its filth and 
foulness into this one quality. 1790 G. WaLKer Servm. II. 
xxx. 331 What debasing shame must sink the wretched 
soul, when foulnesses without number shall be revealed. 

2. Moral impurity; disgusting wickedness. 

¢1532z Drewes /xtrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 905 The foulenesse, 
la turpitude. 1578 T.N. tr. Cong. W. India 135 Grievous 
sinnes..for the foulnesse whereof I name them not. 1599 
Suaxs. Much Ado w.i.155 Claudio ..lou’d her so, that 
speaking of her foulnesse, Wash’d it with teares. 1624 
Bacon New Atlantis Wks. 1857 III. 152 There is not .. 
a nation. .so free from all pollution or foulness. 1719 YouNG 
Busiris v. i, The foulness of thy guilt secures thee From 
my reproach. 1879 Farrar St. Paz (1883) 208 Those um- 
brageous groves were the dark haunts of every foulness. 


+3. Ugliness, hideousness, repulsiveness. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Bible, Pref. Ep. St. Ferome vii. (1850) I. 73, 
I wole not, that thou be offendid in holi scripturis .. thur3 
foulness of words. 1398 TRevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. 
xxxil. (1495) 432 The pecok arereth his fethers..and thenne 
he. .seeth the fowlenesse of his fete. 1600 Suaxs. A. Y. L. 
1. v. 66 Hees falne in loue with your foulnesse. 1697 Dry- 
DEN Aineid vil. 582 The Fury. .with new methods try’d The 
foulness of th’ infernal Form to hide. 

+4. Unfairness, dishonesty. Also, roughness, 
violence. Cf. Foun a. 14,17. Ods. 

1523 Lp. Berners Fvo/ss. I. cccxxi. 202a, Outher with 
fayrnesse or foulnesse. 1596 DaLrympte tr. LesZie’s Hist. 
Scot. 1.150 Be fairnes ather be foulnes. 1654 HAmMMonD 
Fundamentals 99 Piety is opposed to..all falsness or foul- 
ness of intentions. 

Foulsome, Foulter, obs. of FuLSomz, FALTER. 
Foulzie, var. of FuLYIE, Sc. 

Foumart (fu'mait). Forms: 4 folmarde, 5 
ful(e)merd(e, -mert, 5-6 -mard(e, 5-7 -mer(e, 
(5 -mare), 5 fullimart, 6 fullymart, 7 ful-, 7-8 
fuli-, 7-9 foul(e)mart, 5-7 fow-, 7, 9 fu-, 8, 9 
foomart, (6 foumerd, 7 fummer, 8 formet), 8— 
foumart. [ME. felmard:—OE. *fiil meard (fril, 
Foun a. +meard marten).] 

l. The polecat (Putorius fatidus). 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. 534 Pe fox & pe folmarde to pe 
fryth wyndez. c¢1450 Chester Pl, Noah’s Flood 170 
(Pollard), Atter and foxe, fullimartes alsoe. 1486 Bk. Sz. 
Albans B vijb, That no fulmertis nor fecheus ne other ver- 
myn com nott in to hir. 1523 Firzuers. Husb. § 146 Tose 
that they be well kepte from. .fully martes & other vermin. 
a1sgz_ H. Smitx Serm. (1622) 102 Vsurers..lurke about the 
City like Rats, and Wesels, and Fulmers. 1772 T. Simpson 
Vermin Killer 23 The Polecat, Fitchat, Fitchew, Formet. 
The same animal called by different names in different 
countries. 1815 Scorr Guy M. xxii, ‘Sicken a day as we 
had wi’ the foumarts and the tods.’ 1863 N. Macieop 
Renin. Highland Par. iii, Rats, fumarts, wild cats [etc.]. 

b. Used as a term of contempt or opprobrium. 

1508 Kennepie //lyting w. Dunbar 5t7 Fowmart, fasert, 
fostirit in filth and fen. a@ 1605 Montcomerie Flyting w. 
Polwart 69 False fecklesse foulmart, loe heere a defyance ! 
1633 B. Jonson Tale of Tub 1. iv, You stote! Was ever 
such a fulmart for an huisher, To a great worshipful lady, 
as myself! 1892 J. Payn Mod. Dick Whittington 1. 112 
He and that foulmart, the parson, have just gone. , 

2. attrib., as foumart-hunt, -skin; foumart-dog, 
a dog used for hunting the foumart. 

1612 Sc. Bk. Customs in Halyburton Ledger (1867) 329 
Skins called .. Fowmart skins. ¢1746 J. Cottier (Tim 
Bobbin) Lave. Dial, Wks. (1862) 52 Mezzil fease. .gran like 
a Foomurt-Dog. 1855 Waucu Lanc. Sketches, Heywood, 
etc. (1869) 182 Now and then a foomart-hunt takes place. 

Foun, obs. form of Fawn, Frw. 

+ Founce, sd. Obs. Also founs. [AF. founz 
= OF. fonz, funz (mod.Fr. fonds) :—popular L. 
*fundus neut. = class. L. fundus masc.] The 
bottom of anything. 

13.. EL. E. Addit. P. A.113 In pe founce ber stonden stonez 
stepe. @1400-50 Alexander 4130 pai flee as fast in-to flode 
& to be founce plangid. cxgo0o Melusine xxiv. 172 The 
founs of the valey. 

+ Founce, z. Ols. [app.a. F. foncer, f.OF. fonz: 
see prec.] a. In Zasseve: ? To have one’s atten- 
tion fixed zfon. b. zntr. To come down with 
force upon. 

1430 Lypc. Chron. Troy v. xxxvi, By the power of this 
sorceresse I was so founced upon her fayrenesse ; That [etc.]. 
1530 Patscr. 557/2, I fownce (Lyd[gate]), I dent a thing. 
Fe fonce. ‘This terme is nat yet in comen use, 1565 JEWEL 
Def. Afpol. (1611) 645 Yet is his soule .. crushed with the 
beetle of the whole earth, that founceth downe vpon it. 

Found (faund), sd.1 Se. [f. Founp v.2] = 
Founbation ; see also quot. 1846. 

1818 Edin. Mag. Dec. 503 Our milkhouse .. micht 
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hae stude to the last day; but its found had been onner- 
minit by the last Lammas-spait. 1846 Bucuanan 7echuol. 
Dict., Found, in architecture, the trench or excavation made 
to receive the foundation stones of a wall. 

Found (faund), s5é.2 [f. Founp v.3] The pro- 
cess of founding (metal, materials for glass). >; Of 
found (Sc.) =made of cast metal (cf. Fon sd,2 1). 

1540 Sc. Act Fas. V (1597) § 94 Ane Hagbutte of Founde, 
called Hagbute of Crochert. 1566in T. Thompson J/xv. 2. 
Wardrobe (1815) 166 Foure new cannonis of found, 1818 
Scotr Hrt. Midi. xii, Guns, cross-bows, hagbuts of found. 
18.. Glass-making 120 (Cent. Dict.) The success of the 
subsequent melting or found. 


Found, sd. A comb-maker’s tool (see quot.) 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 909 Found, a three-square, 
single-cut file or float, with one very acute angle. 
ound, obs. var. of Founr 2, 


Found (faund), 24/.a. Forms: 
[pa. pple. of Finn z.] 

1. Discovered, met with, ascertained, etc. (see the 
verb). Also, with adv. prefixed, as new found, 


+ rare found. 

13380 Wycuir Sel. Wks. III. 347 But 3if he took more 
charge upon him bi his newe foundun ordenaunce. ¢ 1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 231 Also the founden shege broght 
home yt arst was lorne. 1553 Even (¢itde) A treatyse of 
the newe India, with other new founde landes and Ilandes. 
1571 Dicces Pantom. 1. prob. xxiv. Ee iij b, The square 
of the Dodecaedrons founde side. 1594 BLuNpDEvIL Zverc. 
1. (ed. 7) 96 Double the foresaid found Root 13. 1603-8 
Kwnoties Hist. Turks (1638) 214 His great vertues, and rare 
found courtesie. 1720 De For Caft. Singleton xiii. (1840) 
225 Our lost, but now found comrade. a 1823 May Collin 
in Child Ballads 1. (1882) 58/1 Who owns this dapple grey? 
“It is a found one’, she replied, ‘ That I got on the way.’ 


+b. Said of children exposed or abandoned ; 


Sound child (brat, etc.) =FouNDLING. Obs. 

1655 Valentine § Orson 53 This Found-fellow I perceive 
growes in great favour with the King. did. xii. 56 They 
call me Found-brat. 1662 Perry 7axes 4 The maintenance 
of orphans, found and exposed children. 

e. Found stones; stones obtained from the sur- 
face of the ground without quarrying. 

1885 Blacklaws Quarry Price List, Ruble §& Founds 
Found Stones, not above 7 in. thick per sup. foot 43d. 

2. Furnished with stores, supplies, or the like; 
of a ship, equipped; only with defining word pre- 
fixed, as well found, single found (see quot. 1799). 

1793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 94 A strong and very well 
found sloop. 1799 Naval Chron. 1. 216 Her materials were 
what is called szzgle found, i.e. she bad only one anchor, 
one cable, etc. 1857 R. Tomes Amen. in Fapan ii, 35 The 
strongest-moored and best found vessels. 1864 Burton 
Scot Aér, II. ii. 144 The garrison is large, and well found. 

+ Found, v.! Ods. Forms: 1 fundian, 2-3 
fundie(n, 3-5 fund(e, 4-6 found(e, 5 fownd(e; 
also 3-5 fond(e. [OE. fundian = OS. fundin :— 
OTeut. type */undéjan, £. *fund-:—OAryan *put- 
(whence Gr. maros way), ablaut var. of *Jent-: see 
Finn v. Cf. OHG. funden (:—*fundjan) of the 
same meaning ; also the cognate FAND v.] 

l. zxty. To set out, start, hasten; to go, depart, 
betake oneself; to travel, journey. (In its later use 
chiefly orth.) Cf. Fann v. 8. 

ato00 Seafarer 47 Ac a hafad longunge se pe on lagu 
fundad. c100o AeL¥Fric Saints’ Lives xxvi. 224 And ledde 
ford mid him peer he fundode to. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 
117 Do pe ure louerd ihesu crist fundede lichamliche fro 
eorde to heuene. c1250 Gen. § Ex. 2958 Dis fole of londe 
funden ne mot, a@1300 Cursor MZ. 6034 (Gott.) Pe folk to 
fond [Cott. fund, Mairf. founde] i sal giue leue. 1375 
Barsour Bruce x. 256 [Bruce] syne our all the land can 
found, c1440 York lyst. ix. 80, I am nou3t bowne to 
fonde nowe ouer pere ffellis. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace x. 32 
Nane off that place had power for to found. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. WII. 435 With clarions cleir..Quhomeof the 
sound did found attouir the fell. 1596 Darrympe tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1. 182 Spangs vp on a swofte horse, 
and founde away at speid. 

b. followed by z#/. expressing the purpose. 

Beowulf (Gr.) 1819 We fundiad Higelac secan. @ 1000 
Czedmon’'s Gen.(Gr.) 2269 Hwider fundast bu. .sidas dreogan? 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 5091 To fotte mi fader sal yee fund. - 

ce. To rush or dash forcibly zz/o; to strike out 
at (with a weapon). 

€1420 Anturs of Arth. xli, He foundes into the freke 
with a fresche fare. did. xlvii, Fast he foundes atte his 
face With a squrd kene. ¢1435 Torr. Portugal 2469 But 
lordys of other lond, Every one to other ffond. 

Zo found ¢o (an object): to strive or yearn 
towards, try to arrive at or reach; also, to take or 
betake oneself ¢o (flight, war, etc.). 

axo00 Crist 1671 (Gr.) Nu pu most feran bider bu funda- 
dest longe and gelome. ax000 Guthlac (Gr.) 1062 Sawul 
fundad of lic-fate to pam longan xefean. az250 Owl & 
Night. 848 And techest hom that hi fundieth honne Up to 
the songe that evrei-lest. 1352 Minor Poems (Hall) i. 12 
When Edward founded first to were. cxq00 Desty. Troy 
10276 Pai foundyt to flight. 

3. Const. with zzf. (a development from 1b): 
To set about, set oneself, try, begin or prepare (zo 
do something) ; to proceed or go on (fo do.) 

¢ 1205 Lay. 17858 Vther..fundede to uarene wid Passent 
to fehten. 12.. Prayer to our Lady 7 in O. E. Misc. 192 
Dai and nicht ich fundie to wendende heonne. ¢ 1250 Gen. &- 
Lx. 2831 Moyses, fri3ti, So funden gan to speken wid ietro 
Sat riche man. 1387 TrEvisA Higden (Rolls) V. 53 He 
foundede [v. xv. fonded, vondede] biseliche. .to fulfille [orig. 
implere satagebat] pe counsail of the gospel. cx1460 Towne- 
dey Myst, (Surtees) 135 If thou Wyll saue thy self vnshent 


see FIND v. 














FOUND. 


ffownde the fast to fare. c1470 Henry Wadlace i. 203 On 
horsis some..can found To socour thaim, 1674-91 Ray 
N.C. Words 141 Found, idem quod fettle [Fettde, to set or 
go about any thing]. 

b. with clause: To try to find Aow (one may, etc.) 

1390 Gower Conf. III. 139 [He] foundeth howe he might 
excite The juges through his eloquence Fro deth to torne 
the sentence. 

4. trans. a. To try, test, tempt (a person). 

¢ 1175-1400 [see FounpinG v7, sé.]. 

To make experiment of, prove, try (some- 
thing) ; also, to follow after, practise. 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 392 Alle leccheries lust vs lobeth to 
founde. /ézd.913 And opur wordliche werk wisly to founde. 
€1374 Cuaucer Axel. § Arc. 241 Ferther wol I neuer 
founde Non other help, my sores for to sounde. ¢ 1420 


[see Fanp z. 3]. : 
Hence Fou'nding wvé/. sb.: (@) setting forth, 


faring, etc.; (4) trial, temptation. 

O. E. Chron. an, 1106, Forbam be he nolde on his fundunge 
ofer se hired healdan. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 67 Ne led us 
noht in to costnunga, pet is an cun [frénted cum] of fun- 
dunga. cx1400 Afol. Loll. 87 Pe createris of God are maad 
in to hate, & foundingis [Vadg. Saf. xiv. 11 in tentationent) 
to be soul of men. @ 1400-50 Alexander 4154 Pe writhe of 
pe wale god I wate on vs liz3tis For oure founding ouire his 
forbod so ferre to be est. c1450 Guy Warw. (C) 4486 He 
was tryste in all fowndynge. 

Found (faund), v.2 Forms 4-5 fund(e,fond(e, 
fownd(e, 4— found. Pa. t. and pa. pple. founded : 
also 4-5 founde, fund(e, fond, and in pa. pple. 
(by confusion with that of Finp), fonden, -yn, 
founden, -un. fa. F. fonder :—L. fundare, f. 

Sund-us bottom, foundation.] 

1. trans. To lay the base or substructure of (a 
building, etc.) ; to set, fix, or build o a firm ground 
or base. (Sometimes used simply = build, erect.) 

1330 Arth. & Merl. 1443 Tel me now..Whi noman no 
may founde Castel here opon pis grounde. ¢1340 Cursor 
JM, 7876 Dauid..an hous bigon to founde. 1382 Wyctir 
Matt. vii. 25 It felle nat doun, for it was foundid [1388 
foundun] on a stoon. ¢1384 CHaucer /7. Fame ui. 891 
Yet hit [the house] is founded to endure. cx1g00 Rom. 
Rose 4156 A sturdy wal, Which on a cragge was founded al. 
1611 Biste Matz. vii. 25. 1752 Hume Ess. & Treat. (1777) 
II. 97 The House. .is. .solidly built and founded. 

b. To serve as the base or foundation of. 

1728 Pore Duc. 1, 160 A folio Common-place Founds the 
whole pile, of all his works the base. 

2. To build (an edifice, town, etc.) for the first 
time; to begin the building of, be the first builder 


of. 
cx12z90 Becket 374 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 117 Pe churche of 
Redinge Pat i-founded was and a-rerd poru3 henri be obur 
kingue. 1362 Lanci. P. PZ, A. 1. 62 That is the castel of 
care..Ther-inne woneth a wiht..he foundede it him-seluen. 
e1400 Destr. Troy 11662 Here foundit he first the faire 
place Ylion. 1609 Hottanp Asm. Marcell. xiv. vii. 17 
Seleucia, founded and built by King Seleucus. 1718 Prior 
Solonon 1. 16, I founded palaces, and planted bowers. 1835 
‘THIRLWALL Greece I. ii. 58 His son Lycaon founds the first 
city, Lycosura. ; ‘ 

3. fig. To set up or establish for the first time (an 
institution, etc.), esf. with provision for its perpetual 
maintenance; to originate, create, initiate (some- 
thing which continues to exist thenceforward). 

a@1300 Cursor M. 20901 Quen he of antioche had fund be 
kirk. ¢ 1330 R. BRuNNE Chron. (1810) 127 He lis.. Inanabbey 
of pris he founded with lond & rent. 1368 in Ang. Gilds 54 
In septembre pis fraternite is funded and stabeled. 1377 
Lancet. P. PZ, B. x, 215 Alle thise sciences I my-self sotiled 
and ordeyned And founded hem formest folke to deceyue, 
¢1460 Fortescue Ads. § Lim. Mon. xix, For beras ober 
kynges haue ffounded byshopriches..be kyng shall ban 
haue ffounded an holl reaume, and endowed it with gretter 
possescions [etc.]. 1611 Brie 2 Jace. ii. 13 He founding 
a librarie. 167x Mitton P. R. 11. 295 By great Arsaces led, 
who founded first That empire. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 
413 P5 The Breed is incapable of propagating its Likeness, 
and of founding a new Order of Creatures. 1790 PaLry 
Hore Paul. Rom. ii. 18 That city where he had founded a 
church. 1845 M. Pattison £ss. (1889) I. 12 The abbey of 
Marmoutier, founded by St. Martin himself. 186x Maine 
Anc. Law 113 The glossators who founded modern jurispru- 
dence. 1874 L. SrepHEN Hours in Library (1892) l.v.169 De 
Foe founded the modern school of English novelists, 1874 
Green Short Hist. v. § 1. 218 Flemish weavers had come 
over with the Conqueror to found the prosperity of Norwich. 
1885 Manch. Exam. 8 June 5/2 Bismarck is eager to found 
colonies in all parts of the world. 

b. To endow, make provision for the mainten- 
ance of (persons who are to perform certain func- 
tions). Oés. 

1377 Lanct. P. P2, B. xv. 319 And 3iueth to bidde for 30w 
to such that ben riche, And ben founded and feffed eke to 
bidde for other. cx450 LoneticH Grail liii. 309 Kyng 
Galaaz .. fownded an hows of the Trenite, And there-inne 
syxty monkes serteinle, And therto fownded hem with good 
inowhe. cx1500 MJelusine lix. 36x Yf thou wylt edyfye an 
hospital, and founde therin a preste to syng dayly for thy 
faders sowle. 1535 CoverDALE 2 Kings xxiii. 5 The Ke- 
murims, whom the kynges of Iuda_ had founded, to burne 
incense vpon the hye places. 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xxiv. 
873 Gilbert..who founded those Diuines, Monasticks all 
that were, of him nam’d Gilbertines. 4 

4. To set or establish (something immaterial) on 
a firm basis; to give a basis or firm support to; 
to construct as on a ground or underlying reason 
or principle; to base, ground. Const. oz, upon. 

@1300 Cursor M. 127 Par-for Ae were sal I fund Apon 
aselcuth stedfast grund. 1390 Gower Conf III. 342 Lo, 
what it is to be well grounded, For he hath first his love 


FOUND. 


founded Honestelich as for to wedde. a 1400-0 Alexander 
4641 Pure is 30ure tecches, Mare fonden opon foly pan 
ficchid on reson. 1826 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 1b, 
Therfore on it I founde this poore treatyse. 1604 SHAKS. 
Oth. ut. iv. 94 A man that all his time Hath founded his 
good fortunes on your love. 1662 STILLINGFL. Ovig. Sacr. 
1. v. § 5 The question which Moses supposeth, is founded 
upon clear and evident reason. 1711 Appison Sect. No. 
162 P 6 The most humourous Character in Horace is founded 
upon this Unevenness of Temper. 1850 L. Hunr Awtodiog. 
I. ii. 77 A play founded on a Barbadian story, 1865 M. 
Arnotp Zss, Crit. iii. 85 Greatness can never be founded 
upon frivolity and corruption. 1879 Lusppock Sci. Lect. 
ii. 42 A classification of insects founded on larve would 
be quite different from that founded on the perfect insects, 
1886 Law Rep. 31 Ch. Div. 626 The order appealed from was 
founded on the Chief Clerk’s certificate. Zod. This novel 
is believed to be founded on fact. 

b. const. 27. 

1667 Decay Chr. Piety xvii. 383 The opinion of some 
schoolmen, that dominion is founded in Grace. 1690 
Locke Of Goumit. 1. ix. § 97 A right to the use of the 
creatures being founded originally in the right a man has 
to subsist. 1733 Pore Ess. AZan ut. 109 God, in the nature 
of each being, founds Its proper Bliss, 1832 Lewis Use & 
Ab. Pol. Terms iii. 2x A claim founded in justice and ex- 
pediency. 1837-9 Hattam Hist. Lit. 1. viii. 1. § 23. 432 
Remarks so delicate in taste and so founded in knowledge. 

+c. with of7. a person: To establish in a firm 
position (in controversy, etc.); to ground zz (a 
subject of instruction, etc.) ; also vef. to take one’s 
stand wfor (a ground for argument, etc.). Ods. 

c1394 P. Pl. Crede 47 It is but a faynt folk i-founded vp-on 
japes. 1481 Caxton JZyrr. 11. viii. 81 This knewe they by 
their grete..vnderstandyng of astronomye in whiche they 
were endowed and founded. 1483 — Gold. Leg. 162/2 He 
was ryght sore founded in humylyte. 1643 Sir T. Browne 
Relig. Med. 1. § 43 They that found themselves on the 
radical balsome, or vital sulphur of the parts, determine not 
why Abel lived not so long as Adam. 1644 Mitton Zduc. 
Wks. (1847) 98/2 Because our understanding cannot in this 
body found itself but on sensible things. 1676-7 Marveti 
Corr. cclxxxiv. Wks. 1872-5 II. 516 If you find yourselves 
so firmly founded as we imagine you. 

d. Of a thing: To serve as, or furnish, a basis 
or ground for. 

1690 Locke Hum. Und. 1. xxviii. § 19 The comparing 
them then in their Descent..is enough to found my Notion 
of their having. .the Relationof Brothers. 1885 B, CoLERIDGE 
in Law Times Rep. LI. 585/1 Vhe relationship between 
the parties was..one of bailment, and therefore could not 
found criminal proceedings. 1894 Solicitors’ ¥rnd. XXXI1X. 
2/2 The further report, if it is to found jurisdiction for an 
order for public examination, must state that [etc.]. 

e. ztr. (for refl.: cf. 4c). To base oneself or 
one’s opinion, to base itself, to be based (07, upor). 
Chiefly Sc. 

1836-7 Sir W. Hamitton Metaph. vi. (1870) I. 99 The 
legitimacy of every synthesis is. .dependent on the legitimacy 
of the analysis which it presupposes, and on which it 
founds. 1837 CartyLe #y. Rev. 111.1. v, All Delineation.. 
must either found on Belief and provable Fact, or have no 
foundation at all. 1856 Dove Logic Chr. Faith v. ii. 311 
All that course of argumentation which founds on the 
occurrences of the outward World. 1882 OcILvIE s. v., 
*I found upon the evidence of my senses’. 

+5. To fasten or attach fo. Also fig. Obs. 

1541 R. Copranp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., The bone 

_ ..Wherto the tongue is founded. 1641 Marmion Antiqguary 
mt. Dram. Wks. (1875) 240, I see you are growing obdurate 
in your crimes, Founded to vice, lost to all piety. 

Hence Founding v0/. sd. 

ce1400 Destr. Troy v. heading, Of the Foundyng of New 
Troye. 1571 HANMER Chron. Tred. (1633) 4r Some twenty 
five yeeres before the founding of Armagh. 1682 Woop Lie 
20 Mar., The vice-chancellor asked ‘ whether they denied 
the founding of the lecture itself, or the conditions?’ 1697 
Conf. at Lambeth in W.S. Perry Hist. Coll. Amer. Col. 
Ch. 1. 40 Particularly, the word founding, which is always 
the Law Word for a perpetual fund of maintenance, is 
always put into these Revenues. 1859 Tennyson Vivien 
409 When first the question rose About the founding of 
a Table Round. 1889 Athenzwum 9 Feb. 178/2 [He dies] 
a ‘Poor Brother’ in the hospital of his own founding. 


Found (faund), v3 Also 4,8 fond. [ad. F. 
fond-re :—L. fundére to pour, melt, Fuse. ] 

+1. ¢rans. To dissolve or mix Zogether. Obs.—} 

?¢1390 Form of Cury in Warner Antig. Culin, 18 Take 
wyne and hony and fond it togyder. 

2. To melt (metal) and run it into a mould; to 
form (an article) by running molten metal into a 
mould; to cast. 

1562 WuitEnorneE tr. Macchiavelli’s Arte of Warre (1573) 
ul. 44a, The Pottes .. may also serue to found metalles in. 
x160x Hotitanp Pliny xxxiv. ii. 487 Famous for metall- 
founding, and casting of images. 1667 Mitton P. ZL, 1. 703 
A second multitude With wondrous Art founded the massie 
Ore. Jdid. v1. 518 Veins. .of mineral... Whereof to found.. 
their balls Of missive ruin. 1672 Marvett Reh. Transp. 
1. 6 Lead, when moulded into Bullets, is not so mortal as when 
founded into Letters! 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 11, 93 A bell 
at Moscow, founded in Czar Boris’s time. 

b. To melt or fuse (the materials for making 
glass); to make (glass) by melting the materials 


in a furnace. 

1782 [see vd, sb. below]. 1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. 907 

A Bohemian furnace in which..window glass is founded. 

Ibid, 914 The fourth is called the arch of the materials, 

because it serves for drying them before they are founded. 
ec. fig. (?A pun: cf. Founn v,? 3 b.) 

1624 Frercuer Rule a Wifew. ii, A fellow founded out 
of charity, And moulded to the height, contemn his maker, 
Curb the free hand that fram’d him? ; 

Hence Fow nding vd/. 56. Also atirid. 
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1658 W. Burton Commute. Antoninus’ Itin. 156 The magni- 
ficent Acts [vead Arts] of Statuarie, Founding, Mowlding. 
1779 Hervey Naval Hist. um. 11. 50 Ship-building, and 
the founding of iron cannon, were the sole [arts] in which 
the English excelled. 1782 WerpcGwoop in Phil. Trans. 
LXXII. 320 The fonding heat of the glass furnaces..was.. 
114° for flint-glass. 1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. 908 The found- 
ing-pots are filled up with these blocks of frit. /éid. 917 
These three stages are called the first, second, and third 
fusion or founding. 

+ Found, v.* Ods. Aphetic form of ConFounD. 

1382 Wycuir /sa. xlvi. 8 Remembreth this, and beth 
foundid [Vulg. confundamini]. a159z2 GREENE George a 
Greene Wks. (Rtldg.) 267/2 A plague found you ! 

+ Found, v.5 Also 6 pa. pple. fundied. 
[aphetic f. affound, ad. OF. enfondre: see first 
quot.] To be chilled or numbed with cold. 

{13.. CHaucer To Rosentounde 2x My love may not 
refreyd be nor affound.] cx1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode u. 
xc. (1869) 108 The maymed, the foollich, the founded [7/z07- 
Jondue)}, the froren. 1560 RoLttanp C7?¢. Venus iv. 736 
Becaus I was baith fundeit, faint, and cald. 1562 TurNER 
Herbal 1, 108 [Pyrethio] is excellently good for any parte of 
the body y* is fundied or foundered or made allmost num, 
with to much colde. 


+ Fou'ndable, a. Ods. vave~'. [f. Founp v.2 
+-ABLE.] That can be founded. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowde (Caxton) v. xiv. (1859) 82 Ouer fantastyk, 
nought grounded, nor foundable in holy Scripture. 

Foundation (faundé‘fan). Forms: 4-6f(0)un- 
dacio(u)n, -yon, 5-6 f(o)undatio(u)n, -yo(u)n, 
(6 foundasyon), 7 fund-, fondation, 5- foun- 
dation. [ad. L. fundatzon-em, n. of action f. fuz- 
dare: see FounD v.2 Cf. OF. fondacton (1322).] 

1. The action of founding or building upon a firm 
substructure; the state or fact of being founded. 

1385 Cuaucer L. G. W. 739-Thisbe, This wal .. Was 
cloven a-two, right fro the toppe adoun, Of old tyme of his 
fundacioun. c1400 Maunbev., (1839) xxl. 223 The founda- 
cion of the Tour of Babylon. 1535 CovERDALE £zra iii. 12 
Many of the olde prestes..which had sene the house afore 
in his foundacion. 1611 Biste John xvii. 24 Thou louedst 
mee before the foundation of the world. 1719 TickELL 
Death Addison 44 Ne’er to these chambers where the 
mighty rest, Since their foundation, came a nobler guest. 

2. jig. The action of establishing, instituting, or 
constituting on a permanent basis. 

c 1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xi. 44 Pat was be fundacion of be 
Templeres and of paire ordre. 1548 Hatt Chvon., Edw. 1V 
(an. 9) 206 b, For the more sure foundacion of the newe 
amitie, Edward Prince of Wales, wedded Anne. 1619 SempIL 
Sacrilege Handled 84 Heere then was but a Nuncupation, 
a Fundation of Priesthood. 1841 Lane Arad. Nis. 1. 73 
Extending to the foundation of the Empire of Baghdad. 
1874 GREEN Short Hist. viii. § 5. 506 The foundation of the 
linen manufacture which was to bring wealth to Ulster. 

3. esp. The establishing of an institution, together 
with an endowment or provision for its perpetual 
maintenance. 

1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 67 Theyse arne the ordinaunces 
of the Gylde of Seynt Katerine .. ordeynyd .. in the fyrste 
fundacion. c1460 Fortrscurt Ads. & Lim. Mon. xix. 
(1885) 185 To establysh and .. amortyse be same lyuelod to 
is crowne..wych than wold be as a newe ffundacion of is 
crowne. 1513 BrapsHaw St. Werburge 1.2449 What landes 
he gaue towarde the fundacyon Of the sayd monastery. 
1587 FLeminc Contz. Holinshed 111. 1349/2 In ech vniuersi- 
ties by the foundation of the ordinarie and publike lessons. 
1859 C. Barker Assoc. Princ. i.7 The piety..evidenced by 
bequests of broad acres, the foundation of religious houses. 

+b. The charter of establishment or incorpora- 
tion of a society, institution, etc., with rules and 
ordinances for its government. Ods. 

1389 in Lng. Gilds (1870) 110 [heading] Certificacio fun- 
dactionis et regiminis gilde..{ending with] Other fundacioun 
es ther non. 1530-1 Act 22 Hen. VIII, c. 12 Euery person 
.. bounden by reason of any foundacion or ordynaunce to 
gyue or distribute any money in almes. 1546 JZem. Ripon 
(Surtees) III. 20 As in the First Chauntrie at large is de- 
clared as apperyth by Foundacion dated [etc.]. 

4. That which is founded or established by en- 
dowment ; an institution (e.g. a monastery, college, 
or hospital) established with an endowment and 
regulations for its maintenance. 

1513 More in Grafton Chyvon. (1568) II. 808 He begun to 
founde a College of a hundred priestes, which foundation 
with the founder shortly tooke an ende. 1669 WoopHEAD 
St. Teresa 11. xxviii. 175 It was our Lord’s pleasure, that no 
Foundation should be erected without great troubles to me. 
1843 COLERIDGE in Stanley Arnold’s Life & Corr. (1844) I. 
i. 9 Corpus is a very small establishment,—twenty fellows 
and twenty scholars, with four exhibitioners, form the 
foundation. 1867 Freeman Wor. Cong. (1876) I. iv. 190 
He was with difficulty hindered from becoming a monk in 
his own foundation of Jumiéges. 

b. On (or tof) the foundation: said of the 
members of an endowed college or similar society. 

1491 Act 7 Hen. VII, c.19 William Priour of Cristchurche 
of Caunterbury of your noble fundacion. 1588 Lp. Burcu- 
LEY in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 26 No Scholer nor 
Fellowes of the foundation of any Howse of Learninge. 
1761 Gray Lett. Wks. 1884 III, 86 If the boy was to be on 
the foundation [at Eton]. 1839 De Quincey Recoll. Lakes 
Wks. 1862 II. 71 He..was removed to.. London, and placed 
on the great foundation of Christ’s Hospital. 1881 Oxford 
Univ, Calend. 163 There are now fourteen Fellowships and 
fifteen Scholarships on the old Foundation at this College. 

ce. The fund or revenues appropriated to endow 
such an institution, Also U.S. (see quot. 1851). 
c1430 Lypc. Mix. Poems 136 To sette of tithes a fun- 
dacioun. 1593 NasuE Chris?’s T. 83 b, They peruert foun- 
dations, and will not bestow the Bequeathers free almes, 





. charter of Canterbury college in Oxon. 


FOUNDATION. 


1655 Futter Ch. His¢. vt. iii. 312 None [of the Convents) 
was left standing in the whole Diocesse of Bangor, where no 
Foundation was valued at full seventy pounds per annum. 
1851 B. H. Hatt College Words 134 Moundation .. In 
America applied to a donation or legacy appropriated especi- 
an to maintain poor and deserving. .students at a college, 

. The solid ground or base (natural or built up) 
on which an edifice or other structure is erected ; 
also, the lowest part of a building, usually con- 
structed below the ground-level. 

1494 FABYAN Chron. v. cxxxiv. 119 Albeit yt many [build- 
ings] stande vpon theyr first foundacion, as this yet doth. 
1585 T. Wasuincton tr, Wicholay’s Voy. 1. viii. 8b, Where 
as yet are seene the foundations of the auncient citie. 1697 
Dryven “xetd 11. 27, I lay the deep Foundations of a Wall. 
1802 C. James M7/zlit. Dict. s.v., If the earth to be built upon is 
..such that the natural foundation cannot be trusted. 1850 
Mrs. Jameson Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 22 In digging the 
foundations of the monastery of Monte Cassino. 

transf. and fig. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. Wii. 
(1495) 172 The bones ben the foundacion of al the body and 
the byldynge of all the body is sette thervpon. 1535 CovER- 
DALE Ps. cii. 25 Thou Lorde in the begynnynge has layed 
y® foundacion of the earth. 1597 Danigt C7zv. Wars vi. 54 
Which engines of protests, and proffers kind. .So shook the 
whole foundation of his mind, As they did all his resolution 
move. 1648 Herrick Hesper., Hock-cart 29 The large and 
cheefe Foundation of your Feast, Fat Beefe. 1697 DrypENn 
Virg. Georg. 1. 455 The Rocks are from their old Founda- 
tions rent. 1705 S. Sewatt Diary 19 Jan. (1879) II. 122 
The Horses went away with the foundation and left the 
Superstructure of the Slay and the Riders behind. 

+b. The ‘seat’ of the body, the ‘ fundament’. 

1681 Cotvit Whigs Supplic. (1751) 131 Who quarrels pick 
with neighbour nations Get halberts thrust thro’ their funda- 
tions. 

6. jig. A basis or groundwork on which some- 
thing (immaterial) is raised or by which it is sup- 
ported or confirmed ; an underlying ground or prin- 
ciple; the basis on which a story, fiction, or the 
like is founded. 

c1400 Hist. & Art. Masonry 28 Hit was cause and funda- 
cion of all craftys and sciens. 1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 
161/r This one poynt is the very fond foundacion and ground 
of all his great heresyes. 1611 Biste Tvansl. Pref. 4 The 
Edition of the Seuentie was vsed by the Greeke fathers for 
the ground and foundation of their Commentaries. 1628 T. 
Spencer Logick 182 The principles, and foundation of a de- 
monstration, are necessary axiomes. 1674 PLayrorp Skidl 
Mus. ut. t The Bass, which is the lowest part and founda- 
tion of the whole Song. 1695 Woopwarp Wat. Hist. Earth 
il. ii. (1723) 179 There being no reasonable Foundation to 
believe that the Deluge did come to pass this Way. 1711 
STEELE SZect. No. 91 P 1 The Subject I am now going upon 
would be much more properly the Foundation of a Comedy. 
1716 Lapy M. W. Monracu Let. to Lady Rich 1 Dec., 
The report..I can assure you..has no real foundation. 1765 
Brackstone Covzz2.1.47 The only true and natural founda- 
tions of society are the wants and the fears of individuals. 
1843 Mic Logic 1. iii. § 9, 1 shall term the sensation of white 
the foundation of the quality whiteness. 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) I. 313 Thus far Socrates has proceeded in 
placing religion on a moral foundation. : 

+b. A ground or reason upon which men act ; 


an understanding, basis of agreement. Ods. 

1642 R. CARPENTER Experience 1V. ii. 132 He may kill his 
adversary, upon this foundation, because he must either kill 
or be killed. _1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. &. nd. U1. xii. 
to7 That the English might again repair to their respective 
Houses, and trade on the old Foundation. 1793 SMEATON 
Edystone L. § 30 Upon this foundation Captain Lovet en- 
gaged Mr. John Rudyerd to be his engineer. . ‘ 

7. transf. That upon which any structure is built 
up; a body or ground upon which other parts are 
overlaid ; in various technical uses: e.g. in Dress- 
making, an underskirt over which the outer skirt is 
hung or draped; also, a material used for stiffening 
a garment, etc. ; in crochet-work and knitting, the 
first set of stitches, to which the rest are secured. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1.909 Foundation. .the body of 
a hat, of wool or inferior fur, upon which the napping of 
superior fur is laid and united at the battery. 1882 CauL- 
FEILD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, Foundation net, a 
coarse quality of Net..employed for stiff foundations in 
Millinery and Dressmaking. 1893 G. Hit, Hist. Eng. 
Dress U1. 270 Six skirts of tulle over a foundation of satin. 

8. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib. (= belong- 
ing to or serving as a foundation, fundamental). 

1665 GLANVILL Sceps7s Scé. xi. (1680) 98 If any ask, how the 
Soul came by those foundation-Propositions. 1670 Devout 
Commun. (1688) 160 Christ, that foundation-mercy, that hath 
all mercies folded up in him. 1726 Vansrucu Fourn. to 
Lond. t. i, It is a settled foundation-point that every child 
that is born shall be a beggar, except one; and that he—shall 
bea fool. 1875 E. WuitTe Life ix Christ 1. xx. (1878) 262 
He builds everywhere on the foundation-thought that a 
Christian is [etc.]. f 

=belonging to a foundation (sense 4), as 
Joundation-charter, child, master, scholar, | wi- 


dersraduate. J . 
¢1670 Woop Lz/e (1848) 129 A copie of the *foundation- 
1845 STOCQUELBR 
Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 156 The *foundation children, 
fifty in number, are elected from the Christian population of 
Calcutta. 1706 Hearne Collect. 17 Feb., He was a *Founda- 
tion Master (as they call them). 1883 Cassedi’s am. Mag. 
Aug. 525/1 The number of free or *Foundation scholars has 
been increased. 1687 W. Suerwin in Magd. Coll. § Fas. 11 
(Oxf, Hist. Soc.) 216 Any *foundation-undergraduate. 
e. Special comb.: foundation-chain, the first 
stitches in a piece of crochet-work ; foundation- 
muslin, -net, gummed fabrics used for stiffening 


dresses and bonnets; foundation-school, an 


FOUNDATIONAL. 


endowed school; foundation-stone, one of the 
stones forming the foundation of a building; sec. 
a stone laid with public ceremony to celebrate the 
founding of the edifice; also fig.; foundation- 
stop, in an organ (see quot. 1881). 

1882 CAULFEILD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, * Foundation 
Chain. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *Foundation-muslin. 
1882 CAULFEILD & Sawarp Dict, Needlework, *oundation 
net. 1833 Marryat P, Simple (1863) 92, I had been. .edu- 
cated at a *foundation school. 1651 Hoppes Leviath. u1. xlii. 
302 The *Foundation-Stone of the Church. 1874 Mortey 
Compromise (1886) 250 The first foundation-stone for the 
doctrine of liberty is to be sought in the conception of society 
as a growing and developing organism. 1887 Sfectator 
9 July 924/1 ‘Che foundation-stone of the Imperial Institute 
was laid by the Queen. 1846 Rimsautt in North Mem. 
Musicke 121 Smith seems to have excelled in the diapason 
or *foundation stops, 1881 C. A. Epwarps Organs 148 
Foundation stops are those that give a note corresponding 
to the key pressed. 

Hence + Founda‘tion v., to ground. 

1627-77 FELTHAM Resolves 1. xxvii. 215 He that founda- 
tions not himself with the Arts, will hardly be fit to go out 
Doctor, either to himself or others. 

Foundational (faundé'fanal), a. [f. as prec. 
+ -Al.] Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of a 
foundation ; fundamental. 

1683 E. Hooker Pref Ep. Pordage’s Mystic Div. 
44 Foundational Doctrines. 1728 R. Morris Ess. Anc. 
Archit. 100 The foundational Laws of Beauty and Propor- 
tion. 1865 Ruskin Sesame 161 His command of it should 
be foundational and progressive, hers, general and accom. 
plished for daily and helpful use. 

Hence Founda'tionally adv. 

1878 T. Sinciair AZount 133 Never till then can they con- 
struct foundationally. ’ 

Foundationary (faundé‘fonari), a. [f. as 
prec. +-ARy.] Of or belonging to a foundation. 

1762 tr. Busching’s Syst. Geog. V. 440 [It] was converted 
into a foundation of canons..It has its own foundationary 
amt-office. 1864 Daly Tel. 2 Aug., The foundationary 
funds attached to them [schools]. 

Foundationer (faundé-fonaz).  [f. as prec. + 
-ER1!,] One who is ‘on the foundation’ of an en- 
dowed school or college. 

1839 Arnocp Lez. in Stanley Life & Corr. (1844) II. ix. 155 
The difference which I had always made between Non-foun- 
dationers and Foundationers. 1876 Fox Bourne Locke I. i.17 
A new charter, which in addition to the forty foundationers 
. provided for the education of eighty other boys. 

Foundationless (faundéi‘fonlés), a. [f. as 
prec. +-LESS.] Without foundation, baseless. 

1648 Hammonp Seri. 2 Cor. vii. 1 Wks. 1684 IV. 506 A 
flattering, fallacious, foundationless..hope. 1821 Examiner 
2/t The rumour..was not altogether foundationless. 1849 
Ruskin Sev. Lamps vi. 165 Tottering, foundationless shells 
of splintered wood and imitated stone. 

Hence Founda‘tionlessness. 

1895 Blackw. Mag. July 33 Its one foundation is the 
foundationlessness of other systems. 

+ Foundator. Oés. Also -atour, Sc. funda- 
tour. [ad. L. fundator, agent-n. f. fundire, re- 
fashioned after FounD v.2] = FounpER sé.2 

c1425 Hound, St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 19 And with 
ofte visitacions solempne laude yeldid to God, with the 
foundatoure. 1549 Comp. Scot. xv. 128 Lauberaris of the 
grond .. var fundatouris of al there triumphand prosperite. 
1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. xxiv. 140 
Penetropolis .. afterwards of his foundator Philippopoli. 
1596 Datrympte tr. Leslie’s Hist. Scott. 1. 324 The Abbay 
--quhairof he is namet fundatour, 

+ Founday. 0Ods. [? f. Founn v.3] (See quot.) 

1674 Ray Collect. Words 126 Every six days they call a 
Founday, in which space they make 8 Tun of Iron, if you 
divide the whole summ of Iron made by the Foundays: for 
at first they make less in a Founday, at last more. Sussex]. 

Founded (faundéd), Zs/. a. [f. Founp v.2] 
1. Based, having a (specified) base or ground 
(with qualifying adverb), ++ Also without adv. = 
‘well founded’, well grounded, etc. (ods.). 

1605 Suaxs. Macé. ut. iv, 22 Then comes my Fit againe. 
I had else beene perfect, Whole as the Marble, founded 
as the Rocke. 1671 Mitton Samson 1504 Thy hopes are 
not ill founded. 1771 Yunius Lett. lv. 291, I mean..of such 
charges..to show that they are not founded. 1774 tr. 
Helvetius Child of Nature 1. 132 A young woman of your 
prudence must be founded in her behaviour. 1780 Burke 
Sp. at Bristol Wks. III. 398 Supply them with just and 
founded motives to disaffection. 1792 Anecd. W. Pitt III. 
xliii. 152 If Ministers are founded in saying there is no sort 
of treaty with France. 1855 Macautay /is?. Eng. III. 248 
These complaints were in many cases well founded. 

2. Endowed, ‘ on the foundation’. rare. 

1895 J. M. Buttocu Hist. Aberdeen Univ. 99 The greater 
part of the founded members had been ‘ quyte abolisched’, 

Foundement: see FuNDAMENT. 

+ Founder, sé.1 Ods. [f. Founp v.1 + -rr1,] 
One who tests: only in ale-founder = ALE-CONNER. 

c1gs00 Bk. of Brome (1886) 164 Enquere..of yower alle- 
founders, 3ef they hawe do yer office well and trwly. 

Founder (fawndaz), sd.2 [f. Founp v.2+ -mr1; 
cf. OF. fondeor, -eur.] 

1. ‘One who raises an edifice ; one who presides 
at the erection of a city’ (J.). 

4387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 79 Pe foundour of pis 
citee is vnknowe. c1440 Bone Flor. 11 Antenowre..fown- 
der of Jerusalem, 16x Coryat Crudities 8 Julius Caesar 

was the first founder of this tower, 1728 Newton Chronol. 
Amended i. 16x Every City set up the worship of its own 
Founder, 1838 Murray's Handbk. N. Germ. 477 The 
building displays. .the taste of different founders, 
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+b. A maker or creator. Ods. 
21378 Foseph Arim. 68 He pat is mi foundeor may hit 
folfulle, Pat was ded on pe cros & bou3te us so deore. 
2. One who sets up or institutes for the first time ; 
one who gives its first beginning to (an institution, 
sect, etc.). Formerly in wider use, an originator 


(of a practice or custom). 

1340-70 Alex. & Dind. 664 He [Mars] was fihtere fel & 
foundur of werre. 1389 in Hxg. Gilds (1870) tor Y° first 
foundurs of ys gilde. 1548 Hatt Chrou., Hen. VII, 32b, 
No man could tell who was the authoure and founder of 
that rumoure. 1563 Hovmilies u. Wilful Rebel. 1. (1859) 
583 Sathan, the first founder of Rebellion. 1678 CupworTH 
Intell, Syst. 1.1. Contents § 17 Leucippus and Democritus. . 
were..the Founders of that Philosophy which is Atheisti- 
cally Atomical. 1697 Drypen Vive. Georg. 1. 24 Pallas .. 
Thou Founder of the Plough and Plough-man’s Toyl. 1776 
Gipson Decl. & F. 1. 357 Like Augustus, Diocletian may 
be considered as the founder of a new empire. 1855 
Macautay fist, Eng, 1V. 24 George Fox, the founder of 
the sect of Quakers. 1874 Hetps Soc. Press. iii. 52 The 
founders of great fortunes and great families. _ 

3. One who founds or establishes (an institution) 
with an endowment for its perpetual maintenance. 

1303 R. Brunne Handl. Synne 2584 He was fyrst founder 
and syre Of be cherche of Knares myre. 1535-6 Act 27 
Hen. VIII, c. 28 Suche as pretende to be foundours, pa- 
trons or donours of suche relygyous houses. 1682 PripEAUX 
Lett. (Camden) 122 Our founders monument being defaced 
in the late wars, I am again restoreing it, 1693 BenTLey 
Boyle Lect. u. 8 The Honourable Founder of this Lecture. 
1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Universities Wks. (Bohn) II. 
89 The pictures of the founders hang from the walls. 

+4. One who supports or maintains another. Ods. 

1548 Hati Chron. (1809) 491 He [Perkyn Warbeck]..with 
all hys complices and confederates, and Jhon Awater .. one 
of hys founders and hys sonne, were..arreyned and con- 
dempned at Westmynster. 1613 Braum. & FL. Captain 1. 
iii, What a vengeance ails you, To be so childish to imagine 
me A founder of old fellows? ? 

5. Founder’s-shares, (-parts) Z/., shares issued 
to the founders of a public company, as part of 
the consideration for the business or concession 
which is taken over, and not forming a part of the 


ordinary capital. 

1889 Daily News 24 Oct. 7/2 The value of. . founders’ shares 
has grown unwieldy. 1896 Athenvume 1 Feb. 143/2 The 
invention of ‘ founders’ shares’. .dates only from 1889. 

Founder (fau'ndar), 50.3 [f. Founp v.3+-mr 1, 
Cf. OF. (and mod.F.) fondeur.] 

1. One who founds or casts metal, or makes arti- 
cles of cast metal. Often in comb., with the metal 
or article specified, as dell-, cron-, type-founder. 

1402 in Rot. Parl. Il. 520 Bartilmew Dekene, Founder. 
1560 Brsre (Genev.) Yer. vi. 29 The lead is consumed in 
the fyre: the founder melteth in vaine. 1637 Decree Star 
Chamber xxvii. in Arb. Milton's Areop. 21 ‘That there shall 
be foure Founders of letters for printing allowed. 1681 
Grew Museum i. iii. 334 Founders add a little [antimony] 
to their Bell-Metal, to make it more sonorous, 1705 Lut- 
TRELL Brief Rel, (1857) V. 581 Her majesties founder has 
orders to cast 60 heavy cannon. 1724 Swirt Drapier’s Lett. 
Wks. 1755 V. 11. 28 Let Mr. Wood and his crew of founders 
and tinkers coin on, 1892 Labour Commission Gloss. s.v., 
Master founders are the owners or managers of a foundry for 
making iron or brass castings. 

b. One who founds glass. 

1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. 905 The glass-founder. 1885 
Instr. Census Clerks 89 Glass Manufacture [Workmen 
employed in] Metal Making: Founder, 

2. Comb., as founder's dust, sand (see quots.). 

1858 Simmonps Dict, Trade, Founders’ Dust, charcoal 
powder, and coal and coke dust ground fine and sifted for 
casting purposes in foundries. Jdid., Founders’ sand, a 
species of sand obtained from Lewisham, Kent, and other 
districts, for making foundry moulds. 

Founder (fawndox), 56.4 [f. FounDER v.] 

+1. p/. Grounds, lees, sediment. Cf F. fon- 
drilles. Obs. 

c1450 7. E. Med. Bk. (Heinrich) 176 Do awey be foundres 
[v.7. groundes] vndernebe. 

2. The action of the verb Founpmr; a landslip. 

1882 Cornh. Mag. Dec. 738 A series of founders or land- 
slips, caused by the undermining of the solid strata, 

Founder (faundaz), 54.5 [app. f. found, pa. 
pple. of Finp v. + -ER 1] 

+1. =FrinpeEr. Ods, 

1577 Frampton Poyfud News in App. Fas. /’s Counterbl, 
(Arb.) 84 Lorde Nicot. . first founder out of this hearbe. 

2. spec. in Derbysh. Lead-mining (see quot. 1851). 

1601 High Peak Art. \. in Mander Derbysh. Min. Gloss. 
(1824) 130 Who ., were or pretended to be possessed of 
the same ground as taker of a Fore-field for an old foun- 
der. 1851 Tappinc Lead-mining Terms (E.D. S.), Founder 
is the mining term expressive of the finder of a vein, or rake, 
or in ordinary language, a miner. 

8. That portion of a lead-mine which is given to 
the first finder of the vein; hence, the part first 
worked. Called also founder-meer, -shaft. 

1653 Mantove Lead-Mines 59 (E. D. S.) If two Founders 
in one Rake be set. 1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. Lijb, 
Sometimes it happens that there is two Founders in the 
same Vein, for a Vein may be found at a distance from my 
Founder. 1802 MAawe Min. Derbysh. 204 Foundermere, the 
first 32 yards of ground worked, Jézd., Houndershaft, the 
first shaft that is sunk. 1851 Act 14 § 15 Vict. c. 94 § 2 
The Word ‘ Founder’ shall mean the Point at which a Vein 
of Ore shall be first found..the Words ‘ Founder-Meers’ 
shall mean the Two first Meers to be set out to the Finder. 

Founder (faundaz), 50.6 Also 6 fownder, 


[f. FouNDER w. (senses 4-5).] 














FOUNDER. 


1. Inflammation of the laminar structures of a 
horse’s foot, resulting usually from overwork ; a 


similar disease in dogs. 

1547 Satespury Welsh Dict., Fraco val march, fownder. 
1708 J. C. Compl. Collier (1845) 34. They are subject to 
Beat or Founder to their Feet or Leggs. 1825 Loupon 
Agric. § 6517 (1831) 987 Founder of the feet. 1884 Srrepy 
Sport iii. 3x Kennel lameness, founder, and rheumatism 
[in dogs] are often caused by [etc.] 

2. A rheumatic affection of the muscles of the 
chest in horses. Called also body-, chest-founder. 

1737 Bracken Larriery Imipr. (1756) I. 275 They were 
often mistaken even in what they call the Chest or Body- 
founder. 1818 Sporting Mag. II. 171, I agree with the 
French writers that the founder is a fluxion. 

Founder (fau'ndar), v. [a. OF. fondrer to 
plunge to the bottom, submerge ; also zz¢r. to col- 
lapse, fall in ruins :—f. L. fundus bottom. 

The simple vb. foudrer appears to be rare in OF.; the 
compounds esfoudrer, enfondrer, are common, and occur in 
most of the senses below; cf. AFOUNDER, ENFOUNDER, of 
which founder in some uses may be an aphetic form, 
The ~ in the OF, vb, is variously accounted for: see Hatz.- 
Darm, s.v. effondrer, Korting Lat.-Rom.-Wb. s.vv. ex- 
Sundulare, infundulare; a popular Lat. type */undorare 
may have existed, f. Audora (see Du Cange) pl. of fundus 
neut., whence Fr. fonds, Founce.] A 

+L. trans. To burst or smash (something) in; to 


force a passage through. Ods. 

13.. Coer de L. 5266 He gaff Richard a sory flatt, That 
foundryd bacynet andhat. c1330 R. BRuNNE Chron. (1725) 
183 And whan he was withinne, & fauht as a wilde leon, 
He fondred pe Sarazins otuynne & fauht as a dragon. 


+2. To send to the bottom, cause to be swallowed 
up or engulfed. Ods. 


13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 1014 Pis watz a uengeaunce violent 
fe voyded pise places, Pat foundered hatz so fayr a folk & 

e folde sonkken, 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxvii. 97 Haue no 
mercy.,.of ony man that lyueth, foundre & droune altogider 
[F. efoudres tout] in-to the botome of the sea. 

3. intr. Of the earth, a building, etc.: To fall 
down, give way. 

1489 Caxton Faytes of A. 11. xxxv. 153 Thi toure foun- 
dred and sanke doune in to the grounde. #1697 AUBREY 
Wilts (Royal Soc. MS.) 106 (Halliw.) A quantity of earth 
foundred and fell downe a vast depth. 1830 LyrLtt Princ, 
Geol. I. 274 We find that the cliffs of Bawdsey and Felix- 


tow are foundering slowly. 
+b. trans. To undermine. Also fig. Obs. 


1655 Futter Ch. Hist. ut. iv. § 13 King John having his 
soul battered without, with forrain fears, and foundred with- 
in by the falsenesse of his Subjects, sunk on a sudden 
beneath himself. @1656 Ussner Azn. v. (1658) 60 The 
river .. foundering the wall thereof 20 furlongs in length, 
bare it down. 


4. intr. (Chiefly of a horse or its rider.) To 
stumble violently, fall helplessly to the ground, 
collapse; to fall lame; occas. to sink or stick fast 


(in mire or bog), 

¢1386 Cuaucer Kut’s, T. 1829 For which his hors for 
feere gan to turne, And leep asyde, and foundred as he 
leep. c1450 Golagros § Gaw. 1022 As he loutit our ane 
bra, His feit founderit hym fra. 1513 Douctras eis x. 
xiv. 157 Down swakkis the knycht sone with a fellon fayr, 
Foundris fordwart flatlingis on hys spald. c1560 A. Scorr 
Poets (S. T. S.) ii. 163 To grund, for fersness, he did fun- 
der, 1563 Homilies u. Rogation Week ww. (1859) 498 Where- 
by thy poor nyghbour, sitting on his seelly weak beast, 
foundereth not in the deep thereof. 1713 STEELE Guard, 
No. 132 ?6 The man is a thick-skull’d puppy, and founders 
like ahorse, 1875 F. Hatt in Lippincott’s Mag. XVI. 749/t 
The guide had strayed off the ford, and I was foundering 
in a quicksand. 1880 MuirHeap Gazus m1. § 219 When 
a man has..driven another’s horse so hard as to cause it to 
founder. 

5. trans. To cause to break down or go lame; 
esp. to cause (a horse) to have the founder, thus 
disabling him, 

1593 Nasue 4 Lett, Confut. 51 A broken-winded ., Iade, 
that..now is quite foundred and tired. 1608 Vorksh. Trag. 
1. vili, O stumbling jade .. Plague founder thee, 1674 N. 
Cox Gentl, Recreat. 1. (1677) 97 You will surbate or founder 
your Hounds. 1680 Hacke Codlect. Voy. 11.(1699)3 A very 
bad Path, which with our being necessitated to wade the 
River, .almost foundred our Men. 1732 Gay Achilles 1, He 
will quite founder himself with oping from place to 
place to look after me. 1884 W. C. Smitu Aviédrostan 74 
ise -rode my pony till she foundered him. 


1589 R. Harvey PZ. Perc. 18 Such firie Agues fall soonest 
into a surfeit, and founder themselues with their intem- 
perate behauiour. 1645 Mitton Codast, (1851) 365 Founder 
himself to and fro in his own objections, 1658 BraMHALL 
Consecr. Bps. vi. 148 And so your Consequence. .is foundered 
of all four, and can neither passe nor repasse. 

§] ec. Confused with Founp v.5; To benumb, 

1562 [see Founp ie 1578 Lyte Dodoens 11. xix. 342 
The Oyle ..is good..for members that are benummed or 
foundered. 

6. ctv. Of a vessel: To fill with water and sink, 
go to the bottom. [=OF. s’enfondrer: cf. sense 2.] 

1600 Haxtuyt Voy. III. 398 Already she had receiued 
in much water, insomuch that she beganne to founder. 
1719 Dr For Crusoe 1. i, ‘The seamen every now and then 
cried out she would founder. 1882 Wuite Naval Archit. 
13 Ships founder when the entry of water into the interior 
causes a serious and fatal loss of floating power. 

b. fig. To ‘come to grief’, be wrecked. 

1613 Suaxs. Hex. V/I/, m1. ii. 40 But in this point All his 
trickes founder. 1816 Keatince Y7rav. (1817) I. 56 note, 
Spain began to founder from the loss of the Low Countries; 
but a first-rate ship does not go down like a wherry. 


FOUNDERED. 


7. trans. To cause (a ship) to fill with water and 
sink; to send to the bottom. 

1659 D. Pett Jinpr. Sea 305 When a vessel is, or comes 
once to bee foundered, there is no possibility of her being 
helped up. [But this may be sense 6.) 1748 F. Smitu Voy. 
Disc. 1, 52 Capable of pierceing a Ship under her Bends, so 
foundering her. 1893 G. ALLEN Scadlywag III, r10 A great 
ship was being foundered and ground to pieces by some 
invisible force within a few yards of them. 

8. Golf. Yo hit (a ball) into the ground. 

1880 ‘Capt. Crawiey’ Mootball, etc. 96 The young Golfer 
. -is likely to founder the ball, or drive it only a comparatively 
short distance, 

9. erron. =Fr. fondre : To burst (into tears), 

¢ 1477 Caxton Yason 5 ‘The damoiseau Jason .. began 

thenne to foundre in teeris right habondantly, [Often in 

Caxton.] _¢1530 Lp. Berners Arth, Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 51 
The king foundred all in teeres. 

Hence Fou-ndering v0/. sd. and ffi. a. 

1548 Hatt Chron., Hen, VI (an, 13) 127 Matthew Gouth, 
by founderyng of his horsse, was taken. 1602 Warner 4/0, 
Eng. 1x. liii. (1612) 238 No one thing quailes Religion more 
than foundring Presbytrie. 1614 Marxuam Cheap-Husd. 
1, li. (1668) 62 Of Foundring in the Feet there be two sorts, 
adry anda wet. 1802 C, James A7/z/it. Dict. s.v., Foundering 
in the feet.. Foundering in the chest. 1813 Scotr Rokeby 
I. xvii, Rescued from our foundering skiff. 

Foundered (faundaid), 4/7. a. [f. Founprr z, 
+ -ED 1,] 

+1. Undermined, made to give way. Ods. 

@1661 Futter Worthies (1840) I. 119 A foundered and 
failing foundation. 

2. Of a horse: Affected with founder; lamed. 

1543 tr. Act 20 Rich, I, c. 5 The sayde horses become al 
lost and foundred [original AF’. foundez}. 1599 B. Jonson 
Cynthia's Rev. 1. i, As tender as the foot of a foundred 
nagge. 1640 FULLER Joseph's Coat 1 Cor. xi. (1867) 81 So 
our judgment will be partial and favourable to us, as 
foundered feet will never tread hard. 1726 Swirr Corr. 
Wks. 1841 II. 596 Shall gallop a foundered horse ten miles 
upon a causeway and get home safe. 1869 BLackmMorE 
Lorna D. xxiii, Your horse was greatly foundered. 

Jig. 1642 Futter Holy & Prof. St. 1. i. 5t He not only 
hears but examines his Client, and pincheth the cause, 
where he fears it is foundred. 1822 Byron 7s. ude. xci, 
Ere he could get a word Of all his founder’d verses under 


way. 

3. Of a vessel: Sunk, wrecked. 

az7joo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Founder’d, Ship at Sea, 
that sprung a Leak and Sunk downright. 1762-9 FaLconeR 
Shipwr. wt. 634 They .. Across the founder’d deck o’er- 
whelming roar, 

Founderous (fau'ndoras), a. Also foundrous, 
[f. FounDER v. + -ouS.] Causing or likely to cause 
to founder ; miry, full of ruts and holes. 

1767 Hull & Anlaby Road Act 2 The other roads..are 
become very founderous for travellers. 1796 Burke Regic. 
Peace iii, Wks. VIII. 267, I have travelled through the 
negotiation, and asad founderous road itis. 1805 Worpsw. 
Waggoner 1, Poor pilot I, by snows confounded, And 
many a foundrous pit surrounded! 1844 WiLuiams Peal 
Prop. (1873) 314 Where a public way is foundrous, as such 
ways frequently were in former times. 


Foundership (fawndoifip). [f. Founpmr 50.2 
+-SHIP.] The position of a founder. 

1865 App, PARKER Corr. (1853) 252, I would wish a better 
in his place to govern the house, and he to hold him in his 
foundership if he will. 1622 Catiis Stat. Sewers (1647) 213 
Many Inheritances I found in reason freed from these 
Taxes and Lays, as Tythes in Spiritual hands. .Presenta- 
tions, Founderships. 1841 /raser’s Mag. XXIII. 92 There 
seems to be a patriotic schism..as to the foundership of 
the Temperance societies. 1869 Contemp. Rev. X11. 67 It.. 
harmonizes with his foundership of the Olympic games. 


Foundling (fawndlin). Forms: 4 fynd(e)ling, 
4-8 fondling, 4-6 -elyng, 4-6 found(e)lyng, 
(4-eling), 4-5 fund(e)ling,-lyng, 4, 6 foundling. 
[ME. fundeling (=Du. vondeling, MHG, vunde- 
linc), £. funden, pa. pple. of Finp v. + -LiInc; ME. 
had also findling ( = Ger. findling), f. the pres, stem 
of the vb. Cf. also ME. funding] 

1. A deserted infant whose parents are unknown, 
a child whom there is no one to claim. Also 


transf. 

ax300 LE. E. Psalter xviii]. 5 (Horstm.) Of fadre of found- 
linges ma, ¢1305 Fudas 56 in &. LZ. P, (1862) 108 So pat pe 
quene vpbreid adai: pat he fyndling was. c1440 Prone, 
Parv. 182/2 Fundelynge, as he bat ys fowndyn, and noman 
wote ho ys hys fadur, ne hys modyr. 1549 CovERDALE, etc. 
Erasm, Par. Phil. iii. 5, 1am an Israelite, not by engraff- 

nge, but by kyndred; ncta straunge foundlyng, but a Jewe, 

eynge borne of the Jewes. 1602 WirTHats Dict, 271/1 A 
childe which is laid and found in the streete..or else- 
where, which they call commonlyafoundling. 1735 BerKr- 
LEY Querist § 372 Whether there should not be erected.. 
an hospital for orphans and foundlings, at the expense of 
old bachelors? 1789 G. WuirE Sedborne xliv. 113, I myself 
have seen these foundlings in their nest displaying a strange 
ferocity of nature. 1840 Dickens Barn, Rudge xxxix, He 
roared again until the very foundlings near at hand were 
startled in their beds. 

appositively. ax71z Kine Ulysses & Tiresias 25 Tho’ he 
a foundling bastard be. «1853 Rosertson Sern, Ser. iv, 
xxiii, (1876) 250 The discovery of a foundling orphan, 


1587 Cs bi De Mornay Pref. 8 As for lying or vntruth, 
it is a foundling, and not a thing bred. 1827-38 Hare 
Guesses (1867) 210 Employ such words as have the 
largest families, keeping clear of foundlings and of those of 
which nobody can tell whence they come unless he happens 
to be a scholar, 1853 TrencH Proverbs 39 The great 
majority of proverbs are foundlings, the happier foundlings 
of a nation’s wit, which [etc.]. 
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2. The Foundling: the Foundling Hospital, 


London. 


1829 Gen. P. Tuomrson Z-verc. (1842) I. 123 It would be 
as wise to recommend wolves for nurses at the Foundling, 
on the credit of Romulus and Remus. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as foundling-hospital, 
+ -house, an institution for the reception of found- 
lings; foundling-stone, an erratic boulder. 

1756 Nucent Gr. Tour, France IV. 39 The enfants 
trouvés, or *foundling-hospital. 1875 Jowrtr Plato (ed. 2) 
III. 166 The Créches of Paris, or the foundling hospital of 
Dublin. 1750 Jounson Rambler No, 12 P 6 What, you 
never heard of the *Foundling House? 1892 Edin. Rev. 
Apr. 305 *‘ Foundling-stones’ innumerable have become 
objects of popular superstition and scientific curiosity. 

Foundment: see FUNDAMENT. 


Foundress ! (fawndrés). Forms: 5 fown- 
dowr-, 5-6 founderesse, (7 -ess), 5-7 foun- 
dresse, 7-8 -res, 7— foundress. [f. FOUNDER sd.2 
+ -HSS.] A female founder; es. a woman who 
founds or endows an institution, etc. 

¢ 1430 Lyna. AZin. Poems 11 Gramer..Cheeff ffounderesse 
and roote of alle connyng. 1490 Caxton Eueydos vi. 23 
Dydo .. foundresse of the noble cyte of cartage. 1568 
Grarron Chron, II. 898 [Perkin] retourned againe to the 
Lady Margaret his first foolish foundresse. 1631 WEEVER 
Anc. Fun. Mon. 387 The chiefe Foundresse of this religious 
house. 1778 Lowtn Tvans/. Isaiah Notes (ed. 12) 328 
Semiramis was the foundress of this part also of the Baby- 
lonian greatness. 1875 JowETT Plato (ed. 2) III. 530 The 
goddess who is the common foundress of both our cities. 


+Fouwndress”. Oés. [f. Founpmr 50.3 + -Ess.] 
A woman who founds or casts metals. 

1638 Forp Fancies 11. ii, The great bell of my heart is 
crack’d and never Can ring in tune again, till’t be new cast 
By one only skilful foundress. 

Foundry (fauw'ndri). Forms: 7 fondary, -ery, 
founderie, 8 -ary, 8-9 -ery, 9 foundry. [a. F. 

Sond(e)rie, f. fondre: see Founn v.3] 

1. The art or business of founding or casting 
metal ; cozcr. founders’ work, castings. 

160r1 Hottanp Pliny Il. 565 This art of grauing images in 
stone is of greater antiquitie by farre, than..founderie and 
casting statues. 1793 SMEATON Ldystone L. § 279 note, The 
ingenious Mr. Prickett, to whom the Iron Foundery of this 
kingdom owes much. 1890 Daily News 6 Jan, 2/3 Cut nails 
are advanced ,. and a similar run is declared in heavy iron 
foundry, mill-rolls, wheels, etc. or ; : 

2. An establishment or building in which found- 
ing of metal or glass is carried on. 

1645 Evetyn Mevz. (1819) I. 194 The founderie where they 
cast ordinance, c1730 Burr Lett. NV. Scotd. (1818) I. 258 
This man .. dwelt near an English foundery in Glengary. 
1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. gt5 (art. Glass-making). 1880 Miss 
Brappon Fust as I ane xiiii, Fellow-workmen together in 
the same foundry. 

Jig. 171 Saartess. Charac. (1737) 1. 320 Thus I contend 
with fancy and opinion ; and search the mint and foundery 
ofimagination. 1794 SuLLIVAN Vzew Nat. IV. 249 The nur- 
sery of irresistible legions, the foundary of the human race, 

+b. (See quots.) Ods. 

1670-98 Lassets Voy. Italy 1. 3 The Fondaries or Still- 
ing-Houses of the Great Duke of Florence. 1674 BLountT 
Glossogr., Fondery (Fr.) a Stilling-house. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as foundry-coke, -furnace, 
-goods, -man; foundry-iron, iron containing 
sufficient carbon to make it suitable for castings ; 
foundry-proof, the final proof before stereotyping 


or electrotyping (Jacobi). 

1892 Daily News 6 Aug. 8/6 Wanted by Colliery Pro- 
prietors, an Agent, to sell *foundry coke. 1884 Knicur 
Dict. Mech. WV. 355 *Houndry Furnace .. Reverberating 
and blast furnaces. 1831 J. Hortanp Manuf. Metal I. 71 
That endless variety of smaller and generally useful articles, 
denominated *foundery goods, 1863 Rosson Bards of Tyne 
357 He..keeps ’a the *foundrymen starvin’ till neet. 

Fount ! (faunt). Chiefly Aoet. [Appears late 
in16thce.; ad. F. fond or L. font-em on the analogy 
of mount, fountain, etc.] A spring, source, Foun- 


TAIN, 

1593 SuHaKs., Lucr, 850 Why should... toads infect fair 
founts with venom mud? 1613 — Hew. VII/, 1. i, 154 
Proofes as cleere as Founts in Iuly, when Wee see each graine 
of grauell. 1641 J. Jackson True Evang. Temper i. 8 As 
naturall a fluxe and emanation forth of it .. as the water in 
the rivelet hath from the fount. 1667 Mitton ?. Z. 11. 357 
And flours aloft shading the Fount of Life. 1725 Pore 
Odyss. x1x. 362 Thy milky founts my infant lips have drained. 
1728-46 THomson S/ving 398 High to their fount..trace up 
the brooks. a@1839 Prarp Poens (1864) II. 308 By Kedron’s 
brook, or Siloa’s holy fount. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1593 Drayton Zclog. iv. 107 From this Fount did all 
those Mischiefs flow. 1833 Mrs. Brownine Prometh. Bound 
Poems 1850 I. 144 Because I stole The secret fount of fire. 
1842 Tennyson Locksley Hall 188 Ancient founts of 
inspiration well thro’ all my fancy yet. 1874 GREEN Short 
Hist. v. § 3. 235 The Archbishop turned fiercely upon Oxford 
as the fount and centre of the new heresies. 


Fount ? (faunt), font (ft). Printing. Also 
8 found; cf. Funp, [See Font sé.2] A complete 
set or assortment of type of a particular face and 


size. Also fully, fosnt of letter or type. 

1683 Moxon Printing No. u. P 2,13 A Fount (properly 
a Fund) of Letter of all Bodies. dd, No. xxut. 377 
Fount is the whole number of Letters that are Cast of the 
same Body and Face at one time. 1687-8 Boye Let. 5 
Mar. in Birch Zifé 417, I caused a font of Irish letters to be 
cast. 1714 MANDEVILLE Fad. Bees (1725) I. 258 Break down 
the printing-presses, melt the founds. 1771 P, LuckomsE 





FOUNTAIN. 


Hist. Print. 248 A Complete Fount of Letter. 1834 Soutnry 
Doctor 1. ii. 27 We discussed the merits of anew font. 1862 
Burton Bk. Hunter 76 The largest font of Italics possessed 
by the establishment. 1878 F.S. Wittiams Mid/. Raiiw, 
630 He set upa complete fount of type. 

Fountain (fauntén). Forms: 5-6 fontayn(e, 
-eyn(e, 5-7 -taine, fountayn(e, 6 fontane, 6-7 
fountaine, 7-fountain. [late ME. fontayne,a. OF. 
JSontaine:—late L. fontana (whence Pr., Sp., Pg., 
It. fontana, Welsh fiynnawn, -on), fem. of L. font- 
anus pertaining to a fount, f. font-, fons Fount sd.1] 

1. A spring or source of water issuing from the 
earth and collecting in a basin, natural or artificial ; 
also, the head-spring or source of a stream or river. 
Now arch. or poet. exc. fig. 

¢ 1450 Merlin 308 To this fountayn ofte tyme com nimiane 
for to disporte, c1489 Caxton Sounes of Aynion xviii. 400 
A fore the gate sprange a quycke fontaine. 1535 CovERDALE 
Gen, viii. 2 The fountaynes of the depe and the wyndowes 
of heauen were stopte. 1588 SHaxs. 77¢. A. 11. v. 23 Like to 
a bubling fountaine stir’d with winde. 1635 N. CARPENTER 
Geog. Del. 11. ix. 163 Some would haue the great riuer Tanais 
not to haue his head or fountaine in the Riphzean mountains. 
1671 MiLton Samson 58x God, who caused a fountain at 
thy prayer From the dry ground to spring, etc. 1692 Ray 
Dissol. World u. ii. (1732) 83 Making Rivers to ascend to 
their Fountains. 1727 Dyer Grongar Hzll 20 So oft I have, 
At the fountain of a rill Sate upon a flow'ry bed. 1812 
BrackENRIDGE Views Louisiana (1814) 105 The greatest 
objection to this country is the want of fountains and running 
Streams. 1842 TENNYSON A7Phion 96 The vilest herb that 
runs to seed Beside its native fountain. 

b. used with reference to baptism (cf. Font). 

[1526 TinpALE Zf/. v. 26 Clensed it in the fountayne of 
water thorowe the worde.] 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Con. Prayer 
Offices 8 Them which at this fountayne forsake the deuill 
and all his workes. 

ec. transf. 

1526-34 TinpaLte Mark v. 29 And streyght waye her 
fountayne of bloude was dryed vp. 1592 SHaxs. Rozz. 
§ Ful. 1.1. 92 With purple fountains issuing from your veins. 

d. fig. A spring, source, ‘well’. (Often in £/.) 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1. (1495) 6 God is the foun- 
tayne of all godenesse and of all vertue. 14.. Balade to 
our Ladie (Chaucer’s Wks. 1561) Fountain al filthlesse, as 
birell current clere. 31481 Caxton Myrr. 1. vi. 30 Parys 
Oxenford & Cambryge ben the fontayns where men may 
drawe out most science. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer, 
Post-Communion, Almightie God, the fountayn of all 
wisdome. 1889 Pasguzl’s Ret. C iij, This mischiefe hath 
many fountaines, 1660 Barrow Lxclid Pref. (1714) 3 Some 
principal Rules of practical Geometry, reducing them to their 
original Fountains. 1766 BLacKsTonEe Comm. II. 223 The 
French law, which is derived from the sanie feodal fountain. 
1844 Lp. Broucuam S77, Const. xvii. (1862) 268 The Crown 
is the fountainofhonour. 1861 Tuttocn Eng. Purit. i. 116 
Long-practised craft had poisoned the very fountains of 
trust in him, 

2. A jet or stream of water made to rise or spout 
up artificially ; the structure built for such a jet or 
stream to rise and fall in; also, an erection ina 
public place for a constant supply of fresh water 
for drinking (more fully, drinking fountain). Ap- 
plied also to a natural jet of water, as that ofa 
geyser. 

1sog Hawes Past. Pleas. xvi. ix, A dulcet spring and 
marvaylous fountaine Of golde and asure made all certaine, 
1590 SPENSER /, Q. 11. xii. 60 In the midst of all a fountaine 
stood, Of richest substance that on earth might bee. 1601 
Suaxs 722. C. 1. ii. 77 My Statue, Which like a Fountaine, 
with an hundred spouts Did run pure blood. 1625 Bacon 
Ess., Gardens (Arb.) 561 Fountaines I intend to be of two 
Natures: the One that sprinckleth or Spouteth Water; 
the Other a Faire Receipt of Water, .. without Fish, or 
Slime, or Mud. a@ 1631 Donne Poems (1650) 23 A stone 
fountaine weeping out the yeare. 1717 Lavy M. W. 
Montacu Let. to Lady Rich x Apr., There were four 
fountains of cold water in this room. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. 
Boyle 28 It had been formerly a Fountain, but was only 
choak’d up..I ask’d..if he had ever known it to play. 
1841-4 Emerson Zss., Art Wks. (Bohn) I. 145 Let spouting 
fountains cool the air, Singing in the sun-baked square. 1882 
CassELt s.v. Drinking-fountain, Modern drinking fountains 
began to be erected in Liverpool in 1857. The first one in 
London was opened to the public on April 12, 1859. 1886 
A. WincuetL Walks & Talks in Geol. Field 84 Instantly 
the fountain [of the Great Geyser of Iceland] began to play 
with the utmost violence. 


3. Her. A roundel, barry wavy of six, argent 
and azure. 

1610 Guitim Heraldry m1; iv. 96 He beareth..a Bend.. 
betweene six Fountaines Proper. 1864 Bourret, Her, Hist. 
& Pop. vy. 25 In representation, the Bezant, Plate, and Foun- 
tain, are flat. 1868 Cussans Her. iv. 70 A Bend between 
six Fountains forms the Coat of the Stourton Family. 

4. A reservoir or compartment for holding oil, 
ink, etc., in an Argand lamp, a printing-press, etc, 

5. Conchol. (See quot.) 3 

1895 Edin, Rev. Oct. 355 Fountains and watering-pots.. 
and helmet-shells.. names which have been locally .. 


-applied to a few of the multitudinous species of Mollusca. 


6. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib. (chiefly 
appositive and fg. = belonging to or of the nature 


of a spring or source, original). 

1645 Rutuerrorp Tvyal § Trt. Faith (1845) 5 The fountain- 
love, the fountain-delight, the fountain-joy of men and 
angels. 1648 Boyte Seraph. Love xviil. (t700) 111 His 
Love is the first Original and Fountain-blessing. a@ 1652 
J. Smiru SeZ, Disc. 1x. 446 The universal fountain-fulness 
of one supreme almighty goodness. 1662 J. CHANDLER Van 
Helmont’s Orviat. 286 The Fountain-light of the soul. 1678 
Marve. Def. Howe Wks, 1875 IV. 192 The original and 


FOUNTAINED. 


fountain-Being. 1803-6 Wornsw. /xtimat, Immort. ix, 
Those shadowy recollections, Which be they what they 
may, Are yet the fountain light of allourday. 1846 TRENCH 
Mirac. vi. (1862) 191 In contact with Him who is the 
fountain-flame of all life. : 2 

b. Comb. as fountain-brim, -side; fountain- 
Jruitful adj.; also fountain-fish, a ctenophoran ; 
fountain-pen, a pen furnished with an ink-reser- 
voir; fountain-pipe, a pipe which supplies a 
fountain with water; fountain-tree, a name for 
the deodar ( Z7reas. Bot. 1866) ; also, ‘a tree in the 
Canary Isles which distills water from its leaves’ 
(W.); + fountain - water, fresh water from a 
spring, spring-water, 

1634 Mitton Comus 119 By dimpled brook and *fountain- 
brim. 164x G. Sanpys Paraphr. Song Sol. w. ii, The 
*Fountain-fruitfull Lebanon. 1823 Dict. Math. § Phys. Sc., 
*Fountain-pen. 1892 E. Reeves Homewd. Bound 164 One 
silver pocket-knife and fountain-pen, 1664 Evetyn Kad. 
Hort. (1729) 226 Look to your*Fountain-Pipes. 1667 Mitton 
P. L. iv. 326 By a fresh *fountain-side. 1725 Pore Odyss. 
xv. 480 Descry’d By road frequented, or by fountain-side. 
1572 MascaLt Plant. §& Graff. (1592) 78 Mingled with a 
little *Fountaine or running water. 1612 Exchir, Med. i. 7 
Let it be boyled in foure pints of fountaine water. 1678 
R. Russet Geber iv. iv. 245 Common Salt is dissolved in 
clear Fountain Water. 

Fountained (fau'nténd), A/. a. [f. prec. + 
-ED2.] Provided with a fountain or fountains; 
also with attributive prefixed, as many-fountained. 

1818 Keats Endy, u. 717 O fountain’d hill! Old 
Homer's Helicon! 1832 Tennyson (none 22 O mother 
Ida, many-fountain’d Ida. 1852 Miss Mitrorp (ecodlect. 
II. 3 Fountained garden and pillared court. 

+ Fountainee'r. Ods. In 7 -e(e)r(e, -iere ; 
also Fontanter. f[ad. F. fontainier, fontenter: 
see -EER.] One who has charge of a fountain. 

1603 Hotitanp Plutarch’s Mor. 220 No gardener nor 
fountainer. 1644 Evetyn Diary 27 Feb., A basilisc of 
copper, whch managed by the fountainere, casts water 
neere 60 feet high..he fountainiere represented a showre 
of raine from the topp. 1652 WricutT tr. Camus’ Nature's 
Paradox 28 Like those Fountaineers, who shewing curious 
Water-works and Grotta’s..set themselves in some known 
place where they remain dry, whilst every one else is 
wetted to the skin. 

Fou'ntain-head. 

1. A fountain or spring from which a stream 
flows ; the head-spring or source of a stream. 

1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. viii. 9 This 
tower was made.. for the garding and keeping of the 
fountayne heads which from thence are brought .. into the 
citie. 1635 Swan Sec. M. vi. § 2 (1643) 200 The sea..is 
the fountain-head from whence all fountains have their 
heads. 1708 J. C. Compl. Collier (1845) 26 Any Water 
coming from the Fountain, will rise to the height of that 
Fountain Head. 1774 J. Bryant JZythol. II. 60, I passed 
through the regions of the north to the fountain-head of the 
Ister. 1872 Raymonp Statist. Mines § Mining 57 Taking 
the waters of the streams from their fountain-heads. 

2. fig. The chief or prime source of anything ; 
the quarter whence anything originates; esf. an 
original source of information, news, etc. 

1606 Brysketr C7zv. Life 114 These two vnruly .. powers, 
which are the spring and fountaine head of all disordinate 
affections. 1655 WVzcholas Papers (Camden) II. 326 As I 
am..assured from some heere very neare the fountayne 
head at Bruxells. 1754 Foote Knights 1. Wks. 1799 I. 64 
You are about the court; and so, being at the fountain- 
head, know what is in the papers before they are printed. 
1787 BentuAm De/. Usury x. 94 To trace an error to its 
fountain-head is to refute it. 1855 Macauray Hist. Eng. 
III, 28 The Convention was the fountain-head from which 
the authority of all future Parliaments must be derived. 

Fountainless (faunténlés), a. [f. Founrarn 
+-LESS.] Without fountains, 

1671 Mitton P. 2X. 11. 264 Barren desert, fountainless and 
dry. 1816 Scotr Old Mort. (1830-2) Il. xviil. 164 Like 
Hagar watching the waning life of her infant amid the 
fountainless desert. 1842 De Quincey Philos. Herodotus 
Wks, IX. 207 A..wilderness. everywhere fountainless. 

Fouwntainlet. zonce-w7. [See -Lur.] A little 
fountain. 

21661 Futter Worthies, Huntingdon u. (1662) 48 In the 
afore-said Village there be two Fountaine-lets. 

Fountainous (fauwnténas), a. rave. [f. Foun- 
TAIN + -OUS.] a. Of the nature of a fountain or 
source. Zf, and fig. b. Containing fountains or 
springs of water. 

1655 STANLEY Hist, Philos. 1. (1701) 18/1 From the Foun- 
tainous Idea’s there proceeded others. 1664 BEALE in 
Evelyn's Pomona ae the Land be neither dry..nor foun- 
tainous. 1747 E. Poston Pratler I. 42 From this vast 
fountainous Cause we may plainly trace all the Sins and 
Follies of Mankind. 1855 Baitey Mystic 72 The angels ., 
unsealed The secret wealth of many a fountainous hill. 

Hence Fountainously adv. (=as from a source). 
1662 J. CHANDLER Vax Helmont’s Oriat. 195 The light of 
the same proceeding immediately and fountainously from 
the Father of Lights, 

Fountful (fawntful), a. oer. 
-FUL.] Full of founts or springs. 

¢ 1611 CHapMAN J/iad xx. 204 The foot of Ida’s fountful 
hill. x62x G, Sanpys Ovid's Met. xv. (1626) 315 Where 
yellow Tybris runs From fountfull Appenines. 1715-20 
Pore //iad x11, 114 Yountful Ide. .1809 Mrs. West Mother 
(1810) 144 On the top of fountful Pisgah, 

Founting (fawntin), 2//.a. vare. [f. Fount! 
+ -Inc*.] Welling up like a spring; ¢vansf. 
drooping in the form of a falling fountain. 


[f. Founr! + 
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1827 Hoop Mids. Fairies iii, And there were founting 
springs to overflow Their marble basins. Jézd. xlviii, We 
bend each tree in proper attitude, And founting willows 
train in silvery falls. 

[Foupe: see List of Spurious Words.] 

Four (for), a and sd. Forms: 1-3 féower, 
féwer, (2 fure), 2-3 f(o)uwer, 3 feouwer, 
fowuer, fower, Ovm. fowwerr, foo(u)r, fuzer, 
fur, south. vor, 3-4 south. vour, 3-7 fowre, 
foure, (3 fawre, fowr, Orm. fowwre), 4 faur(e, 3- 
four. [Com. Teut. and Aryan : OE. ffower = OFris. 
Jiuwer, fior, OS. fwar, fuwar, fort (Du. vier), 
OHG. for, fier (MHG., mod.Ger. vzer), ON. fidrer 
masc., -a@v fem., fiogor neut. (Sw. fyra, Da. fire), 
Goth. fdwédr. In comb. OE. had a form /yder-, 
fiWer-, Anglian feodor-, -ur; cf. OSw.fixer-, Frankish 
Jitter- (Lex Salica), Goth. fidur-. The phonolo- 
gical relation of the Teut. forms to those in other 
Aryan langs. presents anomalies of which the ex- 
planation is still disputed; the OAryan type is 
*getwer-, -wor-, getur- (with other ablaut-variants 
of somewhat uncertain form), regularly represented 
by Skr. catvar-, catur-, Gr. réooapes (Dor. réropes), 
L. guattuor, OTrish cethir, OWelsh petgwar (mod. 
Welsh Zedwar).] The cardinal number next after 


three, represented by the symbols 4 or IV. 
A. as adj. 

1. In concord with the sb. expressed. 

The four corners, quarters, etc. (of the earth, heavens or 
world): the remotest parts; see CorNER sd.1 8. The four 
corners (of a document): the limits or scope of its contents ; 
see Corner sd.) 1 e. Within the four seas: within the 
boundaries of Great Britain, t Of al? four sides: entirely, 
thoroughly. 

@ 1000 Crist 879 (Gr.) From feowerum foldan sceatum bam 
ytemestum eordan rices englas.. blawad byman. c1175 
Lamb, Hont.159 Pas fure kunnes teres bod be fuwer wateres 
pa pe beod ihaten us on to weschen. c¢ 1205 Lay. 5154 Com 
pa tidinde to ban feouwer kinggen pat Belin king wes 
icumen, a@z1225 ¥uliana 9 Pa leaden him i cure up o fowr 
hweoles. a@ 1300 Cursor M, 14241 Mari and martha .. pai 
had ben wepand par four dais. c1400 Destr. Troy 8808 
Pen pos maisters gert make .. Fovre lampis full light .. all 
of gold fyne. c1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon vi. 151 
Reynawde is well a noble gentylman of all foure sides. 
1533 WRIOTHESLEY Chron. (1875) I. 19 A rich canapie of 
cloath of silver borne over her heade By the fower Lordes 
of the Portes. 1642 Futter Holy § Prof. St. v. i. 359 So 
be it he goeth not out beyond the Foure seas. 1745 P. 
Tuomas ¥rnl. Anson's Voy. 156 They fired four Guns as 
Signals of Distress. 1886 Mrs. Lynn Linton Paston Carew 
iii, He.. was the safest confidant to be found within the 
four seas. 1893 Law Times XCV. 29/2 It may be neces- 
sary to look beyond the four corners of the agreement. 

b. Four corners,a game: see quots, Also, in 
LTorsemanshtp (see quot. £753). 

1730-36 Battery (folio), /our-corners [with Horsemen]. 
1753 CHAMBERS Cycl. Supp., Four-corners, in the manege, 
or to work upon the four corners, is to divide in imagination 
the volt or round into four quarters, so that upon each of 
these quarters, the horse makes a round or two at trot or 
gallop; and when he has done so upon each quarter, he 
has made the four corners, 1801 Srrutr Sforts §& Past. 
III. Vii. 241 Four-corners is so called from four large pins 
which are placed singly at each angle of a square frame. 
1881 in /sle of Wight Gloss. 64 The game of Skittles is also 
altered from nine pins to four, and is called ‘ Four Corners’. 


ce. The history of the Four Kings (see quot.). 

1760 Foote Minor 1, Wks. 1799 I. 241 Come, shall we have 
a dip in the history of the Poe Kings this morning? 
1894 Brewer Dict. Phrase & Fable s.v., The History of 
the Four Kings (Lzvre des Quatre Rois), a pack of cards. 

2. With ellipsis of sb., which may usually be 
supplied from context. + Hour for four: in fours. 

c1205 Lay. 4046 Feowere here weren riche be haueden 
ferden muchele, 13.. &. #. Addit. P. B, 938 Pe aungelez.. 
enforsed alle fawre forth at be 3atez. 1538 Srewart Cvov. 
Scot, II, 20r Syne four for four togidder than tha fuir, And 
sone allaucht, 161z Brete 2 Sam. xxi. 22 These foure .. 
fell by the hand of Dauid. a@x1699 Lapy Hatxerr 
Axutobiog. (1875) 53 All Fowre were in the place apointed. 

. with omission of hours, as four o'clock. 

1575 LANEHAM Le?, (1871) 32 (Az vnhappy it waz for the 
bride) that cam thither too soon, (and yet waz it a four a 
clok). 1727 Swirt To Earl of Oxford Wks. 1755 III. 1. 44, 
I shall think of that no more, If you’ll be sure to come at 
four, 1875 Jevons JZoney (1878) 266 The bustle and tur- 
moil of the work grow to a climax at four o’clock. 

e. with omission of horses. 

1815 L. Simonp Your Gt. Brit, 1.3 An elegant post-chaise 
and four stopped at the door. 1858 Mrs, CarLtyte Lef¢Z. 
II. 363 As pleasant as a barouche and four, 


+d. In phrases Ox (fon, of) all four (sc. feet 
or limbs); also ov or upon four. Obs.3; now on 
ALL-FOURS, 

13.. Z. E, Altit, P. B. 1683 He fares forth on alle faure. 
1430-40 Lypc, Bochas 1. ix. 37 What thyng..Goth fyrst on 
foure, or els gothe he nought? 1470-85 Matory Arthur 
1. xviii, Thenne balan yede on al four feet and handes and 
put of the helme of his broder. 161xx Biste Lev. xi. 20 All 
foules that creepe, going vpon all foure, shalbe an abomina- 
tion vnto you. 1641 Marmion Antiguary 1. in Hazl. 
Dodsley XIII. 43t You'll hardly find.. beast that trots 
sound of all four: There will be some defect. 1662 J. 
Daviss tr. Olearius’ Voy. Ambass. (1669) 157 [Babies] will 
crawl stark naked of all four about the House and into 
the fields. 1699 BenrLey Phal, 128 What a sorry cripled 
Argument’s here, even lame upon all four? 1712 ARBuTHNoT 
Fohn Bull u. iv, 1 would crawl upon all four to serve you. 
{1719 Dr For Crusoe 211, I was oblig’d to creep upon all 





FOUR. 


Fours.] 1722 Lett. from Mist's Frui. 1. 294 An old black 
Horse, that can scarce crawl upon Four, - . 
8. Coupled with a higher cardinal or ordinal 


numeral following, so as to form a compound 


(cardinal or ordinal) numeral. 

¢ 1208, Lay. 2092 [Brutus] hzfde pis lond fower and twenti 
winter on his hond. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. KR. xu. xi. 
(1495) 421 Amonge foules oonly the rauen hath fowre and 
syxty chaungynges of voyce. 1579 Futxe Heskins’ Part. 
416 The foure and thirtieth Chapter sheweth the vse of the 
Masse. 1818 Scorr Heart Midi. viii, My breath is growing 
as scant as a broken-winded piper’s when he has played for 
four-and-twenty hours at a penny wedding. 

B. as sé. 

1. The abstract number four. 

@1300 Cursor M. 21748 O four and thre qua tels euen, He 
sal be numbre mak o seuen. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
XIX. CxVili. (495) 921 One doo to thre makyth foure, 1837 
WueweE tt Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I. 47 Four..was held to 
be the most perfect number. 


2. A set of four persons or things: esf.a. Acard, 
domino, or the side of a die marked with four pips 
or spots; a throw of the die by which the ‘ four’ 
comes uppermost. b. Card-playing (Poker). A 
set of four cards of the same value. e. A four- 
oared boat or a crew of four oarsmen. ours, 
races for four-oared boats. a. Cricket, etc. A hit 
for which four runs are scored. e. /. (See quot. 
1888.) Also z# fours (formerly +722 fours and 
fours), arranged in groups of four; sfec. in Biblio- 
graphy used to indicate the number of leaves in a 


sheet or gathering. 

a. x1899 Minsueu Sf. Dict., Dial. iii. 26 R. I did lift an 
Ace.—Z. I a foure. 1674 Cotton Gamester vi. 80 The 
Deuces, Treys, Fours, and Fives. 1728 Swirt Frn/. Mod. 
Lady Wks. 1755 111. 11. 196 When lady Tricksey Vee a 
four You took it with a mattadore, 1870 Harpy & WarRE 
Mod. Hoyle 8x Suppose your hand consists of a four, five, 
and six of spades. 

1883 Longu. Mag. Sept. 499 Fours, or four [cards] of 
akind. 1894 MAsketyNnE Sharfs § Flats 84 If he had been 
so fortunate as to possess another ace among the cards. .he 
would have a ‘ four’. 3 

Cc. 186x Dickens Gt. Exfect. liv, A Four and two sitters 
.. up with one tide and down with another. 1891 Oxitdoor 
Games & Recreat. 137 He must graduate through his college 
fours, and Torpid races. /é7d. 144'The ‘ Coxswainless Fours’, 
These ‘ Fours’.. are inter-collegiate races. 

d. 1836 in ‘Bat’ Cricketer’s Man (1850) 100 Threes, 
fours, and fives appear as easy for him to get. 1894 A. 
Lane Ban § Arriére Ban 67 When Oxford’s bowling always 
goes For ‘fours’, for ever to the Cords. 

e. 1488 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scott. 1. 84 Item, a frete of 
the Quenis oure set with grete perle sett in fouris and fouris. 
1888 Jacost Printers’ Voc. Fours, a familiar term used 
by compositors for ‘quarto’, 1890 H. O. Sommer Madory’s 
Arthur U1. Introd. 9 The first part has signatures A to Z.. 
in fours, 

3. Short for, a. four-shilling beer (see quot).; b. 
four-pennyworth (of spirits); ¢. (p/.) four-per- 
cents, 

a. 1633 W. R. Match at Midn. 11. in Hazl. Dodsley 
XIII. 43 Tim. What is’t, brother? Four or six? Caft. 
Four or six ! ‘tis rich Canary... 7... Now I think on 't, 
a cup of this is better than our four-shilling beer at home. 

b. 1869 E. Yates Wrecked ix Port xxii. 241 ‘ Fours’ of 
rum, and ‘sixes’ of brandy. 1876 Besant & Rice Gold. 
Butterfly i. 20 The girl. set before him a ‘ four’ of brandy 
and the cold water. ‘ 

Cc. 1887 Daily News 15 Nov. 5/6 Fully-paid-up stock..in 
exchange for the converted Fours and Four-and-a-Halfs. 


C. attrib. and Comd. 
1. a, Combined with sbs. forming adjs., as four- 


acre, -button, -gallon, -gun, -line, -story, -year-old. 

1868 GLADSTONE ¥uv. Mundi xi, (1870) 420 A *four-acre 
field. 1896 Daily News 2 July 8/7 White kids sewn with 
black .. as well as lavender, chiefly in *four-button length. 
1879 Miss Birp Rocky Mount. 1. 264, I told him to fill up 
the *four-gallon kettle. 1862 LatHam Channel Js/. m1. xvii. 
(ed. 2) 400 A *four-gun cutter. 1827 Gentl. Mag. XCVIL. 
u. 501 Underneath this a stave or *four-line verse. 1888_ 
A. K. Green Behind Closed Doors vi, A *four-story brick 
building. 1832 Lytron Zugene A.1. v, The *four-year-old 
mutton. .affecting the shape and assuming the adjuncts of 
venison. 1855 TENNYSON Bvook 137 ‘That [colt] was the 
four-year old [sold the Squire.’ 

b. In parasynthetic adjs. with suffix -ED2, as fo27- 
barrelled, -chambered, -columned, -decked, -faced, 
-fingered, -headed, -legged, -lettered, -lined, -roomed, 
-stded,-snouted,-spined, -stranded, -stringed, -tined, 
-toed, 

1881 Times 15 Jan.5/6 A high power of firing for a *four- 
barrelled gun. 1870 GittmorE Reftiles & Birds Introd. 2 
The heart is *four-chambered, transmitting venous blood to 
the lungs. sha Tucker L?, Nat. (1852) I. 386 We are 
now poring over all the nothings in a *four-columned news- 
paper. 1833 Marryat P. Simple xxxv, Nothing would 
suit Nelson but this *four-decked ship. 1878 GurNEY 
Crystallogr. 86 A cube with a low four-sided pyramid on 
each face..is sometimes called a *four-faced cube. 1802 
Bincrey Axim, Biog. (1813) I. 89 The *four-fingered mon- 
key. 1864 Pusey Lect. Daniel ii. 75 The *four-headed 
creatures in Ezekiel’s vision. 1663 Butter Hud, 1. i. 402 
To guard the magazine i’ th’ hose From two-legg’d and 
from “four-legg’d foes. 1778 Hurron in Phil. Trans. 
LXVIII. 57 The whole being supported by a four-legged 
stand, 1828 Scott 7, M. Perth xi, Louise .. calling her 
little four-legged companion, had eagerly followed in the 
path. 1652 H.C, Looking-Glasse for Ladies 4 That *four- 
letter’d name, rare and Divine. 1831 SourueEy Le/¢. (1856) IV. 
214 The poem..isin *four-lined stanzas. 1890 BoLDREwoop 
Col. Reformer (1891) 234 A new *four-roomed cottage. 1669 


FOUR. 


Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 26 Of *four-sided Figures. 1647 
R. Srapytton Fuvenal v.55 Vhou drain’st a foule *four- 
snouted glasse, that’s call’d The Beneventine Cobler. 1836 
YarreLi 57it, Hishes 1. 83 The *four-spined Stickleback, 
1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) U u iij, The middle 
strand of a *four-stranded rope. 1742 BERKELEY Let. Zo 
Gervais in Fraser Life viii. (1871) 284 The instrument she 
desired to be provided was a large *four-stringed bass violin. 
1765 Univ. Mag. XX XVII. 33/r A *four-tined fork, 1872 
Baxer Wile Tribut. ii. 27 The first time I saw the peculiar 
*four-toed print of the hippopotamus’s foot. 

ce. In parasynthetic sbs. with suffix -nR1, as four- 
boater, -decker, -master, -year-older. 
_ 1889 Century Dict., *Four-boater, a whaling-ship carry- 
ing four boats on the cranes, 1833 Marryar P. Simple 
xxxv, She was a *“four-decker. 1826 Disrarii Viv. Grey 1. 
vii, Any stray *four-year-older not yet sent to bed. 

d. In advb. sense (=in four parts) with pa. 
pples., as four-cleft, -parted adjs. 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., *Four-cleft leaf. Holinn: quadri- 
Jidum. 1846 Dana Zooph. 1848) 139 Mouth prominent, 
four-cleft within. a1619 FoTHErsy A¢heom. u. vii. § 3 
(1622) 264 The *foure-parted Image. 1793 Martyn Lave. 
Bot., Four-parted leaf. Folium quadripartitum. 


2. Special comb.: four-ale, ale sold at four- 
pence a quart; four-cant (see quot.; cf. fou- 
strand); four-centred arch (Arch.), one described 
from four centres; + four-corner a.=next ; four- 
cornered a., having four corners, square; four 
cornered cap, a college cap or ‘square’. Hence 
four-cornerwise adv., so as to form four corners ; 
four-coupled a@., having four coupled wheels; 
four-course (Agric.), a four years’ course or series 
of crops in rotation (in quots. a¢trib. ; see COURSE 
5b. 23); four-crossway(s, the place where two 
roads cross or four roads meet ; four-dimen- 
sional a. (Math.), of or belonging to a fourth 
dimension; four-dimensioned a., having four 
dimensions; > four-double = FouRFOLD a. 1; 
+ four-eared a. fig., twofold; four-eyes, (a) see 
quot. 1755; (0) the name of a fish (see quot. 
1879) ; (c) slang (see quot. 1874); + four-fallow 
v., to fallow fourfold; four-field course (Agric.), 
a series of crops grown in four fields in rotation ; 
four figures, i.e. an amount of one thousand 
pounds or over (whence four figured adj., that sells 
for four figures) ; four-foil (A7ch.), a quatrefoil ; 
four-foot (way), the space (really 4 {t. 84 in.) 
between the rails on which the train runs; 
four-half (s/ang), half ale, half porter, at four- 
pence a quart; four-horse, four-horsed aajs., 
that is drawn by four horses; four-hours Sc., a 
light refreshment taken about four o’clock ; also 
+ four hours penny (see quot. 1651); four-inch a., 
that measures four inches, also e//z7pt.=four inch 
rope; + four-inched a., four inches wide; four- 
lane-end(s dial., = four-crossways ; + four-mil- 
lioneer, one who is worth four millions of money; 
four-nooked @., four-cornered (ods. exc. dial.) ; 
four-oar, a boat rowed with four oars; four-oared 
a., propelled by four oars or oarsmen; also abso. 
(=four-oared boat); four-part a. (AZuszc), com- 
posed for four parts or voices; four-post, -posted 
adjs., (of a bedstead) having four posts (to support 
a canopy and curtains) ; four-poster, a four-posted 
bedstead; four-pounder, (a) a gun to carry a 
four-pound shot; (4) a loaf four pounds in weight ; 
four-rowed, (of barley) having four rows of awns ; 
four-shilling @., that costs four shillings (in 
quot., + of beer, 4s. the barrel) ; four-strand, (of 
a rope) having four strands; four-tailed band- 
age (see quot.) ; four thieves’ vinegar (see 
quot.) ; four-tooth (see quot.); four-way(s = 
Jour-crossways ; four-way a. (in fovwr-way cock or 
valve), haying communication with four pipes; 
four-winged @., having four wings or wing-like 
appendages ; four-wings (see quot.). 

1883 Dazly News 8 Sept. 3/t Nearly every man seemed to 
order nothing more mischievous than ‘half-a-pint of *four 
ale’, 1867 SmytH Sazlor’'s Word-bk., *Four-cant, a rope 
composed of four strands, 1812-16 J. Smita Panorama Sc. 
& Art 1. 154 Its arch is very often *four-centred, which at 
once decides its date. 1640-1 Lp, J, Dicpy Sf. 7 Ho. 
Cont. 9 Feb. 9 The Lawne sleeves, the *foure corner Cap, 
the Cope. c1440 Promp. Parv. 175/2 *Fowre corneryd, 
guadrangulus, 15.. in Strype Parker App. (1711) No. 40 
Every Hedde of College .. to weare when they goo abrode, 
longe Gownes .. and square or four cornered Capps. 1719 
De For Crusoe u. xv, It [the idol] had..a mouth extended 
four-cornered, like that of a lion. 1823 Scorr Let. to Ld. 
Montagu 18 June in Lockhart, Think of a vile four cor- 
nered house with plantations laid out in scollops. 1607 
TopsELL Four-f— Beasts 509 The common kind of this 
moustrap is made of wood, long, and *foure cornerwise. 
1889 Daily News 21 June 6/3 A “four coupled engine drew 
an excursion train of 13 vehicles. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. 
Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) II. 245 By what is termed the *four- 
course shift, having equal proportions of fallow, barley, 
clover, peas or beans, and wheat in each year. 1894 
ScrivENER Fields § Cities 28 This ‘ Four-Course’ system, 
as it is called, produces five entirely different plants, namely, 
turnips, barley, beans, clover, and wheat. [a 1490 BoTonEeR 


Ttin. (1778) 176 At the crosse yn Baldwyne strete been *111 
crosse wayes metyng.] 1647 W. Browne Polexander 1. 48 


Vou. IV. 


’ *foure incht Bridges. 
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He came to a foure crosse way. 1842 P. Parley’s Ann, III. 
288 Do you mean..that your husband was buried in a four- 
crossways ? He must then have killed himself, 1886 Myers 
Phantasmis of Living 11. 314 *Four-dimensional space (if 
that exists). 1880 Dazly News 20 Oct. 5/1 The unfamiliarity 
of a début in this world to a spirit more at home in *four- 
dimensioned space. 1527 ANDREW Brunswyke’s Distyll. 
Waters Aij, With a *foure dowble clowte, or with hempen 
towe steped in the same .. do as ye dyde before twyse or 
thryse a daye. 1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 
249/2 Wet therin a fourdubble cloth, and applye him theron. 
1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 3990/4 A small Gold Chain 4 double 
fastened to the Watch. 1600 E. BLounr Hosp. Incurable 
fooles 62 A ridiculous and *foure-eared foole. 1614 Breton 
1 would & I would not \xxxii, Wks. (Grosart) I. 10, I would 
I were the gallanst Courtizan, That euer put a four-Ear'de 
Asse to schoole. 1755 Amory JZevz. (1769) I. 199 Some 
people have named this bird [the golden eye] the *four- 
eyes. 1874 Slang Dict., Four eyes, a man or woman 
who habitually wears spectacles. 1879 BoppAmM-WHETHAM 
Roraima 130 The little fish known as ‘Four Eyes’, 
Anableps Tetraophthalmus. 15377 B. Gooce Heresbach’s 
Flush, (1586) 22 b, You must not only twyfallow and 
threefallow your ground, but also *fourfallow it. 1842 
Tennyson Andley Court 33 We .. discuss’d the farm, The 
*four-field system, and the price of grain. 1844 $¥rnd. R. 
Agric. Soc. V. 1. 162 It is usually cropped on the four-field 
or Norfolk course. 1893 PalZ Mail G. 12 Jan. 3/2 The two 
best yearlings sold for *four figures. 1895 Dazly News 7 
Jan. 3/4 The total amount of capital invested in these 
**four-figured’..animals. 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 
vi. iv. 29 The normal of *four-foils is therefore [etc], 1896 
Daily News 9 Mar. 5/5 The body of the lady, who was 
lying in the *four-foot. 1884 Punch 29 Nov. 257/1 Drinks 
anything stronger or dearer than * four-half’. 1768 A. Dick- 
son Treat. Agric. 11. (ed. 2) 254 In a *four-horse plough 
yoked in pairs. 1842 Dickens Azer. Notes (1850) 91/1 The 
mail takes the lead in a four-horse wagon. 1382 Wycuir /sa. 
Ixvi. 15 The Lord in fyr shal come, and as a whirlewynd his 
*foure horsid carres. 1887 BowENn /irg. A2nezd v1. 587 Borne 
on his four-horsed chariot .. Over the Danaan land. 1637 
Ruruerrorp Le?t. (1862) I. 243 We think all is but a little 
earnest, a *four-hours, a small tasting, that we have. .in this 
life. @165x CaLpERwoop Hist. Kirk (1843) Il. 125 When 
the craftsmen were required to assemble .. they went to 
their foure houres pennie. Vo¢e, The name of the after- 
noon refreshment of ale [etc.]..taken at four o'clock. 1870 
Ramsay Remzin. vy. (ed. 18) 118 When I get my four hours, 
that will refresh me. 1858 GLENNY Gard. Every-day Bk. 
254/1 Seedlings .. must be pricked off into *four-inch pots. 
1840 Marryat Poor Yack xii, Here’s a good long piece of 
*four-inch. 1605 SHAKS. Leavy ul. iv. 57 To ride .. ouer 
1787 PreccE in Archeol. VIII. 203 
He being also anathematized, was interred at a *“four-lane- 
end without the city. 1666-7 Drenuam Direct. Paint. u. 
ix. 14 Find out the Cheats of the *four Millioneer. c¢x1205 
Lay. 21999 *Feower noked he is and per inne is feower 
kunnes fisc. 1536 BELLENDEN Croz. Scot. (1821) I, 286 The 
mone beand in opposition, quhen it is maist round, apperit 
suddanly as it war foure nukit. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Fonr- 
neuk’d, square or four-cornered. 1844 Lp, Matmespury 
Mem. (1884) I. 154 We then returned home in the *four-oar. 
1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 2023/4 A six Oared Barge. .and a *four 
Oared Boat. 1861 Dickens Gt. Aafpect. liv, If we had seen 
a four-oared galley going up with the tide. 1870 Dasrnr 
Eventful Life . 141 Leaving the boat-hook of a four-oared, 
which I steered. 1664 Pepys Dzary (1879) III. 79 We sung 
..-Ravenscroft’s *4-part psalms. 1890 E. Prour Counter- 
point 143 Four-part counterpoint. 1818 M. G. Lewis 
Frnt. W. Ind. (1834) 110, I saw none without a “four-post 
bedstead and plenty of bedclothes. 1823 Byron Fan v1. 
xxv, Beds, *Four-posted and silk curtain’d. 1856 Mrs. 
CartyLe LeZt. II, 285, I expect to sleep in my great com- 
fortable four-posted bed. 1836-9 Dickens S%. Boz (1850) 
265/2 His small French bedstead was converted into a 
regular matrimonial *four-poster. 1684 J. PeTer Svzege 
Vienna 109 *Four Pounders. 1854 Mrs. Gasxeit North 
§ 5S. xvii, I ha’ gone and bought a four-pounder out 
o’ another baker's shop to common on such days, 1876 
Bancrort “7st. U. S. 1V. xxv. 573 It was boarded by the 
provincials, who carried off four four-pounders and twelve 
swivels. 1882 J. Harpy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club IX. 
No. 3. 444 It might have been once used for husking big, or 
*four-rowed barley. 1633 [see B. 3a] *Four-shilling beer. 


- 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk. s. v. Ropes, *Hour-strand is 


.. laid with four strands, and acore scarcely twisted. 1844 
Hostyn Med. Dict. (ed. 2), *Hour-tailed bandage. a bandage 
for the forehead, face and jaws. 1868 Paxton’s Bot. Dict., 
* Four thieves’ vinegar, a preparation from Rosmarinus offi- 
cinalis, 1793-1813 Agric. Surv. Dorset 8(E.D.S.), *Hour- 
tooth, a two-year-old sheep. 1598 FLorio, Quadriuio, a 
*fower-way, a way that hath fower turnings, a place where 
fower waies meete. 1891 H. Hatisurton Ochzl [dylls 72 
Peasants flock in from the fields to the four-ways, 1824 R. 
Stuart Hist. Steam Engine 161 A considerable improvement 
on the *fourway-cock. 1841 Brres Gloss. Civ. Engin., Four- 
way Cock..a description of valve. .for passing the steam to 
the cylinder; it was invented by Leopold in about the year 
1720. @1711 Kren Urania Poet. Wks, 1721 IV. 457 She'll 
strive to soar as high, As *four-wing’d Seraphs fly. ¢1755 
Garpvenin Phd, Trans. LI. 931 They are followed by pretty 
large four-winged fruit, 1878 Bett Gegenbaur’s Comp. Anat, 
248 In the other four-winged orders. 1889 Century Dict., 
* Four-qings, a name of the goatsuckers or night-jars of the 
genera Macrodipteryx and Cosmetornis, in which some 
of the flight-feathers are so much elongated that the birds 
seem to have four wings. 

[a. F. 


+ Fourb(e, sd. Ods. Also 7 fowrb. 
fourbe masc. and fem. (two distinct words), f. four- 
dir to FURBISH, taken in fig. sense. Cf. Fos 50,1] 


1. A cheat, an impostor. 

1668 Dennam Passion of Dido 107 Thou art a false Im- 
postor and a Fourbe. 1680 C. Brounr Philostratus 43, 
I have never met with greater Fourbs than those Quaking 
Saints. 1736 Carte Ormonde 11. 273 He was a fourbe in 
his politicks .. and thought to be a secret convert to the 
Roman Catholick Religion. 1761 W. Sanpy Port. [nguis. 
17 (Stanf.) The various tricks put in practice by this notable 
Fourbe, to introduce the Inquisition. 





FOURFOLD. 


2. A trick, an imposture. 

1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol, 133 Many Polititians yeeld 
and perswade, that..fraud and fowrbs are commendable 
and innocent instruments. 169 Baxter Cert. of Worlds 
of Spirits 89, | began to suspect a Fourbe. 

+ Fourb(e, v. Obs. [a. F. fourber, f. fourbe: 
see prec.] trans. To cheat, impose upon, trick. 

1654 Nicholas Papers (Camden) II, 122 Lord Jermyn hath 
lustily fourbed the Queene of all her jewells. 1713 Gentd. 
Instr. (ed. 5) 244, I ask then, how those who fourb’d others 
become Dupes to their own contrivance? 


+Fowrbery. Ods. Also 7 furbery. [ad. F. 
Jourberie, f. fourber ; see prec.] A piece of decep- 
tion ; a fraud, trick, imposture. 

1642 HoweEtt for. Trav.(Arb.) 43 Young Travellers must 
be cautious. .to avoyd one kind of Furbery or cheat, where- 
unto many are subiect. 1690 Secr. His/. Chas. 1I & Fas. 
IT, Pref. Aij b, Let all the world judg of the Furberies and 
Tyranny of those times. 1737 Firtpine 7st. Reg. 11. Wks. 
1882 X. 232 This, sir, I think is a very pretty Pantomime 
trick, and an ingenious burlesque on all the fourberies which 
the great Lun has exhibited in all his entertainments. [1856 
SmytH Catal. Roman Family Coins 165 Alessandro had a 
strong vein of fourberie in ancient matters.] 

Fourbour, var. of FuRBER Ods. 

Fourbusher: see FURBISHER. 

+ Fourch(e, v. Ods. [a. F. fourcher to fork, 
f. fourche fork. | 

1. intr. =Fork v.; spec. of a hart: see quot. 
Hence Fourched ##/. a., forked. 

c 1320 Szr Tristr. 503 Pe rauen he 3aue his 3iftes Sat on be 
fourched tre, On rowe. 1413-22 Venery de Twety in Rel. 
Ant. I, 151 Alleway we calle [a hart one] of the fyrst hed 
tyl that he be of x. of the lasse. And fyrst whan an hert 
hath fourched, and then auntlere ryall, and surryall, and 
forched on the one syde, and troched on that other syde, 
than is he an hert of x. and of the more. 1486 B&. St. Albans 
Ej b, And that in the toppe so when ye may hym keen Then 
shall ye call hym forchyd an hert of tenne. 

2. Law: see FOURCHER. 

1613 Sir H. Fincn Law (1636) 429 The Pl’ and Def. if they 
list, may fourch infinitely by the common Law. 

Fourche, earlier form of FoucH, Oés. 

Fourche, var. f. of ForcuE, Ods., gallows. 

Fourché(e (furje), a. Her. [a. F. fourchée: 
see FORCHE @.] =F ORCHE a, 

1706 Puitxies (ed. Kersey), s.v., A Cross fourché, is a Cross 
forked at each end. 1864 BoutELty, Hem Hist. & Pop. xviii. 
§ x (ed. 3) 288 A lion rampt. arg., the tail fourchée. 


|| Fowrcher. Law. Obs. [Law F. fourcher : 
see FourcH(k v.] A mode of delay practised by 
two defendants in a suit, and consisting in their 
appearing (or being essoined) alternately instead 
of together. 
1602 Les Termes de la Ley 166 Fourcher is a deuice vsed 
to delay the plaintife or demaundant in a suite against two. 
Fourchette (ferfet). [a. F. fourchette, dim. 
of fourche: see Fork 5d.] A fork; something 
forked or resembling a fork. a, Amat. (See quot.) 
1754-64 SMELLIE Midwif, 1. 93 The Fraenum or Four- 
chette, which bounds the inferior part of the Fossa magna 
and os externum. 1844 Hosiyn Dict. Med. (ed. 2), Four- 
chette .. the thin commissure, by which the labia majora of 
the pudendum unite together. 
b. Sarg. A forked instrument formerly used to 
divide the freenum of the tongue when short (Syd. 


Soc. Lex. 1885.) 
1854 in Mayne Laxfos. Lex. 
ce. Ornith. The furcula of a bird. 
1854 in Mayne Zfos. Lex, 1862 J. Smitu Newer Plioc. 
Geol. 14 A marine deposit, containing the bones of. .sea-fowl. 
Foot-n. The fourchette of a diver. 


+ Fourd, v. Ols. rare—!. [Aphetic var. of 
AFFORD.] 7vans. To supply, AFForD. 

18x Disc. Comm. Weal Lng. (1893) 66 He could not 
fourde his paper as good cheape as that came from beyonde 
the seaze. 

+ Fourdrye, v. Ods. rare—'. [? Corruptly ad. 
OF. fouldrié, fouwdroyé, struck by lightning. ] 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Hiiijb, So were the seuen 
cytees brenned and fourdryed in stynkyng sulphure. 

Fourfold (foe 1fowld), a., adv.,andsd. [f. Four 
+-FOLD. | 

A. aaj. 

1. Consisting of four things; made up of four parts. 

¢ 1275 Lay. 1356 To pan lond hii verden pare hii leof folk 
funden fouruald ferde. a@1300 Cursor JZ, 28974 Chastiyng 
o flexs foure fald to tak, In praier, fasting, wand, and wak. 
1660 Bove New Exp. Phys. Mech. ix. 70 A four-fold Ad- 
vantage. 1823 H, J. Brooke Jutrod. Crystallogr. 58 A 
four-fold cleavage, or one in four directions, will produce 
a tetrahedron, 1838 THrrtwaLt Greece II. xi. 4 The four- 
fold distribution of the country.is the foundation of another 
tradition, 1877 A. B. Epowarps Uf Wile xii. 341 The four- 
fold surroundings of Phile—the cataract, the river, the 
desert, the environing mountains. 

2. Four times as great or numerous; quadruple. 

¢ 1000 Ags. Gosf, Luke xix. 8 Gif ic enizne bereafode ic hit 
be feowerfealdum agyfe. 1557 RecorDE Werst. B ij, Quad- 
rupla. 4 tor: 8 to 2..Fowerfolde. a1650 May O/d Couple 
iv. i, 2vd@ Neigh. All happiness betide you. 37d Wezgh. 
And a reward four-fold in th’ other world. 

8. Comb., as fourfold-visaged adj. 

1667 Mitton P. L. vi. 845 Nor less on either side tempes- 
tuous fell, His arrows, from the fourfold-visag’d foure. 

B. adv. In fourfold proportion, 

1535 COVERDALE 2 Sav. xii.6 The shepe also shal he make 

good foure folde. 1873 B, Srewart Conserv. ea Its 


FOUR-FOOT. 


penetrating power is increased nearly fourfold. 1875 
Scrivener Lect. Text N. Test. 7 [They] amount to at least 
fourfold that quantity. 

C. sb. A fourfold amount. + Also sfec.in U. S., 
‘A quadruple assessment for neglect to make 
return of taxable estate’; hence Fou'rfold v., ‘to 
assess in a fourfold ratio” (Webster Comsend. 


Dict. 1806). 

¢1380 Wyciir Sev. Sel. Wks. II. 209 3if y have ought 
bigiled ony Y 3elde ajen pe forefold. 1611 Binte Luke xix. 
8, I restore him foure fold. 1779 Vermont St. Papers 
(1823) 206 The listers shall add the sum total of such addi- 
tions and four-folds, to the sum total before mentioned. 

Four-foot, a. Obs. exc. poet. [f. FouR a. + 
Foor sd.] = Four-FOoren. 

(¢893 K. AELFrED Ores. u. iv. § 3 /Elces cynnes feower- 
fetes feos an. cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. tv. xxx. [xxix,] (1891) 
374 He..nales dzxt aan federfotra neata .. Sone teodan dal 
. sealde.] c1300 Cursor 7. 19848 (Edin.) Alle fourfote bestis 
sa3 he bune. 1732 Swirt Beasts’ Confess. 201 For libelling 
the four-foot race. 1864 SwinBURNE AZalanta 149 Yea, lest 
they smite us with some four-foot plague. 


Fou'r-foo:ted, a. [f Four a. + Foor sd. + 
-ED 2.]_ Having four feet, quadruped. 

c1178 Lamb. Hom. 43 Innan pan ilke sea weren un- 
aneomned deor summe feder fotetd. a@1300 Cursor M. 
19848 All four foted bestes sagh he bun. 1553 EDEN 77ea?. 
Newe Ind. (Arb.) 19 Foure footed beastes. 1714 BERKELEY 
Serm, Wks, 1871 1V. 606 Birds and fourfooted beasts. 1887 
Smr R. H. Roserts /” the Shires ix. 150 Many a four- 
footed friend..would eat from no hand but mine. 

b. Of or pertaining to four-footed animals. 

a 1682 Sir T. Browne Chr. Mor. iii. § 14 Expose not thyself 
by four-footed manners unto monstrous draughts, and cari- 
catura representations, 1698 DryDEN Ovid's Metam. Fables 
(1700) 435 Whose Art in vain From Fight dissuaded the 
four-footed Train. 1840 Hoop Atlmansegg, Her Accident 
vi, The Maid rides first in the fourfooted strife. 

ce. quasi-adv. On four feet. 

1718 Prior Knowledge 631 All the living that four-footed 
-move Along the shore, the meadow, or the grove. 

|| Fourgon (fergon). [a.F. fourgon.] A bag- 
gage-wagon, a luggage-van. 

1848 THackeray Van. Fair |\xii, Lord Bareacres’ chariot, 
Britska, and fourgon, that any body might pay for who liked. 
1866 Mrs. H. Woop St. Martin's Eve xxv. (1874) 309 Your 
wedding-dress is come, with lots more things, nearly a four- 

on full, Louise says. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal. p. xxxix, 

ourgons containing the equipment of Hospital Corps. 

Four-handed, 2. 

1. Having four feet which resemble the hands of 
a man ; quadrumanous, 

1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) 1V. 249 Animals of the 
monkey kind.. From this general description of four-handed 
animals, we perceive what [etc.]. 1833 TENNyson Poems 3 
When, in the darkness over me, The fourhanded mole shall 
scrape. 1846 Owen Brit. Fossil Mammals & Birds 3 
Arboreal Mammalia of the four-handed order. 

2. Suitable for four persons. Also, rarely, of a 
piece of pianoforte music: Adapted for four hands 
(Fr. @ quatre mains), i.e. two players; a duet. 

1824 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 217 If we could 
both have won—if it had been four-handed cribbage, and 
she my partner. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xxix, We'll 
make a four-handed game of it, and take in Groves. 1885 
Pall Mall G. 20 Mar. 5/2 Among those who are wedded to 
their first love of normal chess, the four-handed game does 
not gain much favour, 

+Four-herned, a. Obs. rarve—'. In3 -huyrned. 
[f£ Four+ Hern corner+-xD *.] Four-cornered. 

c12z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 416/462 Po hiet he is desciples pat 
huy ane put four-huyrned him made. 

+ Fourhood. Ods.rare. In5-hede. [f. Four 

+-HEAD, -HOOD.] 

c1400 tr. Secreta Secret., Gov. Lordsh. (EK. E. T. S.) 109 
Yn ffourhede er oon, two, thre, and ffoure, and if pou geder 
hem to-gedre bey make tene; be nombre of ten ys pe per- 
feccion of hem pat enbracen ffourhede. 

Fourierism (ftieriériz’m). [in F. Pouriégrisme, 
f. the name Fourier: see -1SM.] A system in- 
vented by the French socialist Charles Fourier for 


the re-organization of society ; phalansterianism. 

1841-4 Emerson Ess., Nom. §& Real Wks. (Bohn) I. 251 
Mesmerism ..Fourierism, and the Millennial Church .. are 
poor pretensions enough, but good criticism on the science, 
philosophy, and preaching of the day. 1864 R. CHAMBERS 
Bk, Days 7 Apr. 486/1 Fourierism found many adherents in 
France and the United States. 

Fourierist (fi»riérist), [f. as prec. + -1s7.] 
An adherent of the system of Fourierism. 

1843 Emerson Let. in Atlantic Monthly (1892) May 581 
He thinks himself sure of W. H. Channing as a good 
Fourierist. 1856 Lever A/artins of Cro’ M. 386, | was 
pitched out into the gutter..and I got up a Radical, a 
Democrat, a Fourierist. 

2. attrib. or adj. Of the Fourierists ; Fourieristic. 

1870 Athenzum 5 Feb. 187 The Fourierist communities 
were, with one or two exceptions, equally short-lived, 

Hence Fourieristic a, of or pertaining to the 
Fourierists or to Fourierism. 

1883 R. T. Evy #7. § Ger. Socialism 102 All the strictly 
Fourieristic experiments tried in France thus far have failed. 

Fowrierite [See -1rz.] = Fourrerisr. 

1844 Mary HENNELL Soc. Syst. 209 The Fourierites have 
spread themselves. .widely through France. 

attrib. or adj. 1850 Loncr. in L7/ (1891) II. 175 L—at 
me again to edit his book on Fourierite Analogies ! 

Four-in-hand. 

1. A vehicle with four horses driven by one person. 

2793 European Mag. XXIII, 46 Swift thro’ Hyde Park 
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I drive my four-in-hand. 1825 DisrAELi in Smiles Life 7. 
Murray (1891) I. xxvi. 188 The four-in-hands of the York- 
shire squires. 1842 Tennyson Walking to Mail 103 As 
quaint a four-in-hand As you shall see—three pyebalds and 
a roan. 

Jig. 1837 Loner. in Ze (1891) I. 277 This four-in-hand 
of outlandish animals [the foreign instructors at Harvard 
College], all pulling the wrong way, except one. 

2. quasi-adv. With a four-in-hand. 

1812 Compr (Dr. Syntax) Picturesque xx. 145 Thus off they 
went, and, four-in-hand, Dash'd briskly tow’rds the promis’d 
land. 1871 M. Cotiins Mrg. & Merch. II. ix. 276 He drives 
them down four-in-hand. r 

3. attrib. and Comb., as four-in-hand club, -driver, 
-driving ; four-in-hand tie, a kind of neck-tie. 

1849 E. E. Napier Zxcurs. S. Africa 1. 169 A style that 
completely outdoes the .. most renowned members of the 
** Four in hand’ Club at home. 1877 M. M. Grant Szz- 
Maid ii, He considered himself equal to the best whip in the 
Four-in-Hand Club, 1812 Sporting Mag. XX X1X.153 Flash 
*Four-in-Hand and Donkey drivers. 1848 THACKERAY Vaz, 
Fairy x, Boxing, rat-hunting .. and *four in hand driving 
were then the fashion of our British aristocracy. 1892 Pad? 
Mall G. 11 Oct. 7/2 You do not need. .slippers, nor *four-in- 
hand ties. 

b. quasi-ad7. 

1799 Han. More Fem. Educ. (ed. 4) 1. 75 The intrepid 
fe Pa the hoyden .. the swinging arms, the confident ad- 
dress, the regimental, and the four-in-hand. 1807-8 W. 
IrvinG Salmag. iii. (1811) 41 It is excessively pleasant to 
hear a couple of these four-in-hand gentlemen retail their 
exploits over a bottle. 1856 WuytTe Metvitte Ka?e Cov, 
xx, The tobacco-smoking, four-in-hand Miss Coventry. 

Fou r-leaved, a. [f. Four + Lear + -EpD?.] 
Having four leaves. 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Four-leaved tendril. 1839 
Lover #our-leaved Shamrock 1 Vl seek a four-leaved 
shamrock in all the fairy dells. 1847 Loner. £v. 1. iii. 19 
The marvellous powers of four-leaved clover. 

b. Pour-leaved grass: + &. a four-leaved variety of 

Trifolium repens; b. the plant Paris guadrzfolia, 

c1450 Alphita (Anecd, Oxon.) 152/1 Quadrafolium, fowr- 
leuedgras. 1597 GerarDE Herbal 1029 ‘The other is called 
Lotus quadrifolia, or fower leafed Grasse, or purple Woort. 
1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 1112 Quadrifolium fuscum. 
Fower leafed or purple grass. 1863 Prior Plant-n. 86 Four 
leaved grass..the Herb Trulove, Paris guadrifolia. 

Fourling (foo1lin). [f Four sd. + -L1NnG.] 

1. ‘One of four children born at the same time’ 
(Ogilvie 1855 and mod. Dicts.). ; 

2. Min. A twin crystal made up of four inde- 
pendent individuals (Cez¢. Dact.). 

+Fou'rment. Oés. rare. [a. F.fourment, 16th 
c. var. of froment, ad. L. frumentum.] Corn; 
rendering L. frumentum. 

r6or Hoitanp Pliny I. 557 Of all graine, there are two 
principall kinds. .first Fourment, containing vnder it wheat 
and Barley, and such like: secondly, Pulse. 

+Fourneau. JZ/. Obs. [a. F. fourneau, lit. 
oven, OF. fornel:—late L. type furnellus, dim. of 

Jurnus (F. four) oven.] = FoRNELLO. 

1678 tr. Gaya’s Arms of War 56 Blowing up the Bastions 
of a Place besieged, by means of Mines and Fourneaus. 

+ Fourneil. 0ds. rare—1. [a. OF. fornel fur- 
nace, kiln: see FouRNEAU.] A kiln. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 195 b/2 As I wente .. after one of 
my sowes I fonde a fourneil of lyme meruelously grete. 

+ Fournie. Obs. 

1548 Privy Council Acts (1890) If. 174 Fournies for car- 
touches, v...canvas for cartouches, | elles. 

Fournymente, var. of FURNIMENT. Ods. 


Four o’clock. 

1. (More fully four o'clock flower.) A name for 
the plant AZrabilis Jalapa or Marvel of Peru. 

1756 P, Browne Yamaica 166 Jalap or Four-o-clock- 
flower. 1794 Martyn Roussean’s Bot. xvi. 211 In the west 
Indian Islands, where it [Marvel of Peru] is very common, 
they call it four o’clock flower. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle 
Tom's C. iv, Here also .. various brilliant annuals, such as 
marigolds, petunias, four-o’clocks, found an indulgent corner, 
1882 J. Smita Dict. Plants 269 Marvel of Peru (Mirabilis 
Falapa).. This and JZ. longiflora are handsome garden 
plants, opening their pretty tube-like flowers .. in the after- 
noon, hence called Four o’clock-flower. 

2. The Australian friar-bird, Philemon cornicu- 
latus, so called from its cry. 

1848 J. Goutp Birds Austral. IV. Descr. pl. 58, Tropido- 
rhynchus Corniculatus. Friar Bird. From the fancied 
resemblance of its notes to those words, it has obtained from 
the Colonists the various names of..‘ Four o'clock’, etc. 

3. A seed-head of the dandelion. Cf. one o’clock. 

1883 TatmacE in Chr. Globe 13 Sept. 819/1 The hand that 
had plucked four o’clocks in the meadow. 

4. A light meal taken by workmen about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. 

1825 Jamieson Supp. s.v. Mour-hours, A slight refresh- 
ment taken by workmen in Birmingham is called a four 
o'clock, 1841 HAartsHoRNE Salop. Antig. 432 Four o'clock, 
alunch or bait taken by labourers at this hour in the harvest. 
1881 Oxf. Gloss. Supp., Hour o'clock, a tea in the hayfield. 

Fourpence (foo'xpéns). [f. Four a. + Pencn.] 
A sum of money or coin equal to four pennies, 


Fourpence-halfpenny : see quots. 1722, 1860, 

The Irish shilling of Elizabeth circulated in England 
under the name and at the value of ‘ninepence’; it is 
inferred that the ‘fourpence-halfpenny’ was the Irish 
sixpence of the same period. 

1722 Dr For Col. Fack (1840) 46 Ninepences, and four- 
pence-halfpennies..Scotch and Irish coin. 1852 R. S. Sur- 
TEES Sfonge’s Sp, Tour (1893) 319 ‘ Well, there's sixpence 
for you, my good woman’, said he. .‘ It’s nabbut fourpence’, 
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observed the woman. 1860 Bartietr Dict. Amer. s.v. 
Federal Currency, The [Spanish] half real .. is called .. in 
New England, fourpence ha’penny, or simply fourpence, 
1872 O. W. Hotmes Poet Break/.-t. iii. (1885) 75 Give me 
two fo’pencehappenies for a ninepence. 

Fourpenny (f6°1peni), a. 
PENNY. ] 

1. That costs or is valued at four pence. /our- 
penny ale, ale sold at four pence a quart ; fourpenny 
dit or piece, a silver coin of the value of four pence ; 
so fourpenny-halfpenny piece. 

1597 1st Pt. Return fr. Parnass. i. i. 517 Simple plaine 
felowes..that weare foure-pennie garters. 1678 Lond. 


[f. Four a. + 


. Gaz. 
No. 1348/4 Three pieces of Four-peny broad black taffaty 
Ribon. 1691 Locke Lower. Interest Wks. 1727 II. 97 A 
sufficient Quantity of Four-penny, Four-penny half-penny, 
and Five penny Pieces should be coined. 1756 Monitor I. 
No. 25. 220 How often do we see these fourpenny boarders, 
in red coats, turning the family out of their beds. 1868 
Yates Rock Ahead 111. i, He looked as if he’d lost a four- 
penny-piece. 1871 M. Cottins A/7q. § Merch. I. ii, 61 He 
set..to work to intoxicate himself with fourpenny ale. 1 
Pall Mall G. 27 Nov. 2/3 The once familiar fourpenny bits 
have ceased from circulation. : 
b. quasi-sb. A fourpenny piece. 

1883 STEVENSON Treasure Isl. 1. i, He promised me a 
silver four-penny on the first of every month, t ‘ 

2. Fourpenny nazi [see Penny a.]: a nail 1} in. 
long, of which 4 lbs. go to the ‘thousand’ (i.e. 10 


nominal hundreds or 1120). 

1481 Nottingham Rec. 11. 320 Et de dimidio centum de 
forpeny nayl. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 244 Another sort 
are four Penny, and six Penny Nails. c1850 Audim. Navig. 
(Weale) 135 Nazis of sorts are, 4, 6, 8..and 4o-penny nails, 

Fou'rrier. Ods. exc. Hist. or as an alien word. 
Also 7-8 fourier. [a. F. fourrier, var. of OF. + 
Jorrier: see FORAYER. ] 

1, =FOoRAYER. 

1481 Caxton Godeffroy \xxxiii. 131 They made semblaunt 
for to take fourriers and the horses nyghe them. 1604 E, 
Grimstone /Jist. Siege Ostend 30 The Arch-duke had caused 
a Fourrier or Harbinger..to be put in prison. 1646 Buck 
Rich. I1I, 1. 34 This was the preparative and fourrier of the 
rest, 1823 Scott Quentin D. xxviii, He that decoyed us 
into this snare shall go our fourrier to the next world, to 
take up lodgings for us. ‘ : 

2. Aquartermaster. Also brigadier-fourrier (see 


quot. 1895). 

1678 tr. Gaya’s Art of War 11. 47 The Fourier ought to 
have a List of all the Soldiers of aCompany. 178z in Simes 
Mil. Guide (ed. 3) 7 He makes the Fourier mark the head- 
quarters, and the quarters of the General Officers. 1895 
Daily News 22 Oct. 6/4 He had worked his way up to the 
enviable position of brigadier-fourrier, a sub-officer charged 
with accounts, lodging of men, etc. 

Fourscore (foe'iskoe1), a. [f. Four a.+ Score 
sb.] Four times twenty, eighty. Formerly current 
as an ordinary numeral; now arch. or rhetorical. 

c 1250 Gen. §& Ex. 2911 Fowre score 3er he was hold. 1297 
R. Grove. (1724) 382 Po deyde he in be 3er of grace a pou- 
send.. And four score and seuene. 1340 HampoLe Pr, 
Consc. 754 If in myghtfulnes four score yhere falle, Mare es 
thair swynk and sorow with-alle. c1585 R. Browne Avsw. 
Cartwright 58 The fourescore and nynthe Psalme. 1598 
Suaxs. Merry W. 1. i. 56, I haue liued foure-score yeeres, 
and vpward. 1600 — A. Y, L. 1. iii. 74 At seauenteene 
yeeres, many their fortunes seeke But at fourescore, it is 
too late a weeke. ¢1720 Prior Daphne § Apollo 70 We 
mortals seldom live above fourscore. 1750 CHESTERF. Le?r, 
(1792) II. ccxix. 345 An Italian book .. written by one Al- 
berti about fourscore or a hundred years ago. 1870 BryANT 
Iliad 1. . 64 Nestor who came To war on Troy with four- 
score ships and ten. 1871 Mortey Vodtazre (1886) 5 The 
fourscore volumes which he wrote are the monument .. ofa 
new renascence. 1878 O. W. Hotmes School-boy (1879) 
73 Fourscore, like twenty, has its tasks and toys. 

+ Fou'rscorth, a. Obs. [f. Fourscore a.: see 
-TH.] Hightieth. 

1571 Gotpinc Calvin on Ps. xlv.1 In the fowerscorthe 
Psalme, there is put y® plurall nomber (Lillyes). 1587 — 
De Mornay viii. 100 What euidentnesse or certeintie is there 
in the Greeke histories afore the fourescorth Olympiade. 
1657 North’s Plutarch Add. Lives (1676) 2 (Constantine) 
Great Britain, of which he was the fourscorth King. 1713 
Appison Guardian No, 137 ®7 An Aunt..who. .is supposed 
to have died a Maid in the fourscorth Year of her Age. 

Foursenery, var. f. of ForceNERY. Ods. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 428 b/t Madde folke..were de- 
lyuerd fro theyr foursenerye or madnesse. 

Foursenyd, var. of forcened: see FORCENE. 

c1500 Melusine xlii. 315 They that are foursenyd with yre. 

Foursome (f6°1s)m), a. and sd. Se. [f. Four 
@.+-S0OME.] A. adj. 

1. Four (together). Also adsol. 

1s.. Douctas K. Hart 1. 198 The fouresum baid and 
huvit on the grene. c1560 A. Scott Poems (S. T. S.) il. 145 
For, wer 3e foursum in a flok, I compt 30w nota leik. 

b. Used for the nonce as adv. 

1875 Morris 4 meid vii. 509 Come from the cleaving of 
an oak with foursome driven wedge. 

2. Performed by four persons together. 

1814 Scotr Wav. xxviii, Dancing full merrily in the 
doubles and full career of a Scotch foursome reel. 1884 J. 
Payne 1001 W/s, 1X. 388 The Murebbes or foursome song 
occurs once only in the Nights. 

B. sb. Golf. A match in which four persons take 
part, two playing on each side. 

1867 Cornh. wee: Apr. 493 Perhaps you find three men 
who, with yourself, will ieee a good foursome. 

Four-square, @. (adv.), and sé, [f. Four a. 
oF Souanr t 


FOURTEEN. 


A. adj. Having four equal sides; square. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 19843 A mikel linnen clath four squar 
Laten dun, him thoght was bar. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 
1. ili, There was sene in the chircheyard ayenst the hyghe 
aulter a grete stone four square. 1523 Fitzuers. Husd. 
§ 34 Whyte wheate is lyke polerde wheate in the busshell 
-.and the eareis foure-square. 1634 Sir T. Hersert Zvav. 
59 Adjoyning is another foure-square room. 1745 Exiza 
Heywoop Female Spect. (1748) 11. 279 A four-square looking- 
glass. 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps vi. 164 The four-square 
keep of Granson. 

transf, and fig. 1603 Hottanp Plutarch's Mor. 1304 Six- 
teene is a number quadrangular or foure-square. 1877 Dow- 
DEN Shaks. Print, vi. 135 Goneril is..the more incapable of 
any hatred which is not solid and four-square. 1886 LoweLL 
Wks. (1890) VI. 176 One of Aristotle’s four-square men, 
capable of holding his own in whatever field he may be cast. 

b. quasi-adv. In a square form or position. 

1430 Two Cookery-bks. 1. 46 Caste by Fe cake round a- 
bowte, & close hym four-square. 1822-3 FirzuHers. Hzsd, 
§ 13 Bere barleye..hathe an eare thre ynches of lengthe or 
more, sette foure square. 1852 TENNyson Death Dk. 
Wellington 39 That tower of strength Which stood four- 
square to all the winds that blew ! 

Jig. 1845-6 Trencu Hrils, Lect. Ser. 1. iii. 47 We have a 
Gospel which stands four-square, with a side facing each 
side of the spiritual world. 1877 L. Morris Efe Hades 
mt. 260 It is strength To live four-square. 1884 WaRFIELD 
in Chr. Treas. Feb. go/xr A masterly argument .. set four- 
square against all possible opposition. 

B. sd. A figure having four equal sides. 

1587 Gotpinc De Mornay xv. 241 A fiuesquare conteineth 
both a Fowersquare and a Triangle. 1613 M. Riptry 
Magn, Bodies 32 You may forme the stone .. into a foure- 
square. 1696 Temple Z's. iii. § 2 (ed. 4) 175 Peking .. isa 
regular Four-square; the Wall of each side is six Miles in 
length. 1787 M. Cutter in Life, Frul. §& Corr. (1888) I. 
224 The whole roof forms the base of the steeple in a four- 
square. 1844 Upton Physioglyphics 174 It is then of a shape 
between a circle and four-square. 

Hence } Fou'r-squared Z//. a. = FouR-SQUARE @. 
Also Foursquarewise adv., forming a square. 

1513 DoucLas nes vil. ix. 78 He Stude schydand ane 
four squayr akyne tre. 1535 CoveRDALE Law. iii. 9 He 
hath stopped vp my wayes with foure squared stones. 1551 
Turner Herbal. Oij, Walwurt .. hath a forsquared stalk 
and full of ioyntes. 1610 HoLtanp Camden's Brit. 1. 701 
The West part, is compassed in with a uerie faire wall and 
the river together, fouresquarewise. 1694 Motyneux in 
Phil. Trans. XVIII. 181 Our Irish Basaltes is composed of 
Columns, whereof none are four-squared. 
Rabelais w. xl, 160 It threw..four squar’d Steel Boults. 

Fourteen (fooitzn, fooittn), a. and sb, Forms: 
1 fé0werténe, -tyne, Vorthumd. -téno, 2 fower- 
tene, 3 feo(u)wertene, 3 furten, fourtine, 
south. vourtene, (6 fowertene), 4-6 four(e)ten, 
(4 faurten), 6-7 fourteene, 6- fourteen. [OE. 
féowerténe = OF ris. fiuwertine, OS. fiertetn (Du. 
veertein), OG, frorzehan (MHG. vierzehen, mod. 
Ger, wierzehn), ON. fiértan (Sw. fjorton, Da. 
Jjorten), Goth. fidwortathun: see Four and -TEEN.] 
The cardinal number composed of ten and four, 
represented by the symbols 14, xiv, or XIV. 

A. as adj. 

1. In concord with the sb. expressed. 

c950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. i, t7 From oferfaer babilones 
wid to crist cneuresua feower-teno. 1297 R. Grouc, (Rolls) 
5491 Aboute vourtene 3er king per after he nas. 1340 Ham- 
POLE Pr. Conse. 6552 Omang alle bat par has bene sene, I 
fynde wryten paynes fourtene. 1490 Caxton Eneydos xxxi. 
119 Whan this foureten persones were come to Crete the 
kyng made theym to be putte wythin the forsayd house. 
1538 WrioTHESLEY Chron, (1875) I. 79 Fowertene yeares 
past. 1611 Biste 1 Chron. xxv. 5 Fourteene sonnes. 175% 
Affect. Narr. Wager 24 Our ill-fated Vessel struck abaft on 
a sunken Rock, in fourteen Fathom Water. 1894 C. W. 
Boase Reg, Coll. Exon, p. xxxii, The fellowships were.. 
tenable for rather less than fourteen years. 

+h. (A) fourteen night (rarely fourteen day): 

a fortnight. Ods. 

a1ooo Laws of Ine § 55 Ob-Set feowertyne niht ofer 
Eastron. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 123 Easter dei be nu bid to 
dei on fowertene niht. c1z0s Lay. 28236 Ah feowertene 
niht fulle pere lei ba uerde. c1zg0 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 65/406 
And fourtene nizt pare-aftur-ward., 1477 Surtees Misc. 
(1888) 27 The purpressures come in this day xiiij day. 1561 
Hottysusu Hom. Afpoth. 39 Do this a fourten night and it 
shall auoyde. 1726 Lapy M. W. Montacu Let. to C’tess 
Mar 15 Apr., I have been confined this fourteen-night to 
one floor. ‘aye, 

2. With ellipsis of sb. 

1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxliv. 303 With other tounes 
fortresses and vyllages in to the nombre of fourtene. 1592 
Suaxs. Rom. & Ful. 1. iii. 13-14 Ile lay fourteene of my teeth 
..shee’s not fourteene. 1685 Baxter Paraphr. N. 7. Matt. 
i. 14, I reduce them to fourteen in the recitation, for memory- 
sake. 1818 Scorr Heart Midi. viii, A tall gawky silly- 
looking boy of fourteen or fifteen. 

+3. =FOURTEENTH a. Obs. 

¢1300 R. Grouc. (Rolls) App. xx. 261 In be kinges fourtebe 


3ere [v.~. fourtene 3eer of pe kyng] hure sone henri com Of 


king dauid of scotlond. ¢ 1430 Freemasonry 245 The fourtene 
artycul .. Scheweth the mayster how he schal don, 1553 
Witson Rhetorike (1567) 35a, The fowertene of Julie. 

4. Combd., as fourteen-foot a., fourteen feet in 
length; fourteen-gun a., (a vessel) carrying four- 
teen guns; + fourteen-shilling piece the Scottish 


‘merk’ (see quot. 1695). 

1695 Act Priv. Counc. Scot. in Cochran-Patrick Rec. 
Coinage Scot. 11. 252 The value of thretteen shilling four 
pennies was never put upon the merk peice after they were 
raised to fourteen shilling, neither were they tearmed 
therafter merk peices but fourteen shilling peices. 1862 
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Latuam Channel Ts?. m1. xvii. (ed. 2) 400 A fourteen-gun 
schooner..some boats, and forty men constituted the 
authority. 1890 Botprewoop Col. Refornter (1891) 120 
A fourteen-foot whip in your hand. 

B. as sd. 

1. The abstract number fourteen. 

c10s0 Byrhtferth’s Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 302 
Twia seofon beod feowertyne. 

+2. A fourteen shilling piece: see A. 4. Ods. 

1693 Sc. Presbyt. Elog. (1738) 129 The Preacher seeing 
him in Church, took a Fourteen out of his Pocket. 

3. pl. Candles fourteen to the pound. 

= Goole Weekly Times 14 Sept. 4/5 Dip Candles (Four- 
teens). 

Fourteener (foeitinor). [f. prec. +-ur1.] 

a. A poem of fourteen lines. vare—1, b. A 
line of fourteen syllables. Also attrib. 

1829 Lams Let. to Procter xvii. 157 Study that sonnet .. 
and was this a fourteener to be rejected by a trumpery 
annual? 1884 Saintspury Ess. Eng. Lit. (1891) 350 Few 
men manage the long ‘fourteener’ with middle rhyme 
better than Lockhart. 1887 — Hist. Elizab. Lit. i. 9 ‘The 
attempt to arrange the old and apparently almost indigenous 
‘eights and sixes’ into fourteener lines and into alternate 
fourteeners and Alexandrines, 

Fourteenth (fos1tznp, foo-itmp), a. and sé. 
Forms: 1 féowertéoda, -teoz8a, 3 fourteothe, 
fowrtude, 3-4 four-, south. vourtepe, fourtend, 
(3 four-, fortend), 4 faurtend, fourtenpe, 
-teneth, 6- fourteenth. [OE. /dowertéoda, f. 
jéowertyné FourRtEEN on the analogy of 7éoda 
tenth. (For the subsequent history of the forms 
ef. Firrgentu.)] The ordinal numeral belonging 
to the cardinal fourteen. 

A. adj. in concord with sb. expressed; also 
ellipt, Fourteenth part: one of 14 equal parts 
into which a whole is divided. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. iv. (2890) 32 Se wes feowerteoba 
fram Agusto bam casere. ?a1000 Martyrologium 82 On 
bone feowerteozdan deez pes mondes bid para haligzra 
browung sancte Victores ond sancte Coronan, a@1225 
Fuliana 79 Pe fowrtude Kalende of mearch pat is seodden. 
1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 408 Pe vourtebe day of Jenyuer vor 
honger panne hii wende. c1300 St. Brandan 331 The 
thretteoth [brother] fram the to the ylle of ankres schal 
wende, And the fourteothe to helle al quic. 1340 HamroLe 
Py. Consc. 6581 Pe fourtend payne despayre es cald. 1579 
Furke Heskins’ Parl, 181 The fourteenth Chapter ex- 
poundeth the same text. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. i. 
vii. § 3 The fourteenth of Nisan was passed before the 
sanctification of the Temple was finished. 1805 W. SAUNDERS 
Min. Waters 18 Aquatic trees .. contain only about a four- 
teenth part of their weight of solid matter. 1861 M. Pattison 
Ess. (1889) I. 44 The massive and imposing style of the 


fourteenth century. 
B. sé. a. A fourteenth part. b. Mus. The oc- 


tave or replicate of the seventh. 

1597 Mortey Jutvod. Mus. 71 Phi. Which distances make 
discord? Za. A ninth, aleuenth, a fourteenth, etc, 1800 
Younc in Phil. Trans. XCI. 59 Its transverse diameter must 
be diminished one-fourteenth..of an inch. 

Hence Fourteenthly adv., in the fourteenth 
place. 

a1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts m. (1704) 322/t 
Fourteenthly, They ought to Sign Estimates, 1691-8 
Norris Pract. Disc, (1711) III. 170 And Fourteenthly, 
That our Blessed Lord himself was thus treated. 

Fourth (foerp), a. and sb. Forms: 1 féor%8a, 
féowerda, Northumb. féarda, (2 fore), 2-3 
feorSe, (3 feorthe, foerth, south. veorSe), 3-4 
ferpe, south. verp(e, fierp(e, (4 firpe, 5 firthe), 
3-5 fe(e)rthe, 3-6 ferth, (3-4 feirth, ferith, 
feurth, furth, firth), 4-5 furthe, (furpe, forthe, 
fourpe, -the), 3-6 ferd(e, (3-4 feird, south. 
veorde, 4 feyrd, fyrde, furde, 6 Sc. faird), 4-6 
ford(e, 4-7 fourt(e, (4 fowrte, forte), 5-6 
fowerth, (5 faw-, fowrith, fowrth(e), 3—- fourth. 
[OE. féorda, corresp. to OS. fiordo (Du. vzerde), 
OHG. fiordo (MUG. vierde, mod.G. vierte), ON. 
Jfiorbe (Sw., Da. fyerde) :—OTeut. */(@)(w)orfo-n- 
repr. Com. Aryan *geturto- or *getwrto-, whence 
Skr. caturtha, OSl. ceturitit, Gr. térapros, L. 
guartus.| The ordinal numeral belonging to the 
cardinal four. 


A. adj. 

1. In concord with the sb. expressed. 

Fourth estate: see Estate sd. 7 b. 

cgso Lindisf: Gosp. Matt. xiv. 25 Diu feorda waccen nehtes. 
c1175 Lamb, Hom. 13 Honora patrem tuum et matrem tuam 
pet wes be feowerde heste bet godalmihti het. c1z50 Gen. 
& Ex. 157 Ford glod Gis ferde dais ni3t, So cam Se fifte dais 
ligt. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chyvon. (1810) 82 In his ferbe 3ere 
he went tille Aluerton. c1400 Desty. Troy v. 2007 ‘The 
furthe day fell all pe fuerse wyndes. 1486 Bk. St, Albans 
Ejb, The fowrith yere a Stagge call hym by any way. 
1388 A, Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. 109 Euerie fourt ferie 
(callid wenesday). 1637-50 Row Hest. Kirk (1842) 127 The 
ferd Acte condemned the Presbiterie as ane judgement not 
allowed by the King’s law. 1674 PLayrorD Skild Mus. u. 112 
For the Tuning of your Violin. .the Bass or Fourth String 
is called G sol re ut. 

2. With ellipsis of the sb. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 39 pat forde is bat pu scalt wakien for 
pines drihtenes luue. @ 1300 Te Commandm. 33 in E. E. P. 
(1862) 16 Pe verp, loue pi neizbore as bine owe bodi, 1377 
Lanct. P. PZ. B. xiv. 294 pe fierthe is a fortune pat florissh- 
eth pe soule Wyth sobrete fram all synne, 1435 Wotting- 
han Rec, 11, 360 And ilk of thre payis, iiijs. vijd., and y° 
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forte, iijs. 1562 BuLteyn Bk. Sineples 52 b, It is hotte and 
drie, in the thirde degree, and in the beginnyng of the 
fowerth. 1669 Sturmy Mariner's Mag. 1. 33 Three Right 
Lines being given, To find a fourth in proportion to them. 
b. esp. with ellipsis of ‘day’. Zhe fourth (of 
July) U.S., the anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence ; also attrzd. Also quasi-sd. in A. 

1827 Loner. in Zz/é (1891) I. viii. r21 We did not celebrate 
the ‘glorious Fourth’ here. 1888 Lowe. Px. Wks. (1890) 
VI. 202 This is what may be called the Fourth of July 
period of our history. 1891 C. James Rom. Rigniarole 74 
As I write I picture, here in my lonely study, bright Fourths 
of June. 1894 Westm. Gaz. 2 Jan. 6/1 The amounts pass- 
ing through on the 4ths of the months for 1893. 

3. fourth part, + deal: one of four equal parts 
into which a thing may be divided. See also 
FARTHINGDEAL. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp, Luke iii. 1 Feorpan deles rica. ¢1350 
[see Deatsd.1 1b]. 1375 Barsour Bruce 1x. 593 For gif thai 
fled, thai vist that thai Suld nocht weill ferd part get away. 
?ax1400 Morte Arth, 946 The fourtedele a furlange be-twene 
pis he walkes. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxiii. 221 Yet 
saw I neuer the ferth part of the wynge fyght. 1585 T. 
Wasuinoton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. u. v. 35 Two buts of wine 
of Chio, two fourth parts of muscadell. 1893 STEVENSON in 
Daily News 1x Apr. 6/3 Of the remaining three-fourth parts 
of my said father’s estate, one-fourth part of the three-fourth 
parts I give and bequeath [etc.], 


B. sé. 

1. The fraction indicated by a unit in the fourth 
place in the sexagesimal, decimal, or any other 
system of fractional notation having a constant 
modulus. Hence, in Scotland, a weight of ac- 
count, =ay¢77e (ie. +24") of a grain Scots. 

1594 Brunpevic Exerc. 1. xxvii. (ed. 7) 65 They divide 
every whole thing that had no usuall parts into 60 minutes, 
and every minute into 60 seconds, and every second into 
60 thirds, and so forth into 60 fourths, fifths, sixths [etc.]. 
1604 Proclam. Fames I. in Ruding Coinage Gt. Brit. (1840) 
I. 363 Pieces of Gold..v.s. 1 denier 23 grains 7 primes, 
18 seconds, 8 thirds, to? fourths. 1608 R. Norton tr. S¢eviz's 
Disme Cij, 3() 7(2) 5) 9(4), that is to say, 3 Primes, 
7 Seconds, 5 Thirds, 9 Fourths .. of..valew. 1674 JEAKE 
Arith. (1696) 209 As to set down 3 Fourths, and 4 Fifths, 
thus, 0,00034. 

2. =Lourth part. 

1741 tr. D’Argens Chinese Lett. xxxi. 229 The idle Fables 
and gross Lyes, with which Three-fourths of the European 
Authors stuff their Works. 1892 E. K. Bryru in Law 
Times XCIII. 489/r The cases requiring pleadings are not 
more at the outside than a fourth of the contested cases. 

3. Mus. A tone four diatonic degrees above or 
below any given tone; the interval between any 
tone and a tone four degrees distant from it; the 


harmonic combination of two such tones. 

1897 Mortey Jztrod. Mus. 71 Phi. Which distances make 
discord or dissonant sounds? Ja. All such as doe not 
make concords: as a second, a fourth. 1674 PLayrorp 
Skill Mus. 1.v. 20 This Rule serves for the rising of Fourths 
or Fifths, etc. 1788 Cavatto in Phil. Trans. LX XVIII. 
238 When those sounds are considered with respect to the 
first, they are called. .the prime or key-note. .fourth, fourth 
major, [etc.]. 1869 OusELEY Counterp. ii. 6 The fourth, 
which in strict counterpoint is always treated as a discord. 
1879 Grove Dict. Mus. I. s.v., Fourth is an interval 
comprising two whole tones and a semitone. It is called 
a fourth because four notes are passed through in going 
from one extreme of the interval to the other. 

4. pl. Articles of the fourth degree in quality. 

1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain § Gl. 186 Crown glass is 
sold, according to its quality, under four different denomin- 
ations—firsts, seconds, thirds, and fourths. 1890 Daddy 
News 7 Jan. 2/7 Butter .. classified as follows :—Firsts, o ; 
seconds, 9}; thirds, 36 ; fourths, 9. 

+5. Ly fourths: by fours. Obs. 

¢1430.Art of Nombrynge (E, E. T, S.) 17 First thow most 
compt the figures by fourthes, that is to sey in the place of 
thousandes, 


C. Comb.: fourth-born a., that is born fourth ; 
Fourth-day, the name given by members of the 
Society of Friends to Wednesday; fourth-hand a., 
that has passed through the hands of four persons ; 


fourth wheel (see quot.). 

1589 Mirr. Mag., Dk. Clarence viii, The *fowerth borne. 
1g9z_ Warner AZd. Eng. vul. xi. 196 Gylford Dudly fourth- 
borne Sonne vnto Northumberland Had married her. 1697 
S. Sewatt Diary 14 Sept. (1878) I. 459 *Fourth-day was a 
storm, else might have husbanded it so as to have come to 
Rehoboth that night. 1820 J. H. Wirren in A. A. Watts 
Life A. Watts (1884) I. 102 She .. must necessarily lay the 
matter before the monthly meeting next fourth day. 1599 
Marston Sco. Villanie 1. ii. 176 Tail’d, and retail'd, till to 
the pedlers packe, The *fourth-hand ward-ware comes. 1884 
Britten Watch and Clockm.,*Fourth Wheel, the wheel in 
a watch that drives the escape pinion, and to the arbor of 
which the seconds hand is attached. 


b. Prefixed to certain sbs., as class, forme, rate, 
etc, forming a comb. which is used attrib, and 
passes occas. into an aaj., and through the absolute 
use into a sb. Fourth-class matter (U.S. Postal 


system), matter containing merchandise. , 

1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2453/2 Their Majesties Ship the 
Nonsuch, a small fourth Rate of 36 Guns. 1694 /did. No. 
3021/3 This day were Launched .. two new fourth Rate 
Ships. 1857 Hucues 7om Brown 1. vi, The fourth form 
are uncertain in their belief. /d7d. 1. vii, [A] fourth-form 
boy. 1889 Advance (Chicago) 7 Mar. 190 More sham than 
school, taught by fourth-rate teachers, because they are cheap. 

Hence Fourthly adv., in the fourth place, + for 
the fourth time. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 8b, Fourthly they 
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FOUR-WENT. 


must trust onely in the grace & mercy of god, 1613 SyLves- 
TER (Zit/e), Du Bartas his Deuine Weekes and Workes .. 
Now fourthly corr: and augm, 1772 Aun. Reg. 247/2 
Fourthly, Because [etc.]. 

Fourvey(e, var. of Forvay v. Ods. 

Four-went, a. dial. [f. Four + went, pa. pple. 
of WEND to turn.] Only in four-went way(s, a point 
where four roads meet. 

1777 T. FisHer Kent. Trav. Comp. (1787) 50 This lane will 
bring the traveller to a four-went way. 1865 JZouthly 
Packet June 609 A ‘ four-want-way’, where suicides were 
buried in times past. / 

Four-wheel. A four-wheeled carriage. 

1848 CLoucu Sothie 1. 45 In the four wheel they drove to 
the place of the clansmen’s meeting. 1859 Hucues Scour- 
ing W. Horse vi. 119, 1 would go behind in the four-wheel. 

Fou‘r-wheeled, a. [f. Four a. + WHEEL sd, 
+-ED *.]_ Having or running upon four wheels. 

1622 in Crt. & Times Fas. [ (1849) 11. 327 One[proclama- 
tion] against four-wheeled carts or waggons, that with their 
weight mar and tear the highways. 1725 Porr Odyss, 1x. 
286 Scarce twenty four-wheel’d cars, compact and strong, 
The massy load could bear. 1865 TroLLorE Belton Est. i. 
14 The four-wheeled carriage. .came to the door. 

transf. 1876 T. Harpy L£thelberta (1890) 230 She might 
pull up some distance short of the castle, and leave the ass 
at a cottage before joining her four-wheeled friends. 

Four-whee'ler. [f. Four + WHEEL sd. +-ER1.] 
A vehicle with four wheels; es. a four-wheeled 


hackney carriage. 

1846 Jas. TayLor Upfer Canada 26 Farmers’ wives .. 
enter the market with their neat four-wheeler and pair. 
1860 All Year Round No. 44. 415 A four-wheeler is let to 
a driver for about twelve shillings a day. 1874 W. Brack 
Princ. Thule x, He, having sent on all their luggage by a 
respectable old four-wheeler, got into the hansom beside her. 

+ Fous, a. Ods. Forms: 1 fis, 2-3 fus, (3 
fuus, fuss), 3-5 fous, (south. vous(e). [OE. fis 
=OS. fés, OHG. funs, ON. fiiss:—OTeut. */nso- 
:—pre-Teut. *Jyt-to-, f. root *pent-, pont-, put- to 
go, set out; cf, Finp, FAND, FounpD vds.] Eager, 
ready. Const. with of, fo, and zvf. 

Beowulf (Z.) 1805 Weron eéelingas eft to leodum fuse to 
farenne. ¢ 1200 ORMIN 16997 He wass fus tolernenn. a 1300 
Cursor M, 21881 He sends us pis all in warning..Ofvrsaul 
to be ai fus. dd. 23749 Pe flexs es ai to filthes fus. 1460 
Lybeaus Disc. 288 To dele ech man rappes Ever he was fous. 

Hence Fou'se v., zztr. and ¢rans., to hasten, 

Substituted in the later text of Layamon Il. 19546 and 
29780 for Fuse (#). 

Fousie, -y: see Fowsir. 

Fous(s)on, Fousty, obs. ff. Forson, Fusty. 

+ Foutch, Ods. [Cf. fouchon, Faucuton.]?= 
FALOHION. 

1580 Hottysanp 7veas. Yr. Tong, Malcus, a foutch, a 


kinde of sword. 
Fouth (fp). Sc. Also 6 foutht, fowith, 6-8 


fowth. [Sc. form of Furtu.] Fullness, plenty. 
+ At fouth : in plenty. 

1s0x Douctas Pad, Hon, ut. xiii, Thow sall haue fouth of 
sentence and not scant. 1535 Stewart Crov. Scot, III. 
509 Of neidfull thing weill furneist all at fouth. 1725 Ram- 
say Gentle Sheph, i. i, 1..took a fouth O’ sweetest kisses 
frae her glowing mouth. 1837 R. Nicott Poems (1842) 84 
The earth has fouth o’ trusty hearts. 

Foutre, fouter (fto1). Forms: 6-7 footra, 
footre, fowtre, 7 foutra, foutree, toutir, 9 fouter. 
[a. OF. foutre :—L. future (the inf. used subst.).] 

1. In phrases, a foutre for, (to care) not a fouter. 

[a1592 Greene Fames IV, v. ii, Fagues .. faites bonne 
chere : foutre de ce monde 4 1597 SHAKS. 2 Hen. IV, v. iii. 
103 A footra [Q. footre] for the World, and Worldlings base. 
1622 FLercuer Sea Voy, v. i, Therefore footra, When I am 
full, let’em hang me, I care not. 1638 SuckLinc Goddins m1. 
(1646) 26 Shall I so?—why then foutree for the Guise. 1871 
R. Evtis Catud/us xvii. 17 He leaves her alone to romp idly, 
cares not a fouter. 

2. Applied contemptuously to persons. 

1780-1808 J. Mayne Szller Gun 11. xxv, The astonish’d 
tailor .. swearing he was better stuff Than sick a fouter. 
1786 Harvest Rigin R. Chambers’ Pop. Poems Scotl. (1862) 
50 A sutor, Most manfully about does lay—A tough auld 
fouter. 1833 Marryar P. Simple (1863) 145 O’Brien declared 
that he was a liar, and a cowardly foutre. 

+ Fou'ty, ¢. Obs. Also futie. [Sc. f. of Foory 
a1] =Foory al 

1722 Hamitton Wallace x11. vi. 353 He..beat out another 
fouty Rascal’s Brains. 1785 R. Forses Poems in Buchan 
Dial. 31 Then to blame me Is futie an’ mislear’d. 

Fovea (fowvia). Anat., Zool., Bot. [a. L. fovea 
small pit.] A small depression or pit; esf. a de- 
pression of the retina of the eye. 

1849 Jounston in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club 11. No.7. 364 A 
-. furrow .. beginning behind the eye .. terminating in a 
deeper fovea, and with a foveola near the centre. 1882 
Vines Sachs’ Bot. 480 In consequence of cell-division. .the 
sporangium soon appears as a swelling in the fovea. 

+ Fo-veable, a. Obs. rave—'. [f. prec. + -ABLE.] 

154t CorLanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg., Other [bones] be 
foueable or holow. 

Foveal (fouwvéal), @. [f Fovea + -au.] Of or 
pertaining to or situated in a fovea. In recent Dicts. 

Foveate (fduvzje't), a. [f. Fovea+-aTe2.] = 
next. 1854 in Mayne Axfos. Lex. 1866 in Treas. Bot. 

Foveated (fauvzjeitéd), a. [f. as prec. +-ED !.] 
Anat., Zool., Bot. Marked with fovez, pitted. 
4846 Harpy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club Il. No. 14. 196 
Thorax .. less deeply foveated at the base. 1883 Quain's 
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Med. Dict. s.v. Vaccination, There is then left a cioatrix, 
which is circular, somewhat depressed, foveated, etc. 

+ Fo'vent, a. Obs. rare—1. [ad. L. fovent-en, 
pr. pple. of fovére to keep warm.] Producing plea- 
sant or salutary warmth. 

1614 Raveicu Hist. World 1. (1634) 272 All Starres haue 


a certain fovent heate. ‘ ¥ 
|| Foveola (fov7'ola). [L. dim. of Fovea.] A 
1849 [see Fovea]. 


small fovea, 

Foveolate (fouvidlct), a. [f. prec. + -ATH.] 
Marked with little depressions or pits; pitted. 

1848 Jounston in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club II. No. 6. 289 
The back flattened, foveolate. 

Foveolated (fouvzdle'téd), Ap/. a. 
-ED.] = FOVEOLATE. 

1819 G. SAMOUELLE Extomol. Compend. 168 Foveolated 
thorax. 1847 Harpy in Proc. Berw. Nat. Club Il. 249 
Head oblong-ovate. .obsoletely foveolated on the forehead. 

Foveole (fau-vz\ul). [ad. L. foveola: see Fo- 
vpoua.] A foveola; in Bot. ‘the perithecium of 
certain fungals’ (Zveas. Bot. 1866). e 

Fovilla (fovila). Bot. [mod.Lat., used by Lin- 
neeus in 1766 (Syst. (Vat. 11. 6).] The substance 
contained in the pollen-cells. 

In ed. 1735 Linnzus calls it farina, in 1744 pulvis, in 1758 
elater; it is stated (Bischoff Bot. Teviz.) that he somewhere 
uses the word favzd/a in the same sense. Perk. /owzd/a is 
an alteration of favilla, suggested by the word fovere to 
cherish, which actually occurs in the context in ed. -1766, 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Fovilla, a fine substance, im- 
perceptible to the naked eye, exploded by the pollen in the 
anthers of flowers. 1816 KeitH Phys. Bot. 114 Emitting a 
subtile and elastic vapour, or sort of fovilla which swims on 
the surface. 1870 Benriey Bot, 255 The matter contained 
within the coat or coats of the pollen-cell is called the fovilla. 


+ Fow, v. Obs. Also 7 foe. [a. ON. figa: see 
Fay v.2] trans. To clean, cleanse (out). Also jig. 

13.. S7v Beues 1120 (MS. A.) Beter be-come pe iliche, For 
to fowen an olde diche Panne for to be dobbed knizt. c1350 
Med, MS. in Archzxologia XXX. 351 Chyldys vryne pin ere 
fowe, And helpe pin ere ona throwe. ¢1440 Facob’s Well 
(E. E. T.S.) 266 Take mekenes in herte, & bat schal fowyn 
out all trouble and vnreste. 1530 PatsGr. 557/2 Thou 
shalte eate no buttered fysshe with me, tyll thou wasshe thy 
handes, for thou hast fowed a gonge late. 1633 T. Apams 
Exp. 2 Peter i. to They are only good, when on the sabbath 
day they are fowing tap-houses. 

Hence } Fow'ing vi/. sb. Also +Fow'er, one 


who cleanses. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 174/2 Foware, or clensare of donge, 
as gongys, and oper ipees Jimarius, oblitor. Ibid. 175/x 
Fowynge, or clensynge, emzundacio. 1636 JamMEs/¢ter Lanc. 
(Chetham Soc.) 9 zote, He had found six thousand infants’ 
heads in the foing of his fish ponds. 

Fow, var. of Fou a. Sc., full, drunk. 

+ Fow/(e. Obs. A kind of fur. See Faw a. 2. 


Fowage, var. of Fruacs, Ods. 

1523 Lp. Berners Fvo7ss. V. ccxli. 351/2 This fowage .. 
shulde have been well worthe every yere a xii thousand from 
euery fyer to have payed yerely a franke. 1529 RASTELL 
Pastyme, Hist. Brit, (1811) 225 He levyed a fowage in 
Guyan agaynst the myndes of the lordes. 1592 WyrLEY 
Armorie 84 Wanting which a fowage was desierd To pay 
the soldiers for this iourney hierd. 1611 Speep Hist. Gt. 
Brit. 1X. xii. § 136 The Prince of Wales had..propounded a 
demaund for fowage, or of money to be leuied by the Chim- 
ney. 1834 Sir H. Taytor 1st Pt. Artevelde u. vi, What 
were the fowage and the subsidies When bread was but four 
mites that’s now a groat ? 

Fowayle, -el, obs. ff. of Fur. 

Fowe, var. of Faw a. Obs.; obs. f. of Fw a. 

Fowie, @. Sc. [f. ow, Futu.] Jolly-looking. 

1s90 A. Hume “ymzns, &c. (1832) 9 Why monethly the 
Moone renewes hir hew and hornes so paill, Why monethlie 
hir fowie face is round and lightned haill. 

+ Fow'ker. Ods. [a. Ger. fucker: see FoacEr, 
Fooxrr.] A capitalist, financier. 

1630 Kk. Fohnson's Kingd. & Commi. 72 Some great 
Fowker or Agent for a whole kingdome. 

+ Fow'kin. Obs. rave—+. =F arr sd. 

2ax1600 Turnament of Totenham 89 He gurde so fast his 
gray mare, That she lete a fowkyn fare At the rerewarde. 

Fowl (faul), sd. Forms: 1 fugel, -ol, -ul, 2-3 
fuzel, -hel, -wel, south. vuhel, 3~4 fojel, south. 
vo3el, (3 feozel, fohzel), 4-5 foghel, -il(1, -ul, 
(4 fughil, foxl, -ul, fouxl, -ul, fuxl, fuxol, 
-ul, 5 foghle), 3-7 foul(e, 3-4 fou-, fowel, 
(south. vowel), fuel, 4 fule, (fouul), 5 f(e)wle, 
-ylle, 4-7 fowle, 6-fowl. [Com. Teutonic; OE. 
Jugel, fugol, fugul str, masc. = OFris, fugel, OS. 
JSugol (Du. vogel), OHG. fogal (MHG. and Ger. 
vogel), ON. fugl (Sw. fogel, Da. fugl), Goth. fugls 
:—OTeut. */og/o-2z, fuglo-2; usually believed to be 
a dissimilated form of *floglo-, fluglo-, f. flug- to 
Fry; cf. the OF. adj. #ugol ‘ fugax’, and the form 
SJiuglas heofun in the Rushworth Gloss. Matt. xiii, 
32, rendering volucres cxli; the Lindisf. gloss has 
Stegende, the Wessex gospel fuhias. ] 

The forms containing + are from the Cotton MS. of the 
Cursor Mundi; perh. miscopied from an original which had 
3 (or possibly p). 

1. Any feathered vertebrate animal; =Brrp 2 
(q-v. with note attached). Now rare exc. collect. 

Beowulf 218 (Gr.) Gewat ba ofer wezholm winde gefysed 
flota famizheals fugle gelicost. c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. 
viii. 20 Foxas habbad holu and heofenan fuzlas [c 1160 
Hatton fugeles] nest. c1175 Lamb. Hom, 81 A vuhel com 


[f. prec. + 








FOWL. 


flon from houene into orde. @1225 Ancr. R. 298 We 
speken of fuwelene cunde, bet beod iefned to ancre. @ 1300 
Cursor M. 621 Fiss on sund, and fouxl on flight. 1340 
Ayenb, 254 Pe herte is ase pe uo3el bet wolde vly to ; 
wylle. 1375 Barsour Bruce vu. 188 Tharfor he slepit as 
foul on twist. c14s0 Mivour Saluacioun 1002 Thi son 
wham we..seke als foghil the day. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. 
de W. 1531) 2b, Fowles, & all other creatures. .hath place 
deputed..to them. 1597 MontGomerte Cherrie & Slae 460, 
I leuir haue euer Ane foule in hand, or tway, Nor seand ten 
fleand About me. 1599 SHaks. Much Ado M. iii. 95 Stalke 
on, stalke on, the foule sits. 1607 Torseti Hour-/. Beasts 
(1658) 213 To defend them from Eagles and other ravening 
Fowls. 1640 Futter Yoseph’s Coat, David's Punishm. 
xxii. (1867) 235, 1 for your fowls of Phasis do not care. 
1719 De For Crusoe 1. xxv, I saw a great fowl, likea hawk, 
sit upon a tree. 1791 CowPER Jad xvi. 293 And the fowls 
sate with his flesh. 

collect. 1603 Drayton Bar. Wars v1. \xv, The fearefull 
Fowle all prostrate to her power. 1605 CAMDEN (ev2. (1637) 1 
Stored with infinite delicate fowle. 1769 Gotpsm, Rowe. 
Hist. (1786) 11. 273 In this was served up..seven thousand 
fowl of the most valuable kinds. 1865 Kincs.tey Herew. 
xvi, All the fowl of heaven were flocking to the feast. 

+b. In narrower sense: Winged game. Oés. 

1646 Everyn JZem. (1857) I. 252 Sometimes we shot at 
fowls and other birds: nothing came amiss. 1763 H. WAL- 
pole Vertue's Anecd. Paint. 111. 85 In the great anti- 
chamber [at Chatsworth] are several dead fowl over the 
chimney finely executed. 


+e. With some modifying addition ; as, fow/ of 


chase, flight, gante, prey, ravin. Obs. 

c1381 Cuaucer Parl. Moules 323 The foules of ravyne 
Were hyest set. 1398 TrevisA Barth. De P. R. xu. vi. 
(1495) 416 The owle semyth lyke to foules of pray. c1420 
Chron. Vilod. 280 Wyld bestes and folys of fly3t. 1485 
Caxton Paris & V. 26 Faulcens and many other fowles of 
chace. 1671 Mitton ?. 2. 11. 342 Beasts of chase, or fowl 
of game In pastry built. 

Jig. a1300 Cursor M, 21276 (Gétt.) pe firth Iohn, fowel of 
[Cotton ZS. on] flight. ; 

+2. In wider sense: Winged creatures, Also 
collect. in plural sense. Ods. 

1382 Wycuiir Zcclus. xi. 3 Short in foules [Vulg. ix vola- 
tilibus] is a bee. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xu. 
Introd. (Tollem. MS.), To pe ornament of be eyer parteynep 
briddes and foules [volatidia], 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 
vu. x. 789 They offered to him [the Sunne] Fowles, from 
the Butter-flie to the Eagle. 1648 Gace West Ind. xii. 
(1655) 45 Battes, or Rear-mice and other fowle. 

. The prevailing sense: A ‘ barn-door fowl’, a 
domestic cock or hen; a bird of the genus Gadlus. 
In the U.S. applied also to ‘a domestic duck or 
turkey’ (Cent, Dict.). Often with some modifying 
word prefixed: as, barn-door-, game-, guinea-fowl, 
for which see those words. 

1380 Sipney Arcadia ut. (1590) 311 As folkes keep foul 
when they are not fat enough for their eating. 1697 Dampier 
Voy. 1. iv. 76 The Inhabitants plant Corn..and breed a few 
Fowls. 1841 Lane Avad. Wits. I. 123 Fowls simply roasted 
or boiled. 1879 Farrar St. Paz (1883) 43 The Talmud .. 
devotes one whole treatise. .to the method of killing a fowl. 

4. a. The flesh of birds used for food. Now only 
in the phrases jish, flesh, and fowl, etc. b. In 
narrower sense: The flesh of the ‘ barn-door’ or 


domestic fowl. 

1673 O. WaLkErR Educ. (1677) 169 A feast suggests.. Fish, 
Foul, Flesh. 1861 Berton Bk. Househ. Man. § 978 
Fricasseed Fowl. Ingredients—The remains of cold roast 
fowl [etc.]. : : 

5. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as fow/- 

Slight, -house, -net, -yard. . objective, as fow/- 
keeping, -rearing, -stealer, -stealing. ec. Special 
comb., as fowl-cholera = chicken-cholera: see 
CHOLERA 4; fowl-foot, the plant Ovrnithopus 
perpusillus; fowl-grass, fowl-meadow-grass, 
Poa trivialis; fowl-run, a place where fowls 
may run, an establishment for breeding fowls, 

1883 Gd. Words 179 The epidemic among fowls, called 
*fowl-cholera. c12g0 Gen. § Ex. 3321 At euen cam a 
*fu3zel-flizt, fro-ward arabie. 1578 Lyre Dodoens iv. xxix. 
487 Ornithopodiune .. This wild herbe is called in Brabant 
Uoghelvoet, that is to say in English, Birdes foote, or *Fowle 
foote, bycause his huskes or cods are lyke to a birdes 
foote. 1839 Lincoln, etc. Gaz. 12 Feb. 3/4 They went to 
Mr. F.’s; whose *fowl-house they broke open. 1894 Fru. 
R. Agric. Soc. June 303 It is *fowl-keeping on this modest 
scale that pays. 1774 J.Q. Apams Diary 28 Feb., Shall I 
try to introduce Pa Rete nas and herds-grass into the 
meadows? 1786 M. CutLer in Life, Frnds. & Corr. (1888) 
II. 264 Fowl meadow-grass is cultivated in wet meadows. 
1856 Kane Arct. Axfl. 11. xiii. 134 Tinkering over. .*fowl- 
nets or other household-gear. 1894 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. 
June 302 A point of cardinal importance. .in..*fowl-rearing. 
1886 H. F. Lester Under Two Fig Trees 179 In one corner 
of the little estate is a*fowl-run. 1825 Sporting Mag. XVI. 
336 Have we..no *fowl-stealers. 1892 Pall Mall G. 24 
Mar. 2/1 Poaching is closely allied to *fowl-stealing. 1889 
Ibid. 27 May 2/3 The lack of interest displayed in their 
*fowl-yards by.. British farmers, 

Fowl (faul), v. [OE. fug(e)/an, f. fugel Fowu.] 
tntr. To catch, hunt, shoot, or snare wildfowl. 

c1o00 /ELFric Gram, xxv. (Z.) 146 Aucupor; ic fuszlie. 
1399 LanGi. Rich. Redelesu. 157 Thus ffoulyd this ffaukyn 
on ffyldisabou3te. 1519 Present. Furies in Surtees Misc. 
(1888) 32 Pt no man fyshe nor fewle in the dam. 1530 
Parser. 557/2, I fowle after byrdes, Fe vas a la pipée. 1697 
Dampier Voy. I. vii. 192 The Tenour of them [Commissions] 
is, to givea Liberty to fish, fowl, and hunt. 1766 Blackstone 
Comm. I1. xxvii. 419 Such persons as may thus lawfully hunt, 
fish, or fowl. 18: RS. JAMESON Leg. Monast. Ord. (1863) 
86 He went out fowling in a small skiff. 


+b. fig. with after, for. 


FOWLER. 


a@1420 Hoccreve De Reg. Princ. 2442 But tonge of man 
.-Nat may be tamed..And after repreef fissheth, clappeth, 
fouleth. 1596 Datrympve tr. Leslie’s Hist. Scot. vi. 314 
Heir hes thou acommodious and meit place for the slauchtir, 
that thou foules for. 

+c. quasi-zvans. To hunt over, beat (a bush). 

1611 B, Jonson Catiline 1, i, They.. Fowl every brook and 
bush to please Their wanton taste. 

Fowlce, obs. forms of Foat, Foun. 

Fowler (fawler). [OE. fugelere, agent-n. f. 
Sugelian to Fowt.] 

1. One who hunts wild birds, whether for sport 
or food, esf. with nets; a bird-catcher. Now rare. 

¢ 893 K. AULrreD O7%s. 1. i. § 14 Deer huntan zewico don 
obbe fisceras oppe fugeleras. a@x12z25 St Marher. 3 As pe 
fuhel pe is fon i be fuheleres grune, 1382 Wyctir A7vos iii. 5 
Wher a brid shal falle into grane of erthe, withouten a 
fouler. c1385 Cuaucer ZL. G. W, Prol. 138 The foweler we 
deffye, And al his crafte. c1430 Lypc. AZiz. Poems 186 A 
bleryeed fowler trust not though he wepe. 1657 W. CoLEs 
Adam in Eden 305 Boyes and Fowlers use the Berries [of 
the Ash] as Baites to catch Blackbirds, etc. 1723 Loud. Gaz. 
No. 6222/9 Simon Teatford.. Fisher and Fowler. 1815 
Eveuinstone Acc. Caubul (1842) I. 77 Fowlers catching 
quailsamong the wheat. 1879 Jerrertes Wild Life in S. C. 
296 A fowler .. had a cock chaffinch in a cage covered with 
a black cloth. 

Jig. 1340 Ayend. 254 pe herte ualp ofte into be grines of 
the uo3elere of helle. 

Comb, 1685 Crowne Sir C. Nice Epil., There fowler-like 
the watching gallant pores Behind his glove. 

+2. A species of catapult. Ods. 

1420 Sieve Rouen in Archzvol. XXI. 52 A stronge fowlere 
there was leyde lowe..that he mi3t throwe. 

+3. A kind of light cannon, esp. for use on board 
ship. Obs. Cf. Du. vagheler, whence Fr. veuglaire. 

1548 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 197 The municions 
folowing. .fowlers of iron xij. 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea 
(1847) 206 Fowlers and great bases in the cage workes. 
1642 Sir W. Monson Naval Tracts i. (1704) 357/t Fowlers 
. are Pieces of greatest Importance, after a Ship is Boarded. 

Fowlerite (fawlérait), Ai. [named after 
Dr. S. Fowler: see -1rz.] A flesh-red variety of 
thodonite containing zinc. 

1832 C. U. SHeparp Jin. 186 Fowlerite. 
of Manganese. 1884 in Dana’s Min. 

Fowlery. A place where fowls are kept. 

1845 Bachel, Albany (1848) 185 A fowlery and a piggery. 

Fowling (faw'lin), 747.56. [f. Fownv. +-1ne/.]: 

1. The action of the vb. Fown; the art or prac- 
tice of hunting, shooting, or snaring wild fowl. 

1413 Pilgy. Sowle (Caxton 1483) Iv, xxxvii. § 84 Alle suche 
labourers. .that trauaylen..in fysshyng and fowlynge. 1555 
Even Decades 83 Owre Spanyardes..are ignorant in foul- 
ynge. 1663 Pepys Diary (1875) II. 2to His birding-piece 
going off, as he was a-fowling. 1743 ButKELEY & Cummins 
Voy. S. Seas 62 Launch’d the Yawl to go a fowling; shot 
several Geese, Ducks..and Sea-pies. 1879 Dixon Windsor 
I. iv, 38 Exercise in riding and fowling had kept him spare. 

2. attrib. and Comd., as fowling-cutter,-net, -pole. 

1882 Sir R, Payne-Gattwey Fowler in Ireland v, A 
*fowling-cutter on the bleak coast of a wide estuary, 1530 
J. Hatt in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 114 Xij hangyng 
and *fowlyng netts. 1810 G. Lanpr Descr. Feroe Islands 
241 They are caught with the *fowling-pole and net. 

Fow'ling-piece.  [f. prec. + Pizcu sd.] 

1. A light gun for shooting wild fowl. 

1596 Lanc. Wills I11. 4 A foulinge piece. 1643 [ANGIER] 
Lance. Vall. Achor 31 God sent a deadly messenger out of 
a Fowling-Piece to one of them. 1727-41 CuHAmBers Cyc. 
s, v., Of Fowling pieces, those are reputed the best, which 
have the longest barrel. 1839 G. Birpv Wat, Phil. 130 The 
well-known double report of a fowling-piece, fired at a dis- 
tance. @1864 Hawtuorne S. /el¢on (1883) 244 The old 
fowling-piece of seven-foot barrel. 

2. A picture of game. - 

1888 Athenzxune 7 Jan. 21/2 The fowling-piece, which is 
something like the fine picture at the Prado. 

+ Fow'l-kin. [OEF. fugel-cynn, see Fowt and 
Kiy.] a. The race ofbirds. b. A species of bird. 

¢1000 /ELFRIC Gex. i, 30 Eallum nytenum and eallum 
fugelcynne. c1175 Lamb, Hom. 95 Fordon be bet fuzel-cun 
is swide bilehwit. ¢1z05 Lay. 8109 Of fan foh3el [c 1275 
fo3el] cunne ne mai hit na mon kennen. a@x2g0 Owl § 
Night. 65 Thu art loth al fuel-kunne. 


Fowness, Sc. var. of FULLNESS, 

+ Fow'sie. Ods. Sc. form of Foss, ditch. Also 
6 fous(s)ie, -y, fowse(a. 

igor Douctas Pad. Hon, ut. Ixxxviii, That gudlie garth.. 
Quhilk with a large fousie .. Inueronit was. a1572 Knox 
Hist. Ref. Wks, 1846 I. 175 His head was brokin .. and he 
castin in the fowsea. 1637 Apamson in R. Ford Harp of 
Perthsh. (1893) 5 Turning home we spared nor dyke nor 
fowsie. [1861 W. Bett Dict. Law Scot., Fossa, a pit or 
fowsie.] 

Fowsome, Fowte, Sc. var. of Funsoms, Foor. 

Fox (fpks), sb. Also 3-7 foxe, 3, 4, 6 vox, (6 
wox). [Com. Teut.: OE. fox str. masc. corre- 
sponds to Du. vos, OHG. fuks (MHG. vuhs, mod. 
Ger. fuchs); the ON. fox neut., fraud, may be a 
different word. The OTeut. type is *fu/s-, from 
the same root as the feminine formation OHG. 
Joha (MHG. vohe) vixen, fox, ON. fda, Goth. fawhé 
fox, f. OTeut. */uh- :—pre-Teut. *f2k-, which some 
scholars plausibly connect with Skr. pccha tail. 

With regard to the Eng. and Du. o for OTeut. and HG, 
u before hs, cf. OK. Zox=Du., los = OHG. liths, lynx; also 
Du. drossaerd=OUG. truhsdzzo steward. ] 


I. 1. An animal of the genus Vales, having an 
elongated pointed muzzle and long bushy tail. 


Ferro-Silicate 
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Usually V. vulgaris, preserved in England and 
elsewhere as a beast of the chase. 

c825 Vesp. Psalter \xii{i]. 11 [10] Sien sald in hond 
sweordes daelas foxa biod. a1225 Ancr, R. 204 Nimed & 
kecched us..anon be 3unge uoxes. a1300 Vox & Wolf 208 
in Hazl. Z. P. P. I. 65 3e, quad the vox, al thou most sugge. 
@ 1300 Cursor M, 7151 Thre hundreth fox he samun knitt. 
1375 Barsour Bruce xix. 663 In-till the luge a fox he saw, 
That fast can on a salmond gnaw. 1486 Bk. St. Albans 
F yj b, A skulke of ffoxis. 1597 Hooker Aecl. Pol. v. |xxix. 
§ 16 As if the world did..thinke the Foxea goodly creature. 
1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 8 Fox..is called the 
first year,a Cub, The second year, a Fox, and afterwards 
an old Fox. 1718 Prior Knowledge 210 The lonely fox 
roams far abroad, On secret rapine bent. 1835 FoNBLANQUE 
Eng. under 7 Admntinist. (1837) I11. 245 If the esteem of 
the people were made as much a pursuit as a stinking fox’s 
brush, 1870 Yeats Vat. Hist. Comz. 266 The red fox of 
America. 

b. with allusion to its artfulness and cunning. 

¢ 1200 Tri7. Coll. Hone. 195 Pe fox mid his wrenches walt 
oder deor and haued his wille perof. a 1634 RanpoLrn Ode 
64 Nor will we spare To hunt the crafty fox. 1735 SomErR- 
VILLE Chase 111.23 The wily Fox remain’d A subtle pilf’ring 
Foe, prowling around In Midnight Shades. 1791 Burns 
3rd Ep, R. Graham 17 Foxes and statesmen, subtile wiles 
ensure. 

@. in various proverbial expressions. 

c1450 Henryson or, Fab. 29 Aye runnes the Foxe as 
long as hee feete hes. c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 10 
Let furth youre geyse, the fox wille preche. 1539 TAVERNER 
Erasm. Prov.(1552) 27 An olde foxe is not taken ina snare. 
1545 Brinktow Compl, xxiv. Hv, As y" mayest knowe 
a foxe by his furred taile. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. §- Epigr. 
(1867) 153 When the foxe preacheth, then beware our geese. 
1607 WaLKINGTON O/2. Glass 38 A Fox is known by his 
bush. 1662 Pepys Diary 26 Dec., We shall endeavour to 
joyne the lion’s skin to the fox’s tail. 

d. Phrases: + Zo catch, hunt the fox: to get 
drunk. Zo flay the fox: see Fuay v.6. To play 
(the) fox: (a) to act cunningly, (4) tosham. + Zo 
smell a fox: to be suspicious. 

1599 Minsueu Spanx. Dial.xg Whosoeuer loues good wine, 
hunts the foxe once a yeere. 1611 Mippiteton & DEKKER 
Roaring Girle1. D.’s Wks. 1873 II. 145 Now I do smell a 
fox strongly. 1647 Warp Simp. Cobley 6 Tiberius play’d 
the Fox with the Senate of Rome. a1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. 
Crew s.v. Fox .. He has caught a Fox, he is very Drunk. 
1894 Crockett Raiders 329, 1 played fox several times, 
pretending to be in pain. ’ 

2. jig. A man likened for craftiness to a fox. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke xiii. 32 Gad & seczad pam foxe, 
deofol-seocnessa ic utadrife. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VI (an. 
31) 164 b, This auncient Fox, and pollitique Capitayne lost 
not one houre..till [etc.], 1712 ArsutHnot Yohn Bulli. 
iv, Don’t you see how that old fox steals away your cus- 
tomers? 1853: Mayne Reip Scalp Hunt, 1. 383, I could 
not help reflecting on the strange stratagem by which the 
old fox [Rube] had saved himself, 

b. ? Used as aaj.: Fox-like, cunning. 

¢ 1200 OrMIN 6646 Patt mann iss fox & hinnderr3zp..patt 
. .follzhebp deofless wille. @ 1300 Long Life in O. £. Mise. 
156 Fox and ferlich is his wren[c]h. 

3. The fur of the fox. 

isor Bury Wills (Camden) 88 My tawney gown furryd 
wt ffoxe. 1603 Suaxs. Meas. for M. 1. ii.g A fur’d gowne 
to keepe him warme; and furd with Foxe and Lamb-skins 
too, 1882 Beck Drager’s Dict., Fox..Of this fur there are 
several varieties, 

4. One of the northern constellations (Vzelpecu/a). 

1868 Lockyer Guillemin’s Heavens (ed. 3) 398 Situated 
between the constellations of the Swan and the Fox. 

5. Some beast or fish likened to a fox, esp. the 
gemmeous dragonet (Cadlionymus lyra), called also 
Sox-jish. Flying-fox, Sea-fox; see those words. 

1611 Cotcr., Sfase..the sea-fox, or fox dog-fish. 1646 
Sir T. Browne Psend. Ep. uu. xxiv. 169 Some are called 
the Fox, the Dog, the Sparrow, or Frog-fish. 1769 PENNANT 
Zool. 111. 302 These fish [carp] are extremely cunning, and 
on that account are by some styled the river fox. 1836 
Varre.e Brit. Fishes 1. 302 Fox..The common Skulpin. 

b. Short for fox-moth (see 16 b). 

IT. Senses of obscure development. 

+6. A kind of sword. Ods. 


It has been conjectured that this use arose from the figure 
of a wolf, on certain sword-blades, being mistaken for a fox. 

1599 Porter Azgry Won. Abingd, (Percy) 60, I had 
a sword..a right fox, i faith. 1633 Forp Love's Sacr. v. ii, 
*Tis a tough fox, will not fail his master. 182z Scorr 
Kenilw. iv, Put up your fox, and let us be jogging. 

7. Brewing. (see quot.) Cf. Fox v. 5. 

1750 W. Ets Country Housewife 377 (E. D. S.) That 
poisonous damage called in great brewhouses the fox, which 
gives the drink a sickish nasty taste. 

8. aut. (see quots. 1769, 1815). 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789), Hox a sort of strand, 
formed by twisting several rope-yarns together, and used 
as a seizing, or to weave a mat or paunch, etc. 1815 Fad- 
coner's Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), Spanish /ox, a single 
rope-yarn untwisted, and then twisted up the contrary way 
and rubbed smooth. It is used for small seizings. 1833 
Marryat P. Simple (1863) 38 Mr. Jenkins desired the other 
men to get half-a-dozen foxes and make a spread eagle of 
me. c1860 H. Stuart Seaman's Catech. 27. 

9. A drain carried under another water-course by 
means of a tunnel. Cf. Fox v. 3. 

1784 Mf. Weighton Drainage Award 13 The Fox made 
under the canal, 

10. See quot. Also Fox-TaIt. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1.912 Fox-bolt, a description of 
bolt which is made tight by a fox or wedge driven into 
a split in the end. ’ 

lL. #7. A variety of ironstone. dal, 

1793-1813 A. Younc Agric. Surv. Sussex 13 (E. D.S.). 


FOX. 


12. slang. An artificial sore. 

1862 MayHEew & Binny Criminal Prisons Lond. 305 
Daring youths..were constantly in the habit of making 
‘foxes’ (artificial sores). 


18. Zi U.S. Colleges: A freshman. Cf. Ger. fuchs. 
1839 Loner. Ayferion (1865) 77 A procession of new- 
comers or Nasty Foxes, as they are called in the college 
dialect. 1847 Vale Lit, Mag. Jan. XII. 116 ‘ Halloo there, 

Herdman, fox !’ yelled another lusty tippler. 

+14. ? =Foxenove 1. Obs, 

1684 tr. Bovet’s Merc. Compit. xiv. 473 Bathes wherein 
proper Herbs, especially Foxes, have been boiled. 

III. attrzb. and Como. 

15. a. simple attrib., as fox-bitch, -burrow, 
-cover, -craft, -cub, earth, -head(usedattributively) ; 
(used for taking the fox), as /ox-g7, -trap ; (sense 
6), as fox-blade, -broadsword. 

@z61r Beaum. & FL. Philaster wv. i, When my *fox-bitch 
Beauty grows proud, I’ll borrow him. c¢1640 [Suirtey] 
Capt. Underwit 1. in Bullen O. PZ. II. 321 And old *fox 
blade made at Hounsloe heath. 1826 Scotr Woodst.i, A 
good *fox broad-sword. 1550 Witson Lagike (1567) 37a, 
The huntesman .. will sone espie when he seeth a hole, 
whether it be a *Foxe borough, or not. 1831 Gen. P. 
Tuomrson Z-rerc. (1842) I. 371 Who.. turns his farm 
into a *fox-cover. 1654 Vitvain Zfzt. Ess. tv. xcii. 87 
Two fals Scotsh Earls of *Fox-craft fraud composed, 1857 
Hucues Tow Brown 1. iti, To watch the *fox cubs play- 
ing in the green rides. 1530 Patscr. 222/2 *Foxe erthe, 
tatsniere. 1824 Miss Mirrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 141 
Amongst broken ridges and fox-earths. 1669 WorLIDGE 
Syst. Agric. (1681) 216 Small Iron-gins like *Fox-gins. 
1852 R. S. Surtees Sfonge’s Sp. Tour xviii. (1893) 88 A 
large gold *fox-head pin. 1605 B. Jonson Volpone v. iii, 
Let his sport pay for ’t. This is call’d the *Fox-trap. 1856 
Kane Arct. Expl. I. v. 53 Places of deposit for meat, and 
rocks arranged as foxtraps. : 

b. objective, as fox-follower, -stealer, -worship ; 
Sox poisoning vbl. sb. 

1781 Cowrer Conversat. 410 Though the fox he follows 
may be tamed, A mere *fox-follower never is reclaimed. 
1890 Daily News 7 July 3/8 Attempts at *fox-poisoning. 
1852 R.S. Surteres Sfonge's SP. Tour lili. (1893) 284 The 
poachers and *fox-stealers of the village. 1880 Miss Birp 
| Fapan 1. 71 *Fox-worship being one of the most universal 
superstitions in Japan. ; ; 

c. parasynthetic, as fox-nosed, -visaged adjs. 

1889 Century Dict. s.v., The lemurs called *fox-nosed 
monkeys. 1892 A. M. Voshiwara Episode 41 The wares 
the *fox-visaged, bullet-headed gyn kept on crying. 

16. Special comb., as fox-beagle, a beagle used 
for fox-hunting; fox-bench, ‘indurated sand’ 
(Chesh. Gloss.) ; fox-bolt (see quot.) ; fox-brush, 
the tail of a fox, used szmilatzvely; ‘+ fox-case, 
the skin of a fox; fox-chase, (a) = FOoX-HUNT: (6) 
agamein imitation of this, also att;7z.; fox-colour, 
a reddish-yellow colour, whence fox-coloured adj. ; 
‘++ fox-court, a place or yard in which foxes may 
be kept; fox-dog, a fox-hound; +fox-drunk a. 
(see quot.); fox-evil, ‘a disease in which the 
hair falls off’ (1842 Johnson Farmer's Encycl.), 
alopecia (see also 16e) ; + fox-hen, ? a payment of 
a hen for the maintenance of fox-hunting; fox- 
hound, a superior variety of hound trained and 
used for fox-hunting ; fox-key (see quot.); +fox- 
lungs, some medicinal preparation ; fox-mould, 
aname given to green sand when coloured by an 
oxide of iron; fox-skin, the skin of a fox, also 
attrib.; fox-sleep, a pretended sleep; ‘+ fox- 
stones //., (a) the testicles of a fox; (4) an old 
name for Ovchis mascula; fox-terrier, one ofa 
breed of short-haired terriers, used for unearthing 
foxes, but kept chiefly as pets; fox-trot, a pace 
with short steps, as in changing from trotting to 
walking ; fox-wedge (see quot.); + fox-whelp, 
(a) a cub of the fox (used also as a term of con- 
tempt); (4) some kind of drink; fox-wood (see 
quot. ; cf. Fox-FiRE). ‘ 

1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1108/4 A black *Fox Beagle Bitch. 
1816 Kratince 7yav. (1817) Il. 155 Geology brings to 
mind here all the connexion of ideas of *fox-bench, with the 
denudation of forests, coal-beds, iron. 1874 *Fox-bolt 
| [see sense ro]. 1891 Daily News 1 June 2/5 Some large 

tails of *fox-brush orchids. 1610 Guitiim Heraldry i. 
xxiii. (1611) 170 Where the Lion's skin is too scant it 
must bee peeced out with a *fox case. @ 1625 FLETCHER 
Woman's Prize . ii, You old fox-case. @1704 T. Brown 
Praise Poverty Wks. 1730 I. 98 A kind of *Fox-chace 
pleasure. 1732 Pore Ef. Cobham 74 Mad at a Fox-chase, 
wise at a Debate. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xiii. 145 A 
‘fox-chase’ round the decks. 1796 WirHerinc Brit, Plants 
IV. 193 Gills white, in pairs: pileus *fox colour, convex. 
1641 Brest Farm. Bhs. (Surtees) 84 *Foxe coloured lambes. 
1879 Roop Chromatics iv. 45 A fox-coloured yellow. 1781 
P. Becxrorp Hunting (1802) 323 If you breed up cubs, 
you will find a *fox-court necessary. 1708 MottEux Rabe- 
_ ais wv. xliv. (1737) 178 Some of your Badger’s or *Fox- 
Dogs. 1592 NasHe P. Pennilesse Wks. (Grosart) II. 82 
The eighth [kind of drunkenness] is *Fox drunke, when he 
is craftie drunke. 1659 Torriano, 4 /ofecia, the falling or 
shedding of a mans hair through foul diseases, called the 
*Fox-evil. 1528 Sir R. Weston in Dillon Calais § Pale 
(1892) 93 He hath of every householde .. a henne by name 
of the *‘ fox henne’, for the which he ys lykewyse bounde 
to hunt the foxe. @1763 SHENSTONE (icon. 1. 94 Who 
lavishes his wealth On racer, *fox-hound, hawk or spaniel. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1. 912 *Fox-key (Machinery), a 
splitcotter with a thin wedge of steel driven into the end to 
prevent its working back. 1660 Act 12 Chas. IJ, c. 4, Rates 








FOX. 


Inwards, [In List of Drugs] *Fox lungs the pound iiis. 
1807 VANCOUVER Agric. Devon (1813) 42 A moist peaty earth 
on a reddish brown clay, highly retentive of water, and 
commonly called *fox mould. 1598 Hax.uyr Voy. I. 71 
Who gaue vnto eche of vs a gowne made of *Foxe-skinnes. 
1856 Kane Arct. Expl. 11. App. xi. 311 Dressing in fox- 
skin clothing. 1596 Lopcre A/argarite Amer. (1876) 30 
Entering Arsadachus chamber [they] found him in his *foxe 
, Sleepe. 1623 Hexnam Yoneue-Combat Ep. Ded. 3 That 
stupide Lethargie or reserued Foxe-sleepe of Policie, wherein 
they lye bed-rid. 1597 GerarDE Herba/ i. cxiii. (1633) 212 
There be divers sorts of *Fox-stones. 1604 Marston & 
Wesster Malcontent u. ii, Jelly of cock-sparrows, he- 
monkey’s marrow, or powder of fox-stones. 1823 Byron 
¥uan vu. xxiv, Unless they are game as bull-dogs and 
“fox-terriers. 1888 Century Mag. Oct. XXXVI. 897 She 
heard a horse approaching at a *fox-trot. 1888 GREENWELL 
Coal-trade Terms Northumb, & Durh. (ed. 3), *Fox-wedge, 
a long wedge driven between two other wedges with their 
thick ends placed in the opposite direction. c¢1320 Sir 
Benes 1733 Azilt pe, a seide, pow *fox welp. ¢ 1374 CHAUCER 
Boeth. i. pr. iil. 78 Yif he .. reioyseth him to rauisshe by 
wyles, thou shalt seyn him lyke to the fox whelpes. 1837 
Soutuey Doctor Interch. xvi, Fox-whelp, a beverage as 
much better than Champagne, as it is honester, wholesomer 
and cheaper. 1889 Century Dict., *Fox-wood .. decayed 
wood, especially such as emits a phosphorescent light [U.S.]. 

b. esp. in names of animals, etc. having a real or 
fancied resemblance to the fox, as + fox-ape, ? the 
opossum ; fox-bat=FLyine Fox; fox-fish, see 
Fox sd. 5; fox-lynx, a variety of lynx; fox-moth, 
a greyish-brown European bombycid moth (Zaszo- 
campa rubi); fox-shark, the sea-fox (AJlopias 
vulpes) ; fox-snake, a large harmless snake of the 
United States (Coluber vulpinus) ; fox-sparrow, a 
North American sparrow (Passevella iliaca) ; fox- 
squirrel, a North American squirrel (Sczsrus 
cinereus, S. niger, etc.). 

1594 Biunpevit Zverc. v. (ed. 7) 570 Gesner calleth this 
Beast an Ape-Foxe, or a *Fox-Ape. 1834 CAUNTER Ovievt. 
Ann, xiv. 187 The *fox-bat bustled from his covert among 
the tombs. 1862 H. Marryat Vear in Sweden U1. 439 The 
Raflo, or *fox-lynx, of a soft reddish-white fur, 1828 STARK 
Elem, Nat. Hist.1.385 The *Fox Shark. 1869 J. BurrouGHS 
in Galaxy Mag. (N. Y.) Aug., The *fox-sparrow..comes to 
us in the fall. 1791 W. Bartram Carolina 283 The great 
black *fox squirrel. 1844 Goss in Zoologist II. 707 Some 
towering oaks, on which several fox squirrels (Sczurus 
capistratus) were frisking. 

ec, in plant-names, as fox-bane, a species of 
monkshood (Aconitum Vulparia); fox-berry = 
BEARBERRY ; fox-chop (see quot.) ; fox-finger(s 
=FoxcLove; fox-geranium, -grass, herb Robert 
(Geranium Robertianum) ; fox-grape,aname for 
several North American species of wild grapes. 
Also FoxGLovn, FoxTatn. 

1840 Paxton Bot. Dict.,*Foxbane. 1866 Treas. Bot., *Fox- 
chop, Wesembryanthemumvulpinum. 1657 W.CoLes Adam 
in Eden \xvii. 126 Some call it *Fox-finger. 1657 AUSTEN 
Fruit Trees 1. 59 The *Fox Grape is a faire large fruit. 168 
PEnn Iks. (1782) IV. 302 The great red grape (now an 
called by ignorance, ‘ The fox-grape’, (because of the relish 
it hath with unskilful palates). 1849 Lowett Biglow P. 
Poet. Wks. (1879) 176 Growing so fairly..as a fox-grape 
over a scrub-oak in a swamp. 

d. in the names of various games in which one of 
the players acts as a fox, as fox and geese, a game 
played on a board with pegs, draughtsmen, or the 
like; fox and hounds, a boys’ game, in which the 
‘hounds’ chase the ‘fox’; +fox in or to the or 
thy hole (see quots.). 

1633 Marmion “ine Companion u. v, Let him sit in the 
shop..and play at “fox and geese with the foreman. 1856 
Mrs. Brownine Aur. Letgh 1x. Poems 1890 VI. 351 Though 
you played At ‘fox and goose’ about him with your soul. 
1821 CrareE Vill. Minstr. 11. 37 Noise of blind-man’s buff, 
and *fox-and-hounds. 1585 J. Hicins Funius’ Nomenclator 
298 A kinde of playe wherein boyes lift up one leg and hop 
on the other; it is called *fox in thy hole. 1648 Herrick 
Hesper., New Yeares Gift (1869) 134 The wassel-boule, 
That tost up after Fox-i-th’ hole. 1783 ArnswortH Lat. 
Dict. (Morell) v1. Discodiasmus, Children’s play, called Fox 
to thy hole. rs 

e. with genitive /ox’s,as fox’s cough (see quot.); 
+ foxes evil= fox-evil; fox’s foot, a kind of grass 
(Dactylis glomerata L.); in early use, perh. Spar- 
ganium stmplex ; fox’s tail (see FoxTAtL). 

1611 Cotcr., Zoux de se the *Foxes cough; a 
rooted, or old-growne cough, which waits on a man to his 
graue. 1607 Torsett Four-f. Beasts (1658) 379 Troubled 
with the *foxes evill. 1671 H. M. tr. Collog. Evasmt. 134 
The foxes evil (falling off of the hair) had made him almost 
quite bald. c1000 Sax. Leechd. 1. 150 Genim pysse wyrte 
wyrttruman be man ..*foxesfot nemned. 1853 JoHNSsTON 
Nat, Hist. E. Bord. 1. 216 Dactylis glomerata, ¥ox’s-foot, 
which the clustered panicle somewhat resembles. 

Fox (fpks), uv. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. +a. trans. To play the fox for ; to compass by 
crafty means (0s.). b. zntr. To play the fox, dis- 
semble, sham. Now dai. and slang. 

1602 WarNnER 4/5. Eng. 1x, liii, (1612) 239 Insociable, 
Maleparte, foxing their priuate good. 1646 R. Battie 
Lett. § Frnis. (1841) Il. 35x The other pettie princes are 
foxeing alreadie for fear. 1884 Chester Gloss., Fox,to sham. 
1886 D. C. Murray 1st Pers. Singular xxix, He had played 
the fox for so many years, that now to his mind everybody 
was dodging and foxing. 

- trans. To intoxicate, befuddle. Also (? zonce- 
use), to redden (one’s nose) with drinking. 

r6rx [Tartton] Fests (1844) 2x Before they parted they 
foxt Tarlton at the Castle in Pater Noster Row. 1649 
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Bune Eng. Improv. Tutpr. (1652) 258 It [Cider]. .serves as 
well. .for men to fox their noses. 1660 Pepys Diary 26 Oct., 
The last of whom I did almost fox with Margate ale. 21734 
Nortu Zxam. u. iv. § 41 (1740) 251 Mr. Atkins was .. at 
Greenwich, and there, at an Entertainment of some Ladies, 
soundly foxed, the Attorney General threw up. 

+b. transf. To stupefy (fish). Ods. 

1650 H. More Enthus. Triumph. (1656) 86 For ought you 
know, it may be onely a charm to fox fishes. 1787 Brest 
Angling (ed. 2) 67 Take heart-wort, and lime, mingle them 
together, and throw them into a standing water, and it 
will fox them [fishes]. 1805 Sporting Mag. XXVI. 178 Two 
gentlemen..were foxing fish in the river Calder. 

+c. fig. To delude. Ods. 

@ 1660 H, Perers in South Sev, (Bohn) I. 540 Fox them 
a little more with religion. @1734 Nortu Axavz. 1, i. 
§ x15 (1740) 93 When the Faction had .. once foxed the 
People with an ill Opinion of the Government. 

+d. zxtr. To get drunk. Ods. 

1649 Lovetace Lucasta (1864) 8 The humble tenant, that 
does bring A chicke or egges .. Is tane into the buttry, and 
does fox Equall with him that gave a stalled oxe. 

+3. trans. To pierce with a ‘ fox’ (see Fox sd. 6). 

1567 Epwarps Damon & Pithias in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 68 
Sack. By the mass, I will box you. W2l/. By Cock, I will 
fox you. 1589 Pasgzil’s Ret. Nashe’s Wks. (Grosart) I. 123 
Diuinitie. .holding of her hart as if she were sicke, because 
Martin would have foxed her. : 

4. trans. To discolour (the leaves of a book). 
See Foxen Afi. a. 

5. zntr. Of beer: To turn sour in fermenting; 
also ¢vans. (causatively). 

1744-50 W. Etuis Mod. Husé. II. i. 130 (E. D. S.) She.. 
took out the wort..laying it thin enough to be out of danger 
of foxing. 1830 M. Donovan Dom. Econ. 1. 213 In this 
way the fermentation may fearlessly be conducted during 
the warmest weather without risk of foxing. 

6. zrans. To repair (boots or shoes) by renewing 
the upper leather ; also to ornament (the upper of 
a shoe) with a strip of leather. 

1796 Grosz Dict. Vulg. Tongue (ed. 3), Foxing a Boot, 
mending the foot by capping it. 1889 FARMER A serican- 
zsuets, Fox, a shoemaker's term, to repair boots. 

7. intr. To hunt the fox. U.S. 

1877 [see Fox1nc 1]. 

+8. trans. ?To trim (a horse’s ears) in some 
manner. Ods. 

1806 Spirit Pub. Fruils. (1807) X. 109 He. appears. .What 
the jockies calla roarer. His owners are anxious to have 
his ears foxed; but we think he is more in need of cropping 
and docking. 

9. Comb. + fox-mine-host (see quot. and 
sense 2). 

1622 Masse tr. Aleman’s Guzman ad Alf. 1. i. ii. 194 
They may afterwards play at Foxe mine Host, or some 
other Drinking Game at Cards or Dice for their recreation. 

Foxed (fpks’d), #2. a. [f. Fox v.+-Ep1.] In 
senses of the vb. 

1. Intoxicated, drunk, stupefied. 

1611 [see CoLUMBERED]. 1673 SHADWELL Epson Wells 
1v. Wks. 1720 II. 248 Udsooks, I begin to be fox’d. 1896 
Q. Rev. Jan. 16 Will Symons had often seen him ‘foxed’ 
amid the most undignified surroundings. 

2. Trimmed with fox-fur. In quot. pzzeningly. 

1609 W. M. Manin Moone (1849) 26 His gowne is throughly 
foxt, yet he is sober. : 

3. Of the leaves of books, also of timber: Dis- 
coloured by decay; stained with brownish-yellow 
spots. 

1847 HALLIweELt s.v., Timber is said to be foxed, when it 
becomes discoloured in consequence of incipient decay. 
Warw,. 1848 Hare Guesses Ser. 0. 335 A torn or foxt and 
dog’s-eared volume. 1885 A. Dosson At Sign Lyre 83 The 
Burton I bought fora florin, And the Rabelais foxed and flea’d. 

4. Of beer: Turned sour. 

1743 Lond. & Country Brew. 106 The evil stinking Scent 


that arises therefrom, which has brought it under the De- 


nomination of being foxed. 

5. Of a boot: (see Fox v. 6, Foxine 2.) 

1880 Antrim §& Down Gloss.s.v., Women’s cloth boots 
are foxed when they have a binding of leather on the cloth 
all round next the sole. 

Foxery (fpyksé1i). [f. Fox sd. + -rry.] The 
character, manners, or behaviour of a fox; wili- 
ness, cunning, 

c1400 Rom. Rose 6795, 1 .. have wel lever .. Bifore the 
puple patre and prey, And wrye me in my foxerye Under a 
cope of papelardye. cx1sq0 Pilgr. 7. 278 in Thynne's 
Animadv, (1865) App. i. 85, I had rehersid nothing but 
papry, sprong owt of Antichrist, full of foxry. 1893 R. F. 
Burton tr. /2 Pentamerone I. 178 The fox, never dreaming 
that the other was a quintessence of foxery, found a woman 
more a fox than herself. 

Fox-fire. Now only U.S. The phosphorescent 
light emitted by decaying timber. 

1483 Cath. Ang. 140 Fox Fire, glos, glossis. 1853 Kane 
Grinnell Exp. xxiv. (1856) 193 The fox-fire of the Virginia 
meadows. 

Fo'x-fur. The fur of the fox, used to face 
gowns ; hence, a gown trimmed with fox-fur. 

_ 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie u. vii. 204 Let him but in 
iudgements sight vncase, He’s naught but budge, old gards, 
browne fox-fur face. 1649 G. Daniet Tvinarch., Hen. [V 
Ixxxvii, The Alderman has won his Fox-furre here. 18 
Ouwa Winter City vii. 183 The dying daylight on the 
silver fox-furs. 

Fo:x-furred. [f. prec. +-EpD.] 

1. Trimmed with fox-fur. 

1579 Gosson Sch. Aéuse (Arb.) 49 Take heed of the foxe- 
furd nightcap, 1606 Dekker Devils Answ. Wks. (Grosart) 
II. 139 Shall my Fox-furde gownes be lockt vp from me? 

















FOXITE. 


2. Wearing fox-fur, wearing a fox-furred gown. 

1sgt GREENE Disc. Coosnage (1859) 12. Those Fox-furd 
Gentlemen that hyde under their gownes faced with foynes, 
more falshood then all the Conny-catchers in England. 
1597 Piler. Parnass. v. (1886) 21, 1 thinke not worse of 
faire Parnassus’ hill For that it wants that sommer’s golden 
clay, The idol of the foxfur’d usurer. 1648 Hunting of Fox 
38 Some few of the Fox-furred Aldermen. 

Foxglove (fp:ksiglvv). [OE. foxes gldfa (? pl.) : 
see Fox sé. and GLOVE. 

The reason for the second part of the name is obvious, as 
the flower resembles a finger-stall in shape; cf. the Lat, 
name. Why the plant was associated with the fox is not 
so clear; but cf. Norw. vevdjelde = Ey fox bell 0 

1, The popular name of Digztalis purpurea, a 
common ornamental flowering plant. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. 1. 54 Herba tricnos manicos pet is 
foxes clofe [v.~. glofa]. c1265 Names Plants in Wr.-Wiilcker 
556/6 Saluinca. .foxesgloue. a 1387 Sinon. Barthol. (Anecd. 
Oxon.) 15 Cevoterica, Ceroteca vulpis, foxglove. 1578 LyTE 
Dodoens i. xxiv. 175 Foxe gloue floureth chiefly in July 
and August. 1664 Everyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 214 Colum- 
bines, Iron-colour’d Fox-gloves, Holly-hocks. 1810 ScoTr 
Lady of L.1. xii, Fox-glove and nightshade, side by side, 
Emblems of punishment and pride. 

b. Used in medicine: see DIGITALIs. 

180r Med. Frul. V. 209 The Fox-glove of which the 
tincture is made, is commonly procured from the Hall. 
1861 Gro. Evior Silas M. 13 Recalling the relief his mother 
had found from a simple preparation of foxglove. 

2. Applied to various plants of other genera; e.g. 
formerly to the Mullein (Verbascum Thapsus). 

1587 Mascari Govt. Cattle (1600) 242 The iuyce of heg- 
taper, called Foxegloue. ; 

3. attrib. and Comb., as foxglove-bell, -leaf, -spire ; 
foxglove-shaped a. (see quot.). 

ax82t Keats Sonn. iii, Where the deer'’s swift leap 
Startles the wild bee from the *foxglove bell. 18zx A. T. 
Tuomson Lond. Disp. (1818) 610 Take of *foxglove leaves 
dried, adrachm. 1856 Hrenstow Dict. Bot. Terms,* Foxglove- 
shaped, a nearly cylindrical but somewhat irregular and 
inflated tube, formed like the corolla of a Digitalis. 1850 
Tennyson J Mem. 1xxxiii, The *foxglove-spire. 

Fo'x-hunt. The chase of a fox with hounds. 

1816 Sporting Mag. XLVII. 288 Next after a fox-hunt, 
the finest sight in England is a stage-coach just ready to 
start. 1875 W.S. Haywarp Love agst. World 11 This is 
my first fox-hunt. : 

So Fo-x-hunting v/. sd., the sport of hunting 
the fox; Fo’x-hunting #//. a.; and (back-form- 
ation) Fo'x-hunt v. zr., also +o fox-hunt tt. 
Also Fo’x-hunter, Fo’x-huntress, Fo'x-hunts- 
man, one who hunts the fox. 

1674 N. Cox Gentil. Recreat. 1. (1677) 106 Fox-hunting is 
very pleasant. 1692 R. L’Estrance Fadles civ, The fox- 
hunters went their way. 1768 G. WAsHINGTON /77t. (1889) 
II. 232 Rid up to Toulston in order to fox hunt it. 1772 
Dx. Ricumonp in Burke's Corr. (1844) I. 393, I have 
engaged alarge party..to come here..and stay a month to 
fox-hunt. 1827 Sporting Mag. XX. 93 No bad stem to 
graft a fox-huntsman on. 1829 /éid. XXIV. 32 A female 
fox-huntress. 1830 N.S. WHeEaton ¥ru/. 59 A fox-hunting, 
horse-racing..people. 1837 Howitt Rur. Life i. iv. (1862) 
31 Fox-hunting is now the chief amusement of the true 
British sportsman. 1852 R. S. Surrees Sfonge’s Sp. Tour 
Ivi. 318 Breaking their necks being, as she conceived, the 
inevitable end of fox-hunters. 


Foxian (fpksiin), a. [f. Fox(e+-1ay.]_ Per- 
taining to: a. John Foxe, author of the Book of 
Martyrs; . George Fox, founder of the Society 
of Friends or ‘ Quakers’. 

1641 Mitton A nimadv. (1851) 197 They which one of your 
Bishops scornfully termes the Foxian Confessors. 1642 — 
Afpol. Smect. (1851) 289. 1823 Lams Elia, Quaker’s Meeting, 
Once only..I witnessed a sample of the old Foxian orgasm. 

Foxing (fpksin), v7. sd. [f. Fox v. + -1ne 1] 

1. The action of the vb., in various senses. 

c1220 Bestiary 435 And in ure skemting he dod rade a 
foxing. 1742 Lond. & Country Brew.1. (ed. 4) 43 Foxing 
is a Misfortune, or rather a Disease in Malt Drinks, occa- 
sioned by divers Means. 1868 Chambers’ Encycl. I. 809 
The sugar in the worts will become partially converted into 
acetic acid, or, as it is termed, foxing occurs. 1873 WV. 4 Q. 
Ser. 1v. XI, 216 Is there any known means to prevent foxing 
in books? 1877 Hatiock Sportsman's Gaz. 17 With us of 
the North, foxing is by some followed during. .winter. 

2. concr. (See quots. and Fox z. 6.) 

1865 Mrs. Wuitney Gayworthys Il. 75 Say wore cloth 
boots, with patent foxings. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech, 1.912 
Foxing..an outer covering or upper leather over the usual 
upper. 2. Ornamental strips of a different material on the 


uppers of shoes. 
+ Fo:xish, a. Ods. [f. Fox sb. + -18u.] 


1. Of or pertaining to a fox, fox-like. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 196 Four different kinds of 
Leprosy are distinguished. .3. adopicia and vulpina foxissch. 
1571 GotpinG Cadwin on Ps. xxviii. 3 This foxish wyly- 
nesse, 1583 — Calvin on Deut. xxxvi. 215 If the fathers 
bee woolues they would haue their Children wooluish : if 
they bee olde foxes they would haue them to bee foxish. 

2. jig. Like a fox in nature, crafty, cunning. 

14.. Lypc. in Pol. Rel. §& L. Poems (1866) 25 Among, 
foxys be foxische of nature. 1535 Jove Afol. Tindale 44 
By his foxisshe example he pretendeth [etc.]. 1699 T. 
Clocxman] Tully's Offices (1706) 273 Your..crafty, foxish, 
juggling kind of Fellows. 

Foxite (fp'ksait). [see -1rz.] A political fol- 
lower of Charles James Fox. Also attrib. 

1782 Dr. Wotcor (Peter Pindar) Lyric Odes iii. 41 His 
muzzle, form’d of opposition stuff Firm as a Foxite, would 
not lose its ruff. 1808 Scorr Faw. Lett. 8 Feb., During the 
Foxites’ interval of power. @1845 Hoop To Mrs. Fry v, 


FOXLESS. 


The Pittite hues will sadden there, Whereas the Foxite 
shades will all show fair! [Used punningly: cf. Fox1anb.] 
Fo'xless, a. [f. Fox sd, +-1uss.] Void of foxes. 
1891 Hield 7 Mar. 331/2 ‘To show that the fine country 
they ranged over is not foxless, it may be stated that in the 
course of the day they moved eight or nine. 

Fox-like (fpksloik), @.  [f. as prec. + Lrxn a.] 
Like a fox; es. crafty, cunning. 

1577-87 Howinsnep Scot. Chron. (1808) V. 577 This 
Mudiard and his companions imbued with more than fox- 
like conditions, did (deceiuing their keepers) returne to their 
owne caues. 1654 Trappe Cov. Yod xxxiii. 26 Reconcilia- 
tions are for the most part Fox-like friendships. 1868 Dar- 
win Anim. §& Pl. 1.1.25 The domestic dogs on the coast of 
Guinea are fox-like animals, 

+ Fo-xly, @. and adv. Obs. In 2 adv. -liche. 
[f. as prec.+-LY l and 2.] Like a fox. 

A. adj. Crafty, cunning. B. adv. Craftily. 
exrr7s Lamb, Hon. 31 He wile seggen and foxliche 
smebien mid worde, Nabbe ic nawiht per-of. 1528 in Fur- 
nivall Badlads fr. MSS, 1.354 By foxly polecy pou dyd them 
in toll. 1894 WitLtopie Av/sa 18 Your painted box, and 
goodly preach, I see doth hold a foxly reach, 

Foxship (fpks)fip). [f. as prec. +-sHip.] 

1. The character or qualities of a fox. 

1607 SHAks. Co». IV. ii, 18 Had’st thou Foxship To banish 
him that strooke more blowes for Rome Then thou hast 
spoken words ? 

2, As a mock title. 

1863 W. Lancaster Practertta 41 If I meet thy foxship 
afterdays.. I'll mar that serpent face..And leave thy surgy 
rock without a king. 1870 Standard 13 Dec., His fox- 
ship was ‘ run into’ between Culgaith and Longwathby. 

Fo'xtail. [fas prec. + Tarn 5d.] 

1, The tail of a fox, a fox’s brush. 
of the badges of the fool or jester. 

Joxtatl : see FLAP sd. 1 b. 

21370 Robt. Crevle 57 The fole Roberd with hym went, 
Clad in a fulle sympulle garment, With foxe tayles to renne 
abowte. 1553, 1717 [see FLap sd. rb]. [a 1605 Monrcom, 
Misc. P. iv. 48 Then tak me with the foxis taill a flap, Since 
that the Hevins are hinderers of my hap.] 1613 Purcuas P2v- 
grimage ii. § 2(R.) Such a one is carried about the town 
with a boord fastned to his necke, all be-hanged with foxe- 
tayles. 1852 SemeL Orgaz 24 When they pulled out this 
stop, suddenly a large fox-tail flew into their faces. 1893 
T. B. Foreman 777 to Spain 31 Their bells and ornaments 
of fox-tail. 

2. As the name of a plant: a. One of various: 
species of grass with soft brush-like spikes of 
flowers, esp. Alopecerus pratensis. 

1ss2_ Hurort, Foxe taile, herbe, Alofpecnrus. 1897 
GERARDE HleréaZ 1. lviii. § 1. 81 Foxetaile hath many grassie 
leaues or blades. 1799 J. Ropertson Agyic. Perth 208 
The meadow fox-tail (alopecurus pratensis). 1846 J. Baxrer 
Libr, Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 359 The foxtail flowers in 
April, May, and.. June. 

b. A club-moss (Lycopodium clavatum). 

[1800 Wornsw. /dle Shepherd-boys, That plant which in 
our dale We call stag-horn or fox's tail.] 1866in 7veas, Bot. 

3. In various technical uses (see quots.). 

r7iz J. James tr. Le Blona’s Gardening 195 Vhese Pipes 
are..subject to Fox-Tails, which are the Roots of very small 
Trees, which passing by the Pores of the Harthen Pipe .. 
grow to such Length and Bigness, as to stop up the Pipe 
entirely [so Fr. gueve de renard (Littré)], 1854 Bapnam 
Halient. 313 Willughby tells us that of salars caught in the 
Ribble, those of the first year are called smolts, .those of the 
fourth, fox-tails. 1873 Weale’s Dict. Terms (ed. 4), Fox- 
ZaiZ in metallurgy, the cinder obtained in the last stage of 
the charcoal-finery process ; it is a cylindrical piece hollow in 
the centre. [So Fr. xevard, quoted by Littré from Buffon.] 

4. attrib. and Comd., as foxtail-grass = FOxTAIL 
2a; foxtail-saw, foxtail-wedging (see quots.). 

1597 GerarveE Herbal. vii. § x. 8 The great *Foxe-taile 
grasse. 471r J. Periver in Phil, Trans. XXVIII. 377 
Rough ear’d Fox-tail Grass. 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. 
Chem. (1814) 362 Meadow fox-tail grass. 1874 Knicur 


Formerly one 
+ Hap with a 


Dict. Mech. 1. 912 *Kox-tail saw, a dovetail saw. 1825 
Hamitton Dict. Terms, *FMoxtatl wedging. 1842-76 


Gwitt Archit. Gloss., Kox-tail Wedging, a method of fix- 
ing a tenon in a mortise by splitting the end of the tenon 
and inserting a projecting wedge, then entering the tenon 
into the mortise and driving it home. 

Foxtailed. [f. prec.+-np2.] Having a tail 
like a fox. Joxtatled Asparagus, the horsetail 
(Zquisetum maximum) (Britten and Holland), 

1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1790) IV. 237 The saki, or cagui 
.-has been often termed the foxtailed monkey. 

Fo'xter. Sc. Also 7 fochsterrie, fox trie. 
The foxglove (Digitalis purpurea). 

x623 in Pitcairn Crim. Trials Scot. 11. 538 Issobell con- 
fessit that scho send furth hir sone to gether fochsterrie 
leaueis. 1636 in Dalyedl's Darker S ee Scotd, (1831) 113 
Ane drink of fox trie leaves. 1818 Hocc lWool-gatherer, 
Brownie of Bodsbeck, etc. U1. 183 They [the fairies] ‘ll hae 
to .. gang away an’ sleep in their dew-cups an’ foxterleaves 
till the gloaming come again. | 

Foxy (fpksi), a. [f. Fox sd,+-y1.] 

1. Fox-like; es. crafty, cunning. 

1528 Roy Rede me Ded, (Arb.) 23 An hole or denne of 
falce foxy hipocrites. @ 1596 Tinvace Wks, (1573) 148 Oh 
foxy Pharisay. x60r W. Parry 7rav. Sir A. Sherley 30 
Having merrily passed the time with this foxy fryer. 1859 
Tennyson Guinevere 62 Modred’s narrow foxy face. 

2. Fox-coloured, reddish brown or yellow. 

1850 Jrul. R. Agric. Soc, XI. 1. 132 There are many patches 
of a deep, loose, foxy soil. 1879 G. Macponarp S7r Grddie I, 
xiv. 198 Its forehead washigh, with a mass of foxy hair over it. 

b. Painting. Marked by excessive predominance 
of reddish tints; over-hot in colouring. 

1783 Sir J. Reynotpys Notes on Du Fresnoy 105 That 
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[style] of Titian, which oy be called the Golden Manner, 
when unskilfully managed becomes what the Painters call 
Foxy, x8ar Craic Lect, Drawing ii, 128 They allowed 
such an excessive brownness in their shadows, as to make 
them sometimes perfectly foxy. 186 ‘THorNBURY Z¥ner 
II. 342 In some of the England series there is a violent foxy 
tone, very hot and oppressive. 

3. Used to denote various defects of colour and 
quality resulting from atmospheric conditions, 
improper treatment, etc. 

1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agyic. (1807) II. 260 The 
substance will be what is termed foxy. 1830 M. Donovan 
Dom, Econ. 1, 351 Salt. .stiffens the clammy soft dough made 
from new flour, and gives it a fair colour, when otherwise it 
would be foxy. 1846 Younc Vawut, Dict. Hoxey implies 
“a defect in timber of a reddish cast or hue, arising from over 
age or other causes’, 1877 NV. I”. Linc. Gloss. (ed. 2), Turnips 
when they turn leathery are said to be foxy. 1883 in 
Standard 18 May 6/5 Foxy to fine ordinary Guatemala 
[Coffee], at 48s. 1888 Exworrny HW’. Somerset Word-bk., 
foxy, specked, spotted—as with spots of mould or mildew. 
Also, clouded or uneven in shade of colour. .Said of some bad 
dyeing. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin, Foxey, 
timber is said to be foxey when there is an excessive 
proportion of green sapwood present in it, 

4. Of beer, wine, etc. : Turned sour in the course 
of fermentation, not properly fermented. 

1847 in Hatt, 1864 in WessTer. 

5. Of grapes: Having the coarse flavour of the 
fox-grape. 1864 in WrBSTER. 

6. Comd., as foxy-eyed, -red adjs. 

1878 Huxiry P/ysiogy. 26 Its inky taste, and the foxy-red 
sediment which it deposits .. attest the presence of iron. 
1880 W. J. Frorence in 7heatre (U.S.) Oct. 215 The foxy- 
eyed party near us. 

Hence Fo'xiness. 

1875 Lasterr Timber viil. 47 Oak timber..in its worst 
stage of ‘foxiness’, 1889 J. Jacons Wsof’s Kadles I. 209 
To him [early man] cunning was foxiness. 

+ Foy, 56.1 Ods. [a. ¥. fot, later form of fez 
Fay 5.!, faith] a. Faith, allegiance, homage. 
b. As an asseverative exclamation. 

_ 1590 [see Fay sd,! 3]. 1694 Concreve Double Dealer . 
iv, O foy ! Sir Paul! what do you mean? 

Foy (foi), sd.2 Now dal. [a. Du. food (in 
Kilian /oye, voye), prob., as Kilian suggests, a. Hr. 
vote way, journey.] A parting entertainment, pre- 
sent, cup of liquor, etc., given by or to one setting 
out on a journey. In different parts of Scotland 
applied variously to a party given in honour of a 
woman on the eve of her marriage; to a feast at 
the end of the harvest or fishing season; and the like, 

1496-7 Recs. Burgh Prestwick 6 Feb. (Maitl.) 34 He 
said the said baljeis was foy takaris, and held na courtis. 
c1645 Howe. Left, I. xii, Hoping to enjoy you before 
you go, and to give you a frendly foy. 1668 \. Ginson Les. 
to Ft. Wright 24 Aug., My due deserved thanks .. for y° 
friendly foy you pleased to giue me at our parting. 1700 
Farqunar Const. Coupéle 1, i, I'll pay my foy, drink a health 
to my King..and away for Hungary to-morrow morning. 
1741 Ricnarpson Pamela (1824) 1. xxxvii. 343 Under the 
notion of my foy, I slid a ans of guineas into the good 
woman's hand, 1854 Phemie Millar 175 Mr. Millar could 
not reconcile himself to Isabella's foy being passed over 
without notice, 1856 ExizaA Epmonsron Sé. §: 7, Shetland 
Zsi, iv. 46 At the Foys, the time-honoured toast is, ‘The 
Lord open the mouths of the gray fish. 1896 Mackay ///s/. 
he & Kinross x, 196 The Voy or farewell supper before 

artinmas was specially a ploughman’s feast. ‘ : 

Foy (foi), v. /ocal. intr. To go off to ships with 
provisions and assist them when in distress (Simson 
Historic Thanet 110), Wence Foy‘er, one who 
does this ; Foy-boat, a boat used by ‘ foyers’. 

1813 R. Epincron Coal Trade 225 Not less than 500 pilot 
and foy-boats, 1830 Beauties Thanet 1,71 The Foyers of 
this town form a numerous and hardy class. 

Foyaite (foyijsit). Ain. [f. Koya a place in 
Portugal, where it is found.] A kind of syenite. 

1878 Lawrence tr. Coftta's Rocks Class. 169 In the syenite 
group we also include. .foyaite. 1879 Ruriey Study Rocks 
x. 108 Eleolite is a constituent of the rocks zircon-syenite, 
foyaite, miascite, and ditroite. ‘ 

I Boyer (fwaye). [Fr.: see note s.v. Focus sd.] 

1. =Foous 4. 

1878 A. M. Hamitron Nerv. Dis. 157 But that when the 
softening follows typhus fever, puerperal, and other general 
diseases, the foyers will be multiple. ‘ 

2. Originally, the green-room in French theatres ; 
now usually, a large room in a theatre, concert- 
hall, etc., to which the audience may retire during 
the intervals of the performances, 

1859 Sata Tw. rouna Clock (1861) 263 This model foyer 
is to have Pome ag the Haymarket and something of 
the Adelphi. 1882 Harper's Mag. Feb. 327 ‘Twice a year 
it is held in the foyer of the Academy of Music, 

Foyegne, obs. form of Forn v. 

Foyle, Foyl(l, obs. ff. of Foan, Foon, For, 

Foyne, obs. form of Frw. 

Foyn(e, foyng3e(e, obs. forms of Forn 2. and sd, 

Foysen, -so(u)n, -zon, etc., obs. ff. Forson, 

Foyst(e, Foyster, var. of Forsr, FusTEr, 

Foyte, obs. form of Foor. 

+ Fo3, Obs. rare—'. [repr. OF. */g = MHG, 
vuoc, mod.Ger. Jug; cf. OF. ge-/ég, and the deri- 
vative fYgan, Fay v.] Fitness ; in phr.=Ger. mit 
Sug und recht. se 

ax2g0 Owl § Night, 184 We mu3e..Plaidi mid fo3e and 
mid rigte, 





FRACTILE. 


Fozy (fowzi), a. Sc. and dial, [ef. Du. voos (in 
Kilian also voosch, vooghs, ‘spongiosus, rarus et 
levis instar fungi’) ; also Norw. /os spongy, LG. 
Jussig porous, spongy.] Spongy, loose-textured ; 
also of flesh=loaay 3. Also /ig., ‘fat-witted’. 
Hence Fo‘ziness, 

x8ax Blackw. Mag. X.753 The weak and young Whigs 
have become middle aged, and their foziness can no longer 
be concealed. 1823 J. Witson /dfd, XIII. 593 A certain 
ingenious person ,. met with a turnip of more than common 
foziness in his field. 1826 — Noct. Ambry. Wks. 1855 I. 15 
‘The language is out of condition—fat and fozy, thickwinded, 
-.and plethoric. 1894 IAN Mactarnn Beside Bonnie Brier 
Bush 206 WHe's fair fozzy wi’ trokin’ in his gairden an’ 
feeding pigs. 

Fra, obs. form of Fro, 

Frab (freeb), v. dial, [Onomatopeeic; ef. cvab 
and fret, fratch, etc.) trans. ‘Yo harass, worry. 

an Mrs. Gasket MM. Barton iv. (1882) 7/2, I was very 
frabbit with him, 1833 — Awth IIT, xii, 298, I was not 
kind to you, I frabbed you, and plagued you from the first. 
1865 B. Brirrtry /rkdale 1. 34 What toylin an’ frabbin 
ther needs ‘Through this woald to get decently poo'd. 

+ Fra‘bble, sb. Os, rare’. [Cf next.] 
Confused wrangling. 

1685 H. Morr Paralip, Prophet. 370 Rather a frabble of 
words than a distinct disagreement of senses. 

Fra‘bble, v. vave. [dim. or freq. of Fran. 
Cf. BRABBLE.] 7/7. To bicker, wrangle. 

1885 Manch, Hven. News 6 July 2/2 It is distinctly un- 
desirable that the matter should be made a peg on which to 
hang further misunderstandings and frabblings. 

Fracas (fraka; in U.S, frérkas). Also Sc. 
Sraca (Jam.). [a. Fr. fracas, ad. It. /racasso, vb. 
sb. f. Jracassare to make an uproar.] <A disturb- 
ance, noisy quarrel, ‘row’, uproar. 

1727 Lavy M, W. Monracu Let, fo C'tess Mar Apr., He 
= occasions such fracas among the ladies of gallantry that 
it passes description. 1785 Burns Scotch Drink 1 Let other 
Poets raise a fracas "Bout vines, an’ wines, an’ drunken 
Bacchus. 1848 THackwray Van, Jair xxxvi, A violent fracas 
took place between the infantry-colonel and his lady. 


|| Frace‘do, Ovs. [mod.L. fracédo, f. frac-tdus 
Fracip, after the analogy of dz/cédo sweetness. ] 
Putrefying heat. Hence Frace‘dinous a., erro- 
neously /race'donous, productive of heat through 
putrefaction ; pertaining to putrid fermentation, 

1669 W. Simrson //ydrol. Chym, 253 The several sorts of 
Barth, are various coagulations of water, according to the 
difference of the Fracedinous seeds dispersed and implanted 
therein. dd. 329 ‘Vhe Fracedinous Odor. 1677 Hare 
Prim, Orig, Man. Ww. ii. 306 Some Insects. .have an Origin- 
ation.. by very strength and /vacedo of the Earth and 
Waters quickened by the vigorous Heat of the Sun, a 169% 
Boyir //ist. Air xiii. (1692) 75 Their several malignant, 
congelative and fracedonous Natures and Qualities, 

Frache. ? Olds. Also g fraiche. A metal tray 
for holding glass-ware in the annealing process. 

1662 Merrerr tr, Neri's Art of Glass 244 After some time 
these Glasses are put into Iron Pans, .call’d Fraches, which 
by degrees are drawn. .all along the Leer, .that the Glasses 
may cool Gradatim. 1799 G. Smirn Laboratory 1. 167 
Fraches, 1832 G, R. Porrer Porcelain § Gl. 158 The 
annealing oven..is..furnished with numerous shallow iron 
trays, which can be passed easily along the level bottom of 
the chamber, ‘These trays are called lier-pans or fraiches. 

+Fra‘cid, a. Ods. [ad. L. fracid-us, f. frac-, 

Srax lees of oil.] Rotten from over-ripeness. 

1655 G.S, Let. to Hartlibin Ref, Comm, Bees 23 Insects 
..is.. Natures recreation, which she out of the fracid ferment 
of putrifying Bodies doth form, 1656 Biounr Glossogy., 
F’rvacid, more then ripe, paver pe ead 172i in 
Bary. 1866 7yeas. Bot., Kracid, Of a pasty texture; 
between See and pulpy. 

Fracin, frackne, var. of Frecken 5d, Obs, 

Frack, Sc. var. of Frnox, Ods. 

Fracle, obs. form of Frrokun, 

+ Fract, £//. a. Obs. [ad. L. fract-us, pa. pple. 
of /rangére to break.) a. Broken, cracked. b. 
Of a number: Fractional. 

1547 Boorpr Brev, Health Ixx, 29b, A mans skull..may 
be fract or broken. x715 Phil. Trans. XXIX, arr Mr, 
Newton introduced into his Analytical Computations, the 
Fract, Surd, Negative and Indefinitive Indices of Digni- 
ties. 

+ Fractable, sd. Arch. Obs. [f. prec. + TABLE. ] 
(See quot. 1862,) Also Fractabling, 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 11. 451/2 Of the outsides of an 
House. .are..the Fractablées and Corbells. 1862 Dicé. Arch. 
(Arch. Publ. Soc.), /vactadble, or Hract Table; Lractabling 
at Liverpool. A term used, in the middle ages, for the 
crest table or coping running up and down the gables of 
a building. 

Fra‘cted, p//. a. [f. L. /ract- (see prec.) + -Ep1,] 

+1. Broken, in various senses. Of a number: 
Fractional. Ods. 

1547 Boorpe Brev. Health § 321 If..the memory [be] 
fracted with the pregnance of it [some matter above his 
capacity], 1599 Suaks, Zen. V, 11. i, 130 His heart is fracted 
and corroborate, 1607 — 70% 11, 1, 22 My reliances on 
his fracted dates Have smit my credit, 1674 Jeakr Arvth, 
(1696) 16x If the Addends be Iracted Geodaeticals.. Then 
proceed in the Addition with the Fractions, 1706 W. Jonrs 
Syn, Palmar, Matheseos 163 This Proportion will hold, 
whether % be..Whole, Fracted, or Surd Quantity. 

2. Her. Having a part displaced as if broken. 

1828-40 Barry Lucycl. Her, 1. /racted, broken or parted 
asunder..[e. g.] a fesse debruised, fracted or removed, 


Fractile (fro'ktil), a. [f. as prec, + -1Ln1,] 








FRACTION. 


Pertaining to fraction or breakage; indicating lia- 


bility to breakage or cleavage. 

1727 Baitey vol. II, Fracti/e, Frail or Brittle. 1893 
Scrioner’s Mag. Apr. 470/2 The fractile lines of the sand- 
stone. 

Fraction (frekfon), sb. Also 4-6 fraccion, 
-yon. [a. OF. fraccton (Fr. fraction), ad. eccl.L. 
Jraction-em, n. of action f. frangére to break.] 

l. The action of breaking: a. in the Eucharist: 
the breaking or dividing of the bread. 

1504 Arxynson tr. De [mitatione 11. xi. 190 Many foloweth 
hym to be parteners of the fraccyon of his brede. 1602 T 
FirzHersert Afol, 50 Though it may be said..that he 
suffreth fraction or breaking in the Sacrament when it is 
broken..yet [etc.]. 1737 Watertanp “ucharist 67 The 
distributing the Bread to the Company, after the Benediction 
and Fraction, was customary among the Jews. 1877 J. D. 
CuamsBers Div. Worship 377 The Fraction is the most 
solemn, ancient, and significant Action of the whole of the 
Formulary of Consecration. : ; 

+b. with reference to material things in general, 
and to lines, etc.; also, refraction (of light). Ods. 

1571 Dicces Pantom. 1. xxi. Gjb, Glasses transparent, 
whiche by fraction should vnite or dissipate the images. 
1612 Woopatt Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 271 Fraction is the 
breaking of some matter with ones hand, or with an instru- 
ment. 1656 tr. Yobdes’ Elem. Philos. (1839) 195 ‘The bending 
or curvation of a strait line into the circumference of a 
circle. .is fraction continually increasing. 1684 Burnet 7%. 
Earth. iii. 30 Several parcels of Nature that retain still 
the evident marks of fraction and ruine. 1813 T. Bussy 
Lucretius 1. Comment. xxi, Had compound bodies been 
subject to unlimited fraction. ; 

c. with reference to immaterial things; chiefly 
in obsolete uses, e.g. a disturbance (of the mind), 


an infraction or rupture (of the peace). 

1547 BoorDE Brev. Health 27 This impediment [dreames] 
..may come. .specially of fraction of the mynde. 1627-77 
FELTHAM Resolves 1. v.170 When the Affections are glewed 
to the world, Death makes not a Dissolution, but a Fraction. 
1721 StryPe Eccl, Mem. I. iv. 51 The French king having 
lost his friendship by divers fractions of the peace with 
England. 1842 Sir H. Taytor Ldwin the Fair 1.v, The 
blackbird sang us forth..loud and full at first..then with 
pause And fraction fitfully. 

+2. The result of breaking; the state of being 
broken; a broken place, breach, fissure, rupture ; 
Spec. in Surg. a fracture. Ods. 

1587 Fieminc Contn. Holinshed III. 1349/1 Healing of 
bones broken, termed commonlie fractions. 1658 A. Fox 
Wurtz’ Surg. u. vii. 67 Carefully feel with your finger, 
whether there be any fraction. 1685 TravesTIn Svzege 
Newheusel 20 We..made large Fractions in the Bastion. 
1690 ‘T. Burnet 7%. Earth 1. 36 If we had seen the 
mountains..when the earth was fresh broken. .the fractions 
..of them would have appear’d very gastly. 1705 CHERRY 
in Hearne Codlect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) I. 22 A fall..caus’d 
a great fraction inmynose. 1798 W. Biair Soldier's Friend 
74 Wounds, fractions, and dislocations. 

+3. An interruption of good feeling or harmony ; 
discord, dissension; a rupture. In early use also: 


A breach of the peace, brawling. Ods. 

1502 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) tv. ix. 193 Whiche 
taketh wylfully ony persone..in the chyrcheyarde..or y® 
whiche there maketh ony fraccion. 1591 Horsey 7Jvrav. 
(Hakl. Soc.) 262 Betwen the Poll and them fractions, and 
factions among themselves. 1606 SHaxs. 7%. & Cr. 1. iii. 
107. 1670 Cotton Esfernoz 11. vi. 262 By which means. . 
a fraction betwixt them must of necessity ensue. @1713 
Suartessury Char, (1749) III. 143 Fractions at Court.—Ship- 
wreck of Ministrys. 1721 [see 1c]. ‘be 

4. Something broken off; a disconnected portion ; 
a fragment, scrap, small piece. Said with refer- 
ence both to material and immaterial things. By 
Jractions ; piecemeal, by halves. Now rare. 

1606 Suaxs. 77. §& Cv. v. ii. 158 The fractions of her faith, 
orts of her loue. 1607 — Timon u. ii, 220. 1641 PryNNE 
Antip. To Rdr., My primitive intention was, to have pre- 
sented thee with this. . Antipathy intirely at the same instant 
without fractions. 1656 Davenanr Szege Rhodes 1. To Rdr., 
Why my numbers are so often diversify’d and fall into short 
fractions. 1657 SANDERSON Pref. to Seri. (1681) § 23 
Whilest they are still crumbling into Fractions and 
Factions. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's Stud. Nat. 
(1799) Il. 19 No one is disposed to be a friend by fractions. 
1840 CARLYLE Heroes (1858) 233 Mahomet's followers found 
the Koran lying all in fractions, 


+b, ? A paragraph or section (of a book). Ods. 
1625 Burces Pers. Tithes 44 In the next Fraction after 
that ca of the Statute. .it is said; Prouided alwaies [etc.], 


5. Math. a. Avrith. A numerical quantity that 
is not an integer; one or more aliquot parts of a 
unit or whole number; an expression for a definite 


portion of a unit or magnitude. 

Common or vulgar fractions are those in which the 
numerator and denominator are represented by numbers 
placed the one above, the other below, a horizontal line. 
Sometimes fraction is used for ‘vulgar fraction’, or for a 
quantity expressed by means ofa numerator and denominator; 
e.g. ‘the fraction $=2’, For complex, compound, continued, 
decimal, proper and improper fractions, see those words. 

¢ 1391 Cuaucer Astrol. Prol. § 3 Smallest fraccions ne wol 
nat ben shewed in so smal an instrument. 1542 REcoRDE 
Gr. Artes 130 b, Thenne maye I boldly enstructe you in y® 
arte of fractions or broken nomber. 1614 RALEIGH //ist, 
World u. (1634) 214 But the very minutes and lesser fractions 
were to be observed by him. 1668 WiLkins Real Char. 
393 A Fraction may be exprest..by the Adjective Neuter. 
1705 ArBuTHNoT Co/zs (J.), Pliny put a round number near 
the truth, rather than a fraction, 181x W. Irvinc in Zz § 
Lett. (1864) 1. 269 This place would suit you to a fraction. 
1812-16 Prayrain Nat, Phid. Il, 243 The deflection. .if 
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reduced to feet, comes out 16 and a small fraction. 1827 
Hutton Course Math. 1. 86 The vulgar fraction may be 
reduced to a decimal, then joined to the integer, and the 
root of the whole extracted. 1838 Dz Morcan Zss, Probab. 
30 The probability of an event is measured by the fraction 
which the number of favourable cases is of all that can 
happen. 1846 Greener Sc. Gunnery 392 The Belgians 
too find the same result toa fraction. 1847 Grotr Greece 
I. xxviii. (1862) III. 43 The village is a fraction, but the cit 
isan unit. 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 11 The fraction whic 
denotes the ratio of the two distances is sometimes termed 
the representative fraction. : 

b. Alg. An expression analogous to an arithme- 
tical vulgar fraction, in which the numerator and 
denominator are algebraical terms or expressions, 

1812-16 Prayrair Nat. Phil. (1819) I. 39 This fraction is 
a maximum, when the denominator A + 2+ [etc.] is a 
minimum. 

Hence Fra‘ction v., to break into fractions or 


pieces. Fra‘ctionlet, a small fragment. 

1830 CARLYLE in Froude Life in Lond. (1882) II. 88 Wrotea 
fractionlet of verse, entitled ‘The Beetle’. 1840 — Heroes 
ii. 47 The Nation fractioned and cut asunder by deserts. 

Fractional (frekfenal), a. [f. Fracrion + 
-AL.] Of, pertaining to, or dealing with a fraction 
or fractions ; comprising or constituting a fraction ; 
of the nature of a fraction. Hence, Incomplete, 
partial, insignificant. Mractional currency (see 
quot.). Lractionaldistillation: see DISTILLATION 3. 

1675 Ocitpy Sit. Pref., Not regarding the Fractional Parts 
ofa Mile. a 1806 Fox Speech, Proc. Ld. Melville Sp. 1815 
VI. 584 The right honourable gentleman..has amused the 
House with an account of fractional sums of 8s. 6d., 145., 
and 2s, 1828 D’Isrartt Chas. /, II. ii. 32 At length wé are 
surprised that these fractional disputes close into one mighty 
--enmity. 1858 Mitt Lzderty iv. (1865) 45/1 The interest 
which society has in him individually..is fractional. 1862 
Goscuen For. Exch. 102 Realizing a fractional profit for 
the convenience which they afford. 1879 WesstTER, Supp., 
Fractional currency, small coin, or paper notes, in circu. 
lation, of less value than the monetary unit. 1892 Daily 
News 20 Dec.7/3 Messrs. B. decline to accept Messrs, M.’s 
fractional certificates in exchange for bonds. 

Hence Fra‘ctionally adv., in a fractional manner 


or degree; by a fraction or fractions. 

1883 Daily News 7 Nov. 4/7 American prices were firm, 
but foreign Government stocks receded fractionally. 1888 
Ibid. 4 Dec. 7/2 A surplus, applied to augment that dividend 


fractionally. ' 
ELE. a. [f. FRACTION + 


Fractiona 
-ARY 2, Cf. Fr. fractionnatre.| & = FRACTIONAL, 


b. Dealing with or carried on by fractions or frag- 
ments. ¢@. Tending to divide into fractions. 

a. 1674 JEAKE A7vith. (1696) 32 But the further practise 
therewith must be referred to Fractionary or Contract 
Operations. 1847 GiLFILLAN in Zai?t’s Mag. XIV. 523 To 
discharge even a fractionary part of what would never in 
whole be defrayed. 

b. 1840 Mrs. Cartyre Lefé. I. 128 Fritters away my 
time in fractionary writing. 1847 De Quincey in Yai?’s 
Mag. XIV. 666 Beyond what can be supplied by the frac- 
tionary life of petty brokerage or commerce. 

Cc. 1857 Contemp. Rev. V. 154 The ‘fractionary’ eccle- 
siastical spirit of the African Christians has been traced in 
the enormous numbers of the African bishops. 

Fractionate (frekfoneit), v. [f. FRacrion 
+-ATE3.] Zrans. To separate (a mixture) by dis- 
tillation or otherwise into portions of differing 
properties. Hence Fra:ctionated ///. a.; Fra:c- 
tiona‘tion, the action of fractionating. 

1867 W. R. Bowpitcu Coal Gas 5 These heavy oils were 
obtained by passing the gas over carefully fractionated pure 
light coal oils. 1878 Kinezetr Amis. Chen, 210 Itmay.. 
be separated from that substance by a process of fractiona- 
tion. 1894 Nature 23 Aug. 410/2 By fractionating Russian 
petroleum the author had obtained hydrocarbons [etc.). 

Fractionize (fre"kfonaiz),v. [f. Fracrion+ 
-128.] trans. (and aésol.) ‘Tobreak up into fractions. 

1675 CoLuins in Rigaud Corr. Scz. Aen (1841) I. 216 If 
the second term of an equation be wanting, the penultimate 
may be removed into the room of it..and that without 
fractionizing. 183: SourHey in Q. Rev. XLV. 443 They 
fractionize, they divide. 1841 Fraser's Mag. XXIV. 207 To 
.. fractionise..the Conservative party, would be an act of 
treachery. 1872 Contemp. Rev. XX. 583 All of these frag- 
mentary ideas. .fractionize, but do not resolve the problem. 

Fractious (free'kfas), a. [f. FRACTION (sense 3), 
after captzous, etc. 

The original sense seems to have been ‘ disposed to make 
breaches, factious’; the more trivial use now current may 
be due to association with Fratcu.] 

Refractory, unruly; now chiefly, cross, fretful, 
peevish ; esp. of children, 

1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 353 Having had an 
account how mutinous and fractious they had been. 1776 
Foote Capuchin 11, Wks. 1799 11. 399 The young slut is so 
headstrong and fractious. 1824 W. ieaite 7. Trav. I. 30 
A terrible peevish fractious fellow. 1847 ALB. Smitn Chr. 
Tadpole \xi. (1879) 510 Baby would be getting so very 
fractious. 1857 BuckLe Civilisation vii. 402 The fractious 
and disloyal conduct of many of the hierarchy. 1880 L. 
Wa tack Ben-Hur ix. 46 Men struggling doubtfully with 
fractious cows and frightened sheep. 

transf. 1821 CoLerIDGE in Blackw. Mag, X. 261 The 
fractious noise of the dashing of a lake on its border, 

Hence Fra‘ctiously adv.; Fra‘ctiousness. 

1727 Baitey vol. II, Yractiousness. 1736 — (folio), 
Fractiously. 1783 Miss Cottier Art Torment. 159 She 
will..ask your pardon. .for having indulged your own frac- 
tiousness. 1855 Macautay /7/ist, Eng. 1V. 54 The treason 
of Russell is to be attributed partly to fractiousness. 1858 
Poison Law § L. 99 His fractiousness, and his want of 


FRENULUM. 


patience. 1878 Mrs. H. Woop Pomeroy Add. (ed. 3) 122 
* How stupid you are, Bridget !’ she fractiously said. 


Fracture (fre'ktitir), sd. Also 6 fractour, 
[a. Fr. fracture, ad. L. fractira, {. fract- ppl. 
stem of frangére to break.] 

1. The action of breaking or fact of being 
broken; breakage; sfec. in Sarg. (the earliest use), 


the breaking of a bone, cartilage, etc. 

1541 R. Coptanp Galyen’s Terap. 2Bj, Ye must begyn 
the lygature at the vlcerate party, in ledynge it towarde the 
hole partye, as Hyppocrates wylleth in the fractour of bones. 
1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. 1. i. 38 Without any great 
fracture of the more stable and fixed parts of Nature. 1720 
De For Caft. Singleton xiv. (1840) 241 The shock of the 
air, which the fracture in the clouds made. 1832 BaBBAGE 
Econ. Manuf. iv. (ed. 3) 33 Time is requisite for producing 
the fracture oftheice. 1878 T. Bryant Pract. Surg. (18979) 
II. 39 Fracture of the sterno-costal cartilages is a rare 
accident. : 

Jig. 1842 Lp. Cocxsurn ¥rxi. I, 315 Preparations have 
begun to be made for. .fracture of the Church. _ ' 

2. The result of breaking; a crack, division, split; 
+ a broken part, a splinter. 

1641 ‘Smectymnuus’ Azsw. § 18 (1653) 71 Their Fractures 
were so many, they knew not which Religion to chuse if 
they should turne Christians, 1651 Jer. Taytor Holy 
Dying iv. § 8 (1727) 177 Reconcile the fractures of his 
family. 1654 Gayton Pleas. Notes 1. v. 16 Besides, the 
losse of his Launce, though it stuck emblematically on his 
sides, yet the fractures went to his heart. 1798 W. CLUBBE 
Omnium 33 He got off his box, and went to splicing the 
fractures [of the harness]. 1814 Scott Ld. of /sles Vv. Vi, 
O’er chasms he pass’d, where fractures wide Craved wary 
eye and ample stride. 1832 De La BrcuEe Geol, Man. 
(ed. 2) 29 No appearances of fracture are visible in the hills. 
1876 J. S. Brewer Eng. Stid. ii. (1881) 78 They admitted 
no such fracture in the chain of our political existence, 


b. Surg. For comminuted, compound, simple 


Sracture, see those words. 

1525 tr. Brunswick's Surg. G iiij, If the fracture be 
lytell it shall be cured like y® contusyon aforesayd. 
1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 306/2 Whether 
it be a wounde ora Fracture. 1633 G. HerBert Teme, 
Repentance vi, Fractures well cur’d make us more strong. 
1656 RipGLry Pract. Physick 161 Fractures of the Nose, 
Cheek-bones..fasten again in twenty or twenty-four days. 
1789 W. Bucuan Dom. Aled. (1790) 593 The art of reducing 
fractures. 1835-6 Topp Cyc/. Anat. I. 443/1 In one [bone] 
the fracture had not united. 1843 BetHune Sc. reside 
Stor, 11 The fracture was a simple one. 

Jig. 18539 Hottanp Gold /’. vi. 98 Old fractures of charac- 
ter that refuse to unite. 


3. The characteristic appearance of the fresh sur- 
face in a mineral, when broken irregularly by the 


blow ofahammer. More fully, szrface of fracture. 

1794 SULLIVAN View Nat. 1, Sparkling in its fracture like 
sugar. 1812-16 J. SmitH Panorama Sc. & Art 1. 2 The 
fracture of which is of adark colour. 1830 HrerscuEL Stud. 
Nat. Phil. 1. iii. 47 The rock at once splits with a clean 
fracture. 1831 Brewster Oftics xii. 101 The two surfaces 
of fracture were absolutely black. 1869 Puitiirs Veswv. iil. 
65 It breaks with a resinous fracture. 

+4. =FRAcTION 5. Obs.—1 

1674 JEAKE A7ith, (1696) 230 Forasmuch as alwayes an 
whole Year..is not the subject of the Question..but some- 
times Parts or Fractures of the whole are useful. 

5. Phonology. The euphonic substitution of a 
diphth ong forasimple vowel, owing to the influence 
of a following consonant (in OF. #, /, 7); the 
diphthong so produced, 

1891 A. L. Mayuew O. Z£. Phonol. § 81 Short eo corre- 
sponds to Germ é, as the result of fracture before final /. 
lbid. § 84 eo=io the fracture of Germ. 7 before 4+ cons. 


6. attrib. and Comb., as fracture-bed, -bedstead ; 
fracture-surface (=sense 3). 
1884 Yealth Exhib. Catal. 102/r *Fracture Beds. oid. 


102/2 *Fracture Bedstead. 1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min, 
(ed. 3) 135 The *fracture-surfaces or planes thus exposed. 

Fracture (frektitiz), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To cause a fracture in, esp. a bone, ete. ; 
to break the continuity of; to crack. 

[1612-1794 see the ppl. adj.] 1803 M. Cutterin Zz, rvs. 
&§ Corr. (1888) II. 134, I fell upon a large round timber and 
fractured two ribs. 1830 LyeLt Princ. Geol. I. 132 Before 
our secondary strata were formed, those of older date..were 
fractured and contorted. 1858 Larpner Hand-bk. Nat. 
Phil., Hydrost. 7 & liability of bursting or fracturing some 
parts of the machine might arise. 1859 W. CoLtins Q. of 
Hearts I. ii. 42 She would. , fracture her skull with the pony. 

2. intr, for ref. To suffer fracture ; to break. 

18.. Science IV. No. 16. 5 (Cent.) The implements. .are of 
sandstone [or] quartzite, neither of which fractures properly 
when subjected to heat. 

Hence Fractured ff/. a.; Fracturing vd/. sd. 
and fl. a. 

1612 Woopati Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 149 Nothing cureth 
a fractured bone so much as rest. @1763 SHENSTONE 
Economy 11, 38 Behold his chair, whose fractur'd seat infirm 
An aged cushion hides. 17; ULLIVAN Vzew Nat. I. 104 
That mass of fractured and cating country. 1830 HerscHEeL 
Stud, Nat. Phil. 285 The sudden application of convulsive 
and fracturing efforts. 1834 Mrs. SomerviLLE Connex. 
Phys. Sc. xxx. (1849) 350 The part which originally had a 
north pole acquires a south pole at the fractured end. 1886 
A. Wincue._t Walks & Talks Geol. Field 221 Much frac- 
turing of the crust must have resulted, 

Frae, Sc. form of Fro, 

|| Frenulum (fr7nilim). Anat. 
Franum.) A small freenum; a freenum. 


1706 in Puitiips (ed. Kersey), 1840 Youart Horse viii. 
(1847) 204 A portion of the tongue of a mare, extending as 


[dim. of 


FRANUM. 


far as the frenulum beneath. 1843 J. G. WiLkrnson tr. 
Swedenborg’s Anim. Kingd. |. ii. 59 Each of the lips has 
its peculiar franulum, 


| Frenum, frenum (fr/nim). 
frena. [L. /rénum, frenum, bridle.] 

1. Anat. A small ligament or membranous fold 
which bridles or restrains the motion of the organ 


to which it is attached; ¢.g. that of the tongue. 

1741 Monro Anat. (ed. 3) 147 The Frenum of the Tongue. 
1754-64 [see FourcHETTE]. 1807-26 S. Cooper First Lines 
Surg, (ed. 5) 382 In persons born dumb, the state of the frae- 
num should always beexamined. 1872 Conen Dis. Throat 
51 The glosso-epiglottic fold. .or freenum of the epiglottis. 

2. (See quot. 1859.) 

1859 Darwin Orig. Spec. vi. 192 Pedunculated cirripedes 
have two minute folds of skin, called by me the ovigerous 
frena, which serve, through the means of a sticky secretion, 
to retain the eggs until they are hatched. 1877 Hux.ry 
Anat. Inv. Anim. vi. 295 The ovigerous freena of Lepas. 


Fraght, obs. form of FRAUGHT. 

Fragile (fre‘dzil),a. Also 6 fragyll, 8 fragil. 
[a. F. fragtle (14th c.), ad. L. fragzl-is, f. frag- 
root of frangére to break. See FRA a.] 

1. Liable to break or be broken; easily snapped 
or shattered; in looser sense, weak, perishable, 


easily destroyed, Also fig. 

1607 SHAKS. T7207 v. i. 204 ‘Throwes That Natures fragile 
Vessell doth sustaine In lifes vncertaine voyage. 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 84x Of Bodies, some are Fragile; and some are 
Tough, and not Fragile. @1668 DENHAM Progr. Learn. 
188 When subtile Wits have spun their thred too fine, ’Tis 
weak and fragile, like Arachne’s line. -167x Mitton P. R. 
mt. 388 Much ostentation vain of fleshly arm And fragile 
arms. 1756 Biacktock Soliloguy 281 Secure, thy steps the 
fragile board could press. 1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain § 
Gi, 248 Threads .. render the material [glass] extremely 
fragile. 1856 Kane Arvct. Ex. I. xxyii. 356 We found the 
spot.. hemmed in by loose and fragile ice. 

b. OF persons, ete.: Of weak or tender frame 
or constitution, delicate (=FRatm, but used with 


an allusion to the primary sense). 

1858 FroupE Hist. Eng. III. xvii. 435 The..people saw as 
yet but a single fragile life between the country and a dis- 
puted succession. 1883 Ourpa Wanda 1. 43 An old lady, so 
delicate. .so pretty and so fragile. 


+2. Liable to err or fall into sin; frail. Ods. 


Pl. frena, 


1513 Brapsuaw St. Werburge 1. 1875 More lykeanangell - 


.. Than a fragyll mayde of sensuall appetyte. zd. 1. 2776 
A wanton prynce folowynge sensualyte And his fragyll 
appetyte. 1548 Hatt Chron., Edw. /V (an. 23) 248 b, Suche 
is the blyndnes of our fraile and fragile nature, euer giuen 
to carnal concupiscence. : : 

3. quasi-sd. in /. =fragile articles or goods. 

1882 Pall Mall G. 19 June 10/1 Cases..marked. .‘ Fragiles’. 

Hence Fra‘gilely adv., Fra'gileness. 

1727 Battey II, Fragileness. 1864 WeBSTER, Pragilely. 

Fragility (fridgiliti). [a. F. fragdité (12th 
c.), ad. L. fragzlitatem: see FRAILTY.] 

1, The quality of being fragile or easily broken ; 
hence, liability to be damaged or destroyed, weak- 


ness, delicacy. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 147 Hit is not fittyng for a woman to 
goo to bataylle for the fragylite and feblenes of her. 1604 
R. Caworey Table Alph., Fragilitie, brittlenes, or weake- 
nesse. c16z0 Bacon Ws. (1857) III. 807 Three things 
are chiefly to be observed: the colour: the fragility or 
pliantness: the volatility or fixation. 1707 Cwrios. in 
Husb. & Gard. 25 Man ought not to regard .. Flowers 
without reflecting..on their Fragility and small Duration. 
1756 Burke Swdd. & B. 11. xvi, An air of robustness and 
strength is very prejudicial to beauty. An appearance 
of delicacy, and even of fragility, is almost essential to 
it. 1866 Tare Brit. Mollusks iv. 131 The shell of this species 
is. characterized by its extreme thinness and fragility. 


. fig. 
1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (1638) 54 That which was left of 
his body. .lay, as. .the miserable spectacle of mans fragilitie. 
1750 Jounson Rambler No. 71 P g General forgetfulness of 
the fragility of life. 175 /d¢d. No. 143 P 3 They would.. 
lament..the fragility of beauty. 1886 Sir H. Maine Pas. 
Govt. in Fortn. Rev. N.S. XX XIX. 171 The controversy 
as to the relative fragility, or the relative difficulty, of popular 
government and other forms of government. 

+2. Moral weakness, frailty. Ods. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1. (1495) 8 In case that bi 
humayne fragilyte or freyltee thou trespas ayenst the com- 
maundement of almyghty god. @1533 Lp. Brrners Huon 
1, 167 Adam & Eue .. the whiche by theyr fragylyte brake 
goddes commaundement. 1579 Furxr Heskins’ Parl. 273 
God condescending to our fragilities. 1600 Hottanp Livy 
vit. 307 Beseeching the Dictatour to forgive this humane 
fragilitie and youthfull folly of Qu. Fabius. @ 1624 Swin- 
BURNE Sfousals (1686) 156 The fragility and mutability of 
the feminine Sex considered. 


Fragment (fregmént). [a. F. fragment (16th 
c.) or ad. L. fragment-um (£. frangére to break),] 

1. A part broken off or otherwise detached from 
a whole ; a broken piece; a (comparatively) small 


detached portion of anything. ; 

1583 Hottypanp Camzpo di Fior 75 They promised me to 
bring me. .some of the leavinges, or fragmentes [of a feast]. 
1611 Biste Yohn vi. 13. 1632 LirHcow 7rav. vi. 280 The 
valley..now filled up with fragments of old walles. 1704 
Newton Oftics u. ut. y. 55 If a thin’d or plated Body.. 
should be. . broken into fragments of the same thickness with 
the plate. 1716 Pore Jad vin. 493 Their Car in Fragments 
scatter'd o’er the Sky. 1807-26 S. Coorer first Lines Surg. 

ed.-5) 155 Extracting..the fragments of bone. 1814 Scorr 

‘av. xvi, A mere precipice, with here and there a projecting 
fragment of granite. 1848 W. H. Bartietr Zgyft to Pad. 
x, (1879) 221 Fragments of old pottery. 
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2. transf. and fig. A detached, isolated, or in- 
complete part ; a (comparatively) small portion of 
anything ; a part remaining or still preserved when 
the whole is lost or destroyed. 

1531 Exyor Gov. 1. xix, At that tyme Idolatry was nat 
clerely extincte, but diuers fragmentes therof remained in 
euery region. 1571 Diccres Panto. u1. vi. Q iij b, Howe 
fragmentes or partes of a Globe are measured. 1607 Suaxs. 
Tinton wW. iii. 399 Where should he haue this Gold? It is 
some poore Fragment, some slender Ort of his remainder. 
1809-10 CoLeripGE Friend (ed. 3) III. 109 However irregular 
and desultory his talk, there is method in the fragments. 
1852 Ropertson Sevm. Ser. 1. xix. (1866) 318 Fragments of 
truth torn out of connection, 1870 E. Peacock Ralf Shirl. 
II. 100 This fragment of the County of Lincoln [the isle of 
Axholme]. 1871 Freeman Worm. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 
189 Thegns of the shire who retained some small fragments 
of their property. 

b. An extant portion of a writing or composition 
which as a whole is lost; also,a portion of a work 
left uncompleted by its author; hence, a part of 
any unfinished whole or uncompleted design. 

1595-6 Carew in Shaks. C. Praise 20 Shakespeare and 
Marlows fragment. 1628 Earte Aicrocosm., Critic (Arb.) 
56 He contierses much in fragments and Desunt mu/lta’s. 
1662 StiLLincrL. Orig, Sacr. 1. ii. § 11 The fragments of 
Manetho in Eusebius. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 333 P 8 
Claudian in his Fragment upon the Gyants War. a@1748 
Warts Jinprov. Mind 1. xx. (x801) 183 Cowley, in his 
unfinished fragment of the Davideis. 1875 Jowrtr Plato 
(ed. 2) III. r9t The ‘New Atlantis’ is only a fragment. 

+c. applied to a person as a term of contempt. 

1606 Suaks. 77. § Cry. v.i.9 From whence, Fragment? 
1607 — Cor, I. i. 226 Go get you home, you Fragments, 

+ 3. =FRAcTION 5. Obs. rare. 

1674 JEAKE Avith. (1696) 41 The next sort..are Fractions, 
sometime called Fragments, Jé/d. 60 If 4} be divided by 
any of the three Fragments. 


Fragmental (fre gméntal, fregmental), a. 
[f. FRAGMENT + -AL.] =FRAGMENTARY. sec. in 


Geol. (see quot. 1882). 

1798 JANE AustEN Northang. A 60. (1833) LI. ix. 159 Some 
fragmental journal, continued probably to the last gasp. 
1837 WHEWELL fist. (duct. Sc. (1857) 1.218 Collected from 
his lips, or from fragmental notes. 1845 Moir in Blackw. 
Mag. LVIII. 410 The treasuries Of half-forgotten and frag- 
mental things. 1882 Geikie J7ext-bk. Geol. (1885) 116 
Fragmental rocks are formed either of the débris of older 
rocks, or of the aggregated remains of plants or animals. 

Hence Fragmentally adv. 

1814 Lams Let. to Coleridge 26 Aug., Inquire in seven 
years’ time for the ‘Rokebys’ and the ‘ Laras’, and where 
shall they be found? fluttering fragmentally in some thread- 
paper. 1848 Blackw. Mag. LXIV. 540. 

Fragmentary (fre‘gméntari), a. [f Frac- 
MENT +-ARY. Cf. mod.F. fragmentaire. 

Johnson 1755 cites Donne, and says ‘a word not elegant, 
nor in use’. It has been common since 1835. ] 

Of the nature of, or composed of, fragments ; not 
complete or entire ; disconnected or disjointed. 

1611 Donne Left, (1651) 158 With those fragmentary 
recreations I must make shift. a@ 1631 — Progr. Soul, 2nd 
Anniv, 82 What fragmentary rubbidge this world is Thou 
know’st. 1835 Browninc Paracelsus U1. 32 A few Dis- 
coveries, as appended here and there, The fragmentary pro- 
duce of much toil, 1844 THirtwati Greece VIII. Ixiv. 275 
We have but scanty and fragmentary notices of his opera- 
tions. 1856 Kane A7vct. Hxpl. I. xx. 248 Becoming em- 
barrassed in fragmentary ice. 1875 JowEerr Plato (ed. 2) III, 
527 His knowledge is fragmentary and unconnected. 

b. spec. in Geol, Composed of fragments of pre- 
viously-existing rocks, etc. 

1836 Maccitiivray tr. Humboldt’s Trav. xxi. 305 The 
rocks were found to be fragmentary, consisting of pieces of 
coral, cemented by carbonate of lime, and interspersed with 
quartzy sand. 

Hence Fra‘gmentarily adv., Fra'gmentariness. 

1836 J. Stertinc Zss. § Tales (1848) I. p. Ixxxvii, I have 
always had .. a sense of fragmentariness from not having 
been there, 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Universities Wks. 
(Bohn) II. 94 Pamphleteer or journalist..must read meanly 
and fragmentarily. 1860 Westcott /ztrod. Study Gosp. 
vi. (ed. 5) 329 The various narratives of the Resurrection 
place the fragmentariness of the Gospel [of St. Luke] in the 
clearest light. 1871 Dazly News 18 Sept., Where an enter- 
prising enemy might have cut them off fragmentarily. 

Fragmentation (fregméntéfen). [f. Frac- 
MENT+-aTIoN. Cf. F. /ragmentation.| A break- 
ing or separation into fragments; sec. in Zzol. 
separation into parts which form new individuals. 

1881 Times 24 Dec., Fragmentation of work, not attacking 
too many points at once. 1882 E. R. Lanxester in Nature 
XXVIII. 88 The ‘fragmentation’, or division of the chloro- 
phyll corpuscles of both Hydra and Spongilla. 1882 Vines 
Sachs’ Bot. 946 This process of nuclear division has been 
termed fragmentation. 


Pragmented (fragmentéd), pa. pple. and ppl. 
a. [f. FRacment + -np®. Cf. F. fragmenté.] Broken 
into fragments, made fragmentary. 

1830 Fraser's Mag. Il. 128 What follows is a song from 
the same fragmented masque. 1852 WILLIS Summer Cruise 
in Medit. xxiii. 143 Heaps of fragmented columns. 1864 
Reader 2 July 20 Examples of bones fragmented by man of 
animals extinct in that part of Europe. 1893 197% Cent. 
Noy. 839 The tumbled crags. .Lie fragmented in horror. 

Fragmentist (fre‘gméntist). [f. Fracmunr 
+ -1st. Cf. F. fragmentiste.| A writer of frag- 
ments or of works which survive only in fragments. 

x4 H. R. Reynotps Yohn Bapt.v. § 2. 314 The Wolfen- 
biittel fragmentist. 1882-3 Scuarr Encycl. Relig. Know/. 
I, 390 The [Muratorian] fragmentist. 








FRAIK. 


Fragmenti‘tious, @. rare. [f. FRAGMENT, 
after commentitious or the like.] =F RAGMENTARY. 

1827 J. S. Mitt in Bentham Rationale ¥ud. Evid. 111, 
573 The papers..were..left by him in a very incomplete 
and fragmentitious state. 1837 Harris Great Teacher 
404 Instead of resting in any fragmentitious excellence, it 
only sends him in thought to the great Archetype. 

Fragmentize (fre-gméntoiz), v. [f. as prec. 
+ -IZE.] trans. To break into fragments. 
- 1815 Murray Let. Byron in Smiles Life (1891) 1. xv. 354 
You should fragmentize the first hundred [lines], and con- 
dense the last thirty. 1885 W.C. RusseLy Strange Voy. 1. 
xii. 182 You can .. fragmentize her into a medley of spars, 
ropes, and planks. 

+ Fra‘gor!, Oss. Also -our. [a. L. fragor, 
f. frag- stem of frangére to break.] A loud harsh 


noise, a crash, din. 

1605 DanieL Philotas Wks. (1717) 339 Those thund’ring 
Fragors that affright the Earth. 1660 F. Brooxe tr. Le 
Blanc's Trav. 392 This Streight is vexed with forcible tides 
-- which. .encounter with a most obstreperous fragour. 1702 
Watts Hore Lyr., Vict. Poles over Osman, Scarce sounds 
so far The direful fragor, when some southern blast Tears 
from the Alps a ridge of knotty oaks. 


+ Fragor ”. Ods. rare. Also -our. [a. It. 
Sragore = fragrore f. L. fragr-; see FRAGRANT.] 
Fragrance. 


1638 Sir ‘T, Hersert 7vav. 185 The gardens challenge 
our attention; than which for grandeur and fragor no Citie 
in Asia out-vies her. 7d. 322 [The musk] by its fragor is 
oft found by the carelesse passenger. 

Fragrance (fréi-grans). [a. OF. fragrance, 
ad. late L. fragrantia, i. fragrans: see FRAGRANT. | 
Sweetness of smell; sweet or pleasing scent. 

1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1x. 425 Eve separate he spies, Veiled 
in acloud of fragrance. 1725 Porr Odyss. v1. 92 A cruise of 
fragrance, formed of burnish'd gold. 175r Gray Sfving 10 
Cool Zephyrs through the clear blue sky Their gather’d 
fragrance fling. 1817 Moore Ladla R. (1824) 131 As they 
sat in the cool fragrance of this delicious spot. 1853 C. 
Bronte V7dlette xxx, Inhaling the fragrance of baked apples 
from the refectory. 


jig. 1821 Keats Jsaéel/a x, To meet again .. and share 
The inward fragrance of each other’s heart. 1838 J. H. 


Newman Par. Sernz. (1839) IV. xvii. 297 Years that are 
past bear in retrospect so much of fragrance with them. 


Hence Fra‘grance v. nonce-wd. (¢rans.), to fill 


with fragrance. 

1854 Zart’s Mag. XXI. 449 The rose-bush fragrances all 
the vale. 

Fragrancy (fréi-grinsi). Now rare. [see 
prec. and -Anoy.] The quality of being fragrant ; 
sweetness of smell. Occas. with pd. 

1578 Banister (Vist. Man v. 79 b, He hath lost the 
sauour of the roses and frangrantie [s7c] of their nature. 1607 
TorsELt Four. Beasts (1658) 120 The fragrancy of every 
green herb yeeldeth such a savour as [etc.]. 1693 SALMON 
Pharm. Bat. 1. (1713) 78/2 Thus have you..one of the 
mostabominable Scents upon Earth, made one of the greatest 
Fragrancies in the whole World. 1725 Popr Odyss. 1x. 245 
The goblet crown’d Breath’d aromatic fragrancies around. 
1764 HARMER Odserv. iv. 201 The fragrancy of the fruit 
is admirable. 1876 J. P. Norris Rudin. Theol. i. 10 The 
pleasant fragrancy of the fine pollen that floats into the air. 

Jig. @1631 Donne in Select. (1840) 124 When others give 
allowance of our works, and are edified by them, there is 
their savour, their odour, their perfume, their fragrancy. 
1689 Trial Pritchard v. Papillon 6 Nov. 1684 11 Pray 
let us have none of your Fragrancies, and Fine Rhetorical 
Flowers, to take the People with. 1817 CoLeripGce Bieg. 
Lit. 100 The High German is indeed a Lingua communis 
..the choice and fragrancy of all the dialects, 

Fragrant (fré-grint), a. Also 6 fragraunt ; 
see also FuaGRant 6. [a. F. fragrant (16th c. in 
Godefroy) or ad. L. /ragrant-em, pr. pple. of 
SJragrare to smell sweetly.] Emitting a sweet or 
pleasant odour, sweet-smelling. 

1g00-zo Dunsar ‘ Now fayre, fayrest’ 7 Freshe fragrant 
floure. 1514 Barctay Cyt. §& Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 
xxxii, The fragraunt odour & oyntment of swete floure. 
1596 SrensER /, Q. iv. i. 31 As fresh and fragrant as the 
floure-deluce She was become. 1667 Mitton ?. Z. iv. 645 
Fragrant the fertil earth After soft showers. a17z1 Prior 
Garland ii, The flowers less blooming than her face, ‘The scent 
less fragrant than her breath, 1871 B. Taytor aust (1875) 
I. xxi. 178 The springtime stirs within the fragrant birches. 
Jig. 1651 Fuller’s Abel Rediv., Erasmus 84 In Basil He 
did end his dayes, As full of yeeres as fragrant fame. 1782 
Cowper Conversation 631 Their fragrant memory will outlast 
theirtomb. 1827 Kesie Chr. V., Churching i, This hallow'd 
air Is fragrant with a mother’s first and fondest prayer. 

Hence Fra‘grantly adv.; + Fra'grantness. 

1515 Barciay Zevoges iv. (1570) C vj/2 As medoes paynted 
with floures redolent The sight reioyce of suche as them 
beholde: So man indued with vertue excellent Fragrantly 
shineth with beames manyfolde. 1555 Apr. PARKER Ps. 
xxxiv. 85 Gods goodnes smelleth most fragrantly. 1616 
Soret, & Marknu. Country Farme 449 To keepe the aroma- 
ticall fragrantnesse in those which smell sweet. 1707 J. 
Mortimer usd. 137 As the Hops begin to change colour 
-.and smell fragrantly, you may conclude them ripe. 


Fraiche: see FrAcuy; also obs. f. FRESH. 

+ Fraid, a. Ods. [app. the pa. pple. of */razd v. 
ad. OF. freidir: see FRETISH v.1] (See quot.) 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's Husb. (1586) 111. 123 b, Ifa horse 
have .. taken cold, which the Germanes call Vex/angen, in 
English foundred, or in some places fraide. 

Fraid: see FRAYED Z//. a. 

Fraik. Sc. Some kind of sea-bird. 

1830 Edin. Encyci, V. 220 Scarfs, marrots, fraiks and other 
seafowl hatch in the rocks, Bs 


FRAIL. 


Frail (fr2l), sd.1 Forms: 4-5 frayel, fraell(e, 
fraiel, 4-6 frayle, 5-6 frale, 6 fraile, 7 freal, 6- 
frail. [a. OF. fraye/, of unknown origin. ] 

1. A kind of basket made of rushes, used for 
packing figs, raisins, etc.; the quantity of raisins, 
etc. (30 to 75 lbs.) contained in this. 

13.. Coer de L. 1549 Fyggys, raysyns, in frayel. 1382 
Wycur Yer. xxiv. 2 One fraiel hadde good figus. c¢ 1420 
Pallad. on Husb. x1. 494 A multitude of reysouns..take, And 
into russhy frayels rare hem gete. 1483 Cath. Angi. 141/1 
A frale [v.~. fraelle] of fygis, alata. 1562 Turner Herbal 
1. 144b, A kind of..sea rishe (whereof the frayles are made 
that fyges and rasines are carried hether in out of Spayne). 
¢1618 FiercHer Q. Corinth u. iv, Three frailes of spratts 
..Ore as much meat as these. 1791 Cowper /é/ad xvii. 719 
In frails of wicker bore the luscious fruit. 1836 /vaser’s 
Mag. XIV. 286 Sixteen frails of Zante currants. 1880 W, 
WuitEtey Diary § Alman. 82 Frail of figs=32 to 56 lbs. 

2. ‘A rush for weaving baskets’ (Johnson 1755). 

3. Comb., as frail-bent, -rush. 

1548 Turner Wames Herbs (E. D. S.) 76 Spartum herba.. 
may be called in english Frailbente. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 
1v. lii. 5rr The frayle Rushe or panier Rushe, bycause they 
use to make figge frayles and paniers therwithall. 


Frail, 52.2 ? Ods. 


1691 T. H[ate] Acc. New Invent. 119 Observations upon 
loading of a Ship with Lead..Salt, Frail, and Timber. 


Frail (frél), a. Forms: 4-5 fre(e)()l(e, (4 
freile, 5 fraiel, frale, freall, freyle), 5-7 fraile, 
-yle, 6- frail. fad. OF. frazle, frele (¥r. fréle) 
=It. fratle :—L. fragilis FRAGILE. ] 

1. Liable to break or be broken; easily crushed 


or destroyed. 

1382 Wycuir Wisd. xiv. 1 An other thinkende to seilen.. 
the tree berende hym, inwardli clepeth a more frele tree. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 177/2 Freyl, and brokulle, or brytylle, 
Jragilis. 1535 CovERDALE Wisd. xv. 13 He yt of earth 
maketh frayle vessell and ymages, knoweth himself to 
offende aboue all other. c1s86 C’ress PrempBroke Ps. 
xcii. 7 The wicked grow Like fraile, though flowry grasse. 
1600 FairFAx 7asso vi. xlviii, Their armours forged were of 
mettall fraile. 1713 Younc Last Day u. 63 Thus a frail 
model of the work design’d First takes a copy of the builder’s 
mind, 18yz J. Witson /sle of Palms u. 496 In that frail 
bark the lovers sit. 1879 Stainer Music of Bible 82 Their 
great age renders the wood from which they were made 
extremely frail. ; 

b. Of immaterial things, sometimes with con- 
scious metaphor: Subject to casualties, liable to 
be suddenly shattered, transient. 

c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 2482 How freele is werldly 
welefare. a@1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) 
Cij b, It is no new thyng that men gape for hygh and frayle 
thynges. 1656 CowLrey Pindar. Odes 2nd Olympique vi, 
With a frail good they wisely buy The solid Purchase of 
Eternity. 1703 Rowe U/yss. 1v. i. 1523 Grasp thy frail Life, 
and break it like a Bubble. 1770 Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 291 
But when those charms are past, for charms are frail. 1843 

. Martineau Chr. Life (1867) 295 A profounder but a frailer 

liss. 

2. Weak, subject to infirmities ; wanting in power, 
easily overcome. 

1382 Wyc.ir Rom. viii. 3 That was vnpossible to the lawe, 
in what thing it was syk, or freel, by fleisch. 1398 TREvIsA 
Barth, De P. R. v. \xii. (1495) 178 The flesshe .. was freell 
and brotyll of mankynd. c 1480 tr. De Jmitatione 1. xxii. 
29 Al pe while pat we bere bis fraiel body, we can not be 
wipoute synne. 1545 Jove xf. Dan. ii. 28 b, Because the 
toes were parte yerne and parte baked erthe, this empyre 
shalbe partely stronge and partely frayle and weak. 1593 
Suaxs. Lucy. 227 Wil not my tongue be mute, my fraile 
ioints shake? 161x Biste Ps. xxxix. 4 That I may know 
how fraile lam. 1790 Beatson Nav. § Mil. Mem. 1. 291 
The Governor and Council. .knowing the frail condition of 
the place, were greatly alarmed. 1853 Mrs. Carty_r Lett, 
II, 222 Too weak and frail to be out of bed. 1871 R. Exvis 
Catullus \xv. 18 Lest..these words..Seem too soon from a 
frail memory fallen away. 

b. dial. (See quot.) 

(Cf. 1387 in 5.] 1886S. W. Linc. Gloss., Frail, weak-minded, 
timid, frightened : as ‘ She was born frail, poor lass.’ 

3. Morally weak; unable to resist temptation ; 
habitually falling into transgression. 

Now sometimes applied as a half-jocular euphemism, to 
a woman who lives unchastely or has fallen from virtue. 

a@1340 HampoLe Psalter xxiv. 8 See how frele I am of 

kynd. 1362 Lanet, P. PZ. A. 1. 117 Heo is frele of hire 
Flesch, Fikel of hire tongue. 1597 Hooxer £ccl. Pol. v. 
xxii. § 10 In our speech of most holy things, our most fraile 
affections many times are bewrayed. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
ut. 404 Purposed not to doom frail Man So strictly. 1713 
Youne Force Relig. 1. (1757) 54 Though with ill frail nature 
will be mov’d, I'll bear it well, 1824 W. Irvine 7. 7vav. 1. 
250 The leniency of one who felt himself to be but frail. 1868 
Freeman Norm, Cong. (1876) 11. vii. 90 Most likely a child of 
the frail Abbess of Leominster. 


+4, Tender. Ods. 

1590 SPENSER /*, Q, m1, viii. 31 That sight..smote Deepe 
indignation and compassion frayle Into his hart. 

5. Comb., as frail-bodied, -floreted, -lived, -strung, 
-witted, 

1850 Lyncu Theo, Trin. xi. 211 Trinal was a *frail-bodied 
man. 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. vi. i. § 1 Infinite 
orchards wreathing the hills with *frail-floretted snow. 1859 
Lp. Lytron Wanderer (ed. 2) 204 *Frail-lived April’s new- 
liest nurtured blossoms. 1820 Keats Lamia 1. 309 The 
self-same pains Inhabited her *frail-strung heart. 1387 
T. Usk Test. Love unt, vii (Skeat) 57 *Freelwitted people 
supposen in such poesies to be begyled. 

Hence > Frai‘lful a, [+-rut], extremely frail. 
Frailish a. [+-IsH], somewhat frail, feeble. 
Frailly adv., in a frail manner. 
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1300 Cursor M. 25689 Man... pat frelli fra pi [God's] 
frenscep fell. a1gq4x Wyatt Domine ne in furore tuo Poet, 
Wks. 216, I know my frailful wickedness. 1630 J. TAaytor 
(Water P.) Whore 33 Wks. 11. 108/2 King Dauid frailely 
fell. 1854 Lowett Lett. (1894) I. 209 A rather frailish 
kind of stuff. 1860 Chamb. ¥rnl. XIV. 50 The two gar- 
ments linked frailly by a half-yard of string. 

Frailness (frzi'lnés). Now vave. [f. Fra a. 
+ -NESS.] The quality of being frail; liability 
to be broken or destroyed, fragility; lack of per- 
manence; weakness, physical or mental; moral 
weakness, inability to resist temptation. 

a1300 Cursor M. 25337 Thurgh frelnes of oure fless. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. iv. pr. ii. 87 (Camb. MS.) Vif thou 
knowe clerly the frelenesse of yuel, the stidefastnesse of 
good is knowen. ¢1380 Wycuir Se/. Wks. II. 405 Freel- 
nesse and towghnesse [of bread]. 1447 Boxennam Seyztys 
(Roxb.) 195 Ina uergyn pure The freelnesse took of oure 
nature. ¢1450 Cov. A7yst. (Shaks. Soc.) 108 3e must con- 
syder the frelnes of mankende, 1509 Barctay Shy of Molys 
(1570) 236 Let hir [fortune] aay and hir fraylenes defye. 
1535 CoveRDALE Rom. xv. 1 We that are stronge ought to 
beare y® fraylenesse of them which are weake. 1545 Rich- 
mond. Wills (Surtees) 55 After mannes fraylnes of con- 
dycons deyth to every creatour is certan. 1687 J. Norris 
Misc., Of Courage 166 There is nothing among all the 
frailnesses and uncertaintys of this sublunary world so 
tottering and unstable as the virtue of a Coward, 1871 
BrowninG Balaust. 160 Pity for the frailness found in flesh. 
1882 C. A. Davis in Spurgeon 7eas. Dav. Ps, cxix. 81-8 
The depression arising from mortal frailness. 


Frailty (frai‘lti). [ad. OF. fradleté :—L. fragi- 
litat-em, {. fragilis FRAGILE. ] 

1, Liability to be crushed or to decay, either in 
a material or immaterial sense; perishableness, 
weakness; an instance of this; also, a frail 


feature or spot, a flaw. Now rare. 

1382 Wycuir /7ed. vii. 28 The lawe ordeynede men prestis 
hauynge sykenesse or freelte. c1400 Maunpev. (1839) Prol. 5 
Mynde of Man ne may not ben comprehended ne withe- 
holden, for the Freeltee of Mankynde. 1593 Nasur Four 
Lett. Confut, 29 No frailtie hath thy fame, but the imputation 
of this Idiots friendship. 1615 G. SAnpys 7vav. 216 Tyrus is 
now no other then an heape of ruines; yet..they. .instruct 
the..beholder with their exemplary frailty. 1635 QuARLES 
Embl., Hierogl. vi, Behold the frailty of this slender snuff. 
1665 Hooke JZicrogr. Pref. ab, The like frailties are to be 
found in the Memory; we often let many things slip away 
from us. 1781 Cowper Convers. 554 The works of man inherit 
-. Their author's frailty, and return to dust. 1818 Cruise 
Digest (ed, 2) 1V. 230 A person may feel conscious of such 
weakness, and frailty of mind. 1883 Manch, Exam. 26 Nov. 
5/3 The frailty of the vessels which are employed in the lake 
traffic, 

2. Moral weakness ; instability of mind ; liability 
to err or yield to temptation. 

a@1340 Hampote Psalter xxi. 2 To shew be frelte of 
mannys fleysse. a1400 Prymer (1891) 105 Alle the synnes 
pat they han doon by freelte of worldli lifynge. c14q40 
Gesta Rom. xi. 37 (Harl. MS.) If we synne by .. frailte .. 
late vs with shrifte .. do itaway. 1538 SrarKEY England 
1, i. 18 They consydur not the fraylty of man, wych seyng 
the best folowyth the worst. 1604 SHAKsS. O¢/. Iv. iii. 100 
Is’t Frailty that thus erres? 1661 CowLry Disc. Govt. O. 
Cromwell Verses & Ess, (1669) 57 Sir, it may be you have 
spoken all this rather to try than to tempt my frailty. 1725 
Warts Logic Introd., Something of this Frailty is owing 
to our very Constitution, 1876 C. M. Davies Unorth, 
Lond. 78 All frailty is taken clean away. 

b. A fault arising from infirmity ; a ‘ weakness’. 

1606 Suaks. nt. § C2. x. ii. 123, 1 .. do confesse I haue 
Bene laden with like frailties, which before Haue often 
sham’d our Sex. 1635 Quarters Amd/. ut. vi. (1718) 150 
See not my frailties, Lord, but through my fear. 1718 
Lapy M. W. Montacu Let. to Abbe Conti 19 May, Aty 
vanity (the darling frailty of mankind) [is] not a little 
flattered. 1750 Gray Hlegy 126 No farther seek..to..draw 
his frailties from their dread abode. 1877 Moztry Univ. 
Serm, vii. 159 There is some characteristic frailty at the 
bottom of every human heart. 

Frain(e, var. of Fraynu, v. Obs. 

+ Frais, v. Sc. Obs. Also frase. 
origin; cf. Sw. frasa to rustle. ] 
make a grating noise. 

1513 DouGas 4 xneis 1. ii. 60 Cabillis can freit and frais. 
Tbid. v1. ix. 52 Feill crewell strakis smytting hard thai sound, 
Frasing of irn fetteris and chengeis. 

|| Praischeur, 00s. rare. In 6 frechure. [F. 
Sraischeur (now fraicheur), f. frais, fraiche fresh.] 
Freshness. 

1599 A. Hume in Chron. S. P. III. 388 The breathless 
flocks drawes to the shade And frechure of their fald. 1647 
W. Browne tr. Polexander 1. 12 That fair and delightful 
country .. conserves a perpetuall spring and continuall frai- 
scheur. 1661 DrypEN Ox Coronation 102 Hither in summer- 
evenings you repair, To taste the fraischeur of the purer 
air, [1862 THackEray Adv, Philip II. vii. 163 What inno- 
cence! What /raicheur ! What a merry gcod-humour !) 

Praise (fréiz), sb... [a. F. frazse fem. 

The F. word is app. a transferred use of the earlier /raise 
mesentery of a calf; for a similar development of meaning 
see CHITTERLING ; cf. also FRILL s0,1] 

1. A ruff such as was worn in the 16th century. 

1801 C. Smiru Solit. Wanderer 11, 136 The stranger had 
already caught a glimpse, between the trees, of the white 
fraise she wore. 1830 James Darnley xv, A beautiful 
standing ruff, or fraise, as the French termed it, 1876 Ou1pa 
Winter City ii. 22 She had..a high fraise ; sleeves, etc. 

2. Fortif. A palisade, made horizontal or slightly 
inclining to the horizon, placed for defence round 
a work near the berm. 


1775 R. Monrcomery in Sparks Corr. Amer, Rev. (1853) 
I, 470 By the time we arrived there, the fraise around the 


[of obscure 
intr. To creak, 











FRAMABLE. 


berme would be destroyed. 185 J. S. Macautay Field 
Fortif. 91 The stakes of the fraise should be xx feet long. 
1876 Bancrort //7st, U.S. VI. liv. 427 The storming party 
. broke through the fraises and mounted the parapet. — 
Fraise (fréiz), sd.2 [a. F. frase fem., f. /razser, 
jraser, to enlarge a circular hole, f. fraise (see 
prec.).] A tool used for enlarging a circular hole ; 
also, in Watchmaking, for cutting teeth in a wheel. 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1. 912 I’raise..2 a tool used by 
marble-workers to enlarge a hole made by a drill. 1884 
F. J. Berrten Watch § Clockm. 125 If the fraise chosen is 
too large, it will cut a jagged and uneven tooth. 

Fraise (fré'z), 50.8 dial. [cf. Frais v.] A 
‘fuss’, commotion. 

1725 Ramsay Gentl. Sheph. 1. ii, He may, indeed, for ten 
or fifteen days, Mak meikle o’ ye, wi’ an unco fraise. 1801 
R. Anperson Cumberld. Ball. (1808) 18 Atween the twee 
there’s seca frase. 1809 I’, DonaLpson Poems 77 (North- 
umbld. Gloss.) The auld wives aften mak’ a fraise. 1871 C. 
Gipson Lack of Gold xxvi, Let him have his own way, in- 
stead of standing here making a fraise about nothing. 

b. Comb. 

1683 T. Hunt Def. Charter Lond. 10 This Frace-maker 
and Scaramuchi to the vain youth of the nation, is ever 
enterchanging the characters of men. A 

Fraise (frz'z), v. [ad. F. frazser, f. fratse: see 
Fratse sb.!] ¢rans. To fence or defend with or 
as with a fraise. 

1706 Pui.uirs (ed. Kersey), To “raise a Battalion. 1802 
C. James Milit. Dict. s.v. Kraiser, Fraiser un battaillon 
is to fraise or fence all the musquetry-men belonging to 
a battalion with pikes, to oppose the irruption of cavalry. 
1876 Bancrort H7st. U.S. V. iv. 371 The counterscarp and 
parapet were fraised with sharpened stakes, 

Fraise, var. of FROISE, a pancake. 

+ Fraist, v. Obs. Forms: 3-4 frest, fraist(e, 
4 frayst(e, 5 frast. [a. ON. freista (Sw. fresta, 
Da. friste) = Goth, *fraistan (whence frazstubnt 
temptation). ] 

1. trans. To try, put to the proof, test. 

a1300 Cursor M. 18672 (Cott.) Iesus him kidd til baim 
all neu, To frest if pai in trouth war tru. did. 25670 
(Gott.) Leuedi mari! wele pu wast, Pe feindes fraistes me 
ful fast. a1300 2. £. Psalter xi. 7 Silver fraisted with pe 
fire, ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (Rolls) 8391 In bataille 
now pey wil vs frayst. c1400 Destr. Troy 6947 Therfore, 
feris, bes fell, fraistes your strenght! c¢1460 7owwneley 
Myst. (Surtees) 36 My servand I wille found and frast, 
Abraham, if he be trast, 

2. To try, attempt. 

c1400 Vwaine § Gaw. 3253 His felow fraisted with al 
his mayn, ‘To raise him smertly up ogayn. c¢c1440 York 
Myst, it. 71 With fedrys fayre to frast ber flight fro stede to 
stede where pai will stand. /ésd. xl. 158 Fraste pber-on 
faithfully, my frendis you to feede. 

3. To learn or know by trial; to experience. 

c1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 175 Zour douhtynesse of 
blode be Sara3ins salle freist. 1340 Hampote P, Consc. 
rogo Many men pe world here fraistes, Bot he is noght 
wise pat par-in traystes. 

4. trans. and intr. To ask. Also af (a person). 

13.. Gaw. & Gr, Knt. 1395 ‘ Pat watz not forward’, quod 
he, ‘frayst me no more’, ?a@1400 Morte Arth, 435, I salle 
be foundyne in Fraunce, fraiste when hym lykes, The 
fyrste daye of Feuer3ere. a 1400 Jsumbras 669 The lady 
..fraystes at hym there ‘Was thou ever gentylle mane?’ 
1400 Destr. Troy 97 Ffrayne will I fer and fraist of bere 
werkes. c1460 Towmneley Myst. (Surtees) 25 My [wife] 
wille I frast what she wille say. 

5. trans. To seek, search for, desire. ' 

13.. £. £, Allit. P. A. 169 Pe more I frayste hyr fayre 
face. 13.. Gaw. §& Gr. Knit. 279 Nay, frayst I no fy3t, in 
fayth I pe telle. ?a@1400 Morte Arth. 1227 The kyng 
fraystez a furth ouer the fresche strandez. c14z0 Awntyrs 
Arthur 412 (Thornton MS.) For fyghtynge to frayste I 
fowndede fra hame, 

Hence + Frai‘sting v0/. sd., the action of the vb. 
Also + Fraist sd., trial, assault. 

a 1300 Cursor IM. 9884 Pis castel .. a-pon pe marche it 
standes traist, O fede ne dredes it na fraist. c1440 Vork 
Myst. x1. 49 In frasting we fonde hym full faithfull and free. 

raiter, -our: see Frarur, refectory. 

Frak, obs, var. FRECK a. 

+ Fra‘ked, a. Obs. [OE. fracod, fracod: see 
Foroourn.] Wicked, vile. 

cgoo tr. Beda's Hist. 11. xv. [xxi.] (1891) 222 Ond cwxd, 
beet heo fracude & earme weere, beet heo ne woldon heora 
Gode hyran, ¢ 1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 83 Pis frakede folc. 
Lbid. 189 Nis non werse fo pene frakede fere. 

+ Prarkel, a. Ods. Also2frekel. [? repr. OE. 
Yrecel, *frécel, implied in fréce/nes dangerousness, 
Jréelsian to endanger.] Dangerous, deceitful. 

ex1175 Lamb. Hom. 21 Ne beo heo [the sin] swa frekel, ne 
swa heh, /é/d. 25 He bid wid-uten feire and frakel wid- 
innen. a@x225 Ancr. KR, 204 Pet euerich..boruwe et tisse 
urakele worlde so lutel so heo euer mei. ax1250 Prov. 
Alfred 257 in O. E, Misc. (1872) 118 And oft mon of fayre 
oe icheoseb, c1275 Luue Ron 12 ibid. 93 Vikel and 

rakel. 

Fraken(e, -yn(e, var. ff, Frrcken. Obs, 

Fram: see From. 

Framable, frameable (fré!:mib’l), a. [f. 
FRAME v, + -ABLE.] Capable of being framed; 
++ conformable. 

1577 Stanynurst Descr. Ivel. 10 in Holinshed (1587) IU, 
Ech of these fiue, where they are framable to ciuilitie .. be 
sundred into shires or counties. @x600 Hooker Ser. 
Fude 17-21 § 30 Wks, 1888 III. Framable to the truth, 
not like rough stone. .refusing to be. .squared for the build- 
ing. 1607 Hirron Wks, 1. 417 An obiection. .frameable out 
of these words, 1658 tr. Porta’s Nat. Magick 1. iii. 4 The 


FRAMBGSIA. 


Air .. doth make mens bodies framable to her temperature. 
1879 G. Macponatp P. Fader I. xvii. 221 The absolute lie, if 
such be frameable by lips of men. 

Hence Fra‘mableness. 

1617 Hirron Ws. II, 65 To bring them to a more frame- 
ablenesse to His own will. 1654 S. Asus Funeral Ser. 
R. Strange 2 Their natural, inbred ingenuity or acquired 
frameablenesse to that which is good. 

Frambeesia (frembrzia). Path. [mod.L., f. 
F. frambotse raspberry : see FRAMBOISE.] A chronic 
contagious disease peculiar to the negro, and char- 


acterized by raspberry-like excrescences ; the yaws. 

(1768 F. B. pe Sauvaces Nosol, Method. 11. 554 Fram- 
bsia ; Yaw Guineesium; Epian vel Pian Americanorum 
Est morbus contagiosus apud Guineenses.] 1803 ‘I’. WINTER- 
Bottom Szerra Leone Il. viii. 145 The pians .. has been 
improperly included with the former [yaws] under the term 
framboesia. 1814 Bateman Cutaneous Dis. (ed. 3) 316 For, 
like the febrile eruptions, the Frambeesia affects the same 
person only once during life. 1876 Duurinc Dis. Shiv 443 
Erambeesia..is an endemic disease. 

Hence Frambee'sioid a. [see -o1D], like or indi- 
cating frambeesia. 

1885-9 Buck Handbk. Med. Sc. V.77 (Gent) Growths.. 
at first wart-like, later profusely hypertrophic—frambcesioid. 

+Framboise. Ods. Also 6 framboye, 6-7 
frambois, -boys. [a.F. framéboise (from 12th c.), 
usually regarded as a corruption of Du. dvaambezie 
=Ger. bvombeere blackberry, lit. bramble-berry : 
see BRAMBLE, Broom, Berry. But some French 
scholars doubt this.] The raspberry (Rudus Zdxus). 

[1551-62 Turner cites the word as French only.] 1578 
Lyte Dodoens vi. vy. 662 Of Framboys, Raspis, or Hynd- 
berie. The Framboyeis a kinde of bremble. 1620 VENNER 
Via Recta vii. r25 Strawberies are .. to be preferred before 
the Framboise. 1651 tr. Bacon's Life §& Death 31 Of this sort 
the chief are Borage. . Frambois or Raspis, &c. 

Frambousier [I’. fryamboister], a raspberry bush. 

@1648 Lp. Herserr Life Hen. VIL (1683) 89 A Fram- 
bousier or Raspis-Bush. 

Frame (frz'm), sd. [In sense 1, perh. a. ON. 
Frame furtherance, advancement, or repr. the neut. 
of OK. fram adj., forward (see From prep.) ; cf. 
Freme sé, In the remaining senses, f. the vb.] 

+I. 1. Advantage, benefit, profit. Ods. 

¢12z00 Ormin Ded. 17 Pu pohhtesst tatt itt mihhte wel Till 
mikell frame turrnenn. cx12g0 Gen. & Ex. 2540 Pharao .. 
dede Se ebris frame. 
Sey..‘ Y crysten pe [etc.]’..And 3ive what thou wylt hyt a 
name, And kast on water; than ys hyt frame. ¢c1330 — 
Chron, 162 We trowe it is our frame, his resurrectioun. 

II. Action or manner of framing. 

+2. The action of framing, fashioning, or con- 
structing ; a contrivance. Ods. 

1558 Br. Watson Sev. Sacrvam. i. 3 He openeth our eyes 
to see the frames of our enemyes. 1599 SHaxs. JZuch Ado 
1v, i, 191 The practise of it liues in John the bastard, Whose 
spirits toile in frame of villanies. 1642 Rocrrs Maaman 
28 ‘The first happy moover in this frame of miraculous cure. 
1645 Ussuer Body Div. (1647) 96 A man which will teacha 
child in the frame of a letter, will first teach him one line of 
the letter. 

+b. ? xonce-use. Upbringing. Cf. Framuv. 5d. 

1632 Lirucow 7rav. v. 182 Thou Tharsus, brookesa glorious 
name, For that great Saint, who in Thee had his frame. 

3. The manner or method of framing; construc- 
tion, structure; constitution, nature. 

1590 SPENSER 7. Q. mt. i, 31 The goodly frame, And 
stately port of Castle Joyeous. 1607 Torset, Four 
Beasts 3 Apes do..resemble men .. in the inward frame of 
the hand. 1705 Col. Rec. Pennsylv. 11, 204 Upon Account of 
the whole frame of the act. 1736 Butter Azad. 1. v. 126 
We have in our inward frame various affections. 1829 
Lytton Devereux t. iii, My youngest brother. . was of a very 
different disposition of mind and frame of body. 1884 Sir J. 
Pearson in Law Times Rep. LILI. 6/t There was a trust 
created..which might be enforced even though the deed in 
its form and frame were inoperative. 

4. An established order, plan, scheme, system, 
esp. of government. 

1g99 SHaks. Much Ado w. i. 130 Grieu’d I, I had but 
one? Chid I, for that at frugal Natures frame? 1605 — 
Mach. 11. ii, 16 But let the frame of things dis-ioynt, Both 
the Worlds suffer. 1630 Prynne Amti-Armin. 118 Which 
ouerthrowes the whole foundation, frame, and method of 
the Scriptures. 1694 AtrerBuRY Sev, (1723) I. iv. 150 
The Law of Moses..had nothing in the Frame and Design 
of it apt..to recommend it to its Professors. 1759 
Frankin ss. Wks, 1840 III. 180 Mr. Penn left his frame 
at least in a very imperfect state. 1825 MaAcautay Zss., 
Milton (1854) 22 His death dissolved the whole frame 
of society. 1844 Lp. Broucuam Brit. Const. xvii. (1862) 
253 The democratic piinapk enters largely into the frame 
of our mixed monarchy, 

+b. A form or arrangement of words; a for- 
mula; a form of reasoning, type of syllogism. Ods. 

1603 Danie Def. Riime Wks. (1717) 7 All verse is but a 
Frame of Words. 1628 T. Spencer Logick 273 This frame 
containes a proposition negatiue vniversall, an assumption 
affirmatiue speciall, and a conclusion negatiue speciall. 1646 
Br. Maxwett Burd. Jssach. in Phenix (1708) II. 261 To 
make this frame good, they maintain, that [etc.], 1739 G. 
Ocie Gualth. §& Gris. 66 Take, for your Plan, some old 
Pontific Frame. 

+e. ? Warlike array; a host. Ods. 

c1430 Hymns Virg. 44 Pe deuelis gadriden per greet 
frame, And heelden per perlament in be myst. : 

+5. Adapted or adjusted condition ; definite form, 


regular procedure; order, regularity, ‘shape’. 
Frequent in phrases (¢o bring, set, etc.) 77, tnto, out 
of, to (a good, etc.) frame, Obs. 
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1494 Fanyan Chyon, vy. cvi. 80 Arthur by his marcyal 
knyghthode, brought theym in such frame .. that [etc.]. 
1535 CoverpaLe idle Ded., It causeth all prosperite, and 
setteth euery thyng in frame. 1581 MutcasTEr Positions 
xx. (1887) 84 It [walking] is good for..the throte, the chest, 
when they be out of frame. 1602 Suaxs, Hamz, ut. ii. 321 
Good my Lord put your discowrse into some frame. 1641 
Vind, Smectymnuus xiii. 125 To plant and erect Churches to 
their due frame. 1695 Woopwarp Wat. Hist. arth w. (1723) 
199 ‘The Strata. .owe their present Frame and Order to the 
Deluge. 1718 Swirr Horace’s Odes iv. ix. 9 Your steady 
soul preserves her frame. 1737 Bracken Farriery [mpr. 
(757) II. 4x When Nature finds any Member.. weakened or 
out of Frame, 180x W. Sewarp Vordes Cave 2 Box-trees are 
cutintoacurious frame. 1810 Scotr Lady of L.1. xxxii, To 
her lips in measured frame The minstrel verse spontaneous 
came. 

6. Mental or emotional disposition or state (more 
explicitly, frame of mind, soul, etc.). a. Natural 
or habitual disposition, temper, turn of thought, 
etc. (now vare). Ib. Temporary posture of mind, 
state of feeling, mood, condition of temper. /rames 
and feelings: often used in religious literature of 
the 18th and 19th c. as a disparaging term for 
emotional states as a criterion of the reality of 
spiritual life. 

a. c 1665 Mrs. Hutcuinson Jem. Col. Hutchinson (1846) 
31 So had he the most merciful, gentle, and compassionate 
frame of spirit. 1711 STEELE SZect. No. 167 P 3, I ama 
Fellow of a very odd Frame of Mind. a@x1754 FirtpinGc 
Char. Man Wks. 1784 1X. 409 That heavenly frame of soul, 
of which Jesus Christ himself was the most perfect pattern. 
1878 Bosw. Smitu Carthage 110 It did not occur to a body 
of so conservative a frame of mind, that [etc.]. 

b. 1665 BoyLe Occas. Reff. (1845) 28 The way of think- 
ing we would recommend, does very much dispose men to 
an attentive frame of mind. 1702 C. Matuer Magn. Chr. 
ut. xvi. 117 He would compose himself unto a most 
heavenly Frame in all things. 1719 De For Crusoe 1. xv, 
In this thankful frame I continued. ¢174x BrainerD in 
Edwards Zz/e i. (1851) 3 All my good frames were but self- 
righteousness. 1774 FLetcuer Zss. on Truth Wks. 1795 
IV. 114 The modish doctrine of a faith without frame and 
feeling. 1806 A. Knox Rem. I. 10 The concluding stanza 
shews.. in what frame he wrote, 1828 E. Irvinc Last 
Days 45 Hence arose that substitution of frames and feelings 
for the sacraments..of the church. 1838 J. H. Newman 
Par. Serm. (1839) IV. viii. 144 Consider the different frames 
of mind we are in hour by hour. 1874 Stusss Const, Hist. 
I. xiv. 131 He was in no patient frame. 

III. A framed work, structure. 
* cenerally. 

7. A structure, fabric, or engine constructed of 
parts fitted together. Now ods. or arch., exc. in 
the particular applications under 8, 9. + In early 
Sc, applied sfec. to a rack; in 16-18th c. to a gal- 
lows, an easel, a scaffolding, etc. 

c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Laurentius 338 Par-eftyre gert 
hyme straucht In til framis with al bare macht. Jé/d. 
Agatha 168 He gert strek hire in a frame, & torment hir in 
syndry vyse. 15.. Hickscorner in Hazl. Dodsicy I. 158 
Yea, at Tyburn there standeth the great frame, And some 
take a fall that maketh their neck lame. 1526 Piler. Perf. 
(W. de W. 1531) 147 The way of perfeccyon is as a frame, 
in the whiche one thynge dependeth of an other. 1558 
PuarER A2neid wv. 653 Make out with ores, in ships, in 
boates, in frames. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach'’s Hus. 1. 
(1586) 41 b, They use a greater Sythe. .fenced with a crooked 
frame of stickes. 1632 Lirucow 7vav.v. 171 At Ierusalem 
Ilodg’d..ina Cloystred frame. a@1641 SuckLinG Lett. Wks. 
(1646) 87 If I should see Van Dike with .. his Frame and 
right Light. 1648 Everyn Diary (1889) I. 189 At Naples 
they use a frame [a ‘maiden’, sort of guillotine], like ours 
at Halifax. 1697 Drypen Alexander's Feast 162 Divine 
Cecilia came, Inventress of the vocal frame. 1700 — Pala- 
mon & A, u.554 The gate was adamant ; eternal frame. 1726 
Leoni A lberti’s Archit. 11, 121/2 He made use of Frames 
to shut out the River. 

+b. ?A snare; =Encine. Obs. 

1509 Barcray Shp of Folys (1874) I. 164 The deuyll .. 
labours to get ys in his frame. [Cf. 1558 in 2.] 

8. Applied to the heaven, earth, etc. regarded as 


a structure. 

1861 T. Norton Calvin’s Just. 1. 21 Y° knowledge of God 
..in the frame of the world and all the creatures is..plainly 
set forth. 1594 MartowEe & Nasue Dido y. ii, Ye gods, 
that guide the Starry frame .. Grant [etc,], 1602 SHaAKs, 
Hani. M1. ii. 310 This goodly frame the Harth. 1667 MiLton 
P. /. Vv. 154 These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almightie, thine this universal Frame. 1774 J. Bryant 
Mythol. II, 371 Power supreme..to thee I sue, to thee, 
coeval with the mundane frame, 1856 STANLEY Szvaz. § 
Pad. xii. (1858) 403 The thunderstorm .. begins by making 
the solid frame of Lebanon and Sirion to leap for fear. 


9. Applied to the animal, esp. the human body, 
with reference to its make, build, or constitution. 


1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. ut. i, As you enter at the” 


door, there is opposed to you the frame ofa wolf in the hang- 
ings. cx1600 Suaxs. Sov. lix. ro This composed wonder 
of your frame. 1617 J. Taytor (Water P.) in Shaks. C. 
Praise 126 His post-like legs were answerable to the rest of 
the great frame which they supported. 
Hydriot. Ep. Ded., How long in this corruptible Frame 
some Parts may be uncorrupted. 1749 SMOLLETT Regicide 
1. vi, Simple woman Is weak in intellect, as well as frame. 
1775 Jounson Tax. no Tyr. 65 Amidst the terror which 
habe my frame, x1812-16 J. Smirn Panorama Sc. § Art 
I, 298 A lever of the third sort became most admirably 
adapted to the animal frame. 1867 Freeman Worm. Cong. 
(1876) I. v. 398 One whose vigorous frame had won him his 
distinctive surname [Ironside]. : 
** A supporting or enclosing structure. 
10. A structure of timbers, joists, etc. fitted to- 


gether to form the skeleton of a building. 


1658 Sir T. BrownE | 





FRAME. 


c1440 Promp. Parv. 176/1 Frame of a worke, fadrica. 
1533 Upatt Flowers Latine Speaking 84b, Fabrica, 
proprely is a forge or frame of a carpenter. 1545 Act 37 
Hen. VIII, c. 6 The secret burnynge of frames of tymber. . 
redy to be sett up, and edified forhouses, 1579 Nottingham 
Rec. (1889) IV. 182 For the frame of the house at Fre Scole. 
1626 Bacon Sylva § 505 Great Castles made of Trees vpon 
Frames of Timber. .were anciently matters of Magnificence. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 132 Taking away the wooden 
Blocks .. from under the corners of the Frame, they let it 
fall into its place. 1741 P. Taitrer, etc. Marr. Georgia 107 
The Frame of the Orphan-house is up. 1835 W. Irvinc 
Tour Prairies 251 The bare frames of the lodges, and the 
brands of extinguished fires, alone marked the place. 


b. A building; in later use, one composed 


chiefly or entirely of wood. Ods. exc. U.S. 

cx1425 Found. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 13 He 
reysid vppe a grete frame. 1509 in C. Welch Tower Bridge 
(1894) 85 A Trinite and ij aungellis set in the new Frame 
upon the bridge. ¢1639 in Quincy Hist. Harvard Univ. 
(1840) I. 452 The frame in the College yard. 1667 Boston 
Rec. (1881) VII. 37 The Complaint of seuerall Inhabitants 
of a frame sett vp. 1766 Entick London IV. 334 A large 
..frame of timber and brick was set thereon. 1884 JV. Y. 
Herald 27 Oct. 4/6 The house is a three story frame, and 
was full of guests at the time. 


ll. A structure which serves as an underlying 
support or skeleton, or of which the parts form an 


outline or skeleton not filled in. 

In mod. dialects used for the skeleton of a person or animal 
(see Cheshire and Wilts. Glossaries, E. D.S.). 

1836 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 183 To 
Wesburne, carpenter, settyng upon the frame and bells in 
St. Fryswides steple, xiiijs. 1579 E. K. Gloss. Spenser's 
Sheph. Cal. Nov. 161 Beare, a frame, whereon they vse to 
lay the dead corse. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) Index 
84 The Frame where the Coppers stand..is made of Dutch 
Bricks. 1665 BoyLE Occas, Kel. v. x. (1845) 335 For plac- 
ing broken Looking-glasses upon a moveable Frame betwixt 
their Nets. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. ii. 20 Lay there all 
night, upon our Barbecu’s, or frames of Sticks. 1816 J. 
Smitu Panorama Sc. §& Art 11, 26 The tube and basin are 
fixed to a frame of wood, 1833 J. Hottanp Manuf. Metal 
II. 143 The whole of the machine is made of iron, the length 
and breadth of the frame being regulated according to the 
size of the article to be turned. 1846 Younc Wazt. Dict. 
310 The paddle-shafts and intermediate shaft rest on the top 
ofastrong frame. 1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. 1086 The powerful 
uprights or standards called housing frames, of cast iron, in 
which the gudgeons of the rolls are set to revolve. 1858 Sim- 
monps Dict. Trade, Frane..the ribs or stretchers for an 
umbrella or parasol. 1866 RocErs Agric. § Prices I. xxi. 542 
The frame or body of the cart. 1884 Longiz. Mag. Mar. 486 
The terrible jars which its rubberless wheels and springless 
frame communicated to the system of the rider. 

Jig. 1642 Rocrrs Naanan Ep. Ded. x These two Graces 
..are the chiefe frame of these my ensuing lectures. 
b. Horology. (See quots.) 

1704 J. Harris Lex. Techn., Frame is the Out-work of a 
Clock or Watch, consisting of the Plates and Pillars, 1884 
F, J. Brirren Watch & Clockut. 106 [The] Frame .. [com- 
prises] the plates of a watch or clock that support the pivots 
of the train. 

ce. Printing. (See quot. 1874.) 

1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 11.22. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 
I. 912/2 Frame..7 (Printing) a desk containing two pairs of 
cases, containing roman and italic letters for the use of a 
compositor (see Case), or the stand supporting them. 

d. Waut. (See quots.) 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) Db, A frame of tim- 
bers. .is composed of one floor-timber .. whose arms branch 
outward to both sides of the ship: two or three futtocks .. 
and atop timber. 1867 Smyru Sazlor’s Word-bk., Frames, 
the bends of timbers constituting the shape of the ship’s body 
—when completed a ship is said to bez frame. 1883 Nares 
Const. Ironclad 4 The frames, which correspond to the ribs 
or timbers of a wooden ship are of iron about 4 inch thick, 

12. That in which something, esf. a picture, pane 
of glass, etc. is set or let in, as in a border or case. 

c¢1600 Suaks. Son. xxiv, My body is the frame wherin 
*tis held. 1666 Prerys Diary (1890) 280 Paid him £14 for 
the picture, and £1 5s. for the frame. 1762 H. WaLpoLe 
Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. I. iv. 89 It had a glass over it, and 
a frame curiously carved. 1811 A. T,'THomson Lond. Disp. 
(1818) p. Ixxxviil, These [filters] are generally made .. with 
the mouth stretched on a hoop or frame. 1849 C. BronTE 
Shirley xix, The mill yawned all ruinous with unglazed 
frames. 1892 Photogr. Rev. of Rev. I. 452 Pictures in 
unusual frames. 2 : 

jig. 1848 C. Bronte ¥. Zyve xxxvii, A grass-plat..set in 
the heavy frame of the forest. f 
13. Hence applied to various utensils of which 


the ‘frame’ or border is an important part. 

1727-41 CHAMBERS Cycl. s.v. /’rame, The founder’s Frame 
is a kind of ledge inclosing a board; which being filled with 
sand, serves as a mould to cast their work in, 1874 KnicHT 
Dict. Mech. 1. 912 Frame .. 3 the head of the batten in a 
loom. Jdid., Frame..10 (Soap-making) a box whose sides 
are removable when required, and locked together when the 
soap is to be poured in, 


b. Embroidery and Weaving. In early use: A 
loom (06s.). Now short for dace-frame, stocking- 


Srame, etc.: see also quot. 1727. 
The early uses should perh. be referred to sense 7 or 11, 
1523 SKELTON Garl, Laurel 792 The frame was brought 
forth with his wevyng pin. 1530 Patscr. 222/2 Frame to 
worke in, szetier. 1592 Davies Lmort. Soul wv. x. (1714) 
36 Narrow Webs on narrow Frames are weav’d. 1727-41 
Cuampers Cycé., /rame is more particularly used for a sort 
of loom, whereon artizans stretch their linens, silks stuffs &c. 
to be embroidered, quilted or the like. 1797 Monthly Mag. 
111. 243 Many frames are entirely stopped, and others but 
partially employed. 1812 Hxamminer 11 May 291/2 Frames 
. indisputably lessen the number of workmen. 1849 JAMES 
Woodman ii, Two young girls .. sat near with tall frames 
before them, running the industrious needle in and out, 


64-2 


FRAME. 


1849 C. Bronte Shirley i, He expects two waggon loads of 
frames and shears. 
e. Horticulture. A glazed structure, portable or 


fixed, for protecting seeds and young plants from 


frost, etc. 

1664 Evetyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 207 Covering. .the Tree. . 
with a glaz’d Frame. 1782 Cowrer Pineapples & Bee 9 The 
frame was tight, And only pervious to the light. 1858 
Guirenny Gard. Every-day Bk. 276/1 Stocks .. are mostly 
sown in frames. 1882 Garden 4 Feb. 73/3 The whole of 
these were placed in..a propagating frame. 

14. Mining. (See quots.) 

1747 Hooson Miner's Dict., Frame, This is for Sinking in 
Sand and Water. .it is made of four good Planks. . placed in 
the Top of a Sand, [it] may be let down with ease enough 
as one Sinks. 1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf. Victoria 612 Frame 
of Timber—Differs (as some say) from a ‘set’ in width, and 
the legs are placed perpendicularly. 1875 J. H. Cottins 
Metal Mining Gloss., Yvante, an inclined board over which 
a gentle stream of water is made to flow, for the purpose of 
washing away the waste from small portions of ore which 
are placed upon it from time to time. 

15. attrib. and Comb. General relations: a. 
simple attrib., as (sense 10) frame-building, -cot- 
tage, -dwelling; (sense 11) frame-boat; (sense 11d) 
Srame-bend, -timbers ; (sense 12) /rame-door ; (sense 
13, b) frame-smith ; (sense 13 c) frame-cucumber. 
cx1850 Rudin. Navig. (Weale) 120 Frame-timibers, Various 
timbers that composea*frame bend. 1888 T.T, WiLtpripcE 
Northumbria 124 *Frame-boats covered with skins, 1858 
Merc. Marine Mag. V. 93 The machinery is in a *frame 
building. 1881 G. W. Caste Mme. Delphine Carancre iv. 
12 A little *frame cottage, standing on high pillars. 1890 
Daily News 26 June 2/6 *frame cucumbers, 1s. 6d. to 2s, 
perdozen. 1851 GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms Northumb. 
§ Durh, 23 A*frame door is set in a proper frame, made for 
the purpose. 1725 Lond. Gaz. No. 6385/4 John Smith.. 
*Frame-Smith. 1861 Stawiford Mercury 1 Feb. 6/2 Appren- 
ticed..to a frame-smith. 1846 Younc Vaut. Dict., Frames, 
or *Frane-timbers, in shipbuilding, the floor timbers, which 

..compose what is termed the frame. 

b. objective, as frame-bender, -maker. @. instru- 
mental, as frame-kntt, -knitted, -knitter, -knitting, 
-tape, -worker. 

1882 Standard 13 Oct. 2/3 The dispute originated with the 
*frame benders and steel platers. 1696 Lond. Gaz. No. 3226/4, 
5 dozen of superfine Rolling *Frame Knit Hose. 1892 Scott. 
Leader 30 Mar. 5 He presented a petition from the *frame- 
knitters to Parliament. 1882 Cautreit> & Sawarp Dict. 
Needlework, *Frame Knitting, a description of Frame 
Work, which when finished has the appearance of Knitting. 
1762 WaLPoLe Vertue’s Anecd. Paint, (1765) Il. 57 note, 
Norrice, *frame-maker to the Court. 1822 Mrs. Hortanp 
Son of a Genius iv, His frame-maker agreeing to take his 
pictures off his hands. 1882 Cautremp & SAwarp Dict. 
Needlework, *Frame Tape, this is a stout half bleached 
linen tape..‘The prefix ‘ Frame’ refers to the loom on which 
it is woven. 1812 Byron Let. to Ld. Holland 25 Feb., Prac- 
tices which have deprived the*frame-workers of employment. 

16. Special comb. : frame-breaker, one of those 
who resisted with violence the introduction of 
frames for weaving stockings, etc.; so frame- 
breaking ; frame-bridge (see quot.) ; frame-dam 
(see quot.); frame-level (see quot.); frame-stud, 
one of the uprights of the frame of a building; 
frame-tubbing (see quot.). Also FRAME-HOUSE, 
FRAME-SAW. 

1812 in Spirit Pub. Frnls. (1813) XVI. 160, I have had an 
application from Nottingham to chalk for the *frame- 
breakers. 1849 C. Bronte SAirdey ii, I only wish .. the 
frames .. were safe here... Once put up, I defy the frame- 
breakers. 1816 Parl. Debates 10 July, Lord Sidmouth 
moved the third reading of the *Frame Breaking Bill. 
1863 Kincstey Water Bab. i, The frame-breaking riots, 
which Tom could just remember. 1882 Ocitvis, *#ramze- 
bridge, a bridge constructed of pieces of timber framed 
together on the principle of combining the greatest degree 
of strength with the smallest expenditure of material. 1851 
GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms Northumb. §& Durh. 26 
A*frame-dam is formed of balks of fir wood, placed endwise 
against the pressure. 1874 Kwnicur Dict. Mech. 1. 913 
*Frame-level, a mason’s level. 1770-4 A. HuNTER Georg. 
Ess. (1804) II. 195 In wooden cottages, the *frame-studs are 
to be six inches by five. 1883 GresLry Gloss. Coal Mining, 
*Frame Tubbing, solid wood tubbing. 

Frame (frzim), v. [OE. framian to be help- 
ful or profitable, to make progress, f. fram for- 
ward adj. and adv. (see From); cf. the equivalent 
ON. frama to further, advance, get on with, The 
cognate ON. fremja (= OE. fremman, fremian: 
see KREME v.) to further, execute, perform, may 
have influenced the development, as it has no um- 
laut in pa. t. and pa. pple. (/ramde, framdr).] 

+1. zztr. To profit, be of service. Const. with 
dat.; also quasi-zmpers. Also, to supply the 


needs of. Ods. 

c961 /ETHELWoLD Rude St. Benet \vii. (Schroer) 95 Fordy, 
pe he bydzle pzre stowe mid his crzfte framag ¢ 1230 
Hali Meid. 3x Pat tu understonde hu lutel hit framed ham. 
c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 1642 At set time he sulden samen Sor [i. e. 
at the well] hem-self & here orf framen. ¢ £330 R. BrunNE 
Chron, Wace (Rolls) 11112 To nemne hem here, litel hit 
frames. 

+2. To gain ground, make progress; to ‘get 
on’ (wth) ; to prosper, succeed. Also, in neutral 
sense with adv., to get on well, zl], etc. Obs. 

a1050 Liber Scintill. iv. (1889)20 Eadmodness swa micelum 
swa heo is ahyld to neowlum swa micelum heo framad [fro- 
Jicit) on heahnysse. 1g09 Barctay Shp of Folys (1874) II. 
253 But oft full yll they frame That wyll be besy with to hye 
thynges to mell. 1526 Sxerton Magny, 1863 The feldfare 








508 


wolde have fydled, and it wold not frame. 1550 LATIMER 
Last Serm. bef. Edw. VI, Wks. I. 228 Now I could not 
frame with it, nor it liked me not in no sauce. 1559 Jirr. 
Mag., Dk. York xxiii, God that causeth thinges to fro or 
frame. 1577-87 Hotinsuep Chron. I. 186/2 When the world 
framed contrarie..to his purpose. 1582 1, Warson Centurie 
of Loue \xxxi. (Arb.) 117 So frames it with mee now, that I 
[etc.]. cx6xx Cuapman //iad 1v. 13 The two. .are pleas’d to 
see how well the..fight did frame. 1634 RurHerrorp Le??. 
(1862) I. 126 Even howbeit the business frame not, the Lord 
shall feed your soul. 1669 WortipcE Syst. Agric. (1681) 
184 It framed not according to expectation. 

+ 3. zrans. To prepare, make ready for use; also, 


to furnish or adorn w7th. Ods. 

c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 3146 So mikil hird so it noten mai, Ben 
at euen folc sum to samen, And ilc folc is to fode framen, 
And eten it bred. 13.. Coer de L. 1859 The knights framed 
the tree-castel Before the city upon a hill. c1400 Destr. 
Troy 6206 A cloth all of clene gold, Dubbit full of diamondis 
.. Framet ouer fresshly with frettes of perle. 


+4. To prepare (timber) for use in building; to 
hew out; to prepare the timbers, perform the car- 
penter’s work for (a building). Phrase, to frame 


and rear, frame and set up. Obs. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 1. 481 (530) This timber is al 
redy up to frame. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 176/2 Framyn 
tymbyr for howsys, dolo. 1520 WHITTINTON Vlg. (1527) 1 
To square tymbre, frame and rere ony buyldynge. c 1520 
Mem. Ripon (Surtees) III. 205 Will’mo Caruer framyng 
the sayd fertter per ij dies & alias, 2s. 2d. 1542-3 Act 
34 § 35 Hen. VIII, c. 25 It shalbe lawfull..to erecte, make, 
frame and set vp..one good..windemill. 1557 777. Cold. 
Ace. in Willis & Clark Cambridge 11. 472 Carpenter 4 dayes 
in framing tymber for y* upper floor. 1603 /d¢d. II. 491 
A bargayne to frame finish and set vp y® roofe. 1707 
Mortimer Hxsb. 302 The Carpenters Work to Hew the 
timber, saw it out, frame it, and set it together. 1724 in 
Temple & Sheldon Hist. Northfield, Mass. (1875) 199, I hope 
the fort and houses will be framed and set up this month. 

5. To shape, give shape to; to fashion, form. 
a. with material obj. Ods. exc. with additional 


notion as in 6 and 7. 

1553 Even 7veat. Newe Ind.(Arb.) 30 They frame the roofes 
of these cotages with sharpe toppes. 1576 FLeminc Panofd. 
Epist. 190 This brittle bottle framed out of clay. 1615 
G. Sanpys 7vav, 181 The effigies of Saint Ierome, miracu- 
lous framed by the naturall veines of the stone. 1678 R. 
Barctay A fol. Quakers v. xxiii. 171 The Iron .. is softned 
and framed. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 9 Batter it out .. 
pretty near its shape; and so by several Heats .. frame it 
into Form and Size. /dzd. 183 The Gouge. .may. .also frame 
pretty near the hollow Moldings required in the Work. — 

b. To shape, compose, give (specified) expression 
to (the countenance). 

1565-73 Coorer Thesaurus, Frons castigata, a Counten- 
ance so well framed that it cannot be reprehended. 1593 
Suaks. 3 Hen. VJ, m1. ii. 186 Why I can .. frame my Face 
to all occasions. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Evromena 
2t The Admirall (framing the best countenance he could) 
departed thence. A : 

e. To shape, direct (one’s thoughts, actions, 
powers, etc.) to a certain purpose. Also witha 
person, etc. as obj., to shape the action, faculties, 
or inclinations of ; to dispose. ‘In early use, to 
train, discipline; =Form v. 2. ‘+ Also in fasszve, 
to be ina certain frame or mood. Const. for, #0, 


Zo do. 

1547 J. Harrison Erhort. Scottes 210 You shall .. frame 
his youthe with verteous preceptes. 1552 Bh. Com. Prayer, 
Ordering of Deacons, To frame. .youre owne lyues. .accord- 
ing to the doctrine of Christ. 1556 Hosy tr. Castiglione’s 
Courtyer (1577) Qii. v, The good man of the house. .firste 
with faire woordes, afterward with threatninges, attempted 
to frame hir to do his pleasure. 1569 J. PArKHURST J7172mC- 
tions, You must endeuour so to order and frame your selues 
in the setting foorth of Gods true Religion. 1579 LyLy 
Euphues (Arb.) 127 Two whelpes..the one he framed to 
hunt, and the other [etc.]. 1599 B. Jonson very Man out 
flum. i. i, (Rtldg.) 38/t, I cannot frame me to your harsh 
vulgar phrase, ’tis against my genius. 1637 RuTHERFORD 
Lett, clxxxvii. (1891) 367 Frame yourself for Christ, and 
gloom not upon His cross, 1640 Marcombes in Lismore 
Papers Ser. 1. (1888) IV. 117 It will be a harder matter 
for me to frame them to their bookes. 1660 Pepys Diary 
26 Jan., We were as merry as I could frame myself to be. 
1662 NewcomEe Diary (Chetham Soc.) 44, I got up about 8, 
and was but ordinarily framed. 1675 tr. Camden's Hist. 
Eliz. (ed. 3) Introd. 6 b, She. .framed her Tongue to a pure 
and elegant way of Speaking. 1742 Ricuarpson Pamzela 
III. 177 She cannot quite..frame her Mouth to the Sound 
of the Word Sister. 1775 Map. D'Arsiay Let. to Mr. 
Crisp 8 May in Early Diary, 1 cannot frame myself to 
anything else. 1814 Cary Dante, Par. m1. 110 God knows 
how, after that, my life was framed. 1846 KresLe Lyra 
Innoc. (1873) 150 Such is Thy silent grace, framing aright 
our lowly orisons. 

d. To direct (one’s steps); to set out upon (a 
journey). Also vef. and absol. To shape one’s 
course; to betake oneself, resort. Ods. exc. dial, 

ic > 
=‘ go’. 

1576 Freminc Panopl, Epist. 169 Many .. men .. have 
framed themselves to my conversation, 1590 SpeNsER 7. 
Q. 11, i, 20 A stately Castle far away she spyde, To which 
her steps directly she did frame. 1598 Yonc Diana 61, I 
frame my selfe to the seruice of some Lord or Gentleman, 
1608 Suaxs. Perv. Prol. 32 The beauty of this sinful dame 
Made many princes thither frame. 1637 Heywoop D/ad. 
i. Wks. 1874 VI. 100 Pilgrimage I’l frame Vnto the blessed 
Maid of Walsinghame. 1847 E. Brontis Wuthering 
Hleights v, ‘Frame upstairs, and make little din.’ did. 
xiii, A threat to set Throttler on me if I did not ‘frame off’, 
rewarded my perseverance. 1865 B. Briertey /ykdale 1. 
120, I fraimt up to her and sed, ? Eh. 

e. intr, for vefl., in various applications, now 
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chiefly dia/.: (a) Vo put oneself in a posture of 
doing something ; to set about, make an attempt 
or pretence fo do; (6) to go about a work in a 
romising manner; to give promise of becoming 
skilful ; (¢) to manage, contrive, 4o do something. 
Cf. shape intr., used dialectally in all these meanings. 
1602 2nd Pt. Return fr. Parnass. ww. Vv. (Arb.) 62 Schollers 
must frame to liue ata lowsayle. 1611 Biste Fxdg. xii. 6 
He could not frame to pronounce it right. 1634-5 BrerETon 
Trav. (Chetham Soc.) 119 The masters. .not..knowing how 
to frame to till, and order their land, the ground hath been 
untilled. 1664 /VJodden F. ix. 83 For defence they fiercely 
frame. 1674 N. Fatrrax Bulk & Selv, 130 Before he could 
frame to get loose of her. 1863 Mrs. Toocoop Vorksh. 
Dial., She frames with the butter, does Mary Ann, 1867 
Miss Parr Mr. Wynyara’s Ward Xl. 79, ‘1 frames to get 
about, but I’se racked wi’ rheumatiz terrible—terrible.’ 
1876 Whitby Gloss. s.v., ‘She frames at eating a bit’. .‘ He 
frames badly at wark.’ Jdid., ‘It’s framing for wet.’ 1887 
H. Smart Cleverly Won iv. 31 If..the mare framed well for 
jumping..he would [etc.]. 1888-9 Long. Mag. XI11. 442 
‘And when the other maids was back, she was framin’ to be 
asleep, with her cap of rushes on.’ 1894 Westie. Gaz. 15 
June 5/3 He was just framing to play when a ball .. came 
right through the next net. 1894 Mrs. H. Warp Marcella 
II. 265 He frames well in speaking. 
6. “vans. To adapt, adjust, fit (chiefly an im- 


material object) Zo or zz¢o (something). 

cxsso Lusty Fuventus in Hazl. Dodsley 11. 93 Unto his 
teaching your life ye will not frame. 1639 S. Du Vrercer 
tr. Camus’ Admir. Events 10 Rosana..framed her selfe 
unto all the humours of the Prince. @ 1656 Ussuer Power 
Princes 1. (1683) 131 To frame our wills to the chearful per- 
formance of that duty. 1663 GeRBIER Cowsse/15 Carpenters 
do frame their Railes to Ballesters. 47d. 94 Carpenters do 
frame them so exact to the width..of the window. 1703 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. 131 They are to be framed into one 
another. a@1716 Soutn Sev. (1744) 11. 305 The desires of the 
righteous are..framed to an agreeableness with the ways of 
God. 1806 Worpsw. /xtimations vii, Unto this he frames 
his song. 


+b. zxtr. for vefl. To adapt oneself, conform, 


Of things: To suit, fit. Ods. 

1533 More Confut. Barnes vi. Wks. 783/1 How would 
then those wordes frame. 1586 W. WesBE Zug. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 80 It will not frame altogether so currantlye in our 
English as the other, because the shortnesse of the seconde 
Penthimimer will hardly be framed to fall together in good 
sence. 1606 HoLLanp Swefon. 76 Having in..ardent heat 
begun a Tragedie, when he saw his stile would not frame 
thereto .. he .. wiped it quite out. 1642 RocErs Naaman 
436 Bids us try the Unicorne whether he .. will..draw our 
cart..meaning that his wildnesse will not frame to it. 


7. trans, To make, construct. Now always im- 
plying the combination and fitting together of parts, 
and adaptation to a design; in 16-17th c. often 


used more widely. 

1555 Epen Decades 58 They framed anew carauel shortly 
after. 157x Dicces Pantom. 1. vi. Cij b, Couple y® endes 
of those two right lines togither with a thirde, and so haue 
you framed a Triangle equallto the former. 1577 B. Gooce 
Leresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 39 b, [Hemp]serveth both for mak- 
yng of Canvesse, and framing of Ropes, /ézd. 1v. 185 They be 
greater, as though their bodies were purposely framed for 
generation. 1598 Barrer Zheor. Warres ww. i. 116 To 
frame bridges ouer rivers. 1607 TorsELL Hour. Beasts 
(1658) 264 Alexander the Great caused Lysippus .. to frame 
the pictures of all those knights which .. were slain at the 
river Granicus. 1612 Enchir. Med. 94 A cataplasme framed 
of crumbs..and milke with oile of Roses. 1667 Mirton 
P. L. iv. 691 It was a place Chos’n by the sovran Planter, 
when he fram’d All things to mans delightful use. 1692 
T. H[ate] Acc. New Invent. 120 The principal things. .to 
be considered in framing and fitting ofa Ship. 1725 De For 
Voy. round World (1840) 321 Their rafts .. were lifted off 
from the place where they were framed. 1726 Leoni tr. 
Alberti's Archit. 1. 42/2 You may frame wooden dams. 
1810 Scott Lady of L. ut. v, The fieldfare framed her 
lowly nest. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Plato Wks. (Bohn) 
I, 291 If the tongue had not been framed for articulation 
man would still be a beast in the forest. 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) III. 418 The things in heaven are framed by 
the Creator in the most perfect manner. 1879 Cassed/’s 
Techn. Educ. \V, 189/2 This is really the first stage in the 
operation of ‘ framing’ a wood ship. 

8. In various immaterial applications. a, To 
contrive (a plot, etc.) ; to devise, invent, fabricate 
(a rule, story, theory, etc.); to put together, fash- 
ion, compose; to put into words, express. 

1514 Barcray Cyt. 6 Uplondyshm. (Percy Soc.) 23 Than 
frame they fraudes men slyly to begyle. 1570-6 LAMBARDE 
Peramb, Kent (1826) 187 Leland calleth it Noviodunum, 
which word is framed out of the Saxon Niwandune. 1576 
Freminc Panofpl. Epist. 150, I will frame an aunsweare, to 
your two severall letters. 1577 B. Goocr Heresbach's 
Hush. 1. 16 He can not so easely frame a false accompt. 
1587 Turperv. 7vag. T. (1837) 127 Shee ever lookt when he 
Would frame his humble sute. 1608 Br. Hatt Char. Vir- 
tues §& V. 122(Slothfull) He is wittie in nothing but framing 
excuses to sit still, 1658 BRAMHALL Consecy. Bps. vii. 153 He 
who had so great a hand in framing the Oath, 1674 PLAyrorD 
Shild Mus. 1. xi. 40 Who hath framed to himself a manner 
of Singing. 1682 Burnet Rights Princes ii. 27 This was a 
Story framed long after. 1767 BLackstonr Comm. II. 128 
We may observe, with how much nicety and consideration 
the old rules of law were framed, x179x Cowper Odyss. 11. 
226 But let us frame Effectual means. 1808 Scorr M/arm. 
1. vii, Frame love-ditties passing rare. 1856 Froupe H7st, 
£xg. (1858) I. iv. 359 The convocation.. had framed their 
answer in the same spirit. 1859 Kincstey JZisc. (1860) I. 
67 Statutes..Which must needs have been framed for some 
purpose or other. 

b. To form, articulate, utter (words, sounds). 

1609 Biste (Douay) Vuze. ix. comm., God answered by 
a voice framed by an Angel. 1702 Pore Dryofe 80 When 


a 


FRAMEA. 


first his infant voice shall frame Imperfect words. 1782 
Han. More Belshazzar 1. 62 Then may my tongue refuse to 
frame the strains Ofsweetest harmony. 1880 G, MrrepitH 
Trag. Cone, (1881) 153 She framed the words half aloud. 

e. To form or construct in the mind; to con- 
ceive, imagine. More fully 4o frame to oneself. 
+ Also with ozt. 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. ii. § 2 Frame to themselues a 
way more pleasant. a@1618 RaLeicn Sceftick in Rene. 
(1651) 21 As several humours are predominant, so are the.. 
conceits severally framed and effected. 1653 H. More 
Antid, Ath. 1. iii. (ed. 1712) 13 An Idea of a Being abso- 
lutely. . Perfect, which we frame out by attributing all con- 
ceivable Perfection to it, x7r0 Berketry Princ. Hume. 
Knowl, § 98 Whenever I attempt to frame a simple idea 
of time. 1782 Han. More Moses 11.14 A mother’s fond- 
ness frames a thousand fears. 1814 Cary Dante, Par. 
11. 48 With thoughts devout, Such as I best can frame. 
1863 Geo. Evior Romolat.ix, He could frame to himself no 
probable image of love-scenes between them. 

+d. To cause, produce, bring to pass. Obs. 

1576 Fieminc Panofpl. Epist. Epit. Aiv b, Can you name 
A better place then countrie blest ? Where..Summers frame 
Joyes. a1592 Greene Alphonsus v. Wks. (Rtldg.) 243/x 
His daughter..by her marrying did his pardon frame. 1593 
Suaks. 2 Hen. VI, v. ii. 32 Feare frames disorder. 1597 
— 2 Hen. IV, ww. i. 180 Which Heauen so frame. 

9. [from the sb.] To set ina frame; to enclose 
in or as ina frame; to serve as a frame for. Also 
with zz. 

1705 Appison /taly 7 The winding Rocks a spacious Har- 
bour frame. 1842 Mrs. Cartyte Left. I. 138, I have your 
.. Villa framed and hung up. 1876 W. H. Pottock in 
Contemp. Rev. June 63 Scenery and machinery were em- 
ployed to frame the play. 1878 Brownie Poets Croisic 56 
Somebody saw a portrait framed and glazed. 1883 Lp. R. 
Gower My Remzin. I, xiii. 237 The lovely lake, framed in 
by a background of soft-swelling hills. 

Hence Framing ///. a., that serves as a frame, 

1876 Gro. Exior Daz. Der. II. xxxiv. 382 Her yellow face 
witl its framing rouleau of grey hair. 

|| Frarmea. Ant. [L.; presumably a Teut. 
word.] A kind of javelin used by the ancient 
Germans (see quot.). By modern archaeologists 
the word has been applied to a particular type of 
lance found in ancient German tombs, etc., and also 


to a form of socketed stone celt. 


1598 GrenewEY Tacitus’ Germany i. (1622) 259 [They] | 


carry Iauelines, or as they term them Frameas, with a 
narrow and short iron, but so sharpe. .that..with the same 
weapon they can fight both at hand, and a farre off. 

Framed (frzimd), f¢/. a. [f. Frame v. + -D 1] 
In senses of the vb. 

e1440 Promp. Parv. 176/t Framyd, dolatus. 1496 in 
C. Welch Tower Bridge (1894) 83 [The carriage of loads of 
‘framed timber’ figures in the accounts of 1496.] 18566 in 
Peacock Eng. Ch. Furniture 65 A Rood loft whearof is 
made a framde table. 1578 Timmer Caluine on Gen. 9t The 
principal point of wisdom is, framed sobriety to the obedi- 
ence of God. 1598 Barret Theor. Warres u. i. 21 In 
’ Ordinances, or framed battels..the Ensignes do march in 
one large or long ranke iointly. 1605 Bacon Adv. Leari. 1. 
3, I cannot..propound unto you framed particulers. 1639 
in Virginia Mag. of Hist. § Biog’. (1895) I11. 30 Others have 
undertaken to build framed howses to beautifye the place. 
1719 De For Crusoe u. i, To carry a framed sloop on board 
the ship. 1816 JAmMEesoN Charac. Min. 207 Framed or 
squared fluor-spar (chaux fluatée encadrée). 1874 MickvE- 
THWAITE Mod. Par. Churches 319 Framed pictures require 
to be placed where they may be seen, 

Framed, Se. var. of FREMD. 

Fra‘me-house. [f. Frame sd. and v. + House. ] 

+1. A house in which things are framed or fash- 
ioned. Ods. 

@1555 BraprorD in Certain Lett. (1564) 276 The crosse.. 
is the framehouse in the which god frameth his children like 
to his sonne Christe. 

2. A house constructed with a wooden framework 
or skeleton covered with boards. 

1817 J. Brapsury Trav. Amer. 331 Every planter. .is able 
to erect a handsome frame-house. 1856 O_mstep SVave 
States 394 In a little white frame-house we found a company 
of engineers. 1887 Spectator 26 Mar. 412/2 A master-car- 
penter. .lived in a comfortable two-story frame-house, 

Frameless (fréi:mlés), a. [f. FRamE sd. + 
-LESS.] Without frame, having no frame. 

1862 I’. A. TroLiopr Marietta II. vii. rro Smaller frame- 
less canvasses, 1882 J. Payvn Thicker than Water iii, He 
had a frameless, stringless glass, which stuck in his eye 
with the tenacity of a limpet. 

+ Fra‘mely, adv. Obs. [f. Frame sd, + -Ly 2,] 

1561 Norton & Sackv. Gorboduc 1. i, That .. my purpose 
may more framelie [/ater edd. firmelie] stande. 

Framer (fréi'moz). [f. Frame v.+-rr1.] One 
who frames; a maker, contriver, inventor. Also, 


one who frames a picture, etc. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 41, I maruel what these 
framers of new Gods do meane. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 
Iv. vi. (1614) 367 It is the Minde of the minde which is 
framer of the fierie world. 1690 Locke Govt. u. xiii. (Rtldg.) 
156 The first framers of the government. 1741 Monro Anat. 
Nerves (ed. 3) 16 The Framers of this Objection. 1796 
Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) 1. Pref. 12 Leske, the framer of 
the present collection. 1827 Kresre Chr. V., Evening ix, 
Thou Framer of the light and dark. 1864 A. J. Horwoop 
Yearbks. 32 § 33 Edw. I Pref. 34 The framer of the Latin 
version translated from the French form, 1870 SwinpuRNE 
Ess. & Stud. (1875) 315 Without more form of order than has 
been given by the framers and hangers. : 

Fra'me-saw. [f. Frame sd.+Saw.] A thin 
saw stretched in a frame which gives it sufficient 


rigidity in its work (Knight). 


’ this. frame-work line. 
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1678 Moxon Mech. Exerc. I. 99 The office of the Cheeks 
made to the Frame-Saw is, by the twisted Cord and 
Tongue..to..strain the Blade of the Saw the straighter. 
1761 Brit. Mag. 11. 299 An oak fructed, proper, having a 
frame-saw, transversely fixed. 1832 Bappace con. Manuf. 


xxii. (ed. 3) 217 The horny exterior is then cut into three 
portions with a frame-saw. 

Framework. [f. Frame sd. + Work 50.] 

1. A structure composed of parts framed together, 
esp. one designed for inclosing or supporting any- 
thing; a frame or skeleton. 

1644 Mitton Aveof. (Arb.) 64 What a fine conformity 
would it starch us all into? doubtless a stanch and solid 
peece of frame-work, as any January could freeze together. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 132 Laying a Block..under the 
corner of the Frame-work to bear it hollow off the Founda- 
tion. 1822 T. MircuEtt Avistoph, I. 192 Let ribs of beef 
1874 Burnanp JZy Time iii. 28 The 
old arm-chair, whose framework had been made any number 
of years ago, 1885 F. Tempre Relat. Relig. & Sc. vi. 164 
The framework [of vertebrate animals] as a whole always 
exhibiting the same fundamental type. 

b. transf. and jig. 

1816 J. Scorr V7s. Paris (ed. 5) 10 That the frame-work of 
a nation may be strong, each of its divisions must be let 
closely into others. 1856 SranLey Siaz & Pad. i, (1858) 67 
Those grand frameworks, such as at Marathon and else- 
where correspond to the event they have encompassed. 1876 
FrEEMAN Nori. Cong. V. xxii. 7 The outward framework 
of law and government still keeps its ancient shape. 

2. (Written as two words or with a hyphen.) 
Work done in or with a frame. a. Knitting or 
weaving done on a ‘stocking-frame’; cf. FRAME 
sb. 13 b, and see 3 below. b. (See quot.) 

1882 CautreitD & Sawarp Dict, Needlework, Frame 
Work, this work, also called Travail au Meétier, is formed 
with wools and silk upon a flat solid wooden Frame cut to 
the size required. 

ce. Gardening. (See quot.) 

1819 Rees Cycl., Frame-work, that sort of forcing and 
raising vegetable productions at an early period, which is 
Pees by means of frames and artificial heat applied by 
them. 

3. Comb., as framework-knitted, -knitter, 

1716 Lond. Gaz. No. 5484/4 John Hathoway .. Frame- 
work-knitter. 1788 Act 28 Geo. II, c. 55 An Act for the., 
Punishment of Persons destroying .. Framework knitted 
Pieces, Stockings, and other Articles. 1838 Simmonps Dict, 
Trade, Frame-work Knitter, an operative in the hosiery 
trade, who weaves the worsted or cotton thread up into a 
knitted fabric. 

Framing (fré!'min), vd/. sd. [f FRamm v, + 
-ING!,] Theaction of FRAMm v. in various senses. 

+1. The action of making profit. Ods. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 176/2 Framynge or afframynge or 
wynnynge, ducrum, emolumentune. 

2. The action, method, or process of construct- 
ing, making, or shaping anything whether material 
or immaterial; + also, hewing of timber (oés.). 
Also gerundial with omission of 27. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 176/2 Framynge of tymbyr, dola- 
tuva. a1569 KincesmyLi Man's Est. 1x. (1580) 45 There is 
a stone framyng, it shall be laied in Sion. 1633 P. FLercHER 
Purple Isl. 1. ii, This curious Isle, whose framing yet Was 
never .. known to any humane wit. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 
vii. 189 Captain Bond had the framing..of it [a Fire ship]. 
1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 123 To pin the Frame. .ofa Roof 
together, whilst it is framing. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Wora-bk., 
Framing, the placing, scarphing, and bolting of the frame- 
timbers of a ship. 1883 AZanch. Exam. 16 June 4/7 The 
clause in dispute was of Lord Salisbury’s own framing. 

3. Mining. See quot. and cf. framing-table. 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 1. 913 Framing..2 (Mining) an 
operation upon pounded or stamped ores by which they are 
sorted into grades of comparative weight and consequent 
richness. 

4. concr. Framed work; a framework; a frame 


or set or system of frames. 

1703 T.N. City §& C. Purchaser 142 The Timber. .to make 
3 Square of Framing. 1823 Scoressy Fru. Whale Fishery 
455 Lhe pannels of the captain’s state-room Uoor were forced 
out of the framing. 1828 TRepGoLp lem, Princ. Carpentery 
title-p., Pressure and Equilibrium of Timber Framing. 1886 
Pall Mall G. 22 July 4/2 Walls of bamboo framing filled in 
with mud. 

5. attrib., as framing-house, -timber ; also fram~- 
ing-chisel, a heavy chisel for making mortises; 
framing-table JA/¢7zg¢ (see quot. and sense 3). 

1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 914 *Framiing-chisel. 1583 
Ho tysanp Canipo di Fior 57 The colledge..is the *fram- 
ing house, and as it were, The shoppe of men. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 913/2 The *framing-table is .. sus- 
pended in an inclined position, on pivots, so that it may be 
tipped into a vertical position when full, discharging its 
contents into separate cisterns beneath, 1522 Mem. Ripon 
(Surtees) III, 184 Le *framyng tymbre, 

+Framp, v. Obs. rare—. 
indulge greedily. : 

1532 More Confut. Vindale Wks. 716/1 Which not con- 
tent with..manna..murmured y*‘ they might not frampe in 
fleshe. 

+ Fra‘mple, v. Sc. Ols. [? freq. of Framp v.] 
To swallow or gobble x. 

a1898 Rottock 2 Thess. iii, xii. (606) 146 When fhou 
hast beene an idle vagabound .. and yet stops to thy 
dinner, and framples vp other mens trauels, that is vnlaw- 
full eating. 

Fra‘mpler. pseudo-arch. rare". [Cf. Frar- 
LER, FRAMPOLD.] <A brawler; =F RAPLER. 

1820 Scorr Monast. xxvii, A rude low-born frampler and 
wrangler, 


intr. ?To revel, 








FRANCHISE. 


Fra'mpold, a. Ods. exc. dial. Forms: 6-7 
frampold, frompall, 7 frampald, -pard, from- 
pered, frampel(l, -ple, -pole, -poll, -pull, 
(phrampell), 7, 9 A¢st. frampal(1, 7, 9 dal. fram- 
pled. [Of obscure origin; it is uncertain which 
of the many divergent forms is the earliest; forma- 
tion on fram, FRom + Pott head, would suit sense 
2. Cf. frommard = FRomwarpd, Frowarp; also 
Frump, and Se. /rample ‘to put in disorder’.] 

1. Sour-tempered, cross, disagreeable, peevish. 

1598 Suaks. Merry W. 11. ii. 94 She leads a very frampold 
life with him. c¢cx1600 Day Begg. Bednall Gr. i. ii. (1881) 
37, I think the fellow’s frompall :—I ask thee where my 
Cloak is. 1617 Cottins Def. Bp. Ely 1. x. 539 If a Priest 
were so frampoll..as to refuse to baptize a poore infant in 
that case. 1633 B. Jonson Zale Tub u. iv, I pray thee, 
grow not fram-pull now. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & Selv. 
To Rdr., An ill will’d and frampled waspishness. 1688 
Bunyan Solomon's Temple Spiritualized xlix. 9 Babes .. 
have .. babyish tricks .. their childish talk and frompered 
carriage must be borne withal. @ 1825 Foray Voc. 2. Anglia, 
Krampled, cross, ill-humoured. B+} 

2. Of a horse: Fiery, mettlesome, spirited. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor. 14 Like a skittish and 
frampold horse. 1611 Mippteton & Dekker XNoaring 
Girle D.’s Wks. 1873 III. 170 Coachman .. are we fitted 
with good phrampell iades. 1823 Scorr Peveri/ xxxii, The 
two ‘frampal jades’ (to use the term of the period). [1876 
pies Gloss., Franiple v., to paw on the ground, as a horse 
when kept standing in one place.] 

Framward: see FromMwarb. Oés. 

France (frenk). Forms: 4-8 frank, 9 franc. 
[a. F. franc, said to be derived from the legend 
Francorum rex, ‘king of the Franks’, on the first 
coins which were so called. 

The F. word appears as the name of a gold coin in an 
official document of 1360 (Hatz.-Darm.); the legend /ran- 
corum rex occurs on a gold coin struck in the same year.] 

The name of a French coin or money of account, 
of different values at different periods. a. A gold 
coin, in the 14th c. weighing about 60 grs., and 
intrinsically worth about ros, 6d. of our present 
money, but afterwards depreciated. b. (Sometimes 
Pound Franc.) A silver coin, first struck in 1575, 
identical with the livre tournois of 20 sols; in the 
18th c. English money-changers valued it at gd. or 
tod, ¢@. Since 1795, a silver coin representing the 
monetary unit of the decimal system; its value is 
slightly more than 93d. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Shipman’s T. 201, 1 wol bringe yow an 
hundred frankes. ¢1400 Sowdone Bab. 589 ‘Take a thau- 
sande pounde of Frankis fyne. 1494 Fanyan Chron. vil. 
527 A franke is worth .ii.s. sterlt, 1596 DavLrympLe tr. 
Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1X. 236 Ik 3eir how lang he lyuet xxx 
thousand frankis. 1603 KNotLes Hist. Turks (1638) 223 
The yearely tribute of .. eight hundred thousand franks of 
siluer. 1685 Baxter Paraphr. N. T, Mark vi. 34 note, 
Beza reckoneth the 200 pence, to 35 pound Frank of Tours. 
170z W. J. Bruyn's Voy. Levant xxxii. 129 A Chicken of 
Gold .. which amounts to Seven Francs and half. 1810 
Naval Chron. XXIV. 300 A piece of silver weighing five 
grams..to which has been applied the term /’vanc. 1892 
EK. Reeves Homewd. Bound 227 We had again to turn our 
pesetas into francs at a loss. 


|| Franc-archer (frankarfe). 27. “dst. PI. 
franc(s-archers, [Fr.; /vazc free (see FRANK a.) 
+ archer archer.] One of a body of archers esta- 
blished by Charles VII, one man being equipped 
by each parish, and exempted from taxes in consi- 


deration of his service. 

1675 tr. Machiavelli's Prince (Rtldg. 1883) 293 In every 
parish in France there is a person called a frank archer. 
1882 Miss Yonce Cameos (1877) III. ii. 92 Marching all 
night, he surprised the franc-archers and their leader. 1885 
Piummer in Fortescue’s Abs, & Lim, Mon. 197 The francs- 
archers, abolished by Louis XI after. .Guinegate in 1479. 

+ France. Obs. [cf FRANK 56.3] = FRANKIN- 
CENSE. 

14.. Lpiph. in Tundale’'s Vis, 109 Golde france and myrre 
thei gaf hym all thre. 

+ Franch, fraunch, v. 0ds. Also 6 fraunge. 
[? onomatopeeic ; cf. craunch.] trans. To devour. 
intr. To feed greedily (07). Hence Fra‘nching 


ppl. a, Also Fra‘ncher, a devourer. 

1519 Horman Vile. 39 b, He is euer fraunchynge. did. 
7x Thou arte a rauenar of delicates and a francher. 1541 
R. CopLanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. M iij, People gullyng, 
fraungyng, and dronkerds. 1563 A/irr. Mag., Ld. Rivers 
Ixviii, A Bull and Bore dyd passe, Fraunchyng the fysh and 
frye, with teeth of brasse. 1575 Turservite Bk, Venerte 
358 He that.. had yong fleshe to banquet at his fill Were 
fonde to fraunshe on garbage, graynes or swyll. 1625-6 
Purcuas Pilerims LV. 1579 They cast of them also to flesh 
fraunching Dogs. 

+Franchemyle. Coosery. Obs. Also franche- 
mole, frawnchemyle, -mul(le, fraunchemele, 
fronchemoyle. [a. F. franche mule, ruminating 
stomach of a sheep, etc.] A sort of haggis. 

cx420 Liber Cocorum 36 Wor fraunche mele. ‘Take swon- 
gene eyrene..and kreme..and kremelyd sewet of schepe .. 
And fylle py bagge [etc.]. ¢1430 Two Cookery-bks. 1. 38 
Frawnchemyle. Nym Eyroun [etc.]..& doin the wombe of 
the chepe, pat is, be mawe; & sepe hem wel. 1483 Cath. 
Angi, 14x A Franchemole (wv. ~. Frawnchmulle), lucanica. 

Franchise (frantfiz, -tfoiz), sd. Forms: 3-6 
fraunchis(e, -yse, 4-6 franchis, -yse, -es, 5-6 
fraunches, -schis(se, (6 franchese, fraunces, 


FRANCHISE. 


-chest, -chiese, -cis), 3— franchise. [a. OF .fran- 
chise freedom, frankness, f. franc free, FRANK a.2 
For the history of the pronunciation see ENFRANCHISE.] 


I. Freedom, immunity, privilege. 4 
+1. Freedom as opposed to servitude or subjec- 


tion. Ods. 

c1290 S. Eng, Leg. 1. 142/1271 And to bi-nime be kynge 
is fraunchise. 1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) 1091 We wullep vor 
oure franchise fizte & vor ourelond. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pars. 
T. ® 378 Pe goodes of body ben hele of body, as strengthe.. 
beautee, gentrye, fraunchise. 1475 Be. Noblesse 71 Aruns.. 
assemblid a gret oost ayenst the Romains to have..put hem 
in servage out of her fraunchise. 1525 Lp. Berners /voiss. 
(1812) II. xliii. 140 Ye sholde take all that we haue .. to 
maynteyne vs and our fraunches. 1648 D. Jenkins Ws. 110 
The House of Commons by themselves. .have no power to 
imprison men, or put them out of Franchise. 

+b. Moral freedom. Ods. 

1300 Cursor M. 1637 Alhis for-geten nou al pat franches 
pat { gaue man in paradis. 1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) 
Dictes 27 The mooste difficulte in a man .. To knowe hym 
self, To kepe his fraunchyse or liberte. 1483 Caxton Gold. 
Leg. 28/2 For where the holy ghoost is, there is fraunchyse 
and lyberte. 


2. a. A legal immunity or exemption from a par- 
ticular burden or exaction, or from the jurisdiction 
of a particular tribunal, granted to an individual, 
a corporation, an order of persons, etc. In early 
use also collect. or in generalized sense: The im- 
munities, freedom of government, etc., belonging 


to a municipality, etc. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 130, I be forbede to 
chalange any clerke In lay courte..of holy kirke has merke, 
Ne be franchise fordo, bat it ouh to halde. 1473 Warkw. 
Chron. 2 He ratyfied .. all the ffraunsches yeve to citeis. . 
and graunted to many cyteis.. new fraunschesses. 1480 
Caxton Chron. cxlvii. Ij, & that holy chyrch shold haue 
all fraunchises as ferforth as they had in seint Edwards 
tyme the confessour. 1494 Fasyan Chrov. vil. 336 This 
yere the Kynge seasyd the fraunchyse of the cytie of London. 
1538 Letanp /¢zv. I. 68 King Eadgar .. bare a gret Zeale 
to the Towne, and gave very great Frauncheses and Privil- 
ges vnto it. 1559 in Strype Anz. Ref. I. App. viii. 22 All 
franchises and liberties of the bisshoppericks..deryvid from 
the crowne. 1601 Hotianp Pliny I. 92 A most famous 
towne .. endowed by Claudius .. with the franchises and 
right of a Colonie, 1641 Termes de la Ley 167 Franchise 
-. signifies in our Law an Immunity or exemption from 
ordinary Jurisdiction, as for a Corporation to hold pleas 
within themselves to sucha value, and the like. 1757 BuRKE 
Abridgm. Eng. Hist, in. viii. Wks. 1812 V. 684 They had 
strength enough to oblige him [John] to a solemn promise 
of restoring those liberties and franchises, which they had 
always claimed. 1838 Prescotr Ferd. & Js. (1846) III. 
xxiii. 334 The city, having first obtained assurance of respect 
for all its franchises and immunities, surrendered. 

b. In wider sense: A privilege or exceptional 
right granted by the sovereign power to any person 
or body of persons. In England now chiefly Ast. 
and asa technical term of law; inthe U.S. applied 
esp. to the powers conferred on a company formed 
for some purpose of public utility. 

1386 Rolls of Parit. 111. 225/1 Noughtwithstondyng the 
same fredam or fraunchise, Nichol Brembre .. was chosen 
Mair. 1479 Bury Wills (Camden) 53, I beqwethe to 
Robert myn son, my tenmentes called Calfes and Northes.. 
wt the fraunchyse of faldes of ijcc shepe to eche of the seyd 
tenmentes bylongyng. 1523 Lp. Berners /oiss. I. ccclxxxi. 
640 In diuerse countreys .. the noble men hath great fraun- 
ches ouer the commons, and kepeth them in seruage. 1557 
N. T. (Geney.) Luke xxiii. 17 note, The Romains had gyuen 
such franches and liberties to the Iewes [to ‘let one lowse 
vnto them at the feast’]. 1596 Spenser J. Q. Iv. ix. 37 Ye 
-.the love of ladies foule defame ; To whom the world this 
franchise ever yeelded, That of their loves choise they might 
freedom clame, 1598 Manwoop Lawes Forest i. § 5 (1615) 
24/2 A Forest .. is the most highest franchise of noble, and 
princely pleasure, that can be insident unto the Crowne and 
Royall dignitie of a Prince. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt, 121 A 
mannor whereunto the franchise of waife and stray and such 
like are appendant. 16.. Act Chas. I, c. 15 (Manley) 20 
And the Lords and owners of Fairs, Markets and other 
Franchises, 1711 STEELE Sect. No. 258 P 2, I do humbly 
propose .. that another Theatre of Ease may be erected.. 
and that the Direction thereof may be made a Franchise in 
Fee to me, and my Heirs for ever, 1767 BLACKSTONE 
Comm, 11. 37 Franchise and liberty are used as synony- 
mous terms: and their definition is, a royal privilege, or 
branch of the king’s prerogative, subsisting in the hands 
of a subject. 1824 J. MarsHatt Const. Opin. (1839) 324 
The bill is brought for the purpose of protecting the bank 
in the exercise of a franchise granted by a law of the United 
States. 1866 Rocrrs Agric. §& Prices 1. ii. 33 The right of 
having a watermill was a franchise. 1876 Dicsy Real 
Prop. 1. App. § 1. 268 The rights to have ‘ waifs, wrecks, 
_estrays, treasure-trove, royal fish, forfeitures, and deodands’ 
are franchises, which must rest on royal grant, or prescrip- 
tion which presupposes a grant. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commew. 
II, m1. Ixvi. 500 After the sale by the Board of Aldermen of 
the Broadway franchise (the right of laying down a tram- 
way in Broadway), the Aldermanic office was much sought 
after, did. \xvii. 521 The form which corruption usually 
takes in the populous cities is the sale of ‘franchises’ 
(especially monopolies in the use of public thoroughfares). 
xo Pall Mall G, 30 Apr. 4/3 The Weights and Measures 
Bill .. empower[s] municipal and County Councils to pur- 
chase ‘ franchises’ of weights and measures, 


+ 3. Freedom from arrest, secured to fugitives in 
certain privileged places; right of asylum or sanc- 
tuary ; privileged character, inviolability, of a place 
of refuge. Hence concr, an asylum, sanctuary. 

€1380 Wyciir Se?, Wks, III. 323 Here men wondren 


moche whi alle manquelleris shullen have bis fraunchise of 
pe sche [?vead seintuarie]. c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 
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4994 In cuthbert mynster he come forbi, pe fraunchyse to 
breke of it. 1513 Douctas “nes vu. vi. 69 The haly schaw, 
Quilk strang Romulus did reduce and draw In maner of 
franches or of sanctuary. 160r Hotianp Pliny I. 121 They 
forbeare those..that flie ynto them as to a place of franchise 
and priuiledge. 

attrib. 1525 Lp. Berners Froiss. II. clx. 177 a, Trecte,a 
fraunches towne for all maner of people, : 

4. The freedom of or full membership of a body 
corporate or politic; citizenship. 

1579 FuLke Refut. Rastell 742 Our franches, freedom, or 
conuersation is in heauen. 1606 Hottanp Swetox., Annot. 
2 Unlesse they might be donadi civitate. i. enioy the Fran- 
chises and Freedome of Rome. 1838 THirtwatt Greece II. 
36 Solon .. published an amnesty .. which restored those 
citizens who had been deprived of their franchise for lighter 
offences. 1876 FREEMAN Norm. Cong. V. xxiii. 305 The 
men of London .. ranked with the barons of the realm, and 
many barons of the realm had been admitted to the fran- 
chise of their commonalty. : “ye 

+5. The district over which the privilege of a 
corporation or an individual extends ; a territory, 
domain. Cf. Linerry. 70 go or ride the franchises : 
to beat the bounds. Ods. 

1486 Surtees Misc. (1888) 53 Tadcastre brige, being thex- 
tremitie of y’ fraunches. 1526 R. Wuytrorp Martiloge 
(1893) 64 In the fraunchest of pontyne. Jd7d. 174 In the 
fraunchest of lyngon. 1572 in W. H. ‘Turner Sedect. Rec. 
Oxford 341 Vhe francheses of this Cytie shalbe ryd accord- 
ing to auncient custom. 1621 Botton Stat. Ireland 36 
Hen. VI, 27 This Statute shall be observed and take place 
as well within Franchises and liberties as without. 1680 
Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 493 That day he went the 
franchises with the mayor and citizens. 1774 E. JAcos 
Faversham 27 The river which separates the franchise of 
the church of Canterbury down to a place towards the 
South. 1876 Dicsy Real Prop. i. i. § 2. 15 The owner of a 
franchise or liberty or district exempt from the jurisdiction 
of the hundred. 

attrib. 1377 Nottingham Rec. 1V. 168 Payd for carydg 
of the olde fraunces crose to the towne. 1587 /ézd. 215 
Another hole in Wilforth Pasture..to want frauncis stones. 

6. The right or privilege of voting at public 
elections, esp. for members of the legislative body. 

(Originally a mere contextual application of 2b}; more 
fully, elective franchise ; now the prevailing sense.) 

1790 Burke /y. Rev. Wks. V. 318 It would be too much 
to tell a man jealous of his equality, that the elector has the 
same franchise who votes for three members as he who votes 
for ten. 1819 Macxintosu Parl. Suffrage Wks. 1846 III. 
215 The reasons which make it important to liberty, that the 
elective franchise should be exercised by large bodies of the 
lower classes. 1827 Hattam Const. Hist. (1876) III. xiii. 
36 New boroughs. .acquired the franchise of election, 1845 
MeCutrocu 7'axation 1, ii, (1852) 66 The occupiers of 102. 
houses have been intrusted with the elective franchise. 1869 
Raw.inson Azc. Hist, 128 Citizens in a certain sense, but 
without franchise. j 

b. In recent use: One of the various principles 
of qualification by which the bestowal of the elec- 
tive franchise may be regulated. Fancy franchise: 
see Fancy C. 

1884 GLapsTONE in Daily News 29 Feb. 2/4 We propose 
to establish a new franchise, which I should call—till a 
better phrase be discovered—the service franchise. 

IT. As an attribute of character or action. 

+7. Nobility of mind; liberality, generosity, 
magnanimity. Ods. 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 750 3if I for-loyne as a fol by 
fraunchyse may serue. c1386 CuHaucer Frankl. T. 796 A 
gayns franchise and alle gentillesse. — Merch. T. 743 
Heer may ye see, how excellent fraunchise In womman is 
whan thay narow hem avyse. c1450 Jferlin 280 And ther- 
fore remembre vs of pitee and of youre grete fraunchise. 
c 1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aymon xi. 283 Telle Reynawde.. 
that he take no hede to my trespase & evyll dede, but to 
his fraunchyse. 1658 J. Cotes Cleopatra 161 It might be 
remedied by an action of generosity and franchise. 

+ 8. Freedom or licence of speech or manners. 

1567 Drant Horace’s Epist. u. i. Gv, And lo by such 
like wayes Came firste the fraunchyse Fessentine. 

+ Franchise, v. Ods. Forms: 4 fraunchise, 
5 fraunch(a)yse, fraunches, 6- franchise. [a. 
OF. franchiss-, lengthened stem of franchir, f. franc 
free: see FRANK @.%] ¢rans, To make or set free ; 
to invest with a franchise or privilege; = ENFRAN- 
CHISE v. Const. from, of. 

1390 GowER Cov. I. 269 Thus stonden all men fraunchised. 
1393 Lancet. P. Pl. C. iv. 114 Hit ys no3t semly .. pat 
vsurers.. Be fraunchised fora free man. c¢1430 Lypc. Min. 
Poems (1840) 3 From other dayes that day whas so de- 
vyded, And fraunchesid from mystes and from reyne. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 325 b/2 The kyng .. fraunchysed al 
England of the trybute. 1494 Fasyan Chvon. vi. clxxi. 165 
He .. fraunchaysed that towne with many great lyberties. 
1548 UpALL, etc. Erasw. Par. Acts xxii. 28 BeforeI could 
be franchisid & made acitizen. 1562 Lricu Avmovrie (1597) 
74b, Though all the towne were franchised, yet horses are 
not toll-free to this day. 1605 Suaxs. Mach, u1. i. 28, 1 .. 
still keepe my Bosome franchis’d. 1633 J. Done His?, 
Septuagint 24 The summe then of those were franchis’d, 
mounted unto 4oo Talents. 1773 J. Ross Fratricide 1. 
931 (MS.) Every Soul, when franchis'd from its dust, May 
quit this life with certain hope in thee. 1793 W. Roserts 
Looker-ont (1794) 11. 432 Franchised by nature. .he [Dryden] 
felt that he could adventure in poetry beyond any other 
writer of his age. 

Hence + Franchising v7. 5d. 

1574 tr. Littleton’s Tenures 43a, If the Lorde make to 
him [his villaine] a lease of landes. .thys is no fraunchisinge. 
1644 Evetyn Jem, (1857) I, 82 Claudius’ speech. .concern- 
ing the franchising of the town. 

Franchised (frantfizd, -tfaizd), pd/. a. [f. 
FRANCHISE sd. and v. +-ED.] 








FRANCO-. 


+1. Of a city, etc. : a. Possessing the right of 
sanctuary. b. Invested with municipal or political 


privileges. Ods. ¢ 

a. 1503-4 Act 19 Hen. VII, c. 36 Preamb., Sir Edward 
kepith hym in such hidelles and other places fraunchesed. 
1546 Lanctey Pol, Verg. De Invent. 1. viil. 74 b, Moses 
. did institute thre franchised tounes. , 

b. 1451 Paston Lett. (1872) I. 194 It was a fraunchised 
town and within the Duchye. 1538 LELAND /¢im. (1711) V. 43 
There hath beene a Franchisid ‘Toune, now clene decayith. 
1641 Termes de la Ley 215 Seised of lands in Gavelkind, 
as in Kent, and in other places franchised. x 

2. Of persons: Made ‘free’ of a body politic. 

1520 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 26 Eny Fraun- 
chesid man sworn unto the fraunches. 1558 Reg. Gild 
Corpus Chr. Vork (1872) 220 note, The mayour’s kid-cot, 
where unto franchised men are used to be commytted for 
their offens. 1841 W. Spatpinc Jtaly § Jt. Isl. Il. 116 
The community, composed of all the franchised citizens. 

+3. Made free, enfranchised. Ods. 

1650 Eart Monmoutu tr. Sezault’s Man become Guilty 
257 The one was but a franchised slave, and the other a 
common Player. 1753 L. M. tr. Du Boscg’s Accomplish'd 
Wowtan II, 114 Anicetus. [Mote] His [Nero’s] franchis’d 
slave. 

+ Fra‘nchisement. Ods. [a. OF. franchise- 
ment, franchissement, f. franchtr : see FRANCHISE 
v.| The action of setting free or investing with a 
franchise; the state or fact of being enfranchised ; 


= ENFRANCHISEMENT. 

1562 Leicn Avmorie (1597) 74b, The franchisement [of 
Couentrie] was graunted to her vpon condition, that shee 
should ride naked through the same Citie. 1596 SPENSER 
F. Q. v. xi. 36 Artegall..went..to worke Irenaes franchise- 
ment. c1611 CHapMAN //iad v. 375 He could scarce enjoy 
The benefit of franchisement, 1809 Krnpati 7vav. I. vi. 
49 Till..the..superior court shall see cause to restore him 
to his franchisement or freedom again. 

b. A privilege. 

1779 St. Papfersin Ann. Reg. 416/1 His Christian Majesty, 
in making reprisals, would also limit the franchisements of 
the ships of this state. 

Fra‘nchiser. ovce-wd. [f. FRANCHISE sd, + 
-ER 1] One possessed of the (elective) franchise. 

1843 CARLYLE Past & Pr. ul. xiii. (1872) 187 O free and 
independent Franchiser. 

Franc hoode: see FRENCH Hoop. 

Francic (fre nsik), a ? Os. fad. med.L. 
Francic-us, f. Francus FRANK sb.1] = FRANKISH. 

1698 Phil. Trans. XX. 445 Books written in the Samaritan 
..Francic..and Islandic. 1782 Burney 7st. Music (1789) 
IL. iv. 261 Lai (lay) seems a word purely Francic and Saxon. 
1831 Hor. QO. Rev. VII. 379 He asserts that the language 
which the Saxons introduced into England must have been 
Francic. 1833 G. S. Faser Recapit. Apostasy 37 The short- 
lived Francic Emperorship. 

Francisc (fransi‘sk). Also francesque, -isque. 
[ad. med.L. francisca, or its adopted form in Fr.] 
A battle-axe varying in form, used by the Franks. 

180r A. Ranken Hist, France 1. 21 One soldier. .raising 
his francesque or battle-axe, struck the vessel. 1864 Kincs- 
Ley Row. & Teut. vi. (1875)141 Franks came down..with.. 
heavy short-handled double-edged francisc. 

Franciscan (fransi‘skan), a. and sd. [f. med. 
L. Francisc-us Francis + -AN.] 

A. adj. Of or belonging to the order of St. 
Francis; pertaining to the Franciscans. 

[1577 Frampton Yoy/ul News 1. (1596) 26 A Passenger .. 
did aduertise mee that a Frauncis Frier, etc.] 1592 SHAks. 
Rom. & Ful. v. ii. x Holy Franciscan Frier, Brother, ho? 
1667 Mitton P. L. 11. 480 They who .. Dying put on the 
weeds of Dominic, Or in Franciscan think to pass disguised. 
1865 Pusry Truth Eng. Ch. 36 The long Franciscan con- 
troversy about poverty. 

B. sb. A friar of the order founded by St. Francis 
of Assisi in 1209. 

1599 SAanpys Lurope Spec. (1632) 67 The Franciscans..in 
the time of Sixtus Quintus .. are sayd to have beene found 
by survey to be xxx. thousand. x67 Prior Ox/ordsh. 216 
This Learned Franciscan did so far excel the ancient 
Magicians. 3856 R. A. VaucHan JZystics (1860) I. 143 
Enthusiastic Franciscans who think the end of the world 
at hand. 

Hence Franci‘scanism, the system and practice 
of St. Francis and the Franciscans. 

1855 Mitman Lat. Chr, IV. 275 The first patron of Fran- 
ciscanism, Gregory IX. 

Francize (fra‘nssiz), v. In 7francise. [ad. 
F. franciser, f. frang-ats French.] trans. To make 
French. Hence Franciza‘tion [in F. francisation], 
the action of making French or inyesting with 
French nationality, the status thus conferred. 

a1661 Futter Worthies 1. (1662) 26 He was an English- 
man Francised. 1888 7zmes 20 Nov. 5/1 Francisation shall 
not be too readily accorded. 1888 Daily Tel. 21 Nov. 5/2 
Why then do Arab boats. . receive francisation ? 


Franco-(fre'yko), originally med. L., combining 


form of /vanc-z the Franks or French; chiefly in 


combs. signifying ‘Frank or French and .. as 


Lfrranco-American, -Gallican, -Gauls, -German, 
-negroid, -Prussian, -Roman. Cf, ANGLO- 2. 
1711 Lp. Moreswortu tr. Hotman’s Franco-Gallia (1721) 
12 These were Franks, not Gauls, or rather Franco-gauls. 
ibid. 28 A true History of Francogallican Affairs. 1827 G, 
S. Faser Sacred Cal. Prophecy (1844) 11. 182 The Franco- 
Roman Emperor. 1861 J. G. Suepparp Mall Rome xiii. 
740 The Franco-Gallican Church .. would seem to have 
almost entirely lost the character ofa religious institution. 
1883 Harper's Mag. Feb. 478/1 The Franco- American 
Claims’ Committee decided in favour of the claim, 1885 


FRANCOLIN, 


Lapy Brassry The Trades 285 Hayti, the Franco-negroid 
portion of San Domingo. 

Francolin (frenkdlin).  [a. Fr. francolin, ad. 
It. francolino.| A bird of the genus Francolinus 
(sub-family Perdicine or Partridges), somewhat 
resembling a pheasant. Also francolin partridge. 

(1594 Carew tr. Huarte’s Exam. Wits 304 Partridges 
and Francolini haue a like substance.] 1653 Urqunart 
Rabelais 1. xxxvii, Plovers, francolins, briganders. 1696 
tr. Du Mont's Voy. Levant 68 Cooks usually stick one 
of the Feathers of the Wings into the Body of a Francolin. 
1808 A. Parsons Trav. i. 4 Hares are plenty ..and the 
francolin (heathcock) from October to June. 1872 BAKER 
Nile Tribut. xiii. 227 The trees formed a shelter for the 
black francolin partridge. 1880 P. GittmorE On Duty 380 
That splendid bird here denominated a pheasant (but pro- 
perly speaking a francolin). 

Francolite (freenkélait). Miz. [f. Hranco (see 
below) + -LITE.] A variety of apatite found at 
Wheal Franco in Devonshire in stalactitic masses. 

1850 Philos. Mag. Ser. m1. XXXVI. 311 Francolite. 

Francophil(e (frenkéfil), a and sd. [f. 
FRANoo- + Gr. pidos friend. A newspaper word. } 

A. adj. Characterized by excessive friendliness 
to the French. B. sd. One who is so affected. 

1889 Pall Mail G. to Jan. 6/2 The Francophil tendencies 
ofthe English Court. 1891 Blackw. Mag. Oct. 478 Franco- 
phobes and Francophiles. 1891 Tis 15 Aug. 5/3 His 
admiring Francophile countrymen. 1893 Rev. Current 
Hist. (U.S.) III. 253 Attributed..to Francophile and Pan- 
slavist influences in St. Petersburg. 

Francophobe (freenkdfoub), a. and sd. [f. 
FRraAnco- + Gr. pdBos fear: see -PHOBE.] 

A. adj, Affected with a morbid fear of the French. 
B. sd. One who is so affected. 

1891 Z7es 15 Aug. 5/3 In conclusion, observes this .. 
Francophobe critic. 1891 Blackw. Mag. [see FRANcoPHILE]. 

|| Franc-tireur (frantzror). [Fr.; f. franc free 
(see FRANK @.) + teveur shooter, f. ¢zrer to shoot.] 
One of a corps of light infantry, originating in the 
wars of the French Revolution, and having an 
organization distinct from that of the regular army. 

1870 Daily News 3 Oct., All the volunteers, whether 
called Francs-tireurs or National Guards .. will .. be em- 
bodied in one regular army. 

Frangent (frendzént), a. 
em, pr. pple. of frangére to break.] Causing frac- 
tures. (WEBSTER 1864 cites H. WALPOLE.) 

Frangibility (frendzibi'liti), [ad. F. fran- 
gibilité, t. frangible: see next and -1ry.] The 
quality of being frangible or breakable. 

1783 Fox Sf. E. India Bills 1 Dec. Sf. (1815) II. 240 He 
allows the frangibility of charters, when absolute occasion 
requires it, 1816 P. CLeaveLanp Mineralogy 55 Frangi- 
bitzty..This property can be described only in general terms; 
or by comparing one mineral with another in this respect. 
a1835 J. MacCuttocu Proofs Attrib. God (1837) IL. 454 
Steel..will maintain nearly the same tenacity or strength 
- under a frangibility which yields to the slightest impulse, 

Frangible (freendzib’l), a. [a. OF. frangible, 
as if ad. L. *frangibel-ts, f. frangére to break.]} 
Capable of being broken, breakable. 

_ ©1440 Songs § Carols (Percy Soc.) 65 An adamant stone, 
it is not frangebyll With no thyng but with mylke of a gett. 
c1485 Digby Myst. (1882) m1. 320 The frangabyll tyn, to 
Tubyter, yf 3e can dyscus. 1598 Barret 7heor. Warresv. 
ii. 129 If of hard stone, or of soft, frangible, and easie. 1647 
Jer. Taytor L726, Proph. vi, 121 The Councell is blasphem- 
ous in saying that Christs glorified body is passible and 
frangible by naturall manducation. 1659 D. Pett Jmpr, 
Sea 383 Your ships... are but made up of .. frangible 
materials. 1796 Kirwan Elem. Min, (ed. 2) I. 223 Hard- 
ness from 7 to 9, difficultly frangible. 1865 Cornu. Mae. 
Sept. 259 Whenever. .the housemaid [had] broken any little 
frangible article. 1883 Harfer’s Mag. Jan. 192/2 The least 
frangible rays predominate. 

b. as sd. in fl. Things breakable. zovce-u5¢. 

1824 Mirror III. 19/2 Strut around your room ,, to the 
manifest terror of all frangibles in your reach, 

Hence Fra‘ngibleness. 

1676 H. More Remarks too The lightness and frangible- 
ness of Glass. 7 fs 

Frangipane (fre‘ndzipein). [a. F. frangipane, 
said to be from /rangzpanz, the name of the in- 
ventor.] sii 

1. A perfume prepared from, or imitating the 
odour of, the flower of the red jasmine. 

1676 Suapwe.t Virtvoso ut. H 4a, I have choice of good 
Gloves, Amber, Orangery, Genoa Romane, Frangipand [svc]. 
1727-41 CHambers Cycl., Frangipane, an exquisite kind of 
perfume. 1858 SIMMONDS Dict. Trade, Frangipane. 

2. The red jasmine tree (Plumiera rubra), from 
the flower of which the perfume is prepared. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Frangipane, Plhamiera rubra, 

3. In various applications: see quots. 

1844 Hostyn Med. Dict., Frangipan, an extract of milk, 
for preparing artificial milk, made by evaporating skimmed 
milk to dryness, mixed with almonds and sugar. 1858 Sim- 
monps Dict. Trade, Franchipane, Frangipane, a kind of 
pastry, a cake of cream, almonds, spice, &c. 

attrib, 1892 Garret? Lncycl. Cookery, Frangipane Flawn 
.. Frangipane paste. 1895 JUSSERAND ng. Ess. 98 Lafleur, 
whom he often asked to make frangipane tarts. 

Frangipa(n)ni (frendzipzni,-pani). =prec.1. 

1864 in WEBSTER. ve 

Frangulin (freengis/lin). Chem. [f. the mod. 
Lat. name of the tree (Rhamnus) Frangul-a + -IN.] 
(See quot.) Hence Frangu‘lic (acid) a. 





[ad. L. frangent- - 
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1864 Watts Dict. Chem. 11.706 Frangulin .. a yellow 
crystallisable colouring matter, contained in the bark of the 
berry-bearing alder. 1872 Jd. Suppl. 623 Frangulic acid. 

+ Fra‘nion. Os. Also 6 fronion, frannian. 
[Of obscure origin. 

Cf. OF. fraignant, pr. pple. of fraindre to break; _/raig- 
neis uproar. ‘The usual explanation that the word is a cor- 
ruption of Fatneant hardly suits the sense.] 

A gay reckless fellow; a gallant, paramour. By 
Spenser applied also to a loose woman. 

1571 Epwarves Damon § Pith. in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 60 
But, my franion, I tell you this one thing. 1587 TurBeEr- 
viLE Lpitaphs §& Sonn. (1837) 319 Whereby to set their 
fronions harts on fire. 1589 Rare Triumphs Love § For- 
tune ut. i. in Hazl, Dedsley VI. 179, 1 am a gentleman, a 
courtier, and a merry frank franion, 1596 SrENsER /. Q. 
V. lil. 22 This ladie .. Is not .. Florimell .. But some fayre 
franion, fit forsuch a fere. 1600 Heywoop 1st Pt. Edw. IV, 
Wks. 1874 I. 44 He’s a frank franion..and loues a wench 
well. 1810 Lams Poems, Going or Gone, Fine merry fran- 
ions, Wanton companions. 

Frank (freenk),5d.!anda@.1 Forms: 1 Franca, 
Fronea, 3 Franke, 4-7 Fran(c)k(e, (8 Franc), 
y- Frank. [ad. L. -ranc-us, F. Franc; a name 
of Teut. origin, repr. OHG. Aranko=OF. Franca 
:—prehistoric */vankon-. 

It is usually believed that the Franks were named from 
their national weapon, OE. franca (:— * frankon-) javelin; 
cf. Saxon (Sahson-), thought to be from *sahso- (OE. seax) 
knife. The notion that the ethnic name is derived from the 
adj. meaning ‘free’ (see Frank a@.?) was already current in 
the roth century ; but the real relation between the words 
seems to be the reverse of this.] 

A. sb. 

1, A person belonging to the Germanic nation, 
or coalition of nations, that conquered Gaul in the 
6th century, and from whom the country received 
the name of France. 

Beowulf 1210 (Gr.) In Francna fedm. c¢x205 Lay. 3715 
Cordoille be wes Francene quene. ax1300 Cursor M. 
21081 To be franckis prechid he. 1776 Gipson Dec. § F. 
I. x. 259 These Germans. . maintained the honourable epithet 
of Franks or Freemen. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St. Pierre's 
Stud. Nat. (1799) II. 457 A family of slaves under the 
Romans risen to Nobility under the Francs. 1844 Lp. 
BrovcHam S7vit. Const. iii. (1862) 40 The Franks, who 
founded the French Monarchy. : 

2. A name given by the nations bordering on the 
Levant to an individual of Western nationality. Cf. 
FERINGHEE, 

1687 tr. De Thevenot’s Trav. i. 1. xi. 51 They presently 
blazed it abroad that I wasa Franck. a@1734 Nortu Lives 
II. 456 All European nations that live among them. .are 
called Franks, 1808 A. Parsons 7rav, iii. 62 Foreign mer- 
chants called franks. 1886 Pal? Mail G. 10 July 4/1 The 
Greeks .. calling their Roman brethren ‘ unbaptized dogs’ 
and Franks, phat 

+3. With ellipsis of ‘language’. 
Jranca or mixed language. Obs.-} 

1681 Nevite Plato Rediv. 13 In Germany or Holland .. 
most of the Hosts speak a certain Franck, compounded of 
Dutch, Latin, and Italian, 

+B. aj. Belonging to, characteristic of, or cus- 
tomary among the Western nations of Europe. Odés. 

1632 Lirucow 7rav. vi. 245 Beating him most cruelly, 
and all the rest of the Francke Pilgrimes. 1688 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 2336/5 Iwo Led Horses, richly furnished, one after the 
Franke, and the other after the Turkish Fashion. 

+ Frank, s/.2 Obs. Forms: 4 frawnke, 6-7 
franke, 7 franck, 5- frank. [a. OF. franc in 
same sense. ] 

1. An enclosure, esp. a place to feed hogs in; a 
sty. Also, the process of fattening animals, 

?a1400 Morte Arth, 3248 Alle froytez foddenid was pat 
floreschede in erthe, ffaire frithed in frawnke appone tha free 
bowes. ¢1440 Promp. Parv. 177/1 Frank, kepynge of 
fowlys to make fatte, saginayium. 1562 BuLLEYN Def. 
agst. Sickness 67 The fatte Oxe, or vglie brauned Bore. .can 
not come out from their frankes or staules. 1621 SANDER- 
son Serv. I. 194 Like boars in a franck, pining themselves 
into lard. 1736 Battery Househ. Dict. 115 The Frank should 
be in form something like a dog kennel, a little longer than 
the boar. 1823 Craps Technol, Dict., Frank, a place to feed 
boars in. And in mod. Dicts. 

Jig. 15363 Brecon Compar. Lord’s Supper & Pope's Mass 
Wks. III. 110, I may speake nothyng of that most fatte 
francke of Whoremongers, Adulterers..and suche other 
idle beastes, : 

2. Comb.: frank-fed a., fed in a frank; fatted. 

sso Bate /age Both Ch. xiv. Hijb, The frank fed 
porkelynges of that gredy gulf. 160z Hottanp Pliny II. 480 
‘These guests of his fared so highly, that a man would haue 
said they had bin franke-fed. ; . 

Hence }+Pranky a. nonce-wd., looking as if 
frank-fed ; ‘stalled’. 

1583 STANYHURST 4? e7s u1. (Arb.) 77 We view'd grasing 
heards of bigge franckye fat oxen. 

+ Frank, 50.3 Obs. rare. [? Short for FRanK- 
INCENSE ; cf. FRANCE. ] 


14.. Epiph.in Tundale's Vis. 110 Franke, 1g02 ARNOLDE 
Chron. (1811) 234 Spycery..Frankke. 


+ Frank, 53.4 Ods. 
FRANK v.] A name given to the plant Spurry, 
from its fattening properties; also frank spurry. 

1578 Lyre Dodoens 1. xxxviii. 56 This herbe [Spurry] is 
called in Englishe Francke, bicause of the property it hath 
to fat cattell. 1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 562 Both the 
Dutch and we in England call it Spurry or Franck Spurry, 
for the causes aforesaid, but I do a little more explaine the 
names, in calling it Francking Spurrewort. 1659 Torriano, 


A lingua 











Also 6-7 fran(c)k(e. [f. 


FRANK. 
Spergola, the hearb Frank, Surrie, or Spurrie : it is good to 


fatten cattle. 
Frank (freeyk), 53.5 [f. Frank v.?] 


1. The superscribed signature of a person, e,g. a 
member of Parliament, entitled to send letters post 
free. 

1713 ‘Puitopatrius’ Ref. Sacheverell’s Thanksgiv.- 
Day 4 The Franks are now become a Monopoly to one Side, 
1776 ‘Twiss Tour in Ireland 37 The third custom is that of 
forging franks, 1812 Scorr Let. to Crabbe in Lockhart 
Life xxv, 1 must,.send this scrawl into town to get a frank 
.. it is not worthy of postage. 1852 Raine Mem. Surtees 

2 note, ‘The want of a frank for a letter. .frequently afforded 

im an errand. 

Comb, 1859 SALA Gas-light § D.y.62 There were regular 
frank-hunters—men who could nose a member who had not 
yet given all his franks away. ; 

2. A letter or envelope bearing such a super- 
scription. 

1755 Wes.tey Wks. (1872) XII. 182 Mr. Perronet sends 
them down to mein franks, 1781 Cowper Wks. (1837) XV. 
63, I did it to savea frank. 1806 Scorr Fam, Lett. 16 Dec. 
(1894) I. 62, I cannot employ time or a frank better than by 
inquiring whether you have got rid of the unlucky typhus. 
1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xvi,'To send the manuscript in 
a frank to the local paper. 1878 Symonps Shelley 26 
Shelley. .would stop to fix his father’s franks upon convenient 
trees and shoot at them. 

3. fig. Mark of approval; ‘stamp’. vare. 

1876 World V. No. 108. 11 Impecuniosity has had the frank 
of Fashion. 

Frank: (freyk), 5b.6 dial. [app. a rendering of 
the sound made by the bird; see quots.] A heron. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Wads., Frank, the large slow-flying, 
fish-eating, heron .. Our name is probably derived from its 
monotone—which is supposed to be like fra aank. [1829 
Cot. Hawker Diary (1893) II. 4 All the flesh and feathers 
I could see..were ‘ old Francis’ (a heron) and ‘ the parson’ 
(a cormorant), 1870 Atheneum 10 Sept. 332 When danger 
is apparent, the Heron rises with his peculiar cry of ‘frank !’] 

Frank, a.!: see after FRANK 50.1 

Frank (freyk),@.2 Forms: 4franc, 5-6franke, 
6-7 franck(e, (6 francque), 5- frank. [a. OF. 
Jranc (=Pr. franc, Sp., Pg., It. franco) :—med.Lat. 
Jrancus free ; originally identical with the ethnic 
name /vancus (see FRANK sb,1), which acquired the 
sense of ‘free’ because in Frankish Gaul full freedom 
was possessed only by those belonging to, or adopted 
into, the dominant people. 

Cf, the use of the originally ethnic name Stave, and of OE. 
wealh, orig. ‘ Welshman’, to denote a person of servile con- 
dition.] 

1. =F R&x in various applications of the word ; 
often frank and free. +a. Free in condition; not 
in serfdom or slavery. Ods. 

The meaning of the first quot. is doubtful : perh.=2. 

c1300 Maximian 159 (Digby MS.) in Anglia III. 280 
Of herte ich was wel li3t..And franc mon of honde, @ 1470 
‘Tietort Czsar (1530) 13 He was frank & free borne ina free 
cytye. 1574 tr, Lzttleton’s Tenures 40 a, The pleyntyfe say- 
ethe that hee is franke and of free estate and noe vylleyne. 

+b. Free to come and go; released from capti- 
vity, Also frank and quzt; cf. Fr. franc et quitte 
(Commines), Anglo-L. /zber et gudetus. Obs. 

1475 Bk. Noblesse 66 He shulde .. deliver out of prison a 
gret nombre of yong men of werre of Cartage .. and he 
shulde goo frank and quite. a@1533 Lp. Berners Avon 
xliii. 143 He and all his company shall deperte franke and 
free at there pleasure. 1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 25 
All the Jewes that..have been taken..shall be sent francke 
and free, 7 4 

+¢. Free from restraint or impediment ; unre- 
stricted, unchecked. Const. of Of a wind: Steady 
(cf. Fr. vent franc). Obs. 


1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 41 He .. was all free and 
franke of allehis enemyes. 1531-2 Act 23 Hen. VI//,c. 18 
Many shippes .. haue .. had their franke passages without 
let impedimente or interruption. 1538 StarKEyY Zxgland 
I. ii, 53 Euery one of them. .are desyrouse of frank lyberty. 
1559 in Strype Aun. Ref I. App. viii. 22 When franke 
election first beganne. 1570 B. Goocr Pop. Kingd. 1. i. 46 
If any happen to mislike, that they may francke and free 
appeale unto the Court of Rome. 1579 FENTON Guicciard. 
1. (1599) 30 He offered him. .franke power to dispose of him 
and his armie. 1624 Worron Archit. in Relig. (1672) 35 
A frank light can mis-become no Atdifice whatsoever. 1628 
F, Firetcuer World Encomp. 45 Being glad..to fall asterne 
againe, with francke winde [etc.]. 

+d. Free from obligation in respect of payments 
or other conditions ; free of charge; unconditional. 
frank traffic =¥REE TRADE. Obs. 

1525 Lp. Brrners Fvo/ss. II. cexxii. [ccxviii.] 685 Desyre 
..that ye may be franke and fre fro all subsydies, 1534 
More 7yveat. Passion Wks. 1286/2 Landes .. franke and 
free simpliciter and wythout anye condicion. 1581 J. BELL 
Haddon's Answ, Osor. 391 b, Let Pardons be as francke 
and free as they would seeme to be for me. 1591 SPENSER 
M. Hubberd 531 Thou hast it wonne, for it is of franke gift. 
1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 210 A faire free and franke of al 
custome. 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 517 The remission of 
our sins is the frank forgiving of our debts. 1660 F, BRooKE 
tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 405 All nations .. went thither by 
reason of franck Traffick. 1727 Popr, etc. Art of Sinking 
122 The court of aldermen. .shall all have their places frank. 

+e. Free from anxiety, unburdened. Ods. 

¢1477 Caxton ¥ason 104 The goode shipman began to 
rowe with a franck corage. 1558 Bp. Watson Sev. Sacrant. 
xxvi, 168 With a franke harte and a good wyll. 

2. Liberal, bounteous, generous, lavish, esf. in 
dealing with money. Const tof. + Frank house 


=‘ open house’, 


FRANK. 


1484 Caxton Chivalry 92 Chyualrye and Fraunchyse 
accorden to gyder..the knyght must be free and franke. 
1582 N. LicneriEtp tr. Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. iv. 13 
Through whose. .franke distribution of that he had, many of 
our men were recouerd. 1587 FLEMING Contn. Holinshed 
III. 1299/1 My lord Norths..was no whit behind anie of the 
best for a franke house. 1588 Marfred. Epist. (Arb.) 39, I 
would wish you not to be so francke with your bribes. 
1608-11 Br, Hart Medit. § Vows iii. § 32 The world, like a 
frank Chapman, sayes, All these will I give thee. a 1639 
Worron in Gutch Col?. Cur. I. 217 They have always been 
frank of their blessings to countenance any great action. 
1672 DrypEn Marr. d-la-Mode Ded., You are endued with 
that excellent Quality of a frank Nature, to forget the good 
which you have done. 1676 ETHEREDGE Max of Mode v. 
i, Lose it all like a frank gamester on the square, 185r 
CartyLe Sterling 11. vi. (1872) 219 He..set about improve- 
ments..on a frank scale. 1856 FroupE Hist. Lng. (1858) 
I. i. 43 In such frank style the people lived. 

+b. in bad sense (of a woman). 

1735 Pore Zp. Lady 71 Chaste to her Husband, frank to 
all beside. 

e. Ofahorse: Frank to the road=F REE a. 20 c. 

1816 Scott Axtig. xl, ‘ He’s very frank to the road.’ 

3. a. Not practising concealment; ingenuous, 


open, sincere. Of feelings: Undisguised. 

1555 W. WatreMAN /ardle Hacions App. 321 The bonde- 
man..lacketh the francque noblenes of minde. 1604 SHaxs, 
O?A, 1. iii. 38 Bearing with frank appearance Their purposes 
toward Cyprus. 1656 W. Montacue Accompl. Wom. 11 
ot and lively humours are readier and franker; but then 
the Melancholy are the discreeter. 1741 RICHARDSON 
Pamela (1824) I. 146 We dined together in a most .. frank 
manner. 1797 Mrs. Rapciirre /talian i, Frank in his 
temper, ingenuous in his sentiments. 1815 ELPHINSTONE 
Acc. Caubul (1842) I. 323 The manners of the Afghauns are 
frank and open. 1847-8 H. Miter First [apr v. (1857) 63 
The English are by much a franker people than the Scotch. 
1873 Biack Pr. Thule vi. 93 A look of frank gratitude in 

er eyes, 

b. With reference to speech: Candid, outspoken, 


unreserved, 

1548 UDALL, etc. Erasm. Par. Matt. xi. 10 Whome he 
folowed also in franke reprouing of kinges. 1599 SHaks, 
Hen. V, I. ii. 244 With franke and with vncurbed plain- 
nesse, Tell vs Dolphins minde. 1660 Ormonp Lez. to Cow- 
ley in Acadenty (1893) 7 Oct. 296/2 An ingenuous and frank 
recantation. 1790 Burke #y. Rev. Wks. V. 251 In their con- 
versation frank and open. 1828 CarLyLE J/7sc. (1857) I. 
131 How frank and downright in speech. 1849 THACKERAY 
Pendennis xvi, The honest frank boy just returned from 
school. 1870 Mrs. RipDELL Austin Friars ii, You may as 
well be frank with me. 

e. Avowed, undisguised ; downright. 

1752 Warsurton Wes, 1811 IX. vi. 135 The Founders of 
empires and false religions.. were frank Enthusiasts. 1849 
Ruskin Sev. Lamps iv. § 2.95 Farther than this man’s 
invention could not reach without frank imitation. 1877 
Daily News 27 Dec. 6/2 What may be effected by frank 
force remains to be seen, 18.. Med, News L. 306 (Cent.) 
Although there frank peritonitis coexisted. 


+4. Of plants, trees, etc. : Of superior quality 
for the purpose to which they are applied ; pro- 
ducing good and abundant fruit, or the like. Often 
applied to cultivated as opposed to wild plants. 
Of drugs, etc.: Of high quality, valuable. Cf. 


FRANKINCENSE. Obs. 

1486 Bk, St. Albans C ij b, Take powder of Canell and the 
Juce of franke cost. 1572 Mascari Plant. § Graff. (1592) 
52 Take your Cions ofa Peach tree..and graffe them vpon 
a frank Mulberie tree. 1574 HyLt Planting 85 All sortes 
of franke trees .. may be graft with graffes. 1578 LyTr 
Dodoens u. \xxvii. 250 There be two sortes of Sage, the one 
is small and franke, and the other is great. Jd7d. v1. Ixvii. 
743 The seconde kind of Withy called the Franke Ozier hath 
no great stemme. 1601 HoLtanp Pliny I. 369 The greatest 
price of the garden frank-Myrrh, or that which is set by 
mans hand is 22 deniers. 1647-8 CorrERELL Dawvila’s 
Hist, Fr. (1678) 40 Applied all manner of frank remedies. 

+ 5. Luxuriant in growth, lusty, vigorous. Ods. 

1550 Bate Jmage Both Ch. ix. Liv, When they were ones 
franke & fatt, they stode vp together proudely againste the 
Lorde. Jéid. Kj, I behelde in a visyon the horses, franke, 
fatte, and fearce. 1555 W. WaTREMAN Fardle Pacions i. i. 
24 The graciousnes of the earth was also abated, and the 
francke fertilitie therof..withdrawen. 1591 SPENSER JZ7720- 
potmos 148 Over the fields, in his franke lustinesse, And all 
the champain o’re he soared light. 1626 Bacon Sylva §540 
The Sap is not so frank as to rise all to the Boughs. 

6. Comb., chiefly parasynthetic, as + frank-dorn, 
faced, + -handed, -hearted (whence frank-hearted- 
ness) adjs; +franklike adv. « 

1600 Hottanp Livy xiv. xxiv. (1609) 1217 All of us in 
Rhodes *franke-borne and of free condition. 1873 A. Dosson 
Vignettes in Rhyme, Sundial xii, Blue-eyed, *frank-faced, 
with clear and open brow. ?a@1626 Breton Mad World 
(Grosart) 8 A wench as *franck-handed, as free-hearted, and 
as liberall for love. 1644 Butwer Chzrol. 62 Of a bountifull 
disposition and franke-handed. a 1600 Hooker Serm. Hab, 
ii. 4 Wks. 1888 III. 604 That *frank-hearted wastefulness 
spoken of in the gospel. 1813 Scorr 77rzerm. 1. xi, The 
frank-hearted Monarch, 1571 GoLpinc Calvin on Ps. Ixviii. 
ro Signifieth an unconstreyned willingnesse, or a meere 
*frankhartednesse. 1587 Turperv. 7'rag. T. (1837) 89 She 
made a large behest, 6 gold that she would *franklike 
give. 


+ Frank, v.! Ods. [f. Frank 6.2] 

1. ¢vans. To shut up and feed (z) in a frank. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 177/1 Frankyd, saginatus. 1853 
Even Treat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 29 They .. francke them 
vntyll they be very fat. 1586 WitHAts Dict. (1568) 38 a/2 
Altitia, all things franked to be made fatte. 1600 HoLLanp 
Livy vi. xvii. (1609) 228 The Commons doe feed and franke 
up, even for the shambles and butchers knife the fautors and 
maintainers of their weale and libertie, 
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2. To feed high; to cram. Also with 2. 

1583 SranyuHuRsT 7 ne7s 1. (Arb.) 24 Theyre panch with 
venison they franck. x60r HoLtanp Pliny I. 539 They .. 
franke them vp like fat ware, with good corn-meale. 1633 
T. Avams £f. 2 Peter ii. 22 When they are saginated and 
franked, their turn comes to bleed. 

Jig. 1555 Apr. Parker Ps. Ixiii. 175 Lo thus my soule 
full frankt shall bee. 1606 J. CArrPENTER Solomon's Solace 
i. 5 Israel .. franked and pampered with prosperitie. 1633 
Forp Bxokex H. 1. ii, One that franks his lust In swine- 
security of bestial incest. 

b. intr. for vefl. To feed greedily. 

1586 Warner Ad. Eng, (1602) 102 That frankes and feedeth 
daintily, this pines and fareth ill. 

Hence + Franked #/. a., fattened in a frank or 
pen. + Fra‘nking v0. sd. 

c1440 Promp. Parv.177/1 Frankynge, saginacio. 1466 
Paston Lett. No. 549 II. 268, xxvii. frankyd gees, vis. vilid. 
1574 HeLtowrs Gueuara’s Fam. Ep. 98 Vhey set before her 
..franked Fesant. 1611 Coter., Exgrais de volaille, the 
franking or fattening of fowle. 1675 Hossrs Odyssey xvi. 
171 Fat goats enough they sacrifice, And franked Swine. 

Frank (freeyk), v.2 [f. FRan« a.2, see sense 1 d.] 

l. trans. To superscribe (a letter, etc.) with a 
signature, so as to ensure its being sent without 
charge; to send or cause to be sent free of charge. 


Obs. exc. Hist. 

1708 Hearne Collect. 14 June, They’l be frank’t at ye 
Posthouse. 1748 Adv¢. in Swift's Wks. VIII. 297 It is de- 
sired their letters may be either franked, or the post paid. 
1764 J. Clayton in Darlington Mem. ¥. Bartram, etc. 
(1849) 411 Dr. Franklin would be kind enough to frank 
a small parcel of seeds from you to him. 1804 Med. Frnd. 
XII. 334 The post-masters-general have had the liberality 
to frank the correspondence of the Society. 1818 J. JEKYLL 
Corr. 7 Dec. (1894) 74 Brougham has just left me; and .. I 
made him frank this cover. a@ 1834 Wirt Lez. to Carr in 
J. P. Kennedy Zz/e (1860) II. xiv. 228 This is the last letter 
Ishall ever frank to you as Attorney-General. 1855, //7. Lond. 
News 21 July 70/x The stamp must be folded outside; and 
this will frank the paper throughout the United Kingdom 
for fifteen days. 1887 Spectator 29 Oct. 1441 He.. has 
franked masses of letters..with the President’s stamp. 

b. adsol. In quot. 1774=to obtain franks.) 

1774 Westm. Mag. 11. 600 The trading Cit, whose object 
was to frank. 1785 Truster Mod. Times III. 231 Many a 
day have I slipped off my coat, and franked away as for life. 

ec. fig. To facilitate the coming and going of (a 
person); to furnish with a social passport, secure 


entrée into society for. 

1801 Spirit. Pub. Frnts. IV. 25 A few yards of muslin, &c., 
and a gig on a Sunday, will frank you for the whole week. 
1840 Hraser’s Mag. XXI. 702 The premier .. franks him 
through England by introducing him to the royal presence. 
1864 Burton Scot Aédr, I. ii. 98 Even some of the best 
established and most respectable titles have difficulty in 
franking themselves through all parts of the country. 1887 
STEvENSON Mem. § Portraits i. 2 English. .will now frank 
the traveller through the most of North America. 

2. To pay the passage of (a person); to convey 


gratuitously. 

I Scott in Smiles Live ¥ AlZurray (1891) I. vii. 151 
I ete I shall get ce so will have sip generosity for 
nothing. 1851 THackEray Lett. 140, I suppose I could be 
franked through the kingdom from one grandee to another. 
1864 Burton Scot Aér. II1.ii. 190 He got an opportunity of 
being franked to Poland. — 

3. To secure exemption for; to exempt. Const. 


against, from. Cf. FRANK @.2 1. 

1876 Miss YoNGE Womankind xxix. 260 Most people being 
in all probability franked against all the common epidemics 
they have once had. 188x Samntspury in Academy 15 Jan. 
41 The abstract merits.,are almost franked from criticism. 


Hence Franked /f/. a., Fra‘nking v/. sb. and 
ppl. a. 


1727 BERKELEY Let. to Prior 27 Feb. Wks. 1871 IV. 141 
You must take care that no one packet .. exceed the limits 
of franking. 1748 Lapy M. W. Montacu Let. to Wortley 
M. 17 July, I begin to suspect my servants put the franking 
money in their pockets. 1758 J. Brake Plan Mar. Syst. 9 
The Pay-office shall transmit..a franked order for payment. 
1845 M‘Cuttocu Taxation i. vii. (1852) 321 Franked letters 
were in most instances addressed to those who could best 
afford to pay the expense of postage. 1869 W. M. Rossetti 
Mem. Shelley p. xxxiii, In his franking signature outside 
some of his son’s letters. 1880 Disrarii Exdym, xii, They 
had never paid postage. They were born and had always 
lived in the franking world. 

Frank, v.3 Build. (See quot.) 

1823 Nicnotson Pract. Builder 585 Franking, in sash- 
making, is the operation of cutting a small excavation on 
the side of a bar for the reception of the transverse bar, so 
that no more of the wood be cut away than may suffice to 
show a mitre when the two bars are joined together. 

Frankable (frenkab’l), a. [f. FRANK v.2 + 
-ABLE.] That may be franked. 

x81x SourHey Ze?t. (1856) II. 239 This is a MS. of a 
frankable size. 1894 Columbus Disp.(Ohio) 17 Oct. 7/3 The 
envelopes, not containing any frankable matter. 


Frank-almoign, -almoin. Zaw. [a. AF. 
Sraunke almoiene; see FRANK a.2 and ALmoien.] 


(See ALMOIGN 2.) 

+ Frank-arbitrian. 00s. rare. [f. F. franc 
arbitre free-will+-1an.] A free-willer. 

1633 W. StrutHer True Happines 19 This is the mother 
of the Frank-arbitrians pride. 

+ Frank bank, Zaw. Ods. Also 6 frank 
bench. [a. AF. franc banc,=med.L. francus 
bancus: see FRANK a.2, BANK 50.2] = FREE BENCH. 

(1419 Liber Albus 1. ii. (Rolls) 68 Quz habet francum ban- 
cum suum.] 1598 Kircuin Courts Leet (1675) 202 The 
Woman. .shall have all the Copyhold whereof the Husband 





FRANKISH. 


1605-6 Act 3 Fas. J, 


died seized for her Franck-bench. 
1651 G. W, 


c.5 § 11 The Widowes Estate and Frankbanck. 
tr. Cowel s Inst. 59 Tenants in Franck Banck. 
Fra‘nk-chase. Law. [f. FRANK a.2 + CHASE, 
sb.] Free chase: see quot. 1641 and Cuase 5d.! 2. 
1587 Harrison England 11. xix. (1877) 1. 310 The franke 
chase .. taketh something both of sake and forrest. [15 
Crompton Yurisdict. E. 1. Trespas ¥. 239 Le ley de franke 
chase est, etc.] 1641 Zermes de la Ley 167 Franke chase is 
a liberty of Frank chase, by which all men having land 
within this compasse are prohibited to cut downe the wood, 
or discover, &c. without the view of the Forester, although it 
be his owne. c1645 Howe t Le/¢. tv. xvi. (1655) 39 None 
but the King can have a forest; If he chance to passe one 
over to a Subject, ’tis no more Forest, but frank Chase. 
Franker (freynko1). [f. FRANK v.2 + -uR 1] 


One who franks a letter. 

1784 Mrs. Boscawen Let. in Mrs. Delany's Corr. Ser. 11. 
III. 228 My son us'd to have the honour to be franker to 
your ladyship. 1818 Miss Mirrorp in L’Estrange Life 
(2870) II. 35 He has the worst fault a franker can have; he 
is un-come-at-able, 1880 Antiguary 25/1 The stamp may 
usually be depended upon to authenticate the autograph of 
the franker. 

Fra‘nk-fee. Zaw. [f. Frank a.2 + Fun 50, 
Cf. Anglo-L. déberum feodum.| a. A tenure of lands 
in fee-simple, esf. as opposed to anczent demesne ; 


see DrMESNE 4. b. Land so held. 

1531 Dial. Doct. & Stud. u. ii. 7a, Whan a plee is remoued 
out of auncyen demeane for that the lande is franke fee. 
a1626 Bacon Max. & Uses Com, Law ii. (1636) 6 If 
tenant in ancient demesne bee disseised by the Lord .. and 
the disseisee bring his assize in the Court of the Lord, 
Francke fee is no plea. 1741 'T. Ropinson Gavelkind vy. 70 
Yet in his Hands the Land is Frank-Fee. 

+ Frank-ferm, Law. Ods. [a. AF. franke 

Jerme: see FRANK a.2 and Farm sb.2] Freehold 


tenure at a fixed rent. 

1767 Biackstone Com. II. 81 It was thought, in the 
reigns of both Edward I and Charles II, a point of the 
utmost importance. .to the tenants, to reduce the tenure by 
knight-service to fraunke ferme or tenure by socage. 

Fra‘nkfold. Zaw. [f. FRanK a.2+ Foup v.7] 
=Faupacr. Also Frankfoldage in same sense. 

1609 Patent 7 Fas. I in Act 5 Geo. IIT, c. 26 Preamb., 
Rents, pensions, portions, frankfolds. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 
114 b, To hold .. frank foldage .. a man may make title by 
usage. 1708 Termes de la Ley 352 Vrankfold is where 
the Lord hath benefit of folding his Tenants Sheep within 
his Manor for the manuring of his Land. 

Frankfort (frenkfoit). The name of a Ger- 
man city. attvzd. in Frankfort black, a fine 
black pigment used in copper-plate engraving. 

1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusent. 28 The black which is 
made by sublimation of pitch in dark chambers, and termed 
lamp-black and Frankfort biack. 1853 Ure Dict. Arts, etc. 
1. 814 Frankfort black is..made by calcining vine-branches, 
and the other refuse lees of the vinegar vats, in Germany. 

Frankincense (frenkinsens). Forms: 4 
franke ensens, 5 frank encens, -ensence, -yn- 
sens, 6 frankenscence, -insence, (6-7 fran(c)k- 
umsence), 6- frankincense. [a. OF. /ranc 
encens: see FRANK a.% and IncrnsE. ‘The special 
meaning of the adj. in this combination seems to 
be ‘of high quality’: see Frank a.? 5.] 

1. An aromatic gum resin, yielded by trees of the 
genus Boswellia, used for burning as incense; 
olibanum ; occas. the smoke from the same. 

@ 1387 Sixon. Barthol. (Anecd. Oxon.) 42 Thus album, 7. 
olibanum, franke ensens. ¢1450 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 8 
Kynges iij With gold, myrre, and ffrankynsens. ?¢ 1475 
Sgr. lowe Degre 849 Cloves that be swete smellyng, Franken- 
sence, and olibanum. 1552 Latimer Sev. Gosp. vi. 188 
Franckumsence to signify his priesthoode. 1645 FULLER 
Good Th. in Bad T. (1841) 50 He..sent Leonidas a present 
of five hundred talents’ weight of frankincense. 1718 Prior 
Pleasure 904 Curling frankincense ascends to Baal. 1834 
Lyrron Pompeii iv. iii, Odour of myrrh and frankincense. 

2. Resin resembling this, obtained from firs or 


pines. Also, the tree itself. 

1577 Harrison Zngland u. xxii. (1877) 1. 342 The firre, 
frankincense, and pine we doo not altogither want. 1620 J. 
Mason Brief Disc. Newfoundland B iij, Tarre, Tirpintine, 
Frank-Incense, 1866 77eas. Bot., Frankincense.. European, 
a resinous exudation of the spruce fir. The name is also 
applied to Pinus Teda. ‘ 

3. attrib. as frankincense-pine, -tree. 

1611 Biste Acclus.1.8 As the branches of the frankincense 
tree in the time of summer. 1671 SALMON Syn. Wed. u1. 
xxii. 436 Frankincense tree. ¢1865 Leruesy in Cire. Se. 
I, 106/1 The Frankincense pine of Virginia (Pizus teda). 

Hence Fra‘nkincensed a., perfumed with frank- 


incense. 
1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 1x, i. 204 No velvet-bound 
missal, nor frankincensed manuscript. 


Frankish (free‘ykif), a. (sb.) For earlier forms 
cf. Frencu. [f. FRankK 5b.1 + -18H.] 

1. Of or pertaining to the ancient Franks. 

1802 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XIII. 11 The French, 
through their Frankish ancestors (have hacher. 1875 J.C. 
Rosertson Hist. Chr. Ch, 111. 8 Leodegar was..connected 
with the most powerful families of the Frankish nobility. 

2. Of or pertaining to the Western nations. 

1504 Carew Zasso 1. Ixxvi. 41 Onely the King of Trypoli 
.. Athwart the Frankish army might haue stept. 1862 
Farrnott Up Nile 52 Frankish gold has overridden religious 
prejudices. 

3. sd. The language of the Franks. 

1863 Miss SeweLt Chr. Names -i. 6 France kept Frank 
names..while ceasing to speak Frankish. 


FRANK-LAW. 


+ Frank-law. Law. Ods. [f. Frank a? 
+ Law.] The condition of a full freeman (diber 
et legalis homo), esp. the liberty of being sworn in 
courts, as a juror or witness. 

1607inCowEL. 1641 Termes de la Ley78 The party attainted 
shall lose his Franke Law [AF. ferdera son lrank Ley), to 
the intent that hee be not impannelled upon Juries or Assises. 

Franklin (freyklin). Forms; 3 francoleyn, 

fraunkeleyn, 4-6 frank(e)le(i)n, -(e)leyn, 
(4 fran(c)kelain, -layn(e, 5 franklon), 6-9 
fran(c)klin(g, -lyn(g, 6- franklin. [First re- 
corded as Anglo-L. franc-colanus, francalanus, 
Jranchelanus (12-13th c.); it appears as AF, 
fraunclein a1307 (Du Cange s.v. Franchilanus). 
The ultimate formation is clearly from med.L. 
Jrancus, OF. franc FRANK a,2; but the process of 
formation is somewhat obscure. 

The suffix is usually supposed to represent the OHG., -Zinc, 
-LING. This is possible, but the analogy of CHAMBERLAIN is 
not quite conclusive, as there is no trace of an OH 
*franclinc or Lat. */ranclingus, nor on the other hand does 
L. *camerlanus appear. Possibly francalénus may be f. 
the adj. francalis ‘having the rights ofa freeman’, f. francis. 
The earliest spelling /ranccolanus suggests that the word 
was in 1200 supposed to be a compound. ] 

+1. A freeman. Obs. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5374 First he was here als our thain Bot 
now es he for ai franckelain. 1377 Laneu. P. Pl. B. xix. 39 
And po bat bicome crysten, by conseille of be baptiste, Aren 
frankeleynes, fre men. c¢1440 Promp. Parv. 177/t Franke- 
leyne, Zébertinus. 

2. A freeholder; in 14-15th c. the designation of 
a class of landowners, of free but not noble birth, 
and ranking next below the gentry. 

[1200 Rotuli Chartarum 43/t Unam carrucatam terrae 
apud Hamerwich cum villanis et franchelano, Jdid. 82/r 
Omnia feuda militum et franccolanorum qui tenent de 
eodem monasterio. «1300 Vzt. Har. Reg. (1885) 34 A duobus 
ut fertur mediocribus viris quos francalanos sive agricolas 
voccant agnitus.] 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 36 Wel may a 
symple Francoleyn in mysese hym so bringe Of lutel lond, 
wan per fel such of a kyng. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. 
(2810) 239 No oper lorde stoute, ne fraunkeleyn of toun, 
Tille holy kirke salle gyue tenement. c1386 CHAucER Prol. 
216 Ful wel biloved and famulier was he With frankeleyns 
over al in his cuntré. c1460 J. Russert Bk, Nurture 1071 
Marchaundes & Franklonz worshipfulle & honorable. .may 
be set semely at a squyers table. 1528 Roy Rede Me (Arb.) 
zoo One or two ryche francklyngis Occupyinge a dosen mens 
lyvyngis. 1590 SpENSER /, Q. 1. x. 6 Entred in, a spatious 
court they see .. Where them does meete a francklin faire 
and free. 1618-29 AZf. in Rushw. Hist. Cold. (1659) I. 17 
To make..Francklines, and rich Farmers, Esquires, to pre- 
cede them, would yield your Majesty also a great sum of 
money in present. 1655 Mourer & Benner (Health's 
Improv. (2746) 340 The Franklin’s Bread of England is 
counted most nourishing. 1659 Howe Lexicon, Proverbs 
may be called the truest Franklins or Freeholders of a Coun- 
trey. 1843 Lyrron Last Bar. iv. v, His dress was that of 
a substantial franklin. ‘ 

+3. Applied allusively to: A liberal host. Cf. 


FRANK a.2 2. Obs. 

1577-87 HotinsHEeD Chron. II. 31/1 To purchase the name 
of a sumptuous frankelen or a good viander, 1727 SomER- 
VILLE Officious Messenger 72 No Franklin carving of a 
Chine At Christide, ever look’d so fine. 

‘Franklinian (froyklinian), a. (sd.)  [f. the 
proper name Franklin + -1AN.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to Benjamin Franklin ; 
also, following Franklin (in politics). 

1767 Priestiey Hist. Electricity in Franklin's Wks. (1887) 
II. 65 The Franklinian system. 1808 J. Wesster Wat. Phil. 
133 The Franklinian Theory. 1814 J. Q. Apams Wks. (1856) 
X. 90 In politics, Rittenhouse was..Franklinian, democrat, 
totally ignorant of the world. ‘ 

B. sd. A follower of Franklin ; a Franklinist. 

1794 G. Avams Nat. § Exp. Philos. IV. x\vi. 283 You will 
find the ideas of the Franklinians concerning it quite contra- 
dictory. ; 

So Franklinic a. [see -10], an epithet applied 
to electricity excited by friction; Fra‘nklinism 
[see -1sm], frictional electricity; Fra‘nklinist 
[see -1sv], one who follows Franklin in his theory 
of electricity. 

1767 Priestiey Hist. Electricity in Franklin's Wks. (1887) 
Il. 65 The terms Franklinism, Franklinist..occur in almost 
every page. 1772 Franxuin Let. Wks. 1887 IV. sox All the 
rest, who have in any degree acquainted themselves with 
electricity, are, as he calls them, Franklinists. 1862 Grove 
Corr. Phys, Forces (ed. 4) 11§ What is called Franklinic 
electricity. 1883 E.C. Mann Psychol. Med. 556 (Cent.) It has 
also been called ‘ frictional’ electricity..or Franklinism. 

Franklinite (frenklinoit). An. [f. Prank- 
lin, New Jersey, where it is found + -1rm.] A 
compound of oxides of iron, manganese, and zinc, 
found in brilliant black crystals. 

1820 Amer. Frnt. Sc. 11. 323 The black zinciferous 
mineral, the Franklinite, 1862 Dana Jax. Geol. 84 Frank- 
linite, am iron-zinc ore. 

Franklinize (fre‘yklinsiz), v. [f. the proper 
name Franklin (after Benjamin Franklin) + -1ZE.] 
trans. To operate on by Franklin’s methods. 

Hence Fra‘nklinized /7/. a. Also Fra:nklini- 
zation (Med.), the therapeutic application of 
‘franklinic’ or frictional electricity. 

1804 J. Larwoop Wo Gun Boats 27 The Treaty between 
la-Fayetted France and Franklinised America, 18.. Med. 
News L. 509 (Cent.) Another method that may be applied 
during the day is general franklinization. 


Vou, IV. 


| lying is wrong when it is found out. 
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Frankly (frenkli), adv. [f. Frank a,2 + -Ly2.] 
In a frank manner. 
+1. Freely; unrestrictedly, without restraint or 


constraint. Ods. 

1541 Act 33 Hen, VIII,c. 25 All other lawfull thinges. .to 
do as liberally, frankelie, lawfully .. as if they .. had been 
naturally borne within this realme. 1547 Czty of London 
Frnls. 317 in Vicary'’s Anat. (1888) App. iii. 132 [To] excer- 
cyse the seyd. . office.. Franklye & frelye. 1626 Bacon Sylva 
§ 544 The Sap .. cannot get up, to spread so frankly, as it 
should do, 

2. +a. In liberal or abundant measure, bounti- 
fully, lavishly (0ds.). . In a liberal spirit, gener- 
ously ; unconditionally, unreservedly. 

1546 Bate Lng. Votaries u. (1550) 102 ‘The cattell.. was 
-.frankely fed. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 402 
They would procure the people to deale their almes some- 
what more franckly. 1583 SranyHurstT 4? ne7s u. (Arb.) 48 
Wee..pardon francklye the villeyn. 1600 SurFLET Countrie 
Farme \. xxiii. 130 Oxen are not to be fed so frankely and 
full in winter. 1602 RowLanps ’77%s Merrie when Gossips 
mteet (1609) 19 His Crownes vpon them frankly he bestowes. 
1603 Suaxs. Meas. for J. 111. i. 106 Were it but my life, 
Ide throw it downe..As frankely as a pin. 1611 BisLe 
Luke vii. 42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgaue them both, 1647 H. More Philos. P., Oracle 
61 Ambrosian streams .. Do frankly flow. 1671 True 
Non-conf. 2, 1 do here francklie..lay aside all wrath and 
bitterness. 1683 CLAVERHOUSE 9 June in Mowbray Morris 
Life xii. (1889) 142 All the Justices doe their deuty francly 
and cheerfully. 1848 C. Bronte 3. Lyre xi, The power of 
meriting the kindness. .so frankly offered. 1877 Mrs. For- 
RESTER Mignon I. 50 Sir Tristram accepts the invitation as 
frankly as it is given. 

3. Without concealment, disguise, or reserve ; 
avowedly, openly, plainly. Occas. with ellipsis of 


to speak. 

¢ 1540 Wisher’s Wks., Life (E. E. T.S.) p. li, This worthie 
Byshopp..was .. desired to speake his minde frankly and 
freely. 1625 Bacon Zss., Suspicion (Arb.) 529 The best 
Meane. .is franckly to communicate them [suspicions]. 1754 
Cuatuam Lett. Nephew iv. 24 Venture to own frankly that 
you came to Cambridge to learn what you can. 1847 
Lytton Lucretia 27 Frankly, if you can like my niece, win 
her. 1865 W. Rozserts Uvin. & Renal Dis. 1. iv. (1885) 
185 The deposition of the urates is sufficient evidence that 
the urine is frankly acid. 1880 L. SrerHEN Pofe ili. 79 It 
would be impossible to accept more frankly the theory that 
1892 M. Dons St. ohn 
I. xvi. 248 Frankly open your soul before Him, 

4. With freedom of artistic treatment. 

1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. (1874) I. xix. 198 Frankly com- 
pleting the arch work andcornice of each, 1885 Atheneum 
23 May 669/2 Frankly painted, and with much good drawing. 


+Fra‘nk-ma:rriage. aw. Obs. [a. AF. 
Jranc mariage: see FRANK a.2 and MARRIAGE] A 
tenure in virtue of which a man and his wife held 
lands granted to them by the father or other near 
relative of the wife, the estate being heritable to 
the fourth generation of heirs of their bodies, with- 


out any service other than fealty. 

c11s0 Newmnzinster Cartul. (Surtees) 117 Concesserunt eis 
en fraunkmariage. ¢1475 Partenay 1506 But you wil I gif 
gentilly, sire, of myne .. With my fair doughter in franke 
mariage. a1647 Hapincton Sv. Worcestersh. in Wore. 
Hist. Soc. Proc. u. 228 Simon his grandfather .. had the 
same in franck mariage by the guyft of Henry Rolland. 
1767 BLackstonr Comm. IL. 115 Estates in libero maritagio, 
or frankmarriage. 1866 Rocrrs Agric. § Prices I. iv. 68 
{He] holds a small amount of land in frank-marriage, and 
another portion in fee. 


Frankness (fre‘yknés). [f. FRanKa.2 + -NESS.] 
The quality of being frank. 
+1. Liberality, bounteousness, generosity. Also, 


luxuriance. Ods. 

159t Prrcivat, SZ. Dict., Largueza, franknes. 1597 
Hooker Eccl. Pol. v. \xxii. § 2 To take downe the franke- 
nesse of nature, and to tame the wildnesse of flesh. 171 
Hearne Collect. (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) III. 124, I requested that 
you might see it; which, with his usual Frankness, he 
readyly granted. 1738 Laucca’s Mem. Pref. vi, Whether it 
be on account of their Power at Sea, or their Frankness in 
spending their Money. 1762-7r H, Watrrore Vertwe’s 
Anecd. Paint. (1786) II]. 64 He..kept a great table, and 
often pressed the king for money with a freedom which his 
majesty’s own frankness indulged. . 


2. Freedom of address or manner; absence of 
disguise, reserve, or suspicion; candour, ingenuous- 


ness, Openness. 

1668 Tempie Let. Sir O. Brideman Wks. 1731 Il. 55 He 
would return my Frankness to him with the same to me. 
1751 Jounson Rambler No, 174 P 7 To expose the levities 
of frankness. 1816 J. Scorr 7s. Paris (ed. 5) 28 The ser- 
vants come with an air of frankness to assist him to alight. 
1840 Arnotp Hist. Rome 11. 346 Fabius had experienced 
also the noble frankness of Decius’ nature. 1858 FroupE 
Hist. Eng. WV. xviii. 54 The King. .implored his nephew to 
meet his overtures with the frankness with which they were 
made, 1875 Hetps Zss., Secrecy 53 That happy union of 
frankness and reserve..comes not by studying rules. 

b. esp. in speech: Outspokenness. More fully, 
Frankness of speech (in early use = ‘liberty of 
speech ’). ey 

1g53 Brenpe Q. Cwurtivs vit. 159 All the libertie and 
franckenes of speache being taken away. 1647 CLARENDON 
Hist.Reb.1.§77The Other. .declared with a very unnecessary 
Frankness, ‘that he would have no Friendship. .with him’. 
1729 T. Cooxe Zales, Proposals, etc. 57 What from the 

rankness of your Soul you say The Fool may tattel, and 
the Knave betray. 1776 Gipson Decd. & /. 1. 357 Profound 
dissimulation under the disguise of military frankness, 1823 
Lams Zia (1860) 132 She confessed, with her usual frank- 
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ness, that she had no sort of dislike to his attentions, 1860 
TYNDALL Glac. 1. xxiv. 168, I shall offend them..by my 
frankness in stating this. 1886 Academy 30 Jan. 83/3 Certain 
roughnesses and franknesses of expression. 

3. Freedom of artistic treatment. 

. Jie J. Barry in Lect, Paint. vi. (1848) 221 A great work 
in fresco. .requires. .spirit, frankness, decision. 1849 Ruskin 
Sev. Lanips v. § v. 140 Two very distinguishing characters 
of vital imitation are, its Frankness and Audacity. 

Fra‘nk-pledge. 0.2. Law. Obs. exc. Hist. 
Forms; 5 fraunciplegge, 6 frankepledge, 6-8 
fran(c)(k)ple(d)ge, 6- frankpledge. [a. AF. 
Sranc-plege (Latinized franciplegium), f. franc 
FRANK a@.2 + plege PLEDGE; app. a Norman mis- 
translation of OE. /vzJ-borh peace-pledge (see 
Fritupori), /r7p having been supposed to be con- 
nected with /vee.] 

1. The system by which every member of a tithing 
was answerable for the good conduct of, or the 
damage done by, any one of the other members. 

16.. Act in Stow Surv. (1633) 671 You shall.. inquire if any 
man .. abide within your Ward that is not put under frank 
pledge. 1817 T. J. Pettigrew Lettsonz I1, 247 Every place 
must. .be a free settlement, where frank-pledge is properly 
maintained. 1874 Green Short Hist. iv. § 4. 190 Thesystem 
of ‘frank-pledge’, or free engagement of neighbour for 
neighbour, was accepted after the Danish wars, 

transf. 1796 Burke Let. Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 50 The 
solemn, sworn, constitutional frank-pledge of this nation. 
1855 Macautay fst. Eng. 11. 13 The servants of the 
Crown were not, as now, bound in frankpledge for each other. 

b. View of frankpledge: a court held periodi- 
cally for the production of the members of a tithing, 
later of a hundred or manor. Cf. CouRT-LEET. 


Obs. exc. in formal notices. 

[1292 Brirron 1. i. § 13 En cyteez et en burgs et en fraun- 
chises, et en tourns des viscountes, et en vewe de fraung 
plege.] 1495 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 29 § x Viewe of fraunci- 
plegge within the purcynct of the seid Manoir. 1588 
Fraunce Lawz7ers Log. i. xii. 52 b, A generall assembly, yet 
called the view of Frankepledge..or the Leete court. ¢1630 
Rispon Surv. Devon § 91 (1810) 88 The town hatha weekly 
market, and yearly fairs, with toll and view of frank pledge. 
1747 Carte Hist. Eng. 1. 311 Once a year, (and if necessary 
twice) there was held an extraordinary assembly of the hun- 
dred, called a view of frankpledge or court leet. 1818 [see 2]. 
1864 Wotice on Kirkby (Yorks.) Church Door, A Court Leet 
or Law Day, with view of Frankpledge..will be holden. 

2. One of the mutually responsible members of 
a tithing, etc. Occas. the tithing or decenary itself. 

1goz ARNOLDE Chron. 93 Francpledge. 1523 FirzHErs. 
Surv. xi. (1539) 25 True reue, true frank plege. 1754 Hume 
Hist. Eng. 1. it. 50 These decennaries received the name of 
the frank-pledge. 1765 BiacksTone Cow. I, 114 Entire 
vills sir Henry Spelman conjectures to have consisted of ten 
freemen, or frank-pledges. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) III. 
266 The view of frankpledge .. means the examination or 
survey of the frankpledges, 

+ Frankpost. Building. Obs. [f. Fran« a.? 
+ Post sé.) ?An angle-post in a frame building. 

1587 Harrison England u. xii. (1877) 1. 233 In the.. 
champagne countrie they are inforced for want of stuffe to 
use no studs. .but onlie frankeposts, raisins, beames, pricke- 
posts..whereunto they fasten their splints or radels, and then 
cast it over with thicke claie. 

fan Abin; esee 


Fra‘nk-te:nement. aw. 
Frank a@.2 and TENEMENT.) =FREEHOLD. So 
Fra‘nk-te‘nure [see TENURE]. 

[1292 Britron m1. ii. § 2 Brefs de dreit de mariage ne 
sount mie fraunc tenement.] 1523 Fitzners. Srv. 14 Yet 
haue they no franke tenement bycause of the commen 
lawe. x159a West 1st Pt. Symbol. § 41 B, An estate of 
franktenement, is where a man hath the freehold of land. 
1600 HoLtianp Livy xxi. xlv. (1609) 419 To enjoie to them 
and their heires for ever, as freehold in frank tenure. 1643 
Sir J. Sperman Case of Affairs 6 Yet does not he de- 
prive the Lord of his Lordship in the Copy-hold, nor .. 
devest the Fee and Frank-tenement out of the lord. 

Jig. 1893 Harvey Supererog. Wks. (Grosart) II. 229 See, 
how the daggletaild rampalion bustleth for the frank-tene- 
ment of the dung-hill. 

+Frank-tenementary. Sc. Law. Obs. 
[See -arny.] One who possesses freehold lands. 

1488 Acta Dom. Conc. 92/x Quharethrow he Intromett 
wt pe saidis landis bot be his grantschir quhilk wes bot 
franktenementare alanerly. 

+ Frankverytie. french Feudal Law. Obs. 
[ad. F. franche verité lit. ‘ frank truth’ : see FRANK 
a.2 and Vexity.] A feudal court at Calais. 

1g28 Sir R. Weston in Dillon Calais § Pale (1892) 92 
Fynes and amercements presentable every yere at the Court 
of Frankverytie.. Every household ought to pay to the King 
for the Frankverytie vj‘, 

Frans(e)y, -ical, obs. ff. Frenzy, FRENZICAL. 

Frantic (frentik), a. and sd. Forms: a. 4-5 
frentik(e, -tyk(e, 6 phrentique, 6-7 fren-, 
phrenti(c)k(e. 8. 4-6 frantyk(e, 6-8 fran- 
ti(e)k(e, 6 frantycke, -tique, (6 phrantic), 7- 
frantic. [ME. frentik, frantik, a. OF. frenetique 
(mod.F. frénétique), ad. late L. phrenétecus deliri- 
ous (see PHRENETIO), a corruption of Gr. ppevititds 
affected with ppeviris delirium : see FRENZY. ] 

A. adj. pat! 

1. Affected with mental disease, lunatic, insane ; 
in later use, violently or ragingly mad. Now rare. 

a. 1362 Lancu. P. Pl. A. xt. 6 ‘Wel artou witti’, quod 
heo ‘ wisdom to telle To fayturs or to fooles that frentik [B. 
x. 6 frantyk] ben of wittes !’ 1401 Pod. Poems (Rolls) II. 85, 
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FRANTICALLY. 


I do the wel to wite, frentike Iam not. 1467 J. Pasron in 
Paston Lett. No. 569 11. 299 As for John Appylby, he is 
half frentyk. 1586 Bricut Melanch. xi. 52, 1 .. haue ob- 
serued .. in phrenticke persons the strength doubled vpon 
them. 1644 Dicsy Vaz. Bodies (1645) 1. 413, I have seene 
some frenticke persons, that [etc.]. rs 

B. 1398 Trevis Barth. De P. R.v. xxiii. (1495) 132 Also 
by .. acorde of musyk seke men and frantyk come ofte to 
theyr wytte ayen and helthe of body. ¢ 1420 Chron. I tlod. 
587 Frantyke men hadden per hurre wytte. 1542 Boorpr 
Dyetary xxxvii. (1870) 298 Euery man the whiche is madde, 
or lunatycke, or frantycke. 1664 H. More JZyst. Lnig. 
Apol. 562 It makes you look like a Company of F rantick 
men or Damoniacks. 1852 Mrs. JAMESON Leg. Monast. 
Ord. 240 His father, believing him frantic, shut him [St. 
Francis of Assisi] up and bound him in his chamber. | 

absol. 1787 Cowrer Lett. 24 Dec., All the frantic who 
have been restored to their reason. 

2. transf. Affected by wild and ungovernable ex- 
citement ; ‘mad’ with rage, pain, grief, etc. + Also, 
in early use, applied as aterm of reproach imputing 
extreme folly (cf. the variation in the shades of the 
lit. sense 1). 

(c1477 Caxton Yason 56 b, He was so angry that he semed 
better Dera .thenne other wise. @1547 SurrEY “neid 
um. 410 And thus as phrentik to our gates he ran.] 1561 ‘T. 
Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. xiii. (1634) 56 There be risen up 
certaine phrenticke men as Servetto and other like. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. ut. 420 The furious Mare..is frantick 
with Despair. 1732 Law Serious C. v. (ed. 2) 73 That they 
must be grave and solemn at Church, but may be silly and 
frantick at home. 1822 W. Irvine Braceb. Hall xvi. 140 
Julia, pale, bleeding. .supported in the arms of her frantic 
lover. a1839 Prarp Poems (1864) II. 204 Miss Jonquil was 
perfectly frantic. 188x ‘Rita’ My Lady Coquette xii, His 
Aunt and Cousin are frantic with fear. 

jig. 1602 Marston Ant. § Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 I. 17 A heart 
.. Raging more wilde then is this franticke sea. 1798 FRERE 
in Anti- ¥acobin vii. 24 War with herself see frantic Gallia 
wage. 1870 Bryant //iad I, v. 176 Fiery, frantic Mars, the 
unnatural plague Of man. 

8. +a. Of a disease: Attended by frenzy or de- 
lirium (oés.). b, Pertaining to, characterized by, 
or displaying frenzy; delirious, wild; * insanely 
foolish. 

a, 1565 Catenin, Ausw. Treat, Crosse 32 b, Ye shal see 
it proued in plain words, a frentike part to worship Images. 
1576 Fieminc Panopl. Epist. 267 It is more grievous then 
y°® phrentique sicknesse of madnesse. 1894 Hooker Zcc?. 
Pol, i, viii, 144 Esteeming in the phrentique error of their 
mindes the greatest madnes in the world to be wisedome. 

B. a@1533 Frira Disput. Purgat. Prol. (1829) 93 The 
ignorant people..was fallen into that frantic imagination 
that [etc.]. 1586 T. B. La Primand. Fr. Acad. 1, 666 There 
are (as I take it) two causes intermingled, which breede this 
franticke feaver of our France, the one proceeding from the 
estate, the other from religion. 1589 Cocan Haven Health 
cexliii, 264 Strange Agewes arise, raging continuall, burning, 
phrantike, 1632 Lirncow 7yav. 1v. 150 For in a franticke 
piety they cause a Smith to pull forth their eyes. 178 
Gipson Decl. & #111, xlvili, 47 She displayed a frantic and 
impotent rage. 1790 Burke /’r. Rev. Wks. V. 142 The 
royal captives. .were slowly moved along, amidst the horrid 
yells .. and frantick dances... of the furies of hell. 1814 
Soutngy Roderick 1, 81 He threw his hands aloft in frantic 
prayer. 1879 Dixon Windsor II, xii. 129 His welcome by 
the citizens was frantic. 

+4. quasi-adv. Frantically. Ods. rare. 

¢ 1600 Suaxs. Sonn, cxlvii, Past cure lam .. And frantic 
mad with evermore unrest. @ 1652 Brome Oncene’s axch, 
ut. i. Wks. 1873 III. 497, I fear he's brain-crack'd, lunatick, 
and Frantick mad, 

5. Comb., as + frantic-headed, + -like adjs. 

1558 Puarr Afneid 1v. 647 Her golden heare she tare and 
frantiklyke with moode opprest, She cried, O Iupiter [ete.]. 
1640 Br, Hatt “fisc. 1. xix. 199 Arius saith he was a man 
frantick-headed, proud-minded. 


+B. sb. One who is frantic or frenzied; a lunatic, 
a delirious patient. Ods, 

a. ¢1380 Wyciir Ser, x. Sel. Wks. I. 26 Resoun shulde 
teche hem | bei ben worse pan frentikes. 1565 JeweL 
Repl. Harding (1611) 106 Persons Excommunicate, Infants, 
Phrentickes, and Mad Men. 1616 B. Jonson Devil an Ass 
iv. vi, You did neuer heare A Phrentick, so in loue with his 
owne fauour! 16953 Woopwarp Nat, //ist. Earth 11. 88 
‘The world was little better than a common fold of Phren- 
ticks and Bedlams. 

B. 1574 J. Jonus Nat. Beginning Grow. Things 34 Idiots, 
Dolts, Lunatikes, Frantikes, and blockheads. x161x Sprep 
Hist. Gt. Brit. 1X. xxili. §99 He was esteemed as a frantick, 
and sent to the Marshal-See fora Lunaticke foole, 1669 
Penn No Cross Wks. 1782 Il. 96 Being slighted of them 
for a ninny, a fool, a frantick [etc.], 1788 Jorrin Lrasm, 
I. 192 The combustions raised by these Fraction, 

Hence | Frantic v. z/v., to move frantically. 

1635 Quarters “Lmbd. v. iv. (1818) 270 Like to the arctic 
needle, that .. First frantic’s up and down from side to side, 
And restless heats his crystal ivory case. 

Frantically (frentikali), adv. [f. Franvica, 
+-AL+-LY4.] In a frantic manner. 

1749 Hurpv Horace's Art of Poetry Notes § 123 She 
herself .. says, fiercely indeed, but not frantically. 1831 
Carty_e Sart. Res. 1. y, Our philosopher .. was heartily 
and even frantically in Love. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. 
Afr. in Fral. Geog. Soc. XXIX, 332 Frantically flourishing 
his spear and agitating his bow. 

Franticly (frentikli), adv. 
-LY 2.] =F RANTIOALLY. 

1549 BALE Leland’s N. Year's Gift Dib, Them that so 
frantycklye on their ale benches do prattle. 1596 Hdward I//, 
in. v, He lion-like. . Franticly rends and bites the woven toil. 
62x G. Sanpys Ovid's Met, 1x. (1626) 190 Hopelesse, her 
hated mansion she eschues: And frantickl » her brothers 
flight persues. 1794 SuLtivan Vier Nat. 1.8 The one is 
gloomy and ferociously distracted ; the other is merrily, but 
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perhaps not less franticly mad. 1828 Scorr /*. AV, Perth 
xix, She cried thus franticly, to ears which she was taught 
to believe were stopped by death. 1883 Harfer's Mag. 
Apr. 687/2 Everything here was. .franticly scrubbed. 

Franticness (fre'ntiknés). [f as prec. + 
-NESS.| ‘The state or condition of being frantic. 

@ 1829 Skeiron Sf. Parrot 411 Of frantycknes and folyssh- 
nes, Whyche ys the grett state? 1583 GoLDING Calvin on 
Deut. clxxii. 1568 Men bee driuen with a certaine furie or 
frentikenesse. 1664 PErys Diavy 15 Aug., Her kinswoman, 
who it seems is sickly even to frantiqueness sometimes. 1718 
Entertainer No. 21 P 6 Frantickness, and a Start of Passion, 
they deify'd as the Extremity of Courage and Resolution. 
1878 Mrs. Huncerrorp Molly Bazwn (1893) 139 You have all 
the franticness to yourself. 

+ Frantling, vé/. sb. Obs. nonce-wd. Used 
to express the noise made by peacocks. : 

1693 Urounarr Radelais um, xiii. 107 The barking of 
Curs. .coniating of Storks, frantling of Peacocks. 

Franzy, dial. form of Frenzy. 

+ Frap, sb. Obs. rare—'. _ [echoic: cf. Rar.] 
A noise made by knocking. In quot. attrib. _ 

1583 Sranynurst A¢neis 1v. (Arb.) 120 Mightily rapping 
Her hoe with thumping frap knocks. 

Frap (frep), v. [a. OF. fraper (mod.F. frap- 
per) =Pr. frapar, It. frappare to strike ; of obscure 
origin, but perh. f. the Teut. root /fag-: see FLap. 

It has been conjectured that the ONorthumb. (ge) /repgiza 
meant ‘to strike’; it renders (ve)verebuntur (which the 
glossator may have mistaken for verberantur !) and accus- 
arent. The two ostensible senses are so irreconcilable that 
the supposition of a blunder seems justifiable ; possibly the 
ONorthumb. may preserve the Teut., root of the Rom. word.] 

1. a. trans. To strike; to beat; also fig. Obs. 
exc. dial, +b. intr. To strike (at, on). Obs. 

a. 13.. Coer de L. 2513 With myn ax I schal hem frape. 
a 1330 Syr Degarre 13 He .. frapte his tail with gret mi3t 
Upon Degarres side. cxq00 Destr. Troy 10515 Kepis you 
in couer.. T'yll the kyng and his company by comyn within ; 
ffallys on hym fuersly, frap hym to dethe. 1566 PAINTER 
Pat. Pleas., Rhom. & Ful. (x575) U1. 197 Who heart was 
frapped with sutch surpassing woe, as neither teare nor word 
could issue forth. 1383 Sranynurst 4meis 1. (Arb.) 88 
A seabelch grounting on rough rocks rapfulye frapping Was 
hard. 1727 BrapLry Mam. Dict. s.v. Bread, You may know 
that the Oven is hot enough, when frapping a Pole against 
the Hearth. .small Sparks arise. 1892 Vorthumbld. Gloss., 
Frap, to strike, to rap. 

b. 13.. Coer de L. 4546 The Crystene on hem gan fast to 
frape. ?ax400 Morte Arth. 1115 He..frappez faste at hys 
face fersely ber-aftyr! 1780 Exuis od. Husb. IV. iii, 65 
(E. D.S.) If [the calf’s tail] do not bleed to your desire, frap 
about it with the handle of a knife. 

2. Naut. To bind tightly. [So also in Fr.] 

1848 Haut Chvon., Hen. VIII, 22b, Thei frapped together 
xxii. greate Hulkes. 1578 Bourne /uventions No. 14. 10 
The caske being layd close vnto the ballest, and fraped 
down close, that it doth not stirre. 1703 [see Frare*.] 1756 
Gentl. Mag. XXV1. 15 Who. .caused the stern-post and stan- 
dard to be frapped together, and both of them to be frapped 
to the mizzen-mast. 1769 Favconer Dict. Marine (1769), 
Ceintrer, to frap a_ship, or pass turns of a cable round the 
middle of the hull of a stip, to support her ina storm. 1835 
Sir J. Ross Nar. 2nd Voy. iii. 32 It seemed possible to frapp 
the shrouds and stays in such a way as to secure it from 
going overboard, 1840 R. H. Dana Bef Mast xxv. 82 We 
succeeded. .in smothering it and mapping it [the sail] with 
long pieces of sinnet. 1857 S. Osporn Quedah xii. 151 All 
superfluous branches were lopped off, and the whole well 
frapped together with cords. 1867 SmMytH Sailor's Word-bh., 
Fvap, to secure the falls of a tackle together by means of 
spun yarn, rope yarn, or any lashing wound round them. 
1879 Farrar S¢. Paul (1883) 714 They could not help in 
pach technical tasks as frapping the vessel. 1882 Narrs 
Seamanship (ed. 6) 45 The end is..frapped round all parts. 

To brace the cords of a drum by pulling them 
together. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. I. 914. 


+Frapaille, Ods. [a. OF. frapaille, collect. f. 
Jrape: see Frarn1.] A contemptuous name given 
to a body of people; rabble; es, the camp-followers 
of an army. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 13319 Per frapaille 
Pat fel nought to be in bataille Vnder an hil he set bem bere. 

+ Fra‘part. Ods. rare. Also in contracted 
form frap. [a. OF. frapart, f. frapper to strike.] 
Only in friar frapart [F. frre frappart ‘s est dit 
Wun moine libertin et débauché’ (Littré)]. 

@ 1535 More How Serjeant wolde lerne to be frere 267 in 
Hazl. £, P, P. IL. 129 The frier frap, gate many a swap. 
1600 O. EB, Repl. 4o Libel Ep, Ded. 3 Be they monarkes, or 
be they fryer frapartes. /é7d. 1. i. 5 A .. religion .. built 
vpon impious popes, frier fraparts, and massing priests 
mouthes. 
tFra‘pe.! Ods._ [? a. OF. frap of same mean- 
ing, f. fraper : see FRAP v.] 

1. A crowd; a mob, the rabble. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 323 pe brid day com grete 
frape, & conged him away. a 1400 Prstill of Susan 289 Pei 
be fendes al be frape. 2a x400 Morte Arth. 2091 This gen- 
tille..ffyghttez with alle the ffrappe a furlange of waye. 
¢ 1430 Sy» Gener. (Roxb.) 5085 Ther cam of hem a _grete 
frape, Ful like Giauntez thei wer y-shape. 1706 E, Wass 
Hud, Rediv. 1, 1. 11 Let loose the Frape to shew their 
Folly. 1710 — Brit. Hud. 1. 11 This wild Frape, to Mis- 
chief free, 

2. ? Tumult, disturbance. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron, (1810) 320 In alle pis mykelle 
frape wex a grete distance Of Boniface be pape, & be kyng 
of France, [1824-28 Craven Gloss., Fraps, noise, tumult. ] 

Frape “,frap. [? f. Frar v. (see quot. 1703).] 
(See quot. 1867.) Also frape-doat. 

1703 Damrige / oy, III, 20 From which girding them with 














FRASS. 


Ropes, which our Seamen call Fraping, they have the 
Name of Frape-boats. 1867 Smyru Sailor's Word-bk., 
Frap, a boat for shipping salt, used at Mayo, one of the 


Cape de Verde Islands. 
+ Fra‘ple, v. Ods. [Cf. Frap v. and OF. fra- 


pillier to be indignant, murmur.] zntr. To dis- 


pute, wrangle, bluster. 

axs95 Kevtey in Ashm. Theatr. Chem. (1652) 324 Then 
you begin to fraple, Swearing and saying, what a fellow 
is this? 1609 Hortanp Amm. Marcell, xxviii. Iv. 342 
Frapling one against another Avo and contra. 

Hence | Fra‘pling v/.sb., + Fra‘pling /7/. a. 
Also Fra‘pler si. arch., a blusterer, bully. 

1899 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. wv. iii, Thou art..a frapler, 
and base. 1600 O. E. Refi. to Libel, ii. 50 This frapling 
frier. 1600 Hortanp Livy vii. xxiii. (1609) 297 What 
frapling is here to no purpose. 1603 — Plutarch’s Mor. 47 
Idomeneus in frappling prompt, What mean’st thou thus to 
prate? 1609 Br. W. Bartow Ausw. Nameless Cath. 338 
Like a vaine & frapling surueyor, who [etc.]. 1863 SALA 
Capt. Dangerous I. ii. 40 Grooms, and porters, and fraplers, 


and bullies. 

|| Frappant (frapan), a. [Fr.; f. /rapper to 
strike.] Striking, impressive. 

1797 Scott Mam, Lett. (1894) I. 10 Her figure is not very 
Jrappant. [1812 H. & J. Shri Rej. Addr. x. 60 That 
ligneous barricado..decorated with frappant and tintinnab- 
ulant appendages.] 1823 Blackw, Mag. XIV. 576 This 


is so extraordinarily /rapfant, that the .. baronet .. only 
ventured to put it forth once. 

|| Frappé (frape), a. [Fr.; pa. pple. of frapper 
in sense of ‘ to ice (drinks)’.] Iced, cooled. 

1848 Loner. in Life (1891) IL. 121 A warm morning ; 
JSrappé at noon with an east wind. 1870 Lowett Study 
Wind., Good Word for Winter, The air you drink is /rappeé. 

+ Fra‘ppet. Obs. rare—*. 

1607 WiLkins Miseries Enforced Marr. Hjb, Why my 
little frappet you, I heard thy Vnckles talk of thy riches. 

Frapping (frepin), vd/. sd. [f. Frap v. + 
-ING | The action of the vb. FRAP in various 
senses; an instance of this; also concer. a lashing. 
Frapping turns (see quot. 1867). 

1804 A. Duncan Mariner's Chron. Pref. 8 The opposite 
ones are braced together under a bowsprit by a frapping. 
1859 F. A. Grirritus Artil. Man. (x862) 216, 3 takes hold 
of the tube at the frapping with both hands. 1867 SmyTa 
Sailor's Word-bk. s.v., The frapping increases tension, 
Lbhid., Frapping turns, in securing the booms at sea the 
several turns of the lashings are frapped in preparation for 
the succeeding turns. 1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 184 
Pass a hawser round outside the rigging ready for frapping 
inawreck. — 

+ Fra‘ppish, a. Ods. [f. Frap v.+-18H; cf. 
suappish.| Fretful, peevish. 

1631 Celestina vu. 82 Hee is frappish, and I cannot beare. 

+ Fra‘ry. Ods. Also 5 fray-, freyry ; and see 
FRIARY. Ye OF. frairie, frerie, f. frere brother.] 

1. A brotherhood, fraternity. 

13.. Seynt Katerine in Leg. Kath, (1840) 196 He hath me 
to his frari cald That schal be bot of mi bale. c¢ 1430 Lypc. 
Min. Poems 171 Swiche a frary requyrithe Goddis curs. 
c1480 Cuckola’s Dance 215 in Hazl. £. P. P. 1.47 We be 
all offa freyry ; I ame your awne brother. ?a@ 1500 Man- 
kind (Brandl) 45/144 Pe numbur of be demonycall frayry. 
1508, Will of T. Prowde (Somerset Ho.), I bequeth to seynt 
Chadde frary. 

2. =FRIARY. 

1556 Chron. Gr. Friars (Camden) 4o All their qwarters 
..was burryd at Pardone church yerde in the frary. 

attrib, 1514 Grant in Wright Prov. Dict, s.v. Frary, 
My frary clark. 

Frase, var. form of Frats, FRAISE. 

Frase, obs. var. PHRASE sd. and v. 

Frasier (fré-zior), Her. [ad. F. fraister straw- 
berry-plant, f. /razse strawberry.] (See quots.) 

1828-40 Berry Lucycl. Her. 1, Frasier .. used by Scotch 
heralds in the blazon of the coat of Fraser..but English 
heralds call it a cinquefoil. 1889 Ervin Dict. Her., Frasier, 
Frases or Fraze, the same as Cinquefoil ; sometimes termed 
a primrose. 


|| Fra‘silah, Also 6 farazuola, frasoll, 4 
frasslee. [mod.Arab. she 5 farsalah, pl. shal 5 


Jarasulah; by some scholars thought to be of 
Romanic origin: cf. PARcEL.] A weight varying 
from 12 to 35 pounds, used in the East. 

1588 Eprn Decades 239 The farazuola (which is xxii. 
ounce and syxe vnces). 1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 1. 273 

hich barre .. is 20 frasoli, and eee frasoll is 10 manas. 
1698 Fryer Acc. £. Ind. & P. 211 The Weights by which 
they are bought, are Baharrs and Frasslees; each Baharr 
20 Frasslees, each Frasslee 127. 1866 LivincstonE Last 
Frnls. (1873) I. ix. 228 An old man .. had once carried five 
frasilahs (=175 lbs.) of ivory. 

+ Frask. Ods. [ad. Fr. frasque, of same mean- 
ing.] A trick, 

1524 St. Papers Hen. VIII, VI. 328 He shall finde the 
same but fraskes, cawtelles, and subtelties. 1542 Pacer 
bid. 1X. 49 We knowe your fraskes wel ynough. 

Frass (frees). [a. Ger. frasz, f. root of /ressen 
(=F rer) to devour.] The excrement of larve; 
also, the refuse left behind by boring insects. 

1854 H. F. Stainton Lxtomol. Comp. (ed. 2), The half- 
eaten leaves attest but too surely that some devourer is 
near. These indications of the presence of a larva are 
expressed in the German language by the single word 
‘frass’, and we may, without impropriety, use the same 
word for the purpose of expressing the immediate effect of 
the larva’s jaws, and the more indirect effect of the excre- 
mentitious matter ejected by the larva, 1860 E, Apams in 
Trans. Philol, Soc, 9x Frass, the rejectamenta found at the 


+ 


FRATCH. 


entrance of the burrows of wood-boring insects. 18.. Board 
of Agric. Leafiet No. 30, 1 If such apples are split in halves 
a passage can be seen leading to the ovaries or pip-centres, 
around which there is usually a mass of ‘ frass’. 

Frass, obs. form of Fmrasn. 

Fratch (fret{), v. Now chiefly dial.  [? ono- 
matopceic. ] 

+1. zntr. To make a harsh or strident noise; to 
creak. Ods. 

cx1440 Promp. Parv. 76/1 Cherkyn, or chorkyn, or fracchyn, 
as newe cartys or plowys, s¢video. 

2. To disagree, quarrel, scold. 

1714 D'cuess Martsoroucnu in Madresfield Lett. (875) 
o, I am intirely of your Mind, that it is not the D. of 
Marl.’s businesse to fratch. 1764'T. BrypGes Homer Travest, 
1797) II. 54 While thus they fratch’d, the Greeks were getting 
ust finish’d, as the sun was setting. 1802 R. ANDERSON 
Cumberld, Ball. (1805) 44 But let them fratch on. 1863 
Mrs. Toocoop Yorksh. Dial., Joseph and his brethren got 
together fratching, and they put him ina pit. 1868 Hoime 
Lee &. God/rey xiii. 72 Mr. Godfrey and father can talk 
together for hours without fratching. 

ence Fratched #//. a. In quot. transf. of a 

horse: Restive, vicious; Fra‘tching v/. sb., a 
scolding; Fra‘tching ///. a. (also Fra'tcheous, 
Pra‘tchety, Fra‘tchy adjs.), that scolds, quarrel- 
some, Also Fratch sé., a disagreement, quarrel ; 
Fra‘tcher, one who quarrels, a scold. 

e1746 J. Cottier (T. Bobbin) View Lanc. Dial. Wks. 
(x862) 52 ‘They’d'’n some o’ the warst fratchingst company 
as eer I saigh. 1764 T. Brypces Homer Travest. (1797) 
IL. x19 Juno, that fratching quean, pretended Her sense of 
smelling was offended. 1802 Re Anverson Cusiberld. Ball. 
(1805) 23, I mun heame. Or I’s git a deuce of a fratchin. 
1803 /did. 64 He..aye crack’d his thoums for a bit of 
a fratch. x807 J. Sracc Poems 6 Blackan o’ Warton, he 
was there..An’ fratcheous Gweordy Barns. 1847 HALtiw., 
Fratched, restive,vicious, applied to a horse. /bid., Fratcher, 
a scold; one who brags much. Vorth. 1854 Dickens 
Hard T. i. iv, ‘I ha’ never had no fratch afore sin ever 
I were born wi’ any o’ my like.’ 1875 WauGu 7'/ts Heather, 
Old Cronies vii. Wks. 1881 1V. 285 Come, come, lads; let’s 
ha’ no fratchin’! 1875 Whitby Gloss. s.v., ‘A fratchy body’. 
1879 Miss Jackson Sirvopsh. Word-bk., Fratchety, peevish, 


irritable. 
|| Frate (frate). Pl. frati (fratz). [It.; lit. 


‘brother’.] A friar. 

1722 Ricuarpson Statues in Italy 329 A Fine Madonna 
of the Frate (Fra Bartolomeo is always so call’d). 1823 
Lavy Morcan Salvator Rosa ii. 48 The rules of the rigid 
Chartreux oblige the prior and procuratore to flagellate all 
the frati, or lay brothers. 1875 H. James 2. Hudson viii. 
288 The frate crossed himself, opened his book, and wandered 
away. 1889 Atheneum 27 July 125/3 Every quarter had its 
child-counsellors..—all children, vigilant, eager, irrespon- 
sible instruments of the frate [Savonarola]. 

Frater ! (fréi:toz). Ods. exc. Hist. Forms: 3 
freitore, 4 freitur, -our, 4-5 freytour, frature, 
4-6 frai-, fraytour, (5 freytowre, 6 fratour), 
5-7 frayter, (5-6 frai-, fraytre, 6 fratre, 
fratter, froyter), 5- frater. [a. OF. fraitur, 
short for vefrettor, repr. med.L. refectorium Ru- 
Frecrory.}| The eating or refreshment room of 
a monastery; a refectory. 

c12z90 S. Lng. Leg. 1. 286/282 Seint Domenic axede of pe 
freitore: 3wat isbidede bere. c1325 Poem Times Edw. 11, 
171 in Pol, Songs (Camden) 331 He shal into the freitur and 
ben i-mad ful glad. ¢1qz0 Chron. Vilod. 995 And after in 
to be fraytre po come he. ¢1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode ww. 
xxxil. (1869) 193 Per was ber inne cloystre and dortour, 
chirche chapitre and freytour. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 241/2 
‘There cam two yong men of y'same habite and forme whiche 
entrid in to y® refectory or fraitour. 1556 Chron. Gr. Friars 
(Camden) 34 The church was shott in from monday unto 
thursday, and the servys and masse sayd and songe in the 
fratter. 1556 Wirnacs Dict. 64 A fraiter or place to eate 
meate in, véfectorium, 1883 Athenxum 24 Feb. 255/1 At 
Westminster. .only the frater and the chapel of the infirmary 
have been formally dismantled. 

b. attrib. and Comd., as frater-wall; frater- 
house = FRATRY I. 

1546 in W. H, Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 183 For takyng 
downe of the roof of y® fraterhowse of Abynton. 1546 Bare 
Eng. Votaries 1. (1550) 69 b, A roode there was upon the 
frayter wall in the monastery, 1844 I’. A, Patey Church 
Restorers 25 Not less than one hundred brethren dined at 
once in this noble frater house, 

Hence + Fra‘terer, the monk who has charge 
of the refectory. Also in fem. form and sense, 

c1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode wv. xlv. (1869) 197 She that 
hath be gorgiere is ladi and freytoureere (I. vefecturiere), 
1483 Cath. Angl. 141/2 Frayturer, refectorarius. 

l| Frater 4 (frél'tax), [L. fra@ter brother.] 

+h. A friar. Ods. 

1585 ‘I’. Wasuincron tr. Vicholay's Voy. u. xi. 46 The sayd 
Frater hadde brought with him a great bottle. 1639 Lv, G. 
Diesy Lett, Relig. (x651) 78 As well furnished .. as you 
may imagine some good raters closet in Spain ., is with 
the works of Calvin, or Luther. 

+2. Cant. (See quots.) Obs. 

1561 Awpetay Frat. Vacad. 4 A Frater goeth wyth a like 
Lisence to beg for some Spittlehouse or Hospital. 1622 
FLETCHER uistgar Bush 1. i, And these, what name or 
title e’er they bear, Frater, or abram-man. 1673. R. Heap 
Canting Acad.77 raters are such, who with a Counterfeit 
Patent, beg for some Hospital or Spittle-house. 

3. A brother, comrade. Also adérid. 

1794 Burns Bard’s Epitaph ii, Is there a Bard of rustic 
song, Who, noteless, steals the crowds among, O, pass not 
by! But, with a frater-feeling strong, Here, baat a sigh. 
18.. Bracke Death Columba 38, 1 am come to bless my 
people, Faithful fraters, ere I die. 
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Fraternal (frats-mal), a [f. L. fratern-us 
(f. frater brother) + -au. Cf. F. fraternel.] Of 
or pertaining to brothers or a brother ; character- 
istic of a brother, brotherly. 

1494 Fanyan Chron. v. cxvi. go His vncle Chilperich bare 
towarde the sayd Guthranus not very fraternall loue. 1526 
Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 153t) 170 Y° prayer that fraternall 
charite or brotherly loue commendeth before god. 1656 
Cow.rey Pindar. Odes Olympique Ode vy, Those kind pious 
glories do deface ‘The old Fraternal quarrel of thy Race. 
1738 GLovER Leonidas 1. 247 Sorrows, which fraternal love 
in vain Hath strove to soothe. x18g0 Kincstry Adt. Locke 
xxxix, The great new world—new Church I should have 
said—of enfranchised and fraternal labour. 1874 L, SrepHEN 
Hours in Library (1892) II. i. 8 More than one modern 
writer has expressed a fraternal affection for Addison. 

Hence Frate'rnally adv., in a fraternal manner, 

1611 Corer., Mraternellement, fraternally, brotherly, 
1727 in Baitey vol. Il. 1812 Examiner 4 May 284/2 So 
fraternally gigantick were his imagination and his intellect. 
1873 Symonvs Grk. Poets xii. 412 Children of the earth. .the 
Greeks loved all fair and fresh things of the open world 
fraternally, 1882 Sir R. Tempre Men § Women of My 
Time ii. 19 ‘The sitting Director..entreated us..to think 
kindly, even fraternally, regarding the Natives of India. 

Fraternalism (frats-maliz’m). rare. [f. prec. 
+-18M.] The state or condition of being fraternal. 

1893 in J. H. Barrows Pari. Relig. Il. 1548 Having pro- 
claimed our fraternalism from this national housetop. 

+ Fraterna‘lity. 00s. rare—°. [f. as prec. + 
-ITy.] (See quot.) 

1727-36 Baitey, /va/ernality, brotherhood; brotherliness, 
brotherly Affection. 

Fra‘ternate, v. U.S. rave—°. [f. L. fratern- 
us (see FRATERNAL) + -ATE,] To fraternize. 

1846 in WorkcEsTER (citing JEFFERSON); and in mod. Dicts. 

Fraterna‘tion. U.S. vave—°. [f. prec.: see 
-ATION.] Fraternization, 

1846 in WorcesTER (citing JerFERsoNn) } and in mod. Dicts. 

+ Fra‘terne, @. Ods. rare—'. [a. OF. fraterne, 
ad. L. fratern-us, f. frater brother.] Fraternal. 

¢ 1470 HarpinG Chron, LXxxvitl. viii, Austyn .. prayed .. 
Of fraterne loue and due obedience, ‘To helpe hym furth. 


Fra‘ternism. U.S. rare—°. [f. L. fratern-us 
+-ISM.] I raternization. 

1846 in WoxcesTER (citing Jerrerson); and in mod. Dicts. 

Fraternity (fratamiti). [a. OF. fraternité, 
ad. L. fraternitat-em, {. fraternus pertaining to 
a brother: see FRATERNAL and -1Ty.] 

1. The relation of a brother or of brothers; bro- 
therhood. 

1390 Gower Conf II. 186 In the virgine, where he [the 
poses) nome QOure flesshe and verray man become Of 

odely fraternite, 1582 Benttey Mon. Matrones ii. 22 O 
my brother what fraternitie ! O my child what delectation! 
1659 Prarson Creed (1839) 40 If sons, we must be brethren 
to the only-begotten : but being he came not to do his own 
will, but the will of him that sent him, he acknowledgeth 
no fraternity but with such as do the same. 1669 GALE 
Crt. Gentiles 1. 1. li. 12 A Phenician Fable touching the 
Fraternitie of al men made out of the Earth. 

2. The state or quality of being fraternal or bro- 
therly ; brotherliness. 

1470-85 Matory Arthur xvi. iii, Therfor was the round 
table founden and the Chyualry hath ben at alle tymes soo 
by the fraternyte whiche was there that she myght not be 
ouercomen. 1598-9 E. Forpe Pav ismus 1. vi. (1636) 34. 
Those Out-lawes..continued a great fraternity amongst them. 
1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. To the King § 13 There cannot but 
be a fraternitie in learning and illumination relating to that 
Paternitie which is attributed to God. 1793 Burke Conduct 
of Minority §35 ‘To substitute the principles of fraternity 
in the room of that salutary prejudice called our Country. 
1844. THirRLWALL Greece VIII. 255 It was a treaty of friend- 
ship, fraternity, and alliance. 1875 Jowretr P/a/o (ed. 2) 
ILI. 106 Equality and fraternity of governors and governed. 

+3. A family of brothers. Ods. rare. 

a 1635 NaAunton /ragm. Reg. (Arb.) 23 When there is an 
ample fraternity of the bloud Royall, and of the Princes of 
the Bloud. dd, 40 Between these two Families, there 
was,.no great correspondencie .. there was a time when 
(both these Fraternities being met at Court) there passed 
a challenge between them. 


4. A body or order of men organized for religious 
or devout purposes. 

Letters of fraternity : letters granted by a convent or an 
order to its benefactors entitling those named in them to 
a share in the benefits of its prayers and good works. 

¢ 3330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 188, With [pam] were be 
templers, & per fraternite. 1362 Lanou. P. Pd. A. vit. 179 
Thauh thou be founden in fraternite a-mong the foure 
ordres. ¢ 1380 Wyctir Wks, (1880) 12 3if pei maken wyues 
and ober wymmen hure sustris bi lettris of fraternite. x4ox 
Pol. Poems (Rolls) 11. 29 Why be ye so hardie to grant by 
letters of fraternitie to men and women, that they shall 
have part and merite of all your good deedes? a@xgrz2 
Fasyan Wild in Chron. Pref. 5 To the fraternytie of our 
Lady and seynt Anne, wtin the said church xiid. 1653 
H. Cocan tr. Pinto's Trav, xxvii. 105 Like unto the fra- 
ternity of mercy among the Papists, which onely out of 
charity..do tend those that are sick. 1703 MaunpreLt 
Journ. Ferus. (1732) 70 Each Fraternity have their Altars 
and Sanctuary. 1788 Prirsttey Lect. Hist. wv. xxv. 193 
In each mitred abbey of the order of St. Benedict, some 
persons of the fraternity were appointed to register the 
most considerable events, 185x D. Witson Preh, Ann, 
(1863) II, iv. viii. 398 The first recluses and monks who 
established religious fraternities in Scotland. ‘ 

5. A body of men associated by some tie or 
common interest ; a company, guild. 


¢1386 Cuavucer Prol. 364 An Haberdassher and a Car- 
penter .. clothed in o liveree, Of a solempne and greet 





FRATRICIDE. 


fraternitee. 1389 in Eng. Gilds (1870) 4 Eche broper ober 
suster bt ben of be fraternite..schal 3eue somwhat in 
maintenance of pb? bretherhede. 1433 4. £. Wills (1882) 95 
The fraternyte of my crafte of cokes. 1483 Caxton Cato 2, 
I William Caxton..of the fraternyte and felauship of the 
mercerye. 1611 Coryat Crudities 13 This dooth the 
fraternity of the shoemakers carry in solemne procession. 
@1674 CLARENDON //ist. Red, xv. § 15 Fraternities enter’d 
into there for the better carrying on that Plantation. 1762 
H. Watrote Vertue'’s Anecd. Paint. 1. iv. 59 Their first 
charter in which they are styled Peyntours, was granted in 
the 6th of Edward IV, but they had existed as a fraternity 
long before. 185x D. Witson Preh, Ann, (1863) II. 1. viii. 
442 The ancient..fraternity of Free Masons. 1870 YEAtS 
Techn. Hist, Conimt. 358 Scarcely a town of importance .. 
in Italy was without its fraternity of goldsmiths. 
attrib, 1671 Evetyn Diary 21 Sept., I din’d in the City, 
at the fraternity feast in yron-mongers Hall. 
6. A body of men of the same class, occupation, 
pursuits, etc. 
1s6r Awpevay (/it/e), The Fraternitye of Vacabondes. 
1653 Watton Angler i. 5 Auceps. Why Sir, I pray, of what 
Fraternity are you, that you are so angry with the poor 
Otter! /zsc. Iam..a Brother of the Angle. 1686 N. Cox 
Gentl. Recreat. v. (ed. 3) 44 Some ignorant Grooms. .think 
they are able to give Laws to all their Fraternity. 1712 
Henry Sect. No. 396 p 2 The Fraternity of the People 
called Quakers. 1793 Burke Conduct of Minority § 25 The 
French fraternity in that town. 1838 Murray's Handbk. 
NV. Germany 91 Calais is one of those places where the 
fraternity of couriers have a station. 1858 Froupr Hist¢. 
Lng. 111. xv. 269 [Henry] was-.ardently anxious to resume 
his place in the fraternity of European sovereigns. 
Fraternization (fretoimoizé'fon). [a F. 
Sraternisation ; see FRATERNIZE and -aTION.] The 
action of fraternizing or uniting as brothers, the state 
or condition of fraternity, fraternal association. 
1792 //ist. in Ann. Reg. 2 Vhey..give the kiss of fraterniza- 
tion to negroes. 1827 Hare Guesses Ser. 1. (1873) 31 The 
Jacobins, in realizing their system of fraternization, always 
contrived to be the elder brothers. 1851 L. Mariorri /éaly 
zt 1848, 125 Something even approaching to a fraternisa- 
tion of the people with the dreaded foreign soldiery. 
transf. 1878 'T. Harpy Return of Native 1. i, The ob- 
scurity in the air and the obscurity in the land closed 
together in a black fraternisation. 
Fraternize (fre‘toimoiz, fré'tor-), wv. [ad. F. 
Sraterniser, ad. med.L. fraterniz-are, f. fraternus, 
f. frater brother ; see -1ZE.] 
1. intr. To associate or sympathize wth as a 
brother or as brothers; to form a fraternal friendship. 
161r Cotcr., Fraterniser, to fraternize, concurre with, 
be neere ynto, agree as brothers. 1807 Str R. WiLson Frnd. 
t July in Zz (1862) II. viii. 290 Had Alexander not frater- 
nized with Buonaparte. 1816 Scorr Antig. v, Too little of 
a democrat to fraternize with an affiliated society of the sa- 
disant Friends of the People. 1872 Baker Vile Tribut. viii, 
We fraternised upon the spot. 


2. ¢rans. To bring into fraternal association or 
sympathy; to unite as brothers. Now rare. 

1656-81 in Biounr Glossogr. 1793 Burke Conduct of 
Minority § 7 A regular correspondence for fraternizing the 
two nations had also been carried on. 1794 CoLeRIDGE Relig. 
Musings vii, Vo know ourselves Parts and proportions of one 
wondrous whole! This fraternizes man. 1841 7azt’s Mag. 
VIII. 326 Emissaries were soon sent to the West Indies to 
fraternize the sable citizens of all the French islands. 1856 
Mrs. Browninc A ur. Leigh 2 It might have. .reconciled and 
fraternised my soul With the new order. 

Hence Fra‘ternized /f/.a., Fra‘ternizing vd/. 
sb. and ppl. a. Also Fra‘ternizer, one who or 
that which fraternizes. 

1793 Trial of Fyshe Palmer 46 Had these fraternizing 
principles been only heard in France, we might have cared 
the less, 1795 Burke Regic. Peace iv. Wks. 1X. 74, I join 
issue with the Fraternizers, and positively deny the fact. 
1817 Ann. Reg. 27 Allsocieties..which extended themselves 
by fraternized branches. 1837 De Quincey in 7 ait’s Mag. 
IV. 72 All Whigs..all, indeed, fraternisers with French 
republicanism, 1858 Hoce Life of Shelley Il. 463 The love 
of equality, of levelling, and fraternising. 1860 O. W. 
Hoimes Prof. Breakf-t. ii, The grand equalizer and fra- 
ternizer is [wine]. 1880 H. James Portr. Lady v, A gentle 
.. old man, who combined consummate shrewdness with 
a sort of fraternising good humour. 

+ Fratra‘tion. Obs. rare—1. [agent-n. f. L. 
Sratrare expressive of the swelling of the breasts 
of boys at puberty, f. fratr-, frater brother. ] 

1666 J. Smitu Pourtract of Old Age 117 Inflation, and 
Turgescency of the Seminary vessels both preparatory, and 
ejaculatory ; commonly called Fratration. 

Fratriage (fréi‘triedz). Zaw. Also fratrage. 
[ad. med.L. fratridg-tume, f. L. fratr(Z)- brother : 
see -AGE.] (See quots.) 

1730-6 Bairey (folio), /vatrage, the partition among 
brothers or coheirs, coming to the same inheritance or 
succession ; also that part of the inheritance that comes to 
the youngest brothers. 1848 Wuarton Law Lex., Mratriage, 
a younger brother’s inheritance, x : 

Fra‘trici:dal, a. [f.next +-at.] That kills 
or has killed his brother; concerned with the 
slaughter of a brother or of brothers. 

1804 Lp. TeiGNMoutH Mem. Sir W. Yones (1806) 202 A 
fratricidal war between the learned. 1809 CAMPBELL Ger- 
trude Wyom. vi, Amidst the strife of fratricidal foes. 1850 
Brackir Aéschylus 11. 202 All gashed and gored, by fratri- 
cidal Wounds they die. 1865 Kincstey Hevew. ix, Such 
a method would give rise to fratricidal civil wars. 

Fratricide ! (frz‘trisoid, free'tri-). [a. F. fra- 
tricide, ad. L. fratricida, f. frater brother + -cidére : 
see -CIDE I.] One who kills his (or her) brother. 

c1450 Mivrour Saluacioun 3955 Absolon his awen brothere 
sleere. .ffor he a ffratricide is calde. a 1685 Br, Womock in 
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FRATRICIDE. 


Southey Comm,-fl. Bk, Ser. 11. (1849) 193 For his [Calvin's] 
bitter speeches Bucer gave him the title ofa fratricide. 
1779 FRANKLIN H/ks, (1889) VI. 289 If you will enable the 
king to reward those fratricides, you will establish a pre- 
cedent. 1821 Byron Cainx 11, i, Hence, fratricide ! hence- 
forth that word is Cain, , i 

Fratricide 2 (fréi'trisoid, fre'tri-). [a. F. /va- 
tricide, ad. L. fratricid-ium, {. frdter brother + 
-cidéve : see -CIDE 2.) The action of killing one’s 
brother. (In Zaw also the killing of one’s sister.) 

1868 Grarron Chron, 3 Por the which fratricide or brother 
murthering, he [Cain] was by the sentence of Almighty 
God publyshed for a vagabond. 1687 Boye Martyrd. 
Theodora ii. (1703) 25 Fratricide be justly listed among the 
blackest crimes, 1703 MaunpreLi Yourn. Ferus, (172%) 
134 ‘T'Ke Fratricide .. 1s said to have been committed in this 
place. 18g0 Merivate Rom. Emp. (1865) IL. xxi. 425 The 
stain of fratricide could never be entirely wiped away. | 

+ Fra‘truel, Ods. rare". [ad. L. f/ratruél-is, 
f, frater brother.] (See quot.) 

1656 Biounr Glossogr., Mratruels .. brothers children, 
cousin Germans, ‘ , 

Fratry |, fratery (fré'tri, frétéri). Also 9 
fratory. [app. f. Frarpr !+-y.J=Frater!, 

1538 Leann /é/n. III, ria This John Chinok buildid the 
Cloyster, the Dormitor, the Fratery, 1572 R. H. tr. 
Lauaterus’ Ghostes (1596) 31 The scroll... at the last they 
found in the fratry. 16x1 Corar., Re/ectoud'r, a Refectuarie, 
or Fratrie: the roome wherein Friers eat together, 1883 
Norfolk Directory 486 The [Grammar] School was originally 
kept in the fratory of the Blackfriars. 

attrib, 1708 Morreux Rabelais v. v. (1737) 18 He led us 
into a..Refectuary, or Fratrie-room, 

b. By some modern writers applied (through 
etymological association with Fratry 2) as the 
name of a room in monastic establishments sup- 
posed to have served as the common-room of the 
‘brethren’; also to the chapter-house. 

1786 W. Gitvin Lakes Cumberld, (1808) II. xx. 95 The 
fratry, as it is called, or chapter-house in the abbey. 1874 
I. Suanve Archit, Crstercians 18 The Fratry, the ordinary 
day-room of the monks. 

Pra‘try’, Os. exc. Hist. (ad. med.L. fratria, 
Jratreta, \. frater brother; app. the word was mixed 
with the adoption of Gr. pparpela, f. ppdrwp guild- 
brother, Cf. Frrany.] a, A fraternity, brother- 
hood, b. A conyent of friars, friary. 

1532 Tinpate Lap, Matt, vi. 16-18 The hypocrisye of the 
fratrye wher they eate but inuisible flesh, @xg7x JeweL 
On Thess. (1611) 114 He selleth the mercies of God, the 






blood of the martyrs .. the merits of his fratries. 158 
HANMER Amsw. Fesuit's Challenge 6a, He the merite 
Cell of orders, Munkry, fratry, and societies is established, 


1887 Boasu //ist. Oxford 68 Agnellus of Pisa., built a 
school in the Fratry of Oxford, 

|| Frau (frau), [Ger.] A married woman, wife. 

a@x813 A, Witson ‘oresters Poet. Wks. (1846) 214 Each 
rugged task his hardy frau partakes, 1818 Blackw. Mag. 
III, 532 Some half a score of Iraus sat round a table, 1880 
Wen Goethe's Faust u. vi, You have left the kettle and 
scorched the frau, 

Frau, var. form of Frow. 

Fraud (fr6d), 5d. Forms: 4-6 fraude, frawd(e, 
4-fraud. [a. OF, /raude, ad. L. fraude-m (fraus) 
deceit, injury. ] 

1. The quality or disposition of being deceitful ; 
faithlessness, insincerity. Now vare. 

taxgo00 Morte Arth. 3919 Alle for falsede, and frawde. 
e1430 LypG. Min. Poems 162 Fle doubilnesse, fraud, and 
collusioun, 1508 DuNbAR 7'wa marilt wemen 255, L semyt 
sober, and sueit, et sempill without fraud. 1599 SHaKs. 
Much Ado w. iii, 74 ‘The fraud of men was euer so. 
167a Marveit Corr, Wks. 1872-5 II. 408, I do not believe 
there is any fraud in him, 1718 Hicks & Neson ¥. Aetdle- 
wedé 11, xxvi, 128 A Person of Simplicity without Fraud. 
1827 MacauLay Machiav, lss. (1854) 36 Vices .. which are 
the natural defence of weakness, fraud and hypocrisy. 

personified. 1606 Dixiur Sev. Stamnes u. (Arb.) 21 Frawd 
(with two faces) is his Daughter, 1790 Burke /y, Rev. 
Wks, V. 88’'The discredited paper securities of impoverished 
fraud, and beggared rapine. 

2. Criminal deception ; the using of false repre- 
sentations to obtain an unjust advantage or to injure 
the rights or interests of another, 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chyox. (1810) 128 In alle manere cause 
he sought pe right in skille, To gile no to fraude wild he 
neuer tille, 1382 Wyciir Mark x.19 Do no fraude, wor- 
schipe thi fadir and modir, 1570 B. Goocr Pop. Kingd. 1. 
(1880) 7 But safely keepes that he hath long, with frawde 
and lying got. 1667 Miron ?. Z. 1, 646 To work in close 
design, by fraud or guile, What force effected not. 1726-7 
Swirt Guliiver 1, vi. 67 ‘They look upon fraud as a greater 
crime than theft. 1829 Lyrron Devereux 1, iii, Fraud has 
been practised. 

b. in Law. Zn fraud of, to the fraud of: so as 
to defraud ; also, to the detriment or hindrance of. 

[x278 Stat, Glouc. 6 Edw. J, c. 11 Ou par collusiun ou par 
fraude pur fere le termer perdre sun terme. 1292 Brivron 
1. il, § xr Ne nule manere de fraude,] x90 SwinsuRNE 
Testaments 1§1 ‘Che condition is reiected, as being made in 
fraude of mariage. 1§96 Spenser Sate Jre/. Wks. (Globe) 
622/2 The same Statutes..are often,.wrested to the fraud 
of the subject, 1845 Sreruen Comm. Laws Eng, (1874) 11. 
268 And shall not have deposited or invested in fraud of his 
creditors, 1848 Wuarron Law Lex, Fraud, all deceitful 
practices in defrauding or endeavouring to defraud another 
of his known right, by means of some artful device, contrary 
to the plain rule of common honesty. 

3. An act or instance of deception, an artifice by 
which the right or interest of another is injured, a 
dishonest trick or stratagem. 
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cx , Cuaucer Boeth.1. pr. iv. 9(Camb. MS.) The iustice 
Remi r1adde whilom demed hem bothe to gon into exil for 
hir trecheryes and fraudes. c 1440 York Myst, xxxill. 131 
If 3e feyne slike frawdis. 1526 Pilger. Perf, (W. de W. 1531) 
rob, Moo than a thousande wayes he hath by his craftly 
fraudes todeceyue man, 1691 Hartciirre Vir/ues 317 The 
Pharisees..made great shews of Piety, to cover their Frauds 
and Rapines. x75x Jounson Rambler No. 126 » 4 Declaim- 
ing against the frauds of any employment. 1836 J. GILBERT 
Chr. A tonem. iii. (1852) 72 The fraud of imputing guilt to a 
known innocent being. 1852 Miss Yoncr Cameos II, xxix. 
312 Most of the Dauphin’s followers gloried in their suc- 
cessful fraud and murder, 

b. in Law. Statute of Frauds: the statute 29 
Chas. II, c. 3, by which written memoranda were 
in many cases required to give validity to a con- 
tract. 

1678 Act 29 Chas. IT, c. 3 title, An Act for Prevention of 
Frauds and Perjuries, 1765 BLAckstone Coma. 1. 362 The 
frauds, naturally consequent upon this provision. . produced 
fetc.]. 1827 JARMAN Powedl’s Devises II. 29 Which pre- 
vents the statute of Frauds from being a bar. 1858 Lp. 
Sr. Leonarns Handy-bh. Prop. Law vii. 38 An instance of 
what is deemed a sufficient fraud to enable equity to relieve. 

e. Pious fraud: a deception practised for the 
furtherance of what is considered a good object ; 


esp. for the advancement of religion. 

(1363-87 Foxe A. & AZ. (1684) ILI. 898 Their accustomed 
lies, which they term Fraudes pieuses, pious beguilings.] 
1678 Cupwortn /xtedl, Syst. 319 ‘There is too much cause 
to suspect that there have been some Pious Frauds practised 
upon these ‘Trismegistick Writings. 1712 Appison Sect. 
No, 419 ® 5 Pious Frauds were made use of to amuse Man- 
kind. 1855 Mirman Lat. Chm. (1864) II. 111. vii. 143 The 
pious fraud of a nurse who had substituted her own child 
for the youngest of the Emperor. 

trans/. 1868 LoweLL Willows xxi, May is a pious fraud 
of the almanac, A ghastly parody of real Spring. 

4. A method or means of defrauding or deceiv- 
ing; a fraudulent contrivance ; in mod. collogq. use, 
a spurious or deceptive thing. 

1658 Sir ‘l’. Browne Aydriot. 35 They had an happy fraud 
against excessive lamentation, by a common opinion that 
deep sorrows disturbed their ghosts. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Georg. IV. 575 Surprize him first, and with hard Fetters bind ; 
Then all his Frauds will vanish into Wind. 1725 PorE 
Odyss. 1v. 597 New from the corse, the scaly frauds diffuse 
Unsavoury stench of oil. 1782 Cowrer Progr. Lrr. 17 Not 
all.. Can... Discern the fraud beneath the specious lure. 
1880 McCartuy Own Times II. 5 Many persons persisted 
in believing that his supposed suicide was but another fraud. 
1890 L. B. Watrorp Mischief of Monica i, The whole place 
is a fraud..we can't live in a villa. 

b. collog. of a person: One who is not what he 
appears to be; an impostor, a humbug; sec. U.S. 
(see quot. 1895). 

18s0 Dickens Reprinted Pieces (1866) 120 The begging- 
letter writer is one of the most shameless frauds and imposi- 
tions of this time, 1885 F. B. Van Voorsr Without a Con- 
pass 12, I had called him an old fraud, 1895 Standard 
Dict., Fraud .. specifically .. a person, firm, or corporation 
declared by the Postmaster-general .. to be engaged in 
obtaining money by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, 
[etc.] .. and therefore debarred from obtaining payment of 
money-orders or the delivery of registered letters, 

+5. By Milton used in passive sense (as L. 
Sraus): State of being defrauded or deluded. 

1667 Miron P. LZ. 1x. 643 So glister’d the dire Snake, and 
into fraud Led Eve. 167x — P. R. 1. 373 To allhis Angels 
he proposed To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud, ‘That 
he might fall in Ramoth. 

6. Comb., as +fraud-doing vbl. sb.3 + fraud- 
wanting adj. 

1382 Wyciir Dan. xi. 2t He .. shal weelde the rewme in 
fraude doynge. 1600 Nasne Swmmer's Last Will F 4 


Fraud-wanting honestie. 
+ Fraud, v. Obs. [ad. L. fraudére, £. fraud-: 


see FRAUD sé.] 

l. trans. Yo defraud, cheat, or deceive (a person). 

rgsi I. Witson Logike (1580) 16 Muche deceipt used to 
fraude one an other. 1581 Marseck Bk. of Notes 231 That 
Christen folkes should not be frauded of the holie Sacra- 
ment. 1623 Cockeram i, To Deceiuve, Defeate .. Fraude, 
Defraude, 

2. To withhold (something) fraudulently. 

1382 Wyciir Fas. v. 4 The hijre of 3oure werkmen, that 
repiden 3oure cuntrees, that is fraudid of sou. x1g02z Ord. 
Crysten Men (W, de W. 1506) 1v. xxi. 231 If he hath frauded 
& retayned taxes, ‘ 

8. To obtain (something) by fraud. 

1573 ‘Cusser //usé, lxii, (1878) x40 Ill husbandrie waies has 
to fraud what he can, 

Hence + Frau‘ding v0/. sd. 
a defrauder, 

exq00 Afol. Loll. 54 Fraudars, misdoars, sortylogers, 
spousbrekars. 1515 BarcLay Zegdogées iii. (1570) Ciij/2 Their 
dayly murther and forsing of women, Frauding of virgins, 
pilling of simple men, 

+Frauda‘tion. Ods.-°. [ad. L. fraudation-em, 
n, of action f, frauddre: see prec.] ‘A deceiving 
or beguiling’ (Blount Glossogr. 1656). 


+ Frau‘delous, a. Os. [ad. F. frauduleux, 
-s¢,] = FRAUDULENT. 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 313 b/t This is but temptacion of 
the deuylle and fraudelous deceyte. 1489 — Faytes of A. 
1v. i. 230 The frawdylouse deceyuer. x491 — V’ztas Patr. 
1.1. (1495) 10x b/2 He shall be preserued and kepte from alle 
frawdelous decepcyons. 

Hence Frau‘delously adv. 

1481 Caxton God/rey xcvii. (1893) 148 heading, How the 
vntrew greek latyns departed fraudelously fro the hoost. 


Also +} Frau‘der, 








FRAUDULENT. 


Fraudful (fro-dfiil), a [ff Fraup sd. +-Fu1.] 
Full of fraud, fraudulent, treacherous. 

cx400 Afol. Loll. 112 Pus he is a bef & fraudful reuar. 
c14so Henryson Fable Dog, Scheip §& Wolfs Ane fraudfull 
Wolf was juge that time. x1g00-z0 Dunsar Poems xxiv. 39 
To pass out of this frawdfull fary. 1602 Warner Ad, Eng. 
x. lvii. (1612) 251 By forced Warre or fraudfull peace. 1697 
Drypen Virg. Past. vi. 30 By the fraudful God deluded 
long, ‘They now resolve to have their promis’d Song. 1725 
Pore Odyss. 1. 393 The fraudful horse. ¢1750 SHENSTONE 
Elegies xxiii. 21 The fraudful maid To these lone hills 
directs his devious way. 1860 T. Martin Horace 183 
Fraudful Carthage expiring in flame. 

Hence Frau‘dfully adv., in a fraudful manner. 

€1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Baptista 497 Til fraudfully scho 
gert pe kinge .. assemble hale his barne. c1470 Henry 
Wallace x1, 1056 The ayth he maid; Wallace com in his 
will; Rycht frawdfully all thus schawyt him till. ¢ 1610 
Sir J. Mevvit Adem. (1735) 408 ‘The Chancellor..had left 
out the Rents of the Abbay of Dunfermling fraudfully. 
1876 Ruskin Fors Clavig. VII. Ixxiii. 5 In fraudfully writing 
for the concealment of Fraud. 

+Frau‘ditor. Os. rare. [badly f. Fraup v., 
after creditor, etc.] A defrauder, cheat. 

1553 T. Witson (het. (1580) 204 You have so many 
Frauditours..and so many Deceivers to get up your money, 
that thei get all to themselves. 

Fraudless (frd-dlés),@. Nowvare. [f. FRAuD 
5b. + -LESS.] Free from fraud. 

1580 H. Girrorp Gilloflowers (1875) 103, I which saw such 
perfect shewes Of fraudlesse fayth in you appeare. 1635 J. 
Haywaro tr. Biondi’s Banish'd Virg. 64 With a sincere and 
fraudlesse intention. 1652 Brntowrs Zeoph. xu. xii, 
I..Forgetting, and forgotten, run to fraudlesse swains. 

Hence Frau‘dlessly adv., Frau'dlessness. 

1848 in Craic3; and in mod. Dicts. 

+Fraudsman. zonce-wd. [f. Fraup sd. + 
May; cf. tradesman.|] A cheat, a rogue. 

1615 T. Apams White Devill 38 You shall not easily dis- 
cerne..between a tradesman and a fraudesman. 


Fraudulence (fro-die/léns). [a. OF. fraudu- 
lence, f. fraudulent: see FRAUDULENT and -ENCE.] 


The quality or fact of being fraudulent. 

1610 Hratey St, Aug. Citie of God 801 Either by his 
violence or his fraudulence. @1716 Soutu Sev. (1737) V- 
viii. 340 It was without any fraudulence or injustice on their 
part. 1812 G. Cuatmers Dom. Econ. Gt. Brit. 229 Those 
who .. saw great imprudence, in many, and a little fraudu- 
lence, insome. 1891 Law Times XC. 464/2 The Customs 
entry should be held to be sufficient to prove the fraudulence 
of the trademark. 

Fraudulency (fro-diz/lensi). ? Ods. [f. next: 
see -ENOY.] =prec.; also an instance of this. 

1630 Lorp BLanzans 86 The merchants grew full of fraudu- 
lency in their dealings. 1659 W. Broucu A/anual p. iv, To 
prevent..all further fraudulencies, He thinks fit to have his 
Name affixed to it. 1700S. Sewatt Diary 18 Apr. (1879) 
IL. 11, I press’d .. that Capt. Checkley should give Daniel 
a Deed ; that so this Fraudulency might not remain to be 
seen. 1792-7 Grepprs Crit. Rem. Exod. xii. 2 (R. Suppl.) 
‘The Egyptians were guilty of inexcusable fraudulency. 

nonce-use. 1857 Sat. Kev. III. 272/1 His Fraudulency 
Mr. Redpath was visited by the Turnkey this morning. 

Fraudulent (fro-dizlént), a. Also 5-6 -elent. 
[a. OF. fraudulent, ad. L. fraudulent-us, f. fraud-: 
see FRAUD 5d, and -ULENT, 

1. Guilty of or addicted to fraud; that wrongs 
another person by false representations ; cheating, 
deceitful, dishonest. 

¢ 1430 Lypc. Min. Poems 197 Dispoosid of kynde for to be 
fraudulent. 1474 Caxton Chesse 96 He that had be a theef 
fraudelent was maad afterward a trewe procurour. 1509 Bar- 
ciay Shyp of Folys (1874) 11. 91 Agayne is the seruaunt fals 
and fraudelent. @ 163x. Donne in Sedect. (1840) 204 Is God 
so likely to concur with the fraudulent, the deceitful man, 
as with the laborious, and religious? 1796 Br. Watson 
Apol. Bible 304 Productions .. which were imposed on the 
world by fraudulent men as the writings of the holy apostles. 
1833 Hr. Martineau Berkeley the Banker t. viii, Fraudulent 
or careless issuers of convertible paper. 1858 Lp. Sr. 
Lronarps Handy-bk. Prop. Law xxi. 163 Parliament has 
made fraudulent trustees answerable criminally for their acts. 

+b. Of an animal: Crafty, deceitful. Ods, 

1608 TorseLL Serfents (1658) 676 A Chameleon is a 
fraudulent, ravening and gluttonous Beast. 

2. Characterized by, or of the nature of, fraud ; 
serving the purpose of, or accomplished by means 
of, fraud. 


1412-20 Lypc. Chron. Troy. iii, He nought aduertith the 
menyng fraudulent. cx14g0 Mirour Saluacioun 2923 Abner 
of Joab was slayne be fraudulent dissymuiling. 1529 More 
Supplic. Soulys Wks, 328/2 Their entent is fraudulent and 
false. 1571 Act 13 Eliz.c.5 Such guylefull covenous or frau- 
dulent Devyses and Practyses. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ef. i. iy. 15 Fraudulent deductions, or inconsequent illations. 
177%, Funius Lett, li, 262, I cannot .. commend him for 
making patriotism a trade, and a fraudulent trade. _1833 
J. Hottann Manuf. Metal Il. 288 The detection of a 
fraudulent balance. 1891 Law Times XC. 460/2 Induced 
by a fraudulent prospectus to make contracts whereby he 
was damnified. 1893 Sir J. W. Cuirty in Law Times 
Rep. UXVIIL. 4290/1 The case set up is one .. of fraudulent 
misrepresentation, 

+3. Path. (After fraudulentus in the L. transl. 
of Avicenna). Deceptive. Ods. 

54x R. Copranp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. Tj, The 
woundes are somtyme composed with ynnatural mater.. 
somtyme vyrulent § fraudelent venymous fylthynes [cz 
wiceribus sordidis putrefactis §- fraudulentis]. 1588 J. 
Reap Compend. Method 101 This auaileth..to all can- 
crouse and fradulent [séc] vlcers of the legges. 1615 CrookE 
Body of Man 30 These are Wevdorvedmara, Bastard, or as 
Auicen termeth them Fraudulent spirits. 


FRAUDULENTLY. 
+4. used as sd. A fraudulent bankrupt. Ods. 


1796 Mod. Gulliver's Trav. 151 A scene where fraudulents 
may learn to thrive. 

Frau‘dulently, adv. [f. prec. + -ny2.] In 
a fraudulent manner, by fraud, with intent to de- 
fraud or deceive, dishonestly, wrongfully. 

1474 Caxton Chesse 120 Dyuerce offycers accuse the good 
peple fraudulently. 1523 Lp. Berners /yoiss. I. ccoxxxv. 
330 The kyng my husbande..is taken fraudelently. 1631 
Gouce God’s Arrows m1. vii. 142 What is violently or 
fraudulently gotten wilbe lavishly spent. 1786 Burke //7. 
Hastings 1. il. §9 The correspondence concerning which 
the said Hastings hath fraudulently suppressed. 1858 Lp. 
St. Leonarps Handy-bk. Prop. Law v.27 The statement 
must be made fraudulently, that is, with an intention to 
deceive, 1887 Ziies 26 Aug. 8/6 Deserters and fraudu- 
lently enlisted men who have received..a free pardon. 


Fraudulentness (fro-dizléntnés). rare. [f. 


as prec. + -NESS.] The quality of being fraudulent. 

1727 in Bairey vol. II. 

Fraught (frot), 5d. Ods. exc. Sc. Forms: 
(? 4 frauh(t]}), 4-5 fraujte, Sc. frawcht, 5-6 Sv. 
fraucht, (5, 7 fraght), 5- fraught. [prob. a. 
MDu. or MLG. vracht (also vrecht: see FREIGHT 
sb.) freight, cargo, charge for transport ; commonly 
identified with OHG. /réht str. fem., earnings :— 
OTeut. *fra-athti-2, f. *fra-, For- pref. + *aihii- 
(=OE. #ht acquisition, property: see AuGHr), f. 
root aig-: see OWE, Own. 

The irregular vocalism of the Du. word is supposed to point 
to adoption from Frisian, From Du. or Fris. the word has 
passed into all Teut. langs., Ger. fracht, Da. fragt, Sw. 
Srakt; the parallel form vvecht has given rise to the Rom. 
forms: see FREIGHT.] 

+1. The hire of a boat for the transportation of 
a freight or cargo; the money paid for this; the 
carriage or transportation of goods, usually by 
water: =FREIGHT sd. 1. Ods. 

€1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Egipciane 482 Sad he: ‘3a, gyf 
pou has macht to pay bame pi schip fraucht.’ ‘ frawcht haf 
I nane, bruthyr der.’ c1440 Gesta Rom. xxiv. 90 (Harl. 
MS.) My fader had not to pay to the maister of the ship 
for the fraught. 1443 in Willis and Clark Cambridge (1886) 
I. 388 For fraught of. .iij tonne fro London vn to the College 
at xvjd@. the tonne. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II]. 343 
In mid water at thame he askit fraucht. 1560 RoLLAnp 
Crt. Venus 1, 684, I knew not gif he payit fraucht or fie.’ 
1655 GuRNALL Chr. 12 Armt. xxii, § t (1669) 3131/1 This is as 
if the Mariners .. should fill the ship, and leave no stowage 
for his goods that pays the fraught. 1662 Ann Kerru in J. 
Russell Haigs (1881) 472 For his fraght be sea, 10s. 

Jig. 1637 Rutuerrorp Left, (1862) I. 215 Our souls. .are 
safe over te frith, Christ having paid the fraught. 

Proverb. 1721 Kewty Scot. Prov. 318 ‘Tarry Breeks pays 

“no fraught;’.. People of a Trade assist one another 
mutually. 

+2. The cargo or lading of a ship: =F REIcHr 
5b. 2. Obs. 

[¢ 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 74 Sir Adinoth pei slouh, 
& alle pat pei mot hent. Whan pei had frauh [? vead frauht] 
inouh, ageyn tille Ireland went.] a@xzq400 Sir Beues 507 
(MS. E) Marchaundes bai fonde wondyr fale And solde hym 
for mechel frau3te [MS. A, au3te]. c1400 Destr. Troy 5384 
Pan fild pai with fraght all bere fuerse shippes. c1470 
Harpine Chron. cut. viii, He had not to his fraught, But 
fewe persones .. vnslayne. c159z2 Martowe Yew of Malta 
1. i, Bid the merchants and my men despatch, And come 
ashore, and see the fraught discharg’d. 1624 Carr. SmitH 
Virginia m1. iv. 54 Vhe fraught of this Ship being concluded 
to be Cedar..she was quickly reladed. 1685 DrypEN 7hvex. 
August, xiii, The Bark..Charg’d with thy Self and James, 
a doubly Royal fraught. 

Jig. ¢1430 Hynes Virg.76 Ful of synne is my secke; To 
pe preest y wole schewe bat frau3te, mi schip is chargid. 1642 
Mirton Afol, Smect. (1851) 266 ‘To reade good Authors. .till 
the afternoone be weary, or memory have his full fraught. 
1671 — Samson 1075 His habit carries peace, his brow 
defiance. . His fraught we soon shall know, he now arrives. 

3. cransf. A burden, load; also fig. A fraught 
of water: ‘two pailfuls’ (Jam.). Ods. exc, Sc. 

c1450 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 137 As me semyth as be 
here fraught, ‘ ffayr chylde, lullay’ sone must she syng. 

1598 FLorio, Soma ..a fraught or charge that a beast doth 
carie. 1614 C. Brooke Ghost Rich. I/J, xii, Shee long’d 
to see, Her burth’nous fraught; at last she brought forth me. 
1640 G. Sanpys Christ's Passion 1v. 343 The Crosses now 
discharged of their fraught, ‘The People fled. 1773 J. Ross 
Fratricide (MS.) u. 315 Having disburden’d of its fraught 
his breast. 1775 Pratt Liberal Opin. (1783) I. 4x All load 
this bosom with a fraught, so sore, scarce can I cater for the 
daily food. axz8z0 TANNAHILL Coggie Poems (1846) 141 
Then, O revere the coggie, sirs!.. It warsels care, it fights 
life’s fraughts. 1891 Barrie Little Minister 111. 21 To 
carry a fraught of water to the manse. 

4. Comb., as fraught money ; fraught-free adj. 

1570 Levins Manip. 10/34 Fraught money, zazluim, 1637 
Rurtuerrorp Let. 17 Sept. (1891) 516 To blow our poor 
tossed bark over the water fraught-free. 


Fraught (frot), v. Ods. exc. in pa. pple.: see 


next. Forms: 5 fraght, 5-7 Sc. fraucht, 6- 
fraught. a. 7 and fa. pple. 6-7 fraught, 
fraughted. [f. prec. sb.; cf. MDu. wrachten, 


Ger. frachten, Da. fragte, Sw. frakta.] 

+1. trans. To load (a ship) with cargo; = 
FREIGHT v. 1. Obs. 

¢ 1400 Maunprv. (Roxb.) v. 15 Pai wende gladly to Cipre 
to fraght per schippes with salt. 1577-87 HouinsHEep Chron. 
I. 30/1 Cesar was constreined to fraught those [ships] that 
he could get with a greater burden. 1633 T. Srarrorp Pac. 
Hib. 1. it. (1810) 232 Hee provided a Barke, which hee 
fraught with Hides, 1670 R. Coxe Disc. Trade 30 If we.. 
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Fraugbt any Strangers Ship for any of the Trades, it is 
forfeit with all her Goods. 


+b. transf. and fig. Ods. 

161r SHAKs. Cyd. 1, i. 126 If after this command thou 
fraught the Court With thy vnworthinesse, thou dyest. 
1612 SeLpen Drayton's Polyold. v. 265 note, His wife had.. 
fraughted her selfe. with a yong one. 1637 SucKLING 
Aglaurat.i, I have so fraught this Barke with hope, that 
it Dare venture now in any storme or weather, 

+e. To hire (a vessel) for the carriage of goods 
or passengers. Sc. Ods. 

1488 Sc. Acts Fas. [V (1814) II. 209/r And bat naine of 
oure souerane lordis liegis tak schippis to fraucht vnder 
colour to defraud oure souerane lord. 1568 Safir. Poess 
Reform. x\vi. 62 Scho [my pynnege] will ressaif na landwart 
Jok, Thocht he wald frawcht hir for a croun. 

+2. To carry or convey as freight; = Freicut 
Usi2s Sc., Obs. 


c1425 WynTouN Cvom. vi. xviii. 228 Quha evyr for his 
frawcht wald be For caus frawchtyd owre pat se. 1568 
Satir, Poems Reform. x\vi. 38 Bot, quhair scho findis a 
fallow fyne, He wilbe frawcht fre for a souss. 1581 Sc. Act 
Fas. VI, c.120(1597) 54 That nane of them conduct, fraucht, 
nor pilot onie stranger, to the said Iles. 

3. To store, supply, furnish zwz¢h (a stock of); to 
equip. Ods. exc. arch. 

1571 GoLpING Calvin on Ps. xxiii. 25 Counterfet Gods with 
which the comon errour or foly of y® world fraughteth 
heaven. 1578 T. P. Gorgious Gallery Gallant Invent., 
With phrases fine they fraught This peereles peece. 16x 
Srrep Hist. Gt. Brit, 1x. iv. §59 His new Parke at Wood- 
stocke, which he had fraught with all kinde of strange 
beasts. 1645 Br, Hatt Remedy Discontents 6x When his 
better earnings have fraught his trencher with a warm, and 
pleasing morsell. 1878 JZasgue Poets 27 All these vessels 
With deadliest poisons had been fraught. 

+b. with a person as object. Ods. 

1570 Der Afath, Pref 1x With what feats and Artes, he 
began to furnish and fraught him selfe. 1630 J. TAytor 
(Water P.) Descr. Eng. Poetry Wks. 11. 247/2, I haue..found 
such obseruations as are fit, With plenitude to fraught 
a barren wit. @ 1661 Futter Worthies (1840) I. 313 So king 
Henry full fraught all those with wealth and rewards, whom 
he retained in that employment. 


Hence Frau‘ghting v4/. si.; Frau‘ghting AA//. 
a., that forms a freight or cargo. 

1598 Forio, Porto, the cariage, bringing, or fraughting of 
any thing. 1610 Suaxs, Vevzf.1. ii. 12 The good Ship..and 
The fraughting Soules within her. 

Fraught (fot), pple. and ffl. a.; also 
fraughted, Forms: a. 4 frau3t, 5 fraght, 


(frawth, 7 frought), 4- fraught. £. 6-8 
fraughted. [pa. pple. of Fraucur v.] 
1. Of a vessel: Laden. Also frell fraught. 


a. 13.. Coer de L. 2459 The drowmound was so hevy 
fraught That unethe myght it saylen aught. 1486 Bk. SZ. 
Albans 1.j, A shippe fraght full of hawkis. c1572 Gas- 
coIGNEe Lruites Warre cvii. Wks. (1587) 136 The ships retire 
wythriches full yfraught. 1666 Lond. Gaz. No. 106/r Smaller 
Vessels that lay fraught for the Streights. 1756 Foorr Zug. 
I’y, Paris Prol., Our fleets come fraught with every folly 
home. 1827 Macautay JZisc. Poems (1860) 398 His painted 
bark of cane Fraught for some proud bazaar’s arcades. 

B. 1863 Sackvitte Juduct. Mirr. Mag. \xxi, And furth 
we launch ful fraughted to the brinke. 1623 BincHAm 
Xenophon 113 In the meane time came a Ship from Heraclea 
fraughted with Barley-meale. 1668 Lond, Gaz. No. 261/2 
The ships are said to be richly fraughted. 

2. transf. Stored, supplied, furnished, filled, 


equipped zw2¢h. 

a. 1870-6 LamparpEe Peranib. Kent (1826) 313 This River 
..was fraught with these strong and serviceable ships. 
1595 SeenseR Hymn Heavenly Beauty xxxii, That all 
the world shold with his rimes be fraught! 1605 Bacon 
Adv, Learn, 1.iv. § 10 The writings of Plinius. . being fraught 
with much fabulous matter. 1669 W.Simeson Hydrol. Chynt. 
137 The Scarborough and Malton water are better fraught 
and more richly laden with its Minerals. 1671 Mitton 2. 2. 
ut. 336 And Waggons fraught with Utensils of War. 1786 
Map. D’Arstay Diary 7 Nov., The little princess had 
excited her curiosity by the full-fraught pincushion. 1801 
SoutHey 7halaba v. iii, A desert Pelican..now, return’d 
from distant flight, Fraught with the river-stream, Her load 
of water had disburthen’d there. 1812 Crapper Zales, Pro- 
crastination 175 A silver urn with curious work was fraught. 

B. 1574 tr. MZarlorat’s Apocalips 32 In these dayes, when 
the worlde is fraughted with so manye varlettes. 1612 
Brinstey Lud. Lit. 176 For this matter of ‘Theames it is 
fraughted full of the graue testimonies. 1651 Raleigh's 
Ghost 165 All the books of the Prophets are even fraughted 
and stored with such predictions. 

b. of a person or his attributes, 

a, ?14.. Cast. Perseverance 94 in Eng. Miracle Plays 
(1890) 67 With ryche rentes thou schalt be frawth. c1530 H. 
Ruoves Bk, Nurture 312 in Babees Bk, (1868) 90 Or thou 
must take it [payne] in thy age, or be fraught full of vyce. 
1605 SuaAks. Lear 1, iv. 241, I would you would make vse of 
your good wisedome (Whereof I know you are fraught). 
1704 Swirt Wech. Operat. Spirit, A large Memory, plenti- 
fully fraught with Theological Polysyllables. 18035. Prccr 
Anecd, Eng. Lang. 86 [He] returned to Oxford full fraught 
with Greek. 

B. ax5q4x Wyarr Poet. Wks, (1861) 148 My heart above 
the brink 1s fraughted full of pain. 1586 J. Hooker Givald. 
Zrel. in Holinshed Il. r45/r The said lawiers .. thought 
themselues so well fraughted with knowledge in the laws, 
1647 A. Ross AZyst. Poet. xiv. (1675) 367 Such a father is 
fraughted with more griefs than Pandora’s box was with 
mischiefs. 1798 Missionary Mag. No. 24. 224 From these 
retreats, he often returned fraughted with light. ‘ 

3. fig. Hraught with: a. attended with, carrying 
with it as an attribute, accompaniment, etc.; b. 
‘big’ with the promise or menace of; destined to 


produce. 





FRAY. 


a. 1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 178 Such thinges as bee 
intricate and fraught with difficulties, 16501. B. Worcester’s 
Afpoph, 89 It would in charity (with which it was so fully 
fraught) do no less. 17553 Younc Centaur vi. Wks. 1757 
IV. 280 Liberty, fraught with blessings as it is, when 
unabused, has, perhaps, been abused to our destruction. 
1840 H. Ainswortu 7 ower of Lond. (1864) 70 This measure, 
which, by your own admission, is fraught with danger. 1869 
Lecky Lurop. Mor. I. i..148 Every event is therefore 
fraught with a moral import. 

B. 1578 Chr. Prayers in Priv. Prayers (1851) 485 This 
life of ours is fraughted with adversities. 1643 WirnerR 
Campo Muse 7 Those tedious Declarations, Which with 
more Wit then ‘Truth, full fraughted came. 

Fraughtage (fro'tedz). arch. 
+-AGE. } 

+1. =FREIGHTAGE I. Obs, 

1442 in Willis and Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 386 For 
fraughtage of x tonne..fro London vn to y® College at xvj d. 
the tonne. 

2. =FRBEIGHTAGE 2. Obs. exc. arch. 

1590 Suaxs. Com. Hrr. iv. i. 87 Our fraughtage sir, I haue 
conuei’d aboord. 1670 Mirron Hist. Eng. u. Wks. (1851) 
38 Broader likewise they were made, for the better trans- 
porting of Horses, and all other fraughtage. 1817 Blackw. 
Mag. 1. 153 Deep-loaded to the wale with fraughtage rich. 
1882 SwinpurNE T7istvame of Lyonesse 154 But as a mer- 
chant’s laden be the bark With royal ware for fraughtage. 

Jig. 1615 JAcKson Creed tv. m1. vii. §6 Now where the 
fraughtage, or furniture of life is precious. 

+3. The process of lading a vessel. Ods. 

1683 Brit. Spec. 84 Caesar .. ordering them [the Ships] to 
be low-built for the easier Fraughtage, and better haling 
ashore. 

+ Frauwghtsman, Sc. Ols. In 5 frauchtis- 
man. [f. fraught’s, genitive of FRAvGHT sd, + 
Man.] A freighter. 

1487 Sc. Acts Fas. F/T (1814) II. 178/2 And this to be 
serchit be be officiaris of be burgh, and the heid frauchtis- 
men of be schip, 

|| Fraulein (froiloin). 
lady, ‘Mrs’.] A young lady, ‘ miss’. 
plied in England to German governesses. 

a 1689 ErHEREDGE Poenes Wks. (1888) 378 Now sparkling 
in the Fraulein’s hair, 1883 Miss Brappon Golden Cal/i, 
The placid voice of the Fraulein demonstrating to Miss 
Mullins that..ten words out of every twenty were wrong. 

Fraunch, fraunge: see FRANCH v. 

Fraward, -wart, obs. and Sc. f. FRowARD a. 

Frawn (fron). Also 8 fraghan, 9 frauchan, 
frughan. [a. Ir. fraochan.] The Irish popular 


name of the BILBERRY. 

1726 THRELKELD Synopsis Stirp. Hibern., Vaccinia nigra 
vulgaria.. They grow in wet boggy Ground .. the poor 
Women gather them in Autumn and cry them about the 
streets of Dublin by the Name of Fraghan. 1859 W. S. 
Coteman Woodlands (1862) 92 By the Irish they [Bilberries] 
are called ‘Frawns’. 1878 Brirren & Horttanp Plant-n. 
s.v., Frughans, Vaccinium Myrtillus..Vhe old Trish name. 

+ Era‘xate, v. Obs.—° [f. L. fraxare, ‘ vigiliam 
circuire ’ (Festus): see -ATH.] (See quot.) 

1623 CockrraM, /’raxate, to goe view the watch. 

Fraxetin (fre'ksétin). Chem. A substance 
obtained along with glucose by digesting fraxin 
with dilute sulphuric acid. 

1864 in Warts Dict. Chen. 1889 Watts’ Dict. Chenz., 
Fraxetin Cy Hg O5..occurring in horse-chestnut bark, 

Fraxin (freksin). Chem. [f. L. frax(tnus) ash 
+-IN.] (See quot.) 

1864 in Warts Dict. Chent, 1889 Watts’ Dict. Chem., 
Fraxin Cig Hig O1o..A substance occurring in the bark of 
the common ash, and also, together with zesculin, in the bark 
of the horse-chestnut. 

Fraxine'lla. Also 7-8 fraxinel(1. [mod.Lat., 
dim..of L. fraxinus ash. Cf. F. fraxinelle.]) A 
name for cultivated species of dittany, esp. Dic- 


tamnus Fraxinella. 

1664 Everyn Aad. Hort, (1729) 205 May .. Flowers in 
Prime or yet lasting. . Digitalis, Fraxinella, 1688 R. Horme 
Armoury 11. 100 Solomons Seal, of some called St. Johns 
Seal..or Fraxinell. 1712 tr. Porzet’s Hist. Drugs 1, 41 
White Dittany or Fraxinella, 1824 Miss Mirrorp Vd/age 
Ser. 1. (1863) 122 Old-fashioned durable flowers, Jessamine, 
honeysuckle, and the high-scented fraxinella. . 

attrib, 1892 Symonps in Pall MallG. 15 Aug. 3/1 Amidst 
the fraxinella bushes and the chestnut copse. ; 

Fray (fréi), 50.1 Also 6 frai(e, 7 frey. [aphetic 
f, Arpray, Errray. Cf. Fray v.!] 

1. A feeling of fear; alarm, fright, terror. Also 
in phrase 4o take a or the fray. Ct. AVFRAY 5d. 2. 


Obs. exe. Sc. ; 
¢1340 Cursor M. 4775 (Trin.) Whenne iacob was moost in 
fray God him coumfortide. 1398 Trevisa Barth. DeP. hk. 
xvi. xxix. (ollem. MS.), It [the stone Crisolitus] .. helpep 
ny3te frayes and dredes. 1432-80 tr. /77gden (Rolls) I. 243 
That theire hertes scholde not be in fray or feere to beholde 
bloode. 1813 Doucias Aneis x1. xii. 5r Al suddanly the 
Latynis tuke ane fray .. and fled away. 1559-66 //is?. 
Estate Scot. in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844) 6x The Friers take- 


[f. FRAUGHT v. 


[Ger.; dim. of Frau 
Often ap- 


‘ing the fray—begane to dispose the best of their goods. 


@1649 Drumm. or Hawn, Sonn. viii, Nor shepherd hastes 
(when frays of wolves arise) So fast to fold. 1699 Dampier 
Voy. 11. 1. 148 Thus that Fray was over, and we came ashore 
again: recovered of the fright we had been in. 1819 W. 
Tennant Papistry Storm’ d (1827) 157 Whan the hail Helles- 
pont reboundit And ky on Ida’s taps confoundit Ran down 
the hills for fray. y 

+2. An assault, attack. Cf. Arpray sd. 1, Ods, 

c1430 Hymns Virg. 14 Thou woldist bleede for mannis 
nede, And suffre manye a feerdful fray. 1432-50 tr. 
Higden (Rolls) U1. 95 Hamfare, pat is, a fray made in an 


FRAY. 


howse. ¢1575 Durham Defos. (Surtees) 300 After that 
Crampton had maid a fraye of the said Martyn, one Robert 
Johnson cauld for the constable, to carry them to the stoks. 

3. A disturbance, esf, one caused by fighting ; a 
noisy quarrel, a brawl ; a fight, skirmish, conflict. 

[1382 Durh. Halm. Rolls (Surtees) 171 De quodam fray 
in campo de Walleshond per homines de ‘Tynnemouth ad 
effusionem sanguinis.] c¢1420 Chron. Vilod. 105 And all be 
ladyes..Of pis grete fraye pe wheche bye sie and herden, 
weren Sore agast. 1523 Lp. Berners /roiss. I. xvi. 16 
There began a great fraye bitwene some of the gromes and 
pages of the strangers, and of the archers of Inglande. 1609 
Rowtanps Kunaue of Clubbes 3 Fleete-street fraies, when 
Prentices With Clubs did knocke thee downe. 1698 FryER 
E. India & P. 46 The Vice-Admiral .. left not off till Night 
parted the Fray. 1799 NrLson 12 Sept. in Nicolas Dzsf, 
IV. x1 The Turks are returned to Constantinople having 
had a fray with the Sicilians. 1839 THirLwaLt Greece V1. 
157 He immediately charged into the thickest of the fray. 
1878 Bayne Purit, Rev. iv. 126 They were always eager 
for the fray. 

Proverb. a163x DONNE Sev. xl. (Alford) 306 The first 
blow makes the Wrong, but the second makes the Fray. 1676 
Hate Contenzpi. 1. 242 It is a true Proverb, It is the second 
blow makes the fray. 

b. ¢ransf. (esp. ‘a war of words’). 

rjoz C. MatHer Magn. Chr. ut. ul. i. (1852) 356 That fray 
between that Bishop, and Laud, the Bishop of London. 
1851 Bricut Sf. Eccles. Titles Bill 12 May, The noble Lord 
..commenced the fray by his celebrated letter. 1884 Riva 
Vivienne u. iv, V'll wait and see you adorned for the fray. 

+c. A din, noise, stir. Ods. 

?axsso Dunbar’s Poents(S. T. S.) Freiris of Berwik 197 
3one is Symone that makis all this fray. 1573 TussER 
Husb, \xxvii. (1878) 168 Where window is open, cat maketh 
a fray, 1632 Lirxcow Trav. x. 468 The Toune was in 
Armes, the Bells ringing .. people shouting, and Drummes 
beating. .I asked him what the fray was? 

+4. To stand at fray: to ‘show fight’. Ods. 

1727 Braptey Faw. Dict. s.v. Badger-hunting, If the 
Hounds.,undertake the Chase before he Earths, he will then 
stand at fray, like a Bear, and make most incomparable Sport. 

5. Comb., as fray-maker, -making. 

1532 Act 5 §& 6 Edw. VI, c. 4 § 3 They may be known as 
*Fray-makers and Fighters. 1643 Prynne Sov. Power 
Pari. 1. 28 Constables may by the Law .. imprison peace- 
breakers, fray-makers, riotors, and others. 1884 A. GrirFITHS 
Chron, Newgate I, vi, 233 Any church brawler .. might be 
branded with the letter F, as a fraymaker and fighter. 
@1553 Upatt Royster D.1. i. (Arb.) 12 All the day long is 
he facing and craking Of his great actes in fighting and 
*fraymaking. 

b. Special comb., as + fray-bell, an alarm-bell 
formerly sounded on the occasion of a tumult. 
Also (perh. f. the verb-stem); + fray-boggard, a 
scarecrow ; fray-bug, an object of fear; a bogy, 
spectre (whence /ray-bug vb. zvams., to scare as with 
a fray-bug ; to terrify). 

1864 J. Raine Priory of Hexham 1. p. cxxiv, The 
common-bell beginning to peal; and then the great *fray- 
bell of the monastery boomed in answer. 1535 CovERDALE 
Baruch vi, 69 Like as a *frayboggarde in a garden off 
Cucumbers kepeth nothinge, euen so are their goddes of 
wod, of syluer & golde. 1555 Saunpers in Foxe A. & JZ. 
(1563) 1043/2 Howe lothe is this loyteryng sluggard to passe 
foorth in Goddes pathe. It fantasyeth forsooth much feare 
of *fray bugges. 1592 Stuppes Motive Good Wks. 123 The 
broching of this fraibugge or scar-crow [Purgatory]. 1671 S. 
Crarke Mirr. Saints §& Sinn. (ed. 4) 1. 485 Event proveth 
that these are no Fray-Bugs. 1546 Bate Avg. Votaries u. 
Conclusion (1550) 118 They *fraybugged them with the 
thunderboltes of their excommunycacyons. 

Fray, 5.2 [f. Fray v.2] The result of fraying; 
a frayed place. 

1630 MippLeton Chaste Maid 1.i, Your purest Lawnes 
haue Frayes, and Cambrickes Brackes. 1648 Herrick 
Hesper. 9x *Tis like a Lawnie-Firmament as yet Quite 
dispossest of either fray or fret. 

Fray (frz!), v.! [aphetic f. Arrray, Errray v.] 

1. trans. To affect with fear, make afraid, 
frighten. Cf. Arrray v. 2. Ods. exc. poet. 

@ 1300, 1330 [see Frayep ZA. a.]. 13.. 2.24. Allit. P.B. 
1553 For al hit frayes my flesche be fyngres so grymme. 
14.. Sir Benes 2396 (MS. M.) The dragon kest vp a yelle, 
That it wolde haue frayed the deuyl of hel. 1531 TInDALE 
Exp. 1 Fohn (1537) 14 That..we shulde exalte our selues 
ouer you... frayenge you with the bugge of excommuni- 
cacyon. 1604 Br. W. Bartow Confer. Hampton Crt. in 
Phenix (1721) I. 154 A Puritan is a Protestant fray’d out of 
his Wits. 1742 SHENSTONE Schoolmistress 149 And other 
some with baleful sprig she ’frays. 1832 J. Bree St. Her 
bert's Isle 98 He frayed the monsters with his bugle’s sound. 
1850 Browninc Xmas Eve § Easter Day, My warnings 
fray No one, and no one they convert. 

absol. 1496 Bk, St. Albans, Fishing Cj, And when she 
hath plumyd ynough: go to her softly for frayenge. 1590 
Srenser /, Q. 11, xii. 40 Instead of fraying they themselves 
did feare, 

2. To frighten or scare away. Also Zo fray away, 
off, or owt, Cf. AFFRAY v. 4. Obs. exc. arch. 

1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 55 God hath ordeyned 
-.a specyall remedy, wherwith we may fray them away. 
1533 LINDALE Super of Lord cvb, Why fraye ye the commen 
people from the lytteral sense with thys bugge? 1586 
Martowe 1st Pt, Tamburi.v. ii, Are the turtles frayed out 
of their nests? 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage v1. i. 560 It [the 
Basilisk]..frayeth away other serpents with the hissing. 
@1716 Soutu Serm. (1744) X. 232 Can he fray off the vultur 
from his breast? 1825 Scorr Betrothed xxiii, It is enough 
to fray every hawk from the perch. 1867 Manninc Eng. & 
Christendom 154 We should have to answer to the Good 
Shepherd, if so much as one of His sheep were frayed away 
from the fold by harsh voices. 

absol. 1542 Brcon David's Harp Wks. 1564 I. 147 
Exhort unto virtue. Fray away from vice. 
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b. stmply. To drive away, disperse. : 

1635 Quartes Eyl, 1. xiv. (1718) 57 Thy light will fray 
These horrid mists. 1655 H. VauGHan Silex Scint. 1. 
Death (1858) 205 Thy shades .. Which his first looks will 
quickly fray. < 

+3. intr. To be afraid or frightened; to fear. Ods. 

@1829 Ske.ton Jwage Hypocr. 509 Yow fray not of his 
rod. 1535 Srewart Cron. Scot. 1, 606 Thai had no caus to 
dreid Nor 3it to fray. 1638 R. Bamwuie Le?t. (1775) I. 80 
This and the convoy of it make us tremble for fear of 
division..Thir thingis make us fray. 

+4. ¢vans. To assault, attack, or make an attack 
upon; to attack and drive off; varely to make a 
raid on (a place). Ods. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 5237 The grekys .. segh the kyng .. 
With fele folke vppon fote bat hom fray wold. a@1440 Sir 
Degrev. 237 Thus the forest they fray, Hertus bade at abey. 
c1575 Durham Depos. (Surtees) 286 Neither this examinate 
nor his brother..ever did lay in wayt nor frayd off the said 
Sir Richard Mylner. . 

5. zxtr. To make a disturbance; to quarrel or 
fight. Also, to make an attack upon. To fray 
z¢ out: to settle by fighting. Obs. exc. arch. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 147 Why shuld we fray ?. 
1465 Paston Lett. No. 512 11. 205 My Lord of Suffolks men 
.-fray uppon us, this dayly. 1494 Fasyan Chron. 1v. |xxi. 
(1811) 50 Conan Meridok with a certayne of knyghtes of his 
affynyte, was purposed to haue frayed with the sayd Maximus, 
and to haue distressed hym. 1566 Drant /Yorace’s Sat. 11. 
Bv b, For foode and harboure gan they fray. .with clubbes. 
1570 Song in Wit § Sci. etc. (Shaks. Soc.) 90 The sonne is 
up with hys bryght beames, As thoughe he woolde with 
the now fraye, And bete the up out of thy dreames, 1657 
Howe tt Loudinop.337 A gaol..for such as should brabble, 
fray, or break the peace. 1889 Univ. Rev. Sept. 38 Sooner 
than fray it out thou wouldst retire. 

Hence Fray‘ing vd/. sd. and ffi. a. 

¢1450 Merlin 339 Arthur was also fallen to grounde with 
the frayinge that thei hurteled to-geder. 1548 UDALL, etc. 
Erasm. Par. Fohn x. 1 They doe their endeuour to mayn- 
teyn their tyrannie with disceytes, frayinges, wiles [etc.]. 
1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 194 Of fraying of 
babes. 1577 Hanmer Anc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 394 But only 
avoideth this clause..as a fraying ghost. ~ 

Pray (frei), v.2 [ad. F. frayer :—OF. fretzer to 
tub:—L, fricare : see FRICTION.] 

I. To rub; to come into collision, 

1. intr. Of deer: (see quot. 1756). 
in ¢o fray their heads. 

1576 Turperyv. Venerie 69 The old harts do fray their 
heads upon the yong trees. 1583 SranyHuRST ve/s 1. 
(Arb.) 23 Chiefe stags vpbearing croches high from the 
antlier hauted On trees stronglye fraying, 1756 WHALLEY 
Notes on B. Fonson’s Wks. V. 103 A deer is said to fray 
her head when she rubs it against a tree to renew it. 1884 
Jerreries Red Deer vii, 112 ‘Towards the end of July—they 
are then fraying, rubbing the velvet off their new horns 
against the trees. 

2. trans. To rub away, wear through by rubbing ; 
to ravel out the edge or end of (something woven 
or twisted) ; occasionally, to chafe or irritate by 
friction. 

1710 STEELE Tatler No. 245 Pp 2 Four striped Muslin 
Night-Rails very little frayed. 1727 Braptry Mam. Dict. 
s.v. Clear Starching, Pull out your pinner, holding it by the 
Edging, with dry and clean hands lest you fray it. 1840 
Dickens Old C, Shop xvii, The very bell-rope in the porch 
was frayed into a fringe. 1873 A. Dosson Vignettes in 
Rhyme, Sundial xii, The frequent sword-hilt had so frayed 
his glove. 1884 J. F. Goopuarr Dis. Childr. iv. (1891) 77 
The polypus [should be] hooked down, and its pedicle frayed 
through with the nail [of the finger]. 

Jig. 1861 Dickens Gt. Hxfect. Il. 1 The stage coach.. 
got into the ravel of traffic frayed out about the Cross Keys. 

b. intr. Of material: To become frayed, to 
ravel out. Also with oz. 

172i Baiwey s.v., Zo fray, to fret as Cloth does by Rub- 
bing. 1798 Jane Austen Northang. Abd. (1833) I. iii. 14, 
I do not think it will wash well; I am afraid it will fray. 

ce. To rub agaznst. 

1884 Jerreries Red Deer ii. 29 Dry dark heather con- 
tinually fraying against my knees. 

+3. trans. To bruise. Also, to deflower. Obs. 

1460 Play Sacrant. 455 And wt ow® strokys we shalle 
fray hym as he was on y® rode. 1565 GoLpinG Ovid's Met. 
1x. (1593) 220 Whom being then no maid (For why the God 
of Delos and of Delphos had her fraid). 

+4. zntr. To clash, come into collision. Ods. 

c1450 Merlin 594 Ther myght aman haue sein.. many a 
shafte and shelde frayen to-geder. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
424/2 Whan he sawe. .how therthe onelye by frayeng of his 
staffe was dyched aboute. 

II. 5. [A recent adoption from Fr.] ¢vans. 
To clear, cut through, force (a path, way). 

1849 E. E. Napier Lxcurs. S. Africa 11. 81 The narrow 
thorny paths, frayed by the elephant and the rhinoceros. 
1869 Barinc-Goutp Origin Relig. Belief (1878) I. vii. 135 
Man had to fray his road through a wilderness of fable before 
he could reach the truth. 

Hence Fray‘ing vé/. sd. 

1375 Barsour Bruce x. 653 Thai..Herd bath stering, and 
ek speking, And [alswa fraying] of armyng. 

+ Fray, v.3 Os. rare. [short f. Durray v.] 
trans. Yo defray; also absol. 

1450 Plumpton Corr. 39 Nothing will they pay, without 
your said tenants will fray with them. 1631 MassincEer 
Emperor East 1v. iv, The charge of my most curious and 
costly ingredients frayed. .I shallacknowledge myself amply 


satisfied. 
+ Eray, v.4 Obs. trans. ?To fry. Also adsol. 
c1450 7wo Cookery-bks. u. 89 Caste hem and the oynons 


into bat potte with the drawen pesen, and late hem boile 


Also ¢vans. 











FRAYNE. 


togidre.. And then take faire oile and fray. 1558-68 Warpe 
tr. Alexis’ Secr. 28a, Havyng frayed and consumed it in 
hote water, give it to the woman to drinke. 

Hence + Frayed fi. a. 

c1430 Two Cookery-bks. 11.93 Take figges .. and cast a 
litull fraied oyle there-to. 3 

Fray, obs. f. and Sc. var. of fra, F Ro. 

Frayed (fré'd), pp/. a.) arch. [f. Fray v1 + 
-D 1,] ie pple. passing into pf/. a.) Afraid, 
frightened. 4 

1300 Cursor M. 5814 A neddir it was, and he was fraid. 
1330 [see Arraip 1]. c1470 Henry Wallace vi. 580 The 
fate men. .On frayt folk set strakis sad and sayr. 1523 Lp. 
Berners /orss. L clxix. 206 All the countre was so frayed, 
that euery man drue to the fortresses. @1555 LyNDESAY 
Tragedy 185 Be sey and land sic reif without releif, Quhilk 
to report my frayit hart afferis, 1608 TorseL, Serpents 
(1658) 795 The Ape is as fraid thereof, as it is of the Snail. 
1827 Hoop Mids. Fairies vii, Like a fray’d bird in the 
grey owlet’s beak. 1866 G. Macponatp Ann. Q. Neighd. 
xii. (1878) 238 With a curve in her form like the neck of a 
frayed horse. 

Proverb. 1534 Wuitinton Tudlyes Offices 1. (1540) 36 
More frayde than hurte. 1546 J. Heywoop Prov, (1867) 
9 He shail let fall all, And be more fraid then hurt. 

b. quasi-sd. in phr. for fratd=for fear, (Cf 
FERD 50.”) ‘ 

1536 Gray in State P. Hen. VIII, Il. 355 Duetie to my 
Maister, and force, constraynyth me therto, for frayd of 
worse to comme herafter. 1889 VV. W. Linc. Gloss. S.Vv., 
For fraid. .‘ for fear’. 

Hence Fray'edly adv., Fray'edness. 

1530 Patscr. 222/2 Fraydnesse, eszoy. 1560 RoLLAND 
Crt. Venus 11. 347 All for frayitnes he fell in extasie. 1570 
Henry's Wallace 1v. 244 Frayitlie [JZS. ferdely] thai rais, 
that war in to thai waynis. __ 

Frayed (fréid), ppl. 2.2 [f. Fray v.2 + -np1,] 
Rubbed, worn by rubbing, ravelled out. Also 


with out. 

1814 Scorr Ld. of Js/es v. iii, The ivy twigs were torn 
and fray’d. 1824 Lanpor ¥ohuson §& Tooke Wks. 1846 I. 
155/t The leather .. will look queerly in its patches on the 
frayed satin. 1859 TENNYSON Lid 296 His dress a suit of 
fray’d magnificence. 1865 Dickens A/ut. Fy. 1. xiv, The 
frayed ends of his dress. 1870 Morris Larthly Par. 111. ww. 
107 Not good it is to harp on the frayed string. 1884 
Western Daily Press 25 Apr. 7/5 The front of the bonnet 
is composed of frayed silk. 1889 Yohn Bull 2 Mar. =40/3 
‘The satin train had a thick ruche of frayed-out silk border- 
ing it all round. : ; . 
Jig. 1896 Daily News 11 June 3/1 This novelty is getting 
just a trifle frayed at the edges. io 

Hence Fray’edness, frayed condition. 

1893 Cassell’s Fam. Mag. June 500/2 He hands over [the 
rope] to us in all its frayedness. 

+Fray'er. Olds. [f. Frayv.}+-nr1.] a. One 
who frightens away. b. One who makes a dis- 
turbance ; a fighter, rioter. 

1494 FasyAn Chron. vi. 583 Both frayers were taken & 
brought vnto the countour in the Pultry. 1543 Brecon 
Policy War Wks. 1564 1. 143 ‘They be the aungels of God 
..the exhorters vnto vertue, the frayers away from vice, &c. 

Fraying (fré!in), vd/. sd. [f. Fray v.2] 

1. Of a deer: The action of the vb. Fray. Also 
that which is rubbed off in fraying ; ‘ peel’. 

1576 TurBerv. Venerie 243 Then he rubbeth of that pyll 
and that is called fraying of his head. 1637 B, Jonson Sad 
Sheph. 1. ii, For by his Slot, his Entries, and his Port, His 
Frayings, Fewmets, he doth promise Sport. 1825 Scorr 
Betrothed xvii, To track mischief from light words, as I 
would find a buck from his frayings. 

b. Comdb,: fraying-post, + -stock, the tree or 
other object against which a deer frays. 

1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 68 All Stags as they 
are burnish’d, beat their Heads dry against some ‘Tree or 
other, which is called their *Fraying-post. 1884 JErreries 
Red Deer vii. 113 A fir, which was used as a fraying post. 
1576 ‘Turberv. Venerie 69 When the huntsman hath founde 
his *frayingstocke, he must marke the heyght where the 
ende of his croches..hath reached. 1630 J. T’aytor (Water 
P.) Nauy Land Ships Wks. 1. 93/1 Pores, and Entryes, 
Abatures, and Foyles, F piyeA oes 

2. Ravellings. 

1855 Dickens Dorrit. xxix, Picking threads and fraying 
of her work from the carpet. 

+ Fray'ment. 00s. 
Disturbance, 

1549 CHALONER Evasm. on Folly Cj, Pan, with his so- 
daine fraiments and tumults bringeth age over all thyng. ~ 

+ Frayne, sJ.1 Ods. Also freyn. [a. OF. 
Sraisne, fresne (Fr. fréne):—L. fraxinus.| An ash. 

1325 Lai le Freine 225 The Freyns of the asche is a 
freyn After the language of Breteyn. ¢1380 Sir Ferumb. 
1035 Vnder a tre of frayne. cx490 Caxton Ovid's Met. x. 
iv, Lawrers..ffresnes, Cornyliers. 

+ Frayne, sd.2 Ols. ?A mark or streak on a 
horse. Hence + Frayned @., ? streaked ; brindled. 

1539 Richmond Wills (Surtees) 16, I bequeth to my 
brother..a great franeid meire. 1550 Will of R. Maddox 
(Somerset Ho.), My frayned gray troting gelding. 1614 
Markuam Cheap Husd, 4 His colour would euer be milke 
white with red fraynes. ’ 

+ Frayne, 56.3 Obs. rare—'. [?f. OF. fraindre 
to break; cf. Rerratn.] 

1555 Apr. Parker Ps. Aij, Observe the frayne: the 
ceasure marke To rest with note in close. 

Frayne, freyne,v. Ods.exc. dial. Forms: 
1 fregnan, frignan, frinan, 3 freinen, -ien, 
Orm, fraz3nenn, (frayny, south. vraini), 3-5 
frein(e(n, 4-5 frain(e, fran(e, -ayn(e, -eyn(e, 
(4 freygne, 5 frayen, fraynne), 9- frayn. Also 


[f& Fray v1 + -mMEnt.] 


FRAZIL. \ 


pa.t.4frain. [A Com. Teut. str. vb. inflected in 
ME. as wk. ; OE. fregnan, frignan, frinan (pa. t. 
Sregn, fran, pl. frugnon, friinon, also wk. (ge)- 
Sregnade) = OS. fregnan (pa. t. fragn), ON. fregna 
(pa. t. fra), Goth. frathnan (pa. t. frah); the 
Teut. root *f/reh-, freg- is found also in OF. 
Jricgan to ask, fricca herald, freht (=*freoht, 
Jriht) oracle, and (with different vowel-grade) in 
OS. frégén (Du. vragen), OHG. fragén, Sréhen 
(MHG, vrégen, mod.Ger. fragen); further (with 
metathesis), OHG. fer to ask, beg. ‘The OAryan 
root is *Jrek-, prk-, found e.g. in L. precdri to 
Pray; and with -s#- suffix in L. foscere (:—*pork- 
sk-), Ger. forschen to demand.] 

1. trans. To make inquiry of (a person) about 
(something); =Ask v. 2-6 (which see for con- 
structions). 

Beowulf (Z.) 1319 (He) fraegn zif him were efter neod- 
ladum niht zetawse. a800 Corpus Gloss. C 581 (Hessels) 
Consulo, frigno. cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist, tv. iii. (1890) 268 
Hine frugnon and ascodon his geferan, for hwon he pis dyde. 
c1000 Ags. Ps, cxxxvili[i]..20 Pone feelan zebanc frine me 
syppan. c1z05 Lay. 30734 Brien hine gon freeine of his 
fare-coste. @ 1300 Cursor JZ, 7193 Sua lang sco frain him, 
pat bald, pat suilk a gabinghe hirtald. ¢ 1325 AZetr. Home. 
(1862) r5r And this ermyt bigan to frain At Satenas, hou he 
hafd spedde. 1377 Lancu. ?. Pé. B. vit. 3 And frayned ful 
oft of folke pat I mette, If ani wi3te wiste where dowel was 
at Inne. c1420 Six Amadace (Camd.) xvii, Sir Amadace 
franut hur the marchandes name. a31450 Le AZorte Arth. 
678 And sithe he freyned also swithe, ‘ How fares my lady 
brighte’? xsor Douce as Pad. Hon, 1. xi, 1..fast at thame 
did frane Quhat men thay wer? 1522 Ske.ton Why nat 
to Court 397 Of you I wolde frayne Why come ye nat to 
court. 1555 App. Parker Ps. xxviii. 65 Theyr myndes 
disdayne Gods actes to fraine. 1575-6 Durham Defpos. 
(Surtees) 270 The said Umphra frayned the said Thomas, 
r1s92 Warner 4/6, Hug, vit. xxxvii. (1612) 181, I, musing, 
frain’d her meaning. 1703 Tuorrssy Les. to Ray (E. D.S.) 
Frayn, toask. Lanc. 1803 W.S. Rost Amadis 160 Frayn'd 
by the knight, they told, a beautious maid .. Was borne a 
prisoner. } is : : 

b. intr. To make inquiries; to inquire a¢ or 
of (a person) ; to ask afer (a person), of = about 
(a thing). 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. wv. xix. [xxi], (1890) 316 Swa swa me, 
seolfum frinendum .. Wilferb biscop segde. ¢ 1200 OrmIN 
19628 Pa Farisewwess haffdenn sket Off Cristess dedess 
fraj3nedd. cx2785 O. E. Misc. 92/73 Pagh bu frayny after 
freond, ne fyndestu non. @1300 Cursor AZ, 3849 Pai fran- 
nid o bar frendes fare. a@x1qz0 Hocc.rve De Reg. Princ. 
3745 Thus of hir he gan to axe and freyne. ¢1420 Si 
Amadace (Camd.) lvi, If he frayne o3te aftur me .. Say 
him my sute is quite. c1430 Sy Tryam, 1099 The kyng 
at hym can frayne. cx1q4so Hottanp Howat 261 He 
franyt Of thar counsall in this caiss. ¢ 1475 Rauf Coilzear 
227 He began to frane farther mair. 1568 A. Scorr 
Poems (S. ‘I. S,) xxxiv. 45 3e preiche, 3e fleich, 3e frane, 

2. a. trans. To ask for (a thing) ; to request (a 
person) fodosomething. b. zz¢r. To ask, request. 


Const. for. 

13.. &. Z. Allit. P. A. 129 Fortune fares ber as ho fray- 
nez. ¢14283 WynTouN Cyov, vill. vi. 39 For pis as scho 
fraynyd fast, He consentyd at pe last. c1430 Syr Gener, 
(Roxb.) 485 He can him frayn Al the sothe him to sayn, 

Hence + Fray‘ning v/. sd. 

a@1300 Cursor M, 27371 Pe preist bi-gin pan his franyng. 
¢13378 Sc. Leg. Saints, Adrian 30 Pe kynge..one bis wyis 
mad franyng. ¢1394 P. PZ. Crede 27 By a fraynyng for- 
pan failep ber manye. 1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. (821) 
Il. 207 At last, be lang franing of his wife, he schew quhat 
schame the king had done to him. 

Frayturer : see FRATERER. 

Frazil (frézi'l). [?A Canadian use of F. fratsz/, 
coal-dust, cinders.| In Cavada and U.S. Ice formed 
at the bottom of a stream, anchor-ice. Also aztrzd. 

1888 Montreal Gaz. 17 Mar. (Cent.), It has been sug- 
gested that it may be due to the accumulation of frazil 
or anchor-ice. 1893 Boston (Mass.) Youth's Companion 
9 Feb. 71/4 The greater the surface of the swift open water, 
the greater the quantity of frazil made in a minute, hour, or 
day. Every open rapid is, in ‘zero weather ’, a frazil-factory, 


Frazzle (frez’l), v. dza/. and U.S. Also 
frazle. [Cf. Fasrnv., and Fray v.2] trans. To 
fray, wear out, tear to rags or ribbons, Zz. and fig. 
Hence Fra‘zzled /#/. a. Also Frarzzle sd., the 
state of being frazzled or worn out; Fravzzlings, 


ravellings. 

a 1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia, Frazle, to unravel or rend 
cloth. #razdings, threads of cloth, torn or unravelled. 1893 
Amer. Missionary (N. Y.) Dec. 418 One’s garments get 
frazzled in the grass; one’s mind and body and spiritual 
sense sometimes become frazzled, torn to pieces, good-for- 
nothing. 1894 Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 2 Jan.,'Two years 
ago his nerves were worn to a frazzle over an attempt made 
to levy a tax. 1898 Nebraska State Frnl. 23 June 3/1 
Everyone believed that Thomas would..plant the frazzled 
banner of the distillers in its place. 


Freak (frzk), 53.1 [Not found before 16th c. ; 
possibly introduced from dialects, and cognate with 
OE. frician (Matt. xi. 17) to dance.] 


° 
1. A sudden causeless change or turn of the mind ; 


a capricious humour, notion, whim, or vagary, 
1563 Mirr. Mag., Fane Shore ii, Fortunes frekes. 1590 
Spenser J. Q. 1. iv. 50, I feare the fickle freakes .. Of For- 
tune. 1632 Marmion Hodland’s Leaguer u. i, Her Pll make 
A stale, to take this courtier ina freak, 1661 CowLry Disc. 
Govt, O. Cromwell Wks. 1710 11. 664 Now the Freak takes 
him and he makes seventy Peers of the Land at one clap, 
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1712 STERLE Spect, No. 427 ® 2 Sometimes in a Freak [she] 
will instantly change her Habitation. 18z2 H. & J. Smirit 
Rej. Addr, 79 Amid the freaks that modern fashion sanc- 
tions, It grieves me much to see live animals Brought on the 
stage. 1867 Lapy Herbert Cradle LZ. vi. 158 Ibrahim 
Pasha, in a freak of tyrannical fury, turned every Mahometan 
out of the city. x189x E. W. Gosse Gossip Libr. v. 56 One 
of the grimmest freaks that ever entered into a pious mind. 

2. The disposition of a mind subject to such 
humours ; capriciousness. 

1678 R. L’Estrance Seneca’s Mor. (1702) 54 It is the 
Freak of many People, they cannot do a good Office, but 
they are presently boasting of it. 1822 Hazzitr Tadble-t. 
Ser. 11. xviii, 380 Several. .have ruined their fortunes out of 
mere freak. 1848 C. Brontr ¥. Zyve xiii, A decent quies- 
cence under the freak of manner, gave me the advantage. 

3. A capricious prank or trick, a caper. 

1648 Hunting of Hox 40 They have.. played freakes 
[printed reakes] in the Country. 1724 Gay Quiduuncki’s, 
‘Thus, as in giddy freaks he bounces, Crack goes the twig, and 
in he flounces! 1840 Baruam /xgol. Leg., Yackdaw, The 
priests, with awe, as such freaks they saw, Said: The Devil 
must be in that little Jackdaw. 1865 TrRottorr Belton Est. 
i. 3 Expelled from Harrow for some boyish freak. 


4. A product of irregular or sportive fancy. 

1784 Cowrer Zask v. 130 Thy most magnificent and 
mighty freak [an ice-palace], The wonder of the North. 
1856 Emerson Ang. Traits, Wealth Wks. (Bohn) II. 74 
Strawberry Hill of Horace Walpole, Fonthill Abbey of Mr. 
Beckford, were freaks. 

b. (More fully freak of nature, = lusus nature) : 
A monstrosity, an abnormally developed individual 
of any species; in recent use (esp. U.S.), a living 
curiosity exhibited in a show. 

1847 A. M. Gitriam Trav. Mexico 230 Many were .. the 
freaks of nature, that I beheld in the singular formations of 
the rocks. 1883 Daily News 1x Sept. 2/5 An association of 
. natural curiosities usually exhibited at booths. .called the 
‘Freaks’ Union’, the word freaks being an abbreviation of 
the term ‘ freaks of nature’ by which these monstrosities are 
described. 189 C. James Rom. Rigmarole 130 The two 
freaks were retired into private life for purposes of refresh- 
ment. 

5. Comb., as freak-show ; freak-doing adj. 

1862 R. H. Patterson Zss. Hist. §& Art 470 The freak- 
doing Aswins. 1887 E.R. PENNELL in Contemp. Rev. Mar. 400 
note, What I should call penny peep, or rather freak, shows. 

Hence Frea‘kdom, the region or domain of ca- 
price; Frea‘kery, freaks collectively; Frea*kful 
a., freakish, capricious ; Frea*ksome a. = prec. 

1820 Krats Lamia 1. 230 By some freakful chance. 1854 
Chamb. Frui. V1, 175 The Puck of Fancy, that freaksome, 
tricksy wight. 1873-4 A. J. Exxis in Trans. Philol. Soc. 15 
Was it [‘scrumptious’]..a pure fancy of the moment, with 
nothing but absurdity and freakdom to generate it? 1876 
J. Weiss Wit, Hum. §& Shaks.i. 5 What a wide range of 
Nature’s curious freakery a forest has ! 


Freak (frzk), 56.2 [f. Frmak v.] <A fleck or 
streak of colour. 


1870 LowELt Study Wind. (1871) 2t5 These quaint freaks 
of russet [in an old book] tell of Montaigne. 

Freak (frzk), v. [f. Freak 56.1; the word 
(in sense 1) seems to have been formed by Milton.] 

l. trans. To fleck or streak whimsically or 
capriciously ; to variegate. Usually in pa. pple. 

1637 Mitton Lycidas 144 The pansy freaked with jet. 
1726-46 THomson Winter 814 And dark embroun’d, Or 
beauteous freakt with manya mingled hue. 1834 Beckrorp 
Italy 1, 80 Collecting dianthi freaked with beautifully varied 
colours. 1880 SwinsurNne Studies ix Song 15 The very dawn 
was..freaked with fire. 

Jig. 1803 W. Taytor in Monthly Mag. XVI. 221 The 
anxious elaboration of a style freaked with allusions. 

2. intr. To practise freaks; to sport, gambol, 
frolic. 

1663 [see FREAKING AJ. a.]. a@ 1820 J. R. Drake Culprit 
Fay xxvi. 1836 Then glad they left their covert lair, And 
freaked about in the midnight air. 

Freak, var. form of 'rreKkn, Ods., man. 

+ Freaking, #//. a. Olds. [f.FRreakv.] Ad- 
dicted to freaks, freakish. 

1663 Flagellum, or O. Cromwell (x672) 140 After 4 daies 
time din which Feak and his Freaking Partisans were almost 
run from their wits), 1665 Perys Diary 25 Jan., He told 
me what a mad, freaking fellow Sir Ellis Layton hath been, 


Freakish (fr7kif), a. [f. Freak sd.1 +-18H.] 
1. Full of freaks, characterized by freaks, capri- 


cious, whimsical. 

1653 H. More Conject. Cabbal. (1713) 186 Without any 
such freakish conceits. 1673 Wycuertry Gent. Dancing- 
Master 1. i, An ill-contrived, ugly, freakish fool. x7z2 
Steere Sgect. No. 514 * 4 The most wild and freakish garb 
that can be imagined. 1784 Cowrrr 77%roc. 605 His freakish 
thoughts. 179x W. Bartram Carolina 249 We found our 
companions busily employed in securing the young freakish 
horses, 1812 W. Tennant Azster F.1. viil, Her trees of 
tinsel kiss’d by freakish gales, 1863 Gro. Exior Romola 
1. iii, Look at that sketch: itisa fancy of. .a strange freakish 
painter, 1870 Lowet Study Wind. (1886) 40 Our freakish 
climate. 1873 Postr Gaius 1. (ed. 2) 122 ‘The synthesis of 
title and right in Civil law may be freakish and capricious, 

2. Of the nature of a freak, curious, grotesque. 

1805 Scorr Last Minstr. 1. xi, The ozier wand In many 
a freakish knot had twined. 1827 Hoop Afids. Katries 
Ixxxviii, He.. had stuck His freakish gauds upon the 
Ancient’s brow. 

Hence Frea‘kishly adv., Frea'’kishness. 

1678 Trans. Crt. Spain 26 Let us admire the freakishness 
of worldly affairs. a 1714 J. Suarr Wks. (1754) V. ii. 48 Such 
apiece of folly and freakishness, 1727 Battry vol. Il, Freak- 
whe, 1827 Scorr Fr. 27 Apr., That freakishness of humour 
which made mea yoluntary idler. 1873 Symonps Gr, Poets 














FRECK. 


vii. 204 But gods intervene mechanically and freakishly, like 
the magicians in Ariosto or Tasso. 1888 Repentance P. 
Wentworth I. 340 You. .are fully persuaded I did it out of 
sheer freakishness. 

Freaky (fr7ki), a. [f. Fruax 56.1 + -yl] = 
FREAKISH. 

1824 Blackw, Mag. XV. 453 Instead of. .clipsome hedges 
and freaky meadows..his faded eye could only fall upon 
horrid bars and walls. 1891 /déd. CX LIX. 107/2 Theodora 
was..a slippery, freaky little creature. 

Hence Frea‘kiness. 

1886 ‘’. Rooseverr Hunting Trips 347 No other species 
seems to show such peculiar ‘freakiness’ of character, both 
individually and locally. 

+ Fream, sd. Obs.—° ‘Arable land worn out of 
heart, and laid fallow till it recover’ (Phillips 1671). 

Phillips appends this definition to his explanation of 
Frreameth (see next); Kersey 1706 refers it, prob. rightly, 
to Kream. The word is otherwise unknown. 

Fream (fr7m), v. Also 6 (? ervov.) froam. [Of 
uncertain origin. 

Perh. an artificial term suggested by L. /remére to roar 
(EF. frémir, to shudder, is too remote in sense). But quot, 
1876 suggests that it may, with unexplained irregularity, 
represent OAngl. A7éma=WS. hrteman, to cry out.] 

intr. To roar, rage, growl: sfec. of a boar. 

1576 Turberv. Venerie 238 A Bore freameth. 1583 
Stanyuurst #xezs 11, (Arb.) 5x Hee freams, and skrawling 
to the skye brays terribil hoyseth. /d7d. 1v. (Arb.) 100 
Hudge fluds lowdlye freaming from mountayns loftye be 
trowlling. 1660 Howe.t Parly of Beasts viii. 113 He [a man 
turned into a boar] did. .extreamly froam at his own Country- 
men. 1674 N. Cox Gent?. Recreat, 1. (1677) 11 Terms for 
their Noise at Rutting time .. A Boar Freameth. 1711 
Puckxite Club ie An hart bellows, a buck groyns..a boar 
freams. [1876 Whitby Gloss.. Freeam or Reeam, to 
scream.] 

+ Frean, v. MZandge. Obs. (See quot.) 

1607 Markuam Caval. vi. 28 If he will lie downe and 
tumble, which horsmen call Freaning, you shall not onely 
giue him leaue, but..helpe him to wallow ouer and ouer. 

+ Freare. Sc. Obs. =F Rat 56.1 

1865 Aderd. Reg. V. 25 (Jam.) Fywe half frearis of feggis, 
@1575 Diurn, Occurrents (1833) 292 Ane frear of feggis, 
1582-8 Hist. Fames VI (1804) 166 Quhilk was convoyit to 
the castell of Edinburgh in a freare of fegges, 

Freat, obs. form of Fret. 

Freathe (fr73), v. Sc. [? repr. OF. (4-)/réodan 
to foam (pa. pple. -/roden: cf. FROTH sd.).] 

1. znztr. To froth or foam. 

1785 Burns Sc. Drink x, O rare! to see thee fizz an’ freath 
I’ th’ lugget caup ! 

2. trans. To make to froth or lather. 

1725 Ramsay Gentle Sheph. 1. ii. song v, We're not yet 
begun To freath the graith. 

Freche, obs. form of FrmsH. 

+Frechedly, adv. Obs. rare—1. [2 £. frech 
var. of Freck +-ED1+-Ly%.]  Greedily. 

c1480 Myrc 1332 Ete or dronke to frechedely. 

Freck, frack (frek, frek), a. Ods. exc. Se. 
Forms: a. I free, 3 frech, south. vrech, 4 freck, 
-kk(e, 4-5 frek(e, (5 freik), 8-9 Sc, freck. 8. 
Sc. 6-7 frak, 6-9 frack. [Com. Teut.: OE. /rec, 
Jric, frec=OHG. freh covetous, greedy (MHG. 
vrech courageous, Ger. fvech bold, insolent), ON. 
Jrekr greedy (Sw. frack daring, Da. frek), Goth. 
(fathu) friks (fee-)greedy, covetous. Cf, FRIKE @., 
which seems to have been confused with this word. ] 

1. Desirous, eager, prompt, quick, ready. Const. 
gen. (OE. only) Zo with sd. or vd. in inf. To make 


Sfreck ; to make ready. 
axooo Boeth. Metr. viii. 15 Hweet hi firenlusta frece ne 
weron. c¢1208 Lay. 9419 To heo eoden alle afoten & swide 
freche weoren. @ 1300 Cursor M, 5198 To bidd hast now 
es nan sa frek. 1352 Pol. Poems (Rolls) I. 68 Doghty 
men .. That war ful frek to fight. c1qso0 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 4441 He was freke his name to frayne. 1560-78 
Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot, (1621) Pref., Frack to preach the 
Gospell in Scotland, as in another Antiochia, @ 1572 Knox 
Hist, Ref. Wks. 1846 I. 104 The merchantis maid frack to 
saill. 1819 W. Tennant Papistry Storm’d (1827) 119 Hae 
ye your man by acht o'clock, A’ frack and furnish’t for 
the shock. 1820 Scorr Aééo¢ xxxiv, You know whether 
I am so frack as the serving-man spoke him. 
b. In bad sense: Greedy, gluttonous ; also, keen 


for mischief, ; 

¢930 Lindisf Gosp. Matt. xi. 19 Heonu monn fric. a 1225 
Ancr. R. 128 Pe vox is ec a wrecche vrech best, and fret 
swude wel mid alle. ¢1275 O. 2, Misc. 75 Ac sathanas be 
frecche Pe saule wule drecche, Hwanne he agult habbep. 

2. Lusty, strong, vigorous. E 

xg00-20 Dunpar Poevis liii. 23 On all the flwre thair was 
nane frackar. 1869 in Napier J7emz. (1793) 127 Thou art the 
frackest felow amang them. 1820 Scorr Addot xxxiv, Un- 
likely men to stay one of the frackest youths in Scotland of 
his years. 


Freck (frek), sd. rare—'. [?Shortened from 


_ FREOKLE 5d,] =F RECKLE. 


1866 [ntedl. Observ. No. 53.349 Burnt-umber spots and frecks. 

+ Freck, frack, v.! Sc. Ods. [f. the ad)j.] 
intr. To move swiftly ornimbly, : 

1813 DouGLas ‘ners 1. i. 62 As the Troianis frakkis our 
the fluide. /d7d. v. iv. 101. 

Freck (frek), v.2_ [? Shortened from FRECKLE v. 
or var. of FREAK v.] ¢vans. To mark with spots 
or freckles ; to dapple. 

162x G. Sanpys Ovid’s Met. u. (1626) 43 There shee a 
bloodlesse Statue sate, all freckt. 1821 CLare V7/. Minstr. 


FRECKEN. 


II. 3 Eve put on her sweetest shroud .. Freck'd with white 
and purple cloud. 1869 LoweLt Cathedr. Poet. Wks. (1870) 
25 The painted windows, frecking [ed. 1890 IV. 47 freaking] 
gloom with glow. ; 

Fre‘cken, sJ. Olds. exc. dial. Forms: 4 
frekne, 5 frakyn(e, 5-6 frakene, 6 fracin, frack- 
ne, freken, -in, 7 frechon. [a.ON. /reknur pl. 
(Sw. frakne, Da. fregne).] A freckle. 

c 1386 Cuaucer Avt.’s T, 1311 A fewe freknes in his face 
y-spreynd. 14.. Nov. in Wr.-Wiilcker 680/3 Hec denticuda, 
afrakyn. 1545 Raynotp Byrth Mankynde w. vi. (1634) 200 
Frekens..may be taken away by often anoynting them with 
the oyle of Tartar. 1621 Burton Axat, Med. 11. ii. v1. iii. 
(1651) 562 Reddestreeks, frechons, hairs, warts. a 1825 ForBy 
Voc. E. Anglia, Freckens, freckles. t 

Hence Fre‘ckened ///. a., marked with freckles. 

?a1400 Morte Arth. 1081 His forhevede alle was it over, 
As pe felle of a froske, and fraknede it semede. c¢1440 


Promp. Parv. 176/t Fraknyd, idem guod Frakny. 1877 in 
N. W. Linc. Gloss. : ; 
Frecken (fre‘kén), v. Aglo-Trish, etc. [mis- 


pronunciation of Fricuren.]. ¢ravs, To frighten. 


Also with of. 

1847 Lr Fanu 7. O’Brien 230 ‘A whole parish that was 
freckened beyant all tellin’.’ 1894 Hatt Caine Manxman 
347 ‘May be it was myself she was freckened of.’ 

Freckle (frek’l), sb. Forms: 5-6 fracel, 
-le, frakel, -il, -le, 6 frekell(e, -le, -yll, 6-7 
freck-(e)l, 7 frecle, -lle, 6- freckle. [Altera- 
tion of FRECKEN. ] 

1. A yellowish or light-brown spot in the skin, said 
to be produced by exposure to the sun and wind. 

c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 189 Of cloop bat is clepid fraclis 
or goute roset. 1544 PHarr Regine. Lyfe (1553) Bva, Lac 
virginis. .taketh awaie frekles of y® visage. 1612 WooDALL 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 163 The legs and thighes dis- 
coloured into frekels. 1700 DrypEn Palanion & A. i. 76 
Some sprinkled freckles on his face were seen, Whose dusk 
set off the whiteness of the skin. 1775 Sueripan Duenna 
1. ii, Her skin .. spangled here and there with a golden 
freckle. x188x Besant & Rice Chafl. Fleet I, 5 She was 
running about without thinking of freckles. 

jig. @1535 More Wks. 7 He semed somwhat besprent 
wt the frekell of negligence. 

2. Any small spot or discoloration. 

1547 Borpe /ntrod. Knowl. i. (1870) 127 If a man doth 
cast a cupe..in the well, it wyll be full of droppes or frakils. 
1590 SHAKS. JZ7zds. N.u. i. 13 In their [Cowslips’] gold coats, 
spots you see, Those be Rubies, Fairie fauors, In those 
freckles, liue their sauors. 1693 EvELYN De la Quint. Conipd. 
Gard. 3 One would take them at first but for little reddish 
Frecles and Spots. 1784 Cowper 7ask vi. 241 Not a flower 

3ut shows some touch, in freckle, streak, or stain, Of his 
~nrivalled pencil. 1813 1. Forster Atmos. Phenom. (1815) 
78 A sort of cirrostratus like little freckles. 1832 BowLrs 
St. John in Patnios v. 57 Not a freckle stained the firma- 
ment High overhead. 

transf. 18.. O. W. Hotmes Good Time Going, This 
little speck, the British Isles? ’Tis but a freckle: never 
mind it! 

+3. 2A wrinkle. Ods. 

1519 Horman Vlg. 169 b, They fille vp theyr frekyllys : 
and stretche abrode theyr skyn with tetanother. 

4. Comb., as freckle-water ; freckle-faced adj. 

1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2380/4 Charles Vine..freckle Fac’d 
..Run away from his Master. 1856 ANNE MANNING Jasso 
§ Leonora 100, I am off to the Barber-surgeon’s to buy 
some freckle-water for Madama Leonora. 1884 Harger's 
Mag. Jan. 307/1 You were freckle-faced. 

Freckle (fra'k’l), v. _ [f. the sb.] 

1. ¢rans. To cover with freckles or spots. 

1613 CuapMan Revenge Bussy d’Ambotis Plays 1873 11. 107 
The bloud She so much thirsts for, freckling hands and 
face. 1823 J. Bapcock Dow. Amusem. 68 Persons naturally 
with brown skins, are blistered or freckled less than those 
who are fairer. 1844 Hoop Discov. in Astron. ii, ‘ Lord, 
master .. To wonder so at spots upon the sun! I'll tell you 
what he’s done—Freckled himself’ 

b. zztr. To appear in spots or patches. 

1821 CrarE Vill. Minstr. 1. 207 The sunbeams, filtering 
small, Freckling through the branches fall. J/did. II. 201 
Where the sunshine freckles on the eye Through the half- 
clothed branches in the woods. 

2. intr. To become marked with freckles. 

1842 THackeray /7tz-Boodle’s Conf. Wks. 1869 XXII. 220 
Those fair complexions, they freckle so. 1889 ANSTEY 
Pariah 1. iv, You know I never freckle. 

Freckled (frek’ld), 4/7. a. Also 4 y-fracled, 
5 y-freklet, fraculd. [f. FREcKLn 5d. +-ED 2.] 

1. Marked with freckles. 

1440 [see Freckny]. 1602 Marston Ant. & Mel. iv. 
Wks. 1856 I. 50 She hath a freckled face. 1680 Lond. 
Gaz, No. 1532/4 With pock-holes in his face, and freckled. 
1751 Gorpon Another Cordial for Low Spirits 11. 138 One 
of the Barkin-Tribe, with weather-beaten Countenance and 
freckl’d Fist. 18853 Runciman Skippers §& Sh. 232 The 
freckled children looked hard and healthy. 

2. Spotted; dappled; variegated. 

c1380 Sir Ferumnzb. 3659 Is stede, Al y-fracled wyp whit & 
rede. 1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv. (E.E.T.S.) 233 
Eyen..whit y-freklet, or I-sprotid. ¢1614 Drayton Quest 
of Cynthia Wks. (1748) 227 We'll angle in the brook, ‘The 
freckled trout to take. 1674 N. Cox Gent. Recreat. 1. 
(1677) 41 Their [Hounds’] Legs freckled with red and black. 
182x Crare Vill. Minstr. 1. 140 Freckled cowslips are 
gilding the plain. 1876 Rock T7eaxt. Fabry. 63 Velvet.. 
freckled with gold thread sprouting up like loops. 

+ 3. Resembling a freckle. Ods.—1 
_ 1611 Bisre Lev. xiii. 39 It is a freckled spot that groweth 
in the skin. 

4. Comb., as freckled-Saced adj. 

r6xr Speep Theat. Gt. Brit. (1614) 107/2 When a stout 
frecled faced King should passe over that ford, then the 
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power of the Welshmen should be brought under. 1687 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2256/4 They were taken away by a Fellow 
..swarthy and freckled Faced. 1885 Brack White Heather 
ii, The little red-headed, freckled-faced lassie. 
Hence Freckledness, the state of being freckled. 
1611 Cortcr., Canesille..the frecklednesse of a face. 


Freckling (fre‘klin), vd/. sb. [f. FRECKLE v. 
+ -ING1.] The action of the verb FrecKLE. In 
quots. quasi-concr., a mark like a freckle. Also 
collect., a marking with freckles. 

1820 Krats Lamia t. 159 A deep Volcanian yellow. . Made 
gloom of all her frecklings, streaks and bars. 1882 Garden 
28 Jan. 68/3 A white variety without the external freckling 
is not uncommon. 

Fre‘cklish, @. vare—’. 
-ISH.] Somewhat freckled. 

1692 Lond. Gaz. No, 2809/4 Timothy Phillips .. pale and 
frecklish..went away. gach a..Sum of Money. 

Freckly (fre‘kli), a. [f. FReckie sd. + -¥ 1] 
Full of spots or freckles. 

a1704 T. Brown Highlander 14 He.. plumps his Freckly 
Cheeks with stinking Weed [Tobacco]. 1740 Pinepa Spaz. 
Dict., Sarpullido, freckly, motly, or full of small Spots. 

+ Freckly, fravckly, adv. Chiefly Sc. [f. 
FRECK @.+-LY%.] a. Voraciously, greedily. b. 
Eagerly, with spirit, promptly, lustily. 

a. ¢ 1205 Lay. 31772 He et of ane uisce urechliche swide. 
1375 Barsour Brace vu. 166 Thai rostit in hy thair met, 
And fell rycht frakly for till et. 

b. c¢1440 York Myst. xi. 393 Do charge oure charyottis 
swithe And frekly folowes me. 1813 DouGLas A@ eis vi. 
vii. 164 Wonder frakly thai Onto thair labour can thaim all 
addres. 1600 J. Metvirt Diary (1842) 362 The gentilmen 
offerit tham selves verie fraclie. @165x CALDERWoop //ist. 
Kirk (Wodrow Soc.) III. 669 How fracklie, as a perjured 
and man-sworne person he went forward. 
+Fre‘ckny, ¢. Ods—1 In 5 frakny.  [f. 
FRECKEN sd. +-Y1; =Sw. frdknig.] Freckled. 

c 1440 Promp. Parv. 176/1 Frakny, or fraculde (P. frekeny) 
lentigi(n)osus. 

+ Fre‘ddon, v. Ods. Also 6 firdon, friddon, 
fridoun. [ad. Fr. fredonner.] intr. To hum, 
warble, quaver. Hence + Fri'ddoning v0/. sd. 

1584 SOUTHERNE in Puttenham Lg. Poesie 11. xxii. (Arb.) 
260, I will freddon in thine honour. 1588 A. Hume T7iumph 
Lord 207 Douce friddoning of flutes. 1599 — [see Frrpon.] 
16.. MontGomErir Cherrie § Slae vii (in Evergreen), Com- 
pleitly, mair sweitly, Scho fridound flat and schairp. 
+Frede, v. Forms: 2-4 frede(n; also 1 ze- 
frédan, 3-4 south. ivrede(n. [OE. (ge)/rédan 
wk. vb., f. frdd wise; =MDu. vroeden, OHG. 

Jruotan.| trans. To be sensible of, feel, perceive ; 
with direct 067. or with sentence as 0/7. Also ref. 
c888 K. AiLrrep Boeth. xli. §4 Sio zefrednes hine mez 
Zegrapian & qeeeees peet hit lichoma bib. ¢1000 ASLFRIC 
Hom. 1. 544 Hi swurdes ecge ne gefreddon. cx000 Ags. 
Gosp. Mark v. 29 Heo on hire zefredde [c 1160 Hatton 
fredde] Szet heo of Sam wite zeheled wees. cx1z05 Lay. 
27138 Ah he herm ivredde: his he3e men he losede. c 1275 
Sinners Beware 197 in O. E. Misc. 78 Bute we vs bi-rede 
Pe gost hit schal ivrede. c¢1315 SHOREHAM 22 3ef that 3e 
fredeth 3ou, That he ne be nau3t digne For te be housled. 
c1320 Seuyn Sag. (W.) 1514 His wife lai warme abedde 
And solas of hire lemman fredde. 1390 Gower Conf. II. 
374 If that I her fredde, Whan I toward offring her ledde. 

Frederize, v. zonce-wd. [f. Frederick + -128.] 
intr. To take the part of the Emperor Frederick. 
1618 Danie Coll. Hist. Eng., Hen. II1, (an. 1246) 138 Vpon 
the Popes. .dispising the Kings message (who, he said, began 
to Frederize). : 
|| Fredon. Ods. [Fr. fredon in similar sense.] 
A particular sequence of cards: see quot. 

1798 Sporting Mag. XII. 142 The fredon which is four 
tens, four aces, four nines, etc. 

Fred-stole: see FRITHSTOOL, 

Free (frz), a. 
frioh, fri, fry, friz, 2-3 fri(e, 3-4 freo, (3 south. 
vreo), 4 fry, frey, south. vry, vri, 6 frye, 6-7 
(chiefly Sc.) frie, 2-6 fre, 4— free. [Com. Teut.: 
OE. fréo, frto, frig corresponds to OF ris. fr7, OS. 
vé (recorded only as sb. and in the compound 
Sri-lik; Du. vrij), OHG. fr# (MHG. wri, mod. 
Ger. frez), ON. *fri-r (lost exc. in the compound 
Sridls :—*fri-hals ‘free-necked’, free ; the mod.Icel. 
Jrti, Sw., Da. fz are adopted from Ger.), Goth. 
Jrei-s:—OTeut. *frijo- free:—OAryan *frzyo-, re- 
presented by Skr. przyd dear, Welsh rifdd free, 
f. root *Jrz to love (Skr. gv? to delight, endear ; 
OSI. przatelt friend, Goth. /rijén, OK, fréon to 
love, whence FRIEND), 

The primary sense of the adj. is ‘dear’; the Germanic 
and Celtic sense comes of its having been applied as the 
distinctive epithet of those members of the household who 
were connected by ties of kindred with the head, as opposed 
to the slaves. The converse process of sense-development 


appears in Lat. /zde7z ‘children’, literally the ‘free’ members 
of the household.] 
I. Not in bondage to another. 

1. Of persons: Not bound or subject as a slave 
is to his master; enjoying personal rights and 
liberty of action as a member of a society or state. 

c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. xli. § 2 Gif hwyle swibe rice 
cyning..nzfde nenne fryne [J7S. Coft, freone] mon on 
eallon his rice, ac weeron ealle beowe. c 1000 /ELFrRic Z.red, 
xxi. 2 Peowie he six ger and beo him freoh on bam seofo- 
dan. a@1300 Cursor M. 6708 (Gitt.) ere smytes vte his 
thrales eye., He sal him make fre and quite. 1535 CoveEr- 


[f FRECKLE 5d. + 








Forms: 1 frio, fréo, freoh, 





FREE. 


DALE ¥ob iii. 19 The bonde man, and he that is fre from his 
master. 1606 SuHaxs. Ant. § CZ. 1v. xiv. 81 When I did 
make thee free. 1610 — Zep. 1. ii. 442 Delicate Ariel, I'll 
set thee free for this. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 16 
These are free Negroes, and wear..the badge of their 
freedom. 1841 LANE Arad. Nes. I. 65 It sometimes happens, 
though rarely, that free girls are sold as slaves, 

b. fig. (esp. in a spiritual sense = not in bondage 
to sin). 

c975 Rushw. Gosp. John viii. 36 Gif fordon sunu iow 

zefriod sodlice frio ze biodon. cx12z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 101 
He hadde maked hem fre of be deules pralsipe. 151 
Doucias 4neis x. iii. 84 Of the fatis fre [orig. Zi ra funk 
1610 Suaks. Zep. Epil. 20 As you from crimes would 
pardon’d be, Let your indulgence set me free, 1611 BipLe 
Gal. v. 1. 1643 Drnuam Cooper's Hill 130 Who .. free 
from Conscience, is a slave to Fame. 1695 Lp. Preston 
Boeth. w. 194 Everything is by so much the freer from 
Fate, 

ec. Of or belonging to free men. Jee labour: 
the labour of free men (in contradistinction to that 


of slaves). 

1856 Oxrmstep Slave States 100 He is satisfied that at 
present free-labor is more profitable than slave-labor. 

2. Of a state, its citizens, institutions, etc. : En- 
joying civil liberty; existing under a government 
which is not arbitrary or despotic, and does not 
encroach upon individual rights. Also, not subject 
to foreign dominion. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 219 Alfa]s ! that folk, that euir wes 
fre .. War tretyt than sa wykkytly. 1382 Wycuir 1 Mace, 
xi. 31 And Jerusalem be holy and free, with his coostis. 
1611 SHAks. Cyd. ut. i. 49 Till the iniurious Romans did 
extort This Tribute from vs, we were free. 1667 MiLTon 
P. L.1.259 Here at least We shall be free. 1770 Funius Lett. 
xxxvii. 184 He is king of a free people. 1792 Residence in 
France (1797) 1. 155 France is now the freeest country in the 
world, 1802 Worpsw., Sovn., ‘Jt is not to be thought of 
that the flood’, We must be free or die, who speak the 
tongue That Shakspeare spake. 1817-18 Cospett Resid. 
U.S. (1822) 2t Is it not a mockery to call a man free, who 
no more dares turn out his tallow into candles for his own 
use, than he dares rob upon the highway? 1867 SmILEs 
Huguenots Eng. xi. (1880) 187 Holland .. became the chief 
European centre of free thought, free religion, and free 
industry. 

+ 3. Noble, honourable, of gentle birth and breed- 
ing. In ME. a stock epithet of compliment. Often 
in alliterative phr. fair and free. Obs. 

ax000 Cadmon's Gen. 1642 (Gr.) Da wearp Seme suna & 
dohtra..worn afeded, freora bearna. c 1000 Ags. Ps. lvi[i]. 9 
Ic pe on folcum frine Drihten ecne andete. c1290 S. Eng. 
Leg. I, 109/100 pe Amirales dou3ter.. pat was so fair and fre. 
1297 R. Gouc. (1724) 420 Of fayrost fourme & maners, & 
mest 3entyl & fre. a1300 Cursor M. 8121 Als milk pair 
[Ethiopians’] hide becom sa quite And o fre blod pai had be 
heu. 13.. 2. 2. Addit. P. A. 795 My joy, my blys, my 
lemman fre. ?@1366 CuAucer Kom. Nose 633 Mirthe, that 
is so fair and free. ¢1384— H. Yame 1. 442 His fader 
Anchises the free. ¢ 1460 Towmneley Myst. (Surtees) 125 For 
to wyrship that chyld so fre. c1489 Caxton Sonues of 
Aymon ix. 199 They met wyth damp Rambault the free 
knyght. c1554 /uterlude of Youth in Hazl. Dodsley II. 20 
To have a sight I would be fain Of that lady free. 1632 
Mitton L’A dlegro 11 Thou Goddess fair and free. 

+4. Hence in regard to character and conduct : 
Noble, honourable, generous, magnanimous, Ods. 

a@1300 Cursor M. 25524 Pat ilk time pou mistred pe, Suet 
iesu! wit hert sa fre, To maria magdalene. ¢1400 Dest. 
Troy 525 ‘Now frynd’, quod pat faire, ‘as ye bene fre 
holden, Will ye suffer me to say, and the sothe telle?’ 1559 
Mirr. Mag., Salisbury xviii, Vertuous life, fre hart and 
lowly mind. 1594 H. Wittopie in Shaks. C. Praise 10 
You must be secret, constant, free. 1604 Suaxs. O¢/. 11. 
iii. 199, I would not have your free and noble nature, Out of 
self-bounty, be abused. 

+b. Of studies: Liberal; =L. zzgenuze (artes). 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv, (E. E. T. S.) 150 He 

sholde make his chyldryn to lerne fre Sciencis of Clergi. 


IT. Released, loose, unrestricted. 

5. At liberty; allowed to go where one wishes, 
not kept in confinement or custody, | /vee heep- 
ing=L. libera custodia. Also, released from con- 
finement or imprisonment, liberated. Phr. /o set 


Sree, let go free, etc. (Also fig.) 

1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 206/2 And ii yere he was in free 
kepyng and disputed ayenst the Jewes. 1585 T. WaAsHING- 
Ton tr. Vicholay’s Voy. 1. xx. 24 b, He wold .. set them at 
free deliverance. 1608 SHaxs. Per Iv. vi. 107 O that the 
gods Would set me free from this unhallow'd place! 1720 
De For Caft. Singleton xvi. (1840) 269 We would let them 
go free. axzzx Prior Love disarmed 25 Set an unhappy 
Siete free, Who ne’er intended harm to thee. 1824 Syp. 

mith Wks, (1859) II. 37/2 We use no compulsion with un- 
tried prisoners, You are free as air till you are found guilty. 
1871 Mortey Voltaire 2 Calvin. .set free all those souls. 

b. Of animals: Not kept in confinement, at liberty 
to range abroad. 

1393 Laner. P. Pd. C, xi. 250 Godes foules and hus free 
bestes. 1697 Dryven “2neid vi. 889 Their Steeds around, 
Free from their Harness, graze the flow'ry Ground. 1844 
A. B. Wetsy Poems (1867) 35 The round blue heaven is al 
thine own, O free and happy bird! 1849 Macautay //ist#. 
Eng. 1,312 Deer, as free as in an American forest, wandered 
there by thousands. 

6. Released from ties, obligations, or constraints 
upon one’s action. 

1596 Suaks, Zam. Shr.1. i. 142 Till by helping Baptista's 
eldest daughter to a husband we set his youngest free for a 
husband. a@x605 Monrcomertr Commend. of Love 1, 1 
rather far be fast nor frie, Albeit I micht my mynd remove, 
1606 SHaxs. Ant. & CZ. 11. Vv. 7 Free, madam!no .. He's 
bound unto Octavia. @1z7z2xt Prior Song, ‘ Phillis, since 


FREE. 


qwe’18 We both have spent our stock of love, So conse- 
quently should be free. 1859 Autobiog. Beggar-boy 2 Since 
I was what may be termed a free man; or, in other words, 
since I became independent. 

b. Released or exempt from work or duty. 

1697 DrypDEN Vixg. Georg. 11. 640 The Swain, who, ,free 
from Business and Debate, Receives his easy Food from 
Nature's Hand. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 300 
They watch and are free by turns in the day-time, but at 
night they must all be in the Fort. ax713 Burnet Ow 
Time (1766) II. 37 Coleman had a whole day free to make 
his escape. ¢1818 Str R. Peet in Croker Pagers (1884) I. 
iv. 116 A fortnight hence I shall be free as air. 

7. Guiltless, innocent, acquitted. Const. from, 
of (a crime or offence). ? Ods. 

1602 Suaks. Haw. 1. ii. 252 Your Maiestie and wee that 
haue free soules, it touches vs not. Jézd. v. il. 343 Laer. 
Mine and my Fathers death come not vpon thee, Nor thine 
onme. Mam, Heauen make thee free of it. 1637 RUTHER- 
ForD Let. 23 Sep. (1891) 521, I am free from the blood of all 
men, for I have communicated to you the whole counsel 
of God. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 3 A man that hath 
a free heart, and a good Conscience. 1678 Drypen & Ler 
eine mt. i (end), My hands are guilty, but my heart 
is free. 

8. Of actions, activity, motion, etc.: Unimpeded, 
unrestrained, unrestricted, unhampered. Also of 
persons: Unfettered in their action. 

a1300 Czrsor M. 13079 Pe king pam lete haf fre entre. 
e 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 152 Pe necke schal nevere have 
his free mevynge. 1463 Bury Wills (Camden) 22 Fre 
owth goyng and in comyng. 1535 CovERDALE 2 Jess, 
iii, t That the worde of God maye haue fre passage. 
1598 Suaxs. Merry W. ut. ii. 86 We shall haue the freer 
woing at M' Pages. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 
292 That the water may have free passage to all parts. 
1655 Futter Ch. Hist. v. iii. § 62 Whilst each Bishop 
in his respective Diocesse, Priest in his Parish, were 
freer than formerly in execution of their Office. 1664 H. 
More Myst. Jig. Apol. 552 As if one, while his friend was 
stooping, should fetch a freer stroke at their common 
Enemy. 1713 BerKELEy Guardian No. 49 7 [A] library 
that I have free access to. 1791 Mrs. Ranciirre Rone, 
Forest vi, Her dress, which was loosened for the purpose of 
freer respiration. 1828 Lp. GreNvILLE Sink. Fund p. viii, 
Without the free examination of previously received opinion, 
no branch of human knowledge can ever be advanced. 1851 
Ruskin Stones Ven, xvii. (1874) I. 188 They have free 
admission of the light of Heaven. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) III, 112 The various passions are allowed to have 
free play. 

b. phr. (Zo have or give) a free hand: liberty 
of action in affairs that one has to deal with. So 


to have one’s hands free. 

1869 FREEMAN Wornz. Cong. (1876) III. xiv. 329 Harold 
thus had his hands free. 1890 J. Corsetr Drake ix. 117 
He was given a free hand to act against the East and West 
India convoys. 1895 Cot. Maurice in United Service 
Mag. July 414 No one ever had, in the composition of 
any history..a freer hand or more ample resources. 

e. with fo and zzf.: At liberty, allowed, or per- 
mitted 4o do something. Also, + permitted by one’s 
conscience, feeling it right Zo do something. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Wz/e’s Prol. 49,1 am free To wedde, a 
goddes half, wher it lyketh me. 1666 Pepys Diary 1 May, 
Thomas Pepys did come to me, to consult about. .his being 
a Justice of the Peace, which he is much against .. [He] 
tells me, as a confidant, that he is not free to exercise 
punishment. .against Quakers and other people, for religion. 
1667 Mitton P. LZ. 11. 99, I made him just and right, 
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall. 1697 Dampier 
Voy. I, iii. 31 Privateers are not obliged to any Ship, but 
free to go ashore where they please. 1812 H. & J. SmitH 
Horace in Lond. 83 He’s free to sow discord in German 
plantations. 1818 Scorr Heart Mid/. xix, If ye arena free 
in conscience to speak for her in the court of judicature. 
1840 Dickens Old C. Shop xxxi, She was free to come and 
go. 1876 SmiLes Sc. Matur. iii. (ed. 4) 59 Some occupation 
that would leave him freer to move about. 


d. Not fettered in judgement; unbiased, open- 


minded. 

1653 H. More Axtid. Ath. 1. xi. (1712) 35, I appeal to 
any free Judge. Jd7d. 111. xvi. (t712) 141 His own words 
are so free and ingenuous. 1686 Burner 7'rav, i, (1750) 60, 
I wish they had larger and freer Souls. 


e. Showing absence of constraint or timidity in 
one’s movements. 

1849 James Woodnzan vii, The traveller came forward 
with a bold, free step. 

9. Of literary or artistic composition, etc. : Not 
observing strict laws of form; (of a translation, 


~ copy, etc.) not adhering strictly to the original. 

1813 TytLer Zss. Princ. Transl. (ed. 3) 231 The limits 
between free translation and paraphrases. 1821 Craic 
Lect. Drawing vii. 406 A free and tasteful expression of the 
minute forms inlandscape. 1844 STanLEy Avvodd I. iii. 142 
Any mistake of grammar or construction, however dex- 
terously concealed in the folds of a free translation. 1869 
OusELey Counterp. xv. 97 When. .it becomes impossible to 
follow exactly all the intervals proposed .. The imitation is 
then said to be Free, or Irregular. 

10. Allowable or allowed (¢o or for a person ¢o 
do something) ; open or permitted Zo. 

1576 Freminc Panofi. Hpist. 216 If that which we have 
learned, be free for every man to know. 1618 Botton 
Florus To Rar., Be it free, with reverence and modesty, to 
note over-sights. 164x J. Jackson True Evang. T. 1. 44 It 
was free to every one to bastinado a Christian where he met 
him. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1v. 747 Defaming as impure what 
God declares Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to 
all. 1709 HrarNne Codlect. 4 Apr., Y* Copy was. .free to y® 
View of any one. 1796 Burke Let, Noble Ld. Wks. VIII. 
32 His Grace may think as meanly as he will of my deserts 
.. It is free for him to doso, 1846 Trencn Mirvac, xxxil. 
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(1862) 452 The ‘twelve legions of Angels’, whom it was free 
to Him to summon to his aid. 

b. Open to all competitors ; open for all. Free 
Jight: a fight in which all and sundry engage pro- 
miscuously. 

1870 LowE.t Study Wind. 430 The affair became what 
they call on the frontier a free fight. 1872 Mark Twain 
Innoc. Abr, xvii. 114 The sailors of a British ship .. 
challenged our Sailors toa free fight. 1881 Chicago Times 
rr June, The grand free-for-all horse race, open to the world. 
1887 Spectator 4 June 759/2 English riots are mere free- 
fights, begun without special premeditation. 

ll. Of a space, way, passage, etc.: Clear of ob- 
structions, open, unobstructed. So of air=freely- 
circulating, in which one breathes freely. 

c12zso Gen, §& Ex. 3244 On twel doles delt ist Se se, xii. 
weizes der-in ben faizer and fre. a@1300 Cursor M. 5932 
(Gott.) Froskis .. al pe erde bai couerd sua, A man miht 
noght fre sett hista. 1896 Suaxs. Tam. Shr. 1. ii. 233 Are 
not the streets as free For me as for you? 1671 NARBOROUGH 
Frnt. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. i. (x71) 145 They did meet 
with no Ice, but a free and open Sea. 1697 Drypen Virg. 
Georg. 1. 47 Where in the Void of Heav’n a Space is free, 
Betwixt the Scorpion and the Maid for thee. zd. 1v. 424 
They stop his Nostrils, while he strives in vain To breath 
free Air, 1808 Scorr MJarm. 1. iv, And quickly make the 
entrance free. 1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. iii. 35 The wind 
off shore—with much free water. 1878 PatmorE 7amerton 
Church-Tower 1. 9 Our weary spirits flagg’d beneath The 
still and loaded air; We left behind the freér heath. 

12. Clear of (something which is regarded as 
objectionable or an encumbrance). Const. of, from. 

a@1300 Cursor Al. 5923 Ne was in hus na vessel fre pat 
watur hild, o stan ne tre, O bis watur pat sua stanc. 1398 
Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xv. xiii. (1495) 503 Creta is an 

londe free and clene of venyme. 1670 Narsoroucn Fru, 
in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 20 Every Man is com- 
manded to keep himself clean, and free from Lice. 1688 R. 
Hoitme Armoury 11. 236/2 A Woman all Hairy, no part of 
her Face free. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. India & P. 117 These 
places are seldom free from Soldiers and Seamen. 1756 C. 
Lucas Ess. Waters III. 120 There is hardly any mine. . free 
from pyrite. 1854 G. B. RicHarpson Univ. Code v. (ed. 12) 
4105, I can keep free with the pumps. 1860 TyNpa.t Glac. 
I. xix. 135 [Glacier] Ice, singularly free from air-bubbles. 
1885 Law Times LX XIX. 176/1 The main travelling ways 
.. had been. . reported free from any accumulation of foul gas. 

13. +a. Of a bird’s flight: Agile, swift. Ods. 

1637 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 4 Her ordinary flying .. 
is commonly more free than the best Haggard Faulcon. 
Tbid., A kind of sea Hawk .. of a far freer wing, and of a 
longer continuance. : 

b. aut. Of the wind: Not adverse (see quot. 
1867). 

1840 R. H. Dana Bef, Mast xxv. 81 We had the wind free 
..sail after sail the captain piled upon her. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bkh., s.v. Freeing, To be free. Said of the 
wind when it exceeds 67° 30’ from right-ahead. 1880 Daily 
Tel. 7 Sept., She is on the wrong tack, but the last puff was 
free, and helped her. 

14, Of material things : Not restrained in move- 
ment, not fixed or fastened. To get free: to get 
loose (from something that restrains or encumbers), 
to extricate. 

1590 SPENSER F, Q. 1. i. 19 And, knitting all his force, got 
one hand free, 1667 Mitton ?, Z. vir. 464 Now half ap- 
peared The tawny lion, pawing to get free His hinder parts, 
1861 J. R. GREENE Man. Anim. Kingd., Calent.114The.. 
free zodids of the Lucernaride. 1862 H. Spencer First 
Prine. i. x. § 82 (1875) 250 The pennant of a vessel lying 
becalmed first shows the coming breeze..by gentle undula- 
tions that travel from its fixed to its free end. 1878 E. 
Prout in Grove Dict. Mus. I. 40 The discovery of the free 
reed. 1884 F. J. Britren Watch § Clockm., Free Spring, 
a balance spring uncontrolled by curb pins. 1 Bo.pre- 
woop Col. Reformer (1891) 149 The yacht.. with courses free. 

15. Disengaged from contact or connexion with 
some other body or surface; relieved from the 
pressure of an adjacent or superincumbent body. 
In Bot., not adnate to other organs. /yvee-central: 


see quot. 1845. 

1715 Lront Padladio’s Archit. (1742) 11. 10 Making over 
the Architraves.. Arches that will bear the weight, and leave 
the Architraves free. 1830 R. Knox Beclara’s Anat. 374 
At the free surface of the mucous membrane. 1845 LINDLEY 
Sch. Bot. i. (1858) 16 If it [the placenta] grows in the middle 
of the ovary, without adhering to its sides. .it is called /ree 
central. 186x Miss Pratr Flower. Pl, I. 8 The anthers 
remaining separate, and being termed free. 1870 HookER 
Stud, Flora 105 Carpels x or more, free or connate. 

16. Chem., etc. Uncombined. 

1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chenz. 1. 244 The nitric acid remains 
free in the liquor. 1851 CarPENTER Jan. Phys. (ed. 2) 51 
By the decomposition of the carbonic acid, oxygen is set 
free, 1862 AnstED Channel /s/. 1. xx. (ed. 2) 464 Asilicate 
of alumina, with some free silica, and a trace of iron. c1865 
J. Wytpe in Cire. Sc. I. 148/2 A few grains of kaolin. .may 
be added to neutralise an excess of free acid. , 

17. Of power or energy: Disengaged, available 
for ‘ work’. 

1825 J. Nicnotson Oferat. Mechanic 662 The whole power 
of the engine would be expended in impelling itself and the 
ship ..and no free power would remain for freight. 1837 
Brewster Jfagnet. 363 The action of the free fluid is in 
equilibrio with the external force. 1838 Proc. Amer. Phil. 
Soc. I. 6 Free electricity is not under any circumstances 
conducted silently to the earth. . 

18. Of a material: Yielding easily to operation, 
easily worked, loose and soft in structure. Also 
Sree-working ; see D.1.a below. See also FREE- 


STONE, whence this sense prob. arises. 
1873 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 174 Item for 
Ramsey stone free and ragge. 1676 Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. 




















FREE. 


Soc.) II. 353 Many flat stones, but being free and soft, their 
inscriptions are woren out. 1765 A. Dickson 7veat. Agric. 
(ed. 2) 59 Even that kind of land that is most free and open 
in its nature, is found to be rendered more fertile by [fallow- 
ing]. 1793 Smeaton Edystone L. § 106 This stone was 
capable of being thus wrought, and was so free to the tool. 
1807 VANCOUVER Agric, Devon (1813) 11 It is generally called 
free, or Dunstone land. 

b. Of wood: Without knots. (So /ree-stuff: 
see D, 2.) 

1678 [see FrouGuy 2]. 1770 Kuckaun in Phil. Trans. LX. 
315 Out of any soft free wood, cut an artificial one, 

III. Characterized by spontaneity, readiness or 
profuseness in action. 

19. Of a person, his will, etc.: Acting of one’s 
own will or choice, and not under compulsion or 
constraint ; determining one’s own action or choice, 
not motived from without. (See also FREE WILL.) 

c888 K. Airrep Boeth, xli. § 2 Forpam he gesceop twa 
sesceadwisan Zesceafta frio [J7S. Cott. freo], englas & men. 
c1400 Rom. Rose 7441 He knew nat that she was con- 
streyned .. But wende she come of wille al fre, 160% 
?Marston Pasguil § Kath, 1. 180 Nay, be free, my 
daughters, in election. 1606 Suaxs. 7%. §& Cm”. 11. ii. 170 To 
make vp a free determination "['wixt right and wrong. 1662 
STILLINGEL. Orig. Sacr. m1. iii. § 5 Considering man as a free 
agent. 1732 BerKELey Adc7phr. vii. § 22 A man is said to 
be free, so far forth as he can do what he will. 1849 
Macautay Hist, Eng. 1,561 From the day when he quitted 
Friesland. .he had never been a free agent. 1869 FREEMAN 


Norm. Cong. (1876) III. xi. 6 The choice of the electors 
would be perfectly free. 

20. Ready in doing or granting anything ; acting 
willingly or spontaneously; (of an act) done of 
one’s own accord ; (of an offer, assent, etc.) readily 
given or made, made with good will. 

¢1386 CuAucer Pro, 852 ‘To kepe his forward by his free 
assent. 1535 CovERDALE 1 Kzugs x.13 And Kynge Salomon 
gaue vnto y® Quene. .all that she desyred and axed, besydes 
that which he gaue her of a frye hande. 1549 Bh. Come. 
Prayer, Collect 20th Sund. Trinity, That we maye with free 
hearts accomplyshe those thynges that thou wouldest have 
done. 1576 Fireminc Pazopl. Epist. 121 There is no kinde 
of thing, which Casars highnesse .. wil not graunt and 
give of his free bountie. 1607 SHaxs, Timon 1. ii, 188. 
161r Tourneur Ath. Trag. 1. i, You neede not urge my 
spirit by disgrace, "Tis free enough; my Father hinders it. 
1618 Botton Florus (1636) 13 Tarquinius .. of his own free 
courage demanding the Kingdome, had it as freely granted. 
a@1626 Bacon New Atl. Wks. 1802 II. 132 His noble free 
offers left us nothing to ask. 165x C. Cartwricut Cers. 
Relig. 1. 206 God doth justifie us (saith he) of his free- 
goodnes. 1882 OGILviE s.v., He made him a free offer of 
his services, 

b. with zzf.: Ready zo do something; eager, 
willing, prompt. Ods. exc. in phr. free to confess, 
where the adj. is now apprehended as in 8 c. 

1660 Zrial Regic. 22, I shall be very free to open my 
Heart. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. v. 94 He was very free 
to talk with me, and first asked me my business thither. 
a1716 Brackatt Wks, (1723) I. 276 Yo part with any- 
thing in this World..and to be free to suffer any temporal 
Loss .. rather than live in a State of strong Temptation 
to Sin. 1722 Sewet Hist. Quakers (1795) I. 11. 191 But 
they were not free to consent thereto, 1784 Mew Sfec- 
tator xvi, 6/2 For my own part, I will be free to confess, 
that, in my opinion, [etc.]. 182z Crare Vil/. Minsty. 1. 40 
Mark .. his generous mind; How free he is to push about 
his beer. 1824 Byron Yvan xvi. Ixxiii, He was ‘free to 
confess ’—(whence comes this phrase? Is’t English? No— 
’tis only parliamentary) That [etc.]. 1874 Ruskin Fors 
Clav. xxxvii. 4, I am free to confess I did not quite know 
the sort of creature I had to deal with. 


ce. Of a horse: Ready to go, willing. 

1477 Sir J. Paston in P. Lett. No. 802 III. 200 It shall 
never neede to prykk nor threte a free horse. a1592 GREENE 
Alphonsus 1. Wks. (Rtldg.) 242/t Horses that be free Do 
need no spurs, 1673 E. Brown Brief Acc. Trav. 71 They 
{Servian horses] are very free. 1884 Daily News 23 July 
7/2 ‘ Free horses ’—horses that is..that have been working 
In pairs, and have been too conscientious in their work, and 
have done more than their share. 


Al. Ready in giving, liberal, lavish. Const. of 

a1300 Cursor M. 14397 Sua fre giuer of all-kin gode, 
c1300 /éid. 27874 (Cott. Galba) Help pe pouer with hert fre. 
Lbid. 28741 (Cott. Galba) What nede es pat be spenser be 
nithing of bat be lord es fre. 16rx BisLe 2 Chvov, xxix. 31 
Asmany as were of afreeheart. 1663 BuTLER //7d. 1. i. 496 
For Saints themselves will sometimes be Of Gifts that 
cost them nothing, free. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 84 The 
Tonquinese in general are very free to their Visitants, treat- 
ing them with the best cheer they are able to procure. 1719 
De For Crusoe 1. iv, I was not very free of it, for my Store 
was not great. 1740 Garrick Lying Valet 1. Wks, 1798 I. 
53 When he’s drunk. .he’s very free, and will give me any 
thing. 187x Freeman Worn. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 185 
Handsome in person and free of hand. 

b. Of a gift: Given out of liberality or genero- 

sity (not in return or requital for something else). 

¢1380 Wyc.ir Sed. Wks. I11. 312 To fynde goode prestis 
bi fre almes of be peple. 1548 UDALL, etc. Lrasm. Par, 
Matt. i, 2x The messinger of this free felicitie. 1583 FuLKe 
Defence xv. 403 The worde xdprone .. signifieth..‘a free 
gift’, or a gift that is freely giuen .. wherof the Prouerbe 
is, what is so free as gift? 1791 Gent/. Mag. LXI.1. 411 
Benefices are now, I might almost say never a free gift from 
a private patron. 

22. Acting without restriction or limitation ; al- 
lowing oneself ample measure z7 doing something. 

1578 Timmr Caluine on Gen. 86 Being convinced. .that he 
was too free in sinning. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi's 
Eromena 147 That either too light, or too free feeding hath 
occasioned you this dreame. 1727 Pore 7h. Var. Suby. 
Swift’s Wks. 1755 II. 1. 224 How free the present age is in 
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laying taxeson the next. 1746 BerKxetry Lett. Tar-water 
ii. §9 The free use of strong fermented liquors. 1791 Gentd. 
Mag. 26/2 Probably no divine made a freer use of the Jaro- 
nomasia than Dan. Featley. 1858 Hawtnuorne /%. & /?. 
¥rnis. 1. 191 He is.. free and careless in displaying his 
precious wares. 1884 Manch. Exam. 4 Apr. 4/5 At the 
close [of the market] the tone is easy, with free sellers. 

b. Free of or with ; using or employing without 
reserve or restraint. 

1632 Lirucow 7rav. 111. 92 He was so free of his stomacke 
to receive in strong liquor. 1653 Bocan Mirth Chr. Life 80 
Grotius, the freest man of his tongue that ever knew. 1700 
S, L. tr, Aryke's Voy. E. Ind. 196 He was not free of his 
Discourse. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr, (1757) 1. 258 
He gives us a Caution not to be too free with such Pre- 
parations. ; 

c. Unstinted as to supply, quantity, etc. ; coming 
forth in profusion; administered without stint ; 


abundant, copious. (Used with mixture of sense 8.) 

1635 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Banish'd Virg. 86 His 
wounded thigh by its free bleeding gave the .. eye occasion 
to suspect [etc.]. 1707 HEARNE Collect. 21 July, After a free 
glass or two he happen’d todiscourse. 1806 Med. Frnl. XV. 
217 A free stimulus given to the absorbent system. 1822-34 
Goon Study Med. (ed. 4) 1, 244 The skin warm, the pulse 
free and forcible. 1887 Barinc-Goutp Gaverocks xii, A 
monthly rose that was a free bloomer. 

23. Frank and open in conversation or intercourse, 
ingenuous, unreserved; also, in bad sense =over- 
free, forward, ‘familiar’, ready to ‘take liberties’. 

1635 QuarLes Zyl. 1. iv. (1718) 18 If thou be free, she’s 
strange ; if strange, she’s free. 1635 J. Havwarp tr. Bzozdz's 
Banish'd Virg. 185 Beeing of a free nature. .quite forgot all 
circumspection. 167x Narsoroucu Frvd.in Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy. 1. (1711) 132 These Antipodes began to be somewhat 
bolder, and more free, 1693-4 Grsson in Le?t. Lit. Men 
(Camden) 217 His Grace is very free and open. 1719 De 
For Crusoe u. vi, I pressed him to be free and plain with 
me. 1775 SHERIDAN SZ. Paty. Day u. ii, Not so free, 
fellow! 1800 Mrs. Hervey Mourtray Fam, Il. 171 Daring 
and free as was this young nobleman, with women whose 
principles were as free as his own. 1854 HAWTHORNE Zing. 
Note-bks. (1883) I. 464 A very able man, with the Western 
sociability and free-fellowship. 


24. To make (or be) free with: to adopt very 
familiar terms in one’s conversation or dealings 
with (a person); hence gez. and ¢ransf. to treat 
unceremoniously, take liberties with. Also Vaut., 


to approach boldly. 

1708 Swirt Adolit. Chr. Wks. 1755 Il. 1. 84 Great wits 
love to be free with the highest objects ; and if they cannot 
be allowed a God to revile or renounce, they will speak evil 
of dignities. 1714 Appison Sfect. No. 556 P 7, I was once 
like to have been run through the Body for making a little 
too free with my Betters. 1728 N. Satmon in Let#?, Lit. 
Men (Camden) 361 The Itinerary of Antoninus I find all 
authors making free with, condemning it for blunders, and 
altering figures, 1783 Hist. Miss Baltimores Il. 79 If 
I can infuse into Carleton’s ear, that Sedly and her ladyship 
make too free, he may.. propose setting me as a watch over 
his wife's conduct. 1803 NELson ro Aug. in Nicolas Dis. 
VIII. 155 You are..to approach Toulon with great caution 
and not make too free with the entrance of the harbour. 
1826 DisraeLi Viv. Grey vi. i, He may with justice make 
free with our baggage. 1833 Hr, Martineau Vanderput 
& S.i.7 Rebuked him for being so free with the pastor. 1856 
READE Never too date |, | advise you not to make so free 
with your servants. 1858 Merc. Marine Mag. V. 226 You 
ay aeake free with the .. shore to within half a cable’s 
ength. 

25. Of speech: Characterized by liberty in the 
expression of sentiments or opinions; uttered or 
expressed without reserve; frank, plain-spoken. 

1611 Tourneur Ath. Trag, v. ii. Wks. 1878 I. 148 With 
the free voice of a departing soule, I here protest this 
Gentlewoman cleare. 1625 Bacon Zss., Counsel (Arb.) 329 
For else Counsellours will but take the Winde of him; And 
in stead of giuing Free Counsell, sing hima Song of Placebo. 
1680 H. More Afocal. Apoc. 107 Their free rebukes out of 
the word of God being very disquieting. 1712 STEELE SZect. 
No. 493 ® 1 The Mistress and the Maid shall quarrel, and 
give each other very free Language. 1794 NELSson 19 Mar, 
in Nicolas Disp. 1. 375 Gave Lord Hood my free opinion 
that 800 troops, with 400 seamen, would take Bastia, 
1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. Il. 66 The conversation at 
table was free; and the weaknesses of the prince whom 
the confederates hoped to manage were not spared, 1884 
L. J. Jennincs in Croker Papers 1, viii. 238 Men used 
rather free expressions to each other .. in the days of the 
Regency. 

. Not observing due bounds, ‘loose’, licentious. 

1852 THAcKERAY Esyzond unt. iii, Where she .. listened 
to much free talk. 1859 TENNYSON Zvzd 1140 Earl Limours 
Drank till he jested with all ease, and told Free tales. 

IV. Not burdened, not subject or liable, exempt; 
invested with special rights or privileges. 

26. (With const. from or of): a. Released or 
exempt from, not liable to (e.g. a rule, penalty, 


payment). 

c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xvii. 26 Eornestlice ba barn senden 
frie. a1300 Cursor M, 3240 O pi trout pan mak i be fre. 
1630 2. Johnson's Kingd. & Commw, 185 He is free from 
all tax and imposition. .all his life after, 1694 Locke Hum. 
Und. ii. xxi. § 60 (ed. 2), The will, free from the determina- 
tion of such desires, is left to the pursuit of nearer satisfac- 
tions. 1849 Macautay //ist, Eng. Il. 7 That the Roman 
Catholic, where the interests of his religion were con- 
cerned, thought himself free from all the ordinary rules of 
epagy 
b. Exempt from, having immunity from, not 
subject to (some circumstances or affection regarded 
as hurtful or undesirable). . 

¢ 1200 ORMIN 16818 Patt Crist wass..all pwerrt ut off sinne 
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fre. c1230 Hali Meid. 5 Freo ouer alle fram alle worldliche 
weanen. 1581 SipNEY Afol. Poetrie (Arb.) 55 Poetrie .. is 
the freest from thys obiection. 1594 Hooker ccd. Pol. ww. 
ix. §2 The freer our minds are from all distempered affec- 
tions, x161x SHaxs. Wint. 7. 1. ii. 264 These..Are such 
allow’d Infirmities, that honestie Is neuer free of. 1698 
Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 35 When they feel themselves 
freest from Sickness. 1798 Ferriar Jdlusty. Sterne vi. 179 
Our own writers are not free from this error. 1822 Lams 
Elia Ser. u. Confess. Drunkard, 1am never free from those 
uneasy sensations. 1885 JZanch. Exam. 21 May 5/3 These 
Highlanders are notoriously free from pulmonary con- 
sumption, 1895 Sir N. Linprey in Law Times Rep. 
LXXIII, 645/2 The point..appears to me..free from any 
real difficulty. 


27. a. Exempt from, or not subject to, some 
particular jurisdiction or lordship. b. Possessed 
of certain exclusive rights or privileges. Used to 
designate franchises or liberties, as /ree chapel (see 
CHAPEL sb. 3c); free chase=FRANK CHASE; ree 
Jishery (see FISHERY 4); free marriage =FRANK 
MARRIAGE; /ree warren (see WARREN). free 


miner (local): see quot. 1883. 

1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 474 Other holi churche was issent, 
that mid rizte was so fre. 1375 Barspour Bruce 1. 164 Or as 
myn eldris forouch me Held it in freyast reawte. c 1483 
Caxton Bk. Trav. 21b, A cure of fre chapell. 1535 CovEr- 
DALE Yosh. xx. 2 Giue amonge you fre cities .. yt they may 
be fre amonge you from the avenger of bloude. 1599 
Sanpys Europe Spec. (1632) 170 The Free-Cityes .. have all 
save some very few, enfreed themselves from the Pope. 
1611 Speep Hist. Gt. Brit, 1x. iii. § 11 Setting to sale the 
free-rights of the Church. 1641 Termes de la Ley 168 Free 
marriage. 1669 Sc. Acts Chas. /J 4 Tenements lands and 
fishings holden in frie burgage. 1697 Dampier Voy, I. xi. 
317 He was a free Merchant..by that name the Dutch and 
English in the East Indies, distinguish those Merchants 
who are not Servants to the Company. 1700 Tyrrett //7st. 
Eng. XI. 1107 Their feoffees and Free-Tenants. 1703 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 3950/4 The several Regalties, Free-Fisheries, etc. 
1723 Ibid. No. 6194/7 Elizabeth Smith..Free-Dealer. 1726 
C. Kirkuam (é7tZe), Two Letters..the First Shewing..the 
Rights and Privileges of Pourallees or Free-Hey. 1785, 
J. Punts Treat. Inland Navig. p. xii, The defection of 
the Colonies, now the Free and United States. 1810 Sfort- 
ing Mag. XXXVI. 26 The rights of free warren and free 
chace. 1843 James Forest Days v, No free-forester shall 
ever be arrested by our people, or on our land. 1861 M. 
Pattison ss. (1889) I. 44 The free towns of Liibeck, 
Bremen, and Hamburg. 1883 GresLey Gloss. Coal Mining, 
Free Miner..a man born within the hundred of St. Briavels 
..who has worked a year andadayinamine. 1884 Law 
Times 31 May 78/2 A free miner made an application to the 
gaveller for a grant to him of one of the two gales. 

28. Of real property: Held without obligation 
of rent or service, freehold. 

c12z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 52/186 An hondret hidene of guod 
lond with hire he 3af per pat hous, al-so freo in eche point 
ase he him-sulf it heold er. c1q440 Vork Myst. xxxii. 348 
Armig. A place here beside lorde wolde I wedde-sette. 
Pilat. What title has pou per-to? is it byne awne free? 
Armig. Lorde, fre be my fredome me fallis it. 1465 Paston 
Lett. No. 522 II. 224 Other x acres of fre londe. a 1533 
Lp. Berners Avon 1xxxi. 249 Your landes oughte to be 
rendred to you franke and fre. 1587 in CoZ/ect. (Oxf. Hist. 
Soc.) I. 180 Ladyes Crofte Mr. Losse free. 1601 HoLLanp 
Pliny 11. 492 She had conferred frankely vpon the people of 
Rome, a piece of medow ground .. which was her owne 
Free-land, 1701 Lond, Gaz. No. 3712/4 About 60 Acres of 
Meadow and Pasture Land, all Free Land. 

+b. Of property: At one’s own disposal. Oés. 

1808 Forsytu Beazties Scotd. (1808) V. 144 A prohibition 
existed. .against marriage, unless where the young couple 
could show they possessed £ 40 Scots of free gear. 

29. Invested with the rights or immunities of, 
admitted to the privileges of (a chartered company, 
corporation, city, or the like). Sometimes used 
simply, without of. 

1496 Act 12 Hen. VII, c. 6 Merchants and Adventurers 
dwelling and being free within the City of London. 1553 in 
W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 215 He was made fre in 
myne yere..Amnot I also a freeman? 1587 FLEMING Contin. 
Holinshed III. 1311/1 Citizen of London, and free of the 
clothworkers. 1610 B, Jonson AJ/ch. 1. iii, Free of the 
Grocers? 1651 Rec. Carpenters’ Co. 4 Dec. in Jupp Hist. 
Acc. Comp. Carpenters (1887) 160 Whereas the ffree Sawiers 
have indited a fforreine sawier, etc. 1661 Pepys Diary3 May, 
It was in his thoughts to have got me made free of the towne, 
1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2317/1 The Company of Free Fisher- 
men of Your River of Thames. 1690 Locke Govt. 1. vi. § 59 
Is a Man under the Law of England? What made him 
Free of that Law? 1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3944/4 He is 
a Free-Burgess of Colchester. 1712 Swirt Yrni. to Stella 
18 Sept., It is necessary they should be made free here 
before they can be employed. 1719 De For Crusoe u1. xiii, 
My horse fell, and made me free of the country, as they 
call it. 1766 Enticx London IV. 239 The shop-keepers are 
obliged to be free of the city. 1859 C. Barker Assoc. Princ. 
ii. 54 Persons not free of the craft. 

b. Hence: Allowed the use or enjoyment of (a 
place, etc.). 

1687 Drypen Hind & P. 111. 1245 He therefore makes all 
birds of every sect Free of his farm. 1713 STEELE Guardian 
No. 53 ?2 Powel of the Bath is reconciled to me, and has 
made me free of his show. 1818 Keats Endymion 11. Poet. 
Wks. (1886) 139 And I was free of haunts umbrageous. 1840 
Dickens Barn. Rudge x, Barnaby’s as free of the house 
as any cat or dog about it. 

30. Said of workmen who are not members of 
a trade-union: also free labour=the labour of 
non-unionists. 

1890 Times 17 Sept. 4/3 A free labour registration for the 
purpose of securing the services of men .. for work as free 
men without reference to any other combination, 189 


number or class of scholars); and there is abundant 








FREE. 


Spectator 17 Jan., The refusal of Union men to work with 
free-labourers. 


81. Exempt from restrictions in regard to trade ; 
allowed to trade in any market or with any com- 
modities ; open to all traders ; also, not subject to 


tax, toll, or duty. 

1631 WEEVER Anc. Fun. Mon. 38 Their Free-martes, or 
Markets. xgzx SHarress. Charac. (1737) I. 64 Nothing 
is so advantageous to it [trade] as a free-port. 1714 Jr. 
Bk. of Rates 2 The Privileges of Cities, Towns, Persons, 
Free-fairs, and other Exemptions. 1719 Dr For Crusoe u. 
xiii, Having gotten a good acquaintance at Manilla, he 
got his ship made a free ship, 1753 Scots Mag. Mar. 110/2 
Free ships render the merchandize on board free. 1842 
Catuoun Wks. (1874) IV. 105 The act. .increased the list of 
free articles many-fold. 1858 Stimmonps Dict. Trade, Free 
public-house, one not belonging to a brewer; the landlord 
has therefore free liberty to brew his own beer, or purchase 
where he chooses. 1862 Latuam Chanvel [s/. 111. xvii. (ed. 2) 
400 It became a free port, and throve through its freedom. 


32. (In full /vee of cost, charge, or the like). Given 
or provided without payment, costless, gratuitous. 
Of persons: (Admitted, etc.) without payment. 

1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. xvili. 104 To 
have free shot and cheare. 1697 DrypENn Virg. Georg. iv. 
357 Lazy Drones, without their Share of Pain, In Winter 
Quarters free, devour the Gain. 1719 De For Crusoe t. xvii, 
You will carry me..to England, passage-free. 1830 Blackw. 
Mag. XXVIII. 400 Paid..partly in victuals ; and partly in 
free tickets. 1836 Dickens Sk. Boz vi. (1850) 22/1 Books 
were bought, all the free-seat people provided therewith. 
1852 Macautay Fru/. 15 Aug., 1 got a place among the free 
seats. 1856 HAawTHorNnE Eng. Note-bks, (1883) II. 234 We 
went to the Haymarket Theatre, where Douglas Be is 
on the free list. 1856 Froupe Hist. Eng. (1858) I. i.43 To 
every man..who chose to ask for it, there was free fare and 
free lodging. 1894 77zes (weekly ed.) 9 Feb. 113/2 An..ap- 
plicant for a free pass over this company’s lines of railway. 

b. Free school: ‘a school in which learning is 
given without pay’ (J.). 

It has been denied that this was the meaning of ‘ free 
(grammar) school’, L. dibera schola grammaticalis, as 
the official designation of many schools founded under 
Edw. VI. The denial rests on the two assertions (both 
disputable): that the Eng. phrase is a translation of the 
Latin, not the reverse; and that //4ex could not mean 
‘gratuitous’ in medizval any more than in classical Latin, 
Many different interpretations of the adj. have been pro- 
posed ; (1) exempt from ecclesiastical control; (2) exempted 
by licence from the operation of the statute of mortmain, 
and hence entitled to hold property (to a limited amount) ; 
(3) giving a liberal education ; (4) ‘ privileged’ or ‘ author- 
ized’. We have failed, however, to find any example in 
which the interpretation ‘ gratuitous’ is inadmissible (though 
the schools called ‘ free’ were often gratuitous only toa select 

roof 
that this interpretation was already current Jefore tha tine 
of Edw. VI. 

[1488 W701 of Sir Edm. Shaw (Som. Ho.), I woll that the 
said connyng Preeste kepe a Grammer scole contynually in 
the said Town of Stopforde [Stockport]..and that he frely 
without any..salary asking..except only my salary. .shall 
teach, etc.] 1494 FapyaAn Chron, vi. clxxi. 165 He [King 
Alfred] ordeyned the firste grammer scole at Oxenforde, and 
other free scoles. 1500 Deed Found. Lancaster Grammar 
Sch. in National Observer (1896) 3 Oct. 578 [The master shall 
be] a profound grammarian, keping a Fre Scole, teching 
.. the childer unto the utmost profitt, nothing taking 
therefor. 1503 W2ll of Sir Fohn Percyvale (Macclesfield 
1877) 5, I woll that the said preest shall alway kepe .. in 
the said Town of Maxfeld a Fre Grammar Scole. cx1g12 
Ordinance Agnes Mellers (MS. ¢. 1590) in Nottingham Rec. 
III. 453 [She founds at Nottingham] a Free Schole of 
one maister and Usher .. [They are forbidden to] take any 
other gift .. whereby the scollers or their friends should be 
charged but at the pleasure of the friends of the scholars, 
save the wages to be paid by the said Guardians, [1518 Svat. 
St. Pauls Sch. in Lupton Life Colet 271 John Colet..in., 
1512 bylded a Scole in the Estende of Paules church for 153 
to be taught fre in the same.] 1548 Chantry Certif No, 
22 in A. F, Leach Eng. Schools at Reform, (1897) 82 
The chauntry of Blakebroke. . Founded. . by licence obtained 
of Kinge Henry the Sixt to manteigne a discrete priest, .to 
kepe a gramer scoole half free, that ys to seye, taking of 
scolers lerning gramer 8d. the quarter, and of others lerning 
to rede 4d. the quarter. 1583 SrupBEs Anat. Abus. 11. (1882) 
19 Be there not. .free schooles, where youth may bee brought 
yp in learning Gratis without any charges to their parents? 
1599 Will of P. Blundell (founding Tiverton Grammar 
School) in Rept. Comm. Char, 1820 III. App. 136 My 
meaning is yt shall be for ever a Free Schole and not a 
Schole of exaction. 1673 Essex Papers (Camden) I. 116 
There is also a free schoole setled att Carickfergus, which is 
maintained by the Bishop, Clergy, &c. 1699 PAzl. Trans, 
XXI. 441 A State-House, and a Free-School. 1727 Stat, 
Bury Gramm. School (Bury 1863), I have ordered my Free 
Schole of Bury to be free to all boys born in the parish .. 
yet my intent is..not to debar [the masters] from that 
common priviledg in all Free Scholes of receiving presents, 
benevolences, gratuities from the scholars. 1759 Gotpsm. Bee 
No. 6§ 1 ®4 The manner in which our youth of London are 
at present educated is, some in free schools in the city, but 
the far greater number in boarding schools about town. 1837 
Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 164 One needs but go 
from a charity-school in an English county to a free-school 
in Massachusetts, to see rere 1838 Dickens O. Twist 
vii, It’s a poor boy from the free-school, 1 — Amer. 
Notes (1850) 113/1 Its free-schools, of which it has so many 
that no person’s child among its population can, by possi- 
bility, want the means of education. 

transf. 1589 R. Harvey Pd. Perc, 10 A free schoole of 
skolds shalbe set vp for the nonce, 


+ B. sd. Obs. 
1. The adj. used aéso/. 


c 1300 Beket 221 The crie was sone wide couth among thue 
and freo. ¢ 1320 Six Tristr. 3153 Po folwed bond and fre, 
c1350 Will Palerne 5514 Feipful..to fre & to bewe. 


FREE. 


2. A person of noble birth or breeding; a knight 
or lady. 

(In OS. poetry /ré neut. (prob. orig. adj. with ellipsis of 
wif) is used in the sense of ‘lady’, or ME. Burp; the same 
use occurs once in OE, in a passage known to be translated 
from OS. (quot. @ 1000 below).] 

@ 1000 Cedmon’s Gen. 457 (Gr.) Freo feezroste. ¢1320 Sir 
Tristr. 3046 Ysonde men calle bat fre, Wip pe white hand. 
13.. £. E. Allit. P. B. g29 ‘ Penne fare forth’, quoth pat fre 
{an angel]. ¢1350 W7d/. Palerne 505 Whan be fre was in be 
forest founde in his denne. ¢ 1380 Sir Ferumd. 3441 Panne 
saide Roland to pat fry: ‘Damesele, bow spekest ful cor- 
tesly.’ c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 268 Well I wote 
that it was he My lord Jesu; he that betrayde that fre 
Sore may he rew. @1549 Murning Maidin 14 in Lane- 
ham’s Let. (1871) Pref. 150, I followit on that fre, That 
semelie wes to se. 

C. adv. In a free manner, freely: used in the 
different senses of the adj. In educated use now 
only techn. or arch., and chiefly in contexts where 
it admits of being interpreted as adj. 

1559 Mirr. Mag., Worcester ii, That truth vnshent should 
speake in all thinges fre. 1613 Suaxs. Hex. VII, 11. i. 82, 
I as free forgiue you As I would be forgiuen, 1681 DrypDEN 
Abs. & Achit, 202 Achitophel..Disdain’d the golden Fruit 
to gather free. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 321 So as the 
Plumb-line play free in the Groove. 1709 StryrE Anz, 
Ref. I. ii. 61 This subsidy was extreamly free and readily 
granted. 1776 G. SempLe Building in Water 105 The 
Middle of the Current of the River, runs the freest. 1850 
Mrs. Browninc Rom. Page xxxiv, The knight smiled free 
at the fantasy. 1885 Law Times LX XX. 101/1 An adjoin- 
ing pulley which ran free. 

b. Without cost or payment. 
added. Scot free: see Scor. 

1568 V. Skinner tr. Montanus’ Inquisit. 35b, Escape 
scotte free. 1682 in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 
252 Hee was admitted free gratis. 1774 /déd. (1886) II. 195 
Admitted to the freedom free gratis. JZod. The gallery 
will be open free on Saturdays. 

e. Naut. (Zo saz/, go, etc.) free: i.e. with bow- 
lines slackened and sheets eased; farther from the 
wind than when close-hauled. 

181z Examiner 12 Oct. 649/2 Both keeping up a heavy 
fire and steering free. 1839 Marryat Phant. Ship xii, We 
were going about four knots andahalf free. 1883 Harfer’s 
Mag. Aug. 447/2 A boat..with ability to fetch to windward 
and to run free, : 


D. Comd, 


Often with gratis 


1. a. with ppl. adjs. where ve is either adverbial - 


or enters into parasynthetic combinations, as + /ree- 
bestowed, -bred, -footed, + franchised, -garmented, 
+ -miened, -minded, (-mindedness), -mouthed, 
-moving, -spirited, -swimming, -tongued, -working. 

1583 GoLpinc Calvin on Deut. xili. 75 Through his owne 

*freebestowed goodenesse. 1599 Marston Sco. Villanie i. 
vi. 20r Oh indignity To my respectless *free-bred poesie. 
160z Suaks. Ham. 11. iii. 26 For we will Fetters put vpon 
this feare, Which now goes too *free-footed. 168x CoTTon 
Wond. Peak (ed. 4) 28 In these *free franchis’d, subterranean 
caves. 1848 Hare Gwesses Ser. 1. (1859) 341 The sayings 
of the *free-garmented folks in Julius Cesar could not have 
come from the close-buttoned generation in Othello, 1647 
Stary_ton Fuvenal 215 They’r *free-mein’d, gallants, and 
fine gentlemen. 1597 Bacon Zss., Regiment of Health 
(Arb.) 58 To be *free minded and chearefully disposed at 
howers of meate and of sleepe and of exercise. 1834 T. 
‘Moore A/enz. (1856) VII. 41 As if they were more high and 
free-minded from having slaves to trample upon. 1579 
Knewstus Confutation 68b, Out of the *free mindednes 
of their heat [?heart]. 1647 H. More Song of Soud m1. iii. 
i. lviii, Mirth, and Free-mindednesse, Simplicitie. 1862 
MerIvaLe Row. Enz. (1865) VII. Ixii. 403 A vain pretence 
of *free-mouthed patriotism. 1835-6 Topp Cyc/. Anat. I. 
688/rt The *free-moving young have very well developed 
eyes. 1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles 1v. 429 Princes .. ought to 
be *freespirited, generose, liberal. 1735 BerKELEyY Def 
Free-thinking in Math. § 8 Many free-spirited inquiries 
after truth. 1894 Pop. Sci. Monthly June 272 A pelagic or 
*free-swimming Ascidian. 1599 MassIncER, etc. Old Law tv. 
ii, A *free-tongued woman, And very excellent at telling 
secrets. 1877 Dowpen Shaks. Prim. vi. 141 The free- 
tongued girls of Cleopatra. «1619, FotHerBy Atheom. 1. 
xiii. § x (1622) 135 Both wittingly, and willingly, by a *free- 
working will. 1793 Smeaton Zdystone L. § 98 Portland, or 
some other free working stone. 1892 J. C. BLomrietp “7st. 
Heyford 3 Light or free-working land may be ploughed 
more easily than that which is stiff and heavy. 

b. in derivative combinations based upon some 
recognized phrase in which the adjective is em- 
ployed, as free-agency, -cttizenship, -pressism, etc, 
(after free agent, free citizen, free press, etc.). 

1786 Burke W. Hastings Wks. 1842 II. 205 The restora- 
tion of the Mogul. .to his *free-agency in the conduct of his 
affairs. 1860 Pusey Minx. Proph. 324 He so wills to be 
freely loved. .that He does not force our free-agency. 1849 
Grote Greece 1. Ixix, (1862) VI. 216 To Xerxes, the con- 
ception of *free-citizenship..was..incomprehensible. 1856 
Tait’'s Mag. XXI1I11. 698 Our *free pressism is one of our 
peculiarities, Page i 

@, in secondary combination with a verbal or 
agent noun (where free seems partly adverbial, 
qualifying the action understood), as free-acting, 
-handler, -handling, -seeker, -speaker, -speaking, 
-wriler, -writing. So FREE-LIVER, -THINKER, etc, 

1738-41 Warsurton Div, Legat, App. 41 'Tis the punish- 
ment of *free-acting to fear where no fear is. 1862 I’, Hatt 
Hindu Philos. Syst. 157 The sanctimonious vocabulary of 
*free-handlers and secularists, 1875 E. Wuire Life in 
Christ u. xii. (1878) 144 If you will sa nullify by criticism 
and *free-handling the truth on Atonement. 1693 LutrreELy 
Brief Rel, (1857) III. 56 A new sect is started up here called 
the *Freeseekers. 1716 Appison Drummer 1. 10 I'm a 
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Free-thinker, Child. 4d. Iam sure you area *Free-speaker ! 
1660 Trial Regic. 49 Let there be *free-speaking by the 
Prisoner and Councel. x171x SHarress. Charac. (1737) I. 
65 In the case of many zealots, who have taken upon ‘em to 
answer our modern *free-writers. 1732 BerkeLey A /eiphr. 
ir. § 6 In this most wise and happy age of Free-thinking, 
Free-speaking, *Free-writing, and Free-acting. 

2. In spec. phrases, etc.: +free alms = frank 
almoign (see ALMOIGN); free-chant /7Zus, (see 
quot. ); free companion (see quot. and cf. FREE 
LANCE); so free company; free fish (see quot.); 
free grace, the unmerited favour of God (whence 
+ free gracian); + free holly (see quot.); free 
love, the doctrine of the right of free choice in 
sexual relations without the restraint of marriage 
or other legal obligation; whence /ree-lover, -oving, 
-lovism, etc.; free-milling a. Mining (of ores) 
easily reducible; free part J/us. (see quot.) ; 
free-stock (see quot. 1763); free-stuff Dudlding 
(see quot.); + free suitor, one of the tenants 
entitled to attend a manorial court; +free ward, 
2=L, hbera custodia, detention not involving close 
or ignominious restraint (hence /vee-warder) ; 
+ free-work, ? decorative mason-work. 

1503-4 dct 19 Hen, VI/,c. 29 Preamb., To hold. .of your 
Highnesse and of your heyres in *free & perpetuall Almes. 
1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 97a, Free almes, (which was free from 
any limitation of certaintie). 1876 Strainer & Barrett Dict, 
Mus. Terms, * Free chant is a form of recitative music for 
the Psalms and Canticles, in which a phrase, consisting of 
two chords only, is applied to each hemistich of the words. 
1820 Scott /vanhoe viii, A knight who rode near him, the 
leader of a band of *Free Companions, or Condottieri; that 
is, of mercenaries belonging to no particular nation, but 
attached for the time to any prince by whom they were 
paid. 1872 Ruskin Mors Clav. II. xv. 11 A soldier in one 
of these *free companies. 1602 Carew Cornwall 31a, 
After Shell-fish succeedeth the *free-fish, so termed, because 
he wanteth this shelly bulwarke. 1651 C. CARTWRIGHT 
Cert. Relig. 1. 108 How many, O Lord, doe with Pelagius 
fight for Free-will against Thy *Free-grace? 1871 CaRLyLE 
in Mfrs. Carlyle’s Lett. 1. 380 [She] was filled with the con- 
sciousness of free grace. 1647 Sattmarsu Spark. Glory 
(1847) 14x The *Free-Gracian. They that have discovered 
up Into free-grace or the mystery of salvation [etc.]. 1610 
Guittmm Heraldry 1. vil. 108 There is a kinde of 
Holly that is void of these Prickles .. and therefore called 
*Free-holly, which in my opinion is the best Holly. 1859 
Ho ann Gold F, vi. 96 The *free-love doctrines and free- 
love practices of the day. 1872 Tennyson Last Tourna- 
ment 275 ‘ Free love—free field—we love but while we may.’ 
1872 F. Hatt Recent Exempl. False Phil. 89 *¥ree-lovers 
may, with good reason, look up. 1879 Gro, Evior 7%eo. 
Such xviii. 318 Affection which lifts us above emigrating 
rats and *free-loving baboons. 1864 Realm 17 Feb. 3 
Advocates of *free-lovism, who believe the great evil of the 
world to be the indissolubility of marriage. 1895 C7ty 
Review 3 July 3/2 *Free milling ores are usually obtained 
from the auriferous quartz lying near the surface. 1876 
Srainer & Barrett Dict. Mus. Terms, *Free-parts, ad- 
ditional parts to a canon or fugue, having independent 
melodies, in order to strengthen or complete the harmony. 
1719 Lonpon & WiIsE Compl. Gard. Iv. 52 It should be 
Grafted on a Quince-stock, because on a *Free-Stock the 
Fruit grows spotted, small, and crumpled. 1763 J. WHEELER 
Botan. & Gard. Dict. s.v. Pyrus, All the sorts propagated 
in gardens are produced by budding, or grafting them upon 
stocks of their own kind; which are commonly called 
free-stocks, 1823 P, Nicnorson Pract. Build. 223 *Free 
Stuff, that timber or stuff which is quite clean, or without 
knots. 1620 WiLKinson Courts Leet §& Baron 108 Then 
call the *free suitors and dozonors one after another. 
c1640 J. Smytu Lives Berkeleys (1883) 1. 195 Which in the 
Court of this Lord in Radclive street shee denyed ; where- 
upon the freesuters there gave iudgment vpon his life. 
1637 RutHerrorp Lez, 23 Sep. (1891) 523 My spirit also is 
in *free ward. /dzd. 17 Sep. (1891) 516 Jesus hath a back- 
bond of all our temptations, that the free-warders shall 
come out by law and justice, in respect of the infinite and 
great sum that the Redeemer paid. a@x1718 Penn 77acts 
Wks, 1726 I. 726 Sculpture, *Free-work, inlayings and 
Painted Windows. 

Free (fr7), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. freed. [OE. 
Sréon, fréog(e an, =MUG. vrijen, ON. fria, frid:— 
OTeut. */rizéjan, f. *f/rzjo- FREE @.] 

1. trans. To make free; to set at liberty; to re- 


lease or deliver from bondage or constraint. 

c1000 /Exrric Lev, xxv. 10 On tain forgifenisse seare man 
sceal freogan zlcne peowan. c¢ 1205 Lay. 882 Ich hine wille 
freoien 3if he me 3efed gersume. c12g0 Genz. § Ex. 2787 
Nu am ic li3t to fren hem Seden, And milche and hunize 
lond hem queden. a@ 1300 Cursor M. 16942 Pan war we 
frehed all. c1470 Henry Wadlace vit. 1580 Thai frede the 
folk, in Ingland for to gang, 1513 DouGras 4ne7zs x. xiii. 
heading, Lausus..Quhilk fred his fader hurt in the bargane. 
1572 Satir. Poems Reform, xxxi. 108 France will haif hir 
brocht hame Quene And fred out of Ingland. 16x Biste 
2 Macc. ii. 22 ‘Vhey..freed the citie, and vpheld the lawes. 
1639 S. Du Vercer tr. Camus’ Admir, Events 23 Like a 
furious Tigres..seeking to free her young ones. 1693 
Dryven Persius’ Sat. vy. 182 Canst thou no other Master 
understand Than him that freed thee by the Pretor’s Wand. 
1841 Lane Avad, Nts, I. 64 He who beats his slave without 
fault..his atonement for this is freeing him, 1865 KincsLey 
Hevrew. xxi. 267 Then he freed one of these four men. 

b. Const. from, + of. 

c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom, 103 He ben panne fried of be 
deueles pralshipe. 1340 Ayend, 262 Ac yri ous uram queade, 
1613 Purcuas Pilevimage (1614) 284 The Portugals .. not 
onely freed that their Castle from Turkish bondage, but had 
meanes to fortifie it better. 165x Hosses Leviath. ul. xl. 
250 Till the Israelites were freed from the Egyptians. 1736 
Butter Avail, 1%. vi. Wks. 1874 I, 116 Freed from the 
restraints of fear, 1816 J. Witson City of Plague ut, i, 








FREE. 


They all died in ignorance of the plague That freed them 
from their cells, 1875 Jowerr Plato (ed. 2) 1V. 234 A 
philosophy which could free the mind from the power of 
abstractions. 

2. To relieve or deliver from, rid or ease of (a 
burden, obligation, inconvenience); to exempt /rom 
(payment, tribute, etc.), confer immunity upon. 
+ In early use chiefly, to exempt (a church, etc.) 
from feudal services or exactions. 

O. E. Chron, an. 777, Seo kyning freode pa bat mynstre 
Wocingas wid cining & wid biscop & wid eorl & wid ealle 
men. c1205 Lay. ro213 Freoden alle pe chirchen. c 1425 
Found, St. Bartholomew's (FE. BE. T.S.) 16 Or ony oehe 
chirche yn all Inglonde that is most y-freid. 1530 PaLsor. 
558/r, I free a marchandyse or person that shulde paye 
asomme or tale. Ye guitte. 1873 Satir. Poems Reform. 
xli. 80 Thocht of this feir thow salbe fred. 1598 Haxtuyr 
Voy. 1. 172 Vhe said marchants should be exempted 
and freed from all custome and imposition of small 
clothes. 1630 R. Yohnson’s Kingd. §& Commav. 95 If it 
be a blessing .. to be freed from corrupt and absurd cere- 
monies. 1748 Anson's Voy. u. ii. 137 We were now freed 
from the apprehensions of our provisions falling short. 176 
Hume //ist. Eng, U1. xxvii. 123 He freed their subjects from 
all oaths of allegiance. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) IIT. 314 
The lands would be held of nobody, and freed from all 
feudal services. 1842 A. Compr Physiol. Digestion (ed. 4) 
74 From all these inconveniences we are entirely freed. 
1866 Crump Banking ix. 198 That Bank of England notes 
should be freed from stamp duty. 1874 Green Short Hist. 
iv. § 2, 171 The towns had long since freed themselves from 
all payment of the dues. .exacted by the King. 

+b. intr. Zo free with:=‘To dispense with’ 
(see DISPENSE ¥. 9). Ods. 

16x Asp. PARKER Corr. (1853) 126 If that this young stu- 
dent had a dispensation for the delay of his orders-taking, yet 
he were not freed with for his laity and the bishop might 
repel him at his institution. 

+e. trans. To grant immunity from the opera- 
tion of a thing; to make safe or secure from. Ods. 

1611 Suaxs. Wint. T. 1v. iv. 444 Thou Churle, for this 
time (Though full of our displeasure) yet we free thee From 
the dead blow of it. 1613 Purcuas Pilerimage (1614) 311 
Chederles hereby freed from death. 1659 D. PeLy Lvpr. 
Sea 382 There are but few Trees .. that are free’d from the 
Thunder, save the Lawrel. 

d. To relieve or rid of the presence of a person, 
Const. fronz, of. 

1580 SipNEy Arcadia u. (1590) 134 Meaning to free him 
of so serpentine a companion as I am, @1639 SrotTTis- 
woop Hist. Ch. Scotl. (1677) 74 How soon the Cardinal was 
freed of the Earl of Lenox, he [etc.] 182x Scorr Aezzlw. 
ix, Desirous to get her house freed of her guest. 1833 Hr. 
Martineau fy. Hines § Pol. viii. 129 The gentleman soon 
chose to free the family of his presence. 1844 H. H. Wir- 
son Brit. India 111, 124 To free his rear from a force which 
cut off his communication with Rangoon. 


+e. To clear from blame or stain; to show or 


declare to be guiltless; to absolve, acquit. Ods. 

1593 SHAKs. Lucy. 1208 My life’s foul deed, my life’s fair 
end shall free it. x61x — Wnt. T. 11, ii. 112 Mine Honor 
Which I would free. x161x Biste Rom. vi. 7 He that is 
dead, is freed from sinne. 

f. To relieve, unburden (one’s mind), 

1869 TroLtore He knew, etc, I. xxvi. 204 ‘It is a matter 
in which I am bound to tell you what I think’. ‘ Very well. 
If you have freed your mind, I will tell you my purpose !’ 

3. To clear, disengage, or disentangle (a thing) 
from some obstruction or encumbrance. Const. 

Srom, of. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 759 Faire and open 
grounds, freed from woods. 1697 DrypEN Virg. Georg. 11. 
835 Nor cou’d their tainted Flesh with Ocean Tides Be 
freed from Filth. 1796 Mrs. Giassr Cookery xvii. 280 Take 
six pounds of young pork, free it from bone and skin. 1820 
Keats St. Agves xxvi, Of all its wreathed pearls her hair 
she frees. 1837 Gorinc & Pritcnarp AZicrogr. 203 For 
freeing the gases of their impurities. 1886 Law Times 
LX XX. 213/2 Has anyone ever succeeded in freeing a ship 
at sea in a warm latitude from cockroaches? 


b. Maut. (See quot. 1627.) 

1627 Carr. SmitH Seaman's Gram. vi. 27 Free the Boat is 
to baile or cast out the water, 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine 
(1789) Ss, There is no resource for the crew, except to free 
her by the pumps. 1867 Smytu Sazlor's Word-bk. s.v., To 
Sree a pump, to disengage or clear it. 1892 Law Times Rep. 
LXV. 590/z A ship..fouled her propeller, and it became 
necessary to put her upon the ground in order to free it. 

e. To get (oneself) loose, disengage, extricate. 

1659 D. Pett Jimpr. Sea 507 Till you have got up your 
Anchors, and freed yourselves from the shore, 1665 Hooke 
Microgr. 37 Its parts will be..agitated, and so by degrees 
free and extricate themselves from one another, 1852 Miss 
Yonce Cameos I. xxxv. 301 Having freed himself from 
his difficulties. 

+d. To open so as to allow free passage. Ods. 

1690 DrybEN Don Sebast. iv. i, This master Key Frees 
every Lock, and leads us to his Person. 1700 — Cy7non § 
Iphigenia 285 Hast'ning to his prey, By force the furious 
lover free’d his way. 

+4. To remove so as to leave the place clear, 
banish, get rid of. Ods, 

1599 DaniEL Octavia to Antonius li, Free thine owne 
torment, and my griefe release, 1605 Suaks, Mac. 111, yi. 
35 We may againe .. Free from our Feasts, and Banquets 
bloody knives. x6xx — Cyzd. 11. vi. 80 Bed, He wrings 
at some distresse. Gzz. Would I could free’t. 1613 Hey- 
woop Brazen Age u. ii. Wks. 1874 IL]. 239 By these all 
his stor’d labours he hath sent To call him home, to free her 
discontent, 1638 Forp fancies u. ii, Free suspicion. 

+b. Naut. To bale owt (water) trom a ship. 

1624 Carr. Smitu Virginia 11. v. 56 We kept her [a Barge] 

from sinking by freeing out the water. ‘ 
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FREE AND EASY, 


+ 5. To leap or get clear over, clear (a ditch, etc.). 
Cf. F. franchir, Obs. 


1653 Urquuart Radelais 1, xxiii, He..made him [a horse] 
..free the ditch with a skip. 17853 Burns Death § Dr. 
Hornbook iii, 1 stacher'd whyles, but yet took tent ay To 
free the ditches. 1799 Hist. in New Ann. Reg. 299/1 Rally- 
ing such of his troops as had been able to free these abysses. 

+6. To frank (a letter): see FRANK v.2 1. Obs. 

1775 Jounson Let. to H. Thrale Feb., Please to free this 
letter to Miss L. Porter at Lichfield. 1823 AZirvor I. 410/2 
Those who do not free their letters. ; ; 

7. Lead-mining. 'To register (a new mine, vein, 
etc.) by making the customary specified payment 


to the barmaster. Also, to free for. 

1601 High Peak Art. \ii. in Mander Derbysh. Min. Gloss, 
(1824) 131 If any Miner..do free or pay a Meare. 1653 
Mantove Lead-Mines 51 (E. D.S.) First the finder his two 
meers must free With oar there found, for the Barghmaster’s 
fee. 1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. s.v. Break-off, | am obliged 
to Free for a new Vein, or Forfeit the same tothe Lord. 1851 
Act 14 & 15 Vic. c. 94 Sched. i. § 12 If any Miner shall 
work any Mine or Vein without having duly freed the same. 

8. intr. (See quot.) ? U.S. 

1889 Century Dict., Free, intrans., To make free; take 
liberties: followed by w7¢h. [Colloq.] 

Hence Freed f/f/. a. 

1710 Pore Windsor For. 407 The freed Indians in their 
native groves. 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. II. 116 
The freed slave. 

Free and Joe adjectival phr., (adv.) and sb. 

A. adjectival phy. Unconstrained, natural, un- 
affected ; also, careless, slipshod. 

1699 Lister Journ. Paris 41 Inavery free and easie posture. 
r7xr Appison Sect, No. 119 P 3 The fashionable World is 
grown free and easy. 1756 R. Baron Pref. Milton's Eikon., 
In the book before us his style is for the most part free and 
easy. 1861 Hucues Tom Brown at Oxf. viii, I don’t think 
he has ever got back since that day to his original free-and- 
easy swagger. 1864 Newman Afologia 134, I hada lounging 
free-and-easy way of carrying things on. 

b. quasi-adz. 

1772 Hutton Bridges 83 Arches. .over large waters, which 
with their navigation pass free and easy under them at the 
same time. 

Hence Free-and-easiness. 

1868: Hotme Lee 2. Godfrey xxxiv. 184 Belle and Blanche 
. were well-bred free-and-easiness personified. 

B. sd. A conyivial gathering for singing, at which 
one may drink, smoke, etc. 

1823 in ‘Jon Ber’ [J. Badcock] Slang. 1832 Examiner 
460/1 The prisoner was a frequenter of Free and Easys, 1878 
Besant & Rice Celia’s Arb. xxxvi. (1887) 264 The Blue 
Anchor. . where there was a nightly free-and-easy for soldiers 


and sailors. 
Free bench. Zaw. Also free bank. (See 


quot. 1670.) 

1670 BLount Law Dict., Free-bench. signifies that estate 
in Copihold Lands which the Wife, being espoused a Virgin, 
hath, after the death of her Husband, for her Dower, 
according to the custom of the Mannor. 1714 Sfect. No. 614 
P16 The Steward is bound by the Custom to re-admit her 
to her Free-Bench. 1764 Kirsy Suffolk Trav. (ed. 2) 27 To 
hold in Name of Free-bank. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) I. 
328 If the widow be entitled to the whole of the copyhold, 
as her free bench, she may enter immediately. 

Free-board (frzboe.1d). [transl. of AF. franc 
bord: see FREE a. and Boarp sd. Sense 2 seems 
to have been suggested by sense 1.] 

1. Zaw. In some places the right of claiming 
a certain quantity of land outside the fence of 
a park or forest ; also, the land thus claimed. 

[?c 1350 Carta 7. Dom. Moubray in Dugdale Monasticon 
(165r) II. 241/z Et totum boscum quod vocatur Brendewode, 
cum frankbordo duorum pedum & dimidium, per circuitum 
illius bosci.] 1676 Cotes Fee-bord, a small space beyond 
or without the fence. 1795 Epworth (Linc.) Enclosure Act 
25 Any Freeboard, Screed, or Parcel of Land left outside the 
fences. 1793 in Chancellor Hist. Richmond (1894) 222 The 
Boundaries of His Majesty’s Park at Richmond, and the 
Free-board thereto belonging. 1894 /bid., Richmond Park 
has a free-board of 164 feet outside the boundary-wall. 

2. Vaut, (See quot. 1867.) 

31726 G. Snetvocke Voy, (1757) 268 Not having above 
sixteen inches free board..the water continually ran over 
us. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk. s.v. Plank-sheer, The 
space between this [plank-sheer] and the line of flotation has 
latterly been termed the free-board. 1880 7 ves 6 Aug. 5/3 
According to this vessel’s construction, she ought to have 
had 6 ft. freeboard. 

Hence Free’-boarded a. 

1883 Harper's Mag. Aug, 442/2 Low free-boarded, shallow, 
beamy boats. 

+ Free-boot, sd. Ods. [f. Fre a. + Boor sd.2; 
after FreEBoorer.] Plunder, robbery. 

1647 R. Sraryiton ¥uvenal 156 The Cilicians, that lived 
.-upon free boote. 1654 ViILVAIN Epit. Ess, vi. xxviii, The 
Swed free boot: Dane Dice and Drink approved. 

Free-boot, v.  [back-formation from Frrn- 
BOOTER.] 7z#tr, To act as a freebooter, plunder. 

1592 GREENE Black Bh.’s Messenger Wks. (Grosart) XI. 17, 
I came to the credite of a high Lawyer, and with my sword 
free booted abroad in the country like a Caualier on horse- 
backe, 1659 GaupEN Brounrig (1660) 104 Jesus..loves to 
see his Soldiers not stragling and freebooting in broken 
parties..but united. 1869 Zcho 28 Oct.,When the conquerors 
had freebooted thoroughly, they settled, 1879 V. Y. 777- 
bune 25 Nov. (Cent.), An ambition to. .freeboot it furiously 
over the placid waters took possession of their bosoms. 

Hence Free’-booting vé/, sb. and ffl. a. 

1596 Spenser State Jre/. (Globe) 631 When he goeth 
abrode in the night on free-booting. 1683 CHALKHILL 

Thealma § Cl. 119 Many a night Had they used this free- 
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booting. 1798 C. Smita Young Philosopher U1. 242 The 
free-booting savage. 1868 Mitman St. Paul's iii. 52 The 
great freebooting rebel. 1876 Fox Bourne Locke II. xi. 162 
Where freebooting was terribly rife. 

Freebooter (frz*bwtor). Also 6 frebetter, fri- 
booter, 7 frybuter. [ad. Du. wrzjbezter (Kilian 
vrijbueter) =Ger. freibeuter, f. the equivalents of 
Free a., Boory or Boor sd.2,-mr!. Cf. also Eng. 
Jflibutor, s.v. FinrBusteR.}] One who goes about 
in search of plunder; esp. a pirate or piratical 
adventurer. 

1570 MicnAret Coutweser in Burgon Life Gresham II. 
360 For so much as I was spoyled by the waye in cominge 
towards England by the Duke of Alva his frebetters, maye 
it please the Queenes Majestie [etc.]. 1598 Hakiuyr Voy. 
I. To Rdr. *5 They tooke fiue..ships of the Freebooters. 
1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Mlerch. 179 If the ship become 
assailed by Pirats or Frybuters. @ 1659 Br. Brownric Sev. 
(1674) I. xxix. 376 The Danites were .. Free-booters .. and 
did all by force. 1726 Suetvocke Voy. round World 12 
The ships there.. fired several shot at me, mistaking me for 
a free Booter. 1776 Apam Situ W, J. 1Vv. vii. (1869) LI. 151 
St. Domingo was established by pirates and free booters. 
1838 ‘l'nHIRLWALL Greece V.xlii. 214 Every freebooter was, or 
might easily become, a pirate. 1856 O_mstep Slave States 
314 These rail-road freebooters. 

trausf. and fig. 1600 W. Watson Quodlibets Relig. & 
State iv. (1602) too So..to send abroad his fribooters.. 
against other words and writings. a 1656 Br. Hatt Occas. 
Medit. (1851) 20 Those spiritual freebooters, that lie in wait 
for our souls. 1886 A, WincHEeLL Walks §& Talks Geol. 
Field 240 The fierce shark is the free-booter of the ocean. 

Hence + Free‘booter v. zztr. (see quot.); Free’- 
boo:tery, the practice of freebooters. 

1659 TorriAno, Vivere &@ discrettione .. for a souldier to 
free-booter or free-quarter in any place. 1822 T, L. Peacock 
Maid Marian xviii, 273 In the pure principles of freebootery 
have they excelled all men. 1851 Sir F. Patcrave Norm. § 
Lng. 1.448 The Pirate-Kings..agreed unanimously to forego 
their free-bootery. 

+ Free-booty. 0ds. [f. Frrx a. + Boory, after 
FREEBOOTER. | 

1. Plunder or spoil (to be) taken by force. 

1623 Bp, Hatt Sev. V. 152 If any usurping spirit of error 
shall have made a free-booty of truth. 1749 Frepinc Zon 
Fones xi. i, Whose property is considered as free-booty by 
all his poor neighbours. ; 

2. Taking of booty, plundering. 

1649 Defos. Cast. York (Surtees) 26 To goe to seaas aman 


of war upon free bootie. 

Free'-born, 2. 
cf, Ger. frezgeboren. | 

1. Born free, born to the conditions and privileges 
of citizenship, inheriting liberty. 

c 1340 Cursor M.9497 (Trin.) Fre born to be & not bonde. 
¢ 1410 Six Cleges 399, 1 am your man fre born, 1612 Row- 
LANDS More Knaues Yet ? (1613) 3 My freeborne Muse is no 
such seruile baby. @1720 SHEFFIELD (Dk. Buckhm.) Wks. 
(1753) I. 299 That free-born spirits should obey Wretches, 
who know not to sway! 1794 BLoomrieLp A mer. Law Rep. 
14 The Court do adjudge that the said Negro Peter was 
free-born, 1871 B. Taytor Faust (1875) II. m1. 178 To me 
a free-born Cretan did that journey bring Imprisonment. 

2. Pertaining to or befitting a free-born man. 

crs1o Robin Hood 2 in Arb. Garner VI. 423 Lithe and 
listen, Gentlemen, That be of freborn blood. 1605 rs¢ Pd. 
Feronimo in Dodsley O. PZ. (1780) III. 98 A base blush upon 
our free-born cheeks! 1621 Braruwarr Wat. Emb, Ded. 
(1641) Aij, Professed fauorer and furtherer of all freeborne 
studies. 1781 Gipson Dec?. § 7. ILI. lii.275 They insensibly 
lost the freeborn and martial virtues of the desert. 1813 
Scorr Rokeby 1, xvii, The wily priests .. damned each free- 
born deed and thought. 

+Free-bound. Ods. rarve—'. 
Bounp sd.1] = FREE-BOARD 1. 

1639 Of Nuisance to private Houses 7 Hee that maketh 
a Parke, will leave ground..without the pale for the Keeper 
to walke about it. . This is called free-bownd. 

+ Free burghership. Os. rare. [f. phrase 
Sree burgher (FREE a. 29) +-SHIP.] Citizenship. 

@ 1568 CoverpaLe Hoge Faith. vii. 42 Our conuersation, 
freburgership or dwelling, is in heauen. 


Free Church. 

1. gen. A church free from state control. In Ji. 
a name often given by Nonconformists to the various 
churches of Congregationalists, Baptists, etc., as 
distinguished from the Established Church. 

1869 Siceats (tite) A history of the Free Churches of Eng- 
land from A.D, 1688-a. D. 1851. 1892 Ch. QO. Rev. July 355 
Their..notion of any number of ‘Free Churches’, "1897 
Fairbairn in Oxford Free Ch. Mag. Jan. x (article) Vhe 
Free Churches and the education of their sons. 

2. The Free Church (Kirk) of Scotland: the 
organization formed by the ministers who seceded 
from the established Presbyterian Church in 1843. 


1843 [see Disruption 3]. 1874 Biackie SedéCult. 47 The 
Free Church of Scotland. ue i 2 


So Free-chu'rchism, the principles or doctrines 
of the Free Churches; Free-chu'rchman, a mem- 
ber of a Free Church. Also Free-ki-rker (depre- 
ctatévely), a member of the Free Kirk of Scotland, 
_ 1847 CaANDLISH in Life xiv. (1860) 402, I feel on this sub- 
ject far more as a Christian patriot than asa Free Church- 
man, 1881 Sat, Rev. 23 July 116/2 This egregious assump- 
tion of the Freekirkers. 1884 Chr. World 2t Feb. 135/3 
Thus, Freechurchism goes ahead in these colonies. 1897 
Oxford Free Ch. Mag. Jan. 3 These important bonds of 
faith between all Free Churchmen. 

+ Free cost. Ods. In phr. at, of, on, upon free 
cost =cost-free, gratis, (See also Cost sé.¥ 5c.) 


[f£ Free a. + Born ffl. a.; 


[f Free a. + 








FREEDOM. 


1863 SVomilies u. Agst. Idleness (2859) 517 Eating other 
men’s bread of free cost. 1627 Br. Hatt Best Bargaine 
Wks. 516 An error of free-cost is better than an high-rated 
veritie. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. u. iii. § 26 If he affirmeth it 
on free cost, we can confute it as cheap, by denying it. 16 
Wycnercey P2. Dealer Ded., A man .. had better pay for 
what he has at an inn than lie on free-cost at a gentleman’s 
house. 1749 Lavincton Enthus. Methodists & Papists 
(1820) 172 The Methodists asking her to live upon free-cost. 
1764 Mem, G. Psalimanazar 134 Considering how well 
acquainted I was with the way of travelling at free-cost. 
b. as adv. phr. without preposition. 

1648 Herrick /esfer., ‘ Nothing free-cost’ (1869) 189 
Nothing comes free-cost here. 1720 Ozet Vertot’s Rom, 
Rep. Il. 1x. 67 That the People might..see the Sports Free- 
cost. 

e. attrib. or adj. Gratuitous. 

1586 T. B. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 1. (1594) 136 Such 

parasites and scrap-gatherers at free-cost feasts. 


+ Free-denize, v. Obs. =Drnize. 

1577, 1577-87 [see DENIZE1, 2]. @ 1628 I’, GRevILLE Sidney 
x. (1652) 128 His own subjects free-denized in America. 
1630 LennarD tr. Charron’s Wisd. 1. xxxvii. § 10 (1670) 
123 The Son of God .. being come to secure and free-denize 
the world. 


+ Free-de‘nizen, s/. Obs. = DENIZEN 2, 2b. 

1576 [see DENIZEN 2]. 1587 FLEMING Contn. Holinshed 
IIL. 1348/2 Peter Moris free denison, having made an engine 
for that purpose. a 1640 Jackson Wks, (1673) III. 619 As 
often as any good or harm did happen to any Citizen or Free- 
denizon thereof. @ 1653 [see DENIZEN 2 b]. 


+ Free-de‘nizen, v. Ods. = DENIZEN v. I. 

1619 T. Mittes tr. AZexia’s Treas. Anc. & Mod. Times 
II. 910/2 The Irish language became free-denizened in the 
English Pale. 1655 Br. Hatt Rem. Wks. (1660) 202 No 
worldly respects can free-denison a Christian here. 

Freedman. [f. /reed, pa. pple. of Frun v. 
+ Man sd.] A man who has been a slave and 
is manumitted, an emancipated slave. 

1601 Hoitanp Pliny I, 245 Optatus his freed man (who 
sometime had bin a slaue of his). 1794 Suttivan View 
Nat. Il. 63 The freedman of Tiberius. 1834 LytTron 
Pompeit.i, He thinks. .to make us forget that he is the son 
ofafreedman. 1870 WuirttiER Soc. friends Pr. Wks. 1889 
III. 307 The Freedmen and Indians. 

Freedom (frzdom). Forms: 1 fréodém, fry- 
dém, 3-4 freodom, -dam, 4 sowth. vridom, 2--6 
fredom(e, 4-5 fre(e)dam, (4 fredame), 6-7 free- 
dome, 7 freedoom, Sc. friedome, 4— freedom. 
[OE. fréodém ; see Frun a, and -Dom.] 

1. Exemption or release from slavery or imprison- 
ment; personal liberty. + Letter of freedom: a 
document emancipating a slave. 

1230 Hali Meid.s5 Nis ha penne sariliche. .akast & in to 
bewdom idrahen, bat fram se muchel hehscipe & se seli freo- 
dom schal lihte se lahe in to a monnes beowdom. 1382 
Wycuir Deut. xv, 13 And whom with freedam thow 3yuest, 
thou shalt not suffre to goon awey voyd. 1596 SPENSER 
Ff. Q.v.v.57 Thus he long while in thraldome there remayned 
-- Untill his owne true love his freedome gayned. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 295 They will write any thing 
for monie, as letters of freedome for servants to runne away 
from their Masters. 1659 D. Pett Jmpr. Sea 298 Taken 
by the Turks, and. .have set their heads on work how to get 
their freedoms again. 1782 Cowper Charity 172 Neither 
age nor force Can quell the love of freedom in a horse. 1880 
E. Kirkt Garfield 38 Face to face with the alarming truth 
that we must lose our own freedom or grant it to the slave, 

b. fig. Liberation from the bondage of sin. 

c1oso Byrhtferth’s Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 320 
Wilnigende mid pbissum beowdome, cuman to ecum freo- 
dome. 1340 Ayend. 86 Pe ober uridom is pe ilke bet habbeb 
be guodemen. .bet god heb yvryd..uram pe preldome of be 
dyeule. 1526 Pilg. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 4b, From the 
thraldome of the princes of the world to the fredome of glory 
& kyngdome of god. 

2. Exemption from arbitrary, despotic, or auto- 
cratic control; independence; civil liberty. 

1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 225 Fredome all solace to man 
gifs. He levys at ese that frely levys! 1606 HoLtLanp 
Sueton. 42 They died for the Libertie and Free-dome of 
their Cittie. 31725 Swirt Drapier'’s Lett. v. Wks. 1761 IIT. 
97 Freedom consists in a people’s being governed by laws 
made with their own consent. 1780 Cowper Tadle Talk 
284 They, that fight for freedom, undertake The noblest 
cause mankind can have at stake. 1817 Byron Beffo xlvii, 
I like the freedom of the press and quill. 1850 TENNysoN 
In Mem. cix, A love of freedom rarely felt, Of freedom in 
her regal seat Of England. 

+3. The reese of being free or noble; nobility, 
generosity, liberality. Ods. 

¢ 1320 Cast, Love 145 He 3af Adam.. Feirlek, and freodam, 
and muche miht. ¢1386 Cuaucrr Monk's T. 564 He was 
of knyghthod and of fredam flour. c 1430 Pilger. Lyf Man- 
hode 1. \xxx, (1869) 47 Nay, but me shulde thinke suich a 
yifte ful of gret fredom .. and of gret curteysye. 1500-20 
Dunpar Poems xxi. 28 On fredome is laid foirfaltour. c1530 
Calisto §& Melib, Cia, With grace indewid in fredome as 
alexandre, 

4. The state of being able to act without hin- 
drance or restraint, liberty of action. 

¢1400 MaunpbEv. xvii. (1839) 193 Fissches, that han fre- 
dom to enviroun alle the Costes of the See, at here owne 
list, comen of hire owne wille to profren hem to the dethe. 
1588 SuHaxs. 77¢. A. 1. i. 17 And Romanes, fight for Free- 
dome in your Choice. 1633 Br, Hatt, Hard Texts 513 
Alexander of Macedon .. shall rule powerfully and with 
great freedom and absoluteness. 2718 Freethinker No. x 
t 5 Freedom of Thought is like Freedom in Actions. 1878 
Jevons Prim. Pol. Econ. 67 It is absolutely necessary to 
maintain .. the freedom of other men to labour if they like. 
1885 L'po0l Daily Post if how y 4/4 The Goyernment’s freedoin 
of action was limited by the fact that they came into negotia- 
tions partly concluded. 


FREE-HAND. 


5. The quality of being free from the control of 
fate or necessity; the power of self-determination 
attributed to the will. 

¢888 K. AitrreD Boeth. xii. § 2 Pu sezist pet God sylle 
zllcum frydom [17S. Co¢¢. freodom] swa god to donne swa 
yfel. 1340 Ayend. 86 Uri-wyl huer-by he may chyese and 
do uryliche ober pet guod ober pet kuead. Perne uridom he 
halt of god. 1690 Locke Hr, Und. 1. xxi. § 27. 123 In this 
then consists Freedom, (vzz.) in our being able to act, or not 
to act, according as we shall choose, or will. 1855 Bain 
Emotions xi. (1859) 544 The doctrine of Freedom was first 
elaborated into a metaphysical scheme, implying its opposite 
Necessity, by St. Augustin against Pelagius. 1884 tr. 
Lotze’s Metaph. 420 The freedom which is said to charac- 
terise mental life, and is distinguished from the necessity of 
nature. 

+6. Readiness or willingness to act. Ods. 

@ 1626 Bacon New A ?/, (1627) 18 We found such humanity, 
and such a freedome and desire to take strangers as it were 
into their bosom. 1697 Dampirr Voy. (1729) I. 502, I had 
been accustomed to hardships and hazards, therefore I did 
with much freedom undertake it. 

7. Frankness, openness, familiarity (in intercourse 
or conversation) ; outspokenness. 

1699 Lister Yourn. Paris 67,1 had not that freedom of 
Conversation as I could have wisht with both of them. 1705 
Avpison /taly 86 They are generally too distrustful of one 
another for the Freedoms that are us’d in such kind of Con- 
versations. 1792 Burke Corr, 1844 IV. 32, I talked a great 
deal to him with the freedom I have long used to him on 
this and on other subjects. 1887 F. Darwin Life § Lett. 
C. Darwin 1. 18 And laughed and joked with everyone.. 
with the utmost freedom. 

b. The overstepping of due or customary bounds 
in speech or behaviour; undue familiarity. Phr. zo 
take the freedom (to do something). 

1618 FiLetcuer Loyal Sud7. 1. i, Your eye..Is fix’d upon 
this captain for his freedom; And happily you find his 
tongue too forward. 1648 Boyte Seraph. Love (1660) 9 
This Love, I have taken the freedom to style ‘Seraphic 
Love’. 1681 Orway Soldier's Fort. u1.i, Let her alone to 
make the best use of those innocent Freedoms I allow her. 
1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 492 P 1 The young Women whorun 
into greater Freedoms with the Men. 1854 J. S. C. Apsorr 
Napoleon (1855) 1. xvi. 287 When the officers do not eat or 
drink, or take too many freedoms with the seamen. 


8. Of action, activity, etc.: Ease, facility, absence 
of encumbrance. 


1613 Suaxs. Hen. VIIJ, v.i. 103 You cannot with such . 


freedome purge your selfe. 1705 De For in Lett. Lit. 
Men (Camden) 322, I humbly thank your Lordship for the 
freedom of access you were pleas’d to give my messenger. 
1860 TYNDALL Glac. 11. iii. 243 The sun’s rays penetrate our 
atmosphere with freedom. 

9. Boldness or vigour of conception or execution. 

1643 Howe tt Le?z. I. vi. lvi. (1655) 303, I alwaies lov’d you 
for the freedom of your genius. 1782 Cowrrer Table-talk 
zoo Nature.. But seldom .. Vouchsafes to man a poet’s just 
pretence. Fervency, freedom, fluency of thought [etc.]. 
1842 Rocers /ztrod. Burke's Wks. (1842) I. 11 For by 
knowing..what was to be done in every figure they de- 
signed, they naturally attained a freedom and spirit of out- 


line. 
10. Physics. Capability of motion. Degree of 


Jreedom: an independent mode in which a body 
may be displaced. 

1879 THomson & Tair Nat, Phil. 1.1. § 197 Taking next 
the case of a free rigid body, we have evidently six degrees 
of freedom to consider. 

ll. The state of not being affected by (a defect, 
disadvantage, etc.) ; exemption fro. 

1606 SHaxs, Azt. & Cl. 1. iii. 57 Though age from folly 
could not giue me freedom It does from childishnesse. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 62 Promising to the doers long 
life, health .. Fas Fe from losses, and the like. 1756 
Burke S262. & B. 1. xiii, The contemplation of our own free- 
dom from the evils which we see represented. 1839 Miss 
Mirtrorp in L’Estrange Lz/e (1870) III. vii. 99 There is a 
freedom from cant about the authoress, which..I could not 
have anticipated. : 

12. Exemption from a specific burden, charge, or 
service; an immunity, privilege;= FRANCHISESO. 2b. 

e175 Lamb. Hom. 4x We eow wulled. .seggen of ba fre- 
dome pe limped to pan deie pe is icleped su sunedei. c 1205 
Lay. 22222 He sette grid he sette frid and alle freodomes. 
1386 [see FRANCHISE sd. 2b]. 1387 TrEvisa Higden (Rolls) 
If]. 6: He graunted hem fredom bsencscnitaites) pat dede 
pat deede. 1534 Wuirrinton Zudlyes Offices 1. (1540) 24 
Many thynges be commune to cytezyns amonge them selfe, 
as..fredomes, iudgementes, voyces in elections. 1675 Essex 
Pagers (Camden) I. 315 That all y® auntient freemen of y° 
respective Corporacions should enjoy their former freedoms 
eee Priviledges. x7xx T. Mapox Hist. § Antig. Excheg. 
524 K. John..granted to Robert de Lisieux .. Quittance or 
Freedom from Tallage. 1719 W. Woop Surv. Trade 9 All 
Foreigners might freely come and reside in any Part of this 
Kingdom..with the like Privileges and Freedoms as our 
selves. 1839 Keicutitey Hist. Eng. 1. 332 Freedom from 
arrest, a privilege at that time necessary for the cause of 
liberty. ? : ‘ 

b. A privilege possessed by a city, a corpora- 
tion, etc. Cf. FRANCHISE sd. 2a. 

1596 Suaks. Merch. V.iv. i. 35 If you denie it, let the 
danger light Vpon your Charter, and your Cities freedome. 
1612 Drayton Poly-o/. xi. 180 The great Freedoms then 
those kings to these [Universities] did _giue. 1673 ‘TemPLe 
Observ. United Prov. Wks. 1731 1. 9 Cities and Towns; of 
which the Old had their ancient Pisadckes and Jurisdic- 
tions confirmed, or others annexed. 


+e. A city or corporation possessing such im- 
munity. Also, the district over which the immu- 
nity extends; the ‘liberties’, Cf. FRANCHISE sd. 
5. Obs. 
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1879 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. u. Ep. Ded. t60b, The 
actes and lawes of certeine Municipies or freedomes. 1766 
Enrick London IV. 306 Passing over Tower-hill, they come 
again into the freedom. 

3. The right of participating in the privileges 
attached to: a. membership of a company or 
trade; b. citizenship ofa town or city; often con- 
ferred honoris causa upon eminent persons. Also, 
the document or diploma conferring such freedom. 

a. 1744 Parl. Bill in Hanway Trav. (1762) I. v. xxi. 
32 All persons ., should be admitted into the freedom of the 
said company, upon paying a fine of fifty pounds. 1746 
H. Watrote Let. Mann x Aug., It was lately proposed in 
the city to present him [the Duke of Hamilton] with the 
freedom of some company. 

b. 1579, 1606 [see FrANcHISE sd. 4]. 1748 SMOLLETT 
Rod. Rand. (1812) 1. soo The magistrates intended to com- 
pliment us with the freedom of their town. 1772 WrSLEY 
Frul. 28 Apr., They presented me with the freedom of the 
city. 1864 H. Ainswortu Yohn Law vi. iii, The freedom 
of his native city of Edinburgh was transmitted to him in a 
valuable gold box. 1885 Act 48 § 49 Vict. c. 29 An Act to 
enable Municipal Corporations to confer the Honorary 
Freedom of Boroughs upon persons of distinction. 

ce. The liberty or right to practise a trade; also 
the ‘fine’ paid for this: see freedom-fine. 

1712 ArsuTunot John Bull 1.iv, Lewis Baboon had taken 
up the trade of clothier and draper, without serving his time 
or purchasing his freedom. 1759 Gotpsm. Bee No. 5 P 20 
Exclusive of the masters, there are numberless faulty ex- 
penses among the workmen,—clubs, garnishes, freedoms, 
and such like impositions, 

d. Freedont of the Rule (Sc.), liberty granted 
to a Scotch advocate to plead at the English bar. 

1820 Scorr /vazhoe Introd., Ivanhoe. .may be said to have 
procured for its Author the freedom of the rules .. since he 
has ever since been permitted to exercise his powers of ficti- 
tious composition in England as well as Scotland. 

e. transf, Unrestricted use of. 

1652 Neepuam tr. Seldden’s Mare Cl. 155 Hee would 
not permit Merchants and Sea-men to enjoy a freedom of 
that Sea.. but at an extraordinarie rate. 1697 DAMPIER 
Voy. \. xix. 528 They having the freedom of our Ship, to go 
to and fro between Decks, 1862 Burton Bk. Huster (1863) 
48 Having conferred on you the freedom of the library, he 
will not concern himself by observing how you use it. 

14. Sc. A piece of common land allotted to a 
free-man. 

1805, Forsytu Beauties Scot?. 11. 473 Each of these free- 
men possesses what is called a lot or freedom, containing 
about four acres of arable land, 1861 Howie 7st. Acc. Ayr 
y. 46 The Newton people divided them [the lands] into 48 
portions. These were denominated freedoms, 

15. attrib. and Comd., as freedom-loving adj.; 
freedom-fine, a payment made on being admitted 
to the freedom of a city, guild, or corporation. 

1882 CassELL, /’7¥eedom-fine. 1884 Miss Hickson /ved. ix 
17th Cent. I. Introd. 15 The Ulster of to-day... filled with the 
. freedom-loving men of the mixed race. 

Hence + Freedom 2%. ¢vans., to set free. Also 
Free‘domless a., without freedom ; + Free'dom- 
ship, investiture with a freedom. 

1548 Gest Pv. Masse 107 Christe mourderd, broken, and 
offered was the meane wherwyth we be fredomed frome y? 
thraldome of .. y® devyll. 1583 Gotpine Calvin on Deut. 
cxxxvi. 838 Baptisme .. was ministred with such reuerence, 
that .. the Congregation was assembled together, as if one 
were to receiue an holy freedomship. 1821 Byron Jrish 
Avatar iii, Famine which dwelt on her freedomless crags. 

Freedstool: see FRITHSTOOL, 

Free-hand (frzheend), a. Of drawing: Done 
with a free hand, i.e. without guiding instru- 
ments, measurements, or other artificial aid. Also 
absol. or quasi-sd. = free-hand drawing. 

1862 in Dict. Arch. (Arch, Publ. Soc.), s.v. 1879 Cassedl’s 
Techn. Educ. 1, 48/1 The study and practice of freehand 
drawing givesaccuracytotheeye. 1888 Nature XXXVII. 
294 The curve was not done by freehand, but by means of 
engineer’s curves. 


Free-ha'nded, a. [f. Frue a. + Hann sd. + 
-ED 2.]_ Open-handed, generous, liberal. 

a16s6 Be. Hatt Soliloguies 75 He is freehanded and 
munificent. 1832 Miss Mitrorp l’7dlage Ser. v.(1863) 325 The 
free-handed and open-hearted farmer, 1855 Macauray /77s¢. 
Lng. III. 717 A bold, jolly, freehanded English gentleman. 

Free-hea‘rted, z. [f. Free a. + Heart + 
-ED 2,] Having a ‘ free heart’ in various senses ; 
frank, open, unreserved ; unburdened with anxiety, 
guilt, or suspicion; acting on the spontaneous im- 
pulse of the heart ; generous, liberal, bountiful. 

1398 TrevisA Barth, De P. R. xv. \xxix. (1495) 520 Angry 
of speche and sharpe. Netheles free herted and fayr of 
speche. c1440 Promp, Parv. 177/2 Fre hertyd in yeftys .. 
liberalis. 1849 CoverDALE Evrasm. Par. Ded. x They 
shewed them selues so willing, so glad, so cherefull, and so 
fre harted, to further the worke. 1571 GoLtpING Calvin on Ps. 
xviii. 2 Bound..with the bond of freeharted and willing 
love. 1607 Suaks. 77072 u1. i, 10 That.. Free-hearted 
Gentleman of Athens. 1684 Otway AZ/ezst 1. i, Come, 
come, no trifling, be free-hearted and friendly. 1728 Gay 
Begg. Op. u. i, Money was made for the Freehearted and 
Generous. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Bk. (1859) 43 He.. 
throws off his habits of shy reserve, and becomes joyous and 
free-hearted, @ 1853 Rosrrtson Lect. ii. (1858) 6x A rigorous 
proscription of all freehearted mirth. : 

Hence Free-hea'rtedly adv. (in mod. Dicts.) ; 
Free-hea'rtedness, 

1607 Hieron Ws. I. 389 As for examples, we haue .. the 
free heartednesse of Cornelius, he gaue much almes. 1686 
Burner Tvav. i. (1750) 57 They all met with a Kindness and 
Freeheartedness, that [etc.]. 





FREEING. 


Freehold (frzhowld). Zaw. For forms see 
FREE @. [f. Free a.+ Hop sd.; a transl. of AF, 

Sraunc tenement. | 

1. A tenure by which an estate is held in fee- 
simple, fee-tail, or for term of life; applied also to 
a corresponding tenure of a dignity or office. 

1523 FirzHers. Surv. 12 There be many maner of fre 
holdes, and holde their landes and tenementes in diuers 
maner, 1598 Marston Sco. Vidlanie 1. ii. C 4 When tenure 
for short yeeres (by many a one) Is thought right good be 
turn’d forth Littleton, All to be headdie, or free hold at least. 
a 1626 Bacon Max. § Uses Com. Law (1636) 44 Leases for 
lives are also called freeholds. 1660 R. Coxe Power & Subj. 
25 Do or Dedito such a man or woman for term of either of 
their lives, or to such a man or woman during the life of 
another, creates a freehold. 1846 ParKe Moore's P. C. 
Cases V. 391 A party cannot be removed from office, in which 
he hasa freehold, but for misconduct. 1858 Lp. St. LEonarps 
Handy-bk. Prop. Law x. 65 An estate for life, or for another 
man’s life, is termed a freehold, less than an inheritance, but 
still a freehold. 

2. An estate or office held by this tenure. 

1467 in Lug. Gilds (1870) 393 And that he be of frehold 
yerly, at the leste, xl. s. 1495 Act11 Hen. VII, c. 16 Who 
that hath eny freeholde within the Toun of Caleis. 1542-3 
Act 34 § 35 Hen. VIII, c. 22 Manours..beinge the in- 
heritaunce or the freholde of his wife. 1691 Case of Exeter 
Coll. 22 He must be turned out by due course of Law; 
and not frighted from his freehold by the thunder of Ex- 
communication. 1712 Pripeaux Direct. Ch.-wardens (ed. 4) 
25 The Vicar hath the Freehold of the Chancel. 1765 
BracksTone Commi. 1.1. 100 No freeman shall be divested 
of his freehold. 1856 Emerson ZL7g. Traits, Aristocr. 
Wks. (Bohn) II. 8z The great estates are absorbing the small 
freeholds. 1871 Freeman Wore, Cong. (1876) 1V. xviii. 167 
One lordship in Somerset, alone among all the lands of 
England, became the freehold of the Church of Saint Peter 
at Rome. 

3. transf. and fig. 

1611 Biste Transl. Pref. 2 He that medleth with mens 
Religion medleth with their custome, nay, with their free- 
hold. 163r Massincer Beleive as Vou List ww. ii, Courtezan, 
Yf thou wer’et Ten times a Kinge, thou liest. I am a ladie 
.. Metellus. Hee hath touchd her free hold. @ 1882 WHITTIER 
My Triumph 18,1. .take by faith, while living, My freehold 
of thanksgiving. : 

4. attrib. or adj. Held by freehold; relating to 
or of the nature of freehold. 

1527 Test. Ebor. (Surtees) V. 235 All my landes, as well 
copiehold as freehold. 1647 Warp Szmzp. Cobler 63, I have 
observed men to haue two kindes of Wills, a Free-hold will 
..ora Copy-hold will. 1827 Jarman Powed?’s Devises (ed. 3) 
II. 115 The testatrix having in a former part of her will dis- 
posed ofall her freehold estate. 1876 Dicpy Real Prof. iil. 
§ 15. 139 When the rights over the land are given for a period 
the termination of which is not fixed or ascertained by a 
specified limit of time, the interest is a freehold interest. 

Freeholder (fr7houldoz). [f. Free a. + Hop- 
ER; rendering AF. fraunc tenaunt.] 

1, One who possesses a freehold estate. 

For the use in Scots Law see quot. 1890. 

c 1428 WynToUN Cron. vill. xi. 9 In Fyfe bat tyme wes nane 
Erle, Lord, na Capytane, De Fre-haldarys of pat Land. 
1523 FirzHers. Surv. Prol., And than may the lorde of y® 
sayd maners .. haue parfyte knowledge .. who is his fre- 
holders, copyeholders, customarye tenaunte, or tenaunt at 
his wyll. 1664 Butter /7zd. u. iii. 1169 He must (at least) 
hold up his hand, By twelve Free-holders to be scann’d. 
1765 BLacksTone Comznz. 1. ix. 347 He [the coroner] is still 
chosen by all the freeholders in the county court. 1876 
Bancrort His¢. U.S. III. i. 13 The cultivator of the soil 
was, for the most part,a freeholder. 1890 Bedl’s Dict. Law 
Scorl. (ed. 7), Freeholder .. in modern language, applied to 
such as, before the passing of the Reform Act of 1832, were 
entitled to elect or be elected members of Parliament, and 
who must have held lands extending to a forty shilling land 
of old extent, or to £400 Scots of valued rent. 

Jig. 1637 Rutuerrorp Let. g Sep. (1891) 499 The whole 
army of the redeemed ones sit rent-free in heaven .. we are 
all freeholders. 1670 Brooxs Wks. (1867) VI. 373 Hypo- 
crites are hell’s free-holders. 1751 JoRTIN Servs. (1771) V. 
ix. 195 God did not make them freeholders; they held their 
possessions under him. 

2. slang. (See quot.) 

axzoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Freeholder, he whose Wife 
goes with him to the Ale-house. 1725 in Mew Cant. Dict. 

Hence Free‘holdershi:p. 

1810 BentHaM Packing (1821) 247. 1862 ANSTED Channel 
Ist. w. xxiii. (ed. 2) 544 It began with fiefs, and it has 
developed a system of practical freeholdership. 


+ Free‘holding, vd/. sb. Obs. [f. Fren a. + 
Ho.pine vd/. 5b.; after FREEHOLD.] = FREEHOLD, 

1591 Charter of Kilmarnock in A. McKay Hist. Kil- 
marnock (1864) 359 We have given..to our beloved cousin, 
Thomas, Lord Boyd, in free-holding or life-rent. 1637 
Rutuerrorp Lez. cciil. (1891) 40x We are but loose in trying 
our free-holding of Christ. [1715 M. Davies Athen. Brit. 1. 
306 Franktenement..must be the Freeholding of an Estate, 
either in Fee-simple or Fee-tail.] 

Pree‘holding, //. a. rare. [f. Fren a. + 
Hoxupine ff/. a.; after FREEHOLD] ‘That pos- 
sesses a freehold; in + early use adsol. or sb.=AF. 


Sraunc tenaunt, FREEHOLDER. 

13.. Coer de L. 1259 To Londoun, to hys somouns, Come 
as Boats and every freeholdande. 1890 Sfectator 10 
May, Freeholding peasants. 

Freeing (frzin), vd. sd. 
The action of the verb Fren. 

r6ox High Peak Art. |. in Mander Derbysh. Min. Gloss. 
(1824) 130 Such working and freeing of the said new taker. 
1620 Brent tr. Savpi’s Counc. Trent 1.6 An absolution or 
freeing, made by authority of the Prelate. 1631 MassinceR 
Emperor East v. i, The freeing of an innocent From the 
emperor’s furious jealousy, 1802 Mawr Mineral Derbysh. 


[f. Fren v.+-InG!.] 


FREEISH. 


204 (E. D. S.), Freeing sé., entering a mine or vein in the 
bar-master’s book. 1872 TENNYSON Lynette 992'Toward thy 
sister's freeing. F 

b. attrib. and Comb.; freeing-dish, the dish or 
measure of ore with which a Derbyshire lead-miner 
‘frees’ his vein; freeing-port (see quot.). 

1851 Act 14 § 15 Vict. c. 94 Sched. i. § 11 Being called the 
Freeing Dish. 1880 7'ies 23 Oct. 5/4 This inner bulwark 
is provided at intervals with freeing ports, so that in case 
a sea breaks over and fills them they may quickly be relieved 
of the water, 

Free‘ish, a. [see -1sH.] Somewhat free. 

1820 Blackw, Mag. VII. 391 A gay comedy. .and a freeish 
farce, 

Freel, ? =Fritt sd.) 2. 

1637 I. Morton New Eng. Canaan (1883) 227 Freeles 
there are, Cockles and Scallopes. 

Freel(e, obs. form of Frain a, 

Free‘lage. ds. exc. Sc. dial, Forms: a. 3 
freolac, -aic, -ec, vreoleic. f. 6 frelege, -lige, 
-lag(e, 7 freledge, 6-7 freelege, 9 freelage. 
[OE. *fréo-lac, f. fréo, Frum a, + -ldéc : see -LOOK 
(fréoldc occurs only as a compound of /dc neut. 


oblation). 

In the later 8 forms the suffix -Zege has been substituted 
for OF, -/éc, on the analogy of Anow/edge, or possibly by 
the same process that has led to the substitution in that 
instance. } : : 

+1. =Frenpom in various senses; esp. in later 
use, a franchise or privilege. Ods. 

a, a1225 Ancr. RX, 286 Anker, of oder freolac, haued ibeon 
oderhwules to freo of hire suluen. a@x2zg Leg. Kath. 2366 
Ha .. bisohte .. pat he for his freolec, firstede hire. c¢ 1230 
Hali Meid. 7 Nis bis peowdom inoh ajain pat ilke freolaic 
pat ha hefde. 

B. 1513 Douctas Aéneis 1x. iii. 47 Quhat God hes to hym 
grantit sik frelage? 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. ILI. 359 In 
strang presoun, but ransoun or frelag, ‘his nobill man. .{he] 
maid to die. 1593 B. Barnes Parthenophil & P. iv. in Arb. 
Garner V. 341 Whom thou in person guardest 1 (lest sub- 
orners Should work his freelege), 1593 Aétes § JZon. Ch. 
Durh, (Surtees) 36 A frelige graunted by God and Sancte 
Cuthbert for every such offender to flie unto for succour, 
1617 in Best Harm. Bhs, (Surtees) 173 Grace my wife and 
her mayde to have theire dyet..as he used to have when 
I was lyveinge, and the freledge of the gardens. 1674 Ray 
N.C, Words 19 Hreelege (Sheffield), Privilege. Jununitas, 

2. Sc. dial. ‘An heritable property, as distin- 
guished from a farm, Xoxd.’ (Jam.) 

attrib, x805-1x A, Scorr Poems 42 (Jam.) Altho’ he had 
a freelage grant O’ mony a tree, herb, flower, and plant, Yet 
still his breast confessed a want. 

Free lance. 

1. A term used by recent writers denoting one of 
those military adventurers, often of knightly rank, 
who in the Middle Ages offered their services as 
mercenaries, or with a view to plunder, to belli- 
gerent states; a ‘condottiere’, a ‘free com- 
panion ’. 

1820 Scorr /vanhoe xxxiv, I offered Richard the service 
of my Free Lances. 1855 Miss Yonce Lauces of Lynwood 
vi. (1864) 95 He..knewa d’Aubricour would be no discredit 
to his free lances. 1877 Mrs. Otirnant Aakers Flor. iii. 77 
‘Those rude German free-lances, ever ready to sell themselves 
to the highest bidder, 

2. fig. Applied esp. to a politician or controver- 
sialist who owns no fixed party allegiance, but from 
time to time assails one party or the other in a 
capricious or arbitrary manner; also, to one who 
in any department of speculation or practice follows 
the methods of no particular school. 

1864 Standard 16 Apr., They may be Free Lances in 
Parliament so long as the guerilla career suits them, 1883 
S.C. Hatt Retrospect Il. 135 The band of literary free- 
lances that..made /vaser’s Magazine a name of terror. 
1889 Jssore Coming of Friars v. 216 The Friars. .were free 
lances with whom the bishops had little to do. 

+Free'less, a. Ols-! [=ON. /ryju-lauss 
blameless, f. fry/a taunt + -Jazzss -LESS.] Blameless. 

13.. £. #, Addit. P. A. 431 That freles fleze of hyr fasor. 

Free-litver, One who lives freely ; one who 
gives free indulgence to his appetites. 

171x Suarress. Charact. (1737) I11. 306 Those naturally 
honest appellations of free-livers, free-thinkers. .or whatever 
other character implies a largeness of mind and generous 
use of understanding. 1806 Cudina 53 This is a good. .dish, 
for free-livers, 1822 W. Irvine Braced, Hall (1849) 87 Free- 
livers on a small scale, 

Free-li'ving, «. 

1. Living freely and abundantly, given to free 
indulgence of the appetites. 

1818 Scorr //rt, Mid/. xvi, ‘He was a gude servant o’ the 
town. .though he was an ower free-living man’, 

2. Biol, Living free from and independent of 
the parent. 


‘3 in Century Dict. 

+ Free‘ly, z. Obs. [OE. fréolic: see FRrux a. 
and -Ly 1.) Free, noble; excellent, goodly, beau- 
tiful, lovely, (A stock epithet of compliment in 
ME. poetry: cf. Frum a. 3.) 

Beowulf 615 Freolic wif. ax00o Riddles xv. 13 Freolic 
fyrdsceorp, ax2a2g Leg, Kath. 68 A meiden. .feir ant freo- 
lich o wlite & o westum. @x300 Cursor M, 8376 Pou freli 
king, sa ful o bliss. 13.. £2. 2. Addit, P. B. 162 To pis 
frelych feste pat fele arn to called. ¢x320 Six Tristr. 19 
Sone to dep per drewe Mani a frely fode. cx1350 Will. 
Palerne 822 Alle freliche foules pat on bat frib songe. ¢ 1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 42 Ryse vp now, with thi frely 
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face. 201473 Sor. lowe Degre 545 in Hazl. Z. P. PAI. 44 
Vndo thy dore ! my frely floure. 
b. absol. Noble one, fair one. (Cf. FREE B.) 

13.. &. £. Allit. P. A. 1155 Quen I se3 my frely I wolde 
be tae c1420 Anturs of Arth, xxix, That freli., And the 
kene kny3te. 

Hence Fre‘lyhede, 

c1440 ¥acob's Well (E. E. T. S,) 185 Pe vj. spanne in pe 
handyl of pi confessioun, is frelyhede ; bat frely..for loue & 
deuocyoun to God, pou art schrevyn. 

Freely (frzli), adv. [OE. fréolice, ME. freo- 
liche, freliche, frely, f. FREE a. +-LY 2.] 

1. Of one’s own accord, spontaneously ; without 
constraint or reluctance; unreservedly, without 
stipulation ; readily, willingly. 

c825 Vesp. Psalter xciii.[xciv.] 1 Libere egit, freolice dyde. 
c888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. xviii. § 4 Seo sawl feerp swipe freo- 
lice to heofonum. cxz2o0g Lay. 5547 Of Normaundie & of 
Flaundres freoliche him fulsten, 13.. Guy Warvw. (A.) 209 
Gij him answerd freliche : ‘ Sir, ichil wel blepeliche’. c 1386 
Cuaucer Frankl. T, 876-7 And right as frely as he sente 
hir me, As frely sente | hirto himageyn. c 1460 Fortrscue 
Abs. §& Lim. Mon. xii. (1885) 139 ‘The reaume off Fraunce 
givith neuer ffrely off thair owne gode will any subsidie to 
thair prince. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 11 These 
. .gyftes and graces, he hath gyuen to vs frely. 1586 T. B. 
La Primaud. Fr. Acad. 46 Let us freely forsake all such 
things [worldly goods]. 1607 SuHaxs. Tio 1. i. 110 Lord 
Timon, heare me speake. 72. Freely good Father. 1664 
Evetyn Kad, Hort. (1729) 187 Let none .. despise .. these 
short Directions, so freely and ingenuously imparted. 1817 
Lp. ELLensorouGu in Maule & Selwyn Rep. K. Bench V1. 
316 He does not even ask for [the bills]; but they are freely 
and voluntarily handed over. 1862 Ruskin Unto this Last 
82 He may either give it us freely, or demand payment for 
it. 1865 R. W. Date Few. Temp. ix. (1877) 92 He freely 
forgives the penitent. 

b. With freedom of will or choice. 

1340 Ayend. 86 Uri-wyl, huer-by he may chyese and do 
uryliche ober pet guod ober pet kuead. 1398 TRevisa 
Barth, De P. R.1. ii. (1495) 28 Angels haue myght and 
power frely to chese to vnderstonde and to loue. 1667 
Mitton P, ZL. v. 538 Freely we serve, Because we freely 
love, as in our will To love or not. 

2. Without constraint or reserve in regard to 


speech; unreservedly, frankly, openly, plainly. 

1596 Suaks. Merch. V. 1. ii. 257, I freely told you. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ef. 1. viii. 32 To speake freely 
what cannot bee concealed. 1732 BerkeLey Alciphr.1§ 4 
He may speak his mind freely to me without fear of offend- 
ing. 1766 Gorpsm. Vic. W. xxi, We were shewn a room 
where we could converse more freely. 1849 MAcauLay 
Hist. Eng. 11. 69 She well knew that she was not hand- 
some, and jested freely on her own homeliness, 1884 Leeds 
Mercury 24 Oct. 8/2 He..freely criticised the policy of the 
Government in South Africa. 

3. Without restraint or restriction upon action or 
activity; without let, hindrance, or interference. 

@ 1300 Cursor M, 2238 Pat ai quen we se anichesun, Freli 
may climbe vp and dun. 13.. &. £, Alldit. P. B. 1106 
Hit ferde fdllokee in fete in his fayre honde. ¢1380 Wyc.ir 
Sel, Wks, II. 362 For banne Goddis lawe my3te freeli 
renne bi be lymytis pat Crist hab ordeyned. 1803-4 Ac¢ 19 
Hen. VII, c. 34 § 8 Every suche Woman. .[shall] frely enjoye 
.-all hir owne inheretaunce. 1576 Baker Yewedll of Health 
17b, To thende the fire maye..burne the freelyer. 1609 
SKENE Reg. Maz. 38 ‘The woman may frelie marie, against 
the will of the over-lord. 1695 Lp. Preston Boeth. 1. 10, I 
began to breathe more freely. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 
143 That the Light may the freelier play upon the Glass, 
1874 MorLey Comprontise (1886) x The right of thinking 
freely and acting independently. 1879 Cassedl’s Techu. 
Educ, vit, 9t/t These wheels turn freely upon the shaft. 

b. Without observance of strict rule; loosely. 

1869 Puituirs Vesuv. vii, 180 Only a freely sweeping line 
can justly express the form. 1870 Max Mutter Sc. Relig. 
(1873) 122 Translate it somewhat freely. 

4, Without stint ; plentifully, abundantly; gene- 
rously, liberally. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M, 12332 Tesus tok pis corn for-melt, And 
freli it a-bute himdelt. 13.. Z. £. Ad/it, P C. 20 For bay 
schal frely be refete ful of alle gode. 1597 SHaxs. 2 Hen. 
IV, w. ii. 75 You would drink freely. 161x Bisre Gen. ii. 
16 Of euery tree of the garden thou mayest freely eate. 1659 
D. Pety Luipr. Sea 100 note, Throw your monies away 
freely in the Alehouse. 1725 De For Voy. round World 
(1840) 260 We ate very freely. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
I. 431 The blood flowed freely. 1879 Cassedl's Techn. Educ. 
IV. 23/2 He lived in princely style and spent his money 
freely, 1883 ep. Geol. Explor. N. Zealand 39 Gold has 
been found freely. 1892 E. P. Dixon (Hull) Seed Catal. 
37 Brachycome Iberidifolia .. blooms freely, and is useful 
for bedding. ; é 

+5. In freedom, with the rights of free birth; 
without servitude, with absolute possession (of pro- 
perty, franchises, etc.). /eely begotten = lawfully 
begotten. Ods, 

c.1205 Lay. 5440 3e scullen. .habben freoliche eoure lond. 
1375 Barsour Srice 1, 228 He levys at ese, that frely levys ! 
¢ 1393 Cuaucer Mariage 31 God graunte you youre lyf 
frely to lede In fredom. 1415 2. &. Wills (1882) 24 Hers 
of his body frelych be-gotun. ¢ 1425 Wyntoun Cro. vu. i. 
65 Bot it suld joys all Fredomys, Franchys, Profit, and 
Customys, Alsa frely as before. ¢1430 Pilgr. Lyf Man- 
hode 1. x\vi. (1869) 27 And that the gouernaunce of heuene 
longeth freeliche to me. ¢x500 in Arnolde Chyon, Index 
Neg 1) rr That citezens of London,.of al their libarteis and 
re vsage as holly and fully be restored. As them the tyme 
of ony our progenitours Kinges frelyest and fullyest they 
had. 1596 Sanne) Merch. V. i. ii. 252, I must freely haue 
the halfe of any thing That this same paper brings you. 
r60or — Twel, N.1.iv. 40 Thou shalt liue as freely as thy 
Lord, To call his fortunes thine. a 1647 Hasincron Surv, 
Worcestersh. in Wore. Hist, Soc. Proc, u. 255 The Church 
heald one Hyde freely. 
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+6. Nobly; excellently, beautifully. Ods. 

c1205 Lay. 28941 An hundred and sixti busend freoliche 
iwapned. a@x1225 ¥x/iana 21 And under hire nebscheft al 
se freoliche ischapet. c1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 10 
Fulle frely he lyued here. ¢1350 Wild. Palerne 2634 On 
pe fairest on face and frelokest ischapen. 

+7. a. Without payment or cost, gratis; b. with- 
out punishment. Ods.; = FREE adv. 

1340 Hampote Pr. Conse. 5965 Quod gratis accepistis, 
gratis date. He says ‘ pat pat 3e haf of grace fre And frely 
resayved, frely gyf 3e’. 1382 Wycuir J/sa. lii. 3 Freeli 
[Vulg. gratis] 3ee ben sold, 1480 Caxton Chron, Eng. 
cxxxvi. 116 Somme of hem lete he go frelych and somme 
lete he putte to the deth. 1546 WrioTHESLEY Chron. (1875) 
I. 163 Which were discharged frelie without paying any fine 
to the cittie. 1550 CrowLey Last Trump 1411 Let none 
break such laws freli. 1589 Act 31 Eliz. c.6 § 1 Freelye 
without anye rewarde. 1759 B. Martin Wat. Hist. Eng. 
I. 264 For 153 children to be taught freely. 


8. Sc. + Entirely, completely (ods.); also used as 


an intensive, very. 

1g00-20 Dunpar Poems xxv. 78 Quhen flude and fyre sall 
our it frak, And frely frustir feeld and fure. 1873 W. ALEx- 
ANDER Yohuny Gibb xi. (ed. 3) 66, ‘I wud like freely weel to 
see them, man’, said the stranger. 

Freeman (fr7mzn). [OE./réomaz: see FREE a, 
and MAN sd.] 

1. a. One who is personally free; one who is not 
a slave or serf. b. In later use often, one who is 
politically free ; one not a subject of a tyrannical 
or usurped dominion. 

a@1000 Czdmon’s Gen. 2175 (Gr.) Hwet zifest pu me .. 
freomanna to frofre. c1000 Laws of Atthelred 1. i. § & 
Det zlc freoman zetreowne borh hebbe. c¢ 1205 Lay. 15577 
Pu nahtes inane stude habben freo-monnes ibude. ¢ 1275 
fortune 3 in O. E. Misc. (1872) 86 Wyp freomen hu art 
ferly feid. a@1300 Cursor M. 16022 All fai gedird o be tun, 
bath freman and dring. 1382 Wycur /£%. vi. 8 Whethir 
seruaunt, whether fre man. c1440 Promp. Parv. 178/1 
Fremann, made of bonde .. sanwmissus. 1601 SHAKS. 
Ful. C, ut. ii. 25 Had you rather Cesar were liuing, and 
dye all Slaues; then that Caesar were dead, to liue all Free- 
men? 1659 Rusuw. fist. Coll. I. 459 No Free-man shall be 
imprisoned without due Process of the Law. 1784 Cowrer 
Task v. 733 He is the freeman whom the ‘Truth makes free 
And all are slaves beside. 1793 Burns Scots, wha hae 
iv, Free-man stand, or free-man fa’. 1850 LyELL 2nd Visit 
U.S. II. 98 A coloured free-man. 1875 Jowretr Plato 
(ed, 2) III. 222 Injustice, whether existing among slaves or 
freemen. 

2. One who possesses the freedom of a city, 
borough, company, etc. 

1386 Rolls of Parit. III. 225/t The eleccion of Mairaltee 
is to be to the Fre men of the Citee. 1682 Ang. Elect. 
Sherif/s 34 The Rights. .are not only granted to the Mayor, 
but to the Free-men and Barons. 1705 Appison /taly Wks, 
1721 II. 42 Both having been made Free men on the same 
day. c1744 Parl. Bild in Hanway Trav. (1762) I. v. lxxi. 32 
The oath to be taken by the freemen of the said company. 
1805 Forsytu Beauties Scotl. 11. 474 The son and heir of a 
freeman succeeds to his inheritance within the borough un- 
encumbered by the debts ofhis father. 1863 H. Cox /ustit, 
Il, ix. 730 The electors [of the Council] are citizens, bur- 
gesses, or freemen. 


3. In various modern uses. a. (See quot.) 

1836 W. Irvine Astoria I. 194 A class of beaver-trappers 
and hunters technically called freemen. .They are .. Cana- 
dians..who have been employed..by some fur company, but 
their term being expired, continue to hunt and trap on their 
own account. 

b. Austral, A ‘free-labourer’, a non-union man. 

1890 Z%zzes 8 Sept. 3/1 The ships are being loaded by 
freemen. 

4. Comb., as freeman-like ady.; + freeman’s 
song, the name applied in 16th c. to a certain class 
of vocal compositions of a lively character. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin’s Inst. ut. 273 Children, whiche 
are more liberally and more freemanlike handled of theyr 
fathers. ¢1575 J. Hooker Life of Carew 39 The King 
would very often use him to sing with him certain songs 
then called fremen songs, as namely ‘ By the bank as I lay’. 
1609 [T. Ravenscrorr] Deuteromelia: or The Second part 
of Musicks melodie, or melodius Musicke. Of Pleasant~ 
Roundelaies; K, H. mirth, or Freemens Songs. And such 
delightfull Catches, x61x Cotcr., Vivelay, a .. Round, 
freemans Song. 

Hence Free‘manship, the position or status of a 
freeman, with its rights and privileges. 

1869 Daily News 31 Aug., ‘The fees payable on taking up 
freemanship. 1873 M*Dowett Hist. Dumfries xxviii. 315 
He had to serve other three years .. before he could aspire 
to freemanship. 

Freemartin (fr7ma:itin). [Ofunknown origin: 
cf. Ir., Gael. mart, heifer.] A hermaphrodite or 
imperfect female of the ox kind : see quot. 1790. 

1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1651/4 The Heifer .. is supposed to 
be Spaied, or else a Free-Martin. 1779 J. Hunrer in 
Phil. Trans. LXIX. 279 Account of the Free-martin, 
1790 Bewick Hist. Quadrupeds (1807) 28 When a Cow 
happens to bring forth two calyes—one of them a male, the 
other a female,—the former is a perfect animal, but the latter 
is incapable of propagation, and is well known to farmers 
under the denomination of a Free Martin. 1856 Karmer's 
Mag. Jan. 56 Freemartins and Spayed Heifers are not 
qualified, 

b. transf. Said of a sheep. 

a172z Liste Husd, (75) 36x An ewe-sheep, that is a 

free-martin..has a..lanker bearing than other sheep. 


Freemason (fr7‘me'son, -s’n), [f. FREn a + 
Mason, 


_ The precise import with which the adj. was originally used 
in this designation has been much disputed. ‘Three views 
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have been propounded, (xz) The suggestion that /vee 
mason stands for /ree-stone mason would appear unworthy 
of attention, but for the curious fact that the earliest known 
instances of any similar appellation are mzestre mason de 
Sranche peer, ‘master mason of free stone’ (Act 25 Edw. III. 
st. 1. C. 3, A.D. 1350), and sculptores lapidum liberorume, 
‘carvers of free stones’, alleged to occur in a document of 
1217 (tr. Findel’s Hist. Mas. 51, citing Wyatt Papworth) ; 
the coincidence, however, seems to be merely accidental. 
(2) The view most generally held is that /ree masons 
were those who were ‘free ’ of the masons’ guild (see 
Free @. 29). Against this explanation many forcible ob- 
jections have been brought by Mr. G. W. Speth, who 
suggests (3) that the itinerant masons were called ‘free’ 
because they claimed exemption from the control of 
the local guilds of the towns in which they temporarily 
settled, (4) Perhaps the best hypothesis is that the term 
refers to the medizval practice of emancipating skilled 
artisans, in order that they might be able to travel and 
render their services wherever any great building was in 
process of construction. ] 

+1. A member of a certain class of skilled workers 
in stone, in the 14th and following centuries often 
mentioned in contradistinction to ‘rough masons’, 
‘ligiers’, etc. They travelled from place to place, 
finding employment wherever important buildings 
were being erected, and had a system of secret signs 
and passwords by which a craftsman who had been 
admitted on giving evidence of competent skill 
could be recognized. In later use (16-18thc.) the 
term seems often to be used merely as a more com- 
plimentary synonym of ‘mason’, implying that the 
workman so designated belonged to a superior 
grade. Ods. 

1376 in Conder Hole Craft 5x [A list of the city com- 
panies with the number of their representatives on the 
Council has ; Free masons 2, Masons 4. But in the original 
handwriting the figure for the Masons is altered to 6, and 
the entry “ee masons is expunged]. 1396 Charter Rich, 
II (Sloane 4595) in Masonic Mag. (1882) 341 Concessimus. . 
archiepiscopo Cantuar, quod .. viginti et quatuor lathomos 
vocatos ffre Maceons et viginti et quatuor lathomos vocatos 
ligiers .. capere .. possit. [1444 Act 23 Hen. VI, c. 12 Les 
gagez ascun frank mason ou maister Carpenter nexcede pas 
per le jour iiij d@. ovesqe mangier & boier .. un rough mason 

mesne Carpenter .. iiid. par le jour.] 1477 Norton 
Ord. Alch, Proem. in Ashm. (1652) 7 Free Masons and 
Tanners. 1484 Churchw. Acc. Wigtoft, Linc. (Nichols 


1797) 80 Paide to Will’m Whelpdale fremason for makyng of - 


the crosse in y® chirchrth. 1498 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 22§1 
A Freemason maister Carpenter Rough mason Brickleyer 
[etc.]. 1504 Bury Wills (Camden) 104 To John Dealtry, 
fremason, xs, 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 142 The 
free mason setteth his prentyse first longe tyme to lerne to 
hewe stones. 1548 Act 2 § 3 Hdw. V/J,c. 15 § 3 No Person 

. shall .. lett or disturbe any Fre mason, rough mason, 
carpenter, bricklayer, 1594 BLunpevit Zverc. Cont. (ed. 7) 
A. iv, In free Masons craft, in Joyners craft. 1608 TopsELL 
Serpents (1658) 650 Who seeth not that it were far better the 
master work-men, free masons, and carpenters, might be 
spared, then the true labouring husbandman? 1662 EvELYN 
Chalcogr. (1769) 90 Encountring the difficulties of the free- 


mason. 1720 Loud. Gaz. No. 5907/4 Anthony Ashley ., 
ane Mason. 1723 Jia. No. 6195/6 John Lane .. Free- 
ason, 


2. A member of the fraternity called more fully, 
Free and Accepted Masons. 

Early in the 17th c., the societies of freemasons (in sense 1) 
began to admit honorary members, not connected with the 
building trades, but supposed to be eminent for architec- 
tural or antiquarian learning. These were called accepted 
masons, though the term /ree masons was often loosely 
applied to them; and they were admitted to a knowledge 
of the secret signs, and instructed in the legendary history 
of the craft, which had already begun to be developed. The 
distinction of being an ‘accepted mason’ became a fashion- 
able object of ambition, and before the end of the 17th c. 
the object of the societies of freemasons seems to have been 
chiefly social and convivial. In 1717, under the guidance 
of the physicist J. T, Desaguliers, four of these societies or 
* lodges’ in London united to form a ‘ grand lodge’, with a 
new constitution and ritual, and a system of secret signs; 
the object of the society as reconstituted being mutual help 
and the promotion of brotherly feeling among its members, 
The London ‘grand lodge’ became the parent of other 
‘lodges’ in Great Britain and abroad, and there are now 
powerful bodies of ‘freemasons’, more or less recognizing 
each other, in most countries of the world. ‘ 

1646 Asumote Mem. (1717) 15 Oct., [At] 4 Hor. 30 Minutes 

ost merid., I was made a Free-Mason at Warrington in 

ancashire, with Colonel Henry Mainwaring. 1686 PLor 
Staffordsh. 316 Admitting Men into the Society of Free- 
masons, that in the moorelands of this County seems to be 
of greater request, than any where else. /d7d., A Fellow of 
the Society, whom they otherwise call an accepted mason. 
1688 R. Horme Armoury ut. 393/2, I cannot but Honor .. 
the Masons .. the more as being a Member of that Society 
called Free-Masons. 169x Ausrey Memorandums 18 May 
in Conder Hole Craft (1894) 4 This day is a great convention 
at St. Pauls church of the fraternity of the free [erxased, and 
accepted wzitten above) Masons; where Sir Christopher 
Wren is to be adopted a Brother. 1709 Sreete Tatler No. 26 
P3 They have their Signs and Tokens like Free-Masons, 
1723 (¢7t/e) The Constitutions of the Free-masons .. for the 

se of the Lodges. 1753 Scots Mag. Sept. 425/1 The society 
of free and accepted masons caused a..triumphal arch.. 
to be erected. 1816 ‘Quiz’ Grand Master vu. 174 ‘Vd 
turn a Turk, or Methodist—Christian, Freemason, even 
Jew! seg 

8. attrib. (of or pertaining to freemasons), as 


Jreemason knock, secret, work. 

1807-8 W. Irvine Salmag. (1824) 220, I distinguished his 
*free-mason knock at my door. 1785 Burke Sf, Mabob of 
Arcot 33 The true *free-mason secret of the profession of 
soucaring, a1490 Boroner /tin.(Nasmith 1778) 268 De 
*fremason-work operata, 
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Hence Free:maso‘nic a., of or pertaining to free- 
masons; Free'‘ma:sonism (Stand. Dict.) =F REE- 
MASONRY, 

1831 Westm. Rev. XIV. 156 A free-masonic order who 
converse by signs, innuendos, and slang. 1859 THACKERAY 
Virgin. V1. xxxviil. 317 That mysterious undefinable free- 
masonic signal, which passes between women, by which 
each knows that the other hates her. 1861 Sara Dutch 
Pict. vi. 85 There she is at her post, with a wonderful free- 
masonic understanding with the doctor, 

Freemasonry (fr7'méis’nri). [see -ry.] 

+1. The craft or occupation of a freemason. Ods. 

1435 in Speth Freemasonry 4 [In 1435 ‘John Wode, 
masoun’, contracted to build the tower of the Abbey Church 
of St. Edmundsbury] in all mannere of thinges that longe 
to free masonry. 

2. The principles, practices, and institutions of 
freemasons. 

1802 Hdin. Rev. 1.6 The lodges of Free Masonry. dd, 
14 He denies that the secret of freemasonry consists in 
liberty and equality. 1825 Macautay ss., Milton (1887) 
24 Most of their absurdities were mere external badges, 
like the signs of freemasonry or the dresses of friars. 

3. fig. Secret or tacit brotherhood, instinctive 
sympathy. 

1810 Scorr Fam, Lett. 30 Mar. (1894) I. vi. 173 There is 
a freemasonry among kindred spirits .. that always leads 
them to understand one another at little expense of words. 
1847 Avs. Smitu Chr. Tadpole vii. (1879) 68 There seemed 
to be a sort of free-masonry amongst them. 1860 EmErson 
Cond. Life, Culture Wks. (Bohn) II. 369 The gun, fishing- 
rod, boat, and horse, constitute among all who use them 
secret freemasonries. 1886 Mrs. Craik K. Arthur v. 178 
The two children with the wonderful freemasonry of child- 
hood,.made friends immediately. 

Freend, Sc. form of FRIEND. 

Freeness (frinés). Now rare. 
+-NESS.] 

1. The quality or state of being free (in different 
senses of the adj.); freedom. 

1435 Misyn ire of Love xx. 46 With frenes truly of ber 
lyst with grace of god pai ar fulfillyd. 1587 Gotpinc De 
Mornay xiii. (1617) 206 According to their freenes..they 
work freely, 1642 Br. Reynotps J/svrael’s Petit. 22 That 
cometh like water out of a Spring, with a voluntary 
freenesse. 1647-8 CorrerRELL Davila’s Hist. Fr. (1678) 23 
Resolution sae freeness of courage. 1656 JeaNES (ln. 
Christ 218 The absolute freenesse of it : It was neither for 
his advantage, as an end, nor for our deservings, as a 
motive. 1862 C, Dresser Art Decorative Design 7o The 
convolvulus winding its way in graceful freeness around the 
branches. 

b. Const. from. 


1640 Br. Reynotps Passions xxvi. 260 Freenesse from 
Enemies, Cleernes from Injuries. 1648 Jenxyn Blind Guide 
iii. 36 The freenesse of their writings from. .error. 

2. Readiness; generosity, liberality. 

¢ 1300 Cursor IM, 27861 (Cott. Galba) Frenes of hert and 
large of gift. 1377 Lanci. P. Pl. B. xvi. 88 Filius, bi the 
Fader wille and frenesse of Sfzrztus Sancti, 1611 SHAKS. 
Cymb, v. v. 421 Wee’l learne our Freenesse of a Sonne-in- 
Law: Pardon’s the word to all. 1648 Petit. Eastern Ass. 
25 Their .. freeness to assist the Kingdome in a time of 
need, 1660 Futter Mixt Contempl. (1841) 180 Let us now 
pay taxes that we may never pay taxes; for, as matters 
now stand, our freeness at the present may cause our free- 
dom at the future. 1709 Brit. Apollo Il. No. 37. 1/1 This 
Comparison displays the Freeness of Remission with 
regard to the Offending Persons, 


3. Unreservedness (in speech, etc.); openness, 


frankness. 

1548 Upatt, etc. Lrasm, Par. Matt. xvii. 13 Frenesse 
in reprouyng of kynges. 1553 T. Wirson Rhet, 106), 
Freenesse of speache, is when we speake boldely & without 
feare..whatsoeuer we please. ¢1614 CornwaLuisin Gutch 
Coll, Cur. 1. 149 He would requite my kind proceeding 
with a real freeness. 1633 Hrywoop Lng. Trav. 11. Wks, 
1874 IV. 57, I am sorry my freenesse should offend you. 

Free-qua‘rter. 77st. The obligation or im- 
post of having to provide free board and lodging 
for troops; also, of the troops, the right to be bil- 
leted in free quarters, or else the necessity of having 
to find them for themselves. Zo live at free- 
quarter; to be maintained without expense to the 
government. 

1648 Petit. Eastern Ass. 17 Have not inforced Assesse- 
ments, and free-quarter grated them as small? 1648 Crom- 
weLt Let. 15 Nov. in Carlyle, The Country is..not able to 
bear free-quarter; nor well able to furnish provisions if we 
had moneys. 1655 — SP. 22 Jan. zzd., These took advan- 
tage from .. the stopping of the pay of the army, to run us 
into Free-quarter. a@1680 Butter Rem. (1759) I. 63 Make 
Law and Equity as dear, As Plunder and Free-quarter 
were. 1818 Consett in Pol. Reg. XX XIII. 524 An army 
must be sent into Yorkshire; but, they must live at free- 
quarter then, : 

Hence + Free-qua‘rter v., to live at free-quarter; 
+ Free-qua‘rterer, one billeted in free quarters. 

1648 Prynne Plea for Lords Cij, As our free-quarterers 
doe now. 1654 WuitLock Zootomia 16 As for evil Things, 
look on them but as Lodgers, (though as unwelcome as 
Free-quarterers). 1659 To free-quarter [see FREEBOOTER 7.]. 

Freer (frza1). [f. Frez v. + -ER!.] One who 
frees or sets free. 

1610 Heatey St. Aug. Citie of God xiv. xi. (1620) 485 He 
is the Freer who is the Sauiour, 1638 Baker tr. Badzac’s 
Lett. (1654) III, 142 But the French shall be the freers of 
all the earth. 1670-98 Lassers Voy. [taly Il. 76 It was 
erected to him..as to the freer of the city. 

Freer, obs. and Se. dial. form of FRIAR. 

Frees, Freese, obs. ff. of Frizz, FREEZE. 


[f. FREE a. 











FREE-STONE. 


Free:-sele'ctor. Austral. One who takes up 
a block of crown-land under the Land Laws and 
by annual payments acquires the freehold (Morris). 
Also called simply selector. 

1866 Sydney Morn. Her. 9 Aug. (Morris), The very law 
which the free selector puts in force against the squatter. 
1881 Mrs. C. Praep Policy § P. III. 260 He made a spring 
at the free-selector. 1883 KricHLey Who ave You 79 Far 
apart stood free-selectors’ huts. 

So Free-sele'ct v. ¢rans., to take up (land) under 
Government; hence Free-selecting vd/, sd. and 


ppl. a.; Free-sele’ction, the action of the vb. 

1870 T. H. Braim New Homes ii. 87 A man can now go 
and make his free selection before survey of any quantity 
of land .. at twenty shillings an acre. 1884 BotpREwoop 
Melb, Ment. xix. 134 Had he proceeded to free-select an 
uninhabited island. Jézd. xx. 142 This was years before 
the free-selection discovery. 1890 — Col. Re femer CBs) 
321, I camped .. just below those free-selecting friends of 
yours, Jézd. 401 Free-selecting here might be very well for 
some people ; it didn’t suit them. 

+ Free‘ship. Os. [f. FREE a. + -SHIP.] 

1. Freedom, liberty. 

e1175 Lamb, Hom. 75 He..gefhom eche frechipe alle ba 
pet hit alde cunnen. cx205 Lay. 372 Air we nulled mid 
frescipe faren from ure feonden. 

2. Liberality, generosity. 

a1225 Aucr, R, 386 Luue is heouene stiward, uor hire 
muchele ureoschipe. a 

Freesia (frzzia). [mod. Lat.] A genus of 
iridaceous bulbous plants of the Cape of Good 
Hope, allied to Gladzolus. 

1882 Garden 4 Feb. 73/3 Freesias. 
newspaper quots., often spelt /7eezza]. 

Free soil, sJ. anda. U.S. 

A. sb, Territory in which slaveholding was pro- 
hibited. 

a@1850 CaLHoun Wis. (1874) IV. 547 All these, in the slang 
of the day, were what are called slave territories, and not 
free soil. : 

B. adj. The epithet of a political party in 1846- 
56, which opposed the extension of slavery into 
the territories ; pertaining to this party or its prin- 
ciples. 

1848 Lowett Bzglow P. Poems 1890 II. 143, I went to a 
free soil meetin’ once. 1875 WV. Amer. Rev. CXX. 69 Mr. 
Clay was speaking of the antislavery agitators and of the 
Free-soil party. ) 

So Free-soiler (q) a politician in favour of free 
soil and opposed to slavery; (6) one who lives on 
free soil, a free man. Free-soilism, the principles 
of the Free-soil party, opposition to slavery. 

1849 Loner. in Zz (1891) II. 162 Palfrey, Adams, Sumner 
..all and several Free-soilers. 1855 Wraser’s Mag. LI. 675 
All the free-soilism of the north will strain its every nerve to 
[etc.]. 1875 NV. Amer. Rev. CXX. 73 Tainted with Free- 
soilism or Abolitionism. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commuw. II. 
ut. lv. 355 The Abolitionists and Free Soilers. .had for some 
time previously acted as a group by themselves. 

Free-spoken, a. [cf. plain-spoken.]  Ac- 
customed to speak plainly and without reserve. 
Hence Free-spokenness. 

1625 Bacon Afophthegms § 176 A free-spoken Senatour, 
1641 Mitton Anzmad. Rem, Def. Wks. 1738 1. 79 These 
free-spoken and plain-hearted Men, that are the Eyes of 
their Country. 1856 Grote Greece 11. xcvi. XII. 508 The 
slaughter of the free-spoken orators, 1863 HAwTHORNE 
Our Old Home 269 In our refined era, just the same as 
at that more free-spoken epoch. 1882 J. H. BLunr Ref 
Ch. Eng. II. 486 The free-spokenness of Queen Elizabeth 
and King James, 

Free state. 

1. Occasionally =Repusiic, Now rare, 

1646 FuLLER Wounded Consc, (1841) 330 As all countries 
are not monarchies governed by kings, but some by free- 
states, where many together have equal power. 1727-41 
Cuambers Cycl., Free State. 1850 MERIVALE Rom. Enzp. 
(1865) I. ii. 54 Names conspicuous in the municipal annals 
of the free-state. y 

2. U.S. Before the Civil War of 1861-5, a state 
of the Union in which slavery did not exist. 

186 LoweLL, £ Pluribus Unum Prose Wks. 1890 V. 47 
He would ., have received the unanimous support of the 
Free States, 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. I. m1. lili, 334 
New States had been admitted substantially in pairs, a slave 
State balancing a free State. 


Free’-stone, freestone!. Also 4 fre- 
stane, 6 freese stone, 7 friestane, frise-stone. 
[f. Frem a.+Srone sd. ; a transl. of OF. franche 
pere, where the adj. means ‘ of excellent quality’ ; 
cf. FRANK a@.2 5.] 

1. Any fine-grained sandstone or limestone that 


can be cut or sawn easily. 

1320 Senyn Sag. (W.) 3036 The knyght gat masons many 
ane, And grat them hew ful faire fre-stane. 1463 Bury 
Wills (Camden) 37 An ymage of our lady .. in an howsyng 
of free stoon, 1577 Harrison Lngland i. iii. (1877) 1. 71 
Houses builded. .for the most part of hard freestone. 1640-1 
Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min, Bk. (1855) 67 He hes use for 
certaine friestane for building. 1662 GrrBiER Princ. 24 As 
for Free-stone, Portland Stone works well. 1773 BryDonE 
Sicily xv. (1809) 172 The streets .. are all paved with white 
free-stone. 1796 Kirwan lem. Min. (ed. 2) II. 18 The 
alluminous ore of Whitby is sometimes a grey Freestone. 
1878 F. S. Witiiams A7/za/. Railw. 367 The handsome em- 
battled tower..is chequered with flint and freestone. 

+b. A slab or piece of such stone. Ods. 

c1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 768 Hec timeria, a fre- 

stone. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 570 Toads have been found in 


1891-6 [In many 


FREE-STONE. 


the middle of a Freestone. 1712 Hearne Collect. (Oxf. 
Hist. Soc.) ITI. 412 A White Free Stone is laid over Mr. Wm. 
Joyner'’s Grave. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as freestone house, + mason, 
ornament, passage, quarry; +freestone-coloured 


a., of the colour of freestone. 

1600 SHaxs. A. Y. L. iv. ili. 25 She has.. A *freestone 
coloured hand. 1665-6 Woop Life (Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 72 
The larg *free-stone house. 1703 in Willis & Clark Cavz- 
bridge (1886) 11, 211 Paid the *freestone Mason his bills in 
full. 1726 Amuerst Terre Jil, xliv. 235 What! are there 
no living ornaments in Oxford? Are its inanimate, its *free- 
stone ones its greatest glory? 1766 Entick London IV. 357 
A *free-stone passage. 1776 ADAM SmitH WW. N.1. xi. U1 
I, 186 ‘The value of a *freestone quarry. .will..increase. 


Free’-stone*. <A variety of the peach (or 
nectarine) in which the flesh parts freely from the 
stone when ripe. Also free-stone peach. 

1866, 1880 [see CLINGSTONE]. 1889 FARMER Americanisms, 
free-stone peach, 

Freet, var. of Freir Sc. 


Free-thinker (fr7"pi:nko1). One who refuses 
to submit his reason to the control of authority in 
matters of religious belief; a designation claimed 
esp. by the deistic and other rejectors of Christianity 
at the beginning of the 18th c. 

The sect mentioned in the first quot. seems to be identical 
with the ‘ free seekers’ (quot. 1693 s.v. FrEE D. 1c). 

21692 S. Smirn (¢7¢/e) The Religious Impostor..dedicated 
to Doctor S—Im—n, and the rest of the new Religious 
Fraternity of Free-Thinkers, near Leather-Sellers-Haill.. 
Printed ..in the first year of Grace and Free Thinking. 
1708 Swirt Sentin. Ch. of Eng. Man Wks. (1755) II. 1. 56 
The atheists, libertines, despisers of religion..that is to say, 
all those who usually pass under the name of Free-thinkers. 
1836 Hor. Smitu 772 Trump. (1876) 170 Freethinker..has 
come to be synonymous with a libertine and a contemner of 
religion. 1874 Mortey Compromise (1886) 151 The modern 
freethinker does not attack Christianity ; he explains it. 

transf. 1848 THackrray Van. Fair xlvy, He (who had 
been .. inclined to be a sad free thinker on these points) 
entered into poaching and game preserving with ardour. 

Free-thinking, v6/. sb. The free exercise of 
reason in matters of religious belief, unrestrained 
by deference to authority; the adoption of the 
principles of a free-thinker. 

?1692 [see FREE-THINKER]. 1708 Brit. Apollo No. 58. 1/2 
Free Thinking (to use the Modish Phrase) .. is no better 
than a Sword in a Child’s hand. 1758 Gray Let. Poems 
(1775) 263 The mode of free-thinking is like that of Ruffs 
and Farthingales, and has given place to the mode of not 
thinking at all. 1773 Gent?. Mag. XLIII. 122 If, by free- 
thinking, Deism be meant. 

attrib. 1719 Free-Thinker 118 » 2, | proceeded. .to give 
Assurances of many Free-Thinking Feats, which it was, 
then, generally suspected I never intended to perform, 

Free-thinking, #//. a. 

1. Holding the principles of a free-thinker. 

a1716 Soutu Serv. (1843) II. 109 Our free thinking and 
freer practising age. 1750 Coventry Pompey Litt. 11. ix. 
(1785) 66/1 A free-thinking writer of moral essays, 

. Pertaining or relating to free-thinkers or free- 
thought. 


1726 Amuerst Terre Fil. xi. 52 Those heritical, perni- 
cious, and free-thinking tracts. 1848 Tuackeray Van. Fair 
xix, Her shocking free thinking ways. 1882 Sat. Rev. 18 
Nov. 671/1 ‘Trashy freethinking productions. 

Free-thought. =F ree-rainkine v0/. 5b. 

171x Suarress. Charact. (1737) Il. 116 If it brings along 
with it any affection opposite to manhood..or free-thought. 
1874 Morley Compromise (1886) 152 The tendency of 
modern free thought is [etc.]. 1887 Academy 12 Nov. 314 
These centres of learning and freethought. 

attrib. [1882 CassEeL., Mree-thought a. of or pertaining 
to free-thinking.] Mod. A—’s catalogue of free-thought 
publications. 

Free trade, free-trade. 

1. An open and unrestricted trade. 

1606 CuapMANn JZ. D’Olive1, Wit's become a free trade for 
all sorts to live by. 1622 Matynes Maint. Free Trade 105 
A Remedie, whereby the Kingdome shall enioy all the three 
essential parts of Traffique vnder good and Politike Gouern- 
ment, which will bee Free Trade effectually or in deed. 
1642-3 Ear or NewcastLe Declar. in Rushw. Hist. Coll. 
(1721) V. 137 As if they desired not only the free Trade, but 
even the Monopoly of plundering to themselves. 1670 R. 
Coxe Disc, Trade 33 Our Plantations .. would have been 
much increased and inriched bya Free Trade, more than by 
this restraint, 1804 Zdin. Rev. IV. 308 The wisdom of 
allowing a free trade has been pretty generally allowed in 
speculation by all statesmen. 1846 McCuttocu Acc. Brit. 
Empire (1854) Il. 527 The circumstance of our carrying on 
a great free trade with it. 

2. Trade or commerce left to follow its natural 
course, i.e. without the interference of customs 
duties designed to restrict imports or of bounties 
intended to foster home production. Also, the 
legislative establishment or maintenance of this 
state of things, and the principles of those who 
advocate it ; opposed to protection. 

Adam Smith W. N. 1776 uses freedom of trade in this 
sense, He has also frequently a free trade, in sense 1. 

1823 in Cobbett Rur, Rides (1885) I. 400 One newspaper 
says .. he will endeavour to ‘inculcate in the mind of the 
Bourbons wise principles of free trade !’ 18253 MeCuttocu 
Pol. Econ, u, ii. 134 Suppose that, under a system of free 
trade, we imported a considerable proportion of silks and 
linens now wholly manufactured at home. 186x ConpeEN in 
Times 18 July, The principles of Free Trade. 

In various occasional applications 


(see 
quots.), 
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1858 Simmonns Dict. Trade, Free-trade .. unrestricted 
action in banking operations. 1868 Rocers Pod. Hon. xvii. 
(1876) 231 Correctly stated, free trade in ]and consists rather 
in the removal of the hindrances which the law puts on the 
conveyance of land, f 

8. Trade free from the lawful customs duties ; 


smuggling. 

1824 Scotr Redegauntlet ch. xiii, ‘If you will do nothing 
for the free trade, I must patronise it myself.’ So saying 
he took a large glass of brandy. 1834 H. Mitter Scenes § 
Leg. xiv. (1889) 21x [He] was engaged .. in the free trade, 
and had set the officers of the revenue at defiance. 

4. attrib, 

1829 H. Hawtnorn Visit Babylon 45 In all this, do you.. 
discover anything like your free-trade plan? 1877 Daily 
News 5 Oct. 4/4 The free-trade party. 

So Free-tra‘ding a., favouring free-trade; Free- 


tra‘dist, an advocate of free-trade. 

1832 GALT in /raser's Mag. VI. 593 To the theory of the 
free-tradist objections cannot well be made. 1851 Lyrron 
Lett. Yohn Bull 93 ‘To sum up the authorities from Free- 
trading political economists. 

Free-tra‘der. 

1. One allowed to trade without restriction. 

1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 86 They permit Free 
Traders on their Island Bombaim. 1851 Maynew Lond. 
Labour I. 375 The pedlar .. was, as it were, the first ‘ free- 
trader’. 

b. (See quot.) 

1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Free Trader, ships trading 
formerly under license to India independent of the old East 
India Company’s Charter. 

2. A smuggler; also, a smuggling vessel. 

1815 Scorr Guy M. v, There go the free-traders. 1824 — 
Redgauntlet ch.xiv,As if..a free-trader could sail the Solway 
as securely as a King’s cutter ! 

3. An advocate of free-trade. 

1849 Conppen Sfeeches 34 If..there be free-traders who 
think that free-trade is only an experiment. 1878 VV. Amer. 
Rev. CXXVI, 266 They were tariff men and free-traders, 
conservative Whigs and radical Democrats. 


Free will, free:-wi'll, free:will. [See 
FREE a. 19.] 

1. (Best written as two words.) Spontaneous will, 
unconstrained choice (to do or act). Often in phr. 
of one’s own free will, and the like. + Lx one’s free 
will: left to or depending upon one’s. choice or 


election. 

a 1228 Ancr. R. 8 peos & swuche opre beod alle ine freo 
wille to donne oper to leten hwon me euer wule. 13.. JZyrour 
of lewed Men 4 in Min, P. Vernon MS. 407 God send vs 
thoght to his plesyng In whos fre wil hynges all thyng. ¢ 1510 
More Picus Wks. 11/2 Very happy isa christen man, sith that 
the victorie is. .put in his owne frewill. 1590 Spenser J. Q. 1. 
viii. 5 Every dore of freewill open flew, 16xx Biste Zzra vii. 
13 All they..which are minded of their owne firee-will to goe 
vp to Ierusalem. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 42 Every 
Ship’s master is left to his free will, whether he will sail into 
the Ice. 1712 STEELE SZect. No. 308 P rx Whether she has 
not been frightened or sweetned by her Spouse into the Act 
she is going to do, or whether it is of her own free Will. 
1873 Symonps Grk. Poets vii. 190 Having of her own free- 
will exposed her life. 1875 Jowetr Plato (ed. 2) I. 133 
They were allowed to wander at their own free will. 

2. ‘The power of directing our own actions with- 
out constraint by necessity or fate’ (J.). 

a1300 Cursor M. 9408 Wijt and skill he gaf bam till, 
Might, and fairhid, and frewill. 1340 Ayend. 86 Pe uerste 
is uri-wyl huer-by he may chyese and do uryliche ober bet 
guod ober bet kuead. ¢ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. wv. pr. vi. 104 
(Camb. MS.) Of the knowynge and predestinacion diuine 
and of the lyberte of fre wille. 1508 Fisner 7 Penit. Ps. 
exlii. Wks. (1876) 259 He made vs and endued ys with 
reason and frewyll. 1538 Starkey England 1, ii. 28 Frewyl 
can not be wythout knolege, both of the gud and of the yl. 
1654 Hoppes Liberty, Necess., etc. (1841) 1 The third way of 
bringing things to pass, distinct from necessity and chance, 
namely, freewill. 1700 Astry tr. Saavedra-Vaxarilo I. 205 
Such variety of Events, as fortune produces, or free-will 
prepares. 1849 Ropertson Sev7z. Ser. 1. ii. (1866) 22 With- 
out free-will there could be no human goodness. 

In a bad sense: Arbitrary or licentious 


will. 

1514 Barciay Cyt. & Uplondyshm, eran Soc.) 34 In 
stede of vertue, ruleth frewyll & lust! 1547 SaLespury 
Welsh Dict., Mympwy, Frewyll. 

3. attrib. (in free-will offering) =given readily or 
spontaneously. 

1535 Coverpate Ps. liiifi]. 6 A frewil offeringe wil I geue 
the. x161x Bisite Ps. cxix. 108 Accept, I beseech thee, the 
freewil offrings of my mouth, 1878 Bosw, Smita Carthage 
44 The free-will offerings of their golden ornaments by the 
Libyan women, 

b. attrib, and Comb, (sense 2). 

e1575 Furxe Confyt, Doctr. Purgatory (1577) 13 The free 
will men of our time. 1627S. Warp Christ Allin All 13 
To all..merit and freewill-mongers. 

Hence Free-wi'lled a., having the faculty of free- 
will; Free-wi'ller, a contemptuous term for one 
who believes in the doctrine of free-will, an Armi- 
nian; Free-wi'llist 7«re, a believer in free-will, a 
‘libertarian’; + Free-wi'lling a. (in Coverdale), 
spontaneous, giving (or given) freely. 

1678 Cupwortu Jntell. Syst. 889 Peccability arises from 
the necessity of imperfect *freewilled beings left to them- 
selves. 1709 Prior Ode to Col. Villiers, In vain we think 
that free-will’d Man has pow’r. 1685 Bunyan Pharisee 
Pubi., Wks. 1737 11, 681 So again, the *Free-willer, he will 
ascribe all to God. Pe Srryre Ann. Ref, 1. lii. 562 Using 
therein the newcoined phrase of free-willers. 32-38 Nrar 
Hist. Purit, (1822) 1,90 Besides these free-willers it seems 


| there were some few in prison for the gospel that were Arians. 








FREEZE. 


1814 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 534 Freewillers were persecuted as 
heretics. 1535 CovERDALE Erod, xxxv. 29 ‘The children 
of Israel brought *fre-wyllynge offerynges. — 1 Chron, 


xxx.9 And y® people were glad that they were fre wyllinge : 
for they gaue it with a good wyll.. vnto the Lorde. 1867 
Bacenot in Fortn. Rev. Nov. 522 Every *Freewillist holds 
that [etc.]. R 
Free-woman. A woman who is (personally) 
free ; also, a woman who possesses the freedom of 


acity. (Cf. FREEMAN.) 

1611 Brste 1 Mace. ii. 11 Of a free-woman shee is become 
a bondslaue. 1635 R.N. Camden's Hist, Elz. 1, 3 She was 
alwaies her owne free woman and obnoxious to none. 1641 
Hinve ¥. Brven li. 168 Are ye not rather the children of the 
bond woman..than children of the free woman, 1766 
Entick London I. 471 Any freeman or freewoman of this city, 

Freeze (friz), sb.! [f. Frmeze v.] The action 
of the vb. Frenzn; /¢.and fig. Also freeze-out ; 
see FREEZE v. 7; freeze-up: see FREEZE v. 2. 

c1440 York Myst. xiv. 72 Pe fellest frese bat euer I felyd. 
1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. 1m. 256/2 The Lord, the 
Lowne, the Sir, the Swaine Against the freeze, of Freeze 
make winter suites. 1866 Dickens Le?¢¢. 6 Jan. (1880) II, 
246, | am charmed to learn that you have had a freeze out 
of my ghost story. 1879 Lumberman’s Gaz. 19 Dec., Most 
of the saw mills .. get as much of their stock into lumber 
before the freeze-up. 1882 Garden 18 Mar.177/2 The severe 
frost of Oct. 5 .. was an exceptional freeze. 1884 Bread- 
winners (U. 8} 144 They organized a freeze-out against 
him. x189x K. Firtp Washington IV. 383/2 During a 
freeze there is no comfort in a southern house. 

+ Freeze, sd.2 Ods. Also frees. (See quots. ) 
Also freeze-water, water used for diluting wine. 

16.. Songs Lond. Prentices (Percy Soc.) 155 Let me have 
but a ioack. of your ale..Or tinkers frees, Or vintners lees, 
1658 tr. Porta’s Nat. Mag. xvi. 382 Freeze-water [orig. 
has agua only] is thinner than new wine, and lighter. 1698 
Jn Vino Veritas 8 A Liquid nick-named Freeze, which is.. 
but a hungry, thin, sorry kind of Cyder, which does usa .. 
kindness in lowering our Wines, 1719 D’Urrey P2d/s IIT, 
104 They had fetched their Frees, And mired their Stomachs 
quite up to their Knees in Claret and good Cheer, 

Freeze (frizz), v. Pa.t. froze (frouz). Pa. pple. 
frozen (frowz’n). Forms: nin. 1 fréosan, 3-4. 
fr(e)osen, 4-6 fre(e)se(n, frise, (5 freys, 6 freis, 
freze), 6, 8 frieze, 7-8 freez, (7 freize), 6- freeze. 
fa. t. 1 fréas, 4 fre(e)s(e, 5 frore, frose, (9 dal. 
friz), 7— froze; weak forms: 4 freesed, 6 frised, 
9 freezed. fa. pple. a. 1 froren, 3-5 froren, 
-yn, 5-6, 9 frorn(e, 4-9 frore (4 froore, 5 froare) 
also 3-4 i-,yfrore. 8. 4-6 frosen, -yn, (6 frose), 
5-9 froze (now vulgar), (9 dial. and vulgar friz), 
6- frozen ; weak forms: 6 frozed, 7-8 freezed. 
[A Com. Teut. str. vb.: OE. /réosan = MLG, 
vrésen, Du. vrtezen, OHG. frtosan (MHG. vriesen, 
mod.Ger. /rzeven), ON. fridsa (Sw. frysa, Da. 
Jryse), Goth. *friusan (inferred from /rzus frost) :— 
OTeut. */reusan, f. root */reus-, fraus-, fruz-:—pre- 
Teut. *preus-, prous-, prus-; cf. Lat. pruina (— 
?*prusvina hoar-frost), Skr. prakva drop, frozen 
drop, hoar-frost ; less obviously connected in sense 
are L. privrire to itch, prina (:—*prusna) live coal, 
Skr. A/uS to burn; some scholars assume contami- 
nation with the Aryan root *gveus, grus to freeze, 
whence Gr. xpdaraddos ice. 

The OTeut. conjugation was */reus-, fraus, frusumt, 
Jrozono-, which is accurately represented in the OE, 
Sréosan, Jréas, fruron, froren. ‘Vhe later Eng. form of 
the pa. pple. /rosen, frozen (whence pa. t. /voze) is due to 
the ana ogy of the pres.-stem; similarly ON. has /rosenn 
(possibly the source of the Eng. form) beside the older 

‘rorenn, and Du. has pa. t. vroor, pa.pple. vrozen, as well 
as the correct vvoos, vroren; the MHG. inf. vriesen, pa. t. 
vrs, have become in mod. Ger. /rieven, /ror, through the 
analogy of the pa. pple. g¢/roren.] 

I. intransitive uses. 

1. impers. Lt freezes: the local temperature of the 
atmosphere is such that water becomes ice. + Also 
quasi-Zersonal with a subject (frost, etc.). 7 

971 Blickl. Hom. 93 Men steorran magon Zeseon swa 
sutole swa on niht donne hit swide freoseb. a 1000 Gnomic 
Verses (Bosw.), Forst sceal freosan. c1000 AELFRIc Gram, 
xxii. (Z.) 128 Gelat, hit fryst. a1250 Owl § Night,620 An 
his hou never ne vor-lost, Wan hit snuith, ne wan hit frost, 
@ 1310 in Wright's Lyric P. xxxix. 110 When the forst fre- 
seth, muche chele he byd. 1362 Laner. P. PZ. A. vitt. 115 
Whon the Forst freseth foode hem [the foules] bi-houeth. 
1390 Gower Con/, III. 236 If the month of juil shall frese. 
1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 82 He shal neuer take harm 
by colde,.thaugh it snowed, stormed or frore neuer so sore, 
1548 Hart Chron., Hen, VILL (1809) 67x Still it frised. 
1649 R. Hopcrs Plain. Direct. 8 If it freez, put on your 
frees jacket. 1748 F. Smitu Voy, Disc. I. 153 It snowed 
all night, and froze very hard. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. 
Bonneville U1. 40 A road in the wet snow, which, should it 
afterwards freeze, would be sufficiently hard to bear the 
horses. J 

2. Of a liquid, or liquid particles: To be con- 
verted into ice. Of a body of water: To become 
covered with ice. Occas. with complement, as /o 
Sreeze hard, solid. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 317/608 pe dropen bicometh to 
snowe, And panne huy freosez adoneward are huy comen 
here ou3zt lowe. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 121 Pe 
snowe lay in be feld, be water frese biside. c x400 MAuNDEV. 
(1839) xi, 125 Thare i a nother Ryvere, that upon the 
nygt freseth wondur faste. c153z Drewes /utrod. Fr. in 
Pailsgr. 947 To frese, geller, 1692 Ray Creation 11. (ed. 2) 
122 ‘The aqueous Humor of the Eye will not freeze. 1694 


FREEZE. 


Ace. Sev. Late Voy. 1, (1711) 222 The Dutch, who winter’d 
in Nova Zembla, took notice, that the salt Water freez’d, 
1748 F. SmitH Voy. Disc. I. 159 Port Wine froze solid. 
1816 J. SmitH Panorama Sc. §& Art 11. 41 Some other 
liquor must be employed, which is not so subject to freeze. 
1878 MarkuamM Gt. Frozen Sea v. 60 The cold spray flew 
aft into our faces where it almost froze. 

b. To become hard or rigid as the result of cold; 
esp. of objects containing moisture, 

1390 Gower Conf, II. 22 Wherof art thou so sore afered, 
That thou thy tunge suffrest frese. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late 
Voy, 1. (1711) 208 Their Tackle was so frozen, and full of 
Isicles 1725 Pore Odyss. x1x. 238 Snows collected on the 
mountain freeze. 1748 F. Smita Voy. Disc. I. 2x Our 
Ropes were now froze with Ice hanging on them. 

Jig. 1848 C. Bronte ¥. Eyre xix, The smile on his lips froze. 

3. To become fixed ¢o (something) or ¢ogether by 
the action of frost. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 99 When my shone freys 
to my fete It is not alle esy. 1596 aes Tam. Shr. W. i. 
7 Were not I .. soone hot; my very lippes might freeze to 
my teeth. 1860 Tynpatu Glac, 1. xxiv. 361 Their liquid 
liberty is destroyed, and the surfaces freeze together. Mod. 
In Canada a child’s tongue once froze to a lamp-post he was 
licking. : 

b. U.S. and Australian. To freeze (on) to: to 
hold on Zo (a person or thing); to keep tight 
hold of; also, to become attached ¢o (a person), 


‘take to’. Cf. fo stzck to. Also, ¢o freeze down. 

1837-40 Hatisurton Clockiz, (1862) 377 Do as I do, 
younker. .freeze down solid to it, 186 LoweEtt Biglow P. 
Poet. Wks. 1890 II. 234, I friz right down where I wuz, 
merried the Widder Shennon. 1876 Besant & Rice Gold, 
Butterfly xx. 163 No, sir; I am of the children of Israel ; 
and I freeze to that. 1882 Sata Amer. Revis. (1885) 193 
‘Freezing’ to him, as the Americans call it—was a tiny 
fellow of some eight years. 1883 P. Rosinson Saints & 
Sinners 114 The better the Mormon, the harder he freezes 
to his religion, 1888 Riper Haccarp Col. Quaritch xvii, 
He’s a lawyer and he might not freeze on to you. 1890 
Botprewoop Col, Reformer (1891) 189 Here, Jem!.. freeze 
on to this brute. 

4. To be affected by, or have the sensation of, 
extreme cold; to feel very chill; to suffer the loss 
of vital heat; to die by frost. So ¢o freeze to 


death. 

1390 Gowrr Conf. II. 38 Wether that he frese or 
swete .. He woll ben idel all aboute. 1601 ? Marston 
Pasquil & Kath. 1. 363 Powre wine, sound musicke, let 
our blouds not freeze, 1613 Suaxs. Hex. VIII, 1. iv. 
21 Nay, you must not freeze. 1681 Corvin Whigs 
Supplic. (1751) 37 A..passage .. he finds by the north-west, 
Where Davies freezed to his rest. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. 
india §& P. 318 We might sooner have frozen than kept our 
Innate Heat entire. 1748 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. 1. 176 By 
being thus hung in the Air, the Rabbit .. freezes to Death. 
1817 CoLerince Three Graves 22 Her limbs did creep and 
freeze, 1820 Keats Zve St. Agnes ii, The sculptured dead, 
on each side, seem to freeze. 

b. Of inanimate things: To be extremely cold ; 
to be utterly devoid of heat. 

1613 SHaxs. Hen. V///, ut. i. 4 Orpheus .. made.. 
the Mountaine tops that freeze, Bow themselves. 1700 
Dryven Pal. & Arc. ul. 540 Heay’n froze above severe, the 
clouds congeal. 1823 Lams Elia, Old Benchers I, T., His 
kitchen chimney was never suffered to freeze. 

ec, In non-material or fig. sense: To grow in- 
tensely cold; to lose warmth of feeling; to be 
chilled by fear, etc.; to shudder. 

@1587 in Tottel’s Misc. (Arb.) 169, I frise amids the fire. 
1596 Suaxs. Tanz. Shr. u. i. 340 Gray-beard thy loue doth 
freeze. 1596 B. L{incue] Diel/a (1877) 74 Thou then didst 
burne in loue, now froz’d in hate. 1607 Dekker Whore of 
Babylon Wks. 1873 Il. 265 Courage, to kill Ten men I 
should not freeze thus, 1683 Cave “cclesiastici Introd. 66 
Zeal against Paganism did not freeze. 1718 Pore /Had 
xv. 756 Pale, trembling, tired, the sailors freeze with fears. 
a4 Maunarry Soc. Life Greece ix. 289 If I behold the tiny 
fish on which they put such a price I freeze with horror. 
II. Transitive uses. 

5. Of natural agencies: To change (a fluid) to a 
solid form by the action of cold; to congeal; to 
form ice on the surface of (a river, etc.), Also 


said causatively of personal agents. : 

1494 Fasyan Chroz. vu. 609 In this..yere.. began a froste 
that. .frose ye Thamys.— 1563 W. FutKe Meteors (1640) 54 
The .. Northern winds doe frieze the vapours; and so it 
becommeth hoare frost. 1870 Satir. Poems Reform.x. 325 
The froist dois freis vp all fresche watter. 1641 FRENCH 
Distill. v. (1651) 164 It will .. forthwith be freezed. 1729 
Savace Wanderer 1. 57 Far hence lies, ever freez’d, the 
northern main. 1781 CavaLLo in PAil. Trans. LX XI. 516, 
I have froze a quantity of water with an equal weight of 
good ether. 1835 Sir J. Ross Marv. 2nd Voy. xxxvi. 507 
We froze oil of almonds in a shot-mould. ; 

b. With adverbs. Zo freeze over: to cover with 
a coating of ice. Zo freeze in, up: to set fast in 
ice. To freeze up: to obstruct by frost. 

15sgo Suaks. Com. Err. v. i. 313 Though .. all the Con- 
duits of my blood [be] froze vp. 160r R. Jounson Kingd. 
& Commu. (1603) 146 The rivers and other waters are frozen 
uppe a yearde or more thicke. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 
(1614) 433 The Ozera or lake before the toune was frozen 
over Octob. 13. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 28 
Anvile, Smith’s Tongs, and other Tools belonging to the 
Cookery were frozen up in the Ice, 1719 Dr For Crusoe u. 
xv, The Baltic would be frozen up. 1748 F. Smitn Voy, 
Disc, 1. 105 His Ship..was froze up. /é7d. 154 By the 
ninth the Creek was froze over from Side to Side. 1858 B. 
Tayitor North. Trav. xvi. 164 Six vessels lay frozen in, 
at a considerable distance from the town. : 

ce. To congeal (the blood) as if by frost; chiefly 
as a hyperbolical expression for the effect of terror. 


Vou. IV. 
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Hence with personal obj., to ‘make (one’s) blood 
run cold’, to horrify intensely. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vit. Ixvi. (1495) 283 The 
venyme of a scorpion .. closyth the herte atte the last and 
fresyth the blood with his coldenesse. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. 
Cal, Jan. 26 Such rage as winters raigneth in my hart, My 
life-bloud freesing with unkindly cold. 1602 SHaxs. Hav. 
1.v. 16 A Tale .. whose lightest word Would .. freeze thy 
young blood. 1633 Forp Love's Sacr. 1. ii, Look here, My 

lood is not yet freez’d. 1639 T. Brucis tr. Camus’ Mor. 
Relat. 347 The one inflamed me with love, the other freezed 
me with feare. 1707 Curios. in Husb, & Gard. 242 A cool 
and serious Air, capable of freezing his Readers. 174 
RicHarpson Pamela (1824) I. 102, I should have melted her 
by love, instead of freezing her by fear. 1755 B. Martin 
Mag. Arts & Sc. 79 One Moment’s Cold, like theirs, would 
.. Frieze the Heart's Blood. 

d. fig. To chill, quench the warmth of (feelings, 
etc.) ; to paralyse (one’s powers, etc.). 

1595 SHAKS. Fohn ul. iv. 150 This Act .. shall coole the 
hearts Of all his people, and freeze up their zeale. 1750 
Gray Elegy 52 Chill Penury repress’d their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the soul. 1793 E. Parsons 
Woman as she should be \11. 133 This paragraph froze his 
senses. 1842 Lytron Zanonz 25 That recent hiss froze up 
her faculties and suspended her voice. 

6. To affect with frost; to stiffen, harden, injure, 
kill, etc. by chilling; to change zz/o or ¢o (some- 
thing) and fig. to bring zz/o a certain state by 
chilling. Also, ¢o freeze to death: rare in active. 
Occas. to allow to freeze. 

1596 Suaxs. Tam. Shr. tv. i. 40 My Master and mistris 
are almost frozen to death. 1634 Mitton Comus 449 That 
snaky-headed Gorgon shield .. Wherewith she [Minerva] 
freezed her foes to congealed stone. 1700 DrypEn Pad. & 
Arc. 1, 839 Sense fled before him [Death], what he touched 
he froze. 1704 Ded. in Clarendon’s Hist. Reb. 111. 4 Severe 
Winters, that freez..and cut off many hopeful plants. 1748 
F. Smitu Voy. Disc. I, 163 And if close, the Snow lying 
there must freeze the Leg. 1855 Kincstey Heroes 1. (1868) 
23 Will she not freeze me too intostone? 1878 Mrs. StowE 
Poganuc P. xi. (ed. 3)91 He [the bird] must have chilled his 
beak and frozen his toes as he sat there. 

7. To freeze out: a. lit. in pa. pple. or ppl. a.: 
see Frozen. b. jig. (U.S. collog.) To exclude 
from business, society, etc. by chilling behaviour, 
severe competition, etc. 

1890 Daily News 25 Jan. 2/2 Part of the campaign for 
‘freezing out’ the Rosario Company. 

Freeze, obs. form of FRIEZE. 

+ Freeze-pot. Os. [f. Frunzev.] An epithet 
applied to January. 

1857 Tusser 100 Points Husb, (1878) 233 Janeuer fryse 
pot..And feuerell fill dyke. 

Freezer (frzza1). [t. Freeze v.+-ER1.] 

1. A machine used for freezing, or for keeping 
anything extremely cold. 

1860 O. W. Hoimes Zdsie V. (1887) 74 He had agitated a 
quantity of..milk in what was called a cream-freezer. 1870 
Mrs. Prentiss Let. 4 July in Life xi. (1883) 350 Papa 
bought a new fashioned freezer, that professed to freeze in 
two minutes, 

2. Anything that freezes. 

1848 Hoop 70 Adm. Gambier ix, The Maine—the Weser 
—or that freezer, Neva, 

jig. 1848 Dickens Dombey v, The books. .looked..as if 
they had but one idea among them, and that was a freezer. 


3. A sheep destined, when killed, to exportation 
in a cold chamber. 


1893 J. Hotson Lec#. in Age 30 Nov. 7/2 The breeding of 
what are in New Zealand known as ‘ freezers’. 


Freezing (fr7zin), vi/. sd. [f. as prec. + -ING 1.] 
1, The action of the vb. Freeze; also, freezing 
in, out, etc.: see FREEZE v. 5b, 7. Ad freezing 
=at freezing-point (see 2). 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. x1x. xlvi. (1495) 889 Greys 
is made faste and harde by fresyng and by colde. 1577 
B. Gooce Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 29 b, To sowe it .. of 
October, that it may take deepe roote before the freezing 
and colde in Winter. cx1600 SHaks. Sou. xcvii, What 
freezings haue I felt. 1665 Hook amas If you.. 
expose it to a very sharp freezing. 1803 T. Brppors 
Hygéia x. 34 The weather was at freezing. 1856 Kane 
Arct. Expl, 1, xxxi. 420 Now awaits the freezing-in of her 
winter cradle. 1891 E. B. Howett in Advance (Chicago) 
25 June, The law permits the unjust ‘freezing out’ of the 
small capitalist. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as freezing-chamber ; also, 
freezing-mixture, a mixture of two or more sub- 
stances, e.g. salt and snow, which, while remaining 
liquid, is cold enough to freeze some other liquid 
within its influence; freezing-point, the point 
on the thermometer marking the temperature at 
which a liquid, esp. water, freezes. 

1896 Daily News 28 May 6/3 Delahaeft’s body lies in the 
*freezing chamber at the Morgue. 1693 Woopwarp Wat. 
Hist. Earth wv. (1723) 236 A strong *freezing Mixture, 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 155 The air may 
also be drawn through tubes cooled by a freezing mixture. 
1747 Phil. Trans. XLIV. u. 613, 17 degrees above 0 or 
*freezing Point. 1860 Tynnatu GZac, 1. xxv. 190 The tem- 
perature of the air was 20° Fahr. below the freezing point. 


Freezing (fr7zin), f/. a. [f. as prec. + -ING2.] 

1. That freezes, in senses of the vb. 

1611 Suaks. Cymzb. 111. iii. 39. c 1625 Mitton Death ofafair 
Infant 16 Through middle empire of the freezing air. 1697 
Dryven Virg, Georg. 1v. 738 By Strymon’s freezing Streams 
he satealone. 1709 Appison 7atler No. 100 Px A freezing 
Night. 1796 Kirwan Zlem. Min. (ed. 2) 1. ro Ina freezing 
cold, clay contracts more than any other earth. 
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2. fig.; esp. of manners: Chilling. 

1813 H. & J. Smitu Horace in Lond. 95 Oh grant that he 
may never spread Its freezing influence to my heart. 1849 
Miss Mutocx Ogitvies iii. (1875) 27 Her sudden burst 
of enthusiasm met with but a freezing reception. 1850 
Tennyson J Mem, cxxiv, A warmth within the breast 
would melt The freezing reason’s colder part. 1855 Macau- 
Lay Hist, Eng. IV. 538 Many.. had been repelled by his 
freezing looks, 1886 W. Hoorer Sk. Acad. Life 16 To 
regulate all things with freezing accuracy and precision. 

Hence Free‘zingly adv., in a freezing manner. 

a@ 1420 HoccLeve De Reg. Princ. 1806 Thoght me brenneth 
and freesyngly keelith. 1798 W. Taytor in Robberds Mem. 
(1843) I. 226, I wrote to him very freezingly. 1848 C. 
Bronte ¥. Zyre iv. (1873) 31 Her eye of ice continued to 
dwell freezingly on mine. 

FPreezy ({t7zi), a. rare. 
Chilled almost to freezing. 

1827 Hoop Lamia |x, With blue chilly shades, Showing 
wherein the freezy blood pervades 

Frefre, var. of FRover, Ods., to comfort. 

Freibergite (frai-baigoit). Min. [f. Hreiberg, 
a town in Saxony + -ITE. Named by Kengott in 
1853.] <A variety of tetrahedrite containing silver. 

1856 C. U. Sueparp Min, 347 Freibergite. 


Freiesle‘benite. Jc. [f. Hrezesleben, who 
first described it+-1TE. Named by Haidinger in 
1845.] Asulph-antimonide of lead and silver, which 
crystallizes in striated prisms. Cf. DIAPHORITE. 

1880 Dana Min. 541 Freieslebenite. 

Freight ({rzit), 5d. Also 5 freyte, freyght, 
6-7 fraight, 6 frate. [prob. a. MDu. or MLG. 
orecht, var. of vracht: see Fraucut sd, The word 
has passed from Du. or LG. into some of the Rom. 
langs.; F. fret hire of a ship (from 13th c.), Sp. 


Siete, Pg. frete. | 

1. Hire of a vessel for the transport of goods ; 
the service of transporting goods (originally, by 
water; now extended, esp. in U..S., to land-transit) ; 
the sum of money paid for this. In early use also: 
Passage-money. 

1463 Mann. & Househ. Exp. 194 My mastyr toke hym 
ffor his ffreyte to Caleys. .vj. 27. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 283/2 
Whome they receyued in to theyr Shippe gladly and sayd 
they wold brynge hym thyder without ony freyght or huyr. 
1538 Starkey England i. i. 172 Specyally yf to that were 
joynyd a nother ordynance..wych ys, concernyng the frate 
of marchandyse. 1580 Hottysanp Jveas. Fr. Tong, 
Naulage, the fraight or fare payed for passage ouer the 
water. @1687 Petry Pol. Avith. (1690) 19 Those who have 
the command of the Sea Trade may Work at easier Freight 
with more profit. 1712 E. Cooxe Voy. S. Sea 353 Having 
agreed to pay no Freight there. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 180 
Let a small deduction be made from the freights of ships, 
and from seamens wages. 1765 ‘I. Hutcuinson 7st. Mass, 
I, ii, 257 They purchased a ship-load of masts, the freight 
whereof cost them sixteen hundred pounds. 1854 Haw- 
THORNE Eng, Note-bks, (1883) I1. 123 The captains talk 
together about..how freights arein America, 1861 GoscHEN 
For. Exch. 18 The charge for freight acts with the same 
force as a charge for a commodity actually produced and 
exported, 1868 Rocers Pol, Zcon. ix. (1876) 83 The passage 
from the East to Europe has been so shortened, that a 
freight from thence to England is reduced to one-fourth, 


+b. Zo take freight: to take passage for oneself 


and goods. Obs. 
1719 Dr For Crusoe u. xvi, We all took freight with him. 


2. The cargo or lading (of a ship); a ship-load. 
In Y.S. by extension: Anything carried by sea or 
land (a general term for ‘ goods’ in transit). /as¢ 
freight (U.S.) : see Fast a, 11. 


1g0z ARNOLDE Chron. (1811) 229 We. .charge you precisely 
that the forsayd [merchants] wyth their shyp's freight .. ye 
suffer and let go passe. 1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 14 
Beyng mynded..to take any freight or ladynge..into any 
of the saide shyppes. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 3 
When they have their full Fraight of Whales, they put up 
their great Flag. 1789 Branp Hist. Newcastle Il, 255 [A 
vessel] trading to Newcastle upon Tyne with corn, and 
returning with a freight of sea-coals, 1832 Hr, Martineau 
Treland 13x Do you know that Vessel? You cannot be 
aware what freight it bears? 1856 Kane Arct. Zxpi. II. 
xix. 196 They offered to exclude both clothes and food in 
favor of a full freight of these treasures, 

b. transf. A load, burden. 

1618 CHAPMAN /Zesiod I. 574 At thy purse’s height, And when 
it fights low, give thy use his freight. 1697 Drypen Vz7g. 
Georg. 1. 599 With the ruddy Freight the bending Branches 
groan, 1803 Worpsw. Predude v. 84, 1.. looked self-ques- 
tioned what this freight Which the new comer carried.. 
Could mean. 1878 Huxiey Physiogr. 73, These warm moist 
winds..deposit their freight of moisture in showers of rain. 

e. fig. d 

1631 Donne in Sedect. (1840) 43 Keep up that holy 
cheerfulness, which Christ makes the ballast of a Christian, 
and his freight too. 1753 Younc Centaur v. Wks. 1757 
IV. 223 Every moment shall return, and lay its whole 
freight. .before the Throne. 1812 J. WILSON Isle of Palms 
1. 127 An earthly freight she bears Of joys and sorrows, 
1872 Hottanp Mard. Proph. 97 A man who lifted On ready 
words his freight of gratitude. 

+3, A journey of a laden vessel. Ods. 

1716 Cuurcu Philip's War (186s) I. 157 He made use of 
Canoo’s: But by that time they had made two fraights.. 
the Wind sprung up. ‘ “ , 

4. U.S. Short for freight-train: a goods-train. 
By freight; by the usual means of transportation, 
as opposed to by express. 

1881 Chicago Times 18 June, A freight of thirty loaded 
cars..collided with the other train, 67 


[f. FREEZE v. +-Y1.] 


FREIGHT. 


5. attrib. and Comb. (esp. U.S. in reference to 
the carriage of goods by railway), as freight car 
(=goods truck or van), carriage, engine, -man, 
route, shed, steamer, traffic, train (= goods train); 
also freight-handler, -handling. Also + freight- 
money, payment for conveyance of freight. 

1856 O_msTeD Slave States 55 There were, in the train, 
two first-class passenger cars, and two “freight cars. 1884 
Pall Mall G, 25 Sept. 5/2 They will put up their rates on 
the “freight carriage eastward. 1882 Jdid. 12 July 8/2 
A riot has occurred [at Jersey city] between the *freight- 
handlers on strike and the Italian labourers, 1887 Burean 
Statist. Labour (N. Y.) 327 There was alsoa great interrup- 
tion of *freight-handling. 1855 Gen. Term Kep., Goods.. 
should be sent forward by a carrier, or *freightman. 1755 
Macens /nsuvances II. 189 All Insurances on expected 
Gain. .future *Freight-Monies, Seamens Wages and Mens 
Lives are universally forbid. 188x Chicago Times 12 Mar., 
This has been the cheapest “freight route to New York. /dzd. 
17 June, Between the gas-works and the *freight-sheds of 
the..railway. 1891 Pal? Mall G. 3 Dec. 6/2 The St. John’s 
Board of T'rade..thinks that the interest of the country 
would be better served by grants to *freight steamers. 1885 
Tbid, 10 Sept. 6/1 Goods traffic —called in America *‘ freight’ 
traffic, 1872 Yapanese in America 199 *¥ reight-trains fre- 
quently number.,.one hundred cars. 

Freight (frat), v. Forms: 6-7 fraight, (6 
freith), 7- freight. a. ¢. and fa. pple. 6 
freyghted, frayted, 6-7 fraighted, 7—- freighted. 
[f. prec. sb.; cf. FRAUGHT v.] 

1. “rans. To furnish or load (a vessel) with a 
cargo; to hire or let out (a vessel) for the carriage 
of goods and passengers. Also with owt and Zo or 
Jor (a place). 

7485 in Arnolde Chyon, (1811) 229 For too..lade and freith 
and cary awaye. 1555 Epen Decades 296 Donco, where the 
marchauntes. .fraight theyr shyppes. 1651 Hospes Leviath. 
1, xxii. 119 With the Merchandise they buy at home, can 
fraight a Ship, toexport it. 167x CLARENDON Déalog. Tracts 
(1727) 293 ‘They who freighted them out. 170z C. MATHER 
Magn, Chr. 1. vi. (1852) 84 They build one ship more, 
which they fraighted for England. 1800 WELLESLEY in 
Owen Desf.707 The British merchants. .not having obtained 
the expected permission to freight their ships to the port of 
London, 1831 Sir J. SincLair Cory, 11. 223 An opportunity 
of making immense sums of money, by freighting their ships 
to the powers at war. 1878 Simpson Sch. Shaks, I, 120 He 
proposed to freight as many English vessels as possible by 
Flemings, Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Italians. 

b. transf. Yo load, store, Also fg. of a burden: 
To bear upon as a load. 

1829 Lyrron Devereux 1. vii, Fortune freights not your 
channel with her hoarded stores, 1838 Sparks Biog. IX 
Eaton xi. 301 The caravan had been freighted by the 
Bashaw only to this place. 1892 TALMaGe in NV. Y. Weekly 
Witness 13 Jan. 7/5 All the sins of the past and of the 
present freighting him. 

ec. U.S. intr. Zo freight up: to take ina cargo. fig. 

1889 ‘ Mark Twain’ Yank, at Crt, K. Arth, (Yauchn.) I. 
128 How to freight up against probable fasts before starting. 

2. ‘To carry or transport (goods) as freight. 

1540 Act 32 Hen. VIII, c. 14 Euery brode wollen cloth 
freyghted to Daunske, 1697 Dampier Voy, I. xv. 412 
Every man freights his Goods in his own room}; and prob- 
ably lodges there, if he be on board himself. 188 Henry 
Cornet of Forse xvi. (1888) 160 Van Duyk would have 
freighted a shipful of presents to Rupert's friends, 

Hence Frei‘ghting v/. sd. 

1672 Lssex Papers (Camden) I. 7, I Incourage all I 
possibly can buildinge of Ships of our owne (for Fraigtinge 
of Forringhners distresse us), 1867 SmytH Sazlor's Word- 
bk., ’retghting, a letting out of vessels on freight or hire. 
1884 L. Hamitton AJexican Hand-bk. 67 ‘The water flow- 
ing down from the various ravines. :fills the arroyo and 
renders freighting in wagons difficult. 

attrib, 1769 Burke Late St. Nat. Wks. 1842 I. 83 The 
freighting business revived. The ships were fewer, but 
much larger, 1856 O_tmstep Slave States 396 The roads 
seemed to be doing a heavy freighting business with cotton. 
1880 N. H. Bistor 4 Months in Sneak-Box 15 ‘There 
appears to be no fixed freighting tariff established for boats. 

+ Freight, ple. and A/.a. Obs. Forms: 5-6 
freyght, 6-7 fraight, 6-8 freight. [Contracted 
pa. pple. of Freiaur v,] 

1. Freighted, laden. 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vi. 494 The ryuer of Loyer, wher at 

‘season certayne shyppes laye freyght with vytall, 1600 

HoLtLAND Livy xxix. 736 And so [he] dispatched away the 
ships a second time fraight and laden with the spoiles of 
enemies. 1649 Evetyn Memr, (1857) III. 39 Ships, richly 
freight with wines and other commodities. 

b. transf and fig. (Cf. fret full, Frnv v.8) 

1565 Jewret Def, Afol, (1611) 463 It was written bya man 
of an iron face..and is freight full of most shamelesse lies. 
1587 ‘TurperviLe 7vag. 7, (1837) 214 The jades were fully 
fraight with heavie burdens, 1600 Hotianp Lzvy xxul. xil. 
(1609) 481 ‘lwo strong holds .. full and fraight [pena] of 
Gee and victuals. 17xx Srrere Sect. No. 134 P2 Each 

-aragraph is freight either with useful or delightful Notions. 

2, Fraught, provided, abounding wth. 

155r Ropinson tr. More's Utop. (Arb.) 167 This yle is 
fraight with both bounteously. xg90 SpeNsER 7. Q.1. xii. 
35 The king .. with suddein indignation fraight Bad on that 
Messenger rude hands to reach. 1623 WepstTerR Duchess 
Maifi v.i, V'll go in mine own shape, When he shall see it 
fraight with love and duty. 

Preightage (fré'tédz). [f. Freicur v. + -ace.] 

1. The hire of a vessel for the transport of goods; 
cost of conveyance of goods (originally, by water ; 
now extended, esf. in U/.S., to land-transit). 

1694 tr. Milton's Lett, State July an. 1656 Wks. 1851 
VIII. 349 A Sum of Money owing .. upon the account 
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of Freightage and Demorage. 1785 J. Puitiirs 7veat. 
Inland Navig. 32 The tonnage, freightage, and _ tolls, 
will produce as follow. 1819 SueLiey Let. to Peacock 
2 Sept., It costs, with all duties and freightage, about half. 
1885 Law Times LXXIX. 189/1 The defendants. . offered 
him a steamer called the Glendevon..at the rate of 30s. 
freightage. 1885 L'pool Daily Post 23 Oct. 4/8 ‘The higher 
scale of freightage [by railroad] will be maintained. 

b. The freighting or hiring of a vessel. 

1755 Macens Jnsurances Il. 282 If a Ship be intirely 
freighted for a full Cargo..In case the Owner was not 
informed of the above-mentioned full Freightage. 


2. That with which a vessel is freighted ; freight, 


cargo; quantity of cargo conveyed. 5 

1803 Syp. Smitu Ws, (1859) I. 61/1 The immense in- 
crease of their [Danes’] freightage during the wars of this 
country. 1843 Mrs. Romer (hone, etc. I. 309 The largest 
vessels can ride at anchor in safety, and unload their freight- 
age close to the very houses. 1860 RusseLi Diary India 
1. ii. rr English ships laden with full freightage of gallant 
soldiers. 1885 Harpers Mag. LXXI. 199 Coal as an up 
freightage is fully as important as the down cargo of grain. 

b. transf. Burden, load. 

1823 Sismondi’s Lit. Eur. (1846) II, xxix. 282 The 
Piers Pe freightage of the Atlantic wave. 1825 Blackw. 
Mag. XVIII. 601 The Diligence .. discharged its whole 
freightage into the street. 

ce. fig. 

1827 Mary Howitr Two Voy. i, My ship waits but for me 
..And all I lack of freightage now is a farewell word from 
thee. 1859 G. Merepitu 2. Feverel xii. (1878) 77 Con- 
science was beginning to inhabit him, and he carried some 
of the freightage known to men; though in so crude a form 
that it overweighed him, now on this side, now on that. 


3. Transport of goods. 

1886 Harper's Mag. LX XII. 216 All travel and freightage 
are still, as of old, conducted by means of horses, asses, 
camels and mules. 


Freighted (frétéd), pple. and Zf/. a. [f. 
Freicut v.+-ED1.] Laden with cargo. 

1553 Even 77veat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 21 Shyppes frayghted 
wyth gossampine cotton and silke clothes. 1692 LuTTRELL 
Brief Rel. (1857) 11. 33 A rich ship from Spain, freighted 
with pieces of eight. 1703 Tate Her Mazesty’s Pict. xxix, 
To Western Worlds our Freighted Fleets shall run. 1852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xxxi, The boat moved on— 
freighted with its weight of sorrow. 1855 Prescorr Philip 
IT, I. 1. v. 455 Their galleys still returned to port freighted 
with the spoils of the infidel. 

b. ¢ransf. and fig. 

15367 Drant Horace’s Epist. vii. Dv, At supper when he 

had at full Layde out his lauishe mynde At length to bed 


to take a nap He fraighted, was assynde. 1645 Pacirr 
Heresiogr. (1661) 124 Some persons .. being fraighted with 
many loose, and unsound opinions. 1725 L. Wetstep 


Oikogr. 4 From whence we may .. survey, The freighted 
Thames. 181rx L. M. Hawkins C’fess § Gertr, I. 57 He 
therefore endured with complacency, her freighted work- 
basket. 1850 W. IrvinG Goldsmith xxvi. 257 Just arrived 
from College. .full freighted with academic gleanings. 1860 
Mortiry Wetherl. (1868) I. i. 2 Epistles which .. were 
freighted with the doom and destiny of countless millions. 


Freighter (fré‘to1),  [f. Frteur v. + -ER 1.) 
1. ‘One who loads a ship, or one who charters 


and loads a ship’ (W.). 

1622 Matynes Anc. Law-Merch. 138 And hereupon C. D. 
the Merchant and Fraightor, doth likewise couenant with 
the said Master..that he .. will lade or cause to be laden.. 
the said Ship. 1665 Pepys Diary 22 Mar., Abundance of 
most ingenious men, owners and freighters of the ‘ Experi- 
ment’, 1727 A. Hamitton New Acc. £. Ind. I, vii, 70 The 
Freighter, who was a Mahometan, delayed paying the 
Freight long after it was due by the Tenor of the Charter- 
party. 1848 ArnouLp Mar. Jusur. (1866) I. 1. iii. 57 It was 
stipulated by the Charter-party that the freighters should 
pay for the use of the ship. 

b. One who consigns goods for carriage inland. 

1872 Daily News 2 Oct. 4 It was resolved that a freighters’ 
association be established, having for its object the assimila- 
tion and check of railway charges. 1882 Ldin. Rev. Oct. 
458 What the public service demands is, that freighters 
an manufacturers should be allowed to choose for them- 
selves, 

2. One whose business it is to receive and forward 
freight. 

1714 Manbevitir //ad, Bees (1725) I. 205 The Dutch. .are 
carriers and freighters to the rest of the world. 1884 
American 1X, 110 Men employed by the freighters to 
look after the mules. .to prevent their straying off. 

3. A vessel for transporting goods, a cargo vessel. 

1878 N. H. Bisnor Voy. Paper Canoe 278 Though a 
freighter and not a royal yacht, the Rurik looked every inch 
a government vessel. 1893 Lezswre Hour Apr. 389 Our 
ships get larger whether they are freighters or expresses. 

Frei‘ghtful, a. rare—'. [perh. f. *f/rezgh¢ dial. 
=Freir+-FuL.] ?Of the nature of a charm or 


incantation. 

1716 M. Davies A then, Brit. 1. Crit. Hist. 90 Gnosticks, 
who all dealt in Magical Medals and freightfull Inscriptions. 

Freightless (fratlés), a. rare. [f. Freicur 
sb, +-LESS.] Without freight or load. 

r79t E. Darwin Bot. Gard. u. 155 Wave after wave rolls 
freightless to the shore. 1795 A. SEWARD Lett. (1811) 1V, 
94 The age of these freightless, these lonely seas, 

+Freightment, 0ds. [f. FReicur v. + -MEN'T; 
after F. frétement.| The action of hiring a vessel ; 
the document which records this. 

1559 in Six R. Sadler's Papers (1809) Il. 235 And if you 
have advertised me of touching their [shippes’] fretment. 
1622 Matynes Amc, Law-Merch. 402 Vpon the ladings of 
Ships which are to take in the same, or else may incurre a 
further danger vnto the Charter-partie of fraightment. 1755 











FREMD. 


Macens Jnsurances 11. 25 When it can be proved against 
any one, whether by Charter-Party, Bills of Lading, 
Freightement..that he has altered the Voyage insured upon. 

Freik, Freir (.Sc.), var. of FREKE, FRIAR, 

Freis, var. of FREEZE. 

Freit (frit). Sc. Forms: 5-6 frete, 6-9 freet, 
” freite, 8 fret, 7-freit. [a. ON. /rét¢ fem., news, 
inquiry, augury, corresponding to OE. /reht (for 
*freoht, friht), oracle (whence /rzhtere diviner, 
Jrihtrian to divine), from the root of FRAYNE.] 

Anything to which superstition attaches; an 
omen; a superstitious formula or charm ; a super- 


stitious observance or act of worship. 

a1300 Cursor M. 28310, I .. folud wiche-crafte and frete, 
and charmyng. c142z5 WyNtoun Cron. v1. xviii. 362 Mak- 
beth aye In fantown Fretis had gret Fay. 1533 BELLENDEN 
Livy 1. (1822) 42 The Albanis hallowit thair fretis, and terri- 
bill conjuraciouns. 1597 Jas. 1. Daemovol. 1. iv. 11 All 
kinde of practicques, freites, or other like extraordinarie 
actiones. ?717.. Adam o' Gordon xxvii, in Pinkerton Se/ect. 
Sc. Ballads (1783) 1. 49 Wha luik to freits, my master deir, 
Freits will ay follow them. 1768 Song in Ross’ Helenore 
(1789) 147 Fouk need not on frets to be standing That's 
woo'd and married and a’. 1868 G. Macponarp &. 
Falconer 111. 70, ‘1 dream aboot him whiles sae lifelike, 
that I canna believe him deid. But that’s a’ freits.’ 

Hence Frei'ty a., superstitious. 

1788 J. Macautay Poems (1790) 122, I..saw a blade fast 
sticking to my hose, An’, being freety, stack it up my nose. 
1818 Adin. Mag. Sept. 154 Deeply imbued with the super- 
stitious and freitty observances of his native land. 

+ Freith, v. Sc. Ods. Also 4 freth. [Sc. form 
of Fritu v.] trans. To set free, liberate. To fretth 
oneself: to perform one’s promise. esp. in Sc. 
Law. To release from an obligation or pecuniary 


burden, 

13.. Assis. Dav. II in Balfour's Practicks (1754) 18 To 
freith and releive thair borghis, except thay have a lauchfull 
essonyie. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Adrian 290 To freth his 
borowis & mak fre. 1466 Acta Dom. Audit. (1839) 3 To 
freith the said landis..of the v mercis..that he grantis he 
promist to pay. c1470 Henry Wadlace 1x. 1516 Wallace gert 
freith the wemen, off hys grace. 1535 STEWART Cron. Scot. 
II. 187 That tha had done, and freith [thame] for to go To 
thair awin land. 1596 DacrympLe tr. Leslze’s Hist. Scot. 
x. 319 The Protectour denyes ony way to freith the Erle 
afor the weiris be endet. /d7d. 350 Quene mother suld 
suirlie freith her selfe in al, quhat euir scho had promiste. 

+Freke. joct. Obs. Forms: 1 freca, 5- 
freak(e, freik(e, (5 frecke, freeke, freyke), 4- 
freke. [OE. /veca, properly subst. use of /rec, 
Freoxk a.] Properly, one eager for fight; a warrior, 
champion ; but usually a mere poetic synonym for 
‘man’ (cf. berne, tulk, wye). 

Beowulf 1563 He zefeng pa fetel-hilt freca scyldinga. 
13.. K. Adis. 2161 Oure kyng hath this freke y-felde. ¢142z0 
Avow. Arth. xl, Wele armut and dy3te, As freke redy to 
fy3te. cx14530 Bk. Curtasye 255 in Babees Bk. 305 Go not 
forthe as a dombe freke. 15.. Scotish feilde 50 in Furniv. 
Percy Folio 1. 214 When his father, that feirce freake, had 
finished his dayes. @1555 LynpEsay 7vagedy 218 Than 
euery freik thay tuke of me sic feir. «1605 MONTGOMERIE 
Commend. of Love 39 Fy on that freik that can not love. 


+ Frelan(d, frelange. O2s. (See quot.) 

1690 Evetyn Mundus Muliebris 6 Place aright .. Frelange, 
Fontange. — Fop Dict., Frelan [ed. 2 Freland ), Bonnet 
and Pinner together. 

+Frels, v. Olds. Forms: 1 fréolsian, 3 Orm. 
fre(o)llsenn, 4 frels(en. [OE. /réolsian, f. fréols 
str. masc., neut. ‘freedom, time of freedom, festival’, 
also as adj. ‘free’; cf. OFris. /r?hals freedom, 
OHG. /rthals free man, freedom, ON. /rzals adj. 
free, Goth. frezhals freedom ; the sb. (adj.) means 
literally ‘free neck’ : see FREE a. and HALs.] 

l. trans. To keep (a holy day) free from work ; 
to celebrate. 

c1o00 /ELrric Exod. xxxiv. 21 Wirc six dagas and freolsa 
Sone seofodan. cx1200 OrmiNn 8895 To frellsenn per batt 
he3he tid O batt Judisskenn wise. 

2. To set (a person) free; to free, release. 

c1250 Lord’s Prayer in Rel. Ant. 1. 22 Frels us fra alle 
ivele binge. a@1300 Cursor M, 10082 His folk to frels fra 
sin and scam. 

Fremail, var, of FERMAIL. 

1892 G. Lampert Gold § Silversmiths’ Art 48 Another 
fremail of gold, garnished with three pearls. 


Fremd (fremd), @ Ods. exc. Sc. and north. 
Forms: 1freemde,frem(e)de, Vorthumd. frempe, 
2-6 fremde, 3 freemde, Ovm. fremmde, freo- 
mede, south. vreomede, 3-5 frem(m)ed(e, (4 
fremned, frimmed), 4-5 fremyd, 5-9 Sc. 
frem(m)it, -yt, 4-7 frem(m)e, (7 fremb), 5-7 
frem(e)(d, fremb’d(e, 6 frenned, 7, 9 Sc. frem, 
(9 fraim), 6, 8 Sc. fram(m)et, (8 fram’d, 9 
fraumit), 9 Sc. frem’t, frem(m)’d. [Com. Teut.: 
OE. fremede, fremde, frempe = OS. fremitht (Du. 
vreemd), OHG. framadi, fremidi strange, wonder- 
ful (MHG. vremede, vremde), Goth. framaps for- 
eign, estranged :—OTeut. */ramopjo-, framipjo- f. 
*fram-: see FROM.] 

1. Foreign: see Fornien 8, 

axo00 Laws of Ine (Schmid) § 20 Gif feorcund mon, odde 
fremde, butan weze zeond wudu gonge. ¢1386 CHAUCER 
Sgrs T. 421 A faukoun pere; an semed sche 


fremde lond. x Datrymp_e tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. vu. 
4 Ambassadouris thay directe to framit natiounis quha war 


FREME. 


thair special freinds. ?17.. in Child Ballads 11. lii. A. (1884) 
450/2, I wish I had died on some frem isle, And never had 
come hame! 1858 Mrs. Outpnant Laird of Norlaw I. 299 
‘Dinna bring me a daughter of that land to vex me as the 
fremd woman vexed Rebecca,’ 1864 T. Crarke Westmld. 
Dial. in Kendal Merc. 30 Jan., It mappm mud lead me 
inta sum fremm’d cuntry. 
b. =FOREIGN 4. 

1581 Mutcaster Posztrous xli. (1887) 242, I may not at 
this time prosecute this position, as to fremd for this place. 

2. Strange, unknown, unfamiliar. Also e/¢g¢. or 
absol. (quasi-sb.). The fremd: strangers. Of an 
incident: Remarkable, surprising. 

cgso Lindisf. Gosf. John x. 5 Fordon ne cudon stefn dara 
fremée. a1a25 Ancr. R.106 His deore deciples..bileueden 
him alle one, ase ureomede, @1300 Cursor M. 28292 
Priuetis o fremyd and frende I haue discouerd. ¢ 1385 
Cuaucer ZL. G. W. 1046 Dido, That nevere yit was so fremde 
acas. 14.. in Pol. Rel. § L. Poems (1866) 249 Euery man, 
bobe fremyd & kouth, Xul comyn with-outyn ly. 1500-20 
Dunsar Poems (1893) 307 The fremmit thairof thair baggis 
can fill. 1535 Durham Depos. (Surtees) 52 Let her take 2 
fremde menne, or frendes, and I other 2. 1580 SIDNEY 
Arcadia (1622) 87 Cowards..With sight of feare from friends 
to fremb’d doe flie. 1863 Mrs. Gasket Sylvia's L. (1874) 
184 ‘There’s a fremd man 1’ t’ house, I heerd his voice !’ 
1871 W. ALEXANDER Yohnny Gibb xxxy. (1873) 199 Mary 
Howie needin’ to gae awa’ to the frem’t. 


b. Wild, opposed to same. 


¢ 1374 Cuaucer Troylus ut. 480 (529) Al this world is 
blynd In this matere, bothe fremed and tame. 

8. Like a stranger, estranged, unfriendly. Of 
the bearing, voice, etc.: Strange, forced, unnatural. 
Const. in OE. with dat., wth, ¢2//. 

axo00 Sal. §& Sat. 68 Fracod he bid donne and fremede 
frean zlmihtigum. a 1240 Uveisun in Cott. Hom. 200 Woa 
is me pet ich am so freomede wid be. ¢1374 Cuaucer 
Troy lis 11. 199 (248) Lat be to me your fremde maner speche. 
2a1400 Morte Arth. 3343, I hafe bene frendely, freke, and 
fremmede tille other. 1508 Dunsar Gold. Targe 225 On 
syde scholukit wyth ane fremyt fare. 1580 SipNey Arcadia 
m1, Wks. 1724 II. 719 And makes them fremb’d, who friends 
by nature are. 1636 Ruruerrorp Lef#t. (1862) I. 178 He 
looked fremed and unco-like upon me when I came first 
here. @1651 CatpERwoop Hist. Kirk (1843) II. 280 The 
Erle of Murrey was so frem to Mr. Knox, that [etc.]. 1789 
Burns 5 Cariins xx, Monie a friend that kiss’d his caup, Is 
now a fremit wight. 1859 J. Brown Rab & F. 9 Rab called 
rapidly, and in a fremyt voice, 

Proverb. 1721 Ketty Sc. Prov. 72 Better my friend 
think me framet, than fashious. 1823 Scorr Quentin D. vi, 
‘Better kind fremit, than fremit kindred.’ 

b. Adverse, unpropitious, hostile. 

1423 Jas. I Kinugis Q. xxiv, So infortunate was we that 
fremyt day. 1513 Douctas eis 1. i. 58 Scho thame for- 
drivis .. by fremmit weird full mony 3eris tharbye. 1535 
Stewart Cvoz. Scot. (1858) 1, 323 Sayand the Britis fremit 
war and fals. 

4. Not related, of another family or house ; op- 
posed to s2b or iv. Often el/ipt. or absol. 

a1200 Moral Ode 34 Sone wule hine for3eten be fremede 
and pe sibbe. a1225 Ancry. R. 184 Nanmore ben pu woldest 
beaten a ureomede child bauh hit agulte. ¢1340 Hamrote 
Prose Tr. (1866) 8 Many .. neuer haue halde be ordyre of 
lufe ynesche paire frendys sibbe or ffremede. c1460 How 
Goode Wif taught hir Doughter 17 in Hazl. Z, P. P. 1. 
18x Make thou none iangelynge withe fremed ne withe 
sibbe. cx1510 BarcLtay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) Biij, 
For thy fremde folke and seruauntes to prouide. 1530 
Patscr. 627, I make of a frenned chylde my sonne by the 
lawe. Ye adopte. 1550 CoverpaLe Sfir. Perle xvi. 126 
Those children that are nursed by frembd mens fyers. 161x 
Corer., Affiliation, adoption, or the conferring on fremme 
children all aduantages belonging to naturall ones. 1862 
Histor Prov. Scot. 143 Mak friends o’ fremit foll. 

Hence Fre‘mdly adv., strangely, like a stranger ; 
unkindly. _Fre'mdness, strangeness, coldness ; 
also personified. 

13-. Gaw. § Gr. Knut. 714 Fer floten fro his frendez 
fremedly he rydez. c1g00 Lancelot 1508 [They] haith no 
thonk bot fremmytness of the. 1535 Srewarr Crou. Scot. 
Il. 3 Fra all the Scottis prescribit war ilkone. .So fremmit- 
lie in mony sindrie land. 1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus ut. 6 
The Lustice Clark, was callit Fremmitnes. 1569-70 Knox 
Let. to Cecil 2 Jan. in Tytler Ast. Scot. (1864) ILI. 318, 
I have been fremedly handled. 1807 J. Stace Poems 49 
The hand of fate unkeynde Has us’d us fremtly. 

+ Freme, sd. Ods. Forms: 1 fremu, freomo, 
2-3 freme, 3 freoma, -e, 4 south. vreme. [OE. 
Fremu str. fem., noun of quality from fram forward. ] 
Advantage, benefit, profit. Cf. Framu sd, 1. 

aqoo Lpinal Gloss. 135 Benefictum, fremu. c888 K. 
fitrrep Boeth. xiv. §1 Hwelc fremu is de Set, Sat bu 
wilnige bissa andweardena geselba. cx1000 Sax. Leechd. 
I. 84 Ponne ys wen bet hyt him cume to mycelre freme. 
a31175 Cott. Hom. 217 Pat we hine [God] lufie. .naht him to 
mede ac us to freme and to fultume. cx1z205 Lay. 674 He 
de® him selua freoma fa helped his freondene. 1258 Charter 
Hen, [11 in Tyrrell Hist. Eng. (1700) Il. App. 25 Ure 
treowthe for the freme of the Loande. 1340 Ayend. 69 Yef 
enye of hare uryendes ham wyllep rede and hare ureme 
ssewy na3t ham nollep yhere. 

+ Freme, v. Obs. Forms: 1-2 fremian, frem- 
man, 3freme(n, -ien,(fremmen, froemen, south. 
vreomien). [OE. fremian, fremman trans. and 
intr. = OF ris. fremma, OS. fremmian, OHG. 
(gt-\fremen, ON. fremja:—OTeut. *framjan, f. 
*fram forward: see FRoM.] 

1. trans. To help forward, promote the interests 
of; to benefit ; to refresh (with food, etc.). Also, 

to indulge. 

Beowulf 1832 Ic on Higelace wat.. bat he mec frem- 
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man wile weordum ond worcum. axooo Andreas 936 (Gr.) 
Det ic eade mzz anra zehwylene fremman and fyrdran 
freonda minra. @x1225 Leg. Kath. 2367 Ha..bisohte.. bat 
he for his freolec, firstede hire & fremede. cx2g0 Gen. & 
x. 1245 3he gan fremen ysmael Wid watres drinc and 
bredes mel. 

2. intr. a. To profit, be of service. b. To gain 
ground, make progress; =F RAMp v. I and 2. 

¢ t000 ALLFRic Ger. xxxvii. 20 Donne bip zesyne, hwzet him 
his swefn fremion. cx1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. xvi. 26 Hweet 
fremad znegum menn peah he [etc.]. cx1175 Lamb. Hom. 
111 Ne ligge nefre on pine heorde, bet hauelese monnam 
meiefremian. a@1225 Ancr. R. 284 Gif bu hauest..eni oder 
ping pet ham wolde ureomien. azz300 “&. EL. Psalter 
Ixxxviii[i]. 22 Noghte freme in him sal pe faa. 

3. trans. To accomplish, effect, perform. 

Beowulf 2800 Fremmad ze nu [MS. zena] leoda bearfe. 
axo00 Cednion's Gen. 30 (Gr.) Pes engles mod, be bone 
unreed ongan zrest fremman. c 1205 Lay. 24010 Heo scullen 
me monradene mid moscipe fremmen. c1300 H/avelok 441 
Alle haueden sworen..That he sholden hise wille freme. 

+ Fremeful, @. Ovs. [OE. fremfull, £. fremu, 
FREME sé. + -ruL.] Advantageous; profitable; 
beneficial, beneficent. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. 1. 152 Dysse wyrte wos ys swyde 
fremful. ¢1175 Lamb. Hom. 109 Ne bid naut his lare 
fremful. c¢1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 149 Swich wop is frem- 
ful to wassende mide sinnes. 1340 Ayend. 80 Me can todele 
pri manere guodes, guod worpbssiplich, guod lostuoll, and 
guod uremuol. 

Hence Fre‘mefully adv., profitably. 

cxz00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 175 Wat it bitocned. .fremfulliche 
to understonden. 

+Frement, a. Os.—° [ad. L. frementem, 
pr. pple. of fremére to roar.] Roaring. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 
Fremescence (fréme'séns). 
see -ENCE,] An incipient roaring. 
1837 CartyLe “7, Rev. I. v. iv, Confused tremor and 
fremescence ; waxing into thunderpeals, of Fury stirred on 

by Fear. 

Fremescent (fréeme’sént), a. rare. [asifad. L. 
*fremescent-em, pr. pple. of *fremescére, freq. vb. f. 
L. fremére to roar.| Murmuring, growing noisy. 

1837 CartyLe #7. Rev. II, vi. vii. (1872) 250 Fremescent 
clangour comes from the armed Nationals. 1881 Scotsman 
9 May 4 On either side fremescent crowds jostle and growl. 


+Fremish, v. Oés. [a. OF. and F. fremiss- 


rare. [f. next: 


lengthened stem of /rémzr:—pop. L. *fremire, L. 


SJremére.| intr. To shudder. Of the ranks in an 


army: To waver. 

c1425 Mound. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 5 He 
fremyshid, and for drede tremelyd. cx1450 Merlin 162 He 
-.rode in a-monge hem that alle the renges fremysshed. 

|| Fremitus (fre‘mit#s). [L. verbal sb. f. fre- 
méretoroar.] a. A dullroaring noise. b. Path. 
A palpable vibration or thrill, e.g. of the walls of 
the chest. 

18z0 T. Mircuett Avistoph. I. p. lvi, The conviction of 
Cleinias is followed by a fremitus of applause. 1879 Kuory 
Princ. Med. 47 The fremitus is the movement which can be 
felt by the hands on making the patient speak. 

+Fremman. Ots. rave. Also 7 frinman. 
[f. Fremp a. + Man.] A person not related; a 


stranger, 

1568 Hist. Facob & Esau u. ii. Cij, Where is betwene one 
fremman and an other, Lesse loue found than now betwene 
brother and brother? @1639 WHATELEY Prototyfes 1. xi. 
105, I proceede to Abrahams carriage toward forreiners that 
were not of his house, whether kinsmen or frinmen as we 
call them. | 

Fremmit, fremyt, etc.: see FREMD a. 

Fren: see FRENNE. 

French (fren), ¢. and sd. Forms: 1 frencise, 
3 frenkis, (4 frenkysch), 3-4 frankys, frankis, 
3 Frenchis, freinsse, frence, frenchs, frenynch, 
frensc, (frennssce), frenysch, 3-5 Frensch(e, 
3, 6 franch(e, 3-6 frensh(e, 4 freynsch, 4, 6 
frenche, 5 frenssh(e, 3- French. [OE. frencasc, 
f. franc-a FRANK sb.l + -zsc, -I8H; the suffix pro- 
duces umlaut. With respect to the contraction, 
which began in early ME., cf. Welsh from OE, 
wreltsc, Scotch from Scottish. 

The equivalent continental Teut. /rankisk-, Latinized as 
Sranciscus, became in OF. france?s, -ois, mod.F. frangais ; 
but the fem. /rancezse instead of /rancesche shows that the 
termination was very early confused with -ezs ;—L. -éuszs 
(see -ESE). J 

A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to France or its inhabitants. 

O. E. Chron. an. 1003 (Laud MS.), Her wes Eaxeceaster 
abrocen purh bone Frenciscan ceorl Hugon. ¢ 1205 Lay. 
3239 Aganippus be Frennsce king. cu1250 Gen. § Ex, 81 
Des frenkis men o france moal, it nemnen ‘un jur natural’. 
c 1450 Cov. Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 118 Thi bowe is bent 
Newly now after the Frensche gyse. @1490 Botoner /7ix, 
(Nasmith 1778) 125 Trewrew, afrensh priorie. 1529 Suppdic. 
‘to King (E. E.T.S.) 52 Nowe the Frenshe fasshyon, nowe 
the Spanyshe fasshyon. 1592 G. Harvey Four Lett. Wks. 
(Grosart) I. 174 Such French occurrences .. as the credible 
relation of inquisitiue frendes .. shall acquaint me withall. 
1612 Wesster White Devil (Rtldg.) 34/2, I have a rare 
French rider. @1687 Perry Polit. Arith. iv. (1691) 85 The 
value of the French commodities brought into England. 
1712 STEELE Sect. No. 350 P 1 An Engagement between a 

rench Privateer .. and a little Vessel of that Place. 1774 
Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) VII. 120 It was eighteen feet 
and an half, French measure, in length. 1782 Cowrer Truth 
128 An Indian mystic or a French recluse, 
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q Misused for: Gaulish. Ods. 

1548 W. Patren Exped. Scotl. Pref. in Arb. Garner III. 
57 For killing Viridomax the French king in [the] field at 
the river of Padua. 1616 Buppen tr. yrodius’ Disc. 
Parent's Hon. 4 C. Flaminius..which enacted the law about 
the partage of some french grounds. 

b. with reference to the language, its words or 
phrases, compositions written in it, etc. 

Partly an attrib. use of the sb. Hvench class, a class to 
which French is taught; so Prench master. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 24 Sanges sere of selcuth rime, Inglis, 
frankys, and latine. ¢ 1386 Cuaucer Pars. 7. P 174 Thilke 
newe frenshe song. 1780 CowrER Progr. Err. 375 His 
stock a few French phrases got by heart. 1870 Dickens 
£. Drood iti, The French class becomes so demoralised 
that [etc.]. 

+e. French fox: a game of some kind. Oés, 

1759 Mrs. Detany Life & Corr. (1861) III 575 How do 
you think we warmed and amused ourselves? Why I taught 
them French Fox, : . 

2. Having the qualities attributed to French per- 
sons or things; French-like. 

+ French fare: ? elaborately polite behaviour. 

13.. Gaw. §& Gr. Kut, 1116 Sypen with frenkysch fare & 
fele fayre lotez Pay stoden, & stemed & stylly speken. 
?a1800 Chester Pl., Noah's Flood 100 For aj) thy frankish 
fare I will not doe after thyred. 1606 Birnie Azrk-Buriall 
(1833) 13 So french hes men beene in their fashions. 1634 
W. Tirwuyt tr. Balzac’s Lett. 1. 168 If any place be more 
French then Paris. 1710 Acc. Distemp. 7. Whigg 1. 6 
Their Frowns, French shrugs. .Laughing [etc.]. 1749 Lapy 
Luxsoroucu Lett. to Shenstone 28 Nov., As the French 
style..is fashionable. 1784 Cowper T7voc. 670 Hisaddress, 
if not quite French at ease, Not English stiff, but frank, and 
formed to please. 1794 Mrs. RapcurFre Myst. Udolpho i, 
Their sprightly melodies, debonnaire steps [etc.].. gave a 
character to the scene entirely French. 

3. In names of things of actual or attributed 
French origin, as French barley (see BARLEY) ; 
French-bit (see quot.); French-blue, artificial 
ultramarine ; French-boiler (see quot.) ; French 
bread, a kind of fancy bread ; French brush, a 
brush used for rubbing down horses; French 
casement (see quot. and cf. French window) ; 
French chalk, a variety of steatite, used for making 
marks on cloth, removing grease-spots, and (in 
powder) as a dry lubricant for boots and gloves ; 
French drain, a rubble-drain; + French eaves, 
eaves provided with a gutter to carry off the water ; 
French take, a variety of the Flemish fake (in 
Young Maut. Dict. 1846); French-flyers (see 
quot.); French-grey (see quot. 1862); French 
hem (see quot.) ; French horn, a metal wind- 
instrument (see Horn) ; + French lock, ?a kind 
of shackle for a horse’s foot; + French panel, 
some kind of wainscoting; French paste (see 
quot.); French pink (see PINK); French 
purple, French red, rouge (see quots.) ; French 
rice = AMELCORN; French roll: see ROLL; 
French roof, a mansard roof; + French rowel, 
a kind of seton for a horse; French salt, ?= bay 
salt; + French shroudknot (see quot.); French 
sixth J/us. (see quot.); French tub, tuning 
(see quots.); French white (see quot.); French 
window, a long window opening like a folding- 
door, and serving for exit and entrance. 

1661 Speci~f, Burneby's Patent No. 133 That sort of 
barley commonly called..*French barley. 1770 LatHAm 
in Phil. Trans. LX. 451 He followed the trade of a 
miller, and maker of French barley. 1874 Knicur Dvct. 
Mech. 1, y15 *French-bit (Carpentry), a boring tool 
adapted to use ona lathe-head or bya bow. 1879 Roop 
Chromatics x. 157 This same tendency .. reached a 
maximum in *French-blue. 1879 Rossirer Dict. Scz. 
Terms, *French boiler, Elephant boiler: one large and 
two smaller cylinders connected by transverse pipes. 1686 
Manch. Crt. Leet Rec. (1888) VI. 246 Short rated *ffrench 
bread. 1836 Act 6 § 7 Will. IV,c. 37 § 4 Bread usually sold 
under the Denomination of French or Fancy Bread or Rolls. 
1686 Brome Gentl, Recreat. 11. 1x1 Rub him [Horse] all over 
with the *French Brush, beginning at his forehead. 1842-59 
Gwitt Archit. Gloss., *French casements, windows turning 
upon two vertical edges attached to the jambs. a@1728 Woop- 
warD Catal, For. Fossils t.3 Red *French chalk. 1882 CauL- 
FEILD & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, French Chalk, a variety 
of indurated Talc. 1776 G.SrmpLe Building in Water 34 
Coarse Rubbish and Stones, which were just like a *French 
Drain under our Dike. 1884 Century Mag. XXIX. 47/2 
‘Box drains’, ‘French drains’, ‘blind drains’. 1634 in 
Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) II. 699 The *French Eves 
to keepe the water from the building. 1874 Knicut Dict. 
Mech. I. 91s *French-fiyers .. stairs that fly forwards until 
they reach within a length of a stair from the wall, where a 
quarter space occurs; the steps next ascend at a right angle, 
when another quarter space occurs ; they then ascend in an 
opposite flight, parallel to the first direction. 1862 Dict, 
Arch. (Arch. Publ. Soc.), *Fvench grey, a tint composed of 
white with ivory black, Indian red and Chinese blue, 1882 
Garden 25 Mar. 202/3 The flowers are pale blue, or French 
grey in colour. 1882 Cautreip & Sawarp Dict. Needle- 
work, *French Hent, a description of Hem employed for 
the finishing of Flounces. 1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4067/8 A 
*French Lock on her off Foot before. 1556 in Willis & 
Clark Cambridge Ngee II. 564 The backe..vnderneth the 
turned pilleres of the stalles to be *frenche pannel], | 1884 
Chamb. Frnt. 15 Nov. 731/2 ** French paste ’ which imitates 
the diamond so well, is a kind of glass into which a certain 
quantity of oxide of lead is introduced. 1873 Weale’s Dict. 
Archit. (ed. 3), *French purple, a beautiful dye prepared 
from lichens. 1844 Hosiyn Dict. Med., oe ved or 
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youge, genuine carmine. 1669 in Willis & Clark Cam- 
bridge (1886) Il. 557 The roofe .. shalbe a sufficient strong 
*French roofe to be made after the best manner hipt of[f). 
1883 Howetits Woman's Reason U1, xvii. 118 The row of 
French-roof cottages. 1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3928/4 A bay 
Nag..all his Paces, and had lately a *French Rowel in the 
inside of the near Leg behind above the Hock. 1670 Nar- 
norouGu Fru. in Acc, Sev. Late Voy, 1. (1711) 45 Good 
white Stone-Salt, whiter than *french-salt. 1867 Smyrn 
Sailor's Word-bk., *French shroud-knot, the shroud-knot 
with three strands single walled round the bights of the 
other three and the standing part. 1841 Hamitton Dict. 
Mus. Terms App.,*French sixth, the name of a chord com- 
posed of a major third, extreme fourth and extreme sixth, 
1873 Weale's Dict. Archit. pe 3), “Hrench tub, a mixture 
used by dyers, of the protochloride of tin and logwood. 1876 
Strainer & Barrett Dict. Atus. Terms, Flat tuning, one of 
the varieties of tuning on the lute; called also *French 
tuning or French flat tuning. 1844 Honsiyn Dict. Med. 
*French white, the common designation of finely pulverize 
talc. 1801 7vans. Soc. Arts XIX. 291 *French windows 
and glass doors. 1849 TnAckeray Pendennis vi, The 
Doctor stept out of the Preach windows of the dining-room 
into the lawn. 
b. of articles of dress, stuffs, etc. 

1592 GREENE De Conny Catch. Wks. (Grosart) XI. 96 
Blest be the French sleeues and breech verdingales. 1599 
Marston Sco. Villanie 11, vii. 203 Seest thou yon gallant in 
the sumptuous clothes..Note his French-herring bones: 
but note no more. 1603 Suaks, Meas, for M.1. ii. 35, Lhad 
as liefe be a Lyst of an English Kersey, as be pil’d .. fora 
French Veluet. 1675 Lond. Gaz, No. 979/4 A strait bodied 
Coat, with French Pockets. @ 1706 in ia Watson's Collect, 
1. 30 French-gows cut out and double banded. 1784 Cowrrr 
Task 1.546 Her tott'ring form Ill propp'd upon French 
heels. 1812 J. Smytu Pract. of Customs (1821) 127 Cam- 
bricks and Lawns, commonly called French Lawns. 1882 
Cautreitp & Sawarp Dict. Needlework, French canvas .. 
a description of Grenadine, of a stout wiry character. /d/d., 
French Merino. .is manufactured of very superior wool from 
the Merino sheep. Jéid., French Point, a name by which 
Alengon lace is sometimes called. Jéid., French Twill, 
although called French this is an English-made dress 
material—a variety of French Merino, 

4. In the names of various animals: French 
fly =CANTHARIDES ; French gurnard, ray, sar- 
dine, sole: see quots, 

1601 Hotiann Pliny I. 330 The Cantharides or *French 
greene Flies. art Conipl, Fam.-Piece 1. i. 15 Take French 
Flies..and a few Drops of Vinegar. 1879 Rossirer Dict. 
Sei. Terms, *French gurnard, 7rigda lineata, 1776 Pun- 
NANT Brit. Zool. III. 77, I met with this species [Raia 
Sullonica) at Scarborough, where it is called the *French 
Ray. 1879 Rossiter Dict. Sci. Terms, “french sardine= 
Young pilchard, J/did., *French sole, Solea pegusa. 

5. In names of various trees and plants; as 
+ French apple, some flowering plant; French- 
bean (see BEAN 3); French berry = AVIGNON 
BERRY; {| French broom, Spartium monosper- 
mum; Exrench cowslip (see quot. and Cowstip 2); 
French furze, Ulex europeus; French grass, 
Onobrychis sativa; French heath, Lrica hiber- 
nica; French honey-suckle, fledysarum corona- 
rium; French lavender, Lavandula Stachas ; 
French leek, A//ium Porrum; French lung- 
wort, Hieractum murorum; French mallow, a 
species of Malva?; French marigold, Zagetes 
patula and other species; French mercury, J/cy- 
curialis annua; French nut, the fruit of Juglans 
regia = WALNUT; French oak, (a) a variety of 
Llex, (6) (see quot. 1829) ; + French onion, Sci//a 
maritima; Exrench rose, the common red rose, 
esp. as used in the pharmacopoeia; French sage, 
a variety of mullein; French sorrel, Oxa/lis 
Acetosella (see also quot. 1829); French turnip 
= Navew (Brassica Napus); French wheat = 
BucKWHEATI; French willow, (a) Zpilobium 
angustifolium, (b) Salix triandra. 

1741 Compl. Fam, Piece 11. iil. 378 Several annual Flowers, 
as the *French Apple, Convolvulus..and others. 152 
Hutoet, Beanes called *Frenche beanes, erxuilia. 1719 
D’'Urrey Pills (1872) 1. 33 The one thin and lean As a garden 
French bean. 186x DeLamer Kitch. Gard. 88 French beans 
may be divided into two classes: the Runners..and the 
Dwarfs, 1727-51 * French Berry [see AvIGNON Berry]. 1866 
Treas. Bot., French Berries, the fruits of Rhamnus infec- 
torius, saxatilis, amygdalinus, §c. 1548 Turner Names 
of Herbes 76 Spartium or spartum, .is Payor called of some 
gardiners *french broume. 1597 Gerarve /Terbal ut. celxxy. 
663 Pulmonaria Gallorum, f rench Cowslips of Jerusalem, 
x602 Carew Cornwal/ 21 Great store of furze of which the 
shrubby sort is called tame, the better growne *J'rench, 
1863 Prior Plant-n, 87 “French grass, sainfoin, 1871 
Frnt. Bot. X. 52 The beautiful Lrica hibernica. local y 
known as *French Heath, is found .. to make capital 
brooms. 1629 Parkinson Paradisi in Sole (1656) 340 ‘The 
red Sattin flower, although some foolishly call it, the red 
or *French Honysuckle. 1578 Lyre Dodoens 11, \xxxvii. 
266 It is called in English ..*rench Lavender. xg97 
Gerarve Herbal 11. clxx. § 1. 469 French lauander, 1548 
Turner Names of Herbes 65 Vhe one is called. .in englishe 
a “frenche Leke. 1597 Grrarve /Yerbal Table Eng. Names, 
*French Lungwort. 1796 Wirnerinc Brit. Plants (ed. 3) 
III. 687 French Lungwort. Golden Lungwort, or Hawes 
weed. 1548 Turner Names of Herbes 50 ‘The other kynde 
--is called in englishe “french Mallowe. 1620 Venner Via 
Recta vii. 144 The curled Mallow, called of the vulgar sort, 
French Mallowes. 1548 Turner Names of Herbes 80 Viola 
Jlammea otherwyse called ., in englishe veluet floure or 
“french Marigoulde, 1578 Lyre Dodoens 1. xxv. 176 We do 
call this floure Turkie Gillofers, and French Marygoldes, 
1597 GrrarvE Herbal 11, xlvii. 262 It {Mercurialis] is called 
++In English *French Mercurie, 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
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P. R, xvu. eviii, (1495) 67x The more nottes be *frenshe 
nottes and the lasse ben Auelanes, 1578° Lyre Dodoens 
vi. lvi. 73x The fruit is called ..in Englishe Walnuttes 

. and of some Frenche Nuttes. 1796 W. Marsuart W, 
England 1, 326 French nuts, walnuts. 1597 GERARDE 
Herbal ut. xxi, 1161 This Oke [//e.x] is named. .in English 
Barren scarlet Oke, or Holme Oke, and also of some 
*French Oke. 1829 Loupon Lucycl. Plants 26 Catalpa 
Zongissima is .. known in the West Indies by the name of 
French oak. 1548 Turner Names of Herbes 71 Scilla is 
named .. in english a sea Onion, and in some places, a 
*french Onyon. 1552 HuLoer, *French roses, tvachinia. 
1853 Pereiva’s Mat. Med. 1807 Rosa Gallica, French or 
Red Rose,.The dried petals of the unexpanded flowers... 
constitute the red-rose leaves of the shops. 1882 CasseLt, 
The petals of the French or Red Rose are astringent and 
contain a red colouring matter, which is turned green by 
alkalis. 1597 Grerarpe Herbal 11. ccliii. 625 Verbascum 
Mathioli, * Brench Sage. 186x Miss Prarr “lower. PL1IV. 
140 Woody Mullein or French Sage. 1829 Loupon Zveycd. 
Plants 1081 The young leaves and shoots of several species 
of Rumex and Rheum are eaten.. under the name of.. 
*French sorrel, 1863-79 Prior Plant-n, 86 French Sorrel, 
the wood sorrel, Oxadis acetosella, 1832 Veg. Subst, Food 
232 The root of the *French turnip, or naveu, differs from 
the other varieties. 1597 GrrarvE //erda/t. Ix. 83 In English 
*French wheate..and Bucke wheate. 1658 ‘T. MAyrerne 
Receipts Cookery xxxi, 31 Take ..a pint of French wheat 
flower, 1776 Witnerinc Brit. Plants I, 237 Snakeweed.. 
Buckwheat..renchwheat. 1838 Louvon Arboretum III. 
1499 Salix triandra,.Vhe *French willow..cultivated in 
Sussex and the east parts of England. 1863 Prior Plant-n. 
87 French Willow from its leaves somewhat resembling 
those of the willow, Zpilodium angustifolium L, 

b. French pippin, warden, varieties respec- 
tively of apple and pear; French plum, the fruit 
of a variety of Prunus domestica, dried and ex- 
ported from France. 

1664 Everyn Kad. Hort, (1729) rgr Golden Pippin, French 
Pippin, Kirton Pippin. /d/d. 226 The..Squib-Pear, Spindle- 
Pear..and I’rench Wardens, 1838 Loupon A rdoretum II. 
689 ‘The prune d'Ast..is chiefly used for preparing what are 
ealed in England, *French plums. 

6. In various names given to venereal diseases, 

1503 Priv. Purse Exp. Eliz. of York (1830) 105 A Surgeon 
whiche heled him of the Frenche pox. 1g92 Grint Disput. 
Wks. (Grosart) X. 233 There you shall see men diseased of 
the French Marbles, 1598 Syivester Du Barlas u. i. 1 
Eden 621 His burned stalks, with strong fumosities Of 
piercing vapours, purge the French disease. 1607 'TourNEUR 
Rev. Trag. 1. i. Wks, 1878 Il. 10 Like the French Moale, 
1612 Cuarman Widowes T. in Dodsley O. Pd. (1780) VI. 
229 They shall be burnt .. to salve for the french-measles, 
1614 J. Cooke 7% Quogue ibid. VII. 177 May the french 
cannibal eat into thy flesh And pick thy bones. 1664 BuTLEer 
Hud, 1. ii, 456 As no man of his own self catches The Itch, 
or amorous I'rench aches. 1678 /dd. ui. i. 716 Tis hard to 
say..who imported the French Goods. 1688 S. Penron 
Guardian's Instruct, 29 ‘The easie Cure of the French 
Complement. @ 1700 B. I. Dict. Cant. Crew, French Gout, 
the Pox, 1740 //ist, Yamaica 207 If any Servant. .happen 
to have the French-pox. 1760-72 tr. Yuan & Ulloa's Voy. 
(ed. 3) II, xx It is particularly famous for the cure of the 
French disease. ; 

7. Comb. (chiefly prefixed to ppl. adjs., or objec- 
tive), as /vench-bred,-built, -loving, -speaking adjs.; 
French-wise ady. Also + French-sick a., affected 
with syphilis (cf. 6), also used punningly. 

1684 Orway A /heist 1. i, This Man of War, this *French- 
bred Hero. 1798 Nutson 28 Sept. in Nicolas Desp. (1845) 
ILI. 135 The only remaining *French-built Ship of the Line. 
1884 Sat, Rev. 7 June 731/1 The good *Irench-loving 
servants of her Diglish Majesty. 1898 SytvestrrR Du 
Bartas u, i. ui. Luries 776 Who coe upon their *French- 
sick backs [dessus leurs corps du mal Vvangols ronges|.. 
Farms, Castles, Fees. 1772 'T. Nucenr tr. //ist. friar 
Gerund I. 182 Which have made our.. idiom so very 
French-sick .. that [etc.]. 1865 Kincstey Z/erew. Prel., 
"French-speaking knights. 1§73 Barer Adv. F. 1058 Like 
a frenchman, or *french wise, Gaddicé, 

B. adsol. and sé. 

1. The French language, or a specified variety of 
it. Ledlar’s French ; cant, thieves’ slang. 

1297 R. Grove. (Rolls) 7542 Vor bote a man conne frenss, 
me telp of him lute. ¢1x320 Cast. Love 25 Ne mowe we 
alle Latin wite..Ne French, ¢1380 Wyciur Wks, (1880) 
429 Pe worby reume of fraunse..hap translatid pe bible.. 
out of lateyn in-to freynsch. ¢ 1386 CuAaucer Prod. 126 For 
Frensh of Paris was to hir unknowe. ¢1483 Caxton Vocad. 
2 Frensshand englissh. 1530 PausGr, 223/1 F’renche spoken 
in Burgondy, wwad/on. 1533 More Dedell. Salem Wks. 
964/1, 1..would also be bold in suche frenche as is peculiare 
to the lawes of this realm, to leaue it with them in wryting 
too. 1567 Harman Caveat 24 Pedlers French or Canting. 
1642 Howett Jom. Trav. (Arb,) 58 Yet since the last Conquest 
much French hath got in. 1724 De For Mem, Cavalier 
(1840) 12, I could speak but little French, 1888 F, Hume 
Mad. Midas 1. Prol., ‘So’, he said rapidly in French, ‘we 
are in the land of promise’, 

2. The French (pl.): the French people. Also 
(rarely) without article=French persons. ‘+ For- 
merly with inflexion as sb., ee Lrrenches. 

1595 SHAKs, Yohn un. iv. 173 If but a dozen French Were 
there in Armes, they [etc.]. 1653 Urqunarr Radelais 1. 
xlviii, Such is the nature and complexion of the frenches 
that they are worth nothing, but at the first push. 1664 
Perys Diary 1x Oct., Captain Titus told us the particulars 
of the French’s expedition against Gigery upon the Barbary 
Coast, 1756-7 tr. Keysler’s Trav, (1760) 1V. 434 Germany 
bravely defended against the French and Bavyarians, 186x 
M. Partison ss, (1889) I. 32 Our island has indeed been 
conquered by Italians, and conquered by French. 

b, Lrench and English: a children's game. 

1823 Moor Suffolk Words 238 English and French— 
French and engee (different games)—Frog in the middle 
[etc,]. 1858 H, Miter Sch. § Sch. (1858) 76 They could 








FRENCHISM. 


lay at ‘shinty’ and ‘French and English’, almost within 
bai of their parents’ homesteads. . 
French (frenf), v. vare. [f. prec. adj.] 
l. 70 French tt: to speak French. once-use. 
1639 Futter Holy Warre (1647) 1v. xvi. 196 The Turks could 
not French it so handsomely, Pat that they were discovered, 
2. trans. To teach (a person) French, somce-use. 
1831 Lvaminer 814/1 Where she had been Frenched, 
danced, and taught to draw. 186x [see DrrporrmMENTED]). 
3. To render into French or give a French form to. 
1887 Sat. Rev. 24 Sept. 435 ‘I love you’ (quite correct] 
Frenched, ‘ %e vous aime’). 1890 Pall Mall G. 5 Aug. 3/2 
Monte Silvio. .was Frenched into Mont Cervin. 
+4. (See Frencuep ffl. a.) Obs. 


5. Cookery. (See quot.) ? U.S. 

1895 Standard Dict.,\ French v. To prepare, as a chop, 
by partially cutting the meat from the shank and leaving 
bare the bone so as to fit it for convenient handling, 

+French crown. 0s. The Englis 
for the French coin called Ecu, Escu. 

1599 B. Jonson Lv. Man out of Hum. u. i, You should 

ive him a French crown for it. 1608 TorseLy Serpents 
(1658) 715 The powder or dust whereof must be the full 
weight of a golden groat, or as we saya French Crown. 

Comb, 1590 Suaxs. AZids. N. 1.1.97 Your Frenche-crowne 
colour'd beard. ; 

b. Punningly, with reference to the baldness 
produced by the ‘ French disease ’. 

1590 SHAKS. A7/ids. NV. 1. ii. 99- 

+Prenched, ppl.a. [f. FREenow v. + -ED1] 
Dressed in the French fashion. 

1762 Gotpsm. Ci/. W. cv, Mrs. Tibbs in a new sacque, 
ruffles, and frenched hair. 

Frencher (fre‘nfo1). contemptuous, vare. [f. 
Frenou a, +-ER1,] A Frenchman. 

1845 Yonathan Sharp 1. 13 Now, these Frenchers, and 
even the English, do not understand. 1865 KincsLtey Herew. 
Il. i. 3 The mongrel Frenchers who scoff at the tongue of 
their forefathers, f 

Frenchery (frenféri). [See -mry.] French 
goods, fashions, characteristics, etc., collectively. 

1593 Nasne 4 Lett. Con/fut. Wks. (Grosart) II. 224 A cap 
case full of French occurrences .. When that fly-boat of 
Frenchery is once launcht, your, trenchor attendant .. 
intends [etc.] 1826 H. N. Cotrrince West Indies 149 
Bright island; I have a nook in my heart for thee with al 
thy Frenchery. 

French hood. A head-dress worn by women 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

54x St. Papers Hen. VITT, 1. 695 To the Quenes Grace 
ye must appoynte six frenche hoods, with thappurtenaunces, 
@ 1553 Uvatt Royster D, u. iii. (Arb.) 35 We shall go in our 
frenche hoodes euery day, 1636 Jackson in //ygiasticon 
To Translator, For ee loose times, when a strict sparing 
food More's out of fashion then an old French hood, 

bb. ?A head-dress worn by women when punished 


for unchastity, 

1568 Durham Defpos. (Surtees) 89 A whipe and a cart and 
a franc hoode, waies me for the, my lasse. 

Frenchification (frenfifikéfon). [See -Fica- 
t10N.] The action of Frenchifying. 

1834 Mew Monthly Mag. XL. 226 They had assumed all 
the I’renchifications possible. 1863 Lytron Caxtoniana 
II. xxv. 265 Where he [Pope] was deemed by his contem- 
poraries to have improved upon Dryden, it was in the more 
complete Frenchification of Dryden’s Style. 

Frenchified (fre‘nfifoid),A//.a. [f:next + -ED1.] 

1. contemptuous. Waving French manners or 
qualities; French-like, 

1597 B. Jonson Lv. Man out of Hum... i, This is one 
Monsieur Fastidious Brisk, otherwise called the fresh 
Frenchified courtier. 1606 Six G. Goosecapfe 1. i. in Bullen 
O. Pl, ILL, 8 Can yee not knowe a man from a Marmasett, 
in theis Frenchified dayes of ours? 1717 D. Jones Secr. 
Hist. Whitehall 11, 328 Which Procedure thunderstruck 
the King and his Frenchify'd Council. 1770 J. Love Cricket 
4 The Frenchifi'd Diversion of Billiards, 1819 Hermit in 
Lond. I11, 116 Frenchified John Bull isa would-be butterfly, 
and a positive blockhead, 186x Tuackrray Jour Georges 
ii. (1876) 5x The home satirists jeered at the Frenchified .. 
ways which they brought back. 

+2. (See quot. 1659). Ods. 

1655 CuLrerrer, etc, Xiverius 1, vili. 85 One Man..whom 
he suspected to be Frenchified, 1659 TorriAno, Rin/ran- 
cescdre, to be or become frenchified, or full of the French- 
a axzjoo B. E, Dict. Cant. Crew, Frenchified, in the 
rench Interest or Mode; also Clapt or Poxt. 1725 in 
New Cant. Dict. : 

Frenchify (fre'nfifoi), v. [f. Frunou a. +-ry.] 

1. vans. To make French in form or character, 
imbue with French qualities, render French-like. 

1592 Greeng Ufst. Courtier Wks. (Grosart) XI. 247 Or 
will you be Frenchefied with a loue locke downe to your 
shoulders? 1605 VerstEGAN Dec. Jntedl. viii. (1628) 281 
Arnoldsonne was Frenchefied into Fitz-Arnold. 174% 
Ricuarpson Pamela I. Let. to Editor 13 Reduce our 
Sterling Substance into an empty Shadow, or rather frenchify 
our English Solidity into Froth and Whip-syllabub, x76x 
Chron. in Ann. Reg. 125/2 They dressed him in a bag aha ‘ 
frenchified him up. 1852 Macautay in Life § Lett. (7883) I. 
363 What a quantity of French words have I used! I sup- 
pose that the subject Frenchifies my style. 

2. intr. To become French in ideas, manners, 
etc.; to have French sympathies. 

1775 J. Jexyt, Corr, 19 Aug. (1894) 46 "Tis in these 
domesticated visits one Frenchifies most. 1799 European 
Mag. XXXVI. 60 What astonishes me most is, that this 
custom of Frenchifying should be so prevalent among us. 

Frenchism (fre‘nfiz’m). [f. Frenou a. + -18M.] 
A French custom, idiom, or characteristic ; a Gal- 
licism, 


name 


FRENCHIZE. 


_ 1750 H. Wacpore Lett. H. Mann (1834) I1. 306 It is very 
amusing though very full of Frenchisms. 


Frenchize (fre‘nfoiz), v. [f. as prec. + -1Zu.] 
trans. To turn into French. 

1887 A thenzum 26 Mar. 421/2 Kill-devil (Frenchized into 

ildive). 1887 Furnivatt R. Brunne’s Chron, Wace 
€Rolls) . 2 marg., Master Wace frenchized all the Latin 
Brute till Cadwallader’s time. 


French leave. Originally, the custom (in 
the 18th c. prevalent in France and sometimes 
imitated in England) of going away from a recep- 
tion, etc. without taking leave of the host or hostess. 
Hence, jocularly, to take French leave is to go away, 
or do anything, without permission or notice. 

1771 SmMottett Humph. Clinker (1895) 238 He stole away 
an Irishman’s bride, and took a French leave of me and his 
master. 1772 Town § Country Mag. 33 She..left Fanny with 
French leave. 1775 J. JEKYLL Corr. (1894) 28 [French eti- 
quettes] are precise to a degree .. I will allow that.. taking 
French leave (which gains ground even among us at present) 
is easy and natural. But, on the contrary .. there is more 
formality..in extering one assembly here [France] than in 
taking the round of routs for a whole winter in London, 
1778 TrusLer Chesterfield’s Princ. Politeness (ed. 4) 72 As 
the taking what is called a French leave was introduced 
that on one person’s leaving the company the rest might 
not be disturbed, looking at your watch does what that 
piece of politeness was designed to prevent. x82x W. GirrorD 
in Smiles ¥. Murray (1891) II. xxi. 55 The few teeth I have 
seem taking their leave —I wish they would take a French 
one. 1866 Mrs. H. Woop St. Martin's Eve xiii, Her 
roving son had taken French leave to go back to London. 


Frenchless (frenflés), a. [f. FREncH 5d.+ 
-LESS.] Having no French. 

1818 Moore Pudge Fant. Paris ix. 26 As for me,a French- 
less grub, At Congress never born to stammer. 1894 Sat. 
Rev. 3 Mar. 230 The rest [of the Romtaunt of the Rose] has 
to go in double columns of smaller type, Frenchless. 


French-like, adv. and a. [f. as prec. + Lixz.] 
A. adv. After the manner of the French people ; 


in French fashion. 

¢15so Cueke Matt. xviii. 17 note, We folowing y°® greek 
calle yis house, as y® north doth yet moor truli sound it, y® 
kurk, and we moor corruptli and frenchlike, y® church, 
1597-8 Br. Hatt Sat. 11. vii. 34 His haire, French-like, 
stares on his frighted hed. 1632 Litucow 7vav, 11. 126 
Whatsoever extortion or injury they use against him, he 
must be French-like contented, bowing his head, and making. 
a counterfeit shew of thankes. 


B. adj. Like the French. 1848 in Cratc. 


Frenchly (fre‘nfli), (@.) adv. [f. FRENCH a. + 
-LY.] +A. adj. (See quot.) Obs.—° B. adv, In 
a French manner, French-like. 

1513 Doucras 4xeis1. Prol. 269 This wther buik. .Quhilk, 
ondir colour of sum Franch strang wicht, So frenschlie leis, 
oneth twa wourdis gais richt. 1530 Patscr. 313/z Frenchely 
belongyng to the countrey of Fraunce Gaule Gallican. 1559 
Mirr. Mag. (1563) Salisbury xxxii, And they as frenchly took 
them selues to flyght. 31599 H. Burres Dyets Dry Dinner 
Piv, Go Frenchly: Duchly drink: breath Indianly. 1847 Mrs. 
F. TroLirore Three Cousins (1866) 33 A word too Frenchly 
expressive to admit of translation. 1882 Miss WooLtson 
Anne xxii. 344 He only smiled. .and Frenchly shrugged his 
shoulders ! 

Frenchman (fre‘nfmzn). 
Man. In early use two words.] 

1. A man of French birth or nationality. 

O. E. Chron, an. 1052 (Laud MS.), pa Frencisce menn. 
¢rzo5 Lay. 7663 Ailc Frensc mon pe wes aht hefd hine 
seolfne bi-boht. a1300 Cursor M, 239 Mast es it wroght 
for frankis man. 1382 Wycuir Se/. Wks. III. 516 Sharper 
enemys and traitours pan Frensshe men and alle obpere 
naciouns. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxliv. (1482) 295 ‘The 
kyng .. was wonder sore agreued and right euyll payed 
toward the frensshmen. 1545 AscHamM JZo.xofh. (Arb.) 79 
The spanyardes, franchmen and germanes. 1607 TorsELL 
Four-f. Beasts 125 The breast is by the Frenchmen called 
peculiarly Hampan. 1782 Cowrer Truth 303 The French- 
man first in literary fame. 1841 T. A. TRoLLoPE Sumer 
W, France \. i. 5 The generality of Frenchmen, too, are 
naturally averse to travelling. 

+b. Incorrectly used for: An ancient Gaul. 
+387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) III. 271 Afterward he come 
and brak the siege of Frensche men [Gadlorum]. 1813 
Doucias 4/neis vu. xi. 35 How the Franchemen did the 
3et assaill, 1600 Hotvtanp Livy xxit. lvii. 467 A Frenchman 
together with a French woman. 

2. A (good, etc.) French scholar. collog. 

1670 Cotton Esfernon Pref., The greater part of them 
being better Frenchmen, than I pretend to be. 1828 Ben- 
THAM Wks. 1843 I. 247 The subject was not without its diffi- 
culties ; the language French: Iam but a sorry Frenchman 
now}; I was, I imagine, not quite so bad an one then. 

3. A French ship. 

_ 1889 Daily News 21 Oct. 6/5 The vessel .. proved to be a 
Frenchman. : 

+4, In Virginian tobacco-raising (see quot. 1688), 

1688 J. Crayton in Phil. Trans. XVII. 948 French-men 
they call those Plants, whose leaves do not spread and grow 
large, but rather spire upwards, and grow tall. 1896 P. A. 
Bruce Econ. Hist. Virginia 1. 439 The plants..showed..a 
tendency to lag in their growth and to take a spiral shape. 
For this reason they were always referred to as ‘Frenchmen’, 
a people who were associated in the Virginian mind with 
tallness and attenuation in form. 

Hence Fre‘nchmanlike a, and adv. 

1807 W. Taytor in Anz, Rev. V. 560 The character of 
Orasmane is somewhat too chivalrous and Frenchmanlike 
for an Eastern sultan. 1827 Sourney Pevins, War IL. 419 
Frenchmen like, they had a theatre in their camp. 


[Frenchmore, error for TRENCHMORE. ] 
Frenchness (fre‘nfnés). [f. FRENcHa. + -NESS.] 


[f FrRENnoH a. + 
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The quality or state of being French or of display- 
ing French characteristics. 

1816 SouTHey in Q. Rev. XIV. 357 The nauseating french- 
ness (if we may so call it) of the French stage. 1850 Cham. 
Srni. X1V.257 We are not so much inclined to smile at the 
Frenchness of the notion. 

+ Erench-peire. 0ds. rare. [a. OF. franche 
peere, freestone.] = FREESTONE. 

1593 ites of Durh. (Surtees) 5 The two dores in the said 
French Peire dores. 

French polish. 

1. A polish for wood-work (see quot. 1874). 

1819 P. O. Lond. Direct. 367 Wheeler, T., Warehouse for 
Bentley & Co’s French Polish. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech. 
I. 915 French polish, a solution of resin or gum resin in 
alcohol or wood naptha. 

2. ‘The smooth glossy surface produced on 
cabinet-work by the application of this substance’ 
(Ogilv.). 

Hence French-polish v. ¢vavs., to make smooth 
and glossy with French-polish, /¢.and fig.; French- 
polished #//. a, Also French-polisher, one who 
French-polishes (furniture, etc.). 

1836 Dickens S#. Boz (1837) I. 132 You could..French- 
polish yourself on any one of the chairs. 1847 ALB. SmitH 
Chr. Tadpole iv. (1879) 40 Houses of rustling brocade and 
French-polished mahogany. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, 
French-polisher. 1863 Kincstey Water Bab. 144 A shoal 
of porpoises. .all quite smooth and shiny, because the fairies 
French-polish them every morning. 1879 Daily News 
7 Apr. 3/t Their boat..has just been left by the French 
polisher, 

punningly. 1886 Ruskin Preievita I. vi. 202 The modern 
German-plated and French-polished tourist. 

Fre‘nchwoman. A woman of France; also 
misapplied, +a woman of ancient Gaul. 

1593 SHAKS. 2 Hen, VJ, 1. iii. 143 Was’t I? yea, I it was, 

rowd French-woman. 1600 [see FreNcHMAN 1b]. 1870 

MERSON Soc, § Sodit. vii. 148 As was said of the letters of 
the Frenchwomen. s 

Frenchy (fre‘nfi), a. (adv.) and sé, [f. Franc 
@, +-¥.] 

A. adj. Characteristic of what is French (as op- 
posed to English, etc.) ; French-like. 

1826 H. N. Corertpce West Indies 148 St. Pierre is a 
pretty..town..it is neat and Frenchy. 1856 Emerson Lng. 
Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) II. 103 The Englishman .. pre- 
fers his hot chop .. to the .. amplest and Frenchiest bill-of- 
are, 

Hence Fre‘nchily adv.; Fre‘nchiness. 

1881 Lit. World (Boston) 2t May 179/2 This [book] is 
an excellent piecé of work, true to its title, Its strain is 
Frenchily enthusiastic. 1890 Pad? Mali G. 29 Jan. 3/3 ‘This 
worship of Frenchiness I would brand as. .unworthy of cul- 
tured Englishwomen, 

B. sé. A disrespectful name for a Frenchman. 

1883 Miss Yoncr Stray Pearls 11. xvi. 267 The squires had 
begun by calling him Frenchy. 1895 Dazly News 27 Dec. 
7/3 Of what nationality is he, then ?— Witness: Why, I 
think he’s a Frenchy. 

Frend, obs. form of FRIEND. 


+ Frendent, a. Obs. rare—'. [ad. L. fren- 
dent-em, pr. pple. of frendére to gnash the teeth. ] 
Gnashing the teeth. 

1630 Lane Cont. Sgr.’s T. 204 (Ashm, MS.) His frendent 
horse of manie colors pied. - = 

Frenesy, obs. and dial. form of FRrEnzy, q.v. 

Frenetic, etc.: see PHRENETIC, etc, 

Frenge, frenje, obs. forms of FRINGE, 

+ Freni‘gerent, a. Obs.—° [L. fréniger bridle- 
bearing: for the termination cf, de/digerent.] 
ey ee Biount Glossogr., Frenigerent, that ruleth the 

ridle. 

+ Frenne, fren, @. and sd. Ols. [A corrupt 
form-of frend, FreMp, influenced by etymologizing 
association with /orenne, ForREIGN. | 

A. adj. Strange, not related. vave—'. 

1553 GRIMALDE Cicero’s Offices 1. (1558) 21 They conuey 
those same riches to frenne folke ; which it were more reason 
bothe to bee delt and left to their kinsfolke, 

B. sd. A foreigner, stranger, enemy. 

1579 SpensER Sheph, Cal, Apr. 28 So now his frend is 
chaunged for a frenne [1g97 fren]. Gloss., Frenne, a straun- 
ger. The word I thinke was. poetically put, and afterwarde 
vsed in common custome of speech for forenne. 1614 DAvies 
Eclogue in Browne's Past., lf frennes forbeare at home hem 
to inuade, They wry their peace to noy each other, 

Frenum: see Franum. 

+ Fre‘nzic, 2. Obs. vare. In 6 frensyke, -icke, 
-eke, [f. Frenzy sd. + -1c.] =Frunzicau. Hence 
Fre‘nzicness. 

1547 Recorpe ¥udic. Ur. 27 But if the pacyent be fren- 
syke .. it doth most commynly betoken death. did., If it 
be in a burnyng Ague, it is a token of frensycknesse. 1570 
Levins Manip. 54 Frenseke, 12x Frensicke. 

+Frenzical, a. Oss. Also 6 fransical, 8 
phrensical. [f.as prec. + -Au.] Affected with, 
characterized by, or of the nature of frenzy ; crazy, 
mad; wildly enthusiastic. 

21886 Sipney Wanstead Play in Arcadia, etc. (1629) 619 
A certaine fransical maladie they call Loue. 1677 Gitrin 
Demonol. (1867) 50 Their scorns shall have no more impres- 
sion upon us than the ravings of a frenzical person that 
knows not what he speaks. 1720 W. Ginson Diet, Horses 
vii. (1731) 11x When a horse is poisoned .. he will .. some- 
times be Phrenzical and delirious. 1748 RicHARpson 
Clarissa (1811) V. viii. 96 Such a passion. .as might confirm 
the intimation I had given of a phrensical disorder, 








FRENZY. 


Frenzied (frenzid), pp/. a. [f. Frenzy v. + 
-ED!.] Affected with or characterized by frenzy ; 
crazy, mad; distracted, frantic; wildly enthu- 
siastic. 

1796 JANe West Gossif's Story I. 156 His troubl'd soul to 
phrensy’d rage By fancy'd wrong was stung, 1796-7 CoLr- 
RIDGE Soun., To Author of ‘ The Robbers’, Wandering at 
eve with finely frenzied the 1808 Scort Marmt. 1, xxix, St. 
Fillan’s blessed well, Whose springs can frenzied dreams 
dispel. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxviii, He danced in a 
frenzied manner round the sofa, 1874 L. Srernen //ours in 
Library (1892) I. ix. 312 Gatherings of frenzied enthusiasts. 

Hence Fre‘nziedly adv., in a frenzied manner, 

1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I, xiv. 158 They bark frenziedly 
at nothing. 

Frenzy, phrenzy (fre'nzi), sd. and a. Forms: 
a, 4-6 frenesie, -ye, 4 frenesi, frensye, fransie, 
-ye, (4-5 frenise, 5 frenysye, franesio, 6 frenyse, 
franzie), 4-7 frenesy, 5-6 fransey, 6-7 frensie, 
-zie, (7 frensey), 5-9 frensy, (6 frenesi, fransy, 
-zy, 6-7 frenc(e)y), 7- frenzy. 8. 6-7 phrene- 
sie, -ye, phrensie, -zie, 6-9 phrensy, (9 -esy), 
4-phrenzy. See also Purunesis. [ME. frenesie, 
a, OF. freneste (F. frénésie) = Pr. frenesia, It. 
Srenesta, f. late L. phrenésis (whence directly Pr. 
Srenest, Sp. frenest, Pg, frenesi), a pseudo-Gr. 
formation (on the analogy of pairs of related words 
in -nows, -nrixds) after PAvenéticus, corruption of 
Gr. ppevitixds : see FRANTIO, 

The spelling with fA- is now rare; some writers show a 
tendency to prefer it when the reference is to prophetic 
ecstasy or demoniacal possession. ] 

A. sd. 

1. Mental derangement; delirium, or temporary 
insanity; in later use chiefly the uncontrollable 
rage or excitement of a paroxysm of mania, Now 
somewhat vave in lit, sense. 

a. ¢€1340 HAmpoie Prose Ty. (1866) 17 A fantasie caused 
of trubblyng of be brayne, as a mane pat es in a frensye. 
1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. vit. v. (1495) 225 Frensy is 
an hote postume in certayn skynnes and felles of the brayne, 
and therto folowyth wakynge and rauyng. ¢1440 HytTon 
Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 1. xxii, Thou shalt fall in to 
syckenes or in to fantasyes or in to frenesyes. 1549 Compd. 
Scot. xv. 124, I may compair them til ane man in ane 
frenyse, quhilk bytis his auen membris vitht his tetht, 1674 
Mitton 2. LZ. (ed. 2) x1. 485 Demoniac frenzy, moping 
melancholy, And moon-struck madness. 1713 Swirr /vensy 
of F. Denny Wks. 1755 11. 1. 138 An officer of the custom 


house, who was taken ill of a violent frenzy last ee 1794 
Coverince On a Friend who died of a Fever 17 ‘Vill frenzy 
..Darts her hot lightning-flash athwart the brain, 1838 


THIRLWALL Greece V. 219 He must have been subject to tem- 
porary fits of frenzy. 

B. 1562 Turner Herbal u. 133 b, Rinning thyme .. is .. 
good..forthe phrenesye. 1597 Hooker Zecd. Pod. y. iii. § 1 
They thinke and doe as it were in a phrensie they know not 
what. a@1617 Bayne On Zh. (1658) 82 Through phrenzie 
out of our right minds. 1793 Hotcrorr tr. Lavater's 
Physiog. i. 8 Should the light by being brought too close to 
his eyes produce phrensy, he may burn himself. 1835 
Turrtwatt Greece I. iv, 111 The women of Argos were struck 
with phrenzy, 

2. fig. Agitation or disorder of the mind likened 
to madness ; a state of delirious fury, rage, enthu- 
siasm, or the like; also, wild folly, distraction, 
craziness. 

a, [¢1386 Cuaucer Sompu, 7. 501, I hold him in a maner 
frenesye.] ?a 1400 Morle Arth, 3827 He felle ina fransye for 
fersenesse of herte. ¢1422 Hoccieve Yereslaus’ Wife 715 
The Shipman had also the franesie, pat with this Emperice 
hadde ment ffulfillid his foul lust of aduoutrie, 1532 More 
Confut. Tindale Wks. 605/2 Happy were Tindall, ifhe were 
as well recouered of his fransies. 1590 Suaxs. A/ids, VV. Vv. 
i. 12 The Poets eye in a fine frenzy rolling. 1698 Fryer 
Ace. E. India & P. 266 That the Immortal Gods should be 
..pleased with such Wickedness, is the highest Frenzy to 
believe. x79x Pains Rights of Man (ed, 4) 8 When the 
tongue or the pen is let loose in a frenzy of passion. 1837 
W. Irvine Capt. Bonneville I. 231 The sight inspired 
almost a frenzy of delight. 1849 Macautay //is¢, Ang. I. 
234 Some hot-headed Roman Catholic, driven to frenzy b 
the lies of Oates, 187x Freeman orn, Cong. (1876) IV. 
xviii, 112 An act done in the mere frensy of wince 

B. cx663 Mrs. Hurcuinson Ment. Col. Hutchinson (1846) 
379 ole, His moderation in a time of phrenzy was surely a 
sufficient argument. 1795 WinpHAM Sfeeches Parl. 5 Jan. 
(1812) I. 264 With all the phrenzy and fondness which men 
usually shew to their most extravagant opinions. 1813 Scorr 
Rokeby 1, xii, I could have laughed..'To see, in phrenesy 
sublime, How the fierce zealots fought and bled, 1855 H. 
Reep Lect. Eng. Hist. ix. 287 The king, probably to save 
his life from the phrensy of faction, banished him. 

b. A crazy notion or wild idea; also, a craze or 


mania (for something). 

1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi's Evomena 126 A new phren- 
sie being come into his head of getting the Princesse. 1707 
Curios. in Hush. & Gard. 13 Whom the Frensy of Trayell- 
ing never carry’d into Foreign Lands. 176% Hume //ist, 
Eng. I, lx. 291 Accustomed to indulge every chimera in 
politics, every Hanky in religion, , 3 

8. attrib. and Comd., as frenzy-pointed, -rolling 
adjs.; frenzy-fever, a fever attended with de- 


lirium, ? brain-fever. 

1613 Purcnas Pilgrimage (1614) 903 Had halfe his people 
on this Coast sicke of shaking, burning, *frenzie-fevers. 
1806 Antid. Mis. Hum, Life 111 [She] was seized with the 
scarlet fever, from which she was scarcely recovered when 
she was attacked by a still more formidable one, a frensy 
fever. 1835 Tacrourp /oz u. iii, The dull groan and 
*frenzy-pointed shriek Pass them unheard to heaven. 1777 


FRENZY. 


Warton Ode viii. 54 To bid her visions meet the *frenzy- 
rolling eye. 

Hence + Fre‘nziful a., affected with frenzy. 

1726 De For Hist. Devil 1. iv, All these pretences of 
frenziful and fanciful people. 


B. adj. [?attrib. use of the sb.] 


+1. Mad, insane, crazy. Ods. 

1877 tr. Budlinger's Decades (1592) 205 He that bindeth a 
phrensie man, and waketh him that is sick of the lethargie, 
doth trouble them both, and yet he loueth them both. 1616 
S. Warp Sevmt. (1635) 337 All these sharpers have but a 
frensie manssleepe, 1647 [Rapp Com. Matt. v.44 Saunders 
..being sent to prison by Stephen Gardner .. (who bad, 
Carry away this phrensie-fool, etc.). 

2. dial. Angry; of a violent temper, passionate. 

1859 Gro. Exiot A. Bede x, I daresay ye warna franzy, 
for ye look as if ye’d ne’er been angered i your life. 1876 
S. Warw. Gloss., Franzy, passionate. 1884 Chester Gloss., 
Franzy, irritable. 

Hence | Frenzily adv., + Fre'nziness. 

1594 T. B. tr. La Primaud. Fr. Acad. u, 310 Vehement 
anger is often accompanied with frensinesse. a 1688 
Bunyan Wks. (1692) I. 427/1 How frenzily he imagins ! 

Frenzy (fre‘nzi),v. [f. Frenzy sd.] trans. To 
drive (a person) to frenzy, infuriate. 

1810 A. Boswett Edinburgh 155 A poet .. Frenzied by 
change of manners and town fashion, Rails at the change. 
1857 Buckte Civiliz. I. vii. 439 The people, frenzied by 
centuries of oppression, practised the most revolting cruel- 
ties. 1872 Daily News 18 Mar., The bare thought.. frenzies 
him to the verge of madness. 

Hence Fre‘nzying ///. a. 

1795 SoutHey Yoan of Arc 1. 270 Ever and anon Some 
mother raised o’er her expiring child A cry of frenzying 
anguish. 182r SHELLEY Prometh. Unb. 1. 267 Rain then 
thy plagues..Ghastly disease and frenzying fear. 


Freprie, obs. form of FRIPPERY. 

Frequence (fr7kwéns). [a. F. fréquence, ad. 
L. frequentia, f. frequent-em: see FREQUENT and 
-ENCE. | 

1. An assembling in large numbers; a crowded 
state or condition; also concr. concourse, crowd, 


assembled throng. Ods. exc. arch. 

1535 J. ap Rice in Four C. Eng. Lett. 33 There was here 
suche frequence of women commyng and reassorting to this 
monastery. 1579 FuLKE Confut. Sanders 542 The great 
multitude of people in that church, by reason of the frequens 
of the imperial city. a1656 Br. Hatt Rem. Wks. (1660) 11, 
I was encouraged with a sufficient frequence of Auditors. 
1671 Mitton P. 2,1. 128 The Most High who, in full fre- 
quence bright Of angels, thus to Gabriel smiling spake. 1835 
Browninec Paracelsus 1. 242 Hold me before the frequence 
of Thy seraphs. 1871 — Balaust. 2001 He .. knew the 
friendly frequence there. 

+2. Constant use of (something); familiarity, 
close acquaintance. Ods. 

1603 Frorio Montaigne 11. xxxvil. (1632) 428 [He] sub- 
mitted himselfe to that arte [medicine] .. by reason of the 
frequence he had in other Sciences. 1617 Br. Hatt Quo 
Vadis xx. 79 Besides the ordinary practise of Idolatry, and 
frequence of oathes. 1624 — Rem. Wks. (1660) 4 Oh ye 
foolish Israelites with whom too much frequence made the 
food of Angels contemptible. 

3. Frequent occurrence or repetition. 

1603 FLorio Montaigne i. v. 522 The long-continued 
frequence of this accident, should by this time have seasoned 
the bitter taste thereof. 1641 Ausw. Vind. Smectymnuus 
Pref. 1 Bemoaning the frequence of scandalous Pasquins. 
1868 Browninc Ring § Bk. vi. 1136 Ever some spiritual 
witness new and new In faster frequence. 1889 L. KeiTH 
Hurric, Petticoats 1. x. 212 The granny..wakes up to tell it 
[her story] anew with a zest that is never staled by frequence. 


+b. Physics. =FREQUENCY 4b. Obs. rare. 


1748 Hartiey Observ. Mant. ii, 119 Vibrations of different 
Kinds, or Frequences. 

Frequency (frzkwénsi). 
see prec. and -ENCY.] 

+1. The state or condition of being crowded; 
also concr. a numerous assembly, concourse, crowd. 

1553-87 Foxe A. & M. (1596) 196/1 The king com- 
manded all the .. prelats of the church to be called 
in a great solemn frequencie. 1570-6 LAMBARDE Peramb. 
Kent (1826) 201 To Pinnendene Heath .. expert men 
of this Shyre .. came in great frequencie. 160r1 R. Joun- 
son Kingd. & Commw. (1603) 114 Nothing doth better 
temper the aire of any place than the frequency of inhabi- 
tants. 1644 Mitton Fdegm. Bucer (1851) 290 He was for 
two years chief Professor .. with greatest frequency and 
applause of all learned and pious men. 1723 State of Russia 
I. 209 The frequency of People at Moskow was extraordinary 
on this Occasion. 


+2. The fact of occurring at short distances apart ; 
numerousness. Ods. 


1659 B. Harris Parival’s Iron Age 45 The enemies army 
could not enter, in regard of the frequency of great rivers. 

+ 3. The constant use or repetition of (something); 
frequent practice. Ods. 

1615 J. StrepHens Satyr. Ess. 69 The patronage of Ple- 
beians .. The frequencie of which custome made Nobilitie 
famous. 1682 Norris Hierocles 14 Neither does this pre- 
cept of honouring an Oath forbid us Perjury only, but also 
frequency of Swearing. 1688 S. Penton Guardian's Instr. 
59 Oblige him to frequency of Writing Home. 1785 SARAH 
Fretpinc Ofelia II. xviii, The frequency of vice had 
deadened her sense of it, 

+b. Frequent intercourse, familiarity with (a 
person) ; constant attendance a# (a place). Obs. 

1642 Howe tt Yor. Trav. (Arb.) 2t The greatest bane of 
English Gentlemen abroad, is too much frequency and com- 
munication with their own Countrey-men. 1680 Lp, Caper 
Sp. Ho. Com, 26 Oct. in Collect. Poems 179 Who by his 


[ad. L. frequentia : 
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frequency at the Palace, had seemed rather one of the 
Family. 

4. The fact of occurring often or being repeated 
at short intervals. Of the pulse: Rapidity. . 

1641 Lp. J. Dicsy Sf. Ho. Com. 19 Jan. 20 The frequencie 
of Parliament is most essentially necessary. _ 1696 tr. Du 
Mont's Voy. Levant 226 Earthquakes .. there happen’d 
four in one day .. Nor does their frequency make ‘em less 
dreadful. 1732 Arsutunot Rules of Diet 272 They increase 
the Strength and Frequency of the Pulse. 1766 GoLpsM. 
Vic. W. vii, I began..to be displeased with the frequency 
of his return. 1836 Hor. Smitn Tin Trumpet (1876) 271 
The diminished frequency of wars. 1883 A. JEssopp in 19¢/ 
Cent. XIIL. 259 The ghastly frequency of the punishment of 
death tended to make people savage and bloodthirsty. 

b. Physics, etc. The rate of recurrence of any 

regularly repeated event, e.g. a vibration; the num- 
ber of times that it occurs in a second or other 


assumed unit of time. 

1831 Brewster Wat. Magic ix. (1868) 287 The pitch or 
frequency of vibration constituting the note. 1881 Nature 
No. 616. 359 If the notes c/ and d” are sounded together, 
their frequencies being in the ratio 8:9. 1893 T7zes 11 May 
6/x Altérnating currents of high frequency. 1896 W. G. 
Woottcomse Pract. Work Physics ut. 69 Take the average 
of these numbers for each fork to represent the ratio of their 
frequencies. 

+ Frequent, sd. Obs. rare—*. [f. FREQUENT v.] 
Frequentation, resort. 

1631 Bratuwait Whismzies, Decoy 28 Private alleys are 
his sanctuaryes in the citie: but places of publike frequent 
in thecountrey. 1635 — Avcad. Pr.u. 162 Private solitary 
groves Shut from frequent, his contemplation loves. 


Frequent (frzkwént), a. [ad. L. freguent-em 
crowded, frequent; cognate with farcive to stuff 
(see FARcE v.1).] 

+1. Of persons, an assembly, etc.: Assembled in 
great numbers, crowded, full. Often in fll and 


Srequent. Obs. 

1590 Disc. conc. Span. Invas. in Harl. Misc. (Malh.) Il. 
166 There was generally made throughout the whole realm 
a most frequent assembly of all sorts of people. 1606 
Ho ttanp Sweton. 14 He..in a ful and frequent assemblie.. 
besought the faithfull helpe and assistance of his soldiers. 
cz611 Cuarpman /diad 1. 71 As when of frequent bees 
Swarms rise out of a hollow rock. 1638 Battie Le?é. (1775) 
I. 37 To-morrow, in Stirling, is expected a frequent council. 
1674 Drypen State Junoc. 1. Wks. 1883 V. 128 ’Tis fit in 
frequent senate we confer. 1725 Pore Odyss. xvi. 377 Apart 
they sate, And full and frequent, form’d a dire debate. 1746 
H. Watrore Lett. to Sir H, Mann (1857) I1. 38 One hundred 
and thirty-nine Lords were present, and made a noble sight 
on their benches frequent and full! 

+b. Of a place: Filled, full, crowded (with 
persons, varely with things). Also, much resorted 
to, frequented. Ods. 

1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. (1821) I. p. xviii, The erd is 
now mair frequent in pepil than it was. 1555 GrinpaL Kem. 
(1843) 239 Master Scory and certain other.. have an English 
Church there, but not very frequent. 1603 Hottanp Plu- 
tarch’s Mor. 342 When he was to play upon his harpe, for 
a prize in some frequent Theater. 1604 R. Cawprey 7adle 
Alph., Frequent, much haunted, or goe too. 1673 Ray 
Sourn. Low C. 1 The town..seemed frequent and full of 
people. 1815 SHELLEY Alastor 93 Halls, Frequent with 
crystal column, and clear shrines Of pearl. 

2. Found at short distances apart; numerous, 
abundant. Somewhat arch. 

1603 CampEN Rev. (1637) 2 [Britaine is]..beautified with 
many populous Cities .. frequent Hospitals [etc.]. 1607 
TopseLt Four-f. Beasts (1658) 343 There is no Beast so fre- 
quent as these in all Cilicia. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes 
(1673) 2 Pirats and Pickaroones: which are very frequent 
upon the Coasts of Spain. 1705 Appison /¢ady (1766) 149 
Through frequent cracks the steaming sulphur broke. 1722 
D. Coxe Carolina 86 The Plant .. is very frequent in most 
of the Southern Parts of this Country. 1816 KraTINGE 
Trav, (1817) I. 217 Walls. . flanked and crowned by frequent 
square towers. 1860 HawtHorne 7vazsform. II. xvi. 275 
It was a wise and lovely sentiment, that set up the frequent 
shrine and cross along the roadside. 

3. Commonly used or practised, well known, 
common, usual. Nowrare. + Frequent to: com- 
monly occurring in. 

1531 Evyor Gov. 1. vii, Howe frequent and familiar a 
thynge with euery astate and degre throughout Chris- 
tendome is this reuerent othe. 1635 A. STarrorp Fem. 
Glory (1869) 39, I have not .. used any one word not 
frequent and familiar. a 1668 DavenanT Siege 1. Dram. Wks. 
1873 IV. 375 In the epistles Dedicatory..’tis frequent To 
bely men with praise. 1706 Concreve Disc. Pindaric Ode 
Aj, There is nothing more frequent among us, than .. 
Pindarique Odes. 1762-71 H. Watrore Vertue’s Anecd. 
Paint, (1786) II. 239 Such enamelled plates being frequent 
to old watches instead of crystals. 1816 KeaTincE 7'vav. 
(1817) I. 139 Such we may rely on it was a picture, and a 
correct one, of frequent life. 1869 Times x Jan. 4 It is 
frequent to impute to Radicals the wish to ‘ Americanize 
our institutions ’. 

+b. Of a report, etc.:; Widely current. Of a 
book: Widely circulated, popular. Oés. 

1623 Crt. § Times Fas. I (1849) II. 369, I was not then 
fully persuaded of the prince’s going to Spain, though the 
report were frequent, from London. 1626 MassincEr Nom. 
Actor 1. i, *Tis frequent in the city he hath subdued The 
Catti and the Daci. 1628 Earte Microcosm., Pot-Poet 
(Arb.) 46 His frequent’st Workes goe out in single sheets. 
i WEEVER Anc. Fun. Mon. 62 The story is frequent. 

. Happening or occurring at short intervals; 
often recurring ; coming or happening in close suc- 
cession. Of the pulse: Faster than is normal or 
usual (cf. F. fouls fréguent). 





FREQUENT. 


The prevailing sense, by which all the others, so far as they 
survive, are more or less coloured. : 
1604 R. Cawprey Table Alph., Frequent, often, done man 
times. 1615 J. STEPHENS Satyr. Ess. 260 This watch-word will 
be frequent in his cups, 1662-3 Marve. Corr. xxxvii. Wks. 
1872-5 II. 83 Concerning which you may expect frequente 
letters. 1707 Frover Physic. Pulse-Watch 43 This Pulseis 
feverish..and frequenter than the former. 1750 T. NEwTon 
Postscr. to Milton's P. L., There have been frequent for- 
geries in the literary world, 1795 Genxtl. Mag. 539/2 The 
blights were this year..more frequent, and..more destruc- 
tive than usual. 1816 J. Witson City of Plague 1. i, These 
green banks .. Brown, when I left them last, with frequent 
feet. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 1. xxiii. 166 The snow was deep 

..and our immersions in unseen holes very frequent. 

5. Addicted zo, wont to indulge zz (a practice, 
course of action) ; accustomed Zo do (something) ; 
given to repetition zz (a subject). Now rave. 

1560 RoLianp Crt. Venus 1. 91x Bot weill 3e knaw, thair 
is na men frequent To enter heir. 1608 Dop & CLEAVER 
Expos. Prov. ix. & xii, 101 The holy Ghost in this booke, 
is very frequent in this point. 1611 SHaxs. Wint. T. Iv. 
ii. 36 He is..lesse frequent to his Princely exercises then 
formerly he hath appeared. 1616 Donne Sevwe. cliii. 
(Alford) VI. 118 The fathers were frequent in comparing... 
Eve the Mother of Man and Mary the Mother of God. 
1649 Br, Hatt Cases Consc. 7 How frequent _the Scripture 
is in the prohibition of this practice. 1710 STEELE Tatler 
No. 244? 5 Fellows of this Class are very frequent in the 
Repetition of the Words Rough and Manly. 1854-58 
Newnan Jdea of University (1873) 329 Milton is frequent 
in allusions to his own history and circumstances. 


6. +a. That is often at or zz (a place). Obs. 
b. (with an agent-noun): That does a thing often; 


constant, habitual, regular. 

1611 BiBLE 2 Cor, xi. 23 In prisons more frequent: in 
deaths oft. 1624 Massincer Parl. Love 1. iv, In suffer- 
ing such a crew of riotous gallants..to be so frequent 
Both in your house and presence. 1628 in Picton L’fool 
Munic, Rec. (1883) 1. 208 Fyve of the frequentest Comuni- 
cants. 1784 Cowrer Yask vi. 306 The timorous hare, 
Grown so familiar with her frequent guest, Scarce shuns me. 
1857 Wittmotr Pleas. Lit. xi. 49 Of course, the frequent 
writer will in time be quick, 1886 Ruskin Preterita I. vii. 
211 The Professor was a frequent guest at my grandmother’s 
tea-table. 


+e. That is often in company wzth (a person) ; 


familiar ; conversant 27 (a subject). Ods. 

c 1600 SHaks. Sonn. cxvii, Accuse me thus .. That I haue 
frequent binne with vnknowne mindes, 1615 J. STEPHENS 
Satyr. Ess. 214 A talkative Barber : with whome he is the 
more frequent. 1631 Hrywoop Zzg. Eliz. (1641) 52 He 
was..In the liberall arts so frequent, that they appeared 
rather innate and born with him, then... acquired. 1632 — 
ond Pt. Iron Age To Rdr., Wks. 1874 III. 352 Euery hard 
name, which may appeare obscure or intricate to such as 
are not frequent in Poetry. 

7. quasi-adv. (Also, in illiterate use, as a real 
adv. = Frequently, often.) 

1614 SELDEN Titles Hon. 6 Such like more occurre in 
ancient and later Storie very frequent. 1784 CowrEer Zask 
1. 61 Th’ old And crazy earth has had her shaking fits 
More frequent. 1810 Scorr Lady of L.1. 490 Nor frequent 
does the bright oar break The darkening mirror of the lake. 
1870 B. Harte Truthf ¥ames ii, But his smile it was pensive 
and childlike, As I frequent remarked to Bill Nye. 

Hence Fre‘quentness, the state or condition of 
being frequent; frequency. 

1664 H. More E-xfos. Seven Churches ¢ 7a, The more- 
then-ordinary frequentness of burning the blessed Protestant 
Martyrs..in this Period. 1668 — Div. Dial. u. viii. 217 
Admit the necessity of dying, what necessity or conveniency 
of the frequentness of Diseases? 1862 Burton Bk. Hunter 
344 The frequentness of saintship among the Irish, 


Frequent (frékwe'nt),v. [ad.L. freguentare, 
f. frequent-em Frequent. Cf. F. fréquenter (re- 
corded from 12th c.).]} 

1. trans. To visit or make use of (a place) often ; 


to resort to habitually ; to attend (a meeting, etc.). 

1555 EpEN Decades 320 The nauigation to India was then 
wel knowen and frequented. 1585 App. SANDys Sern. 
xv. 266 Many .. haue frequented sermons with appearance 
of great deuotion, 1613 PurcHas P2lgrimage (1614) 769 
This house is fiftie or threescore yards long, frequented 
onely by Priests. 1694 Gipson in Left. Lit. Men (Camden) 
227 He constantly frequented the Presbyterian meetings. 
1jix STEELE Sfect. No. 148 P 4 A Coffee-house which I 
myself frequent. 1725 Dre For Voy. round World (1840) 
193 Some of those ways through the hills were much fre- - 
quented, 1732 Berxetey Aciphr. 1. § 11 Proper ideas 
or materials are only to be got by frequenting good com- 
pany. 1762-71 H. WavroLe Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1888) 
III. 248 Drawing in the academy, which was then frequented, 
though established only by private contributions among the 
artists. 1834 L. Hunt Tow iv. (1848) 191 The Church of 
St. Clement Danes .. was the one most frequented by Dr. 
Johnson, 1860 Merc. Marine Mag. VII. 213 Whales of 
the species called ‘ California Greys’, frequent this.. bay. 

2. To visit or associate with (a person); to be 
frequently with (a person) or in (his company). 
Now somewhat rave. 

1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 123 Frequente and 
haunte the companyes of wysemen and not of the riche. 
1576 Fieminc Panopl. Epist. 293 If you frequent the com- 
panie of Crates, a man indued with rare wisdome. 1580 
Sipney Ps. xxvi. iii, I did not them frequent, Who be to 
vainesse bent, 1616 in J. Brown Bunyan i. (1887) 4 He doth 
frequent and keep company with Margarett Bennett. 1683 
Penn Wks. (1782) 1V. 307 Nor do their husbands frequent 
them till that time [their month] be expired. 41734 
Nortu Lives (1826) II. 192 His Lordship had one frien 
that used to frequent him much. 1889 Lowett Latest Lit. 
Ess, (1892) 145 It is for other and greater virtues that I would 
frequent the Greeks, 


FREQUENTABLE. 


+b. Ofa disease: To attack often. Obs. rare—. 

1632 tr. Bruel’s Praxis Med. 59 This disease .. doth fre- 
quent children. 

+3. To use habitually or repeatedly; to practise. 

1485 Caxton Chas. Gt, 29 Charles..by ardaunt desyre 
frequented the bookes composed vpon the crysten fayth. 
1541 Bisce (Cranmer) /z¢/e-g., The Byble in Englyshe .. to 
be frequented and used in everye Churche within this his 
sayd realme. 1546 Lanctey tr. Pol. Verg. de Invent. 1. xi. 
226 The Great Prophet Dauid, whiche songe the Misteries 
of God in Meter frequented Singing. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. Epit. A, Vertue and commendable be- 
haviour, was of them both so frequented and followed. 
1614 W. B. Philosopher's Banquet (ed. 2) 105 The oyle of 
Oliues they..frequented..sparingly. 1642 W. Birp Mag. 
fon. 55 And after that the word Baron seemeth to be fre- 
quented in this Realm in lieu and place of the word Thane. 
1665-7 DrypEN Ess. Dram. Poesy (1668) 43 A Play which 
has been frequented the most of any he has writ. 

+b. To celebrate (a sacrament, etc.) ; to honour 
with observances. Cf. F. /réquenter. Obs. 

@ 1555, 1669 [see the vbl.sb.]. 1565 JEweL Repl. Harding 
(1611) 375 He gaue the Image of his Passion to be frequented 
[celebrandam)in the Church. 1579 Futke Refut. Rastel 
723 The Christians did solemnelye frequent the memories of 
the martyrs. 1581 J. Bett Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 343 b, 
God did institute in his Church two Sacramentes..If we do 
not frequent these in that sincerity of Religion .. Let us be 
condemned. 

+ ce. refl. To busy oneself about something. Obs, 

a1562 G. CavenpisH Wolsey (1893) 216 He dayly fre- 
quentyng hymeself abought suche busynes and deeds of 
honest charitie. ; 

+4. To familiarize with, Obs. [Cf. FREQUENT a. 
6b.] 

1588 Exhort. to H. M. faithful Subjects in Harl, Misc, 
II. 93 Ye encounter with them that are rich, hardy, reso- 
lute, and frequented with daily victories. 1632 Liracow 
Trav. v. 219 [The Armenians practised certain vices] which 
my conscience commands me to conceale: least I frequent 
ibis Northern world with that which their nature never 

new. 

+5. intr. To resort ¢o or uno (a person or place); 
to associate qwzth (a person); to be often zz or 
about (a place). Ods. 

1577 Hanmer Axc. Eccl. Hist. (1619) 96 An infinite multi- 
tude..frequented vnto Paulus. 1580 Lyty Huphues (Arb.) 
467, I frequented more often to Camilla. 1599 Sir R. 
Wrortue in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 181 Sertaine lewde 


fellowes. . which doe frequente and use aboute Layton heath. . 


2651 tr. Life Father Sarpi (1676) 67 He frequented much 
with Fra. Antonio da Viterbo. 1660 tr. Amyraldus’ Treat. 
conc. Relig. 1. vii. 123 Will she frequent in Towns, or will 
she resort to unhabited places? 1725 Pore Odyss. v. 128 Far 
from all the ways Where men frequent. 18z0 Scorr Lady 
of L. 1. xxv, Nor track nor pathway might declare That 
human foot frequented there. 

+6. trans. a. To crowd or pack closely together. 
b. To crowd, fill (a place). e¢. To supply abun- 
dantly. Ods. 

1578 [see FREQUENTED AAJ. a.]. 1596 Drayton Legends 11. 
253 These brimfull Eyes With Tydes of Teares continually 
frequented. 1667 Mitton P. LZ, x. 1091 With tears Water- 
ing the ground, and with our sighs the air Frequenting. 
1682 R. Burton Admir. Cur. (1684) 82 Winchester is a City 
which flourished in the time of the Romans and now in- 
differently peopled, and frequented by water. 

Hence Freque‘nting v0/. sb. 

a@1gss Riptey in Confer. betw. Ridley & Latymer (1556) 
16 b, The. .institution of our sauior Christe, for the ofte fre- 
quenting of the remembrance of his deathe. 1581 J. BELL 
Haddon's Answ. Osor. 138 b, As touchyng Luthers frequent- 
yng of Hyperbolicall speaches. 1669 WooDHEAD S¢, Teresa. 
xix. (1671) 119 Here comes in the frequenting of the Sacra- 
ments. 1698 Fryer Acc, Z, India & P. 376 Birds, by whose 
frequentings he arrives to the top of his hopes. 1870 
Lussock Orig. Civiliz. v. 163 Which may be known from 
ordinary snakes by certain signs, such as their frequenting 
huts, not eating mice [etc.]. 


Frequentable (frékwentabl), a. rare. [f. 
FREQUENT v.+-ABLE. Cf. F. fréguentable.] That 
may be frequented or visited, easily accessible: 
+a. of a person (0ds.); b. of a place. 

1580 SIDNEY Arcadia (1622) 126 The exercises of that age 
[youth], and his humour .. made him something the more 
frequentable. 1843 Mew Mirror ILI. (Cent.), Have made 
their bookstore most frequentable for facility of purchase. 

Frequentage (frzkwéntédz). rare—'.  [f. 
FREQUENT Y, + -AGE.] ‘ The practice or habit of 
frequenting’ (W.). 

1814 SouTHEY Roderick x. 37 To guard them on their 
flight through upland paths—remote from frequentage. 

+Frequentance. 00s. rare—. [f. FREQUENT Z. 
+-ANCE.| ?The fact of being frequented or re- 
sorted to, 

1593 NasHE Christ's T.79 b, Some one Gentleman generally 
acquainted, they giue his admission vnto, sans fee, and free 
priuiledge thence-forward in theyr Nunnery, to procure them 


frequentance. 

Frequentation (frzkwént2i-fan),  [a. F. fré- 
quentation, ad. L. frequentation-em, n. of action f. 
Srequentare to FREQUENT.] 

1. The action or habit of frequenting (a place); 
a visiting or resorting to frequently ; habitual at- 


tendance. 


1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Nicholay's Voy. u. iii. 33 The | 


principall entrie was .. shut with great bushes .. which in 
processe of time and lacke of frequentation, were so growen. 
1616 R. C. Times’ Whistle 1. 73 Are these the fruit thy 
frequentation Of learned sermons yeilds? 1660 WarTER- 
HOUSE Arvms & Arm, 155 Famous it has been for its Trade, 
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and frequentation of forraigners to her. 1748 CHESTERF. 
Lett. (1792) 11. cl. 33 The frequentation of courts checks 
this petulancy of manners. 1775 Jounnson Western Js/. 
Wks. X. 477 A shop in the islands as in other places of 
little frequentation. 1807 W. Taytor in Ann. Rev. V. 571 
‘The art of deserving it [praise] will hardly be attained with- 
out some frequentation of the theatre. 1847 Grote H7s¢. 
Greece 1. xxviii. (1862) III. 46 Reciprocal frequentation of 
gets festivals was..the standing evidence of friend- 
ship. 

2. The action or habit of frequenting (a person) ; 
familiar intercourse wth. 

21520 Barcray tr. Yagurtha xlv. 63 They dwelled seperat.. 
farre from the court and frequentation of kynges of numidy. 
cx619 Sir J. Metvit Mem. (1735) 390 He denied he was a 
Witch or had any Frequentation with them. 1652 Cor- 
TERELL Cassandra tv. (1676) 55 Retired from the commerce 
or frequentation of men. 1882 Pal/ Mall G. 14 Oct. 4 He 
had however qualities which were derived no doubt from 
early frequentation with negroes. 1890 Sat. Rev. 22 Feb. 
216/t If only frequentation of sovereigns and statesmen 
could do it, a superficial explanation would be provided. 

+ 3. The act of using or making use of frequently. 
Also, in early use, a custom, practice. Ods. 

1525 Lp. Berners /yoiss. II. ccii. [cxcviii.] 620 They be 
herde people, and of rude engyn and wytte, and of dyuers 
frequentacyons and vsage. 1578 Banister (ist. Man vii. 
102 Collumbus reproued such as hitherto haue made descrip- 
tion of the eyes, by frequentation of brutish Anathomies. 
@ 1678 WoopHEaD Holy Living (1688) 56 Frequentation of 
prayer is an employment more spiritual. 

b. Frequent use or celebration (of the sacra- 


ments). (So F. fréguentation.) 

1626 T. H. Caussin’s Holy Crt. 217 The exercise of the 
presence of God, ioyned with. . frequentation of sacraments, 
1887 C. W. Woop Marriage 20 Prayer and the frequenta- 
tion of the sacraments will be the source of help. 


Frequentative (frékwentatiy), a. and sd. [ad. 
L. frequentatzv-us (in the later L. grammarians), 
f. frequentat- ppl. stem of freqguentare: see FRE- 
QUENT v. and -IvE. Cf. F. fréguentatzf, -ive.] 

A. aaj. 

+1. Accustomed, versed 27. Obs. Sc. rare—. 

1560 Rottanp Crt, Venus 1. 79 In siclik Actis thay [the 
Musis] ar frequentatiue, And mair facill 3our mater will con- 
saif. 

2. Gram. Of a verb or verbal form: Serving to 
express the frequent repetition of an action. 

1533 Upatt lowers Lat, Sp. 115 Rescio .. and a verbe 
frequentatiue of the same: vescisco. 1656 Hammonp Wks. 
(1684) II. 70 There is no such thing in the Greek language, 
as the variation of frequentative, transitive, and reciprocal. 
1711 [see DESIDERATIVE a@. 2]. 1793 Beattie JMJorad Sc. t. 
i. § 3.58 The verbs called Deponent, Desiderative, Frequen- 
tative..etc. 1845 Sroppart in Excycl. Metrop. 1. 50/1 The 
termination so in vzso, has a desiderative force, in pz/so, a 
frequentative. 1876 Bancrorr Hist, U.S. II. xxxvi. 415 
An action may be often repeated, and a frequentative con- 
jugation follows. : 

B. sb. Gram. A frequentative verb, verbal form, 


or conjugation; see prec. 

1530 Patscr. 403 They knowe neyther frequentatyves, 
nor inchoatyves. 1626 Bp. ANDREWES Sev. (1856) I. 125 
It is not exzdiit neither, but exudtavit, And that isa frequen- 
tative; and so he did it more than once. 1711 J. GREEN- 
woop Lug. Gram. 193 By the addition of Ze, it becomes a 
Frequentative, as Sparkle. 1870 F. Hatt Hindi Reader 
137 | Karn], following an uninflected past participle, forms 
a frequentative. 

+b. ? An adverb expressing frequency. Ods. 

1635 Grammar Warre B viij, Other Adverbs: as Indica- 
tives, Frequentatives, Meditatives. 

[f. FRrn- 


Frequented (frzkwented), pf/. a. 
QUENT ¥. +-ED!.] +a. Crowded (00s.). +b. Com- 
monly practised or used (ods.). e@. Of a place: 


Often resorted to. 

1578 BanisTER Hist. Man v. 81 Blacke concreted bloud.. 
packed together with the frequented Fibres. 1586 W. 
Wesse Lng. Poetrie (Arb.) 56 The most vsuall and frequented 
kind of our English Poetry. 160r Hottanp Pliny I. 36 
Patales (a most famous and frequented port). 1655 Hart 
Orrery Parthen, (1676) 1 He invited him into a less fre- 
quented walk, 1666 J. Serceant Lett. /hanks 80 Naturall 
knowledges imprinted by frequented Sensations. a@1677 
Barrow Servmz, (1686) IIL. 399 The goodness of God is a 
frequented theme. 1773 Observ. State Poor 34 Ghastly 
countenances .. haunting our most frequented avenues. 
1863 Gro. Exvior Romola 1, xx, It was the least frequented 

f the bridges, 1875 Beprorp Sazlor’s Pocket-bk. iv. (ed. 2) 
118 In the frequented parts of the North Atlantic. 

Frequenter (fr7kwe'ntoz). [f. FREQUENT 2. + 
-ER1,] One who frequents or resorts to (a place) ;, 
also, one who attends (a meeting, etc.). 

1613 Purcnas Pilgrimage (1614) To Rdr. Piv b, A gratious 
King, so diligent a frequenter of Sermons. 1634 Docu- 
ments agst. Prynne (Camden) 5 The miserable spectatours 
and frequenters of these infernall pleasures. 1751 RicHarp- 
son Rambler No. 97 ? 25 What expence of dress. .is required 
to qualify the frequenters for such emulous appearance. 
1874 Heres Soc. Press. iii. 56 There are not even seats 
provided for the frequenters of gin-palaces. ; 

+ Frequentless, a. Obs. rare—". [f. Fre- 
QUENT 5b. +-LESS.] Not frequented. 

1631 CHETTLE alate Ib, It semes frequentlesse for the 
vse of men: Some basiliskes, or poysonous serpents den ! 

Frequently (fr7kwentli), adv. [f. Frequent 
a.+-LY *.] Ina frequent manner. 

1. At frequent or short intervals, often, repeatedly. 

1831 Exyor Gov, 1. xxii. (1880) 245 He had frequently in 
his mouthe this worde. 1639 Massincer Unnat. Combat 
mi. ii, These being heaven's gifts, and frequently conferred 
On such as are beneath them. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W’. xxi, 
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He had been since frequently at my house. 1860 TyNDALL 
Glac. xxvii, I frequently examined the colour of the snow. 
+2. Numerously, populously. Oés. 

1615 G. Sanpys Trav. iv. 279 The place became frequently 
inhabited on every side. 1638 R. Baiwure Lett. iv. (1775) I. 
34 The noblemen who came in frequently against the after- 
noon, stayed all that night, 

Frere, obs. form of FRIAR. 

Fresadow : see FRISADO. 

Frescade (freska‘d). Also 6 (from It.) fres- 
kata. fa. F. frescade (Cotgr.), ad. It. frescata, f. 
Jresco cool, FRESH.] A cool walk; a shady alley. 

[1630 2. Fohnson’s Kingd. §& Commw.7 Nor have those 
under the Torride Zone so much need of the Romane 
Grottaes or Freskataes for to coole them.] 1656-81 Blount 
Glossogr., Frescades, refreshments as..light garments, cool 
air..cool drinks, Bowers or shades over-spread with green 
boughs. 7759 Lond. Mag. XXVIII. 605 They..go in parties 
to enjoy themselves in their gardens and frescades. 1832 
Fraser's Mag. 1V.706 The fragrant orangeries,—the grateful 
frescades,—the many-twinkling fountains. 

Fresco (fre'sko), sb. Also 6-7 frisco; pl. fres- 
cos, -oes. [ad. It. fresco cool, FrEsH.] 

+1. Cool, fresh air; occas. a fresh breeze. Zz 

Jresco: in the fresh air. Obs. Cf. ALFRESCO. 

1620 Brent tr. Savfi’s Hist. Counc. Trent (1629) 410 
There being a custome amongst the people of Paris, in the 
Summers euenings, to goe out of the Suburbes of S. German 
in great multitudes, to take the fresco. 1630 B. Jonson 
New Inn ww. ii, Come, let us take in fresco, here, one quart. 
1644 Evetyn Diary 4 Nov., Here, in summer, the gentle- 
men of Rome take the fresco in their coaches and on foot. 
1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 12 We had a promising 
Fresco, but somewhat chilled by too frequent Calms. did. 
335 As they sitin Frisco. 1740 Gray Lett, Wks. 1884 II. 82 
‘They..walk about the city, or upon the sea-shore. .to enjoy 
the fresco. 1785 Saran Frecpinc Ofhelia II. i, I..was .. 
overtaken by Mrs. Herner, in fresco as before. 

attrib. 1742 H, Watrote Let. 26 May (1857) I. 167 We 
have as much waterworks and fresco diversions, as if we 
lay ten degrees nearer warmth, 

+b. ‘It has been sometimes used for any cool 
refreshing liquor’ (T.). Ods.—° 

[1880 C. R. Markuam Peruv. Bark 7 Fevers, which they 
treat with frescos or cooling drinks.] 

2. A kind of painting executed in water-colour 
on a wall, ceiling, etc. of which the mortar or 
plaster is not quite dry, so that the colonrs sink in 
and become more durable. Orig. in phrase (¢o 

paint) in fresco. 

1598 R. H[aypocke] tr. Lomatius’ Artes Paintinge, etc. 
mt, iv. 99 Which wil cause the colours in Frisco to continue 
as faire as if they were laid while the chalke is fresh. 
[1644 EveLyn Diary 21 Oct., The houses. .are..excellently 
painted, @ fresco on the outer walls.] Jézd. 22 Oct., To 
this church joins a convent, whose cloister is painted in 
fresco very rarely. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury ut. 147/1 
Frescoe, or Wall Painting; some call it seiling. 1749 Stack 
in Phil. Trans. XLVI. 14 The Paintings..in Herculaneum 
.. are all done in Stucco in Water-colours in Fresco. 1843 
Ruskin Let. 21 Sept. in Atlantic Monthly LXVIII. 740 It 
is not the love of fresco that we want. 1870 Emrerson Soc. 
& Solit., Domestic Life Wks. (Bohn) III. 54 The grand 
sibyls..painted in fresco by Michel Angelo. 

b. A painting so executed. 

1670 R. Lassets Voy, /tal, 1.238 The Library, painted with 
a rare Fresco, which is yet ravishing and lively after two 
hundred years. 1717 Pore Zp. Fervas 34 A fading Fresco 
here demands a sah: 1797 Monthly Mag. X11. 347 The 
beautiful frescoes that decorate the walls. 1870 F. R 
Witson Ch. Lindisf. 91 This church is represented in one 
of the famed frescoes at Wallington Hall. . 

e. attrib. and Comd., as fresco-paint, -painting, 
-plaster, -wall. 

1842-5 Browninc Waring 1. vi, We are on the brink Of 
something great in *fresco-paint. 1683 EveLyN Diary 16 
june, The incomparable *fresco painting in St. George’s 

all. 1879 Sir G. Scorr Lect. Archit. I. 213 Let us take 
advantage of the lessons it affords us in..fresco painting. 
1843 Ecclesiologist 11. 19 The use of *fresco-plaister in very 
early buildings. 1877 M. M. Granr Su-Maid iv, It was 
a lofty room with beautiful old *fresco walls and ceiling. 

Fresco (fre'sko), v. [f. prec. sb.] ¢vazs, To 
paint in fresco. 

1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers 1. iii. 202 The Donation of Con- 
stantine, frescoed inthe Vatican. 1893 PadZ Mali Mag. II. 
345/2 We do not..fresco our azure ceiling with angels. 

Hence Fre‘scoed ///. a., Frescoing vb/. sd. 
Also Fre‘scoer, Fre‘scoist, one who paints in 
fresco. 

1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps i. § 7. 15 Have we no..frescoed 
fancies on our roofs? 1859 Saz. Kev. VIII. 73/t Many a 
mute inglorious frescoist has only waited his hour. 1882 
Fraser's Mag. XXV1. 59 The frescoed Parnassus gradually 
emerges from out of the dark wall. 1882 Harfer's Mag. 
Dec. 46/2 Some leisurely prisoner of the frescoer’s trade. 
1885 /éid. Mar. 6090/1 The original frescoing of walls and 
ceilings. .was the work of a. .soldier. 

+Fre‘scour. ?once-wd. [ad. pseudo-L. fres- 
cura, It. frescura, n. of quality f. fresco FRESH. 
Cf, FRAISCHEUR.] Coolness. 

1627 tr. Bacon’s Life § D. (1651) 31 By Cold, and bya kinde 
of Frescour (as we now-a-days speak). 

+ Frese, 5d. Obs. north. dial. Also fres(se. 
[Of obscure origin. 

Stratmann compares OS. /résa str. fem. (MDu., vvése, Du. 
vrees), OHG. /reisa, fear, danger. The sense is not inap- 
propriate, but the exact OE, equivalent of these words would 
be */rds, yielding */rase in northern ME.)} 

In phr. 20 frese =‘no doubt’. 

ax400 Pistill of Susan (Vernon) 43 To fonge flourus and 
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fruit pou3t fei no fresse. c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 30 
So wold mo, no frese..Of wifes. . For the life that thay leyd, 
Wold thase husbandes were dede. J/ézd. 291 Putt thi hand 
in my syde, no fres, ther Longeus put his spere. 


+ Frese, v. Obs. vare—*. trans. 

c1810 Robin Hood iv. 42 in Fliigel Lesebuch 178 Make glad 
chere sayd lytell Johan And frese our bowes of ewe, 

Frese, obs. form of FREEZE. 

Fresh (fref), a., adv. and sb.! Forms: a. 1 
fersc, 3 fersse, ferchs, south. uer(i)sse, 4 fersch(e. 
B. 3 Orm. fressh, 3-5 fress(e, 3-6 freche, 
fres(s)ch(e, 4 fraiche, frechs, 4-5 freys(s(he, 
freyssche, 4-6 fres(s)h(e, 4 freisch, 5 freisshe, 
4-fresh. [Thea forms, which are not found later 
than the 14th c., represent OE. ferse (recorded only 
in senses 4 and 5, opposed to‘ salt’), corresponding 
to Du. versch, OHG. frisc (MHG. vrisch, mod.Ger. 

frisch; used in senses approximately identical 
with those found in Eng.), ON. fersk-r (Sw. farsk, 
Da. fersk; chiefly in physical senses; the mod. 
Icel. frisk, Sw., Da. fresk, are adopted from Ger.) 
:—OTeut. */risko-. As the B forms (with /re-) do 
not occur till the 13th c., it is most likely that they 
are due to adoption of OF. /rezs masc., fresche fem. 
(mod.F. frais, fraiche), = Pr. fresc, Sp., Pg., It. 
Jresco, a Com. Rom. adoption of OTeut. */risko-. 

The senses first occurring in ME. coincide substantially 
with those in OF.; how far they were introduced from that 
language, and how far they descend from unrecorded OE. 
uses, cannot be determined. 4 

The ultimate etymology of OTeut. */risko- is obscure. 
Kluge compares OSI. Arésind fresh (:—*praiskino), Lith. 
préskas unleavened, and Finn. zeska- unleavened.] 

A. adj. 
I. New, recent. 

1. New, novel; not previously known, used, met 
with, introduced, etc. + Also adso/, in advb. phr. of, 
on fresh = AFRESH. 

@1340 Hampote Psalter Cant. 516 New & freyss goddis 
come. c1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xliiii. 165 The battayl 
beganne of fresshe to be sore fyers. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. 
de W. 1531) 302 b, Than thy payne began of fresshe to be 
renewed. 1637 Mitton Lyczdas 193 To-morrow to fresh 
woods and pastures new. 1639 Futter Holy Warre (1647) 
I. xvi. 25 This sight so inspirited the Christians, that 
coming in on fresh, they obtained a most glorious victorie. 
1748 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. I. 9 The Fog. .presenting continu- 
ally fresh Objects. 1777 Burke Corr. (1844) II. 162 That fresh 
concern and anxiety which attends those who [etc.]. 1798 
Matruus Popul, (1878) 3 Very severe labour is requisite to 
clear a fresh country. 1813 Byron Ch. Har. ut. lv. 529 Its 
{river’s] thousand turns disclose Some fresher beauty. 1861 
M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I. 3 There are few traces of fresh 
research or new matter produced. 1870 Morris Zarthly 
Par. 1. 1. 384 And with fresh hope came on the fresh May- 
day. 1888 77s 12 Nov. 13/3 The untoward fate of plays 
that break fresh ground. : 

b. In weaker sense: Additional, another, other, 
different, further. 
¢1400 MaunDEv.(1839) xxii. 243 Then thei maken fressche 
men redye. 1500-20 Dunpar Poems xxxvii. 209 Than suld 
T haifa fresch feir to fang in mynn armes. 1532 MoreConfut. 
Tyndale Wks. 675 In the conclusion of al that tale, he knit- 
teth it vp with a freshe lusty poynt. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 
(1614) 644 In which way having gotten fresh helpe of some 
other streames, 1674 N. Cox Gentil. Recreat. 1. (1677) 16 
The Hounds ., take fresh scent, hunting another Chase. 
1709 STEELE Tatler No. 14 #7 The Troops of the Allies 
have fresh Orders dispatched to them. 1712 Apvison Sfect. 
No. 452 P 2 Our Time lies heavy on our Hands till the 
Arrival of a fresh Mail. 1721 Baitey, Fresh Sell..a fresh 
Gang to relieve the Rowers in the Long-Boat. 1802 Mar. 
Epcewortu Moral T, (1816) I. xiii. 106 Several fresh spec- 
tators were yet to see the sight. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) 
II. 198 Interest was seldom allowed to be tuned into prin- 
cipal, except upon the advance of fresh money. 1849 
Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 153 One fresh concession .. was 
easily obtained from the restored king. 1896 Law Times 

.C, 408/2 We must begin a fresh paragraph, | ° 

2. Recent; newly made, recently arrived, received, 
or takenin. Cf. Fr. frazs, 

1340 Hampote Pr, Consc. 5307 Woundes..Pat fressche sal 
sem and alle bledand. ¢ 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 172 So bat 
pe wounde be freisch and not oold hurt. 1535 CoveRDALE 
1 Sam. xxi. 6 The Shewbredes..were taken vp before the 
Lorde, that there might be other freshbredes set therin. 1665 
Boyte Occas, Refi. Pref. (1845) x1, I was fain .. to insert.. 
some of a much fresher date. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & 
P. 9 This Morn by fresh Advice he was assured [etc.]. 1704 
Swirt 7, Tub Apol., The Author was then young. .and his 
reading fresh in his head. 1748 F. Smirn Voy. Disc. 1. 146 
Seeing whether the Marks of their Teeth are fresh or not. 
1845 Forp Handbk. Spain 1. 16 The ministers of Fer- 
dinand VII could not please him more than by laying 
before him a fresh express or dispatch. 1860 TyNDALL Glac. 
I, xxvil, 204 The floor .. was covered with snow, and on it 
were the fresh footmarks of a little animal. 

b. Newly come or taken from, out of. 

1699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 31 Great yellow Frogs also are 
much admired, especially when they come fresh out of the 
Pond, 1700 Drypen Fables, Cock § Fox 289 The hue and 
cry of Heaven pursues him at the heels, Fresh from the fact. 
are Gotpsm. Trav. 330 By forms unfashioned, fresh from 

ature’s hand, 1816 Keatince 7vav. (1817) I. 45 A..pro- 
duction. .fresh from the press. a@ 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) 
II. 209 An heiress quite fresh from Bengal. 1867 FREEMAN 
Norm. Cong. (1876) I. App. 673 The narrative .. was fresh 
from the lips of an Englishman. 

c. Law. Fresh force (AF. fresche force, Anglo- 
Lat. Srisca Sortia), fresh disseisin: =*novel dis- 
seisin ; see quots,and DISSEISINIb. yesh fine, 
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pursuit, suit; one made or levied immediately or 
within a short prescribed interval. 

[1292 Britton 1. xix. § 6 Deforceours et purprestours par 
fresche force.] 1419 Liber Albus (Rolls) I. 173 Item, de 
assisis Nove Disseisinz, vocatis ‘ Fresshforce’. 1538 
Fitzuers. Yust. Peas 132b, Upon any out crie, hute or 
freshesuit for any felonye. @1626 Bacon Max. § Uses 
Com. Law (1636) 64 But if he [the owner] make fresh pursuit 
he may take his goods from the thiefe. 1641 Tevmes de la 
Ley 169 An Assise or Bil of fresh force brought within 40 
daies after the force committed, or title to him accrued. 
Ibid, 171 Fresh suit. 1670 BLounr Law Dict., Fresh Dis- 
seisin [see DIssEISIN 1 b]. 1721 BatLey, resi suzt. 1848 
Wuarton Law Lex., Fresh-fine, a fine which has been 
levied within a year. 

3. Making one’s first acquaintance with a posi- 
tion, society, etc. ; raw, inexperienced ; unsophisti- 
cated, ‘green’. Also (Unzversity slang), charac- 
teristic of a freshman. 

1595 SHAKS. ¥ohz u1.iv. 145 How green you are, and fresh 
in this old world. 1724 De For Mem. Cavalier 11. 184 
Between two Armies both made up of fresh Men, that have 
never seen any Service. 1724 R. FALCONER Voy. (1769) 11 
Reserv’d by the old Sailors .. must not be touch’d by the 
fresh Men, as they call ’em. 1815 E. S. Barretr Heroine 
III. 9 If I don’t tell the coach-maker what a fresh one he was, 
to give you his barouche on tick. 1826 Disraeti ’7v. Grey 
Iv. v, Did you ever fight a duel? No!.. Well! you are fresh, 
indeed ! 1834 Oxf. Univ. Mag. 1. rox It is very fresh to walk 
about in academic costume with a stick in his hand. 1856 
Kane Arct. Expl. 1. xix. 237 He was a perfectly fresh man, 
not having yet undertaken a journey. 


II. Having the signs of newness. 

4. Of perishable articles of food, etc. : New, in 
contradistinction to being artificially preserved ; 
(of meat) not salted, pickled, or smoked; (of 
butter) without salt; (of fruits, etc.) not dried or 


preserved in sugar or the like. 

a, go1-9 Charter of Eadweard in Cod. Dipl. V. 164 Tu 
riederu oder sealt oder fersc. 

B. 1388 Wyciir Nu. vi. 3 Thei schulen not ete freisch 
grapis and drie [wvas recentes siccasve]. c1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 347 Adepis porci antigui sine sale id est freisch 
swynys grese molten. c¢ 1460 J. Russert Bk. Nurture 630 
Fresche lamprey bake pus it must be dight. c1483 CAxTon 
Vocab. 5 Flesh of bueff saltede shall be good with the 
mustarde. The fressh with gharlyk. /é7d. 6 Fressh hering.. 
Reede heeryng. 1541 Act 33 Hen. VIII, c. 2 No..person.. 
shall.. by anie freshe fyshe of anie estraunger in.. Flaunders. 
1620 VENNER Vza Recta v. 91 There is made a kinde of 
Iuncket, called in most places a Fresh-Cheese. 1648 GaGE 
West Ind. xix. 143 They will buy..a Riall worth of fresh 
meat to eat on the Lords day. 1697 DrypENn Virg. Georg. 
iv. 365 And seek fresh Forrage to sustain their Lives, 1811 
A. T. Tuomson Lond. Disp. (1818) 606 If in the dry state, 
by pulverization, or, if fresh, by slicing. 1849 Macautay Hzs¢. 
Eng. 1.314 During several months, even the gentry tasted 
scarcely any fresh animal food. 1864 Mrs. Carty.e Ze?¢. 111. 
234 Three pounds of fresh butter at twenty pence a pound. 

absol. c1330 Arth. § Merl. 7290 Made hem at aise with 
fresche and selt. 

qb. (See quot.) Obs. vave —1, (Perh. some error.) 

1530 PatsGr. 313/1 Fresshe or lussyouse as meate that is 

nat well seasoned, or hath an unplesante swetnesse in it, 


‘ade. 
5. Of water: Not salt or bitter; fit for drinking. 
+ Also of a marsh: Containing fresh as opposed 


to salt water; watered by a river (0ds.). 

[A Com. Teut. sense: prob. an extension of the notion 
‘without salt’ as applied to meat (sense 4).] 

a. c893 K. AitFRED Ovos, 11. iv. § 6 [Eufrates] is mzest 
eallra ferscra wetera. c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 316/597 Pe 
sonne .. makez pe wateres brepbi up-ri3t .. Bobe be sees an 
ferchse wateres. 

B. 1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. xut. xxii. (1495) 455 
For cause of .. fresshe waters that come therto the see .. is 
more fresshe. c¢1440 Yacol’s Well (E. E. T.S.) 39 Of 
fysschyng of freschwatyr & of salt watyr, be tythe ow3te to 
be payed. a@1q4so St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 2224 A fresche 
well was ber besyde. 1553 Epen 7veat. Newe Ind. (Arb.) 
26 In this deserte are. .founde bytter waters : but more often 
fresshe and sweete waters. 1576 Act 18 Eliz. c. 10 § 10 No 
Acre of fresh Marsh..{shall] be taxed above the Rate of a 
Penny. .nor of every ten Acres of salt Marsh above the Rate 
ofa Penny. 1582 N. LicHeFiexp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. 
Ind. vii. 19 Our men quietly landed and tooke in fresh water. 
16or Suaks. 7wel. NV. ut. iv. 419 Tempests are kinde, and 
salt waues fresh in loue. 1670 D. Denton Descr. N. York 
(1845) 19 These woods also every mile..or half-mile are 
furnished with fresh ponds, brooks, or rivers. a@1691 BoyLe 
Hist. Air (1692) 154 He always found the ice fresh that 
floated upon the sea-water. 1697 Dampier Voy, I. iii. 34 
Sometimes we find them in salt Water, sometimes in fresh, 
1708 Lond. Gaz. No. 4489/3, 119 Acres of fresh Marsh-Lands. 
1775 Romans Hist. Florida 267 Another river .. is very 
rich in fresh marsh, 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. Il. 235 
Throwing into large quantities of pure fresh water a few 
drops of volatile oil, 1878 Huxtry Physiogr. 73 The great 
stream of fresh water which flows over Teddington Weir. 

b. Of or pertaining to such water. + Of fish 
= FRESHWATER @. 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 1 Engelond ys ful ynow..Of salt 
fysch and eche fresch, and fayre ryueres per to. 1467 in 
Eng. Gilds (1870) 396 Fresshe fysshe as Tenches. 1588 
Suaks, Ti¢, A. ut. i, 128 Till the fresh taste be taken from 
that cleerenes, And made a brine pit with our bitter teares, 
1608-11 Br. Hatt Medit. §& Vows i. § 8, 1 have oft won- 
dred howe fishes can retaine their fresh taste, and yet live 
in salt waters. 1881 J. Payn Hu. Stories 294 The profes- 
sional fisherman. .whether he be salt or fresh. 

6. Untainted, pure; hence, possessed of active 
properties ; invigorating, refreshing. Said esp. of 
air and water. - 

¢1340 Cursor M. 11705 (Trin.) A welle out braste wip 











FRESH. 


stremes clere fresshe & colde. 1390 Gower Conf. III. 16 
There sprang a welle fresh and clere. 14.. Tundale's Vis. 
zo71 Sum of hom thei madyn nesche As is the water that is 
fresche. 1535 CovERDALE Ps, xxii. 1 He..ledeth me to a 
fresh water. 1604 SHAks. Oth. Iv. iii. 45 The fresh Streames 
ran by her, and murmur'd her moanes. 1611 — Cym0. v. 
iii. 71 [Death] hides him in fresh Cups, soft Beds, Sweet 
words. 1648 Gace West Ind. xvii. 117 A fruit named 
Xocotte..it is fresh and cooling. 1667 Mitton P. L. 1. 771% 
They among fresh dews and flowers Flie to and fro, 1692 
Ray Dissol. World 82 The inferiour Air..in the Night so 
very fresh and cold. 1749 BerKELey Word to Wise Wks. 
IIL. 440 It takes the peasant from his smoky cabin into the 
fresh air. 1828 Scott /. MM. Perth xxxii, The desire of 
fresh air..had carried her into the .. garden. 1855 Bain 
Senses & Int. u. ii. §7 Fresh odours..that have an action 
akin to pure air. 

+b. Cool; see Coon a.1 and 1d. Cf. Fr. frazs. 

In Romanic langs. a very prominent sense ; xave in Eng, 

cx400 Maunpev. (1839) iv. 29 Thei .. sytten there [in 
dyches]..for thei may ben the more fressche. 1412-20 Lypa. 
Chron. Troy 11. xi, Fresche alures with lusty hye pynacles. 
1580 Frampton Dial. Yron & Steele 150 The Porche of the 
dore is verye freshe. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. v. 108 Here is 
constantly a fresh Sea breeze all Day, and cooling refresh- 
ing winds in the Night. _ 

. Retaining its original qualities; not deterio- 
tated or changed by lapse of time; not stale, musty, 
or vapid. ‘+ Formerly often reduplicated fresh and 

Jresh (cf. ‘hot and hot’). 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 36 Pe blode was bobe 
warme & fresh, pat of be schankes lete. c1400 Lanfranc’s 
Cirurg. 352 An oynement .. al freisch leie it berto, for be 
more freisch pat it is be bettir it is. 1535 SrEwarT Cron, 
Scot. III. 351 Tua bostis of gude wyne, Baith stark and 
freche. 1535 CoveRDALE Ps. xci[i]. 10 My horne..shal be 
anoynted with fresh oyle. 1577 B. Goocr Hereshach's 
fTusb. wv. (1586) 158 b, See that their nestes bee very cleane, 
and kept still with freshe cleane strawe. 1632 J. HAywarD 
tr. Biondi's Eromena 128 Having restored me with fresh 
egges. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. 11. 55 The other Fish we 
took as we had occasion fresh and fresh. 1805 Dispin in 
Naval Chron. XIII. 393 Burton ale—fresh or stale. 1823 
Lams Elia, Distant Correspondents, As fresh as if it came 
in ice. 1850 LyELL 2nd Visit U.S. xxx. 181 Roots of trees 
and wood in a fresher state than I ever saw them in any 
tertiary formation. 1859 G. Witson Gateways Knowl. 
(ed. 3) 71 The .. Mammoth remains fresh as on the day of 
its death. 

b. czransf. of immaterial things. 

14.. Pol, Rel. & L. Poems (1866) 233 Trewloue is fress & 
euere neu. 1712 Appison Sfect. No. 452 ? 5 By this means 
my Readers will have their News fresh and fresh. 1758 
Jounson /dler No. 14 ® 6 To be able to tell the freshest 
news. 1802 Syp. SmitH Wks. (1859) I. 6/z it is only by the 
fresh feelings of the heart that mankind can be very power- 
fully affected. 1855 KincsLey Westw. Ho ! (1861) 350 The 
genial smile of English mirth fresh on every lip. 

8. Not faded or worn; unfading, unobliterated. 
Said both of material and immaterial things. 

1384 Cuaucer //. Fame ut, 66 They [i.e. the names] were 
As fresshe as men had writen hem there the selve day right. 
1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 303 note, Wee might still have 
them, by continual view of their pictures, in freshe remem- 
brance. 1610 SHaks. 7emz, 1. i. 68 Our garments are now as 
fresh as when we put them on. 1611 Biste 0d xxix. 20 
My glory was fresh in mee. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 365 These 
Roses will retaine..their Colour fresh for a yeare at least, 
1631 GouGE God's Arrows i1.1xxvi. 326 By such memorials 
the memory of Gods mercies is kept fresh. 1641 J. JACK- 
son True Evang. T.1. 69 These antipathies ..do still re- 
maine..as fresh, as if Adam had but falne yesterday. 171% 
Lond. Gaz. No. 4867/4 The Small Pox fresh upon him, 
1732 BerKxeLey Alcifhr. vi. § 27 Men.. who lived..when 
the memory of things was fresh. 1837 DisraeLi Venetia 
1. i, An incident .. as fresh in her memory as if it had 
occurred yesterday. 1849 MacauLtay Hist. Eng. 1. 447 
Samuel Pepys, whose library and diary have kept his name 
fresh to our time. 

9. Not sullied or tarnished; bright and pure in 
colour; blooming, gay. 

¢ 1385 Cuaucer LZ. G, W. Prol. 92 Upon the fresshe daysy 
to beholde, c1386— Kwt.’s 7. 260 The fresshe beautee 
sleeth me sodeynly Of hir that rometh in the yonder place. 
ec 1400 Destr, Troy 997 Iason .. hade fongit pe flese & be 
fresshe gold. 1500-20 Dunsar Thistle & Rose 55 To luke 
vpone his [the sun’s] fresche and blisfull face. 1526 Pilger. 
Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 74 Flourysshe the forenoone neuer 
so fresshe, at the last commeth the euentyde. x55x T. 
Witson Logike (1580) 3 Rhetorike .. setteth forth those 
matters with freshe colours. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1x. 1041 
Flours were the Couch. .Earths freshest, softest lap. 1749 
F. Smiru Voy. Disc. 11. 28 ‘The Green of the Pine .. now 
looked fresh and pleasant. 1797 M. Battur Morb. Anat. 
(1807) 37 He never had a fresh cn meng but it was 
always dark. 180r SourHry 7halaba m1. xxxvii, Her 
cheek Lost its fresh and lively hue. 1860 Tynpatt Glac. 
I, xxv. 177 Scarcely less exquisite than the freshest bloom 
of the Alpine rose. i A 

b. Of personal appearance: Blooming, looking 
healthy or youthful. Often fresh and fair; also 
in proverbial phrases fresh as paint, as a rose, ete. 

¢1385 Cuaucer LZ. G. W. 1191 Dido, An huntyng wolde 
this lusti fresche queene. 1513 DouGLas 4meis vu. x. 29 
Venus, the fresche Goddes.. can draw nere, 1585 App. 
Sanpys Servm. xv. 267 The freshest Gospeller in appear- 
ance, in experience is found not to be the soundest. 1596 
Suaks. Tam. Shr. wv. v. 29 Hast thou beheld a fresher 
Gentlewoman. 1635 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi's Banish'd 

Virg. 94 A widow fresh and faire. 1800-24 CAMPBELL 
Poems, Ritter Bann iv, "Twas the Abbot of St, James's 
monks, A fresh and fair old man. 1815 E. S. Barretrr 
fleroine III, 81 Forth they walked .. as fresh as an oyster. 
Ybid, III. 155 As fresh asa daisy. 1877 Mrs. OLIPHANT 
Makers Flor. vi. 172 The fresh country ladies had to be 
warned against Gpollings their natural roses with paint. 1881 
Dr. Gheist 217 Though nearly seventy years of age, he is 
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still hale and ‘fresh as paint’. 1885 RusseLt in Harpers 
Mag. Apr. 763/2 [They] see him emerge from his carriage, 
after a long journey, ‘ fresh as a rose’. 

+c. Gaily attired, finely dressed. Ods. 

¢ 1440 Generydes 2037 Ther coursers trappid in the fressest 
wise. c1460 Paston Lett. No. 437 I1. 86 Perys of Legh 
come to Lynne opon Cristynmesse Even in the fresshest wise. 
1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Ciij, To array and make me 
fresshe forthem. 1530 Patscr. 623/2 My maystresse maketh 
her fresshe, I wene she go out to some feest to daye. a 1533 
Lp. Berners Huon Ixviii. 235 They rose & apparelled them 
in fresshe arraye. 1577-87 Hotinsuep Chrox. III. 807/2 
With manie a fresh gentleman riding before them. 

10. Not exhausted or fatigued; full of vigour 
and energy; brisk, vigorous, active. *t Of a coun- 
try: Of unexhausted fertility. 

a. 1297 R. Grouc. (1724) 397 An hondred kny3tes, pur 
fersse & sound. c1350 Will. Palerne 3633 A fersche ost 
hem to help hastili per come. 

B. c12z05 Lay. 9418 To heo eoden alle afoten: & swide 
freche weoren. 13.. K. Adis. 2405 He hadde y-hud .. xx. 
thousand, That scholden come, on fresche steden. ¢1330 R. 
Brunner Chron. (1810) 103 pe kyng a seknes hent, be dede him 
tok alle fresse. c1400 Melayne 1528 Oure Britons bolde that 
fresche come in Thoghte that [etc.]. c1450 Merlin 108 
Kynge Aguysas. .a freisshe yonge knyght, and with hym v C 
knyghtes. 1523 Lp, Berners F’roiss. I. cccxxxix. 532 They 
were nat strong ynough to abyde them that were fresshmen, 
for theymselfe were sore traueyled. 1538 Starkey England 
1, 1. 26 The mornyng, when our wyttys be most redy and 
fresch. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 21 He 
mounted first on the one fresh horse, and afterwards upon 
the other, posting on. 1648 Gace West Ind. xiii. 74 This 
Country is very fresh and plentifull. 1843 James Vorest 
Days v, Take with you three of your fellows whose horses 
are the freshest. 1863 Miss Brappon ¥. Marchmont 11. 
i. 3, I never felt fresher in my life. 1882 Daily Te/. 3 Jan., 
Ignition is probably the freshest of all the veterans. 

absol. 1594 Dante Compl. Rosamond cii, Or whilst we 
spend the freshest of our time, The sweet of youth in plot- 
ting in the ayre; Alas how oft we fall, hoping to clime. 

+b. Recruited, refreshed, rested. Ods. 

c 1489 Caxton Sounes of Aymon vii. 162 Whan thei shall 
be fresshe, thenne shall ye mow make werre. 1700 DrypDEN 
Theod. § Honoria 187 Nor lies she long, but .. Springs up 
to life, and fresh to second pain Is saved to-day, to-morrow 
to be slain, 


+11. Ready, eager. Const. Zo, also zo with zxf- 

€1200 OrMIN 6348 A33 himm birrp beon fressh bzrto [i. e. 
to worship God]. c¢1340 Cursor IM. 18060 (Fairf.), Was 
nevir ern so fresh to flight. 1340 Hampote Pr. Consc. 1254 
Enmys thre .. Pat, to assayle us here, er ay freshe. 1613 
Suaks. Hen. VII/,1.1. 3 Euer since a fresh Admirer of what 
I saw there. 

+b. Ready to eat or drink; having an appetite 
or inclination. Also, fresh and fasting. Obs. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 840 Drinking a filthy 
liquor, whereto they said ‘Tobacco made them fresh. 1698 
Fryer Acc. £. India & P. 92 They will fresh and fasting, 
besprinkle themselves with the Stale of a Cow. 

12. Of the wind: Having considerable force, 
strong; formerly, springing up again (ods.). 
Hence, of the ‘way’ of a ship: Speedy, steady. 
Also quasi-adv. in to blow fresh. Cf. Fr. frais. 

41533 Lo. Berners Huon |xi, 213 They .. lyft vp theyr 
saylles & so had a good freshe wynde. 1582 N. LicHEriELD 
tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xxvi. 66 Uppon a sodayne 
there came a fresh gale of Winde. 1627 Capt. Smitu Sea- 
man’s Gram. x. 46 A fresh Gale is that doth .. presently 
blow after a calme. 1659 D. PELL Jwepr. Sea 322 It is a 
long time ere a ship can bee put upon the stayes when shee 
has her freshest way. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2181/4 The 
Wind blowing very fresh .. forced into the Downs a Dutch 
Man of War. 1719 De For Crusoe 1, x, Not making such 
fresh Way as I did before. 1765 Brice in PAzl. Trans. 
LVI. 226 The velocity of the wind on May the 6th, when it 
blew a fresh gale. 1805 Netson in Nicolas Disp. (1846) 
VII. 77 If it comes on to blow fresh I shall make the signal 
for Boats to repair on board, 1878 Jevons Prim. Pol. 
£con, 29 The miller grinds corn when the breeze is fresh. 


13. With regard to the use of drink, in two oppo- 
site senses: a. Sober. Now only Sc. b. Exhi- 
larated by drink ; partially intoxicated ; ‘ half seas 


over’. 

a. ¢1425 Seven Sag.(P.) 1226 He was freche, he was 
nought dronke. 1628 W. Yonce Diary 113 The Lord Den- 
bigh scarce fresh any day after the morning. 1822 Scorr 
bad xxiv, ‘Our great udaller is weel eneugh when he is 

resh, ; 

b. 1812 Sporting Mag. XL. 174 On his return home, 
rather fresh. 1829 Marrvar /. Mildmay xiii, 1 could get 
‘fresh’..when in good company. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley 
ili. 31 For my notion was, they were all fresh. 


14, Sc. and north. dial. Of the weather: a. Open, 


not frosty. b. Wet. 

1782 Sir J. Sincrair Observ, Sc. Dial. 49 Fresh weather. 
Open weather. 1790 Grose Prov. Gloss. (ed. 2) s. v., 
How’s t’ weather to-day? Why fresh; i.e. it rains. 1795 
Statist. Acc. Scot., Stirlings. XV. 319 note, Our winters.. 
have been open and fresh, as it is termed. 1827 Sporting 
Mag. XX. 363 What is called in Durham ‘ fresh weather’, 
alias rain. 1880 Daily News 29 Dec. 2/1 There were indi- 
cations of fresh weather..The fresh became less marked. 

15. Comb., as fresh-looking, + fresh-new adjs. 
Chiefly parasynthetic, as fresh-coloured, -com- 
plextoned, -faced, -hearted, (-heartedness), -leaved, 
+-looked, +-suited, -tinctured adjs. Similarly fresh- 
button, -skin vbs., fresh-dooring vbl. sb. 

1771 Foote Maid of B.1. Wks, 1799 II. 213 To turn the 
lace, and *fresh-button the suit. 1608-11 Br, Hatt Med?t. 
& Vowes i. § 24 *Fresh coloured wares, if they bee often 
opened, leese their brightnesse. 1848 Dickens Dombey 
xxxi, With a fresh-coloured face. 1686 Lond. Gaz, 2156/4 
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A Girl of about 11 years of Age..light brown hair, and 
*fresh Complectioned. 1892 E. Reeves Homeward Bound 
117 A... fresh-complexioned, quiet, fair man. 1824 Miss 
Mirrorp Village Ser, 1. (1863) 250 By dint of whitening, 
sash-windowing and *fresh-dooring, the old ample farm- 
house has become a very genteel-looking residence. 1862 
H. Marryat Year in Sweden 11. 354 *Fresh-faced girls sit 
knitting by their myrtles, 1837 HawrHorne 7wice-told T. 
(1851) II. viii. 123 But I cried the *fresh-hearted New Year. 
1870 [llustr, Lond. News 29 Oct. 438 The *fresh-heartedness, 
generosity, and heroism which seagoing has a manifest 
aptitude to nourish. 1657 Coxatne Odstinate Lady 1. i, 
That dost..in *fresh-leaved woods delight! 1714 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 5249/4 One William Williams, a “fresh look’d Boy. 
1848 H. Rocrers Zss. (1860) III. 314 The *fresh-looking 
masonry of yesterday. 1608 SHaxs. Per. ut. i. 41 This 
*fresh-new sea-farer. 1836 E. Howarp &. Reefer xxii, I had 
*fresh skinned myself. 1638 Forp Vawcies 1. iii, Enter 
Livio, *fresh suited. 1743 Savace Lady Tyrconnel 43 
*Fresh-tinctur’d like a summer-evening sky. 
B. adv. 

1. In a fresh manner, freshly (see senses of the 
adj.); newly; ‘+ clearly; + eagerly; ‘+ gaily; 
+ strongly. Also Law, immediately. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Kzt.’s 7. 190 Y-clothed was she fresh, for 
to devyse. c1420 Anturs of Arth. iv, Fresche thay folo 
the fare. c1470 Henry Wadlace vu. 1423 With the small 
pype, for it most fresche will call. 1500-20 DunsBar Poenzs 
Ixxxvii. 26 New of thi knop, at morrow fresche atyrit. 1523 
Sxetton Gar/. Laurel 39 A pavylyon..garnysshed fresshe 
after my fantasy. 1393 SHaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, 1. ii. 188 The 
Heyfer dead, and bleeding fresh. 1622 Crt. & Times Fas. I 
(1849) II. 336 Speak fresh that way. @ 1626 Bacon Jax. 
& Uses Com. Law (1636) 64 If fresh after the goods were 
stolne, the true owner maketh pursuit. 1676 Lapy CHawortHu 
in 12th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. v. 29 There is 4 
pound of [comfits] and made fresh for you of the purest 
sugar. 1684 T. Burnet 7%. Larth 1.145 When the earth 
was fresh broken. 1709 tr. Poncet’s Voy. ALthiopia 11 Thick 
Beer..being bad to keep, they are forc’d to make it Fresh, 
almost every Hour. 1737 WuISston Josephus’ Hist. 1. xiv. 
§ 4 Anthony .. remembering very fresh the wars he had 
gone through. 1747 Westey Prim. Physic (1762) 107 
Plantane root fresh digged up. 1777 SHERIDAN Sch. Scand. 
u. ii, M/vs. Can. She has a charming fresh colour. Lady T. 
Yes, when it is fresh put on. 


2. Comb. chiefly with pres. and pa. pples., as 
Sresh-armed, -baked, -bleeding, -blooming, -blowing, 
-blown, -boiled, -born, -bréaking, -caught, -coined, 


_-comer, -cropt, -drawn, -fallen, -forged, -killed, 


-made, -quilted, -rankling, -rubbed, -slaughtered, 
-thrashed, -thrown, -turned,-watered; fresh-run @., 
(a fish, esd. a salmon) that has lately run up from 


the sea. 

1835 STEWART Cron. Scot. 11. 379 Ane new *fresche armit 
gard. 1849-52 Topp Cycl. Anat. 1V. 844/2 *Fresh-baked 
brown bread. 1718 Pore Z/iad xv. 698 His side, *fresh- 
bleeding with the dart. 1735 SomERVILLE Chase 1. 110 In 
each smiling Countenance appears * Fresh-blooming Health. 
1671 Mitton Samzson 10 The breath of Heav’n*fresh-blowing, 
pure and sweet. 1632 — L’ Allegro 22 *Fresh-blown roses 
washed in dew. 1833 Marryar P. Simple (1863) 243 Look- 
ing as red and hot asa *fresh-boiled lobster. 1708 J. Puirirs 
Cyder u. 438 Can they refuse to usher in The *fresh-born 
Year with loud Acclaim, 1817 Byron Manfred 1, ii, And 
thou, *fresh breaking Day, and you, ye Mountains, Why 
are ye beautiful? 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom’s C. xx, 
I thought I would make you a present of a *fresh-caught 
specimen. 1785 CraBBe Newspaper 82 The *fresh-coin’d 
lie. 1890 Spectator 4 Oct., *Fresh-comers from England 
and elsewhere. 1777 Potter “4schylus’ Supplicants go 
Why. .fly you to these Gods for refuge, Holding these *fresh- 
cropt branches crown’d with wreaths? 1872 Lever Ld. 
Kilgobbin\v, A *fresh-drawn cork. 1885 Mort. Rev. 1 Feb, 
170 No doubt the thawing of *fresh-fallen snow is not 
pleasant. 1856 R. A. Vaucuan Mystics (1860) I. 17x With- 
out loss of time, *fresh-forged anathemas are come. 1700 
S. L. tr. Pryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 238 Vhe Gutts of their Cattle 
*fresh killed. 1648 Herrick Hesfer., Corinna’s going a 
Maying (1869) 69 Aurora throwes her faire *Fresh-quilted 
colours through the aire. 1763 J. Brown Poetry & Mus. 
vi. 100 Inward Grief, *fresh-rankling in his Soul. 1896 
Daily News 2 Apr. 8/5 It had a *fresh-rubbed sore under 
the collar. 1863 Kincstey Water Bab. 83 As clean as a 
*fresh-run salmon. 1718 Pore //iad xvi. 198 Some tall stag, 
*fresh-slaughter’d in the wood. 1883 Goole Weekly Times 
7 Sept. 2/6 Very little *fresh-thrashed wheat has been 
marketed during the past week. 1821 Keats /saded/a xlvi, 
She gazed into the *fresh-thrown mould. 1777 Warton 
First of April 29 The *fresh-turn’d soil. 1535 CoVERDALE 
Isa. lviii. 11 Thou shalt be like a *freshwatred garden. 
1744 AKENSIDE Pleas. Imag. 11. 365 That .. verdant lawn, 
Fresh-water’d from the mountains, 

C. sb.1 

1. [The adj. used adso/. passing into a sb.] The 
fresh part or period (of a day, year, etc.). 

1715 JanE Barxer Lxilius II. 22 They went to divert 
themselves ina cool Walk, during the fresh of the Morning. 
@1734 Nortu Lives I. 192 And for that work he took the 
fresh of the morning. 1883 Hoime Ler Loving & Serving 
I. xy. 288 In the fresh of the morning it is the greatest de- 
light. 1 Lowe t Le?z. (1894) II. 382 The robins..keep 
on pretending it is the fresh of the year. 

2. A rush of water or increase of the stream in 
a river; afreshet, flood. Also, a flood of fresh water 
flowing into the sea; esf. an ebb tide, whose force 


is increased by heavy rains. Freq. in f/. 

1538 Letanp //im. III. 136 Lichet Village and an Arme 
out of Pole Water beting with a litle fresch. c1682 J. 
Cottins Making Salt in Eng. 10 Sometimes there are great 
freshes in the River of Tyne. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. India 
& P.25 We met with the Freshes off the Shore caused by 
the Upland Rains. 1749 F. Smiru Voy. Disc. 11. 3x And 
the Freshes or Landwaters, the Snow being mostly dis- 
solved, very much abated. 1764 Phil. Trans. LIV. 83 The 











FRESHEN. 


officers observed the king’s boat to float suddenly, which 
they attributed to a great fresh. 1787 M. Cutter in Zzfz, 
Frnls. & Corr. (1888) II. 40x The high freshes..will bear 
a vessel of any burden..out to sea. 1848 S. W. WiLLIAMS 
Middle Kingdom \. i. 18 The banks are not so low as to be 
injured or overflown to any great extent by the freshes. 

b. A sudden increase (of wind) ; a gust, squall. 

1719 DE For Crusoe t. iii, If I should be taken witha 
fresh of wind. 1823 Scoressy Whale Fishery 23 In the 
afternoon we had a fresh of wind. 

3. A pool, spring or stream of fresh water. 

1571 HanMER Chron. Trel. (1633) 63 A small fresh or brook 
that falleth into the Nure. 1610 Suaks. Tem, mt. ii. 75 
He shall drinke naught but brine, for ’le not shew him 
Where the quicke Freshes are. 1612 Cart. SmitH Map 
Virginia 13 It groweth like a flagge in low muddy freshes, 
1791 CowrEr /liad u. 952 Brouzed On celery wild, from 
watery freshes gleaned [eAed@pemrov te céAcvov]. 1817 KEATS 
Lett, Wks. 1889 III. 53, I see Carisbrooke Castle from my 
window, and have found several delightful wood-alleys.. 
and quiet freshes. 

4. A freshwater stream running out into a tide- 
way ; the part of a tidal river next above the salt 
water; also, the land or lands adjoining this part. 
Freq. in p7. Now U.S. 

1634 Relat, Ld. Baltimore's Plantat. (1865) 12 It runs vp 
to the North about 20 miles before it comes to the fresh. 1658 
R. Franck Worth. Mem. (1694) 173 Here the Salmon 
relinquish the Salts because by the Porposses pursued up 
the Freshes. 1683 W. Penn Wes. (1782) IV. 313 The Swedes 
[inhabit] the freshes of the river Delaware. — Let. to 
North in Pa, Hist. Soc. Mem. 1, 412 We are one hundred 
and thirty miles from the main sea, and forty miles up the 
freshes. 1686 Laws of Maryland (176s) ii, At Pile’s Fresh, 
on both Sides of the said Fresh. 1689 Banister Virginia 
in Phil. Trans. XVII. 668, I have sent you what Muscles 
our Freshes afford. 1693 J. CLayton Acc. Virginia in 
Misc, Cur. (1708) III. 297 In the Freshes they more rarely 
are troubled with the Seasonings. 1705 BreverLtey fist. 
Virginia u. ii. 6 By running up into the Freshes with the 
Ship..during the Five or Six Weeks, that the Worm is thus 
above Water. Jd7d. iii. 11 Mawborn Hills in the Fresh** 
of James River. 1708 O_tpmixon Brit. Empire Amer. 1. 
151 This part of the Delaware is call’d the Freshes. 1896 
P, A. Bruce Econ, Hist. Virginia 1. 500 note, His planta- 
tion. .was situated in the freshes of Rappahannock River. 

+ Fresh, 5.2. Ods—' [?var. of FrusH sd.1] 
An onset, rush. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 4730 The fresshe was so felle of the 
furse grekes.. That [etc.]. 

Fresh, v. [f. Frusa a.; cf. F. fratchir (OF. 
Jreschir intr. in the 12th c.).] 

+1. trans. To make fresh. a. To refresh, re- 
cruit, strengthen; also, to increase. b. To renew, 
repair. @. Naut. Zo fresh the hawse: see 
FRESHEN v. 3. Obs. 

a. ?a1366 CHAucerR Rom. Rose 1513 He thoughte of 
thilke water shene To drinke and fresshe him wel withalle. 
1380 Lay Folks Catech. (Lamb. MS.) 119 Crist wolde bat 
our hope were freschyd in hym. a1420 Padllad. on Husb. 1. 
291 As diuers men han done to fresshe her fame. 14.. 
Sir Beues (1885) 134/77 (MSS. CM.) The watur him freschyd, 
pat was colde. 1823 Lp. Berners /’7oiss. I. cxl. 167 They 
of Calays were often tymes..fresshed by stelth. ¢ 1586 
C’ress Pemproke Ps. cxtvu. iii, [He who] Fresheth the 
mountaines with such meedfull spring. 1635 QuaRLEes Zmb/. 
I. xi. (1718) 45 And fresh their tired souls with strength- 
restoring sleep. 1890 B. L. GiLDERSLEEVE Ess. § Stud. 190 
Now stay..And fresh your life anon. 

b. ©1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1.727 They make Her water 
thryes fresshed euery day. 1513 Churchw. Acc., St. Mary 
hill, London (Nichols 1797) 107 For freshynge the canopy 
at the high awter. 1606 SyLvesTER Dz Bartas t. iv. 1. 
Trophets 325 With fresh assaults freshing their fury so. 
1635 Quartes L7mbd. ut. (1857) 268 Groans fresh’d with 
vows and vows made salt with tears. 

ec. 1692 Capt. Smith's Seaman's Gram. 1. xvi. 78 Fresh 
the Hawse. 

2. intr. + Of the wind: To become fresh, to 
begin to blow fresh. Also with wp. Occas. of the 


sea: To become lively, roughen. 

1599 Haxtuyt Voy. I]. 107 The 16. the winde freshed, and 
we passed by Mount Carmel. 1659 B. Harris Parival’s 
Tron Age 282 The wind freshing westwardly, the English 
bore in..hard among them, a1691 FLaveL Sea-Deliver. 
(1754) 157 The wind freshed up, and began to blow a brisk 
gale. 1775 E. Witp Jrvxi. in Proc. Mass. Hist, Soc. Ser. 11. 
II. 267 The wind freshing we got clear after several tacks. 
1892 [see Zf/. a.]. 

Hence Fre‘shing v/. s6., renewal, refreshment ; 
(of a wound) recrudescence ; Fre‘shing ///. a. 

21533 Lp. Berners Hon cxxxii. 488 Thou nedyste nc 
fere of any fresshynge nor of more fourtherynge for me. 
1591 SPENSER Dafhn. 26, I walkt abroad to breath the fresh- 
ing ayre. 1612 T. Taytor Com. Titus iii. 7 Abrahams 
bosome, wherein the Saints receiue freshing. 1613-16 W. 
Browne 4rit. Past, 1. iv, Her skill in herbs might helpe 
remove The freshing of a wound which he had got. 1892 
Daily News 30 Nov. 3/1 He can paint the freshing sea when 
the tide runs in. 

Freshen (fre‘fon, fre'fn), v. 
-EN 5.] ; 

1. intr. To become fresh. a. Of the wind: To 
begin to blow fresh ; to increase in strength. Also 


with wf. Const. z/o. 

1697 Dampier Voy. I. iv. 79 The wind came about to the 
Eastward and freshened upon us. 1760 G. WasHINGTON 
Writ. (1889) 11. 143 The Wind freshened up as the Evening 
came on. 1836 MarryaT A/idsh. Easy xvil, The wind now 
freshened fast. 1884 Par Lustace 197 The wind was again 
freshening into a gale. f 

b. To assume a fresh look; to become bright or 


vivid ; to brighten. 
68 


[f. FRESH a. + 


FRESHER. 


1819-20 W. Irvine Sketch Bk., Christm. Dinner (1865) 281 
How truly is a kind heart a fountain of gladness, making 
everything in its vicinity to freshen into smiles! 1848 C. 
Bronte 3. Lyre ix, A greenness grew over those brown 
beds, which freshening daily, suggested the thought that 
Hope traversed them at night. 

ce. To grow fresh; to lose salt or saltness. 

1864 in WEBSTER; whence in mod. Dicts. 

2. zrans. To make FRESH, in various senses: esf. 
to recruit, renew, revive, give freshness to; to re- 
move salt or saltness from. Also with 2. 

1749 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. 11. 14 Water Holes .. were cut 
in the Ice, for freshening the Meat. 1764 GoLpsm, 77av. 
246 Freshen'd from the wave the zephyr blew. 1777 Rosert- 
son Hist. Amer, (1778) I. 11. 138 It freshens the ocean many 
leagues with its fl 180r Mar. Epcewortu Belinda 
(1833) II. xxi. 90 Let in a little air to freshen the room. 1805 
Soutuey in Ann. Rev. III. 227 [They] get into the suburbs 
..and freshen themselves for the confinement of the week to 
come, 1808 — Le?t. (1856) II. 94 He will beat the Austrians, 
and freshen his popularity in France by so doing. 1856 
Lowe t Lett. (1894) I. 254 It would freshen up my Italian. 
1860-1 FLo. NIGHTINGALE Nursing 70 It freshens up a sick 
person’s whole mind to see ‘the baby’. 1863 Gro. ExioT 
Romola t. i, The good wives of the market freshened their 
utensils. 187x NapHeys Prev. § Cure Dis. 1. iii. 95. It is 
freshened with carbonic acid gas. 1874 Deutscu Renz. 258 
And must we again freshen up their memory? 1877 Good- 
holme’s Dom, Cycl. 113 (Cent.) Freshen [salt codfish] by 
leaving it in water an hour. 

3. NMaut. ‘To relieve (a rope) of its strain, or 
danger of chafing, by shifting or removing its place 
of nip’ (Adm. Smyth). Zo freshen hawse, the nip; 
to pay out more cable, so as to change the place 
of the part exposed to friction. Zo freshen ballast: 
‘to divide or separate it, so as to alter its position’ 
(Adm. Smyth). Zo freshen way : of a ship, to in- 
crease the speed; also ¢vansf. of a passenger or 
traveller. 

1855 Capt. Cuamier Jy Trav. I. xi. 177, I freshened my 
way, and got home as quickly as possible. : 

Hence Fre‘shened, Fre‘shening /7/. adjs. Also 
Fre‘shener, something that freshens; sec. a spell 
of exercise for ‘ freshening’ a horse. 

1794 Mrs. Ranciirre Myst. Udolpho xvi, 1 .. bid the 
freshen’d waters glide .. Through winding woods and pas- 
tures wide. 1817 Moore Lalla R. (1824) 223 Gave her 
cheeks all the freshened animation of a flower that [etc.]. 
1884 Advance (Chicago) 13 Mar., Change of method will be 
a freshener of interest. 1889 Mrs. Ranpoten New ve I. 
i, 11, I thought of taking the bays out for a freshener on the 
cliff. 1894 West. Gaz. 31 Aug. 3/1 The simplest form of 
this grafting process is the bringing together of ‘freshened’ 
edges of flesh. 

Fresher ! (fre‘far). [f Fresu ¢.+-Er1.] One 
who or that which comes fresh. a. Univ. slang: 
= FRESHMAN. b. A fresh breeze. Hence Fre’sher- 
dom, the condition of a freshman. 

1882 Society 14 Oct. 4/2 The entry of freshers is about two 
hundred under the average. 1891 Duncan Ammer. Girl Lond. 
254 According to the pure usage of Oxonian English, he was 
a ‘Fresher’. 1894 #ze/d 9 June 836/2 The Britannia took 
in her flying jib, a fresher from off St. Mary’s Marshes 
laying on until the Prince of Wales’s cutter was fairly foam- 
ing. 1895 19¢/ Cent, Nov. 363 Emergence from the condition 
of ‘fresherdom’, 

Fresher?. dial. A young frog. 

1823 in Moor Suffolk Words. 1896 Blackw. Mag. Mar. 
ar4 He loved to catch ‘freshers’ and let them hop down his 
throat. 

Freshet (fre‘fét). Also 8 evvon. fresh shot. 
[f. Fresu 56.1 + -nr; or possibly a. OF. freschet 
adj., dim. of /rezs Fresu a. (cf. fontaine frechette, 
16th c. in Godef.).] 

1. A small stream of fresh water. 
sb.1 3. Obs. exc. poet. 

1598 Hax.uyt Voy. I. 113 Freshets distilling from the said 
mountaines. .do fall into the lake. TL. Dare in A. 


Cf, FRESH 


1611 SiR * 
Brown Genesis U.S. (1890) I. 507 A shallop necessarie and 
propper to discover freshetts, Rivers and Creekes. 1674 
Jossetyn Voy. New Eng. 160 Gardens, well watered with 
springs and small freshets. 1827 CARLYLE Germ. Romance 
IV, xiii. 215 The Traveller..skirts, on the dry lea, many 
a little freshet. 1887 Bowen Virg. A’neid 1. 168 A cave.. 
sweet Fountain freshets within it. 

2. A stream or rush of fresh water flowing into 


the sea. Cf. FRESH 50.1 2. 

1596 L. Krymis in Hakluyt’s Voy. (1600) III. 673 The 
freshets .. grow strong and swift, setting directly off to sea 
against the wind, x72 Battey, /vesh Shot ..is when any 
great River falls into the Sea. 187x TynDALL Pragm. Sc. 
(1879) I. vii. 238 He hugged the cross freshets instead of 
striking out into the smoother water. 

3. A flood or overflowing of a river caused by 


heavy rains or melted snow. 

1654 E. Jounson Wond.-wrkg. Provid. (1867) 45 Her 
scituation is neere to a River, whose strong freshet at break- 
ing up of Winter filleth all her Bankes. 1784 M. CuTLerin 
Life, Frnls. & Corr. (1888) 1. 100 The freshet in the river... 
was so sudden that cattle. . were in danger of being drowned. 
1837 C. T. Jackson 1s¢ Rep. Geol. Maine 109 The loose 
materials .. are deposited along river courses, especially 
during freshets. 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 142 In a flood, or 
freshet, the water is always highly charged with detritus. 

transf. and jig. 1858 O. W. Hoitmes Aut. Breakf-t. 
(1883) 196 A feast of reason and a regular ‘freshet’ of soul. 
“- Mark Twain Junoc, Abr. xvii. 116, I never saw such 
a freshet of loveliness before. 1886 Mrs. Pers Burglars 
in Par, ix. 155 Freshets of circulars poured over the land. 

atirib, 1865 M. C. Harris St. Philif’s xxiv. 173 Rough 
bridges. .left gaping from freshet-time to freshet-time. 1875 
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in Buckland Log-bh. 364 It is always in a freshet season that 
the Channel cuts down the Frampton side. 1895 J. Winsor 
Mississ. Basin 14 Evans..puts the ordinary freshet rise at 
twenty feet. ‘ 

Hence Pre‘shet v. ¢vazs., to flood as with a 


freshet ; in ack Sig. 

1865 Mrs. Wuitney Gayworthys Il. 179 The winds .. 
fresheted all the waysides..with a down-pour of colour. 

Freshful (fre‘{ful),a. rare. [f. FRESHa. + -FUL.] 
Full of freshness; refreshing. Hence Fre‘shfulness. 

1830 /raser’s Mag. I. 426 Fragrant breezes, freshful 
showers. @1859 L. Hunt Poewis (1860) 234, I took a long 
deep draught of silent freshfulness. 

Fre‘shhood. U.S. = FRESHMANHOOD. 

1836 Harvardiana III. No. 555. p. 98 When to the college 
I came in the first dear day of my freshhood. 


Freshish (fre‘fif), a. [f. FresH a. + -1sH.] 
Somewhat fresh ; in senses of FRESH a. 

7 Ricuarpson Pamela I. 170 If the Mould should look 
a little freshish, it wont be so much suspected. 1798 
Lavy Hunter in Sir M2. Hunter's Fru. (1894) 123 All the 
gales..are..a little fresh, or freshish. 1824 E_raminer 555/2 
He was freshish..neither drunk nor sober. 1862 T. A. 
Trotiove Marietta I. i. 6 ‘It is freshish’ .. pulling up the 
fur collar. 1865 Examiner 18 Mar. 163 Sims, a waterman, 
says there was a freshish wind, but no surf. 

+ Fre‘sh-lap. O/s. = Dewar I. 

1398 [see Dew ar]. 

Freshly (fre‘fli), adv. 
In a fresh manner. 

1. Newly ; lately ; recently. (Now only with ppl. 
adjs.) 

c 1325 Body § Soul 255 in Map’s Poems (Camden) 343 
Whoder thoustest thou fere, That were thus freshliche from 
me gon? 1480 Caxton Descr. Brit. 56 New comen in to 
Irlonde fresshly after the martirdome of seint Thomas of 
Caunterbury. 1610 SHaks. Zevzf. v. i. 236 Where we, in all 
our trim, freshly beheld Our royall, good, and gallant Ship. 
1648 BoyLe Seraph. Love xxvi. (1700) 159 As I freshly inti- 
mated, I..fear..your tir’d Patience..doth summon me to 
leave you. 1703 MauNDRELL Journ. Ferus, (1721) Add. 3 
The banks were freshly wet. 1812 Byron Ch, Har. 1. lxviil, 
Yells the mad crowd o’er entrails freshly torn. 1856 FRoUDE 
Hist. Eng. 1. 276 The excommunication of the king was 
then freshly published. 

b. Anew, afresh. Now raze. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 508 He bled freshly. 
1617 WitHerR /idelia Juvenilia (1633) 458 Downe againe 
we set And freshly in that sweete discourse went on. 1892 
Bookman Oct. 27/2 An additional reason for freshly intro- 
ducing him..to English readers. j 

2. With unabated or renewed vigour. ‘Also 
fiercely, eagerly (0és.). 

c1380 Will. Palerne 1190 William ginnes ride fresly to- 
ward here fos. 1375 Barsour Bruce vu. 166 And fell rycht 
freschly for till ete. 14.. Fencing w. Two-Handed Sword 
in Rel. Ant, I. 309 Fresly smyte thy strokis by dene. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 121 The trees & flowres dyd 
..sprynge moost fresshly. 1577-87 HoLtnsHED Chroz. III. 
8x8/r Three score archers shot freshlie at their enimies. 
1598 Stow Srv. 348 He was.. freshly pursued. 1678 
Dryven & Ler Zazpus wv. Wks. 1883 VI. 205 Fate seemed 
to wind him up for four score years; Yet freshly ran he 
on ten winters more. 1849 W. M. W. Cati Reverberat. 
1. 8 Again the life-tree freshlier springs. 1882 SwinBURNE 
Mary Stuart i. ii. 82, 1 would sleep On this strange news 
of thine, that being awake I may the freshlier front my sense 
thereof. : ; 

b. With respect to the wind; Briskly; with 


considerable force. 

1399 Pol. Poenis (Rolls) I. 415 They .. bare a topte saile 
affor the wynde ffresshely, to make a good ffare. 1850 
Tennyson /2 JZenz. xcv, [A breeze] gathering freshlier over- 
head, Rock’d the full-foliaged elms. 1885 Manch. Exant. 
ro Sept. 5/5 It has been blowing freshly from W-S-W, 

8. With undiminished intensity, purity, distinct- 


ness, etc. 

¢ 1369 Cuaucer Dethe Blaunche 1228 And love hiralwey 
freshly newe. 1660 CowLry His Mazesties Restoration 
iv, That name of Cromwell, which does freshly still The 
Courses of so many Sufferers fill. 1720 Pope /Zad xvi. 
621 One held a living foe, that freshly bled With new-made 
wounds. 1888 Burcon Lives 12 Gd. Men 1. Pref. 9 While 
yet the man lives freshly in the memory of his fellows. 

4. With fresh appearance, odour, etc. 

1600 Suaks. A. Y. L. 11. ii. 243 Looks he as freshly, as he 
did the day he wrastled?_ 1819 Byron Yan u. clxix, And 
every morn his colour freshlier came. 1883 STEVENSON 
Treas. Isl, 111. xiv, The air..smelt more freshly than down 
beside the marsh. 

+5. Gaily, with magnificence. Ods. 

c1400 Destr, Troy 6206 A chariot..Framet ouer fresshly 
with frettes of perle. 1470-85 Matory Arthur in. i, So 
they rode fresshly with grete royalte. 1523 Lp. BerNers 
froiss. L. xvi. 16 Ladyes and damozelles freshly apparayled. 

6. Comb. with pa. pples., as freshly-blown, -fallen, 
-named, -opened adjs. 

1661 BoyLe Spring of Air u. iv. (1682) 49 The one is that 
freshly-named Mr, Townly and divers ingenious persons, 
etc. 1860 TynDALL Glac.1. iv. 34 The melting of freshly 
fallen mountain snow. 1861 L. L. Noster /cedergs 140 
Freshly blown lilacs. 1876 Gro. Evior Dan. Der. IV. Ixi. 
216 She. .looked out like a freshly-opened flower. 


Freshman (fre‘fmen).  [f. Frusu a.+Man,] 
1. A new comer; a novice ; a ‘new hand’. Used 


by Cheke for +a proselyte. 

c1sso Curke Matt. xxiii. 15 Ie go about both bi see and 
land to maak oon freschman. a@1627 MippLETon Move 
Dissemblers u. iv, Vl trust no freshman with such secrets. 
1679 Burnet fist. Ref. I. 490 Cranmer was an old and 
experienced captain, and was not to be troubled by freshmen 
and novices. 1708 Royal Proclam. 26 June in Lond. Gaz. 
No. 4452/2 The Masters of Fishing-Ships .. do neglect to 


[f. FRESH @. + -Ly 2,] 














FRESHWATER. 


produce Certificates of their Compliments of Green Men or 
Fresh Men. 1871 B. Taytor Faust (1875) I1.u. i. 89 Shy 
and unsophisticated I, as honest freshman, waited. 

attrib. 1833 WHEWELL in Todhunter Acct. Whewell’s 
Writ. (1876) 11. 164 We freshman reviewers are too serious 
for Lockhart. 

2. A student during his first year, esp. his first 


term, at a University. 

1596 NasHE Saffron Walden 4 He was but yet a fresh- 
man in Cambridge. 1628 Earte Microcosm., Gentl. of 
Univ. (Arb.) 44 At Tennis .. when hee can once play a Set, 
he is aFresh-man no more. 1682 SHADWELL Lanc. Witches 
1. Bj b, Your Master of Artship That made you lord it over 
Boys and Freshmen. 1782 M. Cutter in Life, Fruls. & 
Corr. (1888) II. 206 The admission of so large a class of 
Freshmen the last year .. is matter of agreeable surprise. 
1853 ‘C. Beve’ Verdant Green iii, Freshmen cannot learn 
the mysteries of college etiquette in a day. 

b. Comb. as freshman-class U.S., ‘the lowest 
of the four classes in an American college (Web- 
ster 1890) ; freshman-sophomore U.S. (see quot. 
1851) also shortened fresh-soph(omore). 

1847 Vale Lit. Mag. X11. 114, | was a Fresh-Sophomore 
then, and a waiter in the commons’ hall. 185: B. H. Hatt 
College Words, Fresh-soph, an abbreviation of Freshman- 


Sophomore. One who enters college in the Sophomore 
year, having passed the time of the Freshman year elsewhere. 


Hence Fre‘shmanhood, the condition or state of 
a freshman; the period during which it lasts; 
Freshmacnic a@., of or pertaining to a freshman ; 
+Freshmanly a. = prec.; Fre'shmanship = 
Sreshmanhobd; also humorous, the personality of 


a freshman. 

1568 C. Watson Polyé. To Rdr., Thus I put forth this my 
freshmanly enterprise. 1605 B. Jonson Volfone tv. i. (Rtldg.) 
195/2 Well, wise sir Pol, since you have practised thus 
Upon my freshman-ship, I'll try your salt-head, What proof 
itis against acounter-plot. 1617 Hates Servwz. 9 This young 
fencer hath set himselfe vp one of the deepest mysteries of 
our profession, to practise his freshmanship vpon. ¢ 1741 
Brainerd in Edwards L7/ i. (1851) 15 Being much exposed 
on account of my freshmanship. 1837 Lowe Lt Le?z. G09) 
I. 2x Those days of Freshmanic innocence. 1848 J. H. 
Newman Loss & Gain 4 What they had in common was 
freshmanship, etc. 1876 Ruskin Fors Clav. VI. Ixvi. 192 
That I might not torment Mr. Baker with his freshmanship. 
1885 Macm. Mag. Nov. 28/1 As it grew in the Freshman- 
hood of John Henry Newman, 


+Fre'shment. O05. 
Refreshing influence. 

r6x1 J. Cartwricut Preacher's Trav. 19 To enioy the 
freshment of the aire and riuer, 


Freshness (fre‘fnés). [f. FresH a. + -NEsS.] 
The quality or condition of being fresh in senses of 
the adj. Also cozcr. (nonce-use) a fresh stream. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R, xu. xxi. (1495) 451 Fressh 
water rysyth vpwarde for fresshnes and lyghtnes, and salte 
water fallyth dounwarde for his heuynesse. 1493 Petvondlla 
(Pynson) 138 Clad all in floures of spirituall fresshnesse. 
a1500 Cuckow & Night. 155 For therof truly commeth all 
goodnesse. . Jollitie, pleasaunce, and freshnesse. @ 1533 Lp. 
Berners //xo7 lv. 184 Y° fresshenes of his aparyll. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 824 The Kite affecteth not so much the 
Grossenesse of the Aire as the Cold and Freshnesse 
thereof. 1683 Boye in Phzl. Trans. XVII. 628 My way 
of examining the Freshness and Saltness of Waters. 1712 
Bupceit Spect. No. 425 P x1 That I might enjoy the 
Freshness of the Evening in my Garden. 1768-74 Tucker 
Lt. Nat. 1, 1. vi. §32 The mind runs after it with .. much 
freshness and eagerness, 1803-6 Worpsw. J7ti:zations 
Immort. i, The glory and the freshness of a dream. a@x182x 
Keats ‘J stood tiptoe upon a little hill’, Where the hurrying 
freshnesses aye preach A natural sermon o’er their pebbly 
beds. 1844 H.H. Witson rt. Jndia 11. 164 The impres- 
sion..had already lost much of its freshness. 1870 Morris 
Earthly Par. 1.1.13 The freshness of the open sea Seemed 
ease and joy and very life to me. 

Fre‘shwa:ter, ¢. [f. FrusH a.+ Water sd,] 

1. Of or pertaining to, yielding, produced by, or 
living in water that is fresh or not salt. Also, per- 
taining to an animal that lives in fresh water. So 
in names of fishes, as /reshzater mussel, etc. 

1528 Payne Salerne Regim. O iij, The best freshe water 
fyshe .. is taken in water stonye in the bottum. 1765 T. 
Hurtcuinson Hist. AZass. 1. v. 465 Pearch, and other fresh- 
water fish. 1768-74 Tucker Z?. Wat. (1852) II, 160 The 
fresh-water polypus. 1774 Gotpsm, Wat. Hist. (1776) I. 49 
Animals .. bred in the numerous fresh-water lakes. 1798 
Sporting Mag. XII. 183 The Bull-head..is in some places 
called the fresh-water devil. 1828 Miss Mitrorp Village 
Ser. m1. (1863) 82 Fresh-water flowers of several colours. 
1863 LyELL Antig. Man 142 Land and fresh-water shells, 
are common to both formations. 1875 Crott Climate & T. 
xxix. 485 We suppose those in the western channel to be 
of freshwater origin. 


2. Unaccustomed to salt water, new to the sea. 
1621 Crt. § Times Fas. [ (1849) II. 215 The French am- 
bassador .. being himself such a fresh-water sailor. 1659 
D. Peiy Jmpr. Sea 55 Fresh-water travellers at Sea. 1719 
De For Crusoe 1. i, You’re but a fresh-water sailor. 1816 
Keatince Trav, (1817) I. 26 A considerable deal of bustle 
occurs amongst the fresh-water sailors of these countries. 
+b. fg. Unpractised; unskilled; untrained; raw. 
1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 232 [The storm] did 
marvellously trouble them, and specially those that were but 
fresh-water Souldiers. 1624 Crt. & Times Fas. I (1849) IT. 
461 Some fresh-water soldiers are preferred to old servitors, 
1677 App. to Spottiswood's Hist. Ch. Scotl.15 The Tiro- 
nenses. .are not a distinct Order of Monks, but rather young 
Novices, or fresh-water Monks. 1727 A. Hamitton ew 
Acc. E. Ind. 1. xxvii. 338 The..Army was cammanded by 
--Antonio de Figuera, a Freshwater Soldier, but a great 


[f. FResH v. + -MENT.] 


FRESHWOMAN. 


Bragadocio. 1754 Fievpine Voy. to Lisbon Wks. 1882 VII. 
x1 Ignorant, unlearned, and fresh-water critics. 

+3. fresh-water soldier, a name for the plant 
Stratiotes aloides (Gerard, Herbal, 1597, 1. ccxcix). 

Hence + Fresh-watered a. = prec. 2b. 

1674S. Vincent Gadlant’s Acad. Ep. Ded. Avb, Com- 
manders will not disdain to instruct even a fresh-watered 
Souldier in the School-points of War. 

ae Fre'shwoman. vare. The analogue of a 
freshman in an imaginary university. 

_ 41627 Mippieton Chaste Maid 1. ii, Mother, you do 
intreat like a fresh-woman. 

Freshwood, dial. form of THRESHOLD. 

Fresison (frisoisgn). Logic. A mnemonic 
word designating the fifth mood of the fourth figure 
of syllogisms. 

1827 WHATELY Logic (ed. 2) 98 Fresison. 

Freson(e; see Frison Oés., Frisian (man or 
horse). 

Fres(s)t, var. form of Frist, Ods. 

Fret (fret), sd.! Also 4-9 frette, 5-6 frete, (6 
Sc. fratt). [app.a.OF. free trellis-work, interlaced 
work (mod.F. /ret¢e, in the heraldic sense = 2). 

This sb. and the related Fret v.2 are commonly believed 
to represent the OE. /rvtwe pl., ornaments, /fre¢zu(z)az to 
adorn, but this appears to be phonologically inadmissible, 
and many of the usual phraseological combinations of the 
words in ME. are paralleled by similar uses in OF.] 

1. Ornamental interlaced work; a net; an orna- 
ment (esp. for the hair) consisting of jewels or 
flowers in a network. 

¢ 1385 Cuaucer L. G. HW. Prol. A 147 A frette of goold sche 
hadde next hyreher, J/ézd. B 228 In-with a fret of rede rose 
leves. 1390 Gower Con/. II. 228 With frette of perle upon 
his hede. 1418 4. H. Walls (1882) 36 Wroght wit mapil 
leues and fret of a iij. foill. ?c1475 Sgr. lowe Degre 212 
A ladyes head with many a frete. 1488 in Tytler Hzst. 
Scot. (1864) II. 392 A frete of the quenis oure set with grete 
perle. a1500 Flower & Leafis2 On her head A rich fret 
of gold..full of stately riche stones set. 1516 Jxventories 
(1815) 26 Item ane paclott of crammesy satene with ane 
fratt of gold on it with xii. diamantis. 1603 Drayron 
Bar. Wars vi. xliii, About the Border, in a fine-wrought 
Fret Emblem’s, Empressa’s, Hieroglyphics, set. 1867 
Morris Yasox vit. 190 Unto her fragrant breast her hand 
she set, And drew therefrom a bag of silken fret. 


2. Her, Originally, a figure formed by two bend- - 


lets, dexter and sinister, intersecting; =F. /re¢te. 
(Cf. Frerty.) In later use, ‘a figure formed by 
two narrow bands in saltire, interlaced with a 
mascle’ (Cussans). 

1572 BossEWELL Armorie 1. 85 b, The Fret borne in this 
Cote Armour, is founde borne also of diuerse noble Gentle- 
men. 1603 Drayton Bar. Wars u. xxiv, In his white 
Cornet, Verdon doth display A fret of Gueles. 1761 Brit. 
Mag. Il, 149 Arms..in the second and third, a fret, or. 
1864 Bourett Her. Hist. §& Pop. xv. 224 Hugh, the head 
of the family, bears the frette without any difference. 

3. +a. Arch, Carved ornament, esf. in ceilings, 
consisting of intersecting lines in relief. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 111 We see in Garden-knots, and the 
Frets of Houses, and all equall and well answering Figures 
how they please. 1635 <Adthorp JMS. in Simpkinson 
Washingtons App. 71 To Butler and his boye .. plastering 
the frett in the drawinge chamber. 1664 Evetyn Archit. 
138 Roofs..Emboss'd with Fretts of wonderful relievo. 

b. An ornamental pattern composed of con- 
tinuous combinations of straight lines, joined usually 
at right angles, Also attrib. 

1664 Evetyn tr. Preart’s Arch. u. ix. 110 The Fret. .con- 
sists In a certain interlacing of two Lists or small Fillets, 
which run always in parallel distances equal to their breadth, 
with this necessary condition, that at every return and 
intersection they do always fall into right angles. 1665-76 
Rea Flora 8 A railed fret of twenty-three divisions, 1833 
J. Horranp Manuf. Metad Il. 172 The fret, an ornament, 
either of open filigree work, or cast in bold relief. .is placed 
immediately beneath the lowest bar or fret-rail, and in the 
best kind of stovesit is madestationary. 1836 H.G. Knicur 
Archit. Tour Norntandy 199 The most common mouldings 
are the billet..the zig-zag or embattled frette. 1857 Bircu 
Anc. Pottery (1858) Il. 4 The fret or herring-bone is of 
common occurrence on vases of the oldest style. 1879 J. J. 
VYounc Ceram, Art a) In the kylix on the right, the recti- 
linear designs and enclosed squares become the fret. 

4. Comb., as fret-cutting v0/. sb., the cutting of 
wood with a fret saw into ornamental designs ; 
also attrzb.; fretwood, wood prepared for FREt- 
woRK (sense 2). Also FRET-SAW. 

1881 Younc Every Man his own Mechanic § 530 Small 
pieces of ornamental furniture..can be adorned most effect- 
ively by fret-cutting. Jdzd. § 663 A fret-cutting treadle- 
machine. 1885 Bazaar 30 Mar. 1262/3, 12 ft. planed fret- 
wood, 

Fret (fret), 54.2 Also 6 frete, freete, freate, 
4 freat. [f. Frer v.1] 

1. A gnawing or wearing away, erosion. Now 
vare. Also concr, +a canker, a fretting sore; 
a decayed spot (in the wood of a bow or arrow, in 
a hair). 

1545 Ascuam T7o-xroph. (Arb.) 120 Freetes be in a shaft as 
well as in a bowe, and they be muche lyke a Canker, 
crepynge and encreasynge in those places in a bowe, 
whyche be weaker then other. 1639 Futter Holy Warre 
(2647) 1v. iv. 173 This string to his bow is so full of gauls, 

rets, and knots, it cannot hold. 1681 Cuetuam Angler's 
Vade-m. ii. § 6 (1689) 10 Such [hairs] as are .. free from 
Galls, Scabs and Frets. 1822-34 Good’s Study Med. (ed. 4) 
II. 82 The fret or erosion which frequently takes place in 
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different parts of the skin. 1830 TrENnyson Poevzs 41 
Before. .the busy fret Of that sharpheaded worm begins, 

Jig. 1580 Basincton Lord’s Prayer (1596) 6 If thou de- 
sirest to be free from the fret of enuie.. pray. 1881 J. 
Bett tr. Haddon’s Answ. Osor. 391 And now behold how 
many pumples and fretts lurke under this one skabbe of the 
popish doctrine. 1603 Drayton Bar. Wars um. xli, Time 
never toucht him with deforming Fret. 1606 G. W[oopcocKE] 
Iustine Gg 6b, He was a diligent repressor of Eunuches and 
Courtiers, calling them the mothes and frettes of the Pallace. 

2. Pain in the bowels, gripes, colic. Also Z/, Now 
dial. Cf. Frut v1 4, 

1600 SuRELET Countrie Farnze 1. xlix. 316 Oile of [Jesamin] 
..will. .appease the frets of yoong children. 1652 CULPEPPER 
Eng, Physic. 161 Children. .are troubled with winde in the 
stomach or belly, which they [Nurses] call the Frets, 1681 
W. Rosertson Phraseol. Geit. (1693) 642 The fret, or mouldy- 
grubs, 1842 Jounson Farmers Encycl., Fret in farriery,a 
nae sometimes applied to gripes or colic in horses or other 
cattle, 

3. Agitation of mind; a ruffled condition of tem- 
per; irritation, passion, vexation; also, querulous 
or peevish utterance. In phr. fret of mind, fret and 

Sever, fret and fume. 

1586 J. Hevwoop Spider § F, xliii. 33 This formost spider 
and flie in furious fret, Frowning ech on other. 1607 
Tourneur Rev. Trag. 1. i. Wks. 1878 II. 6 The thought of 
that Turnes my abused heart-strings into fret. 31612 C7?. 
& Times Fas. L (1849) 1. 184 He is.. blamed .. as if he had 
hastened his brother’s end by putting him into frets. 1647 
Trapp Cone. 2 Cor. xii. 5 They make us sick of the fret. 1664 
H. More Ajist. Inig. xx. 77 It were a plague and fret of 
mind .. to the poor credulous Laiety. 1724 De For Jem. 
Cavalier (1840) 145 My lord was in as great a fret as I. 
1820 Lams Z£dza Ser.t. South-Sea Ho., Situated as thou art 
..amid the fret and fever of speculation. 1837 CARLYLE 
Fr. Rev, Il. m. vii, A fret and fever that keeps heart and 
brain on fire. 1866 Mrs. GasxeLL Wives §& Dau. xxix. 
(1867) 290 He heard his wife’s plaintive fret. 1885 SPURGEON 
Treas. Dav. Ps. cxxvii. 2 Those whom the Lord loves are 
delivered from the fret and fume of life. 

+4, A sudden disturbance (of weather); a gust, 
squall (of wind); in early use also, agitation of 
waves. Obs. 

1588 W. Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 130 It [foresaile] 
was blowen from the yarde with a freat. 1583 STANYHURST 
AE neis 1. (Arb.) 24 Through Sicil his raging wyld frets .. 
you sayled [Scyllvam rabiem experti]. 1590 R. Frrris 
Voy. Bristow in Arb. Garner VI. 159 We were in a great 
fret by reason of the race. 1653-4 WHITELOCKE Fri. Swed. 
Emb. (1772) 1. 166 Such frets of weather in twenty howers 
time .. that [etc.]. 1678 TrEonce Diary (1825) 269 At on 
this morning roase a frett of wind. a@1734 Norru Lives 
(1826) II. 316 Between Ireland and the height of the Cape, 
such frets of wind came down, 

2. 1750 JoHNSON Rambler No. 73 P 10 Frustrated of my 
hopes by a fret of dotage. . p 

5. Secondary fermentation in liquors. Pbhr. 
on or upon the fret. 

1664 Beate Cider in Evelyn’s Pomona 40 Men like or 
dislike drink, that hath more or less of the fret in it. 1703 
Art & Myst. Vintners 12 White Wines upon the Frett. 


1710 T. Futter Pharm. Extemp. 1 Midling Ale .. fresh, 


and not upon the fret. 1763 S. I. Janssen Sweugeling laid 
open 111 The Officer should not dip when any Wines are 
upon the Fret. 1807 Vancouver Agric, Devon (1813) 240 
When every symptom of fret is wholly subsided, the cider 
is racked off. 1890 Gloucestersh. Gloss., Fret, a gaseous 
fermentation of cider or beer. 

6. Phr. Ox or upon the fret (see senses 3 and 4; 
perh. partly transf. from sense 5): in a state of 
agitation, irritation, ill-humour, or impatience. 

1679 SHADWELL T7we Widow 6 ’Tis some Roring Rant- 
ing Play that’s upon the fret all the while. 1688 Vox Cleri 
Pro Rege 3 But he fears nothing, when his Zeal and his 
Discretion are once upon the fret, 1704 Appison //ady 160 
The Surface. .cover’d with Froth and Bubbles; for it [River] 
runs all along upon the Fret. 1705 S, WuHaTeLy in Perry 
Hist. Coll. Amer. Col. Ch. 1. 166 Crying out whenever he is 
put upon the fret, ‘Govt Nicholson’. 1782 Miss Burney 
Cecilia x, x, The moment you have put him upon the fret, 
you'll fall into the dumps yourself, 1854 De QuiNcEey 
Autobiog. Wks. I1. 280 Flanders .. on the fret for an insur- 
rectionary war. 1858 R. S. Surrers Ask Mamma xxv. 94 
He was always either on the strut or the fret. 

Fret (fret), 50.3 Also 5-6 freyte. 
tain etymology. 

Possibly a use of OF. /rete ring, ferrule (see Fret sd.5), 
Another possibility is that it is connected with Fret v. to 
rub (cf, quot. 1606).] 

In musical instruments like the guitar, formerly a 
ring of gut (Stainer), now a bar or ridge of wood, 
metal, etc. placed on the fingerboard, to regulate 
the fingering. 

c1800 Prov, in Antig. Rep. (1809) IV. 406 In myddest of 
the body [of Lute], the stryngis soundith best, For, stoppide 
in the freytes, they abydeth the pynnes wrest. 1565 CaLr- 
HILL Answ. Treat. Crosse 21b, If the strings be out of 
tune, or frets disordered, there wanteth the harmony. 
1606 Cuapman JZ, D’Olive 1. B3b, The string sounds 
euer well, that rubs not too much ath frets. 1698 Phzd. 
Trans. XX, 80 The Frets are nearer to one another toward 
the Bridge. 1788 Cavatio zé/d, LX XVIII. 242 In a set 
of musical keys, pipes, or frets, a temperament is absolutely 
necessary. 1837 Blackw. Mag. XLI. 92 The violin, which 
once had six strings, with guitar frets, was fortunately 
relieved from these superfluities. 

Jig. 1587 Gascoigne’s Whks., Hearbes, &c., Commend. 
Verse, Whose cords were coucht on frets of deepe disdaine. 

attrib. 1814 Cary Dante, Parad. xx. 22 As sound Of 
Cittern, at the fret-board..Is..modulate and tuned. 2 

Fret, sv.4 vare. [ad. OF. frete, fraite, frazcte, 
breach.] A breach or passage made by the sca. 
(Quot. 1884 perh. belongs to FRET sd,”) 


[of uncer- 








FRET. 


1587 Fieminc Contn. Holinshed U1. 1537/2 They had no 
entrance at all, vntill the river had made a new fret. 1633 
T. Srarrorp Pac. Hib. ut. vi. (1810) 550 Before they could 
compasse the fret, or cleft rocky ground as aforesaid. 1884 
Times 15 Aug. 5 The sands had a tendency to accumulate 
in the Upper Mersey and .. it was the ‘frets’ and erosion 
of the sand banks which counteracted this tendency. 

Fret (fret), 50.5 Ods. exc. dial. [a. OF. frete 
(mod.F. frette) a ferrule, ring (also spec. as below).] 
(See quots.) 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury 111. 332/1 The Frets. .of a Wheel 
.-are Iron Hoops about the Nave. 1887 S. Cheshire Gloss., 
Fret, the belt of iron which goes round the nave of a 
wheel. Also called Clam. 

+ E'rret, 50.6 Obs. Also 7 frete. [ad. L. fret- 
unt. (Perh. confused with Fret sd.4).] A strait. 

1576 Sir H. Givpert Disc. passage to Cataiai, An Islande 
[America] .. hauing on the Southside of it the frete, or 
strayte of Magellan, 1610 HoLLanp Camden's Brit. 1. 345 
This Sea coast of Britaine is seperated from the Continent 
of Europe by a frete or streight. 1646 Sir T. Browne 
Pseud, Ep. vit. xiii. 364 In this Euripe or fret of Negropont 
.-Aristotle drowned himselfe, as many affrme. a@ 1661 
Futter Worthies (1840) III. 506 A small fret (known by 
the peculiar name of Menai) sundereth it from the Welch 


continent. 
Fret (fret), v.1 Pa. t. and pple. fretted. 


Pr. ppl. fretting. Forms: Jz. 1 fretan, 2 freo- 
ten, 3-6 frete(n, 3 south. vreten, 5 fretyn, freete, 
6 freat(e, 6-7 frett(e, 4- fret. a. ¢. 1-2 fret, 
3-4 fret(e, sowth. vret, freet, 4 frat(e, frette, 
6 fret; also weak forms: 5 freted, 6- fretted. Pa. 
pple. 1 freten, 4 freaten, fretyn(e, 5 frete, -ette ; 
weak forms: 6- fretted; also 4-7 fret. Also 
3-41-, yfrete(n, 5-6i-, yfret(te. [OE. fretanstr. 
vb. (conjugated like efax to Ear) = MLG., MDu. 
vreten (Du. vreter), OHG. freggen (MHG. vreggen, 
mod.G. fressen), Goth. fraztan (pret. fréz), f. 0Teut. 
Sra- (see For- pref.) + *etan to Eat. ] 

+1. ¢vans. Chiefly of animals: To eat, devour. 
Also with 2 and to eat of. Obs. 

Beowulf 1582 He.. fret .. fyftyne men. O. Z. Chron. 
an, 894 Hie..haefdon miclne del para horsa freten. ¢1175 
Lamb, Hom. 133 Sum [sede feol] bi be weie .. and fu3eles 
hit freten. c1z05 Lay. 274 Let bu ba hundes .. eider freten 
oder. az225 Aucr. R. 66 Pe coue..fret al bat of hwat heo 
schulde uord bringen hire cwike briddes. c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 
4027 Dis leun sal oder folc freten. a1z00 4. Z, Psalter 
(Horstman) Ixxix. 14 A beste frate it and nama, c1315 
SHorEHAM 161 Opone thy wombe thou schalt glyde, And 
erthe frete. 1377 Laneu. P. P/. B. xvi. 194 Adam after- 
ward ageines hus defence Frette of pat fruit. ¢ 1385 CHAUCER 
L.G. W.1951 Ariadne, And into a prysoun..cast is he Tyl 
. he shulde fretyn be. c1394 P. Pl. Crede 729 Pey freten 
vp the furste froyt & falsliche lybbeb. 

absol. 1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. u. 95 And in fastyng-dayes 
to frete ar fultyme were. 1447 BokENHAM Seyztys (Roxb.) 
71 Have of thine own and faste gyne to frete. 

+b. transf. To devour, consume, destroy. Obs. 
c¢xooo Alirric Deut, xxxii. 22 Fyr fryt land mid his 
westme. 13.. 2. #. Allit. P.B. 404 Pat pe flod nade al freten 
with freztande wawez. ?4¢1366 Cuaucer Row. Rose 387 For 
alle thing it [tyme] fret and shal. 1388 Wycuir Micah v. 6 
Thei shulen frete the lond of Assur bi swerd. c1400 Destr. 
Troy 9691 A tru to be takon..paire men for to bery, And to 
frete hom with fyre. 

absol. 1583 STANyHURST 42 nezs 11. (Arb.) 67 Thee fyre heer 
on fretting [zgnzs edax] with blaze too rafter is heaued. 

2. To gnaw; to consume, torture or wear away 
by gnawing. Now only of small animals: 
=Eatrg. Also zztr. (const. 07, znto). 

a1200 Moral Ode 274 Naddren and snaken..tered and 
freted pe uuele speken. c 1205 Lay. 166 Heo [fleo3en] freten 
pet corn & bat grees. ¢1275 X/ Pains of Hell 19 in O. £. 
Misc. 147 Wrmes habbeb my fleys ifreten, 1340 HAMPOLE 
Py. Cousc, 6570 Vermyn grete..pe synful men sal gnaw 
and frete, 1340-70 A/isaunder 1159 Fayre handes & feete 
freaten too the bonne. 1387 Trevisa Hzgden (Rolls) V. 17% 
Wormes. .frate so Julianus his neber ende pat [etc.]. 1430-40 
Lypc. Bochas vu. ii. (1554) 166 b, His flesh gan turne to cor- 
rupcion Fret with wormes vpon eche partie. ¢1440 Gesta 
Rom. \xvii. 384 (Add. MS.), I suffere thes todes to frete. 
¢1480 Loneticn Grail xlvii. 207 On his hondis he gan to 
frete. 1547-64 Bautpwin Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) 127 The 
mothes and soft wormes fret the cloath. 1551 Psadter xxxix. 
12 Like as it wer a moth fretting a garment. @1577 Gas- 
coicNe Flowers Wks. (1587) 92 The greedie wormes that 
linger for the nones, To fret vpon her flesh, 1601 HotLAND 
Pliny 1.198 The Dragons put in their heads into their snout 
..and withall fret and gnaw the tenderest part. 1826 Lams 
Elia Ser. u. Pop, Fallacies, Home is a Home, etc., We 
cannot bear to have our thin wardrobe eaten and fretted 
into by moths, 1864 SwinsurNne A/alanta 1423 The .. bee 
Flits through flowering rush to fret White or duskier violet. 
Jig. 1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. 1. xix. (1495) 45 The 
fende, .purposyth to chew and to frete the clene lyf of gode 
men, 

b. To champ (the bit); also adsol. 

1835 Lytron Rzenzi v. ii, Fretting his proud heart, as 
a steed frets on the bit. 1850 Brackie “schylus II. 67 
A young colt That frets the bit.. Art thou. : 3 

- 8. transf. of slow and gradual destructive action, 
as of frost, rust, disease, chemical corrosives, 
friction, the waves, etc.: =Eat 10. Const. zo, 


to (the result), Also with asunder, away, in 


pieces, off, out. 

In this and the following senses this vb. has partly 
coalesced with Fret v.* 

a1228 Ancr. R. 184 He uret him suluen, weilawei! ase 
pe uile ded. 13.. Z. Z. Allit. P. B. 1040 be soyle by pat 
se halues .. fel fretes be flesch. 1398 Trevisa Barth, De 
P. R, xvi. vii. (2495) 557 The fome of syluer..fretyth awaye 
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FRET. 


superfluytee of deed flessh. c1430 in Pol. Rel. §& L. Poems 
183 Pe rust bat pi siluer dup freete. 1523 Firzners. Husd. 
§ 20 The thistyll .. freteth away the cornes nygh it. 
1567 G. Fenner in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 148 Our cable was 
fretted in sunder with a rocke. @1577 GAscoIGNE (lowers 
Wks. (1587) 69, I may no praise unto a knife bequeath Wyth 
rust yfret though painted be the sheath, 1590 R. Payne 
Descr. Irel. (1841) 5 The seas fretteth away the Ice and 
Snowe. 1594 Prat Yewell-ho. ut. 37 Inkes that .. would 
corrode or fret the paper in peeces. 1603 FLorio Montaigne 
(1634) 266 The Barble fishes. .will set the line against their 
backes, and..presently saw and fret the same asunder. 1640 
Futter Yoseph's Coat vii. (1867) 182 Some thieves have .. 
fretted off their fetters with mercury water. 1658 W. Burton 
Itin. Anton. 158 The name of the City [on the coin] fretted 
out and quite worn away with age. 1660 BoyLEe New Exp. 
Phys. Mech. xxii. 166 The Air..is so sharp, that in a short 
time it frets not only Iron Plates, but..Tiles upon the Roofs 
of Houses. 1727 W. Matuer Vung. Man's Comp. 74 The 
Copperas in the Ink will fret the Nibs. 1859 KincsLtey 
Misc. (1860) I. 106 An island fretted by every frost and storm. 
1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 134 The river frets away the rocks 
along its banks. . 

absol. 1526 TINDALE 2 T7772. ii. 11 Their wordes shall fret 
even as doeth a Cancre. 1597 GrerarpDE Herbal |. Ixxxiv. 
135 The Onions do fret, attenuate or make thin. 1610 
MarkuamM JZasterp. 1. clxxiii. 484 Arsnick .. eateth, and 
fretteth, being a very strong corrosiue. | 1888 ELwortuy 
W. Somerset Word-bk. s. v., [Said of a grindstone] Capital 
stone, it frets (i.e. grinds) well. 

b. fig. Chiefly of the passions, etc.: To ‘de- 
vour’, ‘consume’, torment; cf. Eat ioc. Also, 
to fret oneself. Obs, exc.in fret the heart, in which 
use this sense is now hardly distinguishable from 8. 

¢1z00 Ormin 16132 Hat lufe towarrd Godess hus me 
fretepp att min herrte. 1390 Gower Conf. III. 98 Full of.. 
wrathfull thought He fret him selven all to nought. 1430-40 
Lypc. Bochas Ww. i. (1554) ror a, This Manlius was fret in his 
corage To greater worships sodainly to ascende. ¢ 1450 
How good Wife taught Doughter 80 in Hazl. E. P. P. 
I. 185 Envyouse herte hym selfe fretithe, my dere childe. 
a 1541 Wyatr Poet. Wks. (1861) 47 So wrathful love .. 
May freat thy cruel heart! @1547 Surrey Azeid iv 
126 Dido doth burne with loue, rage fretes her boones. 
x600 HoLLanp Livy 1x. xiv.(1609) 322 Uheir hearts alreadie 
fretted and cankered at the very roote, for the last disgrace 
received, 1711 STEELE Sfect. No. 260 P 1 A crafty Consti- 
tution, and an uneasy Mind is fretted with vexatious Pas- 
sions. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) 11, xli. 241 It did 
tease me; insomuch that my very heart was fretted. 1849 
Saxe Poems, Proud Miss M° Bride, The very sigh That her 
stately bosom was fretting. 1856 HawtHorne Zxg. Note- 
bks. (1870) II. 59 So many curiosities drive one crazy, and 
fret one’s heart to death. 


+e. To fret out (time): to waste. 


1608 Armin West Winn. (1880) 50 By the third is cald to ques- 

tion most that musically fret their time out in idle baubling. 
+ 4. Said of pains in the stomach or bowels. 
e1275 XJ Pains Hell 148 in O. EL. Misc. 151 Gripes fretep 


heore Mawen. c¢1440 Promp. Parv. 179/1 Fretyn, or 
chervyn, torgueo. 

5. To form or make by wearing away; =EArT II. 
With cognate obj. ¢o fret its way. 

1593 Suaxs. Lich. [/, ut. iii. 167 Till they haue fretted vs 
a payre of graues, Within the Earth. 1605 — Lear 1.iv. 307 
Let it stampe wrinkles in her brow of youth, With cadent 
Teares fret Channels in her cheekes. 1642 Futter Holy § 
Prof. St. v. xix. 441 As if his eager soul, biting for anger at 
‘the clay of his body, desired to fret a passage through it. 
1872 C. Kine Mountain. Sierra Nev. iv. 87 A broad white 
torrent fretting its way along the bottom of an impassable 
gorge, 

+6. zxtr. To make a way by gnawing or corro- 
sion; Zt. and fg.; =Eat 12. Also with through. 
Const. zto, to. Obs. 

1399 Lanci. Rich. Redeles 1. 127 The ffresinge ffrost 
ffreted to here hertis. 1509 Hawes Past. Pleas. xxxu. 
(Percy) 159 With knotted whyppes in the flesshe to frete. 
1534 dct 26 Hen. VIII, c.9 The flud and rage of the sea 
.. doth freate .. in dyuers places. 1567 TurBerv. Zfzt. & 
Sonn. (1837) 368 Eche lowering looke of yours, frets farther 
in my hart. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 1126 How 
dangerous it is, to suffer sinne to lye fretting into the soule ! 
1635 N. Carpenter Geog. Del. u. vii. 123 The Water .. 
would sooner fret through and cause a passage, then make 
a stoppage. 1650 FuLLER Pisgah iv. v. 82 His streams 
{mouths of the Nile] fret one into another. /ézd, 373 Per- 
forations which in process of time might fret in, and indent 
into the structure itself. 1676 Wis—EMAN Surg. 1. xvii. 80 
Many Wheals arose, and fretted one into another, with great 
Excoriation. 

+'7. intr. for vefl. To become eaten, corroded, or 
worn; to waste or wear away; to decay, become 
corrupt. Also with asunder, off, out. Obs. Cf. 
Fret v.4 2. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans Bij b, And that same penne shalle 
frete asonder, and fall a way. 1545 Ascuam Toxofh. (Arb.) 
121 Bowes moost commonlye freate vnder the hande. . for the 
heete of the hand. 1568 Yacob §& Esau u.iv.in Hazl. Dods- 
Zey II. 218 If I had bidden from meat any longer, I think 
my very maw would have fret asunder, 1593 Drayton /dea 
170 Metals doe waste, and fret with Cankers Rust. 1657 
W. Ranp tr. Gassendi’s Life of Peiresc 1. 128 When passing 
through a coloured glasse, they [the Raies of the Sun] fret 
off, and carry with them some portion of the colour. 1761 
Happincton Forest-trees (1765) 23 They [Alder trees] 
fretted at the top and died. 1762 FAtconer Shifwr. 1. 
299 The leather fretting..By friction wore must ever be 


supply’d. 1804 ABERNETHY Sv7g. Odserv. 111 The wound 
fretted out into a sore. 


8. trans, To chafe, irritate. Chiefly with regard 
to the mind: To annoy, distress, vex, worry. Also, 
to fret oneself; and to bring into or 4o (a specified 
condition) by worrying. Cf. Freryv. 1, 
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c1290 S. Eng. Leg. I. 187/95 So pat be salt scholde is 
woundene frete. 1535 CovERDALE Ps. xxxvi[i]. 1 Frett 
not thy self at the vngodly. 1546 [see Frertinc wd. 
sb, 3]. 1594 Forman Diary (1849) 26 She cam not to 
me, and I was marvailously freted with yt. 1596 SHAKs. 
Merch. V. 1. i. 77, You may as well forbid the Mountaine 
Pines To wagge their high tops... When they are fretted 
with the gusts of heauen. 1658 BromHatt 7 veat. Specters 
1. 52 They that stood by mocked him, and he being fretted 
went away. 1693 W. Freke Art of War ix, 265 Arrows.. 
fret horse doubly more than Guns can. 1709 STEELE & 
Appison Tatler No. 160 ® 9, I should have fretted _my self 
to Death at this Promise of a Second Visit. 1768 GoLpsm. 
Good-n. Man 1. i, 1 have tried to fret him myself. 1804 
Soutngy Thalaba x1. iii, The officious hand Of consolation, 
fretting the sore wound. 1820 W Irvine Sketch Bk. 1, 207 
The horses were urged and checked until they were fretted 
into a foam, 1825 Lp. Cockpurn Jez. iv. (1874) 190 They 
were fretted into something like contempt by the rejection 
of aclaim. 1859 Gro. Exior 4. Bede 32 The long-lost 
mother .. once fretted our young souls with her anxious 
humours. 1867 TroLLorpe Chron. Barset I. xi. 91 The 
bishop .. fretted himself in his chair, moving about with 
little movements. 

absol. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 173 Pe bladdre ne mai 
not be soudid if it be kutt. .for..pe urine fretip and pat lettip 
pe souding. 1712 ArsutHnor Yohx Bud/ 111. v, Injuries from 
friends fret and gall more. 

9. intr. for refl. To distress oneself with constant 
thoughts of regret or discontent; to vex oneself, 
chafe, worry. Often with additional notion of 
giving querulous and peevish expression to these 
feelings. Also, ¢o fret and fume, and fret it out. 

1551 Rosinson tr. AZore's Utop. 1, (1895) 75 He..so fret, 
so fumed, and chafed at it. 1573 G. Pines Letter-bk. 
(Camden) 46 [He] chafid and frettid like a proctor, 1602 
Marston A ztonio’s Rev. v. iii, Another frets, and sets his 
grinding teeth Foaming with rage. 1631 GouGE God's 
Arrows I. iii, 188 The more conspicuously are their evill 
deeds discovered: which makes them the more fret and 
fume. 1646 J. Hatt Hore Vac. 53 Hanniball gallantly 
frets it out in Silius. 1699 Dampier Voy II. 1. 81 He 
fretted to see his inferiours raised. 1709 STEELE Tatler 
No g Pt He neither languishes nor burns, but frets for 
Love. 1768 GoipsM. Good-2. Manv, He only frets to keep 
himself employed, 1802 R. ANDERSON Crnberid. Ball, 43 
Another neet’ll suin be here, Sae divvent freet and whine. 
1832 Tennyson (ay Queen Concl. 45 Say to Robin a kind 
word, and tell him not to fret. 1833 Hr. Marrineau 
Manch. Strike i.7 Don't fret, wife , we must do as others 
do. 1874 L. SrepHen Hours in Library (1892) II. v. 150 
Englishmen were fretting under their enforced abstinence 
[etc.]. 1875 W. S. Haywarp Love agst. World 83 In 
secret, Jasper fretted and fumed, 

b. quasi-trans. With away, out. 

1605 Suaxs. Mach. v v. 25 A poore Player, That struts 
and frets his houre vpon the Stage. 161r Barrey Ram 
Alley 1. i. in Hazl. Dodsley X. 327 Now let him hang, 
Fret out his guts, and swear the stars from heaven, 1829 
I. Taytor Zxthus. ix. 244 Many who ..have fretted away 
an unblessed existence within .. the monastery. 1858 
Froupe Hist, Eng. IV. xviii. 48 She had driven him from 
his country to fret out his life in banishment 1879 FARRAR 
St, Paul (1883) 357 The Vibiuses.. who. .fretted their little 
hour on the narrow stage of Philippi. 

10. zztr. Of liquor: To undergo secondary fer- 
mentation. Ods. exc. dial. 

1664 Beate C7zder in Evelyn's Pomona 36 When it [i.e. 
the Cider] is bottled it must not be perfectly fine, for if it is 
so, it will not fret in the bottle. @1680 BurLer Rez. 
(1759) I. 244 All Love at first, like generous Wine, Fer- 
ments and frets, until ’tis fine. 1775 Sir E. Barry Odserv, 
Wines 43 Some of the.. more generous kind [of wine] 
..required great care to prevent them from fretting. 1888 
Exwortuy W, Somerset Word-bk, 270 Fret, to ferment. 

transf. 1804 Poet, Reg. 470 Beneath these butchers stalls 

.. Where rankling offals fret in many a heap. 

b. trans. (causatively). Also, To fret tn: see 
quot. 1872. 

1742 Lond. § Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 66 Without fretting 
or causing it to burst the Cask for Want of Vent, 1860 
O. W. Hotmes Zéste V_ xxii. (1891) 313 Both were .. old 
enough to have all their beliefs ‘fretted in’, as vintners 
say,—thoroughly worked up with their characters. 1872 
Cooley's Cyct. Pract. Receipts (ed. 5) 1185/2 The technical 
terms ‘sweating in’ and ‘fretting in’ are applied to the 
partial production of a second fermentation, for the purpose 
of mellowing down the flavour of foreign ingredients (chiefly 
brandy), added to wine. 

Ll. ctr. Of astream, etc.: To move in agitation 
or turmoil, to flow or rise in little waves; to chafe. 
Often used with conscious metaphor and mixture 
of sense 9. 

re Tuomson Summer 481 The. .brook.. fretting o'er 
a rock. 1803-6 Wornsw. /xtimat. Immort. xi, 1 love the 
brooks which down their channels fret. 1808 Scorr J/arm. 
u. Introd. 104 Scarce can Tweed his passage find, Though 
much he fret, and chafe, and toil. 1849 C. Bronte Shirley 
xxi, 307 The mill-stream.. fretting with gnarled tree-roots. 
1888 Bryce Amer. Commu. I. xiv. 189 Short sharp waves 
an a Highland loch, fretting under a squall against a rocky 
shore, 

Jig. 1822 Hazutt Tadle-t. Ser. 1. iv. (1869) 81 A certain 
stream of irritability that is continually fretting upon the 
wheels of life. 1884 W. C. Smiru Avddvostan 1. ili. 51 The 
stream of thought, Fretting against its limits and obstruc- 
tions. 

12. trans. (causatively). To throw (water) into 
agitation ; to cause to rise in waves; to ruffle. 

1794 G. Apams Nat. § Exp. Philos. I, vi. 210 The surface 
of the water is fretted and curdled into the finest waves 
by the undulations of the air, 1839 De Quincey Recol/, 
Lakes Wks. 1862 LI. 54 Some great river .. fretted by rocks 
or thwarting islands, 1858 Lytton What Will He do. iv, 
See .. how the slight pebbles are fretting the wave. 1863 
Hawrtnorne Our Old Home 272 The surface [of the river] 
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.. being fretted by the passage of a hundred steamers. 
1871 Joaquin MILieEr Songs /taly (1878) 23 Not one gondola 
frets the lagoon. 

18. dial. See quot. ; cf. sense 4 and FREr sd,2 2. 

1856 Frnl. R. Agric. Soc. XVIL. 1. 482 The grassland in 
ig Serie is peculiarly liable to scour (‘fret’) the young 
cattle, 

Fret (fret), v.2 Forms: Jf. 4-7 frett(e, (5 
freett, 6freat), 5-fret. /a.¢. 5 fret. a. pple. 
4-7 fret(t(e, (5 freit, freyt), 4-5 frettet, -it, -ut, 
4- fretted. Also pa. pple. 4 ifreted. [Perh. re- 
presents several distinct but cognate words. In 
part this word seems to be a, OF. /re¢er (used in 
pa. pple. /rete,=Anglo-Lat. frectatus, frictatus, 
Jrestatus, in the sense ‘ornamented with interlaced 
work, embroidered with gold, etc.’, also //er. 
‘fretty’), f. frete: see Frer sb.! In the architec- 
tural sense it agrees with FRETISH v.7; the two forms 
may be adoptions of the two stems of the OF. vb. 
*fraitir, fraitiss-. There may also have been an 
independent English formation on FRxEr 5d,! 

The common view, that_/ve¢ represents OE, /rv/z(A)an, to 
adorn, seems inadmissible phonologically ; but it is possible 
that the OF. vb., though not recorded after the 12th c., 


may have survived in speech, and have been confused with 
the Romanic vb.] 


+1. trans. To adorn with interlaced work, esp. 
in gold or silver embroidery; in wider sense, to 


adorn richly with gold, silver, or jewels. Ods, 

13.. 2. EZ. Allit, P. B. 1476 Fyoles fretted with flores & 
fleez of golde. 1340 Hamro.e Py. Conse. 9107 Other stanes 
of gret prys, With fyne gold wyre alle obout frett. 1377 
Lanou, P?. P2. B. ur. 11 Fetislich hir fyngres were fretted 
with golde wyre. c1400 Leryn 3926 A swerd .. wyth 
seyntur Ifreted all with perelis. ¢1450 Golagros §& Gaw, 
318 Frenyeis of fyne silk, fretit ful fre. 1494 Fanyan Chron. 
Iv. Ixix. 48 The Emperour .. garnysshed the Crosse with 
many riche stones freit with golde. @ 1529 SKELTON /mage 
LHypocr 375 Curtle, cope and gowne With golde and perles 
sett And stones well iffret 1577-87 Hotinsuep Chyon. III. 
815/r Ladies all in white ant red silke, set vpon coursers 
trapped in the same sute, freated ouer with gold. /éid. 
857/1 The quire. .sieled with cloth of gold, and thereon fret 
ingrailed bent clothes of silke. 1600 Fairrax Zasso 1x. 
Ixxxii. 175 In his ‘Turkish pompe he shone, In purple robe, 
ore fret with gold and stone. 1607 Hirron Wks. I. 74 He 
could .. haue fretted (as it were) the whole volume of the 
booke with excellencie of words. a 1668 Davenanr Masque 
Wks (1673) 364 His bed-chamber door, and seeling, fretted 
with stars in Capital Letter, 

b. transf. To variegate, chequer, form a pattern 
upon. 

16or Suaks. ¥ud. C. 1. i. 104 Yon grey Lines That fret the 
Clouds, are Messengers of Day, 1839 Loner. //yperion 
Ul. i. (1853) 142 White clouds sail aloft; and vapours fret 
the blue sky with silver threads. 

2. Arch. To adorn (esp. a ceiling) with carved 
or embossed work in decorative patterns, 

r61r SHaKs, Cyd, 11. iv. 88 The Roofe o'th Chamber 
With golden Cherubins is fretted, 1615 Sir R. Boyte 
Diary (1886) I. 66, I compounded with my plaiserer to 
ffrett my parlor, 1667 Perys Diary (1879) V. 322 The 
Duke of York’s chamber..as it is now fretted at the top, 
is .. one of the noblest and best-proportioned rooms. 1853 
Kincstey Hyfatia xix. 218 Against the wall stood presses 
and chests fretted with fantastic Oriental carving. 

transf, and fig. 1602 Suaks, Hamm. u. ii. 313 This Ma- 
iesticall Roofe, fretted with golden fire. 1655 FuLLER Ch. 
Hist. vi, v. 336 Simple ignorance not fretted and embossed 
with malice. .caused that desolation of Libraries in England. 
1729 SAVAGE Wanderer 1. 40 ‘The solar fires now faint and 
wat’ry burn, Just where with ice Aquarius frets his urn! 
1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 559 Vaulted by magnificent 
canopies, fretted with a variety of depending petrifactions. 
1842 H. Mitrer O. RX. Sandst. viii. (ed. 2) 170 Its shelly 
armour was delicately fretted with the forms of circular or 
elliptical scales. 

3. Her. To interlace. 

1572 BossewELL Avmorie u. 121b, Hee beareth Or, a 
Lyon rampaunt d’Ermine, debrused with two Barruletes, 
and fret with the thirde, Sable. 1828-40 Derry Zncycd, 
Her. 1, Fretting each other, interlacing each other. 

+ Fret, v.65 Obs. rave. [ad. OF. freer (Fr. 
Sretter), f. OF. *frete (Fr. frette) ring, hoop.) 
trans. To bind (properly, with a hoop or ring). 
Also fig. 

rgor Pod. Poems (Rolls) 11, 41 Foxes frettid in fere wasten 
the cornes. 1430 Pilger, Lyf Manhode w. xxviii. (1869) 
1go She was bounden with hoopes, and faste fretted [/vedee]. 
Tid. xxix. 191 She is bounden and bounden ayen ; fretted 
[F. fretee] with obseruaunces. a 1450 /ysshynge w, Angle 
(1883) 8 Double the lyne and frete hyt fast yn be top with 
a nose to fasten an your lyne. 

+ Fret, v.4 Ods.: merged in Frer v,1 3-13. 
[OF difficult etymology. 

It might onriagy be explained as a, OF. “/fretter = 
mod, F. dial. /retter, Pr. fretar, lt. frettare:—vulgar L. 
Yfrictare, freq. of L. /ricére to rub; but the OF, form has 
not been found, Cf. the synonymous OF. /rofer (F. /rotter), 
which, in spite of phonological difficulties, some scholars 
connect with this group.] 

l. trans. To rub, chafe. Also with azway. 
Causatively: To make pass by rubbing ; to cause 
(a keel) to graze. 

13.. Minor Poems fr. Vernon MS, xxxii. 978 Penaunce.. 
freteb a-wei pe fulbe of synne. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, 
Clemens 283 Pai fretyt pare facis bane [/aciem con/ricantes 
Fore ferly & pis speke be-gane. ¢1480 7wo Cookery-bks. 113 
Nym appeles, seth hem, let hem kele, frete hem thorwe an 
her syue. 1483 Cath, Angl. 143/1 To Frete; /ricare .. to 
rubbe. @1547 Surrey in Tot¢el’s Misc, (Arb.) 27 Ne by 


FRET. 


coward dred..On shalow shores thy keel in peril! freat. 
1653 H. Cocan Diod, Sic. 197 The inhabitants. .know this 
tree. .by the Elephants rubbing and fretting it. x703 Lond. 
Gas, No. 4179/4 The Hair fretted short about the middle of 
her Mane. 

Jig. 1§8r Lamparve Zire. 1v. xix. (1988) 6o2 The one of 
these Statutes doth not fret the other. 

b. Of a bird: To preen (feathers). 

1423 JAs. I Kéngés Q, xxxv, Freschly in thaire birdis kynd 
arraid Thaire fetheris new, and fret hewn In the sonne. 

2. intr. To rub, produce friction; to fray our. 

1643 Futver /nang. Serve. § 23 That his curtesies might 
not unravell or fret out hath bound them with a strong 
border. 1660 SHarrock Megetaddes 147 Such positions, that 
one [branch] may not easily fret upon another. x692 Café. 
Smith's Seaman's Gram. xvi. 8t To Serve a Rope, is to 
wind something about it, to keep it from frettingout. 1768~74 
Tucker Zé Vat, (1852) IL. 587 Taking off the weight of 
difficulties, so that they may not fret upon the shoulders. 

3. a. ?To have dealings with (cf. F. se frotter 
avec), b. ?To conflict, offend against. Obs. 

(The interpretation of the words in these passages, and 
their identity with the present verb, are very doubtful.) 

¢ 1400 Desir, Troy 12846 Hetis hom..to haue all hor hert 
wille, Of ffredom.. fret with hom so, And all your will shall 
ye wyn. 1435 Misyn “Y¥re of Love ga Slike frenschyp is pure 
naturel, & perfore meyd ne vnmeyd, bot ifit oght freyt [vész 
aliguid moliatur] agayn godis commament, it is worpi. 

Fret (fret), 7.5 [f F rev 6.3] trans. To furnish 
(a guitar, etc.) with frets. Hence Fretted pf/. a. 

1600 Rowtanps Lett. Humours Blood 5 While you your 
selues like musicke sounding Lutes fretted and strunge, 
gaine them their silken sutes. 1602 Suaxs. A/a. Ul. ii, 388 
(Punning use] Call me what Instrument you will, though you 
can fret me, you cannot play vpon me. 1647 Warp Sip. 
Cobley 39 Instruments may be well made and well strung, but 
if they be not well fretted, the Musique is marred, 1689 
Lond, Gas, No. 2437/4 All sorts of fretted Instruments, 
especially Lutes and Viols. ‘874 Knicur Déet. Mech. 11. 
ro3r An instrument having the fretted neck of the former 
[the guitar]. 

+Fret, v.6 Ols. Pa. pple. fret(t(e; also 
yfretted. [ad. OF. freder, pa. pple. /reté § garni’ 
(Godef.); perh. a use of freter Fruv v4 Cf. 
Freieut pple. 1b.) ¢vans. To furnish, stock, stud, 
supply. Chiefly in pa. pple. modified by advbs. 
Sull, thick, well. 

13.. 4. 2. Addit. P. B. 339 With alle pe fode pat may be 
founde frette by cofer. ¢xg400 None. Rose 4705 Love, it is an 
hateful pees.. A trouthe [Z%yune and MS. And through 
the], fret fulloffalshede. ¢ xqgoo MAuNbEV. (Roxb.) xxx. 136 
All pir greez er .. frette full of perle and ober precious 
Stanes. c1400 Vwaine § Gaw. 3160 A klub .. thik fret 
with mania thwang. 1413 Péler, Sowde (Caxton 1483) 
iv. xxxii, 8t Armes..wel fete with senewes and al fil of 
veynes. 1430-40 Lyn, Bochas vy. vii. (1554) 127 a, A croune 
of fresh Laurer Forged of gold, fret full of stones clere. 

Fret, //. a. [pa. pple. of Fret v2) Of a 
ceiling: =Frerrep ff/. a.2 

1663 Gerpier Counsel (1664) 45 Summers..to be framed in 
such proportion as may serve to make an Italian fret Seeling. 
17z0 Stryvee Sfow's Sure. Lou. xiii. rgr/r This Church.. was 
built in an Octangular Form with a fine fret Cieling. 

+Fretchard. Ods.-" [f. */retch, Fravow v. + 
-arpv.] A fretful or peevish person. 

ax640 W. Fenner Sacrifice Fatthf. (1648) 15 The angrie 
fretchard praies for patience and meeknesse and yet sets 


downe without it. 
+ Fretel. Ods.-1 [a. OF r. fretel, frestel.] A 


sort of flute; a pan-pipe. 

1480 Caxton Ovid's Met. x1. iv, And Tymolus..juged by 
ryghte that the sowne of the lyre was better than the fretel 
or pype of Cornewaylle, ’ : 

4 Fretewil. [f. stem of Frur v.! + we (related 
to Win sd. and v.) desirous. Cf. ME, druse-il, 
herc-wil, spatwil, etc.] Voracious. 

a@1225 Ancr. R. (MS, C) 128 note, Fretewil widalle. 


Fretful (fretful), a. [f. Frev v.1+-ruv.] 

+1. a, Corrosive, irritating, 74, and jig. b. Irri- 
tated, inflamed. Ods. 

1593 SHAKS. 2 Zen. VJ, 111. ii, 403 Oh oe ts parting be a 
fretfull corosiue, It is applyed to a deathfull wound. 1594 
Prar Yewell-ho. 1. 56 More sharpe, and fretfull to their 
fingers than their vsuall morter. 1804 AperNnetuy Surg. 
Observ. 126 The ulcer..was of the size of a shilling, wit 
fretful edges. ae P ; 

2. Disposed to fret, irritable, peevish, ill-tem- 
pered; impatient, restless. 

x602 Suaks. aw. 1. v. 20 A Tale ., whose lightest word 
would. .make..each particular haire to stand on end, Like 
Quilles vpon the fretfull Porpentine. 1632 J. HAywarp tr. 
Biondi's Eromena 96 insomuch as he became fretfull, and 
pettish, 1739 Cisper Afod. (1756) IL. 34 ‘The fretful paneer 
ofa friend. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. fist. (1776) LV. 209 Im- 
pelled by a fretful impetuosity. x802 Med. Yrnd. VIU. 
528 ‘Che child had become more silly and fretful. 18 
Regul, Instr. Cavalry 1, 83 A horse continues uneasy anc 
fretful with the bit, 1837 yeron E. Mattrav, 1, ii, Men 
of second-rate faculties..are fretful and nervous. | @ 1848 
Rosseri Blessed Damosel vi, Where this earth Spins like 
a fretful midge. ; 

3. a. Of water, etc.: Agitated, troubled, broken 
into waves. b. Of the wind; Blowing in frets or 
gusts; gusty. 

1613-16 W. Browne Brit, Past. u. iv. 691 Two goodly 
streames .. Whose fretfull waues heatiog against the hill, 
Did all the bottome with soft muttrings fill. 1793 Smeaton 
Edystone L. § 322 The horizon .. was so extremely black, 
fretful, and hazy, that nothing could be seen, a 1849 J.C. 
Mancan Poems 59) 122 Bitter blows the fretful ete 
wind. 1887 Pall Mall G. 25 July 2/2 A pretty picture frame 
by the fretful sea and the cloudless sky, 
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4., Characterized by or apt to produce fretting. 

1737 Tuomson Mem. Ld. Talbot 340 The kindred Souls 
of every Land, (Howe’er divided in the fretful Days Of 
fo ines and Error) mingled now. 1798 Worvsw. 7vnferv 
Abbey, The fretful stir Unprofitable and the fever of the 
world. 1852 Biacnie Study Lang. 33 Vo pick words out 
of a dictionary is fretful. 1890 A/urray's Mag. June 737 
‘The fearsome, fretful, forest, dank and deep. 

Hence Fre'tfully ed@v., in a fretful manner; Fre't- 


fulness, the quality or condition of being fretful. 

16x5 Crooke Body of Man 274 And this we tearme fret- 
fulnesse or pettishnes. 1789 Map. D’ArBLay Diary Apr., 
Really frightened at she knew not what, she fretfully ex- 
claimed, [ete.]. 1843 J. Marrinrau Chr, Life (1867) 239 
Drives away every trace of fretfulness. 1860 FRoupE ///s?. 
&ng. V. 174 ‘The Carews rode fretfully up and down the 
river banks, prolre the mud with their lances to find foot- 
ing for their horses. 1880 Ourpa AVorfAs [. ix. 228 ‘What is the 
use of putting off?) said her mother fretfully, “you will be ill’. 

+ Fre‘tish, fre'tize, v.! Ods. Also 6 fre- 
tissh, freatish, 6-7 frettish, -ize. [f. /rediss- 
lengthened stem ofOFr. /redi, fretdir (Fr. frotdir), 
f. fretd (Fr. frotd) cold.) ¢rans. To chill, benumb, 
Only in sass. 

1523 St. Papers Hen. VILL, WV. 52 Many of their horses 
loste and fretished. 1535 /ézd, IX. 147, 1 could get neither 
bread, drink, nor fire .. till I was fretisshed. x58x Mut- 
CASTER Positions xlili, (1887) 265 That foolish fellow was 
fretished for cold. x607 WALKINGTON Of¢. Glass 58 Reviv- 
ing those remote parts, which without his influence woulde 
otherwise be frettisht with a chilnes. 

Hence Fre'tished f//. a.; Fre‘tishing, vé/. séd., 
a weakness in a horse's feet, the result of a chill, 
the pinching of a shoe, etc.; Fre‘tishing //. a., 
becoming ‘ fretished’. 

158r Mutcaster Post, vi. (1887) 48 Daunsing. .strengthen- 
eth weake hippes, fainting legges, freatishing feete. 1607 
Torsei, /our-f Beasts (1658) 292 Of the fretized, broken, 
and rotten lungs. 16r0 Marknam JZasterp. 1. Ixii, 322 If 
the horse be foundred through the straitnesse of a shoo, 
which .. is not a founder, but a frettizing which is a degree 
lesse then foundring. 1617 — Cavad, viii. 8 Nowe if his 
Horse haue beene formerly foundred or frettised vpon his 
feete, 1639 ‘IT’, De Gray Compl. Horsem, 38 We prick the 
two Toe-veines which do help Frettizing. 

+ Fre‘tish, fre'tize, v4 Obs. In7 frettish. 
[Connected with OF. /raztis (Godef.), said of 
capitals of columns, and app. rendering ‘ quasi in 
modum retis’ in 1 A?wes vil. 17. Cf Fre sd.', 0.2 

If this be a pa. pple., the Eng. vb, is prob, ad. OF. */rau- 
tiss-, *fraitir, fit be an adj. :—L. type ? Yracticius, the 
Eng. vb, is prob. formed upon it,] 

trans, =Frer v2 Hence + Fre'tized Af/. a., 
+ Fretizing vi. sd. 

1579-80 Norru Plutarch (1676) 36 The fretised seelings 
ay wrought. x6or in Willis & Clark Cambridge 
(7886) Il, 260 Payde also vnto Cobbe for frettishing the 
gallerie and the great chamber 30". 1606 Breton Sydney's 
Ourania ii, In purple robe with starres yfretized. ézd. 
xvi, A Carkanet..Fretized with Carbuncles. 1626 T. H. 
Caussin's Holy Cri, 85 This.. beautiful embowed frettizing 
of the heauenly Orbes. @ 1693 Urqunarr Aadelais mt. li. 
429 Angiports..frettized and embowed Seelings. 1703 T, S. 
Art's Improv. i. 43 Frettized work. 

Fretless (fretlés), a. vavre. [f. Frer sd.2 or v.1 
+-LESS.] a. Free from fret or annoyance. b, Of 


water: Unrufiled. 

1878 Browninc La Saisias 3 Fretless and free, Soul clap 
thy pinion! 1894 A. Wensrer Jother §& Dau. (1895) 17 
A full and crystal lake. .strong and fretless, stirs not, 

+ Fre'tly, a. Her. Ods. [a. OF. fretelé, occur- 
ring in the sense ‘bespattered (with mud)’, dim. 
of /reté Fruvry ; cf. the MDu. adapted vb. /reée- 
leeren to chequer.] = COUNTERFESSED. 

1486 Bh. St. Adbans, Her. Biija, Fretly is calde in armys 
whan the cootarmure is counterfesid. 1586 Ferns Silas. 
Gentrie 207 They called it sometimes Countersesyd, and 
commonly f° arte 

Fretoure, obs. form of Frivrer, 

Fret-saw. [f. Frer sd. + Saw 5d] A saw 
used for fret-cutting. So Fret-sawing vd/. sé., 
fret-cutting with such a saw. 

1865 Speci, F¥. Kennan's Patent No. 926. x Oscillating 
frame in which the fret-saw is strained, 1875 W. E, A, 
Axon Mechanic's Friend 15 Vibrating fret-saw, 

Fre'tsome, @. vare. [f. rer v.!+-somn.] a. 
Causing to fret; annoying. b. Given to fretting. 

1834 J. Witson in Blackw,. Mag. XX XVI. 586 Incessant 
refilling of plates is fretsome, 1870 Mrs, Puetrs Hedged 
Jn xviil, 273 Been aye too busy and poor an’ fretsome. 

Frettage (fretédz). [a. Fr. /rettage, f. fretter 
to ring, f. /rette Fruv 56.5] a, The process of 
shrinking on rings of metal about the breech of a 
gun to give additional strength. b. The collection 


of rings thus employed. 

1882 Rep, Chief of Ordnance 244 Cent.) The gun. .ordin- 
arily receives an exterior frettage. ~ 

Frettation (freté!fon). vave—'. [f. Frev o.1 
+-arion.] Annoyance ; discomposure. 

1779 Map. D'Aratay Diary (1842) I. iv. 163 She heard of 
my infinite /vedéation upon occasion of being pamphleted, 

+ Frette. Ods. rare. [app. ad. med.L. fretum, 
adapted form of the Teut. "ridu- Fritu sd,, peace.] 
A composition, agreement. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Cron. (18210) 290 Barons. .Suld com per 
he was, & with him mak per frette, Or [etc.]. 1480 Caxton 
Chron. Eng. cxciii. 169 No man must speke with the Kyng, 
but he had made with hym [the chamberlain] a frette for to 
done his nede, 








FRETTING. 


Frette, var. of Frer 50.1 

Fretted (fretéd), #A/.a.1 [f. Frerv.1+-Ep!.] 

1. Eaten or worn into holes, chafed. 

1545 AscnAM TJoxopfh, (Arb.) 121 To make the freated 
place as stronge or stronger then any other. 1649 G. DANIEL 
Trinarch., Hen, IV, ccclxxxii, His Raigne was All one thin 
Much-fretted veile of Loyaltie, x182x JoANNA BaiLiie Jet. 
Leg., Lady G. &. xxxi, Through fretted hose and garment 
rent. 


2. Worried, vexed, chafed, distressed. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I. Pref., The fears of these 
fretted philosophers will by and by subside. 1797-1803 
Foster in Like § Corr. (1846) I. 203 Feelings are rather 
fretted than melancholy, 1864 E. A. Murray £. Norman 
I. 7 Mrs. Townshend's .. countenance .. bore that fretted 
expression which [etc.]. 1876 BLackir Songs Relig. § Life 
136 Like ruffled plumes upon a fretted bird. 

3. Of water: Raised in small waves, ruffled. 

1855 H. Reep Lect. Eng. Hist. ut. 416 The sentiment of 
filial piety, which ought to flow in a placid current, is changed 
into a broken and fretted tide. 


Fretted (fretéd), Aa/. a.2 [f. Frer v.2 +-Ep1.] 
1. Adorned with carving in elaborate patterns ; 


carved or wrought into decorative patterns. 

1552 HuLoet, s.v. Beame, Beame ofa rouffe, not beynge in- 
bowed or fretted. 1667 Perys Diary 3 May, The Duke of 
York's chamber. .is now fretted at thetop. 1711 Pore Temz/. 
Fame 138 Wide vaults appear, and roofs of fretted gold. 
r7so Gray “legy 39 Thro’ the long-drawn isle and fretted 
vault The pealing anthem swells the note of praise. 1813 
Byron &x, Adydos u.v, And round her lamp of fretted gold 
Bloom flowers in urns of China's mould. 1872 Ruskin 
Eagle's Nest §92 The fretted pinnacles of Rouen. 


b. transf. and fig. in various senses. 

e1420 Pallad, on Husd, w. 725 His necke in many a ruge 
Yfretted grete. 1784 Cowrer Vash v. 118 Embossed, and 
fretted wild The growing wonder takes a thousand shapes 
Capricious, 31809 Pinkney 7vav. France 205, 1.. watched 
..the moon ascending in the fretted vault. 1856 CareRN 

-oents (ed. 2) 1x The antler’d oak, the fretted thorn, 1860 
TynpALt Glac. 1. xi. 78 The slope .. its termination being 
the fretted coping of the precipice. 

2. Her. Interlaced. Cf. Frerry a1 

1586 Ferns Blas, Gentrie 177 Burley beareth palee of 6 
ee A and B, fretted with a barrulet in fesse G, chiefe and 
baste of the same. r6x0 Guituim Heraldry iv. iii. 195 
The Field is Pearle, a Purse open, the long strings thereof 
pendant, Fretted, Nowed, Buttoned and Tasselled. 

+Fretten. Os. Also 5 freton. fad. Fr. 

Sretin broken pieces, ultimately f. L. fractzs broken. ] 
(See quots.) 

1477 Norton Ord. Aéch, vi. in Ashm. (1652) 96 The harder 
stuffe is called Freton, Of clipping of other Glasses it come. 
1688 R. HoLtme Armoury 1. 385/2 Fretten is waste cut and 
broken Glasse fit for noe worke, Castaway glasse. 

Fretter ! (fre‘tor). [f. Frevv.l+-rr1.] One 
who or that which frets. 

1. +a. A devourer (oés.). b. That which gnaws, 
eats away, or corrodes. Ods, exc. in vine-Sfretter : 
see quot. 1608. 

1523 Firzners. A/usd, § 43 Terre..is a fretter, and no 
healer, without it be medled with some of these [oil, butter, 
etc.]. 1§68-9 dec? rr £/iz, in Bolton Stat. Jred. (1621) 298 
The fretter of our lives and substance. 1608 TorseLL Se7- 
pents 666 Vine-fretters, which are a kind of Caterpillers, or 
little hairy wormes with many feet, that eat vines when 
they begin to shoot. 1610 Markuam Master, i. xxx. 432 
Other Farriers vse the powder of Risagallo, or Risagre, but 
it is a great deale too strong a fretter. x6xx Corer., 
Vavelliere, the little worme called a Wood-fretter. 1771 
Misc. in Ann, Reg. 172/2 Reaumur has proved that vine 
fretters do not want an union of sexes for the multiplication 
of their kind, 1895 Daddin Rev. Oct. 444 He considered 
the generation of vine fretters from a new point of view. 


2. a. One who or something which irritates or 
chafes. . One who gives way to fretting or ill- 


temper. 

a. 1503 Hawes Evan. Virt. viii. (Arb.) 38 So that 
fraylte to hym be no freter, @1625 Braum. & FL, Bloody 
Bro. 1, ii, Give me some drink, this fire’s a plaguy fretter. 
1790 Wo corr (P. Pindar) Advice to Fut, Laureat Wks. 
18x2 II. 34x Thou plague of Post Office, the teaser, fretter. 

b. 1649 Futter Fust Man's Fun, 19 The first are the 
fretters. @1732 TI’. Boston Sev, (1850) 120 This doctrine 
reproves murmurers and fretters. 

Fretter” (fretor). [f Frev v.4+-mrl.] A 
branch that rubs. 

1615 W. Lawson Orch. § Gard. 1. xi. (1668) 38 Fretters 
are when..two or more parts of the tree, or of divers trees, 
as arms, boughs .. grow so near and close together, that 
one of them by rubbing doth wound one another. 1664 
Evetyn Sylva (1776) 472 This is of great importance and so 
is the sedulously taking away of Suckers, Water-boughs, 
Fretters, etc. 1670 J. Smiru Lnglana’s Improv. Reviv'd 72. 

Fretting (fre'tin), vJ/. 50.1 [f. Frer vl + 
-inG1.] The action of Frrrzv.! in various senses. 

1. A slow gnawing or eating away ; erosion, cor- 

rosion; also, the process of decaying or wasting. 
- 1382 Wycuir r Avzgs viii. 37 If that hungre were growen 
yp on the erthe, or .. fretynge or locust. 1398 TrREvisA 
Barth. De P, R. xvi. xlv. (1495) 568 Rust is .. done awaye 
. .by..fretyng of a sawe or a fyle. cx14q40 Gesta Rom, \xiv. 
278 (Add. MS.) And the thirde day after she died, as by 
fretyng of the addres. 1545 AscHam Jo-roph. (Arb.) 108 
Buckles and agglettes at vnwares, shall race hys bowe, a 
thinge. .perilous for freatynge. 1599 Haxtuyr Voy. II. 16x 
No Wool is lesse subiect to Mothes, or to fretting in presse, 
then this. 1793 G. Wurre Seddorne vy. (1853) 22 These roads 
are by .. the fretting of water worn down through the first 
stratum of our freestone. 1878 A/7asgue Poets 106 The 
fretting of worms on withered wood, 


FRETTING. 


+b. A gnawing or pain (in the bowels). Oés. 
c1440 Promp. Parv. 73/1 Chervynge, or fretynge in be 
wombe, forcio. 1533 Exyvot Cast. Helthe 24 [Fennel seed] 
mytigateth freattynges of the stomake and guttes, 1578 Lyte 

Dodoens Vv. \xxvili. 646 Gripings and frettings of the belly. 

2. Of fermented liquors: The process of under- 
going a second and inactive fermentation. 

az1joo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Pareil..poured into a 
Vessel of Wine to Cure it’s Fretting. 1745 NEEDHAM 
Microsc. Disc. vii. 76 The fretting of Wine in the Spring 
Time..may be owing toa Fermentation, 1846 J. BAxTER 
Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I. 17x Singing must be carefully 
distinguished from fretting. The former is the result of 
active, the latter of inactive, fermentation. 

3. The action of irritating or chafing. 

1546 Puarr Bk. Childr. (1553) T vb, Some haue an ytch 
and a fretting of the skynne as yf it hadde bene rubbed with 
nettels. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. (vol. 11) 194 The 
onely Medicine that..cleanseth without fretting. 

4. Vexation, worrying ; an instance of this. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 115 Turment not thy 
selfe (my hert) with affliccyon & frettynge for that thynge 
that thou can not haue. 1583 StTanynurstT wezs 1. 
(Arb.) 46 With choloricque fretting Idumpt. 1607 TorsELL 
Four-f. Beasts (1658) 83 They fall into passions, frettings, 
sweating, pulling off their hats, and trembling fearfully. 
@1716 BiackaLtt Wks, (1723) I. 46 By their continual 
Peevishness and Frettings, they become ten times more un- 
easy. 1860 Emerson Cond. Life, Fate Wks. (Bohn) II. 325 
In age, we put out another sort of perspiration,—gout, 
fever, rheumatism. . fretting, avarice. 

Fretting (fre'tin), vd/. 50.2 [f. Fret v.2-+ 
-InGl,] The action of covering (a ceiling, etc.) 
with frets or fretwork; the ornamentation so pro- 


duced. Also transf. 


1614 Sir R. Bovte Diary (1886) I. 49, I agree to paie the 
plaisterers for fretting of my gallery at Yoghall 40 marks, 
1624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 63 Of this plastick Art, the 
chief use with us is in the graceful fretting of Roofs, 1801 
SoutHEey Zhalaba tv. x, The lovely Moon, O’er whose 
broad orb the boughs A mazy fretting framed. 1858 G,. 
Macponarp Phantastes xiv. 185 The arches intersected in- 
tricately, forming a fretting of black upon the white. 1880 
Watson in Frnt. Linn. Soc. XV. No. 84. 227 The peculiar 
microscopic spiral fretting of the genus. 

+Fre'tting, v/. sb.3 Obs. [f. Fret v.* + -1nG2.] 

c 1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 179 If pou wolt kepe be eendis 
of be heeris fro fretynge. 1552 Hutorr s.v. Bolster, 
Bolsters whyche bearers of burdens, as porters, etc. do 
weare for freatynge, thomices. 1578 Banister Hist. Man 
1. 13 [A] Gristle.. maketh the motion. .more easie, and swift, 
without metyng and frettyng of the Bones. 1600 Haxtuyt 
Voy. (1810) III. 128 They kindle their fire with .. fretting 
one sticke against another, 1657 Austen Frit Trees 1. 65 
Trees planted a good distance one from another are freed 
from frettings and gallings. 

Fretting (fretin), A/2.¢. [f. Frur v.1 + -1ne2.] 
That frets, in senses of thé vb. 

1. Gnawing, corroding, consuming, wasting. 

a. in material sense. Ods. or arch. 

1393 Lanet. P. PZ. C, xxi. 158 Of alle fretynge venymes 
be vilest is be scorpion. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 203 
Eruginosa is lijk be rust of copur. & bis maner of colre is 
miche freting & scharp. 1870 G. Exiis Lament, Lost 
Sheep \xxvii, Thou drankest freting vineger with gall, To 
make their bitter waters hunny-sweet. 1578 Lyte Dodoens 
ur, Ivii 223 Cast into fretting and devouring ulcers .. it 
stayeth the same. 1603 Suaks. Meas. for M. w. iii. 151 
Command these fretting waters from your eies. 1665-6 
Phil. Trans. 1. 257 Some other thing that will not be 
injured by the fretting Brine. 1676 D’Urrrey Mad. Fickle 
1v. i, Dor. Now has he a fretting Feaver on him, 168s 
Boye Salub. Air 65 The Liquor..by its fretting quality 
corrodes and dissolves Gold. 1769 J. Brown Dict. Bible 
s.v., A fretting leprosy is one which by prickling and rank- 
ling wastes the flesh, 1813 T. Buspy Lucretius 1. 361 To 
watery drops the hardest marbles yield, And lessening 
ploughshares own the fretting field. 1873 Farrar Szlence 
& V. iil. (1875) 61 All these gifts combined saved her not 
from being eaten away by that fretting leprosy of her 
favourite sins. 

b. in immaterial sense. 

1413 Piler. Sow/le (Caxton 1483) ut. ili. 5r Ye ben lene 
Caitifs withouten flesshe and that is of youre owne fretyng 
hertes. ¢1450 Lypc. & Burcu Secrees 1573 The sharp 
Corosye of fretyng detraccioun, did. 1971 And delyuer in 
the heed, ffrom fretyng malencolye. ¢1586 C’ress Pem- 
BROKE Ps, LXXvutl. iil, ‘These memories, in memory enrold, 
By fretting time may never thence be worn, 1652 R. 
Boreman Country. Catech. x. 28 Sinne, which is of that 
fretting nature, that wasting power [etc.]. 1682 O. N. 
Boileau’s Lutrin wv. 332 Exiling fretting Care, that kills a 
Cat! 1751 Jortin Serv. (1771) I.iv. 75 By industry we shut 
out..many fretting desires. 1878 Mortey Vauvenargues 7 
If poverty means pinching and fretting need of money. 

ce. intr. for vefl. Decaying. 

1821 CLarE Vill. Minstr. 1. 46 Curiosity his steps hath 
led To gaze on some old arch or fretting wall. 

2. Chafing, fretful. Of a horse: Impatient. 
Also transf. 

1587 Turserv. Tvag. T. (1837) 43 Full sore she feard her 
flanks, and thought shee sawe Her friende pursue her on his 
fretting steed. 1594 Hooker Zccl, Pol. 1v. ix. § 2 When wee 
are in a fretting moode at the Church of Rome. 1864 Sir F. 
Patcrave Norm. § Eng. 1V. 179 Familiar and friendly con- 
versation with the angry fretting king. 1883 Pal MallG. 
30 Noy. 4/2 Slow barges .. move on more speedily behind 
a fretting tug. 

3. Agitated, frothing. Of wine: That is under- 
going a second fermentation. 

1567 Turserv. Epit, §& Sonn. (1837) 342 No force of fret- 
ting fome. 1733 Cuevne Eng. Malady i. iv. (1734) 300 
Just as a Bottle of.. fretting Wine, when the Cork is pull’d 
out, will fly up, fume, and rage. «1764 J. CLuppe P/ysio- 
gnomy 38 Anger is a kind of yeast in lumpish constitutions, 
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that ferments, and gives a frothy, fretting volatility te the 
sluggish matter. : . 
b. Of the wind: Blowing in frets or gusts. 

1628 Dicpy Voy. Medit. (1868) 5 It was a maine storme, 
and a furious fretting wind, and in gustes there came most 
violent flawes. ; s 

Hence Fre‘ttingly adv., in a fretting manner. 

1649 Drumm. or Hawtn. Hist. Fas. V. Wks. (1711) 107 
In musical instruments, if a string jar and be out of tune, 
we do not frettingly break it, but leisurely veer it about to 
aconcord. 1866 Mrs. M. J. Preston Beechenbrook, Like a 
mettled young war-horse that. .frettingly champs at the bit. 

Fretty (freti), a1 Also fretté(e. [ad. OFr. 
Sretté, £. frece trellis-work; see FRET 50.1] 

1, Her. ‘Covered with a number of narrow bars 
or sticks, usually eight, lying in the directions of 
the bend and bend-sinister, interlacing each other’ 
(Cussans). Of a charge: Fretted or interlaced 


weth. 

1862 Lecu Armory 158 b, If there be mo then viii Peces, 
then shall it be blazed frette and neuer tell the pices. 
1572 BossEwELL Avworie u. 36b, This Cheuron may be 
borne frettie with an other. 1705 HEarne Codlect. 24 Nov., 
[He] bore for his Armes Or fretté gules, with a Besant on 
each joynt of y® Fretté. 1844 Pace Suppl. Sufi Trav.159 
Willoughby: or; fretty, azure. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. 
dona, Ord. (1863) 109 Morville bears the Fretty fleurs- 

€-lls. 

absol. quasi-sb. 1687 Lond. Gaz. No. 2217/4 The following 
Coats of Arms. .viz. A Frettee of Six Barrs, and a Party-par- 
pale Indented Quarter’d Coat upon the one Pair. 1869 W. 
S. Etuis Axtig. Her. x. 236 The Lord Audley as a special 
favour. .allowed four of his esquires to bear his own fretty in 
their coat armour. 

+2. transf. 

a1618 J. Davies Sonnet Oxf. Univ. 16 Oxford, o I 
praise thy situation., Thy Bough-deckt-dainty Walkes, with 
Brooks beset Fretty, like Christall Knots, in mould of Tet. 

Fretty (freti), 2.2 [f. Frerv.!+-y1.] Inclined 
to fret. a. Of persons: Fretful; irritable. b. Of 
a sore: Inflamed, festering. 

1844 Dickens Let. to Forster in Forster Life (1873) II. 
t10 O’Connell’s speeches are the old thing: fretty, boastful, 
frothy. 1890 Life's Remorse II. xiii. 136 I have been rather 
fretty about it. 1894 Catholic News 16 June, The book is 
a literary running sore, fretty, stenchsome and repulsive. 
1895 R. Kiptine in Pad/ Mall G, 26 June 2/1 It is a curious 
thing that if you call his name aloud in public after an 
Englishman you make him hot and fretty. 

+ Fre'twise, -ways, adv. Ods. [f. Fret sd.1 
+-WISE.] In the form of a fret; so as to interlace. 

1423 Jas. 1 Kiugis Q. xlvi, In fret-wise couchit [was] 
with perleis quhite. 1610 Guituim Heraldry ut. xxii. 169 
Sometimes you shall find Fishes borne fret-waies, that is to 
say fretted or interlaced one ouer another. 1717 Tazor in 
Phil. Trans. XXX. 558 Some [bricks] had one of their 
Sides wav'd..some Fretwise. 

Fre'twork, [f. Frer 5d.1+ Work sd.] . 

1. Arch. Carved work in decorative patterns con- 
sisting largely of intersecting lines, esf. as used in 
the decoration of ceilings. 

160r Hottanp Pliny xxxvi. xxiv. II. 595 Plastre serveth 
passing well to white wals or seeling ; also for to make little 
images in fretworke, to set forth houses. ¢17x0 C. FieNNES 
Diary (1888) 144 Y° Church is new and very handsome, 
good frettworke on y® top. 1768 Gray in Corm w. WV. 
Nicholls (1843) 81 The wooden fretwork of the north isle 
you may copy, when you build the best room of your new 
Gothic parsonage. 1823 Byron ¥zan xi. Ixii, The gale 
sweeps through its fretwork. 1852 Miss YoncEe Caszeos 
(1877) II. xiv. 149 A tomb rich in fretwork and imagery. 

transf. and fig. 1693 W. Frexe Se/. Ess. Apol. 6 If.. 
the .. sincerity of my Work has been full and just .. I may 
well leave the Fretwork .. to an after part. 31712 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 414 P 2 The curious Fret-work of Rocks and 
Grottos. 1820 Lams Zia Ser. 1. South Sea Ho., Moths.. 


-making fine fret-work among their single and double entries. 


1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. 111. 353 Some party of pleasure 
era ae on the turf in the fretwork of shade and sun- 
shine. 

attrib. 1634 WitHER Emblemes 222 Hee that in his hall 
or parlour dines Which fret-worke roofes, or costly cedar 
lines. 1799 R. Warner Walks (1800) 43 The magnificent 
cathedral of Wells, with its fret-work towers. 1807 WorDsw. 
White Doe vit. 343 And floors encumbered with the show 
Of fret-work imagery laid low. 1841 T. J. OuseLry Lng. 
Melodies 146 ‘To gaze upon the leafy fret-work screens. 
1878 MeVirtir Ch.-Ch. Cathedral 75 A fret-work string 
course under the triforium arcade. 

2. Wood-work cut with a fret-saw into orna- 
mental designs. 

1881 Youne Every man his own Mechanic § 39 Better 
adapted for back-grounds than for sawing as fret-work. 
Ibid. § 633 Fret-work consists chiefly in cutting out an open 
and elaborate design in thin wood, 

3. Her. 

_ 1864 Boutet Her. Hist, § Pop. vii. 32 This Frette-Work 
is supposed to be in relief upon the field. 

4. (See quot.) 

1859 Gwitt Lncycl. Arch. 1. iii. (ed. 4) 586 Fretwork is 
the ornamental part of lead-light work, and consists in 
working ground or stained glass into different patterns and 
devices, 

Hence Fre'tworked /#/. a. 

1875 J. H. Bennet Winter Medit. tw. xix. 607 The sand- 
stone rocks. .are..fretworked into every conceivable shape. 

Freuch, Sc. form of Froueu a., weak, frail. 

Freure, var. of FRovER, Ods., comfort. 

Frevol(1, -wall, -ell, -ill, var. ff. Frivon, Ods. 

Frey, obs. form of Fry sd., young fish. 

Freyne, var. of Frtan, Ods. 


Freytoureere: see FRATERER. 











FRIAR. 


Frezel, var. of Frizzix, sb.2 ; 

Friability (fraiabi'liti). [ad. F. /riabilité: see 
FRIABLE and -1ry.] The quality of being friable. 

1620 VENNER Via Recta iv. 73 Codfish for .. friability of 
substance is commended. 1690 Locke Hum. Und. Ww. vi. 
(1695) 337 Its Malleableness too .. would be changed into a 
perfect Friability. 1792 A. Younc Tvav. France 289 In some 
states the particles .. recede and melt with friability. 1858 
Geis Hist. Boulder viii. 153 From their friability they are 


most easily decomposed. 

Friable (fraiab’l), a. Also 7-8 fryable. [a. 
F, friable, ad. L. friabilis, f. friare to crumble into 
small pieces.] Capable of being easily crumbled 


or reduced to powder ; pulverizable, crumbly. 

1563 T. Gate 7 eat. Gonneshot 2 The spume of Nitre is 
Judged best, which is most lyghte, fryable. 1614 RaLricH 
Hist. World Pref. 17 Stone Walls, of matter moldring and 
friable, have stood two or three thousand years, 1684-5 
Boyvte Mix. Waters 48 Lightly calcin’d .. till it became .. 
friable between the Fingers, 1793 G. Wuire Sedborne iv. 
(1853) 21 Balls of a friable substance like rust of iron called 
rust balls, 1845 G. E. Day tr. Sivzon’s Anim. Chen. 1, 288 
The clot is soft, friable..and is very rarely covered with 
a buffy coat. 1870 Emerson Soc. § Solit., Farming Wks. 
(Bohn) III. 6: These tiles..drain the land, make it sweet 
and friable. 

Hence Fri‘ableness. 

1667 BoyLe Orig. Hormes § Qual. (ed. 2) 317 In Vitriol the 
friableness..need not be attributed to the compositum as 
such. 1852 Jounston in 97nd. R. Agric. Soc. XIII. 1, 21 
The natural fertility and friableness of its soils. 


+ Frian, freyne. Cookery. Ods. 

c1soo For to serve a Lord in Babees Bk. 376 Chese, 
freynes, bredehote, witha cake. 1597 Lk. Cookerie F, How 
to make Frians, 


+ Frivand, a. (sb.) Obs. [a. F. friand dainty ; 
according to Hatz.-Darm. an alteration of /rzant, 
pa. pple. of /vzve, the primary sense being ‘ qui 
grille (d’impatience)’.] .A. aaj. Dainty; delicious 
to the palate; fond of delicate food. B. sd, A 
person of dainty taste in food, an epicure. 

1598 Fiorio, Leccardo, a glutton, a friand, a gurmand. 
1599 A. Hume Hymns (1832) 11 The little friand fish in 
flude, and dentie volatil. 1603 FLorto Aontaigne ut. xiii. 
(1632) 622, J am very friand and gluttonous of fish. 1792 
Bentuam Wks, (1838-43) X. 276 The good family wanted 
something friand for a side dish. 1818 T. Moore Fudge 
Family 22 The land of Cocaigne, That Elysium of all that 


is friand and nice. 
+ Friandise. Ods. [a. F. friandise, f. frtand 


dainty. ] 

1. Something dainty to the taste, a delicacy. 

1483 Caxton G. de la Tour B vij, She..gafto them flesshe 
and other fryandyses delycyous. P 

2. Daintiness, fondness for delicate fare. 

1603 FLorio Montaigne i. xiii. (1632) 620 Whosoever re- 
mooveth from a child a certaine .. obstinate affection .. to 
bakon, or to garlike, taketh friandize from him. 1604 E. G, 
D’ Acosta’s Hist. Indies w. xvi. 255 They have invented .. 
(for friandise and pleasure) a certaine kinde of paste. 

Friar (fries, fraio1), sb. Forms: 3-6, 9 arch. 
frere, 3-5 frer, 5-6 freer(e, 6 Sc. freir, (freyr), 6 
freare, frea3our, frir, 6-7 fryer, 6-8 frier, fryar, 
9 Sc. dal, freer, freir, 5, 7- friar. [ME. /rere, 
a. OF. frere (mod.F. /rére), earlier fredre :—Lat. 

Sratrem, BROTHER, 

In Fr. and Pr. the words for brother and friar are the 
same; in the other Rom. langs. they are different. It. 
Jrate (as a prefixed title fra) is ad. L. frater; Sp. fraile 
(as prefix fray), earlier fraire, is ad. Pr. /raire, regularly 
repr. L. fratrem: Pg. has frez from the Sp. fray. 

For the change of /vere into friar, cf. guire(=choir) from 
guere, briar from brere, entire from extere.] é 

1. =Bnroruen, in fig. applications ; esf. in OFr. 
phrase dew frere ‘fair brother’. Ods. 

cx1290 Beket 1348 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 145 ‘Certes, beu 
frere’ quat be pope: ‘ I-nelle nou3t take on so’. c1zgo Sz. 
Brendan 121 /bid. 223 ‘ Beau freres’ quap seint brendan: 
*3e nebore nobing drede’. c1330 Asis §& Amil. 17 How 
yong the[y] become frere, In courte whereas thei were. 
¢ 1530 Hickscorner Eij, What Frewyll myne owne frere 
Arte thou out of thy minde. 1821 JoANNA BatLuir JZet. 
Leg., Lady G. B. xix, Her jealous Frere, oft on her gazing. 

2. In the Roman Cath. Ch.: A brother or mem- 
ber of one of certain religious orders founded in the 
13th c. and afterwards, of which the chief were the 
four mendicant orders; the Franciscans (+ 4rzars 
minors, Minorttes, or Grey Friars); the Augustines 
(Austin Friars); the Dominicans (friars Preach- 
ers, Black Friars); and the Carmelites (+ /virs 
carims =F. fréres carmes; White Friars). 

c 1290 Beket 1170 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 140 Forth rod pis holi 
man As pei it were a frere and let him cleopie frere cristian. 
1297 R. Gtouc. (Rolls) roros & ber .. Pe ordre bigan of 
frere prechors. @1310in Wright's Lyvic P. 110 He lenep on 
is forke ase a grey frere. ¢1325 Poene Times Edw. II, 163 
in Pol, Songs (Camden) 331 Freres of the Carme, and of 
Seint Austin. c1q400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxxi. 139 Twa frere 
meneours of Lombardy. c¢1400 Rom. Rose ae Sakked 
Freres. c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 91 Geder up, lo, 
lo, Ye hungre begers frerys. c1g00 God speed the Plough 
55 Then commeth the blak freres. _@ 1502 in Arnolde Chron. 
(1811) p. xxi, This yere .. frirs carims began first .. A°. Dni. 
M.ij.C.xx. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 140 Though 
the frere minor gyue great example of holynes. 1529 More 
Dyaloge 11. Wks, 223/2 Frere Hierom geuing vp his order 
of the frere obseruantes came to hym. 1537 in Brand Hist, 
Newcastle (1789) I. 130 ote, Prior of the Freazours Preach- 
ours of Newcastell. @1596 in Shaks. Zam. Shr. 1v. i. 148 
It was the Friar of Orders gray As he forth walked on his 


FRIAR. 


way. 1628 Coxe Ox Litt. 132 The Order of Friers Minors 
and Preachers. 1647 Trapp Comm. 1 Tim. iv.2 It was 
grown to a common Proverb, 4 Frier, a lier. 1673 Ray 
Fourn. Low C., Spain 492 A great Convent of Dominican 
Freres. 169r Woop Ath. Oxon. I. 19 Johan. de Coloribus 
.. by Profession a Black Frier, was a Reader of Divinity. 
1703 MauNDRELL Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 7 Some Itinerant 
Fryars. 1797 Mrs. Ravcuirre /taliax vi, These friars had 
left the convent. 181z2 Byron Ch. Har.1. xxix, Lordlings 
and freres—ill-sorted fry I ween! 1816 Scorr Aztzg. xxvii, 
‘He might bea capechin freer for fat I kend.’ 1874 GREEN 
Short Hist. iii. § 6. 145 To the towns especially the coming 
of the Friars was a religious revolution. 

b. Sometimes loosely applied to members of the 
monastic or of the military orders. 

¢1330 R. Brunne Chrow. (1810) 197 Pe freres of be hospital, 

& pe temple also. 1653 Uroquuart adelais u. vii. (1884) 
139 The brimborions of the celestine friars. 1801 A, RANKEN 
Hist. France 1. 225 In ordinary occurrences of difficulty 
he [the Abbot] may consult with the older friars. : 

ce. #/. The quarters or convent of a particular 
order; hence often used as a proper name for the 


part of a town where their convent formerly existed. 

1375 Barsour Bruce u. 33 He .. with Schyr Ihone the 
Cumyn met, In the freris, at the hye Awter. 1479 in Eng. 
Gilds (1870) 426 They shall here sermonde at the firere 
menors. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. cxcvii. 173 The barons 
token counceyll bytwene hem at Frere prechours at pount- 
fret. 1536 BELLENDEN Cro. Scot. xiv. vii, He wes in be 
freiris of Dunfreis. 1655 Futter Ch. Hist. vi. i. 270 A 
place .. still retaining the name of Black Fryers. 1822 
Scott Wigel xxv, You are about to leave the Friars? I will 
go with you. 1897 Oxf Times 13 Feb. 5/8 Houses in the 
.. Friars have been invaded by the flood-water. 


+3. Some vessel, etc. made in the similitude of 


a friar, Ods. 

1463 Bury Wills(Camden) 41 To Kateryne Druy my best 
gay cuppe of erthe kevvryd, or ellys oon of the frerys, to 
chese of bothe. 


+4, Some kind of fly (see quot.). Ods. 

1661 Lovet Hist. Azim. § Min. 48 The long flye called 
a Frier..which is counted poysonsome. 

5. A name given to various fishes. 

1603 Owen Pembrokesh. (1891) 123 The frier [named in a 

~ list of fish]. 1889 Cextury Dict., Friar, a fish of the family 

Atherinidg. An Irish name of the angler, Lophius pisca- 
torius. 1892 Simmonps Dict. Trade Suppl., Friar, a 
name for the silversides, a North American fish, Chivostoma 
notatunt. 


6. An Australian bird of the genus Phdlemon. 


Now usually frzar-bird. 

1798 D. Cottins Acc. Exg. Col. N.S. Wales 615 Vocab., 
Wirg-an, Bird named by us the Friar. 1848 J. Goutp 
Birds Austral. \V. Descr. pl. 58 Tropidorhynchus Corni- 
culatus..Friar Bird. 

7. Print. (See quots.) 

1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 11.377 Fryer, when the Balls 
donot Take, the Un-taking part of the Balls that touches the 
Form will be left White, or if the Press-men Skip over any 
part of the Form, and touch it not with the Balls, though 
they do Take, yet in both these cases the White place is 
cal’d a Fryer. 1824 J. Jonnson Jyfogr. Il. 324 That 
corner untouched by the ball [of printer’s ink] .. is tech- 
nically termed a friar. 1871 Amer. Encycl. Print. (ed. 
Ringwalt), /viars, light patches caused by imperfect inking 
of the form. 

8. White friars: ‘a small flake of light-coloured 
sediment floating in wine’, 

a1745 SwirtT Direct. Serv.i. Wks. 1824 XI. 396 If the 
cork be musty or white friars in your liquor. 

9. attrib. and Comb. a. attributive (of or per- 
taining to the friars), as /rzar-house, -kirk, -lands ; 
appositive, as /riar-begear (and see under sense 2). 

1480 Caxton Chron, Eng. ccxxxvii. 262 The iiij ordres of 
the *frere beggers. 1525 FirzHers. Husb, 58 b, Chyrches, 
abbeys, *frere houses. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 488 
He .. Syne bureit was .. In the *freir kirk at the hie altar 
end. 1681 in Southey Commz,-p2. Bk. IV. 379 They likewise 
renounce all chapels. .monk-land, *frier-lands..and dice. 

b. Special comb.: friar’s balsam, tincture 
of benzoin compound used as an application for 
ulcers and wounds; friar-bird: see sense 6; 
friar’s cap(s, the Monkshood, Aconitum Nafpel- 
Jus; friar’s chicken, ‘ chicken-broth with eggs 
dropped in it’ (Jam.); friar’s cowl, the Cuckoo- 
pint or Wake Robin, Arum maculatum; friar’s 
crown, Carduus eriophorus; >} friar-fly, an idler ; 
friar’s goose, Lryngium campestre; friar’s-grey, 
grey worn by the Franciscans; friar’s-hood = 
Jriar’s cowl; friar(??s knots, in goldsmith’s work, 
knots made in imitation of the knotted cords of the 
Franciscans; friar’s lantern = /enzs fatuus; friar- 
skate, the Rata alba; friar’s thistle = frzar’s 


crowi. 

1844 Hostyn Dict. Med.,*Friars’ balsam. 1830 Wither- 
ing’s Brit. Plants (ed. 7) (Brit. & H.), *Wriars caps. 1861 
Miss Pratr Flower. Pl. 1. 46 Monk's-hood, Aconitune 
Nafpellus..Had the old names of Helmet-flower and Friar’s- 
cap. 1782 Sir J. Sinctair Odserv. Sc. Dial. 150 Fried 
chickens, (properly) *Friars chickens. A dish invented 
by that luxurious body of men. 1815 [see CRAPPIT-HEAD]. 
1597 GERARDE Herbal u. ccxci. 686 Of *Friers Coule, or 
hooded Cuckowpint. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 1. 90 
Wake Robin or Cuckow Pintle .. is of some called Friers 
Coule, because of the hooding of the Pestle, when it is 
springing forth. 1597 GerARDE Heréal u. cccclxii. 990 
The downe Thistle .. is thought of diuers to be that .. re- 
port{ed] to be called Corona fratrum or *Friers Crowne. 
1577 NoRTHBROOKE Dicing (1579) rz b, Idlers & wanderers 
were wont to be called *friers flees (the Lat. above is 
JSratres muscas) that do no good. 1861 Mrs. LANKESTER 
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Wild Flowers 62 Another British species, Exyzgiume 
Canipestre, called by John Ray *Friar’s Goose. 1594 
Hooker Zecl. Pol. tv. xiii. § 6 As one family is not abridged 
of liberty to be clothed in *friars’-srey for that another doth 
wear clay-colour, so neither are all churches bound to the 
self-same indifferent ceremonies which it liketh sundry to 
use. 1597 GerarDe Herbal u. ccxci. 686 *Friers hood is of 
two sorts, the one broad leafed, the other narrow leafed. 
1488 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scot, (1877) 1.83 A chen3e of gold 
maid in fassone of *frere knottis. 1529 M. Parr in W7dls 
Doct. Com, (Camden) 18, xviij. diamontes sett with fryers 
knottes. 1632 Mitton L’Adlegro 104 And he, by *Friar’s 
Lantern led, Tells how [etc.]. 1810 NEILL List Fishes 28 
(Jam.) Sharp-nosed Ray. .*Friar-skate. 


+ Friar, v. Obs. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. zztr. To act as a friar, play the friar. 

@1535 More How Serjeant would be Frere 156 in Hazl. 
£. P. P, III. 125 His heart for pride lept in his side, to see 
howe well he freered. c¢1645 Howe tt Leff. (1892) II. 571 
A rich Boor’s Son, whom his Father had sent abroad a 
Fryaring, that is, shroving in our Language. 

2. trans. To make (a person) a friar. 

1599 Sanpys Euvope Spec. (1632) 232 There remaines 
nothing for a Iew converted, but to bee Friered. 

+ Fritarage. Ods. In 6 frerage. [f. Friar 
5d, +-AGE.] The system of the orders of friars. 

1ss5 RipteEy Farew. Let. in Cert. Godly Lett. Saints 
(1564) r00b, Her false counterfayte religion in her monkery 
and frerage, and her traditions, whereby [etc.]. 

Friarhood. [f Friar sd. + -Hoop.] =Fra- 
TERNITY. 

1726 Ayurre Parergon 259 By the Canon-Law..Abbots 
++ may excommunicate their Monks for Disobedience. .and 
if they become incorrigible thereby, they may be expell’d 
and turn’d out of the Society of the Fryar-hood. 


+Frivarish, a. Ods. [fas prec. + -IsH.] Of 


or pertaining to friars, friar-like. 


158r1 HANMER Answ. Fesuit’s Challenge To Rdr. 2 In 
weede monkish, frierish, priestly and Pharisaicall. /d7d. 
25 b, This is right Frierish, Limitor like. 

Friar-like, z. Like a friar; of or pertaining 
to friars. 

1600 O. E. Refi. to Libel. viii. 189 All honest men detest 
this frierlike fashion. 1603 Knoties Hist. Turks (R.), 
Their friar like general would the next day make one holy- 
day in the Christian calendars in remembrance of 30,000 
Hungarian martyrs slain of the Turks. 1646 P. BuLKELEY 
Gospel Covt.1. 24 The idle toyes, and frier-like conceits about 
Purgatory drawn from hence, I passe by. 

+Fri-arling. Ols.rare—". [f. as prec. + -LING.] 
A young friar, a disciple in friarhood. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § JZ. (1596) 381, 1 .. will that all my 
frierlings shall labor, and liue of their labor. 

Priarly (froioili), a. (adv.) Now rare. [f.as 
prec. +-Ly 1 and 2.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to friars; resembling 
a friar; friar-like. 

1549 LATIMER 5/h Serm. bef. Edw. VI (Arb.) 151 Thys is 
a fryerly fassion that wyll receyue no monye in theyr 
handes but wyll haue it put vpon theyr sleues. 1583 GoLp- 
ING Calvin on Deut. \xxxiv. 518 These frierly flatterers. 
1609 Br. W. Bartow Amsw. Nameless Cath. 247 In his 
Friarly garments (habits of peace and pietie). a@ 1661 
Futter Worthies 11. (1662) 125 He never set his name to 
his Books, but it may (according to the Frierly-Fancy) be 
collected out of the Capital Letters of his severall works. 
1817 T. L. Peacock Melincourt 11. 33 In life three ghostly 
friars were we And now three friarly ghosts we,be. 1885 G. 
Merepitu Diana Crossways II. vii. 159 We will..send you 
back sobered and friarly to Caen. 

B. adv. In friarly fashion, after the manner of 


the friars. 

21631 Donne Let#t. to Sir R. H. (Alford) VI. 337, I never 
fettered nor imprisoned the word Religion, not straightening 
it Friarly, ad veligiones Jactitias. 

+Friar Rush. The proper name (Ger. 
Rausch) of the hero of a popular story, which tells 
of the adventures of a demon disguised as a friar. 
Hence used as the name of a Christmas game. 

1603, Declar. Popish Impost. 33 Fitting complements for 
. .coaleunder candlesticke: Frier Rush: and wo-penny hoe. 

4] Confused by Scott (?after Milton Z’A//egro 104) 
with Jenzs fatuus. 

1808 Scorr Marmi. tv. i, Better we had .. Been lanthorn- 
led by Friar Rush. 

Friarship. zonce-wd. [f. Friar 5d. +-SHIP.] 
A mock title applied to a friar or monk. 

1708 Motreux Rabelais ww. Ixvi. (1737) 272 As if every 
one was a Monk, like his Fryarship. 

Friary (froi-ori). 5d. [f. Friar 5d. + -y2; see 
the earlier FRary.] 


1. A convent of friars. 

1538 Latimer Let. to Cromwell 6 Oct., Rem. (Parker Soc.) 
403 If the kings grace..would vouchsafe to bestow the two 
friaries, Black and Grey, with their appurtenance, upon this 
his poor, ancient city. @31659 CLEVELAND JVs, (1687) 217 
Not a poor loop-hole, Error could sneak by, No not the 
Abbess to the Friery. 1759 B. Martin Wat. Hist. Eng, I. 
156 Near Guildford is the Friery. 1824 Miss Mitrorp 
Village Ser. 1. (1863) 122 The remains of an old friary. 1884 
Catholic Times 10 Oct. 4/8 The foundation-stone of the new 
Friary..the first of the kind established since the Reforma- 
tion. 

2. A fraternity or brotherhood of friars, 

163r WeEEVER Axc. Fun. Mon. 423 A Friery or Brother; 
hood founded by Raph Hosiar. 1697 Lond, Gaz. No. 
3312/3 A Bill for Suppressing Fryeries was presented this 
day to the House of Lords, 1762 tr. Busching’s Syst. Geog. 
II. 216 He proposed also to founda convent, to be dedicated 
to the poorest friary in the Kingdom. 








FRIBBLE. 


+3. The institution or practices of friars. Ods. 

1655 Futter Ch, Hist. vi. 272 When John Milverton .. 
began (in favour of Friery) furiously to engage against 
Bishops and the Secular Clergy. a1661 — Worthzes ww. 
(1662) 9 A Secular Priest, betwixt whose Profession and 
Fryery, there was an ancient Antipathy. 

4. attrib. (of or pertaining to a friary or friaries), 
as friary-cart, -chapel, -church. 

1598 Stow Szrv. 357 This was called the frery cart .. 
and had the priueledge of sanctuary. 1774 Warton Hist. 
Eng. Poet, 1. ix. 293 It was fashionable for persons of the 
highest rank to bequeath their bodies to be buried in the 
friary churches. 1872 Dazly News 22 May, The Friary 
Chapel, where the ceremony was to be held. 

+Fritary, a Ods. [f. Friar sd.+-y1.] Of or 
pertaining to the friars. 

1589 Coorer Adwion. 224 Hypocrites .. which will haue 
these preceptes perpetuall, and builde thereon frierie and 
monkish superstition. 1605 CAMDEN Jt e772, (1636) 165 Francis 
Cornefield. .invented to signifie his name, Saint Francis with 
his Friery kowle in a cornefield. 

+ Fria'tion. Ods. [as if ad. L. */r7dtion-em, 
n. of action f. frzare to rub into small pieces.] The 
action of rubbing or crumbling into small pieces. 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Frication or Friation, a rubbing 
or fretting together. 1657 R. Turner Paracels. Chyii. 
Transmut. 43 The first beginning of its Resolution is not 
Friation. 1743 Lond. & Country Brew. u. (ed. 2) 139 By 
such Friation they are put into a Condition of imparting 
their Essence more freely to the Wort. 

Fribble (frib’l), sd. and a. [f. next vb.] 

AS sO: 

1. A trifling, frivolous fellow, one not occupied 
in serious employment, a trifler. 

1664 J. WiLson Cheaiés 1. iii, A Company of Fribbles, enough 
to discredit any honest House in the World. 1771 J. Gites 
Poems 161 A nymph who can for me forego The fop, the 
fribble, and the beau. 1865 Merivate Rom. Emp. VIII. 
lxiv. 128 The criminals they lash were at least no milksops 
in crime, no fribbles in vice. 1881 Besant & Rick Chafi. 
fleet u1. iii, Yonder little fribble. .is a haberdasher from town, 
who pretends to be a Templar. 

2. A trifling thing; also, a frivolous notion, idea, 
or characteristic. 

1832 W, STEPHENSON Gateshead Poets 24 To supply his 
horse’s rack He deem’d it but a fribble. 1874 BLackir 
Self-Cult. 83 The fribbles, oddities, and monstrosities of 
humanity. 

3. Frivolity, nonsense. 

1881 E. Mutrorp Republic of God ii. 31 note, This life, that 
is not that of fribble or of crime, is not ephemeral. 

4. Comb., as fribble-like adj.; fribble-frabble, 
nonsense. 

1822 T. Mircuett A7vistoph. II. 239 He with legs planted 
wide in this fashion, Fribble-like, swings his frame. 1859 
Sata Tw. round Clock (1861) 77 The innumerable whim- 
whams and fribble-frabble of fashion. 

B. aaj. Trifling, frivolous, ridiculous. 

1798 Brit. Critic Jan. 96 The superficial, trivial and frigid 
manner in which that fribble minister (AZinistve de Boudoir) 
treated this important branch of administration. 1839 
THACKERAY Crit. Rev. Wks. 1886 XXIII. 128 An illustration 
of some wretched story in some wretched fribble Annual. 
1840 — Catherine i, Lovely woman !..what lies and fribble 
nonsense canst thou make us listen to. 

Hence Fri‘bbledom, the spirit or behaviour of 
a fribble; Fri-bbleism, the quality characteristic 
of a fribble, frivolity. 

1758 Phanor in Goldsmith's Wks. (ed. Gibbs) IV. 429 He 
[Shakespear] disdained the fribleism of the French, in 
adopting the blemishes with equal passion as the beauties 
of the ancients. 1844 Blackw. Mag. LV. 557 Such as the 
Quarterly informed us last year, in a fit of fribbledom, were 
worthy the neat little crowquills of lady-authors. 

Fribble (frib’l), v. [onomatopeeic; prob. in- 
fluenced in sense by association with FRivoL. ] 

+1. a. ¢rans. To falter, stammer (ou¢); also 
intr. with through. b. intr. To falter, totter in 
walking, Ods. 

ax627 Mippieton Mayor of Queenborough v. i, They 
speak but what they list of it, and fribble out the rest. 
1640 Brome Azztifodes u. Wks. 1873 III. 257 If he [the 
actor] can frible through, and move delight In others, I [the 
author] am pleas'd. @1652 — J/ad Cozple u. ibid. I. 26 
You haue often muttered and fribled some intentions towards 
me. 1709 STEELE Zartler No. 49 P 8 The poor Creature 
fribles in his gate. 1848 Craic, /77bdde .. to totter likea 
weak person. 

2. zntr. In early use, to act aimlessly or feebly, 
to busy oneself to no purpose; to ‘fiddle’. Now 
(exc. dal.) only in strongly contemptuous sense: 


To behave frivolously, trifle. 

1640 Brome Sparagus Garden 1. ii, As true as I live he 
fribles with mee sir Hugh. 1664 Butter Hwd. Mu. iii. 36 
Though Cheats yet more intelligible Than those that with 
the Stars do fribble. 1748 Ricuarpson C/ar7ssa (1811) VI. 
Ixxviii. 378 He fribbled with his waistcoat buttons, as if he 
had been telling his beads. 1855 THackEeray Vewcomes I. 27 
Not as you treat these fools that are fribbling round about 
you. 1892 I. Zancwitt Bow Myst.60 Who's fribbling now, 
you or me, Cantercot? 1895 2. Ang/iax Gloss., Fribble, to 
fuss about. 

b. trans. Zo fribble away: to throw away or 
part with lightly, fool away. Zo fribd/e out (nonce- 
use): to portray with purposeless minuteness. 

1633 SHIRLEY Witty Fair One ww. ii, Here is twenty pieces ; 
you shall fribble them away at the Exchange presently. 
a 1834 Lams Final Mem, viii. To B, Barton, Rembrandt has 
painted only Belshazzar, and a courtier or two. .not fribbled 
out a mob of fine folks, 1879 McCartny Owz Times I. x. 
205 While Lord Melbourne and his Whig colleagues. .were 
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fribbling away their popularity. 1887 Fenn Master of 
Ceremonies xii, Don’t fribble away the season. 

3. To frizz or frizzle (a wig). Sc. 

1756 [see FripBLED AAé. @.]. 1822 GALT Steamboat xii. 297 
The minister had a blockhead whereon he was wont to dress 
and fribble his wig. 

Hence Fri‘bbled f//. a., Fri‘bbling v/. sb. and 
ppl. a. Also Fri-bbler, a trifler; Fribblery, 
frivolity. 

1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 474 The gingling Eare, or Fancy 
.. may have Patterns exceeding ordinary Imitation, or 
Friblings of Wit. 1656 R. FLetcuer Martial? iii. 63 He 
then that’s pretty’s but a fribbling fool. @ 1680 Eart or 
RocuEsTER Poems (1702) 129 And fribling for free speaking 
does mistake. 1706 Puttuirs (ed. Kersey), A Fribbling 
Question. 1712 STEELE Sect. No. 288 v2 A Fribbler is one 
who professes Rapture and Admiration for the Woman to 
whom he addresses, and dreads nothing so much as her Con- 
sent. 1756 Totpervy 7wo Orphans III. 106 It was a 
severe punishment to the fribbled jessamy waiter. 1873 H. 
Kinasey Oakshott xli. 278 He had been writing fribbling 
poetry. 1889 T. Wricut Chalice of Carden xxxiii. 227 Why 
this waste of time, this wronging of self, this reduction toa 
condition of fribblery ? 

Fribblish (fri-blif), a. [f. Frrpsin sé, + -1sH.] 
Characteristic of or suited to a fribble; frivolous, 
trifling. 

1768 Mrs. Detany Ze#t. Ser. u. I. 176 His library is 
indeed as fribblish as himself. c¢1770 T. Erskine Barber 
in Poet. Reg. (1810) 329 No longer England owns your 
fribblish laws. 1803 S. Pecce Azecd. Eng. Lang. 153 You 
may perhaps be puzzled..to discover how, instead of our 
received preterite fought he should obtain such a maidenly 
and fribblish substitute as 77¢, 1830 J. Witson in Blackw. 
Mag. XXVIII. 848, I love to be candid, fribbleish and 
feeble. 

Friborgh, -burgh: see Friruporu, 7st. 

+ Fricace, 5. Obs. Forms: 6 fricasie, -ye, 
6-7 fricacie, 7 fricace. [ad. L. fricatéo Frica- 
TION; for the form cf. cozspiracy.] =F RICATION, 
FRICTION I. 

1533 Exyot Cast. Helthe (1541) 47a, Of fricasies or 
rubbynges precedinge exercise. 1605 B, Jonson Volfone 11. 
ii, Applying only a warme napkin to the place, after the 
vncetion, and fricace. a 1643 W. CartwriGut Love's Convert 
1. ii, Some Grooms o’ the Teeth, and others of the hair; 
Mistres o’ th’ Fricace, one, one of the Powders. 


+ Frivcace, v. Ods. In 6-7 fric(c)ase. trans. 
To rub; to subject to friction, Hence Fri‘cacing 


vol. sb. 

1579 J. Jones Preserv. Bodie & Soule t. xxiii. 44 Fricasing 
the bodie first emptied of the common excrements. 1607 
ToprseLt Your. Beasts (1658) 143 First rub and friccase the 
wart violently, and afterward anoint it with Salt. Zdzd. 504 
[The powder] rubbed upon the teeth, although they be loose 
..yet, Pliny saith, they will be recovered by that fricassing. 

Fricandeau (frikezndow). Pl. fricandeaux. 
Also 8 fricando(e. [a. F. fricandeau.] A slice 
of veal or other meat fried or stewed and served 


with sauce; a collop; a fricassee of veal. 

1706 Puivtirs (ed. Kersey), Hvicandoe, a sort of Scotch 
Collops made of thin slices of Veal, well larded and stuff’d. 
1725 Brapiey fam. Dict. s.v., To make farced Fricandoes 
or Scotch Collops. 1769 Mrs. Rarratp Eng. Housekpr. 
(1778) 115 A Fricando of Beef. 1812 Compe Picturesque 
xxvi, ‘That dish’, he cried, ‘I’d rather see, Than /frican- 
deau or fricassee’, 1829 Lytron Devereux wv. vii, I think 
her very like a fricandeau—white, soft, and insipid. 1884 
Girls’ Own Paper June 491/t For birds, hares and frican- 
deaux the bacon should be two inches long. Z 

Hence Fricandeauw: v. ¢vans., to make into fri- 
candeaux. 

1769 Mrs. Rarratp Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 132 To fricando 
Pigeons. 

Fricandel, -elle (frikeendel). Also frica- 
delle. [quasi-Fr. form of prec.] (See quot. 1892.) 

1872 Warne’s Every-day Cookery 155 Ragout, ricandelles, 
Sweetbreads. 1892 Garrett Excycl. Cookery, Fricadelles, 
These are also erroneously called Fricadilloes and Frica- 
telles. They are hashed meat made into balls and fried. 

Fricassee (frikasz*), sd. Forms: 6-7 fricase, 
fricacy, -ie, 6-8 fricasy, (7 frycase, fricace, 
fregacy), 7 fricassie, (frigasie), (8 fricasey, 
frigacy, frigusee), 7-9 fricassé, 7-9 fricasee, 
7~ fricassee. [a. F. frécassée, f. fricasser to mince 
and cook in sauce; of unknown origin. ] 

1. Meat sliced and fried or stewed and served with 
sauce. Now usually a ragout of small animals or 
birds cut in pieces. 

1568 Nortu tr. Gueuara’s Diall Pr. (1619) 624 That hee 
coulde make seuen manner of fricasies. 1597 2d Pt. Gd. 
Hus-wiues Fewell Bij, For fricasies of a lambes head and 
purtenance. 1656 Perfect Eng. Cooke 3'To make a Fregacy 
of Lamb or Veal. 1678 J. Puituirs Tavernier's Trav., 
Persia i. i. ror Little Birds. .of which we caught enow to 
make a lusty Fricassie. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) I. 263 
A duck, which was hot at dinner, was brought cold in the 
evening, the next day served up asa fricassee. 1858 Haw- 
THORNE Fr, & Lt, Frnis. (1872) I. 25 A fowl, in some sort of 
delicate fricasee. 

iis: @1657 Lovetace Lucasta (1659) 80 Hotter than all 
the rosted Cooks you sat To dresse the fricace of your 
Alphabet. | 186: THornpury 7rner I. 300 His confused and 
unequal picture of the ‘ Field of Waterloo’... a perfect 
fricassee of ill-drawn lumps of figures. 

+2. (See quot. 1611.) Ods. rare—}. 

¢1575 Life Ld. Grey (Camden) 30 It was resolved..to 
make a fricoisie within the bullckwarck, and prezently too 
withdrawe all from thence.,and then too have blowen it up 
whoale, [161x Cotcr., Fricassee..a kind of charge for a 

Morter, or murdering peece, of stones, bullets, nailes, and 
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peeces of old yron closed together with grease, and gun- 
powder.]} 
+8. A kind of dance: see quot. Obs. rare—’. 
1775 Mrs. Harris in Priv. Lett. Ld. Malmesbury (1870) 
I, 294 A new dance at the Festino, called the Fricasée .. 
begins with an affront, then they fight and fire pistols, then 
they are reconciled, embrace, and so ends the dance, 


Fricassee (frikasz), v. [f. prec. sb. Cf. F. 
Jricasser.] trans. To make a fricassee of; to 


dress as a fricassee. Also ¢razsf/. 

1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 10 The Sun. .did so scald 
us without, as we were in a fitter condition to be fricased for 
the Padres dinner, than to eat any dinner our selves. 1671 
Eacuarp Odserv. Answ. Cont. Clergy (1696) 63 Common 
sense and truth will not down with them unless they be 
hash’d and fricassed. 1724 Compl. Fant. Piece. ii. 127 You 
may fricasy it, or fry it as you do Veal. 1788 Lp. AucKLAND 
Diary Corr. 1861 I1. 76 They are all fried and fricasseed by 
the sun at Madrid. 1817 Keats Lett. Wks. 1889 III. 72, 
I would have. .fricaseed. . her radishes. .ragouted her onions. 
1859 THackeray Virgin. viii, We cannot afford to be both 
scalped by Indians or fricasseed by French. 1874 Cooke 
Fungi 98 Sparassis crispa..In Austria it is fricasseed with 
butter and herbs. 

fig. 1719 D’Urrey Pills II. 2 He Trills, and Gapes, and 
Struts, And Fricassee’s the Notes. 

Hence Fricassee'd Af/. a., lt. and fig. 

1672 R. WiLp Declar. Lib. Consc. 9 All manner of Rost, 
boyl’d. .friggassi’d, carbonado’d sinners of both sexes. 1768 
STERNE Sent. F¥ourn. (1775) I. 4 By three I had got sat down 
to my dinner upon a fricassee’d chicken. 1859 JEPHSON 
Brittany v.54 A breakfast of..fricasseed chicken [etc.]. 

Fricasseer (frik&s7‘o1). [f. prec. +-mR!, Cf. 
F. fricasseur.]| One who makes fricassees. 

1791-1823 D'Israrii Cur. Lit. (1866) 268/r Call we this 
plodding fricasseer a Cook? 

+ Fricate, v. Obs. rare—1. [f. L. frécat- ppl. 
stem of fréca-ré to rub.] trans. To rub (one body 
ow another). 

1716 Newron Let. to Law 15 Dec. in Nature (1881) 
12 May, A piece of Amber or resin fricated on Silke clothe. 

+ Frica‘tion. Ods. Also 6 fricacion. [ad. 
L. frication-em, n. of action f. fricare to rub.] 

1. The action or process of chafing or rubbing 
(the body) with the hands. Cf. Fricacr and FRric- 
TION I. 

1533 Exyor Cast. Helthe (1541) 75 b, Then increase frica- 
cions and exercise by litel & litel. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 58 
Gentle Frication draweth forth the Nourishment, by making 
the Parts a little Hungry. 1661 K. W. Cou. Charac., De- 
tracting Empiric (1860) 65 This quackroyall is .. never so 
happy as when he’s..telling them..how many humours he 
hath asswaged by frication. 1694 R. BurtHocce Reason 85 
By..a strong Frication of the eye from without. 

2. The action of rubbing the surface of one body 
against that of another; friction. 

1631 Jorpan Wat. Bathes v. (1669) 29 Some woods that are 
unctuous..which yield fire by frication. 1664 Powrr Zx/. 
Philos. 11. 156 A well polished Stick of hard Wax (imme- 
diately after frication) will..move the Directory Needle. 
1725 Brapiey Fam. Dict. s.v. Shrouding, They [trees] need 
no fence..as standing in no Danger of the Brousings and 
Frications of Cattle or Conies. 

Fricative (fri-kativ), @. and sd. [ad. mod.L. 
Jricativ-us, f. L. fricare to rub: see -ATIVE.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of a consonant-sound : Produced by the fric- 
tion of the breath through a narrow opening between 
two of the mouth-organs. 

1860 Marsu Eng. Lang. 489 The d.,showing no tendency 
to the more explosive articulation of some of the German 
dialects, or the more fricative of the Spanish. 1875 WHITNEY 
Life Lang. iv. 61 A sound of very different character, 
a fricative consonant. 1883 [see Faucat sé.]. : fi 

2. ‘Sounded by friction, as certain musical in- 
struments” (Cent. Dect.). 

B. sd. A fricative consonant. 

1863 Lepsius Standard Alphabet 68, H belongs, therefore, 
to the unvocalised strong fricatives. 

Fricatory (frikatori), a. zonce-wd. [f. L. type 
*fricatori-us, f. fricator one who rubs: see -ory.] 

Jig. That rubs or ‘rubs down’. 

1819 Moore Diary 6-7 Apr., One of those fricatory letters 
with which we asses of literature rub each other. 

Fricatrice (frikatris). [ad. L. */ricatric-em, 
fem. agent-n. f. fricare to rub.]_ A lewd woman. 

1605 B. Jonson Volpone tv. ii, [A patron] To a lewd harlot, 
a base fricatrice. 1708 Morreux Radelais v. v. 165 Ingles, 
Fricatrices, He-Whores. 1871 R. Exvis Catullus xcix. 10 
Like slaver abhorr’d breath’d from a foul fricatrice. 

Fricht, Sc. form of Frieur v. 

+ Frickle. 0ds.-° 

1681 Biount Glossogr., Frickle, a Basket (for fruit) that 
holds about a bushel. 

Fricollis : see FRIJOLES. 

Frictile (fri‘ktil), a. Ods. rare—*.  [f. L. type 
*frictilis, f. fricare (pa. pple. /rict-2s): see -ILE.] 
Obtained by friction. 

1883 J. S. Srattysrass tr. Grimm’s Teut. Mythol. 11, 610 
There is water boiled on the frictile fire. 

Friction (frikfan), sd. [a. F. fréction, ad. L. 
Sriction-em, n. of action from fricare to rub. 

1. The action of chafing or rubbing (the body or 
limbs). (Formerly much used in medical treat- 
ment.) Cf, FRICATION. 

158x Mutcaster Positions xxxiv. (1887) 122 Gouerning the 
body after exercise, and his frictions to rubbe it and chafe 
it, 1629 MassincER Picture 1Vv. ii, If he but hear a coach.. 





“tion, began to wear out. 
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The friction with fumigation, cannot save him From the 
chine-evil. 1704 F. Futter Med. Gymn. (1711) 35 The 
Solids..must be treated..by Frictions, Exercise of the Body 
..and the like. 1800 Aled. F¥rnl. IV. 369 Observations on 
the Effects of Acetic Ether applied by Friction in Rheumatic 
Complaints. 1843 CarLyLE Past § Pr. 1. vi, Hoping to 
have got off by..a little blistery friction on the back! 1875 
Hamerton Jntell. Life x. v. 388 A cold bath, with friction 
and a little exercise. 


2. The rubbing of one body against another ; 


attrition. 

1704 Newton Oftics 11. 1. (1721) 314 Whether that agitation 
be made by Heat, or by Friction, or Percussion, or Putre- 
faction, or by any vital Motion. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 
I. 481 The rocks below..are worn many feet deep by the 
constant friction of the water. a@1800 CowrER Mischievous 
Bull iii, The sheep here smooths the knotted thorn With 
frictions of her fleece. 1845 Darwin Voy. Wat. xviii. (1852) 
4o9 A light was procured by rubbing a blunt-pointed stick 
in a groove made in another..until by friction the dust was 
ignited. 

3. Physics and Mech. The resistance which any 


body meets with in moving over another body. 

Angle of friction, the maximum slope at which one body 
will rest upon another without sliding down. Centre of 
JSriction: see CENTRE 16. Coefficient of friction, the ratio 
between the force necessary to move one surface horizontally 
over another and the pressure between the two surfaces ; cf. 
Coerricient si. 2 b. Friction at rest, the amount of fric- 
tion between two touching bodies that are relatively at rest. 
Friction of motion, ‘the power required to keep a moving 
body in motion’ (Lockwood). Friction of repose, ‘the 
power necessary to set a body moving from a state of quies- 
cence’ (Lockwood). 

1722 CHESELDEN Azat. vii. (ed. 2) 39 This Contrivance is 
always found necessary by Mechanics, where the Friction of 
the Joynts of any of their Machines is great. 1755 JOHNSON, 
Friction, the resistance in machines caused by the motion of 
one body upon another. 1822 Imison Sc. § Art I. 57 Polished 
substances .. have less friction than rough ones. 1859 
RankinE Steam Engine § 13 That excess, however, of 
the friction of rest over the friction of motion, is instantly 
destroyed by a slight vibration. 1868 E. J. Rourn Rigid 
Dynamics 110 When one part of a body rests on another a 
force is called into play tending to prevent slipping. This 
force is called friction. 1875 Nystrom £lem. Mech. 88 
Rolling-friction is the resistance of uneven surfaces rolling 
on one another, like that of a wheel rolling on a road, 


4. fig.; esp. of the jarring or conflict of unlike 
opinions, temperaments, etc. 

1761 Sterne 77. Shandy ILI. iii, Souls..by long friction 
and incumbition, have the happiness. .to get all be-virtu’d. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) Il. 531 When memory 
began to lay in her stores, their frictions among one another 
struck out the first sparkles of judgment and forecast. 1792 
Map. D’Arsiay Let. to A. Vouzg 18 June, You find by a 
little approximation and friction of tempers and things that 
they are mortal. 1834 H. MiLter Scenes & Leg. xvi. (1857) 
239 The fears of the people, exposed to so continual a fric- 
1875 H. James 2. Hudson (1879) 
I. 25 He felt the friction of existence more than was sus- 
pected. 1884 J. Hatt Chr. Home 151 In this case friction 
between parent and child is out of the question. 

5. Comb., chiefly Mech., as friction-ball, one 
of the balls used to lessen the friction of bear- 
ings, ete.; friction-block, a block which is pressed 
against a revolving body to arrest its motion by 
friction; friction-brake, see quots.: also, a brake 
operating by means of friction ; friction-breccia 
Geol. =fault-rock (see FAULT 11); friction-clutch, 
-cone, -coupling, -disc, contrivances for trans- 
mitting motion by frictional contact; friction-fire, 
fire obtained by means of a fire-drill; friction- 
fremitus Path. = friction-sound; friction-fuse 
=friction-tube; friction-gear, -gearing, gear or 
gearing for transmitting motion by frictional con- 
tact ; friction-machine (see quot. 1884); friction- 
match, a match that ignites by friction; friction- 
powder (see quot.); friction-primer, the name 
used in the U.S. for frzcton-tube ; friction-roller, 
(az) a roller placed so as to lessen the friction of 
anything passing over it; (4) see quot. 1888 ; fric- 
tion-sound Fath. (see quot.); friction-tight a., 
fitting so tightly that the desired amount of friction 
is obtained; friction-tube (see quots.); friction- 
wheel, (a) see /rictzon-roller; (6) see quot. 1888. 

1842 Francis Dict. Arts, *Friction balls. 1874 KNicHT 
Dict. Mech. 1. 915/2 *Friction-brake, a form of dynamo- 
meter invented by Prony, in which a pair of “friction-blocks 
are screwed to a journal rotating at a given speed. 1879 
Tuomson & Tait Nat. Phil. I. 1. § 436 White’s friction 
brake measures the amount of work actually performed in 
any time by an engine or other ‘ prime mover’, by allowing 
it during the time of trial to waste all its work on friction. 
1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. lV. 357/1 Friction Brake..2 A 
measurer of the lubricity of oils. 1842 Francis Dict. Arts, 
*Friction-clutch. Ibid.,*Friction-cones. 1888 Lockwooa’s 
Dict. Mech. Engin., *Friction Disc. 1865 Tytor Early 
Hist. Man. ix. 257 The flint and steel has superseded the 
ancient “friction-fire. 1877 Roserts Handbk, Med. (ed. 3) 
Il. 7 The presence of any cardiac thrill or pericardial *fric- 
tion-fremitus. 1879 Kuory Princ. Med. 47 Friction fremitus 
may be felt while the patient is taking deep breath. 1860 
Ltlustr, Lond. News 25 Feb. t91/2 The old plan of a touch- 
hole on the top is disused, and the *friction-fuse substituted. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 916/2 *Friction-gear. 1888 
Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engin., Friction Gearing ..gear- 
ing, whose driving force is produced by the friction only of 
the peripheries of the wheels. 1802 Med. Frud. VILL. 478 An 
isolated electric pile, or a *friction machine of Nairn, 
positive and negative, and also isolated. 1884 KnicuT 
Dict. Mech. \V. 357/2 Friction Machine, an electric 
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machine, generating electricity by contact with amalga- 
mated silk. 1847 Emerson Repr. Men, Montaigne Wks. 
(Bohn) I. 337 Thus, the men of the senses .. believe that 
mustard bites the tongue, that .. *friction-matches are in- 
cendiary. 1864 WEBSTER, */riction powder, a composition 
of chlorate of potash and antimony, which readily ignites 
by friction. 1874 Kwicut Dict. Mech. 1. 916/2 *Friction- 
primer, a small brass tube filled with gunpowder, and 
having a smaller tube containing friction composition in- 
serted at right angles near the top. 1793 WoLLASTON in 
Phil. Trans. UXXXIII. 150 *Friction-rollers were applied 
to take off some of the weight. 1875 R. F. Martin tr. 
Havrez' Winding Mach. 91 The movement of this valve is 
produced by a cam with bosses, by means of a lever and a 
friction-roller. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech. Engizt., 
Friction Rollers, or Friction Wheels, small rollers which 
revolve in bearings, and sustain an axle in the depression 
formed by the contiguity of the upper portion of their peri- 
pheries. 1860 Fowrer Med. Voc., *Friction sound, the 
auscultatory sound heard when the pleure or pericardium 
are roughened by inflammation and effused lymph. 1864 
WessteEr, */vriction tube, (Mil.), a_ tube used for firing 
cannon by means of friction. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Word- 
bk., Friction-tube .. ignition is caused by the friction on 
sudden withdrawal of a small horizontal metal bar from the 
detonating priming in the head of the tube. 1772 Phil. 
Trans. LX XII. 476 Their axes..rested on *friction wheels 
of four inches diameter. 1826 J. Apamson Razlroads 23 A 
large fixed pulley or friction-wheel. 1888 Lockwood s Dict. 
Mech. Engin., Friction Wheel, any wheel which drives or is 
driven by friction. 


Friction (fri-kfon), v. [f. prec. sb.] a. intr. 
To move about with friction; to friction away, to 
go on rubbing. b. ¢ranzs. To chafe or rub (the 
body or limbs), ce. zz¢v. To sustain friction (see 


quot. 1855). 

1842 Mech. Mag. XXXVI. 61 Did not the earth perform 
its motions as regularly before the creation of man, as now 
it does with 800,000,000 of human beings on its surface in- 
cessantly frictioning about. 1855 Tazi’s Mag. XXII. 186 
If it [an oil-painting] will ‘friction’ as the term is—that is, 
if he can raise the varnish by rubbing with finger or thumb, 
he accounts himself happy ; and, laying it flat on his dining- 
table, he frictions away till his hands are tender and blis- 
tered. 1856 Kane Avct, Expl. I. xxvii. 361, I reached the 
ice-floe, and was frictioned by Hans with frightful zeal. 


Frictionable (fri:kfenab’1), a. vave. [f. FR10- 
TION s6.+-ABLE.] Liable to undergo friction. 
1847 Frail. R. Agric. Soc. VIII. 11. 338 An agricultural 


steam-engine being much exposed to the weather, and con- 
sequently the frictionable parts liable to corrosion. 

Frictional (fri:kfenal), a. [f Fricrion 5d. + 
-AL.] Of or pertaining to friction, moved or pro- 
duced by friction. 

Frictional electricity, electricity developed by friction (see 
Exectricity 1). Frictional escapement in Watch and Cl.- 
making, an escapement receiving and transmitting motion 
by friction. /rictional gearing (-wheels), wheels which 
transmit motion by friction instead of byteeth. /rictional 
resistance, the resistance of surfaces due to friction; esp. 
the resistance to slipping of riveted joints by the contraction 
of the rivets (Lockwood). 

1850 GrovE Corr. Phys. Forces (ed. 2) 23 The deflection 
of the magnetic needle .. when resulting from frictional 
electricity, 1870 TynpaLu Lect. Electr. 17 By linking cells 
together we cause the voltaic current to approach more and 
more to the character of the frictional current. 1871 Proctor 
Sux iy. 211 The frictional impulses of circulating planetary 
matter in process of subsidence into..the larger body. 1879 
Tuomson & Tait Wat. Phil. 1. 1.§ 275 No relative motion 
can take place without meeting with frictional or other 
forms of resistance. 1884 F. J. Brirren Watch & Clockm. 
to7 The Cylinder, Verge, and Duplex are the best known 
examples of frictional escapements for watches. 1886 A, 
WincHett Walks §& Talks Geol. Field 101 Daily motions 
adequate to develop a large amount of frictional heat. 

Hence Fri-ctionally adv., ‘as regards friction’ 


(Cassell 1882). 


Frictionary (frikfonari), a. once-wd. 
prec. +-ARY.] =prec. 

1839 Lapy Lytton Cheveley (ed. 2) I. xii. 281 He con- 
siderably endangered Frump’s frictionary equilibrium, and 
nearly reduced her to a horizontal position. 

Frictionize (fri‘kfonoiz), v. [f. Friction sd, 
+-1ZE.] trans. To subject to friction; to rub. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Hxp, xxxiv. (1856) 301 By the aid of 
a hard towel—he goes over his entire skeleton, frictionizing. 
1859 SaLa Tw. round Clock (1861) 376 Their principal re- 
creation is to scrub, polish, tickle, and frictionise the brass 
and wood work of the fire-engines. 

Frictionless (frikfonlés), a. [f. Frrorion sd. 
+-LESS.] Free from or without friction. 

1848 in Craic. 1875 Crott Climate §& T. viii. 136 Un- 
less water be frictionless, a thing which it is not. 1887 
Ewine in Zucycl. Brit, XXII. 597/2 The joints and bear- 
ings of all the levers are made frictionless. 

Jig. 1848 Lowett Fable for Critics Poet. Wks. 1890 III. 
53 It gives you a cool brain, quite frictionless, quiet. 1884 
Kendal Mercury 19 Dec. 5/2 The .. frictionless speed with 
which the Boundary Commission are proceeding. _ 

Hence Fri-ctionlessly adv., in a frictionless 
manner ; without friction. 

1879 THomson & Tarr Wat, Phil. 1. 1. § 319 A system in 
which any number of fly wheels..are pivoted frictionlessly 
on any moveable part of the system. 

Friday (froivdet, -di). Forms: 1 frigedes, 
frizdez, 3 fridei, 2-3 fridai, 3 south, vridei, 
vridawe, vryday, 3-7 fryday, 4-6 frydaye, (4 
fredaye), 6 fridaie, 3— friday. [OE. /rézedexg, 
‘day of (the goddess) Fizz’; a Com. WGer. trans- 
lation of the late L. dzes Veneris, day of (the planet) 
Venus. Cf. OF ris. /rigended (where however the 
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name of the goddess is of the weak declension), 
MDnu. vridag (Du. vrijdag), OHG. fréatae (MHG. 
vrttac, mod.Ger. freztag) ; the ON. friddagr (Sw., 
Da. fredag’) seems to be of Ger. origin. 

The OK. /rZg str. fem. occurs only in this name and as a 
common noun in pl.=Lat. veneres ; it corresponds to ON. 
Frigg, name of the wife of Odin (not, as often said, to Freyja, 
though the latter goddess corresponds more nearly in charac- 
ter to Venus), and is the fem. of the OTeut. adj. */*zjo-, 
originally ‘beloved, loving’: see FreEE. The more exact 
transl. of ‘ Dies Veneris’, /rvey7udagr, occurs 7st, in some 
Icel. writers.] 

1. The sixth day of the week. 

Black Friday (a) t School slang (see quot. 1611); (4) applied 
to various historic dates of disastrous events which took 
place on Friday, as Dec. 6, 1745, when the landing of the 
Young Pretender was announced in London ; May 11, 1866, 
when a commercial panic ensued on the failure of Overend, 
Gurney, & Co. Golden Friday, the Friday in each of the 
Ember weeks. + The three Golden Fridays, humorously for 
Good Friday: see quot. 1532. Good Friday, the Friday 
before Easter-day, observed as a holy day to commemorate 
Christ's crucifixion ; also t Long Friday (see quot. 1891). 

a1000 Laws Eth, v. § 17 Festan zlce Frize-dez. ¢ 1080 
Byrhtferth’s Hanuboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 302 Frizedzz, 
wodnesdzg, szeternes deg. a1123 O.E. Chron. an. 1106 
On bon Frigedzeg..ztywde an ungewunelic steorra. 1154 
O. £. Chron. an. 1737 (Laud MS.), & on lang fride#i him 
on rode hengen for ure Drihtines luue. c¢xz0g Lay. 13932 
Freon heore lzfdi heo yiuen hire fridzi. 31297 R. Giouc. 
(1724) 229 Per uore pe Englysse clupede..after Frye, Fryday. 
[e 1330 Anz. Loud. an. 1305 in Stubbs Chron. Edw. I §& IT 
(Rolls) I. 136 Die qui dicebatur bonus dies Veneris.] 1393 
Lane. P. PZ. C. xix. 168 This by-fil on a Fryday, a litel 
by-fore Paske. c1400 Maunpev. (1839) vii. 76 And on the 
Gode Fryday it [the Lampe] gothe out be him self. c 1485 
Digby Myst. (1882) 11. 1513 On be fryday, god mad man. 
1526 Pilger, Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 303 b, The sixth chapiter 
sheweth a meditacyon for Fryday. 1532 More Con/fut. 
Tindale Wks. 651/2 The .iii. golden frydayes, that is to 
wit, the frydaye nexte after Palme sundaye, and the fry- 
daye next afore easter day, and good fryday. 1584 R. Scor 
Discov. Witcher. 1. viii. 24 Above all other times they 
[witches] confesse upon fridaies. 1611 Boys Ax. Epist. § 
Gosp. (2630) 203 Let me tell them of another schoole-tricke ; 
at the world’s end there is a blacke-friday, a generall 
examination. a@1618 RatricH Mahomet (1637) 19 And 
because his [Mahomet’s] creation hapned upon a friday, that 
day was ordayned by him to be their Sabbaoth. 1850 
Neate Zast. Ch. 1v. i, I. 750 The Friday after Pentecost is 
called Golden Friday, and isa high Festival. 1868 CAMPION 


- & Beaumont Prayer-bk. Interleaved (1876) 115 The term 


Good Friday is peculiar to the English Church. 1891 Brn- 
HAM Dict. Relig. 476 Among the Saxons it [the Friday in 
Holy Week] was called Long Friday—probably on account 
of the long fasts and offices used on this day. 

2. A reception or entertainment given on that day. 

1836 C’ress Granvitie Lett. (1894) I]. 209 Not a Genoese 
appeared there, or at my Friday. 1871 M. Cotuins M7g. & 
Merch, 1, ii. 73, Happy the man who was admitted to the 
Marchioness’s Fridays. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as Friday morning. Also 
+ Friday-face, a grave or gloomy expression 
of the countenance: whence + Friday-faced a., 
sad-looking; Friday-fare, food for a fast-day; 
+ Friday-feast, a fast-day meal, a fish dinner ; 
++ Friday-look, a solemn look = A7iday-face. 

1592 GREENE Groatsw. Wit (1617) Civ b, The Foxe made 
a *Fridayface, counterfeiting sorrow. 168x W. Ropertson 
Phyraseol. Gen. (1693) 1092 What makes you look so sad, and 
moodily ? with such a Friday face. c 1600 Day Begg. Bednall 
Gr. 111, ii. (1882) 57 No, you *Friday-fac’t-frying-pan. 1606 
Wily Beguiled in Hawkins Eng. Drama (1773) 111. 356 
What a friday-fac’d slaveitis! Ithink..his face never keeps 
holiday. 1649 G. Danie, 7rinarch., Hen. V, x\ix, That he 
might haue his Capons, *fryday fare. 1864 TENNyson 27. 
Ard. 100 The lonely Hall, Whose Friday fare was Enoch’s 
ministering. 1649 Br. Hatt Cases Consc. 56 Invites his 
friends to a “friday feast. @1716 Sourn Sevm, (1717) VI. 
tog If he steps forth with a *Friday-look and a Lenten Face 
..Oh! then heis a Saint upon Earth. 1633 RowLey Match 
Midnight 1, A plague of *Friday mornings ! 

Fridge (fridz), v. Also Fric. [App. onoma- 
topeeic; cf. Fipcx, Fie.] 

+1. zxtr. To move restlessly (about or up and 
down) ; to fidget. Cf. Finer v. Ods. 

a550 Hye way to Spyttel-ho. 394 in Hazl. £. P. P. IV. 
44 At euery doore there they foot and frydge. 1617 Mark- 
HAM Caval, vy. 23 Whilest you currie your Horse, if hee 
keepe a fridging vp and downe .. it is a signe your Currie- 
combe is too sharpe. 1642 H. More Song of Sod u. ii, m1. 
xxii, So must it. .rub against the Stars, surround the Sun.. 
Then swiftly fridge about the pallid Moon. 168x HaLLtiweELi 
Melampronoea 3 The little Motes or Atoms that fridge, and 
play in the Beams of the sun. 

+2. To chafe, rub, scrape (agaznst or upon), Obs. 

1617 Markuam Cava. 11. 70 His spurs also must needes 
fridge vpon his sides. 1651 H. More Second Lash(1655) 11. 
213 The parts fridge one against another uncessantly. 

3. trans. To tub, fray, chafe; to wear away by 
rubbing. Also with off Now chiefly dal. 

1617 [see the vbl. sb.] 176: Sterne 77. Shandy III. iv, 
You might have .. fretted and fridged the outside of them 
allto pieces. 1781 J. Hurron Tour to Caves Gloss., Fridge, 
to rub in pieces, 1788 Marsuatt Rural Econ., EH, Yorks. 
(E. D.S.), Fridge, to chafe, to wear or injure by friction, 
1848 A. B. Evans Lezcestersh, Words, etc., Fridge, To fray, 
chafe, or ‘rough up’..‘ These stockings won’t fridge you so 
much as coarse ones’. 1857 Mrs. Gatty Parables fr. Nat. 
(1859) II. 33 The Spruce-fir next him had come so close that 
its branches fridged off little pieces of his .. bark. 

+4. ?To jerk or scrape out. Obs.—* 

1676 H. More Remarks xxxiii, 132 The immersion of the 
Tube may be made so obliquely and leasurely as neither to 
press out nor fridge out any mercurial ef/uvia. 
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Hence Fri‘dging vd/. sd. 

1617 Markuam Caval. 1. 79 Yet when you strike, to strike 
freely and soundly, for the tickling or fridging of a horse with 
the spurre is a grosse fault. 1668 H. More Div. Dial.1. x. 
(1713) 19 By the mutual fridging of those Particles one 
against another. 1678 Cupwortu Jxtel/, Syst. 831 The 
meer Fridging up and down, of the Parts of an Extended 
Substance, changing their Place. 1737 Bracken Farriery 
Inipr. (1756) I. 333 By the Fridging, etc. in Riding, the 
Serum or watery Part of the Blood is gathered between 
the two Skins. 


+ Frie, v. Obs.—' [ad. ON. fryjato challenge.] 
trans. To blame. Cf. FREELESS, 

c1300 Havelok 1998 And ther nis he nouth to frie, For 
other sholde he make hem lye Ded. 

Fried (froid), 47. a. Also 4 i-frizet. [pa. pple. 
of Fry v.] Cooked by frying. 

1362 Lanct. P. Pd, A. vu. 298 Bote hit weore fresch flesch 
or elles fisch i-frizet. c1460 J. Russert Bk. Nurture 500 


Off Fryed metes be ware, for bey ar Fumose in dede. 1598 
L£pulario Hjb, Cut it on both sides like a fried fish. 1771 


Gotpsm. Haunch of Venison, At the top a fried liver and 
bacon was seen. 1860 TYNDALL G/ac.1. xii. 86 Roast mutton 
and fried potatos were our incessant fare. 

Jig. 1624 Cart. SmitH Virginia vi. 208 Who would have 
sought for wealth amongst those fried Regions of blacke 
brutish Negars. 

Friend. (frend), sd. and a. Forms: 1 fréond, 
friond, (da¢. friend, frynd), 2-3 friend, 4 south. 
vriend, 2-7 frend(e, 4 south.vrend(e, 3-4 freond, 
(3 south. vreond), 3-7 freind(e, 4 south. vrind, 
vryend, 4-6 freend(e, freynd, 5-7 frind(e, 5-6 
frynd(e, (6 Sc. freyind), 6-friend. //. 1 friend, 
frynd, fréond, fréondas, friondas, 2-3 frend, 
friend(e, 3 frond, 3-4 freond; otherwise regular. 
[Com. Teut.: OE. /réond str. masc.=OFnis., OS. 
Sriund, friond (Du. vriend), OHG. friunt (MHG. 
vriunt, mod.Ger. freund), ON. (with change of 
declension in sing.) freénde (Sw. frdnde, Da. 
Jrende), Goth. frijénds ; the pr. pple. of the OTeut. 
vb. “Yrijéjan to love (OE. fréogan, fréon, Goth. 
Srijén ; the Ger. freien, Du. vrizen to woo, and 
the rare ON. /7zé to caress, are prob. not identical, 
though from the same root), f. pre-Teut. *przyo- 
dear; see FREE a.] A. sb. 

1. ‘One joined to another in mutual benevolence 
and intimacy’ (J.). Not ordinarily applied to 
lovers or relatives (but cf. senses 3, 4). 

Beowulf 1018 (Gr.) Heorot innan wes freondum afylled. 
a@1000 Cxdmion’s Gen. 2025 Pa pet inwitspell Abraham 
seegde freondum sinum. c¢1z00 OrMIN 17960, & whase iss 
patt bridgumess frend, He stannt wibp himm. c¢zz205 Lay. 

03 3e sculen .. beon mine leofe freond, c¢1305 Pilate 98-9 
in Z. EZ. P. (1862) 114 Gode freond hi were For tuei schrewen 
wollep freond beo. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 8523 Ho was vn- 
kyndly to knaw of hir kyd frendis. 1484 Caxton Faédles of 
“sop iit, xiii, A trewe frend is oftyme better at a nede than 
a Royalme. 1557 TYottel’s Misc. (Arb.) 185 A faythfull 
frende is thing most worth. c165r Hospes 7 het. (1840) 455 
A friend is he that loves, and he that is beloved. 1768-74 
Tucker Zz, Nat. (1852) II. 310 If we observe the common 
discourses of mankind, we shall find a friend to be one we 
frequently visit, who is our boon companion, or joins with 
us in our pleasures and diversions, or [etc.]. 180x SouTHEY 
Thalaba vu. i, The sound of his dear native tongue May 
be like the voice ofa friend. 1881 Besanr & Rice Chapi. 
fleet I, 9t The doctor is a private friend of the dean. 

b. In various proverbial expressions. + But a 
JSriend’s friend; ever so remotely connected. 

1340 Ayend, 186 Panne he yzi3p his niede: uor ate niede 
me yzi3p huet be urend is. ¢1468 Paston Lett. No, 582 II. 
313 Better ys a frende unknow then knowen. ¢ 1489 CAXTON 
Sonnes of Aymon xix, 433 It is sayd, that at the nede the 
frende is knowen. 1539 TAVERNER Evasnz, Prov. (1552) 32 
A frende is more necessary than either fyer or water. 1546 
J. Hevwoop Prov. (1867) 37 Many kynsfolke and few freends, 
some folke saie. 1562 — Prov.and Epigr.(1867) 132 Proue thy 
freende er thou neede. 1599 Porter Angry Wom. Abingd, 
(Percy) 82 No, by lady, a friend is not so soone gotten as 
lost. 1642 Jer. Tayvtor Zf/sc. Pref., 1am confident you will 
owne any thing that is but a friends friend to a cause 
of Loyalty, 1816 ‘Quiz’ Grand Master v. 100 ‘A friend 
in need * Is, certainly, ‘a friend in deed’. 5 

ce. Friend of God: a person eminent for piety, 
and presumed to enjoy God’s special favour, Now 
only with express reference to Jamz. ii. 23. 

O. E. Chron. an. 654 He wees swyde Godes freond. ¢ 1205 
Lay, 9145 Pat scolde beon i-haten Helend & helpen his 
freondes. ¢1230 Hadi Meid. 7 Pus hauen godes freond al 
pe fruit of pis world. 1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Berthol, 41 Of 
mychty god. .be frende he is, 

d. Used in subscribing a letter. 

1829 Wotsey in Hour C. Eng. Lett. 11 Youre olde brynger 
up and lovying frende, 1650 Cuas. Il in Hamilton Papers 
(Camden) 254 Your most affectionate frinde, Charles R, 
1661 Jer. TAayLtor in Hatton Corr. (1878) 27 Your Lor?s 
most endeared, as most obliged, freind and servant. 

e. Applied to a second in a duel. ; 

1800 Mar. Epcrwortu Belinda (1832) I. iv. 72 Miss 
Honor O’Grady would be her /yzenrd upon the occasion. 
1874 E. B. pe Fonsranque L2fe A. Fonblangue 16 The 
matter was at this point referred to two ‘ friends’, by whom 
a hostile meeting was arranged. 


2. Used loosely in various ways: e.g. applied to 
a mere acquaintance, or to a stranger, as a mark 
of goodwill or kindly condescension on the part 
of the speaker; by members of the ‘Society of 
Friends’ adopted as the ordinary mode of address 
(cf. 7). Also often zronzcally. As 


FRIEND. 


Similarly in parliamentary language, ‘my honourable 
friend’ is often used by members in referring to each other ; 
so also ‘my learned friend’ is applied in the law courts by 
counsel to each other. Cf. 6. 1 ‘ 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1, 21/83 ‘Mine leue frend’, seide pis 
holie Man. @ 1300 Cursor M. 3229 ‘Frend’, he said, ‘pou 
wend in hij vntil mesopotani’. ¢1375 Lay Folks Mass Bk. 
(MS. B.) 369 Oure sib men and oure wele-willandes, Oure 
frendes, tenandes, & seruandes. 1382 Wyctir Mat?z¢. xxii. 12 
Frend, hou entridist thou hidir, nat hauynge brijd clothe? 
Ibid, xxvi. 50 Frend, wherto art thou comen? ¢1470 HENRY 

Wallace u. 89 Gud freynd, pray I the, The schireffis ser- 
wand thow wald lat him be. 1508 FisHEer 7 Pent. Ps. i. 
Wks. (1876) 2 Frendes this day I shall not declare vnto you 
ony parte of the epystle. 1710 STEELE 7atler No. 204 P 6 
A Quaker .. with an Air of good Nature and Charity calls 
you Friend. 1802 Mar. Epcewortu Moral T, (1813) 11. 195 
‘Nay, keep it, friend, keep it’, said Dinah Plait. 859 Gro. 
Exiot A. Bede ii, Dear friends, come and take this blessed- 
ness. 1890 Botprewoop Col, Reformer (1891) 321 Those 
free-selecting friends of yours. . 

3. A kinsman or near relation. Now only in Zé, 
(one’s) relatives, kinsfolk, ‘ people’. 

This is the only sense of the word in the Scand. langs., 
where sense 1 is expressed by ON. vinx (Sw. van, Da. ven) ; 
similarly in many HG. dialects, freuzd is ‘kinsman’, the 
sense of ‘friend’ being expressed by galer freund (Kluge). 

O. E. Chron. an. 1135 Pa namen his sune & his frend & 
brohten his lic to Englelande. c1200 Vices & Virtues xvii. 
(2888) 41 Of his a3ene wiue and ec of his auene frienden. 
@ 1300 Cursor MM. 3016 For pe birth of ysaac, gret ioi can his 
frendes mak. ¢1489 Caxton Sonnes of Aynion ix. 225 For 
who that betraieth..his frende carnall ought not to lyve nor 
have ever ony worshyp. 1502 Ord. Crysten Men(W.deW. 
1506) 11. viii. roq All the sones & doughters of Adam & of Eue 
the whiche were our fyrst frendes. 1591 SHaxs. Two Gent. 
1, i, 106 She .. is promis’d by her friends Vnto a youthfull 
Gentleman of worth. 1721 Ketty Sc. Prov. 103 Friends 
agree best at a distance. By Friends here is meant Rela- 
tions, Zod. The prisoner will be handed over to the care 
of his friends, His friends are well-to-do people. 

+4. A lover or paramour, of either sex. Ods. 

1490 Caxton Exeydos xviii. 67 Playse the, thenne to haue 
mercy of this poure desolate frende [Dido], that shalle be 
sone broughte to the poynte mortalle. 1588 SHaxs. Z. Z. LZ. 
v. li, 405 O ! neuer will [..come in vizard to my friend, Nor 
woo in rime like a blind-harpers songe. 1603 — Meas. for 
M, \.iv. 29 He hath got his friend with childe. 1763 Foorr 
Commissary 1. Wks. 1799 II. 16 When a gentleman wanted 
a friend, I could supply him with choice in an hour. 

5. One who wishes (another, a cause, etc.) well; 
a sympathiser, favourer, helper, patron, or supporter. 
Const. of, Zo. 

c1205 Lay. 1615 In to France he ferde ber he freond 
funde. @1300 Cursor MZ. 14569 To iurselem rede we pou 
wende For bar es communi pi freind. 1382 Wyciir Prov. 
xxii. 11 Who looueth clennesse of herte, for the grace of his 
lippis shal han the king frend. a@xsso Christis Kirke Gr. 
ix, With that a freynd of his cry’d, fy! And up ane arrow 
drew. 1609 Brie (Douay) 1 Macc. vii. 7 Let him punish al 
his frends and ayders. 1612 Peacnam Graphice 11. iv, Shee 
is a friend to all studies, especially poetry. 1710 SHAFTESB. 
Advice to Author (1757) 143 The Minister who was no friend 
to the young nobleman. 1782 Priesttey Corrupt. Chr. II. 
1x, 206 The Gnostics ..were no friends to marriage. 1876 
J. Parker Paracl. 1. xviii. 341 Physical science has a friend 
in every theologian. 1878 Mortry Carlyle Crit. Misc. Ser. 
1. 198 ‘These who should only have been friends of order. 

b. Said of God or Christ. 

61325 Metr. Hom. 23 Criste warnes us ful fair als frend. 
c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 14 Cain, I reyde thou so 
teynd That God of heven be thi freynd. 1800-20 DuNBAR 
Poems xx. 43 Hald God thy freind, evir stabill be him stand. 
=i Ebi ee gt gle! dota His never-failing Almighty 

riend. 

ce. Friend in or at court: one who has ability 
and disposition to help another by his influence in 
high quarters. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 5541 For freend in court ay better is 
Than _peny in [his] purs [ov7g. Qu’ades vaut miex amis en 
voie Que ne font deniers en corroie]. 1539 TAVERNER Zvasm 
Prov. (1552) 14 A frend in court is worth a peny in purse. 
1655 Dickson Ox Ps. cv. 16 When the Lord was to bring 
his people into Egypt He provided so as they should 
have a friend at court before they came. 1848 DickENS 
Dombey xxxviii, I shouldn’t wonder—friends at court you 
know—but never you mind, mother, just now. 1886 Pa/Z 
Mall G. 23 Sept. 11/2 Despite the activity of the squatters’ 
friends ‘at court’ (that is,in the public land offices at Sydney), 

d. transf. Anything helpful. 

¢ 1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 150 Wherfore spiritus exalip be 
whiche bat ben freendis bope to be body and also to be soule. 
x61r Saks, Wint, T. 1. ii. 458 Good Expedition be my 
friend. 1671 NarsorouGH Fru. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. t. 
(2711) 186 Here Brandy was our best Friend, for it kept 
them always Fox’d. 

6. As opposed to exemy in various senses: One 
who is on good terms with another, not hostile or 
at variance; one who is on the same side in war- 
fare, politics, etc. 

@xooo lene 953 (Gr.) Se feond & se freond. ax175 
Cott. Hom. 231 Wa .. him were frend oder fend. 13. 
XK. Alis. 122 He disgysed him anon, That him no kneow 
freond neo fon. ¢1400 Destr. Troy 7853 To beri be bodys 
of hor bold frendys. c1440 Vork Myst. xx. 173 For frende 
or foo. 1508 Dunpar Hlyting w. Kennedie 85 My freyindis 
thow reprovit with thy pen? Thow leis, tratour! 1896 
Suaks, Merch. V.v. i.26 Lor. Who comes so fast in silence 
of the night? Mes, A friend. 1696 tr. Du Mont’s Voy. 
Levant 175 The French, whom they call Friends and Allies. 
1717 BouincsroxE Let. to Windham Wks. 1809 I. 7 From 
our enemies we expect evil treatment..but when our friends 
abandon us .. the firmest mind finds it hard to resist. 1782 
PrirstLey Corrupt. Chr. 1. Pref. 20 Whether it be by a friend 
or an enemy, I shall be glad. 1816 Scorr Old AZort. xlii, 
‘I hae been willing to save the life o’ friend and foe.’ 
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b. Phrases: Zo be, + hold, keep, make friends 
with, + to make friends to: to be or get on good 
terms with; also absol. ¢o be friends. + To have, 
etc. fo (at) friend, i.e. as a ‘ friend’, on one’s side. 

1590 SPENSER J, Q. 1. i. 28 So forward on his way (with 
God to frend) He passed forth. 1596 Suaks. 1 Hen /V, 111. 
iii. 203, | am good Friends with my Father, and may do any 
thing. 1599 — Much Adot.i. 91 Mess. 1 will hold friends 
with you Lady. x60r — $2. C, ut. i. 143, I know that we 
shall haue him well to Friend. 1603 —Meas. for M. 1. iii. 
182 Implore her..that she make friends To the strict deputie. 
1605 — M!acé. WW. iii. 10 As I shall finde the time to friend ; 
Iwil. x61x — Wint. T.v. i. 140 From him Giue you all 
greetings, that aking (at friend)Can send his Brother, 1647 
CLarenvon Hist. Red. vu. § 24 The King had no Port to 
Friend, by which he could bring Ammunition to Oxford. 
1651 N. Bacon Disc. Govt. Eng. ut. xxxix. (1739) 173 The 
people..had God to Friend in all. 1657 R. Licon barba- 
does (1673) 108 By his own Industry, and activity (having 
youth and strength to friends) raise his fortune. 1697 Dam- 
PIER Voy. I. ii. 23 A party of 500, or 600 men..may do it 
without asking leave of the Indians; though it be much 
better to be friends with them. 1715-20 Pore Jd/ad vin. 
230 Sole should he sit, with scarce a god to friend. 1823 
J. Witson Trials Marg. Lyndsay xxiii. 190 Will you be 
friends with me again, Mary? uae Brack Pr. Thile xvi. 
255 You will never make friends with me by speaking ill of 
my husband. 1884 W. E. Norris Thirlby Hall v, You 
must keep friends with her, or she may do you an ill turn 
one of these days. ; 

+e. Heavy friend, small friend: an enemy. Cf. 
BACKFRIEND I. 

1606 HoLLanp Sweton. 182 His Aunt Lepida..hee deposed 
against..thereby to gratifie his mother her heavie friend, 
and who followed the suite hotly against her. 1767 WESLEY 
Wks. (1872) III. 270 So hitherto all the bad labour of my 
small friends is lost. s 

7. A member of the Society of Friends, a Quaker. 

1679 Establ. Test 24 He passes for one of their Hriends. 
1708 Wuitine (¢itde), A Catalogue of Friends Books ; 
Written by many of the People, called Quakers. 1796 T. 
Twininc Trav. Amer. (1894) 67 It is probable that his 
name is held in respect by the ‘ Friends’ of Pennsylvania. 
1870 Wuittier Pr. Wks. (1889) III. 307, I am not blind to 
the shortcomings of Friends. . ; 

8. attrib. and Comb., as + friend-foe, -killer, 
-maker, -spectator; friend-betraying, -finding, 
-making, \-pretending, -seeming adjs. Also 
+ friend-pipe, the calumet; friend-stead a. Sc., 
‘possessing a friend’ (Jam.), befriended; friend- 
strong a@., having many friends. 

1645 Quar es Sol. Recant. 1. 37 Where. .*friend-betraying 
treasure May passe in barter for repented Pleasure. 1846 
Brownine Soul's Trag. 1. 63 Luitolfo was the proper 
*Friend-making, everywhere *friend-finding soul. @1618 
SYLVESTER J/ivacle Peace Wks. (Grosart) II. 42 The *friend- 
foe strangers, With us, against us. 1586 J. Hooker Givadd. 
Trel. in Holinshed I. 182/2 He received his just reward of 
..a *friend killer. 1580 Lupron Sivgzla 118 The chiefe 
friende and *friendmaker is money. 1775 ADAIR Amer. Ind. 
167 Indian methods of making peace.. They first smoke out 
of the *friend-pipe, and eat together. @ 1661 FuLLER Worthies 
(1840) III. 274 His *friend-pretending foes. 1620 MELTON 
Astrolog. 74 In fawning and *friend-seeming shewes. 1632 
Brome Worth. Lasse Prol., Gallants and *Friends-spectators 
will yee see A strain of Wit that is not Poetry? 1637 
RutuHerForp Le?##, (1862) I. 462, 1 am sure that while Christ 
lives, I am well enough *friend-stead. @1618 SyLvESTER 
Sonn, vii. Wks. (Grosart) II. 322 Our *friend-strong Muse 
shall use the helpe of Strangers. 

+B. adj. Well-disposed, friendly, not hostile. 
(Cf. Enemy a.) Ods. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. lxvii. (Tollem. MS.) 
Fresche bred and clene, made of whete, is moste frende 
and acordynge to kynde. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 69 
A fisician hat was frend to be freendis of be pacient. 1574 
HEttowes Guevara's Fam. Ep. 28 The citie of Sagunto 
was alwayes friend and allied with the Romanes. 1600 E, 
Biount tr. Conestaggio (ed. 2) 33 They were in a strong 
lodging, ioyning to a friend towne. x60r Suaks. xl. C. v. 
iii. 18 That I may rest assur’d Whether yond Troopes are 
Friend or Enemy. 1623 BincHam Xezophon 36 Passe you 
not with much labour many plaines, that are friend to vs? 
1690 S. SEwALt Diary 10 Mar. (1878) I. 315 The present 
settlement of the Friend-Indians. 

Friend (frend), v. Forms: 3 vreonden, 4-6 
fre(e)nde, 9 Sc. freend, 6— friend. [f. FRrmnp sé.] 

+1. zvans. To gain friends for. Obs. rare—}. 

a@ 1228 Ancr. R. 420 Ne makie none purses, uorte ureonden 
ou mide. i 

++ 2. To make (persons) friends or friendly; to join 
in friendship ; to join (a person) Zo or wth another 
in friendship. Chiefly in pass. ¢o be friended. Obs. 

1387-8 T. Usk Zest. Love 111. ix, 109 Charitie is love, and 
love is charity. God graunt us alfle] therin to be frended ! 
c1425 Wyntoun Cron, vil. vi. 196 And eftyr swne frendyt 
were The Kyng Dawy of Scotland And Stewyn Kyng ban of 
Ingland. 1585 Eart Leycesrer in Corr. Dudley (1844) 33 
Yf the man be as he now semeth, hit were petty to loose 
him, for he is in dede mervelously frended. 1587 FLEMING 
Contn. Holinshed 111.1346/2 What freendship he had shewed 
.. both by his owne purse, as also by freending them to some 
of the popes chamber. @ 1898 Rottock Sev. Wks. 1849 
I. 363 Thou sall never get regeneratioun befoir God be 
friended with thee : thouwis his enemie, thou mon be friended 
with him. 1604 T. Wricut Passions 1, x. 37 Others you 
have, soone angrie, soone friended. 

3. To act asa friend to, befriend (a person, cause, 
etc.) ; to assist, help. arch. or poet. 

1562 J. Heywoop Prov. & Efigr. (1867) 89 Freende they 
any, That flatter many? 41581 Savite Zacifus’ Hist. w. 
XXxXix. (1591) 198 Kings which frended the cause. 1600 
Hotiranp Livy xxxt. xi. 779 They had undertaken the 
warre upon king Philip, because he had friended and aided 














FRIENDLIHOOD. 


[auxilizs Juvisset] the Carthaginians. a 1618 SYLVESTER 
Maiden's Blush 967 Shee all the gods requires To friend 
her love, and further her desires. 1676 W. Row Contn. 
Blair's Autobiog. xii. (1848) 434 Reports came that the King 
would friend Lauderdale. 1855 SincLETON Virgi/ I. 27 Do 
thou but at his birth the boy..O chaste Lucina, friend. 

absol. 1606 Suaxs. 77. & Cr. 1. ii. 84 Well, the Gods are 
aboue, time must friend or end. 

b. fig. of things. 

1598 Barret Theor. Warres v. ii. 143 If they be not 
friended with hedge, ditch, or some such place of aduantage. 
1599 Suaks. Hen. V,1v. v. 19 Disorder that hath spoyl’d vs, 
friend vs now. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxii. (1748) 343 
But friended with the flood the barons hold their strength. 
1721 SOUTHERNE Spartan Dame 1. i, There the street Is 
narrow, and may friend our purpose well. 1867 M. ArNotD 
Poems, St. Brandan, That germ of kindness .. outlives my 
doom, And friends me in the pit of fire. 

4. To friend it: to act the friend. rare. 

1849 CLoucH Difsychus 1. iii, To herd with people that 
one owns no care for; Friend it with strangers that one 
sees but once. : . 

Hence + Friending w/. sd., friendliness; the 
action of befriending or favouring one’s friends. 

1602 Suaks. //am. 1. v.185 T’expresse his loue and friend- 
ing to you. 1642 Compl. Ho. Com. 10 There is notable 
friending there in causes, 

+ Friendable, @. Ods. rare. 
+-ABLE. Cf. amicable.] Friendly. 

c1570 Pride § Low/.(1841) 83 Sleepe to nature so friendable. 

Friended (frended), fA/. a. [f. FRIEND sd, 
and v.] a. Having a friend; possessed of or sup- 
plied with friends. Usually qualified by an ady. 
as 2/1, well, etc. frzended. b. In sense 3 of the vb. : 
Befriended (vare). 

1530 St, Papers Hen, VITI, VII. 243 Cassalis and other 
be so frendyd abought Yowr Grace, that they have avyses of 
al the tenour off yowr mooste honorable lettres writen hyther. 
1568 Titnry Disc. Mariage Kiv, What avayleth it a man 
to have his wife of..good parentage, and wel friended, if 
[etc.]. 1580 SipNey Arcadia iu. (1605) 292 The curteous 
Amphialus .. ranne ouer the head of his therein friended 
enemie, 1581 Mutcaster Posttions iv. (1887) 19 Who is so 
ill freinded, as he hath not one, with whom to conferre. 
1603 Knoties //is¢. Turks, Although he wasa man mightily 
friended, yet was he..banished. 1824 Scorr Redgauntlet 
let. xi, ‘He was weel-freended and at last he got the haill 
scraped thegither.’ 1884 Epna Lyatt We Two xl, I have 
been well ‘ friended’ all my life, he said. 

Prov. 1538 Starkey England 1. iii. 86 For (as hyt ys 
commynly and truly also sayd) materys be endyd as they 
be frendyd. 1605 CampEn Jewz, (1637) 292 As a man is 
friended, so the law is ended. 1610 HEywoop Gold. Age Ww 
i, Wks. 1874 III. 6 Causes best friended haue the best euent., 

+FEriendess. Ods. In 4 frendesse. [f. 
FRIEND 5b. +-ESS.] A female friend. 

1382 Wycir Prov. vii. 4 Clepe thou prudence thi frendesse. 
1388 — Song Sol. i. 8, 

+ Friendful, c. Ods. [f. Frienp sé. or v. + 
-FuL.] Friendly, well-disposed, loving. 

€1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Vincencius 173 Par-for so frendful 
ma nane be to me as pu. c1470 Henry Wadlace 1x. 1383 
A hous, quhar .. A wedow duelt was frendfull till our men. 
a1sog Hen. VII in Antig. Rep. (1808) II. 321 note, The 
dedly corrupcion did utterly overcom the pure and frendfull 
blod. 1570 Bucnanan Ane Admonitioun Wks. (1892) 36 
Remember yat he schew him self neuir mair freindfull and 
succurabill to na people yan he hes done to 3ow. 

Hence + Frie‘ndfully adv., ina friendly manner. 

€1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Placidas 659 He hyme met, &..ful 
frendfylly hym gret. ¢1450 Golagros § Gaw. 1173, I mak 
you request, Freyndfully, but falsset, or ony fenyeing, That 
ye wald to me..Tell your entent. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. III. 329 Thir governouris to purpois than tuke Richt 
freindfullie to deliuer this duke To his fredome. ; 

Friendism. #2nce-wd. [f. FRIEND sb. +-18M.] 

1820 CoLeripGE Lit. Rem. Il. 174 Shakspeare meant to 
represent Richard as..a man with a wantonness of spirit in 
external show, a feminine friendism, an intensity of woman- 
like love of those immediately about him. : 

Friendless (frendlés), a. [f. Frimnp sd. + 
-LESS. | 

1. Destitute of friends. + Friendless man: in 
OE. law a frequent designation for an outlaw. 

e950 Lindisf. Gosp. John xiv. 18 Ne forlet ic iuih freondleasa 
ic cymmo to iuih. @1035 Laws of Cuud 1. § 35 (Schmid) 
Gif freondleas man geswenced weorbe. c 1290 S. Eng. Leg. 
I. 331/292 So freondlese ase huy were. ¢ 1330 Amis §& Amid. 
1559 A frendleser man than he was. c1400 Beryn 1721 
For now ful frendlese, yee mowe wel sey that ye been. 
1552 Asp. HAmitton Catech. (1884) 31 Ane freindles man 
orwoman. 1613 SHaxks. Hen. V///, m. i. 81 Alas, I am a 
Woman frendlesse, hopelesse. 1664 Souru Serwz. (1737) II. ii. 
68 Woe to him that is alone, is verified upon none so muchas 
upon the friendless person. 1847 Loner, £v. 1. i, Friend- 
less, homeless, hopeless, they wandered from city to city. 

absol. a 1035 Laws of Cnut u. § 35 (Schmid) Be freond- 
leasan. 1526 TINDALE as. i. 27 To vysit the frendlesse 
and widdowes in their adwersite. 21777 Fawkes Nathan's 
Parable 29 To recompense the friendless and the poor. 

2. Used by Shelley = UNFRIENDLY. 

1818 SHeLtey Rev. Jslam m1. xiii, One bare A lighted 
torch, and four with friendless care Guided my steps the 
cavern-paths along. 

Hence Frie‘ndlessness. 

1812 Byron Ch. Har. u. vii, The seeming friendlessness 
of him who strove To win no confidence. 1854 J. S.C. 
Assotr Vafoleon (1855) I. iv. 72 She experienced the most 
afflictive reverses of friendlessness..and penury. 

+ Eriendlihood. 0s. Forms: 4 frendely- 
hede, 5 frendle-, frendlihede, frendlyhead, 
-hed(e, -hode. [f. FRIENDLY + -HEAD, -HOOD.] 


Friendliness, friendship. 


[f. Frienp sé. 


FRIENDLIKE. 


1390 GoweER Conf. II. 286 As by way of frendelyhede. 
a1420 Hoccieve De Keg. Princ. 958 In mukke is alle this 
worldes frendlyhede. c1440 Generydes 5170 Telle me 
doughter, of very frendlehede, What sygrem seid. 1481 
EArt Worcester 7 dle on Hriendsh. (1530) A v, I truste that 
the frendlyhode of Scipio with Lelyus shalle be knowen to 
all them whiche shal come aftir us. 


Friendlike (frendloik), a. [f. FRIEND + -LIKE.] 
Like a friend or friends, friendly. 

1559 W. CunnincHAM Cosmog. Glass 171 The nature of the 
people more ciuill, frindlyke, wise. 1596 Drayton Leg. 
Matilda \viii, But soone my Soule had gath’red vp her 
Powers, Which in this need might, friendlike, giue her ayd. 
azzzt Prior Zrle Robert's Mice 35 Reply’d the friendlike 
Peer, I weene, Matthew is angred on the Spleene. 

Priendlily (frendlili), adv. [f. Frimnpry a. 
+-LY2.] In a friendly manner, like a friend. 

1680 Earl Rochester's Will in Wills Doctor's Comm. 
(Camden) 140 Soe long as my wife shall. . friendlily live with 
my mother. c1728 Kart or AiLesBury Mem. (1890) 651 
We discoursed friendlily on several subjects, 1829 S. TURNER 
Mod. Hist. Eng. 111. u. xi. 356 She sent the two nobles. .to 
persuade him..to come back friendlily to her. 1883 Miss 
Broucuton Belinda 1. vii, Nodding friendlily to the 
powdery miller as they pass. 

Friendliness (fre‘ndlinés).  [f. Frienpiy a. 
+ -NESS.] The quality or condition of being 
friendly ; rarely A/., manifestations of friendliness. 

1490 Caxton Lxeydos vii. 31 They began to treate wyth 
theym curtoysly, wyth all gre and frendlynes. a@1500 
Chaucer's Dreme 814 She had whole richesse Of woman- 
head, and friendlinesse. 1570 Der d/ath. Pref. 10 His 
humblenes, and frendelynes to all men. 1650 JER. TayLor 
Holy Living i. § 4 (1680) 7 Let all the intervals. .be imployed 
in prayers .. charity, friendliness, and neighbourhood. 1790 
G. WaLker Serm. II. xxi. 127 All the engaging, the heart- 
rejoicing friendlinesses of a human being. 1807 SourHEY 
Let. 8 Dec. in Life & Corr. III. xiii. 124 Fully sensible of 
your friendliness. 1863 Gro, Evior Romolat. xvi, The keen 
eyes were bright with hope and friendliness. 

Friendly (frendli), a. (sé.) and adv. [OE. 
Sréondlic adj., -lice adv.: see FrImnD sb. and 
-ty1,2] <A. adj. 

1, Having the qualities or disposition of a friend, 
disposed to act as a friend, kind. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. xiii. (1891) 440 Odbe Surh Sa 
freondlican znglas odpe da feondas. ¢1374 CHAUCER 
Troylus 1. 106 (155) He is the frendliest man Of so grete 
astate, that ever I saw in mylyve. 1402 Hoccteve Let, of 
Cupid 302 How frendely was Medea to Jason. 1477 Eari 
Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 8b, The enuyous man is frendely 
to him that is present. 1584 BurLeiGH in Fuller Ch, HiZst. 
Ix. v. 159 Your Graces as friendly as any Will. Burley. 
1766 Gotps. Vic, W. vi, I knew him to be friendly as far 
as hewas able. 1871 G. Merepitu H. Richmond xiii, No 
one could be friendlier. 

2. Characteristic of or befitting a friend or friends; 
manifesting friendship. 

¢1385 CuHaucer ZL, G. W. Prol. 251 Hyde Jonathas al 
thyn frendely manere. 1525 Lp. Berners /7oiss. II. ccxli. 
322 The grayhounde..made to hym the same frendly coun- 
tinaunce and chere as he was wonte to do to the kyng. 
1606 Suaks. Ant. & CZ. u. vi. 47 Your Mother came to 
Cicelie, and did finde Her welcome Friendly. 1683 
Pennsylu. Archives 1. 72 And first, I congratulate wth a 
friendly Joy. 1709 Sreece & Swirr Tatler No. 67 P 12 To 
tell People of their Faults in a friendly and private Manner. 
1785 J.C. Lerrsom Ze¢. 8 Apr. in T. J. Pettigrew Life 
(817) II. 425, I was sorry to perceive by your last friendly 
letter that you have failed in procuring a loan for my friend 
Mr. W. 1868 Miss Brappon Rw to Earth 1. i. 9 Jernam 
acknowledged their courtesy with a friendly nod. 

b. Friendly lead, among the poorer classes in 
London, an entertainment given by friends for the 
benefit of a person in distress, etc. 

1886 Besant Childr. Gibeon 1. xxxii, The great table 
dented .. with a thousand hammerings of pewter pots at 
friendly leads. 1895 Daily Tel. 26 Sept. 3 He went toa 
friendly lead’ for the benefit of a man who had just come 
out of the hospital. f 

3. Not hostile or at variance; on amicable terms. 
Const. 70, with. 

1595 SHAKS. Fohu 1 i. 481 Why answer not the double 
Maiesties, This friendly treatie of our threatned Towne. 
1607 — Timon v. i. 122 Nothing but himselfe, which 
lookes like man, Is friendly with him. 1613 Purcuas 
Pilgrimage (1614) 695 The Inhabitants whereof .. have 
shewed themselves friendly to the Portugals. 1671 Nar- 
porouGH F772. in Acc. Sev, Late Voy. 1. (1711) 135 The 
People were friendly..but .. very theevish. 1798 NeEL- 
son 22 July in Nicolas Dzsf. (1845) III. 47 The King’s flag 
is insulted at every Friendly Port we look at. 1849 
Macautay Hist, Eng. 1. 399 The wits and the Puritans had 
never been on friendly terms, 1860 Anz. Reg. 21 Sowing 
suspicion and distrust, calculated to bring about a total 
rupture with a neighbouring and friendly country. , 

b. Not proceeding from or attended with hosti- 
lity; amicable. Of an action at Law: Brought 
between parties not really at variance, in order to 
obtain a decision on some point. 

ec. Of a match at football, etc.: Played simply 
for the honour of the thing and not in competition 
for acup, etc. Usually e//pt. (quasi-sd.). 

1894 Athletic News 5 Nov. 4 The Sunderland and Wool- 
wich Arsenal match was a friendly. 1895 Westm. Gaz. 
7 Nov. 3/2 When an inter-club match is called a ‘friendly’, 
the inference as to what a league match means is fairly easy. 

4. Fayourably disposed, well-wishing; inclined 


to approve, help, or support. 

1535 CoverDALE Ps. xxiv. [xxv.] 8 O how frendly & right- 
uous is the Lorde. 160r Suaxs. Fu. C. v. i. 94 The Gods 
to day stand friendly, 1826 Foster in Life § Corr, (1846) 
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II. 79 A letter.. which contained a most friendly reference 
tome. 1878 J.C. Morison Gzbonx 72 The side of his history 
from which a friendly biographer would most readily turn 
away. 

5. Of things, influences, etc.: Disposed or likely 
to be helpful or serviceable; kindly, propitious, 
favourable, salutary. Const. fo, + wnto. 

¢ 1391 Cuaucer Astro/. u. § 4 He is in dignite & conforted 
with frendly aspectys of planetes. 1592 SHAKs. Rom. & 
Ful. v. iii. 163 O churle, drinke all? and left no friendly 
drop, To helpe me after. 1659 Hammonp Ox Ps, cvii. 23- 
30 By the friendliest gales. 1683 Tryon Way to Health 
192 The more simple .. sorts of Food and Drink, as Bread, 
Cheese .. are both mild and friendly. 182r Lams £@za Ser, 
1. Mackery End, As words written in lemon come out upon 
exposure to a friendly warmth. 1850 Prescotr Peru II. 
341 He bent down his head to kiss it, when a stroke, more 
friendly than the rest, put an end to his existence. 

b. Suitable to one’s comfort, convenient. 

1697 Dryven Virg. Georg. wv. 33 Neighb’ring Trees, with 
friendly Shade invite The Troops. 1713 ADDISON Cafo1. iv, 
At th’ approach of Night On the first friendly Bank he throws 
him down. 1885 J. Payn Talk of Town II. 196 A friendly 
pillar brought Dennis himself to anchorage. 

+6. Of things: ‘Disposed to union’ (J.); not 
jarring or conflicting. Ods. 

1717 Pore EP. to Fervas 15 Like friendly colours [we] 
found them both unite. 1793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 272 To 
bring all the parts into their most friendly state of contact. 

7. Of or pertaining to the Society of Friends. 

1886 A wzerican X11. 155 Whose family are Friendly people. 

8. Friendly Society. Originally, the name of 
a particular fire-insurance company. In later use, 
one of numerous associations, the members of which 
pay fixed contributions to insure pecuniary help 
in sickness or old age, and provision for their 
families in the event of death. 

1703 Lond. Gaz. No. 3910/4 All Persons who have any 
Demands upon the Undertakers of the Friendly Society, by 
reason of the late Fire..may .. Receive the money, due on 
any Policy of Insurance. 1720 Jéid. No. 5909/3 The 
Friendly Society (or Sheaf of Arrows) give Notice, That 
they assure Losses from Fire. 1819 Genxtl. Mag. 529 He 
placed the property of Friendly Societies under the protec- 
tion of thelaws. 1863 Fawcett Pol. Econ. u. ix. (1876) 240 
A Trades’-Union performs the ordinary functions of a 
Friendly Society. 

9. Comé., as friendly-fiendly, -seeming adjs. 

1709 E. Hotpswortn Muscipula (1749) 51 With friendly- 
seeming wellcome. 1877 Tennyson Harold 1. i, With that 
friendly-fiendly smile of his. : 

B. sé. (See also A. 3c.) A ‘ friendly’ native, 
one of a friendly tribe. Usually #7. 

1870 Pall Mail G. 19 Apr., They were friendlies returning 
home. 1885 /dzd.17 Mar. 8/1 Our Arab ‘ friendlies’ declare 
that [etc.]. 

C. adv. In a friendly manner or spirit, like a 
friend, with friendship. 

Beowulf 1027 Ne zefrzegzn ic freondlicor feower madmas. 
c 1205 Lay. 14845 Wescullen an londe..godes folc urozfrien 
& freondliche hit halden. @1300 Cursor M. 15294 For- 
wit his disciplis fete Ful freindli he fell. 1362 Lancer. 
P. Pl. A. x1. 171 Was neuer gome vppon grounde..Feirore 
vndurfonge ne frendloker maad at ese. c¢1440 Vork Myst. 
xxxiil. 76 So frendly he fared. c1475 Rauf Coilzear 281 
Than spak he freindly. 1549 CovERDALE, etc, Erasm. Par. 
Jas. i. 27 Euen so muste we agayne bee bothe mercyfull and 
frendely liberall towardes our neighbour. 1608 RowLanps 
Humors Looking Glasse g Vnles he friendly drew his 
purse. 1705 Hearne Codlect. 21 Nov., W* [he] was friendly 
told of. 1772-84 Coox Voy. (1790) V. 1672 Some of the men 
marry three wives, who in general live friendly together. 
1807 P. Gass Frnl. 255 The natives used us friendly and 
with kindness. 1869 Freeman Nori. Cong. (1876) ILI. xii. 
157 He tended _him friendly in his castle for three days. 

+ Friendman. Oés. [f. Frienp 5d.+ Man.] 
An intimate friend; also, a relative. 

e1200 Trin. Coll. Hom, 183 Among pat be sowle wited be 
licame worped hewe and pe frendmen him biweped gef bar 
anie ben. a1300 Cursor M. 20242 Hir freind-men til hir 
scho cald. [1884 J. Parker AZost. Lie III. 4 Man looks for 
man—not any man, but the friend-man.] y 

+ Friendrede. Os. [OE. fréondrexden: see 
Frignp sd. and -RED.] Friendship. 

¢888 K. Aitrrep Boeth, xxi, pet hie zetreowlice heora.. 
freondredenne healdab. 13.. K. Adis. 1488 To beon of 
his freondrede. 1340 Ayend, 149 Pise urendrede ous ssewede 
Iesu crist be zope urend. 

Friendship (frendfip). Forms: 1-3 fréond- 
scipe, (1 -scype, 3 freond-, freontschipe, freon- 
scipe), 2-3 frendshipe, 3-4 frenscip, -scep, 
freinschip, 3-5 frendscip, -schip, frenschip(e, 
(4 frendischipe, frencipp, -s(c)hepe, 5 -chepe), 
4-5 frendeship, (freendshippe), frenship(pe, 
-shyp, 4-6 frendship(pe, (4 frendshepe, 6 
-shype, 4 Sc. freyndschip, 6 Sc. freindship, 6- 
friendship. [OE. /réomdscipe: see FRIEND 5d, 
and -sHIP. J 

1. The state or relation of being a friend ; asso- 


ciation of persons as friends. 

Beowulf 2069 Py ic Headobeardna hyldo ne telge .. 
freondscipe festne. cxx75 Lamb. Hom. 33 Alre erest bu 
most habben mine freonscipe. @1225 Axcr. KR. 98 Uor no 
freondschipe nis so vuel ase is fals freondschipe. 1297 
R, Giouc. (1724) 35 Pat bi nom be myn frenschipe for pi 
sopnesse al clene. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. ili. 
(1495) 553 It is sayd that alabastre .. gendryth and kepyth 
frendshypp. ¢1440 York Myst. xxxiil. 76 He fest me to his 
frenschippe, so frendly he fared. 1553 EpEen 7veat. Newe Jud. 
(Arb.) 36 Wilde menne, which could by no gentilnes be allured 
to frendshippe. 1612 Bacon Zss., Hriendship~ (Arb.) 160 








FRIEZE. 


Without friendship, society is but meeting. 1733 Swirt Life 
§ Char. Dean S—t 43 True friendship in two breasts re- 
quires The same aversions, and desires. 1875 MANNING 
Mission H, Ghost v. 125 The love of friendship is. .the most 
perfect form of love. 

b. A friendly relation or intimacy. 

exooo Sax. Leechd. II. 210 Freondscipas niwe. 1536 
BELLENDEN Cvon. Scot. (1821) I. 7 Knawing weill, na thing 
micht bring the pepill sonar under ane freindschip and band 
than sic doingis. 1664 Evetyn Kal. Hort. (1729) 85 The 
learned and choice Friendships that you enjoy. 1697 
Dampier Voy J. vii. 182 To endeavour a Friendship with 
those Indians; a thing our Privateers had long coveted. 
1842 Tennyson Will Waterproof 40 And softly, thro’ a 
vinous mist, My college friendships glimmer. 1871 MorLry 
Voltaire (1886) 361 His friendship with two of the chief 
actors may have biassed his judgment. 

+e. collect. Friends, Obs. 

c1400 Beryn 3526 And lokid .. with a rewful cher .. on 
othir frendshipp and ney3bours he had ther. a@xz440 Szr 
Degrev. 1274 The duke rekyvered a3yne, Hys frenchepys 
were fayn. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. c. 80 Cadwalyn in 
playne batayll slowe Edwyn and al his frendshippes. 

2, Friendly feeling or disposition felt or shown 
by one person for or towards another; friendliness. 
+ Ln friendship: on friendly terms. 

@ 1300 Cursor IM. 14359 Mikel frenscip has pou him kidd. 
1375 Barsour Bruce 1. 84 For that at the King off Ingland 
Held swylk freyndschip and cumpany To thar King. ¢ 1400 
Maunpey. (Roxb.) ii. 7 Pat was giffen me for grete fren- 
schepe. 1596 Spenser State Jrel. (Globe) 661 Such rawe 
captaynes as are usuallye sent out of England, being therto 
preferred onely by frendship, and not chosen by sufficiencye. 
1664 SouTH Sevm. (1737) II. ii. 45 We have here..an ac- 
count of Christ’s friendship to his disciples. 1723-4 in 
Swift's Lett. (1766) 11. 277, I could never impute it to want 
of friendship in one, whose goodness to me has always been 
abundantly more than I could deserve. 1861 M. Pattison 
Ess. (1889) I. 38 To renew the assurance of his friendship, 
which was not diminished by the sorrowful event. 

+ 3. A friendly act; a favour; friendly aid. Ods. 

1535 CovERDALE Pyov. xviii. 24 A frende that delyteth in 
loue, doth a man more frendshipe, and sticketh faster vnto 
him then a brother. 1605 SHaxs. Leary ut. ii. 62 Hard by 
heere is a Houell, Some friendship will it lend you ’gainst 
the Tempest. 1613 Breaum. & FL. Coxcomé 11. i, You have 
done me friendships infinite, and often. 

+4. ‘Conformity, affinity, correspondence, apt- 
ness to unite’ (J.). Cf. FRmmNDLY 6. Obs. rave—'. 

1695 Drypen tr. Dufresnoy’s Art Paint. Obsery, 175 This 
rule obliges us to know those Colours which have a Friend- 
ship with each other, and those which are incompatible. 

+Friendsome, 2. Ods. [f. Frienp (? 50. 
or @,)+-SomE.] Friendly, kindly, benign. 

a1300 #, E. Psalter \xviii. 20 [lxix. 16] Here me, lauerd, 
witterli, For frendsome es bi merci. 1375 Barsour Brace 1. 
88 Thai trowyt that he .. as freyndsome compositur, Wald 
hawe Iugyt in lawte. 

Hence + Friendsomeness. 

a1300 &, E. Psalter \xiv. 12 [Ixv. 11] Blisse saltou pe 
croune bat es Of yhere of his frendsomnes. 7d. Ixxxiy. 13 
[Ixxxv. 12] Sothlike frendsomnes lauerd giue sal. 

Frienge, obs. form of FRINGE. 

Frier, var. of Fryer; obs. form of Friar. 

+ Friese, a. and sb. Oés. [The native name: 
see FRISIAN.] =FRISIAN a. and sd. 

1481 Caxton Reynard (Arb.) 42 Pater symonet the friese 
was woned to make there false money. 1675 tr. Camden's 
Hist. Eliz. 1. (1688) 592 They [Spaniards] were received 
by the Friese Musketiers with a Volley of small Shot. 

Hence Frie’sic a., }+Frie'sish a. [see -10, -IsH], 
= FRISIAN, 

1864 WesstErR, Pyviesish (rare). 1887 Cummins (¢7¢/e) A 
Grammar of the Old Friesic Language. 

Frieze (frzz), 50.1 Forms: 5-6 fres(s)e, 5-7 
fryce, fryse, 6 friese, fryze, 6-8 frees(e, -z(e, 
5-9 frise, 6-9 frize, 7 freise, -ze, 6— frieze. 
[a. Fr. frise (from 15th c.), f£. fréser (16thc.) to 
curl (hair, etc.): see Frizz v.1] 

1. A kind of coarse woollen cloth, with a nap, 
usually on one side only ; now es. of Irish manu- 
facture. Also frieze-cloth, + frieze-ware. 

1418 LE. EZ. Wills (1882) 37 Also a gowne of grene frese. 
1462 Manz. § Househ. Exp. 150 Item, payd ffor iij. 3erdys 
off blakke firyce ij. s, ob. 1483 Act 1 Ric. (//, c. 8 § 18 
The making. of any Cloth called /vise Ware. a1529 SKEL- 
ton Wks. (Dyce) I. 12x In dud frese ye war schrynyd With 
better frese lynyd. 1561 T. Norton Calvin's Just, 11. xix. 
(1634) 407 For this is truly said, that oftentimes in freese 
and course cloth dwelleth a purple heart. 1611 Sprep 7%eat. 
Gt. Brit. vi. (1614) 11/1 A home-spun freeze-cloth. 1627 
Lisander & Cal. v. 89 His wast-coate of redde fryse. 1683 
Brit. Spec. 43 A thick Covering made of course Wool, having 
a Nap on both sides like Freez, worn by the Gauls and 
better sort of Britains to keep out the Cold. 1765 STERNE 
Tr. Shandy V1. xxi, An old calash..lined with green frize. 
1803 Aun. Rev. I. 416 In the county of Wicklow a kind of 
frize and ratteen of pretty good quality, is very generally 
made for domestic uses. 1827 Miss Sepcwick H. Leslie 
(1872) II. 187 His dress was an overcoat of coarse frieze 
cloth. 1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh iv. 540 Half St. 
Giles in frieze Was bidden to meet St. James in cloth of gold. 


+2. The nap or down on a plant; a tuft of the 


same. Ods. 

1630 Parkinson Theat, Bot. 255 Nine leaves, three whereof 
fall downe, having a freeze neere,the bottomes. 1657 W. 
Cotes Adam in Eden 110 Round Leaves .. thicker and 
greener than those of the Butter-burr, with a little Down 
or freese. 1688 R. Horme Armoury 11. 109/1 Dittany hath 
..a Tassel in the middle. .with a little Freez or Thrum. 

8. In Leather-manuf. An imperfection in leather, 
consisting in a bruising or abrasion of the grain, 
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FRIEZE. 


1885 C. T. Davis Leather tv. xiii. 239 ‘Frieze’ is prin- 
cipally caused in the subsequent step of sweating when the 
grain of the hide is inclined to be tender and has the 
appearance of being scraped off. ; ; 

4. attrib. and Comb. Chiefly simple attvzd. or 
quasi-aaj. = ‘made of frieze’, as in frieze coat 
(whence /rieze-coated adj.). Also frieze-coat, 
a designation applied to an Irish peasant; +} frieze- 


leather = frizzed leather, 

1531 in Weaver Wedls Wills (1890) 29 W™ Wey ads. Smy3th 
my old ffryse cotte. 1535 /ézd. 28 Sir John Sherman my ffryce 
gowne. c1550 W.S. Disc. Common Weal Eng. u. (1893) 82 In 
a kendall cote in somer or ina frese cote in winter. 1563 Foxe 
A. & M, 1365/1 Maister Latimer..wearing an olde threade- 
bare Bristowe fryse gowne gyrded to his bodye with a peny 
lether gyrdell. 1594 Prar Fewell-ho. 1. 72 A peece of 
freese-leather. 1598 FLorio, M/avrochino, Spanish lether, 
frizeleather. 1610 Rowtanps Martin Mark-all Aij, Vp 
starts an old cacodemicall Academicke with his frize bonnet. 
1640 W. M. Wandering Few (1857) 22 A poore Ale-house is 
your Inne, an old Freeze Jerkin in Summer your Sonday-suit, 
1775 SHERIDAN Duenna u. iii, As ridiculous as gold lace on 
a frize coat. 1796 CoLERIDGE Observ. Blossom 1st Feb., This 
dark, frieze-coated, hoarse, teeth-chattering Month. 1845 
Disraeit Syd (Rtldg.) 295 ‘Poor Ireland!’ said Gerard. 
‘Well, I think the frieze-coats might give us a helping hand 
now, and employ the troops at least.’ 1886 Hatt Caine Son 
of Hagar i. xvi, Paul had thrown on a long frieze ulster. 

Jig. 1589 Pappe w. Hatchet (1844) 39 Such frize jestes 
uppon fustion earnest. 

Frieze (fr7z), sb.2 Arch. Forms: 5 fres, 6 
frise, fryse, 6-7 frese, 6-9 frize, 7 freese, 7-8 
freeze, 8 freze, 7— frieze. [a. Fr. frise fem., 
which (with Sp. f/77so masc.) is prob. related in 
some way to the synonymous It. /vegio masc., also 
‘border, fringe, ornament’ :—L. Phrygium (sc. 
opus) a Phrygian work (cf. Phrygix vestes embroi- 
dered garments). ] 

1. That member in the entablature of an order 
which comes between the architrave and cornice. 
Also in extended sense (see quot. 1850). 

1563 Suute Archit. D iv b, The Architraue, frise, and 
Cornish. .Zophorus, which we cal y® frese. 1644 EveLyN 
Mem. (1857) I. 110 The room ., is tapestried with crimson 
damask .. the frieze above rarely painted. 1656 DAVENANT 
Szege of Rhodes 1. Dram. Wks. 1873 III. 259 In the middle 
of the freese was a compartiment, wherein was written 
Rhodes. 1726 Leoni Designs Pref. 2/1 Makes the projec- 
tion ofthe Architrave..hide the Freze. 1762-71 H. WaLroLe 
Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) II, 57 note, The .. frieze 
adorned in stucco with sea-monsters. a 1774 GoLpsM. Descr. 
Author's Bed Chamb, 17 With beer and milk arrears, the 
frieze [of a mantel-piece] was scored. 1812-16 J, SmiTH 
Panorama Sc. & Art I. 158 Stiffly ornamented friezes. 
1850 Parker Gloss. Archit. (ed. 5) 221 Any horizontal broad 
band which is occupied by sculpture may be correctly 
termed a frieze (and is so by architectural writers), whether 
it form part of an entablature or be placed in any other posi- 
tion, 1852 Mrs. Jameson Leg. Madonna (1857) 148 A frieze 
of angelic boys ornaments the alcove. 

b. A band of painted or sculptured decoration. 

1847 DisraELi Tancred 1. vi, They entered the ball-room 
-.the walls of looking-glass, enclosing friezes of festive 
sculpture, 1851 Layarp Pop. Acc. Discov. Nineveh xiii, 
344 A thin coat of plaster, on which were painted figures 
and ornamental friezes, 

2. a. Ina column (also frieze of the capital) = 
HyporracHELium, b. Inacannon: The encircling 
ring immediately behind the cornice-ring (see Cor- 
NICE 4). 

1569-91 SreNnsER Vis. Bellay iv, The chapters Alablaster, 
the fryses christall. 1663 Gerber Counsel 32 The Freese, 
Gul or Throat. 1692 Capt. Smith's Seaman’s Gram. ui. Vi. 
94 Cis the Freeze [of acannon]. 1711 Pops Temp. Fame 
142 The freezes gold, and gold the capitals, 

3. attrib. and Comb., as frieze-work. Also 
+ frieze-orders /., those in which a frieze is always 
a part of the entablature; frieze-panel, (2) one 
of the uppermost panels of a six-panelled door; 
(4) the lower part of a gun-port (Adm. Smyth) ; 
frieze-rail, the rail below the frieze-panels. 

1663 GeRBIER Counsel 31 Any of the *Frese orders. 1678 
Moxon Mech, Exerc. 1. 106 The *Friese Pannel above the 
*Friese Rail. 1859 Gwitt Zucycl. Arch. (ed. 4) 568 In- 
doors, the upper rails are called ¢of vails; the next in 
descending, /rize vails..The panels are also named from 
their situations on the door; thus CC, being the uppermost, 
are called /rize panels. 1772-84 Cook Voy. (790) V. 1773 
Nothing is to be seen without a kind of *freeze-work, or 
a representation of some animal upon it. : 

Hence Friezed //. a. [-rp *], furnished with 
a frieze; Friezeless a., having no frieze. 

31819 WirFeN Aonian Hours (1820) 76 Night's shrieking 
bird Flaps the friezed window with her wing. 18532 Wittis 
Summer Cruise in Medit, x\. 244 Some friezeless portico. 

Frieze (fr7z), v.1 Forms: see Frinze sd.1 [ad. 
F. friser or Sp. frésar; perh. identical with the 
vb. of the same form represented by FRIEZE v.? : 
see Frizz 9.1} 

1. trans. To cover witha nap; =Corron v.1 1. 
Obs. exc. Hist. 

1509, 1557 [see Friezep ffl. a1]. 1541 Act 33 Hen. VIII, 
c. 15 Many poore people haue ben well set a worke .. jyith 
dressing & frising of the said cottons. 1591 [see Co#ron 
vir}. x6ox [see Friezep £/. a1 1], 1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 
2009/8 For Beautifying of Cloth..by Napping and Freezing 
the same without Honey. 1885 Fortn. in Waggonette 61 
‘There were mills for scouring, fulling, and friezing cloth. 

+2. = Frizz v1 (q. v. for examples in the forms 
Sreeze, frize). Obs, 
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+38. To brush lightly over. (=F. fraser ‘effleu- 
rer’, Littré.) Cf. FrizzuE v.1 3. Obs. 

1622 Peacuam Compl. Gent. 115 For Leather. .take yellow 
Oker .. and where you will have it darker, by degrees, mix 
Umber with it, and when you have wrought it over, take a 
broad Pencil and frieze it over with Umber. . 

4. Comb., + frieze-board (see quot.). 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury ut. 348/r The [Clothiers] Frise 
Board is that by which the Cloth after it is sheared hath a 
Nap or Curl put upon it. ‘ 

Hence Frie'zing wv0/. sb. ; also attrib. 

1565 Act 8 Eliz. c.7 $4 No Person. .shall use or exercise 
the Faculty of Frizing or Cottoning. 1694 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 2985/4 A new built Water-Mill. .containing..a Fryzing 
Mill, a Raising Mill for Cloth. 


Frieze (frizz), v.2 [ad. F. /risev, related to frese 
Frieze sb.2; chiefly in pa. pple. /rzsé, whence 
med.L, frisatus embroidered (with gold).] 

1. trans. To embroider with gold; to work 


(gold) into arabesques, etc. Now rare. 

1577-87 [see Friezep ffl. 2.2]. 1881 Academy 28 May 
rays A magnificent screen—golden in hue and patterned 
and friezed in exquisitely delicate arabesque. 

2. Maut. (See quots.) 

1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1776), Freezing, a sort of 
ornamental painting on the upper part of a ship’s quarter, 
stern or bow. It consists generally of armour, instruments of 
war, marine emblems etc, 1771 Rear Apmirat J. Monracu 
To Secretary of Admiralty 15 Apr., An order to the Navy 
Board ‘for his Majesty’s ship Captain to be freezed on the 
quarters’, c18s0 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 120 Friezing, 
ornamental carving or painting above the drift-rails, and 
likewise round the stern or bow. ) 

3. To cover (a silver plate) with chased patterns. 

Now used by workmen with reference to ‘ frosted work’, 
and associated with FREEzE v. 

1678 Lond. Gaz. No, 1301/4 Lost .. A round Gold Watch 
..the Dial plate freezed with a little knot in the middle. 
1683 bid. 1800/4 A round Silver Watch..with a Freiz’d 
Dial-Plate. 1684 /ézd. 1938/4 A Silver Watch with .. long 
frized Hours on the Dyal Plate. 

Frieze, Friezeadow: see FREEZE, FRIZADO. 

Friezed (frzzd), ffl. a.t Obs. exc. Hist. [f. 
Frinze v.1 and sd.1 + -ED.] 

1. Of cloth: Having a nap; =Corronen 1. 

1509 Bury Wills (Camden) 112, I wyll yt euery poor man 
and woman dwellyng in my almesse howsyn have. .a firysed 
rosat gown. 1587 Act 4&5 Phil. & Mary c. 5 § 12 Upon 
Pain of Forfeiture for every Welsh Cotton or Lining frised 
or cottoned to the contrary, vj. s. viij.d. 160r HoLLtanp 
Pliny 1. 227 About Istria and Liburnia, the sheeps fleece 
resembleth haire rather than wooll, nothing at all good for 
to make frized clothes with a high nap. 1721 C. Kine S77z¢. 
Merch. 1, 291 Pennistones freized. 1865 Dircxs rg. Wore. 
iv. 37 The term being applied to garments having long wool, 
then said to be friezed. 

2. Of a plant: Downy; =Corronen 2. 

15878 Lyte Dodoens u. x. 328 Rha (as it is thought) hath 
great broade leaues .. white and fryzed underneath. 1597 
Gerarve Herbal 1. xxxvi. § 1. 51 A fringe... downe the 
middle of the lower leaves. .tipped or frized. 


+ Friezed, 77/. 2.2 Obs. In 6 frised, frized. 
[See Frimze v.42] Of gold: Wrought into orna- 
mental patterns. Of cloth: Embroidered or other- 


wise adorned with patterns in gold. 

1577-87 HowinsHep Chron. III. 805/2 Fret with frised 
gold. did. 807/1 A tree of gold, the branches and boughes 
frised with gold. 1587 FLeminc Contin. Holinshed I11, 1338/1 
A canopie of cloth of gold frized. 

Friezer (ftzza1). Forms: 6 friser, 6-9 frizer. 
[f. Frieze v1 + -ER1,] One who friezes cloth. 

1557 [see Corroner 1]. 1565 Act 8 Eliz. c. 7 § 1 Six hun- 
dred Persons of the Art or Science of Sheermen or Frizers. 
1871 Gd. Words 608 The drapers, cottoners, and frizers of 
Shrewsbury. 

Frie‘zy, ¢. [f. Frieze 5d.1+-y1.] Clad in frieze. 

1849 Acs. SmitH Pottleton Leg. 35 A rough, friezy man 
brought in some uncouth leathern bags. 1855 Chambd. 
Frnt. WV. 153 Friezy hairy groups.. wondering at us. 

+ Frig, v. Obs. Also frigg. [? Onomatopceic 
alteration of FRIKE v.; cf. FRIDGE, Fic, FIDGE vs. ] 

1. zutr. To move about restlessly ; to agitate the 


body or limbs. Cf. Fripex vz. 1. 

c1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 313 A welle blawen bowke 
thise frygges as frogges. 1598 E. Gitpin S£zad. (1878) 51 
Marke how Seuerus frigs from roome to roome. 1653 
Urqunart Rabelais 1. xi, He would. .be often in the dumps, 
and frig and wriggle it. 1658 RowLanp Moufet’s Theat. 
Zns.955 How ridiculously the barbarous people when they 
are bitten will frig and frisk. 1719 D’Urrey Pills LV. 124 
O! how they do frig it, Jump it and Jigg it. 

2. trans, To rub, chafe: =F RipGE 2, 3. 

@1529 SKELTON EZ. Rewsmumyng 178 The bore .. His rumpe 
--he frygges Agaynst the hye benche. «1605 Potwarr 
Flyting w. Montgomerie 724 Except I were to frig thee with 
whin stanes. 1674 N, Famrrax Bulk § Selv. Ep. Ded., As 
long as the Summers warmth holds on to cocker them, and 
the days heat to frigge and chafe them [flowers and insects]. 

3. Comd., as frig-beard. 

1708 Morreux Radelais v. v. 164 Shavers and Frig-beards. 

Hence + Frigging vd/. sb. Also + Fri'gger. 

c 1560 A, Scotr Poems (S. T. S.) 2x Sum luvis lang trollie 
lolly, And sum of frigging fane, 1598 FLorio, Menamenti, 
stirrings, friggings. 1659 Torriano, /yxgatoio. .a frigger, 
a clown, a wriggler up and down. 

Frigate (fri:gct). Forms: 6-7 fregate, -att, 
-ot, frig(g)ot(e, -tt, 6-9 frigat, (6 frygatte, 7 
fricket, friggatt, -ett), 6— frigate. Also 6 in 
It. form fragatta [ad. Fr. /régate, ad. It. fregata, 


Sragata, =Sp., Pg., Cat. fragata. 








FRIGEFY. 


The ultimate etymology is unknown, the hypothesis of 
Diez, that it represents a late L. fadricata in the sense 
‘building’ (cf. F. datzment building, ship), being generally 
rejected by recent scholars.] ; : 

1. A light and swift vessel, orig. built for rowing, 


afterwards for sailing. Ods. exc. poet. 

1885 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. ti. 2b, With a 
frigat to accompany us and to bring backe newes from us. 
1588 Parke tr. Mendoza’s Hist. China 151 All which people 
were embarked in small ships and two frygattes [printed 
foygattes]. 1599 Hak iuyr Voy. II. 1. 111 And toward 
Sunne set, the castle sent a Fragatta vnto vs, to giue vs 
warning of three Foistes comming after vs. 1613 SHERLEY 
Trav. Persia 8 Perceiving a Fregat a farre off, rowing 
towards vs. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. India § P. 106 The other 
are Frigats fit to Row or Sail. 1732 Lepiarp Sethos II. 
vit. 17x He promis'’d..to furnish him..with a frigat to 
carry him..to the port. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xxiv, 
Permit me..to guide Your fairy frigate o’er the tide. 


2. Applied to a vessel of larger size. ta. A 


merchantman. Also galleon-frigate. Obs. 

1624 Cart. Smitu Virginia v. 180 They sent one of the 
two Frigats last left with them for England. a 1674 
Crarenvon //ist. Red. 1x. § 115 They .. had at that time 
another Frigat of Mr. Hasduncks. 1723 Lond. Gaz, No. 
6142/2, } of the Craggs Frigate. 1800 Naval Chron. 11.237 
Two more galleon frigates were expected. 1894 C. N. 
Rosinson Brit. Fleet 229 Among the merchant-men serving 
against the Armada..was a frigate. 

Jig. 1642 Mitton Afgol. Smect. (1851) 298 He must cut 
out large docks .. to unlade the foolish frigate of his un- 
seasonable autorities. 

b. A war-vessel. In the Royal Navy, formerly 
a vessel of the class next in size and equipment to 
ships of the line, carrying from 28 to 60 guns on 
the main deck and a raised quarter-deck and fore- 
castle. As now used, the term no longer denotes 
a distinct class of vessels, being often applied to 
ships of much larger size than those that were so 


designated early in this century. 

1630 R. Fohnson’s Kingd. & Commw. 224 There are con- 
tinuall fights with the Portugall Frigats. 164: EVELYN 
Mem. (1857) I. 41 The packet-boat..a pretty frigate of six 
guns. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) I. 264 Being with 
one of the king’s frigates in the Baltic. 1825 J. Neat Bro, 
Fonathan IL. 43 Without a single ship of war, frigate or 
sloop, to encounter a powerful navy. 1867 SmyTH Saz/o?’s 
Word-bk., Donkey-frigate, those of 28 guns, frigate-built 5 
that is, having guns protected by an upper deck, with guns 
on the quarter-deck and forecastle. 1877 W. THomson Voy. 
Challenger 1. i, 1x She has all the accommodation of a frigate 
with the handiness and draught of water of a corvette. 

3. A large swift-flying raptorial bird (Fvegata 
aquila or Tachypetes aquilus), found near land in 
the tropical and warmer temperate seas. Also 

Srigate-bird, -petrel. 

1738 Atpin Wat. Hist. Birds Il. 75 The Frigate Bird. 
The Indians call it so, because of the Swiftness ofits Flight. 
1756 Phil. Trans. XLIX. 627 The sea-birds, called frigates 
..quit the air, and seek the shore. 1837 Mrs, CAULFEILD 
Deluge 94 At his side The kingly eagle, frigat, pelican. 1859 
Darwin Orig. Sfec. vi. (1878) 142 No one except Audubon 
has seen the frigate-bird.. alight on the surface of the 
ocean. 1895 Daily News 16 Sept. 6/2 The Frigate Petrel.. 
a specimen was washed up dead on the shore of Walney 
Island in November 1890. 

4. attrib. and Comd., as frigate-almshouse (nonce- 
wd.), -fashion; frigate-like adj. and ady. Also 
frigate-built a., having ‘a descent of some steps 
from the quarter-deck and forecastle into the waist’ 
(Adm. Smyth) ; frigate-bird, -petrel (see 3). 

@1657 LovetacE Poems (1864) 201 Have you not seen a 
charact lie A great cathedral in the sea, Under whose Baby- 
lonian walls A small thin *frigot almshouse stalls? 1676 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1130/4 Viva Oranga of St. Malo’s, Burthen 
so Tuns .. *Frigat built. 1725 De For Voy. round World 
(1840) 213 A small frigate-built vessel. 1863 P. Barry Dock- 
yard Econ. 75 A ship of more than usually heavy scantling, 
and with a variety of foreign timber judiciously distributed 
in all its parts, might have fairly claimed to be frigate-built. 
1641 Evetyn JZem. (1857) I. 18 Phineas Pett, inventor of the 
*frigate-fashion of building. 1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1077/4 
A small Bark, called the Castle Frigat of Falmouth, burthen 
25 to 30 Tun, built *Frigat like. 31708 /é¢d. No. 4398/3 
Captain Haddock..got Sight..of two Frigat-like Ships. 


Frigatoon (frigatdzn). [ad. It. fregatone, aug- 
mentative of fregata FRIGATE.] (See quot.) ‘ Also 
applied to a ship sloop-of-war’ (Adm. Smyth), 

1721 Baitey, Frigatoon, a Venetian Vessel, built with a 


apece Stern without any Fore-mast, having only a Main- 
ast, Mizen-Mast and Bow-sprit. [Hence in mod. Dicts.] 

+ Fri-gefact, v. Obs.—* [ad. L. /rigéfact-are, 
f. frigé-re to be cold + fact- ppl. stem of facére to 
make.] ¢vans. Tochill. So }+Fri'gefacted A//. a. 
[see -ED1], made frigid; + Frigefa°ction [see 
-ION or -TION], the action or process of chilling ; 
+ Frigefa'ctive a. [sce -1vE], chilling. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 21/2 If it be 
a Foote or a Legge which is in this sorte frigefacted, I then 
take my beginning of circumuolutione at the knees to the 
bodye vpwardes. 1651 Biccs New Disf, P 192 Frigefactive 
and positive power. c¢c1656 UssHEer Amz. vi. (1658) 279 
Taking a huge draught of frigifacted wine. 1656 BLount 
Glossogr., Frigefaction, a making cool, 1660 H. More 
Myst. Godliness vu. xv. 340 Saturn... is in an high degree 
frigefactive, as also exsiccative. 1673 Phil. Trans. VII. 
6132 All these to be further examined by Contusion, Agita- 
tion, Frigefaction. 1684 /éid. XIV. 769 The severity of the 


Air's frigefactive power. 
+ Fri-gefy, v. Obs. Also frigify. [ad. med. 


L. *frigeficare, f. frigére to be cold: see -FY.] 


FRIGERATE. 


1. tvans. To make cold; to cool. » 

Hence Fri'gefied, Fri:gefying pf/. adjs. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gadedhouer's Bk. Physicke 44/1 Then infuse 
her in frigefyed water, /éid. 226/1 She must eschewe .. of 
Onions, Apples, Peares, Oranges, and of all other frigifyinge 
fruictes. 1604 R. Cawprey Table Alph., Frigifie, coole, 
make cold. 1657 Tomiinson Renon’'s Disp. 153 When any 
want a Medicament that califies or frigifies. 


2. intr. To become cold. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Physicke 2/1 Let them 
seeth sufficiently in water, and then let it somwhat frigifye. 

+Fri-gerate, v. Ols.—° [f. L. frigerat- ppl. 
stem of /rigerare to cool, f. frigus: see Frrerp and 
-ATE.] ¢vans. To make frigid; tocool. So} Fri- 
gera‘tion Ots.—1! [see -arion], the action or pro- 
cess of cooling ; + Fri:geratory Ods.—° [see -ony], 
see quot. 

1656-81 Brount Glossog,, Frigerate, to cool. Frigeratory, 
a Cooling-house, or place. @1691 Boytr Hist. Air xl. (1692) 
248 Which wonderful Change I should not so much ascribe 
to a Frigeration of the Air,.as to some nitrous... Exhalations. 

Friggle (frig’l), v. [frequentative of Fric.] 
intr, + &. To jerk oneself about; to wriggle. b. 
dial, To fribble, to fuss). Hence Fri'ggling A//. a. 

162x S. Warp Hafppin. Pract. (1627) 44 Is it harder for vs 
to cut off the friggling taile of that Hydra of Rome? 1626 
J. Yates /bis ad Czs, 1. 6 Though the head of this Hydra 
was cut off, yet it had still afrigling taile. 1848 A. B, Evans 
Leicestersh, Words, etc., Friggle, to be tediously particular 
over a thing..She /rigg/es so long at it. 


Fright (frit), sd. Forms: 1 fyrhto, -u 
(Worthumb. tryhto, fyrihto), 3=4 frizt, 5 fry3t, 
frey(h)t(e,-th,7-fright. [OE. /y//0,a metathetic 
form (recorded only in Northumb.) of fyrhio, -u = 
Goth, faurhtez:—OTeut. *furhtin- wk.fem., noun of 
state or quality from */urhto-, forhto- adj., afraid 
(Goth. faurhts, OS. foroht, for(a)ht, OHG. foraht, 
OE. forht). The other WGer. langs. have a synony- 
mous derivative of the same root; OFris. fruchia, 
OS. for(a)hta (MDu. vrucht(e, vrocht), OHG. 
Sor(a)hta(MHG. vorhte,mod.Ger.furcht) :—OTeut. 
*( furhtd, -6n-) forhtd, -dn- str. and wk. fem.] 

1. +a. In OE.: Fear in general (0ds.). b. In 


ME. and in mod. use; Sudden fear, violent terror, | 


alarm. An instance of this. Phr. zo take fright. 

c 825 Vesp. Hyyins xii. 13 Dyles fiondes Ses efestgan facne 
fyrhtu stille awecce. c1000 Ags, Ps. liv. 20 [lv. 19] Ne him 
Godes fyrhtu zeorne ondredad. cx2g0 Gen. & Hx. 1234 His 
moder wurd ne3-dead for frizt. ¢x325 Body § Soul in Map’s 
Poems (Camd.) 338 Ne thorte us have fri3t ne fer, that God 
ne wolde his blisse us sent. c1q425 Seven Sag. (P.) 948 Tho 
theknave haddeafry3t. c 1440 Prom, Parv, 177/2 Freyhte, 
or feer .. timor, pavor, terror. 1604 Suaxs, Off, U1. iil. 232 
Least by his clamour..The Towne might fall in fright. 1609 
Hotrann Ammm. Marcell. xxix. xii. 369 The Mazices..thus 
beaten down in sundry slaughters, in a foule fright, brake 
their arraies. 1654 Sir E. Nicuotas in VV. Pagers (Camden) 
II. 96 The greate advance made into this countrye had noe 
other ende then by giving a generall fright. 1770 Funius 
Lett. xxxviii. 189 ote, The minister took fright. 1791 Mrs. 
Rapcurre Rom. Forest iv, In my fright..I forgot to take 
the roundabout way. 1837 W. IrvinG Caft. Bonneville I11. 
221 The antelopes, nearly exhausted with fatigue and fright 
.. made no effort to break through the ring of the hunters. 
1847 TENNYSON Princ, v1. 351 An echo started up..and died 
of Hight in far apartments. 

2. + Anything that causes terror (os.). Hence 
(collog.) a person or thing of a shocking, grotesque, 
or ridiculous appearance. 

1634 W. Tirwuyt tr. Balzac’s Lett. 1.8 Hide my selfe here 
with your good favour..than to beare a shew there with 
their frights and soure lookes. 1661 Boyie Style of Script. 
(1675) 27 Asa skilful fowler.,catches..some with frights, as 
black-birds with a sparrow-hawk ora low-bell. 275: Mrs, 
De any Let. to Mrs. Dewes in Life & Corr. 50 A friend .. 
who is working a fright ofa carpet! 1809 Miss Mirrorp 
in L’Estrange Zz/¢ (1870) I. 76 ‘The present race of young 
men are such a set of frights. 1832 #. Zud. Sketch Bk. 11. 
174 To be sure,.the women are sad frights, very yellow, and 
mostly so lean, 1864 H. Ainswortu Yohu Law m1. iii, ‘You 
mustn't marry that ridiculous old fright’, she whispered. 

413. ? Misused for Frur sd. 

1668 in Boyle Hist. Air xy. (1692) 85 The Storm had 
seven Paroxysms or Exacerbations, which the Seamen call 
Frights of Weather, 

Fright (frait),v. Forms: 1fyrhtan (orthumd. 
fyrhta, fryhta), 3 frizten, 5,9 Sc. fricht, 6 frite, 
6- fright. Pa. pple. 9 dial. frit. [OE. *fryhtan 
(Northumb. /ryiia), metathetic var. of /yrhtan, 
corresp. to OF ris. fruchta, OS. forhtian (MDu. 
vruchten), OHG. forhten, furhten (MUG, viirhien, 
mod.Ger. fiirchten), Goth. faurhtjan:—OTeut. 
*furhtjan to fear, £.*furhto- ( forhto-) afraid. (OF, 
had also forhttan = OS. forhtén, of the same mean- 
ing but differing conjugation). The factitive sense 
‘to terrify’ is peculiar to Eng.] ; 

+1. ixtr. To be afraid, to fear. Ods. 

cx1000 Durham Rit. (Surtees) 102/21 Du doest Sa fyrhta, 
Jacis cam tremere. c1250 Gen. §& Ex, 1861 Oc michil he 
friztede for-di boden symeon and leui. did. 3978 Dho3 de 
asse spac, friztede he no3t. | : ; 

2. trans. To affect with fright ; to scare, terrify. 
Now rare exc. poet. and Sc.; in ordinary language 
its place has been taken by frighten. 

¢C tr. Beda’s Hist. tv. iii, (1890) 268 Gif .. bunorrade 
eortian and lyfte breegden and fyrhten, 1423 Jas. I Ai is 
1 


Q. clxii, I ne wist quhat to done, so was I fricht, 











549 


Sipney Ps. 1x. xiii, With terrors greate, O Lord, doe thou 
them fright. 1628 Hospes Thucyd. (1822) 23 The likelihood 
of the war wherewith the Corcyreans frighting you go about 
[etc.]. 1700 Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. 1X. 9 Those that 
fired upon the Indians, and frighted them. 1773 Gotpsm. 
Stoops to Cong.1.1, Frighting the maids, and worrying the 
kittens, 182x Crare Vill. Minstr. 11. 196 The coy hare 
squats nestling in the corn, Frit at the bow’d ear tott’ring 
o’er her head, 1850 TENNyson J Mem. Ixxxii, No lower 
life that earth’s embrace May breed with him, can fright 
my faith. 1869 C. Gispon 2. Gray iv, ‘Ye needna be 
frichted, mither, he’s just got himsel hurt’. 

absol. 1748 Jounson Vanity of human Wishes 148 
Should no. .difficulty fright. 


b. With complement : To scare away, etc. 

1592 Suaks. Rom, § Ful. w.v. 11 Heele fright you vp 
yfaith. 1637 B, Jonson Sad Sheph. 1. ii, Except Love's fires 
the vertue have To fright the frost out of the grave. a 1643 
Sucxiine Acc. Relig. Ep. (1646) 1, Isend you that Discourse 
which frighted the Lady into a cold sweat. 1651 Hoses 
Leviath, w. x\vi. 373 Would fright them from Obeying the 
Laws, 1667 Mitton P. Z. x1. 121 Of a Sword the flame 
Wide waving, all approach farr off to fright. 1678 WANLEY 
Wond. Lit, World v.i. § 97. 468/r Charles the fifth. .frighted 
Solyman the Turk from Vienna, 1697 DrypEn Vireg. Georg. 
IV. s6F The God..who frights away, ‘with his Lath Sword, 
the Thieves and Birds of Prey. 1697 Br. Patrick Comm. 
Lxod.ix. 27 A Man distracted and frighted out of his Wits. 
1705 STaNHorE Paraphr. (1709) 1V. 558 A Refractory People 
might be frighted into good Manners. 1719 Warts‘ There 
ts a land of pure delight’, Not Jordan’s stream, nor death’s 
cold flood, Should fright us from the shore. 1779-81 Joun- 
son L. P., Thomson Wks. 1V. 170 He accompanied the 
players by audible recitation, till a friendly hint frighted 

im to silence. 182 Keats Lamiat.5 Before King Oberon’s 
bright diadem .. Frighted away the Dryads and the Fauns 
From rushes green. 

Hence Fri‘ghting v0/. 5b. and ffi. a. 

1631 Denison Heav. Bang. 188 Frightings and terrors. 
1648 Gace West Ind. xxi. 188 How did I sometimes look 
upon Deaths frighting visage? 1650 W. Broucu Sacr. 
Princ. (1659) 16 Their triviall and frighting argument. 1663 
J. Spencer Prodigies (1665) 29 God hath now, in a great 
measure, left frighting of men to Heaven by visible terrors. 
1674 J. B[r1an] Harv. Home iii. 19 Frighting fearfull terrors. 


Frightable (fraitab’l), a. rave—'. [f. Fricur 
v.+-ABLE.] Capable of being frightened. 

1832 CartyLe Lez, 31 Aug. in Froude L7/e (1882) II. 306 
Medical men can do nothing except frighten those that are 
frightable. 

Frighted (froitéd), ZA. a. [f. Friant v. + 
-ED1,] Affected with fright, scared. 

1647 Trappe JZellif. Theolog. in Comm. Epist. 727 As a 
frighted worme wriggles into its hole. 1650 W. Broucu Sac. 
Princ. (1659) 480 The sinner. .must be [penitent] not from a 
frighted phansie. 1700 Dennis /phigenia 49 Frighted Wolves, 
with dreadful Howl, Her dire approach declare, 1748 
Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) II. x. 61 ‘The man must think he 
has a frighted fool to deal with. 1839 Loner. Hesperus vii, 
She shuddered... like a frighted steed, 1870 Bryant ///ad II. 
xxu. 311 Driven within the city walls Like frighted fawns. 


qb. Of a region or space: Pervaded with fear. 

Milton’s righted deep is echoed by later writers. 

1667 Mitton P. LZ. 1. 994 Such a numerous host Fled not 
in silence through the frighted deep. 1715-20 Pore liad 
xiv. 446 Like lightning flashing through the frighted Skies. 
a1780 BLake 7iriel vii. x She..led him over mountains 
and through frighted vales, 1808 J. Bartow Columb, 1. 207 
Ere Rome’s first Eagle clave the frighted air. 

Hence Fri‘ghtedly adv., in a frighted manner. 

1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa (1811) IV. lix. 995 An accent 
rather frightedly and hoarsely inward than shrilly clamorous. 


Frighten (froit’n), v. [f. Fricur 5d, +-n 5, 
A late formation, which has taken the place of the 
earlier Friant v.] ¢vans. To throw into a fright ; 


to terrify; =F RIGHT v. 2. 

1666 Prrys Diary 4 Sept., Which at first did frighten 
people more than any thing. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. x, 280 But 
even that was a Voyage enough to frighten us, considering 
our scanty Provisions, 1791 Mrs. Ranciirre Rom. Forest x, 
Lam sorry I frightened you so lastnight. 1842 Anpy Water 
Cure (1843) 206 These lunatics .. never frighten women or 
children. 1883 Froupr Short Stud. 1V.1. vi. 65 In fearing 
that England would go into schism the pope was frightened 
by a shadow. 

b. With complement: To scare 22/0, out of, etc. 
ah W. Nicuotts Answ. Naked Gospel 47 They were 
frightened to it by the Arms and Threats of the Souldiers. 
1700 S. L. tr, Hryke’s Voy, E. Ind. 278 [They] thought by 
Fire and Sword. .to frighten him out of his Kingdom. 1726 
Suetvocke Voy. round World (1757) 116 They frighten 
them into the most laborious submission. 1806-7 J, Berrs- 
rorp Miseries Hum. Life xxi. xv, Paying handsomely. .to 
be canted out of your saddle, and frightened out of your 
wits. 1883 Froupre Short Stud. IV. u. i. 168 The French 
Revolution had frightened all classes out of advanced ways 
of thinking. 1890 Spectator x Nov, 583/1 Manufacturers. , 
are frightened to death at the..rise in prices. 1891 Daily 
News 23 Nov. 2/6 There are no stocks to frighten down 
prices. 1892 Law Times XCIL. 04/2 Evidently the idea 
was to frighten and terrorise the lady into paying. 

Hence Fri‘ghtening v0/. sb. and ffl. a. Also 
Frightenable a., capable of being frightened ; 
Frightener, one who or that which frightens. 

1715 Burnet Hist. Ref ILI. 390 note, I do not find there 
was any frightning Threatnings. 1812 CoLerince Lit. Rem, 

1836) I. 362 Man as..a frightenable being. 1841 Cor. 

AWKER Diary (1893) Il. 195 A bird frightener from 
Southampton. 1850 Mrs. F. ‘TrRotLorr Petticoat Govt. 32 
You do not look so frightenable as my Aunt does. ¢ 1854 
Faser Hymn, Predestination vi, And still the frightening 
echoes grow, As it goes sounding on, — Divine Favours 
v, Why didst Thou come so pier ienicg ye 1865, ns ed 
man's Mag. Oct. rand The number and variety of living 
things is positively frightening. 





FRIGHTFULNESS. 
os Eade (froit’nd), pp/. a. [f. prec. + 


-ED!.] That is put into a fright; affected with 
fright. Also fig. 

a1721 Prior Lady's Looking-glass 16 Big waves lash the 
frighten'd shores. 1828 Scorr /. MZ. Perth xi, He suffered 
the frightened girl to spring to the ground. 1863 Gro. 
Exior Romola 1. xx, Her face wore a frightened look, as if 
she dreaded the effect of her boldness. 1885 A¢thenxvum 
2 May 561/3 The police. .turn the frightened inmates out of 
their beds, 

b. Const. a¢. In recent colloquial use frightened 
of (cf. ‘afraid of’) is common; frightened for in 
the same sense is Sc. 

1827 CarLyLe Geri. Romance 11.123, I saw thee running 
. but thou wert frightened for our littledog. 1830 WHEWELL 
in Todhunter Acct. Whewell’s Writ. (1876) IL. 108, I cannot 
but be vexed that..you should set seriously about being 
frightened of my own worshipful self. 1858 Sa. Rev. VI. 
310/2 It is not usual for educated people to perpetrate such 
sentences as..‘I was frightened of her’. 188x Mrs. Motrs- 
wortu ferry Baby 113 Baby was at first terribly frightened 
of him, 1890 [see the vb.] 1897 Daily News 8 Apr. 11/1 
What were you frightened at? 

Hence Fri‘ghtenedly adv. 

1884 I. Fawcerr Rutherford xxiv. 294 She was on the 
verge of drawing away from her frightenedly. 1891 H. Her- 
MAN Ais Anged 10 Looking out. .not in the least frightenedly, 
but inquiringly, 

+ Fri‘ghter. Ods. [f Friant v. + -ER 1] 
One who or that which causes fright or scares away. 


Leverfrighter ; = FEBRIFUGE. 

cx6rx Cuarman J/iad xi. 279 And is of such strength 
that in war the frighter he affrights. 1683 Satmon Dorou 
Med. 11, 586 The Fever ‘ frighter’ of Dr. Riverius. 1693 — 
Bate's Pharm. (1713) 277/2'Vis a famous Ague Frighter, 
seldom or never failing the Cure at some few Doses taking. 


Frightful (froi'tful), a. [f Fricur sd. +-rut.] 

+1. subjectively. Full of terror; timid; alarmed. 

c1250 Gen. §& Ex. 3459 Sis fri3[t]}ful [folc] Sus a-biden, 
Quiles Sis daizes for[S] ben gliden. 1612 Drayton Poly-old. 
xili. 215 The wild and frightfull Heards .. Feed fairely on 
the Launds. 1677 Gitpin Demtonol. (1867) 168 The heart is 
apt to be startled with threatenings .. especially those that 
are of a more tender and frightful spirit. 1765 Foote 
Commissary 11. Wks. 1799 II. 24 These Bourgois are so 
frightful. 1802 Mrs, J. Wiers Infidel Father III. 332, 
Iam so frightful at being in a murderer’s house. 

Comb, 1718 Rowe tr. Lucan 245 Ghastly, and frightful- 
pale her Face is seen. 


2. oljectively. a. Tending to cause fright ; alarm- 


ing. Const. 40, ? Ods. 

1607 Tourneur Rev. 7vag. u. ii. Wks, 1878 II. 64 It fell 
so without fright-full word. x690 J. Mackenzie Siege 
London-Derry 31/1 It was then a little more frightful to our 

eople than afterwards, 1725 De For Voy, round World 
(1840) 349 Any..ravenous creature..which ., were frightful 
to the deer. 1812 SurLtey Addr. Jrish People 8 Is danger 
frightful to an Irishman who speaks for his own liberty? 

b. Horrible to contemplate, shocking, dreadful, 
revolting. Often hyperbolically applied to bad or 
annoying things ; cf. awful, fearful, terrible, etc. 

* A cant word among women for anything unpleasing ’(J.). 

rjoo S. L. tr. “vyke’s Voy. E. Ind. 295 Sea-Devils or 
Sand-Creepers are 5 or 6 yards long, with a frightful Head. 
1733 Pore Ef. to Cobham 250 One would not, sure, be 
frightful when one’s dead. 1752 Hume Ess. § Treat. (1777) 
I. 199, I need not recount the frightful effects of jealousy. 
1756 Nucenr Gr. Tour, Germany Il. 301 A high tower, 
from whence he sounds a frightful horn. 1827 MacauLay 
Macchiav. Ess. (1850) 33 The annals of France and England 
present us only with a frightful spectacle of poverty, bar- 

arity and ignorance. 1879 Froupe Cesar xii, 162 The 
Clodius business had been a frightful scandal. 

+3. quasi-sb. (p/.) =frightful adjuncts or acces- 
sories, 

1727 Dr For Secrets Invis. World (1735) xiii. 329 If he 
[the Devil] will come in all his Formalities and Frightfuls, 
he would not be capable of half so many Cozenings and 
Cheatings as he now puts upon us, 


Frightfully (froitfuli), adv. [f Frienrrun + 
-LY*,] Ina frightful manner ; to a frightful degree. 

tL. sedjectévely.. In a manner indicating fright ; 
timidly. Ods. 

x62x Lavy M. Wrorn Uvania 237 She, as if her enemy 
had been at hand, amazedly and frightfully answered [etc.]. 
1653 H. More Antid, A¢h. u. xii. (1712) 82 To run away 
from a snail, and very ruefully and frightfully to look back. 
1674 Brevint Saul at Endor 55 [He] cryed out frightfully, 
Who art thou? f 

2. objectively. +a. qualifying a vb.: Like a 
‘fright’; hideously. Ods. 

1729 Swirt Lady's Frnl. 48 Then to her glass; and, ‘ Betty, 

ray Don’t I look frightfully to-day?’ 1752 Jounson Rambler 

0. 193. P 8 The Beauty remarks how frightfully she looks. 

b. Toa frightful extent or degree. Often hyper- 
bolically as a mere intensive with adjs. of unfayour- 
able connotation. Cf. FRIGHTFUL 2, _ 

1817 J. Scorr Paris Revis. (ed. 4) 350 Their reverses 
made one feel the place frightfully unsafe. 1828 Lapy 
Granvitte Lett. 22 Nov. (1894) II. 36 His thirst for know- 
ledge is frightfully minute. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. 
IV. 252 His cheeks..grew frightfully livid. /d¢d. 275 His 
features were frightfully harsh. 1870 Dickens 2. Dyood ii, 
You look frightfully ill. 1880 Mrs. Forrester Xoy & V. 
I. 65 We English are frightfully wanting in tact. 


Frightfulness (froitfulnés). [f as prec. + 
-nuss.] The quality or state of being frightful. 
+a. The state of being filled with fright (ods.). 
b. The quality of causing fright ; hideousness. 


1621 Lapy M. Wrotu Urania 4ox Her face sad and per- 
plexed, shewing frightfulnesse so perfectly. 1633 Be, Hati 


FRIGHTLESS. 


Hard Texts 453 Express a frightfulness and an amazed 
suspicion of the approach of an enemy. 1684 tr. Bonet’s 
Merc. Contpit. 1x. 333 Is Wormwood good for frightfulness ? 
1713 Netson Dr, Bull Introd. (1840) 7 All this serveth chiefly 
to cover the frightfulness of mortality. 

Frightless (fraitlés),a. [f ! RIGHT sd. + -Luss.] 
Free from fright, without fear. 

1606 Marston Sophonisba w. i, 1 speake all frightles. 

+ Fri-ghtly, adv. Obs. [f. *fright, contracted 
pa. pple. of Fricut v. + -ty*. Cf. FRIGHTILY 
under Fricuty.] In a frighted manner. 

c 1250 Gen. § Ex. 3870 Ic wene fri3tlike Sat he do. ¢ 1460 
Towneley Myst.(Surtees) 152, I was castyn in care so frightly 
afrayd, 

Frightment (fraitmént). rave. [f. Friant v. 
+ -MENT.] a. The state of being ina fright, b. 


Something that causes fright. 

1607 Dekker Westw. Hoe Wks. 1873 II. 338 All these 
frightments are but idle dreames. 1647 W. Browne tr. Polex- 
ander 1. u. 62 Bellerophon came on for all the turbulency 
and furious frightments of his horse. 1649 Drumm. or Hawru. 
Poems Wks. ae 46 Sighs, plaints, horrors, frightments, 
.. Invest these mountains. 1831 J. Witson Unimore vi. 259 
Remorse there sends her frightments, Conscience hers. 


+ Frightness. Os. [f.*/right (see FrigHTLY) 
+-NeEsS.] The state of being in a fright, panic. 

cx1425 Eng. Cong. rel, (E. E. T. S.) 16 Whan the host was 
in so gret frightnes. 

Frightsome (frai‘ts?m), a. [f. Fricut 5d. + 
-SoME.] a. Causing fright; frightful. b. Feeling 
fright, full of fear. 

¢ 1817 Hoce Tales § Sk. 1. 94 How lonely and frightsome 
—to be left by herself. 1827 CartyLe German Romance I. 
306 Edwald and Froda had their own almost frightsome 
thoughts on the matter. 

+FErighty, ¢. In 3 frizti. [f. Fricnr sd. + 
-y!.] a. Causing fright, formidable. b. Suffer- 
ing from fright; fearful. Hence + Fri:ghtihead, 
fearfulness; Fri'ghtily adv. 

c1zs0 Gen. §& Ex. 984 Of him kumen folc frizti. bid. 
1617 Iacob abraid, & seide friztilike. /déd. 2222 Al he it 
listnede in friztihed. 7d. 2849 Sephora..gret, and wente 
frizti a-gen. : 

Prigid (fridzid),a@. [ad. L. frigtd-us, f. frigere 
to be cold, f. frigus cold.] 

1. Intensely cold, devoid of heat or warmth, of 
a very low temperature. 

1639 Cuapman & Suirtey BalZ ww. ii, Your eye Will make 
the frigid region temperate, Should you but smile upon’t. 
1665 GLANVILL Scepsis Sci. vil. 35 If..in a Winter-night, we 
expose the liquor to the frigid air. 1800 Med. Frnl. 1V. 4 
Frigid applications, would .. have induced a spontaneous 
separation. 1820 Scorrssy Acc. Arctic Reg. 1.340 In these 
frigid regions, the scurvy becomes a very alarming disease. 
Ibid. 362 Frigid winds (or winds blowing over an extensive 
surface of ice). 1849 Loner. Christmas Carol vy, Nuns in 
frigid cells At this holy tide. 1878 M. A. Brown Wadeschda 
47 Like snow on the mountains, So white but yet so frigid. 

b. Frigid zone: each of the two regions of the 
globe which lie within the north and south polar 
circles respectively. 

{1597 Hartwe tt Pigafetta's Congo Title-page, The two 
Zones, Torrida & Frigida.) 1622 Massincer & DEKKER 
Virg. Mart.v.i, Vil. .hang thee Ina contorted chain oficicles 
In the frigid zone. 1764 Gotpsm. Tvav. 65 The shudd’ring 
tenant of the frigid zone, Boldly proclaims that happiest spot 
hisown. 1860 Maury PAys. Geog. Sea i. 15 It conveys heat 
away from the torrid zone and ice from the frigid. 

+ 2. cransf. Wanting in sexual vigour; impo- 
tent. Ods. 

1660 R. Coxe Power § Sudy. 78 If either party were pre- 
contracted, or frigid; these necessarily preceding the 
matrimony do dissolve the bond. axzoo B, E. Dict. Cant. 
Crew, Frigid, a weak disabled Husband, cold, impotent. 
1732 Swirt Beasts’ Confession Wks. 1755 IV. 1.268 He was 
not much inclin’d To fondness for the female kind .. Not 
from his frigid constitution, But through a pious resolution. 

3. Jig. Destitute of ardour or warmth of feeling, 
lacking enthusiasm or zeal; cold, indifferent, 
apathetic; formal, stiff. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Hydriot. v.27 To be content that times 
to come should onely know there was such a man, not 
caring whether they knew more of him, was a frigid ambi- 
tion in Cardan. @ 1661 Futter Worthies (1840) III. 363 
His faint and frigid expressions thereof manifested his 
mind rather to betray than defend it. 1750 Jounson Rame- 
bler No, 18 P 3 The most frigid and inexorable judge. 1751 
Ibid. No. 149 ® 5 Our reception was rather frigid than 
malignant. 1807-8 W. Irvine Saldmag. (1824) 353 Charms 
that might warm even the frigid heart of a dervise. 1862 
MerivaLe Rom, Emp. (1865) IV. xxxviii. 321 The nobles .. 
let matters take their course with frigid indifference. 1880 
T. Harpy Trumpet Major III. 224 Anne went home with 
her, bidding Loveday a frigid adieu. 

absol. 1762 Foote Orators 1. Wks. 1799 I. 219 You will 
have at one view, the choleric .. the frigid, the frothy. .and 
the clamorous. 

b. Said of things: Chilling, depressing. 

1844 At. Smirn Adv. Mr. Ledbury vi. (1886) 18 The 
frigid respectability and dilapidated grandeur of the Fau- 
bourg St. Germain. 1888 I. Hume Mad. Midas 1. iv, 
Placed, not amid the frigid splendours of the drawing room, 
but..in his own particular den. 

c. That leaves the imagination cold; that does 
not stir the fancy; lacking fire or spirit; dull, flat, 
insipid. ‘+ Formerly also (as L. frigidus), of a 
reason, argument, etc.; Lacking force or point, 
senseless, absurd. 

1643 Mitton Divorce ix, (1851) 46 The pretended reason 
of it lis] as frigid as frigidity it self. 1699 BentLey Phalaris 
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112 Was ever any thing so forced, so frigid, so unworthy of 
refutation? 1713 Parnett Styles Poetry 65 Bleak level 
Realm, where Frigid Styles abound, Where never yet a daring 
thought was found. 1729 Swirr Ox burning a dull Poem 
Misc. 1735 V. 48 Methought..No Vessel but an Ass’s Head 
Such frigid Fustian could contain. 1839 H. Rocers Zss, II. 
iii. 138 The one shall impart the most frigid, and the other 
the most vivid conception of the meaning. 1855 MacauLay 
Hist. Eng. \V. 273 He .. gave vent to his feelings in a 
hundred and sixty lines of frigid bombast. 

Hence Fri‘gidly adv., Fri'gidness. 

1647 Trapp Comm. Mark i. 22 And not as the Scribes. 
Frigidly and jejunely. 1697 Bates Harmony Div. Attrib. 
xvil. 322 If in the Platonical Philosophy there are some 
things directing to it, yet they are but frigidly exprest. 
1727 Battey vol. II, /7igiduess, coldness. 1777 Nat. His/. 
in Ann. Reg. 89/1 Lands doomed by nature to perpetual 
frigidness. 1844 Hoop Bridge of Sighs xv, Ere her limbs 
frigidly Stiffen too rigidly. 1883 BLacx Shandon Bells xxvi, 
‘What I have is quite enough’, said the .. lady, somewhat 
frigidly, 

+Frigidal, a. Obs. rave—'. 
-AL.] =F RIGID. 

1651 Biccs New Disp. P 171 Of a frigidal temper. 

|| Frigidarium (fridgidéorijm). [L., f. fri 
gid-us cold.}| The cooling-room in a Roman bath. 

1706 in Puitwips (ed. Kersey). 1832 Get Pompezana I. 
vi. 95 Here was certainly the frigidarium. 1840 Hoop Up 
Rhine 244 Grown men and women were wading up to their 
chins in a sort of Frigidarium. 

b. ¢ransf. A room kept at a low temperature. 

1892 Q. Rev. Apr. 400 The chief rooms with all their 
ample fire-places were but miserable frigidaria. 1892 PalZ 
Mall G. 14 Apr. 2/2 Room. .for fourteen in the frigidarium 
[of the Morgue]. 


+ Frigidate, v. Obs. vare—1. [f. ppl. stem 
of L. frigid-are, f. frigid-us FRIGID: see -ATE 3.] 
trans. To make frigid. (Cf. zxfrigidate.) 


1691 New Discov. Old Intreague xxxi, Who Frigidated by 
Distemper’d Hams, His Fiery Zeal for Slavery proclaims. 

+ Prigidative, a. Obs. rare—*.  [f. L. frigi- 
dare: see prec. and -ATIVE.] Cooling. 

1659 Macatio Can, Physick 87 The frigidative or cooling 
remedy. 

+ Frigi‘dious, 2. Obs. vare—. [irreg. f. FRIGID 
+-(1)0US.] Frigid, intensely cold. 

1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Anagrams & Sonn. Wks. u. 
257/r Frigidious Janus twofold frozen face, Turnes moyst 


Aquarius into congeal’d yce. 

Frigidite (fridzidsit). Wi. [f. Hrigid-o the 
place where found+-1rE.] (See quot.) 

1887 Dana Man. Min. § Lith. 150 Frigidite is a nickeli- 
ferous variety [of Tetrahedrite] from the Apuan Alps. 

Frigidity (fridzi-diti). [a. F. frigidité, ad. L. 

Srigiditat-em, {. frigidus : see FRIGID and -1TY.] 

1. The state or condition of being frigid ; intense 
coldness. 

c1420 Pallad. on Hush. w. 124 And in frigiditie [L. 
locis frigidis| Of seed and bayes make the semynary. 
1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Fight at Sea Wks. ul. 37 
Neither the parching heat of Lybia..or the benumming 
frigiditie of Groenland. 1659 D. PELL J7zpr. Sea 274 There 
is such an intolerable frigidity in some parts under the 
Poles, as that they cannot bee discovered. 1795 Gent. 
Mag. 539/2 1t had seemed probable that the intense frigidity 
of the winter would have destroyed the animalcule. 

b. In old Physiology: The quality of being 
frigid or producing frigidness ; =CoLDNESS 1 b. 

1574 Newton Health Mag. 44 The great frigiditie and 
coldnesse of it [Purselayne]. .maye be tempered and qualefied 
with Minte. 1610 Hratry St, Aug. Citie of God 438 Our 
Astronomicall divines say that Saturns frigidity proceedeth 
from these waters. 1634 T. JoHnson Parey’s Chirurg. 
XXVI. Vil. (1678) 633 If to the same frigidity remaining in 
Fruits, a certain humidity accrew. 1750 tr. Leonardus’ 
Mirr. Stones 100 As it is of an exceeding cold nature, it 
does, with its frigidity, convert the air..into water. 

e. Lack of natural heat or warmth (of the body). 

1631 GouGE God's Arrows 11.1. 131 Before David died, 
such frigidity fell upon him, as with cloathes they could not 
keepe him warme. 1665 GLANVILL Scepsis Sci. xiv. 82 The 
frigidity of decrepit Age is as much its enemy. 

2. tvansf. Want of generative heat ; impotence. 

1586 Frerne Blaz. Gentrie u. 58 Hist. wife..was deuorced 
from him for cause of frigiditye. ¢1645 Howe. Lett. 
(2650) I. 4 His articulate lady, called so, for articling against 
the frigidity and impotence of her former Lord. 1645 Mit- 
Ton Colast. Wks. 1738 1.299 Why are we suffered to divorce 
Adulteries, Desertions, or Frigidities? 1658 RowLanp 
Moufet’s Theat, Ins. 992 Forasmuch as Eunuchs .. make 
most noise and greater than young persons that are more 
hot, therefore frigidity cannot be the cause. 

3. jig. Want of warmth of feeling or enthusiasm ; 
apathy, coldness, indifference. 

a@ 1631 Donne in Sedect. (1840) 220 This heat may ouercome 
my former frigidity and coldness. 177r Jounson Lett. to 
Mrs. Thrale 20 July, I dare neither write with frigidity nor 
with fire. 1841 Myers Cath. Th. 1. xlv. 173 There is need 
that the frigidity of the Scholar be exchanged for the genial 
nature of the dweller in the open sunshine of heaven. 1860 
Hotianp Miss Gilbert xvii. 318 ‘She is not, sir’, replied 
Fanny with excessive frigidity. 1870 Emerson Soc. & Sodit., 
Success Wks. (Bohn) III, 128, I seek one who shall make me 
forget or overcome the frigidities..into which I fall. 

b. Lack of imagination; deficiency in fire or 
spirit ; flatness, insipidity ; also quasi-concr. 

1642 Mitton AZol. Smect. vi. 33 Having begun loftily. .he 
falls downe to that wretched poorenesse and frigidity as to 
talke of Bridge street in heav’n. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. 
Ep. 1. ix. 37 Driving at these as at the highest elegancies, 
which are but the frigidities of wit. 1763 Forpycr in Four 
C, Eng. Lett, 286 The polite frigidity of the French drama, 


[f£ Fricrp + 





FRIKE. 


1846 Hawruorne Mosses 1. i, 17 The frigidity of modern 
productions was characteristic. 

Frigidize (frisdzidoiz), v. vave—!._ [f. Fricip 
a.+-14h.] trans. To depress (a person) by frigi- 
dity of manner; to make frigid. 

1868 D. Rice Gowers of Glename I, 105 Lady Gower .. 
tried at first to frown her down and frigidize her. 

+ Frigiferous, a. Os. vare—*. In 7 frigi- 
verous. [badly f. L. frig-us cold + -(1)FERouSs.] 
Bearing or bringing cold; cold. 

1664 Evetyn Sy/va (1776) 26 Not exposed to Sulphurous 
exhalations or Frigiverous winds. : 

+ Fri-gitate, v. Obs. rare—'. [irregularly f. 
L. frigus cold.] intr. To freeze. 

1635 Voy. Foxe & James to N. West (Hakluyt Soc.) 427 
The sea doth keepe it selfe from frigitating. 

+Frigor. Ods. rave. [a. L.frigor, noun of state 
from frigére to be cold.] Extreme coldness. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer's Bk. Phys. 183/1 Ther will 
approach on him a vehement frigor, or coulde. 1603 OwEN 
Pembrokesh. (189) 121 Vo avoyde the frigor of the frozen seas. 

Frigoric (frigg'tik), sd. anda. [f.L. frigor-, fri- 
gus cold+-10. Cf.F. frigorique sb. (Littré Suppi.).] 

+ A. sb. An imagined ‘imponderable’” substance 


supposed to be the cause of cold. Cf. CALorIc. 

1812 Monthly Mag. XXX1V. 297 If..water has decreased 
in temperature, and dilated by the presence of frigoric, why 
should frigoric. .produce a contrary effect [in mercury]? 

B. adj. ‘Pertaining to or consisting in the appli- 
cation of cold’ (Cent. Dict.). rare. 

1887 Sc7. Amer. N.S. LVI. 178 The conditions under which 
the frigoric service was to be introduced into the morgue. — 

Frigorific (frigorifik), a. Physics. [a. F. fri- 
gorifique, ad. L. frigorific-us cooling: see prec. 
and -Fic.] Producing cold, freezing ; cooling. 

1667 Boye in Phil. Trans. I1. 608 A strongly frigorifick 
mixture of Ice and Salt. 16853 — Effects of Mot. iv. 41 The 
Atomists ascribe the freezing of water to the ingress of mul- 
titudes of frigorifick corpuscles. 1789 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 
195/t Quicksilver was again completely frozen. .in a frigorific 
mixture. 1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic Reg. I. 364 Data for 
determining the frigorific effect of the ice on the tempera- 
ture of the Pole. 1863 TynpaLt Hea? x. 277 Rumford main- 
ie with great tenacity the existence of ‘ frigorific rays’. 

. fig. 

1751 Jounson Rambler No. 159 P7 Knowledge and virtue 
remain too long congealed by this frigorifick power. 1810 
SHELLEY Zastrozzi xiv, A frigorific torpidity of despair 
chilled every sense. 1867 BusHNnett Mor. Uses Dark Th. 
195 Their moral nature wants the true frigorific tension of 
a well-wintered life and experience. 

+ Frigori‘fical, z. Ols—° [see -au.] =prec. 

1656 in BLounr Glossogr. 1724 in BAmey. 

Frigorify (frigg'rifoi), v.  [f. L. frigor-, frigus 
cold + -(1)F¥.] ¢rans. To cool or make cool. 
Hence Frigo‘rifying A//. a. 

1851 CARPENTER Jan. Phys. (ed. 2) 74 Cold-blooded 
animals..are provided with a frigorifying rather than with 
a calorifying apparatus. pl : 

+ Fri-got. Obs. rare—'. [? arbitrarily f, Fria, 
after dzgot, etc.] A person of frigid temperament. 

1683 Kennett tr. Zvas. on Folly 26 It is much better 
patiently to be such a hen-peckt frigot than always to be 
wrack’d and tortured with. .suspicion and jealousie. 

Frijoles (in Sp. frz*yoles), sb. pl. Also 6 fri- 
soles, frysoles, 7 frixoles, frizoles, 9 fricollis. 
A kind of kidney-bean grown and much used in 
Mexico. Cf. FASELS, 

1577 Frampton Joyful News 66b, I doe sende you.. 
certaine Frisoles, that you maie commaunde to bee sowen 
in the beginning of Marche. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 
(1614) 803 Three boyes sate by eating tosted Mais, with 
sodden Frizoles ina little pan. 1648 GAGE West Jnd. xv. 
99 A dish of Frixoles.. being black and dry Turkey or 

rench beanes boyled with a little biting Chille, 1832 Veg. 
Subst. Food 222 The small black beans called /r7coddis, which 
are in general demand all over Mexico, are no doubt akind 
of kidney-bean. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast xiv. 35 Living 
upon beef, hard bread, and frijoles, (a peculiar kind of bean, 
very abundant in California). 1854 J. L. SrepHens Centr. 
Amer, 27 He .. set before us chocolate and what he called 
the national dish, frijoles, or black beans fried. 

+ Frike, a. Obs. [a. OF. /rique (13th c.), re- 
garded by some scholars as the earlier form of 
JSrisque (see FRISK a.); it is perh. a, Teut. */reko- 
Freck a. In ME. the adjs. frike and freck seem 
to have been somewhat confused.] 


1. Lusty, strong, vigorous. 

13.. Fest. Church in Holy Rood 221 The egle is frikest 
fowle in flye. ¢ 1400 Destr. Troy 2204 My floures bene fallen, 
&myfrikeage. c 1400 Sowdone Bab.104 Barons, Admyralls, 
and Dukes frike. ¢ 1430 Lypc. Min. Poems (Percy) 230 When 
thou art fryke and in thy flowres, Thou werest purpure, 
perreye, ore palle. c1440 Promp, Parv.179/t Fryke, or 
craske, or yn grete helthe, cvassus. c 1475 Paptenay 2803 
The body welle made, frike in ioly plite. 

2. Joyful. 

1430 Hymns Virg. (1867) 23 Loue is hetter ban be cole 
To hem pat of it is fayn & frike [vie lijke]. 

Hence + Fri‘ckly adv., + Fri'keness. 

c 1400 Desty. Troy 6120 Lest pi friknes so furse. . Brynge pe 
to bale. Zéid. 9880 All ffrickly his fos fled at the last. c1440 
Promp. Parv. 179/t Frykenesse, crassitudo. 

+Frike, v. Ods. rare. [OE, frictan (only 
once).] zztr. To dance, move briskly. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. xi. 17 We sungun eow & ze ne 
fricudun [¢ 1175 Hatton Gos. fricodon]. ¢ 1200 Trin, Coll. 
Hom. 211. Al hit is idel pat me at ple3e bihalt .. pih and 
shonkes and fet oppied...armes and hondes frikied. 


FRILAL. 


‘4+ Prilal. 02s.) [?f. Fri sd. after the ana- 
logy of Fantan.] A border of ornamental ribbon. 

1690 Evetyn Mundus Mudliebris 6 Frilal next upper Pinner 
set, Round which it does our Ladies please To spread the 
Hood call’d Rayonnés, 1846 in Farruoitr Gloss. 


Frill (fril), sd. [This and the related Frm v.1 
are of uncertain origin. The common view is that 
FRILL v3, to shiver, gave rise to a sb. (see FRILL 
sb.3) meaning ‘the ruffling of a hawk’s feathers 
when shivering’, and that the word as applied to 
an article of costume is a transferred use of this, 
But this hypothesis finds no support in the rare 
early instances of the words; and there is no proof 
that the sb. ever had the alleged sense. Sense 2 of 
the vb. suggests that it may be a metathetic form 
of Furi; but this is app. peculiar to Knolles, and 
should perh. be regarded as an unconnected word. 
The sb. as used by butchers (sense 3 below) is 
commonly regarded as a transferred sense from the 
‘frill’ of a shirt; but the analogy of CurrrmrLina 
and of F. /razse (mesentery of a calf, 14th c.; ruff, 
frill, 16th c.) suggests the possibility that the 
butchers’ sense may be the original (though not re- 
corded until quite recently). Godef. has one quot. 
for an OF. pple. /reolé (v.r. fretolezt) =‘ frilled’ 
(said of a shirt) ; and it is noteworthy that in the 
17th c. the F. equivalent of Furu v. (cf. Fri 
v.1 2) was fresler, which seems to belong to OF. 
Sreseler to frill, adorn, £. frese, -ele, dim. of fraise 
ruff; but it is not easy to see how Eng. /rz// can 
be connected with these words.] 

1. An ornamental edging made of a strip of any 
woven material, of which one edge is gathered and 
the other left loose so as to give it a wavy or fluted 
appearance. TZody-frz/l, such as appears on the 


figure of Toby in the frontispiece of Punch. 

(The sense in the first quot.is doubtful; ‘ dorvowed frills? 
suggests rather false curls or the like than what is defined 
above; cf. Fritt v.! 2.) 

15gt R. Turnsutr Los. Fas, 95 b, Their flaunting ruffes 
. their borowed frilles, and such like vanities, 1801 Mason 


Suppl. to Fohnson, Krill, an edging of fine linen on the | 


bosom of a shirt, 1812 J. Norr Dekkers Gulls Horne-bk. 
go note, What we now call the frill or chitterling of the 
shirt. 184x Lyrron WV¢. § Morn. u. ili, What have you 
been at? You have torn your frill into tatters. 1882 
Miss Brappon Jt, Royal I. x. 210 Mopsy and Dopsy, 
their long limbs sheathed in sea-green velveteen, Toby-frills 
round their necks. — : 

b. ¢ransf. A similar article of cut paper or net 
put round the knuckle of a ham, ete. when brought 
to table. 

1866 Gro. Eviot 7. Holt (1868) 33 His eyes fixed ab- 
stractedly on the frill of a ham before him. 

e. Anything resembling such an edging; e.g. a 
fringe of feathers round the neck of a bird ; a pro- 
cess like this on an invertebrate animal, a ring on 
a fungus, a tuft on the neck of a dog, etc. 

1878 Brett Gegenbaur’s Comp. Anat. 122 They consist of 
4 or 8 frills, curved in a semilunar form. 1883 G. SraBLrs 
Our Friend the Dog vii. 60 Frill—The mass of feather ona 
long-coated dog's chest. , 

. fig. (U.S. collog.) An affectation of dress or 
manners, an air. Usually 7/7. 

1889 Century Dict. s.v., He puts on too many frills, 

2. A kind of scallop-shell. See Freet. 

1803 Monrtacu in Gosse Vear at Shore (1865) 28 note, 
[This Pecten] is known by the name of Frills or Queens. 
1865 GossE zdid., The term ‘frill’ obviously refers to the 
form of the shell. 

3. Used by butchers for: The mesentery of an 
animal, 

1879 Miss Jackson Shropsh. Word-bk., Frill, a piece of 
fleshy fat surrounding the entrails of a pig; it has the ap- 
pearance of being puckered-like a frill, whence its name. 
1884 Chesh. Gloss., Frill, the puckered edge of the fat which 
is stripped from the entrails of a pig. 

4, Photography. [From the vb.] The irregular 
rising of a gelatine film at the edges of a plate, so 
as to present the semblance of a frill. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as frill-like adj.; frill- 
back (see quot.) ; frill-lizard, an Australian lizard 
of the genus Chlamydosaurus whose neck is en- 
circled by a broad membrane, erectile at pleasure. 

1765 Treatise Dom, Pigeons 144 The Frill-back..what is 
remarkable in them is the turn of their feathers, which appear 
as if every one distinctly had been raised at the extremity 
with a small round-pointed instrument, in such a manner as 
to form a small cavity in each of them. 1895 Westm. Gaz. 
17 Aug. 3/3 The extraordinary frill-like appendage which 
encircles its neck, , 

Hence Frilless a. [-Less], having no frill; 
Frilly a. [-y 1], furnished with a frill. 

1843 Hoop Zo Henrietta ii, With..a pair of frilly 
trousers, like a little bantam cock, 1883 D. WinGate Lost 
Laird xvi, Over her grey hair she wore a frillless ‘ mutch’, 
1896 Punch 21 Mar. 133/3 Blossoms flounced and frilly. 

+ Frill, 52.2 Obs. (See quot.) 

1611 Corcr., JZaie, the greatest kind of sea-Crab, round, 
long-legd, and verie rough-shelled ; some call her, a Frill. 

Frill, sd.2 rave—°. [f. Fru v.38; but the word 
seems to be an etymologizing figment: see note on 
Fritt sd.!]_ (See quot.) 
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1846 Worcester, /’777/..the ruffling of a hawk's feathers 
when frilling with cold. 

Frill (fril), v1 [See Frinn sd.1] 

lL. vans. To furnish or decorate with a frill. (In 
the first quot. the meaning may be ‘to curl the 
hair’; cf. sense 2 and Frity 5d.! 1, quot. 1591.) 

1574 HeLtowes Gueuara's Fam. Ep. 296 The goode townse- 
like craftsman, needes no daughter in lawe that can fril and 
paint her selfe [gue sepfan affeytar]. 1766 SMottetT 7yav. 
I. vii. 1o5 When I see one of those fine creatures, sailing 
along, in her taudry robes of silk and gauze, frilled, and 
flounced, and furbelowed. 1831 Sir F. B. Heap Bubbles of 
Brunnen 114 Next came a row of women in caps, frilled 
and bedizened. 1866 Gro. Exior /. Hod¢ (1868) 53 A dainty 
work-basket frilled with blue satin. 

absol, 1766 Gorpsm. Vic. W. xi, They can pink, point, 
and frill, and know something of music. 

b. To serve as a frill for. 

1887 Fenn Master of Ceremonies iii, The great mob of lace 
that frilled her night-cap. 

+2. To furl up; to twist back. Obs. rare. 

1603 KNoties //ist. Turks (1621) 516 His long mustachoes 
on his vpper lip, like bristles, frild back to his neck. .did so 
expresse his martiall disposition .. that [etc.]. Zdzd. 1256 
To depart whither they would, with their ensignes frilled vp. 
Lbid. 1288 Ensignes. .frilled vp. 

3. Photography. a. trans. (causatively.) To raise 
(a film) in flutes like a frill. b. zt. Of the film : 
To rise in flutes like a frill. 

1891 Azthony'’s Photogr. Bull. 1V.57 The drops of per- 
spiration would sometimes splash on a plate, you know, and 
sort of frill the film. 

+ Frill, v.2 Obs. rare. 
Of the eagle: To scream, 

1677 Wittir Gout Raptures \viii. (1681) 103 The Goat did 
blare, squeak did the Hare, And there the Eagle frilled. 
1688 R, HotmEe Armoury 1. 310/2 The Eagle Frilleth, or 
Scriketh, 

Hence Frill sé., the cry of an eagle. 

1847 in HaLuIweE Lt, 

+ Frill, v.85 Ods.-° [ad. OF. fredler.] 

To shiver with cold. 

1671 Skinner Ltymol. Ling. Angl. Ttij, The hawk 
Frilleth, a Fr. G. Yriller, Horrere, Rigere, Tremere. 172% 
Baiey s.v., The Hawk frills. 1755 in Jounson. 1847 in 
Hattiwett. Hence in mod, Dicts. 

Frilled (frild), a7. a. [f. Frivn sd.1 or v.1+ 
-ED | or 2.) Having, wearing, or adorned with a 
frill, or something like a frill. Of a photographic 
plate: Raised in flutes at the edges. /rdlled lizard 
=frill-lizard. “ence Fri‘lledness. 

1825 Lp. Cockpurn Mem. i. (1856) 37 The polite ruffled and 
frilled gentlemen of the olden time. 1827 in Hone Lvery- 
day Bk. 11. 190 A delicate frilled hand. 1863 Woop /dlustr. 
Nat, Hist. U1. 87 The Frilled Lizard is a native of Aus- 
tralia, 1865 Saz¢, Rev. 21 Oct. 513/2 In America the legs of 
tables have been seen by travellers encased in frilled trousers. 
1867 W. B. Tecetmrier Pigeons ix. 82 Some of the flying 
birds seen in this country are frilled very much like an Owl 
or a Turbit. 1889 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. U1. 302 The 
very beggar or fakir in the streets, whose face has more lines 
of humiliation and dejection than a frilled negative. 

Frillery (friléri). [f. Friisd.1+-mry.] An 
arrangement or mass of frills; frills collectively. 

1887 A. Srerry Lazy Minstr, (1892) 85 A wealth of snowy 
frillery and lace. 1889 Daily News 13 July 3/3 Many of 
the frills were silk as well; in one case a thick ruching of 
white silk having been substituted for the more orthodox 
sort of frillery. a 

Frilling (frilin), v7. sd. 
-InG 1] 

1. The action of putting a frill to (a garment) ; 
also concr. frilled edging ; frills collectively. 

1815 E. S. Barrerr Heroine Il. 149 Here was no.. 
seaming, or frilling, or flouncing. 1861 Dickens Gt. Lxfect. 
viii, The frillings and trimmings on her bridal dress looking 
like earthy paper. 1886 J. K. Jerome /dle Thoughts (1889) 
153 [They] mourn with one another over the decadence of 
cambric frilling. 1896 Daily News 7 Mar. 6/3 Accordeon- 
pleated frilling lavished on hats, toques, and capes. 

attrib. 1887 Daily News 7 Novy. 2/5 The ruching and 
frilling department is dull. | : ; 

2. Photography. The rising of a gelatine film in 
flutes along the edge. 

1880 A thenvxum 11 Dec, 782/1 ‘ Frilling’ was prevented by 
the same means, 1890 Asnry 7veat. Photogr. (ed. 6) 136 
‘ Frilling’ of the plate takes place in the hyposulphite of 
soda solution. 

+ Frillock, Obs. rare—1, ? =Fiuocx. 

1647 G. W. Grand Pluto's Progress through Gt. Brit, 15 
Madge my deare and bonny Frillock Set we downe beside 
this hillock. f 

Frim, 2. Obs. exc. dial, Forms: 1 freme, 4 
frym, 6-7 frimm(e, (7 frime, 8 frem), 7— frim. 
[OE. freme:—prehistoric */ramz-, cognate with 
Sram adj., forward, advanced, bold.] 

a. Vigorous, flourishing ; after OF. only in phy- 
sical sense (or fig. of this), luxuriant in growth, 
plump, full-fleshed. b. Abundant in sap, juicy, 
full of moisture; rarely in unfavourable sense. 
Also of sap: Abundant, rich. ce. Easily melting, 


soluble, fusible. 

Beowulf 32 Mod PrySo weez fremu folces cwen. c¢ 1000 
Cedmon's cn 2328 (Gr.) Ic bam magorince mine sylle 
godcunde gife gastes mihtum, freondsped fremum. 13.. 
E. EB. Allit. P. A. 1078, & twelue sypez on 3er pay beren 
ful frym [fruits]. c1420 Liber Cocorum (18623 5 Cast on be 
powder of hare I wot ; Hit is so frym, ren hyt wylle An malt 
as sugur, ir Ble Martine 3 Abbots were fat and friers 
frimme. 1600 Hottanp Livy vi. vil. (1609) 221 Those nations 


[prob. echoic.]  zztr. 


intr. 


[f. Frit v.1 + 





FRINGE. 


that by long peace were most frimme and lustie [ex zzfe- 
gerrimis), 1601 — Pliny I, 348 Many are so frim and free 
of milke, that [etc.]. JZézd. 463 The timber also is more 
frim and soft. 1604 Drayton Owle 5 The frim sap .. From 
the full root, doth swell the plenteous rynde. 1613 — Poly-olb, 
xiii, My frim and lusty flank Her bravery then displays. 1622 
Tbid. xxvii, Her deare daughter Dale, which her frim Cheeke 
doth lay To her cleere mothers Breast. 1657 Austen /y2it 
Trees 1. 136 Seede plants are commonly more frim straight 
and handsome, then wood-stocks. 1669 Wor.LIpGE Sys¢. 
Agric, (1681) 224 If May and June prove wet Months, it 
causes a Frimm and Frothy Grass. 1712 Morton North- 
amptonshire 51 The fremmest .. that is the richest feeding 
land we have. 1736 W. Eris New Exp. Hush. 54 The 
shorter and younger the grass, the frimmer is the Sap. 
1747 Hooson Miner’s Dict. Oj b, Potter's Ore .. is so frim 
and fusible that a great deal of this sort is sold. 1750 W. 
Exuis Mod. Husb. 1V. i. 15: A frim growing time, 1888 
Sheffield Gloss. s.v., This lettuce is very frim. 

Hence Fri:mness. 

c1714 T. Bates in Atheneum No. 1982 (1865) 535/3 The 
frimness of the grass. 1736 W. Exuis New Hap. Hush. 64 
We..sow a Mixture of Clover. .to allay its Frimness. 

|| Frimaire (frem¢'r). [Fr., f. /v2m-as hoar- 
frost.] The third month of the French revolu- 
tionary calendar (from Nov. 21 to Dec. 20). 

1838 Nicotas Chron. Hist. 171 Frimaire (Sleety Month). 

Frim fram, var. of FLIM-FLAM. 

1693 Sc. Presbyt. Llog. (1738) 131 Criticks with their frim 
frams and whytie waities. 

Fringe (frindz), sd. Forms: 4-7 frenge, (5 
freny(e, 6 Sc. frenze, 6-7 fryi(y)ng, frienge), 
(7 frindge),6—fringe. [ME. /renge,a. OF. frenge 
(1316 in Douét d’Arcq Comptes de P Arg. des Rots 
de France 60), also (Walloon) fringe (mod.Fr. 
Srange)=Pr. fremja, fermja:—popular L. *frim- 
bia, metathetic alteration of class. Lat. jimbria 
border, fringe. The change of ME. (e) to mod. 
Eng. (i) before (ndz) is normal: cf. Aznge, singe.] 

1, An ornamental bordering, consisting of a narrow 
band to which are attached threads of silk, cotton, 
etc., either loose or formed into tassels, twists, etc. 
(Occas. spec. that worn by the Hebrews in accord- 
ance with the command in Num. xv. 38.) 

13.. Gaw, § Gr. Kut. 598 A sadel, Pat glemed ful gayly 
with mony golde frenges. 1407 Nottingham Rec. 11. 52 
Pro uno riben frenge de cirico, xvijd. c1540 Pilger. T. 175 
in Thynne’s Animadv. (1865) App. i, With a blak fryng 
hemyd al about. 1602 Marston Ant. § Med, 11. Wks. 1856 
I. 39 The fringe of your sattin peticote isript. ax714 M. 
Henry Exp. Yudges xix. 22 What did it avail them that 
they had..God’s Law in their Fringes, but the Devil in 
their Hearts. 1762-71 H. WaLroie Vertue’s Aneca. Paint. 
(1786) 1V. 70 Another Dutch painter .. faithfully imitating 
the details of lace, embroidery, fringes, and even the threads 
of stockings, 1861 Miss YoncE Stokesley Secret ii. (1862) 42 
Drab alpaca frocks. .not a coloured bow nor handkerchief, 
not a flounce nor fringe, to relieve them. 

b. collect. A manufactured article of this kind 
which may be cut into lengths, 

1327 Wardr. Acc. Edw. IIT 33/2, 14 uln. frenge, serico 
nigro, per uln’, 3¢. 1461-83 Wardr. Acc. Edw, IV 
(Nicolas) 117 For frenge of gold of Venys at vjs. the ounce, 
1466 Paston Lett. No. 549 II. 270 For grey lynen cloth and 
sylk frenge for the hers. 1589 Nottingham Rec. IV. 226 
For fustyan and fringe. .tryminge vpp of the townes pikes. 
1660 Goostrey Churchw. Acc, in Karwaker Sandbach (1890) 
248 Pd. for cloth, silke, thread, and frinje, for a pulpit chussin 
tli. 1708 J, CHAMBERLAYNE SZ. Gt. Brit. 1.111. iii. (1743) 168 
An earl may also have a cloth of State without pendants, 
but only Fringe. 1814 Jane Austen Mans/. Park U1. i. 184 
She had .. made many yards of fringe. 1815 JANE TayLor 
Display xiii, 167 Pray do you sell silk fringe ? 

2. Anything resembling this; a border or edging, 
esp. one that is broken or serrated. 

1649 JER. TayLor Gt, Lxemp. Pref. §11 Little distances 
neere the centre make larger figures, then when they part 
neere the fringes of the circle. 1649 G. Danie. 7vinarch., 
Hen. V, cxc, A Curled Cloud, whose Top With golden 
frindge, Spreads Glorie. @1687 Corron Song, Poems 
(1689) 354 Light .. Beautifies The rayie fringe of her fair 
Eyes. 1711 Appison Sfect. No. 85 p 1 A friend of mine 
--has converted an Essay of a Man of Quality into a kind 
of fringe for his candlesticks. x720 Gay Poewes (1745) II. 
107 Some works come forth at noon and die at night In 
blazing fringes round a tallow light. 1815 Byron Svzege 
Cor. xvi, The fringe of the foam may be seen below. 1852 
Conypeare & H. St. Paul (1862) I. i. 8 Asia Minor..was 
bordered by a fringe of Greek colonies. 1856 Lp. CockBurN 
Mem. i. (1874) 46 [He] detected the dying man peeping 
cautiously through the fringes of his eyelids. 1857 Livinc- 
STONE 7vav, v. 96 A rim or fringe of ancient rocks. 1864 C, 
Crarke Box for Season 1. 95 His whiskers met in what is 
commonly knownas a Newgate fringe. 1866 Gro. Erior F, 
fZolt (1868) 5 The handlooms made a far-reaching straggling 
fringe about the great centres of manufacture. 1871 L. 
Srepuen Player, Hur. iil. (1894) 85 A broad fringe of snow 
ending in a bergschrund. 1890 Botprewoop Co/. Reformer 


. (1891) 221 A grand-looking sheet of fresh water. .a thin fringe 


of timber surrounding its margin. 
b. fig. occas. in sense of an appendage or sequel ; 
also (slang or collog.), irrelevant matter. 

1642 [see Facinc 4 b]. 1651-3 Jer. Taytor Ser. for 
Vear (1678) 357 In..the confines of Grace and the fringes of 
Repentance. @1734 Nortu Lives I, 322 There followed 
the horrid conspiracy, called the Rye plot, and, as fringes 
to these, other minor plots, 1874 H. R. Rreynotps Yohnx 
Baft.i.§ 5. 47 A fringe of Gentile forces and influences had 
surrounded the sacred institutions of Judaism. 1875 Emer- 
son Lett. & Soc, Aims, Greatness Wks. (Bohn) III. 272 
Depth of intellect relieves even the ink of crime with a 
fringe of light. 1886 Police Report, As to what had taken 
place in the park, he (the magistrate) considered it simple 
fringe, and he would not go into that, 


FRINGE. 


ce. A portion of the front hair brushed forward 
and cut short. Cf. BANa. 

1883 Mrs. OxirpHant A Lover & his Lass (ed. 2) III, iv. 
84 Jean was not too old to indulge in. .fringes and curls on 
her forehead. 1884 Besanr Childr. Gibeon 49 The ‘ fringe’ 
was never intended to darken and disfigure the face. 1887 
Daily News 2 May 7/2 Wanted, at once, a young person .. 
who understands house and parlour work..No fringe. 

d. In plants. 

1601 HoLianp Pliny II. 217 The said root is full of strings 
or fringes, 1796 WitHERING Brit. Plants (ed. 2) III. 330 
Splachnum .. fringe with 8 teeth. 1846 J. Baxter Libr. 
Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I, 363 Calyx magnified, showing the 
fringes. 1856 CapERN Poems (ed. 2) 136 Why its [the 
daisy’s] fringe. .Is thrown o’er mosses mellow. 1862 DArwIN 
Fertil. Orchids v. 207 If these fringes are placentae, they 
are more largely developed than in other Orchids. 1879 
Luspock Sez. Lect. i. 17 Small flies .. when they have once 
entered the tube, are imprisoned by the fringe of hairs. 

e. In animals. 

1663 Hooke Microgr. 174 The whole edge of the wing is 
cover'd with a small fringe, consisting of short and more 
slender brisles. 1811 A. T. THomson Lond. Disp. 11. (1818) 
279 A black substance on the fringe or fin [of oysters]. 
1828 Stark Zlem, Nat. Hist, II. 327 Elytra and wings 
.. Without fringes. 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. 
(ed. 4) 107 A delicate contractile arborescent fringe. 1848 
CarrenterR Anim. Phys. 248 In Fishes the gills are com- 
posed of fringes. 

f. Anat. =Fimpria. 

1857 Buttock Cazeaux’ Midwif. 65 One of these fringes 
. attaches itself to the extremity of the ovary. 

g. Optics. One of the coloured spectra produced 
by diffraction: see DIFFRACTION 1. 

1704 NEwTon Of/ics ul. i. (1721) 293 ‘These Shadows have 
three parallel Fringes, Bands or Ranks of colour’d Light 
adjacent tothem. 1831 Brewster Oftics iv. 32 A bright 
light..separated from the faint light by a coloured fringe. 
1837 Gortnc & PritcHarp MZicrogr. 76 When I obtained the 
light of the prism.. obliquely, the coloured fringes instantly 
appeared, 

3. attrib. and Comb., as fringe-maker; fringe- 
making vbl. sb.; fringe-backed, -finned, -hung, 
-lipped adjs. Also fringe-flower = /ringe-tree ; 
fringe-gloves, fringed gloves, gloves ornamented 
with a fringe ; fringe-loom (see quot.) ; fringe- 
moss, a name for various species of moss (see 
quot.) ; fringe-myrtle (see quot.); fringe-pod, 
a name given in California to Thysanocarpus 
laciniatus; fringe-tree, Chionanthus virginica. 

1872 NicHoLson Padzgont, 321 A division of Ganoids called 
. .Crossopterygide, or *fringe-finned. 1882 Joun Smiru Dict. 
Pop. Names Pl, *¥ ringe-F lower (Chionanthus virginica) a 
shrub. .of the Olive family. 1589 Acc.-bk. W. Wrayin Anti- 
guary XXXII.55 A dosse’ *fringe gloves. 1670 Woop Life 
(Oxf. Hist. Soc.) II. 208 A rich pair of fring-gloves. 1827 Hoop 
Hero & Leander \xxvi, Picture one.. Who slowly parts the 
*fringe-hung canopies, 1836 YARRELL Brit. Fishes (1859) 
I. 19 The *Fringe-lipped Lampern. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech.,*Fringe-loom, one in which the weft-thread is carried 
and detained beyond the limit of the warp, which has thus 
a series of loops beyond the selvage. 1679 BEDLoE Popfish 
Plot 11 French-*fring-maker, 1712 STEELE Sfect. No. 478 
P2 Fringe-makers, lace-men. 1713 Lond. Gaz. No. 5086/4 
The Employment .. of *Fringmaking. 1818 WuiITHERING 
Brit, Plants (ed. 6) 111. 1058 Toothed Hoary *Fringe-Moss, 
Bryum hypnoides, 1868 Tripp Brit, Mosses 124 Ptychomi- 
trium polyphyllum, Many-leaved Fringe Moss. 1866 
Treas. Bot., *Fringe-Myrtles, a name given by Lindley to 
the Chamelanciacee. 1775 A. Burnasy 7yvav. 7 The woods 
are beautified with *fringe-trees, flowering poplars, etc. 
1863 S. L. J. Life in South I. vi. 85 The fringe-tree. 

Hence Fringeless a., having no fringe; Fringe- 
let, a small fringe. 

1837 Cooper Recodlect. Europe 11.78 The present cropped 
and fringeless, bewhiskered and laceless generation of 
France. 1868 Trire Brit. Mosses 71 Anodus Donianus .. 
Fringeless Bristle Moss. 1887 Pop. Sci. Monthly XXXI. 
747 Each fringelet is a tube made of firm elastic membrane. 

Fringe ({rindz), v. [f. Frincx 50.] 

1. trans. To furnish, adorn, or encircle with a 
fringe or something resembling a fringe. Chiefly 
in pa. pple. 

1480 Wardr. Acc. Edw, IV (1830) 143 An other sperver.. 
frenged with frenge of silk. 1855 Eben Decades 315 They 
so rychely frynge and byset the same with perles. 1665 
Hooke Microgr. 174 Nor is this edge onely thus fring’d. 
1698 Fryer Acc. £. India & P. 37 Curtains fringed with 
Battlements from one to the other. 1717 Lapy M. W 
Monracu Let. to Lady Rich 1 Apr., They are covered.. 
with..cloth..very often richly embroidered and fringed. 1821 
Crare Vill, Minstr. 11.164 Day's first rays. . Fring’dthe blue 
clouds with gold. 1846 J. Baxter Liby. Pract. Agric. 
(ed. 4) II. 9 The wheat fly itself is very small.. with rounded 
wings, fringed with short hairs. 1850 HawrHorne Scarlet 
L, vii, (1883) 125 A pair of gloves, which she had fringed 
and embroidered to his order, 1870 E, Peacock Ralf 
Skirl, II. 165 A long tract of moorland, fringed with 
villages. 1888 F, Hume Mad. Midas 1. Prol., Fringing the 
wet sands with many coloured wreaths of sea-weed and 
delicate shells, 

Jig. 1613 Purcnas Pilgrimage (1614) 250 When he hath 
set downe some wicked Doctrine, presently to lace and 
fringe it with Precepts of Fasting, Prayer, or Good manners. 
1645 Howe t ZLet?, (1650) II. 1. 20 The transaction .. was 
fringd with such cautelous restraints that he was sure to 
keep the better end of the staff still to himself. 1828 
Sporting Mag. XXII. 233 The old Gentleman's memory 
is fringed with exemplary characteristics, 

2. To serve as a fringe to; to present the appear- 
ance of a fringe upon. 

x794 W. Hurtcuinson Hist. Cumberid. 1, 188 The wood 
that fringes the border of the rivers. 1813 H. & J. Smit 
Key. Addr. 65 Why, beautiful nymph, do you close The 
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curtain that fringes your eye? 1859 W. S. Coteman Wood- 
lands (1866) 84 ‘The Alder loves also to fringe the margins 
of our lakes and pools. 1865 Tytor Zarly Hist. Man. xii. 
342 Close upon the Esquimaux who ‘fringe the northern 
coast. 1873 Tristram Joadé viii. 153 Camels in scattered 
order. .fringed the horizon. 1884 Bower & Scott De Bary’s 
Phaner. 338 A narrow band, fringing the lateral edge of 
the bundle. 

3. To fritter or trifle away. rare. 

1863 G. Extor in Cross Life (1885) II. 367 Such fringing 
away of precious life, in thinking of carpets and tables, is an 
affliction to me. 


Fringed (frindzd), A//.a._ [f. FRINGE sd, or v. 
+ -ED.] Fumished with a fringe; adorned with 


or as with a fringe. 

1498 Wills Doct, Cour. (Camden) 4 Twoo curteyns of whit 
sarcenet fringed. 1552 Church Goods in Dillon Calais & 
Pale (1892) 97 Foure quesshinges, one of reede frynged 
silke. 1610 SHAks, Tez. 1. ii. 408 The fringed Curtaines 
of thine eye aduance. 1654-5 in 12¢h Rep, Hist. MSS. 
Comm. App. vi. (1890) 22, 4s. for a black fringed belt. 1667 
Mitton P. L. tv, 262 The fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd. 
a1775, Hobie Noble in Child Ballads clxxxix, 2/1 He has 
pulld out his fringed grey. 1776 WitHERING Brit. Plants 
(1796) II. 380 Flowers 3 or 4 together, included in a mem- 
branaceous fringed sheath, 1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. 
IL, 369 The margin of their wings is fringed. 1882 Garden 
24 June 437/2 The old and pretty Fringed Pink, 

Fringent (fri‘ndzént), a. rare—!. [? formed to 
correspond with /rzctzon, on the supposed analogy 
of fraction, frangent.| Exercising friction. 

1847 Emerson Poevrs (1857) 104 A shower of meteors. .lit 
by fringent air, Blaze near and far. 

Fringilla‘ceous, a. [f. L. /rémgclla finch + 

-ACEOUS]. Pertaining to the finches (Webster 1864). 
Fringi‘llide [anglicized sing. form of mod.L. 
Sringillide], a bird of the finch family, Frin- 
gilliform a, [-(1)FormM], finch-like (Cez¢. Dzct.). 
Fringilline a. [-INE], of or pertaining to the 
finches. 

1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xiii. (1856) 390 That familiar 
little fringillide, the snowbird. 1874 Cours Birds N. W. 
163 The Lark Bunting is one of the most singularly special- 
ized of all our fringilline forms. 1893 W. H. Hupson /d/e 
Days in Patagonia 1.15 The finest voiced of all the fringil- 
line birds. _ X 

Fringing (frindzin), v7. 5d. [f. Frincr v. + 
-ING1,] The action of the vb. FRINGE; in quots. 
concy.=FRiINGE Ia. Also ¢ransf. 

1598 FLorio, Swzancerie .. any trimming, lacing, fringing, 
or such ornament. 1843 CartyL_e Past §& Pr. u.i, With 
much plumage and fringing. 1864 — Fredk. Gt. IV. 576 
Some fringing of light horse. 1892 E, Reeves Homeward 
Bound 306 Simulated pearls of transparent radiance. .adorn 
it round about with a fringing of copper. 

Fringing, 7//. a. [f. FRincr v. + -1nG 2.] 
That fringes. ringing reef: see quot. 1878. 

1845 Darwin Voy, Vat. xx. (1873) 465 The three great 
classes of coral-reefs, Atolls, Barrier, and Fringing-reefs. 
1878 HuxLry Physiogr. xv. 253 Rocky ridges which fringe 
a shore in the manner just described, are known as fringing- 
reefs, 1888 Bryce Asner. Commu. I. xxiii. 339 The American 
Constitution..with the mass of fringing decisions which ex- 
plain it. 1895 Daily News 26 Aug. 3/2 Its blue sea, and 
fringing islands, ; 

Fringy (frindzi), a. [f. Frincr sd.+-y1] 

1. Of the nature of or resembling a fringe. 

¢ 1750 SHENSTONE Zlegies xxi. 10 My devious path I bend, 
Through fringy woodland, or smooth-shaven lawn. 1822-34 
Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) 1V. 327 The fringy termination of 
the Fallopian Tubes. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp, xxxv. 
(1856) 321 A fimbriated or fringy series of purple cirri. 1880 
‘Mark Twain’ Tramp Abroad I. 75 The gracefullest little 
fringy films of lace. ; ‘ i 

2. Furnished or adored with a fringe or fringes ; 
covered with fringes. 

1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle xiv. (1887) 149 All that 
surrounded their [eyes’] fringy portals was radiant as ‘the 
forehead of the morning sky’. 1852 JZeanderings of Mem. 
I. 206 Fluttering as the mantle’s fringy rim. 1865 CARLYLE 
Frredk, Gt. xvn. v. VII. 48 Green, shaggy or fringy moun- 
tains looking down on it to rearward, 1886 Ruskin Preterita 
I. vi. 203 Any sort of people in conical hats and fringy caps. 

Comb, 1860 Ruskin Mod. Paint. V. 1x. iii. § 2t The dog 
«is one of the little curly, short-nosed, fringy-pawed things, 

Fringy, var. of FERINGHEE. 

+ Frini‘ght. Os. rare. [=ON. frid-nétt; cf. 
OE. frige-zten Thursday evening.] a. The night 
before (Good) Friday. b, The night of (Good) 
Friday. 

«1225 Ancr, R, 122 Efter alle be schendfule pinen pet he 
ae ode longe uriniht, me ledde him amorwen uorte 

ongen 0 waritreo, cx440 Facol's Well (E. E. T. S.) 177 
On good fry3-ny3t..pe chanoun lay be be iewys dowter. On 
pe satyrday [etc.. ar 

|| Fripier (fri-piaz, frépie). Also 9 frippier. [Fr. 
Jripier: see FRIPPER.] A dealer in old clothes. 

1826 Blackw, Mag. XX. 242 Men.. turn their principles 
inside out, as a frippier does a garment. 1847 James 
Marston Hall xxi, The house of the well-known fripier 
Martin, where every sort of dress..was to be procured. 

+ Fri-pler. Os. [transformation of Fr. frz- 
pier: see next.] =FRIPPER. 

1589 NasHe Z/, to Greene's Menaphon (Arb.) 8 Those 
and these are .. bought at the deerest though they smell of 
the friplers lauander halfe a yeere after. 1596 — Saffron 
Walden 72 When hee first began to be a fripler or broker 
in that trade, 

|| Fritpon. Ods. [Fr.] A rogue. 

1 Satyr agst. French 19 (Stanf.) Attended by a young 
Zetit Gargon, Who from his Cradle was an arch Frifon, 














FRIPPERY. 


1724 Ramsay Evergreen (1824) II. 7o (Dunbar's Flyting) 
And help to hang Fripons for half a Frank [original and 
help to hang the pece for half a frank]. ; 

| Fripon(n)erie. vare. Also fripp-. [Fr. 
Jriponnerie, t. fripon (see prec.).] Roguery. 


1708 tr. Petronius Arbiter Key x Associates in all sorts of 


' Friponeries and Debocheries. 1747 WaLroLe Let. H. Mann 


26 June, Lett. 1857 II. 90 The shortest way to prevent any 
JSripponnerie. 1818 R. Peters in ¥. Fay’s Corr. & Publ. 
Papers (1893) IV. 424 Most of the articles went through my 
hands..and a more complete piece of fripponerie never was 


“yErivpper. Obs. [ad. Fr. fripier, £. friper to 


tear to rags, f. OF. frepe, ferpe, felpe rag.) =next. 

1598 FLorio, Barattiere..a trucker, a marter..a fripper. 
1605 Bacon Adv, Learn. u. xvii. § 14. 66 Like a Frippers 
or Brokers Shoppe ; that hath ends of euerie thing, but 
nothing of worth. 1657 Hower. Londinop. 81 Frippers or 
Upholders, that sold Apparel. 1697 View Penal Laws 31 
Goods wrongfully gotten, and sold to Brokers, Frippers or 
Pawn-takers, 

Fripperer (fri:para1). [extended form of prec.: 
see -ER1 3.] A dealer in cast-off clothing. 

1584 WHETSTONE Mzrr. Mag. 33 b, They upon their owne or 
maisters apparell..finde Brokers or fripperers. 1641 Termes 
de la Ley 171, Friperer is one that uses to dresse old 
clothes to sell againe. 1805 W. Taytor in Anz. Rev. III. 
619 To see his fripperer.. reminds him of his meanness. 
1860 All Year Round No. 76.614 Birchover-lane, where the 
fripperers, or sellers of old clothes, dwell. 

Frippery (fri:péri). Forms: 6 freprie, frip- 
perie, (7 thripperie), 7 fripery, 7— frippery. 
[a. or ad. OF. freperie, ferperte, felperie (Fr. fre- 
perie), f. frepe, ferpe, felpe rag.] 

In all senses, more or less collective. 

+1. Old clothes; cast-off garments. Ods. 

1568 Satir. Poems Reform. x\viii. 74 Thot it be awld, 
and twenty tymis sawld, 3it will the freprie mak 3ow fane 
With vlis to renew it and mak it weill hewit. 1606 
Hoiianp Sxeton. 241 Which extendeth also to slaves and 
old wares or thripperie. 1638 Forp Vazczes 1. iii, Some 
frippery to hide nakedness. 1700 Concreve Way of World 
ut, v, I’ll reduce him to frippery and rags. 1790 Burke 
Fr. Rev, Wks. V. 409 An old huge full-bottomed perriwig 
out of the wardrobe of the antiquated frippery of Louis the 
Fourteenth. 1824 W. Irvinc 7. Trav. I. 199 The old 
garments and frippery that fluttered from every window. 

Jig. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. To Rar. (1654) 3 And 
makes a great shew of the frippery and brokage of other 
Authors. 1742 H. Watrote Lett. H. Mann (1834) I. xxv. 
r12 Old Sarah’s Memoirs..are nothing but remnants of old 
women’s frippery. 

2. Finery in dress, esf. tawdry finery ; an example 
of this, an article of fashionable attire. Also, 
transf. tawdry ornamentation in general. 

1637 Sir E, Burke in Dk, of Rutlanad’s MSS. (1888) I. 
498 Such a cuning peti larceny of fripery as amazes us all. 
1681 Crowne Hen. VJ, 1. 10 A little Pinke Laden with toyes 
and fripperies from France. 1773 Gotpsm. She Stoops to Con- 
guer 1, She is as fond of gauze and French frippery as the best 
ofthem, 1833 Hr. Martineau JZanch, Strike i. 16, 1 will.. 
send my wife with a cloak. .to hide the child’s frippery. 1856 
Miss Mutock 3. Halifax x, With no fripperies or fandangos 
of any sort. 1864 Knicut Passages Wrkg. Life I. v. 220 
We obtained one of this class of Churches. .at a preposterous 
cost for Bath stone and corresponding frippery. 

b. Applied to a showily-dressed person. 

1877 Brack Green Past. iv. (1878) 34 The painted fripperies 

you meet at every woman's house in London. 
e. Articles of small value ; trifles. 

1803 JANE Porter Thaddeus xxiv. (1831) 203 Boxes, 
baskets, and other frippery. 1831 TRELAwNy Adv, Younger 
Son II, 24x Modern frippery of combs, razors, brushes [etc.]. 

d. fig. Empty display, esf. in speech or literary 
composition; showy-talk; ostentation. 

1727 Swirt To Yung. Lady Wks. 1755 Il. u. 47 You will 
gather more advantage by listening to them, than from all 
the nonsense and frippery of your own sex. 1764 Gray 
Lett, Wks, 1884 III. 187, I can stay with great patience for 
anything that comes from Voltaire. They tell me it is 
frippery, and blasphemy, and wit. 1871 FREEMAN Hist. 
Ess, Ser. 1. v. 114 Throwing aside all the fopperies and 
fripperies of chivalry. 1877 Mrs. OtipHanr Makers Flor. 
ix. 237 A noble young gentleman amid all his frippery of 
courtier and virtuoso, 

+3. A place where cast-off clothes are sold. Ods. 

1598 FLorio, Recateria, a fripperie or brokers shop. 1610 
Suaks. Temp. 1v. i. 225 Oh, ho, Monster; wee know what 
belongs to a frippery. @ 1635 Corset Poems (1807) 98 For 
learning, th’ Universitie ; And for old clothes, the Frippery. 
[1830 James Darniey xxix. 128/2, I will get the three dresses 
this very night, from a frippery in Poole Street.] 

jig. 1616 B. Jonson Lpigr. 1. lvi, Whose Workes are eene 
the frippery of wit. 1649 OwEn Sevxm. Wks. 1851 VIII. 236 
Ireland was termed by some in civil things a frippery of 
bankrupts. @1680 BuTter Rem. (1759) I. 364 A Frippery 
of common Places of Pulpit Railing, at put together. 

+4. A stand or horse for dresses, etc. ; a ward- 
tobe. Ods. 


a 1616 [see Fuiprery : Dyce prints /rippery]. 1632 Mas- 

SINGER City Madam 1. i, He ews like a walking frippery. 

€1645 Sir R, Verney Jnxv. Claydon in Lady Verney Mem. 

Verney Fam. 1. 6 The little and greate Fripperies, etc. 
+5. Trade or traffic in cast-off clothes. Ods, 

1599 Sanpys Europe Spec. (1632) 131 The Iewes..have 
generally not any other trades than frippery and usury. 1606 
Cuapman Jous, D’Olive 1. i, D’'O2. Now your profession, 
I pray? Jif. Fripperie, my Lord; or as some tearme it, 
Petty Brokery. 

6. Tawdry style; frivolity. rare. 

1802 Map. D'’ArsLay Diary 5 May, His manly air carried, 
off the frippery of his trappings. 1855 CuAmier JZy Travels 
I. xviii. 310 The frippery of fashion might not have caused 
a Roman to strut about with an eye-glass. 


FRIPPERY. 


7. attrib, and Comb. 

c1645 Howe tt Lett. vi. 24 Yet by that base and servile 
way of Frippery trade, they grow rich. 1744 Ess, Acting 
18 Macbeth’s.. Night Gown..ought to be a Red Damask, 
and not the frippery-flowered one of a Foppington. 

Hence Fri-pperied over, pa. pple., showily tricked 
out. 

1858 Miss Mutock Thoughts Women 323 Flimsy, light- 
coloured dresses, fripperied over with trimmings. 

Frippery (fripéri), a [developed from the 
attrib. use of the sb.] ‘Trifling; frivolous ; con- 
temptible ; trumpery. 

@1625 FLercuer Chances u. ii, A frippery cause. 1739 
Gray Lett, Wks. 1884 II. 49 That city .. made so frippery 
an appearance, that instead of spending some days there. . 
we only dined, and went on to Parma. 1768 Foote Devil 
on 2 Sticks 1, In spite of the frippery French Salick laws, 
a woman is a free agent. 1795 Fewzezma 1. 161 His dress. .is 
so frippery. 1844 Blackw. Mag. LV. 200 Neither will they 
be persuaded by the frippery tomes which load the counters. 
1859 JerHson Brittany v. 55 Numbers of frippery and 
vulgar ornaments on the table. 18.. M. Pattison Mew. 
ii. (1885) 89 Betake themselves..to the frippery work of 
attending boards, 

+ Frippish, 2. Obs. rare. 
-IsH.] ‘Tawdry, gaudy. 

1787 Generous Attachment I. 156 Let them erect their 
pompous edifices with all the frippish grandeur of modern 
architecture. 

+ Fri-pple, var. of FRIBBLE sd. 

1610 Hratry St. Ane. Citze of God 355 Do but leave your 
fripples and sticke to the fathers. 

Frisado: see Frizapo. 


+ Friscado. Ods.—} 
FRISco. 

1634 W. Woon New Lng. Prosp. u. xv, Fearefull to 
approach neere the friscadoes of her Iron heeles. 

+ Friscajoly, 2. Obs. [? f. frisca, Frisco + 
Jouty.] Used as a refrain for jovial songs; also 
attrib. 

151g /uterl. 4 Elem, (1848) 17 Synge fryska joly, with 
hey troly loly. @1529 SkeLton Replyc. Wks. 1843 I. 209 
Stoicall studiantes, and friscaioly yonkerkyns. 1538 BaLe 
Thre Lawes 1794 Now shall I be able to .. make frowlyke 
chere, with hey how fryska Jolye. [1580: see Frisk a.] 

+Frisscal. Ods. Also 6-7 friscol, -oil, 7 
friskal, -kle. [f. Frisk sd. or Frisco; perh. on 
the analogy of caracole.| =F RISco. 

c1570 Marr. Wit & Science ww. ii. D ij, These friscoles 
shal not serue your tourne for al your vauntes so braue. 
161r Coryat’s Crudities Panegyr. Verses, His treadings 
were but friscals of a poppet. 1612 SHELTON Quz7-vote I. IV. 
iii. 315 And saying so, he gaue two or three friskles in the 
ayre with very great signes of contentment. 1622 Masse 
tr. Aleman’s Guzman d’ Alf. ut. 175 Their beds .. wherein 
they were like to. .fetch..friscalls in the ayre. 

transf, 1613 WITHER Efithal. Juvenilia (1633) 360 Comets 
and Meteors. .shew their fiery Friscoils in the ayre. 

Friscay, obs. form of Frisky. 

+Fri‘sco. Ots. Also 6 frysca, frischo, 7 
friska, friskoe ; /. -os, -oes, -as. [? Pseudo-It. 
form of FRIsK sd.] 

1. A brisk movement in dancing; a caper. 

r519 /xterl. 4 Elem. (1848) 45 That shall both daunce and 
spryng.. With fryscas and with gambawdesround. 1566 J. 
Parrrince Plasidas B iij, With fetching frischoes here and 
there. 1598 Barckey /edic. Man 1. (1603) 38 Hee fetched at 
the last such a frisco, that he fell downe and brake his neck. 
1608 Armin Nest. Ninn. (1880) 56 Shee longed to heare his 
friscoes morallized, and his gambals set downe. 1634 Forp 
P. Warbeck m. ii, Observe the friska, be enchanted With the 
rare discord of bells, pipes, and tabours. 1675 TEONGE Diary 
(1825) 50 Having taken their frisco, returnd as they cam. 

2. Applied to a person as a term of endearment. 
(Cf. FRISKIN 2.) 

@ 1652 Brome New Acad. 1. Wks. 1873 Il. 3 Where’s my 
Boykin? my Friskoe? my Delight ? 

Frrisco(i)l, var. of Friscat. 

Frise (f17z), sb. [short for CHEVAL DE FRISE.] 
=CHEVAL DE FRISE I. Also ¢ransf. 

1809 CampBELL Gertr. Wyom. i. xxv, Each bold and 
promontory mound With .. armour crown’d, And arrowy 
frize. 1856 Lever JZartins of Cro’ M. 145 A low wall, 
coped with a formidable ‘frize’ of broken bottles. 

|| Frisé (frize), a ([Fr. frisé in similar sense, 
pa. pple. of fraser: see Frinzn, Frizz vds.] (See 


quot. 1884.) 

1884 West. Daily Press 20 June is Frisé materials are 
everywhere, frisé meaning a raised design .. in silk, looking 
as if it had been woven over pins, and the pins withdrawn. 
ae Daily News 24 Oct. 3/1 A raised frisé stripe in black 
silky wool. 

Frise, obs. form of FREEZE, FRIEZE. 

Friseado, var. of Frizapo. 

Frise stone, var. of FREESTONE. 

Frisette (frize't). Also frisett, frizette. [a. 
Fr. frisette, f. fréser to Fr12z.] A band or cluster of 
small curls, usually artificial, worn on the forehead. 

1818 Lavy Morcan 772. Macarthy IV. § vi. 239 The one 
appeared without his stays, and the other without her 
frizette. 1858 O. W. Hotmes Aut. Breakf-t. ii. (1891) 30 
A..middle-aged female, with a parchment forehead anda 
dry little ‘frisette’ shingling it. 1868 Dazly News 10 Aug., 
The sixpenny frisett sold to fill out the sparse locks of the 
servant-of-all-work. : 

|| Friseur (frzzor). Also frizeur. [Fr. /rzsezr, 
f. friser to Frizz.] A hairdresser ; now rare. 

1750 CuesterF. Left. (1774) II. 60 Let your man learn 
of the best /rzseur to do your hair well. 1777 FRANKLIN 

Vou. IV. 
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Lett. Wks. 1889 VI. 69, I wish every lady and gentle- 
man in France would .. dismiss their friseurs, and pay me 
half the money they paid to them. 1816 Sforting Mag. 
XLVII. 306 By mercers, frizeurs, mantua-makers press’d. 
1831 JEKYLL Cory. (1894) 279 The sister, a romp, married a 
sort of friseur, the son of old Viscount Fitzwilliam. 1856 
R. W. Procrer Barber's Shop vii. (1883) 35 He was sur- 
passed by. .a conscientious frizeur of an older school. 

Frisian (frizian), a. and sb. [f. L. visi-7 pl. 
(ad, the native name: OFris. /72se, Frese, MDu. 
Vriese (Du. Vries), OAG. Friaso, Frieso, OE. 
Lrisa, Frésa wk. sb., a Frisian) + -an.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to the people of Fries- 
land. B.séd. a. An inhabitant of Friesland. b. 
The language of Friesland. 

1598 GRENEWEY Tacitus’ Ann. xt. vi. 147 The Frisian 
nation .. rebelled after the ouerthrow of L. Apronius. 1601 
Hotianp Pliny II. 212 The Frisians, neere vnto whom we 
lay incamped, shewed our men this herb. 1875 WHITNEY 
Life Lang. x. 181 English literary monuments go back to 
the seventh century .. and Frisian literature from the four- 
teenth. 1882-3 Scnarr Lucycl. Relig. Kuowl. I. 1472 
The rigorous party was again divided into Vlamingen and 
Frisians. _ 

+ Fri‘sic, a. Olds. In 7-8 -ick. See FRIxEsI0. 
[f. as prec. +-I0.] Of or pertaining to Friesland. 

1677 Hate Prim, Ovig. Man. u. iv. 163 Divers other 
[Languages]. .seem to be much derived from them, namely, 
the Greek .. Frisick, Illyrian [etc.]. 1763 JoHnson Lez. to 
Boswell 8 Dec. in Life, It will be a favour if you can get me 
any books in the Frisick language. 


Frisk (frisk), sd. [f. Frisxk v.] 

+1. A brisk and lively movement in horseman- 
ship or dancing; a caracole or curvet; a caper, a 
jig. Zo fetch a frisk: see Furcu v. 9. Obs. 


1525 Lp. Berners /ozss. IL. Ixxviii. [lxxiv.] 234 Eche of 
them [knyghtes] a good dystaunce fro other made theyr 
tournes and fryskes fresshly. 1563-87 Foxe A. & JZ. (1684) 
III. 145 He leapt, and set a frisk or twain, as men commonly 
do in dauncing. 1896 SPENSER /, Q. Iv. x. 46 Then doe the 
salvage beasts begin to play Their pleasant friskes. 1610 
Row tanps Martin Mark-all 36 Diuers..can now for ioy.. 
fetch friskes about the house. 1640 SHIRLEY Arcadia u11. i, 
The new frisk we danced at Enispe to-day. 1696 AuBREY 
Misc. (1721) 79 When he had done his Message he gave a 
Frisk. 1780 Cowrer Zable T. 237 Give him [the French- 
man] his lass, his fiddle and his frisk. 1842 C. WHITEHEAD 
Richard Savage (1845) 1. vii. 89 He favoured me with a 
‘frisk as I left him at his own door. 

2. transf. and fig. A brisk sportive movement ; 
a frolic; also, a freak, whim, + /7isk of nature = 
Sreak of nature: see FREAK 50. 4. 

1665 Hooke Jicrogr. 186 If they do by a frisk get below 
that superficies, they presently ascend again. a 1677 BARRow 
Serm. Wks. 1716 III. 79 New objects .. excite the spirits 
into a pleasant frisk of motion. 1752 JOHNSON in Boswell 
(1848) 80/1 I'll have a frisk with you. 1801 Foster in Life 
& Corr. (1846) I. 133 The frisks of a company of summer 
flies. 1809 Anw. Reg. 754* There is scarcely a nobleman.. 
who is not possessed of one or more of these frisks of nature. 
1819 Scott Ham. Lett. 17 Apr. (1894) II. xv. 43, I wish you 
would all takea frisk down here this summer. 1825 — $7772. 
22 Dec., Can’t say what made me take a frisk so uncommon 
of late years, as to write verses of free-will. 1852 Dickens 
Bleak Ho,xx, When you and I had a frisk down in Lincoln- 
shire. 1889 H. F. Woop Zuglishman of Rue Cain iv, The 
married frumps come over for a frisk. 

+ Frisk, cz. Ods. Also 6 friske, fryske, frixe. 
[a. OFr. frésqgue, of uncertain origin; by some 
viewed as ad. Teut. */r7sk-, FRESH @.; by others 
as an altered form of frigue: see FRIKEa@.] Full 
of life and spirit ; brisk, lively, frisky. 

1528 Payne Salerne Regim. Hb, Wyne muste be friske 
& sprynkelynge. c1s40 Boorpe The boke for to Lerne 
B ij b, The Est wynde is temperat fryske and fragrant. 1580 
Sipney Arcadia mm. 401 Thou seest how friske and jolly now 
he is. 1597-8 Br. Hatt Sat. vi. i. 294 Fayne would she 
seeme all frixe and frolicke still. 161x Corer. s.v. Asne, 
Asses discharged of their burthens, vnsadled, and set at 
libertie, are the friskest creatures aliue. 

b. Of a horse’s tail: Constantly in motion ; 
jerky. Cf. Fuisk, Fiicky, Fiiccy, FLEercn. 

1694 Lond. Gaz. No. 3017/4 A brown bay Mare witha.. 
frisk Tail. 1705 /did. No. 4148/4 A black Gelding..with a 
long frisk Tail. 

Frisk (frisk), v. Also 6-7 friske, frysk(e, 7 
frisque. [f. prec. adj.] 

1. intr. Of living beings: To move briskly and 
sportively; to dance, frolic, gambol, jig. Also 
with about, away, in and out, off, and to frisk zt. 

1519 Jutert. 4 Elent. (1848) 49 And I can fryske it freshly. 
1583 STANYHURST A xe7s 1, (Arb.) 34 Nymphs a thowsand 
do frisk with Princelye Diana. 1601 R. Jounson Kingda. 
& Commw. (1603) 64 Sholes of fish frisking and playing 
hard under the wals of the citie. 16zr SHaks, Wnt. T. 
I, ii. 67 We were as twyn’d Lambs, that did frisk i’ th’ Sun. 
1664 Power xf. Philos. 1. 2 He [the Flea]. .will frisk and 
curvet so nimbly. 1679 E. Brown Let. to Blythe in 2nd 
Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App.114/2 The gallants are frisquing 
and making merry in Hyde Park. c1704 Prior Stile 14 
Those merry blades, That frisk it under Pindus’ shades. 
1730 I'1etpinc Temple Beau 1. i, For your heart is like a 
coffee-house, where the beaus frisk in and out, one after 
another. 1764 GotpsM. 7vav. 253 The gay grandsire, skilled 
in gestic lore, Has frisked beneath the burden of threescore. 
1785 Burns To Yas. Smith xv, Cold-pausing caution’s 
lessons scorning, We frisk away. 1821 J. W. Croker Diary 
8 June, To-day he has frisked off to Windsor. 189 SmiLEs 
F. Murray il. xxv. 177 He..rejoiced at seeing the children 
frisking about in the happiness of youth, 

transf. and fig. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 9 It will make the 
Water friske and sprinkle up in a fine Dew. @1716 Soutn 














FRISKY. 


Serm. (1717) V. 492 The Proclamation of a Prince never 
frisks it in Tropes. 1779 A. Hamitron Ws. (1886) VII. 586 
Did I mean to show my wit?.. Did I only intend to frisk ? 
1823 Lams Elia, Oxford in Vacation, The enfranchised quill 
.. frisks and curvets .. over the flowery carpet-ground of a 
midnight dissertation. 

2. trans. a. To move (uf, out, about, etc.) in a 
sportive or lively manner. b. Zo frisk away: to 
squander on freaks or caprices. 

?16.. A Cap, etc.(N.), To frisk away much of thy time and 
estate, 1665 Hooke Microgr. 187 It would by frisking out 
of its tail..sink itself below the surface. a@ 1693 UrquHarr 
Rabelais 11. xvii. 140 A pair of Yarn Windles, which she.. 
veered, and frisked about. 1862 R. H. Patterson £ss, 
Hist. §& Art 109 The tail is frisked up into the air in the 
liveliest manner possible. 

+3. To render sprightly, enliven. Ods. 

1802 Fenton Wks. 63, I look’d for sparkling lines, and 
something gay To frisk my fancy with. 

4. slang. a. (See quot. 1812.) b. To hoax. 

1812 J. H. Vaux Flash Dict., Frisk, to search ; to frisk 
a cly is to empty a pocket of its contents; to stand /visk is 
to stand search. 1825 C. M. Wesrmacorr Exg. Spy I. 150 
Has Tom been frisking you already with some of his jokes ? 

Friskal, var. of FRISCAL. 

Frisker (frisko1). Also frysker. [f. Frisk 
vy. + -ER!.] One who or that which frisks. Also 


slang (see the vd. 4 a), a pilferer. 

1347 BoorpEe /utrod. Knowl. (1870) 117 Now I am a 
frysker, all men doth on me looke. 1633 Marmion Fine 
Companion Gij, He tells thee right, my brave Frisker. 
1719 D'Urrey Pills II. 20 Such Fraysters and Friskers as 
these Lads and Lasses. 1842 Browninc Ped Piper, Grave 
old plodders, gay young friskers, 1892 Star 6 Feb. 3/4 
A dangerous gang of ‘till friskers’. 

+ Frissket !. Ods. rave—1. [Meaning and origin 
doubtful: cf. OF. /rzgwet a small lively sparrow.] 

¢ 1602 in Nichols Progr. QO. Eliz. Il. 586 The chatting of 
pyes, and the chirkinge of the friskets. 

Frisket 2 (friskét). Printing. [ad. Fr. fris- 
guette, of unknown origin.] A thin iron frame 
hinged to the tympan, having tapes or paper strips 
stretched across it, for keeping the sheet in position 
while printing. Zo fly the frisket: see Fiy v.2 2. 

1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 11. 55 Which .. serves for the 
Frisket to move truly upon. 1777 HooLe Comenius’ Vis. 
World (ed. 12) 118 The pressman beateth it over with 
printers ink..spreadeth upon it the papers put in the frisket. 
1824 J. Jounson Tyfogr. II. 526 To catch the bottom of 
the sheet when the frisket rises and conveys it quickly and 
gently to the catch. 1884 West. Morn. News 23 Apr. 5/2 
A press frisket was thrown down. 

attrib. 1683 Moxon Jech. Exerc. Il. 55 From the Fore-end 
or Frisket-joynt. 1825 J. Nicnotson Oferat. Mechanic 308 
The clerk now inks the type with a printer’s ball, opens the 
frisket sheet .. on its hinges, and places the note .. against 
the tympan. 1880 Printing Times 15 Mar. Advt., Frisket 
forks are so arranged that, etc. 

Friskful (friskful), a. rare. [f. FRISK sd. or v. 
+-FuL.] Apt to frisk, frolicsome. 

1728-46 THomson Sfring 836 His sportive lambs .. in 
friskful glee, Their frolics play. 1876 F. Locker Branzble- 
Rise viii. in Lond, Lyr., My little friskful daughter. 

+ Fri‘skin. Ods. Also 6 fruskin, 7 frisquin. 
[f. Frisk sé. or v. + -22 (? for -ING!),] 

1. A brisk lively action; a frolic, playful encounter. 
To try a friskin: to have a brush (see BRusH sé.3 


1). Also ¢o dance friskin. 

1570 Levins Manip. 133 Fruskin, saltus. 1599 NAsHE 
Lenten Stuffe To Rdr. (2871) 18 This is a light friskin of 
my wit. 1612 Two Noble K. ww. iii, The pranks And friskins 
of her madness. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. 111. iil. (1651) 
472 It was the custome of some lascivious queans to dance 
friskin in that fashion. 1675-93 Crowne Country Wit 1. 
Dram. Wks. 1874 III. 34 Yes, Betty Frisque and you shall 
try a frisquin for him,—you shall duel it, you shall. 

2. A gay frisky person. 

1596 Nasue Saffron Walden 143 His Wench or Friskin 
was footing it aloft on the greene. 1602 DexxKeEr Satiromz. 
Dram. Wks. 1873 I. 217 Szv Q. I gaue thee this chaine, 
manlie Tucca. Zc. I, sayst thou so, Friskin. 


Frisking (friskin), vd/. sb. [f. Frisk v. + 
-InG1.] In senses of the vb. 

1553 tr. Beza’s Admonit. Parl. (1566) Giijb, The Lords 
Supper .. is transformed into .. olde stagelike frisking and 
horrible Idol gadding. 16rx Corcr. s.v. Gambade, Old 
peoples frisking doth presage their ending. 1725 BrapLry 
Fam. Diet. s.v. Nose, If it [the Blood] proceeds from a 
Vein, it is thicker and redder, and runs without any frisking. 
1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Frisking, the wind freshen- 
ing. 1890 Sfectator 3 May 624/t And the lambs bleat!.. 
And their friskings, and their races ! G 

Frisking (friskin), f/. a. [f. Frisk v, + 
-ING 2.] That frisks, in senses of the vb. +} Of 
wine: Sparkling. , , 

1866 Drant Horace’s Sat. 1. F ij, Fragrant friskyng wyne. 
1610 Dr. Dodyfoll m. i. in Bullen O. P2, III. 122 A fine 
frisking usher in a dauncing schoole. 1697 Dryven Virg. 
Georg. 11. 105 The quick Motions of the frisking Tail. 
1728 Pore Odyss. x11. 296 The bounding goats and frisking 
heifers rove. 1827 CartyLte Misc. (1857) I. 21 A certain 
snappishness—a frisking abruptness. bei - 

Hence Fri‘skingly adv., in a frisking or frisky 
manner. In mod. Dicts. 

Friskle, var. of FRISCAL. 

Frisky (fri‘ski), a. Also 6 frysky, friscay, [f. 
Frisk sd, +-¥1.] Given tofrisking; lively; playful. 

2ax1s00 Ragman Roll 132 in Hazl. Z. P. P. 1. 75 And 
your foot ye tappyn, and ye daunce, Thogh hit the fryskyst 
horse were ina towne. 1525 Lp. Berners /vo7ss. II. clx. 


FRISLET. 


{clvi.] 279 a, The lorde of Clary..was a frisca, and a lusty 
knyght. 1743 J. Davipson A’ neid vit. 203 By the Heat in 
Frisky Bells the Liquors dance, 1780 Map, D’Arsiay Lef¢t. 
July, She was as gay, flighty, entertaining, and frisky as 
ever. 1812 Byron Waltz vii, His Sancho thought ‘The 
knight's fandango friskier than it ought. 1861 L. L. Nosie 
Icebergs 291 Away they trip it, like so many frisky buffalo 
calves. 1875 J. H. Bennet Winter Medit. 1. xv. 500 The 
Negroes .. of all ages, from frisky merry little children to 
decrepit old men. 1885 Manch. Exam. 2 May 6/2 The 
dogs, at once sagacious and frisky, have been admirably 
drawn. 

Hence Fri‘skily adv., in a frisky manner; Fri's- 


kiness, the quality or state of being frisky. 

1727 Baitey, /riskiness. 1778 Mav. D’Arsiay Diary 
3 ie, I left him .. to make his own comments upon my 
friskiness. 1862 Lytton Sts. Story II. 74 The white bear 
gambols .. friskily after his meal on human flesh. 1865 
Sat, Rev. 5 Aug. 172 An outpouring of intellectual friski- 
ness. 1894 Dazly News 20 Mar. 3/1 The brims to hats are 
friskily curved. 


+ Fri‘slet. 0ds.rare—'. [? f. OF. fvese/, dim. of 
Sraise ruff+-Et.] ‘A kind of small ruffle’ (Halli- 
well). 

a Brewer Lingua wv. vi, Partlets, Frislets, Bandlets. 

Frisole, var. of FRIJoLE. 

+Frisson!t, Ods. Forms: 4 frysoun, 5 fre- 
son(e,-un. fa. OF. frison, ad. late L. frison-em 
a Frisian.] a. A native of Friesland. b. A 


Friesland horse. 

1303 R. Brunne Handi. Synne 10663 A frysoun 3¢ shul 
vndyrstande To a marchaunde of fryslande. ?a1400 J7orte 
Arth, 1365 A freke .. Come forthermaste on a fresone in 
flawmande wedes. c 1420 Anturs of Arth. xxxi, The freson 
was afrayet, and ferd of that fare. | ; 

+Frison2. Ods. [a. F. frison (1474 in Godef.) ; 
Littré and Hatz.-Darm. derive it from /riser 
Frinze v.!] ?Some kind of woollen stuff. Also 

Srison-stuff. 

1562 Stanford Churchw. Acct. in Antiguary (April 1888) 
168 For ij lodes of ffrysons ijs. 1714 French Bk. Rates 69 
Frizon-Stuffs, 13 Ells. 

+ Frisoneer. Olds. ?=prec. 

1700 Concreve Way of World v. i, Go, hang out an old 
Frisoneer-gorget. — 4 

Frisque, Frisquin, obs. ff. Frisk, FRIsKIN. 

Frist, sd. Obs.exc.avch. Forms: 1 first, fyrst, 
frist, 2-4 first(e, south. virst, (3 ferst, feorst, 
forst), 3-4 furst (7), 3-5 fres(s)t, (4 freist), 4 
friste, 5 fryst, 5- frist. [OE. first, fyrst, frist 
masc. Cf. OFris. first, ferst neut., OS. frist, OHG. 

Srist fem. (neut.) (MHG. vst, Ger. frist fem.), ON. 
Srest neut. pl. (fem. sing.).] 

1. A space of time, time; a certain time. 

Beowulf 134 Nes hit lengra fyrst. O. E. Chron. an. 918 
Ob pone first pe hie wurdon swipe metelease. @ 1175 Cott. 
Hom. 229 Furtie da3en firste [he] ham mid wnede. c 1205 
Lay. 12242 Wid innen ane 3ere, nes per first na mare, iwrad 
pe king Gracien gumene forcudest. 

2. Delay, respite; also, a truce. Zo do in ora 
(=on) frist : to delay, procrastinate, give respite of. 
Of or on frist: (Sc.) in the future, at a distance. 
To frist: on loan or credit. 

c1175 Lamb. Hom. 71 Ure ded he do in firste 3et. c 1200 
Moral Ode 38 Ne scholde nomon don a virst ne slakien wel 
to donne. a1300 Cursor M. 19225 Pe penis.. he broght, 
wit-vten frest, c1300 Beket 890 For-to pe nexte daie we 
biddez furst. 1375 Barsour Bruce u. 277 At to morn, but 
langar frest, 3e sall isch furth. 1387 Trevisa Wieden 
(Rolls) VII. 49 First of ten dayes were i-graunted. 14.. 
Tundale’s Vis. 60 He wold gyve dayes for his best But he 
sold the derur for the fryst. c14q0 Promp. Parv. 178/2 
Freste, or to frest yn byynge or borowynge, mutunm. 2161450 
How goode wif taught doughter 161 in Hazl. E. P. P. I. 
191 Borow nought blethely, ne take nought frest. a1555 
Lynprsay Peder Coffeis 43 Ane dyvour coffe .. Takis gudis 
to frist fra fremmit men. 1888 Murray's Mag. Apr. 497 My 
time is short, my frist is o’er, and I have much to say. 

attrib. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 49 pe firste dayes. 

Proverb, (Sc.) ¢15365 Linpesay (Pitscottie) Chron. Scot. 
(1814) I. 238 All thir lordis war verrie blyth; thinking that 
all evil was guid of frist. 1808-80 JAMIESON s.¥v., All ills are 
good a frist. 

+ Frist, v. Obs. Forms: see the sb. [f. the 
sb.; cf.OFris. fersta, OHG. fristen, fristén (MHG. 
vristen, mod.Ger. fristen), ON. fresta, (Sw. frista, 
Da. friste).] 

1. intr. To delay, grant respite. Also ¢o frist zt. 

a1225 St. Marher, 15 Pat ha ne firsten hit nawiht to 
schawen hit ischrifte. azz25 Leg. Kath. 2331 Nawiht, 

King, ne kepe ich Pet tu hit fir firsti. 13.. £. #. Addit. P. 
B. 743 Pa3 faurty forfete 3et fryst 1a whyle. 1535 SrEwarT 
rip Scot, (1858) I, 162 Thairof wald delay no langar nor 
rist, 

2. a. with dat. passing into ¢vans. To grant delay 
to (a person) ; to respite. b. ¢rvans. To put off, 
delay (a thing) ; to postpone the enjoyment of. 

@ 1225 ms Kath, 2399 Pzt he, for his freolec firstede hire. 
1340 Ayend. 173 And na3t ne uerste uram daye to daye. 
1570 Satir. Poems Reform. xvi. 71 Thocht he be fristit at 
this tyme, He will not be forgeuin. 1637 RuTHEeRrForD 
Lett. clxxx. (1848) 345, I would frist heaven for many years. 

3. trans. a. To lend or give (a thing) on credit. 
b. To give (a debtor) credit or time for payment. 
ec. To grant time for payment of (a debt). 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 178/2 Frestyn, or lende to freste. 
1549 Compl. Scot. xv. 124 Quhen I laubyr.. be mecanik 
craftis, I am compellit to len and to fyrst it to my tua cruel 
briethr. 1632 Rutuerrorp Le?¢, lxxxix. (1848) 165 That 





554. 


debt is not forgiven, but fristed. 1637 Jd7d. cv. 202 Frist 
Christ; He is an honest debtor. /é7d. cclxvii. 527, I am 
content; my faith will frist God my happiness. 1691 Ray 
NV. C. Words, Frist, to trust for a Time. 

absol. 14.. Rel. Ant. 1. 316 Kype and save, and thou 
schalle have; Frest and leve, and thou schall crave. 

Proverb. 1718 Ramsay Christis Kirke Gr. 1. iti, What 
aft fristed’s no forgien. 1824 Scorr Redgazuntlet ch. xi, 
What is fristed is not forgiven. 

Hence Fri-sted f/. a., Fri‘sting vd/. sd. 

14.. Tundale’s Vis. 55 For frystyng wold he ocur take 
And nothyng leyn for Goddis sake. a@ 1605, MoNnTGOMERIE 
Misc. Poems v.45 Sen fristed goods ar not forgivin, Quhen 
cuppe is full, then hold it evin. 7637 RuruHerrorpD Lett. 
ccexxvi. (1848) 443 A suspension and a fristing of my heaven. 
Ibid. ccxi. 413 Few know the pain and torment of Christ’s 
fristed love. 

Frist(e, obs. form of First. 

+ Fristel(le. Ods. [a. OF. frestel(e.] A 
flute. 

c1400 Ywaine § Gaw. 1396 Damysels danceand ful wele, 
With trompes, pipes, and with fristele. 1483 Cath. Angi. 
143 Fristelle, 72studa. ae 

+Frisster. Obs. rarve—'. [a. Du. vriyster = 
vrigdster ‘amasia, virgo nubilis’ (Kilian), f. v7zj- 
(d)en to woo, court.} <A sweetheart. 

1640 GLArTHORNE /adlenstein 1. iii, A short coat fristéer, 
That as she milkes each morning, Bedews the coole grasse 
with her Virgin moisture. 

+ Frissure. Os. Also frizure. [a. Fr. frésure, 
f. friser: see Frizz.] Mode or fashion of curling 


the hair. 

1755 Lond. Mag. July 343 Let an artificial flow’r Set the 
frisure off before. 1771 SmMoLLetr Humph. Cl. II. 18 July 
Let. i, She was most remarkable for the frisure of her head. 
1773, Graves Spirit. Quixote v. vii. 285 Though it had not 
received the fashionable frizure, it was grown. .long enough 
to curl. 1790-1811 ComBE Devil upon 2 Sticks in Eng. 
(1817) IV. 23 The immense expanding frisure of 1780, 


+ Frit, 5d. [a. Fr. /r7z, pa. pple. of fréve to fry.] 
? Toast. 


14.. Anc, Cookery in Househ. Ord. (1790) 449 Daryolus, 
and leche-fryes, made of frit and friture. 

Frit (frit), sb.2 Also 7-9 fritt. [ad. (directly 
or through F. /ritte) It. frztta, fem. pa. pple. of 
Sriggtre to Fry.] 

l. Glass-making. A calcined mixture of sand and 
fluxes ready to be melted in a crucible to form 
glass. 

1662 Merret tr. Neri's Art of Glass 17 Fritt is nothing 
else but a calcination of those materials which make glass. 
1773 Frankiin Lett. Wks. 1840 V. 461 The globe in ques- 
tion was of this frit. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem. I. 415 The 
product is a kind of vitreous frit, soluble in water. 1853 Ure 
Dict. Arts I. 908 The founding-pots are filled up with these 
blocks of frit. 1870 T. W. Wess in Zug. Mech, 21 Jan. 
448/1 Specks of ‘ frit’ (unmelted material in the substance 
of the glass). : i 

Ceramics. The vitreous composition from 
which soft porcelain is made. 

1791 E. Darwin Bot, Gard. 1. Notes 39 The frit of the 
potters ..is liable to crack in drying. 1832 G. R. Porrer 
Porcelain & Gl. 43 A frit compounded of nitre, soda, alum 
and selenite. 1875 Fortnum JZajolica i. 2 A loose frit or 
body, to which an enamel adheres. 

3. attrib.and Comb., as frit-brick, -mixer,-powder, 
Also frit-porcelain (see quot.). 

1853 Ure Dict. Arts I. 908 These frit-bricks are after- 
wards piled up in a large apartment for use. 1874 Knicur 
Dict. Mech. 1.917 A frit-mixer is a horizontal cylinder 
with oblique beaters, or a box with semi-cylindrical bottom 
and a rotating shaft with beaters or stirring arms. 1881 
Porcelain Works, Worcester 15 This fritt powder is used 
along with borax and other materials. 1889 Century Dict., 
Frit porcelain, a name given to the artificial soft-paste 
English porcelain. 

Frit (frit), v. [f Frrr sJ.2] ¢vans. To make 
into frit; to fuse partially; to calcine. Hence 
Fri'tted f/. a., Fri‘tting vl. sb.; also attrib. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 295 Fritting, 
when single parts of the mass are melted, while others remain 
unaltered. 1832 G, R. Porter Porcelain & Gl. vi. 199 The 
sand, lime, soda, and manganese, being properly inter- 
mingled, are fritted in small furnaces. 1853 Ure Dict. 
Arts I. 908 When the fourth hour has expired the fritting 
operation is finished. 1879 RurLey Stud. Rocks xiv. 291 
Porcelain jasper has a fused or fritted appearance. 1881 
Raymonp Mining Gloss., Fritting, the formation of a slag 
by heat with but incipient fusion, 188: Harfer’s Mag. 
Feb, 364 These .. are fritted or melted in an oven till they 
run like molasses. 

Fri't-fly. A small fly of the genus Oscznds, 
destructive to wheat. f 

1881 Miss E, A. OrmErop Jjur. Insects (1890) 92 The Frit 
Fly is a small, black, shining, two-winged fly. 1893 ¥rnd. 
R. Agric. Soc, Dec, 827 Some other pests. .are wire-worms, 
crane-fly, frit-fly..and winter-moth. 

Frith, 50.1 Obs. exc. Hist. [Com. Teut.: OE. 
Sribu, friodu, freodu str. masc. and fem., /r2d str. 
neut., =OFris. fretho, frede, ferd, OS. frithu masc, 
(MDnu. vréde, verde, Du. vrede masc.), OAG. fridu 
(MHG. wride, mod.G. friede), ON. frid-r (Sw., 
Da. fred), Goth. *fripu-s (in comb. Fripareths = 
Frederick); f. OTeut. root */r#- to love: see 
FRIEND. | 

1. Peace ; freedom from molestation, protection ; 
safety, security. 

¢893 K. AXLFrED O7os. v. ii. § 8 Beceem frip wip pzet 
fole. cgso Lindisf, Gosp, Matt, x. 34 Ne cuomic frid sende 











FRITH. 


ah suord. O. £. Chron. an. torr (Laud MS,), ponne nam 
man grid & frid wid hi. cx175 Lamb. Hom. 13 Londe pet 
bid on gride and on fride under mire onwalde. c 1250 Gen. 
§ Ex. 681 Euerilc man he gaf lif and frid Sat to Sat like- 
nesse so3zte grid. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) go Pat 
bataile was hard, fo men has no frith. ¢1380 Wyciir Wks. 
(1880) 289 3if pes poscessioneris toke frebis in here lond. 
1874 GREEN Short Hist. i. § 5. 45 Their leader was bound 
by a solemn peace or ‘ frith ’. 

+2. a. A game-preserve, deer-park. b. Water 
Srith: a place where the fishing is preserved. Oéds. 

OE. had déor-frid in the abstract sense ‘protection of 
game’ (OZ. Chron. an. 1086). 

c12z0g Lay. 1432 3e huntied i pes kinges fride [c1275 
parc]. 1584 in Binnell Descr. Thames 63 Places inhibited 
to fish in, called Water Friths. f 

3. Comb.: frith-guild, a guild established for the 
maintenance of peace; also a/trzd.; frith-silver, 
?some feudal payment (see quots.); frithsoken 
O£. and Hizst., an asylum, a sanctuary (the later 


explanations seem to be baseless conjectures). 

a1000 Laws of A thelstan vi. c. 8 § 9 (Schmid), Gif ure 
hlaford .. us znigne eacan zebeencean maze to urum *frid- 
gildum. 1861 Pearson arly §& Mid. Ages Eng, 128 The 
frank-pledge or frith-guild system had been vigorously en- 
forced under Edward. 1874 Green Short Hist. iv. § 4. 190 
The tendency to unite in such ‘ Frith-gilds’ or Peace-clubs 
became general throughout Europe. 1669 in E. Salt Hist. 
Standon (1888) 114 It was agreed .. that John Hardinge 
shall sett a gate. .he payinge yearly the *frith selver of the 
towne. 1863 WV. 4 Q. Ser. 11. IV. 477 Frith-silver, wp to 
the last fifteen or twenty years, a payment, chargeable on 
the poor rates of the parish [Alrewas, Lichfield], was 
annually made to Lord Somers, and bore the above name. 
1014 Laws of Ethelred vu. c. 1 (Schmid), Det he *frid- 
socne .. zesece. c1250 Gloss. Law Terms in Rel. Ant. 1. 
33 frithsocne, Franchise de francplege. a1 HIGDEN 
Polychr. (Rolls) II. 94 Frithsoken, id est, tutatio in juris- 
dictione; Gallice, seurte en defence. 

Frith (frip),sd.2 Forms: 1 (3e)fyrh8e, fyr(h)8, 
4 friht, fryht, 5 freth, 9 Kent. fright (-wood), 6 
fryth(e,3-frith. Also Firtu sé,! [OE. (ge) fyrhde 
str. neut. (also /yrhd str. fem.) :—OTeut. type 
*(ga) furhipjom (see below). In ME. and in mod.E, 
the word seems to have been confused with others ~ 
of similar sound: see the remarks under senses 1 
and 4 below. 

The OTeut. type *( ga) furhipjo™ would appear to be acol- 
lective f. */uvhd Fir; but there is no trace in Eng. of the 
etymological sense ‘ fir-wood’, and as firs seem to have been 
not very abundant in early times in this country, the develop- 
ment of the general sense ‘ wooded or waste land’ must have 
taken place on the continent. Cf., however, the mod.Ger, 
Jorchdistel, forchgras, forchheide (Grimm), which seem to 
contain a word that may be the source of med.L. /rocus 
(OF. frou) waste land; if so fy7hde may be derived from it. 

With regard to the form-history in Eng., the reduced form 
Jyrde is represented by Firru sé.1, and with metathesis by 
JSrith. The fuller form /yrhde is represented, with meta- 
thesis, by ME. /+7i¢, mod.Kentish /right-wood. 

The Welsh //7idd, frith, often given as the etymon, are 
adopted forms of the Eng. word. 

To the scanty evidence for the OE. fyrhd(e must be added 
the place-name Pirbright in Surrey, which in documents of 
13th and 14th c, appears as Pirifirith, Pirifright, Pirifrith, 
Purifright :—OE. *A7zrizg-/yrhde pear-‘ frith’: see Cad. Close 
Rolls 1326 p. 622, Manning & Bray Surrey I. 145, Surrey 
Fines (Surrey Archzol. Soc.) 22.] 

1. With uncertain meaning, denoting a wood of 
some kind, or wooded country collectively, esf. in 
poet. phrases associated with fed/, field. 

In the later quots. the word occurs only as a poetical archa- 
ism of vague meaning. In the earlier quots. it may have 
had the more definite sense explained under 2. In senses 1, 2 
there may be confusion with Friru sé.! 2a. 

2826 Charter of Ecgberht in Birch Cart. Sax. 1.545 Ponne 
on pone hagan to witan fyrde. 898 Charter of Alfred 
(Farleigh, Kent) ibid. II. 220 Donne is dzet sud land zemzre 
Sees cinges west andlang des fyrhdes 0d Sone bradan wez. 
2956 Charter of Eadwig ibid. III. 120 Of ban stapole on 
accan gefyrhde. 973-4 (MS. 12th c.) Charter of Eadgar 
(Hants) ibid. III. 632 On Set wot treow zt dere baran 
fyrhde. a1300 Cursor M. 7697 In feild and tun, in 
frith and fell. @1310 in Wright’s Lyric P. x. 36 In a 
fryht..y founde a wel feyr fenge to fere. c1320 Ayug & 
Hermit 20 in Hazl. £. P. P. 1.13 The grete herte for to 
hunte, In frythys and in felle. ¢1350 Will. Palerne 2216 
Pei trauailed al a ni3t, out of forest & fribes & alle faire 
wodes. 1377 Lanect. P. PZ. B. xu. 219 And of the floures 
in the fryth and of her feire hewes. 1562 PHAER 4ineid 
1x. Aa iij, A Pynetree frith I had [Lat. pznxea silva mithz). 
1573-80 GoLpinc Jo Rdr. in Baret’s Alv. Av/x In plant, 
or tree, By natures gift abroad in frith and feeld. 1612 
Drayton Poly-olb. xi. 174 As over Holt and Heath, as 
thorough Frith [yza727, high wood] and Fell. 1855 Baitry 
Mystic 83 Where now stretch Forest and upland frith, 

2. A piece of land grown sparsely with trees or 
with underwood only. Also, a space between 
woods; unused pasture land (see quots.). Now 
only dal, 

1538 Levanp /¢im. (ed. 2, 1745) II. 3 From Maidenhedde 
Town a 2 Miles by narow wooddy Way to the Frithe, and 
so thorough the Frithe 3 Miles. /d7d. (warein), Fruticea 
Sylva, Angl. Frithe. 1628 Coxe On Litt. 5b, Hrythe sapien 
between woods, 1641 WV. Riding Rec. IV. 216 The inhabi- 
tants of Sheriff Hutton presented for not repairing the high- 
way leading to le Frith. 1790 Mrs. WHEELER Westmild, 
Dial. (1840), Frith, unused pasture land, 1869 in Lonsdale 
Gloss, 1887 Kentish Gloss., Frith..athin, scrubby wood, with 
little or no timber, and consisting mainly of inferior growths. 
1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Frith, a clearing in a forest. 

3. Brushwood, underwood ; sometimes forming a 


hedge, hedgewood. 


FRITH. 


1605 Rec. Chippenham 194 in IVilts Gloss. (1893) s.v., Itm 
to James Smalwood for an Acre and halfe of hedginge frith 
out of Heywood .. Item for felling the same frith. 1631 
MarkuamM Weald of Kent u. i. (1668) 2 It will grow to frith 
or wood, ifit be not continually. .laboured with the plough. 
1668 Woriipce Dict. Rust., Frith, underwood, or the 
shroud of Trees. 1670 J. Smit Lngland’s Improv. Re- 
viv'd 27 A dead Hedge..made of dead wood, as Bushes 
and Frith, which is all sorts of small wood that are not 
Thorns. did. 31 Frith .. is all small lops or shreadings of 
trees, as also all Under-woods. 1796 W. Marsuatt W. 
England \. 326 Frith, brush-wood. 1813 T. Davis Agric. 
Wilts 267 Frith, thorns or bush underwood. 1853 W. D. 
Cooper Sussex Gloss. (ed. 2), Frith, young underwood 
growing by the side of hedges. 1863 Wise Mew Morest 
183 Frith, too, still means copse-wood. 

4. A hedge; esp. one made of wattled brushwood; 
also, a hurdle. 

[Although this sense appears to be chiefly a development 
of sense 3, it may partly belong to other words of similar 
form but etymologically unconnected. (x) The sense ‘hedge’, 
and the related Fritu v.2 1, might without difficulty be 
regarded as special uses of Fritu sé. and v.!3 cf. MHG. 
vride (=F ritH sé.!) used in the senses of ‘fence, fenced 
place’, mod.Ger. einfriedigen to fence in. (2) As in S.W. 
dialects both /7- and wr- are represented by vr-, it is 
possible that 77th in the sense of ‘wattled work’ may be 
partly a literary rendering of a dialectal writh, vreath 
connected with OF. wrtdan (see WritrHe, WREATHE).] 

[c1430 Durh. A1S. Cell. Roll, Item in fridys, vjd. Item in 
cirpis, vj@.] 1511-1647 7S. Acc. St. Fohn’s Hosp., Canter. 
in Kent. Gloss. s.v.. To enclose the vij acres wt. a quyk 
fryth before the Fest of the Purification. 181z0 Voc. Dev. & 
Cornw. in Monthly Mag. XX1X. 466 Frith, writh, wattles 
or hurdles, placed in a gap. 1864 T. Q. Coucu £. Cornwall 
Was, in Frnl. Roy. Inst. Cornw. Mar., Freath, or Vreath, 
a wattled gap in a hedge. 1884 Blackw. Mag. CKXXVI. 
785/t, I was getting over a frith [ foot-wote, hurdle] by 
Nicholls’s cow-house. 1887 Ket. Gloss., Frith, a hedge. 

+b. The same used as a fish-weir. Ods. 

160z CAREW Cornwall 30 The Weare is a frith, reaching 
slope-wise through the Ose, from the land to low water 
marke, and hauing in it, a bunt or cod with an eye-hooke, 
where the fish entering, vpon their comming backe with 
the ebbe are stopped from issuing out againe..and left drie 
on the Ose. 

5. attrib. and Comb., as + frith-copse, + -man, 
-wood; + frith-pear, the name of a kind of pear; 
frith-work (dza/.), wattling. 

1583 SranyHursT “77s 1. (Arb.) 32 In this greene *frith- 
cops a new sight newly repressed Long feareful dangers. 
a 1400-80 Alexander 5597 Fiue thousand olifants in fere 
pa *frithmenn him bro3t. 1664 Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 
217 *Frith-Pears, Arundel-Pears (also to bake). 1887 Kevt. 
Gloss. s.v. Frith, Though some of the old woods bearing this 
name may now, by modern treatment, have been made 
much thicker and more valuable, they are also still called, 
as of old, *fright-woods, as the Fright Woods, near Bedge- 
bury. 1807 Vancouver Agric. Devon (1813) 134 The *frithe- 
work or wattling was made upon willow or sallow stakes. 

Frith (frip), 52.3 [Metathetic form of Frrru 50.2; 
possibly suggested by the form Friru 56,2 = FirtH 
sb.1, or by the once commonly supposed derivation 
from L. fresum.] =FintH 2. 

1600 Hotianp Livy 1375 The Tyber..brake out many 
times, and having found a frith or creeke, it beat upon the 
foot of the Aventine. 1667 Mitton P. LZ. u. 919 The warie 
fiend Stood.. Pondering his Voyage; for no narrow frith 
He had to cross. a1698 Tremptey Hist. Eng. (1699) 37 
The Neck of Land between the two Fryths about Sterling 
and Glasco. 1722 De For Col. Fack (1840) 243 Waiting 
to go up the frith with the flood. 1784 Cowrer Zask 1. 16 
Lands intersected by a narrow frith Abhor each other. 
1806 Gazetteer Scotl. Introd. 7 The Friths of Forth and 
Clyde. 1850 Tennyson /z Mevz. Concl. 115 The friths that 
branch and spread Their sleeping silver thro’ the hills. 

+ Frith, v.! Obs. Also 3 fruBie, 4 sowth.vrepie, 
5 frethe. [OE. /ridzan, freodian, f. Frivi sb.1; cf. 
OF ris. frethia, ferdia, OS. frithin, OHG. (ga-)- 
Sridin, ON. frida (Sw. freda, Da. frede). Cf. 
FREITH 2. ] ; 

1. ¢vans. To keep in peace, make peace with ; 
to secure from disturbance, defend, help, preserve, 


protect. 

c893 K. ALFRED O7os. iv. i. § 9g Angunnan ba hergean & 
hienan pe pe hie fripian sceoldon. O.£. Chron. an. g2t pet 
hie. .eall pet fripian woldon beet se cyng fripian wolde. cx1175 
Lamb. Hom. 15 Eower lond ic wulle fribian. cx1205 Lay. 
16804 3if..pu me wult frudien we pe wulled to teon. @ 1300 
Cursor M. 24133 Pou frith me noght als freind. ¢1330 R. 
Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 8733 peyr buryels he boughte 
for to honure Wyp som pyng bat ay myght dure, & ffrype be 
stede per bey lay. 1340 Ayenb.7 Me ssel hine loky and 
urepie zo holyliche. ta1400 Morte Arth. 656 Fannde my 
fforestez be ffrythede.. That nane werreye my wylde. 

2. To free, liberate. Cf. FRrIrTH v. 

c1250 Gen. & Ex. 3094 Bi-sek 3et god, dis one side, Sat he 
vs of is pine fride. 1470 Harpinc Chron. cLxix. v, Then 
was Vmfrey erle of Herford frethed clene, And enter- 
chaungid for Kyng Robertes wife. 

Frith (frip), v.42 Ods. exc. dial. Also 4 frethe, 
9 dial. freath, [f. Frivn sd.2 (senses 3, 4); but perh. 
of mixed derivation: see note under FriTH sd.? 4.] 


1. trans. To fence in. Also fig. 

1377 Lanct. P. Pl. B. v. 590 He is frithed in with 
floreines. ?@1400 Morte Arth. 3247 Froytez. .ffaire frithed 
in frawnke appone tha free bowes. c1400 Beryn 292 The 
sauge & the Isope, I-frethid & I-stakid. 1541 Old Ways 
(1892) 110 Walter was cuttyng off a hagge to frithe a corne. 

2. intr. a. To form a hedge of wattled brush- 


wood ; to wattle. b. To cutunderwood. e, (See 


quot. 1893.) wee! 
1807 VANcouUvER Agric, Devon (1813) 132 Frithing, or 
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wattling with willow-stakes, or any other hardy wood. 
1847-78 Ha tiiweELL, Frith, to plash'a hedge. Devon. 1866 
Bracxmore C. NowelZ\, A labourer .. had been frithing : 
that is to say, cutting underwood in one of the forest copses. 
1893 Wiltsh. Gloss., Frith, to make a brushwood drain. 
Hence Frithing, material for fencing ; brush- 


wood, underwood. 

1429 Durh. MS. Cell. Roll, In ij Draghtrapis et ij 
frethyng’, xixd. 1866 BLackmorE C. Nowell xlv, The 
frithings have not been cut for ten years. 


+Frithborh. Zaw. Only OZ. and Hist. Also 
frithborg, -burg, frichborgh, fridburgh, fri- 
borg(h, -burg(h, -bourg, freoborg, freeborgh. 
[OE. */720orh lit. ‘ peace-pledge’: see Fritu 54.1 
and Borrow sé.; the word, though found in no 
document earlier than the spurious ‘Laws of Edward 
the Confessor’ (app. the source of all the later state- 
ments on the subject), is certainly genuine. A mis- 
translation of the corrupt form /rzborg, freoborg 
gave rise to the later name FRANKPLEDGE.] The 
Old English name for FRANKPLEDGE. 

a1200 Laws of Edw. Conf. c. 20 Preamble (Schmid) Alia 
pax maxima est, per quam omnes firmiori statu sustentantur ; 
scilicet fidejussionis stabilitate, quam Angli vocant frid- 
borgas, preter Eboracenses, qui vocant eam tenmanne tale. 
Ibid. c. 20. § 3 and caps. 21, 29 [other texts read /ri-, freo-]. 
c1z90 FLETA 1. xlvil. § 10 (1647) 62 Frichborgh. 1607 
[see DECENER 2]. @1641 SpeLMAN Axc. Govt. Eng., Relig. 
(2723) 51 Every Hundred was divided into many Freeborgs 
or Tithings..which stood all bound one for the other. 1747 
Carte Hist. Eng. 1. 311 Appeals from the decisions of par- 
ticular friborghs. 1754 Hume Ast. Eng. (1761) I. ii. 49 A 
tithing, decennary, or fribourg. 1874 Stusss Const. Hist. 
§ 41 I. 87 The association of ten men in common responsi- 
bility legally embodied in the frithborh or frankpledge. 


+Frithburgher. 02s. local. [Interpreted as 
f, Friru sé.2 + BURGHER ; but perh. originally con- 
nected with FRITHBORH. | 
_ 1587 in Chambers’ Bk. Days I. 728 The Lord Bailiff .. 
issued his summons..to choose four ‘ Frith Burghers’ .. to 
act as jurymen. 1769 De Moe's Tour Gt. Brit. II. 151 If 
the Offence was committed .. within the Bounds of the 
Forest, then there were Frithbourgers also to judge of the 
Fact, who were to be summoned out of the Forestholders, 
as they are called, who were to hold of that Frith, that is of 
the Forest. 1825 Hone Every-day Bk. J. 145 This officer 


- summoned a jury of frith-burghers to try him. 


Fri‘thles, sé. /. dal. 
but cf. OE. wréfels band.]} 
twig used for wattling. 

1881 Brackmore Christowell (1882) II. iv. 79 To fash it, 
with stout oak frithles, to a pair of stout ash-saplings. 

+ Frith-stool. Ods.exc. Hzst. Also 1 frith-, 
frythst6l, 7 freedstool, 9 fridstool. [OE., f. 
Jrvi0, Friva sb.1 + stdl chair, seat: see Stoou.] a. 
OE. only. A place of safety; a refuge. b. A seat, 
usually of stone, formerly placed near the altar in 
some churches, which afforded inviolable protection 


to those who sought privilege of sanctuary. 

c1000 Ags. Ps. (Th.) Ixxxix. x Pu eart frid-stol us feste, 
Drihten. az1016 Laws of Ethelred vu. c. 16 And gif for- 
worht man frid-stol zesece. 1610 HoLtanp Camden's Brit. 
1. 712 This seat of Stone is called Freedstool, that is, The 
chaire of Peace. 1662 Ray Three /tin. u.137 At the upper 
end of the choir, on the right side of the altar stands the 
Freed stool. 1829 G. Poutson Beverley 687 The Fridstool 
is..hewn out of a solid stone, with a hollow back. 1871 
Freeman Norm. Cong. (1876) LV. xviii. 288 Inviolable sanc- 
tuary..was afforded..by the frithstool of the saint. 

+ Prithy, «. Obs. rare—. [f. Friru sd.2 +-¥1.] 
Of the nature of ‘frith’ or brushwood. 

@1829 SKELTON Garl. Laurell 22 In the frytthy forest of 
Galteres. , ? : 

|| Fritillaria (fritileoria). Also 7 frit(t)ell-. 
[mod.L. frétillaria, f. fritillus dice-box. 

According to Clusius Rariorum aliquot Stirpiume per 
Pannon. etc. observ. Hist. (1583) 172, the name was given 
by Noel Capperon, a druggist of Orleans, to the Common 
Fritillary, ‘quod ejus areolz versicolores fritillum quodam- 
modo zmulentur’. Unless this refers to some chequered 
pattern with which dice-boxes were painted, Gerarde’s 
explanation below would seem to be correct, though the 
Lat. dicts. of the 16th c. and still earlier give the correct 
explanation of /ritil/us. In any case the name refers to 
the chequered markings of the corolla, not to its shape as is 
usually stated. ] 

A genus of liliaceous plants,the best known species 
of which are the Crown Imprrian (1 zeperialis), 
and the Common Fritillary or Snakeshead (/. 


Meleagris) found locally in moist meadows. 

1578 Lyte Dodoens u. lii. 214 The third [Tulipa] is called 
.. Llos Meleagris..some do also cal this flower /ritillaria. 
1597 GERARDE Herdall 123 It hath been called Frittillaria, 
of the table or boord vpon which men plaie at chesse, which 
square checkers the flower doth very much resemble, some 
thinking that it [the chess-board] was named Frittillus. 
1611 Tyvadescant’s bill in A. Amherst Gard. Eng. (1895) 
170 Fortye fritellarias at 3 pence the peece. 1625 BAcon 
Ess.. Gardens (Arb.) 556 Camairis, Frettellaria. 1664 
Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 198 March. . Violets, /ritillaria, 
1741 Compl. Fam. Piece 1. iii. 378 Bulbous-rooted Flowers 
.. such as the .. Fritillaria’s, and Colchicum. 188: Miss 
“Brappon Ash. xii. 137 Primroses ; anemones ; hyacinths ; 
and the rare fritillaria. ee 

Fritillary (friti‘lari). [Anglicized form of prec. 
Cf. Fr. fritallatre.] ; : 

1. Any plant of the genus Fritillaria, esp. /. 
Meleagris (see prec.). : 

1633 Gerarde’s Herball 1. \xxxix. 151 In English we 


[f. Frire sé.2 or v.2; 
A flexible branch or 
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may call it Turky-hen or Ginny-hen Floure, and also 
Checquered Daffodill, and Fritillarie, according to the Latine. 
1668 Witkins Neal Char. 74 Fritillary. 1688 R. Hotme 
Armoury u. 74/1 The sullen Lady .. some call it the black 
Fritillary. 1767 J. Abercrombie Ev. Man his own Gard. 
(1803) 47 Fritillaries, crown imperials, or any other kind of 
bulbous flower-roots. 1828 Miss Mitrorp V’il/age Ser. m1. 
(1863) 531 The chequered fritillary or the tinted wood 
anemone. 1867 M. Arnotp 7/yrszs, 1 know what white, 
what purple fritillaries The grassy harvest of the river-fields 
Above by Ensham, down by Sandford yields. 

2, A name for several species of butterfly, e. g. 
the Silver-washed Fritillary (Arvgynnis paphia) 
and the Queen of Spain Fritillary (4. /athonia). 

1857 Kincstey Two Y. Ago III. 132-3 The ‘white 
admirals’ and silver washed ‘ fritillaries’ flit round every 
bramble bed. 1866 BrackmMoreE C. Nowedl xxx, Off dashed 
Bob after a Queen of Spain fritillary. 

+ Friti‘niency. Ods.—' (In the first ed. spelt 
Sritiniancy; the mod. Dicts. spell /rz¢znancy.) 
[f. L. fretenni-re to twitter +-ancy.] ‘Twittering. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Psexd. Ep. v. iii. 236 The note or fritin- 
iancy [of the Cicada] is far more shrill then that of the Locust. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Hritiniancy, Fritiniency. 

Fritt: see Frir sd.2 

+ Fritta‘do. Ods. [ad. It. frittata, f. frittare 
to fry, f. frtto, pa. pple. of friggere: see FRY v.] 
A fritter. 

1635 J. Haywarp tr. Bioudz’s Banish’'d Virg. 46 Making 
her a frittado of egges and milke he set it before her. 

Fritter (frito1), 56.1 Forms: 5 fretoure, -ure, 
frutter, fruyter, frytour, -owre, (freature), 
5-6 frit-, frut-, -er, -eur, -our(e, -ur(e, 6 
frither, frytter, 7 frittar, 5—- fritter. [a. Fr. 

Sriture =Sp. fritura, It. frittura:—Lat. type */ric- 
tira, f. frigére to FRY.] 

l. Usually 2/7. A portion of batter, sometimes 
containing slices of apple, meat, etc., fried in oil, 
lard, etc. Often preceded by some qualifying word, 
as apple-, oyster-, rice-fritter; also, in 15-16th c., 
in some semi-anglicized French terms, as + /ritter- 


bounce, -pouch, -sage, -viant (meat) (ods.). 

c1420 Liber Cocorum (1862) 55 Tarts and daryels and 
custan dere, Rysshene and pome dorres, and frutur in fere. 
c1460 J. Russet Bh. Nurture so1-2 O fruture viant, 
Frutur sawge, byn good, bettur is Frutur powche; Appulle 
fruture is good hoot, but be cold ye not towche. 1494 
Fasyan Chron. vu. 600 Frytour of sunne facion, with a 
floure delyce therin. 1rg0z ARNOLDE Chron. (1811) 240 
Fresshe storgion, quynces in paste, tarte poleyn, fritour 
bounce. 1634 J. TAytor (Water P.) Gt. Kater Kent 12 
Pancake or fritter or flap-iacke. 1664 Prerys Diary 19 
Aug., Home to supper to a good dish of fritters. 1769 
Mrs. Rarratp Eng. Housekpr. (1778) 161 Batter, made as 
for common fritters. 1835 W. Irvinc Tour Prairies 72 
A paste made of flour and water, and fried, like fritters, in 
lard. 1859 AZZ Year Round No. 36. 222 The fritter refuses 
to imbibe any more oil. 1861 Sata Dutch Pict. xix. 301, 
I have heard much of the rice fritters and savoury soups of 
the Lancashire vegetarians. 

Jig. 1880 Sipney Arcadia (1622) 276 O Clinias..the very 
fritter of fraud, and seething pot of iniquitie. 

+2. 2A species of apple. Ods.— 1+ 

1s9t Lyty Zxdyz.111. iii, For fruit these, fritters, medlers, 
hartichokes and lady longings. 

3. pl. Whaling =FENKS. 

[Perh. a transferred use of F. /rituve fat in which some- 
thing is fried.] 

1631 Pertnam Preserv. 8 English. in Green-land 22 We 
agreed..tokeepe Wednesdayes and Fridayes Fasting dayes ; 
excepting from the Frittars or Graves of the Whale. (sarg. 
note. These be the Scraps of the Fat of the Whale, which 
are flung away after the Oyle is gotten out of it.) 1813 
Chron. in Ann. Reg. 488 Extracting the oil from the fritters. 
1820 Scorespy Acc. Arctic Reg. Il. 176 The finks or fritters 
were always sufficient to boil the remainder without any 
other fuel. é 

4. attrib, and Comb., as fritter-barrow, -pan, 


-seller ; fritter-filled ppl. a. 

1820 ScoresBy Acc. Arctic Reg. 11.176 A ‘*fritter barrow’ 
being furnished with a grating .. drained the oil from the 
fritters. 1619 Pasguil’s Palin. (1877) 152 When every 
paunch till it can hold no more, Is *Fritter-fild, as well as 
heart can wish. 1625 B. Jonson Staple of N. u. i, My 
face dropt like the skimmer in a *fritter-pan. 1636 DAvEN- 
ant W2tts 1. i, Hans van Holme, *fritter seller of Bombell. 

Fritter (fri:ta1), 50.2. [app. an altered form of 
Firrnrs ; perh. due to the influence of prec. ; but 
cf. OF. freture, fraiture:—L. fractiira FRACTURE. ] 

1. #7. Minute pieces, fragments, shreds. Also, 


articles of trifling size, trifles. Now rave. 

In Johnson's quots. (1626 Bacon, 1678 Butver) the correct 
reading is fitéers; in Suaks. Merry W. v. v. 151 The word 
is prob. F'ritrEr sd. 

1755 1n JOHNSON. 1767 H. Brooke Fool of Qual. (1792) 
I. iv. 94 Trimmings hanging in fritters and tattars. ?¢ 1890 
in Daily News 12 Oct. (1895) 6/3 A huge collection of 
ornamental fritters huddled together. 

attrib. 1686 Goan Cedest. Bodies u. ii. 168 There appears 
these differences, Flaxen Clouds, Fleec'd Clouds, some which 
I call Fritter Clouds, all from theirlikeness, | 

2. [From the vb.] Excessive subdivision (by 


which the general effect is lost). . : 

1803 Repton Landscape Gard. (1805) 56 Producing variety 
without fritter, and continuity without sameness. 1848 
Rickman Archit. 201 This window isa series of small panels 
..and these. .throw the building into fritter. 

Fritter (frita1), v. Also 8 fretter. [f. prec.] 

1. trans. To break or tear into pieces or frag- 
ments; to subdivide minutely. Now rare. 
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1772-84 Cook Voy. (1790) IV. 1243 Having our main-top- 
gallant yard carried away in the slings, and the sail frittered 
in a thousand pieces. 1780 Burke Sf. Econ. Reform Wks. 
III. 285 Frittering and crumbling down the attention by 
a blind unsystematick observance of every trifle. 1784 
J. Barry in Lect. Paint. i. (1848) 83 The no less mischievous 
fragments into which they [northern hordes] were frittered. 
1803 T. JerFerson Hit, (1830) III. 508 Perverting the 
simple doctrines he taught..and frittering them into subtle- 
ties. 1 . Beresrorp AZiseries Hum. Life (1826) xx. 
ix. 268 The kernel to be. .frittered among the parties crack- 
ing. 1816 KeatincE 7yav. (1817) II. 236 France was once 
frittered into subdivisions, as Spain still is. 1822-34 Good's 
Study Med. (ed. 4) 1. 359 When they [i.e. hydatids] die, 
the bags and cysts are often broken up and become frittered 
into minute tatters and filaments. 1866 AtcEr So/it. Nat. 
& Man ww. 366 That throng of women whose attention is 
frittered on trifles. { : 

b. zntr. for vefl. + To become broken into pieces 
or subdivided (0ds.). rarely, To dwindle. 

1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 79 Small pieces of it 
fritter between the fingers. a@1828 H. Nerre Lit. Renz. 
(x829) 18 The canvass fritters into shreds and the column 
moulders into ruin. 1876 J. Parker Pavacd. u. Epil. 374 
Minuteness never fritters into pettiness. ‘ 

2. a. With away, down: To do away with 
piecemeal ; to attenuate, wear down, whittle away; 
to spend (energy, time) on trifles, to waste. 

1728 Pore Dunc. 1. 232 How prologues into prefaces decay 
And these to notes are fritter’d quite away. 1777 Burke 
Let. to Mrq. Rockingham Wks. 1X. 170 To break the con- 
tinuity of your conduct, and thereby to weaken and fritter 
away the impression of it. 1799 Han. More Fem. Educat. 
(ed. 4) I. 73 They had. . frittered down delicacy into frivolous- 
ness. 1803 WeLuincton Let. to Close in Gurw. Desf. II. 
88 To fritter away the small force which his Highness has 
produced. 1820 Lp. Duptey Left. 26 Sept. (1840) 266 Our 
unpunctuality. . fritters away so large a part of the .. day in 
wearisome waiting. 1846 McCuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire 
(2854) I. 537 The whole country would be frittered down 
into potato gardens. 1846 THackeray Crit. Rev. Wks. 
1886 XXIII. 96 He frittered away in fugitive publications 
time and genius. 1868 Miss Brappon Ruz to Larth III. 
vi. 87 You know what Sheridan said about frittering away 
his money in paying his debts. : 

+b. With owt. To bring out, utter piecemeal. 

21764 Lioyp Poetry Professors 42 What pretty things 
imagination Will fritter out in adulation. 

Hence Frittered Zf/. a., Frittering wl. sd. 
and ppl. a. 

1778 BoswELL in Yohnuson (1791) II. 216 He could put 
together only curt frittered fragments of his own. 1795 
Mason Ch, Mus. ii. 136 The frittering of one syllable into 
almost half a century of semiquavers is perhaps the best 
and only expedient for shewing its executive powers. 1803 
Repton Landscape Gard. (1805) 47 If too many trees be 
introduced ., the effect becomes fritter’d. 1816 J. Scotr 
Vis. Paris (ed. 5) 77 Broken mass of small windows, un- 
equal stories, frittered compartments. 1853 ROBERTSON 
Ser. Ser. i. 337 A foolish, frivolous, disgraceful, frittered 
past. 1889 Spectator 9 Nov., This frittering away of feeling 
on the scenes of an opera. 

Fritterer (fritoro1), [f. Frivter v. + -ER1.] 
One who fritters or wastes (time). 

1837 Lowe tt Le??. (1894) I. 14 On this day .. have I, erst 
the most incorrigible of time’s fritterers, learned. .twenty (!) 
pages in Cicero. 1892 Welsh Rev. Feb. 351 The un- 
awakened but happy fritterer. 

+ Fri-ttle, a. Os. ? Fickle. 

1579 Tomson Calvin’s Seri. Tim. 612/1 We are so frittle, 
that though the way be plaine and beaten before vs, yet 
can we hardly lift vp one foote. 1638 Fartey Eyblems 
xxxix, Then to the frittle people he doth stinke. 

Friture, obs. form of Fritrer sd.l 

+ Fri'vol, a. and sb. Chiefly Sc. Ods. Forms: 
5 frewall, -ill, 5-6 -ell, -oll, 5-6 frivole, 7 -oll, 
fryvol(l)e, 6 frevol(1, fruell, 7 frival(l. [a. F. 

Srivole, ad. L. frivol-us ; see FRIVOLOUS. | 

A. adj. 

1. Fickle, unreliable. 

c1470 Henry Wadllace 11. 144 Frewill [v.~. freuoll] fortoun 
thus broucht him in the snar. /ézd. v. 646 The obserwance 
Quhilk langis luff, and all his frewill [v. . freuoll] chance. 

2. Frivolous, of little account, paltry, trumpery, 
flimsy, absurd. (In quot. 1894 merely a nonce-use.) 

1492 Acta Dont. Conc. (1839) 246/1 Nain vther frewell 
exceptioune. 1497 Br. Atcock Mons Perfect. Biij, Whiche 
all ben but fryvole excuses. 1501 Doucras Pad. Hon. 1. 
xxiii, My friwoll actioun. 1573 Satir. Poems Reform. xiii. 
883 Thair friuole foches to repeit. 1608 CHAepmMAN AZZ 
Fooles Plays 1873 I. 134, I did (to shift him with some con- 
tentment) Make such a frivall promise. 1609 Skene Reg. 
Maz., Stat. Robt. IT 49 The saidis frivoll and dilatour ex- 
ceptions being omitted. [1894 Sat. Rev. g June 615/2 That 
wearyful transition from the novel simply frivol to the novel 
frivol-philosophic.] 

B. sd. A frivolous thing, a trifle. 

e14so tr. De Imitatione 1. xxvii. 97 Wibouten pe all 
binges are friuoles. cx1489 Caxton Blanchardyn xii. 44 
Put out of your ymaginacyon suche casuall fryuolles, 

+ Fri'vol, v.! Se. Ods.—1 [f. prec. adj.] trans. 
To declare frivolous ; to quash, set aside. 

1533 BeLttenpEN Livy 1. (1822) 45 Gif thir jugis frivole his 
appellacioun, and convict him, 

Frivol (fri'v'l), v.2 Not in dignified use. Also 
frivel, frivvle. [Back-formation from FRivo- 
LouS.] zntr. To behave frivolously, to trifle. 
Also, to frivol away (money, time): to spend 
foolishly. 

1866 Mrs. Wuitney L. Goldthwaite iv. (1873) 56 They 
will come, and frivel about the gates, without ever once 
entering in, 1883 Brack in Jé/ustr. Lond. News 25: If 
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you want to frivvle.. I shut my door on you. 1885 L, 
Wincrieip Barbara Philpot V1. y. 152 Had he not drawn 
5,0002, a year.. which his Duchess frivolled away ? 

Hence Fri‘volling vé/. sb. and ffl. a. Also 
Fri-voller, one who ‘ frivols’. 

1882 Zales Mod. Oxf. vii. 183 So between cricket and 
boating and frivoling at the vicarage, the sunny summer 
days sped along. 1883 Athenein 31 Mar. 405/3 We fear 
that very little confidence could be felt in the frivolling 
princes of Simla. 1889 A. Serceant “Esther Denison I. 
1V. xxxii. 268, I am a born trifler—a flaneur—a ‘ frivoller’, 
as we call it in our modern slang. 

Frivolism. ?0ds. [f. Frivon a. +-1sM.] 

1. A frivolous occupation. 

1778 Apruorre Preval. Chr. 179 Botany, entomology, 
and other frivolisms. 

2. Frivolity. In dicts. citing PriesTLey. 

Frivolist (fri-volist). [f. as prec. + -1st.] One 
who gives his time to frivolity. j 

1884 Chr. World Pulpit XXV.138/2 Look on the frivolist. 
He is endowed with capacity for thought and will and 
aspiration, but he lives making life a laugh. 

Frivolity (frivgliti). [ad. F. frivolité: see 
Frivo a. and -1ry.]} 

1. The quality of being frivolous ; disposition to 
trifle, frivolous behaviour, levity. 

1796 Burke Regic. Peace i. Wks. VIII. 86 When frivolity 
and effeminacy had been .. acknowledged as their national 
character by the good people of this kingdom, 1816 Scotr 
Antig. xii, Musing upon the frivolity of mortal pursuits. 
1841-4 Emerson &ss., Exper. Wks. (Bohn) I. 189 A pre- 
occupied attention is the only answer to the importunate 
frivolity of other people. 

2. A frivolous act or thing. 

1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. iii, Mr. Nickleby glanced at 
these frivolities with great contempt. 1845 Maurice Jor. 
& Met. Philos. in Encycl. Metrop. 11. 625/1 Pithy maxims 
of conduct .. entering into the lowest details and frivolities. 

Frivolize (fri-volaiz), v. [f Frivon @., Fri- 
VOL(OUS) +-IZE.] ¢vans. To render frivolous. 

1821 Examtiner 662/2 The mode in which the King is 
spoken of .. is improved through a French strainer, which 
frivolises it most admirably. 1849 Ropertson Serv. Ser. 1. 
Sowev, Human presence, if frivolous, in such moments 
frivolizes the soul. 1878 C. Sranrorp Sym. Christ vii. 
195 You are allowing some levity to frivolize your life. 

Frivolous (frivoles). Forms: 6 frivolus, 
fryvolous(e, (7 frivoulous), 6-7 frivelous, (6 
fryvlous), 7 frivilous, 6- frivolous. [f. L. frz- 
vol-us +-ous. Cf. Frivon a.] 

1. Of little or no weight, value, or importance ; 
paltry, trumpery ; not worthy of serious attention ; 
having no reasonable ground or purpose. 

1549 Bate Leland’s N. Y. Gift Div, We fynde for true 
hystoryes, most fryuolouse fables and lyes. 1578 TimMe 
Caluine on Gen. 25 It is too frivolous and vaine to ex- 
pound this worde. 1624 Lp. Kensincton in Ellis Orig. 
Lett. Ser. 1. III. 172 In their frivolous delayes, and in the 
unreasonable conditions which they propounded. 1648 
Gace West Ind. xx. 169 His answers seeming frivolous. 
c1670 Woop Life (O. H.S.) I. 398 The warden .. did put 
the college to unnecessary charges, and very frivolous 
expences. 1770 Funins’ Lett. xxxix. 198 They voted his 
information frivolous. 1776 Apam Smirn W. N. 1. xi. 
(1869) I. 184 The other frivolous ornaments of dress and 
furniture. 1828 Scort /. MZ. Perth vii, The slight and 
frivolous complaints unnecessarily brought before him. 
1871 Dixon Zower III. xxv. 280 He was arrested on a 
frivolous charge. 

b. Law. In pleading: Manifestly insufficient or 
futile. 

1736 in Swift's Lett. (1766) II. 249 The decree was 
affirmed most unanimously, the appeal adjudged frivolous. 
1883 Sir H. Corron in Law Rep. 11 Q. Bench Div. 532 
Unless the counter-claim is frivolous and unsubstantial. 

2. Characterized by lack of seriousness, sense, or 
reverence; given to trifling, silly. 

1560 tr. Fisher's Treat. Prayer F ij, Eschewyng all vayne, 
friuolus, and vnfruitfull thoughtes. 1575 G. Harvey Le/ter- 
bk. (Camden) ror Frivolous boyishe grammer schole trickes. 
1687 Woop Life 21 Apr., The duke of Bucks is dead.. 
many frivolous things extant—‘Bays’, a comedy, 1711 
STEELE Sfect. No. 156 P 6 From reading frivolous Books, 
and keeping as frivolous Company. 1783 Jounson 18 Apr. 
in Boswell, He may be a frivolous man, and be so much 
occupied with petty pursuits, that he may not want friends. 
1862 Miss Brappon Lady Audley ix. 63 Lady Audley 
amused herself in her own frivolous fashion. 

absol, 1836 Emerson Nat., /dealism Wks. (Bohn) II. 160 
The frivolous make themselves merry with the Ideal theory, 
as if its consequences were burlesque. 

Hence Fri‘volously adv., Fri:volousness. 

1611 Cotcr., Vainement, vainely, friuolously, to no pur- 
pose. 1624 Donne Ser. (Alford) V. cxxx. 330 If Abraham 
had any such doubts, of a Frivolousness in so base a Seal. 
1712 STEELE Sect, No. 448 P 2 The frivolously false ones. 
1768-74 Tucker L#. Nat. (1852) I. 119 To .. judge of the 
weight or frivolousness of objections. 1812 G. CHALMERS 
Don. Econ, Gt. Brit. 396 This argument .. has been found 
to have, at least, the pertinacity of faction, if it have not 
the frivolousness of folly. 1885 Lp. BLacksurn in Laz 
Rep. 10 Appeal Cases 223 The bankrupt being held to be 
acting frivolously and vexatiously. 

Frixe, obs. form of Frisk a, 

+ Fri-xion. Ods. [as if ad. L. */rixion-em, n. 
of action f. frigére (ppl. stem /rzx-) to roast.] 
(See quots.) 

1612 Woopat Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 271 Frixion is the 
preparation of some medicaments, with oyl, butter, [etc.]. 
1657 Tomiinson Renou’'s Disp. 66 Assation and Frixion 
differ thus. 
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+Fri-xory. Ods. [ad. L. frixorium, f. as 


prec.] A frying-pan. . 

1657 Tomtinson Renou's Disp. 472 That same supellex is 
necessary ..as Pottengers, Frixories, etc. 

Friz, variant of Frizz. 

+Friza‘do, sd. Ods. Forms: 6-8 fris(e-, 
frysado(w(e, (6 fres-, frisc-, friz-, 7 friez(e)a- 
do(w), 7-frizado. [a. Sp. frisado (obs.), explained 
to mean ‘silk plush’, f. frésar = Fr. fréser to curl 
(hair), raise anap on (cloth); see Fr12Z, FRIEZE vs. ] 
A fine kind of frieze. Also attrib. 

1542 Nottingham Rec. 111. 220 One Spaynes cloke of fry- 
sado. 1546 O. JouNson in Ellis Ovig. Lett. Ser. 11. IL. 175 
Untill I have made sale of the frisados and lynnen cloeth. 
1600 VauGuan Direct. Health (1633) 165 In Winter, your 
upper garment must be of Cotton or Friezeadow. 1630 
J. Taytor (Water P.) Praise Hempseed Wks. m1. 64/1 Our 
cottons, penistones, frizadoes, baze. 1719 D’UrFEy Pills 
III. 272 And an old Frysadoe Coat to cover his Worship’s 
trunk Hose. . 

Hence + Friza‘do v. ztv., to produce the appear- 
ance of frizado. In quot. trans. 

1598 SyivesteR Du Bartas u. i. 1v. Handie-crafts 591 A 
cleer Brook... Whose gurgling streams frizado'don the gravell. 

Frize, obs. form of FREEZE, FRIEZE. 

Frizel, var. of FRIzzLE 50.2 

Frizette, Frizeur, vars. of FRISETTE, FRISEUR, 


+ Frizilation. Os. [f. Frizziz v.l + 
-ATION.] The action of frizzling (hair). 

15367 Fenton 7vag. Disc. 141 Her chief and comon exer- 
cise, was, to force a frizilacion of her haire. 

Frizon, Frizure, var. ff. FRIson?, FRISURE. 

Frizz, friz (friz), sd. Also 7 frizze. [f. next 
vb.] The state of being frizzed or curled ; concr, 
frizzed hair; a row or wig of crisp curls. 

1668 ETHEREDGE She would if she could m1. iii, Draw a 
Comb through him, there is not such Another Frizz in 
Europe. 1685 Zozd. Gaz. No. 2075/4 Her hair brown of 
a natural Frizze or Curl about theforehead. 1704 ADDISON 
Italy (1733) 189 A little Friz, like a Tower, running round 
the Edges of the Face, 1802 Syp. Smiru in Zaz. Rev. I. 
18 Dr, Parr’s wig..swells out into boundless convexity of 
frizz. 1827 T. Hamitton Cyril Thornton (1845) 277 His 
golden Tees were spread out in the utmost amplitude of 
friz. 1861 Wynter Soc. Bees 517 Clustering glossy curls, 
which were sometimes made soft and semi-transparent by a 
peculiar friz. 

. 1848 Hare Guesses Ser. 11. (1867) 478 A similar full- 
bottomed well-curled friz of words. 
b. attrib. 

1646 in Thornbury Haunted London (1865) 383 Gave to 
old Friz-wig ..0.6.0. 1713 SrrEeLE Englishm. No. 40. 
260 A Head..with a friz Wig and plenteous Cravat-string. 

Frizz, friz (friz), v.! Also 7 freeze, 7-8 frize, 
8 frieze. [ad. Fr. /riser,= Sp. frisar, to curl 
(hair), raise a nap on (cloth); in the latter of 
these senses the Fr. vb. was adopted earlier: see 
Frinze v.t The Eng. word seems to have been 
originally pronounced (frzz), but to have afterwards 
undergone assimilation to the older FRIZZLE v, 

The origin of the Rom. vb. is disputed. There seems to 
be no good ground for the common view that it is of Teut. 
etymology (the interpretation of the ethnic name of the 
Frisians as ‘ curly-haired’ being a mere assumption); quite 
possibly it may be a mere special use of the homophonous 
F. friser FRiEzE v.!] 

1. trans. To curl or crisp (the hair); to-form 
into a mass of small, crisp curls. 

1660 Prerys Diary 22 Nov., Dressing of herself with her 
haire frized short up to her eares. 1750 F, Coventry His¢. 
Ponipey i. iii. (1785) 53/2 People who frize their hair in the 
newest fashion. 1771 SMottetTT Hmph. Clinker (1895) 
378 This machine [a tye-periwig] has been in buckle ever 
since, and now all the servants in the family were employed 
to frizz it out for the ceremony. 1777 W. WHITEHEAD Goa?’s 
Beard 32 Is’t not enough you read Voltaire, While sneering 
valets frizz your hair? 1820 Lams Zia Ser. 1. South-Sea@ 
fZo., He wore his hair. .powdered and frizzed out. 1862 H. 
Marryat Vear in Sweden I. 41 Grayish hair, frizzed, in 
short crépé curls. = 

2. zéntr. Of hair: To stand up in short crisp curls. 
Also ¢vans. To set up (hair) on end; to erect. 

1696 [see Frizzinc ZA/. a.). 1791 W. Bartram Carolina 
sox [The hair] at the crown of the fee is about two inches 
broad .. and stands frized upright. 1810 Sforting Mag. 
XXXY. 246 The lion roaring and frizzing his shaggy crest. 

3. trans. To raise a bur on (the nap of cloth). 
= FRinzeE v.1 

1806 WessTER Comfend. Dict., Friz, to form nap into 
small burs. 

4. In Leather-dressing: To rub (wash-leather, 
etc.) with pumice-stone or a blunt knife, so as to 
remove the grain, soften the surface, and give a 
uniform thickness. 

1697 [see Frizzep ffl. a.J]. 1726 Dict. Rust. (ed. 3) s,v. 
Wet-glover, Frizing is the working the Skin woolly on one 
side. 1853 C. Morrit Arts of Tanning 434 The skins, after 
having been brought to a state of pelt. .are subjected to what 
is technically termed frizing, which is a rubbing with a 
pumice stone, or working under the round edge of a blunt 
knife. 1885 C. T. Davis Leather xlii. 681 The treatment with 
the scraping-knife being generally not sufficient for complete 
frizzing, the remaining portions of the grain are removed 
with another sharp knife. 

Hence Frizzed pf/. a., Frizzing v0/. sb. andppl.a. 

¢ 1620 Z. Boyp Zion’s Flowers (1855) 117 Freez’d Minions 
all, most brave in vaunts and vowes. 1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 
2459/4 Black short frized Hair. 1696 W. MountacuE Dedights 
Holland 52 Fellows, with black frizzing Hair and great 
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Whiskers. 1697 View Penal Laws 60 To use dry, curried 
and frized Leather. c1770 Erskine Barber in Poet. Reg. 
(1810) 327 Ruin seize thee, scoundrel Coe ! Confusion on thy 
frizzing wait. 1787 Generous Attachm. 1.28 His hair wears 
the flourishes of the most skilful of the frizzing tribe. 1822 
W. Irvine Braceb, Hall (1845) 309 The barber would thrust 
out his frizzed head, with a comb sticking in it. 1856 R. 
W. Procrer Barber's Shop xxi. (1883) 204 He .. walked 
about London in his well-combed wig, frizzed and three 
tailed. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 917 Frizzing-machine, 
a machine on which the nap of woolen cloth is formed into 
a number of little prominences or tufts. 

Frizz (friz), v.2 [f. Fry v. with echoic termi- 
nation.] a. zz¢7..To make a sputtering noise in 
frying. b. trans. (See quot. 1891.) 

1835 Marryat Jac. Faithf. ix, What's that frizzing in 
your frying-pan? 1891 Hartland Gloss., Frizz or Frizsle, 
to scorch or dry up. 

Frizzle (fri-z’l), sb. [See Frizzun v.1] 

1. Frizzled hair; a short crisp curl. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 650 They curle and fold 
the haire of their head, making a hill in the midst like a hat, 
with frizzles round about. 164: Mitton Azimadv. (1851) 
1gt To rumple her laces, her frizzles, and her bobins. @ 1845 
Hoop Hymeneal Retrosp. 1. vii, Though now they look 
only like frizzles of wool, By a bramble torn off from a sheep. 
1879 Browninc Ved Bratts 32 Some blue fly Which punc- 
tured a dewy scalp where the frizzles stuck awry. 

transf. 1865 CarLyLE Fvedk. Gt. xvut. xiii, Bald crown 
of the landscape, girt with a frizzle of firwoods all round. 

+b. A frizzled wig. Obs. 

1628 Br. Hatt Righteous Mammon Wks, 720 When his 
eyes should meet with a poudred frizle. 

2. [f. the vb.] The state of being frizzled. 

18so Hawtuorne Scarlet L., Customt Ho. (1851) 39 
A wig of majestic frizzle. 

3. attrib. and Comb., as + frizele-frize, -head ; 
Jrizzle-headed, -topped adjs. 

1565 GoLpinc Ovzd’s Met. vin. (1593) 208 The frizzle 
topped wench in coorse and sluttish geere. 1778 Miss 
Burney £vediza |xxxii, Pray what do you do with that 
frizle-frize top of your own? 1840 Lapy C. Bury Hist, 
Flirt iv, Fancy him bowing his little frizzle head. 1891 T. 
Harpy Tess I. 19 A frizzle-headed brawny damsel. 

Frizzle (fri-z’), 5.2 dial. Also 7 frezel, 9 friz- 
(z)el. [? Corruption of Fusit.] (See quot. 1892.) 

1629 Z. Boyp Last Battell Soule 1266 He is euer readie 
to strik fyre with his frezell and his flint. c18r7 Hocc 
Tales & Sk. 11. 192 Putting down the frizzel, and making 
it spring up again with a loud snap, 1892 NMorthumbld. 
Gloss. 305 Frizzle, in flint and steel guns the piece of iron 
acted on by the flint to produce the explosion. 

Frizzle (friz1),v.1 Forms: 6 frisel,frysle, 6-8 
frisle, frizel(1, frizle, (7 frez-, frizil), 7— frizzle. 
[This and the related FRizziu sd. are of obscure 
origin; they occur much earlier than Frizz v. to 
curl (hair) from which they might be supposed 
to be derived ; the verb to Frinze cloth, however, 
which is etymologically identical, is older, and 
may have given rise to frzsel as a frequentative 
formation. Cf. OFris. frisle, fresle, head of hair, 

curls, North Fris. /rzessle, fressle head of hair, lock 
of hair, mod.Fris. frtsseljen, frislen to plait (esp. 
the hair) ; but the origin of these words, and their 
relation to the Eng. words, is uncertain; cf. also 
OF. fresel a comb worn in the hair.] 

1. trans. To curl (hair) in small crisp curls. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus, Calamistratus, trimmed: 
crisped : or frisled. 1573 Twyne nezd L1j, Lockes with 
bodkins frisled fine. 1631 Braruwair Lng. Gendlew. (1641) 
283 A long lock he has got, and the art to frizle it. 1707 
Curios. in Hush. & Gard. 277’Tis enough only that her 
Hair be not frizzled, 1766 [Anstey] Bath Guide xi. 41 A 
prodigious rough black Head of Hair That is frizzled and 
curl’d o’er her Neck that is bare. 1822 W. Irvine Braced. 
Halt iv. 34 Her hair .. is frizzled out and put up with pins. 
1869 TrotLore He Knew vii, Her grey hair was always 
frizzled with the greatest care. 

absol. 1576 GascoicnE Steele Gl. Epil. 15 They .. bum- 
bast, bolster, frisle, and perfume. @ 1613 Oversury A Wife 
(1638) 180 Hee studies by the discretion of his Barber, to 
frizle like a Baboone. 

+b. ?¢vansf. To adorn with frills or ruffles. Ods. 

[But possibly a distinct word. Cf. OF. /reselé frilled, 
ruffled, f. /resed frill; also ieee 

1753 Souges Costume (Percy) 231 Frizzle your elbows with 
ruffles sixteen. 1755 Lond. Mag. July 343 Circling round 
her iv’ry neck, Frizzle out the smart Vandike. 

2. intr. for ref. To form into crisp curls; to 
curl or twist wp. 

1607 TorsELL Four, Beasts (1658) 505 The dust of the 
same mixed with oyl..doth cause the hair to frisle and curl. 
1727 Brapiey am, Dict. s.v. Crown-Scab, A, .malignant 
Matter, that breaks forth at the Roots of the Hair, where it 
sticks to the Skin, and makes it frizzle and stare. 1886 Law 
Times LXXXI. 84/t The smoke and the noxious gases 
caused the leaves of the plants, etc., to curl and frizzle up. 

+3. trans. To brush or touch lightly. Cf. FRIEZE 

O12, 

1634 Pracuam Gentl, Exerc. 1. xxvi. 93 For a feather, 
Lake frizled with red lead. 1652 Wricut tr. Camus’ 
Nature's Paradox 134 The agreeable noise, which the 
Leaves of the Neighbouring Trees did make, when frizled 
by the Zephyr’s welcome Wings. 

Hence Fri-zzling #//. q. Also Fri-zzler, one 
who frizzles. 

1779 Forrest Voy. N. Guinea 95 Their comb..with which 
they now and then combed their frizzling locks. 1779-80 
Cook Voy. (2785) I. 183 In some it [hair] was of a frizzling 
disposition. 1816 J. Gitcurist Philos. Etym. 263 Mu- 
sicians, dancing-masters, perfumers, frizzlers, gilders. 
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Frizzle (friz’l), v.2 [f. Frizz v.2: see -15.] 
a. intr. = Frizz v.2 a. b. trans. To fry, toast, 
or grill (with a sputtering noise). 

a, 1839 THackErAy Fatal Boots (1869) 362 A nice fresh 
steak was frizzling on the gridiron. 1863 Confess. Ticket- 
of-Leave Man 77 Jack dropped the candle, and set some of 
the wigs frizzling. 1874 Dasent Zales F7eld 187 He heard 
the molten lead bubbling and frizzling in our clerk’s 
throat. 

b. 1858 Hawtnorne J”. & Jt. Frnls. 11. 134 When the 
sun had the fairest chance to frizzle me. 1888 BuRGoN 
Lives 12 Gd. Men1. iv. 388 To pull a herring daily from the 
string, and to frizzle it..for breakfast. : 

Hence Frizzled, Frizzling f/. adjs. Also 
Fri‘zzle sd., the action of the vb. 

18932 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tonz’s C. iv, Aunt Chloe .. pre- 
siding. .over certain frizzling items ina stewpan. 1860 A/Z 
Year Round 460 My frizzling brains. 1891 Rzztland Gloss. 
s.v. ‘The doctor says as how he’s to hev some frizzled 
mutton.’ 1894 Crocxetr Raiders (ed. 3) 35 Flounders.. 
with their tails jerking Flip, flap, in the frizzle of the pan. 

Frizzled (fri-zl’d), ff/. a. [f. Friazzue v.l + 
-ED1.] In senses of the vb.: a. of hair. Also, 
of a wig, the head: Consisting of or covered with 
crisp curls. Ofa fowl: see quot. 1885. 

1567 Drant Horace’s Art Poetrie, etc. Ciija, Mecenas, 
if I meete with the without my frisled top, Not notted 
fyne and fashion lyke. 1573 G. Harvey Le?ter-bk, (Cam- 
den) 103 A gallant friseld pate. 1598 BarckLey /e/ic, Man 
1. (1603) 272 You shall have a halter in place of your frizeled 
haire. 1650 Butwer Azzthropomiet. ii. 58 The frizled and 
over-powdered Gallants of our times. 1660 F’, Brooke tr. 
Le Blanc’s Trav. 250 Displumed geese, as likewise most 
part of the ducks were, the rest frizeled. 1725 BrapLry 
Fam. Dict. s.v. Poultry, Frisled Hens .. may also be put 
into the Yard. 1779 Forrest Voy. N. Guinea 6 He called 
it New Guinea, from the frizzled locks of the inhabitants. 
1817 Lapy GranviLte Left. June (1894) I. ror A fine, 
courteous-looking seigneur, witha grey frizzled head. 1847 
Lp. Linpsay Chr. Art I, 126 Cain is represented with 
frizzled hair. 1885 TEGETMEIER in Ezcycl. Brit. XIX. 645 
Frizzled fowls are birds in which each feather curls outwards 
away from the body. They are common in India. 

Jig. 1377 Harrison Ezgland Pref. (1877) 111, I hope that 
this foule frizeled Treatise of mine will prooue a spur to 
others better learned. 1652 BENLowEs Teofh. V. vii. 68, I 
will Neglect curl’d Phrases frizled skill. 

b. of other objects. 

1596 R. L{incue] Dzed/a (1877) 66 All tapistred with Natures 
mossie greene, Wrought ina frizled guise. 1599 THYNNE 
Animadv. (1875) 33 note, Aurifrisium frisled cloth of gold. 
1601 Hotianp Pliny I. 396 Those [citron tables] that are 
frisled with small spots standing thicke. 1613-16 W. BRowNneE 
Brit. Past. u. v. 158 The frizled coates which doe the moun- 
taines hide. 1667 Mitton P. ZL. vu. 323 The..Bush with 
frizl'd hair implicit. 1746-7 Hervey JZedzt. (1818) 101 The 
parsley, with her frizzled locks. a 1803 Beattie Haves 34 
O’er their head The furze its frizzled covering spread. 1784- 
1815 Annals of Agric., Suff. V.251 (E. D.S.) Frizled. ‘The 
straw [of the potatoes] being frizled (curled) as they callit here.’ 

Prizzling (fri-zlin), vd. sd. [f. Frizzun v.1 + 
-Inc 1] The action of the yb. FR1zzLzE in various 
senses; an instance of this. Also attrib. 

1s92 T. Timme Tex Eng. Lepers F iij, The divell himselfe 
was the first inventer of .. frizling. 16rz Coryat Crudities 
261 A frisling or crisping pinne ofiron. 1633 PRYNNE Histriom. 
I. vi. i, 303 Meretricious Paintings, Frizlings, Pouldrings, 
Attyrings, and the like. 1862 Sata Accepted Addr.128 No 
frizzling tongs had ever been heard of in their vicinity. 


Frizzly (frizli), 2. [f. Frizzpesd.1+-y1.] Full 
of frizzles or crisp curls. 

1707 J. STEVENS tr. Ouevedo’s Com. Wks. (1709) 370 Frizly 
black .. Hair, 1782 Evruinston tr. Martial 11, xxxvi. 103 
Nor with frizzly shock, nor frowsy hair, 1833 Loner. 
Outre-Mer Prose Wks. 1886 I. 264 The crisping, frizzly 
waves glide in snaky folds. 1882 Day of Rest 206 The 
under steward—whose frizzly unkempt head of hair stood 
out..round his head like a halo. 

Frizzy (frizi), a. [f. Frizz sb.+-yl] Of, 
pertaining to, or resembling a frizz. 

1870 Dasent Aznals (ed. 4) I. 339 A thing with frizzy 
hair all down her neck. 1876 Gro. Exior Daz. Der. 1. 217 
Mr. Lush’s .. strong black grey-besprinkled hair of frizzy 
thickness. 1881 TyLor Axthrofol. 72 The Africans show 
the woolly or frizzy kind [of hair]. 


+ Ero, sd. Obs.—' [?a. ON. fré in the same 
sense.] Comfort, relief. 

@1310 in Wright’s Lyric P. xxxvi. 100 Of myne deden 
fynde y non fro. 

Fro (frou), Sc. frae (frZ), prep. (adv., conj.). 
Forms: a, (chiefly zorth. and Sc.) 2-7 fra, 5-6 fray, 
(6 fre, frea), 8-9 frac; B. 2- fro, (4-5 froo, 
7 frow). [a. ON. frd, corresp. to OE. fram, From.] 

A. prep. (Now only Sc. and dal.) 

1. =F Rom in all its senses. 

a, ¢1z00 OrMIN air Fra piss da33 pu shallt ben dumb. 
Ibid, 1265 Swa ferr fra Godess riche. a@ 1300 Cursor M. 479 
(Gétt.) Lucifer..fell For his pride fra heuen to hell. c¢xq400 
Maunbev. (Roxb.) Pref. 1 To. .delyuer vs fra deed withouten 
end. 1563-7 Bucuanan Reform. St. Andros Wks. (1892) 9 
Euery Satterday fra ane efter none to four houris. 1558 
Kennepy Compend. Tractiue in Wodr. Soc. Misc. (1844) 103 
To discerne the rycht understanding of the Scripture fra the 
wrang. 1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. 163 To abstein 
fra flesh. 1788 Burns Naebody, I'll borrow frae nae-body. 
1803 Worpsw. Yarrow Unv. v, Fair hangs the apple frae 
therock. 1816 Scorr A #ig. ix, After his walk frae the manse. 
1876 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 174 You canna 
tell a tree frae atether. 1877 V. W. Linc. Gloss., Fra, from. 

B. cx1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 111 Pis longe weie pe he ferde 
fro heuene to helle. c 1250 Gex. § £2.89 God ledde hem fro 
helle niz3t to paradises leue lizt. ¢1374 CHAucer Comp. 
Mars 256 Whan hit was fro his possession, ¢1380 WycLIF 





FRO, 


Serm, Sel. Wks. I. 138 And pus semen oure religious to be 
exempte fro charite. 1382 — 2 Sam. xxiv. 15 Fro Dan vnto 
Bersabee. ¢ 1386 Cuaucrer Reeve’s 7. 1 At Trumpington, nat 
fer fro Cantebrigge. 1393 Lanct. P. P2. C.1. 54 Clopede hem 
in copis, to be knowe fro obere. 1423 Jas. I Kingis Q.lii, Fro 
this day forth. c1449 Pecock Ref~. 1.1.7 Fro al resonyng. 
1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. xliv. 29 They went fro toune to 
toune. 1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 15 [He] gyueth 
fro hymselfe frely. 1581 Stpnry Astv. § Stella ix, Where 
you may haue some defence Fro the storms in my breast 
breeding. 1611 SHaks. Cyd. v. v. 261 Why did you throw 
your wedded Lady fro you? @1631 DonNE Poens (1650) 29 
Can cal vow’d men fro cloysters, dead from tombs. 1884 
Cheshire Gloss., Fro, from. 

+b. In verse frequently placed after its sb. (esp. 
asarime-wd.). Ods. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 16814+20 Or pai parted hom froo, 1362 
Lanct. P. Pl. A. u. 34 When heo was me fro, I loked and 
byhelde. c1400 Rov. Rose 4120 That I mote goo So fer the 
fresh floures froo. c 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 258 That 
no tratur stylle his cors you fray. c1470 Henry Wadlace 
vit. 837 Bot othir dede, or ellis fled thaim fray. 1549-62 
SrerNHOLD & H. Ps. xxx. 13 The mourning weede thou 
tookest me fro. 1580 SIDNEY A7cadia (1622) 87 Pas thought 
it hell, while he was Cosma fro. 1805 Scorr Last Minstr. 
11. xvi, Well could he hit a fallow-deer Five hundred feet 
him fro. 

+e. Fro oneself: ‘beside oneself’, out of one’s 
wits. Clean fro: quite contrary to. (Cf. From 8 b.) 

1483 Vulearia abs Terentio 18b, I am fro my selfe for 
angyre. 1483 Caxton G. de la Tour Biij, She bycam al 
frantyke and fro herself. 1525 Lp. Berners /7oiss. II. 
ccxix, [ccxv.] 676 They had spyces ynoughe, and bredde 
made of mylke, clene fro the nature of Fraunce, c¢1530 — 
Arth, Lyt. Bryt.(1814) 111 He was so sore dyspleased, that 
he was nye therwyth fro him selfe. 

2. Followed by other prepositions. (Cf. From 16.) 

a1300 Cursor M. 14407 Fra amang pat cursed ledd. 
c 1340 /bid. 25596 (Fairf.) Pou was tane fra of fe crosse. 1382 
WycuiF Yosh. viii. 11 Fro a3ens of the citee [Vulg. ex ad- 
verso civitatis]. 1382 — Luke i. 78 He spryngynge vp fro 
an hi3 hath visytid vs. c1400 Gamelyn 803 Tho come 
Gamelyn fro under be wode-rys.  @1592 Martowe & NasHE 
Dido 111.(Rtldg.) 262/2 But I will tear thy eyes fro forth thy 
head. 1813 Hocc Queen's Wake 7o Than up there rase ane 
wee wee man Franethe the moss-gray stane. 

+38. With an adverb in place of a sb.-object. 
(Cf. From 15.) £70 Jan dat: from the time that. 
froforth: ? =from this time forth. Ods. 

¢1200 ORMIN 17970 He bhatt fra bibufenn comm. c¢12g0 
Gen. & Ex. 188 Fro San Sat he sinjen bi-gan. a 1300 Cursor 
M. 932 Eue fra pan hir cald adam. dz. 10976 Pou sal be 
dumb fra nu. Jézd. 20078 For quam i com dun fra o-bouen. 
c1340 Hamrote Ws. (Horstman) I. 187 Sothely fra thy- 
thene Inrysesa gret lufe. 1377 Lanet. P. PZ. B. 111.109 Cam 
late fro bizunde. c1449 Pecock Regsr. 1. xii. 63 Be waar 
therfore frohens forthward. /ézd, 11. ix. 197 Whanne he were 
departid frothens. a@ 1533 Lp. Berners Huon Ixxxi. 243 Ye 
may go fro hens forth where ye lyst. 1536 in Strype Zcc/. 
Mem. (1721) I. xxxv. 271 It is to trust..that party will also 
froforth. .own to law all other abusions. 

+4. Of, concerning. Cf. ON. frd. rare. 

: c1300 Harrow. Hell 28 More wo Then i con ou telle 
YO. 

B. adv. In a direction or position that is remote 
or apart; away. Now only in phr. fo and fro (see 
To); for which rarely fro (fra) and till. + To do 
jro: toremove. Also, contrary, against. Of or 
fro: for or against. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M. 8927 Par was a stank bot littel fra Hight 
piscina probatica. /ézd, 11937 Pat water moght rin fra and 
till, Vte of be flum al atte will. cx1q4z0 Pallad. on Husb. 
x11. 197 Whan they come vp the smallest fro they do, So 
that the saddist faster may ascende. c¢1450 HoLLanp 
Hlowlat 270 Sum said to and sum fra, Sum nay and sum 
3a. . 1562 Child-Marriages (E. E. T. S.) 204 He sais he 
cannot say anythinge of his honesty, of nor fro. 1576 
Fieminc Panopl. Epist. Epit, Aiijb, Passage to, fro, and 
through without danger. 

+b. Comb., as fro-leadey = ABDUCTOR I. Obs. 

1615 Crooxe Body of Man 749 Called the Fro-leader or 
the muscle of Indignation or the Wayward muscle. 

+ C. conj. (Chiefly orth.) Obs. 

1. From the time that, from the moment when; 
as soon as, when. - Also, fra that. 

13.. £. £. Allit. P. B. 1325, & al bur3 dome of Daniel, 
fro he deuised hade, Pat alle goudes com of god. 1375 Bar- 
Bour Sruce 1, 141 And fra he wyst quhat charge thai had, 
He buskyt hym, but mar abad. /d7d. 581 Fra at the Brwce 
to dede war brocht. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Petrus 536 And 
fra Marcellus bis cane se, He had parof rycht mekil wondir. 
c¢1400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxiv. 10g And, fra I come bare, 
I knewe wele pat it was oberwise. c1q4s0 St. Cuthbert 
(Surtees) 39 Fra he was eght 3ers ald. /dzd. 3435 Fra pat 
god my saule willhaue. 14.. Plispton Corr. (1839) 28, lam 
siker he will thank you full hartely, fro [ lett him witt. 15.. 
[Dunsar] Gi/3e wald lufe 14 Poems (1893) 312 And he that 
is of hairt yntrew, Fra he be kend, fair weill, adew. 1513 
Douctias 4@nezs vi. x. 1 Fra that the ancyant nun of Dan 
Phebus Thir wordis endit had. ; 

2. In a logical sense: Since, seeing that. 

1535 STEWART Crvox. Scot. II. 701 Syne efter him Alexander 
his bruther .. Efter his deid succeidit in his steid, Fra this 
Edgair withoutin child wes deid. 1585 Jas. I Zss. Poesie 
(Arb.) 43 Then, fra I saw (as I already told) How men com- 
plaind. 1609 Skene Reg. JZajz, 102 Fra the follower haue 
founden borgh lawfullie. 

+ Fro, v. Obs. rave—*. [?f. Fro adv.] zntr. 
? To go frowardly or untowardly, be unsuccessful. 

1589 Mirr. Mag., Dk. York xxiii, God that causeth thinges 
to fro or frame. 

Fro, obs. form of Frow, Dutchwoman. 

Froam, ? erron. form of FREAM. 


Froat, Froath, vars, of Frot, Froru. 


FROCK. 


Frob, obs. var. of THROB. 

Frock (frek), sd. Forms: 4-5 frokke, 5 frogge, 
4-6 frok(e, Sc. or north. frog, 6-7 frocke, 6- 
frock. [a. F. foc (recorded from 12th c.); of un- 
certain origin. 

Cf. Pr. floc frock, med.L. froccus, floccus. Some scholars 
regard the /7- forms as the original, and identify the word 
with L. jloceus, OF. floc Frock sb.2 Others regard /roc 
as adopted from a Teut. word, OHG. hroch (once), OS. hroc 
(once), OFris. ivokk (rare); but in these forms it is believed 
by many Germanists that the 47- is a misspelling without 
phonetic significance, the usual forms being OHG. voch 
(mod.Ger. vock), OF ris. rvokk, OE. voce.) 

1, A long habit with large open sleeves; the outer 
and characteristic dress of a monk. avely, a 
cassock (of an Anglican clergyman). Hence, the 
priestly office which it indicates. Cf. UnFRocK v. 

1350 Durh. MS. Cha. Roll, In xj pannis. . preter ij frokkes, 
1362 Lanct. P. PZ. A. v. 64 Of a freris frokke were the fore- 
sleuys. c1440 Promp. Parv. 179/2 Froke, monkes habyte 
. .cuculla. 1466 Paston Lett. No. 549 Il. 270 For a cope 
called a frogge of worsted for the Prior of Bromholm xxvis. 
viiid. 1548 Upatt Zrasm. Par. Luke xix. 3-4 An other 
poynteth to some one of the pharisaical sort, clad in a blacke 
frocke or cope. 1683 TempLe Jem. Wks. 1731 I. 465 A 
French Monk, who some time since had left his Frock for 
a Petticoat. 1762 H. Watrote Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. I. 
iii. 51 As the frock of no religious order ever was green, 
this cannot be meant for a friar. 1810 Scotr Lady of L. 
ut. iv, The Hermit by it stood, Barefooted, in his frock and 
hood. 1887 W. GLappEN Parish Problems 333 It was 
the utterance of such words as these that cost the great 
Carmelite preacher [Father Hyacinthe] his frock. 

2. An upper garment worn chiefly by men; along 
coat, tunic, or mantle. 

13.. &. £. Allit. P. B. 1742 Pe kyng comaunded anon to 
clebe pat wyse, In frokkes of fyn clob. 1375 Barsour Bruce 
x. 375 With blak froggis all helit thai The Armouris at thai 
on thame had. cx14z5 Wyntoun Cvox. VII. xxxvili. 57 
Ilkane a gud Burdowne in hand, And royd Frogis on bare 
Armyng. c¢ 1460 Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 241, I wold be 
fayn of this frog [Christ’s coat] myght it fall vnto me. 
1500-z0 DunBAr Poets li. 3 To giff a doublett he is als doure, 
As it war off ane futt syd frog. 1527 Lanc. Wilds I. 6 And 
also that he geiff to Richard Fene a jakett called my frocke. 
1611 Biste “cclus. xl. 4 From him that weareth purple, and 
a crown, voto him that is clothed with a linnen frocke. 
1649 G. Daniet 77inarch., Hen. V, clxxix, Another girds 
his Frock, wtt a sure Thonge. 1700 DrypDENn Sigiswz. & 
Guisc. 144 Yet (for the wood perplexed with thorns he 
knew) A frock of leather o’er his limbs he drew. 1848 W. H. 
Ke tty tr. LZ. Blanc’s Hist. Ten Years 11. 559 Kings at 
arms covered with long frocks of cloth of gold. 

jig. 1604 SHAks. Ham. 1. iv. 164 (Qo. 2) That monster 
custome. .to the vse of actions faire and good..giuesa frock 
or Liuery That aptly is put on to refraine night. 

b. Frock of mail: a defensive garment, armour. 
Cf. coat of mail. 

1671 Mitton Samson 133 Samson..Made arms ridiculous, 
useless the..frock of mail Adamantean proof. 1835 Brown- 
1NG Paracelsus 111. 715, I have addressed a frock of heavy 
mail, Yet may not join the troop of sacred knights. 

Jig. 1841-4 Emerson £ss., Politics Wks. (Bohn) I, 244 
The gladiators in the lists of power feel, through all their 
frocks of force and simulation the presence of worth. 

3. A loose outer garment worn by peasants and 
workmen ; an overall; more fully smock-frock. 

«1668 Davenant News front Plymouth iw.i, Cable. Come 
your affair, Squire of the Frock ! Briefly Dispatch! Where 
is this courteous Damsel? Porter. At my House, Sir. 
1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P.95 Flesh-coloured Vests, 
somewhat like our Brickmakers Frocks. 1724 DE For Jem. 
Cavalier (1840) 237, I had pistols under my grey frock. 1777 
Warson PAilip 1/7 (1839) 525 Three officers. . disguised like the 
peasants of that country with long frocks. 1840 R. H. Dana 
Bef. Mast xxxvi. 136 The duck frocks for tarring down 
rigging. 1883 C. WaLrorp airs 153 Dealers in haubergs, 
or waggoners’ frocks. 

b, A wearer of a smock-frock; a poor person. 

1612 W. Parkes Curtaine-Dr. (1876) 25 The rich and the 
poore, euen from the furd gown to the sweating frock. 1625 
B. Jonson Staple of N. v.1i, Porter. Sir, I did give it him. 
P. sen. What..A frock spend sixpence ! 

ce. A woollen ‘guernsey’ or ‘jersey’ worn by 
sailors ; esp. in Guernsey or Jersey frock. 

1811 W. Tuom Hist. Aberd. vi. 150 Besides stockings, 
they make frocks, mitts, and all sorts of hosiery. 1825 
Jamizson, Jrock, a sort of worsted netting worn by sailors, 
often in lieu of a shirt. 1856 Emerson Lug. Traits, Voy. 
Eng. Wks. (Bohn) II. 13 The sailors have dressed him in 
[a] Guernsey frock. 1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Frog, 
an old term for a seaman’s coat or frock. Jdid., Yersey 
Jrocks, woollen frocks supplied to seamen. 

4, The outer garment, for indoor wear, of women 
and children, consisting of a bodice and skirt; a 
gown, dress. 

The word is now applied chiefly to the garment worn by 
children and young girls, cf. short frock; that worn by 
women is commonly called a dvess; gown is also current, 
though (exc. in the U.S.) less generally. (But in the 
language of fashionable society the use of frock for ‘ dress’ 
has within the last few years been revived.) 

1538 Bury Wills (Camden) 134, I wyll my goddowter 
and seruant, shall haue my wosted kyrtell .. and my froke. 
1550 CrowLty Way to Wealth 325 Let youre wiues 
therefore put of theire fine frockes and Frenche hoodes. 
1613 Drayton Poly-ol, xviii, 284 And on her loynesa frock 
with many a swelling pleate, 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4117/4 
Cloathed with a red Damask Coat, with blue Flowers, and 
over it a white Holland Frock. did. No. 4149/4 James 
Smith, upwards of 4 years of Age, in a hanging Sleeve Coat, 
and a painted Frock..is missing. 1755 JOHNSON s. v. Frock, 

kind_ of gown for children. 1818 La Belle Assemblée 
XVII. No. 108. 87/2 The newest ball-dress is composed of 
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a frock of tulle, over a rose-coloured slip of satin. 1833 
Hr. Martineau Three Ages m. 108 Striving to patch up once 
more the girl’s frock and the boy’s coat. 1867 TROLLOPE 
Chron. Barset 11. xlv. 9, I don’t think I’ve ever been in 
London since I wore short frocks. 1882 Miss Brappon J/?. 
Royal Il. vii. 143 Fishky..looked lovely in her white satin 
frock and orange-blossoms. 1884 Girl’s Own Paper 28 June 
618/3, I think ‘frock’ seems to be applied to the morning 
costume, and ‘dress’ to that of evening only. 1889 BARRIE 
Window in Thrums 172 There could never be more than a 
Sabbath frock and an everyday gown for her. 

5. A coat with long skirts. In mod. quots. = 
FROCK-COAT. 

1719 Dr For Crusoe u. vi, A light coat like a frock. 1748 
Smociett Rod. Rand. (1812) I. 387 A gentleman dressed in 
a green frock came in. 1770 RicHarpson Avecd. Russian 
Emp. 325 A light blue frock with silver frogs. _ 1839-40 W. 
Irvine Wolfert’s R. (1855) 162, I observed the Duke of 
Wellington .. He was alone, simply attired in a blue frock. 
1855 THACKERAY Wezcomes I. 128 Dine in your frock .. if 
your dress-coat is in the country. 1876 Besant & Rice 
Gold. Butterfly \11. 194 The coat..a comfortable easy old 
frock, a little baggy at the elbows. ¥e 

b. A coat of a similar ‘ cut’ used as a military 
uniform ; sec. see quot. 1881. 

1753 Hanway Tvav. (1762) I. vit. xcii. 422 He..appears.. 
always in his regimentals, which are a blue cloth frock 
with silver brandenburgs. 188: WitueLm J7/zlit. Dict., 
Frock, in the British service, the undress regimental coat 
of the guards, artillery, and royal marines. 1890 19¢/ Cent. 
Nov. 842 The stable jacket will retain its freshness, as its 
owner drills in his ‘service frock’. ‘ 2 

6. attrib. and Comd., frock-body; frock-like adj. ; 
+ frock-clothes, -dress (vare), dress of which a 
frock-coat is a part: so frock-suit; + frock- 
man = 3 b; frock-uniform, undress uniform 
(see 5 b). 

1862 F. Witrorp Maiden of our own day 97, 1 can make 
this *frock-body while you are making the skirt. 1769 
Public Advertiser 1 June 3/2 Silk Cloths .. for Gentlemens 
Dress and *Frock Cloaths. 1854 J. BucHanan in Harper's 
Mag. Jan. (1884) 256/1, I was invited ‘in *frock dress’ to 
the dinner. 1886 W. J. Tucker /. Europe 183 From be- 
neath his vest there hung. .the *frock-like ‘ gatya’ (drawers) 
of the Magyar peasant. 1657 REEVE God’s Plea for Nineveh 
u. 46 If ye fight for the wall, let not the *frokman take 
the right hand of you in worth, 18:0 WELLINGTON in 
Gurw. Desf. VI. 591 We..shall be highly flattered by your 
company. . whether in full or in *frock uniforms. 

Hence Fro‘ckhood, the state of being dressed in 
a (short) frock; + Fro‘ckified #//. a., clad in a 
(monk’s) frock. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais w. xlvi. (1737) 186 A frockify’d 
Hobgoblin. 1861 Wynter Soc. Bees 124 How many Billies 
and Bobbies, revelling in all the glorious ease of frockhood, 
have you not reduced to the cruel purgatory of breeches. 

Frock (frgk), v. [f. Frock sé.] trans. To pro- 
vide with or dress in a frock; Z¢. and jig. b. To 
invest (a person) with priestly office or privilege. 
Cf. UNFROCK v. 

1828 W.S. Lanvor Ws, (1846) I. 535/2 A gentleman whom 
perhaps nothing but the hope of gratifying his amiable 
passions had cowled and frocked. 1860 Add Year Round 
No. 54. 79, I have seen baby London short-coated, and 
frocked, and breeched. 1878 Browninc Poets Croisic xcv, 
Ill.. femininely frock, Your poem masculine that courts 
La Rocque. 1896 Farrpairn in Contenp. Rev. Mar. 315 
Founding a Jerusalem bishopric and frocking its new bishop. 

Fro'ck-coa‘t. A double-breasted coat with 
skirts extending almost to the knees, which are not 
cut away but of the same length in front as behind. 

1823 Spirit Pub. Fruls. (1824) 60 A regularly built green 
frock coat, not forgetting the velvet collar. 1835 WILLIs 
Pencillings Il. xliv. 46 He sat on a divan, cross-legged, in 
a military frock-coat. 1836-7 Dickens Sk. Boz (1850) 192/z 
He usually wore a brown frock-coat, without a wrinkle. 
1886 Hatt Caine Sox of Hagar u. xvi, There was John 
Proudfoot, the blacksmith, uncommonly awkward in a 
frock coat. ; 

Hence Frock-coa‘ted #/. a., wearing a frock- 
coat. 

1852 R. S. Surtees Sfonge’s Sp. Tour (1893) 205 The 
people .. could hardly recognise the frock-coated, fancy- 
vested, military-trousered swell as Lord Scamperdale. 

Frocked (frpkt), pple. and ppl. a. [f. Frock 
sb. and v. + -ED.] Dressed in a frock. 

2e1550 Robin Consc. 167 in Hazl. £. P. P. 111. 238, I will 
goe frocked and ina french hood. 1830 TENNyson Poems 
146 Both in bloomwhite silk are frockéd. 1860 HawrHorne 
Marb, Faun xxi. (1883) 226 Frocked and hooded skeletons. 
1868 Gro. Exior Sf. Gifsy 318 The Father came bare- 
headed, frocked, a rope Around his neck, 

Frocking (frp‘kin). [f. Frock sb.+-1nel. Cf. 
CoatinG.] Material for (smock-)frocks. 

1864 LowELL Moosehead Frul., Fireside Trav, 112 Enor- 
mous cowhide boots, over which large blue trousers of frock- 
ing strove in vain to crowd themselves. 

Frockless (frg'klés), a. [f. Frock sd. +-nuss.] 
Without a frock. 

1880 Daily News 1 Nov. 2/5 Brissac privately orders a 
guard to be set over the frockless friars. 

+ Fro‘dils. Ots. Also 7frodels. [shortened 
ad. Fr. afrodille: see AFFODILL.] = AFFODILL I, 

1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 146 Two pound of 
the Roots of Frodels. 1725 Braptry Ham, Dict.s.v. Mange, 
The Roots of Frodils two Pounds. 

Froe, frow (frau). Now chiefly U.S. Also 
6-7 frower, 7 frowe, frau, 8 fro. [The synony- 
mous FRoMWARD suggests that the earliest form 

JSrower represents a subst. use of FRowWARD a. in the 











FROG. 


lit. sense ‘turned away’, the reference being to the 
position of the handle.] 

1. A wedge-shaped tool used for cleaving and 
riving staves, shingles, etc. It has a handle in the 
plane of the blade, set at right angles to the back. 

1573 Tusser Husd. xvii. (1878) 36 A frower of iron, for 
cleauing of lath. 1616 J. Lane Cont. Sgr.'s T. ix. 63 In- 
castinge stooles, ropes, froes, chaines..and all trassh whatso- 
ever. 1624 Capt. SmitH Virginia w. Wks. (Arb.) 608 Tooles 
[required] .. 5 frowes to cleaue pale. 1668 WorLipGE 
Dict. Rust.. A Frower, an Edge-tool used in cleaving 
Lath. 1685 R. Burton Eng. Ewip. Amer. x. 149 A set of 
Wedges and Fraus..to every family. 1775 Romans His¢. 
Florida 182 A river or splitter, who rives them [trees] with 
the fro. 1851 S. Jupp Margaret xvi. (1871) 137 With froe 
in one hand and mallet in the other. 1874 Knicur Dict, 
Mech. 1. 918 Frow (Coopering). 

+2. (See quot.; perh. a distinct word.) Obs. 

1594 Piat Yewell-ho. 111.20 Those warming pinnes. . which 
of some are called Froes, and being put into their cases, 
and those cases wrapped in linnen bagges, doe serve to heate 
beddes. 

Froe, obs. form of Frow, Dutchwoman. 

Frog! (frgg). Forms: 1 frogga, 2-7 frogge, 
4 frock, 5 froke, (4 froge, 5 frugge), 7 frogg, 
5- frog. P/. 2 froggen, 3 wroggen. [OE. frogga 
wk. masc.; a hypocoristic formation (peculiar to 
Eng.), from the root contained in the various Teut. 
synonyms, of which there are three different types: 
(1) OR. frox, (*frosc), forse str. masc. (see FRosH) 
=Dnu. vorsch, OHG. forsk (MHG. vorsch, mod.G. 

Frosch), ON. frosk-r:—OTeut. *frosko-z; (2) ME. 
ride, Froud, frog or toad, related by ablaut to 
ON. fraud-r, OSw. pl. frddhtr (Da. fro) ;_ cf. OF. 
SJroit, frot toad, which is perh. of Scandinavian 
origin; (3) ON. /frawke, whence perh. the ME. 
Jroke, given among the forms of the present word. 

The etymological relation between the various Teut. words 
involves some unsolved difficulties. Some scholars, on the 
ground of OE. /rogga, and ON. frauke, assume a root end- 
ing ina guttural, and explain OTeut. */rvosko- as =*/roh-sko-. 
This does not account for the ME. frzde, ON. fraud-r, and 
hence it has been suggested that the common root of all the 
words is frud- ( frod-), fraud-, friid-; OTeut. frud-+suffix 
-ko- would by phonetic law become */vosko-; the ON. 

Jrauke appears to be for */raudke. With regard to OF. 
Jrogga it may be remarked that the ending -gga occurs in 
several other names of animals: cf. stagga, docga, wicga. 
It is possible that /vogga may owe its form to the analogy 
of other animal names with this termination. 

1. A tailless amphibious animal of the genus 
Rana, or, in wider sense, of the family Ranide. 

The Promp. Parv. (Norfolk, ¢1440) explains /rogge, 
Jrugge as meaning ‘toad’ (4/0), while the forms /roke and 
Jrosche are said to mean ‘frog’ (vavza). It is not known 
whether this distinction was recognised in the Norfolk 
dialect of the time; modern East Anglian glossaries do not 
mention it. 

¢ 1000 /ELFric Gloss, in Wr.-Wiilcker 122/10 Rana, frogga. 
c1o00oo — Hom. Il. 192 He afylde eal heora land mid 
froggum. cx175 Lamb, Hom. 51 Per wunied in-ne. .3eluwe 
froggen and crabben. 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 69 For it alles 
com forp, yt was a foul frogge. a1300 Vox § Wolf 256 
Wroggen haueth his dou iknede. 13.. JZ. E. Glosses in 
Rel, Ant. 1. 80 Frock, veyne. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 
IV. 397 Pey..made hym unwitynge drinke a frogge. ¢ 1440 
Pronp. Parv, 180/1 Froke or frosche..vana. 1486 Bk. St. 
Albans Civb, Yeue hir a frogge for to eete. 1555 EDEN 
Decades Pref. (Arb.) 53 Leaste .. thou bee lyke vnto Isopes 
frogges, 1605 Suaks. Macb. 1. i. 14 Eye of Newt, and Toe 
of Frogge. 1653 WALTON Angler vii. 145 The Pike will eat 
venemous things (as some kind of Frogs are). 1698 G. 
Tuomas Pennsylv. (1848) 16 There is another sort of Frog 
that crawls up the Tops of Trees. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. 
Hist. (1776) VII. 73 The frog..can live several days under 
water, without any danger of suffocation. 1802 BincLEY 
Anim. Biog. (1813) II. 389 The Edible Frog. 1840 Hoop 
bd the Rhine 129 Amongst the fossils isa complete series of 

rogs. 
b. In various proverbial expressions. 

1548 UDALL, etc. Hrasm. Par. Fohn Pref. 4 The whiche 
peraduenture will. .saye yt I geue frogges wine, as the Greke 
prouerbe speaketh. @1555 LaTIMER in Foxe A. & J. (1684) 
III. 413 Well, I have fished and caught a Frog; brought 
little to pass with much ado. 1603 DreKKer Grissil v. i, 
Old M[aster] you haue fisht faire and caught a frog. 1823 
Locknart Reg. Dalton v1. i. (1842) 345 Whose coat was as 
bare of nap as a frog’s is of feathers. 

2. Applied to certain animals more or less resem- 
bling frogs, e.g. the FroG-FisH or ANGLER 2. 

1769 PENNANT Zoo/. (1776) III. 106, I have changed the old 
name of Fishing Frog to the more simple one of Angler. 1855 
Ocitvie Suppl., vag, Frog-fish, names sometimes applied 
to. .(Lophius piscatorius) the angler. 1885 ‘T. RoosEVELT 
Hunting Trips vi. 191 The horned frog is not a frog at all, 
but a lizard. 

8. As a term of abuse applied to a man or woman, 
Also, +a Dutchman. 

¢ 1330 R. Brunner Chvon. Wace (Rolls) 1782 Formest was 
sire Gogmagog, He was most, bat foule froge. 1535 LyNDE- 
say Satyre 2136 Ane Frog that fyles the winde. 1626 L. 
Owen Sec. Jesuit. (1629) 54 These infernall frogs [Jesuits] 
are crept into the West and East Indyes. 1652 Season. Exp. 
Netherl, 2 Neither had I ever wished the charming of those 
Froggs [the Dutch]. : ° 

4. A name given to certain diseases of the throat 
or mouth. 

1656 Ripciey Pract. Physick 174 The Frog—It is aswell- 
ing under the Tongue that is common to children. 1748 tr. 
Renatus’ Distemp. Horses 235 Little Frogs, Pushes or 
Swellings in the Tongues of Oxen. 1876 Mid-Vorksh. Gloss., 
Frog-i-t'-mouth, a popular name for the complaint known as 


FROG. 


the thrush. 1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., Frog, the thrush, or 
aphthous stomatitis, of infants. 

5. =frog-stool. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. cviii. (Tollem. MS.), 
Yf itis doo amonge frogges [1535 frogge stoles: Lat. /uzgos] 
& venemouse meetes, it..quencheb all pe venym, 

6. Brickmaking. (See quot.) 

1876 Sir E. Becketr Lk, Brild. 162 Making bricks with 
a hollow in one or both faces which I have heard absurdly 
called a frog. 

7. attrib.and Como, a. attributive, as frog-colour, 
-concert, -green, -kind, -pit, -tribe; frog-like adj. ; 
b. objective, as Srogyjishing ; ¢. parasynthetic, as 
Jrog-coloured, -hearted, -voiced adjs. 

1836 B. D. Watsu Avistoph., Knights. iii, Died himself 
*Frog-colour. 1817 Cotermpce Bog. Lit, 238 Many of 
the faces round me assumed a very doleful and *frog- 
coloured appearance. 1837 Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. 
II. 184 We were being treated with a *frog-concert. 1889 
Century Dict., *Frog-jishing, the act or practice of fishing 
for frogs with hook, line, and rod; frogging. 1890 Dazly 
News 20 Nov. 2/: The small bonnet ., is in *frog-green 
velvet. 1846 E. FirzGrratp Le/¢. (1894) I. 201 A *frog- 
hearted wretch. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist, (1776) VI. 97 The 
*Frog kind. 156x Daus tr. Budlinger on Apoc. (1573) 
225b, By their complaintes ., and disputations altogether 
*frogge-lyke and fenlyke, they be hatefull both to God and 
men. 1842S. Lover Handy Andy xix. 176 Asloudashis frog- 
like voice permitted. 1615 J. SrepHens Satyr. Ess. A viij b, 
They that take From puddles or dull *Frog-pits, never make 
Themselves nor others happy. 1849-52 Topp Cycl. Anat. 
IV, 1213/1 The larva, resembling in appearance a *frog-tad- 
pole. 185: Carpenter Manx. Phys, (ed. 2) 396 The *Frog 
tribe, which forms the lowest order of Reptiles. 1799 CoLr- 
RIDGE Left. (1895) 308 You ill-looking *frog-voiced reptile ! 

8. Special comb.: frog-back, a ‘ back’ at leap- 
frog ; frog-catcher (see quot.); frog-clock, ? = 
Srog-hopper; frog-crab, a member of the crusta- 
ceous genus Ravina; frog-dance, ? a kind of horn- 
pipe in which the performer crouches down in a frog- 
like attitude; frog-eater, one who eats frogs, a term 
contemptuously applied to Frenchmen; so frog- 
eating ~p/.a.; frog-hopper, a group of homo- 
pterous insects of the family Cercopzde, so called 
from their shape and leaping powers ; frog’s horn- 
pipe (see frog-dance); frog-paddock, a large 
kind of frog; frog-pecker, a heron; frog-pike, 
frog-plate, frog-shell (see quots.); frog-spit, 
-spittle, (2) =CuoKoo-spit2 1; (6)=/rog-spawn ; 
frog-tongue (see quot.). 

@1861 Mrs. Brownine Lett. R. H. Horne (1877) I. 258 
Everybody was bound to run at the ‘ *frog-back’ given, and 
do his best. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. 1. 212 Quaw bird or 
*Frog Catcher, Ardea clemata. 1653 W. Lauson Comme. F. 
Diennys) Secr. Angling in Arb. Garner 1, 196 Washing down 
worms, flies, *frog-clocks, etc. 1879 Rossiter Dict. Sci. 
Terms,* Frog crab,Ranina: can climb trees, etc. 1895 Westz. 
Gaz. 30 Oct. 1/2 A ‘*frog-dance’, cleverly executed by a 
budding barge-builder of seventeen. 1863 G. Krartey Links 
in Chain viii. 179 M. de Lacépéde was a “frog eater. 1889 
Century Dict., *Frog-eating. 1711 Phil. Trans. XXVIII. 
351 Lhe remaining Ravatre, or *Froghoppers. 1857 Livinc- 
STONE 7 av. (1861) 281 Our own ‘ frog-hopper’ (Aphrophora 
spumaria) or ‘cuckoo-spit’. 1844 Dickens Mart. Chiuz. xi, 
A dancing step .. commonly called the *Frog’s Hornpipe. 
1653 WALTON Azgler vii. 151 The green Frog..is by Topsel 
taken to be venemous; and so is the Padock, or *Frog- 
Padock, which usually keeps or breeds on the land. 1825 
Scorr Betrothed xxiii, I will shew you one of these *frog- 
peckers. 1867 SmytTH Sazlor’s Word-bk., *Frog-pike, a 
female pike, so called from its period of spawning being late, 
contemporary with the frogs. 1867 J. Hoce Microsc. 1. il. 
110 A *Frog-plate for viewing the circulation of the blood 
in the web of a frog’s foot. 1855 OcILviE Suppl., */7og- 
shell, the name applied to various species of shells of the 
genus Ranella. a@ 1825 Forsy Voc. EL. Anglia, *Frog-spit. 
1855 Ocitvir Suppl., Cuckoo-spittle or *frog-spittle (A phvo- 
phora spumaria). 1822-34 Good’s Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 94 
‘The Ranula or *frog-tongue, is a tumour under the tongue. 

b. In various plant-names, as frog-bit, (@) 
Hydrocharis Morsus-ranx, an aquatic plant; (2) 
Limnobium Spongta, a similar plant of America ; 
frog-cheese, (a) (see quot. 1866) ; (4) Malva syl- 
vestrts (cf. SHEESESO.1 5); frog(’s-foot, duckweed 
(Lemna) ; frog-grass, (2) =CRAB-GRASS I; “+ (2) 
Juncus bufonius; frog’s lettuce, water caltrops, 
Potamogeton densus; frog-orchis (see quots.) ; 
+frog-parsley, some plant (?=/ools’ parsley) ; 
frog-stool = ToADST00L ; frog-wort, a name given 
to species of Orchzs. 

1578 Lyre Dodoens 1.1xxi. 106 The thirde [kind of floating 
weeds] .. is called .. *Frogge bitte. x7qx Compl. Fam.- 


Piece 1. iii. 374 The .. Spearwort, and Frogbits. 1866 
Treas. Bot., ¥rog-bit, American, Limenobium. 1868 Nat. 
Encycl, I, 659 One of the Frogbit tribe of plants. 1818 


Withering’s Brit. Plants (ed. 6) IV. 453 Lycoperdon .. 
*Frogcheese. 1866 Treas. Bot., Frog-cheese, a name applied 
occasionally to the larger puff-balls when young. 1529 Grete 
Herbal cclix. Pi, Lentylles of the water ben called *frogges 
fote. 1863 Prior Plant-nx. 87 Frog-foot, lemna. 1597 *Frog 
grasse [see Crap-crass 1]. 1640 Parkinson Theat. Bot. 
Index 1738 Frogge grasse or Toadegrass. 7d. 11. lvili. 281 
‘The people that dwell neare it by the Sea side, call it Frogge 
grasse or Crab grasse. 1861 Miss Pratt /lower, Pl. 1V. 385 
Glass-wort is sometimes called..Frog-grass, 1597 GERARDE 
Herbal u. cexcviii. 824 Small water Caltrops or *Frogs 
lettuce. 1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., *Frog-orchis, see Gymna- 
denia viridis. 1861 Miss Pratr Flower. Pl. V. 214 Green 
Habenaria .. sometimes called .. Frog Orchis. 1651 J. 
F[REaKE] Agrippa’s Occ. Philos. xviii. 41 Sheep fly from 
*Frog-parsley as from some deadly thing. 1535 *Frogge 





559 


stoles [see 1398 quot. in Froc sé.1 5]. 1661 Lovett His?. 
Anim. & Min.144 The dung helps against Frogstooles with 
wine and vineger. 1865 Sczence Gossif 1 Nov. 258 In 
Dorsetshire poisonous fungi are often called ‘ Frogstools ’. 
a 1824 Hovpicu ss. Weeds (1825) 65 Man-orchis, Red-lead 
and *Frogwort are the only English names we have heard 
given to these weeds in damp pastures. 
ce. In names of games, as /vog-in-the-midile, 
Jrog over an old dog. Also LnAp-FROG. 
180r Strutr Sports & Past. iv. iv. 293 Another [game] 
equally..well known with us, and called Frog in the middle. 
1847-78 HaLuiwe Lt Prog over an old dog, leap-frog, list of 


games, Rawl. MS. 

Frog? (frgg). [Of doubtful origin.] 

Perh. a use of prec., suggested by some resemblance in 
sound between this word and the It. name /orchetta, or 
some dialectal variant of F. fourchette. 

An elastic, horny substance growing in the middle 


of the sole of a horse’s hoof. 

1610 Markuam JZasterf. u. ci. 384 The Frush, which of 
some is called the Frogge of the foot, is the tenderest part 
of the hoofe towards the heele. 1727 Swirr Gulliver Iv. ix, 
They have excellent medicines. .to cure..cuts in the pastern 
or frog of the foot. 1840 Youarr Horse xviii. 376 In the 
space between the bars, and accurately filling it is the frog. 

b. Comb.: frog-stay (see quot.). 

1829 B. CLrark Hippodon. (ed. 2) 61 This cell or cleft of 
the frog is .. prevented from rupturing inwards towards the 
quick by a stout considerable cone of horn passing directly 
from it into the sensitive frog. . This cone commences nearly 
opposite to the termination of the heels of the coffin-bone.. 
This part. . being without even a name, I gave it the epithet 
frog-stay..from its closing the frog, and holding more firmly 
its halves together. 

Frog ® (frpg). [Of obscure origin; perh. ad. 
Pg. froco (repr. L. floccus FLooK sb.), which has 
much the same sense. | 

1. An attachment to the waist-belt in which a 
sword or bayonet or hatchet may be carried. 

1719 De For Crusoe 1. xv, A belt with a frog hanging to 
it, such as..we wear hangers in. 1725 — Voy. round World 
(1840) 150 Every man a hatchet, hung in a little frog at his 
belt. 1876 Voytr & Stevenson A7zizt. Dict., Frog .. that 
part of a soldier’s accoutrements which is attached to the 
waist-belt for holding the bayonet. 1879 RutLtry Study 
Rocks v. 40 A small leathern frog with a flap. 

2. An ornamental fastening for the front of a mili- 


tary coat or cloak, consisting of a spindle-shaped 


- button, covered with silk or other material, which 


passes through a loop on the opposite side of the 


garment. 

1746 Berxerey Let. Wks. 1871 IV. 306 Laces, frogs, 
cockades..are so many. .obstacles to a soldier’s exerting his 
strength. 1770 W. RicHarpson Anecd. Russian Enep. 325 
In a light blue frock with silver frogs. 1796 J. ANSTEY 
Pleader's Guide (x803) 181 The coat.. With tabby lin’d and 
frogs complete. 1836 Dickens Sk. Boz vii, He wore a 
braided surtout with frogs behind. 1846 7st. Rec. 3rd Light 
Dragoons 39 The buttons set on three and three upon yellow 
frogs or loops. 1848 Craic, /vog .. a small barrel-shaped 
silk ornament with tassels, used in the decoration of mantles, 
etc. 1896 Daily News 19 Mar. 6/5 Serge suits and tweed 
costumes are better adapted than any other to this style of 
ornamentation. Frogs are sold in sets to accompany the 
braiding. 

3. Comb., as frog-belt, -button. 

1719 Dr For Crusoe u. iv. (1840) II. 68 He drew a 
hatchet out of a frog-belt. 1827 Hone Zvery-day Bk. 1. 
190 A coat with frog-buttons. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
Lrog-belt, a baldrick. 


Frog? (frpg). (See quot. 1860.) 

1860 WorcEsTER (citing Williams), “og (Railroads), a 
grooved piece of iron placed at the junction of the rails where 
one track crosses another. 1889 Scott. Leader 30 Apr. 5 
The accident..would appear to have been caused by the 
train suddenly leaving the rails at a ‘ frog’. 


Frog-fish. A name given to various fishes, 
esp. to the Angler or Fishing-frog (Lophius pisca- 
torius). Other varieties belong to the genera Ba- 


trachus and Chironectes. 

1646 Str T. Browne Pseud. Ep, mt. xxiv. 169 The .. Frog- 
fish. 1769 Pennant Zool. (1776) III. 105 Toad-fish, Frog- 
fish, or Sea-Devil. 1838-6 Topp Cyc. Anat, I. 114/2 The 
oesophagus of the frog-fish leads to a large globular stomach. 
1879 RossitER Dict. Sci. Terns, Frog fishes, Chironectes. 

Frogged (frggd), pf/.a. [f. Froe3 + -xp %.] 
Of a coat, etc.: Fastened or ornamented with 
frogs. 

1774 W. Core in ¥ Granger's Lett. (1805) 370 Coat with 
frogs, and slashed sleeves frogged also. 1796 J. ANsTEY 
Pleader’s Guide (1803) 181 Which coat, so trimmed, so 
frog’d, said Gull Did spoil. 1812 H. & J. Situ Rez. Addr. 
ii. (1873) 13 zo¢e, Young Betty..clad in a furred and frogged 
surtout. 186x THackrray Four Georges iv. (1862) 188 A 
frogged frock-coat with a fur collar. 

Froggery (frpgéri). [f Fro¢1+-rry.] 

1. An assemblage of frogs, frogs collectively. 

1785 Sara Fievpinc Ophelia II. ii, The concert, of which 
the froggery made the bass. 1842 Blackw. Mag. LI. 47 A 
thrush, who is watching the froggery from above. 

2. A place where frogs are kept or abound. 

1763 Extz. Carter in Pexnington’s Memoirs (1808) I. 33 
A very high causeway, with a perpendicular descent on each 
side to the toaderies and frogeries below. 1854 Yazt’s 
Mag. XXI1. 695 He had what he called a Froggery and 
Toadery at the bottom of his orchard. 1871 Echo 14 Jan., 
Mr. .. confesses to have actually kept a ‘froggery’ for his 
own private consumption. 

[f Frog 1+ 


Frogging (frpgin), v0/. sb. 
-Ineé1,] Catching frogs, fishing for frogs. Also 
attrib. 





FROISE. 


1651-7 T. Barker Art of Angling (1820) 25 Pikes goa 
frogging. 1884 G. W. Sears Woodcraft (Cent.), When. .fish- 
ing is very poor, try frogging. 1893 J. A. Barry S. Brown's 
Bunyip, etc. 73 A thumping, lively carpet snake, whose 
frogging ground he had intruded on. 18953 K. GRAHAME 
Golden Age 182 Nor had he gone frogging by himself. 

Frogging (frggin), vd/. sb.2 [f Froa3 + 
-InG1.] The ornamentation on a frogged coat. 

1888 77Z72es 20 Jan. 5/3 A Bohemian costume, made up of 
a long, frogged coat—this frogging being, by the way, an 
essentially Hungarian ornament. 

Froggish (frggif), a. 
Frog-like. 

@1889 J. G. Woop (Cent.), The froggish aspect. 

Froggy (figgi), sb. [f. Frog 1+-y.] 

1. A playful designation for a frog. 

1840 Hoop Uf the Rhine 129 A series of frogs, from the 
full-grown froggy..down to that minute frogling or tadpole. 

2. slang. A term of contempt for a Frenchman, 
from their reputed habit of eating frogs. 

1872 S. pe VERE Americanisms 82 As when Frenchmen 
were dubbed Froggies. 1894 AsTLEY 50 Years Life 1. 203 
With the assistance of ‘ Froggy’, we succeeded in filling all 
our bottles. 

Froggy (fregi), a. [f. Froe!+-y1.] 

. Having or abounding in frogs. 

1611 Cotcr., Grenouzilliere, a froggie place. 1823 Blackw. 
Mag. XIII. 458 A..slimy, froggy pool. 1882 Epna Lyatr 
Donovan xxiv, Why are you wandering up and down the 
very froggiest and toadiest path in the garden? 

2. Frog-like, such as a frog would have. 

1837 Gen. P. Toompson Exerc. (1842) IV. 223 The little 
Whigs. .are puffing out their froggy sides to the dimensions 
of the ox. 1883 R. F. Burron & Cameron Gold Coast 1. iii. 
59 Froggy faces. 

Froghood (fry ghud). 
Quality or standing as a frog. 

a@a377o C. Smart Duellist 32 Too hard for any frog’s 
digestion, To have his froghood call’d in question, 1888 
G. ALLEN in Gd. Words 230 In the accomplished dignity of 
perfect froghood. ; 

Frogland (frgglend). [f. Frog! + Lanp 
sd.) Marshy land in which frogs abound, as the 
Fens, Holland, etc. In quots. a¢trzd. only. 

1721 Ramsay Tartana xxxill, May she be curst to starve 
in frogland fens. 1830 Scott Auchindrane 1. i, A Nether- 
lander, One of our Frogland friends, 

So Fro‘glander, s/ang,a Dutchman. 

azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Frog-landers, Dutch-men. 
1867 in SmytH Sailor's Word-bk. ; 

Frogling (fryglin). [dim. of Froa!: see 
-LING.] A little frog; also, a tadpole. 

1742 JARVIS Quix. 1. 1. iv. (1749) 107 He does not fail..the 
wormlings of the earth, nor the froglings of the water, 1831 
CartyLe in For. QO. Rev. VIII. 365 A Frog with Frogling 
by his side Came hopping through the plain. 1840 Hoop 
Up the Rhine 129 That minute frogling, or tadpole. 

Frog-march, frog’s-march. 

1. A movement forward in frog fashion. 

1880 Sir S. Lakeman Kaffir-land iv. 26 He had had 
a frog’s march—that is to say, on hands, belly, and knees. 

2. slang. The method of carrying a drunken or 
refractory prisoner face downwards between four 
men, each holding a limb. 

1871 Evening Standard 18 Apr. 5/4 They did not give the 
defendant the ‘Frog’s March’. 1882 Dazly Tel. 20 Nov. 
3/2 Treating a refractory toper to the frog’s-march, by carry- 
ing him, face downwards, to the station. 1885 in Jest, 
Morn. News 2 Jan. 7/3 What is knownas the ‘ frog's march’, 

Hence Frog-march, frog’s-march v. /vams. ; 
Frog-marching v/. sd. 

1884 B'ham Weekly Post15 Nov.3/7 Deceased was ‘ frog’s- 
marched ’—that is, with face downwards—from Deal to 
Walmer. 1894 77zwzes 8 May 13/6 Death was accelerated 
by the ‘ frog marching’. 

Frog-mouth, frog’s mouth. 

1. A name given to the Snapdragon (see quot.). 

1851 S. THomson Wild #7, ut. (ed. 4) 252 The great snap- 
dragon or frog’s-mouth (Axztirrhinum meazus). 

2. A bird of the family Podargide. 

1888 Riverside Nat. Hist. 1V. Birds 387 The frog-mouths 
(Batrachostomus) are confined to southern India [etc.]. 

Frog-spawn, frogs’ spawn. 

1, The ova, spawn, or young of frogs. 

1621 Burton Avat. Mel. 1. iii. 11, ii. (1651) 200 He had 
.. swallowed frogs-spawn. 1718 Quincy Compl. Disp. 228 
Frog’s Spawn. 1833 J. Rennie Adph. Angling 11 Carp.. 
will devour small eels, frog-spawn, and the roe or the young 
of fishes. 1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., Frog’s spawn, the ova of the 
common frog. .Once used in medicine. 

attrib, 1710 STEELE Tatler No. 245 P 2 A Collection of 
Receipts to make. .Frog Spawn Water. 

2. The popular name for certain freshwater algz, 
which form green and slimy masses floating on the 
surface of ponds and ditches. 

1864 Realm 15 June 546 Cities to which Genoa is a cob- 
web on a wall and Venice mere frog-spawn in a puddle. 
1884 Public Opinion 5 Sept. 2099/1 Slime and frog-spawn 
are the chief products of these holes. 

Jig. 18953 J. Smit Message of Exodus xix. 297 God in 
whom his fathers trusted was different from the frog-spawn 
of superstition. 

3. Sugar-manuf. A fungus destructive to saccha- 
rine solutions. 

1887 tr. De Bary’s Fungi 469 Leuconostoc mesenterioides, 
the ‘frog-spawn’ of, sugar-factories, ‘ 

Froise, fraise (froiz, fre'z). Forms: 4-7 
froyse, froyze, 5 froys, 7 frois, (froyes), 7-9 
froize, 4— froise, 8- fraise, [The twofold spelling 


[f. Froa sd.l + -18H.] 


[f. Froal + -Hoop.] 


FROKIN. 


with az, of would seem to point to a Fr. etymon, 
OF. *freis, *freise, repr. popular Lat. */rtxwm, -a, 
var. of frixum, -a, pa. pple. neut. and fem. of 
Jrigére to FRY; but the word has not been found. ] 
A kind of pancake or omelette, often containing 
slices of bacon. 

1338 Durh. MS. Cell. Roll, In Carnibus pore’ pro froys, 
ijd. 1390 Gower Conf. II. 93 He routeth with a slepy noise 
And brustleth as a monkes froise Whan it is throwe into 
the panne. 14.. Vom. in Wr.-Wiilcker 741/29 Hoc frixumt, 
a froys. 1379 Twyne Phisicke agst. Fort. 1. cxvi. 310b, 
Eschue puddinges, sausages, froyses,and al manner confected 
and mengled meates, 1651 RANDOLPH, etc. Hey for Honesty 
v. Wks. (1875) 475 They’d make me froises and flapjacks too. 
1672 T. B: Let. to Author Vind. Clergy 79 To smella Fanatick 
as far as another man shall do broil’d Herrings, or a burnt 
froise. 1755 JoHNSON, /raise, a pancake with bacon in it. 
1819 W. l'ayLorin Monthly Mag. XLVII. 133 The general 
..threw the froize out of the window. 1879 Miss Jackson 
Shropsh. Word-bk., Fraise, a kind of pancake eaten with 
sweet sauce: it was thicker than the ordinary pancake, 
and made with a ‘stiffer’ batter. 

Froit, Sc. var. Fror; obs. form of Frurt. 

+ Fro‘kin. Ods. [a. Du. + vrouwken (Kilian), 
dim. of vrouw:; see Frow and -xKin.] A little 
Dutch woman; a Dutch child. 

1603 Dekker Wonderfull Yeare Divb, A little Frokin 
(one of my Dutch runnawayes children), 1620 MIDDLETON 
Courtly Masque Wks. (Bullen) VII. 169 You, blue-ey’d frokin, 
looks like fire and brimstone. 1738 Common Sense (1739) 
II. 58 My Neighbours learn nothing but to be so proud they 
won't darn their own Linnen, and all their Talk is of nothing 
but Mantelets, Frokins, Farinelli, and London Midwives. 

Frolic (frp'lik), sd. [f. Frouie z. or a,] 

1. An outburst of fun, gaiety, or mirth; a prank. 
Also, {a flourish (on the drum). On the frolic: 
on the ‘spree ’. 

@ 1635 Corset To Ld. Mordaunt 110 Whiles the bold 
Drum Strikes up his Frolick, through the Hall they come. 
1654 WHITLOCK Zootomia 311 Thou and I will enjoy our 
selves in uncontrouled Frolicks, and Discourse. 168x Dry- 
DEN SP, Friary 1. iii, I was upon the frolic this evening, and 
came to visit thee in masquerade. 1700 CipBER Love makes 
Man v. iii, What, is my deary in her frolics already? 1784 
FRANKLIN Axtobiog. Wks. 1840 I. ror, I spent no time in 
taverns, games, or frolics of any kind. 1828 Scorr /. JZ. 
Perth xxx, But mark you, it shall be the last of my frolics. 
1873 LowELL Asnong my Bks. Ser. u. 176 He .. often filled 
whole pages. .with the gay frolics of his pencil. 

b. Fun, merriment, sportive mirth. 

1676 D’Urrey Mad. Fickle 1. i, There’s mirth and frolick 
in’t. @1715 Burnet Own Time (1766) I. 282 To such 
a madness of frolick and intemperance. 1774 GoLpDsm. 
Retal. 52 Alas, that such frolic should now be so quiet ! 
@ 1839 Prarp Poems (1864) I. 276 Those who meet as we 
have met, In frolic and in laughter. 1875 Jowett Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 39 All young creatures are full of motion and frolic. 

c. = WHIM. 

171 Swirt ¥rn/.to Stella 5 Apr., If the frolic should take 

you of going to Bath, I here send you a note on Parvisol. 

A scene or occasion of gaiety or mirth; a 
merry-making; a party. In U.S.=BzEE 4. Also 
preceded by some modifying word, as veaping-, 
water-frolic. 

¢ 1645 Howe tt Le?t. vi. 37, I intend to wait on you, and 
give you a frolik. 1663 CowLry Cutter Coleman St. v. x, 
We hit upon this Frolick, Colonel, only for a kind o’ Mask 
..to celebrate your Nuptials. 1770 Map. D’ArsLay Early 
Diary 20 Apr., I told him of my frolick for Friday. 1817 
J. Brapsury Trav. Amer. 292 This operation is almost 
always the subject of what they term a frolic, or in some 
places, a bee. 1833 Hr. Martineau Briery Creek i. 18 They 
meant to have a reaping frolic when the corn should be ripe. 
It should be a picnic. 1895 2. Anglia Gloss., Frolic, 
water-frolic, a gala, regatta, or water-picnic. 

+ 3. ? Humorous verses circulated at a feast. Ods. 

1616 B. Jonson Devil an Ass u. viii, To see him..drinke 
vnto ’hem ; And then talke baudy: and send frolicks! O! 
1631 R. H. Arraigum. Whole Creature xiv. § 2.244 Move- 
able as Shittlecockes..or as Frolicks at Feasts, sent from man 
to man, returning againe at last, to the first man. 

+4. A plaything; toy. Obs. 

1650 FuLLer Pisga/ tv. vii. 136 Apples were dedicated unto 
her, and her image commonly made with such fruit, as a 
frolick in her hand. 


Hence Fro‘licful a.; + Fro‘licky a. Ods., full 
of frolic, frolicsome. 

1848 Craic, Prolicful. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa V. xxiv. 
209 A little too frolicky that air—Yet have I prepared my 
Beloved to expect .. great vivacity and quality-freedom, 
1751 /bid. (ed. 4) V. x. 68 Yet may we..makea good frolicky 
half-day with them. 

Frolic (frg'lik), a. Forms: 6-8 frol(1)i(e)K(e, 
(6 fralicke, fro(w)lyke), 6-9 frolique, (7 froe- 
lich), 6— frolic, [a. Du. vro/izk (in Kilian vro- 
lick), =OS. *frélic (whence frélico adv.), OHG. 
Srilich (MHG., vrélich, vralic, mod.Ger. fréhlich); 
f. MDu. vr6 =OHG. fro (MHG. ord, mod.G. froh) 
glad, joyous. ] 

1. Inearly use: Joyous, merry, mirthful. In later 
use with sense derived from the vb.: Frolicsome, 
sportive, full of merry pranks. 

1538 Bate Thre Lawes 1794 And make frowlyke chere, 
with hey how fryska jolye! ‘c 1600 Day Begg. Bednall Gr. 
Il. 1, (1881) 30 Fair Love, be frolick ; talk no more of death 
and care. 1632 Mitton L’Ad/egvo 18 The frolic wind that 
breathes the spring. 1647 CLarenpDon Hist. Reb. 1. § 74 The 
Nature and Education of Spain restrain’d men from .. 
Gayety, and Frolique humour. 1676 Eruerepce Man of 
Mode v.i, Then sparkling champagne... Makes us frolic and 
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gay. 1791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. u. 140 Galantha .. prints 
with frolic step the melting snows. 1844 DisRAELI Coningsby 
vit. iv, Her voice was rich and sweet ; the air she sang. .fan- 
tastically frolic. 1873 HoLttanp A. Bonnic. iii. 60 A thousand 
forms of frolic life. 

absol. a1656 Br. Hatt Rem. Wks. (1660) 182 Blessed are 
the frolick and joviall. x71x STeELe Sect. No. 176 ® 6 You 
may find Instances of the Haughty, the Proud, the Frolick, 
the Stubborn, who are each of them in secret downright 
Slaves. 1779-81 Jounson L. P., Addison Wks. III. 54 The 
Tatler and Spectator. .taught the frolic and the gay to unite 
merriment with decency. ? 

+b. transf. of colours, wine, etc. Ods. 

21606 Drayton Eclog. iv, Poems, etc., Ejb, She ware 
a frock of frolicke green. 1644 Quartes Barnabas § B. 2 
Eat thy bread with a merry heart, and gulp down care in 
frolic cups of liberal wine. 1648 Herrick Hesfer., Ode 
Jor B. Fonson, And yet, each Verse of thine Out-did the 
meat, out-did the frolick wine. 

+2. Free; liberal. Const. of Obs.—1 

1593 Pass. Morrice 79 Shee began to perceave that Master 
Anthonie was changed, being nothing so frolick of his kind- 
ness as he had been. ee 

3. quasi-adv. or interjectional. 

1894 Lopcre Wounds Civ. War (1883) 19 Frolike braue 
Souldiers wee must foote it now. 1596 SHaxs. Tam. Shr. 
Iv, iii. 184 Therefore frolicke, we will hence forthwith. 

4. Comb., as frolic-hearted adj, 

1646 QuarLes Fudgent. §& Mercy Wks. (Grosart) I. 73/2 
The vacant houres of frolique-hearted youth. ; 

Hence +¥Fro‘lickish a@., somewhat sportive; 
+ Fro‘lickness, the state of being frolic. 

1617 Hieron Wis. IL. 104 Dost thou maruell at his frollike- 
nesse and iollitie. 1660 Charac. Italy To Rdr. Aiv, The 
more frolickish Genius, who no doubt is freer from intended 
mischief then the thoughtful man, will disgest it. a1679 
T. Goopwin Wks, (1704) V. 199 Mirth, Jollity, Frolickness 
of youth, as you call them. 168x GLANvILL Sadducismus 
11. (1726) 453 Frolickness of Fancy. R 

Frolic (frplik), v. Inflected frolicked, fro- 
licking. [f.theadj.; cf. Flem. frolzcken (Kilian), 
also Ger. frohlocken (where the second element is 
of obscure origin).] 

1. intr. To make merry; in later use, to play 
pranks, gambol, caper about. Also, fo frolic zt. 

1593 Zell-Troth's N. VY. Gift 29 They frolique both in 
glory. 1601? Marston Pasguizl §& Kath. 1. 52”Tis Whitson- 
tyde, and we must frolick it. 1624 Forp Swz’s Darling v. 
i, I come to frolic with you, and to cheer Your drooping 
souls by vigour of my beams. #1677 Barrow Ws. (1687) 
I. xiv, 201 Those who can devise no other subjects to frollick 
upon beside these. zd. 205 It would not be seemly to frolick 
it thus. 1770 Goxtpsm. Des. Vill, 257 Lightly they frolic o’er 
the vacant mind. 1780 Jonunson Leé¢, 11 Apr., My mistress 
.. laughs, and frisks, and frolicks it all the long day. 1823 
Byron /s/and u1, iii, Its bounding crystal frolick’d in the ray. 
1841-4 Emerson Zss., Poet Wks. (Bohn) I. 158 Talent may 
frolic and juggle; genius realizesand adds. 1886 RuskKIN 
Preterita 1. vi, 181 Horses. .frolicking with each other 
when they had a chance. 

quasi-tvans, 1798 Spirit Pub. Frnis. (1799) II. 194 ’T was 
theirs..To laugh, intrigue, and frolic life away. 

2. trans. + a. To make joyous or merry (0ds.) 
b. [from the sb.] To give ‘ frolics’ or parties to. 

1583 STANYHURST “vezs ut. (Arb.) 8t Also mye com- 
panions in country cittye be frollickt. 1627-77 FELTHAM 
Resolves 1. xxv. Wks. 115 Virtue .. gives such Cordials, as 
frolick the heart, in the press of adversity. 1807-8 W. 
Irvine Salmag.(1824)137 By dint of dinners, of feeding and 
frolicking the town, the Giblet family worked themselves 
into notice. 

Hence Fro‘licking vd/. sd. and ffl. a. Also 
Fro'licker, one who frolics; Fro‘lickery ? zonce- 
wad. [see -ERY], buffoonery. 

1676 TEoNGE Diary (1825) 165 All the day following they 
spend in frollikeing with their women. c174x BrainerD in 
Edwards Zz/ i. (1851) 3 Addicted to young company or 
frolicing (as it is called), 1786 Map. D’Arsiay Diary Nov., 
In the midst of this frolicking..the King entered. x80x in 
D. L. Leonard Pagers Ohio Ch, Hist. Soc. (1894) V. 48 
Swearers and Sabbath-breakers, frolickers and dancers were 
pricked and crying for mercy. 1829 Cossetr Adv. to Lover 
§ 147 Winter is the great season for jaunting and dancing 
(called frolicking) in America. 1851 Sir F. PatcrAvE Norm. 
& Eng. I. 408 He took to the trade in frolickery. 1872 
‘Mark Twain’ J/znoc. Abr. i. rr A long summer day’s 
laborious frolicking. 1887 Bowen Virg. Eclog. ii. 64 Frolick- 
ing she-goat roves to the cytisus flower to be fed. 

+ Frovlicly, adv. Os. Also frolickly. [f. 
FROLIC a. + -Ly?.] In a frolic manner; mirthfully. 

1592 GREENE Ufst. Courtier Gij, A mad merrie crue.. 
leping ouer the field, as frolikly as if they ought not all the 
world two pence. 1658 Rowranp Mou/fel’s Theat. Ins. 
yroz The Fox..very froliquely being delivered from their 
[fleas’] molestation. .swims to land. @ 1674 CLARENDON Hist, 
Reb, 1x. § 14 But, after some days frolickly spent at Bath, he 
return’d to his former temper. 

Frolicsome (frgliksim), a. Also frolick- 
som(e. [f. FRonic v, or sd, + -SoME.] Full of 
frolic; gay, merry, mirthful. 

1699 SHarTess. Virtue ut. u. iii, A gay and frolicksome 
Delight in what is injurious to others. 1724 R. FaLconer 
Voy. (1769) 86 Instead of coming on board to be frolicksome 
and merry, we should have given Thanks. 179r BosweLt 
Johnson Ded., Dr. Clarke..was unbending himself. .in the 
most playful and frolicksome manner. 1807-8 W. Irvinc 
Salmag. (1824) 147 In their frolicksome malice the Fates 
had ordered that a French boarding-house .. should be 
established directly opposite my aunt’s residence. 1863 
Gro. Etior Romola 1. x, Mingled with the more decent 
holiday-makers there were frolicsome apprentices. 

Hence Fro'licsomely adv., Fro‘licsomeness. 

1727 Batry, Fyrolicksomness. 1835 Blackw. Mag. 
XXXVIII. 23 They gave way..to the. mischievous frolic- 








FROM. 


someness..of advanced boyhood. 1874 T. Harpy Madding 
Crowd I, xiii. 163 ‘Capital!’ she exclaimed, throwing 
down the letter frolicsomely. 188. R. G. H[1tt] Vozces in 
Solitude 195 The fresh breeze. .frolicsomely flaps them on 
her breast. 


+ Fro‘ligozene, -one. Ols. [?suggested by 
Du. wrolizk zijn ‘to be jolly’: see FRoxic a.] 

1599 Porter Angry Wom. Abingd. (Percy) 50 Ha, my re- 
solued Nicke, froligozene! 1634 Heywoop & Brome Lance. 
Witches 1. B 2, What all lustick, all froligozone ? 


From (frgm), prep. (adv., conj.). Forms: 1-6 
fram, 3-4 south, vram, vrom, 4 fromme, 5 
frome, 1- from. [OE. fram, frpm,=OS. fram, 
OHG. fram (MHG. vram), Goth. fram, ON. fré 
(see Fro). The primary sense is ‘ forward’; cf. 
ON. fram(m (Sw. fram, Da. frem) :—*framz = 
Goth. framzis (comparative) ‘ forward’, adv. ; ef. 
also the adj. OE. fram, from, ON. fram-r forward, 
valiant ; further cognates are cited under ForME, 
Frame. From the sense ‘forward’ were developed 
those of ‘onward’, ‘on the way’, ‘away’, whence 
the transition to the prepositional use is easy.] 

A. prep. 

1, Denoting departure or moving away: govern- 
ing a sb. which indicates a point of departure or 
place whence motion takes place. Also with advbs. 


prefixed (e.g. away, down, out). 

O. E. Chron, an. 874 Her for se here from Lindesse to 
Hreopedune. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 79 A mon lihte from 
ierusalem in to ierico. 1297 R. Guouc. (1724) 325 Harde- 
knout hys brober po ben wey sone nome Fram Denemarch in 
to Engelond. c¢1320 Six Tristr. 349 Out of hauen pai rade 
..Fram be brimes brade Gun flete. c 1386 CHaucer Prod. 
128 She leet no morsel from hir lippes falle. 1563 W. FurKE 
Meteors (1640) 4 Lifteth them up very high from the earth into 
the aire. 1611 Biste Gez. iv. 16 And Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lord. 1660 Barrow Zuclid u1. Prop. xxviii, 
From the centers G, H draw GA, GC, and HD, HF. 1719 
De For Crusoe 1. iv, I came down from my apartment in the 
tree. 1762 Gotpsm. Cit. W. xiii, I am just returned from 
Westminster Abbey. 181x L. M. Hawkins C’tess § Gertr. 
IV. Ixxxv. 328, I should chuse to have her buried from her 
own house. 1838 ArNotp Hist. Rome (1845) I. xi. 200 He.. 
leapt down from his seat. 1875 Jowetr Pato (ed. 2) I. 399 
During the voyage of the sacred ship to and from Delos. 

b. from ..to, used with repeated sb. to denote 
succession, change of place. Similarly in proverb. 
phr. from post to pillar, and the like. 

1530 Parser. 818/2 From towne to towne, de ville en ville. 
1563 W. FuLke JZeteors (1640) 24 When the Exhalation is 
driven from side to side of that cloud. 1583 GoLp1nG Calvin 
on Deut. c. 615 Certaine others of the faithfull whome God 
tossed from post to piller. 1583 StupBes Azat. Adus. u. 
(1882) 27 To beg their breade from doore to doore. 1631 
WeEEVER Axc. Fun. Mon. 262 How often the body of Saint 
Augustine was tost from porch to pillar, 1821 Keats Lamia 
27 From vale to vale, from wood to wood, he flew. 1849 Sir 
J. SterHen Zccl. Biog. I. 215 Xavier's name was repeated 
from mouth to mouth with cries of vengeance. 

2. Indicating the starting-point or the first con- 
sidered of two boundaries adopted in defining a 
given extent in space. 

971 Blickl. Hon. 5 Ac se zeleafa sceal beon fram eorban 
up to heofonum areaht. c¢ 1200 Tr7x. Coll. Hom. 179 Pe se 
is biter, swo is ec bis woreld fram ende to oder. ¢1400 
Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 2 Techinge be anotomie of alle lymes 
from be heed to be foot. 1535 CovERDALE 2 Sa. xxiv. 15 
So that there dyed of the people from Dan vnto Berseba, 
thre score and ten thousande men. 1590 SPENSER /. Q. 111. 
i. 3 Full many Countreyes they did overronne, Froin the 
uprising to the setting Sunne. 1727 Gay Fables, Barley- 
Mow & Dunghill 2 How many saucy airs we meet, From 
Temple-bar to Aldgate-street! 1806-7 J. BEREsrorp 
Miseries Hum. Life (1826) vi. Miseries Stage Coaches iv, 
The whole machine. . groaning under its cargo from the box 
to the basket. 1845 M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I.16 Neustria 
..extended from the Meuse almost to the present southern 
limits of France. 1884 /@/ustr. Lond. News 20 Dec. 603/1 
From title to colophon all is sound and whole. 

b. Indicating the starting-point in a series or 
statement of limits. 

Expressions like ‘from four to ten’ are treated gram- 
matically as simple numerals, and may qualify the subject 
of a sentence, or the obj. of a vb. or prep. 

c1000 AELrric Gen. vi. 7 Ic adilize bone mannan .. fram 
bere eordan ansine fram pam men od pa nytenu, fram pam 
slincendum 06 ba fugelas. 1526 Piler. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 
25 b, From y® begynnynge to y*ende. 1662 STILLINGFL. Ovig. 
Sacr. 1, vi. § 3 The Sicyonian Kingdom. .from which Varro 
began his history. 1699 Dampier Voy. II. 1. 75 They are 
rowed with from 16 or 20 to 24 Oars. 1789 G. WuitE Se/- 
borne (1813) I. xviii. 286 The swallow lays from four to six 
white eggs. 1866 Crump Banking ix. 207 Many bankers 
are always below their authorised issues by from 25 to 20 per 
cent. 1872 Erracompe Ch. Bells Devon ix. 269 The whole 
alphabet..is not unfrequently met with as an inscription, 
from the fourteenth, or fifteenth, to the seventeenth century.” 

3. Indicating a starting-point in time, or the be- 
ginning of a period. (The date from which one 
reckons may be either inclusive or exclusive). 
Also in idiomatic phrases like from a child =from 
(his) childhood (cf. Gr. & mavdés, é maidwy), 

c1050 Byrhtferth’s Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 300 
Fram easter tide pat he eft cume. 1340 Ayend. 12 Alle bon 
pet uram pe ginningge of be wordle storue in zop & guode 
byleaue. c1386 Cuaucer Pro/, 324 In termes hadde he caas 
and domes alle, That from the tyme of king William were 
falle. 1535 CoveRDALE Ved. xiii, 2x From that tyme forth 
came they nomore on the Sabbath. 1579 FuLKE Con/fut. 
Sanders 593 Images were vsed from the Apostles, and Christ 
him selfe. 16rx Brste 2 77. iii. 15 From a childe thou 


FROM. 


hast knowen the holy Scriptures. a@1616 Breaum. & Ft, 
Thierry & Theod. v.i, We are thieves from our cradles, and 
will die so. 1748 Smottetr Rod. Rand. (1792) II. 275 Here 
I absconded from five o’clock in the morning to six in the 
evening. 1795 Gent. Mag. 545/1 The scenes to which we 
have been accustomed from our infancy. 1816 KEaTINGE 
Trav.(1817) I. 99 An unaltered smile, and an inflexible seat, 
were preserved from first to last. 1836 W. Irvine Astoria 
III. 257 A succession of adverse circumstances. .beset it 
almost from the outset. 1844 Rez. & Ord. Army 3 Officers 
--are to take Rank and Precedence from their Commissions 
as Colonels in the Army, not from the dates of their Appoint- 
ments as Brigadiers, 31848 C. Bronte ¥. Zyve xxxvi, [knew 
him from a boy. 1885 Law Rep. 10 Appeal Cases 379 The 
gate was erected in 1846, and the public were effectually 
excluded from that year. 

b. from .. to, used with repeated sb. to denote 
succession or recurrence at regular intervals. 

¢ 1325 Laz le Freine 229 This Frein thriued fram yer to 
yer. 1530 PatsGr. 808/2 From hour to hour, de heure en 
heure. 1600 Suaxs. A, Y. LZ. 11. vii. 26 And so from houre to 
houre, we ripe, and ripe. 1621 Botton Stat, Jrel. 37 (an. 
s Edw. IV) On paine of two pence aman from moneth to 
other. 1675 tr. Machiavelli's Prince (1883) 285 Having re- 
ceived a new policy from three months to three months. 
1711 Appison SZect. No. 63 Pt The Thoughts will be rising 
of themselves from time to time. 1790 CowPEerR Stanzas for 
1790, He who sits from day to day Where the prisoned lark 
ishung. 1895 A. F, Warr in Law Times XCIX. 547/1 The 
. examination is in special books set from time to time. 

4. Indicating a place or object which is left at a 
distance or left behind by an object which with- 
draws or goes away. Formerly also with ellipsis 
of verb. 

O. E. Chron. an. 755 Ond him cypdon bat hiera mzegas 
him mid weron, ba be him from noldon. 971 Blickl. Hom. 
47 Ponne flyhp beet deofol fram us. c¢ 1290 Beket 340 in S. 
Eng. Leg. 1. 116 Sire henri, pe kingus sone. .bi-lefde euere 
in is warde, fram him nolde he nou3t. c1340 Cursor M. 
20308 (Br. Mus. Add. MS.) Hit rewib me, that I schal— 
Tohan—parte fram pee. 1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. Aug. 107 
Yet should thilke lasse not from my thought. 1593 SHAKs. 
3 Hen. V1, v. iv. 21 We will not from the Helme, to sit and 
weepe. 1697 DrypEn 77g. Georg. 11. 49 And, spurring from 
the Fight, confess their Fear. 1709 Swirt & Appison Zatler 
No. 32 P2 She shrinks from the Touch like a Sensitive Plant. 
1838 THIRLWALL Greece II. 304 He withdrew from the coun- 
cil unobserved. 1843 Fraser's Mag. XXVIII. 714, I re- 
coiled from the murderous instrument. 

b. Indicating a place or object which is left on 
one side by an object which deflects or turns away. 
+ Rarely used s¢mply =‘ averted from’. 

1597 Hooker Eccl. Pol, v. xxx. § 1 Whether it be a thing 
allowable or no that the minister should .. turn his face at 
any time from the people. a@1616 Breaum, & FL. Azt. of 
Malta. i, Why speak’st thou from me? 1732 BERKELEY 
Alciphr. vu. § 2 Mankind are generally averse from think- 
ing, 1812-16 J. Smiru Panorama Sc. § Art I. 422 The ray 
being bent towards the perpendicular on entering another 
medium of greater density, and from the perpendicular, on 
entering a medium of less density, 


5. Denoting (statically) distance, absence, remote- 
ness: a&. after words indicative of the extent of 
distance, also after away, absent, apart, etc. 


the priests might not dwell farre from the temple. 1653 Ho- 
crort Procopius Gothick Wars wv. 124 The Ocean being far 
distant from these mountains. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. xxv, 
We were now got from my late dueling about two miles. 
1820 Keats St, Agves xvi, Alone with her good angels, far 
apart From wicked men like thee. 1838 ARNoLD //7st. Rome 
(3845) I. xii. 211 Veii lay about ten miles from Rome. 1847-9 
He ps friends in C. Ser. 1, (1851) I. 179, I am far from say- 
ing that merit is sufficiently looked out for. 

b. used szmply =away from, apart from, absent 
from, etc. Now only in from home. (Cf. 8b.) 

1340 Cursor M, 10413 (Fairf.) When he hym held from 
home. ¢1374 CuHaucer 77roy/us 1v. 738 (766) What is Criseyde 
worth, from Troilus? 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Efigr. 
(1867) 206, I dwell from the citee in subbarbes. 1571 in 
W. Hz. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford 339 Noe freman of the 
Cytie.,shall grynde from the said milles any kynd of 

yne, 1584 R. Scor Discov. Witcher. xv. x. (1886) 341 
Go to a faire parlor or chamber.. and from people nine 
daies. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag, u. ii. Wks. 1878 II. 64 
*Tis now good policie to be from sight. 1738 JoHNSON 
London 225 Sign your will, before you sup from home. 1761 
Mrs. F. Sueripan Sidney Bidulph 1. 318 Whatever your 
designs may be, it will be less to my dishonour, if you 
prosecute them from under your husband’s roof. /dzd. II, 
118 Mrs. Arnold was from under her husband’s protection. 
1796 Moser Hermit of Caucasus 1. 238 He was continually 
from home, running from one house to another. 1802 Mrs. 
E. Parsons Myst. Visit 1V. 203 Georgina she could not 
bear a moment from her sight. 

6. Denoting removal, abstraction, separation, ex- 
pulsion, exclusion, or the like: a. Governing a sb, 
or pron. expressing a concrete object. 

971 Blickl. Hom. 67 Maria hire zeceas pone betstan dzl, se 
ne bid nefre fram hire afyrred. c1000 Ags. Gosp. Matt. 
xxv. 32 Swa swa se hyrde asyndrab Sa scep fram tyecenum., 
1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B, xu. 446 For to saue thi soule fram 
Sathan thin enemy. 1585 T, WasuincTon tr. Wicholay’s 
Voy. 1. xviii. 21 Which gave occasion unto a brother of his 
to take away his life from him. 1590 C. S. Right Relig. 26 
From the determination of a counsell there can be no appella- 
tion. 16r0 SHaxs. Zep. Epil. 9 But release me from my 
bands. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. U1. 513 Some bending 

Vou, IV. 
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Valley .. Clos’d from the Sun, but open to the Wind, 1807 
CrassE Par. Reg. 1.194 There hungry dogs from hungry 
children steal. 1821 Keats /sadel/a xvii, Paled in and vine- 
yarded from beggar-spies. 1841 Expuinstone //ist. nd. I. 
439 The narrow tract ..separated from Mékran. . by the range 
of hills which form Cape Arboo. 1891 Law Times XCLII. 
18/2 Will there be an appeal to the Court of Appeal from 
a refusal to certify? 4 


b. Denoting privation, separation, abstention, 
freedom, deliverance, etc. (from a state, condition, 


action, etc.). 

cgso Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. vi. 13 Ah gefriz usich from yfle. 
971 Blickl. Hom. 25 Men..nellap ablinnan from heora un- 
rihtum gestreonum. 1340 Ayend, 86 Pe guodemen. .pet god 
hep yvryd .. uram pe preldome of pe dyeule. c¢1400 Laz- 
JSranc’s Cirurg. 70 Noon ober wey pat my3te save be sike 
man from deeb. ¢1449 Pecock Rep”. v. xili. 553 Refreyn- 
yng from yuel. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Litany, 
From battaile and murther, & from sodain death: Good 
lorde deliuer us. 1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 400 note, 
Greedines of vayne glorie an impediment from keeping due 
order. 1647 Warp Simzp. Cobler 51 To keep their Kings 
from deyillizing. 1710 STEELE Tatler No, 176 P 1 After a 
little Ease from the raging Pain caused by..an aking Tooth. 
1732 BerKELEy Alciphr. 1. § 3 Lysicles could hardly refrain 
from laughing. 1807 Crapse Par. Reg. 1.507 When thy 
rich master seems from trouble free. 1845 M. Pattison Zss. 
(1889) I. 18'To vindicate himself from the charge of treason. 
1847-9 Hers Friends in C. Ser. 1. (1851) I. 206, I did not 
attempt to dissuade Milverton from his purpose. 


+e. followed by inf. instead of the vbl. sb. Ods. 

1591 SPENSER (wins of Time 429 Not to haue been dipt in 
Lethe lake Could saue the sonne of Thetis from to die. 1596 
— F.Q. w.v.7 He sau'd the victour from fordonne. 

7. Indicating a state, condition, etc., which is 
abandoned or which is changed for another. Often 
used before an adj., or a sb. that denotes a person, 
as if with ellipsis of dezmg. 

1340 Ayend. 7 Oure lhord aros uram dyabe to lyue bane 
zonday. 1399 LANGL. Rich. Redelest. 5 3e were lyghtlich 
y-lyfte ffrom that 3ou leef thou3te And ffrom 3oure willffull 
werkis 30ure will was chaungid. 1595 SHaxks. Yohn v.iv.25 
Euen as a forme of waxe Resolueth from his figure ’gainst 
the fire. 1641 A7viana 328 Froma slave she became to bea 
Princesse. 1700 DrypEen Pal. & Arc. m1. 750 Meanwhile, 
the health of Arcite still impairs; From bad proceeds to 
worse, 1741 RicHarpson Pamela 1,55 You have made our 
Master, from the sweetest-temper’d Gentleman in the World, 
one of the most peevish. 1771 Gotpsm. Hist. Eng. IL. 203 
From being attacked, the French now in turn became the 
aggressors. 1823 F. Crissotp Ascent Mt. Blanc 23 The 
western arc of the misty circle kindled, from a rosy to a deep 
reddening glow. 1856 FroupE Hist. Eng. (1858) I. iv. 312 It 
became necessary to increase the penalty..from banishment 
to death. 1870 Rocers A7zst. Gleanings Ser. u. 51 From 
villains they became prosperous and independent yeomen. 
1872 BrowninGc /z/ine cx. 6 ‘Temples..which tremblingly 
grew blank From bright. 


8. Used after words which signify distinction, 
difference, unlikeness, etc. 


Formerly more widely used than at present ; we now say 
‘inferior Zo’, ‘other ¢an’, and (usually) ‘ foreign zo’; but 
verbs of distinguishing, differing, etc. still take /vo7z ; so also 
different (but see that word), difference, distinct, etc. 

1377 Lancu. P. Pl. B. Prol. 56 Clotheden hem in copis to 
ben knowen fram othere. 1553 EpEN Treat. Newe Ind. 
(Arb.) 15 The Elephant is a beast .. little inferiour from 
humaine sense. @ 1656 Hates 7vact (1677) 170 Others from 
themselves, 1828 Wuatety (Rez, 1. ii. § 2 Quite foreign 
from all their experience. 1849 Macautay “7st. Eng. I. 82 
The extreme Puritan was at once known from other men by 
his gait. 186z M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I. 47 The Corpora- 
tion had its constitution, not materially differing from those 
of other guilds. @ 1881 Rossrtti House of Life v, Thy Soul 
I know not from thy body. 1887 L. Carrot Game of Logic 
iv. 94 You can’t tell one flower from another, 

+b. used szmply to denote qualitative remote- 
ness, unlikeness, incongruity, etc.; =away from, 
apart or aside from, out of, alien to, vom oneself 
= beside oneself, out of one’s wits. Ods. (Cf. 5 b.) 
c1oso Martyrology (Cockayne) 118 Pzet ic for pe sprece 
from minre zecynde. 1490 Caxton Lzeydos xvii. (heading) 
As a woman disperate and from herselfe. 1531 Exryor Gov. 
ut. xxi, Thou art all inflamed with wrathe, and clene from the 
pacience which thou so much praysest. 1579 FuLKE Heskins’ 
Parl. 58 M. Heskins collections are vaine, and from the 
authors meaning. 1580 SIDNEY Arcadia ul. (1605) 298 He was 
quite from himself. ¢ 1600 Suaks, Sonn. cxlvii, My thoughts 
and my discourse as mad mens are, At random from the 
truth vainely exprest. 1607 Tourneur Rev. Trag. v. i. 
Wks, 1878 II. 132 O pardon me to call you from your 
names! a@1616 Breaum. & FL. Axt. of Malta 11. iv, A very 
hard thing, Sir, and from my power, 1632 MassinceR 
Maid of Hon. u1.i, Ast. But this is from the purpose. Rod, 
To the point then. #1637 B. Jonson tr. Horace’s Art Poet. 
159 If now the phrase of him that speaks shall flow In sound 
quite from his fortune [ fortunis absona]. 

9. Indicating the place, quarter, etc. whence 
something comes or is brought or fetched ; often 
=out of; also after words denoting choice, selec- 
tion, or distinction out of a number or mass of 
individuals. 

1621 Burton Avat. Mel. m1. ii. vi. i. (1651) 545, I light my 
Candle from their Torches. 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 
Iv. 793 From his Herd he culls, For Slaughter, four the 
fairest of his Bulls, 1712-14 Pore Rape Lock 1, 128 Clarissa 
drew .. A two-edged weapon from her shining case. 1808 
Scorr Marm. v. Introd. 145 Such notes as from the Breton 
tongue Marie translated. 1838 Arnotp Hzs¢. Rome I. vii, 
She drew a knife from her bosom. 1843 Fraser's Mag. 
XXVIII. 565 Jenny gathers cranberries from the neighbour- 
ing wood. 1864 Law Times Rep. X. 718/2 A labourer ., 
employed..to dig ballast froma pit. 1879 CuurcH Spenser 
ii, 29 He came from Cambridge. 1885 Law Times LXXX, 











FROM. 


37/2 The following, extracted respectively from The World 
and 7ruth, 1897 F. Hatt in Nation (N. Y.) LXIV. 163/t 
This list I could amplify from my own verbal stores. 

b. with ellipsis of a verb or participle: =coming 
from, taken from, etc. 

1745 De Foe’s Eng. Tradesman xxvi. (1841) I. 266 Serge 
from Taunton and Exeter. 1771 R. Henry Hzst. Gt. Brit. 
I. 1 vi. 378 The Phoenicians from Cadiz were the only 
persons who traded to theseislands. 1849 Macautay Hist, 
fing. I1. 3 Zealous Cavaliers from the country. 1895 Book- 
man Oct. 26/2 The history has been .. distorted by stock 
quotations from the fathers. 

10. Indicating a place or position where action 
or motion is originated which extends beyond that 
place, while the originator remains fixed there (e.g. 
a place whence a person directs his vision, and fig. 
a ‘point of view’). Similarly after words which 
express ‘hanging’, ‘ depending’, and the like. 

rs92 SHaks. Rom. & Ful. m1. v. 228 Fu. Speakest thou 
from thy heart? Mar, And from mysouletoo, 1619 DANIEL 
To Henry Wriothesly 42 He. .doth froma patience hie Looke 
onely on the cause [etc. ]. 1658 7st. O. Christiana’s Progress 
to Rome 246 Gay ornaments hanging from the window’s and 
balcons. 1667 Mitton P. L. xu. 227 God from the mount of 
Sinai..will himself..Ordain them laws. 1697 DryDEN Virg. 
Georg. 1v. 615 The sultry Dog-star from the Sky Scorch’d 
Indian Swains. 1771 R. Henry Hist. Gt. Brit. I. 1. v. 338 
Those who fought from chariots. 1801 SoutHEey Thalaba 
vit. ix, The Cryer from the Minaret, Proclaim’d the midnight 
hour. 1844 Huc’s Tartary 1.150 Each of us hunga bag from 
his shoulders. 1867-76 G. F. Cuampers Astvov. 685 When 
observations are made from the deck of a ship. 1887 L. 
Carrot Game of Logic i. § 3. 35 From their point of view 
they are perfectly right, 

11. Indicating a person as a more or less distant 
source of action, esp. as a giver, sender, or the like. 
In OE. also indicating the agent =by. 

971 Blickl. Hon. 27 Pet he were costod from deofle. 
Téid. 45 Ponne onfop hi from Gode maran mede bonne hi 
from znizum oprum lacum don. ¢ 1205 Lay. 20 After pan 
flode be from drihtene com. ax1240 Uveisun 86 in Cott. 
Hom. 195 Uor bere gretunge Pet Gabriel Se brouhte urom 
ure heouen kinge. ¢1489 Caxton Sounes of Aymon vii. 
159 Ye shall telle the emperour from my behalve, that [etc.]. 
1885 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. ii. 2b, With a 
frigat to accompany us and to bring backe newes from us. 
1605 Suaxs. Macd. 1. iii. 105 He bad me, from him, call 
thee Thane of Cawdor, 1608 — Per. 1. i. 164 An arrow 
shot From a well-experienced archer. 1611 Biste Yo/w 
vii. 29 For I am from him, and he hath sent me. 1662 
SriLuinceL, Orig. Sacr. 1. iii. § 1 Moses tells them as from 
God himself. 1664 Marvett Corr. Wks. 1872-5 II. 159 On 
the third [day]..he had audience from his Majesty. 1790- 
1811 ComBe Deuil upon Two Sticks in Eng. (2817) 1. 263 In 
this business, as in every other, she acted from herself. 1843 
Fraser's Mag. XXVIII. 328 You shall hear from my at- 
torney. 1844 THIrLWALt Hist. Greece VIII. 303 Dionyso- 
dorus, an envoy from Attalus. 1849 MacauLay fst. Eng. 
I, 405 Independence, veracity, self-respect, were things not 
required by the world from him. 1883 Cextury Mag. XXV1. 
g19/r He. .still holds his place from the trustees. 1883 Dazly 
News 22 Sept. 4/6 Virulent abuse from that class of men. 

12. Denoting derivation, source, descent, or the 
like: a. in regard to material things. 

1399 Rolls of Parit. 111. 423/1, 1 Henry of Lancaster .. 
am disendit by right lyne of the Blode comyng from the 
gude lord Kyng Henry therde. 1595 SHaKs, Yom. i. 124 
This Calfe, bred from his Cow. 1646 Sir T. Browne Psend. 
Ep. v.v.239 Eve, who. .anomalously proceeded from Adam. 
1667 Mitton P. Z. v. 480 So from the root Springs lighter the 
green stalk, from thence the leaves Moreaerie. 1697 DRYDEN 
Virg. Georg. w. 481 Clio and Beroe, from one Father both. 
1736 W. STuKELEY in Mem. (Surtees) III. 169 Ebulus or wild 
elder, fancyed to spring from the Danes blood. 1771 R. HENRY 
Hist. Gt. Brit. 1. 1. vi. 371 The greatest rivers sometimes 
flow from the smallest fountains. 1807 CrasBe Par. Reg. 
1. 739 Bequeathed to missions money from the stocks. 1821 
Keats Lamia 1. 334 A real woman, lineal indeed From 
Pyrrha’s pebbles or old Adam’s seed, 1870 ANDERSON 
Missions Amer. Bd. 11, ix.68 Dangerous cuts from a sabre. 

b. in regard to things immaterial ; esf. ‘noting 
progress from premisses to inferences’ (J.). 

1385 IT, Wasnincton tr. Ncholay’s Voy. Ded. P 3 An 
argument drawen from the greatnesse of the labors. 1658 
J. Rozinson Zudoxa ii. 23 The Argumentation is from a 
Similitude, therefore not Apodictick. 1712-14 Porr Rafe 
Lock 1, 1 What dire offence from am’rous causes springs. 
1795 Gentl. Mag. 541/1 You will be astonished at the logick 
which could draw such an inference from that address. 182 
Keats /sadella xiv, Enriched from ancestral merchandise. 
1838 THirLwALt Hist. Greece IV. 223 Several very perni- 
cious consequences arose from this bent of mind. 1839 G. 
Birp Nat. Philos. 40 From these facts the following laws 
have been deduced. 1849 Macautay #/ist. Eng. I. 320 His 
chief pleasures were commonly derived from field sports and 
from an unrefined sensuality, 1887 L. CarroLt Game of 
Logic i. § 2. 21 Let us try to draw a Conclusion from the 
two Premisses. 

13. Indicating a model, rule, copy; also, a person 
or thing after which another is named. 

1596 SHAKs. Tam. Shr. ut. i. 53 For sure AMacides Was 
Aiax, cald so from his grandfather, 1655 STantey //7s¢, 
Philos. t. (1701) 42/2 Cleobulus..had a Daughter whom he 
named Eumetis, but was called commonly from her Father 
Cleobulina. 1697 Drypen #xeid ut. 28, I lay the deep 
Foundations of a Wall; And Enos, nam’d from me, the 
City call. 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 127 You are to con- 
sider what Apartments .. to make on your Ground-plot .. 
and to set them off from your Scale. 1800 H. WELLS Const. 
Neville I11. 266, 1am. .to take charge of a younger brother, 
who was named from him. 181z L. M. Hawkins C’Zess § 
Gertr. III, lix. 259 She sketched objects; she colored from 
nature. 1875 Knight's London (Walford) I. xi. 195 The Bird- 
cage walk..was so named from the cages of an aviary dis- 
posed among the trees which bordered it. mt 


FROMSHAPEN. 


14. Denoting ground, reason, cause, or motive: 
Because of, on account of, owing to, as a result of, 


through. Now replaced in some uses by /or. 

61x SHAKs. Cymb. 1. v. 24 Your Highnesse Shall from 
this practise but make hard your heart. 1622 FLEtcHER Sf. 
Curate ut, iii, For what I now do is not out of spleen. .but 
from remorse of conscience. 1663 CowLry Pindar. Odes 2nd 
Olympique, Argt., He is commended..from his Hospitality, 
Munificence and other Virtues. 1710 Norris Chr, Prud. 
ii. 99 His Cunning is the more odious from the resemblance 
it has to Wisdom. 1762 Gotpsm. C7t. W. xi, From such a 
picture of nature in primeval simplicity. .are you in love with 
fatigue and solitude? 1764 Foote Mayor of G. 1. Wks. 
1799 I. 165 Whether from the fall or the fright, the Major 
mov'd off in a month. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 32/2 
The man could not be brought here... without imminent 
danger of expiring from fatigue. 1796 Hist. in Ann. Reg. 
8 They spoke and acted from principle. 1844 DisRAELI 
Coningsby wv. iii, Remarkable from the neatness .. of its 
architecture. 1849 Macautay //ist. Eng. II. 232 That 
weak apostle who from fear denied the Master. 1851 
Illustr. Lond. News 11 Jan. 23 Nine children died from 
want of breast milk. 1863 Wuyte MetviL_e Gladiators I. 
264 The mighty fabric .. was beginning..to sink and crum- 
ble from its own enormous size and weight. 1883 JZanch. 
Exam. 29 Oct. 5/4 The firm had to suspend payment, not 
from any fault of their own, but from their connection with 
another firm. 1883 Law Ref. 11 Q. Bench Div. 597 The 
censure had been made injuriously and from motives of 
private malice. 1885 T. RALEIGH in Law Q. Rev. Apr. 151 
A person suffering from senile dementia is not a lunatic. 

b. indicating the ground of a judgement, belief, 

or the like. 

¢ 1000 Ags. Gosf. Matt. vii. 16 Fram hyra westmun ge hi 
undergytad. 1673 Ray Yourn. Low C. (1738) I. 7 That the 
rain doth continually wash down earth from the mountains 
..is manifest from the Lagune or flats about Venice. 1855 
J. W. Croker in C. Pagers (1884) III. xxix. 328 From your 
silence I fear the fact is so. 1891 M. R. HasELDEN in Law 
Times XCII. 107/r From the language of the preamble 
you might perhaps fancy that [etc.]. 1894 Solicitors Frui. 
XXXIX. 2/2 It is clear from these decisions that [etc.]. 

15. Used in certain of the above senses (esp. 1, 
2, 3, 9, 10) with an adverb or a phrase (prep. + 
sb. or pron.) as object. a. With obj. an adverb 
(of place or time), as from above, afar, etc. Also, 
more or less pleonastically, before hence, thence, 
whence, henceforth, etc.: see those words. 

¢ 1340 Cursor M. 7505 (Trin.), I hadde no helpe but from 


aboue, /did. 16749 (Fairf.) From then [Gé?¢. fra pan. Zin. 
fro penne]. 1362 Lanot. P. PZ, A. 1m. 105 Com late from bi- 
jonde. a@1553 Puitror Hxam. (1842) 403 A destiny which 


from ever hath been, is, and shall be true. 1625 Bacon &ss., 
Plantations (Arb.) 534 That the Plantation may spread into 
Generations, and not be euer peeced from without. 1685 Dry- 
DEN Thren. August. 169 They mined it near, they battered 
from afar. 1748 THomson Cast. Jmdol. 1. 391 And from beneath 
was heard a wailing sound. 1770 Gotpsm. Des. V70/.116 The 
mingling notes came softened from below, 1821 Keats 
Isabella xxxii, The breath of Winter comes from far away. 
1837 CartyLe /. Rev. I. 11. vii, From of old, Doubt was but 
half a Magician. 

b. Followed bya preposition indicating a static 
condition, as from amidst, beneath, etc. 

c1o00 Ags. Gosp. Matt. iv. 25 Fram bezgeondan iordanen. 
1388 Wycrir Luke xxiv. 49 Til that 3e be clothid with 
vertu from an hi3. 1588 Suaxs. 7%¢. A. iv. i. 44 She culd 
it from among the rest. 1637 Mitton Lycidas 16 The 
sacred well That from beneath the seat of Jove doth spring. 
1671 — Samson 1691 His fiery virtue roused From under 
ashes into sudden flame. 1667 Sir R. Moray Ze#. 10 Dec. 
in Lauderdale Papers (1885) II. 88 There is a Damned 
book come hither from beyond sea called Naphtali. 1710 
STEELE Vatler No. 170 P 4, I thought it better to remove a 
studious Countenance from among busy ones. 1719 Dr For 
Crusoe 1. vi, That they might feast on fresh meat from on 
shore, as we did with their salt meat from on board. 176 
[see 5b]. 1786 Mackenzie Lounger No. 56 (1787) II. 197, 
I see my grandmother .. looking at me from under her 
spectacles, 1835 Lyrron Rzenzi1.i, A body of horsemen.. 
dashed from amidst the trees. 

c. Followed, more or less pleonastically, by a 
prep. of similar meaning, as oz, out of, forth, off, 
where each prep. serves to strengthen or supple- 
ment the sense of the other. 

ce1s592 Martowr JZassacre Paris u. iii, His soul is fled 
from out his breast. 1594 Hooker Zecé. Pol. 1. viii. § 5 
[A principle] drawn from out of the very bowels of heaven 
and earth. 1607 SHaks. 77707 1. i. 138, I will choose Mine 
heyre from forth the Beggers of the world. 1632 G. Hucurs 
Saints Losse 51 Know ye not that God hath taken away 
your captaine from off your heads this day? 1700 DrypEN 
Pal. § Arc. 1. 514 Knights unhorsed may rise from off the 
plain. 1789 G. Waiter Se/borne (1813) I. xiv. 256 From out 
of the side of this bed leaped an animal. 1820 Keats S7/, 
Agnes xxx, While he from forth the closet brought a heap 
fetc.]. 1887 A. Birrett Odster Dicta Ser. u. 150 Ready to 
engage with all comers on all subjects from out the stores 
of his accumulated knowledge. 


+ B. quasi-adv.=away. (Cf. Fro B.) Only in 

phr. to and from (=to and fro), from and back. 
a1450 Kut. de la Tour (1868) 60 The synner that gothe 

ofte to and from in his foule plesaunce. 1608 TopsELL 
Serpents (1658) 608 A sliding snake .. Gliding along the 
altar, from and back. 

+ C. quasi-corj. = from the time when. (Cf. Fro 
Cor) nOes. 


?a@1366 CHaucer Rom. Rose 850 From she was twelve 
yeer of age, She of hir love graunt him made. ¢1500 
Lancelot 1432 Euery gilt .. Done frome he passith the 3eris 
of Innocens. 1583 BaBincton Commandm. ix. Applic. 
Wks. (1637) 92 From morning to night, from wee rise till we 
gee to bed. 1602 Warner 4/6, Eng. x1. Ixvi. (1612) 282 From 

Llizabeth to Raigne, and I to liue begunne. 
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Frome, Fromenty : see Frumet, FRUMENTY. 
Fromple, var. of FruMPLE. 


+ Fromshapen, #//. a. Obs. Also 6 frame- 
shapen. [f. FRom+SHAPEN; ?in imitation of L. 
déformatus.] Deformed, misshapen. 

1581 J. Bet tr. Haddon’s Answ. Osor. u. 756, This 
extraordinarie Jurisdiction of the Pope, is a most. . deformed 
frameshapen chaungelyng. 1594 Carew Hwarte’s Exam. 
Wits xv. § 4. 307 How from-shapen this philosophy is, which 
Aristotle bringeth in. : 

Fromward, sd. dia/. Also frommard. [app. 


subst. use of next: see FRoz.] =F Rog. 
1883 Hants Gloss., Fromward or Frommard, a tool used 
in lath-rending or cleaving. 1890 Glouc. Gloss., Hrommard. 


+ Fromward, @., adv., prep. Obs. Forms: 
1 fromweard (ad7.), 3 frommard, south. vrom- 
mard, 3-4 framward, 4-6 fromwarde, 3- from- 
ward, [f. FRom+-WARD.] 

A. adj. =Turned from or away. 


attrib.) 

1. Departing, about to depart. (Only OE.) 

e888 K. ALFRED Boeth. xi. § 2 AElc para pe pas woruld 
zeszelba hefb ober tweza obpe he wat pet he him from- 
wearde beop odde he hit nat. c 1000 Seafarer 71 Adl opbe 
yldo obbe eczhete feezum fromweardum feorh odpringed. 

2. Froward. 

c1275 Luue Ron 45 in O. £. Misc. 94 Peo luue pat ne may 
her abyde. -hit is fals and mereuh and frouh And fromward 
invychon tide. 1576 Peterson tr. Della Casa’s Galateo 25, 
I call them Fromward people, which will in all things be 
ouertwart to other men. 

B. adv. 

1. Ina direction which leads from, or is turned 
from, a given place or object. 

@ 1547 Surrey Ps, ly. 1 Give ear to my suit, Lord ! from- 
ward hide not thy face. 1552 Hutoers.v. Becke..Wyth a 
becke fromwarde or to warde. 1591 SyLvester Du Bartas 
I. iv. 354 They from-ward turn. 1711 Loud. Gaz. No. 4917/4 
The forepart of his Mane longest, the one part being short, 
lies toward, the other fromward. 

attrib. 1645 WitHER Vox Pacif. 41 Who can unite again 
a Broken-bone, Whose parted ends, are set the fromward way. 

2. Of time : Onward from a given date. 

€ 1400 Maunbev. (1839) xviii. 197 And fro thens fromward, 
thei ben alle obeyssant to him. 

3. jig. In a different or diverse way, contrarily. 

a31228 Ancr. R. 134 Heo makiedS frommard hore nest— 
softe widuten, & borni widinnen. JZé7d. 248 Lo! nu, hu 
urommard beod pe ontfule to ure Louerd ! 

C. prep. 

1. Ina direction which leads from or is turned 
from (an object), away from. 

c1205 Lay. 1899 Geomagog .. budde Corineum frommard 
{1275 framward] his breoste. ax1225 Ancr. R. 112 Pe hole 
half & te cwike dole drowen pet vuele blod ut frommard pe 
unhole. ¢1300 eket 886 And kniztes that were ek with 
him al framward him drowe. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De 
P. R. xiv. ii. (Tollem. MS.), Mounteynes ben..rered from- 
warde pe erpe towarde be heuen. 1493 Hestivall (W. de W. 
1515) 50b, All his steppes towarde and fromwarde the holy 
churche. 1551 RecorpE Cast. Knowl. (1556) 93 To go wyth 
their feet the one against the other, and their heddes the 
one fromwarde the other. 1580 S1pNEy Arcadia (1622) 127 
As cheerefully going towards, as Pyrocles went frowardly 
fromward his death. 165: Hogppes Leviath. 1. vi. 23 When 
the Endeavour is fromward something, it is generally called 
Aversion. 1673 Phzl. Trans, VIII. 5194 Shooting it self 
forth into several points or stiriz ..from-ward its Center, 
1713 Deruam Phys. Theol. 1. xii. 221 The Feathers being 
placed fromward the Head toward the Tail. 

b. with tmesis, from .. ward. 

1565-73 Cooper Thesaurus s.v. Auersus, Auersis .. cor- 
nibus,.. with the corners from the sunne warde. 1603 J. 
Davies Microcosm. (Grosart) 22/2 Sol.. makes vs heavie 
going from-vs-ward. 1633 T. James Voy. 13 The Ice had 
broken from the Ship-ward. 1703 T. N. City § C. Pur- 
chaser 29 To signifie that a Wall..doth not stand up right, 
but leans from-you-ward, when you stand before it. 

2. Contrary to, different from. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 100 Hercned nu .. al an oder speche, & 
frommard tisse vorme. 

So Fromwards adv. and prep. 

c1ooo Sax. Leechd. 11. 142 Gif hunta zebite mannan, 
sleah pry scearpan neah fromweardes. 1634-5 BRERETON 
Trav. (1844) 109 Those are also called to account that 
are met walking fromwards the Church. 1664 Relat. Proc. 
at Hertford Assize Aug. 7 With his face from-wards the 
place where they usually met. 1674 N. Fairrax Bulk & 
Selv. 119 A pend or earnest strift fromwards, 1713 DrrHAm 
Phys.-Theol,. v. i. 316 Towards or fromwards the Zenith. 
1855 Morton Cycl. Agric. Il. 723 Kromward (West Eng.), 
land is ploughed ‘framwards’ when the horses are turning 
to the right. 1880 Jerreries Gt. Estate 159 The carters 
.. Saying ‘toward’ for anything near or leaning towards 
you, and ‘ vrammards’ for the reverse. 

+ Froncle. Ods. rare. [a. OF. froncle, ad. L. 
Jurunculus Furuncue.] <A furuncle or boil. 

1543 TRAHERON Vigo's Chirurg. (1586) 53. 1847 BoorpDE 
Brev,. Health \xxiii, 26b, A froncle is a lytle impostume 


ingendred of a gross bloud, 

Frond (frgnd), sb... [ad. L. frond-, frons leaf, 
applied by Linnzeus in a specific sense, in contra- 
distinction to foldum leaf.] a 

1. Bot. The leaf-like organ formed by the union 
of stem and foliage in certain flowerless plants. 
Formerly (and still in loose popular language) 
applied also to the large compound leaves, e. g. of 
the palm, banana, etc. 

[2753 Cuampers Cyc/, Supp. s.v. Leaf, Frondes expresses 
leaves consisting of several other leaves and forming the 


(See also B, 1 





FRONDESCENT. 


whole plant.] 1785 Martyn Rousseau’s Bot. xxxii. 489 
Our common species .. may be known by the frond or leaf 
being ovate. 1791 W. Bartram Carolina 478 The lower 
larger fronds were digitated, or rather radiated. 1840 E. 
Newman Srit, Ferns Introd. (1844) 31 The fronds of ferns 
are generally much divided. 1858 T. R. Jones Aguar 
Nat. 14 One or two fragments of stone with fronds of green 
sea-weed growing thereon, 1874 C. Geixie Life in Woods 
vi. 110 The broad fronds of the pine trees. 1877 — Christ 
liv. (1879) 66 Cutting fronds .. from the palm-trees, that 
lined the path. 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 235 A frond differs 
from an ordinary leaf in usually bearing fructification. 
attrib, 1877 ¥. HeatH Fern W. 112 One of the latter 
contains a frond-bud or imperfect germ. ‘ ; 
2. Zool. A leaf-like expansion found in certain 


animal organisms. 

1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 323 Small, foliaceous, fronds 
solitary. 1876 Hartry Mat, Med. (ed. 6) 370 The fronds 
are mucilaginous when young. s : 

Frond (frend), sd.2. Surg. [ad. F. fronde lit. 
‘sling’. The Syd. Soc. Lex. gives, as obsolete, a 
latinized form frondzam.] (See quot.) 

1848 Craic, Frond .. a bandage employed principally in 
wounds and diseases of the nose and chin, and more espe- 
cially in cases of fracture or dislocation of the lower jaw. 

Frond (frend), v. sonce-wd. [f. FRoND 50,1] 
intr. To wave with fronds. 

1866 BiackmMore Cradock Nowell i, A massive wood .. 
crisping, fronding, feathering. .here and there. 

Frond, obs. form of FRIEND. 

Frondage (fip:ndédz). [f. Fronp sd.1 + -acn.] 
The fronds (of a tree or plant) collectively. Some- 
times improperly used as a synonym of foliage. 

1842 Sir A. DE VERE Song of Faith 21 Cedarn woods with 
shadowy frondage cool. 187 SwinpurneE Songs bef. Sunrise, 
Hertha, The tree many-rooted.. With frondage red-fruited. 
1885 Lapy Brassey The Trades 475 Jamaica, with its tree- 
ferns and flowerless frondage. 

Frondaille, var. of FRUNDEL. Ods. 

+ Fro‘ndated, 2. Ols. rare. [f. L. frondat-us 
leaved (f. frond-, frons leaf) + -rpD1.] ‘ Leaved, 
having leaves’ (1727 Bailey vol. Il). 

+ Fronda‘tion. Os. rare—1. [ad. late L. 

Srondition-em, f. frond-, froins leaf.] (See quot.) 

1664 Evetyn Sylva xxviii. 77 Lastly, Frondation or the 
taking off some of the luxuriant branches and sprays, of 
such ‘Trees. .is a kind of pruning. 

|| Fronde (frond). 77. Ast. [F. fronde sling.] 
The name given to the party which rose in rebellion 
against Mazarin and the Court during the minority 
of Louis XIV; hence, a malcontent party; also, 
violent political opposition. 

1798 J. Q. Apams Wks. (1854) IX. 206 The history of 
France during the periods of the League and the Fronde. 
1808 Edin. Rev. XII. 493 Was there ever a mixed consti- 
tution without a fronde? 1831 Disraevi Vung. Duke mu. x. 
136 A fronde was formed but they wanted a De Retz. 
1889 Athenxum 20 Apr. 507/2 His chance came in the 
Jronde against the Second Empire when its day was waning. 

+ Pronded, /f/.a.1 [ad. L. frondatus: see 
FRoNDATED.] Having leaves or foliage. 

1640 HowEtt Dodona’s Gr. i. 19 The Clustre of Diadems 
which begirt her high fronded forehead 
Fronded (frpndéd), A/. a.2 

-ED2.] Having fronds. 

1882 Wutttier L/ernal Goodness 20, I know not where 
His islands lift Their fronded palms in air. 1883 W. 
Westaut Ralph Norbreck’s Trust U1. xiv. 186 She was 
sitting..under the fronded roof of the mighty palms. 

Frondent (frp:ndént), a. [ad. L. frondent-em, 
pr. pple. of frondére to put forth leaves.] Full of 
fronds or leaves, leafy. 

1677 T. Harvey tr. Owen's Efigr. ut. No. 118, I, Phoebus 
Tree, still frondent, flourishing. 1727 Battery vol. II, 
Frondent, bringing forth Leaves. 1837 Carty_e Fr». Rev. 
I. vu. vi, That broad frondent Avenue de Versailles. 1864 
— Fredk. Gt. x1. i. (1865) 1V. 12 Areal Newspaper, frondent 
with genial leafy speculation, 1863 Reader 7 Nov. 537 The 
-- broad frondent banana-like leafage. 

Frondesce (fignde's), v. [ad. L. frondescére 
(see FRONDESCENT).] zz¢v. To put forth leaves. 

a1816 StaucHTon Lxlogy Dr. Rush in Pickering Vocab. 
(x816) s.v., His powers began now to frondesce and blossom. 
[Hence 1846 in WorceEsTER.] 

Frondescence (frpnde'séns). [ad. mod.L. 

Srondescentia, f. L. frondescent-em: see next and 
-ENCE.] (a) The process or period of coming into 
leaf. () The conversion or development of other 
organs into leaves. (c) Fronds or leaves collectively. 

{2793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Frondescentia, leafing season. . 
the time of the year when plants first unfold their leaves]. 
1841 Maunper Scz. §& Lit. Treas., Frondescence .. the pre- 
cise time of the year and month in which each species of 
plant unfolds its leaves. 1888 Harper's Mag. July 
LXXVII. 216 Nearly as bright are the masses of pomme- 
cannelle frondescence, the groves of lemon and orange. 

Frondescent (fignde'sént), a. [ad. L. fron- 
descent-em, pr. pple. of frondescére, freq. of fron- 
dére to put forth leaves, f. frond-, frons leaf.] 
Springing into leaf; expanding into fronds. 

1828 Stark Llem. Nat. Hist. 11. 435 Polypiferous masses 
sub-stony, with crustaceous or frondescent expansions. 1846 
Dana Zooph, (1848) 125 Frondescent or papillose appen- 
dages. 1858 J. Martineau Stud. Chr. (1873) 411 A young 
frondescent life would show itself again, 

Hence Fronde‘scently adv. 

1846 Dana Zooph, (1348) 125 Tentacles papillose or fron- 
descently lobed, 


[f. Fronp sé.1+ 
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FRONDEUR. 


|| Frondeur (frondér). [F. frondeur, f. fronde 
(see FRONDE).] 

1. #y. Hist. A member of the Fronde. 

1798 Anecd. Dist. Persons IV. 333 Would to Heaven that 
the late Frondeurs in that Country had been as harmless. 

2. transf. A malcontent, an ‘ irreconcilable’. 

1847 Loner. in ZL7/é (1891) II. 93 All Americans who 
return from Europe malcontent with their own country, we 
call Frondeurs, 1880 Daily Tel. 22 Sept., Are the French, 
then, incurable frondeurs? incorrigible revolutionists, who 
must attack a Minister simply because he is ‘in’? 

Frondiferous (frgndi-féras), a. [f. L. frondi- 
fer bearing leaves (f. frond-, FRonp 50,1: see 
-(1)FEROUS).] Bearing leaves or fronds. 

1599 R. Lincne Anc. Fiction Miij, Ouershadowed with 
frondiferous boughes. 1656 Brount Glossogr., Frondi- 
Jerous, that beareth leaves or branches. 1825 HamiLTon 
Handbk. Terms, Frondiferous in Botany, bearing leaves. 
1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., Frondiferous, leaf-bearing ; applied 
to flowers which produce leaves, Also applied to plants, 
like ferns, which bear fronds. 

Frondiform (fryndifprm), a. [f. L. frond-, 
Fronp sd.!+-()rorm.] Having the shape of a 
frond. 

1885 in Syd. Soc. Lex. we § 

Frondigerous (frgndi-dgéras), a. [f. L. frond-, 
FRonD 56.! + -(1)GEROUS.] Bearing fronds. 

1885 in Syd. Soc. Lex. 

Frondiparous (frpndi-paras), a. [f. L. frond-, 
Fronp 50.1 + par-cre to bring forth+-ous.] Pro- 
ducing leaves instead of fruit. 

1866 Treas. Bot., Frondiparous, a monstrosity, consisting 
in the production of leaves instead of fruit. 1885 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Hrondiparous, \eaf producing; applied to flowers 
which produce leaves. i 

Frondivorous (frgndi‘voras), a. [f. L. frond-, 
Fronp s6.! + -vov-us devouring + -ous.] Eating 
or feeding on leaves. 

1828 SoutuEy Ze/¢. (1856) IV. 126 Graminivorous, fron- 
divorous, carnivorous. 

Frondlet (frp-ndlet). 
A little frond. 

1862 Frul. R. Dublin Soc. Apr. 348 The first young frondJet 
was seen to be protruded from the nipple end of the 
sporangia. 1881 G. ALLEN Lvolutionist at Large xxii. 213 
Hach frondlet..is separately symmetrical as well. 

Frondose (irgndows), a [ad. L. frondos-us, 
f. frond-, FROND sé.1] Covered with fronds ; 
having the form or appearance of a frond. In 
early use, + Leafy, leaf-like. 

1721-92 Baitry, /rondose, leavy or full of leaves. 
Martyn Lang. Lot., A frondose stem; applied to Palms. 
1807 J. E. Smiru Phys. Bot. 493 Liverworts. Of these the 
herbage is commonly frondose. 1831 Loupon Eucycl. Agric. 
§ 3987 (ed. 2) 648 The branches of frondose trees. 1890 H. M. 
Stantey Darkest Africa I. xxviii. 260 Banana groves 
..extended out in deep frondiose [szc] groves far into the 
Semliki Valley, 

b. Comb., frondose-branched a., having flat 
branches spread horizontally like the fronds of 
a fern. 

1831 Loupon Lucycl. Brit. § 3987 (ed. 2) 648 Resinous 
or frondose-branched trees, 

Hence Frondo:sely adv., Frondo’seness. 

1727 Baitey vol. Il, /rondoseness, leafiness. 1882 Crom- 
Big in Lncycl. Brit, XIV. 561/2 Thallus frondosely dilated. 

+ Frondo’sity. Ods. [f. as prec. +-17y.] 

1. Leafiness. 

1656 Brounr Glossogr., F’rondosity, \eaviness, or aptness 
to bear leaves. 1772 Nucent tr. Hist. Yr. Gerund 1. 330 
In the frondosity of a pleasant meadow. 

2. (See quot.) 

1658 Puituirs, /vondosity, a flourishing with green leaves, 
ong bee under the architrave, 

+ Frondo:sous, a. Ods.—° [badly f. L. fron- 
dos-us (see FRONDOSE) +-0US.] (See quot.) 

1623 CockerAM, /ronxdosous, full of leaues, 

Frondous (frgndas), a. [ad. L. frondos-us ; 
see RONDOSE and -ous.] Leafy (see quots.). 

1828 WexsTeRr (citing Milne) s.v., A frondous flower is one 
which is leafy, one which produces branches charged with 
both leaves and flowers. 1864 Sir K. James Yasso xvi. xii, 
Among the frondous boughs. 1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., ron- 
dous, having branches bearing both leaves and flowers. 
Also, a term applied to flowers parts of which develop into 
leafy structures. iS. 

Frondule (frgndiwl). [dim. of Fronp 50.1; 
see -ULE.] A small frond (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885). 

|| Frons (frgnz). [Lat.] =Fronr 5d. 1c. 

1856-8 W. CLark Van der Hoeven's Zool. I. 290 Poly- 
zonium Brandt. ‘Two series of 3 small eyes in the frons. 

Front (frvnt), sd.(anda@.) Forms: 3-7 frount(e, 
frunt(e, 4 Sc. froynt(t, 4-6 fronte, 4,6 frownt, 
(4 frond), 3- front. [a. OF. and Fr. front, ad. 
L. front-em, frons the forehead. ] 

I. Forehead, face. 

1, =ForruwaD I. 
rhetorical language. 

cx2z90 S. Eng. Leg. I. 169/2176 Bote fram pe ri3t half ofis 
frount. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Machor 1547 Pe takine of pe 

cors to mak, one par froynttis, 1390 Gower Cowf. I. 47 A 
sterre whit Amiddes in her front she [the hors] hadde. c 1450 
St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 405 Pe calf is rede I undertake, With 
a white sterne in pe fronte. 148 Caxton AZyrr. u. v. 71 
Peple ther. .haue only but one eye, and that standeth right 
in the myddys of the fronte or forhede. 1585 T, WAsHINGTON 
tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. vi. 4by On theyr heads a Saracoll of 


[f Fronp 56.14 -Lur.] 
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Crymson velvet, and before the front the bande, a silver 
socket set with long feathers. 1602 SHaxs. Havz. ut. iv. 56 
See what a grace was seated on his Brow, Hyperions curles, 
the front of Ioue himselfe. 1671 Mitton Samson 496 The 
mark of fool set on his front! 1735 SomERVILLE Chase Ul. 
513 Soon he rears Erect his tow’ring Front. 1777 SHERIDAN 
Sch. Scand, A Portrait 13 Ye matron censors. . Whose peer- 
ing eye and wrinkled front declare, etc. 1814 Scorr Ld. 
of Isles vi. xxxvii, And bore he..Such noble front, such 
waving hair? 1847 Lyrron Lucretia (1853) 227 Her nostrils 
dilated, and her front rose erect. 1884 W. Attincuam Black- 
berries (1890) 88 Blear eyes, huge ears, and front of ape. 
b. in fig. phrases, after Shakspere. 

1604 SHAKS. Oth. 1. iil. 80 The verie head, and front of my 
offending. /ézd. 11. i. 52 (Qq.) To take the safest occasion 
by the front. 1816 Kratince 7vav. (1817) 1.15 This was 
the whole front of his offending. 1878 Mortry Condorcet 
37 Placing social aims at the head and front of his life. 

ce. rarely used techn., e.g. in Entomology. 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Zxtonzol. (1828) 111. xxxiy. 483 The front 
of insects may be denominated the middle part of the face 
between the eyes. 

2. By extension: The whole face. Cf. Fr. front. 
front to front (arch.) =face to face: see Facn 2 d. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1x. ix. (1495) 354 Januarius 
is paynted wyth two frontes to shewe and to teche the be- 
gynnynge and ende of the yere. c1450 Wirour Saluacioun 
79t Nor hire nekke nor hire front vsed sho to bere vppright. 
1508 Dunpar flyting w. Kenunedie 84 Fy ! feyndly front, 
far fowlar than ane fen. @ 1605 Potwart /lyting w. Mont- 
gomerie 784 Jock Blunt, thrawin frunt! 1605 SHaks. Mac. 
IV. ili. 232 Front to Front, Bring thou this Fiend of Scotland 
and my selfe. 1654 WuiTLock Zoofomia 82 Brazen Impu- 
dence. .hath two fronts, its boasting one, and bold one: with 
the one they look back .. the other looketh forward. 1697 
Creecu Manilius 1. ix, They stand not front to front, but 
each doth view The others Tayl, pursu’d as they pursue. 
1698 FrvER Acc. £, India § P. 292 Antelopes .. guarding 
their Fronts, scampering with their Heads to the Harth, to 
avoid the... Enemy aloft. 1767 Sir W. Jones 7 Mountains 
Poems (1777) 50 Till thrice the sun his rising front has 
shown. 1802 Breppors Hygéia 1. 39 Those .. have the 
courage to treat it, front to front, in a manner corresponding 
to the enormity of the consequences [etc.]. 1855 TENNYSON 
Maud it. i. 28 For front to front in an hour we stood. 

3. +a. The face as expressive of emotion or char- 
acter; expression of countenance (ods.). + b. Bear- 
ing or demeanour in confronting anything; degree 
of composure or confidence in the presence of 


danger, ete. 

¢1374 Cuaucrer Boeth. u. pr. viii. 47 (Camb. MS.) Whan 
she[fortune] descouereth hir frownt and sheweth hir maneres. 
c¢1477 Caxton Fason 104 b, [Medea] commanded that her 
ladies..shold put on the fayr fronte in entencion to make 
feste solempne. 1637 Hrywoop Royall King 1. Wks, 1874 
VI. 17 That face..beares the selfe-same front. 1711 STEELE 
Spect. No. 20? 3 A Fellow that is capable of shewing an 
impudent Front before a whole Congregation. 1762 F'aL- 
CONER Shifw~r. 11. 347 Who, patient in adversity, still bear 
The firmest front. 1800-24 CAMPBELL Poems, Visiting Scene 
in Ayrshire iv, Through the perils of chance .. May thy 
front be unalter’d. 1821 Scotr Kenz/w. vi, The..unclouded 
front of anaccomplished courtier. 1873-4 Dixon Two Queens 
IV. xxu. ix. 221 Kildare .. resolved to .. meet his accusers 
with a brazen front. 

transf, 1855 Prescott Philip IJ, 1. 1. xiv. 309 The league, 
which had raised so bold a front against the government, 
had crumbled away. 1860 TyNDALL Géac. 1, xi. 76 The lime- 
stone bastions..preserved a front of gloom and grandeur. 

4. Effrontery, impudence. Cf. Face 7, Foru- 
HEAD 2. Now rare. So, + man of front. To 
have the front : to be sufficiently impudent. 

1653 H. More Avitid. Ath, m1. ix. (1712) 170, I .. wonder 
how any man, except one of the most hardened front, can 
[etc.]. 1709 SteELE Tatler No. 168 P 3 Men of Front carry 
Things before ‘em with little Opposition. 1717 Dr For 
Ment. Ch, Scot. (1844) 5. With what Front the Absurdities 
charg’d on her could be broach’d in the World. | 1849 
Macautay “7st. Eng. Il. 293 None of the commissioners 
had the front to pronounce that [etc.]. 

II. Foremost part. 

5. A@/. a. The foremost line or part of an army 
or battalion. Also, +a rank (0ds.), and in words 
of command; e.g. files to the front, right in front. 

1350 Will. Palerne 3584 In sexe semli batailes. .al be fore 
in pe frond he ferde ban him-selue. c1400 Destr. Troy 1278 
Pan..ffrochit into pe frount &a fray made. 1470-85 Matory 
Arthur u. x, 87 But alweyes kyng Lot helde hym in the 
formest frunte. 1598 Barret Zheor. Warres Gloss. 250 
Fronte, a French word, is the face or foreparte of asquadron 
or battell. 1607 SuHaks. Cov. 1. vi. 8 Both our powers, with 
smiling Fronts encountring. 1625 Markuam Sozldiers 
Accid. 6 The Rankes are called Frunts, because they stand 
formost..but in truth none can properly be called the Frunt, 
but the ranke which standeth formost. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
vi. t05 Front to Front Presented stood in terrible array. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. u. 378 As Legions in the Field 
their Front display. x700 S, L. tr. Hryke’s Voy, E. Ind. 6% 
Commanded Captain Jochem, who led the Blacks, to march 
in the Front. 1775 R. Kine in Life § Corr. (1894) I. 9 They 
.. began their march, with a very wide Front. 1838-43 
Arnotp Hist. Rome 11, xliii. t4x The..Gaulish horse 
charged the Romans front to front. 1859 F. A. GrirritHs 
Artil. Man. (1862) 7 Files to the front. /dzd. 18 A column 
Left in front will bring its rear companies to the front. 
Ibid. 19 Open column, right in front—right about face, 

b. Line of battle. : 

1375 Barsour Brace xvu. 569 The Ingliss men com on 
sadly..Richt in a frount vith a baner. c1400 Dest». Tray 
10869 And all fore to pe fight in a frunt hole, 1607 TopsELt 
Four, Beasts (1658) 249 They used to terrifie the Bar- 
barians, setting their Horses in a double front, so as they 
appeared headed both wayes. 1623 Bincuam Xenophon 78 
If we aduance in a large Front..if ina narrow Front. 1667 
Mitton P. Z. 1. 563 Advanc’t in view they stand, a horrid 
Front Of dreadful length. 1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4744/2 Our 

















FRONT. 


.. Army .. marched .. to Attack the Enemy in full Front. 
1838 Tuirtwai Greece III. 349 The Spartans.. preserving 
an even and unbroken front. 1886 Daily News 13 Sept. 5/7 
The troops marched past, the infantry in company fronts and 
the cavalry by half squadrons. 

c. The foremost part of the ground occupied, or 
in wider sense, of the field of operations ; the part 
next the enemy. Also, the foremost part of a posi- 
tion, as opposed to the vear. 

1665 Mantey Grotius’ Low C. Warres 440 Not onely the 
Front as heretofore, but the backside also. .rendred unsafe. 
1781 Gispon Decl. & /. II. xli. 504 Belisarius protected his 
front with a deep trench. 1810 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. 
VI. 367, I propose to move up the infantry of the army to the 
front again. 1844 H. H. Witson rit. /ndia 111. 320 One 
division .. was sent to take the stockades in rear, while 
another .. threatened them from the front. 1879 Firr- 
Cookson Armies of Balkans i. 6 To see him before his 
departure for the front next day. 1889 R. Kietinc Willie 
Winkie 72 British Regiments were wanted—badly wanted — 
at the Front. 

Jig. 1846 GREENER Sct. Gustnery 54 The present state of 
our artillery requires an advance to the front, to be inaline 
with the march of science. 

d. The direction towards which the line faces 
when formed. Change of front: see CHANGE v. 
9b; inquot. fg. To make front to: to face in the 
direction of; in quot. fig. 

1832 in Prop. Regul. Instr. Cavalry m1. 46. 1833 Regul. 
Instr. Cavalry 1.14 ‘The whole will face, as accurately as 
possible, to their former front. 1837 CartyLe “ry. Rev. III. 
I. i. (1872) 9 The improvised Municipals make front to this 
also. 1879 Luppock Adar. Pol. §& Educ. iv. 92 This change 
of front seems to be founded on the report of the Board of 
Education for Scotland. 1891 Daily News 28 Nov. 5/6 The 
eventuality of a war with two fronts—that is to say, with 
France and Russia—was foreseen. 


e. Front of fortification: see quot. 1859. 

1851 J. S. Macautay Meld Fortif. 23 The outline above 
traced is called a Front of Fortification. 1859 F. A. GrirritHs 
Artil, Man, (1862) 261 A Front of Fortification consists of 
two half bastions, and a curtain, 

6. Arch. ‘Any side or face of a building, but 
more commonly used to denote the entrance side’ 
(Gwilt); occas. collect. in stng., and pi, =‘ the four 
sides’ (of a mansion). Also dack-, rear-front. 

1365 Durham Hain. Rolls (Surtees) 41 Non fecit clausu- 
ram tenementisui de le front. 1382 Wyciir £zek. xl. 9 He 
metide..the frount therof in two cubitis. c1440 Prowzp. 
Parv. 181/t Frownt, or frunt of a churche, or oper howsys. 
1624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 16 And the contrary fault of 
low distended Fronts, is as unseemly. 1703 Moxon Mech, 
Exerc. 265 A Building, which is 25 Feet, both in the Front 
and Reer Front. 1760-72 tr. fuan §& Ulloa’s Voy. (ed. 3) II. 
32 The fronts being of stone. 1806 Gazetteer Scotd. (ed. 2) 
144 The Town-house, an elegant structure, with a handsome 
front. 1841 W. Spacpine /tadly § Lt. Lsd. IL. 150 Monastic 
cloisters with their dark length of front. did. 166 One of 
the back-fronts of the old palace. 1888 Burcon Zzves 12 
Gd, Men Il. xii, 355 The garden front was most incon- 
veniently embowered. .in forest trees. 1893 W. P. CourtTNEY 
in Academy 13 May 413/t The fronts of the mansion were 
decorated with statues by skilled sculptors. : 

7. gen. The part or side of an object which seems 
to look ont or to be presented to the eye; the fore- 
part of anything, the part to which one normally 
comes first. Opposed to dack, esp. in objects that 
have only two sides. Cf. Baok sd. 3. 

¢1400 Destr. Troy 10814 In pe frunt of bat faire yle, Was 
a prouynse of prise. 1555 Even Decades 85 We found the 
fyrst front of this land to bee broader. 1577 B. GoocE 
Heresbach’s Hush. 1. (1586) 41 b, A lowe kinde of Carre with 
a couple of wheeles, and the Frunt armed with sharpe 
Syckles. 1605 Suaxs, dZacé. v. viii. 47 Had he his hurts 
before? I, on the Front. 1705 Appison /¢aly 5 The Front 
to the Sea is not large, but there are a great many Houses 
behind it built up the Side of the Mountain. 1788 Gispon 
Decl. § F.\. (Milman) V. 2 The southern basis presents a 
front of a thousand miles to the Indian Ocean. 1823 H. J. 
Brooke Lutrod. Crystallogr. 287 The opposite angles, edges, 
and planes, which are supposed to form the back of the 
engraved figure, are respectively similar to those which 
appear on its front. 18gz CarPENTER Man. Phys. (ed. 2) 
398 The sternum itself being so largely developed, as to 
cover almost the entire front of the body. 1893 F. W. 
Marrtanp Mem. de Pari. Introd. 92 The skin being thin, 
the writing on the front could be seen upon the back. 

b. transf. With reference to time: The first 
period ; the beginning. foe?. 

c1600 SHaks. Som. cii, Philomel in summer’s front doth 
sing. 1842 Tennyson Gard. Daz. 28 More black than 
ashbuds in the front of March. 1883 STEVENSON Sz/verado 
Sg. 237 A hawthorn in the front of June. 

+¢@., =FRONTIER 50. 4. Ods. 

1589 Greene Sf. AZasqguerado Wks. (Grosart) V. 256 
When the Sarasens. . had inuaded Germanie, and the frontes 
of France. 1593 Hotiysanp /%. Dict. P2b, Les frontieres 
d'un pais, the frontiers of a countrey: the front or marches. 

d. Mining. =F ACE 20a. ; Nea 

1737 tr. Frezier's Voy. S. Sea 183 A Mine, which is 4o 
Varas, or Spanish Yards in Front. 1867 W. W. Smyru Coad §- 
Coalmining 140 Let us now turn our attention to the ‘face’ 
or front of the working. : 

e. Land facing a road, river, the sea, etc.; a 


frontage. 

1766 Laws of N. Carolina (1791) 234 The Water Fronts of 
the Lots herein before mentioned. 1769 Bp. Wilton Inclos. 
Act 2 Occupiers of ancient messuages, cottages, houses or 
fronts. 

f. Theatrical. (See quots.) 

1810 Scotr Fam. Lett. 30 Mar. (1894) I. 174 There was fine 
work in the front, as they call the audience part of the 
house, 1894 Zvening News 18 Oct. 2/6 ee speaking, 
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FRONT. 


the ‘front of the house’ means the audience; but among 
theatrical employés the ‘front of the house’ means every- 
body engaged to work before the curtain. i ’ 

+ 8. The first part or line of anything written or 
printed. Jn the front: at the head. Ods. 

1576 Freminc Panopl. Efist. 435, I could not but in y® 
very front and beginning of my letter, use this. 1594 
Buiunvevit Lverc. m1. 1. xx. (ed. 7) 324 Six Columnes, 
every front or head whereof is noted with three great letters, 
D. M. S. signifying degrees, minutes, and seconds. 1654 
Wuittock Zootomia 94 A Catalogue of above three hundred 
Advisers, and his name in the Front. 1697 DrypENn Virg. 
Past. vi. 17 Thy Name..Shall in the front of every Page be 
shown. 

+b. = FRONTISPIECE 5d. 3 or 4. Obs. 

1647 Crasnaw Poems 128 If with distinctive eye and mind 
you look Upon the front, you see more than one book. 
a1718 Penn Life Wks. 1726 I. 147 Which the Reader may 
find in the Front of the Books they [the Prefaces] were 
designed for. - 

9. A fore part or piece haying some particular 
use or function. 

1847 A. M. Gittiam 7vav. Mexico 152 The body of the 
wagon is about equally balanced over the axletree, the front 
resting upon the tongue. 1851 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. I. 
467 Pianoforte..in newly designed case with sliding front. 
Lbid. 11. 526 Boots and shoes. .with elastic fronts and sides. 

+b. =FRONTAL sd. 2. Obs. 

1533 in Weaver Wells Wills (x890) 148 To the gyltyng of 
the ffrownt at the hye auter. 1539 Peterboro’ Inv. in NV. § 
Q. 3rd Ser. IV. 459 In the Rood Loft..one front of painted 
cloth, 1552-3 /uv. Ch. Goods Staffs. in Ann. Lichfield 
1V. 66 One fronte for an alter of yelowe and grene satten. 

e. A band or bands of false hair, or a set of false 
curls, worn by women over the forehead, 

1687 ConGREVE Old Bach.1v. iv, I undertook the modelling 
of one of their fronts, the more modern structure. 1837 
THACKERAY Ravenszwing i, Mamma means her front! 1865 
Trotiore Belton Est. xvii, The graces of her own hair had 
given way toa front. 1886 Pall Mall G. 24 Aug. 13/2 A.. 
black velvet band..to keep her auburn front..in its place. 

d. That part of a man’s shirt which covers the 
chest and is more or less displayed ; a shirt-front ; 
also, a ‘dicky’; also, a similar article of silk, etc. 
serving as a cravat. 

1844 Dickens Mart. Chuz. xvii, What a very few shirts 
there are, and what a many fronts. 1851 Offic. Catal. Gt. 
Lxhib. U1. 579 Gentlemen’s fronts and stocks, 

10. A position or place situated before something 
or towards a spectator ; forward position or situa- 
tion. Only in phrases with prefixed prep. 

a. In (the) front of (prep. phr.): at a position 
before, in advance of, facing, or confronting; at 
the head of (troops). JZ hzs, our, etc. front: in 
front of or facing him, us, etc. 

The article is now omitted, exc. in expressions like 2 the 
(very) front of (danger etc.)=‘in the position most exposed 
to’, ‘bearing the brunt of’, 

1698 Fryer Acc. E, India & P.144, 1 saw..a pragmatical 
Portugal..in the front of 4o men marching to the Gover- 
nor’s. 1712 W. Rocers Voy. 174 We..fir’d. .at the Men in 
Arms in the front of the Church. 1777 Watson Philip II 
(1839) 143 Behind him there was a little wood and the walls 
of a convent; and in his front, the morass above mentioned, 
which was almost impassable. 1816 KeatincE Z'yav. (1817) 
I. 225 The standards were faced about, and formed in our 
fronts. 1847 A. M. Gittiam Zvav. Mexico 256, I was par- 
ticular to make my servants keep in front of me. 1853 Sir 
H. Doueras Milt. Bridges (ed. 3) 144 Forcing a passage 
across the river in his front. 1855 Macauray Hist. Eng. 
III. 1 The proclamation was repeated. .in front of the Royal 
Exchange. 

‘g. 1609 TourNEUR Funeral Poeme on Sir F. Vere 172, 1 
the front Of danger where he did his deedes advance. 1817 
Cuatmers Astyon. Disc. v. (1852) 124 Those holy..men.. 
in the front of severest obloquy, are now labouring in 
remotest lands. 1848 W. H. Ketty tr, ZL. Blanc's Hist. 
Ten Y. II. 345 In the very front of danger. 1892 Sfectator 
12 Mar. 353/1 His majesty will speedily be in front of a new 
difficulty. 1896 West. Gaz. 28 July 9/2 The shares had 
nothing in front of them—no preference or debenture capital. 

b. Ln (+ the) front (advb. phr.):; in an advanced 
or forward position; on the side that meets the 
eye; in a position facing the spectator. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 380 With his whole 
forces, in front, [he] assailed. 1700 T. Brown tr. Fresvy's 
Amusem. Ser, § Cont. 21 By comes a Christning, with 
the Reader and the Midwife strutting in the Front. 1748 
F. Situ Voy. Disc. 1. 133 The upper Story had the two 
Captains Cabins in Front. 1821 G. W. Mansy Voy. Green- 
land (1823) 134 Determined .. to attack him [a bear] in 
front, I got upon the ice. 1847 A. M. Gittiam Zvav. 
Mexico 76 These dirt hovels presented a bold contrast with 
the city behind, and the wealthy church in front. Zézd. 99 
A kind of shawl [which] by being crossed in front, obscures 
the bosom, 1879 Hartan Lyesight ix. 129 The most in- 
jurious direction for light to come from is that directly in 
front. 1895 Scot. Antig. X. 78 Setting an old press in front 
so as to conceal the door. 

ce. To the front (of): to a position in front (of). 

1820 Scoresby Acc, Arctic Reg. I. 235 Being removed to 
the front of a brisk fire, a strong ebullition commenced. 
1887 Bowen Virg. Atneid vy. 150 Far to the front shoots 
Gyas ,.Gliding ahead on the water. 

d. Zo come to the front: to become conspicuous, 
be revealed, emerge into publicity ; to make oneself 
or itself manifest. So (Zo be) to the front =‘to the 
fore’ (rare). 

1871 Archzol. Assoc. ¥rni. Sept. 323 Another saint came 
to the front. 1876 Trevetyan Macaulay II. ix, 132 When 
subjects came to the front on which his knowledge was 
great. 1878 Scribner's Mag. XVI. 184/2 At such a time 
his true boastful self would come to the front. 1885 Mrs, 
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Lynn Linton Chr. Kirkland M11. vi. 231 Underneath in 
the hidden depths lurked other matters than those which 
came to the front. 1886 Daily News 6 Jan. 5/1 ‘The year 
has gone, however, and the aged Emperor is still to the 
front. 

Ll. e/dipt. (quasi-adj. or adv.) 

1667 Primatr City §& C. Build. 36 Suppose that same be 
25 foot Front, and forty foot deep, it may be let for to be 
built, for forty shillings the foot Front. ¢ 1680 HickERIn- 
cut Wks. (1716) II. 512 The Enemy. .had beset them Front 
and Rear. 1698 Frver Acc. Z. India § P.8 The biggest 
of them [buildings] had not four yards Front. 1845 /Jorist’s 
Fru. 25 A little shed, open back and front. 1892 1. ZANGWILL 
Bow Myst. 127 It’s the key of my first-floor front. 


+ 12. [from the vb.] Encounter, onset; = AFFRONT 
SOo me Ouss 


1523 Lp. Berners Fvoiss. I. ccccxxxii. 760 The men of 

armes..at the first front ouerthrue many. 
III. attrib. and Como. 

13. attrid., passing into adj. =Of or pertaining 
to the front, situated in front. (The comb. of adj. 
+sb. is itself often used a¢trzd.) : 

1600 Hottanp Livy xxxvu. 957 They had raunged their 
ships broad in a front-ranke. 1679 Moxon Mech, Exerc. I. 
vii. 133 If your Shop stand in an eminent Street, the Front 
Rooms are commonly more Airy than the Back Rooms. 
1709 STEELE Zatler No. 145 P2 She ina Front Box, he in 
the Pit next the Stage. 1710 Brit. Apollo III. No. 106. 
4/t The Front side of a good House, is to be Lett. 1718 
frreethinker No. 57 ®3, I shall be next Saturday at the 
Play, ina Front Row. 1770 G. WuiTE Sedborne let. xxviii. 
80 The horn of a male moose, which had no front-antlers. 
1832 Prop. Regul. Instr. Cavalry u. 33 The leading front- 
rank man advances two horses’ lengths, 1838 Lyrron 
Alice 64 The front entrance is kept locked up. 1843 Sir 
C. Scupamore Med. Visit Grafenberg 2 The small-pox, 
and the loss of some front teeth from an accident, impair 
his good looks. 1851 Offic. Catal, Gt. Exhib. 1. 467 A 
front and side elevation of the Elizabethan pianoforte. 1860 
TynDALL Glac. 1. x. 275 A straight pinnacle of ice, the 
front edge of which was perfectly vertical. 1883 Zxfositor 
VI. 434 He [St. Peter] was naturally quick, mobile, a front- 
man. 1884 (7ilit. Engin. I. u. 43 The front ditch party 
are extended at 5 feet apart. 

14, In special comb. and phrases: front bench, 
the foremost bench on either side of the Houses of 
Lords and Commons, occupied by ministers and 
ex-ministers respectively; front door, the prin- 
cipal entrance-door of a house; front driver (see 
Driver 6 b); front-fastening a., that fastens in 
front; front-handed a., done with a forward 
movement of the hand; front name (joce/ar or 
vulgar), a Christian name; front-stall, an appen- 
dage to the bridle covering the horse’s forehead ; 
+ front-tickled a. (? zonce-wd.), ? flattered ; front- 
ways, -wise advds., in a position or direction 
facing to the front. 

1891 Dazly News 28 July 3/4 To have seen the motion 
carried on the strength of the two *Front Bench speeches. 
1812. Examiner 31 Aug. 552/1 At the *front door. 
1858 O. W. Hotmes Aut. Breakf.-t. (1883) 110 The front- 
door is on the street. 1871 Figure Training 88 A *front- 
fastening corset. 1843 P. Parley’s Ann. IV. 74 He..made 
a quick *front-handed plunge in the direction from which the 
attack came. 1895 Pall Mall Mag. Mar. 511 ‘What's your 
*front name?’ asked Roy boldly. 160x Hottanp Péiny II. 
631 The KK. of the East had their horses set out therewith 
[cochlides]..in their *frontstals. 1653 Urquuart Rabelais 
11. xii. 83 A barbed horse furnished with a frontstal. 1825 
Scotr Yalism. i, The front-stall of the bridle was a steel 
plate, with apertures for the eyes and nostrils. 1649 G. 
Daniet 7rinarch., Hen. V, citi, But faire pretence leads on; 
and the Dull Heard *Front-tickled, yeild themselves into his 
hand. 1863 R. H. Gronow Remix, II, 46 The cocked hat 
he always wore, placed *frontways on his head, like that of 
the Emperor Napoleon. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. V. ul. ii. 
(Venom. Serpents), It has..a mark of dark brown on the 
forehead, which, when viewed *frontwise, looks like a pair 
of spectacles, 1885 Mippieton in Lucycl. Brit. XIX. 612/1 
Though the faces are nearly always represented in profile, 
the eyes are shown frontwise. 

Front (frvnt), v1 [ad. OF. froné-er in same 
sense, f. front Front sd.; it may however in some 
uses be an independent formation on the Eng. sb.] 

1. zxtr. To have the front in a specified direction ; 
to face, look. Const. ov, 40, cowards, upon. 

1523 Lp, Brrners J’roiss. I. li. 73 The french king.. 
purueyed suffyciently for all the forteresses frontyng on 
Flanders. 1583 Stanynursr veis 1. (Arb.) 88 Tarent .. 
to which heunlye Lacinia fronteth. 1660 F. Brooke tr, 
Le Blanc’s Trav. 297 A countrey .. fronts upon another 
Nation. 1703 MaunpreLt Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 48 Having 
a few small Rooms fronting outward. 1762 H. Wa.troLE 
Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. 11. ii. 48 This room was erected 
..fronting westward to the privy-garden. 1864 TENNysoN 
Enoch Arden, Philip’s dwelling fronted on the street. 1894 
Hart Caine Manaxman III. ni. 134 The rooms fronted to 
Athol Street. 

+b. trans. To set the front of (a building) in a 
specified direction. Ods. 

1665 J. Wess Stome-Heng (1725) 105 Temples..should be 
so fronted, as that Travellers passing by might behold them. 
a 1817 T. Dwicut Trav, New Eng. (1821) Il. 97 Mr. G. has 
erected a large elegant mansion, fronted ahs the river. 

2. trans. a. To have the front towards; to 
‘face’, stand opposite to. 

1606 Suaks. Ty. § Cr. 11. iii. 122 Like a gate of steele, 
Fronting the Sunne. 1696 tr. Du Mont's Voy. Levant 2 
All the Houses .. which fronted the Bishop’s Palace. 1749 
Firetpinc Jom Yones v. v, This enclosed place exactly 
fronted the foot of the bed, 1823 F. Ciissotp Ascent Mt. 
Blanc 11 Fronting us, rose the summit of Mont Blanc. 











FRONT. 


1835 Ure Philos. Manuf. 109 The perspective picture which 
fronts the title-page represents a cotton factory. : 

b. Of a building: To have its front on the side 
of (a street, etc.). 

1698 Frver Acc. EZ. India & P. 38 Opposite to this, one 
[Gate] more stately fronts the High-street. 31741 RicHARD- 
son Pamela (1883) I, 323 This alcove fronts the longest 
gravel-walk in the garden. 1833 Act 3 § 4 Will. IV, c. 46 
§ 90 The proprietor or proprietors of any buildings fronting 
any of the streets. 1847 A. M. Gittiam 7'vav. Mexico 166 
The church..was to have fronted the Plaza. 

8. To stand face to face with, meet face to face, 
look straight at, face, confront ; esp. to face in de- 
fiance or hostility, present a bold front to, oppose. 
“it. and fig. 

1583 Stanynurst 4meis 1. (Arb.) 55 Of Greeks thee first 
man with a gallant coompanye garded Fronted vs. 1596 
Spenser State [ve/. (Globe) 660/1 He dare now to fronte 
princes. r60r SHaxs. 7wed. N. 1. iii. 59 Front her, boord 
her, woe her, assayle her. ¢1618 Fretrcuer Q. Corinth ww. 
iii, Amazed..at your..impudence, That dare thus front us. 
1697 Drypen Disc. Epic Poetry D 4, When Aéneas and 
Turnus stood fronting each other before the altar. 170 
W. Wotton Hist. Rome, Marcus iv. 65 Some fell upon the 
Rear, some fronted them directly. 1837 HawrHorNe Amer. 
Note-bks. (1883) 104 Here you fronted the ocean, looking at 
asail. 1839 CarLyLe Chartisw (1842) 98 Evil, once man- 
fully fronted, ceases to be evil. 1852 Robertson Sermz. 
Ser. 111. xvii. 222 Soldiers can be hired .. to front death in 
its worst form. 1864 Kirx Chas. Bold I. i, 22 The brazen 
pride with which he fronted accusation and reproach, 

b. said of things. 

1602 W. Watson Decacordon 265 Would God such things 

.. never had fronted our native shores! 1606 SHaks. Axt. 


Y § CZ, 11. ii. 61 Those Warres Which fronted mine owne peace. 


1637 Heyvwoop Royall King u. iv. Wks. 1874 VI. 26, I am 
arm’d with innocence, And that dares front alldanger. 1873 

sLack Pr. Thule (1874) 6 At length, the boat..fronted the 
broad waters of the Atlantic. 


4. To set face to face wth, confront wth. 

1617 Coriins Def. Bs. Ely u. ix. 351 The Cardinall had 
fronted him with one such false place out of Chrysostome. 
1625 Bacon £ss., Seditions (Arb.) 411 Which kinde of 
Persons, are..to be fronted, with some other, of the same 
Party, that may oppose them. 1853 Ropertson Serm. 
Ser. m1. xxi. 275 Fronting his patron and his prince with 
the stern unpalatable truth of God. ‘ 

5. To adorn in front; to furnish with a front. 
(So in comb. zew-front.) Also, to face (with some 
specified material); = Fact z. 13. 

1635 Davenant Prince ad’ Amour Wks. (1673) 396 The 
Sczene was discovered with a Village consisting of Ale- 
houses and Tobacco shops, each fronted with a red Lettice. 
1742 W. Cote in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) I. 228 
‘They have..new Fronted the east front. 1762-71 H. WAL- 
POLE Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) 1V. 231 He new fronted 
his house in Piccadilly. 1772 J. G. W. De Braum /Hisf, 
Georgia (1849) 45 The Savannah Bay is nearly fronted with 
contiguous Wharfs, 1782 Cowper Let. Wks. 1837 XV. 116 
My green-house .. is fronted with myrtles, and lined with 
mats, a@1817 T. Dwicur Trav. New Eng. (1821) 11. 31 The 
Presbyterian church. .is fronted with two towers. 1824 Av. 
Reg. 87 The whole building was proposed to be fronted with 
stone, 

+6. To introduce (a tale, etc.) zwz¢h (the mention 
of or reference to something) ; to preface. Ods. 

1s92 GREENE Art Conny Catch, m1. 9 The wily Treacher.. 
coyned such a smooth tale vnto them both, fronting it with 
the Gammon of Bacon and the Cheese sent from their 
maides Father. 1599 Broughton’s Let. v. 15 You... haue 
fronted your Libell with this inscription. 1654 WuttLock 
Zootomia x09 Hippocrates did wel to front his Axiomaticall 
Experiments .. with the grand Miscariages in the practice 
of Physitians. @1732 T. Boston Crook in Lot (1805) 73 
Solomon .. fronts his writings, in the beginning of the Pro- 
verbs, with most express gospel. 

b. To place in front as a frontispiece. Ods.—} 

1609 Br. W. Bartow Ausw. Nameless Cath. 305 Pindarus 
would haue in the beginning of a Treatise .. some glorious 
personage fronted. 

7. To beor stand in front of, to serve as a front to. 

1591 SPENSER V7s. Bel/ay ii, I saw a stately frame.. With 
hundreth pillours fronting faire the same. 1606 Suaxs. 77. 
§ Cr. Iv. v. 219 Yonder wals that pertly front your Towne 
.. Must kisse their owne feet. 179r Mrs. Rapciirre Row. 
forest vy, She came to the lawn which fronted the fabric. 
1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. xiv. (1879) 296 The coast..is fronted 
by many breakers. a 1847 Mrs. SHERwoop Lady of Manor 
Il. x. 3 A..mansion..fronted by a garden abounding with 
fruits and flowers, 1884 Law Times Rep. LI. 228/1 The 
damage done to the sea wall fronting Curry Marsh Farm. 

8. Chiefly 4/7. +a, txtr. To march in the front 
or first rank. Obs.—1 

1613 Suaks. Hen, VI/J, 1. ii. 42, 1..front but in that File 
Where others tell steps with me. 

b. To turn the front or face in a specified direc- 
tion; =Facrv.gb. Also, as word of command. 

1635 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi's Banish’d Virg. 122 Upon 
this the third fronting to their flanckward spurr’d towards 
him. 1833 Regzl. Justr, Cavalry 1. 14 He fronts to the 
left. 1847 Zufantry Man. (1854) 5 Upon the word Front, 
if he has faced to the right, he Eee to the left. 

e. To form a front or extended line. 

1802 C. James J7ilit. Dict. s.v., When the battalion is 
marching by files..the word /vont is always practised to 
restore it to its natural situation in line. 1807 Pike Sources 
Mississ. 111, (1810) 258 The Spanish troops...were remarkably 
polite, always fronting and saluting when I passed. 1883 
Army Corps Orders in Standard 22 Mar. 3/2 It will halt, 
front, and march past. 

d. Zo front about: to turn round so as to face 
in another direction. 

1886 Stevenson Dr. Fekyll 23 Mr. H. .. fronted about 
with an air of defiance, 
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FRONT- 


e. trans. (causatively, from vont ! as a word of 
command): To cause to form a front or line. 

1796 Instr. § Reg. Cavalry (1813) 74 He then Hades, 
Jronts ! it, and dresses and closes it to its pivot marker on 
the line. 1832 Prop. Regul. Instr. Cavalry u. 14 In the 
movement of Threes to a flank, the squadron should occupy 
but little more ground than when fronted. 1859 F. A. 
Grirritus Artzl, Man. (1862) 25 Each company in succes- 
sion will be halted, and fronted. 

+9. (See quot.) Obs. 

1530 Patscr, 559/1, I fronte up, as a woman dothe the 
heare of her heed witha fyllet. Ye effronte. I wene you 
be bydden to some bridale to daye, you be so well fronted up. 

10. Sc. and dal. (See quots.) 

1808-18 Jamirson, Zo front, applied to meat, when 
it swells in boiling. 1887 S. Cheshire Gloss., Front, of 
tender meat which swells in cooking ; of meal which swells 
under boiling water ; of the full feeling supervening after a 
hearty meal, etc. 

+ Front, v.2 Ods. In 4-5 frunt, pa. t. frunt. 
[ad. OF. fronter to ill-treat.] 

1. trans. To strike, kick, drive back. 

13.. £. E. Allit. P. C. 187 Pe freke hym frunt with his 
fot. c1400 Desty. Troy 6923 He .. frunt hym in pe fase a 
full fel wond. dd. 8327 Polidamas .. ffaght with hom 
felly, frunt hom abacke. 

2. intr. a. To rush, make a rush. b. To fall 
plump. 

c1400 Destr. Troy 6887 Pe freke, with a felle spere frunt 


vnto Ector. Jé7d. 6890 He frunt of hys fol flat to be 
ground, 


Frontage (frvntédz). [f. Front sd. +-acu.] 

Not in Johnson or Todd. 

1. Land which abuts on a river or piece of water, 
oronaroad. Also, the land between the front of 
a building and the road, etc. 

1622 CaLuis Stat. Sewers (1647) 87 Frontage is where the 
grounds of any man do joyn with the brow or front thereof 
to the Sea, or to great or royal streams. 1813 Lxaminer 
17 May 319/2 They have obliged proprietors of houses 
situated at a short distance from the road to purchase their 
frontage. 1831 Drakara’s Stamford News 4 Feb. Advt. 1 
Two Frontages with two cottages upon the same. 1861 
M. Parrison £ss, (1889) I. 46 One corner of the Thames 
Street frontage [of the Steelyard] was occupied by a wine- 
house. 1870 Daily News 16 Feb., The remainder of the 
establishment consisting chiefly of the river frontage, will 
then be sold in plots. 1875 Spectator (Melbourne) 15 May 
16/t It might be bought and sold in the market any day, 
like a Collins-street frontage. 

2. Measurement of front-line, extent of front. 

1844 Port Phillip Patriot 18 July 3/7 The run has four 
miles frontage to the Yarra Yarra. 1863 Hincuurr 7vav. 
S. Amer. 24 Shopkeepers in the best quarters pay enormous 
rents, but get very little frontage to display their goods. 1867 
Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Frontage, the length or face of 
a wharf. 1873 Geixir Gt. /ce Age v. 66 The .. glacier .. 
shedding icebergs along its whole vast extent of frontage. 
1887 Times (weekly ed.) t July 20/4 The substantial old 
Family Mansion..extensive frontage of 35 ft. 

8. The front face or part of a building. Also 
collect. 

1861 Ties 16 Aug., There is a breadth of roadway and 
a grandeur of frontage that would not disgrace the neigh- 
bourhood of Piccadilly. 18753 Merivate Gen. Hist. Rome 
Ixxix, (1877) 669 The august capitals of Egypt and Syria, 
with their long columnar frontages, and marked horizontal 
lines of architecture. 1873 M. Pattison Casaubon 400 
Savile was just finishing the fine frontage towards the 
meadows. 1877 M. M. Grant Suz-Maid ii, The frontage 
of the Chateau looked southward, 1894 Dazly News 5 Sept. 
5/3 A municipal law requires the frontages of Paris houses 
to be painted or scraped every six or seven years. 

4. Mil. ‘The ground troops of line occupy either 
on parade or in camp’ (Voyle). 

1893 Times 15 June 12/1 The battalion commander ‘ in- 
structs the captains as to the frontage of their companies.’ 

5, The action of fronting in a certain direction ; 
the fact of facing a certain way; exposure, outlook, 

1859 R. F. Burton Centr. AYr, in Frnl. Geog. Soc. XXIX. 
183 ‘he breeze is ., excluded by careless frontage. 1867 
D. G. Mircuett Rural Stud. 286 But it has no wide and 
open frontage to the sun. 1871 Dazly News 22 Sept., We 
had changed front left back to meet his flank attack; now 
we had still to maintain that frontage. 

“| An alleged sense ‘part of a woman’s head- 
dress’, given in some Dicts., is based on a blun- 
dered version of a passage of Addison; see quot. 
1711, s.v. FONTANGE. 

6. attrib., as frontage-foot, -owner, -rate, -systent ; 
frontage-claim, a portion of land of a definite 
measurement in front, but of indefinite length to- 


wards the rear. 

1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf Victoria 612 Frontage-claim— 
A claim, the lateral boundaries of which are not fixed until 
the lead has been traced through it. 1877 Brack Green 
Past. xii. (1878) 325 We would cover every frontage foot 
with gold. 1889 Spectator 14 Dec. 843 The small affair of 
a frontage rate. 1890 Botprewoop AZiner’s Right viii. 
81 The frontage system. .was considered. .to afford a highly 
needful guarantee for capital invested in mining enterprise. 
1896 Star 15 Dec. 2/6 Charging the frontage owners gs. in 
the pound. 

Frontager (frvntédga1). [f. FronTace + -Er!.] 

1, An owner of land or property adjoining: a. 
the sea-shore. 

1622 CALs Stat, Sewers (1647) 25 The Frontagers have 
claimed those grounds so left, by a pretended Custome of 
Frontagers, 1866 Pali Mall G, 4 Dec., The free use and 
enjoyment of the sea-shore..giving to the frontager ., such 
a title as may not be inconsistent with those rights. 1885 





forehead as a means of torture. 





565 


Law Rep.14 Q. Bench Div. 570 The liability of a frontager 
to repair a sea-wall..can only be ascertained by usage. 
b. a roadway. 

1739 Bewholm Inclos. Act 6 Messuagers, cottagers and 
frontagers. 1880 Lp. THesicEr in Law Rep. Exch. Div. 
V. 206 Several frontagers called upon to pay the expenses 
of paving a street. 1890 Sat. Kev. 10 May 5509/2 Mr. 
Forbes would willingly carry a new line along the proposed 
route..with the permission of the frontagers and owners. 

2. One who lives on a frontier. rave—'. 

1893 S. L. Poort Auranzeb vi. 115 Mir Junda’s disastrous 
campaign in Assam was typical of many attempts to subdue 
the North-east frontagers of India. 

Frontal (frvntal), sd. Forms: 4-5 fro(u)n- 
tel(1, 5-6 fruntall(e, -telle, 6-7 frontall, 6-8 
frontale,(6frontayle),7—frontal. [ME. frourze/, 
a. OF. frontel:—late L. frontale, f. front-, frons: 
see Front sd, and -Au. OF. had also the form 
JSrontal (still preserved in some senses) ; in mod.F., 
by confusion of suffixes, froztazl and fronteau (cf. 
med.L. frontellum in Promp. Parv.) are used in 
various specific applications of the general sense.] 

+1. Something applied to the forehead. Ods. 

a. A band or ornament worn on the forehead. 

¢ 1320 Pol. Songs (Camden) 154 The bout and the barbet 
wyth frountel shule feje. 14.. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 585/2 
Frontale, a frontell. 1352 Hutoet, Frontayle for a womans 
head, some call it a fruntlet. 1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor. 
416 His brother foorthwith tooke the roiall frontall called a 
diademe, and did it about his owne head. 1611 Br. Hay 
Ser. v. 52 Look how much difference there is between .. 
the frontal of the high priest and the bells of the horses. 

b. A piece of defensive armour for a horse’s 
head ; =front-stall. (Cf. Fr. frontazl, fronteau.) 

1587 Unprerpown tr. Heliodorus 1x. 126 They arme their 
horses too ; about his legges they tie bootes, and couer his 
head with frontals of steele, 

c. Med. A medicament applied to the forehead 
to cure headache. (Cf. Fr. frontal, fronteat.) 

160r Hotranp Pliny II. 75 It cureth the head-ach, if it 
be applied as a frontall to the forehead and temples. 1710 
T. Futter Pharm, Extemp.172 A Frontal with Mastic. 
1753 Smottetr Cr, Fathom (1784) 7154/1 The frontal pre- 
scribed by Fathom was applied. 

d. A knotted cord, wound tightly round the 
(Cf. Fr. frontal.) 

1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. xv. 48 To make your 
brains fly out of your heads with a frontal of cord. 

2. A movable covering for the front of an altar, 
generally of embroidered cloth, silk, etc., but some- 
times of metal. 

1381 in Eg. Gilds (1870) 233 An altar-cloth, with a frontel, 
for the great feast-days. 1459 Pastou Lett. No. 336 I. 489 
Item, j. auter clothe, withe a frontell of white damaske. 1536 
BELLENDEN Cron. Scot. (1821) II. 394 The goldin and silkin 
claithis .. war distribute amang the abbays of Scotland to 
be vestamentis and frontallis to thair altaris. 1566 Zvg. 
Ch. Furniture (Peacock 1866) 49 A girdell a fruntall and 
3 albes. 1874 MickLerHwaite Mod. Par. Churches 305 
The frontal, or coloured altar-cloth, should hang separately 
from the altar, 1877 J. D. CuamBers Div. Worship 268 
Frontals may be..formed of gold and silver plates, 

+b. ? A hanging for the front of a bed. Ods, 

1539 in Zxv. R. Wardrobe (1815) 47 Rufis of beddis.—Item 
. .thre curtingis..with ane frontale. 1542 /d¢d, 98 The nether 
frontale of the samyne bed. 

e. A decorated front for a tomb, 

1881 Academy 5 Mar. 177/3 The whole frontal is enriched 
in a..somewhat tawdry manner by numerous false gems, 
3. The facade of a building. 

1784 Henry Beckford’s Vathek(1868) 136 zote, Weare told 
of a strange fortress.. whose frontal presented the following 
inscription, 1827 Lyrron Pelham xxiii, Vast hotels, with 
their gloomy frontals, and magnificent contempt of comfort. 
1893 M. E. Francis NV. C. Village 202 Not a very imposing 
building. .with its low frontal and irregular architecture, 

+4. Arch. (See quot. 1730-6.) Obs. 

1878 T. N. tr. Cong. W. India 36 It hath foure windowes 
with frontals and galleries. 1730-6 Batzey (folio), /vontad, 
a little fronton or pediment sometimes placed over a little 
door or window. 

+5. = FRONTIER sd. 3 (where see quot. 1412-20). 
Frontal (frpntal; in sense 2 often frntal), a. 
[ad. mod.L. frontalis, f. front-, frons : see FRONT 
and -aL. Cf. Fr. frontal adj.] 

1. Of or pertaining to the forehead, or to the cor- 
responding part in the lower animals. Frequent 
in anatomical applications, as frontal artery, bone, 
sinus, vein, etc. Frontal tonsure: sce quot. 1894. 

1656 Biount Glossogr. s. v. Vein, Frontal-vein, the fore- 
head vein, a third branch of the outward throat vein, whence, 
mounting by the bottom of the nether jaw, it comes into 
the lips and nose, and thence ascends by the inside of the 
eye to the middle of the fore-head. 1741 Monro Anat. 
Bones (ed. 3) 87 The frontal Bone serves to contain, defend 
and sustain the anterior Lobes of the Brain. 1746 Parsons 
in Phil. Trans, XLIV.6 The true Frontal Muscle arises 
fleshy from the Process of the Os /vontis. 1826 Kirsy & Sp. 
Entomol. (1828) 1V. xlv. 258 He conjectures the seat of this 
sense [smell] to reside in certain frontal organs. 1840 G. V. 
Extis Azat. 2 The frontal artery, a branch .. of the 
ophthalmic. 1879 CatpERwoop Mind §& Br. ii. 16 The 
front of the brain..is known as the Frontal Lobe. 1894 

. T. FowLer Adaminan Introd. 41 The tonsure was made 
y shaving off all the hair in front of a line drawn from 
ear to ear, and is called the frontal tonsure. 

2. Of or pertaining to the forepart or foremost 
edge. Frontal hammer; see quot. 1881. 

1860 TynpaLt Glac, 1. xxvii. 217 From the summit 
descended by a glissade to the frontal portion of the cavern, 
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1863 LyELt Axntig. Aan xv. 300 The frontal or terminal 
moraine. 1881 RayMonp AZining Gloss., Frontal hammer 
or Hrontal helve, a forge-hammer lifted by a cam, acting 
upon a ‘tongue’ immediately in front of the hammer-head. 

b. Of an attack, etc.: Directed against or de- 
livered upon the front. 

1884 Milt. Engin. I. 1.63 A magazine exposed to frontal 
fire only. 1886 N. L. Watrorp Parl. Gen. Civ. War 43 
With the aid of a frontal attack by the infantry. 

3. quasi-sb. =frontal bone. 

1854 OwEN Skel. § Teeth in Circ. Sc. I. 193 The frontals 
..rest by descending lateral plates, representing connate 
orbitosphenoids. 1857 Buttock Cazeaux’ Midwif, 218 
The frontal, forming the forehead, as well as the superior- 
anterior part of the face. 1858 Lyrron What will he do 
il. iv, This was, indeed, a horse of great power..and such 
a head ! the ear, the frontal, the nostril ? 

+ Frontal, v. Os! [f. Fronvau sd.] trans. 
To be a frontal or prelude to ; to precede. 

1652 Urquuart Yewel Wks. (1834) 177 Serving in this 
place to frontal a Vindication of the honour of Scotland. 

+Frontary. Ods. [f. Fronr sd. + -ary1] 
= FRONTAL 50. Ic. 

1864-78 Butteyn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) 27, I haue 
appoincted .. in what order that your frontary should bee 
applied to your forehed to cause you to sleape quietly. 


Frontate (frpnt-, frv-nte't), a. Bot. [ad. mod.L. 
Srontat-us, £. front-, frons: see FRONT and -ATE 2.] 
= next. 

1855 in Ocitvie Suppl. 

+ Frontated, a. 
quot.) 

1719 Quincy Lex. Physico-Med. 161 Frontated, in Botany 
expresses the Leaf of a Flower growing broader and broader, 
and at last..terminating in a right Line. 

Frontayle, -el(1, obs. forms of FRonTAt. 

Fronted (frvntéd), pf/.a. [f. Fronv sd. or v. + 
-ED.] Furnished with or having a front ; formed 
with a front. With qualifying adverb; Having 
a front or countenance with a specified expression. 

1615 J. SrerHens Satyr. Ess., Ipudent Censurer (1857) 
133 Hee is so fronted with striving to discountenance know- 
lege, by the contempt of it, as you would think him borne 
toinsolence. 1667 Mitton P. Z. ut. 532 Part curb thir fierie 
Steeds, or shun the Goal With rapid wheels, or fronted 
Brigads form. 1873 A. Dosson Vigne/tes in Rhyme, Sundial 
xil, So kindly fronted that you marvelled how The frequent 
sword-hilt had so frayed his glove. : : 

Fronter, var. of THRUNTER Sc. (=a ewe in her 
fourth year). 

Frontier (frp'n-, frv-ntie1), sd, anda. Forms: 
5 frounter(e, -teere, -tier, -tor, fron-, frowntere, 
5-6 frontyer, 5-7 fronter, 6 frontour, 6-7 fron- 
tire, 6- frontier. Also FRoNTURE (ods.). [a.OF. 

Srontier masc., frontiere fem. (mod.Fr. frontiére), 
f. front Front sb. Cf. Pr. fronteiva forehead, It. 

Srontiera, Sp. frontera, Pg. frontetra frontier.] 
+1. The front side; the forepart. Oés. 

c1430 Lypc, A/in. Poenes (Percy) 16 Att ffrountor of thees 
welles clere, her whas a scripture commendyng ther 
lycour, 1538 Lecanp /¢iz. I. 107 The fronter of which 
Ward in the entering is exceeding stronge with Toures and 
Portecoleces. 1551 Ropinson tr. AZore’s Utop. 1. (1895) 116 
The forefrontes or frontiers of the ii corners [of the haven] 
.. be very. .daungerous, 


+b. The side that fronts in a specified direc- 


tion. Ods.—* 

1s99 Haxtuyt Voy. 1. 95 The principal wife placeth her 

court on the West frontier. 
+e. The forehead. Obs. rare}. 

15383 Stuspes Anat. Abus, 1. (1877) 67 Their bolstred 
heir. .standeth crested round about their frontiers. 

+2. =FRONTLET 4. Obs. 

1440 in Eng. Ch. Furniture (Peacock 1866) 182 Item syx 
alter towelles of lynnen cloth the first with a frounter pailed 
read. white and black..the 5th with a frountier of burde 
Alisander. 

+3. The front line or foremost part of an army. 
Hence ‘attack, resistance’ in phr. 40 make frontier 
(tr. OF. faire fronticre). Obs. 

2a1400 Morte Arih. 2898 Frykis one the frowntere welle 
a fyve hundreth. 1412-20 Lype. Chrox. Troy 1. ix. (1555) 
In the frounter [1513 frountell] many manly man With 
sharpe speres first tozether ran. 1523 Lp. Berners Fvoiss. 
I. cclv. 378 He sent them into Poicters to kepe the citie, 
and to make fronter there agaynst the frenchemen. 

4. sing. and fi. The part of a country which 
fronts or faces another country; the marches; the 
border or extremity conterminous with that of an- 


other. 

1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1v. xxx. 80 To kepe the 
frounters of the reame fro perille of enemyes. 1489 Caxton 
Faytes of A.\t. xxii. 215 The fronteres of Caleys. 1540 
Act 32 Hen. VIT/, c. 48 On y® east partes and frontours of 
this his realm. 1601 R. Jonnson Avnugd. § Commw. 17% 
Vpon another frontire lie the Spaniards. 1648 Gace West 
Ind. xx. 157 After the two daies we drew neer unto the 
Heathens Frontiers. 171z Appison Sfect. No. 129 P 8 
A Country Church upon the Frontiers of Cornwall. 1781 
Gipson Decd., § F111. 126 It might be dangerous to weaken 
the defence of the frontier. 1838 Lyrron Calderon i. 64 
He..received an order to join the army on the frontiers. 
1853 J. H. Newman Hist, S&. (1873) 11.1. ii. 84 He found 
a difficulty in defending his frontier towards Persia. 

transf. and fig 1672-3 Marve, Reh. Transp. 1. 39 
Those Churches which are seated nearer upon the Frontire 
of Popery. 1738 Yom King's, or Humours Cov. Garden 3 
A spacious Plain..Whose large Frontiers with Pallisados ° 


[f. as prec.+-ED1.] (See 


FRONTIER. 


bound From Trivia’s Filth inshrines the hallow’d Ground. 
1768 W. Wirnie Rake § Hermit 65 Faith in the utmost 
frontier stands. 1839 Murcuison Sztlur. Syst. 1. XXvil. 
350 Along this portion of their frontier, the Upper Silurian 
Rocks [etc.]. 1855 Macautay Hist. Eng. IV. 150 A few 
seditious persons..had gone very near to the frontier of 
treason. 1870 Max Mucter Sci. Relig. (1873) 391 Even in 
this more general study of mankind, the frontiers of lan- 
guage and race ought never to disappear. 

b. U.S. ‘That part of a country which forms 
the border of its settled or inhabited regions: as 
(before the settlement of the Pacific coast), the 


western frontier of the United States’ (Cent. Dict.). 

1870 Emerson Soc. § Solit., Civiliz. Wks. (Bohn) III. 8’Tis 
wonderful howsoon a piano gets into a log-hut on the frontier. 

+5. A fortress on the frontier ; a frontier town. 

1604 SHaxs. Ham. (Q°. 2) 1v. iv. 16 Goes it against the 
maine of Poland, sir, Or for some frontire? 1641 EvetyN 
Mem. (1857) 1. 22 Gorcum, a very strong and considerable 
frontier. 1725 De For Voy. round World (1840) 222 It [Bal- 
divia] was a fortification and a frontier. 1796 Morse Amer. 
Georg. I. 721 [Natchitoches in Louisiana] was a frontier on 
the Spanish settlements. — 

+b. A barrier against attack. Ods. 

1589 Ive Fortif. x A Forte not placed where it were neede- 
full, might skantly be accompted for frontier. 1648 GAGE 
West Ind. xv. 105 This Province..which is a Frontier 
against those Heathens. 1664 Marveti Corr. Wks. 1872-5 
II, 122 His Navies do carry a moveable Frontire to all the 
habitable world. 1690 W. Epmunpson ¥rvd. (1715) 133 
Three Hundred Firelocks, as a Frontier, to intercept the 
English Soldiers. : : 

+6. A settler on the frontier; a frontier-man. 

1677 W.. Hussarp WVarrative 51 The Frontiers discerning 
Indians in..the Swamp, fired immediately upon them, 

B. adj. 

1. Of or belonging to the frontier of a country; 
situated on the frontier, bordering. Const. fo. 

1523 Lp. Berners feiss. I. cxiii. 135 The erle..departed 
his people into dyuers garysons, to kepe fronter warre. 
1530 Patscr. 34 The dyuersite of pronuncyacion of the 
other frontier countreys. 1615 G. Sanpys 7vav. 43 Diuers 
frontier Cities and Castles. 1647 W. Browne tr. Polexander 
ut. 87 A desert which is frontire betweene Guinea and 
Senega. a1648 Lp. Hersert Lzfe (1886) 240 Held their 
way towards Bayonne, acity frontier toSpain. 1667 Mitron 
P. L.1. 466 Dreaded through. .Gaza’s frontier bounds. 170r 
Col. Rec. Pennsylv. Il, 20 Leaving that most ffronter part 
--Denuded of.. Defence. 1756G. Wasuincton Let¢. Writ. 
1889 I. 360 The intent of sending men hither was to protect 
the frontier inhabitants. 1827 J. F. Cooper Prairie I. 
xiv. 209 If you come a foot nigher, you shall have frontier 
punishment. 1852 Miss YoncEe Cameos I. xxxiii. 281 A 
few of the frontier castles had fallen into his hands, 

+2. Fronting; opposite. Ods. 

1609 Hottanp Asm. Marcell. 106 With readie minds.. 
they breake through the frontier bankes over-against them. 

Frontier (frpn-, frontier), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

+1. zntr. To be a frontier, or as a frontier; to 
border ov or z#pon. Obs. 

1599 Haktuyr Voy. II. 15 The countrey called Suet.. 
frontering vpon the countrie of the Damascenes. 1652-62 
Hey in Cosmogr, 11. (1682) 166 As far Westward as the River 
Tibiscus, where it frontiered on the Jazyges Metanaste. 

2. trans. a. To look upon the frontier, boundary, 
or coast of; toface; nowzave. +b. To stand in 
front of; to bar, oppose. Obs. 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. (1618) 270 They saw the armie so 
hardie, as to incampe in that valley which was frontired 
with troublesome mountaines, and in the midst of the 
enemies countrey. 1586 Frrne Blaz. Gentrie u. 32 Being 
that part of the country a frontering the sea. 1589 Ive 
Fortif, 29 So small Forts may well serue to hinder the 
courses of a small number, but not to frontier a forcible 
enemie. 1596 Spenser State [re/. (Globe) 621/2 Now that 
it is noe more a border, nor frontyerd with enemyes. a 1849 
J.C. Mancan Poems (1859) 227 ‘The bridge that, bounding 
Life’s domain, frontiers the wold of death. 

Hence | Frontiering /f/. a., occupying the 
frontier or border; neighbouring. 

1600 Dymmox /reland (1843) 35 His Lordship..repared 
the breaches of the castle, and placed such a garrison in the 
same as might anoy the fronteringe rebells. 

Frontierism. vare—'. [See -1sm.] A mode 
of expression current on the (U.S.) frontier. 

1890 Harpers Mag. Aug. 383/1 A shallow ‘cooley’ 
(frontierism for gully) that led down through the bluff. 

Fro‘ntierman, frontiersman. Chiefly 
U.S. [f. FRONTIER sd. + MAN ; for the second form 
cf. draughtsman, tradesman.] One who lives on 
the frontier of a country, or on the outlying dis- 
tricts of civilization. 

1813 Sporting Mag. XLII. 209 Somewhat in the manner 
of our frontier men’s leggins, 1814 BrackENRIDGE Views 
Louisiana 116 There seems to prevail a rage amongst the 
frontiers-men, for emigration to that quarter. 1851 Mayne 
Rew Scalp Hunt, xx. 142 They were all, or nearly all, 
natives of the Mexican border, frontier-men. 1877 W. 
Martuews Lthnogr. Hidatsa 22 The whites they had seen 
were mostly rude Canadian frontiersmen. 1883 B. Mirrorp 
Zulu Country iii. 45 A burly frontiersman..strides along in 
all the glory of wideawake and corduroy. 

Frontignac (frpntinyzek), 5b. Often attrib. or 
quasi-ad7. Forms 7-9 frontiniac(k, (7 fran- 
tiniak, -ick, frontineacke), 8 frontigniac, 8- 
frontignac. [erroneous form of next; the substitu- 
tion of -ac for -az is perh. due to a reminiscence 
of the many southern Fr. names in -dgvac.] 

1. A muscat wine made at Frontignan, in the 
department of Hérault, France. 
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1629 Wetpon in Chambers Life Yas. I (1830) Il. v. 148 
His drinks .. were frontiniac, canary, high country wine. 
1636 Davenant Witts v. i, Nothing could please your 
haughty Pallat but The Muskatelli, and Frantiniak Grape ! 
1670 W. Hucues Compl. Vineyard (1683) 73 Frantinick is 
a very pretty pleasant Wine. 1765 Brownrice in PAié. 
Trans. LV. 221 Those long vials, in which Frontiniac wine 
is usually kept. 1826 PotwHeLe Trad. §& Recoll. II. 377 
The Coniac-brandy, Claret and Frontiniac were excellent. 

2. The grape from which this is made. 

a1641 Suckiine LeZt. (1646) 55 Mistresse and Woman 
differ no otherwise than Frontiniack and ordinary Grapes. 
1725 Bravtey Fam. Dict. s.v. Exposition, Muscats (the 
grapes) they call Frontiniacks. 1769 Mrs. Rarratp Z£ng. 
Housekpr. (1778) 363 The Frontiniac grape is the best. 


+ Frontignan. Ods. =prec. 

1756 Nucent G”. Tour, France lV. 36 Frontignan excellent 
for a glass or two. 1777 G. Forster Voy. round World 
I. 78 French plants of burgundy, muscade, and frontignan 
have likewise been tried. 

Fronting (frvntin), vd2. sb. [f. Front v.] 

1. The action of the vb. Front in various senses. 

1881 MutcasterR Posi/zous xxxix. (1887) 212 In some 
desperate cases, fantasie is froward, and wil bide no front- 
ing. 1659 TorrtAno, Macciata.. any fronting or facing. 
1796 Justir. & Reg. Cavalry (1813) 183 The fronting every 
two hundred yards is prescribed to prevent the breaking or 
falling into fileoftheline. 1832 Prop. Regul, Instr. Cavalry 
1. 86 The halting and fronting of each line may..be regu- 
lated. 1883-4 J. G. Burrer in Bible-Work 11.65 This bold 
fronting of danger for the preaching of Christ. 1895 Daily 
News 1 June 5/6 It was .. determined to achieve the new 
fronting without disturbing it [the Dutch cannon ball). 

2. concr, A superficial coat or layer; a facing. 

1886 A ‘henwunt 22 May 686/3 The bath. .reaching to the 
marble semicircular fronting of the western mosaic. 1891 
Daily News 26 Dec. 5/5 The..town has everywhere a thin 
fronting of sparkling white. : 

Fronting (fr ntin), 27. a. [f. Front v. + 
-Inc 2.] That fronts (in senses of the vb.). 

15397 Suaxks. 2 Hen. IV, wv. iv. 66 Oh, with what Wings 
shall his Affections flye Towards fronting Perill, and oppos’d 
Decay? axz711 Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 17211. 82 
They made supernal Waves asunder start, And into fronting 
liquid Bastions part. 1797 CoLEripcs This Lime-Tree 
Bower, etc. 54 Those fronting elms. 1816 KEATINGE Tvav. 
(1817) I. 192 Their military [infantry] is formed in a long.. 
lane of two fronting ranks. 1844 Mrs. Brownine Lady 
Geraldine’s Courtship 68 She, with level fronting eyelids. 
1846 Lp, Houcuton Jen of Old iv, Content, as men-at-arms, 
to cope Each with his fronting foe. 

Hence Frontingly adv. 

1859 Chamb. Frnl, XI. 128 Hostile armies..On dimly 
tented fields, stand frontingly. 

+ Frontish, a. Ods.rare—1 [f. Front a. + 
-ISH.] Only in frontish-door =front-door. 

1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 128 Frontish-doors in 
great Buildings, with their Ornaments, as Pilasters, etc. 

Frontispiece (frntisp7s), sb. Forms: 7 
frontispice, -peece,(frontespice,frontice-piece, 
frontispeice), 6- frontispiece. [a. Fr. frontzs- 
pice, ad. med.L. frontispicium lit. ‘looking at 
the forehead’, metoposcopy, hence physiognomy, 
countenance, face or fagade of a building, f. L. 
Sront(z)- (see Front sd.) + spictum, f. early Lat. 
specéré to look. In English the spelling was very 
early assimilated to that of pzece.] 

1. The principal face or front of a building; ‘ but 
the term is more usually applied to the decorated 
entrance of a building’ (Gwilt). 

1597-8 Br. Hatt Saé. v. ii. 62 But if thou chance cast 
vp thy wondring eyes, Thou shalt descerne vpon the 
Frontispice, OYAEIS EISITQ grauen vp on hye. 1630 
Bratuwair Lug. Gentlem. (1641) 8 An indiscreet builder, 
who preferreth the care of his frontispice before the maine 
foundation. 1689 Burner Tracts I. 45 The French King 
gives 10000 Livres for the Frontis-peice. 1753 Hanway 
Trav. (1762) I. vit. xcv. 440 The ornaments of the architec- 
ture, and the relievo in the frontispiece, are after the chinese 
and japan manner. 1797 Hotcrorr Stolberg’s Trav. (ed. 2) 
II. lvi. 302 The temple .. was of white marble. On the 
frontispiece was the..chariot of the Sun. 1855 FERGUSSON 
Handbk. Arch. Il. 772 As a frontispiece .. it [the three- 
gabled front of the Cathedral of Orvieto] is not without 
considerable appropriateness and even beauty, 1874 
Symonps /taly § Greece 102 ‘The fagade [of the Cathedral 
of Orvieto] is a triumph of decorative art. It is strictly 
what Fergusson has styled a ‘frontispiece’; for it bears no 
relation whatever to the construction of the building. 

transf. and fig. 1607 WaALKINGTON Oft. Glass i. (1664) 3 
He had his celestial sentence. .engraven on the frontispeece 
of his Heart. @1678 Marve rt Poems, Appleton House 23 
Astately frontispiece of poor Adorns without the open door. 
1690 Locke Hum. Und. ut. xi. § 20 Who is it has inform’d 
us, that a rational Soul can inhabit no Tenement, unless it 
has just such a sort of Frontispiece. 1728 Grover Ox Sir 
Isaac Newton 207 The ev’ning on the frontispiece of 
heav'n His mantle spreads with many colours gay. 

+b. The summit of a building. Os. [So some- 
times med. L. frontispiciune.| 
_ 1600 Hortanp Livy x, xxiii. 368 The image of Jupiter.. 
in the lanterne or frontispice [L. cudzine] of the Capitoll. 

2. The pediment over a door, gate, etc. Also, 
a sculptured or engraved panel. 

1601 Hottanp Pliny II. 580 The very frontispiece and 
maine lintle-tree which lay ouer the jambes or cheekes of 
the great dore of the said temple. 1637 Hrywoop Royal 
Ship 4x Upon the upright of the Upper Counter, standeth 
Victory, in the middle ofa Frontispiece. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
ur. 506 A Kingly Palace Gate, With Frontispice of Diamond 
and Gold Embellisht. 1686 Burner 7yav. iii. (1750) 168 
The great Dome is a magnificent Building, but the Frontis- 
piece to the great Gate is not yet made, 1819 SHELLEY 70 





. FRONTLESS. 


Peacock 25 Feb., Columns. .supporting a perfect architrave, 
and two shattered frontispieces. 1850 Leitcu tr. MWziller’s 
Anc, Art § 109. 76 An Ionic portico on the outside, and on 
each side a Doric frontispiece. 

Jig. 1622 MissEeLpen Pree Trade (ed. 2) 2 When God 
himselfe setteth these duties in the frontispice or top of 
both the Tables of the Decalogue. 

+3. The first page of a book or pamphlet, or 
what is printed on it; the title-page including 
illustrations and table of contents; hence, an intro- 


duction or preface. Ods. 

1607 R. C. tr. H. Estienne’s World of Wonders Ep. Ded., 
I could see none.. fitter to be placed in the Frontispice 
of this worke.. then your two Lordships. 1614 SELDEN 
Titles Hon. 226 In the Frontispice of Ina’s laws, he 
saith he made them with the assent and help of his Bishops. 
1618 Botton Florus To Rdr., Hee figures the whole 
people of Rome, in the person of a Man (as the frontis- 
pice sheweth). 1646 Burcess in Presbyt. Rev. (1887) 317 
This speech..a scoffing Remonstrant takes, and sets it forth 
odiously in the Frontispice of his Book. 1647 CLARENDON 
Hist. Reb. v. § 1 A Declaration (which he caused to be 
printed, and, in the Frontispiece, recommended to the con- 
sideration of all his loving Subjects). 1712 STEELE Sfect. 
No. 296 Px Your prefixing Greek Motto’s to the Frontispiece 
of your late Papers. 1721 Baitey, /rontispiece..the Title 
or first Page of a Book done in Picture. 

jig. cx640 J. Smytu Lives Berkeleys (1883) II. 409 His 
face was the frontispice of his mind; he knew not how to 
dissemble a thought. 1651 Jer. Taytor Sev. for Year i. 
v. 57 Godly sorrow is but the frontispiece or title page. 1673 
Lady’s Cal. \.ii. 12 Nature.,never meant a serene and clear 
forehead should be the frontispiece to a cloudy tempestuous 
heart. 1704S, WesLey Def. Let. conc. Educ. Dissenters 23 
Stephen Marshall, the very Frontispiece of Smectimnuus. 

4. An illustration facing the title-page of a book 
or division of a book. (The current sense.) 

The ‘ Frontis-piece’ of the first quot. faces the title-page. 

1682 Lithgow's Trav. 11.120 And lo in the Frontis-piece is 
myEffigies affixed withmy Turkish habit. .evenas I travelled, 
1748 Lapy LuxsoroucH Lett. to Shenstone 28 May, I 
grudge six shillings for Herveys Meditations..but I want 
to see the frontispieces. 1753 Gray Left. Poems (1775) 225 
If I had received such a book, with such a frontispiece. .it 
would have given mea palsy. 1820 Scoressy Acc. Arctic 
Reg. II. 368 The engraving which forms the frontispiece to 
this volume .. is illustrative of this accident. 1878 H. H. 
Gisss Onzbre 8 One of them appears in the Frontispiece 
which is taken from Seymour’s ‘ Compleat Gamester’. 

Jig. 1691 J. Witson Belphegor i. ii, In a word, a thing 
made up of so many several parishes, that you’d have taken 
him at first sight for a frontispiece of the resurrection. 


5. The front piece or forepart of anything. 


a. The face or forehead. Chiefly yocular. 
a1628, Grobian’s Nuptialls, MS. Bodl. 30, \f. 17a, That 
fayre frontispeece of yours. 1784 Hume Hist. Eng. (1761) 
I. i. 26 It werea pity that..so beautiful a frontispiece should 
cover a mind destitute of internal grace. 1772 NuGeENT tr. 
Hist. Fr. Gerund i. iv. 120 A smart little father, with a bit 
of toupet on his frontispiece. 1821 Sforting Mag. VIII. 233 
Hammering his frontispiece to the appearance of a pudding- 
stone. 1872 Browninc “fine xcv, No face-shape, beast or 
bird. .but some one had preferred From out its frontispiece. . 
To make the vizard whence himself should view the world. 
+b. In a theatre: The front scenery ; also, the 


forepart of the stage. Obs. 

1651 J. Witson Astrea A viij, The Shepherdess avanceth 
to the Frontispiece of the Scene. 1667 Davenant & DryDEN 
Yempest 1. i, ‘The curtain rises, and discovers a new frontis- 
piece, joined to the great pilasters. 

Frontispiece (frvntispzs), v. [f prec. sb.] 
trans. &, To furnish wzth asa FRONTISPIECE (senses 
3, 4), put a frontispiece to. b. To represent on the 
frontispiece. @. To put as a frontispiece. 

1715 M. Davies Athen. Brit, I. Pref. 12 Those two 
Clementin Epistles .. wherewith .. Cotelerius frontispiec’d 
his Collection of Apostolick Remains. 1716 /éid. IL. 297 
His insolent Sermon, Sawcily frontispiec’d, Vou-R esistance 
without Priestcraft, &c. ¢c1821 Byron in Dowden Shelley 
(1887) II. 364, I have advised him to frontispiece his book 
with his own head, Capo di Traditore, the head of a traitor. 
1831 Mraser's Mag. III. 201 [He] is frontispieced most 
abominably, in a sort of caricature of the Freischutz. 1836 
Ibid. XIII. 34 Poole’s Sketches .. are frontispieced with an 
engraving. 1894 Speaker 19 May 560/2 Let him frontispiece 
a good map. 

Hence Fro:ntispiecer, one who supplies a fron- 
tisplece. 

1828 Lams Let. to Barton 5 Dec., I esteem thy verses .. 
honour thy frontispicer, and..reverence thy. .dedicatee. 

Frontisterion, -um: see PHRONTISTERION. 

Frontless (frvntlés), 2. Also 7 frontles(se. 
[f. FRont sd. +-LESS.] Having no front. 

l. fig. Unblushing, shameless, audacious, daring ; 
= FOREHEADLESS a. Now rare. 

1605, B. Jonson Volpone 1v. v, The most prodigious, and 
most frontlesse piece Of solid impudence. 1615 Cuap- 
MAN Odyss. 1. 425 Command to towns of their nativity 
These frontless wooers. 1633 T. Apams £xf. 2 Peter ii. 
to The whelps of that Roman litter have thus cast front- 
less imputations upon them. 1739 CisBeR Afol. (1756) I. 
99 As if the author had impos'd upon them the most frontless 
. absurdity. 1791 BosweLt Yohnson 10 Sept. an. 1773 The 
duchess had not superior parts, but was a bold frontless 
woman, 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 464 We have .. editors 
frontless enough to advocate them. 1850 L. Hunt Awtobiog. 
II. xi. 79 The repulsiveness of a republic. .with its frontless 
love of money. 1886 SwinpurNE JZiscel/. 297 A brainless 
and frontless trafficker in scandal. 

2. Of a house: That has had its front destroyed. 

1887 Pall Mall G. 1 Mar, 12/t Diano Marina is a wreck 
.. The passengers in the trains look into frontless houses. 

Hence Fro-ntlessly adv., Fro‘ntlessness. 

1618 CHarman Hesiod 143 The worse depraving the 


FRONTLET. 


better; and that frontlessly, 1631 Bratuwait Whimszies, 
Ruffian 83 Hee will intrude most frontlesly into any com- 
pany. 1698 R. Fercusson £cclesiastick 5 Without a strange 
frontlessness, they can neither deny [etc.]. 1709 J. Locan 
in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. X. 370, 1 cannot persuade myself 
that any man will be so frontlessly base. 

Frontlet (frvntlét). Forms: 5-6 frontlett(e, 
(6 frountlett, 7 frontilet), 6-frontlet. [a.OF. 
Jrontelet, dim. of frontel, fronteau FRONTAL séd.: 
see -LET.] 

1. Something worn on the forehead. 

a. An ornament or band; also, a bandage worn 
at night to prevent or remove wrinkles. 

1478 in Rolls of Parit. V1. 289 Frontlettes of blak 
velvet. 1502 Priv. Purse Exp. Eliz. of York (1830) 68 
A frontlet of golde for the Quene. c1s40 J. HEywoop 
Four P. P.Bjb, And they be masked in many nettes As 
frontlettes, fillettes, partlettes, & braceletes. 1613 PurcHas 
Pilgrimage (1614) 837 They weare also frontlets ot feathers : 
in their eares they weare bones. 1641 J. Jackson True 
L£vang. T. 11. 206 Holinesse to the Lord is found written... 
upon the high Priests frontlet. a@1717 ParneLL To an 
Old Beauty 2 To please our youthful sight You sleep in 
cream and frontlets all the night. 1755 Younc Centaur vi. 
Wks. 1757 IV. 255 The Centaurs. . wearing frontlets of brass 
on their foreheads. 1807 Worpsw. White Doe 1. 260 That 
Dame of haughty air.. wears a frontlet edged with gold. 
1866 J. G. Murpuy Comm. Ex. xiii. 9 The fillet or frontlet 
encircles the head. 

Jig. 1605 SHaxs. Leary 1. iv. 208 How now Daughter? 
what makes that Frontlet on? You are too much of late 
i'th’frowne. 1791 CowrER Odyss. xi. 469 As when we 
loosed Her radiant frontlet from the brows of Troy. 1876 
Swinsurne Evrechtheus 1396 To bind on the brows of thy 
godhead a frontlet of night. 

b. In Zxod. xiii. 16, Dezt. vi. 8, or phrases refer- 
ring thereto: = PHYLACTERY. 

1578 Biste (Genev.) Z-rod. xiii. 16 It shalbe as a token 
upon thine hande, and as frontlets betwene thine eyes. 
1670 L. StucLey Gossif-Glass xl. 481 Let it be as Frontlets 
between thine eyes day and night. 1732 Swirr Leé¢. 
Wks. 1841 II. 674 His [Clarendon’s] books had frontlets of 
Scripture to recommend and sanctify all their venom. 1825 
Macautay Milton Ess, (1854) 27 That sublime treatise 
which every statesman should wear as a sign upon his 
hand and as frontlets between his eyes. 

+e. A cloth or bandage containing some medi- 


cament; also, the medicament itself. Ods. 

1600 SURFLET Countrie Farme i. xii. 57 To cause them to 
sleepe .. it is good to make a frontlet with the seede of 
poppie, [etc.]. 1607 TorseLt Four-~ Beasts (1658) 401 To 
put them all together into a Frontlet or fore-head cloth. 
1621-51 Burton Amar. Mel. u. v. 1. vi. 396 Frontlets are 
well known to every good wife, Rose water and Vinegar .. 
applied to both temples. 1725 BrRapLEY Fam. Dict. s.v. 
Lye, You are to apply to the Temples a Frontlet made 
with Provence Roses. 

d. =FRont gc. rare—}. 

1785 CraBBE WVewsfaper 375 These flaxen frontlets with 
elastic springs. 

e. =F Ronta tb, front-stall (see FRONT sb. 15). 

1805 Scorr Last Minsir. 1. v, Thirty steeds... Barbed with 
frontlet of steel. 1873 Ourwa Pascare/ 11.89 The bullocks went 
on their slow ways with flowers in their leathern frontlets. 

+f. A coronet. Ods. 

1610 Guittim Heraldry vi. Concl. (1611) 283 Twixt an 
Earle and Vicounts Frontilets The ods is like: so needlesse 
to be learn’d. 

2. =ForREHEAD 1. Now only of animals. 

1659 D. Pett Jmpr. Sea 378 Like the smooth-faced jontes, 
Hluvia, stagna, and dacus’s of a land, that lyes with never 
a wrinckle upon their frontlets. 31758 Dyer Fleece 1. 203 
A fairer species. .Of shorter limb, and frontlet more ornate. 
1810 Scott Lady of L.1. ii, The antlered monarch of the 
waste..Tossed his beamed frontlet tothe sky. 1851 Mayne 
Reip Scalp Hunt, xxxix. 299 We can recognise the horns 
and frontlets of the elk. 1878 G. MacponaLp Phantastes 
vi. 88 From frontlet to tail the horse likewise shone red. 
1890 BotpREwoop Col. Reformer (1891) 228 A very evil- 
looking beast. .with a development of horn remarkable even 
in that forest of frontlets, 


b. Ornith. The margin of the head, behind the 


bill, of birds, generally clothed with rigid bristles. 

1874 Couves Birds N. W. 89 The differences. .are found in 
every sufficient series of the North Anterican bird; thus, 
of two specimens, both shot at Washington, D. C., one has 
a whitish and the other a brown frontlet, 


3. The facade of a building: = Front sd.6. Also 


transf. 

1808 Scott Marvz. v. xx, The antique buildings, climbing 
high, Whose Gothic frontlets sought the sky. 1830 W. 
Puitures AZ. Sivai 1. 338 Fair east he turn’d him, and anon 
attain’d The beetling frontlet of the mountain. 

4, A superfrontal or cloth hanging over the upper 
part of an altar frontal; also, an ornamental border 


to an altar-cloth. 

1536 Reg. of Riches in Antig. Sarisb. (1771) 199 A purpure 
cloth, with an ymage of the Crucifix..with a divers frontlet, 
having in every end two white Leopards. 1549 Eng. Ch. 
Furniture (Peacock 1860) 246 Item on corporaxe cloth & ij 
tasslys. Item one lyttell frountlett of ffustyan. 1874 MickLe- 
THWAITE Mod. Par. Churches 305 One frontlet may serve 
with a variety of frontals, 1877 J. D. CHamBers Div, 
Worship 269 Frontlets may be sewn on the front of these 
linen cloths so as to hang over the edge. 


+Frontly, adv. Ods. [f. Front sd.+-Ly2.] 
? With a bold front, bravely. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 174 Thai..frontly with thar 
fayis can ficht. 

Fronto- (frg‘nto), used in scientific nomenclature 
for frontz-, the combining form of L. front-em, frons 


Front, chiefly in anatomical and surgical combs. — 
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signifying ‘ pertaining to the front or forehead and 
to something else’; as in fronto-auricular,-ethmoid, 
-malar, -mental (see MENTAL a.), -masal, -occipital, 
-orbital, -parietal, -sphenoidal, -squamosal, -tem- 
poral, for which see the word forming the second 


member of the combination. 

1857 Buttock Cazeaux’ Midwif. 221 The fronto-mental, 
or the facial, extends from the frontal boss to the point of 
the chin. 1864 Reader No. 85. 204/t The fronto-nasal 
protuberance. 1866 Huxtry Preh. Rem. Caithn. 99 The 
basi-cranial line is from the anterior margin of the foramen 
magnum to the fronto-nasal suture. 1872 Mivart £devz. 
Anat. 100 The parietal may be one with the frontal, forming 
a fronto-parietal bone. 1886 F. H. H. Guittemarp Cruise 
Marchesa 1, 214 Thus causing the fronto-orbital edge to be 
very sharp. 

Fronton (frvntgn). Also 9 frontoon.  [a. 
Fr. fronton, ad. It. frontone, f. fronte FRONT. ] 


1. Arch. A pediment. 

1698 M. Lister Yourn. to Paris (1699) 42 There are two 
Stones in the Fronton of the South East Facade of the 
Louvre. x172t Bairey, /vovtox [in Architecture] is a 
Member which serves to compose an Ornament, raised over 
Doors, Cross-works, Nitches, etc. 1802 W. Taytor in 
Robberds A/em. I. 417 Every architrave and window-sill of 
the long and regular palace of the Tuileries was thickly 
dotted with these arches,—every frontoon and arch regu- 
larly framed with them. 1850 Leitcu tr. W7dler’s Anc. Art 
§ 284. 314 It stands more upright over the fronton and 
inclines forward more above the side-walls. 1894 Daily 
News 9 Oct. 5/3 One of the curiosities of Paris is the 
bas-relief on the fronton of the east side of the Louvre over 
the colonnade. 

2. Of an altar: =FRONTAL 5d, 2. 

1749 U. ap Ruys Tour Spain § Portugal (1760) 83 An 
exceeding rich Altar, the Fronton of which is of Brass gilt. 

|| 3. [Sp.] A building where pelota is played. 

1896 West. Gaz. 23 Apr. 7/1 The great objection to the 
popularity of pelota over here is the expense of the fronton 
or court. 1896 Dazly Chron. 16 May 9/4 A fronton epi- 
demic broke out in Madrid. 

Fro‘ntsman. [f. Fronr sd.+Man.] A sales- 
man who stands on the pavement in front of a shop. 

1896 Daily Chron. 25 Aug. 9/4 Butchers.—Young man, 
22, seeks Situation as cutter and frontsman. 

Fro‘ntstead. [f. Front sd.+Steap 5d.] A 
piece of ground between the front of a house and 
the road or street; a fore-court, a front garden. 


Now dial. only. 

1688 Defos. Cast. York (Surtees) 285 He would make a 
bonefire on his own frontstead. 1769 Aclome Inclos. Act 11 
Houses, frontsteads, garths, gardens, and orchards. 1825 
Brighton Commissioners Act § 76. 1876 Whitby Gloss., 
Frontstead, a front site in the line of a street. 

+ Fro:nture. Ods. Also 5 frunture. [altered 
form (after words with suffix -URE) of Fronv1Er.] 


= FRONTIER. 

1417 Lp. Furnyvat in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. u. I. 58 A 
bridge .. sett in the fronture of the borders of the Irish 
enimies. ¢1430 Lypc. A/in. Poems (Percy) 18 And last was 
wryten in the ffrontures ‘I schalle ffullefille him withe joy’ 
[etc.]. 1452 Paston Lett. 1. 237 Charlys Nowel, Otywell 
Nowell, Robert Ledeham..kepe a frunture and a forslet at 
the hows of the seid Robert Ledeham, and issu ought at her 
pleser. 161x SperD Hist. Gt. Brit, vi. xvii. § 7.97 Placed 
in the fronture of this Chapter: 


Frontward, -wards (frvntw6id, -z), adv. 
(@., sb.) [f. Front sd. +-warD(s.] 
1. Towards or in the direction of the front; also, 


to the front of 
1865 G. Merevitu Rhoda Fleming xxvi, She spoke, gazing 
frontward all the while. 1876 S. Lanter Poenrs (1884) 133 
Run each road that frontward leads. 1877 — Hard Times 
in Elfiand 6 Drew More frontward of the mighty fire. 
b. quasi-adj. Of or pertaining to the front. 
1865 CarLyLe Fredk. Gt. xx. xi. UX. 208 Burkersdorf, 
Ludwigsdorf..are frontward posts. 
+c. quasi-s. The direction towards the front. 
1553 BRENDE Q. Curtins (1570) 90 b, Suche as stode in y® 
hinder partes of the battailles, were ordered to turne their 
faces from y® frontwards. ‘ : 
2. With the front or face in a specified direction. 


Const. fo. vare—1. 
1856 Mrs. Browninc Aur. Leigh vit. 310 Men define a 
man The creature who stands frontward to the stars. 


+ Fro‘nysate, 2. Ods. [app. connected with 
Gr. ppévnots thought, intelligence.] 

1541 R. CopLanp Guydon’s Quest. Chirurg. Pref., Your 
scyentycall beneuolence and clere fronysate intellygence. 

+ Froofe, Ods. rare—1. App.used by Chapman 
for ‘the handle of an auger’ (Nares). 

1615 CHAPMAN O@yss, 1x. 530 And as you haue seene A 
ship-wright bore a nauall beame; he oft Thrusts at the 
Augurs Froofe ; works still aloft ; And at the shanke, helpe 
seep with a cord Wound round about, to make it sooner 

"d 


rd. 

+ Fro‘ppish, 2. Ods. Also fropish. [? f. */rof, 
var. of FRAP v.+-ISH.] Froward, fretful, peevish. 

1659 J. ALLEINE in Z7/e (1838) Let. 1. 140 As a man would 
give a thing toa froppish child. 1709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 
77. 2/2 A fropish, froward..Perverse Wife. 1754 RicHaRDSON 
Grandison ane IV. xxxvii. 260 So, once, he was as frop- 
pish as a child, on my calling him the man, 1784 R. BacE 
Barham Downs 1. 138, I was a giddy headed girl, too proud 
and froppish to take up with my sister’s leavings, 

Hence + Fro'ppishness. 

1688 S. Penton Guardian's Instr. 75 Whenever you find 
the Child in an Extravagant fit of Froppishness and Anger. 
1754 RicHarpson Grandison (ed. 7) V. 112 If my Lord will 
ask pardon for his froppishness, as we say of children. 





FROST. 


Frore (froe1), + froren, + frorn(e, fz. fZ/e. 
and £f/.a. [pa. pple. of FREEZE v. (q.v. for Forms). ] 

1. With distinctly participial sense: Frozen. 
Obs. exc. dial. 


¢1250 Gen. § Ex. 97 Of waters froren, of yses wal, dis 
middel werld it luket al. 1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 265 Pe 
water yfrore hys. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvin. 
xcil. (1495) 840 Salamandra quenchyth the fyre that he 
towchyth as yse dooth and water frore. 1477 Norton Ord. 
Alch. 1. in Ashm. (1652) 19 Plenty of water that was therein 
froare. 1542 Hen. VIII Declar. Scots 197 Our bloud is .. 
frorne with the cold ayre of Scotlande. 1880 SHARP Sword 
of Damoctles 11. 74 ‘The lake .. was soon ‘frorn’, as they 
say in Suffolk. 

absol. c1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode 1. xc. (1869) 108, I 
hatte Peresce..the foollich, the founded, the froren. 

2. Intensely cold, frosty, frost-like. Now only 
poet. in the form frorve (after Milton’s use). 

1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 130b/r After longe tyme saynt 
Julyen slepte aboute mydnyght..and it was frorn and 
moche colde. 1667 Mitton ?. ZL. 1. 595 The parching Air 
Burns frore, and cold performs th’ effect of Fire. — 1708 
J. Puitirs Cyderx u. 74 Th’ aged Year Inclines, and Boreas’ 
Spirit blusters frore. 1764 CHuRcHILL Gotham 1. Poems 
Il. 19 Frore January, Leader of the Year. 1821 SHEr- 
LEY Prometh. Unb, 1. 121 Snow-fed streams now seen 
athwart frore vapours. 1829 SouTHEY in Azniversary 9 
Epistle, ‘Time upon my head Hath laid his frore and 
monitory hand. 1850 Mrs. Browninc Poems II. 415 The 
Loves .. lie, Frore as taken ina snow-storm. 1887 BowEN 
Virg. déneid Ww. 251 His beard is with icicles frore. 

Frory (froeri), z. Also froarie,-y. [f. FRorE 
ppl. a.+-¥1, Cf. OE. fréorzz.] 

1. Frozen; frosty; extremely cold. 

a@1555 App. PARKER Ps. cxxi. 368 The moone by night 
shall serue thy turne: Her frory hornes shall thee not fray. 
1590 SPENSER F, Q, m1. vili. 35 Her up betwixt his rugged 
hands he reard, And with his frory lips full softly kist. 1691 
Dryven Arthur ut. 31 There the pale Pole Star in the 
North of Heav’n Sits high and on the frory Winter broods. 
1855 SINGLETON V7z727/ II. 271 Her son within a vale retired 
afar, Sequestered by the frory flood, she saw. 

+ 2. Covered with foam or froth. Ods. 

1600 FairFax Zasso u. xl, While .. yong, she vs’d with 
tender hand The foming steed with froarie bit to steare. 

+ Frose‘nder. Ods.—' [f. Fro adv. + SenpER.] 
One who sends forth. So Frose‘nt A//. a. [+SEnv 


Ppl. a.}, that is sent forth ; in quot. adsol. 

c1550 CHEKE Jatt. ix. 5 mote, Even as y° servant is to y* 
Mr..so is y® frosender, and y? frosent. 

Frosh, frosk. Ods. exc. dial. Forms: 1 frox, 
forse, 3-4 frosse, 3-5 frosk(e, 3, 5-6 frosche, 
4-5 frossh(e, 5-7 frosh, 8-9 dial. frosk. Pl. 3 
frosse. [See Frog 5.1] A frog. 

c 1000 /Etrric Exod. viii. 4 To fe and to binum folce and 
in to eallum binum peowum gad ba froxas. ax240 Sawles 
Warde in Cott. Hom. 251 Neddren ant eauraskes [v. rr. 
eaureskes, eafroskes]. c12z50 Gev. § Ex. 2969 Do cam Sor 
up swilc froskes here Se Sede al folc egipte dere. a 1300 
Cursor M. 5928 Pat tober on-com pat him fell Was frosse 
pat na tung moght tell. 31382 Wycuir Ps. Ixxvii. 45 He 
sente in..a frogge [v. ~ frosshe], and it destro3ede them. 
?a1400 Morte Arth. 1081 His frount and his forheuede, 
alle was it ouer, As the felle of a froske. 148x CaxToN 
Reynard (Arb.) 37 The frosshis..complayned that they had 
none lorde. 1565 GoLpinG Ovid's Met. xv. (1503) 356 The 
mud hath in it certaine seed whereof greene froshes rise. 
1674-91 Ray WV. C. Words (E.D.S.), Frosh, a frog. 1690 
in Picton L’fool Munic. Rec. (1883) I. 288 It is order’d in 
Councel yt no allowance be given him to slutch y® frosse 
lake. 1781 Hutron Your to Caves Gloss., Frosk. 1821 
Mrs. WHEELER Cusdld. Dial. App. 7 Thou cuddent tell 
me be a frosk, at hed been hung up beeth heels ith’ sun- 
shine, an dryttodeeth. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Frosg, Frosk. 
1873 Swaledale Gloss., Frosk. 

+ Froshell. Ods. In 5 freshell (? zxcorrectly), 
frosshell, [app. a corruption of OF. fourchelle, 
Jorcel: see Forcet.] The furcula of a bird. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans Ciij b, Yeue hir a chekyn..and take 
the tenderist of the brest withe the fireshell [1496 frosshell] 


bone and let hir eate it. 

Fro‘sling. Ods. exc. dial. [? for *frostling, f. 
Frost 5b.+-LING.] (See quot. 1823.) 

a1529 SKELTON £. Rummyng 460 Another brought two 
goslynges, That were noughty froslynges. 1823 Moor 
Suffolk Words, Froslin, alamb, a goslin, a chicken, an apple. 
&c., nipped, or pinched, or injured by frost. 

Frost (frfst), 53. Forms: 1 frost, forst, 2-5 
forst(e, 3 south. vorst, 5 froste, (4 wrost, froist, 
7 froast), 4— frost. [Com. Teut.: OE. frost, 
usually forst, str. masc., corresponds to OF ris. frost, 
Jorst, OS. frost (MDu. vorst masc. and fem., mod. 
Du. fem. only), OHG. frost (MHG. v7ost, mod.Ger. 
Jrost) str. masc., ON. frost neut. (Sw., Da. frost 
masc.) :—OTeut. */rwséo-, f. weak-grade of the root 
of *f/reusan to FREEZE. ] 

1. The act or state of freezing or becoming frozen ; 
the temperature of the atmosphere when it is below 
the freezing-point of water; extreme cold. Often 
used with qualifying adj. as hard, sharp, etc. frost. 
Black frost: frost not accompanied by rime; op- 
posed to whzte frost (see sense 2). Also Zersonz- 
Jjied in Jack Frost. 

+ Below frost: below freezing-point (o0ds.). 
degrees of frost; degrees below freezing-point. 

a Epinal Gloss. 485 Gelunz, frost. a1000 Phoenix 
58 g hearda forst. @1123 O. Z. Chron. an. 1110 Treow 
weestmas wurdon bere nihte burh forste swide for numene. 
¢31175 Lamb. Hom. 35 Ic walde fein pinian and sitten on 


(Ten, etc.) 


FROST. 


forste and on snawe up et mine chinne. a@ar2so Owl & 
Night. 524 Wane ni3tes cumeth longe, And bringeth forstes 
starke an stronge. 1382 Wycuir Dax. iii. 69 Byndynge 
frost [1388 Blac forst) and colde, bless 3e to the Lord. 
c1450 Merlin 149 Thei cloded hem warme as thei myght, 
for the froste was grete. 1523 Lp. Berners Froiss. I. 
cclxxxvi. 428 They went a seuyn leages afote .. and it was 
harde frost, wherby they cutte their fete. 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 395 The Winter Frostes doe not alwayes 
indure: no more should your greefe. 1647 CowLrEy Mistress, 
Bathing in the River iv, When rigorous Winter binds you 
[river] up with Frost. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 
207 The Days in Summer being excessive hot, and the 
Nights sharp Frosts, even to an inch thickness in the 
Ponds. 1715 Desacutiers Fires Impr. 47 The Liquor 
subsided to 18 degrees, which was two Degrees below Frost. 
1804 J. GRAHAME Sadbath 214 As when a waveless lake. .Is 
sheeted by a nightly frost with ice. 1847 A. M. GILLiam 
Trav. Mexico g Welcome Jack Frost had visited the city 
of New Orleans..that hoary benefactor, 1851 HAWTHORNE 
Twice-told T, Ser. u. Shaker Bridal, The hoarfrost, and 
the blackfrost, hath done its work on Brother Adam. 


b. viewed as an agent which penetrates and 
freezes the contained moisture of a porous sub- 


stance, esp. the ground, 

1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 11. (1711) 27 The frost cannot 
penetrate far into such Ground. 18.. C. D. Warner Spring 
in New Eng. (Cent.), In the shade there is still frost in the 
ground, 1891 S. C. Scrivener Our Fields & Cities 139 
Frost will penetrate eight inches, sometimes more. 1894 
Westm. Gaz. 5 Apr. 3/2 A sheep’s carcass is small; you can 
get the frost out of it as soon as you require it, 

+e. Proverb. (Cf. farewell fieldfare.) Obs. 
c1s90 Play Sir Thomas More (1844) 52 Why, farewell, 
frost. 1599 PorTER Angry Wom, Abingd. (Percy Soc.) 43 
Farewell, frost. 1670 Ray Zxg. Prov, 174 Farewel, frost ; 
nothing got, nor nothing lost. 

2. Frozen dew or vapour. 
rime, or white frost. 

a 1000 Riddles \xxxviii. 8 (Gr.) Hwilum hara scoc forst of 
feaxe, @1300 Cursor M, 6520 Manna.. fel fra lift sa gret 
plente, Als a grideld frost tose. @1340 HAmro.e Psalter 
Ixxvii. 52 Paire mours [Vulg. 7z0v0s]. .he sloghe in ryme froist. 
1382 Wyc.iF Dan. ili. 68 Dewis and whyt frost, blesse 3e to 
the Lord. 1563 W. Futke JZeteors (1640) 54 Hoare frost or 
white frost is nothing else, but dew congealed by over much 
cold. 1667 Mitton P, L. x1. 899 Seed-time and Harvest, 
Heat and hoary Frost, Shall hold their course. 1704 Pore 
Winter 9 Behold the groves that shine with silver frost. 
1739 T. Smitu Frn/. (1849) 268 Last night there was a very 
white frost, that killed the tops of our potatoes. 1832 
Tennyson WVew Year's Eve iv, There’s not a flower on all 
the hills: the frost is on the pane. 

+b. Frozen water, ice. Ods. 
c1400 Maunpey. (Roxb.) xiv. 61 Anober water bat on 
nyghtes fresez hard, and on days es na frost sene beron. 
1580 Frampton Dial. Yron § Steele 169 Waters which doe 
proceed of snow and of frost. /ézd@. 170 With a piece of frost, 
chewing it continually. 

3. fig. 
¢1200 OrmIN 12655 To shridenn uss berwibp onn3zen be 
frosst off fakenn trowwpe. 1595 in Caxton’s Blanchardyn 
(E. E. T.S.) 214 A frost of cares [began] to ouer runne their 
summers blisse. 1769 Sir W. Jones Pal, Fortune Poems 
(1777) 22 A reverend sage, Whose beard was hoary with the 
frost ofage. 1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. (1874) 1, xx. 225 The 
Renaissance frosts came, and all perished. 

b. esp. Of a person: Coldness of behaviour or 
temperament, frigidity; also s/ang, a ‘ coolness’. 

1635 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Banish’d Virg. 141 The 
difference betweene a woman of frost and one of fire. 1720 
Humourist 99 But with all this Shyness, Frost, and Virtue. . 
my Friend finds her as willing a Tit [etc.], 1815 Scorr 
Guy M.\v, One of those moments of intense feeling when 
the frost of the Scottish people melts like a snow wreath, 
1886 Mattock Old Order Changes 11. 256 He could not .. 
keep a slight frost from his manner. 1891 S. J. Duncan 
Amer, Girl Lond. 196 There’s a frost on—we don’t play 
with each other any more. 

ce. Sc, (See quot, 1825-80.) 

@1757 Gil Morrice x, in Child Ballads w. \xxxiii. (1886) 
272 Sen ye by me will nae be warnd, In it ye sall find frost. 
1825-80 Jamieson, Frost, difficulty; zo jin’ frost, to meet 
with difficulties, Banffs. 

4. slang (originally Theatr.). A failure. 

1886 Stage Gossif 70 When a piece ‘goes’ badly, it is 
called, a ‘frost’. 1891 I. Zancwitt Bachelors’ Club 209 This 
last book .. isa regular frost. 1896 Q. Rev. Oct. 538 The 
Randt mines would, in mining phrase, ‘turn out a frost’. 

+5, a. A colour like that of hoarfrost; silver-grey. 
b. Gold or silver frost-work ; cf. frost-button. Obs, 

1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 83 The colour for the 
most part, frost upon green. 1702 Lond. Gaz. No. 3810/8 
All Gold and Silver Plate shall be spun close on well boiled 
and light died Silk only, (Frost excepted). 

+6. ? =CakK 56.1 2. Obs. 

1718 S,SEwALL Diary 19 Jan. (1882) III. 161 Great Rain, 
and very Slippery: was fain to wear Frosts, did. 5 Feb, 
III, 165 Had like to have fallen grievously, by reason of my 
Frosts, on the Steps in the night. (Vote, Probably the 
caulks or mocassins of those days, which were in use till 
quite recently by aged people.) 

7. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as frost- 
diamond, -giant, -mark,-power,-scene,-time,-wind, 
-wound, -wreath; also frost-like adj. 

1868 Lp. Houcuton Select. fr. Wks. 215 *Frost-dia- 
monds twinkle on the grass, 1889 R. B. ANDERSON tr. 
Rydberg’s Teut. Mythol, 134 Thor, the divine foe of the 
*frost-giants, 1832 Tennyson Palace Art xiii, From 
shadow’d grots of arches interlaced, And tipt with *frost-like 
spires, 1856 Kane Arct. L.xfi, 11. xix. 193 Not an icicle or 
even a *frost-mark was to be seen on the roof. 1889 R. B. 
ANDERSON tr, Rydberg’s Teut. Mythol. 138 The *frost- 
powers led by Thjasse’s kinsmen. 1709 STEELE Tatler No. 
x82 Pt We shall not shortly have so much as a Landskip or 


More fully hoar(y, 
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*Frost-Scene to refresh ourselves. 1387 Trevisa Higden 
(Rolls) IV. 467 Longe aftirward, in frosty time [v.7. “frost 
tyme], Iulian was wery, and reste hym aboute mydny3t. 
1818 Scorr Rob Roy xxxiii, A sharp *frost-wind, which 
made itself heard and felt from time to time. 1820 Keats 
St. Agnes xxxvi, The frost-wind blows. 1856 KANE Avct. 
Expl, Xl, iii. 45 One [suffering] from *frost-wounds. 1872 
Bryant Little People of Snow 349 Around that little grave, 
in the long night, *Frost-wreaths were laid. 

b. instrumental, as frost-beaded, -bound, -burnt, 
~-chequered, -concocted, -congealed, -fettered, -firmed, 
-kibed, -vent, -riven, -tempered adjs. 

1842 Faser Styrian Lake, etc. 122 The white *frost- 
beaded grass. 1785 Cowper J'ask v.155 Materials. .*frost- 
bound Firm asa rock, 1848 KinGsLey Saint's Trag. 1. i, 
I came .. Among the Alps, all through one frost-bound 
dawn. 1770 Armstronc JZisc. I, 152 Whipping the *frost- 
burnt villagers to the bones. @1847 Exiza Cook To the 
Robin vii, The *frost-chequer’d pane. 1726-46 THOMSON 
Winter 707 The *frost-concocted glebe Draws in abundant 
vegetable soul. 1877 Loncr. Wapentake, Voiceless as a 
rivulet *frost-congealed. 181x E. Lysacut Poems 1 The 
*frost-fettered rivers no longer can flow. 1591 SYLVESTER 
Du Bartas 1. v. 875 For when her Troops of wandring 
Cranes forsake *Frost-firméd Strymon. 1848 KincsLEy 
Saint's Trag. 1. iii, Proud of your *frost-kibed feet, and 
dirtyserge, 1806 J. Graname Sirds Scotd. 84 A *frost-rent 
fragment. 1873 J. Gemie Gt. Jce Age v. 58 A heap of 
*frost-riven débris. 1856 Kane Avct. Expl. I1.i. 16 My 
thoughts recal the *frost-tempered junks of this pachyder- 
moid amphibion. 

ce. Specialcomb.: frost-bearer =CRYOPHORUS; 
frost-bird (see quot.); frost-blite, the plant Cheno- 
podium album (see quot.) ; frost blue (see quot.) ; 
frost-bow (see quot.) ; +frost-brained a., dull, 
stupid; frost-button, a button with a frosted sur- 
face; frost-cog (see quot.); frost-dew, hoar-frost, 
time; frost-fall (see quot.) ; frost-fern, a fern-like 
figure produced by the freezing of a moist surface ; 
frost-fish, (a) the Tomcod, Microgadus tomcodus, 
so called from its appearing on the coast of N. 
America as the frost sets in; (6) the scabbard-fish, 
Lepidopus caudatus frost-fix v., to fix with 
frost; frost-fog = frost-mist; frost-grape, an 
American species of the vine Vitis cordifolia or 
riparia; frost-hoar a., covered with hoar frost ; 
frost-itch, -lamp (see quots.); frost-line (after 
snow-line), the limit of frost; frost-mist, mist 
caused by the freezing of vapour in the atmosphere ; 
frost-nail s., a nail driven into the shoe to pre- 
vent slipping in frosty weather; so frost-nail v., 
to put frost-nails in the shoes; frost-piece, a 
person of cold behaviour or disposition; frost- 
rime =/rost-smoke; frost-root, the common flea- 
bane of the U.S., Evzgeron philadelphicus (Cent. 
Dict.); frost-shod ff/e., shod with frost-nails; 
also fig.; frost-smoke (see quot. 1867); frost-split 
(see quot.); frost-stud = /rost-nazl sb.; frost- 
valve (see quot.); frost-weed, -wort, the plant 
Helianthemum canadense, sometimes used as an 
astringent or aromatic tonic; so called because, 
late in autumn, crystals of ice shoot from the 
cracked bark at the root (W.). Also FRos?-BITE, 
-BITTEN, FROST-NIP, -NIPPED, FROST-WORK. 

1826 *Frost-bearer [see CryopHorus]. 1848 H. W. Her- 
BERT Fzeld Sports in U.S. Il. 58 The American Golden 
Plover .. is better known to our gunners by the name of 
*“Frost Bird’, so called from being more plentiful during the 
early frosts in autumn. 1835 Bootu Axalyt. Dict., *“Frost- 
blite. 1863 Prior Plant-n., Frost-blite, a blite whitened as by 
hoar-frost, Chenopodium album. 1873 Weale’s Dict. Arch. 
(ed. 4), *#vost blue, a coarse variety of smalt. 1863 Hore 
Walks 20 A *frostbow appeared, resembling in all respects 
a rainbow, except that it was of a lustrous white. rs92 
Nobody § Soned.in Simpson Sch, Shaks, (1878) I. 300 But he, 
*frost-braind, will not be obtaind To take upon him this 
Realmes government. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2192/4 A good 
cloth Coat... trim’d with a silver and silk *frost Button. 
17ix Ldzd. No. 4912/4 A dark Grey Suit of Cloaths, trim’d 
with Gold Frost Buttons. 1884 Knicur Dict. Mech. IV, 
358/2 “Frost Cog, a toe or projection on a horse shoe to 
keep the animal from slipping. 1826 Scorr Woodst. xxviii, 
My pumps are full of this *frost-dew. 1879 Miss Brrp 
Rocky Mount. 1. 295 That curious phenomena [s7c] called 
*frost-fall..in which, whatever moisture may exist in the 
air, somehow aggregates into feathers and fern-leaves, 1871 
Tynpatt Fragm. Sc. (1879) II. xiv. 358 When it [water] 
runs into *frost-ferns upon a window pane. 1634 W. 
Woop New Eng. Prosp. (1865) 36 Th’ *Frost fish and 
the Smelt. 1795 J. Suttivan Hist. Maine 21 The people 
have tom cod, or what they call frost fish..in great 
plenty. 1880 GinrHer Jutrod. Study Fishes 435 The 
Scabbard-fish (Lepidopus caudatus)..is well known in New 
Zealand, where it is called ‘ Frost-fish’, 1890 J. HAnBeRTON 
Out at Twinnetts 50 A string of frost-fish in one hand, 
and a lighted pipe in the other. 1800 Hurpis Fav. 
Village 1. 15 When did the God..Congeal and *frost-fix 
your [mountain's] prodigious limbs. 1813 Scotr Trierm. 
1. ili, The sun was struggling with *frost-fog grey. 1859 
Bartiert Dict. Amer., Chicken Grape, the River Grape, 
or Vitis riparia; also called *Frost Grape. 1853 C. 
Bronte Villette iv, The ice-bound waters and *frost-hoar 
fields. Duane Student's Dict. Med., Pruritus 
hiemalis, winter itch, *frost-itch. 1874 Knicur Dict, 
Mech. 1, 918/2 *Frost-lamf, an oil-lamp placed beneath the 
oil-tube of an Argand lamp to keep the oil in a flowing con- 
dition, 1865 WuittierR Svow-Bound 160 While the red 
logs before us beat The *frost-line back with tropic heat. 
1814 Scotr Wav. xlvi, A *frost-mist rising from the ocean, 
covered the eastern horizon, 1611 Corcr., erré a glace, 








FROST-BITE. 


shod with “frost-nayles. 1874 Knicut Dict, Mech. 1. 918/2 
Frost-nail, a roughing nail driven into a horse’s shoe in 
slippery weather. 1594 Prat Yewell-ho. u. 26 If I slip, 
you shall see how I will *frostnayle my selfe the nexte 
time that I ride abroade. 1673 Lond. Gaz. No. 753/3 
His Highness hath caused all the Horse of his Guard to 
be Frost-nailed. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa xxxi, The 
little hold I have in the heart of this charming *frost- 
piece. 1828 Scorr 7. M7. Perth xxxi, Away, villain, and 
marshal in this fair frost-piece. 1820 ScoresBy Acc. 
Arctic Reg. I. 434 *Frost-rime or frost-smoke .. consists 
of a dense frozen vapour, apparently arising out of the sea 
or any large sheet of water. 1603 FLorio Montaigne u. 
xiii. 354 To say truth, it [self murder] is a meate a man 
must swallow without chewing, vnlesse his throate be *frost- 
shod [Fr. ferré @ glace]. 1765 SMOLLETT 7¥av. xxxviii. 
(1766) II. 216 The mules .. were frost-shod for the occa- 
sion. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1862) I. xxi. 136 In those 
forlorn regions round the poles..the sea smokes like 
an oven, and a fog arises which mariners call the “frost 
smoke. 1867 SmytH Sazlor's Word-bk., Frost-smoke, a 
thick mist in high latitudes, arising from the surface of the 
sea when exposed to a temperature much below freezing ; 
when the vapours as they rise are condensed either into a 
thick fog, or, with the thermometer about zero, hug the 
water in eddying white wreaths. 1753 CHamBers Cycd. 
Supp., *Frost split, a phrase used by our farmers to express 
such trees as have large cracks in their trunks and branches. 
1895 Zines 21 Jan. 13/6 The sudden change in the weather 
has checked the demand for skates, *frost studs, and heat- 
ing apparatus, 1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V.358/2 *Frost 
Valve, a valve which opens to allow water to escape from 
the portion of the pipe or pump where it is liable to be 
frozen. 1866 Treas. Bot., *Krost-weed, Helianthemum 
canadense, 1839 Bartitetr Dict. Amer., *Frostwort 
(Cistus canadensis), a medicinal plant prepared by the 
Shakers, and used for its astringent and tonic properties. 


Frost (frfst), v. [f. prec. sb.] 
1. ¢rans. To freeze, frost-bite, nip with frost. Zo 


Srost off; to cause to drop off with frost. Chiefly fg. 

1807 [see FRostep 1]. 1818 Keats Endym. 11. 188 At 
this, a surprised start Frosted the springing verdure of his 
heart, 1871 Brackie Hour Phases i. 49 Individuals whose 
social sympathies have been frosted in early life. 1884 
Tennyson Becket 1. iv, The golden leaves, these earls and 
barons, that clung to me, frosted off me by the first cold 
frown of the King. 1887 S, Chesh. Gloss., Frost, to spoil 
by the frost, of potatoes. : : 

2. To cover with or as with rime; also with over. 
Chiefly fig. 

1635 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Banish’d Vire. 153 Such 
beauties as Aurora takes oft-times pleasure, in first frosting 
over with her canded dewes. 1787-9 Worpsw. Evening 
Wadk, Therising moon, While witha hoary light she frosts the 
ground. 1791 E. Darwin Bot. Gard. 1. 73 Nitre. . frosts with 
branching plumes the mouldering walls. 186x 77zzzes 22 Oct., 
These camps increase in number and in size till the white 
canvass frosts every knoll. 1890 C. Dixon Stray Feathers ii. 
26 He frosts the feathers of some with gold and silver. 

3. To give a frosted surface to (glass or metal) ; 
to make (glass) to resemble ice. 

1832 [see FrosTInG 1]. 1849 [see FrosTED 5b}. : 

4. To treat (a horse’s shoes) by the insertion of 
frost-nails, roughing, etc., as a protection against 
slipping in frosty weather; to shoe (a horse) in 
this way. 

1572 in Gage Hist. Hengrave (1822) 192 For frosting the 
cart-horses at Thetford..vd. 1665 Prrys Diary 26 Noy., I 
.. set out, after my horses’ being frosted, which I know not 
what it means to this day. 1752 J. MacspaARRAN America 
Dissected (1753) 39 With a Horse well caulk’d and frosted, 
‘tis fine Travelling, 1831 Sir J. Sincrair Cory. II. 189, I 
could not get the shoes of my horses frosted. 1877 V. W. 
Linc. Gloss., Frost, to turn up the hinder part of a horse’s 
shoes, or to put frost-nails in them to hinder the animal from 
slipping on ice. 

Fro'st-bi:t, Af/c. and pp/. a. rare. =FROst- 
BITTEN. 

1749 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. II. 13 The Weather was so 
sharp as several of the People were Frost-bit. 185: D, 
Jerrotp St. Giles i. 7 There’s some poor devil outside that’s 
frost-bit and going to die. 

Jig. 1823 Byron Age Bronze x, A Calmuck beauty with 
a Cossack wit, And generous Spirit, when ’t is not frost-bit. 

Fro'st-bi:te, sd. ‘The inflamed or gangrenous 
condition of the skin and adjacent parts produced 
by exposure to severe cold. The milder forms 
constitute chilblain ; the severe form, or gangrene, 
may be either dry or moist, usually the latter’ 


(Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885). 

1813 J. Tomson Lect. Jnflant. 57 Inflammation accom- 
panying the state which is usually denominated frost-bite, 
1823 Scoressy Frn/, Whale Fishery 44 Some of the 
sailors suffered considerably from partial frost-bites. 1876 
A. ARNoLp in Contemp. Rev, June 42 One does not look for 
frostbite in Ispahan, 

Fro'st-bi:te, v. Also 7 frost-bit. ¢vans. +To 
injure with intense cold, also fig.; to invigorate 
by exposure to the frost (0ds.); to get (oneself or 
one’s limbs) frost-bitten. m 

1611 Coryat's Crudities Panegyr. Verses Giij b, Emilia 
faire thou didst frost-bit, And shee inflamed thy melting 
wit. 1667 Pepys Diary 2 Jan., My wife up, and with Mrs, 
Pen to walk in the fields to frost-bite themselves, 1856 
Kane Arct, Zi. I. xxix. 403 Morton has frost-bitten both 
his heels. ‘ 

b. fig. To whiten. 

ax618 J. Davies Wittes Pilgrim. xcvii. Wks. (Grosart) 
19 Many winters haue Frost-bit my Haires. 

So Frost-biting vd/, sb.; Frost-biting Z/. a., 


intensely cold. /¢. and fig. 
1593 Tell-Troth's N.Y. Gift 23 His frost-biting words 
should nippe her, 1633 Earn Mancu, AZ Mondo (1636) 


. 


FROST-BITTEN. 


28 The graine cast into the earth, after a frost-biting, 
comes up the fairer. 1635 L. Foxe NV. W. Foxe 171 
Such as had been upon those Frost-biting voyages. 171% 
Swirr Zef¢z. (1767) III. 243 Pray walk when the frost 
comes, young ladies, go a frost-biting, 1817-8 Coppetr 
Resid, U. S, (1822) 202 If the cold be such as to produce 
danger of frost-biting, you must take care not to drink strong 
liquors. 1895 C. Marxuam in Westm. Gaz. 5 Sept. 7/1 
The only effect of this was to stop the circulation and make 
frost-biting all the easier, 


Fro'st-bitten, #/e. and ffi. a. 
exposure to frost. 

1593 NasHE Christ's T. Wks, (Grosart) IV.181 Farre poorer 
then poore frost-bitten Snakes, 1594 — Terrors of Night 
Ibid. III. 267 [He] like a lanke frost-bitten plant looseth 
hys vigor. 1665 Pepys Diary 2t Dec., A good chine of beef 
.. being all frost-bitten, was most of it unroast. 1669 Wor- 
LIDGE Syst. Agric. (1681) 93 The Leaves also gathered .. 
somewhat before they are much frost-bitten. 1824 W. Irvinc 
T. Trav. 1.250 Some fruits become mellower..from having 
been bruised and frost-bitten. 1865 Dickens Ze¢¢. 1 Mar. 
(2880) II. 226, I have been laid up here with a frost-bitten foot. 

jig. 1622 Masse tr. Aleman’s Guzman d’ Alf, 11. 34 The 
Captaine, when hee heard me say so, was frost-bitten. 1634 
Forp P. Warbeck w.v, Lady, I return But barren crops 
of early protestations, Frost-bitten in the spring of fruitless 
hopes. 1891 C. James Rom. Rigmarole 60 ‘She's ’ad what 
I may call a frost-bitten life of it.’ 
b. Frost-bitten asphyxy (see quot.). 

1822-34 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) 111. 435 Frost-bitten 

Asphyxy, or that produced by intense cold. 


Frosted (frp'stéd), pA7.a. [f. Frost sd, and v. 
+-ED.] 

1. Injured by frost, frozen, frost-bitten. 

1807 WiLkInson in Pike Sources Mississ, (1810) u. App. 
29 Two more of my men got badly frosted. 187 BLACKIE 
Four Phases i, 13 Socrates ., trod the frosted ground with 
his bare feet, 1884 Ror Nat. Ser. Story ii, Why does 
sudden heat..destroy a frosted plant? 1892 7z#zes (weekly 
ed.) 2 Feb. 89/3 Slightly frosted wheat is reduced for flour 
making purposes perhaps 30 per cent. in value, what is 
called frozen wheat 50 per cent. 

2. Covered (over) with rime or hoar-frost. 

1720 Gay Poewzs (1745) I. 164 Hoary Thames with frosted 
oziers crownd, 1842 Motiry Cory. (1889) I.iv. 115 The trees 
were frosted all over with silver. 1858 HawtTHorne /™ & 
It. Jrnls. (1872) I. 9 The windows were already frosted with 
French breath. 1873 Symonps Grk. Poets x. 313 Tall tree- 
heaths that wave their frosted boughs above your head. 

Jig. 1847-8 H. Miter Fixst Impr. ii. 25 Picturesque 
incidents..frosted over with the romance of history, 

3. Covered with a fine powder or coating resem- 
bling rime. Also with over. Frosted cake: cake 


covered with concreted sugar or ‘icing’. 

1698 Fryer Acc. E. India §& P. 318 Entering upon the 
Plains .. we found it all frosted with Salt. 1734 FieLpING 
Old Man taught Wisdom Wks. 1874 III. 122 His head is 
.-done all down upon the top with sugar, like a frosted 
cake. 1796 Kirwan Alem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 128 Its [Fluor’s] 
surface mostly smooth, and frosted over with minute 
crystals, 1856 Emerson Eng. Traits, Lit. Wks. (Bohn) 
II, 114 Pope and his school wrote poetry fit to put round a 
frosted cake, 1887 Lady 20 Jan. 37/1 The younger [lady] 
was attired in frosted tulle and snowdrops. , 

b. spec. in Zool. and Bot. Covered with glisten- 
ing particles, silvery hairs or scales, etc. 

1796 Wituertnc Brit. Plants (ed. 3) IV. 279 Pileus.. 
when fresh gathered, beautifully frosted over with distinct 
globular pellucid particles. 1829 Loupon Plants 1099 
frosted, covered with glittering particles, as if fine dew 
had been congealed upon it. 186x Miss Prarr lower. 
Pi. IV. 279 Frosted Sea Orache. _ 

e. Of the hair; Hoary, white. 

1648 G. Dantet Poems Wks. 1878 II. 64 ’Twould trouble 
me, when I, with frosted hairs, Should look at what I was. 
a@1717 PARNELL Gi/t of Poetry Poet. Wks. (1758) 35 Help- 
less Age with hoary frosted head. 

4, Of glass, silver, etc.: Having a surface rough- 
ened or finely granulated so as to resemble a coating 


of hoar-frost. 

1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2429/4 The sth had a Silver Box and 
pinn’d Case, long Hours of the Dial Plate, and Frosted. 
171x /bid. No. 4916/4 A.. Cloth Suit trim’d with frosted 
Buttons. 1793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 211 Being ofa dead 
frosted surface on breaking. 1825 T. Cosnerr /ootman’s 
Directory 31 The parts [of silver salvers, etc.] which are 
rough, or what is called frosted, 1852 R. S. Surtees 
Sponge’s Sp. Tour (1893) 156 A large jug..between two 
frosted tumblers. 1883 Hardwick's Photogr. Chen. (ed. 
Taylor) 123 The Salts of Iron..produce a sparkling precipi- 
tate, resembling what is termed frosted silver. 1889 Tzes 
(weekly ed.) 20 Dec. 7/4 This office had frosted glass windows. 

5. Made to resemble rough ice: a. Arch. Resem- 
bling a cluster of icicles or ice formed by irregular 


drops of water. 

1790 W. Wricute Grotesque Archit. 7 The arcades to be 
ice or frosted work. 1859 GwiLt Archit. Gloss., Frosted, 
a species of rustic-work, imitative of ice formed by irregular 
drops of water. 1868 G, SrerHens Ranic Mon. II. 507 
The single lines slightly roped or twisted or frosted, or what- 
ever we may call it. ; 

b. Frosted glass: a kind of Venetian glass (see 
quot.). 

1849 A. Pettatr Curios, Glass-making 116 Frosted glass 
.-has irregularly veined, marble-like projecting dislocations, 
with intervening fissures, /é7d.139 Fig. 2 Ancient Venetian 
frosted vase.. The satyr heads have been impressed .. after 
the vase was frosted. The frosting manipulation and the 
Vitro di Trino are explained at pages 113 and 114. 


Frostify (fr)'stifoi), v, [f Frosr sd. + -(1)Fy.] 
intr. To become frosty, Implied in Fro:stifica’- 
tion, jocelar, the process of becoming frosty ; 
Fro'stified //. a., dial., frosty. 

Vou. IV. 


Injured by 





569 


1831 J. Witson in Blackw. Mag. XXX. 543 A certain 
frostification in progress among most elaborately tended 
whiskers. 1854 Miss Baker Northhants. Gloss., Frostified. 

Frosting (frp'stin), vd/. sd. [f. Frosr v.] 

1. The action of the vb. Frost; exposure to the 
influence of frost or frosty air (gerundially +a@ or 
+ on frosting). ; 

1617 Br. Hatt Quo Vadis? § 3 Fond mothers vse to send 
forth their daughters on frosting, early in cold mornings. 
1647 Trappe Comm. Heb. xii. 10 Aloes kils worms, and 
stained clothes are whitened by frosting. 1667 Primatr 
City § C. Build. 5x Mould that was digged up in the 
winter, and laid a frosting. 1832 G. R. Porter Porcelain 
§ GZ. 310 The grinding of glass, or frosting it, in order to 
lessen its transparency. 1849 [see Frostep 5b]. 

2. concr. a. A substance powdered to resemble 
frost and used for ‘frosting’ purposes ; esf. pul- 
verized white sugar used for ‘icing’ cake. b. A 
‘frosted’ surface : see quot. 1892. 

1756 C. Lucas Ess. Waters I11. 64 A kind of stoney con- 
crete..like a sort of frosting. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, 
frosting, loaf-sugar prepared to coat plum cakes with. 1892 
F, J. Britten Watch & Clockm. (ed. 8), Frosting, (1) the 
grey surface produced on steel work for watches, etc. ; (2) the 
granular or ‘matted’ surface given to brass pieces prior to 
gilding. 1894 77zes 16 Aug. 6/2 Lakes, crayons, smalts and 
frostings. 

Frostless (frp'stlés),a. [f. FRost sd. + -LEss.] 
Withont frost. 

71x Swirt Frud. to Stella 14 Jan., Did you ever see such 
a frostless winter? 1851 ¥rnl. R. Agric. Soc. XII. 1. 358 
A wet or frostless winter, 


Frostling. 2udlding. (See quot.) 

1823 P. Nicnorson Pract. Build. vii. 337 It is this crys- 
tallization which is observed by the workmen when a heap 
of lime is mixed with water, and left for some time to mace- 
rate. A hard crust is formed upon the surface, which is 
ignorantly called /rostZing, though it takes place in summer 
as well as in winter. 


Fro'st-ni:p, sb. rare—'. =F Rost-Bite sd. 

1869 Brackmore Lornza D, xli, Two of his toes had been 
lost by frost-nip. 

Fro‘st-ni:p, v. vare—. trans. Tonip or injure 
with frost. Cf. FRos?-BITE v. 

1642 Futter Holy & Prof. St. iv. i. 241 They. .will not so 


much as frostnip their souls with a cold thought of want 
hereafter. 2 

Fro'st-ni:pped, f//e. and ff/. a. =FRosrt- 
BITTEN. 

1773 Phil. Trans. LXIII. 129 Its other branches were .. 
frost-nipt. 1796 Campaigns 1793-4 II. 122 A pair of naked 
frost-nipt legs. 1817 Scorr Harodd u. ii, Frost-nipt leaves. 
1886 Hatt Caine Sox of Hagar u. xiv, Sheep were bleating 
high up on the frost-nipped side of the fell. 

Jig. 1684 Z. Cawprey Certainty Salvat. 28 The first 
warm. .Spring-beam to the Frost-nipt Loyalty of the Nation. 
1695 ConGREVE Love for L.1v. xv, Honesty will go as it did, 
frost-nipped in a summer suit. 1797 M. Ropinson Wadlsing- 
ham 11, 219 Its expanding wings had been frost-nipped by 
disappointment. 


Frost-work. 
1. Work produced by frost ; esf. the delicate tracery 


formed on the surface of glass, etc. by frost. 

1729 SAVAGE Wanderer m1. 65 In Frost-work now delight 
the sportive kind [Fairies]. 1827 Gent?. Mag. XCVII. m1. 
483, I peeped through the chamber window externally 
beautified by the glittering frost-work, 1862 M’CosH 
Supernat, i. i. § 4. 153 The frostworks on our flag-stones, 
and windows, so like the tree in their ramifications. 

Jig. 1792 S. Rocers Pleas. Mem. 11. 438 Lo, Fancy’s 
fairy frost-work melts away. 1853 C. Bronte V7l/ette xix. 
188 These few warm words .. breathed on that frail frost- 
work of reserve. 

attrib, 1822 Suettey Hellas 416 Ye who strike To dust 
the citadels of sanguine kings .. And thaw their frostwork 
diadems like dew. 1832 J. Bree St. Herbert's Isle 4 The 
frost-work palace of an April night. 

2. Ornamentation in imitation of this. 

1648 E. Sparke in ¥. Shute's Sarah § Hagar (1649) 
Pref. bza, Many others set but their slight Frost-works 
upon Sattin, 1664 Power xf. Philos, 1.7 Her body looks 
like Silver in Frost-work. 1872 Ruskin Lagle’s Nest § 174 
The feathers like frost-work of silver. 
ee 1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc, 59 Like frost work 

ilver, 

Hence Fro‘st-worked ///. a., ornamented with 
frost-work, frosted. 

1710 Lond. Gaz. No. 4748/4 A small silver Milk Pot frost 


worked. 
Frosty (frpsti), a. [f. Frost sd. + -y1; OE. 


had the equivalent /yrst7z ; cf. Du. vorst7g, OHG. 
Srostag (MHG. vrostec, -2c, mod.Ger. frostig).] 

1. Affected with or characterized by frost ; reduced 
to a temperature at or below freezing-point ; ice- 
cold. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist, 111. xiv. [xix.] (1890) 217, & se winter 
were grim & cald & fyrstig. ¢ 1374 CHAUCER Axed. § Arc. 
2 In the frosty contrey called Trace. c1400 Lanfranc's 
Cirurg. 79 Whanne a bodi brepipb wip be moup in frosty 
wedir..pou my3t se pe breep. 1557 Tottel’s Misc. (Arb.) 
171 The sparrow in the frosty nyght, May shroude her in 
the eaues. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 231 In Frosty weather, 
Musick within doors soundeth better, 1710 Swirt Ze/7. 
(1767) III. 45 It has been fair two or three days, and is this 
day grown cold and frosty. 1765 AxkENsipE Pleas, Jmag. 11. 
339 The frosty moon Glittering on some smooth sea. 1860 
TYNDALL Glac. 1. v. 251 If the winter set in with clear frosty 
weather. 1864 TeNNySoNn Boddicea 75 The noise of frosty 
woodlands, when they shiver in January. 

+b. Belonging to the winter-season. Ods. 

¢1381 Cuaucrer Parl. Foules 364 The throstel old; the 

frosty feldefare. 











FROTH. 


2. transf. and fig. Cold as frost; chilling; with- 
out ardour or warmth of feeling, frigid. 

¢1385 Cuaucer L.G. W. 173 Thisbe, How kysseth she his 
frosty mouthe so colde? 1592 SHaxs. Ven. & Ad. 36 She red 
and hot..He red for shame, but frosty in desire. 1599 B. 
Jonson Lv. Man out of Hum. Dram. Pers., Asfer .. One 
whom no..frosty apprehension of danger, can make to be a 
parasite. 1605 77yadl Chev. u. iii. in Bullen O. PZ. III. 295 
Her father. .is frosty in my fervent suite. 1726 Adv. Caft. 
R. Boyle 83 Death still bore to me a frosty Sound. 1833 
Cartyte in Froude Car/y/e (1882) IL. xvi. 381 He [Jeffrey] 
now writes to Jane in the frostiest. .manner. 1871 PALGRAVE 
Lyr. Poents 77 Fenced from the frosty gales of ill. 

3. Covered with or consisting of hoar-frost. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Hush. mt. (1586) 141 The 
frostye Grasse. .fils their bellies full of water. ¢1586 C’TESS 
PEMBROKE /s. Lxxiv. xvi, The winters frosty gowne. 
1856 Kane Arct. Expl. I. xxxi. 424 The dormitory decked 
itself on the instant with a frosty forest of feathers [when the 
cold outside air was let in]. 

4, Having the appearance of being covered with 
frost. a. Of the hair: Hoary, white. 

14.. Circumcision in Tundale’s Vis. 85 Janus bifrons .. 
With frosty berd. 1579 E. K. in Spenser's Sheph. Cal. 
Feb. Embleme, So the old man checketh the rash-headed 
boy for despysing his gray and frostye heares. 1625 Hart 
Anat. Ur. 11. ix, 117 Where was old frostie father gray- 
beard (Saturne I meane)? 1794 Burns Yohn Anderson my 
¥o, Your locks are like the snaw; But blessings on your 
frosty pow, John Anderson my jo. 

b. Hence, Characteristic of old age. 

1588 SHaks, 77. A. v. iii. 77 If my frostie signes and chaps 
of age. .Cannot induce you to attend my words. 1863 Haw- 
THORNE Oxy old Home 257 That dreary picture of Lear, an 
explosion of frosty fury. 

ce. spec. in Entom. Of a glistening white colour. 
Also frosty white. 

1698 J. Petiver in Phil. Trans. XX. 396 The Sides are 
grey or frosty. 18.. Packarp (Cent.), When seen laterally 
the surface appears frosty white. 

5. Comb. a. adverbial, as + frosty cold; b. para- 
synthetic, as frosty-natured, -spirited, -whiskered ; 
frosty-face s/ang (see quot. 1785); also attrzd. 

1413 Pilger. Sowle (Caxton 1483) 1v. xx. 67 Now thou art 
*frosty cold, now fyry hote. 1753 A. Mureuy Gray’s-Inn 
Frnl. No. 48 w 1x My Friend’s Wife damned ugly in a 
Morning—A *frosty Face Devil. 1785 Grose Dict. Vulgar 
Tongue, Frosty face, one pitted with the small pox. 1618 
DEKKER Owles Almanacke, Men are so *frosty natur’d. 
1896 SHaks. 1 Hen. JV, 11. iii, 2t What a *Frosty-spirited 
rogue is this? 1852 R. S. Surtees Sfonge’s Sp. Tour 
(1893) 35 His old brandy-nosed, *frosty-whiskered trumpeter 
of a groom. 

Hence Fro'stily adv., Fro’stiness. Also 
+Fro'sty v., to make to look frosty, cover with ice. 

1596 LopcE Marg. Amer. Cij, But when againe her mor- 
row-gathered Ice The morne displaies, and frostieth drouping 
leaues. 1616 B. Jonson Zfzg~. lii, I rather thou should’st 
utterly Dispraise my work, than praise it frostily. 1720 
WELTON Suffer. Son of God I. vi. 118 The Pinching Cold 
and Frostiness of the Night! 1830 E. B. Pusey Hist. Ex- 
guiry 11.239 The iciness of the state, the chillness of letters, 
the frostiness of the people. 1851 HAWTHORNE Sow Jmage, 
etc. (1879) 31 The stars glimmering frostily. 1859 Lie £. 
Henderson vi. 392 Volumes chargeable with somewhat of 
frostiness. 1885 Harper's Mag. Mar. 593/1 Her mother 
met them frostily. 

Frot (fret), v. Forms: 4-7 frote, (4 froote, 
Sc. froit), 6-7 frott(e, 7 froat(e, 4- frot; fa. 
pple. 4 ifroted, 5 yfrote. [a. OF. /roter (mod. 
Fr. frotter), of unknown origin.] 

+1. ¢rans. To rub, chafe; sec. to polish (a pre- 
cious stone) ; to rub (a garment) with perfumes; in 
early use, to stroke, caress (an animal). Ods. 

a 1225 [see Frortine v0/. sd.], c 1320 Orfeo 77 She froted 
hur hondys and hur fete. 13.. Gaw. §& Gr. Knt. 1919 Her 
(dogs’] hedez pay fawne & frote. 1340-70 A lisaunder 1174 
Hee raught forthe his right hand & his [Bucephalus’] rigge 
frotus. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Pelagia 71 For-pi he one 
pe cause fel. .& one pe erde froittit his face. 1387 Trevisa 
Higden (Rolls) 11. 17 3if he [a stoon] is i-froted and i-het, 
he holdep what hym neizhep, /é7d. (Rolls) IV. 25 3onge- 
lynges .. frotede pe oliphauntes in be forhedes wip hors 
combes. c1440 Partonope 1927 Embrowded with peerle 
wele y-frote. c1480 JZerlin 76 Frote youre visage with this 
herbe, and youre handes, 1561 HoLtysusu Hom. A poth, 2 
Let him frot the head sore therewyth. 1562 LeicH Avmorie 
(1597) 52 The Hart. .froteth his hornes to make them sharpe. 
1600 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. (1616) v. iv, I assure you, 
sir, pure beniamin .. I frotted a jerkin, for a new-reuenu’d 
gentleman, yeelded me three score crownes but this morn- 
ing, and the same titillation. 1608 MippLETON 77ick, etc. 
Iv. iii, A sweet debt for froating your doublets. 1688 R. 
Hoime Armoury u. 239/t [To] Frott or Rub themselves 
as Hawks will do..is to rub her eyes on her Wings. 

absol. c 1430 Piler. Lyf Manhode i, cxxxiii. (1869) 127 On 
that oon side [j can] frote and enoynte. : 

Jig. «1340 Hampote Psalter cxxxi. 5 Wibp pis thoght 
frote pi for heuyd. 

2. Tanning. To work or render supple by rub- 
bing. 1853 [see Frottine 07. sd.]. 

Hence + Fro‘terer, one who rubs. 


1607 Marston What you will mu. i. Eivb, I am his 
froterer or rubber in a Hot-house. 


Froth (frp), sd. Forms: 4 frooth, frope, 5-6 
frothe, 6-8 froath, 4-froth. [Not found in OE. ; 
perh. a. ON. froda wk. fem. (Da. fraade; the rela- 
tion of Sw. fradga is obscure), related to the synony- 
mous ON. fraud neut.; the root (OTeut. */reud-, 
Jraup-, frud-) appears in OE, d-f/réodan to froth. 


Possibly the Eng. word represents both ON. /rawd and 
Jroda; for the later shortening cf. cloth.) 7 


FROTH. 


1, The aggregation of small bubbles formed in 
liquids by agitation, fermentation, effervescence, 
etc.; foam, spume; =Foam sd, I. 

1382 Wycuir //os. x.6 Samarie made his king for to passe, 
as frooth on the face of water. ¢1440 Promp, Parv. 180/2 
Frothe, sfuma. 1530 Parscr. 223/1 Frothe of an egge, 
glette. 1589 GREENE Menaphon (Arb.) 24 Venus was 
feigned by the Poets to spring of the froathe of the Seas. 
1648 Gace West Ind. xvi. 106 Untill it bubble and rise into 
afroath. 1672-3 Grew Avat. Roots 1. iii. § 4 The Froth of 
Beer or Eggs. 1725 Dr For Voy. round World (1840) 333 
The water was all a white foam of froth. 1795 Sir J 
DatrymrLe Let, to Admiralty 4 It would prevent the 
Yeast, or, as it is commonly called, the Froth, from bubbling 
over. 1806 Gazetteer Scott. (ed. 2) 132 This second caldron 
is always covered with a foam or froth. 1886 77 Caf xxii. 
300 She. .had shaken the bottle so vigourously that its con- 
tents were more than half froth. 

transf, and fig. 1581 J. Bett Haddon's Answ. Osor. 108 
Through the resistyng of the froath and enticementes of 
sinne. 1635 Swan Sfec. JZ. i. § 3 (1643) 24 The doting froth 
of a wittie brain. 1676 DryDEN Awvengs. v. (1685) 71 For- 
give those foolish words—They were the froth my raging 
folly mov’d When it boil’d up. 1692 WacsTarFE Vind. 
Carol. Introd. 11 My end is .. to blow off that Froth, that 
has been thrown on his Memory. 1824 Lanpor /7ag. Conv. 
Wks. 1846 I. 3 Society is froth above and dregs below. 1878 
Mortey Carlyle 194 Vhe lees and froth of common humanity. 

b. sfec. Foaming saliva issuing from the mouth. 

13.. Gaw. §& Gr. Knt. 1572 Pe frobe femed at his mouth 
vnfayre bi be wykez, Whettez his whyte tuschez. 1601 
Hotvanp Pliny xxxv. x. 542 The froth which fell from his 
[a dog’s] mouth as hee panted and blowed almost windlesse 
with running. 1753 CHAMBERS Cycl. Supp., Froth ..is a 
moist white matter that oozes from a horse’s mouth. 1885 
Syd. Soc. Lex., Froth, bronchial, the tenacious frothy 
secretion expectorated in some cases of asthma..and other 
affections of the respiratory organs, 

ec. Extraneous or impure matter rising to the 
surface of liquids during boiling, etc. ; scum. 

1533 Etyor Cast. Helthe 11. xviii. (1541) 134 That [water], 
wherof commeth least skimme or froth, whan it doth boyle. 
1648 GacE West Ind, xvi. 107 In wine which is in the Must 
. a thinner substance, which is the flower, and may be 
called the scum, or froath, 1846 J. Baxter Libr. Pract. Agric. 
(ed. 4) I. 170 To skim off the froth collected on the surface. 
1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 193 Its name recalling its origin as 
the froth or scum of lava. 1883 Hardwick's Photogr. Chem. 
(ed. Taylor) 363 A mixture is made of Gelatine, Albumen, 
[etc.]. .the ingredients being well beaten together; when the 
froth has settled down the mixture is filtered. 

2. Something comparable to ‘ froth’ as being 
unsubstantial or of little worth. 

1593 SHaks. L2cy. 212 What win I if I gaine the thing I 
seeke?..a froth of fleeting ioy. 1604 EArt Stiruinc Darius 
i. Chorus, Drunke with frothes of pleasure. 1612 BRINSLEY 
Lud, Lit, 210 Nothing but froth, childishnesse and vn- 
certanetie. 1686 Horneck Crucif. Fesus xxii. 629 When 
thou hast delighted in froth, and idle talk, 1702 C. MATHER 
Magn. Chr. 11. iii. (1852) 547 It was food and not froth, 
which in his publick sermons he entertained the souls of his 
people with. 1783 H. Brair Rhe?Z. (1812) II. xviii. 23 There 
is no froth nor affectation in it. 

+b. Applied to what is tender or immature. 

a1420 HoccLeve De Reg. Princ. 2270 We Romayns pat 
pey han in prison loke, Ben but 3onge froth, vnlernéd in 
batayle, And othir feble folk with age I-broke. 1587 
Tusser 100 Points Husb, lix, Eate vp thy veale, pig and 
lambe being froth. 

3. Applied contemptuously to persons. Cf. Scum. 

1598 SHaks. Merry W.1. i. 167 Froth, and scum thou 
liest. 1603 DEKKER Grissi7 ut. ii. Wks. (Grosart) V. 168 
Out, you froth, you scumme. 1678 Marvett Growth 
Popery 22 The Froath of the Town, and the Scum of the 
University. 1887 Hatt Caine Deemster xv, That his son 
should consort with all..the dirtiest froth of the sea. 

4, attrib. and Comb. a. attributive, as froth-flake; 
Sroth-like adj. ; . instrumental and originative, as 
Sroth-becurled, -born, -clad, -faced, -foamy adjs.; 
¢. special comb., as froth-spit = CUCK0O0-sPIT I ; 
froth-stick, a stick for whipping cream, etc, Also 
in many names given to the frog-hopper (Aphro- 
phora spumaria) or cuckoo-spit insect, as froth- 
fiy, -frog-hopper, -insect, -worm. 

1624 Mitton Ps. cxiv. 8 That saw the troubled sea and 
shivering fled And sought to hide his *froth-becurled head. 
a1649 Drumm. or Hawtu. Poems Wks. (1711) 19/2 The 
*froth-born goddess of the sea. 1769 Home Fatal Discov, 
v, The *froth-clad pool. 1625 W. Harpert Poems (Grosart) 
81 *Froth-faced Neptune. 1841 Browninc Piffa Introd. 
6 Not a *froth-flake touched the rim Of yonder gap in 
the solid gray Of the eastern cloud. 1864 *Frothfly [see 
FescuE 4]. 1590 SpENSER /. Q. 1. xi. 23 The nimble 
thyes Of his *froth-fomy steed. 1816 Kirpy & Sp, En- 
tomol. (1843) U1. ro The *Froth-frog-hoppers .. entered the 
room in such numbers as to cover the table. 1774 Gotps. 
Nat. Hist. (1776) VIL. 355 Of the Earwig, the *F roth Insect, 
and some others. 1860 O. W. Hotmes Zésze V. (1861) 257 
A very shallow crape bonnet frilled and *froth-like. 1753 
Cuambers Cycl. Supp., *Froth spit or cuckow spit. a1706 
Country Wedding in Watson's Collect. m. (1706) 47 My 
bairn has tocher of her awn..A *Froath-stick, a Can, a Creel, 
a Knock. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. VII. u. v. 358 To this 
order of insects we may also refer the Cuckow Spit, or 
*Froth Worm. 

Froth (frpp),v. Also 5-6 (? erron.) frote, 7-8 
froath, [f. prec. sb.; ON. had /rpyda.] 

1. zxtr. To emit froth or foam; to foam at the 
mouth. Of liquids: To gather or throw up froth; 
to run foaming away, by, over. 

1382 Wycur J/ark ix. 17 The which..hirtith him, and he 
frothith, or vometh, ¢1386 Cuaucer Ant.’s 7. 801 As 
wilde bores .. That frothen whyte as foom for ire wood. 
¢1425 lound. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 36 The 
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mayde begane greuously to be turmentyd, and sorer than 
she was woonnte to be vexid, frotyng at the moweth. 1529 
More Sufpplic. Soulys 13 ‘Vhese folk .. fume, frete, frote 
and fome as fyerce and as angerly as a new huntyd sow. 
1603 Hotianp Plutarch’s Mor. vi. ix. 607 When oyle doth 
froath or fome. 1641 Hinpe ¥. Bruen xlvii. 148 Hee would 

..froth and fome like a Boare. 1712-14 PopE Rape Lock 
u. 136 The seathat froaths below. 1821 Crare V2l/. Minstr. 
I. 45 They..call for brimming tankards frothing o'er. a 1839 
Praep Poems (1864) II. 50 Grief soon would bid the beer to 
run, Because the squire’s mad race was done, Not less than 
now it froths away, Because ‘the squire’s of age to-day’. 
1855 Browninc Childe Roland xix, Vhis, as it frothed by, 
might have been a bath For the fiend’s glowing hoof. 1876 
T. Harvy £¢helberta (1890) 370 His lips frothing likea mug 
of hot ale. 1880 ‘Ourpa’ Moths I. 12 The cutlets duly 
frothing in their silver dish. 

Jig. 1824 Blackw. Mag. XV. 594 For this the demagogue 
spouts—the newspaper froths—the liberal in Parliament 
proses. 1873-4 Dixon Two Queens III, xi. x. 55 The 
leaguers of Cambrai were frothing at each other, and pre- 
paring for a future fight. , . 

2. trans. To emit or send forth in or like froth 
or foam. Now only with owt. 

1382 Wycuir ¥vde ii. 13 Frothinge out her confusiouns. 
1388 — lWisd. xi. 19 Ether beestis frothinge heete of firis. 
1859 TENNYSON Vivien 765 Is your spleen froth’d out, or 
have ye more? 

3. To cause to foam; to make froth rise on the 
surface of; to pour ow¢ in sucha manner as to make 


frothy. Also to froth up. 

1621 Fretcuer Pilgrim ut. vi, Fill me a thousand pots, 
and froth ’em, froth ’em. 1715 Prior Down-Hall 120 The 
wine was froth’d out by the hand of mine host. 1773 JoHNSON 
in Boswell 30 Sept., She .. made his coffee, and frothed his 
chocolate. 1806 Cu/ina 79 Judiciously beating and frothing 
the eggs, 1832 Tennyson Death Old Year iii, He froth’d 
his bumpers to the brim. 1864 Mrs, CartyLe ZLe??. III, 227 
A tumbler of milk warm from the cow, and all frothed up. 

absol. 1598 Suaxs. Merry W.1, iii. 15 Let me see thee 
froth and liue, 2 : 

4. To bespatter or cover with or as with froth or 


foam. Also, ¢o froth over (something). jig. 

1771 Smotiett 17. Clinker Wks. 1806 VI. 122 He suddenly 
bolted out..his face frothed up to the eyes with soap lather. 
1801 SoutHEY 7halaba v1. v, The foam froth’d his limbs. 
1856 Kane Avct. Expl. I. xxx. 415 Foam pours out from 
his jaws till it froths his beard. 1885 O. W. Hotmes ort. 
Antip. Introd, (1886) 4 A certain amount of sentiment.. 
somewhat frothed over by his worldly experiences. 

5. Comb. + froth-can, the trick of frothing the can. 

1624 Skelton’s Ghost, E. Rumming Prol. 19 Our pots were 
full quarted, We were not thus thwarted, With froth- 
canne and nick-pot. 


Hence Fro'thed /#/. a., Fro‘thing vd/. sb. and 


ppl. a 

13.. £2. £ Allit. P. B. 1721 [= fropande fylpe. 1613-16 
W. Browne Grit. Past. i. iii, His hasty waves among ‘The 
frothed Rocks, bearing the tendersong. 1628 Rodin Good- 
Jellow i. (1638) Diija, A Tapster .. with his pots smal- 
nesse, and with frothing of his drinke, had got a good 
summe of money together. 1673 R. Heap Canting Acad. 
186 By brewing Rebellion, Micking, and Frothing. 1753 
Scots Mag. July 318/2 Which she..threw back with some 
frothed phlegm, 1795 A. Sewarp Ze?t. (1811) IV. 102 A 
frothing brook leaps and clamours over the rough stones. 
1798 FerriAr Of Genius in [dlustr.Sterne, etc. 285 Alexander 
learnt the art of frothing at the mouth. 1807 T. THomson 
Chem. (ed. 3) 11. 484 The frothing might..be ascribed to the 
emission of this oxygen on the application of heat. 1820 L. 
Hunt /udicator No. 23 (1822) I. 177 That frothed glass of 
porter. 1873 ‘ Ourpa’ Pascaréd I. 47 Florio was perpetually 
in and out..with some frothing cup of chocolate, 

Fro:thery. once-wd. [f. Frovn sb. + -ERY.] 
Mere froth, empty display, triviality. 

1851 CARLYLE Frn/. in Froude C.’s Life in Lond. 11. xix. 
79 ‘ All nations’ crowding to us with their so-called industry 
or ostentatious frothery. 


Frothless (frp'plés), a. [f. Frorn sd. + -Lxss.] 
Having no froth, free from froth, 
1848 in Craic; and in later Dicts. 
Frothsome (fr)ps?m), a. 

-SOME.] Full of froth, frothy. 


1880 Brackmore Mary Anerley III. ix. 127 The sea.. 
weltered in a sadly frothsome state, 

Frothy (fr)'pi), a. [f. Frorn sé.+-v1,] 

1. Full of, covered with, or accompanied by froth 
or foam; foamy. 

1533 Fritn Dzsput. Purgat. (1829) 157 Their .. frothy 
waves. 1592 SHAKS. Ven, & Ad. gor The hunted boar 
Whose frothy mouth..A second fear through all her sinews 
spread. 1613 Uncasing of Machivils Instr, Cijb, Beare 
with a Tapster though his Cans be frothie. 1615 LATHAM 
Falconry (1633) 117 When you do finde your Hawkes 
mouth and throat to bee continually frothy and furred. 1700 
Dryven Palamon & A. u. 205 Two boars ., With rising 
bristles, and with froathy jaws. 1740 SomERVILLE Hoddinol. 
11. 281 Wanton Joy Lavish had spilt the Cyder's frothy 
Flood. 1822-34 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) 11. 450 A frothy 
cough ensues. 1846 G. E. Day tr. Szon’s Anim. Chem. 
II. 311 The urine..was turbid and of a reddish colour, very 
frothy [etc.]. 187r B. Taytor aust (1875) Il. u. ili. 124 
Back the frothy wave is flowing. 

th. Hrothy Poppy, the Bladder Campion. 

So called because it was supposed that cuckoo-spit was 
more frequently found on this than on other plants. 

1597 GerarDE Herbal 11, cexiv. 551 Called .. in English 
Spatling Poppie, frothie Poppie, and white Ben. 1878 in 
Britten & Hovianp Plant-n. 


2. Consisting of froth or light bubbles, of the 


nature of or resembling foam, spumous. 


1605 imme Quersit. 1. vii. 32 The flower of salt .. is 
frothy. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. v. iii. 237 That 
spumous frothy dew or exudation. 1697 Drypen Virg. 


[f. Froru sd. + 











FROUGH. 


Georg. 1. 400 About his churning Chaps the frothy Bubbles 
rise. 1799 Med. rnd. 11.140 His saliva was remarkably 
frothy. 1839 Murcuison Sz/ur. Syst. 1. xxv. 320 The frothy 
breccia on one side, 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 454 The tapetum 
becomes disorganised and forms a frothy mucilage. 

+b. Soft, not firm or solid, flabby. Ods. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 740 You need not fear that Bathing 
should make them [the Turks’ bodies] frothy. 1658 Row- 
LAND Moufet's Theat. ns. 1070 She hath a frothy body. 

3. fig. Vain, empty, unsubstantial, trifling. Also, 
of a person: Having no depth of character, con- 
viction, knowledge, etc.; shallow. 

1593 Nasue 4 Lett. Confut.16 The abiectest and frothiest 
forme of Diuinitie, 1622 WitHer Mistr., Philar. Wks. 
(1633) 686 Such frothy Gallants, @1652 J. Smitu Se/. Disc. 
iii. 54 Contentious disputes, and frothy reasonings. 166r 
Boye Style of Script. (1675) 189 Our frothy censurers. 
1707 Reflex. upon Ridicule 66 Most young People are too 
frothy. 1742 RicHArpson Pamela ILI. 412 Adding, in his 
frothy Way, Now can I say, I have saluted an Angel. 1831 
CartyLe Sart. Res. u. viii. (1871) 123 With .. much frothy 
rant. 1884 Epna Lyatt We Ywo xvi, A mere ranter, a 
frothy mob orator. 1885 Mag. of Art Sept. 450/2 Much 
frothy fine writing. 

absol. 1762 Foote Orators 1. Wks. 1799 I. 219 You will 
have at one view. .the frothy, the turgid, the calm, and the 
clamorous, y 
4. Comb., as frothy-looking adj. 

1880 Miss Biro Yapfan 1. 133 A frothy-looking silk crépe. 
Hence Fro'thily adv., Fro‘thiness. 

1615 Crooke Body of Man 259 ‘The humidity, heate, 
frothinesse and whitenes. a@x1716 SouTH Sevm. (1737) 
VIII. ix. 264 The profaneness and frothiness of his dis- 
course. 1727 Battey vol. II, Fvothily, with Froth; also 
emptily, not solidly or substantially, lightly. 1823 Lamp 
Elia, On some Ola Actors, The .. face..that looked out so 
formally flat in Foppington, so frothily pert in Tattle. 1846 
G, E. Day tr, Simon's Anim, Chem. I1. 5 A limpid fluid.. 
unobscured by frothiness, 1890 Longm. Mag. Nov. 109 
Persons who frothily declaim about genius. ‘ 

+ Fro‘tion. Os. rare—'. [?a. Du. vrouwtje(n 
=vrouwken: see FROKIN.] ? A maiden. 

1587 Turserv. Trag. T. 12a, Athwart the wood With 
cruell curres an armed knight there went, That had in chace 
a frotion fresh of hewe. 

Frotting (frptin), vd/. 5d. [f. Fror v. + -1nel.] 
The action of the vb. Fror in various senses. 

a1225 Ancr. R. 284 Pe caliz..puruh so monie duntes & 
frotunges, to Godes biheue..so swude ueire afeited. 1387 
Trevisa Higden (Rolls) I. 417 Frotinge of iren and bi sh 
stones pou schalt hire. ¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 195 
Froting wib squillis is good perfore. 1853 C. Morrir 
Tanning, etc. 157 The working, or frotting is solely to 
remove the wrinkles and stiffness of the dry skins. 

+ Fro‘tting, #//. a. Obs. [f. Fror v. + -Ine2.] 
Rubbing ; (of language) grating, harsh. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) II. 163 Pe longage of be 
Norphumbres..is so scharp, slitting, and frotynge. 1567 
Turberv. Lpitaphes, etc. 70b, It frets the Culter keene that 
cuts the froting soyle. 

+ Froud. Ods. Also 2 frude, -te, 3 frode, 5 
frowde. [ME. /ride (riming with pride); see 
Frog sd.!] A frog or toad. 

a 1200 Moral Ode 271 Peor bed naddren and snaken eueten 
and frude [v. 7. fruden, frute]. axz240 Sawles Warde 
in Cott. Hom. 251 Pe lade helle wurmes, tadden ant frog- 
gen [v. 7. froden] be freoted ham ut te ehnen. c 1440 
Facol’s Well (KE. E.T.S.) 209 He openyd his cofere in 
presence of his confessour, & fonde per-in as manye frowdys 
as he putt per-in almessis. Pe preest seyde: ‘here pou 
seest how almes of euyl getyn good plesyth god !’ bat man 
seyde .. syth I falsly haue deuouryd pe peple of here good, 
perfore bise frowdys schal deuowre my body qwyk. 1496 
Dives & Paup. (W. de W.) 1. xlvi. 87/1 Some man hadde 
leuer for to mete with a froude or a frogge in the waye than 
to mete with a knyght or a squyre. 

|| Frou-frou (fr fr). [Fr.; of echoic forma- 
tion.] A rustling, esd. the rustling of a dress. 

1870 A thenzum 4 June 734 The modern /rou-frou of satin 
and gros-de-Naples skirts is nothing to the rustling of 
brocaded silks. 1871 M. Cotiins M7. & Merch. ILI. v. 155 
With a frou-frou of soft silk she arose, 1891 Speaker 2 May 
527/1 The rustle of the dresses, the frou-frou of the fans. 

Jig. 1876 Besant & Rice Gold. Butterfly vi, The frou- 
frou of life was lost to her. 1883 ‘Ouma’ Wanda Ii. 
The Princess fretted for some little frou-frou of the worl 
to break its solemn silence. 

Frough, frow, 2. Ods. exc. dal, Forms: 
3 frouh, 4 frou3, 5 frogh, 5, 6, 9 Sc. freuch, (6 
frewch, 8 freugh), 4, 7- frow, 8 frowe, 5, 7- 
frough. [Of obscure origin : the forms point back 
to OE. *7/réh, or possibly *J7éh; a word of the 
latter form is represented by Arégum ‘rancidis’, 
prén ‘rancida’ (Napier OZ. Gil. vit. 193, 210); 
for the meaning cf. FroucHy.] 

1. Liable to break or give way, not to be depended 
on, frail, brittle. Zt. and jig. 

c aaygolsine Ron 44 in O. E. Misc. (1872) 94 Hit is fals and 
mereuh and frouh, 1303 R. BrunnE Hand. Synne 2305 

oghe pe prest be fals or frow. ¢1420 Pallad. on Hush. 1. 67% 

k thike ysowe is frough [L. sec¢z¢is] And rare ysowe is heded 
grete & tough. ¢1475 Rauf Coilzear 525 Oft fair foullis ar 
fundin faynt, and als freuch. xgox Doucias Pad. Hon. 1. 
vii, Quha suld haue firm esperance in this, Whilk is alace sa 
ffreuch and variant? 1568 Bannatyne Poems (1770) 185 This 
warld is verry frewch. 1664 EvELYN Sylva ( sro) 18 Timber 
. which grows in Gravel is subject to be Frow (as they term 
it) and brittle. 1674-91 Ray N.C. Words 28 Frough, loose, 
spungy. rough wood, brittle. a1722 Liste Husbd. (1757) 
37 The arms of an ash-tree are commonly put in if they be 
not too frowe, 1787 Grose Prov. Gloss., Frough-wood, 
brittle wood. 1785 Frnl. fr. Lond. in Poems Buchan 
Dial. 5 The swingle-trees flew in flinders, as gin they had 


FROUGHY. 


been as freugh as kail-castacks, 1825 Brockett WV. C. Words, 
Frough, loose, spungy, easily broken. 

2. Crisp or ‘short’ to the taste. 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb. 11. 662 To make hem frough, 
kitte of the bladys longe. 

3. Sc. (See quot.) 

1808-80 JAamiEson, /veuch ..2. dry; applied to corn, that 
has recovered from the effects of rain in the time of harvest. 

Froughy, frowy (fri), @. Now dal. [?f. 
FroucH a. +-y 1.] 

1. Musty, sour, stale, not sweet. 

1579 SPENSER Sheph. Cal. July 111 They..like not of the 
frowie fede. a1825 Forsy Voc. 2. Anglia, Frowy, stale, 
on the point of turning sour from being over kept. 1866 
Mrs. Stowe Lit. Foxes 117 Mrs. D. is a decent housekeeper, 
and so her bread be not sour, her butter not frowy [etc.]. 

2. Of wood: Spongy, soft-textured, brittle. /vowy- 
stuff (see quot. 1858). 

1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 32 The best stricles are 
those that are made of froughy, unseasoned oake. 1677 
Moxon Mech. Exerc. (1703) 67 If your Wood be soft, and 
your Stuff free, and frowy, that is, evenly temper’d all the 
way, 1750 W. Exuis Mod. Husb. VII. ii. 43 (E. D.S.) Such 
an ash..grows frowy, short and spungy. 1858 SimMonps 
Dict. Trade, Frowy-stuff, a builder's name for short, or 
brittle and soft, timber. 1889 FARMER Asmericanisms, 
Froughy, spongy, brittle, or, in fact, applied to anything 
that is of inferior quality. 


Frounce (frauns), sd.1 Also 5-7 frownce. Cf. 
the altered form FLouncr sd. f[a. OF r. fronce, 


Sronche (Fr. fronce), = Sardinian frusza. 

According to some scholars a vbl. noun f. the Rom. */von- 
tire (OF., Pr., OSp. froucir, Sp. fruncir, Cat. frunsir, 
Sard. frunziri), to wrinkle the brow, to wrinkle, f. L 
Jront-em. brow, Front. Others consider the Rom. sb, to 
be adopted from OHG,. (*wrunza), runza, modG. runze 
wrinkle.] 


+1. A wrinkle. Ods. 


1390 Gower Conf, III. 27 He seeth her front is large and 
pleine, Withoute frounce of any greine. 1430-40 Lyne. 
Bochas 1. xx. (1494) evij b, Their reueled skyn abrode to 
drawe and streyne Frowarde frouncis to make theym smoth 
&pleyne. 1527 ANDREW Brunswyke’s Distyll. Waters C iv, 
The same water taketh awaye the frounces in the face whan 
it is rubbed therwith. 1616 BuLtoKar, /rownce, a wrinkle. 
aie BaiLey, /rouzce, a Plait, a Wrinkle. Hence in mod. 

cts. 

+2. A fold, crease; a pleat. Also fg., duplicity. 

1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. pr. ii. 5 (Camb. MS.) With the 


lappe of hir garnement I-plited in a frounce she dryede myn ~ 


eyen. 1377 Lanci. P. P/. B. xut. 318 ‘Bi Criste’, quod 
Conscience tho, ‘thi best cote.. hath many moles and 
spottes ’..‘3e, who so toke hede’.. Men sholde fynde many 
frounces and many foule plottes, 1390 GowEr Conf. I. 173 
So that he pronounce A plein good word withouten frounce. 
1721 [see 1]. 

+3. The ornamented edge of a cup. Ods. 

1440 Prop. Parv. 180/2 Frownce of a cuppe, frov- 
tinella (Pynson /rigiuzz). 

4, =F ounce sd.2 1. Ods.—} 

1619 Frercuer WM. Thomas ut. ii, Farthingals, and 
frounces. ~ 

5. With allusion to Milton’s use of FROUNCE v.: 
A piece of foppish display. 

1881 DurrieLp Don Quix. Il. 397 With these [dresses] he 
made so many frounces and tricks. 1887 Saintspury /ss. 
Eng. Lit. (1891) 153 A rather plain and straightforward 
writer, with few tricks and frounces of phrase and style. 

Hence + Fro‘unceless a., without a frounce or 
wrinkle, unwrinkled. 

7a 1366 Cuaucer Rom. Rose 860 Hir forheed frounceles. 

+ Frounce, 50.2 Ovs. Forms: 5 frounch, 
5 fronse, 6 fronce, frounze, 6-8 frownce, 5- 
frounce. [Of obscure origin; no similar word of 
like meaning is known in Fr. 

Perhaps it may be etymologically identical with prec., or 
due to some mistake ; cf. FrRoncLE and Formica 2.] 

1. A canker or sore in the mouth of a hawk. 

21480 Fysshynge w. Angle (1883) 3 With mysfedyng ben 
schall sche haue the frounce. c1450 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. 
Ant. 1, 301 Of the f[rJounches it is drede for it is a noyous 
sekenes. 1486 Bk. St. Albans Cvjb, Blaynis in haukes 
mouthes cald frounches. 1587 Turserv. Trag. Tales 183 
The frounce consume the flesh of her, that feedes vpon my 
bones. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. . (1677) 249 The 
Frownce proceedeth from moist and cold Humours which 
descend from the Hawk’s Head to the Palate. 1725 Brap- 
LEY Fam. Dict.s.v. Rye, It.. causes the Frownce, or a 
perpetual dropping Humour, very hard to be cur’d. 1820 
Scorr A ddot iv, 'T were the ready way to give her the frounce. 

2. A disease in the mouth of a horse: see quot. 


1587. Cf. CAMERY. 

1587 Mascati Govt. Cattle, Horses Py) 131 The frounce 
is a disease soone cured, and they are smal pimples or warts 
in the midst of the pallat of his mouth aboue, and they are 
soft, and they will let him to eat his meat. 1610 [see CAMERyY]. 
1725 BrapLey Fam. Dict., Camery or Frounce, a Distemper 
in Horses. In mod. Dicts, 

Frounce (frauns), v. Forms: 3-4 fronce, 4-6 
frounse, 6-7 frounze, frownce, -se, 4—frounce. 
[ad. OF. froncier, froncir (Fr. froncer), f. fronce 
Frounce s6.1] ; 

+1. ¢rans. To gather in folds or wrinkles, to 
wrinkle ; to knit, purse (the brows or lips) ; occas, 
to knit the brows of. Also with wg. Obs. 

The first quot. perhaps belongs to1b. . 

a@1300 Cursor M. 3571 Pe front it frofices bat was scene. 
13.. Gaw. & Gr. Kut. 2306 Penne tas he hym strype to 
stryke, & frounses bope lyppe & browe. 1390 Gower Conf. 
I. 95 With that she frounceth up the browe. ¢1572 GASCOIGNE 
Fruites Warre (1831) 209 The frolicke fauour frounst and 
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foule defast. 1587 Hucnes Misfort. Arthur w. ii. in Hazl. 
Dodsley IV. 321 All fury-like, frounc’d up with frantic frets. 
1628 Lr Grys tr. Barclay’s Argenis 143 That he may not 
seeme mercenary, hee will frounce his browes. 

+b. zxtr. To knit the brows; to look angry. 
Also of the face or forehead: To fall into wrinkles, 
become wrinkled. Qds. 

cr4so Henryson Test. Cress. 155 in Thynne’s Chaucer 
Qq itij, His face frounsed..His teth chattred. c1530 Lp. 
Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 489 [He] frounsed and 
glared with his eyen as though he had ben wode, 1583 
STANyHURST /nezs 1. (Arb.) 63 Grislye faces frouncing, 
dydIsee. 1600 Hottanp Livy vit. vi. 253 They frounced 
and tooke on most insolently for this unhappie expedition. 

2. trans. To frizz, curl (the hair, a wig, etc.); 
also, to curl the hair of. 

1526 SKELTON Magnyf. 1532 Schall frounce them in the 
foretop. 1559 AYLMER //arborowe N jb, Ladies. . with their 
heares frownsed and curled. @1592 Greene Mamiillia nu. 
Wks. (Rtldg.) 316/1 A periwig frounc’d faste to the front. 
1632 Mitton Penseroso 123 Not trick’d and frounc’d as she 
was wont. 1819 H. Busk Vestrviad u. 102 Some..scatter’d 
o'er the silver margin stood, To frounce their braids. 

b. fig. [Echoing Milton: see quot. 1632 in 2.] 

1891 Saintspury Scherer’s Ess. Pref. 9 Not only unneces- 
sary, but in bad taste, to trick or frounce him in English. 

+3. To gather (a piece of cloth, a garment, etc.) 
into creases or pleats; to pleat. Oés. 

@ 1533 Lp. Berners Gold. Bk. M. Aurel. (1546) Cc vj, 
Their shurts frounced. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Mowbray’s 
Banish. xxv, All iagde and frounst with diuers coloures 
dekt. 1610 Guitiim Heraldry v1. v. (1611) 266 A piece of 
cloth. .that is iagged and frownced after the manner of our 
now commonly recieued Mantlings. 1805 Scorr Last Min- 
str. Iv. xviii, Buff coats, all frounced and broidered o’er. 

+b. intr. To fall into creases or pleats. Ods. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 7259 Shoos knopped with dagges That 
frouncen lyke a quaile pipe. 1548 Hatt Chron., Hen. VIII 
(1809) 691 It bossed out and frounced very stately to behold. 

Hence Frounced ///. a., + (a) of the forehead : 
Wrinkled ; (0) of the hair, the head, etc. : Curled, 
frizzed; Frou‘ncing vil, sb., + (a) knitting of 
brows ; (4) frizzing; also attrzd. 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv. (E. E. T.S.) 221 A 
sharpe straght farred, noght gretly lene ne al full, nethyr al 
frouncet. c1450 Henryson /ables, Paddok § Mous 43 Her 
fronsit face. @ 1529 SKELTON P. Sfarowe 1337 The ferryman 
of hell, Caron .. with his frownsid foretop. 1530 Patscr. 
223/2 Frounsyng, froucement. a1368 AscHam Scholem.(Arb.) 
54 An ouerstaring frounced hed, as though out of euerie 
heeres toppe, should suddenlie start out a good big othe. 
1593 Nasue Christ’s 7. (1613) 148 Thy flaring frounzed 
Periwigs. 16co HoLitanp Livy xxxtll, xxxix. (1609) 846 
There was frounsing, and their bloud was up. 1603 H. 
Crosse Ver/ues Commew. (1878) 76 F ye vpon these frownsing 
Irons. 1656 W. D. tr. Comenius’ Gate Lat. Und. § 203 The 
Temples .. in those that are angry frownced or furrowed. 
1835 in Gentl. Mag. Feb. (1836) 135 And her hair was all 
frizzled and frounc’d like a nigger. 

Frount(e, Frountel(1, Frounter, obs. ff. of 
Front, FRonTAL, FRONTIER. 

+¥Frou'sshure. Ols.-' [ad. OF. frocsseure 
(Fr. frotssure), f. frotsser to rub violently, to crush. ] 
A bruise, contusion. 

¢1477 Caxton Yason 138 b, Renewing to him the dolour 
and grete payne of his woundes and frousshures. 

Frouzy : see Frowzy. 

+ Fro‘ver, 56. Ods. Forms: 1 fréfer, -or, -ur, 
2-3 frofer, 3 frofre, froure, frowere, frover(e, 
south. vroure. [OE. /rdfor, str. fem. and masc. = 
OS. frébra, fréfra, OHG. finobara.] 

1. Comfort ; a means of comforting. 

Beowulf 698 Him dryhten forgeaf .. frofor ond fultum. 
c1000 ASirric How. I. 136 He ze-andbidode Sone frofer. 
¢ 1200 OrMIN 8786 Forr patt he 3ifebb her hiss beoww Hiss 
frofre o seofenn wise. a@ 1225 Axcr. RX. 92 Peonne schullen 
je iseon hu al pe world nis nout, & hu hire uroure is fals. 
a1240 Ureisun in Cott. Hom. 185 We .. buggep worldles 
froure wip moni sori teone. 

pb. applied to God, the Holy Ghost. 

a1225 Fuliana 11 3ef pu wult..leuen. .ibe hali gast folkene 
froure. c1250 Hymn to God 5 in Trin. Coll. Hom. App. 258 
Vroure & hele folkes fader. c1250 Gen. § Lx. 54 Hali froure 
welt oc Sat mizt. c1275 Lay. 387 Fader he his on heuene 
and alle man his frouere. 

2. atirib.,as Frover- Ghost [=OHG. fuobargezst]; 
also in syntactical form /7ovre Ghost, the Com- 
forter, the Holy Ghost. 

c1000 Ags, Gosf. John xiv. 26 Se haliza frofre gast. c1000 
fExrric Hom. I. 322 Se Halga Gast. .is zehaten on Grecis- 
cum zZereorde, Paraclitus, Sat is, Frofor-gast. c 1175 Lamb, 
Hont. 97 Pe frofre gast. c 1z00 OrMIN 10554 Pe Faderr, & te 
Frofre Gast Himm hafenn sett to demenn. 

+ Fro'ver, v. Ods. Forms: 1 fréfran, -ian, 
fréfie)rian, 2-3 fréfrian, -en, 2-3 freuren, -in, 
2-4 frou(e)ren, -in, south. vrouren, vrosefrien, 
(3 froveren). Also 1-2 sefréfran, -ian, 2 ifréfran, 
3 ifréfren. [OE. fréfrian, frofrian, also gefréfran, 
zofréfrian, f. fréfor, Frovur sb. Cf. OS. /rdbrean, 


OHG. fluodiren.] 

trans. To comfort, console. Const. /or, of. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. v. v. (1890) 396 Cwxd he pet zewune- 
lice word beera frefrendra. c 1000 Ags. Gosf. John xi. 19 Hig 
woldon hi frefrian for hyra brodor pingon. ¢1175 Lamb. 
Hom. 97 He ifrefrad pa drorizan. ¢1z00 OrmiN 150 Forr 
patt he wollde himm frofrenn. c12z00 Trin. Coll, Hom. 119 
Bidde we nu pe holigost..pat he..freure us of alle sore3e. 
c1z05 Lay. 19545 Pat [ich] on pissen felde mote beon 
ifroured. cx12z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 465/104 Pouere Men 
pbare-with to freueri, ¢ 1315 SHOREHAM 7 Frevereth thorwe 











FROWARD. 


his body man. ¢x320 Cast, Loue 889 Of pulke [grace] pat 
alle [con] frouere. 

Hence + Fro‘vering w0/. sd. 
e1200 Tin. Coll. Hont. 117 Ich wile 3iu senden be heuen- 
liche frefringe wid-innen a lit daz3es. c1300 Harrow. Hell 
166 We hopeth wel thourh thy comyng Of oure sunnes 
haven froryng. 

Frow (frau), sd. Forms: 4, 6-8 frow(e, 6-8 
fro(e, (7 frau, phraw), 7-frow. [ad. Du. vrouw 
=Ger. frau lady, woman, wife. ] 

1. A Dutchwoman. 

1390 Will of M. Quellyngbourgh (Comm. Crt. Lond.), 
Margareta Quellyngbourgh Frowe. 1477 Paston Lett, 
No. 792 III. 181 The frowys of Broggys, with there hye 
cappes. 1605 Lond. Prodigal v.i, By this light a Dutch 
frow; they say they are called kind. 1617 MippLeton & 
Row Ley fair Quarrel i. ii. tr [To a Dutch nurse] Sweet 
fro, to your most indulgent care Take this my heart’s joy. 
¢168r Roxb, Ball. (1891) VII. 490 In Holland a Phraw 
he did wed, a couple he marri’d in Cailes. 1796 Campaigns 
1793-4 I. 1, il. 7 The skippers and frows flocked in crowds to 


the pier. 
2. A woman, a lady; a wife. Chiefly of Dutch 


or German women, or of others compared to them. 

1587 Harrison Zugland u. ix. (1877) 1. 189 Saxon princes 
began to ioine in matrimonie with the British ladies, as the 
British barons did with the Saxon frowes. 1639 GLAPTHORNE 
Wallenstein 1. ii, Vve known him..for all this heat ’Gainst 
woman-hood, pursue a sutlers froe. 1666 tr. Horace’s Odes 
vu, ii, The sun-burnt froe Of him that was chose Consul 
from the plough. 1708 E. Cook Sot-weed Factor (1865) 21 
We scarce had play’d a Round about, But that these Indian 
Froes fell out. 1831 Tretawny Adv. Younger Son 1, 168 
Old Saboo there keeps himself, and frow, and half a score 
of young ones. 

+38. Applied to the Mzenads or Bacchantes of 
classical paganism ; also ¢vamsf. 

1567 Turserv. Ovia’s Lp. 114 The frantike fro, Whome 
fell Erichtho hath in chase. 1589 Pasguil’s Ret. D, Some 
gadded vppe and downe the streetes, like Bacchus Froes. 
1606 Cuapman J7. D’Olive Plays 1873 I. 208 The Ladies of 
this land would teare him peece-meal (As did the drunken 
Froes, the Thratian Harper). 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. viii. 
117 The frantick British Froes, their hair disheuelled With 
fire-brands ran about. @1616 Beaum. & FL. Wit at Sev. 
Weapons v. i, They are now Buxsome as Bachus Froes— 
revelling, dancing. 

4. dial. (See quot.) 

1781 J. Hurron Zour to Caves Gloss, Hrow sb., an idle, 
dirty woman. c1795 [? Porson] Horace Odes 1. xxvii. in 
Spirit Publ. Fruls. (1799) 1. 142 And were your girl the 
dirtiest drab. .Out with it..What? is it she? the filthy frow. 

+ Frow, adv. Obs. rare—', [Cf ON. fra-r adj., 
quick.] Hastily. 

c1325 Larthi. in E. £. P. (1862) 150 Erb vp erp fallib fol 
frow [glossed festine], 

Frow: see Frou, Froucu. 

Froward (frauwo1d), a., adv., prep. Forms: 
a. 2-5 fraward, 3 Orv. frawarrd, 4-5 frawarde, 
-werd, frauward, 5-6 Sc. frawart, 6 frauwerde ; 
B. 2- froward, 4-5 frowerd, 4-6 frowarde. 
[Early ME. f. fra, FRo+-warp, Cf. Fromwarp.] 

A. adj. (Not now in colloquial use.) 

1. Disposed to go counter to what is demanded 
or what is reasonable; perverse, difficult to deal 
with, hard to please; refractory, ungovernable ; 
+also, in a wider sense, bad, evilly-disposed, 
‘naughty’. (The opposite of Zoward.) 

a1300 Cursor M. 7302 ‘ Parfai’, pan answard samuel, ‘Yee 
ar to fraward [7 7. frowarde] wit to dele’. 1340 HampoLe 
Pr. Consc. 5854 If man be til God frawarde. 1382 Wyc.ir 
Deut. xxi. 18 If a man gete a rebel sone, and a fraward. 
1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) IV. 319 To chaste froward 
men and sturne men. ¢ 1430 Lypc. JZin. Poems 141 How 
may this be that thou art froward To hooly chirche to pay 
thy dewtee. 14.. Why 1 can’t bea Nun 317 in £. £. P. 
(1862) 146 For sum bene devowte, holy, and towarde..And 
sum bene feble, lewde, and frowarde. 1548 Upatt, etc. 
Evrasm. Par. Matt. vi. 13 Ye shall be safe .. agaynste the 
frowarde temptour. 1577 B. Goocr Hevresbach’s Husb. w. 
(1586) 167 b, ‘The Cocke of this kinde, is a frowarde and 
mischievous Birde. 1585 Asp. SANDys Serv. ii. 28 Samuel, 
reiected,.by this froward & rebellious people. 1625 Bacon 
Ess., Innovations (Arb.) 527 A Froward Retention of Cus- 
tome, is as turbulent a Thing, as an Innouation. 1689-90 
TempLe Zss., Poetry Wks. 1731 I. 249 When all is done, 
Human Life is, at the greatest and the best, but like a 
froward Child, that must be play’d with and humour’d 
a little to keep it quiet till it falls asleep. 1703 Claven- 
don’s Hist. Reb. Il. Ded. 5 That this Remark may not 
look froward or angry. @1716 Biackatt Wks, (1723) I. 
45 Such froward and touchy People as these. 1775 JOHNSON 
14 Apr. in Boswell, A judge may become froward from age. 
1820 Hazuirt Lect. Dram. Lit. 270 In the infancy of taste, 
the froward pupils of art took nature to pieces, as spoiled 
children do a watch. 1848 Lyrton Harold v. vii, ‘Speak 
on’ said Hilda, calmly as a nurse to a froward child. 1855 
Macautay Hist. Eng. IV. xix. (1858) 291 Russell had always 
been froward, arrogant, and mutinous, 2 

absol. 1538 CovEeRDALE Ps. xvii[i]. 26 With the frowarde 
thou shalt be frowarde. 1661 BramHaLn Yust Vind. iii. 47 
They may remove the froward from their offices. 1842 J. H. 
Newman Lar. Serv. V1. 346 If you bear with the froward. 

2. Of things: +a. Adverse, unfavourable, un- 
toward; difficult to deal with, refractory. Of 
shape (cf. B. 2): Ill-formed, ugly (ods.), b. In 
later use only as fig. of sense 1 (said, e.g., of for- 
tune): Perverse, ill-humoured. 

1300 Cursor M. 8104 Bi-halden vs inogh has bou Vr fra- 
ward scapp alses pou hoy. 13.. Seuyn Sag. (W.) 2622 The 
weder was cold & froward. ¢1430 Lypc. Mix. Poems 103 
By froward chaunce my hood was gone. “tte 
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FROWARD. 


/Eneis i. ii. 149 Syryus, the frawart star. 1523 SKELTON 
Gari. Laurel 1450 This delycate dasy, With frowarde 
frostis, alas was all to-fret. 1541 R. CopLanp Gadlyen's 
Terap.2 D iij, Curacyon of frowarde and rebel viceres. 1576 
Fieminc Panofl. Epist, 120 To take his froward fortune 
and untoward luck with..patience. 1756 C. Lucas Lss. 
Waters 111. 213 It has been my froward fate to have too 
much. 1793 SMEATON Edystone L. § 270 During this month 
of froward weather. 1805 Worpsw. Prelude v. 348 The 
froward chaos of futurity. 1880 Miss Broucuton Sec. 7%. 
i. vii, The froward May month. 

+ 3. quasi-sb. A froward person or thing. Ods. 

@1529 SKELTON P. Sfarowe 779 Our language is so rusty, 
So cankered, and so full Of frowardes. 1581 J. Bri 
Haddon's Answ. Osor. 266b, Through the cankerd peevish- 
nes of wayward frowardes. 

+ B. adv. Obs. 

1. In a direction that leads away from the person 
or thing under consideration ; =F ROMWARD. 

O. E. Chron. an. 1127 Eall beet pa beon dragen toward swa 
frett ba drane & drazad fraward. 1426 AupELay Poencs 68 
3if thou to the cherche go, Toward, froward, or ellis cum 
fro. 1494 Fasyan Chron. v. cxxvii. 108 He myghte goo or 
ryde frowarde or sydewarde, but towarde the chapell myght 
he in no wyse atteygne. 1540-54 Croke Ps. (Percy Soc.) 34 
Thy face allwey thus wilt thou let Be turned froward? 1596 
Spenser F. Q. vi. x. 24 And eeke them selves so in their 
daunce they bore, That two of them still froward seem’d to 
bee, But one still towards shew’d her selfe afore. 

2. fig. Untowardly; perversely. /roward shapen 
=misshapen (cf. FROM-SHAPEN). 

@1300 Cursor M. 8076 Sagh man neuer for-wit bat hore, 
Sua fraward scapen creature. 1580 Lyty Zup/hies (Arb.) 


465 Thou knowest howe frowarde matters went, when thou 
tookest shippe. 
+ C. prep. (In a direction) away from; =FROM- 

WARD. Also in form frowards. Obs. (or arch.) 

¢1z00 ORMIN 4672 Pa turrnesst tu be frawarrd Godd, & 
towarrd eorplic ahhte. c 1250 Gen. § Lx. 3322 At euencam 
a fujel-flizt, fro-ward arabie to hem rizt. 1398 TREvISA 
Barth. De P. R, MU. viii. (1495) 36 The angels slake neuer.. 
nother tornyth theyr entent frowarde god. c1400 Melayne 
1314 The Sowdane. .sawe the Cristen in the felde Frowarde 
the Cite ride. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace v. 786 Frawart the 
south thaim thocht it best todraw. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 
x. xxx, And euer sire Tristram tracyd and trauercyd and 
wente froward hym here and there. 1513 Doucias neis 
I. i. 57 Scho thame fordrivis, and causis oft ga will Frawart 
Latium. /ézd. 1v. Prol. 130 Thy self or thame thou frawartis 
God remouis. @1850 Rossetti Dante & Circ. 1. (1874) 106 
He only is a pilgrim who goeth towards or frowards the 
House of St. James. 

b. with tmesis fro... ward. 

c1220 Bestiary 719 And wende we neure fro him-ward. 

+ Frow'ard, v. Ods. [f. prec. adj.] ¢vans. To 
make froward. 

1627-47 Fettuam Resolves 1. xxxvi. 119 Vexations when 
they daily billow upon the minde, they froward even the 
sweetest soul, and..turn it into spleen and testinesse. 


+ Frowardhede. Ovs. [-iede, -Huap.] = 
FROWARDNESS, 


¢1470 Harpine Chron. ccix. ix, The prynce of wrath and 
wilfull hede Agayne hym made debate and frowardhede. 

Frowardly (frowwoardli), adv. [f. FRowarp a. 
+-LY2.] In a froward manner; perversely; ad- 
versely. (Now chiefly avch. in Biblical phrases.) 

a 1300 Cursor M. 7317 (Gott.) ‘ Mi folk’, said godd, ‘ full 
frawarly [ 7rz. frowardly] bai seke and wirke full grett enuy. 
14.. Lypa. Secrees 1032 Avaryce and gadering frowardly. 
1435 Misyn five of Love 1. v. 11, & luf of be endeles lufar 
for fals luf frawardly pai haue lost. 1509 Hawes Past. 
Pleas. xiv. ii, Afrycus, Auster bloweth frowardly. 1526 
TInDALF 1 Cor. xiil. 4 Love doth not frowardly. 1588 A. 
Kine tr. Canisius’ Catech. 145 Quhilk glaidlie or frawartlie 
dois presume to speik agains the halie decrees of the fathers. 
1645 Mitton Tetyvach. Wks. (1847) 211 Finding the mis- 
believer not frowardly affected. 1688 S. Penton Guardians 
Instr. 71, I once dealt with him very Frowardly, and _ask’d 
him plainly, How [etc.]. 1845-6 Trencu Huds. Lect. Ser. 1. 
vii. 263 He deals frowardly in the land of uprightness. 

Frowardness (frdu-woidnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] Froward quality or condition ; perversity ; 
untowardness ; an instance of this. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 27617 O pride bicums vnbuxumnes, strif 
and strutt, and frawardnes. 21340 HampoLe Psalter liv. 22 
Dwelland in frawardnes of baire witt. c1440 Facob's Well 
(E. E. T. S.) 155 Frowardnes comyth fro pe herte, but be 
tunge schewyth it out thrugh ouer-thwerte woordys. ¢1555 
HarpsFiEtp Divorce Hen. VIII (Camden) 223 He did it not 
for any self-will or frowardness. 1576 Fireminc Panofd. 
Epist. 393 Vhe frowardnesse of my fortune. 1647 CLAREN- 
pon Hist. Reb. vt. § 2x The pride, frowardness, and 
perversness of the Rebels. 1712 BERKELEY Pass. Obed. § 42 
We should not. shew a frowardness or impatience of those 
transient sufferings. a@ 1716 Souru Ser. II. 78 How many 
Frowardnesses of ours does he smother, how many Indigni- 
ties does he pass by. 1775 Burke Sp. Conc. Amer. Wks. (1808) 
III. 62 It is nothing but a little sally of anger, like the fro- 
wardness of peevish children, who, when they cannot get all 
they would have, are resolved to take nothing. 1848 W. H. 
Ketty tr. L. Blanc's Hist. Ten Y. 1. 188 Giving way to one 
of his occasional fits of boyish frowardness, he dashed his 
sword on the floor. 


+ Fro‘wardship. Ods. [see -suipe.] =prec. 
14.. Burgh Laws c. 34 (Se. Stat. I.), Throuch frawart- 
schyp [contrarietate] of hym selff. 


Frowde, var. of Froup, Ods., frog or toad. 

Frower: see FRoE sé. 

Frowie, var. of Frouguy a. Ods. 

Frow'ish, 2.1 Ods. rave.—1 [? f. frow, Fro+ 
-IsH, after froward.] ? Unfavourably disposed, 
froward, 
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1589 Greene Tullies Love (1609) Db, Were you but as 
fauourable as you are frowish. 

+ Frow'ish, a.2 Obs. [f. frow, FRoUGH a. + 
-IsH.] Frowzy, stale-smelling, fetid. 

1608 Withals' Dict. 286 He that is rank or frowish in 
savour, hircosus. 1688 Bunyan Solomon's Temple xvii, 
Covetousness makes a minister smell frowish. : 

Frown (fraun), sd. [f. next; but cf. the equi- 
valent OF. frozgne.]} 

1. A wrinkled aspect of the brow; a look expres- 
sive of disapprobation or severity, occas. of deep 
thought or perplexity. Also, the habit of frowning. 

1605 SHAKs. Leart. iv. 209 You are too much of late i’ th’ 
frowne. 1625 in Ellis Orzg. Lett. Ser. 1. III. 206 With one 
frown, divers of us being at White Hall to see her..she 
drave us all out of the Chamber. 1710 STEELE & AppISoN 
Tatler No. 253 ? 8 May a Man knit his Forehead into 
a Frown. 1801 Soutury 7halaba 1. viii, His brow in manly 
frowns was knit. 1863 Miss Brappon Eleanor’s Vict. 111. 
i. 3 The lawyer..walked away from his wife with a frown 
upon his face. 1872 Darwin Emotions ix. 223 He encounters 
some obstacle in his train of reasoning .. and then a frown 
passes like a shadow over his brow. 

Jig. 1783 Mason Du Fresnoy’s Art Paint. 341 Beneath 
the frown of angry Heav’n..The guilty Empire sunk, 1808 
J. Bartow Columb. 11. 636 Ere darkness shroud you in 
a deeper frown. x 

2. A manifestation of disapprobation. 

1881 Mutcaster Positions v. (1887) 27 Dissuaded from the 
worse, by misliking and frowne. @1627 Sir J. BEAUMONT 
Ausonius xvi. 33 Peruerting crimes he checkes with angry 
frownes. 1721-2 Woprow Suffer. Ch. Scotd, (1838) I. 1. ii. § 2. 
112/t To this no answer was given, but frowns. 1722 DE For 
Relig. Courtsh. 1. iii. (1840) 104 The father’s frowns are a 
part of correction, 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. II. 205 He 
tried the effects of frowns and menaces. Frowns and menaces 
failed. 1868 E. Epwarps Ralergh I. ix. 140 Ralegh .. was 
still. .under the frown of his royal mistress. 

Hence Frow'nful a., full of frowns; Frow'n- 
less a., devoid of frowns; Frow'ny a., having a 
habit of frowning. 

1771 LANGHORNE Laurel § Reed 52 The murderer's 
burning cheek to hide, And on his frownful temples die. 
a@186r Sir F. Parcrave (Ogilvie), Her frowny mother’s 
ragged shoulder, 1890 Univ. Rev. 15 June 262 Planted with 
virtues, frownless gravity And sober elegance. 

Frown (fraun), v. Forms: 4-6 froun(e, (5 
frownyn), 6-7 frowne, 4- frown. [ME. /roune, 
ad. OF. froignier, frongnier (mod.F. only in the 
compound vefrogner), of obscure origin. ] 

1. zntr. To knit the brows, especially by way of 
expressing displeasure or (less frequently) con- 
centration of thought; to look sternly. Said also 
of the brow. ‘Also (varely), to sneer. 

c 1386 [see Frownine ff. a.] ¢1430 Lypc. Min. Poems 
17 Wiche ought of resone the devise to excuse To alle 
tho that wold ageyn it ffroune or musee. ¢ 1440 Prom. 
Parv. 181/1 Frownyn wythe the nose, zasto. ¢1477 CAXTON 
Yason 52 He frowned in this wise and bote on his lippe a 
grete while. 1574 irr. Mag., Sabrina xxix, When For- 
tune most doth smile: Then will she froune: she laughes 
but euen a while. 1602 Marston Azz. § Mel. 11. Wks. 
1856 I. 32 Fortunes browe hath frown’d, Even to the utmost 
wrinkle it can bend. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 106 He ended 
frowning, and his look denounc’d Desperate revenge. 1777 
Sueripan Sch, Scand. A Portrait, She frowns no goddess, 
and she moves no queen. 1858 Lyrron What will he 
do 11. xii, Had I been your father, I should have taken 
alarm, and frowned. 1872 Darwin Zyzoéions ix. 223 A man 
who joined us, and who could not conceive what we were 
doing, when asked to listen, frowned much, though not in 
an itl temper. 

b. Of inanimate things: To present a gloomy 
or threatening aspect. 

1642 Rocers Naaman 118 They saw the times to frowne 
and trouble to come. 1659 D. PELL. /pr. Sea 480 And 
will you not bee in the like fear, when the Heavens frown 
above you? 1764 Gotpsm, 7vav.85 And though the rocky- 
crested summits frown. 1794 Mrs. Ranpcurre Myst. 
Udolpho i, Aud sometimes frowned with forests of gloomy 
pine. 1839 YEOwELL Anc. Brit. Ch. i. (1847) 7 That wild 
architecture, whose gigantic stones .. are still to be seen 
frowning upon the plains of Stonehenge. 1854 J.S. C. 
Apsott Nafoleon (1855) Il. xv. 283 The cannon of the 
Prussians frowned along the rugged eminences of their left. 
1868 Mirman S¢. Pazl’s i.g A rude Saxon temple may have 
frowned down from the height above the Thames. 

2. To express disapprobation or unfriendliness 
by a stern look. Const. at, o7, ufon. Also in 
indirect passive. 

1576 Freminc Panopl. Epist. 395 You are not the first 
upon whom fortune hath frowned. 1590 Suaxs. J7zd's. NV. 
1. i. 194, 1 frowne ypon him, yet he loues me still. 1648 
Gace West Ind. iv. 13 Much were wee frowned at by the 
Dominicans our chiefest friends. 1709 Appison Zatler 
No. 24 P 11 Frontlet not only looks serious, but frowns at 
him. 1794 Mrs. Rapcuirre J/yst, Udolpho xix, Montoni 
frowned upon him. a@1859 Macautay Hist. Eng. V. 152 
That they should be. .frowned upon at Kensington for not 
going farther, 

b. attributed to inanimate objects. 

r6rr SuHaxs. Wint, T. 1. iii. 6 The heauens with that we 
haue in hand, are angry, And frowne vpon ’s. 1816 
Keatince 7vav. (1817) II. 32 Robat and Sallee seem to 
frown at each other across this fine river. 

3. quasi-trans. a. To drive or force with a frown 
away, back, down, off; also from, tnto (something). 

1678 Drypen AZ for Love u.i, Ventidius fix’d his Eyes 
upon my Passage Severely, as he meant to frown me back, 
1712 BLackmoreE Creation 315 Despairing wretch, he'll frown 
thee from his throne, 1741 Warrs Liprov. Mind 1. iii. § 2 
Nor should such an enquiring temper be frowned into silence. 
cx1800 K, Wuite Let/, (1837) 274 The fear of singularity 








FROWZE. 


frowns me into the concealment of it. 1805 Byron Zo Dorset 
vy, Peace, that reflection never frown’d away. 1806 Wep- 
STER in Scudder Li vi. (1882) 231, I will be neither frowned 
nor ridiculed into error. 1831 Lyrron Godo/fh. 66 You would 
not frown a great person like Lady Delville into affection 
for us. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge ii, And the cold black 
country seemed to frown him off. 1870 Batpw. Brown Lecé. 
Truth 261 A new order of society in which. .judges [should] 
no more frown down the poor. 
b. To enforce, express, produce, etc. by a frown. 
1775 SHERIDAN Rivals Epil., She smiles preferment, or 
she frowns disgrace. 1798 W. Tayior in Monthly Kev. 
XXV. 518 Among us, however, the present statue of the 
prophet would seem to frown restraint on levity and mirth. 
1871 L. Sternen Playgr. Eur. iii. (1894) 72 In 1861 the 
Schreckhorn..still frowned defiance upon all comers. 
Hence + Frowned Z/. a., covered with a frown ; 
made to look frowning. Also Frow’ner, one who 


frowns. 

1598 F orto, /varcato, a frowned or scouled countenance. 
1630 Bratuwair Lng. Gentlent. (1641) 138 Such. . friends or 
acquaintance as are neither.. Fawners nor Frowners. @ 1763 
Byrom Christ aneong Doctors 10 That meek old Priest, 
with placid Face of Joy, That Pharisaic Frowner at the 
Boy. 1872 Darwin Zmotions ix. 223 Some persons are such 
habitual frowners that the mere effort of speaking almost 
always causes their brows tocontract. 1892 /d/er June 590 
A handful of frowners against thirty million laughers ! 

Frownce, obs. form of FROUNCE. 

Frowning (frau'nin), v6/.5b.  [f. Frown v. + 
-InG!.] The action of the vb. FRown; an instance 


of the same. 

c1400 Rom. Rose 4062 With that the cherl his clubbe gan 
shake, Frouning his eyen gan to make, And hidous chere. 
e440 Pronp. Parv. 3181/1 Frownynge. 1548 Upat 
Evrasm. Par. Luke iii. 9 E vj, For bittur frounyng, godly ioye 
and lightenesse of herte. 1592 WyrLEy Avmorte 145 With 
frownings dume, downe are his smilingscast. 1616 J. LANE 
Cont. Sgr’s T. x. 478 Turnes him fro, and nought but 
frowninges gave. 1713 Swirt Frenzy of F. Dennis Wks. 
1755 III. 1. 146 He read a page or two with much frowning. 
182x Ciare Vill. Minstr. 1. 16 How pinch’d with winter's 
frownings he has been. 1872 Darwin Emotions ix. 224 
We may conclude that frowning is not the expression of 
simple reflection .. but of something difficult or displeasing 
encountered, : 

Frowning (frau'nin), 4/7. a. [f. Frown v. + 
-ING2,] Thatfrowns; gloomy; stern; disapprov- 
ing, threatening. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Clerk's T. 300 And eke whan I say ya, ye 
say not nay, Neither by word ne frouning countenance: 
Swere this, and here I swere our alliance. c1430 Lyne. 
Min. Poems 245 Now frownyng cheer, now fressh of 
visage. 1567 Turserv. Jo a Gentlewoman from whome 
he tooke a Ring + What needes this frowning face? 1659 
D. Pett Jmpr. Sea 377 A frowning, raging, and rowling 
storm. 1736 Neat Ais¢t. Purit. III. 520 The General 
Assembly .. sent at the same time two frowning letters. 
1822 B. CornwaLtL Poems, Modena, And o’er her many a 
frowning fold Of crimson shades her closed eyes. 1847 
A. M. Gituam Trav. Mexico 20 The frowning guns of the 
Castle. 1862 H.Marrvar Vear in Sweden 11. 402 A deep 
ravine of frowning rocks. . ‘ i 

b. attrib. in +frowning cloth, an imaginary 
frontlet supposed to be worn by a person when 


displeased. 

1580 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 285 The gallery, where shee 
was solitaryly walking, with her frowning cloth, as sick 
lately of the solens. . 

Frowningly (frauniyli), adv. [f. Frownine 
ppl. a.+-LY*%.|] In a frowning manner. 

1586 J. Heywoop Spider & F. lxxvi. 22 Such flies as erst 
had frowninglie faste him: Louinglie they then, on him did 
smothlie smile. 1617 Hirron Ws. (1619-20) II, 270 With 
the eye of his soule he saw the Lord looke frowningly vpon 
him. 1797 Mrs. Ravctuirre /¢alian xxvi, * You shall know 
me hereafter’, said the stranger, frowningly. 1870 Miss 
Bripcman Ro. Lynne II. ii. 2t Four rows of dark houses 
that frowningly faced one another. 

Frownt, obs. form of Front, 


Frowst, froust (fraust), v. ?dal, [Of un- 
known origin ; cf. Harrow school slang fvoust sb., 
“extra sleep allowed in the morning of Sundays 
and whole holidays’ (Barrére and Leland).] dtr. 
To rest lazily, lounge. 

1884 Standard 5 May 4/4 A generation that frousts over 
the fire. 1889 B. Wuirsy Awakening M, Fenwick I, 182, 
I hate..frowsting over a fire. 

Frowsty (frausti), 2. dial. [of obscure origin; 
cf. OF. frouste ruinous, decayed; also FRoucHY, 
FrowisH, Frowzy.] Fusty; having an unpleasant 
smell. (In Berks., Oxf, Leic., and Glouc. glos- 
saries.) 

1865 Athenxum No. 1960. 678/r Use it on his frowsty 
head. 1881 E. J. Worsoise Sissée xvii, When it is not only 


humble, but /rowsty .. you are apt to wish you were any- 
where else than at home ! 

Frowy : see FrRouGcHY a. 

+ Frowze, sd. Ols. Also (?6 frowes), 6-7 
frowse, 7-8 fruz, 8 frouze. [Of uncertain origin ; 
possibly an alteration of Frouncz, with assimi- 
lation to Friz, Fuzz.] ?A wig of frizzed hair 
worn by women. Also /rowze-, fruz-tower. 

1563 Foxe A.¢ WM. 919/2 Her two gentlewomen .. helped 
her of therwith [her gowne] and also with her frowes paste 
and neckerchefe. . 1670 Lavy M. Bertizin 12th Rep. Hist. 
MSS. Comm. App. v. 2t Some wareall small ribban, others 
brode ribbans .. and all frowzes of their owen haire. 1676 
Eruerece Man of Mode 1, i. Wks. (1888) 245 This fine 
woman, I’ll lay my life .. has adorned her baldness with 
a large white fruz, 1687 Concreve Old Bach. ww. yiil, The 


FROWZE. 


mother [bought] a great fruz-tower and a fat amber-neck- 
lace. 1710 Brit. Apollo Il. No. 101. 3/2 This filthy Fruz 
I ne’er shall brook. 1724 [see BuLL-rour]. 

Frowze, v. Oés. exc. dial. In 7 frouze. Also 
Fruz v. [related to prec. sb.] ¢vans. To curl, 
frizz, ruffle, rumple. 

161r Frorio, Jucrespare, to crispe, to curle, to frouze. 
Also to wrimple. 1881 /sle of Wight Gloss., Frowze, to 
rumple, 

Frowzy (frau‘zi), a. Also 7-9 frouzy, 8-9 
frowsy,(9 frousy). [Perh. cognate with Frowsrty, 
or with some of the other words there referred to. 
Cf. also Frowzx sd.] 

1. Il-smelling, fusty, musty; having a ‘close’ 
unpleasant smell from being dirty, unwashed, ill- 
ventilated, or the like. 

1681 Otway Soldier's Fort. w. i, An overgrown Deputy of 
the Ward, tho a frouzy Fellmonger. @1700 Drypen quoted 
in Faction Displ. (1704)15 With Frowzy Pores, that taint the 
ambient Air. 1773 Franxwin Lett. Wks. 1840 VI. 400 It is the 
frouzy corrupt air from animal substances. @1802 SrruTr 
Bumpkin's Disaster (1808) 19 Is pinching frowzy wenches in 
their bed Fit sport for spirits? 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xvi, 
By the steams of moist acts of Parliament and frowsy 
petitions. 1857 HuGures Tow Brown 1. ix, In his weeks 
my study was so frowsy I couldn’t sit in it. 1871 L, 
SterHen Playgr. Eur. iv. 1. 252 Another Greek conyent, 
said to be frowzier, if possible, than that of Csalho. 

2, Having a dirty, untidy, soiled, neglected ap- 
pearance (like e.g. unkempt hair); dingy, rusty, 
slatternly, unkempt. Of the complexion: Red 
and coarse, blowzy. 

31710 Apparition 7 A frowzy high-crown’d Hat his face 
did hide. 1716 Swirr Progr. Beauty Wks. 1755 III. 11. 163 
A frowzy dirty-colour’d red Sits on her cloudy wrinkled 
face. 1752 J. Spence [Sir H. Beaumont] C7zto 53 His 
Woman of a..sun-burnt frowsy Complexion. 1807 CRABBE 
Par. Reg. 1. 214 See! on the floor, what frowzy patches 
rest! 1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 530 The frowzy hostess 
would complain. 1840 Dickens O/d C. Shop iii, Hair .. 
hanging in a frowzy fringe about his forehead. 1848 — 
Dombey vi, There were frowzy fields, and cowhouses .. at 
the very door of the Railway. 1857 W. Cortins Dead 
Secret u. ii, [He] produced from the pocket..three frowsy 
acidulated drops. 1882 Chamb. Frul. go A pony would be 
shoving its frowzy brow against its master’s shoulder. 1895 
Gloss, E. Anglia, Frouzy, blouzy, with disordered and un- 
combed hair. 


Jig. 1821 Byron Yuan m1. xciv, A drowzy frowzy poem, - 


call'd the ‘Excursion’, Writ in a manner which 18 my 
aversion. 1859 Lane Wand. India 245 Even the frowsy 
military board—composed of several very old and feeble 
Company’s officers of the last century—was frightened into 
something like activity. 

3. Comb., as frowzy-headed adj. 

1860 Hotianp Miss Gilbert iv. 53 Frowzy-headed men 
passed him in the yard. 1875 Howes oregone Concl. 60 
A frowsy-headed woman. 

Hence Fro'wziness. 

1714 Manvevitte Fad, Bees 1. (1733) 41 The Frowsiness 
of the Place, and the ill Scents of different kinds, area per- 
petual Nuisance. 1835 Becxrorp Recol/, 106 That species 
of high conventual frowziness which monastic habits and 
garments are not a little apt to engender. 1881 Daily 
News 7 Dec. 5/3 They regard .. the frowziness of our [rail- 
way-carriage] accommodation withcontempt. 1893 Temple 
Bar Mag. XCIX. 197 He loves to have his room reeking 
with heat and frowsiness. 

Froynt, obs. Sc. form of Front. 

Froyter, var. of Frater, Obs. 

Frozen (frdu'z’n), /.a. Forms: see the verb. 
[pa. pple. of Frenze v.] 

1. Congealed by extreme cold; subjected or ex- 
posed to extreme cold. 

@1340 HampoLe Psalter cxxv. 5 Pe south blawand frosyn 
strandis lesis & rennys. @x400-s0 Alexander 3¢63 Sir 
Dary..fande it [the burne] frosyn hym byfore. 1555 EDEN 
Decades Contents, The nauigation by the frosen sea. 1667 
Mirton P. Z. 11. 587 Beyond this flood a frozen Continent 
Lies dark and wilde. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P.3 
Warmth adds Spirits to our frozen Limbs. 1833 N. ArNorT 
Physics (ed, 5) 11. 1, 90 A piece of frozen mercury .. thrown 
into a little water at 32°. 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. Comm. 
224 In Canada .. frozen meat is a common article of com- 
merce, 1893 7%zes (weekly ed.) 2 Feb. 89/3 Allowance 
must be made in the North-West [of Canada] for a propor- 
tion of frozen wheat, 

b. fig. and of immaterial things. Of facts, 
truth ( U.S.) =Harp, Sorip. 


1876 FLeminc Panofl. Epist. 367 Is that olde acquaint- 
ance..frozen..in you? 1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. vi. (1851) 125 
But farre worse then any frozen captivity is the bondage of 
Prelates. 1697 Drypen Virg. Past. vu. 99 Verse fires the 
frozen Veins. 1760 1, Hurcuinson /V/ist. Mass. 146 ‘They 
hoped to see. .christian charity, then frozen, wax warm. 1814 
Byron Corsair 1. xv, The tender blue of that large loving 
eye Grew frozen with its gaze on vacancy. 1858 HawrHorNE 
Fr. & It. Frnis, 11. 62 This frozen sisterhood of the allegoric 
family. 1867 M. ArNoLp Sovz., West London, The rich she 
had let pass with frozen stare. 1884 Bostor (Mass.) Herald 
25 Sept., ‘ Frozen Facts’ is a purely American expression. 
pea 22 Oct, 2/2 We were simply stating the frozen 
truth. 

2. Frozen-out: cut off or excluded by frost. 
Frozen-up : closed or stopped by frost. 

1885 G. ALLEN Bady/on iii, On the stray chance of catch- 
ing a frozen-out racoon. 1890 Dazly News 31x Dec. 3/2 
‘ All-froze-out poor working men who’ye got no work to 
do-o-o’..The carrying of water to frozen-up householders 
has become almost a.. recognised industry. In many of 
the suburbs there has been..a mellifluous sing-song telling 
of frozen-up pipes. 1893 /did. 23 Feb. 7/4 ‘The frozen-up 
German seed is still delayed. 
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3. Comb., as frozen-hearted adj. 

1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 26 They are not men, but 
cold statues, and such as the frozen hearted Venetians. _ 

Hence Fro‘zenly adv., in a frozen manner; with 
acold look oraction; (U/..S.) stubbornly; Fro-zen- 
ness, frozen condition. 

1653 GaupEN Hzeraspistes 486 For however people have 
now and then a warm fit of giving..they soon returne to 
that frozenness, which is hardly dissolved by any mans 
warmest breathings. 1725 BrapLEy fam. Dict.s.v. Tower- 
ing, The Signs of which are, they look frozenly on their 
Sides, 185r D. Jerrotp St. Giles xv. 151 He .. looked 
frozenly at the prisoner, rebuking him [etc.]. 1864 LowELL 
Fireside Trav. 150, 1..began to hack frozenly at a log. 


+Erub, v. Obs. rave. [Short f. Frupsisu, perh. 


influenced by Rus.] ¢vans. To furbish or polish. 

1611 Frorio, Amzolare, to frub or furbish. 1656 W. D. 
tr. Comenius’ Gate Lat. Unt. § 415. 119 The Frubber or 
Furbisher frubbeth or furbisheth, 

+ Frubber. Obs. [f.prec. + -pR!. Cf, FuRBER.] 
A furbisher, burnisher, or polisher. 

1612 Cuarman Widowes T. Plays 1873 III. 73 [To a maid- 
servant] Well said frubber, was there no Souldier here lately? 
1659 TorriANo, /ruzgatozo, also a burnisher or a frubber. 


+Frubbish, v. Ods. Also frobish. [var. of 
FursisH.] ¢vazs. To furbish or polish by rubbing. 

1570 Levins Manip. 144/20 To Frubbish, /Ficando polire. 
1601 Hotranp Pizxy II. 466 When it is well scoured and 
clensed with sand, and knowne by the brightnesse and 
lustre thereof that it hath bin sufficiently frobished and 
purified. @1625 FLetcHer Cust. Country ut. iii, Pl make 
you young again, beleeve that Lady, I will so frubbish you. 

Hence + Fru‘bbisher, a furbisher. 

15826 SKELTON Maguy/. 1074 The frubyssher hath my sword. 

Fruct(e, obs. var. of Fruir sd, and 2, 

Fructed (frakted), a Aer. [f. L. friict-us 
fruit +-ED2.] Of a tree or plant: Having fruit (of 
a specified tincture). 

1610 Guitiim Heraldry i, vii. (1611) 105 He beareth 
argent a pine apple tree Fructed proper. 1688 R. HoLtmEe 
Armoury u. 5/t A Garland of Vine leaves fructed (that is 
with Bunches of Grapes) about his Temples. 1708 [see 
ERADICATED b.] 1828-40 Berry ELzcycl. Her., A pear tree 
erased, fructed ppr. that is, with its fruit in the natural 
colour. 1868 Cussans Her. (1893) 103 An Oak-tree is fructed 
of its Acorns; and a Pine, of its Cones. 

+Fru:cterist. Ods. rare. (See FRUCTSTER.) 


Fructescence (frvkteséns). [ad. mod.L. 
Sructescentia, f. fructescent-ene; see FRUCTESCENT 
and -ENCE.] (See quot.) 

1793 Martyn Lang. Bot., Fructescentia..¥ructescence, or 
the fruiting season, is the time when vegetables scatter 
their ripe seeds. 1848 in Craic. 

Fructescent (frzktesént), a. [ad. mod.L. 
Sructescent-em, pr. pple. of fructescére to produce 
fruit, f. L. fractus fruit.] Beginning to bear fruit. 

1862 F. Hart Hindu Philos. Syst. 30 Works are of three 


descriptions, technically designated as accumulated, current, 
and fructescent. a 

Fructicist (fr-ktisist). Also Frucrisr. [f. 
L. friict-us FRUIT + -I10 + -18T.] One who classifies 
plants by their fruit. 

1837 WuHEWELL Hist. Induct. Sc. (1857) I1I.253 Linnzus 
.. began by being a fructicist. 1886 THomrson in Encycd, 
Brit. XX. 301/1 He [Ray] was no longer a fructicist but 
a corollist. | 

[Fructiculose, spurious word in mod. Dic- 
tionaries; see FRUTICULOSE.] 

|| Fructidor (frvktzdor). [Fr.; f. L. /viict-as 
fruit + Gr. d@pov gift.] The twelfth month of the 
French revolutionary calendar (from Aug. 18 to 
Sept. 16); the revolution which took place in that 
monthin1797. Hence Fructidorian, a., belong- 
ing to the party that came into power in Fructidor. 

1793-97 Spirit Publ. Frnls. (x799) 35 note, The explosion 
of the 18th Fructidor. 1884 J. R. SEeLey in Zucycl. Brit. 
XVII. 199 The catastrophe came on x8th Fructidor (Septem- 
ber 4, 1797)-.Such was Fructidor, which may be considered 
as the third of the revolutions which compose the.. French 
Revolution..The circle of Madame de Staél was strongly 
Fructidorian. 

Fructiferous (frvkti-féros), a. [f. L. fractifer 
(f. fractus fruit + -fer bearing) + -ous.] Bearing 
or producing fruit ; fertilizing, 

1632 Lirucow Zrav. 11. 85 All other fructiferous trees. 
1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 217 Inundations which 
fertilize all Egypt, and serve instead of fructiferous rains. 
1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusent. 61 The finely divided, 
loamy or fructiferous part of the soil. 1857 H. Mitier 
Test. Rocks xi. 433 None of its branches yet found bear the 
fructiferous stalk or spike. 

Hence Fructi‘ferously adv. 

1626 A. SpeeD Adam out of E. xvi. (1659) 134 You may 
sometimes cast the water that drayneth from the Muck, 
upon the muck heaps again, which will..desend to the 
former receptacle more fructiferously. _ 1635 Hrywoop 
Hierarch. 1. Comm, 98 Neither more fructiferously can 
any thing be found than the holy Trinitie. 

+Fru‘ctifi:able,z. Os. rare—'. [f. FRucriry 
+-ABLE.] Capable of bearing fruit. 

1623 T. Apams Barren Tree 37 The Fig-tree does not beare 
so soone as it is planted.. but now it is growne fructifiable. 

Fructification (fru:ktifikzi-fon). [ad. L. fric- 
Ser f. fricteficare to FRuctTIFyY.] 

. The action or process of fructifying or pro- 
ducing fruit (now rare exc. Got.). Also fecunda- 
tion, fertilization (? ods.), 











FRUCTIFY. 


1615 Jackson Creed iv. m1. vi. § 3 When the first seeds of 
that faith, which .. by fructification. . becomes salvifical, are 
first sown inour hearts. 1632 Marmion Hodland’s Leaguer 
1v. i, Wholly given To the deeds of fructification. 1635 
Swan SZec. J. vi. § 4 (1643) 236 The sprouting, springing,and 
fructification of the earth. 1650 Sir T. BRowNE Pseud. Ep. 
ul, xxi. (1658) 198 As may be discovered from several Insects 
generated in rain water, from the prevalent fructification of 
plants thereby. @1665 J. Goopwin Filled w. the Spirit 
(1867) 483 They may indeed be sowed too thick with seed of 
another nature, which may hinder the fructification thereof. 
1759 tr. Duhamel’s Husb, 1. xv. 91 Vhe organs of fructifica- 
tion, 1822-34 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) 1V. 10 The plants 
of the feeblest structure die, as soon as fructification has 
taken place. 1846 J. Baxter Li2by. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) II. 
73 At the time of fructification, watch the plants daily. 

jig. 1604 T. Wricut Passions v. § 4. 253 Giving is a free 
translation of the right or title, of dominion. . or fructification 
of anything to any man. 1721 R. Kertu tr. 7. a Kempis 
Solil. Soul xvi. 229 Temptation is wont to be very helpful 

.. to the Fructification of Virtues, 1892 Padl Mall G. 13 
Sept. 3/3 As regards the fructification of their estate, there 
is all the difference in the world between the value of arable 
as distinguished from mere grazing land, 

2. concr. in Bot. a. The fruit of a plant; b. 
collect. the organs of fruiting or reproduction, esf. 
the reproductive parts of ferns and mosses. 

1764 GRAINGER Sugar Cane 1. note 6 That part of the 
Cane which shoots up into the fructification, is called by 
planters its Arrow. 1767 P. Cotuinson in Darlington’s 
Mem. (1849) 292 The Wild Lime is a singular plant. Dr. 
Solander wishes for its fructifications. 1791 E, Darwin 
Bot. Gard. u. Pref., The families or Genera are charac- 
terized by the analogy of all the parts of the flower or 
fructification. 1864 T. Moore Brit, Ferns 11 Collectively, 
these cases and their contents are called the fructification. 
1877 F. Heatu Fern W. 294 Nearly the whole under side 
of the frond is covered with the fructification. 1882 VINES 
Sachs’ Bot. 95 This is usually the case..with many Lichens 
and the fructifications of Fungi. 

Fructificative (froktifiketiv), a. [f L. 
Jrictificare: see Fructiry and -arive.] Capable 
of fructifying ; produced by fructification. 

1887 tr. De Bary’s Fungi iv. 125 Where fructificative 
and purely propagative generations of bions proceed alter- 
nately from one another, 

ructiform (frvktifpim), a. [f. L. /rict-us 
fruit +-(1)FoRM.] Having the form of a fruit. 

1816 Sir J. Sinciair in Monthly Mag. XLII. 298 The 
fructiform productions which were found upon the same 
stalks often remained fixed together, 

Fructify (fro’ktifoi), v. Also 6 frutyfye. [a. 
F. fructifier, ad. L. friuctificare, £. frictus fruit : 
see -FY.]} 

1. znxtr. To bear fruit, become fruitful. 

21328 Prose Psalter li{i]. 8 Icham in Godes hous as oliue 
fructifiand. 1340 Ayend. 234 Pet zed. .fructefide of one half 
to be pritta3te, of oper half to zixtia3te, c1400 MaunpeEv. 
(1839) v. 50 Elles it [the Bawm] would not fructify. c 1450 
Mirour Saluacioun 1065 Aarons 3erde fructified without 
plantacionne. 1538 Bate Thre Lawes 141 Hys wyfe shall 
encreace, hys land shall frutyfye. 1561 Daus tr. Budlinger 
on Apoc.(1573) 304 The tree of lyfe. .doeth fructifie, or bring 
forth fruite twelue tymes in the yeare. 1665 BoyLE Occas. 
Ref. tv. xv. (1845) 260 Those Soils wherein they will after- 
wards Flourish and Fructifie. 1709 Brit. Apollo 11. No. 7. 
2/2 Saffron..needs no adventitious moisture to make it 
Fructify. 1794 G. Avams Wat. § Exp. Philos. II. xxvi. 
84 Causing it [the perfect animal] to fructify and renew the 
species. 1874 Cooke /ungi 13 Species of lichens which in 
many countries do not fructify. 

Jig. ¢1393 Cuaucer Scogaz 48 Thenke on Tullius kinde- 
nesse, Minne thy frend, ther it may fructifye! c1422 
HoccLeve Learn to Die 17 Y shal teche thee Thyng pat 
shal to thy soule fructifie. 1483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 422 b/1 
So moche grewe and fructefyed the chylde in resplendour 
or lyghte of alle good vertues. 1gs02 Ord. Crysten Men 
(W. de W. 1506) 1. iii. 24 And desyreth not to fructefye 
neyther to encrease with the goodes of the erthe, 1699 
Dampier Voy. II. 1.96 It seems very improbable that Chris- 
tianity should fructify there. 1847 C. G. Appison Contracts 
I. ili. § 1 (1883) 591 This description of pledge .. was con- 
stantly fructifying and paying offthedebt. 1875 HAMERTON 
Intell, Life x1. iv. 420 Each has caused to fructify the talent 
which the Master gave. 

2. trans. To make fruitful, cause to bear fruit ; 


to fecundate, impregnate. 

1583 Stuppes Anat. Adus. 1. (1882) 66 To fructifie and 
increase the earth. 1611 Beaum. & Fi. King § No Ku. 
i, Let a man.. fructify foreign countries with his blood. 
¢1630 Rispon Szrv. Devon (1810) 4 The red marle hath 
this property to fructify the barrenest ground. a@171r KEN 
Christophil Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 441 To fructify the Seed he 
sow’d, 1822-34 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) I. 654 On the 
mucous surface of which .. it [exhalation of yellow fever] .. 
fructifies a like harvest of contagious matter, 1865 W. Kay 
Crisis Hupfeldiana 6 Many a plant has been fructified by 
means of pollen. .brought to it unwittingly by an insect. 

Jig. 1768-74 Tucker Lt. Nat, (1852) I. 204 It fructifies 
our knowledge by making it practical. 1769 Burke Late 
St. Nat. Wks. 1842 I. 85 Floods of treasure would .. have 
fructified an exhausted exchequer. 1860 SmiLes Sed/-Help 
xi. 282 The facility with which young people are made to 
acquire knowledge. . fills, but does not fructify the mind. 

Hence Fru‘ctified A//. a., in senses of the vb.; 
also + Her.=FRucTED; Fru‘ctifying v0/. sd., the 
action of the vb.; Fru-ctifying #//. a. Also 
Fru‘ctifier, one who or that which fructifies. 

¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 1. pr. i. 3 (Camb. MS.) Affeccyons 
whiche pat ne ben nothing fructefiynge nor profytable. 
1532 Fructyfyed [see Frucrive]. 1594 Prat Yewell-ho. 1. 
3 The vegetatiue & fructifying Salt of Nature. 1638 
Wirxins New World 1, (1684) 128 It is not necessary there 
should be the same means of Growth and Fructifying in 
both these Worlds. 1649 Hammonp Servm. Chr. Oblig. 


FRUCTIPAROUS. 


Peace 10 The growths and fructifyings of his Graces. 1681 
T. Jorpan London's Foy 5 An Almond-tree Leav'd, Blos- 
som’d, and Fructified. 1708 Mottreux Raédelais v. Prol. 
(1737) p- lvii, These merry and fructifying .. Books. 1816 
Scorr_Old Mort. viii, An able and fructifying preacher. 
18z5 CoLeripGE Aids Refi. (1848) I. 261 A fructifying of the 
corrupt seed, of which deathis the germination. 1835 /vaser’s 
Mag. XII. 39 Think you .. that one of our great financiers 
I mean the Thomsonian fructifier .. would be scared from 
his presidency by apprehension of a general bankruptcy ? 
1879 B, Tayior Stud. Germ. Lit. 263 His ideas still retain 
their fructifying character. 

Fructiparous (frvkti‘paras), a. [f. L. friict-us 
fruit + par-ére to produce + -ous.] (See quot.) 

1866 in Treas. Bot. 1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fructiparous, 
producing fruit in excess of the normal quantity. 

Fructist (frvktist). [ad. mod.L. fructist-a, f. 
L. friictus fruit: see -I8T.] (See quot.) 

1775 Asu, Fructist, a botanist who endeavours to distin- 
guish the several kinds of plants by the fruit or seeds which 
they produce. | 4 

+ Fructive, a. Ods. rare. [irreg. f. L. 
Srict-us fruit+-IvE.] Fruitful. 

14.. Lyp. Commend. Our Lady 38 Fructif [1532 Thynne's 
Chaucer, Fructyfyed] olyue, of foyles faire and thikke, And 
redolent cedre. ) : 

Fructivorous (frvkti-vores), a. [as if f. L. 
*friictivor-us (f. friict-us fruit + -vorus devouring) 

+-ous.] Eating or feeding on fruit. 

1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 310/1 Fructivorous Birds 
such as feed upon Fruit. 1845 Zoologist III. 912 Fruc- 
tivorous animals will sometimes feed on flesh. ; 

Fructose (fra*ktdus). Chem. [f. L. fruct-us fruit 
+-0SE.] ‘Fruit sugar or levulose. Also applied 
to the sugar found in fruit, which consists of vari- 
able proportions of lzvulose and dextrose’ (Syd. 
Soc. Lex. 1885). 

1864in WEBSTER. 1893 P. F. FRANKLAND Secy. Friends § 
Foes 104 One of the principal artificial sugars prepared by 
Fischer is called fructose. 1894 Goutp ///ustr. Dict. Med., 
Fructose, Cg Hi2 O¢ Fruit-sugar, formerly called levulose. 

+ Fru-etster. Obs. rare—1. [Cf. FRUITESTER. ] 

1688 R. Homme Armoury u. 86/1 Fructster a Fruit-seller ; 
of some Fructerist or Fruterer. 

+ Fru'ctuage. Sc. Ods. [f. L. frictu-s Fruit 
+-AGE. Cf. FrurracE.] Fruits collectively, fruit. 

1637-50 Row Hist. Kirk (1842) 141 Their Moondayes 
mercatt, occasioning necessarlie the carieing of loads on the 
Lord’s day; Item, Selling of flours and fructuages that day. 

+ Fru‘ctual, ec. Obs. vare. [f. as prec. + -Au.] 
Fruitful. 

1528 Lynpesay Dveam 818 The haboundance of fyschis in 
our seis, And fructuall montanis for our bestiall. 1629 T. 
Apams Serm. Wks. I. 274 It is fructuall: let it be so to vs 
in operation. It giues vs the fruite of life, let vs returne it 
the fruits of obedience. : 

Fructuary (frvktivari), a. and sd. [ad. L. 
Sriuctuari-us, f. friictus FRUIT: see -ARY. ] 

A. adj. in Roman Law. Of or belonging to usu- 
fruct ; usufructuary. Only in fructuary stipulation. 

1875 Poste Gaius tv. § 166 Provided that he gives his 
opponent security by the fructuary stipulation. 

+B. 5b. Obs. 

1. One who enjoys the ‘fruits’ or profits (of some- 
thing) ; a usufructuary. 

1643 Prynne Sov. Power Parl. App. 168 A fructuary can 
dispose or give the profits at his pleasure. 1687 Dr. SmitH 
in Maga. Coll. §& Fas. [I (O. H. S.) 162 Of which we are but 
the fructuaries. & 

2. Something enjoyed by usufruct. rave}. 

1651 W. G. tr. Cowel’s Just. 63 In fructuaries and in those 
things whereof we have the use but not the property. 

+Fru'ctuate, v. Ols1 [f. L. frictu-s Fru 
+-ATE3.] zutr. To bear fruit ; to fructify. 

1663 Flagellum, or O. Cromwell (ed. 2) 5 Those ill quali- 
ties which fructuated in him [Cromwell] at this age. 

Hence Fru'ctuated ff/.a. Her.=Frucrepv. Also 
Fructua‘tion, the action of bearing fruit ; + concr. 
a crop of fruit (in quot. fig.). 

1782 T. Pownatt Antiguity 60 Knowing .. with what 
superabundant population the first fructuation of an advanc- 
ing society is loaded. 1809 J. Home in Naval Chron. 
XXIV. 193 An oak tree vert. .fructuated or. 1885 Syd. Soc. 
Lex., Kructuation, the development or production of fruit. 

Fructule (frktivl). [a. F. fructule, f. L. 
Jriictus +-ULE.| (See quot.) 

1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fructule, one of the parts or simple 
fruits of which a compound fruit is made up. 

+ Fructuose,a. Os. Alsosfrut-. [ad.L. fritc- 
tuds-us : see FRUCTUOUS and -osE.] =F RuCcTUOUS. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 181/2 Frutuose or full of frute.. 
JSructuosus. c 1480 tr. De Imitatione 1. xv. (1893) 17 What 
euer be doon of charite..is fructuose. 1524 St. Pafers 
Hen. VITT, V1. 317 He may perceve the Kinges recommen- 
dations..to be unto him fructuose and to good purpose. 

1727-36 in Baitey. | 

+ Fructuo'sity. Ols.—° [ad. F. fructuosité, f. 
L. friictuds-us; see next and -1ry.] ‘The condition 
or quality of being fructuous. —_1727-36 in Barty. 

Fructuous (frv‘ktizas), a. Also 5 fructuowse, 
6 fructuus, -eous. [a. OF. fructuous (mod.F. 
Sructueux), ad. L. friictuds-us, £. friictus FRvIv : 
see -OUS. ] 

1. Full of, abounding with, or producing fruit. 

1382 Wyc.ir Yer. xi. 16 An olyue plenteous, fair, fructuous. 
c1g400 Maunpev. (1839) v. 42 That Lond..is drye and 
nothing fructuous. 1413 Pilger. Sowde (Caxton 1483) Iv. il. 
58 That graf was taken fro a free appel tree and a fructuous, 
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1513 Douctas Aineis 1. viii. 68 Ane .. fructuus grund, 
plenteous of victall. 1535 Srewart Cro. Scot, Il. 106 
Thair follouit 3eiris thre So fructuous with sic fertilitie. 
1614 T. Apams Devil's Banguet 310 It was as populous 
as fructuous 3 and at once blessed with pregnancie both of 
fruits for the people, and of people for the fruits. 1627-77 
Fe.tuAm Resolves 1. xix. 33 As fruits. .trans-earth’d. .haue 
vigour enough in themselves to be fructuous according to 
their nature. 1853 G. Jounston Nat, Hist. E. Bord. \. 
106 It leads us .. to woods and fructuous plains. 1855 
Brownine Old Pict. Florence xxxiv, Contrast the fructuous 
and sterile eras, 1886 B. RooseveLr Copper Queen I. ii. 23 
Did not fruit come from St. Joseph, and every other fruc- 
tuous town from east, west, north, or south? 
+b. Promoting fertility. xare. 

1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s Mor. 991 If water were of the 
oune nature fructuous, it must needs follow, that it selfe 
alone, and at all times, should be able to produce fruit. 
1708 J. Puttirs Cyder 1. 35 So rich the soil, So much does 
fructuous moisture o’erabound. 

2. fig. Productive of ‘ fruits’ or results; advan- 
tageous, beneficial, profitable. 

€1386 Cuaucer Pars. Prol. 73 Telleth quod he youre 
meditacioun.. Beth fructuous and that in litel space. c1410 
Love Bonavent. Mirr. x\. 88 (Gibbs MS.) After pat worthy 
sopere was done : and pat noble and fructuouse sermonendet. 
1528 Roy Rede Me( Arb.) 115 Goddis worde.. The fructeous 
fode of oure faythfull trust, Thou hast condempned. 1879 
A. W. Warp Chaucer ii. 123 The even more improbable, 
but .. infinitely more fructuous tale of patient Griseldis. 
1884 Law Vines 14 June 119/t The execution must be 
fructuous if poundage is to be payable. 

Hence Fru‘ctuously adv., Fru'ctuousness. 

1382 Wycuir Zcclus. viii. 10 Of hem [wise prestis] forsothe 
thou shalt lerne wisdam .. and fructuousli vse grete men 
withoute pleynt. cx4s0 Gesta Rom. lii. 233 (Harl. MS.) 
Who so euer prechithe fructuovslye the worde of god. 1530 
Proper Dyaloge (Arb.) 150 Old writinges .. do include The 
pithe of a matter most fructuously. 1855 OciLvie Suppl., 
Fructuously, fruitfully, fertilely. Aructwousness, fruitful- 
ness, fertility. 

+FEructure. Obs. vave—°. [a. OF. fructure, 
ad. med.L. fructira, f. frut (ppl. stem /ruct-) to 
enjoy.] The use or enjoyment of the fruits (of 
something). 

1611 Coter., Fructure, the fructure, vse, fruition, posses- 
sion, or enjoyment of. 

Frude, var. of Froup, Ods., frog, toad. 

Frugal (fr#gal), a. [ad. L. fragalis, f. frigt 
used as indecl. adj. =‘ frugal, economical, useful’, 
originally the dat. of /frwx profit, utility, fruit 
(chiefly in pl. /vigés fruits): see -aL. Cf. F. 


Srugal.| 

1. Careful or sparing in the use of food, goods, 
etc. ; economical. Const. of (? obs.). 

1598 Suaxs. Merry W. 1. i. 28, I was then Frugall 
of my mirth. 16536 CowLry Pindar. Odes, 2nd Olymp. 
Ode xi, ’Tis now the cheap and frugal fashion, Rather to 
Hide than Pay the Obligation. 1758 J. S. Le Dran’s 
Observ. Surg. (4771) 5t Observation had taught me to be 
frugal of the Teguments. 1761 Hume //ist. Eng. II, xxvii. 
120 Few had borne a greater part in the frugal politics of 
the late king. 1782 CowPer G7/fin viii, Though on pleasure 
she was bent She had a frugal mind. 184: ELpHInsTonr 
Hist. Ind. II. 457 The mere husbandmen are sober, frugal, 
and industrious. 1875 Jowrrr P/afo (ed. 2) III. 685 The 
frugal life of the true Hellenic citizen. 

b. Of things, esp. food: Sparingly supplied or 
used; of small cost; opposed to Zuxurtous. 

1603 Hotianp Plutarch’s Mor. 616 Captaine Timotheus 
having upon a time beene at a sober and frugall scholars 
supper. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 1v.194 Pot-herbs. . bruis’d 
with Vervain, were his frugal Fare. 1762 Gotpsm. C7t, W. 
xlvi. (1837) 267 A frugal meal, which consisted of rootsand tea. 
1783 CrasBe Village 1. 324 The glad parish pays the frugal 
fee. 1868 Browninc Aing § Bk. u. HalfRome 460 A 
frugal board, bare sustenance, no more. 1894 Mrs. H. 
Warp Marcella I. 9 The uncovered boards with their frugal 
strips of carpet. 

2. Comb., as frugal-feeding adj. 

1814 Edin, Rev. XXIII. 51 The frugal-feeding goat sup- 
plied a competency of milk. 

Hence Fru‘gally adv., in a frugal manner; 
Fru‘galness. 

1597 Hooker Lec, Pol. v. Ixxix. § 1 For worldly goods it 
sufficeth frugally and honestly to vse them to our owne 
benefit. 1658 Sir T. Browne Hydviot. iii. 37 Plato 
seemed too frugally politick, who allowed no larger Monu- 
ment then would contain four Heroick Verses. 1721 BERKELEY 
Prev, Ruin Gt. Brit. Wks. 111. 198 That sum. .frugally and 
prudently laid out in workhouses. 1727 Battery vol. II, 
frugalness. 1779-81 Jounson L. P. Wks, 1816 1X. 338 He 
seldom lives frugally who lives by chance. 1871 CARLYLE in 
Mrs. Carlyle’s Lett. 1.373 His frugally elegant small house 
and table. 1886 Ruskin Prvterita II. ix. 328 The bunch 
of grapes or stalk of garlic they frugally dined on, 

Frugalist (frv-galist). [f. Frueau a, +-1st.] 
One who lives frugally. 

1864 Daily Tel. 12 Oct., Unless the colleges could be en- 
larged, residence within the walls for the ‘ frugalists’ would 
be impossible. . 

Frugality (frageliti). [a. F. fragalité, ad. 
L. frigalitat-em, f. friigalis: see FRUGAL and -1TY.] 
The quality of being frugal ; moderate or sparing 
expenditure or use of provisions, goods, ete. 

1531 Eryor Gov. 11, xxi, The auncient temperaunce, and 
moderation in diete, called sobrietie, or ina more general 
terme, frugalitie. @1568 Ascuam Scholem. (Arb.) 136 Fru- 
galitie in diet was priuately misliked : Towne going to good 
cheare openly vsed, 1651 Hospes Govt. §- Soc. xii. § 9. 183 
Riches are gotten with industry, and kept by frugality. 
1758 Jounson /dley No, 13 P2 A family pereak tle for 
domestic prudence and elegant frugality. 1807 Crapbe Par. 
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Reg. 1. 445 The wise frugality that does not give A life to 
saving, but that saves to live. 188 P. Brooxs Candle of 
Lord 128 In this miracle .. there is a meeting of generosity 
and frugality which is striking. 

b. Const. of (? obs.). 

1700 Drypven Hadbles Ded. (1721) 8 In this frugality of your 

praises there are some things which I cannot omit. ? 

e. Occasional uses: The product of frugality, 
wealth gathered by economy; also in £/. frugal 


ways of living, frugal fare. 

1725 Pore Odyss. 11. 62 Thro’ my court the noise of Revel 
rings, And wastes the wise frugality of Kings. 1842 Kincs- 
Ley Left, (1878) I. 61 A temporary sharer in the frugalities 
of my farm house lodging. 

Frugardite (frzgaidait). din. Also -it. 
[f. #rugard in Finland, where found + -1TE. Cf. 
F. frugardite.| (See quots.) 

1823 H. J. Brooke [xtrod. Crystallogr. 467 Frugardit, 
reddish idocrase containing magnesia, 1884 Dana Jin. 277 
The mineral from Gokum..and that from Frugard, Frugar- 
dite, have been denominated magnesian. 

Fruggan (frvgan). dal. Also 7 fruggin. 
[var. of Furcon.] (See quots.) : 

1611 Cortcr., Fourgon, an Ouen-forke (tearmed in Lincoln- 
shire, a Fruggin) wherewith fuell is both put into an Ouen, 
and stirred when it is (on fire) in it. 1652 /av. T. Teanby 
of Barton-on-Humber (N, W. Linc. Gloss.), In the kitchen 
-.on fruggin. 1788 W. Marsua_y VYorksh. Gloss. (E. D.S.), 
Fruggan, an oven-poker. 1868 Atkinson Cleveland Gloss. 
Fruggan, a curved iron scraper or rake to stir ashes in an 
oven with, or on the hearth. 1892 in Vorthumb. Gloss. 

+ Frugi-ferent, a. Ods.-° [ad. L. frigiferent- 
em f, as next: see -ENT.] = next. 

1656 Biount Glossogr., Frugiferent, bringing forth fruit, 
profitable, Es ; 

Frugiferous (fradziferas), a. [f. L. fragifer 
(f. friigt-, frux fruit + -fer bearing) + -ous.] Fruit- 
bearing, fruitful. Hence Frugi‘ferousness (Bailey 
BR £ 

1633 T. Avams Zr. 2 Peter iii. 18 All trees are not frugi- 
ferous, Christians are. 1653 H. More Conject. Cabbadl.(1713) 
4 And God said, Behold, I give you every frugiferous Herb, 
which is upon the face of the Earth. 

Jig. 1671 J. WeBsTER Metallogr. xxvi. 318 We never ac- 
counted the Experiment either so luciferous or frugiferous, 
to make it our business to attend rivals. : 

Frugivorous (fradzivores), a. [f. L. fragi-, 

Jrux fruit + -vorus devouring +-ous.] Eating or 


feeding on fruit. Hence Frugi*vorousness (Bailey 
1727-36). 2 
1713 Deruam Phys.-Theol. vu. ii. 384 Suited to various 
Foods, some Membranaceous, agreeable to the frugivorous 
or carnivorous kind. 1791 W. Bartram Carolina 302 This 
bird having a remarkable thick, strong bill, more like the 
frugivorous tribes. 1809 Syp. Smit in Adin, Rev. Apr. 147 
Philippics against frugivorous children after dinner, are too 
common. 1873 E. Smitu Foods 86 A small monkey and a 
frugivorous bat are eaten as delicacies in Zanzibar. 


+ Fruibly, adv. Obs. [f. */ruzble (ad. med.L. 
*fruibilis, f. frut: see next) +-LY?.] Enjoyingly; 
in a state of enjoyment. 

c14s0 tr. De Jmitatione u. i. 41 A louer of ihesu..may 
frely..lifte himself aboue himself in spirit, and pere reste 
fruibly [L. /raitive]. 

+ Fruish, v. Ods. In 5 fruisshe. [ad. OF. 
Jruiss- lengthened stem of /ruzr to enjoy, ad. pop. 
L. *fruire (classical L. fruz deponent vb.).] ¢rans. 
To enjoy. Hence *Fruishing ///. a., Fruish- 
ingly adv. 

c1450 tr. De Imitatione 111. xxiii. 92, I may not fruisshe 
tho iocunde clippinges that are redy to holy spirites. /é¢d. 
Il, xviii. 86, 11. lvi. 133.. /0%d. m1. Ixiii. 147 Gone all & hool 
into be loue of me, in whom bei reste fruisshingly. 

Fruit (fr7t), sd. Forms: a. 2-6 frut, 3-6 
fruyt(e, 4-5 froyte, (4 frot(t, fryt(e), 4-6 frute, 
-tt(e, zorth. and Sc. froit(e, (4 freut, frou(i)t, 
fru3t, 5 fret, fruth), 4-7 fruite, (4 fruy3te, 6 
frught, Sc. frw(i)t), 3- fruit. 6. 4-6 fruct(e, 
6 fruict. [a. OFr. /rwzt (later often spelt /rzzct) :— 
L. friictus (a-stem), f. *frugv- root of fruz to enjoy.] 

The form /ruct(e in 14-15thc, English use, and still later 
in Sc. writers, appears to be merely a variety of spelling (of 
course after the L.); but it is possible that in the few Eng- 
lish 16th c. uses of this form, which seem to be confined to 
immaterial senses, the writers intended the word to be taken 
as a direct adaptation of the Latin, with the c pronounced. 

1. Vegetable products in general, that are fit to 
be used as food by men and animals. Now usually 
in Z/. Also fruzts of the earth or the ground. 


a. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 135 Me sawed sed on ane time and 
edered be frut on oder time. c1300 Cursor M. 28833 
Cott. Galba) Pe pouer man es like pe felde, Pat mekill fruit 

es wont to yelde. ¢1375 Lay Folks Mass Bk. (MS. B.) 392 

Po froytes of bo erthe make plentuus. 1389 in Ang. Grids 

(1870) 111 We schal beseke for y® frutte yt is on y® herthe. 

1486 Lk. St. Albans Ey, Booth in wodys and feldis corne 

and oder frute. 1538 Starkey Lugland 1. iii. 73 Yf hyt 

were dylygently laburyd hyt wold bryng forth frute for the 

EERyeclarne of man. 1549 Bk. Com. Prayer, Litany, That 

it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the kindly 

fruits of theearth. 1648 GacE West Ind. xii. 43 The answer 
of our Queene Elizabeth .. to some that presented unto her 
of the fruits of America. 1665 Ord. Mayor Lond. in De 

Foe Plague (1840) 46 That no..musty corn, or other corrupt 

fruits. .be suffered to be sold. 1725 Watts Logic 1. vi. § 3 

Ifthe husk or seeds are eaten, they are called the fruits of the 

ground. 1791 NewTe Zour Eng. §& Scot, 196 At Aberdeen, 

turnips, carrots, and potatoes, pass, among the common 
er bythe name of fruit. 1859 JerHSon Brittany ii. 20 The 
reton peasant can turn all the fruits of the earth to account. 


FRUIT. 


B. ¢1374 Cuaucer Former Age 3 They helde hem paied 
of the fructes bat bey ete. 1500-20 DunBar Poews xiv. 63 
Quhilk slayis the corne and fruct that growis grene. 

Jig. ¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth, 1. pr. i. 3 (Camb, MS.) Thise 
ben tho that..destroyen the corn plentyuos of fruites of 
resone. 1559 Mirr. Mag., Hen. V1, xxxix, See here the 
pleasaunt fruytes that many princes reape. 1707 WaTTS 
Hymn, ‘Come, we that love the Lord’ viii, Celestial Fruits 
on earthly Ground From Faith and Hope may grow. 1783 
Warson Philip IIT (1793) I. 11. 233 The only fruit which he 
could reap from a victory. 

2. The edible product of a plant or tree, consist- 
ing of the seed and its envelope, esg. the latter 
when it is of a juicy pulpy nature, as in the apple, 
orange, plum, etc. + Zee of fruit = fruit-tree. 

As denoting an article of food, the word is popularly 
extended to include certain vegetable products that resemble 
‘fruits’ in their qualities, e.g. the stalks of rhubarb. 

a. collect. in sing. 

ai1225 Ancr. RX. 150 Figer is ones kunnes treou pet bered 
swete frut, pet me cleped figes. 13.. #. EZ. Allit. P. B. 
1044 Pe fayrest fryt pat may in folde growe, As orenge & 
ober fryt. ¢1380 Wycuir Sev. Sel. Wks. I. 69 Al ober 
trees of fruyte. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 75, I ne apreve 
nou3t almaundis ne noon ober vaperous fruyt: as notis 
eibir walnotis eiper avellanes. c1483 Caxton Vocab. 6b, 
Of fruyt shall ye here named Peres, apples, plommes. 1577 
B. Gooce Heresbach’s Hush. u. (1586) 62 The berries, 
which is the fruite, are redde. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 432 
The lowness of the Bough, where the Fruit cometh, maketh 
the Fruit greater. 1677 Grew Anat. Fruits v. § 1 (1682) 
186 The Fruit, strictly so called, is, A Fleshy Uterus, which 
grows more moist and Pulpy, as the Seed ripens. 1706 Pore 
Let. to Wycherley 10 Apr. Lett. (1735) 26 We take Branches 
from a Tree, to add to the Fruit, 1837 Penny Cycl. VII. 
27 [Bats] devouring indiscriminately every kind of fruit. 

Jig. a1225 Ancr. R. 276 Mon, pi flesch, hwat frut bered 
hit? 1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 57 Heroes, whose 
Etherial Root Is Jove himself, and Casaris the Fruit. 1771 
Funius Lett. ix. 304 [He] sees the fruit of his honest industry 
ripen beyond his hopes. 

b. with @ and Z/., as denoting a kind of fruit. 

a, c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 216 Dat he sulde him der loken fro 
A fruit, de kenned wel and wo. a 1300 Cursor M. 11667 
(Gott.) Scho. .sau a frout .. Men clepes palmes in pat land. 
1375 Barsour Bruce x. 191 The treis..Chargit vith froytis 
on syndri viss, ¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 261 Pou schalt 
purge colre wip a decoccioun of fretis. c1460 J. RussELL 
Bk. Nurture 667 Speke..¥For frutes a-fore mete to ete bem 
fastyngely. 1527 R. THorne in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 252 
Our fruites and graines be Apples, Nuts, and Corne. 1650 
Fuiter Pisgah 1, iv. 11 Dates, Almonds .. Nuts .. Pome-' 
granates and other severall fruits. 1795 Gentl. Mag. 540/1 
The glow of ripe fruits and declining leaves mark the 
autumn, 1842 Tennyson Gard, Daz. 190 Fruits and cream 
served in the weeping elm, 1858 Homans Cycl. Commerce 
886 This fruit [currants] is of a violet colour, and hangs in 
long loose bunches. 

B. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 70 Planted withe treis of verdure of 
divers fructis. 1585 Jas. I Zss. Poesie (Arb.) 14 To taste, 
and smell..Delicious fruictis, whilks in that tyme abound. 
1596 Datrypte tr. Lesdie’s Hist. Scot. 1,6 Excepte spice 
and Vine, and sum fructes. 

e. An individual product of a tree. rare. 

1873 C. Rosrnson NV. S. Wales 26 The Mandarin has 

borne 4,200 fruits in the year. 
d. Proverbs. 

a. 21300 Cursor M, 38 (Gétt.) Wers tre wer frouit it beris. 
¢1530 R. Hittes Common-pl. Bk. (1858) 140 Often tymys 
provyth the frught affore The stok that hyt cometh off, 
' 1896 SHaks. Merch. V. ww. i. 115 The weakest kinde of 
fruite Drops earliest to the ground. 1640 J. Dyke Worthy 
Commun. 176 No roote no fruite. 

B. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. (1858) I. 165 Sindrie tymes we 
se That rycht gude fruct cumis of ane gude tre. 

+3. A fruit-tree; also a food-plant. Ods. rare. 

a@ 1300 Cursor M, 8239 All frutes he plantede in pat place. 
1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. u. (1586) 84 b, About the 
tenth of June, both the Vine, and Wheate, the two noble 
fruites, do flowre. 1767 A. Younc Farmer's Lett. People 
313 Many of our fruits and most useful plants are the 
natural inhabitants of much warmer countries. 

+4. A course of fruit; the dessert. Zo be ix 


one’s fruzts: to be at dessert. Ods. 

1577-87 Houinsuep Chron. III, 915/2 The officers being 
at dinner, and the cardinall not fullie dined, being then in 
his fruits. 1602 Suaxs. //ayz. 11. ii, 52 My Newes shall be 
the fruit to that great Feast. 

5. The seed of a plant or tree, regarded as the 
means of reproduction, together with its envelope; 
spec. in Bot, ‘the ripe pistil containing the ovules, 
arrived at the state of seeds’ (Lindley) ; also, the 


spores of cryptogams. 

1794 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. i. 2t In Botany, by fruit, 
in heths as well as in trees, we understand the whole fabric 
of the seed. 1796 Wituerinc B77t. Plants (ed. 3) Il. 194 
Its flower is that of Plantago, but..its fruit ore Ghd 
it from that genus, 1813 Sir H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814 
140 Fruits ., contain a certain quantity of nourishment laid 
up in their cells for the use of the Embryon plant. 1870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 210 Hypocheris .. Fruits striate, 
scabrous. 1886 A. WincueLL Walks & Talks Geol. Field 
174 The low rank of these plants [in the coal-formation] is 
evinced also by the absence of flowers and fruit. 

6. Offspring, progeny. Also, an embryo, foetus. 
Orig. a Hebraism. Now rave, exc. in Biblical 
phraseology. More fully frat of the body, loins, 


womo, 

a1300 Cursor M. 5445 Pi frut i se bi-for minei. @1340 
Hampote Psalter cxxxi. 11 Of be froite of bi wambe i sall 
sett on pi seat. 1382 Wyctir Acts ii. 30 God hadde sworn 
to him, of the fruyt of his leende for to sitte on his seete. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. |xxiv. (1495) 647 We 
speke ynproperly somtyme and call the brode of the beestys 
frute. ¢1425 Hound, St. Bartholomew's (E.E.T.S.) 42 
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Stondyng neyr the tyme that the fruyt shulde be proferid . 


forth. ¢1500 Melusine xxx. 218 Duchesse, take good 
heede of your fruyte that groweth in your blood. 1533 
Gav Richt Vay (1888) 12 Thay quhilk takis avay the 
frwtis of thair nichtburs beistis. 1535 CoverpaLe Deut. 
xxviii. 4 Blessed shalbe the frute of thy body. 1578 Lytr 
Dodoens 11. \xxvii. 252 It closeth the Matrice, causeth the 
fruite to live. 1593 SHaKs. 3 Hen. V/, wW. iv. 24 Least 
with my sighes or teares I blast or drowne King Edwards 
Fruite. 1607 Torsety Mour-f. Beasts (1658) 463 There is.. 
another excellent medicine..whereby the fruit in a womans 
womb may be brought forth either dead or putrified. 16xx 
Biste “xed. xxi, 22 If men striue, and hurt a woman with 
child, so that her fruit depart from her. 164: Hinpe 
9. Bruen i. 2 The Lord with-held the fruit of the womb. .so 
that by her he had no issue, 1822-34 Good's Study Med. 
(ed. 4) 1V. 128 Risking the loss of the uterine fruit. 

7. Anything accruing, produced, or resulting from 
an action or effort, the operation of a cause, etc. 

a, Material produce, outgrowth, increase; £7. 
products, revenues. 

a. c1440 Facol's Well (E. E. T.S.) 202 Pe fruyte & pe 
profy3te of pat lande & of beeste in pi tyme. 1523 Firz- 
HERB. Sv7v. 36 S. B. occupyeth the sayd personage him 
selfe, withall the glebe landes, medowes, tythes, and all 
other frutes. 1611 Biste 2 Esdras viii. 10 Milke..which is 
the fruit of the breasts. 1715-20 Porr //iad xvu. 6 Round 
her new-fallen young the heifer moves, Fruit of her throes. 
1726 SHELvocKE Voy, round World 86 A dozen of hams.. 
the fruit of this country. 1849 Macautay /7/7s¢. Eng. 1. 311 
The produce of the soil far exceeded the value of all the 
other fruits of human industry. 

B. a1800 Colkelbie Sow iii. 763 Quhilk for be tyme no 
fruct nor proffeit did. 1563 Apr. ParKER Articles, Ani patron 
that..taketh the tythes and other fructes to him selfe. 

b. An immaterial product, a result, issue, con- 


sequence. szmg. and J/. 

a. a1300 Cursor M. 19230 Was neuer pe fruit o suilk bot 
ill. ¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Baptista 268 Dois worthy froite 
of pennance ay. ¢1386 Cuaucer Kvt,’s T. 424 Of al oure 
strif, God woot, the fruyt is thin. 1413 Piler. Sowle 
(Caxton) v. xiv. (1859) 80 Alle the wyde world is fulfylled 
with the fruyte of theyr good labour. c1460 FortTEescur 
Abs. §& Lim. Mon. iii. (1885) 116 Sumwhat now I haue 
shewid the frutes of both lawes. 1548-9 (Mar.) Bh. Com. 
Prayer Post-Communion, The fruite of good liuing. x6o0r 
Suaks. Twed. NV. 1. v. 216 If you will then see the fruites 
of the sport, mark his first approach before my lady. 1659 
Hammonp Ox Ps. 1 All these Psalms are not the fruit 
or product of one inspired brain. 1668 Tempre Lez. fo 
Ld. Arlington Wks. 1731 Il. 108 The Fruits of our Con- 
ferences your Lordship will find in the Enclosed. 1712 
Avoison Sect, No. 287 P 6 Riches and Plenty are the natural 
Fruits of Liberty. 1786 Cowrer Let. to Churchey Wks. 1837 
XV. 189 The most effectual spur to industry in all such 
exertions, is to lay the fruit of them before the public. 1853 
J. H. Newman Hist. Sk. (1873) II. 1. ii. 64 Zingis swept 
round the sea of Aral, and destroyed the fruits of a long civi- 
lization. 1858 CarLyLe /redk. Gt. 11. vi. (1865) I. 85 His going 
on the Crusade. .was partly the fruit of the life she led him. 

B. 21568 Ascuam Scholem, (Arb.) 23, I wishe..that yong 
M. Rob. Sackuille, may take that fructe of this labor. 1585 
M. W. Commend. Verses to Fas. I's Ess. Poesie (Arb.) 10 
Lo, heir the fructis, Nymphe, of thy foster faire. 

e. Advantage, benefit, enjoyment, profit. 

a, ¢1230 Hali Meid. 7 Pus hauen godes freond al be fruit 
of bis world bat ha forsaken habbed. 1484 Caxton Curiall 3 
Thou shalt haue labour wythoute fruyt and shalt vse thy lyf 
in perylle. 1559 AZir7. Mag., Worcester v, The fruite Of read- 
ing stories, standeth in the suite. 1588 J. UpaLt Diotrephes 
(Arb.) 17 You shold preach foure times euery weeke, with 
more fruit than you can doe now foure times euery yeere. 
160oz Suaks. Ham. 11. ii. 145 She tooke the Fruites of my 
Aduice. 1630 R. Fohnson's Kingd. & Comm. 384 The 
greatest fruit which the Emperour reapeth by the Crowne 
of Hungarland, ariseth by the benefit of Mines. 1698 J. 
Hows in H. Rogers Lif x, (1863) 219, I read thy lines with 
fruit and delight. 1858 F. Hari in Fru. Amer. Orient. 
Soc. (1862) VII. 31 Whosesoever..at any time, has been the 
soil, his, at that time, has been the fruit of even the previous 
bestowment thereof, 

B. 1500-20 DuNBAR Poenis xxiv. 22 Off warldis gud and 
grit richess, Quhat fruct hes man but miriness? 

8. attrib. and Comb. a. simple attrib., as fruzt- 
barrow, -basket, -branch, -broker, -close, -dealer, 
-dish, -garden, -grove, -industry, -loft, -shop, -sort, 
-stall, -stand, -stone, -tart, -lime; also fruitwise 
adv. 

1801 Spirit Publ, Frnls. (1802) V. 187 *Fruit-barrows and 
the hunger-giving cries Of vegetable venders fill the air. 
1803 Gentl. Mag. Ibid. (1804) VII. 44 Look at. .the fillagree 
tea-caddies, the *fruit-baskets, &c., &c. 1719 Lonpon & 
Wise Compl. Gard. xv. 123 [fa *Fruit Branch should chance 
to be join’d with the two Wood Branches it may be pre- 
servd. 1844 Dickens JZart. Chuz. ix, Several *fruit- 
brokers had their marts near Todgers’s. 1882 SHORTHOUSE 
F. Inglesant U1. xxvi. 317 Inheritance of *fruit-closes, and 
olive-grounds. 1810 Sorting Mag. XXXV. 39 The de- 
fendant is a *fruit-dealer. 1603 SHaks. A/eas. for Mu. i. 
95 We had but two in the house, which .. stood, as it were 
in a *fruit dish, 1712 J. James tr, Le Blond’s Gardening 3 
Kitchen and *Fruit-Gardens. 1725 Porr Odyss. tv. 974 The 
faithful slave Whom to my nuptial train Icarius gave, To 
tend the *fruit-groves. 1894 Daly News 5 Apr. 5/5 Will 
the *fruit industry of this country find another £ 100 towards 
it? 1552 Hutoet, *Fruite loft, or place to lay fruite in, or to 
kepe fruite, oforotheca. 1604 Office B. V.M.277 Ps, \xxviii. 
1 ‘They haue made Hierusalem a frute loft. 1650 Howey 
Giraffi's Rev. Naples 1. (1664) 10 He went up and down the 
*fruit-shops that were in that quarter. 1842 Browninc Sodi- 
loguy Sp. Cloister vi, How go your flowers? None double? 
Not one*fruit-sort can you spy? 1858Si1mmonbs Dict. Trade, 
*Fryuit stall, a stand on the pavement where fruit is sold in 
the streets. 1800 JZor2. Chron. in Spirit Publ. Fruls, (1801) 
IV. 40 Nor do we ever see him ., riding backwards over 
*fruit-stands. 1845-6 G. FE. Day tr. Szzon's Anim. Chem, 
II, 465 Their nucleus is usually a foreign body, a *fruit- 
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stone, a splinter of bone, a needle, or woody fibre. 1568 
Nortu Gueuara’s Diall Pr. wv. (1619) 624/t Hee coulde 
make. .twelue sorts of sawces and ten of *fruit tartes. 1552 
Houvoet, *Fruite tyme, when fruite is ripe, vindemia. 1712 
Avpison Sect. No. 477 ® 1, I do not suffer any one. .to 
drive them [the birds] from their usual haunts in fruit-time, 
1864 SwINBURNE Afalanta 214 *Fruit-wise upon the old 
flower of tears. 

b. objective, as fruzt-bearer, -culture, -eater, 
-evaporation, -giver, -grower, -keeper, -monger, 
-picker, -seller, -vendor; frutt-bearing, -candying, 
-packing vbl. sbs.; frudt-bearing, -bringing, -eat- 
ing, -growing, -producing ppl. adjs. 

1726 Leoni Albertz’s Archit. 1. 24/2 Trees. .especially 
*Fruit-bearers. 1883 H. Drummonp Vat. Law in Spir. W. 
(ed, 2) 271 *Fruit-bearing without Christ is not an improba- 
bility, but an impossibility. 1629 Parkinson Paradisé 
Title-p., An Orchard of all sorte of *fruit-bearing Trees. 
1863 BerKELEY Srit. Mosses i. 4 We have the fruit-bearin 
branches more distinct. 1853 HickiE tr. Avistoph, (1873) 
II. 546 Ceres, the *fruit-bringing queen. 1889 Daily News 
31 May 5/4 *Fruit-candying establishments. 1483 Cath. 
Angl. 144 A *Frute eter, xivofagus. 1848 Craic, Ampe- 
Zide, Chatterers or fruit-eaters, 1883 G. ALLEN in Kvow/. 
25 May 304/1 The blackcap .. is a confirmed fruit-eater. 
1884 Littells Living Age 688 The shambling, *fruit-eat- 
ing, bear. 1895 Dazly News 13 Dec. 5/4 *Fruit evapora- 
tion would pay British fruit-growers. 1888 Zfzctetus 11. x. 
74 He will be Raingiver and *Fruitgiver. 1884 Harfer's 
Mag. Mar. 602/2 The..*fruit-grower may..be made in- 
dependent of the weather. 1894 Pop. Sci. ATonthly XLIV. 
487 Our neighbors of northern Europe are..removed from 
*fruit-growing regions. 1623 CockeramM 11, A *fruit keeper, 
epicarpean. 1721 BRaDLEY Virtue Coffee 28 As our *Fruit- 
mongers do for Cherries. 1894 Daily News 22 Jan. 6/3, I 
am not going to reply in ‘The Daily News’ to the three 
letters on *fruit-packing. 1880 Libr. Univ. Knowl. 1. 164 
For harvesting, we have mowing, reaping and binding 
machines, shellers, *fruit-pickers, etc. 1895 Dazly News 
27 Sept. 2/3 Great Britain has to be seriously reckoned with 
as a *fruit-producing country. 1552 HuLoet, *Fruite seller, 
Jructuarius. 1887 Spectator 25 Mar. 412/2 The Italian 
*fruit-vendor or organ-grinder is often a retired workman, 


9. Special comb.:; fruit-bat (see FLYING-FOX) ; 
fruit-bud, a bud containing a fruit germ, in 
opposition to deaf-bud; fruit-button =/ruzt-bud ; 
fruit-cake, (a) a cake containing fruit; (4) (see 
quot.) ; fruit-clipper, a fast-sailing ship, built for 
the conveyance of fruit; fruit-crow (see quot.) ; 
fruit-dot, Zot., the sorus of ferns; fruit-fly (see 
quot.); fruit-frame (see quot.); fruit-girl, a 
girl who sells fruit ; fruit-house, a house for storing 
fruit; fruit-knife, a knife for cutting fruit, with 
a blade of silver or other material not affected 
by the acids of the fruit ; fruit-meter, a person 
officially appointed to examine all fruit brought 
into a market (Cassell); fruit-mill (see quot.) ; 
+ fruits-paying, the payment of annates or ‘ first- 
fruits’; fruit-piece, ‘a pictured or sculptured 
representation of fruit’ (Cert. Dict.) ; fruit-pigeon, 
a general name given to the pigeons of the genera 
Carpophagaand 7reron; fruit-press, an apparatus 
for extracting the juice from fruit by pressure; fruit- 
spur, a small branch whose growth is stopped to 
ensure the development of fruit-buds; fruit-stalk, 
a stalk that bears fruit ; sfec. = PEDUNCLE; also 
occas. = CARPOPHORE; fruit-sugar = GLUCOSE or 
LeEvVULOSE; fruit-tree, a tree cultivated for its 
fruit; ++ fruit-trencher, a wooden tray, formerly 
used as a dessert-plate; +fruit-user = Usurruc- 
TUARY 5b.; fruit-wall, a wall against which 
fruit-trees are trained ; fruit-wife, fruit-woman, 
a woman who sells fruit; also, +a bawd; +fruit- 


yard, an orchard. 

1883 Chamb. Frni. 22 Dec. 810/1 That curious species of 
bats known as the *fruit-bat or flying-fox. 1664 EvELyN 
Kal, Hort. (1729) 190 [When] the Sap begins to stir..one 
then best discerns the *Fruit-buds. 1707 Curios. in Husb, 
& Gard. 147 The Graft very seldom fails..provided it.. 
have *Fruit-Buttons. 1885 LaNKEsTER in Aucycl. Brit. 
XIX. 841/2 The cysts [of the Endosforex] may be united 
side by side in larger or smaller groups..These composite 
bodies are termed ‘*fruit-cakes’ or ‘ zethalia’, in view of the 
fact that the spore-cysts of Fuligo, also called A2thalium— 
the well-known ‘flowers of tan’—form a cake of this 
description. 1864 Brackmore C. Vaughan \xxi, The ‘Lily- 
flower’..could exhibit her taffrail to the smartest *fruit- 
clipper. 1856 W.S. Datias Wat, Hist. Anim. Kingd. 552 
The Gymnoderine, or *Fruit Crows. 1880 Gray Struct. 
Bot. 433/2 The clustered *fruit-dots of ferns. 1753 CHAMBERS 
Cycl. Supp., *Fruitflies, a name given by gardeners, and 
others, to a sort of small black flies, found in vast numbers 
among fruit trees, in the spring season. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech., *Fruit-frame, Hort. a trellis or espalier. 1750 H. 
Watrote Let. to G. Montagu 23 July (1857) II. 213 She 
had brought Betty, the *fruit-girl, with hampers of straw- 
berries and cherries. 1812 Compe Picturesque xxiu, A fruit- 
girl’s barrow strikes his shin. 1794 Lp. Spencer in Ld. 
Auckland's Corr. (1862) I11. 255, 1 am going with Caroline 
to the *fruit-house. 1855 H. CrarKke Dict., *Pruzt-knife. 
1881 Daily News 5 Aug. 2/7 In long past days the Corpora- 
tion *fruitmeters claimed a sample of fruit from each 
package entering the Port of London. 1874 Knicur Dict. 
Mech., *Fruit-Mill, a mill for grinding grapes for must or 
apples for cider. 1709 Strype Ann. Ref. 1. vi. 97 To pray 
the Queen .. to be discharged of their own subsidies the 
first year of their *fruits-paying. 1865 Athenxum No. 
1954. 494/3 A rare *fruit-pigeon fromthe Seychelles, 1823 in 
Cobbett Rum. Rides (1885) I. 325 [A] great number of these 
shoots have *fruit-spurs, which will have blossom, if not 
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fruit, next year. 1796 WirHertnc Brit. Plants (ed. 3) II. 17 
Leaf-stalks, shorter than the *fruit-stalks, 1846 J. BAXTER 
Libr. Pract. Agric. (ed. 4) I]. 301 [Strawberries] Every 
runner is, in its incipient state of formation, capable of be- 
coming a fruit-stalk. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach's Hush. 
1. (1586) 72 *Fruite trees and Vines. 1667 Mitton P. L. 
v. 213 Where any row Of Fruit-trees. .reached too farr Thir 
pamperd boughes. 1846 J. Baxter Liby. Pract. Agric. 
(ed. 4) II. 379 Three modes of pruning.. first, the fruit-tree 
method. 1642 Mitton Afod, Smect. 28 He greets us with 
a quantity of thum-ring posies. He has a fortune there- 
Sore good, because he is content with it. This is a piece of 
sapience not worth the brain ofa *fruit-trencher. 1883 O.x/- 
Guide-book [The picture-gallery of the Bodleian contains] 
Queen Elizabeth’s fruit-trenchers. c1449 Prcock Repr 
411 But thei ben *Fruyte Users of the godis. 1699 (¢7¢Ze) 
*Fruit Walls improved by inclining them to the Horizon. 
1773 Mrs. Grant Lett. Jr. Mount. (1807) I. x. 78 She has 
built a fruit wall, a thing before unheard of here. 1611 
Cotcr., Fruictiere, a *Fruit-wife; or woman that selleth 


fruits. 1672 DryDEN Ass7gnation m. i. Wks. 1883 IV. 416 
She's as arrant a “fruit-woman as any is about Rome. 1849 
Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 358 Fruit women screamed. 1555 


W. Watreman Fardle Factions ui. ix. 205 The Gelonites, occu- 
pienge tilthe : liue by corne, and haue their *frute yardes. 


Fruit (frzt), v. Also a. 4-5 frute,-yn; B. 5 
fruct. a. pple. 4 y-fruited. [f. prec. sb.] 


1. intr. To bear fruit. 

a, 1377 Lancu. P. PZ. B. xvi. 39, I saue it til I se it..som- 
del y-fruited. c1440 Promp. Parv. 182/1 Frutyn, or brynge 
forbe frute, fructifico. 1712 J. Petiver in Phil. Trans. 
XXVILI. 424 It Fruits yearly in Chelsey Garden. 1793 Trans. 
Soc. Arts (ed. 2) IV. 220 They have fruited, and are now 

ropagated in almost all the West-India islands. 1854 
Weed Himal, Frnis. V1. xxvii. 253 But few of them 
fruit. 1882 Mrs. Rrppett Daiszes § B. I. 114 The scarlet- 
runners fruiting and blooming at the same time. 

B. axg00 Colkelbie Sow ili. 766 How suld a penny fruct 
contrair nature. 

Jig. ¢1440 Facol'’s Well (E.E.T.S.) 259 Mysgouernaunce 
.-frutyth no3t in goodnesse to pe soule, 1851 Beddoes’ 
Poems Mem. 113 Interchanging knowledge, as it..fruited 
daily in every ence of science. 1883 BaLtpw. Brown 
Hone iii, 50 We can see the passions and the forces work- 
ing, which fruit in bane or blessing. 

2. trans. (causatively) To make bear fruit; to 
cultivate to the point of bearing fruit. 77. and ig. 

1640 J. Dyke Worthy Commun. 177 Heis rooted in Christ, 
and therefore fruited by Christ. 1851 Beck's Florist Jan. 8, 
I have not fruited those sorts [of Strawberries]. 1862 
Tuoreau Lxcurs., On Wild Apples (1863) 291 Their 
‘ Favorites ' [apples]..when I have fruited them turn out 
very tame. 1882 W. B. WEEDEN Soc. Law Labor 25 For 
Capital is Labor fruited, saved and preserved. 

+ 8. In various obsolete uses: a. To produce as 
fruit. b. To flavour with fruit-juice. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Zcclus. xxiv. 23, I as a vyne frutede [Vulg. 
Jructificavi] swotnesse of smel. 1736 Batty Househ. Dict. 
359 Fill tin iceing pots with any sorts of cream you please, 
either plain or sweetened, or you may fruit it. 

Fruitage (fritédz). Also 6-8 frutage, (7 
-idge). [a. OF. fructage, f. fruzt Frvit.] 

1. The process, season, or state of bearing fruit. 

1578 Banister /7ist. Zan vi. 102 Plantes: which onely 
florish in growyng, and frutage, 1610 W. ForkincHam 
Art of Survey 1. ii. 6 In Grouth, the thriuage, verdure, 
fruitage .. &c., of particular Vegetables are regardable. 
1816 CoLEerincE Biog, Lit., Lay Serm. 317 A tree trans- 
planted from Paradise, with all its branches in full fruitage. 
1871 Lytton Coming Race xvii, Fruit-bearing plants after 
fruitage either shed or change the colour of their leaves. 

Jig. 1892 Ch. Q. Rev. Jan. 444 Many have commented on 
the late fruitage of Swift’s genius. 

2. Fruit collectively; a crop of fruit. 

1610 W. FoLtk1nGHAM A7t of Survey 1. vi. 13 What Trees, 
Plants, Shrubs: what Frutage, Mastage,Gummage. 1613 
Cuapman Masque of Inns of Court Plays 1873 III. 117 
Freely earth her fruitage bearing. 1667 Mitton P, Z. x. 
561 Greedily they pluck’d The Frutage fair to sight. 1708 
J. Puities Cyder 1. 3 Whoeer expects his lab’ring trees 
should bend With frutage. 1808 J. Bartow Colum. 11. 215 
The wide domain, with game and fruitage crown’d, Supplied 
their food. 1883 Mrs. Rotuins Mew Eng. Bygones 180 Much 
of the plumpest fruitage found its way into the hoards of 
thieving boys. 

Jig. 1652 BenLowes Theoph. 1v.1. 58 When me Thou shalt 
impregn'’d with Vertues make A fruitful Eden, all the 
frutage take. 1749 SmoLtetT Regicide wv. iii, I come..To 
claim the promis’d fruitage of my love, 1883 S. C. Hai 
Retrospect \1. 39 His genius was yet in the bud—with the 
promise of glorious fruitage. 

+b. f. Various sorts of fruit. Ods. 

a1693 Urounart Radelais 11. xiii. 110 Men do more 
copiously in the Season of Harvest feed on Fruitages then at 
any other time. 

ec. transf, Offspring. rare—. 

1850 Biackie 4 schylus I. 195 Yet should she By her own 
body’s fruitage have been slain? 

+ 3. A decorative arrangement of fruits ; a repre- 
sentation of this in embroidery, painting, carving, 
etc. Obs. 

1600 QO. Eliz, Wardr. in Nichols Progr. (1823) III. 509 
One peticoate..with a verie faire border of pomegranetts, 
pyne aple trees, frutidge. 1604 Dexxer King’s Enter- 
tainm. Wks. 1873 I. 309 Pomona—attirde in greene, 
a wreath of frutages circling her temples. 1645 EvELyn 
Diary ag Jan., The vines, climbing to the summit of the 
trees, reach in festoons and fruitages from one tree to 
another. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 115/2 Fruitage is 
the hanging of several sorts of Fruit together in husks with 
strings. cx1z1o C, Fiennes Diary (1888) 238 The most 
exactest workmanship in y® wood carving.. both in figures, 
fruitages, beasts, birds, flowers. 1719 Lonpon & WISE 
Compl. Gard. 37 A glorious Embroidery of Festoons, and 

Frutages, depending from the yielding Boughs, 
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Hence Frui‘taged #//. a., abounding in fruitage. 

1846 C. G. Prowett #schylus’ Prometh. Bound 22 
Flowery spring Or fruitaged summer. 

Fruitarian (frvtérian). rare. [f. Frourr sd. 
+-ARIAN ; cf. vegetarian.] One who lives on fruit. 

1893 Nat. Food Mag. Feb., Even at 3d. a lb...the econo- 
mical fruitarian would gain on the economical cerealist. 1896 
Westm. Gaz. 4 May 10/t He became ‘ fruitarian’.. He 
believed in nothing but fruit. 

Fruited (frvtéd), pf/. a. [f. Fruit v.+-ED?.] 

+1. Having fruit of a certain kind. Ods. 

1612 T. James Fesuits’ Down. 4 Fie on such Fatherhood, 
so rooted, so fruited. ; 

2. a. Of a branch, tree, etc. : Having frnit upon 
it. b. Abounding in or laden with fruit. 

1784 Burns ‘Now Westlin Winds’ iv, Let us..view.. 
The rustling corn, the fruited thorn, And ev’ry happy 
creature. 1850 Biackie “schylus II. 122 Mighty Jove, 
the gracious giver..Crown the fruited year! 1864 BouTELL 
Her. Hist. & Pop. xiii. (ed. 3) 124 A wreath of peach- 
branches fruited. 1885 Manch. Exam. 14 July 4/5 The 
plant..though small is unusually heavily fruited. 1888 
Morris Burghers Battle in Athenzum 16 June 761/2 The 
shadows of the fruited close Dapple the feast-hall floor. 

Fruiten (fr7t’n), v. ([f. Frurr sd, +-zn 5,] 
+a. zrans. To make fruitful (ods.). b. zxtr. To 
become full of fruit. Hence Frui‘tening f7/. a. 
(rare—). 

1633 Br. Hatt Hard Texts 84,1 will give you seasonable 
rains..to supple and fruiten the earth. 1839 BaiLry /estus 
(1848) 11/2 Fanning the fruitening plains, é 

Fruiter (frzto1). [orig. a. F. frudtier, f. frat; 
later prob. independently f. Fruir sd. or v. +-ER}.] 
+a. One who deals in, or has the care of fruit. 
b. A vessel engaged in the fruit-trade. c. A tree 
that produces fruit. d. A fruit-grower. 

21483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. (1790) 22 Besides the 
fruter and waferer. cx1g00 Cocke Lorell’s B. (Percy) 9 
Fruyters, chese-mongers, and mynstrelles. 1667 Canter- 
bury Marriage Licences 31 July (MS.) William Settertree 
of Brooke .. fruiter, 1860 A, Cummine in Merc. Marine 


_Mag. VII. 102 Let them..swing to one anchor .. (as the 


fruiters do at St. Michael’s). 1870 Harper's Mag. XLI. 
864 A man can’t bring into port. .a fruiter from the Levant, 
with Portuguese and Greeks before the mast. 1882 Gard. 
Chron, No. 421. 79 The former is a handsome variety of 
medium growth, and a sure fruiter. 1887 J. E. Me¢Gowan 
Chattanooga & Tennessee 35 ‘Vhe fruiter, farmers and 
truckers have now more capital for their business. 

Fruiterer (frztére1). [extended form of prec. : 
see -ER! 3.] 

1. A dealer in fruit; a fruit-seller. 

1408 Close Roll 9 Hen. IV b, Thomas. Sebeche, ffruterer. 
1556 J. Heywoop Sfider §& F.Ssjb, The frewte..on the 
frewterers hande lying. 1597 SHaxs. 2 Hen. IV, 111. ii. 36 
The very same-day did I fight with one Sampson Stock- 
fish, a Fruiterer, 1650 HoweLt Givafi’s Rev. Naples i. 
(1664) 12 Telling the fruiterers that they should pay the 
gabell. x720 Gay Poems (1745) I. 167 Walnuts the fruit- 
erer’s hand, in autumn stain. 18153 ELpHINSTONE Acc. 
Caubul (1842) I. 75 Amongst the handsomest shops were 
the fruiterers’. 1875 Hamerton Jutell. Life 1x. i. 301 
Careful as a fruiterer is of the bloom upon his grapes. 


+2. A fruit-grower. Obs. 


1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xviii. 298 The Pear-maine .. 
Which carefull frut’rers now have denizend our owne. 1615 
W. Lawson Orch. & Gard. i. i. (1668) 1 Whosoever 
desireth..to have a pleasant and profitable Orchard, must 
provide himself of a fruiterer..Skilfulin that faculty. 1813 
Str H. Davy Agric. Chem. (1814) 255 Most of our best 
apples are supposed to have been introduced into Britain by 
a fruiterer of Henry the Eighth. 

Fruiteress (fr7térés). Also 8 fruitress. [f. 
as prec. +-ESS.] <A female seller of fruit. 

1713 STERLE Guardian No. 87 ® 1 The hawker-women, 
fruitresses, and milk-maids, 1809 Sforting Mag. XXXIV. 
244 The fair fruiteress, it seems was jealous of her neigh- 
bour. 1823 Lams Elia, My First Play, The fashionable pro- 
nunciation of the theatrical fruiteresses then was ‘Chase 
some oranges’..chase Zvo chuse. 

Fruitery (fr‘téri). Also 7 frut(e)ry. [ad. 
Fr. fruiterie, f. fruzt Frorr.] 

+1. A place for growing or storing fruit. Ods. 

1609 Patent 7 Yas. I in Act 5 Geo, III, c. 26. Preamble, 
Dove-houses, orchards, fruiteries, gardens, lofts, cottages. 
1725 Brapiey Mam, Dict. s.v., You must be careful in 
cleaning and sweeping your Fruitery often. 1816 Kirpy & 
Sp. Entomol. (1843) 1. 161, I must next conduct you from 
the garden into the orchard and fruitery. 

2. Fruit collectively ; a crop of fruit. Now rare. 

16.. Sytvester Du Bartas (N.), He sowde and planted 
in his proper grange (Upon som savage stock) som frutry 
strange, 1612 Drayton Poly-olb. xiv. 229 Where full 
Pomona seemes most plentiously to flowe, And with her 
fruitery swells by Pershore in her pride. 1656 S. HoLLanp 
Zara (1719) 27 Indeed she had manifested a prodigious 
prodigality, had she afforded a Shambles to her Frutery, 
1708 J. Puities Cyder 1. 35 Oft, notwithstanding all thy 
Care To help thy Plants, when the small Fruit’ry seems 
Exempt from Ills, an oriental Blast Disastrous flies. 1828 
Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. ut. (1863) 491 Dealing with 
him in all sorts of fishery and fruitery for.. her shop. 


+ Fruitester. Ods. rare—}. [f. Frurr 5d. + 
-STER.] = Fruirrress. (Cf. quot. 1672 for frzdt- 
woman in Fruit sé. 9.) 

c 1386 Cuaucer Pardoner’s T. 16 Than comen tomb- 


esteres Fetys and smale, and yonge frutesteres [v. 7. fruyt- 
esteres, fruytsters]. 


Fruitful (frtful), 2. Forms: a. (see Frurr sé.). 
8. 4-7 fructfull, (5 fructufulle), 6 fruictfull. 
[f. Furr sd, + -FUL,.] 














FRUITFULLY. 


1. Productive of fruit. Of trees, etc.: Bearing 
plenty of fruit. Of soils, etc.: Fertile. Of rain, 


etc.: Causing fertility. 

a 1300 E. E, Psalter cxlviii. 9 Tries fruitefulle and cedres 
alle. ¢x400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xiv. 61 Pir hilles er ri3t 
fruytfull. 1535 CoverDALe Wek, ix. 25 Vynyardes, oyl- 
garden, and many frutefull trees. 1563 W. FuLKe JZeteors 
(1640) 63 Clay..is not so fruitfull as marle. 1594 SHAKS. 
Rich. I1I,v. ii. 8 The .. Boare (That spoyl’d your Summer 
Fields, and fruitfull Vines). 160x Hotianp Pdiny xix. vii, 
Such seeds..must be all throughly dried before they be.. 
fruitfull. 1649 Jer. TayLor Gt. Axemp. ut. xiv. 49 The 
fruitfull Nilus..filling all the trenches to make a plenty of 
corn and fruits. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. x. 293 The Tree hath 
usually 3 fruitfull Branches. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. 1. 
236 Heav’n invok’d with Vows for fruitful Rain. 1739 Lapy 
Pomrret Let. I. xxii. 84 A very steep but fruitful hill. .the 
vineyards... crown the very summit, 1859 THACKERAY 
Virgin. xxiv, His estate .. was as large as Kent; and.. 
infinitely more fruitful, . 

2. Productive of offspring ; not barren ; producing 


offspring in abundance, prolific. 

c1sz0 L. Anprewe Noble Lyfe in Babees Bh. 229 A 
Bremon is a fruteful fisshe that hathe moche sede. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 153 b, Lya was the more 
fruytfull, and had more chyldren than Rachel. 1577 B. 
Goocre Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 162 Some [hens] are 
so fruitfull, as they kill them selves with laying, 16x 
Brste Gen. i. 22 God blessed them, saying, Be fruitfull, 
and multiply. 1667 D’cuess NewcastLe Life Dk. New- 
castle (1886) 87 A young woman that might prove fruitful 
to him. @x713 Burnet Own Time (1766) Il. 225 The 
fruitfullest marriage that has been known in our age, 
1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) VIII. 43 Nature .. has 
rendered some animals surprizingly fruitful. 1841-71 T. R. 
Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 367 The queen bee, when 
deprived of her wings before any communication with the 
male has taken place, will nevertheless lay fruitful eggs. 
1869 FREEMAN Worm. Cong. (1876) ILI. xii. 111 That mar- 
riage proved happy and fruitful. : 

b. Astrol. Favourable to fecundity. 

1721 Baiwey, Fruitful Signs, [in Astrology] are the Signs 
Gemini, Cancer and Pisces. 

+3. Of a harvest, a crop, hence of a reward, 
a meal, etc.: Abundant, copious. Chiefly in 


Shaks. 

1602 SHAKs. Ham. 1. ii. 80 The fruitfull Riuer in the Eye. 
1603 — Meas. for M. wv. iii. 161 One fruitful Meale would 
set mee too’t. 1607 — 7zmon v. i. 153 With a recompence 
more fruitfull Than their offence can weigh downe. 1697 
Drypen Virg. Georg. 1. 197 Harvests heavy with their 
fruitful weight, Adorn our fields, ; , 

4. transf. and fig. +a. Productive of (material 
things), abounding 27. Ods. 

1629 S*hertogenbosh 1 This Boscage was..fruitfull of wild 
Deere, 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 328 The whole 
Region is very fruitful of Barren Mountains. 

b. With reference to immaterial things: Prolific; 


abundantly productive. Const. 27, of. 

1835 COVERDALE Cod. i. 10 To be frutefull in all good 
workes, 1667 Mitton P. Z. 11. 337 Golden days, fruitful 
of golden deeds. 1674 Woop Zz/e (O. H. S.) Il. 284 Mar- 
tock in com. Somerset, ever fruitfull in good wits. 1744 
Armstronc Preserv. Health u. 457 We curse not wine: The 
vile excess we blame; More fruitful than th’ accumulated 
board Of pain and misery. 1826 T. I. WHarron in Pa. 
Hist. Soc. Mem. 1. 134 His travels are fruitful of infor- 
mation. 1843 Prescorr Mexico vi. i. (1864) 335 His 
fruitful genius suggested an expedient. 1844 H. H. Witson 
Brit. India V1. 406 A fruitful subject of contention. 1876 
TrEVELYAN Macaulay I. v. 289 The main incidents of that 
Session, so fruitful in great measures. 1885 Public Opinion 
9 Jan. 37/2 Prince Albert Victor..has probably a long and 
fruitful career before him. : 

5. Productive of good results ; beneficial, profit- 
able, remunerative. .Now only of actions, qualities, 
or the like; formerly also of concrete things. 

1386 Cuaucer Pars. T. P 36 And this is fruitful penance 
ayenst tho three thinges, in which we wrathen our Lord 
Jesu Christ. c1440 Yacol’s Well (E. E. T.S.) 228 Ydel- 
nesse & ese wyth-oute fruytfull occupacyoun. 1504 ATKYN- 
son tr. De Imitatione 1. xxv. 178 Holye redynge of frutefull 
doctrine. 1616 Surr. & Marku. Country Farme 316 The 
fruitfullest thing that can be kept about a Countrie-house 
is Bees. 1640 YorKE Union Hon. 4 Robert with his followers 
obtained a fruitfull possession in those parts. 1712 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 303 P 4 Instances of the same great and fruitful 
Invention. 1867 A. Barry Siv C. Barry ix. 303 It had the 
opportunities of rapid and fruitful exercise. 

B. 1475 Bk. Noblesse 56 The noble and fructufulle ex- 
amples of the noble cenatours. 1547-8 Ordre of Communion 
4 His mooste fruictfull and glorious Passion. 1552 LyNDESAY 
Monarche 4788 Lat thay yt fructfull fysche [z.e. the Kirk] 
eschaip thare handis, 


+ Fruitfulhead. Ods. In5 frujtfulhed. [f 
FRUITFUL + -HEAD, -HOOD.] = FRUITFULNESS. 

c1440 Yacol's Well (E. E. T. S.) 238 Wetched softhed & 
neschhed, fru3tfulhed. 

Fruitfully (fr tfuli), adv. 
-LY2,] In a fruitful manner. 

1. So as to produce good results; with good 
effect, beneficially, profitably, edifyingly. 

c1450 tr. De Jmnitatione 1. xviii. 20 Euery tyme pei spendid 
fruytfully. 1597 Hooker Eccl, Pol. v. Ixv. § 5 Odes very 
nature doth hardly yeeld to destroy that which may bee 
fruitefully kept. 1643 Burroucues Lxf, Hosea ix. 311 
That you may be helped fruitfilly to read much Scripture. 
1658 C. Carrwricut (¢7¢/e) A Practical and Polemical Com- 
mentary..on the Whole Fifteenth Psalm. Wherein the 
Text is learnedly and fruitfully explained. 1894 Advance 
(Chicago) 29 Apr., It is the mission of others to illustrate 
and to show how to think, wisely, deeply, fruitfully. 

+ 2. a. Copiously, fully. b. In such a manner 


as to be prolific. Obs. vare. 


[f& FRuirrun + 


FRUITFULNESS. 


16or Suaks, AZ/’s Well ut. ii. 73 La. You vnderstand me. 
Clo. Most fruitfully. 1605 — Lear wv. vi. 270 If your will 
want not, time and place will be fruitfully offer’d. a@ 1684 
Eart Roscommon Virgil's Sixth Eclogue 45 How scatter’d 
Seeds of Sea, and Air, and Earth, And purer Fire.. did fruit- 
fully unite. 

Fruitfulness (fr7tfulnés), [f. Frurrrun + 
-NESS.] The quality, fact, or state of being fruitful, 
in senses of the adj. 

1. Fertility in crops ; exuberant production. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. xvu. Ixi. (1495) 637 The 
fygge tree .. hath that name of fruitfulnesse, for it is more 
fruytfull than other trees. 16x T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 
1. xvi. (1634) 85 As though the fruitfulnesse of one yeare were 
not the singular blessing of God. 160z WeEveR Mirr. Mart. 
Bij, A ground Which thrice a yeere her fruitfulnes did show. 
1695 Lp. Preston Boeth. 1. 18 note, Named Felix... famous 
for its Fruitfulness and Number of Cities. 1775 Apatr Amer. 
Ind. 184 The vine was..a symbol of fruitfulness. 1879 
Cassell’s Techn, Educ. 1. 245 Some idea of its [banana’s] 
fruitfulness may be gathered from the statement [etc.]. 

concr. 1649 Roperts Clavis Bibl. 80 And plentifully he 
did eate The fruitfulnesses of the field. 

2. Fertility in offspring ; fecundity. 

1624 GATAKER Tvansubst. 138 By that blessing hee be- 
stowed fruitfulnesse upon them. 1647 FuLLER Good Th. in 
Worse T. (1841) 120 That water .. proved like the spa unto 
her, so famous for causing fruitfulness. 1702 Appison Diad. 
Medals ii. 93 The Cornu-copiz in her hand is a type of her 
fruitfulness. 1846 McCuttocu Acc. Brit. Empire (1854) 
I. 420 The increase .. must .. be attributed to an increased 
fruitfulness of the female sex. 

3. Productiveness in general : 

a. of material things. ? Ods. 

1630 R. Fohnson's Kingd. § Commw. 237 The fruitful- 
nesse of the Mines is no whit diminished. 164x J. JAcKSON 
True Evang. T.u, 103 The milkie fruitfulnesse of the Cow. 

b. of immaterial things. Also, profitableness, 
utility ; occas, + liberality. 

1509 Hawes Past, Pleas. x1. xxxvii, He shal attaste the 
well of frutefulness Which Vyrgyl claryfied. 1551 Biste 
Ps, xxxvi. note, The fertilitie and fruitfulnes of the holy 
Ghoste. 1576 FLeminc Panofl. Efpist. 266 To heale that 
up by the fruitfulnesse of physicke. 1604 SHaxs. O¢h. 11. 
iv. 38 This argues fruitfulnesse, and liberal heart. a 1661 
FuLier Worthies (1840) III. 87 It [woad] giveth them 
{colours] truth and fruitfulness. 1702 Appison Dial. Medals 
ii, 52 Shows at the same time the great fruitfulness of the 
Poet’s fancy. 1833 Lams Elia, Product. Mod. Art, To the 


lowest subjects .. the Great Masters gave loftiness and . 


fruitfulness. 188 J. R. Intincwortu Ser. Coll. Chapel 
150 The fruitfulness of the fragmentary lives of old. 

Fruiting (fr#tiy), vd/. 5b. [f. Fruir v. + 
-InG!,] The action of the vb. Frurr; the process 
of bearing fruit. +In early use concr.: Offspring. 

a 1300 Cursor M, 12257 (Gott.) Pat be geld pair fruiting 
find. 1862 Anstep Channel Isl, 1. xxi. (ed. 2) 488 A..white 
frost, will. .check the fruiting of the trees for several years, 
1871-2 H, Macmititan True Vine iii. 115 The period of.. 
fruiting is accelerated. .by grafting. 

Fruiting (frvtin), A/c. [f. Frurr v, +-1nc2,] 
Bearing fruit. 

1778 Cowrer Let. 3 Dec., He has presented me with six 
fruiting pines. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 178 Galium uli- 
ginosum..fruiting pedicels erect. 1872 OLIVER Elem. Bot. 
m1. 289 [Of Horsetail] The fertile or fruiting stem is un- 
branched. 1894 Frora A. STEEL Potter's Thumb (1895) 161 
A shingled hut, hung with flowering, fruiting gourds. 

Fruition (fr7i:fon). Forms: 5-6 fruicion, 
-yon, fruycion, (5 fruycon), fruyssyon, 6 frui- 
tioun, fruytion, 6- fruition. [a. OF. fruzssion, 

fruttion, fruycion, ad. L. fructionem, n. of action 
f. fruz to enjoy: see FRUIT sd. ] 

The action of enjoying; enjoyment, pleasurable 
possession, the pleasure arising from possession. 
+ ln the fruition of =in the possession of. 

1413 Pilgr. Sow/e (Caxton 1483) 1v. xxviii. 75 An aungel 
hath that knowynge of his creatour by very fruycion. c 1450 
Cov, Myst. (Shaks. Soc.) 86 Contryssyon, Compassyon, and 
Clennes, And that holy mayde Fruyssyon. 1554 Latimer in 
Strype Zecl. Mem. 111, App. xxxv. 98 If we live by hope let 
us desire the end and fruition of our hope. 1600 Haxtuyr 
Voy. (1810) III. 57 We had when so disposed, the fruition 
of our bookes. 1632 Lirncow 7vav. v. 179 Solyman 
entred the Toune as conquerour..It is ever since in the 
fruition of Turkes. ¢1655 A. Siwney 77eat. Lovein 19th Cent. 
Jan. (1884) 6x It is very certaine that all desire is for fruition. 
1711 Appison Sect. No. 256 P 7 An Object of Desire placed 
out of the Possibility of Fruition. 1855 THackEray Vew- 
comes 1, 20 Repaid by such a scant holiday and _ brief 
fruition, 1883 19¢% Cent. May 854 In the contemplation 
and fruition of the Uncreated Good. 

q Erroneously associated with Frurr. 

(The blunder is somewhat common both in England and 
in the U.S., but is not countenanced by Dictionaries in this 
country, nor by Webster or Worcester.) 

1885 Harper's Mag. May 906 The greenish nuts, ripened 
as always from the flowers of the previous year and now in 
their full fruition. 1889 Century Dict., Fruition, a coming 
into fruit or fulfilment. 1895 Standard Dict., Fruition, 
the bearing of fruit; the yielding of natural or expected 
results; realization, fulfilment. 

Fruitist (fr7tist). [f. Frurr 5d. +-1st.] One 
who cultivates fruit. 

1824 B. Maunp (¢7#/e) Fruitist: a Treatise on Orchard 
and Garden Fruits. 1848-61 (¢7¢/e) The florist, fruitist and 
garden miscellany. 1849 ///or7s¢ 52 Our space prevents our 
doing more than warmly recommending such of our readers 
as are fruitists to procure this work. : 

Fruitive (frvitiv), a. [ad. med.L. fructivus, 
in unio fruitiva (Thomas a Kempis); f. L. fru-7 
(see FRuITION).] Consisting of, arising from, or 
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producing fruition or enjoyment ; having the faculty 
or function of enjoying. 

1635 Rous Myst. Marr. (1653) 263 A spiritual conjunction 
& the excesses of a fruitive union. 1648 Boyte Seraph. 
Love xxvi. (1700) 154 To whet our Longings for Fruitive 
(or experimental) knowledge. 1668 Howe Bless. Righteous 
(1825) 77 This vision is fruitive, unites the Soul with the 
blessed object. @1866 J. Grote Treat. Mor. Ideals (1876) 
293 Utilitarianism. .looks upon man as fruitive, or enjoying, 
in the first instance, and active only in the second instance. 

Fruitless (fr#tlés), a. [f. Furr sd. + -Luss.] 
Devoid of fruit. 

1. Not producing fruit ; barren, sterile. + Ravely 
of animals: Not producing offspring, unfruitful. 

1513 Brapsuaw St, Werburge (1887) 806 With whom this 
lady lyued a longe season Barrayn and fruyteles of gene- 
racion, 1546 Szpplic. Poore Commons (EK. E.T.S.) 92 
Rotton and fruyteles trees, 1596 Hdw. ///, 1. ii. 151 The 
ground..seemes barrayne, sere, vnfertill, fructles [ed. 1599 
fruitles], dry. 1601 HoLttanp Pliny I, 224 Such begotten 
in this maner..are themselues barren and fruitles, vnable 
either to beare or beget yong. 1615 CrooKr Body of Man 
230 We see some women which haue conceyued to become 
fruitlesse for a space. 1634 Ratnsow Ladour (1635) 3 Christ 
.-had power..to turne the fruitlesse desarts into kitchins. 
1725 BrapLey Fam. Dict. s.v. Fuly, Diligently removing, 
either by Pinching or the Knife, all weak and fruitless 
Shoots. 1800 Stuart in Owen Wedlesley’s Desp. 571 The 
part that does not belong to us is savage and fruitless, 
1851 Ruskin Stones Ven. II. iv. $17.69 The root of a fruit- 
less tree. 

2. Yielding no profit or advantage; producing 
no effect or result; inefficacious, ineffectual, un- 
profitable, useless ; empty, idle, vain. 

1340 Hampote Pr. Conse. 5666 Ik idel worde, spoken in 
vayne, Pat es to say, pat war fruytles. 1500-20 Dunbar 
Poems \xvi. 2 This waverand warldis wretchidness, The 
failzeand and frutless bissiness. 1580 SIDNEY Arcadia 1. 
(1605) 44 The basest and fruitlessest of al passions. 1590 
Suaks. Mids. N. 1. ii. 371 When they next wake, all this 
derision Shall seeme a dreame, and fruitlesse vision. 1611 
Bistr Wisd. xv. 4 An image spotted with diuers colours, 
the painters fruitlesse labour. 1697 Dampier Voy, 1, ix. 
25r Our search was..fruitless. 175x JoRTIN Seviz. (1771) 
V. ili. 49 Vows which often end in fruitless regrets. 1849 
Macautay Hist. Eng, 1. 298 The liberality of the nation 
had been made fruitless by the vices of the government. 
1878 Mortry Crit. Misc., Carlyle 202 It is fruitless to go to 
him for help in the solution of philosophic problems. 

3. a. Of persons: Not attaining one’s object ; 
unsuccessful. b. Const. of Unable to produce 


or utter (words). rare. 

1843 CarLyLE Past § Pr.1. vi, The Devil and the Dream 
both fled away fruitless. 1858 — Fredk. Gt. 1v. v. (1865) 
I. 309 He storms and rages forward .. but .. has to retire 
fruitless, about daybreak, himself wounded. 1869 LoweLL 
Under the Willows Poet. Wks. (1880) 195 Dumbly felt with 
thrills Moving the lips, though fruitless of the words. 

Hence Frui'tlessly adv., Frui‘tlessness. 

1612-15 Bre. Hatt Contempl., O. T. x1. v, Then she had 
griefe from her own fruitlesnesse. 1626 Massincer Rov, 
Actor tv.i, You have but fruitlessly laboured to sully A white 
robe of perfection. 1727 W. Matuer Yug. Man's Comp. 
72 Time fruitlesly pass’d away, will in the end cause an 
aking Heart. 179r Mrs. RapciirFE Row. Forest xi, She 
saw the inconvenience and fruitlessness of opposition. 1858 
Froupe Hist. Eng. IV. xviii. 55 Policy had laboured for a 
union, and had laboured fruitlessly. 1872 Lippon Ze. 
Relig. v. 184 If by ‘God’ is meant only [etc.]..we need not 
read Spinoza to convince ourselves of the fruitlessness of 
prayer. 

Fruitlet (frztlét). [f. Frurr sd.+-uur.] A 
little fruit ; Bot., a single member of an aggregate 
fruit: see AGGREGATE @. 5. 

1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 495 If the carpels do not cohere, 
each forms a part of the fruit, or a fruitlet. 1883 G. ALLEN 
Col. Clout’s Cal. xxi. 119 The blackberry and raspberry ; 
where the individual fruitlets grow soft, sweet, and pulpy. 

Fruitling (fr7#tliy). [f Frorr sd.+ -11ne.] 
A small fruit; in material and immaterial sense. 

1876 J. Exus Caesar in Egypt 247 Time lost! in ac- 
quiring some fruitlings of error. 1891 Cham), Frul. Feb, 
107/2 A mango tree with two small green fruitlings on it, 

+ Fruituously, adv. Ods.-! Altered form 
of Frucruovus.y, after FRuIt. 

c 7450 tr. De Imitatione 1. xiv. 16 Euere he laborip fruytu- 
ously. 

+ Fruwiture. Ods.-1 [As ifad. L. */ruztira, 
f. fruz to enjoy: see Fruit,] Fruition. 

# 1653 G. Dantex /dy/Z i. 99 To give the fruiture of each 
esire. 

Fruity (frzti), 2. [f. Frorr 5.+-v1.] 

1. Of or pertaining to or resembling fruit. 

1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 72 A fruity taste. 181 
L. Hunt Let. to C. C. Clarke in Gentl. Mag. May (1876 
600 All that is fine, floral, and fruity. 1850 BLAckIE 
AE schylus 1. 8r The flowery calix, full surcharged With 
fruity promise. 1858 BusHne.u Wat. § Supernat. iv. (1864) 
gz The succulent peach gathers its fruity parts .. about the 
nut or stone. @186r Mrs, Brownine Le¢t. R. H. Horne 
(1877) II. 131, I never saw a blooming girl of sixteen with a 
more fruity hopefulness in her countenance. 

2. Of wine: Having the taste of the grape, 

1851 D. Jerroip S¢. Giles xxvii, 281 A glass of good fruity 
port—and yours is capital. 1855 A¢henwum 13 Oct, 1194 
Genuine Masdeu is a very fine fruity wine, 

Hence Frui'tiness. 

1869 Contemp. Rev. XI. 357 Appreciating critics who write 
about its [a picture’s] fruitiness, and juiciness, and_pulpi- 
ness. 1895 Daily News 10 Apr. 4/7 The wines of the last 
vintage. .are wanting in ripeness and fruitiness, 


+ Frumberdling. 0ds. [OE.frumbierdling, 


FRUMENTY. 


Srumbyrdling, £. frum-a first + beard beard (with 
umlaut of ea to ze)+-LING.] A youth. 

c1000 Supp. Atlfric’s Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 171/22 Pube 
venus, frumbyrdling. c1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 41 He frum- 
berdlinges binimed undeawes and gode teched. 

+Frume. Ods. Also 1 fruma, 3-4 frome. 
LOE. frama wk. masc.: see FORME a.] Beginning, 

Beowulf2309 Wes se fruma ezeslic. cro00 Ags. Gosp. Matt. 
xix. 4 Se be on fruman worhte, he worhte wzpmann znd 
wif-mann. ¢ 1205 Lay. 13265 Pe frume wes vnhende: & al 
swa wes be ende. axz2so Owl § Night. 476 Hit is gode 
monne i-wone, An was from the worlde frome, That [etc.]. 
13.. Six Benes 3197 (MS. A.) Ich bidde the at the ferste 
frome That [etc.]. ¢1380 Sir Herumb, 1104 Speke we atte 
frome Of Erld Olyuer & his felawes. 

+Erument. Os. [ad. L. friiment-2m corn, 
f. frugu- root of fruz to enjoy.] 

» Gorn: 

c1440 Lype. St, Albon (1534) Aiij, Grayne of this frument 
was this man Albon. c1510 Barctay Mirr. Gd. Manners 
(1570) Ciij, Fulsome fieldes habundaunt of frument. 1601 
Hottanp Ply xvii. vii. 560 When the Bruers steep their 
wheat or frument in water. 

2. =FRUMENTY I. 

1494 Fasyan Chron. vu. 599 Frument with venyson. 1677 
GaLe Crt. Gentiles II, 111. 173 Bread, and Fruments [orig. 
pultes] and Wine. 

Frumentaceous (fr#ménté!-fas), a. [f. late 
L. friimentace-us (f. L. fritimentum corn) + -ous.] 
Of the nature of or resembling wheat or other 


cereals. ot. (see quot. 1841). 

1668 WiLkins Real Char. 70 Frumentaceous; Such whose 
seed is used by men for food. 1721~g2 BaiLey, /rumzen- 
taceous plants. 1 84x MaunvEeR Sez. § Lit. Treas., 
Frumentaceous, in botany an epithet for plants that have 
their stalks pointed, and their leaves like reeds, bearing 
their seed in ears, like corn, 

+ Frumental, 2. Ods. rare. [ad. L. fritmen- 
tal-em, f. friimentum corm: see -AL.] Of or per- 
taining to corn or grain. 

1670 R. Wittie in Phil. Trans. V. 1076 Any Vinous or 
Frumental Spirit. 

+ Frumenta‘rian, a. Rom. Ant. Obs. rare. 
[f. L. frimentari-us, f. friimentum corm + -An.] 
=next. Only in Frumentarian law, i.e. a law 
providing for the distribution of corn at low rates. 

1652 Observ. Forms Govt, 31 They..humoured the Com- 
mons by the Agrarian and frumentarian Laws. 

Frumentarious (frméntérias), a. 
[f. as prec.+-ous.] Of or pertaining to corn. 

1670-81 in Biount Glossogr. 1806 Syp. Smitu in Mem. 
(1855) II. 24 Horner, the frumentarious philosopher. 

+Frumentary, @. Obs. rare. [ad. L. fri- 
mentart-us: see prec.] =F RUMENTARIAN a. 

1656 Eart Monm, Advt. fr. Parnass. 10 Those seditious 
Frumentary, and Agrarian Laws. 

Frumentation (fr/méntéi-fon). Rom. Ant. 
[ad. L. fritmentation-em, f. friimentari to furnish 
with corn, f. friimentum corn.) (See quot. 1861.) 

1623 in CockERAM. 1721-92 in Baitey. 1861 J. G. 
SueppearD Fall Rome i.28 The third class .. lived upon the 
‘frumentations’, or public largesses of corn. 

+Frumento'se, @ Ods. rare. [as if ad. L. 
*friimentos-us, f. friimentum com; see -OSE.] ‘ Full 
of corn’ (1727 BaILey, vol. II). 

Frumenty (frzménti), furmety (fo-1méti). 
Forms; a, 4 frumentee, 5 frumyte, 6-7 frumen- 
tie, -tye, 7 frummetry, 7, 9 fromenty, 7-9 
frumet(t)y,8 frumentary, 9 fromety, frumerty, 
-arty, frummaty, -ety, 5- frumenty. 8B. 4-5 
furmente, 5, 6, 9 -ty, 6 fermeté, fer-, fir-, four-, 
fur-, fyrmentie, -ye, 7 fir-, formity, formety, 
8-9 fu(r)metry, furmetree, -etty, 7-9 furmety, 
-ity. [ME. frumentee, furmente, a. OF. frumentée, 
fourmentee, £. frument, fourment (mod.F. fro- 
ment) :—late popular L. */rimentum = class. L. 
Srimentum corn.]} 

1. A dish made of hulled wheat boiled in milk, 


and seasoned with cinnamon, sugar, etc. 

2a1400 Morte Arth, 180 Flesch fluriste of fermysone 
with frumentee noble, c1460 J. RusseLy Bk. Nurture 383 
Fatt venesoun with frumenty. 1483 Cath. Angl._144/2 
Frumyte, /rumenticium. 1562 TurNER Herbal 11. Ke b/t 
Frumentie made of sodden wheate. 1732 Acc. Workhouses 
11 Dinner. . Frumetty and Beer at 3 o’clock. 1820 W. IrvinG 
Sketch Bk. 11. 68 The Squire made his supper of frumenty, 
a dish made of wheat cakes boiled in milk with rich spices. 
1860 Gro. Exior Mil on Fl. I]. 153 Mothers..who made 
their butter and their fromenty well. , 

B. 201390 Form of Cury in Warner Antig. Culin. 15 
Make furmente as before. c1483 Caxton Vocad. 6b, 
Furmente whiche is made of whete. 1544 PHAER Regi. 
Life (1560) Gv, Peasen, beanes, mylke, cheese, ryse, and 
firmentie. a@1616 Beaum. & FL. Bonduca. ii, He'll finde 
you out a food that needs no teeth nor stomack; a strange 
formity Will feed ye up as fat as hens i’th forehead. 
1796 Sporting Mag. VIII. 220 John Gawston, eat such a 
quantity of what is called furmety. .that he actually burst ! 
1827 Care Sheph. Cal. 56 The high bowl .. Fill’d full of 
furmety. 1859 Mrs. GaskeLt Round the Sofa 42 We had 
.. furmenty on Mothering Sunday. 1864 Knicut Passages 
Wrkg. Lifel.28 On that fourth Sunday in Lent, I regularly 
feasted on Furmety. 

+2. A kind of wheat or spelt. Ods. 

1600 SurFLET Country Farme v. xvii. 687 Furmentie is 
that which the Latines call A/ica or Chondrus, and it is a 
kinde of wheate, whereof. .is made a kinde of grosse meale, 

| resembling oatmeale, 1601 Hottanp Pliny xviii. xxiii. 582 





rare. 


FRUMEKENNED. 


After thé Frumentie or Spike corn be taken off, there be 
pulse sowed three times, one after another. 
3. Wheat mashed for brewing. vave (?720mce-use). 
1882 tr. 7ausing’s Beer iv. 197 The wheat is crushed and 
mixed with water. This frumenty is allowed to ferment. 
4. Comb., as frumenty- or furmety-corn, -kettle, 
-pot,-seller. Also frumenty sweat (see quot. 1847). 
1535 CoVERDALE 2 Sam, xvii. 19 The woman .. strowed 
firmentye corne theron. c15s0 Wyl Bucke His Test. 
(Halliw.) 43,1 bequeth my grece to .. the fermeté potte. 
1623 Massincer Bondman i. iii, Licking his lips Like a 
spaniel o’er a furmenty-pot. 1668 R. L’Estrrance V7s. 
Quev. (1708) 127 Simpering like a Frumety-Kettle. 1847 
HAcuiwe-t s.v., A person in a dilemma is said to be in a 
frumenty sweat. 1889 T. Harpy A/ayor of Casterbridge i, 
The furmity seller decided to close for the night. 


+Frumkenned, ///. a. Ols. [OE. frum- 
cenned, f. frum-a first + cenned, pa. pple. of cernan 


to bear.] First-born. 

c893 K. AEtrreD Ovos. 1. vii. § 1 Ealle 3a cnihtas and 
ealle Sa mzdena be on bem lande frumcennede wzron. 
c1000 Ags, Gosp. Matt. i. 1 Heo cende hyre frum-cennedan 
[c1160 Hatton kennede] sunu. c1175 Lamb. Hom, 87 
Godes engel..acwalde on elche huse. .frumkenede childe. 


+Fru‘mmagemed, ///. Cant. Obs. (See 


quots. ) 

azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Frummagem'd, choaked. 
1785 Grose Dict. Vule. Tongue, Frummagem’d, choak'd, 
strangled, or hauged. 


+ Fru‘mmer. Obs. rare. [? var. of FRuMPER. ] 

1659 TorriAno, Taccagnatore, a chuff, a caviller, a 
frummer, a niggardly wretch. 

Frump (frymp), sd. [Of unknown origin; pos- 
sibly shortened from FRUMPLE.] 

+1. 2A sneer, ?a derisive snort. Ods. 

1589 R. Harvey P2. Perc. 4 You vse the nostrils too 
much, and to many vnseasoned frumps [to a man, as if he 
were a horse]. 1592 GREENE Disfut. 24, I gaue him 
slender thankes, but with such a frump that he perceiued 
how light I made of his counsayle. 1650 Trapp Com. 
Deut. xxiii. 4 As God takes notice of the least courtesie 
shewed to his people .. so he doth of the least discourtesie, 
even to a frown or a frump. . 

+2, Amocking speech or action; aflout,jeer. Ods, 

1553 TI. Witson Vet. (1580) 188 You brought a shillyng 
to ninepence ., and so gave hym a frumpe euen to his face. 
1598 BarckLey Vedic. Man (1631) 99 Esteeming those 
things as the frumps of fortune, which ye exalt above the 
skies and take for felicitie. 1616 Beaum. & FL. Scornf. 
Lady i. iii, Sweet Widow leave your frumps, and be 
edified. 1651 Howe t in Cartwright's Poems b 8b, They 
dash thee on the Nose with frumps and rapps. «@ 1700 
B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Frump, a dry Bob, or Jest. 

+ 8. A derisive deception, a hoax. Ods. 

1593 Hottypanp /y, Dict. (Halliw.), To tell one a lie, to 
give a frumpe. 1668 Davenant JZan’s the Master ui. i, 
‘These are a kind of witty frumps of mine like selling of 
bargains. 1791 PrccE Derbicisms Ser. u. (E. D.S.), 
Frump, an untruth, a story. 

4. fl. Sulks, ill-humour. Now dal. 

1668 Drypen Lvening’s Love iv. i, Not to be behind 
hand with you in your Frumps, I give you back your 
Purse of Gold. 1678 — Kind Kfr. 1.i, Why should you 
be in your frumps, Pug, when I design only to oblige you? 
1823 Scorr Peveril xl, When the Duchess of Portsmouth 
takes the frumps. 1823 Moor Suffolk Words s.v., If insolent 
withal, she [a cross old woman] would be said to be frumpy 
or /rumpish or ‘in her frumps’. 

5. A cross, old-fashioned, dowdily-dressed woman. 


Also rarely, said of a man. 

1817 Gopwin Mandeville 1. xi. 261 They voted me a prig, 
a frump, afogram. 1840 Barnam /vgol. Lee., Hamilton 
Tighe 97 Allthe best trumps Get into the hands of the other 
old frumps. 1859 G. Merepitu 2. Feverel xiii, I looked a 
frump. 1888 Riper Haccarp Col. Quaritch I. 231 ‘Hang 
me ..if she has not taken up with that confounded old 
military frump’. 

b. said of a dowdy dress. 

1886 G. R. Sims Ring o' Bells, &c. ix. 229 She taught me 
.. how to make pretty dresses..for half what my ugly old 
frumps of gowns. .used to cost me. 

Frump (frymp),v. [Connected with Frump sd.] 

1. trans. To mock, flout, jeer; to taunt, insult, 
browbeat, snub. 70 /rump off: to put off with 
jeering answers. Obs. or arch. 

1577-87 HoLinsHED Chron. II. 34/t He taketh the man to 
be overlavish of his pen in frumping of his adversaries with 
quipping taunts. 1606 HoLttanp Szefon. 149 Whom.. 
Caius was wont to frump and flout in most opprobrious 
termes as a wanton and effeminate person. a 1625 FLet- 
CHER Chances i. i, Was ever Gentlewoman So frumpt off 
witha foole? 1655 GurNaLL Chr. in Arm. 1. 116 God suffers 
somtimes the infirmities of his people to be known by the 
wicked (who are ready to check and frump them for them). 
1753 School of Man 288 How can your spirit bear that 
Aglae shall daily be frumping you. 

Plerron, 1841 Tait’s Mag. VIII. 561 Conceiting himself, 
when he is only frumping the face of his own whim, to be 
beating..a whole world of buckramed giants into jelly. 

+ 2. zutr. To scoff, mock. Const. at. Ods. 

1566 Drant Horace's Sat. 11. Biijb, One Mevius did frumpe 
and floute at Nevie then awaye. 1583 Gotpinc Calvin on 
Deut. xiv. 81 These skoffers which are alwayes frumping. 
16rr Dekker Roaring Girle Wks. 1873 III. 202 We are 
but frumpt at and libell’d vpon. 1662 Rump Songs u. 60, 
I do not love for to frump. [1851 S. Jupp Margaret xvii. 
(871) 148 The riders screamed, cross-bit, frumped and 
hooted at each other.] 

+38. To sulk, be in a bad temper. Ods. 

1693 SouTHERNE Maid’s Last Prayer 11. i, My wife 
frump’d all the while and did not say one word, 

4. trans. To put in a bad humour, vex. 

1862 H. Marrvat Vear in Sweden 11, 59 Gustaf, frumped 
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at the non-arrival of the Garter, placed the portrait of 
Charles Edward..opposite his own in the palace. 
Hence Fru‘mping v//, sb, Also Fru'mper, one 


who ‘ frumps’. 

1598 Frorio, Motteggtatore, a frumper, giber or iester, 
aquipper. 161x CotcGr., Mocguerie ..a mocking, flowting, 
scoffing, frumping. /2/d., Mocgueur, a mocker, flowter, 
frumper. 1664 Corton Poet. Wks. (1765) 31 Pray young 
Man leave off your Frumping. 1677 Hotyoxe Lat. Dict., 
A frumper, saznzo. 


+Frumpery. Ods. [f. Frump sd, + -mry.] 
Abuse, mockery ; also, a flout, mock, or sneer. 

1583 STanyHuRST eis, etc. (Arb.) 145 With bitter 
frumperye taunting. 1653 Urgunart Xadelais 1. xl, 
Which is the cause wherefore he hath of all men mocks, 
frumperies and bastonadoes, e 

Frumping (frv'mpin), #//. a. [f. Frump v. + 
-1nG2.] That frumps; mocking, scoffing, jeering. 

1577 HotinsueD Chron, (1807-8) II. 24 This frumping 
speech so moued the king, that, [etc.]. 1609 HoLtanp Am, 
Marcell, xxx. iv. 387 Aisops frumping scoffes or fables. 
a1652 Brome Damoitselle u. Wks. 1873 1. 403 The frumping 
Jacks are gone. 

Hence Fru'mpingly adv. 

1576 Fieminc tr. Caius’ Dogs in Arb. Garner III. 267 
[Dogs] which some, frumpingly, term Fisting Hounds. 

Frumpish (fro'mpif), a. [f. Frump sd. + -1sH.] 
Disposed to mock or flout; jesting, sneering ; also, 


cross, ill-tempered. 

1647 Wuarton Pluto's Progr. Gt. Brit. 15 Thy lowring 
acon ane makes me dumpish, For to see my Love so frump- 
ish. @1668 Davenant Play-House to be Let Wks. (1673) 
116 When Fortune frumpish is, who e’re withstood her? 
1757 Foote Author u. Wks. 1799 I. 155 Methought she 
looked very frumpish and jealous. 1820 Keats & Hunt 
Keats’ Wks. (1889) III. 35 Sucha frumpish old fellow, 1882 
Miss Brappon M¢. Royal I. ii. 47 ‘The companion sour 
and frumpish. 

+ Frumple, 54. Ods. 
next vb.] A wrinkle. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 181/2 Frumpylle, ruga. 1490 Cax- 
ton Exeydos xxviii. 111 Grete ryueles and fromples that 
putte oute the beaulte of the playsaunte vysage. 

Fru'mple, v. Oés. exc. dial. Also 5-6 from- 
ple, 5 frompel, 6 frompill. [?ad. Du. verrom- 
pelen (Kilian) of same meaning, f. ver-=For- + 
vonipelen to RUMPLE. ] 

1. ¢rans, To wrinkle, crumple. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. v. |. (1495) 168 The flesshe 
in the buttockes is fromplyd and knotty. ¢1489 Caxton 
Sonnes of Aymon i. 48 He frompeled his forhede and 
knytted his browes. 1493 Mestival/ (W. de W. 1515) 112b, 
She founde all his clothes frompled. 1578 LyrE Dodoens 
vi. iv. 660 The leaves are not smoth, but crompled or 
frompled. 161x Corcr., Plionner, to wrinkle, crumple, 
frumple. 1825-80 Jamieson, /yw22fle, to crease, to crumple. 
1828 Craven Gloss. (ed. 2), Frumple, to wrinkle, to ruffle or 
disorder. 

2. ?To rumple, tumble. 

@1529 SKELTON Manerly Margery 16 What wolde ye 
frompill me? now fy! 

Hence Fru'mpled ///. a. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 181/2 Frumplyd, rugatus. 1896 
Warwicksh. Gloss. s.v., A frumpled pinafore. 

Frumpy (frvmpi), a. [f. Frump sd. + -y!.] 
Cross-tempered ; also, like a frump, dowdy. 

1746 Clan Ronaldsmen in Yacobite Songs (1887) 238 The 
frumpy forward Duke. a@1825 Forsy Voc. £. Anglia, 
frumpy, having a sour and ill-humoured look. c 1840 
J. Mitrorp in C. J7.’s Lett. & Remin. (1891) 181 He is as 
old-fashioned and frumpy as if he had never been out of 
college. 1845 Blackw. Mag. LVII. 243 An old, faded, 
frumpy bonnet. 1849 Dickens Dav. Coff. xliv, | have been 
a grumpy, frumpy, wayward sort of a woman, a good many 
years. 1882 Miss Brappon JM/¢. Royal xxvii, She was 
frumpy and dowdy. 

+Frumrese. Ods. In 3 frumres. [f. OF. 
Jrum-a first + rs rush.) A first attack, onslaught. 

c 1205 Lay. 8655 A°t pon frum resen; he feolde. .feowerti 


hundred. 
+ Frumschaft. Ods. [OE. frumsceaft, f. 


Srum-a first + sceaft creation, f. scéeppan to SHAPE. ] 
First formation, creation. 

Beowulf ot Szezde, se pe cube frumsceaft fira feorran 
reccan. cgoo tr. beda's Hist. 1v. xxv. [xxiv.] (1890) 344 
pa cwed he : Hwet sceal ic singan? Cwad he:Sing me 
frumsceaft. @ 1225 Fv/iava3 In ure lauerdes luue be feader 
is of frumscheft. a1225 St. Marher. 20 Pu folckes feder of 
frumschaft schuptest al the ischapen is. 

+Frumth. Ods. Forms: 1 frym® (? errone- 
ously frumd), frym®o, 2 frem%, 2-3 frumd, south. 
vrumd, Orm.frumm®s. [OE. frymd, Northumb. 
Srymodo, fem. f. frum adj., original.] Beginning. 

cg950 Lindisf. Gosp. Matt. xxv. 34 From frymdo middan- 
zeardes. ax1000 “lene 345 (Gr.) Frumda god. a 1000 Boeth, 
Metr. xi. 75 Hi..sculon pone ilcan ryne eft zecyrran be at 
frymde. ¢ 1200 OrMiIN 18555 Piss wass i frummbe wibp sob 
Godd. a1225 Ancr. R. 104 Ich seide. .ide frumBe of pis tale, 
1z.. Duty Chr. 30in O. £. Misc. 142 He [Crist] hit haued 
al bibouht be frum@e to pon ende. 

+Fru'ndel. Ods. Forms: 6 frondaille, 
frundle, 6-7 frundel(l, 7 frundele. [app. a var. 
of farundell, FARTHINGDEAL.] A dry measure; by 
Ray said to be equal to two pecks. 

Quot. 1641 seems to identify the /ruudel and the peck. 
This appears more probable than Ray’s statement, if the 
word means etymologically ‘quarter’ (of a bushel); but 
the discrepancy may admit of being explained, as Ray 
mentions the existence of a ‘bushel’ twice as large as the 
standard bushel. 

c 1550 Bottesford Manor Rec. (N. W. Linc. Gloss.), From 


Also 5 fromple. [f. 











FRUSH,. 


martyngmes to mydsomer i frondaille off malt. 1557 in 
Antiquary Dec. (1888) 20, i frundell of barlye. 1641 Best 
Farm. Bks, (Surtees) 68 Many will putte to a pecke or 
frundell of malte..to make it both stronge and likewise to 
keepe well. 1673 Yorksh. Dial. 6 in g Specim. (E. D. S.) 
111 Yous’ ge ma frundel o’ yar grains. 1674-91 Ray V.C. 
Words 28 A Frundele: Two pecks. 

Frunt(e, obs. form of Front, 

Fruntall(e, -elle, obs. forms of FRonTAL. 

Frunter, var. of THRUNTER Sc. (a ewe in her 
fourth year). 

Frunture, var of Fronture, Ods. 

Frush (frvf), sd. Obs. exc, Sc. Also 4-5 
frusche, 4-6 frusshe, (5 frushe, 9 ach. frusch), 
[a. OF. fruis, frois, n. of action f. fruzssier, frois- 
ster; see FRUSH v.] 

+1. A rush, charge, onset, collision. Ods. 

376 Barsour Bruce xu. 292 He and all his cumpany.. 
In-till a frusche all tuk the flycht. cx1400 Melayne 268 
Righte at the firste frusche thay felde Fyve thowsande 
knyghtis. 1412-20 Lypc. Chron. Troy 11. xxi, All ina frushe 
in all the haste they may They ran. @1533 Lp. BeRNERS 
Huon cxxx. 474 So they aprochyd, and al at a frusshe of 
both partyes dasshed together. 

b. The noise caused by this ; the crash of break- 
ing weapons, etc. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xu. 545 Men mycht her, that had 
beyn by, A gret frusche of the speres that brast, 1805 
Soutuey JZadoc 1. xix, With horrible uproar and frush Of 
rocks that meet in battle. 1875 J. VertcH Tweed 144 Of 
mingling spears a shivering frusch. 


2. collect. Fragments, splinters. 

1583 SranyHurst 4ne7s 1, (Arb.) 18 Al the frushe and 
leauings of Greeks. 1819 W. Tennant Pafistry Storm'd 
(1827) 190 Some brak in sma’ The carvit wark,,Sending the 
glory o’ the wa’ In fritter’t frush about. 

Frush (frvf), 50.2. Obs. exc. dial. [Of uncertain 
origin; Topsell’s suggestion (quot. 1607) seems not 
impossible. It might .be plausibly regarded as a 
subst. use of FRUSH a. ; but that word has not been 
found earlier than the present century.] =F Roc 5b.2 
Also (more fully xwnning frush) a disease which 
attacks this part of a horse’s foot ; thrush. 

1607 TorsELL Four-f Beasts (1658) 324 The frush is the 
tenderest part of the hoof towards the heel..and because it 
is fashioned like a forked head, the French men call it 
‘Furchette’ which word our farriers..perhaps for easiness 
sake of pronuntiation, do make it a monosyllable, and pro- 
nounce it the ‘frush’. 1639 T. Dre Gray Compl. Horsem. 
9 Let her shooes be taken off, her feet pared well, the 
Frush and heeles opened, 1688 R. Hotme Avmoury 1. 152/2 
The running of the Frush ; which is a rotten corrupt humour, 
that comes out of his [a horse’s] Leg. 1725 BrapLey Fam. 
Dict. s.v. Hoof, When the Frush is broad, the Heels will 
be weak. 1737 Bracken Marriery Impr. (1757) IL, 32 
A large Coronet is often accompanied with a tender Heel 
and running Frush. 1754 Dict. Arts §& Sc. I1. 1350 Frush, 
or Frog, among farriers, a sort of tender horn which arises 
in the middle of a horse’s sole. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss., 
rush, the thrush, or tender part of a horse's foot. 

[?f. 


Frush (fref), a. Sc. and north. dial. 
Frusu v.; but cf. the synonymous FRoua# a.] 

1. Liable to break; brittle, dry, fragile. Cf. 
Frusny a. 

1802 in Scott Minstr. Scott. Bord. 11. 142 O wae betide 
the frush saugh wand! 1826 Blackw. Mag. XIX. 243 
Frush becomes the whole cover in a few seasons; and not 
a bird can open its wing .. without scattering the straw 
like chaff. 1834 M. Scorr Cruise Midge (1863) 200 The 
bottom of the pulpit being auld and frush the wooden tram 
flew crash through. 1878 Cumberld. Gloss., Frush, ver 
brittle; crumbly, 1880 Antrim § Down Gloss., Frush, 
brittle, as applied to wood, &c.: said of flax when the 
‘shoughs’ separate easily from the fibre. 

Jig. 1823 Gat Lntail I, 59 When we think o’ the frush 
green kail-custock-like nature of bairns, 


2. Soft, not firm in substance. 

1848 T. Airp Frank Sylvan Poet. Wks. 302 They. .peel 
the foul brown film of rind [of the earth-nut] away To the 
pure white, and taste it soft and frush. 1889 Daily News 
12 Noy, 2/r Beef that is in the flabby, unwholesome-looking 
condition that the butchers call ‘frush ’. 

3. Frank, forward, Aderd. (Jam.) ? Obs, 

1779 in ¥. Skinner's Misc. Poetry (1809) 183 Ye’re unco 
frush At praising what’s nae worth a rush, 

Prush(frvf),v. Forms: 4-6 frusch(e,frus(s)he, 
(4 frussche, fruyshe, froche), 6— frush. Also 
(sense 5) 8 frust. [a. OF. frudsster, froissier 
(mod.F’. frozsser) :—popular L. */rustidre to shiver 
in panel f. L. frustum fragment ; see FrustuM.] 

+1. ¢rans. To strike violently so as to crush, 


bruise, or smash. Ods. 

13.. A. Adis, 1814 To frusche the gadelyng, and to bete, 
And none of heom on lyve lete. ¢1380 Wyciir Sevm, Sel. 
Wks. I. 201 Lest pei frushen her owne brest at hard 
stoone. ¢1477 CAxToN F¥ason 138 They frusshed his helme 
and made him a meruaillous wounde in his hede. x 
GrEENE Pandosto (1607) 10 High Cedars are frushed with 
tempests, when lowe shrubs are not toucht with the wind. 
1609 Heywoop Sit. Troy x1. Ixv, With fury each invades 
His opposite their mutual armour frushing. 


+b. with adv. or advb. phrase. Ods. 

¢1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Petrus 588 Harnise and sched & 
body all Fruschit in peciss vndir small. cx1s00 Lancelot 
1201 Thei fond his scheld was fruschit al to nocht. 1534 
More Ox the Passion Wks. 1275(1 Enmyty wil I put 
betwene thee and the woman..she shal frushe thyne head 
in peeces. 1569 Srocker tr. Diod. Sic. 111. ii. 107 He was. . 
frushed and brused to death. 1609 Brste (Douay) Fudg, 
v. 11 The chariottes were frushed together. 


FRUSHING. 


+c. To dash (a person) aback, down, etc. Obs. 
¢1380 Wyciir Servi. Sel. Wks. II. 204 Where evere pis 
spirit takib him he fruyship him doun. c¢1400 Des/y. Troy 
3225 Pai..frusshit hom abake, Jéd. 5931 He frusshet so 
felly freikes to ground. 
+ a. fig. To crush, disable. Obs. 


¢1%470 Henry Wadlace 11. 197 The Sothroune part so 
frusched was that tide, That in the stour thai mycht no 
langar bide. ¢1510 More Picus Wks. 9/1 Refreshing all 
his membres that were bruised and frushed with that feuer. 
1577 Stanynurst Descr. rel. in Holinshed (1807-8) V1. 38 
They are sore frusht with sicknesse. 

+2. intr. To rush violently; also with 27, owt, 
together. Also in comb. again-frushe: see AGAIN- 2. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 161 Horss com thair fruschand, 
hed for hed. cx400 Destr. Troy 11893 Pan the freike shuld 
frusshe out, & a fyre make. /déd. 11927 The grekes.. 
Frushet in felly at the faire yates. c1400 Melayne 469 
A fire pan fro pe crosse gane frusche. c1400 MAuNDEV. 
(1839) xxii. 238 Thei frusschen to gidere fulle fiercely. 
€ 1430 Syr Gener. (Roxb.) 3831 He com frushing, and leid 
on, And sleugh ther many a worthie mon. c¢1450 Merlix 
208 Thei frussht bothe on an hepe, the horse and his 
maister. 

3. trans. To rub harshly, scratch. Ods. exc. dial. 

exr400 Desir. Troy 13940 He..ffowle frusshet his face 
with his felle nailes. ¢ 1430 Lyne. Ain. Poems (Percy) 39 
With his berde he frusshed hir mouthe un-mete. [1877 
N. W. Linc. Gloss., Frush, to rub, to rub bright, to polish. ] 

+4. intr. To break, snap; to break or become 
broken under pressure ; to become crushed. Ods. 
rare. 

x48 Barbour's Bruce xu. 57 (Edin. MS.) The hand-ax- 
schaft..fruschit..in twa. 1665 J. Webs Svtone-Heng 219 
Timber-Work. .to keep the Arras front frushing. 

+5. ¢vans. The technical expression for: a. To 
carve (a chicken) ; cf. BkEAK v, 2b. b. To dress 
(a chub). Oés. 

¢ 1430 Lypc. Hors, Shepe §& G. (Roxb.) 33 A chekyn [is] 
frusshed. 1513 Bk. Keruynge in Babees Bk. (1868) 265 
Termes of a Keruer .. frusshe that chekyn. 1708 W. Kinc 
Cookery 33 Persons of some Rank, and Quality, say, Pray 
cut up that Goose: Help me to some of that Chicken.. not 
considering how indiscreetly they talk, before Men of Art, 
whose proper Terms are, Break that Goose, frust that 
Chicken. 1726 Gentleman Angler 149 Frushed is a Term 
used for a Chub or Chevin when it is dressed ; as to Frush, 
ze. to Dress. 1787 Best Angling (ed.2) 168 Frush a chub, 
dress him. 


6. To straighten, set upright (the feathers of an. 


arrow). Ods. exc. Hest. 

1548 Hatt Chron, (1809) 418 How quikly the Archers 
bent their bowes and frushed theire feathers, 16rx Sreep 
Hist. Gt. Brit. 1x. xix. § 56 The Archers stript vp their 
sleeues, bent their Bowes, and frushed their feathers. 1877 
Miss Yonce Cameos Ser. ut. xx. 189 The archers strung 
their bows and ‘ frushed ’ their arrows, 

Hence + Fru’shing wd/. sb. Obs. 

1375 Barsour Bruce xu. 504 At the assemble thair, Sic a 
frusching of speris wair That fer avay men mycht it her. 
¢ 1530 Lp. Berners Arth. Lyt. Bryt. (1814) 18 Than began 
great .. frusshyng of speres, & bateryng of harneys w* 
swerdes. 1562 BuLLEYN Dial. Soarnes § Chir. 39 b, Kuery 
riuyng, or frushyng of mannes fleshe, whiche maie be. .by 
meanes of a wounde, and without a wounde. 1589 FLorio, 
Ammaccatura..a frushing together, 

+ Fru'shing, 7//. a. Obs. rare. Also 5 Sc. 
fruschand. [f. FrusH v.+-1nc?.] That breaks 
or is liable to break ; brittle. 

¢1470 Henry Wallace 1. 190 O wareide suerd, of tempyr 
neuir trew, Thi fruschand blaid in presoune sone me threw. 
Lbid. 1. 147 The shafft to schonkit off the fruschand tre. 

Hence } Fru‘shingly adv. Obs. 

1659 Torriano, Affristo, by shivers, frushingly, piece- 
meal. 

+Fru‘shy, a. Ods. Also 8 frushey. [f. Frusx 
+-¥l.] Liable to break, brittle, fragile. Cf. 
FRUSH @. I. 

1610 W. ForkincuaM Art of Survey 7 The large and loose 

rained timber of the old Oake and frusshie Ash. 1776 G. 

EMPLE Building in Water 86 Bog Oak Timber is always 
found to be frushey. 

Fruskin, var. of Friskin, Ods. 

+ Frust (frost). Obs. rare. [ad. L. frust-um 
a piece.] A fragment. 

1765 STERNE 7%. Shandy VII. xxxi, Such a story affords 
more fabudum to the brain than all the Frusts, and Crusts, 
and Rusts of antiquity, which travellers can cook up for it. 
1820 Sporting Mag. (N.S.) VI. 165 The top is a mere frust. 

+ Fru'ster, ¢. and sd. Sc. Obs. Also frustar, 
-ir, -yr. [? Back-formation from FRUSTER v. or 
FRUSTRATE. ] 

A. adj. Fruitless, ineffectual, meaningless, vain ; 
empty of (deeds). Also absol. 27 fruster : in vain. 
c1470 Henry Wadlace iv. 345 In frustyr termys I will 
nocht tarry long. x1500-zo Dunsar Poems xvi. 53 He of 
natur that wirker wes and king, Wald no thing frustir put. 
Ibid. \xy. 21 To ws..in our darkness be lampis in schyning: 
Or than in frustar is [all] 3our lang leirning. 1508 — 7a 
Mariit Wemen 190 He has a forme without force, And 
fair wordis but effect, all fruster of dedis. 
B. sd. Frustration, disappointment. 

c1470 Henry Wadlace 1. 313 Quhat suld I spek of frustir? 

+ Fru‘ster, v. Obs. [ad. Fr. frustrer, ad. L. 
JSrustrari: see FRUSTRATE @.] 

1. ¢vans. To balk or defraud of something due or 
expected. Also, to falsify (a prediction). 

1490 CAxton Eneydos xii. 45 Pygmalyon the wolde haue 
frustred of the grete tresours and Rychesses that he awayteth 
to haue of thy somtyme husbande. /did. xxii, 80 Prenos- 
tycatures,.that to her were frustred. 
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2. To bring to nought, render useless ; to frustrate 
(an enterprise) ; to destroy, lay waste, ruin, Also 


intr. for reft. 

1500-20 Dunnar Poems xxi. 78 Quhen flude and fyre sall 
our it frak, And frely frustir feild and fure. 1535 STEWART 
Cron. Scot. (1858) I. 45 [This] wald be caus sone efterwart 
perchance The commoun weill to fruster and to faill. 1570 
Satir, Poems Reform. xviii. 50 Bot God, that hes thy 
Maiestie in cure, Will fruster all thair fulische Interprysis. 
¢1611 Sytvester Du Bartas u. iv. 1. Decay 1127 Have 
these .. Withstood your Fury, and repulst your Powrs, 
Frust’red your Rams, fired your flying Towrs? 


+ Frustilla‘tion. Ods. [f. L. frustill-um a 

small piece + -ation.] A breaking into small 
pieces. In quot. quasi-cozcr. something frag- 
mentary, 


1653 J. Hatt Paradoxes 53 All pleasures here are but 
petty frustillations. 

+Fru'strable, a. Ods. rare. [ad. late L. 
Srustrabilis, {. frustrart: see FRustRAtTE v.] 
Capable of being frustrated or rendered ineffectual. 

1674 Hickman Quinguart. Hist. (ed. 2) 176 The Domini- 
cans, from whom it is likely he got nothing agreeable to the 
Jesuits notion of respective Decrees, and frustrable grace. 
1677 GALE Crt, Gentiles 1v. 404 The Divine Wil is univer- 
sally efficacious, insuperable..nor impedible and frustrable 
in any manner. 


+ Frustra‘neous, @. Ols. Also 7 erron. 
frustaneous. [f. L. type */rustrane-us (f. frustra 
in vain) +-ous. Cf. It. and Sp. frustranco.| Vain, 
useless, ineffectual, unprofitable. 

a1643 J. Suute ¥udgem. & Mercy (1645) 4 Though hee 
saw how frustranious [sic] and empty all his intendments 
and purposes were. 1649 Mitton Zikon. 53 A most insuffi- 
cient and frustraneous meanes, 1653 GAUDEN //ierasp. 74 
Frustaneous and vain desires. 1665 G. Harvey Advice agst. 
Plague 25 Vhis, if frustraneous, is fortified with Diascord. 
or Laud. Op. a1q711 Ken Hymns Festiv. Poet. Wks. 1721 
I. 317 Their real Substance to evade, And have their Force 
frustraneous made, 1780 J. Howie Maithf. Contend. Pref. 
10 It were frustraneous to insist upon a portrait of that here. 

Hence + Frustra‘neously adv., vainly. 

1689 G. Harvey Curing Dis. by Expect. 2 From which 
the Patient day by day frustraneously expecting relief. 


Frustrate (frv'streit), pa. pple. and ffl. a. 
arch. Forms: 5—7 frustrat, (6frustraite), 5—frus- 
trate. [ad. L. frustrat-us, pa. pple. of f/rustrari, 
Jrustrare: see next.] Equivalent to the later 
FRUSTRATED. 

+A. pa. pple. In various senses of the vb. Ods. 


In recent archaistic use the word is prob. viewed by the 
writers as adj. ; see the examples under B, 

1447 BokeNHAM Seyztys (Roxb.) 100 So the abbot frustrat 
went home sory. 1471 Rietey Comp. Alch, v. in Ashm. 
(1652) 148 That thy labor therfore be not frustrate. 1500-zo 
Dunbar Poems xxxv. 40 Sleipand and walkand wes frustrat 
my desyr. 1504 Atkynson tr. De Jmitatione 1. iii. 197 
They be ofte frustrate of that that they truste vpon. 1528 
Garviner in Pocock Rec. Ref I. 1. 103 The said Com- 
mission might be. .frustrate and letted. 1529 Morr Dyaloge 
1. Wks, 236/1 Because the cumming together of the Lordes 
from Grenewiche..shoulde not bee frustrate. 1540-1 ELyor 
Image Gov. 24 Noble Germanicus, who shoulde have 
succeded Tiberius in the empyre, if the treason of Fiso 
hadde not frustrate the truste of the People. 1555 EDEN 
Decades 66 Beinge thus frustrate of the increase of theyr 
seedes. 1606 SHaks. Ant. § Cl. v. i. 2 Go to him, Dolla- 
bella, bid him yeeld, Being so frustrate, tell him, He mockes 
the pawsesthat he makes. 1642 Mitton AZod, Smect. (1851) 
270 He who would not be frustrate of his hope to write well 
hereafter in laudable things, ought him selfe to be a true 
Poem. @1693 Urqunartr Rabelais 11. Prol, 13 He was 
altogether frustrate and disappointed. 


B. ppl. a. 
1. a. Bereft or deprived of, or of the chance o/; 
destitute of. Obs. exc. arch. Cf. Fr. frustré. 


1576 FLeminc Panopl. Epist. 3 Death. .leaveth the body 


frustrate of feeling. 1587 A. Day Daphuis & Chlor., Frus- 
trate was his body of garments. 1602 Futsecke 1st 2. 
Paral. Introd. 1 Such a profitable thing should [not] be 
altogether frustrate of attempt, howsoeuer voide of effect. 
1616 J. Haicin J. Russell //azgs vi. (1881) 140, I am frustrat 
of money, so that I cannot come to Newmarket myself. 
1632 LiruGcow 7yav. iv. 149 Returne againe from whence 
they came frustrate of power, and robbed of obedience. 
1868 Browninc Ring & Bk. wv. 141 The face Of Pietro 
frustrate of its ancient cheer, 1878 — La Saisiaz 364 At 
what moment did I so advance Near to knowledge as when 
frustrate of escape from ignorance. 
+b. Balked, disappointed of Obs. 

1563 Homilies . Sacrament 1. (1859) 439 That the same 
most mercifull worke might..not be frustrate of his end 
and purpose. 1675 Hospes Odyssey x. 412 But of that 
intent I was made frustrate by the Company. 1703 A. B. 
Law Success, Benefices 34 The great Work .. becomes 
frustrate of its End. ; 

2. Failing of effect; ineffectual, fruitless, un- 


availing, useless. ? Ods. 

1529 More Dyaloge 1. Wks. 144/x And finally, then wer 
these wordes frustrate where he said: Lo, I am w* you al 
y° dayes to y® worldes ende. 1600 Maides Mfetamt. 11. i, in 
Bullen O. PZ. I. 131 We wish you to forbeare this frustrate 
mone, 1651 STANLEY Poems 34 And doth relate His frustrate 
sport. 1715-20 Pore /liad vy. 237 Some guardian of the 
skies, Involved in clouds .. turns unseen the frustrate dart 
away. 1785 Martyn Aousseau’'s Bot. x. (1794) 103 The 
florets .. of the ray are imperfect, and therefore abortive or 
frustrate. 1847 R. W. Hamitron Disg. Sabbath i. (1848) 20 
Else were creation a frustrate thing. 

+b. Of a legal document, enactment, or pro- 
ceeding ; Invalid, null, unavailing. Ods. 

1497 Br. Atcock Mons Perfect. Ciij, Without they be 





FRUSTRATE. 


kept in dewe obedyence ben voyde & frustrate. c1555 
HaresrieLp Divorce Hen. VITI (Camden) 46 Whether all 
marriages made against that prohibition were void and 
frustrate it is not very certain. 1590 SwinBuRNE es¢a- 
ments 263 The later testament doth make frustrate the 
former, 1638 Sir R. Corron Adsty. Rec. Tower 6 Thus 
the Parliament continued. .untill the King was out of debt, 
making frustrate the grant. 1664 /lodden F. 1. 6 The 
league therefore and peace is vain And frustrate. 

3. Of a desire, hope, purpose, etc.: Balked, de- 


feated, disappointed, futile. 

1588 Q. Exiz. in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. u. ILI. 138 That 
purposse which we doubte not but by godes goodnes, shall 
prove frustrate. 1647 May Hist. Parl. 1. v. 91 Though 
that expectation were made frustrate by the Earl of War- 
wick. 1700 DrypENn Fables, Meleager & Atalanta 164 And 
multitude makes frustrate the design. 1740 SOMERVILLE 
Hobbinol ut. 348 His frustrate Hopes, and unavailing Pains. 
1863 I. Wittiams Baftistery 11. xxiv. (1874) 93 Men..in 
their frustrate longings still again The weary round of 
earthly things pursue! 1876 Farrar MJarlb, Serm. xxxix. 
395 To all of you pain must come..and many frustrate hopes. 

+4. Idle, vain, purposeless. Ods. 

1500-20 Dunsar Poents ix. 107, I knaw me vicious, Lord, 
and right culpable .. Of frustrat speiking in court, in kirk, 
and table. 1529 More Com/. agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1143/1 So 
were it vndoutedlye frustrate to laye spirituall causes of 
coumforte, to hym that hath no faythe. 1535 Act 27 
Hen. VITL, c. 3 Without frustrate or wilful delay. 

Hence + Fru‘strately adv., in vain. 

1632 Vicars l’7rgil’s Atneid x1. 812 Great Tuscane dames, 
as she their towns past by, Wisht her their daughter in law, 
but frustrately. 

Frustrate (frastreit), v. Pa. pple. 6- frus- 
trated ; 5-7, 9 arch. (see FRUSTRATE ff/e.). [f. L. 
Srustrat- ppl. stem of frustravt to disappoint, f. 
Srustraé in vain. Cf. Fr. frastrer.] 

1. ¢vans. To balk, disappoint (a person). 

1447, 1606 [see FRusTRATE fa. pfle.]. 1663 Woop Life 
(O. H.S.) I. 509 And soe they were frustrated in their 
designes. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. xiii, To improve their 
good sense, in proportion as they were frustrated in ambi- 
tion. 1847 James Convict iii, He had been seldom frustrated 
in life. 1876 Gro, Exior Dan. Der, 1v. xxviii, Gwendolen 
he would certainly not have been sorry to frustrate a little. 

b. Const. of (a desired object). Now rare. 

1548 Uvatt, etc. Zrasm. Par. Matt. vi, They frus- 
trate and defeact themselues of that blessed rewarde, 
whiche [etc.]. 1571 Hanmer Chron. Tred. (1633) 119 Being 
frustrated of your long desired presence and promises. 
1697 Dampier Voy, I. ii. 17 Being frustrated of getting over 
the River this way, we lookt about for a Tree to fell across 
the River. 1754 Epwarps freed. Will u. xi. 115 God, 
after he had made the World, was liable to be wholly frus- 
trated of His End in the Creation of it. 1865 Padd Mall 
G, 30 Dec. x Frustrating them [Americans] of what they 
consider their ‘ destiny’. 

2. To deprive of effect, render ineffectual; to 
neutralize, counteract (an effort or effect). 

1471 [see FrustrATE fa. Pple.]. 1553 Even Treat, Newe 
Ind. (Arb.) 14 To bewray poisons and to frustrate th[e] op- 
peracion therof. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 762 They 
are heartlesse, if they see defence to frustrate their arrowes. 
1671 J. WepsteR Metadlogr. vi. 108 Yet they not lying near 
enough the superficies of the earth, may frustrate its effects. 
1703 J. Barrett Avalecta 50 Is not such a Course likely 
to frustrate to them all means of Conversion? 1841 ELpuin- 
stone f/tst. Ind. Il. 23 He endeavoured to frustrate the 
effects of it by imposing many humiliating ceremonies on 
Bakarra Khan. 1875 Scrivener Lect. Text NV. Test. 9 The 
worst effects of the enemy’s malice were frustrated. 

b. To make null and void; to annul, abrogate 
(a law, etc.); to do away with (a right). Now 


somewhat rare. 

1528 [see FRUSTRATE Za. pple.]. 1601 R. Jounson Kingd. 
§ Comm. (1603) 67 ‘The Ordinances of these diets cannot 
bee frustrated, but by another diet. 1660 R. Coxe Power 
& Swzbz7. 205 Nor [ought] the Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm [to be] by him frustrated. a@1848 R. W. HamILton 
Rew, & Punishm. vi. (1853) 239 A moral system is not frus- 
trated, so long as it can enforce its sanctions. 1852 Sir W. 
Hamitton Discuss. 411 The fellows frustrated the common 
right of graduates to the Office of Tutor. 

3. To render vain; to balk, disappoint (a hope, 
expectation, etc.) ; to baffle, defeat, foil (a design, 
purpose, etc.). (The current use.) Also, +to 
prevent the fulfilment of (a prophecy). 

1500-20, 1540-1 [see FRustRATE fa. Aple.], 1605 SHAKS. 
Lear w. vi. 64 "Twas yet some gomfort When misery could 
beguile the Tyrants rage And frustrate his proud will. 
1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 116 Julian,.,sent for worke- 
men from all places, thinking to frustrate Christs prophecie 
concerning the Temple. 1700 S. L. tr. Axyke's Voy. LE. 
Ind. 17 But our hopes were strangely frustrated: for we 
quite lost our course. 1732 Lepiarp Sethos II. 1x. 339 He 
was .. thoughtful of .. frustrating Anteus’s unjust design. 
1769 BLacksTone Com. 1V. 14 The innocent has a chance 
to frustrate or avoid the villany. 1809 RoLtanp Fencing 67 
You have the power frequently to frustrate your adversary’s 
intended motion. 1844 H. H. Witson Brit. (ndia IL. 155 
Sastri’s enemies .. had come from Baroda to frustrate his 
negotiation. 1858 Buckie Czzv7liz. (1873) II. viii. 548 His 
plan was frustrated, owing to its premature announcement 
by his friends in Paris. 

Hence Frustrating v/. 5b. Also } Fru'strater, 


one who frustrates. 

1640 G. Warts tr. Bacon's Adv, Learn. v1. 298 The frus- 
trating of that vaine conceit makes it seem longer than the 
truth. 1648 Z7kon Bas. v. 31 Let thy grace teach Mee wisely 
to enjoie as well the frustrateings, as the fulfillings of My 
best hopes. @1665 Dicspy Priv. Tent. (1827) 117 ‘To con- 
tinue too long in such a school is a frustrating of the intent 
of it. 1676 Packet Adv. Men of Shaftesbury 39 Continual 
Frustrater of the Parliamentary Constitution. 1681 BaxTER 
Answ. Dodwell 149, I would have endeavoured to avoid the 
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FRUSTRATED. 


common frustraters of Disputes. 1843 Lytron Last Bar. 
1v. i, I shall know how to advise Edward to the frustrating 
all your schemes. 

Frustrated (frv'streitéd), ps/. a. [f. Frus- 
TRATE v.+-ED!.] In senses of the vb.; disap- 
pointed, balked, etc. 

1641 J. Suutr. Sarah §& Hagar (1649) 155 A frustrated 
name is an hainous crime. 1661 BoyLe Style of Script. 
48 Our By-acquists do richly recompense our frustrated 
(or rather unsucceeding) pains. 1799 R. Warner Walk 
West. Counties (1800) 143 The two ravens..returned to 
accomplish their frustrated purpose. 1828 CARLYLE JZisc. 
(1857) I. 128 With a frustrated, nay terrified aspect. 1854 
Emerson Lett. § Soc. Aims, Comic Wks. (Bohn) III. 204 
The frustrated expectation ..in the intellect is comedy. 
1866 Gro. Exior /. Holt xxiv, Now he felt weary, frustrated 
and doubtful of his own temper. 1877 Daily News 5 Nov. 
5/2 There must surely be..a good many frustrated careers. 


Frustration (frvstrzi:fon), [ad. L. frustra- 
zion-em, n. of action f. frustrart to FRUSTRATE. ] 
The action of frustrating ; disappointment; defeat ; 
an instance of this. 

1555 HarpsrieLp Divorce Hen. VIII (Camden) 184 That 
he should..with crafty secret frustrations dally with him. 
1598 Haxtuyt Voy. I. 175 The perpetuall frustration and 
reuocation of the foresayd priuiledges. 1646 Sir T. BRowNE 
Pseud, Ep. wu. xii, 135 This were ..a frustration of that 
seminall power committed to animalls at the creation. 1676 
Souru Sevvz. (1823) 1.247 Theauthors. .having missed of their 
mighty aims, are fain to retreat with frustration and a baffle. 
1776 G. Horne Comm. Ps, \xxxix. 46 The frustration of 
the divine counsels concerning man. 1852 Grote Greece 
1. Ixxvii. X. rox mote, Aristeides ascribes the frustration of 
this attack to the valour of two Athenian generals. 1863 
Gro. Exior Romola 1. ii, He thrust his hand into a purse 
.-and explored it again and again witha look of frustration. 
1884 Law Ref. 12 Q. Bench Div. 548 There may be cases 
of acts absolutely inconsistent with, and amounting to an 
entire frustration of the main object of the deed. 

Frustrative (frv'strativ), a. rare. [f. L. frus- 
trat-(see FRUSTRATE v.) +-IVE, Cf.OF. frustratif.] 
Tending to frustrate, balk, or defeat; disappointing. 

1730 in Barrey (folio). 1755 in JoHNSON. 1839 L. BLan- 
cHARD in New Monthly Mag. LVII. 418 The exposition... 
would have been utterly frustrative of its intention. 

+ Fru'stratory, z. Ods. Also 5 frustratoire, 
6-7 frust(r)atorie, (6 frustatery, frustratarie, 
7-8 frustatory). [ad. OF. frustratozre and late L. 

Srustratorius, f. frustravi to FRUSTRATE.] Tending 
to frustrate, balk, defeat, or make void. In early use 
also: Resulting in disappointment, disappointing. 

1490 Caxton Lxeydos xxii. 78 Many goynges & com- 
ynges were there made of the sayd anne .. that fynably 
were all frustratoire. 1529 Act 21 Hen. VIII, c. 5 With 
conyenyent spede without any frustratory delay. 1592 
Conspir. Pretended Ref. 60'Then would he. . by frustratorie 
kindes of answeres goe about to put off such interrogatories. 
1650 GENTILIS tr. Malvezzi’s Considerat. 144 If this be not 
true, that was frustratory, and of no availment to Socrates. 
1681 Hickerincit, Vind. Naked Truth 1. 26 Without 
Frustatory Delay. 1726 Ayiirre Parergon 75 Bartolus 
restrains this to a Frustatory Appeal. 

Frustule (frv'stizl). [a. F. frustule, ad. late 
L. frustulum, dim. of Frustum.] The siliceous 
two-valved shell of a diatom, with its contents. 

1857 BerKELEY Cryftog. Bot. § 103. 130 The frustules which 
are long and slender, slip over each other, yet so as always 
toadhere. 1867 J. HocG Microsc. 11. i. 278 Each frustule 
is however a perfect unicellular plant. 1876 Pace Adv. 
Text-bk. Geol, iii. 67 Diatomaceae..whose frustules are 
also of silex. , 

Frustulent (frastizlént), a. [ad. L. frustu- 
fentus, t. FRustUM.] Full of small pieces. 

1656-81 in Buount Glossogr. Hence in later Dicts. 

Frustulose (frwstizlovs), a. Bot. [f. L. 
JSrustulum +-OSE.] (See quot.) 

1866 Treas. Bot., Frustulose, consisting of small fragments. 
1880 in Gray Struct, Bot, 412/2. 

| Fru'stulum. Os. Pl.frustula. [L. frus- 
tulum small piece.] a. A fragment, an atom. 
b. Math. A small frustum. 

1700 S. Parker 6 Philos. Ess. 109 Nor yet could each 
such Frustulum have been so modify’d and temper’d as we 
find, unless by the same. 1785 Herscuer in Phil. Trans. 
LXXYV. 241 Suppose a rectangular cone cut into frustula 
by..planes perpendicular to the axis. 

Frustum (frz'st#m). Pl. -a,-ums. Alsoervor. 
7-9 frustrum. [a. L. frzstum piece broken off.] 

1. Math. The portion of a regular solid left after 
cutting off the upper part by a plane parallel to the 
base; or the portion intercepted between two planes, 
either parallel or inclined to each other. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 57 In the parts 
thereof Pepe | we finde..frustums of Archimedes. 1669 
Phil. Trans, \V. 960 The Axis of a Pyramid ..and of 
a Figure of different Bases, which he calls a Frustrum of 
aPrisme. 1706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matheseos 265 The 

.. Frustrums of Spheres, cut by parallel Planes, are equal to 
the corresponding Surfaces of the Sphere’s Circumscr. 
Cylinder. 1779 Forrest Voy. NV. Guinea 49 We could see 
within the straits a hill with a flat top, like what is called 
the frustum of a cone. 1812-6 PLayrair Vaz, Phil, 1. 291 
This proposition is easily proved of pyramids, and frusta 
of pyramids, of which the solid angle is indefinitely small. 
1828 J. M. SpEARMAN Brit. Gunner (ed. 2) 378 The differ- 
ence between the two piles thus found will be the number 
in the frustum or incomplete pile. 1860 Maury P/ys. 
Geog. Sea iv. § 218 We may..liken this belt of winds which 
encircles the earth..to the frustum of a hollow cone. 
b. Applied to the sections of the shaft of acolumn. 

1835 Wits Pencillings II. xl. 23 We were directed to it 
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by thirteen or fourteen frustra of enormous columns. 1850 
Leitcu tr. AZziller’s Anc, Art § 286. 316 A truncated pillar, 
or frustum of a column. - 

2. gen. A portion or fragment of anything 
material or immaterial. vare. 

17zxt Bawey, /rustuim, a Fragment, a broken Piece. 
21733 R. Nortu Zxamen ui. viii. (1740) 624 This Frustum 
of a Libel is grafted into his pious History. 1812 CrasBE 
1. in Verse vii. Wks. 1834 1V. 288 She minced the sanguine 
flesh in frustrums fine. 1812 Knox & Jess Corr. II. 94 
What I would deprecate is, putting into people’s hands the 
frusta of a system. 

Frutage, obs. form of FRUITAGE. 

Frute, var. of Frou, Ods., frog, toad. 


Frutescence (frzte'séns). [f. next: see -ENCE.] 


_Shrubbiness. 


1882 NV. ¥. Tribune 28 June, The earlier this is done 
after the first appearance of frutescence the better. 

Frutescent (frzte’sént), z. Bot. [Incorrectly 
f. FRur-EX+-ESCENT. The correct form would be 
*fruticescent.| Becoming shrubby; having the 
appearance or habit of a shrub. 

1709 Phil. Trans. XXVI. 469 Our Frutescent Herbs, 
such as Lavenders, Abrotonums, Rue, Tyme. 1775 Masson 
ibid. LXVI. 288 Evergreen shrubs, both frutescent and 
succulent. x80r Barrow Interior S. Africa I. i. 26 The 
frutescent or shrubby plants. /éid. 38 A tall, elegant, fruit- 
escent [s/c] plant. 1830 LinpLey Wat. Syst. Bot. 185 Stems 
..in the frutescent species leafy. 1859 R. F. Burton Centr. 
Afr.in Frnl. Geog. Soc. XXX. 142 The fruitescent [szc] 
produce of the mountains. 

Frutex (friteks). Bot. In 7 pl. frutexes. 
[a. L. frutex.] A plant having a woody stem, but 
smaller than a tree; a shrub. 

1664 Evetyn Sylva (1776) 67 What is meant by trees, 
frutexes, &c. 1727in Baitey Il. 1880 in Gray Struct. Bot. 

+Fru‘tical, a. Os. [f. L. frutic- Frovex + 
-AL.] Having the nature of a shrub, shrubby. 

1597 GrRARDE Hleréa/i. xiv. 1129 This shrubbie or fruticall 
plant. 1657 Tomiinson Renou's Disp. 396 The ferulaceous 
Plants can scarce be called fruticall. 

+Fru‘ticant, a. Obs [ad. L. fruticant-em 
pr. pple. of fruticdve to sprout.] Putting forth 
shoots, sprouting. Also + Fru'ticate v. Ods.—+ 
zntr. To shoot, sprout. + Frutica*tion. Ots.—° 
[L. frutication-em.] (See quot.) 

1656 BLount Glossogr., Frutication, sprouting out of young 
sprigs, a springing forth. 1657 TomLinson Jenon's Disp. 
148 In which. .Soyl, many of the same kind fruticate. 1664 
Evetyn Sylva (1679) 2 ‘These [trees] we shall divide into 
the greater and more deciduous, fruticant, and shrubby. 
1740 Tutt Suppl. Horse-hoing 260 The other Fields.,. being 
planted late, could not be ho’d till after the time of Frutica- 
tion (i.e. Tillering) was past. ¥ : 

+ Fruti‘ceous, a. Obs. [f. L. frutéc- Frurex 
+-EoUS.] Shrubby, bushy. 

a 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts 34 Of a low and fruticeous 
growth. : 

Fruticose (frétikous),@. at. Hist. Also 9 
erron. fructicose. [ad. L. fruticos-us, f. frutic- 
FRUTEX. | 

1. Of the nature of a shrub ; having woody stalks. 

1668 Witxins Leal Char. 11. iv. § 4.81 Fruticose, having 
stalks of a hard woody consistence. 1721 BaiLey, /72- 


ticose Stalks, stalks of a hard woody Substance. 1870 
Hooker Stud. Flora 120 The fruticose Rubi. 1882 Vines 


Sachs’ Bot. 475 The main shoots... may..climb, or may 
form the stems of arborescent and fruticose plants. 

2. Resembling a shrub in external appearance ; 
said, é..., of certain minerals, zoophytes, and lichens. 

1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 95 The whole 
when viewed from above has a fructicose aspect, not unlike 
the appearance of cauliflower. 1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 
432 The mode of growth .. arborescent, and clustered (fru- 
ticose), 1857 BerkeLey Cryptog. Bot. § 56. 70 The species 
which are most fruticose in habit consist of a single cell. 
1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 319 The Fruticose Lichens are 
attached only at one spot and with a narrow base, and rise 
from it in the form of small much-branched shrubs. 

Fruticous (fr7tikes), a. rave—°. [f. L. fru- 
zic-emt FRUTEX + -OUS.] =prec, ~ 

1828 in WessTER. Hence in mod. Dicts. 

Fruticulose (frvti:kiz/lous), a. [as if ad. L. 
*fruticulos-us, £. *fruticul-us, dim. of FRuTEX.] 
Resembling a small shrub, Also in comb, form 
Fruticulo'so-. 

1830 Linptey Nat. Syst. Bot. 331 In the fruticulose or 
foliaceous species [of Lichens] the medulla is distinctly 
floccose, 1846 Dana Zoofh. (1848) 611 Carnose Alcyonide, 
fruticuloso-ramose. : 

Frutify, v. zonce-wd. A comic blunder at- 
tributed to an illiterate person; the word meant is 
notify, which is confused with fructz/y. 

1596 Suaks. Merch. V. u. iit. 142 The Jew hauing done me 
wrong, doth cause me as my Father being I hope an old 
man shall frutifie unto you. 

Fruycion, -ssyon, -tion, obs. ff. FRurrion. 

+Fruz, sb. [onomatopceic; cf. Friz, Fuzz : 
see also Frowzz.] A collection of short and small 
branches, producing a frizzy appearance. 

1693 Evetyn De la Quint. Compl. Gard. Il. 53 The 
Second cut all those Branches within three or four Eyes, or 
Buds, and by that means occasion abundance of Fruz. 

Fruz,v. Ods.exc. dial. [Cf. prec.] trans. To 
spread out (hair) in a frizzy mass ; to ruffle, rumple. 
(Cf. Furze v.) Hence Fruzzed f/. a. 

1705 Rowe Biter 1. i, She has as much..black Hair fruz’d 
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out as any Toast of ’em all. 1713 Lond. Gaz. No. 5171/4 
Short fruz’d brown Hair. 1873 Vorksh. Mag. May 378 (in 
N. W. Linc. Gloss. s.v.) He could..smooth the place down, 
and fruzz it up from beneath so deftly, that no one could 
tell that any hay had been taken. 1889 V. W. Linc. Gloss., 
Fruz, to rub the hair the wrong way on, to entangle. 

Fry (frei), 50.1 Also 7 frey. [a. ON. fri, 
Sred, fre neut., seed = Goth. /razw seed, offspring. 
Cf. ON. frid-r, fré-r adj., fertile. The F. frat 
masc., used insense 3, is believed to be unconnected. ] 

1. Offspring, progeny, seed, young (of human 
beings); a man’s children or family; rarely, a 
child. Now ods. exc. as transf. from sense 3. 

c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, George 867 Fourty thousand 
wane to pe fay, outakine wemene & jung fry. c1460 
Towneley Myst. (Surtees) 24 Deus. Noe, to the and to thi 
fry My blyssyng graunt I. 1508 Dunbar Tua mariit 
Wemen 403,1..maid bot fulis of the fry of his first wif. 
1564-78 BuLLevn Dial. agst. Pest. (1888) 13 Commaunde 
your folkes to departe out of the chamber and your yonge 
frie also. 1608 SHaxs. Macd. wv. ii. 83 What you Egge? 
Yong fry of Treachery. Soh Quar.es Sion’s Elegies 1. 5 
Thy tender frie Whom childhood taught no language, but 
their crie T’ expresse their infant griefe. 

2. The roe (of a female fish). 

1430 Two Cookery-bks. 1.16 Take fayre Frye of Pyke, 
and caste it raw on a morter. c1440 Anc. Cookery in 
Househ. Ord. (1790) 469 Take frye of female pike, and pille 
away the skyn. [1869 Lonsdale Gloss., To shoot one’s ry, 
to make a last effort without success. Derived from the 
analogy of a female herring, who having shot her fry, has 
done all she can do in the course of nature.) 

3. Young fishes just produced from the spawn ; 
spec. the young of salmon in the second year, more 


fully salmon fry. 

1389 Act 13 Rich. II, c. 19. § 1 Stalkers .. par les quelles 
le frie ou brood des salmons laumpreis .. pourra estre pris, 
1462 Mann. & Househ. Exp. (Roxb.) 562 Grete carpes and 
many oare smale and myche ffrye. ¢1475 Rauf Cotljear 
682 Fyne foullis in Fyrth, and Fischis with fry. 1531-2 Act 
23 Hen. VIII, c. 18 Broode and frie of fisshe in the saide 
riuer .. be commonly therby distroied. 1565 J. SPARKE in 
Hawkins Voy. (1878) 6x An innumerable yonge frie of these 
flying fishes. 1635 Swan Spec. MZ. v. § 2 (1643) 141 The 
force of winds may suddenly sweep away little frey out of 
ponds. 1677 Jounson in Ray’s Corr. (1848) 128 In 
Cumberland, the [salmon] fishers have four distinctions of 
yearly growth (after the first summer, when they call them 
free, or frie, as we smowts, or smelts) .. young fry of other 
fishes, 1766 PENNANT Zool. (1776) III. 297 They feed .. 
sometimes on their own fry. 1807 VANCOUVER Agric. Devon 
(1813) 75 The young salmon fry, or gravellers. 186x Act 
24 § 25 Vict. c. 109. § 4 Fish of the genus salmon, whether 
known by the names..salmon..burntail, fry, samlet, [etc.]. 

b. Applied to the young of other creatures pro- 
duced in very large numbers, ¢.g. bees, frogs. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. (1586) 903 Combs. . which 
contain the young spawn or fry of the Bees. 1609 C. Butter 
Lem. Mon. (1634) 135 The Bees, specially the young fry 
(being loaded and weary with their labour)..are beaten 
down, 1622 Massincer Virg. Mart. u. ii, A bed of snakes 
.. whose poisonous spawn Ingenders such a fry of speckled 
villainies. 1784 Cowrer Zask u. 832 A race obscene, 
Spawned in the muddy beds of Nile..And the land stank— 
so numerous was the fry. 1854 Woopwarp Modlusca (1856) 
1o The fry of the aquatic races are almost as different from 
their parents as the caterpillar from the butterfly. 

ce. fig. | 

1600 Hrywoop 1st Pt. Edw, JV (1613) Cija, This hedge- 
bred rascall this filthy fry of ditches, A vengeance take you 
all. 1607 Hieron Wks. I. 442 They come from the sea of 
Rome. .to beget a new spawne and frie of catholikes. 1613 
Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 459 The Sunne..together with 
his frie (whole armies of Gnats). 1806 Surr Winter in 
Lond, (ed. 3) II. 199 It was reserved for the present day to 
bring forth a fry of young critic imps. 

4. Hence, as a collective term for young or in- 
significant beings: now chiefly in phrase /esser, 
small or young fry. a The smaller kinds of fish 
or other animals. 

1666 Drypen Ans. Mirab, 811 The huge Leviathans .. 
attend their prey And give no chase, but swallow in the frie. 
1674 Putteyn in /latman’s Poems 2/2 Let your eye 
Wander, and see one of the lesser frie... Ruffle his painted 
feathers, and look big. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 1. (1677) 
56 We bring out not onely Pike and Carp, but lesser Fry. 
1697 Dampier Voy. I. xvi. 465 This small Fry I take to be 
the top of their Fishery: they have no Instruments to catch 
great Fish. 1718 Prior Knowledge 108 Of fishes next... From 
the small fry that glide on Fordants stream .. To that 
Leviathan. 1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. vii. (1879) 137 A lake 
«. which .. swarmed with small-fry. 1873 G. C. Davies 
Mount. & Mere xiii. 10x One of the small fry..is hopping 
about on the grass. 

b. Young or insignificant persons (collectively 
or in a body) ; a ‘swarm’ or crowd of such persons. 

«1577 Gascoicne Herbs, Weeds, etc. Wks. (1587) 303 To 
make their coine a net to catch yong frie. 1590 SPENSER 
f. Q.1. xii. 7 Them before, the fry of children yong..did 
play. 1607 Beaum. & FL. Woman-Hater ui. iii, The whole 
frie in a Colledge, or an Inn of Court. 1641 Mitton Pred. 
Efisc, 2'To that indigested heap, and frie of Authors. 1689 
Swirt Ode to Temple Wks. 1755 IV. 1. 242 As in a theatre 
the ignorant fry, Because the cords escape their eye, Wonder 
to see the motions fly. 1738 Bircu AZidton M.’s Wks. 1738 
I. 27 A public School to teach all the young Fry of a Parish. 
1799 Morn. Post in Spirit Publ. Frnfs. (1800) III, 122 The 
fresh fry so constantly emerging from the scholastic trammels 
of Eton. 1852 Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C.ix, Mrs. Bird. . 
followed by the two eldest boys, the smaller fry having by 
this time been safely disposed of in bed. 1878-82 C. FLEET 
Ancestors in Sussex Ser. 1, 122 Chambermaids, and all the 
fry who feed on the little weaknesses of humanity. 1885 
J. Payn Tadk of Town I. 99 Compared with [Sheridan], all 
other managers were small fry. 
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ec. of inanimate things. 

1587 Mirr. Mag., Bladud xvi, An heape of hurtes..a fry 
of foule decayes, 1650 tr. Hotham’s Introd. Teut. Philos. 
Pref., Few have attained its height in this last frie of books. 
1652-62 Herytin Cosmiogr. 1. (1682) 220 South of Japan, 
lyeth a great fry of Islands. @1797 H. WALrote (Ogilvie), 
We have burned two frigates, and a hundred and twenty 
small fry. 1859 JerHson Britany iv. 38 Having sold his 
eggs, rags, and other small fry. 186x Sat. Rev. 7 Dec. 591 
‘The smaller fry of Christmas Books. 

Hence Fry‘hood, the state of being ‘ fry’. 

1884 Lougnt. Mag. W11. 531 An abdominal pouch, where 
they [the eggs] are..nourished during their early fryhood. 

Fry (frei), 56.2. [f. Fry v1] 

+1. Excessive heat. Ods. rare}, 

1634 Sir T. Hersert Trav. 187 Their colour is blacke 
(living in the scorching frie of the Torrid Zone). 

2. Food cooked in a frying-pan; fried meat. 

1639 Mayne City Match u1. ti, This came from The Indies, 
and eats five Crownes a day in frye, Oxe livers, and browne 
past. 1848 Dickens Dombey xviii, Cook promises a little fry 
for supper. @1850 Rossett1 Dante § Circ. 1. (1874) 226, 
I get my dinner, you your supper, free; And, if I ite the 
fat, you suck the fry. = 

b. dial. Applied locally to various internal 
parts of animals, usually eaten fried. 

1847-78 HAuiweLt, /’ry, the pluck ofacalf. North. 1877 
Holderness Gloss., Fry, the viscera of a pig, or other animal, 
generally cooked in a frying-pan. 1879 Cumbld. Gloss., 
Fry, pig’s liver. ‘Mudder sent us a fry o’t’ killin’ day.’ 
1888 ELwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk. s.v., Vhe products 
of lambs’ castration are called lamb’s fries. 1894 BLACKMORE 
Perlycross 110 A dish of lamb’s fry reposing among its 
parsley. 

+ Fry, 50.3 Obs. vare—'. [2 cf. Fiy 0.2 5d.] ‘A 
kind of sieve’ (J.). 

1707 Mortimer “sd. 270 He dresseth the Dust from it 
[Malt], by running it thro’ a Fan or Frie. ’ 

Fry (froi), v.!_ Inflected fried, frying. [a. F. 
Jri-re (=Pr. frir, Sp. freir, Pg. frigir, It. 
Jriggere) :-L. frigére to roast, fry, cogn. with Gr. 
ppvyew, Skr. bhrazy, of the same meaning. ] 

1. trans. To cook (food) with fat in a shallow pan 
over the fire. 

c 1290 [see Frvinc v7. sé.]. 1340 Ayend. 111 Pet ilke bread 
+.wes ymad of oure doje..and yfryd ine be panne of be 
crouche. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvut. i. (1495) 747 
Flesche of bestys is sometyme rostyd and somtyme fryed. 


¢1420 Liber Cocorunt (1862) 21 Take onyons and.. Frye hom’ 


in grece. 1486 Bk. St. Albans Ciija, Take a blacke snake 
--and fry itinan erthyn potte. 1530 Paxscr. 158 Ve péylle, 
a fryeng pan to frye any meate in. 1579 Lancuam Gard. 
Health (1633) 95 Frie it with sheeps suet, and apply it to 
bruses. 1769 Mrs. Rarratp Lug. Housekpr. (1778) 71 
A very good way to fry Beef Steaks. 1805 Med. ¥rnl. X1V. 
65 The tender leaves are very commonly .. fried with other 
herbs. 1875 Mary Jewet Model Cookery 21/1 Frying being 
actually boiling in fat instead of water. 

b. Phrases: “ry your eggs: mind your own 
business. Zo have other fish to fry (see FISH sd. 4 c). 

1841 James Brigand ii, Fry your eggs, Gandelot, and leave 
other people to fry theirs, 1864 VV. § Q. 3rd Ser. VI. 495/z 
Cornish Proverbs..Fry me for a fool and you'll lose your 
fat in frying. 

2. transf. and fig. +a. trans. To torture (a 
person) by fire; to burn or scorch (anything) with 
effects analogous to those of frying; sometimes 
hyperbolically, of the heat of the sun, etc. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir Yer. xxix. 22 As Achab whom friede [Vulg. 
Jrixit] the king of Babiloyne. c1440 Yacob’s Well\E.E.T.S.) 
11 Pou schalt be rostyd and fryed in pe fyir of helle! c1526 
Fritu Disput. Purgat. (1829) 112 He will not fry us in the 
fire of purgatory for our sins. 1588 A. Kine tr. Canisius’ 
Catech, Prayers 27 My banes as it ver in ane frying panne 
ar fried. 1628 Wituer Brit. Rememb. vu. 2700 When we 
were boyld and fryde, in blood and fire. 1695 BLACKMORE 
Pr. Arth. W,925 Raging Sirius fries the thirsty Land. 1697 
Dryben 4 xneid vu. 644 So when with crackling Flames a 
Cauldron fries, The bubbling Waters from the Bottom rise. 

th. Zo fry a faggot: see Fagaor sd. 2. Obs. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § M, (1684) III. 124 Master Hooper.. 
said..must we two take this matter in hand, and begin to 
frie these faggots. 1577-87 HoLinsHeD Chron. II1. 946/2 
A great manie of them..had died for it in Smithfield, in 
frieng a faggot. 

3. intr. To undergo the operation of cooking 
with fat in a pan. vare in lit. sense. Zo fry in 
one’s own grease (also + in passive): originally 
transf., said e.g. of persons burning alive, and fig. 
to be tormented by one’s own passions; now only, 
to suffer the consequences of one’s own folly. 

13-. Coer de L. 4409 Beter it is that we out renne, Thenne 
as wrehches in house to brenne, And frye inne oure owne 
gres! ¢1386 Cuaucer life's Prol. 487 In his owene grece 
I made him frye For angre, and for verray Jalousye. @1415 
Lype. Temp. Glas (1891) 14 Thus is he fryed in his owene 
gres, To-rent & torn with his owene rage. 1546 J. Hry- 
woop Prov. (1867) 37 She is as fierce as a Lyon of Cotsolde. 
She fryeth in hir owne grease. 1684 T. Burnet 7%. Earth 
un. 78 athe woods and forests blaze away, and the fat 
soyl of the earth fry in its own grease; these things will 
not affect us [the rocks and mountains]. ; 

4. transf. To undergo the action of fire or intense 
heat, with effects resembling those of frying; to 
frizzle, burn with a sputter or exudation of juices. 
+ Formerly often of persons tormented by fire; 


also hyperbolically. 

. ¢1526 Frit Disput. Purgat. (1829) 136 Thinkest thou to 
be justified by frying in purgatory? 1570 Satir. Poems 
Reform. xii. 117 Luke gif 3our partie prydis yame in thair 
spurring, Keipand the feildis, and fryis not in thair furring. 
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1583 Lyty Pref Ep. in T. Watson's Poems (Arb.) 29 
A sworde frieth in the fire like a blacke ele. 1596 DrayToN 
Legends iii. 147 Fuell to that fire, Wherein He fry’d. 1601 
B. Jonson Poetaster 1.1, Earth and seas in fire and flame 
shall fry. 1647 Trappe Com, Matt. vii. 6 The Smiths 
forge fries, when cold water is cast upon it. 1656 CowLEy 
Mistress, Incurable ii, As well might men who in a feaver 
fry, Mathematique doubts debate. 1664 WALLER Late War 
Spatn 84 Spices and Gums about them melting fry. @1711 
Ken J/yittat, Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 529 Tho’ frying where 
the Sun all Day Shoots perpendicular fierce Ray. 1715 
BENTLEY Sevvz, x. 358 What Heart could bear that his dead 
Father should fry in the flames of Purgatory? 1886 A. Win- 
CHELL Walks §& Talks Geol, Mield 152 Caking-coals, when 
ignited, seem to fry with an exudation of a fluid petroleum. 

b. with advbs. 2, out expressing the result of 
heating. 

1630 May Lucan v. 471 The metalls melted by the Sunne, 
fry’d vp. 1694 Acc. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 177 When the Fat 
is well tryed or fryed out. 1816 Chvon. in Ann. Reg. x 
The heat of the stove made the rosin in the wood to fry out. 

e. fig. Ofa person: To burn with strong passion 
or emotion. Also 7vef, in same sense. 

1573 Satir. Poems Reform. x\, 163 Thay fryit in furie 
that he schaipit quick, 1583 STanyHuRSsT ve/s 1. (Arb.) 
19 Thus she frying fretted, thus deepely plunged in anger 
#£olian kingdoom shee raught. 1591 Lyty Zndys. v. iii, 
In the moment that I feared his falshood and fried myself 
most in mine affections. 1646 Sir R. FansHawe tr. 
Guarino'’s Pastor Fido (1676) 192 The happiest Pair that 
this day fry Under the torrid Zone of Love. 1648 Jos. 
Beaumont Psyche 1. ccxviii, Whether she walks, or sits, or 
stands, or lies, Her wretched self still in her self she fries. 
1767 Babler I. 97, 1 sat frying the whole time, from a con- 
scious incapacity to please. 1771 SMoLietr Hmph. Cé. 
(1815) 62 My uncle, frying with vexation, cried, [etc.]. 1842 
T. Martin in Fraser's Mag. Dec. XXVI. 652/2, I lay frying 
with impatience to hear the clatter of cups. : 

+d. said of a feeling, passion, etc. Ods. 

1563 B. Goocr Zgdogs (Arb.) 83 Here fyre and flames by 
Fancie framde, In brest doo broyle and frye, 1581 T. 
Howe tt Devwises (1879) 176 Thus loue at once doth frye, 
freeze, ryse and fall. @1632 Fairrax (Ogilvie), What 
kindling motions in their breasts do fry. : 

+5. Of water: To be agitated, boil, seethe, 
foam. Ods. 


1590 Spenser /, Q, u. xii. 45 Ye might have seene the 
frothy billowes fry Vnder the ship. 1697 DryDEN “yeid 
vil. 737 Thus, when a black-brow’d gust begins to rise, 
White foam at first on the curl’d ocean fries. 

+b. To ferment; to seethe (in the stomach). 
Of lime: To slake. Ods. 

1624 Cart. Smitu Vivginia m. ii. 44 As much barley 
boyled with water for a man a day, and this having fryed 
some 26 weekes in the ships hold, contained as many 
wormes as graines. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 52 To keep the 
Oyle from frying in the Stomach, you must drinke.. Milde 
Beere after it. 1647 Trapp Medlificium Theol. in Comme. 
Ep. 619 Cast water upon this lime, it will fry the faster. 

Hence Frying ///. a. 

1587 Turperv. Trag. T. (1837) 128 Whose frying hartes 
With Cupids coles did melte. 1592 Greene Mamillia i. 
Wks. (Grosart) II. 175 So discontinuance should be of 
sufficient force to quench out y® frying flames of loue. 

Fry (frai), v2 rare—'. [f. Fry sd.1]  zntr. To 
swarm. 

1816 L. Hunr Rimini 1. 171 Plashy pools with rushes, 
About whose sides the swarming insects fry, Opening with 
noisome din, as they go by. 

+ Fryberry. Obs. rave—1, A raspberry. 

¢1532 Drewes /ntrod. Fr. in Palsgr. 1073 Fruites, as 
cheres.,strauberis, fryberis [F. /raszbozses]. 

Fryce, obs. form of FR1Ezx sé.1 

Fryer, frier (froi‘o1). [f. Fry v.1+-rr!.] 

1. One who fries (fish) ; also a vessel used in fry- 
ing (fish). More fully fsh-frzer: see Fisu 50.1 6d. 

1859 Sata Tw, round Clock (1861) 18 Offal [fish] is bought 
only by the ‘fryers’. 1884 Health Exhib. Catal, p. \vii/2 
Four Large Fish Fryers, 

2. pi. Fish for frying. 

1851 Mayuew Loud. Labour I. 166 This supply is known 
in the trade as ‘friers’, and consists of the overplus of 
a fishmonger’s stock. 

Frying (froi'in), vd/. sd. [f. Fry v.1+-1ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Fry. 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1, 187/86 Pat grece of him orn a-brod : 
ase pei it frijnge were. 1340 Ayend. 23 Pis zenne is pe 
dyeules panne of helle huerinne he makep his friinges. 
1535 CovERDALE 1 Chyou. xxv. 29 For the pannes, for y® 
fryenge. 1633 P. Fretcuer Coxtemmnenti 2 Chill icie frosts 
in midst of Summer’s frying. 1829 Marryat /. Alildmay 
ii, The frying of beef-steaks and onions. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge ii, There stole upon him from the distant kitchen 
a gentle sound of frying. 

. attrib. and Comb., as frying-piece, FRYING-PAN. 

1890 19¢% Cent. Nov. 838 The orderly corporal slices off 
a frying piece and has it cooked for his breakfast, 

aye -pa:n. [f. Fryine vd/. 56.) 

1. A shallow pan, usually of iron, with a long 
handle, in which food is fried. 


1382 Wycuir 1 Chrou. xxiii. 29 The prestis..to the fryinge 
panne [Vulg. ad sartaginew:]. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
XIX. Cxxviil. (1496) 936 Sartago the fryenge panne hath that 
name of the noys that is therin whan oyle brennyth therin. 
1481-90 Howard Househ. Bks. (Roxb.) 129 Item, fora frying 
panex.d. 1545 RavnoLp Byrth Mankynde 11. iti. (1634) 167 
‘That that remaineth, fry it together in a Frying panne with 
Suger. 1624 Carr. Smirn Virginza ut, v. 58 For want of 
nets..we attempted to catch them [fish] with a frying pan. 
1719 D’Urrey P7l/s (1872) V. 38 Frying-Pans they do use 
for Ladles. 1806 Cudina 218 Melt a piece of butter in 
a frying-pan..pour in the above preparation. 1865 Livinc- 
STONE Zanibest xxvii. 564 Which..resembled the noise of 
fifty fryingpans in active operation. 








FUCAL. 


Jig. 1602 Narcissus (1893) 643 O frieng panne of all fritters 
of fraud. 1616-61 Hotypay Persivs (1673) 296 This hissing 
frying-pan of speach. 


b. Phrase (70 sump, leap, etc.) out of the frying- 


» pan tnto the fire: to escape from one evil only to 


fall into a greater one. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 488/2 [He] featly con- 
uayed himself out of the frying panne fayre into the fyre. 
1546 J. Heywoop Prov. § Epigr. (1874) 126 Leape out of 
the frying pan into the fyre; and change from il paine to 
worse. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 1. vi. (1614) 32 Like.. 
the foolish fish that leapeth out of the frying pan into the 
fire. 1705 HicKERINGILL Priest-cr. 1. (1721) 32 Priest-craft 
got the Ascendant at Rome, and then Men were—out of 
the Frying Pan into the Fire. 1890 Guwardian 1 Oct. 1507/3 
If they thought they could get away from the State by dis- 
establishment, they would find that they were jumping out 
of the frying-pan into the fire. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as frying-pan maker; fry- 
ing-pan brand (Awstra/.), ‘a large brand used by 
cattle-stealers to cover the owner’s brand’ (Morris) ; 
frying-pan plate, ?a piece of tin-plate cut out to 
be made into a frying-pan. 

1686 Plot Staffor'dsh. ix. 335 Nine fryingpan-plates being 
commonly laid upon one another and claspt together by 
turning up 4 Labells. /ézd. 336 There are but two Master 
Frying-pan makers..in the whole Kingdom, 1857 F. De B. 
Coorer Wild Adv. Austral. 104 This person. .got into some 
trouble. .by using a‘ frying-pan brand’. 

+Fry money. Obs. ? =frith silver (see Frit 
sb.l by. 

1530 in Weaver Wells Wills (1890) 115 Dedts .. Rob ffar- 
mer, and Jone Portyn wedowe, of fry mony iij@z. vjs. viijd. 

Fryse, obs. form of FRiEzE sd.1 

Fryst, Fryze, obs. forms of First, FRIEZE 50,1 

Fuage, var. of Fruacz, Ods., hearth-tax. 

1765 [see FumMaGE]. 

Fuants, var. of FIANTS, Ods. ; 

1674 N. Cox Gentil. Recreat. 1. (1677) 12 Of a Fox, the 
Billiting ; and all other such Vermin, the Fuants. 

Fub, var. of Fox v., to cheat, impose upon, put 
off deceitfully (in quot. 1619, ? to reject with scorn). 

1597, 1602, 1647 [see Fon v.!]. 1619 FLETCHER JZ. Thomas 
ul. ii, My letter fubb’d too, And no access without I mend my 
manners! 1639 Massincer Unnat. Combat. ut. i, Well, 
I must not Be fubb’d off thus. 1889 STEVENSON JZaster of 
&. 74 Our Albanian fubbed us off with a thousand delays. 

Fub(b, fub(b)s. [onomatopeic: suggested 
by full, chub, etc.] 

+1. A small chubby person. 
term of endearment. Ods. 

1614 T. Freeman Rub § Great Cast xliv, Caspia, that 
same fowle deformed Fubs. 1678 Otway Friendship in F. 
ut. i, So farewell Fubb. 1681 — Soldier's Fort. 1. i, Dead, 
my poor Fubses! 1685 Crowne Six C. Nice v. 48 'Tis he 
that I told you is to marry my Indian Fubs of a Sister. 1694 
Ecuarpb Plautus, Rudens u. viii, Here’s the Water, my little 
nee ye! 1721 Baiwey, “vd, as a fat Fub, a little plump 

lid, 

2. (See quots.) 

1807 Public Char., Ld. Somerville 213 It is the custom in 
Spain and adopted here with our Merino wool, to divide or 
sort the fleece into three portions of different qualities, 
namely into rafinos, finos, and terceros ; or superfine, fine, 
and fubs or refuse. 1882 Lanc. Gloss., Fud, long withered 
grass on old pastures or meadows. 

+Fubbery. 00s. rare. Cf. Fossrry.  [f. 
FuB v. +-ERY.] Cheating, deception. 

1604 Marston & WesstTER Malcontent 1. i, O heaven! O 
fubbery, fubbery ! : 

+ Fubble, v. Obs. rare-'. [onomatopeeic: cf. 
Jumble.| trans. ?'To jumble (2). 

1611 Corter., Extretouillé. .intangled, fubbled, confounded. 
Entretouiller, to mingle, intangle, confound, fubble vp 
things together. 

Fubby (fubi), a rare. [f. Fupsd. + -y!. Cf. 
Fossy.] = Fussy. 

1790 J. WittiAMs Shrove Tuesday (1794) 12 Th’ Idalian 
urchin and his fubby crew. 1815 Nicuots Lit, Anecd. 18th 
C. IX. 339 ote, The Sculptors and Painters apply this 
epithet to children, and say for instance of the boys of Fiam- 
mengo, that they are fuddy, 1867 R. S. Hawker Prose 
Wks. (1893) 144 A ruddy-visaged widow..fubby and inter- 
jectional in figure. 

Fu'bsical, ¢. rare". 
= FuBSY. 

1834 Brecxrorp /faly II. 51 A fubsical, squat wife. 

Fubsy (fu'bzi), a. Also 8 fubsey, 9 fubzy. 
[£ Fus(s+-y1.] Of the figure, limbs, etc. : Fat 
and squat. 

1780 Map. D’Arsiay Diary Apr., Her daughter, a fubsy, 
good-humoured..merry old maid. 1826 J. Witson /Voct. 
Ambr. Wks. 1855 I, 261 Fat and fubzy fellows of colleges. 
1829 Dx. Bucky. Priv. Diary UI. vii. 159 A fat, fubsy 
foot, as unsentimental as could be, 1879 Sata Paris herself 
again (1880) II. iv. 57 She was a squat, fubsy little old woman. 
1895 Spectator 23 Nov. 723 To hold and confess the opposite 
opinion is to announce oneself a fubsy Philistine. 4 

transf. 1837 Marryat Dog-fiend viii, He was..cosily.. 


Chiefly used as a 


[f. Fussy + -1c + -Au.] 


_ seated upon the.. little fubsy sofa, 


Fucaceous (fizkéi:{os), a. [f. mod.L. fiicace-x 
(f. L. faicus ; see Fucus) + -ous.] Of or belong- 
ing to the group /ucacew of seaweeds. 

1891 Athenxume 21 Mar. 382/3 The Fucaceous Genus 
Turbinaria. 

+ Furcal, a. Obs. vare—'. [f. Fuc-us+-at.] 
Of the nature of ‘ fucus’; specious, fair-seeming. 

1619 H. Hutron Jollies Anat, (Percy) 53 Joves constant 
Daphne, timorous, perplext, His fucall arguments doth still 
confute, 


FUCATE. 


+ Fu‘cate, a. Obs. [ad. L. facat-us, pa. pple. 
of fucare to paint, rouge, f. frcus Fucus.] 
Artificially coloured, beautified with paint; hence, 
falsified, disguised, counterfeit. 

1531 Etyor Gov, 11, iv. (1883) 221 In vertue may be nothin 
fucate or counterfayte. 1583 StusBEs Anat. A dus. 1. (1877 
183 What setting foorth of fucate and deceiuable wares. 
1621 Burton Axat. Med. ut. i. 11. iii, Virtue and honesty 
are great motives. .especially if they be sincere and right, 
not fucate. 

+ Fucate, v. Obs.—° [f. L. facat-, ppl. stem of 
fiicare: see prec.] trans. To paint, counterfeit. 

1535 (see next]. 1656 in BLounrGlossogy. 1721 in Battery. 


+ Fucated, A//. a. Ods. [f. prec.+ -ED1.] = 
FUOATE a. 

1535 Jove Afol. Tindale 20 For the trowth knoweth no 
fucated, polesshed and paynted oracion. 1755 in JOHNSON. 

+Fuca‘tion. Obs. rare. [n. of action f. L. 
Jicare: see Fucate and -arton.] The action of 
painting the face; hence, the giving of a false sem- 


blance or appearance, counterfeiting. 

1612 J. Corra Dang. Pract. Phys. 1. v. 46 Apothecaries.. 
that..use faithfull industrie in fitting wholesome and incor- 
rupt remedies .. without fucation, adulteration or deceit. 
1638 Naspes Covent Garden i. iii, They [balconies] set off 
a Ladies person well, when she presents her selfe to the 
view of gazing passengers. Artificial fucations are not 
discern’d at distance. 1721 BattEy, “cation, a Colouring, 
Painting, or Counterfeiting. 

+ Fuca‘tious, a. Obs. rare. [f. prec.: see 
-ous.] Of the nature of ‘ fucation’, fair-seeming, 
specious, deceitful. 

1654 Vitvain Theorem. Theol. ii. 78 'To offer a courtesy 
under impossible condition, is frivolous or fucatious. 1660 
WaterHousE Arms §& Arm. 38 Varnished over with fuca- 
tious semblances of truth. 

+ Fu'catory, @. Obs. [f. L. ficat- (see Fucate) 
+ -oRY.] Relating to painting orartificial colouring. 
_ 1657 Tomiinson Revou's Disp. 737 This Fucatory Art.. 
is exercised by none but some Juglers, and vafrous Knaves. 

Fucher, fuchez, obs. pl. ff. FircHew, polecat. 

c14s0 Bk. Hawkyng in Rel. Ant. I. 305 That no fucher 
no volymare enter in. 1467 in Ripon Ch. Acts (Surtees) 
235 Unam togam de crymysin, penulatam cum fuchez. 

Fuchsia (fifa). [mod.L. f. the name of the 
German botanist Leonhard Fuchs (16th c.).] A 
genus of ornamental shrubs (N.O. Ovxagracex) 
with drooping flowers ; a plant of this genus. 

1753 in CHAMBERS Cyc. Supp. 1789 Curtis’ Bot. Mag. X11. 
97 Fuchsia coccinea. .Scarlet Fuchsia..was introduced to 
the royal gardens at Kew in the year 1788. 1837-9 HALLAM 
Hist. Lit, 1. ix. 1. § 20. 471 Leonard Fuchs..has secured 
a verdant immortality in the well-known Fuchsia. 1861 
Wuyte MELviL_e Good for Nothing 11. 169 The pendant 
fuchsias drooped in their last loveliness, 1868 Less. Mid. 
Age 316 Pretty bow-windows, with the crimson fuchsias 
climbing up them. 

b. (See quots.) 

1866 ZVveas. Bot., Fuchsia, Australian or native. A 
colonial name for Correa, 1880 L. A. MerepitH Tasmz2. 
Friends & Foes iii. 23 note, Correa speciosa—native fuchsia 
of Colonies. 

ce. attrib., as fuchsta-red, -tree. 

1873 Buack Pr. Thule (1874) 47 The girl..turned to a 
fuchsia-tree, pretending to pick some of its flowers. 1895 
Daily News 16 Jan. 7/4 Bright fuchsia-red has become.. 
a favourite. 

Fuchsine (fksin). [f. Fucns-1a + -1Nx. 
Named from its resemblance to the colour of the 
flower.] A salt of rosaniline, crystallizing in iri- 
descent green tablets, soluble in water and forming 
a deep red liquid; used as a dye. 

1865 Keader 23 Sept. 354/1 An alcoholic solution of aniline 
red and fuchsine. 1883 West. Daily Press 22 Oct., Apple, 
foreign seeds, and currants well mixed, and tinctured with 
fuchsine, are frequently palmed off as..raspberry jam. 

Fuchsite (fzksait). Mn. [Named in 1842 
after the mineralogist J. N. von Fuchs: see -17TE.] 
A variety of muscovite containing chromium, which 
gives it a green colour. 

1844 Dana Min. 321 Fuchsite is a chrome mica from the 
Zillerthal. 

Fucivorous (fivsi‘voras), a. [f. L. ftc-2s 
Fucus + -vor-ws devouring + -ous.] Eating, or 
subsisting on, sea-weed. 

1860 in Fow.er Wed. Voc. 1864 WEBSTER cites Dana, 

+ Fuco’d, pf/. a. Obs. rare—'. Beautified with 
fucus, painted. 

1652 BenLowes Theofh. 1. xii, Frequent are fuco’d Checks ; 
the Virtuosa’s rare, 

Fucoid (fidzkoid), a. and sé. [f. Fuo-us +-o1p. 
Cf. F. fucoitde.| 

A. adj. a. Resembling or belonging to sea- 
weeds, esf. those of the group /ucacex. b. 
Characterized by or containing impressions of such 
seaweeds or markings similar to them. 

1839 Roperts Dict. Geol, Fucoid, a term applied to 
several fossil plants. There is a fucoid shale, so called from 
the abundance of fuci it contains, 1854 Murcuison Si/uria 
vi. 136 In the cliffs at Ludlow, the chief rocks are sur- 
mounted by what I termed the fucoid bed. This is a green- 
ish-grey argillaceous sandstone, almost entirely made up of 
a multitude of small, wavy, rounded, stem-like forms, which 
resemble entangled sea-weeds. 1871 LyeLi Student's Elem. 
Geol. xxvii. 473 These sandstones have been called in 
Sweden ‘ fucoid sandstones’. 

B. sd. a. A seaweed of the group Fucacex. 
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b. A fossil marine plant resembling these. 

1848 Craic, Yucoid, a fossil plant belonging to the order 
Fucacez, 1857 H. Miter Jest. Rocks i.17 The fucoids, 
or kelp-weeds. 1859 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms s.v., 
Fucoids or fucus-like impressions occur in strata of every 
epoch. 1860 Hartwic Sea § Wond. iii. 30 The feathery 
sertularia, the delicate fucoid. 1860 All Year Round No. 50. 
562 Little fucoids, progenitors of the kelp-weeds. 1872 
Nicuotson Palgont. 477 The Lower Cambrian Rocks have 
yielded many so-called ‘fucoids ’. 

Fucoidal (fizkoi-dal), a. 
Fucor A. b. 

1849 Murcuison Siluria viii. 177 Fucoidal sandstones. 
1857 H. Miter Zest. Rocks xi. 465 They seemed fucoidal, 
and might of course belong to any age. 1872 NicHOLSON 
Palzont. 477 The ‘ Fucoidal Sandstone’ of Sweden. 

+ Fuco'se, a. Ods.—° [ad. L. ficosus, f. Fucus.] 

1727 Battey vol. II, Hucose, painted, feigned, counter- 
filed. 

+ Fu'cous, a. Ods. [f. L. ficos-us: see prec. 
and -ous.] Of the nature of fucus or ‘ paint’, 

1660 R. Coke Power § Subj. Pref. 4 It is Vice which.. 
hath such specious shewes and pretences put upon it, to 
make it seem Virtue, which fucous and false paint continues 
no longer then the present Faction. 


Fucus (fizkds). Pl. || fuci (fizsoi); also 
7-8 fucus(s)es, 7 fucus’s, fucos, fucu’s; also 
anglicized B.fukes. [a. L. fzcus rock-lichen, red 
dye, rouge, false colour: cf. Gr. pdxos (neut.).] 

+1. Paint or cosmetic for beautifying the skin ; a 
wash or colouring for the face. Frequent in 17th c. 


writers. Ods. 

a, 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. v. ii, What are the ingre- 
dients to your fucus? 1607 Dekker Westw. Hoe Wks. 
1873 II. 285 Heere is..an excellent Fucus to..weede out 
Freckles, 1672 Cave Prim. Chr. 11. iii. (1673) 66 Leaving 
fucus’s and paintings..to those that belong to Plays and 
Theatres, 1675 Cocker Morals 59 Virtue hates Fucos, Patches 
and perfumes. @1711 Ken Urania Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 496 
The loathsome Fucus.. Which fill’d and glaz’d her furrow’d 
Skin. 1757 Phil. Trans, L. 76 Bella-donna .. came into 
credit as a fucus among the Italian ladies. 

B. 1600 SurFLET Countrie Farme uit. |xix. 592 These 
compound waters are. .for fukes and painting, as ornaments 
to the body. 1601 HoLianp Pliny (1634) Words of Art, Fukes, 
paintings to beautify the face in outward appearance. 


+b. fig. Obs. 

1640 J. Hoxtis in Rushw. Ast, Coll. ut. (1692) I. 168 
Whatsoever Fucus or Artifice they be slighted over with, 
I donot liketheir Countenance. 1681-6 J. Scorr Chr. Life 
11. (1696) 390 God .. sees through all the Dawbings and 
Fucu’s of Hypocrisie. 1701 Cottier MZ. Anton. (1726) 155 
Pull off its mask and fucus, and view it in its naked essence. 
1742 Younc MW. 7%. vit. 462 Of fortune’s fucus strip them, 
yet alive. 

8. 1657 Reeve God's Plea 108 If not a Penitent, what 
will all his Church tinctures do him good? No, Jerusalem 
had all these fukes to Admiration. _ 

+e. gen. Any dye or colouring. Ods. 

1676 R. Dixon Nat. two Test. 2'To give Poyson a gusto of 
Honey, and colour over a Leaden Cause with a Fucus of 
Gold. 1698 J. Fryer dec. E. Ind. & P. 332 We..have 
hardly given the Potter his handful of White Marle to form 
into Vessels without Fucus. ‘ 

2. A genus of seaweeds with flat leathery fronds. 


Formerly applied more widely. 

1716 Deruam Physico-Theol. 415 note, The first that dis- 
covered the Seeds in /uci, was the before commended Dr. 
Tancred Robinson, 1756 Gent/. Mag. XXVI. 63 The whole 
rock..was covered with that curious kind of fucus. 1778 
Licutroor Flora Scot. (1789) 996 In basons of water left by 
the tides, and often adhering to Fucuses. 1813 Sir H. Davy 
Agric. Chem. (1814) 282 The common fucus, which is the sea- 
weed usually most abundant onthecoast. 1838 T. THomson 
Chem. Org. Bodies 945 Laminaria digitata. This fucus 
is olive-coloured. 1857 Woop Com. Obj. Seashore 30 The 
slimy and slippery fucit make the rock-walking exceedingly 
dangerous. 

Hence Fu'cused Z#/. a., beautified with paint, 
painted (also fig.); Fucusing v0. sd. 

@1680 Hart oF RocueEster in D’Urfey’s Pills (1719) III. 
343 With butter’d Hair, and fucus’d Breast. 1681 GLANVILL 
Sadducisnius i. (ed. 2) 34 How did the Jugglers do this 
with Painting and Fucussing. 1684 Puivuirs tr. Pltarch’s 
Mor. (1691) III. vit. 199 The Sibyl .. uttering Sentences 
altogether thoughtful and serious, neither fucus’d nor per- 
fum’d. 1855 Kincstey Westw. Ho! (1861) 180 A painted, 
patched, fucused, perriwigged, bolstered, Charybdis. 

Fud (fvd). Sc. and north. dial, [Of uncertain 
origin; perh. a. or cognate with ON. fwd neut., 
cunnus, = MHG, vu¢ (mod.Ger. hundsfott used as 
a term of abuse) ; formally identical with Skr. putaz 
dual, buttocks. ] 

1, ‘The backside or buttocks’ (Jam.). 

785 R. Forses Poems in Buchan Dial. 5 He .. turn'd to 
us his fud. 1804 Tarras Poems 99, 1..wad yir heavy fud gie 
A po pike. 

. The tail or ‘scut’ of a hare, rabbit, etc. 

1787 Burns Tam Samsox vii, Ye maukins cock your fud 
fu’ braw, Withouten dread. 1833 M. Scorr Tom Cringle 
xvii. (1859) 459 Do you cock your fud at me, you tiny thief 
you?—he struck at it with his stick. Tip the duck dived 
and did not rise again. 1847 in HALLIweLt}; and in various 
dial. glossaries, f 

3. Woollen-manuf. [Perh.a different word. Cf. 
Foop 4 b.] 

1873 Weale’s Dict. Archit. (ed. 3), Hud, woollen waste. 
1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Fudd, the refuse or dirt 
cleaned out of the materials during the processes of scrib- 
bling and carding, 

Fud(d)e, obs. form of Foon. 


Fudder (fo'dar). Also 7-8 fooder. 


[f. prec. +-AL.] = 


[ad. Ger. 


. 





FUDDLE. 


Juder (=FotuEr) used in the same sense.] A tun 
(of wine). 

1679, 21767 [see FoopEr]. 1839 Burcknarpt German 
Dict., Fuder, fudder, tun (of wine). 1851 Loner. Gold. Leg. 
1v. Convent of Hirschau 100 A benison rest on the Bishop 
who sends Such a fudder of wine as this to his friends ! 
[x884 S74. Yames's Gaz. 11 Aug. 5/2 Eight fuders of wine.] 

Fudder, Sc. var. of FouLDRE. 

c1590 Buret Pass. Pilger. in ¥. Watson's Collect. (1706) 1. 
24 To fle the flichts, of fudder. 

attrib, 1819 W. Tennant Pafistry Stormt'd (1827) 219 
Thunder-vollies.. And fudder-flashes mixt wi’ hail. 

Fudder, obs. form of Fopprr, ForHeEr. 

Fuddle (fv'd’l), sb. slang or collog. [f. next vb.] 

+1. Drink, liquor, ‘ booze’. Ods. 

1680 R. L’EstranceE Codlog. Evasm. 124 They have taken 
their Dose of Fuddle. c1680 Roxb, Baill. (1890) VII. 78 
With a cup of fuddle. @1zoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Fuddle, Drink. 1706 E. Warp Hud. Rediv.1. v, Wesipp’d 
our Fuddle, As Women in the Straw do Caudle. 


2. A drinking bout. Ox the fuddle: out for a 


lengthened spell of drinking. 

a 1813 A. Witson My Landlady's Nose Poet. Wks. (1846) 
3or Old Patrick M‘Dougherty when on the fuddle, Pulls 
out a cigar, and [etc.]. 1832-53 Whistle-binkie (Scot. 
Songs) Ser. 11. 111 For a ance-a-year fuddle I’d scarce gie 
a strae. 1865 B. Briertey /rkdale I. 61 At th’ height of 
a wakes fuddle. 1891 Newcastle Even. Chron. 29 Jan. 3/1 
She usually provided food in the house when she was not 
on the ‘ fuddle’. 

3. Intoxication ; an intoxicated state. 

1764 Low Life 24 In order to take large Morning Draughts, 
and secure the first Fuddle of the Day. 1890 Voshiwara 
Episode 67 If he were oniy in his senses, instead of in a fuddle. 

4. transf. The state of being muddled, confused, 


or the like. 

1827 R. H. Froupe Remains (1838) I. 219 My notions 
about it have been..very fuddled and bewildered; and, 
I suppose, if I were to attempt to analyse and explain them, 
I might raise my fuddle to the nt® power. 1880 WesB 
Goethe's Faust 1. v, He rushed about—Vain was his frenzied 
fuddle. 


Fuddle (fv'd’l), v. [Of obscure origin; cf. Du. 
vod soft, slack, loose, Ger. dial. fuddelz to swindle. ] 
1. intr. To havea drinking bout; to tipple, booze. 


Also, to fuddle it. 

1588 Acc. in Morris Chester (1895) 328 John Wright, for 
fuddleing and drinkinge with other leters and molestationers, 
just nothing. 1659 D. Pett /mpr. Sea 116 note, See a 
Captain of a ship sending for this, and the other shandy 
fellow. .to fuddle it in their cabbins. 1696 W. MounracuE 
Detights Holland 184 The Men .. sit up Gaming and Fud- 
dling greatest part of Night. 1713 Pol. Ballads (1860) II. 
137 Here Barons may talk, and Squires may fuddle. 182 
Joseph the Book-Man 33 No man might drink ‘That could 
not fuddle till he wink. 1863 Bates Wat. Amzazon iii. (1864) 
53 He is going to fuddle in honour of St. Thomé. 

b. quasi-trans. with away. ‘| Also, to empty 
(a pot) by drinking. 

c1680 Roxb. Ball. (1890) VII. 77 She calls up her Neigh- 
bors, for to go and fuddle a Pot. 1756 Gentl. Mag. 
XXVI. 431 They fuddle away the day with riot and pro- 
phaneness, : : . i . 

2. trans. To confuse with or as with drink, intoxi- 


cate, render tipsy. 

c1600 T7710 11. Vv. (1842) 37 Ie giue thee ale pragmaticall 
indeede Which, if thou drinke, shall fuddle thee hande and 
foote. 1633 May Heir 1. in Hazl. Dodsley XI. 523 Did you 
never come in half fuddled? 1706 E, Baynarp Cold Baths 
1. (1709) 362, I made my Man give him a Cup of Ale.. 
under a Pint, yet it almost fuddled him. 1771 SMOLLETT 
Humph. Cl. (1815) 233 After all the other females were 
fuddled with dram-drinking. 1809 W. Irvine Kuickerd. 
(1861) 241 The inhabitants. . get fuddled with mint-julep and 
apple-toddy. 1837 Dickens Pickw. 1, Bob Sawyer and Ben 
Allen, both slightly fuddled. 1890 Spectator 27 Dec. 938/1 It 
[hypnotism] fuddles the will, in fact, but does not destroy it. 

absol. 1728 Brapitey Fam. Dict. s.v. Strawberry, The 
Wine made of them will Fuddle. 1826 J. Witson Noe. 
Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 130 The toddy having lost all taste and 
all power o’ fuddlin. 

b. To fuddle one’s cap or nose: to get drunk, | 

1663 CowLry Cutter of Colman St. u.ii, We'll fuddle our 
Noses together. 1719 D’Urrey Pills (1872) IV. 106 If their 
Caps be fuddled with Ipse. 1724 in Ramsay 7ea-t. Mise. 
(1729) 15 Come, let us fuddle all our Noses. c 1798 Spirit 
Pub. Fruis. (1799) 1. 9 No Persian of old, till he fuddled his 
nose, Any measure in Senate was wont to propose. 

ce. transf. (See quots.) 

1825 Brockett NV. C. Words, Fuddle, to intoxicate fish. 
1835, S. Oviver Rambles in Northumb. Bo Vibes they call 
fuddling the fish, by liming the water, or throwing into the 
pools a preparation of Coculus Indicus. 

3. transf. and fig. To stupefy, muddle, confuse 
(also + with wf). Formerly also of delight, ete.: 
To ‘intoxicate’, (In quots. 1617, 1678 perh.= 


FUBBLE.) 

1617 tr. De Dominis on Rom. xiii. 12 Nor would they 
suffer themselues to be any longer deceiued, and fuddled up 
in that darke cloud, and night of infolded faith. 1678 Cup- 
wortu /nZed/. Syst. 1. iii. 157 Nature is.. Reason immersed 
and plunged into Matter, and as it were fuddled in it, and 
confounded with it. 1694 CrownE J/arried Beau v. Wks. 
1874 IV. 325 Now she will fuddle me with every kiss. 1745 
Lavy S. Cowrer Let. to Mrs. Dewes 5 June in M7s. Delany's 
Life & Corr. (1861) Il. 356 He was quite fuddled with joy. 
1803 Edin. Rev. U1. 398 He is fuddled with animal spirits. 
1854 H. Rocers Zss. (1860) II. 6 To impair and fuddle the 
intellect. : 

4. Comb.: +faddle cap [see 2 b], a tippler, sot. 

1666 tr. Horace’s Odes 1. i, The Fuddlecap whose God’s 
the Vyne. 1708 Morreux Aaédelais v. vi. (1737) 21 Here’s 
to thee, old Fuddlecap. 


FUDDLED. 
Fuddled (fo'dl’d), 227. a. [f. FuDDLE v. + -ED1.] 


Intoxicated ; also, muddled. 

1656 H. More Enthus. Triumph. 7 They would consider 
of it first both welnigh fuddled and sober. 1693 DryDEN 
Fuvenal vi. 420 Full Brimmers to their Fuddled Noses 
thrust. 1730-46 THomson Autumn 537 The table floating 
round, And pavement, faithless to the fuddled foot. 1830 
Boston Gaz. 26 Oct. 4, | was not drunk, I was only fuddled. 
1865 LivincsTONE Zamibest v. 117 Our men soon pacified 
the fuddled but good-humoured medico. 

Fuddler (fo:dloz). [f Fuppir v.+-2R1.] One 


who fuddles, a tippler. 

1699 BentLey PAa/. iii. 125 What Present could be more 
proper to sucha Fuddler than. .one of the biggest of Cups? 
1764 Low Life 32 For the Use of .. conceited Fudlers, 
1812 W. Tennant Axster F. 1. xix, I'll not have you, thou 
fuddler. : 

Fu'ddling, v3/. sd. [f. Fuppux v. + -1Ne1.] 

1. The action of the vb, FUDDLE. 

1665 J. Wesp Stoxe-Heng (1725) 225 His other Fables, of 
Electing, Feasting, Fudling, Fidling, they are beneath us. 
1670 J. Furry Jest. to True Light 24 Go not a Fudling, 
but fear the Lord. 1871 C. Gipson Lack of Gold xxx, The 
fuddling commenced in earnest. 

2. attrib. and Comb., as fuddling-bout,-cap,-liquor, 
-table, -tent; fuddling-crib, -school, a drinking 
den. 

1708 Motteux Rabelais v. ix, We went back to have 
t’other *fuddling Bout. c1600 Songs Costume (Percy) 119 
The *fuddling cap, by Bacchus’ might, Turns night to day, 
and day to night. 1738 Gentl. Mag. VIII. 80 The Parson 
hath lost his Fuddling-cap. 1856 Howseh. Words XIII. 544 
Saunders’s *fuddling crib was adouble hovel. 1707 SLOANE 
Famaica 1, p. xxix, The common *fuddling liquor .. is 
Rum-punch, 1680 MorpEN Geog. Rect. (1685) 333 The 
Greeks .. keep *Fudling Schools for the Mariners. 1708 
T. Warp Exg. Ref. (1716) 37 Transform’d the..Altars into 
*Fuddling Tables. 1683-4 “vost of 1683-4 (Percy) 6 Where 
ships and barges used to frequent Now may you seea booth 
or *fuddling tent. 

Fuddling (fo'dlin), 297. a. [f. as prec. + -ING?.] 
That fuddles, tippling. 

1654 R. WuitLock Zootomia 93 Fudling Gossips. 1662-3 
Perys Diary 24 Mar., A fuddling, troublesome fellow. 
1852 THackeray Zsmond 1. xi, Fuddling squires from the 
country round. 

Fude, obs. form of FEuD !, Foon. 


Fudge (fxdz), zt. and sb. [Origin obscure. 
The int. as used by Goldsmith (quot. 1766) seems from the 


context merely to represent an inarticulate expression of ° 


indignant disgust, though later writers who adopted it from 
him use it with a more definite meaning. ‘The sb. appears 
to have been developed partly from the int., and partly from 
Fupce v. The etymology suggested in the annexed quot. 
1700 can hardly be correct, though Captain Fudge, ‘ by some 
called Lying Fudge’, (Letter of 1664 in Crouch Posthuma 
Christiana 1712, p. 87) was a real person (the surname is 
still common in Dorset). The nautical phrase ‘ You fudge 
it’, associated in 1700 with the name of the mendacious 
captain, prob. belongs to Fupce v. 1. In a dialogue of 
1702, ‘The Present Condition of the English Navy’, one of 
the interlocutors is called ‘Young Fudg of the Admiralty’, 
perh. with allusion to the same verb. 

1700 Remarks on the Navy in D'Israeli Cur, Lit., Neology 
(1841), There was, sir, in our time one Captain Fudge. .who 
. always brought home his owners a good cargo of lies, so 
much that now aboard ship the sailors, when they hear 
a great lie told, cry out, ‘ You fudge it ’.] 

A. znt. Stuff and nonsense! Bosh! & 

1766 Gotpsm. Vic. W. xi, The very impolite behaviour of 
Mr. Burchell, who..at the conclusion of every sentence 
would cry out Fudge! c 1818 PEEt in Croker Papers (1884) 
L.iv. 116 To all the latter part of your letter I answer. . Fudge. 
1842 Barnam J/ngol. Leg., Bloudie Facke, But others cry 
‘fudge’. 1876 F. E. Trottore Charming Fellow 1, xv. 200 
Anything of consequence to say? Fudge! He is coming 
begging. 

B. sé. 

1, Contemptible nonsense, ‘ stuff’, bosh. 

179t Mrs. RavcuirFe Row. Forest x, That is all fudge to 
frighten you. 1838 Lowe. Zef#t. (1894) I. 28 As for my 
dependence on my own powers, 'tis all fudge. 1865 E. C. 
Crayton Cruel Fortune 1. 105, I only hope your marriage 
will cure you of your silly fudge. i 

2. A made-up story, a deceit. 

1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennett Beggar Girl (1813) III. 112 But 
that must be all a fudge; because, you see, he did not over- 
take you. 1841 Lytton Wi. § Jorn. u. vii, Very genteel 
young man—prepossessing appearance—(that’s a fudge !) 
highly educated. 1878 Emerson Misc. Pagers, fort. 
Republ, Wks. (Bohn) III. 399 "Tis a wild democracy; the 
riot of mediocrities and dishonesties and fudges. 

3. An impostor, humbug. 

1794 Mrs. A. M. Bennetr Z/ex III. 132 What an old 
fudge ! You won't give her up, I hope, Charles. 

Fudge (fvdz), v. [app. an onomatopceic altera- 
tion of FapcE v., with vowel expressive of more 
clumsy action.] 

1. trans. To fit together or adjust in a clumsy, 
makeshift, or dishonest manner ; to patch or ‘ fake’ 
up; to ‘cook’ accounts. Often in schoolboy lan- 
guage: To make (a problem) look as if it had 
been correctly worked, by altering figures; to con- 
ceal the defects of (a map or other drawing) by 
adjustment of the parts, so that no glaring dis- 
proportion is observed; and in other like uses. 


Cf. FapGE v. 3. Often with w/. 

The first quot. is open to doubt, as the word may be 
a misprint for /ridged. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv. Ep. Ded., They may..be.. 
fudged up into such a smirkish liveliness, as may last as 
Jong as the Summers warmth holds on, 1771 LuckomBe 
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Printing 498 Fudge, to contrive without necessary Materials 
or do Work in a bungling Manner. 186x SaLa Dutch 
Pictures xvi, 255 Do they go to chapel in surplices, and 
fudge impositions? 1867 Miss Brappon Birds of Prey 
1. i, Any one who can fudge up the faintest pretence of 
a claim to it. 1879 F. Pottox Sfort Brit. Burmah 11. 99 
They fudged their accounts so as to give little or no trouble 
to the almighty control department. 1886 C. D. WarNER 
Their Pilgrim. xiv. 297 A stout resolute matron .. with 
a lot of cotton lace fudged about her neck. 1890 W. West- 
cott in Brit, Med. ¥rnl. 15 Mar. 620 The root of the white 
bryony .. is sometimes fudged up by dealers to imitate the 
mandrake root, ‘ 

absol. 1888 Rye Record-searching 9 Straining coinci- 
dences, presuming identities, and fudging judiciously. 

b. To thrust zz awkwardly or irrelevantly; to 
foist 27. 

1776 Foote Bankrupt ut. Wks. 1799 II. 128 That last 
suppose is fudged in. 1824 Blackw. Mag. XVI. 708 This 
adjected part of the plan, which has been fudged in with 
so much unnecessary haste. 

e. Naut. Zo fudge a day's work: to work a dead 
reckoning by rapid ‘ rule of thumb’ methods. 

1830 Marryat King’s Own viii, He could fudge a day’s 
work. 1836 — Midsh. Easy xviii, Before they arrived at 
Malta, Jack could fudge a day’s work. 

2. intr. To fit in with what is anticipated, come 
off; also, to turn out, result ;=FADGE v. 4. 

Is fadge the true reading in these passages? 

1615 CHAMBERLAIN Lez. 15 June in Crt. & Times Fas. I 
(1849) I. 366 Sir Fulk Greville is once more in speech to be 
made a baron..but, if that fudge not, the Bishop of Win- 
chester is in the way to be lord privy seal. 1829Scotr Frnd. 
2 Feb., We will see how this will fudge. 1831 /d7d. 20 Jan., 
We will see how the matter fudges. 

3. [f. FupGE zz. or sb.] To talk nonsense, tell 


‘crams’. Also quasi-trazs. 

1834 Tait’s Mag. 1.205 The Duchess. .feeds, flatters and 
fudges them into allegiance. 1884 Chester Gloss., Fudge, 
to talk nonsense}; especially with the intent to cvazz another 
person, 

Hence Fudged ///. a., Fu'dging vdl. sd. 

1860 R. F. Burton Centr. Afr. I. v. 132 He had.. an 
addiction to ‘fudging’, which rendered the severest over- 
seeingnecessary. 1885 Rye Hist. Norfolk 226 A lot of fudged 
heraldry. 1895 Edin. Rev. Apr. 465 Acircular dome can 
easily be raised with only a little fudging of the surfaces. 


Fudge-wheel. [?f. Fupcr v.+ WHEEL sé.] 
(See quot.) 


1874 Knicut Dict. Mech, 1. 921 Fudge-wheel (Shoe- 
making), a tool to ornament the edge of a sole, 

Fudgy (fo'dzi), a. [?f. Fupen v.+-y1.] 

1. Fretful, irritable, uneasy. 

1819 Blackw. Mag. V. 677 [He] kept running to and fro 
like a wasp without a sting, very fierce and fudgy. 1883 
eee Gloss. s.v., They young cows are apt to be fudgy in 
milking. 

2. U.S. Botched, bungling, awkward. 

1872 C. D. WARNER Saunterings (1883) 156 There is some 
fashion, in a fudgy quaint way, here in Munich. 


Fueillemort(e: see FEUILLEMORTE, FILEMOT. 

Fuel (fizél), sb. Forms: 4-5 fewaile, 5-6 -all, 
5-8 -el(1, 4-5 fowayle, 5 -aly, -el(1, 4 Sc. fwaill, 
4-7 fuell(e, 8 feuel, 7- fuel. [a. OF. fowarlle, 
Jeuaile :—popular L. focalia, neut. pl. of focalis adj., 
f. focus fire: see Focus. In the medizeval Lat. of 
France and England focaléa pl., focale or focaliume 
sing., frequently occur in charters with reference to 
the obligation to furnish or the right to demand 
supplies of fuel.] 

1. Material for burning, combustible matter as 


used in fires, etc. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xv. cix. (1495) 528 Inmany 
places the grounde is glewy: and of it they make good 
fuell. ¢1400 Maunpev, (Roxb.) xxvii. 126 Men .. driez 
bestez dung and brynnez for defaute of fewaile. c1450 Bk. 
Curtasye 385 in Badees Bk. 311 Fuelle bat schalle brenne 
In halle. 1548 Forrest Pleas. Poesye 347 Meate, clothe, 
and fewell withe the same to bye. 1632 Lirncow 7’rav. x. 
497 Divers kinds of Coale, and earth fewell. 1727 Swirr 
Gulliver 1m, i. 180 Dry grass and sea-weed which I intended 
for feuel, 1815 ELpHinstone Acc. Caudul (1842) I. 381 
Shrubs, which. .serve for fuel. 1827 Farapay Chen. Manip. 
iv. 08 The fuel to be used in furnaces. .coal, coke, and char- 
coal, 

P In the poem of Cover de Lion, which contains the earliest 
known examples of the word in Eng., it seems to be used 
for ‘victuals, provisions’, perh, by a misinterpretation of 
the OF. phrase douche et fouaille ‘meat and fuel’, which 
seems to have been current as a general expression for the 
necessaries of life ; cf. the quots. from Barbour below. 

13.. Coer de L. 1471 No man selle hem no fowayle. did. 
1545 ‘Swylk fowayle as we bought yistyrday, For no catel 
get I may.’ Rychard aunsweryd .. ‘ Off froyt here is gret 
plente!’. 1375 Barsour Bruce tv. 64 The castell weill 
vittalit thai, With met and fwaill can purvay. Jd¢d. 170 
{Thai] na wittaill na fwaill had, 

b. fig.; esp. something that serves to feed or 
inflame passion, excitement, or the like. 

¢1580 C’rrss Pemproxe Ps. cxlvii. 3 [He] Fuell of life 
to mountaine cattaile yieldes, 1596 Drayton Legends iii. 
147 My blandishments were Fuell to that fire. 1641 J. 
Jackson True Evang. T. 11, 206 They foment, and adde 
fuell to their inimicitious qualities. 1681 Temple AZez. 111. 
Wks. 1731 I. 339 Lord Shaftsbury had been busie in pre- 
paring Fewel for next Session. 1709 STEELE Zatler No. 
150 P 6 Where each Party isalways laying up Fuel for Dis- 
sention. 1818 Jas. Mutt Brit. /ndia II. ww. viii. 273 This 
elevation added fuel to the ambition of Hyder, 1835 Tuirt- 
WALL Gveece I. viii. 299 Enjoyments which could supply fuel 
to private cupidity. 1855 Bain Senses § Jui, m1. lil. § 13 
Difficulty adds fuel to the flame, 








FUFF. 


2. (With a and Z/.) A kind of fuel. + Also 7/. 
in collective sense, articles serving as fuel. 

1626 Bacon Sylva § 775 Turf, and Peat, and Cow-sheards 
are cheap Fewels, and last long. @1694 M. Rosrnson 
Autobiog. (1856) 60 That none should be troublesome to 
their neighbours by cutting their wood or breaking their 
fuels. 1776 ADAM Situ W, N. 1. xi. 11. (1869) I. 176 Coals 
are a less agreeable fuel than wood. 1858 LARDNER Hand: 
bk. Nat. Phil. 386 Vhis fuel, like coal, consists principally 
of carbon and hydrogen in various proportions. 1894 Daily 
News 25 May 2/6 Mr. G. Stockfleth read a paper on 
‘Liquid Fuels’, 

3. attrib. and Comb., as fuel-forest, -house, -log, 
-wood, 

1895 Daily News 16 May 6/5 A French *fuel forest. 1807 
VANCOUVER Agric. Devon (1813) 473 *Fuel-house. 1897 
Mary Kinestey W. Africa 126 One half of her deck is 
dedicated to *fuel logs. 1668 Witkins Real Char. 330 
Hay, Straw, *Fewel wood. 1823 in Cobbett Rus. Rides 
(1885) I. 361 There is a good deal of fuel-wood. 

ce. Special comb.: +fuel-bear (see quot. and 
Bier) ; fuel-economizer, a contrivance for saving 
fuel in an engine or furnace; fuel-feeder (see 
quot.) ; fuel-gas, gas intended for use as fuel. 

1612 SturTEVANT Metallica (1854) 117 The *Fewell-beare 
is a generall part of a Furnace which beareth and holdeth 
the fewell and fire. 1880 Engineering 2 Apr. 262 Anarrange- 
ment of *fuel economiser. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech.1. gat 
*Fuel-feeder, a device for feeding fuel in graduated quanti- 
ties to a furnace. 1886 ¥rnl. Kranklin Inst. CXXI. 311 
Some form of *fuel-gas will be manufactured to take its place. 

Fuel (fizél), v. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To feed or furnish with fuel. Z7¢. and fig. 

c1s9z2 Martowe Massacre Parisi. i, The native sparks 
of princely love.. May still be fuell’d in our progeny. 1609 
W. M. Man in Moone (1849) 12 Five chimnies, well fewel’d, 
vent not more smoake then his mouth and nostrils. 1647 
Cow.ry Mistress, Despair ii, That dreadful Name, Which 
fewels the infernal Flame. a@uzir Ken Hymnariune 
Poet. Wks. 1721 II. 130 Wealth fuel’d Sin. 1733 CHEYNE 
Eng. Malady ux. viii. § 8 (1734) 204 Neglecting the Means, 
or fuelling the Disease by a Mal-regimen, 1811 W. R. 
Spencer Poems 120 Whose fires are not lighted and fuel’d 
by Love. 1817 CoteripcE Sibyl. Leaves (1862) 129 The 
magic cauldron of a fervid and ebullient fancy, constantly 
fuelled by an unexampled opulence of language. 1859 Lp. 
Lytron Wanderer 169 We fuel ourselves, I conceive, The 
fire the Fiend lights. 1869 BLAckmMore Lorna D. xvi, 
I would not put a trunk of wood on the fire in the kitchen, 
but let Annie. .fuel it. 

2. intr. To get fuel. 

1880 Dixon Windsor IV. ti. 14 Poor people had enjoyed 
the right of fuelling in the park. 


+ Furelist. Ods. rare. 


who supplies fuel. 

1664 Evetyn Sylva (1776) 538 First that our Fuelist begin 
with the Underwood, 1736 in Bartey (folio). 

Fuellage, obs. form of FoLiacE, 

Fuelled (fizéld), p/. a. [f. Forn + -ep1.] 
Furnished with fuel. 

1624 Wotton Elem. Arch. in Relig. (1651) 203 Some [of the 
precepts for well-building] are plainly Oeconomicall ; as that 
the seat be well-watered and well fuelled. 1667 Mitton 
P. L.1. 234 Thundring Etna, whose combustible And fewel’d 
entrals, etc. 1730-46 THomson Aztumn 502 The fuel’d 
chimney blazes wide. 1772 Murruy Grecian Daz. iv. ii, The 
fuelled entrails [of mount A2tna] summon all their rage. 

Fueller (fizéla1). Now rare. [f. Furn v.+ 
-ER!,] One who or that which supplies fuel for 


fires. Also, the domestic who makes the fires, 


and jig. 
14.. Nom. in Wr.-Wiilcker 688/32 Hic focarius, a fewyller. 


1483 Cath. Angi. 145/1 Fueller (A. Feweller), focarius. 
rsgt' PercivaLt Sp. Dict., Lenador, a fueller, a wood 
carrier, 1601 CHETTLE & Munpay Death Earl of Hunt- 
ington 1.in Hazl. Dodsley VIII. 235 See the fueller Suffer 
the cook to want no wood. @1603 IT. Cartwricut Con/ut. 
Rhem. N. T. (1618) 738 Let vs see what fine fuellers they 
be in the Popes kichen that they can make the Purgatorie 
fire so cunningly. 1647 C. Harvey Sch. Heart (Grosart) 
122 See how hell’s fueller his bellowes plies Blowing the fire 
that burnt too fast before. 1720 StryPE Stow’s Suv. (1754) 
II. v. xiv. 313/2 The Carmen .. were incorporated with the 
people called Fuellers by the name of woodmongers. | 1892 
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch 5 May, The fuelers ,. desire to 
help the cargo loaders. 

Fuelless (fiz-él,lés), a. 
Destitute of fuel. 

1897 Sat, Rev. UXXXIII. 251/2 The party entered the 
fuelless wastes of the Barren Land. 

+ Fuellize, v. Ods. [f. Fur sb. + -1ZE.] trans. 


To supply with fuel, feed. 

163r R. H. Arraignm. Whole Creature v. 33 Whom the 
ordinary Creatures cannot content in fuellizing and refresh- 
ing Nature. /did. xiii, § 2. 203 Imagining to satisfie Lust, 
by fuellizing and feeding it. 

uerse, obs. form of FIERCE. 

Fuff (fof), sb. Chiefly Sc. [f. next vb.] ; 

1. A puff of wind ; also a sound resembling this ; 
the ‘ spit’ of a cat ; a whiff (of tobacco-smoke). 

1835 Lynpesay Satyre 2137 Ane fistand flag; a flagartie 
fuffe. 1804 Tarras Poems 67 Something hin’ her wi’ a 
skyte, Gat up, an’ gied a fuff. 1816 Scorr Amftzq. ix, ‘The 
ghaist..then disappeared like a fuff 0’ tobacco.” 188 
Stevenson Thrawn Fanet in Cornhill Mag. XLV. 443 
‘There cam’a clap o’ wund, like a cat’s fuff.’ 1895 United 
Presb. Mag. Apr. 167 The stillness was unbroken save by 
the cheerful fuff of the fire. 

2. A burst of ill temper; ‘ huff’, ‘ fume’. 

1834 CartyLe Lez. 28 Jan. in Froude Remin. (1882) Il. 
410 What a miserable fuff thou gettest into, poor old exas- 
perated politician! 1838 Mrs. CartyLe Ze/#. (1883) I. 102, 


[f. Furn+-ist.] One 


[f. FuEL sd. + -LESS.] 


FUFF. 


I have put the Stimabile in a great fuff. 1893 STEVENSON 
Catriona 235 The causelessness of all this fuff stirred my 
own bile. 

3. ? A soft feathery mass. (Cf. lif) 

1700 S. L. tr. #xyke’s Voy, E. Ind. 47 The Leaves [of the 
coco-nut tree] spread themselves all in a fuff,and the Nutts 
under them. 


Fruff (fof), v. Sc. and dal. [echoic. Cf. Farry, 
Jaf dial.] 


. intr. To puff. Said of a breeze, fire, etc.; also, 
of a person in anger or out of breath. Also, fo 


Sume and fuff, fuff and pegh. 

1513 Douctas Zneis vin. vii. 120 The hait fyr Dois fuf 
and blaw in blesis byrnand schyr. 1721 Ramsay Lilegy 
Patie Birnie iii, When strangers landed .. Fuffin an pegh- 
ing, he wad gang, And crave their pardon that sae lang 
He'd been acoming. 1756 Mrs. CALDERWoop Fz. vii. 
(1884) 204 She fuffed and kindled, if they but opened their 
mouth, 1819 W. Tennant Pafistry Storm’d (1827) 160 
For ane that gat in o’ that rout, Ten fuffin’ stood a while 
thairout. 1822 Hocc Perils of Man Il. 39 He brings 
me in mind o’ a barrel o’ beer, fuming and fuffing. 1864 
Athenzunt No. 1928. 456/2 It was a smithy, fuffing, glow- 
ing. 1876 Whitby Gloss., Puff, to puff, as a breeze does. 


b. To go away or off witha puff. Z¢. and fig. 

1822 Gatt Six A. Wylie III. xviii. 150 ‘ He fuffed awa wi 
a’ his gowd and gear to Miss Jenny’. 1892 Northumodld. 
Gloss. s.v., The poother fuffed off iv a jiffy. 

2. Of a cat or tiger: To ‘spit’. 

a 1693 [see the vbl. sb.]. 1840 Mrs. Carty.e Le/z. (1 883) I. 
124 Coiled up and fuffing like a young tiger about to spring. 

3. trans. To puff (a tobacco-pipe). Also, to 
send owt (steam) with a fuff. 

1787 Burns Hadloween xiii, She fuff’t her pipe wi’ sica 
lunt. 1818 Scorr Hr¢. Midd, xlv, ‘Reuben Butler isna the 
man I take him to be, if he disna learn the Captain to fuff 
his pipe some other gate than in God’s house.’ 1894 CRocKETT 
Raiders 240 The pot boiled and fuffed out little puffs of 
steam. 

Hence Fu'ffing v0/. sb. and Zf/. a. 

1687 Cotvit Whigs Supplic. (1751) 151 Batrons.. Doth fall 
a fuffing, and a mewing, While monkeys are the chesnuts 
chewing. @1693 Urqunart Rade/ais 1. xiii. 107 Mioling of 
Tygers, bruzzing of Bears, sussing [vead fuffing (Jam.)] of 
Kitnings, 1822 Hoce Perils of Man II. 231, ‘I should hae 
said something in return, but. .I was like to fa’ to the fuffing 
and greeting.’ 1895 Crockett Men of Mosshags 165 ‘Them 
that steals... burns in muckle hell—bleezin’ up in fuffin’ lowes.’ 


Fuff (fof), zzter7. Sc. a. Used to imitate a 
sound. hb, An exclamation of contempt. 

1780 Mayne Siller Gun 1. xli, Fuff play’d the priming— 
heels owr ither, They fell in shairn! 1804 Tarras Poems 4 
Fuff, Robie man! chear up your dowie saul ! 


Fuffle (fo'f’l), v. Sc. rare. [onomatopceic.] 
trans. To throw into disorder; to jerk about; to 
hustle, treat with contumely. Hence Fu‘ffled 2//. a. 


Also Fu'file s4., violent exertion, fuss. 

1536 Lynpesay Answ. Kingis Flyting 54 That feynd, with 
fuffilling of hir roistit hoch, Caist doun the fat, 1635 D. 
Dickson Pract. Writ. (1845) I. 177 Thou must be content 
instead of favour to be fuffled. 1801 Hoce Sc. Pastorals 
14 When muckle Pate, wi’ desp’rate fuffle, Had at Poltowa 
wonthe scuffle. 1819 W. Tennant Papistry Storm'd (1827) 
66 He saw the Vicar. .In fuffel’d garb, and plicht ungainly. 

Fuffy (fo'fi), a. Sc. and north. dial. [f. Furr sd. 
+-¥l, 

1. Light and soft. ? 

1824 in Craven Gloss. 1851 S. Jupp Margaret xvii. (1871) 
147 She mounted the high, white, fuffy plain [of snow], 
1876 Whitby Gloss., Fufy, light, soft, and fraught with dust, 
like a fuzz-ball. 

2. ‘ Huffy’, ‘touchy’, 

1858 M. Porteous Souter ¥ohnny 30 Nocht invites Your 
fuffy bardship, mair nor see His Satellites. 

|| Pufu (ff). West African. (See quots.) 

1863 Wand. W. Africa II. 144 ‘ Fufu’ is composed of yam, 
plaintain, or casava}; it is peeled, boiled, pounded and made 
into balls, 1888 Daly News 17 July 5/3 Plantains .. form 
the staple of food with the natives, who beat them up into 

ufu. 

Fug, Sc. form of Foe 5.1 

Fugacious (fizgé'-fas),@. Also 7 -atious. [f. 
L. fugact-, fugax (£. fugére to flee) + -ous.] 

1. Apt to flee away or flit. a, Of immaterial 
things: Tending to disappear, of short duration ; 
evanescent, fleeting, transient, fugitive. 

1634 Ratnsow Labour (1635) A ij, Fugatious words, which 
escape the eares pursuit, a@1677 Barrow Seva, Wks. 1716 
III. 53 Athing most fugacious and slippery. 1722 WoLLAsTON 
Relig. Nat. ix, 206 With at best only a few deceitful, little, 
fugacious pleasures interspersed. 1774 Warton Hist, Eng. 
Poetry xii. III. 433, I owe this information to the manuscript 
papers of these fugacious anecdotes. 18127 W. Taytor in 
Monthly Mag. XLV. 234 There is in the affection of poetic 
readers a something very fugacious. 1855 Ht, Martineau 
Axtobiog. (1877) II. 226 The fugacious nature of life and 
time. 1865 Mitt Lxam, Hamilton 203 Colours, tastes, 
smells. .being, in comparison, fugacious. 

b. Of persons: + Ready to run away. Also 
humorously (of persons), fleeing; (of things) slip- 
pery. rare. 

1651 J. F(reaxe) Agrippa's Occ. Philos. 557 The most 
fugatious of all the Gods. 1872 Howetts Wedd. Fourn. 81 
The oily slices of fugacious potatoes slipping about in the 
dish. 1885 Harper's Mag. Feb. 367/1 Aunt. .chuckled away 
to herself at the retrospect of her own fugacious figure. 

ce. Of a material substance: Volatile. 

1671 J. WessterR Metallogr. viii. 126 This primium ens 
-.is a fugacious spirit. 1684 tr. Bonet’s Merc. Compit. 
vi. 198 The fugacious poison departs as the Serum breaks 
out. 1794 G. Apams Nat. § Exp. Philos. 1. xi. 433 No one 
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..has analyzed the fugacious element of air with more 
success, 1823 Mechanic's Mag. No. 10. 160 From the 
highly fugacious nature of that part of coffee on which its 
fine flavour depends. 


2. Bot, and Zool. Falling or fading early; soon 


cast off. Cf. Capucous I. 

1750 G. Hucues Barbadoes 35 An immoderate use of crude 
fugacious fruits. .will likewise occasion a Diarrhoea, 1796 
Witnertnc Brit. Plants (ed. 3) 1V. 288 Curtain white, 
delicate, fugacious, hanging in fragments at the edge of the 
piléus. 1796 C. MarsHatt Garden. ii. (1813) 16 Seed..may 
be extreemly fugacious by its slight adhesion to the plant. 
1874 Cooke Fungi (1875) 18 In some Agarics the ring is 
very fugacious or absent altogether. 1877-84 F. E. Hutme 
Wild Fi. Ser. 1. p. xiv, Petals..very fugacious. 

Hence Fuga‘ciously adv., Fuga‘ciousness. 

1664 Evetyn Kal. Hort. Introd. 56 Well therefore did .. 
Columella put his Gard’ner in mind of the fugaciousness 
of the Seasons, 1811 A. T, THomson Lond. Disp. (1830) 
torr Sulphuretted hydrogen is known to be contained in 
water .. by its reddening the infusion of litmus fugaciously. 
1821 New Monthly Mag. 1. 160 The utter inanity and 
fugaciousness of all mortal grandeur. 1875 H. C. Woop 
Therap. (1879) 116 The volatility of ammonia and the 
extreme figaciousness of its action. 

Fugacity (fizge'siti). [fas prec.+-ry.] The 
quality of being fugacious; instability; transitori- 
ness. Ofa material substance: Volatility. 

1656 Birount Glossogr., Fugacity, a readiness to run 
away, inconstancy, an inclination to flight. 1666 BoyLe 
Orig. Formes & Qual. 190 By our Experiment, its Fugacity 
is so restrain’d, that. .the Caput mortuum..endured a good 
fire in the Retort. 1751 JoHNson Rambler No. 143 P3 The 
deceitfulness of hope, the fugacity of pleasure, the fragility 
of beauty. 1807 F. WrancHam Serm. Transl. Script. 31 
Considerations of the fugacity of time. 1830 LinpLEy Vat. 
Syst. Bot. 288 The acrid principle .. notwithstanding its 
fugacity, has been lately obtained pure. 1841-44 Emerson 
Ess., Poet (1885) II. 321 The accidency and fugacity of the 
symbol. 1868 BusHnewy Sev. Liv. Subj. 281 The fugacities 
are left behind us. 

Comb, 1894 Brit. Frnl. Photog. XLI. 68 The fugacity- 
producing quality of this bath. 

+Eu‘gacy. Obs. [asifad. L.*/ugacia, f. fugax.] 
Flight ; also, the fact of being a fugitive slave. 

c¢x600 NorDen Sec. Brit., Cornw. (1728) 2 Upon the 
fugacie of the conquered Britons. 1610 W. FoLtKINGHAM 
Art of Survey 1. iv. 71 All goods and chattels, which being 
stolne, are left or forsaken by the thiefe in his fugacie. 
a@1641 Bp. Montacu Acts § Mon, (1642) 15 That earthly 
City, built up by Cain in the Land of his Banishment, 
and Fugacy from God, a@1661 Hotypay Fuvenal 261 ‘They 
were branded to express their fugacy with ® or F, 

Fugade, var. of FouGADE. 

1687 J. Ricuarps Frnl. Siege Buda 18 Those that went to 
the Left were. .beaten off, by the springing of a Fugade. 

Fugal (fizgal), sd. Australian. [short f. Cen- 
TRIFUGAL.] A centrifugal machine for drying wool. 

1895 Australian Pastoralist Rev. 15 Aug. p.xii, Will dry 
more Wool at less cost than any other Fugal made. 

Fugal (fizgal), @. Music. [f. Fuevn+-au.] 
Of, pertaining to, or of the nature of fugues. 

1854 Cherubini's Counterpoint 7 He will be able to form 
himself in the style which befits the fugal art. 1875 OusELEY 
Mus, Form ii. 23 This is..common in fugal works, 1881 
Mus. Trades Rev. 15 Feb. 7/1 It is in B minor adlegro, and 
opens with a fugal figure. | 

Hence Fu'gally adv., in a fugal manner. 

1892 Daily News 4 Nov. 2/t The various themes are 
properly developed, and in at least two instances are even 
treated fugally. 

+ Fugate, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. fugat- ppl. stem 
of fugare to put to flight, f. fuga flight.] ¢rans. To 
put to flight. 

1603 Harsnet Pop. Jmfost. 67 It hath not the qualities of 
Stygian fire. .to..fugate the devil. 1653 J. Mayer Cosmz. 
Fob, etc. 236 Singing Psalmes fugates Devils. 

+ Fuga‘tion. Ols. [ad. med.L. fugation-em, 
n. of action f. L. fugdre: see prec.] a. A chase; 
privilege of hunting. b. A ‘run’ for cattle. 

a1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. (1790) 62 This Clerk 
owght to have a booke of Remembraunces of all manner 
pourveyaunces of beefe and motons .. that the pasture and 
fugations take trewe allowance. 1502 ARNOLDE Chyrov. 
(x8r1) 2 That they haue their fugacions and huntyngis lyke 
as they had the tyme of om | Harry the Second. 1526 
Househ. Ord. (t790) 196 Item, Fugation of beefs, muttons, 
and veales, 


|| Fugato (fugato), adv. Music. [It. fugato 
fugued, f. fuga Fuaun.] In the fugue style, but 
not in strict fugue form. Also sd. Music composed 
in this style (Stainer & Barrett 1876). 


1866 EnceL Nat. Mus. iii, 104 The motive is treated 
fugato at the commencement of the allegro. 


+ Fuga‘tor. Ods. rare-'. In 7 fugatour. [a. 
late L. fugator, agent-n, f. fugdre: see FUGATE.] 
That which puts to flight or drives away. 


1657 Tomiinson Renoxu’'s Disp. 300 It is a most solemn 
fugatour of Pestilence, 


+Fuge,sd. Obs.—1 [?ad.L. fuga flight.] ? Flight. 


1436 in Pod. Poems (1859) I. 198 Assaute was there none 3 
No sege, but fuge, welle was he that myght gon, 


+ Fuge, v. Obs.) [ad. L. fugére to flee.] 
To flee, 

1566 G. GascoicNe Supposes Wks. (1587) 34, I to fuge 
and away hither as fast as I could. 

-fuge (fidz), suffix, occurring in words (adj. and 
sb.) f.mod.L, types in -f#4gus. According to classical 
L. analogy, this ending should be connected with 

Jugétre to flee (cf. profugus), and should have the 


intr, 


FUGITATION. 


sense ‘fleeing from’ (cf. /ucifugus, erifuga). In 
the medical words febrifugus, lit. driving away 
fevers, vermifugus expelling worms, however, the 
ending derives its sense from L. frugare, to put to 
flight. In imitation of the anglicized forms of 
these, nonce-wds. in -f/ge have occasionally been 
formed; chiefly on Lat. stems, as DEMONIFUGE 
(q.v.), dolorifuge, something to drive away pain; 
but occasionally on Eng. words, as mendacity-fuge. 

1802-12 BentHaM Rationale of Fudic. Evid. (1827) V. 1x. 
iv. 429 In all purely pecuniary cases, to which the virtue of 
the mendacity-fuge diaphoretic does not extend. 1891 T. 
Harpy Zess I. 86 The children..had made use of this idea 
as a species of dolorifuge after the death of the horse. , 

Fu'geand, a. 00s! [Belongs to the spurious 
Sherwood dialect of the piece; it may be an altera- 
tion of Ficrnt.] 

1637 B. Jonson Sad Sheph. 11. i, Shew your sell In all the 
shepherds bauldly; gaing amang ‘em, Be mickel in their 
eye, frequent and fugeand. 

+ Fuger!, hey te Obs. [cf. AF. satayn fugeree, 
in Stat. Edw. JV (Godefr.).] 

1465 in Paston Lett. III. 436 The polronds of a payre 
bryganders of rede sateyn ffugr. 1596 Unton Invent. (1841) 
rr One cover of a fielde bedde of fuger satten yellowe and 
redde. 1638 Lanc. Wills III. 206 And a petticoate of fugo 
satten layd on wt" silver and gold lace and spangled. 

+ Fuger2. Obs.—* ; 

1681 Mrs. Benn Rover u. Epil., Right Worshipfuls and 
Squires : Who laugh, and cry Ads Nigs, ’tis woundy good 
When the fuger’s all the Jest that’s understood. 

+Fugeratta. Os. [quasi-It. deriv. of Fucrr1.] 

1638 Proclam. 5 Sep. in Rymer Fwd. (1735) 271/1 Silk 
Mohair, Barratine Silk, Rash Silk... Fugeratta. 

Fuggy, Sc. form of Foaey a.3 

+ Fugh, zt. Obs. Variant of fough, Fauan. 

1690 DrypENn Don Sedast. ul. ii, A very filthy Fellow: how 
odiously he smells of his Country garlike! fugh, how he 
stinks of Spain! 1755 in Jounson. Hence in mod. Dicts. 

Fughist, obs. form of Fuauist. 

Fu'gie. Sc. Obs. exc. Hist. Also 8 fugee. 
[perh. f. fuge in the Law Lat. phrase 7 meditatzone 

Juge ‘contemplating flight’, occurring in the ‘fugie- 
warrant ’ (see 2).] 

1. A cock that will not fight; arunaway. Hence 
as a term of abuse, a coward. 

1777 Branp Pop, Antig. (1813) I. 61 The School-masters 
were said to preside at the Battle, and claimed the run- 
away Cocks, called Fugees, as their perquisites. 1785 R. 
Fores Poems in Buchan Dial, 29 How foul’s the bibble 
he spits out, Fan he ca’s me a fugee! 1834 H. MILLER 
Scenes & Leg. xxviii. (1857) 418 The birds.. were converted 
into droits, under the ill-omened name of fugies, 1876 GRANT 
Burgh Sch. Scotl. 1. xiv. 478 The master .. enjoyed the 
perquisite of all the runaway cocks, called fugies. 

2. Comb.; fugie-warrant, a warrant granted 
against a debtor, on a sworn information that he 
intends to flee. 

1816 Scott Avtig. xxxix, ‘Ay’, said Ochiltree, ‘that will 
be what they ca’ the fugie-warrants. : 

+Fugient, a. Ods.' [ad. L. fugient-em, pr. « 
pple. of L. fugére to flee.] Fleeing. 

1650 ASHMOLE Chyz. Collect. 60 Lest the fugient should 
first fly away, before the Fire could any way bring forth the 
persequent thing. : 

‘gill, Ods—1 [ad, med.L. fugii/a.] A 
glandular swelling. 

1543 TRAHERON Vigo's Chirurg.129 Scruphules and fugilles 
ben often engendred vnder the arme holes, [1706 PHILLIps 
(ed, Kersey) /gi/e, an Impostume in the Ears.] 

+Fu'gitable, ¢. Obs. rare—'. [f. L. fugit- 
(see FUGITIVE) + -ABLE.] = FUGITIVE. 

1628 Fe_tHam Resolves II. xlvii. 139 Devoting thee to 
pleasure, and the fugitable [1631 fugitiue] toyes of life. 


Fu'gitate, p77. a. Sc. Law. [ad. L. fugztat-us, 
pa. pple. of fugitdre : see next.] Outlawed. 

1752 J. Louruian form of Process (ed. 2) 235 Such of the 
Pannels as were absent, were fugitate. 

Fugitate (fid-dziteit), v. [f. L. fugitat ppl. 
stem of fugztare, frequentative vb. f. fugére to flee, 
but as used in Sc. Law f. FUGIT-IVE + -ATE3.] 


1. trans. Sc. Law. To declare fugitive, to outlaw. 

172x Woprow Szufferings Ch. Scotl. I. 1x On the rott of 
October [1660] the Committee fugitate Sir Archibald Johns- 
toun of Waristoun [and others]. 1766 Chron. in. Ann. Reg. 
63/1 The offenders were both fugitated for non-appearance, 

. intr, To run away. rare-". 

1830 Fraser's Mag. 1. 182 My valet..had edged to the 
door, and was on the point of fugitating. 

Hence Fu'gitated Z#/. a., put to flight, expelled. 

1824 J. McCuttocu Highlands Scotd. 1V. 171 Many 
manuscripts were carried to Douay, Rome, and Ratisbon, 
by the fugitated monks. , 

gitation (fizdzité-fon). [n. of action from 

prec.: see -ATION. ] 

1. Sc. Law. A judicial sentence, declaring a person 
to be a fugitive from justice, and inflicting the 


penalty of outlawry and confiscation of goods, 
1752 J. Lournian Form of Process (ed. 2) 144 The Sentence 
of Fugitation is pronounced by the Clerk to the Macer.. 
thus; ‘The Lords Justice-Clerk and Commissioners of 
Justiciary, Decern and adjudge—, —and——to be Out-laws 
and Fugitives .. and ordain. .all their moveable Goods .. to 
be escheat. 1820 Edin, Rev. XXXIV. 192 Pronounce 
sentence of outlawry and fugitation. 1880 Masson Milton 
VI.1. i. 134 On the roth of October there was a decree of 
fugitation or outlawry against Sir Archibald Johnstone [etc.]. 


FUGITIVE. 


b. ¢ransf. Exclusion from society. 

1837 Blackw. Mag. XLII. 516 Their ladyships know well 
that. .instant fugitation [would] be the inevitable reward of 
too much candour, 

2. The action of fleeing. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. XIV. 14 The bustle of fugitation and 
war, 1881 Masson De Quincey 110 With all allowance for 
his wanderings and fugitations. 


Fugitive (fizdzitiv), a. and sd. Forms: 4-6 
fugit-, fugyt-, -if(e, -yf(e, -yve, (5 fegetyff), 6—- 
fugitive. [a. F. fugitif, fugitive, ad. L. fugitivus, 
f. fugit- ppl. stem of fugére to flee.] 

A. adj. (Formerly sometimes with inflected 
plural, esp. in legal phrases after AF.) 

1. Apt or tending to flee; given to, or in the act 
of, running away. : 

1606 SHaxs. Ant. § CZ. m. i. 7 Whilst yet with Parthian 
blood thy Sword is warme, The Fugitiue Parthians follow. 
1625 K. Lone tr. Barclay’s Argenis 1. xv. 200 Hee was 
not much pleased with this fugitive course. a1704 T. BRowN 
Pleas. Ep. Wks. 1730 I. 110 Call back our fugitive mercers 
from Covent-garden. 1871 R. Exvus Catudlus |xiv. 68 His 
oars with fugitive hurry the waters beat. 

Jig. 1627-77 FeLtHAm Resolves 1. xx. 87 Fugitive Divines, 
that like cowards. .run away from their Text. 1644 Mitton 


Areop. (Arb.) 45 A fugitive and cloister'd vertue..that never 
sallies out and sees her adversary. 

b. That has taken flight, esf. from duty, an 
enemy, justice, or a master. Also, of a debtor: 
Intending flight. 

1467 in Exg. Gilds (1870) 376 That no citezein be attached 
by his body as fugityf. 14953 Act 11 Hen. VII, c. 48. § 2 
Catalles of felons fugitif. 1527 R. Tuorne in Hakluyt Voy. 
(1589) 255 That none should receiue the others subiects 
fugitiues. 1535 CoveRDALE F7dg. xii. 5 Now whan one of 
y° fugityue Ephraites dyd saye[etc.]. 1576 FLeminc Panofl. 
Efpist. 139 If it be my lucke to recover the fugitive fellowe 
{a slave]. 1597 Skene De Verb. Sign. 120 Malefactoures 
quha are fugitive fra the law. 1600 Hottanp Livy xxiv. 
xxx. (1609) 530 There were scourged and beheaded of 
fugitive traitours, to the number of two thousand. 1613 Sir 
H. Fincn Law (1636) 78 In London, if the debtor be fugitive, 
that the creditor before the day of payment may arrest him 
to find better surety. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1x. 16 The wrauth 
Of stern Achilles on his Foe pursu’d Thrice Fugitive about 
Troy Wall. 1748 Ricuarpson Clarissa III. xxxi. 168 To 
countenance a fugitive daughter, in opposition to her parents. 
1753 Gover Soadicea 1, i, Come from your hills, ye fugitive 
remains Of shattered cohorts. 1796 
Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) 111. 99 To implore the pardon 
of a poor fugitive negress.. 1855 Macautay His¢. Eng. III. 
224 The fugitive Englishry found in England .. munificent 
relief. 1880 E. Kirke Garfield 19 This was the first instance 
in which a Union officer refused to return a fugitive slave. 

Jig. 1551 Rosinson tr. More's Utop.1. (Arb.) 56 By what 

crafte .. the kynge maye .. drawe to him againe fugitiue 
Naples. 1704 Addr. Glamorgan in Lond. Gaz. No, 4064/6 
For him it was reserved to reduce fugitive Victory to her 
former Mistriss’s Land. 

+c. Of a substance (e.g. the metal mercury) : 
Escaping from or eluding the grasp, slippery. Ods.—! 

c1485 Digby Myst. (1882) 11. 318 Pe fegetyff mercury 
[perteynyng] on-to mercuryus. 

+2. Driven out, banished, exiled. Const. from, of. 

¢ 1384 Cuaucer H. Fame t.146 That first came thorgh his 
destanee ffugityfe of Troy Contree In Italye. 1513 Douctas 
Aéneis 1.i. 4 The man..that fugitive By fait to Itale coyme, 
1549 Compl. Scot. ix. 81 He vas fugitiue fra al cuntreis. 
c1560 R. Morice in Let¢. Lit. Men (Camden) 25, I became 
fugityve frome myn awne house. 1598 GrENEWEY J acitus’ 
Ann. 34 The Armenians. .receiued the fugitiue Vonones. 

3. Moving from place to place ; flitting, shifting, 
vagabond. Also jig. Fickle. 

1481 Caxton Godfrey cxxxi. 195 heading, How guyllem 
de grateuylle and his felaws fugytyfs cam in to Allexandrye 
the lasse. 1490 — Exeydos ii. 16 This noble companye .. 
now vacabonde and fugytyf by the feeldes dardanike. 
1563-87 Foxe A. § MZ, (1596) 266/2 The Pictavians. .fugitiue 
and unstable. 1615 J. SterHens Satyr. Ess, 277 His helpe 
extends farre and neere to fugitive Raga-muffins. 162 
Burton Anat. Mel. . iii. 1. ii. (1651) 185 Restless .. fickle, 
fugitive, they may not abide to tarrie in one place long. 
1662 R. Marnew Uzi. Alch, § 114. 186, I pity thy fugitive 
mind, and pray for thee, when I see thee hunt from one man 
to another, and from one Medicine unto another. 1883 Mac- 
FADYEN in Congreg. Year Bk. 72 Fugitive preachers make 
fugitive congregations. 1893 Daily News 26 Apr. 2/3 
With fugitive securities, which move between London and 
foreign stock markets. 

4. a, Of immaterial things; Evanescent, fleeting, 
of short duration. 

¢ 1510 Barciay Mirr. Gd. Manners (1570) B iv, This shorte 
life present as shadowe fugitiue. 1635 R. Botton Cowz/f. 
Affi. Consc. v. 127 Fugitive follies and fading pleasures. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. 111. 109 In Youth alone, unhappy 
Mortals live; But, ah! the mighty Bliss is fugitive. 1743 
R. Biarr Grave 568 Bless’d as the pleasing dreams of holy 
men; But fugitive like those. 1816 L. Hunt Rimind iv. 7 
The woe was earthly, fugitive, is past. 1863 Mary Howirr 
F. Bremers Greece \. vi. 162 A fugitive gleam lit up the 
Vales of Athens and Sparta. 1877 DowpEn Shaks. Prim. 
iv. 41 The latter—the weak endings—are more fugitive and 
evanescent in character, 

b. Of impressions, colours, etc.: Quickly fading 
or becoming effaced. Less correctly of material 
substances: Perishable. 

1678 R. R[ussett] Geber 1. v. 12 For the Fire. .consumes 
every Fugitive and inflammable Substance. 1693 WoopwarD 
Nat. Hist. Earth v1.(1723) 296 The more tender and fugitive 
Parts, as the Leaves, 1822 Imison Se. §& A7v# II. 188 The 
colour is extremely fugitive. 1842 Biscnorr Woollen Manuf. 
II, 8x The materials used in the fugitive dyes. 1879 FARRAR 
St. Paul 1. 574 note, Letters written on fugitive materials. 


Vou, IV. 


H. Hunter tr. St. . 
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1879 Print. Trades Frnl. No. 26. 30 Cerise, like most 
aniline colors, is fugitive. 
e. Of a chemical substance: Volatile. rave. 

1666 BoyLe Ovig. Formes § Qual. (1667) 48 Quicksilver... 
may be turn’d into..a Fugitive Smoak. 1684-53 — J/in. 
Waters 76 Spirituous and Fugitive Exhalations. 1850 
Daupeny Atom. Th. x. (ed. 2) 324 A fixed carbonate .. 
heated along with an ammoniacal compound of a less 
fugitive description. 

d. ot. Of flowers and petals: Soon falling. 

1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 151 [Of the Rock-rose 
Tribe] Petals 5, hypogynous, very fugitive. JZdzd. Their 
beautiful fugitive flowers. 

5. Of a literary composition (occas. of a writer) : 
Concerned or dealing with subjects of passing 
interest ; ephemeral, occasional. 

1766 AnstEY Bath Guide ii. (1832) 15 At least when he 
chooses his book to increase I may take a small flight as 
a fugitive piece, 1820 Byron Blues 11. 95 You're a fugitive 
writer, I think, sir, of rhymes? 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. 
Amusem. p. vii, Various fugitive publications of the day. 
1864 Spectator g Apr. 423 The greater part of periodical 
literature is meant to be, and ought to remain, fugitive. 

B. sb. 

1. One who flees or tries to escape from danger, 
an enemy, justice, or an owner. Cf. A.1. Occas. 
one who intends flight. Zo declare a person a 
Jugitive (Sc. Law): to pronounce sentence of Fuet- 
TATION upon. 

1382 Wycuir Ni. xxxv. 11 Fugityues that not wilnyng 
sheeden blood. ¢ 1400 MaunDEV. (1839) vi. 66 Men resceyved 
there all manere of Fugityfes of other places. 1467 Ang. 
Gilds 405 Though it so be the seid fugitif fynd suerte to 
answer to the accion comencyd ayenst hym. 1489 CAxToN 
Faytes of A. 1, vii. 16 To fugityues vnneth or, with grete 
payne cometh agayn the herte to fighte. 1576 FLreminc 
Panopl. Epist, 128 Your clearke or Secretarie, hath plaide 
the fugitive or runnagate. 1667-1708 Termes de la Ley 
357 Fugitives Goods are the proper goods of him that flies 
upon felony, which, after the Flight lawfully found, do 
belong to the King. [The AF. version has fugitives biens, 
as if the word were an adj.; but the passage of Coke 
referred to (Rep. v. 109b) has dona fugitivorunt.| 1672 
Wivxins Vat. Relig. 252 That man (saith he [Antoninus] ) 
is to be esteemed a fugitive and an apostate, who runs 
away from his master. 1752 J. Lournian Horm of Process 
(ed. 2) 147 The Persons contained in the Criminal Letters, 
and formerly declared Fugitives. 1845 S. Austin Ranke’s 
flist. Ref. WI. 473 The approach of the Turks filled the 
town with crowds of fugitives. 1887 Bowen Virg. Aeneid 
1. 340 Dido. .a fugitive here Fled from a brother, 

+b, A deserter. Ods, 


1553 BrENDE Q. Curtius v. 94/1 It was there shewed him 
by fugitiues that came out of Darius camp, that he was fled 
with al spede into Bactria. 1606 SHaxs. Azt. & CZ, Iv. ix. 
22 But let the world ranke me in Register A Master leauer, 
and a fugitiue. 1611 BisLe 2 Kimgs xxv. 11 The fugitiues 
that fell away to the king of Babylon. 1659 Pearson Creed 
(2839) 293 The Romans themselves accounted it a servile 
punishment, and inflicted it upon their slaves and fugitives. 

e. One who quits or is banished from his country; 
an exile, refugee. 

1g9t SHAks, 1 Hen. VJ, m1. ili. 67 Who then, but English 
Henry, will be Lord, And thou be thrust out, like a Fugitiue? 
1630 RX, Fohnson's Kingd. § Commw. 48 Rome .. is the 
Seminary and Nursery of English Fugitives. 1692 WasuH- 
INGTON tr. AZilton'’s Def. Pop. M.’s Wks. 1738 I. 510 This 
is what that herd of Fugitives and Vagabonds hired you to 
write. 1788 PriestLey Lect. Hist. v. xxxvi. 265 The Greek 
fugitives from Constantinople promoted a taste for eloquence. 
1836 W, Irvine Astoria 11.58 Fugitives from the Spanish and 
American frontiers. 1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. u. i. (1864) I. 137 
The fugitives from Rome were found in all parts of the world, 

+d. One that abandons a monastic life. Ods.—! 

1482 Monk of Evesham (Arb.) 84 Religyous persons that 
were fugytyuys that is to sey that ranne oute of her order. 

2. One who shifts about or moves from place to 
place; a vagabond, wanderer. Applied also to the 
lower animals. 

1863-87 Foxe A. § MM, (1684) III. 747 If thou wert an 
honest Woman, thou wouldest not..run about the Country 
like a Fugitive. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury u. 239/1 [A] 
Fugitive .. is a Hawk that rangleth and wandreth abroad. 
1697 Drypen Virg. Georg. v. 159 When the Swarms. .idly 
Stray, Restrain the wanton Fugitives. 

3. Something fugitive ; something fleeting, or that 
eludes the grasp. Ods. exc. with personification. 

1683 Pettus Fleta Min. 1. (1686) 242 They [light ores] 
cannot well be brought into compass, for they rise for the 
most part in the Water, and are fugitives, 1690 EveLyn 
Menez. (1857) 111. 316 You would not exchange your inward 
consolation, for the return of all those external fugitives you 
once enjoyed. @a1774 Harte V7s. Death Introd. 48 What 
Muse but his can Nature’s beauties hit, Or catch that airy 
fugitive, called wit. 1847 Emerson Poems, Ode to Beauty, 
Thou eternal fugitive, Hovering over all that live, 

Hence Fugitive v. (#once-wd.) trans., to make 
fugitive, drive into exile; Fu'gitively adv. rare—°, 
in a fugitive manner( Webster 1864) ; Fu'gitivi:sm, 
the condition ofa fugitive; Fugiti-vity, the quality 
or state of being fugitive. 

1843 W.S. Lanpor Lez. 16 Apr. in R. R. Madden Lie 
Ctess Blessington (ed. 2) II. 41x What fugitivities in this 
lower world of ours! 1864 GREENSHIELD Aux, Lesmahagow 
vi. 116 Her son Thomas was fugitived in the persecution. 
1877 D, M. WaLace Russia xxix. 468 This change in the 
position of the peasantry .. naturally increased fugitivism 
and vagrancy. 


Fugitiveness (fizdzitivnés). [f. Fucirivea. 
+-NESS.] The quality or condition of being fugi- 
tive (see the adj.). 

@ 1661 Futter Worthies 1. (1662) 38 The Ficklenesse and 








FUGUE. 


Fugitivenesse of such Servants, justly addeth a valuation 
to their constancy, who are Standards ina Family. 1664 
H. More Axntid. dol. 2 The Ludicrousnesse and Fugitive- 
nesse of our wanton Reason. 1680 Boyie Scept. Chem. v. 
318 That also divers Salts..are very Volatile, is plain from 
the fugitiveness of Salt. 1822 Hazuitt 7adle-t. Ser. 11. i. 
(1869) 2 The suddenness and fugitiveness of the interest taken 
in them, 1833 Lams Evia, Superann. Man 1, What with 
my sense of its fugitiveness, and over-care to get the greatest 


quantity of pleasure out of it. 
+ Fugitour. Sc. Ods. Also 6 fug(i)atour. 


[ad. L. fugitor, f. fugére to flee.] A fugitive. 

1533 BELLENDEN Livy 11, (1822) 124 The Hethruschis war 
advertist be ane fugitoure of this huge nowmer of bestial 
liand utouth the portis. 1535 Stewart Croz. Scot. I1. 355 
All fugatouris als far fra the law that fled, Siclyke for rebell 
to thame bayth be hed. 

Fu'gle, v.! slang or dial. trans. To cheat, trick. 

1719 D’Urrey Pills I. 126 Who fugell’d the Parson’s fine 
Maid. 1883 Almondbury Gloss., Fugel, or Fugle, to cheat, 
deceive, or trick; used actively. ? 

Fue lle (fizg'l), v.2 [back-formation from FuGLE- 
MAN, 

1. zztr. To do the duty of a fugleman ; to act as 
guide or director; to make signals. /z¢. and fig. 

1837 CartyLe Wy, Rev. III. v. vii. (1871) 207 Wooden 
arms with elbow-joints are jerking and fugling in the air, in 
the most rapid mysterious manner! 1863 De Morean in 
Front Matter to Spirit Pref. 35 The case..fugles admirably 
for a very large class of the philosophical principles. 

b. trans. To give an example of (something) #0. 

1868 Pall Mall G. 29 June 12/2 The cost of keeping a few 
thousand good men to fugle all the public and domestic 
virtues to the benighted millions of Roman Catholics, 

2. Como. 

1837 CartyLe Fy. Rev. III. v. iv. (1871) r9t The French 
nation is of gregarious imitative nature; it needed but a 
fugle-motion in this matter. 1842 Mr1atr in Nonconf. Il. 
377 The fugle-word [Martyrdom] of our present article, is a 
venerable expression. 

Hence Fugling wvé/. sd. 

1858 CARLYLE /redk. Gt. m1. ii. (1868) I. 81 No Czech blows 
into his pipe in the woodlands, without certain precautions, 
and preliminary fuglings of a devotional nature. /d/d. iv. 
viii. 468 A certain handy and correct young fellow .. 
who already knew his fugling to a hair’s-breadth, was 
Drill-master. 1863 Reader 5 Dec. 656 What the author 
calls, metaphorically, ‘Fugling’, or the representation of 
a corporate process of mind by some single exaggerated 
instance of the same process stationed in front of it. 

Fugleman (fizg’lmén). Also fugelman, 
fugal man, flugleman, flugelman. fad. Ger. 
Jitigelmann leader of the file, f. fzigel wing + mann 
Man.] A soldier especially expert and well drilled, 
formerly placed in front of a regiment or company 
as an example or model to the others in their 
exercises. 

1804 Morn. Chron. in Spirit Publ. F¥ruls. (1805) VIII. 117 
Time has utterly deprived these stiffening limbs of mine of 
all power to spring through the rapid motions of the fugle- 
man, 1809 W. IrvinG Axicherd. (1861) 143 Several times was 
Antony obliged to stand forth like a fugleman and repeat the 
sign. 1814 W, Taytor in Monthly Rev. LX XIV. 271 Like 
the flugelman of a regiment, he over-acts the movements 
which he would excite in others. 1858 CarLyLe Fred. Gt. 
I.v. v. 579 This Hohmann was now F¢iigelann (‘fugleman’ 
as we have named it, leader of the file), 1886 H. ¥, Lester 
Under two Fig Trees 229 With the captain as volunteer 
fugleman the colony quickly enrolled, 

transf. and jig. 

1814 J. Gitcurist Reason 44 After the example of some 
great gardener who has been made flugle-man to all gene- 
rations, 1827 Syp. Smitu Wks. (1859) II. 120/2 We pro- 
pose Lord Nugent as a political flugelman, 1845 Mu1at 
in Noxconf. V. 33 What! must the state be fugleman to 
God’s worshipers, that all may assume the same posture 
and bow alike? 1847 Acs. Smita Chr, Tadpole xliv. (1879) 
388 Acting as fugleman for the approbation, which was 
judiciously thrown in from time to time. 1855 E. Forses 
Lit. Papers vi. 168 Popular guides to public collections are 
seldom of more value than the explanations of the fugleman 
of a raree-show. 1875 F. Hawi in Lippincott’s Mag. XV. 
342/1, I picked out their fugleman, a well-grown boar, 
and fired. 

Hence Fu'glemanship, the office and duties of 
afugleman, Also by substitution, Fu'glewoman, 
a woman who gives a signal. 

1845 CARLYLE Cromwell (1871) I. 37 Not the smallest 
regularity of fuglemanship or devotional drill-exercise. 1868 
Daily Tel. 27 May, Miss Tickletoby..well acting as fugle- 
woman to her eight-and-twenty boarders, waves her virtuous 
pocket-handkerchief in response to the salutations from 
a drag full of roystering young guardsmen. 

Fugue (fizg),sd. Forms: 6-8 fuge, (7 fug), 7-8 
feuge, 7— fugue. [a. F. fugue, ad. It. fuga lit. 
‘flight’:—L. fuga, related to fugére to flee.] ‘A 
polyphonic composition constructed on one or more 
short subjects or themes, which are harmonized ac- 
cording to the laws of counterpoint, and introduced 
from time to time with various contrapuntal devices’ 
(Stainer and Barrett), Doudle Fugue (see quot. 


1880). 

1597 Mortey Jztrod. Mus. 76 We call that a Fuge, when 
one part beginneth and the other singeth the same, for some 
number of notes (which the first did sing), 1626 Bacon 
Sylva § 113 The Reports and Fuges have an Agreement 
with the Figures in Rhetorick, of Repetition, and Traduc- 
tion. a1646 J. Grecory Posthuma (1649) 48 The Contra- 
punctum figuratum, consisting of Feuges, or maintaining of 
Points. 1667 Perys Diary 15 Sept., The sense of the words 
being lost by not being heard, and especially as they set 
them with Fuges of words, oneafter another. 1667 MILToNn 
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P. L. xt. 563 His volant touch Instinct through all propor- 
tions low and high Fled and pursu’d transverse the resonant 
fugue. 1795 Mason Ch. Mus. i. 59 The Fugue is indeed come 
into disrepute with Modern Masters. 1875 OusELEy J7us. 
Formii. 4 The art of Fugue can be mastered thoroughly by 
dint of laborious application. 1880 Grove Dict. A/us. 1. 459 
Double Fugue, acommon term for a fugue on two subjects, 
in which the two start together. 

transf, 1863 Gro. Evior Rowmola 1. i, Elderly market- 
women..contributed a wailing fugue of invocation. 

Comb, 1869 OusELEY Counter. xviii. 150 Of all kinds of 
musical composition none perhaps is so important as the art 
of fugue-writing. 

Fugue (fivg), v. [f. prec. sb.] zt. To com- 
pose, or perform, a fugue. (Nonce-use, 40 fugue 2¢.) 

1834 BeckrorD /taly I. 4 Half-a-dozen squeaking fiddles 
fugued and flourished away in the galleries. 1894 Du 
Maurier 7yiléy i. 41 They fugued and canoned and 
counterpointed it. 

So Fu‘guing vd/. sb.; Fu'guing ffl. a. (= 
FuGUED P/f/. @.). 

1694 Purcett Playford’s Skill Mus. (1697) 98 The third 
sort of Fugeing is called a Double Fuge. 1731 Rules for 
Thorow-Bass in Holder's Harmony 200 Short Lessons by 
way of Fugeing. 1795 Mason Ch. JZus. ii. 104 Dr. Tudway 
. -had the boldness to declare, ‘ that the practice of fuguing 
in vocal music obscured the sense.’ 1862 W. W. Story 
Roba di R. iv. (1864) 48 The fuguing chants of the Papal 
choir sound..down the aisles. 1878 Mrs. Srowr Poganuc 
P. vii. 56 Those old fuguing tunes were like the same [calm] 
ocean aroused by storming winds. 

Fugued (fivgd), Ap/. a. [f. Fuaun sé. and v. 
+-ED. Cf. F. fugzdé.] Composed in the form of 


a fugue. 

1856 Sat. Rev. I. 3190/2 The first part is brought to a close 
by a fugued chorus. 1871 H. B. Forman Living Poets 369 
A sort of fugued movement. 1878 E. Prout in Grove Dicé. 
Mus. 1. 307 Pieces written..in a fugued style, though not 
strict fugues. . 

Fuguist (fiz‘gist). Also 8 fughist, 9 fugueist. 
[f. FucuE sé.+-1st.] A composer of fugues. 

1789 Burney ///st, Mus. 111. ii. 110 Handel was perhaps 
the only great Fughist exempt from pedantry. 1829 Lams 
Lett. (1888) II. 233 Dear Fugueist, or hear'st thou rather 
Contrapuntist? 1841 H. F. Cuortry Jus. §& Mann. 
(1844) III. 246 Classical preluders and steady fuguists will 
come in time. 

Fuhel, -wel, obs. forms of Fow. sd. 

Fuid(e, obs. form of Frup!. 

Fuil-de-mort, corrupt f. FEUILTEMORTE a. 

1687 A. Lovett tr. Bergerac’s Com. Hist. 1. 138 And con- 
tents himself with an old Fuil-de-mort Cloak. 

Fuilzie, var. of Fuiyig, Sc. 

Fuir-days. Sc. Also foor-, fure-, fuor-. 
[Somewhat obscure; the sense would suggest iden- 
tification of the first element with For adv., but 
the phonology is in that case abnormal.] a. Late 
in the day:= far days, forth days (see Far adv. 
3c, Fortra A. 4b). b. Broad daylight. 

1535 STEWART Cron. Scot. II. 517 The king.. left his 
sueit that tyme, and tuke gud rest, Sleipand rycht sound 
quhill all the nycht wes past, And on the morne, quhill it 
wes neir fuir-dais. 1718 Ramsay Christ's Kirk Gr. 11. 17 

Be that time it was fair foor days. 1807 J. SracG Poems 
17 At last ’twas gitten wheyte fuor days, The lavrocks shrill 
war whuslin’. 

Fuisum, -un, obs. forms of Forson. 

+ Fuite. Obs. rare. In 5 fuyte. 
flight, f. fzez7 to flee.] Flight. 

1499 Caxton Eneydos vii. 31 Semed to theym that they 
oughte to make an ende of their fuyte or fleeynge. 

+ Fuk. Ols. Also 5 fukke, 6 fuck(e, fouke. 
[Proximate source uncertain ; the word, with such 
variety of application as is not uncommonly found 
in nautical terms (cf., e.g., M1zEN), occurs in many 
mod. European langs.: F. foc jib; Du./fok (MDu. 
Sokke) foremast ; Ger. fock(e, Sw. fock, Da. fok fore- 
sail. The origin is usually sought in ON. oh, 
action of driving, f. root of fika to drive; possibly 
the nautical word was originally a shortening of 
various compounds of this.] Some kind of sail; 
?a jib, a stay-sail (but prob. used loosely in quots.). 
Also in Comb. fukmast (in quot.1598 =‘foremast’), 
Suksail, fuksheet. 

1465 Mann. & Househ, Exp,(Roxb.) 200 Item, my mastyr 
paid for a ffukke maste, iiij.s. iiij.d@. 1535 Stewart Cron. 
Scot. (1858) I, 20 Tha salit fast. .befoir the wynd With fuk- 
saill, topsaill, manesall, musall, and blynd. Jézd. 100 It is 
..Sax houris saling bayth with fuk and blind. 1568 Satir. 
Poems Reform, x\vi. 30 Plum weill the grund quhat evir 
3e doo, Haill on the fukscheit and the blind. 1598 W. 
Puitues tr. Linschoten 1. 165 The chiefe Boteson hath.. 
gouernement ouer the Fouke mast, and the fore sayles. 

transf. 1500-20 DunBar Poems xiv. 74 So mony fillok 
with fuck sailis Within this land was nevir hard nor sene. 
@1529 SKELTON Cod. Cloute 399 Set up theyr fucke sayles 
To catch wynde. 

Fuke (fizk). Ods. exc. dial. Also 5 fuike, -yke. 
A lock of hair, 

1483 Cath. Angl. 145/1 Fuike (A. Fuyke), Zanigo. 1674 
Ray N.C. Words 19 Fukes: Chesh. Locks of Hair. 1688 
R. Hotme Armoury u.154/1 The Topping, or fore-top [of 
a horse]; Fuke. 1879 in Miss Jackson Shropsh. Wordbk. 

Fukes: see Fucus. 

Ful, obs. form of Foun, 

-ful, sevfix, originally identical with Fuut a. 

1. Forming adjs. In OE. the adj. fi//, like its 
equivalent in the other Teut. langs., was used in 


[a. F. frzte 
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composition with a preceding sb., forming adjs., 
the etymological sense of which ( =‘ full of ...”) is 
usually somewhat weakened, so that the words may 
be rendered ‘ having’, ‘characterized by’ (the attri- 
bute denoted by the sb.) ; the meaning of the suffix 
thus differs little from that of L. -dsus, -ous. In 
ME. and in mod.E. many new formations of this 
type have arisen, some of them from Romanic sbs., 
as beautiful, graceful; and the suffix is still to some 
extent productive. In the 14th c. a few new forms 
arose in which the suffix had the force of ‘ possess- 
ing the qualities of’; e.g. masterful, manful. In 
OE. -ful/ was not ordinarily appended to adjs. ; an 
instance occurs in deorcfull, DARKFUL, used to 
render L. ¢evebvoses, and prob. formed in imitation 
of it. In the 16th and r7thc. a few new words 
appear f. adjs. or L, adj. stems + -/z/, e. g. direful, 
grateful, tristful, ferceful; prob. these were due to 
the analogy of older synonyms having this suffix, 
though it is possible that they may have been in 
part suggested by It. words like gvatevole ( grade- 
vole), the ending of which has an accidental resem- 
blance to the Eng. suffix. As the sbs. to which 
Ful is appended are often nouns of action or state 
coincident in form with the stems of related vbs., 
it happens frequently that a word really f. a sb. 

+ -fulis associated in ordinary apprehension rather 
with the vb. than the sb. (For this there are 
sometimes special causes ; e.g. the sb. thank being 
obsolete in the sing. while az’ vb. is current, the 
adj. thankful is naturally viewed as a derivative 
of the latter.) Hence in mod.Eng. adjs. in -/#/are 
sometimes formed directly on verb-stems, the sense 
of the suffix being ‘apt to’, ‘able or accustomed 
to’, as in ass¢stful, distractful, crossful, mournful ; 
an example of a passive sense (=-ad/e) occurs in 
bashful. 

2. Forming sbs. In the Teut. langs. the form of 
expression in which a sb. denoting a receptacle is 
followed by the adj. FuLL in concord with it and 
governing a genitive (e.g. ‘a hand full of corn’) 
was used, not only in its proper sense, but in the 
transferred sense of ‘ the quantity that fills or would 
fill’ (the receptacle): see Funt @.1b. The am- 
biguity thus arising is partly obviated by a differen- 
tiation of form; the sb. and adj, are treated as inde- 
pendent words when they retain their proper sense, 
but as forming a compound when the sense is trans- 
ferred. This differentiation has not been carried out 
to an equal extent in the various langs. In Ger., 
handvoll ‘handful’, mzundvoll ‘mouthful’ are 
written as single words, but this makes no real dif- 
ference in their syntactical value; the gender of the 
quasi-compound is determined by that of its first 
element, and there is no inflexion. In OE. the de- 
velopment had proceeded a step further in the case 
of handfull, which, although retaining the fem, 
gender of hazed, was so completely one word as to be 
declinable (aceus. -f2//e, pl. -fil/a, after the prevail- 
ing declension of feminines) ; in the 14th c. the pl. 
was handfullis. No other compound of this class is 
found in OE, ; commonly the notion was expressed 
in the original Teut. manner by the adj. f#// in 
concord with the sb. This continued also in ME.; 
but owing to the practice of using the sing. of a 
noun of quantity instead of the pl. after a numeral, 
there is seldom any evidence to show whether the 
ME. antecedent of a word like dzshful is to be 
regarded as a syntactical combination or as a single 
word. In mod.Eng. -f/ has become a suffix form- 
ing derivatives with the general sense ‘ quantity 
that fills or would fill’ (something), and may be 
attached at pleasure to any sb. denoting an object 
that can be regarded as holding or containing a 
more or less definite quantity of anything ; thus we 
have not only bottleful, boxful, canful, spoonful, etc., 
but bookful, churchful, houseful, worldful, etc. The 
plural forms spoonsful, cupsful, etc., which are still 
sometimes heard, represent either a survival of, or 
(much more probably) a return to, the older gram- 
matical view; but though they have thus some 
appearance of historical justification, they are con- 
trary to good modern usage, and are objectionable 
on account of their ambiguity. 

‘The ON. -/fylir (handfylir handful, munnfylir mouthful, 
etc.) is not identical with the Eng. suffix, but is the sb. 


Jylir fem. = Firr sb.!, and the compounds are therefore all 
fem., whatever the gender of the first element. 


+ Fu'leible, a. Os.—° [f. L. fulcire to support : 
see Futcrum and -BLE.] That may be propped up. 

1623-6 in CockERAM}3 whence in later Dicts. 

+Fu'leiment. Ods. [ad. late L. fclcimentum, 
f. fulcive: see FULCRUM and -MENT.] A prop or 
support ; usually sfec, a fulcrum. 


» 
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1648 WiLkins Math. Magic 1. xii. 80 If we conceive the 
same dis-proportion betwixt their several distances in the 
former faculties, from the fulciment, or center of gravity, 
they would both equiponderate. 1657 TomLinson Renxon's 
Disp. 258 Boughs which without fulciments would lay along 
the ground. 1695 ALINGHAM Geom, Epit. 54 The fudciment 
or point of bearing comes nearer the middle of the Oar. 1710 
Brit. Apollo \11. No. 56. 2/1 In this Position of the Body 
the Fulciment .. is the Legs. 1759 tr. Duhamel's Hus. 1. 
vii, (1762) 17 And a weight, or fulciment, as he calls it. | 

Jig. 1796 W. Taytor in Monthly Rev. XIX. 518 A fulci- 
ment is wanting to the lever of revolution. : 

Fulene(n, var. of fu/htne, early ME., to baptize, 
q.v. under FULLOUGHT. 

Fulera: pl. of Funcrum. 

Fulcraceous (fvlkré-{as),a. Bot. [f. Futcr-uM 
+-acrous.] Of or pertaining to the fulcra of plants. 

1866 in 7reas. Bot. 

Fuleral (fo'lkral), a. rare. [f. Funor-um + 
-AL.] Relating to the fulcra of a fish. 

1872 NicHotson Palgont. 323 Fin borders generally with 
fulcral scales. 

Fulcrant (fwlkrant). “7¢. (See quot.) 

1826 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. IV. 346 Fulcrant, when the 
trochanter merely props the thigh below at the base, but 
does not at all intervene between it and the coxa. 

Fulcrate (fvlkre't), a Zot. [f. FuLcr-um 
+-ATE2,] Supported by or provided with fulcra. 

1760 Lee /ntrod. Bot, 1. iv. 166 Fulcrate, propt; when 
their Branches descend to the Root; as in Ficus. 1860 
Fow er ed. Voc., Fulcrate, in Bot., having branches de- 
scending to the earth; having fulcres, 1880 Gray Strxct, 
Bot. 412/2. 

Fulcre. Englishing of Funcrum (in sense 2 a), 

1860 in Fow.eEr Zed. Voc, 

Fulcrum (fo'lkram). Pl. fulera. Also 7 ful- 
chrum. [a.L. fudcrum (in class.L. ‘the post or foot 
of a couch’), f. root of /zdc-zve to support, prop.] 

1, A prop or support ; now only sfec. in Mech. 
the point against which a lever is placed to get 
purchase or upon which it turns or is supported. 

1674 Petty Disc. Dupl. Proportion 41 Square Rods.. 
whose Ends let be supported with convenient Blocks or 
Fulcra. 1690 Bovte Med. Hydrostat. ix. 60 The Ballance 
hangs on astable Fulcrum. 1774 Gotvs. Wat. ist. (1776) 
VII. 182 They [serpents] entirely want a /idcrwm, if | may 
so express it, from whence to take their spring. 1802 Patey 
Nat. Theol. viii. § 2 The same spine was also .. to afford a 
fulcrum, stay or basis for the insertion of the muscles which 
are spread over the trunk of the body. 1803 J. Woop 
Princ. Mech. iv. 50 The Lever is an inflexible rod, moveable 
upon a point which is called the fulcrum or center of 
motion, 1832 Dr ta Becue Geol. Man, (ed. 2) 40 If the 
centre of gravity of the mass chances to be high and far 
removed from the perpendicular of its fulcrum, the stone 
falls from its elevation. 1855 Hotpen 22. Osteol. (1878) 
141 The use of the scapula is to afford a movable fulcrum 
for the motions of the arm. 1869 GiLLMorE Refpéiles & Birds 
ii. 59 They hook themselves on to a tree, which gives them 
the power of a double fulcrum. 
1s JOR 

1678 CupwortH Jztell. Syst. 472 The most excellent Ful- 
crum of the Soul, the perswasion of the Everliving God. 
a1679 T. Goopwin Is. (1682) II. 1v. 335 Our Hearts will 
need a most special strong fulchrum, support and susteiner 
(as the word imports). 1804 W. Taytor in Azw. Rev. I. 
334 This .. should have been selected as the fulcrum of in- 
dignation. 1830 MrrivaLe Rom. Emp. (1865) I. iv. 172 
The consulship was the fulcrum from which the whole 
Roman world was to be moved. 1853 Sir H. Doucras 
Milit. Bridges (ed. 3) 222 A footing once gained is a fulcrum 
which should neyer be lost. 

2. (Chiefly 2/7.) a. Bot. Accessory organs or 
appendages of a plant; e.g. bracts, stipules, ten- 


drils, ete. - 

1785 Martyn Rousseau's Bot. xxxi. 485 The parts I now 
allude to, are what he [Linnzus] calls /“écva, props or sup- 
ports of the plant, 1807 J. E. Smitu Phys. Bot. xvii, 218 
Of the several kinds of Fulcra, or Appendages to a plant. 
1874 Cooke /ungi 62 In an exotic genus.. the fulcra, or 
appendages. .are black. 

b. Lchth. (pl.) The small osseous scales ar- 
ranged in a row and situated on the anterior ray 
of the fins of many ganoid fishes. 

1880 GUNTHER Fishes 360 Vertical fins with a single series 
of fulcra in front, 1885 tr. Claws’ Zool. 11. 164 ‘The spine- 
like splints known as fulera. 

Fulder, Sc. var. of Founpr8, Ods., a thunderbolt. 

1513 Douctas 4?neis xu. xiv. 88 Nor fulderis dynt .. 
With sik a rummyll com bratland on sa fast. 

Fule, Sc. form of Foon; obs. form of Fown. 

Fulfil (fulfil), v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. fulfilled 
(fulfi'ld). Forms; 1-7 (see Fut a. and FIL v.), 
8-9 fullfill, 3-9 fulfill, 4— fulfil. [OE. /frdl- 
SJyllan, f. Fur a.+fyllan to Finn. Cf. to fill full; 
see FILL v. 1.] 

1. ¢rans. To fill to the full, fill up, make full. 
Const. of, wath. Now only arch. 

a. in material sense. 

cr1000 AELrric Gram, xxvi. (Z.) 153 Compleo, ic fullfylle. 
c1250 Old Kent. Serm. in O. E. Misc. (1872) 29 Po serganz 
uuluelden po faten of watere. c1350 Will, Padlerne 4319 
Al pat huge halle was hastili fulfulled. 1382 Wycuir Gen. 
i. 28 Growe 3e and be 3e multiplied and fulfille 3e the erthe. 
cx1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 102 Aftirward I fulfillide be 
wounde with hoot oile of rosis. 7483 Caxton Gold. Leg. 
79 b/2 All the londe therof shal be fulfyllid with deserte, 

a1so0 Chester Pl. (E. E. T. S.) ii. 68 All Beastes I byd 
yow multeply .. the earth to fulfill. deere Anat, 
li, (1888) 22 Simple and pure fleshe, which fulfylleth the 


FULFIL. 


concauities of voyde places. 18783 Jowett Plato (ed. 2) III. 
676 The world has received animals .. and is fulfilled with 
them. 

b. in immaterial applications. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 852 (Gott.) God..fulfild bis world al wid 
his grace. 1413 Piler. Sow/e (Caxton) v. xiv.(1859) 80 The 
Apostles were fulfylled with the holy ghoost. 1480 Robt. 
Deuyll 5 Hys hearte was fullfylled all with thought. 1529 
More Cow. agst. Trib. 1. Wks. 1151/2 Theyr owne con- 
science .. may fulfil their heartes wyth spiritual ioy. 1563 
Homilies 1. Rogation Week 1. (1859) 475 He .. fulfilleth 
both heaven and earth with his presence. 1612 T’. Taytor 
Comm. Titus ii. 12 Be not drunke with wine, but be fulfilled 
with the spirit. 1825 Scorr Vadis. xxiv, I have never 
known knight more fulfilled of nobleness. 1830 ‘’ENNYSON 
Poems 35 Her subtil, warm, and golden breath Which 
mixing with the infant’s blood Fullfills him with beatitude. 
1864 SwinsuRNE Atalanta 2120 Filling thine eyes And 
fulfilling thine ears With the brilliance of battle. 1870 
“ales Earthly Par. I. 1. 313 When he was fulfilled of this 

elight. 


+e. To spread through the whole extent of; to 
pervade. Obs. 


1382 Wycurr Jer. xxiii. 24 Whether not heuene and erthe 
Y fulfille? seith the Lord. 1535 CoverpaLe Dau. ii. 35 The 
stone .. became a greate mountayne which fulfylleth the 
whole earth. 1581 Marseck B&. of Notes 436 The glorie 
of the Lord fulfilling the house. 

+2. To furnish or supply to the full with what is 
wished for; to fill as with food; to satisfy the 
appetite or desire of. Ods. 

a 1300 £. £. Psalter ciiifi]. 16 Be fulefilled sal trees ofe 
felde ilkan. c1340 Cursor M. 6842 (Fairf.) Pe seyuende 
3ere lete hit ly stille Pe pouer men hunger for to fulfille. 
1382 Wycuir J7azt, xv. 33 Therfore wherof so many loouys 
to vs in desert, that we fulfille so grete a cumpanye of 
peple? 1430-40 Lypc. Bochas ut. i. (1554) 70b, Thyne 
empty wombe eche day to fulfill, If thou mightest haue 
vittayle at thy will. cx4g0 tr. De Imitatione 1. i. 3 Pe eye 
is not fulfilled wip be sizt nor be ere wib heringe. c1g00 
Lancelot 941 Your plesance may ye wel fulfill Of me. xg92 
Time Tex Eng. Lefers ¥ ij, Not to sustaine nature. .but 
to fulfill insaciable gurmandize. x160x Hottann Pliny I. 
114 To fulfill his greedy and endlesse appetite. 

3. To fill up or make complete; to supply what 
is lacking in; + formerly sometimes with forth. 
Also, to fill up or supply the place of (something) ; 
to compensate for (a defect). Ods. exc. arch. 

@1175 Cott. Hom. 219 Al swa fele be me mihte pat tiode 
hape fulfellen. c1zg0 S. Eng. Leg. I. 305/214 
man is i-wrou3t, To fulfulle be teobe ordre bat was out of 
heouene i-brou3t. ¢ 1380 Wycur Last Age Chirche p. xxvii, 
Cristen men hauen xxi lettris..and 3euynge to eche c. be 
newe Testament was endid whanne be noumbre of bes 
assingned lettris was fulfilled. 1382 — PAzz. ii. 2 Fulfille 

emy joye. cx1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 29 Po .ij. defautis 

medlynge of be ligament fulfillip. c1440 Promp. Parv. 
182 Fulfyllyn or make a-cethe in thynge bat wantythe, 
supleo. 1473 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotd. (1877) 1. 30 Item iij 
quarteris of Blak to fulfill furth the lynyng of the Queynis 
goone. 1533 BELLENDEN Lzvy 11. (1822) 107 The new Faderis 
chosin. , to fulfill the auld nowmer of Faderisafore minist. 1556 
Rosinsontr, More's Utop.(ed.2)u.(Arb.)go Then they fulfyll 
and make vp the numbre with cytezens. 1850 Mrs. Brown- 
1nG Poems I. 9 Glory and life Fulfil their own depletions. 

+b. absol. or zntr. To supply what is wanted. 

1390 Gower Conf. III. 138 Where lacketh good the word 
fulfilleth To make amendes for the wronge. 

+4. To fill, hold, or occupy (a position that has 
been vacant); to take (the place of something). Ods. 

¢ 1200 Tin. Coll. Hom. 33 Man sholde fuluullen englene 
sete. ¢1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 221 Pat it mi3te fulfille be 
place of be prote. 1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 289 Whiche 
gete turfes..to fullefille thestede of woode. 1509 BArcLay 
Shyp of Folys (1570) 168 His wretched Carcas shall the 
voyde graue fulfill. 1548-77 Vicary Aza. ii. (1888) 18 
Some [bones] to fulfyll the hollowe places, as in the handes 
and feete. 

5. To carry out or bring to consummation (a 
prophecy, promise, etc.); to satisfy (a desire, 
prayer). 

In origin a Hebraism: a literal transl. of the Vulgate 
adintplere, inplere, Hellenistic Greek mAnpotv, used in an 
unclassical sense after Heb. x5”, literally ‘ to fill’. 

c1z90 S. Lng. Leg. I. 104/119 3uit it scholde bi-foren eov 
alle bi folfuld bi me her. a 1300 Cursor M. 26254 His 
flexs lust to ful-fill, c1320 Cast, Love 1201 The profecye of 
Symeon Wes fulfylled thon. ¢1385 CHAucER L. G. W. 694 
Cleopatra, Thilke comenant..I wele fulfille. 1400 G. ap 
Davin in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. u. I. 6 Other thinges he 
behi3t me the qwich he fulfullyt not. 1514 Barcvay Cy¢, 
& Uplondyshin. (Percy Soc.) 9 Fulfill thy promise, I praye 
the now begynne. @1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 43 His 
purpose was onely to get money: but God’s purpose was 
(thereby) to bring Mary to Bethlehem. Hee, to fill full 
his Coffers, God, to fulfill the Prophecies. 1769 J. Brown 
Dict. Bible (1818) s.v., To fulfil requests and desires is to 
grant the things desired. 1837 CartyLe 7’, fev. I. 1v. i. 
(1872) ror The universal prayer therefore is to be fulfilled. 
1860 TYNDALL Glac. 1. xvi. 112, I fulfilled to the letter my 
engagement. .to ask no help. 1864 Bryce Holy Rom. Emp. 
ix. (1875) x45 Full of bright promise never fulfilled. 1883 
H. Spencer in Conxtenip. Rev. XLII. 15 Nature leads men 
by purely personal motives to fulfil her ends, | § 

refl, 1842 TENNYSON Gard. Dau, 233 My desire. . By its 
own energy fulfill’d itself. 1847 — Princ. vu. 121 If you 
be, what I think you, some sweet dream, I would but ask 
you to fulfil yourself. , 

6. To carry out, perform, execute, do (something 
enjoined) ; to obey or follow (a command, the 


law, etc. ). 

c12zs0 Gen. & Ex. 1222 To fulfillen godes reed. a1300 
Cursor M. 9736 pi will i sal evermar full-fill. 1390 Gowrr 
Conf. III. 264 That thing may he nought fulfille, 1484 


are-fore™ 
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Caxton Fables of Alsop 1. xvi, My mayster .. whiche con- 
strayneth me to fulfylle his wylle. 1526 Pile. Perf, (W. de 
W. 1531) 2 So to study this present treatyse, that they may 
fulfyll it in theyr lyuyng. 1645 Mitton Codas/. Wks. (1851) 
353 Let not therfore under the name of fulfilling Charity, such 
an unmercifull..yoke, bee padlockt upon the neck of any 
Christian. 1667 — P. LZ. x11. 402 The Law of God exact he 
shall fulfil. 1777 Brair Seri. I. iv. rrr Let us carry on our 
preparation for heaven. .by fulfilling the duties and offices of 
every station in life. 178x Cowrer Exfos¢. 644 To praise 
him is to serve him, and fulfil. .his unquestioned will. 1835 
J. H. Newman Par. Seri. (1837) I. v. 76 In what sense do 
we fulfil the words of Christ? 1871 R. Extis Ca¢zdlus Ixiv. 
310 Still each hand fulfilled its pious labour eternal. 

+b. To perform, execute, accomplish (a deed). 

ai1225 Aucr, R. 288 3if ber were eise uorto fulfullen be 

dede. ¢1400 Maunpev. (1839) v. 53 Thei fulfillen first the 
more longe Pilgrymage, and after retournen ajen be the 
nexte Weyes. 1582 A. Munpay Discov. E. Campion in 
Arb. Garner VIII. 205 ‘The deaths of these noble personages 
should be presently fulfilled. 1593 SHaks. Lucy. 1635 Where 
you did fulfil The loathsome act of lust. 

ce. To fill the requirements of, answer (a pur- 
pose), comply with (conditions), 

1784 Cowrer Tiroc. 93 If all .. Fulfill the purpose, and 
appear design’d Proofs of the wisdom of th’ all-seeing Mind. 
1793 SMEATON Ldystone L. § 304 Every stone fulfils its place 
inside and out. 1834 Lytton Pomzezi 1. ii, The numerous 
haunts which fulfilled with that idle people the office of cafés 
and clubs at this day. 1840 LARDNER Geovz. 112 If in two 
triangles, either of the conditions of similarity be fulfilled, 
the other condition must also be fulfilled. 1860 Mun Repr. 
Govt. (1865) 1/x To inquire what form of government is best 
fitted to fulfil those purposes. 1862 H. Spencer First Princ. 
I. iv. § 53 (1875) 174 Before a truth can be known as neces- 
sary, two conditions must be fulfilled. 1870 M. D. Conway 
Earthw. Pilgy. xxvii. 320 A street speaker and his audience 
fulfilling the condition of moving on. 1875 Jowetr Plato 
(ed. 2) V. 200 The Cretan laws. . fulfil the object of laws, which 
is to make those who use them happy. 

7. To bring to an end, finish, complete (a period, 
portion of time, a work, etc.). 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 5/145 3wane be time were folfuld. 
1340 Ayenbd. 262 Pis boc is uolueld ine pe eue of be holy 
apostles Symon an Iudas. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 168 
Pere is fulfillid be firste digestioun of be guttis. cx400 tr. 
Secreta Secret., Gov. Lordsh. (E. E.'V.S.) 7x Turne pe 
vpon py left syde, and fulfylle py sleepe vpon pat syde. 
1413 Pilger. Sow/de (Caxton) v. i. (1859) 72 A thynge that is 
infynyte maye not be fulfilled. 1526-34 TinpaLr Acts xiii. 
25 When John had fulfylled his course, he sayde, whome 
ye thinke that Iam the same am I not. 1535 CoveRDALE 
2 Sanz. vii. 12 Whan thy tyme is fulfylled y thou shalt 
slepe with thy fathers. 1784 Cowper Zask vi. 786 Six 
thousand years of sorrow have well-nigh Fulfilled their 
tardy and disastrous course Over a sinful world. 1814 
Scorr Ld. of Isles 11. xxix, Whose ill-timed speed Fulfill’d 
my soon-repented deed. 

Hence Fulfilled A#/. a. 

1649 Mitton Zz#on. xxvii. Wks. (1847) 329/1 All our past 
and fulfill’d miseries. 

Fulfiller (fulfilox). [f. Funrin v.+-nr!.] One 
who fulfils, in various senses of the vb. 

1413 Pilgr. Sowle (Caxton 1483) v. xiv. 108 The hooly 
ghoost that is the ender and the fulfiller. 1545 Brinktow 
Lament. 24b, Christ wolde not breake the lawe, but was 
the fullfiller of the lawe. 1692 Sour Sermz. (1718) II. 102 
God himself is first the author, and then the fulfiller of 
them. 1752 Law Sfirit of Love u. (1816) 138 A fulfiller of 
all righteousness. 1843 Hoop Forge 1. xili, Of his duty so 
true a fulfiller, 1860 Pusey JZix. Proph. 110 The faithful 
Fulfiller of His promises. 


Fulfilling (fulfilin), vd/. sd. [f. Funrin v. + 
-ING1,] The action of the vb. FuLFin in various 
senses ; an instance of this; also covcr. that which 
fulfils. Cf. FULFILMENT, now usually substituted. 

1340 Ayenb. 260 God pet is pe ende and pe uoluellinge and 
be somme of his wylninges. 1382 Wyciir Rom. xiii. 10 
‘Therfore loue is the plente, or fulfillinge, of the lawe. 1480 
Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxxviii. 263 For vnmesurable ful- 
fylling of his lust his lyf shorted the souner. 1526 Pile. 
Perf. (W.de W. 1531) 43 Vhe accomplysshynge or fulfyllynge 
of his commaundementes. 1628 J. Gaute Pract. Theories 
(1629) 22 He could haue indured any thing rather then a 
Prophecies not fulfilling. 167x Mitton P. 2. 1. 109 With 
thoughts Meekly compos’d awaited the fulfilling. 1715 Dr 
For Fam. Instruct. 1, i. (1841) I. 29 The fulfilling of Old 
Testament types, and Old Testament promises. 


Fulfilling (fulfilin), 2/7 a. [f. as prec. + 
-InG?.] That fulfils, in senses of the vb.; ++ hence, 


complementary or suitable zo (0ds.). 

1340 Ayend, 113 Paz ha leuede an hondred year..he ne 
mi3te na3t do uoluellinde penonce of one dyadliche zenne. 
1452 in Willis & Clark Cambridge (1886) 1. 282 A Batylment 
by nethe with a Crest above and a Casement fulfyllyng to 
the werk. 1606 SHaxs. 7%. § Cr. Prol. 18 With massie 
Staples And corresponsiue and fulfilling Bolts. 


Fulfilment (fulfilmént). [f Funrm z. + 
-MENT.] ‘The action or an act or process of ful- 
filling ; accomplishment, performance, completion. 


(Not in Johnson 1755.) 

1775 in Asu. 1777 Brair Serv. I. v. 141 With what 
entire confidence ought we to wait for the fulfilment of all 
his other promises, in their due time. 1786-1805 J. H. 
Tooke Purley (1860) 586 Gage. By which a man is bound 
to certain fulfilments. 1830 Herscuen. Stud. Nat. Phil. 
I. iii. (1851) 42 There are consequences and fulfilments of 
the laws of nature. 1849 James Woodman ii, She exacted 
a fulfilment of all prescribed duties from her nuns. 189 
Law Rep. Weekly Notes 76/2 The fulfilment of the con- 
dition literally became impossible. 


+Fulgence. Ods. [f. as next: see -ENCE.] 
= next. 
?a1500 Chester P2. (E, E.T.S.) i, 180 And here were now 





FULGURANCE. 


the Trynitie, We sholde him pass by our fulgence. a 1648 
Heywoop ££7/. Wks. 1874 VI. 343 May Venus and the 
Moones bright constellations, With their best fulgence 
smile on all your Nations. 1652 Bentowrs 7heoph. v. lvii, 
Sols radiant Fulgence in meridian Skies Seem'd shade unto 
those Clarities. 

+Ewlgency. Obs. [f. next: see -pncy.] Ful- 
gent quality; brightness, splendour. 

1659 D. Pett Lfr. Sea 480 A flower that will constantly 
expose itself unto the fulgency of the Sun. 1794 SuLLIVAN 
View Nat. Il. 412 Vhe great fulgency and clearness of the 
sun’s light. 

Fulgent (foldgént), a. [ad. L. fulgent-em, pr. 
pple. of fulgére to shine: see -END.] Shining 
brightly; brilliant, glittering, resplendent. Now 
poet. or rhetorical. 

1432-50 tr. /Y7zedex (Rolls) I. 13 Asches or sonde, whiche 
semenge as thynges impure and wontenge ly3hte be wonte 
to yelde pure materes and fulgent. ?a1500 Vork Myst, 
/nholders (1885) 514 Hayle! fulgent Phebus. 1615 Crooke 
Body of Man 563 It doth lesse hinder the fulgent brightnes 
of the christaline. 1636 Heyvwoop Lowes Mistress and Prol. 
Wks. 1874 V. 88 Liquid Gold Of fulgent beautie. 1667 
Mitron P. ZL. x. 449 At last, as from a Cloud, his fulgent 
head And shape Starr-bright appeer’d. 1770 GLover Leonidas 
1v. 518 Other Thracians..fulgent morions wore, With horns 
of bulls in imitating brass Curv’d o'er the crested ridge. 
1807 Worpsw. Gzfszes 16 Then issued Vesper from the fulgent 
west. 1835 Slackw. Mag. XX XVIII. gor Brighter. ,tban 
the stream Which in Pirene shed its fulgent gleam. 

Jig. 1879 G. Mereviru Zgoist Il. i. 32 The studious 
mind..throws off acids and crusty particles in the piling of 
the years, until it is fulgent by clarity. 

b. Her. (See quot.) 

1828-40 Berry Encycl. Her. 1, Fulgent, haying rays, as 
a star fulgent. 

Hence Fulgently adv., Fu'lgentness. 

1727 Baitey vol. Il, Mudgenxtness. 1880 G. MEREDITH 
Trag. Com. (188x) 36 Her hero faced about and stood up, 
looking at her fulgently. 

Fulgid (fwldzid), @. [ad. L. frletd-us, f. ful- 
gére to shine. ] 

1. Flashing, glittering, shining. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fulgid, shining, glistering, 
bright. 1678 R. Rfusseti] Geder uu, 1.111. vi. 74 Of most. . ful- 
gid Splendor. 1715-20 Porr //iad x. 547 Through the brown 
shade the fulgid weapons shined. 1773 WiLson in Phi?. 
Trans. LXIV, 16 This beauteous substance is at the sur- 
face, most fulgid. 3179x W. Bartram Carolina 51 The 
fulgid sunbeams spread abroad their animating light. 1822 
T. Taytor Apzzlezus xt. 261 A very black robe fulgid with 
a dark splendour. 1870 Emerson Soc. § Sodit. viii. 163 
Demons with fulgid eyes. 

2. Nat. Hist. (See quot.) 

1826 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. IV. 279 Fulgid, a bright 
fiery red. 

Hence Fulgi‘dity, fulgid state or condition. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 1755 in JoHNSON; and in 
mod. Dicts. 

Fulgor, fulgour (folgds, -01). arch. [a. L. 
Julgor, §. fulgére {o shine.] A brilliant or flashing 
light; dazzling brightness, splendour. 

1602 Marston Anz. & JZed. 1. Introd., By the resplendent 
fulgor of this steele, I will defende the feminine to death. 
1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep, 11. x. 128 Glowewormes 
alive, project a lustre inthe darke, which fulgour notwith- 
standing ceaseth after death. 1665 Sir I. Hersert 7vav. 
(1677) 302 Chains of burnished Gold or Brass, whose fulgor 
they delighted in. 179: W. Bartram Carolina 13 The fulgour 
and rapidity of the streams of lightning .. exhibited a very 
awful scene. 1837 CartyLte /7~. Rev. Il. v. iv, There had 
risen .. quite another variegated Glitter and nocturnal 
Fulgor, 1877 L. Morris £fzc Hades 1. 103 Leaped up the 
hot red sun above the sea, And lit the horrid fulgour of his 
scales, 

Jig. 1635 Heywoop Hierarch. v. 278 Those Mindes and 
Essences diuine By nature with Miraculous Fulgor shine. 
1668 H. More Div. Dial. 1. xiv. (1713) 28 Ay. There 
shines from them such an intellectual fulgor. 1834 Fraser's 
Mag. X. 699 Their influence shall enable us to make this 
article..glow with a fulgour not otherwise its own. 

Fulgorous (fvlgoras), a. rare. [f. FuLGoR + 
-ouUS.] Flashing, brilliant, lustrous. @z¢. and fg. 

1772 Nucent tr. Hist, Fr. Gerund I, 204 Their waxen 
wings desolving at the inflamed and sparkling rays of so 
fulgorous and resplendent a defender. 1833 CaRLyLe 
Diderot Misc. 1857 111. 194 He heard him [Diderot] talk 
oneday. .witha fulgorous impetuosity almost beyond human, 

| Fulgur. Os. [L., f£. fulgere to lighten.] 
Lightning, a flash of lightning. 

1563 W. Furxe AZe/eors (1640) 27 Fulgur is that kinde of 
lightning which followeth thunder. 1695 D'Urrry Gloriana 
ix. 2 Till by some Flashes of A®therial Fire, And fatal 
Fulgur glimmering Light was lent. % 

Jig. 1665 Sir T. Hersert 7rav. (1677) 175 The King.. 
by the fulgur of his eye can dart them dead. 

Fulgural (fw lgitiral), a. rare. [a. F. fuloural, 
ad. L. fulguralis, f. fulgur lightning: see -AL.] 
Of or pertaining to lightning. /zelgwral sctence 
(Fr. sedence fulgurale) : divination by lightning. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fulgural, belonging to light- 
ning. 1813 T. Bussy tr. Lucretius v1. Comm. iv, The 
Romans, it is well known, derived from the Tuscans the 
system of their fulgural superstition. /dzd. v. Comm. v, 
Their skill in fulgural divination. 1891 tr. De /a Saussaye’s 
Man. Sc. Relig. xvi. 139 This fulgural science was con- 
sidered of Etruscan origin. 

+Fulgurance. Ods. rare. ([f. next: see 
-ANCE.] Dazzling brilliance (as of lightning). 

1652 Bentowrs Theoph. v1. xxiv, Who, like a full-orb’d 
Moon, our stars out-shin’d In glorious Fulgurance of minde. 
Tbid. vu. xxviii, From this Fulgurance such a fly. 
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FULGURANT. 


Fulgurant (folgitirant), a. [ad. L. felgurant- 
em, pr. pple. of fulgurare to lighten, f. fulgur 
lightning: see -anT.] Flashing like lightning. 

1647 H. More Resolution Poems 175 [Though] Nature 
play her fiery games In this fore’d Night, with fulgurant 
flames. 1840 BrowninG Sordedlo v. 43 Careful Jove’s face 
be duly fulgurant. 1868 — Ring § Bk. vi. 1600 That erect 
form, flashing brow, fulgurant eye. 

Hence Fu‘lgurantly adv. 

1873 DowbEN in Contemp, Rev. July 193 This eruption 
{in V. Hugo’s Chaétiments], which is meant to overwhelm 
the gewgaw Empire goes on fulgurantly, resoundingly, and 
not without scoriz and smoke. 

Fulgurate, v. [f. L. /w/gurat- ppl. stem of 
Julgurare to lighten, f. fwdgur lightning: see -ATE3.] 
intr. To emit vivid flashes like lightning. 

1677 Phil. Trans. XVIII. 867 [It] doth now and then fulgu- 
rate, and sometimes also raise it self as ’twere into waves of 
light. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies u. iii. 179 As soon would 
we have believed that two Diamonds could Fulgurate. 1756 
[see FLAGRATE v.] 

Hence Fulgurating //. a.; also transf. (of 
pains) darting like lightning through the body. 

1677 Phil. Trans, XVIII. 867 This fulgurating substance 
carries its light alwaies with it. 1709 F. HauxsBee P/y's. 
Mech. Exp. ii. (1719) 36 A brisk Fulgurating Light was 
produc’d. 1878 A. M. Hamitton Nerv. Dis. 276 The indi- 
vidual may first notice the commencement of the disease 
by fulgurating pains which dart from the feet up the legs 
and thighs. _ 

Fulguration (folgitirzi:fon).  [ad. L. falgura- 
Zion-em, n. of action f. fulgurare: see FULGURATE 
and -ation. Cf. F. fulguration.] 

1. The action of lightning or flashing like light- 
ning ; chiefly in A/. flashes of lightning. Now rare 
in literal sense. 

1633 J. Done Hist. Septuagint 57 Your Eyes..were so 
incountred with the order and splendor of the workes .. so 
as you should be forced to turn them elsewhere or not too 
stedfastly behold their Fulguration. 1642 Howett Zor, 
Trav. (Arb.) 12 Though thunder be first in Nature being by 
the violent eruption it makes out of the cloud the cause of 
such fulgurations. 1684 T. Burner 7%. Earth 1. 93 These 
signs are chiefly. .the fulgurations of the air, and the falling 
of stars. 1813 T. Forster Atmosph. Phaenom. (1815) 76 
The vespertine fulgurations, called summer lightning, are 
not followed by any thunder at all. 

Jig. 1874 H. R. Reynotps Fohn Bafpt. ii. 88 Angels are 
the fulgurations of His power. 1877 E. Cairp Philos. Kant 
vy. 86 The continual fulgurations of deity. 

2. In Assaying. (See quots.) Cf. Brick. 

1676 Cotes, Fulguration, a reducing metals into vapours 
by the help of lead (in a copel) and a violent fire. 1758 
Rep tr. Macquer's Chym. I. 323 The surface of that metal 
will at once dart out a dazling splendour: but, if the fire be 
strong enough to keep the Silver in fusion .. this change of 
colour, which is called its fulguration, will not be so percep- 
tible, and the Silver will appear like a bead of fire. 1853 
Ure Dict. Arts I. 98 When the lead is wasted to a certain 
degree, a very thin film of it only remains on the silver, 
which causes the iridescent appearance, like the colours of 
soap-bubbles ; a phenomenon, called by the old chemists, 
fulguration. 

|| Fuwlgurator. vere. [L. fulgurator, £. fulgur 
lightning.] A priest who interprets Jightning. 

1813 T. Busy tr. Lucretins v1. Comm. v, The Tuscan 
fulgurators..were induced .. to direct sacrifices which they 
k»ew would be unacceptable to the Gods. 

+ Fulgure. Obs. rare. [a. OF. fulgure, f. L. 
JSulgur lightning.] = FuLcor. 

@ 1633 Austin Medit. (1635) 88 The Light or fulgure in it 
[star] was purely Supernaturall. 1661 Morcan Sfh. Gentry 
1. ili. 34 Noble by reason of fulgure and transparencie. 

Fulgu‘reous, 2. vare—'. [f. L. fuloureus (f. 
Julgur lightning): see -rous.] Of the nature of 
lightning. 

1865 Tytor Early Hist. Man. viii. 224 Generated in the 
sky by a fulgureous exhalation. 

Fulgurite (fvlgitirait). [f L. fleur lightning 
+-ITE.] 

1. Geol. (See quot. 1865.) Also written (less 
correctly) felgorite. 

1834 Mrs. SomervitLte Connex. Phys. Sc. xxvii. (1835) 312 
Dr. Fiedler exhibited several of these fulgorites in London 
. .dug out of the sandy plains of Silesia and Eastern Prussia. 
1845 Darwin Voy. Nat. iii. (1852) 60 At Paris MM. 
Hachette and Beudant’ succeeded in making tubes in most 
respect similar to these fulgurites. 1865 Pace Handbk. 
Geol. Terms, Fulgurite, Fulgorite, any rocky substance 
that has been fused or vitrified by lightning. More strictly 
applied to a bore or tube produced by the passage of light- 
ning into a sandy soil. 1884 Cornh. May. Nov. 526 In 
sand or rock, where lightning has struck, it often forms 
long hollow tubes, known to the calmly discriminating 
geological intelligence as fulgurites. 

2. An explosive substance (see quot. 1889). 

1882 H.S. Drinker Taunelling (ed. 2) 102. 1889 Cun- 
pitt Dict. Explosives, Fulgurite consists of nitro-glycerine 
mixed with some coarsely ground farinaceous substance, 
1894 Daily News 22 Jan. 5/5 At Geneva a trial has been 
made ina quarry with the new explosive, ‘fulgurite’, under 
the direction of the inventor, Raoul Pictet, 

+ Fulgwrity. Ods.-° (See quots.) 

1623 Cockeram, Fudguritie, lightening. [In eds. 1631-2 
printed /uleurite, in 1637-9 Fulgurie.] 1721 BAILey, 
fulgurity, Shining, Glistering. 

Fulgurous (fo'lgiiiras), a. Also 7 fulgrous. 
[f. L. fudgur lightning + -ous.] Resembling light- 
ning ; full of or charged with lightning. Also fg. 

1616 J. LANE Contn, Sgr.'s T. vit. 217 The pitchie clowdes 
of fulgrous heavn. 1865 CartyLe Fredk. Gt. xix. viii. 
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VIII. 261 The angry similitude had shot, slightly fulgurous 
and consolatory, athwart the gloom of one’s mood. 1876 
Lowe. Ode Poet. Wks. 1890 IV. 94 Of Rome, fair quarry 
where those eagles crowd Whose fulgurous vans about the 
world had blown Triumphant storm and seeds of polity. 

Fulham (fwlam). s/ang. Forms: 6 fullan, 
6-7 fullam, 6-8 fullom, (7 fullum), 7- fulham. 
[OF uncertain origin: by some conjectured to be 
derived from the place-name /2/ham, once a noted 
haunt of gamesters. Another conjecture is that 
the oldest form fd/an = ‘full one’, which would 
suit the sense.] A die loaded at the corner. (A 
high fulham was loaded so as to ensure a cast of 
4, 5, or 6; a low fulham, so as to ensure a cast of 
Looe Ota) 

c1sso Dice-Play Ciiija, Fullans.. be square outward. 
Yet being within at the corner with lead, or other pondorus 
matter stopped, minister as great an aduantage as any of 
the rest. 1592 Nobody § Someb. in Simpson Sch. Shaks. 
(2878) I. 337 Those are called high Fulloms. 1598 Suaks. 
Merry W.1. iti. 94 Let Vultures gripe thy guts: for gourd, 
and Fullam holds: & high and low beguiles the rich & 
poore. 1605 Lond. Prodigal 1.i, wo bale of false dice, 
videlicet, high men and low men, fulloms..and other bones 
of function. 1674 Corton Compl. Gamester 12 This they 
do by false Dice, as High-Fullams 4, 5, 6. Low-Fullams 1, 
2, 3- 171x PuckLe Club 21 At dice they have The Doctors, 
the fulloms. 1801 Sforting Mag. XVIII. 100 A bale of 
fulhams. 1889 DoyLe AZicah Clarke xxx. 316 There is no 
loading of the dice, or throwing of fulhams. 

Jig. 1644-7 CLevetanp Char. Lond. Diurn, (1677) 108 
Now a Scotch-man’s Tongue runs high /udlams. There 
is a Cheat in his Idiom. 1664 BuTriter Hed. 1. i. 642 One 
cut out to pass your tricks on, With Fulhams of Poetick 
fiction. 

+ Fuliginated, «. Obs. rare. [f. L. filiginat- 
us (f. fiiligo soot) + -ED 1.] Of a sooty colour, as if 
powdered black. 

1634 Sir T. Hersert 7vav. 193 Such the misery of these 
fuliginated creatures, who as they use all Ceremonies of 
devotion usually on the nights and not at daytime, tis they 
say because the Devill is then sole Ruler. 1796 Kirwan 
Elem. Min. (ed. 2) 11. 310 It is formed either by the union 
of the Yellow Calx with an excess of Volalkali, and this 
may be called the Fuliginated Calx, : 

+ Fuligino’se, az. Obs.—° [ad. L. fiiliginds-us 
see FULIGINOUS and -OSE.] = FULIGINOUS I and 3. 

1721-36 in Bairey. 1866 in 7veas. Bot. 

Fuliginosity (fizli:dging'siti). [ad. F. fudz- 
ginostté, f. L. fiiliginds-us (see next)+-1Ty.] The 
condition or quality of being fuliginous or sooty ; 
sooty matter, soot. 

1758 Reip tr. MWacguer's Chym. 1,185 A short tapering 
funnel..which will serve fora chimney to carry off all fuli- 
ginosities. 1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 471 All fuliginosities 
arising from combustion on the surface of the earth are 
finally carried into the sea. 

Jig. 1837 CartyLe A/ivabeau, Ess. (1840) V. 136 In the old 
Marquis there dwells withal..a latent fury and fuliginosity 
very perverting. 1895 Eafositor Nov. 350 This might be 
due to intentional fuliginosity—(if I may coin a word) but 
it cannot be the case that the whole of the Talmud has 
been wilfully obscured. 

Fuliginous (fizli:dzinos), @. Also 7 -enous, 
-inus. [ad. L. /tilzgznos-us, f. filigo soot: see 
-ous. Cf. F. fuligineux, -euse.] 

l. Pertaining to, consisting of, containing, or 
resembling soot; sooty. 

_ 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. ii. 1. v, It offends commonly 
if it be to. .fuligenous, cloudy, blustering, or a tempestuous 
Aire. 1638 WiLkins New World 1. (1684) 73 This Fuliginus 
matter, which did thus obscure the Sun, must needs be very 
near his Body. 1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. vi. xii. 
334 A sootish and fuliginous matter proceeding from the 
sulphur of bodies torrified. 1684 Evetyn Diary 24 Jan., 
London .. was so filled with the fuliginous steam of the 
sea-coal, that hardly could one see across the streets. 1731 
Hates Stat. Ess. I. 260 In great cities where the air is full 
of fuliginous vapours. 1822 Lams Zia Ser. 1. Praise of 
Chimneysweepers, The fuliginous concretions, which are 
sometimes found (in dissections) to adhere to the roof of the 
mouth in these unfledged practitioners, 1842 Dr Quincey 
Pagan Oracles Wks. VIII. 222 A huge octagon lamp, that 
apparently never had been cleaned from smoke and fuligi- 
nous tarnish. 

Jig. ¢1645 Howe t Lett, (1650) I]. 107 Prayer compar’d 
with praise, is but a fuliginous smoak issuing from the sense 
of sin. 1761 SterNE 7%. Shandy III. xix, His ideas .. all 
obfuscated and darkened over with fuliginous matter ! 1845 
CarLyLe Cromwell (1871) IV. 3 A very fuliginous set of 
doctrines. 1860 Trottore Cast. Richmond Il. 80 The 
debate went on..with many sparks..of eager benevolence, 
and some few passing clouds of fuliginous self-interest. 

b. Covered or blackened with soot. Chiefly in 
humorously bombastic use. 

@ 1763 [see Futicinousty]. 1843 CartyLe Past § Pr. ut. 
xv, To that dingy fuliginous Operative, emerging from his 
soot-mill. 1865 Dublin Univ. Mag. 11. 32 A fuliginous 
suburb of factories. a@ 1876 M. Cotuins Pen Sketches (1879) 
I. 59 The pleasant gardens ., are a delight and a luxury to 
the Londoner escaped from some close fuliginous domicile. 
1884 Pall Mall G. 16 Oct. 1/1 All the world is peering 
down the fuliginous chimney. > 

+2. In old physiology applied to certain thick 
‘vapours’ or ‘ exhalations’ said to be formed by 
organic combustion, and noxious to the head and 
vital parts. Ods. 

1574 Newton Health Mag. 53 Those apples .. repel and 
drive away all fuliginous moyste vapours which trouble the 
harte and strike upinto the head, 162x Burton Axat. Mel, 
Ul. V. I. iv, It is not amiss to bore the scull with an instru- 
ment to let out the fuliginous vapours. 1664 Power Zxf. 
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Philos. 1. 57 The grosser Steams that continually perspire 
out of our own Bodies .. are the fuliginous Eructations of 
that internal fire, that constantly burns within us. 1725 
Brapey Fan. Dict. s. v. Bath, It will be attended with 
these two Advantages, viz. the Dissipation of the fuliginous 
Excrements, and drawing out the superfluous Humours. 

3. (Chiefly Vat. Hist.) Soot-coloured, dusky. 

[1688 R. Horme Armoury 1. 290 The upper part of the 
Body is brown, or Fulgineous (szc).] 1822-34 Good’s Study 
Med. (ed. 4) 1. 339 A morbid deep-coloured bile, fulvous, 
greenish, or fuliginous. 1826 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol. IV. 
282 Huliginous, the opaque black of soot. 1869 O. W. 
Hoitmes Cinders from Ashes in Old Vol. Life (1891) 247 
An older and much bigger boy, or youth, with a fuliginous 
complexion. 1874 Coves Birds NV. W, 642 Entire plumage 
deep sooty or fuliginous blackish. 

Hence Fuli‘ginously adv., Fuli‘ginousness. 

1576 Newton Levmzie’s Complex. (1633) 222 When this 
sinke of Melancholy is once exhausted, and all fuliginous- 
nesse banished. 1652 Frencn Vorksh. Spa ii. 27 According 
to the fuliginousness of vapours more or less recoiling, the 
fire is more or less choaked. @ 1763 SHENSTONE Ws. (1764) 
I. 114 To rear some breathless vapid flow’rs Or shrubs 
fuliginously grim. 1837 CartyLE /y», Rev. Il. 1. iti, 
Military France is everywhere full of sour inflammatory 
humour, which exhales itself fuliginously, this way or that. 

| Fuligo (filaigo). [L.] Soot. (See also 
quot. 1727.) 

1646 Sir T. Browne Psexd. Ef, v1. xii. 335 Thus Camphire 
of a white substance, by its fuligo affordeth a deepe black. 
1693 EveLyn De la Quint. Compl. Gard. Advt. to Curious 
4 Wax, or Oyl-Olive (for such it ought to be, to avoid the 
intollerable smell and fuligo’sof gross and cheaper Materials), 
1727 Bairey vol. II, Fzéigo, sulphureous, foul and thick 
Vapours, breath’d out at the Mouth, or thro’ the Pores of 
the Body. 1830 West. Rev. X11. 387 The book before us 
smells pestilently of orange peel and the lamp .. nor is the 
SJuligo wanting. 

Fulimart, obs. form of FouMArtT. 

Fulk (fulk), v. diaz. Also fullock. [Of obscure 
origin; cf. FutKar.] (See quots.) Hence Fu'l- 
locking wé/. sb. 

a 1784 in Mittes J7S. Gloss. (Halliw.). 1796 Grose Dict. 
Vule. Tongue (ed. 3), Hulk, to use an unfair motion of the 
hand in plumping at taw. Schoolboy’s term. 1843 P. Parley’s 
Ann. IV. 31x Come, down with your taw—no fulking. ..I 
like to see boys manly, even in their boyhood. 1874 Hatu- 
WELL, Fuk, a phrase made use of by boys playing at taw, 
when they slily push the hand forward to be nearer the mark, 
Fullock, to jerk the hand unlawfully. A term at marbles. 
1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Fullock, to jerk the hand and arm 
unlawfully at marbles, instead of shooting from the thumb- 
joint with the hand perfectly steady. 1875 Whitby Gloss., 
fullock, to fire a marble .. from the hand by a jerk of the 
bent thumb. ‘That was well fullock’d,’ 

Fulk, obs. form of Fouk. 

+ Fulkat, v. Ols. rare—'. (See quot.) 

1688 R. Homme Avmoury m1. 263/1 Fulkat, or Fulkating 
over hand [in the Game of Truck] is to make your Ball 
jump over his through the Argolis, when his Ball lies 
directly in the way before you. 

+ Fulker. Obs. rave—'. [Corruption of Ger. 

Sucker, fugger: cf. Foocur, Fooker, FOwKER.] 
‘A pawnbroker or usurer’ (Halliwell). 


+ Pull, sb. Obs. 
str. neut.; perh. originally the neuter of the adj.] 
A cup, goblet ; a bumper. 

Beowulf 616 Pa freolic wif ful ze-sealde wrest Eastdena 
ebel-wearde. c1000 Sax. Leechd. I. 88 Drince Sonne breo 
ful fulle..nistiz. c 1205 Lay. 14325 Oder uul me pider fared 
.. Penne pat uul beod icumen Penne cussed heo preoien. 

+ Full, 52.2 Ods. vare.— [Identical with Sc. fow 
(see quot. 1673 below) of which FoosE seems to be 
the plural, and Four a derivative or compound, 

It is not clear whether Bullen’s fv// is the original form 
(?from FuLt @., with reference to the fleshy leaves), or due 
to his own conjectural identification of the sb. fow with 
Jow=full.] 

Houseleek. 


1562 Butiein Bh. Sinzples (1579) 35 It is called Houslike 
--in the South parts of England, but in the North it is 
called Full. 1673 Wepperrsurn Vocad., Sedum majus, 

Ow. 


Full (ful), @., 56.3, and adv. Forms: 1-7 ful, 

3-5 fol(le, south. vol(le, 4-5 fulle, 6 Sc. fow, 
8 Se. fou, 1- full. [Com. Teut.;: OE, fail 
=OFris. fol, ful, OS. ful (Du. vol), OHG. folZ 
(MHG. vol, mod.Ger. voll), ON. full-r (OSw. 
Suld-er, mod.Sw. full, Da. fuld), Goth. full-s:— 
OTeut. *follo-, fullo-:—OAryan *f/-nd, represented 
also in Lith. pzlna-s, OSL. pilin; cf. also the 
synonymous Skr. prrnd, L. plenus, Olr. /én, Welsh 
“awn (:—pre-Celtic *Alano-, plono-), which though 
not formally identical contain the same root and 
suffix. From the Aryan root *e/-, fol-, pj, and its 
extended forms f/é-, plo-, etc. are derived many 
words expressing the notion of abounding, filling, 
etc., as Skr. pztve, Gr. modvs (see FELE a.) ; Gr. 
mymdavac to fill, rAnpns full, rAnGos multitude, L. 
(com-, im-, op-, ré-, sup-) plere to fill, plus more. 

In this and in several other words (Sievers Ags. Gr. § 55), 
the OE. z represents WGer. 0; when this is the case a 
labial consonant is almost always present, but the precise 
conditions have not been determined.] 

. adj. 

1. Having within its limits all it will hold ; having 

no space empty; replete, Const. of (in OE. with 


FULL. 


genitive). Often with intensive phrases, as fu// as 
an egg, full to the brim (see Brim sb.2 4b), full to 
overflowing, full up (colloq.), etc. For adybl. 
phrase ful/ mouth: see MourTH. 

ax1000 Fudith 19 Per weron bollan steape boren. .swylce 
eac bunan and orcas fulle flettsittendum. c1z290 S, Eng. 
Leg. 1. 193/45 A fat pare stod fol of babe-water. @ 1300 
E,. E. Psalter cxiiii. 14 Cleues ofe pa fulle ere yhite 
[promptuaria corum plena). c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
41 Heelde into pe hoole. .hoot oile of roses. . til al be wounde 
be ful. c1483 Caxton Vocab. 12 Hit is of a fulle fatte. 
1563 W. Futxe Meteors (1640) 56 The ignorant in Philo- 
sophy must be admonished, that all things are full, nothing 
is empty, for nature abhorreth emptinesse. 1590 NASHE 
Pasguils Apol. 1.Cijb, To preache to Gods people vpon 
a full stomach, 1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. IV, 1. iv. 68 Cana 
weake emptie Vessel beare such a huge full Hogs-head? 
1648 Gace West Ind. vi. 19 Filling them [boats] so fast and 
so full, that some sunke. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. u. 
(1711) 175 When many Whales float on the Sea, they [birds] 
have their Bellies full. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India §& P. 
z12 A Board plastered over, which with Cotton they wipe 
out, when full, as we do from Slates. 1710 STEELE Tatler 
No. 187 P 5 The full House which is to be at Othello on 
Thursday. 1711 BupGeLt Sect. No. 77 #9 When he is 
playing at Backgammon, he calls for a full glass of Wine 
and Water. 1712 Arsutunot John Bull i. iv. 49 When 
she came into any full assembly. 1764 Foote Patrox 11. 
Wks. 1799 I. 353 Full..As an egg. 1786 Burns Dreamz 
131, I hae seen their coggie fou. 1823 Scoressy Whale 
Fishery 126 An ancient flying, a signal indicative in the 
whale fishery of a full-ship. 1866 G. MacponaLp Az. Q. 
Neighb. iii. (1878) 32 A few full sacks, tied tight at the 
mouth, 1870 L’Estrance AZiss Mitford I. ii. 37 The coach 
was completely full. 1891 E. Peacock WV. Brendon 1. 131 
All the stables were full. 1892 Dazly News 18 Oct. 5/3 
Because they [cemeteries] are full up..this additional one 
is required, 

b. Locutions in which /// is in concord with 

a preceding sb. denoting a receptacle are sometimes 
used ¢vansf. to signify either (1) the contents viewed 
with respect to quantity, or (2) a quantity equal to 
the capacity of the receptacle. In the latter of 
these applications, this usage is now almost super- 
seded by the practice of forming derivatives ad 
libitum with the suffix -FUL 2. 

c1ooo Sax. Leechd. Il. 268 Sele ponne czlic fulne to 
drincanne. cx205 Lay. 1285 In bere sz heo funden vtlawen 
. -fifti scipen fulle. Zdéd. 6470 A kene sweord and enne koker- 
fulne flan. 1563 W. FuLKe Meteors (1640) 52 He that hath 
seene an egges shell full of dew drawn up by the Sunne.. 
ina Maymorning. 1884 G. Moore Musnmer's Wife (1887) 
179 A theatrefull of people. 

ce. fig. (see 2c); esp. of the heart; Overcharged 


with emotion, ready to overflow. 
¢ 1300 Cursor M. 19404 (Edin.) Steuin of strenbe and godis 
grace was fillid ful in ilk a place. 1604 Suaxs. O¢h. V. il. 
175 Speake, for my heart is full. 1719 De For Crusoe 1. i, 
His heart was so full, he could say no more. 1797 Mrs. 
Ravcurre /¢talian xii, My heart was never so full in my life. 
+d. Of an office: Occupied, not vacant. Const. 


of. Obs. 

1574 tr. Littleton's Tenures 38b, Where a villeyne pur- 
chasethe the avowson of a Church full of an incumbent. 
1734 Nortu Lives (1826) II. 11 He laid his eye on the 
place of Chief Justice of Chester, which was full of Sir Job 
Charleton. : 

e. Ofan animal: Pregnant. Of a fish: Charged 


with roe. + Full of (foal): big with. 

21618 Rates Merchandize Gib, Hearings white, full, 
or shotten, the barrell viijs. iiijd, 1722 Lond. Gaz. No. 
6120/4 A large Black Mare .. very full of Foal, 1864 Mir- 
cHELL Herring 114 If the herrings are assorted, namely, 
the full herrings (herrings full of milt and roe) separated 
from mza¢jes (herrings with the milt and roe of a small size), 
and these separated from ‘ ylen’, empty or shotten herrings, 
the fishery officer has authority to apply a brand with the 
word ‘ full’ to the first, and the word ‘ maties’ to the second 
description. .in addition to the crown brand, 

+f. Having the outline filled in; solid, not open. 
Full flower (=F. fleur pletne) =‘ double flower’. 

1597 Morey /utvod. Mus. Annot., There were .. foure 
maners of pricking, one al blacke, which they tearmed blacke 
full, another which we vse now which they called black 
void, the third all red, which they called red ful [etc.]. 1683 
Rosinson in Ray's Corr, (1848) 137 It hath no full, or double 
flower. 1715 Desacutiers ives [n¢pr. 118 Make three 
openings in it..the space 4, which is 6 Inches wide, must 
be left full..leave ge open 6 Inches wide, dc and gy full, 
being of 6 Inches each. 

absol. 1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 128 Let the Doors 
be right over one another, that the void may be upon the 
void, and the full upon the full. 3 

2. a. Containing abundance of; _plentifully 
charged, crowded. + Rarely const. wth. 

a1000 Sal, § Sat, 174 (Gr.) Hatep Sonne heahcyning helle 
betynan, fyres fulle. 1297 R. Grouc. (Rolls) 11 Engelonde 
is vol ino3 of frut and ek of tren. 1340 Ayend. 28 Pet corn 
..is uol of frut and al ripe. ¢ 1386 CHAucER Kvwt.’s 7. 1288 
A wrethe of gold... set ful of stones brighte. ¢ 1400 Laz- 
Jranc's Cirurg. 53 But if pe membre pat was brusid be ful 
of senewis, as be hand ouper pe foot. 1519 Horman Viele. 
xxxi, 257a, The fylde was strowed full of caltroppis. 1582 
N, Licuerierp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. x\. 94 Great 
adders, which are very full of poison. 1613 Purcuas 
Pilgrimage (1614) 341 Which the People take with boords 
bored full of holes. 1621 Lapy M, Wroru Urania 229 As 
full of spite and ill nature asa Spider with poyson. 1737 
Bracken Farriery Inipr. (1757) U1. 147 Some Horses will 
be too full of flesh. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. 1. 436 His 
bedchamber is full of Protestant clergymen. 1878 SMILES 
Robert Dick vit. 76 The sky was full of fire. 

+ b. Formerly sometimes of a surface: Covered 


(with). Const. of Ods. 
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1863 W. Futke Aeteors (1640) 36 b, The lidde will be all 
full of small drops of water. 1579 Gosson Sch. Abuse (Arb.) 
54 We..turne him away with his backe full of stripes. 1583 
Hottyspanp Campo di Fior 133 Here be the dice. How full 
of dust they be. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 75 The 
rind of a pure ash colour, full of wrinkles. 

e. Innon-material sense: Abounding (in), abun- 
dantly characterized (by). Const. of, occas, +weth 
(in OE. with genzt. or cnstrumental). 

a1000 Cx#dmon’s Gen. 1292 (Gr.) He.. zeseah unrihte 
eordan fulle. c1z00 Ormin 1784 Crisstnedd ped..iss All 
full off halizdomess. cx12g0 Gen. § Ex. 110 Ouer Sat .. An 
oder heuene ful o blis. ¢ 1320 Sir Tvistv. 1917 A loghe bai 
founden made, Was ful of gamen and play. 1340 HampoLe 
Pr. Cousc. 551 Pus may a man his bygynnyng se Ful of 
wrechednes and of caytifté. 1397 Modlls of Parit, II. 
379/2 He that hathe ever bene ful of mercy and of grace to 
all his lyeges. 1513 DoucLas d/xeis u1. Prol. 13 Of uncouth 
dangeris this nixt Bak hail is full. 1569 TurBerv. 7vag. 
T. etc. (1587) 199, I found him full of amours euery where. 
1611 Bisre Acts xiii. 10 O full of all subtilty and all mis- 
chiefe. 1650 Trapp Come. Deut. vi. 12 Full with Gods 
benefits. 1682 Norris /zerocles 24 The fuller it is of labour 
& slavery. 1715 Lapy M. W. Montacu Le?¢. (1837) I. 12 
Your whole letter is full of mistakes. 1754 SHEBBEARE MMatri- 
mony (1766) I, 150 Mr. Sharply being retired, full with Self- 
applause of his deep Cunning. 1857 Lv. Houcuron in Lie 
(1891) II. xii. 18 M. Guizot is..full of political and literary 
gossip. 1878 Mortey Car/yle Crit. Misc., Ser. 1. 200 The 
Protestant cause remained full of vitality. 

d. A full man: (After Bacon) One whose mind 
is richly stored. 

1597-8 Bacon Ess., Studies (Arb.) 10 Reading maketh a 
full man. 1868 LoweLL Dryden Pr. Wks. 1890 III. 105 
For, like Johnson, Burke, and the full as distinguished from 
the learned men, he was always a random reader. : 

3. Engrossed with or absorbed in; fully occupied 
with the thought of (something). Now only with 
const. of. Formerly also with ¢hat or znfindtive. 

1607 FENTON in Lismore Papers Ser. 11. (1887) I. 116 We 
are now so full to prouide for the daungers which the tyme 
doth threaten on all sides, that [etc.]. 1633 Be. Hatt Hard 
Texts 403 Those that are most full, and most conscious of 
their owne infirmities. 1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 26, 
I could not go my self about it, being full of other business. 
1669 Pepys Diary 24 Jan., The king seemed mighty full 
that we should have money to do all that we desired. 1737 
Bracken Larriery Impr. (1757) Ul. 79 These Sort of Peézt 
Maitres are so full of themselves, that they reject all wise 
Counsel. 1765 Rep Let. in Wks. I. 43/1 Your friend.. 
was very full of you when he was here. 1853 Mrs, CartyLe 
Lett. Il. 238, L am full of business, owing to the sudden move- 
ments. 1866 AtcEer So/it. Nat. §& Man ut. 130 The lonely 
man, if full, is quite likely to be full of himself. 

4. Having eaten or drunk to repletion. (Cf. Fou.) 
Also fullof food, wine, etc. Nowarch. (and vulgar). 

c1000 Avs, Ps. lviiili]. 15 Gif hi fulle ne beod [hi] fela 
gnorniad. 1382 Wyctitr Acfs ii. 13 Thei ben ful of must. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 229 And he schal not, whanne 
he is ful, slepe anoon berupon. 1576 FLreminc Panopd. 
Lpist. 290 Full of wine, and intoxicated with Bacchus 
berries. 1583 Hottypanp Cawfo di Fior 43 Hast thou no 
liste to eat? Art thou full? 1611 Biste Prov. xxvii. 7 The 
full soule loatheth an honie combe. 1710 Swirr Fraud. to 
Stella 7 Dec., I.. have eaten cold pie.. and I am full. 
1737 Ramsay Scot. Prov. (1776) 33 He’s unco fou in his ain 
house that canna pike a bane in his neighbour’s. 1787 ‘G, 
GamBapo’ Acad. Horsencen (1809) 26 Horses full of grass 
are very subject to scourings. 1875 Dasenr Vikings III. 
176 So they ate and drank and drained the mead-horn once 
more, and, when they were all full, they made a raft. 

b. Having one’s needs or appetite satisfied ; 
having ‘had one’s fill’ of anything. Ods. exc. in 


the Hebraisms /z// of days, years, children. 

e1178 Lamb. Hont. 103 Heo [Auaricia] is helle iliche, 
fordon pet hi ha habbed unafillendliche gredinesse, pet hi 
nefre ne beod fulle. 1230 Hali Meid. 39 Upo hwas 
nebschaft pe engles’ ne beod neauer fulle to bihalden, 1382 
Wycuir Fob xlil. 17 He diede old, and ful of da3is. 1585 
T. Wasuincton tr. Nicholay’s Voy. Ded. P iij, An example 
of Jacob, an old man, and ful of yeres. 1611 BiBLE Ps, xvii. 
14 They are full of children. 1715 TickELt J/iad 1. 292 
Full of Days was He; Two Ages past, he liv’d the Third 
to see, 1852 THacxeray Ls7zond 1. ii, The first Viscount 
Castlewood died full of years. 

c. +Sated, weary of (00s.). 

colonial slang, full up (of ). 

1297 R. Giouc. (1724) 32 Heo [Regan] was al ful of hym 
[Lear] er be 3eres ende. cx33z20 R. Brunne Medit. 993 
3yf 3e be ful of my der sone. c1477 Caxton Fason 21 
Anone..ye shal be wery and full of her, 1555 W. WatRE- 
MAN fardle Facions App. 322 He maye waxe full of the 
lawe, and vtterly contempne it. 1603 Hottanp Plutarch’s 
Mor, 418 The Athenians being full of him, tooke pleasure to 
raise slanders and contumelious reproches of him [Themis- 
tocles], 16rx BisLE /sa. i. 11, I am full of the burnt offer- 
ings oframmes. 1625 Bacon Zss., Masques, The Alterations 
of Scenes. .feed and relieue the Eye, before it be full of the 
same Obiect. 1890 Borprewoop Miner's Right xxiii. 213 
She was ‘full up’ of the Oxley..a rowdy, disagreeable gold- 
field. 1891 E. Reeves Homeward Bound 33 'The men.. 
get tired, or as the colonial slang goes, ‘full up’, soonest. 

+ 5. Abounding in wealth; amply supplied with 
means; also in weaker sense, having sufficient for 


one’s needs. Ods. 

1585 T. WasuincTon tr. Wicholay’s Voy. u. iii. 74b, To 
have a new [emperor] ful; and ready to give. 1611 BIBLE 
Phil. iv. 18, I haue all, and abound, I am full. 168x W. 
Rosertson Phraseol. Gen. (1693) 651 He is a full man, om- 
niune rerum afiuentibus copits ditatur. 1683 SALMON Doron 
Med. 1. 118 Of the Poor and Needy no recompence can be 
expected, as of the Rich and Full. . a Ae 

6. Abundant, amply sufficient, copious, satisfying, 
satisfactory. Said both of material and immaterial 


things. 


Similarly in mod. 





FULL. 


c 1000 Ags. Gosp. Luke vi. 38 Syllad and eow byb zeseald 
God zemet and full. r1og2-1067 Charter of Eadweard in 
Cod, Dipl. VV. 211 Ic wille habban fullne dom of Sam menn. 
@ 1300 Cursor M. 9560 His witherwin him wroght ful wa. 
c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 37 Of pese mundificatyves pou 
schalt have a ful techinge in be laste tretis, 1576 FLEMING 
Panopl. Epist. 342 note, He had full experience and proofe 
of his qualities in freendship, 1630 X. Johnson's Kinga. § 
Commw. 53 Of diets..that of Germany is full, or rather 
fulsome. 1638 Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. (vol. IIL.) 9 Thus 
I doe but tast of that whereof you make full meales. 1655 
Staney Hist. Philos. 1. (1701) 31/2 They who want means 
Believe themselves of full estates possest. 1697 DryDEN 
Virg. Georg. i. 756 The falling Mast For greedy Swine 
provides a full Repast. 1707 FLover Physic. Pulse-Watch 
316, I want a full Experience in these low Pulses. 1732 
BerKeLey Adlcifhr. u. § 7 Suppose you saw a fruit of a 
new untried kind; would you recommend it to your own 
family to make a full meal of? 1884 Cuurcu Bacov ii. 29 
He turned his studies to full account. 

b. Of an account or report, hence of a writer, etc.: 


Complete or abundant in detail. 

1656 Drenuam Destr. Tvoy Pref., Where my expressions 
are not sofullas his. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr.t. ii. § 8 
They who were so famed for wisdom and antiquity, should 
be able to give a full and exact account of themselves 
through all the ages of the world. 1712 BrerKELrey Pass. 
Obed. Wks. 111. 139, 1 have endeavoured to be as full and 
clear as the usual length of these discourses would permit. 
1845 Graves Now. Law in Encycl. Metrop. 778/1 For the 
basis of his Greek text, Contius took, as the best and fullest, 
the edition of Scrimger. 1866 Lorp Biacksurn in Hurédstone 
& Coltman’s Rep. IV. 275 The case is reported .. by Lord 
Raymond, whose report is the fullest. 1871 FREEMAN /Y7s?. 
Ess, Ser. 1. iv. go We might have expected him [Roger] to 
be very full on that part of his history. 1882 PEsopy Exg. 
Fournalisnt xx. 152 You will find in its columns all the latest 
and fullest telegrams from every part of the world, 1884 
Sir E. E. Kay in Law Times Rep. 26 Apr. 257/2 The 
audience are quite at liberty to take the fullest notes they 
like for their own personal convenience. ; 

7. Complete, entire, perfect. (To be) 2x fai 
w7ll to: quite ready, eager Zo. Also full point, 
stop, for which see those words. 

O. E. Chron. an. 917 Pa land leode..gebrohton hie on 
fullum fleame. azooo Boeth. Metr. xxi. 8 Sece him eft 
hrade fulne friodom, c¢1205 Lay. 29047 We wulled mid pe 
uehten mid fullere strenden, 1340 Hamprote Pr. Cousc. 
2611-2 Pe bodys sal ., outher ban have ful ioy togyder, Or 
ful sorow. c1380 Wyciir Wks, (1880) 22 Pei were .. in 
fulwille to suffre..for pe love of ihesu Crist. 1399 Rodls of 
Parit. II, 424/1 Whiche States .. gafen hem full auctorite 
and power, 1417 2. £. Wills (1882) 28 ‘This testament is 
my volle & hole wille. 1551 Recorpe Pathw. Knowl. 11. 
xlli, Foure longsquares.,and one fullsquare. 1563 W. FULKE 
Meteors (1640) 17 Seen only in the morning and evening, 
when the light of the Sunne is not in his full force. 1576 
Fremine Panopl. Epist, 240 Taking a view of ourselves by 
this looking glasse to make full and just account. 1582 N. 
LicuEFlELp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. \xxvi. 156b, He 
gaue them for ful answere, that [etc.]. 1590 SHAKS. Cov, 
Err. v. i. 399 We shall make full satisfaction. 1622 SeARROW 
Bk. Com. Prayer (1661) 313 For our fuller perswation of this. 
1631 GouGE God’s Arrows IV. xiii. 391 In his time the Gos- 
pell shined out in her full brightnesse. 1638 Baker tr. Bad- 
zac’s Lett. (vol. I1].) 115 Whenacomely personage comes in 
place..you shall have all husht .. onely to take a full view. 
1682 C. B. SrapyLton Hervodian 11. 2x To make the matter 
full, there souldiers came Unknown unto Perennus. 1669 
Srurmy Mariner's Mag.1.20 That the Prize may receive 
our full Broadside. 1701 Swirr Contests Nobles & Com. Wks. 
1755 II. 1.33 Entering the scene in the time of a full peace. 
1717 tr. Hrezier's Voy, S. Sea 14 When it was full Day [we 
spy’d] a very high Land. 1732 BerKeLry A /cifhr. 1. § 5 We 
assured him, he wasat full liberty to speak his mind. 1822-34 
Good’s Study Med. (ed. 4) II. 132 Full vomiting .. has also 
been very advantageously employed. 1838 THirLWALL 
Greece III. xx. 131 They received each a full suit of 
armour, 1843 LeFevre £2/e Trav. Phys. 1.1. i. 10, I was 
introduced to him in full form. 1845 P. Parley’s Ann. VI. 
36 White batenbrier often in full flower. 1849 MacauLay 
Hist. Eng. 1. 439 When he declared himself a Roman 
Catholic, he was in full possession of his faculties. 1849 
CLARIDGE Cold Water-cure (1869) 211 Vhe rabbit is now in 
full health and vigour. 1874 GREEN Short Hist. iv. § 4. 192 
A seven years’ apprenticeship formed the necessary prelude 
to full membership of any trade-gild. 1875 Fortnum 
Majolica xii, 113 The Gubbio fabrique was in fall work 
previous to 1518. dae: 

b. Answering in every respect to a description ; 
possessed of all the qualifications, or entitled to all 
the privileges implied in a designation, 7d 
brother, sister : born of the same father and mother 
(opposed to HALF-BROTHER). /w// man: see quot. 
1867. : 

O. E. Chron, an. 1036 He wes peh full cyng ofer eall 
Engla land. 1508 Kennepie Filyting w. Dunbar 33 Bel- 
zebub thy full brothir will clame To be thyne air. 1570 
Bury Wills (Camden) 156 Agnes my wyfe I doo ordeine 
and make my full executrix. 1604 SHaks. O//, 11. i. 36 For 
I haue serv'd him, and the man commands Like a full 
soldier. 1606 — Ant. § CZ. 11. xiii. 87 One that but per- 
formes The bidding of the fullest man. 1634 Canne JVecess. 
Separ. (1849) 238 Their deacons are not to administer the 
sacraments, neither any of those which are full priests, but 
according toa popish liturgy. 1738 Swirr Corr. Wks. 1841 
II. 803 He proved the fullest rogue..in either kingdom. 
1760 R. Heper Horse Matches ix. 143 Chub is full brother 
in blood to Mirza. 1810 Naval Chron. XXIII. 94 The term 
‘full passenger’ is explained.. Every person above 16 years 
of age falls under that description. «@ 1825 Fair Annie xxxi. 
in Child Bad/ads in. Ixii. (1885) 73/2 ‘Then I’m your sister, 
Ann’, she says, ‘And I’m a full sister to thee’, 1867 
Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Full man, a rating in coasters 
for one receiving whole pay, as being competent to all his 
duties; able seaman. 1883 American VI. 125 Mr. Frank 
Holl has been elected a full Royal Academician. 1891 
D. Macrae G. Gilfillan 78 One full sister of Dr. Ander- 


FULL. 


son and three full brothers died in youth. 1894 DoyLe 
S. Holmes 148 A gallant veteran, who started as a full 


private. 
+e. Of a foe: Avowed, open. Of a friend: 
Obs. 


Thorough, trusty. (Cf. Enrrre 3 c.) 

972 Will of Alfied in Birch Cartul, Sax. 111. 603 pat he 
beo..min fulla freo[n]d & forespreca. c1275 Passion 174 
in O. E. Misc. 42 Per him cumeb iudas, Pat is my fulle i-vo. 
a1300 Cursor M. 14780 Pai him held pair ful fa. c1374 
Cuaucer Jroylus 1. 1059 Pandarus..desirous to serve His 
fulle freend, than seyde in this manere. 

8. Complete in number, quantity, magnitude or 
extent ; reaching the specified or usual limit. Of 
the moon: Having the disc completely illumi- 
nated: cf. FuLL Moon. Of the face, or front: 
Entirely visible to the spectator; advb. phr. (27) 
full face. Full pay (see quot. 1867). 

cx1o000 /ELFric Gen. |. 10 Dar hiz weron seofon dazas fulle. 
a1123 O. E. Chron, an. 1013 Bead pa Swegen full zild. 
Ibid, an. 1031 Whenne pet flod byp..ealra fullost. Jd7d. 
an. 1106 Weron gzesewen twezen monan .. begen fulle. 
¢1z05 Lay. 1632 Fulle seouen nihte heo somenede cnihtes. 
¢1315 SHOREHAM 45 So thes beth ordres folle sevene. ¢1350 
Will. Palerne 2745 At pe fulle flod bei ferden to sayle, 
c1410 Chron. Eng. 416 in Ritson II. 287 Ahte ant tuenti 
folle yer. 1463 Busy Wills (Camden) 16 Alle other that 
hath take the ful ordir of preesthod. ¢1477 Caxton Jason 

6 b, The whiche deyde assone as it was born for it had not 
nis full time. 1535 CoveRDALE 1 Chron. xxii. 22 For yé full 
money shalt thou geueit me. 1559 W. CunnincHam Cosimogr. 
Glasse 98 Whan as the mone unto the world..shining with 
face both full and round. 1610SuHaks. Zemzf. 1. ii. 250 Thou 
did promise To bate mea full yeere. 1613 Purcuas Pilgrine- 
age (1614) 4or And over ten thousands, which made a full 
regiment. did. 740 One of their ships. .happened to strike 
on a great Whale with her full stemme. 1648 GacE West 
Ind. xii. 43'To visit Mexico (which was not two full miles 
from us). 1655 StanLEy //ist. Philos. (1701) 38/2 He lived 
toa full Age, about Seventy Years, or (following the account 
of Suidas for his Birth) Eighty. 1671 Mitton P. RX. 1. 287, 
I knew the time Now full, that I no more should live 
obscure. 1700 S.L. tr. Hryke's Voy. E. Ind. 6 The full and 
regular pay begins only after they are passed the Tonnen. 
1701 Lond. Gaz. No. 3756/15 Irish Usquebagh..to be sold 
in full Quart Bottles, 1702 Appison Dial. Medals Wks. 1721 
I. 538 The head of a Roman Emperor drawn with a full face. 
1710 In full Front [see Front sd. 5b]. 1715 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 5351/3 He will be .. pleased to allow Full-Pay to such 
Half-Pay Officers. 1723 Sir R. BLackmore List. Conspiracy 
36 His Lieutenant Colonel, Major, and Captains, being 
named, and the Troops almost full. 1742 Lond. § Country 
Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 11 The Flour of the Grain will remain in 
its full Quantity. 31750 BEawes Lex Mercat. (1752) 250 
When the Sea is full, the Admiral hath Jurisdiction there. 
1753 Scots Mag. Feb. 100/r The moon was.. full. 1784 
Herscuex in Phil, Trans. LX XIV. 262 Measure .. of the 
polar diameter 21” 15/” full measure, that is, certainly not 
too small. 1805 T. Linptey Voy. Brasil(1808) 102 A concert 
of sacred music was performed by a full band, with vocal 
parts. 1817 W. Setwyn Law Nisi Prius (ed. 4) II. 1252 
‘The plaintiff shall have full costs. 1853 Kincstry Wyfatia 
xxix. 360 There Philammon waited a full half-hour. 1855 
Macautay ist. Eng. 111. 355 The muster was not a very 
full one. 1867 SmyruH Sailor's Word-bk., Full pay, the 
stipend allowed when on actual service. 1876 VoyLe J7Zz0it. 
Dict.153 Full Charges, in artillery, are the ordinary charges 
used with rifled projectiles. 1876 Humpureys Coin Coll. 
Max. vi. 54 The head of Apollo on the gold coin. .appears 
in full face. 1895 M. R. James Adbey St. Edmund at Bury 
51 At top is Christ ina mandorla seated full-face with a book. 

b. Of an assembly, council, etc.:; One from 
which none or few of the members are absent. 

1557 Order of Hospitalls Civ, Item That no Lease, 
alienation .. be .. done, of Lands or Tenements except at 
a Full Court. 1604 Suaks. O¢/, iv. i. 275 Is this the Noble 
Moore, whom our full Senate Call all in all sufficient? 
1834 WaLLAcE in Mackintosh ‘ist. Rev. p. viii, He.. kept 
the academic senate waiting for him in full conclave. 1849 
Macautay //ist. Eng. 11.78 James. .in full council declared 
it to be his pleasure that [etc.]. 

+ ¢. Of a point in the compass: Exact, due (east, 
etc). (Cf CG. 3'b. Obs; rare: 

1630 KX. Fohuson’s Kingd. §& Comniw. 77 The Island is 
situated almost full North. JZdzd. 122 On the full East doe 
the Alps divide it [France] from Italie. 

d. In various phraseological combinations: as 
full flood, sea, tide (dit. and fig.) indicating the 
greatest height of the water, or the time when it is 
highest. Also /wdl tide, used attrib. and as adv. 
Lull summer: the height of summer. Cf. B. 4 b. 

c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 5174 It was full se. Jbd. 
5178 And so it was full flode. 1574 Bourne Regiment for 
Sea 7b, The Moone dooth make a full Sea at that place. 
1576 FLeminc Panofpl. Epist. 395 Thinke you .. that your 
ebb is so lowe, that you are never like to have a ful tyde? 
1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche xiv. 83 Although the courteous 
Sun With free and ful-tide Raies about it flows. 1699 
Damrier Voy, II. 1. 16 Not so swift near full Sea as at 
other times. 1708 Mrs. Centiivre Busie Body u. ii, Such 
Swi-m-ing in the Brain..carries many a Guinea full-tide to 
the Doctor. 1845 G. Murray /slaford 78 Fortune’s full- 
tide flowing Shall bring him back tome. 1865 TRoLLoPE 

Belton Est.i. 5 It was full summer at Belton, 1867 SmytH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Full sea, high water. . 1875 W. McIt- 
wraitH Guide Wigtownshire 140 The surf breaking over 
the rock at full flood, 1887 Spectator 25 June 859/2 At this 
Jubilee-time, when the whole nation is in the full tide of 
rejoicing. 


9. Possessed of, delivered with, or exerting the 
utmost force. + W2th a full arm, eye, mouth, 
soul; with the utmost strength of (the arm, etc.). 

c12ago S. Eng. Leg. I. 86/93 Loude he gradde with folle 
Mouth. ¢1489 Caxton Sounes of Aymon xvii. 392 He.. 
toke hym wyth a full arme .. in lyke e in maner of 
wrastelyng. “1509 BarcLay Shyp of Folys (1570) 99 It neuer 


590 


loketh on man with eyes full But euer his heart by furious 
wrath is dull. @1533 Lp. Berners W207 Ixvii. 230 Whom 
so euer he strake a full stroke neded after no surgyon. 1583 
Hottysanp Campo di Fior 121 Was better fixed in the 
memorie .. if I did speake with a full voice. 1609 Biste 
(Douay) /sa. ix, 12 ‘Vhe Philisthims..shal devoure Israel 
with ful mouth. 16z0 SHaxs. Zep, ut. i. 44 For seuerall 
vertues Haue I lik’d seuerall women, neuer any With so 
full soule, but [etc.]. 1632 J. Havwarp tr. Biondi’s Evo- 
mena 28 Rush’t into the chamber .. and.. thrust at him 
a full stocada. 1634-5 Brereton Trav. (Chetham) 124 
Presently favouring us..with a full gale of wind. 1657 R. 
Licon Barbadoes (1673) 29 Bread .. has not here that full 
taste ithasin England. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 
38 If in a brisk Gale of a full Wind the Sails are all full and 
Round. 1700 S. L. tr. Hxyke’s Voy. E. Ind. 207 The Javians 
set up a full Huzza, 1783 J. C. Smyru in Med. Commun. 
I. 142 Pulse 68, full and strong. 1805 T. LinpLey Voy. 
Brasil (1808) 21 His pulse full and regular. : 
b. Of light: Intense. Of colour: Deep, intense. 
1657 R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 66 ‘These leaves being.. 
of a full green. 1664 Powrer £2. Philos. 1. 26 View her 
with a full light transmitted through a Burning-glass. 1791 
Hamitton Berthollet’s Dyeing 1.1.1.1. 19 The colour of the 
wool will be much more full and intense, 1842 TENNYSON 
Locksley Hall 17 \n the spring a fuller crimson comes upon 
the robin’s breast. 1869 PuHitiirs Vesuv. xi. 303 Under the 
application of heat, amounting to a full red in iron, 
ce. In various phraseological combinations: as 
Sull butt, cry, drive, gallop, jump, pack, pelt, pitch, 
retreat, sail, scent, speed, stretch, swing, tilt, etc.: 
for which see the words. 
10. Having a rounded outline; large, swelling, 


plump, protuberant. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. III. 268 Ealle eorplice lichaman beop 
fulran on weaxendum monan. 1577 B. Gooce Heresbach's 
Husb. 11. (1586) 115 The hoofe that is ful and fleshy, is not 
to be liked. 1627 Cart. Smitu Seaman’s Gram, xi. 54 The 
longer a ship is, the fuller should be her Bow. 1674 N. Cox 
Gentl. Recreat. u. (1677) 178 A round Head, somewhat full 
on the top, 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2320/1 This Sultan 
Soliman is of a long, lean and pale Visage, with a full 
black Eye. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. iii. 32 Full round Faces, 
small black Eyes..full Lips, and short Chins. ézd. vi. 131 
It is a high bluff, or full point of Land. 1698 FryER Acc. 
£. India & P.53 Where we took in fuller and larger Pepper 
than any yet. 1726 Adv. Capt. R. Boyle 125 The Women 
.. fine large full Eyes, round Faces, and every Feature exact. 
1803 AZed. Frnl. 1X. 36 In proportion as the patient was 
full, robust and vigorous. 1840 Miss Mirrorp in L’Estrange 
Life (2870) ILI. vii. 109 She is. .full enough to prevent the 
haggard look which comes upon women who grow thin at 
fifty. c1850 Rudin. Navig. (Weale) 152 Its use is to take 
out the snying edge occasioned by a full bow. 1894 J. E. 
Humpeurey in Pop. Sct. Monthly XLIV. 494 The fruit is cut 
as soon as it is ‘full’. 

b. Of portions of dress: Containing a superfluity 
of material which is arranged in gathers or folds. 

1789 Mrs. Prozzi Yourn. France I. 306 White silk petti- 
coat, exceedingly full and short. 1824 Miss Mirrorp 
Village Ser. 1. (1863) 213 An open gown..whose very full 
tail..would have formed an inconvenient little train. 1862 
Miss Yonce Stokesley Secret ii. 42 Alpaca frocks, rather 
long and not very full, 1891 Leeds Alercury 27 Apr. 4/7 
Velvet sleeves, full and high on the shoulders. 

11. aut. (with mixed notion of 1and 10), Of a 
sail: Filled. Of the ship: Having her sails filled 
with wind; and in phrase keep (her, i.e. the ship) 

full. Full and by: see BY adv. 1d. Full for 
stays : see quot. 

1627 [see By adv. 1d]. 1697 Occasional Conformity 10 
’Tis like a Ship with her Sails hal’d some back, and some 
full. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) Z ziij, You are all 
in the wind; keep her full! 1805 Apm. Stirtine in Vaval 
Chron. XV. 80 We.. had our main-top-sail full. 1838 Por 
A. G, Pym Wks. 1864 1V. 15 We .. kept full, and started 
boldly out to sea. 1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Full for 
Stays! The order to keep the sails full to preserve the 
velocity, assisting the action of the rudder in tacking ship. 
1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 148 When the fore sail is 
full, ‘Let draw’. 

12. Comb. a. with sbs. forming combinations 
used attrib. ; as fudl-cream, -draught, -dug, -hand, 
-page, -plate, -power, -top, -valiue, -way, -weight. 
1881 Chicago Times 16 Apr., Vhe *full-cream cheese 
manufactured in the states of Wisconsin and Illinois. 1856 
Kane Arct. Eafil, I1. iii. 46, 1 have manufactured a *full- 
draught pipe for our smoky stove. 1852 JZeanderings of 
Mem. 1. 79 Where *full-dug foragers at evening meet In 
Cow-bell concert. 1593 Nasue Christ’s T. 22 The.. pro- 
fuse sacrificatory expences of *ful-hand oblationers, 1889 
Spectator 14 Dec. 849 We may select for notice the *full- 
page illustrations of ‘Dundee’ and ‘Stirling’. 1884 F. J. 
Britten Watch §& Clocknz. 108 A *full plate watch has a top 
plate ..of a circular form. 1890 7%7es 18 Sept. 4/2 The 
Skipjack .. left Sheerness yesterday for the *full-power 
official trial of her machinery. 1723 Lond. Gaz. No. 6206/9 
He is. .pale fac’d, a *full-top Wig. 1896 Daily News 31 Mar. 
9/3 Any *full-value gold pieces in circulation will have to be 
called in, 1882 Wore. Exhib. Catal. iii. 49 Excelsior *full- 
way hot water valves. 1884 Knicur Dict. Afech. 1V, Full 
Way Valve, a pipe valve which lifts entirely out of the 
current. Also called aclear-way valve. 1866 Crump Banking 
x. 234 The Bank..would supply new and *full-weight coin. 

b. with pres. and pa. pples. forming combina- 
tions in which 2d? stands as a complement; as 
Sull-built, -charged,-crammed, -farced, -fed, -flower- 
ing, flowing, fraught, -freight, -freighted, -gorged, 
-made, -opening, -pulsing, -resounding, -stuffed, 
-swelling ; also full-feeding vbl. sb. 

1709 Lond. Gaz. No. 4510 The Hoy Burthen 9 or 10 Tun, 
very *full built forward. 1613 Suaxs. Hen. VITJ, 1. ii. 3, I 
stood i’ th’ Jeuell Of a *full-charg’d confederacie. 1827 
Kesre Chr, Y, ist Sund. in Lent, Thy full-charg’d vial 
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standing by. 1613 WiTHER Sa/i7, Ess. u. ii. P ja, Emptying 
their *full cram’d bags. 1879 Huxtey Hmei.56 Unknown 
to this full-crammed and much-examined generation. 1578 
Timme Cadluine on Gen. 189 The place. .so *full-farssed and 
stuffed up. 1593 Suaxs. Lucr. 594 The *full-fed hound or 
gorged hawk, Make slow pursuit. 1887 Spectator 5 Mar. 
320/r We. .have a notion that full-fed authors do bad work. 
1382 Wyc.ir Gen. xli. 20 Other seuen oxen .. the whiche 
..no merke of *fulfedyng Zouun. 1577 St. Aug. Manual 
(Longm.) 12 The place of fulfeedyng by the plentifull ran- 
ning streames. 1821 Keats Lamia 1. 44 The taller grasses 
and *full-flowering weed. 1605 SHaxs. Leary v. iil. 74 Lady 
I am not well, else I should answere From a *full flowing 
stomack, 1832 TENNYSON Cénone 67 While I look’d And 
listen’d..the fullflowing river of speech Came down upon 
my heart. ¢1606 FLetcHer Woman Hater. ii, His tables 
are *full fraught with most nourishing food. 1694 EcHArp 
Plautus 103 Vl teach her how t’ act..and send her *full- 
fraight with my Tricks. 1740 SomERVILLE /obdinol ul. 356 
A full-freight Ship, Blest in arich Return of Pearl, or Gold. 
az71x Ken Hymnotheo Poet. Wks, 1721 III. 319 His *full- 
freighted Thought, Back on his Tongue, Hymn and Heroick 
brought. 1896 SHaxs. Tam. Shr. iv. i. 194 She [my 
Faulcon] must not be *full gorg’d, For then she neuer lookes 
ypon her lure. 178r Cowper Hofe 509 The full-gorged 
savage. 1790 Pol. Misc. 58 With *full-made sleeves and 
pendant lace. 1730-46 THomson Awtimun 421 The pack 
*full-opening various. 1878 Mortry Carlyle 189 No feeling 
for broad force and *full-pulsing vitality. 173 Pore Hor. 
Epist. u. i. 268 Dryden taught to join the *full-resounding 
line. 1613 Drayton Poly-olb. xiv. 118 When twixt their burly 
Stacks and *full-stuft Barnes they stand. 1748 THomson Cast. 
Zndol.1. 297 Each spacious room was one *full-swelling bed. 

¢. parasynthetic, as _fud/l-bagged, -banked, -bellied, 
-bloomed, -blossomed, -bosomed, -bowed, -brained, 
-busted, -buttocked, -cheeked, -chested, -clustered, 
-cared, feathered, -~flanked, -fleshed, -flocked, -foli- 
aged, -formed, -fortuned, -fronted, -fruited, > -gas- 
hined, -hatred, -handed, -happinessed, -hatunched, 
-headed, -hipped, -jointed, -leaved, -licensed, -limbed, 
-measured, -minded, -natured, -necked, -paunched, 
-personed, -~powered, -proportioned, -rayed, -rigged, 
-roed, -sailed (lit. and fig.), -showldered, -stzed, 
-skirted, -souled, +-speeched, -sphered, -statured 
(lit. and fig.), -stomached, -streamed, -throated, 
-timed, -toned, -tushed, -uddered, -voiced, -weighted, 
-whiskered, -winged, -witted, -wombed. 

1613 Drayton Poly-olb, xiv. 227 The *full-bagd Cow. 1630 
J. Taytor (Water P.) Wks. 15 No full bag’d man would 
euer durst haue entered. 1622 Drayton Podly-olb. xxviii. 
205 Many a*full-bankt Flood. 1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1638/8 
Stolen. .a dark Brown Nag. .pretty *full-bellied, and reason- 
able fat. 1646 Crasuaw Szeps to Temple 21 Lo! a mouth, 
whose *full-bloom’d lips At two deare a rate are roses. 1840 
Loner. Sf. Stud. 1. ili, The *full-blossomed trees filled all 
the air with fragrance. 1603 Drayton To Matestie K. Fames 
A iv, The fruitfull and *ful-bosom’d Spring. 1883 Harper's 
Mag. Aug. 376/2 The *full-bowed schooners lean over on 
the beach at low tide. 1596 Firz-Gerrray Sir /. Drake 
(1881) 26 Whose *ful-braind temples deck’t with laurell 
crowne. 1864 Trennyson £x. Ard. 539 Her *full-busted 
figure head Stared o’er the ripple feathering from her bows. 
1672 Lond. Gaz. No. 657/4 A Bay Mare.. with .. a black 
List down the Buttock, and *full Buttockt. 1686 /é¢d. 
No. 2145/4 Elizabeth Tildel..short and black, *full-cheek’d. 
az71r Ken Preparatives Poet. Wks. 1721 IV. 92 It chanc’d, 
just as the full-cheek’d Moon Reach’d her nocturnal Noon. 
1681 Lond. Gaz. No. 1620/4 A black brown Gelding. .short 
Neck, *full Chested. 1645 QuartEs Sol, Recant. vii. 19 
*Full clusterd Vineyards. 1635 — Z7dlems 1. ii, Epig. 2 
A *full-ear’d Crop, and thriving. 1845 Mrs. Norton Child 
of Islands (1846) 107 Whose mass of full-eared sheaves the 
reapers bind. 1806 Surr Winter in Lond. (ed. 3) II. 254 
Barton is a *full-feathered pigeon. 1612 Drayton Poly-old. 
ut. 298 Many a plump-thigh’d moor & *ful-flank’d marsh. 
1832 MorHEerwELt Poet. Wks. (1847) 48 In *full-fleshed pride, 
Bright roses burst in June. 1622 Drayton Poly-olb. xxvi. 38 
The large, and goodly *full-flockd Ozdds. 1807-8 W. IrviNG 
Salmag. (1824) 187 The whispers of the *full-foliaged 
grove fall on the ear of contemplation. 1727-46 THomson 
Summer 823 The *full-formed maids of Afric. 1606 Suaks, 
Ant. & Cl. Iv. xv. 24 Th’ Imperious shew Of the *full- 
Fortun’d Cesar. 1895 Daily News 20 Mar. 7/r A *full- 
fronted coat. 1853 Hickietr. Avistoph. (1872) 11. 543 Shaking 
the *full-fruited chaplet about your head. 1682 Lond, Gaz. 
No. 1768/4 A white grey Roan Gelding..well Crested.. 
*full gascoign’d. 1689 /éid. No. 2513/4 A grey Mare..only 
gallops and trots, and a *full haired bob Tail. 1643 
[Ancier] Lanc. Vall. Achor 35 Mercies. .have been granted 
..-With *full-handed favours. 1815 Lams Le?¢. (1888) I. 294 
My *full-happiness’d friend is picking his crackers, 1685 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2019/8 Stolen ..a brown bay Nag..*full 
Haunched, and small Bodied. 1816 KeatincE 7vav. (1817) 
I. 152 *Full-headed trees..have been left at judicious in- 
tervals. 1882 O’Donovan Merv Oasis 1.343 The..slovenly- + 
looking *full-hipped tunic. 1688 Lond. Gaz. No. 2355/4 A 
dapple grey..*full jointed in both his hinder Legs. _ 1630 
Drayton AZuses Elysiune 199 With *full leav'd lilies I will 
stick Thy braided hair. 1883 Goole Weekly Times 14 Sept. 
5/3 To be let, the ‘ Royal Oak Inn’. .a *full-licensed House, 
1859 TENNYSON Guinevere 43 Those whom God had made 
*full-limb’d and tall. @1g711 Ken Hymnarium Poet. Wks. 
1721 II. 114 God oft makes Thunder, Lightning, Storm, 
Hail, Snows, Pour on full-measur’d Sin, *full-measur’d 
Woes. 1627-77 Fertuam Resolves 1. xxxiv. 58 To be poor, 
is to be inde a pavement for the tread of the *full-minded 
man, 1823 Lams Zilia Ser. 11. Child Angel, Those *full- 
natured angels tended it by turns. 1670 Narporoucu Jrvé, 
in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1694) 59 They are *full-necked, 
and headed and beaked like aCrow. 1607 TorsELt Hour. 
Beasts (1658) 332 To be ministered .. when the horse is not 
altogether *full panched, but ratherempty. 1873 Howetts 
Chance Acquaint. i, 14 The *full-personed good-humored 
looking gentleman. 1742 Younc Wi. 7A. u. 317 To-day is 
yesterday return’d..*Full-pow’r'd. 1631 WrEver Anc, Fun. 
Mon. 762 Two *full proportioned figures in brasse. 1879 
Gero. Exior Coll. Breakf, P. 762 *Full-rayed sensibilities 
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which blend Truth and desire. 1830 N.S. WuEaton ¥rni. 
342 A *full-rigged [French] bagage waggon is a curious 
spectacle. 1884 E. INcErsoit in Harper's Mag. May 869/2 
Full-rigged foreign ships. 1895 Daily News 26 Jan. 5/5 
The *full-roed Norway herrings. 1594 Nasue Un/fort. Trav. 
A3 Mercenarie attendants on his *ful-sayld fortune. 1622 
Drayton Poly-olb. x1x. 178 Arthur's full-sail’d Fleet. 1629 
MassInceER /2cture U1. ii, Such is my full-sailed confidence in 
her virtue. 1808 J. Bartow Columzb. 1. 623 The fullsail’d ship 
..Dash’d into fragments by the floating rock. 1838 Dickens 
O. Twist xxxix, A *full-sized wine-bottle carefully corked. 
1689 Lond. Gaz. No. 2416/4 A “full skirted Leather Saddle. 
1882 OciLviE, *#72//-souled, magnanimous; of noble dis- 
position. 1692 Lond. Gaz. No. 2809/4 ‘Timothy Phillips .. 
*full speech'd, in a light grey..Suit..went away..with a.. 
Sum of Money. 1833 Tennyson Poems 84 *Fullsphered 
contemplation. 1691 Lozd. Gaz. No. 2631/4 A Black named 
Johanna ..*full Statured. 1844 Mrs. Browninc Lady 
Geraldine's Courtshif \xvii, And my soul .. sprang, full- 
statured inan hour. 1593 NAsHE Christ's T. 63 Grosse *full- 
stomacht tautology. 1611 TourNeur Ath, Trag. 11.1. Wks. 
1878 I. 4o The full-stomack’d Sea. 1593 NasHE Christ's T. 
38 b, Hearing riche London was the *full-streamed wel-head. 
1806 J. GRAHAME Birds Scot. 72 And joins, with opened 
banks, the full-streamed Clyde. 1820 Keats Ode to Nightin- 
gale 10 Thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees. .Singest of 
summer in *full-throated ease. 1889 Daily News 5 June 
6/7 Just preceding or at the time of her death she had been 
delivered of a *full-timed child. 1827 Kester Chr. ¥. SS. 
Simon and Jude, Mild As evening blackbird’s *full-ton’d lay. 
1611 Corcr., Miré ...long-tusked, *full-tushed, as a full- 
growne Boare. 1727-46 ‘THOMSON Szs2imer 222 The *full- 
uddered mother lows around The cheerful cottage. 1632 
Mitton Penseroso 162 There let the pealing organ blow, 
To the *full-voiced quire below. 1888 Daily News 5 Oct. 5/2 
The Bank of Germany does not refuse *full-weighted gold 
to those who can demand it. 1838 Dickens Nich. Nick. 
xvil, Such a *full-whiskered dashing young man, 1611 
Suaxs. Cymzb. 11, iii. 2x The *full-wing’d Eagle. c1630 
Drummonp or Hawtn. Poems Wks. (1711) 41/1 Full-winged 
argoses. 1884 American VIII. 251 Any *full-witted 
American. 1630 Drayton Noah's Flood 34 The *full-womb’d 
Women very hardly went Out their nine months. 

d. Special comb.: full-back (Fvotball), position 
in the field behind the other ‘ backs’; a player in 
this position ; also a¢trzd.; + full-belly, one who 
has or makes a point of having his belly full; full- 
bodied a@., having a full body (esp. of wine: see 
Bopy 25) ; also 7g. ; full-breasted a., having a full 


breast ; also ¢ransf.; full-brimmed a., full to the 


brim, overflowing; full-centre arch [Fr. arc 2. 


plein-cintre| (see quot.); +full-charge, v., to 
charge to the full (cf. fzl/-charged in 12b); full- 
eircle adv., with the form of a full circle or disc ; 
full-eyed, +(a) perfectly visible ; seen in the front; 
(0) having full eyes; full-flavoured a., having a 
full or strong flavour (said esp. of cigars); also /ig.; 
full-front v., to present a full front to; +full- 
mouth, one whose mouth is full (of words), a 
chatterer; also a¢t7z7d. = FULL-MOUTHED; full- 
orbed a. foet. (of the moon), having its disc com- 
pletely illuminated; also fig.; (hence fwdl-orbed- 
ness); >} full-trussed a. (of a horse), having full 
hind-quarters. 

1887 SHEARMAN Athletics § Football 324 Last but not 
least comes the *full back .. ‘Two things only are required 
of him, that he should be an admirable and accurate drop, 
and a safe and strong tackler, 1893 A. H. Harrison in 
Assoc, Football Handbk. 18 Let the full-backs keep close to 
their halves. 1896 Dazly News 29 Oct. 9/4 A splendid little 
bit of full-back work. 1637 R. Humpurey tr. St, Ambrose 
1. 30 Lazy lubbers, and *full bellyes, drowned in worldly 
delights. 1686 Lond. Gaz. No. 2162/4 He is about 2r 
years of age.. broad-shoulder'd, “full-bodied. 1688 R: 
HoimeE Armoury u. 336/2 A Bleke .. is a full bodied little 
Fish..with red eyes, 1710 J. Clarke Rohault’s Nat. Phil. 
(2729) 177, I put in a Quart of full-bodied Red Wine. 1835 
Wits Perxcillings I, ix. 60 It is a ripe, rich, full-bodied 
liquor. 1890 Standard 10 Mar.,'Yo the full-bodied humour, 
of..Hogarth, 1611 Sprep Theat, Gt. Brit. (1614) 125/1 A 
provident and *full-breasted mother. 1657 R. Licon Bar- 
badoes (1673) 51 The men, they are..full breasted, well 
filletted. 1677 YarRANTON Zxg. Improv. 120 Our Wheat 
is large, full-brested, and thin-rined. 1622 Drayton Poly-oZb. 
xxix. 110 Two faire and *full-brim’d Floods. a@1845 Hoop 
To Mrs. Fry xiii, I like the pity in your full-brimmed 
eye. 1874 Knicur Dict. Mech., *ludl-centre Arch, a semi- 
circular arch or vault. One describing the full amount 
of 180°, 1766 Spry Locked Faw in Phil. Trans. LVII. 89, 
I now.. several times *full-charged her with the electric 
matter. 1879 Browninc Pheidippides 39 The moon, half- 
orbed, is unable to take *Full-circle her state in the sky! 
1633 G. Hersert 7vmfle, Glance iii, What wonders shall 
we feel when we shall see Thy *full-ey’d love. 1688 Lond. 
Gaz. No. 2318/4 One of the persons a little Man, full eyed, 
in a cinnamon colour’d Coat. 1891 Duncan Amer. Girl in 
Lond. 231 A very frank and *full-flavoured criticism. 1855 
BrowninG Saz/, Perfection, no more and no less, In the 
kind I imagined, *full-fronts me. 1589 GREENE JZenaphon 
(Arb.) 54 Some propheticall *full mouth. 1646 CrasHaw 
Music's Duel 156 A full-mouth Diapason swallowes all. 
1667 Mitton P. L. v. 42 Now reigns *Full-orbed the moon, 
1851 Mayne Rew Scalp Hunt. xxxiy. 260 The moon, full- 
orbed, is sweeping up towards the zenith. 1871 R. B. 
VauGuan Life Thomas Aquinas 11.644 The steady full-orbed 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 1895 Unzted Presbyt. Mag. 259 
We confess to the impression that he lacks somewhat of 
fullorbedness. 1683 Lond. Gaz. No. 1846/4 A *full trust 
Nag, a good Trot, short Rack. 

B. quasi-sd. and sd. 

1, The adj. used adso/., passing into sb. In various 
adverbial phrases. 

a. At (the) full: +(@) In various uses, now 


chiefly expressed by the other phrases below; Fully, 
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completely ; at full length; to the full extent (obs.). 
(6) At the position or moment of fullness; in the 


state of fullness (cf. 4c). 

¢1340 Cursor M. 4008 (Trin.) But who so god helpe wol 
May sauely go at pe fol. ¢ 1380 Wyciir Church §& Members 
Sel. Wks. I11. 347 Lord! where he were not charged at the 
fulle as apostlis weren. 1398 TREvisa Barth. De P. R. xv. 
exxvii. (1495) 536 A penne maye not wryte at full the 
praysynge of this kyngdom. 1413 P2lg7. Sowle (Caxton 
1483) Iv. xxxii. 81 They ben wel ioynted and myghtely boned 
so that they ben strong at the fulle. 1563 Howeddies 11. A gst. 
Gluttony (1859) 299 ‘They that use to drinke deeply and to 
feed at full. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Eromena 171 
Satisfying..the rest of his demands at full. 1662 GerBIER 
Princ. 35 Eight Foote in length, being at full the space 
which the Horse doth possess when..he lyeth stretcht on 
his Litter. 1667 Mitton P. Z.1. 64x His regal state Put 
forth at full. 1705 HEARNE Collect. 22 Nov., Giving his 
Reasons at full. 1742 Younc Wt. 7h. v. 878 He drops his 
mask; Frowns out at full. 1790 Burke #7. Rev, 66 The 
power of the house of commons..is..great; and long may it 
be able to preserve its greatness. .at the full. 1874 MickLr- 
THWAITE Mod, Par. Churches 186 Having certain jets turned 
on at full. 

b. In (the) full: (@) with reference to a 
statement, etc.; At full length, in extenso; (4) Of 
payments, receipts, etc.: To the full amount. /7 
Jull of: in full discharge or satisfaction of. +A leg 
in the full; one that is plump and well rounded. 

1552 J. Carus Sweating Sickness 4 A woorke of Erasmus 
.-I dyd geue..not in the ful as the authore made it, but 
abbreuiate, 1602 Marston And. & JZe/. 11. Wks. 1856 I. 36, 
Ihave a good head of haire. .a legge, faith, in the full. 1679-88 
Secr. Serv. Money Chas. & Fas. (Camden) 35, 37'! 5§ 94, in 
full of a former bill for that service. 1704 J. Pirrs Acc. Ma- 
hometans 23 The Cause..may be for not paying in full to two 
or three Shillings. 1741 RicHarpson Pamela II. 368 To 
assign her Five Hundred Pounds, in full of all her Demands 
upon her Family. 1754-62 Hume Hist. Eng. (1806) IV. liv. 
177 Eight hundred and fifty pounds a day, in full of their 
subsistence. 178x Cowrer Convers. 201 A satisfactory receipt 
in full. 1879 Law Rep. 14 Q. Bench Div. 814 A sufficient 
sum to pay the trade-creditors of my aforesaid sons in full. 
1885 Manch, Exam. Nov, 3/2 Reproducing in full instead 
of simply summarising the..documentary material, 


ce. To the full (also + Zo full): to the utmost 
extent, completely, fully, quite. Also + to satiety. 
1393 Lana. P. PZ, C. xxi. 413 May no..presiouse drynkes 
Moyst me to pe fulle. c1430 Hreemasonry 682 The angele 
Gabryelle, Wol kepe hem to the ful welle. 1577 St. Aug. 
Manual (Longm.) 114 Although I cannot do it to the full in 
this lyfe: yet let me profite from day to day untill it may 
come to the full. 16xx Binte rod. xvi. 3 When we did eate 
bread to the full. 1628 GauLe Pract. Theorists Paneg. 60 
Done, Done to full, whatsoe’re he came to doe. 1648 GAGE 
West Ind, xxi. 190 We thought our money had satisfied them 
..to the full. xrzor Penn in Pa. Hist. Soc. Mem. 1X. 53, 
I must expect my right to the full. 1798 G. WASHINGTON Le/z, 
Writ. 1893 XIV. 73 To keep them out of it; or which is to 
the full as likely, to direct them into another course. 1885 
L' pool Daily Post x June 5/4 The University match promises 
to illustrate to the full the delightful uncertainty of cricket. 


2. =Fiun sb... 1, Now rare. 

1377 Lanct. P. PZ. B. vi. 266 Arise vp ar appetit haue eten 
his fulle. 1607 TorseLy Four-f. Beasts (1658) 187 If they eat 
Walnuts (and not to their full) unripe. 1648 GacEe West 
Ind. xiii. 76 Here is now enough, drink thy full of it. 1862 
Merivace Rom. Emp. (1871) V. xliv. 281 These flies, he 
said, have nearly sucked their full, 1874 Dasent Tales fr. 
Fyeld 152'Tom Toper had eaten his full. /ézd, 178 They 
had all stared their full. 

+b. The quantity that fills (areceptacle). Ods. 
[app. evolved from -FUL 2.] 

1799 Spirit Publ. ¥ruls. (1800) III. 7 The full of his hat is 

the standard of his corn measures. 


3. Complete scope, entire range; entire amount 
or sum total; completeness, fullness, + In adverbial 
phrase, 4// the full: in all its fullness or complete- 


ness (obs.). Now rare. 

€1330 Arth. § Merl. 8433 What pou se al pe fulle, Wiche 
socour don we schulle. c1400 Destr. Troy 13855 When the 
freike had the fulle of xvtene yeres. 1523 Lp. BERNERS 
Frroiss. (1812) I. 689 They shulde playnly shewe the full of 
his entencyon and mynde. 1892 Daniet Delia Poems (1717) 
40g Her tender Bud doth undisclose That Full of Beauty, 
‘Time bestows upon her. 1670 Corton Lsfernon 1. 11. 49 The 
Lords of Guise had the full of their own demands. 1720 
De For Caft. Singleton x. (1840) 172, I should not be able 
to recollect the full..of the great variety. 1734 SNELGRAVE 
Guinea §& Slave Trade 55 Afterwards we experienced the 
full of what he told us. 1843 J. H. Newman A Zologia (1864) 
358 With my opinions, to the full of which I dare not confess. 
1890 W. C. Russeit Ocean Trag. U1. xix. 134 Sleeping as he 
did, right in the ‘eyes’, he got the very full of the motion. 

4, The period, point, or state of the greatest full- 
ness or strength. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. vu. |xix. (1495) 287 One 
manere medicyne nedyth in the begynnynge of the euyll, 
and a nother in the fulle, and a nother in passynge therof, 
c1400 Destr. Troy 12560 [The] stones at the full of the flode 
[were] flet all aboue. x6xx Sprep //7st. Gt. Brit. vu. xxxi. 
317 Empires. .haue their risings, their fuls, and their fals. 
1613 Purcnas Pilerimage (1614) 399 Their [the Romanes’] 
Empire was growing to the full. cx16zx S. Warp Life of 
Fatth (1627) 97 Whiles he was. .in the full of his prosperity, 

b. Of a month or season: The height, the middle. 

1658 Evetyn /. Gard. (1675) 143 The perfect season to sow 
Melon-seeds, is in the full of february. 1855 BRowNinG 
Another Way of Love i, June was not over Though past 
the full. 1858 Morey Corr, (1889). 1. 327 The highest 
circles of London in the full of the season, 


c. The full of the moon (also ellipt. the full and 
in phr. a¢ fud/): the period or state of complete 
illumination of the moon’s disc. 








_bigon to be Is foure pousonde six hundride fol. 





FULL. 


¢1386 Cuaucer Frankl. T. 341 Thanne shal she [the moon] 
been euene atte fulle alway. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 
v. lviii. (1495) 174 Beestes and trees haue passynge plente of 
humours and of marowe in the fulle of the mone. 1559 W. 
CunninGuam Cosmogr. Glasse 149 Before the Full, and after 
the change, she shineth presently, the sonne being set. 1598 
Yone Diana 309 The fuls and wanes of the Moone. a 1652 
Brome Queene’s Exch. u. i. Wks. 1873 III. 473 Bright 
Cynthia in her full of Lustre. 1664 Butter Had. 1. iii. 
262 He made an Instrument to know If the Moon shine at 
full or no. 1686 PLor Staffordsh. 431 The Paschal Moone, 
whose Full fell..next after the Vernal Equinox. 1720 Dr 
For Capt. Singleton vii. (1840) 123 The moon was near the 
full. 1794 Trans. Soc. Arts XII. 245 Every full and change 
of the moon, 1818 M.G. Lewis Fral. W. Ind. (1834) 28 
She is to be at her full to-morrow. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge i, The moon is past the full, and she rises at nine. 
Jig. 1890 NasuE Pasguil’s A pol. 1. C, Heere his wit is at 
the fullest, and presentlie it beginneth to wane againe. 

5. The full grasp (of the hand), 

1833 Reeul. Instr. Cavalry 1. 59 The bridoon rein .. to be 
held in the full of the bridlehand. 

6. Crown fulls: Herrings of the best brand (see 


quot. 1864 in A. I. e). 
1892 Berwick Advertiser 16 Sept. 3/6 Not a single barrel 
of crown fulls has been branded this summer. 
+7. A set (of kettles). Ods. (? Another word.) 
1466 Mann. & Househ. Exp. 206 My mastyr paid. .for iij. 
kettelles calde a ffulle, iij.s. vj.d. 1502 ARNOLDE Chvon. (1811) 
237 Fullis off ketellis redy bownde, the full, at iij.s’. iiij. d’. 
1528 Sir R. Weston in Dillon Ca/azs § Pale (1892) 91 Item, 
of every fulle [A77zfed fulte] of kettles j4. 1660-1 Newcastle 
Merch, Advent. (Surtees) 202 Railph Fell..petitioned for a 
full of battery seized on. 
C. adv. 
1. Simply intensive: Very, exceedingly. 
a. with adjs. of quality. Now only Zoet. 
c888 K. AELrreD Boeth, xi. § 1 Maneze beop peah zzber 
Ze full azbele ze full welize and beob peah full unrote. c 1000 
Ags. Ps. (Th.) Ixxxviiili]. 3 [4] Ic .. seworhte ful sefte seld, 
pet hi szeton on. a1200 Moral Ode 75 in Trin. Coll. Home. 
222 Heuene and erde he ouersihd his eien bed ful brihte. 
€1300 Cursor M, 21061 (Edin.) Ful elde [quen pat] he seich 
his endedai him nei3and neich. c1380 Wycur Wks, (1880) 
og Zee, ful deer breberen. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 110 
be boonys in oon partie ben ful hard. c1420 Six Amadace 
(Camd.) xxvii, Sir Amadace toke leue atte alle, Un-semand 
with fulle glad chere. 1450-1530 J/yrr. our Ladye 7 Praye 
for oure right poure and full wretched soulle. 1461 Paston 
Lett, No. 416 II. 5: Tomy full worshipfull..maister. 1482 
Inv. of W. Pelle (Somerset Ho.) The Full Reverend Fadur 
in God John Archepysshop of Canterbury. @ 1550 Chrisi7s 
Kirke Gr. 1. iii, Fou 3ellow 3ellow wes hir heid. 1590 
SpENsER /, Q. 1. viii. 17 Came hurtling in full fierce. 1613 
Suaxs, Hex. VIII, i. i. 133 Anger is like A full hot Horse. 
1640 J. Dyke Worthy Commun. 56 Full faine wilt thou be 
to have Christ Jesus to receive thy soule. 1741 RICHARDSON 
Pamelal. 70 And I suppose too, she'll say, I have been full 
pert. 1869 JEAN INGELow Lily & Lute 11. 104 O, full sweet, 
and O, full high, Ran that music up the sky. 
b. with adjs. of quantity or indefinite numerals. 


Now only arch. in fall many. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 17288 + 39 Ful litel while it was bat he in 
ioy wald bee. 13.. 4. 2. Addit. P. C. 18 For pay schal 
comfort encroche in kybes ful mony. ¢1330 R. BruNNE 
Chron. (x810) 40 Fulle fo [A7izted so] frendes he had. c 1400 
Mavunpbev. (1839) xviii. 198 In that Lond is full mochelle 
waste. c1450 A/trour Saluacioun 1278 [She] lete falle fulle 
many a tere. 1477 Norton Ord. Alch, Proem in Ashm. (1652) 
to Full few Clerks. 1557 Nortu Gueuara’s Diall Pr. x ija, 
Gen. Prol., Qivb, Ful few are the pleasures which Princes 
enioy. 1750 Gray Zlegy xiv, Full many a gem of purest ray 
serene, 1820 Keats S¢. A gzes v, Old dames full many times 
declare. 1853 KincsLey Hyatia xiy. 168 Philammon would 
have gone hungry to his couch full many a night. 

ec. with advbs. Now arch., chiefly in ful? well. 
c888 K. AitrreD Boeth. xxxviii. § 5 Pa men be habbab 
unhale eagan, ne mazon ful eabe locian ongean pba sunnan. 
ax000 Byrhtnoth 311 (Gr.) He ful baldlice beornas lerde. 
c11753 Lamb. Hom. 29 Pa iuguleres and pa over sottes alle 
heo habbed an pone fulneh. a1225 Ancr. R. 90 ‘Vbi amor, 
ibi oculus’; wite pu fulewel. a 1300 Cursor MM. 1800 (Gott.) 
Allas! fule late bai paim began. c1300 Harrow. Hell 100 
Jesu, wel y knowe the! That ful sore reweth me. 1382 
Wycur x Macc. vi. 62 The kyng..brake fulsoone the ooth 
that he swore. cx14s0 Merlin 25 Full euell haue ye sped 
that-thus haue slayn youre kynge. ¢1489 Caxton Somes 
of Aymon i. 35 He thenne kyssed his childe alle bloody full 
often. 1529 Fritu Wes. (1573) 98 Christ full lowly and 
meekely washed his disciples feete. 1600 Hottanp Livy 
VII. Xxxvili. (x609) 310 Let them buy it full deerly. 1635 J. 
Haywarp tr. Biondi’s Banish’d Virg. 206 Full litle slept the 
Duke that night. 1667 Mitton P. Z. 1. 536 The imperial 
ensign .. full high advanced, Shone like a meteor. a@1711 
Ken Christophil Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 523 Full well I know 
my Jesus present there. 1782 Cowrer Gz/piz 79 Full slowly 
pacing o’er the stones. 1818 Worpsw. Had this effulgence 
iv, Full early lost, and fruitlessly deplored. 1875 Hetps 
Ess., Transact. Business 73 Those who can seem to forget 
what they know full well. é 

2. Completely, entirely, fully, quite. 

a. with adjs., es. numerals. Also 2! due 


(see quots. 1867 and 1895). 

a 1000 Boeth. Metr. xxvi. 33 Aulixes..seet longe pas tyn 
winter full. c1340 Cursor AL. 9227 (Trin.) Sip bis world 
¢ 1374 
Cuaucer 7voylus 1. 378 Thus argumentyd he, in his bygyn- 
nyng, Ful unavysed of his wo cominge. 1552 Bk. Com. 
Prayer, Ordination, Full .xxiiii. yeres olde. 1577 B. Gooce 
Heresbach’s Hush. 1. (1586) 27 It waxeth greater, and..is 
within fourtie dayes after ful ripe. 1610 SHaxs. Temzp. 1. 
ii. 396 Full fadom fiue thy Father lies. 1653 Sir E. Nicno- 
LAs in NV. Papers (Camden) II. 6 Being now not full 13 
years of age. c1710 C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 11 We were 
full an hour passing that hill. 1812 Examiner 5 Oct. 634/1 
New Beans are full 6s. per quarter lower :_ but old ones fully 
support their price, 1825 Cospetr Ruy. Rides 245 A hill of 
fulla mile high. 1863 KincsLey Water Bad. 9 He weighed 


FULL. 


1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., Full due, 
for good; for ever; complete; belay. 1871 PALGrave 
Lyr. Poems 35 She..Blushed like the full-ripe apple. 1874 
Stusss Const. Hist. I. iii. 50 As being a full-free member 
of the community, 1884 READE in Harper's Mag. Mar. 
637/2 ‘1 condemned it ten years ago’. ‘Full that..,’ said 
Pierre. 1895 Z. Anglian Gloss., Full due, final acquit- 
tance, for good and all. 
b. with advbs. Now rare. 

1382 Wyctir Yosh. vi. 5 And the wallis of the cyte [Jericho] 
shulen fuldoun falle. 1523 Lp. BerNers /o/ss. I. clxii. 200 
Kynge Johan was that day a full right good knyght. ?@ 1550 
Frere & Boye 134 in Ritson Anc. P. P. 40 Than drewe it 
towarde nyght, Jacke hym hyed home full ryght. 1746 
Cuesterr. Lett. (1792) I. cv. 288 He articulated every word 
.. full loud enough to be heard the whole length of my 
library. 1833 H. Martineau Jade of Tyne vi. 116 Adam, 
as I told you, I saw full enough of. 


ce. with advbl. phrases. Also in fél as, full as 


(or 50)... as. 

1529 More Comf. agst. Trib. 11. Wks. 1215/2 Though 
menne shoulde neuer stande full out of feare of fallynge. 
1670 NarsorouGH Fra. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. (1711) 52 
Some Swans but not full so large as ours. 1698 FryER 
Acc. E. India & P, 215 The Topaz is a Stone very hard, 
full as hard as the Saphire. 1719 De For Crusoe u. vi, 
They lived, though .. concealed, yet full at large. 1752 
Younec Brothers ut. i, To mount full rebel-high. 1762 
Foore Lyar nu. Wks. 1799 I. 302 You will be full as useful 
to it by recruiting her subjects at home. 1796 Mrs. GLasse 
Cookery v. 53 Butter put into the dripping-pan does full as 
well. 1825 in Cobbett Rur. Rides (1885) II. 38, I should 
get full as much by keeping it [the story] to myself. 1837 
Hr. Martineau Soc. Amer. III. 92 To the English reader 
they are full as interesting as to Americans. 


+d. Ful iwis, fuliwis, to fuliwis: full cer- 


tainly, for certain, assuredly. Ods. 

¢12z00 OrMIN 2529 Patt witt tu fuliwiss. cx2o0s Lay. 
26841 Ich wulle bitachen pe ful iwis minne castel inne 
Paris. c1220 Bestiary 563 Fro Se noule niderward ne is 3e 
no man like, Oc fis to fuliwis. c1300 Harrow. Hell 55 
Fore Adames sunne, fol y-wis, Ich have tholed al this. 

e. Full out: to the full, fully, out and ont, 


quite, thoroughly. Ods. exc. dial. 

1382 Wycutr /sa. xii. 6 Ful out ioze, and preise, thou 
dwelling of Sion. c1400 Prymer, Litany in Maskell A7foxn. 
Rit, (1846-7) II. 106 Lord, make saaf the king: and ful out 
heere thou us in the dai that we shuleninclepe thee. a@ 1500 
Chaucer's Dreme 2138 Archbishop and archdiacre Song 
full out the servise. 1600 Asp. Aspor Exp. Yonah 624 
This number must definitely be taken for so many thousands 
full out, that [etc.]. 1615 Br. ANDREWES Servi. (1629) 485 
Sacrilege the Apostle rankes with Idolatrie ; as being full 
out as evill. 1676 Hatiry in Rigaud Corr. Sci. Men (1841) 
I. 226 Mr. Mercator is full out as obscure in his treatise of 
Mars. 1699 T, C[ockman] 7zly’s Offices (1706) 201 And 
Lucius Crassus..was full-out as generous. 1869 in Lonsdale 
Gloss. 

3. Of position and direction; Exactly, directly, 


straight. 

1582 N. Licuerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. \xvii. 
137 Our Ordinance beeing shot off, did all light full amongst 
the enimies. 1584 R. Scor Discov. Witcher. 11. v. (1886) 20 
[They] dare not looke a man full in the face, 1632 Lirncow 
Trav. v1. 248 An olde Arch of stone.,standing ful in the 
high Way. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. mt. (1677) 13 
Always..shoot..rather side-ways, or behinde the Fowl, 
than full in their faces. 1698 Fryer Acc. EZ. India & P. 
25 For which the Winds served them well enough, though 
full in our Teeth. 1702 Pore Yan. § May 456 Full in the 
centre of the flow’ry ground A crystal fountain spreads its 
streams around. 180x Sourury 7alada x. xvii, Full in 
his face the lightning-bolt was driven. 1832 H. Martineau 
Demerara ii, 16 With these principles full in his mind, he 
began to observe all that surrounded him. 1883 E. IncrEr- 
soLL in Harper's Mag. Jan. 196/t A sudden escape from 
curtaining oak branches brought us full upon the summit. 


b, With reference to the points of the compass; 


Due. See DuE B. 2. ? Obs. 

1559 W. CunnincHam Cosmogr. Glasse 146 Untill she 
commeth to the Meridian Circle, and is full South. x160r 
Hottanp Pliny I. 79 Before Zacynthus 35 miles full East, 
are the two Strophades. 1670 Eacnarp Cont, Clergy Pref. 
A school that stands full south. 1708 Brit. Apol. No. 93. 
2/t The..Wind is.. Full East. 1720 DE For Cagt, Single. 
ton ix. (1840) 154 The one [way] was to travel full west. 

+4, With vbs, or pples.: Fully, completely, en- 
tirely, quite, thoroughly. Ods. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 11. xiv. [xvi.] (1890) 144 Bifulcudum 
stratum, 1154 O. £. Chron, an. 1083 Hicomon into capitu- 
lan on uppon ba munecas full 3ewepnede. 1340 Ayend. 
107 Huer-by we ssolle by zuo uol dronke of bine loue pet 
[etc.]. 1430-40 Lypc. Bochas 1. ix. (1544) 17a, He was 
brought forth and recured And full made hole of his woundes 
sore. 1529 More Comf. agst. Trib, 1. 1182/2 Then he 
feareth that he bee neuer full confessed, nor neuer full con- 
trite. 1611 Biste Yon vii. 8 My time is not yet full come. 
1613 Purcnas Pilgrimage (1614) 508 Our Reader. .being 
before full cloyed with our tedious Narrations. 1697 Dry- 
DEN Virg. Georg. 111. 319 When once he’s broken, feed him 
full and high. 1807 Med. F¥rni. XVII. 237 He had the 
small-pox..again very full. 

5. Comb. +a. with vbs. : full-bring [cf. OFris. 
JSul-branga, Ger. vollbringen] trans. to accomplish; 
full-burn zztr., to blaze forth, follow hotly; full- 
forth [+ Forru v.] ¢vans., to accomplish, com- 
plete; full-make ¢vaus., to complete, perfect ; 
full-serve ¢rams., to serve fully; full-sound zz¢ér., 
to sound loudly; full-timber ¢rans., to build 
completely ; full-thrive z¢r., to thrive to the full ; 
full-work [OE. full-wyrcan = OHG. fol l)awur- 
chan] trans., (@) OE. to perpetuate; (4) to com- 
plete. Ods, 


full fifteen stone. 
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€1200 ORMIN 16335 3ure temmple timmbredd wass, & all 
*fullbrohht till ende. 1382 Wycuir Gen. xxxi. 36 For what 
my synne, has thow thus *fulbrent [Vulg. exavsist7] after 
me. @1175 Cott. Hom. 237 His 3iaf miht and strencbe 
purl pe gief of his gaste his hesne to *fulfordie. ¢1200 
Orin 15597 /Er ann piss temmple mihhte ben Fullwrohht 
& all fullforpedd. a1z300 £. Z. Psalter xvifi]. 5 *Ful- 
make mi steppes in sties Pine. 1490 Caxton Exeydos 
Xxvil. 104 Fulmake thoblacyon to pluto. 1340 Ayend. 33 
And me kan zigge huo pet seruep and na3t *uol-serueb his 
ssepe he lyest. 1382 Wyctir $¥udg. vii. 18 Whanne the 
trompe *fulsowneth in myn hoond. ¢ 1200 OrMIN 5130 Swa 
*fullprifenn batt itt nohht Ne ma33 na mare waxxenn. Jéid. 
16321 Godess temmple..wass i sexe 3eress all and fow- 
werrti3 *fulltimmbredd. @1035 Cuut’s Laws u. c. 61 
(Schmid) Gif hwa on fyrde gridbryce *fulwyrce. 1200 
Fullwrohht [see quot. for ////orth above]. 


b. with pres. and pa. pples. (cf. A. 12 b, to which 
some of these might be referred), as _/2//-accom- 
plished, -acorned, -adjusted, -armed, -assembled, 


-assured, -beaming, -bearing, -born, -bound, 
-buckramed, -descending, -digested, -distended, 


+-drive(n, -exerted, -extended, -fashioned, +-fast, 
Satted, fledged, -glowing, + -greased, + -knowing, 
+ -known, -levelled, -manned, -nerved, -plumed, 
-ripened, -spread, -strained, -trimmed, -tuned, 
+-waxen; + full-begotten, lawfully begotten, 
legitimate ; full-blown |, filled with wind, puffed 
out (2%. and fig.) ; see Bhow v.1 22; full-blown 2, 
in full bloom (/#. and fig.) ; see Buow v.21; full- 


stated (see quot.). 

1726-46 THomson /Vinter 668 Indulge her fond ambition.. 
To mark thy various *full-accomplished mind. 16rz Suaks. 
Cymb.u. v. 16 Like a *full Acorn’d Boare. 1730-46 THom- 
son Autumn 835 The *full-adjusted harmony of things. 
1776 Mickie tr. Camoens’ Lusiad 31 *Full-arm’d they 
came, for brave defence prepared. 1735 THomson Liberty 
mt. 260 Her *full-assembled Youth innumerous swarm’d. 
1839 Baitey Festus xix. (1848) 220 The *full-assured faith, 
1735 SoMERVILLE Chase 1. 142 Had not her Eyes, With 
Life *full-beaming, her vain Wiles betray'd. 1896 Daily 
News 17 June 4/5 The thousand acres is never all *full- 
bearing altogether. 1636 RuTHERFoRD Lett. (1862) I. 182 
Your Father counteth you not a bastard: *full-begotten 
bairns are nurtured. 1615 J. STEPHENS Satyr, Ess, 3 With 
cheeks *full blowne Each man will wish the case had beene 
his owne. @1635 Naunton Fragm. Reg. (Arb.) 15 A time 
in which (for externals) she was full blown. 1635-56 Cow- 
Ley Davideis 1. 735 Some did the Way with full-blown 
Roses spread. 1693 DRYDEN Pevsius 1. 254 Who at enormous 
Villany turns pale, And steers against it with a full-blown 
Sail. 1699 BEntLEY Phal. 414 Full blown with the opinion 
of his wonderfull Acuteness. 1749 JoHNSoN Vanity Hum. 
Wishes 99 In full-blown dignity, see Wolsey stand. 1878 
Browninc La Saisiaz 20 Flower that’s full-blown tempts 
the butterfly. 182 Keats Lamia 1. 172 Whither fled 
Lamia, now a lady bright, A *full-born beauty new and 
exquisite. 1766 W. Gorpon Gen, Counting-ho. 319, 45 
barrels *full bound mess-beef. 1851 Offic. Catal. Gt. Exhib. 
II. 545 Bible, 8vo., full-bound in maroon Turkey morocco, 
1833 Hr. Martineau Berkeley the Banker. i. 7 ‘The *full- 
buckramed fancy dresses of the young gentlemen, 1715-20 
Porr /liad xx. 460 The impatient steel with *full-descend- 
ing sway Forced through his brazen helm its furious way. 
1768-74 Tucker Lt, Wat. (1852) I. 419 We shall..partake 
in the expertness and *full-digested remembrance belonging 
to that. 1728-46 THomson Sfring 185 The *full-distended 
clouds Indulge their genial stores. ¢ 1386 CHAUCER Prank, 
T.502 This bargayn is *ful dryue, for we been knyt. 1726-46 
Tuomson Winter 171 Before the breath Of *full-exerted 
heaven they wing their course. 1730-46 — Awtumn 1119 
The long lines of *full-extended war In bleeding flight 
commixed, 1883 Glasg, Weekly Her. 21 Apr. 8/2 Ladies’ 
*full-fashioned black Lisle thread hose. ¢1175 Laub. Hone. 
61 re odre weren *fulfeste sone. 1382 WycuiF Deut. xxxii, 
15 Ful fat maad is the loued, and a3en wynsed; *ful-fattid, 
fulgresid, outlargid. 1884 7zses (weekly ed.) 7 Nov. 8/2 A 
tutor’s pay is only about a third of that of a *full-fledged 
professor, 1895 Sir W, Harcourt Sf, ix Ho, Com. 14 May, 
A full-fledged butterfly. 1863 I. Wittiams Bagtistery i. viii. 
(1874) 89 ‘The sun,. Blending them in the golden blazonry 
Of his *full-glowing orb. 1382 *Ful-gresid [see /ud/-fatted]. 
1612 SELDEN Drayton’s Poly-olb, To Rdr., What the Verse 
oft with allusion, as supposing a *full knowing Reader, lets 
slip. 1386 Rod/s of Parlt, III. 225/1 Nichol Brembre., 
with stronge honde, as it is *ful knowen..was chosen Mair. 
ryor Norris /deal World 1. i. 6 This is..staring, with a 
*full-levelled eye, the great luminary of spirits in the face. 
1606 Suaks. Ant. & CZ. 11, vii. 52 Our ouer-plus of shipping 
will we burne, And with the rest *full mann’d, from th’ 
head of Action Beate th’ approaching Cesar, 1839 BAILEY 
Festus vii. (1848) 7o Dare with *fullnerved arm the rage of 
all. ¢x630 Drumm. or Hawrn. Elegy on G, Adolphus Wks. 
(1711) 54 With *full plum’d wing thou faulkon-like could fly, 
1861 THorNBURY Zurner (1862) I. 58 He will be.a full- 
plumed Royal Academy Student. 1878 Masque Poets 214 
Brings to northern shores *full-ripened tropic fruits. 1660 
Drypen Astvva Redux 64 With *full-spread sails to run 
before the wind. 1748 THomson Cas?d. Iudol. 1, 209 Slow 
from his bench arose A comely full-spread porter, swol’n 
with sleep. 1867 Smitu Sailor's Word-bk., Full spread, all 
sail set. 1746 Exmoor Scolding 405 (E. D. S.) Ya know es 
kep Challacomb-Moor in Hond; tes*vullstated. /did., Fudl- 
stated, spoken of a Leasehold Estate that has Three Lives 
subsisting thereon. 1757 Dyer Fleece 111, 169 Sinewy arms of 
men, with *full strain’d strength, Wring out the latent water. 
1826 Scotr Mal. Malagr. ii. 59 A *full-trimmed suit of 
black silk, or velvet. 1842 Tennyson Love § Duty 40 When 
thy low voice, Faltering, would break its syllables, to keep 
My own *full-tuned, ¢1z00 OrMIN 10890 He wass *full- 
waxenn mann, 

+ Full, v.1 Os. Forms: 1 ful(1)wian, fullian, 
3-4 folle(n, 3 south. volle(n, 3 fulhe(n, vuljen, 
fulewen, folewen, 2-4 fulwe(n, fulje, 2 fule(h)- 
3en, 4 folwen, fologhe, 5 folowe, 4-6 fulle, (4 








FULLAGE. 


fully). [OE. fuliian, fullwian, f. FULL adv. + 
OTeut. *wihéjan, wihjan (OHG. when, mod.Ger. 
wethen) to consecrate, f. *who- (OS., OHG. wih, 
Goth. wezhs) holy. 


The word thus means ‘to consecrate fully’. A convert 
who was deemed not sufficiently instructed for baptism, or 
who shrank from assuming the responsibilities which it 
involved, was frequently f7rime-signed, i.e. marked with 
the sign of the cross only, the ‘full consecration’ by baptism 
being deferred till a later period.] 

trans. To baptize. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. 1. xv. [xxvi.] (1890) 62 Ongunnon 
heo somnian & singan..& men le#ran & fulwian. a 1000 
Martyrol. (E. E. T. S.) 80 He was gefullwad zt Rome. 
¢ 1000 Ags. Gosp. John 1. 33 Se pe me sende to fullianne on 
weetere. c1175 Lamb. Hom. 101 Heo setted heoran handan 
ofer ifulzede men. c1z05 Lay. 2402 Pe king heo lette fulwen 
zefter bon lawen. az225 Leg. Kath. 1391 Hwi ne hihe we 
for to beon Ifulhet [v.7. ifulhtnet] as he het his. x2 
R. Grouc. (1724) 239 As 30ure fader dude, do, And A 
yuolled in holy water. 13.. 2. Z£. Addit. P. B. 164 Alle 
arn labed luflyly..pat euer wern fulzed in font bat fest to 
haue. ¢ 1380 S7v Ferumd. 5697 He wolde fully. .pban Amyral 
pat was bere. c1430 Chev. Assigne 369 The sixte was 
fulwedde cheuelere assigne. c1450 Myrc 85 To folowe the 
chylde 3ef hyt be nede. 1483 Hestivall (W. de W. 1515) 
32 b, Cryste..was fulled in water. 

[f. 


Full (ful), v.2 Also 4 follen, fulle(n. 
FULL a. 

OE. had /udlian to fulfil (Cedmon's Gen. 2317), but con- 
tinuity is doubtful; in the early ME. /id/enx the x prob. 
represents 2, so that the examples belong to Fitt v.] 

+L. trans. To make full. Cf. Finn v. 1. Ods, 

1362 Lanci. P, P/. A. v. 184 In couenant that Clement 
schulde the cuppe fulle, a 1400 Prymzer (1891) 39 Thanne 
is oure mouth fulled of joye. 1484 Caxton Fables of 
AE sop (1889) 72 He was .. fulled with sorowe. 1627-4 
Fertuam Resolves 1, |xxxvii. 270 Surely travail fulleth the 


man, 
b. znztr. To be or become full. Const. of. Obs. 


exc. @a/, and in U.S. of the moon. 

1362 Lanai. P. PZ. A. x1. 44 Thei .. demeth god in-to the 
gorge whon heore gottus follen. c1450 Cov. JZyst. (Shaks. 
Soc.) 343 Myn heed dullyth Myn herte ffullyth Of sslepp, 
1864 WessTErR, The moon fulls at midnight. JZod. Suffolk 
dial. (F. Hall) ‘The moon will full to-night ’. 

+2. ¢rans. To fulfil, complete. Ods. 

1380 [see Futtinc v2. sd.]. 1492 Acta Domt. Conc. (1839) 
247/z Pe saidis persons sall mak na payment of the said soume 
quhill the poyntis of be said decrett be fullit efter the forme of 
pesamyn. 1640 Brome A xtifodes ut. viii. Wks. 1873 III. 290 
Before he has given her satisfaction I may not full my suit, 

3. Dressmaking. Yo make full; to gather or 


pleat. Also with oz. 

1831 Westm. Rev. XIV. 424 The milliner with her fulling, 
and quilling, and puckering, come[s] in to supply the retiring 
graces of nature, 1832 2. /nd. Sketch Bk, 1. 261 A petticoat 
fulled and stiffened into the dignified rotundity of a hoop. 
1884 West. Daily Press 2 June 7/2 Plastrons..are composed 
of a straight piece, fulled into a small band at the top. 1890 
Daily News 4 Dec. 3/4 Many pretty little jackets .. are 
composed of black lace fulled on over a foundation of silk 
or gold gauze, 

b. znxtr. To draw up, pucker, bunch, 

1889 Century Dict., The skirt fulls too much in front. 

Hence Fulled ///. a., gathered or pleated; 
arranged in folds; Fuclling vd2 sd., the action of 
the vb.; +a. the action of fulfilling ; b. the action 


of gathering or pleating ; in quots. concr. 

¢1380 Wyciir Sel, Wks. III. 257 Her matere schulde be 
trube and fullynge of Goddis lawe. 1760 Mrs. DELany Life 
& Corr. Ser. 1.111. App. 504 There was very little fulling, 
but the whole design was to be seen without many folds, 
1877 Blackmore Cripps I. ii. 24 She gathered in the skirt 
of her frock and the fulling of her cloak. 1892 Daily 
News 16 Feb. 6/5 Coats. .finished off at the neck with a 


fulled shoulder cape. 
Full (ful), v.38 Also 5 ful(le. [ad. OF. fuler 


(F. fouler): see For v.1] 
1. trans. spec, To tread or beat (cloth) for the 
purpose of cleansing and thickening it ; hence, to 


cleanse and thicken (cloth, etc.), 

1377 Lanct. P. P/. B. xv. 445 Cloth that cometh fro the 
weuyng is nou3t comly to were, Tyl it is fulled vnder fote 
or in fullyng-stokkes. c1440 Promp, Parv, 182/1 Fulle 
clothe, /wdlo.. ¢1483 Caxton Vocad. 15 b, Colard.. Can 
well fulle cloth. xgrx-z Act 3 Hen. VIII, c. 6 § x The 
Walker and Fuller shall truely walke fulle thikke and werke 
every webbe of wollen yerne. 1598 Fiorio, /od/are, to full, 
as clothes in a presse. 1643 PryNNE Ofen, Gt. Seale 20 
One..man should be assigned..to seale the Clothes that 
shall be wrought and fulled in London. 1695 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3086/4 A new Invented Engine, which Fulls all sorts 
of Stuffs by Hand or Mans Labour. 1812 SourHey in 
Q. Rev. VIL. 63 In this manner a girl can full twenty pair 
of hose in four or five hours, 1872 Yeats Techn. Hist. 
Comm. 147 English cloths, at the outset were sent to be 
fulled and dyed in the Netherlands, 1884 J. Payne 7ades 
Jr. Arabic 1, 233, I shall..weave for her and full her yarn. 

+2. gen. To beat or trample down; also, to 
destroy. Ods. 

cx1400 Rowland § O. 112 Fulle the under my horse fete. 
c1440 York Myst, xi. 118 Nowé€ kyng Pharo fuls thare 
childir ful faste. 164: Best “arm. Bhs. (Surtees) 78 Hee 
threw his hey abroad a nights afore hee lette them in, be- 
cause then they did not runne over it and full it so much, 


+ Fu'llage. Ods. [a. OF. foullage (¥. foulage), 
f. fouler to FULL.] 
. Money paid for the fulling of cloth, 


x61x in Corar. s.v. Foullage. 1706 in Puirxirs (ed, 
Kersey). 1755 in Jounson. Hence in mod. Dicts. 


FULL AGE. 


2. [Cf. FULYIE sd.2; the lit. sense is ‘what is tram- 
pled under foot’.] Refuse, street-sweepings, filth. 

1689 T. Plunket Char. Gd. Commander 51 Some storm 
or other must be near at hand, To sweep away the fullage 
of the Land. 1780 A. Younc Your. Jrel. 1. 9 They go 
much to Dublin for fullage of the streets to lay on their 
hay grounds. 


Full age. 

Adult or mature age, esp. (in opposition to 
nonage) the age of 21 years. Cf. AcE sd. 3. 

1622 Bacon Holy War (1629) 129 That after full Age the 
Sonnes should Expulse their Fathers and Mothers out of 
their Possessions. 1675 Brooks Gold. Key Wks. 1867 V. 320 
God had a respect to the non-age and full-age of his people. 
1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) V. 428 Those .. who are of full 
age and sufficient understanding, should have power to suffer 
acommon recovery. 1885 GLapsToneE in Chr. World 15 Jan. 
He The anniversary .. which will to-morrow bring your 

oyal Highness to full age. 

attrib. a1659 CLEVELAND Poor Cavalier 11 F’er ripe 
Rebellion had a full-age Power. 

Hence + Full-aged #//. a., being of full or 
mature age. Of a horse: Exceeding the age of 
6 years (now simply, aged). Obs. 

1631 Quartes Div. Poenzs, Samson xiii. 31 A full ag’d Lyon, 
who had sought..his long-desired prey. 1682 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 1737/4 A chesnut sorrel Nag, with a bob Tail, full aged. 
1712 STEELE Spect, No. 514 P 4 There stood by her a man 
full-aged, and of great gravity. 1724 Lond. Gaz. No. 
6310/3 A sorrel Horse. .full aged. 

Full-blood, a a. Of a brother or sister: 
Born of the same parents (opposed to HALF-BLOOD 
1. attrz.). b. Qualifying an ethnic designation: 
Of pure or unmixed race. 

1882 A. MacrarLane Consanguin. 17 Brother, full-blood 
=male child of male and female parents. 1888 Harfer's 
Mag. Mar. LXXVI. 602 The full-blood [Cherokee] is 
always present in the national Legislature. 1893 Colwmbus 
(Ohio) Disf. 2 Oct., His mother [was] a full-blood Pota- 
watomie squaw. 

Similarly Full-bloo'ded a. = FuLL BLoop, /#, and 
jig.; also, having plenty of blood. Hence Full- 
bloo'dedness /77. and jig. 

1825 J. Neat Bro. Fonathan 11. 68 A full-blooded re- 
publican ‘driver’, 184x Catiin NV. Amer. Ind. (1844) II. 
lvii. 220 His general appearance and actions, those of a 
full-blooded and wild Indian, 1884 Century Mag. XXVIII. 
42 The full-bloodedness, the large feet and hands. 1894 


Athenzum 5 May 571/3 His unquestioned ability has not ° 


the roundness, the ripeness, the mellow full-bloodedness of 
the style of ‘The Heptameron’. 

Fu'll-bottom. [f. Furt a.+Borrom sb.] A 
full-bottomed wig. 

1713 Gay Guardian No. 149 P 5 Little master will smile 
when you..thrust its little knuckles in papa’s full-bottom. 
1759 Chron. in Ann. Reg. 169/2 A flaxen full bottom 
suitable to the age between forty and fifty, 1822 T. 
Mitcue tt Avistoph. 11.296 Full-bottom, tie, perriwig, curl, 
or toupee, 

Fu'll-bottomed, az. [f. as prec. +-np 2.] 

1. Of a wig: Having a full or large bottom. 

1711 BuDGELL Sect. No. 150 ® 7 My Banker ever bows 
lowest to me when I wear my full-bottom’d Wig. 1797 
The College 15 A huge full-bottom’d wig, and college gown. 
1878 V. Amer. Rev. CXXVI. 52 Their hero..wore a Greek 
helmet over a full-bottomed wig. 

~ 2. Maut. (See quot.) 

1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Fuill-bottomed, an epithet 
to signify such vessels as are designed to carry large 
cargoes. 

+Fullcome, v. Ods. [f. Futn adv. + Come v. 
Cf. Ger. volkommen adj., perfect.] trans. To finish ; 
to perfect. 

c¢1477 Caxton Yasou 16 An other spere that he [Jason] 
had taken of his esquyer for to fulcome his emprise. c1483 
— Vocab. 47 Dieu leur laisse leur voye Bien employer, God 
late them theyr waye Well fulcome. 

+ Fulldo:, v. Ods. [f. Futta.+Do.] trans. 
To accomplish, fulfil, complete. 

az225 Ancr. R. 372 Me schal fuldon flesches pine ase 
uoré ase euere efne mei polien. 1340 Ayend. 28 To destrue. . 
alle guod by hit lite by hit lesse by hit uoldo. ¢ 1483 Caxton 
Vocab, 23 Whiche make verry confession. And theyr 
penaunce fuldoo. cx1g00 MWelusine i. 1 He wyl helpe me to 
bring vnto a good ende & to fuldoo it att hys glorye & 
praysyng. 1605 VErsTeGan Dec. Inteld. ii. (1628) 29 Willing 
to full-doe their too-falne lot. : F 

Hence + Fu'li-do sd., completion, finish. (Perh. 
the source of the Naut. phrase for a full due: see 
DvE so. 8.) 

1631 [see Do sd,! 2]. 


Full dress. Sce Dress 5d.2a. Also fr. 

1790 Cowrer Left. 17 June, Here am I at eight in the 
morning in full dress. 1875 Lowett Poet. Wks. (1879) 
465 The habitual full-dress of his well-bred mind. 1887 
Spectator 4 June 764/2 A crown that could be worn, like 
a tiara of diamonds, as an adjunct of full dress. 

b. attrib. asin full-dress coat, dinner, rehearsal, 
‘sutt, etc.; also fig., as in full-dress debate, a formal 
debate in which important speeches are delivered 
on each side. 

1812 J. Nott Dekker's Gulls Horne-bk. 41 note, Not 
a full-dress coat is made without it. 1834 T. Moorr Jem, 
(2856) VII. 47 A Tory of the fulldress school. 185 J2/ustr. 
Catal, Gt. Exhib. 11. 526 Pair of full-dress boots. 1879 
F. W. Rosinson Coward Consc. 1. viii, A rusty, black, full- 
dress suit. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. III. vi. cxi. 600 
At present the ‘full-dress debates’ in the Senate are apt 
to want life. 1893 Times 8 July 12/2 Mr. Heneage’s 
amendment is not the best porsiiie text for a full-dress 
debate. 

Vou. IV. 
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Full-dressed, ¢. Fully dressed; wearing 
full dress. > Of a coat: =prec. b. ° 

1752 A. Murrny Gray’s-[un Jrnl. No. 14 Pp 2 In a full- 
dressed Coat, with long Skirts. 1806 Surr Winter in Lond. 
(ed. 3) III. 161, I have no objection in the world to full- 
dressed assemblies. 1824-9 Lanpor Jag. Conv. Wks. 1846 
I. 206/2 There are hours and occasions when she needs not 


be full-dressed. 
+ Fullend, v. Ods. [OE. fullendian (= Ger. 


vollenden): see FULL adv. and END v.] trans. To 
end fully, accomplish, complete, fulfil. 

cgoo tr, Beda’s Hist. wt. xxiii. (MS. B in Smith 554 
note), He bed Cynebill.. pat he 6a arfeestan ongunnen- 
nesse fullendode and gefylde. a1200 Moral Ode 239 in 
O. £, Misc. 66 Peo pat gode were by-gunne and ful-endy 
hit nolden. c12z00 Trin. Coll, Hom. 61 We hauen ure 
penitence fulended. c1300 Beket 2322 If he ful in feble 
stat, that he ne mizte hit ful ende. 1382 Wycur Ecclus. 
xxxiv. 8 With oute lesing shal be ful endid the word of the 
lawe. 1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. 1x. iv. (1495) 349 The 
Cycle and the Course of the Mone is fullended in the 
nintenth yere. c1425 Eng. Cong. Irel. (E. E. T. S.) 134 He 
that al thynge fulle endet. 

Fuller (fwlo1), sd.1 Forms: 1-4 fullere, 3 
follare, 4 south. vollere, 4-6 fullar(e, (6 fullor, 
furler, 7 fullner), 4- fuller. [OE. full/ere, ad. 
L. fullo (of unknown origin), assimilated to agent- 
nouns in -gre, -ER!, If there existed an OE. */t/- 
lian vb., ad. late L. fullare to Fut, the agent- 
noun may have been derived from it.] 

1. One whose occupation is to full cloth. 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. Mark ix. 3. c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 366/53 
Mid one follares perche; pat men tesieth opon cloth. @1327 
Pol. Songs (Camden) 188 The webbes ant the fullaris assem- 
bleden hem alle. 1340 Ayend. 167 Mochel is defouled mid be 
uet of uolleres pe robe of scarlet. xg1x-2 [see Futt v.53 1]. 
1583 StussEs Axat. Abus. 11.(1882) 24 Compounding with the 
Fuller to thicke it [wool] very much. 1645 Br. Hatt Remedy 
Discontents 118 ‘The Fuller treads upon that cloth which 
he means to whiten. 1764 Burn Poor Laws 156 Three 
weavers..six spinners, one fuller and burler. 1866 RoGEers 
Agric. & Prices I. iv. 103 There are twelve clergymen. .six 
fullers and six girdlers. 1885 /zstructions to Census Clerks 
66 (In list of workers in textile fabrics), Fuller. 

2. In the names of various materials, plants, etc. 
used in the process of fulling; as fuller’s clay = 
FULLER'S EARTH; fuller’s grass, herb, weed, 
(Saponaria officinalis); fuller’s teazel, thistle 
(Dipsacus fullonum) ; fuller’s thorn? = prec. 

1776 Apam Smiru W, N.1v. viii. (1869) II. 238 *Fuller’s 
earth or fuller’s clay. 1876 Pack Adv. Text-bk, Geol. v. 
tor Fuller’s clay or earth. 1526 Grete Herball ccclxxxiiij, 
Saponaria..is called..*fullers grasse. 1601 HoLttanp Pliny 
Il. 262 The *Fullers herb in wine honied. 1607 TopsELt 
Fours. Beasts (1658) 486 There is an herb called Fullers- 
herb which doth soften wool. 1878 Lyte Dodoens iv. Ix. 
522 This kinde of Thistel is called..*Fullers Teasel. 1653 
Cucrerer Eng. Phys. 356 *Fullers Thistle, or Teasel. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 661 An Herbe called Hippopheston [that 
groweth] vpon the *Fullers Thorne. 1706 Puituirs (ed. 
Kersey), */ulers-Weed, or Fullers-thistle, an Herb. 

Fuller, sJ.2 [?f. Fuin v.2 (sense 3) +-ER!.] 

1. Blacksmithing, etc. A grooved tool on which 
iron is shaped by being driven into the grooves. 

1864 Wesster, Fuller, a die, a half-round set-hammer, 
1896 Marrier’s Price List, Best Cast Steel, for Fullers, 
Stamps, &c. 

2. A groove made by a fuller. 

1855 Mites Horse-shoeing 9 The‘ fuller’ should be carried 
quite round the shoe to the heels, and the fullering iron 
should have both sides alike. 1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., 
Fuller, the fluting groove of a bayonet. 1889 Dazly Tel, 
1 Mar. 5/8 The present pattern is too thin in the‘ fuller’. 

Hence Fu‘ller v.,to stamp with a fuller; to groove 
by stamping; also da/. to goffer (linen), Full- 
ered Zf/. a. Fu‘llering v0/. sé., the action of the 
vb.; also concr. the groove thus formed. 

1820 Bracy CrarK Descr. New Horse Shoe 14 Our old 
English custom of fullering. 183x J. Hotianp Janz/. 
Metal 1. 170 The shoes being fullered or grooved near the 
outer edge to receive the heads. 1841 HarrsHorNE Salopia 
Antig. Gloss. 434 Fullaring, a groove into which the nails 
of a horse’s shoe are inserted. 1853 Fullering iron [see 
sense 2above]. 1868 Regul. & Ord. Arny ® 573 The horse's 
Shoe is not to be grooved or fullered. 1880 BLackmorE Mary 
Anericy I. xi. 159 His linen clothes are dry, and even quite 
lately fullered—ironed you might callit. Mod. Advt., Sandal 
horse shoe..made of plain, fuller’d, or Rodway bar. 


Fu:ller’s ea‘rth. <A hydrous silicate of 
alumina, used in cleansing cloth; also Geo/.a group 
of strata characterized by the presence of this earth. 

1523 FirzHers. Swrv. 31 Mynes of tynne, leed, ore, cole 
..lymestonne, chalke, furlers [s7c 1526 ; ed. 1534 fullers] erthe, 
Sande, cley. 160r Hotianp Pliny xxxyv. xvii. II. 560 This 
Fullers earth Cimolia, is of a cooling nature. 1667 E, Cuam- 
BERLAYNE.S¢. Gt. Brit. 1.(1684)7 Fullers Earth is no where else 
produced in that abundance and excellency as in England. 
1738 Cuesterr. Covzm. Sense 11 Nov.(1739) II. 238 Fuller’s- 
Earth, the Exportation of which is strictly prohibited by 
our Laws. 1836 Hor. Smitu 7% Trump. 1. 9 Like fuller’s 
earth, defiling for the moment but purifying in the end. 
1854 F.C. BakEWELL Geo/, 50 The bed of clay called fuller’s 
earth .. may be considered merely local. 1878 Huxiry 
Physiogr, 36 This Fuller's earth forms a thick bed of clay 
which retains the water that reaches it. ; 

Jig. 1670 Eacuarp Cont. Clergy 56 The blots of sin will 
be easily taken out by the soap of sorrow, and the fullers- 
earth of contrition. 1727 Gay Beggar's Opera 1. ix, Money, 
Wife, is the true Fuller’s Earth for Reputations, there is not 
a Spot or a Stain but what it can take out. 

attrib. 1816 W. Smitu Strata Ident. 31 The Fuller’s 
Earth Rock..in many places is imperfectly lapidified, 








FULLING. 


+Fullery. 0ds.-° [f. Funnmr sd.1+-y3.] A 
place where the process of fulling is carried on. 

1730-6 in Battey (folio). 1755 in Jonson. Hence in mod. 
Dicts. 

Fu:ll-fa‘ced, a. [f. Funt a.+ Fac +-2p2.] 

1. Having a full face; esp. of persons, having a 
full or plump face. 

1622 Masse tr. Aleman’s Guzman a’ Alf.t.31, 1 was a 
yong Lad, ruddy-cheek’t, full-fac’t, and plumpe withall. 
7675 Lond, Gaz. No. 980/4 Stolen..a large silver Cup..by 
a Lodger..a Full-fac’d man. 1796 Hudl Advertiser 3 Sept. 
2/2 David Hallett..stout made, of a low stature, and full 
faced. 1824 Miss Mitrorp Village Ser. 1. (1863) 230 One 
side consisting of a full-faced damask rose. 

b. said of the moon at full. 

1647 H. More Song of Soud ut, 1. xxvii, Not from full- 
faced Cynthia. 

2. Having the face turned fully on the spectator 
or in some specified direction. 

1610 GuiLiim Heraldry vi. v. 265 The full faced Helmet 
doth signifie direction or command. 1832 TENNYSON 
none 79 When all the full-faced presence of the Gods 
Ranged in the halls of Peleus. 1894 J. P. Hoprsin Westmz. 
Gaz,.7 Feb, 2/1 As full-faced to the sunshine as you are to- 
day. 

+Fullfre-me, v. Ols. Also 5 full-ferm. 
[OE. full )fremian, -fremman: see Fuut adv. and 
FREME v.] trans. To accomplish, fulfil, perfect. 

Hence *} Fullfre’med ///. a.; + Fullfre‘medly 
adv., perfectly ; + Fullfre*medness, perfection. 

c888 K. AiLFRED Boeth. vii. § 5 Pinre unriht gitsunga 
zewill to fulfremmanne. cgoo tr. Beda's Hist, 1. xix. 
[xxvii.] (1891) 244 Lifde he his lif in micelre eadmodnesse 
..and in fulfremednesse. 97x Blick?. Hon. 35 Gif we ba 
dazas fulfremedlice for Gode lifgeab. c1000 Ags. Gosp. 
John iv, 34 Pzet ic full fremme [c1160 Hatton fulfremie] 
his weorc. a@1175 Cott. Hom. 219 Ne me3 nan iscefte ful- 
fremedlice smeaj3an ne understonden embe god, cx200 
Ormin 2530 Fullfremedd herrsummnesse. Jd7d. 5135 Patt 
te birrp e33berr lufess mahht Fullfremeddlike fillenn. Jd7d. 
6083 Patt mann patt tiss Fullfremeddnesse follghepp. 1486 
Bk. St, Albans A viijb, Thos same barris shall telle you 
whan she is full summed or full fermyd. 

Fu'll-gro'wn. [f. Funt adv. + Grown.] Fully 
grown ; having attained full size or maturity. 

1667 Mitton P. L. vit. 456 Innumerous living Creatures. . 
Limb’d and full grown. 1724 DE For Mem. Cavalier (1840) 
30 Wickedness presented itself full-grown. 1767 HunreR 
in Phil. Trans. LVIII. 43 Fig. II. The same view of the 
same bone in a full-grown Elephant. 1859 Darwin O77g. 
Spec. ili, (1873) 52 In a state of nature almost every full- 
grown plant annually produces seed. 1871 BLackre Your 
Phases i. 151 He had two sons, one full-grown. 

transf. 1886 Stantey Sinai & Pal. x. (1858) 374 Four 
springs pour their almost full-grown rivers through the plain. 

Hence Full-grow'ner collog. or slang, a full- 
grown person. 

1867 P. Firzceratp 75 Brooke St, 111. 251 A full growner: 
no ‘ Miss ’ at all in the case. 

+Fullhead!. Ods. In 4-5 fulhed(e. [f 
FULL @.+-HEAD.] Fullness. 

a1300 LH. E. Psalter xxxv. 9 [xxxvi. 8] Pai sal be drunken, 
als of wine, Of pe fulhed of house pine. 1340 Ayend. 119 
Alsuo wes he..zuo uol of grace..pet of his uolhede we 
nimep al. c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (1494) ut. xxii, In 
hyr was fulhede of all vertues without wem of synne. 


+Fullhead2. Ods. [f. Fun a.+ Hap sd.] 
A castrated stag. 


1803 J. SteicuT in Aun. Agric. XX XIX. 556 The full- 
heads..always herd with the bucks, excepting in the rut. 

Fu'll-hea‘rted, a. [f. Futn a. + Heart + 
-ED2.] Having a full heart. a. Full of courage 
and confidence; hence of a work: Carried on 
with zeal. b. Full of feeling; indicative of strong 
emotion. Hence Fu'll-hea‘rtedly adv. 

1611 SHaks. Cywzd, v. iii. 7 The Enemy full-hearted, Loll- 
ing the Tongue with slaught’ring. 1851 Mrs. BrowNninc 
Casa Guidi 31 The sky above..seemed to..palpitate in 
glory, like a dove Who has flown too fast, full-hearted. 
1859 SmiLes Self-Help xii, (1860) 323 The most effective 
work is always the full-hearted work. 1876 Gro. Exior 
Dan. Der. VV. \xiii. 240 Full-hearted silence. 1882 J. L. 
Lupiow in Homilet. Monthly May 451 For you he lived. . 
and sends his Holy Spirit as full-heartedly as if there were 
no other human being. 

Fullimart, obs. form of Foumarr. 

+ Fuc'lling, v/. sb.! Obs. Also 5 folowynge- 
[f Furn vt) Baptizing. 

1387 Trevisa /Higden (Rolls) IV. 257 Som acountep from 
be fullynge of Crist. 1393 Lancer. P. Pi. C. xv. 207 Ther 
is follyng of font and follyng in bfod-shedynge. ¢1450 
Myrc 146 Eghte dayes they schullen abyde ‘hat at the 
fonte halowynge They mowe take here folowynge. 1483 
Festivall (W. de W. 1515) 48 This trynyte was knowen in 
the fullynge of Cryst as the gospel setteth. 

Fulling, v//. sb.2: see after FULL v.2 

Fulling (fu'lin), 707. 5.5 [f FuLn v.38 + -1NG 1] 

1. The process of cleansing and thickening cloth 


_by beating and washing ; also called mJling. 


1688 R. Horme! Avmoury 111. 348/2 This trade of Milling 
or thickning Cloth is termed Fulling. 1791 Hamixton tr. Ber 
thollet’s Dyeing I. 1. 1. i. 127 He has explained the effects 
of fulling by the external conformation of the hair or wool 
of animals, 1812 Soutuey in Q. Rev. VII. 63 The women 
perform the work of fulling by treading the cloth in a tub. 

transf. 1894 GouLp /llustr. Dict. Med., Pulling, in mas- 
sage, a valuable method of kneading, named from the 
motion used by fullers in rubbing linen between their hands. 

2. attrib. as fulling-boy, -hammer,* -mace, -stone; 
+ fulling-clay, }-earth = fi/ler’s earth; fulling- 

bh 
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FULLISH. 


mill, a milkin which cloth is fulled or milled by 
being beaten with wooden mallets, which are let 
fall upon it (or in modern use, by being pressed 
between rollers) and cleansed with soap or fuller’s 
earth ; + fulling-stocks, wooden mallets worked 
by machinery, used for fulling cloth. 

1677 YARRANTON Exe. Improv. 109, If I had not been an 
old Clothier, and a *Fulling-Boy when I was young. 1688 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2338/1 We do..streightly Charge. .that no 
manner of .. *Fulling Clay, be .. exported. 1720 Jd. 
No. 5853/1 Any Fuller’s-Earth, or Fulling-Clay. 1563-87 
Foxe A. §& M. (1684) III. 59: A certain poor man.. 
went to the Sea, minding to have gone into Kent for 
*Fulling Earth. 1796 Kirwan Elem. Min. (ed. 2) I. 
186 Some fulling Earths, it is said, effervesce slightly 
with acids. 1712 Motreux Qui-rofe 11. vi. (1749) I. 160 Let 
the six *fulling-hammers be transform’d into so many giants. 
1612 SHELTON Quixote Ul. vii. 175 Without being able to 
attribute it to the little knowledge of the *fulling Maces 
or the darkenesse of the night. 1417-18 Adingdon Acc. 
(Camden) 88 wote, The reparacions done this yere at y® 
*Fullingmilles. 1523 FitzHers. Sv. 9 b, Fullyngmylnes, 
sythe mylnes, cutlersmylnes. 1612 in Naworth Househ. 
Bks. 8 The wholl yeares rent of the fulling mill. 1748 
Smotiett Rod. Rand. xvi. (1804) 97 My heart went knock, 
knock..like a fulling-mill. 1805 Luccock Nat. Wool 161 
Nor will the cloth.. endure without injury the violent 
strokes of the fulling mill. 1876 Hottanp Sev. Oaks i. 2 
Below this two or three saw-mills..and a fulling-mill. 1377 
*Fullyng-stokkes [see Furi v.51]. 1879 Casseli’s Techn. 
Educ. IV. 342/2 The ‘ fulling-stocks’ .. consist of heavy 
wooden mallets, 1884 J. Payne tooo Wes. § One Nt. VIII. 
135 Making the ship fast to one of the *Fulling-Stones, 


Fullish (fwlif), a. [f Fun a.+-1su.] Some- 
what full. 

1822 Blackw. Mag. XI. 164 Rather pompous and dullish ; 
of falsetto, too, fullish. 1871 G. Merepitu “7. Richmond 
(1886) 206 Her nose firm, her lips fullish, 1889 Mational 
Rev. X11. 686 The most noticeable features of the face are 
the rather prominent nose and fullish lips. 

“| app. misused for /udliche, FuLLY adv. 

e1800 Melusine xxvi. 208 It is not fullyssh a moneth com- 
plet syn that we departed thens. 

Fulllength. ‘The entire length or extension 
of any object. 

1. In advbl. phrase, (at) full length. 

1709 STEELE & Appison 7atler No. 93 P 4, I have..drawn 
at full Length, the Figures of all sorts of Men. 1844 
Dickens Mart. Chuz. vi, By constructing..a temporary 
sofa of three chairs..and lying down at full-length upon it. 
1855 SINGLETON V7rgil I. 47 Of polished marble thou full- 
length shalt stand. ; 

2. attrib, as full-length figure, portrait, etc. 


Also ellipt. @ full-length. 

1850 L. Hunr A wtodiog. II. xiv. 141 A full-length portrait 
..of alittle girl. 1894 A. D. WuirE in Pop. Sct. Monthly 
XLIV. 722 A full-length woodcut showing the Almighty 
in the act of extracting Eve. 1896 Westm. Gaz. 1 May 1/2 

ust above the line, hangs a full-length of the German 

Emperor. 1897 Daily News 8 Apr. 8/1 This is, we under- 
stand, the first full-length novel he has written. 

Jig. 1822-34 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) 1. 296 What may 
be called a close and full-length portrait [of a disease]. 

Full moon. 

1. The moon with its entire disc illuminated. 

axo00 Boeth. Metr. xxviii. 81 Hwa is on weorulde pet 
ne wundrize fulles monan. 1530 Patscr. 223/2 Full 
moone, Plaine Zune. 1681 Otway Soldier's Fort, ww. i, 
*Twas a Full-moon, and such a Moon, Sir! x812-16 J. 
Smitu Panorama Sc. & Art I. 597 The full moon rises at 
sun-set. 1883 OurpA Wanda I. 58 The full moon was 
rising above the Glickner range. 

2. The period at which this occurs (=L. Alenz- 


lunium). 

@1300 Cursor M, 17288+72 Pese thre thinges a-bod our 
lord, or he to ded wald goo, Vre leuedy day & friday als 
and ful moyne als-soo. ¢1475 Pict. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 
800 Hoc plenilunium, fulmone. 1563 W. FuLKE JZezeors 
(1640) 61 b, From the new moone, to the full, all humors do 
encrease and from the full to the new Moone, decrease 
againe. 1676 Wis—EMAN Wowzds v. ix. 393 Towards the Full- 
moon, as he was coming home one morning, he felt his Legs 
faulter. 1796 H. Hunter tr. St.-Pzerre’s Stud. Nat. (1799) 
III. 34 They [tides] exhibit no sensible rise till the second 
or third day after the full Moon. 

3. attrib. 

1780 Cowrer Progr. Err. 282 The breach, though small at 
first, soon opening wide, In rushes folly with a full:moon 
tide. 1797 SouTHEY in J. Cottle Revzin. (1847) 211 A very 
brown-looking man of. .full-moon cheeks. 1894 G. MerEpITH 
Lord Ormont I. iii. 91 Howling like full-moon dogs all 
through their lives. 

Fu:ll-mou'thed, a. [f. Funu a. + Movuru sd. 
+-ED2,] Having a full mouth. 

1, Of cattle: Having the mouth full of teeth ; 


having the full complement of teeth. 

1577 Harrison Exgland 1, iv, Now forasmuch as in such 
as bee full mouthed, eche chap hath 16 teeth at the least. 
1685 Lond. Gaz. No. 1998/4 A brown bay Mare above 14 
hands high, full Mouth’d. 1709 /did. No. 4521/4 Stoln..a 
blood-bay Mare .. full mouth’d. 1846 J. Baxter Lzér. 
Pract, Agric. (ed. 4) Il. 93 These six teeth tolerably de- 
veloped .. probably misled Mr. Parkinson .. to say that at 
four years old cattle were full-mouthed. 1892 Salisbury 
Frnl. 6 Aug. 4/1, 100 grand full-mouthed ewes. 

+2, Having the mouth filled with food; hence, 
Festive. ¢ransf. Of a sail: Filled with wind. 
Also fig. Obs. 

1635 Quartes Zm0d. v. vii. Epig. 271 Cheare up, my soule: 
call home thy spir’ts, and beare One fom Good-Friday; Full- 
mouth’d Easter’s neare. 1645 G. Danret Poems Wks. 1878 
II. 12 Where, where resides content? "Tis neither in Extent 
Of Power, nor full-mouth’d gaine. 1645 QuaRLEs Soé, 
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Recant.iv.39 Force and bold-fac’d Wrong May hap to roar 
upon thy full-mouth’d Sailes. az7or SEDLEY Poems Wks. 
1722 I. 16 Like murm’ring full-mouth’d Isra’lites we stand. 

3. a. Having a loud voice or sound; sounding 
or talking loud. Of dogs: Baying loudly. b. Pro- 
duced or uttered with a loud voice or with violence. 

a. 1648 Jos. Beaumont Psyche u. 161 Whom both the 
full-mouth’d Elders hastened To catch th’ Adulterer. 1698 
Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 314 He came to me full mouth’d 
in the King’s Name. 1735 SomERVILLE Chase 11. 410 The 
full-mouth’d Pack With dreadful Consort thunder in his Rear. 

b. 1605 Narr. Murthers Sir $. Fitz (1860) 6 The 
fulmouth’d report of infamous rumour. 1620 QuARLES 
Jonah Kjb, Had Boreas blown His full-mouth’d blast. 
c1645 Howett Le?#¢, (1655) II. 76 A full-mouth’d Language 
she [German] is, and pronounc’d with that strength as if 
one had bones in his tongue insteed of nerfs. 1708 Mor- 
TEUX Rabelais i. Ixvii. (1737) 276 With a full mouth’d 
laugh. 1856 Kane Arct. Lxfl. I. xxii. 279 These faithful 
servants generally bayed their full-mouthed welcome from 
afar off. 

Hence Fullmou‘thedly adv., with a full mouth ; 
uncompromisingly. 

1887 Saintspury Hist. Elizab. Lit. iv. (1890) 154 The 
earlier Satires..denounce lewd verses most fullmouthedly. 


Fullness, fulness (fu'lnés). [f Fun a.+ 
-nESS. OF. had fy//mes=OHG. folnissz :—OTeut. 
*fullinassu-z; but as the existing word does not 
appear before the 14th c. it was prob. a new forma- 
tion rather than a refashioning of the older word. 

The spelling /dézess, though less common (exc. in the 
U.S.) than //nzess, is here adopted as more in accordance 
with analogy: see the remarks s.v. DuLLNEss.] 

The quality or condition of being full. 

1. The condition of being filled so as to include 


no vacant space. 

1577 B. Gooce Heresbach’s Hush. 1. (1586) 80b, The 
equall medley of heat and cold, drieth and moisture, fulnesse 
and emptinesse. 1632 LirHcow 7¥av. vi.254 How commeth 
it to passe..that the Lake it selfe never diminisheth, nor 
increaseth, but alwayes standeth at one fulnesse. 1692 
Bent ey Boyle Lect. vii. 223 If the presence of this ethereal 
Matter made an absolute Fulness. @1716 Sourn Sev. 
(1737) II. iv. 145 Like water in a well, where you have ful- 
ness in a little compass. 


b. fig. Of the ‘heart’: The state of being over- 


charged with emotion. 

1625 Bacon Ess., Friendship (Arb.) 165 A principall Fruit 
of Frendship, is the Ease and Discharge of the Fulnesse 
and Swellings of the Heart. 1797 Mrs. Rapciirre /talian 
xx. (1824) 636 He yielded to the fulness of his heart. 1885 
R. BucHanan Annan Water vi, Father only speaks out of 
the fulness of his heart, 

2. The condition of containing (something) in 


abundance, or of abounding in (a quality, etc.). 
@1340 Hampote Psalter xviii. 2 Fulnes of wisdom & 
gastly sauour. 1651 Hoxnpes Leviath, 11. xxxiv. 215 That 
Fulnesse [of the Holy Ghost] is not to be understood for 
Infusion of the substance of God. 1878 L. P. Mrrepitu 
Teeth 19 He..died in consequence of fulness of blood. 
b. concr. All that is contained in (the world, 


etc.) A Hebraism, 

a@1325 Prose Psalter xix. [1.] 13 Pe world and pe fulnes of 
it is myn. 1535 CovERDALE 1 Chron. xvii. 32 Let the See 
make a noyse, and the fulnesse therof. 1738 WrsLey Ps. 
xxiv. i, The Earth and all her Fulness owns Jehovah for 
her sovereign Lord ! 

3. Completeness, perfection; complete or ample 
measure or degree. 

¢1320 Cast. Love 283 Of oone volnes they were ful ry3ht. 
1548-9 (Mar.) Bk. Com. Prayer Offices 8b, The fulnesse of 
thy grace. 1593 Suaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, 1. i. 35 Such is the 
Fulnesse of my hearts content. 1610 Bp. CARLETON Furisd. 
2 They yeeld to the Pope a fulnesse of power as they tearme 
it, from whence all Spirituall Iurisdiction must proceed to 
others. 161x BipLe Ps. xvi. 11 In thy presence is fulnesse 
of ioy. 1667 Mirron P. “. mm. 225 The Son of God, In 
whom the fulness dwels of love divine. a1704 T. Brown 
Two Oxford Scholars Wks. 1730 1. 10 Houses where I shall 
be entertained with such fulness of delight..that [etc.]. 
1843 Mratt in Voncon/. 11. 40x Christianity is distinguished 
by..a fulness of generosity. 1855 Mirman Lat. Chr. IV. 
vu. il. 44 The papacy in the fullness of its strength. 

b. Phrases. Zhe fullness of time (=Gr. dn- 
pwpa Tov xpévov): in Biblical language, the proper 
or destined time. /7 2¢s fullness : in its full extent, 
without exceptions or qualifications. 

1560 Bisie (Genev.) Gad. iv. 4 When the fulnes of time 
was come, God sent forthe his Sonne. 1640 Howe 
Dodona's Gr. (1645) 4x And this work was done in a fulness 
of time. 175x JorTIN Sevm. (1771) I. i. 4 Which in the 
fulness of time should be made manifest, 1842 Mrs. Brown- 
inc Grk, Chr. Poets (1863) 134 Admitting the suggestion in 
its fulness. 1867 FreeMAN orm. Cong. (1876) I. App. 728 
That tale he adopts in its fulness. 

e. Copiousness or exhaustiveness (of knowledge, 
statement, or expression). 

1860 Pusey Min. Proph. 410 The words, with a Divine 
fulness, express [etc.]. 1875 Wuitney Life Lang. i. 5 To 
illustrate the principles of linguistic science. .with as much 
fullness as the limited space at command shall allow. 1885 
Manch, Exam. 8 May 5/2 The study of the ancient lan- 
guages is one which peculiarly demands fullness of know- 
ledge to make it fruitful. 1887 Spectator 3 Sept. 1188 The 
interesting matters which he describes with more or less 
fullness. 

+4. The condition of being satisfied or sated; 
satiety, repletion ; the condition of having indulged 
to excess. Ods. 

1382 Wycuir J/sa. lvi. 10 Vnshamefast doggus knewen not 
fulnesse. c¢1440 Promp. Parv. 182/1 Fulnesse of mete, 
sacietas. ¢1560 A. Scotr Poems (S.T. S.) ii. 109 Thair wes 





FULL-SUMMED. 


nowdir lad nor [4~. not] loun Mycht eit ane baikin loche For 
fowness. 1576 Freminc Fazopl. Epist. 115 As for me, if I 
may enjoy the fulnesse of my desyres, the residue of my lyfe 
will I lead in Rhodes, cx1600 Suaks, Sov. lvi. 6 Although 
today thou fill Thy hungry eyes even till they wink with 
fullness. 1666 STILLINGFL. Se7v2. (1696) I. i. 43 When God 
hath made us smart for our fulness and wantonness, then we 
grew sullen and murmured and disputed against providence. 
1682 Norris //zerocles 93 In the third place he puts Exer- 
cise, as that which corrects the fulness of diet. 

+5. The condition of being well supplied with 
what one needs. Hence, of things, abundance, 


plenty. Ods. 

c1440 Promp. Parv. 182/2 Fulnesse or plente, habun- 
dancia, copia, 1611 Suaxs. Cymb, ut. vi. 12 To lapse in 
Fulnesse Is sorer, then to lye for Neede. 1648 Eikon Bas. 
ix. 57 The Houses; to whom I wished nothing more then 
Safetie, Fulness, and Freedom. 1698 Fryer Acc. 2. India 
§ P. 225 Amidst this Fulness of every thing. 172z De For 
Col. Yack (1840) 180 Before I revelled in fulness, and here 
I struggled with hard fare. 

6. Of sound, colour, etc.: The quality of being 


full ; ‘volume’, ‘ body’. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 182/2 Fulnesse of sownde, sonoritas. 
1622 Bacon Hen. VII, 7 The .. Applauses of the People .. 
were true and vnfeigned, as might well appeare in the very 
Demonstrations and Fulnesse of the Crie. a1744 Pore 
Pastorals 1. note, This sort of poetry [pastoral] derives 
almost its whole beauty from a natural ease of thought and 
smoothness of verse; whereas that of most other kinds con- 
sists in the strength and fulness of both. 1851 ///usty. Catad. 
Gt. Exhib. I, 131 Ochres..Exhibited on account of their 
clearness, fulness of colour, body. 1879 Cassedl’s Techn. 
Educ. 1. 230/2 A subtle mingling of colour, an exquisite 
delicacy and refinement of treatment, a fulness such as 
always results from a rich mingling of hues. 1881 Standard 
18 Oct. 3/4 The wort is .. passed into a copper with 20 per 
cent. of malt-flour, to impart fullness and flavour. 

7. Full habit of body ; roundness or protuberance 
of outline. 

1613 Purcuas Pilevimage (1614) 505 Crabbes heere with 
us have a sympathy with the Moone, and are fullest with 
her fulnes, 1638 Baker tr. Balzac’s Lett. (vol. I11.) 173 
To heare of your health, and that you keepe your bodie in 
that reasonable fulnesse of flesh, which contributes some- 
thing to your gravitie. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. India & P.378 
Most of them by a Fulness of Body are subject to the 
Hemorrhoids. 1798 Ferrtar J/lustr. Sterne i. 7 A certain 
degree of fulness improves the figure. @ 1822 SHELLEY 
Pericles Ess. & Lett. (Camelot) 140 The face is of an oval 
fulness. 1841 Brewster Mart. Sc. 1. ii, In a family 
notorious for fulness, she is considered superfluously fat. 

b. A feeling of internal pressure or distension. 

1800 Med. Frni. IV. 364, I perceived a sense of fulness in 
the head, and throbbing of the arteries. 1807 /dzd. XVII. 
Pen eo distress, a sense of fulness and aching’ may 

e felt, 

8. Dressmaking. The condition of being ‘ full’. 
Also concr. the portion of material arranged in 


folds to produce this. 

1884 Hest. Daily Press 2 June 7/2 An ordinary short 
skirt .. trimmed with flounces, or other fulnesses. 1897 
Globe 18 Feb. 6/3 The fulness of this blouse effect is drawn 
in close at the waist. : 

Fullock: see Fuux v. dial. 

+ Fullo-nical, 2. Ods—° [f. L. fullonic-us (f. 
Jullon-, fullo, a fuller) + -Au.] ‘ Belonging to 
a fuller’ (Bailey 1721). 

+ Fu'llought. 02s. Forms: 1 ful(1)wiht, 1-2 
fulluht, 2-3 fuluht, ful(e)ht, 3 fulleht, 4follaut, 
fullou3t, follo3t, fullau3t, fullou(g)ht, 5 folgh- 
the. [OE. fud(Z)w7zht, noun of action f. fulwian 
(prehistoric -w¢haz): see Furi v.1] Baptism. 

c1000 Aes. Gosp. Matt. xxi. 25 Hweder wees iohannes 
fulluht be of heofonum be ofmannum, c 1175 Lamb. Hom. 
gt Underfod fuluht on cristes nome. c¢ 1208 Lay. 9617 Pa be 
time wes ifulled pbaet hit [pet child] fulleht sculde habben. 
a31228 Ancr. R. 160 He was Godes baptiste—be muchele 
heihnesse pet he heold, ine fuluhte under his honden. a 1330 
Otuel 316 Pou nost what follaut is. @1375 Yoseph Arim. 
682 Penne com Seraphes and fullou3t furst askes, 1393 
Lanci. P. PZ. C. xvut. 76 Follouht is trewe. ¢1450 Myrc 
177 Alle these be cosynes to hym for ay .. The preste bat 
folowep..pe godfader & hys Wyf knowe be-fore folghthe. 

Hence in early ME. Fu'l(e)htles a. [see -LEss], 
without baptism. Fu‘lhte v., also Fu‘lhtne 
(fulene), v. [see -EN] ¢rvans. to baptize. Fu‘lht- 
ninge, fulcninge, vi/. sb. Fu‘lenere [see -ER 1], 


(John the) Baptist. 

c1178 Lamb, Hom.73 Mon scule childre fulhten. Zé7d., 
Pa weren monie childre dede fulhtles. c12z00 Tvin. Coll. 
Hom. 15 Dre bing..pat on is rihte bileue, pat oder is fuloht- 
ninge, be pridde pe faire liflode. Jé¢d. 131 Iohan pe fulc- 
nere. Jdid. 139 Seint iohan baptiste was send into pis 
midden erd to donde brefolde wike, an is to kiden cristes to 
cume, oder is bodien fulcninge, pat bridde is fulcnen. c¢ 1200 
Ormin 9149 Sibbenn toc he peer pe follc ‘To spellenn & to 
fullhtnenn. cx205 Lay. 29769 Peo he alle fullehted and to 
gode fuseod. ax2z25 Leg. Kath. [see Fut v.}). 


Full-summed, a. 
l. Falconry. Of a hawk or its wings: In full 


plumage. 

1486 [see FULLFREME]. 1562 J. Heywoop Prov. & Epigr. 
(1867) 169 Byrdes wynges once full sumd byrdes wyll hardly 
be catcht. 1640 HowELt Dodona’s Gr. 72 The King of Birds 
-- with fullsummd wings fastning his Talents East and West. 
1671 Mitton P. &. 1. 14 Inspire..my prompted song..And 
bear through highth or depth of Nature’s bounds, With 
prosperous wing full summed, 1 

. nonce-use. Fully developed or accomplished. 

1847 TENNYSON Princ, vil. 272 These twain, upon the skirts 

of Time, Sit side by side, full-summ’d in all their powers. 


FULL-TIMER. 


Fu:ll-timer. [f. phrase fwd/ time +-mr1.] A 
child that attends school during the whole of the 
school hours; opposed to HALF-TIMER b. 

1870 Morning Post 2 June 2/1 There is no uniform rule as 
to the period either of age or knowledge when the ‘ full- 
timer’ shall become the ‘half-timer’. 1895 Mestin. Gaz. 6 
June 2/2 He [the half-timer] needn’t read so well, write so 
well, draw so well, cipher so well as the full timer at school. 

+ Fully, a. Ods. [f. Fun a.+-y 1.] Complete, 
perfect, thorough, without defect. Also, of a full 
or rounded form. 

a1300 ZL, E. Psalter cxxxviii{i]. 22 With fulli hatereden 
hated I ba. ax300 Cursor M. 9862 All es fulli pat he 
wroght. 1505 in Mem. Hen. VII (Rolls) 232 The said 
queen’s [Joanna, of Naples] breasts be somewhat great and 
fully. .they were trussed somewhat high. .the which causeth 
her grace to seem much the fullyer, & her neck to be the 
shorter. 1513 Brapsuaw St. Werburge 1. 1366 Well byloued 
father this is my fully mynde. 

Hence + Fu lily adv., completely, fully ; + Fulli- 
ness, fullness. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 10404 (Cott.) Pe takening of a hundret 
tale Al fullines it takens hale. 1375 Barsour Bruce u. 424 
And haid till erd gane fullyly, Ne war he hynt him by his 
sted. c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Baptista 207 Al pe lafe..of 
his gret fullyness has tane. 1535 Stewart Cvon. Scot. III. 
127 All the laif..wes..with the said bischop fullelie remittit. 
1588 A. Kine tr. Cazisius’ Catech. 174 S. Johne..is fullalie 
occupied in commending vnto vs brotherlie charitie. 

Fully (fwli), adv. Forms: see Fun a. and 
-LY?, [OE. /udllice, f. Fuuu a.+lice -ty 2 = OS. 
fulliko, OHG. follicho (MHG. volliche).] 

In a full manner or degree; to the full, with- 
out deficiency; completely, entirely ; thoroughly, 
exactly, quite. + Fully and by (Vaut.) = full 
and by: see By B. 1 d. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s Hist. u. iii. (1890) 104 Heo [the church] ba 
syta nes fullice zeworht ne zehalgod. 1030 Byrhtferth’s 
Handboc in Anglia VIII. 306 pet he fullice gefreetwod sy 
mid feower & twentiz tidum. cxx75 Lamb. Hom. 73 He 
nis noht fulliche cristene mon pet [etc.]. c¢1z05 Lay, 14150 
Ich beo i pine londe fulliche at-stonde. cx230 Hadi Meid. 
1r Meidenhad is te blosme bat beo ha eanes fulliche for- 
coruen, ne spruted ha neauer eft. cx1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 
29/6 Pat fulliche so holi man nas, 1340 Hampote Pr. 
Consc. 476 Unnethes es a child born fully That it ne by- 
gynnes to goule. 1389 in Lxg. Gilds (1870) 50 We fulliche 
yndirstondend 3our lettres. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 87 


Him nedip his medicyn J-maad nou3t fulliche so drie. cx44o . 


Douce MS. 55 ch. xx, Lete it nat buille fully. c1440 Gesta 
Ront. ii. 5 (Harl. MS.) Whenne the candell was li3t, bey sawe 
fully the toode sitting on his brest. 1482 Monk: of Eveshane 
(Arb.) 26 More opynner and fullyor than he knewe afore. 
1526 Pilger. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 230 b, All the powers & 
desyres of mannes soule shall be fully contented & quyeted. 
1611 Biste Kev. xiv. 18 Gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe. 1630 R. Fohnson’s 
Kingd. & Commw. 187 Italian, Spanish, and Greek, who 
fully pronounce every letter in the word. 1633 Br. Hatt 
Hard Texts 275 His eyes .. are so fully placed as is most 
comely. 1653 Baxter Chr. Concord 19 The things that we 
thought should be fullier expressed then in the ancient 
Creed, are these. 1695 Lp. Preston Boeth. 11. 63, 1 know 
that thou art one who hast been fully perswaded. 1727 A. 
Hamitton New Acc. EL. Ind. I. i. 15 Sheeps Wooll, that is 
fully as hard and coarse as Hogs Hair. 1766 Gotpsm. Vic. 
VW. iii, In this I satisfied him fully. 1769 Fatconrr Dict. 
Marine (1789) Eee, Fully and by! 1791 Mrs, Rapciirre 
Rom. Forest i, And introduced the strangers more fully to 
each other. 1845 M. Pattison ss. (1889) I. 17 Inferior 
Franks .. posted themselves, fully armed, outside. 1848 C. 
Bronte ¥. Eyre v, By the time that exercise was terminated, 
day had fully dawned. 1891 Law Times XC. 441/2 Both 
sides should be heard, and heard fully. : 

b. with numerals and expressions of quantity. 
Also (Zo eat, feed) fully =to satiety. 

a1300 Cursor M. 488 Par he badd noght fullik an vre. 
1340 HampoLte Pr. Consc. 4570 Anticrist .. Sal regne thre 
yhere and an half fully. c1380 Sir Ferumb. 2092 Fuliche 
ne is he no3t now fram pe vj fet y-mete in brede. c 1386 
Cuaucer Azzt.’s T. 111 Ne take his ese [wolde he] fully 
halfa day. ¢1425 Craft Nombrynge (E. E.T. S.) 26 By 
twene an hundryth and a thowsande, so pat it be not a 
powsande fully. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccvii. 189 The 
kyng had not yet fullych eten. 1552 Bk. Com. Prayer, 
Ordination Pref., Fully thyrtie yeres ofage. c¢1586 C’rEss 
PEMBROKE Ps, cxxxii. x, The poore.. with store of bread 
Shall fully all be fedd. 1720 Pore iad xxi. 220 Behold 
Achilles’ promise fully paid. 1863 KinGLakE Crimea (1877) 
IL. ii. 25 Hesitation lasting fully two days. 

Fullymart, obs. form of Foumart. 

Fulmar (fulmo1). [originally belonging to 
the dialect of the Hebrides, and so prob. of Norse 
origin; perh. f. ON. fi/-7 Foun (referring to the 
disgusting odour of the bird) + md-r Mrw, gull. 

That the word is, as commonly said, a transferred use of 
Julmar, Foumart, seems unlikely. The Gael. /ulmair 
and the scientific Latin frdzarus are from Eng.] pie 

A sea-bird of the petrel kind (4u/marus glacéalis), 
about the size of the common gull. Also called 
Julmar petrel, 

1698 M. Martin Voy. St. Kilda 55 The Fulmar, in Big- 
ness equals the Malls of the Second Rate. 1742 De Foe's 
Tour Gt. Brit. VV. 275 Another Bird .,.called Fulmar, about 
the Size ofa Moor-hen. 1766 Pennant Zood, (1768) II. 431 
The Fulmar supplies them with oil for their lamps, down 
for their beds. 1823 Scorespy Whale Fishery 126 In con- 
sequence of a fulmar’s darting upon _its back, and plunging 
its beak in the skin, 1863 Barinc-Goutp Iceland 406 Still 
and ghost-like buoyant Fulmars wing their way. 

Fulmar(d(e, -mart, obs. forms of FouMART. 


| Fulmen (fw'lmen). [L.; = ‘lightning that 
strikes or sets on fire, a thunderbolt’.] A 
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thunderbolt; thunder, esp. as the attribute of 
Jupiter. 

1684 I. Marner Remark. Provid. 79 The fulmeen or 
thunder-bolt is the same with the lightning. 1747 J. Spence 
Polymetis u. vi. 49 In his right hand. .he grasps his fulmen; 
his thunder, as we are used to translate that word, im- 
properly enough. 1812 Examiner 25 May 328/1 We 
recognise the..god..by his fulmen. 

Jig. ©1856 Sir W. Hamicton (Ogilv.), Reasoning cannot 
find such a mine of thought, nor eloquence such a fulmen 
of expression. s 

Fulmer(d(e, -mert, obs. forms of Foumart. 

Fulminancy (fv'lminansi), rave. [f. next: 
see -ANCY.] Fulminant character. 

1858 CarLyLe /redk, Gt.1. v. (1865) I. 46 The new King 
noticed her, and hurled back a look of due fulminancy. 


Fulminant (fvlminant), 4/7. a. and sd. [a. F. 
Julminant, or ad. its original L. fulminant-em, 
pr. pple. of fulménare: see FULMINATE v.] 

. adj. 

1. =FULMINATING, in various senses. 

1602 Futpecke Pandectes 78 Let .. his fulminant foolish 
deity .. bee measured by the law of God. 1681 H. Morr 
Lap. Dan. ii. 46 Who .. had power over Purgatory and 
Hell, thither to strike innocent Souls by his fulminant Ex- 
communications. 1693 SALMon Bates’ Dispens. (1713) 319/1 
This Fulminant Gold. 1818 Moore /udge Fam. Paris vii. 
99 Fierce was the cry and fulminant the ban. 1872 BLAcKIE 
Lays Highl. 117 From whom the fulminant Frenchman 
knew defeat. 

2. Path. Developing suddenly. 

1876 tr. Wagner's Gen. Pathol. 104 The fulminant forms 
of anthrax. 18.. AZed. News L. 41 (Cent.) The glandular 
alterations were especially pronounced in fulminant cases. 

B. sd. Something that thunders or explodes ; 
a thunderbolt, an explosive. vare. 

1808 J. BARtow Columb. vit. 557 He bids conflicting ful- 
minants expire The guided blast, and holds the imprison’d 
fire. 1891 Chambers’ Encycl.s.v. Mandeville, This book 
was a pothouse fulminant, levelled against the ethical 
theories of Shaftesbury. 

Fulminate (fv'lmine't), 5d. [f. Funmin(ic) + 
-ATE.] A compound of fulminic acid with a base, 
detonating by percussion, friction, or heat. 

1826 Henry lew. Chen. 1. 456 A class of salts, to which 
they have given the name of fulminates. 1860 Pirsse Lad. 
Chem. Wonders 253 Fulminate is prepared with nitric acid 
.-alcohol..and mercury. 1864 Watts Dict. Chen. Il. 732 
Fulminate of Copper is obtained in green crystals. Jdzd., 
Fulminate of mercury, Mercuric fulminate, Fulminating 
Mercury. Lbid. 737 Fulminates of Zinc. The neutral salt, 
also called fulminating zinc, was first obtained by Liebig. 

Fulminate (fwlmineit),v. Pa. t. and pa. pple. 
5-6 fulminat, 6-8 (pa. pple.) fulminate.  [f. 
L. fulminat- ppl. stem of fulminare to lighten, 
strike with lightning, f. /2/vzen lightning. ] 

I. In physical senses. 

1. zuztr. To thunder and lighten. vare. 

1610 J. Davies Wits Pilgrim Livb, With a firy Wreathe 
bind thou my Brow That mak’st the Muse in Flames to 
fulminate. 1656 S. HoLtanp Zara (1719) 60 It tonitruated 
horribly, fulminating promiscuously from all parts of the 
troubled Hemisphere. [Meant for ludicrous bombast.] 1742 
Younc Wt. Th. 1x. 490 Loud Etnas fulminate in love to man. 

2. To issue as a thunderbolt. 

1861 J. G. Suepparp Hall Rome iv. 164 It was on the 
latter body that the bolt of Roman vengeance first fell, and 
it was as sudden and as terrible in its effects as if it had 
really fulminated from the throne of Capitolian Jove. 

+3. Metallurgy. Of gold: To become suddenly 
bright and uniform in colour. Ods. 

1727 P. Suaw tr. Boerhaave’s Chem. (t741) 1.71 note, Till 
--the gold have fulminated, as the refiners call it. 

+4. trans. To strike with lightning. Ods. rare. 

1666 Sancrorr Lex Jgnea 40 Shall our Mountain. .be 
fulminated, and thunder-strook. 

5. To flash forth like lightning. 

1630 Ranpotrn Panegyr. to Shirley's Gratef. Serv. A iij, 
Icannot fulminate ortonitruate words. .nor makea iusiurand, 
that [etc.]. 1863 Mrs. C. Crarxe Shaks. Char. ii. 46 The one 
(Beatrice’s wit] is fulminated in brilliant coruscations .. the 
other [Rosalind’s wit] shines with gentle, genial radiance. 

6. ?+ a. trans. To cause to explode with sudden 
loud report (0ds.). bb. zxtr. To explode with a loud 


report, detonate, go off. 

1667 HensHaw in Sprat Hist. R. Soc. 275 If you fulminate 
it [salt-petre] ina Crucible. 1799 G. Smirn Laboratory I. 
235 The nitre and tartar will soon begin to fulminate. 1853 
W. Grecory Jorg. Chen. (ed. 3) 255 A dark powder is 
formed, which fulminates violently when heated. 

II. jig. 

[Originally a rendering of med.L. /v/minare, the technical 
term for the formal issuing of condemnations or censures 
by the pope or other ecclesiastical authority; afterwards 
used with wider application and with reference to the 
literal sense.] i 

7. trans. To ‘thunder forth’ ; to utter or publish 


(a formal condemnation or censure) upon a person, 

c 1480 Henryson Tale of Dog 80 The Arbiteris. . The sen- 
tence gaif, and proces fulminat. 1532-3 Act 24 Hen. V///, 
c, 12 § 2 Notwithstandynge. .it should happen any Excom- 
mengement ., to be fulminate, promulged, declared, or put 
in Execucion. 1560 Rottanp Crt. Venus ut. 17 The mater 
was to be fulminat. 1682 Mews /r. Hrance 37 The Pope 
sent..a Bull of Excommunication, which he required him 
..to fulminate in his Name againstall the Assembly. 1726 
Ayurre Parvergon 157 All Ecclesiastical Persons. .to whom 
an Ordinary Jurisdiction is given.. may fulminate these 
Church-Censures. 1750 Warsurton Docty. Grace U. Vv. 
Wks. 1811 VIII. 339 Judgments. . fulminated with the air of 
one who had the divine Vengeance at his disposal. 1816 J. 











FULMINATION. 


Scotr Vis. Paris (ed. 5) Pref. 27 The maledictions he 
[Napoleon] fulminated against our Island. 1832 tr. Sis- 
monadi’s Ital. Rep. xii. 272 The pope fulminated a bull 
against him..for having hanged an archbishop. 1871 
Narueys Prev. § Cure Dis. 1. iii. 112 Kings have fulmi- 
nated their decrees against it. 

8. To strike with the ‘ thunderbolts’ of ecclesias- 
tical censure; hence ge. to denounce in scathing 
terms, condemn vehemently. 

1687 DrypEn Hind § P. u. 584 For all of ancient that you 
had_before..Was Errour fulminated o’er and o’er. 1688 
T. Browne Reasons Bays Changing Relig. 15, I fulminated 
Johnsons affected Style. 1760 Huron in Le/t. late eminent 
Prelate (1809) 311, Burnet’s Exposition | find was fulminate}; 
and, had the Convocation been as busy, twenty years ago, 
as Dr. Atterbury would have it, I should have been in pain 
for the Divine Legation. 1773 Burke Sp. Prot. Diss. Bill 
Wks. X. 37, I would have the Laws rise in all their majesty of 
terrours, to fulminate such vain and impious wretches. 1 
W. Taytor in Anz, Rev. 1V. 263 The catholic church .. 
fulminates without hesitation a Julian or an Elizabeth. 

9. zntr. Of the pope, etc.: To issue censures or 
condemnations (agaznst); gen. to ‘thunder’, inveigh 
violently agaznst. 

1639 Futter Holy War 1. xxx. (1647) 162 Before his 
time the Imperiall majesty..was never fulminated against 
with excommunication. 1660 R. Coxe Power & Subj. 215 
Pope Paul .. after he had fulminated so dreadfully against 
him, proposed him for an Example to be imitated. 1768 
BosweE tt Corsica ii. (ed. 2) 65 The Vatican from whence the 
holy father used..to fulminate with serious effect against 
the greatest powers in Europe. 1792 Bar. Munchausen's 
Trav. xxxiv. 159, 1 .. seized the Speaker, who was fulmi- 
nating against the Aristocrats, 1849 Sir J. STEPHEN Zcc/. 
Biog. (1850) I. 466 Pulpits fulminated, presses groaned. 
1852 GLADSTONE Gleam. (1879) IV. xxiie 157 It will be the 
duty of the Pope himself to fulminate against them. 

Hence Fu‘lminating vé/. sd., the action of the vb. 

1693 W. Satmon Bates’ Disfens. (1715) 537/t You need 
not fear its fulminating in the drying. 

[ad. L. fed- 


+ Fulminate, £//. a. Obs. rare. 
minat-us, pa. pple. of fulminare (see FULMINATE 
v.).] Fulminated, emitted as a thunderbolt. 

1659 Baxter Key Cath, xlv. 315 They [the Jesuits] were 
the only cause that incensed the Pope to send so many 
fulminate Breves to these Kingdoms. 

[f. Fut- 


Fulminating (fv'lmine'tin), AA/. a. 
MINATE v. + -ING2.] That fulminates. 

1. Detonating, violently explosive. 

Lulmninating gold, mercury, platinum, silver, various 
fulminates or salts of fulminic acid. Mudminating pane 
(see quot. 1879). Hulminating powder, formerly, a mixture of 
nitre, potash, and sulphur ; now sometimes applied to other 
violently explosive powders, chiefly containing fulminate of 
mercury. 

1646 Sir T. Browne Pseud, Ep. u. v. 89 These afford no 
fulminating report. 1665 Hooke JZicrogr. 35 These I found 
to have quite lost all their fulminating or flying quality. 169 
Ray Creation 1. (1704) 80 For fulminating Engines. 1695 
Woopwarp Wat. Hist. Earth ww. (1723) 227 The Fulminating 
Damp will take Fire at a Candle. 1794 J. Hutron Philos. 
Light, etc. 210 This fulminating composition. 1807 T. THom- 
son Chenz.(ed. 3) IL. 12 This powderisfulminating gold, which 
is composed of five parts of yellow oxide of gold and one part 
ofammonia. /ézd. 423 Mr. Howard. .has given it the name 
of fulminating mercury. 1858 GREENER Gusnery 22 Nothing 
can resist the exceeding intensity of the action of fulmi- 
nating powder. 1879 Rossirer Dict. Sci. Terms, Fulimt- 
nating pane, glass plate coated on each side with tin-foil, 


- which, when electrified, can be discharged with a spark. 


1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. WV. 146/2 Fulminating silver, 
even when moist, will explode by percussion. 
b. Producing a brilliant flash when ignited. 
1676 Lister in Ray’s Corr. (1848) 124 The fulminating 
powder, which the spikes of Muscus Lycopod. yield. 
2. fig. That thunders or hurls forth censures, de- 
nunciations, or the like; also, that is thundered 


forth. 

1626 T, H[awxins] Caussin’s Holy Crt. 127 Rome, from 
whence came all the fulminating thunders, and bloudy 
Edicts agaynst Christians. a@1693 Urqunart Raéelais 111. 
xii. 93 A powerful and fulminating Goddess. 1734 tr. 
Rollin's Anc. Hist, (1827) 11. 1. 91 This fulminating decree. 
1790 Burke /y, Rev. 16 All things in this his fulminating 
bull are not of so innoxious a tendency. a@ 1839 PRrarp 
Poents (1864) 11. 273 Hits Sent slyly out by little wits, A 
fulminating breed. 


Fulmination (fylminéi‘fan). [ad. L. frelmina- 
tion-em, n. ofactionf.fulminare(see FULMINATE?.).] 

1. The bursting forth of thunder and lightning. 
In quots. only fzg.: cf. 4. 


1623 Cockrram, //2Zmination, thundring. 1630 BULWER 
Anthroponet. 126 Like wicked Outlawes despising the ful- 
mination of divine Anger. 1868 Brownine Ring § Bk. 1x, 
606 St. Paul..Deplored the check o’ the puny presence, 
still Cheating his fulmination of its flash. 1869 GouLBURN 
Purs. Holiness 96 He beats down with His fulminations 
the old idols of prejudice. 


2. The action of fulminating or detonating; loud 


explosion, ‘ 

1667 Hensuaw in Sprat Hist. R. Soc. 275 The Volatile 
part that was seperated from it in the fulmination. 1765 
Hamitton in Phil. Trans. LV. 176 Mariotte..calls these 
bubbles [in boiling water] fulminations. 1794 J. Hurron 
Philos. Light, etc. 232 Another species of explosion, which 
has been termed fulmination. 1885 Syd. Soc. Lex., Fulmi- 
nation, an explosion with noise, resulting from the sudden 
decomposition of a chemical substance. 

+3. Metallurgy. (See FULMINATE v. 3.) Obs. 

1612 Woopatt Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 271 Fulmination 
.. is a metallicall gradation, with excoction to an absolute 
perfection in Cinerition, whose purity is declared by an 
effulgent splendor. 

75-2 


FULMINATORY. 


4, The formal emission of an ecclesiastical con- 
demnation or censure (see FULMINATE v. II). Subse- 
quently with a more general sense: Violent denun- 
ciation or threatening; an instance of this, a terrific 
explosion of indignation. 

1s02 Ord. Crysten Men (W. de W. 1506) tv. viii. 191 For 
the twenty fulminacyons that they make at this day comenly. 
1532-3 Act 24 Hen. VII, c. 12 § 3 The sayde fulminacions 
of any of the same interdictions. 1606 Cr¢. & Vimes Jas. 1 
(1849) I. 63 Their protestation against the Pope’s fulmina- 
tion, 1726 AyLirre Parergon 132 These Fulminations from 
the Vatican were turn’d into Ridicule, 1809 Knox & JrBB 
Corr. 1. 556 Gross vice-is not, in the first instance, to be 
encountered with menaces and fulminations. 1845 H 
Rocers £ss. I. iii. 122 Awaiting the fulmination of the 
bull. 1858 Zzmes 6 Aug. 11/2 His .. generals were more 
strictly bound down by great fulminations never to attack 
without permission. 1861 Miss C. Fox ¥ruds. II, 280 
John Bright is great fun, always ready for a chat and 
a fulmination. 

Fulminatory (fo lminata:ri), a. [ad. F. fud- 
méinatoire, f. L. fulmindre: see FULMINATE v. and 
-ory.] Sending forth fulminations, thundering. 

1611 CoTcr., “xlminatoire, fulminatorie, thundering, 
lightening, destroying, terrible. 1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 
1721-92 in Battey. 1820 Examiner No. 641. 475/2 One of 
the framers of the fulminatory preamble. 1837 CaRLYLE 
Fr. Rev. Il. v. ii, Its speculatory Height or Mountain, 
which will become a practical fulminatory Height. 1840 
J. Quincy Hist. Harvard Univ. I. 134 Their violent and 
fulminatory measures, 

Fulmine (fy'lmin),v. [ad. L. flmin-are: see 
FULMINATE 7. ] 

1. trans. To send forth (lightning or thunder). 

1590 SPENSER /’, Q. 11. ii. 5 As it had beene a flake Of 
lightning through bright heven fulmined. 1830 W. Puituirs 
Mt. Sinai iv. 381 A sound As ’twere of thunder fulmined 
nigh at hand, O’erwhelm’d his hearing. 

b. fig. To ‘thunder’ or flash out. 

1847 TENNYSON Princ. 11. 118 She fulmined out her scorn 
of laws Salique And little-footed China, 

2. intr. To ‘thunder’, speak out fiercely or 
energetically. Now chiefly in echoes of Milton’s 
use (quot. 1671). 

1623 tr. Favine’s Theat. Hon, ui. xiii. 276 He had inter- 
dicted and fulmined against the Emperour. 1671 Mitton 
P. R. wv. 270 Whose resistless eloquence Wielded at will 
that fierce Democratie, Shook the Arsenal and fulmined 
over Greece. c¢1820 S. Rocers /taly, Luigi 35 How unlike 
him who fulmined in old Rome! 1870 Lowett Study 
Wind. 384 Listening to him who fulmined over Greece. 

Fulmineous (folmi-nés), a. ? Obs. [f. L.ful- 
mine-us (f. fulmin- FULMEN) +-oUS.] Pertaining 
to thunder or lightning. 

1727 in Bartey vol. Il. 1744 ¥. Claridge’s Shepherd of 
Banbury’s Rules 3x The fulmineous matter in the air is set 
on fire. 1766 G. Canninc Axti-Lucretius 1v. 318 Than the 
flame fulmineous fiercer far. 


Fulmi‘nic (folminik), a. Chem. [f. L. fulmin- 
(with sense derived from FULMINATE v.) +-1¢.] In 
fulminic acid C,H,N,O,, nitro-acetonitril, an 
acid (not yet isolated) forming explosive salts with 
some metals, 

1825 Hamitton Dict. Terms, Fulminic Acid,in Chemistry, 
an acid capable of combining in different proportions, with 
different bases, and thus forming as many detonating salts. 
1850 Dauseny A/om. The, vii. (ed. 2) 215 Cy 2+oxygen 
2+Aq. 1 forms fulminic acid. 1864 H. Spencer Biod. I. 8 
The various fulminating salts are all formed by the union with 
metals, of a certain nitrogenous acid called fulminic acid. 

Fulminous (folminas), a. [f. L. fulmin- Fouu- 
MEN + -ous.] Of or pertaining to thunder and 
lightning ; fulminating. 

1635 Heywoop //zevarch. u. 63 In his hand A Trisulc 
thunderbolt or Fulminous brand. 1665 Sir T. Browne 
Wks. (1835) 1V. 354 The like fulminous fire killed a man in 
Erpingham church. 1876 F. Harrison Choice Bks. (1886) 
122 Sad as those fulminous imprecations on mankind, when 
Lear bows his head to the storm, 

Fulminurate (fvlminitire't). Chem. [f. as 
next +-ATE; see URATE.] A salt of fulminuric acid. 

1864 Warts Dict. Chem. Il. 739 Fulminurates. Ful- 
minuric acid appears to be monobasic; at all events all the 
fulminurates hitherto obtained contain only z at, metal in 
place of hydrogen, ; 

Fulminuric (fvlminiiierik), a. Chem. [f. Fut- 
MIN-10 + Urto.] Only in Fulminuric acid (see 
quots.) ; F2lminuric ether. 

1864 Watts Dict. Chem. Il. 738 Fulminuric Acid 
C*H*N*O' Isocyanuric acid. An acid isomeric with cya- 
nuric acid. bid. 741 Fudminuric Ether : see Fulminurate 
of Ethyl. 1879 Rossirer Dict, Sci. Terms, Fulminuric 
acid .. an anhydrous crystalline substance obtained from 
fulminic acid. 


Fulness : see FULLNESS. 

+ Fulsa’mic, a. Obs. rare—. 
FULSOME + -10.] = FULSoME. 

1694 Concreve Double Dealer ut. x, O filthy Mr. Sneer}; 
he’s a nauseous figure, a most fulsamick Fop, Foh ! 

+ Fulsion. Ods. vare—. [as if ad. L. */ulsion- 
em, {. fulgére to shine.] The action of shining 
forth; an instance of this, 


1690 W. Lrynourn Cursus Math. 782 Fourteen of the 
Extream Fulsions, or of the brightest shinings of Mars. 


Fulsome (fv'lsom), a Forms: 3-5 fulsum, 
4-8 fulsom, 5- fulsome ; also 5 folsome, 6 ful- 
soom, 7 fullsome, (9 foulsome), 6 Sc. fowsum, 
7,9 Sc. fousome. [f. FULL a. +-SoME, 


[? corruptly f. 
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It is possible that there may have been a ME. filsum 
(f. fal, Four a.) which has coalesced with this; but the 
supposition is not absolutely necessary to account for the 
development of senses.] 

+1. Characterized by abundance, possessing or 
affording copious supply; abundant, plentiful, full. 

c1250 Gen, §& Ex, 2153 De .vii. fulsum 3eres faren. ?a 1412 
Lypc. Lyfe our Ladye (Caxton) Av, For alwey God gaf 
hyr to her presence So fulsom lyght of heuenly influence. 
lbid. Bv b, Like as a fulsum welle Shedyth his stremys in 
to the ryuere. ¢1440 — Secrees 723 At Ellyconys welle This 
philisoffre by fulsom habundance Drank grettest plente. 
1481 Hart Worcester Z2lle on Friendsh. B viib, Though 
he..were sette in moost folsom plente. c1510 Barciay Air. 
Gd.. Manners (1570) Ciij b, Folowe fulsome fieldes habun- 
daunt of frument. 1515 — Lgdoges tv. (1570) Ciij a, Suche 
fulsome pasture made him a double chin. 1571 GoLpinG 
Calvin, on Ps. \xxiii. 26 Much more fulsome is Davids 
confession [orig. Longe plenior est Dauidis confessio]. 1583 
— Calvin on Deut. xcii. 571 Likewise of their firstfruites 
instede of making good fulsome sheaues and bundels vnto 
God, they gelded them, and made them verie thinne and 
lanke. [1868 Hetrs Realmah II. xi. 80 My complaint of 
the world .. is this—that there is too much of everything... 
and so I could go on enumerating..all the things which 
are too full in this fulsome world. I use fulsome in the 
original sense.] : 

+b. Growing abundantly, rank in growth. Ods, 

1633 Costlie Whore w. i.in Bullen O, PZ IV, Plucke up 
the fulsome thistle in the prime. 

+ 2. Of the body, etc.: Full and plump, fat, well- 
grown; in a bad sense, over-grown. Ods. 

1340-70 Alex. § Dind. 497 Wip be siht clene We ben as 
fulsom 1-founde as pou3 we fed were. c1400 Destr. Troy 
3068 With a necke..Nawber fulsom, ne fat, but fetis & 
round. 1865 GoLpING Ovid's Met. vu. (1567) 85a, His leane, 
pale, hore, and withered corse grew fulsome, faire, and 
fresh. 1593 Ricu Greene's Newes G iij b, A chuffe-headed 
Cardinall with a paire of fulsome cheekes. 1628 WITHER 
Brit, Rememb, vi. 637 For either arme in such a mould is 
cast As makes it full as fulsome as their waste. 1664 H. Morr 
Myst. Inig. 238 A fulsome and over-grown and unwholesome 
Flesh, 1678 Otway Friendship in F.u.i, Tis such a fulsom 
overgrown Rogue ! 

+b. Overfed, surfeited. Also fig. Ods. 

1642 Rocrers Naaman 24 Lazy, Laodicean temper of a 
fulsome, carelesse, surfeted spirit. Z6zd. 346 Doth he not 
deserve at our hands more then a faint fulsome grant with 
Martha, thou canst doe all things. 1805 A, Scorr Poems 
40 (Jam.) Nor fall their [?read ¢/ey] victims to a fulsome rift. 

+c. App. used for: Lustful, ‘rank’. Ods. 

1596 Suaxs. Merch. V. 1. iii. 87 The fulsome Ewes. [Cf. 
vancke in line 81.] 

+3. Of food: Satiating, ‘filling’, tending to cloy 
or surfeit ; also, coarse, gross, unsuited to a dainty 
palate. Ods. 

c1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. \xiii, It shulde so soone be 
fulsome and not comfortable deynte. 1555 W. WATREMAN 
Fardle Facions i. vi. 94 This kinde of meate onely, serueth 
them all their life tyme..and neuer waxeth fulsome vnto 
theim. 1577 Harrison Exgland u. vi. (1877) 1. 160 Our 
ale..is more thicke, fulsome and of no continuance. 1594 
Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits xii. (1596) 198 Though the 
same were a meat of such delicacie and pleasing rellish, yet 
in the end, the people of Israell found it fulsome, 1614 
Br. Hari Recoll. Treat. 488 A little honie is sweet ; much, 
fulsome. 1655 Mourer & Bennet Health's Iniprov. (2746) 
229 A gross and fulsome Nourishment, unless they meet 
with 3 strong and good Stomach. a@ 1668 Davenant ews 
Jr. Plym. (1673) 3 Their gross feedings On fulsome Butter, 
Essex Cheese. 1735 Pore Donne Sat. 1. 118 Carthusian 
fasts, and fulsome Bacchanals. 1742 Younc WV¢, Th. vu. 
263 Why starv’d, on earth, our angel-appetites; While 
brutal are indulg’d their fulsome fill? 1770 Witkes Let. 
29 July in Corr, (1805) IV. 76, I dined with the lord-mayor 
-. We had two turtles, and a fulsome great dinner. 

+b. Having a sickly or sickening taste; tending 
to cause nausea. Ods. 

160r Hotranp Pdiny I. 434 The oile. .is very fulsome and 
naught to be eaten. 1614 Br. Hatt Recoll. Treat. 248 
The very sight of that cup, wherein such a fulsome potion 
was brought him, turnes his stomacke. 1694 WESTMACOTT 
Script. Herb, 6 The common Anise-Seed-Water ..is the 
most fulsom and insalubrious of Strong-waters. 1743 Lond. 
& Country Brew. u. (ed. 2) 107 A certain sour, fulsome 
Quality that the former Wort left behind. 

+e. fig. Cloying, satiating, wearisome from ex- 
cess or repetition. (Cf. sense 7.) Ods. 

1531 Exyor Gov. 1. xxi, Lest in repetyng a thinge so 
frequent and commune, my boke shulde be .. fastidious or 
fulsome to the reders. 1601 Suaxs. T'wed. NV. v. i. 112 If it 
be ought to the old tune, my Lord, It is as fat and fulsome 
to mine eare As howling after Musicke. 1605 CAMDEN 
Rent. (1637) 43 The Spanish majesticall, but fulsome, running 
too much on the 1633 RoGers 7veat. Sacraz. 1. 163 
Who then wonders if the Supper of Christ..be as a fulsome 
thing unto you? 1694 Appison Ezg. Greatest Poets Misc. 
Wks. 1726 I, 36 The long-spun allegories fulsom grow, While 
the dull moral lyes too plain below. 1709 SrEELE Tatler 
No. 70 P 4 As too little Action is cold, so too much is fulsome, 

+4. Offensive to the sense of smell; a, Strong- 
smelling, of strong, rank, or overpowering odour. 
b. Foul-smelling, stinking. Ods. 

1583 STaANyHurST veis u. (Arb.) 66 Eeeh path was ful- 
soom with sent of sulphurus orpyn. 1606 Sir G. Goose- 
cappe t, ii. in Bullen O. PZ. II]. 14 Heres such a fulsome 
Aire comes into this Chamber. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 507 
They are commonly of rank and fulsome smell; as May- 
Flowers and White Lillies. 1683 Tryon Way to Health 
x19 That is the reason why fryed, baked and stewed Food 
does send forth a stronger and fulsomer scent than other 
Preparations. 1725 BrapLey Fam. Dict.s.v. Malt, The Kiln 
ought to have conyenient Windows, that your gross 
Steams, fulsom Damps, and stupifying Vapours may pass 
freely away. 











FULSOMELY. 


+5. Offensive to the senses generally ; physically 
disgusting, foul, or loathsome. Ods. 

21507 Communyc. (W. de W.) Aij, Man is but fulsome 
erthe and claye. 1579 Lyty Euphues (Arb.) 130 Whereby 
they noted the great dislyking they had of their fulsome 
feedinge. 1595 Suaks. Yoh i. iv. 32, I will..stop this 
gap of breath with fulsome dust. 1621 Burton Anat, Wel. 
I. li, 1. ii. (1651) 53 She vomited some 24 pounds of fulsome 
stuffe of all colours. Jdéd. 11. li, 1. i. 232 Calis .. would use 
no Vulgar water; but she died .. of so fulsome a disease 
that no water could wash her clean. 1627 Drayton Agin- 
court etc. 199 A thousand silken Puppets should haue died, 
And in their fulsome Coffins putrified, Ere [etc.]. 1 
Davenant Unfort. Lovers wv, Who once departed, know this 
fulsome world So much unfit to mingle with their pure 
Refined ayre, that they will returne. 1720 T. Boston Hume. 
Nat. in Fourfold St. (1797) 152 They cleave fondly to these 
fulsome breasts. [1849 Zaz?’s Mag. XVI. 120/2 Hundreds 
of dogs..are annually committed to the abysses of these 
foulsome waters. ] AL 

6. Offensive to normal tastes or sensibilities ; ex- 
citing aversion or repugnance; disgusting, repulsive, 
odious. ? Ods. exc. as in sense 7. 

c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Fulian 496 Of his wykytnes Pat 
fulsume til al gud-men wes. ?a1400 Morte Arth, 1061 
There thow lygges, ffor the fulsomeste freke that fourmede 
waseuere! 1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 713/2 Tindall 
.-with hys fulsome feeling fayth. 1579 Tomson Calvin's 
Serm, Tim. 464/2 It is a foule and fulsome thing, whiche 
shee must leaue off. 16121 Cotcr. s.v. Robin, A filthie 
knaue with a fulsome queane. 1635 QuArLEs 7d. m1. ii. 
(1718) 133 Seest thou this fulsom ideot? c1645 HowELi 
Lett. (1650) I. 188 A phlegmatic dull wife is fulsome and 
fastidious. 1680 Otway Orphan 1. i. (1691) 3 Now half the 
Youth of Europe are in Arms, How fulsome must it be to 
stay behind, And dye of rank diseases here at home? 1684 
Sir C. Scrore AZisc. Poenzs 112 Let not his fulsome armes 
embrace your waste. 1702 Pore Wife of Bath 173 Fulsom 
love for gain we can endure. 1780 Cowrer Progr, Err. 
291 And lest the fulsome artifice should fail, Themselves 
will hide its coarseness with a veil. 1819 W. TENNANT 
Papistry Stornid (1827) 29 Have at a fousome kirk, and 
batter Her lustfu’ banes untill they clatter! 1826 Scorr 
Woodst. iii, In a booth at the fulsome fair. 

+b. Morally foul, filthy, obscene. Ods. 

1604 SHaxs. O¢h. tv. i. 37 Lye with her: that’s fullsome. 
1680 DrypEen Pref. to Ovid's Epist. (1633) A iij b, A certain 
Epigram, which is ascrib’d to him [the emperour]..is more 
fulsome than any passage I have met with in our Poet. 
1682 SHADWELL Medal 3 Thy Mirth by foolish Bawdry is 
exprest ; And so debauch’d, so fulsome, and so odd. 1719 
D’Urrey Pills (1872) I. 327 And earn a hated living in an 
odious Fulsome way. 1726 AmueErst Terre Fil. xxvi. 144 
What followed was too fulsome for the eyes of my chaste 
readers. 5 . 

7. Of language, style, behaviour, etc.: Offensive 
to good taste; esp. offending from excess or want 
of measure or from being ‘over-done’. Now chiefly 
used in reference to gross or excessive flattery, over- 
demonstrative affection, or the like. 

1663 Br. Patrick Parad. Pilgr, 201, I never heard any- 
thing so fulsome from the mouth of man; and found my 
self .. impatient of such silly stuff. 1692 BentLEy Boyle 
Lect. vi. 189 They were puffed up_ with the fulsome Flat- 
teries of their Philosophers and Sophists. 1702 RowE Tamzerd. 
ut, i, 108 Bear burke thy fulsom Greeting to thy Master. 
1762 Gotpsm. Cit. W. xviii, Concealed disgust under the 
appearance of fulsome endearment. 1782 J. Warton £ss. 
Pope I. xii. 338 This fawning and fulsome court-historian. 
1784 Cowrer Yask vi. 289 The fulsome cant And pedantry 
that coxcombs learn with ease. 1802 Mar. EpGEwortH 
Moral T, (1816) I. 226 The fulsome strains of courtly adu- 
lation. 1873 Symonps Grk, Poets vi. 169 Pindar was never 
fulsome in his panegyric. 1874 Hexrs Soc. Press. xiii. 778 
This fulsome publicity I have described. 

b. quasi-sd, 

1742 H. Wavrote Lett. H, Mann (1834) I. xxiv, 104 Some 
choice letters from Queen Anne, little inferior in the ful- 
some to those from King James to. . Buckingham. 


+ Fulsomehead. 0és. [f. FuLsomz + -HEAD.] 
Plentifulness, abundance. 
c1280 Gen. & Ex. 1548 Heuene dew and erves fetthed, OF 


win and olie fulsum-hed. d7d. 2128 Do .vij. 3er ben 3et to 
cumen In al fulsum-hed sulen it ben numen. 


Fulsomely (fulsomli), adv. [f. Funsome + 
-LY 2.]_ Ina fulsome manner. 


+1. Abundantly, plentifully, fully. Ods. 


@ 1300 Cursor M. 17805 (Gétt.) Ga we pan fulsumli peder. 
¢ 1350 Will. Palerne 4325 Pann were spacli spices spended 
al a boute fulsumli at be ful to eche freke ber-inne. 1412-20 
Lypc. Chron. Troy, The foyson and plente Of kyngly 
fredom unto hye and lowe So fulsomly gan there to reygne 
and snowe. c1440 Hytton Scala Perf. (W. de W. 1494) 
m1. xxvii, He that woll..fulsomly fele the loue of Jhesu in 
his sowle. : 3 

2. In a way that causes surfeit or nausea; in a 
way that offends the senses; cloyingly, sicken- 
ingly ; disgustingly, loathsomely. 

1536 BELLENDEN Cron. Scot., Cosmogr. & Descr. Albion iv. 
(1541) B ij b, Thow sall fynd thaym throw thair intemperance 
and surfet diet,sa fowsumlie growin. 1563 //omzlies uu. 
Repairing Ch. (1859) 274 Suffered Gods House to bee in 
ruine and decay, to lye uncomely, and fulsomely. 1572 
J. Jones Bathes Buckstone 10b, Neyther with such [euill 
ayre] as commeth of houses fulsomely kept. 1599 NAsHE 
Lenten Stuffe (1871) 91 The very embers whereon he was 
singed..fumed most fulsomely of his fatty droppings. 1620 
Venner Via Recta (1650) 34 It is nauseous and fulsomely 
sweet. 1708 Brit, Apollo No. ‘kee pi Who but in the 
Lushious delight, Which fulsomely Cloys. 


3. In a way that is offensive to good taste (see 
Futsome 7). + Also, coarsely, obscenely (00s.). 


1677 SEDLEY Ant, § Cé. 1. i, Your slighted love..Can 
you forget? and fulsomely pursue The man with kindness 


FULSOMENESS. 


who despises you? 1678 Cupwortn Jntel/. Syst. 553 
Apuleius also..grosly and fulsomely imputes the same to 
Plato. 1693 Drypen Fuvenal Ded. (1697) 34 The Act of 
Consummation fulsomly describ’d in the very Words of the 
most Modest amongst all Poets. 
World 1v.v, That nauseous cant, in which men and their 
wives are so fulsomely familiar. 1748 RicHarpson Clarissa 
(1811) III. Ixv. 377. Mr. Belford seems..although very 
complaisant, not so fulsomely so as Mr. Tourville. 1849 
Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 225 The language of these compo- 
sitions was. .fulsomely servile. 1861 Pearson Early & Mid. 
Ages Eng. 444 Praising a king fulsomely during his lifetime. 

Fulsomeness (fz'lsamnés). ([f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or state of being fulsome. 

+1. Abundance, plentifulness, fullness. Ods. 

¢ 1386 Cuaucer Sgr.’s T. 397 The knotte, why that every 
tale is told, If it be taryed til that lust be cold.. The savour 
passeth ever lenger the more, For fulsomnes of his prolixité. 
a1400 Prynter (1891) 95 Y seyde in my fulsumnesse [zz 
abundantia mea). c1430 Lypc. Min. Poems (Percy) 14 
Bochous schewed ther his fulsomnes Off holsome wynes to 
every maner wighte. 1447 BokENHAM Seyztys (Roxb.) 274 
Of wych ioye kyng dauyd bus seyde expresse, I lord with 
pi fulsumnesse sacyat shal be, 

+2. The quality of cloying, surfeiting, or nausea- 
ting the palate; grossness, sickliness, or offensive- 
ness of savour. Also, the state of being cloyed or 
surfeited. Also jig. Ods. 

1481 Hart Worcester Tulle on Friendsh, C iija, Ther is 
not suche fulsomnesse in frendship, as ther is in other 
thynges, ffor frendship fareth as wine which may be kepte 
many yeres. 1576 Newton Levnie’s Complex. 156a, 
The body lacking exercise, gathereth fulsomnes & pesti- 
lent sauours. 1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits xii. (1596) 
1gt Our soule hath a fulsomnesse at this slight meat. 1620 
Venner Via Recta viii. 169 They induce fulsomenesse, and 
subuert the stomacke. 162r Burton Anat. Mel. 1. il. UL. 
(1651) 238 To absterge belike that fulsomeness of sweet, to 
which they are there subject. 1656 H. More Exthus. Tri. 20 
Quickned and actuated. .(as the fulsomnesse of sugar is by 
the acrimony of Lemons). 1688 CLayton in Phil. Trans. 
XVII. 979 A strong sort of Tobacco, in which the Smoakers 
say they can plainly taste the fulsomness of the Dung. 1876 
TrencH Synon. N. T. |xi. 219 By ‘fulsomeness’ is indicated 
the disgust and loathing from over-fulness of meat as well 
as of wine. a 

+3. The quality of being offensive or disgusting 
to the senses; foulness, loathsomeness. Ods. 

1363 Homilies uu. Repairing Ch. (1859) 277 All these 
abominations they..have cleansed and purged the churches 


of England of, taking away all such fulsomeness and filthi- ° 


ness as [etc.]. 1610 Price Creat. Prince Bj b, Others haue. 
described them by some diseases, to manifest the fulsom- 
ness and loathsomnesse thereof. : - 

4. The quality of being offensive to good taste 
(esp. by over-adulation or the like). * Also, coarse- 
ness, obscenity (ods.). (See FULSOME 6-7.) 

1693 Drypen Yuvenal Ded. (1697) 60 No Decency is 
consider’d, no Fulsomness omitted. 1699 BentLey Pha, 
Pref. 50 How a man may commend himself, without Envy 
or Fulsomness. 1845 Lp. Campsett Chancellors (1857) I. 
Iviii. r79 Rather a proof of the bad taste in pulpit oratory 
prevailing..than of any peculiar servility or fulsomeness. 
1881 Zzzes 13 Mar. 9/3 Adulation became an art,.and was 
carried to a pitch of fulsomeness beyond modern conception, 

Fulsun, var. of FInsEn v. Ods., to aid. 

13.. Gaw. § Gr. Kut, 99 As fortune wolde fulsun hom be 
fayrer to haue. : 

Fulth. 00s. exc. dial. Also Sc. Fouru. [f. 
Fut a.+-tH; cf. length, depih.| Fullness. Also 
=Finz sé.l, in Zo eat one’s fulth. 

1325 Metr. Hom. 7 Ax the fulthe of tim was comen. 
c1375 Sc. Leg. Saints, Paulus 863 Quhare hele beis ay 
but seknes .. fulth but hungir. @ 1400-50 Alexander 2171 
Pare hi§ forrayouris fand pe fulth of vitaill. c¢ 1425 Wyn- 
ToUN Cyox. I. xiii. 12 Fra fwlth of mete. 1641 Best Farm. 
Bks. (Surtees) 5 A lambe will fall .. to eatinge of grasse, 
when it is aboute a moneth .. olde; yett if it have its fulth 
of milke it will forbeare the longer. 1855 Ropinson Whitby 
Gloss. s.v., Take and eat your fulth on ’t. 1881 Leicestersh. 
Gloss., Fulth, fulness, full growth, perfection, as applied to 
flowers, &c. 

Fulthe, early ME. form of FiurH. 

+ Fultum. Ods. Also 1 fultéam, 3 foltom. 
[OE. fultum, fultéam, f. *fulltéon (=OHG. folla- 
ztohan) to assist, f. FULL adv. + téon to draw, TEE v. 
Cf, Tram f. the root of the simple vb, With regard 
to the sense-development see the remarks s.yv. 
Foutow v.] Help, assistance, support ; also concer. 
one who or something which helps. 

Beowulf698 Ac him dryhten for-zeaf .. frofor and fultum. 
a800 Erfurt Gloss. 360 Emolomentum, fulteam [Corpus 
Gloss. fultum]. ¢11x73 Lamb. Hom.105 Purh drihtnes fultum, 
¢120s Lay. 417 Pat Troynisce folc mid his fulle fultume 
nomen.. Brutus & makeden hine to duke. c¢ 1250 Gen. & 
Ex. 2824 Of me sal fultum ben de bro3t. 

+ Fulve, a. Obs. rare. [ad. L. ftlo-us : see 
FuLvous.] =Fu.Lvous. 

1657 Tomtinson Renou’s Disp. 252 Whose surcles are very 
slender, fulve, odorate. be ; 

Fulvescent (fulvesént), a. [f. L. /wlv-us (see 
FULvovs)+-ESCENT.] Passing into a fulvous tint, 
somewhat tawny. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Entomol, (1828) IL. xix. 124 xete, The 
ventral segments are fulvescent. 1819 G. SAMOUELLE 
Entomol, Compend. 287 Those of a fulvescent colour. 

Fulvid (flvid), a. Now rare. [ad. med.L. 
Sulvid-us, f. L. fulvus reddish-yellow.] = Futvous, 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 40/1 Take a 
fulvide or blewe woollen cloth. 1642 H. More Song of Soul 
1. 1. iii, The fulvid Eagle with her sun-bright eye. 168: — 
Exp. Dan. 27 A Beast of a fulvid or Golden colour, 1860 
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Sir Rohan’s Ghost vi. 133 Something in the softened light, 
through the fulvid noon, was moving here. 

Hence Fu'lvidness. 

1685 H. More ///ustvation 304 The fulvidness of the Sand 
of the Sea. — 

+ Fulvify, v. Obs. rare. [f. L. fulo-us (see 
next) +-(1)FY.] ¢vans. To make fulvous. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 142/2 Fulvefye, 
or make it yellow with the poulder of pomegranate shelles. 

Fulvous (fv lves), a. Chiefly Vat. Hist. [f. 
L. fulv-us reddish-yellow + -ous.] | Reddish- 
yellow, dull yellowish-brown or tawny. 

1664 Brae Aphor. Cider xxxix. in Evelyn Pomona 26 
A more fulvous or ruddy colour. 1688 R. Hopme Armoury 
u1. 246/1 A Thistle-finch..hath..Neck & Back of a fulvous 
or reddish Ash colour. 1828 Stark Elem. Nat. Hist. 1. 93 
Fur shining fulvous brown. 1839 G. Raymonp in Wew 
Monthly Mag. LVI. 312, I now clearly distinguished an 
expansive eagle .. on the fulvous panel of the hinder boot. 
1848 LoweELt Biglow P. Poems 1890 II. 8 A Nemean lion, 
fulvous, torrid-eyed. 

|| Fulwa (fwlwa). [corruptly ad. Bengali 
Phulwara, the native name of Bassta butyracea.] 


(See quots.) Also fulwa-butter. 

1835 Penny Cycl. 1V. 2 Bassta butyracea, the Indian 
butter-tree, also the /z/wa, or Phulwara-tree..This phul- 
wara butter will keep many months. 1866 77veas. Bot., 
fulwa, a solid buttery oil obtained from Bassia butyracea. 
1885 Syd. Soc. Lex. Fulwa butter, the concrete oil of the 
seeds of Bassia butyracea. 

Fulyie (fw'lyi), sd.1 Sc. Also 5-9 fulye, 6 fulze, 
9 fulzie, foolyie. [var. of Fort sd.1] 

+1. A leaf. Ods. 

1513 Doucias A?nezs xu. Prol. 89 Euery faill Ourfret 
with fulzeis of figuris full diners. 1819 W. TreNNANT 
Papistry Storni'd (1827) 113 Sae thick they [Bees] owr the 
fulzies stalk. 

2. Gold-leaf. 

_ €1450 Golagros & Gaw. 939 The fulye of the fyne gold fell 
in the feild. 1488 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scott. (1877) I. 85 
A buke with levis of gold, with xiij levis of gold ful3e. 
1808-80 Jamieson, lye 2. Leaf gold... We still use fulye 
in the same sense, without the addition of the term gold. 

Fulyie, fulzie, 50.2 Sc. Also 5-6 fulye, 8 
foulyie, 9 foulzie, fuilzie. [app. f. next vb.; the 
primary sense appears to be ‘what is trampled 


underfoot’. Cf. FULLAGE. 

The prevailing spelling in official documents and news- 
papers is /wdzie, which often receives the anglicized pro- 
nunciation (fv'lzi). The z, however, historically represents 
ON i the purely popular pronunciation is (fz'lyi) or 

wii). 

1. The sweepings or refuse of the streets. 

15338 Lxtr. Aberd. Reg. (1844) 154 Assis nor fulze. 
1692 Act Sederunt 4 Aug., The muck and fulzie of the 
towne. 1826 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 174 
When towns’ bodies .. are pestilential wi’ filth and foulzie. 
1833 Act 3 § 4 Will. IV, c. 46 § 111 Scavengers..to remove 
the dung or fuilzie thereof. 1863 Dazly Rev. 22 Oct., They 
received about £7000 for the fulzie of the town 

2. Manure. 

1492 Acta Dom. Conc. 289/2 Pe tatht & fulye of pe said 
nolt & scheip. 1721 Ketty Sc. Prov. 308 The Master’s 
Foot is the best Foulzie. 

3. Comb. : fulyie-man, a scavenger. 

1826 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 197 A ginshower 
aneuch to sicken a fulzie-man. 

+ Fu‘lyie, v. Sc. Obs. [Sc. var. of For z.] 
trans. in various senses of For. a. To trample 
on. b. To injure, destroy. ec. To defeat, over- 
come. d. To dishonour, violate (a woman). 

c1480 Golagros §& Gaw. 928 He..Pertly put with his pith 
at his pesane, And fulyeit of the fyne maill ma ban fyfty. 
c1470 Henry Wallace wv. 456 Sone wndir feit ful3eid was 
men of wer. Jézd. x1. 22 Hagis, alais, be laubour that was 
thar, Fulzeit and spilt. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. III. 350 
Seand his men so fulzeit in that fecht, 1536 BELLENDEN 
Cron. Scot. (1821) I. 165 He, with unbridlit lust, fulyeit his 
anttis. @ 1807 Christmas Ba’ing xxvi. in J. Skinner JZzsc. 
Coll, Poet. (1809) 131 Tam Tull..Saw him sae mony fuilzie 
[ed. 1805 foolyie]. 

Hence Fu-lyeit f/. a., exhausted, worn out. 
Also Fulyear, one who dishonours (women). 

1508 Dunsar Zva mariit wemen 63 Birdis..lattis thair 
ful3eit feiris flie quhair thai pleis. Zézd@. 86 Nothir febill, 
nor fant, nor ful3eit inlabour. 1536 BELLENDEN Coz, Scot. 
(1821) II. 20 He wes ane..fulyear of matronis. 

Fum (fvm), sd.. Also fung. [corruption of 
Chinese fung (hwang).] A fabulous bird (by 
Europeans commonly called the phcenix), one of 
the symbols of the imperial dignity in China. 

1820 Moore Fume §& Hui Wks. V. 132 One day the Chinése 
Bird of Royalty, Fum, Thus accosted our own Bird of 
Royalty, Hum. 1825 C. M. Wesrmacotr Zzg. Sfy I. 332 
The fum or Chinese bird of royalty. 

+ Fum, v. Obs. [echoic.] 

1. intr. To play (on a guitar) with the fingers. 
Cf. Srrum, THrum ws. 

1607 Dekker & WessterR Westw. Hoe v. Wks. 1873 II. 
349 Follow me, and fum as you goe, 1672 DrypEn Assig- 
nation Mi. iii, He fums on the Guittar. : 

2. ¢rans. ?To thump, beat. (The quot. is negro- 
Eng.; but cf. Fum-rum b.) 

1790 J. B. Moreton W. Indies 154 Then missess fum me 
wid long switch..Me fum’d when me no .. me fum'd too if 
me do it, : 

So with reduplication Fum-fum, (@) expressing 
the sound of a stringed instrument; (4) a thumping 
or beating. 








FUMBLE. 


1656 Eart Monn. Adut. fr. Parnass. 326 Trivial Fidlers, 
who play fum fum in the meanest Assemblies. 1885 Blackw, 
Mag. Oct. 522/2 He got fum-fum for purloining again. 

Fuma‘cious, @. vare—°. [f. L. famare to 
smoke, after the analogy of Lat. adjs. in -dc-em : 
see -AcIOUS.] Fond of smoking. 

1864 in WEBSTER. 

Fumade (fizme!:d). Also 6-9 fumado, (7 fu- 
matho). Also corruptly Farr Marp. [app. ad. 
Sp. fumado (fuma'do) pple., smoked ; the spelling 
Jumatho seems to indicate retention of the original 
pronunciation.] A smoked pilchard. 

1599 Nasue Lenten Stuffe (1871) 61 Cornish pilchards, 
otherwise called Fumados. c1600o Norpen Sec. Brit., 
Cornw. (1728) 23 The dryed ware they carrye into Spayne, 
Italie, Venice .. and in those partes tooke name Fumados, 
for that they are dryed in the smoake. 1602 Carew Corv- 
wall 33a, @1661 Futter Worthies, Cornwad/ 1. (1662) 194 
Then (by the name of Fumadoes), with Oyle and a Lemon, 
they [Pilchards] are meat for the mightiest Don in Spain. 
¢1682 J. Cotuns Making of Salt 105 This sort [of salted 
Herrings] are commonly called Fumathos. 1859 WaLcoTt 
Guide Devon & Cornw. 525 Pilchards, which elsewhere are 
known as ‘ Fair maids’, are here called Fumados. _ 

Furmage!, st. [ad. med.L. fuimagium, f. 

Jum-us smoke.] Hearth-money. 

1755 in JOHNSON. 1765 BracksTone Cowen. I. vii. 323 
As early as the conquest mention is made in domesday 
book of fumage or fuage, vulgarly called smoke farthings ; 
which were paid by custom to the king for every chimney 
in the house. 1876 S. DowELL Zaxes zx Eng. (1888) I. 1. 
to A fumage, or tax of smoke farthings, or hearth tax.. 
ranges among those of the Anglo-Saxon period. 

+Furmage%. Ods.-° [a. F. fumage, f. fumer 
to dung.] (See quot. 1725.) 

1676-1732 CoLrs, Fusage, manuring with dung. 1725 
Bravitey Fam. Dict., Fumage, a Term in Agriculture 
signifying Dung, or manuring with Dung. 

|| Fumago (fizméi-go). [mod.L., f /fam-us 
smoke.] (See quot.) 

1887 Frnl. Soc. Arts 2 Sept. 918/1 The soot dews, or 
fumagos, are a genus of fungi which are mainly epiphytes 
-. The fumago settles upon the upper sides of leaves. 

Fumant (fizmant), a. Her. [a. F. fumant 
pr. pple. of fzemer to smoke.] (See quot.) 

1828-40 Berry Encycl. Her. 1, Humant, emitting vapour 
or smoke. 1889 in E_vin Dict. Her. 

Fumarin (fizmarin). Chem. [f. mod.L. Fuma- 
via FumiIToryY.] (See quot. 1864.) So Fuma‘ric 
acid (see quot.); Fu'marate, a salt of this acid. 

1864 Watts Dict. Chen. 11. 741 Fumaric acid. C1H'O0+4 
..An acid isomeric with maleic acid..It is produced by the 
dehydration of malic acid. did. 743 Some of the fumarates 
are crystalline, others pulverulent, and most of them have 
amild taste. bid. 747 Fumarine, an organic base, con- 
tained in fumitory (Wumaria officinalis). 1876 Hartry 
Mat. Med. 362 The lichen contains. .a little fumaric acid. 

Fumarole (fizmaroul). Also fumarol, fume- 
role. [ad. F. fumerolle (fumarolle): see FEME- 
RELL.] A hole or vent through which vapour issues 
from a volcano; a smoke-hole, 

1811 Pinkerton Petyad. I1. 548 A more proper name for 
these ignited hills and spots would be fumarols. 1830 
Lyett Princ. Geol. 1. 342 Fumeroles or small crevices in 
the cone through which hot vapours are disengaged. 1852 
Blackw. Mag. UXXI1. 522 Cracks..are produced in the 
solid rocks; smoking fumeroles appear. 1882 W. G. Mar- 
SHALL Thro. Amer. xv. 315 ‘The Californian Geysers are 
rather fumaroles—an immense collection of vents from 
which hot air is emitted. 

Fumart, var. of FOUMART. 

Fumatho, obs. form of FUMADE. 

+Fuma‘tic. Obs. rare. [f. L. frim-us 
smoke; ? a derisive parody of PNEUMATIC.] 

1641. True Char. Untrue Bishop 7 He hateth his enthu- 
siastick fumaticks, who talk so much of the Spirit. 

Fumatory (fizmatori), sd. Also incorrectly 
fumitory. [f. Lat. type */amatorium, f. fiimare : 
see next and -ory.] 

+1. A censer. Obs. rare! 

¢ 1830 in Gutch Cod/. Cur. I. 318 The mending of a Fumi- 
tory waying more then it dyd before by d. oz. = 

2. A place set apart for smoking or fumigating 


purposes. 

a1704 T. Brown Wes. (1730) II. 179 To sot away your 
time in Mongo’s fumitory among a parcel of old smoak- 
dry’d cadators. 1842 Fraser's Mag. XXVI. 361 The great 
united talent of the age..had alighted .. on this great 
‘fumatory’ [Manchester]. 1851 S. Jupp J/argare? 1. Vv. 
(1871) 238 We haye erected a Fumitory for the more com- 
plete cleansing of all that pass this way. Uebel cr 

Fumatory (fiz-matori), a. [f L. type */uma- 
tori-us, f. fimare to smoke, f. fiimus: see Fume sd. 
and -ory.] Of or pertaining to (tobacco-) smoking. 

1847 Blackw. Mag. LX1. 744 This fumatory process pro- 
ceeded for some time almost in silence. 

+ Fumay, v. Hunting. Obs. rare. Also § fe- 
may, femy, fymay. [?ad. AF. */u-, femecter ; 


| cf. OF. femets and femier, fumier dunghill, femer 


(mod.F, fumer) to manure ; the ultimate source is 
L. fimus dung.] intr. Of certain animals, esp. the 
hare: To evacuate excrement. 

1486 [see Crorey v., FEN v.']. 

Fumble (fu'mb’l), v. Also 6 fomble, [Of 
obscure origin: equivalent forms exist in other 
Teut. langs.; cf. Du. fommelen, LG. fummeln, 
Jommeln, Sw. fumila, to fumble, grope; prob. 


FUMBLE. 


onomatopeeic; cf. bumble, jumble, mumble, stumble, 
also FAMBLE, FIMBLE v/s. Possibly the formation 


of the word may have been in part suggested by 
the sb. which appears as OE. /olm(e, OS. *folm 
(pl. folmos), OHG. folma hand; cf. ON. falma 
(Icel. fé/ma) to grope, with which Sw. fama, Da. 
famle (=FAMBLE v.) are commonly regarded as 
identical. ] 

1. zxtr. To use one’s hands or fingers awkwardly 
or ineffectually; to grope about. Zo fumble at: to 
make clumsy attempts at doing or handling (some- 
thing). Zo fumble for or after: to make clumsy 
attempts toreach or grasp. Also ¢o fumble about. 

1534 More Ox the Passion Wks. 1293/1 The dyuel.. 
should not be able to reache hys [Christe’s] heade..but 
only to fumble about his foote. 1563-87 Foxe A. § JZ. 
(1596) 1858/2 She desired him to looke in his Testament. 
Then he fumbled and sought about him for one. 1599 SHAKS. 
Hlen. V, u. iii. 14 For after I saw him fumble with the 
Sheets, and play with Flowers .. I knew there was but one 
way. 1602 Dekker Satirvout, Wks. 1873 I. 219 What made 
these paire of shittle-cockes heere?_ What doe they fumble 
for? @1680 BurLer Rev. (1759) I. 108 Those, that cannot 
play, delight to fumble on Instruments. 1739 R. Butt tr. 
Dedekindus’ Grobianus 251 He vainly fumbles at the fatal 
Door. 1768-74 Tucker L#. Wat. (1852) I. 288 If you set a 
man with gloves on, or a rustic whose hands are hard by 
labour to take off a single sheet, he will fumble about a 
long while. 1809 W. Irvinc Axickerb. (1861) 169 Seeing 
him lay down his pipe and begin to fumble with his walk- 
ing-staff. 1855 Macautay Ast. Hug. ILI. 361 The soldiers 
were still fumbling with the muzzles of their guns .. when 
the whole flood of Macleans, Macdonalds, and Camerons 
came down. 1859 KinGstey JZzsc. (1860) II. 139 He.. 
fumbled for the bible in his boot. 1874 BurNanp My Time 
xiv. 119 ‘ Let me see’ said [he] .. fumbling about in all his 
pockets. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1612 T. ‘Taytor Comm. Titus iii. 5 He will be nibling 
and fumbling at all these as far as he dare. 1656 H. More 
Enthus. Tri. (1662) 1 The foulness of his Mind makes him 
fumble very dotingly in the use thereof. 1678 CupworTH 
Intell. Syst. 683 Our Mechanick or Atomick Theists, will 
have their Atoms, never so much as once to have Fumbled, 
in these their Fortuitous Motions. 1686 N. Cox Gentd. 
Recreat. v. (ed. 3) 47 If he [horse] fumbles with his Corn, 
then give him no more at that time. 1784 J. Barry in 
Lect. Paint. vi. (1848) 223 Any artist .. fumbling through 
three or four strata of colour before he can find them. 1870 
M. D. Conway Zarthw. Pilgr. xxiii. 267 Englishmen are 
still fumbling about Mount Sinai in the East. 

c. ? quasi-zvans. with complement. 

1864 LoweLt Mirestde Trav. 110 A hostler fumbled the 
door open. 1887 Pznch 19 Mar. 143/2 Dizzy, then Premier, 
fumbled his eyeglass into position. 

2. trans. To handle awkwardly or with nervous 
clumsiness. Also with oz, o1t, over. 

1606 Suaks. 77. § Cy, 1, iii. 174 And with a palsie fumbling 
on his Gorget, Shake in and out the Riuet. @1658 CLEVELAND 
To T. C, 17 A Nut which when thou’st crack’d and fumbled 
o’er Thou 'lt find the Squirrel has been there before. 1681 
Dryven Spanish Friar t.i, His greasy bald-pate choir Came 
fumbling o’er the beads, in such an agony, They told ’em 
false for fear, 1756 Connoisseur No. 134 (1774) 1V. 228 The 
old women. . fumbling over their tattered testaments till they 
have found the text. 1801 GaBrieLit Myst. Husband I. 235 
The fugitives. .having fumbled out their bundles in the dark, 
first handed them to him. 1840 Tuackeray Bedford-Row 
Conspir.i,{ He] came forward, looking very red, and fumbling 
two large kid gloves, 1894 Sata Things I have seen 11. xx. 
254 [he coin. .I very soon tarnished by fumbling it.. between 
my hot, moist little fingers. 

Jig. 1895 Westm. Gaz. 30 May 3/t His incident must 
come to him naturally or he fumbles it. 

b. spec. In games with a ball, Zo fumble the 
ball: to fail to take it ‘cleanly’; to stop or catch 
it clumsily. 


c. Zo funrble one's way: to find it by groping. 

1801 GasriELii Myst. Husd. 111. 80 She started up, and 
fumbled her way down the dark stairs. 1879 G. W. CABLE 
Old Creole Days 13 Late that night a small square man.. 
fumbled his way into the damp entrance. 

3. To wrap up clumsily, huddle together. Also 
with 2. 

¢1572 Gascoicne Pruites Warre (1831) 212 Constreynd 
to sit..Close in a corner fumbled vp forfeare. 1588 SHAKS. 
Tit. A. 1. ii. 58 What dost thou wrap and fumble in thine 
armes? 1606 — 77. § Cy. 1v. iv. 48 As many farwels as 
be stars in heauen, With distinct breath, and consign’d kisses 
to them, He fumbles vp into a loose adiew. 162z Motte 
Camerar. Liv. Libr. i. xiii. 189 They send them [their 
women] forth so couered, vailed, and fumbled up. 1647 
FuLier Good Th. in Worse T. (1841) 140 So many fumble 
this, last and next weeks devotion all in a prayer. 1681 [see 
Fumsiine ff2. a. dj. 1830 Fraser's Mag. 1. 342 The 
attenuated, sham, filagree work .. wherewith Mr. Thomas 
Moore has thought fit to fumble up the personages of his 
* Lalla Rookh’. 

4. slang. (Cf. FuMBLER b, FuMBLING ///. a. c.) 
Also absol. or intr. 

1508 Dunsar Txa mariit wemen 134 3it leit Ineuer that 
larbar .. fumyll me, without a fee gret. c1690 Sat. on 
Lawyers in Collect. Poems 18 Old Maynard.. Who mumbles 
all Day, and fumbles all Night. 1754 SHepprarE Matvi- 
mony (1766) II. 239 The old Man..rejoicing to see her 
return in Good-Humour, fumbled away the Night. 1762 
Gotpsm. Vash 180 Impotent posterity would in vain fumble 
to produce his fellow. 

5. intr. To hesitate in speaking ; to speak halt- 
ingly or indistinctly; to mumble, mutter. 

1563 Homilies u. Agst. Gluttony (1859) 305 A drunkard.. 
fumbleth and stammereth in his speech. 1591 Tvoub. Raigne 
i. Fohn u, (1611) 110 He fumbleth in the mouth, His speech 
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doth faile. 1600 Hortanp Livy xii. xxvi. (1609) 1130 
Being..found fumbling in their answere [Aesitantibus im 
vresponso| they were commaunded to void out of the Counsel- 
chamber. x161rx [see FAMBLE v.]. 1647 Trapp Comm. Matt. 
xxvii. 38 His tongue did so fumble and falter in his head. 
1704 CiBBER Careless Husb. 1. i, How silly a man fumbles 
for an excuse, when he is a little ashamed of being in love. 
1828 Scort /’. M7, Perth viii, Never lose time fumbling and 
prating about it. 

b. trans. To speak (words, etc.) indistinctly or 
hesitatingly. Also with oud, wp. 

1555 Even Decades 46 He fumbeleth certeyne confounded 
woordes with hym selfe. 1579 Futke Heskins’ Parl. 370 
M. Heskins fombleth out the matter with a foolish caueat. 
1583 STaNnyHuRST nets 1. (Arb.) 74, I..With stutting 
stamering at length thus fumbledan answer. 1584 FENNER 
Def. Ministers (1587) 121 He blameth vs for fumbling vp 
those things, which we answered distinctlie inough. 1602 
Marston Antonio's Rev. iw. ii. Wks. 1856 I. 127 She 
fumbled out, thanks good, and so she dide. 1749 CHESTERF. 
Lett. (1792) Il. cexili. 319 As soon as I had fumbled out 
this answer. 

Hence Fu'mbled Z//.a. Also Fumble s0., a 
piece of fumbling, a bungling attempt at some- 
thing; sfec. in ball games, a clumsy handling of 
the ball; + also, confused utterance, mumbling. 

1647 Warp Szmip. Cobley 84 The world’s a well strung 
fidle, mans tongue the guill, That fills the world with fumble 
for want of skill. ¢ 1831 J. Witsonin Lang Life & Lett. Lock- 
hart (x897) I1. 109 He [Wilson] called Lockhart’s remarks ‘a 
feeble fumble of falsehood’. 1884 F. D. Mitter in Harger's 
Mag. Dec. 134/1 The newspapers grew sticky, fumbled, and 
worn at the hands of the frequent readers. 1895 Dazly 
Chron. 17 Jan. 6/4 At the first fumble of a Surrey back, 
Maturin rushed round. 


Fumbler (fombloz). Also 6 fumblar, Sv. 
fumler. [f. FumMBLE v.+-zR1.] One who fumbles, 
in senses of the vb. Cake fumbler: see CAKE Sd. 9. 

1519 Horman Vlg. 31 No man shulde rebuke..a stuttar 
orfumblar. c1800 K. Wuirr Rev. 11.49 The work of, Sir, 
your humble Servant (Who, though I say’t, am no such 
fumbler). 1826 J. Witson Woct. Ambr. Wks. 1855 I. 92, 
I must not let down the character of the work, to flatter 
a few feckless fumblers. 1879 Gro. Evior 7heo. Such viii. 
145 A man..may be a mere fumbler in physiology and yet 
show a keen insight into human motives. 


b. slang. (See quot. a 1700.) 

1640 Brome Sfaragus Garden 1. ii, What stay we for, 
can you tell fumbler? 1679 OtpHam Sat. Woman 129 
Wks, (1698) 1.147. _@1700 B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Funibler, 
an unperforming Husband, one that is insufficient. 1719 
D’Urrey Pills V. 349 Wench Fumblers give ear ev'ry Man. 
1748 SmoLtetTr Rod. Rand. xi. (1804) 56 In the mean-time 
give mea kiss, you old fumbler. 1818 Sournry Le/z. (1856) 
III. 90 A married couple, who have had no children, after 
a certain number of years, are compelled by their neighbours 
to give what we call a Fumbler’s Feast. 

Fumbling (f#mblin), vé/. sd. [f FumBiE z. 
+-ING1,] The action of the vb. FuMBLE. 

1562 J. Heywoop Prov. § Efigr. (1867) 217 This man in 
his breech feelyng such fumblyng. 1601 WerEEvER Jirr. 
Mart. C ij, Now are we dwarfs, they [our issue] will be 
pismires then, This is the fumbling of our aged men. 1645 
Miron Colast. Wks. (1851) 351 Your second Argument, 
without more tedious fumbling is briefly thus. 1762 STEVEN- 
son Crazy Tales 49 Vhere’s a disorder we call Fumbling, 
Amongst the men call’d Fighting shy. 1875 KinGLAKE 
Crimea (1877) V.i. 366 That impotent fumbling after car- 
bines or pistols. 1892 Jessopr Stud. by Recluse Pref. (1893) 
15, I do not call these stray papers Essays, but mere Studies 
—fumblings if you will. 

Fumbling, #//. a. [f. as prec. + -InG?.] 

a. That fumbles or gropes about; also, charac- 
terized by fumbling. 

1847 Emerson Poems (1857) 62 The frost-king ties my 
fumbling feet. 1848 Dickens Dombey xxxiv, She attired 
herself, with fumbling fingers. 1865 Max MULLER Chips 
(1880) II. xxv. 286 The fumbling efforts of gentlemen in 
removing their gloves before shaking hands. 1889 H. F. 
Woop Englishm. of Rue Cain v, A spare individual .. 
entered. .after a fumbling rap at the door. 

b. jig. That does something clumsily or awk- 
wardly ; also, hesitating in speech, mumbling. 

1532 More Confut. Tindale Wks. 698/t Not anye true 
feelynge faythe, but a false fumblyng fantasye. «#1577 
Gascoicne Herbs, Weedes, etc. Wks. (1587) 114 Wyth 
hollow voice and fumbling toong thus spoke. 1597 Hooker 
Eccl. Pol, vy. \xii. § 14 Such are their fumbling shifts. 1602 
Marston Antonio's Rev. 1. i. Wks, 1856 1. 75, I could eate 
Thy fumbling throat, for thy lagd censure. 1638 BAKER 
tr. Balzac’s Lett. (vol. III) 258 He hath .. but a very 
fumbling speech, 1681 Hickerincitn Vind. Truth 1. 36 
A fibling..fumbling Arch-Deacon. 1848 KincsLey Sazzt’s 
Trag. v. iii, There are wrongs The fumbling piecemeal law 
can never touch. 

c. Sexually impotent. 
FUMBLER b. 

1576 Newton Lewznie’s Complex. 81 b, They be vnto 
carnall coiture fumbling, slow, and not greatly therto 
addicted. @1703 Pomrrer Poet. Wks. (1833) 17 Dull old 
age, with fumbling labour, cloys Before the bliss. 1710 
brit. Apollo 111. No. 77. 3/2 Their Fumbling Neighbours 

. cannot Enjoy ‘The Pleasure of getting a Girl, or a Boy. 
1786 Burns Scotch Drink xii, How. fumblin cuifs their 
dearies slight. 

Jig. @1577 GascoIGNE Gardninges 32, Herbs (1587) 164 
If barreyn soyle, why then it chaungeth hewe, It fadeth 
faste, it flits to fumbling yeares, 1684 Otway Prod. Lee’s 
Constantine, Fumbling, itching Rhimers of the town [proud] 
T’ adopt some base-born Song that’s not their own. 1689 
HickeErinciLt Ceremony-Monger Introd. Wks. (1716) II. 500 
Impotency is supply’d by Fumbling Registers. 

d. (See FUMBLE z. 3.) 
1681 Crowne Hen. VJ, 1. 3 Pox o” these fumbling robes ! 


Cf. FUMBLE v. 4 and 





FUME. 


How came my warlike spirit wrapt in these Formalities, 
that hold my hands from blood? 

Hence Fu'mblingly adv. Reteree Ree! 

Zz 1n umbiin, . - . 
Teco Deis Potnoeiis (ten) 760/' Many aToad 
scholars speak but fumblingly. 1870 Daily News 9 Nov., 
He is obliged to put on his spectacles fumblingly. 

Fume (fim), sd. Also5feum,6fewme. [a. 
OF. fum masc.= Pr. fum, Sp. humo (earlier fumo), 
Pg., It. fumo:—L. fuimus smoke ; also OF. fume 
fem. in the same sense, a derivative (like fumée, 
which has been retained in mod.F.) of /wmer, 
Fume v. The Eng. sb. may be in part a direct 
adaptation from the Latin.] 

I. 1. The volatile matter produced by and usually 
accompanying combustion; smoke. Also with @ 


and in ff. Obs. or arch. 

2a1400 Pety [ob 279 in Hanzpole’s Wks. (Horstm.) Il. 384 
As frome the fyre departeth fume, So body and sowle a-sundre 
goth. 1447 Bokennam Seyztys (Roxb.)56 Wyth the fume he 
[angel] toke to heven his flyht. 1549-62 SterNuotp & H. Ps. 
xxi.g Like an Oven burn them, Lord, in fiery flames and 
fume. 1618 Botton /lorus ut. iv. 176 By this kinde of 
mockage defiling death as well with fire as fume. 1703 
Pore Thebais 600 While yet thin fumes from dying sparks 
arise. 1783 Priesttey in Phil. Trans. LXXIIL. 403 A 
copious black fume came from it. 1854-6 Parmorr Angel 
in H. u. Epil. (1879) 259 A fresh-lit fire Sends forth to 
heaven great shows of fume. : 

b. Odorous smoke (¢. g. that of incense, tobacco). 
+ Indian fume : tobacco smoke. 

c1400 Sowdone Bab. 681 Thai brente Frankensense That 
smoked up so stronge The Fume in her presence. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 34b/z It hath vertue tascende by the 
lightnes of the fume [of encence]. c1g50 Lioyp 77eas. 
Health(x585) Cij, Fume made of Roes lether,doth myghtyly 
sterre hym vp. 1555 EpEen Decades 138 Whose fume is 
holsome ageynst reumes and heauynesse of the heade. 
1621 G. Sanpys Ovid’s Met. x1. (1626) 230 Meane-while 
Alcyone holy fumes presents To all the Gods. 1627 
Drayton Jfoon Calf Poems (1748) 172 In some six days 
journey, doth consume Ten pounds in suckets, and the 
Indian fume. 1697 Br. Patrick Comm. Exod, xxx. 35 One 
of the most antient Ways of worshipping God; the first 
Men making a Fume, by burning parts of Trees, and 
Sbrubs. 1784 Cowrer Zask 1v. 473 Curling clouds Of 
Indian fume. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. ii, And the fumes 
of choice tobacco scent the air. x 

+e. Something used or prepared for producing 
aromatic vapour. Ods. 

1s40-1 Exyor Jwage Gov. 41 Duryng the time of his 
execucion the Emperour commaunded the beedile to crie, 
With fume shall he die, who fumes hath sold. 1656 RipGLey 
Pract. Physick 219 Rulandus makes a fume of one dram of 
white Amber to take at the Mouth. 1665 Prepys Diary 
4 Nov., They suspect by their sending for plaister and fume, 
that it may be the plague. 1679 Woop Zz/ (O. H.S.) II. 
451 A julep, 3s. 6¢.; a fume 2s. 1722 De For Plague (1884) 
207 They had burnt a great variety of Fumes and Perfumes 
in..the Rooms. : . 

2. Odour or odorous exhalation (either fragrant 
or offensive) emitted from a substance, flower, etc. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg, 251 Breke hem [braunchis of 
fenel] a litil with pi teep, and pan ou schalt blowe in his 
ize..pat be fume of be fenel mowe entre into his ize. 1483 
Caxton Gold. Leg. 10b/1 The fume & stenche of donge. 
1sog Hawes Past. Pleas. wv. iv, Aromatyke lycoure, Fra- 
graunt of fume. 1599 Lzfe More in Wordsw. Lect. Biog. 
(1853) Il. 47 The fume of hilicampana is very pleasing. 
1610 FLETCHER Faithf~. Shepherdess v. ii, Send a fume, and 
keep the air Pure and wholesome. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ 
Surg. . xiv. 115 When these [poultesses] are taken off .. 
there comes a great fume from the Wound. 1718 /ree- 
thinker No. 92 ? 6 She..cannot bear the Fumes of the Table. 
1739 R. But tr. Dedekindus’ Grobianus 17 A horrid Fume 
shall straight your Crime proclaim To ev’ry Nose. 1865 
Swinpurne Hyun to Proserpine 96 And the wind falls faint 
as it blows with the fume of the flowers of the night. 

+3. Vapour or steam given out by bodies when 
heated. Obs. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 278 Stoppe it [pe vessel] faste, 
pat per mowe come out berof no fume. 1544 PHAER Regim. 
Lyfe (1553)Civb, Receyuing the fume of the sayd decoccyon 
wythin the eyes. 1607 TorseLt Four Beasts (1658) 93 
The liver of a Roe sod in salt water, and the eyes of a 
purblinde man held over the fume or reek thereof, are cured 
of their blindeness. 16953 Woopwarp Vat. Hist. Earth 
IV. (1723) 236 Flowing out of the Mouth in Form ofa Fume, 
or crasser Vapour. ; ; 

b. The vapour given off by acids and volatile 
substances; said esp. of exhalations or vapours 
which are irritant, stifling, or the like. Rare in szzg. 

1665 Hooke Microgr. 229 Looking at bodies through the 
fumes of Agua fortis, 1680 Boyte Scept. Chemz. 1. 87 The 
Predominant Fire will Carry up all the Volatile Elements 
Confusedly in one Fume. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. H7st. (1776) 
I. 319 The fumes of hot iron, copper, or any other heated 
metal, 1800 Aled. Frul. IV. 467 The nitrat of pneum.. 
discharges the acid in red fumes. 1834 J. Forses Laennec’s 
Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 65 The inhalation of acrid fumes..some- 
times gives rise to pulmonary catarrh. 1879 Gro, GLADSTONE 
in Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1V. 17/1 The fume when given 
off from the furnace appears as a dense white smoke. 

ce. An exhalation or watery vapour rising from 
the earth, the sea, etc. 

15349 Compl. Scot. vi. 38 Al corrupit humiditeis, ande 
caliginus fumis..that hed bene generit in the sycond regione 
of the ayr. 1602 Marston Azt. § Mel. 1. Wks. 1856 I. 11, 
I descry a fume Creeping from out the bosome of the deepe. 
1635 N. Carrenter Geog, Del. u.i, 12 The vpper face of 
the Earth..sendeth forth many times certaine hot fumes 
and vapours. 1755 B. Martin Mag. Arts § Sc. xv. 103 
A prodigious Quantity of Fume and Vapours flying off from 
the Body of the Comet. 1828 J. H. Moore Pract. Navig. 


FUME. 


(ed. 20) 127 The sun’s rays upon the earth cause vapours or 
fumes to be continually rising from it. 18753 M. McIiwrairn 
Guide Wigtownshire 62 The fissure is filled with fume and 
spray. 

4. A vapour or exhalation produced as an ‘ excre- 
ment’ of the body ; esf. a noxious vapour supposed 
formerly to rise to the brain from the stomach (now 
chiefly as the result of drinking ‘strong’ or alcoholic 
liquors). 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 163 Pe lungis drawip eir into 
pe herte, for to do awei pe fume and pe untemprid heete of 
be herte. @1420 Hocctrve De Reg. Princ. 3880 Whan the 
paunch is fulle, A fume clymbethe up into the hede. 1548-77 
Vicary Anat. ii. (1888) 24 The Nayles..are a superfluitie 
of members, engendred of great earthly smoke or fume. 
1667 Mitton ?. L. 1x. 1050 Grosser sleep, Bred of unkindly 
fumes. 1697 Potrrer Axtig. Greece i. xiii. (1715) 309 
Dreams were believ’d to proceed from the Fumes of the 
last Night’s Supper. 1719 De For Crusoe u. viii, The 
wine. .raise[d] disagreable fumes from the stomach into the 
head. 1806 Gazetteer Scotl. (ed. 2) 203 The fumes of the 
whisky had taken possession of his brain, 1844 TuHirLwALL 
Greece VIII. \xiii. 240 The fumes of the wine at length 
thawed their reserve. 

II. Figurative senses. 

5. Something comparable to smoke or vapour as 
being unsubstantial, transient, imaginary, etc. 

When used with reference to flattery, the word has often a 
mixture of the notions of ‘incense’ (1b), and of sense 6, 

1531 E.yor Gov. u. i, Fainte praise that is goten with 
feare or by flaterars gyuen..is but fume whiche is sup- 
ported by silence prouoked by menacis. 1592 Snaxs. ov. 
§& Ful. 1. i. 196 Loue, is a smoake made with the fume of 
sighes. 1605 Bacon Adv. Lear. 1. i.§6. 10 Such Naturall 
Philosophie. . shall not vanish in the fume of subtile, sublime, 
or delectable speculation. 1613-18 Danis1 Coll. Hist, Eng. 
(1626) 4 Claudius..hauing much of the fume of glory, and 
little fire to raise it otherwhere. 1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 
Democr. to Rdr. (1651) 34 To smother hin with fumes and 
eulogies, 1648 Mitton Odserv. Art. Peace Wks. (1851) 566 
As if the known and try’d Constancy of that valiant Gentle- 
man were to be bought with Court fumes. 1784 CowPEr 
Task 11. 172 Great pity too.. That.. They should go out in 
fume and be forgot. 1843 Lrerevre Life Trav. Phys. 1. 
I. ix. 198 The fumes of philosophical reasoning were dissi- 
pated by more material..ingredients. 1871 R, Exuis Catud- 
tus liv. 3 Libo’s airs to a fume of art refine them. 

6. Something which ‘ goes to the head’ and clouds 
the faculties or the reason. 

1874 MWirr. Mag., Sabrine viii, For gelouzie..With frensies 
fume, enragde hir restles braine. 
67 Their rising sences Begin to chace the ignorant fumes 
that mantle Their cleerer reason. 1691 Hartcuirre Virtues 
391 Vertue doth refine and purifie our Minds, by stifling 
the fumes and steams of every Vice and Passion. 1712 
Appison Sfect. No. 281 p14 It dissipated the Fumes of 
Sleep and left mein an Instant broad awake. 1761-2 HuME 
Hist. Eng. (1806) 1V. 1x. 517 The fumes of enthusiasm pre- 
sently dissipate. 1865 M. ArnoLp #ss. Crit. il. 75 Some- 
times his head gets a little hot with the fumes of patriotism. 

7. A fit of anger, an irritable or angry mood, 
Chiefly in phrase z7 a fume. 

1522 SKELTON Why not to Court 421 In a fume or an hete 
Wardeyn of the Flete Set hym faste by the fete. 1535 
Jove Afol. Tindale (Arb.) 27 Softe & pacient, good 
wordis Tindale: and no furiouse fumes, 1539 TAVERNER 
Gard. Wysed. 1. 27b, He was in suche a fume, that he 
ranne vpon the yonge man, to haue beaten him. 1602 
Marston Antonio's Rev. 1. v. Wks. 1856 I. 88 Tis not true 
valors pride..To stab in fume of blood. 1654 Trapp Come 
Neh, iii. 20 He burst out in a heat, being angry both at 
himself and others ., and in an holy fume, finished quickly. 
1775 Jounson Lett. to Mrs. Thrale 13 June, Every now 
and then a lady in a fume withdraws her name. a@1839 
Praep Poenzs (1864) II. 96 There’s Serjeant Cross, in fume 
and fret. 1865 CarLyLe Yredk. Gt. xxi. vi. X. 103 Kaiser 
Joseph, in a fume at this, shot-off an express to Bohemia. 

b. One who is apt to ‘get intoafume’. rare—'. 

1768 STERNE Sent. Fourn. (1775) Il. 123 The notary’s 
wife was a little fume of a woman. 

TIL. 8. attrib. and Comb., as fume-black, 
-blind ; + fume-gallant (humorously), a smoker ; 
fume-worts, a book-name for plants of the N. O. 


Fumariacee (Lindley Veg. K. 1846, p. 435). 

1873 Art of Limming 6 To make a fume blacke called 
Sable. @1618 Sytvester Du Barias, Panaretus 791 A rash 
Excesse of Courage boiling fell; whose fume-blind force .. 
Resembles right a sightlesse Polyphem. 162t VENNER 
Tobacco C 4b, Let these fume-gallants enioy their vanity. 

Hence Fu'meless a., free from fumes. 

1864 in WessteER; and in later Dicts. 

Fume (fizm),v. Also 7 feum. [a. F. fumer 
= Pr., Sp., Pg. fumar, It. fumare:—L. fumare, 
f. fiint-us : see prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To apply smoke or fumes to; to fumigate. 

c1400 Lanfranc's Cirurg. 179 Herwip anoynte hise heeris, 
and firste pou schalt fumie hem wip sulphur. 1544 PHarr 
Pestilence (1553) Lvja, The Egipcyans were wont to fume 
their houses..with turpentine or rosin. 16x2 WoopALL 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 74 Succinwin .. is good .. to fume 
a ship or house in time of infectious aires. 1669 WorLIDGE 
Syst. Agric. (1681) 2t7 Fuming the holes with Brimstone, 
Garlick, and other unsavoury things, will drive them out. 
174 Compl, Fam.-Piece 1. v. 267 First fume the Vessel 
with Brimstone. : ‘ 

b. To perfume with incense; to burn incense 


before or offer incense to. J 
1641 Mitton Reform. 1 They hallowed it, they fumed it, 
they sprinkled it. 1700 Drypen Fadles, Ceyx § Alcyone 
241 She fum’d the temples with an od’rous flame. 1849-53 
Rock Ch. of Fathers IV, xii. 186 The celebrant..went up 
to the altar, and..fum’d it all about with incense. 
jig. 1784 CowPer Task v. 266 They demi-deify and fume 
him so, 





1610 SHAKS. Temp. Vv. i. 
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+e. To perfume. Obs, 

21483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. (1790) 40 That the 
kings robes, doublettes, shetes & sheortes be fumyd, by all 
the yere, of the yeoman pothecary. 1592 GREENE Poenis 
113 Crisps and scarfs, worn a la morisco, Fumed with 
sweets. 1607 Marston WVhat You Will m. i, Now are 
the Lawne sheetes fum’d. with Vyolets.. 1680 SHADWELL 
Woman-Captain 11. Wks. 1720 III. 361 Let me have costlier 
scents, andfume the room. 1740 Dyer Rains of Rome 501 
Chian Wines with Incence fum’d. 

+d. To preserve by smoking; to smoke-dry 
(provisions). Ods. 

160z Carew Cornwall 1. (1723) 33 Those [fish] that 
serue for the hotter Countries of Spaine and Italie, they 
vsed at first to fume, by..drying them with the smoake of 
a soft and continuall fire. 1661 EVELYN /wmifugtum Misc. 
Writ. (1805) 1. 228 If one hang up gammons of bacon, beefe, 
or other flesh to fume, and prepare it in the chimnies. 

e. Photogr. To expose to the fumes of ammonia. 

1890 Aspney 7veat. Photogr. (ed. 6) 164 By fuming the 
film with the vapour of ammonia .. increased vigour is im- 
parted to the print. 1890 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. 111. 68 
Some say fume ten minutes, and some say an hour, 

2. intr. To emit fumes, smoke, or vapour. 

¢ 1532 Drewes Jntrod. Fr.in Palser. 946 To fume, fuser. 
1600 Fairrax Zasso vi. 74 Like boyling liquor..That 
fumeth, swelleth high and bubbleth fast. 1613 PurcHas 
Pilgrimage (1614) 539 A Censer is there left fuming all the 
day and night. 1621 G. Sanpys Ovid's Met. 11. (1626) 29 
The Poles aboue At either end do fume. 1743 Lond. § 
Country Brew. iv. (ed. 2) 306 It will make the Drink fret 
and fume at the Bung. 1784 Cowrrer Yask v.56 A short 
tube That fumes beneath his nose. 1791-1823 D’Israr.i 
Cur, Lit. (1859) II. 259 On other occasions, they put burnt 
old shoes to fume in the censers. 1853 W. Grecory /zo0re. 
Chem. (ed. 3) 119 The acid appears as a very volatile liquid 
. fuming in the air, 1878 C. D. Warner Jn the Wilder 
mess Vi. 143 ‘The fire sputters and fumes. 

Jig. 1620 in Farr S. P. Fas. J (1848) 74 Lust’s a fire .. 
Lighting never, ever fuming. 1633 G. Hersert Zemple, 
Nature ii, If thou shalt let this venome lurk, And in sug- 
gestions fume and work. 1840 Dickens Barn, Rudge iv, 
The spiritual essence or soul of Sim would sometimes fume 
within that precious cask, his body. 

+b. tras. To cause to emit fumes. Obs. rare. 

1652 GauLeE Magastrom, 248 Frankincense being fumed, 
and candles being lighted. 1666 W. Bocuursr Lozmo- 
graphia (1894) 62 Burning or fuming vinegar and rose 
water. 1681 [see Fuminc vd/, sd.]. 

3. intr. Of smoke, a vapour, etc.: To issue, rise, 
pass off; to rise and pass away. 

1593 SHAKs. Lucr. 1043 As smoke. .which from discharged 

annon fumes. 1595 SPENSER Cod. Clout 720 Even such is 
all their vaunted vanitie, Nought else but smoke, that 
fumeth soone away. 1620 VENNER Via Recta (1650) 309 
‘The vapours. .do slowly fume and ascend to the head. 1643 
WitHer Campo Muse 17 Whence, may fume Into thy 
nostrils, that sweet-smelling savour, 1667 Mitton P. L. 
vil. 600 Incense Clouds Fuming from Golden Censers, hid 
the Mount. 1870 Bryant Jéad II. xiv. 67 From it fumes 
A stifling smell of sulphur. 

+b. Of food, wine, etc.: To rise as fumes (Zo or 
znto the head). Also with wp. Ods. 

1871 GoLpinG Calvix on Ps. \xxv. 9 Stronge wyne fum- 
inge quickly and strongly into the brayne. 1603 HoLtanp 
Plutarch’s Mor. 407 One of them when the wine had a 
little fumed up into the head, began both to speake and doe 
foolishly. 16r0 Barroucu Meth. Physick 1. ii. (1639) 3 He 
must abstaine from milke, and meates that fume into the 
head. 1626 Bacon Sylva § 782 They haue a manner to 
prepare their Greek-Wines, to keepe them from Fuming and 
Inebriating. 1703 A7vt § Myst. Vintners g To prevent their 
fuming up to the head and inebriating. 

ce. To pass away or off in fumes or vapour. vare. 

1708 CHEYNE Philos. Princ, Relig. i. § 38.78 Their parts are 
kept from fuming away by their fixity. 1866 Mrs. WHITNEY 
L. Goldthwaite x. 253 They..did something to it—applied 
heat, I believe—to drive away the sulphur. That fumed 
off, and left the rest as promiscuous as before. 
jig. 1728-46 THomson Spring 244 Their light slumbers 
gently fum’d away, And up they rose. 175x JoHNson Rawz- 
bler No. 172 ® 4 The madness of joy will fume away. 1852 
James Agnes Sorel (1860) 11. 2 The Gamin spirit fumed off 
ina metaphor. @18s9 De Quincey Post. Wks. (1891) 1. 73 
Yet all this marvellous learning fumes away in boyish imper- 
tinence, 


+4. trans. To send forth or emit as vapour, 


disperse in vapour. Also with away, forth,out, Obs. 

1863 Hytt Art Garden. (1593) 38 The snake and Adders 
..be driuen away with euery sharpe and stincking sauour 
fumed abroad. 1627 Carr. SmitH Seaman's Gram. xiv. 67 
Some..will..fume out a most stinking..smoke. 1647 TRarp 
Comm. Matt. xxvii. 36 That golden censer, Christ’s body 5 
which through the holes that were made in it..fumed forth 
a sweet savour. 1700 T. Brown tr. #vesizy’s Amiusent. Ser. 
& Com. 116 Which being Foppishly fumed into their Noses, 
Eyes, and Ears, has the Vertue to make them Talk. 1707 
Mortimer Hush. Bees 213 Otherwise the heat will fume 
away most of the Scent. 

jig. 1606 Warner Alb, Eng. xiv. xci. (1612) 369 An 
Indian weede, That feum’d away more wealth than would 
a many thousands feed. 1742 Younc Vt. 7h. vu. 1370 How 
vicious hearts fume phrensy to the brain! 1866 G. MacponaLp 
Ann. Q. Neighb. xv. (1878) 320 The worship of one’s own 
will fumes out around the being an atmosphere of evil. 

+5. zntr. Of the head or brain: To be ‘clouded’ 
with fumes (of liquor). Ods. 

1606 Suaks. Azz. § CZ. 1. i. 24 Tye vp the Libertine in 
a field of Feasts, Keepe his Braine fuming. 

6. fig. To give way to or exhibit anger or irrita- 
tion. Often in phrase fume and chafe, fret and 
Jume. Also with 2. 

1522 Morr De guat. Noviss. Wks. 85/1 As the fire of the 
burnyng hyl of Ethna burneth only it self, so doth the enuious 
parson, fret, fume, & burne in his owne hert. 1535, 158 





FUMIFEROUS. 


[see CHAFE v, 10]. 1551, 1631, 1875 [see Fret 7.19]. 1676 
Hoses ///ad 187 He..fum'd Both for the loss of the good 
spear he brake, And of the victory he hac presum’d. 1768-74 
‘Tucker Lt. Nat. (1852) II. 313 How much he will fret and 
fume when he comes to discover the roguery. 1838 DickENs 
Nich. Nick. xxxii, Nicholas, who had been fuming and 
chafing until he was nearly wild. 1839-40 W. Irvine 
Wolfert’s R. (1855) 211, I walked up and down the bar-room, 
fuming with conscious independence and insulted dignity. 
1859 Gen. P. THompson Andi Alt. 11. 1xxxii. 44 People who 
would fume up at any intimation that they were indifferent. 
1872 Brack Adv. Phaeton v, The Lieutenant..was fuming 
about the yard to rout out the ostler’s assistants. 1878 Miss 
Brappon Ofen Verd. I. i. 9 Your wisely selfish man knows 
his own interest too well to fret and fume about trifles. 

Hence Fumed ///. a. 

1612 WeBSTER White Devil v. iv, Isabella..was impoisoned 
By a fumed picture. 1617 Moryson /¢7z. 1. 11. iv.96 They 
exported .. pickeld and fumed Herrings. 1890 Wooppury 
Excycl. Photogr. 308 Fumed paper should be used within 
a day or two after fuming. 

|| Eumé (fiime), a. [Fr.; pa. pple. of /2mer to 
smoke.] a. Of glass: Having a smoky tint. b. 
Of oak: Subjected to the process of fuming. (See 
Fumine v0l. sb. b.) 

1883 Misheries Exhib, Catal. 79 Venetian Blown Glass.. 
in.. opal, avventurino, fumé, corniola. 1895 Dazly News 
15 Nov. 6/6 The case is of solid oak, fumé, relieved by scrolls. 

+ Fumee. Ols. rare. [a. F. fameée, f. fumer to 
Fume.] Smoke, a cloud of smoke. 

148 Caxton Myrr. 1. viii. 85 They sette by them fyre 
andencence. And they wene certaynly that their thoughtes 
goo vp vnto our lord in this fumee. 1483 — Gold. Leg. 
302a/2 He vanysshed awey as a fumee or smoke. 

Fumer (fizmo1). [f. Fume v.+-zR1.] 

+1. A perfumer. Ods. 

1611 Breaum. & Fi. Triumph Time i, An endless troop of 
tailors, Mercers, embroiderers..fumers. 

2. One who fumes or ‘ gets into a fume’. 

1894 Advance (Chicago) 29 Mar., Fumers and fanatics who 
do nothing but talk about corrupt politics. 

Fumerel(1, -ill, obs. forms of FEMERELL. 

+ Furmet 1. Ods. or arch. Chiefly 77. Also 5 
pl. fames, 7 ~/. fumers, 6-9 fewmet. [app. a. 
AF. *fumets (*fumez) pl. f. fumer (repr. L. 

Jimare) to dung. The continental Fr. word in 
this sense was fumées, of parallel formation.] The 
excrement (of a deer). rare in sing. 

14.. Maystre of the Game MS. Bodl. 546 (Halliw.) And 
3if men speke and aske hym of the fumes, he shal clepe 
fumes cf an hert. 1576 Turserv. Venerie 66 There is 
difference betweene the fewmet of the morning and that of 
the evenyng. 1598 [see FumisHING]. 1637 B. Jonson Sad 
Sheph. 1. ii, By his..fewmets, he doth promise sport. 
1668 DavenaAnt Rivals tv, That [Game] both his Slote and 
Fumers do proclaim. 1741 Compl. Pam.-Piece ut. i. 290 Take 
up the Fewmet, as well made in the Evening Relief, as in the 
Morning. 1774 Gotpsm. Naz. Hist. (1862) I. 11. v. 324 The 
stag’s tail is called the single; his excrement the fumet. 1871 
Tennyson Last Tourn. 371 The..fewmets of a deer. 

+Fumet 2, fume'tte. Ods. [a. F. fumet, f. 

jumer to Fumn.] The scent or smell of game 
when high ; game flavour. 

1723 Swirt Stella at Wood Park 14 A haunch of ven’son 
made her sweat, Unless it had the right fumette. 1753 
Smotietr Ct. Fathom (1784) 64/1 A roasted leveret very 
strong of the fumet. 1755 JoHNsoN, Pwazette, a word intro- 
duced by cooks, and the pupils of cooks, for the stink of 
meat. 1786 Mackenzie Lounger No. 89 P 11 [He] gave 
the venison a reprieve to a certain distant day, when it 
should acquire the exact proper /wzet for the palate of 
a connoisseur. 

transf. 1796 Mod. Gulliver's Trav. 109 The rest were 
cramming every crevice they could find with paper, to 
exclude the fumette arising from the well-dressed field. 

+Furmid, a. Obs. Also 7 fumide. [ad. L. 

Sumid-us, {. fiimus FUME sb.] Fuming, vaporous. 

1597 LowE Chirurg. (1634) 210 The cause. .is.. drinking of 
strong and fumide drinke. 1634 T. Jounson Parey’s Chirurg. 
1. ix. (1678) 14 Every smell, or fumid exhalation breathing 
out of bodies. 1661 Evetyn Pamifugium u. 16 Two or 
three of these fumid vortices are able to whirle it about the 
whole City. 1686 Goan Ce/est. Bodies 1. ix. 31 The Vegetable 
Spirit is of the samie Nature with the Plant ..the Fumid 
Spirit with the Odour. 1797 Encycl. Brit. II. 445/2 The 
comet .. appeared like .. a rude mass of matter illuminated 
with a dusky fumid light, 1889 E1vin Dict. Her, Humid, 
emitting smoke, 

Hence + Fumi'‘dity, | Fu'midness, the condition 


or quality of being fumid. 

1623 Cockreram, Wumiditie, smoake. 1656-81 BLounr 
Glossogr., Fumidity, smoakiness. 1727 Baitry vol. II, 
Fumidness, 

Fumiduct. rave. Also fumeduct. [f. L. 
fimus smoke; after Aquepuct.] A passage for 
smoke. 

1854 Chanib. ¥rni. 1. 106 He would have all the smoke 
led downwards by a series of fumiducts. 1867 Jorn. Star 
26 Dec. 7 The smoke from the stoves is conveyed by what 
may be called a fumeduct to a further distance, and there 
passed into an ordinary chimney. 

+ Eumier. Ols. rare. In 5 fumyer. [a. OF. 
Sumier :—L. fumarium (in class. Lat. a chamber for 
smoking wines), f. fz-us smoke.] Smoke. 

c1500 AZelusinexxxvi. 278 He shuld conduyte the vanwarde, 
puttyng fyre vpon the way where he went to thentent he 
shuld not fayll to fynd hym by the trasse of the fumyer, 

+ Fumi'ferous, 2. Ods. rare—'. [f. L. frimefer 
producing smoke (f. /amus FUME sd. + -fer bearing) 
+-ous.] Bearing or producing fumes or smoke. 

1656-81 in BLount Glossogr. 1721 in Battey. 1742 Lond, 


FUMIFIC. 


& Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 12 This Malt..being very much 

impregnated with the fiery fumiferous Particles of the Kiln. 
+ Fumi‘fic, a. Ots.—° [ad. L. fumific-us, f. 

Jumus smoke + -/icus: see -FIC.] (See quot.) 

1727-36 Baitey, Pwmifick, making Smoak, Perfuming. 

+ Furmificate, v. Ods.-° [f. L. faimificat- 
ppl. stem of /imzficare: see Fumiry.] To make 
or cause smoke. Hence Fu'mificated ///. a., 
Fu:mifica‘tion. 

1721-92 Battey, Pumificate. 1721 [bid., Fumification, 
a Perfuming. 1727 Jdid. vol. 11, Pawmificated, incensed. 

Fumi‘fugist. vare—°. [f. L. faim-us smoke 
4+-FUGE+-Ist.] ‘One who or that which drives 
away smoke or fumes’. 

1846 in WorcEsTER. 1864 in WEBSTER. 

Fumify (fizmifoi), v. rave. [ad. L. fami- 
Sictire, £. fiimific-us: see Fumiri0.] trans. (jocu- 
larly) To fumigate. 

a1704 T. Brown Wks. (1760) II. 190 We had every one 
ramm’'d a full charge of sot-weed into our infernal guns, in 
order to fumify our immortalities. 

+Fumigal, a. Ots. rare. [?Badly f. L. 
Siimigare to FuMIcATE.] ? Productive of fumes. 

1477 Norton Ord. Adch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 70 Pleasant 
Odours ingendered be shall Of cleane and Pure substance 


and fumigale [fumigall, J7S. szavgin] As it appeareth in 
Amber, Narde, and Mirrhe. 


Fumigant (fiz-migant), a. and sd. [ad. L. 
Siimigant-em, pr. pple. of faimigare: see next.] 
+A. adj. That fumes. Ods, B. sb. That which 
fumigates. rare. 
1727-36 Baitey, Fumigant, smoaking, fuming. 1890 Scott. 


Leader 7 Feb. 7 The production of the fashionable little 
fumigant [cigarette] has trebled in the last two years. 

Fumigate (fizmige't),v. [f L. fimzgat- ppl. 
stem of /rimigare to smoke, f. fuimus FUME sé.] 

1. trans. To apply smoke or fumes to; esp. to 
disinfect or purify by exposure to smoke or fumes. 

1781 Cowper Let. to Newton (1884) 69 You never fumigate 
the ladies, or force them out of company. 1791 HamiLton 
Berthollet's Dyeing I. 1. u. i. 136 The silks .. are fumigated 
with sulphur, 1803 Med. ¥rnl. 1X. 460 Acid fumigations 
bid fair to stop the progress of the complaint..though it 
might not always have been proper to fumigate the apart- 
ments of the sick. 1845 /lovist’s Frnd. 170 Let them [plants] 
be frequently well fumigated. 

Jig. 1876 Gro. Evtor Dan. Der. Il. xix. 7 These fine 
words with which we fumigate..unpleasant facts. 
b. To scent with fumes ; to perfume. 

1530 Patscr. 559/2, I fumygatea place with a swete fumy- 
gacion, je exfume or je parfume. Let the place be well 
fumygate, or ever they come. 1610 B. Jonson Adch,1,i, You 
must be bath’d and fumigated first. 1697 DryDEeNn Vive. 
Georg. 1v.350 With fragrant Thyme the City fumigate. 1836 
Lane Mod. Egyft. I. v.171 The Egyptians take great delight 
in perfumes, and often fumigate their apartments. 1860 
Morttey Nether. (1868) I. v. 259 The Cathedral had been 
thoroughly fumigated with frankincense, 

+e. ‘To medicate or heal by vapours’ (J.). Ods. 

1713 Swirt, etc. Hrenzy of F. Dennis Wks. 1755 III. 1. 142 
Fumigate him, I say, this very evening, while he is relieved 
by an interval, ? 

+2. To extract in fumes, vaporize. Ods. rare. 

1663 [see Fumicatep AZZ. a.]. 

3. To darken (oak) by the process of fuming. See 
Fomine vd. sb. b. 

Hence Fu'migated Z/. a. 

1663 Boytre Usefuln. Nat. Phil. u.v. vii. 183, I shall only 
subjoyn this secret, which a friend of mine practises in 
preserving the fumigated Juyces of Herbs. 1727 in BaiLey 
vol. II. 18.. Beck's Frnt. Dec. Art 11. 346 (Cent.) A high 
dado, 8 ft. high, of fumigated oak. 

Fumigating (fiz mige'tin), vd/. sb. [f. Fumt- 
GATE v.+-ING1,] The action of the vb. FuUMIGATE. 

1881 M. A. Lewis 7wo Pretty G. 1. 40 Washings, fumi- 
gatings, and burnings. 

attrib. 1801 Med. Frnl. V. 218, l applied the nitrous gas.. 
by means ofa tube from the top ofa patent fumigating lamp, 
1869 E. A. Parkes Pract. Hygiene (ed. 3) 332 Fumigating- 
room. 1881 Daily News 13 Sept. 6/6 ‘The fumigating 
walking sticks carried by physicians when visiting plague 


and fever cases. 
Fumigation (fizmigé'fon). [ad. L. fimica- 


zion-em, n. of action f. fuméigare to FUMIGATE. 
Cf, F. fumigation.] 

1. The action of generating odorous smoke or 
fumes, esp. as one of the ceremonies of incantation ; 
the action of perfuming with aromatic herbs, per- 
fumes, etc. Also concr. the preparation used to 
produce this, or the fumes resulting from it. 

¢ 1384 Cuaucer 17. Fame 111. 174 Olde wicches, sorceresses, 
That use exorsisaciouns, And eek thise fumigaciouns. @ 1483 
Liber Niger in Househ, Ord. (1790) 40 These ij wardrobers 
have all theyre fumigations, 1522 SxELton Why not to 
Court 696 It was by necromansy Under a certeyne con- 
stellacyon, And a certayne fumygacyon. 1547-64 BAULDWIN 
Mor. Philos. (Palfr.) 148 Perfect deuotion & the knowledge 
of Gods law..smelleth far more sweetly before Him, then 
any earthly fumigation. .doth pleasantly smell in the nose of 
man. 1599 B. Jonson Cyxthia’s Rev. v.ii, It is the sorting, 
and the dividing, and the mixing. .that makes the fumigation 
and the suffumigation, #1680 Butter Rem. (1759) IL. 235 
These Spirits they use to catch by the Noses with Fumiga- 
tions. 1758 Jounson /dler No. 35 P 9 She..keeps the 
rooms always scented by fumigations. 1856 R. A, VAUGHAN 
Mystics (1860) I. 36 A divine efficacy is attributed to rites 
and formulas, sprinklings or fumigations. 1867 PARKMAN 
Fesuits N. Amer, viii. (1875) 91 On these the sorcerer threw 
tobacco, producing a stifling fumigation, 
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b. jocularly. ‘Tobacco-smoking. 

1800 Freemason's Magazine in Spirit Publ. Frnis. (1801) 
IV. 157 Taciturnity and fumigation are now two essential 
requisites in a candidate..Every member of this society 
must, immediately after supper, take a pipe. 

2. The action or process of fumigating or apply- 
ing fumes or smoke, esp. as a disinfectant. 

1572 Mascatt Plant. § Graff. (1592) 49 Defend them 
from the frost (if there come any) with fumigations or 
smokes, made on the winde side of your Orchards. _ 1658 
Rowranp Moufet’s Theat. Ins. 956 You may make a Fumi- 
gation or Perfume of Pomegranat Pills .. Sulphur, and 
Vitriol, which will drive them away. 1757 Darwin in P/ii. 
Trans. L. 252 The fumes of boiling water were conveyed 
upon this ball .. and, after a fumigation for thirty seconds, 
it shewed signs of electricity. @1777 Fawkes A7gonantics 
11. z0¢e (1780) 347 It was the custom of the ancients to force 
bees out of their hives by fumigation. 1813 J. Tomson 
Lect. Inflam. 489 The day after the fumigation not the 
slightest vestige of any offensive odour could be perceived. 
1892 Times (weekly ed.) 21 Oct. 2/4 The vessel is detained 
for fumigation. 

+b. spec. (See quots.) Ods. ' 

1612 WoopaLL Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 271 Fumigation is 
calcination of metals, by the sharp corroding vapour of 
Mercury, Philosophers Lead. 1641 Frencu D7s¢7Z/. iii. 
(1651) 80 Calcine it by fumigation, i.e. by the fume of some 
very sharp Spirit as of Agua fortis. 1683 Petrus Hleta 
Min, 1. 21 There are other ways of Calcination especially 
of Metals; viz. by.. Fumigations. t 

3. Med. ‘Exposure to fumes, especially the ex- 
posure of the body or a part of it, such as the skin 
or the respiratory mucous membrane, to fumes in 
order to produce a therapeutic effect’ (Syd. Soc. 
Lex. 1885). Also concr. the fumes generated for 
this purpose. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirure.256 Make him a fumigacioun 
to his eere wip hoot watir. did. 291 Drie hem with fumy- 
gaciouns maad of pulpa coloquintida. 1527 ANDREW Brzzs- 
wyke's Distyll. Waters Tijb, A fumygacyon made of the 
same water is good for hering. 1629 Massincer Picture 
Iv. ii, The friction with fumigation, cannot save him From 
the chine-evil. 1655 CuLperrer, etc. Riverius 1. i. 3 Fumi- 
gations if they be not too strong, do well to consume mois- 
ture. 1713 SwirT, etc. /renzy of $. Dennis Wks. 1755 111.1. 
142 Let fumigations be used to corroborate the brain. 80x 
Med. Frnt, V. 219, 1 also applied the nitrous fumigation in 
cases of synochus. 1876 Bartuotow Mat. Med. (1879) 
129 In..maladies of the respiratory organs, it [arsenic] is 
used with advantage by the process of fumigation. 

4. Comb.: fumigation-lamp (see quot.). 

1815 Yalconer's Dict. Marine (ed. Burney), Pumigation 
Lamps, a recent invention for the purpose of expelling foul 


air from the holds and other confined places of ships. 1867 
in SmyrH Sailor's Word-bk. 
Fumigative (fizmige'tiv), @. and sd. [ad. 


mod.L. fiumigativ-us, f. L. fimigdre: see FUMI- 
GATE v, and -IVE.] 

+A. adj. That is used in (medicinal) fumiga- 
tion. Obs. B. sb. (monce-wd.) =FUMIGANT sod. 

1599 A. M. tr. Gabelhouer’s Bk. Physicke 200/2 Cause the 
Ioyncte, or the whole bodye, to sweate in a fumigative 
bath. 1897 Daily News 13 Feb. 6/4 Whether he uses 
tobacco thus openly as a friendly fumigative only I know not. 

Fumigator (fiz migeitor). [agent-n. f. L. 
JSimigare: see FUMIGATE v.and -or. Cf. F. fumd- 
gateur.] One who or that which fumigates; 
Spec., see quot. 1874. 

1872 ‘ Mark Twain’ Jznoc. Abr. xxi, We feel no malice 
toward these fumigators, 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 
924/2 Fumigator, an apparatus for applying smoke, gas, 
or perfume, 1888 Scz. Amer, N.S. LIX. 177 A corps of 
physicians and fumigators .. thoroughly disinfected and 
fumigated the room. 

Fumigatory (fiz migata:ri), 2. and sd. rare. [f. 
mod.L. type */#mzgatort-us (med.L. fiuimigatorium 
censer) f. L. fuimigare: see FUMIGATE v. and -ORY. 
Cf. F. fumigatoire.] 

A. aaj. Having the quality of fumigating ; con- 
cerned with fumigation. B. sd. ‘A room or an 
apparatus used for fumigation’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 
1885). 

1799 W. Tooke View Russian Emp, 1, 224 The com- 
mission for quelling the contagion caused three receipts for 
making fumigatory powders to be published. 1852 /vaser’s 
Mag. XLV. 675 A brother-officer .. sitting down to join in 
our fumigatory conclave. 

Fuming (fiz-min), 707. sd. [f. Fume v. + -1na1.) 
The action of the vb. Fumm in various senses, 

1529 More Com. agst. Trib. u. Wks. 1172/2 Rather of 
his pacyence to take both ease and thanke, then by fret- 
tynge and fumynge to encrease hys presente payne, 1578 
Mirr, Mag., Harold xvi, O Fancy fonde, thy fuminges 
hath mee fed. 1620 Dexker Dream Christ's Coming 
Wks. (Grosart) III, 22 Learning burnt bright, without 
Contentious fuming. 1681-6 J. Scorr Chr. Life (1747) 
III. vii. 197 This fuming of the Incense by the Priests 
.. was nothing but a mystical Oblation of those Prayers to 
God. 1693 Satmon Bates’ Dispens. (1713) 712/1 They are 
used for the fuming of the Bed Chambers of sick People. 
1870 R. W. Date Week-day Serm. ii. 40 No fuming and 
fretting will make any difference. _ 

b. The treatment of oak with fumes of ammonia 
in order to give it an antique appearance. 

1893 Westm.Gaz.27 Feb. 8/1 Oak .. shaded to the... tint 
of the antique work by the process known as ‘ fuming’. 

ec. Photogr. (See quot. 1890.) 

1889 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. 11. 347 Paper must be 
thoroughly dried before fuming, 1890 Woopsury Zxcycl. 
Photogr., Fuming, a process of subjecting albuminised 
paper to the fumes of ammonia, 
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d. Comb.: fuming-box, + (@) ‘a pastile-burner’ 
(Halliwell 1847); (6) (Photogr.), an apparatus in 
which the sensitive paper is exposed to the fumes 
of ammonia; fuming-pot, ‘a brazier or censer’ 


(Cent. Dict.). 

1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 925/1 Fuming-box, 1890 
Anthony's Photogr. Budl, \11. 68 If paper is..dry when put 
in the fuming box, long fuming does no harm. 


Fuming (fizmin), #//.a. [f. as prec. + -ING2.] 
1. That emits smoke, steam, or vapour; that rises 
in fumes. Of acids: Emitting fumes on exposure 


tothe air. Fuming liquor of Boyle (see quot. 1807). 
1575 TurBERV. Haulconrie 309 A fumyng heate that as- 
cendeth up from the liver to theyr [hawks’] heads. c¢ 1586 
C’ress Pemsroxe Ps. cxliv. 3 Lord ..make the stormes 
arise From-mountane’s fuming crown. 1615 J. STEPHENS 
Satyr. Ess. 282 He doth sophisticate his fuming Beere, to 
breed a skirmish the sooner. 1725 Pore Odyss. vil. 474 
The fuming waters bubble o’er the blaze. 1735 SOMERVILLE 
Chase 1. 347 Fuming Vapours rise And hang upon the 
gently purling Brook. 1791 W. Nicnorson tr. Chaftal’s 
Elem. Chem. (1800) 111. 55 The fuming nitric acid imme- 
diately turns the fixed oil black, 1807 I, Thomson Chem. 
(ed. 3) II. ro Hydrogureted sulphuret of ammonia, known 
formerly by the name of fuming liquor of Boyle, because 
it was first described by that philosopher. 1853 W. GREGoRY 
Inorg. Chem (ed. 3) 233 Terchloride of Arsenic..isa colour- 
less, volatile, fuming liquid. 1862 GouLBurN Pers. Relig. 
v. (1873) 286 A fuming caldron. 1871 R. Exris Catudlus 
Ixiv. 393 All Delphi’s city..Blithely receiv’d their god on 
fuming festival altars. 
Jig. 1820 Worpswortu Sky Prosf., All the fuming vani- 
ties of Earth. ‘ ; 
b. Applied to foaming or seething water; also 
to waves perh. with allusion to sense 3. Ods. or Poet. 

1598 Marston Pygmial. iv. 151 So haue I seene the fuming 
waues to fret. 1667 Mitton 2. Z. v. 6 Th’ only sound Of 
leaves and fuming rills. 173x Swirr Stvephon & Chloe Wks. 
1755 IV. 1.155 Strephon Lt heard the fuming rill. 1805 
W. Ricuarpson Poems § Plays 1. 28 By the brooks and 
fuming rills Come, Smiling Health. ’ 

2. That emits odorous fumes, aromatic. 

1601 Hottanp Pliny (1634) I. 380 The fume and smoke of 
the Cedar and the Citron trees onely, the old Troianes were 
acquainted with when they offered sacrifice : their fuming 
and walming steame..they vsed. 1607 TorseL, Mour/. : 
Beasts (1658) 244 They make a burning fire with sticks, 
putting therein certain fuming herbs. : 

3. That fumes, angry, raging. Also, characterized 
by or exhibiting anger. 

1583 STANYHURST 7 xe7zs u. (Arb.) 46 With fuming fustian 
anger..I vowd to be kindlye reuenged. 1615 J. SrEPHENS 
Satyr. Ess. 44 He will raile .. For I have often heard such 
fuming stuffe Presented to an Audience. 1820 W. IrvinG 
Sketch Bk. (1859) 113 The baron .. was naturally a fuming 
bustling little man. 1889 Pal? Mall G. 4 Jan. 1/1 His 
fuming protests against English occupation. 

Hence Fu'mingly adv., in a fuming manner; 
manifesting ‘fume’ or rage. 

1597 Hooxer ccd. Pol. v. xxii. § 7 They answere fumingly, 
that they are ashamed to defile their pennes with making 
answere to such idle questions. 161x CotcGr., /usmeuse- 
ment, smoakily, fumingly. 1709 Stryre Anum. Ref. I. 
XXXViiil. 441 Hereupon he departed fumingly. 1894 A7gosy 
May 356 It was an insult—as he fumingly told himself. 


+ Fu'mish, a. Obs. [f. Fumu sd. + -18H.] 

1. Emitting smoke or vapour. Of a chimney: 
Smoky. Of waves: =Fumine f7/. a. 1b. 

1574 HeLttowres Gueuwara’s Fam. Ep. (1577) 63 Little 
chimneyes alwayes be somewhat fumishe or smokie. 1599 
Nasue Lenten Stuff Wks. (Grosart) V. 204 Firmely piled 
and rampierd against the fumish waues battry. 

2. Of the nature of fume, vapour, or smoke. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage 1. viii. 43 The fumish and dryer 
part of the cloude yeelding a purplish, the waterie, a 
greenish sea colour. 1619 Barnsripce Descr. late Comet 
39 Who. ee | not from these smoakie parents feare a fumish 
generation 

3. Belonging to or of the nature of fumes which 
rise in the body or stomach. Of meat or wine: 
Causing or emitting fumes. 

1519 Horman Vx/g. 28 b, Heare is genderd of superfluous 
humours and fumysshe vapours. 1528 Paynet Salerue’s 
Regim. Fiijb, White wyne..is lesse fumishe and lesse 
vaperous than other, 1544 PHarr Regim. Lyfe (1560) Gy, 
The paciente oughte..to abstaine from..poudred meates 
and fumyshe. 1547 Boorpe Brev. Health cclxxxy. 94 This 
infirmitie [pleurisy] doth come of a fumyshe bloud. 1562 
Turner Baths 12a, If it be to fumish, then lay..a peace of 
bread in the wine. @ 1693 Urquuarr Rabelais i. xiii. 109 
The fumish Steam of Meat. 

4. fig. Inclined to fume, hot-tempered, irascible, 
passionate ; also, characterized by or exhibiting 
anger or irascibility. 

1523 Lp. Berners /oiss. I. cccxlvi. 547 He wasa fumisshe 
man and malincolyous. 1539 CRANMER in Strype Life (1694) 
II, 248 Wee go not about .. to abate our fumish and ran- 
corous stomacks. ¢1546 Joye in Gardiner Declar. Art. 
Foye (1546) 92 b, Let him ., not dispute with poore men in 
his fetters and presons with his fumisshe threatis. 1567 
Drant Horace Ep. ii. To Lollius C iij, Of foolishe kinges. . 
a fumishe flame. 1576 Newton Lemnie's Complex. 133a 
Yet is nothing more noysome and preiudiciall then .. 
fumish anger and testynesse. 1608 TopsELt Serpents (1658) 
650 A more fumish, testy, angry, Waspish.. generation, 

Hence Fu'mishly adv., Fu'mishness. 

1519 Horman Vile. 71 Fury and fumysshnes is the 
blynde snare of right iugement. 1528 Payne. Salerne’s 
Regim, Hja, Be ware howe they drinke stronge wyne. . For 
the fumishenes therof hurteth y® heed. 1540-7 CovERDALE 
Lruitf. Less. Passion (1593) Pja, O driue thou out of vs 
all fumishnesse, indignation, and selfe will. 1563-87 Foxe 
A. § M, (1684) I. 661/1 So wildly he writeth, so fumishly 


FUMISHING. 


he fareth. 1608 TorseLt Serpents (1658) 652 Their naturall 
inclination to anger, and the hasty fumishness of Wasps. 
+Fumishing. Ods. Also 6-7 fewmishing, 
(6 femysshyng, femishing), 7-8 fimashing. 
[app. f. OF. femer, fumer to dung (see FumeEr 2), 

+ -2sh (on the analogy of vbs. a. Fr. vbs. in -2ss-, -27’) 

+-InG1,] The excrement (ofa deer). Cf. Fumets. 

1527 St. Papers Hen. VIII, V1. 598 The scantlyn and 
femysshyng of such deir. 1575 [see Crotry sd.]. 1596 
Harincton Metam. Ajax 32 Doth not the keeper..shew 
you his femishing? 1598 Manwoop Lawes Forest iv. § 6 
(1615) 45 Of all Deere, the ordure is called fewmets or few- 
mishing. 1726 Dict. Rust. (ed. 3), Fimashing (among 
Hunters), the Dunging of any sort of wild Beasts. 

+Eumist. Obs. rave—'. [a. F. fumiste, f. L, 
Siim-us smoke.] One who ‘cures’ smoky chimneys ; 
a chimney-doctor, 

1785 Frankutn Wks. (1840) VI. 526 The nostrums of pre- 
tending chimney doctors and fumists. 

Fumitory (fiz-miteri). Forms: a. 4-5 fume- 
ter(e, 4, 6 -terre, 4-7 fumiterre, 4-5 -ytere, (5 
fumtere, fymterre), 6 femiter, -ar. £8. 6 fu- 
me(n)torie, femetary, fumitarie, -orie, (fumy- 
terry, -tory), 7 fume-, fumitery, 8 fumetory, 
6- fumitory. [a. OF. fumeterre, ad. med.L. 
fiimus terre lit. ‘smoke of the earth’; so called 
because ‘ it spryngyth ... out of the erthe in grete 
quantyte as smoke dooth other fumosyte that 
comyth of the erthe’ (Trevisa, tr. Barth. De P. R. 
xvut. lxix), In the 16th c. the ending was confused 
with -ARY, -ORY. 

The med.L. name is also represented by Pr. fumterra, 
and corruptly by It. /reammosterno ; translated forms are Ger. 
erdrauch, Sw. jordrék, Eng. earth-smoke; cf. the Sp., Pg. 
Jumaria, whence the mod.L, botanical name.] 

A plant of the genus Fzmarta (or the related 
Corydalis), usually F. officinalis. 

a, ¢1386 CHaucer Wun's Pr. T. 143 Of lauriol, centaure, 
and fumeterre. a@1387 Simon. Barthol. (Anecd. Oxon) 22/1 
Fumus terre, fumeter. c1440 Promp. Parv. 161 Fymterre, 
herbe, fumus terre. c1450 M. E. Med. Bk. (Heinrich) 158 
Take pe jus..of fumtere, [etc.]. 31849 Compl. Scot. vi. 67, 
I sau fumeterre, that tempris ane heyt lyuyr. 1578 LyTE 
Dodoens 1, xv. 23 There is two kindes of Fumeterre. 1601 
Hotianp Pliny I1. 247 Fumiterre the herb whosoeuer do 
eat, shal purge choler by vrine. 


B. 1516 Grete Herball Kvja, De Fumo terre, Fumyterry. ~ 


1533. Exvor Cast. Helth (1541) 58a, Wylde hoppes: 
Wormewode: Centorie: Fumitorie. 1548 Turner Names 
of Herbes (K. D. S.) 23 Capnos called in latin Fumaria, and 
in englishe Fumitarie..in frenche fumiterre. 1573 TussER 
Husb, xci. (1878) 182 Get water of Fumentorie, Liuer to 


coole. 1650 H. Brooke Conserv. Health 53 Whey with 
Fumitery. 1670 Ray Catal. Plant. Angi. 122 Climbing- 
Fumitory. 1736 Baitey Househ. Dict. 295 Fumitory is 


good to cure the itch, scurf and tetters. 1794 Martyn 
Rousseau's Bot. xxiv. 346 Fumitory has two filaments, each 
..terminated by three anthers. 1802-3 tr. Padlas’ Trav. 
(1812) I. 90 The Pumaria bulbosa, or great bulbous fumitory, 
1861 DeLamer 77. Gard. 88 Fumitory—/umavia of the old 
botanists, Corydalis of the moderns ,. The Tuberous Fumi- 
tory, C. bulbosa. 
b. attrib. 

1576 Baker Jewell of Health 199b, Taken with Fumy- 
terre water..it cureth the Leprie. 

Fumitory, incorrect form of Fumatory. 

+ Fumity. Ods. rave’. =F umosity. 

1872 J. Jones Bathes Buckstone 15b, It diminisheth the 
fumity, or juyce hurtfull, 

Fumivorous (fizmi-voras), a. nonce-wd. [as 
if f. L. */fimevor-us (£. fiim-us smoke + -vores de- 
vouring) +-ous.] Feeding or living on smoke. 

1824 New Monthly Mag. X1. 316 Citizen —A fumivorous 
being, much given to making money. 

Fummel: see FuNNEL 2, sort of mule. 

Fummerel(l, obs. form of FEMERELL. 

Fumose (fizmou's), a. [ad. L. fumos-us, f, 
Jumus smoke.]} 

1, Full of fumes, giving off fumes, vaporous, 


flatulent, 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. (MS. B.) 25 To entempren pe 
fumose hete of be same herte. 1436 Pod. Poems (Rolls) II. 
162 To feche the fumose wine. c1460 J. Russet, Bk. Nur- 
ture 354 Y pray yow for to telle me Certenle of how many 
metes bat ar fumose in peire degre. 1861 Wheat § Tares 
199 The ‘Publican and Sinner’ wafted its praises aloft on 
a cloud of fumose panegyric. f 

2. Smoky, thick with smoke, like smoke. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) I. 319 He..seyde ofte tymes 
when wyndes scholde folowe by fumose vapores ascendenge. 
1727 Bairy vol. Il, Pumose. 1833 Hraser’s Mag. VII. 
733 What a fumose volume comes from the sheets ! 

3. Bot. (See quot.) fs 

1866 Treas. Bot., Fumous, Fumose, grey, changing to 
brown, smoke-coloured. 

+ Fumo'sity. Ods. [ad. F. fwmosité or med.L. 

Siumositas : see FuMosn, Fumous, and -1Ty.] 

1. The quality of being full of fumes or vapours. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvu. vi. (1495) 607 For 
fumosyte of the stomacke greuyth the heed and makyth it 
ake. c1570 Pride §& Low. (1841) 5 Engendering in the 
head fumositie, 1652 J. WApswortu tr. Colmenero’s Choco- 
Jate 19 Benzoin the Head frees from Fumosity. 

2. The flatulent quality of various articles of food ; 
the heady quality of wine, etc. 

c1460 J. Russet, Bk. Nurture 105 3iff dyuerse drynkes 
of theire fumosite haue pe dissesid. J/ézd. 350 Ye must 
thus know. .be fumositees of fysch, flesche, & fowles. 1542 

Vor. IV. 
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Boorpe Dyetary x. (1870) 254 Bycause wyne is full of 
fumosyte. 
b. Ill-smelling breath; smell of food or drink 

in the breath. 

¢1530 H. Ruopes Bk. Nurture 230 Belche thou neare to 
no mans face with a corrupt fumosytye. 1558 WarDE tr. 
Alexis’ Secr. 83b, Rubbe your teeth wel..to take awaye 
the fumositie of the meate. ; ; 

3. Vaporous humour rising into the head from 


the stomach. 

¢ 1386 CHaucEerR Sg”.’s 7. 358 Ful were hir hedes of fumo- 
sitee. c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 74 Pis drynke is alteratijf 
..and it lettip fumosite to arise to be brayn. 1601 HoLtLtanp 
Pliny 11. 325 The fumosities that trouble and dim the eie- 
sight. 1678 R. R[usseLt] Geder 11. 1.1. ili, 28 Their Brain 
repleat with many Fumosities cannot receive the true In- 
tention. 

4. a. The state of fuming or giving off fumes. 
b. concr. A fumy or vaporous exhalation from any- 
thing, a fume; the volatile part given off from a 
mineral or the like. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 65 Infused 
with a thick Fumosity congregate Of Water, and alsoe of 
Erth succended. 1563 W. Futke Meteors (1640) 58 That 
water receiveth the fumosity of brimstone, and other 
minerals, thorow which it runneth, 1598 SyLvEsTER Dz 
Bartas i. i, 1. Eden 620 His burnéd stalks with strong 
fumosities Of piercing vapours, purge the French disease. 
1650 ASHMOLE Chym. Collect, 132 So that Mercury be made 
hot even to Fumosity. 1688 R. Hotme Armoury 11. 31/2 
Rain is .. an Earthly humor, or fumosities drawn up out of 
the Water and Earth. 1726 Leoni tr. Alberti’s Archit. 1. 
3/t Whether the Wind be occasioned by a dry Fumosity 
of the Earth. 1750 tr. Leonardus’ Mirr. Stones 37 The 
Red colour happens in perspicuous stones, when a lighted 
fumosity and a tender fire is infused in a perspicuous light. 

Fumous (fiz-mas),a. [f. L. fiim-osus (f. flimus 
smoke) +-ous. Cf. F. fuemeux.] 

+1. Giving off fumes; esp. tending to generate 
wind or gas in the stomach, flatulent. Ods. 

1477 Norton Ord. Alch. v. in Ashm. (1652) 73 Fumous 
things alone. 1543 TRAHERON VZgo's Chirurg. Il. 1. iv. 90 
If it [an aposteme] came of to muche eatynge of fumous 
meates. 1610 BarrouGH Meth. Physick 1. xxiv. (1639) 40 He 
must abstaine from Garlick, Onions..and such like fumous 
things, 1688 R. HoLmMe Armoury 11. 430/2 The Stopple, 
which hath a large Head..contains the fumous Medicine. 
1706 Puittirs (ed. Kersey), Husmous, apt to fume up, that 
sends Fumes into the Head, heady. 

+2. Consisting of fumes; vaporous, windy. Odés. 

1534 Exyor Cast. Helthe iv. xii. 94 b, Let them abstein 
from meate, that ingender botches. .fumouse ructuacions or 
vapours. 1548-77 Vicary Avat. ii. (1888) 21 That Artere 
bringeth with him from the lunges ayre to temper the 
fumous heate that is in the harte. 1604 Jas. I Counterdl. 
(Arb.) 98 Since the Subiect is but of Smoke, I thinke the 
fume of an idle braine, may serue for a sufficient battery 
against so fumous and feeble an enemy, 1612 WoopaLL 
Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 21 The Glister Instrument, fit for 
the exact giving of a vaporous, fumous, or dry Glister, &c. 
1678 R. R[ussELt] Geder 11, 1. 1. ii. 41 The subtile fumous 
Humidity. : 

3. Pertaining to smoke or smoking. Now jocwlar. 

1661 Evetyn Pumifugium 1. 7 Those fumous Works many 
of them were either left off or spent but few Coales. 1830 
Lytton Paul Clifford II. iv. 100 As soon as the revellers 
had provided themselves with their wonted luxuries, pota- 
tory and fumous. 

+4. Full of passion, angry, furious. Ods. 

1430-40 Lypc. Bochas vii. ii. (1554) 166 b, Hasty, fumous, 
with furies infernal Of wilful malice innocentes blood to 
shede. 1460 Paston Lett. No. 349 I. 514 Here hevedy and 
fumows langage, c1826 Fritu Disput. Purgat. (1829) 88 
A man’s enemy..gathereth together all that he can imagine, 
and so accuseth a man more of a fumous heat than of any 
verity. 1560 Rottanp Crt, Venus 1. 617 With fax and 
face fumous. 1684 H. More Answer 84 Each maintaining 
their cause with like fumous Animosity. 


5. Bot. =FUMOSE a. 3. 

1866 [see FuMosE a. 3]. ‘ 

Hence Fu'mously adv.; in quots. +} angrily, 
furiously. 

1460 Paston Lett. No. 349 I. 512 Whan he seyd so 
fumowsly, ‘Who so ever sey that of me, he lyeth falsly in 
hise hede, &c.’ 1526 SkeLTon Alagnyf. 2522 And fumously 
addresse you. 1553 IT. Witson (fez. (1580) 151 An other 
beyng sore offended .. said fumouslie unto hym, dooest 
thou heare me? @1652 Brome Covent Garden 1. Wks. 
1873 II. 17 Some have by the phrensie of despair Fumously 
run into the sea to throw Their wretched bodies. 

Fumrell, obs. form of FEMERELL. 

Fumy (fizmi), a, [f. Fume sd.+-y!.] Com- 
posed of, or full of, fumes, vapours, or smoke ; of 
the nature of fume or fumes. 

1570 Levins Manip~. 101/40 Fumye, /umosus. 159% 
Sytvester Du Bartas i. ii. 1006 Blent With fumie mixture 
of grosse nourishment. 1605 TimmME Quwersit. 1. ix, 36 
Ashes... have in them partly that which is earthie, and 
partly that which is fumie. 1635 Sir H. Wotton in Zzs- 
more Papers (1888) Ser. u. III. 219 This fumie Citie 
[London]. 1703 Rowe U/dyss. 11. i. 953 The fumy Vapours 
And mounting Spirits of the deep-drunk Bowl. 1794 
Maruias Pxrs. Lit, (1803) 368 The fumy tint [of a smoked 
glass]. 1871 G. Macponatp Paradle in Wks. Fancy & 
Imag. IV. 71 Through the fumy, thickened air. 1885 
G. Merevitu Diana I, i. 4 It knows enough for its fumy 
dubiousness. 

+b. Fumy ball: ?‘a puff-ball’ (Halliw.); ?a 
bubble. 

1598 Hatt Sazé. iv. iv, All soft as is the falling thistle- 
down, Soft as the fumy ball, or Mor7dans crowne, 

Hence Fu'mily adv., smokily. 

1855 in OGILVIE Supf, 











FUNAMBULANT. 


Fun (fyn), sd. [prob. f. Fun z.] 

+1. A cheat or trick; a hoax, a practical joke. 

azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, Fun, a Cheat or slippery 
Trick. 1719 D’Urrey Pitls (1872) V. 259 A Hackney Coach- 
man he did hug her, And was not this a very good Fun? 

2. Diversion, amusement, sport ; also, boisterous 
jocularity or gaiety, drollery. 

(Johnson 1755 stigmatizes it as ‘a low cant word’; in 
present use it is merely somewhat familiar.) 

1727 Swirt Misc. Epit. By-words, Tho’ he talk’d much of 
virtue, his head always run Upon something or other she 
found better fun. 1749 Fiecpinc Yom Yones 1x. vi, Par- 
tridge .. was a great lover of what is called fun. 1751 E. 
Moore Gil Blas Prol. 25 Don’t mind me tho’, for all my fun 
and jokes. 1767 H. Brooke Jol of Qual. 1. 99 Vindex .. 
looked smilingly about him with much fun in his face. 
1768-74 Tucker ZL. Wat. (1852) II. 313 It is fun to them to 
break off an ornament, or disfigure a statue. 1790 Burns 
Tam o Shanter 144 The mirth and fun grew fast and furious. 
1837 Dickens Pickw. ii, ‘What's the fun?’ said a rather 
tall thin young man. 1845 S.C. Hatt Bk. Gems 90 His 
wit and humour delightful, when it does not degenerate 
into ‘fun’, 1849 E. E. Napier Z.rcurs. S. Africa 11. 331 
Being better mounted than the rest of his troop, [he] pushed 
on to see more of the fun. 1887 SHEARMAN Athletics § 
Footbgli 325 Most footballers play for the fun and the fun 
alone. 1889 J. K. Jerome Jdle Thoughts 42 There is no 
fun in doing nothing when you have nothing to do. x89x 
Barinc-Goutp Jz Troubadour-Land iv. 50, I do not see 
the fun of going to hotels of the first class. 

b. Phr. Zo make fun of, poke fun at (a person, 
etc.): to ridicule. Hor or7zn fur: asa joke, sportively, 
not seriously. (/e, itzs) good, great fun: a source 
of much amusement. Lzke fum: energetically, very 
quickly, vigorously. What fun! how very amus- 
ing ! 

1737 H. Wa.rote Cor. (1820) I. 17, I can’t help making 
fun of myself. 1840 Hoop Up Rhine 157 The American.. 
in a dry way began to poke his fun at the unfortunate 
traveller, a 1847 Mrs, SHERwoop Lady of Manor III. xxi. 
250 Then you won’t make fun of me, will you? 1848 
Lowe. Bzglow P. Ser. 1, tv. 98 Stickin’ together like fun. 
1849 Lytton Caxtons 19 You would be very sorry if your 
mamma were to.. break it for fun. 1857 Hucues Tom 
Brown i. iii, The bolts went to like fun. 1860 Gen. P. 
Tuomeson Audi Alt, III. cxxvi. 82 Who knows but Volun- 
teer Rifles may make a campaign in the Holy Land, and 
mount guard over the production of the holy fire at Easter? 
‘What fun!’ 1875 Jowetr Plazo (ed. 2) I. 151 He may 
pretend in fun that he has a bad memory. 1877 M. M. 
Grant Suz-Maid iii, The races are great fun. 1891 N. 
Goutp Double Event x He's such good fun, and he’s so 
obliging, 1895 H. A. Kennepy in 19k Cent. Aug. 331, 
I suppose the wood-carver was poking fun at him? 

3. Comé., as fun-loving adj. 

1775 Pratr Liberal Opin. (1783) II.” 119 This fun-loving 
Alicia, 1892 Daily News 14 July 5/1 A fun-loving, jolly, 
prankish elf of a woman. 

Fun (fon), v. [Perh. a dialectal pronunc. of Fon 
v., to befool (not recorded after 15th c.).] 

1. ¢vans. To cheat, hoax; also, to cajole. Const. 
of, out of. Obs. exc. dial. 

1685 Roxb, Ball, VII. 473 She had fun’d him of his Coin. 
azjoo B. E, Dict. Cant. Crew s.v., What do you Fun me? 
Do you think to Sharp or Trick me? 1744 Ozett tr. Bran- 
tomes Sp. Rhodomontades (ed, 2) 44 He that funs me out 
of her, may boldly say, he has fun'd the best Sword in 
France. 1785 Grose Dict. Vile. Tongue s.v., Do you 
think to fun me out of it, 1812 Sporting Mag. XL. 86 
Sure your lordship wouldn't be funning me. 1847-78 Hattt- 
WELL, /’x, to cheat, to deceive, Somerset. 1886 ELworTHY 
W. Somerset Word-bk. s.v., He’ve a-fun me out o’ vower 

oun, 

2. [from thesb.] zr. To make fun or sport; to 
indulge in fun ; to fool, joke. 

1833 M. Scotr Tom Cringle x, If it be .. Christian-like ., 
to be after funning and fuddling, while a fellow-creature . . 
stands before you, all but dead. 1853 W. JERDAN A wtobiog. 
ILI. vii. 83 In later days he was often funning—I can find 
no other word to express it—in ‘ Blackwood’. 1886 E. L. 
Bynner A. Surviage vi. 77 ‘Ye must be funnin’, sir-r’, she 
almost gasped, 

Hence Fu'nning v2/. sb. 

1728 Gay Begg. Op. u. Air xix, Cease your funning, Force 
or Cunning Never shall my Heart trapan. 1850 T. A. 
Trotiore /mpress. Wand. xxv. 377 He took upon him to 
furnish amusement during the .. journey by a succession of 
funning. 1879 Secuin Black For. xiii. 222 He generally 
contrives that his victims shall not materially suffer from 
his funning. 

Fun, obs. and dial, pa. pple. of Finp. 

+Funambulant. Ods. [as if ad. L. */inam- 
bulant-em, pr. pple. of an assumed vb. */i/nambu- 
lare to walk on a rope, f. fuimambulus (see FUNAM- 
BULE) or its elements.]_ A rope-walker, a funam- 
bulist. So Funa‘mbulate v., to walk on a 
stretched rope (in mod. Dicts.), Funa'mbula- 
tion, the action of walking on a rope. Funa‘m- 
bulator, a rope-walker, Funa’mbulatory a., 
pertaining to rope-walking ; that walks on a rope. 

1606 SyLvEsTER Du Bartas u. iv. iv. Decay g1t Hee’'s 
fain to stand like the *Funambulant Who seems to tread 
the air. 1623 CockerAM I, a Rope walker, Punambulante. 
1721-92 BaiLey, */unambulation. 1797 E. Darwin Cond. 
Fem. Educ., Skating on the ice in winter, swimming in 
summer, funambulation or dancing on the straight rope, 
1676-1732 Cotes, “/unamdulator..a dancer on the Ropes. 
1883 SALA in lusty. Lond, News 11 Aug., The apprentice- 
ship of young children to acrobats and funambulators. 1682 
Sir T, Browne Chr. Mor.1. § 1 Tread softly and circum- 
spectly in this *funambulatory Track and narrow Path of 
Goodness. 1727-41 CHAMBERS Cycd. s.v. Funambudlus, In 
the floralia.,held under Galba, there were funambulatory 


FUNAMBULE. 


elephants. 1880 J. H. Incram in Academy 28 Feb, 153/2 
Funambulatory labours, 

+Funambule, 5. Ovs. In 7 funamble. 
[ad. L. fanambul-us, f. fin-is rope + ambul-are to 
walk. Cf. F. fumambule.| A rope-walker. 
Poa ti Evetyn Numism. 277 The late Famous Funamble 

urk, 

Hence Funa'mbulic a., of or pertaining to rope- 
walkers or rope-walking. 

1867 Lond: Rev. 27 Apr. 480 M. Blondin created, as we 
are told, an era in the funambulic art. 

+Funa‘mbule, v. Ods.—° [f. FunamBuue sd.] 
zntr. To walk on a stretched rope. 

Hence + Funa*mbuling v/.sd., the action of the 
vb. Also +Funa'mbuler, a rope-walker. 

16s0 B. Discolliminium 5 Now go I a funambuling, I 
wish I may go steady lest I tumble. 1659 Torrtano, Ar/e- 
gatére, atumbler, a funeambuler, a dancer on ropes. 


Funambulist (fiznembivzlist). [f. as prec. + 
-ist.] A performer on the tight (or slack) rope, 


a rope-walker, a rope-dancer. 

1793 Looker-on No. 80 ® 3 What man will withhold from 
the funambulist the praise of justice, who considers his 
inflexible uprightness? 1824 Heper ¥rn/, (ed. 2) II. xx. 
334 Tricks which proved him to be a funambulist of con- 
siderable merit. 1847-8 Dre Quincey Protestantism Wks. 
VIII. 95 That would be a sad task for the most skilful of 
funambulists or theological tumblers. 1896 Daily News 
r Sept. 3 A Funambulist is a gentleman who .. on a rope.. 
turns sommersaults, leaps thro’ a ring, and plays on a fiddle 
while whirling like a Catharine wheel. : 

So Funa‘mbulism [see -IsM], rope-walking. 

1824 De Quincey Conversation Wks. 1890 X. 280 A sort 
of monster hired to play tricks of funambulism for the night, 
1886 A. Jessorp in Athenzum 20 Feb. 264 Horrible lessons 
of ghastly grammar and dreary funambulism yclept analysis 
of the sentence. 

|| Funa‘mbulo. ech. [Sp.orIt.,ad.L. funam- 
bulus: see FUNAMBULE.] A funambulist. 

1605 Bacon Adv. Learn. u. xv. § 2. 58 The Trickes of 
Tumblers, Funambuloes, Baladynes. a 1626 — Let. § Disc. 
H. Saville in Resuscitatio (1657) 227 We see the Industry, 
and Practise, of Tumblers, and Funambulo’s. 1895 JV. § Q. 
8th Ser. VIII. 251 The conjurors and funambuloes of our 
adventurously impudent century. 

+Funa'mbulous, 2. Obs. rare. [f. L. fu- 
nambul-us (see FUNAMBULE sd.) +-0US.] Of or 
pertaining to a rope-walker. 

1672 Sir T. Browne Lett. Friend (1690) 9 Tread softly 
and circumspectly in this funambulous ‘Track and narrow 
Path of Goodness [cf. quot. 1682 in FuNAMBULATORY]. 

|| Funa‘mbulus. Ods. Pl. funambuli. [L.: 
see FUNAMBULE sé.] A rope-dancer. 

a 1614 Jas, Metvitt Diary (1842) 487, Isaw a funambulus, 
a Frenchman, play strang and incredible prattiks upon 
stented takell in the Palace-close. a@1639 Worronin Relig. 
(1651) 484 Walking not like a Funambulus upon a Cord, 
but upon the edge of a rasor. 1650 BuLWER Anthropomet. 
xxii. 240 Our Funambuli and Tumblers, 1686 PLor Sta/- 
fordsh. vii. 239 Spiders. .will winde up the thred shorter till 
it is very straight, as the Funambuli strain their roaps. 

Function (fo'nkfon), sd. Also 6 funccion. 
[a. OF. function (¥. fonction, cf. It. funztone, Sp. 
function), ad. L. function-em, n. of action f. fungz 
(fungor) to perform. ] 

+1. In etymological sense: The action of per- 
forming ; discharge or performance of (something). 

1597 Daniet Civ. Wars vi. xciii, His hand, his eye, his 
wits all present, wrought The function of the glorious Part 
he beares. 1656-81 in Btount Glossogr. 1701 Swirt Con- 
tests Nobles & Com, Wks. 1755 II. 1. 50 A representing 
commoner in the function of his publick calling. 1755 in 
Jounson. Hence in mod, Dicts. 

4-2. Activity ; action in general, whether physical 
or mental. Ofa person: Bearing, gestures. Ods. 

1579 Lyty Zuphues (Arb.) 142 A trifold kinde of life, 
Actiue, which is about ciuil function, and administration. 
1602 SHaks. Ham. 1. ii. 582 Teares in his eyes..A broken 
voyce, and his whole Function suiting With Formes, to his 
Conceit. 1605 — JZacé. 1. iii. 140 Function is smother’d 
in surmise. ” 

3. The special kind of activity proper to any- 
thing; the mode of action by which it fulfils its 
purpose. Also in generalized application, esp. 
(Phys.) as contrasted with structure. 

a. of a physical organ; in early use of animal 
organisms only; later of vegetable. Often pre- 
ceded by some defining word, as azzmal, organic, 


vital, etc. 

1sg0 Suaks. Mids. N. mu. ii. 177 Dark night, that from 
the eye his function takes, The eare more quicke of appre- 
hension makes. 1664 H. More J7Zyst. [nig., Apol. 500 The 
Earth..modified into a frame fit for the functions of life. 
1692 BentLey Boyle Lect, viii. 284 If our Air had not been 
a springy Elastical Body, no Animal could have exercised 
the very Function of Respiration. 1704 F. Futter Med. 
Gymn. (1711) 22 Animal Spirits..serve to execute other 
Functions besides that of Motion, 1797 M. Bartiie Mord. 
Anat. (1807) 285 There is little disadvantage to the animal 
functions produced by this variety. 1808 Med. ¥rn/. XIX. 
386 Before we can..understand the functions of the nerves, 
we must understand those of the brain. 1813 Sir H. Davy 
Agric. Chem. (1814) 34 The same..law..is..essential to the 
functions of vegetable life. 1831 Brewster Nat. Magic 
iii. (1833) 5r Some accidental and temporary derangement 
of the vital functions, 1838 T. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 
988 The functions of the leaves during the day are very 
different from what they are during the night. 1862 Darwin 
Fertil. Orchids ii. 65 These points of structure and function. 
1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 730 If the .. limits mentioned .. are 
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exceeded, the functions of the plant may .. simply come to 
rest. 1886 A. WincHELL Walks & Talks Geol. Field 260 They 
[Pterosaurs] foreshadowed birds..in the flying function. 
b. of the intellectual and moral powers, etc. 

1604 SHaks, O/¢h, u. ii. 354 As her Appetite shall play the 
God, With his weake Function. 1671 Mitton Samson 596 
Nature within me seems In all her functions weary of her- 
self. 1809-x0 CoLeriDGE Friend (1837) III. 192 The func- 
tions of comparison, judgment, and interpretation, 1868 
Farrar Silence § V. ii. (1875) 33 The first function of the 
conscience is to warn. 

ce. of things in general, 

154r R. CopLanp Galyen’s Terap~. 2 Cj, There be two 
fyrste dyfferences of the functions and actions of medycyne. 
1776 Apam Smitu W, WN. 1. iv. (1869) I. 25 These rude bars, 
therefore, performed at this time the function of money. 1805- 
17 R. Jameson Char. Min, (ed. 3) 189 The letters are placed 
as if all the angles and edges had different functions. 1854 
Brewster More Worlds v. 93 The sun has a great function 
to perform in controlling the movements of the whole system. 
1862 H. Spencer J’irst Princ. 1. i. § 2 (1875) 8 They assert 
that the sole function of the State is the protection of persons 
against each other, and against a foreign foe. 1872 RUSKIN 
Eagle's N. § 210 The function of historical painting. 

4. The kind of action proper to a person as be- 
longing to a particular class, esf. to the holder of 
any office; hence, the office itself, an employment, 


profession, calling, trade. 

1533 More Con/ut. Barnes vi. Wks. 761/1 [Barnes values 
his own prayers above those of Our Lady and the saints] 
because the sayntes be al departed hence..and be no lenger 
of our funccion. 1564 Brief Exam. x****, Garmentes make 
not the person knowen by name, but his common function. 
1574 Ord. in D. Irving Hist. Scot. Poetry (1861) 451 The con- 
traveners hereof, if they be ministers, to be secludit fra the 
function. 1612 Brinstey Lud. Lit. i. (1627) 1 A Discourse be- 
tweene two Schoolemasters, Concerning their function. 1662 
Bk. Cont. Prayer Prayer Ember Week, To those which shall 
be ordained to any holy function, 1706 Estcourt Fair 
Examp. w. i, If I don’t succeed here, I’ll renounce the 
Honour of my Function. 1725 De For Voy. round World 
(x840) 210 Exercise no other function than that of a phy- 
sician. 1791 BurKE App. Whigs Wks. VI. 85 With per- 
fidy to their colleagues in function. 1795 — Regic. Peace 
i. Wks. IX. 81 One of the very first acts, by which it 
auspicated its entrance into function. 1811 Lams Good Clerk 
Misc. Wks. (1871) 385 The quill, which is the badge of his 
function, stuck behind his dexter ear. 1862 STANLEY Yew. 
Ch, (1877) I. xix. 369 The Jewish Prophets. .included within 
their number functions so different as those of king and 
peasant. 1871 PatcravE Lyr. Poems 118 Then at thy 
noble function toil. 1878 R. W. Date Lect. Preach. viii. 
252 It is our function as ministers to satisfy the wants. .of 
the higher life of man. 

+b. collect. The persons following a profession 
or trade; an order, class. Ods. 

¢ 1880 in Rye Cromer (1870) p. Ixiii, The Peere.. will yealde 
further meanes of trade and wourke to every function. 
1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 146 The Scribes are not 
a Sect, but a function, 1647 Crarenpon Hist. Red. m1. 
§ 145 The Earl of Essex was rather Displeased with the 
Person of the Arch-Bishop .. than Indevoted to the Func- 
tion. @1713 Ettwoop A zfobiog. (1765) 19, I went..to hear 
the Minister of Chinner ; and this was the last time I ever 
went to hear any of that Function. 1725 Pore Odyss. xx1. 
177 Thy coward function ever is in fear [said to a priest]. 
1732 Fietpinc Miser m1. iv, Never was a person of my 
function so used. 

ec. pl. Official duties. 

1550 Bate Aol. 105 b, Preferrynge vyrgynyte as..more 
free to all godly funccions. 1596 Br. W. Bartow Three 
Serm. ii. 71 Eyther Prince or Subiect fayling in their seuerall 
functions and places, 1703 MAUNDRELL Journ. Ferus. (1732) 
71 More. .exact in their functions than the other Monks, 1774 
J. Bryant Aythol. 1.335 They were in some particular func- 
tions the most accurate. .of any creatures upon earth. 1792 
J. Bartow Const. of 1791, 5 The quantity of prejudice with 
which their functions called them to contend. 1845 Forp 
Handbk. Spain 1. 44 The mule performs in Spain the 
functions of the camel in the East, 1868 HeLrs Realmah 
iii. (1876) 43 Ministers are worked to death by their double 
functions—parliamentary and official. 1874 Farrar Christ 
86 Caiaphas and Annas were dividing the functions of 
a priesthood which they disgraced. 

5. A religious ceremony; orig. in the Roman 
Catholic Church. (Cf. It. /2eazzone.) 

1640 in Trans. St. Paul’s Eccles. Soc. 1. 46 Wee have had 
neyther prayers nor any other function her thes two yers. 
1670-98 LassEts Voy. [taly II. 33 Across set with Diamonds 
and Pearls which the Pope wears at his breast in great 
functions. 1741 Mippieton Cicero I. vi, 416 The dedi- 
cation was not performed with any of the solemn words and 
rites which such a function required. 1789 Mrs. Piozz1 
Journ, rance 1. 83 The Christmas functions here were 
showy. 1818 H. V. Exriorr Ze. in Bateman L7/ iv. (1870) 
70 These were the finest parts of the ‘Function’ as it is 
called. 1855 THackeray Vewcomes xi, The function over, 
one almost expects to see the sextons put brown hollands 
over the pews. 1868 Browninc Xing §& Bk. wv. 439 After 
function’s done with, down we go. 1884 Sat. Rev. 7 June 
745/2 On Wednesday and Thursday last week there were 
functions in two adjacent Cathedrals. 

b. [Pafter Sp. fection: see quot. 1858.] A 
public ceremony; a social or festive meeting con- 


ducted with form and ceremony. 

[1858 W. Sruart Lez. in Hare Story Two Noble Lives 
(1893) II. 431, I hope that Char. s journal will have done 
justice to the Rajah of Mysore and his funcion along the 
road to receive her.] 1864 Kincstey Rom. & Tent. 123 
Then was held a grand function. Dietrich..had Italy ceded 
to him bya ‘ Pragmatic’ sanction, 1878 Bresanr & Rice 
Celia’s Arb, xxxvii, There was a Function of some kind— 
a Launch—a Reception—a Royal Visit—going on in the 
Dockyard. 1884 Manch, Exam. 11 Nov. 5/2 The American 
people are fond of functions. 1894 Du Maurier 77ilby 
(1895) 333 A prandial function which did not promise to be 
very amusing. 








FUNCTIONAL. 


6. Jlath. A variable quantity regarded in its re- 
lation to one or more other variables in terms of 
which it may be expressed, or on the value of which 
its own value depends. 

[This use of the L. /uxctio is due to Leibnitz and his 
associates, A paper in the Acta Eruditorum for 1692, pp. 
169-170, signed ‘O. V. E.’, but prob, written by Leibnitz, 
uses /unctiones in a sense hardly different from its ordinary 
untechnical sense, to denote the various ‘ offices’ which a 
straight line may fulfil in relation to a curve, viz. its tangent, 
normal, etc. In the same journal for 1694, p. 316, Leibnitz 
defines /unctio as ‘a part of a straight line which is cut off 
by straight lines drawn solely by means of a fixed point, 
and of a point in the curve which is given together with its 
degree of curvature’; the examples given being the ordi- 
nate, abscissa, tangent, normal, etc. As the /umcfiones (in 
Leibnitz’ sense) of a curve are variable quantities having a 
fixed mutual relation, this use of the word easily developed 
into the modern sense, which occurs in the writings of the 
Bernoullis early in the 18th c. A somewhat peculiar use 
occurs about 1713, in Leibnitz’ Hist. et Origo Calc. Diff. 
(Math. Schriften ed. Gerhardt V. 408), where he says that 
just as constant quantities have their ‘functions’, viz. 
powers and roots, so variables have also ‘functions’ of a 
third kind, viz. differentials.] 

1779 Chambers’ Cycl. (ed. Rees) s.v., The term function 
is used in algebra, for an analytical expression any way 
compounded of a variable quantity, and of numbers, or con- 
stant quantities. 1789 WarING in Phil, Trans. LXXIX. 184 
Let a quantity P be a function of ~, or the fluent ofa function. 
of Xz. 1816 BappacE, etc. tr. Lacroix’s Diff. & Int. Calc.2 
Letus takea function a little more complicated, #=a2?, 1837 
BrewstER Magnet. 145 Whether the quantity and deviation 
at any point could be expressed by any function of the lati- 
tude and longitude of that point. 1885 Watson & Bursury 
Math. Th. Electr. §& Magn. 1. 242 The functions dg and 
¢s may be positive or negative. 1892 J. Epwarps Diff, 
Calculus i. § 6 (ed. 2) 2 When one quantity depends upon 
another or upon a system of others, so that it assumes a 
definite value when a system of definite values is given to 
the others, it is called a function of those others. 1893 
ForsytH Theory of Functions 8 A complex quantity w is a 
function of another complex quantity z when they change 


3 aw sis 
together in such a manner that the value of = is inde- 


pendent of the differential element @z. This is Riemann’s 
definition, 

transf, 1876 L. TOLLEMACHE in Fortx. Rev. Jan. 110 A 
man’s fortitude under given painful conditions is a function 
of two variables. 


Hence Fwnetioned £/. a., furnished with or 
having a function, 


1882 A ¢henzum 18 Nov. 657/2 Imagine a spiritual being 
so placed, so surrounded, and so functioned. 
Cie 


Function (foykfon), v. [f. prec. sb. 
Sonctionner.) 

1. zntr. To fulfil a function; to perform one’s 
duty or part; to operate; to act. 

1856 Masson Chatterton 1. iv. (1874) 227 Debt, though 
negative property, still is a kind of property, and functions 
as such to the advantage of its possessor. 1862 MArsH 
Eng. Lang. 40 When played upon by an expert operator it 
functioned, as the French say, very well. 1876 MaupsLEy 
Physiol. Mind v. 328 The mind will function along certain 
definite lines or paths, 1889 Edin. Rev. Oct. 533 No in- 
strument of despotism..has ever functioned with so little 
noise. 1894 H. DrummMonp Ascent Man 257 In the higher 
groups the nutritive system is..the first to function, and 
the last to cease its work. 


b. Phys. 

1878 Bet Gegenbaur’s Comp. Anat. 7 We..know Verte- 
brata in which the clefts function only for a time as respira- 
tory organs. 1887 Athenzum 29 Oct. 572/1 Groups. .having 
the nephridia functioning as efferent ducts for the gonads. 
1896 Life & Lett. G. F. Romanes 16 But in no case had 
it been shewn that they [nerves] functioned as such. 


2. To hold a ‘function’ (see Function sé. 5 b) 


or ceremonial meeting. ? monce-use. 
1890 Sat. Rev. 10 May 554/1 Two other Societies ., 
‘functioned’ on the same day. 


Hence Functioning v0/. sb, and pA/. a. 

1881 W. S. Tuxe tr. Charco?’s Clin, Lect. 232 Disturb- 
ances resulting from the abnormal functioning of the affected 
organ. 1894 Westm. Mag. 8 May 2/3 The mere show, the 
social functioning and ceremony, remains, although every- 
one knows that the life of the metropolis no longer expresses 
itself through the City Corporation, 1894 H. DrummMonp 
Ascent Man ii. 117 The still functioning muscles of the 
forehead. 


Functional (fonkfanal), a. 
+-AL.] 
1. Of or pertaining to some function or office ; 


official. In weaker sense: Formal. 

1631 J. Burces Answ. Rejoined 205 The title of holines is 
not alwaies personall, but often functionall .. thus .. the 
Levites and Priests..were stiled holy. 1860 S. WiLBrrR- 
Force Addr. Ordin, 23 The validity. .of..functional acts. . 
is not affected by the unworthiness of the appointed agent. 
1874 H. R. Reynotps Fohn Bafpt. v. § 3. 351 He had 
certain national. . offices to fill, for which He needed specific 
and functional introduction. 1889 Pad? Mall G. 23 May 5/1 
Some.. functional speeches followed. 


2. Phys. a. Of or pertaining to the functions of 
an organ. Of diseases: Affecting the functions 
only, not structural or organic, b. Of an organ: 


Serving a function (opposed to rudimentary). 

1843 Sir C. Scupamore Med. Visit Grifenberg 53 It seems 
probable that more than functional error in the membranes 
of the brain and spinal marrow exists in this case. er: 
Darwin Emotions vi. 164 It would appear ., that the 
lachrymal glands do not..come to full functional activity 
at a very early period of life. 1874 MaupsLey Resfons. in 
Ment. Dis. ii. 44 It is with so-called functional diseases 


[f Founorion sd, 


FUNCTIONALLY. 


such as epilepsy, chorea, neuralgia. 1884 Cassedl’s Family 
Mag. Feb. 143/2 Functional disease of the heart. 

transf. 1864 Reader 24 Dec. 792/2 The stage never 
needed a tonic more, There are many indications of re- 
turning health, amid all its symptoms of weakness and 
functional derangement. 1875 BLAKE Zool, 25 The hoofs 
may be .. 2 functional and 2 rudimental, as in the greatest 
number of ruminant types. 1879 Sir G. Scorr Lect. Archit. 
II. 190 My last lecture brought the subject of vaulting to 
its full functional development. 

3. Math. Of or pertaining to a function: see 
Function sd. 6. 

1806 Gomrertz in Phil. Trans. XCVI. 176 This theorem 
evidently supposes that the functional values of #2 are 
distinct in the general expression for the sum of the series. 
1815 Bassace /did,. CV. 1. 390 A functional equation is 
said to be of the first order, when it contains only the first 
function of the unknown quantity. Jdzd.,a, B, y, &c. are 
known functional characteristics. 1860 BooLte Finite Diff: 
xi, 218 The most general definition of a functional equation 
is that it expresses a relation arising from the forms of 
functions ; a relation therefore which is independent of the 
particular values of the subject variable. 

Hence Functiona‘lity, functional character; in 
Math., the condition of being a function. Fu'ne- 
tionalize v., to place or assign to some function 
or office (Webster 1864). 


1871 Earte Philol. Eng, Tongue § 252 The old native 
Latin, whose vitality and functionality was all but purely 
flectional. 1879 Cayvry in Excycl. Brit. 1X. 818/1 Func- 
tionality in Analysis is dependence on a variable or 
variables, 

Functionally (foykfonali), adv. [f. Func- 
TIONAL @.+-LY2.] Ina functional manner; with 
respect to the functions ; in the discharge of the 
functions, 

1820 W. Lawrence Lect. ii. 163 The organ is said to be 
functionally disordered. 1846 Owen Brit. Hossil Mamm. 
433 The horned Ruminants, for example, manifest transi- 
torily in the embryo-state the germs of upper incisors and 
canines, which disappear before birth, but which were 
retained and functionally developed in the cloven-footed 
Anoplothere. 1854 Woopwarp Modlusca (1856) 256 Its 
muscle becomes (functionally) an adductor. 1879 H. SPENCER 
Data of Ethics xi. 188 Functionally produced modifi- 
cations. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 919 The male organs of 
species-hybrids are functionally weak to a higher degree 
than the female organs. 

Functionarism (fy'jkfanariz’m). [f. Func- 


TIONARY +-ISM.] The system of administration - 


by means of functionaries ; the characteristic bear- 
ing and manner of functionaries ; officialism. 

1842 Tazt’s Mag. 1X. 177 That new power which in this 
country is termed official patronage, and which Mr. Laing 
calls Functionarism, 18531 Hr. Martineau fist. Peace 
(2877) ILI, tv. xiii. 121 By a rapid and perpetual extension of 
unctionarism .. he was casting a net over France. 1880 
Contemp. Rev. Mar. 432 Functionarism is one of the most 
characteristic phenomena in Germany. 1885 Sat, Rev. 
3 Oct. 463 What Mr. Newmarch called ‘functionarism’ in 
opposition to individualism—the State undertaking the 
functions of the individual. 

Functionary (foykfenari), sd. [f. Funcrton 
sb, +-ARY 1, after F. fonctionnatre.| One invested 
with a function; one who has certain functions or 
duties to perform ; an official. 

1791 Burke 7h. Fr. Affairs Wks. VII. 19 Their republick 
is to have a first functionary (as they call him) under the 
name of king, or not, as they think fit. 1816 J. Scorr V’7s. 
Paris (ed. 5) Pref. 61 Several houses have been burnt, and 
an unfortunate functionary cut to pieces. 1844 Dickens 
Mart. Chuz. (C. D. ed.) 195 A female functionary, a nurse. 
1879 FrouDE Czsa@r xviii. 303 Legitimate functionaries to 
carry on the government, 

Fuwnuetionary, c. 

1. =FuncrTIonaL 2. 

1822-34 Good’s Study Med. (ed. 4) III. 59 The disease 
may..commence in some structural or functionary affection 
of the abdominal organs. 

2. Official ; = FUNCTIONAL I. 

1862 MerivaLe Rom. Enip. (1865) VI. xlix. 118 In order 
that these offices should be adequately filled. .jt was neces- 
sary to maintain this functionary reservoir constantly at 
the same exalted level. 1882-3 Schaff’s Encycl. Relig. 
Knowl. Il. 1310 The functionary duties of the Levites. 
1895 West. Gaz. 23 Aug. 2/3 Let us have done with these 
fictions of functionary superiority. 

Functionate (fo'nkfane't), v. Somewhat rare. 
[f. as prec. + -ATE3.] zz¢r. To perform one’s 
function; to work, operate; to officiate. Hence 
Fu‘netionating vd/. sb., in quot. attrib. 

1856 Lever Martins of Cro’'M. 149 The worst of the class 
is, they'll only functionate for your grand dinners, and 
they leave your every-day meal to some inferior in the de- 
partment. 1869 Daily News 11 June, The reflective faculty 
remains in undisturbed repose. As the French say, it does 
not ‘functionate’. 1873 E. H. Crarxe Sex in Educ. 40 
The muscles and the brain cannot functionate in their best 
way at the same moment. 1891 D. Witson Richt Hand 
187 The existence, then, of greater nutrition and greater 
functionating ability in the left hemisphere might well be 
assumed. | F : ’ 

Functionize (fy'nkfonoiz), v. rare. [f. Funo- 
TION 5b, + -I1ZE.] = FUNCTION z. I. 

1868 N, Porter Human Intellect Introd. tv. § 41.55 A 
soul that is self-conscious is not so singular as a brain 
functionizing about itself and its own being. 

Functionless ({o'nkfanles), a. [f. as prec. + 
-LESS.] Having no function: chiefly in physio- 
logical sense. Cf. Function sé. 3 a. 

1836 FonsLAnque Eng. under Seven Admin. (1837) Il. 
296 Its nominal functionless minister. 1839-47 Topp Cycé, 


[f. Funcrion sé. + -ary 2.] 
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Anat. II. 238/1 Clavicles .. almost obsolete and function- 
less. 187r Darwin Desc. Man I. i. 29 The os coccyx in 
man, though functionless as a tail, plainly represents this 
part in other vertebrate animals. 1879 A. W. BENNETT 
in Academy 32 A fifth stamen, which however is functionless, 
so far as the ordinary purpose of stamens is concerned. 
1889 Pall Mall G. 13 Nov. 6/2 These organs are quite 
functionless as wings. 1894 J. R. Intincwortu Personality 
ii. (1895) 52 Capabilities .. which we cannot conceive ulti- 
mately frustrated and functionless. 


Fund (fund), 5d. [ad. L. fund-us the bottom; 
also, a piece of land, Cf. Fonp sé. 

Fund and fond were used indiscriminately in the 17th c.; 
in the 18th c. fond went out of use. The senses represent 
those of F. ford, fonds, rather than those of L. fundus.J 

+1. The bottom ; in various applications; occas. 
Phys.=¥Funpus. Lu the fund (=F. dans le fond, 
au fond): atbottom. Lund of grass: a low-lying 
grass-plat. Cf. Borrom 4b. Ods. 

1677 GaLeE Crt. Gentiles II. 1v. 36 Anadventitiousjoy, which 
hath no funde or bottome. 1682 H. Morr Annot. Glanvill’s 
Lux O.18 Objects of Sight, whose Chief, if not onely Images, 
are in the fund of the Eye. 1705 VANBRUGH Con/fed. 1v. Wks. 
(Rtldg.) 431/2 In the fund she is the softest, sweetest, 
gentlest lady breathing. 1709 Brit. Apollo II. No. 77. 2/1 
A Glass-Bubble..fix’d..to the Fund of a Vessel. 1712 J. 
James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 61 Bowling-Greens, or 
hollow Funds of Grass. 1737 Bracken Farriery Impr. 
(1757) II. 28: So that the Wound may be closed in its 
whole Length, from the Fund to the outward Orifice. @ 1761 
Law Comf. Weary Pilgr. (1809) 58 This depth is called 
the center, the fund or bottom of the soul. 

+b. A coach-seat. (Cf. F. carrosse a deux 
fonds.) Obs. 

1699 M. Lister Yourn. Paris 12 The Coaches..of the 
great Nobility. .have two Seats or Funds. 

ce. of a medal. 

1697 Evetyn Nusism. vi. 214 Moulding Medals..in case 
they polish the Fund with any Tool, ’twill seem to have 
peer trimm’d with more Niceness and Formality than is 

enuine, 


+2. Foundation, groundwork, basis; only in 
immaterial sense; =Fonp sd. 1. Upon one’s own 


Jund : on one’s own account. Oéds. 

1677 GaLE Crt. Gentiles 1. 111. 143 A secret desire of Inde- 
pendence..is graven on the very fund of our corrupt nature. 
1699 BentLey Pha/. 75 The only Fund for this Conjecture 
is Hermippus’s Relation of Pythagoras’s Death. 729 But- 
LER Serm. Wks. 1874 II. 12 Weak ties indeed, and what 
may afford fund enough for ridicule. 1745 Dre For Eng. 
Tradesman Introd. (1841) I. 3 The.. British product, being 
the fund of its inlandtrade. 1748 H. WaLroLe Corr. (1837) 
II. exciii. 239, I took to him for his resemblance to you; 
but am grown to love him upon his own fund. 


3. Source of supply ; a permanent stock that can 
be drawn upon : 


+a. of material things. Rarely A/. Ods. 

1695 Woopwarp Wat. Hist. Lartht. (1723) 52 The Matter 
it self [being] restored to its original Fund and Promptuary, 
the Earth. 1716 R. Cores in Phil. Trans. XXXI1. 69 For 
let A B, represent the plane of the Horizon..E F, a fund of 
Vapours or Exhalations at a considerable height above us. 
1725 Wodrow Corr. (1843) III. 231, I know not what funds 
they have of the papers of those times, 1757 A. Cooper Dis- 
tiller 1. xviii. (1760) 79 Nor is this the only Fund of their 
Brandies. 1793 N. Vansitrart Ref. Propriety Peace 127 
An inexhaustible fund of recruits may be drawn from Hun- 
gary. 1796 Morse Amer. Geog. I. 757 The northern parts 
are covered with wood, among which is an inexhaustible 
fund of large timber. 

b. of immaterial things; =Fonp sd. 2; some- 
times with mixture of sense 2. + Out of one’s own 
Sund [=F. de son propre fonds]: from one’s own 
stock of knowledge, out of one’s own head. 

«1704 T. Brown Wks. (1707) I. u. 81 The translating 
most of the French letters gave me as much trouble as if 
I had written them out of my own fund, 1723 De For 
Col. Fack (1840) 185 Nor had I a fund of religious know- 
ledge. We Junius Lett, xvi. 73 There is a fund of good 
sense in this country, which cannot be deceived. 1770 Lanc- 
HORNE Plutarch (1879) I. 400/t Learning..ought not to 
be considered as mere pastime and an useless fund for talk. 
1832 Hr. Martineau Life in Wilds vi. 80 When we get such 
afund oflabouras this at our command, 1863 Mrs.C. CLARKE 
Shaks. Char. xii. 300 Beatrice possesses a fund of hidden 
tenderness beneath her exterior gaiety and sarcasm, - 1877 
A. B. Epwarps Up Nile vi. 134 The Painter. .bringsa fund 
of experience into the council, 

4. a. sing. A stock or sum of money, esf. one 
set apart for a particular purpose. Cf. Fonp sd. 3. 
Sinking fund: see SINKING vd/. sb. 

1694 Massachusetts Law 27 Oct., A fund for the repayment 
of all such sums. 1726-7 Swirr Gzd/iver 1. vi, Or, if that 
fund be deficient, it is largely supplied by the crown. 1764 
Gotpsm. 7yvav. 202 And e’en those ills, that round his 
mansion rise, Enhance the bliss his scanty fund supplies. 
1795 Gentl. Mag. 544/2 The principal projector of the fund 
for decayed musicians. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xvi, 
A small fund raised by the conversion of some spare clothes 
into ready money. 1868 G. Durr Pol. Surv. 25 There is 
a reserve fund, valued at from two to three times the 
amount of the yearly expenditure, j 

b. A7. Money at a person’s disposal ; pecuniary 
resources. (70 de or put) 22 funds: in possession 
of money. 

1728 Younc Love Fame 1. (1757) 86 By your revenue 
measure your expence ; And to your funds and acres join your 
sense. 1798 Picton L’fool Munic. Rec, (1886) II. 225 Your 
Committee has little doubt of its bringing into the Corpora- 
tion Fundsasumof money. 1848 Mitt Pol. Econ. 1.v. § 2. 
(1876)4x Funds which have not yet foundan investment. 1849 
Tuackeray Pendennis (1885) I1. 17 When he had no funds 
he went on tick, 1873 C. Rosinson WV. S. Wales 93 An 








FUNDAL. 


additional guarantee from the public funds of one-half the 
cost of building. 1879 Miss Brappon Clov. Foot II. i. 11 
When he was in funds he preferred a hansom. 1895 Bupp 
in Law Times XCIX. 545/1 With a view to putting the 
society in funds to pay its out-of-pocket disbursements. 

5. +a. sug. A portion of revenue set apart as a 
security for specified payments. Ods, 

azjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew s.v., A Staunch Fund, 
a good Security. @1715 Burnet Own Time (1734) II. 209 
The parliament went on slowly in fixing the fund for the 
Supplies they had voted. 1726-31 Tinpat Rafin's Hist. 
Eng. (743) I. xvi. 135 Some good fund should be assigned 
her for the payment of what was due. 1740 W. DoucLass 
Disc. Curr. Brit. Plant. Amer. 13 The 500,000/. lately pro- 
posed without Fund or Period. 1776 Apam Smiru IV. JV. 
v. iii. (1869) II. 513 The first general mortgage or fund, con- 
sisting of a prolongation to the first of August 1706, of 
several different taxes which would have expired within 
a shorter term. 

Jig. 1819 J. MARSHALL Const. Opin. (1839) 152 Industry, 
talents and integrity constitute a fund which 1s as confidently 
trusted as property itself. : 

b. Zhe ( public) funds: the stock of the national 


debt, considered as a mode of investment. 

(The origin of this sense may perh. be illustrated by phrases 
like ‘ to invest in securities.) 

1713 STEELE Englishm. No. 55. 353 Methought my Mony 
chink’d..for joy of the Safety of the rest I have in the 
Funds. 1783 Cowper Lez. 23 Nov., If he be the happiest 
man who has least money in the funds. 1809 R. LANcrorpD 
Introd. Trade 52 Funds is a general term for money lent to 
government, and which constitutes the national debt. 1848 
TuHackeray Van, Fair xx, Look what the funds were on 
the rst of March. 1875 W. S. Haywarp Love agst. World 
ii. ro He..must have close on a hundred and fifty thousand 
in the funds. 

+6. In sense of L. fundus: A farm. Obs.~1 

1708 Morteux Raéelats (1737) V. 230 You to your..rural 
Fund migrate. F 

7. Printing. =Fount?. Also attrib. 

1683 [see Founr?]. 1695 Specimen of Let. to Univ. by 
Dr. Fohn Fell, 5 Pair of Fund Cases. 1709 TANNER Let. 
3 Oct. in Hearne Codlect. II. 458 They can have a new fund 
of Letter from Holland. 

8. Comé., fand-holder, one who has money 
invested in the public funds; so fund-holding 
ppl. adj.; fund-lord (formed by Cobbett after /and- 
lord), a magnate whose position is due to wealth 
invested in the funds; fund-monger, one who 
speculates in the public funds; whence /und- 


mongering vbl, sb. 

1797 Fox Sp. Assessed Tax Bill 14 Dec. SP. (1815) VI. 
375 Would you tax the property of the *fund-holder? 1812 
H. Campsetyt in Examiner 25 May 333/1 In 1688..the 
fundholder received about 80 quartern loaves for his pound 
sterling annuity. 1878 F. Harrison in Morinz, Rev. Nov. 697 
If the Sovereign State borrows money at 3 per cent, it.. 
confers on the fundholderalegal right. 1825 CopperT Au, 
Rides (1830) I. 8x The taxes being, in fact, tripled by Peel’s 
Bill, the *fundlords increase in riches. 1888 Pad/ AZall GC. 
18 Apr. 3/r The Rothschild family. .those land-absorbing 
Fund-lords. 1862 V. V. 7ribune 12 June (Cent.) Importing 
that the present civil war has been got up by jobbers, 
swindlers and *fund-mongers. 1886 V. Amer, Rev. Sept. 
CXLIII. 210 Thoroughly imbued with its hostility to per- 
petual debt and *fund-mongering. 

Fund (fend), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 

1. ¢rans, Originally, to provide a ‘fund’ (see 
Funp sé, 5) for the regular payment of the interest 
on (an amount of public debt) ; hence, to convert 
(a floating debt) into a more or less permanent 
debt at a fixed rate of interest. 

1776 [see FunpEpD Zf/. a.]. 1789 T. JEFFERSON Writ. (1859) 
II. 584 If they fund their public debt judiciously. .I believe 
they will be able to borrow any sums they please. 1802 
AppincTon in G, Rose Diaries (1860) I. 513. Exchequer 
bills, which he says he shall .. fund, 1845 M*Cuttocu 
Taxation ii. ii. (1852) 454 Had it been funded in a six and 
a quarter or six and a half per cent. stock, the interest 
might have been reduced five and twenty years ago to 4 or 
4% per cent. 

2. To put into a fund or store (see FunD sd. 3 b) ; 
to collect ; to store (immaterial things). 

1806-7 J. Breresrorp Miseries Hum, Life (1826) vu. 
Introd., I have been little in a humour for..noting them 
down in my tablets ;—I have funded a few loose agonies, 
however. [? Allusiontosense1.] 1845 Forp Handbk. Spain 
1, 50 Every day and everywhere we are unconsciously fund- 
ing a stock of treasures and pleasures of memory. 1879 
Family Herald XLII. 109 A reserve of lion-like courage 
was funded ready for use in that dull mass of matter. 

3. To put (money) in the ‘funds’ (see FUND sé. 


5b); to invest. 

1855 THAcKERAY Wewcomes II. 48, I. R. sent a hundred 
pounds over to his father..who funded it in his son’s name. 

4. intr. Zo fund up: to ‘ pay up’, provide funds. 

1888 Fenn Man with Shadow Il. xix. 223 You will have 
to fund up among the rest, if you don’t want to see your 
poor parson in rags. 

Hence Funding ///. a., in sense 1. 

a1852 Moore Country Dance & Quad, 98 [John Bull] un- 
fleeced by funding block heads. 

Fund, Fund- : see Founp, Founb-. 

Fundable (fundab’l), a. [f. Funp v. + -aBLE.] 
Capable of being funded. 

1884 Pall Mall G. 30 Apr. 11/2 As for the Ten-Forties, 
they are now selling at their fundable value. 

Fundaco, obs. form of Fonpaco. 

Fundal (fondal), a. [f. Funp-us +-au.] Relat- 
ing to the fundus or base of an organ. 

1889 J. M. Duncan Lect, Dis. Wom. x. (ed. 4) 59 In- 
flammation..of the fundus uteri, fundal endometritis. 
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FUNDALITY. 


+Fundarlity. Os. Feudal Law. [ad. med.L. 
Jundilitas, f. fundalis, f. L. fundus an estate. Cf. 
F. fondalité.| (See quot.) 

1611 Corcr., Fondalité, fundalitie; right of, or interest in, 
the soyle; the title or estate of the Lord of a soyle. 

|| Funda‘men. Oés. rare. [L., f. fundare to 
Founp.] Foundation, basis. 

1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles II. 1v. 168 Plato makes Religion 


to be the principal Fundamen of a Republic. 1678 /ézd. 
III. 131 The fundamen of clearing God from being the 


Author of sin is [etc.]. 
Fundament (fwndamént). Also +found- 


ment. Forms: 3-6 fond(e)-, found(e)-, fund(e)- 
ment, (4-5 occas. in pl. -mens), 4, 7 fonda-, 5-7 
foundament, 5, 7 fundamente, 4—- fundament. 
[ME. fondement, a. OF. fondement :—L. funda- 
ment-umt, f. fundare (see Found v.2), f. fundus 
bottom: see Funp sd. The form fundament is 
directly from the Lat., and is therefore strictly a 
distinct word from fozsdment, but it is convenient 
to treat them together on account of the occurrence 
of mixed forms. ] 

+1. The foundation or base of a wall, building, 


etc. Obs. 

1297 R. Gouc. (1724) 131 Lat delue vnder be fundement, 
& pou schalt bi nebe fynde A water pol. 13.. Seuyn Sag. 
2112 (W.) Thai to-rent ston fram ston, The fondement 
to-brast anon. 1377 Lane. P. P2. B, xix. 322 Pere-with 
grace bigan to make a good foundement, And watteled it 
and walled it with his peynes & his passioun, 1426 AUDE- 
LAY Poems 23 3if the fondment be false, the werke most 
nede falle. 1481 Caxton God/rey 248 The fondementes of 
it ben in the holy montaynes. 1535 Stewart Croz. Scot, 
II. 261 Ane castell..Quhairof the fundament restis 3it to se. 
1558 Kennepy Compend. Tract. in Wodr. Soc. Misc. 
(1844) 160 Thaye did big firmelye on that sure roke and 
fundament. 

transf. and fig. a1300 Cursor M, 21739 It [pe croice] es 
..Fondement of ur clergi. ¢1375 Sc. Ley. Saints, Petrus 9 
For-bi cane criste apone hym lay be fundament of haly 
kirk. 1377 Lancet. P. Pl. B. xiv. 199 Elles is al owre 
labour loste .. if fals be be foundement. 1382 Wyc.ir 
Prov. viii. 29 Whan he heeng vp the foundemens of 
the erthe. c1449 Pecock Repr. 438 It [Cephas] is also 
a word of Sire tunge in which it is as miche to seie as 
fundament or ground or stable. x521 FisHER Sev. agst. 
Luther Wks. (1876) 321 That grete foundament of the 
chirche and most stable stone. 1678 Burter Hud. 1 
in Loe As in Bodies Natural The Rump’s the Fundament 
of all. 

++b, A surface on which to stand, footing. Ods. 
¢1418 Pol. Poents (Rolls) II. 243 Ther fete failen fonde- 
ment. 

+2. fig. =Founpation 6. Ods. 

¢1374 CHAucER Boeth. 1. pr. iv. 100 (Camb. MS.) The 
which thing sustenyd by a stronge fowndement of resouns, 
1474 Caxton Chesse 71 The first fondement of Justyce is 
that no man shold noye ne greue other, 1481 — J/yrr. u1. 
xxv. 117 The sonne is the foundement of alle hete and of 
alle tyme. 1533 Gau Richt Vay (1888) 27 Articulis..as 
thay ar contenit in the creid quhair thay haiff thair grund 
and fundment prowine be the halie writ. 1536 BeLLENDEN 
Cron. Scot. (1821) Il. 105, I think it expedient..to preche 
first the foundment of the Cristin faith. 1554 Knox Godly 
Let. Cj, The fundament and reason, why, he wil neither 
offer sacrefice to Idols, neither yet defyle hys mouthe with 
their names, 1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles Il. 1v. 45 There is 
nothing in Moralitie but has some relation to., human 
nature as its subject and fundament. ‘ 

3. The lower part of the body, on which one sits ; 
the buttocks ; also, the orifice of the intestines, the 
anus. Jn birds, the vent. 

1297 R. Giouc. (Rolls) 6340 Pe luber bef..smot him boru 
be fondement. c1340 Cursor M. 22395 (Fairf.) Alle pe filb 
of his magh salle breste out atte his fondament for drede. 
1480 Caxton Chron, Eng. cxcvii. 174 He.. with a spere 
smote the noble knyght in to the foundament soo that his 
bowels comen oute there. 1486 Bk. St. Albans C v, Anoynt 
hir fundement with Oyll. 1533 Exyot Cast. Helthe (1539) 
‘56 b, It amendeth the affectes of. .the fundement. 1607 Top- 
SELL Four, Beasts (1658) 148 The falling of the fundament. 
1656 RincLey Pract, Physick 35 Cock chickens made bare 
at the Fundament. 1698 Sir R. Sippatp in Phil. Trans. 
XX. 266 He hath passed Three by the Fundament. 1727 
Swirr Guddiver u1. vy, The orifice of the fundament. 1754 
Connoisseur No. 5? 12 Applying his foot directly to my 
fundament. 1871 Naprureys Prev. & Cure Dis. 1. iv. 546 
The end may be attained by the pressure of a warm cloth 
against the fundament. 

b. Comd., as fundament-bot (see quot.). 

1836 Penny Cycl. V. 261 The Estrus hemorrhoidalis, or 
fundament-bot. 

A, (See quot.) 

1894 GouLtp Jllustr. Dict, Med. etc., Fundament, in 
embryology, the rudiment. 

+ II. 5. The action of founding or establishing ; 
also, something that is founded, an institution. Oés. 

c 1394 P. Pl. Crede 250 Our foundement was first of be 
opere. 1513 Douctas eis 11. i. 37 Begouth I first set 
wallis of a citie Allthocht my fundment was infortunate. 
1536 BELLENDEN Cron, Scot. (1821) II. 6 Thay .. maid the 
first foundement of the nobil realme of France. 

Fundamental (fyndame:ntal), a. and sd. [ad. 
mod.L. funddmentalis, {. fundamentum: see 
Funpament and -au. Cf. F. fondamental.] 

A. adj. 

+1. Of or pertaining to the foundation or base 
of a building. Ods. 

161x Coryar Crudities 503 Conrade .. placed the first 
fundamentall stone with his owne handes. 1632 Lirucow 
Trav. 11. 123 The fundamentall walls yet extant. c1650 
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Z. Boyp in Zion’s Flowers (1855) Introd. 50 Christ the 
fundamental stone. 1769 Middlesex Frni. 12-14 Sept. 2/2 
Near 300/. expended in fundamental repairs [of a tavern]. 

+b. Having a foundation, fixed, not temporary. 
Obs. rare. 

1633 T. Apams Zxf, 2 Peter i, 18 ‘Let us build here 
three tabernacles’, movable tilts? No}; fundamental and 
constant habitations. 

2. Of or pertaining to the foundation or ground- 
work, going to the root of the matter. 

1449 Pecock Refr. m1. xix. 413 Aftir sure fundamental 
encerche, 1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ Surg. 1. vi. 25 The true 
signs, whereby you may have a fundamental information of 
a wounds condition. 1659 Pearson Creed (1839) 5 If there 
be any fundamental distinction in the authority of the 
testimony. 1781 J. Moorr Vzew Soc. /¢. (1790) I. viii. 80 Before 
they could submit to such a fundamental change. 1860 
TyNpALt Glac, u1. i. 227 The fundamental analogy of sound 
and light is thus before us. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. 
Org. vy. 120 The consideration involves the fundamental 
question of what is a University. , 

3. Serving as the foundation or base on which 
something is built, Chiefly and now exclusively 
in immaterial applications. Hence, forming an 
essential or indispensable part of a system, institu- 


tion, etc. Const. ¢o (rarely of). 

16or Suaxs, Ad/’s Well 111. i. 2 Now haue you heard The 
fundamentall reasons of this warre. 1641 Vind. Swiec- 
tymnuus iy. 56 Fundamentall laws are not subject to 
alteration. 1649 Burne Lug. Limprov. Impr. (1653) 223 
The Sheath and plough-head, which is the materiall funda- 
mentall peece in the Plough, must be made of heart of Oak. 
1650 Futter Pisgah 1. xi. 235 Samson applied himself to 
the two pillars most fundamentall to the roof of Dagons 
Temple. @1705 Howe in Spurgeon 7veas. Dav. Ps. Ixxxix. 
2 Former mercies are fundamental to laterones. 1718 Prior 
Power 217 Their illsall built on life, that fundamentalill. 1771 
Funius Lett. \ix. 304 The fundamental principles of chris- 
tianity may still be preserved. 1785 Reip /nt. Powers 608 
The fundamental rules of poetry and music and painting, 
and dramatic action, and eloquence, have always been 
the same, and will be to the end of the world. 1835 J. 
Harris Gt. Teacher (1837) 87 The existence of the Deity is 
a truth fundamental of every other. 1863 Gro. Exior 
Romola ut. xx, The ideas of strict law and order were 
fundamental to all his political teaching. 1876 MozLry 
Univ. Serm. iv. (1877) 88 How low down in a man some- 
times. .lies the fundamental motive which sways his life ! 

b. Primary, original; from which others are 


derived. 

c1449 Prcock Repy. ut. xii. 350 Noon fundamental 
cronicler or Storier writith therof saue Girald. 1 
CarrENTER in Scz. Opin. 6 Jan. 174/2 Of the most varied 
shapes, apparently referrible to the Astrorhiza limicola as 
their fundamental type. 1874 Sayce Compar. Philol. vii. 
262 In the noun the nominative was regarded as the funda- 
mental case. 1879 tr. Sesper’s Anint. Life 11 To show .. 
how such a change in the organ might be effected side by 
side with permanence of the fundamental form, 188r 
Westcot1t & HortGrk. NV. T. Introd. § 15 The fundamental 
editions were those of Erasmus..and of Stunica. 

c. esp. Math. and Cryst. 

1570 Dee Math. Pref. 30 Diuide the side of your Funda- 
mentall Cube into so many equall partes, 1669 Srurmy 
Mariner's Mag. 1. 47 Therefore we will demonstrate the 
fundamental Diagram of the Mathematical Scale. 1706 
Puitties (ed, Kersey), Pundamental Diagram, a Pro- 
jection of the Sphere in a Plane &c, 1721-92 in BaiLey. 
1805-17 R. Jameson Char. Min. (ed. 3) 120 A fundamental 
figure 1s said to be acuminated when [etc.]. 1875 EverETT 
C. G. S. Syst. Units ii.7 The quantities commonly selected 
to serve as the fundamental units are—a definite length, 
a definite mass, a definite interval of time. 1882 MiNcHIN 
Unipl. Kinemat. 235 In virtue of the fundamental equations 
(2) of No. 2, we have [etc.]. 1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech, 
Engin., Fundamental Circle or Base Circle, a curye which 
is rolled over by a generating circle in the production of 
cycloidal curves. 1893 ForsytH 7. Functions 591 There 
is considerable freedom of choice of an initial region of 
reference, which may be called a fundamental region. /dzd. 
603 It is a circle being the inverse of aline; it is unaltered 
by the substitutions of the new group, and it is therefore 
called the fundamental circle of this group. ; 

4, Of strata; Lying at the bottom. 

1799 Kirwan Geol. Ess. 42 Mr. Eversman..tells us that 
the fundamental rock of Scotland is a mass of the granitic 
kind, 1830 LyeLt Princ. Geol. I. 202 The fundamental 
rock..is a black slate. 186 W. Farrsairn Addr. Brit. 
Assoc., He has proved the existence of a fundamental 
gneiss, on which all the other rocks repose. 

5. Biol. and Bot. (See quots.) 

1856 Henstow Dict. Bot. Terms, Fundamental-organs, 
the nutritive organs absolutely essential to the existence of 
the individual. 1866 7veas. Bot., Fuxdamental, constituting 
the essential part of anything; in a plant, the axis and its 
appendages. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 155 Epidermal and 
fundamental tissues. 1885 Syd, Soc. Lex., Fundamental 
organs, term applied by von Baer to the primary structures 
which directly issue from the blastoderm in the form of 
tubes, and from which the permanent organs or structures 
are developed. 1894 Goutp /élustr. Dict. Med., etc., Fun- 
damental Tissue, in biology, unspecialized parenchyma; 
those tissues of a plant through which the fibro-vascular 
bundles are distributed. 

6. Mus. Applied to the lowest note of a chord, 
considered as the foundation or ‘root’ of it; also 
to the tone produced by the vibration of the whole 
of a sonorous body, as distinguished from the higher 
tones or Harmonics produced by that of its parts. 

Fundamental bass, a low note, or series of low notes, 
forming the root or roots of a chord or succession of chords, 
fundamental chord, an old name for the common chord ; 
now extended to any chord formed of harmonics of the 
fundamental tone. 

1752 tr, Rameau's Treat, Mus. ii. 9 Of the Fundamental 











FUNDATORIAL, 


Bass. /éid. x. 28 Any one of the Notes contained in the 
fundamental Chords, 1825 DANNELEY Excycl, Mus., Funda- 
mental Movement, progression or movement of that species 
of bass. Jbid., Hundamental Sound, the gravest sound or 
generator. 1828 Bussy Jus. Man., Mundamental Bass, 
that bass on which the superincumbent harmony is founded ; 
or of which the superior parts of the accompanying chord 
constitute the third, fifth, and eighth. Jéid., Fundamental 
Chord, a chord consisting of the third, fifth and eighth, of 
the fundamental bass. 183 Brewster Wat. Magic viii. 
(1833) 181 This sound is called the fundamental sound of 
the string. 1876 tr. Blaserna’s Sound i. 18 The note is the 
lowest that the pipe can give, for which reason it is called 
the fundamental note of the pipe. 1876 Srainer & BARRETT 
Dict. Mus. T., Fundamental tones, the tones from which 
harmonics are generated. 1889 E. Prour Harmony iii. § 6x 
Our ‘fundamental chord’—that is, a chord composed of 
the harmonics of its fundamental tone, or generator. /did. 
ix. § 197 We here meet.. with a ‘fundamental discord’, 


"| 7. jocularly. Of or pertaining to the funda- 


ment or ‘ seat’, posterior. 

1767 A. CamrseLy Lexiph. (1774) 65, I lingered behind, 
detained by my fundamental malady. 1828 Blackw. Mag. 
XXIV. 184 He fixes his fundamental feature upon the outer 
edge of a chair. 

Hence Fundame'’ntalness. 

1727 in Baitey vol. II. 

» SO. 

1. A leading or primary principle, rule, law, or 
article, which serves as the groundwork of a system; 
an essential part. Chiefly in f/.; the sing. is ods. 
or arch. 

1637 Crt. § Times Chas. I (1848) II. 263 They have 
composed a symbol of fundamentals, which both the 
Lutherans and Calvinists do hold without interfering one 
with another. 1641 Vind, Smectymnuus iv. 60 How then 
is Episcopacie one of the fundamentals of the kingdome? 
1650 H. Brooke Conserv. Health 24 A Fundamentall in 
Physic. a1652 J. Smiru Se/. Disc. vi. v. (1821) 228 Relying 
upon this known fundamental, viz. That there is no 
prophecy revealed but by one of these two ways. 1704 
Netson Fest, & Hasts vii. (1739) 540 The same Apostle 
mentions as a Fundamental, not only. . Baptism but also the 
laying on of Hands. 1862 Merivate Rom. Emp. (1865) 
IV. xxxix. 373 They permitted little deviation .. from 
these great fundamentals. 1864 Burton Scot Ady. I. i. 16 
There is an odd tenacity of life in the fundamentals of.. 
legends. 1878 Mortey Vauvenargues 11 Very faint and 
doubtful as to even the fundamentals—God, immortality, 
and the like. ‘ 

b. p/. Fundamental requisites. ? zonce-use. 

1864 E. Burritt Walk fr. Lond. to Fohn o Groats 378 
Bread, bacon, and butter. Their stock of these fundamentals 
was exhausted. 

2. Mus. Short for fundamental tone or note: see 
A. 6. (Formerly = hey-note.) 

1727-41 CHAMBERS Cycd., Fundamental, in music, denotes 
the principal note of a song or composition, to which all the 
rest are in some measure adapted, and by which they are 
swayed, 1825 DanNELEY Zzcycl. Mus., Fundamental, the 
principal note or root of a harmony, concordant or dis- 
cordant. 

Fundamentality (fo:ndaméntz'liti). [f. prec. 
+-1ry.] The quality or state of being fundamental. 

1721-92 BaiLtey, Hundamentality, the belonging to the 
Foundation, 1816 W. Taytorin Monthly Rev. LXXX. 367 
More of fundamentality in the research. 1840 GLADSTONE 
Ch, Princ. 301 The fundamentality of a given proposition in 
religion. 

Fundamentally (fyndime‘ntali), adv. [f. as 
prec.+-Ly 2,] In a fundamental manner. 

+1. From the foundation or bottom upwards, 


thoroughly. Ods. 

160z F. Herinc Avaz. 21 Fundamentally learne the Noble 
Art of Physicke. 1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ Surg. 1. iii. 7 It is 
undeniable, that wounds ought to be cured fundamentally, 
not superficially. 1662 Perry 7axes 27 Men.. cobble up 
old houses, until they become fundamentally irreparable, 

2. In fundamental or essential matters or points, 
as regards fundamentals, essentially. 

1628 T. Spencer Logick 236 To conclude this point of 
Connext axiomes; I hope it doth now erect that, they 
are fundamentally, and indeed no other but simple. 1664 
H. More JMyst. [nig. 110 There can be nothing more 
fundamentally Antichristian than it. 1701 J. Law Counc. 
Trade (1751) 5 Such as fundamentally, at least understand 
arithmetic and accompts. 1748 CuesterF. Left, 16 Feb. 
(1870) My health .. though not fundamentally bad, yet .. 
wanted some repairs. 1790 Burke #7. Rev. Wks. V. 125 
The simple governments are fundamentally defective, 1827 
Yeats Techn. Hist. Comm. 325 Fundamentally, the process 
consists in [etc.]. 1880 H. Meee 2 Diary of Man of Fifty 324, 
I was fundamentally not the least addicted to thinking evil. 

{| 3. jocularly. At the fundament or ‘ seat’. 

1836 E. Howarp &. Reefer v, Oh! those floggings, how 
deceptive they were, and how much I regretted them when 
I came to understand the thing fundamentally. 1842 [see 
DEPHLOGISTICATE ¥. 2]. 

+ Fundamentive, a. Obs. rare. [f. Funpa- 
MENT +-IVE.] Original. 

1593 NasnE Christ's T. (1613) 58 There were in Ierusalem 
three factions, Eleazers..was the fundamentiue and first. 


+Fundative, a. Ols. [f. L. type */unda- 
tivus, f, fundare; see Founp v.1 and -ativz.] 
Tending to found or originate. 

1677 GALE Crt. Gentiles 11. 1v. 14 The Divine Bonitie .. 
is .. constitutive and fundative of althings. 

Fundatorial (fondatdorial), a. rare. [f. L. 
type *fundatori-us (see next) + -AL.] Pertaining 
or proper to a founder, 

1892 Freeman “ist. Ess. Ser. 1. xvi. 305 The Queen issues 
the document by virtue of her ‘fundatorial’ powers. 


FUNDATORY. 


+Fundatory, a. Ods. [f. L. type *funda- 
torius, {. fundare: see FounD v.1 and -ory.] 
Having the function or effect of founding (an 
institution), 

1635 Pacitr Christianogr. ut. (1636) 67 The Fundatory 
Letters, or Statutes of the Foundation of the said Monastery. 

+ Fundatrix. 00s. [mod.L. fundatrix, fem. 
of L. fundator, agent-n. f. fundare: see Foun 2.2] 
= Founprgss |, 

1549 Ripcey in Bradford's Wks. (1853) II. 371 The 
fundatrix purpose was wondrous godly, her fact was godly. 

Funded (fundéd), A¢/. a. [f. Funp v.+-Ep !.] 

1. a. Of a debt or stock: That has been made 
part of the permanent debt of the state, with pro- 
vision for the regular payment of interest at a fixed 
rate. 

1776 Apam Smita W, N. vy. iii. (1869) II. 522 The publick 
debts of Great Britain funded and unfunded. 1797 Monthly 
Mag. 111. 199 Besides the said four funded stocks, a national 
bank is established at Philadelphia. 1820 Syp. SmitH 
Plymiley's Lett. Wks. 1859 11. 166/2 Ireland now supports 
a funded debt of about 64 millions. 1866 Crump Banking 
ix. 183 The permanent debt due to the Bank .. which was 
included in the national debt accounts as funded debt. 

b. Of property: Invested in ‘the funds’. 

1848 Mitt Pol. Econ, Prelim. Remarks I. 9 Funded 
property therefore cannot be counted as part of the national 
wealth. 1858 Lp. St. Leonarps Handy-bk. Prop. Law xx. 


152 In bequeathing your stock, give it generally, as all your 
funded property. 


2. Stored up. Cf. Funp », 2. 


1841-4 Emerson £ss., Manners Wks, (Bohn) I. 208 The 
class of power, the working heroes... see that .. fashion is 
funded talent. 1888 T, W, Hiccinson Women & Men xv. 
77 The traditions and habits of society are to a great extent 
what might be called funded and accumulated good feeling. 


+ Fu'ndible, ¢. Ods.-° [as if ad. L. *fundi- 
bilis, f. fundére to pour.] That may be poured. 
ws in Asx. 
undie, var. of Found v.5 (In quot. ¢vans. = 
to benumb.) 


1591 Jas. I. tr, Du Bartas’ Furies 240 The Moone doth 
deaze and fundie him, Her brother rosts him quite. 


Funding (fundin), vd/. sb. [f. Funp v.+ 
-InG1.] The action of the vb. Funp (sense 1); 
conversion of a floating debt into a permanent one. 

21776 Apam Situ W, N. v. iii. (1869) II. 521 We had 


recourse to the ruinous expedient of perpetual funding. 1792° 


A. Youns Trav. France 517 It remains a subject of infinite 
curiosity, to see how far the infatuated and blind spirit of 
funding will now be pursued. 18453 M‘CuLtocu Taxation 
il. ii. (1852) 447 Funding is now effected in France as in 
England, by granting interminable annuities redeemable at 
pleasure. 

attrib. 1790 M. Cutter in Life Frnls. & Corr. (1888) I. 
463 Congress..ought to pay no regard to this matter in their 
establishment of a funding system. 1846 MeCuttocu Acc. 
Brit. Emp. (1854) Il. 428 In the infancy of the funding 
system it was customary to borrow upon the security of 
some tax, or portion of a tax, set apart as a fund for dis- 
charging the principal and interest of the sum borrowed. 
1892 Daily News 29 June 2/3 The directors protest against 
the receipt of funding bonds instead of the cash guarantee. 

Fundless (fo'ndlés), a. [f. Funp sd. + -LEss.] 
Without funds, 


1891 Sat, Rev.7 Mar, 278/1 The unhappy anti-Parnellites, 
bookless, fundless, branchless, denounced him. 


Funduck, obs. form of Fonpux. 

|| Fundus (fondgs). [L. fundus bottom.] 

1. Anat, The base or bottom of an organ; the 
part remote from the external aperture. Fundus 
of the eye; ‘the back part of the globe of the eye 
behind the crystalline lens’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885). 
_ 1754-64 Smetiie Midwif I, 96 The Uterus ..is divided 
into neck and Fundus., 1804 Med. Frnl, XII. 236 The 
uterus was united with the fundus of the bladder, and 

rojected very little above it, 1840 G. V. Eris Azat, 608 

he upper part or fundus is convex, and covered by perito- 
neum, 1871 Hammonp Dis, Nerv. Syst. p. xii, This process 
gives a very satisfactory view of the fundus with the optic 
disk and retinal vessels. 1877 Huxtey Axat. Inv. Anim, 
x, 604 The cesophageal opening looks backwards to the 
fundus ofthesac, 1887 G.I. Lapp Physiol. Psychol. x. § 16 
549 Prolonged work with the microscope will cause the 
images seen in its focus to ‘live in the fundus of the eye’. 

2. Foundation, groundwork. rare}, 

1840 De Quincey Sty/e in Blackw. Mag. July XLVIIL. x 
Want of principle and want of moral sensibility compose 
the original fundus of southern manners, 

Fune, var. of Foin sé.1 Ods, 

Funebrial (fiznzbrial), a Now vare. Also 
7 funebriall, 7-8 funebral. [f. L. finmebri-s (f. 
JSunus funeral) + -AL.] Of or pertaining to funerals, 
funereal, Hence, gloomy, sad, melancholy. 

1604 T. WricHT Passions vy. § 2. 163 What are funebriall 
accents, but ruthful lamentations for our friends eclipsed? 
1645 Evetyn Meme. (1857) I. 174 Here I heard a Spanish 
sermon, or funebral oration, 1664 — Sylva (1776) 291 We 
have most of our pot-ashes of this wood together with the 
torch or Funebral Staves. a@1682 Sir T. Browne 7vacts 
(1684) 91 Their funebrial Garlands had little of beauty in 
them beside Roses. 1790 Pennant London (1813) 507 
A shroud..he dressed himself in that funebrial habit, 1830 
Soutuey Let. ro July in Life § Corr. VI. 108 An air of 
book-making..which is not lessened by the funebrial verses 
that it contains, 1865 L’Esrrance Vachting round W. 
Eng. 100 By some they are considered to have been fune- 
brial, and originally covered with mounds of earth. 1866 
G. Macnonatp Unspoken Serm. (1884) 237 Those pagans 
who in their Elysian fields could hope to possess only such 
a thin, fleeting, dreamy, and altogether funebrial existence. 
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+Fune'brious, ¢. OJs. Also funebrous. 
[f. as prec.+-ous. With funebrous cf. OF. fune- 
breux.| =prec. 

1653 Sir G. Warton Disc. Conzets Wks. (1683) 159 Comets 
are certain Funebrious Appearances. 1654 CoKAINE Dianea 
ii, 217 At so funebrous a spectacle I could not refraine from 
griefe. 1669 R. B. Life 7. Morton Pref. 16 Funebrious sick- 
ness of the plague. 1708 OzELL Doileau’s Lutriniii. 42 Here 
Ravens and Funebrous Birds resort. 1721 BaiLey, /1me- 
érous. [In mod. Dicts.] 

+Funel. Ods. rare—'. Also 3-4 fonel. [a. 
OF. funel:—-L. finale, f. fiints rope.] A rope. 

@ 1300 Cursor M. 3306 Wantes vs here na uessell, Ne 
mele, ne bucket, ne funell [v.~. fonel]. 

Funeral (fiznéral), a. and sd. Forms: 5-7 
funerall, (5 fynerall, 6 funyralle), 4~ funeral, 
Plural. 5-7 funeralles, (5 funerales, funeralx, 
fyneralles, 6 funirals), 6-7 funeral(1)s. [The 
adj. is a. OF, funeral, ad. med.L. funeral-is, f. 
Siner-, fiinus, funeral, death, dead body. ‘The sb. 
is ad. OF. funerazlle (1406 Hatz.-Darm.), collect. 
fem. sing., ad. med.L. /vimeralia, neut. pl. of the 
adj. Like many other OF. sbs, in -az//e of similar 
derivation, the word was used in the pl. with the 
same sense as in the sing. (mod.F. has only the pl. 
Junérailles) ; this usage was originally followed in 
English, and continued until the end of the 17th c.] 

A. adj. 

1. Of or pertaining to the ceremonial burial (or 
cremation) of the dead; used, observed, delivered, 
etc. at a burial. Now usually apprehended as an 
attributive use of the sd. Cf. B. 6. 

Funerat-ale (? nonce-wd.) = Arvat. Puneral column (see 
quot. 1862). xneral-house: (a) the house from which a 
funeral has started, (4) a mortuary. /xneral pall: the 
pall used to cover the coffin, also fig. Huneral pile, pyre: 
the pile of wood and other combustibles on which a dead 
body is burned, + /uneral pot = funeral urn. + Puneral 
ring: a ring given at or in remembrance of a funeral; a 
mourning ring. /uneral-toll: the tolling of a bell at a 
funeral. /umeral urn; the urn in which the ashes were 
placed after cremation. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Kvt.’s T, 2006 He wolde make a fyr, in 
which thoffice Funeral he mighteal accomplice. 1439 Z. Z. 
Wills (1882) 115 My byryng..& expenses funeralx. 1529 
More Sufpplic. Soulys Wks. 328/1 There wer in the funeral 
seruice at the burying of the corps, the selfe same psalmes 
songen. 1548 UDALL, etc., Zrasm. Par. Mark v. 38-9 The 
syngyng men thatsynge vayne funerall songes vntothe deade 
bodie. 1579-80 Nortu Plutarch (1676) 315 [The people] 
came..to touch the Funerall-pot ofhisashes. 1583 STUBBES 
Anat. Abus, u. (1882) 84 Is it not lawfull for him to take 
monie in his cure for preaching funerall sermons? 1593 
Suaks. 3 Hen, VI, u. v. 117 My sighing brest, shall be thy 
Funerall bell, 1601 WerEvER Mirr. Mart. Dvjb, My 
Swans last funerall dirgee to the king. 1604 DeKkkeR 
Honest Wh, Wks. 1873 II. 4 Funerall griefe loathes words. 
1629 J. Core Of Death 164 After any buriall, the neerest 
friends returne to the Funerall house. 1638 BAKER tr. 
Balzac’s Lett. 1. (vol, II.) 76 You have had the pleasure to 
heare your owne Funerall Oration, 1648 Bury Wills 
(Camden) 211 That noe funerall pompe be bestowed at my 
buriall. 1658 Sir T. Browne Aydriot, Ep. Ded., The 
Funeral Pyre was out and the last Valediction over. 1683 
Lond. Gaz. No. 1789/4 All Persons who shall have occasion 
for Funeral Rings for time to come. a@1693 UrQquHarT 
Rabelais 1. lii. 423 The Fuel of the Funeral and bustuary 
Fire. 1719 De For Crusoe u, i, The flattery of a funeral 
sermon. 1756-7 tr. Keyslery’s Trav. (1760) II, 315 They 
were equal as to fame and funeral honours. @1771 Gray 
Desc. Odin 70 Hoder’s corse.. Flaming on the fun’ral pile. 
1797 Mrs. Ravcurre /talian vi, She repaired first to the 
convent to attend the funeral service. 1804 J. GRAHAME 
Sabbath 191 The funeral-toll, announces solemnly The 
service of the tomb. 1818 Cruise Digest (ed. 2) VI. 339 
After payment of my just debts and funeralexpences. 1827 
Pottox Course T. 1x. 1180 Thousands that sleep Forgotten 
beneaththe funeral pall of Time. 1838 THirLwWALLG7eece III. 
131 Thepraises of Athens were the main topic of every funeral 
harangue. 1850 Zcclesiologist X. 339 Vague terms as 
Burial-House, or Rest-House, or Funeral-House, will never 
come into vogue. 1854 C. F. ALexanper Burial of Moses 
v. Poems (1896) 84 But when the warrior dieth, His com- 
rades in the war, With arms reversed and muffled drum, 
Follow his funeral car. 1862 Dict. Arch. (Arch. Publ. Soc.), 
Funeral column, the name applied by some writers to a 
pillar raised instead of a cenotaph; or over a place of 
sepulture. 1875 Edin. Rev. July CXLII. 208 It is far more 
likely .. that the vow was made at his [Harold Harfagr’s] 
father’s funeral-ale. 

2. = FUNEREAL, 

1651 Jer. Taytor Holy Dying iii. § 6 To converse with 
his friends and standers by so as may do them com- 
fort, and ease their funeral and civil pokes a 1678 Cup- 
wortH /ntell. Syst. 226 Many of the Religious Rites and 
Solemnities, observed by the Pagan Priests, were Mournful 
and Funeral. 1771 SMottett Humph. Cl. III. 8 Aug., The 
firs..look dull and funeral. 1814 Byron Corsaiy uu. xvi, 
O’er which the raven flaps her funeral wing. 

B. sé. 1. The ceremonies connected with the 
burial (or cremation, etc.) of the body of a dead 
person; obsequies; a burial (or its equivalent) 
with the attendant observances. 

a@zs1z Fasyan W7d/ in Chron. Pref. 6, I will that after my 
funerall. that .xii. of the foresaid torches be bestowed as 
after foloweth, 1526 oe Pref. (W. de W. 1531) 257b, 
At complyn where shold be remembred the funerall or 
buryall of that most holy corps. 160z Suaxs. Fad, C. ut 
i. 233 Do not consent That Antony speake in his Funerall. 
1667 EveLtyn Diary 3 Aug., Went to Mr. Cowley’s funeral, 
whose corpse .. was conveyed to Westminster Abbey in 
a hearse with six horses. 1712 Appison SZect. No, 416 P 2 
Melancholy Scenes and Apprehensions of Deaths and 








FUNERATE. 


Funerals. 1794 Mrs. Rapciirre Myst. Udolpho ii, On his 
return from the funeral, St. Aubert shut himself in his 
chamber. 1820 W. Irvine Sketch Bk. I. 300 Funerals in 
the country are solemnly impressive. 1858 Lp. St. LEonARDS 
Handy-bk. Prop. Law xxi. 168 You must be careful in your 
expenditure on the funeral. 

Jig. 1885 Tennyson To Princess Beatrice, The Mother 
weeps At that white funeral of the single life, Her maiden 
daughter’s marriage. 1894 Westie. Gaz. 29 Aug. 5/2 Next 
election would see the funeral of party government. 

+b. pl. with sing. sense. Ods. 

1543 GRAFTON Contn. Harding 475 The duke of Gloucestre 
kepte the kyng his brothers funeralles. a1553 UpALL 
Royster D. (Arb.) 88 Some parte of his funeralls let vs here 
beginne. 1645 QuarLes Sol. Recant. xii. 58 Mourners 
come to meet ‘hy tear-bedabled fun’rals in the Street. 1692 
Woop A?¢h. Oxon. 1. 280 On the 5 of Sept. following his 
Funerals were solemnized. 1711 Lp. MoLreswortu tr. 7. 
Hotman’s Franco-Gallia (1721) 22 Lewis .. celebrated his 
Funerals. 

Jig. 1589 R. Harvey Pl. Perc. (1590) 23, I-.drinke to the 
funerals of your Enimitie. 1684 Scanderbeg Rediv. ili. 45 
Behold, I say, the time which is the Funerals of my Glory. 

+2. p/. The expenses attending a funeral. Ods. 

1496 W77Z of Cely (Somerset Ho.), After that my funerales 
and dethe be paied. 1590 SwinBuRNE Testaments 104 The 
lawe of this lande. .leaueth all the residue to the disposition 
of the testator, funeralles and debts deducted. a@1626 Bacon 
Max, & Uses Cont. Law (1635) 71 If the Executor or 
Administrator pay debts, or funeralls, or Legacies of his 
owne money. 

+3. sing. and g/. A funeral sermon. Oés. 

1641 Trapp Theol. Theol. 193 The fiend..preacht Sauls 
funerall, as one callsit. 1655 FULLER Ch. His¢. 1x. iii. § 2 In 
the absence of Doctor Humfreys designed for that service, 
Mr. Giles Laurence preached his Funeralls. a 1661 — 
Worthies, Hereford (1662) 41, I could learn little from the 
Minister which preached his funeral. 

Jig. 1621 Crt. §& Times Fas, [ (1849) II. 245, I send you 
here the funerals of the Bohemian affairs, if that be true 
which the enclosed reporteth. 

4. A burial procession, 

a3745 Swirt Direct. Servants, Chambermaid Wks. 1824 
XI. 443 You are sometimes desirous to seea funeral... As they 
pass by in the street [etc.]. 1812 J. Witson /s/e of Palnis 1. 
103 A city bell Wailed for a funeral passing to the tomb. 
1824-9 LANDor Jag. Conv. Wks. 1846 I. 1. 320 There is no 
funeral so sad to follow as the funeral of our own youth. 
1877 Bryant Poems, Among the Trees 45 The funeral goes 
forth ; a silent train Moves slowly from the desolate home, 

5. In various indefinite applications: a. death ; 
b. grave; c. monument. 

1575 R. B. Appius & Virginia in Hazl. Dodsley IV. 149 
Which hast the seed of thine own loin thrust forth to 
funeral! 1590 Spenser /. Q. 1. v. 25 Him deeming dead.. 
[he] Fledd fast away to tell his funerall Unto his brother. 
1591 — Ruins of Rome 37 Rome now of Rome is th’onely 
funerall. 1608 SHaks, Per. 1. iv. 32 He lives to govern us, 
Or dead, give’s cause to mourn his funeral. 1668 DENHAM 
Pass. Dido 199 May he..find his funeral I’ th’ Sands, when 
he before his day shall fall. 1705 SranHore Paraphr. I. 316 
Those Funerals which come by gentle and leisurely decays. 

6. attrib. and Combd., as funeral-biscuit, -boat, 
~cake, -cup, -party, -undertaker. 

1882 McQuEEN in Macw. Mag. XLVI. 163, I have already 
referred to what was called the ‘*funeral biscuit’. 1884 
Contemp, Rev, Aug. 329 ‘Funeral biscuits’ are baked 
expressly for those who visit the house on the day of inter- 
ment. 1843 S.C. Hatt /veland III. 187 And all in that 
*funeral-boat repeated ‘why—why—why’. 1884 Chesh. 
Gloss., *Funeral-cakes, long, narrow, sponge cakes used at 
funerals. /did., *Funeral cups, drinking vessels used at 
funerals. 1832 2. Ind. Sketch Bk. 11. 124, 1 watched the 
*funeral-party as they stood..in all the pride of their 
military array. 1707 Earv or Binpon in Lond. Gaz. No. 
4339/3 Divers Abuses.. have been committed .. by Painters, 
*Funeral-Undertakers. 

+ Funeral, v. Ods.—' [f. prec. sb.] rans. To 
bury. Also (?nonce-use), Zo funeral it; to mourn 
for the dead. 

1s95 Hunnis Yoseph 76 The purchase of the field and 
caue; and all that therein stood Of Heth his children 
purchast was, to funerall the good. 164x R. Harris Adners 
funerall x "Vis an hard thing to Funerall it well .. God ., 
helps us here by David. He has the art of mourning. 

+Fu'neralize, v. Ovs.—’ [f FUNERAL a. + 
-1zE.] ¢vans. To render sad or melancholy. 

1654 Coxaine Diavea u. 119 It transfixes my soule, that 
the first day in which I have had the fortune to reverence 
you should be funeralized with things most molestfull. 

+ Funerally, adv. Ods. [f. as prec. + -Ly ?.] 
In a funeral manner; with funeral ceremonies. 

1658 Sir T. Browne Hydviot. i. 3 For when even crows 
were funerally burnt, Poppea the wife of Nero found a 
peculiar grave enterment, 

Funerary (fidnérari), a. [ad. late L. fine- 
rarius, {, fiiner-, fiinus: see FUNERAL. Cf. F. 
JSunéraire.| Of or pertaining to a funeral or burial, 

@1693 Urounart Raédelais m1. xxiii, 185 Those Funerary 
and Obsequial Festivals, @ 1822 SHELLEY Pr. Wks. (1880) 
III. 62 It was probably an altar to Bacchus, possibly a 
funerary urn. 1866 Daily Ted. 16 Jan. 7/3 The deciphering , 
of Egyptian funerary rolls, 1890 A. B. Epwarps in Century 
Mag. Jan. XX XIX. 328 The sacred cats .. had their fune- 
rary bronzes laid beside them in the grave. 

+Fu:nerate, v. Ods. Pa. pple. 6 funerat, 
funerated. [f. L. fanera- ppl. stem. of fiinerare, 
f. finer-, fiinus: see FUNERAL.] trans. To bury 
with funeral rites. 

1548 Richmond Wills (Surtees) 66 My body to be funerat 
within the churcheyerd of Fyngell. 1568 /4id. My bodye 
to be funerated or buried within the churche of Est Witton. 

So Funerartion [late L. /iineration-em], the 
performance of funeral rites. 


FUNEREAL. 


1625 Ussuer Answ. Yesuit 311 To the..funeration be- 
longeth the imbalming of the dead body, 1693 KNATCHBULL 
Difficult Texts 41 ‘The rites of funeration. 

Funereal (fiznior/al}, a. [f. L. frinmere-us (f. 
finer-, fiinus: see FUNERAL) + -AL.] Of or pertain- 
ing toafuneral; appropriate toa funeral. Hence, 
gloomy, dark, dismal, melancholy, mournful. 

1725 Pore Odyss. 1v. 740 You timely will return a welcome 
guest, With him to share the sad funereal feast. ¢1750 
SHENSTONE Zlegies iv. 2 Near some lone fane, or yew’s 
funereal green. 1791 Cowper /diad u. 725 Cyparissa veiled 
With broad redundance of funereal shades. 1818 Scorr 
Rob Roy xxxv, A chill hung over our minds, as if the feast 
had been funereal. 1841 THackrray and Muner. Nafpol. i, 
A car..decked with funereal emblems, had been prepared. 
1871 L. Sreruen Playgr. Eur. iv. 1. 239 We marched at 
a funereal pace through the forest. 1875 Renour Zgyft. 
Gram. 66 The funereal papyri. 

Hence Fune:really aév., in a funereal manner. 

1860 Add Vear Round No. 39. 294 Strangely and fune- 
really suggestive of a mausoleum. 1886 W. J. Tucker 


£. Europe 332 The hearse.. was drawn by four black 
funereally-draped horses. 

+Funerous, a. Obs-° [f. L. fiiner-, funus 
FUNERAL. ] 

1656 in Blount Glossogr. 1676 in Coes. 

Funest (fizne’st),a. Now rare. Also 7 funeste. 
[ad. F. funeste, ad. L. finestus, f. fiimus: see 
Funrrau.] Causing or portending death or evil; 
fatal, deadly, disastrous ; deeply deplorable. 

1654 tr. Scudery’s Curia Pol. 96 How funest and direfull 
must my conceptions be, looking upon her prison all hanged 
with black. 1671 77ue Non-conf. 418 This execution was.. 
one of the funeste effects of the war. 1727 Swirr God's 
Rev, agst. Punning Wks. 1755 I11.1. 169 Scarce had this 
unhappy nation recovered these funest disasters, 1865 
Loner. To [taly 3 The dower funest of infinite wretchedness. 

Hence + Fune'stal, + Fune'stous ads. [see -AL, 
-ous]=Funusr, + Fune'state v. [f. L. fiestat-: 
see -ATE3,] ¢vans. To make funest or disastrous 
(Cockeram 1623). ‘+ Funesta‘tion [see -aTron], 
* pollution by touching a dead body’ (Coles 1676). 

1555 Even Decades 15: A court or yarde nere vnto this 
funestal place. 1647 W. Browne tr. Polexander I. go 
Have pity on a wretch to whom both life and death are 
equally funestous. 1650 Howett Girvaffe’s Rev. Naples 69 
With such funestous preparatifs. 1689 J/yst. Jntg. 10 
That funestous War betwixt Charles the First and the 
Parliament. 

Fung (fy). rave. Anglicized form of Funcus. 

1882 [see ALG]. 

Fungaceous (fongélfas), a. [f. L. fung-2s + 
-ACEOUS.] Of the nature of a fungus or fungi. 

1874 Cooke Mwzgi (1875) 270 Circumstances which cause 
the destruction of the primitive fungaceous vegetation. 

Fungal (fongal), a and sd. fad. mod.L. 
fungalis, {£. L. fungus Funevs.] 

A. adj. Of or pertaining to a fungus; of the 
nature of a fungus. /ungal Alliance: Lindley’s 


name for the group of fungi. 

1835 LinpLey Jxtvod. Bot. (1848) I]. 119 The Fungal 
Alliance. 1874 Cooke Fungi (1875) 16 Unnatural union 
between a captive algal damsel and a tyrant fungal master, 
1882 Quain's Med. Dict. 523 Assuming the filaments to be 
of undoubted fungal origin. 1887 Pal/ Mall G. 16 June 
5/2 The peculiar parasite or fungal formation, for the 
removal of which he has had to undergo an operation. 

B. sd, A fungus, 

1845 LinpLey Sed, Bot, 156 Fungi—Fungals. 1849 SipNry 
in Frnl, Roy. Agric. Soc. X. u. 382 Fungals most com- 
monly grow upon animal or vegetable substances in a state 
of decomposition. 1874 Cooke Fungi 36 Many of them 
are now proved to be imperfect in themselves, and only 
forms or conditions of other fungals. 

+Fungate, sd. Obs. [f. Funa-us + -arel, 
Cf. F. fongate.| Chem. A salt formed by the com- 
bination of ‘ fungic acid’ with a base. 

182x Ure Dict. Chem., Mungates, the saline compounds 
of a peculiar acid, which M. Braconnot has lately extracted 
from mushrooms. 1838 T. ‘THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 
941 Fungate of potash. 

Fungate (fvygé't), v. Path. [f. Fune-us + 
-ATE 38,) zutv. To grow up with a fungous form 
or appearance; to grow rapidly like a fungus 
(Gould Z//ust. Dict. Med. 1894): see Funeus sé. 2. 
Hence Fu'ngating A//. a. 

1847-9 Topp Cycl. Anat. IV. 132/1 The fungating sore 
produced in the tongue or cheek by acarious tooth. 1878 
IT. Bryant Pract, Surg. I. 107 An irregular, fungating, 
bleeding surface. Jé/d. I, 124 It may fungate, crack, fissure, 
or ulcerate, 

+Funge. Ods. [a. OF. *funge, fonge, ad. L. 
fungus Kunaus.] 

1. A mushroom or fungus. 

2cx390 Lorm of Cury in Warner Antig. Culin. 5 Take 
Funges and pare hem clene and dyce hem, 1398 TREvISA 
Barth, De P. R. xvi. cxxiv. (1495) 686 Asshen of wylde 
perys dronken helpyth ayenst Funges: todestoles. 

2. A soft-headed fellow. [After L. feengus.] 

_ 162x Burton Anat, Mel. 1. ii. 11. xiv. (1651) 123 Whenas 

indeed, in all wise mens judgments .. they are mad empty 

vessels, funges, beside themselves. /é/d. 11. 1i. V1. iii. (1651) 306 

Drink drowns more than the sea (meer Funges and Casks). 
b. ? attrib. 

1556 J. Hevwoop Spider & F. xxviii. 3 There liueth not 
thy lyke (for a flie) I trow, For funge wit: thou arte the 
fly for the nonse, 

+ Fungeous, a. Ods. Also 6 fungious. [ad. 
OF. fongeux, f. fonge Fungus.] =Funaous. 
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1597 Gerarve /Yferbal 1. lvi. § 2. 78 Blew Panick hath 
a reddish stalke..full of a fungious pith. 1682 'T. Gisson 
Anat. 34 They are soft and fungeous. 

+Fungiate. Ods. [f. Funer-c+-argl.] = 
FUNGATE 5d. 1848 in Craic. 1864 in WEBSTER. 

Fungible (fundzib’l), a. and sb. Law. [ad. 
med.L, fungibilis (‘res fungibiles’ Du Cange), f. 
JSungt (with sense as in fungi vice, to take the place, 


fulfil the office of). 

The adj. belongs to Civil Law and to the general theory 
of Jurisprudence}; the sb. is in addition a current term of 
the law of Scotland.] 

A. adj. (See quot. 1832.) 
_ 1818 H. T. Coresrooxe Oblig. §& Contracts 1. 64 In the 
instance of money and other fungible articles. 1832 AusTIN 
Furispr. (1879) {1. xlvi. 807 When a thing which is the 
subject of an obligation..must be delivered in specie, the 
thing is not fungible, i.e. that very thing, and not another 
thing of the same or another class in lieu of it must be 
delivered. Where the subject of the obligation is a thing 
of a given class, the thing is said to be fungible, i. e. the 
delivery of any object which answers to the generic descrip- 
tion will satisfy the terms of the obligation. 1886 Sa¢. Rev. 
25 Dec, 853 A certain number of persons .. do not .. regard 
books as ‘fungible’, but exercise a choice as to the books 
they read. ; 

B. sé. A fungible thing. 

@1765 Erskine /s¢, 111. i. § 18 (1773) I. 418 Grain and coin 
are fungibles, because one guinea, or one bushel or boll of 
sufficient merchantable wheat, precisely supplies the place 
of another. 1865 M°Lrennan Prim. Marriage i. in Stud. 
Anc, Hist. (1887)8 The Libripens with his scales, officiating 
at a will or act of adoption .. illustrates the sources whence 
all ideas of formal dispositions were derived—the sale of 
fungibles. 1874 Act 37 & 38 Vict. c. 94 § 15 Casualties .. 
paid in money or in fungibles at fixed periods or intervals. 
1880 Murrueap Gaius Digest 489 If he .. had been guilty 
of immorality, he was punished by being required to restore 
fungibles at once. 4 

Fu'ngic, a. [f. Funa-us+-1c. Cf. F. fongigue.] 
Of or pertaining to fungi or mushrooms, /umngic 
acid (see quot, 1885). 

1819 J. G. CuiLpren Chem. Anal. 275 M. Braconnot has 
discovered another acid in fungi, which .. he has named 
fungic acid. 1864 Watrs Dict. Chem, Il. 747 Fungic acid 
..According to Dessaignes..the acid in question is nothing 
but a mixture of citric, malic, and phosphoric acids. 1883 
Sword §& Trowel Sept. 480 A John Chinaman was passing 
the Consulate just then, and was soon introduced to the 
fungic fare. 4 : 

Fungicide (fo'ndzissid). [f. fugi- Funeus + 

-CIDE *,] Something used for destroying fungi. 
_ 1889 Voice (N. Y.) 6 June, Paris Green, being composed 
in part of sulphate of copper, may act to a limited extent as 
a fungicide. 1894 Times 10 Dec. 10/2 The latest im- 
provements in..appliances for the distribution of. .fungi- 
cides upon growing crops. 5 

+ Fungi‘ferous, a. Obs. [f. fungi- Funcus 
+L. -fer bearing + -ous.] Bearing fungi; covered 
with fungi. 

1765 Univ. Mag, XX XVII. 76/2 The Fungiferous Stone, 

Fungiform (fy:ndziffim), a. [f. funagd- Fun- 
GUS + -ForM. Cf. F. fongiforme.) Having the 
form of a fungus ; having a termination resembling 
the head of a mushroom, Said esp. of papillz on 
the tongue. 

1823 Pumurs Mineral. p. \xxxviii, Mungifor, certain 
substances. .are occasionally met with having a termination 
similar to the head of a fungus; whence they are said to be 
fungiform. 1831 R. Knox Cloguet’s Anat. 589 Fungiform 
Papilla. Theirnumberisindeterminate. 1868 WriGHT Ocean 
World v. 120 Happalimus.—Mass fungiform, pedicillate 
below, expanding conically. 188 Mivarr Cat 172 The 
fungiform papilla are much smaller and more numerous 
than the circumyallate ones. 

+FPungify, v. Ods. rare. [f. L. fung-i to per- 
form + -(1)FY.] ¢rans. To fulfil or perform (an 
office). 

1650 ‘I’. Bavty Herba Parietis 109 Bending the severall 
parts of the body in a devout posture to fungifie their 
severall offices, 165x C. Cartrwricut Cert. Relig. 1. 62 
Every Minister of the Church..should be in a capacity of 
fungifying his office in preaching the Gospel. 

|| Fungillus (fondzil#s). [mod.L. fungillus, 
dim. of L. fungus Funaus.] A little fungus. 
Hence Fungi‘lliform a. [-rorM.] =FuNGrIrorm. 

1830 Linptey Wat. Syst. Bot. 13 Embryo fungilliform, 
seated at the base of firm somewhat fleshy albumen. 1885 
P. MacOwan Rep. Cape Town Bot. Gard, 12 Our speci- 
mens of the fungillus being decayed. 

Fungin (fondzin). (Incorrectly fungine). [f. 
Fune-us + -In. Cf. F. fongine, fungine.] The 
substance which forms the cell-walls of a mush- 
room or fungus. 

1819 J. G. Cuitpren Chem. Anal. 299 Fungin is to the 
fungl, what woody fibre is to trees. 1869 Eng. Mech. 17 
Dec. 333/1 The nutritive part is in the fungin. 

Funginous (fundzinos), a. [f. L. fungin-us, 
f. fungus +-ous.] Of or belonging to a fungus, 

1866 in Zveas. Bot. Hence in mod. Dicts. 

+Fungite. Ods. [f. Fune-us+-1rn.] A kind 
of fossil coral. 

1691 Ray Creation (1701) 102 Fungites, which grow upon 
the rocks like Shrubs, 1756 PAil. Trans. XLIX. 514 The 
«-most remarkably shaped fungites I ever saw. 

Fungivorous (fundzi'voras), a. [f. L. fungi-, 
Sungus + -vor-us devouring +-0U8,] Feeding on 
mushrooms or fungi. 

1826 Kirpy & Spr. Zxtomol. let. xlix. (1828) IV. 492 


FUNGOUS. 


Among the phytiphagous insects the fungivorous ones form 
about a twentieth. 1849 Harpy in Proc, Berw. Nat. Club 
II. No. 7. 361 Other species whose larva are considered. .to 
be either fungivorous or saprophagous. 

+ Fungo. Ods. Also 6 funga. [?a. It. or Sp. 

fungo Funaus.] A mushroom or fungus. 

1562 Butteyn BA. Sintples 3b, Rotten Moushrimpes called 
Fungas. 1647 R. Srapy_ton Fuvenal 73 Pure fungo’s, such 
as Claudius eate, before His wife’s came, after which he ne’re 
eate more, 1682 Loyal Satirist in Somers Tracts (Scott) 
VII. 68 Are frogs, fungos, and toadstools the chiefest dish 
in a spiritual collation? 

Fungoid (fongoid), az. and sé. [f. Fune-us + 
-oID. Cf. F. fongoide.] 

A. adj. Resembling a fungus or its qualities; of 
the nature of a fungus. 

1836 Penny Cycl. V. 252/3 Fungoid, resembling a fungus ; 
that is, irregular in form and fleshy in texture. 1853 KANE 
Grinnell Exp. xl\v. (1856) 411 The familiar mushroom or 
fungoid appearance which is shown in many of the plates. 
1861 S. THomson Wild F7. u, (ed. 4) 133 Minute fungoid 
moulds. 1874 Cooke Fugit x00 Peziza venosa has the most 
decided nitrous: odour, and also fungoid flavour. 1875 
Darwin /usectiv. Pl. xi, 272 Yeast and other low fungoi 
forms flourish in solutions of ammonia. 

b. Path. (See Funeus 2.) 

1844 Durron Deafness 89 An inert substance in the ear.. 
surrounded by fungoid growths. 1845 Topp & BowmAN 
Phys. Anat, 1, 100 Cancer, or fungoid disease. 1875 B. W. 
Ricuarpson Dis. Mod. Life 30 ‘The malignant growths 
include fungoid tumour. 1878 Hapersnon Dis. Abdomen 
42 The diphtheritic membrane is fungoid in character. 

B. sb. A fungoid plant. Also attrib. 

1861 H. Macmittan Footn. fr. Page Nat. 211 The highest 
development of fungoid life. 1891 Daily News 3 Nov. 6/r 
They lived on a spoonful or two of arrowroot, with such 
fungoids as they could gather in the forest. 

EDS OLOEY (fonge'lodgi). [f. Funa-us + 
-(0)LoGy.] The science or study of fungi. Hence 
Fungolo‘gical a. [ + -10+-AL], of or pertaining to 
fungology. Fungo*logist [ + -1sT], one who studies 
or is learned in fungology. 

1860 Berxetey (i¢/e), Outlines of British Fungology. 
1865 A thenzum No. 1980. 463/3 A philanthropic fungologist. 
1882 Gard. Chron. XVIII. 73 The seeker after fungological 
knowledge. 1885 Gray Lett. (1893) 769 Harkness .. is 
absorbed in fungology. 1885 Leeds Mercury 26 Aug. 3/2 
The fungologist may not be altogether unwilling to part 
with a group which has always been a source of some 


perplexity to him. 
[ad. L. fungosus, f£. fungus.] 


Fungo'se, a. 
= FUNGOUS I. 

1713 J. Periver in PAil. Trans. XXVIII. 217 The welted 
Bark or Fungose excrescencies which grow to its Branches, 
1880 Gray Struct, Bot. 412/2 Fungose, spongy in texture, 
fungus-like. | 

Fungosity (fongp'siti). [f. prec.+-1ry.] The 
quality or condition of being fungous; in quots. 
concr. a fungous growth. 

1720 S. Parker Biblioth. Bibl, 1. 292 Certain little Pustule 
and Fungosities on its Surface. 1815 W. ‘Taytor in JZonthd, 
Rev. LXXVIII. 107 A fibrous, excrescent, and feeble 
fungosity. 1861 BumsTEeap Ven. Dis. (1879) 404 An extensive 
cavity is exposed, covered with fungosities of a bluish color. 

Fungous (fu'ngas), a. [ad. L. fungosus, f. 

Jungus: see FuNGuS and -ous. Cf£.F. fongueux.] 

1. Of or pertaining to fungi; having the nature 
of a fungus, + Also, formerly, Resembling a fungus 
in texture; spongy. 

c1420 Pallad. on Husb. 1x. 42 And chaf is bettir for hem 
than is donge, For they therof wol be right fungous stronge. 
1578 Banister //ist. AZan 1. 8 The tables of the bones of y® 
head whiche shut betwene them the Fungous substaunce. 
1601 Hotiranp Pliny xvi. xxxv. I, 613 We may be sure of 
raine, in case wee see a fungous substance or soot gathered 
about lamps and candle snuffs. 166x Lovett Hist. Anim. 
§ Min, Introd., Their lungs are single, fibrous, divided by 
pipes, very long and fungous. 1712 tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 
I.27 Rhubarb is a thick fungous Root. 1780 A. Younc Tour 
Zrel. I. 397 ‘lwenty-five acres of spungy fungous bog. 1781 
Cowrer Conversat. 54 The sapless wood, divested of the 
bark, Grows fungous. 1799 J. Rosertson Agric. Perth 274 
There is a deep soil, with a crust of fungous moss. 1830 
Linney Nat. Syst. Bot. 221 Placente either single and 
fungous, or double and thin. 1855 O. W. Hotmes Poems 
237 No fungous weeds invade thy scanty soil. 1876'I. Harpy 
Ethelberta (1890) 84 An afternoon which had a fungous smell 
out of doors. 

transf. and fig. 1652 J. Hart Height Elog. p. vi, Fungous 
and empty inflations are evill in an Oration, as well as in 
a naturall body. 1853 Ruskin Stones Ven. II. vii. § 47. 2 
The base principles of modern building. .some fungous w: 
of nascent rottenness that a thunder-shower soaks down. 
1859 Hawrnorne Fr. & Jt. Frauds. Il. 267 Antiquity, with 
merely the natural growth of fungous human life upon it. 

b. Lath, (Cf. Funeus 2.) 

1667 R. Lower in Phil. Trans. 11. 614 What the cause may 
be of that fungous Excressence, or why Horses are peculiarly 
obnoxious to it. 1725 BrapLey Ham. Dict. s.v. White honey 
Charge, Verdigrease or Vitriols keep down the growth of 
proud fungous Flesh, 1803 PAil. Trans. XCIII. 207 The 
following case of fungous excrescence from the tongue, 
1834 J. Forses Laennec’s Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 669 Desault 
mistook a fungous tumour of the bladder for a calculus. 
1877 Roserts Handbk. Med. (ed. 3) I. 275 This form of 
cancer may produce very vascular fungous growths. 

Growing or springing up suddenly like a mush- 


room, not durable or substantial. 

178% Harris Hermes 11. v.(1765) 424 That fungous growth 
of Novels and of Pamphlets. 1782 V. Knox Zss. (1819) I. xiv, 
86 ‘The fungous production of the common novel-wright will 
be too insignificant to attract his notice. 1816 T. L. Peacock 
Headlong Hall vii, Those manufactories, which have 
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suddenly sprung up, like fungous excrescences. 1829 W. G. 
Merepitu Mem. Chas. K. of Sweden Introd. § 33. 89 One of 
the mushroom monarchs of Napoleon, fortunate in not being 
as evanescent as his fungous brethren, 1874 H. R. ReyNoips 
John Bapft. i. § 6.59 These temporary elements have been 
fungous in their growth, 

Hence Fu‘ngousness, fungous quality. 

1730-6 in Battery (folio). 

Fungus (fmngvs), sd. Pl. fungi (fo'ndzai), 
funguses. Also 7fungous. [a. L. fungus, com- 
monly believed to be cognate with or ad. Gr. opdy- 
yos, omdyyos SPONGE; in sense 2 prob. through OF. 
Jungus (F. fongus).] 

1. A mushroom, toadstool, or one of the allied 
plants, including the various forms of mould. In 
Bot., a cryptogamous plant, characterized by the 
absence of chlorophyll, and deriving its sustenance 
from dead or living organic matter. Also collect. 
in sing. 

1527 AnDREw Brunuswyke's Distyll. Waters E vj b, Water 
of fungus .. The beste parte and tyme be the whyte tode 
stoles or muscheroms whan they be fullrype. 1601 HoLLAND 
Pliny II, 132 Those excrescenses in manner of Mushromes, 
which be named Fungi. 1665 Hooke Micvogr. 115 Cork 
seems to be by..the pores, a kind of Fungus or Mushrome. 
1694 Ace, Sev. Late Voy, 11. (1711) 152 Like unto the Fungus 
that grows on Elder, which we call Jews-ears. 1804 Jed. 
Frnl. X11. 385 Case of Poison from a Vegetable Fungus. 1838 
‘T. THomson Chem. Org. Bodies 947 This black matter is a 
species of small fungus, which draws its nourishment from 
the wheat. 1847 BapHam Escul. Funguses p. xiii, No 
country is perhaps richer in esculent Funguses than our 
own, 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 243, I shall..treat separately 
the forms which contain chlorophyll (so-called Algz) from 
those destitute of chlorophyll (so-called Fungi). 

b. transf. and fig. Often used fig. for something 
of rapid growth. 

1750 WARBURTON Fulianz Introd. (1751) 45 Exsuding from 
her [the Church's] sickly Trunk a number of deform’d Fun- 
gus’s. 1757 Foote Author u. Wks. 1799 I. 156 The offspring 
of a dunghill! born in a cellar..and living in a garret; a 
fungus, a mushroom, 1791 Paine Rights of Man (ed. 4) 107 
‘They began to consider aristocracy as a kind of fungus grow- 
ing out of the corruption of society. 1862 Fraser's Mag. 
Nov. 631 Nor, when criticising this architectural fungus 
{Exhibition Building], must its cost be forgotten. 187. 
Spurceon Treas. Dav. Ps. \xxviii. 36 A mere unsubstantial 
fungus of unabiding excitement. 188 G. W. Case JZme, 
Delphine i. 2 That significant fungus, the Chinaman. 


2. Path. A spongy morbid growth or excrescence, 


such as exuberant granulation in a wound. 

1674-7 Mo.ins Anat. Obs. (1896) 17 An old Man having 
a Contusion upon his Skin there threw out such Fungous 
that all the Escharotticks signified nothing. 1721 BaiLry, 
Fungus [in Surgery], soft spungy, Flesh which grows 
upon Wounds. 1748 Hartiey Observ. Man 1. il. 152 
Bitters and Acids applied to Funguses of the Brain. 1804 
ABERNETHY Sv7g. Obs. 91 It is no uncommon circumstance 
to meet with wens, that have burst spontaneously, and have 
thrown out a fungus. 1844 Durron Deafness 41 Sometimes 
small vegetations can be observed on its surface, and the 
commencing existence of polypus or fungus. 

Jig. 1711 SHAFTESB. Charac. (1737) I. 248 The comick 
genius was apply’d asa kind of caustick, to those exuberances 
and fungus's of the swoln dialect, and magnificent manner 
of speech. 

b. A skin disease in fish. 

1892 Daily News 12 Jan. 5/4 Though the disease of the 
skin of fish known as ‘fungus’ is common..they never had 
a better supply of salmon in the river than at present. 

+3. An excrescence of lamp-black or charred 
fibre on the wick of a candle or lamp. /¢. and fig. 
(So in Latin.) Ods. 

1775 Fretcuer Last Check § 18 Wks. 1795 VI. 243 Is 
a spiritual lamp trimmed when its flame is darkened by the 
black fungus of indwelling sin? 1813 T. Forster A tmosph. 
Phznom. (1815) 150 The excrescence of fungi about the wicks 
of lamps and candles ; the flaring and snapping of the flame. 

4. The vegetable growth employed as tinder. 

[1664 Evetyn Sylva (1679) 27 Nor may we here omit to 
mention the .. fungus’s to make Tinder.] 183x Brewster 
Nat. Magic. xiii. (1833) 320 The heat of the wire is always 
sufficient to kindle a piece of German fungus. 

5. attrib. and Comd., as fungus disease (see 2 b 
above), growth, production, tree ; fungus-covered, 
-like, -proof adjs. 

1880 Burton Q. Anne III. xvii. 169 *Fungus-covered 
cabins, 1888 Pall Mall G. 3 Sept. 9/1 Fish affected with 
*fungus disease. 1826 DisraeLti Viv, Grey iv. i, The 
Literature of the present day, a *fungus production which 
has flourished from the artificial state of our Society. 1887 
Darwin in Life § Lett. (1887) II. 348 Raising *fungus- 
proof varieties of the potato, 1848 Dickens Domdey xxiii, 
*Fungus trees grew in corners of the cellars. 

Hence Fungus v. zz¢r., to grow out rapidly like 
a fungus; Fu‘ngused fa. ffle., grown over or 
covered with fungus. 

1841 Lytton (V7, § Morn. (1851) 167 From that little boss 
has fungused out a terrible hump. 1862 Sa¢. Rev. XIII. 
209/1 From a celebrated cellar, cobwebbed and fungused 
with the dirt and dust of half-a-century of neglect. 

Fungusy (foygisi), a. Also fungousy. [f. 
Funeus + -y1.] a. Covered with a fungous growth. 
b. Of a fish: Affected with a fungous disease. 

1856 Canninc in Hare 2 Noble Lives (1893) 11. 89 Despatch- 
boxes not opened for some time assume the appearance of 
a bottle of curious old port—white and fungus-y. 1880 

F. Buckranp in Scotsman (1883) 10 Noy. 6/6 He received 
a pike..which after a while became fungousy, ; 

+ Fungy, a. Ods. [f. Funan + -y1.] Like 
a fungus in texture, cellular, spongy. 
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1578 Banister Hist. Man 1. 7 The Bones of the Head are 
neither altogether Solid, nor yet wholly fungie. 1721 BaiLey 
S.v. Funk, A fungy Excrescence of some Trees. 

+ Funible, Os. =Funneu1. (The orig. has 
trichter.) 

1658 A. Fox Wurts’ Surg. ut. vi. 234 The fume .. which 
the party took down at his mouth going to-bed, in a funible 
or pipe. | ; 

Funie (fiznik), a. [f. Fun-1s+-10.] Pertain- 
ing to the funis or umbilical cord. 

1857 in DuncLison Med. Lex. 1876 Prayrair Treat. 
Midw. 1. 11. iv. 159 One of these [sounds heard in ausculta- 
tion] is the so-called umbilical or funic souffle. 

+ Furnical, a. Ods.-' [f. Fun-1s+-10+-at.] 
Of or pertaining to the funis or umbilical cord; 
supplied through the funis. 

1753. N. Torriano Midwi/ry 13 The Opinion of the 
funical Nourishment is also defensible from another Cir- 
cumstance. ‘ 

Funicle (finik’l). [Anglicized form of Funt- 
cuLUS.] In various senses of FUNICULUS, esp. &. 
=FunicuLus 2. b. Sof. =FUuNICULUS 3. 

1664 Power 4x. Philos. 1. 134 The uppermost Surface 
of the Quicksilver being sliced off, is dilated into a tenuous 
Column or Funicle. 1840 Paxton Bot. Dict., Funicle, a 
little stalk, by which the seed is attached to the placenta. 
1860 Fow.rer Wed. Voc., unicle, in Anat., an aggregation 
of fibres into a little round cord. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
87 Cytisus, Broom. -seeds with a tumid funicle, 

Funicular (fizni-kilax), a [f. L. faindcul-us 
+-AR. Cf. F. funiculaire.) 

1. Of or pertaining to a funiculus in various 
senses. *} Hunicular hypothesis: see FUNICULUS 2. 

1664 Power HxZ. Philos, 11. 138 A Confutation of this 
Funicular Hypothesis of Linus, 1709 F. Hauxspee Phys, 
Mech. Exp. iit. (1719) 89 The Objections of the Favourers 
of Suction, and the Funicular Hypothesis. 1866 A. Fiint 
Princ. Med, (1880) 735 The name funicular sclerosis is 
given to sclerosis following certain definite columns of the 
cord, such as lateral and posterior spinal sclerosis. 

2. Of or pertaining to a rope or its tension; 
depending on or worked by a rope. /2nzcular 
machine: an arrangement of a cord, pulleys, and 
suspended weights, designed to illustrate statical 
principles. Funzcular polygon: the figure assumed 
by a cord supported at its extremities, and having 
weights suspended from it at various points. 
funicular railway: one worked by a cable and 
stationary engine; a cable railway. 

1828 J. M. Spearman Brit. Gunner (ed, 2) 296 The whole 
is called the Funicular Machine. 1837 WHeEwec. //ist. 
Induct. Sc. (1857) Il. 13 Stevin..applies his principle of 
equilibrium to cordage, pullies, funicular polygons. 1886 
Pall Mall G. 24 June 14/1 The ascent..will be by means 
of a funicular railway. 1892 Taddet 3 Sept. 365 A funicular 
railway runs up the mountain's side. 

3. Resembling a cord; spec. in Anat. and Bot. 

1835-6 Topp Cycl, Anat. I. 7o2/1 Small muscles .. to 
which Poli has given the name of funicular muscles. 1845 
Topp & Bowman Phys. Anat, I. 70 Funicular, rounded 
cords of white fibrous tissue. 185x D, Witson Prek. Ann. 
(1863) I. 11. vi. 465 The knotted funicular torc. 1856 HEn- 
stow Dict, Bot. Terms, Kunicular chord, a cord-like ap- 
pendage, by the intervention of which .. the seeds are at- 
tached, instead of being seated immediately on the placenta, 

4, Pertaining to the funis or umbilical cord. 

1873 Kennepy in Leishman Syst. Midw7f. ix. 179 Except 
under such circumstances, it must be very difficult to dis- 
cover the funicular soufflet, 

Funiculate (fizni‘kisdeit), a. Bot. and Zool. 
[f. Funicun-us +-AtE 2,] Having a funiculus. 

1826 Kirsy & Sp, Entomol. 1V. 349 Huniculate, when it 
[the postfracnum] forms a narrow ridge. In mod, Dicts. 

|| Funiculus (fizni-kizilds). (L. /eeece/us, dim. 
of funzs rope.] 

+1. A little rope. Ods. rare-°. 

1706 in Puituirs (ed. Kersey). 

+2. A hypothetical ‘string’ or filament of ex- 
tremely rarefied matter, imagined to be the agent 
operating in the suspension of the mercury in the 
Torricellian experiment. Ods. 

The hypothesis was propounded by Franciscus Linus (the 
Jesuit F. Line or Hall)in his book De Corporum Insepara- 
bilitate 1661, which attempts to refute the correct explana- 
tion of the phenomenon that had been given by Boyle. 

1662 Boyle Spring of Air u. i. (1682) 18 That the things 
we ascribe to the weight or spring of the air are really per- 
formed by neither, but by a certain Funiculus, or extremely 
thin substance provided by Nature..which..does violently 
attract bodies whereunto it is contiguous if they be not too 
heavy to be removed by it. 1669 — Contn. New Exp. 1. 
(1682) 5 Who attribute the suspension of the Quicksilver in 
the Torricellian experiment to a certain rarified matter, 
which some call a Funiculus. 

3. The umbilical cord; = Funis. Hence transf. 
in Bot, A little stalk by which a seed or oyule is 
attached to the placenta. 

1830 Linptey Nat. Syst. Bot. 111 Ovules ascending from 
the axis, attached to a short funiculus. 1854 Mayne 2-xf, 
Lex., Funiculus, a name for the umbilical cord. 1870 
Benttey Bot. 326 The funiculus is parallel to the ovule, 
instead of being at right angles to it, 1882 Vines Sachs’ 
Bot. 492 The nucellus. .is seated on a stalk, the Funiculus. 

4. Ent. ‘A term for the part of the antenna which 
lies between the scape and the club in certain in- 
sects’ (Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

1877 W. Tuomson Voy. Challenger 1. iv. 262 Lamellar 
appendage of the outer antennz reaching to the middle of 
the second joint of the funiculus, 
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5. Anat. ‘Applied to the primitive cord or bundle 
of nerve fibres, bound together in a sheath of con- 
nective tissue, called the perineurium orneurilemma’ 
(Syd. Soc. Lex.). 

6. In Polyzoa. (See quot.) 

1877 Huxtry Anat. Inv. Anim. viii. 455 Very generally, 
the gastric division of the alimentary canal is connected 
with the parietes of the body by a sort of ligament, the 
funiculus, or gastro-parietal band. i 

Funiform (fiz-niffim), a. [f. L. /iéz-s rope 
+-FORM.] Having the form of a cord or rope. 

1865 Pace Handbk. Geol. Terms (ed. 2), Funtform, cord- 
like, rope-like. 1877 W. Jones Finger-ring 61 The whole 
is overlaid with funiform wire ornaments. 

Funiliform (fivni'liffim), a. Bot. [as iff. L. 
*fiinilt-s adj. (f. fainzs rope) +-FORM.] (See quot.) 

1856 Henstow Dict. Bot. Terms, Funiliform, tough, 
cylindrical, and flexible, like a chord; as the roots of arbor- 
escent monocotyledones. : ; 

Funipendulous (fiznipendizles), a. [f. L. 

Siini-s rope + pendul-us hanging + -ous.] Hanging 
from a rope; connected with a hanging rope. 

1706 W. Jones Syn. Palmar. Matheseos 290 The greater 
the Funipendulous Body is, the less does the Medium 
Resist it. 1829 T. L. Peacock Misfort. Elphin vi. 92 The 
exhibition of some half-dozen funipendulous forgers might 
have shocked .. his humanity. 1863 De Morcan Budget 
(1872) 386 And so, having shown how the reviewer has 
hung himself, I leave him funipendulous, 

Funipotent (fizni‘pdtént), a. nonce-wd. [f. 
L. fiani-s rope + potent-en PotEnt.] Playing 
tricks with ropes. 

1880 F. Pottock Spinoza 60 Believers in table-moving, 
slate-writing, funipotent and other goblins. 

| Funis (fiznis). Anat. [L. fants rope.] 
+a. Short for frends brachzz, ‘an old name for the 
median vein’ (Syd. Soc, Lex.). b. The umbilical 
cord. 

c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 159 Pis veyne..is eftsoones 
dyvydid, and pe oon partie is spred bi be arm manye weies 
wipoute forp, pat is clepid funis, 1753 N. Torrtano 
Midwifry 8 The Funis, the Placenta, with its Amnion and 
Chorion, and Allantoides. 1800 Med. Frnd. IV. 323 With 
the other [hand] we take hold’ of the funis and make a gentle 
distension, 1855 Ramspottom Odstets. Med. 64 One coil of 
the funis is seen twisted round the neck, and another round 
the left ancle. 

+ Funk, s2.1 Ods, Also 4 fonk, 4-7 funke, 
7 founck. [Corresponds to MDu. vorke (Du. von), 
OHG. funcho (MHG. vunke, mod.Ger. fumke) wk. 
masc., spark; the Eng. word may have been adapted 
from Du., or it may represent an OE. */unca. The 
existence of the ablaut-var. MHG. vane, mod.Ger. 
dial. fanke, renders it unlikely that the word is 
a diminutive of the sb. represented in Goth. by fon 
(gen, funzns) fire.] 

1. A spark. (The sense in the quots. from R. 
Brunne is quite uncertain.) 

c1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 172 Pat was not worth 
a fonk. J/did. 211 Pe kyng an oth suore, He suld him 
venge on Steuen..& of bo fourtene monkes .. Be beten alle 
fonkes. 1390 Gower Conf. III. 18 Of lust that ilke firy 
funke Hath made hem as who saith half wode. 1393 LaNct, 
P, Pl. C. vit. 335 For al the wrecchednesse of this worlde 
and wicked dedes Fareth as a fonk of fuyr that ful a-myde 
Temese. c1440 Promp, Parv. 182/2 Funke or lytylle fyyr, 
igniculus, foculus, 

2. Touch-wood. Cf, Punk, SPUNK. 

1673 [see 3]. 1704 E. Warp Dissenting Hypocrite 35 Burn 
it as Funk, or keep’t as Fodder. 1721 Battey, “uk, a fungy 
Excrescence of some ‘Trees dress’d to strike Fire on. 1754 
Goocu in Phil. Trans. XLVIII. 817 They gather an ex- 
crescence, growing..upon oaks, and call it Funk, which 
impregnated with nitre, is used as a match to light pipes. 
a 1828 in Forsy Voc, £. Anglia, Funk, touch-wood. 

3. Comb., as funk horn, ?a hom case con- 
taining touchwood. 

1673 CHANNON in Cod. St. Papers, Amer. §& W. Ind. (1889) 
538 A flint and ‘ founck horn,’ which a man had put in his 
pocket the day before to strike fire in the night. 

+ Funk, 5.2 Ods. [f. Funk v1] A strong 
smell or stink ; also, tobacco smoke. 

1623 W. Capps in P. A. Bruce Econ, Hist. Virginia (1896) 
I. 136 Betwixt decks there can hardlie a man fetch his breath 
by reason there ariseth such a funke in the night that,it causes 
putrefaction of bloud. a@1700 B, E, Dict. Cant. Crew, 
Funk, Tobacco Smoak; also a strong Smell or Stink, 1725 
New Cant. Dict. s. v., What a Funk here is! What a thick 
Smoak of Tobacco is here! Here’s a damn’d Funk, here’s 
a great Stink. : 

Jig. 1659 D. Pert Jmpr. Sea 491 note, I would either run 
out of the stinke of swearing, or make them to run out of 
the ship that should..make such a filthy funke in it. 


Funk (foyk), 53.3 slang. [First mentioned as 
Oxford slang ; possibly, as Lye suggests, a. Flemish 
fonck (Kilian), the origin of which is unknown.] 

1, Cowering fear; a state of panic or shrinking 


terror. Llue funk: see BLUE a. 3. 

1743 Lye in Funius’ Etymologicum s.v., Funk vox Acade- 
micis Oxon. familiaris. fo de in a funk . vett. Flandris 
Jonck est Turba, perturbatio . 7 de fonck siin, Turbari, 
tumultuari, in perturbatione versari. 1765 E. Szpcwick 
in 10th Rep. Hist. MSS. Comm. App. t. 390 Poor Todd.. 
is said to be in a violent funk. 1785 Grose Dict. Vule. 
Tongue s.v., 1 was in a cursed funk. 1827 Dr Quincey in 
Blackw. Mag. XXI1. 204 The horrid panic or ‘funk’ (as 
the men of Eton call it) in which Des Cartes must have 
found himself. 1839 Str C. Napier 9 Apr. in W. N. Bruce 
Life iy. (1885) 127 Hunk is the order of the day, 186r 
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Hucues Tow Brown at Oxf. xliv, There is no sign of any- 
thing like funk amongst our fellows. 1874 M. Cottins 
Transmigr. II, xi. 183 With all my heroism, I was in 
a frightful funk. 

2. One who funks; a coward. 

1860 in Bartitett Dict. Amer., Funk..2a coward. 1888 
Daily Tel, 13 Apr. 5/2 The public opinion among youth 
would.,dub a ‘fellow’ a ‘funk’, 

Funk (foyk), 56.4 Sc. and north. [f. Funk v.3] 

1. A kick. 

1808-80 in JAMIESON. 1838 J. Hatiey in Zi (1842) 145 
He placed his hand .. unluckily just on the spot where Mr. 
Pony is rather touchy. Sundry vehement funks .. were 
the immediate consequence. 

2. Ill-humour, passion. 

1808-80 JAMIESON s, v., In a funk, in a surly state, or in 
a fit of passion. Loth. 1892 Northumbld. Gloss. s. v., ‘The 


gaffer’s in a fine funk’. 

Funk (fonk), v.! slang. [perh. a. F. dial. 
Sunkier =OF. funkier, fungier :—L. *fimicare (It. 
Jumicare), fimigare, {. fimus smoke. (FUNK sd.2, 
though app. f. this vb., is recorded earlier.)] 

1. ‘vans. To blow smoke upon (a person); to 


annoy with smoke. 

1699 W. Kine Furmetry iii. 56 What with strong smoke, 
and with his stronger breath, He funks Basketia and her 
son todeath. 1719 D’Urrey Pills VI. 303 He..witha sober 
Dose Of Coffee funks his Nose. 1753 SMoLtett Ct. Fathom 
(1784) 119/1 He proposed that we should retire into a corner, 
and funk one another with brimstone. 1785 Grose Dict. 
Vulg. Tongue s.v., To funk the cobbler, a school boy’s 
trick, performed with assa foetida and cotton, which are 
stuffed into a pipe..and..the smoke is blown. .through the 
crannies of a cobler’s stall. 1835 Marryat Jac. Haithf 
xxv, Do look how the old gentleman is funking Mary, and 
casting sheep’s eyes at her through the smoke. 1840 BARHAM 
Ingol. Leg., Spectre Tappington, An arrangement happily 
adapted for the escape of the noxious fumes up the chimney, 
without that unmerciful ‘funking’ each other, which a less 
scientific disposition of the weed would have induced. 

To smoke (a pipe, tobacco). + Also, to blow 
(tobacco smoke) o7 (a person). 

«1704 T. Brown Juscript. Tobacco-box Wks. 1730 I. 65 
Since Jove.. Gives us the Indian weed to funk. 1733 
Revolution Politicks 11. 67 When the King was upon his 
Trial, did not the Soldiers funk Tobacco in on the King as 
he sat, to offend him. 1764 T. Brypces Homer Travest. 
(1797) II. 54 Where a round dozen pipes they funk, And 
then return to town dead drunk, 1791 HuppEsForpD Sadmag, 
114 A pipe I did funk. 

e. zntr. To smoke. 

1829 H. Murray NV. Amer. 1. iv. 211 The grain having 
funked for six and twenty weeks in the ship's hold. 1832 
W. STEPHENSON Gateshead Local Poems 29 At Jenny 

3rown’s she'd smoke and funk. 1855 Browninc Fra 
Lippo 174 My straw-fire flared and funked. 1860 BARTLETT 
Dict, Amer. s. v., When the smoke puffs out from a chimney 
place or stove, we say ‘it funks’. 

2. To cause an offensive smell. 

1708 Morreux Radelais iv. xxxii. 92. 1829 BrockeTT 
NV. C. Words, Funk, to smoke or rather to cause an offen- 
sive smell, 

Hence Fu‘nking ///. a. 

1700 S. Parker Six Philos. Ess. 54 Many a funking Poor 
may have had his Pipe lighted by a Flash. 

Funk (fogk), v.2 sang. [Belongs to FunK 56.3] 
Ll. zntr. To flinch or shrink through fear; to ‘ show 
the white feather’, try to back out of anything. 

1737-9 H. WacroLe Le?é. (1886) I. 15 The last time I saw 
him here [Eton], was standing up funking over against a 
conduit to be catechised. 1813 Lp. Campsett Lez. Apr. in 
Life (1881) I. 295, I funk before Ellenborough as much as 
ever. I almost despair of ever acquiring a sufficient degree 
of confidence before him to put me in possession of my 
faculties. 1847 Jllustr. Lond. News 27 Nov. 360/2 It 
occurred to me that the change of temperature would be 
disagreeable, and I rather funked. 1848 Lowett Biglow P, 
Ser. 1, ix. Poems 1890 II. 137 To Funk right out o’ p’lit’cal 
strife aint thought to be the thing, 1885 RunciMAN Skippers 
§ Sh. 79, I hope you will not think I am funking. 

2. trans. To fight shy of, wish or try to shirk or 
evade (an undertaking, duty, etc.). Also, to funk 2t. 

1857 Kincstey 7wo Y. Ago III. 103 He'll have funked 
it, when he comes to the edge, and sees nothing but mist 
below. 1881 H. James Portr. Lady xlv, Not that he liked 
good-byes—he always funked them. 

3. To fear, be afraid of (a person). 

1836-48 B.D, Watsu Avistoph., Knights 154 The rich 
men fear him, And he is funked by all the poorer class. 
1849 ALB. Smitu Pottleton Leg. 385, ‘I rather funk the 
governor’ replied, in turn, Mr. Spooner. 

A. To frighten or scare. 

1819 Sporting Mag. 1V.197 The Frenchman, funked at 
the superiority of his antagonist. 1831 Scorr ¥r7/. 20 May, 
Jeffrey is fairly funked about it. 1892 Sat. Rev. 30 Apr. 
496/2 The jury, ‘funked’ by the Anarchists, returned ex- 
tenuating circumstances in the miscreant’s case. 

5. Comb., as funksticks (unting), one who 
‘ funks’ the ‘sticks’ or fences. 

1889 Univ, Rev, Ill. 76 The ‘funksticks’ immediately 
slacken rein. 

Hence Fu'nking v//. sb. Also Fu:nker. 

21845 Hoop Yack Hall xi, Funking, indeed, was quite 
a thing Beside his function. 1857 HucHes Tom Brown 

1, viii, While he [Flashman] was thrashing them, they 
would roar out instances of his funking at football. 1864 
C. Crarke Box for Season 11.115 Martyr and Dickenson 
are both funkers, 1875 Wuyte MELvitLE Riding Recoll, 
iv. (1879) 64 Of all riders ‘the hard funker’ is the most 
unmerciful to his beast. 

Funk (foyk), v.3 Sc. and north. [app. onomato- 
peic; a variant fung is common (see Jamieson).] 


trans, and intr. To kick. 
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€ 1709 Auld Grey Mare i. in Yacobite Songs (1887) 56 
You've curried the auld mare’s hide, She’ll funk nae mair 
at you. /did. vy, The good auld yaud Could nowther funk 
nor fling, x82: Blackw. Mag. Nov. X. 393 The horse 
funkit him aff into the dub. 1823 J. Witson 7 vials Marg. 
Lyndsay xxxv. 294 The beast's funking like mad. 1834 
M. Scorr Cruise Midge (1859) 375 The quadruped funking 
up her heels and tossing the dry sand with her horns. 
1892 Northumbld. Gloss., Funk, to kick, to kick up the 
heels as a horse or donkey does. ‘To funk off’ is to throw 
the rider. 

Hence Fu:nking vd/, 55. Also Fu‘nker. 

1823 Blackw. Mag. Mar. XIII. 313 It’s hard to gar a 
wicked cout leave off funking. 1825-80 JAMIESON Ss. V., 
Dinna buy that beast, she’s a funker, 1852 R. S, SurTEES 
Spouge's Sp. Tour (1893) 219 The move of the hounds 
caused a rush of gentlemen to their horses, and there was 
the usual scramblings up, and fidgetings, and funkings, 


Funkite (foykoit). Min, [Named by Dufresnoy 
in 1837, presumably after some person surnamed 
Fiunk.| A variant of pyroxene containing ten per 


cent. or more of iron. 

1850 Dana Jin. 268 Funkite is a green coccolite. 

Funky (f'nki), a. [f. Funk 56.3+-y1.] Ina 
state of ‘ funk’, frightened, nervous, timid. 

1837 Dickens Pickw. [The nervous junior counsel in 
Bardell v. Pickwick is named ‘Mr. Phunky’.] 1845 S. 
Naytor Reynard 46, I do feel somewhat funky. 1871 
G. MerepitH AH, Richmond Nii. (1889) 50x If he did not 
give up to you like a funky traveller to a highwayman. 

Hence Fu‘nkiness. 

1896 Punch 22 Aug. 88/2, I subdued my native funkiness 
so far as to make the revolution of the great wheel. 


(fo'nki), a.2 Sc. [f. Funk 5b.4] ‘Given 
to kick, as a horse’ (Ogilvie Swf. 1855). 
+ Funky, @.3 Obs. 


1784 Twamey Dairying 11 [Faults in Cheese] Sweet or 
Funkey Cheese. /ézd. 30 A means of preventing Sweet, or 
Funkey Cheese. 


Funnel (fynél), sb.1 Forms: 5 fonel(le, 6-7 
funell, 6-8 funnell, (6 fonnell, funnelle), 7- 
funnel. [ME. fone/ (15th c.; a supposed earlier 
example belongs to FUNEL, rope), app. a. OF. 
*foundl (whence Breton founzl). Mod. Pr. dialects 
have founzl, enfounz/h, which are probably cor- 
rupted adoptions of L. 22fundibulum, f.infundére to 
pour in (the Lat. word may have been familiar from 
its usein pharmacy); the unrecorded OF. form, and 
the Sp. fonzl, Pg. funzl, may be adoptions from Pr.] 

1. A cone-shaped vessel usually fitted at the apex 
with a short tube, by means of which a liquid, 
powder, or the like, may be conducted through 


a small opening. 

1402-3 Durh, MS. Alm. Roll., j funell. c¢1430 Piler. 
Lyf Manhode i, xxxvii, (1869) 155 A gret old oon... pat 
a foul sak, deep and perced, heeld with hire teeth, and 
hadde with inne it a fonelle [F. extonnour]. c1440 Promp. 
Parv, 170/t Fonel, or tonowre, fusorium, 1578 LyTE 
Dodoens i, xii. 20 The parfume ., taken into the mouth 
through the pipe of a funnell, or tunnell, 1630 B. Jonson 
New Inn 1.i, With a funnel, I make shift to fill The narrow 
vessel. 1739‘R, But’ tr. Dedekindus’ Grobianus 202 To 
ev'ry Mouth by Turns the Funnel guide, Let Streams of 
Wine, thro’ pewter Channels, glide. 1799 G. SmitH Lado- 
ratory 1. 179 Make a paper funnel, and put it in the hole 
of the globe. 1854 Ronatps & RicHarpson Chem. Technol. 
(ed, 2) I. 221 The whole fire-box is then filled up with fuel 
by means of a funnel. 1866 Rocers Agric. & Prices I. xxi. 
549 The juice being poured into the tun by means of a 
funnel. 1878 Huxitey Physiogr. 49 A circular metallic 
funnel for catching the rain, and a vessel for storing it. 

Jig. 1711 STEELE Sfect, No, 228 p 2 The Inquisitive are 
the Funnels of Conversation .. They are the Channels 
through which all the Good and Evil that is spoken in 
Town are conveyed. 1886 Pall Mall G. 3 June 2/: If 
they .. become the ‘animated funnels’ of the executives of 
their associations. 1890 Sfectator 16 Aug., The funnel 
through which legislation can trickle down to the country 
is..nearly blocked up. 

b. spec. in Casting. The hole through which the 
metal is poured into a mould. Cf, Garr, Incatr, 


TEDGE. 
1874 in Knicut Dict. Mech. I. 925/1. 
ce. Anat. and Zool, A funnel-shaped organ or 
limb ; an infundibulum. 

171z Brackmore Creation v1. 493 Some [muscles] the long 
Funnel’s curious Mouth extend Thro’ which ingested Meats 
with Ease descend. 1839 JoHnsTon in Proc. Berw. Nat. 
Club 1. No, 7. 200 Funnel [of cuttle-fish] white. 1841-71 
T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd, (ed. 4) 623 The surrounding 
element being alternately drawn into the branchial cavity 
. and again expelled in powerful streams through the orifice 
of the funnel. 

2, A tube or shaft for lighting or ventilating pur- 
poses ; also, the metal chimney of an engine, steam- 
boat, etc. + Formerly also, the soil-pipe of a privy. 

1555 Even Decades 333 A funell or trunke of woodde or 
such other open instrument wherby the ayer maye be 
conueyed into the caue. 1612 SturTEVANT Metallica xiii. 
92 Priuy Funnels or Vaults may also bee made by the Press- 
ware Art so close and so sweete that there can no annoyance 
or vnsauory smels euapoure out.. Many houses..are much 
annoyed by the leaking and sincking through the funnels of 
Brick. 1698 Fryer Acc. E. India & P. 39 Admitting 
neither Light nor Air, more than what the Lamps, always 
burning, are by open Funnels above suffered to ventilate, 
1jox LuttreLt Brief Rel. (1857) V. 36 Sir Christopher 

ren has made this day 4 funnells on the top of the 
house of commons, to lett out the heat, in case they sitt 
in thesummer. 1719 De For Crusoe u. xv, The funnel 
to carry the smoke, 1748 Anson's Voy. i. viii. (ed. 4) 506 


FUNNEL. 


These funnels served to communicate the air to the hold. 
1773 Gentl. Mag. XLIII. 480/2 There are..eight funnels 
for letting out the steam through windows. 1833 Marryat 
P. Simple xxix, Mr. Chucks slapped his fist against the 
funnel, 1839 R. S. Ropinson Naut. Steam Eng. 127 The 
chimney, or funnel, is made of sheet iron, and rivetted on 
to the uptake. 1868 Lessons Mid. Age 315 All this while the 
steam has been fiercely chafing through the funnel. 

b. The flue of a chimney, somewhat resembling 


an inverted funnel (see quot. 1859). 

1688 J. Crayton in PAil. Trans. XVII. 787 The Funnel 
of the Chimney. 1715 DesaGutiers Fives Jmipr. 51 The 
outward Hole of the Funnel ought to be small, always less 
than the Bore of the Funnel. 1859 Gwitt Avchit. (ed. 4) 
949 The cavity or hollow [of a chimney] from the fireplace 
to the top of the room is called the funnel. 


3. Applied to a funnel-shaped opening, shaft, or 


channel in rocks, etc. 

1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) 1. 102 The sides of the 
funnel are actually often burst with the great violence of 
the flame. 1791 W. Bartram Carolina 246 The ground.. 
presenting to view, those funnels, sinks and wells in groups 
of rocks..as already recited. 1812 BracKkEnrIDGE Views 
Louisiana (1814) 106 The number of funnels, or sink holes, 
formed by the washing of the earth into fissures of the lime- 
stone rock, 1836 W. IrvinG As/or7a II. 137 A narrow gap 
or funnel in the mountains through which the river forces 
its way between perpendicular precipices. 1867 SMyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Funnel, the excavation formed by the 
explosion of amine. 1869 PHiLLips Vesuv. iv. 105 The crater 
now became a funnel which was accessible to the bottom. 


4, Applied to anything of conical shape with an 


extension at the apex. 

1871 TynpALL Fragm, Sc. (1879) I. iv. 108 This [cloud] 
gradually changed into a filmy funnel, from the narrow end 
of which the ‘cord’ extended to the cloud in advance. 1807 
Hatt Cane Christian x, He lay back, sent funnels of smoke 
to the ceiling. 

5. A cylindrical band of metal; esp. that fitted 
on to the head of the topgallant and royal masts, 


to which the rigging is attached. 

1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy, 1. (1711) 161 The Wooden Stick 
is fastened within the Iron Coller or Funnel of the Harpoon, 
with Packthread wound all about. ¢ 1860 H. Sruarr Sea- 
man’s Catech. 74 The head is round to receive the funnel. 
1882 Nares Seamanship (ed. 6) 31 The rigging of a royal 
mast, topgallant mast and topmast, is placed upon a copper 
funnel fitting the mast head. 

6. A channel, leading from a pond, over which 
a net is spread forming a ‘ pipe’, broad at the 
mouth but narrowing to a point, into which wild 


fowl are decoyed. 

1774 GotpsM. Nat. Hist, (1776) VI. 138 This little animal 
[dog].:keeps playing among the reeds, nearer and nearer 
the funnel, till they [wild fowl] follow him too far to 
recede, 

7. attrib, and Comb. ; a. simple attrib., as fusnel- 
pipe, tube; similative, as funnel-fashioned, -formed, 
-like, adjs.; funnel-wise adv. 

1753 CuHamBers Cycl. Supp., *Funnel-fashioned flowers. 
1831 T. L. Peacock Crotchet Castle xviii. (1887) 176 The 
smoke was caught and carried back under a *funnel-formed 
canopy into a hollow central pillar. 1836-9 Topp Cycl, Axat. 
II. 757/2 The fibrous *funnel-like sheath. 1846 Daily News 
21 Jan. 6/5 Narrow, up-hill, funnel-like streets. 1827 FaRa- 
pay Chem. Manip, 13 A piece of *funnel-pipe fitted loosely 
into the hole. 1853 W. Grecory J/vorg. Chem. (ed. 3) 231 
Through one aperture in the cork passes the *funnel tube, 
1840 Dickens O/d C, Shop xviii, The landlord. .applied him- 
self to warm the same in a small tin-vessel shaped *funnel- 
wise. 

b. Special comb., as funnel-casing(s (see quot. 
1883); funnel-form = funnel-shaped; funnel- 
hood (see quot.) ; funnel-net, the net of a funnel 
(sense 6); funnel polype (see quot.) ; funnel- 
shaped a., shaped like a funnel, infundibuliform, 
esp. in Bot. ; funnel-stays (see quot.); funnel-top 
(see quot.). 

1877 W. ‘THomson Voy. Challenger 1. i. 18 An excellent 
drying-room has been discovered in a space in the *funnel- 
casings. 1883 W. C. Russet, Sailor's Lang., Funnel- 
casing, a portion of the funnel of a steamer extending 
from the smoke-box to some distance upwards. 1880 
Gray Struct. Bot. vi. § 5. 249 Infundibuliform, or *Funnel- 
form, such as the corolla of common Morning-Glory, de- 
notes a tube gradually enlarged upwards from a narrow 
base into an expanding border or limb. 1883 W.C. RussELt 
Sailor's Lang., *Funnel-hood, a projected portion of or 
protection to the funnel, raised some feet above the 
deck, 1774 Gotpsm. Vat. H7st. (1776) VI. 138 The decoy- 
ducks never enter the *funnel-net with the rest, 1753 
Cuampers Cycl. Supp. s.v. Polype, The *funnel polype 
nearly resembles a funnel, from which it hasits name. /é7d., 
Infundibuliform..There are properly two species of the 
*funnel-shaped flowers. 1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusem, 
147 Over this a kind of funnel-shaped supplier is to be made 
fast. 1860 W. G. CrarK Vac. Tour 77 The surface is 
honeycombed throughout with circular, funnel-shaped hales, 
1846 Younc Naut. Dict. s.v. Funnel, This [funnel] is 
secured by ropes or chains, called the *funnel-stays, leading 
from eye-plates near the top of the funnel to the ship's sides, 
1854 Mayne Exp, Lex., *Punnel-Top, common name for 
the genus Peziza, 

Hence {Funnel v. a, zutr. of smoke: to 
issue out or rise wp in a funnel-shaped cloud; b. 
trans, to feed with a funnel. Fu'nnelled ///. a., 
funnel-shaped ; also fig.; in Bot. infundibuliform. 

1594 Nasue Unfort. Trav, Wks. (Grosart) V. 125 Before 
a gun is shot off, a stinking smoake funnels out. 1596 — 
Saffron Walden 102 A dampe (like the smoake of a Cannon) 
..would strugglingly funnell vp. 1739 ‘R. Bux’ tr. Dede- 
kindus' Grobianus 202 To ev'ry Mouth by Turns the Funnel 
guide, Let Streams of Wine, thro’ pewter Channels, glide 


FUNNEL. 


Adown the Throats .. [Vote] Whenever this Comedy is 
represented, the Gentlemen of the upper Gallery are ex- 
ceedingly delighted with seeing Teague funnel Obadiah. 
1793 W. Rozerts Looker-on No, 67 ® 14 The auditory pas- 
sage was extremely narrow, and not funnelled as in other 
subjects. 1849 /Zorist 194 [A pelargonium] too funnelled, and 
the blotch on upper petals not even. 1883 D. PinGeon in 
Nature 23 June, The double funneled stem of whirling mist 
{of a waterspout]. 1894 BLAckKMorE Perlycross 130 Quiver- 
ing to the swell of funneled uproar. 

Funnel (fonél), sb.4 dial. Also fummel. 
(See quots.; the form /#mmel seems of doubtful 
genuineness. ) 

1835 Booru Analyt, Dict. 323 The Little Mule, or Hinny 
;.the produce of a Stallion and a She-ass. . In some counties, 
it is called a Fummel. 1847 HatLiwELi, /uzzel, a mare 
mule produced by an ass covered bya horse. Linc. 1866 
Brocpen Linc. Gloss., Funnel, a mule whose sire is an ass. 

Funniment (fwnimént). jocular. [f. Funny 
@.+-MENT. Cf. merriment.] Drollery, humour ; 
also, a joke, a comicality. 

1845 ALB. SmitH Mort. Scatterg. Fant, xix. (1887) 65 His 
first funniment took place amongst the macaws. 1861 
Mayvuew Lond. Labour III. 138 A man with heaps of 
funniment and plenty of talk. 1878 E. Yates Wrecked in 
Port xxviii. 319 I'll take care to repay you that little funni- 
ment on the first convenient opportunity. — 

Funny (funi), sd. [perh. f. next adj.] A narrow, 
clinker-built pleasure-boat for a pair of sculls, 
Also loosely, any light boat. 

1799 Caldron or Follies Camb. 9 While others woo The 
well-oar’d funney or the slim canoo. 1808 Anz. Reg. 109 
A young couple .. took a sail ina funny off Fulham. 1843 
Atkinson in Zoologist 1. 293, I was in a ‘funny ’—as the 
small boats at Cambridge are called. 1870 Dasent Annals 
Eventful Life (ed. 4) 1. 140 The funnies, cutters, wherries.. 
that thronged the river daily. 


Funny (fyni), a. [f. Fun sd.+-v1.] 
1. Affording fun, mirth-producing, comical, face- 


tious. 

1756 Totpervy Two Orphans II. 151 Tom Heartley and 
Richmond said a great many funny things. 1762 Foorr 
Orators 1, i, Is it damn’d funny and comical? 1787 Burns 
Halloween xxviii, Unco tales, an’ funnie jokes. 1827 De 
Quincey Murder Wks. 1862 1V. 22 He became very sociable 
and funny. 1849 THAcKERAy Pendennis xiii, Popping in his 
little funny head. 

absol. 1820 Prarp Eve of Battle 297 A mixture of the 
grave and funny. 

2. Curious, queer, odd, strange. collog. 

1806 Mercatre in Owen Wellesley’s Desp. 809 This study 
to decrease our influence is funny. I cannot understand it. 
1838 James Rodder i, That wasa funny slip of mine. 1852 
Mrs. Stowe Uncle Tom's C. xix, ‘What funny things you 
are making’..‘I’m trying to write to my poor old woman.” 
1855 Lp. Houcuton in Z7/ (1891) I. xi. 527 Lady Ellesmere 
was very funny about Mrs. Gaskell, wanting very much to 
see her, and yet quite shy about it. 1889 V. W. Linc. 
Gloss. (ed. 2) s.v., ‘To keap fun'rals waaitin’ time efter time 
is a straange funny waay for a parson to go on.’ 

+3. slang. Tipsy. Obs. 

1756 ToLpervy Zwo Orphans I. 62 More brandy was 
drank, and, Tom Throw beginning to be what is called 
funny, the house was full of uproar and confusion. 

4. Comb., as funny-looking adj.; funny-bone, 
the popular name for that part of the elbow over 
which the ulnar nerve passes, from the peculiar 
sensation experienced when it is struck; funny- 


man, a professional jester. 

1840 Baruam Jugol, Leg., Bloudie facke, And they smack, 
and they thwack, Till your ‘*funny bones’ crack. 1867 
Pall Mail G. 30 Jan. 4 It is like rapping a man... over the 
funny-bone. 188: BLackmorE Christowell xv, Even the 
fiddlers three. . worked their funny-bones more gently. 1895 
M. E. Francis Frieze §& Fustian 283 ‘Yon's a *funny- 
lookin’ lass, Let’s chase her !’ 1861 MayHew Lond. Labour 
I1I. 119 What I've earn’d as clown, or the *funnyman, with 
a party of acrobats. 

Hence Fu‘nnily adv., ina funny manner; Funni- 
ness, the quality or state of being funny; a funny 
saying or joke. Also Futnnyism zonce-wd.,a joke. 

1814 Lapy GranviLte Lett. 18 Nov. (1894) I. 51 [He] 
says she..talks so funnily and sweetly. 1839 CAROLINE Fox 
Mem. Old Friends (1882) 37 His stories and funnyisms 
of all descriptions. 1856 Lp. Cocksurn Mem. 317 note, It 
was funnily done; which was not always the case, for it was 
often with bitter gravity. 1857 Gren. P. THomrson Audi 
Ait. I. xi. 57, I did hear one or two members. .make a kind 
of school-boy titter at the funniness of a man’s not being 
seconded. 1865 Daily Te/. 8 Dec. 4/6 Marching .. to the 
sound of their own .. irrepressible funninesses, 1882 J. 
Brown Hore Suds. Ser. 11.35 A man .. whose absolute 
levity and funniness became ponderous. 

Funny (fxni), v. Sc. [mod. form of fundy, 
Found v.5] zur. To become stiff with cold, to 


be benumbed. Hence Funnied ///. a. 

1721 Ketiy Sc. Prov. 52 An eating Horse never funnied. 
1785 Frul. fr. Lond. 3 in Poems Buchan Dial. The wile 
limmer was sae dozen’d an’ funied wi’ cauld. 1845 W/ist/e- 
Binkie (Scot. Songs) Ser, 111. (x890) I. 418 The funneit tod 
cam forth. : 

Funster (fonster). jocular, [f. FuN sd. + -STER 
after Punster.] One who makes fun. 

1887 Through the Long Day I. 234 Punster is universally 
recognised as a permissible and legitimate word, and why 
not ‘funster’? 1892 Dram. Opin. 13 Jan. 3/1 The greatest 
punster since Hood, and greatest funster of his age, 

Fuor, mistake for, or var. Fur sé.! (sense 7). 

1858-9 WEALE Dict. Arch. (ed. 2) Yuor, among carpenters, 
apiece nailed upon a rafter to strengthen it when decayed, 

Fur (fo1), sb... Forms: 4-7 furre, 7-9 furr, 8 
fir, 6-fur. [f. Fur z. 

VoL. IV. 
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The OF. forre, fuerre, sheath, case, is commonly given as 
the immediate source; but it does not appear to have had 
the sense of the Eng. sb., though the derived vb. /orrer 
(mod.F. fourrer), originally to encase, developed the sense 
‘to line’, and ‘to line or trim with fur.’ The Fr. word for 
fur is fourrure (OF. forrure): see Furrure.] 

1. A trimming or lining for a garment, made of the 


dressed coat of certain animals (as the ermine, 


beaver, etc.: see 2); hence, the coat of such 
animals as a material for trimmings, linings, or 
entire garments (worn either for warmth or for 
ornament). Also a garment made of, or trimmed 
or lined with, this material; now chiefly £/., exc. 
as denoting a piece of fur to be worn about the 
neck. 

2@1366 Cuaucer Rom. Rose 228 A burnet cote..Furred 
with no menivere, But with a furre rough of here, Of lambe- 
skinnes. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. gor pei schal 
were no manere furres. 1418 #, EZ. Wills (1882) 34, I be- 
quethe .. my ffurre of Calabre. c1460 Towneley Myst. 
(Surtees) 163 Thay are so gay in furrys fyne. 1551 in 
Strype £ecl. Mem. (1721) II. xxxiii. 539 A fur of black 
Trish lamb. 1602 Marston Axtonio’s Rev. u. iii, Thou 
wrapt in furres. . Forbidst the frozen zone toshudder. 168x 
Woop Ze (O. H.S.) II 525 Blak gownes, fac’d with furr. 
1774 Go.tpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) 11. 231 The inhabitants go 
-,cloathed in furs or feathers. 1814 Scott Ld. of Isles 1. 
vi, The costly furs That erst had deck’d their caps were 
torn. 1886 Hatt Caine Sox of Hagar u. xvi, Greta had 
returned to the parlour, muffled in furs. 

Jig. 1621 MoLie Camerar. Liv, Libr. v. xiv. 374 Ill will, 
envie, grudgings, the right linings and furres of the soule. 

b. worn as a mark of office or state, and as 
a badge of certain degrees at the Universities. 

1634 Mitton Comus 707 Those budge doctors of the Stoic 
fur. 1675 Otway Alcibiades 1. i, Heavy Gown-men clad in 
formal Furrs. 1729 WaTEeRLAND Le?. Wks, 1823 X. 320 The 
picture of Sir William Cecil..in his gown and furs. a1763 
SHENSTONE Economy 1. 148 And add strange wisdom to the 
furs of Pow’r. 

2. The short, fine, soft hair of certain animals (as 
the sable, ermine, beaver, otter, bear, etc.) growing 
thick upon the skin, and distinguished from 
the ordinary hair, which is longer and coarser. 
Formerly also, + the wool of sheep. 

c 1430 Lyn, Hors, Shepe § G. 49 in Pol. Rel. § L. Poems 
16 The shepe. . berythe furres blake and whyte. 1579 SPENSER 
Sheph. Cal, Sept. 165 Thy Ball is a bold bigge curre, And 
could make a iolly hole in theyr furre. 1608 SHaxs. Lear m1. 
i. 14 (Qo. 1) This night, wherin..The Lyon, and the belly 
pinched Wolfe Keepe their furre dry. 1732 Pore Ess, Man 
1, 176 To want the strength of Bulls, the fur of Bears. 1748 
F. Situ Voy, Disc. I. 189 Leave the Hair on Skins, where 
the Fleece or Fir is soft and warm, as Beaver, Otter, &c. 
181z J. SmytH Pract. Customs (1821) 310 Coney Wool, or 
Rabbits’ Fur..principally used by Hatters. 1847 Loner. 
£v.1. ii. 1o Cold would the winter be, for thick was the 
fur of the foxes. 1868 Darwin Aniry. § Pd. 1. i. 46 All the 
cats are covered with short stiff hair instead of fur. 


b. fig. in phr. to stroke the fur the wrong way 
(i.e. to cause irritation) ; 40 make the fur fly (U.S. 


slang: see quot.). 

1848 Barttetr Dict. Amer., To make. the fur fly. To 
claw ; scratch; wound severely. Used figuratively. 1870 
Miss Bripcman Xo. Lynne I. vii. 100 He stroked all the fur 
the wrong way. 1888 Denver Republican 29 Feb. (Farmer), 
‘Wait until the National Committee assembles..and you 
will see the fur fly from the Cleveland hide’. 

3. 7. Skins of such animals with the fur on them. 

15585 EpEN Decades 214 In this lande are many excellent 
furres as marterns, sables. ¢1645 Howe.t Lett. (1655) I. 
VI. iii. g, I shall be carefull to bring with me those Furres, 
I had instructions for. 1748 F. Smirn Voy. Disc. 1.156 The 
Skins of those Beasts, which are killed in Winter being only 
of Value, and what we call Firs. 1828 Scotr /. MW. Perth 
xxvii, This his old host and friend, with whom he had 
transacted many bargains for hides and furs. 1836 W. 
Irvine Astoria III. 168 Mr. Clarke accordingly packed all 
his furs on twenty-eight horses. 


4. Her. A tincture representing tufts upon a plain 
ground, or patches of different colours supposed to 


be sewn together, 

The eight principal furs are ermine, ermines, erminois, 
pean, vair, countervair, potent, and counterpotent. 

1610 Guitiim Heraldry 1. iv. (1660) 20 Furres (used in 
Armes) are taken for the Skins of certain beasts stripped 
from the bodies and artificially trimmed for the furring, 
doubling, or lining of Robes and Garments. 1708 [see 
Douvusutine vd. sb. 2). 1725 BrapLey Fam. Dict., Furs, in 
Heraldry are used in the Doublings of Mantles pertaining 
to a Coat of Arms, and sometimes to the Coat it self: They 
are usually of two Colours, 1766 [see DousLe v. 6a). 
188z Cussans Her, iii. (ed. 3) 55 Furs are known by the 
name of Doublings, when used in the linings of mantles; 
but when coming under the denomination of Tinctures, 
they are called each by their respective name, 

5. collect. Furred animals. Also in phrase fr 


and feather, See FEATHER sd. 4. 

1827 PoLtox Course T. v. 1025 Hunted thence the fur To 
Labrador. 1875 ‘STONEHENGE’ Brit. Sports 1.1. vii. § 7. 106 
They will readily hunt fur when nothing else is to be had. 
1884 St, Fames’s Gaz.7 Aug. 4/2 Farmers. .find it somewhat 
difficult to carry on their coursing meetings because of the 
scarcity of fur. 

6. Applied to something resembling fur or adher- 
ing to a surface like fur; e.g. a coat or crust of 
mould, of deposit from wine, etc. 

1843 Lever % Hinton vi. (1878) 38 The ill-omened fur 
one sees on an antiquated apple-pie. 1852 Mrs. C. MEREDITH 
Home in Tasmania I. ix. 134 Projecting ridges [in shells], 
fringed beneath like the fur of a mushroom, 1855 DickENS 
Dorrit. v, Empty wine-bottles with fur and fungus choking 








FUR. 


up their throats. 1864 WessterR, Pur..the soft, downy 
covering on the skin of a peach. 1877 BLack Green Past. 
a Covered the thick top-coats of the two men with a fur 
of wet. 

b. esp. A coating formed on the tongue in certain 


diseased conditions of the body. 

1693 Dryben tr. Persius mt. 172 My Pulse unequal, and 
my Breath is strong; Besides, a filthy Furr upon my Tongue. 
1783 S. CHAPMAN in Med. Commun. 1. 277 Her tongue had 
a whitish fur on it. 1801 Med. Frnl. V. 508 Her tongue, 
teeth, and lips were covered with a black fur. 1849-52 
Topp Cyct. Anat. IV. 1139/2 Variation in the quantity of 
fur on the tongue from day to day. 

ce. A coating or crust formed by the deposit of 
carbonate of lime on the interior surface of a kettle, 


boiler, etc. 

1805 W. Saunpers Min. Waters 38 Boiling. .drives off 
the excess of carbonic acid, and thus causes the chalk to be 
precipitated; hence the earthy crust, or furr, on kettles. 
1837 Mech. Mag. XXVIII. 96 An invention for dissolving 
the ‘fur’ which collects in kettles and boilers. 1865 Pa/Z 
Mall G.7 July 7/2 For the purpose of removing the fur 
from the steam boiler. 


7. Carpentry. (See quot.) Cf. Furrine v0/. sd. 


3b, Fur vz. 6, 

1703 T. N. City & C. Purchaser 146 When Rafters are.. 
sunk hollow in the middle, and pieces (cut thickest in the 
middle, and to a point at each end) are nail’d upon them 
to make them straight again..those pieces so put on are 
call’d Furrs, [1858-9 : see Fuor.] 


II. attrib. and Comb. 


8. attrib. or as adj. Made of fur. 

1597 SKENE De Verb, Sign. s,v. Bullion, Ik serplaith of 
furfelles, con. 4000 .iiij. ounce. 1713 WARDER 77we Amazons 
58 A Velvet Cape or Fur Gorget about her Shoulders. 1792 
Descript. Kentucky 49 Fur-muffs and tippets. 1884 Chad. 
Frnl. 5 Jan. 10/1 The dogs. .should then be protected by fur- 
boots. 1885 Girls Own Paper Jan. 202/1 Fur balls, fur 
fringe, and fur tails seem the most usual finish on all 
mantles, ely, 

9. General comb., as fur trade, -trader ; objective, 
as fur-dressing vbl. sb.; instrumental, as fur-clad, 
-lined, -trimmed, -wrought ppl. adjs.; parasyn- 
thetic, as fur-capped, -collared, -cuffed, -gowned 


ppl. adjs. 

1887 J. A. Sterry Lazy Minstr. (1892) 68 Here comes 
a stout, *fur-capped Mossoo. 1784 Cowper Task v. 129 
Imperial mistress of the *fur-clad Russ! 1842 MacauLay 
Lays, Proph. Capys xxxi, Where fur-clad hunters wander 
Amidst the northern ice. 1856 Lever Martins of Cro’M. 
136 A grey cloth spencer being drawn over his coat, *fur- 
collared and cuffed. 1888 Dazly News 21 Sept. 7/2 A *fur- 
dressing patent. 1757 J. G. Cooper AZol. Aristippus ili. 160 
The .. *fur-gown’d Pedants’ bookish Rules. 1886 W. J. 
Tucker £. Europe 202 He mufiled himself in his *fur-lined 
cloak. 1837 W. Irvine Caft. Bonneville 1. 42 People 
connected with the *fur trade. 1848 THorEau Maine W. 
(1894) 14 One small leaden bullet, and some colored beads, 
the last to be referred, perhaps, to early *fur-trader days. 
1860 G. A. SportiswoopE Vac. Tour 98 Long, straight, 
*fur-trimmed coats. 1731 Gay Rur. Sports i. 270 Let me, 
less cruel, cast the feather’d hook..And with the *fur- 
wrought fly delude the prey. 


10. Special comb.: +fur-man slang (see quot.) ; 
fur-puller (see quot.) ; so fur-pulling vbl. sb. ; 
fur seal, the seal which affords the valuable fur 


known as seal-skin. 

arjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew, *Fur-men, Aldermen, 
1725 in New Cant. Dict. 1891 Labour Commussion Gloss., 
*Fur-pullers, those who scrape the loose down off rabbit and 
other skins, and do various minor parts of fur-making. 1886 
Daily News 13 Dec. 5/5 A widow, working at *fur pulling. 
1775 Crayton in Phil. Trans. LXVI. 102 The *furr seal has 
its name from its coat, which is a fine soft furr, and is 
thinner skinned than any of the others. 1883 /7sherzes 
Exhib. Catal. (ed. 4) 191 Group of Fur Seals..stuffed 
Ribbon Seal..cast of Harbour Seal, 

Fur, 50.2 ? Obs. [?Cf. OF. forre sheath, case.] 
= Box sd," 16. 

1740 Lond. Mag. 382/1 While a Wheel is turning round 
once, all the Parts of the Fur or Box in the Nave, rub 
against the Axletree..The Fur or Box in the hinder Wheels, 
is no bigger than the Fur or Box in the fore Wheels. Now, 
if the hind Wheels be as high again as the fore ones..the 
rubbing round the Fur or Box in the hind Wheels, will 
carry the Load twice as far as the fore Wheels. 

Fur, 50.3 dial. Also 5 fyre, firre (fyir, fyyre), 
6 fyrre, furre, 9 furr. [See Furze.] = Furze. 
Chiefly in Comb., as fur-dzll, -bush (-busk), -stack ; 
fur chuck, the bird furze-chat. 

1440 Promp. Parv. 162/1 Fyyre, sharpe brusche (X. firre, 
whynne, P. fyir or qwynne), sadiunca. c1540 R. Moricein 
Lett. Lit, Men (Camden) 24 A gentilman. .toke a fyrre bushe 
on. .a pitche-fork, and being all sett on fyer thruste it into his 
moth. 1562 W. Butteyn Bk. Simples 69a, The Brome and 
the Whin or Furre bushe. 1606 BrysketT Civ. Life 22 
He that shooteth at a starre, aimeth higher then he that 
shooteth at a furbush, 1870 E. Peacock Rad/ Skirl. 11. 13 
We are guarding the place now with duck-guns, fur-bills, 
and other spears. 1885 Swainson Prov. Names Birds 11 
Whinchat (Pratincola rubetra).. Furr chuck (Norfolk). 
1889 V. W. Linc. Gloss., Fur-bill, a bill-hook ;_ perhaps 
a furze-bill. 7-dusk,a bush of gorse. Jur-stack, a stack 


of gorse. 

Fur (fo1), v. [a. OF. forre-r (mod.F. fourrer) 
to line, envelop, encase, sheathe, = Sp., Pg. forrar, 
It. foderare, a Com. Rom. vb. f. *fod(e)ro case, 
sheath (OF. fuerre, forre, Sp., Pg. forro, It. fodero), 
a. Teut. */odr0- (Goth. fodr, OE. féddor, OHG. 
Juotar, mod.Ger. futter). In all senses exc. 6 and 7 
the Eng. vb. is closely connected with Fur of 
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FURACIOUS. 


which it is commonly apprehended as a derivative. 
Cf. FoTHer v.] 

1. ¢rans. To line, trim, or cover (a garment) with 
fur. 

13.. K. Alis. 5474 The kyng dude of his robe, furred with 
meneuere. ?@1366[see Fur sd... 1]. a14so Kut. de la Tour 
(1868) 30 Y wolle furre her gowne, coleres, sleues, and cotes, 
the here outwarde. @1533 Lp. Berners //xon xlviii. 160 
They gaue her..a mantell furryd with ermyns. 1599 
Haktuyrt Voy. I, 98 The rich Tartars sometimes fur their 
gowns with pelluce or silke shag. 1696 tr. Du Mont’s Voy. 
Levant 266 In Winter 'tis furr'd with a Skin, call’d Samour. 
1841 Mottey Corr, (1889) I. iv. 73 A pair of fur boots (furred 
on both sides). 1842 H. Ainswortu Tower Lond. u. i, A robe 
of violet-coloured velvet, furred with powdered ermine. 

Jig. 1648 Gace West Ind. xiv, 96 A Supper, that should 
strongly support our empty stomacks, and furre and line 
them well for the next foure and twenty houres. 

b. To serve as a lining or trimming for. 

1576 TurBERvV. Venerie 198 His [Raynard’s] case will serue 
to far the Cape of Master huntsmans gowne. 1631 T. 
PowEett Tom All Trades 165 As many Fox-skins as will 
furre his Long-lane gowne. 

2. To clothe or adorn (a person) with fur. 

21370 Robt. Cicyle 56 The aungelle. .clad them alle inclothys 
of pryse, And furryd them with armyne. az450 Kv7t. de 
la Tour (1868) 30 She shalle be beter purfiled and furred 
thanne other ladies and gentille women. #1533 Lp. BERNERS 
Gold. Bk. M, Aurel. (1546) 1j, I am furred with the furres 
that thou hast sent me. 1812 Examiner 12 Oct. 652/2 So 
to ribband, to fur, to tassel, and to fringe ..men is.. 
degrading their humanity. 1815 Scorr Guy JM. xx, Miss 
Mannering was furred and mantled up to the throat. 1886 
Tinsley’s Mag. July 49 It was the 29th May .. and still the 
fair were furred. 

b. pass. Of an animal or his skin: To be 
covered with fur. Also jig. 

1651 Fuller's Abel Rediv., ¥. Fox 383 Rare Fox (well furr'’d 
with patience), 1823 Scorrspy Whale Fishery 109 The 
skin which was very white, and well furred. 

3. To coat or cover with fur or morbid matter. 
To fur up: to stop up or ‘clog’ with this. 

1593 Nasue Chvist’s T. 31a, Her Alablaster walls were 
all furred and fome-painted, with the bespraying of mens 
braines. 1601 ? Marston Pasguzl § Kath. 1.34 Yee shall 
haue me an emptie caske that’s furd With nought but 
barmie froth. 1669 W. Simpson A7ydvol. Chym. 354 A rejected 
Sordes of the blood, which furs up the Orifices. 1700 
Apopison Zed ut. Misc. Wks. 1726 I. 60 The walls On all 
sides furr’d with mouldy damps. 1792 S. IRELAND Vzews 
Thames 11. 89 This water has the property of not furring 
any vessel it is boiled in, 1839 StonrHousE A-rholme 25 It 
{the water] .. furs every thing in which it is kept. 1863 
TynpaLt Heat xi. 375 The surface of the vessel .. is now 
white-furred all over with hoar-frost. 

Jig. 1641 Mitton Aximadv. (1851) 220 We. .after all these 
spirituall preparatives, and purgations have our earthly 
apprehensions so clamm’d and furr’d with the old levin, 
1684 J. Lacy Szr H, Bzuffoon w. iii, Thy love to her is 
furred all over like a sick man’s tongue. 1863 Hants. 
(Otterbourn) Dial., One can’t do nothing, one’s so furred 
up with things. 

4. intr. To become furred or coated with morbid 
matter. Also, to collect as fur. Zo fur up: to 
become ‘clogged’ with fur. 

1550 Becon Fortr. Faithf. Prol. Avijb, Nowadayes ye 
archedecons aske not for y® pore..but whether y® hosts be 
wel kept in y® pyxe from moulding & furring. x160x Hot- 
LanD Pliny II. 520 Take it forth, and scrape from it the 
mouldinesse or vinewing that doth furre or gather about 
it. 1615 CrookE Body of Man 4o1 A little skill to cleere 
and dresse the wheeles may keepe this watch of his life 
{the heart] in motion, which otherwise will furre vp and 
stand in his dissolution. 1 Herrick Hesfer., Upon 
Glasco (1869) 46 Teeth .. Which though they furre, will 
neither ake or rot. 1649 BuitHe Eng. Improv. [nipr. 
(1653) 71 The better will they [Spades] rid off work by 
far..and not fur and clog with Earth. a@1706 E. Baynarp 
Health (1740) 6 For too much Meat the Bowels fur. 1743 
Lond, & Country Brew. i. (ed. 2) 245 Their rough Inside, 
that is sooner apt to furr, taint and leak. od. This kettle 
soon furs. 

+b. To fur up: to become fluffy. Ods. 

1825 J. NicHoLson Oferat. Mechanic 395 The thread is 
slightly twisted, in order to enable it to bear the action of 
the hot liquor without the fibres separating or furring up. 

5. trans. To clean off the fur of (a boiler). 

1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Furring the boilers, in 
a steamer, cleaning off the incrustation or sediment which 
forms on their inner surfaces. 

6. Carpentry. To fix strips of wood to (floor- 
timbers, rafters, etc.) in order to bring them to 
a level, or to the required surface. Also with off 
(Cf. Fur sd.1 7.) 

1678, 1703, 1823 [Implied in Furrine v7. sd. 3b]. 1842 
Gwitt Archit. 977 The timbers of a floor, though level at 
first, oftentimes require to be furred, 1852 P. Nicholson's 
Encycl. Archit. 1, 436. 189 Scribner's Mag. Sept. 312/1 
Some sod walls are furred off, lathed, and plastered. 

"| 7. (? nonce-use alter F. fourrer). To foist or 
thrust 27. 

1592 Bacon Disc. in Praise of Sovereign in Spedding Life 
I, 134 But only by furring in audacious persons into sundry 
governments, 


Fur, obs. or dial. f. Far, Frr, Fire, Furrow. 

Furacious (fiuréi:fas), a. Now pedantic or 
humorous. [f. L. furact- (nom. firax), f. farari 
to steal+-ous.] Given to thieving, thievish. 

1676 in Cotes. 1702 C. Marner Magn. Chr. 11. App. (1852) 
194 There could be no stop given to his furacious exorbi- 
tancies any way but one, 1831 Gen. P. Tuompson Exerc. 
(1842) I. 393 How like is man in one place, to man every- 
where ; equally prosing, fraudulent, and furacious. 1842 Dr 
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Quincey Pagan Oracles Wks. VIII. 208 note, Greece was 
mendax, edax, furax (mendacious, edacious, furacious). 

Hence Fura‘ciousness, Fura‘city, the quality 
of being furacious ; inclination or tendency to steal. 

1623-6 CockERAM, /uracity. 1644 Butwer Chizrol, 134 In 
their way of Hieroglyphique when they figured furacity or 
theft by a light fingered left hand. 1727 Batvey vol. II, 
Furaciousness, 1790 UMFREVILLE Hudson's Bay 36 They 
[Indians] glory in every species of furacity and artifice. 

Furbelow (fo1bélo), sé. Forms: 7-8 fur- 
belo(e,8 furbellow, (forbulo, forbuloe), 8- fur- 
below. [An alteration of FaLBALA.] 

1. A piece of stuff pleated and puckered on a gown 
or petticoat; a flounce ; the pleated border of a petti- 
coat or gown. Now often in f/. as a contemptuous 
term for showy ornaments or trimming, esp. in 
a lady’s dress. 

1706 Mrs. Centiivre Basset Table wv. H 2b, Lady Revel 
.. Discovers a purse in the Furbeloes of her Apron. ¢1710 
C. Fiennes Diary (1888) 15 Their peticoates silke yt were with 
furbellows one above another with Ribons. 1711 ADDISON 
Sect. No. 15 ® 4 A Furbelow of precious Stones, an Hat 
buttoned witha Diamond. 1760 C. Jounston Chrysal (1822) 
I. 275 Here, Jane, settle the furbellows of my scarf. 1827 
Praep Poems (1865) 11. 355 The Baron bows lowtoa furbelow, 
If it be not my Lady’s dress. 1862 Miss Brappon Lady 
Audley xxxiii, 249 My lady smiled as she looked at the 
festoons and furbelows which met her eye upon every side. 

Jig. 1883 D. G. Mitcuett Bound Together i, Rhetorical 
furbelows or broidery that belong to the wardrobes of the past. 

2. Anything resembling a flounce. 

1742 H. Baker Microsc. 1. xxvi. 203 Its Wings are 
encompassed with a Furbelow of long Feathers. 1875 
CarrenTeR Microscope xi. § 481. 584 The beautiful Chry- 
saora remarkable for its long ‘ furbelows’ which act as 
organs of prehension. 

3. A name for Laminaria bulbosa, a seaweed 
with a large wrinkled frond. 

1846-51 Harvey Phycologia Britannica ILI. Plate ccxli, 
This is the largest British species of the Laminariez .. Its 
common name is Furbelows. 1864 TENNyson Sea Dreams 
257 You..made The dimpled flounce of the sea-furbelow 
flap..to please the child. 

+4. Conchol. (See quot.) ? Obs. 

1776 tr. Da Costa's Conchol. 289 The Furbelow from 
Falkland Island; Baccinium Fimbriatum. 

5. attrib. passing into adj.; chiefly in the sense 
‘having furbelows’, pleated. + Also as the name of 
a kind of pear. 

c1680 Crys of London in Bagford Ballads 1. 116 Will you 
buy any Furbeloe Pears. 1705 Lond. Gaz. No. 4177/4 
Lost .. a blue Furbelow Coach-Box Cloth. 1706 FARQUHAR 
Recruit. Officer tv. i, Vl buy you a furbelow scarf. 1712 
ArsBuTHNot Yohn Bull m. i, Crimpt ribbons in her head- 
dress, furbelo-scarfs, and hooped-petticoats. 1803 Mary 
CuarLton Wife & Mistress 111. 221 If you were to put 
round you a heap of furbelow veils, you would look 
picturesque enough. 

Furbelow (fo-bélo), v. [f. prec. sb.]  ¢vans. 
To ornament with a furbelow, or with something 
resembling a furbelow. 

1701 Lond. Gaz. No. 3743/4 Lost..a Deal Box. . having in 
it a rich Scarf forbulo’d with a rich Gold Lace. 1731-7 
Mitter Gard, Dict. s.v. Chelone, Many flat Seeds, that are 
furbelow’d on the Edges. 1760-72 tr. ¥uan §& Ulloa’s Voy. 
(ed. 3) I. 157 It is furbeloed with a richer stuff, near half 
a yard in depth. 1840 Dickens Barn. Rudge (1849) 74/2 
Many a private chair too, inclosing some fine lady, 
monstrously hooped and furbelowed. 1865 L. OLrpHANT 
Piccadilly (1870) 222 Trains of daughters, furbelowed and 
flounced by the same dressmakers, 

Jig. 1709-10 Appison Vatler No. 116 P 2 Very florid 
Harangues, which they did not fail to set off and furbelow 
(if I may be allowed the Metaphor) with many periodical 
Sentences. 1717 Prior Alma ut. 44 To break their points, 
you turn their force, And furbelow the plain discourse. 

absol. 1784 R. BaGe Barham Downs 1. 171 They could 
trim, flounce, and furbelow to admiration. 

Hence Fu'rbelowed ///. a. 

1703 FARQuHAR /xconstant 1. i, Have you got home your 
furbelowed smocks yet? 1713 STEELE Guardian No. 142 
Ps, 1am nowrearing up aset of fine furbelowed dock-leaves. 
1835 Brecxrorp Recol/. 104 Under a most sumptuously 
fringed and furbelowed canopy of purple velvet. 1861 J. R. 
GREENE Man. Anim. Kinga Calent, 123 It terminates in 
four furbelowed lips. 


+FEurber. Ods. Also 5 fourbour, forbyer, 6 
forborer, 7 forbere. [a. OF. fordere, forbeor, 
agent-n. f. fordir to FURBISH.] = FURBISHER, 

¢1415 in Davies York Rec. (1843) 233 Coupers, . . Fourbours. 
1492 Nottingham Rec. 111. 24, j. forbyer pretiivjd. cxg15 
Cocke Lorel’s B, (Percy) 9 Gyrdelers, forborers, and 
webbers, 1609 D. Rocers in Dighy Myst, (1882) p. xxi, 
Smythes, forberes, Pewterers, 

Furbery, var. FourBEry, Ods. 

Furbish (fo-1bif), v. Forms: 4-6 furbusshe, 
4-7 furbush, (4 forbisch, fourbosh, 5 forbesh, 
foorbush,6 furbisshe,7 forbush), 5 forbysch(yn, 
5-7 f(o)urbyssh(e, 4~ furbish, [ad. OF. fordiss- 
lengthened stem of fordir ( = Pr. fordir, It. for- 
bire), ad. OHG, furban in the same sense. ] 

1. trans. To remove rust from (a weapon, armour, 
etc.); to brighten by rubbing, polish, burnish. 
Also with 2. 

1382 Wycir Zzek. xxi. 9 The swerd is whettid and 
furbishid. ¢1483 Caxton Vocab, 16 A swerde, Whiche me 
ought to furbysshe. ¢1s30 Lp. Berners Avth. Lyt. Bryt. 
(1814) 327 Varlettes were furbusshynge .. of theyr maysters 
harneys. 1647 Warp Simp. Cobler 7o In heaven..your 
swords are furbushed and sharpened, by him that made their 





FURCATE. 


1719 De For Crusoe 1. xii, I .. furbished up one of 
the..cutlasses. 179r Cowper /diad x11. 415 Corslets fur- 
bish’d bright. 1852 HAwrnorne Tanglewood T., Golden 
Fleece (1879) 215 As soon as they could furbish up their 
helmets. 1863 Gro. Exior Romola u. xxi, Old arms duly 
furbished. 

absol. 1624 Quartes Diz. Poems, Fob mt. li, Or if, by 
forbushing, he [the potter] take more paine To make it 
fairer, shall the Pot complaine? 

Jig. ¢€1380 Wyciir Sern. Sel. Wks. I. 224 Men shulden 
not holde al gold bat shyneb as gold, for many pingis ben 
fourboshid ful falseli. 158x J. Bett Haddon's Answ. Osor. 
134 b, He hath somewhat furbushed the old rusty Argumentes 
of other raynebeaten souldiours. 1593 SHAKS. Rich. //, 1. 
iil. 76 With thy blessings steele my Lances point, That it 
may enter Mowbrayes waxen Coate, And furbish new the 
name of John a Gaunt. 1654 Trapp Comm. Fob xxix. 25 
He had so fourbished the sword of Justice with the Oyle of 
Mercy. 

2. To brush or clean up (anything faded or 
soiled) ; to give a new look to (an object either 
material or immaterial); to do or get up afresh, 
renovate, revive. Chiefly with 2, occas. over. 

1587 GoLpinc De Mornay xvii. (1617) 304 The soule, which 
must be fain to be, as it were, new furbished. 1598 E, Giipin 
Skial. (1878) 65 Thei’le flowt a man behind his backe, if he 
Be not trim furbish’d and in decencie. 1629 N. CARPENTER 
Achitophel mm. (1640) 131 He shewed himselfe ambitious to 
file and furbish over the staine of his shamefull life. 1642 
Futter Holy §& Prof. St. v. iv. 397 This infection 
[Pelagianisme] was to come to this Iland in after-ages, 
furbished up under a new name. 1687 Drypen Hind &§ P. 
mt. 582 Their ancient houses, running to decay, Are fur- 
bish’d up. 169x Woop Azh. Oxon. II. 28 The University 
Statutes .. were afterwards corrected, methodized, and 
furbisht over with excellent Latine. 1715 Rowe Lady Fane 
Gray ut, i, They furbish up their Holy Trumpery. 1774 
J. Q. Apams in Fam. Lett. (1876) 5, 1 might be furbishing 
up my old reading in Law and History. 1837 SoutHEy 
Doctor IV. cxxiii. 228 Some part of the furniture was to 
be furbished, some to be renewed. 1844 DiIsRAELI Coningsby 
vill. iii, What we want. .is not to..furbish up old baronies, 
but to establish great principles. 


+b. zntr. for ref. Obs. rare. 


1697 Dennis Plot § no Plot 1.12 Go, get you gone and 
furbish, you little young Dog. 

Hence Fu'rbished ///. a.; Fu'rbishing v0/. sé. ; 
also attrzd. and used gerundially with the omission 
of zz. Also Fu'rbish sé., the action of the vb. 

c1430 Pilger. Lyf Manhode i. iii. (1869) 2 A foorbushed 
swerd wel grownden. 1463 Wann. § Housech. Exp. 226 My 
mastyre payd to Robyn the armerere. .ffor xij. dayis werke 
in fforbeshynge, iij.s. 1605 SuHaks. JZacd. 1. ii. 32 The 
Norweyan Lord .. With furbusht Armes, and new supplyes 
of men, Begana fresh assault. @1640 Bart Answ. F. Can. 
(1642) 90 A new furbishing over of the same broken staffe. 
1713 STEELE Exglishm. No. 40. 264 These..are lately 
furbishing up to shine out at some favourable Conjuncture. 
1775 S. J. Pratt Liberal Opin. II. 159 For all the furbish’d 
up stuffit contains. 1839 Cot. Hawker Diary (1893) II. 171 
Had a general furbish of all the gear and stores. 1875 
Jowett Plato (ed. 2) [V. 438 To this the arts of fulling and. . 
furbishing attend in a number of minute particulars. 1862 
Lond. Rev. 30 Aug. 188 The tarnished lace having been 
subjected to a furbishing process. 


+ Furbishable, @. 0és.-° 
furbished or polished. 


1611 Coter., Polissabie, burnishable, furbishable, 

Furbisher (fo 1bifo1). [f. FurBisu v. +-ER 1. 
Cf. F. fourbisseur.| One who furbishes. 

c31440 Promp. Parv. 470/1 Foorbyschowre, ernginator. 
c 1483 Caxton Vocal. 16 Denis the fourbysshour Hath of 
me a swerd. 1594 Mirr. Policy (1599) 257 The which 
Armourers, Fourbushers, Cutlers, and such like doe furnish. 
1653 Urqunart Radelais u. xxx. 199 Ogier the Dane was 
a Furbisher of armour. 1766 Enticxk London IV. 344 
Wherein are..employed about 14 furbishers, in cleaning, 
repairing, and new-placing the arms. 1840 Cot. Hawker 
Diary (1893) II. 172 About getting Long the appointment 
of furbisher at the Tower. 1881 J. Evans Azc. Bronze - 
taehleng, 5 A furbisher of every cutting instrument in those 
metals, 

Jig. 1617 J. Moore Mappe Mans Mortal. ut. v. 126 As 
furbushers, to varnish vs from the rust and canker of our 
corruption, 

Furbishment (fo 1bifmént). [f. Furpisx v. 
+-MENT.] ‘The action of the vb. FuRBISH. 

1850 Brackie A schylus I. Pref. 8 Every sort of fine 
flourishing and delicate furbishment. 

|| Furca (forka). Rom, Ant. (and allusively). 
[L.] A gallows. 

1653 Jer. Tavtor XXV Serm. Gold.-Grove xii, 162 They 
shall escape the /zrca and the wheel. 1779 Gentl. Mag. 
XLIX. 460 The American General deserved a /urca rather 
than a mischianza, 

Furcate (fa uke't, -et), a. [ad. med.L. furcatus 
(of a hoof) cloven, f, L. fzxca fork.] Formed like 
a fork ; forked or branched. 

1819 G. SAMOUELLE Extomol. Compend. 248 Converted 
into a furcate tail. 1826 Kirpy & Sp. Entomol. (1828) 111. 
xxix. 149 The furcate horn of the caterpillar of Parnassius 
Apollo, 1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd, (ed. 4) 729 
The insect, being seized by its furcate extremity, is.. 
brought between the jaws of its destroyer, 1870 BENTLEY 
Bot, 148 A variety of venation may be therefore called Fur- 


cate or forked. 
Hence Fureately adv, Also Furca‘to-, used 


as combining form = forkedly-. 
1846 Dana Zoofh, (1848) 163 Segregato-gemmate, fur- 


cately ramose. /dzd. 511 Glomerate or furcato-ramose. 


[bid. 669 Furcato-dichotomous, two feet high, axils arcuate. 

Furcate (foike't),v. [f. ppl. stem of assumed 
L. *furcare, f. furca Fork sb.) intr. To form 
a fork ; to divide into branches, 


metall. 


Capable of being 


FURCATED. 


1846 Dana Zooph, (1848) 79 These lines frequently furcate 
or give out lateral branches. /dzd@. 198 Stems straight, 
furcating. 1852 — Crust. 1. 142 Another small fissure, 
which furcates a short distance above. 

Furcated (fo ukeitéd), tpl, a. [f. med.L. fur- 
cat-us + -ED1,] =FURCATE a. 

1828 Stark Zlem. Nat. Hist. U1. 426 Ramuli furcated at 
the apex. 1847-9 Topp Cycl, Anat. 1V. 401/1 Cheetonotus 
and Ichthydium possess a furcated foot. 1859 W. H. Grecory 
Egypt 1. 174 The dém-palm. . invariably divides at a certain 
height into two branches, and these again..become fur- 
cated. 1874 Cooke Fuszgé 52 Each of these .. branch out 
into a furcated form. 


Furcation (forkéi:fan). [f. L. furca fork; see 
-ATION.] A forking or branching ; hence, a fork- 
like division or branch. 

3646 Sir T. Browne Pseud. Ep. 1. ix. 124 When they 
[deer] grow old, they. .first doe lose their.. brow Antlers or, 
lowest furcations next the head. 1846 Dana Zooph. (1848) 
71 There are two modes of branching :—z. By a simple 
furcation of the extremity of a branch. 1862 — Man. 
Geol. 36 Another furcation of it passes by Eastern Borneo, 
1874 Cooke Fungi 52 The furcations being made in such a 
manner that the ends of the branch at Jast so stand together 
that their surface forms a ball. 

Furch (faitf). Also Foucs. [ad. F. fourche 
Fork sd.]} 

+1. = Foucn 2. Obs. 

1491 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotd, (1877) 1. 181 Item. .tilla man 
of the Chanslaris that brocht a furche of venyson to the 
King vs. 1693 Urquuarr Rabelais 11, xi, My heart like 
the furch of a hart in rut doth beat within my breast. 

2. Vet. Surg. =FrusH, Frog. Also attri. in 
Jurch-stay. 

[App. introduced by B. Clark, as a more etymologically 
correct substitute for the current forms. The Fr. equiva- 
lent is fourchette.] 

31842 Bracy Crark On Running Krush (ed. 3) 2 The part 
diseased, and which in my Treatise on the Foot of the 
Horse published in 1809, I called the Furch-stay, as being 
the per which held the base of the Furch together. /ézd. 
3 This remarkable part was without any name and very 
little noticed, till I gave it the epithet Frog-stay or Furch- 
stay. 

Furch, obs. form of Furrow, 

Furchur(e, var. of ForcHurn, Ods. 


13.. K. Als. 4995 Another folk there is bisyde That 
habbeth furchures swithe wide. 


Furciferous (foisiféras), a. [f. L. furcifer (f. 


furca For«K sb. +-fer bearing) fork-bearer, hence’ 


(with reference to the ‘ fork’ or yoke placed on the 
necks of criminals) rascal, jail-bird + -ovs. ] 

1, Zyxt. Bearing a forked process; said of the 
larvee of certain butterflies (Cen¢. Dict.). 


2. Rascally. rare (somewhat jocu/ar). 

1823 Monthly Mag. LY. 222 Long addicted to furciferous 
practices. 1835 De Quincey in 7ait’s Mag. II. 8x Observe 
the dilemma into which these furciferous knaves must drop, 

|| Furcula (fo-skizila). Ornzth. [L. furcula, dim. 
of furca fork.] A forked bone below the neck of 
a bird, consisting of the two clavicles and an inter- 
clavicle ; the merry-thought or wish-bone. 

1859 Darwin Orig. Sec. i. (1878) 16 Relative size of the 
two arms of the furcula. 1868 — Axim. §& Pl. I. v. 175 
The sternum, scapule, and furcula are all reduced in pro- 
portional length. 

Furcular (fm ikizlin), a. Also 6 furculare. 
[ad. OF, furculaire, f. L. Furouna; in later use 
f, FurcuLA +-ar.] Of or pertaining to the furcula ; 
in early use, to the collar-bone. 

1541 R. Cortanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. F 4b, Howe 
many bones are in y® sholdre?..the bone sholdre blade and 
the bone furculare. 1856-8 W. CrarKk Van der Hoeven's 
Zool. 11. 609 Two clavicles, a coracoid and a furcular. 

+Furcule. Ods. Also 6 furculle, furkle. 
[ad. L. furcula: see Furcuna.] =Forcen. Also 
attrib. 

1541 R. CopLanp Guydon's Quest. Chirurg. D 3b, Some be 
proprely lacertes that brede nyghe the eares tyll they come 
to the furcules or forkes of the brest. 1548-77 Vicary Anat. 
vii. (1888) 56 In the vpper ende of Thorax is an hole..in 
which is set the foote of the Furklebone or Canel bone. 

|| Furculum (faskizlim). Ornith. [mod.L. 
Jurculum, incorrectly formed dim. of /fzrca.] 

= Furoua. 

1833 Sir C. Bert Hand (1834) 54 The furculum or fork 
bone, which in carving, we detach after removing the wings 
of the fowl, corresponds with the clavicle. 1863 LyrLt 
Antig. Man xxii. 451 The furculum, or merry-thought.. 
marks the forepart of the trunk. 1873 J. Gerkie Gt. Jce 
Age App. 525 The furculum of a gull was found in brick- 
clay at the Bridge of Johnston, near Paisley. 

+ Fu'rdel, fu'rdle, v. Os. [var. of FaRDEt, 
v.] trans. To furl or fold. Also with 2. 

1594 Giennam News fr. Levane Seas 16 Their sayles 
fi rela! 1630 J. Taytor (Water P.) Peace France Wks. 
ut, 114/z The Colours furdled vp, the Drum is mute. 1635 
Fox's Voy. N.-W. Pass,(Hakluyt Soc.) 496 We strooke all our 
sayles and furdeld them up. a@ 1682 Sir T. Browne Tracts 
(2684) 34 Which being a drie and ligneous Plant .. though 
crumpled and furdled up, yet, if infused in Water, will 
swell and display its parts. 

Hence Fu'rdled ///. a., | Fu'rdling vé/. sd. 

1658 Sir T, Browne Gard. Cyrus iii. 128 To urge the 
thwart enclosure and furdling of flowers, and blossomes 
before explication. 

Furder, obs. form of FURTHER. 


+ Fure, v. Ods. Sc. [f. *fure, Sc. form of Fore 
a journey. ] 
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1. trans. To bear, carry. 

c1470 Henry Wadlace 11. 222 With flour and wyne als 
mekill as thai mycht fur. 1487 Sc. Acts Yas. JJ (1814) 
II. 3178/2 That na gudis be furit be pe master apoun his 
ouerloft. ¢1560 A. Scorr Poems (S.T.S.) xvi. 1 How 
suld my febill body fure The dowble dolour I indure? 
1609 Skene Reg. Maj. 141 Na gudes sould be fured vpon 
the over-loft of the shippes. 

2. To lead, conduct. Also adso/. 

1536 BELLENDEN Cvov. Scot. (1821) I. Proheme p. vi, So 
far as laboure and his wisdome furis. 1637 Monro Exfed. 
1. 45 To his Master the Kings Majesty or Generall, that 
fuers or leades the warre. 

Hence Furing w0/. sb., freight. 

1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. 11. 246 For birth and wecht hir 
furing wes so hie, With thame ilkane scho sank into the se. 

Fure, obs. form of Frrr. 

+ Furel. Ods. [Possibly a mistake of some 
kind: cf. ForcHE.] ?A gallows. 

1587 Harrison Leland 1. xix. (1877) 1. 310 It is not 
lawfull for anie subject .. to.. set vp furels, tumbrell, thew 
or pillorie..within his owne soile without his [the king’s] 
warrant and grant. 

Furel, obs. var. ForEt, sheath. 

Furen, var. FrRENn a., Ods., fiery. 


Furfur (fo-1f01). Path. Pl. furfures. Also 7 
furfaire, 9 arch, furfair. [a. L. furfur bran.] 
Dandriff, scurf ; 47. particles of epidermis or scurf; 
also, a bran-like sediment in the urine. 

162t Burton Anat. Mel. 1. i. 1, iii. (1651) 7 Grievances, 
which. .are inward or outward .. belonging to the brain, as 
baldness, falling of haire, furfaire. Jézd. 1. i. Iv. iii. 231 
Leprosie, Ulcers, Itches, Furfures, Scabs, etc. 1754 Dict. 
Arts §& Sc. II. 1358 Those excrementitious particles which 
are evacuated with the urine, are also called furfures. 1798- 
1808 R. WILLAN Cztaneous Dis. in Cullen's Nosol. Method. 
App. (1820) 320 ote, Furfur (scruf), small exfoliations of 
the cuticle which oceur after slight inflammation of the skin. 
1835 Brownine Paracelsus iv. 117 My outward crust Of lies, 
which wrap as tetter, morphew, furfair, Wrap the sound flesh. 
1885 Syd. Soc, Lex., Fuxfur, a term applied, especially in 
France, to the layers of cuticle, like to bran, which are 
detached from the skin in such diseases as pityriasis. 

Furfuraceous (fou:fitir2!-{as),@. Also 7 evron. 
-acerous, 8 -acious. ([f. late L. furfurdace-us 
(f. fuerfur bran) +-0u8.] Resembling bran; scurfy, 
scaly ; in Got. covered with bran-like scales. 

1650 BuLWweR Axthropomet. 101 The furfuracerous ex- 
crements of the Temples. 1735 J. Moore Columbarium 26 
The upper Chap of the Bill is half cover’d .. with a naked, 
white, tuberous, furfuraceous Flesh, 1822-34 Good's Study 
Med. (ed. 4) I. 674 The urine is peculiarly distinguished by 
a natural furfuraceous separation. 1860 BrerKELey vit. 
fungol. 177 Stem somewhat flexuous, brittle, furfuraceous, 
then smooth. 1876 Clix. Soc. Trans. 1X. 45 The epidermis, 
on being scratched, was raised in furfuraceous scales. 

Furfuramide (fo-1fitramaid). Alsofurfuro‘l- 
amide. [f. Furrurn(ot + AmipE.] A white 
crystalline substance produced by the action of 
ammonia on furfurol. 

1845 Furfurolamide [see Furrurot]. 1864 Watts Dict, 
Chem, II. 747 Furfuramide [see FurFurine]- 

Furfuration (forfitird-fon). xare-°. [f. L. fur- 
Sur bran+-arion.] ‘The shedding of the skin in 
small branny particles’. (Syd. Soc. Lex.) 

1706 Puituips (ed. Kersey), Yuxfuration, the falling of 
Dandriff or Scurf from the Head, when it is comb’d. 1721 
in Bartey. 1854 in Mayne £24, Lex. 

Furfurine (fosftrin). [f. L. ferfur bran+ 
-INE.] (See quot. 1864.) 

1845 [see Furruror]. 1864 Watts Dict. Chem. II. 747 
Furfurine..an organic base, isomeric with furfuramide, and 
produced therefrom under the influence of caustic potash, or 
simply of heat. 

Furfurol (fosfitirgl). [f. L. furfur+-o1.] A 
volatile oil obtained by distilling bran with dilute 
sulphuric acid. 

1845 Fownes in Phil. Trans. CKXXV. 261 The following 
..will be the provisional nomenclature :—Oil produced by 
the action of sulphuric acid on bran, &c.. termed ‘ furfurol ’ 
.. Product of the action of ammonia on furfurol or ‘ furfuro- 
lamide’. . Vegeto-alkali, ‘ furfurine,’ produced by the dupli- 
cation of the elements of furfurolamide. 

+ Furfuro'se, a. Obs.-° [ad. L. furfuros-us, 
f. furfur bran.} Full of bran. 

1727 in Battey vol, II. 

Furfurous (fasfitires), a. [f. L. ferfur bran + 
-ous.] Resembling bran ; containing bran or bran- 
like particles; made of bran. 

1547 BoorpE Brev. Health \xxiii. 23 A furfurouse water or 
urine that is lyke as branne were in it. 1744 Mircue ct in 
Phil. Trans, XUIII. 144 Furfurous Desquammations. 1822 
Syp. Smita Wks, (1867) I. 359 Furfurous bread and the 
water of the pool constitute his food. 

Furgon (fo-1ggn). Also 6 furgone, 9 furgen, 
dial, FrueGan. [ad. F. fourgon poker.] +a. An 
oven-fork, a poker (0ds.). b. (See quot. 1881.) 

14.. Tundale’s Vis. 1059 The turmentowris com rennand 
With furgons and with tongis glowand. 1530 Patser. 223/2 
Furgone for an ovyn, wavldree. 1534 Eng. Ch. Furnit. 
(1866) er1, iij furgons of yron, 1881 Raymonp J/ining Gloss., 
furgen, a round rod used for sounding a bloomary fire. ! 

+ Fuwrial, a. Os. [a. OF. fuvial, ad. L. furial-is, 
f. furta Fury.] Furious, raging. 

€1386 Cuaucer Sgm.’s 7. 440 This furial pyne of helle. 
1640 J. Gower Ovid's Fest. 43 Meanwhile, the young 
Prince, furiall lust doth move. 

Furibund (fitieribynd), a. Also 5 furybound, 
6 Sc. furebund, 8-9 furibond. [ad. L. fuv7- 





~ Mars, furious and wood. 





FURIOUS. 


bund-us (f. furére to rage); the earlier forms 
through F. furibond.] Furious, raging, mad. 

1490 Caxton Eneydos xix. 72 As a persone furybounde 
and furyous. 1535 Stewart Cron. Scot. II. 610 All in ane 
mynd and will, Richt furebund. 160r B. Jonson Poetaste” 
v. iii. M 3 b,[Ina list of affected words] Oblatrant—Obcecate 
—Furibund—Fatuate. 1669 W. Simpson Hydrol. Chym. 78 
Enragements of that furibund animal the Matrix. 1755 
T. H. Croxer Ord. Fur. xiv. cxix, Brutal, superb, audacious, 
furibond. 1837 Cartyte Fy. Rev. I. tv. iv.(1872) 120 A waste 
energy as of Hercules not yet furibund. 1855 R. R. MappEeNn 
Life C’tess Blessington 11, 104 Strangely jocular in his furi- 
bond movements. 1880 Staxdard 16 Jan. 4 The furibund 
utterances of Ultramontane journalism. 

+Fwribundal, az. Ods. rare—. [f. as prec. + 
-AL.] = prec. 

1sg2 G. Harvey Pierce's Super. Wks. (Grosart) II. 17 
The furibundall Champion of Fame. 

Furicane, -cana, -cano: see HURRICANE. 

+ Furie, v. Ods.— [ad. OF. furrer, fourrer to 
forage.] z#ztr. To search. 

c1z90 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 377/26 To furie after a Carpenter. 

Furied (fitirid), a rare. [f. Fury + -ep2.] 
Having fury, furious. 

1878 P. W. Wyatr Hardrada 6 The fight Unbroken 
raged in its first furied might. 

+ Fwrifuff. Ods. rare—t. 

1689 T. Prunxer Char. Gd. Commander 14 Timon 
Misantropos (though churl enough) I think, was better than 
this Purifuff. 

Furify (fitorifai), v. vare. 
trans. Yo render furious. 

1872 Browninc /7/ime Ixxix, Some real man. .must thwart 
And furify and set a-fizz this counterpart O’ the pismire. 

Furio'sant, a. Her. [?f. Furrous a. +-anv.] 
(See quot.) 

1828-40 Berry Eucycl. Her. 1, Furiosant, is a term 
applicable to the bull. .and other animals, when depicted in 
a rage, or madness: it is also termed vangant. 

Furiosity (fiurijgsiti). [ad. late L. furdos¢- 
tat-em, £. furtosus FURIOUS: see -ITY.] 

1. The quality or state of being furious; fury ; 
an instance of this. Now vare. 

1g09 Barciay Shyp of Folys (1570) 69 His owne madnes 
and cruell furiositie. 31560 Rortanp Crt. Venus ut. 578 
We reid greit furiositie Of slauchter maid be Leui and 
Simeon. 1727 Batey vol. II, zsioszy, furiousness. 1894 
Puit, Ropinson in Monthly Packet Feb. 152 His furiosities 
do not count for much. 

2. Madness, esp. in Sc. Law (see quot. 1882). 
Brieve of furiosity: a BRIEVE directing an inquiry 
as to a person’s sanity. 

1432-50 tr. Higden (Rolls) IV. 37x After the dethe of 
whom, Claudius..as in furiosite, wolde say oftetymes, and 
inquire .. why Messalina his lady come not to table. 1475 
Se. Acts Fas. IIT (1814) I]. 112 Pat in tyme tocum pe said 
brefe be reformit and a clauss put barin to Inquere of be 
foly and furiosite. 1557-75 Diurn. Occurr. (Bannatyne) 
75 The quenis grace commandit him to pas to the castell 
of Edinburgh induring hir will, to appeis the furiositie 
foirsaid. 1707 in Athenvume 1 Feb. (1896) 143/z A person, 
because of her Furiosity, unfitt to be dealt with according 
to Discipline. 1752 J. Lournian (orm of Process (ed. 2) 
286 Services of heicay and Furiosity to pay as General 
Services. 1814 Scotr Wav. xii, As it is expressed in the 
breves of furiosity. 1868 Act 31 §& 32 Vict. c. 100 § tor 
The brieves of furiosity and idiotry hitherto in use are 
hereby abolished. 1882 W. Bell’s Dict. Law Scotd., 
Furiosity, or madness, by which the judgment is prevented 
from being applied to the ordinary purposes of life. 

|| Furioso (fzrzdso), a. and sd. [It.:—L. fri- 
dsus ; see FURIOUS a.] 

A. adj. (Music.) See quot. 1825. Also quasi-adv. 

1823 Crass Technol. Dict., Furioso (Mus.) or con furia, 
Italian, signifying furiously or with vehemence. 1825 
DanneLey Zucycl. Mus., Purioso denotes a quick move- 
ment, but principally that species of movement which re- 
quires a wildness of character in the execution. 

B. sb. A furious person. (Also furiosa fem.) 

Presumably suggested by the title of Ariosto’s Orlando 
Furioso. 

a1670 Hacker Adbp, Williams u. § 202 (1693) 218 A violent ~ 
Man, and a Furioso. 1710 Age of Wonders vi. in Wilkins 
Pol, Baill, (1860) 11. 69 The furiosas of the Church Come 
foremost like the wind. 1726 De For Hist. Devil u. viii. 
(1840) 290 He gave Oliver the protectorship, but would not 
let him call himself king, which stuck so close to that furioso, 
that the mortification spread into his soul. 1784 Lett. to 
Honoria & Marianne 1.74, I have heard one of these pitiful 
furioso’s raving to a most amiable woman. 

Furious (fitierias), za Also 4 furyus, 5-6 Se. 
-ius, 5 Sc. furiouss, -eous, 5-6 furyous, 6 furi- 
ouse. [a. OF. furiews (mod.F. furteux), ad. L. 

Suriosus, £. furia Fury.] 

1. Of a person, an animal, etc.: Full of fury or 
fierce passion; mad with anger, zeal, or the like; 
raging, frantic. Also of actions, attributes, utter- 
ances: Proceeding from or exhibiting fury ; fierce, 
raging, destructively or menacingly violent. 

1374 Cuaucer Compl. Mars 143 Now wol I speke of 
c1430 Lypc. Alin. Poems 157 
Whan he [the lioun] is moost furious in his myhte, 
Ther comyth a quarteyn. 1535 CovERDALE Ps. vii. 6 Lift 
vp thyself ouer the furious indignacion of myne enemies. 
1582 N. Licnerietp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xxxvi. 
87a, Heerevppon, they began in a furious outrage, running 
out of their dores like madde men. 1611 Biste £2e%. v. 15 
When I shall execute iudgments in thee in anger and in 
furie, and in furious rebukes, 1641 in Hearne Codlect. 15 
Aug. (1706) (O. H. S.) I. 285 Y° furiousest Presbyterians. 
1648 Mitton Zetvach. To Parlt., Wks. (1847) 175/2 The 
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[f. Fury + -(1)FyY.] 


FURIOUSLY. 


furious incitements which have been us’d. 1697 DryDEN 
Vire. Georg. 11. 419 The furious Mare, Barr'd from the 
Male, is frantick wk Despair. 1752 Hume Ess. & Treat. 
(1777) I, 62 Parties of religion are more furious. a@ 1853 
Rosertson Lect. ii, (1858) 58 Furious against every one 
whose words make them tremble at their own insecurity. 
1855 Mottey Dutch Rep. i. iii. (1866) 112 The King, already 
enraged, was furious at the presentation of this petition. 
1863 F. A. Kemspie Resid. Georgia 14, I cannot help being 
astonished at the furious and ungoverned execration. 

b. transf. Of the elements: Moving with or as 
if moved by fury, violent, raging. 

1585 T. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 11. vii. 80 If the 
water be too furious and deepe. 1611 SuHaxs. Cymzd. 1v. ii. 
259 Feare no more..the furious Winters rages. 1700S. L. 
tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 126 It got a head after so furious 
a manner, that it set fire on the Ship itself. 1774 PENNANT 
Tour Scotl, in 1772, 119 From the top is a view of the 
furious Stream. 1799 CowrEerR Castaway iv, The furious 
blast. 1853 Kane Grinnell Exp. xxiv. (1856) 196 Blowing 
a furious gale. ’ 

+e. OF pains, diseases, evil influences: Raging, 
cruel. Ods. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Frankl, T. 373 In langour and in torment 
furyus. 1430-40 Lypc. Bochas 1. viil. (1544) 14 Folke 
were there blent with furious darkenes, c1470 HENRY 
Wallace 11. 211 Infureous payne. 1597 GERARDE //erbal i. 
li. 270 Furious agues. 1627 Asp. Aspor Warr. in Rushw. 
Hist. Coll. (1659) 1. 434 Some furious infirmities of Body. 

d. Fast and furious: (of mirth) eager, uproar- 
ious, noisy. 

1790 [see Fun 3]. 1820 Scorr /vanhoe xviii, Fast and 
furious grew the mirth of the parties. 

2. Hyperbolically (after Fr. use): 
extravagant. varé, 

1668 Drypen Evening’s Love 111. i, What a furious indi- 
gence of ribbons is here upon my head! /éid. v. i, I will 
do my best to disingage my Heart from this furious Tender 
which I have for him. 1822-56 De Quincey Covfess, (1862) 
7 Without a suspicion of his own furious romancing. 

3. Mad, insane. Ods. exc. in Scots Law. 

1475 Sc. Acts Fas. IIT (1814) 11. 112 The Inquest fyndis 
pat he was ouder fule or furiouss. 1564 Child Marriages, 
etc. (1897) 135 She, beinge seruaunt with the testatrix, did 
neuer knowe that euer she was Lunatike or furiouse. 1597 
Hooker £ccl, Pol. v. \xiv. § 4 Neither furious persons nor 
children may receive any ciuill stipulation. 1609 SKENE 
Reg. Maj., Stat. Robt. I, 33 Fvrious men sould be taken, 
and keiped be their friends. 1642 View Print. Book int. 
Observat. 10 Except the King be Captive, furious, or in 
his infancy. 1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 66 Idiots 
..and furious persons cannot marry. 


+4. Foolish, absurd. Ods. 

1526 Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W. 1531) 253b, In theyr moost 
furyous & false opinyon they iudged hym a dissembler 
and an ypocryte. 1608-11 Hatt Medit. § Vows 1. § 62, 
I have ever found, that to strive with my superiour is 
furious, with my equall doubtfull. : 

5. Comb., as furious-curious, -faced adjs.; furious- 
wise adv. 

1598 SytvestEerR Du Bartas i. i. iv, Handie-Craftes 630 
Dauncing, foaming, rowling furious-wise. 1614 — Little 
Bartas 407 The furious-curious Spell Of those Black-Artists. 
1636 RuTHERForD Le?é, (1862) I. 174 To go through a furious 
faced death to life eternal ! 

Furiously (fite'rissli), adv. [f. prec. + -Ly 2.] 

1. With fury, ina mad or frantic manner, to an 
irrational degree, madly. 

1555 Epen Decades 2 They furiousely cryed out againste 
him. ¢ 1610 Women Saints (EK. E. T. S.) 46 The king raging 
at these wordes and full of concupiscence, furiouslie sayd 
vnto her [etc.]. 161z Brste ze. xxiii. 25 They shall deale 
furiously with thee, 1751 Warpurton Fzdian (ed. 2) 1. Vv. 
gg An inference so furiously sceptical, as would overturn 
the whole Body of civil history. 1849 Macautay fist. 
Eng. 1. 362 His scheme was .. furiously attacked. 1873 
Brack Pr. Thule (1874) 18 To see how furiously jealous 
you would become. 1890 Sfectator 11 Oct. Furiously 
interested classes. 

2. With impetuous or boisterous motion or agita- 
tion ; swiftly, violently, vehemently. 

@1577 GascoicNe Daz Barthol., Reporters Concl. xix, 


Excessive, 


So staies the streame, when furiouslie it flouth. 1611 
Biste 2 Kings ix. 20 Iehu .. driueth furiously. 1686 tr. 
Chardin’s Trav. 391 The water ..is furiously hot. 1700 


S.L. tr. Fryke’s Voy. E. Ind. 72 The Piece recoiled so 
furiously. 1758 Reip tr. Macguer’s Chym. 1. 279 The 
Phosphorus took fire, burnt furiously, and burst the vessels. 
1797 Mrs. Ravcurre /taliax xvi, Perceiving his master 
beset, he came furiously to his aid. 1840 Dickens Barn. 
Rudge vi, Before the words had passed my lips, he rode 
upon me pesinont fi 1860 Maury Phys. Geog. vi. § 312 Here 
..the sea-breeze blows furiously. 1877 Lapy Brassey Voy. 
Sunbeamt xv. (1878) 269 Where the molten lava dashed up 
furiously against the rocks. ; 

3. Excessively, ‘awfully’. Cf. F. furieusement. 

1842-56 Dre Quincey Covfess. (1862) 35 The lady of 1752 
if living in 1800 must be furiously wrinkled. 

Furiousness (fitie'riasnés). [f. as prec. + 
-NESS.] The quality or state of being furious; 
madness, fury. 

c1g00 Melusine xlvi. 321 Makyng.. by her furyousnes 
suche horryble crye & noyse that it semed al thayer to be 
replete with thundre & tempeste. 1535 CoverpaLe Ps. 
Ixxvii[i]. 49 He sent vpon them y? furiousnesse of his wrath. 
1628 WITHER Brit. Remenzb. 11. 1125 Unlesse God had, in 
mercy, curb’d their furiousnesse. 1746-7 Hervey Medit. 
(1818) 180 Instead of discharging the furiousness of his wrath 
upon this guilty head. 1840 in SMarv; and in later Dicts. 
Fuwrison. Oés. exc, Her. [a. MDu. vuur- 
izen (Kilian vierijzer), f. vuur Fine sb. + ij2en, 
izer, IRON. (Perh. FLEERISH is a corruption of 
this.)] (See quot. 1889.) 
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1536 BELLENDEN Cvrov. Scot. (1821) I. p. lvii, He that was 
found in the army but flint and furisine, or but his swerd. 
1889 ELvin Dict. Her., Furisons, the steel used for striking 


fire from a flint. 
Furl (foil), sb. [f. next vb.] 


1. A roll, coil, or curl of any furled body. 

1643 WITHER Campo Musz 17 [Who] Hath taken downe, 
one furle of his proud sailes. 1746-7 Hervey Jedit, (1818) 
180 Ye vernal Clouds, furls of finer air, folds of softer 
moisture, 

2. The action of furling or state of being furled, 
the manner in which a sail is furled. 

1836 E. Howarp SM Reefer xxxii, That part of the sail .. 
was wanted to be rolled in with the furl. 1840 R. H. DANA 
Bef. Mast xxiii. 70 Every sailor knows that a vessel is 
judged of, a good deal, by the furl of her sails. 

Furl (foil), v. [prob., as Prof. Skeat suggests, 
an alteration of FURDLE v. 

This cannot, however, be considered certain, as furdle 
may have been due to a mixture of ful and fardle. Cf. 
the synonymous F. /erler (by Littré regarded as adopted 
from Eng.), also early mod.F. /resler (cited s.v. FRILL).J 

1. trans. ‘To roll up and bind (a sail) neatly 
upon its respective yard or boom’ (Adm. Smyth) ; 
to roll or gather up (a flag) into small compass. 
Also with up. To furl in a body, the bunt (see 
vol. sb. 1). 

1556 W. Towrson in Hakluyt Voy. (1589) 113 Offering vs, 
if wee woulde, to furle his Flagges, and to be at our com- 
maundement in all things. 1626 Six 7. Drake revived in 
Arb. Garner V. 500 A ship..which..had not yet furled her 
sprit-sail. 1647 Warp Sif. Cobler 33 By furling up all 
the Ensignes. 1712 W. Rocrers Voy. 24 A Sailor going up 
to furl the Main-Top-Gallant Sail, fell. 31720 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 5917/3 They furled their Colours and began to fly. 
1748 Anson's Voy. i. ii. (ed. 4) 413 We were full five hours 
in furling our sails. 1775 Tender Father Il. 142 The method 
of furling up a pair of colours, 31842 Tennyson Locksley 
Hail 127 Vill. .the battle-flags were furl’d In the Parliament 
of man. 1876 SaunpErs Lion in Path vii, The fisherman 
furls his sail. 

b. transf, and fig. 

@1657 LovEtace Poents (1864) 232 All the hopes of your 
reward you furl. 1659 D. Pett Jpr. Sea 318 When pro- 
vidence has been pleased to furle up the foggy curtains 
of the Heavens. 1713 Guardian No. 11 ? 8 She ona sud- 
den..furl’d her fan. 1742 Lond. §& Country Brew. 1. (ed. 4) 
65 This Paper must be furled or twisted round the Bung. 
180x Soutury Thalaéa 111, v, Moath furl’d the tent. 1816 
Scorr Old Mort. xi, I hope my sister-in-law is well—furl uw) 
the bed-curtain. 1847 ALB. Smitu Chr. Tadpole viii. (1879 
84 The umbrella was directly furled. 1861 Lyrron & Fane 
Tannhiuser 15 But, furl’d beneath that florid surface, 
lurk’d A vice of nature, breeding death, not life. 1863 Fr. 
A, Kemse Resid. Georgia 69 The eagle..furled his great 
wings. 

+ 2. To twist or curl (hair). In quot. absol. Cf. 
FRILL v. Obs. 

1606 SyLvEstER Dz Bartas u. iv. u. Magnif. 742 One.. 
Combs out at length her goodly golden locks..Th’other.. 
Frizzles and Furls in Curls and Rings a-part. 

+b. Of a lion: To ruffle (its mane). Ods. 

1682 Tate Ads. & Achit. u. 837 [The lion] Disdaining 
furls his mane and tears the ground. 

+3. To make undulations on (a surface); to 
furrow, wrinkle. Oés. 

168r CHETHAM Angler's Vade-m. x. § 1 (1689) 98 Cloudy 
and windy day that furls the Water. 1742 SHENSTONE 
Schoolmistr. 261 He..furls his wrinkly front, and cries, 
‘What stuff is here!’ a@1763 — Odes, etc. (1765) 206 Nor 
bite your lip, nor furl your brow. 

4.. To swathe or envelope zz or wth something 
twisted or folded. Now vave. 

171z STEELE Sfect. No. 53 ® 8 A Purple Canopy furled 
with curious Wreaths of Drapery. 1806 A. Duncan Wedson’s 
Funeral 2g His staff tipped with silver,and furled with sarsnet. 
ax1850 Rossetti Dante & Circ. 1. (1874) 184 When its flesh 
is furl’d Within a shroud. 

5. intr. To become furled: to be rolled or 
gathered up in a spiral or twisted form; to curl wp. 

1676 Lond. Gaz. No. 1130/4 Her Foresail and Foretopsail 
furling aloft. 1686 Goap Celest. Bodies 1. ii. 2 It [a fog] 
sometimes casts it self into Threds or Ropes, and by the 
warmth of the Sun furls up into Gossamere. 1816 Byron 
Siege Cor. xi, The banners drooped along their staves And 
as they fell around them furling. 1821 — Fan ui. Ixxii, 
Her.. Turkish trousers furl’d Above the prettiest ankle in 
the world. 

b. (with from, off) To roll away (like passing 
clouds), Also (sonce-use) of the sky, ¢o furl 
asunder. 

1814 Prophetess 1. v, The Trojan ruins burning, and the 
skies Furling asunder, that the Gods may view Their 
dreadful warrants rig’rously fulfill’d. 1844 Lowett Poems, 
Forlorn viii, And years of misery and sin Furl off, and leave 
her heaven blue. — Caftive v, The dread, like mist in 
sunshine, Furled serenely from her mind. 1859 Miss Mutock 
Romant. T, 206 The clouds furled off from the sky. 

4] 6. Misused for zzzferl, 

1798 Pennant Hindoostan Il. 153 A lady..laid hold of 
an umbrella, and furling it full in the animal’s face, terrified 
it so that it instantly retired. 

Hence Furled f//. a. Also Fu'rler, one who 
furls: only in comb., as sazl-furler. 

a 1659 CLEVELAND May Day i, Why shroud Ye up your 
selves in the furl’d Sails of Night? c 1860 H. Stuart Sea- 
man's Catech, 45 The sailfurlers go below. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailor's Word-bk., Gasket, a cord..to secure furled sails to 
the yard. 


+FEurlength. Sc. Obs. [=furrow-length, 
q.v. under Furrow.] = FURLONG. 
a1400-50 Alexander 2898 3it hase pe flode, as I fynd 


FURLONG. 


a furelenth of brede. c14530 Golagros & Gaw. 1279 Ane 
furlenth before his folk, on feildis so faw. 

Furless (foulés), a. [f. Fur sd.1 + -uess.] 
Having no fur. 

1855 Geo. Exior ¥rn/. in Life (1884) 1. 301 Though he was 
wrapped in fur; and we, all fur-less as we were, pitied him. 
1882 Miss Wootson Anne 7 The degeneracy of the furless 
times. 

Furlet, -ot, obs. forms of Frrior. 

Furling (faslin), vd/. sd. [f. Furn v. + -1nG 1.] 

1. The action of the vb. Furling in a body, in 
the bunt (see quot. 1867). 

1836 E. Howarp XR. Reefer xxxii, That they might prac- 
tise furling. 1865 Masson Rec. Brit. Philos. iv. 345 The 
instinctive furling off..of a conceived external world of 
possibilities from a conscious and persisting personality. 
1867 SmytH Sailor's Word-bk., Furling in a body, a method 
of rolling up a topsail..by gathering all the loose part of 
the sail into the top, about the heel of the topmast, whereby 
the yard appears much thinner and lighter than when the 
sail is furled in the usual manner, which is sometimes 
termed, for distinction sake, furling in the dzz. ; 

2. Comb., as furling-system ; furling-line, a line 
or cord used in furling sails. 

1626 Cart. Smitu Accid. Vung. Sea-men 15 The .. gassits 
or furling lines. 1627 — Seaman's Gram. vy. 22 Furling 
lines are small lines made fast to the top saile, top gallant 
saile, and the missen yards armes. 1860 Merc. Marine 
Mag, VII. 114 Captain Finlay intended to confine his 
furling system..to schooners. 1867 Smytu Sailor's Wora- 
bk., Furling-line, a generally flat cord called a gasket. 


Furlong (folgn). Forms: 1 furlang, -ung, 
2 -eng, 3-5 fur(e)lang(e, 4 ferlong, fourlonge, 
4-5 for(e)lang(e, 4-6 -long(e, 4-5 fur(e)longe, 
4- furlong. //. 4-5 for-, furlong. [OEF. fwur- 
lang str. neut., f. furk, Furrow + dang, Lone a.] 

1. Originally, the length of the furrow in the 
common field, which was theoretically regarded as 
a square containing ten acres. Asa lineal measure, 
the furlong therefore varied according to the extent 
assigned at various times and places to the AcrE, 
but was usually understood to be equal to 40 poles 
(rods, perches). As early as the gth c. it was 
regarded as the equivalent of the Roman stadium, 
which was } of a Roman mile; and hence furlong 
has always been used as a name for the eighth part 
of an English mile, whether this coincided with 
the agricultural measure so called or not. The 
present statute furlong is 220 yards, and is equal 
both to the eighth part of a statute mile, and to the 
side of a square of Io statute acres. 

a. as a measure in current use. (Early examples 


are wanting. ) 

c1330 Arth. § Merl. 6693 .V. forlong he dede hem recoile. 
1377 Lancet. P. Pl. B. v. 5 Er I hadde faren a fourlonge 
feyntise me hente. 14.. Sir Benes 752 (MS. M.) Ther was 
no hors in the world so stronge That myght ffolowe hym 
a fur.longe. a@1z400-s0 Alexander 3856 A foure furelange 
or fyue it was of full brede. 1470-85 Matory Arthur 1x. 
xi, Thenne he..departed his waye a furlonge. 1559 W. 
CunninGuam Coswogr. Glasse_56 There is also diversitie 
what a Furlong should conteine in length. 1627 Capt. 
SmitH Seaman’s Gram. x. 48 Fifteene furlongs, that is, 
a mile and % parts. 1653 WALTON Angler v. 128 For 
Gesner observes, the Otter smels a fish forty furlong off 
him in the water. 1703 MAuNDRELL Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 
15 About two furlongs out of Town. 1753 Cuambers Cyc/. 
Supp. s.v., In Scotland the furlong is equal to forty falls. 
1789 G. WuitEe Selborne xvi. (1853) 68 This noise may be 
heard a furlong or more. 1814 Scorr Ld. of [sles v1. xxix, 
The fresh and desperate onset bore The foes three furlongs 
back. 1847 Emerson Poems, Monadunoc, His day’s ride is 
a furlong space. 

b. Antig. as a rendering of L. stadium or Gr. 
orad.ov. 

cgoo tr. Beda’s fist. 1. xxv. (1890) 56 Se is breora fur- 
lunga brad. cx1000 Ags. Gosf. Luke xxiv. 13 Syxtiz fur- 
langa fram hierusalem. 13.. &. Z£. Adlit. P. A. 1030 
Twelue [thousand] forlonge space. 1382 Wyciir Lake 
xxiv. 13 A castel, that was fro Jerusalem in space of sixty 
furlongis, 1550 Bate Jimage Both Ch. um. xxi. Hhiij, A 
furlonge is the eyght parte of a myle and contayneth 
a hundreth and xxv. paces, which is in length vi. hundreth 
and xxv. fote. 1625-35 N. Carpenter Geog. Ded. 1. viii. 
(ed. 2) 195 A Furlong contains according to Herodotus 600 
feet. 1760 Fawkes Hero & Leander 23 note, The narrowest 
Part of the Channel is about seven Stadia, or Furlongs. 

+e. Furlong way: a short distance, hence the 
time taken in walking this, a brief space. Ods. 

c 1384 Cuaucer 1, Fame m1. 974 Or hyt a forionge way 
was olde. ¢1386 — Miller's T. 451 They sitten stille wel 
a furlong way. c14s0 Two Cookery-bks. u. 91 Penne take 
hem downe. -and lete stonde a forlonge wey or ij. 1470-85 
Matory Arthur v. v, I had leuer..that I hadde ben a for- 
longe way to fore hym. 

+2. Used (on the analogy of 1b) to render L. 
stadium in the sense of ‘ the course for foot-races’. 


(Chiefly fig.) Obs. : 

The course for runners at Olympia was a stadium in 
length ; hence the use of oréScor, stadiumz in this sense. 

¢ 1374 CHAucER Boeth, tv. pr. iii. 23 (Camb. MS.) Yif a 
man rennep in the stadie or in the forlong for the corone. 
¢1380 Wycur Serm. Sel. Wks. II. 258 Pei pat rennen in pe 
ferlong for be pris. 1450-1530 Myrr. our Ladye 328 After 
the forlonge of thys presente lyfe. 1526 Pilger. Perf. (1531) 
62 b, For every relygyous persone sholde renne in the fore- 
longe of perfeccyon. 

8. An area of land a ‘ furlong’ each way, con 


taining ten acres. 


FURLOUGH. 


1819 Rees CycZ.s.v., The furlong as a superficial measure, is 

generally ro acres, according to the acre of different counties. 
+b. The eighth part of an acre. Ods.—° 

Perh. only a blunder of Minsheu. 

1617 Minsueu Ductor, Furlong ..is otherwise the eight 
part of an acre. 1656-8x in BLount Glossogr. 

4, The headland ofa common field. Ods. exc. dial. 

2854 Charter of epee of Wessex in Cod. Dipl. V. 
rrr Of twelf zkeran ut ford bufon scortan hlince zt Szs 
furlanges ende. 1649 BiirHE Eng. Improv. Impr.(1652) 10 
One Furlong butting or Hadlanding upon other Furlongs. 
1877 NV. W. Linc. Gloss., Furlong, the road or boundary 
upon which the separate lots abut in an ‘open field’ or 
piece of unenclosed ground divided into several occupations. 

5. An indefinite division of an unenclosed field. 

1z.. Mewminster Cartul. (1878) 122 Usque ad Gauelok 
furlang. 1377 Lanct. P. Pé. B. v. 424, I can fynde ina felde 
orin a fourlonge an hare. 1438 Nottingham Rec. I. 170 
Quinta acra jacet super eundem furlong. [But is this 47] 123 
Firzuers. Surv. 38b, At a furlong called Dale furlong y® 
whiche furlong conteyneth .xxx, landes and two heed 
landes. 1637 Harrison in Sheffield Gloss., A piece of land 
enclosed lying in furlongs. @1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia, 
Furlong, a division of an uninclosed cornfield. 1839 
STONEHOUSE A hole 302 Two selions of land containing 
one acre, lying in a furlong called Foxholes. 1854 Miss 
Baker Worthanpt. Gloss., Furlong, an indefinite number 
of lands or leys, running parallel to each other. 

6. =Lanp. (See quot. 1893.) Obs. exc. dial. 

1660 SHarrock Vegetables 97 The land must be cast into 
furlongs, that the furrows may convey the water one to 
another into a general trench, 1893 Wiltsh. Gloss., Furlong 
..the strip of newly-ploughed land lying between two main 
furrows, 

7. ‘The line of direction of plowed lands’ 
(Marshall). 


1787 W. Marsuatt Nor/olk I. (1795) 131 Endeavouring to 
lay their ‘furlongs’ north-and-south, that the sun may have 
an equal influence on either side the narrow ridges. 


Furlough (fo-1lox), 55. Forms: 7 vorloffe, 
fore-loofe, forloff, furloff, -ogh, 7, 9 furlo, 8 
furloe, foreloff, 7-9 furlow, 7- furlough. f[a. 
Du. verlof, app. formed in imitation of Ger. ver- 
laub, f. ver- For- pref.t+root Jaub-: see BELIEVE 
v., LEAVE sb. Cf. Da. forlov, Sw. forlof. The 
Eng. word, having from the beginning been stressed 
on the first syll., seems to show influence of the syn- 
onymous Du. oorlof, = Ger. wrlaub (OHG., MHG. 


urloup), abstract noun corresp. to the OTeut. vb. . 


“izlaubijan, -laubjan to give leave, allow (Goth. 
uslauljan, OHG. irloubdn, mod.G. erlauben, OE. 
aliefan): see A- pref and LEAVE sb.] 

1. Leave of absence, esp. a permit or licence 
given to a soldier (or more rarely, an official) 
to be absent from duty for a stated time. 

1625 B. Jonson Staple of N. v.i, The deed..is a thing of 
greater consequence, Then to be borne about in a blacke 
boxe, Like a Low-Countrey vorloffe, or Welsh-briefe. 
1637 R. Monro E-xfed. 1. 34 The Lievetenant Colonell 
taking a fore-loofe, did go unto Holland. 1649 G. DanreL 
Trinarch., Hen. V, clxxxii, They'd feigned Furloghs, of 
Sloth, or Feare, 1707 Farquuar Recruiting Officer 1. i, 
Enter him a grenadier.,absent on furlow. 1749 JZS. Desf. 
14 Nov., Bd. of Trade, S. Carolina T, 68 In Charles- 
town living on the license of your Excellency’s third 
foreloff. A Ann. Reg. 198/t Maclauchlan..was sent off 
upon a furlow for three months. 1804 WELLINGTON in 
Gurw. Desf. III. 41 Officers not on furlough..are to join 
their corps without delay, 1835 Marryat Jac. Faithf 
xxxvi, My uncle James came home on furlough, for he held 
a very high and. lucrative situation under the Company. 
1893 Forses-MitcuHELt Remin. Gt. Mutiny 71 Over fifty 
men..were found to have furloughs, or leave-certificates. . 
in their pockets. 

attrib, 1845 StocqueLer Handbk. Brit. India (1854) 51 
The salaries are large. .the furlough allowance and retiring 
annuity handsome and all-sufficient. 1876 Voyle’s Milit, 
Dict. (ed. 3) s.v. Furlough, The furlough pay is as follows. 

Jig. 1816-7 CoLtertpcE Lay Ser. 378 One of those short 
furloughs from the service of the body, which the soul may 
sometimes obtain even in this, its militant state, 
b. extended to general use. 

1763 Cowrer Let. 9 Aug. Wks. (1876) 5 My destination is 
settled at last, and I have obtained a furlough. 1793 Map. 
D’Arsiay Lett. 22 Feb., You..could not refuse to her 
request the week’s furlough. 1843 Lerevre Life Trav. 
Phys. 1. 1. vii. 158, 1..demanded a furlough of a fortnight, 
to enable me to see my friends in England. 1848 KincsLey 
Saint's Trag.1.i, Would but her saintship leave her gold 
behind, We’d give herself her furlough. 

+ 2. A passport; a licence, or permit. 

@1659 CLEVELAND Ws. (1687) 7 The greatest Honours 
on the aged hurl’d Are but gay Furlows for another World. 
1826 Scorr Woodst. ii, Or what else will your uncle 
Everard do for us? Get us a furlough to beg? 

Furlough (fo-1lox), v. Chiefly U.S. [f. prec.] 

1. trans. Yo grant (a person) a furlough; to give 
leave of absence to. 

1783 N. Greene in Sparks Corr. Amer. Rev. (1853) 1V. 
38 The Northern Army does not choose to be furloughed. 
1799 G. WasHiNnGTON LeZt. Writ. 1893 XIV. 208 The prac- 
tice of furloughing officers, and then renewing the furloughs 
from time to time. 1867 Emerson May-Day § Other 
Pieces Wks. (Bohn) III. 423 Amid the hue and cry Of 
scholars furloughed from their tasks. 1869 Loweti Cathe- 
drai 236 With outward senses furloughed. 

2. zntr. To spend a furlough. 

1892 Black §& White Christm.No. 31/2 The unsteady white 
gaiters of two Grenadiers furloughing in the village. 

Furloughed (fo-slovd), Zp/. a. [f. Furnoven 
sb. or ¥. + -ED.]| Having a furlough or leave of 


absence ; hence, unoccupied, inactive. 
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r81r W. R. Spencer Poems 5 Ten thousand furlow’d 
Heroes. 1848 LowrLtt Biglow P. Poems 1890 II. 23 She 
..Patted the furloughed ferule on her palm. 1864 Daily 
Tel. 26 Nov., All furloughed officers and men have been 


ordered to return immediately. 
+Furmage. Obs. rave. [a. OF. fourmage 


(mod.F., fromage):—popular L. *formaticum, f. 
Jorma mould, ForM.}] Cheese. 

14.. Henryson Z7wo Myss 124 Bannatyne MS. vu. 
(2881) 963 Furmag full fyne scho brocht in steid of geill. 

Furme, obs. form of Form, 

Furmente, -ty, furmety, -ity: see Fru- 
MENTY. 

Furnace (fo-més), sd. Forms: 3 furneise, 
4-5 f(o)urneys(e, fo(u)rnays(e, fournas, for- 
nayce, fornes, (5 fornas, furnasee), 4-6 for- 
neys(e, f(o)urneis, furnes(s, (5 furnoys, 6 fur- 
neyse, fournes), 6-7 fornace, (6 fournace, 
furnise), 6- furnace. [a. OF. fornazs, masc. 
(=Pr. fornatz, fornaz, It. fornace), also fornaise 
(mod.F. fournazse, =Sp. hornaza), repr. L. fornac- 
em, fornax, fem., f. forn-us, furn-us, oven.] 

1. An apparatus consisting essentially of a chamber 
to contain combustibles for the purpose of subject- 
ing minerals, metals, etc. to the continuous action 


of intense heat. 

In modern use it chiefly denotes a building of masonry 
lined with firebrick, used for metallurgical operations, the 
baking of pottery, or the like; but it is also applied to 
smaller apparatus (usually constructed of iron) used in 
chemistry, assaying, etc. 

a 1225 Juliana 32 As bu..te breo children .. biwistest un- 
weommet from pe ferliche fur of be furneise. a 1340 Ham- 
POLE Psalter xvi. 4 Pe fournas bat purges metall, 1382 
WycutrF Jatt. vi. 30 The heye of the feeld, that to day is, 
and to morwe is sente in to the fourneyse. 1413 Pilgr. 
Sow/e (Caxton 1483) 11. vii. 55 With fyre pykes they cast 
them in the forneis. 1535 CoveRDALE Prov. xvii. 3 Like as 
syluer is tried in the fire and golde in the fornace. 1 
Puaer Regym. Lyfe (1553) Liij b, Baken or dryed as clay 
is in the fourneis. 1600 Suaxs. 4. Y. Z. 1. vii. 148 The 
Louer, Sighing like Furnace. 1664 Everyn Kal. Hort. 
(1729) 229 A plain single Furnace, (such as Chymists use in 
their Laboratories for common Operations). 1725 Dr For 
Voy. round World (1840) 272 Running like liquid metal out 
of a furnace. 1837 WuitTock, etc. Bk. Trades (1842) 130 
The furnaces, retorts and other apparatus are too numerous 
to be described. 1872 Extacomse Ch. Bells Devon i. 11 
On the signal being given, the furnaces were tapped, and 
the metal flowed. 

b. tvansf. The fire of a volcano; the volcano 


itself. 

1660 F. Brooke tr. Le Blanc’s Trav. 376 One of the 
most conspicuous furnaces of the Indies..for the hill. .hath 
five mouths..for casting out fire. 31796 H. Hunter tr. 
St Pierre's Stud. Nat. (1799) 1. 344 Volcanos must have 
emitted their fiery currents more frequently in the earlier 
ages, when..the Ocean, loaded with it’s vegetable spoils, 
supplied more abundant matter to their furnaces. 1804 
C. B. Brown tr. Voluey’s View Soil U. S. 99 The existence 
of this furnace agrees with all the traces of earthquakes 
hitherto mentioned. 

c. fig., esp. used to express any severe test or 
trial. Also, a place of excessive heat; a ‘hot- 
bed’. 

1340 Ayenb. 131 Pise wordle pet ne is bote..a fornays 
anhet mid uer of zenne and of zorje. 1382 Wycitr Dezz. 
iv. 20 The Lord took 3ow, and ladde 30w oute fro the yren 
forneys of Egipte. 1497 Br. Atcock Mons Perfect. C iij, 
He lyved here in purgatory and in the fornays of tempta- 
cyon. 1600 Fairrax Zasso xy. 1, He..open set Of his 
broad gaping iawes the fornace wide. 1611 Biste J/sa. 
xlviii. to, I haue chosen thee in the fornace of affliction. 
1727-46 THOMSON Szsz2er 962 Breathed hot From all the 
boundless furnace of the sky. . A suffocating wind the pilgrim 
smites With instant death. 1844 KincLaKe Zéthen xxiv. 320 
Nablous is the very furnace of Mahometan bigotry. 


+2. Applied to an oven or chamber for pro- 
ducing a moderate continuous heat ; in quots. an 


incubating chamber. Odés. 

¢1400 Maunprv. (1839) v. 49 There is a comoun Hows in 
that Cytee, that is alle ffulle of smale Furneys; and thidre 
bryngen Wommen of the Toun here Eyren of Hennes, of 
Gees and of Dokes, for to ben put in to tho Furneyses. 
1585 ‘T’. Wasuincton tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 1. viii. 7b, Fur- 
naces, made in maner like unto..stoves of Germanie in the 
whiche with a small heate they do..hatch their egges. 
1616 [see FuRNER 1]. 

3. A closed fireplace for heating a building by 
means of hot-air or hot-water pipes; also, ‘the 


fireplace of a marine boiler’ (Adm. Smyth). 

1691 Evetyn Diary 28 Dec., Saw the effect of my green- 
house furnace. 188r Fawkes Horticult. Build. 218 Stoke- 
holes, furnaces, and boilers, should always be protected by 
an enclosed shed from rain and wind. : 

4. A boiler, cauldron, crucible. Ods. exc. dial. 


(See quots. 1884 and 1886.) 

c1290 S. Eng. Leg. 1. 295/61 A forneis he let maken of 
bras: and fullen it ful of led. 13.. &. £. Adllit. P. B. 1011 
As a fornes ful of flot bat vpon fyr boyles. cx1q00 Lav- 
Sranc’s Cirurg. 171 Pe heete of be lyvere makib pe stomac 
to sebe as fier makip a furneis to sebe. 1494 Nottinghane 
Rec. III. 30 Unum fornes de plumbo. 1540 Yatton 
Churchw. Acc. (Som. Rec. Soc.) 154 To sawyng y® quyrbys 
to y® Furnes of Chyrche howse vj", @166r FUuLLer 
Worthies (x840) III. 486 Seethe all these [herbs] (being 
well washed) in a furnace of fair water. 1884 Upton on 
Severn Gloss., Furnace, a large boiler set in brickwork, for 
brewing, making soup, &c. 1886 W. Somerset Gloss., Gal- 
vanized iron Furnace, 27 gals...11s.9@. ‘ 

5. attrib. and Comb., as furnace atr-pipe, -chink, 











_ furnage. 





FURNAGE. 


-cohe, -feeder, -filler, -fire, -firer,-glow, -heat, -house, 
-smoke ; furnace-burning, -like adjs.; furnace-ward 
ady. Also furnace-bar = /five-dar (see Fire B.5); 
furnace-bridge (see quot.); furnace cadmia 
or cadmium (see quot.) ; furnace-drift, }-earth 
(see quots.) ; furnaceman, one who tends a fur- 
nace; furnace-pumice J/efal/., ‘a slag often 
produced in smelting pisolitic iron ores, having the 
cellular appearance of pumice-stone’ (Cassell) ; 


furnace-tube (see quot.). 

1664 Evetyn Kad. Hort. (1729) 231 The *Furnace Air- 
pipes. .are placed to pass through the Fire and Brick-work. 
1888 Lockwood's Dict. Mech, Engin.,* Furnace Bars. 1874 
Knicut Dict. Mech. 1. 926/2 *Furnace-Bridge, a barrier of 
fire-bricks or of iron plates containing water thrown across 
the furnace at the extreme end of the fire-bars, to prevent 
the fuel being carried into the flues, and to quicken the 
draft by contracting the area. 1593 SHaxs. 3 Hen, V/, 
u1. i, 80 All my bodies moysture Scarse serues to quench my 
*Furnace-burning hart. 1881 Raymonp J/ixing Gloss., 
*Furnace cadmium or caduita, the oxide of zinc which 
accumulates in the chimneys of furnaces smelting zinci- 
ferous ores. @1849 Mancan Poems (1859) 35 That the 
flame, with subtle flood, Through the *furnace-chink may 
fly. 1889 Daily News 16 Dec. 2/7 This week *furnace coke 
has been selling at 22s. 6d. to 23s. per ton at the ovens. 
1892 Northumbld. Gloss., *Furnace-drift,a passage leading 
into an ‘upcast’ pit provided with a furnace for the pur- 
pose of ventilating the mine. 1612 Sturtevant Metallica 
(2854) 114 *Furnace-earths .. where-withall you build up 
your Furnaces. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *Furnace- 
Jeeder, a stoker or fireman; one who supplies fuel to the 
furnace. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss., */urnace Fillers, 
men who remain at the top of the furnace and empty therein 
the loaded barrows sent up from the bottom. c1645 
Howe tt Le#?. I. xxix. 41 If this small *furnace-fire hath 
vertue to convert such a small lump of Dark Dust and 
Sand into such a precious clear Body as Crystal. 1889 
Daily News 4 Dec. 5/6 A *furnace firer..stated that [etc.]. 
1863-65 J. THomson Sunday at Hampstead vi, The East 
resumes its *furnace-glow. 1849 E. E. Napier Zxczrs. S. 
Africa Il. 407 Alternate *furnace heat and chilly damp- 
ness, 1882 Ourpa Jz Maremma 1. 62 A *furnace-house to 
make the salt that was raked upon the beach. 1577 B. GoocE 
feresbach’s Husb, 11. (1586) 77 b, The Furrow must be made 
*Furnase like, straight aboue, and broade in the bottome. 
1825 Heser Narrative (1828) III. 33 Such a furnace-like 
climate. 1883 GresLry Gloss. Coal Mining, *Furnaceman. 
1884 B’ham Daily Post 23 Feb. 3/5 Wanted two little Mill 
Furnacemen. 1797 College 20 Like *furnace-smoke in 
volumes rolling down. 1888 Lockwwooa’s Dict. Mech. Engin., 
*Furnace-tube, the tube within which the fuel is enclosed 
in an internally fired boiler. c1420 Padlad.on Husb. 1. 1087 
First floore hit ij feet thicke enclynynge softe The *fourneis 


ward, 
Furnace (fo més), v. [f. prec. sb.] 


1. a. ¢vans. To exhale like a furnace. b. 


To issue as from a furnace. 

1598 CHApMAN Achilles Shield Ep: Ded. Aivb, That 
raging vicer, which..Furnaceth the vniuersall sighes and 
complaintes of this transposed world. 1607 SHaxs. Cor. 
1. vi. 66 He furnaces The thicke sighes from him. 1624 
Quartes Div. Poems, Sion’s Sonit. xx, Represse those 
flames, that furnace from thine eye. 

2. trans. To subject to the heat of a furnace. 

1612 [see the vbl. sb.]. 1842 T. Granam Chezz. v. 474 It 
has been proposed, instead of furnacing the sulphate of soda, 
to decompose it by caustic barytes. 1876 Catal. Sci. App. 
S. Kens, No. 2726 This mixture is furnaced during a period 
of 5# hours. 

Jig. 1790 J. WituiAms Shrove Tuesday (1794) 33 The 
faithful must be damn’d before they die, And, like th’ 
asbestos, furnac’d to be white. 1848 LoweLt fable for 
Critics Poet. Wks. 1890 III. 50 Every word that he speaks 
has been fierily furnaced In the blast of a life that has 
struggled in earnest. 

3. To make a furnace in. 

1833 [see CHIMNEY 7]. ; 

Hence Fu'rnaced //. a., in quot. fig.; Fu'r- 
nacing v/, sb., also attrzd. Also Fu‘rnacer. 

1612 SturTEVANT Metallica (1854) 58 All kinde of ouens, 
lamps, stoues, kilnes, hearths, all which we generally com- 
prehend vnder the name of Furnacing. Jézd.59 Furnacing 
may be briefly touched as being a necessarie instrument in 
most Inuentions. 1853 Ure Dict. Arts II. 680 The dex- 
terous management of this transposition characterizes a 
good soda-furnacer, 1862 H. C. Kenpary Fainting by Way 5 
Poems 20 Furnaced waste lands. . like to stony billows rolled. 
1869 — Glen of Arrawatta 167 In soft Australian nights ; 
And through the furnaced noons. 1880 J. Lomas Alkali 
Trade 4 The manufacturer should be..able..to..perform 
the furnacing operation himself. 

Fu'rnage. 0Ods. exc. Hist. Forms: 4-8 for- 
nage, (6 firnage), 5- furnage. [a. OF. fornage 
(F. fournage), f. OF. forn (F. four) :—L. furn-us 
oven.] a. The process of baking; the price paid 
for baking. b. Feudal Law. (See quot. 1753; the 
interpretation is justified by the med.Lat. quots. in 


Du Cange s.v. Furnagium.) 

1468 in Stow’s Surv. Lond. (ed. Strype 1754) II. 443/1 The 
Rakes shall be allowed .. two Lofis for Fornage. @1470 
Tretorr Cesar v. (1530) 7 They shulde have no corne to 
1572 in Nichols Progr. Q. £liz. Il. 48 Wood for 
firnage of breed by the yere, 1601 F. Tate Hozseh. Ord. 
Edw, IT, § 43 (1876) 26 This serjant shal take for fornage 
of pain de main for the kinges mouth. 1676-1732 in Cotrs. 
1753 CuAmBers Cycl, Supp., Mornage, the fee taken by a 
lord from his tenants, bound to bake in the lord’s oven, or 
for a permission to use their own. 1875 Swssex Gloss., 
Furnage, a sum formerly paid by the tenants of the Lord 
of the manor for right to bake in his oven. 1882 A. W. 
ALEXANDER Preston Guilds 6 A burgess may make an oven 
upon his grounds, and bake for his furnage for one horse 
load of flour or meal, one halfpenny. 


intr. 


FURNER. 


attrib, 185r TurNER Dom. Archit. 11. ili. 112 A seigno- 
rial oven in which all the tenants were obliged to bake 
their bread and pay furnage dues. 

Furner (fa mo1). Ods. exc. dial. Also 5-6 
furnour, 7 furnar. [late ME. furnour, ad. OF. 

Sornier :—late L. furnarius, £. furn-us oven.]} 

1. One who has charge of an oven ; a baker. 

a1483 Liber Niger in Househ. Ord. (1790) 79 One yoman 
furnour also in this office [the Bakehouse] making the 
weyght of brede. 1555 W7l/ of T. Clayton (Somerset Ho.), 
To Christofer Strongman my furnour xxs. 1612 STURTEVANT 
Metallica (1854) 117 Glasse windowes..so that thereby the 
Furnar may continually see and behold his Rawe-matters 
.. and how his fire and Furnace worketh upon them. 1616 
Trav. Eng. Pilgr. in Harl. Misc. 1. 338 The country 
people bring their eggs..to this place, where there is an 
oven, or furnace, parpoeely kept temperately warm; and 
the furner, or master thereof standeth ready at a little door, 
to receive the eggs. 1736 Lewis Hist. Isle Tenet (ed. 2) 36 
Furner,a baker. 1887 Kent Gloss., Furner, a baker. 

2. (See quots.) 

1598 Fiorio, Brsctere, a furner or a maulkin. 1847-78 
HALuiweELt, Yurner, a malkin for an oven. Livc. 

+ Furney, v. Ods. In 4furneye. [ad. OF. 
Surni-r ; see next.] trans. To procure. 

13.. Coer de L. 5517 Furneye a tree, styff and strong. 

+FEurniment. OJs. Also 6 f(o)urnyment, 
(furnament). [ad. OF. fourniment, f. fournir to 
FuRNISH.] a. The state or condition of being fur- 
nished. b. A/. Accoutrements, decorations, fittings. 

1553 BRENDE Q. Curtius 1.14 Neither the men nor the 
horse .. glistered .. with golde nor precyous furnymentes. 
1561 T. Hosy tr. Castiglione’s Covrtyer (1577) Sija, I wyll 
not haue the Courtier bereaued from hys due honoure and 
the fournymentes whiche you youre selfe promised hym 
yesternyght. 1596 Spenser /. Q. Iv. iii. 38 They spyde 
with speedie whirling pace One in a charet of straunge 
furniment. 

Furnish (faimif), sd. [f. next vb] ta. A 
furnishing or providing; concr. a provision or 
stock of anything (ods.). +b. The state of being 
furnished or fitted (ods.). , collog. A setting off 
or embellishing. 

1500 Will of Treffry (Somerset Ho.), A Furnyssh of bras, 
1604 Danie Funeral Poem Earl Devonsh., Vhat furnish 
perfect held. 1613-21 — Hist, Eng. 169 He sends him a 
whole Furnish of all Vessels for his Chamber of cleane gold. 
1617 Greene's Groat’s W. Wit A 3, To lend the world 
a furnish of witte, she lays her owne to pawne. 1633 
J. Done Hist. Septuagint 115 Very liberall .. chiefly to 
have in regard the Furnish for these grave and reverent 
Persons. /éid. 179 Furniture for the whole furnish of a 
chamber. 1896 Daily News 7 Mar. 6/3 The chin. .is often 
the better for the ‘furnish’ of the strings. 

Furnish (foinif), v. Forms: 5-6 fourn-, 
furnis(s)he, -ys(s)he, (6 fornyssh, furnesshe, 
-ice), 6-7, 9 Sc. furneis, -ess, -ich, -ise, -yse. 
[a. OF. furniss- lengthened stem of furnir, also 

Jornir, fournir (¥. fournir)=Pr., Sp., Pg. fornir, 
It. fornive, app. a Com, Rom. alteration of an 
earlier *formzre, *fromire (Pr. formir, furmir, 
fromir), ad. WGer. *frummjan (OS. frummian, 
OHG. frummen, MUG. vriimen) to further, pro- 
mote, accomplish, supply, f. */rum- (as in OHG., 
OS. fruma fem., profit, advantage) ablaut-var. of 
*fram- forward; see FRom.] 

+1. ¢vans. To accomplish, complete, fulfil. Also 
with ¢hat¢ and obj. clause: To bring about, ensure. 

©1477 Caxton Fason 87, I shall not departe me but that 
I shal furnisshe myn auowe, c1489 — Blanchardyn ix. 
(1890) 39 The knyght..shewed hym the waye that he muste 
holde for to furnysshe his entrepryse. dd. xxxiv. 126 For 
to see and furnysshe that this were doon. 1494 FABYAN 
Chron. \xxxiv. 62 To furnysshe or perfourme the Story of 
Vortiger. c1goo Melusine xx. 111 Behighte no thing but 
that ye may fournysshe & hold it. a@1533 Lp. BeRNErs 
Huon \xxxi. 245, 1 sawe that I hadde furnysshed your 
message. 1551 Ropinson tr. (More's Utop. 1. (1895) 212 
Amanmaye see.. furnished. .those thinges whiche husbande- 
men doo commenly in other countreys. 

+2. To fill, occupy, garrison (a place, etc.). 
Const. of, with, also simply. Ods. 

c1500 Three Kings’ Sons (EK. E. T.S.) 33 The houses were 
all fornyssht with folkes. 1523 Lp. Berners /7oiss. I. 
XXXViii, 52 The cyte was strong, and well furnysshed of nen 
awarr. 1526 Housch. Ord. 153 There shall be a boord.. 
furnished with lords spirituall and temporal. 1533 CRANMER 
in Furniy. Ballads fr. MSS. 1. 384 Four rich charettes, 
one of them empty, & three other furnished with diversancient 
old ladies. 1596 Datrympte tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. x. 278 
The Gouernour commandes to furnice the castell of Ed". be 
al meines. 1692 Ray Dissol. World Pref. (1732) 11 A 
World already filled & furnished. 

+b. To fill, occupy (a position) ; also with out. 

1576 FLeminG Panofl. Epist. 257 There is a place voide 
and to be furnished. 1583 Gotpinc Calvin on Deut. xviii. 
108 ‘That they haue neede to be instructed or els that they 
cannot furnish out the place to performe their dutie. 

+3. To supply, provide for (needs, occasions, 
expenses). Ods. 

1496 in Ld. Treas. Acc. Scotl. (1877) 1. 304 Item..giffin.. 
to furnys Margret Drummondis costis in Linlithquho. 1555 
L. Saunpers in Coverdale Lett, M/art. (1564) 191 My need 
concerning bodely necessaryes is ..furnyshed by Gods 

rovision, 1666 Marvett Corr. lii. Wks. 1872-5 II. 192 

he House is much in earnest to furnish his Majestye’s 
present occasions. ‘ 

4. To provide or supply with (something neces- 
sary, useful, or desirable, either material or im- 


material). + Also const. 2 (cf. FIND v. 19), of. 
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1529 WoLseEy in Four C. Eng. Lett. 10 Of evry thyng 
mete for houssold vnprovydyd and furnyshyd. a@1533 Lo. 
Berners //xox xlvi. 154 Whan the shyppe was fournyshyd 
with vytaylles, than he put therin his horses. 1550 CROWLEY 
Way to Wealth 326 Let your wiues .. furnishe them selues 
with al pointes of honest housewifery. 1553 BRENDE Q. 
Curtius x, 5 To furnish them of iron, hemp and sails. 1596 
Datrympce tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. v. 301 Scotland had 
furnist Jngland in all necessaries to the Weiris. 1610 SHAKs. 
Ventp. i. ii. 147 Come, sweare to that: kisse the Booke: I will 
furnish it anon with new Contents. 1625 Purcuas Pilgrims 
II, 1x. xv. § 9. 1600 Parmezan, of which the Bailo of Venice 
doth alwayes furnish them. 1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 11. 
(1677) 38 Ending at May, at which time the Trees begin to 
be furnished with Leaves. 1700 WaLtis in Codlect. (O. H. S.) 
1.319 A man may be furnished with genteel accomplishment. 
1754 Erskine Princ. Sc. Law (1809) 18 An inhabitant..who 
has furnished one .. in meat, clothes, or other merchandise. 
1772 Mackenzie Man World u. iv. (1823) 470 There was too 
much innocence in the breast of Lucy, to suffer it to be 
furnished with disguise. 1849 Macautay Hist. Eng. I. 
638 The officers .. had orders to furnish him with whatever 
military aid he might require. 18753 JowEtr Plato (ed. 2) 
V. 192 He [Plato] has furnished us with the instruments of 
thought. , : 

+b. zxtr. for vefl. To provide oneself with 


(something). Ods. 

1631 Natu. Warp Let. in Simp. Cobler (1843) 93, I expect 
measure hard enough and must furnish apace with propor- 
tionable armour. . 

e, (Chiefly in fass.) To provide (an instrument, 
organ, etc.) wth (some appendage subsidiary to 
its function). 

1799 G. Smitu Laboratory I. 15 Rockets may be both 
within and without furnished with crackers, 1816 J. SmirH 
Panorama Sc. & Art I. 352 Each of the bladders should 
be furnished with a stopcock. 1830 R. Knox Béclard’s 
Anat. 19 Bones .. which .. are furnished with a great mass 
of muscles. 1886 A. WincHeLt Walks & Talks Geol. Field 
252 The..tail of this bird..is furnished with proper quills. 

+ 5. stmply. To supply with what is necessary. 

1596 SHAKs, Merch. V. u1.iv.9 "Tis now but foure of clock, 
we haue two houres To furnish vs. 1611 Biste Ps. lxxviii. 
19 Can God furnish a table in the wildernes? 1633 J. Done 
Hist. Septuagint 76 It is succoured and furnished by the 
neerenesse of the Port of Ascalon [etc.]. 1668 CuLPEPPER 
& Coir Barthol. Anat. Man. 1. iii. 318 The outer [branch] 
-.furnishes the Cheeks and Muscles of the Face. 1688 
R. Home Avmoury ut, 185/1 The Abbots Table must be 
furnished for Strangers. 1743 Lond. §& Country Brew. u. 
(ed. 2) 93 The English .. thinking themselves compleatly 
furnished by Barley and Oat-Malt-Liquors, have supinely 
neglected the Improvement of the best of all others, 

+b. To decorate, embellish. Ods. 

1599 Suaxs. Much Ado i. i. 103 Ile shew thee some 
attires, and haue thy counsell, Which is the best to furnish 
me tomorrow. 1690 Hatirax Efist. Earl Dorset 185 The 
wounded Arm wou’d furnish all their Rooms, And bleed for 
ever Scarlet in the Looms. 

ce. in Hop-growing. (See quot.) 

1848 Frvl. R. Agric. Soc. UX. 11. 555 It is not..necessary 
for the hop-tiers to wait until there are three bines for every 
pole long enough to tie, that is, for the hills to furnish, as 
they term it,. When every pole is furnished with three bines 
pull the remainder out of the hills. Zd7d. 556, I have known 
bine that has been kept back .. by cold weather .. so as not 
to furnish the poles before the middle of June. 


+ 6. esp. To prepare for work or active service ; 
to equip (a person), caparison, harness (a horse), 


fit up (a weapon, etc.), fit out (a ship). Ods. 

1548 Privy Council Acts (1890) II. 197 Hand-goones 
furnesshed, cc. 1577 Hanmer Axc. Eccl. Hist. v.ix. (1619) 
494 Chosroes, being now furnished to battell. 3159: SHAkS. 
1 Hen. VI, 1v.i. 39 He then, that is not furnish’d in this 
sort, Doth but vsurpe the Sacred name of Knight. 1596 
Datrymp_e tr. Leslie's Hist. Scot. 1x. 242 How sune the 
schip was now furniched, sayle thay lous. 1598 BArReT 
Theor. Warres u.i. 18 He shall not suffer any souldier to 
come thither without his Armes fully furnished. 1607 
TorsELy Four-f. Beasts (1658) 244 Bucephalus, . being sadled 
and furnished..could endure none but Alexander. 1657 
R. Licon Barbadoes (1673) 22 Far better..to purchase 
a Plantation there ready furnish’d. 1684 Bunyan P2/e7. u. 
34 There is sufficient to furnish them against all attempts 
whatsoever. 1703 MAuNDRELL Yourn. Ferus. (1732) 127 
Six led Horses, all of excellent shape, and nobly furnish’d. 
1725 Deror Voy. round World (1840) 2 Every sailor is able 
to do it if his merchants are but qualified to furnish him for 
so long a voyage. 

7. To fit up (an apartment, a house) with all 
requisite appliances, including a supply of movable 
‘furniture’ (see FURNITURE 7), which in mod. use 
is the predominant notion. 

[1611 Biste Luke xxii. 12 He shall shew you a large vpper 
roume furnished. (Strictly to sense 5.)] 16530 Evetyn Mem. 
(1857) I. 270 A stately chamber furnished to have entertained 
a prince. 1762 H. WacpoLe Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. 1. i. 2 
The apartments are lofty and enormous and they knew not 
how to furnishthem, 1838 THiRLWALL Greece V. xli. 159 He 
had taken more pains to furnish his house, than his mind. 
1874 MickxLtetuwaite Mod. Par. Churches 342 A church 
may be furnished, as well as built, by degrees. 

absol. 1837 Hoox in Lif I. 407 My lady is very busy 
a-furnishing, 


8. To provide, contribute, afford, supply, yield. 

The general currency of this sense appears to date from 
the 18th c., and is perh. due to mod. Fr. influence. The Sc. 
instances (16-17th c.) quoted below may belong to 6. 

(1563 Win3er Wks. (1890) 11. 6, I may nocht furnise to this 
excellent werk euery kind of necessar waippin. 1640-1 
Kirkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. Bk. (1855) 142 The Committie 
finding that Johne Wilsone, runaway, in Crocemichael, is 
unable to goe upon service..ordaines the said paroche of 
Crocemichael to furneis ane uther in his place.] 1754 SHER- 
Lock Disc. (1759) I. iii. 110 Philosophy has furnished 
Difficulties on every Side. 1759 Gotpsm. Bee No.5 Un- 








FURNISHED. 


Sort. Merit ® 9 The host..refused to furnish him a dinner 
without previous payment. 1790 Burke /’». Rev. Wks. V. 
78 The idea of inheritance furnishes a sure principle of 
conservation. 1809 Med. Frnl. XXI. 390 The exhalents .. 
furnish a fluid similar in use to the secretion of the lachrymal 
gland, 1849 Ruskin Sev. Lamps iv. § 29. 119 The pinnacles 
furnish the third term to the spire and tower. 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) 1. 453 The proof which you desire has been 
already furnished. 1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. I. iii. 25 
note, Rhode Island..has furnished the most abundant 
analogies to the Greek republics of antiquity. 

9. dial. =BurnisHv.2 Hence in Stable slang, 
of a horse: To fill out, gain in strength and 


‘condition’. (Cf. FURNISHED 2 b.) 

1862 H. Kincstey Ravenshoe 11. x. 103 The horse had fur- 
nished so since then. 1883 Standard 19 May 3/3 Being a big 
horse he is not quite furnished yet. Zod. (Suffolk) ‘She is 
tall for age, and thin; now, it is to be hoped, she will begin 
to furnish’, 

10. With adverbs. 

a. Furnish forth. Used by Shaks. with the 
sense =5, 6 above; echoed by later writers (by 
Scott in the more recent sense 8). 

1597 Suaxs. 2 Hen. IV, 1. ii. 251 Will your Lordship lend 
mee a thousand pound, to furnish me forth? 1602 — 
Ham. 1. ii. 181 The Funeral Bake-meats Did coldly furnish 
forth the Marriage Tables. 1810 Scorr Lady of L. 1. xxii, 
Our broad nets have swept the mere, To furnish forth your 
evening cheer. 1825 Cospetr Kur. Rides 188, I got myself 
well furnished forth as a defence against the rain. — 

b. Furnish out. (@) To supply what is lack- 
ing in; to complete. (6) To supply adequate 
materials or provision for. (c) To send out with 
proper equipment or training. Now rare. 

1577 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. wv. (1586) 184 b, When 
--you are to furnish out the number, you must [etc.]. 1581 
Mutcaster Positions ii. (1887) 5 To furnish out all know- 
ledge in the cunning, and all iudgement in the wise. 1607 
Suaxs. Timon ut iv. 116 There’s not so much left to 
furnish out a moderate Table. 1639 Futter Holy War v. 
v. (1647) 236 They..improved their interest with all their 
benefactours, to furnish out a fleet. 1662 H. More Philos. 
Writ. Pref. Gen, (1712) 22 Whose great example. .furnished 
out many undaunted Champions of the Christian Faith. 
17oz Appison Dial. Medals i. 16 How many Heroes would 
Moor-fields have furnished out in days of old. 1750 JoHNSON 
Rambler No.1? 15 He may yet have enough to furnish out 
an essay. 1847 L. Hunr Men, Women, & B. I. xiv. 268 
Modern customs. .often leave to the imagination the task of 
furnishing out the proper quantity of beauty. . 

+e. Furnish up. (a) To supply the necessary 
material for, make up, bring into a complete form. 
(4) To fit up with proper equipment. Oéds. 

1573 G. Harvey Letier-bk. (Camden) 9 Here was stuf gud 
plente to furnish up a trim tragedi. 1593 Apr. BANcRoFr 
Danung. Posit. ut. xiii. 115 Before a Nationall Synode be 
celebrated, let it be called three monethes afore, that they 
may prepare and furnish vp those thinges, that belong vnto it. 
1606 G. W[oopcockE] tr. Hist. Justine 26 a, With al dilli- 
gence..he furnished vp his Nauy to the sea. 1785 CRABBE 
Newspaper 221 As many rows, as furnish up a sheet. 


Furnishable (fa mifab’l), a. [f. Furnisu z. 
+-ABLE.] Capable of being furnished. 


1831 CarLYLEe Sart. Res. (1858) 121 Hast thou not a Brain 
..furnishable with some glimmerings of Light? 


Furnished (fo-mift), 497. a. [f. Furnisn 2. 
+-ED1,] In senses of the vb. 

+1. Possessed of one’s faculties physical and 
mental. Ods. 

1473 Writ 10 Nov., Patent Roll 13 Edw. IV, 1. m. 3 Oure 
deerest sone..whom it hath pleased God to yeve unto us 
hool and fornissed in nature. ae 

2. Generally preceded by a qualifying adverb, 
and often only with the force of the pass. pple. 

+a. Provided or stocked with (something, 
material or immaterial), Ods. 

1570 Satir. Poems Reform. xxii. 34 A wylie wicht..With 
warldly wit weill furnissit at will. 1670 D. Denton Descr. 
New York (1845) 5 These Rivers are very well furnished with 
Fish. 1674 Prayrorp Ski/Z Mus. 1. xi. 56 Our own Nation 
was never better furnished with able and skilful artists, 
1 Dampier Voy. I. viii. 231 It was plentifully furnished 
with groves of Green Trees. 1751 J. Sruarr in Leté. Lit. 
Men (Camden) 382 Gentlemen. .abundantly furnished with 
Literature. 1756 C. Lucas Zss. Waters 11. 237 The city is 
plentifully furnished with a very excellent coal. ‘ 

b. Covered with flesh, filled out. [=F. dex 


fournt.| 


@ 1533 Lv. Berners Arthur (1814) 258 He was byg, and 

mighty..with byg armes and longe, wel furnisshed. 

ec. Equipped ; formerly in material sense, + Ac- 
coutred, dressed, provided with necessaries; now 
only in immaterial sense, Informed, instructed, 
prepared. +Ofa tree: Clothed with foliage. 

1553 [. Witson Rhet. Epist. A ij, Some other not so well- 
furnished as your Lordeshypp is. 1566 Painter Pad. Pleas. 
(1569) 150b, The sight of his sonne richly furnished .. did 
more astonne him. 1576 FLeminc Panopd, Epist. 83 Readie 
furnished against all manner of misfortunes. 1585 T. 
Wasuincton tr. Vicholay's Voy. 1. i. 1b, Two Gallies of the 
best and best furnished that were within the haven of 
Marseillie. 1596 SHaxs. 1 Hen. IV, v. iii. 21 A gallant 
Knight he was .. Semblably furnish’d like the King him- 
selfe. 1596 Datrympce tr. Lesdie’s Hist. Scot. v. 263 The 
Scotis sal rais ane furnist armie, nochtwithstanding vpon 
the French expenses. 161x Biste 2 7%. iii. 17 That the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished vnto all 
good workes. 1647 tr. Zalvezzi’s Pourtract 47 The English- 
men were expected with so furnished a preparation, that 
[etc.]. 1712 J. James tr. Le Blond’s Gardening 148 This 
Shrub grows very well furnish’d. 1869 GouLBuRN Pxrs. 
Holiness Pref. 9 For the composition of which its writer is 


FURNISHER. 


by no means furnished. 1875 Hamerton /ntell. Life t. i. 
(1876) 4 A remarkably clear, and richly furnished intellect. 

d. Of a house or apartment: Stocked with fur- 
niture: e.g. in phr. fo let, furnished. 

1703 Lond, Gaz. No. 3905/4 The Three Colts Inn. .is to be 
let..furnished. 1734 Berxetry Let, to Prior 2 Apr. Wks. 
1871 IV. 220 We would .. have a furnished house to our- 
selves. 180x WinDHAM Speeches Parl, 4 Nav. (1812) IT. 45 
A ready-furnished lodging. 1846 McCutiocu Acc. Brit, 
Emipire (1854) I. 519 ‘Their cottages are, for the most part, 
comfortable and well furnished. 1848 Dickens Domdbey vii, 
At this other private house. apartments were let Furnished. 

e. Her. (See quot.) 

1828-40 Berry Excycl. Her. 1, Furnished isaterm used 
when a horse is borne bridled, saddled, and completely 
caparisoned ; in blazon he is then said to be furnished or 
completely furnished .. It is, likewise, applicable to .. the 
attire of a stag, furnished with six antlers, &c. 


Furnisher (fomifoz). [f. Furnisu v. +-2R 1,] 
One who furnishes, in senses of the vb.; sec. one 
who supplies furniture. b. Australian mining 
(see quot. 1869). 


161r Cotcr. Fournisseur, a furnisher. 1632 LirHcow 
Trav. v1. 269 Their victuals are brought dayly..each fur- 
nisher ringing the Bell, giveth warning to his friends, to 
come receive their necessars. 1694 Acc. Sev. Late Voy. 1. 
(711) 158 The Line-furnisher, or the Man that doth look 
after the Ropes. 1759 FouNTAINHALL Decis. I. 303 Some 
gave out the Duchess of Lauderdale as a..furnisher of him 
with money. 1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf Victoria 612 Fur- 
nisher, a capitalist who by erecting machinery for, or other- 
wise assisting a party of miners working a claim, becomes 
entitled to a share of the profits. 1881 Daily News 8 Nov. 
5/2 The furnishers of pantomime properties. 1 Westm. 
Gaz. 16 Aug. 3/1 Diversity is the aim of the modern furnisher. 


Furnishing (fo-mifin), 047. st. [f. Furnisu 

.+-ING 1] 

1. The action of the vb, FURNISH, in senses of 
the vb. ; an instance of this. Also gerundial with 


omission of 27. 

1496-7 Act 12 Hen. VII, c. 13 Preamble, The behouful 
chargis and expencis for the fornysshyng and contynuaunce 
of the same armyes, 1523 Lp. Berners Foss. I. cclxxxi. 
421 For y® furnysshyng of his vowe. 1668 Lond. Gaz. No. 
237/2 The Queen of Swadeland .. for whom a Palace is 
already furnishing. 1691 T. Hate Acc. New Invent. 35 
Rudder-Irons. .of this Company’s furnishing. 1851 CARLYLE 
Sterling 1. x. (1872) 61 Due furnishings began to be executed 
in it [a ship]. 
complete furnishing for war. 

rds 1887 Daily News 7 Feb. 2/5 General furnishing 
goods. 

b. concr, A sum of money furnished ; a supply. 

1833 Atison H7st. Europe (1849-50) II. Ixxvi. § 22. 432 
The war .. cost .. in subsidies or furnishings to foreign 
powers, ten millions four hundred thousand pounds. 


2. Decoration. 

1594 Carew Jasso (1881) 63 Those two who thus in one 
conioyned goe And parrell white, white haue their furnish- 
ing. 1882 Garden 3 June 394/3 The Fruiting Duckweed.. 
is now largely used in London for what is termed ‘ furnish- 
ing’. 1895 Daily News 8 Apr. 6/7 Hats provided for 
young girls have a floral furnishing. 


3. ~/. +a. Unimportant appendages; mere ex- 
ternals. b. Articles of furniture ; apparatus, etc. 


e. (See quot. 1892.) 

1605 SHAKS. Lear ul. i. 29 Something deeper, Whereof 
(perchance) these are but furnishings. 1858 CarLyLe Fredk. 
Gt. u. v. (1865) I. 76 Now a Penitentiary, with treadmill 
and the other furnishings. 1877 M.M. Grant S2n-Maid ii, 
The furnishings were small and dainty, 1885 Law Times 
LXXX. 113/1 All the furnishings of an hotel. 1891 Daily 
News 23 Jan. 5/5 Carpets from Fontainebleau, furnishings 
from Saint Cloud. 1892 Labour Commission Gloss., Fur- 
nishings, Scotch term, equivalent to the English term 
‘grindery’; that is, rivets, sprigs, &c., used by the men to 
fasten the bottoms of boots to the uppers; and also the 
materials used in the process of finishing. 

Furnishment (fo-mifmént). 
+-MENT. Cf. F. fournissement.] 

1. The action of furnishing or supplying; the 
state of being furnished or supplied. 

1563 Man JZusculus’ Commonpl. 43, They bestow a 
great deal upon the furnishment of images. 1592 DanieL 
Epist. Bp. Winchester Poems (1717) 426 Yet, Rev’rend 
Lord, vouchsafe me Leave to bring One Weapon more unto 
your Furnishment. @1627 Haywarp Four Y. Eliz. 
(Camden) 96 He sent Briguemant into England to deal 
with the Queen for some furnishment of men. 1631 WEEVER 
Anc. Funeral Mon, 12 A feast of magnificent furnishment. 
@ 1639 Wortonin Relig. Wotton. (1651) 317 The culture and 
furnishment of the mind. 1644 Vicars Yehovah-Fireh 68 
Cambridge Countie also petitioning the Parliament for 
furnishment of Armes. @ 1670 Be. Hacker Abp. Williams 
I, (1692) 176 Yet with all this furnishment, out of a custom 
which modesty had observed, Sir ‘thomas deprecated the 
burthen. 1895 Dazly News 11 Jan. 3/1 The grannies had 
no real cause for complaint of the furnishment of the 
tea table. 


2. #/. Supplies in general; munitions (of war), 


Now rare. 

1558-9 App. Parker Corr. (Parker Soc.) 58 And as for other 
furnishments I am too far behind. 1617 Danie. //ist. Eng. 
93 No other thing was thought or talked on, but onely 
preparations, and furnishments for this businesse. 1619 
tr. P, Mexia Treas. Anc. §& Mod. T, Il. ut. xxi. 345 The 
Castle..was munited with Artillery of all sorts, and other 
furnishments for warre, in great plenty, 1880 L. WaALLAcE 
Ben-Hur 346 Purveyor for the army..vastly rich; grown 
so as contractor of furnishments which he never furnishes, 


+ Furnitor. Obs. rare—, =FURNER I. 


1601 Househ. Ord. (1790) 294 The Yeoman furnitor hath 
for his fee all the burnt coales drawne out of the oven. 


[f. FuRNISH v. 


1861 M. Pattison Zss. (1889) I. 47 A 
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Furniture (fo-mititi1). Forms: 6 forniture, 
(furnature, furnitury), 6-7 furnyture, 6- fur- 
niture. [ad. F. fourniture (forneture, 13th c.), 
f. fourniy to Furnisu. Cf, Sp., It. fornttura. 
(Many of the applications, including the important 
sense 7, have been developed in Eng.)] 

+1. The action of furnishing: a. The action of 
fitting out or equipping, of accomplishing (a design), 
or of providing wth (supplies) ; occas. furniture 
forth. Obs. 

1529 Wotsey in Four C. Eng. Lett. 11 Appoyntyng such 
thyngs as shuld be convenient for my furniture. 1531 ELyor 
Gov. 1. xvi, Exercises, apt to the furniture of a gentilemannes 
personage, 1540 Act 32 Hex. VIII, c. 14 The said owners 
shalbe more charged for the furniture of their shippes .. 
with vitailes. 31550 in Strype Acc. Meme. (1721) I]. xxxiv. 
282 The King..granted 200 mark..toward the charge of 
the said Earls furniture. 1563 SHute Archit. Biijb, You 
must deuide all your seuerall places of offices appartayning 
to the furniture of your house. 1577-87 HoLinsHED Chron, 
III. 855/2 That he should be at so great charges for his 
furniture foorth at this time. 1881 LAMBARDE Ezvren. m1. iv. 
(1588) 172 For the more complete furniture of the Iustice of 
the Peacein thisseruice. 1596 SHaxs. 1 He, JV, 11. iii. 226 
There shalt thou know thy Charge, and there receiue 
Money and Order for their Furniture. 1611 Speep H/7st. 
Gt. Brit. 1x, xii. (1632) 711 Toward the furniture of his 
hostile designs hee had extraordinary Subsidy granted. 
1668-83 OwEN Lx. Heb, (1790) 1V. 33 The furniture of the 
Lord Christ..to the discharge of his work of mediation, 
was the peculiar act of the Father. 1699 BentLtey Phal. 
359 For a hundred years after the beginning of the 
Thurian Government, the Expense and Furniture of 
Tragedy was very moderate. 

+b. The action of decorating or embellishing ; 
a means of doing this. Hence concr. a decoration, 
an embellishment ; also collect. Obs. 

1548 Gest Pr. Masse 132 As they [the gospell and epystell] 
be inserted and placed in the pryvee masse to the 
furniture, worship, and commendation therof. 1549 Cover- 
DALE, etc. Erasmz. Par. Fas. 25 Nothing wanting. .that 
perteyneth to the perfite absolute furniture of the godlynes 
of the Gospell. b7d., x Cor. xi. 15 It is to a womanne a fur- 
niture to haue long heare. 1561 Hosy tr. CastigZione’s 
Covrtyer (1577) X6a, Laughters, gestures, and all the 
other pleasaunte furnitoures of beautye. 1601 R. JoHnson 
Kingd. § Commw. (1663) 138 They adorne themselves 
with plumes and feathers of eagles.. These and such like 
furnitures do cause them to be discerned of their fellowes. 
1613 Suaks. Hen, VIII, u. i. 99 See the Barge be ready ; 
And fit it with such furniture as suites The Greatnesse of 
his Person. 1633 G. Hersert Temple, Affliction ii, I looked 
on thy furniture so fine. @ 1677 Barrow Serm. Wks, 1716 
II. 2x That God..should erect this stately fabrick of heaven 
and earth decked with so rich and goodly furniture, 

+e. The action of supplying, affording, or yield- 
ing. Ods. 

1646 EvELYN Diary (1889) I. 227 Passing by the Euganean 
hills, celebrated for the furniture of rare simples, which we 
found growing about them. @ 1649 Drumm. or Hawrn. 
Fas. V, Wks. (1711) 93 They. .stop all furniture of food and 
victuals. 1690 E. Gee Fesuzt’s Mem. 141 The provision 
and furniture of Vestments. 

2. The condition of being equipped whether in 
body or mind; equipment in dress or armour; 
preparedness for action; mental cultivation, culture. 
Obs. exc. arch. ‘+ Furniture of (arts): the being 


equipped with or accomplished in. Cf. 5, 5b. 

1560 Daus tr. Sleidane’s Comm. 260b, They .. through 
their [cities’] force, & furniture, haue gotten the landes & 
possessions of others. 1571 GotpInG Calvin on Ps. ii. 4 
David hath reherced .. the furniture and powers .. of his 
enemies. 1594 Carew Huarte’s Exam. Wits (1616) 129 
The perfection of pleading required the notice and furniture 
of all the arts in the world. 1596 SHaks. Tam. Shr. iv. 
iii. 183 Neither art thou the worse For this poore furniture, 
and meane array. 1603 KNnotites Hist. Turks (1621) 662 
Souldiers. .differing. .in language, countenance, and manner 
of furniture. @1656 Hates Gold. Rem. (1688) 17 Great 
defect of inward Furniture and Worth. 1657 Evetyn Mem. 
(1857) III. 83 You will inform yourself of the. .furniture of 
the French on the Mediterranean Seas. 1748 J. Mason 
Elocut. 8 A Thing that hath been often attempted by Men 
of mean Furniture. 1846 Urwick Life Howe in H.'s Wks, 
p- ii, he Gospel had to grapple with antagonists of no 
common nerve, furniture and skill. 

+b. The condition of being occupied (by per- 
sons); complement of occupants. Oés, 

1526 Househ. Ord. (1790) 153 There shall be a boord.. 
furnished with lords spirituall and temporal .. being above 
the degree of a barron; and Jacking such furniture to supply 
and fulfill the same boord with barrons, 

+3. That with which one is provided; a pro- 
vision, stock, or supply of anything (whether ma- 
terial or immaterial) ; stores in general, provisions ; 
necessaries. Ods. 

1549 Somerset Let. to Hobdy in Strype Eccl. Mem. 11. 
App. FF, 106 Their victuals and other provisions, wherof 
they had gotten large furniture. 1570 BittincsLey Euclid 
m1. i. 62 Great increase and furniture of knowledge. 1577-87 
HotinsHep Scot. Chron. (1805) II. 210 He left .. his own 
treasurie not emptie, but abundantly stored with gold, 
silver and other furniture. 1632 Liracow Trav, v. 235 
Wee were particularly searched, to the effect wee carried 
in no Furniture of Armes, nor Powder with us. 1670 
Narsoroucu Frvl. in Acc. Sev. Late Voy, 1. (1711) 95 
Ships .. which come from Lima with Furniture for the 
People. 1683 Cave ZEcclesiastici, Chrysostom 528 Having 
thus ransack’d the Sacred Treasuries, and carried away 
a noble Furniture of Divine Learning. 1725 Watts Logic 
mt. iv. § 2 Enlarge your general acquaintance with things 
daily, in order to attain a rich furniture of topics. 1787 
Best Axzgling (ed. 2) 4 Fishes considered as a food, make 
a considerable addition to the furniture of the table. 








FURNITURE. 


b. That with which something is or may be 
stocked ; something to fill or occupy (a receptacle, 


etc.), contents. Now vare. 

1612 T, Taytor Comm. Titus i. 15 For first, whose are 
the heauens and earth, and the furniture of them? 1692 
Ray Dissol. World un. xi. (1732) 415 The Earth remaining 
without any Furniture or Inhabitants. 1788 Cowper Ze/. 
to Mrs. Hill 17 Mar., 1 am likely to be furnished soon with 
shelves. .but furniture for these shelves I shall not presently 
procure, unless by recovering my stray authors, 1828-31 
Miss Berry Soc. Life Eng. § Fr. 107 The modern furniture 
of a circulating library, 1851 D. JerroLp S¢. Giles xi. 109 
The furniture of his pocket, and his outside chattels in no 
way harmonising together. 

4. Means of equipment. 

+a. Apparel, dress, outfit, personal belongings. 

Also #/. in the same sense. Ods. 

1566 Painter Pad. Pleas. 1. 52 His wife sitteth vpon the 
ground, apparelled with those furnitures that he did weare. 
1605 VERSTEGAN Dec. [ntell. x. (1628) 322 The office of prouid- 
ing furniture for the armie. 1633 MassIncEeR Guardian ui. iv, 
How shall we know them?..if horsemen, by short boots, 
And riding furniture of several counties. 1672-3 MarveLL 
Reh. Transp. 1, 111 The king would find himself incom- 
moded with all that furniture upon his back. 1748 Smot- 
Lett Rod. Rand. (1760) I. viii. 44 My companion being 
charged with the furniture of us both, crammed into one 
knapsack. 

+b. Armour, accoutrements, weapons, munitions 
of war. Also, a suit of armour. Ods, 

1569 in Strype Anz. Ref I. lv. 603 They shall want 
furniture; your self shall have abundance. 1570-6 Lam- 
BARDE Peramb. Kent (1826) 301 Sallet, shield, sword, and.. 
many other partes of defensive and invasive furniture. 1582 
N. Licuerierp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. \xxviii. 
158b, The Boates went verye heauie laden with theyr 
furniture. 1601 R. Jounson Kingd. & Commw. (1603) 77 
It is thought that there is inough to arme 70,000, of which 
may be som x or 12,000 furnitures for horsemen. 1603 
Knoiies Hist, Turks (1621) 214 Caused..most part of his 
furniture to be convaied by the Caspian Sea. 1626 /#peachnc. 
Dk, Buckhm, (Camden) 63 Two warlike furnitures and their 
bandeliers, 1648 Bury Wills (Camden) 209 My horse and 
horse armor, pistolls, and the other furniture belonging 
thereto. 1678 Bunyan Pilger, 1. 62 They showed him all 
manner of furniture which their Lord had provided for 
Pilgrims. 

Jig. 1576 Freminc Panopl. Efpist. To Rdr., Sufficient 
furniture to arme..them against ignoraunce. 1581 J. BELL 
Haddon's Answ. Osor. 207 He armed hym with sufficient 
furniture agaynst sinne. 

c. The harness, housings, trappings, etc. of a 
horse or other draught animal; rarely in f/. a single 
article of this kind. Similarly, the hood, bells, etc. 


of a hawk. 

1553 Even Treat, Newe Ind. (Arb.) 15 Precious stones. . 
wherewith y® trappers, barbes and other furnitures of his 
horse are couered. 1577-87 HoLinsHED Chron. III. 1171/1 
He kept in his stable .. twentie great horsse .. and had in 
a readinesse furniture for them all to serue in the field. 
1601 Hottanp Pliny I, 127 They are able..to set out with 
furniture 300 Elephants. 1611 Biste Ger. xxxi. 34 Rachel 
had taken the images, and put them in the camels furniture. 
1674 N. Cox Gentl. Recreat. 11. (1677) 180 A Hawk newly 
taken ought to have all new Furniture. 1716 B. Cuurcu 
Hist. Philip's War (1865) I. 20 They provided him a Horse 
and Furniture. 1781 Gipson Dec/. § /, II. xxxv. 299 The 
saddles and rich furniture of the cavalry were collected. 1806 
A. Duncan Nelson’s Funeral 35 Six led horses, in elegant 
furniture. 1851 D. Witson Preh. Ann. (1863) II. 11. vi. 159 
Bridle-bits and other portions of horse furniture. 1862 
StTantey Few. Ch. (1877) I. iii. 53 The seats and furniture 
of the camels stowed within the covering of the tents. 

d. Hangings and ornamental drapery ; also, the 
coverlets and linen for a bed. 

1576 FreminG Panofpl. Epist. 245 His bed, and the ne- 
cessarie furniture thereunto belonging. 1683 Tryon Way 
to Health 586 Most People take care that their Furnitures 
are daily brushed and rubbed. 1705 STANHOPE Parafhr. 
I. 34 The way before him not covered with Tapestry or 
rich Furniture. 1728 Newton Chronol. Amended ii, 241 
Menes taught them to adorn their beds and tables with 
rich furniture. 1791 Mrs. Rapciirre Rom, Forest viii, 
She..perceived a broken bedstead, with some decayed rem- 
nants of furniture. 1855 Browninc “ra Liffo 64 Curtain 
and counterpane and coverlet, All the bed-furniture. 

5. Apparatus, appliances, or instruments for work. 
a. material; Implements, tools, utensils; rigging, 
stores, and tackle of a ship; military engines and 


defensive works. Now chiefly Vawt. 

1877 B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. 1. (1586) 11 Hesiodus 
would have a husbande have all his furniture redy. 1582 
N. Licuertetp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xxix. 73b, 
The tackling with the other furniture of the Shippes. .made 
such a terrible noyse. 1590 SPENSER MZuiopot. 56 Yong 
Clarion .. did cast abroad to fare; And theretoo gan his 
furnitures prepare. 1600 SuRFLET Countrie Farmze 1. xxiii. 
125 A cow is not of so great charge to maintaine and keepe 
..neither yet of her handling..neither yet in furniture. 
r60r R. Jonnson Kingd. § Commu. 30 Ladders, bridges, 
shot, powder, and other furnitures. 1602 SeGAR Hon. Mil. 
§ Civ, 173 A Fained fortresse, with Trenches, Baracadoes, 
and other furniture of defence was erected. 1652 N&EDHAM 
tr. Selden’s Mare Cl. 77 It was provided that Antiochus 
should surrender his long ships and their warlike furniture. 
1667 Mitton P. ZL. 1x. 34 Tilting Furniture, emblazon’d 
Shields, Impreses quaint, Caparasons and Steeds., 1680 
H, More AfZocal, Afoc. 125 Images or Idols, and such gross 
furniture of their worship. 1795 in Nicolas Disf. Nelson 
(1846) VII. p. xxvii, The yawl astern swamped, and was lost 
with all her furniture. 1800 Jed. Frn/. IV. 182 A very 
useful and commendable piece of furniture. 1867 SmyTH 
Sailors Word-bk., Furniture, the rigging, sails, spars, 
anchors, cables, boats, tackle, provisions, and every article 
with which a ship is fitted out, ; 

b. immaterial ; esg. Of intellectual faculties, or 


FURNITURE. 


aptitudes ; now only with mental or some equiva- 
lent defining expression. 

In the quots, the sense borders closely on 2. 

1561 T. Norton Calvin's Inst. u. 146 He now refuseth 
and abhorreth the sacrificing of beastes, and al that furniture 
of the Leuiticall Presthode, wherwith in the olde time he 
was delited. 1609 DEKKER Guls Horne-bk. vii. 32 That 
qualitie. .is the onely furniture to a Courtier thats but a new 
beginner, and is but in his ABC of Complement. 1677 
Gitrin Desmonol. (1867) 52 All the malice, power, cruelty, 
and diligence of which we have spoken. .are but his furniture 
and accomplishment which fit him for his subtle contrivances 
of delusion, 1788 Reip Aristotle's Log. ii. § 2. 26 Thus 
the whole furniture of the human mind is presented to us at 
one view. 1833 I. TayLtor Fanat. 1. 21 His faculty and 
furniture of mind would have been employed in defending 
himself. 1887 LowELt Dewzocr., etc. 52 Impressed with the 
statesmanlike furniture of his mind. 1894 Daily News 
5 Mar. 5/8 Lord Russell.. had a mental furniture fit for 
repose. 

6. Accessories, appendages. (Formerly also //. 
in the same sense.) Now only ¢echz. in specific 
applications; used, e.g., for the finger-plates, 
handles, locks, etc. of a door; the plates and 
handles, etc. of a coffin; and the like. 

1568 Wills § Inv, N.C. (Surtees 1835) I. 282 One syde 
sadle wth the furnitury. 1578 TimmeE Caluine on Gen. 52 
‘The woman .. was nothing else but the addition and furni- 
ture of the man. 1615 Nottingham Rec. (1889) IV. 339 
16 musketts or bastard musketts, and furnytures to them. 
az1718 Penn Tracts Wks. 1726 I. 870 A plain Coffin, 
without any Covering or Furniture upon it. 1729 SHEL- 
vocke Artillery u1. 149 To force up the Rocket and all 
its Furniture. 1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) II1.. 125 
The stag and fallow deer, Alike ..in the superb furni- 
ture of their heads. 1808 Beverley Lighting Act 20 The 
posts, irons, cover, or other furniture of any such lamp. 
1810 Sporting Mag. XXXV. 299 The two competitors for 
the enemy’s furniture [fox’s brush]. 18539 Gwitt Archit. 
Gloss., Furniture, the visible brass work of locks, knobs to 
doors, window-shutters, and the like. 1866 Rocrers Agric. 
& Prices 1. xxi. 544 Sometimes the cart with the whole furni- 
ture..is bought. 188r Youne Every Man his own Mechanic 
§ 1493 The new kind of door-handle or ‘ furniture’ as it is 
technically called. 1886 Pall Mall G. 10 Aug. 8/2 A mas- 
sive oak coffin, with heavy brass furniture. 


+b. pl. Adjuncts or condiments of a salad. Cf. 


F. fournituré. Obs. 

1693 Evetyn De la Quint. Compl. Gard. Dict., Furni- 
tures, are all hot and spicy Herbs, mixed with..cold Herbs 
in Sallets to temper and relishthem. 1719 Lonpon & WISE 
Compl. Gard. 196 Melesse, is an odoriferous Herb, whose 
Leaf, when tender, makes a part of Sallad-Furnitures. 
1727 S. Switzer Pract. Gard. 1. iii. 19 Tarragon, basil, 
burnet, mint, and other sallet furnitures. 

ce. Printing. (See quot. 1874.) 

1683 Moxon Mech. Exerc, 11. viii. 28 By Furniture is 
meant the Head-sticks, Foot-sticks, Side-sticks, Gutter- 
sticks, Riglets, Scabbords and Quoyns. 1824 J. JoHNsoN 
Typogr. 11. xv. 534 If letters, quadrats, or furniture, rise up 
and black the paper, they should be put down with the 
bodkin. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Furniture (Printing), 
the wooden inclosing strips and quoins which surround the 
matter in the chase, 

d. (See quot.) 

1704 Harris Lex. Techn., Furniture of a Dial, are such 
Lines as are drawn thereon for Ornament; as the Parallels 
of Declination, Length of the Day, Azimuths, &c. 

7. (The prevailing sense.) Movable articles, 
whether useful or ornamental, in a dwelling-house, 
place of business, or public building. Formerly 
including also the fittings. (+ Occas. const. as p/.) 

1573 Tusser Husé. viii. (1878) 16 Be house or the furniture 
neuer sorude. 1582 N, LicHEFIELD tr. Castanheda’s Cong. 
E. Ind. [x)xxii. 78 b, All the furniture for his Chamber and 
Kitchin. 1637 Documents agst. Prynne (Camden) 99 My 
interest in the lease of Swanswick, and my hangings, pic- 
tures, and furniture there. 1705 Apptson Jtaly 86 Their 
Furniture is not commonly very Rich, if we except the 
Pictures. 1768-74 Tucker Zt. Wat. (1852) 1.412 He might 
..take some sly opportunity to slit holes in our furniture. 
1797 Mrs. A. M. Bennetr Beggar Girl (4813) V. 197 The 
furniture were all in their places. 1816 J. Scorr Vis. Paris 
(ed. 5) p. ly, The groups of poor peasants flocking in, with 
cart-loads of furniture..present very distressing spectacles. 
1866 Gro. Exior /. Holt (1868) 10 There was a great deal 
of..dinginess on the walls and furniture of this smaller 
room, 

8. Music. (See quots. and cf. F. fourniture.) 

1690 Spectf, Organ Magda. Coll., Oxf. in Grove Dict. 
Mus. Il, 594/2 Furniture of 3 ranks. 1776 Sir J. HAwK1ns 
Hist. Mus. IV. 1. x. 147 The compound stops are the 
Furniture, and sundry others. 1876 Strainer & Barretr 
Dict. Mus. Terms, Furniture, the name of one of the mixture 
stops 1n an organ. 

9. Bellfounding. (See quot.) ? Obs. 

1756 Dict. Arts & Sc. s.v. Bell, The waist or furniture 
viz. the part of the Bell, which grows always wider or 
thicker by a supply of metal, which is larger and larger 
quite to the brim. 

10. attrib., as furniture-broker, -polish, -remover, 
-shop, -van ; and in names of fabrics used for cover- 
ing furniture, as furnzture-plush,-print, -stlk. Also 
furniture-pad (see quot.); furniture-picture 
(see quot.) ; furniture-pin, a pin for fixing the 
furniture (see 6) of a gun; furniture-stop A/usic 
(see 8); +furniture-tree, ?an ornamental tree. 

1842 Dickens Amer. Notes (1850) 80/1 The small shops. . 
occupied .. by *furniture-brokers, 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., 
“Furniture-pad, a piece of india-rubber or similar thing 
attached to a piece of furniture to prevent rubbing or strik- 
ing against objects. 1889 Barrire & Letanp Dict. Slang., 
*Furniture pictures, pictures painted by the dozen for the 
trade. Of the same class as ‘ pot-boilers’, 1881 GREENER 
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Gun 262 After having removed the *furniture-pins, the 
trigger-plate and triggers may be taken from the stock. 
1884 Knicut Dict. Mech. 1V. 363 *Purniture Plush 
(Fabric), also known as Utrecht velvet. 1895 MASKELYNE 
in Daily Chron. 29 Oct. 3/5 She has more methods of lifting 
a table than any *furniture remover has ever dreamt of. 
1866 Mrs. Carty.e Le??. III. 337, I saw in an old *furniture- 
shop window..a copy of the Frederick picture. 1664 EVELYN 
Sylva (1776) 310 Those .. gardeners who .. expose their 
tender *Furniture-trees of the green-house too early. _ 1889 
H. F. Woop E£nglishm. of Rue Cainiv, A dismal *furniture- 
van. 

Fur-nut. [? f. fur Furrow + Nor.] =Earru- 
NUT ¥. 

1804 Med. ¥rni. X11. 361 Earth, kipper, pig, hawk or fur- 
nut. 

| Furole. ? Ods. [F./furole, earlier fuzrole.] = 
CoRPOSANT. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Furole (Fr.), a little blaze of 
fire, appearing by night on the tops of Souldiers Launces 
or at Sea on Sayl-yards, where it whirles and leaps in a 
moment from one place to another. 1706 Puutuirs (ed. 
Kersey), /uvole, a kind of little Meteor appearing amidst 
the Sails of a Ship, especially upon an approaching Storm. 
1867 SmytH Sazlor’s Word-bk., Furole, the luminous ap- 
pearance called the corZo santo. 

|| Furor (fitirg1). Forms: 5 fourour, fureur, 
5-6 furour(e, 6- furor. [originally a. F. fureur, 
ad. L. furor-em, n. of state f. furére to rage, be 
mad. Now only as an occasional use of the Lat. 
word. ] 

1. Fury, rage, madness, anger, mania. 

cx1477 Caxton Yason 22b, Considerest thou not the 
strengthe and force of my body and the furour of my 
swerde? 1489 — Faytes of A. ul. xxi. 219 A madde man 
duryng his fourour may not be reputed nor taken for 
enemye. 1509 Barctay Shyp of Folys (1570) 70 Where .. 
wrath doth reigne with his furours. 1525 Lp. BerNERS F’vozss. 
II. xlvii. 162 Some oppressed..with the furoure of the see. 
a3s4x Wyatt To his unkind love Poet. Wks. (1861) 46 What 
rage is this? what furor? of what kind?  1s6x T. Norton 
Calvin's Inst. 11. 191 Hoping that the Lord mighte be.. 
turned from the furor of hys wrath, 1603 Sir C. Hrypon 
Jud. Astrol. ii. 85 The furors of Nero. 1758 H. WALPOLE 
Catal. Roy. Authors (1759) U1. 122 A Lord, who with.. 
some derangement of his intellects was so unlucky as not to 
have his furor of the true poetic sort. 1801 FusEti in Lect. 
Paint, iii. (1848) 413 The enthusiastic furor of the God of 
War. 1837 CartyLe Fr, Rev. II. u. vi, In mixed terror 
and furor. 1862 Maurice Mor. & Met. Philos, IV. vi. § 5. 
"2 The anti-papal furor of the king’s youth, : 

. The inspired frenzy of poets and prophets; in 
weaker sense, a ‘glow’, excited mood. 

1889 Putrennam Lng. Poesie 1. i. (Arb.) 20 This science 
in his perfection can not grow, but by some diuine instinct, 
the Platonicks call it furor. 1757 Foote Azthor 1. 13, I 
am afraid the poetic Furor may have betray’d me into 
some Indecency, 1837 CartyLe Fr. Rev. I. 1v. i. (1872) 
toz Rises into furor almost Pythic. 1856 R. A. VaucHAN 
Mystics (1860) I. 218 Of these two kinds of divining .. the 
latter is [characterized] by a fervency and elevation such as 
the ancients styled furor, 1860 Gro. Exiot in Zz (1885) II. 
159 They [the pages] were written in a furor; but I dare 
say there is not a word different from what it would have 
been, if I had written them at the slowest pace. 

3. Great enthusiasm or excitement, a ‘rage’ or 
craze which takes every one by storm. (Cf. next.) 

1704 Swirt Mech. Oferat. Spirit Misc. (1711) 301 He 
seldom was without some female Patients among them, for 
the furor. 1865 Corzh. Mag. July 1co Like most old 
churches, Earndale had suffered under the beautifying furor 
of the eighteenth century. 1868 M. Pattison Academ. 
Org. v. 316 The mastery which the athletic furor has esta- 
blished over all minds in this place. 

|| Eurore (fzrore). [It. form of prec.] Enthu- 
siastic popular admiration ; a ‘rage’, ‘craze’. 

1851 CaRLYLE in Froude Zz (1884) II. 83 This blockhead 
..is., making quite a furore at Glasgow. 1864 Lrewins 
HY, M, Mails 263 It was little thought that..they would 
excite such a furore among stamp collectors. 1867 DicKENS 
Lett. 25 Nov., If we make a furore there. 

Furred (fa1d), pf/.a.  [f. Fur sé. and v.+-Ep.] 

1. Made of fur, lined or trimmed with fur. 

1325 Poem Times Edw. IT, 148 in Pol. Songs (Camden) 
330 But if he have hod and cappe furred, he nis noht i-told. 
1375 Barsour Bruce xvi. 485 The richmond commonly Wes 
wount that furrit hat to wer. 1377 Lanci. P. Pd. B. xx. 
175 A Fisicien with a forred hood. 1480 Caxton Chron. 
Eng. cc. 181 He lete hym vnclothe of his furred taberd and 
of his hode and: of his furred cotes. 1514 Barcuay Cyt. & 
Uplondyshm. (Percy) p. lxi, His furred mittens were of a 
curres skin. 1634-5 Brereton Tvav. (1844) 57 Prince of 
Orange, in a furred and almost like alderman’s gown. 1762- 
gt H. Watrote Veriue’s Anecd. Paint. (1786) 1, 216 The 
original painted by himself with a black cap and furred 
gown. 1856 Lp. Cockpurn Memz. i. (1874) 43 He generally 
woré the furred greatcoat even within doors. 

2. Of an animal: Provided with or having fur. 

1545 BRINKLow Comzfl. 6x As thou maist know a foxe by 
his furred tayle. 1651 DAvENANT Gondibert 1. vi, Man.. 
Whom, when his Furr’d and Horned Subjects knew, Their 
sport is ended, 1816 Keatince 7rav. (1817) I. 218 The 
furred, the provident, and the torpid tribes. 1879 JerreRiEs 
Wild Life in S. Co. 179 A map .. showing the routes and 
resorts of furred and feathered creatures, 

b. Ent. (See quot.) 

1826 Kirpy & Sp. Extomol. IV. 278 Furred, when shorter 
decumbent hairs thickly cover any space. 

3. Wearing fur ; wrapped up or clothed in furs. 

1593 Warner Ald. Eng. vit. xxxvil. (1612) 186 Empson 
and Dudley, fur’d Esquiers. 1642 EGLisHam Forerunner 
Revenge in Select. fr. Hari. Misc. (1793) 276 Buckingham 
came out muffled and furred in his coach. 1798 S. RocErs 
Epist. to Friend, The furred Beauty comes to winter there. 
1809 Heper in Q. Zev. II. 295 The furred and muffled 
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nobles. 1891 Daily News 7 Jan. 3/4 You..will pass in 
graceful sweep many a furred damsel. 

Jig. ¢1896-1603 in Hargrave Coll. Tracts Law Eng. I. 
314 For heretofore in 5. R. 2. there was a complaint ex- 
hibited against them in parliament, that they were over 
fatt, both in boddie and purse, and over well furred in ther 
benefices. P } 

4. Covered or coated with morbid matter, in- 
crusted ; esp. of the tongue: ‘Covered with a more 
or less thick substance consisting of epithelial scales, 
granular matter, food particles, and often fungoid 


growths’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885). 

1s09 Hawes Past, Pleas. xxx. (Percy) 159 Right anone 
a lady gan to scrape His furred tonge. 1634 PEACHAM 
Gentl. Exerc. 1. xxiii. 72 Take a torch or linke, and hold it 
under the bottome of a latten basen, and as it groweth to be 
furd and blacke within strike it with a feather into some 
shell or other. 1707 J. STEVENS tr. Quevedo's Com. Wks. 
(1709) 149 My..Teeth were..all firr’d. 1743 R. Brair 
Grave 16 Musty vaults, Furr’d round with mouldy damps. 
1803 Med. Frul. 1X. 510 Teeth furred, and throat sore. 
1878 HapersHon Dis. Abdomen 16 A furred tongue is 
generally caused by the excessive formation of the epithelial 
coat. 

+b. transf. of the voice: Husky. Ods. 

1666 Pepys Diary 12 Oct., Her voice, for want of use, is 

so furred that it do not at present please me. 
e. Of a boiler: Encrusted. 

1873 R. Witson Steam Boilers vii. 118 The objection. . 
is their liability to become furred up when the water con- 
tains a considerable quantity of lime salts. 

+5. (See quot.) Ods. 

1697 Evetyn Nzism. vi. 213 Monetaries have melted old 
Coins, and taking a slight Proportion of Silver, cover’d the 
Copper, and new stamp’d it; these among Medalists are 
called Plated, or Furr’d Medals. 

Furrene, var. FERREN, Ods. 

+Fu'rrer. Ods. [faphetic form of afurer, 
AFFEEROR. Cf. FEEROR.] ? =AFFEEROR. 

1486 Ord. Lichfield Gild (Stanley) 12 The presentment by 
the xij men, and the furrers of the court, vnto my lord 
reservedd notwithstondinge. 

Furres, obs. form of FuRzE. 

|| Furriel. Ods. [Sp. (obsolete); perh. a cor- 
ruption of F. fourrier.] =Furrimr!, FORAYER 2. 

1898 R. Barret Mod. Warres 150 All the furriels, maiors, 
or chiefe Harbingers of the Tertios of the Infantery. 1599 
Minsueu Spaz, Dial. 59/2, 1 would to God such were the 
health of the Furriel which gaue it vs. 

+ Fu'rrier!. Os. Also 6 furiour, furrior, 
-yer, 7 furriour. See also FoRAYER, FOURRIER. 
[ad. F. fourrier, OF. forier, £. feurre FORAGE. ] 

One who went in advance of an army, etc. to 
secure and arrange accommodation, etc.; a pur- 
veyor, quarter-master; hence also a courier, har- 
binger. Comd., as furrter-major. 

1525 Lp. Berners /7oiss. II, clix. [clx.] 456 The nexte day 
(the Erle of Foiz] departed fro Tholous, and lefte his furriers 
behynde hym to paye for euery thyng. 158: StywarD 
Mart. Discipl. 1. 18 Ther must by him be appointed, a fur- 
rior or harbinger, who shall..lodge y® whole companie. 
1606 Birnie Kirk-Buriall (1833) 4 Our two faithful furriours 
Enoch and Elias. 1637 R. Monro £xfed, 1. 33 ‘The Fur- 
riers sent before, to divide the Quarters. 1704 Lond. Mag. 
No. 4022/4 Deserted.. Jacob Fulk..a Furrier. 

Furrier? (furior). [f. Fur sd. + -1r; cf. 
clothier. Fr. has fourreur, agent-n. f. fourrer 
Fur v.] A dealer in or dresser of fur or furs. 

[c 1330: see FuRrour.] 1576 Turperv. Venerie 12 Skynnes 
sent to the furryers and pellytours of Fraunce. 1598 
Haxvvytr Voy. I. 156 Certaine Furriers of London .. haue 
had a great part of the sayd goods, namely of the Furres. 
1774 Gotpsm. Nat. Hist. (1776) I11. 323 Of this [skin] the 
furriers make a covering that is warm and durable. 1836 
W. Irvine Astoria (1849) 28 Mr. Astor became acquainted 
with a countryman of his, a furrier by trade. 1859 Darwin 
Orig. Spec. v. (1872) 107 It is well known to furriers that 
animals of the same species have thicker fur the further 
north they live. 

+ Fuwrriery. ?0ds. vare—. [f. prec. +-y.] The 
business of preparing furs, 

1784 Kine in King & Cook Voy. III. vi. vi. 340 No labour 
can ever be turned to so good account as what is employed 
upon their furrieries. 

Furring (forin), v/. 5b. [f. Fur v.+-1ne1,] 

1. a. The action of clothing or adorning with fur. 
b. concr. A lining or trimming of fur. Also collect. 

¢1386 CHaucer Pars. T. P 344 Per is also costlewe furrin, 
in here gownes. c1394 P. P. Crede 604 Hem failep 
no furrynge ne clobes at full. 1536 BELLENDENE Cvoz. 
Scot. (1821) I. xxxili, Mony martrikis, bevers, quhitredis 
and toddis; the furringis and skinnis-.of thaim ar coft with 
gret price amang uncouth marchandis, 1554 T. Martin 
Bk. Priests’ Marriages (R.), Their whole life is spent.. 
in providing for furring of their backs. a@ 1577 GASCOIGNE 
Flowers, etc, Wks. (1587) 38 Their garments..fret for lack 
of furring. 1585 T. Wasuincron tr. Wicholay’s Voy. 11. 
xxiii. 62 He shall have the whole furring of a long gowne.. 
for fourescore or a 100 ducats, ¢1610 Sir J, Metvit Aen. 
(1735) 209 He sent me his own Night-Gown furred with 
rich Furrings. 1708 J. CHAMBERLAYNE S?¢. G?#. Brit. u. il. 
vi. (1743) 416 None might wear Silk or costly furring ex- 
cept Knights & Barons. 1849 Rock Ch. of Fathers 11. vi. 
53 Among the clergy of the lower grade in a cathedral, 
there was a distinction marked by the furring of the amys. 
1886 Sci. Amer. N. S. LV. 1209/2 A sort of hedgehog with 
heavy furring and short legs. 

2. The process of becoming furred or incrusted ; 


the state of being furred ; also, a coating of fur. 
1601 Hottanp Pliny xx. xiv. II. 59 With Honie it [Mint] 

cureth the roughnes & furring of the toung. 1612 WoopaLL 

Surg. Mate Wks. (1653) 217 The furring of the mouth and 


FURROUR. 


the throat in fevers. 183: Brewster Vew/on (1855) I. i. 9 
Their chief inconvenience arose from the furring up of the 
small hole through which the water passed. 1885 W. L. 
CARPENTER Soap § Candles 212 The lime salts are deposited 
in an insoluble form, such as the ‘furring’ in a tea-kettle 
or boiler. 

3. a. Shipbuilding. The action or process of 

double planking a ship’s side; also, a piece of 
timber used for this. Cf. DousLine 3 b. 
_ 1622 R. Hawkins Voy. S. Sea (47) 120 Another manner 
is used with double plankes as thicke without as within 
after the manner of furring. 1627 Carr. Smit Seaman's 
Gram, xi. 52 Ripping off the plankes two or three strakes 
vnder water and as much aboue, and put other Timbers 
ypon the first, and then put on the planks vpon those 
timbers, this..is called Furring. a@1642 Sir W. Monson 
Naval Tracts 1. (1704) 346/2 Another Sheathing is with 
double Planks .. like a Furring. 1867 Smytu Sailor's 
Word-bk., Furring, doubling planks on a ship. Also, a 
furring in the ship’s side, 

b. Building. The nailing on of thin strips of 
board in order to level or raise a surface for lathing, 
boarding, etc. Also, the strips thus laid on. 

1678 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 1, 167 Furrings, the making 
good of the Rafters Feet in the Cornice. 1703 T, N. City 
& C. Purchaser 146 When Rafters are..sunk hollow in the 
middle, and pieces (cut thickest in the middle, and to a 
point at each end) are nail’d upon them to make them 
straight again; the putting on of those pieces is call’d 
Furring the Rafters. 1823 P. Nicnuotson Pract. Build. 
223 Furrings, slips of timber nailed to joists or rafters, in 
order to bring them to a level. 1850 ParKER Gloss. Archit. 
(ed. 5), Hurrings, or Shreadings, short pieces attached to 
the feet of the rafters of a roof. 18539 Gwitt Archit, Gloss., 
Furring, the fixing of thin scantlings or laths upon the 
edges of any number of timbers in a range, when such 
timbers are out of the surface they were intended to form. 
1883 Harper's Mag. Nov. 884/2 The only combustible 
material..is the wood used in the floors and their furrings. 

ce. Luilding. ‘A lining of scantling and plaster- 
work on a brick wall, to prevent the dampness of 
the latter reaching the room’ (Casse//). 

+ Furrour. Ods. Alsoforrour. [a. OF. forreor 
(mod.F. fourreur), agent-n. f. forrer to Fur.] A 


furrier. 
¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace (Rolls) 12453 Til a pane, 
as a furour [v. ~. forrour], he did hem tewe. 


Furrow (fa'rox), 56. Forms: a, 1 furh, fyrh 
(dat.), 3 fur3, 3-4 furgh(e, 3-5 forw(h, 4 fo(o)- 


rew, forwe, for3, furch, 4-5 forgh(e, 4-6 for- 


(r)ough(e, for(r)ow(e, (6 furrough, furrowe, 7 
forrwe),6-furrow. 8. 4-5 fore, south. vore, 5 
fure, (foure, fowre), 6 feure, 7 furr(e, 9 furr, 
4- Sc. fur. [Com, Teut.: OE. furh str. fem. (gen. 
Tyrh, fure, dat. fyrh) =MDu. vore (Du. voor, vore), 
OHG, furuh (MHG. vurch, mod.Ger. furche) 
furrow, ON. for trench, drain:—OTeut. */urh-:—pre- 
Teut. *Ark-; cf. L. porca ridge between furrows, 
Olt. vech, Welsh rhych (:—*pricd, priccd). 


Some scholars connect this word with L, forcus, Eng. 
Farrow, assigning to the common root the sense ‘ to root 
like a swine’.] : ‘ 

1. A narrow trench made in the earth with a 
plough, esp. for the reception of seed. , Zo sow 


under the furrow (see quot. 1523). 

t To spare neither ridge nor furrow ; a proverbial phrase 
in ME. poems expressive of reckless speed on the part of 
a rider. 

a. ¢888 K. Eirrep Boeth, v. § 2 ponne dysegab se be bonne 
wile hwilc seed opfeestan bam drium furum, 955 Charter 
of Ladred in Birch Cartiul, Sax, II, 7o Andlang weges 
to dere zedrifonan furh, andlang fyrh op hit cym% [etc.]. 
c1220 Bestiary 398 [This der] god o felde to a fur3, and 
falled Sar-inne .. forto bilirten fuzeles, ¢1374 CHAUCER 
former Age 12 No man yit knew the forwes of his lond. 
14.. Tretyce in W. of Henley's Hush. (1890) 47 Yeff [ye] 
sowe your lande vnder be foroughe let it be ereyd. c¢1440 
Bone Flor. 746 He stroke the stede with the spurrys, He 
spared nodur rygge nor forows. 1523 FirzHers. Husd. 
§ 34 Wheate is mooste commonlye sowen vnder the forowe, 
that is to saye, caste it vppon the falowe, and than plowe it 
vnder. 1583 Stuppes Anat. Adus. u. (1882) 77 A man.. 
shuld take his plow, and go draw a furrow ina field. 1697 
Dryven Virg. Georg. m1. 797 The lab’ring Swain Scratch'd 
with a Rake, a Furrow for his Grain. 1728-46 THomson 
Spring 37 The well-us’d plough Lies in the furrow. 1807 
Crasse Par, Reg. 1. 658 The straightest furrow lifts the 
ploughman’s heart. 1831 Sir ¥. Sznuclair’s Corr. II. 365 
The chief furrows, which conduct the choaked-up water, 
are always laid out by the agriculturist himself, 1883 Mac- 
FADYEN in Congregat. Year Bk. 47 The furrow is uneven 
because an ox and an ass draw the plough, 

B. ©1380 Sir Ferumb. 1565 Pay..Ne spared rigges nober 
vores; til pay mette pat pray. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace 1. 
405 The suerd flaw fra him a fur breid on the land. 1513 
Doucias 4neis vit. iv. 20 A lityll fur, To mark the fund- 
ment of his new citie. 1600 Dymmox Jveland (1843) 42 
Men..hidd themselves lyke fearefull hares in the furres, 
1641 Best Farm. Bks. (Surtees) 44 The furre on your lefte 
hande is the best for the fore-furre; for then the corne 
falleth the fittest for the hande. 1765 A. Dickson 7veat. 
Agric. (ed. 2) 238 The plough will..go upon the points of 
the irons, which will make her..make a bad fur. 1816 
Scort Old Mort. xiv, ‘I wad..turn sic furs on the bonny 
rigs o’ Milnwood holms, that it wad be worth a pint but to 
look at them,’ 1877-89 NV. W. Linc, Gloss., Fur, a furrow, 
‘Th’ furs was all full o’ watter on pag-rag daay, an’ soa th’ 
taaties rotted.’ : . 

b. transf. and fig., esp. in allusion to the track 
of a vessel over the sea. 

1382 Wyciir Ecclus. vii. 3 Sowe thou not eueles in the 
foorewes of vnriz3twisnesse. 1535 CovVERDALE Ps, cxxyiii{i]. 

Vou. IV. 
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3 The plowers plowed vpon my backe, and made longe 
forowes. 1589 Pasguil’s Ret. Cb, God shall .. punish 
euery forrow they haue plowed vpon his backe. c¢ 1600 
Snaks. Sonn. xxii, When in thee times forrwes I behould. 
1814 Cary Dante, Par. 1. 15 Marking well the furrow 
broad Before you in the wave. 1842 Tennyson Ulysses 59 
Push off. .smite The sounding furrows. 1887 BowEn Virg. 
sEineid v. 157 Each with her long keel ploughing in 
lengthened furrows the brine. 

c. poet. Used /oosely for arable land, a piece of 
ploughed land, the cornfields. 

a. ¢1380 Sir Ferumb. 5593 Ac sone sterte he vp of pe for3. 
1610 SHAKS. Temp. 1v. i. 135 You Sun-burn’d Sicklemen of 
August weary, Come hether from the furrow, and be merry. 
1634 Mitton Comzus 292 What time the laboured ox In his 
loose traces from the furrow came. 1735 SomERVILLE Chase 
11. 130 See how they thread The Brakes, and up yon Furrow 
drive along. 

B. 1500-20 DunsBaR Poenzs xvii. 12 Barronis takis .. All 
fruct that growis on the feure. A 

d. (In form fur.) A ploughing. Now only Sc. 

1610 W. Forxincuam Art of Survey 1. xi. 43 Their 
seuerall orders and seasons for fallowing, twifallowing, 
trifallowing and seed-furre. 1743 MaxweELt Trans. Soc. 
Improv. Agric. Scotl, 21 It is advised to plow it with 
all convenient Haste, that so it may have got three Furs 
betwixt and the latter End of April or Beginning of May; 
the first to be cloven, the second a cross Fur, the third to be 
gathered. 

+ 2. In extended sense: A trench, drain. Obs. 

¢1330 Arth, & Merl. 3460 Pe kni3t fel ded in a forwe. 
Tbid. 8184 He cleued thurch..king Beas doun in a furch, 
1382 Wyciir 1 Kings xviii. 32 And he made a water 
cundid, as by two litil forwis in envyroun of the auter, 
¢1420 Pallad. on Husb. v1. 36 A forgh iij footes deep 
thy landes thorgh. 156r T. Norton Calvin's Inst. 1. 
121 Out of a fontaine water is somtime dronk .. somtime 
by forrowes is conueied to the watering of groundes, 1577 
B. Goocr Heresbach’s Husb. u. (1586) 72 If you will needes 
plante the same yeere..let the furrowes be made at least 
two moneths before. 161x Biste Ezek. xvii. 7 That hee 
might water it by the furrowes of her plantation. 1626 
Bacon Sylva § 600 Carrying it [Water] in some long Fur- 
rowes ; And from those Furrowes, drawing it trauerse. 1765 
A. Dickson Treat. Agric. (ed. 2) 144 The soil..will not 
give it a passage into the furrows or drains, 1884 Ch7. 
World 21 Feb. 134/3 Fortunately, our water furrow is a 
swift-flowing stream. 


+38. A quantity (of land) having the length or 


breadth of a furrow. Ods. 

¢1300 Havelok 1094 Ne shulde he hauen of Engelond 
Onlepi forw in his hond. 1377 Lanet. P. Pd. B. xin. 372 
Pat a fote londe or a forwe fecchen I wolde. 1390 
Gower Conf III. 245 Til they have with a plough to-broke 
A furgh of lond. ¢1425 Wyntoun Crom. 1x. v. 135 Dat 
nowpir Fure na Fute of Land Wes at baire Pes pan of 
Ingland. ¢1470 Henry Wadlace vi, 22 Off him I held 
neuir a fur off land, 

4. Anything resembling a furrow; a. generally, 
e.g. a rut or track, a groove, indentation, or de- 
pression narrow in proportion to its length. 

€1374 CHaUcER Boeth. v. metr. v. 132 (Camb. MS.) Som 
of hem. .drawen after hem a traas ora forwh I- kountynued. 
1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. x1x. cxxix. (1495) 938 Orbita 
is the forough of a whele that makyth a depe forough in 
the wyndynge and trendlynge abowte. 1513 Douctas 
JE neis 11, xi. 32 Thair followis [the sterne] a streme of fire, 
ora lang fur. 1607 TopseLt Hour. Beasts (1658) 282 The 
first furrow of the mouth—I mean that which is next unto 
the upper fore-teeth. 1665 Hooxe Microgr. 4 There were 
several great and deep scratches, or furrows. 1712 ADDISON 
Spect. No. 416 P 2 The different Furrows and Impressions 
of the Chisel. 1774 Gortpsm. Vat. Hisé. (3779) I. 205 The 
middle waters .. sink ina furrow. 1813 J. THomson Lect, 
Inflam, 615 ‘This ligature produced a slight furrow in 
the arm. * 

b. on the face: A deep wrinkle. 

1589 Greene Tudlies Loue Wks. (Grosart) VII. 204 If it 
[my brow] once proue full of angrie forrowes. 1609 DEKKER 
Guls Horne-bk. i. 7 Now those furrowes are fild vp with 
Ceruse and Vermilion. 1797 Mrs. Rapciirre /talian vi, 
Habitual discontent had fixed the furrows of their cheeks. 
1859 Herps Friends in C. Ser. u. 11. iv. 86 They make.. 
furrows in the cheeks of the sufferers. 

ce. Milling. One of the grooves in the face of 
amillstone. 2rrow and land (see quot. 1880). 

1825 J. Nicotson Oferat. Mechanic 144 When the fur- 
rows become blunt and shallow by wearing, the running 
stone must be taken up, and both stones new dressed with 
a chisel and hammer. 1870 Exg. Mech. 28 Jan. 485/2 
Cutting all the short furrows into the master furrow. 1880 
Antrim & Down Gloss., Furrow and Land, the hollows 
and heights on the surface of a mill-stone, 


d. Anat., Zool,, etc. (= L. sulcus). 

1807-26 S. Cooper First Lines Surg. (ed. 5) 301 The 
lateral sinuses .. occupy the deep transverse furrows in the 
middle of the inner surface of the os occipitis. 1832 Dr La 
Becue Geol, Man. (ed. 2) 327 Whorls..divided by eight or 
ten furrows into as many imbricating joints. 1846 ExLis 
Elgin Marb. WI. 26 A furrow which forms the line of con- 
tact with the forehead. 1868 Darwin Axim. §& Pl. I. v. 
140 The external orifice or furrow of the nostrils was also 
twice as long. 1874 Lussock O7ig. § Met. Jus. iil. 45 The 
median furrow easily discerned. 1879 CaLDERWooD MZind 
& Lr. ii, 12 The soft mass [of the brain] being arranged 
alternately in ridges, and in grooves or furrows. 

e. Bot. 

1725 BravLey Fam. Dict., Furrow, among Botanists .. 
signifies a Ridge or Swelling on the Sides either of a Tree, 
Stalk, or Fruit. 1776 Wirnerine Brit. Plants (1796) I. 151 
Seed single .. marked with a furrow lengthways. 1862 
Darwin Fertil. Orchids iii. 118 If the furrow be touched 
very gently by a needle .. it instantly splits along its whole 
length. 1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 396 The arrangement of.. 
projecting longitudinal ridges, and depressions or furrows, 
Is exactly repeated, 





FURROW. 


5. attrib. and Comb., as furrow-water ; furrow- 
cloven, -like adjs. Also furrow-board = Moup- 
BOARD ; furrow-drain (see quot.), hence furrow- 
drain vb., -draining ; + furrow-face, one who has 
a wrinkled face; furrow-faced, -fronted a., having 
furrows or wrinkles on the face or forehead; fur- 
row- (dal, fur-) side, the side of the plough to- 
wards the furrows already made; furrow-slice, 
the slice of earth turned up by the mould-board of 
the plough; furrow-weed, a weed that grows on 
the ‘ furrow’ or ploughed land. 

1649 *Hurrow-board [see EARTH-BOARD]. 1847 TENNYSON 
Princess vii. 192 The firths of ice That huddling slant in 
*furrow-cloven falls. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *Furrow- 
drain, a deep open channel made by a plough to carry 
off water. 1846 McCuttocu Acc, Brit. Empire (1854) 1. 
593 The new practice of *furrow-draining has been the 
most important of the recent improvements in Scotch 
agriculture. 162x Burton Azat. Mel. 1. ii. ut. iv. 130 b, 
Pale, and leane, *furrow-faces. 1605 B. Jonson Volfone 
1. i, I..expose no ships To threat’nings of the *furrow- 
faced sea. 1640 Rawiins Redellion i. i, The *furrow- 
fronted Fates have made an Anvill To forge diseases on. 
1879 D. M. Wattace Australas, xi. 225 The loose surface 
..sometimes forming hilly undulations, at others *furrow- 
like ripples. 1765 A. Dickson Treat. Agric. (ed. 2) 215 
This lessens the resistance from the *furrow-side. Jdzd. 
235 If the beam points to the fur-side, the plough will have 
too much land; and if it points to the land-side, the plough 
will have too little land. 1805 R. W. Dickson Pract. Agric. 
(1807) I. 5 The perfect turning over of the *furrow-slice, 
1862 J. Witson Farming 206 In ploughing for a seed-bed 
the furrow-slice is usually cut about 5 inches deep. 1679 
Dryben 7%. & Cr. u, iii, *Furrow Water Is all the Wine 
we taste. 1605 Suaxs. Lear iv, iv. 3 He was met euen now 
As mad as the vext Sea, singing alowd, Crown’d with ranke 
Fenitar and *furrow weeds. 

Furrow (fv'rox),v. Also 5 forow, 6 furow, 
7 furr. [f. prec. sb.] 

1. trans. To make furrows in (earth) with a 
plough ; to plough. 

1576 FLeminG Panopl. Epist. 354 They [oxen] drawe the 
plough, they furrowe the soyle. 1607 TopsELL Four. 
Beasts (1658) 48 They furrow the earth like a draught of 
Oxen with a plow. 1894 T. RooseEveLt in Forum CU. S.) 
Apr, 202 Fields already fifty times furrowed by the German 
ploughs. 
jig. 1847 James Convict v, Heaven..furrows the heart 
with griefs to produce a rich crop of joys hereafter. 

b. transf. To make a track or tracks in (water) ; 


to cleave; to plengh. 

c1425 Found. St. Bartholomew's (E. E. T. S.) 43 Certeyne 
shypmen at sandwyche, glad and mery with a prosperous 
cowrse forowid the dowtable see. @1547 SurREY neid 
11, 1038 Long to furrow large space of stormy seas. 1583 
Sranyuurst eis u.(Arb.) 76 With woodden vessel thee 
rough seas deepelye we furrowe. 1632 J. Haywarp tr. 
Biondi’s Eromena 39 Prince Meleneone furrowed the 
surging waves. 1662 STILLINGFL. Orig. Sacr. mi. i. § 10 
They pass down the strong current of Time with the same 
facility that a well built ship..doth furrow the Ocean. 1814 
Scorr Lord of Isles 1. xiii, Now launch’d once more, the 
inland sea They furrow with fair augury. 1845 Darwin 
Voy. Nat. iii. 39 The whole sea was in places furrowed by 
them [porpoises]. 1876 R. F. Burton Goritla L. I. 171 
We .. saw sundry shoals of fish furrowing the water, 

2. To make furrow-like depressions, indentations, 


or channels in. Also with wf. 

1609 HoLtanp Amm. Marcell. xxix. i. 354 When..they 
began to.. varie in their words, after their sides were 
throughly furrowed [L. fodicatis]. 1692 BENTLEY Boyle Lect. 
viii. 298 Furrowed from Pole to Pole with the Deep 
Channel of the Sea. 1697 DrypEen Virg. Georg. m1. 656 
The chapt Earth is furrow’d o’er with Chinks. 1732 
Lepiarb Sethos II, vu. 83 They furrow’d their bodies with 
sharp stones. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat. Hist. (1776) VII. 328 
After furrowing up the sand, it hides itself under it, horns 
and all. 1834 J. Forsrs Laennec's Dis. Chest (ed. 4) 287 
A hard and irregular surface, furrowed by linear marks, 
1863 Barinc-GouLp /celand 116 ‘Vhen [the wind] rolls on- 
ward to furrow the snows on Eiriks Jokull. 1879 Brown- 
inc Jvan Ivanovitch 225 O God, the feel of the fang 
furrowing my shoulder! see! It grinds—it grates the bone. 

b. To make wrinkles in. 

1593 SHaks. Rich. LJ, 1. iii, 229 Thou canst helpe time to 
furrow me withage. 1627-77 FELTHAM Resolves 1. xiii. 20 
Another lives hardly here, with a heavy heart, furrowing of 
a mournful face. 1661 S7x A. Haslerig’s Last Will & 
Test. Supp. 6 The inraged Tygre..furrowed his Front. 
1729 T. Cooke Tales, Proposals, etc. 595 Sev'nty years have 
furrow’d o’er her Face. 1838 Lytton Lezlat. v, The lordly 
features .. furrowed by petty cares, 1870 Morris Zarthly 
Par. 1.1. 5 Their brows seem furrowed deep with more than 
years, ; 

e. fig. Said of the action of tears. 

1523 Hyrpe tr. Vives’ Instr. Chr. Wom. 1. ix. lija, Howe 
can she weep for her sinne, yt muste bare her skynne there 
with, and forowe her face? a1656 Br. Hatt Rem. Whs, 
(1660) 184 We may furrow our cheekes with our tears, 1816 
Byron Ch. Har. 1. xx, Fair cheeks were furrowed with hot 
tears, 1871 Macpurr Mem. Patmos ix. 113 The Apostle.. 
with a tear. .furrowing his cheek. 

d. To gather zp in folds or wrinkles. vare—. 

1853 Date tr. Baldeschi’s Ceremonial 66 note, Cotta, the 
short surplice worn in Rome.. is usually furrowed up in 
a full and tasteful manner, 

3. intr. To make furrows or grooves; to make 


wrinkles, 

1576 FLeminc Panofl, Epist, 356 Let us catche the ploughe 
by the handle, and fall to furrowing. a@1577 GascoIGNE 
Flowers, etc. Wks. (1587) 45 We furrowing in the foaming 
flouds to take our best availes. 1863 J. L. W. By-gone Days 
2 Where the ploughshare furrows in spring. 78 


FURROWED. 


b. quasi-trans., as in fo furrow (out, up) one’s 
way. Of a river: To excavate (a channel), to 
force ztse/f along a channel. 

1613 Purcuas Pilgrimage (1614) 820 Maragnon is far 
greater, whose waters having furrowed a Channell of six 
thousand miles, in the length of his winding passage [etc. ]. 
a 1639 Wotton Ps. civ. in Farr S. P. Fas. J (1848) 248 There 
go the ships, that furrow out their way. 1647 W. Browne tr. 
Polexander 11. 241 Let thy choler furrow up and make 
a way to that Island whereto none can arrive. 1791 CowPER 
Odyss. v. 492 And I have pass’d, Furrowing my way. 1883 
F. M. Crawrorp Dr. Claudius vi, The circular wrinkle 
slowly furrowed its way round Barker’s mouth. 1890 H. M. 
Srantey Darkest Africa 11. xxviii. 259 The Rami-lulu had 
eventually furrowed and grooved itself deeply through. 

Hence Fu'rrowing v0/. sb. and ppl. a. Also 
Fu'rrower, one who or that which furrows. 

x611 Cotcr., Canelure, a channelling, or furrowing in 
stone, or in timber; a fluting. 1612 Drayton Poly-old. i. 3 
Vpon the utmost end of Cornwall's furrowing beake, Jdzd. 
xviii. 78 She learn’d..'To steele the coulters edge, and sharpe 
the furrowing share. 1841-3 Azthon's Class. Dict. 380 Gyes 
(the part of the plough to which the share is fixed) is the 
Furrower. 1891 Athenxum 17 Oct. 523/1 The greater 
number of them have been crushed and broken by the 
deep furrowing of the steam cultivator. 

Furrow (cow): see Farrow a. 

Furrow, obs. form of Foray. 


Furrowed (fmroud), Af. a. [f. Furrow v. + 
-ED1,] In senses of the vb. + Furrowed-grass : 
see CHAMELEON sd. 6c, and quot. (1598) there. 

1599 Suaxs. Hen, V, 11. Prol. 12 The threaden Sayles.. 
Draw the huge Bottomes through the furrowed Sea, 1615 
J. SterHens Satyr. Ess. 18 Another doth conceale The 
furrowed wrinkles of his tawny skinne. 1632 MiLTon 
L' Allegro 64 While the ploughman, near at hand, Whistles 
o'er the furrowed land. 1646 GauLe Sel. Cases Consc. 4 
Every old woman with a wrinkled face, a furr’d brow..is.. 
pronounced fora witch. 1713 AppIsonGuwardian No,114P1 
‘The features are strong and well furrowed. 1810 Scorr Lady 
of L.u. xvi, The furrowed bosom of the deep. 1828 Stark 
Elem. Nat. Hist, U1. 305 ‘Vhorax furrowed and crenated on 
the margin. 1855 KincsLey Heroes, Theseus 1. 205 The 
furrowed marble walls. 


Furrowless (fo'roulés), a. [f. Furrow sé.+ 

-LEss.] Having no furrows, grooves, or wrinkles. 
a1847 Exiza Coox River Thought v, The furrowless 
brow. 18.. LoweLt Pioneer Poet. Wks. (1890) I. 248 
When all before him stretches, furrowless and lone. 


Furrowy (fvrovi), a. [f. Furrow sd.+-y1.] 
Full of furrows or wrinkles. 

1611 Cotcr., Rayouner, to furrow; make furrowes, or 
make furrowie. 1818 Mirman Samor 267, I should have 
known, though furrowy, sunk and wan, That face. 1829 
Blackw. Mag. XXV.71 We view their furrowy track. 1847 
Tennyson Princess 111. 158 A double hill ran up his furrowy 
forks Beyond the thick-leaved platans of the vale. 

+Furrure. Ods. Also 4 for(r)-, furrour(e, 
5 forer, forur(e, furure, furrur. [a. OF. forréure, 

Jourréure(mod.F. fourrure),f. forrer, fourrer, Fur 
v.) Fur; a trimming, lining, or adornment of fur. 

1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VII. 373 He usede forours 
of symple prys. ¢1400 MAUNDEV. (1839) xxiii. 247 The folk 
of that Contree usen alle longe Clothes with outen Furroures, 
1420 EL. E. Wills (1882) 54 Also I will bat all b* ffurrurs pat 
I haue, be sould and doon for my saule. 1439 /did. 118 All 
my. .clothis of silke, with-oute ffurrereur[szc]. 1463 JZanz. § 
Househ. Exp. 151 Item, he owyth ffor the forer off the 
same gowne, x. li. 1480 Caxton Chron. Eng. ccxxv. 229 
No clothe that was wrought oute of Englond .. ne furrur of 
beyonde the see. 

attrib. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) VI. 475 Furrour 
skynnes. 

Furry (fori), a. (and sd.) [f. Fur sb.+-y1l.] 

A. adj. 

1, Of or composed of fur; consisting of furs. , 

a1674 Mitton Hist. Mosc. ii. (1851) 483 The Furs which 
clothe them; the furry side in Summer outward, 1725 Pore 
Odyss. xvi. 40 Euryclea spreads With furry spoils of beasts 
the splendid beds. 188x R. Rourtepce H7s¢. Sc. i. 1 Man 
is even unprotected from the vicissitudes of the seasons by 
the furry coat which covers the beasts of the field. 

2. Of animals: Covered with fur ; furred. 

1687 Drypen Hind & P. 1. 25 The time When all her 
furry sons in frequent senate met. 1823 Byron Juan x. 
xxvi, Bear-skins black and furry. 1873 G. C. Davies 
Mount. & Mere viii. 59 A furry little water-rat swimming 
along by the edge of the bank. 

jig. 1865 Pall Mall G. 22 June 11 He is one of those 
sleek ‘furry’ little men who are met with in all close 
religious communities. 

3. Of persons: Wearing fur, clad in furs. 

1717 Fenton Ode Ld. Gower 36 From Volga’s Banks, th’ 
ve Czar Leads forth his Furry Troops to War. 

. Made of fur, lined or trimmed with fur. 

1865 Kincs_ey Herew. vi, His furry cloak shewed him to 
be no common man, 1872 Bryant Poems, Little People of 
Show 97 With ample furry robe Close-belted round her waist. 

b. transf. and fig. 

1691 Drypen K. Arthur m. ii, Awake, awake, And 
winter from thy furry mantle shake. 1716 Rowe Ode for 
N. Year 1717 i, Winter! thou hoary, venerable Sire, All 
richly in thy furry Mantle clad. 1835 Sir J. Ross Narr. 
and Voy. xlvi. 59t We wrap ourselves up in a sort of furry 
contentment. 

5. Resembling fur, fur-like, soft. 

1876 T. Harpy Ethelberta (1890) 88 An open space.. 
floored at the bottom with..cushions of furry moss. 

6. Of the nature of, or coated with, fur or morbid 
matter. 

1739 ‘R. Butv’ tr. Dedekindus’ Grobianus 222 Laughter 
misbecomes Foul furry Teeth. 1836 T, Hoox G. Gurney 
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III. i. 31 Two foggy decanters, half full of the remnants of 
yesterday’s libation, with a sort of furry rim just over the 
surface. 1856 CANNING in Hare 2 Nodle Lives (1893) II. 89 
One's shoes get furry with mildew ina day. 1871 NApHEYS 
Prev. & Cure Dis. i. ii. 624 Yellowish furry coating [of the 
tongue]. 4 

+ B. sd. A hairy caterpillar. Ods. 

18398 Frorio, Millepiedi, a worme having manie feete, 
called a furrie or a palmer. 

Furry (fori), sd.4 dial. [Perh. in some way 
connected with Farr sd., L. feria.) <A festival 
observed at Helston, Cornwall, on the eighth of 
May ; also, a peculiar dance used on that occasion. 
(The W. Cornwall Gloss. gives Faddy and Flora 
as synonyms.) Also attrib. 

1790 in Gextl. Mag. LX. 1. 520 At Helstone. .it is customary 
to dedicate the 8th of May to revelry. . It is called the Furry- 
day. 1848 C. A. Jouns Week at Lizard 225 A large party 
of ladies and gentlemen .. commence a peculiar kind of 
dance, called ‘the furry’, 1872 Harpwick 7vad. Lance. 87 
A spring festival..annually celebrated at Helston..named 
the ‘ Furry’, or gathering. ; 

+Eurry, v. Obs. rare. [? back-formation from 
FurRiER !.] ¢vavs. To quarter (soldiers). 

1579 Fenton Guicciard. u. 89 The armie being furried in 
many partes of the realme .. lived in such vnbrideled incon- 
tinencie [etc.]. 

Fursday, Sc. var. of THURSDAY. 

Furse, obs. form of FIERCE. 

+Eursell. Os. [dim. of Furzz.] =Furze. 

1639 T. De Grey Compl. Horseman 5 Underwoods, 
Bushes, Fursells, Broome. 

+ Furshe, a. Her. Obs. rare. [a.F. fourchée: 
see ForcHE a@.] =FORCHE a. 

1572 BossEWELL Avworvie 11.136 Beareth party per pale 
Sable and Argent, a crosse Furshe of the one and the other. 

Furst, var. of Frist and obs. f. of First, THrrs?. 

[Furt, in Dicts. explained ‘theft’, is a misprint 
in the later edd. of Tomkis’s A/bumazar for furze.] 

Furth, obs. and Sc. form of FortH. 

+ Further, sd. Ods. [f. Furraer v.] The 
action of the vb. FURTHER; = FURTHERANCE. 

1526 Q. Maret. (Scotl.) Let. Wolsey (MS. Caligula B. 
Vill. 160) in M. A. Everett Wood Lett. R. & Lilustr. 
Ladies 11.9 The said bearer, whom pleaseth you, my Lord, 
cause have good further and expedition of his errands, 1535 
Stewart Croz. Scot. 1. 522 Commending him that he had 
done sic thing, Inso greit forder of the commoun weill. 1641 
Hinve ¥. Bruen xxviii. 87 For the increase of Religion and 
further of the Gospel. 1785 Burns 37d Ep. to ¥. Lapraik 1 
Guid speed and furder to you, Johnny. 

Further (fo1801), a. Forms: 1 furbra 
(Northumb, fordora), 2 furpur, 4-5 furper(e, 
3-7 forper(e, -ther, Orm. forrtherr, (5 forthre), 
6-7 furder, 4-7 forder, 6 forthir, 6- further. 
See also Fartuer. [OE. fuvdra=OFris. fordera, 
OS. jforthoro (MLG. vordere), OHG. ford(e)ro, 
fordaro, fordoro (MHG. vordere, mod.G. vorder) 
:—OTeut. */urferon- wk., f. *furfero- str. (the acc. 
neut. of which appears in FURTHER adv.) :—pre- 
Teut. ¢-tero-, f. root of Fors adv. + comparative 
suffix as in af-ter, o-ther. 

On this assumption the Eng. further adj. and adv. have 
nothing but their ultimate root in common with the Goth. 
Jaurpis adv. :—OTeut. */urp-iz or *furfp-joz, f. the stem of 
FortH+comparative sufix= -er3, A different hypothesis 
(Kluge in Paul's Grdr., ed. 2, I. 483) is that further and its 
cognates are f. the stem of Forra+compar. suffix (not -7z0n- 
but) -evon-, -2von-, as in inner, outer (see -ERS A. 2). The 
OHG. furdir adv. is explained by Kluge as repr. a locative 
*furpiri.] : : ‘ 

+ 1. That is before another in position, order, or 
rank ; esp. of an animal’s limbs or a part of the 
body: Front. Ods. (Cf. Farruer B. 1.) 

c1000 Ags. Gosp. John xiii. 16 Soplice ic eow secze nys se 
Seowa furdra bonne his hlaford. a1300 Cursor M. 2816 
He was for-ber mar pen j. 1387 Trevisa Higden (Rolls) 
VII. 187 A wounde receyved in be furper partie of his body 
[in anteriori parte corporis). c1400 Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 
113 Brood twoward pe forpere side of be heed & scharpere 
twoward pe hyndere syde. 1486 Bk. St. Albans E ij b, 
The ij. forther legges the hede layde by twene. 1539 /zvent. 
R. Wardrobe (1815) 36 Lynit the forthir quarteris with blak 
taffiteis. 1609 SkrNe Reg. Maj. 134 Gif ane horse slayes 
ane man passand before him, with his forther feete. 

+b. With reference to time: Former. Also 
in comb. furthur-ealdefader (cf. L. proavus): great 
grandfather. Ods. 

1155 Proc. Henry II, in Anglia VII. 220 pzt hi beon zlc 
pare lande wurba pe hi eafdon in Edwardes kinges deze & 
on Willelmes kinges mines furpur ealdefader. 1557 N. T. 
(Genev.) Yas. v. 7 The forther and the latter rayne. 1561 
Curist. Hinpatt Degos. in Bp. Chester Eccl. Crt. 1561-6, 
If. rob, Mr. Holden did knowe of his forther wief beynge 
on lyve. 1562 Child Marriages, etc. (1897) 192 She was 
temptid by daily sute of the said Dilon, & did forget her 
forther promesse. 

2. More extended, going beyond what already 
exists or has been dealt with; additional, more. 
| Further age: advanced age. ‘| Further way: 
a further-continued road. (Cf. FarrHeEr B. 2.) 

@1300 Cursor M, 10327 Child to gett, Bituix and pair 
forber eild. 1498 in Yorksh. Archwvol. Soc. (Record Ser. 
1895) XVII. 127 Oure forthre pleasir in that behalf. 1526 
Pilgr. Perf. (W. de W.1531) 50 b, For a forther knowledge 
of this tree, you must vnderstande that [etc.]. 1582 N. 
Licueriexp tr. Castanheda’s Cong. E. Ind. xxiii. 58 Without 
any further delay, the King sent them away. 1609 SKENE 
Reg. Maj., Forme of Proces 22 He..judicially renunces all 








FURTHER. 


forder probation. 1634 W. Tirwuyrt tr. Balzac’s Lett. 44 
Without further ambiguity. 1667 Mitton ?, Z. 1v. 174 To 
th’ ascent of that.. Hill Satan had journied on..But further 
way found none. 1711 AppIson Sfect. No. 65 » 2 Without 
further Preface, Iam going to look into some of our most 
applauded Plays. 1794 Patey £vid. (ed. 2) 1. v.97 We find 
..two of them. .seized..and threatened with further punish- 
ment, 1838 De Morcan Ess. Prod. 201, I now proceed to 
some further instances. 186x BuckLe Civil7z. II. iv, 315 
This was a further stimulus to Scotch industry. 

3. More distant, remoter, esp. the remoter of two. 
Of a horse: The off (side). (Cf. FartHer B. 3.) 

1578 in W. H. Turner Select. Rec. Oxford (1880) 396 One 
grey .. mare, crapped on the further yeare. 1611 BisLe 
2 Esdras xiii. 41 They would..goe foorth into a further 
countrey. 1675 A. Browne Avs Pict. 90 Work your further . 
Mountains so that they should seem to be lost in the Air, 
1678 ButLer (ud, ul. ili, 58 With kicks and bangs he ply’d 
‘lhe further and the nearer side [of a horse]. 1821 JOANNA 
BatuiE JZetr. Leg., Wallace \vi, In the further rear. 1869 
Tennyson Coming of Arthur 396 Not ever to be question’d 
any more Save on the further side. 

+4. absol. Further of the day: a later hour. 

1846 LancLey Pol. Verg, de Invent. ix. 113b, Fyrst at 
mydnight .. the seconde in the mornyng..the thyrd at 


further of the day. 
Further (fv-1801), adv. Forms: 1-2 furd-, 


furpor, 1 Morthumb., forder, -ur, -or, 2-4 furd-, 
furper (furthir), 3-5 forSere, -Sre, -per(e, -pir, 
-thir(e, 3-6 forther(e, (3 forer), 4-5 furpere, 4-7 
furder, 5 forder, (6 fourther), 6- further. See 
also FartsEer adv, [OE. furdor= OS. furthor 
(early mod.Du. woorder) ; for the formation, and 
the relation to Goth. faurJis, OHG. furdir, etc.: 
see FURTHER @.] 

1. To or at a more advanced point of progress: 
a. of space; /zt. and fig.; occas. with omission of 
go. Proverb, Zo go further, and fare worse. (Cf. 
FartHer A. I a.) 

c1ooo Aitrric Yosh. x. 12 Ne gang bu mona ongean 
Achialon anne stzpe furpor. c1og0 O. Z. Chron. an. 1039 
Eode se seester hwaetes to lv penega and eac furdor. ¢ 1205 
Lay. 4880 He furder lad, to Seguine duc. a1240 Uveisun 
in Cott. Hom. 203 Nere be heorte so cold pat ne schulde 
neuer sunne habben for-der in-3ong per pis brune were. 
a1250 Prov. Alfred 128 in O. E. Misc. 110 Nere he for his 
weole neuer be furber. ¢1330 R. Brunne Chron. Wace 
Prol. 182 Vnto be Cadwaladres; No forer, per makes he 
ses. 1340 Hampote Px. Consc. 440 Parfor I wille, ar [I] 
forthir pas, Shew yhou what a man first was. ¢ 1340 Cursor 
M, 10156 (Fairf.) As furthir in this boke we rede. cx1400 
Lanfranc’s Cirurg. 221, I lete make a pipe of silvir and 
putte it in at her moub & passede forbere ben pe wounde 
was. 1494 Fasyan Chron, (1811) I. cxxvil. 107 Forthere 
then y® chapell dore noon of them wold enter. 1535 CovErR- 
DALE Job xxxviii. 11 Hither to shalt thou come, but no 
further. 1546 J. Heywoop Pvov. (1867) 51 You .. might 
haue gone further, and haue faren wurs. 1559 W. Cun- 
NINGHAM Cosmogr. Glasse 60 But or we further proced, 
marke this figure. 1593 SuHaxs. 2 Hen. VJ, 11. ii. 169 His 
eye balles further out, than when heliued. 1615 J, STEPHENS 
Satyr. Ess. 26 Go tell a trades-man he deceives .. And he 
will answere..Go further on, you will be cheated worse, 
1641 Mitton Aximadv. (1851) 187 Ere a foot furder we 
must bee content [etc.]. 1655 Sir E. Nicuotas in V. Papers 
(Camden) II. 336 Taken out of their bedds..and carryed on 
shipboard, and whence further is vnknowen. 1719 DE For 
Crusoe 11. Vv, They kept out of sight further and further. 
1771 Foote J/aid of B.1. Wks. 1799 II. 214 Folks may go 
further and fare worse, as they say. 1813 SHELLEY Q. Mad 
1x. 182 Whose stingings bade thy heart look further still. 
1855 Macautay //ist. Eng. 1V.1 It was not thought safe for 
the ships to proceed further in the darkness. 

b. of time. (Cf. FARTHER A. I b.) 


c1290 Beket 2321 in S. Eng. Leg. 1. 173 So bat forpere 
in pe 3ere: it was wel onder-stonde .. In 3wat manere he 
was a-slawe., 1896 Act 59 & 60 Vict. c. 39 § x The acts... 
shall..be continued until the 31st day of December 1897 
and shall then expire unless further continued. 

2. Toa greater extent; more. (Cf. FARTHER A, 2.) 

c10so Byrhtferth's Handboc in Anglia (1885) VIII. 209 
Nu wille we furdor geican burh godes mihta. axz225 
Fuliana 47, & 3ef ich mahte [wurche his wil] fordre 
ich walde beo pe feinre. @1300 Cursor M. 28869 (Cott.) 
And for ber mater es gode to knau, Of almus sal i for-ber 
drau. c1340 /did. 858 (Trin.) Leue we now of pis spelle 
Of oure story furbere to telle. a@1400-50 Alexander 523 
And if 3ow likis of pis lare to lesten any forthire. 1552-3 
Inv. Ch. Goods, Staffs. in Ann. Lichfield IV. 2 There 
saffeli to be kepte untill the kinges majesties pleasure be 
therin furder knowen. 1559 Hetue in Strype Ann. Ref I. 
App. vi. 7 That the doinges of this honourable assembly 
may .. be allwayes fourther honourable. 1641 Mitton Ch. 
Govt. 1. iii. Wks. (1847) 48/2 To the intent of further healing 
man’s deprav’d mind. 1734 BerKeLtey Analyst § 7 Men 
who pretend to believe no Rvcher than they can see. 1749 
F. Smitu Voy, Disc. II. 90 All the western Merchants 
declined .. from being further Adventurers. 1862 STANLEY 
Yew. Ch. (1877) I. xiii. 252 When we inquire further into 
the worship. 

3. In addition, additionally; moreover. (Cf. 


FARTHER A. 3.) 

¢ 1200 Vices § Virtues (1888) 57 3iet hie seid furder. 1450 
W. Somner in Four C, Eng. Lett. 4 Forther the maister 
desyryd to wete yf the shipmen would holde with the duke. 
isso W. CunnincHam Cosmogr. Glasse 22, I do furder 
perceive that [etc.]. 1560-78 Bk. Discipl. Ch. Scot.(1621) 40 
And furder we think it expedient [etc.]. 1582 N. LicHE- 
FIELD tr, Castanheda's Cong. E. Ind. vii. 16b, What further 
than followed. 1749 F. Smitu Voy. Disc. II. 58 What 
further keeps the Cold from the Arm-pits is, that [etc.]. 1875 
ManninG Mission H. Ghost iv, 100 And, further, God is 
the only end that can,.satisfy the soul with bliss. x 
Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 1V, 92/2 Thesketching-case may 
.. further provided with a cover. 


FURTHER. 


4, At a greater distance in space; sometimes 
with mixture of sense 1. Also +more further, 
Surther off. (Cf, Farrar A. 4.) 

¢ 1400 MAUNDEV. (1839) xxxi. 306 Ober Yles bat ben more 
furpere bejonde. 1578 Wuetstone Promos & Cass. u. iv, 
The furder off I wretched finde both comfort and reliefe. 
1601 Suaks. Fu. C. u. ii. 125 So neere will I be That your 
best Friends shall wish I had beene further. 1630 2. 
Fohnson's Kingd. & Comimw. 68 Island disjoyned no further 
than a ship in one day may saile unto. 1710 Tatler No. 
254 8 7 The Dutch Cabbin, which lay about a Mile further 
up into the Country, 1822-16 J. Smita Panorama Sc. & 
Art I. 572 It was calculated to be 18,000 times further from 
us than the sun. 1875 Jowett P/ato (ed. 2) IV. 156 There 
is nothing further from his thoughts than scepticism. 

b. Phrases. + Zobe further: togeton. +LU 
be further, of (etc.) ; LU see you further ( first) : 
strong forms of refusal. Zo wesh any one further: 
i.e. to wish him away. See also FARTHER A. 4. 

1526 Darrett Le?, 1 Aug. in Ellis Orig. Lett. Ser. ut. II. 
163, I..intende to be further and doo. 1621 Lapy M. WrotH 
Urania 16 She .. wished the beast further, yet taking her 
wonted strength of heart..she said thus. 1741 RicHARDSON 
Pamela V1. 320 And so that I must not wish to incur [his 
Displeasure] to save any body else, I’ll be further if I do. 
Ibid. 377, 1 bow’d to him, but I could have wish’d him 
further, to make me sit so in the Notice ofevery one. 1873 
Punch 3 May 185/x He'll see me further first. 

+e. Used as the comparative of far,as in further- 
Setched, compar. of far-fetched. 

_ 1680 Baxter Cath. Commun. (1684) 23 But God being 
infinitely more perfect then man, the phrase is further 
fetcht, and less proper of God then of man. 

Further (f#:1001),v. Forms: a.1fyréran,-ian, 
2-4 furSrien, 3 Orm. firrprenn, worth. firther, 
4 ferthren, -ther, furthren, 4, 6 Sc. furthir, (6 
furthur), 6-8 furder, 4- further. 8. 3-4 for- 
thren, 4 forper, -thor, 4-6 forther, -ire, 5, 8 
forder. See also Fartumr v. [OF. fyrdr(2)an, 
f. furdor, -dra FuRTHER adv. and aaj. ; equivalent 
forms are OHG. furdiren (MHG. viirdern, mod. 
G. fordern); cf. also OHG. fordaréin (MHG. 
vordern, mod.G. fordern) to further, call forth, 
demand. ] 

1. trans. To help forward, assist (usually things ; 
less frequently + persons) ; to promote, favour (an 


action or movement), Cf. FARTHER v. | Also ao ° 


Jurther forth, on. : 
c888 K, AitrreD Boeth. xxxix. § 2 Pet hi magen henan 
$a yflan and fyrprian ba godan. c1z00 Trin. Coll. Hom. 11 
Ac alle bo be leued bat swilch ping hem muje furdrie oder 
letten, ben cursed of godes mude. c1200 ORMIN 1250 3iff 
pu firrpresst fremmde menn. a@12z5 Ancr. R. 156 Det tet 
swudest auaunced & furdred hit, pet is onlich stude. a 1300 
Cursor M. 27918 Sua vr flexs to firper and fede, pat it fale 
in na dedli dede. @1310 in Wright Lyric P. xxxvi. 99 
God, that dezedest on the rod, Al this world to forthren ant 
fylle. ¢ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. 11. pr. iv. 4t (Camb. MS.), I 
haue sumwhat auaunced and forpered be, quod she, 1412-20 
Lyne. Chron. Troy 1.x, For me to further Clio came to late. 
1477 Eart Rivers (Caxton) Dictes 18 Ire..furthereth all 
euyl. 1513 Doucias 4 nels v. xiii. 112 And furthir hym eik 
sall I Ontil Avern, clepit the loch ofhell. 1866in Keith Wzs¢. 
Ch. Scotd. (1734) 331 The saids Rebels. . promittit they should 
forder him to the Crown Matrimoniall. 1577 B. Goocr 
HHeresbach’s Hush, w. (1586) 158 You must .. further their 
laying, by giving them meates for the purpose. 1603 KNoLLES 
Hist. Turks (1621) 877 Furthered with a faire gale of wind. 
1664 PowEr £xf. Philos. Pref. 20 A more wary Builder may 
be very much further’d byit. 1715 M. Davies A then. Brit. 
I. 172 Barnevelt’s hard Fate was occasion'd or further’d on by 
Maurice. 1777-1808 Mayne Siler Gun 111.xxv, Here Discord 
strave new broils to forder. 1816 Scorr Old Mort. xi, To 
remain together in arms for furthering the covenanted work 
of reformation. 1866 Gro. Evior /. Holt ix, I came to see 
--if you had any wishes that I could further. 1869 Rocrrs 
Pref. to Adam Smith's W. N.\. 6 The necessity of further- 

ing a general system of school training. 

absol. 1560-78 Biste (Genev.) To Chr. Rdr. 52 Some 
notable worde .. which may greatly further .. for memorie. 
1607 S. Hizron Defence 1. 160 Wheras the addition of 2 or 
3 wordes oftentimes furthereth to the meaning. 

+2. To honour. Ods. rare. 

¢€1374 Cuaucer Avel. §& Arc. 273 And thenken yee that 
ferthered be your name To love a newe. c1400 Desir. 
Troy 11170 To forther pat fre with fynerall seruys. 

3. intr. To go on, continue ; to advance, make 
progress. Ods. exc. Sc. 

c12z00 Trin, Coll, Hom. 107 Eft sone sum godes giue is 
bigunnen alse rihte leue and furdred alse trust. ¢1350 
Will. Palerne 5397 And touche we ferre as pis tale forperes. 
1560 Rotianp C7t. Venus u. 378 Wald thow further and 

rosper in thy wais. 1789 D. Davipson Seasons, etc. 182 

ha fastest rides does aft least forder. 1794 Burns Hee 
Balou 10 Thro’ the Lawlands, o’er the border, Weel, my 
babie, may thou furder. 

+4. trans. To put (an event) further; to defer, 
postpone. Oés. 

1529 Wotsey Let. to [Crumwedl] in St. Papers (1830) I. 
po The ferderyng and puttyng ovyr of your commyng 

yther hath. .increasyd my sorowe. 

Furtherance (fo 1Serans). Forms: a. 5-7 
forp-, fortheraunce, -ans, forderance, (5 fir- 
therance, foderance), 6 fordraunce, 7 forther- 
ance. 8. 5-7 furtheraunce, (7 -ence), 6-7 furder- 
ance, -aunce, -auns, 5- furtherance. See also 
FAaRTHERANCE. [f. FURTHER v.+-ANCE.] 

1. The fact or state of being furthered or helped 
forward ; the action of helping forward ; advance- 





- disobedience. 
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ment, aid, assistance. Also comcr. a means or source 
of help. 

c1440 York Myst. xxvi. 48 Yf pat false faytor Your 
fortheraunce may fang. 1494 Fanyan Chron. an. 1448 
(1559) II. 446 For the furtheraunce of this purpose. 1551 
Recorpe Pathw. Knowl. u. Pref., All suche..shall finde 
greate ease and furtheraunce by this simple .. forme of 
writinge. 1606 Sc. Acts Fas. VI (1814) 1V. 286 For the 
greater forderance and better executioun of justice. 1610 
Hearey St. Aug. Citie of God i. xi. (1620) 19 The pompes 
of the funeralls are rather solaces to the liuing then further- 
ances to the dead. 1640-1 Airkcudbr. War-Comm. Min. 
Bk. (x855) 72 Expecting your fortherance in all. 1748 F. 
Smitu Voy. Disc, I. 89 Thinking of the many Furtherances 
this Voyage received from that honourable Knight. 1831 
CartyLe Sart, Res. (1858) 4 Issuing..with every external 
furtherance, it is of such internal quality as to set Neglect 
at defiance. 1844 H. H. Witson Brit. Judia II. 422 In 
furtherance of this project, she kept her son in a state of 
ignorance and vice. 1875 Heirs Zss., Organ. Daily Life 
174 Some few furtherances have been shown. 

2. Coal-mining. (See quot. 1883.) 

1851 in GREENWELL Coal-trade Terms 27. 1883 GRESLEY 
Gloss. Coal Mining, Furtherance (North), an additional sum 
of money paid per score to hewers, putters, &c. as an allow- 
ance in respect of inferior coal, a bad roof, a fault, &c, 

Hence + Fu-rtherancer Ods. rave—'. One who 
gives furtherance to (anything). 

1599 Haywarp 1st Pt. Hen. [V, 6 A dissolute and dishonest 
life, which findeth some followers when it findeth no 
furtherancers. 

Furtherer (fo 1Sare1). Also 5 furtherar, 6 
ford-, fortherer. See also FarRTHERER. [f. 
FURTHER v,. + -ER!.] One who or that which 
furthers or helps forward; a helper, promoter, 
supporter; an aid or encouragement. 

1390 GowER Conf. III, 111 The brighte sonne .. furtherer 
of the daies light. c1465 Eng. Chron. (Camd. 1856) 23 
He was our furtherar and promoter. 1555 App. PARKER Ps. 
E iij, The Psalme..is a furtherer to them which go forwarde 
to vertue. 1594 BiuNDEvIL Z-verc. mt. 1. i. (ed. 7) 278 
Leaving to speak of the first inventers, or of the furtherers 
of these Sciences, 1630 Lorp Banians 32 Making the 
profits..the furtherers of ryot and excesse. 1691 Woop 
Ath, Oxon. I, 297 He was a continual favourer and furtherer 
of learning. 1828 Lanpor Jag. Conv. Wks. 1846 I. 315 
Ploughs and oxen are not instruments and furtherers of 
1867 Sat. Rev. 26 Oct. 535/1 The fate which 
seems to turn men .. into furtherers of a cause which they 
know to be evil. 

+ Furtherfo:rth, adv. Obs. [f. Furtaer adv. 
+ FortH adv.] Further on; to a greater distance 
or extent. 

a1541 Wyatt Poet, Wks. (1861) 182 Further-forth he starts 
With venom’d breath. 1583 Gotpinc Calvin on Deut. vi. 
33 Not to be inquisitiue of Gods trueth furtherfoorth than 
it is vttered in the holy scriptures. 1587 — De Mornay xxi. 
(1617) 355 Open the booke furtherfoorth at all aduenture 
wheresoeuer you list. 

+ Furtherhead. Ods. In 4 forper-, furper- 
hed(e, -heed. [f. FURTHER @.+-HEAD.] Priority. 

¢1380 Wyciir Sed. Wks. 1.75 Joon spekib of forperhede 
of manhede of Crist bifore Ioon in grace, and also in 
worpynes. /éid. III. 78 Pe first furperheed is forperhed of 
comynge forp and be topir forperheed is furperheed of kynde, 

Furthering (fo 1erin), v2. sb. Obs. exc. arch. 
[OE. fyrdrung furtherance, f. fyrdvian: see Fur- 
THER v. and -ING1,] The action of the vb. 
FURTHER. 

c1000 Sax. Leechd. II. 208 Sz smylte zesihd ceapas fyr- 
Orunge ze[tacnad]. ¢c1384 Cuaucer /7. Fame u.128 Thou.. 
ever mo of love enditest..in his folkes furtherynges. 1390 
Gower Conf. I, 182 Take a newe faith, Which shall be 
forthringe of thy life. cx440 Prom. Parv.174/1 Fortherynge, 
promocio. 1526 TInDALE PAi/. i, 12 The gretter furtherynge 
off the gospell. 1623 WHITBOURNE WVew/oundland 8 They 
are a great furthering to diuers Ships voiages. 1864 CARLYLE 
Fredk, Gt. xvi. i, There is eager Furthering of the 
Husbandries. ‘ 

+ ¥Fwrthering, #//. a. Obs. [f. FuRTHER 2. 
+-1nG2.] That furthers, aids, or helps; helpful. 
Of a gale: Favourable. 

1418 Z. £. Wills (1882) 38 Y pray hem bat bey be well 
wyllet and forderyng to here. 1494 Fasyan Chron. vu. 486 
Y¢ mayre..was nat quyk or fortherynge in that mater. 1599 
siren 7 Voy. Il, 1%. 102 The winde .. blew a furthering 
gale. 

Furtherly, . and adv. 
adv. + -LY 1 and 2.] 

A. adj. Obs. exc, dial, 
a. Adapted to further, favourable. b. In a for- 
ward condition, advanced. e. dza/.(see quot. 1855.) 

1513 More Rich. III Wks. 38/x He.. thought that 
their deuision shoulde bee..a fortherlye’begynnynge to the 
pursuite of his intente. 1571 Durham Defos, (Surtees) 238 
The matter was so furtherlye bytwix them 2, that neither 
his frends nor hir frends can hynder the same, 1855 
Roszinson Whitby Gloss., Furtherly, forward and flourishing. 

+B. adv. a. In an onward direction, inadvance; 
hence, completely thoroughly. b. = FURTHER adv. 
c¢1200 OrMIN 14812 He [Faraon] comm swa forrberrli3 batt 
all hiss follc was inne. a1225 Ancr. R. 236 Pet oder is, pet 
he furderluker eched his pine. a1300 Cursor M. 1585 Pe 
find wend .. bat .. Man kind war til his wil bekend Sua 
forperli pat [etc.]. c¢xq400 Maunpev. (Roxb.) xxxi, 141 Pir 
husband sall hafe his actioun agaynes him before be iusticez 
of be land, als fortherly as he had bene aboute for to slae 
him, 1494 Fasyan Chron. v. cxl. 127 To the correccyon of 
suche as be lerned, & not oonly to Englysshe reders as 
there is fortherly declared. 1523 Act 14 § 15 Hen. VIII, 
c. 5 § 2 That it pleas your Highnes with th’ assent. . furtherlie 
to enacte ordeign and stablisshe that [etc.]. 


[f Furruer a. and 











FURTHEST. 


Furthermore (fi-1321mo6e1), adv. See also 
FARTHERMORE. ([f. FuRTHER adv. + MORE adv.] 

+1. Toa more advanced point of progress, still 
further; = FuRTHER adv. 1a. Occas. with omission 
of go. Obs. 

¢ 1200 ORMIN 7338 Pe sterrne comm riht till batt hus & flah 
itt ta na forrberr mar. @1300 Cursor M. 6543 Par-wit for- 
per-mar he yede. 1375 Barsour Bruce vu. 8 [Bruce] said 
he mycht no forthirmar. 14.. Yuzdale's Vis. 991 Com 
furder more and folow me. c1425 Craft Nombrynge 
(E.E. T.S.) 8 Do away pe cifer & pat 1. & sette pere 8. ban 
go forthermore. 1552 LynpEsay Monarche 4401 Father, or 
me pare forther more, Quhen did begyn thare temporall 
glore 

+2. Toa greater extent, more; = FURTHER adv. 2. 

@1300 Cursor M, 27958 Forthermar o pis lecheri agh i pe 
noght to specifie. 1340 HampoLtre Pr. Cousc. 2892 Now wille 
I rede forthermare, And shew yhow of sum paynes pat er 
eee c1450 St. Cuthbert (Surtees) 7247 3it forthir mare of 

e same. 

3. Besides, also, moreover ; = FURTHER adv. 3. 

e1275 XJ Pains of Hell 67 in O. E. Misc. 149 A hwel of 
stele is furper mo, 1411 Rolls of Parit. 111. 650/2 Further- 
more, the forsaid Lord the Roos..schall forgevyn the forsaid 
Robert. 1483 Caxton Gold, Leg. 400b/1 Yet he sayd 
furthermore who so compleyneth is no monke. 1555 SPURGE 
in Strype Zcc?. Alem. III. App. xl. 110 Furthermore .. we 
humbly beseech thee. 1614 RaLeicH Hist. World 1, iv. § 3 
Furthermore..the leaues, body, and boughes, of this Tree 
. .exceede all other Plants. 1730 BotincBrokeE in Szwz/?'s 
Lett. (1766) II. 109 And furthermore, I think myselfin honour 
bound to acknowledge, that [etc.]. 1820 Keats /saéeda lviii, 
And, furthermore her brethren wonder’d much Why she sat 
drooping. 187x SmiLtes Charac, ii. (1876) 55 Furthermore, 
to direct the power of the home aright, women. .need [etc.]. 

+4, Of time: Henceforth, subsequently. Oés. 

@1300 Cursor M. 28677 Pis man sais .. bat him reuys his 
sinnes sare, and will for-bere bam forbire mare. c¢1430 7wo 
Cookery-bks. 1. 29 Rede Rose—Take pe same, saue a-lye it 
with pe 3olkys of eyroun & forper-more as vyolet. 

Furthermost (fo15e1mo:st), a. Also 4 for- 
thirmaste. See also FarTHExmost. [f. F ukTHER a. 
+ -MOSsT.] 

+1. Foremost, first. Ods. 

2ax400 Morte Arth, 3331 The forthirmaste was..The 
faireste of fyssnamy pat fourmede was euer. ¢ 1400 A/elayne 
721 One the forthirmaste daye of Auerille. 

2. Most distant or remote. 

1765 Foote Commissary 1. Wks. 1799 II. 16 The further- 
most cushion in the window, 1786 S. Hasweti Victoria 
I. 51 We were sitting in an arbour at the furthermost part 
of the garden. 1860 Pusry J/in. Progh. 266 He instantly 
sets himself to flee to the then furthermost West. 

+Furtherous, a. Oés. [f. FURTHER v. +-OUS.] 
= FURTHERSOME I. 

1597 J. Payne Royal Exch. 3 Vessells for his glorie, 
furtherouse to his churche. 1620 tr. Boccaccio s Decanteron 
6b, Wee may very well hope that Fortune will be furtherous 
to our purposed journey. 

+ Fu:rthero'ver, adv. Obs. [f. FURTHER adv. 
+ Over adv.] Besides, moreover. 

¢1386 Cuaucer Pars. 7. ? 231 Forther ouer contricion 
moste be continueel. 1623 Liste 4 J/Fic on O. & N. Test. 
Pref. 16 Furtherover, these monuments of reverend antiquitie 
.. will in many places convince of affected obscurity some 
late translators. 

Furthersome (f7'1S01sim), a. Also 9 Sc. for-, 
furdersome. [f. FURTHER v. or adv. + -SOME.] 

1. Adapted to further or help forward, advan- 


tageous, helpful. Const. fo. 

1626 W. ScLaTER Lxfos. 2 Thess. (1629) 3 That state, 
that is most furthersome to Gods seruice. 1637 Declar. 
Pfaltzgrave’s Faith 19 It is most comfortable and further- 
some vnmeasurably to the believers. 1827 CARLYLE Ger. 
Rom. IV. 242 A principle which he had often. .perceived 
for himself to be furthersome and reasonable, 1832 /vaser’s 
Mag. V1. 387 So furthersome an instrument Honorio would 
never leave behind. 1845 CarLyLe Cromwell (1871) I. 68 
Two little pieces of advice which may prove furthersome to 
him. 1880 Academy 23 Oct. 301/1 An interesting perform- 
ance, highly furthersome to the interests of the drama. 

2. Inclined to go forward ; rash, venturous. 

1862 Histor Prov. Scot. 195 They are eith hindered that 
are no furdersome. . 1896 ‘Ian Macraren’ Kate Carnegie 
(ed. 2) 118 He’s young and fordersome (rash), but gude stuff 
for a’ his pliskies (frolics). ‘ 

+ Furtherward, adv. Obs. [f. FuRTHER adv, 
+ -WARD.] Forward; straight on. Of time: 
Henceforth. 

a 1300 Cursor M. 5480 In egipt held he bam sa hard, Als 
i sal tel yow forber-ward. /dzd, 7525 Ne forperward ne 
yeitt o bake. J/ézd. 13958 Ai fra bis dai fortherward pe 
Tues. .soght ihesu at do to ded. 

Furthest (fo-13ést), @ and adv. Also (? 4) 5 
fyrthest, fertherest, forthest(e, 6 furdest. See 
also FartueEst. [super]. formed (app. in the 14th c.) 
to correspond to the comparative FURTHER. 

The instances in the 14th c. are somewhat doubtful (at 
least with regard to the precise form of the word), owing to 
the absence of contemporary MSS.] 

A. adj. 

1. Most advanced in any direction. Also as the 
superl. of Far a. (now usually superseded by 
FARTHEST) ; Situated at the greatest distance, most 


remote. “it. and fig. 
1374 Cuaucer BLoeth. tv. pr. vi. (Skeat) 86 pilke [cercle] 
t 1s outterest..is unfolden by larger spaces in so moche as 
it is forthest [J7S. C. axd ed. Thynne fertherest] fro be 
middel simplicitee of be poynt, 1390 Gower Conf. I. 108 
Whan I wende next have be.. Than was I furthest ate 
laste. 1559 W. CuNNINGHAM Cosmogr. ee 60 Ports- 
8-2 


FURTHY. 


mouth, whiche is the furdest place on the south shore 
of Englande. 1899 Suaxs. Much Ado u. i. 275, I will 
fetch you a tooth-picker now from the furthest inch of Asia. 
1725 Swirrt Corr, Wks. 1841 Il. 576 The furthest corner 
of Naboth’s vineyard. 1779 Burke Corr. (1844) Il. 293 
Those who are the furthest in the world from you in 
religious tenets. a@188x Rossett1 House of Life x, He 
who seeks her beauty’s furthest goal. 

2. +a. In past time: Earliest, first (os.). b. In 
future time: Latest. Ods. exc. adsol. in at (the) 


furthest. 

1gs2 Epw. VI Fru. 25 Oct., That they might be in such 
place..by Christmas or Candlemas at the furdest. 1599 
Haxcvuyr Voy. Il. 1. 85 He should take the towne in 
fifteene dayes, or a moneth at the furthest. «1648 Lop. 
Hersert Life (1886) 30 When I came to talk, one of the 
furthest inquiries I made was, how I came into this world ? 
1653 H. Cocan tr. Pinto’s Trav. i. 2 The funeral pomp of 
King Emanuel was celebrated at Lisbon, namely..Decem- 
ber 1521, which is the furthest thing I can remember. 

B. adv. To or at the greatest distance, farthest. 
¢1374 Cuaucer Boeth. wv. pr. vi. (Skeat) 9t Thilke thing 
that departeth forthest [47.5S. A and C fyrthest) fro the first 
thoght of god. 1559 W. CunnincHAM Cosmogr. Glasse_156 
Th’other part furdest Weast, noted wyth F. @1577 Gas- 
coIcnE Hearbes, Weedes, etc. Wks. (1587) 185 The stiffe and 
strongest arme..shootes furdest stil. 1729 BuTLer Sev. 
Wks. 1874 II. 192 Ideas. .the furthest removed from anything 
sensual. 1886 D.C. Murray Aunt Rachel 11.68 Even when 
his thoughts wandered furthest, he was mechanically ac- 
curate. 

Comb. 1880 Grapstone in Daily News 28 Feb. 3/2 From 
the highest Tory to the furthest-going Home Ruler. 

Furthy,@. Sc. Var. of Fortay a. Hence Fu'r- 
thiness. 

a1658 J. Durnam Exp. Commandm. (1675) 360 There is 
a gadding, and a so called furthiness, especially in women 
.. which is exceedingly offensive. 1777-1808 Mayne Sz//er 
Gun i. xliv, Less furthy dames (wha cou’d resist them !) Th’ 
example take. a18x0 TANNAHILL Poents (1846) 58 Thy furthy, 
kindly, takin’ gait. 

Furtive (fo-itiv), a. [a. F. furtif, furtive, ad. 
L. furtivus, f. fiir thief; cf. furtum theft, furtin 
ady., by stealth.] 

1. Done by stealth or with the hope of escaping 
observation ; clandestine, surreptitious, secret, un- 
perceived. 

1490 [implied in FurtiveLy]. 1612 Woopati Surg. Mate 
Wks. (1653) 301 In wounds, where no Gangrena may be 
suspected. .nor furtive hemorrhage, &c. 1635 J. Haywarp 
tr. Biondi’s Banish’'d Virg. Stolen embraces and furtive 
births prov’d to be ever the best. 1656 Artif Handsone, 
96 By a furtive simulation. 1787-9 Worpsw. Lvening 
Walk 423 Tender cares and mild domestic loves With 
furtive watch pursue her as she moves, 1824 W. IrviNG 
T. Trav. 1. 106, I noticed the same singular, and, as it 
were, furtive glance, over the shoulder. 1855 THACKERAY 
Newcomes I, 128 The proprietor of the house cowered over 
a bed-candle, and a furtive tea-pot in the back drawing- 
room, 1877 GLapstonr Glean. IV. xx. 354 It does not at 
once appear how the Canal could be secured against the 
furtive scuttling of ships. 

b. Hebrew Gram. (See quot.) 

1852 tr. Gesenius’ Hebr. Gram. 42 [Between a strong and 
unchangeable vowel and a final guttural] there is involun- 
tarily uttered a hasty @ (Pathach furtive) .. Analogous to 
this is our use of a furtive e before » after long [vowels]; 
ef here (sounded hé°r), fire (fi°r). 

. Of a person, etc.: Stealthy, sly. 

1858 Lytron What will he do u. xiv, There was some- 
thing furtive and sinister about the man. 1865 DickENS 
Mut. Fr. wu. i, Eyeing him with furtive eyes. 1867 M. 
Arnotp St, Brandan, That furtive mien, that scowling eye. 

3. Obtained by theft, stolen: also in milder sense, 
taken by stealth or secretly. 

1718 Prior So/omon 1, 500 Do they [planets]. . Dart furtive 
beams, and glory not their own? 1729 SavaGe Wanderert. 
293 He clear’d, manur’d, enlarg’d ihe furtive ground. 1864 

irK Chas. Bold I. i. 25 The patches from which a furtive 
harvest was thus gathered. 1894 J. T. Fowrer Adamunan 

Introd, 53 Columba’s furtive copy from St. Finnian’s psalter. 

4, Thievish, pilfering. 

1816 Kirsy & Sp. Extonzol, (1843) II. 30 Ants whose em- 
ployment is to mine for gold and from whose vengeance the 
furtive Indian is constrained to fly on the swift camel’s 
back. 1873 Burton Hist. Scot. VI. lxx. 208 The High- 
lander could not be absolutely trusted to withhold his 
furtive hand from the flocks of his chief’s friend. 1885 7/at 
Very Mab viii. 129 ‘Che farmers were so much plagued by 
the furtive bird. 

Hence Fu'rtively adv., Fu'rtiveness. 

1490 Caxton Euneydos xix. 69, | wold not haue departed 
furtyuely out of thy land, 1765 Sterne 77. Shandy VIII. 
xxiv, One lambent delicious fire, furtively shooting out 
from every part of it. 1838 Dickens Wich. Nick. xxvi, 
Sir Mulberry. .had been furtively trying to discover whence 
Kate had so suddenly appeared. 1862 Miss Brapvon 
Lady Audley viii. 55 My lady’s pale-faced maid, who 
looked furtively under her white eye-lashes at the two 
young men, 1884 tr. Lotze’s Metaph. 211 The implied 
idea by which, whether furtively or explicitly, we console 
ourselves. 1896 Westm. Gaz. 4 Aug. 1/3 Strolling, as we 
do..through the press and bustle, we can sometimes cap- 
ture a small hasty furtiveness. 

+ Furtuo'se, a. Obs. rare. [ad. med.L. fur- 
tuos-us, f. L. furtum theft: see -osz.] ‘Much 
given to theft or stealing’ (Bailey, vol. II. 1727). 

Furuncle (fitieryjk’l). [ad. L. ftruncul-us, 
orig. ‘little thief’, dim. of far. Cf. F. furoncle 
Fronouz.] <A boil or inflammatory tumour. 

1676 WisEMAN Chirurg. Treat. 1. vil. 43 Sorely afflicted 
with a Furuncle within his Nostrils. 1743 tr. //edster’s 


Surg. 195 A Boil or Furuncle is a small resisting Tumor. 4 Bowen Virg, 42neid 1. 69 Arm with fury the winds. 
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1856 Kane Arct. Expl. II. xx. 204, [had relieved her from 
much suffering by opening a furuncle. 1872 F, G. Tuomas 
Dis. Women 105 Vhe peculiar blood state which results in 
the development of furuncles and carbuncles. 

Furuncular (fiuryykivlax), a. [f. L. farun- 
cul-us (see FURUNCLE)+-AR.] Of, pertaining to, 
or characterized by furuncles or boils. 

1844-57 G. Birp Urin. Deposits (ed. 5) 457 Furuncular 
disease of cellular tissue. 1847-9 Topp Cyc. Anat. IV. 
438/1 The scapular region is sometimes the seat of furun- 
cular inflammation. 1875 H.C. Woop Therap. (1879) 569 
A most painful furuncular eruption. é 

So Furw'neuloid a. [-o1], resembling a furuncle 
or boil. 

1860 R. Fow.er Med. Vocab., Furunculoid, 

Furunculous (fiura'ykizles), a. [f. L. fairun- 
cul-us FURUNCLE + -OUS.] = FURUNCULAR. 

1861 Huwme tr. Moguin- Tandon 11, vil. vil. 367 A furun- 
culous tumour produced by a Filaria. 1890 Goutp Vew 
Dict. Med., Furunculous, pertaining to the continuous pro- 
duction of furuncules, 

Fury (fiir), sd. Forms: 5 furey, 4-6 furye, 
4-7 -ie, 5-fury. [a. F. furze (14th c. in Littré), 
ad. L. furia, related to furveére to rage, be mad. 
(OFr. had originally fazre).] 

1. Fierce passion, disorder or tumult of mind 
approaching madness; esf. wild anger, frenzied 
rage; also, a fit or access of such passion. 

The pl. is sometimes used in imitation of F. /furies or L. 
Suriz. 

¢ 1374 Cuaucer Tvoylus 1v. 817 (845) Anoy, smert, drede, 
fury and eek siknesse. /did, v. 212 ‘To bedde he goth and 
weyleth there and torneth In furie, as dooth he, Ixion, in 
helle. c1430 Lypc. Alin. Poems 206 Sobre and appeese 
suche folk as falle in furye. x49x Act 7 Hen. VII, 
c. 15 Certeyn persones..murdred..in an outrageous hedy 
furey..John Mountagu late Erle of Sarum. 1564 Child 
Marriages, etc. (1897) 123 Biecause the wordes were 
spoken in a furye. 1611 Biste Gen. xxvii. 44 Tary with 
him a few dayes, vntill thy brothers furie turne away. 1621 
Burton Anat. Mel ut. iv. 1. i. 706 As Plato doth in his 
Conuiuio make mention of two distinct furies ; and amongst 
our Neotericks, Hercules de Saxonia..doth expressly treat 
of it [religious melancholy] in a distinct Species. a 168: 
Stpney Disc. Govt. 1. xix. (1704) 46 A Poison that woul 
fill the gentlest Spirits with the most violent Furys, 1692 
Dryven St, Zvremont’s Ess. 351 He..fellinto such strange 
furies, that [etc.]. 1704 F. Futter Med. Gyn. (1705) 159 
(Aypochondria), Tis the first Fury that is the most Dan- 
gerous and Violent. 1713 Swirt, etc. Hrenzy F. Dennis Wks. 
1755 III. 1. 146 He flung down the book in a terrible fury. 
1756 Burke Vind. Nat. Soc. Wks.1.37 When Alexander 
had in his fury inhumanly butchered one of his best friends. 
1866 ConINGTON A@meid x11. 410 Such furies in his bosom 
rise. 1879 Farrar St. Paz (1883) 118 He could hardly 
have addressed them in words more calculated to kindle 
their fury. 

b. of beasts, 


1592 Suaks. Rom. & Ful. ut. iii. 111 Thy wild acts denote 
The vnreasonable Furie of a beast. 1611 Biste Wisd. vii. 20 
The natures of liuing creatures,and the furies of wilde beasts. 
1698 Fryer Ace. EL. India & P. 298 A large Camel raging 
with Lust for the Female..This Fury lasts Forty Days. 
1727 Swirt Gulliver u. vii, Unable to defend himself from 
..the fury of wild beasts. 1774 Gotpsm. Wat, Hist. (1776) 
IV. 288 In such a case, there was no method of appeasing 
its fury, but by giving it something to eat. 

2. Fierce impetuosity or violence ; esf. warlike 
rage, fierceness in conflict, attack, or the like. 
‘+ Rarely, fierce cruelty. 

1534 Exyor tr. /socrates’ Docty. Princes 9b, Dooe thou 
nothyng in furie, sens other men knowe what time and 
occasion is meetest for the. 1553 BrenpE Q. Curtius Iv. 
42b, Two thousand whome the furye of the slaughter had 
lefte on lyue. 1601 R. Jonnson Kinga. & Coma, (1603) 
4x In assaulting of tounes and fortresses, I confesse furie to 
be of great moment. 1630 /éd. 13 If ever your eares heard of 
more hellish furies than those which these Princes have put 
in execution. 1712 Pore Sfect. No. 408 P 7 "Tis fit the 
Fury of the Coursers should not be too great for the 
Strength of the Charioteer. 1726 Adv, Capt. R. Boyle 155 
The Fight continu’d half an Hour with the utmost Fury. 
1769 Junius Lett. xv. 65 ‘The extremes of alternate indo- 
lence or fury..have governed your whole administration. 
1805 Scotr Last A/insir. 1. vii, The furies of the Border 
war. 1856 Emerson “ng. Traits, Race Wks. (Bohn) II. 31 
To hunt with fury..all the game that is in nature. 

b. Hist. Zhe (Spanish) Lury: the massacre 
perpetrated by the Spaniards at Antwerp in Oct.— 
Nov. 1576. 

1576 Heron Let, 10 Novy. in Arb, Garner VIII. 166 To 
answer and content the Spanish soldiers and others who, in 
the Fury, entered our said House. 1855 Morirey Rise 
Dutch Repub. 11. 116 It was called the Spanish Fury, by 
which dread name it has been known for ages, : 

3. dransf. of things (e.g. of a tempest, the wind, 
a raging malady, etc.). 

1585 ‘I’. Wasnincron tr. Wicholay's Voy. 1. xi. 46b, In 
despite of the rayne, wind, and furye of the sea. 1599 R. 
Lincue Anc. Fiction Vija, Vhose places which, by the 
ardent furie of the sunnes vertue, become drie. 1662 STILL- 
INGFL. Orig. Sacy. 11. iv. § 5 These waters falling down 
with so much fury and violence. 1697 Dampier Voy. I. 
xiii, 348 Before the Winds abated of their fury. 1698 Fryer 
Acc. E. India §& P. 235 Had not the late unusuall Rain 
something allayed the Fury of the Heats. 1726 Adv. 
Capt. R. Boyle 127 Leaving their naked Bodies expos’d to 
the Fury of the Storm, 1742 Lond. & Country Brew. 1. 
(ed. 4) 51 For retarding and keeping back any Drink that is 
too much heated in working. .it may be broke into several 
other Tubs, where, by its shallow Lying, it will be taken 
off its Fury. 1756 C. Lucas Zss, Waters 1, 217 All his 
former complaints rage with more than double fury, 1887 














FURZE. 


b. phr. Zzke fury: furiously, ‘like mad’. co//og. 

1840 Loner. in Life (1891) I. 359 The last eighteen miles 
it rained like fury. 

4. Inspired frenzy, as of one possessed by a god 
or demon; esp. poetic ‘rage’. Now rare. 

1546 Lanciry Pol. Verg. de Invent. 1. xix. 33b, When 
they prophesie in manner of furie, and rauishinge of mynde. 
1563 B. Gooce Eglogs i. (Arb.) 32 O Cupyde kynge of 
fyerye Loue..with Furye fyll my brayne, That I may able be 
to tell, the cause of Louers payne. 1581S1pNEY Aol. Poetrie 
(Arb.) 72 They are so beloued of the Gods, that whatsoeuer 
they write, proceeds ofa diuine fury. 1597 Mortey /utvod. 
Mus. 35 This hath been a mightie musicall furie, which 
hath caused him to shewe such diuersitie in so small 
bounds. 1604 SHaks. Oth. m1. iv. 72 A Sybill..In her 
Prophetticke furie sow’d the Worke. 1676 Hosses //iad 
Pref. (1686) 5 The Sublimity of a Poet, which is that Poetical 
Fury which the Readers for the most part call for. 170 
Pore Thebais 3 A sacred fury fires My ravish’d breast, an 
all the Muse inspires. 1707 Curios. in Hush. §& Gard. 74 
All that Enthusiasm or poetick Fury could inspire. i 

5. One of the avenging deities (L. Furix, Dire, 
Gr. “Epwves, Evpevides), dread goddesses with 
snakes twined in their hair, sent from Tartarus to 
avenge wrong and punish crime: in later accounts, 
three in number (Tisiphone, Megzera, Alecto). 
Hence gez. An avenging or tormenting infernal 
spirit. 

¢1385 CuAucer L. G. W. 2252 Philomela, The furies 
three with alle hir mortel brond. ¢ 1386 — Avt,’s 7. 1826 
Out of the ground a furie [v.7~. fyr(e, fir(e] infernal sterte. 
From Pluto sent, at requeste of Saturne. 1574 Wirr. Mag., 
Cordila xxiv, Art thou some fury sent? My wofull corps 
with paynes to more tormente? 1596 SpENSER /’. Q. Iv. i. 26 
For she at first was borne of hellish brood And by infernall 
furies nourished. 1614 Be. Hatt Recol/. Treat. 111 Thou 
shalt neuer want furies so long as thou hast thy selfe. 1667 
Mitton P. ZL. x. 620 Had not the folly of Man Let in 
these wastful Furies. 1709 STEELE Zatler No. 137 P 3 
Thunder, Furies, and Damnation! I'll cut your Ears off. 
1737 Wuiston Yosephus’ Hist. vi. iii. § 4 Be thou a fury 
[ovig. "Epivis] to these seditious varlets. 1838 ARNoLD 
Hist. Rome (1846) I, vii. 106 All prayed that the furies 
of her father’s blood might visit her with vengeance. 1840 
Macautay £ss., Clive (1865) II. 104/1 He [Surajah Dowlah] 
sat gloomily in his tent, haunted, a Greek poet would have 
said, by the furies of those who had cursed him with their 
last breath in the Black Hole. e 

b. Used for: One of the three ‘Fates’ or 
farce. 

1637 Mitton Lycidas 75 Comes the blind Fury with the 
abhorred shears And slits the thin-spun life. 

6. ¢ransf. One who is likened to an infernal 
spirit or minister of vengeance; esp. a ferociously 
angry or malignant woman. 

¢1374 Cuaucer 7voylus v. 1498 And of the holy serpent, 
and the welie, And of the furies, al she gan him telle. 
ax61r Beaum. & Fi. Philaster u. iv, Come, sir, you put 
me to a woman’s madness, The glory of a fury. 1611 Biste 
2 Macc. vii. 9 Thou like a fury takest vs out of this present 
life. 1676 Drypen Aurengz. u. Wks. 1883 V. 224 Remem- 
ber, sir, your fury of a wife. 1687 T, Brown Saints in 
Uproar Wks. 1730 I. 73 Here’s a termagant fury, St. Ursula 
by name. 17:9 DE For Crusoe 1. xvi, He flew upon his 
murderers like a fury. 1768 Gotpsm. Good-n. Man 1. i, 
There was the old deaf dowager, as usual, bidding like a 
fury against herself. 1843 Macautay Zss. Mad. D’ Arblay 
(1865) II. 307/1 The card-table of the old Fury to whom 
she was tethered, 1873-4 Dixon 7wo Queens IV. xx. v. 
149 When the King’s confessor went to Oxford, he was 
stoned by female furies in the Market Place. 

b. humorously, of things. 

1856 Kane Arct. Expi. I. xv. 167 Facing the little lobster- 
red fury of a stove. 

7. attrib. and Comb., as fury-form, rage; fury- 
haunted, -moving adjs.; fury-like adj. and ady. 
+ Also fury fire, app. a technical term for a white 
heat. 

1644 Dicsy Nat. Bodies 1. iii. 21 When the smith and 
the glassemender driue theire white and *fury fires (as the 
terme them). 1866 Conincton /ne/d vit. 282 There Cati- 
line Hangs poised above the infernal deep With *Fury-forms 
behind. 1735 SomerviLLE Chase 11. 468 So the poor *Fury- 
haunted Wretch .. still seems to hear The dying Shrieks. 
1600 Fairrax Zasso xv. lviii, My angrie soule. .*furie like 
in snakes and fire brands drest, Shall aie torment thee. 1714 
Ken Hymns Evang. Poet. Wks. 1721 I. 49 Alldream'd that 
Herod Fury-like appear’d. @1748 THomson Soxg, Come, 
gentle God of soft desire, Come, and possess my happy 
breast ; Not, fury-like, in flames and fire, In rapture, rage, 
and nonsense, drest. 1597 Dante Civ. Wars tv. xlv, Forth- 
with, began these *fury-mouing sounds. 1513 DouGLas 
AE nets xii, ii, 129 With sykkin *fury rage catchit is he. 

+Fuwry, v. Obs. rare. [f. prec. sb.] ref. 
To drive oneself to fury, become infuriated, 

1628 Fettuam Resolves 1, x. (1631) 29 As I would not 
neglect a suddaine good opportunity; so I would not fury 
my-selfe in the search, 4 

So Fwrying ///. a., raging, moving with fury. 

a1861 CLroucu Life § Duty vii, The wild sea's furying 
waters. ; 

Fury, obs. form of Fiery. 

Furze (fiz). Forms: 1 fyrs, 4-6 firse, (5 
virse), 4, 6-7 furs(e, 5 fyrrys, 6 fyrs, 6-7 
firr(e)s, firze, (6 fyrze), furres, 7-9 furz, 7-9 
dial, fuz, 8 fuzz, 6- furze. Also pl. 4 firsen, 
fursyn, 5 fyrsyn, 6 fursen, 6-7, 9 dal. furzen, 
(7 -on), 9 dal. fuzzen. See also Fur 56.3 [OE. 

Jyrs str, masc,; no connexions are known; the 
Gr. mpacov, Lat. porrum, leek, might be cognate 
so far as the form is concerned, but the difference 


FURZE. 


of sense is unfavourable to this supposition. The 
disyllabic forms fyrrys, firres, etc. seem to have 
been apprehended as plural, and a new sing. was 
formed from them; see Fur s6.3] 

1. The popular name of Ulex europzus, a spiny 
evergreen shrub with yellow flowers, growing 
abundantly on waste lands throughout Europe. 
Also named gorse, whin ; common, great or French 
furze. *} Sometimes, a bush or piece of this. 

c 888 K. Aitrrep Boeth. xxiii, Swa hwa swa wille sawan 
westmbere land atio zrest of ba pornas & ba fyrsas. _c¢ 1000 
Ags. Voc. in Wr.-Wiilcker 324 Ramus, fyrs. 1362 LANGL. 
P. Pl, A. vy. 195 All that herde..weschte that hit weore 
i-wipet with a wesp of firsen. 1382 Wycur Micah vii. 4 A 
palyure, that is, a sharp bushe, or a thistil or frijse [v. ~ 
firse]. 1436 Rolls of Parlt. 1V.498 Pasture, Wode, Hetthe, 
Virses, and Gorste. 1523 FirzHers. Surv. 6b, All the 
wode, brome, gorse, fyrs, braken. 1573 Tusser Hsb. liii. 
(1878) 119 With whinnes or with furzes thy houell renew. 
1610 Suaxs. Tevzf. 1v. i. 180 Tooth’d briars, sharpe firzes, 
pricking gosse. 2 1626 Breton Daffodils § Prim. (Grosart) 
23 Forrestes full of furres and brakes. 1647 CowLry 
Mistress, Discovery ii, The humble Furzes of the Plain. 
a@1jor SEDLEY Virgil's Past. Wks. 1722 I. 296 May I to 
thee more bitter seem than Rue, More course than Fuz. 
1735 SOMERVILLE Chase ut. 42 Thick with entangling Grass, 
or prickly Furze. 1770 Gotpsm. Des. Vill. 192 With 
blossom’d furze unprofitably gay. 1832 Lytton Eugene A. 
1v. ii, A broad patch of green heath, covered with furz. 
1887 Sir R. H. Roserts /7 the Shires i. 3 The hounds are 
making the furze crack and shake in their eager efforts. 


b. transf, and jig. 

1602 Marston Azt. § Mel. v. Wks. 1856 I. 60 Oh, to have 
a husband .. with a bush of furs on the ridge of his chinne. 
1705 Ersros in Hearne Collect. 30 Nov. (O. H. S.) I. 107 
From Fuzz and Bramble to the downy beard He whisk’d 
them off. 

2. In popular names of other plants, as Dwarf 
furze (Ulex nanus); Ground furze, the Rest- 
harrow (Ononis arvensis); Needle furze (Genista 
anglica). 

1578 Lyte Dodoens vi. x. 669 This herbe is called..in 
Englishe Rest Harrow, Cammocke, Whyn, Pety Whyn, or 
ground Furze. 1650 Phylologia Brit. 45 Genistella.. Needle 
Furze or Petty Whin. /d¢d¢., Creeping Dwarfe Furze or 
Whins, 1738 C. Deerinc Catal, Stirp. 89 Needle Furze, 

3. attrib. and Comb. 

a. chiefly attributive, as furze-bed, -brake, -cover, 
-croft, -cutter, -down, -faggot, -flower, -hill, -lea, 
-top, -toppings ( pl.) ; furze-clad adj. 

1644 Vicars Fehovah-Fireh 133 His *Furze-bed was the 
best bed that ever he lay on. 1711 BupGett Sfect. No. 116 
P 5, I saw a Hare pop out from asmall *Furze-brake, 1807 
VANCOUVER Agric. Devon (1813) 38 The higher sides of the 
hills .. are advantageously appropriated for furze-brakes, 
1795-1814 Worpsw. L-xcurs, vill. 370 Upon the skirts Of 
*furze-clad commons. 1795 Gentl. Mag. June 462 The 
custom of setting fire to the *furze-covers on midsummer- 
day. 1857 Kincstey Two Y. Ago I. 63 A green down 
stretches up to bright yellow *furze-crofts far aloft, 1882 
Ouiwa Maremma I. 45 Here and there a *furze cutter. 
1865 Kincstey Herew. I. v, 157 Flat and open *furze-downs. 
€1555 in Strype Cranmer 392 One load of *Furs-Fagots. 
1686 Prot Staffordsh. 355 Laying at the bottom .. a range 
of furse-faggots. 1793 CoLEeripcE Songs of Pixies ii, We 
sip the *furze-flowers’ fragrant dews. 1800 Hurpis Fav. 
Village 174 How elegant yon *furze-hill clothed in gold. 
1794 Act Inclosing S. Kelsey 1 *Furze Leas, and Waste 

rounds. 1859 W. S. Coteman Woodlands (1866) 126 The 
action of which effectually bruizes the *Furze-tops intended 
for Fodder. 1865 Kincstey Hevew. II. xx. 347 Who was 
often glad enough .. to rob his own ponies of their *furze- 
toppings and boil them down for want of kale. 

b. esp, in furze-bush, also (obs. and. dial.) furzen 
bush. 

1530 Parscr. 220/2 Fyrsbusshe, youmarin, 1600 Heywoop 
ist Pt. Edw, IV, 1. ii, So many men in the moon, And 
every onea furzen bushinhis mouth, 1644 Vicars Yehovah- 
Fireh 133 Many other young Gentlemen..lay all that night 
».upon Furze-bushes on the ground, 1668 J. Wuite Rich 
Cab. (ed. 4) 51 If you will graft a white rose upon a Broom- 
stalk, or on a furzon bush. 1738 C. Deerine Catal, Stirp. 
89 Genista spinosa minor .. ‘The lesser Furze Bush. 1882 
Brack Shandon Bells xxiii, Miss Patience asked me if I 
had combed it [my hair] with a furze-bush. 

4. Special comb.: + furze cat, a name given to 
the hare; furze-huck dza/., a heap or stack of 
furze; furze-owl, a cockchafer; furze-pig, the 
hedgehog. 

a1325 Names of Hare in Rel. Ant. I. 133 The *furse- 
cat, 1869 Blackmore Lorna D. xiii, The *furze-hucks of 
the summer-time, were all out of shape in the twist of it. 
1847-78 HALLiwELL, */wrze-ow/, a cockchafer. Somerset. 
1865 Cornh. Mag. July 40 As in Gloucestershire, *‘ furse- 
pig’ for hedgehog, 

b. In popular names of various birds, as furze- 
chat, the whinchat (Pratincola rubetra); furze- 
chirper, -chucker, the mountain finch or bram- 
bling (472ngilla montifringilla) ; furze-hacker 
=furze-chat; furze- (dial, fuz-) kite (see quots.) ; 
furze-lark, the tit-lark (Amthus pratensis) ; furze- 
wren = FURZELING. 

1839-43 YaRRELL Hist. Birds 1. 249 The Whinchat, or 
*Furzechat. 1847-78 HatiiweLt, *urse-chirper, the 
mountain finch, It is also called the *furze-chucker, 1862 
J. R. Wise New Forest (1863) 270 The whinchat, known. . 
from its cry, as the ‘*furze hacker’. 1635 BratHwait Arcad, 
Princesse 237 Where choughs and “*fuskites built their 
nest. 1880 W. Cornw. Gloss., Fuz’-kite, the ring-tailed 
kite. 1886 ELwortuy W. Somerset Word-bk., Vuz-kite, 
akestrel. @1854 Crary J7S. Poems in Miss Baker Vorth- 
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ants, Gloss., 1 wept to see the hawk severe Murder the 
*furze-lark whistling nigh. 1839-43 YARRELL Ast. Birds 
I. 313 The *Furze Wren. 

Hence Furzed a. [-ED*], made or covered with 
furze. Also Fu‘rzeling [-Linc], the Dartford 
Warbler (Melizophilus undatus). 

1855 Ocitvie Supp., Furzeling, Furze-wren, Melizophilus 
Provincialis, 1873 Daily News 21 May 5/5 There area 
ditch, a bank with a drop, a kind of furzed fence, and alow 
wall of turf andstones. 1885 W. ALLINGHAMm Flower Pieces 
(1887) 14 Harbours the wren, the furzeling, and the coney. 

Furzery (foazéri). [f. Furzp sd.+-Ery.] A 
mass of furze, furze collectively. 

1866 Blackmore Cradock Nowell i, A heavy-browed crest 
of furzery. 

Furzy (fo-zi),a. Also 7 fursy. [f. Furzn sd. 
+-x1l] 

1. Of or pertaining to furze; composed of furze ; 
covered or overgrown with furze. 

1613-16 W. Browne Grit, Past. u. iv, No furzy tuft.. 
shall harbour Wolfe. 1686 Pror Staffordsh. 344 Their 
broomy, gorsy or fursy, hot sandy land. 1781 P. Becxrorp 
Hunting (1802) 249 Where the cover is thick .. particularly 
if it be furzy. 1845 Tarrourp Vac. Rambles (1847) 1. 127 
We crossed an angle of furzy common. 1869 BLACKMORE 
Lorna D. xii, All things had..a kind of furzy colour. 

2. Fuzzy, fluffy. 

1719 H. Barua in Phil, Traws. XXX. 1037 When the 
loose furzy Substance is taken off. 1880 Senior Trav. & 
Trout in Antip~. 127 The old fellow is very furzy in the 
matter of hair. 3 

b. Fuzzy, indistinct, blurred. 

1825 Moore Sheridan 664 Those painters, who endeavour 
to disguise their ignorance of anatomy by an indistinct and 
furzy outline. 

Fus, var. of Fous a. Ods., eager, ready. 

|| Fusain (féizen). A charcoal crayon made 
of the wood of the Spindle Tree (F. fusazn); 
also attrib., as in fusain drawing, b, A drawing 
executed with this, 

1870 Exg. Mech. 11 Mar. 638/3 Fontanesi, of Geneva, is well 
known for his fusain drawings, I have seensome admirable 
drawings in fusain (charcoal), 1884 Gd. Words Feb. 91/1 
Good as Lalanne’s etchings are, his fusains are better. 

Fusarole (fizzardul). Arch. Also 7 fuserole, 
9g fusurole. fa. F. fusarolle, ad. It. fusaruola, 
later fusajuola, alteration of fusaruolo (fusajuolo) 
spindle-whorl, f. L. fisws spindle.] (See quots.) 

1664 Evetyn tr. Hreart’s Archit. 128 A smaller Bracelet 
again which incircles the Capital under the Voluta in the 
Composita, taken for the Fuserole. 1704 in Harris Lex. 
Techn. [1715 Leoni Palladio’s Archit. (1742) 1. 23 The 
Composite Order has. .the Voluta, Ovolo, and Fusarolo, or 
Fuse, which are Members of the Jonick Capitel.] 1852 P. 
Nicholson's Dict. Archit., Fusurole, Fusarole. 1859 Gwitt 
Archit. Gloss., /usarole, a member whose section is that of 
a semicircle carved into beads. It is generally placed under 
the echinus, or quarter round of columns in the Doric, 
Tonic, and Corinthian orders, 

Fusate (fizseit), a vare—% [f. L. fis-us 
spindle +-ATE.] =F usirorm. 

1889 in Century Dict. 

Fusball, obs. form of FuzzBALL. 

Fu'sby. ? Ods. [? =Fussy.] A contemptuous 
designation applied to women. Also aftrid. 

1719 D’Urrey Pid/s V. 108 With that the Flat-capt Fusby 
smiled. 1845 Punch 29 Nov. 240 A fusby woman who has 
indulged in the vulgar weakness of giving her children fine 
names, 

Fuse: see FUSK a. 

+ Fusca‘tion. Oés.—° [agent-n. f. L. fuscare 
to darken, f. fuscus dark, dusky: see -ATION.] 
‘A darkening; obscurity ; obfuscation’ (W.). 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fuscation, a darkning or 
clouding. 1727 in Batrvey, vol. II. 1755 in Jounson. 

Fuscescent (fuse'sént), a vare—. [f. L. 
Jusc-us (see Fuscous) + -Escent.] Passing into 
a dark or dusky hue ; ‘brownish; approaching to 
darkish brown in colour’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885). 

1881 Jounson in ¥ru/. Bot. No. 220. 113 Their colour is 
fuscescent. 

Fuscin (fo'sin). Chem. Also -ine. [f. L. /eesc-as 
(see Fuscous) + -1N.] ‘ A brown substance obtained 
by Unverdorben from the animal oil of Dippel 
after exposure to the air’ (Syd. Soc. Lex, 1885). 

1864 WeBsTER, /wscine. 

+Fuscite (fussit). Min. [f. L. fuscaus (see 
Fuscous) +-1TE.] Obs, synonym of WERNERITE. 

1808 T. Atian A (fhabet. List 32 Fuscite..a mineral from 
Arendal resembling the Pinite. : 

+ Fuscity. Ods.—° [ad. late L. fuscitds, f. 

uscus: see Fuscous.] ‘Darkness, dimness’ 
(Bailey, vol. II. 1727). 

Fusco- (fv'sko), used as combining form of L. 
Juscus ‘dusky’, in certain adjs., as fusco-ferru- 
ginous, dull rust-coloured ; fusco-piceous, dull 
reddish-black; fusco-testaceous, dull reddish- 
brown. 

1847 Harpy in Proc, Berw, Nat. Club II. No. 5. 237 
Antennz black, fusco-piceous at the apex. bid. 244 
Elytra..with nearly parallel sides, flat, black, or fusco- 
testaceous. 

Fuscous (fu'skas), a, [f. L. fuscus dark, dusky 
+ -ous.] Of a dark or sombre hue; dusky, 
swarthy. (Chiefly Wat. Hzst.) 

1662 Ray /¢in. in Rem. (2760) 247 The 5 or 6 first Feathers 
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of the Wing above of a dark or fuscous Colour, near Black. 
1671 J. Wesster MWetallog”. xvi. 235 A fuscous or darkish 
redness. 1756 Burke Swé/. § B. 1. xvi, Sad and fuscous 
colours, as black, or brown, or deep purple. 1826 Kirsy & 
Sp. Extonzol. lV. 282 Fuscous,a dull brown. 1828 Stark 
Elem. Nat. Hist. 11, 210 Back fuscous brown, with four 
lines of white spots. 1848 J. Goutp Birds Austral. Descr. 
pl. 44 Ptilotis fusca, Fuscous Honey-eater. 1853 Dr 
Quincey Wks. (1862) XIV. 390 The other sad, fuscous, 
begrimed with the snuff of ages. 1870 Hooker Stud. Flora 
57 Seeds fuscous acutely tubercled. 

Jig. 1855 De Quincey Le/t. 31 July in H. A. Page Life 
(1877) II. xviii. 106 Some oonfused remembrance I had that 
we were or ought to be in a relation of hostility, though why 
I could ground upon none but fuscous and cloudy reasons. 

+ Fuse, 50.1 Obs. rare. [perh. ad. OF. fries, 
pl. of fuze:—L. fuga flight.] The track of an 
animal, Also fig. ; 

1611 CoTecr., /oulée, the Slot of a Stag, the Fuse ofa Bucke. 
a1670 Hacker Adbp, Williams 1. (1692) 14 There wants 
a Scholar like a Hound of a sure Nose, that would not miss 
a true Scent..to trace those old Bishops in their fuse. 

Fuse, fuze (fizz), sd.2 Also 8 feuze. [ad. 
It. fuso (:—L. fiisus) spindle, hence applied to the 
spindle-shaped tube originally used as a ‘ fuse’ for 
a bomb, ete. Cf. Fusen 2 3.] 

1. A tube, casing, cord, etc., filled or saturated 
with combustible material, by means of which 
a military shell, the blast of a mine, etc. is ignited 
and exploded. 

1644 NyE Gusnery (1670) 63 Every Ball hath a hole, left to 
put in a Fuse or piece of wood just like a Faucet fora spigot 
--made taper. 1692 Capt. Smith s Seaman's Gram. 1. Xxxi. 
145 It is far more certain to fire a Morter-piece with Fuses 
then with Match. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) 
Cciv, The fuse..is generally a conical tube, formed of 
beech, willow, or some dry wood, and filled with a composition 
of sulphur, salt petre, and mealed pewder. 1863 KiInGLAKE 
Crimea (1876) I. xiv. 240 The other was the man standing 
by with a lighted match and determined to touch the fuse. 
1869 R. B. Smytu Goldf. Victoria 612 Huse, Fuze, a small 
cylindrical cord filled with powder or cther combustible 
matter used for igniting the powder in a bore-hole. 1879 
Fire-Cooxson Armies of Balkans ii, 25 The shrapnel.. 
did execution around us, the time fuzes acting well. 

b. Prepared material of which fuses may be 


made by cutting it into lengths. 

1767 H. Brooke Fool of Quality (1792) II. x. 86 Having 
bound some feuze round... the extremity of each of their 
tails. 1884 [see quot. for /wse-bag in 2]. rach 

2. attrib. and Comb., as fuse-bag, -composition, 
-hole. Also fuse-cutter, -extractor, -gauge, 
-saw, -setter, -tape (see quots.). 

1884 M72. Engin. I. 11. 109 Each *fuze bag to contain eight 
pieces of Bickford fuze, 1846 GREENER Se. Gunnery 49, 
I therefore venture to suggest the possibility of the *fuse 
composition becoming altered in its properties, by the actian 
of time and moisture. 1874 Knicur Dict. ALech. 1. g20/2 
*Fuse-cutter, an implement for gaging time-fuses to the 
desired seconds and fractions..The cutter for paper fuses 
for rifled guns..is more usually called a fuse-gage. It is 
a block of wood with a graduated brass gage let into one side, 
and having a hinged knife..by which the fuse. .is cut off so 
as to burn any required length of time. /ézd. 930/1 *Fuse- 
extractor, this implement is designed for extracting fuses 
from shells. 1874 *Fuse-gage [see /rse-cutter]. 1692 Capt. 
Smith's Seaman's Gramt. u. xxxi, 146 Try your Shells. . by 
putting in a little Powder, and firing it, immediately stopping 
the *Fuse-hole with Clay. 1858 GREENER Gunnery 83 
A light cast-iron hollow ball, with a fuse hole. 1874 Knicut 
Dict. Mech. 1. 930/2 *Fuse-saw, a tenon-saw used by 
artillery-men. dzd.,*/use-se¢ter, an implement for driving 
home wooden fuses. /d7d., *Fuse-tape, a flat form of fuse, 
coated externally with pitch or tar. 


+ Fuse, fuze, 50.3 Ods. rare. 
Fuses, assimilated to prec.] = FUSEE? 2. 
Suse-wheel. 

1674 Petry Disc. Dufpl. Proportion 119 In the Fuze of 
a Watch, the greatest Strength of the Spring is made to work 
upon the shortest Vectis. 17oxr Grew Cosw. Sacra i, Vi. 
§ 86. 6x Thinking Men considered how it [a clock] might 
be made portable..and so..put the Spring and Fuse-wheel, 
which make a Watch. 

+ Fuse, 50.4 Os. rare—'. =FUSAROLE. 


1715 [see FusAROLeE]. 
+ Fuse, 2. Obs. rare—'. [ad. L. fiis-us lit. 


‘poured out’, pa. pple. of frezdére to pour.] = Dir- 
FUSE. 

1724 Wodrow Corr. (1843) III. 160 His style is fuse, and 
reasonings. . pretty magisterial. . 

+ Fuse, v.! Ods. Forms: 1 f¥san, 3 fusen (7). 
Also 3 fouse (see under Fous @.). [OE. fysazz, f. 
Jus Fous a. (Not identical with Frrze.)] 

1. intr. To hasten, set out hastily. Also ref. 

a 1000 Cxdnion's Gen, 2860 (Gr.) He .. sona ongann fysan 
to fore. az00o Andreas 1698 (Gr.) He.. Ongan hine ba 
fysan & to flote zyrwan. cxz05 Lay. 1865 Ford com 
Corineus & fusdehine sulfne. 76d. 13534 Alle we mote fusen. 

2. trans. To forward or send forth speedily; to 
dispatch. 

az1000 Byrhtnoth 269 (Gr.) He fysde ford flan zenehe. 
cx1000 Lamb. Ps. li. 7 (Bosw.) He fysb de of zetelde. cx205 
Lay, 1511 Brutus nom al his 3unge folc & hem to scipe fusede, 

Fuse (fizz), v.2 [f. L. fzs- ppl. stem of Jundcre 
to pour, melt, Founp z.] 

1. trans. To make fluid by means of intense heat ; 
to liquefy, melt. Also with apart, together. 

1681 tr. Willis’ Rem. Med. Wks. Vocab., use, to melt as 
metals. 1800 tr. Lagrange’s Chem, 1. 321 If it be still exposed 
to heat, it..becomes fused into a transparent glass. 1816 
J. Smiru Panorama Sc. & Art Il. 756 As soon as the colours 


[alteration of 
Also 
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are fused, the intensity of the fire should be abated. 1863 
Tynpa.t Heat xiv. § 113 A quantity of silver which had 
been fused in a ladle was allowed to solidify. 1866 Livinc- 
stone Last Frnis. (1873) I. iv. 85 The strata fused together 
by heat. 1878 B. Taytor Dexvkalion u. i. 58 As by fierce 
heat, the chains be fused apart. 

absol. 1831 Fraser's Mag. III. 134 The volcanic fire that 
smoulders and fuses in secret. 1879 Cassell’s Techn. Educ. 
IV. 359/2 Collect the crystals, dry, and fuse. 

b. Of a flux: To facilitate the fusion of. 

1796 Kirwan Elem, Min. (ed. 2) 1. 6 They [fluxes] fuse 
lime without effervescence. 1800 tr. Lagrange's Chem. I. 
378 Ammoniacal phosphate of soda fuses this matter perfectly. 

e. fig. Often with the sense: To blend inti- 
mately, amalgamate, unite into one whole, as by 


melting together. 

1817 Coteripce Biog. Lit. 149 He diffuses a tone and 
spirit of unity, that blends, and (as it were) fuses, each into 
each. 1851 Ropertson Sev. Ser. ut. xi. 136 The threat of 
foreign invasion had fused down and broken the edges of 
conflict and variance. 1857 H. Reep Lect. Brit. Poets iv. 
136 Fused by the heat of poetic genius and poured out in 
one glowing and glittering flood. 1860 TyNvatt Glac. 1. 
xxii. 159 To fuse myself amongst them as if I had been an 
old acquaintance. 1867 Gotpw. Smitu 7hree Eng. States- 
men (1882) 12 The Scotch nation, nobles and commons, 
ministers and people, wonderfully fused together by fiery 
enthusiasm, poured like a lava torrent on the aggressor. 
1869 Farrar am. Speech iv. (1873) 121 A Chinese grammar 
cannot. .be fused into the moulds of our Aryan logic. 

d. transf. To liquefy, attenuate, thin (the blood). 

1704 F. Futter Med. Gym. (1711) 111 They fuze and divide 
[the Blood] and break its Globules. 1733 Curyne Lug. 
Malady u. iv. § 4 (1734) 147 Purgatives are either .. to 
cleanse the Prima Viz, or to fuse and thin the Blood. 1822- 
34 [see Fusep AZZ. a.]. 

2. intr. To become fluid or liquefied with heat ; 


to melt. 

joo tr. Lagrange’s Chem. 1, 167 A mixture of these three 
substances fuses much easier. 1838 T. THomson Chev. 
Org. Bodies 16 The crystals..fuse into a liquid. 1858 
Froupe Hist. Eng. ILI. 74 They were to fret and chafe till 
the dust was beaten off, and the grains of gold could meet 
and fuse. 1881 Younc Every Man his own Mechanic 
§ 1500. 678 By hard solder is meant one that only fuses at 
a high temperature. 


1840 Dickens Barn, Rudge xxxvii, Eyes so small and near 
together, that his broken nose alone seemed to prevent their 
meeting and fusing into one of the usual size. 1873 Dixon 
Two Queens I. 111. iii, 131 These passions fused and centred 
in one radiant point. 

3. Anat. Of contiguous vessels, bones, etc.: To 
coalesce. 

1870 Rotieston Anim, Life Introd. 56 There are two 
systemic aorte which either fuse, or anastomose. 
Mivart £lem. Anat. 39 In Tortoises all the trunk vertebrz 
are fused. 1878 Bett Gegenbaur’s Comp. Anat. 456 In the 
Anura these fuse together on either side to form a fronto- 
parietal. 

Hence Fu‘sing //. a. 

1817 CotertpGE Biog. Lit. 11. xxii. 171 The blinding, fusing 
power of Imagination and Passion. 1873 Symonps Grk, 
Poets i,10 The fire of moulding, fusing and controlling genius. 

Fuse, fuze (fizz), v.38 [f. Fusn sd.2] crans. 
To furnish with a fuse, 

1802 WELLINGTON ¥rx/. 30 Nov. in Gurw. Desf. I. 382 
Ordering..2500 four and half inch shells, 600 to be filled, 
fused, etc, 1823 P. Nicnotson Pract. Build. 396 Slate is 
extracted..by making perforations between its beds, into 
which gunpowder is placed and fused. 1869 Daily News 
3 July, The projectiles can be fuzed and adjusted. 

Hence Fused /f/. a., Fusing vd. sb. 

1869 Daily News 3 July, The Horse Artillery .. obtained 
265 impressions with the Shrapnell ; 323 with the segment, 
double fuzed. 1884 A7i/. Engin. 1. u. 104 Each man will 
throw four fuzed grenades across the ditch. 1895 Daily 
News 23 July 6/1 They failed in one important point—the 
correct fuzing of the shells, 


Fused (fizizd), ppl. a. 
Liquefied by heat, melted. 

1699 Satmon Pharm. Bateana (1713) 144/1 Fine cleanly 
powder’d fus’d Salt. @ 1763 Byrom Verses intended to have 
been Spoken v. 10 The Forge wherein his fused Metals flow’d. 
1837 Brewster JZagnet. 135 He used a cylindrical needle of 
fused steel. 1878 Huxtey Physiogr. 213 The fused rocks in 
the depths of the earth which are vomited forth by volcanoes. 

Jig. 1855 H. Spencer Princ. Psychol. (1870) I. 1. ii. 178 
The fused set of sounds we call a word. 1876 Douse 
Grimm's L. § 30. 63 If the dialects..again become com- 
pletely fused. F 

b. Of the blood: Attenuated, thin. 

1822-34 Good's Study Med. (ed. 4) 1V. 372 How are we to 
account for that crude, fused, or dissolved state of the blood? 

Fusee, fuzee | (fizzi*). Obs. exc. Hist. [a. F. 
Jusil (pronounced fizz): see Fusiz2.] A light 
musket or firelock. 

1661 Everyn Mem. (1857) I. App. 430 Horsemen well 
appointed with..carabines, musquetoons, or fuzees. 1705 
S. Sewatt Diary 26 Mar. (1879) II. 127 A souldier from 
Deerfield accompanied us with his Fusee. 1760 Chron. in 
Ann. Reg. 82/1 A handsome double barrell’d fuzee valued at 
twelve or fifteen guineas. a@ 1813 A. Witson Foresters Poet. 
Wks. (1846) 211 His light fuzee across his shoulder thrown. 

+b. One who is armed with a fusee; a fusilier. 

1650 A. B, Mutat. Polemo 29 That brave Gallant number 
of Fusees were squandred all to peices, knockt o’ the head, 
or starved. 

Fusee, fuzee2 (fiwzi). Also 7 fus(s)ie, 
fusey, phusee, 8 fusy. [a. F. fusée, primarily, 
spindleful of tow (:—med.L. fisdta, f. L. fisus 
spindle) ; hence used for spindle, and in senses 2-4 
below. Sense 5 is an Eng. development from 3.] 


[f. Fuse v.2 + -rp1.] 


1872 ° 
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+1. A spindle-shaped figure: =Fusm1! 1. Ods. 

7 PurrennAm Lng. Poesie (Arb.) 105 The Fuzie or 
spindle, called Romboides. 

2. A conical pulley or wheel, es. the wheel of 
a watch or clock upon which the chain is wound 
and by which the power of the mainspring is 
equalized. 

1622 in Naworth Housceh. Bhs. 199 Making a fussie to 
my Lords cloke. 1658 S. Crooks Div. Char. 1. ix. 82 This 
is the first wheele, yea, the Phusee, the inward spring that 
moves his watch so swiftly. 1677 Hate Prim. Orig. Man. 
1. ii. 50 In the Watch..the reason of the motion of the 
Ballance is by the motion of the next Wheel, and that by 
the motion of the next, and that by the motion of the Fusee. 
1713 Lond. Gaz. No. 5155/4 A Gold Watch .. going witha 
Spring, without Fusey, Chain or String. c1790 Imison 
Sch. Art II. 284 From the fusy to the balance the wheels 
drive the pinions. 1824 R. Sruarr Hist. Steam Engine 
146 Chains acting ona spiral in the manner of a fusee. 1827 
Farapay Chem. Manip. iv. 112 The mouth at this time 
represents the going fuzee of a chronometer. 1884 F. J. 
Britten Watch § Clockm. 108 In modern watches and 
clocks the fusee is furnished with maintaining power to 
drive the train while the fusee is being turned backwards 
during the process of winding. 

3. =Fuse 5b.2 1. 

1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 4062/7 The Enemy .. set Fire to 
great quantities of Powder, with Intent to spring their 
Mines; which..was prevented from taking Effect, y cut- 
ting off the Fusees, 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (17809), 
Secret d'un brulot, that part of the train of a fire-ship 
where the match or fusee is laid. 1809 Maval Chron. XXII. 
287 Cones, containing..12 lbs. of powder, to burst by fuzees. 
1858 GREENER Gunnery 139 The aperture [of the shell] is 
securely screwed up: fusees not being necessary in this 
arrangement. 

4. Farriery. An exostosis upon one of the cannon- 


bones. 

17z0 Gipson Farrier's Guide u. \xxvill, (1738) 233 Some- 
times a double Splent is formed which is called by the 
French a Fuzee. 1727 Baivey, vol. II, “zee [in Horses] 
two dangerous Splents, joining above and downwards. 1753 
Cuampers Cycl. Sup. s.v.. Commonly a fuzee rises to the 
knee and lames the horse. Fuzees differ from screws or 
thorough splents in this, that the latter are placed on the 
two opposite sides of the leg. 

re Some modern Dicts., by an obvious misapprehension, 
define it as ‘a kind of splint applied to the legs of horses’. 

5, A kind of match with a large head of com- 
bustible material tipped with brimstone for ignition 


by friction ; a lucifer, vesuvian. 

1832 Specif, Fones’ Patent No. 6335. 2, Fuzees for the 
purpose of lighting cigars, pipes, etc. 185x Maynew Lond. 
Labour 1. 433 The ‘fuzees’, as I most frequently heard 
them called..are chiefly German made, 1888 Riper Hac- 
Garp Col. Quaritch xxiv, It was one of those flaming 
fusees, and burnt with a blue light. 

G6. attrib. and Comb., as fusee-maker, -wheel. 
Also fusee-engine, -machine, a machine for 
cutting fusees for watches; fusee-piece, -sink, 
-snail, -windlass (see quots.). 

1858 Simmonns Dict. Tvade, *Fusee-engine, a clock- 
maker's machine for cutting and shaping fusees. 1874 
Knicut Dict, Mech. 1. 930/1 *usee-machine, a machine 
for cutting the snail-shaped or spirally grooved wheel on 
which the chains of certain descriptions of watches are 
wound. 1858 Simmonps Dict. Trade, *I’uzee-niaker, a 
manufacturer of parts of watch-work, 1884 I. J. Brirren 
Watch § Clockm. 110 *Fusee Piece .. the circular plug 
screwed to the top plate in which the upper pivot of the 
fusee works. /did., *Fusee Sink .. the sink cut in the top 
plate of a watch to give space for the fusee. 7d. 247 The 
*fusee snail, a projecting nose on the end of the fusce. 
1838 Penny Cycl. XII. 303 (art. Horology) ‘The spring .. 
gives motion to the fusee, and with it the *fusee-wheel and 
the rest of the train, 1874 Knicur Dict, Mech. I. 930/r 
* Fusee-windlass, a pump-windlass with a conical barrel. 

Fusel (fizzel). [a. Ger. fuse? bad brandy or 
other spirits ; formerly applied in LG. dialects also 
to bad tobacco. Cf. Ger. fuselnz to bungle (see 
FoozuE).] attrib. in Fusel ot/, <a term for a mix- 
ture of several homologous alcohols, chiefly amylic 
alcohol, and especially applied to this when in its 
crude form’ (Syd. Soc. Lex. 1885). 

1850 Dauseny Atom. Th. vii. (ed. 2) 227 Being abun- 
dantly obtained during the distillation of potatoes .. the 
name of oil of potato spirit, or fusel oil, has been assigned 
toit. 1859 Ad/ Year Round No, 32. 128 Fusel oil. .makes 
oil of pear, used in perfumery and the so-called ‘jargonelle 
pear drops’. 1868 Q. Rev. No. 248, 350 A peculiarly foetid 
oil, termed ‘fusel’ oil, is formed in making brandy and 
whisky. — 

Fushionless: see FOISONLESS. 

Fusht (fxjt), zztr. [Sc. dial. pronunciation of 
Wuisut.] Hush! 

1816 Scorr Axtig. xxvii, ‘ Fusht, fusht,’ said Francie. 

Fusibility (fizzibi'liti), [ad. F. frsidilite, 
f. fustble ; see next.] The quality of being fusible. 

1624 Wotton Archit. (1672) 20 Observing in that Material 
..a Fusibility. 1756 C. Lucas ss. Waters 1. 3 Metals .. 
lose their metallic splendor, fusibility, ductility and other 
properties, 1846 G. E. Day tr. Simon's Anim. Chem. I. 
433 Its fusibility is proportionate to the amount of the 
magnesian salt present. 1880 W. C. Roberts /xtrod. 
Metallurgy 29 Carbon, it is well known, gives to iron 


fusibility. 
Fusible (fizzib’l),a. Also 7 fusable. [a. F. 
Sustble, ad. mod.L, *fistbilis, f. L. fiis-, ppl. stem 
of fundére to pour, melt, Fuse,] Capable of being 
fused or melted. wsible metal (see quot. 1853). 


Lusible plug (see quot. 1874). 





FUSILE. 


c 1386 Cuaucer Can. Yeom. Prol. §& T. 303 Also of hir 
induration, Oiles, ablucions, and metal fusible To tellen al, 
wolde passen any bible. 1605 TimmE Quersit. 11. i. 104 
Salt is fusible. nee G. Sanpys 7vav, m1. 203 Sand .. 
becoming fusable with the heate of the fornace. 1685 BoyLz 
Lffects of Mot. iv. 36 The burning fluid..may be made. .to 
melt.,the more fusible metals. 1747 Hooson Miner's Dict. 
Ojb, That called Potter’s Ore .. is so frim and fusible that 
[etc.]. 1812 Sir H. Davy Chem. Philos. 297 These mixtures 
are more fusible than either of their constituents. 1844-57 
G, Biro Urin, Deposits (ed. 5) 472 Vhe most contorted and 
irregularly figured calculus is the triple or fusible. 1853 
Ure Dict, Arts I. 46 The fusible metal commidiin of 8 parts 
of bismuth, 5 of lead, and 3 of tin..melts at the heat of 
boiling water or 212° Fahr. though the melting point 
deduced from the mean of its components should be 514°. 
1874 Knicut Dict. Mech., Fusible plug, one placed in the 
skin of a steam-boiler, so as to be melted and allow the 
discharge of the contents when a dangerous heat is reached. 
1884 Manch. Exam. 1 Dec. 5/4 The explosion..was partly 
due..to a defective fusible plug. 

Hence Fu'sibleness, the quality of being fusible. 

1684 BoyLe Porousn, Anim. § Solid Bod. viii. 130 He had 
reduced .. real Gold, to that degree of Fusibleness and 
subtlety, that .. the finer part of the Metal would sweat 
through his Glasses. 


+Fusie, var. of Fowsin. Obs. 

1617 Sc. Acts Yas. VI (1814) IV. 536/2 Ditches and fusies, 

Fusiform (fizzifpim), a. [f. L. fas-us spindle 
+-(1)ForM. Cf. F. fuszforme.] Spindle-shaped ; 
tapering from the middle towards each end; esp. 
in Bot., Entom. and Zool. 

1746 Da Costa in Phil. Trans. XLIV. 404 The pine 
fusiform, and other Belemnites, of which the two Ends or 
Extremes terminate pointed. 1805 J. GaLrine Brit. Bot. 
(1806) 311 Root caulescent, fusiform. 1826 Kirpy & Sp. 
Entomol, (1828) IV. xxxvii. 14 The great ganglion of the 
rhinoceros-beetle is fusiform. 1830 LinpLey Wat. Syst. 
Bot. 154 Seeds indefinite, very minute, fusiform, 1854 
Woopwarp JZollusca (1856) 108 Shell fusiform, elongated. 
1877 Huxtey Anat. nv. Anim. ii. 79 Each of these elon- 
gates, and surrounds itself with a delicate, fusiform, silicious 
case. 1881 Geixie in Na/‘ure XXV.2 A genus of Palezo- 
niscid fishes, possessing a fusiform body. 1887 Scribner's 
Mag. 1. 427/2 This torpedo..is fusiform, or cigar-shaped. 

Fusil! (fiz-zil). Her. Forms: 5-6 fusille, 7 
fusile, -ll, 7- fusil. [ad. OF. fz(z)se/ (F. fuseau) 
:—popular L, */isedl-as, dim. of /résus spindle. 

The mod, Fr. heraldic term is fusée ; but the adj. /uselé, 
=Fusity, seems to show that /vsed was formerly used in 
this sense.] 


A bearing in the form of an elongated lozenge; 
understood to have been originally a representation 


of a spindle covered with tow. 

1486 Bk. St. Albans, Her. Eija, It is calde fusillit for it 
is made all of fusillis. 1572 BosseweLt Armorie u. 34 b, 
Fusilles, whiche are so termed, for that they be made like 
Spindles. 1602 Srcar Hon. Mil. & Civ. u. xiv. 79 Em- 
brodered round about with a border of flames, fusils and 
fleeces. 1653 A. Ross IavoeBera (1658) 35x The great 
Collar was made of double Fusiles enterwoven with Stones 
and Flints, sparkling flames of fire, 1765-87 in Porny /Ter. 
Gloss. 1828-40 Berry Zucycl. Her. I.s.v., The fusil nearly 
resembles the lozenge in shape, but is longer. 

Comb. 1860 J. Hewitr Anc, Arm. II. 235 Fusil-shaped 
spikes [of a Rowel-spur]. 

Hence + Fu'silled A/, a. (see quot. 1486 aboye). 

Fusil? (fizzil), Also 6 fusill, 8-9 fuzil; and 
see Fusnn!, fa. F. fuszd (OF. fuistl) = It. focile 
:-late L. *focile, f. focos hearth (in pop. Lat. fire).] 

+1. A fire steel for a tinder-box. Ods. 

1880 Hottysanp 7veas, Fr. Tong, Vn Fusil, a Fusill to 
strike fire in a tinder boxe. 

2. A light musket or firelock. 

1680 Eng, Milit. Discipl. 1. 20 The Mousqueton is not so 
long as the Fusil or Fire-Lock. 1682 Lond. Gaz. No. 
1684/1 Six Men of the tallest Stature, with long Fusils. 
1719 Dre For Crusoe 1, xx, We were .. armed with a fusil. . 
pe man, 1762-71 H. Watrote Vertue’s Anecd. Paint. 
(1786) V. 137 The dew.. had made his fusil rusty, and .. he 
was scraping and cleaning it. 1847 /nfantry Man. (1854) 
28 Seize the fusil with the left hand. 1876 Bancrorr Ais¢. 
U.S. VV. xxxii. 555 The sentry snapped a fusil at him, 


Fusile (fivzil), a Also 7-9 fusil. [ad, L. 
Siisil-ts, £. fiis- ppl. stem of fundeye to pour: see 
Founn v.3, Fuse v.2 and -ILr.] 

1. Capable of being melted. Now rare. 

1605 Timme Quversit. U1. i. 105 Metall is nothing else but 


a certaine fusil salt. 1660 R. Coxe Power § Subj. 162 We 
teach, that every Cup in which the Eucharist is consecrated 


be Fusil. 1758 A. Reto tr. A/acguer’s Chem. 1. 358 Mix 
with this powder..one part of fusile glass. 1875 Jowers 
Plato (ed. 2) IL. 64x Water, again, admits in the first 


place of a division into two kinds; the one liquid and the 
other fusile, 
2. Running or flowing by the force of heat; 


made liquid by heat. Now rare. 

@1631 Donne in Se/ect. (1840) 220 Metal may be soft, and 

et not fusile. 1639 Futter Holy War m. xii. (1647) 59 

he glassie sand., could not be made fusile till it was 
brought hither. 1708 J. Puitirs Cyder nm. 70 A fusil sea 
That in his furnace bubbles sunny red. 1725 Pore Odyss. 
vi. 278 And o’er the silver pours the fusil gold. 

Jig. 1839 Blackw. Mag. XLV. 461 The fusile capacity of 
a language for running into ready coalitions of polysyllables 
aids this tendency. 

3. Formed by melting or casting. 

1398 Trevisa Barth. De P. R. xvi. xxxvi. (1495) 56 
Bras that is wroughte wyth hamour is callid Regular, an 
bras that oonly is meltyd hyghte Fusile, x Mitton 
P. L. x1. 573 He formd First, his own Tooles; then, what 
might else te wrought Fusil or grav’n in mettle. 1796 


FUSILIER. 


Morse Amer. Geog. I. 490 The fusile or moveable types 
were undoubtedly Dutch or German inventions. 1837 
Wuitrock, etc. Bk. Trades (1842) 386 To Peter Schoefler 
belonged the honor of inventing ‘ fusil’ types. 

Jig. 1624 Donne LX AY Sevm. xlvi. 1640) 460 S. Paul was 
borne a man, an Apostle, not carved out, as the rest, in 
time; but a fusile Apostle, an Apostle powred out, and 
cast in a Mold. ; 

Fusilier (fizzilie1). Forms: 7-8 fuzil(l)eer, 
(7fuseleer, phusilier), 8-9 fusileer,(8 fuzeleer), 
7— fusilier. [a. F. fustlier, f. fst? Fusin2.] 
Originally, a soldier armed with a fusil (see Fustn 2 
2). In the British army, the designation of ‘Fusi- 
liers’ is still retained by certain regiments (at 
present ten) which are distinguished from the other 
regiments of the line only by wearing a kind of 
busby and by some small peculiarities of costume. 

1680 Eng. Milit. Discipl. w. 132 The Fusiliers have for 
Arms the Sword, the Bayonet, and Fusil or Fire-lock. 1686 
Lond. Gaz. No. 2135/1 His Majesties Company of Fuse- 
leers of this City, Commanded by Captain Graham. 1753 
Hanway Trav. (1762) I. vit. xciii. 429 Some of the fuzileers, 
who are smaller bodied men, have their arms proportioned. 
1813, Examiner 26 Apr. 272/2 Lieut. Brownson, of his 
Majesty’s 23d Regiment Royal Welch Fusileers. 1858 
J.B. Norton Jofics 128 Her [Madras] illustrious Fusiliers 
. have been dispatched bodily to Calcutta. 

attrib. x80z C. James Milit. Dict. s.v. All officers be- 
longing to fusileer corps have two epaulettes. 1868 A eg. 
& Ord. Army ® 854 All grenadier and fusilier Regiments 
are..to march to the tune of the British Grenadiers. 

Fusillade (fizilzd), sb. Also 9 fusilade. 
[a. F. fuszllade, f. fustller to shoot, f. fuse? Fusin 2.] 
A simultaneous discharge of fire-arms ; a wholesale 
execution by this means. 

w8or Zimes in Spirit Publ. Fruls, (1802) V. 53 From hence 
were shot those diavolinis and cardamoms, which have been 
so much admired for their happy illustration of the mitraille 
and fusillades. 1813 WELLINGTON in Gurw. Desf. XI. 359 The 
enemy havea considerable force. .and are keeping up a fusil- 
lade. 1835 Macautay £ss., Mackintosh’s Hist. Rev. (1887) 
336 Then came. .revolutionary tribunals, noyades, fusillades. 
1863 KiINGLAKE Crimea (1876) I. xiv. 283 This wanton 
fusilade must have been the result of a panic, 1885 7vses 
(weekly ed.) 16 Oct. 6/2 Notwithstanding the fusillade, 
no one.,.appears to have been hurt. 

transf.and fig, 186. B, Harte Sanitary Message i, \ heard 
the welcome rain, A fusillade upon the roof, A tattoo on 
the pane. 1863 Loner. Wayside Inn, Birds of Killingw. 
xxiii, O’er woodland crests, The ceaseless fusillade of terror 
ran, 188r Gerkie in Jac. Mag. Oct. 429 The men found 
relief in fusillades of swearing. 1884 Pad/ Mall G. 7 Nov. 
1/1 The din of controversy, the fusillade of personalities. 

Fusillade (fizzilé'd), v. [f.prec.sb.] ¢rans. 
To assault (a place), to shoot down (persons) by 
a simultaneous discharge of fire-arms. 

1816 Soutney in Q. Rev, XV. 56 A whole corps..were 
marched apart by one of Stofflet’s officers and fusilladed. 
1851 CartyLe Sterling 1. xiii. (1872) 77 Give them shriving 
if they want it; that done, fusillade them all. 1884 Centau 
Mag. XXVIII. 560 The Mahdi’s adherents fusilladed his 
palace at Khartoum, 

Hence Fusilla'ding vd/. sb. Also Fusilla‘der. 

1839 CarLyLe Chartism v. 141 Lyons fusilladings. .these. . 
were but a new irrefragable preaching abroad of that. 1878 
H. M, Stantey Dark Cont. II. iv. 119 The butcher of 
women and fusillader of children, 

Fusillation (fizziléfon). xare. [n. of action 
f. F. fustller to shoot: see FusituapE sd. and 
-ATION.] Capital punishment by shooting. 

1859 Sata Gas-light & D. vii. 83 The black cutty [pipe].. 
was with him when under sentence of fusillation for sketching 
a droschky in the Nevski Perspective. 

Fusilly (fiz-zili), a Her. Also 6 fusile, 7 
fusillee, 8 fusilley, 9 fusilé. [a. OF. fuselé, f. 
Jusel: see Fustu!.] Ofa field: Covered with fusils 
(see Fusin! 1), 

1572 BossEwELL Arwzorie 11. 116 Two Pillers in pile fusile 
Dargent. 1634 Peacuam Gent. Exerc. 111. 149 Fusillee is 
like unto Masculy, but your fusils must be made long and 
small in the middle. r7xxr HEARNE Codlect. (O. H. S.) III. 
165 The old Manner of [ngrailing in Arms is like Fusilley. 
1825 Gentil. Mag. XCV. 1. 309 The Tabley family, whose 
armorial ensign was; Argent, a pale fusilé Sable. 1864 
Boutett Hem, Hist. §& Pop. vili. 35 Ina Field Fusilly..the 
divisions are narrower than in Lozengy. 

b. Fusil-shaped. 

1860 Hewitr Anc, Arm, II. 235 The rowels .. may be 
divided into three kinds—the star shaped, the indented, and 
the fusilly. 

Fusing (fiz-zin), vd/. 5d. [f. Fuse v.2 + -1na1.] 
The action or process of fusing (see Fusn v.2), Zit. 
and jig. 

1832 G, R. Porter Porcelain § Gl. 192 This, in fusing, 
was converted into a black glass. 1886 Atheneum 22 May 
684/x A little fusing into harmony would do wonders for 
this picture. 

b. atirib., as fusing point or temperature, the 
point or temperature at which fusion takes place. 

1860 TyNpALL Glac. 1. xxxi. 409 The fusing point has 
been elevated by the pressure. 1863 — //eat vi. § 240 
(1870) 188 The fusing-point of cast iron is 2,000° I’, 1886 
A. Wincuett Walks & Talks Geol. Field 10x The fusing 
temperature now existing within [the earth]. 

Fusion (fizzon). [ad. L. /vst0n-em, n. of action 
f. fundére to pour. Cf. Forson and F. fuszor.] 

1. The action or operation of fusing or rendering 
fluid by heat; the state of flowing or fluidity in 
consequence of heat. Also in phrases }ofeasy, hard 
JSusion: melted with ease or difficulty. Watery 
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Jusion: the melting of certain crystals by heat in 
their own water of crystallization. 

1555 Epen Decades 327 To brynge it to fusion or 
meltynge. 1594 PLatT Monona 1. 14 Although some 
sortes of them [Ashes] bee of harder fusion or melting than 
others, 1646 Sir ‘T. Browne Psend. Zp. ui. 51 Flints and 
pebbles are subject unto fusion. 1683 Prerrus Veta Min, 
1. (1686) 5 Oars. .of an easier Fusion. 1718 Quincy Com/é. 
Disp. 12 This Operation is .. seldom perform’d without 
Melting or Fusion. 1807 T. ‘'Homson Chem. (ed. 3) II. 53 
When exposed to the heat of boiling water, they undergo 
the watery fusion; that is to say, the water which they con- 
tain becomes sufficient to keep the barytes in solution. 
1812-16 J. Smitu Panorama Sc. §& Art l.5 The texture of 
steel is rendered more uniform by fusion. 1832 G. R. Porrer 
Porcelain §& Gl. 70 That degree of heat must be employed 
which will give perfect fusion to the glaze, 1878 Hux try 
Physiogr. 199 It [the earth] existed at one time in a state of 
fusion. 

jig. 1850 Mrs. Jameson Leg. JZonast, Ord. (1863) 227 
That wonderful religious movement which .. threw men's 
minds into a state of fusion. 

b. concr. A fused mass. 

1823 J. Bapcock Dom. Amusent. 138 The fusion is to be 
raised to the tempering height, 1863 Fr. A. Kempt Resid, 
in Georgia 61 Clouds, which appeared but a fusion of the 
great orb of light. 1882 T. Coan Life in Hawait 330 
Drawing out small lumps of the adhering fusion, they 
moulded it, before it had time to cool, into various forms, 

+2. Path. and Phys. a, Thinning, attenuation 
(of the blood). Cf. Fusn v.2 1d, b. In etymo- 
logical sense: A pouring; pouring forth (of the 
blood) ; ?=CrrouLarion. Ods. 

1710 ‘I. Futter Pharm, Latenp. 54 A Decoction of Bur- 
dock..keeps the blood in a due mixture, and hinders its 
Fusion. 1728 N. Rosinson 7%. Physick 114 ‘The Arteries, 
on whose Forces the Division and Fusion of the Blood 
entirely depend. 

3. The union or blending together of different 
things (whether material or immaterial) as if by 
melting, so as to form one whole; the result or 
state of being so blended. Const. 27/0, w#th. 

1776 Apam Situ W, N. 1. iv. (1869) I. 24 By fusion of the 
parts they can easily be reunited. 1830-3 LyEL, Princ. 
Geol, (1875) II. 111. xxxviii. 353 ‘There seems to have been 
a partial fusion of the mammalia at some remote period. 
183r Lams Lésa Ser. u. Zdistoniana, ‘That harmonious 
fusion of the manners of the player into those of everyday 
life. @1834 CoL_rripce Shaks. Notes (1849) 10 The fusion 
of the sensual into the spiritual. 1841 Mig Cath. Th, 


_tv. 1.434 A fusion of nations.,and an assimilation of races. 


1855 Mirman Lad. Chm. (1864) LV. vit. vi. 206 This absolute 
fusion of the religion of peace with barbarous warfare. 
1856 Emerson Lng. Traits, Race Wks. (Bohn) II. 22 
Everything English is a fusion of distinct and antagonistic 
elements. 1875 Maine //7st. Just. xiii. 398 He argues fora 
fusion of law and equity. 1880 Bastian Brain 28 Fusions 
of ganglia may occur during the development ofsome animals. 
1882 Vines Sachs’ Bot. 582 ‘The embryo-sac is formed by 
the fusion of two cells equivalent to spore-mother-cells. 

b. Polttics. The coalition (of parties or factions). 

1845 Disraett Syz/ (1863) 22 Political conciliation became 
the slang of the day, and the fusion of parties the babble of 
clubs. 186x May Const, Hist. (1863) I. i. 8 A new reign 
was favorable..to the fusion of parties. 1879 Green Read, 
Eng. Hist. vi. 33 ‘Their union was the result of no direct 
policy of fusion, 

attrib. 1864 GreeLEy Ammer. Confl. I. xxii. 328 The 
refusal of part of the Douglas men to support the Fusion 
ticket (composed of three Douglas, two Bell, and_two 
Breckinridge men). 1896 Darly News 27 July 7/5 Great 
difficulties are inevitable in making a fusion ticket in the 
various States. i 

Fusion, -ou(n)n(e, obs. forms of Forson. 

Fusionism (fiz‘zaniz’m). [f. Fusron sd, + -18M.] 
The principle or practice of supporting a coalition 
or coalitions between political parties. 

1851 Mraser’s Mag. XLIII. 683 Fusionism means..a 
renunciation of the Revolition of July, 1830, its deeds and 
principles [etc.]. 

Fusionist (fiz-zonist). [f Fuston sé, + -181. 
Cf. F. fustonniste.| One who strives to promote 
fusion or coalition between differing associations, 
parties, or opinions, 

1851 Mraser's Mag, XLII. 683 ‘The man..now comes 
forward as a fusionist. 1856 Westm. Rev. XXI. 479 Its 
{the French Academy’s] elections are pitched battles between 
the Imperialists and the Fusionists. 1884 Cen/urxy Mag. 
Jan. 399/1 Ready to break a lance one day for the Orlean- 
ists, another for the fusionists. 

b. atirib, passing into aay. 

1858 J. W. Donatpson Lit, Greece III, 41 Neglecting the 
reactionary or fusionist schemes of Philo or Antiochus, 
1873 Daily News 22 Aug., The Fusionist negotiations have 
suddenly and finally ended in failure. 1875 M. Parrison 
Casaubon 504 After a short period of irresolution .. he 
settled down in the attitude which we may call fusionist. 
1882 Pall Mall G. 19 Apr. 6 Among Canadian Railway 
Securities there is the fusionist conflict with its ups and 
downs of prices. 

Fusionless : see FOIsONLESS. 

+ Fusitive, a. Obs. [irregularly f. L. fis- ppl. 
stem of fundére to pour.] Of or pertaining to 
fusing or melting. 

1657 Tomiinson Kenon's Disp. 75 Whereby the liquative 
or fusitive Art is enriched. 

+ Fursive, a. ands. Obs. rare. [f. L. /is- ppl. 
stem of fundére to pour +-1VE,] A. adj. Tending 
to fuse ; in quot., tending to thin (the blood). Cf. 
Fuss v.2 1d. B. sd. Something which fuses. 

1657 Tomuinson Renou’s Disp. 262 Esula is..sharp, in- 
cisive, tenuative, fusive, apertive and siccative, 1678 R, 








FUSS. 


R[ussett] Geder mm, 11. 1. xii, 197 The special fusive of it 
[i. e. Iron] is Arsnick of every kind. 

Fusk, a. rare. Also fuse. [ad. L. /rsc-us in same 
sense.] Dark brown, dusky, fuscous. Hence 
+Euwskish a. Ods., somewhat dark or dusky; 
+Eu‘sky a. Obs.—' =F USK. 

1563 Hyti Art Garden. (1593) 13 The seeds be then ripe 
to be gathered, when the grapes bee full ripe, which ripe- 
nesse of them by their fuskish and browne colour .. may be 
knowen. 1577 Dre Kelat, Spir. 1. (1659) 75 That about 
the center is of fuskish or leadish colour, xg99 A. M. tr. 
Gabelhouer's Bk, Physicke 56/x Vill such time as the fuscke 
coloured oyle come therout. x610 Torrr //ox. Acad. 11. 44 
The dreadfull lodge of the fuskie daughters of blacke 
Night. 1687 ‘TomLinson Renon's Disp. 715 Verdigrease 
makes it sometimes citreous, sometimes fusk. 1669 Sir R. 
Paston in Six 7. Browne's Wks. (1848) III. 513, I found it, 
from itts fuscye red color, looke licke white lead ground with 
oyle. x82z9 Lama Let. to H.C. Robinson 27 Feb., Your 
strange-shaped present, while yet undisclosed from its fuse 
envelope. 

+FEu'skin. Ods. rave. [ad. L. fuscina in 
same sense.} A three-pronged spear. 

1575 Lanenam Let, (1871) 52 A one syde, Neptune wyth 
hiz ‘l'ridental Fuskin, 

Fusle, var. of Fuzzun v., Ods. 

+Fusoe. Ods.—' [Anglicized spelling of Fr. 
Suseau.) A spindle. 

exgxro C, Fiennes Diary (1888) 119 People both in Suffolk 
and Norfolk knitt much and spin, some wth y Rock and 
fusoe as the French does, others at their wheeles, 

Fusoid (fizzoid), a [f. L. /iis-us spindle + 
-oID.] =F usirorM 2, 

1889 in Century Dict. : 

+ Fu'sory, @. Obs.’ [ad. L. fasori-us, f. fris- 
ppl. stem of /undére to pour.) Adapted or tending 
to fuse or melt. 

1678 R. R{usse.t] Geder v. v. 276 The Fusory Furnace is 
that in which all Bodies are easily melted by themselves. 

Fusoun, obs, form of Foison. 

+ Fuss, 50.1 Obs. = Fussock 1, Fustinues. 

1667 Drypen & Davenanr Zempest 1. iii, This [his 
Bosen’s Whistle]..is a Badge of my Sea-Office; my fair 
Fuss, thou dost not know it. 1675 Corron Burlesque 
on B. 113 That great ramping Fuss, thy Daughter. 1702 
Srreve unerad ut. (1734) 5x O” Sunday Morning at 
Church [ curtsied to you; and look’d at a great Fuss ina 
glaring light dress next Pew. 

Fuss (fos), 50.2 [Perh. echoic of the sound of 
something sputtering or bubbling, or expressive of 
the action of ‘puffing and blowing’. Cf, also 
Juss, Fux (=fuszball). The common view that 
the word is connected with Fous a., ‘eager, ready,’ is 
baseless ; the adj. is not found later than the 15thc., 
and has little affinity of sense with the sb.] 

1. A bustle or commotion out of proportion to 
the occasion; a needless or excessive display of 
concern about anything ; ostentatious or officious 
activity. Phrase, +¢o keep a fuss with=the later 


to make a fuss about. 

ror Farqunar Six 4. Wildair ut. i, Ah! I hate these 
Congregation-women. ‘There's such a fuss and such a 
clutter about their Devotion, 1726 Swirt To a Lady in 
Johnson Zug. Poets XLIIL. 79 Come to use and appli- 
cation; Nor with senates keep a fuss. ¢1730 Lp. Lans- 
pownE Wild Boar's Def. Wks. 1732 I. 140 With your 
Humanity you keep a Fuss; But are in truth worse brutes 
than all of us. 1783 Mav. D’Arstay Diary Jan., I felt so 
fagged with the preceding day's fuss, 1806-7 J. Brresrorp 
Miseries Hum, Life (1826) X1. 271 You have both been 
making a great fuss about nothing. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef, 
Mast xxiii, 71 She got under weigh with very little fuss, 
1880 LowrLt Ledé, (1894) 1. x75 It is only foolish little men 
that are fond of mysteries and fusses, 1879 Dixon Brit, 
Cyprus. vi. 58 They were to ask no leave, and make no fuss. 
1888 Bryce Amer. Commw. I11. ci. 424 ‘There is a good 
deal of fuss about trotting-matches. 4 

b. Fuss-and-feathers, bustle and display ; hence 
fuss-and-foatherdom. 

1866 Temple Bar May 198 Their [hen-women’s] fuss and 
featherdom have..a different direction, 1891 WoLSELEyY in 
Pall Mall G. 23 Sept..7/2 It was no fuss-and-feathers and 
gold-lace army. 

2. A state of (more or less ludicrous) consterna- 


tion or anxiety. 

1705 VANBRUGH Confed. 1v. Wks. (Rtldg.) 4ax/t Why. 
here’s your Master in a most violent Fuss, and no mortal 
Soul can tell for what. 1746 Haw ey in Albemarle 50 Ys. 
of my Life (1876) 1. x14, 1 could not tell you. .the fusse the 
battalions of Guards are in upon this sudden embarcation, 
1813 Lavy Burcuersu LedZzé. (1893) 74 Madame Legoux.. 
had been in a fine fuss about us. 


3. [f. the vb.] One who fusses. 


1875 Howrtts Moregone Concl. 98, I am a fuss, and I 


don’t deny it. 
Fuss (fvs), v.  [f. prec. sb.] 


1. intr. To make a fuss; to be in a bustle; to 
busy oneself restlessly about trifles ; to move fussily 
(about, up and down, etc.) 

‘1792 Llvina IL. 132 ‘The Thorntons were among the first, 
Sir Gilbert fussing about, with his large white wig and 
gouty legs, as happy as any of them, 1797 PoLwnELE O/d 
Eng. Gentl. 62 She fuss’d to form arrangements with the 
cook, 1852 R. S. Surtees Sfonge's Sp, Tour xv. 78 He had 
been fussing about it not long Ravina, .dusting the portrait 
of himself, 1889 Blackw. Mag. Apr. 456/2 Forth would fuss 
Achmet, with a huge crowd of staff. 1871 Dixon Tower IV. 
iv. 34 Sir John. . fussed and fumed about the Court. 1876 
Mrs, F, E. ‘Trottore Charming Kellow 1. xi. 143 His wife 


FUSSE. 


liked to be fussing about in kitchen and store-room. 1883 J. 
PARKER Tyne Ch. 11 But the more he was fussed over the 
more he infidelled. 1887 T. A. TRoLtore Whatl remember 
I. xiv. 293, I remember the host fussing in and out of the 
room during the quarter of an hour before dinner. 1889 The 
County vi. in Cornhk. Mag. Feb., They may be fussed over 
as novelties. 

transf, 1847 Lytton Lucretia 114 By the coal fire, where, 
through volumes of smoke, fussed and flickered a pretension 
to flame. 1862 H. Marryat Year in Sweden 1. 340 Little 
steam gondolas with onion-funnels, puffing and fussing like 
busy water-beetles in a microscope. 

2. trans. To putinto a fuss; to agitate, worry; 
to bother about trifle. Also Zo fuss up (? dial.) : 
to flatter, treat with fussy politeness. 

1816 T. Moore Mem. (1853) II. 98 Safe arrived,—quite 
well, but more pulled about, fussed, and bustled than ever. 
1820 CLrarE Rural Life (ed. 3) 14 Since Hope’s deluding 
tongue inclin’d me To fuss myself. 1821 — Vid/. Minstr. 1. 
157 Since he fuss’d me so up in the grove. 1876 Miss 
Yonce Womankind xxviii. 245 It is generally the safest 
way to take care to be in time ourselves, but to guard 
against fussing other people. 1885 Mrs. Watrorp Nan, 
etc. II, 163 The going in and out. .always fusses me. 

Hence Pussed //. a., in a fuss; agitated, dis- 
concerted; Fussing vi/. sb. and ffl. a. Also 
Fussa‘tion [see -ATION], the action, habit, or 
practice of fussing; Fu'sser [see -ER 1], one who 
fusses. 

1775 Map. D’Arsiay Let. Nov. in Early Diary, She dis- 
pelled all sort of ceremony, distance, or fussation. 1826 
Miss Mitrorp Village u. (1863) 317 She was addicted to 
a fussing and fidgetty neatness. 1832 Scotr St. Ronan’s 
Introd. 9 The character of the traveller, meddling, self- 
important, and what the ladies call fussing. 1847 BUSHNELL 
Chr. Nurt. 1. i. (1861) 245 His obstinacy is but the fussing 
of his weakness. 1860 Miss Yonce Stokesley Secr. v. 
(1880) 228 David is taking up his slate, and looking a little 
fussed because there is a scratch in the corner. 1869 Lapy 
Barker Station Life N. Zealand xv. (1874) 108, I have 
finished all my little fussings about the house. 1884 
A. A. Putnam 10 Yrs. Police Fudge xv. 161 Every witness, 
affiant, loafer, fusser, and teazer of this jurisdictional 
region, 1890 Pal/ Mall G. 2 May 2/3 The Standard with 
its fellow fussers and fogies abroad sits down and waits the 
event. 1895 World Christm. No. 61/2 That idiotic fussa- 
tion..all the excitement, and all those people staring at her. 

Fuss, Fuss-ball: see Fuzz, Fuzz-BAuu. 

+Fusse. Her. Obs. [ad. F. fosse a ditch.] 
A foss, ditch, or pool represented as a charge on 
a shield. 


1523 Lp. Berners F7o7ss. I, cclxxxi. 171 b, The blasure of 
his armes was goules, two fusses sable [a deux fosses noires] 


a border sable. 
|| Fussefall. O2s.—! [Ger. fussfall, f. phrase 


(einem) zu fuszc or su fiissen fallen to fall at one’s 
feet.] | Prostration before a sovereign. 

1547 Tuirtey in St, Papers Hen, VIII, XI. 402 The 
Commissaries of the Duke of Wyrtenberghe have made 
theyr fussefall and kneled before thEmperour. 

Fusses: see Fust sd,2 

Fussify (fo'sifoi), v. [f. Fuss v.+-()Fy.] 
intr. To make a fuss, to go about fussily. So 
Pussifica'tion [-(1)FICATION], the action of 
making a fuss, 

1834 Brecxrorp //aly II. 311 How to escape formal fussi- 
fications. 1868 Q. Rev. Apr. 317 Johnson was constantly 
fussifying about the brewery with an ink-horn in his button- 
hole. 1883 Miss Brappon Phantom Fort. xli, Fussifica- 
tion about her carriage. 

Fussily (fo'sili), adv. [f. Fussy a.+-Ly2.] In 
a fussy manner. 

1817 Byron Beffo Ixxiii, Who..getting but a nibble at 
a time, Still fussily keeps fishing on. 1864 J. Forster 
Life Sir F, Eliot 1. 114 He had to make answer by fussily 
quoting his own book against Bellarmine. 1883 F. M. 
Pearp Contrad, 1. 33 He had acted, a little fussily perhaps, 
but nobly. 

Fussiness (fy'sinés). [f. Fussy a. +-NEss.] 
The quality or habit of being fussy; restless or 
ostentatious activity about trifles. 

1851 Heirs Com. Solit. xi. (1874) 192 That freedom from 
small fussiness, 1876 GREEN Stray Stud. 316 Her religious 
exhortations are backed by scoldings and fussiness. 1884 
Manch. Exam, 20 May 5/2 The fussiness of Thiers, who 
would have a finger in every pie that was being made, 

+Fu:ssle, Ods. 

1607 Brewer Lizgua iv. vi, Such stirre with .. Muftes, 
Pussles, Fussles .. Fillets, Croslets. and so many lets, that 
yet shee is scarse drest to the girdle. 

Fu'ssock, fuzzock. Also 7 fussocks. [Cf. 
Fuss sb.!; also fuss, Fuzz sb.', Fuzz-BALL.] 

1. A fat, unwieldy woman. dial. or slang. 

axjoo B. E. Dict. Cant. Crew s.v., A Fat Fussocks, 
a Flusom, Fat, Strapping Woman. ¢1746 J. Cottier (Tim 
Bobbin) View Lanc. Dial. Wks. (1862) 55 This broddling 
Fussock lookt feaw os Tunor [a dog] when id done. 1868 
Waucu Sxeck Bant ii. 40 ‘ Nay, cried Billy; ‘thae’rt noan 
beawn to run off thi bargain becose o’ this fuzzock makin’ 
her din, arto?’ 

2. Sc. A fluffy mass (of cotton), 

1882 G. Macponatp Castle Warlock xxiv. (1883) 153 
A fussock 0 cotton-’00’ rowed roon a bit o’ stick. 

: Hence + Fu'ssock v. Ols. inty., to roll about 
in an unwieldy way. Implied in + Fu'ssocking 
ppl. a. ? Obs. 

1782 Cuartotre Burney in Mad. D'Arblay’s Early 
Diary (1889) 11. 297 Mrs. Percy is a vulgar, fussocking, 
proud woman ; but very civil to us. 1847-78 HaLtiwett, 
fussocking, large and fat, 
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Fussy (fv'si), 2. [f. Fuss 5.2+-y1.] 

1. Of persons, their habits and actions: Fond of 
fuss, moving and acting with fuss ; habitually busy 
about trifles. 

183r IT’, Moore JZem. (1854) VI. 20x Lucky for him that 
he is so little of an irritable or fussy nature. 1850 /rase7’s 
Mag. XLI. 163 She is fussy and fidgetty (if there be such 
words). 1854 LowELt Cambridge 30 Y. Ago Prose Wks. 1890 
I. 46 Foreign travel may..make them, if not wiser, at any 
rate less fussy. 1866 Miss Brappon Lady's Mile iii. 41 The 
fussy dowager..swooped down uponher nephew. 1877 OWEN 


Wellesley's Desp. p. xlv, The fussy charlatanism .. of 


ambitious sciolists. 1892 Jessorr Stud. Recluse Pref. (1893) 
11 There were no schools then ; no fussy visiting of the poor. 

transf. 1871 L.’ SterHen Playgr. Eur. ix. (1894) 212 The 
butterfly ..1s much too fussy an insect to enjoy himself 
properly. 1895 Daily News 5 July 9/1 The fussy little 
Conservancy tug. 


2. dial. and U.S. Of places: Full of bustle, 


bustling. 

1848 A. B. Evans Leicestersh. Words, etc.s.v., The shops 
will be quite full and fussy. 1853 Mortey Corr. (1889) I. 
vi. 161 A populous, busy, fuming, fussy, little world like this. 

3. Of dress, etc.: Full of petty details. Also, in 
dressmaking language, without depreciatory im- 
plication; With many flounces, puffs, pleats, etc. 

1858 HoLLanp 7ztcom's Lett. i. 92 Let every garment be 
well fitted..fussy in no point, 1881 Queen 1 Oct. Advt., 
The skirt .. puffed more or less fussy, according to figure. 
1895 Daily Chron. 15 Jan. 7/3 The latter [medal] had been 
withheld, the designs being fussy and of doubtful con- 
struction. 1896 Wests. Gaz. 7 May 3/1 The fussy sunshade 
is much beflounced with lace-edged chiffon. 

+ Fust, sd.1 Ods. Also 6 foust. [a. OF. faust 
(mod.F. #7): see Forst 50.2} 

I. 1. A wine-cask. 

1481-90 Howard Househ. Bhs. (Roxb.) 85, xxx. pipes 
bere, and a toon wyn x.s., the bere x./7. and for the fustes 
xxx.s. 1601 Househ. Ord. (1790) 295 The Serjant..hath 
for his fee, all the empty foustes of wine. 

2. ‘A strong smell, as that of a mouldy barrel’ 


(Johnson 1755). 

Whence in mod. Dicts. 

II. 3. (See quot. 1819.) [So F. f#t, It. fresto.] 

1665 J. Wess Stone-Heng (1725) 35 The Column..dimin- 
ishing (from the third Part of the Fust upwards). 1682 
WHELER Fourn. Greece 1. 48 They were neither Channell’d, 
nor altogether plain; but their Fusts cut intoAngles. 1717 
BERKELEY F¥rul. Tour Italy 27 Jan. Wks, 1871 IV. 550 
The wreaths along the fusts of the columns. 1819 NIcHoL- 
son Dict. Archit., Fust, the shaft of a column, or trunk of 
a pilaster. 

+FEust, 50.2 Obs. In Z/. 6-7 fusses, fusts. 
[ad. It. fusto lit. ‘stick’. Cf. F. fat de wirofle. 

With the plural form fusses cf. dial. sses for fists. It is 
somawhee doubtful whether the first quot. belongs to this 
word.] 

(See quot. 1657.) 

1422 tr. Secreta Secret., Priv. Priv. (E. E. T.S.) 240 
Moche worth is the lytwary y-makyd of fuste and aloes, for 
that fuste confortyth the stomake ., Then sethe he fuste in 
wynne, and drynke hiterly. 1597 GrerarDe Hervéa/ in. cxliv. 
1352 Those grosse kinde of Cloues .. which of the ancients 
are called Fusti, whereof we haue englished them Fusses. 
1657 W. Cotes Adame in Eden cxxxiv. 199 Those [Cloves] 
that do abide longer on the trees .. being called by most 
Fusses, yet some call the stalks of the Cloves Fusses, 
bid. Table..Fusses or Fusts. 

Fust, 50.2 Ods. exc. dial. [var. of First séd.] 
The ridge of the roof of a house: see quot. 1819. 

1703 Moxon Mech. Exerc. 142 The Fust of the House. 
1819 Nicuotson Dict. Archit., Fust, aterm used in Devon- 
shire, and perhaps in some other counties, for the ridge of 
a house. 

+ Fust, 52.4 Ods. [short f. Fusric.] = Fusrio, 

1682 WHELER Yourn. Greece 1. 307 There groweth Fust 
also, or Yellow-wood, used to dye with. 

Fust (fost), v. Ods. exc. dial. Also Forst v.2 
[f. Fusr sd.1 1, 2.] zutr. To become mouldy or 
stale-smelling ; esf. a. Of com: To become 
mouldy ; also fg. b. Of wine: To taste of the 


cask ; also fig. 

a3zs92 H. Smitu Sev, (1637) 440 As the Manna which 
the Jewes gathered over an Homer did them no good, but 
mould and fust. 1604 SHaxs. Haz, tv. iv. 39 (Qo. 2) He 
that made vs .. gaue vs not That capabilitie and god-like 
reason To fust in vs vnvsd. 1755 JOHNSON, (2st, to 
grow mouldy; to smellill. 1799 G. Smitu Laboratory I. 
429 To prevent wine from fusting, otherwise tasting of the 
cask. 1869 Lonsdale Gloss., Fust, to mould as corn does, 

Hence Fu'sted f/. a. =Fusry 1. 

1597-8 Br. Hart Satz. iv. v. 117 Of fusted hoppes now lost 
for lack of sale. 1621-51 Burton Anat, Me/.1. ii. 1. vi. 63 
If the spirits of the brain be fusted .. the children will be 
fusted in the brain ; they will be dull. .all their lives. 1799 
G. Smitu Ladoratory 1. 432 To restore a wine fusted, or 
tasting of the cask. 1897 G. MacponaLp Salted with Fire 
203 To me it was like the fuistit husks o’ the half-faimisht 
swine ! 

Fust, obs. f. of Fist 50.1, var. of Fost sb.1 Ods. 

Fustage (fu'stédz). Cape Colony. [f. Fusr sd, 
+-AGE.] ‘The vats, tubs, and all the wooden uten- 
sils used in making wine’ (AZS. Ze¢. Noy. 1865). 

1868 Cafe § Natal News 7 Dec. 18 A large vintage in 
prospect, and no fustage in which to store it. 

Fustanella (fvstinela). Also fustinella, 
fustanelle, (badly) fustanelli. f[a. It. lingua 
franca fustanella, dim. of the name by which the 
garment is known in Greece and Turkey: mod.Gr, 


povorav, Albanian /wstan, believed to be a. It, 





FUSTIAN. 


Justagno Fustian.] A stiff full petticoat of white 
cotton or linen worn by men in Modern Greece. 

1849 Curzon Visits Monast. 266 Gentlemen in dirty 
white jackets and fustanellas. 1854 B. TayLtor Lands of 
Saracen 359 The spruce young Greeks, whose snowy fus- 
tanelles were terribly bespattered, came off much worse. 
1866 Fe.ton Anc. & Mod. Gr. 11. m1. vii. 407 The Pellecaria 
.. walking jauntily along the Street of /Zolus..in tasselled 
fez, embroidered jacket, snowy fustanelli. 1882 G. F. Arm- 
sTRONG Garl, fr, Greece, Brigand Parnass. ro You see him 
yonder. his fustinella white and bright as it should be. 

Hence Fustane‘llaed a., wearing a fustanella. 

1853 FeLtton Fam. Lett. xli. (1865) 310 He was a fusti- 
nellied fellow, with a villainous..look. 1883 A. J. Evans in 
Archaeol, (1884) XLIX, 24 These fustanella’d peasants. 

Fuste, obs. form of Fisr sd.1 

+ Fuster. Os. Also 5 fuystour, 6 fustar, 6-7 
foystor. [a. AF. fuster, fuyster, f. fust (mod.F, 
fit) piece of wood. In continental OF. frstier 
had the wider sense of worker in wood, carpenter, 
etc.] A saddle-tree-maker. ! 

[1309 L7b. Custum. Lond. (Godef.), Que nul fuster face 
arzons de seles, sinoun de quarter.] 1415 in York Myst. 
Introd. 26 Fuystours. 1530 Parser. 223/2 Fustar that maketh 
saddell trees, dastier. 1598 Stow Suv, (1603) 542 Foystors, 
the wardens and two persons, one messe. 1 D. Rocers 
Harl, MS. 1944 lf. 26 in Digby Myst. (1882) Forewords 22 
Sadlers, fusters. 1611 Canterbury Marriage Licences (MS.) 
7 Oct., Joh’em Morcetur de Challock, ffuster. 

+ Fusterer. Obs. rare—!. =prec. 

1600 Chester PLAE. E. T. S.) 1. 7 Saddlers and ffusterers. 

Fusteric (fostérik). [f. Fusv-rr, after ¢ar- 
meric.) The colouring matter of fustet. Cf. FUSTIN. 

1860 Ure’s Dict. Arts II. 318 This wood contains a 
large quantity of yellow colouring matter, named fusteric. 

Fustet (fo'stét). [a. F. fastet, ad. Pr. fustet= 
Sp. fustece, an etymologizing corruption (as if dim. 
of Pr, fust, Sp. fuste stick, piece of wood) of the 
Arab. source of Fustic.] A small European shrub 
(Rhus Cotinus), from which a yellow dye is ex- 
tracted; called also young fustic. (See quots.) 

182x Ure Dict. Chem., Fustet, the wood of the rhus 
cotinus, or Venus’s sumach, yields a fine orange colour, 
but not at all durable. 1828in Wesster. 1853 Ure Dict. 
Arts 1.834 Fustet, the wood of the rhus.cotinus, a fugitive 
yellow dye. Jézd.1. 837 Fustic, the old fustic of the English 
dyer, as the article fustet is their young fustic. 

Fustian (fv'stian),sd. and a. Forms: 3 fustane, 
4-5 fustain, 4 fustayn, 4-6 fustiane, -yan(e, 
fusten(e, (5 fustien, fustyn, 6 fustin, fuschain, 
fustheyn, fushtyayne, fustyam, fusteen, fosten, 
Sc. fustean), 5-7 fustion, -yon, 4- fustian. [a. 
OF. fustaigne, -aine, mod.F. futaine. fem.= Pr. 
Sustani, Sp. fustan, Pg. fustio, It. fustagno, repr. 
med.L. (fannus) fustaneus, (tela) fustanea ; con- 
jecturally derived from Fos¢a¢, the name of a suburb 
of Cairo where cloth was manufactured. ] 

ANTSo: 

1, Formerly, a kind of coarse cloth made of cotton 
and flax. Now, a thick, twilled, cotton cloth with 
a short pile or nap, usually dyed of an olive, leaden, 
or other dark colour. 

c1200 Tin, Coll, Homt.163 De meshakele of medeme fustane 
[or perh.fustani]. c1386 CHaucer Pro/. 75 Of fustyan he 
wered a gepoun. ¢1450 AZerlin 279 His clothinge was blakke 
fustyan with bendes on the sleues. 1502 Privy Purse Exp. 
Eliz. of York (1830) 16, ij yerdes of white fustyan for sokkes 
for the Quene. 1558 W2lls & Inv, N.C. (Surtees 1835) 162, 
ij blanketts of fustheyn. 1586 Suaxs. 7am. Shr. iv. i. 49 
Where’s the Cooke .. the seruingmen in their new fustian. 
1658 A. Fox Wurtz’ Surg. i. xxix. 149 Commonly I used 
+.some pieces of fustions, cutting them of two fingers 
breadth. 1696 J. F. Merchant's Ware-ho. 8 Dimetty .. 
which is called Pillus Fustian, is of great use to put 
Feathers in for Pillows. 1860 AdZ Year Round No. 44. 418 
Fustian and corduroy that was neither sound nor fragrant. 

+b. A blanket made of this material. Ods. 

1424 Z, £, Wills (1882) 56, I wull he haue to pe oone bed 
a peyre fustyans. ¢1460 J. Russet, Bk. Nurture g22 
Fustian and shetis clene by sight and sans ye tast. 14 
Househ. Ord. (1790) 121 Then shall the yeoman of the stuffe 
take a fustian .. & caste it upon the bedd .. & the sheete 
likewise .. then lay on the other sheete .. then lay on the 
over fustian above. 1500 /zv. in Ann. Reg. (1768) 134 A 
paire of old Fustians. 

+c. Pustian of Naples. Also 6 /fustian in 
naples or aplis, fustyan(e aples or n)apes, fwstt- 
naples, fustianapes, fustniapes, 6-7 fustian anapes 
or an apes. App. a kind of cotton velvet. Cf. 
A-NAPES. Ods. 

1465 Rolls of Parit. V. 505 Fustian, bustian, nor fustian 
of Napuls. 1534 in Exg. Ch. Furniture (Peacock 1866) 207 
A new cusshion of fustian in naples, 1594 BLUNDEvIL Z-verc. 
v. iii, (ed. 7) 533 Fustianapes of Vellures, and of Wool, Bayes, 
Silke, Parchment lace, Sarcenet and Inkle. 1575, 16rz, 
@ 1627 [see A-naPEs]. ; 

2. fig. Inflated, turgid, or inappropriately lofty 
language; speech or writing composed of high- 
sounding words and phrases; bombast, rant; in 
early use also jargon, made-up language, gib-’ 
berish. For the development of sense cf. BoMBAST. 

c1sg90 Martowe Faust. iv. 76 Wag. Let thy left eye be 
diametarily fixed upon my right heel, with guasz vestigiis 
nostris insistere. Clown, God forgive me, he speaks Dutch 
fustian. 1599 B. Jonson Ev. Man out of his Humour m1. i, 
Prithee let’s talk fustian a little, and gull them. 1621 Burton 
Anat, Mel. u, iji, 1, (1651) 316 If he can..wear his clothes in 
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fashion..talk big fustian. 163r CLEVELAND Poems 41 With 
humble service, and such other Fustian. 168x DrypEn SZ. 
Friar Ded., Iam much deceiv’dif this be not abominable 
fustian, that is, thoughts and words ill sorted, and without 
the least relation to each other. 1735 Pore Prod, Sat. 187 
And he, whose fustian’s so sublimely bad, It is notPoetry, but 
prose run mad. @1797 H. Watrote Mem. Geo. [II (1848) 
I. viii. rrr Glover..uttered a speech in most heroic fustian. 
1822 Haziitr Tadde-t. Ser. m1. v. (1869) 123 They flounder 
about between fustian in expression, and bathos in sentiment. 
1884 Fortn. Rev. June 838 It was all nonsense, and the basest 
kind of political fustian. 
b. occas. Clap-trap. 

1880 BraconsFIELD Endymion xci, Sensible Englishmen 
. looked upon the whole exhibition as fustian. 

3. (See quot.) 

1832 Hone Year Bh. 62 Rum fustian is a ‘night-cap’, 
made precisely in the same way [as egg-flip]. 

4. Comb.,as fustian-maker ; fustian-clad, -suited 
adjs. Also fustian-cutting, the action or process 
of cutting the surface-threads of weft of fustian ; so 
fustian-cutter, one who performsthis ; + fustian- 
man, a fustian-maker ; fustian-picker, a workman 
who dresses fustian. 

1876 C. M. Davies Unorth. Lond. 54 *Fustian clad men. 
1884 Chesh. Gloss., *Fustian cutter, one who finishes off 
fustian by cutting it to a sort of velvetty pile. 1855 Mrs. 
GasKELL Worth & S. xvii, Where is your sister? Gone 
*fustian-cutting. 1704 Lond. Gaz. No. 3987/4 Robert Dunn, 
of Bolton in Le Moors..*Fustian-maker. 1720 /dzd. No. 
5909/8 William Nabbs, late of Hallifax, *Fustianman. 
1865 Public Opinion 21 Jan. 55/1 If the makers of lucifer- 
matches are not henceforth to be poisoned..nor *fustian- 
pickers to be rendered deformed by bad conditions of work. 
1891 Daily News 26 Dec. 5/5 A gardener .. assisted by one 
of his *fustian-suited fellows, is staking and pruning a tree. 

B. adj. 

1. [attrib. use of the sb.] Made of fustian. 

1837 Bury Wills (Camden) 128 Item I geve to Wylliam 
Bolot my fosten doblett. 1554 /déd. 144 A paier of fustian 
blankets. 161z Coryat Crudities 465 For my clothes being 
but a threadbare fustian case were so meane, 1712 STEELE 
Spect. No. 498 P 3 A lively young fellow in a fustian jacket. 
1753 Smottett Ct. Fathone (1781) 63/2 For all my bit of 
a fustian frock..I have more dust in my fob, than all these 
powdered sparks put together. 1826 Kirpy & Sp. Extownzol. 
(1828) IV. 538 The plain fustian jacket used by English 
sportsmen. 1859 THACKERAY V’77g7z. xxii, He wore a plain 
fustian cloak. 

jig. 1589 Pappe w. Hatchet (1844) 39 Botching in such 
frize iestes vppon fustion earnest. 1592 G. Harvey P2erce’s 
Super. 158, 1 could smile at a frise jest when the good man 
would be pleasurable and laugh at fustion earnest when the 
merry man would be surly. 18853 E. W. LicHTner in 
Harper's Mag. Mar. 533/t To gain some individuality 
which will remove the impression that it is a fustian counter- 
part of a genuine and admirable fabric, 

b. dial. (See quot., and cf. FUSTIANY.) 

1750 W. Exxis Mod. Husd. 111.1. 66 There are four several 
sorts [of Marl], viz.—the Fustian, the Cowshit, the Black- 
steel, and the Shale: The Fustian Sort is an Earth com- 
posed of a fat Loam and Sand, of a reddish Colour. 

2. Of language: Of the nature of fustian ; 
ridiculously lofty in expression ; bombastic, high- 
flown, inflated, pompous. + Also, belonging to 
cant or made-up jargon. - 

1592 Greene Ufst, Courtier (1871) 37 Then comes he out.. 
with his fustian eloquence. 1598 FLorio, Monél/e,a roguish 
or fustian word, a word in pedlers French, signifying wenches, 
1610 B. Jonson Adch. 1v. ii, Haue’hem vp, and shew ’hem 
Some fustian booke, or the darke glasse. 1623 CocKERAM 
Pyremon., The fustian termes, vsed by too many who study 
rather to bee heard speake, than to vnderstand themselves. 
1660 Howet., Lex. Tetragl., Fustian Language, Barra- 
gotiin; la lingua furbesca; Jerigonga. 1670 Corton Esfer- 
non WU. Vil. 329 The Queen.. writ a Letter to the Duke.. 
in a fustian style. 1748 Azson’s Voy. 11. vii. 482 Notwith- 
standing the fustian eulogiums bestowed upon them by 
the Catholic Missionaries. 1838-9 Hatiam /77zs¢, Lzt. II. v. 
11. § 73. 229 Pope censures the haste, negligence and fustian 
language of Chapman. 1884 J. SHARMAN “7st. Swearing 
ii, 26 The fustian ornament of somewhat spirited talk. 

+b. Hence of a writer or speaker. Ods. 

(1597: see 3,] 1693 DryDEN Persivsv. 9 Let Fustian Poets 
with their Stuff be gone. 1782 J. Warton Zss. Pofe Il, x. 
149 zo¢e, Ridieuling the false pomp of fustian writers. 

+e. Fustian fume: a great display of anger, 
So fustian anger. Obs. 

1553 Bate Vocacyon 30b, The Treasurer, beynge in hys 
fustene fumes, stoughtely demaunded a determinate answere. 
1583 SranyHurst xe7s 11. (Arb.) 46 With fuming fustian 
anger. 1626 L, Owen Sfec. ¥esuit. (1629) 3 Vpon this the 
Monke in a Spanish fustian-fume, cryed out. 1682 i 
Boileau's Lutrin 1.173 The Chanter netled heard in fustian 
fume Rejoyning Girard thus sawcily presume. 

3. Worthless, sorry, pretentious. 

1523 SKELTON Gar/, Laurel 1206 This fustian maistres and 
this giggishe gase. 1597 SHaks. 2 Hen, JV, 11. iv. 203 
Thrust him downe stayres, I cannot endure such a Fustian 
Rascall. 1600 Dy. Dodyfoll 1.i.in Bullen O. P2, ILI. 103 
A fustie Potticarie ever at hand with his fustian drugges, 
1632 Liracow 7vav. 111. 108 Now what a selfe Losungeous 
fellow hath this fustian companion proved. 186x K 
Dicpy Chapel St. Fohn (1863) 325 The fustian rascal and his 
poor lack-linen mate. 

+b. ‘Made up’, imaginary. Ods. 

1600 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. (1692) Induction, The 
scene Gargaphie; which I do vehemently suspect for some 
fustian country. f 

+4. Sc. ? Coarse, plain, homely. Ods. vare—, 

1549 Compl. Scot. vi. 43 Thai hed na breyd bot ry caikis 
and fustean skonnis maid of flour. 


Hence Fu‘stianed a., clothed in fustian; Fu's- 
tianist, one who writes fustian; Fu'stianize v. 
Vou. IV. 
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intr., to write fustian; Fu'stiany a. dial. (see 
quot., and cf. Fustian B, 1 b). 

1642 Mitton AZo/. Smect. viii, Preferring the gay rankness 
of Apuleius, Arnobius, or any modern Fustianist, before the 
native Latinisms of Cicero. 1830 O. W. Hotmes Poe?’s 
Lot 4 To get a ring, or some such thing, And fustianize 
upon it. 1849 Ats. SmirH Pottleton Leg. 62 The fus- 
tianed keeper winked at the gorgeous Roman warrior. 
1883 T. Harpy Wessex T. in Longm. Mag. 1. 572 Hob- 
nailed and fustianed peasantry, 1884 Chesh. Gloss., Fustiany, 
applied to sand with a good deal of earth (the colour of 
fustian) in it, that prevents its being used for mortar. 

Fustic (fostik). Also 6-7 fusticke, (7 fust- 
wick, 8 fustoc, -uc), 7-9 fustick. [a. F. fustoc, 
a. Sp. fustoc, a. Arab, (gim5 fustug, ad. Gr. 
morakn PISTACHIO. The name was transferred from 
the pistachio to the closely-allied sumach-tree 
(Rhus Cotinus), and thence to another tree which 
resembles the latter in yielding a yellow dye.] 

1. The name of two kinds of wood, both used for 
dyeing yellow. a. The wood of the Venetian 
sumach (hus Cotinus). Now only with defining 
word, young or Zante fustic. b. The wood of 
the Cladrastis (Chlorophora, Maclura) tinctoria of 
America and the West Indies. Sometimes called 
for distinction old fustic. 

1545 AscHam To-xopfh. (Arb.) 123 Steles [of arrows] be 
made of dyuerse woodes, as.. Fusticke [etc.]. 1646 Royalist 
Composition Papers (Yorksh. Archzol. Soc.) II. 47 In goods 
viz. Oyles, Mathers, Gales, Copperis, Retwood, ffustwick. 
1652 Perfect Account No. 101. 2071, 2 Cannestrees of 
Cochinele, a good quantity of Fustick. 1719 De For Crusoe 
1. xvi, It was very like the Tree we call Fustic. 1757 Dyer 
Fleece (1807) 97 The snowy web is steep’d, with grains of 
weld, Fustic, or logwood, mix’d, or cochineal. 1812 J. SMyTH 
Pract. of Customs (1821) 290 Fustick imported from the 
Greek islands is in very small sticks, and is denominated by 
the trade young Fustick, 1838 T. THomson Chem. Org. 
Bodies 414 Before fustic can be employed as a dye-stuff, 
it must be cut into chips. 1870 Yeats Wat. Hist, Cominz. 218 
Fustic is brought to market in long pieces or logs. 

2. A yellow dye extracted from the wood of the 
fustic trees. 

1858 Carpenter Veg. Phys. § 367 The dye termed Fustic 
.. is extracted from the wood of a species of Mulberry tree. 
1863 Life ix South 1. 306 Fustic, and copal, with other 
dyes and varnishes. 

3. attrib., as fustic-tree, -wood. 

1630 Capt, SmitH Trav. & Adv. xxvi. 56 Fusticke trees 
are very great and the wood yellow, good for dying. 1712 
tr. Pomet’s Hist. Drugs 1. 70 The People of Provence and 
Italy, after they have peel’d off the Bark, sell the Fustick 
Wood. 1756 P. Browne Yamaica 339 The Fustic tree. 
This is a fine timber wood, and a principal ingredient in 
most of our yellow dyes. 

Fustied (fu'stid). [f Fusry + -sp1.] Made 
fusty ; deprived of brightness or freshness. 

1576 Newton Lemnie’s Complex. u. vi. 141 b, Affections 
and perplexities..making him to loke lyke syluer al fustyed 
wyth chimney soote. 

Fustigate (fu'stigeit), v. Now humorously 
pedantic, ([f. L. fustagat- ppl. stem of fustigare 
to cudgel to death, f. fist¢s cudgel.] trans. To 
cudgel, beat. 

1656-81 Biount Glossogr., Fustigate, to beat with a staff, 
to cudgel. @166x Futter Worthies (1662) 136 Falling out 
with his Steward..and fustigating him for his faults. 1837 
Cartyte Fr. Rev. III. m. viii. (1872) 131 These serpent- 
haired Extreme She Patriots do now..shamefully fustigate 
her. 185: R. F. Burton Goa 168 Our panting steeds, whom 
the Vetterino was fustigating. 1879 Brit. Med. Frnl. 
31 May 813 She may now leave the business to the small 
patient himself, provided he be old and sensible enough to 
fustigate himself systematically. 

Jig. (absol.) 1888 Sat. Rev. 2 June 667 He brands, he 
bruises, he fustigates ; he stamps his victims ridiculous. 

Hence Fu'stigated ~//.a. Also Fu'stigator, 
one who fustigates or beats (another). 

1727 Baitey vol. Il, Fustigated, beaten with a Cudgel. 
186s, Pall Mail G. 8 Nov. 9 We shall hear by an early mail 
of the magistrate himself levies been assaulted..as soon 
as the gallant fustigator is liberated on bail. 

Fustigation (fstigz:fon), [ad. L. fastigd- 
t20n-ent, n. of action f. frstzgare to FUSTIGATE. Cf. 
F. fustigation.| The action of cudgelling or beating. 

1563-87 Foxe A. § JZ. (1596) 609/2 This penance .. to be 
done..that is to say, six fustigations or displings about the 
parish church of Aldborough. 1614 SELDEN 77¢les Hon. 64 
That punishment of Fustigation was it seems, instituted by 
Antoninus and Commodus. 1667 Eart or Bristot Elvira 
u, in Hazl. Dodsley XV. 32 Heaven send him a light hand 
To whom my fustigation shall belong. 1725 tr. C’tess 
D’ Aunoy’s Wks. 205 Don Pedro cry’d so loud at that 
fustigation. 1837 CartyLE /. Rev. II. ty. i, Martyrdom 
not of massacre, yet of fustigation. 1860 J. C. JEAFFRESON 
Bk. about Doctors 1.7 For many centuries fustigation was 
believed in as a sovereign remedy for bodily ailments. 
has 1858 Mot.ey Corr. (1889) I. 249 Lord Clarendon in 
the Lords administered a most serious fustigation. : 

+Fustila‘rian. Obs. (?2once-wd.) [? Comic 
formation on next.] ? =next. 

1597 Suaxs, 2 Hen. IV, 1, i. 66 (Qo. 1600) Away you 
scullian, you rampallian, you fustilarian [1623 Fustillirian], 
ile tickle your catastrophe. 

Fustilugs (fu'stilugz). Obs. exc. dial, [?f. 
Fusty a.+ Lue in the sense of something heavy or 
slow.] A person, esp. a woman, of gross or corpu- 
lent habit; a fat, frowzy woman. 

1607 R. C. tr. Estienne's World of Wonders Pref. 10 The 
country swains contenting themselues though they haue not 
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the fairest, take the woodden-fac’d wenches and the ill- 
fauourd-foule-fustilugs for a small summe. 1621 Burton 
Anat, Mel. m1. ii. 1. i. (1651) 5t9 Every lover admires his 
mistress, though she be..a vast virago, or..a fat fustylugs. 
1639 tr. Funzus’ Sin Stigmat. xv. 39 You may dayly see such 
fustilugs walking in the streets, like so many Tunnes, each 
moving upon two pottle pots. 1746 Exmoor Scolding 118 
(E. D. 5.) Ya gurt Fustilugs! 1778 /ézd. Gloss., Fusty-lugs, 
—spoken of a big-boned Person,—a Great foul Creature. 
1867 W. F. Rock Fin an’ Nell Ixii. (E. D. S. No.76) ‘Nell 
isn’t a gurt fustilugs O’ cart-hoss heft, an’ hulking dugs.’ 


Fustin (fo'stin). Chem. [f. Fust-1c or Fust-2t 
+-IN.] ‘The name given by Preisser to the colour- 
ing matter of Rhus Coténus’ (Watts Dict. Chem. 
1864). Cf. FUSTERIC, 


Fustile (fv’s'l), sd. Sc. and dial. Also fussle. 
[onomatopceic; cf. Fuss, Bustir.] (See quots.) 
So Fu'stle v. dza/., to make a fuss; Fu'stling 
pl. a. dial., fussing, fussy. - 

1832-53 J. BALLANTYNE in Whistle-Binkie (Scot. Songs) 
Ser. 1. 116 Thou jaggy, kittly, gleg wee thing .. Soon 
scamper aff, hap stap an’ fling, Wi’ couring fustle. 1847-78 
HAtiiweEL., Fussle, a slight confusion. Suffolk. Fustle,a 
fuss, or bustle. Warw. 1867 W. F. Rock Fim an’ Nell 
exxxiv. (E. D. S. No. 76), Zum foreward, fustling youth. 
1891 Hartland Gloss., Fustle, to make a fuss, 


+Fu'stler. 00s. rare—}. ? =FUSTER. 

1605 Defos. in Wells Depos. (MS.), Johannes Webb, de 
Brushford in comite Somerset, Fustler. 

Fusty (f'sti), a. Also 6 fewsty; and see 
Foisty. [f. Fusr sd.1 2.] 

1. That has lost its freshness, stale-smelling, 
musty. a. Of a wine-cask or vessel. Also of the 
wine: Tasting of the cask. Ods. exc. dal. 

1398 Trevisa Barth, De P. R. m1. xii. (1495) 57 Wyne and 
other licour takyth infeccion of a vessell that is fusty. 1520 
Wurrtinton Vx/e. (1527) 15 The wyne bottell is somwhat 
fusty. 1601 Hottanp Pliny II. 152 To renue their wines, 
and make them seem fresh and new, after they haue by 
long lying gotten a fusty rotten tast. 1616 SurFL. & 
Marku. Country Farme 617 To restore againe into his 
former and sound estate, the Wine that is growne fat, 
fustie, and hath taken winde. 1877 Holderness Gloss., 
Fusty, musty; fetid; stale: generally applied to malt 
liquors, or vessels containing them. 

Jig. 1645 Mitton Colast. (1851) 375 His farewell, which 
is to be a concluding taste of his jabberment in law, the 
flashiest and the fustiest that ever corrupted in such an 
unswill’d hogshead. 

b. Of bread, corn, meat, etc.: Smelling of mould 
or damp. 

1491 Caxton Vitas Patr. (1495) 6 He..founde brede. .the 
whyche was not fayre, but fusty and spotted. 1545 AscHAM 
Toxoph. i. (Arb.) 76 If a feaste .. had fewsty and noughty 
bread, all the other daynties shulde be vnsauery. 1596 
Br. W. Bartow Three Seri. ii. 59 Who had rather the 
corne should waxe fustie in their garners then to sell it out. 
1606 SHAKs. 7”. & Cv. 1. i. 111 If he knocke out either of 
your braines, he were as good cracke a fustie nut with no 
kernell. 1655 Mouret & Bennet Health's Improv. (1746) 
339 You must not presently mould up your Meal after 
grinding..nor keep it too long, lest it prove fusty. 1884 
F. Bull's Neighb. in True Light xii. 88 He will take a 
piece of diseased horse or fusty beef, and make a vagovt 
that will cause you to smack your lips. 

Jig. 16530 TRAPP Comm. Numbers ix.11 That fusty, swell- 
cs sowring, spreading corruption of nature and practice. 

. Of persons, places, etc.; Having an unpleasant, 
‘close’, or ‘stuffy’ smell such as arises from dirt, 
dust, or damp. 

@ 1529 SKELTON Agst. Garnesche 77 Fusty bawdyas. 
1601 B. Jonson Poetastey 1. iv, Hang him, fustie Satire, 
he smells all goat. 1602 2xd Pt. Return fr. Parnass. v. 
iv. 2233 Farewell musty, dusty, rusty, fusty London. 
c 1648-50 Braruwait Barnabees Frni. X va, Ins are nasty, 
dusty, fustie. 1798 A. Sewarp Ze??¢. (1811) V. 147 Old 
fusty stuff-beds. 1840 Lapy GranviL_e Le?zz, Jan. (1894) II. 
299 Intense heat in the mild, fusty weather, 1842 DickENS 
in Forster Zz 111. 101 Dirty clothes-bags musty, moist and 
fusty. 1848 KincsLey Saznt’s Trag. ww. iv, Stifling her 
with fusty sighs. 186 Hucues Tom Brown at Oxf. iv, A 
fusty old gown which had been about college probably for 
ten generations. 

3. fig. That has lost its freshness and interest ; 
bearing marks of age or neglect ; of old-fashioned 
appearance or behaviour, ‘ fogeyish’. 

1606 Suaks. Jy. & C7. 1. iii. 161 At this fusty stuffe, The 
large Achilles .. laughes out a lowd applause. 1609 W. M. 
Man in Moone (1857) 84 True is the proverbe, though fustie 
to fine wits. 1674 J. D. Mad/1.i. in Dryden's Wks. 1884 
VIII. 513 All pretty Ladies will shun thee for a fusty Hus- 
band, 1728 Carrey Song in Vanbr. & Cib. Prov. Husd. 1v, 
If I stay ’till I grow gray, They'll call me old Maid, and 
fusty old jade. 1743-4 Mrs. DeLany Let. to Mrs. Dewes 
in Life & Corr. 249 Old fusty physicians, you know, are 
full of ceremony. 1782 Miss Burney Cecilia x, x, What 
could ever induce you to give up your charming estate for 
the sake of coming into his fusty old family! 1833 Tenny- 
son Poems 153, I forgave you all the blame, Musty Chris- 
topher ; I could ot forgive the praise, Fusty Christopher. 
1842 Mrs. Gore Fascin. 164 Létoriére is too good a rider 
.. to lose his time with fusty Latin and Greek. 1883 Gd. 
Words 183 The doctors say we get musty and fusty if we 
stay in one place. 

+b. ?Ill-humoured, peevish, dull. Obs, rare—'. 

1668 Pepys Diary 18 June, My wife still in a melancholy, 
fusty humour, and crying, and do not tell me plainly what 
it 1s, 

+e. Used as sd.: A ‘seedy’ person. Obs. 

a1732 Gay Distress'd Wife u,v, lf Mr. Forward calls, 
I think—Yes—You may let him in., But, be sure you let in 
no Fusties. 


4. Comb., as fusty-framed, -looking, -rusty adjs. 
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1593 Tell-Troth's N. Y. Gift 4 After the finishinge of 
whose fustie framed speech. 1782 Cowrer Let. to Unwin 

Jan. in Life 1804 III, 110 But what shall we say of his 
Proknson’s) fusty-rusty remarks upon Henry and Emma? 
1877 M. M. Grant Sun-Maid i, A fusty-looking old per- 
sonage with a large umbrella. 

Hence Fu'stily adv., Fu'stiness ; also (jocular 
nonce-wds.) Fu'sticate v., to make fusty; Fu's- 
tified a.=FUSTY a. 3. 

1526 Househ, Ord. (1790) 218 Item, that the Brewers doe 
brew good and seasonable stuff without Weevell or Fus- 
tines. a@1661 Futter Worthies (1840) III. 333 If any 
fustiness be found in his writings, it comes not from the 
grape, but from the cask. a@1722 Liste Husb. (1752) 169 
*Tis not only the loss of those grains that actually grow, 
but a foulness and fustiness also. 1835 Becxrorp Recod/. 
150 This most consequential of equerries .. invited us .. 
to screen ourselves from the meridian heats .. Preceded 
by the right pompous and fustified equerry, we diverged 
from the mended track. 1839 Blackw. Mag. XLVI. 734 
When there was a sort of golden age .. and shepherds had 
nothing to do but pipe .. The country pipes now-a-days, 
are terribly fusticated with tobacco. 1864 Realm 18 
May 8 We have so long associated him [an actor] with 
Melter Moss, that rustiness and fustiness seemed a normal 
part of his being. 1874 Brackie Se/fCudt, 30 A student, 
and smells fustily of books, as an inveterate smoker does of 
tobacco. 1883 J. Payn Thicker than Water 151 The one 
is fustiness, the other is skimpiness. In the former case 
.. the air is rather difficult to breathe. Flue is everywhere. 

Fusun, obs. form of Foison. 

Fu'sure. vare—°. [ad. L. fistira founding, f. 
Jundére to found (metals).] Fusing, smelting. 

1727 Baitey vol. Il, /usure, a flowing or melting of 
Metals. Hence in mod. Dicts. 

+ Fut, 7¢. Ods. [? an instinctive exclamation; 


but cf. Foor sé, 1 b,] Used to express surprise. 
1602 Marston Ant. & Mel, 1. Wks. 1856 I, 23 Fut, how 
he tickles yon trout under the gilles. /dzd. 11. 35. 


Fut, obs. and Sc. form of Foor. 
Futchel(1 (f tél). [Of obscure origin. 


Possibly repr. some compound of Foor ; cf. Ao/e-foot, ‘ the 
hind end of a pole which goes into the cleaves of the 
futchels * (Knight).] 

One of the pieces of timber carrying or supporting 
the shafts, or pole, or splinter-bar of a carriage. 

1794 W. FELton Carriages (1801) I. 50 The futchels are 2 
light timbers fixed in The fore axeltree bed. 1851 /2/ustr. 
Catal. Gt. Exhib. 1, 260 Friction plates attached to futchells. 
1853 Ure Dict. Arts (ed. 4) II. 940 The futchel or socket 
for the pole of the carriage, must also be jointed to the 
middle of the fore-axletree bed and splinter bar. 1876 
Voyte M2. Dict. (ed. 3), Mutchels are strong pieces of wood 
or iron, three in number, uniting the splinter-bar and the 
axle-tree bed of a gun-carriage or limber. 

+FEute, v. Obs.—' [? echoic.] z¢7. To whistle. 

c1650 Robin Hood 52 in Furniv. Percy Folio 1. 29 Now 
fute on, fute on thou cutted fryar..it is not the futing in 
a fryers fist that can doe me any ill. 

Fute, obs. Sc. form of Foop, Foor. 

Fute, Futerer, var. Frure, FEwrERER, Ods. 

Futher, -ir, obs. forms of FotHer sé, 

Futhore (f7 pprk). Also futhark, -ork. [Named 
from the first six letters, 7, #, A, p or a,7,.] The 
Runic alphabet. 

1851 D. Witson Preh. Ann. (1863) II. 1v. iv. 285 The 
name futhork is applied to all systems of phonetic signs of 
the Teutonic Stock, for the same reason as those of classical 
derivation are called alphabet. 1865 Lussock Preh, Times 
App. (1878) 618 We possess no less than 61 Runic Futhorcs. 
1868 G, SrerHENS Xv27c Mon. I. p. vii, Shown by a couple 
of the later futhorcs, 

Futile (fitil, -oil), a [a. F. futile or ad. L. 
fiitil’s (more correctly futtz/és) that easily pours 
out, leaky, hence untrustworthy, vain, useless, usu. 
supposed to be f. fed- stem of fundére to pour out. ] 

1. Incapable of producing any result; failing 
utterly of the desired end through intrinsic defect ; 
useless, ineffectual, vain. 

¢1555 Harrsrietp Divorce Hen. VITI (Camden) 252 How 
weak and futile it is..we have already shown, c1750 
SHENSTONE L/egies ix. 31 Disdaining riches as the futile 
weeds. 1758 JoHnson /d/er No. 13 ® 8 Half the rooms are 
adorned with a kind of futile tapestry. 1792 Burke Pres. 
St. Affairs Wks. VII. 113 Render it as futile in its effects, 
as it is feeble in its principle. 1802 Syp. Smitu Wks, (1867) 
I. 12 All complaint is futile which is not followed up by 
appropriate remedies. 1853 C. Bronte V7ddet¢e xvii, These 
struggles with the natural character .. may seem futile and 
fruitless, but in the end they do good. 1875 Jowetr Plato 
(ed. 2) I. 112 An inference that Protagoras evades by drawing 
a futile distinction between the courageous and the confident. 
1875 E. WuitEe Life in Christ Pref. (1878) 13 This is indeed 
an appeal which is made by every futile dreamer. 

2. Occupied with things ofno value or importance, 
addicted to trifling, lacking in purpose. ? Ods. 

1736 Botincproke Patriot. (1749) 112 These judgments 
and these reasonings may be expected in an age as futile and 
as corrupt asours. 4751 Cuesterr. Le??, (1792) III. 152 The 
polite conversation of the men and women of fashion at 
Paris, though not always very deep, is much less futile and 
frivolous than ours here. Jézd. 192 Frivolous futile people. 
1791 BosweELL Fohnson 27 Mar. an. 1775 ‘Davy has some 
convivial pleasantry about him ; but 'tis a futile fellow.’ 

+3. Unable to hold one’s tongue, addicted to 
talking, loquacious. Obs. [From the etymological 
sense, ‘leaky’.] Cf. Furiniry 3. 

1612 Bacon Ess., Counsell (Arb.) 320 One futile person, 
that maketh it his glory to tell, will do more hurt, then 
manie that know it their dutie to conceale. 1625 — Simzuda- 
tion (Arb.) 508 Talkers and Futile Persons, 
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4. quasi-sb. A futile person. 

1892 I’, Duncan Canaanitish Woman x. 130 After all, why 
should he remain for ever among the futiles? 

Hence Fu'tilely adv., Fu‘tileness. 

1727 Bairey vol. II, Futileness, Futility, Blabbing, 
Silliness, Lightness, Vanity. 1812 J. J. Henry Camp. agst. 
Quebec 80 Being without arms, and in an unknown country, 
my inconsequence and futileness lay heavy on my spirit. 
1881 Harper's Mag. LXIII. 353 Regnault met his death, 
futilely in almost the last engagement ofthe war. 1888 Mrs. 
M. Huncerrorp Hon. Mrs.Vereker \. xvii. 232 The Chinese 
lanterns that so liberally, but so futilely, sought to light the 
pleasure grounds. 


Futilita‘rian, ¢.andsd. [A humorous coinage, 
f. Furimiry, after UTILITARTAN. ] 

A. adj. Devoted to futility or futile pursuits. 
B. sb. One who is devoted to futility. 

1827 Soutuey in C. C, Southey Lz § Corr. V. 290 If the 
Utilitarians would reason and write like you, they would no 
longer deserve to be called Futilitarians. 1834 — Doctorxxxv. 
(x848) 85 The whole race of Political Economists, our 
Malthusites, Benthamites, Utilitarians, or Futilitarians. 1873 
F. Hart Mod. Eng. 19 note, The word international, intro- 
duced by the immortal Bentham, and Mr. Carlyle’s gzemanity 
..are significantly characteristic of the utilitarian philan- 
thropist and of the futilitarian misanthropist, respectively. 


+ Futilitous, @. Obs. rare—?. [irreg. f. Furi- 
LIT-Y +-0US.] = FUTILE. 

1765 Sterne 77. Shandy VIII. xiii, Love is..one of the 
most Agitating, Bewitching .. Futilitous..of all human 


passions. 
Futility (fiztiliti). [ad. F. fudihté or L. 


Siitt-, futtilitatem, f. futtelis : see FUTILE and -1TyY.] 

1. The quality of being futile; triflingness, want 
of weight or importance ; esp. inadequacy to pro- 
duce a result or bring about a required end, in- 


effectiveness, uselessness. 

1623 CocKERAM, Ftilitie, vanitie. 1654 WHITLOCK Zooto- 
mia 477 Divine Poems .. might well absolve Poetry of its 
objected Futility, and Levity. 1732 BerKeLry A lciphr. v. 
§ 19 Whatever futility there may be in their notions. 1777 
Priesttey Disc. Philos. Necess. 204 Shew the futility of 
these replies, if you can. 1845 MceCuttocu Taxation 1. 
vi. (1852) 253 We have already seen the futility of all attempts 
to assess taxes proportionally to real profits. 1875 JowETT 
Plato (ed. 2) I, 117 The manifest futility and absurdity of 
the explanation. 1879 M. Arnotp Mixed Ess., Irish 
Cathol. 104 We should recognize the futility of contending 
against the most rooted of prejudices. 

2. Disposition to trifle or be occupied with trifles, 
incapacity for serious affairs or interests, lack of 


purpose, frivolousness. 

1692 Bentiry Loyle Lect. iii. 28 The same trifling futility 
appears in their xii Signs of the Zodiack. 1748 CHESTERF. 
Lett. (1792) I. clvi. 57 If they [diversions] are futile and 
frivolous, it is time worse than lost, for they will give you 
an habit of futility. 1758 Jounson /d/er No. 25 P 11 Leave 
foppery and futility to die of themselves. 1856 Mrs. C. 
Criarke Shaks. Char. xx. (1863) 507 If they go wrong, it is 
from utter futility and incapacity to keep out of harm’s way. 
1866 Gro. Exvior F#. Holt 11. xxiii. 128 The noisy futility 
that belongs to schismatics generally. 

+3. Talkativeness, loquacity, inability to hold 
one’s tongue. Cf, FuTILE a. 3. Obs. 

1640 Watts tr. Bacon's Adv. Learn. vim. ii. 383 The 
Futility of vaine Persons, which easily utter, as well what 
may be spoken, as what should be secreted. 1692 R. 
L’Estrance Fadles cccexxvii, This Fable does not strike 
so much at the Futility of Women in General, as at the 
Incontinent Levity of a Prying Inquisitive Humour. 

4. Something that is futile. 

1667 Br. S. Parker vee & Iuepart, Censure 100, I am sure 
that those Notions..were but grand and pompous Futilities, 
1840 CartyLe Heroes iii. (1841) 163 He was but a loud- 
sounding inanity and futility ; at bottom, he zas not at all. 
1843 — Past §& Pr. 1. i, His mouth full of loud futilities. 
1870 Lowe. Study Wind, 222 A patchwork of second-hand 
memories is a laborious futility, hard to write and harder 
to read. 1871 Moriey Voltaire (1886) 8 ‘To reduce the 
faith to a vague futility. 

Futilize (fiztiloiz), v. rare. 
-1ZE.] trans, To make futile. 

1766 H. Brooke Jool of Qual. II. ix. 119 Her whole soul 
and essence is futilized and extracted into shew and super- 
ficials. 1867 R. M. Puittrore tr. Dupanloup’s Stud. 
Wom. vi. (1869) 35 Not to futilize (if I may be allowed the 
word) the mind of men, who are already too much inclined 
to futility. | 

+ Fu'tilous, a. Ods. [irreg. f. L. fiiti-, futtil-is 
ForiLE+-ous.] = FUTILE. 

1607 S. Hieron Defence 1. 171 These arguments. .are futil- 
ous. 1631 R. ByrteLp Doc?ty. Sabd. 11 A futilous distinction 
of of and to. 1643 True Informer 30 The Authors. .were 
worthlesse and meane futilous persons. 1647 Warp Szzp, 
Cobler 26 It is a most unworthy thing, for men, to spend their 
lives in making fidle-cases for futilous womens phansies. 1692 
Wasuincton tr. JZilton's Def. Pop. viii. (1851) 201 Which is 
enough to discover how futilous you are, to say, as you have 
done, that it was a Pope. 1703 Br. Patrick Comm. 2 Sam. 
vi. 20 Not with a futilous, lascivious, and petulant joy, but 
with a pious and moderate. 

Futra: see Fourre. 

Futtling (fo'tlin). aut. =Foor-wa.ine (sée 
Foor sd. 35). 

c1850 Rudim. Navig. (Weale) 119 Footwadling, or Futtling, 
or Cezling, the inside plank of the ship’s bottom. 

Futtock (fw'teak). aut. Also 8 foot-hook. 
[prob., as already suggested in quot. 1644, a pro- 
nunciation of foot-hook (see quot. 1769).] 

1. One of the middle timbers of the frame of a 


ship, between the floor and the top timbers. 


[f£ Form + 





FUTURE. 


1611 CotcGR., Cour-baston .. (in a ship) a crooked peece of 
tymber, tearmed a Knee, or Futtocke. 1644 MANwayRING 
Sea-mans Dict., Futtocks, this word is commonly pronounced 
but I thinke more properly it should be called Foote-hookes 5 
for the Futtocks are those compassing timbers, which give 
the bredth and bearing to the ship, which are scarfed to the 
ground-timbers. 1769 Fatconrr Dict, Marine (1776), 
Futtocks, the middle division of a ship’s timbers: or those 
parts which are situated between the floor and the top- 
timbers .. As the epithet ooked is -. applied .. to several 
crooked timbers in a ship, as the breast-hooks, fore-hooks, 
after-hooks, &c., this term is evidently derived from the 
lowest part or_ foot of the timber and from the shape of the 
piece. 1789 G. Keate Pelew Isl. 94 The jolly-boat was 
dispatched to.. fetch some timbers for futtocks. 1832 
Marryat JN. Forster iii, Several of the lower futtocks and 
timbers still hung together. 1846 Appison Contracts 1. vii. 
§ 2 (1883) 998 The twenty-two broken futtocks of the vessel 
were concealed only by the ballast. c18s0 Rudim. Nawig. 
(Weale) 120 Futtocks..are named according to their 
situation, that nearest the keel being called the first futtock ; 
the next above, the second futtock, etc. ; 

2. Comb., as futtock-mould, -rigging, -timber. - 
Also futtock-head, -hole, -hoop (see quots.) ; 
futtock-plank = LIMBER-STRAKE ; futtock-plate, 
one of the iron plates crossing the sides of the top- 
rim perpendicularly, to which the futtock-shrouds 
are secured; futtock-rider (see quot. 1867); 
futtock-shroud, one of the small shrouds which 
secure the lower dead-eyes and futtock-plates of 
top-mast rigging to a band round a lower mast ; 
futtock-staff, -stave (see quots.). 

1867 Smytu Sazlor’s Word-bk., *Futtock-head, in ship- 
building, is a name for the sth, the 7th, and the oth diagonals, 
1846 Younc Naut. Dict. s.v. Futtock-shrouds, They are 
often formed by a continuation of the topmast rigging 
coming down through holes in the top, called *futtock-holes, 
1867 Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Futtock-holes, places through 
the top-rim for the futtock-plates. 1874 Knicut Dict. Mech. 
I. 931 *Futtock-hoop, a hoop encircling the mast. at a point 
below the head, and serving for the attachment of the 
shackles of the futtock-shrouds. 1664 E. BusHneti Compd, 
Shipwright 19 The .. *futtock-Mould is hauled downward. 
1846 Younc Naut. Dict., Limber-strake..sometimes called 
the */utlock-plank. 1769 Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) 
M mij, Aniron band, called the *foot-hook-plate. 1841 R. H. 
Dana Seaman's Man. 106 Futtock-plates. 1769 FALCONER 
Dict. Marine (1789), Eguillettes..the *futtock-riders. 1867 
Smytu Sailor's Word-bk., Futtock-riders, when a rider is 
lengthened by means of pieces batted or scarphed to it and 
each other, the first piece is termed the first futtock-rider, 
the next the second futtock-rider, and so on. c1860 H. 
Stuart Seamnan’s Catech. 17 What is the name of the rigging 
from the necklace to the toprims? *Futtock-rigging. 1769 
Fatconer Dict. Marine (1789) Mmij, A rope called the 
*foot-hook-shroud. 1840 R. H. Dana Bef. Mast vi. 13 He 
fell from the star-board futtock shrouds. 1861 H. KincsLry 
Ravenshoe vi, Clinging to the futtock shrouds. 1841 R. H. 
Dana Seaman's Man, 106 *futtock-staff, a short piece of 
wood or iron, seized across the upper part of the rigging, to 
which the catharpin legs aresecured. 1794 Rigging & Sea- 
manship 1. 166 *Futtock-stave, a short piece of rope served 
over with spun-yarn, to which the shrouds are confined at 
the catharpins. 1841 R. H. Dana Seaman's Man. 107 
*Futtock-timbers, those timbers between the floor and navel 
timbers and the top timbers. 

+ Futurable, a. Ols.—' [f. FuruRE+-ABLE.] 
That may happen in the future. 

1655 Futter Ch. Hist. xi. iii. § 51. 175 What the issue.. 
would have been, is only known to him..whose prescience 
extends not only to things future, but futurable, having the 
certain cognisance of contingents, which might, yet never 


actually shall, come to passe. . 
[f med.L. fretvral-zs 


+ Futura‘lity. Ods.—* 
(f. futiér-us future: see -AL)+-Iry.] Futurity ; 
the future (of a person). 

1666 G. Atsor AZaryland (1869) 101 What the futurality 
of'my days will bring forth, I know not. 

Future (fititi, fiz-t{ar), a and sé. Also 4 
futur. [a. OF. and F. futur masce., future fem., 
ad. L. fudarus, fut. pple. of esse to be, f. stem fz- 
(see BE etym. 3).] 

A. adj. 

1. That is to be, or will be, hereafter. Often 
qualifying a sb., with the sense; The person or 
thing that is expected to be (what the sb. denotes). 

1374 Cuaucer Troylus v. 748 Futur tyme, er I was in 
the snare, Coude I not seen. c¢1440 Gesta Rom. xxviii. 105 
(Harl. MS.) Vyneger was gode, and that is for be preterit 
tyme; wyne is gode, and bat is for the presente tyme ; and 
muste shalle be gode, and that is for the future tyme. 1600 
Haxtuyr Voy. III. 860 There is no likelihood of future 
sedition .. in any of the kingdoms. 1641 Mitton Ch. Govt. 
1. vii, The trifling doubts and jealousies of future sects. 1725 
Warts Logic u. v. § 7 We attain the greatest assurance of 
things past and future by divine faith> 1816 M. GREENLEAF 
Distr, Maine 136 Like every thing future, all speculations 
on this subject must .. be in a measure uncertain. 1838 
Lytton Alice 25, I wish I were the future Lady Vargrave. 
1841-71 T. R. Jones Anim. Kingd. (ed. 4) 228 The little 
embryo bears no resemblance whatever to the future animal. 
1860 T'ynpAtt Glac. 1. xxvi. 374 To help future observers 
to place this point beyond doubt, etc. 1882 J. H. Brunt 
Ref. Ch. Eng. 11. 428 The series of events which the future 
Cardinal thus indicated in outline. 1884 tr. Lofze's Metaph. 
264 If to one and the same consciousness that is to become 
Present which was previously Future to it. 1 Law 
Times XCVIII, 280/1 The injury..blighting the plaintiff's 
whole future career. 

b. In certain contexts used sfec. with reference to 
the condition of the soul after death. A future 


state, life; existence after death, esp. as an object 
of belief, 


FUTURE. 


1733 Pore Ess. Man 1. Contents, It is partly upon this 
Ignorance of future Events, and partly upon the Hope of a 
Future State, that all his Happiness in the Present depends. 
1799 Wittes & Durnrorp Comm. Pleas Cases 550 Suppos- 
ing an infidel who believes a God..but does not believe 
a future state, be examined on his oath. 1883 GiLmouR 
Mongols xvii. 207 The theory of a man’s future state depend- 
ing simply on the preponderance of his good or bad actions. 

ec. absol. or e/lipt.; esp. in phr. 2” future. 

1607 Suaks. 777207 1. i. 141 Three Talents on the present ; 
in future, all. 1650 Wetpon Crt. Fas. J, 155 It utterly 
cast him out of all favour from the King in future. 1667 
Mitton P, Z. m1. 78 Him God beholding from his prospect 
high, Wherin past, present, future he beholds. 1808 T. 
Linptey Voy. Brasil 28, I shall be obliged to..endure a 
dark room in future. : 

2. Of or pertaining to time to come; esp. in 
Gram. of a tense: Relating to time to come; 
describing an event yet to happen. Also ed/zf¢. 
(=future tense). 

Future perfect (tense): expressing an event or action 
viewed as past in relation to a given future time. 

1530 Patscr. 84 The future tens, as ye parlerdy. 1579 
Fuite Refut. Rastell 768 Hee maketh them .. plainer by 
chaunging the pretertence into the future. 1612 BrinsLrey 
Pos. Parts (1669) 34 What time speaks the I'uture Tense 
of? A, Of the time to Come. 1633 Earn Mancu. AZ 
Mondo (1636) 32 Man is a future creature, the eye of his 
soule lookes beyond this life. 1708 Brit. Apollo No, 51. 
1/2 Tho’ the first Aorist be..used for the second future. 
1824 L. Murray Lng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 124 The first Future 
‘Tense. . The second Future. 


4] 3. Loosely used for: Subsequent (to a specified 
past epoch). 


1600 J. Lane Tom Tel-troth 120 Since those times by 
future times were changed. 1630 RX. Yohnson’s Kingda. & 
Commw. 114 Scotland .. in times past began at the Moun- 
taine Grampius..But in future times, by the extinguish- 
ment of the Picts, it reached also unto Tweed. 1664 PowER 
Lxp. Philos. 1. 107 Prognosticks..made good by the future 
event of the Experiments, 1858 W. L. Sarcant Soc. /nnov. 
27 This rhapsody will not be intelligible to those unac- 
quainted with St. Simon’s future history. 


B. sé. 


+1. p/7. Future events. Ods. 

€ 1374 Cuaucer Boeth. v. vi. 133 (Camb. MS.) It..pro- 
cedith fro preteritz in to futuris. /é7d. 134 It ne hath nat 
the futuris pat ben nat yit. 1654 WuitLocKk Zoolomia 476 
poreence against all sorts of Futures that fall under our 

are. 

2. The future. 
Phr. For the future: in all future time. 

c 1400 Rom. Rose 5015 Aforn hir she may see In the future 
som socour. 1601 SuHaks. Add's Well ww. ii. 63 ‘That what 
in time proceeds, May token to the future, our past deeds. 
1693 Hum. §& Conv, Town 63 All the Fury of Minor 
Criticks follow. .all his Opinions for the future. 1796 Camz- 
paigns 1793-4 II. viii. 52 V'Il..teach him to take better care 
forthe future, 1822 Hazuitr 7ad/e-7, 1. iii. 52 The future is 
like a dead wall or a thick mist hiding all objects from our 
view. 1878 Mortey Crit. Misc. Ser. 1. Carlyle 197 The 
industrial organization of the future. 

personified. 182% SHELLEY Adonais i, Till the Future 
dares Forget the Past. 

b. What will happen in the future. 

1607 SuHaks. 7v0n 11. i. 157 The future comes apace. 
1732 Pore Ess. Man 1, 8x Oh blindness to the future! 
Kindly giv’n.. 1759 Jounson Rasselas xxix. (1787) 85 The 
future [is the object] of hope and fear. 1820 Lams Zia, 
Oxf, in Vac., The mighty future is as nothing, being every- 
thing! 1866 GLapsronr in Pall Mall G. 28 July (892) 
1/2 Youcannot fight against the future. .time is on our side. 

3. a. A condition in time to come different (esp. 
in a favourable sense) from the present. 

1852 H. Rocers Zcé. Faith (1853) 61 Every little present 
has its little future for which we live. 1879 E. Arnotp Z+. 
Asia v. 132 Making all futures fruits of all the pasts. 1891 
C. James Rom. Rigmarole 86,1 would soon carve out a 
new future for us both. 

b. The prospective condition (of a person, 
country, etc.). 

1858 Lytron What will he do? u. viii, My sacrifice to 
gesper’s future might not have been in vain, 1863 Mary 

owitT tr. /. Bremer’s Greece I. viii. 263-4 See every- 
thing which belongs to the future of Greece. 1882 Prsopy 
Eng. Fournalism xx. 152 Its future is a future which ., is 
likely to add fresh lustre to the Newspaper Press. 

4. Gram.=future tense: see A. 2. 

188x Ruruerrorp New Phrynichus 405 It affords the 
necessary authority to supply deponent futures to a group 
of verbs. .of which by a singular fatality no future form has 
been preserved. 

5. One who is affianced in marriage, one’s be- 
trothed. [After F. fatur, future.] 

1827 T. Moore Mem. (1854) V. 196 Lord Charles took 
his pretty future to Church this morning to receive the 
sacrament. 

6. Comm. in pl. Goods (esp. corn, cotton and 
other produce) and stocks sold on an agreement for 
future delivery. Also, contracts to sell or buy on 


these terms. Also attrib., as in fudure system. 

1880 Daily News 10 Nov. 3/8 American futures are in 
better demand. 1883 Manch. Exam. 6 Nov. 4/4 Amongst 
the new developments of the cotton trade, the buying of 
futures may be looked upon as the most prominent, 1888 
Times 26 June 12/1 Coffee very dull on the spot and not 
much done in futures. 1896 Daily News 22 Sept. 8/4 The 
question on the programme was that of ‘futures’. 1897 
Westm. Gaz. 5 Jan. 9/1 The future system had created. .in 
New York. .an enormous market. 

+ Future, v. Ods. [f. Furure a.; cf. med.L. 
Jutiurare in the same sense.] ¢rans. To make 


future, put off to a future day. Also adso/, 


a. Time to come; future time. . 








627 


1642 R. Harris Sev. 15 And who knows but that there- 
fore God hath futured other hopes, and frustrated other 
means, to the intent that he might honor this ordinance? 
1646 Trare Comin. Yohn xii. 35 So they trifle, and by 
futuring, fool away their own salvation. 1647 — Jatt. 
xxv. 11 Trifling..with Christ and their souls, futuring their 
repentance. 1650 — Gev. xx. 8 So [they] are shut out, with 
the foolish Virgins, for their lingring and futuring. 

Futureless, ¢. [f Fururn sd, + -Luss.] 
Without a future, having no future before one. 

1863 All Year Round July 477/x An animal, a brute 


beast, soulless and futureless. 1879 Howeits ZL. Aroostook 
(1882) I. 141 The ordinary, futureless young girl. 

+Fuwturely, adv. Ols. [f. Fururna.+ -Ly 2.] 
In future, at a future time, hereafter. Also Joosely, 
at a time later than a certain epoch, thereafter. 

c16rr CHApmMaN /diad vi. 201 This field the Lycians 
futurely..the Errant call’d. 1628 Srrarrorp in Browning 
Life (x891) 293 A distinction by which I shall futurely 
govern my self. 1649 Jer. TayLor Gt. Exemp. m. xv. 78 
Jesus. .foretold great sadnesses .. futurely contingent to it. 
1673 Garroway in Debates Ho. of C. (Grey) II. 213 As for 
Duncombe’s argument of building ships futurely, Money 
may be had. 1793 G. Reap in Léfe & Corr, (1870) 547 That 
I may not be thought concluded from asking for an increase 
of allowance futurely. 

Fu'tureness. [f. Fururr a.+-ness.] The 
quality of being future. 

1829 Jas. Mitt Hum. Mind (1869) II, xiv. § 5. 118 You 
have pastness, presentness, and futureness. 1875 McCosu 
Scot. Philos. li. 386 Time is pastness, presentness, and 
futureness joined by association. ; 

Futurist (fiz titirist), sd. (@.) Theol. [f. FuruRE 
sb, +-181,] One who believes that the Scripture 
prophecies, esp. those in the Book of Revelation, 
are still to be fulfilled in the future. 

The sense ‘one who has regard to the future’, given in 
Worcester 1846, and expanded in later Dicts., is prob. 
a figment. 

1842 G.S. Faser Prov. Lett, (1844) 1, 88 xote, Dr. Todd 
and Mr. Mac-Causland .. are alike stanch Antiprotestant 
Futurists. 1854 D.S. Desprez Afocal. Fulfilled i.2 We 
have Preeterists and Futurists—one class of interpreters 
believing that the Apocalypse was fulfilled in the first three 
or four centuries of the Christian zra; another class main- 
taining that, with the exception of the three first chapters, 
none of it is fulfilled. 1882 Farrar Larly Chr, II, 227. 

b. attrib. passing into adj. 

1878 H. G. Guinness Hid of Age Pref. (1880) 5 The 
futurist school of prophetic interpreters. 1881 Ch. Times 
25 Feb. 121 To give themselves up .. to idle futurist specu- 
lations. | ; 

Futuritial (fidtiuri-fal), @ Ods.—° ff. 
FuTURIT-Y +-(1)AL.] Relating to what is to come; 
pertaining to future time or events. 

1846in WorcEsTER (citing Hamitron); hence inmod. Dicts. 


Futurition (fivtiuri‘fon). Prz/os. [ad. med. L. 
Sutirition-em, irreg. f. futir-us FUTURE. 

As a metaphysical term the med.L. word is used e.g. by 
St. Bonaventura OZera ed. Peltier 1864 II. 65 b, in dis- 
cussions relating to God’s foreknowledge of events. A 
different sense,=‘ the act of forecasting the future’, occurs 
in a letter of Bp. Jewel, 1 Aug. 1559, in Zurich Lett. ser. 1 
(Parker Soc.) App. 22. The Parker Soc. translator renders 
Jewel’s valde deditum futuritionibus by ‘mightily addicted 
to futuritions’; but the sense is not otherwise authenticated 
either in Lat. or Eng.] 

1. Existence or occurrence in the future; future 
existence or accomplishment. Now rare. 

1641 D. Cawprey 3 Sev. 72 In the one there shall be 
a succession of punishments, and so there shall be a respect 
of futurition or time tocome. 1654 Vitvain 7heorenz. Theol. 
ii. 64 A certainty of divine Prescience touching the precise 
period of every mans life, as also the order or maner of its 
futurition. 16539 Pearson Creed (1682) I. 115 In which words 
is clearly expressed the futurition of salvation certain by 
him. 1684-5 SoutH Sevmz. (1823) I. 207 Is it imaginable, 
that the great means of the worlds redemption .. should 
hang so loose in respect of its futurition as [etc.]. 1824 
L. Murray Lng. Gram. (ed. 5) I. 147 The word shall... 
does not mean, to promise..in the third person, but the 
mere futurition of an event. 1882-3 in Schaff Hvycycl. 
Relig. Knowl, 111. 2524/1 While foreknowledge may insure 
the certain futurition of a volition. 

b. quasi-concr. A future event or existence; a 
futurity. 

1668 Suietts Waphtali Pref. 49 Let us not be anxious 
about futuritions. @1670 Hacker Cent. Serie. (1675) 996 
There is a futurition of glory forthe Soul. 1684 T. Burner 
Th. Earth 1, 107 Seeing thorough the possibilities and 
futuritions of each [world]. 1840 Blackw. Mag. XLVIII. 
144 Some mere futurition, as metaphysicians love to speak, 
some event in futurity. 

2. The quality, attribute, or fact of being future ; 
the fact or circumstance that (something specified) 
will be. 

1666 Spurstowe Sir. Chym. (1668) 79 Futurition in 
respect of existency of things, is no prejudice to the Eye 
of Faith, in the beholding of them as present. 1699 BurNET 
39 Art. xvii. (1700) 153 When God decrees that anything 
shall be, it has from that a certain futurition. 1754 Epwarps 
Freed, Wiil tv. viii. 251 The Acts and State of the Wills of 
moral Agents, which had a fix’d Futurition from Eternity. 
1839 Blackw. Mag. XLV. 462 The Romans .. had .. forms 
expressing futurition and desire. 1847 BusHNELL Chr. 
Nurt. vii. (1861) 166 If there is any law of futurition. 


Futurity (fiztitioriti). [f Fururn+-rry.] 

1. The quality, state, or fact of being future; 
=FUTURITION 2. rare. 

1637 Bastwick Litany 1. 11 The hope of my blessednes 


is not here: the futurity of which doth no way mitigate my 
comfort. 1660 GLANVILL Scefs. Sci, vili. 74 The bare 














FUZZ, 


Possibilities, which never commence into a Futurity. 1864 
Burton Scot Ady. Il. i. 56 The comforting elements of 
futurity and uncertainty. 

2. Future time ; the future; a future space of time. 

1604 Suaks. Oth, 111. iv. 117 Nor present Sorrowes, Nor pur- 
pos’d merit in futurity. 1664 Power ZZ. Philos. 1. 60 A white 
Spot..which in futurity proves the Heart with its Veins and 
arteries. 1741 Ricuarpson Pamela (1824) I. 159 Involved 
in the dark bosom of futurity. 1792 S. Rocrrs Pleas. Mem, 
u. 58 Futurity’s blank page. 1819 Scorr Leg. Montrose i, 
These events were still in the womb of futurity. 1841 
Myers Cath. Th. tv. xxxiii. 346 The particular events and 
personages of a distant futurity. 1876 Moztry Univ. 
Serm. ili. (1877) 64 Throwing forward into the darkness of 
futurity an image of himself here. 

3. What is future. 

a. What will exist or happen in the future ; 
future events as a whole. Also + those that will 
live in the future, posterity (obs. rave). 

1664 Power Lf. Philos. Pref. 17 And perhaps not out of 
the reach of futurity to exhibit. 1713 BerkELEy Guardian 
No. 35 P5 A wretch racked .. with..a secret dread of 
futurity. 1738 Swirt Lez. 24 Aug., I will. .contrive some way 
to be known to futurity, that [etc.]. 1754 SHerLocK Disc. 
(1759) I. i. 19 We must have no Share or Lot in the Glories 
of Futurity. 178x Gipson Decl. §& Fall III. 60 An Egyp- 
tian monk, who possessed. .the knowledge of futurity. 1884 
J.S. C. Aspotr Wafoleon (1855) I. xxiv. 389 The caprices 
of fate and the uncertainty of futurity. 

b. fl. Future events. 

1651 Biccs New Disp. P 304 In the futurities of our per- 
formances. 1694 J. Hower in H. Rogers Lif x. (1863) 285 
Such sad futurities God, in mercy to us, hides from us. 
@1703 Burxitr Ox N. 7. Luke xxi. 7 What an itching 
curiosity there is in the best of men, to know futurities. 
1779 FRANKLIN Lett. Wks, 1889 VI. 420, I must one of these 
days go back to see him..but futurities are uncertain. 
1850 Mrs. Browninc Poems II. 177 O centuries That roll, 
in vision, your futurities My future grave athwart. a@18s9 
De Quincey Posthum. Wks. (1891) 1. 85 zote, The reader 
whose scholarship is still amongst his futurities. 

ec. State or condition in the future. Also, exist- 
ence after death, 

1741 Mippreton Cicero I. iii. 166 The expectation of 
a futurity. 1748 HartLey Odserv. Man 1. iil. 355 Rules 
.-which teach Mankind how to secure a happy Futurity. 
1775 JOHNSON Tax. xo Tyr. in Boswell an. 1775, This 
futurity of Whiggism. 1836 Hor. Smitu 7 Trump. 
(1876) 173 Futurity..what we are to be, determined by 
what we have been. 1860 Mitt Refr. Govt. (1865) 30/1 
The practical dangers to which the futurity of representa- 
tive governments will be exposed. 

Futurize (fiztitrsiz), v. rare. [f. Furore + 
-1ZE.] zntr. To form the future tense; to express 
the idea of futurity. 

1859 J. Hapiey Zss. (1873) 194 But it is in the Romance 
languages that this mode of ‘ futurizing’ (if we may so call it) 
has shown itself on the largest scale. 

Fuxl, -ol, -ul, obs. forms of Fowt sé. 

Fuyl, obs. Sc. form of Foot. 

1533 Gau Richt Vay To Radr. (1888) 3 As sum fuyl or 
munk maid. 

Fuyle, obs. form of FILE v.? or Fort v,1 

€ 1340 Cursor MM. 882 (Trin.) She hap me fuyled wib her 
synne. 

Fuyt, var. Frurs, Ods. 

Fuzil: see Fustt. 

Fuzz (fvz), sb... Insense 2 also 7 fuss. [Perh. 
imitative of the action of blowing away light 
particles. Cf, however, Fozy and the cognate 
words there cited.] 

1, Loose volatile matter; a mass of fine, light, 
fluffy particles. 

1674 N. Farrrax Bulk & Selv. 125 A Snayl..which is.. 
to our feeling, very cold, is fain to brood its as cold sweatty 
eggs..bespiewing them about with the fuzze of a cold 
clammy froth. c17z0 Prior Pontius & Pontia ii. Misc. 
Wks. (1740) 107 One ask’d, if that high fuzz of hair Was, 
bona fide, all your Own. 1840 Smart, /2z2z, volatile matter. 
1854 Hawrnorne Lzg. Wote-bks. 11. 319 Blankets with the 
woollen fuzz upon them. 1865 Miss Cary Bad/. § Lyrics 
61 Your hair | why, you've only a little gray fuzz! 1881 
Sat. Rev. No. 1320. 203 The expensive valentines are gaudy 
chromolithographic objects, fluttering in a fuzz of paper-lace. 

+2. = Fuzz-BaLL. Obs. 

16or Hoeranp Pliny II. 7 Puffes, Fusbals or Fusses. 
1656 Ripctey Pract. Physick 45 The most conservent is 
that Toadstool which is called a Fuss, 17o1-2 Dre La 
Pryme Diary (Surtees) 249 The bottom part of a great 
cup mushroom or fuz. 

3. Photogr. = FUZZINESS. 

1889 Anthony's Photogr. Bull. Il. 370 The importance of 
knowing beforehand by what standard (focus or fuzz) we 
are to be judged. i 

4. Comb,: fazz-type, a jocular name for a photo- 
graph with (intentional) blurred effect; fuzz- 
wig, a wig of crisp curls; so /w#z2-qwigeed ad). 

1848 Tuacxeray Bk, Snobs xi, A shovel-hatted fuzz- 
wigged Silenus. 1854 — % Leech’s Pict. (1869) 327 There 
was Rowlandson’s..Doctor Syntax in a fuzz-wig. 1893 
Brit. Frnt. Photogr. XL. 750 However tolerable a 14 X12 
fuzztype (as they have been jocularly called) may be. 

+ Fuzz, sb.2 Obs.rare. [cf. Fuzz v.38] A fuddled 
or muddled state. 

rir Swirt Led. (1767) III. 155, I think I’m in a fuzz, 
and don’t know what I say. 

+ Fuzz, v1 Obs. [echoic; cf. buzz, fizz.] intr. 
To buzz. Hence Fu'zzing v0/. sd. 

1676 T. Macr Musick's Mon. 11. iv. 57 You may discover 
the least Crack or Looseness of any Barr, by the shattering 
or Fuzzing it will make. 


FUZZ. 


Fuzz (fvz), v.2 slang. (See quot. 1754; it is 
doubtful whether the later explanations represent 
a change of sense or a misunderstanding.) 

1753 E. Moore in World No. 41 ® 7 As to shuffling, fuz- 
zing, changing of seats..he was an absolute ideot. 1754 
Cuesterr. /ézd. No. 101 ® 5, I was also a witness to the rise 
and progress of that most important verb, to_/zzz; which, 
if not of legitimate birth, is at least of fair extraction..it 
means no less than dealing twice together with the same 
pack of cards, for luck’s sake, at whist. 1755 Connoisseur 
No. 60 P 3 They can scarce tell what is meant by..fuzzing 
the cards. 1796 Grost Dict. Vulg. Tongue (ed. 3), To 
Fuzz, to shuffle cards minutely ; also, to change the pack. 

+ Fuzz, v.3 Ods.—' [Perh. connected with 
Fuzz sd.1, v.4 through the notion of blurring or 
confusing.] ‘rans. To make drunk, fuddle. 

1685 Woop Lif (O. H. S.) I1I. 152 The University troop 
dined with the Earl of Abendon at Ricot, and came home 
well fuz'd. 

Fuzz (fvz),v.4 [f. Fuzz b.1] 

1. intr. (See quots.) Also 40 fuzz out. 

1jozin J. K. Dict. 1706 Putvurs (ed. Kersey), To Fuzz, to 
ravel or run out, as some sorts of Stuff and Silk do. 1753 
Mrs. Devany Let. to Mrs. Dewes in Life §& Corr. (1862) 
258 Have you begun the shade for your toilette? If not, 
I believe you must do it to wash, for the catgut in time 
grows very limp, and the silk fuses. 1840 Smart, /zzz, to 
fly out in small particles. 1862 Miss YoncE C’tess Kate 
ix. (1881) 93 A flounced frock of dark silk figured with blue, 
that looked slightly fuzzed out. , ‘ 

2. trans. To cover with fine or minute particles, 

1851 S. Jupp Margaret xvii, The fine grail glancing in 
her eyes and fuzzing her face. 

Hence Fu'zzing ffi. a. 

1775 Asu, Fuzzing, flying off in small parts, fretting 
out in small particles. 

Fuzz-ball (fy-zbol). Forms: 6-7 fus(se)bal(1, 
7, 9 fuss-, 7-9 fuz-, 7- fuzz-ball. [f. Fuzz sd.1 
+ Bauu.] A popular name of the fungus Lycoper- 
don Bovista, puff-ball. 

1897 GEeRARDE Herbal iu. clxii. 1386 Puffes Fistes & Fusse- 
bals. 1598 R. Bernarp tr. Terence, Adelphi u. ii, He hath 
made..my head as soft as a fusball with buffets. 1616 
Surrt. & Marxu. Country Farme 328 With a Fusse-ball, 
or some sharpe smoake, smoake them to death. 1648 
SANDERSON Sev. II. 245 As soon as touched..[they] like 
a fuss-ball, resolve all into dust and smoak. 1755 GendJ. 
Mag. XXV. 585 The spungey internal part of the common 
fuz-ball. 1825 Waterton Wand. S. Amer. t.i, 107 Tread 
on it, and like the fuss-ball it will break into dust. 1863 
Mrs. Wuitney /. Gartney’s Girlhood iv. 25 Short, sandy 
hair standing up about the temples like a fuzz-ball. 

transf. and fig. 

1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 7 The Gray or Horse-Fly. 
Her legs..slit at the ends into two toes, both which are 
lined with two white sponges or-fuzballs. 1679 DryDEN 
Trotlius u. iii, You empty fuzz-balls, your heads are full of 
nothing else but proclamations. 1698 Fryer Acc. £. India 
& P. 291 When they [Hedge Hogs] fear any harm towards 
them, gather themselves into a round Fuz-ball. 

attrib, 1648 Herrick Hesper., Oberon’s Feast (1869) 126 
A little fuz-ball pudding stands By. 


Fuzze. ? Ods. [dial. var. Fuse sd.2] (See quot.) 

1802 Mawe Jinx. Derbysh. 204 Fuzze, straws, or hollow 
briars, reeds, &c., filled with powder. /zze-borer, an iron 
made red hot to bore a fuzze to hold powder. 


Fuzzen, obs. f. Forstn, and dial. f. Furzn, 
Fuzzily, Fuzziness: see under Fuzzy. 
+Fuzzle (fv'z’l), v. Obs. In 7 fusle. [cf. 
Fuzz v.38, Fuppun.| zrans. To intoxicate, make 


drunk, confuse, muddle, 

1621 Burton Anat. Mel. 1. ii. 1. vi, If the spirits of the 
brain be fusled.,at such a time, their children will be 
fusled in the brain. 1632 SHErwoon, To fuzzle, exyurer. 


Fuzzy (f:zi), a. [f. Fuzz sb.1+-¥1, Cf. Fozy.] 
1. Not firm or sound in substance; spongy. Ods. 


exc. dial. (Cf. Fozy.) 

1616 SurrL, & Marku. Country Farme iv.iv. 498 If your 
ground be subiect to anie filthie soft mosse, or fuzzie grasse, 
which is both vnsauourie and vnwholesome for beasts. 
1664 Power Exp. Philos. 1. 5 A fuzzy kinde of substance 
like little sponges. 1725 KeLty in Phil. Trans. XXXIV. 
122 A fuzzy sort of Earth, that we call Moss. 1728 T. 
SHERIDAN Persius (1739) 21 As dry and fuzzy as an old 
Branch spread over with Spungy Cork, 1824 Craven 
Gloss., Fuzzy, light and spungy. 1869 in Lonsdale Gloss. 

2. Frayed into loose fibres; covered with fuzz ; 


fluffy, downy. 

1713 STEELE Lvelishm. No. 40. 259 Their Linnen of the 
same Hue, and so fuzzy that it was not easy to distinguish. 
1823 Moor Suffolk Words s.y., The fine ends of silk or 
cotton..when they appear make the article ‘wear fuzzy’, 
1857 Hucues Tom Brown 1. v, Those fuzzy, dusty, padded 
first-class carriages. 1860 Ad/ Year Round No. 46. 460 
Nine pennyworth of muslin with gilt fuzzy ends. 1885 
Century Mag. XXX. 808 Seen through a magnifying glass, 
rough or plain paper has a surface., made up of fuzzy 
elevations and depressions, not unlike that of cotton cloth, 
but on asmaller scale. 1894 777es 9 Feb. 8/3 There are so 
many fuzzy politicians who have not hearts but only cotton 
wool in the place of them. 

3. Blurred, indistinct. 

1778 Phil. Trans. LXVIII. 401 Venus appeared very dim 
and fuzzy. 1832 G. Downes Lett. Cont. Countries 1. 30 
The fuzzy glass. 1871 Daily News 20 Dec. 2/4 It makes 
the picture more ‘fuzzy’. 1884 Gd. Words Dec. 819/2 His 
drawing is rougher and fuzzier. 


4. Of hair: Frizzy, fluffy. 

a1825 Forsy Voc. E. Anglia, Fuzzy, rough and shaggy. 
1856 F. E. Pacer Owlet Owlst. 171 A..black man, with 
thick lips and fuzzy hair. 1870 THornsury Tour Eng. II, 
xxi, 83 Fuzzy red wigs, stuck with jewels. 
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5. Comd., as fuzzy-headed, -legged adjs.; fuzzy- 
ball =F uzz-BALL; fuzzy-wuzzy, a soldier’s nick- 
name for the typical Soudanese warrior, from his 
method of dressing his hair. 

c 1850 Denham Tracts (1895) II. 48 The dust of a *fuzzy 
ball cast in the eyes will cause blindness. 1885 Spectator 
8 Aug. 1043/1 They were .. *fuzzie-headed. 1833 IT. Hook 
Widow § Marquess xii, A couple of *fuzzy-legged hens. 
1892 R. Kiprinc Barrack-r. Ballads 10 So 'ere’s to you, 
*Fuzzy-Wuzzy, at your ’ome in the Soudan. 

Hence Fu'zzily adv., Fu'zziness. Also Fu‘zzy- 
ism [-1sm], Photogr., the studied production of 
‘fuzzy’ pictures. 

1613 Marxuam Ang, Husbandman H ij, A little paire of 
round wheeles, which. .doth so certainly guide the Plough 
..that it can neither..drownd through the easie lightnesse 
of the earth, nor runne too shallow through the fussinesse 
of the mould. 1866 Atheneum No, 2042. 801/1 A certain 
‘fuzziness’, as artists say, appears in many examples. 1867 
Miss Broucuton Wot Wisely (1869) 10 They [locks of hair] 
. thence went off crisply, fuzzily, in a most unaffected wave. 
1874 M. Cottins 7razsmigr. II. xiv. 221 Her hair was a 
bunch of fuzziness. 1886 Century Mag. XXXI. 477 
‘Tomentose appearance of stem or fuzziness of stem. 1894 
Brit. Frnl. Photogr. XLI. Supp. 5 A prelude to a descent 
into Fuzzyism. 

F'wde, obs. Sc. form of Foon. 

+Ey, v. Obs. [aphetic form of Drry v.?] 
trans. To digest. 

13... Knowe fi self 65 in £. £. P, (1862) 131 pi flesche 
foode pe wormes wol fye. c1440 Promp. Parv. 159/2 
Fyin, or defyin mete and drynke. .dzgero. 

E'y, obs. form of Fin. 

F'y-: see also FI-. 

-fy (foi), sfx, forming verbs. The older Eng. 
vbs. in fy are adoptions of Fr. vbs. in fer, which 
are either adapted from Lat. vbs. in -/icare or formed 
on the analogy of vbs. so originating. (The form 
-fier was used as the representative of L. -ficare on 
the analogy of words like sazntefier :—sanctificare.) 
The Lat. vbs. in -/ica@re were originally derivatives 
of adjs. in -/ic-2s (see -FIC), though subsequently 
the suffix could be used to form vbs, without the 
intervention of an adj. They may be divided into 
three classes (corresponding to three classes of 
adjectives in -ficws: see -FIC), all of which are 
represented by adapted words in Eng.: (1) vbs. 
f. sbs., with the sense ‘ to make, produce’, as pdc?- 
Jicire (orig. z#tr. to make peace) pacify, xdzficare 
edify, or ‘to make or conyert into something’, as 
deificire deify ; (2) f. adjs., with the sense ‘ to bring 
into a certain state’, as sanctificare sanctify; (3) 
f. vb.-stems, with causative sense, as horrijicare 
horrify. In med.L. there was a tendency to sub- 
stitute -ficare for -facére in the few Lat. vbs. so end- 
ing, and hence Fr. and Eng. vbs. in -/ier, -fy some- 
times correspond to Lat. vbs. in -facére; e.g. F. 
stupéfier (but in pa. pple. stupéfart as well as stupé- 
Jié) stupefy, OF. satisfier (but mod.F. satisfazre) 
satisfy, F. éguéfier liquefy, F .rwbéfier rubefy,med.L, 
caleficarecalefy.e Exc.in the case of these few vbs. 
theending has normally the form -z/y (for thereason 
see -FIC). It is now used as the regular rendering 
of -ficdre in new words adopted from Lat. or formed 
on assumable Lat. types, and is also freely added to 
Eng. adjs. and sbs. to form vbs., mostly somewhat 
jocular or trivial, with the senses : ‘tomakeaspecified 
thing’, assfeechzfy; ‘toassimilate to thecharacter of 
something’ (chiefly in pa. pple., as countrified) ; 
“to invest with certain attributes’, as Mrenchzfy. 
(A large proportion of these vbs. are from sbs. and 
adjs. ending in -y or -ey, the suffix then having the 
form -fy instead of the usual -z/y. An early ex- 
ample is deautify, but the analogy on which this 
word was formed is not clear.) In a few cases the 
sufix has been quite irregularly added to vb. 
stems, but the words are either obsolete, as dedzfy, 
hindrify, ornify, or merely jocular or illiterate, as 
argufy. The noun of action related to vbs. in -zfy 
normally ends in -zficatzon, though, by confusion 
of suffix, petrzfaction is used in Eng. where Fr. has 
more correctly pétrzfication. ‘The words in which 
-Fy represents L. -facéve have their corresponding 
nouns of action ending in -/actzon. 

The following examples illustrate the freedom 
with which this suffix lias been used in the forma- 
tion of nonce-words. 

1602 Dekker Satirvomastix Liva, Nay by Sesu you 
shall bee a Poet, though not Lawrefyed, yet Nettlefyed so. 
1647 Trapp Comm. Ephes. iv. 15 But speaking the truth .. 
Doing the truth..Truthifying. 1775 S. J. Pratt Liberal 
Opin. (1783) Il. 260 Not that I would have you suppose 
I am bigotted to frippery, even though you now see me 
so apefied. 1790 A. Szwarp Ze?#t. (1811) II. 381 Though 
fashion has now bullified us all. 1834 SoutrHEy Doctor II. 
Inter-ch. vi. 119 Either of these misfortunes would have 
emasculated his mind, unipsefying and unegofying the 
Ipsissimus Ego, 1844 Harisurton Sam Slick in Eng. I. 
viii. 135 He might have knowed how to feel for other folks, 
and not funkify them so peskily. 1872 [Eart Pemproxe & 
G. H. Kinecstey] S. Sea Bubdles viii. 206 The boom of the 
pigeon is wondrous pleasant and drowsyfying. 











FYZ. 


Fyall, var. Fintotr!, Ods. 

Fyar, obs. form of Fire. 

Fyble, -bull, obs. forms of FEEBLE. 

Fych(e, obs. form of Fisu, Firrcn sé.2 

Fyciscien, obs. form of Puysrcran. 

F'ye, obs. form of Fay v.1, Fre. 

Fryell, var, Fin1otz!, Obs. 

Fyen, -ene, obs. forms of Fay v.2, Farn. 

Fyers(e, Fyest, obs. ff. Frercr, Fisr sd.2 

Fy‘ing, 70/7. sb. [f. Fre v.+-1ne1.] The 
action of saying Fre! 

1662 Rump Songs (1874) II. 63 Which put pretty Maids 
to pishing and fying. 

Fyke (faik). U.S. [a. Du. fuzk.] A bag-net 
used for catching fish, esp. shad. 

1860 BartLetr Dict. Amer., hyke..the large bow-nets in 
New York harbor, used for catching shad, are called shad- 
fykes. 

b. Comb., as fyke-net; also fyke-fisherman, 
one who fishes with a fyke (Cent. Dict.). 

1891 W. K. Brooxs Oyster 181 The shores.,are now so 
lined by fyke nets ..that the number of shad which reach 
the spawning grounds at all is proportionally much less 
than it was in 1880. 

Fylde, Fylet(te, obs. forms of Frei, FILLEr. 

Fylfot (filfpt). [The sole authority on which 
this word has been accepted by modern antiquaries 
as the name of the mark in question is the passage 
from the Lansdowne MS. quoted below. The con- 
text in which the word there occurs seems to favour 
the supposition that it is simply ///-foot, meaning 
a pattern or device for ‘ filling the foot ’ of a painted 
window. ‘There is nothing to show whether the 
word denoted specifically this device as dis- 
tinguished from others used for the same purpose, 
and it is even possible that it may have been a mere 
nonce-word.] A name for the figure called also 
a cross cramponnee (see CRAMPONNEE), and identi- 
cal with the Swastika of India, the gsammadion 
of Byzantine ecclesiastical ornament; it has been 
extensively used as a decoration (often, apparently, 
as a mystical symbol) in almost all known parts 
of the world from prehistoric times to the present 
day. Also fyifot cross. 

axzg00 Instruct. Memorial Wind. in MS, Lansdowne 
874 If. 190 Let me standin the medyll pane .. a rolle abo[ve 
my hede] in the hyest..[pane] vpward, the fylfot in the 
nedermast pane vnder ther I knele. [The words defaced 
or torn off are supplied conjecturally. In the sketch, below 
the effigy of the writer, is a ‘fylfot’ composed of broad 
fillets, with tricking app. intended for ‘ermine’.] 1842 
J. G. Water Brasses, Priest & Franklin, This device is 
denominated ‘the fylfot’ on the authority of some ancient 
directions for the execution of two figures in painted glass 
.» preserved in Lansdowne MS. 874. 1852 Prancué P27- 
suiv. Arnis 135 The Fylfot is a mystic figure, called in the 
Greek Church, Gammadion. It is very early seen in 
Heraldry. 186: Haines Mon. Brasses p. cix, The Fylfot, 
akind of cross potent rebated, or cross cramponeé, 1868 
Barinc-Goutp Curious Myths Ser. u. iii. 89 Bells were 
often marked with the ‘fylfot’, or cross of Thorr. 1887 
Athenzum 20 Aug. 249/2 It comprises a fylfot cross set 
with studs. 

Fym<(e)rel, -elle, obs. forms of FEMERELL, 

Fymterre, obs. form of FumMiTory. 

Fynd(e, Fyne, obs. ff. Frenp, Finp v., Fan, 

Fynerall, obs. form of FUNERAL. 

Fynt, obs. form of FIEnp. 

Fyrble, obs. form of FIMBLE sé,1 

FPyrd (fo1d, fierd). Ast. [OE. fyrd: see Furp. | 
The military array of the whole country before 
the Conquest; also, the obligation to military 
service. 

1832 J. Bree St. Herbert's Isle 99 ‘The .. fyrd!’ cried 
Edwal, ‘raise the fyrd.’ 1839 Ke1cuttey Wzs¢. Ang. 1. 83 
A threefold obligation lay on all the holders of land in the 
Kingdom. ‘This consisted of the Bricgbote, Burhbote, and 
Fyrd. 1861 FREEMAN Nornz. Cong. (1876) IV. xviii. 147 
When the king summoned his fyrd to his standard. 1895 
Merikiejoun “ist, Eng. 1. 105 In 1181 a _ regulation called 
the Assize of Arms was issued for the Fyrd or National 
Militia. 

Fyre, obs. form of Fir, Fire. 

Fyrette, obs. form of FERRET 50.1 

Fyrmentie, -mete: see FRUMENTY, Frruiry 2. 

Fyrrys, fyrs, obs. forms of Furze, 

Fyrst, var. Frist, and obs. form of First. 

Fyry, -ie, -e, obs. forms of Fimry, 

Fysegge, Fysel(l, obs. ff. Visaan, Fizzun v.1 

Fysnomye, obs. form of PHysiognomy. 

Fysoun, Fysyke, obs. ff. Forson, Puysic. 

Fytch, obs. form of Frron sé.1 = Vercu. 

Fythal, -el(e, -il, -ylle, obs. ff. Frppiz. 

Fytlo(e)k, obs. form of FETLocK. 

Fyton, var. Firtey, Ods., untruth. 

Fytte: see Fit 5d.1 Obs, 

Fyver(e, obs. form of FEVER, 

Fyxyll, var. THIXELL, Ods., pole of a wagon. 

1411 Nottingham Rec, I1. 86, j. fyxyll ijd. 

F yz, obs. form of Firz. 
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